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TO 

THE MEMORY OF. 

MY FORMER LIVES 

ABOUT WHOM 

I KNOW MUCH 

WITHOUT WHOM 

THERE WOULD BE NO 

FAMILY HISTORY 

FOLKLORE OR HOODOO 

FEELING FOR FREEDOM 

VIABLE VISION OF GOD 



Here at  the end and more than ever I am 
awed by the most amazing o f  all p ieces o f  
sheer magic, the one which reproduces and 
repeats itself but always with a slight 
change - that something we call life . The 
name of this change is the word evolut ion. 
Even God is a part of the perpetual move
ment, one of the reasons for God's interest  
i n  and unders tanding of  us . Death also is  
a change merely . We  have always been here, 
though no t on this planet called Earth, and 
we shall always be somewhere, forever a 
par t o f  the Spirit o f  God . 

Harry M. Hyatt 
January, 1978 
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INTRODUCTION 

The text of HOODOO-CONJURATION-WITCHCRAFT-ROOTWORK is completed by the pres ent 
Volume Five . Progress on Volume S ix , the Index - a vas t undertaking in its elf -
will be described at the end of the pres ent Introduc tion . Introductions normally 
come at the beg inning of a wo rk , whether a s ingle volume or a s eries of volumes , 
but the need to finish the mas s ive HOODOO work at all cos t led me to  put off  
writ ing the Introduct ion to the beg inning of the f inal volume . The benef its of 
this plan are many , of cours e ,  not the leas t of which is the perspective I gained 
by working through all of the field material, and s et t ing it down in f inal form. 
Thes e reflec t ions have proved invaluable to me in ass es s ing what I was trying to 
do in an enterprise that claimed my attent ion - with interrup t ions - over a per
iod of many years . If the reader is unfamiliar with the preced ing volumes , he 
should read the opening bracket-paragraph on page 3 7 79 , which identif ies the two 
speakers appearing everywhere - author and an informant being interviewed . Only 
in the Florida fieldwork of 19 70,  pag es 4492-4754,  are there three or more 
speakers . All this means that Volume Five , like the previous four volumes , is  
a collection of conversat ions deps ite many s eparate short s tatements from broken
up interviews . 

For the bulk of the remainder of this Introduct ion , I should like to dis cuss 
some aspects of hoodoo f ieldwork which are no t sufficiently conveyed to the 
reader who has access only to the trans cr ib ed interviews and to my comments which 
compris e the maj or part of the text of HOODOO. Specif ically , I am referring to 
the people-to-p eople experience - s t range encount ers , even - which occurred nat
urally during my s everal years of hoodoo f ieldwork . What were my informants 
like? That is what were - and are - my percept ions of them as people and as 
amateur or profes s ional "workers ?" How did they react to me ? How did I s elec t 
what to ask them and what to record? What kinds of problems did I encounter in 
the field , and how d id I attemp t to deal with them? Thes e and s imilar ques t ions 
are important . 

Before I began recording hoodoo beliefs and prac t ices , I did have s everal 
experiences which, I think , help ed me to  formulate an approach to hoodoo col
lec t ing . I began with family his tory and genealogy when I was quite young , 
tracking down family s tories , etc . Later , as an ordained Ep iscopal clergyman , I 
did church work in the slums of s everal cities . And then I set out to record 
popular belief s and supers titions in Adams County , Illino is . I believe that 
thes e three diff erent experiences all help ed me to  unders tand how to deal with 
real people in actual face-to- face s ituat ions . This unders tanding was to prove 
invaluable in my hoodoo f ieldwork . But I would like to make it very clear that 
I did not begin with preconc eived theories . Rather , I let my informants tell 
what they knew , believed and prac t iced . I merely asked the ques t ions . It prob
ably would be fair to say that I was a s elf- taught f ieldworker , perhaps much as 
Vance Randolph and others of our generat ion were . In f ieldwork , one mus t  make 
his own way the bes t  that he can - the proverb ial phras e  that "experienc e is the 
bes t  teacher" is very apropos . 

In the beginning , I took down everything from my interviews , including sto
ries , popular beliefs and common supers t it ions . As I gained experienc e in the 
field , however , I began to b e  more s elec tive . Af ter all , my specific int eres t 
was in witchcraft and mag ic , and this is what I focus ed on in my s elec tion of 
informants , in the ques t ions I asked them ,  and in my dec is ions to s top or  s tart 
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the recording machine . To have recorded evepything from over 1600 informants 
would have been a monumental - if not impos s ible - task . 

Also, as I gained exp erience, I was able to dis tinguish between the genuine, 
good informants and the fakes. I have concluded that the main dif f erence between 
thes e two typ es is that the outs tanding dbatoPs could make up a ritual to f i t  a 
novel s ituat ion - and the rite would be logical in relat ion to the sys tem within 
which it was working . The improvis ed rit es of  the fake sounded j us t  like l ies, 
for they were out of harmony with the underlying theory of hoodoo . But the bes t  
dbatoPs were laws unto thems elves ; i f  it was exp ed ient, they could defy magical 
tradition: they could generate the conf idence that it was they who controlled 
the spirits, and no t the other way around . If, for example, an excellent WOPkeP 
said that a spirit could cross over running water under certain circums tances, 
then one was compelled to believe him, even though the hoodoo sys tem denies to 
spirits the ab ility to cross running water . 

The bet ter dbatoPs also were able to incorporat e  new concepts and technologi
cal innovations into their reperto ires and s t ill retain the aura of  tradit ional 
hoodoo . The key not ions here are faith and conf idenc e :  I canno t overemphas ize 
the importance of  the ab ility of a dbatoP to gain the belief of  his client s . 
Thus, a dbatoP was also an actor, a performer who dramatized his powers - quite 
often by the us e of  dramatic entrances, sl eight-of-hand and o ther conf idenc e
gaining tricks, such as flowers which wil t before one ' s eyes or snakes that s eem 
to appear from nowhere .  He - the good dbatoP - was a mys terious, elus ive f igure, 
and gave the impress ion that he had more clients than he was able to handl e .  He 
was a super salesman exuding a conf idence which was contagious . 

Since each dbatoP was unique - and the bet ter ones wer e quite creative and 
s ensitive to the needs of  their clientele - then hoodoo is unders tandably a very 
amorphous phenomenon . It is very diff icult to pinpoint absolute beliefs and 
techniques ; hoodoo was - and is - cons tantly changing . Many other pursuits are 
found in association with hoodoo work: magicians, patent medicine salesmen, for
tunetellers, healers, numerologis ts, and spiritualists in addit ion to rootworkers . 
This amorphous conglomeration that forms hoodoo work also has connections with 
other underwoPld activit ies, such as boo tlegging, gambling and pros titut ion as 
connect ions to various relig ious s ects, including Protestant ism and Cathol icism . 
It is no wonder that we f ind such great variat ion in the hoodoo realm . 

In spite of  the many variat ions in hoodoo practice, there are some general 
pat t erns that one can isolate and dis cuss . P erhaps the mos t  obvious pat t ern is 
regional clus t ering . The reader who cares to note rituals according to their 
place of collect ion, (a task which will be facilitated greatly by the forthcoming 
index) , will s ee that in the New Orleans area (which includes Algiers and Mobile), 
the Catholic relig ion has had a cons iderable influence on hoodoo belief and prac
tice.  For example, candles (or lights as they are generally called) are impor
tant, as are shrines and al tars, and holy wat er .  Likewis e, there are specific 
hoodoo saint s who, unlike their orthodox count erparts, are earthy and immediat ely 
relevant to their so cial and cultural cont ext - true folk saint s . S t . Rita works 
only for women becaus e her husband us ed to beat her up hab itually, and her lover 
shot her son through the door becaus e he interrup ted their love-making (see Vol . 
I, pp . 880 f f . ) . And certainly S t . Black Hawk does no t color the pages o f  official 
relig ious literatur e .  One informant from New Orleans says, " You don't fool with 
none of those good saints . But Black Hawk or some of  those bad saints, you burn 
black candles . Black Hawk is suppos ed to be one of the old evil saints" (Vol . I, 
p . 863) . 

O ther regional zones are ident if iable, even in somewhat less apparent than 
the New Orleans-Mob ile area . The Eas t Coas t from Maryland to Georg ia s eems to 
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form one such region, where t h e  t erms witahaPaft and rootwork predominat e .  In 
the Mis s issippi region from Memphis to Vicksburg (and including Lit tle Rock) , 
the t erm toby is us ed ins t ead of hand. Florida s eems to be a spec ial cas e ,  no t 
fitt ing into any other z one , probably becaus e of  a great amount of  int ermingling 
from o ther ar eas of the South and Eas t and even showing some influence from Wes t 
Indian tradition.  I also have the dist inct impress ion that the Mis s issippi 
River people are very differ ent from the Coas tal peopl e  who , in turn,  are unlike 
the swamp people .  Cer tainly thes e impress ions are j us t  that - impress ionis tici 
but thes e pat t erns s eem fruitful for further inquiry . Again , however , I need to 
emphasiz e tha t  each informant was a unique person capab l e  o f  generat ing his or 
her own var iants and vers ions of  hoodoo r ituals . The p ictur e  is no t s implif ied 
by knowing that many , many informants per iodically worked in Nor thern cit ies 
and returned home again after earning enough cash to las t awhil e .  If  the p ictur e  
I am pres ent ing s eems complex ,  then I probably am coming clos e to t h e  way I see 
my hoodoo exp er iences . Folklor e ,  history (includ ing oral and personal his tory) , 

� psychology , and social-cultural s tudies mus t all be part of develop ing an under-
1 s tanding of  hoodoo . 

Whether known as highmen� �o-headers� root doators� aunj�es (a t erm which 
s eemed to be pas s ing out of vogue dur ing the 1930 ' s ) , witahes (probably among 
the oldes t  t erms ) or fortuneteZZers, mo s t  practit ioners wer e generalists rather 
than sp ecial is ts: they would handl e ,  or at l eas t a t t emp t  to handle , what ever 
problems clients appeared to have . I found mos t  of  my informants to be funda
mentally decent , hard-working and ab l e .  Many wer e lonely and needed human con
tact - some int eres t ed person who could listen and unders tand . Mos t  need ed mon
ey , and many came to me s eeking employment . Unfortuna t ely , I had no j obs for 
them ,  but I did pay them for their informa t ion , the amount dep ending upon the 
length of  the int erview and the value I perceived in their information. I mad e 
it a point no t to int erview those  who obvious ly wer e intoxicat ed and those  who 
obvious ly wer e no t genuine workers. Even so , ther e  wer e t imes (at New Orleans , 
for example) when informant s ac tually l ined up outside the rent ed room to wait 
for an int erview .  

For a collector , l ines of  informants wait ing t o  b e  int erviewed might s eem 
like an ideal s itua t ion, but it did have its  drawbacks . Mos t  impor tantly , l ines 
of people out s id e  a ho t el a t tract a t t ention . I d id not want or need a t t ent ion 
of that sor t . The read er may r ecall that in Memphis (the first  t ime) I was 
raided by the pol ice and , for all prac t ical purposes , run out of  town . From 
that exp er ience I learned to check in with the authorit ies of  any city with 
wr itten letters of  refer ence and credent ials . In New Orleans , a newspap er man 
came by asking ques t ionsi h e  want ed to know if I was dealing in drugs . Fortu
nat ely , I convinced him I was not deal ing in drugs and that ther e  was no s tory 
to be had . 

In short , whenever and wher ever people needed money , I found an abundanc e of  
good informants .  Knowledge of my pres ence would spread by  word-of-mouth . This , 
in turn,  brought mor e  good informants ( as well as many no t-so-good ones ) . I n  
order to help mys elf evalua t e  t h e  potent ial wor th of informants ,  I devis ed a 
method of asking ques t ions in a non-random fashion.  That is , I had a long lis t 
of  ques t ions I want ed to ask, but I never asked the same ques t ions in the same 
order . In this way I think I was abl e  to detect  those  who had been promp t ed 
p r evious ly by their alr eady- int erviewed acquaintances . Bes ides , I want ed to 
s t ructure my int erview to suit each unique individual . Usually , this meant that 
I had to play it by ear . 

Ano ther prob l em  I had to deal with was the p r es enc e of  the recording machine . 
The problem did no t hinge on any reluctanc e or r et icenc e on the part of  inform-
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ants to talk into the microphone, al though this was an occas ional cons idera t ion . 
On the cont rary, microphone in plain view seemed to bring out the ac tor in them; 
many began to perform as i f  on s tage, thus des troying the more natural context I 
wished to preserve . Therefore, I began to keep microphone in my old black ha t at 
side of machine, a prac tice for which I have been j us tly critized . My later 
method is given on pages 449 3-475 4 .  I f  only cassette had come 35  years sooner! 

And how did I answer when informants asked me wha t I was doing? I merely 
s tated the truth - tha t I was writing a book about hoodoo, and I let their im
aginations f ill in the res t .  I am sure that mos t  believed I was a hoodoo man 
who was writing ano ther how-to-db-it book, such as one o f  the many variants of 
the Sixth and Seventh Books of Moses. I did no t wear my clericals, and it was 
f ine with me if  they saw me as the mystery man .  Certainly, such an identity 
ma tched the s itua t ion well : I also found mys elf pitted agains t mystery men and 
mystery women who did their fair share of acting . 

I encount ered many o ther diff icul ties in my work . To begin with, I was in
ves tigating wi tchcraft - the black arts . People naturally tend to clam up when 
this subj ect is broached (as Vance Randolph and o ther experienced f ieldworkers 
have at tes ted) . Of ten I was taken to b e  some sort o f  government man or under
cover agent, or, on the other s ide, an underworld spy from some crime organiza
tion . Ac tual government men and o ther authorities suspected that I might be 
dealing in some illicit af fairs, such as drugs o r  gambl ing . Those who where 
overlords of crime seemed to believe tha t I was a t t emp ting to get in on their 
terri tory ( some thing very real, I dis covered, while in Algiers where my contact 
men were ac tually threatened and where a detec t ive agency had to check every 
night to make sure we returned safely ) . Al so, I occas ionally had to deal wi th 
apparent stooZ pigeons or under cover agents for the police who posed as inform
ants in order to monitor my activi ties . The fact that I los t perhaps one com
plete volume o f  ma terial due to faulty recording seems minor in comparison to 
the cons tant suspicion from all s ides . In retrospect, I was in much more danger 
that I ever realized at the time . Perhaps God does, indeed protect the ignorant 
and the innocent . 

I found tha t I could decrease some o f  the hazards by employing a contact man, 
an intermediary who knew the area wherein I was working and also knew the lo cal 
people - if no t personally, then at leas t in terms of the general character and 
compos i t ion of the lo cal populace . It was the j ob of the conta ct man (who o f t en 
was a taxi driver) to locate and informally interview those whom he felt  might 
make good informants; s imultaneous ly, he ac ted to s creen out those whom he be
lieved to be rough characters - remember tha t I was working (the f irst time 
around ) during the Great Depress ion in the inner cities (though they were no t 
called that then) . Many unfortuna te people, especially blacks, were in dire 
need of money in order to survive . A whi te man who appeared to have a grea t  
deal o f  money and who was alone i n  a rented downtown black hotel or home would 
be an easy target for those  who needed quick money and cared little about how it 
was obtained . So the role of the conta ct man was twofold : He could determine 
who might be of value to my work on hoodoo, and he also could size  up po tential 
informan ts in terms of their charac ter and the pos s ib il i ty of any threa t to my 
safety . 

During my mos t  recent f ieldwork in Florida, Mr . Clarence Cubby f illed the 
role of contact man . I should like to include a brief interview I had wi th Mr . 
Cubby, for it  contains h!! percep t ions o f  the people with whom we dealt as in
formants and some o f  the problems we encountered . I hope tha t this view from a 
perspective o ther than mine will help present a more balanced picture o f  my hoo
doo f ieldwork . 
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HYATT Tuesday , isn ' t i t ?  I ' m  sorry , it ' s  the 7 th [ o f July ] Monday 1 9 7 0. S t. 
Peter sburg , Florida. I ' m  a t  the home of  Mr. Clarence Cubby and we are j us t  sit
ting here talking over the situat ion. There ' s  been quit e  a rain this morning and 
the sewers are so bad that the streets have become clogged up with wat er. What 
do you think o f  the situation Mr. Cubby , as we look at it at the moment ? What 
do you think of the work? Is it dis courag ing ? Is it easy? What is your idea ? 
Is there any way we can improve i t ?  

CUBBY I think it is pretty dif f icult b ecause of  the people thems elves. 
HYATT What about the people thems elves ? 
CUBBY Well they have a t endancy to • • •  uh , I don ' think they understan '  exactly 

what you ' re want in ' from them. They have a t endancy to t ell you somethin ' good 
from the b eginnin ' but once they get into it , yo ' know , it turns out to be noth
in ' .  An ' then it ' s  pretty hard get t in '  to them b ecause we ' re going to the people 
an ' it ' s  hard to catch them at t imes. [Year s before during the Great Depression 
people had come to me. ] An ' then again when we do catch them they are pretty 
well intoxicated or somethin ' .  That ' s  what the maj ority seems to have been. 

HYATT This intoxicat ion,  do you think it ' s  b ecause o f  the men who are help
ing us or have helped us , that they are inclined to be a lit tle bit on the liquor 
side? Mo s t  o f  the people they round up are that way. [ See what Prophet Warkiee 
Sarheed says about my two assis tant s Herman and Charles , p.46 39 , lines 17-2 7. ]  

CUBBY This ha s been my op inion and this has b een my thought for awhil e that 
this was the typ e o f  people they seem to contact. I gues s they were more their 
frien ' s or somethin ' .  They turn out to be alcoholics or somethin ' .  

HYATT I see. 
CUBBY I felt some of  them was usin '  alcohol , you know , as a s t imulant to in

duce them to really talk about the thing s they had to talk about. 
HYATT I see. That las t fellow we talked to , he was so full of alcohol he 

couldn ' t get his s tory pieced together at all. He may have known something but 
he couldn ' t put it together. He was talking about that white man [ doctoP ] up 
near Thomasville [ in Georgia ] you know. 

CUBBY Yes. 
HYATT Well , I ' ve had this t roubl e b efore. I think we ' ll have to start the 

new way. We started out right but I think we let Charles guid e up off the beg in
ning. As a rule you don ' t go right after roo t doctors. In the first place they 
are afraid even to s tart with. I think what we ' ll have to do is no mor e  assist
ant s at all. And we ' ll have to go from house to hous e and in a t err itory where 
we ' re no t known , b ecaus e in a t erritory where we are known we have spent a con
siderable amount of  money for material that was no t - out side of  1 o r  2 people -
was no t very good. I think what we ' ll have to do is beg in the o t her way. Go 
back to the o ther way o f  s topp ing along the road like that woman over at • • •  

CUBBY Palmet to [ See Mr s. Johnson ' s  int erview pp.4504-4513 ]  • • •  

The f ieldwork situation j us t  described was no t quite that bad , as you can 
s ee by the mat erial f inally collected , pag es 4492- 4 7 5 1. Let me now o f f er the 
more optimis tic stat ements by Mr. Cubby five days earlier , undated but mad e late 
aft ernoon the day (July 2 ,  1 9 7 0) we int erviewed Healer Mrs. Brooker in the morn
ing {pag es 4683-4688) , and the �bite S chool Teacher that aft ernoon {pag es 4588-
46 11) : 

HYATT I see. 
CUBBY It ' s  something of  this sort. 
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HYATT Do you think we ' re getting under the surface a lit tle bit?  I mean 
trying to see within? 

CUBBY Yes, I think we are now, finely [ f inally ] . I think the f irs t week, 
week and a half it was a little rough goin ' ,  becaus e people were leery [wary ] . 
They didn ' t unders tan ' . And then no t only did they no t unders tan ' ,  in a sens e 
I didn ' really unders tan ' ,  because I couldn ' explain to them fully what I was 
sayin ' . I know what I wanted to say or what I was tryin ' to say, but I couldn ' 
f ind the words to explain to them exac ' ly wha t was goin ' on . But now I think I 
have an enlightened view and I could very much explain to them what yo ' re really 
af ter . And that ' s  why the work now seems more interes t in '  than i t  did the f irs t 
week becaus e now I have an unders tandin ' of it . I ' ve got an opportunity to look 
through the books [Volumes 1 and 2] and I think i t ' s  uh very superb book . I 
think there ' s  no thin ' that can top i t  now . I haven ' t  seen anything that can . 
I ' ve seen quite a few books on folklore and things of  this sort, but this one is 
really superb . 

HYATT Uh huh . Would you say that this work [ the collect ing ] as a whole is 
diff icult?  In your exper ience? 

CUBBY To a certain extent . 
HYATT How is it dif ficult?  
CUBBY Well, the first  thing, when yo ' mention roo towrk or withcraf ' ,  people 

have a tendency to draw in [ to ]  a shell or somethin ' .  They begin to, to get on a 
defens e .  They, they ' re put t in ' up barriers there before yo ' ,  because they have 
to sear ch yo ' out . 

HYATT Uh huh . 
CUBBY I t ' s  jus ' like yo ' would go into b a t tle agains t an unknown enemy [Mr . 

Cubby was a paratrooper in Viet Nam ] or somethin ' .  That yo ' re gon ' a  put every 
defens e up unt il yo ' fin '  out that his is no t re ' lly your enemy . That, uh, it ' s  
worthwhile to mankind . 

HYATT Uh huh . 
CUBBY And the mos ' common dif ficulty that I ' ve foun ' is the lack of communi

cat ion • • •  
HYATT Uh huh . 
CUBBY • • •  becaus e mos ' of  the people that - aren ' t quite as illiterate as 

people were I imag ine years ago, but they ' re s t ill illiterate to a sens e that 
uh, they don ' t  quite comprehend ev ' rythin ' yo ' ,  yo ' tryin ' to get over to them . 
And they have a t endency, uh; takin ' what yo ' re sayin ' an ' twis t in '  it  roun ' 
the other way, if yo ' jis ' happen to us e the wrong word once . 

HYATT Uh huh . 
CUBBY Then they will change the whole meanin ' of  what yo ' re tryin ' to say . 

And this is the b igges ' diff iculty that I ' ve found . 
HYATT I see . 
CUBBY Yo ' know in tryin ' to talk to peopl e .  
HYATT D o  you find it diff icul t t o  g e t  near the profes s ionals - operators ? 
CUBBY Well, yes . 
HYATT Why would you think there is, it ' s  so dif f icul t ?  Even when they adver

tise they do this type of  work . Why would they b e  so dif ficult ?  Why would they 
b e  so shy about talking about i t ?  

CUBBY I think the f irs ' thing tha t  happens or comes t o  their min ' is that, 
uh, when yo ' s tart to s eekin ' to get info ' mat ion about one ' s  profess ion, uh, when 
it ' s  re ' lly no thin ' illegal about i t  but it ' s, it ' s  illegal in a sens e to them 
and to others too . They feel that yo ' ,  uh, somehow connected with the police or 
somethin ' of  this sort . And i t  makes i t  pret ty diff icult for them to - for yo ' 
to get to them . 
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HYATI NOW WAIT A MINUTE UNTIL THIS TRUCK GOES BY. THERE'S A PERPETUAL NOISE 
IN THIS PLACE. IT'S ALMOST IMPOSSIBLE TO RECORD. ALL RIGHT, GO RIGHT AHEAD. 

CUBBY I was gonna bring - bring to min ' an incident that I had recently with, 
ub • • •  

HYATI THAT NOISE RIGHT OVER THERE. IT'S TERRIBLE THIS NOISE. ALL RIGHT, GO, 
GO AHEAD. 

CUBBY 
HYATT 

The inc ident I had with Docto� Walker? 
Uh huh . 

[Page 4 6 88 . ] 

CUBBY Now he searches us out completely . The, I think, the main thing was 
this that he was leery b ecaus e never in his life b efore has anyone tried to 
int erview him about his work. 

HYATI Uh huh . 
CUBBY And I think that he was a lit tle skeptical b ecaus e he f igured that 

someone was about to crack down on him or somethin ' . 
HYATT Uh huh . 
CUBBY Becaus e thes e 

they ' re doin ' somethin ' 
HYATT They ' re do ing 
CUBBY That ' s  true . 
HYATT Uh huh . 

guys, I think that, uh deal in �oots an ' 
els e that ' s  illegal . And, uh • • •  
something b esides roo twork you think? 
I think they are . 

things, they, 

CUBBY And, uh, they are af raid that, yo ' know, someone has gotten wind of it . 
Or someone has • • •  

HYATT Uh huh . 
CUBBY • • •  heard about what they are do in '  and this is an inves t igation or 

somethin ' to try to get somethin ' to pin on them . 
HYATT I s ee .  
CUBBY Becaus e he, h e  s eemed quit e  eva s ive . Yet he would always, he would 

always say he would meet me a t  a certain t ime . 
HYATT WAIT A MINUTE. [NOISE.] 
CUBBY Or say that he would meet me at  a certain time or a certain place and, 

then when I would arrive there, there would be three or four people yo ' would 
have to go through . Yo ' never did get to the real man . If  we did, I don ' t know . 
Becaus e I don ' t know what he looked like . I had never s een him b efore . I t  is a 
pos s ib ility I could have been talkin ' to him an ' didn ' t know I was talkin ' to him .  

HYATT I s ee .  
CUBBY S o  that ' s  one of  the maj or diff iculties that yo ' ,  that  I, that I ' ve run 

into in the pas ' coupla weeks . 
HYATT Now what about the cas s ette you s tarted to work on? What about the 

work? 
CUBBY About the work? It ' s  been a very challengin ' experi ence .  I t  was some

thing that I have dreamed of  a long time as a kid . I mean it ' s, it ' s  a dream 
r e ' lly comin ' true . Yo ' ,  yo ' always dream probably of uh • • •  

HYATT Jus t a moment . [ Traf f ic no ise . ]  All r ight . 
CUBBY Of havin ' an exp erience wherein yo ' get to learn more about other 

people . But being horned and reared in the ghet tos, yo ' don ' t o f t en get this 
opportunity . And at f irs ' it was more than a challenge . I t  was somethin ' that  
I thought would not develop into anything b ecaus e the work its elf it  s eemed to 
be uh, a challenge as I forestated and it • • •  

HYATT Wait a minut e [ traf f ic no ise again] . All r ight . 
CUBBY It  s eemed to drag along at  times but now it ' s  s tart in '  to pick up and 

I ' ve been able to get a better ins ight into the work . An ' the deep er an ' deep er 
yo ' get the more int eres t in ' the work gets . And, uh, it ' s  leavin ' qui te an im
press ion on me . It ' s  somethin ' that I never will forget as long as I live . And 
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it br ings an interes t in my min ' now to all the superstit ions, yo ' 
liefs in things which I, at one t ime, never paid any at tent ion to . 
them and they would j us t  go unthought of . But now it ' s, it ' s  more 
out of the dark into the light yo ' know . 

know . And be
l would hear 

of like coming 

When I returned to hoodoo fieldwork after a hiatus of over thirty years, I 
found that no t only had hoodoo itself changed, but that I also had changed . In 
many ways, my more recent fieldwork was more difficult : The Great Depress ion was 
over, so the grind ing need fo r money did no t send a ho s t  of informants to my 
door . My search had to be more intense . Even when I found good pro spects, they 
were no t always eager to be interviewed . Why should they be? Mos t  were suc
ces sful in their bus ines ses; they did no t need me . Also, fo r many of those I 
encountered, hoodoo was only a s idel ine to some other, more legally acceptab le, 
profes s ion, such as fortunetell ing, palm read ing or healing . Again, such per
sons were les s than eager to dis cus s their work with wit chcraft . And, of course, 
as you have seen from the interview above, some informants were involved in ac
t ivit ies which were no t legal - ano ther reason to avo id bein interviewed . 

Fortunately, I found that preparing the manus cripts for the publicat ion of 
HOODOO helped me with my fieldwork in 1970 . The second t ime around, I was much 
more interes ted in the ind ividual as a to tal personality; I was les s interes ted 
in collect ing a mas s of separate rites . Thus, the changing condit ions and my 
own personal changes formed a happy co incidence : There were fewer wo rkers to be 
interviewed, but I could interview the few in much mo re dep th and detail than I 
had previously . I am sure the reader will no te the difference between material 
in the second part of Volume five and the material in previous volumes . Of 
course, the cas sette recorder is superior to - being more reliab le and portable, 
especially - the old devices I had to use the firs t t ime in the field . This 
t ime I have made a point of retaining all of the orig inal recorded material . 
(Somet imes, exper ience is the only teacher . )  

Dis cus s ion of recording devices leads to the problem of trans cribing the 
interviews found in these volumes . First, the quality of recording has varied 
greatly . For the firs t recordings, many variables interacted to create some 
rather poor sound reproduct ions . Fluctuat ing tempera tures, for example, often 
caused the Edison machine alternately to speed up and slow down . Add to this 
the differences in vo ice quality and outs ide no ise of all kinds (note in the 
interview above) , and you beg in to unders tand that, even if the machine were 
wo rking perfectly, many passages were mos t  difficult to unders tand, much les s 
trans cribe accurately . Also, one mus t have experience in trans cribing in order 
to do the bes t j ob . Thus, the later trans cript ions are more accurate than the 
earl ier ones . At all t imes, we at temp ted to render the speech j us t  as we heard 
it, without ideal izing what was being spoken and how it was being spoken . That 
is why the reader will find de in place of the or do' ins tead of door and so  on . 
But neither I nor my trans criber were trained des crip t ive linguists or dialec
ticians, and therefo re I have doubts as to the po tent ial value of the trans crip
t ions to s cholars interes ted in speech variat ion - though, certainly, s tud ies 
of lexicon seem feas ible . 

One ques t ion has been asked of me several t imes : Do I believe in hoodoo ? 
My answer is a qual ified no. I do no t subscribe to the theory that underlies 
and explains how hoodoo wo rks (see below) , but I do recognize that hoodoo can be 
efficacious for some problems . These, I bel ieve, are without except ion prob lems 
of a psychological or psychosomatic nature : The ailments that faith, bel ief, and 
confidence can help to overcome . In many ways, the hoodoo man was a pres cursor 
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to the mod ern p sycho logis t o r  psychiatris t . People purged thems elves mer ely by 
telling someone else about their problems , and then having the faith that that 
person would be able t o  help them solve their problems . Quarrels in the family , 
uot being able  to hold a lover or a j ob , and sexual impotence ar e a few o f  the 
.any examp les of common comp laints for which one might seek the help of a two
headeP. My caveat is that seeking help from healers can be as dangerous as 
self-treatment . In my op inio n ,  no t consul t ing a medical doctor about cancer is 
sure suic ide . As for fortunetellers and palm r eaders - I have no b el ief whatso
ever in their powers . 

The maj o r  underlying conc ep t which runs throughout hoodoo is the dual d ivis ion 
of the world of caus es : Ther e is a phys ical caus e and exis t ence for every obj ec t 
and ac t io n ,  but ther e also is a spiPitual count erpar t .  To deal only with the 
phys ical r eality is to miss half o f  the treatment . For exampl e ,  a man working 
on a gr ind ing machine receives a s t eel splinter in his eye and go es to a med ical 
doctor for tr eatment; the spl inter itself is r emoved but the eye s t ill s eems ir
rita t ed . The reason for the cont inued malady is that a med ical doctor deals 
only with the phys ical caus e (in this case the splinter ) without a t t end ing to 
the spirit s t ill r es id ing in the eye . A root do ctor o r  cunj ure o r  two-headeP 
mus t  deal with the sp ir i tual real ity . Only when the l inger ing spirits ar e exor
cis ed can a p erson be healed completely . Of cours e ,  the shadowy world o f  spirits 
is us ed ext ens ively to caus e as well as cur e numerous condit ions , such as at trac
tio n ,  banishment good luck and succes s , or any of many phys ical harms . A r elat
ed idea is that thoughts and words have power to inf luence the spirits o f  things , 
henc e one mus t  talk t o  the sp irits . On the surfac e ,  it may app ear that one is 
sp eaking to a dumb creatur e ,  such as an ant , or t o  an inanimat e  obj ec t ,  such as 
a p iece o f  lodes tone , but such a conclus ion ignores the spiritual dimens ion in
her ent in all things . 

The theo r ies and t echniques o f  roo t work and conj uration ar e quite o f t en pas
sed from one generation to the next within certain famil ies . DoatoP Lindsay 
(Vol . II , pp . 933A) , for examp l e ,  learned from his mo ther who , he asser t ed , "could 
tel l you mor e  than you want to kno w . "  DoatoP Walker (Vol . V , pp . 4688ff . )  l earned 
roo t  work from his grandmo ther , who was r egarded by neighbors as a witah. I t  is 
apparent that ther e is no s exual prefer ence for would-b e doatoPs - both men and 
women t each and learn from one ano ther . Fr equently , cer tain s igns are said to 
accompany the gift or poweP: A doatoP is suppo s ed t o  exhibit Ped eyes or some 
sp ecial mark on the forehead which , conveniently , only ano ther gifted individual 
can s ee .  

As for academic theor ies conc erning hoodoo and related pract ices : I leave that 
for the scholars who us e thes e volumes . I do , however , have some op inions about 
the relat ionship between theory and fieldwork . Mos t  s trongly , I believe that 
theories without a solid foundation o f  fieldwork ar e no t of last ing value . For 
this r eason (among o ther good ones ) , I feel that folklorists need to get out in 
the field among peop l e ,  at leas t p er iod ically . Truth (however you def ine it) is 
no t the private pres erve of l ibrar ies and acad emic ins t itut ions . 

To tho s e  names of p ersons previously ment ioned in thes e vo lumes for active 
int er est in o r  contr ibut ions o f  good will towards the publ ication o f  HOODOO, I 
must add a f ew more . Any serious omiss ion o r  later assis tance can b e  correc t ed 
in volume 6 .  Michael Edward Bell has vis i t ed me s everal t imes and tape r ecorded 
our conversat ions . His good penetrat ing ques t ions forced me to think about -
then to sp eak about - mos t  o f  what is includ ed in the pres ent introduct ion . 
Recently I have no t b een well and without Mr . Bell's tapes - even well-chosen 
words in many ins tanc es - I could no t have completed this introduct ion . Also to 
be thanked is C . H. Tillhagen , Dr . Ph . ,  D ir ec tor o f  the Nordiska museet in 



X - Memo irs of  Alma Egan Hyat t  Foundat ion -

S tockholm, Swed en, for a letter at a time when I needed the encouragement of  his 
wide f ieldwork exp erienc e and prac t ical wis dom . S imiliarly include thanks for 
L.  F. Snow, Ph . D . ,  she of Michigan State Univers i ty, and Henry Louis Gat es of  
Afro-Amer ican S tudi es, Yale  Univers i ty, who came to Quincy, Illino is to  int erview 
me . This was quite an event for HOODOO and me, the vis it of  an int er es t ing young 
black intellectual from Yale and the Univer s ity of  Cambridge! 

Ann (Mrs . Alfred F . )  Pogge has typed the f inal manus crip t  of  all f ive volumes, 
a dif f icult work for which I am grat eful to her . Also add my gratitude to Mrs . 
Harry Dye! for typ ing double spaced much of  the preliminary hoodoo mat er ial . 
With them mus t be named Mrs . Pogge ' s daughter Mar iann, who did some spec ial in
dexing for me . 

Outs ide the hoodoo field, yet within Afro-American s tudies, I mus t ment ion my 
niec e Mrs . Franc es F .  Leventis and her sons John F .  Levent is and the Rev . Harry 
Hyat t  Levent is, the lat t er an Ep is copalian clergyman like mys elf ; thes e for work 
on family his tory through the years which included documents concerning slaves 
formerly owned by our families in Virg inia, Kentucky and Missour i .  S imilar 
thanks mus t also b e  ext end ed to my s econd cous ins Mrs . Wana (Schrader)  Clay Olson 
and Mrs . (Nelle Miller) Glen Gundy, who recently s ent in their reminiscences of 
Frank Henderson, one of  our family slaves I first met in 191 5 across the r iver 
from Adams County, Illino is in Lewis County, Missour i .  It was from Frank that I 
learned, in Nor theas t Mis sour i at leas t, slaves wer e buried in a s ec t ion of the 
family graveyard .  Having und eres t imat ed the s ize of volume f ive all this lat t er 
mat er ial will b e  published later . Please rememb er, my int eres t  in Afro-Amer ican 
s tud ies did no t begin with HOODOO, but in childhood with slave s tories told by 
my mo ther, born 1855  in prec eding Lewis County, and her father James Mar t in 
Miller born 1828 in Millersburg, Bourbon County, Kentucky . Thr ee of thes e s tor
ies have alr eady b een published: " The Strang e Cock" in The.MiUeros of Milleros
b'Ul'g, Kentucky, Vienna 1 9 29, 200 pp . ,  p . l7, and "Old White Goat" and "Bear 
Tracks, " in Descendants of John Walton of Baltimoroe County Mapyland and HaPPison 
County Kentucky, New York, 19 50, pp . 7 6, pp . l4-1 5 . 

The arduous task of complet ing the index for HOODOO now is being funded by a 
grant from the Nat ional Endowment for the Humanit ies . Pro f essor Wayland D .  Hand 
of  UCLA has guided the indexing proj ect s inc e the very beg inning, donat ing t ime, 
effort, and even p ersonal funds to s ee that a full and complet e  index o f  HOODOO 
would become a reality . Without his cont inuous int eres t  and support, the NEH 
grant - and thus the index - would no t have been pos s ibl e .  Franc es Talley of 
UCLA has completed the work on the f irst  volume, and Michael Edward Bell, for
merly of UCLA and now at Indiana University, has complet ed extrac t ing for the 
second and third volumes and is j us t  b eg inning the fourth volume . The index 
will be published in late 1979 by G . K . Hall of  Bos ton as par t  of  Yale Univer
s ity ' s Afro-Amer ican Ref er enc e S eries, under the general editorship of Charles 
T .  Davis . For their ef forts in behalf of  the ind ex for HOODOO, all of  thes e 
individuals and the Nat ional Endowment for the Humanit ies have my deep es t  grati
tude and appreciat ion . 

Candlemas Day 19 '18 
Quincy., Il Unois 

HARRY MIDDLETON HYATT 



ADDITIONAL RITES AND BELIEFS 

THIS DIVISION TITLE FROM VOLUME FOUR 
CONTINUES WITH ITS NUMBERED SECTIONS 

[These five volumes of HOODOO - CONJURATION - WITCHCRAFT - ROOTWORK, often 
abbreviated HOODOO when quoted, are one " vast q uotation from my interviews with 
hundreds of informants" in every southern state of the United States of America 
except Texas. Let me explain " vast q uotation." Omitting explanatory notes with
in the brackets, every word of the text is spoken by the author or the person in
terviewed. " To identify the two speakers - all parentheses and brackets enclose 
.y words; the first indicating question or comment during actual interview, the 
second denoting subsequent editorial matter. Everything else belongs to the in
formants." Within the preceding quotation marks I am quoting myself (HOODOO, 
v. l, p.l, par.2). Division ADDITIONAL RITE S AND BEL IE FS will now continue with 
the beginning of its fourth section - SAL T.] 

4.� 

AL ONE AND IN COMBIN ATION S 

[To call this section � is almost an imposition upon the reader and an 
affront to the word itself which can be found everywhere in these volumes. Such 
freq uent appearance in HOODOO indicates that salt occurs mo re often in combina
tions with other substances than it does alone. The material within this section 
vill be separated into the following subsections: (1) SAL T ALONE, (2) SAL T AND 
lED PE PPER TOGE THER, (3) SAL T AN D  RED PE PPER WITH OTHER INGREDIEN TS, and (4) � 
ARD OTHE R  INGREDIENTS WITHOUT RED PE PPER. Some sort of order within these sub
sections will also be attempted.] 

(1) SAL T AL ONE 

9441. Whut chew do, if dey �anted yo' tuh move outa heah [the room in which 
speaker and I are sitting] . Well dey jis' git behin' yo' when dey came in yore 
room where yo' re at. Dey may shake han' s wit choo, see. An' den dey will jis' 

git dem a han' fulla salt - it' s reason
BEHIND DE PARTING PERSON - SALT THROWN able, too - jis' git dem a han' fulla 

salt, an' jis' as yo' walk dey would put 
dis salt in yuh back, right at chure feet jis' as yo' go out. Undahstan' , jis' 
as yo' go out, dey will put dat salt right tub yuh feet, an' it' ll move yuh. 
[Informant and I are talking in my interviewing room at the Memphis downtown 
bot el for black people, the Eureka Hotel. Some days later I was thrown out of 
that very room, not by salt, but by the police! See vol.l, IN TRO., p.XXXIV, 
line lOf.] [Memphis, Tenn., (936), 1 514:5.] 

9442. Well, anybody comin' tub yuh house an' yo' git tired of ' em comin' tub 
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yuh house, yo ' j is ' follah dem tuh de do ' as dey goin ' , an ' have some salt in yuh 
han ' an ' throw it on ' em . Dey won ' t come back . [Jacksonville, Fla . ,  ( 5 5 9 ) , 
69 5 : 5 . ] 

9 4 4 3 . Aftah dey [vi s itor ] would leave, dey turn dere backs, an ' dey would bid 
' em goodbye, j es ' grab a han ' ful o f  salt an ' throw behin ' dem .  Guarantee dey are 
gone tuh stay . [New Orleans, La . ,  (1560) , 2856 : 8 . ] 

9444 . Jes ' lak anyb ody comin ' tuh mah house . All right, ah ' m tired o f  ' em 
comin ' dere . Ah figah [fi gure ] dey don ' do me no good or  nuthin . When dey go 
tuh leave, ah throw salt at ' em. [Savannah, Ga . ,  (1252) , 2126 : 7 . ] 

9445 . Ah hear ' d a ole lady say it wus a true s ign, i f  s omeone would come 
tuh yuh house an ' yo ' wanted tuh make ' em stay away an ' didn ' t wan ' a insult ' em 
any way . Yo ' could j is ' take a hand fulla salt, i f  dey pass - i f  dey leave yuh 
house wit dere back turned, an ' chunk a han ' fulla salt at ' em . S ay, yo ' nevah 
would have no trouble dataway any mo ' , cuz ah ' ve hear ' d a lady say she did dat . 
[Vicksburg, Miss . ,  ( 716) , 9 86 : 7 . ] 

944 6 .  Ah ' ve hear ' d dat i f  a person come tuh yuh home an ' yo ' fi gah [figure ] 
dat dey are not dere fo ' de right purpose, dat aftah dey leave out, chew kin 
take a han ' ful o f  salt an ' throw out behin ' dem .  An '  dey won 't  come de rae agin 
if dey have anythin ' of 'em lak witchc�ft.  [Wayc ross, Ga . ,  (1061) , 1 7 20 : 5 . ] 

944 7 .  Dey say i f  yo ' don ' want a man an ' i f  a man come out chure house - ah 
don ' know what dey [do but ]  ah know yo ' kin keep ' em from yo ' house .  Yo ' kin 

BEHIND DEPARTING PERSON - SALT THROWN WITH CURS E 

[after them ] ,  [saying ] ,  "Yo ' s on o f  a b itch, don ' 
he ' ll nevah come back tuh yuh house no mo ' . 

take j is ' as he come out dere 
house an ' j is ' take some pot 
salt , an ' chunk ' em aft ' ' em 

come back heah no mo ' . "  An '  

( I  see, you throw the salt after them . ) [Charleston, S .  Car . ,  (49 7 ) , 539 : 4 . ] 
944 8 . Yo ' would have tuh go • • •  no, yo ' kin take tab le salt . Now, lak dey ' ll 

come lak, say tuhday, an ' yo ' don ' wan ' ' em tuh come no mo ' . Yo ' take yo ' a 
han ' fulla table salt an ' when he turn 

BEHIND UNWANTED DEPARTING PERSON THROW 
EITHER SALT OR EPSOM SALT MIXED IN WATER 

tuh go away from yo ' , an ' throw dat 
salt behind ' im an ' put it an ' say, 
"Go, yo ' son o f  a bitch an ' don ' come 

back here no mo ' . "  Dey won ' come back, dat salt ' ll keep ' im away . Or even, yo ' 
kin put watah an ' Epsom salts an ' throw dat watah behind ' em . [For throwing 
salt behind departing person and shaking your apron, this near Snow Hill, Md . ,  
see No . l468, p . 4 7 7, vol . l . ] [New Orleans, La . ,  ( 855) , 1350 : 2 . ] 

9449 . ' Fore yo ' go down tuh de bossman, yo ' git chew some salt, git chew a 
box-a [box o f ]  bran ' -new salt. Den yo ' take dat salt an ' tie it up in a new 

BOSSMAN : TIE  NEW SALT IN NEW YELLOW HOMESPUN 
KEEP IN POCKET - LOO SE SALT SPRINKLE BOSS ' TRACKS 

SALT CONKA.HS - SALT IS A CONKA.H THING 

piece a yellah homespun, an ' 
yo ' put it in yore pocket . 
An '  yo ' take yo ' some loose 
salt, have it in yore han ' , 
an ' yo ' sprinkle it all roun ' 

where yo ' - [do ] not let chure b o s s  see it - all roun ' where yore boss makes 
tracks at . Sprinkle it all roun ' dere an ' , s ee, salt conkahs . Salt is a conkah 
thing . Salt conkahs a lotta things yo ' know, j es ' even cookin ' salt. Yo ' kin 
do a lotta things wit s alt . Dat ' s good . [Savannah, Ga . ,  ( 1 2 6 0 ) , 214 0 : 4 . ] 

BOSSMAN : TIE SALT IN WHIT E RAG - CARRY - LOOSE 
SALT RUB ON HANDS-HEAD-FACE - SEE BOS S FOR JOB 

9450 . Take s ome table salt an ' 
yo ' wrop it up in a little piece 
of white rag, an ' tie it up an ' 
tote it in yore pocket . An ' 

aftah yo ' tote it in yore p ocket, yo ' take a little bit in yore han ' an ' j es ' 
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rub it right lak dat [demonstrates]. 
all lak dat. 

(Over your hands?) 

An '  rub it all ovah yore haid an' face an' 

Yes sir, an' aftah yo' done rub it all in yore han' s, jes' go [to the boss] 
an' he' ll look out fo' yo' . Prob' ly yo' don' git de job tuhday, prob' ly not 
tuhmahrah, but befo' dat week or so out he' ll give yo' sompin tub do. [Savannah, 
Ga., (1262), 2144:9.] 

9451. If yo' goin' tub hunt a job an' yo' think yo' not goin' be a success, 
yo' always tote yo' a li' le salt in yore pocket. Have salt in yore pocket evah 

BOSSMAN: CARRY SALT IN POCKET ON JOB OR LOOKING 
FOR ONE - RUB SALT ON HANDS BEFORE MEETING HIM 

mawnin' when yo' on dat job or 
when yo' goin' jes' tub look 
fo' a job, see. An' jes' ' fore 
yo' git tub yore boss, yo' put 

a li' le bita dat salt in yore han' an' goes up wit chure han' lak dat [demon
strates] an' jes' rub. An' go on tub yore boss. [Brunswick, Ga., (1249), 
2123:1. 1 

9452. Anythin' lak dat yo' wanta do an '  jis' be' s aroun' dere [the bossman] 
an' yo' have dis pot salt in yore han' . An '  why? Yo' know, yo' jis' throw it 

BOSSMAN: SPRINKLE SALT NEAR HIM WITH INCANTATION 
aroun' an' it' s some words yo' 
say an' it' ll work: Mah jus
tiae aonrin ' from de Lord an ' 

cih trust 'im tuh regulate aU mah affairs. 
in de Bible an' it' ll work out all right. 

(And this boss will give you a job?) 

An' it' s de words dat yo' kin repeat 

Yes. 
(Are those all the words you say?) 
Yes. 
(Do you say those words just once?) 
No, yo' jis' [do] dat [demonstrates]. 
(While you are sprinkling that salt around. That' s in the Bible, you say? 

Those words are in the Bible?) 
Yeah, it' s in de Bible. [Those italicized words are not in the Bible but the 

two ideas expressed are Biblical.] [Jacksonville, Fla., (559), 695:2.] 
9453. Ah hear' d if yo' s [you is] workin' or eithah want a job, an' somebody 

else was workin' dere, dat yo' could take a li' le salt, an' when de boss walkin' 
outa de do' , an' throw it on ' is 

BOSSMAN: THROW SALT ON BACK TO KEEP OR GET JOB coattail, dat yo' d [you would] 
always have a job. [If you 

threw salt on the bossman' s'coat while he was leaving or going out a door, he 
would not return (see No.9442 following), but here intention is more powerful 
than action. [Richmond, Va., (367), 304:9.] 

945 4. One of de mos' valuable things, yo' kin take salt an' run evahone out 
dat house in ten minutes. 

(Just how would you do that?) 
Jis' take dat broom an' open de back do' an' de front do' , jis' lak yo' open 

dis do' heah, an' take de broom an' turn it bottom upwards, an' put a handfulla 
salt right in de broom, an' set it wit de broom up an' close de do' . In ten 

BROOM - TURN BRUSHY PART UP BEHIND DOOR - SALT IN 
HAVING OPENED FRONT AND BACK DOORS - COMPANY GOES 

minutes evahone of ' em·git 
restless an' leave dere. 
Ah run company dat way some
times, when ah have company 

home an' git sick of ' em. Ah jis' git up an '  go in de kitchen, an' take de broom 
an' set it behin' de do' an' throw salt on top of it, come back dere an' set down. 
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In about ten minutes dey all git restless an' leave - dey go an' leave. [Bruns
wick, Ga., (1240), 2119:2.] 

9455. Sprinkle salt on brushy part of broom an' set it [brushy part] up [be
hind door]. Run 'em outa house. [For an unusual example of this rite, a box of 
salt set down into brushy part up, after broom strings cut, see from New Orleans, 
No.2426, p.674, v.l.] [Wilmington, N. Car., (212), 118:5+85.] 

9456. Hell, ah've saw 'em use broom or knew dey used brooms, fo' instance, 
lak if yo' have a party dat visits yuh house an' yo' not interested in dat party. 

BROOM - UPSIDE DOWN IN CORNER OF HOUSE - WHEN 
VISITOR LEAVES THROW 3 HANDFULS OF SALT BEHIND 

An' when dey come tub de house, 
yo' take dat broom an' put it 
upside down in de cornah of dat 
house. When dey leaving outa 

de house, throwin' three handfulla salt behin' dem. Dey don' come back. 
(I see.) [New Orleans, La., (879), 1449:6.] 
9457. When a person come in yore house dat yo' don' wan' 'em in dere, yo' 

kin strew down a li'le salt, an' take dat broom an' sweep dat salt on out behin' 
'em; an' when dey go, yo' kin 

AFTER VISITOR LEAVES - SWEEP SALT BEHIND HIM 
AND SHAKE THE BROOM AND HE WILL NEVER RETURN 

shake de broom an' dey'll quit 
comin' roun' dere. [Waycross, 
Ga., (1126), 1832:12.] 

BURNING: NEW BOX OF SALT - EVERY MORNING THROW 
HANDFUL INTO FIRE - ACT ANGRY - WISH HIM AWAY 

9458. Take an' go tub de sto' 
[store] an' git chew a box of 
salt, where [what] yo' put in 
bread [not salt for cattle]. 
An '  yo' kin take dat salt an' 

evah mawnin' yo' kin take a han'fula it, an' throw it in de fiah an' make a wish. 
Wish he'd [he would] nevah come dere no mo'. An '  den act lak yo' mad, when yo' 
throw it in de fiah, an' he won' come back dere tub bothah yuh no mo'. [Norfolk, 
Va., (490), 525:4.] 

9459. If you had an enemy call upon you and you did not desire his visit or 
attentions, when they are beginning to leave, without letting them know what you 

AS ENEMY LEAVES - SPRINKLE SALT ON HIS BACK AND 
ACROSS DOORSILL - AFTER 24 HOURS SWEEP UP AND BURN 

then sweep it out the door and across the sidewalk, 
up, and that person will never visit you any more. 
inder 54), by Ediphone.] 

do, sprinkle salt on their 
back and sprinkle salt across 
the doorsill. And let it 
remain twenty-four hours, 

and take it up and burn it 
[Fredericksburg, Va., (cyl-

9460. If a woman had a man an' she wanta git rid of him, she would first 
start a argument wit him, an' de minute dat he'd begin tub walk out, de same 

BURN: TO GET RID OF MAN - WOMAN STARTS ARGUMENT 
AS HE WALKS OUT DOOR - SHE THROWS SALT AFTER HIM 
SWEEPS - BURNS SALT ON STOVE OR FIREPLACE - CURSES 

as ah'd walk out de do' 
dere [door of interviewing 
room] dat she would take a 
han'fulla salt an' throw it 
behin' him, an' throw some 

on de stove or in de fy'place [fireplace] - out de do' behin' him, an' if she 
got a fiah in de stove, throw some on dat. An '  she would use a auss. Den he 
stay away. In othah words dey would sweep yo' track out de do' as yo' go out. 

(Would she also sweep after - she would throw this salt after you and throw 
it into the fire. And throw it behind you, and she would put some in the fire 
and curse. That would make you stay away?) 

Yes. [Florence, S. Car., (1286), 2183:3.] 
9461. Dey say if a man is away from yo' an' yo' want him tub come back, yo' 
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git  a new pack of salt dat has nevah been used out of, an ' yo ' burn it an' call 

IF MAN L EAVES - SHE BURNS NEW BOX OF SAL T - CALL S  
HIS NAME - SPRINKLES SAL T ALONG PATH HE TOOK 

'RETURNS INSIDE - CALL S HIS NAME - BURNS MORE SAL T 

his name, fo' him tuh come. 
An '  j es '  nex' yo' leave outa 
yore house, start where he 
left an' sprinkle dis sal t, 
an ' den turn round an' walk 

right back in dere, an' call ' is name an' throw some in de fiah. He ' ll come 
bac k ag' inst his mind. [Florence, s .  Car., (1293), 2193 : 11.] 

9462. When dey [person moving from house] git ready tuh leave an' done swept 
up evahthing, done swept de whole house up, j is'  sweep it intuh a - it have tuh 

FIREPL ACE - BURN WITH SAL T HOUSE SWEEPINGS IN 
WHEN MOVING OUT - NEXT RENTER WILL NOT STAY LONG 

be a chimley. Sweeps it intuh 
a chimley. An' dey throws a 
handful of sal t in dere, an' 
den dey ma ke a "X" in de back 

an '  dey burns dat papah stuff [old papers] up in dere. An' anybody dat moves in 
dat house won' t stay dere. Dat' s de way dey done things. 

(Where do they make that "X" ?) 
In de back of de chimley, right in de back of de chimley. [For burning salt 

in fire, s e e  also No.2271 ,  p.641 , v.l ; also No.9139, p.3699, v.4.] [Jackson
ville, Fla., (605), 784 : 8 .] 
9463. Throwin' salt on de stove 

TO BURN SAL T ON STOVE CAUSES QUARREL IN HOUSE 
will cause a quarrel. 
(Where? ) 
In de house wit de famil y. 
(That is, if I wanted to cause 

that quarrel , I woul d stand in here and burn 
Yeah. [ Brunswick, Ga., (1192), 1948 : 1 6.] 

that salt.) 

9464. Git chew some salt an' put it aroun' yo' do' . Yo' ain' t gotta pick 
no special mawn in' , but j es '  lak yo' wan' chore [author' s] business good, sprinkle 

BUSINESS - INCREASED BY SALT UNDER DOORSTEPS AND 
ABOUT EDGES OF SALESROOM - DO NOT LET SAL T BE SEEN 

it roun' yo' do' . An ' j es'  
lak dey come in heah inside 
tuh see yore [author' s] room 
or sompin, put it aroun' in 

de edge of de room. Well, yo' goin' git customahs, yo' know, befo' - all de time. 
Ah mean, yo' know, j es'  lak yo' sellin' likkah. All right, yo' wan' a sprinkle it 
[salt] undah yore steps. Yo' don' wa' [want] nobody tuh see it yo' know. 
Sprinkle it roun' yuh do' an' den sprinkle it in yuh room. 

(That is all you have to do?) 
Yes sir. [Q uite a num ber of salt and business rites are also given in Nos. 

2583-2615 , pp.711-71 7 ,  v.l.] [Savannah, Ga., (1252), 2125 : 11 .] 

KITCHEN DOOR - STANDING AT L OOKING OUTSIDE - WAL K 
BACKWARD S  INSIDE SPRINKLING SAL T FOR CUSTOMERS 

9465 .  Put some cookin' salt 
right in de do' , in fron' of 
de do' yo' see; an ' put some 
backwards tuh de kitchen wheoe 

dey be walkin' in. 
of dey days. 

An '  dey walk in ovah dat salt, he' ll have good luck de balance 

(Who woul d do this?) 
De man, or anybody wus runnin' de house. 
(Of any kind [ of business] - selling what?) 
Sellin'  moonshine or • • • •  [ Brunswick, Ga., (1233), 2089 : 12.] 
9466. Yo' kin take a box of sal t an' j es'  t' row it all de way roun' yore 

house evah mawnin' . Don' t use nuthin fo' dat but j es'  t ' row it roun' de house 
fo' nine mawnin' s. An '  dat will give yo' luck. 
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CIRCUMAMBULATE HOUSE 9 MORNINGS 
THROWING SALT FOR BUSINESS LU CK 

CENTER OF BED: SEW UP SALT IN NEW HOME SPUN 
ON THIS BAG EACH DAY FOR 9 DAYS MAKE CROSS MARK 
WHILE TALKING TO SALT - SEW UP SALT BAG IN CENTER 

OF MATTRESS - IF MAN LIES ON BAG FREQUE NTLY 
YOU HOLD HIM - A QUIN CUNX RITE - MAGIC OF PATTING 

(Luc k f or what?) 
L uck fo' busi ness, peoples 
c omi n' i n  an' tradi n'  wi t 
chew. [Brunswic k, Ga., 
(12 55), 2 082:9.] 
9467 . An'  den, dey says, 
yo'  ki n take som e table salt 
an' put it i n  a pi ece of new 
home spun. An '  yo' ki n put -
open up yore mattress an' put 
it right i n  de centah of yore 
mattress. An' sew dat mat-
tress bac k up on i t  an' let 

' im l ay on dat sal t bag. Say. An '  yo'  tal k tuh dat sal t fo'  ni ne mawnin' s an ' 
tell i t  whut chew wan' i t  tuh do. Jis' PAT IT [new-home spun bag c ontai ni ng 
salt] an' den make a c ross-mahk ac ross it, yo' see. An' dey says he' ll al ways 
stick tuh yo'  l ak dat. 

(You just tell th at sal t anythi ng you want done wi th that man?) 
Wi t dat · man. Make a c ross-mahk ac ross it. 
(You only talk to that sal t while you are putti ng it i n  there, you don' t tal k 

to i t  each morni ng?) 
Yo' tal k tuh i t  each mawni n ' , yo' make a c ross-mahk each mawni n ' . [Thi s may 

be the only patting ri te i n  HOODOO.] [Savannah, Ga., (12 56), 2 12 8 : 4.] 
9468 . [CENTER OF A CIRCLE, HERE REPRESENTED BY A PLATE, IS RARE IN HOODOO. 

For another example, see No.9683, p.382 3. Contrari wi se, c enter or mi ddle of a 
square or obl ong (bed, h ouse, grave, room, etc .) i s  fai rly c ommon, the center or 
fifth poi nt c reati ng a qui nc unx . ]  

Yo' ki n, if yo' got a mean rent-man dat worries yo' an' yo' c an' t gi t al ong 
wi t ' im. Yo' ki n gi ts up i n  de mawni n '  an' gi t yo' a f resh box of sal t - c ooki n '  

CENTER O F  PL ATE - SPOONFUL OF NEW SALT IN - CARRY 
TO WINDOW WHERE SUNRISE WILL FALL ON IT - AFTER 
SUNRISE THROW SALT OUT WINDOW - TURN PLATE DOWN 
RITE WILL CHANGE MEAN RENT-MAN INTO PLEASANT ONE 

sal t. Teah [tear] i t  open 
an' yo'  have a tabl espoon
ful ,  an' yo' put a spoonf ul 
i n  yore right hand. Dat 
pl ate must be thoroughly 
clean dough [though]. P ut 

i t  [spoonful of sal t] i n  yore right hand an' put it i n  de mi ddle of dat pl ate. 
An '  yo'  bri ng i t  right tuh de wi ndah where de sun ri se early dat mawni n' , an ' 
yo'  jes' th row i t  [sal t] out de wi ndah,  an' c ome bac k an' turn de pl ate down. 
An '  ah don' t c�y [c are] h ow mean h e  i s, when he gi t dere he be pleased . 

(Th at is ag ai nst the rent-man . )  
Yes, de rent-man .  [Brunswic k, Ga., (12 49), 2 12 2 : 5.] 
9469. Well,  yo'  go i n  tuh be tried, yo'  jes' spri nkl e de salt all roun' dere, 

all roun ' jes' where no one see yo' . Jes'  spri nkle salt as yo'  goi n' up de steps, 

COURT CASE AND SALT 

Ga., (12 60), 2 190: 5.] 

right on up evah step, an' jes' as cl ose tuh de offic ah, 
de judge, as yo' ki n git tuh wit dat sal t. An ' dat' ll 
lighten up de c ase, it won' t be hard on yo' . [Savannah, 

9470. Carry some tabl e sal t wi t chew an' evah word yo' says - evah word, 
yo' know - jes' l ak ah wus sayi n' , evah word yo'  say, why spri nkle some of dat 
salt. Keep spri nklin'  i t  all de time .  

(What will th at do?) 
Wel l ,  i f  yo' goi n' gi t a fi ne, i t  will c ut i t  down - shortah , won' t be as 

heavy. 
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(You me an e ve ry t ime you spe ak or the judge spe aks?) 
Evah t ime ah - jes' lak ah wus in co' t an' ah wus t alkin' . Evah t ime ah would 

say a word ah be mashin' it • • •  [in my hand] . [Brunswick, Ga . ,  (1185) , 1998:21 . ]  
947 1 .  Husban' or wife or jis' a frie n' . We ll, dat salt , jis' as yo' come in, 

whe re vah yo' set or whe re vah yo' we nt in de house , sprinkle dat salt dere an' de n 

CROSS OF SALT 
lak dis [demo nst rates t wo st rokes making sign of cross] . If  yo' 
step ovah de salt , de y says dat ' s misfort une wit yuh mind . an' 
yo' jis' forget about e vahthing an' yo' won' come back. [Vicks

burg, Miss. , (720), 989:3. ] 
9472. I f  yo' wan' ' e m [t o] move out an' de y won' git out , je s' when dey c a.e  

out de re - jes' whe n  de y come out , aft ah de y come out an' yo' know de y gone . yo '  

DIRE C TI ON I N  WHICH PERSON LEFT - THROW SAL T I N  
je s' git right in de same direc
t ion de y we nt , an' yo' take yo ' 
a handful of salt an' th row it 

in dere [in dire ct ion pe rson we nt ] . 
back, by de he ' p  of God. " De y won' 

Say , "Ah hope yo' st ay gone an' ne vah come 
come back, ain' t goin' come back. [Florence . 

S. C ar. , (1331), 2292:3. ] 
9473. An' de re ' s anothah thing dat she kin do or he  kin do at de home an' 

[if] de y can' t git along t uhgethah .  I f  he comes back, t uh keep ' e m from squab

DOORSTEP - SPRI NKLE SAL T AT - TO PREVENT QUARREL S  
blin' so much , sh e ki n t ake 
a li' le salt , cookin' salt . 
sprinkle it aroun' , in de 
an' he ' ll be quiet or she ' ll house , roun' de , ' bout de do' step in cases lak dat , 

be quiet . [Wilmingt on, N. C ar. , (252), 248:2. ] 
947 4. Jis' lak yo' wan' a house - jis' lak anyone naggin' an' de re be a whole 

lot of r�ws in de house an' yo' wan' a quit dat ro win' an' live ple asant in de 

SAL T I N  CAN OVER DOOR - " I N  NAME OF DE LORD" 
TO KEEP HOUSEHOL D P EAC EFUL 

house . Yo' t ake a li' le bit of 
t able salt , but choo have t uh use 
it In dE Name of de Lord. An '  yo' 
t ake dat table salt an' yo' put 

a li' le bit in a can or anything , an' put it up ovah de do . An '  dat ' s good tuh 
keep yuh home quiet . [Wilmington, N. C ar • •  (299), 222:8. ] 

9475 . Now, jes' lak dat - dat ' s commo n, dat s easy t uh be done , dat ' s a sh ort 
argument . Why yo' je s' t ake a li' le pot salt an '  sprinkle it ' fore yuh do' . Yo ' 

will nevah be in no peace at 

NO P EAC E AT ALL - I F  SALT PUT AT YOUR DOOR 

YOUR SALT ON P ERSON' S DOOR UP SETS PEAC E WI THI N 

all. Jes' a li' le pot salt . 
[Charleston, S. C ar. , (511), 
575:2. ] 
947 6.  Th row salt on de do' or 
on de porch , an' de y more den 
apt tuh leave . Yo' know saLt 
gives ' em bad luck if yo ' bring 

it from yuh own h ouse .  An '  de n de y won' t stay de re in peace an' de y' ll fin ' ly 
mo ve out . [St . Pete rsburg,  Fla. , (994), 1 606:4. ] 

947 7 .  Once someone had did some pin t uh hurt me an' de y tole me wh ut tuh do . 
Dey said go back home an' look undah de flo' - u ndah de step an' dig undah dere 

IF HURT - DI G HOL E  U NDER STEP S AND FILL WI TH SALT 
an' git some salt an' spriD
kle in da t hole . D a  t would 
kill dat wh ut de y had fo' .e .  

Wahl, ah did dat but ah don' know wus it . Ah did wh ut de y said all right . Dat ' s  
de best ah knowe d of it [to] do. [St . Pete rsburg, Fla. , (1033). 1 681:1.] 

947 8. Yo' t akes cookin' salt an' sprinkle it in front de do' . sprink le fer 
t ' ree mawnin' s. De n de fo' th mawnin' de people will mo ve out . Evah mawnin ' 
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3 MORNINGS BEFORE 6 SPRINKLE SALT AT DOOR TO MOVE 

3 MORNINGS BEFORE 6 SPRINKLE SALT AT DOOR AND WISH 

about - t ime about 'fo ' 6 
o'clock. [New Orleans, La., 
(801), 1117:1.] 
9479. There's several dif
ferent met hods to work at 
it . The one method, why 
you would get up in the 
morning at t hree o'clock 

and take t hree hands of salt , and throw 'em across the door and ma ke your 
wishes. And somet imes it have a t endency t o  make ' em move. [New Orleans, La., 
(819)' 1169:1.] 

9480. Yo' say yo' wan' 
carry it unbeknown t ub dem 

zem t ub move out dis house. Git chew some salt an' 
an' sprinkle it across de sill of de do' - see, right 

DOO RSILL - SALT ACROSS TO MOVE 
crossin' de do'. All rig ht .  Well, now, yo' 
see, dey gotta st ep ovah dat . An '  when dey 
open dat door de nex' mawnin' comin' tub go 

out where dis here salt is, yo' see, dey goin' tub pass ovah it , yo' undahst an'. 
Why dey gotta sweep it out a de house out a de way. An' when dey g o  tub sweep dat 
salt away from dere, see evahbody in de house follah it . Won't be long, ma ybe. 
Ah've had dat done t ub mahself all right .  [Jacksonville, Fla., (610), 787:12.] 

9481. Ah heard yo' could git some cookin' salt . Ah've heard dat chew kin 
t ake salt , cookin' salt , an' if anyone was kin' of a enemy of yo', dat is if 

BURY SALT UNDER YOUR DOORSTEP FOR AN ENEMY 
AFTER HE WALKS OVER IT HE BE COME S A FRIEND 

yo' an' him has had some disag ree
ment some way an' he seem tub be a 
enemy of yuh, dat yo' could bury it 
undah yore st eps, an' he'd walk ovah 

it , dey say he'll even come - really aft ahwards - come tub be yore friend, comes 
all de way 'long. [Waycross, Ga., (1062), 1721:17.] 

9482. Fo' peace in yore home, yo' kin t ake table salt , j is' common t able 
salt , an' sprinkle it roun' de flo', but don't sprinkle it heavy so dey kin de

FLOOR - SALT SPRINKLE D LIGHTLY O N  - BRINGS PEACE 

FOUR CORNERS OF HOUSE - SMALL SAL T PILE IN EACH 
NAME THE M: "MONEY" " PROSPERITY" "LOVE" "BUSINESS" 

t ect it , yo' see. An '  dat 
keep de diff'rence out a yore 
home. [Little Rock, Ark., 
(900)' 1473:18 .] 
9483. [Dey kin] bring salt 
from dere home an' put it 
int uh your place [house] -

salt , cookin' salt , see. An' de same thing dey says dat dey'd [t hey would] com
pare salt . It gives yuh hard luck as being a means of g ood luck by putt in' it 
in de fo' cornahs. [Salt brings bad luck and g ood luck.] 

(What will t hat do, putt ing it in the four corners?) 
Say dat brings luck. An '  yo' names each pile de kinda luck dat you'd lak tub 

run in. Fo' inst ance you'd lak tub have dis [demonst rat es] as de money pile, 
dis is some ot hah prosperit y, dis is love, an' dis is biggah business. [Jackson
ville, Fla., (556), 691:17.] 

9484. Go t ub de st o' an' buy yo' cookin' table - box of cookin' table salt . 
An '  if yo' kin git a chance tuh go tuh dat house, yo' put it roun' tuh de fo' 

4 CORNERS - INSIDE AND OUTSIDE HOUSE 
TABLESPOONFUL OF SALT IN EACH TO MOVE 

cornahs. Put about a t ablespoon of dat 
t ub evah foah cornahs of dat house. [4 
corners out side and 4 corners of each 
room]. An' yo' g o  inside an' yo' put 

as much as yo' kin in each cornah of dat house. Don't care how many cornahs 
it 's g ot ,  yo' put some in each cornah - a tablespoonful. An' dey have t ub move, 
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can' t stay in der e. [ Waycross, 
9485 . Git chew a new box of 

of t ab le salt an' yo' j es' t ake 

Ga. , (113 5), 1845 : 3 . ] 
t able salt . List en good ! Git chew a new box 
it an' open it . See, no one haven't nused [ used ] 

1!IEV SALT - STIR - THROW BEHIND DE PARTING MAN AND 
WMAN - SAYING " GO" - THEN IN 4 CORNERS OF HOU SE 
POT SALT - SOME UNDER HE ARTH BRICK - TO SEPARATE 

out of dat .  An' when de' bot h 
ar e leavin' yor e house, yo' 
j es' t ake some of dat salt 
an' chunk, stirrin' [ magic 
act ion] yor e salt lak dat 

[demonstrat es cir cular mo t ion, saying] ,  " Go. " An '  d en when dey - yo' j es' t hrows 
out yore arm lak dat [demo nstrat es] , yo' j es' spr inkle it aroun' in each cor nah 
of de house, in all fo' cor nahs, an' dey'll finely [ finally] br eak up. An' den 
yo ' take up one of de  bricks in yor e chimley an' j es' put some undah de bott om 
of dat ,  an' set it right back down der e. An' dey won't be der e  long - no, dey 
won ' t  be der e  long t uhget hah. 

(T hat will separat e  t hem?) 
Yes, separat ed .  
( I  would d o  that ?) 
Yes, separ at ed, fuss all de  t ime till dey separ at ed . Ah'll pull 'em apart . 
(If I wanted t o  do t hat , I would wait unt il t his man and his wife walk out 

and then I would sprinkle it in their house. Do all t hat ?) 
Yes. [ Sumt er,  S. Car . , (13 43), 2325 : 2. ]  
9486 . Yo' kin git t able salt an' sprinkle it in de  fo' cor nahs of de house: 

one, t wo, t hree, fo'. An' yo' put dat table salt in de  cor nah der e  an' yo' 

FOR PE ACE AND LOVE - SPRINKLE SALT IN 4 CORNERS 
OF HOUSE - AND AT SIDE OF BED WHERE HE SLEE PS 

sprinkle some salt around de  
side of  de  bed wher e he  sleep 
at , an' dat 'll make de home 
j es' charmed • • •  make it lovin, 

not have no fuss. Dat 'll stop de  fuss • • •  make peace, yessuh. [ All of t his be
cause salt keeps out " wit chcraft . "  For keeping out witchcraft , s ee No. 9446, 
p. 3 780 . ] [ Sumt er ,  s .  Car . , (1378), 2447: 17. ] 

9487. Take some salt an' t hr ow it in fo' cor ner s of d at place, an' t ake yo' 
two st icks an' cross 'em in d e  midd le of de flo', an' walk out backward s. Did 

j u' [ you] heah me? 

m KEE P HOU SE FROM BEING RENTED AFTER YOU MOVE 
PDT SALT IN 4 CORNERS - CROSS 2 STICKS IN CENTER 

(Yes. Now what would t hat 
do?) 
Dat would keep de  land lord 
from rent in' de  place. 
(T hat is to cross up t he 

house so t hat t he land lord can't rent t he place after he has mo ved you out . ) 
[New Or leans, La. , (15 58), 2833 : 5 . ] 

9488. If anyone will come in yuh house -
home an' broke yuh home up, an' yo' know dey 

j is' lak a person wan'a come in yuh 
come [ for that pur pose] , t ake some 

salt an '  go all t hrough yuh 
house an' t hrow it in de  each 
fo' cornahs of d e  house, an' 
use it In de Name of de Lord . 

IF ANYONE TRIE S  TO BREAK UP YOUR HOME - THROW 
SALT IN E AC H  4 CORNERS 11IN DE NAME OF DE LORD" 

An '  when dey use dat salt , t hrow it t hr ough de  house. Dey t hrow it undah yuh 
do ' st ep t oo when dey come. Why when dey come in dey can't d o  a t hing t uh yuh 
an '  e vaht hing will go on pleasant . [ Wilmington, N .  C ar . , (299), 222: 9+85 . ]  

9489. Yo' kin t ake salt , a bran'-new box of salt , an' t hrow it in each cor
nab. Start from d e  sunrise an' g o  round t uh each fo' cornahs, an' yo' put de 
salt in each cornah of yore house. An' git in de  midd le of yuh flo' an' yo' 
.ake a wish. [T he middle of yuh f Zo ' �  t he fift h point, t ur ns t his into a 
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S TART AT S UNRIS E S IDE OF HOUS E WITH NEW S ALT 
CIRCUMAMB ULATE OUTSIDE OF HOUS E CLOCKWIS E 
S PRINKLING AT THE 4 COB NERS - INS IDE IN CENTER 
OF FLOOR MAKE WIS H - IN DE NAME OF DE FATHER 
DE SON AND DE HOLY GHOST WITH PEACE INCANTATION 

quincunx rite.] Den yo' kin 
take dat salt an' burn it "In 
de Name of de FatJz ah, de Son 
an ' de Ho ly Ghost , put peace 
an '  pleasure in mah home." 
(After you do that at the sun
rise side, which way do you go 
then?) 
Yo' stay tuh yuh right [walk 

clockwise] . Yo' see yo' start in de sunrise an' yo' go roun' till yo' git tuh 
de last cornah. [Fayetteville, N. Car., (1 410), 2533:7 .] 

9490. Yo' kin put red peppah an '  salt - yo' weah dat in yore shoes, see. 
An ' den yo' take salt an' put it in each cornah of de wall in yore rooms where 

4 CORNERS OF BEDROOM - S ALT IN FOR PROTECTION 
OR S ALT AND RED PEPPER IN S HOES ALS O PROTECTS 
SWEEP S ALT AND RED PEPPER AND DEPARTING TRACKS 

yo' sleep at. An ' if anybody 
[come] tuh yore house dat yo' 
don' want tuh come tuh yore 
house - dey come tuh yore house 
an' yo' don' wan' 'em dere - de 

time dey'd leave yo' sprinkle salt an' red peppah in dere tracks right out dere 
behin' ' em, an' sweep it out. S ee, an' dey won' evah come back a'gin. Well, we 
tried dat one time 'bout a police, about a law. Dey haven't nevah been dere tuh 
bothah us no mo'. 

(That first about that salt and pepper [in 4 corners of bedroom] , that is to 
keep you from being harmed?) 

Yeah. [Waycross, Ga., (1078), 17 46:10.] 
9491. Wh y, y o ' kin be moved even wit de sunshine , even wit de table salt. 
(How do you do that?) 
Yo' take de Bible an' yo' take de salt an' 

sun, an' yo' throw yuh salt tuh de east. S ee 
go tuh de do' at de risin' of de 
[demo nstrates] .  An' yo' go through 

yore rooms no'th, east, so'th 
an' de west. S ee, an' yo' 4 DIRE CTIONS: BIBLE IN ONE HAND - S ALT IN OTHER 

GO TO DOOR AT S UNRIS E - THROW OUT S ALT TO EAS T 
OR GO THROUGH ROOMS THROWING S ALT TO 4 CARDINAL 
POINTS OF COMP ASS  - EITHER RITE 3 DAYS - HE GOES 

throw dat salt around in dat 
room. Dat is, eithah way yo' 
kin do it. An '  den yo' go 
back - yo' do dat fo' three 

mawnin's an' he'll git upset an' of co'se he'll move. Yore [victim's] nerves 
will become nervous an' yo'll [he'll] have tuh g o. 

(Now I go to the door that's facing th e east, and th row some salt • • •  ) 
Dat way, yes, an' dat way [demonstrates] • • •  fo' directions. 
(That will make them [him] move out.) [Little Rock, Ark., (88 7 ), 1461:5 .] 
9492. [Gambling rites using salt in HOODOO are common and scattered through 

the text - see especially vol.l, p.641 ,  Nos.2264- 227 0.] 
Yo' kin take some table salt, see lak yo' an' anothah fellah tuhgethah - yo' 

an' 'im gamb lin', see. Well, if he don' gamb le an' yo' gamble, yo' kin take 
some table salt, table salt whut de' [they] put 

GAMBLING - SALT USED WHIL E  anywheres. Have it in yore pocket an' let him have 
it in his pocket • • •  an' yo' goin' be gambling. Well, 

dis fellah , jes' lak ah'm settin' up heah now - ah'm lucky, yo' let dat [demo n
strates] jes' drop dat table salt right down ahind of [behind] him. Oat's tuh 
change his luck. 

(That is to spoil any hand that he has.) 
Oat's right. [S t. Petersburg, Fla., (999), 1 61 6:5 .] 
9493. T ake an' put dat salt on 'em. 
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ONbat d id you say - sal t ? )  
Salt will kill anybody [ anybody ' s Zuaky hand ] what set s dere a t  dat t ime .  
(Kill anybody ' s what ? )  
Toby . [Word toby wa s rare down Atlantic coa s t line . ] 
( I  see . ) 

3 7 89 

At de t ime dey u s in ' it , if yo ' kin g i t  a chance tub spr inkle salt on ' em ,  
d e  toby won ' t do ' em no good . An ' yo ' kin win j is ' a s  much as dey kin . Ah know 
dat . 

(Even if  you can ' t spr inkle that sal t on the toby , if you spr inkle it on them 
it ' s all r ight . )  

But put it on dem,  dey got dat on dem .  Yo ' spr inkle it  on dem .  
( I t  will kill the strength o f  the toby . I see , a gambl ing toby . ) [Vicksburg , 

Mis s . ,  ( 749) , 1019 : 3 . ] 
9494 . Yo ' kin take pot salt an ' carry i t  tub a [ skin game ] , j es ' lak if  yo ' 

goin ' gamb lin ' , an ' throw it  r ight wher e yo ' a t  or wher e de people at  t ill it  
connec t me wit all de money . Have good luck an ' succes s ful . An ' throw i t  an ' 
ta lk to it . Dat why yo ' have good luck an ' succe s s ful . Good luck in gamb lin ' . 
[ Sumter , S .  Car . , (1363) , 24 04 : 16 . ] 

9495 . Yo ' take dis table sal t s  in yor e han ' , don ' let it  tetch yo ' [ except 
your hand ] , an ' yo ' sprinkle it all ovah dem whu t ' s lucky , an ' dey begin tuh 
fa Z Z in ' .  

(They begin losing . )  
Yeah . [ Brunswick, Ga . ,  (1206) , 203 8 : 6 . ] 
94 9 6 . I f  yo ' winnin ' an ' somebody slip up behin ' j oo an ' sprinkle salt on 

yo ' , say yo ' go tub lo s in ' den . [Memphis , Tenn . , ( 1544 ) , 2805 : 7 . ]  
94 9 7 . In gamb lin ' , to drop salt down in [ on] each othah back an ' dat will 

cau se ' em tub lose . 
(That is if someone wa s lucky in winning . I f  you drop a l ittle salt on him , 

that  will kill his luck? ) 
Dat ' s r ight . [ Flor enc e ,  S .  Car . , (1285 ) , 2182 : 10 . ] 
9498 . In o thah word , if  yo ' wanta give him bad luck , yo ' could give him bad 

luck by put t in ' salt on him . Tub aross  his luck yo ' po ' salt on dis man .  Dat ' s 
bad luck tub anyone gamb l in ' , enythin ' , so for t h .  [Waycros s ,  Ga . ,  (108 0) , 1 7 4 9 . ]  

94 9 9 . Jis ' sprinkle table 
HOUSE - SALT SPRINKLED AT OR IN CAU SES  A QUARREL salt • • •  

[ I  stopped recording machine 
too soon , then decided to repeat informant ' s words . ]  

(You j u st spr inkle this table salt and that will cause a quarrel in the hou se?) 
It sure goin ' tub du z one evah t ime .  [Vicksburg , Miss . ,  ( 7 20 ) , 9 9 0 : 10 . ] 
9500 . (Take sal t  and do wha t with it ? )  
Sprinkle i t  in de house . Dat make , yo ' know, fu s s  an ' f ight . [ Wilson, N . Car . ,  

(1544 ) , 2681 : 10 . ] 
9501 . (Take table sal t ? )  
Yes suh , an ' spr inkle i t  all d e  way roun ' dat hou se an ' der e cain ' t any one go 

back tub it dat chew don ' t want tub . Call dat man ' s name da t chew don ' t wanta 

SALT NAMED AND SCATTERED AT HOUSE 
PREVENTS PERSON FROM RENTING IT 

go der e .  
( I  would d o  this i f  I d idn ' t want anybody to 
rent this house?  Or to l ive in her e after I 
left ? )  

Yes suh . [ Little Rock, Ark . , (8 9 9 ) , 14 7 1 : 6 . ] 
9502 . I f  yo ' kin git intuh dere house,  take table sal t an ' carry it  tub de 

fr ont do ' an ' throw it out . Jes ' come r ight straight through de house , spr in
klin ' it as yo ' walk through , an ' spr inkle it down an ' name it t ill yo ' git tub 
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TO MOVE PEOPLE SPRINKLE SALT AND NAME IT THEM 
AT BACK DOOR - THROUGH HOUSE - OUT FRONT DOOR 

de walk wher e it go in ' out [ to 
str eet or road ] an ' dey ' ll move 
out very shortly behin ' yo ' . 
(You go in the back door and 
walk r ight through the house? ) 
Walk r ight through the house an ' 

spr inkl e i t  as yo ' go out . [ Sumter , S .  Car . ,  (1384) , 24 59 : 7 . ]  
9503 . Yo ' kin take salt . Lak a man when he leaves , yo ' kin take sal t fo ' 

nine straight mawnin ' s an ' yo ' stan ' in de do ' an ' yo ' go on - yo ' come out . 

IF MAN LEAVES - WOMAN WALKS OUT SAME DOOR 
9 MORNINGS - THROWS SALT 3 TIME S OVER EACH 
SHOULDER TOWARDS HOUSE - EXPECT HIM IN 9 DAYS 

Come ou t in de front yard an ' 
take dat sal t an ' throw it back 
on dis  man thr ee times . Throw 
de sal t back in de house ovah 
yor e r ight shouldah three times , 

an ' ovah yore lef ' shouldah three t imes . Dat ' ll br ing ' im back . 
(You stand out in front o f  the door with your back to the house and you do 

that  nine morning s ? ) 
Nine mawnin ' s .  He ' ll be back in nine mawnin ' s .  He ' s gotta come back . [Mem

phis , Tenn . , (152 2 ) , 2 7 14 : 1 6 . ]  
9 5 04 . Yo ' kin j es ' take a new box of  pot salt an ' carry i t  an ' s tping i t  all 

de way round de house at night an ' talk tuh it an ' tell ' em ah want chew tuh 

CIRCUMAMBULATE HOUSE AT NIGHT 
TALKING TO AND STRINGING SALT 

9 MORNINGS - CIRCUMAMBULATE HOUSE - SCATTER 
SALT - SKIP 9 MORNINGS AND REPEAT - TO MOVE 

make sech-an '-sech-a one move OP 
leave heah . An ' when nine days 
are up why dey ' ll have tuh go . 
[ Sumter , S .  Car . ,  (1363) , 2404 : 3 . ] 
9505 . Dey take sal t nine mawnin ' s 
an ' put it from de front tuh de 
back, miss nine mawnin' s ,  an ' d en 
put it roun ' nine mawnin ' s ,  an ' 

den in twenty days dey ' 11 be gone . Dey couldn ' t l ive d er e  any mo ' . 
{That  is to make them move out o f  the house? ) 
Make them move . 
(In put t ing this salt from the front to the back,  do  you go through the house 

or round the house? ) 
Roun ' de hou s e ,  de outsid e ,  nine mawnin ' s an ' d en yo ' skip . Den yo ' do d e  

othah nine mawnin ' s .  Dat ' s two nine mawnin ' s ,  j es ' skip one nine an ' den pu t i t  
roun ' dere nine - outside of de buildin ' . Ah ' ve heard ' em say dat would make 
dem mov e ,  dat dey ' ll nevah have good luck wit dat house . An ' d ey can ' t stay 
dere any mo ' • 

(In other words , you s imply go round twic e ,  nine morning s ? ) [ Wil son , N .  Car . ,  
(148 6) ' 2159 : 1 .  1 

9 5 06 . Whut tuh do tuh keep de law from bo thahin ' yo ' . Yo ' could buy a fr esh 
box of salt , Jack FPost [ trade name ] sal t ,  an ' put two level handful at de front 

"LAW'' CAN BE KEPT AWAY BY USING SALT 

do ' an ' two level handful at de back, an ' 
dey ' ll nevah come roun ' yor e home . [ Sa
vannah , Ga . ,  {125 9 ) , 2136 : 6 . ] 
9507 . An ' even in usin ' dat salt - d id 
ah tell yo ' ' bout de sal t ?  Remembah when 

ah tole yo ' ' bout de usin ' de salt tuh keep d e  law away from yor e  house? Now , 
dat sal t whut chew use fo ' dat , don ' nevah use dat f o ' cookin ' or nuthin el se 
but j es ' fo ' dat  paht ic ' lah purpo se . [ Here is a par t of a fundamental law in 
hoodoo : ingr edi ent used - o ther than par ts  of a p er son ' s body or anything 
touc hing him ,  such as  clo thes - must  b e  new; and anything lef t over must  no t b e  
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used again for any purpo se . 
Car . , (1351 ) , 7 6 2 : 10 . ] 

L ike all laws , they are of ten broken ! ] [ Sumter . S .  

9508 . Now if yo ' runnin ' a gamb l in ' house , 
wanta be lucky ' bout dis thing , always keep in 

sellin ' whiskey , go t women , if yo ' 
yo ' plac e loo se sal t , ice cream 

sal t .  Git de  ice cream sal t ,  
it ' s in b ig lump s . [ Ice  
cream salt is rare in  HOODOO. ]  
Dey says yo ' could swallah 
one of ' em [ lump s ] ,  dey good 
fo ' yo ' s tomic anyway . Jes ' 

ICE CREAM SALT LUCKY FOR SELLING WH ISKEY OR WOMEN 
Oil A GAMBLING HOUSE - SCATTAH SOME ROUND DE HOUSE 
DO THIS 9 SUCCESSIVE MORNINGS - SKIP 9 AND REPEAT 
POLICE WILL STAY AWAY OR IF PAS SING SPEAK OR WAVE 

put one in yo ' mouth an ' swallah it an ' dey says dat ev ' ry once in a while j es ' 
scat tah some all round de house . I t  roll up lak snow [ informant no t a nat ive 
of place where we are talking ] or sweep it  out . Dey says de cop s  or p ' l ic e  will 
har ' ly evah pas s  by ; if dey do , dey speak tuh yo ' an ' wave dere han ' s .  Yo ' do 
dat fo ' nine mawnin ' s s traight an ' den yo ' skip nine . Dey tell me dat ' ll work 
fine. An ' ah believe some people ' s doin ' it r ight heah [ in the c ity ] now ,  ' cuz 
ah been heah a long t ime .  Dey say da t ' s a fac t . [ S t .  Peter sburg , Fla . , (1008 ) , 

3 TIMES THROW SALT TO SUNRISE WITH INCANTATION 
163 0 : 9 . ] 
9 509 . Salt throw tuhward s  sun
rise 3 t imes , say , Whitefo lks 

go an ' don ' t  aome baak. An ' dey ' ll [ polic e ]  s tay ' way from yuh . Go yuh UJay an ' 
Ze� me a lone . [Memphis , Tenn . , (968) , 156 7 : 2 . ]  

9510 . Ah heard yo ' could take sal t an ' spr inkle i t  roun ' yore house . Yo ' 
kaow, bury it undah de do ' s tep s an ' - if yo ' wanta sell l ikkah an ' keep de  law 

LAW KEPT AWAY BY SALT BURIED UNDER DOORSTEP S 

SALT AT DOOR BEFORE SUNRISE - NO ONE CAN ENTER GATE 

away from der e .  [Wilson , 
N .  Car . , (1469 ) ,  near 
265 2 : 11 . ] 
9511 . Yo ' r ise early in 
de mawnin ' befo ' de sun 

rise an ' 
(That 

1778 : 9 . ] 

put sal t befo ' de do ' , an ' nobody will nevah come in de  gate . 
is to keep the law away or your enemies . )  [Waycro s s ,  Ga . , (1104 ) , 

9512 . Well , now,  it ain ' t but two things tuh keep d e  law away from de place . 
Yo ' spread table sal t down where he is an ' he ain ' t goin ' tuh come up dere . 

rm!.Oil 'EM [ SALT ] DOWN 'IS [ LAW ' S ]  BACK ! 
Dat ' s all it is . Yo ' j es ' git tuh 
' im an ' throw ' em down ' is back an ' 
put ' im in hard luck,  an ' he ' s goin ' 

aa away from dere . 
(976) ,  1581 : 2 . ] 

He ' s no t goin ' tuh come where yo ' is . [Memphis , Tenn . , 

9513 . Ah wus told once that the law, the way to keep them away from your 
�e is to throw salt behind them , if they ever come . Get a handful of sal t 
..a throw behind him and they will b e  very seldom visitin ' . [New Orleans , La . , 
(796) , 1109 : 9 . ] 

9514 . Ah ' ve heard da t if yo ' don ' wan ' a person tuh yore house , when dey 
Ie.Ye take a hand of table sal t an ' throw i t  b ehin ' dem an ' dey ' l l  nevah return . 

9 MDRRINGS - SALT AT DOOR TO MOVE PERSON 

[ S t .  Peter sburg , Fla . , (1005) , 
1 6 21 : 3 . ] 
9515 . Take table salt an ' spr inkle 
it roun ' de do ' f o ' nine mawnin ' s ,  
an ' dey go tta go . 

(!bey have to move out o f  that house . )  [ Savannah , Ga . , (1252) , 21 25 : 6 . ] 
9516 . I f  yo ' l ivin ' roun ' a set o f  mean people or neighborhood , yo ' j es ' 

..ab [.orning ] fo ' nine mawnin ' s yo ' take salt , brand-new sal t an ' spr inkle it  
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9 MORNINGS - NEW SALT AT DOOR FOR FRIEND S 
all roun ' yore  do ' step an ' yo ' ll 
make plenty fr iend s - yo ' won ' have 
any enemies .  Evah mawnin ' fo ' nine 

mawnin ' s  b efo ' sunr ise in de mawnin ' .  [ Savannah , Ga . ,  (1 260) , 2140 : 1 . ] 
9 5 1 7 . Yo ' take sal t fo ' nine mawnin ' s  an ' yo ' s tart from de back side of yore 

house an ' j es '  goes lak dis heah [ d emons trates ] ,  j es '  go lak dat , an ' dat keep 

9 MORNINGS - STARTING AT BACK - CIRCUMAMBULATE 
HOUSE - USING 2 INCANTATIONS EXPRESSING PURPOSE 

any enemies out . Jes ' go ahead 
an ' throw yore salt , say : Stop 
her In de Name of de Lord. An ' 
yo ' have f r ien ' s all de t ime , 

yore  enemies won ' stay dere . An'  d e  law won ' come tub dis house • • •  
[ I  stopped r ecord ing but immed iat ely turned on machine to repeat  the mis sed 

words . ]  
(You do that  for nine morning s ,  and you say : GO 'way enemie s, an ' come in 

frien 's . )  
Dr ive yore  enemies out an ' br ing yore  fr iends in . An ' scattah it ins ide de 

house .  [Wil son, N .  Car . , (1504) , 267 0 : 1 0 . ] 
9 518 . [ New Orl eans was the scrubbingest place of them all , spec ial pr epara

t ions often being call ed a scrub . ] 
She take some sal t watah an ' evah mawnin ' befo ' day - i t  wouldn ' t  b e  quite 

light yo ' know - she ' d  take dat watah an ' scrub de whole place an ' scrub ' er 

SCRUB WITH SALT WATER - DAMPEN HIS HAT WITH IT 
room . An ' when he ' d  come she ' d  
rest his hat , lak anyone would 
do yo ' know. An ' she ' d  have a 

sof t damp rag wi t de same solut ion , an ' when he ' d  be read in ' or othahwis e  lak 
dat , she ' d  dampen his hat , j es '  take it lak dis  [ d emons tra t e s ]  an ' dampen i t . 

(Ju s t  dampen the hat with the rag . What is  that supposed to do then? ) 
Keep him d er e ,  yes . [ To keep him from being taken away would have b een a 

better answer . ]  [New Orleans , La . , (1563) , 28 5 9 : 2 . ]  
95 1 9 . Whut ah heard about de j ob proposition - whut chew kin do tub make him 

give yo ' a j ob or tub make peace . Yo ' undahstand me? Well , all yo ' have tub do 
is buy yo ' a fr esh box of Jack Frost [ t rade name] sal t an ' put it in yor e  pocket 

an ' put some in yore shoes an ' 

NEW SALT IN SHOES AND POCKET WHEN SEEKING JOB 
go on tub him .  
(Go down to the boss and ask him 
for a j ob ? ) 
Yeah , dat ' ll make peace . Dat ' s  

r ight , dat ' s  all yo ' gotta do . [ Savannah , Ga . , (125 9) , 213 7 : 6 1 . ] 
9 52 0 .  People say dat yo ' could take salt , fresh salt in de shoes - weah i t  

i n  de shoes . Anybody p u t  d o wn  anythin ' ag ' in yo ' ,  dey s a y  it wouldn ' t  take no 

PROTECT YOURSELF WHEN WALKING OVER HIDDEN 
CONJURE BY WEARING NEW SALT IN BOTH SHOES 

' feet . 
( I f  you walk over anything? ) 
Yes suh , if yo ' walk ovah anythin ' 
why i t  won ' t take ' feet ' count [ on 

account ] de sal t . [ Fayet teville , N .  Car . , (13 94) , 2505 : 1 1 . ] 
9521 . Den yo ' kin take table salt an ' weah it in de bot tom of yuh shoes , j es '  

lak yo ' got d is business goin ' on now [ informant will r eturn to dis business o f  

AUTHOR ADVI SED O N  HOW T O  BECOME " SLICK" 
IN YORE BUSINESS • • •  YO ' CARRYIN '  ON NOW 
BY WEARING SALT IN BOTTOMS OF BOTH SHOES 

tub be luc ky in yore  doin ' s an ' successful . 

mine later ] . Yo ' kin take table salt 
an ' weah it in de bot tom of yore 
shoes , an ' go roun ' dat by day wit 
dat undah de bot tom of yore feet , an ' 
yo ' come tub b e  slick an ' yo ' ll come 
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(You say wearing the sal t in your shoe makes you lucky in all sort o f  things? ) 
Jes '  in all sor ts  o f  things dat chew carry on. TAKE TABLE SALT AN ' PUT IT IN 

DE BOTTOM OF YORE SHOES DAT YO ' WEAHIN ' .  DAT ' S SO ' S  YO ' GIT SLICK AS GLASS .  YO ' 
HAVEN ' T  NEVAH TRIED DAT? 

(NO . )  
WELL , YO ' TRY DAT IN YORE BUSINESS .  JES ' LAK DIS  BUSINESS YO ' CARRYIN '  ON 

WOW. See , yo ' put table sal t in de bo t tom of yore shoe , yo ' be lucky an ' suc
cessful . Yore feet git s l ic k  as glas s . [ Faye t teville , N . Car . , (1415) , 254 6 : 11 . ] 

952 2 .  I ' ve known p eople to wear sal t in the bo t tom o f  their sho e ,  the lef t 
shoe rather , to prevent anybody from cunj uring them ; or , i f  they go any place 

SALT IN LEFT SHOE TO AVOID CUNJURE 
and walk on anything , it won ' t inj ure them. 
[ Snow Hill , Md . ,  (85) , grade school teacher 
who was born and s t ill l ives near Richmond , 

Ya • • excep t during the school year , 14 : 2 . ]  
9523 . They say tha t they [ an enemy] could take salt and put i t  in your lef t 

sboe and i t ' ll g ive you bad luck f or a cer tain number of years . [ This and pre

OILUCKY I S  SALT PUT IN YOUR LEFT SHOE BY ENEMY 

SALT IN RIGHT SHOE AND UNDER BED TO CHANGE LUCK 

ceding r ite abou t sal t in lef t 
shoe demons trates the power o f  
intention . ]  [ Richmond , Va . , 
( 38 7 ) , 4 59 : 5 . ] 
9524 . And he [ roo t doc tor ] 
told me to wear sal t in my 

right shoe and take a lit tle sal t and sprinkle up under the bed every day . He 
say it would change your luc k .  [Wilming ton , N .  Car . , ( 2 6 2) , 258 : 3 . ]  

9525 . Ah have , ah ' ve heard o f  ' em  takin ' yuh shoe an ' sprinklin ' table sal t 
.a' things l ike dat or Epsom sal ts  intuh yuh sho e .  An ' dat i s  i f  yo ' are a per

SIDES - SALT OR EP SOM SALT IN - KEEP S MAN HOME 
son who believes in s tayin ' 
away from home , lak if i t  was 
yuh husban ' an ' he ' d  lak tuh 

stay ' way from home all de t ime - always away from home . An ' dey would put some
�' intuh his shoe lak sal t or [ Epsom] sal ts  an ' - undahneat ' de l inin ' o f  de  
Shoe - an ' dat  would cuz ' im tuh s tay home . 

(Either shoe? Bo th shoes or j us t  one shoe? ) 
Both shoes tuh make him s tay home . [ S t .  Petersburg , Fla . , ( 988) , 1593 : 11 . ] 
952 6 .  Den dere ' s  ano thah thing , if yo ' wanta run a per son o f f . Yo ' kin take 

... [ get ] table sal t an ' j es '  throw it roun ' in yore room fo ' nine mawnin ' s .  Pu t 

.XS SHOES - WOMAN SHAKES SALT INTO TOES OR 
�S THEM UP SIDE DOWN - ONE AT CORNER OF BED 
..aD - OTHER CATERCORNERED AT BED FOOT - THEN 
..aP SALT IN ROOM 9 MORNINGS TO GET RID OF HIM 

THI S  I S  A MAGIC-oF-THE-DIAGONAL RITE 

a l i ' le in de toe of dey shoe 
an ' shake i t  down [ into the 
toes ] an ' turn dat shoe down , 
one down at de  foo t - one o f  his 
shoes down at de  foo t [of the 
bed ] af tah he ' s  gone tuh baid . 
Yo ' kin take dat shoe an ' turn 

� down at de foo t [ o f  the b ed ]  an ' carry one [ shoe]  tuh de haid [ o f  bed ] tuh dat 
.chah o ff [ oppo site]  pos t .  Jes ' lak d e  baid has fo ' cornahs , lay one [ shoe]  down 
a£ dis cornah an ' de  o thah one [ shoe ]  down at de  o thah cornah , j es '  lak dat [ d em
... trates by pointing to bed in interviewing room] . 

(What will that do ? )  
Vell , dat will run a man on away from yo ' .  
ffhat i s  to get r id of the man? ) 

Yes s ir . 
{You put the o ther shoe ca tercorner from the o ther one ,  and you [ also ] put 

� sal t around the room . ) 
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[ This magic-o f-the-diagonal rite is al so known in New Orleans by laying a 
broom catercorner under the b ed - see v . l ,  p . 6 7 4 , No . 24 2 5 . ]  

Yo ' put j es ' a least bit  o f  sal t roun ' in yore room ,  j es ' put a l i ' le bit  in 
his sho es an ' shake i t  down tub de toe where he won ' detect it when he go tub 
put it on . 

(That is to get rid o f  him? ) 
Git rid o f  him .  [ Savannah , Ga . ,  (1256) , 2129 : 3 . ] 
9 5 2 7 . Why , i f  yo ' i s  gone away from yuh wife an ' [ o f ten equal s or ] she gone 

away from yo ' , why yo ' kin git up soon in de mawnin ' , mo s ' any mawnin ' . Don ' t 

SILENCE : NO SPEAKING BEFORE CALLING HER NAME 
EARLY 3 MORNINGS - THROWING SALT WAY SHE WENT 

speak tub anyone . An ' j es ' go 
back dere an ' git sal t - a box . 
Git some sal t an ' call ' er name 
fer three mawnin ' s .  De foth 

she is a li ' le mind of it ,  
she comin ' back . 
you do with that sal t ? ) 

[ if she has the slightest intention o f  mawnin ' , if 
returning ] , 

(What d o  
Take dat 

7 85 : 9 . ] 
sal t an ' throw it de way she went . [ Jacksonville ,  Fla . , ( 6 0 6 ) , 

9528 . An ' den if yo ' wan ' him tub 
han ' while he ' s ' sleep - if yo ' maybe 

SLEEP - TO MAKE A PERSON TALK DURING 

SWEEPING SALT BEHIND VI SITOR 

tell evahthing he knows , yo ' kin put his 
ketch him drunk - put his han ' in some cold 

sal t an ' watah , if yo ' wanta f ind out whut 
he ' s do in ' , an ' he ' ll tell evahthing he 
knows . [Memphi s , Tenn . , ( 1 5 2 2 ) , 2698 : 15 . ]  
9529 . If yo ' know de per son dat ' s goin ' 
der e ,  if yo ' seein ' ' em an ' i t ' s j es ' 

somebody whut visit yo ' , dat yo ' don ' wanta visit yo ' . Well , now whenevah dey 
leave , yo ' j es ' throw j es ' a l i ' le p inch of sal t behin ' dem,  an ' sweep it in de 
direction dey gone . Dey can ' t - dey won ' t come der e ,  dey ' ll stay ' way . [Way
cro s s , Ga . ,  (1166 ) , 1 9 6 0 : 2 . ] 

9 5 3 0 . All right . Git  chew a box o f  table sal t an ' j es ' when dey leave out , 
yo ' j es ' take dat table sal t an ' spr inkle it behin ' dem .  An ' git chure broom 
an ' sweep de broom out behin ' dem. Yo ' won ' b e  bothahed wi t dem no mo ' . [Fay
etteville , N. Car . , ( 13 9 7 ) ,  2 5 1 6 : 3 . ] 

9531 . Ah ' ve heard that  i f  there ' s anybody come to yore house that yo ' don ' t 
want them tub come there , when they go tub leave , throw some sal t b ehind them an ' 
j es ' sweep l ightly an ' that  will stop them from comin ' [ to sweep light ly here i s  
a part of the magic action] . [ Fayetteville , N .  Car . , (1421 ) , 2 5 60 : 10 . ] 

9532 . An ' when ah gits  tid [ tired ] o f  ' em comin ' tub see me , dey way ah do ' s 
him : When he - j i s ' when he git tin ' up goin ' out , ah ' ll put sal t behin ' him ,  an ' 
take a broom an ' sweep him on out . An ' ah won ' t be bo thahed wit him no mo ' . Ah 
won ' t have tub hur t his f eelin ' . [Memphi s ,  Tenn . , (94 7 ) , 152 6 : 8 . ] 

9533 . Den ,  in case , i f  de police come tub yuh house an ' yo ' runnin ' a whiskey 
house or some kinda business , well yo ' kin take some sal t an ' throw it out behin ' 

WHEN SWEEPING SALT BEHIND PERSON USE NEW BROOM 

MAKE A WI SH WHILE THROWING SALT BEHIND VI SITOR 

dem ,  an ' sweep it out wit a 
bran ' -new broom .  He won ' t come 
back no mo ' . Dat will keep ' em 
from comin ' back . [ Savannah , 
Ga . ,  (1259 ) , 2138 : 9 . ]  
9534 . As per son leaves ,  throw 
salt , make wish , take broom and 

sweep , won ' t come back . [Washington , D . C . , ( ? ) , 805 : 2 . ] 
9535 . Take sal t an ' tro ' [ throw] roun ' de house an ' cus s  ' em ,  den sweep i t  -

sweep dey tracks . Dey say dey won ' t come back den . 
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(What will that d o  then? ) 
CUSS AND SWEEP OUT VIS ITOR ' S 

SALT- COVERED FOOT TRACKS 
Dey say dey won ' t come back . 
[ Florence , S .  Car . , (1292) , 2191 : 10 . ] 
9536 . Dey tell me , git chew some salt when dey 

soin ' [ from your house ] .  Start where dey got up from an ' carry it on an ' spr in-

SPRINKLE SALT FROM WHERE VIS ITOR SAT TO OUTDOORS 
SWEEP SALT OUT DOOR CALLING NAME AND SAYING " GO ! "  

kle . Throw it out de do ' an ' 
call dere name an ' tell ' em 
tub go . Den take up de broom 
an ' sweep dat same salt out 

chore do ' . Dey won ' t come back . [ Florence,  S .  Car . , ( 1 2 93 ) , 2 1 94 : 16 . ] 
9537 . Have tub git  chew a box of table salt , spr inkle it all ovah yo ' flo ' . 

Dat ' s  from de front do ' - j is ' lak if yo ' got a po ' ch on yore house ,  LAK DAT 

9 II>RNINGS - SPRINKLE SALT ON THE PORCH AND SWEEP 
IT OFF BEGINNING AT DOOR - TO MOVE PERSONS WITHIN 

PO ' CH DERE [ po int s ] - from 
de front do ' tub de po ' ch . 
[ For this porch see comment 
later . ] An ' take yo ' a 

broom - one dese ole long brooms� stiff handle one [ see comment later ] - an ' 
sveep it r ight out . Jis ' take dat salt an ' sweep i t  out . Do dat fo ' nine mawn
iD' s .  An ' af tah de nine mawnin ' s dey wi l l  move an ' nobody won ' t  have tuh te l l  
'enr. 

(That i s  to make a per son move out of the house . But you have to sweep that 
�f f up , spr inkle it at their house? Don ' t you or what ? )  

Don ' care whose house it is , if it ' s yuh house or dere house or anybody ' s 
� e .  Jis ' lak yo ' rent in ' dat man ' s house , yo ' rent in ' dat house belong tub 
dat man .  Well , prob ' ly yo ' go dere a t  night , quite natchel [ natural ] i f  yo ' 
wanta do dat yo ' goin ' have a broom wit chew . Well , yo ' take dat salt an ' spr in-
ltl.e. • • • 

[ The preced ing dat po 'ah dere is a valuable p iec e of personal memorab ilia . I 
cauld not remember whether I had interviewed in a second-floor back room ,  or one 
looking out upon the upper porch of the former Clark Ho tel for blacks at Method
ist Town , a black settlement then on the edge of St . Petersburg . You can see a 
colored pho tograph o f  this building , now abandoned , among the illustrat ions at  
� end o f  v . 3 ,  I ll . 8 .  This  picture I took in 1 9 7 0 , 31 year s af ter the pr esent 
�erview . For St . Petersburg , see a lso vol . l , Intro . XXXIV , and let ter to Ed
..rd Buf ford among illus trat ions at end of vol . 2 . ] 

[The preceding long broamsJ stiff handle one i s  somet ime called a stiak broom 
(see 2424 , p . 674 , v . l ) . The shor t broom or un-stitf one , of cour se , is var ious 
�iet ies of the hand sweeper ; long and tough gras ses or twig s laid in a row and 
4Dabled , the point of doubling being the handle . ]  [ S t .  Petersburg , Fla . , (104 9 ) , 
U04 : 6 . ] 

9538 . If this per son was an enemy to you , then you get some salt - out o f  a 
� that has never b een used - and when the per son leaves , you spr inkle the salt 

10RD ' S NAME - USED WHEN SPRINKLING SALT BEHIND 
EIEMY - SWEEP IT OUT - SET BROOM BOTTOM UPWARD S 

behind them . You d id it In the 
Name of the Lord . Then take a 
broom and sweep it out the way 
they went . Then set the broom 

t.ck in the house bot tom s ide upward .  And they wouldn ' t come back again . [ For 
setting brushy par t of broom up and handle down behind door , a r ite  widely spread, 
-.e 243 2 ,  Wilming ton , N .  Car . , and 2433 , New Orleans , La . , both p . 67 5 ,  v . l ,  etc . ] 
[Old Po int Comfor t ,  Va . ,  collected in 1936 by Ediphone . ]  

3 TIMES THROW SALT BEHIND PERSON : IN THE NAME OF 
0) THE FATHER ( 2 )  THE SON ( 3 )  THE HOLY GHOST 

9 5 3 9 . As per son leaves , make 
one throw of salt behind him : 
In the Name of the Father , 
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second In the Name of the Son , and third In the Name of the Ho ly Ghost . 
come back . This same thing in ano ther person ' s house wil l  make him move 
[ Washington , D . C . , ( ? ) , 8 06 : 12 . ] 

Won ' t 
out . 

9 540 . If  yo ' has a individual in 
an ' yo ' can ' t g i t  him out - or  can ' t 

SALT ON MATTRES S OF UNWANTED VIS ITOR 
BEFORE TURNING IT - UPS ET EVERYTHING 
DAT 1 S A KIND OF A TORMENT TO DE ROOM 

yuh house an ' yo ' wan ' dat individual out , 
git him or her out - why evah time dey go 

out , yo ' turn dat mat tress ovah . An ' 
evah time dey go out yo ' spr inkle salt on 
dat mat tress an ' turn it ovah , an ' have 
dere things changed aroun ' from where dey 
put it . When yo ' f ind it at one place , 

take an ' change it an ' put i t  at ano thah place . Dat ' s a kinda torment to de  
room . Dey will f inely [ f inal ly ] move away . [ S t .  Petersburg , Fla . , ( 98 3 ) , 
1591 : 1 2 . ] 

( 2 )  SALT AND RED PEPPER TOGETHER 

[ Normally the word pepper alone means red pepper , usually b lack pepper being 
described as b lack (see examples in the black pepper rites at the beginning of 
sect ion (4) , Nos . 9644- 9654) .  Black can be substituted for red in an emergency , 
but red is more powerful ; especially potent , if the container in which it was 
purchased pictures a red devil . Red of course almo st  always ind icates cayenne 
pepper , though " f inger peppers"  - the ho t-sauce peppers - are sometimes ment ioned .] 

9 541 . Tuh do yuh harm? Well , dere ' s sev ' ral ways dat a p erson could harm 
yuh . At t imes a person would take red peppah an ' salt an ' stir i t  an ' spr inkle 
it aroun ' . At times dey could throw it on yo ' shouldah or enywheres about chah 

an ' make yuh have ill luck . 
BACK OR SHOULDER - RUB OR THROW ON (Well , what do you mean by throwing that  

SALT AND RED PEPPER MIXED salt and pepper around ? ) 
Jes ' take i t , yuh know, lak dey go t i t  in de 

hand , yuh know . Jes ' have it lak dis  [ demonstrates ] . While yo ' stand ing dere 
dey could spr inkle a l i ' l on yuh back.  Well , somet imes , yuh know , dey come tuh 
yuh wit dey han ' an ' j es ' rub on yuh , yuh know , an ' say , "How yuh is ? "  Dey par ts 
it [ salt and pepper ] down [ on you ] de  same time , see . 

(What will that do to you then? ) 
Dat ' ll give yuh ill luck . 
(That will give you ill luck? ) 
Dat ' l l  give yuh ill luck . Yuh wouldn ' t b e  a success fer nuthin , prob ' ly fer 

de rest of yuh days . [ Charleston , S .  Car . , (517 ) , 604 : 4 . ] 
9 5 42 . Well , they say that they could g e t  a - can you hear what ah say? 
( I  heard you . ) 
Well , they tell me they can take a red pepper [ cayenne pepper ] and salt and 

spr inkle that  in front of your door . Tha t ' s to make confusion and you can ' t get 
along ther e and that [ sort of thing ] . Why , you ' l l  move . [ New Orleans , La . ,  

(835) , 12 56 : 5 . ] 
BURN SALT AND RED PEPPER - WISHING 9 5 43 . Dey use [ burn ] cayenne peppah an ' 

table salt an ' make yuh wishes ovah da t . 
An ' if yuh kin git anywhere about de  house , tuh git some of it in dere , da t ' l l  
make d em  f ight lak de devil . 

(Tha t ' s all you have to do . Burn s ome o f  that . )  [ Norfolk , Va . , (48 6 ), 515 : 12 .] 
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9544 • .  Take d e  peppah an ' sal t  an ' press it tuhgethah an ' burn it , an ' put 
i� in yore pocket an ' carry it wit yo ' when yo ' go in ' tub look fo ' a j ob ,  if yo ' 

UEAR BURNED SALT AND PEPPER FOR JOB 
want luck.  An ' if yo ' talkin ' tub yore 
man , yore bossman , dat ' s  yo ' s  tryin ' tub 
git a j ob wit , have dat in yore han ' an ' 

[they say yo ' ll g i t  yo ' a j ob if anybody gits one . [Wil son , N .  Car . , ( 148 6) , 
cylinder 2 6 60 : item No ? ]  

9545 . If de oppo s i t e  party would want confus ion in yore house , dey [ you ] 
take an ' send ovah tub yore ne ighbah tub borrah some sal t . An ' aftah yo ' git  
da� salt , yo ' see , yo ' take dat sal t  an ' yo ' go  roun ' de house - an ' yo ' put 

CDKNERS 3 OF HOUSE - PUT AT - SALT BORROWED 
PROM THAT HOUSE - MIXED WITH OWN RED PEPPER 

some cayenne peppah [wi th it ] see -
roun ' de three cornahs of de house , 
see . Yo '  put dat cayenne peppah 
roun ' dere  an ' it will cuz confu

sion dere . Dey won ' t  be no kinda ' greements [ agreement s ]  atall . Dey ' ll j es '  be  
in a uproar all  de t ime roun ' dere , by borrahin ' de table sal t . 

(Well , now who would do that?  Suppo se they [ peopl e ]  would want to cause con
fusion in this house [where I am int erviewing ] ,  some other person out s ide would 
borrow from some ne ighbor near here? ) 

Borrow it from heah [ the house we are in now] . 
(You have to borrow it from the person with whom you are go ing to cause con-

fusion? ) 
Yessuh . 
(Then you say they are r ight a t  the same house where they borrow i t ? ) 
Yessuh . [ Fayettevill e ,  N .  Car . , (1398) , 2518 : 1 . ] 
954 6 .  Well , if yo ' wanta make ' em  f ight bad in yore home , yo ' j es '  go dere 

an' git chew some sal t  an ' red peppah , an ' yo ' take it an ' yo ' throw it in each 

CORNERS 4 OF HOUSE - SALT AND RED PEPPER IN 
cornah of de house - throw it in 
each cornah of de house . Take it 
an ' put a l i '  1 b it on de flo ' . Won' 

be long ' fo '  dey be  f ight in ' . [ Sumt er , S .  Car . , (1368) , 2425 : 1 . ]  
9547 . Take cookin ' sal t  an ' mix it wit cayenne peppah, ef dey have a rug or 

anythin ' on de floor , an ' spill it in evah cornah in de house . He canno t stay 
dere . He ' ll have tub leave . 

CORNERS OF HOUSE - ALL OF THEM 

CIOSS S IGN - SALT AND RED PEPPER BEHIND - "GO" 

[ Jacksonvill e ,  Fla . , ( 617) , 
7 92 : 6 . ] 
9548 . When person leaves , throw 
sal t an ' red peppah b ehin ' ' im 

an '  make sign of cro s s  an ' tell ' im tub GO !  [Washington , D . C . , ( ? ) , 8 17 : 6 . ] 
9549 . Take yo ' some red peppah an ' salt an ' spr inkl e in dis person yard in 

de night , da ' kest  night , say dey ' ll move . Yo ' wouldn ' t b e  worried wit ' em  any 

DARKEST NIGHT - SALT AND RED PEPPER - IN YARD 

NEW SALT AND RED PEPPER ON PORCH 

mo ' .  [ Brunswick,  Ga . , (1217 ) , 
2170 : 10 . ] 
9550 . Git a bran ' -new box of 
sal t an ' cayenne peppah an ' yo ' 
spr inkl e it aroun ' in de porch 

an' in de rooms . Sal t an ' peppah makes confus ion . Cayenne peppah . [Mob ile , 

DOOR - SALT AND RED PEPPER AT - CROSSING SPELL 
Ala . , ( 68 8 ?  701? ) , 953 : 4 . ] 
9551 . Heard of ' em  usin '  sal t  
an ' red peppah tuhgethah . Dat 

is �h raise disturbanc e roun ' de home . Mix de sal t an ' peppah tuhgethah an ' 
spr inkl e i t  undah de do ' s ill o r  somewhere neah de house , an ' in crossin '  dat , 
da� ' ll teah up a home . [ The words doorsi l l  and saddle o f  the door are infrequent 
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in hoodoo usage . ]  [ Wilson , N .  Car . , (1454 ) , 2 643 : 14 . ] 
9552 . Well , they say tha t they could get a - can you hear what ah say? 
(I heard you .  ) 
Well ,  they tell me they can take a red pepper [ ground cayenne pepper from a 

box ] and sal t and spr inkle tha t in front of your door . That ' s  to make confus ion 
and you can ' t get along there and that [ sor t of thing ] . Why , you ' ll move . [New 
Orleans , La . , (835) , 125 6 : 5 . ] 

9553 . Take some sal t an ' red peppah an ' bury it undah de s teps . Da t ' ll 
make ' em leave . 

(Make them move ou t o f  the house? ) 
Yessuh . [Memphis , Tenn . , (1533 ) , 2750 : 5 . ] 
9554 . Ah hear ' d  dey take sal t an ' peppah an ' put i t  undah yuh dohs tep , dat ' ll 

hurt choo . [ Wilming ton , N .  Car . , (19 9 ) , 105 : 6 . ]  
9555 . Go tuh yore house ver ' [ early ] mawnin ' ' fo '  sunr ise an ' spr inkle sal t 

undah yore do ' s tep - sal t an ' red peppah undah each do ' s tep . Dat ' ll make yo ' 

BEFORE SUNRI SE - SALT AND RED PEPPER AT DOOR 

INSIDE AND OUTSIDE DOOR 
SALT AND PEPPER - INCANTATION 

move . 
(But i t  mus t  be before sunr ise? ) 

Yes . [Memphis , Tenn . , (945) , 
15 25 : 4 . ] 
9556 . As he leaves yo ' kin take 
dis  peppah an ' sal t togethah an ' 
spr inkle i t  all roun ' outside 

yuh door an ' j es '  on de inside , an ' tell ' em  tuh s tay out [ use some sor t of in
canta t ion] an ' dey won ' come in - can ' t come in . 

{That ' s  to keep anyone from s taying there . )  
Yes s ir . [Mobile , Ala . , ( 6 6 6 ) , 67 7 : 5 . ] 
9557 . Yo ' take sal t an ' red peppah dus t . 
( Suppo se that ' s  my door r ight there [ door o f  interviewing room] . Now , how 

would you put that down? ) 
[ Informant go es over to the door . ] 
Yo ' dig a trench [ demonstrates ] .  
( S traight out from the door . )  
Right near de step s ,  an ' put i t  [ ingred ient s ]  in dere [ demons trates ] :  one , 

two , three , an ' covah i t . 
(You make these three trenches r ight in front o f  the door s tep and you put one 

of these things [ p iles of mixed salt and red p epper ] in each of tho se trenches 
and you cover them up . And then wha t do you say? ) 

3 TRENCHES DUG AT RIGHT ANGLES TO DOOR 
3 PILES OF SALT AND PEPPER COVERED IN 

"Go devil ! "  
(And you say no one can s tep over that 
door [ doorsill ] ? )  
No s ir . 
[ As soon as informant lef t the room I 
added a comment o f  my own : "Wilming ton , 

N . C .  The informant d id mo s t  of this by pantomine : mix ing the sal t and red pepper, 
divid ing it into three p iles , d igging three trenches ,  f illing and cover ing them . 
His f ew words were mumbled . Hence I had to recons truc t wha t was ac ted and spoken 
from my own running comment s  on the telediphone cylinder . ]  [ Wilming ton , N .  Car . , 

DOORSTEP - SALT AND RED PEPPER UNDER 
AS VISITOR LEAVES - THROW SALT AFTER 

(228) , 2 23 : 1 . ] 
9558 . Heard ' em  say dat tuh put bad luck 
on yo ' ,  dey would g i t  some cayenne peppah 
an ' sal t an ' bury it at dere s tep where 

yo ' come up a t  - so yo ' have tuh walk ovah i t . 
Af tah yo ' d  leave out [ depar t ] , den dey ' d  spr inkle some sal t on yo ' - throw i t  



- Hoodoo - Conj urat ion - Witchcra f t  - Roo twork - 3 7 9 9  

onto yo ' .  Yo ' know, j is '  a s  yo ' d  be passin ' out [ through the door ] , dey ' d  throw 
it on yo ' lak dat [ demons trates ] . 

(What will that do then? ) 
Thet would run yo ' away from de place . [Memphis , Tenn . , ( 9 2 7 ) , 1509 : 2 . ] 
9559 . Jes ' take some red peppah , dis cayenne peppah an ' sal t ,  table salt 

an' j es '  spr inkle it all in de hous e ,  an ' dat ' ll cuz confus ion or a bad sepa
ration . [Memphis , Tenn . , 

SPRINKLE SALT AND RED PEPPER IN HOUSE FOR SEPARATION (1555) , 2 8 29 : 8 . ] 
9560 . Well , j es '  lak yo ' 

9 MORNINGS SCATTER SALT AND RED PEPPER FOR CONFUSION got a good ole man an ' 
some t imes dey begrudge 

yo ' ,  well , yo ' j es '  spr inkle salt an ' cayenne peppah aroun ' every mawnin ' fo ' 
nine mawnin ' s ,  an ' dat keeps up a dis turbance - keep ' em f ight in ' an ' fus s in ' . 

(That br eaks you [ a  family ] up . )  [Memphis , Tenn . , (15 27 ) , 2 7 26 : 7 . ] 
9 5 6 1 . [You ] kin git some simple thing an ' j is '  git some red peppah - cayenne 

peppah - an ' salt , an ' call ' em in an ' have a few word wit ' em ,  kinda conver sa
t ion . An ' den af tah [ or as ] dey go out , throw 
it  out behin ' dem an ' j es '  sweep it out . Dat ' s  

SWEEP FOOT TRACKS OUT THE DOOR how yo ' could d o  dat . Dat ' s  a li ' l  s imple way 
SALT AND RED PEPPER ON THEM tub git r id o f  anybody dat yo ' don ' t want . 

(I see . Now what else could they do ? )  
Well , dat ' s  about de s implest thing yo ' could 

do tub git r id o f  ' em .  [Mob ile , Ala . , ( 7 09 ) , 9 7 7 : 1 . ] 
9562 . (How do you do that ? )  
What you d o  with a broom? Just like I want you to leave out o f  this house , 

where I ' m  got t ired and s ick and disgusted [with you ] . All I go t ta do is  ge t me 
some sal t ,  you see , and some pepper . And j us t  as you leave out , I take the salt 
[ and pepper ] and throw it behind you - throw it down and I take the broom and 
sweep . [New Orleans , La . ,  ( 866) , 1403 : 1 . ] 

9563 . I hear say if  de r entman come to your house an ' yo ' a in ' t  got de 
.aney , ain ' t able to pay him an ' yo ' don ' t want him to put yo ' out , get yo ' a 

brand-new box o f  salt , and a brand-new 
SWEEP NEW SALT AND PEPPER FOR RENTMAN box o f  pepper . Open de door an 1 don 1 t 

use no thin ' else but that . Every t ime 
be come dere , spr inkle your house an ' sweep it , sweep it in the room an ' yo ' 
won' t have no trouble with him . [Nor folk, Va . ,  (465) , 4 5 8 : 1 . ] 

9564 . As person leaves , spr inkle salt 
an ' p eppah behin ' ' im an ' say , GO! An ' 

IRCANTATION AT DOOR WITHOUT SWEEPING don ' t  come back no mo ' .  [Washington, 
D . C . , ( ? ) , 8 22 : 2 f . ] 
9565 . They tell me that if you on a j ob 

like now, i f  I ' m workin ' heah with some people an ' yo ' don ' t like me . [You say ] 
wi wish you ' d  git away from heah , " ' caus e he [ you ] go t hateful ways or somp in 
like that , " s tuck-up" [maybe ] .  They tell me yo ' take salt an ' cayenne p eppah 
an' mix it togethah . I f  you could ketch dem g oin ' out o f  do ' ,  throw it at ' em 
so they won ' t see it  an ' sweep it on out . An ' they said he won ' t  be  d eah long . 
[Richmond , Va . ,  (346) , 28 9 : 3 . ] 

9566 . Dey say dey spr inkle salt an ' peppah in de house an ' when dey go out 
yo '  kin sweep it  out behin ' ' em an ' dey ' ll move out lak dat . [ Brunswick, Ga . ,  
(1199 ) , 211 6 : 7 . ]  

9567 . Yo ' kin take red peppah an ' sal t an ' spr inkle it , chew know, where yo ' 
set down [ have been sitting ] an ' where yo ' walk , an ' sweep it d irect out de do ' .  
AD '  if dey keep on doin ' dat cons tant , piles o f  people tell me , really yo ' git 
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tuh de place dat yo ' couldn ' t  s tay dere . [Memphis ,  Tenn . , ( 940) , 15 20 : 9 . ]  
9568 . Well , if yo ' are here an ' ah want chew tuh leave out , ah throw sal t 

when yo ' leave out de doah . Ah throw salt behin ' yo ' befo ' yo ' turn - when yo ' 

VISITOR ' S  FOOT TRACKS SWEPT OUT TO S IDEWALK 
turn yuh back tuh leave . Ah throw 
sal t an ' den ah take de broom an ' 
ah sweep , ah sweep it all out tuh 

de sidewalk [ sweep the visitor ' s  foo t tracks o f f  your prop er ty ] . An ' if yo ' 
continue tuh return , j i s '  add some pepper to  it  an ' f inely yo ' ll quit comin ' . 

[Mob ile , Ala . , (650) , 845 : 3 . ]  

LEFT SHOULDER - SALT AND PEPPER OVER - SWEEP 

peppah an ' sweep it out b ehin ' yo ' ,  throw it  
i t  out behin ' yo ' .  Den yo ' ll leave . 

9 5 6 9 . Ah ' ve heard ' em say they 
could take salt an ' red peppah 
an ' make ' em move . 
(How would they do that ? )  
When yo ' leave out the house ,  
dey sprinkle that  salt an ' [ red ] 

ovah they left shoulder an ' sweep 

(You mean if I were doing that , I would throw it over my lef t shoulder ? )  
Yessuh . [Memphis , Tenn . , (91 7 ) , 1485 : 8 . ] 
95 7 0 .  Well , dey j es '  take salt an ' peppah 

an ' salt , mix it good tuhgethah an ' each t ime 

DOORSTEP - SALT AND RED PEPPER UNDER 
ALSO SWEPT OUT THE DOOR 

CUSS DEM • • •  "GO AN ' STAY AN ' NEVAH COME BACK" 
SWEEP SALT AND RED PEPPER BEHIND HIM 

do ' h  an ' sweep out - sweep behin ' dem .  Cuss 
nevah come back . " 

an ' mix it tuhgethah - red peppah 
yo ' come , put i t  undah de do ' step . 

Jes ' keep it  up undah de do ' s tep , 
an ' each time yo ' come back , j es '  
throw i t  a t  chew an ' yo ' know , 
take de broom an ' sweep it  out . 
Pur t ty soon yo ' will s tay away . 
[ Fayetteville ,  N .  Car . , (1390) , 
2 5 91 : 2 . ] 
95 7 1 .  When dey come , j es '  mix a 
little salt an ' red peppah tuh
gethah , an ' as  dey goes yo ' 
sprinkle it  right on behin ' de 

dem some . Say , "Go an ' s tay an ' 

(They will never come back again . ) [Charles ton , s .  C ar . , No . 518 , Doa toP 
Nelson , 610 : 11 . ] 

9 5 7 2 .  Take sal t an ' peppah . See , evah t ime yo ' come tuh yore house yo ' j es '  
throw i t  behin ' ' im an ' yo ' cus s  ' im  out . Don ' t say nuthin good , j es '  cuss ' im  

CUSS 'IM OUT THROWING SALT AND PEPPER BEHIND HIM 
SWEEP 'IM ON OUT [ TO ]  DE STREET WITH INCANTAT ION 

out , j es '  say , "Go on ! Don ' 
chew come back heah tuh mah 
house no mo ' • " J es ' sweep 
' im on out de s treet . An ' 

he s tay ' way f r om dere . [ Sumter , s .  Car . , (1351) , 234 2 : 5 . ]  
9 5 7 3 . If yo ' got a man or a woman an ' yo ' wanta git rid o f  ' em , yo ' j es '  let 

' em come in an ' yo ' take some salt an ' peppah an ' sweep it out behin ' ' em  an ' 

GIT OUT BEAH,. YO ' DEVIL, YO ' • • •  SWEEP SALT AND PEPPER BEHIND 
tell ' em ,  "Git out 
heah , yo ' devil , 
yo ' ! Don ' t nevah 

come back tuh heah no mo ' ! " 
wick , Ga . ,  ( 1 210) , 214 7 : 1 . ] 

[ That i s ] if yo ' wan t s  tuh g i t  rid o f  ' em .  [ Bruns-

9 5 7 4 . Dey tell me dat if yo ' on a j ob - lak now , if ah ' m  workin ' here wid 
some people an ' yo ' don ' lak me [ you say ]  "Ah wish yo ' d  git away from heah" , 
' cuz he [ you]  go t hateful ways , "  or sumpin lak dat . Dey tell me yo ' take sal t 
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Al! JIISH YO 'D GIT AWAY • • •  YO '  GOT HATEFUL WA YS 

SWEEP SALT AND RED PEPPER BEHIND 

an ' cayenne peppah an ' mix it 
tuhgethah . If yo ' ketch dem goin ' 
outa [ the ] do ' ,  throw i t  at ' em so 
dey won ' t  see i t , an ' sweep it on 

oat . An ' dey said he won ' t  be dere long . [ Richmond , Va . , (346) , 3 8 7 : 3 . ] 
9575 . If yo ' want to keep people away from your house an ' afraid that they 

� chah , yo ' mus t  always have sal t an ' r ed cayenne pepper mixed together . Yo ' 

3 TIMES WISH "KEEP OUTA MY HOUSE" 
SUEEPING SALT AND RED PEPPER BEHIND 

take that sal t an ' cayenne pepper , they 
people go out . When they come in de house, 
yo ' don ' t want ' em to come , yo ' d  put that 
salt and cayenne pepper all behin ' ' em .  

An' then yo ' take de broom an ' sweep that off de way that they go out . As yo ' 
�p it , make a wish , "Keep outa my house . "  See? Well , they do that three 
tt.es . An ' then they won ' t  come back to your house no more . If they mean yo ' 
any harm , they ain ' t comin ' back no mor e .  [ This is  an unusual preparation for 
an emergency : You mus t always have salt an '  red cayenne pepper mi:x:ed together. 
Often mater ials  mus t be new and remainder s discarded . ]  [ Richmond , Va . , (348) , 

2 91 : 1  or 348 : 1 . ] 
ONE PART RED PEPPER INTO FIRE 

omER. PART WITH SALT AT DOOR - SWEEP 
95 7 6 . [ If you ] wan ' ' em  tub move out 
sometime or don ' wan ' a  be  bo thahed wit 
nobody dere in dat house , yo ' - someone 

says tub put red peppah in de fire an ' burn it , an ' throw salt ovah de flo ' , an ' 
as dey walk out yo ' sweep behin ' ' em .  Sweep i t  o n  out an ' yo ' won '  b e  bothahed 
vit ' em  no mo ' .  [Mobile , Ala . , ( 705) , 9 6 8 : 3 . ]  

9577 . Take yo ' some peppah - ah mean r ed peppah - an ' den yo ' ll f ix i t , yo ' 
see , an ' yo ' go j es '  lak yo ' wan ' s  tub pay a visit ovah deah . Yo ' go an ' set 
down deah , see , an ' pay a visit , an ' den yo ' have dat peppah in a let tah [ enve

FIRE - RED PEPPER INTO - IT AND SALT AT DOORSTEP 
DOJIN TUH DE GROUN ' AN ' TRAIL IT ON TUH DE CORNAH 

lope]  or sompin an ' make lak 
[ pretend ] yo ' git some fiah 
or light off de s tove . An ' 
yo ' take dat peppah an ' throw 

it in dere - in dat s tove yo ' see . An ' out side , a s  yo ' come on de outs ide , well 
J0 1  put some of it r ight down on de s toop an ' some salt . Sal t an ' peppah tuh
getbah sprinkle it on de s toop , r ight on de top , r ight on down tub de groun ' an ' 
trail i t  on tub de cornah [ o f  the s tr eet ] .  

(And that makes them move out o f  the house . )  
An '  den af tah yo ' do dat c lean tub de cornah , j es '  take whut chew have leaved 

[lef t ]  in yore han ' - take it an ' throw it dat way [ demons trates ] tuhward s  de 
side where de wind is blowin ' ,  an ' dey ' ll shore move out in les s  dan • • •  [ Savannah , 

Ga . ,  (1271) , 225 0 : 4 . ] 
9 M>RNINGS SWEEP SALT AND RED PEPPER OUT FRONT DOOR 957 8 . Under s tand , lis ten 

good . You take cayenne 
pepper an ' take dat sal t fo ' nine mornin ' s  an ' sweep 
betcba dey ' ll move . 

i t  out your front way , an ' 

(I see , that ' s  to make the per son move out o f  the house . )  
Dere ain ' t nobody told you dat , have dey? 
(Not the nine mornings one . )  
I betcha dey ' l l move . Take cayenne pepper 

(and sweep ] i t  out for nine mornin ' s  out your 

9 TIMES REPEAT INCANTATION "DON ' COME BACK" 
SUEEPING SALT AND RED PEPPER BEHIND VISITOR 

an ' table salt an ' j es '  spr inkle 
front door . Betcha dey ' ll move . 
[Vicksburg , Mis s . ,  ( 724) , 9 91 : 6 . ] 
9 57 9 .  When dey come in , an ' as 
dey go ou t - yo ' d  have yor e  salt 
an ' yore peppah , an ' as dey walk 
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out yo ' spr inkle it right behin ' ' em . An ' a s  dey go out - yo ' have yor e broom -
sweep it [ salt , pepper , and tracks ] from inside right on out . Say , ' 'Don ' come 
back , don ' come back . "  Yo ' repeat dat [ incantat ion ] nine times , evah t ime dey 
come an ' f ine ' ly dey ' ll stop comin ' .  

(That will keep anybody away - the law or anybody . )  
Anybody - de sal t an ' pepper in dere tracks . [ Waycross , Ga . ,  (1116) , 1 7 91 : 7 . ] 
958 0 .  If  dey tryin ' tub harm yo ' - yo ' know , lak dey put down sompin an ' yo ' 

scared yo ' walk ovah it - yo ' kin take salt an ' peppah , red cayenne peppah , an ' 
weah it  in yore sho e .  

SALT AND RED PEPPER I N  SHOES - PROTECTION AGAINST CUNJURE (What will that do? ) 
Dat ' ll - yo ' cain ' t 

detect nuthin in yuh feet or anythin ' .  [ Brunswick , Ga . ,  (1192) , 2011 : 6 . ] 
958 1 .  I n  d i s  way . Yo ' kin git chew some salt an ' peppah an ' weah i t  in yore 

shoe an ' it ain ' t nuthin in de wor ld dat a person kin do [against you ] wit dat 
salt an ' peppah [ in our shoes ] . Salt an ' peppah keeps down all of dat sor ta 
thing [ conj uration or witchcraf t ] . But chew has tub weah good shoes . [ The ad
monition here means you must  wear holeless shoes to prevent the leakage of salt 
and pepper . Many of my informant s wore cas t -off shoes , few of them wear ing con
dit ion , cardboard insoles being common . Remember , the mater ial of these hoodoo 
volumes was collected dur ing the Great Depression of the 193 0 ' s . ] [ St .  Peters
burg , Fla . , (102 7 ) , 1 6 7 1 : 12 . ] 

958 2 .  If a per son tryin ' tub poison yo ' ,  yo ' kin take peppah an ' salt an ' 
weah it in yore shoes . Evah time yo ' put chure shoe on , keep dat red peppah an ' 
salt in dere [ see that it  has no t leaked out ] an ' ah don ' care whut dey put down , 
it  cain ' t huPt chew .  [Wilson , N .  Car . , (1504 ) , cylinder between 925-928 . ] 

9583 . Git salt an ' red peppah an ' mix all dat up tuhgethah , see , an ' put it 
in yore shoes . See , per tect yo ' self anywhere yo ' goes . See , nuthin cain ' t harm 
yo ' .  Well , ah ' ve heard da t .  

(When you walk in anything it  wouldn ' t  hUPt you . ) [Florence , S .  Car . , (1288) , 
2286 : 6 . ]  

9584 . Weah peppah an ' salt in yuh shoes tub git a j ob .  Gits bo ss ' s  min ' 
torn up [ confused ] , an ' if he hasn ' t nobody he ' ll hire yuh . [ This rite is f or 
luck in the sense that any cunjUPe to keep you from obtaining the j ob will fail . ]  
[Wilmington , N .  Car . , (33 6 ) , 2 74 : 6 . ] 

958 5 .  Suppose somebody wan ' a  poison you or put choo down an ' fix you so you 
ain ' t able to move or walk . You go to work an ' git  choo de rock salt , an ' you 

take that rock salt , you pound 
PULVERIZ ED ROCK SALT - NEW RED PEPPER - IN SHOES that rock sal t up .[as f ine ] as 

sugar . You take ciyine 
[ cayenne ] peppah w ' at ' s  never been used [a new box of cayenne pepper ] . You put 
it into it [ the pulver ized rock salt ] an ' mix it , an ' wear it in your sho e .  An ' 
nobody kin put nuthin down to harm you . [New Or leans , La . ,  (803 ) , 1120 : 3 . ] 

9586 . Well , they say if you see a mark is made at your gate , or in de road 
or anywher e where you go t ta pass around , say you take an ' git you a pod of red 

pepper . Put nine seeds [ from 
SALT - 9 SEEDS FROM RED PEPPER POD IN EACH SHOE the red pepper pod ] in each 

shoe and you kin put salt , 
table salt in there and wear it . If no t that , you kin just take and sprinkle a 
little in your sho e .  

(What will that do ? )  
And then you kin walk on over it and i t  won ' t hurt cha . 
(I see . ) [Vicksburg , Miss . ,  ( 7 31 ) , 1001 : 3 . ] 
9587 . [My informant gives the complete rite f ir s t  and then much later dur ing 
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the interview adds a no te about it . ]  
And then they say you kin take and put salt and pepper in your sho e ,  if you 

-.nta git a fellow. You know , take salt and pepper and put it in and wear it in 
your shoes . 

(In both shoes ? )  
Yes , in both shoes - yes . 
(That ' s  to get him? ) 
You know , they have a little saying about : 

If you want a fe l low, 
I '  Z Z  te Z Z  you what to do 
Just get some sa l t  and pepper 
And wear it in your shoe 

Just red pepper , you know . No t black pepper , but red pepper you know. 
(That ' s  a little song , you say? ) 
Yes , but you wanta get a box o f  salt that ain ' t even been used out o f , you 

see . Go to the s tore and buy you a brand-new box of salt . Then you wanta get 

� SALT - 3 UNUSED RED PEPPER PODS 
CUT 1 POD IN HALF - HALF IN EACH SHOE 
SPRINKLE SALT ON HALVES IN SHOES - WISH 
&EPEAX THIS RITE FOR ALL 3 PODS 
3 PODS - 6 HALVES - 3 SPRINKLES - 3 WISHES 
IF HAN DOES NOT RETURN WITHIN 3 DAYS 
IEPEAT RITE - WITHIN 9 DAYS - REPEAT : 
9 PODS - 18 HALVES - 9 SPRINKLES - 9 WISHES 

you a strand o f  [ red ]  pepper [ p ep
per pods ] where ' s  never any been 
used o f f  it . See , if  there ' s  any 
been used o f f  it , it ' s  no t any 
good . See , get you a s trand o f  
pepper where there ' s  none ever been 
used off  it . And then you get a 
pod - you get you three pods o f  
pepper i n  your shoe . And you cut 
one up in one shoe and you cut the 

other up . You cut half a one [ pod ] in this one [ shoe ]  and half in the o ther 
[ shoe ] . And each time you cut the pepper you spr inkle some of that salt , you 
see , and make your wish . 

(In doing that you use three pods of pepper ? ) 
Yes , you use three pods . 
(You put hal f  in one shoe and half in the o ther ? ) 
Half in one and half in the o ther . 
(And you cut the second pepper in half ? )  
Yeah , you • • •  
(I [you ] cut the fir s t  pepper in half , then you put some salt on top o f  that 

ia the shoe and make your wish? ) 
And make your wish . 
(Then you take another pepper and cut it  in half and put it in the shoe , and 

� put salt and make the wish , that way? ) 
Yes , three times . 
(I see . ) 
That makes j ust three times cut tin ' [ 3  peppers or cut ] and you make your wish 

to see him . And then you wait three days to see him . An ' he doesn ' t do like you 
want him to do in those three days , why you do that again , you see .  But you use 
tbree pods of pepper then . Well , probably see , he might come but no t up to like 
JUU ' d  like for him to come . Well , you ' d  use three more , see . That makes nine 
pods , see , and then that makes nine days . See , everything works at nine days . 
ADd you know , they say for the right conj urat ion and for it to do right like you 
-.nt it to do , you wants  to work it on the las t quar ter of the moon , when it ' s  
dark night s ,  and then you see the results on the growing of the new moon . You 
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see , as the new moon grows , why he ' ll come to you . [This is often called a put
ting-together rite . In the following subsec tion see onion cut into 4 par t s , 
No . 95 9 6 . ] [ Elizabeth City , N .  Car . , (438) , 391 : 4 . ] 

95 8 8 .  De salt an ' p eppah that chew wear in yore shoe , that ' s  to make some
one - well , see , lak if yo ' wanta man or a woman an ' yo ' can ' t git a chance out 

INFORMANT COMMENTS ABOUT HIS PRECEDING RITE 
THE 3 RED PEPPERS HALVED 

dem .  An ' yo ' make yore wishes an ' 
put dis salt an ' peppah in it . 
[ Her e I turned off machine to ask 
if this was the same or a s imilar 

rite to the three red-peppers one . ] Yes , yo ' use three pods of red p eppah . Yo ' 
put one who le one [ r ed-p epper pod ] in one sho e  an ' one whole one in de othah 
shoe , but chew cut dem in half , see .  Yo ' put half one in each one [ shoe ] . Yo ' 
put half in dis shoe [ he indicates the right ] an ' hal f in de left one , an ' yo ' do 
them pods like that an ' de third pod • • •  see ,  that makes a pod an ' a hal f in each 
one [ shoe ] . An ' yo ' put the sulphur an ' salt in that . [ Informant has added sul
phur . ] An ' see , yo ' use dese cork soles [ insoles ] ,  or yo ' j ust  use a pap er [ in
sole ] ovah there , see , or yo ' kin take up dat little inner sole an ' j ust  put it 
down [ put mixtur e under insole ] in yore shoe . An ' dey say that ' ll bring a man 
to yo ' or bring a woman to yo ' .  Yo ' make yore wishes . [ Elizabeth City , N .  Car . , 
( 4 3 8 ) , 407 : 2 . ] 

{ 3 )  SALT AND RED PEPPER WITH OTHER INGREDIENTS 

9589 . Yo ' git some black peppah - j es '  lak ah ' d  wan ' chew tub move outa mah 
hous e .  Ah ' d  git some o f  yor e black p eppah an ' some sal t , an ' go tub a grocery 

SALT - RED PEPPER - BLACK PEPPER - AT DOOR 
s to ' an ' git chew [me ] some ' a  dis 
red p eppah [ either becaus e you do 
not keep any or it mus t be  new] an ' 

mix dat up an ' throw it right undah - right ' fore yore do ' .  Dat ' ll natchly wanta 
git chew out . [ S t . Petersburg , Fla . , ( 1032) , 167 9 : 2 . ] 

9590 . To get a per son away from a place , if you don ' t  want ' em  there , there ' s  
little simple things you can go to the grocer and get . [This means all ingredi

SALT - RED PEPPER - BLACK PEPPER - ALL NEW 
THROW UNDER HOUSE 9 NIGHTS - DON ' T  LOOK BACK 

ents mus t be new . ] You get you 
some black pepp er , some cayenne 
p epper , table salt , and you mix 
it well together . Then you throw 

it , when you git a chance at night when everybody ' s  quiet and sleep in . You throw 
it under the house . [ Small houses in the lowlands are raised aboveground . ]  You 
do that for nine t imes . 

(The same night? )  
No , every night for nine nights . See? And on the ninth night you throw that 

s tuff and that same ingredient under the hous e .  And then you walk away and never 
look back , and they ' ll soon disappear . 

(Move out of that house? ) 
Yes , s ir . [New Orleans , La . , (851) , 1317 : 3 . ] 
9 5 9 1 . Jis ' like you had wife , yo ' know, an ' I [ a  woman ] wanted you [ a  man] . 

Well , I could git 1 6  pods of  p epper an ' take 9 of  those seeds out of  all them 
16 pods o f  peppah , 9 out of each one [ =  144 seed or 12xl 2 seed ] . An ' I git into 
your bedroom where you all sleep . An ' I got cayenne p epper [as well as pod pep
per seed ] and salt and black pepper . An ' if  I want you [ a  man ] out , I ' ll find 
out what s ide de bed she sleep on an ' put it  [ salt , cayenne p epper and black 
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pepper ] under de sheets .  An ' when you all go to bed they ' ll [ you two ] git into 
the biggest argument an ' git to fighting an ' everything . S ee ,  I ' ll go [ away ] . 

SALT - RED PEPPER - BLACK PEPPER 
PUT IN BED OF ,MAN AND WOMAN BY OUTSIDER 

iBD ON LEAVING THEIR HOUSE SCATTERS 144 SEEDS 
OR 9 SEED S FROM EACH OF 16 PEPPER PODS 

All the way I go , j is '  drop them 
seeds r ight in the way I go . She 
[ sex changed here]  goin ' go right 
behind them seeds . [ Intention 
is the power behind this rite . 
I f  the man scatter ing the seeds 

wants the woman , she will follow the seeds to his house ; if a woman scat ter s  the 
seeds ,  the man will follow her home . Also by intention the seeds could also lead 
� the river or cemetery , or merely a jail . ] [Memphis , Tenn . , ( 9 7 1 ) , 157 1 : 7 . ]  

SALT - RED PEPPER - BLUESTONE - WEAR 

Dey can ' t har ' ly [hardly] - can ' t do a 
2547 : 10 . ] 

9592 . Yo ' git chew some bluestone an ' 
tote dat in yore pocket an ' a little red 
peppah an ' salt an ' tote dat wid chew. 
thing wit chew . [ Sumter , S .  Car . , ( 1 3 7 8 ) , 

959 3 .  Ah heard dat chew could take some red peppah , cayenne peppah , an' some 
bluestone an ' some salt an ' black peppah . Oat ' s  fo ' luck . Well , yo ' take an ' 

SALT - RED PEPPER - BLACK PEPPER - BLUESTONE - IN SHOE 
sew hit up into a rag 
an ' wears it in yore 
shoe an ' da t ' ll keep 

J'O '  ho t ,  dey say . [Does cayenne pepper 
broken pieces o f  a pepper pod ? ] 

explain red pepper or is the latter 

{That ' s  for luck? ) 
Fo ' luck. [Waycross , Ga . ,  (1136 ) , 184 7 : 9 . ] 
9 594 . I ' ll tell you what I would do [ to make a person move ] . I would get 

soae bluestone and sal t and pepper , and put that down r ight beside of the house 

SALT - PEPPER - BLUESTONE - NEAR HOUSE - WISH 
and wish them to go , and they ' re 
bound to go . [ Fredericksburg , 
Va . ,  by Ediphone . ]  

SALT - RED PEPPER - BLUESTONE 
THROW 3 TIMES OVER GATE 

949 5 .  All she go t ta do is tub 

"BREAKS UP DE HOME" 
go tub work an ' take some cookin' 
sal t an ' some red peppah an ' some 
bluestone an ' beat it all up tuh

getbah . An ' den she ain ' t go t a thing tub do but j es '  pass by de gate where de 
lady lives an ' j es '  throw it three times ovah de gate where yo ' bound tub cross 
�t , chew know, comin ' in an ' out . Yo ' wo n ' t go dere any more . Dat breaks up de 
haae .  

{That breaks up the man and this o ther woman? )  
Yes , an ' he ' ll come back tub ' is wife . An ' s tay . 
9596 . If de law ' s bothahin ' yo ' ,  yo ' kin take de 

�t in fo ' equal parts . Yo ' j is '  take de garlic , yo ' 

CUI ONION INTO 4 PARTS - TAKE 4 [ CLOVES ] OF GARLIC 
(4 DIVISIONS OF BOTH GUARD " 4  CORNERS OF THE WORLD" ] 
PUT ON QUARTERED ONION SALT AND RED PEPPER 
THEN SPRINKLE WITH BLUESTONE AND SALTPETER 
[4 SUBSTANCES WERE USED ON THE 4 PIECES OF ONION ] 
SCATI'ER MIXTURE ABOUT HOUSE 
BORN THE GARLIC FIRST NIGHT AND WEAR IN BAG 
ALL KEEP S LAW AWAY 

[Mobile , Ala . , ( 680) , 906 : 2 .] 
onion an ' de garlic an ' cut 
don ' t cut it all ; yo ' j is '  

take diff ' ren ' pods , p ieces 
[ cloves ] yo ' know . An ' yo ' 
use eithah de white or de 
red onion , an ' yo ' kin j is ' 
cut i t  yo ' know , in fo ' 
par t s . An ' go an ' yo ' po ' 
a whole box of  table salt 
ovah i t ,  an ' den yo ' po ' a 
whole box of  red peppah 
ovah i t , an ' sprinkle a 

li' l saltpetah an ' a li ' l  blues tone on it . Dat ' ll keep de law out chure house . 
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(What do you do with that garlic ? )  
Well , yo ' take dat gar lic an ' burn it . I t ' s  fo ' luck . Yo ' take dat garlic 

an ' put i t  in a li ' l  bag an ' fold it up an ' wit all kinds - all kinda dif f ' ren ' 
li ' le pieces o f  s tuff dat chew use wit it . Weah it . Yo ' know weah dat garlic . 

(How do you keep the law away with that onion af ter you prepare i t ?  What do 
you do with that onion? ) 

Yo ' take dat onion an ' cont inue tub burn it till de third mawnin ' , an ' dat ' ll 
keep de law away . 

(Where do you do that - burn that ? )  
Well , yo ' take i t  d e  f irs ' night an ' let i t  burn up der e , yo ' see . Sprinkle 

it all round yore house . [ In preceding subsection see 3 pepper pods halved , 
No . 9587 . ] [Memphis , Tenn . , (959) , 1543 : 11 . ] 

9 5 9 7 . Well , now , yo ' see , j es '  lak yo ' had a hous e .  Yo ' wanted tub rent it 
an ' yo ' wanted tub be lucky on it . Well , yo ' take an ' go tub a person , say , 

SALT - 9 POD S RED PEPPER - BLACK PEPPER - 3 GRAINS CALOMEL 
IN BAG - OVER DOOR OR UNDER RIGHT CORNER OF DOOR 

"ALWAYS BE LUCKY IN DAT HOME" - ESPECIALLY IN RENTING 

"Well , ah ' ll rent 
yo ' dat hous e fo ' 
so much . "  Well , 
now yo ' wants  tub 
be lucky in rentin ' 

it . Yo ' go tub work den an ' yo ' take yo ' some black peppah , some sal t , an ' take 
yo ' nine pod s of red peppah , an ' yo ' take yo ' three grains of calomel . 

( I s  that the stuf f  you take for your bowels ? )  
Dat ' s right . Take dat an ' yo ' put i t  all tuhgethah an ' yo ' put dat in a bag 

[making a hand] . Yo ' take den an ' yo ' carry it tub yore home an ' yo ' lay it 
right up ovah de do ' , or eithah put i t  right undah de right cornah o f  yor e  do ' 
s tep . Well , yo ' ll always be lucky in dat home . [ Waycros s , Ga . , ( 109 7 ) , 17 66 : 10 .] 

9598 . I f  yo ' don ' t know dey name or sompin lak dat , git chew some sal t , black 
peppah an ' sugah an ' ground r eal fine . Yo ' ll have tub beat it as a powdah . Jes ' 
take yor e rollah an ' roll it j es '  intuh a powdah . Sprinkle it  all aroun ' yore 

SALT - BLACK PEPPER - SUGAR - SPRINKLE ROUND HOUSE 
"TUH KEEP OFF ALL EVILS" 

OVER IT SCATTER RED PEPPER AND LYE 
"CHLORINE SALVE" AN ACID ABOUT YOU FOR ENEMIES 
"CHLORIDE SALVE WITHOUT ASIC" DRAWS FRIEND S  

hous e ,  yo ' see , tub keep 
o f f  all evils . Yo ' sprinkle 
red peppah an ' lye behin ' 
it . Dat s imple thing . 
D en yo ' kin git chew some 
dis chlorine salve . I t ' s  
whut chew call - it ' s  sompin 

lak a asic [ acid ] - an ' dat keeps anyone from roun ' yore house , close aroun ' . 
Yo ' kin use it  about chur e body , dat draws all yore enemies away . An ' yo ' kin 
use it as a chloride salve , j es '  plain chloride salve without asic an ' as a draw
in ' card , fo ' people ' s  tub yo ' .  But j es '  dis plain chloride asic is  tub keep 
' em  from yo ' , from doin ' yo ' bodily harm . [Memphis ,  Tenn . , (1518) , 2695 : 4 . ] 

SALT - RED PEPPER - CITRONELLA - GAMBLING HAND 
959 9 .  Well , ah tell yo ' ,  yo ' 
kin git chew some salt an ' r ed 
peppah an ' oil o f  citronella 

an ' weah dat bag intuh yuh pocket each night when yo ' go out gamblin ' .  [Memphis, 

SALT - RED PEPPER - COAL OIL - IN SHOES 
Tenn . , (949) , 1530 : 11 . ] 
9 600 . Yo ' kin weah red peppah in yor e 
shoes an ' salt an ' coal oil [kerosene ] .  

Dat keeps 
1540 : 2 . ] 

anybody els e from doin ' anythin ' tub yo ' .  [Memphis ,  Tenn . , ( 9 54 ) ,  

9601 . Salt , peppah , devi Z ' s snuff [ all ] in bag , carr ied in right-hand pocket 
to bos s . Look ' im in eye when askin ' fo ' j ob .  [DeviZ 's snuff originally was 
the powdeP from puf fballs - various fungi o f  the family Lycop erdaceae (clas s 
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.. sidi omycete s )  - globular shaped , discharging r ipe spores when pressed . As a 

SALT - PEPPER - DEVIL ' S SNUFF 
boy I found their brown powder or smoke inter
est ing , though warned that it was poisonous , 
and did no t know puf fballs were mushrooms . The 

plant mus t have been spec ially created for o ld-fashioned rootmen , but I suspec t 
�erprising hoodoo drugstores in later year s manufac tured a devi Z 's snuff of 

� - PEPPER - EAST-SIDE-OF-HOUSE DIRT 

their own . [Washington,  D . C . , ( 638 ) , 
824 : 8 . ] 
9 602 . Dey tell me that chew go to de 
east side of yore house an ' yo ' dig a 
small little pail full o f  dirt an ' yo ' 

pot hit full o f  sal t an ' peppah an ' yo ' put hit r ight out in front o f  yore door 
where yo ' go tta enter de step s an ' dey say hit ' ll keep i t  away but • • •  

(That will keep the law away? ) 
[My use o f  word "law" , already used by informant , causes nervousnes s . ] 
Bur AH DON ' T  KNOW ABOliT IT ! AH ' VE NEVAH TRI ED IT ! Your enemie s ,  well dat ' s  

de laws . [ S t . P etersburg , Fla . , ( 1 00 9 ) , 1633 : 10 . ] 
9603 . Well , yo ' git some fish brine an ' some gingah an ' red peppah an ' boil 

it tuhgethah an ' put i t  about ; wit a teaspoonful o f  spirits o f  turpent ine which 

SALT (= FISH BRINE ] - RED PEPPER - GINGER - TURPENTINE 
is ho t ,  gives it powah , 
see . An ' yo ' take dat 
an ' boil it an ' go dere 

-----
AT DOORST EP TO MAKE PERSON MOVE 

an ' spr inkle yore house 
round yore do ' steps . An ' dey gotta go when dey git a place dey don ' t wanta s tay 
dere , an ' dey ' ll move wi thout [ giving you ] any trouble . 

{There won ' t be any trouble gett ing them out o f  the house . )  [Washington , 
D . C . , ( 638) , 82 5 : 1 . ] 

9604 . Take yo ' some red peppah , sulphuh an ' table sal t , or  eithah graveyard 
dir t , an ' put it in a little clo th an ' put it in de bottom of de sho e an ' weah 

SALT - RED PEPP ER - SULPHUR - [ OR ]  GRAVEYARD DIRT 
IN SHO ES FOR PROT ECTION 

about graveyard dirt from near headboard o f  grave . ]  
(What will that do then? ) 
Dey can ' t hurt chew . 

it . [That graveyard dirt 
i s  a part of preceding com
b ination and no t a substitute 
for it , see following rite 

(You walk over anything and i t  couldn ' t hurt you? ) 
Yes . [Fayet teville , N .  Car . , (139 7 ) , 2 5 15 : 5 . ] 
9 605 . I heard a woman said once that she could go in the graveyard and get 

the dir t from [ at ]  the headboard of a s innerman , no t a Christian , and she said 

SALT - PEPPER - SULPHUR - HEADBOARD GRAVEYARD DUST 
THROWN AT UNWELCOME VISITOR 

SALT - RED PEPPER - LYE - AGAINST THEFT 

she could put sal t and pep
per and sulphah wi t that 
and throw it on the per son ,  
and they would never pay 
them a visit  again . [Rich
mond , Va . ,  (40 6 ) , 361 : 5 . ] 
9606 . If  he s tepp in ' out 
' i s house , put dat [ red ]  

peppah an ' put dat sal t an ' scrub ' i s house out wit lye . An ' sprinkle dat lye 
all roun ' ' i s house an ' spr inkle dat salt all roun ' yore house , an ' put dat 
peppah roun ' dere . An ' anybody won ' t bo thah nuthin . 

(They won ' t steal anything? ) 
No . Jis ' de red peppah . [Little Rock , Ark . , (885) , 1460 : 3 . ] 
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SALT OR SULPHUR - RED PEPPER - GUNPOWDER 
9607 . Ah ' ve heard dat dey take salt 
or sulphur an ' gunpowdah an ' red pep
pah [ and ] by put t in '  i t  down at yuh 

do ' makin ' yuh for tunat e  - make yuh have 
1 5 9 : 7+8 5 . ] 

luck . [Wilmington ,  N .  Car . , ( 234) , 

9 6 08 . Yo ' kin git ' im back easy . Well , 
Yo ' ll g i t  chew two pods o f  red peppah . One 
out ' a  it . One pod yo ' put gunpowdah in ; de 

ah t ell yo ' ' zackly how yo ' do dat . 
pod - yo ' take dat peppah [ inside ] 
nex ' pod yo ' put salt [ in it ] . 

REMOVE INSIDE FROM A RED PEPPER - FILL WITH SALT 
AND GUNPOWDER - TIE END - CALL HIS OR HER NAME 
ASK LORD TO BRING HUSBAND OR WIFE BACK - LIGHT 
POWDER "WUSH" - SALT MELTS - HE OR SHE RETURNS 

(How many pods do you use 
now , two or three? ) 
Yo ' use one - two today an ' 
two tuhmahrah . Well , yo ' 
don ' have tuh use any mo ' o f  
[ more than ] dat . Well , yo ' 

t ake hit . Aftah yo ' f ill i t  wit de gunpowdah an ' de sal t , yo ' tie i t , de end 
o f  it . Whatevah she [ her ] name or whatevah he [ his ] name , she call he name . 
Don ' t use no plain [ every-day ] lan ' wish [ use religious language ] .  Jes ' say , 
"Mah Lord , ah wants mah husban ' or mah wife back home . "  Git r ight in de front 
of yore do ' an ' set fiah tuh it [ this package ] .  Put fiah tuh it . An ' den when 
hit burn - yo ' see , dat powdah - say , "Wush "  [ sound o f  powder burning ] .  An ' dat 
salt ' ll molt [ dissolve ] away . An ' ah ' ll bet he ' ll come [back ] an ' s t ay .  [This 
was informant ' s  last r i t e .  Af ter she left the interviewing room , I comment to 
my machine : " End o f  1217 . This old woman almos t  ran me crazy . " That sor t o f  
no t a t ion I rarely made . What she had done t o  disturb me , I n o  longer remember . 
Though no t one o f  my better informants ,  her subj ec t  mat ter was not impossible . 
For some o f  it  see : HOODOO , vol . l :  p . 24 ,  No . 3 8 ;  p . lll , No . 3 7 5 ;  p . 4 25 ,  No . ll 6 0 ; 
p . 4 9 4 , No . l565 ; p . 5 2 2 , No . l7 15 ;  p . 5 9 8 , No . 2 04 9 ;  p . 5 9 9 , No . 2059 ; p . 64 7 , No . 2297 ; 
etc . ] [ Brunswick , Ga . , ( 1 2 17 ) , 2069 : 7 . ] 

9 6 09 . [Take ] de person name an ' wr ite it  down an ' git chew some salt an ' 
peppah , an ' when dey come in j es '  sweep it back out . 

SALT - PEPPER - NAME BURNED TO ASHES 
SWEEP OUT BEHIND AN UNWANTED VIS ITOR 

[ Informant had s tar ted with a l et ter be
fore recording began . ] 
(Why do you wr i t e  that name down? What 
do you do with that ? )  
Write ' em a let t ah - j es '  lak yo ' gena 
write ' em a lettah - t ell ' em s tay away 

from your house , an ' burn i t  up intuh a ashes . When dey come in , t ake dat salt 
an ' peppah an ' throw i t  down dere an ' den sweep i t  back out . 

(What do you do with the ashes then? ) 
Sweep it  out ' hin ' [ behind ] ' em .  
(You mean with this salt and pepper [ and let t er ashes ] ,  sweep i t  out behind 

them .  I see . ) [ Mob ile , Ala . , ( 65 3 ) , 855 : 3 . ] 
9 61 0 .  Dey ' ll go ' head an ' come heah an ' put some salt an ' peppah . An ' dey'll 

come to yore house - an ' at night yo ' know , or any t ime yo ' know at chure ab
sence - an ' dey ' ll sprinkle it  all up der e .  An ' den dey ' ll put chure name in 

SALT AND PEPPER SPRINKLED AT YOUR HOUSE 
NOTE LEFT TELLING YOU TO TAKE A VACATION 
SAY "VACATE" - WITHIN 9 DAYS YOU LEAVE 

dat . Wr i t e  it  as dey gain ' o f f  fa ' 
vacation . An ' when dey do dat , dey 
kin leave it  an ' within nine days 
yo ' ll have t uh go . 
(They wr ite your name on a p iece o f  

paper and s a y  t h a t  you a r e  go ing o n  a vacat ion? ) 
Taking a vacation . An ' den put salt an ' peppah . When yo ' leave an ' when yo ' 

walkin ' dat way ,  an ' yo ' ll move within nine days . 
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(Where will you put this paper ? )  
Put i t  in de shoes . 
(Who wears it? Would you wear that if  you were trying to harm me ? )  
Dey put i t  in yore shoes , see , ' cuz j is '  lak dis , [ if ]  dey couldn ' t git to 

yo ' . An ' dey put yore name in dey sho e , an ' den dey put a l i ttle dat salt an ' 
peppah.  An ' when dey go dere dey ' ll sprinkle [ salt and pepper ] , an ' within nine 
days yore gone . [ I  turn o f f  machine and then turn it on again for missed por
tion. ] 

(When they sprinkle i t , they j us t  say "vacate . " But you have my name on this 
paper in your sho e ,  and you spr inkle this salt and pepper around my house? )  

In yore name . [Little Ro ck , Ark . , (893) , 1464 : 5 . ] 
9611 . They say they take pepper and onions and tab le salt , and put that to

sether and name i t , and throw it in the fire and burn it , and it will cause a 
confus ion in the family between a man and 
his wife . [ Eli zabeth City , N .  Car . , (182) ,  

SALT - PEPPER - NAME - ONION - BURN 400 : 6 . ] 
961 2 . If you want a person to move , you 
have to take a s tormy night when it is  

raining real hard . But you go tta take a couple of  pods of  red pepper and nine 
pinches of salt and you go t ta burn i t . Parch it in the oven to  look like dirt 

SALT 9 PINCHE S - SEVERAL POD S  OF RED PEPPER 
PARCH INTO POWDER - WRITE VICTIM ' S NAME 9 TIMES 
IOJlWARDS - 9 TIMES BACKWARDS - PARCH THI S PAPER 
MIX BOTH POWDERS - DO EVERYTHING ON A STORMY NI GHT 
01 RAINY NI GHT SPRINKLE MIXTURE AT ENEMY ' S HOUSE 
BEVER LOOKING BACK GO ING OR RETURNING 
J!DHY WILL LEAVE FROM 3 TO 9 DAYS 

you know and j us t  cook i t  
right together . Brown it 
till it looks like dir t . 
And take a plain paper , if  
you know de person ' s  name -
you don ' t ,  you find i t  out . 
Wr ite his name nine t imes 
forwards and nine t imes 
backwards . [ To write for

�ds and baakwards means to wr ite the name no rmally turn the paper ups ide down , 
repeating the name on top of  the firs t one . This is called arossing names . ] 
Then parch the paper , salt and pepper all to gether and make a powder . Den a 
stormy night like we done having s torms and all , don ' t care if i t  raining hard , 
you go up to  their hall . Don ' t look back [ going or return ing ] and throw this 
stuff and come on out . And they ' ll move in less t ime from three to  nine days . 
Tbey won ' t  s tay there . They kin own the property , they ' ll rent i t  out , but they 
won' t s tay . [Norfolk , Va . , ( 4 9 2 ) , 530 : 4 . ] 

9613 . Well , lak dey ar e go in ' in a path - dey ' ll git in dat path an ' de fo ' ks 
of de road an ' s top an ' turn aroun ' [ turn around on your heel making ho le in 

AFTER WHIRLING ON YOUR HEEL IN THE SAND 
OF ENEMY ' S FOOTPRINT AT FO RK OF ROAD 

D80P INTO HOLE SALT AND PEPPER - SPIT - INCANTATION 

gr ound ] . Put some pepper 
an ' salt in dat [ and spit ] 
in de pathway [ in the heel 
hole made in the pathway ] .  
(What will that do ? )  
Dat suppo sed tuh git chew 
confused . Dey have a cer

� scr ip ture tuh read fo ' dat dough . [ I f  scripture ( Scrip tures)  here means the 
Bible , it could b e  something like : Depart fram me, a Z Z  ye workers of iniqui ty 
{Psa . 6 : 8) ; but the saripture i s  more likely to  be something like , Go ! God damn 
you ! ]  

(Well ,  what about that spitting? ) 
Dat sp it tin ' is  suppo sed tuh confuse yo ' .  [Mob ile , Ala . , ( 7 0 2 ) , 96 2 : 3 . ] 
9614 . They kin take salt , cayenne p eppah an ' saltpetah an ' spr inkle it . Take 
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o f f  o f  [back o f ]  old broken looking glass that quicks ilvah-like , yo ' know , an ' 
mix it all togethah . 

SALT - RED PEPPER - SALTPETER - QUICKS ILVER - TO MOVE They kin throw it right 
up in the door an ' sprin

kle it all aroun ' the door . An ' that ' ll make yo ' move . [Memphis ,  Tenn . , ( 9 60) , 
1544 : 4 . ] 

SALT - RED PEPPER - OLD MAN ' S  OLD SHOE ASHES - LAW 9615 . Get a ole shoe o f  a 

d�n take de ashes an ' red peppah an ' salt . 
leave s [ you have ] tuh throw dis behin ' ' im ,  
folk , Va . , (? ) ,  524 : 3 . ] 

ole man an ' burn it up , an ' 
An ' i f  de law comes , whenevah he 
an ' he won ' come back any mo ' • [Nor-

9 6 1 6 . Den i f  yo ' - i f  somebody wus in some bus ine s s , got a lo t ta trade-like , 
an ' yo ' wanta break it up . Well , yo ' could git some soda an ' salt an ' red peppah 

SALT - RED PEPPER - SODA - TO BREAK UP A BUS INESS 
an ' put it togethah . Mix it 
up togethah . An ' when yo ' go 
into dis place where dey are 

at - where de bus iness  is goin ' on at - yo ' could 
flo ' . An ' ah know fo ' a fact dat it is good . 

sprinkle it round in dere on de 

SALT - CAYENNE PEPPER - SUGAR 
SPRINKLE BEHIND PERSON LEAVING HOUSE 

( I t  will break up their bus ines s . ) 
Br eak up their bus iness . [ Savannah , Ga . ,  
(1275) ' 226 7 : 2 . ] 
9 61 7 . (To make somebody move? ) 
Yeah . Yo ' git salt an ' yo ' git sugah an ' 
yo ' git cayenne peppah an ' yo ' mix do s e  
tuhge thah . An ' as d i s  person go in ' outa 
de house , why yo ' j i s '  sprinkle dat on 

behin ' ' em .  Dey ' re goin ' some p lace . [ Memphis ,  Tenn . , (938) , 1517 : 8 . ] 

SALT - PEPPER - SULPHUR 
SPRINKLE AT DOORSTEP TO MOVE 

9 618 . Wal , ah tell yuh how dey do dat . Dey take 
s ome salt an ' sulphuh an ' red peppah an ' mix i t  
tuhgethah . G o  dere at night , chew know, an ' 
sprinkle it ovah huh po ' ch [ her porch ] , right 

down in fron ' of ' er do ' s tep . Den she gits all intendin ' tuh leave dere . She 
can ' t  s tay on account ' a  dat red peppah j is '  runs ' er crazy.  

(That will make her move out o f  the house . )  [ S t .  P e tersburg , Fla . , (991) , 
1 5 9 8 : 9 . ] 

9 6 1 9 . Yo ' kin take salt an ' yo ' kin take sulphuh and yo ' git red peppah . An ' 
yo ' kin throw i t  aroun ' people s ' do ' an ' dey cain ' t  s tay in de house . [ L i t tle 

SALT - RED PEPPER - SULPHUR 
UNDER OR AROUND HOUSE 

Rock , Ark . , (88 7 ) , 1461 : 6 . ] 
9 6 2 0 .  Take sulphur an ' salt , cayenne peppah an ' 
spread it roun ' yore house - undah de house or 
roun ' in de house . If yo ' go t any enemies or any

thin ' put down dere , it ' ll kill it . [Wilson , N .  Car . , (149 9 ) , 2 6 6 7 : 1 7 . ] 
9 6 21 . Take cayenne peppah an ' salt when yuh [visitor ] go out de do ' ,  an ' 

sulphuh , an ' take yo re broom an ' sweep ' em  out . An ' let chure broom go on 

SALT - RED PEPPER - SULPHUR - THROW INTO TRACKS 
SWEEP FROM DOOR INTO STREET 

SALT - RED PEPPER - SULPHUR - THROW BEHIND 
CURSE AND SWEEP VISITOR ' S  TRACKS 

[ sweeping ] out in de s treet 
behin ' ' em an ' dey won ' t  come 
back soon . De way dey go , let 
de broom go [ sweep ] dat way .  
[L ittle Rock , Ark . , ( 8 8 7 ) , 
146 3 : 2 . ] 
9 6 2 2 . Jes ' lak he visit  de 
home baakwarods an ' forwards 
[ visits  frequently] . Evah 
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� he leave yo ' j es '  take some cayenne peppah an ' sulphuh an ' salt , an' throw 
lL behin ' ' im an ' make a curse or somepin or ' nothah an ' sweep ' is track . He ' ll 
bave tub go away . 

(That will make him stay away? ) 
Dat ' s  r ight . He couldn ' t stay dere . [Sumter , S . Car . , ( 1347 ) , 2329 : 10 . ] 
962 3 . Yo ' git some sulphuh an ' red peppah an ' strew r oun ' yore house fo ' ten 

..aoin ' s befo ' de sunrise - sulphuh an ' peppah an ' table salt , an ' j es '  throw i t  

SALT - RED PEPPER - SULPHUR 
SCAriER ROUND YOUR HOUSE AND BO SS ' S  HOUSE - WI SH 

10 MORNINGS BEFORE SUNRI SE 
ON 11TH DAY YOU WILL GET JOB 

r oun ' yuh house fo ' ten mawn
in ' s , evah mawnin ' befo ' de 
sun rise . An '  i f  yo ' know 
where dis man lives , yo ' go 
tub ' is house an ' do de same 
thing . Jes ' throw dat peppah 

jes ' as yo ' go in . Yo ' j es '  throw dat peppah up an ' down until yo ' git tub de 
4o ' , an ' yo ' throw it out lak dat an ' make yore wi sh . An '  de ' leventh mawnin ' 
dey say yo ' ll git  a j ob .  [ Fayetteville , N .  Car . , (1447) , 2 7 2 5 : 10 . ] 

9624 . Sulphah an ' red peppah an ' put nine teaspoons ful of  salt in i t , an ' 
� it to de back do ' an ' t o  yore front do ' ,  an ' dey couldn ' t  stay dere tub 
save dere life . Dey may stay two or three weeks but dey won ' stay . 

9 TEASPOONSFUL SALT - RED PEPPER - SULPHUR 
BURY AT FRONT AND BACK DOORSTEPS 

(You mean in the house or around 
the house? ) 
No , yo ' j es '  bury i t  r ight undah 
yore back steps . An ' den go t o  

yor e  front s t ep an ' bury i t  ' b out d e  same place - under d e  front s t eps . An ' 
� couldn ' t  stay dere to save dere life . [ Sumter , S .  Car . , (1380) , 2451 : 8 . ] 

962 5 . They always say if  anybody is bothering you or making you git out de 
house , they gets five cents worth of  new cayenne pepper , five cents of  sulphur , 
aad there ' s  something else you s tole , and a box of  new salt . Sprinkle i t  in de 
doorsill every morning for nine mornings and make a wish and let ' em  walk over 

3 NEW THINGS : SALT - RED PEPPER - SULPHUR 
AND SOMETHING STOLEN 

SPRINKLE 9 MORNINGS ON DOORSILL - WI SH 
OR BURN THESE INGREDIENTS IN STOVE 

that . 
(And thi s is  to do  what now? ) 
Jes ' to make ' em  get dissatisfied , 
make ' em  move out . 
(Move out of the house . I see . )  
In o ther words , you kin take the 

..-e thing - sulphur , cayenne pepper and salt , and de stuff whatever you stole , 
.ad burn it on your stove . And the scent goes out and they says that will run 
•ea out . 

(Run them out o f  the house . )  [Richmond , Va . , (42 8 ) , cylinder near 382+85 . ]  
962 6 .  An ' den yo ' take black [ red? ] p eppah an ' salt an ' sulphuh - those three 

�s : red peppah , salt , sulphuh . An ' burn it in yore fiahplace an ' dat ' ll run 

SALT - RED PEPPER - SULPHUR 
.uKR IN FIREPLACE TO KEEP ENEMIES AWAY 

SALT NEW - RED PEPPER - SULPHUR 
TIE IN CORNER OF HANDKERCHIEF 
WEAR IN RIGHT POCKET AND SEE BOSS 

enemies away from yore house . [ Fayette
ville , N .  Car . , (948) , 2529 : 8 . ]  
9627 . I f  yo ' goin ' tub git a j ob ,  git 
up in de mawnin ' ,  or even if de sto ' s  
now open tuhnight , git chew a package 
of cookin ' salt . Open dat salt . P o ' 
some salt in de cornah of  a large han ' 
kerch ' ef .  Yo ' put red peppah in dere 
an ' sulphuh , an ' yo ' tie it  up . Put it 

ia yore right p ocket an ' go [ to see bos s ] . An ' if  de man don ' hire  yo ' dat day , 
� dey ' ll tell yo ' tub come [back ] , an ' de nex ' t ime yo ' go back yo ' git a j ob .  
[�RuD&wick , Ga . , ( 1214 ) , 2 1 60 : 15 . ] 
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SALT - RED PEPPER - SULPHUR 
TIE UP - " FEED" HEARTS COLOGNE - FOR JOB 

9628 . Yo ' kin git chew sulphuh an ' 
salt an ' red peppah an ' t ie it up an ' 
whenevah yo ' gits  roun ' ' im • • •  
(Round the b o ss . )  
Yo ' b e  talkin ' tuh ' im - an ' Hearts 
Co logne , git dat Hearts Co logne . Yo ' 

keep it  wet chew know . Yo ' talkin ' tuh ' im .  He give yo ' a j ob .  [Brunswick , 

SALT - 9 PODS RED PEPPER - SULPHUR - SALTPETER 
WEAR IN BAG FOR PROTECTION 

Ga . , (121 7 ) , 216 9 : 8 . ] 
9629 . Well , git chew some salt
petah an ' some table sal t , a 

nine 
all . 

pods o f  r ed peppah an ' yo ' j es '  make a 
little sulphuh , an ' take dat an ' 

little b,ag an ' yo ' weahs dat . Dat ' s  

(What will that do then? ) 
Dat ' s  to keep it  back . Dat kill evahthin ' .  

it o f f . 
Can ' t  git up to yo ' ' cuz dat keep 

(That is to protect you . ) [ S t . Petersburg , Fla . , (1022 ) , 1654 : 4 . ] 
9630 . Yo ' kin take some salt an ' some sulphuh an ' some red peppah an ' tote  

it  in  yuh po cket in  a p iece o f  red flannel an ' can ' t  nobody hur tcha [ hur t you] . 

SALT - RED PEPPER - SULPHUR - IN RED FLANNEL - WEAR 

SALT - RED PEPPER - SULPHUR - IN SHOES 

[Waycross , Ga . , (107 2 ) , 
1 7 3 2 : 4 . ] 
9631 . I f  dey put t in ' any
thin ' down tuh hurt chew , 
yessuh , yo ' could pertec ' 
yo ' self . Well , yo ' could 

go ahead an ' take sulphuh , r ed peppah an ' salt an ' weah it - put it in de bo t tom 
of yo re sho e . Weah it up undah dat lit tle b itta place , yo ' know, dat ' s  made in 
yo re sho e - up undah dere , on de inside [ under the insole ] . Weah dat in yore 
shoe . Sat dat [aunjure ] won '  do yo ' harm . [ Fayetteville , N. Car . , (140 9) , 
2 5 2 3 : 1 . ] 

9632 . Put sulphuh an ' salt an ' red peppah in yuh sho es an ' weah it in dere 
all de t ime . D en yo ' kin s tep ovah it an ' it won ' t  do nuthin tuh yuh . [ Sumter , 
s .  Car . , (1345 or 1346 ) , 2 3 28 : 8 . ] 

9633 . If  anybody tryin ' tuh harm yo ' ,  yo ' take some sulphuh , use some cayenne 
peppah , d is cayenne peppah whut ' s  gr ind up [ ground up ] an ' dis sulphuh an ' some 
new salt - aookin ' sa l t  [ n o t  the coarse sal t f ed to animals ] . Yo ' weah it in 
yo re shoe an ' dey can ' t harm yo ' .  [ Savannah , Ga . , (1260) , 223 9 : 7 . ]  

9634 . Yo ' weah sulphuh , salt or eithah cayenne peppah [ o r ]  red peppah in 
yore sho es . 

(What would that do then? ) 
That keeps yo ' f rom ketchin ' anythin ' dat ' s  put down fa ' yo ' if  yo ' walkin ' 

ovah it . [Waycro ss , Ga . , (1061 ) , 1 7 2 0 : 4 . ] 

SALT AND CAYENNE PEPPER AT DOOR 
SULPHUR IN SHOES 

963 5 .  Yo ' kin take yo ' some ground red peppah 
[ cayenne pepper ] , sulphuh an ' table salt . An ' 
yo ' kin throw dat roun ' yore do ' ,  or yo ' kin 
put dat in yore shoes - sulphur in yor e  shoes . 

Yo ' kin walk on dat sulphuh an ' nobody can ' t  harm yo ' .  [ Flo rence , S .  Car . , 

SALT - CAYENNE PEPPER - SULPHUR 
SPRINKLE WHERE YOU WALK - WEAR IN SHOES 

(1326 ) , 226 9 : 9 . ] 
9636 . If  dey put anything down fa ' 
yo ' ,  yo ' undahstan ' to hurt chew o r  
cripple yo ' o r  anythin ' so yo ' can ' t  

walk . Yo ' take dat peppah , cayenne peppah an ' salt an ' sulphuh , an ' mix dat 
tuhgethah an ' spr inkle it aroun ' undah yor e  do ' step , an ' aroun ' yore place whare 
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yo ' walk . Qui te nec ' sary [neces sary ] yo ' weah some of da t in yore shoes . Well 
yo ' see , dey can ' t do anythin ' to yo ' , can ' t hurt chew when yo ' go t da t peppah 
in dere . It keeps dat down . [ S t .  Petersburg , Fla . , ( 1012 ) , 1637 : 5 . ]  

9 637 . If yo ' know anyone tryin ' tuh harm yo ' roun ' yore home , yo ' git chew 
aa.e dis heah blues tone , an ' sulphuh , red p eppah , an ' salt . Mix all of  da t up 

SALT - RED PEPPER - SULPHUR - BLUESTONE - IN SHOES 
togethah . Evah mawnin ' 
[you ] come outa yuh house , 
befo ' yo ' hit de flo ' , [ I  

.ean ] hit de groun ' , yo ' take dat dus t an ' go along wi t [use]  dat dus t - evah 
.a&nin ' befo ' yo ' come up . An ' af tah yo ' do da t ,  why take a li ' le b i t  of i t  an ' 
sprinkle it right in de bot tom of  yuh shoes , both shoes . Put on yuh shoes an ' 
go anywheres . Dey can ' t harm yo ' none , regardless [ o f wha t  they put d own for 
you] .  [ Florence , S .  Car . , (1331) , 2 390 : 7 . ] 

9638.  Ah tell yo ' whut chew kin do . Yo ' 
de Bible? [ Since I do not answer , did I nod 

SALT - CAYENNE PEPPER - SULPHUR - SALTPETER 
WEAR IN SHOES - READ PSALM 54 

YO ' EVAH READ DE BIBLE? 

read de 5 4th Psalm. Yo ' evah read 
my head up and down , or shake it 

sideways . Informant did not know 
he was talking to a clergyman . ]  
An ' yo ' takes sal tpetah , take cay
enne peppah , an ' yo ' takes table 
salt . An ' yo ' take each one-a yore 
shoes an ' yo ' sprinkle yore shoes 
wit dat sulphur , a teaspoonful ' a  

sulphur . Jes ' sprinkle yore shoes wit dat an ' walk anywhere yo ' want . Nobody 
can ' t do nuthin tuh yo ' about chew walkin ' on anythin ' .  Nevah min ' [mind ] about 
dat [walking on anything ] .  [ S t .  P etersburg , Fla . , ( 1016) , 1644 : 2 . ] 

SALT - RED PEPPER SEEDS - URINE 
SWEEP AFTER UNWELCOME VIS ITOR 

9639 . Take some peppah [ seeds ] an ' salt an ' 
take some of  yore ahambah lye an ' scattah i t  
aroun ' d e  do ' an ' den sweep i t .  Yo ' kin 
[will ] go as de seed went - de peppah seed . 
(You go the same way the seed went . Tha t is , 

.ake him stay 
Scattah it  

2654 : 6. ]  

if s omeone came to your house and you want to 
away , you put the s tuff out and sweep i t? )  
ovah de flo ' an ' den sweep it out . [Wilson , N .  C ar . , (147 4 ) , 

9 640. Ah heard dat chew take yore ahambah lye an ' dis sal t an ' peppah , an ' 
throw it evah mawnin ' b efo ' sunrise at chure do ' .  Dat ' ll keep d e  laws from run
Din' on yo ' an ' all fren ' s will come to yo ' .  An ' don ' t sweep no , none of de dus t 

SALT - PEPPER - URINE 
EVERY MORNING BEFORE SUNRISE 

THROW IT AT DOOR FOR LUCK 
ALL SWEEPINGS BURN IN STOVE 

FOR LUCK AND KEEP LAW AWAY 

SALT - CAYENNE PEPPER - SUGAR - 2 NEEDLES 
ALL IN BOTTLE WITH URINE - HAND FOR LUCK 

out chure house , out chure front do ' . 
Don ' nevah throw none out ; throw it  
in de fiahplace . Dat always brings 
in luck. But nevah carries out any 
[ sweepings ] • 
(If  you are in bus iness of  any kind , 
especially boo tlegging? ) 
Yes , bootleggin ' an ' gamblin ' .  
Savannah , Ga . ,  (12 7 9 ) , 2176 : 3 . ]  
9 641 . It  was once a roo tworker told 
me to take some urinate some cayenne 
pepper and salt - half full from the 
urinate to de t op of the b o ttle and 

tbe other [ half fill ] wi th sugar . An ' take you a piece o f  cotton and s tick down 
iD there , and s tick two needles in there , and keep that . Tha t ' s  luck to you . 
[�ngton , N .  Car . , ( 2 68 ) , 189 : 11+85 . ] 
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( 4 )  SALT AND OTHER INGREDIENTS WITHOUT RED PEPPER 

9 642 . De  nex ' one wit sugah ag ' in :  if yo ' got somebody a pus son yo ' wanta 
make ' em s tay at home , yo ' mix dat wit allspice an ' salt . An ' put it in a li ' le 

ALLSPICE - SUGAR - SALT 
TIED OR SEWED IN CLOTH - KEEP IN MATTRESS 

piece [ of clo th ] in de mattress , 
where de people gotta sleep , tuh 
make folks s tay home . Put it  in 
' i s mattres s ,  j es '  a li ' le bit . 

Make ' em s tay home . [Charles ton ,  S .  Car . , (518 , Doator Nelson) , 611 : 4 . ] 
9 64 3 .  (How would you keep a spell from being put on you? ) 
Ah tell yuh dat . Go an ' git chew a li ' le ice cream salt hadn ' t  been uses 

[ used ] an ' assfessadee [ asafetida ] , an ' be sur e  tuh have a li ' le piece-a John 
de Conkah . Dashes de salt 

ASAFETIDA - JOHN DE CONKAH - NEW ICE-CREAM SALT 
IN BAG ABOUT NECK - OR SUBSTITUTE A NUTMEG 

[ about house? ] .  Have John 
de Conkah in a li ' le bag or 
ei thah have a nutmeg r oun '  

yore neck . Will hold d e  spell from relievin ' tuh yo ' .  
(That will keep it  from hurting you . ) [ Savannah , Ga . , (538) , 6 55 : 3 . ] 
9 644 . (This white man owned this farm? ) 
No suh . See , dis colored man own dis fawm wit dis white man an ' it come tuh 

a settlement . An ' it wuz de fall term an ' de white man wouldn ' t  settle wi t ' im .  

SALT AND BLACK PEPPER 
BLACK MAN - WHITE MAN - ROOT MAN 

An ' dis colored man went tuh dis root man ; 
want s tuh make de man settle wi t ' im .  
(And what did this root man tell him t o  do? ) 
[Root man ] tole ' im - as t ' im [ first ] did 

he have de law ontuh ' im [ white man] . 
"Yeah , " [ answered root man ' s  client or pat ient ] .  
[Root man ] tell ' im ,  "Yo ' know de cookin ' salt an ' black peppah . " S o  he 

tole ' im tuh mix some of dat tuhgethah , yo ' know , an ' make a li ' le hole roun '  
dere where - s o  h e  won ' see i t  - on d e  top-a d e  earth , yo ' know , where h e  [white 
man ] walk roun ' an ' [won ' t ]  see it . Bury it dere at de well . Anywhere roun ' 
dere , yo ' know , where he be ' s  [ i s ]  goin ' backwards an ' forwards .  

An ' so dis man fixed de well ' imself , ' cuz he knew dat ' s  where he ' d  be , see , 
but dis  colored man did know where he put it der e , ' cuz he know ' b out where he 
be  goin ' on . So he put dat where dis man walk ovah it . An ' he tole me , firs ' 
he went in ' i s hous e an ' when he walk ovah dat , af tah he walk ovah it  - he s tep 
ovah it . An ' ' b out two or three day af tah den , de [whi te ] man set tle wi t ' im .  

BLACK PEPPER AND SALT I N  SALT SHAKER I S  RARE 

[Fayetteville , N .  Car . , (143 6 ) , 
2602 : 5 . ] 
9 645 . Take some salt and black 
pepper and you mix it up and put 
in a salt shaker , and [ as ] they 

go out your door , you walk behind them and you sprinkle this salt and black p ep
per behind them , and I guarantee you they won ' t come back again . [New Orleans , 
La . ,  (809 ) , 113 7 : 6 . ] 

9 646 . Git chew some salt an ' black peppah , evah time dey come - come in 
yore hous e - j es '  slip it  up behin ' dem an ' dey ' ll finely [ f inally ] leave yo ' 
alone . [Brunswick , Ga . ,  (1210 , root doctor ) , 2046 : 1 . ] 

9 64 7 .  Ah ' ve heard it  said , yo ' 
BLACK PEPPER - SALT - SPRINKLE BEHIND - SWEEP kin take table salt an ' black 

peppah . As dey go out de do ' 
yo ' sprinkle it behin ' dem , an ' yo ' take de broom an ' yo ' sweep it  out behin ' 
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dea . And dey say dey will leave an ' dey won ' t evah come back dere no more . 
[MObile , Ala . , (689 ) , 918 : 1 . ] 

9 648 . He comes an ' [ you ] have a good frien ' ly talk wi t ' im in de p orch or 
a� de gat e wherevah he stop s  at . An ' den watch ' im ,  an ' soon as he leaves , go 
right in de house an ' git chew broom .  An ' sprinkle roun ' dere , where he was , 
vi� salt an ' b lack p eppah , an ' sweep it de way he went . He won ' t come back . 
[Yaycross , Ga. , (1129 ) , 1835 : 5 . ] 

9649 . Ah ' ve learned dat chew kin take b lack peppah an ' salt an ' if dey come 
intuh de back do ' an ' go intuh de house , why sp rinkle dat black peppah an ' sal t 
bebin '  ' em .  If dey goes out de front , j es '  sprinkle it slowly b ehin ' dem as 
dey go out an ' sweep , an ' dey ' ll nevah come back ag ' in . 

(But they mus t  come in the back door b efore you can do that ? )  
Dey don ' have tuh go in de back do ' - de same do ' dey go intuh . I f  dey come 

in de front do ' an ' j es '  go in a room an ' set or stan '  dere , when dey gi t ready 
�uh go out , j es '  go back out de same way dey came in , all yo ' have tuh do is j es '  
sprinkle dis b lack peppah an ' salt b ehin ' dem an ' j es '  sweep it out , an ' dey ' ll 
nevah come back . [Fayettevi lle , N .  Car . , ( 1390) , 2491 : 8 . ] 

BLACK PEPPER - SALT - SPRINKLE BEHIND - SWEEP 
SOMETIMES ADD SULPHUR 

9650 . ( Before the law comes , 
what do you do to keep them out ? ) 
It ' s  no t possible tuh keep ' em 
away . Dey have tuh come once in 
ordah tuh keep ' em away . Well , 

an '  sprinkle it b ehin ' dem at 
behin ' dem lak dat . 

yo ' use de b lack peppah an ' salt 
evah foo tstep dat dey make , an ' den sweep it out 

(Then they won ' t come back again . ) 
Yessuh . An ' sometime yo ' kin use sulphuh 

(1342 ) ,  2 3 23 : 9 . ] 
' long wi t i t . [ Sumter , s .  Car . , 

9651 . [ To ] make you move from out the 
ready . I see this fellah take some b lack 

hous e .  Well , I see this happ en al
pepper an ' salt an ' mix that together . 

BLACK PEPPER - SALT - SPRINKLE IN DIRE CTION 
YOU WANT DWELLERS WITHIN TO MOVE 

An ' yo ' goes t o  the house an ' yo ' 
sprinkle it as yo ' comin ' from 
the house . Sprinkle it goin ' in 
the direct i on you want s them t o  

.ave from , an ' those people they goin ' to move o u t  o f  that house . [New Orleans , 

BLACK PEPPER AND SALT AT DOORS PREVENTS THEFT 

ILACK PEPPER - SALT - 3 MORNINGS INTO FIRE 

fassin ' an ' fightin ' all de t ime an ' he wanted 
cole ' im tuh do dat an ' she would leave . 

(Tell me j ust what he did , now . ) 

La . , ( 8 59 ) , 136 5 : 7 . ] 
96 5 2 . Take b lack peppah an ' salt 
all roun ' at chure do ' s . Dey 
cain ' t  come ovah it . 
(They can ' t come in and st eal 
things? ) 
No . [Li ttle Rock , Ark . , ( 8 9 7 ) , 
1469 . ] 
9653 . He say him an ' ' is wife 
couldn ' t  git along an ' dey ' s  

tuh leave huh . An ' he say a man 

Say , he tole me , git a teasp oon fulla b lack peppah an ' a teaspoon fulla tab le 
sal� an '  mix i t  tuhgethah , an ' throw it in de fiah three time s an ' leave dere . 
AD' he [man supp lying rite]  say she would leave . An '  he said he did i t  but she 
lef� . 

(Be did it three times in the same day? ) 
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He done it fo ' three days . 
(Did he do it at any special time o f  the day ? )  

H e  tole ' im do i t  in d e  mawnin ' .  [ Memphi s ,  Tenn . , ( 917) , 1486 : 4 . ] 
9 6 54 . Take sal t an ' black peppah , t i e  i t  up mixed togethah . Jes ' take i t . 

Yo ' go t some mad e  up . Yo ' gamblin ' .  Put dat stuff right in yore pocket . Evah 
now an ' den , when yo ' shuffle de cahds or sompin , j es '  run yore  han ' in yore  

BLACK PEPPER - SALT - GAMBLING 

BLUESTONE - SALT - AT DOOR 

pocket . Yo ' ain ' t go tta pull out none [ o f  the 
mixture ] ,  j es '  git de dus t of dat on yo ' .  
(That will give him luck . ) [ Brunswick , Ga . ,  
(11 74) , 1982 : 3 . ] 
9 6 5 5 . If I s ee a per son I don ' t like and I 
don ' t want him in my house , I can take sal t 
and blues tone and put i t  under the door and 

they can ' t come in . [ Fredricksburg , Va . ,  by Ediphone . ]  
9 6 5 6 . [ If anyone put s anything down for you ]  an ' yo ' wanta walk ovah it , 

j es '  put chew some bluestone an ' cookin ' sal t in yore shoe . Jes ' take up dat 

BLUESTONE - SALT - IN SHOE - TO WALK OVER CUNJURE 
li ttle p i ec e  in de bo t tom 
of yore  shoe [ insol e ]  an ' 
sprinkle a little bit in 

dere an ' put dat back down , an ' yo ' kin walk where 
(No thing will hurt you? ) 

yo ' wanta walk . 

Nuthin will hurt yo ' .  [ Florence , S .  Car . , (1293) , 2193 : 5 . ]  
9 6 5 7 . Well , if you bo thered by the law , you take - even for the law , any

body - you get you some parchment [ paper ] . Here ' s  your door here . [ Informant 
begins to demons t rate . ] You hang you some parchment up by your door . [ Imitation 

BREAD , LOAF OF - OVER CENTER OF DOOR BETWEEN 
NEW SALT ON LEFT - NEW PARCHMENT ON .RIGHT 
KEEP S LAW FROM HARMING YOU - IF LAW COME S 
SPRINKLE SUGAR BEHIND DEPARTING HIM OR THEM 

parchment was sold as genuine and 
often considered holy . ] You hang 
that parchment up by your door , on 
thi s side , and hang you a box of 
salt on the other . Don ' t let the 
salt b e  - get you a fresh box o f  

salt . Jus t like that nail is there [ informant point s t o  nail ] .  S e e  that nai l ?  
Well y o u  p u t  you a nail up right there [ d emons trates ] . 

(On one side of the door . )  
On one side o f  the door . And you hang that sal t up there . And over that , 

between that parchment and that salt , you put you up a loaf o f  bread . 
(You have the parchment on one side and the sal t on the o ther . )  
You see , you ' ve go t the parchment here and you go t the sal t here . 
(The parchment on the right hand side and the salt on the left . )  
And the sal t on the left . Now , right in the center , you put you a loaf of 

bread [ demonstrates ] .  
(Above the door . )  
Above the door . See , you put you up a loaf of bread . He can come in : the 

cap tain , the sergeant , the lieut enant - all of them can come in there when you 
do that . They ain ' t going to bo ther you .  Now , when they come in , if  they come 
in , but they might no t get no further than right to the door . They might j ust  
look in , they ain ' t going to  bo ther nobody . They going to  go away . You see . 
And when they go away , you sprinkle sugar behind them , after they gone . When 
they turn their face to go , yo u sprinkle sugar behind them , yo u see . You sprin
kle sugar and that ' ll keep ' em going all the time . They ' ll never come back . If 
they come back , they won ' t bother you . You under stand what I mean? They won ' t 
bother you . Jus t sprinkle that sugar behind ' em and they won ' t bo ther you at 
all . [New Orleans , La . , ( 832) , 1248 : 2 . ] 
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9 6 5 8 . Dey kin make yo ' move wi t saltpetah , brims tone an ' table salt - j is '  
plain table salt . An '  po ' it by night , chew know , at de do ' or sprinkle it roun ' 

BIIMSTONE - SALTPETER - SALT - AT DOOR - TO MOVE 

CHEESE - FLOUR - SALT - FOR LOVE OR GAMBL ING 

de do ' , an ' yo ' shuh o f  makin ' 
' em move . [Memphis , Tenn . , 
( 9 25) , 1502 : 2 . ] 
9659 . Now we come tuh love 
affair s .  Dis heah ' s anothah 
item ah ' m  gona give yo ' . 

Ah ' ve  tried dis on mahself . Yo ' kin take yo ' some salt an ' some cheese an ' 
flour an ' make a powdah outa it . Mix it all tuhgethah . An '  yo ' kin take dat 
povdahs . Jes ' say fo ' a  ins tant [ instance]  dere ' s a girl s tayed heah dat yo ' 
thought a whole lo ts  of , an ' yo ' j es '  can ' t get ' er lak yo ' wan ' s tuh do . But 
chew kin visit ' er an ' have all de fun o thahwi se dat chew want . Yo ' kin take 
da� powdahs dat chew ' ve made an ' dus t it aroun ' in ' er room ,  an ' dat ' ll b r ing 
' er love tuh where yo ' kin handle huh an ' she won ' t deny nuthin dat chew ask . 

De s ame thing is mighty good luck in gamblin ' too . Dat salt an ' cheese an ' 
flour , dat ' s good luck in gamblin ' too . 

An '  den i t ' s  a lodestone dat chew kin use dat ' s mighty good luck in gamblin ' ,  
a lodestone called magia Lodestone [ trade name ] . Dat ' s mighty good luck in gam
blin' . [ Brunswick , Ga . , (117 4) , 1 9 81 : 1 . ] 

9660 . Spr inkle coal oil down and salt down . That makes a fus s . Now , t o  s top 
� fuss , how would you stop it?  All right , I ' d  stop the fuss in thi s manner . 

COAL OIL AND SALT BURNED CAUSES QUARREL 
CIRRAHON AND SUGAR BURNED STOPS QUARREL 

If I find out they throw oil down there , 
anything like that , they got that down 
to fus s and fight . I ' d  take sugar and 
cinnamon and sprinkle on top of that , 

and then I ' d  burn that . Right wheres omever the spot is where that oil is , I ' d  
pa� the cinnamon and the sugar there and light it and let it burn . It ' s  not 
BOing to burn the floor at all . I t ' s  going to burn until that floor come back 
ua�ural j ust  the same as it was before that oil got on there . And then that 
would be all over with , wouldn ' t  be no more quarrelin ' then . [New Orleans , L a . , 
(832) , 1240 : 4 . ] 

9 661 . Heard talk of ' em  us in ' needles an' pins [ omits  pins later ] an ' red 
flannel an ' cologne an ' salt . Suppo sed tuh be nine needles . Yo ' use dat . Well , 

COLOGNE 9 DROPS - NEEDLES 9 - RED FLANNEL - SALT 
IBIS HAND IN PERSON ' S BED STICKS WITHOUT CONTACT 

I could take it , say fer in
s tance , an ' s t ick it in your 
bed an ' whoever lays down dere , 
well de needles don ' have tuh 

�ouch ' em ,  but yo ' ll feel j is '  lak lot s of  needles an ' pins is s t ickin ' in yuh . 
(You say nine needles . How many pins do you put in that ? )  
Mo . Well , ah nevah seen ' em use no pins , j i s '  only nine needles .  
(Mine needles and what else? ) 
Den use a p iece of  red flannel 

�es ' take a spinch of salt in yuh 
Pu� it anywhere aroun '  yuh baid . 
feel d e  needles st ickin ' in yuh . 

an ' nine drop s o f  cologne an ' a lit tle salt . 
fingahs an ' wrap it u p  in dat red flannel . 
De needles don ' t have tuh t ouch yuh , but yo ' 

(You feel thes e pains . )  [Nor folk , Va . , (476) , 4 9 3 : 9 . ] 
9662 . Ah tole yo ' , when yo ' want ' em tuh go [ pauses ] .  
(Yes . )  
When dey makes de track , why yo ' take a new broom an ' sprinkle salt . Salt 

an '  saltpetah , mix dat togethah an ' spr inkle dat an ' devil ' s  snuff .  
(Devil ' s  snuff? ) 
Devil ' s  snuf f ,  yes sir . 
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(Where do you sprinkle that ? )  
Yo ' sprinkle it right on behind . 

it right on behin ' dem .  An ' den yo ' 
Jes ' lak dey goin ' out de do ' ,  yo ' sprinkle 
takes dis broom an ' sweep it an ' tell ' em 

DEVIL ' S  SNUFF - SALTPETER - NEW SALT - IN FOOT TRACKS 
SWEEP - WI SHING VIS ITOR TO STAY AWAY 

yo ' make , make de wishes 
dat yo ' want ' em  tuh go 
an ' stay [ away ] . Jes ' 
sweep ' im , j es '  sweep 

' im away . [The salt ] outa box of salt dat ' s  nevah been used out of . 
( I  see . Do you use salt?  And what else did you say you used? ) 
Salt an ' saltp etah an ' devil ' s  snuff . 
(Devil ' s  snuf f .  I see . ) [Mobile , Ala . , ( 6 7 9 ) , 9 7 2 : 2 . ] 
9 6 63 . Take table salt now, when dey [poli ceman] j es '  come af tah yo ' an ' be

hind yo ' about chure stuf f .  When he comes in an ' he turns ' is back , yo ' throw 

DRAGON ' S  BLOOD BURN - THROW SALT AFTER POLICEMAN 
it behind ' im.  An ' he would 
have tuh turn ' i s back when 
he ' s  goin ' out . Throw i t  be

hind ' im on de flo ' an ' as he 
(Throw some on his back? ) 

turns back , throw some on ' is back . 

On ' is back . An ' burn dis dragon ' s  blood in yuh hous e .  Yo ' burn it in yuh 
house tuh keep de law away . [ Jacksonville , Fla . , (594) , 766 : 5 . ] 

9 6 64 . All right . Well , firs t , if they trying to harm you , you get you some 
Epsom sal t s , take you some table salt . All right . And you take you some warm 

water and let that set overnight . 

EPSOM SALT - SALT - IN WARM WATER OVERNIGHT 
Then you take you a good bath wi th 
that . Well , they can ' t do anything 
wi th you . [New Orleans , La . , (884 ), 
145 7 : 2 . ] 

BATHE WITH NEXT DAY - NO ONE CAN HARM YOU 

FINGERNAILS AND TOENAILS - SULPHUR - SALT 
BURN IN HOUSE TO DRIVE PERSON AWAY 

9 6 65 . They takes the toenails and 
the fingernails , all like that , and 
wrap i t  up wi th sulphur and salt 
and burn i t ,  and that wi ll keep ' em 
away . 
(Run them away . )  

kin take and burn it around like in a heater 
away . [Norfolk , Va . ,  ( 4 7 2 ) , 4 8 2 : 3 . ] 

Burn i t , j ust burn i t  
or anything like that . 

around . You 
That run ' em 

9 6 66 . Yo ' take an '  git a salt [ salted ] fish an '  put it in watah an ' scale de 
fish an '  clean ' im . I f  yo ' wants tuh [ have? ] ' im  open or somp in lak dat an ' take 
all dat [ insides out ] - if yo ' don ' uxmta throw de guts an ' a U  intuh yore, in 
fronta yore do ' ,  take dem out an ' throw de fish watah an ' evahthin ' right out in 

FI SH - SALTED ONE LIKE HERRING - CLEAN 
THROW THE CLEANINGS OR MERELY THE WATER 
IN FRONT OF DOOR TO BRING IN CUSTOMERS 
OR THROW URINE AND SALT TOWARDS CROWD 

REPEAT LATTER RITE 9 MORNINGS 

front [ o f  your hous e ]  an ' de people 
will come tuh yo ' .  
(That is  for customers? ) 
Yessuh . 
(For what - what kind of a bus iness? ) 
Well , any kinda bus iness yo ' want , 

whethah it ' s  business in a s t o ' or 
(You say you take a sa Zt fish? )  

whethah it ' s  a whiskey business , or 
whut . Anythin ' .  

[ Informant ' s  opening words : git a sa Zt fish • • •  put in water and 
a Zean ' im  had confused me , especially the words put in water. ] 

Takes salt fish , scale ' im.  
(What kind of  a salt fish? ) 

saaZe • • •  an ' 



- Ho odoo - Conj urati on - Wi tchcraft - Ro otwork - 3 819 

Ve gen ' ly use salt herring , or any kinda salt f i sh .  We generally gits  d e  real 
cheap ones . 

[ Informant definitely means salted fish ... in a can or tin . One f i sh at lease 
is soaked in wat er to  ob tain the brine , scaled or skinned , and then split  op en 
.ad cleaned . The fish essence in the wat er fishes for customers , the salt in 
� vater ki l ls anything put down by an enemy t o  s top the arrival o f  customers . ]  

AD '  den , ag ' in [ another way for trade ] ,  take UPination an ' put salt in i t  an ' 
chrov it de directi on where yo ' see b i g  crowds . [ Just as  the ur ine o f  a dog 
aL�racts other dogs , likewi se human urine attracts people or customers . ]  Do dat 
to• nine mawnin ' s .  De crowd s  will come r ight towards yo ' .  Ah s aw dat done . 

(If you are selling whi skey you do that ? )  
Yes . [ Fayetteville , N .  Car . , ( 1419a) , 2 55 7 : 16 . ]  
966 7 . A shell - yo ' see , w ' at ah shoot  in a gun . Git dat gunpowdah [ out o f  

� gunshell ] .  G i t  choo a box o f  sulphuh an ' [ a  box o f ]  salt , an ' di g a hole 

CIIIPOWDER - SULPHUR - SALT - ALL NEW 
BOKI AT FRONT AND BACK DOORS - TO MOVE 

ri ght o f f  down in dere in front dat-a 
do ' .  Don ' t put it on de step , dig a 
hole in fronta de do ' .  Put some tub 
de b ack [ door ] an ' some tub de front 

[door ] . An ' ah bet chah , ah guarantee dat woman wouldn ' t  stay tub dat house 
fer one day ' fo '  [before ] she ' d  be  hunt in ' huh anothah house . [Almo s t  every
where in these volumes to get a box of sulphur , salt , anything , means a new or 
aansed ingredi ent . O f t en the remainder must not be  used for any non-hoodoo pur
pose . ] [Thi s man " said he was from the South and didn ' t sp eak well" - note made 
at time o f  recording . ]  [Wilmington , N .  Car . , ( 323) , 2 58 : 2+85 . ] 

CDRPOWDER - SULPHUR - SALT - GARLIC - IN SHOE S 
9 6 6 8 . Sulphur , table salt an ' 
gunp owdah , j i s '  weah i t  in yore 
shoes . Use garlic  in dat , chew 

knov. Dey couldn ' t huPt chew tub save 
2070 : 1 . ] 

dere life . [ Brunswick , Ga . , ( 1 217 ) , 

9669 . Yessuh , dere ' s  somethin ' dey kin 
Zife an ' s altp etah an ' salt an ' sandalwood 

git tub git ' em  away . Gi t ' em high 
incense , an ' mi x it up an ' throw 

aroun ' yore house evah mawnin ' 
b e f o ' de sun r i s e . HIGH IJFE - SANDALWOOD - SALTPETER - SALT 

SPIINKLE ROUND HOUSE BEFORE SUNRI SE - TO MOVE (What i s  high life ? )  
Ah dunno . I t ' s  somethin ' yo ' 

git outa de  drug sto ' . It  looks j es '  kinda greeni sh lookin ' . 
(Is it a powder or a liquid ? ) 
It ' s a powdah . I t ' s  kinda lak sulphuh but chew cain ' t sprinkle i t  down where 

it rains , ' cuz it swells ' way up . Yo ' use it when i t ' s  dry weathah . [Memphis ,  
Tenn . , ( 1527 ) , 2 7 2 5 : 10 . ] 

967 0 .  Well , ah been tPiaked one t ime by some o f  mah things . A girl lived in 
aar home an ' she fell out wit me concernin ' a man . She ' d  taken a dress o f  mine , 
one of mah monthly period cloths , an ' some of mah hair an ' got underneath de ahm 
[ara] where ah sweat at , an ' taken i t  an ' cared [ carr ied ] it acro s s  [ town ] tub a 

HIGH LIFE - SANDALWOOD - SALTPETER - SALT 
� WITH GRAVEYARD DIRT - NEEDLES - PINS 
SPRINKLE AT HOUSE BEFORE SUNRI SE - TO MOVE 

man [ cunj ureman] . 
(Wait a minute !  What did she get 
from under your arm , the hair or 
j ust  the sweat ? )  
De sweat from de dress . 
An ' she ' d  taken it tub a man an ' she 
had it mi xed wit graveyard dirt , 

aeedles an ' p ins an ' , well one or two mo ' thing but de man [ healer I went to ] 
didn ' t  name ' em , see . He put i t  in a j ab [ j ar ]  an ' brought i t  b ack tub our house 
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unbeknown tuh all of  us , late hour of  de night , an ' b uried it . Now , it wus 
b uried out ' b out along b y  de lavatory , see . Well , one Sunday mawnin ' ah was 
sittin ' on de po ' ch an ' ah go t up an ' ah went out tuh de lavatory . An ' ah had 
a spell . From den ah commenced tuh feel as though • • • •  

(What kind of  a spell did you have? How did you feel? ) 
Ah felt as though ah was dyin ' fo ' a few minute s . 
Well , ah started back tuh de house an ' when ah go t back home , ah tole mothah 

tuh call de doc tah . Our lavatory was out from de house . 
An '  she said , "Well , whut ' s  de mat tah? Yo ' don ' t look sick? " 
Ah said , "Well , ah am . "  
She said , "Well , yo ' don ' t look s ick . " 
An ' so ah went on de porc h .  
She said , "Go back an ' lay down , i f  yo ' want me tuh call d e  doc tah . Don ' t  

stan ' on de front porch . "  
Ah said , "Well , ah cain ' t lay down . " 
While she was callin ' de  doc tah ah went runnin ' down tuh de drug store . Seemed 

as though mah mind wus leavin ' me , see . An ' all ah could have on mah mind right 
den was dyin ' or eithah seein ' mahsel ' confined in a ' sylum . See? 

An ' ,  well ah go t back home an ' de doctah came out . He examined me thoroughly . 
He said nuthin was wrong . Well , ah knowed it was somepin wrong . Still , he said 
it wasn ' t  anything wrong . 

Well , mah mothah tried two mo ' doctahs . Both o f  ' em said dere wasn ' t anything 
wrong . 

She ' d  taken me crosstown tuh a man by de name of Mr . Lee [ a  root doc tor ] .  
(What town was this? ) 
Waycro s s , Georgia . Yes . 
An ' ah went ovah dere on Lee Avenue tuh Mr . Lee . An ' he tole me of dese 

things dat had been taken from me . An ' tole me dat de onliest way dat he could 
get dis spell offa me was tuh dig dese things up . An ' tole me de charge s o f  
diggin1 it up .  An '  he say he knowed dat ah didn ' t have much money , an ' ah could 
pay dis on installment s .  See , dat he would charge me $ 2 5  fo ' takin ' d e s e  things 

�· See . So he charged de $ 2 5 an ' mah mothah paid ' im ten of it down . 
He came ovah tuh our house an ' he digged dese things up . Dug ' em up an '  it 

was in a j ar an ' it was stopped up tight . An ' i t  looked as though it had b egin 
tuh kinda rot . See . 

He ' d  taken i t  out . He go t a pan of  warm watah an ' put some lodestone in it 
an ' a l i t t le salt . Taken dese things an ' po ' d  ' em in dere . An ' - well , ah don ' t  
know whut he done wit it . Ah know he ' d  taken it wit ' im whatevah it was , see . 
An ' he didn ' t nevah give me anythin ' tuh take , but grad ' ly by degrees dis spell 
commence tuh weah off , until now ah ' m  fine . 

(How long ago did that happen , did you say? ) 
That ' s  b een - ah imagine now - dat ' s  b een around seven or e ight months . No 

longah , no soonah . [These are the experiences diff icult to  find . ] [Waycross , 
Ga . ,  (1061) , 1 7 20 : 1 . ] 

9 6 71 . Mah uncle tole me dat yo ' go tuh de fo ' k  of  de road an ' yo ' take sul
phuh an ' yo ' take salt . An '  whichsomevah road he [ criminal ] went yo ' sprinkle 

LYE - SULPHUR - SALT : 3 INGREDIENTS 
IN ROAD CRIMINAL TOOK - WITH INCANTATION 

it [ these 2 ingredient s ]  down wit 
[Red] Devi l Lye [ Red Devil b rand ] . 
An ' when yo ' sprinkle it down , dey 
says , "Who be it , it was , dat did 

de crime , whichsomevah way he went , 
An '  he can ' t go no futhah . 

yo ' [ 3  ingredient s ]  f in '  which way he went . "  

(Did you use Devi l Lye in that? ) 
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Yes , sir . [Mobile , Ala . , ( 7 01) , 9 59 : 5 . ]  
9672 . In cookin ' an ' usin ' onion , take de onion an ' put salt on it  an ' put 

it in de stove . It bring good luck tub de house . 

ORION PEELINGS - SALT - BURN IN STOVE - LUCKY 
(How do you mean put this onion 
in the stove ? ) 

� in an ' yo ' use de onion , an ' de outah peel 
dat an '  sprinkle salt ovah dat , an ' wrap it up 
an '  burn it . 

See , yo ' cookin ' a pastry or 
yo ' cut off de onion . Yo ' take 
in a papah , an ' put i t  in de stove 

(What is that supposed to do? ) 
Bring luck to de house . 
(Just any kind of a house? ) 
Yeah , j es '  any house .  Don ' t b e  any particular house . [ Florence , S .  Car . , 

(1285) ' 2182 : 6 .  ] 
9673 . I f  yo ' wan ' a  a j ob ,  yo ' don ' wan ' a eat no breakfus ' .  Jis ' put a red 

onion in yuh pocket wit yuh salt , mos ' ly in de right pocket . Keep it  in a rag .  

OIIION [ RED ]  - SALT - IN RAG - RIGHT POCKET 
FASTING [NO BREAKFAST ] - SEE BOSS FOR JOB 

ONION PEELINGS - SUGAR - SALT - BURN 
TO KEEP DOWN QUARRELS 

QUARREL CAUSED BY ANY CUT ONION KEPT 

An ' go tub a man fo ' a j ob .  Yo ' 
always b e  dere befo ' he  do . [ Wil
mington , N .  Car . , ( 2 2 7 ) , 145 : 9+85 . ]  
9 6 7 4 . When yo ' p eel onions in yore 
home , yo ' supposed tub put sugah an '  
salt - sugah an ' salt on it [ the 
p eeling s ]  an ' put it on de stove an' 
burn it . Dat ' s keep in ' down de fuss 
[ in the house] . An ' i f  yo ' havin ' 

it up , but yo ' don ' t ' sposed tub leave fuss der e ,  put salt on de onion an' burn 
cut onion in yore house no kinda way . 

(After you put salt on that onion , what 
Put it on de stove an ' let it burn up . 

[Memphis , Tenn . , ( 9 4 7) , 152 7 : 7 . ]  

do you do with that onion then? ) 
Dat k eepin ' down fusses in de house . 

9 6 7 5 . I f  dey move in dere an ' yo ' 
nut s an ' burn ' em . Take an ' put chew 

don ' t  wan ' ' em  in der e ,  git chew some pea
some salt tub ' em , an ' put some right up 

PFANUTS BURNED - SALTED - THROWN UNDER HOUSE 
TO CROSS IT - MAKE PEOPLE WITHIN MOVE 

undahneat ' dat hous e .  Dey ' 11 
move out . Keep dem out . Make it 
[ hous e ]  crossed , too . 

is crossed so that no one can live in it , 
(Memphis , Tenn . , ( 9 36) , 1514 : 7 . ] 

(Cross the house up . )  [ The house 
until some p erson uncrosses the house .] 

9676 . I f  ah wus in trouble , like ah wus want in ' tub sell whiskey like evah
body is doin ' , wanted tub have a success fo ' mah business where de man wouldn ' t  

PERRY - NEW SALT - FRONT AND BACK DOORS - POLICE 
b othah me . Git me a package 
of  salt an ' bury it tub mah 
front do ' steps , bury one tub 

de back where yo ' have to come ovah - walk ovah it  [ them] . Take me a penny an ' 
drive it  down , drive de penny right down on de do ' stop ; yo ' know , like de do ' 
[de.onstrates ] ,  drive it right up dere . De police may come dere an ' try tub 
search me . He ' d  look a little bit  - ah ' ll j est show yo ' [ demons trates about 
roca) .  "Well [ says policeman ] he ain ' t got nuthin . Let ' s  go . "  [ For pennies 
a£ door , see atso many examples in vol . l ,  p . 6llf . , Nos . 21 08-212 0 and elsewhere . ] 
(&aycross , Ga . , (1158) , 193 0 : 5 . ] 

967 7 . Well , some p eople take a penny an ' dey nail it  right down in front of  
de do '  - a one- cent piece . Dey go tub de b ack do ' an ' dey nail down anothah one . 
� go tub de sto ' an ' git chew a b ox of  Red Devil Lye potash . Yo ' git chew a 
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PENNY NAILED AT FRONT AND BACK DOORS 
NEW BOX OF RED DEVIL LYE - NEW BOX OF SALT 
BURY AT GATE IN HOLE 6 INCHES DEEP , SAYING : 
3 DEAD MEN LOOKED OUT OF A WINDOW1 ETC. 
THI S I S  FOR CUSTOMERS AND DRIVING LAW AWAY 

bran ' -new box of salt . An ' yo ' go 
out in yore gate , r ight in de mid
dle of yore gate wher e de peop le 
trans fah in an ' out . Yo ' d ig a 
hole down der e a t  zakly [ exac tly] 
six inches , an ' yo ' take dis salt , 
dat whole box of salt , an ' emp ty 

it right close tuh de box of lye , An ' aftah 
of  lye , yo ' say lak dis : 

yo ' emptyin ' it close tuh dat box 

ThPee daid men looked outa de winda ' :  
One had no lung� de othah had no tongue; 
De thiPd was deaf� dumb an ' b lind. 
Beho ld de spiPit looked on me� 
As ah speak to yo ' thPee times a day . 
On ly goodness an ' mePay sha l l  fo l low me [Porn dis day on . 

Yo ' say dat all de while yo ' po ' ing dat sal t  on tapa dat . An ' aftah yo ' git done 
why yo ' cover this lye up - an '  dat ' s  also fo ' br ingin ' cus tomers - an ' de po tash 
will dr ive away de law ,  keep de law away . [ Brunswick , Ga . , (117 5 ) , 198 8 : 1 . ] 

967 8 .  Yo ' take de ' simmon bark.  Ah heard dat one too , if anyone wan t s  tuh 
tPiak yo ' in any way . All r ight , yo ' take de ' s immon bark an ' yo ' goes on an ' 

PERS IMMON BARK - BO IL WITH 9 TABLESPOONFULS OF SALT 
SPRINKLE AT NIGHT - BACK OUT DOOR - KILLS TRICKS 

yo ' take nine tablespoon
fuls o f  table salt an ' put 
it in dere wit dis bark . 
Yo ' boils i t . Den yo ' take 

dis s tuff an ' go tuh dey house at night , chew know . An ' when yo ' backs out from 
dey house , yo ' let  i t  fellah yo ' from de do ' tuh where yo ' gain ' - long as it 
leaks out . Well , if dey try tuh do anythin ' dere ' s  nuthin tuh dat . 

(You put nine sp oonfuls of  salt in this persimmon bark? ) 
Yes . [ Sumter , s .  Car . , (1367) , 2419 : 9 . ] 
967 9 .  Well , den ah goes tuh work den an ' ah worked a few plans . A fellah 

followed me an ' ah tried it tuh see would i t  work . De fellah - ah wen ' tuh work 

POTASH - SULPHUR - SALT - TURN ROUND 9 T IMES - CUSS 
an ' ah took dis heah sul
phuh an ' ah took dis heah 
po tash an ' dis cookin ' 

salt , an ' put i t  in dis  box an ' where dis man place of bus iness was . Ah went 
down dere an ' turnt roun ' nine t imes an ' made a oath - cuss , cussed dis fellah . 
In three day ' s t ime dis fellah was out of dat place an ' done moved . Had tuh 
move , he couldn ' t  s tay down d ere . He had tuh move . 

(What did you do with that box when you turned around nine times? ) 
Dat box? Ah took de box an ' throwed i t  away . Ah had i t  in mah han ' when ah 

wus turnin ' roun ' do [ though ] . But ah to ok de box an ' throwed i t  away an ' nobody 
knows whut it was all about . [ St . P etersburg , Fla . , ( 9 9 5 ) , 160 7 : 5 . ] 

9680 . [Take ] potash whut chew wash clothes wi th , an ' take table salt , an ' 
take dis here sulphuh , an ' take one of dese here John de Conkah roots , an ' put 

POTASH - SULPHUR - SALT - JOHN DE CONKAH 
BURY AT DOOR TO MOVE 

tuh move in dere , dey ain ' t gain ' s tay in 
Fla . , (995) , 1609 : 3 . ] 

all dis tuhgethah , an ' yo ' take i t  
an ' bury it undah d e  steps . Don ' t 
let no one see yo ' .  I f  anyb ody move 
in dat house an ' yo ' don ' t want ' em 

dere . Dey can ' t .  [ S t . Petersbur g ,  

9 681 . An ' tuh avo id thin ' s  lak dat tuh keep peop le away from yore house , lak 
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dat - yo ' kin take a p iece of quicks ilvah an ' some table salt . An ' mix it  in , 

�CKSILVER - SALT - MIX - TIE IN PIECE OF VICTIM ' S 
CWTHING - THROW TOWARD HI S HOUSE TO KEEP AWAY 

if  yo ' kin git somepin from 
' em,  a piece o f  dere s . An ' 
throw it  away tuhward dey 
house an ' dey won ' t  nevah 

ca.e tub yore house any mo ' .  [Memphi s , Tenn . ,  ( 9 5 3 ) , 1539 : 18 . ] 

UDIVATER - SODA - SALT - MOP WITH 

.ad you mop good , and anywhere those 
can' t make you move . 

9682 . You take some salt , ge t  you some soda 
and some rainwater . You understand , that ' s  
about the best . All right , you get up there 
peop le wants  to make you move , then they 

(You do that so that they can ' t make you move? ) 
Sure , ah knows that positively . [New Orleans , La . , (884) , 145 7 : 1 . ] 
968 3 .  They say that if  a person doe sn ' t  like you , they ' ll draw a r ing i n  

the road right a t  your house and they ' ll spr inkle salt , soda , ashes , lime , o ther 

RING OR CIRCLE DRAWN IN ROAD PASS ING HOUSE 
SPJliRKLE IN IT : ASHES - LIME - SALT - SODA - SULPHUR 

3 INGREDIENTS : SALTPETER - SULPHUR - SALT 
SPRINKLE AT DOOR - WALKING BACKWARD S 

TO BREAK UP PERSONS IN THE HOUSE 

chemicals , sulphur . That 
will keep you from being 
an enemy against him. 
[ Freder icksburg , Va . , 
(44) , by Ediphone . ]  
9684 . Jis ' like i f  your 
husband was go in '  with 
someone else , [ I  know ] o f  
a remedy that would break 
that up , and that i s  one 
heap ing tablespoonful o f  

salt . You dip up this here , a tablespoonful o f  salt , pick it  up , an ' you take 
yuh band an ' brush i t  off  [ level the salt ] . An ' you pour that over there on the 
papah .  Then do the same with de sulphur . An ' you brush that o f f  [ take a table
spoon level-full o f  sulphur ] an ' pour it  into this [ salt ] .  Then take one p inch 
of saltpeter an ' you put this int o  this [ salt and sulphur ] .  Then you make [mix ] 
it up real good an ' start from the front door , go upstair s , you go backwards , 
sprinkle thi s . An ' they say when he walks over thi s , i t ' ll break ' em up . [ Bal
tt.ore , Md . ,  ( 1 4 9 ) , 55 : 3+8 5 . ] 

9685 . An ' i f  yo ' don ' t  want ' em tuh 
.a' snake dust - cos ' [ o f  course ] snake 

SNAKE DUST - PUT DOWN TO WALK OVER 
RIGHT-FOOT-SHOE DIRT SWEEP OUT DOOR 

8&LK BACKWARDS - USE SALT AND LODESTONE 

come tuh yore house , yo ' take table salt 
dust will kill yo ' .  Dey throw it  at 

chew when yo ' go in ' tuh de house . Yo ' 
take dat an ' chunk i t . Dey call i t  
thPowin '  i t  a t  chew , b ut dey don ' t  
thr ow it  at chew , dey put it  down f o ' 
yo ' tuh walk ovah i t . But if  dey don ' t  

want chew tuh come tuh de house , yo ' take one o f  yore right-foot  shoes , an ' sweep 
� shoe , dirt an ' all out de do ' , an ' den dey ' ll walk b ackward from da t shoe in 
� bouse .  Dey ain ' t  comin ' b ack no mo ' .  

�ose shoe do they put out there? ) 
Yores . Jes ' put a little tab le salt in dere . Dat will carry dem away . 
(What do you do with the snake dust? ) 
Dat snake dust?  Well , now , dat ' s  tuh kill yo ' .  Dey won ' do nuthin but j es '  

� dat down , right down in yore pathway . 
�ere you can walk over it? ) 

Yessuh , an ' yo ' walk ovah i t . 
(But if  they want t o  get rid o f  you , they j ust  put that salt in your shoe and 

...ep it  out? ) 
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Yessuh .  But dat snake dust , if yo ' walks ovah dat snake dust an ' dey go t i t  
in dere , why dat ' ll g i t  chew , see , ' cuz dey g o t  dat lodes tone in it , yo ' see . 
[Memphis , Tenn . , (1530) , 273 6 : 7 . ] 

9 68 6 . Tuh keep de policemens away from de house ag ' in , yo ' kin git chew some 
sulphuh an ' git chew some salt an ' soda an ' mix i t  all tuhgethah . An ' git  up 

SODA - SULPHUR - SALT - 4 CORNERS OF HOUSE - 9 DAYS 
evah mawnin ' ab out five 
a ' clock an ' put it  in each 
cornah of yuh house , each 

cornah fa ' nine mawnin ' s ,  an ' dat wi ll shore keep ' em away from yuh house . [ Fay

SPIT INTO SWEEPINGS MADE BEHIND VISITOR 
ettevi l le , N. Car . , (1446) , 2634 : 5 . ] 
9687 . I f  yo ' don ' t want no one in yore 
house , in yore room ,  an ' when dey leave 

out , yo ' take de salt an ' sprinkle it in behin ' ' em an '  sweep , an ' den sp it in it . 
D ey ' ll nevah come in yore house ag ' in .  [Memphis , Tenn . , (9 4 9 ) , 1530 : 10 . ] 

9 688 . If they don ' t like you and want you out o f  the way , the way they do , 
they goes to the [ hoodoo ] drug s tore and they b uys some steel dus t and lode stone . 

STEEL DUST - LODESTONE - BLACK PEPPER - SALT 
SPRINKLE AT DOORSTEP TO MOVE 

And they put b lack pepper and salt 
in i t ,  and they sprinkle it  around 
your s tep , see . And when they 
sprinkle it around your s tep , 

that ' ll move you .  [New Orleans , La . , ( 8 2 3 ) , 1189 : 3 . ] 
9 689 . Well , you take that and say : Sugar� you is de sweetening of al l things . 

I want you to sweeten dis man for me . Sa lt� [ you ] gives peaae of al l things . I 

SUGAR AND SALT - INCANTATION OVER EACH - MIX 
BURN 9 P INCHES ON RED-HOT STOVE FOR HAPPY HOME 

want you to keep this man for me 
personal ly free from any other 
woman. Then you mix it  all up 
toge ther and take it like that 

in nine p inches . 
will b e  happy .  

Then put i t  on the red-hot s tove and burn i t .  And your home 

(That is , you burn both 
(486) , 516 : 4 . ] 

the salt and the sugar together . )  [Norfolk ,  Va . , 

9 69 0 .  Now , i f  yuh wi fe 
some sugah , tab le salt an ' 

runnin ' aroun ' an ' yo ' wanta s top ' er ,  yo ' git  chew 
sulphuh an ' put it  in - take a saucah an ' mix it  up , 

SUGAR - SULPHUR - SALT - MIX - THEN 9 MORNINGS 
WITH INCANTATION IN LORD ' S NAME - PUT IN 4 CORNERS 

OF HOUSE TO KEEP YOUR WO�N FROM OTHER MAN 

lak dat , an ' evah mawnin ' 
fa ' nine mawnin ' s  - yo ' 
go t a woman an ' she got a 
man , an ' yo ' wanta break 
' em up . Yo ' take an ' put 

dat in de cornah of 
of de Lord� ah wish 
co rnah of de house . 

yuh house . Jes ' take a pinch of it  an ' put i t ,  In de Name 
yo 'd quit runnin ' �und. Evah t ime yo ' put it  down in de 

(Put it  in the four corners ? )  
Yassuh , de fa ' co rnahs o f  de house , put i t  in dere , an ' dat ' ll s top ' er from 

runnin ' roun ' . [ Memphis , Tenn . , (154 8 ) , 2 8 09 : 7 . ] 

SUGAR AND SALT ON SHOES BURNED FOR LUCK 

SUGAR AND SALT MIXED - WEAR UNDER ARMS 
KEEP S HUSBAND HOME 

9 691 . Well , yo ' kin burn shoes fa ' 
luck . Jis ' put ' em in de s tove an ' 
burn ' em .  Sprinkle salt an ' sugah on 
' em fa ' luck . [Memphi s ,  Tenn . , (1518) , 
2 6 9 3 : 10 . ] 
9 69 2 . Jes ' lak if  ah had a husban ' an ' 
he don ' nevah s tay at home , an ' ah 
wanted tuh keep ' im at home . Well , ah 

kin j es '  take tab le sugah an ' salt an ' mix a li ttle of i t  tuhgethah an ' weah it  
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wmdah mah ahms • Well , da t ' 11 make ' im drC1lrJ , love yo ' ; yo ' know ,  make ' im gi  t 

SIQR AND SALT IN HOUSE RIDS WOMAN OF MAN 

close tub yo ' .  [Memphis , Tenn . , 
(1544) , 2 7 9 5 : 13 . ] 
9 6 9 3 . Jis ' lak he move intuh yuh 
house an ' yo ' want ' im outa dis 
house . Yo ' take an ' g i t  chew some 

sal� an ' sugah an ' put in dere an ' he ' ll leave j is '  fo ' dat [ sugar and salt . He 
leaves b ecause he thinks some enemy is " throwing" f o r  him] . [Memphis ,  Tenn . , 

SUGAR AND SALT - SPRINKLE FOR LUCK OR TO HOLD JOB 
(93 9) , 15 20 : 8 . ] 
9 6 9 4 .  Anyone take salt an ' 
l i ' l ' sugah an ' sprinkle i t  

� · , an ' dat brings luck tub yo ' . Dat ' s  tub keep a j ob ,  so no man kin mow yo ' 
dawn - tub ho ld a j ob .  [Wi lson , N .  Car . , ( 14 7 1) , 2 6 5 2 : 24 - this cylinder b e ing 

SIQR AND SALT - SPRINKLE FOR LUCK OR TO HOLD JOB 
f i lled with brief rites . ]  
9 6 9 5 .  Git some sulphur an ' 
some table salt - not physic 

sal� - tab le salt , 
pea�ing ] .  

an ' lay i t  in yore shoe when yo ' certain • • •  [ informant is re-

(They can ' t put anything down for you to walk over i t . ) 
Bo sir , dat sulphur an ' salt supposed tuh • • •  [ S avannah , Ga . , (1252) , 2125 : 9 . ] 
9696 . One of  the greatest things for luck , you get a l i t t l e  sulphur an ' a 

1i��le lard an ' a little sal t , an ' put that together an ' wear that in a b ag 

SULPHUR - LARD - SALT - IN BAG ABOUT NECK 
D:KP ALL HOODOOS • • •  CUNJURES • • •  EVILS AWAY 

around your neck . That will keep 
all hoodoos , all cunjupes and all 
evils away from you . [ Fredericks
burg , Va . , (48) , by Ediphone . ]  
9 6 9 7 . Now in case yo ' want a j ob ,  
yo ' coming on de j ob [ you are at  the 

place where you want the j ob ] , put de footp r int of yuh b oss b etween dis sulphuh 
aa' b lack p eppah . Yo ' will make a b ag out ' a it an ' keep s it aroun ' yuh neck , yo ' 

�LACK PEPPER - SULPHUR - FOOTPRINT OF BOS S  IN BAG 
ABOUT YOUR NECK - HIS SP IRIT ALWAYS WITH YOU 

SALT AND SULPHUR IN POCKET - BO S S  TRUTHFUL ABOUT JOB 

see , an ' de spirit of yuh 
boss will always b e  along 
wit chew ; yo ' see . An ' 
fer dat reason , he wi ll 
nevah have yuh runned 

..ay , as long as he have any incidentaL business [ usually called odd jobs ] at 
a11 . An '  now ,  in ordah tub f in '  dout [ find out ] from any man de t ruth ab out dese 
�s . I t ' s  nuthin but such a s imp l e  thing as sulphuh an ' sal t , dat chew ' ll put 
iD yuh p ocket . An ' if he [ boss ] wants yuh aroun ' , he wi ll tell yuh ; an ' if not , 
� he ' ll run yuh out ' a  dere . 

(That ' s  i f  you are hunt ing a j ob ? )  
Yes .  No sub ! Dat in case dat chew hunt in ' one : j es '  de same uh [ as ]  many 

.aDS [men ] , yo ' know , goin ' aftah a j ob an ' dey [ boss ] always put t in ' yo ' off 
... put t in '  yo ' off . Well , if  yo ' directly wanted tub f ind out i f  he gona give 
�· dis j ob or not , den yo ' goes tub work an ' yo ' put a li ' l ' sulphuh an ' a 
li• 1 •  salt in dis papah,  an ' yo ' wrap i t  up verah carefully an ' keep i t  in yuh 
JDCke� . An '  when yo ' go tub ' im,  why he ' ll have tub tell yo ' what he ' s  goin ' tub 
.. ; vhethah he goin ' tub give somep in . 

(I see . He has to tell you whether he is going t o  g ive you a j ob or not . )  
(Cbarleston , S .  Car . , (499) , 54 2 : 7 . ]  

9698 . (Do what ? )  
Sulphur . 
(You get some sulphur . )  
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And sprinkle i t  
son t o  get a fresh 

on your front and back steps , and get some disintePested peP
box of table salt , you know that never been used out of i t , 

SULPHUR SPRINKLED AT VICTIM' S FRONT AND BACK STEPS 
DISINTERESTED PERSON BUYS NEW SALT - PUTS IN HOUSE 
SAME PERSON OR SOMEONE WILL SWEEP SALT OUT SAYING : 
WELLJ THAT SETTLES IT; YOU WON ' T COME BACK AGAIN 

and back steps , 
Table sal t . 

and then you have to have this sal t . )  

and j ust sprinkle i t  and 
someone clean hous e wi th i t  
and sweep i t  out , you bound 
to move . 
(I  see . You bury the sul
phur under the front s tep s 

(That hasn ' t been used . What do you do with that salt now? )  
Sprinkle it in the house and j ust like if I ,  you know , come in or walk out , 

well then as soon as I walk out , then you sweep my tracks , sole and all out to
gether , and say , "Well , that set tles i t . You won ' t come back , again . "  [Vicks

SULPHUR - SALT - BEHIND UNWANTED VISITOR - SWEEP 
burg , Mi ss . ,  ( 7 20) , 9 8 9 : 2 . ] 
9 6 9 9 . Ah ' ve hear ' d  dat de 
ole folks used tub say if a 

par ty come tub mah house or sompin an ' [ I ]  gits ti ' ed [ tired ] of ' em , says take 
some sulphur an ' sal t an ' sprinkle it on de flo ' when she leave an ' sweep it out . 
An ' dey say she ' ll s tay away . [ Wil son , N .  Car . , (150 7 ) , 2 6 75 : 5 . ] 

9 7 00 .  If dey wanta b e  pro tected aroun ' de home somet ime , i t ' s  a very simple 
thing dat dey kin do tub bring protection . Dey do dat befo ' de sunrise . Dat i s  

tub take some table salt 
SULPHUR - SALT - MIXED - THROW UP INTO AIR 7 MORNINGS 

BEFORE SUNRI SE - BACK TO SUN - PROTECTS THE HOME 
an ' sulphuh an ' fo ' seven 
mawnin ' s befo ' de sun 
rise , yo ' git up an ' turn 

yore back tuhwards de sunrise . An ' j es '  take dat salt an ' sulphuh all composed 
tuhgethah an ' j es '  throw it up in de air . An ' dat supposed tub pro tec t de home . 

SULPHUR AND SALT SPRINKLED BY MAN LEAVING HOME 
KEEP S MEN AWAY DURING HIS ABSENCE 

[ Florence , s .  Car . , (1295) , 
219 7 : 2 . ] 
9 701 . Heah de thing dat he do 
if he believe in dis [ tPicking ] . 
He j e s '  go tub work an ' j es '  as 

he walk out de house , he begin tub 
(What will that do then? ) 

sprinkle sulphuh an ' salt . 

Well , dat ' ll keep de othah mens back . 
(While he is gone? )  
Dat ' s  right . [Jacksonville , Fla . , (586 ) , 7 5 2 : 4 . ] 
9 7 0 2 . The way now to do to gi t rid of folks - there ' s  folks in your home an ' 

you wan ' a gi t rid of ' em .  Yo ' take sulphur an ' salt - cooking salt yo ' know 

SULPHUR - SALT - MIX - START IN BEDROOM - SPRINKLE 
EVERYWHERE - STEPS - OUT WALK - THROW REST NORTH 
THIS DRIVES PERSON OUT - OR PREVENTS COMING IN 

yo ' mix it together an ' j i s '  
star t  r i ght from your bed
room an ' sprinkle it all 
aroun ' in there , an ' right 
on out the hall , right on 

out the steps , right on the steps , right on out de walk , an ' j is '  throw it north.  
An ' that ' s  supposin ' to go  out [make a person leave ] if there ' s  anybody they 
wan ' a  go out , they go out . An ' if there ' s  anybody you don ' t prefer comin ' in 
there , they won ' t come in . [Wilmington , N .  Car . , (300) , 2 2 7 : 3+85 . ] 

9703 . Ab out dat keep in '  de person from huPtin '  yuh , well dey say yo ' take 
dis salt an ' sprinkle it roun ' in de fo ' cornahs o f  yuh house . Do dat fo ' nine 
mawnin ' s  - dat sulphuh an ' salt . 

(Is the salt separately or the salt and sulphur - separate or together? )  
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Each sep ' rately , each o f  ' em .  
SULPHUR AND SALT THROWN SUCCESS IVELY 

IN 4 CORNERS OF HOUSE 9 MORNINGS 
PREVENTS ANYONE HURTING YOU 

( Each one o f  t hem i s  a different method 
of keeping a person away . ) 
Yes sir , each one separately . An ' yo ' 
do dat fo ' nine mawnin ' s .  [Desp ite my 

las� comment and informant ' s  agreement , I now think sulphur and salt are thrown 
successively , one after the o ther , into each of four corners . ]  [Waycross , Ga . , 
(1115) , 1 7 88 : 5 . ] 

9 7 0 4 . Well , yo ' take , 
sulphuh an ' git chew some 

get one - yo ' callin ' all de t ime - yo ' git chew some 
table salt , an ' mix dat tuhgethah an ' make yo ' a dus t . 

SULPHUR - SALT - MIXED - SCATTER AT DOOR AND IN HOUSE 
CALLING ALL DE TIME - BENT OVER - STOPS QUARRELS 

Be  callin ' all de t ime . 
[ Call anything you want 
to : Quarre ls in this 
house must stop . ] Jes ' 

� it an ' scattah it right in front dat do ' . Always scattah i t  all ovah de 
bouse an ' j es '  bend as  yo ' walk all ovah . [Why p erformer b ends over I do not 
kDDv. Like a wounded bird is  operator deceiving the spirit working the spell ? ] 

(What will that do? )  
Dat ' ll stop de fus s .  
(Stop the fus s in the house . )  [Kills whatever conj ure star ted and continues 

the quarrels . ]  [ Brunswick ,  Ga . ,  (1224) , 208 2 : 8 . ] 
9705 . Well , dey say yo ' kin take sulphuh an ' salt , an ' yo ' kin j es '  go dere 

1ak yo ' visitin ' . An ' yo ' kin go dere an ' s trew it roun '  dere in dat house as 

SULPHUR - SALT - MIXED - SPRINKLE THROUGH HOLE 
Ill POCKET - AT HOME OF P ERSON YOU WANT MOVED 
CURSIN ' DEM IN YORE MIND : "SON-OP-A-BITCH1 GIT 
OB 9TH MORNING VICT IM WILL MOVE FROM HOUSE 

OUT! " 

yo ' walkin ' roun ' dere . 
If  yo ' got a coat dat ' s  
got a hole in de pocket , 
yo ' kin run yore han ' 
down in dat p ocket an ' 
yo ' have dis in a papah 

or somep in , dat yo ' kin j es '  lose a li ' l '  bit  at de time out ' a  it . Yo ' have 
,ore ban ' [ in your pocket ] .  [This hole-in-the pocket i s  fairly common and known 
everywhere . ]  Or yo ' kin walk b ehin ' ' em ,  lak it somebody yo ' talk wit a whole 
lo� , an ' yo ' kin j es '  sprinkle dat salt an ' sulphuh . An ' in talkin ' tuh dem yo ' 
kin be cur s in' dem in yore mind . "Son-o f-a-b itch , git out ! "  Sompin lak dat . 
An' i t ' s  true dat dey will move . In de ninth mawnin ' de ' will move .  [ Savannah , 
Ga. , (1256) , 2129 : 4 . ] 

9706 . If  yo ' stayin ' in a house 
oa� an '  yo ' don ' wanta git out , why 

an ' de rent man wanta come dere tuh put chew 
yo ' ain ' t gotta git out . Yo ' kin fix a way 

SULPIIUR AND SALT INTO FIRE WHEN YOU SEE RENTMAN 
COMING - CUSS - HE WILL RIDE ON BY HOUSE 

tuh stay dere . Yo ' kin go evah 
mawnin ' j es '  ' bout t ime fo ' him 
tuh come - j es '  lak if h e  down 
dere an ' yo ' see him comin ' , 

,o '  j es '  go tuh work an ' take some sulphuh an ' salt an ' throw it in de fiah . 
Don' � let no one see yo ' an ' make a path . He ' ll ride right on by yuh house . 
• eaz  why ah know dat ? ' Cuz de girl ah stayed wit she done dat , an ' we didn ' t  
pay rent fo ' God knows how long . An ' ah axed ' er why she do dat , an '  she say 
da� ' s  luck . [ St .  Peter sburg , Fla . , (995) , 1609 : 4 . ] 

SDLPBUR - SALT - MIXED - SPRINKLE BEHIND VISITOR 
SWEEP AFTER HIM - BILL COLLECTOR - CURSE 

9 7 07 . An ' den , yo ' kin take 
dey say if  yo ' take table salt 
an ' yo ' mix it wit sulphuh an' 
anybody - j es '  lak anybody 

ca.e �uh yore house an ' yo ' don ' want ' em dere any mo ' ,  j es '  sprinkle it down 
� ·  ' em an ' sweep yo ' flo ' an ' curse ' em ,  dey says dey won ' come any mo ' . 
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(How do you seep your floor - j ust  anyway? )  
Well yo ' j es '  sweep i t  right on out tuh de do ' behin ' ' em - i f  yo ' havin ' 

trouble wit chure [bill ] collec tah or sompin lak dat . If  yo ' do him lak dat , 
[ he ' ll s tay away ] .  

9 7 08 . Take some 
[ Savannah , Ga . , (1256) , 21 28 : 7 . ] 

very good , an ' burn 
table salt an ' some sulphur an ' put togethah an ' mix it up 
that table salt an ' sulphur , say , Ah burn this in the Name 

SULPHUR - SALT - BURN IN 3 HIGHEST NAMES 
TO STOP PLANTING OR CUNJURE 

SULPHUR - SALT - BURN IN HOUSE FRIDAY 
THI S CALLED "SACRIFICIN " '  - TO RENT HOUSE 

SULPHUR AND SALT INTO HOLES BORED INTO 
HI S TREES  - KILL S TIMBER ON OWNER ' S  LAND 

3 INGREDIENTS : PERFUME - SUGAR - SALT 
INCENSE MAY BE SUBSTITUTED HERE 

of the Father, the Son an ' the Ho ly 
Ghost . An ' it wil l  pass away . 
(What wil l  pass away ? )  
All inter ferences in mah busines s .  
( I f  anybody i s  trying to interfere 
with your business , that ' ll ki l l  
that out . )  
Dat ' ll ki l l  that out . [ Fayet teville, 
N .  Car . , (141 5) , 2546 : 1 0 . ] 
9 7 0 9 . Yo ' take an ' burn salt an ' 
sulphur in de house on a Friday -
yo ' sacrificin ' - an ' someone will 
soon come . 
(To rent the house . )  
Yes sir . [ Brunswick ,  Ga . , (1 206 ) , 
2038 : 1 0 . ] 
9710 . I f  yo ' mad wit a man an ' wan ' a 
kill ' i s timbah or ruin ' is timbah on 
' is p lac e [ farm] , yo ' go dere an ' bo ' 
li ' l '  holes in it an ' put sulphuh an ' 
salt in dem holes . Dat ' ll kill ' is 
timbah . [Waycross , Ga . , (11 2 9 ) , 
1834 : 6 . ] 
9 7 1 1 . Salt an '  sugah an ' perfume ; 
de thre e combine an ' dey say dat 
brings de crowd in . Or eithah de 
kind of incense yo ' burn wil l  bring 

' em in . [ Florence , S .  Car . , (1293) , 219 4 : 8 . ] 
9 7 1 2 . Lak if  yo ' wan ' a  j ob ,  dey tell me sompin but ah have nevah t ried it . 

Lak if yo ' wanted a j ob ,  ah heah de boys say , go tuh d e  bossman ' s house . An ' 

TURPENTINE - OLIVE OIL - SALT : 3 INGREDIENTS 
ON SOMETHING BELONGING TO BOSS - PUT WHERE 
HE MUST WALK OVER IT - YOU WILL GET THE JOB 

aftah yo ' go tuh ' is house - lak 
if yo ' go dere an ' try tuh git a 
li ' l '  work tuh do roun ' dere . 
Prob ' ly yo ' fine some things rourr 
dere dat he ' s  got or somepin he 

weahs or somep in lak dat . Yo ' take dis . An ' yo ' come back an ' take it tuh yore 
home . An ' yo ' come back an ' yo ' take dis turpentine an ' olive oil an ' salt . 
An ' yo ' take dis stuff  an ' yo ' fix it up . Wel l , aftah yo ' take dis stuf f an ' f ix 
it up , yo ' take an ' care [ carry ] it back tuh dis bos sman ' s  hous e .  An '  yo ' take 
an ' hide it up undah , anywhere undah where he walks aroun ' in ' is room . Yo ' take 
dat stuff an ' yo ' care it right dere , an ' put it somewheah in ' is room , wheah he 
kin walk ovah it . Wel l , yo ' take it den . Yo ' take an ' go back an ' git it if yo ' 
kin git back an ' git it . Git back an ' git it . Meanwhile he wuz workin ' aroun ' . 
An ' yo ' take an ' bury it . Lak he ' s  got a desk wheah he do ' s  ' is writin ' , keep in' 
time , or sompin lak dat . Yo ' take an ' put it up undahneat ' de desk or sompin 
othah lak dat . An ' dey say dat stuf f , whut chew put in dat stuf f , wil l  take 
effec t  on ' im .  An ' den yo ' ll come tuh ' im  an ' he says , "Well" - when yo ' as t ' im 
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fo ' a j ob - " come to work . " He ' 11 give yo ' j ob .  Dat stuff will take effect on 
· � , work on ' im in a way , an ' he ' ll have tub give yo ' a j ob .  [ Fayetteville , 

X .  Car . , (1413) , 2 5 9 2 : 2 . ]  
9713 . Git chew some salt . Spr inkle it down an ' as dey go out de do ' sweep 

it out behin ' ' em . Take it [ salt ] tub de back do ' , spr inkle it down . Dey call 

UIIBE 2 OR 3 DAYS OLD - UNDER STEPS 
PUT SALT AT DOOR AND SWEEP OUT BEHIND 
PERSON WALKING OVER THESE CANNOT STAY 

i t  de free-runnin ' sal t .  Yo ' heah ' em  
talk ' bout dat , de free-runnin ' sal t .  
Take dat an ' spr inkle i t  out [ o f  the 
container ] chew know an ' as dey go , swe ep 
it behin ' ' em .  An '  ke ep it [more s alt ] 

aadah de do ' steps unb eknownst tub ' em.  [Free-running salt  was an advertising 
device of a salt company at this per iod of t ime ; it was not a hoodoo expr ess ion . ]  

Well ,  yo ' take yore  watah dat chew make dur ing de night , let it s et two or 
three days , an ' chunk it undah de steps . An' it won ' b e  long ' fore dey runnin ' 
' vay from dere . Dey can ' t stay der e .  Ah know dat ' s true . 

(If you ar e trying to get r id o f  somebody in your house . )  
Yes , an ' yo ' don ' wan ' ' em  der e ,  yo ' see . [ Savannah , Ga . , ( 1 2 61) , 2141 : 1 . ]  
9714 . (What did you tell me about the forks of  the ro ad? ) 
Yo ' go out - yo ' take ahambah lye . Yo ' know, j ust like if yo ' wan ' a man , yo ' 

kDov - yo ' wan ' a make de man , yo ' know, go an ' leave yuh alone ; or make ' im come , 

UIIBE - MAN ' S AND WOMAN ' S  MIXED - OR SALT ALONE 
c;u TO Y-FORK OF ROADS - THROW URINE DOWN RIGHT FORK 
'10 BRING DEPARTED P ERSON BAC K - THROW SALT DOWN 
LEFI FORK WITH CURSE TO SEND AWAY OR KEEP AWAY 

eithah one . Yo ' take both 
yuhs [ yours ] ahambah lye . 
(His ahamber lye and the 
woman ' s  ahamber lye . ) 
Yes sir . Mix dat tuhgetha� 
Take dat tub de three fo 'ks 

of de road [a  "Y" fork , road separating to right and left ] . Yo ' take a brand-new 
� of salt , which yo ' ain ' t nevah us ed out o f , an ' go tub three fo 'ks of de road. 
uell , de right - de one dat ' s tub de right , yo ' take dat ahambah lye an ' , if yo ' 
aan '  ' im  tub go an ' stay an ' don ' nevah come back - don ' wanta b e  bothahed - yo ' 
[use] cur s e  wo rds . Yo ' make a cur s e  word an ' throw it [ salt ] down at de point 
(vhere one road separates into two ] . 

(The r ight ro ad? ) 
Yes , sir . Yo ' thrown it down dat right road [ the r ight fork of the "Y" ] . An '  

if yo ' wan ' ' im  tub come back an '  stay , yo ' throw it down d i s  left one [ left fork 
of the "Y" ] . 

(I see . ) 
An' make all cur s e  wo rds , if  yo ' wanta ' im tub stay , come back yo ' know , go . 
(I see . You throw it down the r ight [ fork] to make him go away , and the left 

to .ake him come back? ) 
Yes , s ir . You see , yo ' throw it back this way [ demonstrates ] .  
(You throw it back towards you? ) 
Yes . 
(And when you make him go away , which way do you throw it? ) 
Yuh d e  right . 
(Do you throw it towards you or away from you? ) 

Yo ' see , yo ' throw it j es '  lak dis , yo ' see [ demonstrat es ] . Throw it j es '  lak 
� .  yo ' know, j es '  lak dat . Lak yo ' go , go tub de r ight . When yo ' wan ' ' im  tub 
ca.e back an '  stay , well yo ' throw it j es '  lak dat , an ' make yuh cur s e  words , 
JID1 know, what yo ' wan ' ' im tub do : Come baak an ' do [ better ]  • Bring yo ' money . 
Jake yo ' an ' do lak dat , yo ' know - j es '  throw it lak dat [ demonstrates ] .  

(rbat brings him back. ) 
lD de left one [ fork] dat salt what yo ' nevah used out o f , yo ' throw dat salt 
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dat way [ to the lef t ] . An ' dat way [ demons trates ] .  
(I  see . What will that do ? ) 
Dat makes ' im go tuh s tay ,  tuh de 1ef ' . 
[ Informant f inally has the proper forks : left to send away , r ight to bring 

back . ] 
(To the lef t makes him go away - saatters him away? ) 
Yes , s ir .  This s alt yo '  have , had us ed out of  [ the package ] .  
(I  see .  You don ' t throw that ahamber lye down that left road , do you? ) 
No , s ir .  Yo ' throw de ahambah lye dis way , yo '  see [ demonstrates ] .  
(But you throw that [ urine ] to the r ight? ) 
Yes , s ir .  
(And the salt to the le ft? ) 
Yes , s ir .  [ There are a number of  rites concerning the "Y" fork of roads . 

Here the urine thrown to the r ight brings the man back , salt to the left sends 
or keep s him away . ]  [Mobile , Ala . , (679) , 97 2 : 4 . ] 

9 715 . Salt an ' a lit tle ahambah 
URINE - VINEGAR - SALT - AT DOOR - FOR LAW lye an ' a little vinegah , an ' sprin

kle roun ' yore do ' will keep de law 
back . Dat ' s  whut ah ' ve heard . [Waycross , Ga . , (1092) , 1 7 5 9 : 1 . ] 

5 .  NAILS - NEEDLES AND P INS - TACKS 

[ These four st icking o r  sharp-po inted instruments are of great importance in 
HOODOO , but usually they appear no t alone or together but as parts of  rites having 
more complex elements . For example we have : 4 new needles crossed in a handker
chief and folded 4 t imes to you , creating 16 squares , a rare example of " geometric 
progres s ion" ( for fold ing r ites see 3 1 82- 3 1 9 0 , v . 3 )  where the principal conc ern is 
neither needle nor folding but CAUSES OF SEXUAL IMPOTENCE (No . 3162 , p . 2 352 , v . 3 ) . 
Ano ther us e of  4 needles does no t appear in our present sec t ion becaus e it  is more 
useful elsewhere bringing back a murderer (MURDER , No . 7316 , p . 3251 , v . 4 ) . Yet 
nails , needles and p ins , and tacks - isolated by thems elves or in comb inat ions -
remain numerous , important and interest ing , as we shall f ind in our f ir s t  belief . ]  

(1) . NAILS 

(a) . ONE NAIL 

9716 . Yo ' kin take a nail - a sp ike . Take dat an ' kill a puhson . Ah tell 
yuh whut . Nail dat about de height of de puhson . Yo ' care dat tuh a tree an ' 

SPIKE - CARRY TO WORKIN ' PINE - DAT 'S DE LADY PINE 
DRIVE INTO TREE VICTIM ' S HEIGHT - EARLY MORNING 
OR USE A PEAR TREE - CALL ' EM, HIT IT , DRIVE • • •  HARD 
11AH DRIVE DIS SPIKE INTO YORE HEART 
DAT NO LONGAH SHALL YO ' LIVE OR REMAIN ON EARTH 
DIE ! DIE ! DIE ! DIE ! DIE ! • • •  TURN 1 ROUN 1 • • •  CALL DEM11 --- - - - -

yo '  kin care it in dis 
country [ South Carol ina ] -
yo '  care it  tuh whut ' s  
known as a workin ' pine . 
Dat ' s  de lady pine . Dere ' s  
a he an ' a she , yo '  know , 
suh ,  in de pine trees . An' 
yo '  care it  tuh dat . Go 

dere early in de mawnin ' .  An ' dere ' s  ano thah one . Yo ' kin care it  tuh a peah 
[ pear ] tree an ' dr ive it in dere about de height of ' em  [ the vic t im] . Drive dat 
in dere . Call ' em,  hit it , drive it in dere hard , Ah drive dis spike intuh yore 
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r�, dat no longah shal l  yo ' live 'r [ live or ] remain on earth. Die ! Die!  
Die !  Die ! Die ! D en turn roun ' an ' call dem .  C a l l  dem , b u t  don ' t  put yore 
�h o r  hatchet down . Hold i t  in a dr ivin ' position . Drive it ! An ' evah 
�� yo ' drive yo ' say , Die ! Die ! Dat ' ll b r ing on quiak-enough death . Drive 
i� ! Tell ' em  yo ' dr ivin ' it through dey heart , dey witals an ' weins . Yo ' sha l l  
die !  Die ! Yo ' must die ! Yo ' shal l  die ! [ Florence , S .  Car . , ( informant j us t  
before No . l331) , 2 2 7 6 : 2 . ]  

9 7 1 7 . Go to  the fork o f  a road , l ike that [ demons trat es ] and take a b rand-new 
�eo-penny nail . And they pin [ dr ive ] that nail down . Just like you want a girl 

nrro FORK OF ROAD - DRIVE NEW 10-PENNY NAIL 
SAYING PRAYER 9 TIMES  - COVER WITH HANDKERCHIEF 

RETRIEVE LATTER BEFORE SUNRISE NEXT MORNING 
&EAR IT - FLUTTER IT IN GIRL ' S  FACE TO GET HER 

or somepin , they pin that nail 
down and say a prayer about 
nine times . And they put that 
[nail ] down in and put a hand

kerchief down over it . After 
they put the handkerchief down , 

and let it stay over there [ the dr iven nail ] and get the handkerchief b efore the 
� morning before the sun rise . And they say that ' ll get that girl . You take 
�he handkerchief and wear it . And after that you go to the girl and take it out 
of your pocket , l ike that , l ike you is playing with it , and get [ flutter ]  it 
around her face . [The sp irit of the conquered nail , fort i fied by the power o f  
�be spirit o f  the f ork o f  t h e  road , i s  carr ied t o  confron t t h e  girl ! ]  [New 
Orl eans , La . , (8 5 9 ) , 1366 : 1 . ] 

9718 . Take a na il , a t en-penny nail , 
s�ra�es ] an ' cut it o f f .  Cut off  de top 

j es ' about de height of dis [ demon
[ head ] of it an ' wrap it [ headless nail ] 

aJT OFF HEAD OF TEN-PENNY NAIL - WRAP BLACK THREAD 
ABOUT IT 9 TIMES - STICK IN CORNER OF HER HOUSE 
CALLING HER NAME - SHE WILL RETURN IN 9 DAYS 

aroun ' wi t a piece of b lack 
thread nine times . An ' 
st ick in de cornah o f  ' er 
house an ' call ' er name , an ' 
in nine days she ' ll r eturn . 

&egardless tuh where she i s , she ' ll come back. Her min ' j es '  git worried up an ' 
fre�tin '  so she cain ' t s tay [ away ] an ' she have tuh come . 

(Cut o f f  the top , the head o f  that na il ? ) 
Cu� i t  o f f .  [ This r i t e  could have b een placed under NAME , pp . 3497-35 8 9 ,  v . 4 . ] 

(�son , N .  Car . , (14 7 8) ,  2 6 58 : 1 . ] 
9719 . And dey wanted tuh , dey could 

tree on de [ property ] l ine of dis man ' s 
take a b i g  nail an ' carry it tuh a oak 
land , yuh undahstan ' ,  an ' dr ive dis na il 

PIOPERTY LINE - DRIVE NAIL INTO OAK TREE NEAR 
Y1SB TO REMAIN ON LAND - BLOW BREATH 3 TIMES 

in dere an ' make a wish when he ' d 
drive i t  in der e . An ' he .could 
stay doltll der e  · an '  do :aa �;�boa�' 
as long as he want s .  De man ' · . . . . ; 

waald never put ' im away - put him o f f  [ the land ] . 
(Off, I see . I f  some man is on a p i ece o f  ground - land out here - and he 

..a�s �o stay and he doesn ' t want to b e  put off , he will go t o  this oak t ree . 
ADd where would this oak tree be? ) 

Beah de line , de [ boundary]  l ine o f  de land . 
(Oh , it must  b e  near the l ine? ) 
Dis land an ' somebody els e ' s , yo ' know . Yo ' see , gen ' ly [ generally ] dere ' s  a 

line of trees out on dere [ property l ine o f  farm] . Yo ' know , there is de line o f  
crees somewhere neah it . An ' dr ive it i n  a oak tree , yo ' see . Blow ' is breath 
aa i� �hr ee times an ' make a wish [ al so 3 magic act ions : drive , wish , b reathe ] . 

�t will that do for him then? ) 
ve11 , he kin stay dere long a s  he choose . 
(Be j ust  stays there as long as he wants  t o ? )  
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Yeah , an ' he don ' t pay no rent . [ Pet ersburg , Va . , (445 ) , 4 1 9 : 7 . ] 
9 7 2 0 .  Take a bar o f  Oc tagon Soap [ t rade name ] if someone want chew t o  move 

out dis house .  An ' j est take yo ' a nail , a tenpenny nail , i f  yo ' want to stay 

NEW SOAP - DRIVE NAIL INTO - BURY ON NORTH SIDE 
OF HOUSE AT A CORNER - NO ONE CAN MOVE YOU OUT 

hous e ,  an ' dere can ' t nobody git chew outa dat 
der e .  [ Wayc ross , Ga . , (109 3 ) , 1 7 63 : 7 . ] 

dere right along , an ' dr ive 
in dat nail [ soap ] . An ' put 
dat in de no ' th corner [ a cor
ner on the north sid e ]  of  de 

hous e long as yo ' wanta stay 

9 7 2 1 .  They say you can take a new tenpenny nail and if you want the man , why 
you can drive that down , beside your b ed ,  in the f loor . And i f  that makes you 

WOMAN MAY DRIVE NEW NAIL INTO FLOOR AT HER BED 
WHERE SHE LAST STEP S AT NIGHT AND FIRST IN MORNING 
TO MAKE MAN COME TO HER AND BE UNDER HER CONTROL 

b e  the first plac e that you 
walk over in the morning 
and the last plac e in the 
night , and that ' ll make him 
come to you and come und er 

your cont rol . [ Elizabeth City , N .  Car . , (438 ) , 4 04 : 3+8 5 . ]  

(b ) • TWO NAILS 

9 7 2 2 . Yo ' kin take a twentypenny nail an ' dress it wit High Jo hn de Conkah 
stuf f an ' dope it evah mawnin ' an ' evah night . An ' take an ' dr ive it neah yore 
hous e ,  drive ' em [ informant changes to two nails ] in yore do ' side both ways . 

2 TWENTYPENNY NAILS DRESSED NIGHT AND MORNING 
WITH A HIGH JOHN DE CONKAH PREPARATION - DRIVE 

ONE IN EACH SIDE OF DOOR TO KEEP LAW AWAY 

Say it  will keep de law away . 
(What do you mean , drive them 

both ways ? )  
Dr ive one dat-a-way an ' dr ive 
one dis-a-way . Dr ive one on 

dat side dat-a-way an ' dr ive one ovah 
(Right in the door frame? ) 

heah dis-a-way . 

Yes , an ' j es '  dope [dress or feed] dat [ dr iven in ] haid evah mawnin ' an ' evah 
night . Say dey [ law] won '  come anywhere neah yo ' .  [ Nails ar e more likely dr iven 
into doorsill . ]  [Wilson , N .  Car . , (1455 ) , 2 646 : 6 . ] 

9 7 2 3 . I f  a landlord want ed tuh make yuh move out a hous e ,  yo ' kin git chew 
two nails , bran ' -new nails yuh see ,  an ' yuh cross ' em r ight ovah de sill o f  de 

do ' an ' he cain ' t git chew 
2 NEW NAILS - CROS S THEM OVER DOORSILL 

KEEPS YOU IN HOUSE OR DRIVES ANOTHER PERSON OUT 
outa dat house . 
Well , whensomevah yo ' want s 
tuh aross yore house tuh keep 

anybody f rom stayin ' in der e ,  why j es '  as yo ' 
yo ' kin use dose nails fo ' dose people so dat 
tuh cross de same nails . 

use de nails fo ' yuh tuh stay der e ,  
dey cain ' t stay der e .  Dey have 

(That will also keep the people from moving into the hous e? ) 
Yessuh , ' long as it crossed . [ Algiers , La . , (15 75 ) , 2 9 00 : 11 . ] 
9 7 24 . Take two t enpenny nails an ' nail ' em down an ' cross ' em lak dat [ dem

ons trates : nails crossed like an "X" ] . Nobody will stay in der e .  

2 NAILS CROS SING AT DOOR CROSS UP HOUSE 

(Wher e do you nail them? ) 
Right ovah de do ' [ door sill ] .  Cros ses 
up de house . 
(No one can rent it or stay in there . )  
[Algiers , La . , (1593) , 299 4 : 10 . ] 
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(c) . THREE NAILS 

9 7 2 5 . Dey use nails  fo ' sep ' ratin ' a man an ' 
an' wif e , whatevah yo ' wan ' tuh do .  Yo ' take de 

LAY 3 [ or 4 ]  NAILS ACRO SS EACH OTHER SO THAT EACH 
HALF FORMS SPOKE OF WHEEL - WRAP TOGETHER WHERE 
BAILS BI SECT - AT VICTIM' S HOME THROW EAST OUT 
BACK DOOR - RIMLES S WHEEL SEPARATES MAN AND WOMAN 

a woman , or ei thah de husb an ' 
three nails  an ' cros s ' em d i s  

way . See , cro s s  ' em d a t  way , 
yo ' see , an ' den yo ' have 
anothah one comin ' cross d i s  

twine string an ' yo ' wrap i t  t ill - have d e  twine 
ures ] . 

(Four or five feet long . ) 

way . 
(They are cross ed 
of the other like 
fenc e . ) 
Yes . An ' den gi t 

s tring ab out a-like 

one on top 
a rail 

chew a 
dat [meas-

Yes . An ' wrap it t i ll dat string is out ; all de way in all dos e things [ dem-
onstrate s ] . 

(In all those corners ? )  
[ In the V ' s  b etween the spokes o f  the wheel . ]  
Yes . An '  den when yo ' gi t i t  wrapped , den yo ' take i t  an ' whosomevah house 

it  i s , yo ' go tuh dere house . An ' yo ' go in , yo ' know , an ' sit down an ' talk or 
sompin lak dat . An ' den go tuh de backdo ' an ' throw i t  eas t , j es '  a s  fur as yo ' 
kin in de grass . Den yo ' come on back . Dat ' s  de way tuh separate a man an ' 
wife .  

(You j us t  throw the whole thing alt ogether , j us t  throw the whole thing away? )  
Yes , d e  whole thing away . Dat ' s  tuh separate a man an ' wi fe . [ rhere are 

several of  these rimless wheel � rites in HOODOO . ]  [Memphi s ,  Tenn . , ( 1541) , 
2786 : 6 . 1 

9 7 2 6 . Bury 3 nails  cross ed together to b r ing p erson back . [ Here , as in the 
preceding rite  and elsewhere in HOODOO ,  we have the well-known r imless wheel 

3 HAILS CROS SED - RIMLESS WHEEL RITE 
rite . ] [Memphi s , Tenn . , ( 9 66 ,  comp lete 
rite not copied b ecause I was making brief 
transc riptions o f  some cylinders mi s sed by 

.y transcrib er , informant good ) , 1561 : 9 . ] 
9 7 2 7 . Whenevah yo ' be rid [ wr i t ? ] out , dey done b e  rid yo ' out - yo ' know , 

�do ' s an ' yo ' got t a  move . Dey done rid yo ' out , yo ' know - de officah rids 

3 HAILS IN CENTER OF DOORSILL - IN J HIGHEST NAMES 
TO KEEP LANDLORD FROM MOV ING YOU OUT OF HOUSE 

take three nails  an ' yo ' go tuh de do ' lak dat an ' 
right in de middle of  d e  do ' . 

yo ' out an ' yo ' got t a  move . 
[ Evidently your few posses
sions are on the sidewalk 
out in the street . ]  Yo ' 

nai l  ' em  down [ demonstrates ] 

(Right underneath the saddle that goes across the door . )  
Yes , an ' nail ' em  down in dere an ' call De Name of de Fathah an ' de Son , an ' 

yo• kin s tay dere . Dey ' ll c ome an ' lengthen yore days an ' let chew s tay on dere . 
Yo • won ' t  have tuh move . Ah know dat fo ' a fac ' ' cuz ah did dat mahsel f . 

(You put them right down [ I  demonstrate ] where that b oard goes over - over 
tbat saddle of the doo r . )  

Yes . [ In that f irst  line i s  there a p lay on the words �t and rid [ ge t  rid 
of you] b oth pronounced alike here . ] [Memphis , Tenn . , ( 1 541) , 2 7 8 7 : 12 j 

9728 . Ah hear ' d  dat dey takes three sixtypenny nails . 
�t size is that ? )  
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Jes ' ' bout lak dat - j es '  about dat long , yo ' see [ demonstrates ] .  
(Oh , long as your hand . )  
About seven inches . 
(About s even [ ac tually six ]  inches long . Three sixtypenny nails . I never 

heard o f  a sixtypenny nail . ) 
Yeah , dere ' s  plenty o f  ' em .  An ' drive it down at de step s , yo ' undahstan ' , 

kinda in a fo ' kway [ forkway ] : one dis way , one dat way , an ' one dat way [demon-
strates ] . 

DRIVE 3 SIXTYPENNY NAILS INTO GROUND AT DOORSTEP 
MAKING A "V" = STEMLE S S  "Y" FORK OF ROAD - OPEN 
PART POINT ING EAST AWAY FROM HOUSE - WALK AWAY 
BACKWARDS - DON ' T  LOOK BACK - TWO INS IDE S EPARATE 

(Like a "V" : one here , one 
each end like a "V . " )  
Yeah . 
(Which way would that "V" 
point now at the steps ? )  
Eas t . 

two ends point away from the house or to the 
Way f rom de house .  

(What I mean , would these 
house? ) 

[ They point away from the house . ]  
(And do they point in any part icular direction? ) 
An ' de "V" points tuh de hous e .  
[ Informant means small end o f  "V" , but ac tually the stem o f  the "Y" point s to 

the hous e .  1 
(You mean the ends o f  the "V" ? )  
Kinda "X" yeah . [ Informant is ac tually talking about a "Y" , my "V" having 

caus ed the confus ion . ] Dere ' s  one , dere ' s  one , an ' here ' s  one ovah dere , s ee . 
Well [ that last one , the s t em  o f  the "Y" ] dat ' s  nex ' tuh de s t eps . Oat ' s  de way .  

(Then what happens ? )  
Den yo ' j es '  walks on , goes on ' way from dat backwards an ' nevah looks back 

at dem [ after onc e turning round ] . An ' dat ' s  all dat ah know Q f  tuh be done . 
Dat de way dey tell me . 

(What will that do ? )  
Well , dat make yo ' move or git 

two persons inside the hous e walk 
where they separate , one go ing to 
Ala . , ( 7 00) , 9 4 9 : 1 . ] 

chew sep ' rated o f  whatsomevah it  is fo ' .  [ The 
out on a s ingle road , soon come to the "Y" fo rk 
the right , the other to the left . [Mobile , 

97 29 .  I ' ll tell you thi s much .  Just like I 
a sweethe�t-man , and I wants my sweetheaPt-man 

PUT 3 NAILS IN COFFEEPOT - FIRST CUP FOR WIFE 
S ECOND FOR HUSBAND - THIRD FOR SWEETHEART-�N 
AFTER DRINKS REMOVE NAILS FROM POT - WITH THEM 
MAKE TRIANGLE IN WALL - US E WOMAN ' S NAIL F IRST 
HUSBAND ' S S ECOND - SWEETHEART ' S  THIRD - PEACE 

say I have a husband and I have 
and my husband to live like - you 

know what I mean - like friends . 
I ' ll heat some water to make 
cof fee and I ' ll put three nails 
in that aook-kettZe or po t , 
what ever I heat the water in . 
I ' ll make that coffee . I ' ll 
get the first cup of co f fee 

myself out of that . I ' ll g ive my husband the next cup and my sweethe�t-man the 
next cup . After we drink off  o f  that co ffee , now I ' ll take the three nails out 
of that aook kettle . All right , I ' m first . [D emonstrates . ]  I ' ll put one nail 
there [ for me ] , my husband here - here ' s  me right there - and my sweethear t [ man ]  
laying right here . 

(You put tho se nails in the shape o f  a triangle? ) 
Yes . Well , but I ' m  first  [ demonstrates ] ,  my husband [ I  interrup t before 

sweetheart ] . 
(Your husband is  to your right and the other man i s  to the left in that tri-
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angle . ) 
In that way we ' ll never fus s . He could come and ketch me in the b ed with the 

�jeetheaPt-man but he won ' t have nothing to say .  He can ' t  even fight with me . 
Him and that man will never fall out . They ' ll always b e  friends together . 

(Where do you put those nails ? )  
In the wall . But I ' m here - I ' m f irst , and my husband is next , and this man 

is here , see . See I ' m  the boss of all both of them. [New Or leans , La . , (855) , 

3 RUSTY NAILS - IN BOTTLE OF URINE - 9 MORNINGS 
TURNS SPELL BACK ON PERSON TRYING TO HURT YOU 
THEN EMPTY BOTTLE - THROW IT INTO RUNNING WATER 

135 1 : 8 . 1 
9 7 30 .  Lak somebody have did 
somep in tuh someone an ' dey 
want ed tuh change it onto dem 
turn it back ontuh dem.  Dey 

kin take three nails , rus ty nail , an ' put in dat bot tle a ahambah lye . An ' let 
it set dere fo ' nine mawnin ' s  an ' den take an ' throw it intuh runnin ' watah . 

(This will turn the spell back on the person that put i t  on them? ) 
Yes s ir . 
(Whose ahambeP lye do you use? ) 
Yo ' kin use yore ahambah lye . See , if yo ' wanted tuh take it o f f  yoreself , 

use yores . 
(That i s  if you tPiaked me , I would us e my own ahambeP lye ? )  
Yes sir . [ InformQnt would not throw his own s topped-up urine into running 

water , he throws emp t ied bottle . ] [Waycross , Ga . , ( 1084) , 17 53 : 3 . ] 

3 NAILS - NAME - DRIVE INTO TREE - FITS AND DEATH 
97 31 .  Dey tell me if yo ' bo ' 
a hole in a tree an ' take , ah 
think three nails , an ' drive 

in dere an ' name ' em. An ' yo ' drive ' em in dere . 
per son tuh git fits  an ' die from ' em . 

Dey tell me dat will cuz a 

(How many nails do they put in that hole? ) 
Dey put three . [Wilson , N .  Car . , (1499) , 2667 : 15 . ] 
9 7 3 2 .  I f  yo ' want tuh kill a woman or a woman wants  tuh kill yuh , she could 

take s ix rus ty nails an ' git a p iece of yor e undahclothe s , an ' [ or ]  ole stockin ' . 

A DOUBLE 3 RITE OR TRIPLE 3 RITE : 
6 RUSTY NAILS - UNDERCLOTHES OR OLD STOCKING 
SCREW UP IN QUART JAR - LEAVE 3 HOLES IN LID 
SO THAT A LITTLE SAND CAN DROP IN WHEN BURIED 
UNDER. DOORSTEP - AS YOU WALK IN AND OUT DOOR 
AJID SAND DROPS - YOU GET SICK - JES ' KILL YUH 

Takes it an ' drop it intuh a 
quart j ah an ' screw de top on 
it . An '  lef t about three ho les 
in i t , wher e j es '  a l i ' l '  sand 
kin drop in dere . An '  bury i t  
undah yore s t ep s , i f  yo ' aren ' t 
scared . An '  den yo ' walk in an ' 
out an ' back an ' fo ' wards [ over 

i t ] . Jes ' as de sand drop in dere , yo ' [ inside the quart j ar ]  gits s ick . Well , 
yo ' git tuh de p lay [ place]  yo ' won ' be no mo ' good tuh yuhself or nobody else .  
An '  de mo ' sand drop i n  dere de mo ' closah yo ' gits tuh yuh grave . Jes ' kill 
yuh, yo ' know . [ Sumt er , S .  Car . , ( 1 36 7 ) ,  2419 : 6 . ] 

(d) • FOUR NAIL S 

9 7 3 3 . [ This is a doub le-four rite , actually eight nails . ]  
Take a penny nail an ' go tuh a tree an ' nail yo ' fo ' dis way [ demonstrates ] .  

Git chew fo ' nails , de ten-penny nails , an '  git on de sunr ise side an ' put chew 
fo ' of  ' em d i s  way [ demons trates ] .  

(In  a row that way . ) 



383 6 - Memo irs o f  Alma Egan Hyatt  Foundat ion -

Yes , dat ' s  r ight . An ' fa ' d i s-a-way tuh de sundown . Come roun ' dis side 
an ' put de othah for dis way , an ' yo ' s  all right . Nobody c an ' t harm yuh . 

4 NAILS IN HORIZONTAL ROW ON SUNRI SE SIDE OF TREE 
4 SIMILARLY ON SUNDOWN SIDE - TO GIVE PROTECTION 

round to the sundown s ide and put four hori zontal 
for? ) 

(You go to the sunrise s ide 
of the tree and you put four 
nails like that horizontal , 
r ight in a row . Then you go 

in a row . What do you do that 

Yo ' do dat tuh keep anybody from worryin ' yuh . [ Florenc e ,  S .  Car . , ( 1 3 31) , 
2 2 9 2 : 1 . ] 

9 7 3 4 . I f  yo ' want ' em t uh go , yo ' g i t  chew f a ' nails . [ Informant mus t  have 
demonstrated s i z e . ] 

(Long nails • ) 
Yeah . Put one dere an '  one heah an ' one heah . [Do thi s ]  in de yard . [ Fourth 

nail mus t  have been shown in demonst rat ion . ]  
(You put three in one line and one b ehind it , making a triangle . )  [ How my 4 

nails  make a t riangle I do not know ! ]  tt No , yo ' f ix i t  lak d i s . Cro s s  it [demonst rates ] :  one tuh de foot [ b e-
low] one tuh de haid [ above ] , an ' one on each s ide . 

4 SPIKES - 2 HORIZONTAL CROS SING 2 VERTICAL 
MAKING 4 CROSSES - IN YARD - YOU SOON LEAVE 

(A cro s s . [Ac tually 4 crosses ! ]  
You put those in the yard? ) 
Right in de yard . An ' dey sho ' 
can ' t s t ay dere . 
(And you use those large nail s , 
you say? ) 

Yes suh ,  dem spike nail s . 
9 7 35 . [ S imilar to the 
(The wire nail s ? ) 

[ Sumt er , S .  Car . , (137 0) , 2 4 29 : 3 . ] 
prec ed ing rite  we have the following one : ] 

Ah undahs t an ' ,  whut chew build wit . 
folks , an ' throw [ salt ] den ,  a f t ah yo ' s  

Yo ' take dose an ' yo ' cro s s  ' em aftah 
t i ' ed [ t ired ] of ' em.  Yo ' know , dey 

TO BE RID OF UNWANTED VI S ITOR - CROSS AFTER HIM 
AT DOOR 4 NAILS IN 2 PAI RS - [SEE RITE 9 7 34 ]  
SWEEP OUT OVER NAILS 9 MORNINGS - PRETEND ANGER 

comin ' in yore house .  Yo ' 
kin cro s s  ' em  at chure do ' 
fa ' nine mawnin ' s , an ' a f t ah 
dey done been in dere , yo ' kin 
sweep out fa ' nine mawnin ' s  in 

behin ' dem ,  if yo ' wanta keep ' em out . Sweep out fa ' nine mawnin ' s  ac ros s  dem 
nails down dere lak yo ' wuz mad at ' em [ the nails ] .  Af t ah yo ' done swept , den 
make a wi sh dat dey will stay away : "Ah don ' want chew in mah house . " An ' f in ' ly 
dey will quit comin ' dere . 

(You cro s s  four nails , you cro s s  them as two s , l ike you are making a picture 
frame . And you put them down before you sweep out ? ) 

[ P ICTURE FRAME HERE SHOWS THAT I GRASPED THI S RITE AT ONCE THOUGH THI S AND 
PRECEDING RITE , N0 . 9 7 34 ,  WERE SEPARATED BY TIME AND DI STANC E . ] 

No suh , a f t ah yo ' sweep out . 
(You sweep out for nine mornings . Then you put these nails down? ) 
Yo ' put dem nails down fa ' nine mawnin ' s .  
(You don ' t put the nails down for nine mornings , you only put t hem down for 

one morning , don ' t you? ) 
Dey said put ' em down nine mawnin ' s ,  dose nails , a f t ah yo ' done swept out . 

Yo ' put s ' em down nine mawnin ' s  aftah yo ' done swept . Yo ' sweep fa ' nine mawn
in ' s .  

(You sweep one morning , then what do you do the next morning? Do you sweep 
again? ) 
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Sweep ag ' in . 
(When do you put the nails down , each t ime you sweep ? )  
Each t ime lak yo ' sweep . 
(That means four nails each morning • 

.ornings ? That i s  36 nails al toge ther ? ) 
Yo ' put dem s ame nails back down . 
(You only use f our nail s al t o gether ? ) 

Yessuh ,  j es '  only do s e  fo ' . 
(You take them up a f t erward s ? ) 

That ' s  four nail s each o f  the nine 

Af tah do s e  nine mawnin ' s  yo ' take d em up . [To summarize this r it e : the first 
.orning you arrange 4 nails int o a picture frame design on the floor at the door . 
Over them you sweep unwant ed vi sitors foot tracks or print s . Take up the nails . 
Repeat thi s r i t e  9 succe s s ive mo rnings . [ Memphi s ,  T enn . , ( 15 2 3 ) , 2 7 1 7 : 6 . ] 

97 3 6 . Take new t enp enny nai ls an ' nail i t  up here [ demons trates b y  p o inting ] 
�n each c o rner o f  the hous e  [ inside the hous e ] , or either on the out side in each 

4 TENPENNY NAILS AT 4 CORNERS OF HOUS E - MOVES 
c o rner o f  the hous e .  An ' the 
next morning they ' ll be out that 
hous e .  [Her e  we have a s impli

f icat ion o f  the preceding picture- frame rites , signi fying the "4 corner s o f  the 
world" with a cro s s  in each c orner . ]  [ Wilmingt on , N. C ar . , ( 3 3 2 ) , 2 7 1 : 7+8 5 . ] 

9 7 3 7 . Yo ' kin take fo ' t en
4 TENPENNY NAILS - ONE IN EACH CORNER O F  HOUSE 

2 TO BACK AND 2 TO FRONT - KEEP S LAW AWAY 
penny nails an ' j es '  dr ive one 
at each cornah o f  de house , b ack 
an ' front , an ' dere won ' t no law 

ca.e dere . Dat ' s  exp erienc e . 
of preceding rites , 4 cro s s es 
(1543 ) , 2 7 9 4 : 11 . ] 

9 7 3 8 . They c an t ake f our 
�f yo ' got a f ield out there 

[ This d iagram D is a styl ized s impli fication 
in the corner s o f  a squar e .  [ Memphi s ,  T enn . , 

new nails , t enp enny nail s , and they can bring ' em 
or some thing or garden , they c an br ing ' em an ' cro s s  

f our o f  ' em in t h e  f our c o r 
4 HEW NAILS C ROSSED I N  EACH 4 CORNERS O F  PROPERTY 

TH I S  I S  A 16 NAILS RITE TO MOVE PEOPLE 
ner s of that place you go t ,  
and you got t o  move . Yo ' 
can ' t s t ay there , yo ' go t t o  

so, i f  they cro s s  four o f  tho s e  nails in each c orner . But yo ' go ing to make s ix
teen nails in them f our c orner s . Yo ' go t to move when them s ixt een nail s are 
cross ed . Yo ' c an ' t s t ay there , regardless of how it i s . 

(Wher e do they put them? ) 
Put ' em in each c orner in the four corner s of that place what ever yo ' got . 
(That proper ty? ) 

Yes , that prop ert y . [Her e  we have either the c omplete p icture frame in each 
of the 4 c o rner s o f  the proper t y , or el s e  in each c o rner 2 nail s c ro s s  each o ther 
.aking 2 s ep arate cro sses - a doub learvss ! ]  [New Orl eans , La . , ( 8 37 ) , 1 25 9 : 2 . ] 

(e) . SEVEN NAILS 

9 7 3 9 . On dat person ' s  premises , if d ey dr ive t enp enny nails intuh a tree 
on dat per s on ' s  premises - why yo ' ll change dere luck . Dey j es '  lak a f ellah 

7 TENPENNY NAILS INTO T REE ON PROPERTY 
GIVES RENT ER OR OWNER BACK LUCK 

dat won ' t have good luck . 
( Just one nail ? ) 
No , s even t enp enny nails . [ Sumt er , 
s .  C ar . , ( 1 3 7 4 ) , 24 3 6 : 13 . ] 
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(f ) . NINE NAIL S 

9 7 4 0 . (What ar e you going to do wi th those nails ? )  
Conkah any thing yo ' wanta conkah . I t ' s  nine nails . 

[ d emons trat e s ] . 
Yo ' put three heah 

(Three right over your navel . )  
Right ovah mah navel , an ' yo ' got thr e e  

ain ' t i t ?  P u t  on e heah , one d ere . Make a 

9 NAIL S : 3 IN NATION SACK OVER NAVEL 
3 ON BACK - 1 ON EACH HIP - 1 IN LEFT SHOE 

MAKE A WI SH IN THE NAME OF GOD 

in d e  b ack , ain ' t  chew? Dat ' s  s ix , 
sack , yo ' know , j es '  lak a na tion 

saak . But yo ' kin f ix i t  up round , 
yo ' know , good aroun ' yor e wai s t . 
One on each hip . But yo ' got thr e e  
ri ght chere an ' thr e e  right i n  d e  
sp ine o f  yor e back . Dat ' s  s ix , 

ain ' t  i t ?  D i s  is s even an ' dat ' s  eight . Now , put one in dat l e f t  shoe . [ For 
nation saak , see int ervi ew THE "NATION SACK" WOMAN , pp . l4 4 9 - 14 5 9 , val . 2 ,  who 
d e scrib es thi s ar t icle . ]  

(What wi ll that do for you? ) 
Conkah whut ah tole yo ' .  Conkah de d evil or any way yo ' want i t . But yo ' 

gotta make a wi sh In de Name of God. Yo ' go t t a  d o  all d i s  In de Name of God 
an ' have faith in i t . [ Memphi s , T enn . , (15 5 8 ) , 283 2 : 7 . ] 

9 7 4 1 . Says yo ' take nine nails an ' carry ' em tuh a graveyard . An ' i f  a per
son real mad wi t chew , take nine nails an ' carry ' em tuh a g raveyard , an ' leave 

9 NAILS - TO GRAVE - LEAVE PENNY - TIE DIRT IN RAG 
PUT UNDER NAIL AT FIREPLACE OF PERSON �D WIT CHEW 

a penny down dere , an '  take 
some dat dirt . An ' t i e  it 
in a rag an ' carry it an ' 
put it undah dat nail a t  

' er fiahplac e .  An ' d a t  p er s on d a t  mad wit chew , 
down . D e  woman or man dey come dat same night . 

(You b ury those nine nails in the graveyard ? )  

dey come dere whah [ wher e ]  dat 

Yo ' b ury d em down dere an ' yo ' br ing d e  dirt . [ That nai l  at the fireplac e 
is a peg upon which she c an hang various ar t icles . Having paid a p enny f or the 
graveyard dirt I see no reason f or leaving the 9 nails there . Sur ely b o t h  grave
yard dirt and 9 nails wer e bur i ed at the f ireplace . ]  [ Wilson , N .  Car . , ( 1 5 04) , 
2 6 71 : 1 8 . ] 

9 7 4 2 . Yo ' take nine wir e  nails - dey call 
d em nails an ' yo ' put f ive a t  d e  front . Nai l  

9 NAIL S : 5 A T  FRONT DOOR - 4 A T  FIREPLACE 
INCANTATION : AH WANA STAY ETC. - CALMS RENTMAN 

' em t enpenny nails - an ' yo ' take 
f ive down right in d e  c entah of de 

front do ' .  An ' yo ' take de 
othah f a ' an ' yo ' nail ' em 
ri ght down in de fiahplac e -
ri ght down in de f iahplace . 

An ' yo ' say , " Well , ah wan ' a  s t ay heah an ' ah don ' wanta leave - long a s  ah 
wan ' a . "  An ' evaht ime d e  rentman c ome in he say , "Yo ' got anythin ' ? " 

"No , ah ain ' t got nuthin tuhday . "  
An ' he go on by . He nevah t ell yo ' tuh move out de house - no t argin ' [ argu

ing ] ' bout i t . Yo ' s tay dere t ill yo ' g i t  ready tuh go . S e e , dat ' s  nai Zin ' yo ' 
doum .  [ Sumter , S .  Car . , ( 1 3 6 8 ) , 2424 : 2 . ] 

9 7 4 3 . To keep all cr editors [ b ill collector s ] away and law [ po lic e ] , take 9 
nails and make letter "T" [ a  f orm o f  the cros s , the tau cros s ]  in doorsill , then 
come back in sweeping salt - in the f irst one [ customer ] comes . [ But ] put a 
nail in sill [ e tc . ] unt il all 9 nails in door [ s ill ] . Also [ good f or ]  rent man . 
[ The head s o f  these nails ar e seen as they appear in the • • • • •  illus tra t i on . ] 
[ Memphi s ,  T enn . , ( 9 6 5 ) , 1 5 5 9 : 2 . ] : 
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9 7 4 4 . Use nine nails , nailing six the s traight way and three the cros sway 
[.aking the form of a cros s ]  up overhead or either where the par ty have to pass 

at . And that ' s  arossing of the 
hous e .  Ye s , s ir . I f  they [ know] 

9 HAILS : NAIL 6 STRAIGHTWAY - 3 CRO S SWAY 
WHERE VIC T IM WILL WALK UND ER OR OVER THEM 
THAT ' S  CROSSING THE HOUS E - TO UNCROSS 
REMOVE NAILS - KEEP IN HOUS E  OVERN I GHT 
THROW OUT BEFORE SUNRI S E  - SALTP ETER WASH 

exactly i t ' s  arossed : again , r emoving 
the nails , keep ing them in the hous e 
overnight , throwing them out b efore 
the sunrise , and wa shing the hous e 
out with saltp eter , i t ' s  [ the aross 
i s ] done away with . 
(That r emoves thi s aross I put o n  
the landlor d? ) 
Ye s s ir , ab s olutely . [ The 6 nails , 

grouped int o three s e t s  are dr iven into the floor a s  fol lows : TT TT Tr. Then 
3 nails are dr iven acr o s s  the s e t s  like thi s : � iFf if.r. We now have 6 X '  s or 
aoubleaTosses . ]  [ New Orleans , La . , ( 8 7 9 ) , 144 5 : 4 . ] 

9 7 4 5 . Say you c ould na il n ine nails in de floor o f  somebody ' s  home and keep 
them down all the t ime - I ' ve heard that . 

(Wher e would they nail tho s e? ) 
Where do they nail them? 

9 HAILS INTO S OMEONE '  S FLOOR TO KEEP DOWN (Ye s . )  
Under the bed that they sleep in or 
s omewher e near where they b e  all t he 

t iae ;  or around t he s t ove or the tab l e , whe r e  they ' d  have t o ,  you know , o f t en 
pass over . [ Mob ile , Ala . , ( 7 0 7 ) , 9 71 : 1 2 . ] 

9 74 6 .  You take nine nails and nail each one o f  ' em a t  nine o ' clock every 
worning for nine mornings j i s '  acr ost de door . On de fir st morning de f i r s t  

n a i l  i s  dr iven int o t h e  wood a t  
9 NAILS - FOR 9 DAYS - AT 9 O ' CLOCK - AT DOOR 
FIRST MORN ING - NAIL NEAR OUT ER EDGE OF STEP 
EACH DAY DRAW CLO SER TO HOUS E  - INTO HOUS E  
OK 9TH MORN ING - MAN BEING NAILED WILL COME 

the edge o f  the fr ont s t ep ;  o n  
t h e  second morning t he second 
nai l  is dr iven near er the hous e ;  
et c . , unt i l  the nails form a 
s traight line fr om the edge o f  

�he s tep s acr o s s  t he door s t ep s  int o the hous e .  An '  the ninth morning he ' s  c omin ' 
hack . [ This i s  my original trans crip t ion mad e in 1 9 3 7  a short t ime after the 
record ing . The voice came thr ough b adly but everything has b een recovered and 
reproduced here . ]  [Wilmingt on ,  N .  Car . , ( 3 0 8 ) , 2 3 3 : 4+8 5 . ] 

9747 . Kin do dat ea sy . J i s ' lak now i f  yo ' s ellin ' a lil ' dr inks , now . 
Yo ' ll  git nine nails an ' y o ' bury dem nails s ix days . Yo ' bury d em nails . 

IDlY 9 NAILS 6 DAYS AT FOOT OF STEP S  - THEN 
DRIVE INTO EDGE OF STEP S  TO KEEP LAW AWAY 

(Where do you bury them? ) 
Right tuh de foot o f  yuh s t ep s . 
Den af tah dat yo ' d r ive one heah , 
drive one d er e ,  an ' dr ive one der e ,  

aa '  drive one der e ,  drive one dere , an ' 
(Drive them r ight ar ound the s t ep s . )  

Yes , r ight ar ound de s t ep s . 

yo ' drive one heah [ et c . ] .  Nine t ime . 

(Down in the gr ound or int o t he s t ep s ? )  
Bo ,  r i ght on de edge of de s t ep s . Yo ' dr ive nine nails an ' yo ' l l have d e  

Wbiskey in dis house . An '  he ' l l c ome i n  heah an ' he ain ' t go i n '  intuh d a t  r o om 
vbere d e  whiskey is atall . He c ome in anothah r o om an ' look aro un ' an ' say , 
•Av , der e ain ' t nut hin heah , "  an '  he go on . [ Char le s t on ,  S .  Car . , (? ) , 6 03 : 2 . ] 

9748 . Ah ' ve hear ' d  o f  us in ' b ran ' -new wir e nai ls , if a pus son s tayed clo s e  
tDh yo '  an ' yo ' didn ' t want ' em tuh live dere . Yo ' d  take nine new nails an ' 
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DRIVE DOWN 9 NEW NAIL S BETWEEN YOUR HOUSE 
AND THE IRS TO MOVE THEM IN 9 DAYS 

drive ' em down b e tween yuh house an ' 

dey hous e , an ' in nine days dey ' ll 
move . Ah ' ve hear ' d o f  dat , [ Way
c r o s s , Ga . , (1133) , 1 8 39 : 6 . ] 
9 7 4 9 . Jes ' lak if yo ' an ' a person 
have a b ig d i spute or s omep in o f  de 

kind , den yo ' take nine nails , nine b ran ' -new nails . An ' take yo ' s ome sulphuh 
an ' take dem nine nails an ' 

DRIVE 9 NEW NAIL S THROUGH TIN-CAN TOP OVER SULPHUR 
TO TIE DOWN MIND OF ENEMY PLANNING AGAINST YOU 
TAL K TO IT : AH DON 'T  WAN ' CHEW TUH BRING SUIT, • , 
AH 'M TALKIN ' TUH YUHJ JOHNJ AN ' CALLIN ' YORE NAME 

a p iece o f  t in .  Yo ' know , 
a top [ l id o f  t in can ] an ' 

nail i t  d own lak dat , Nail 
it through dat top an ' put 
dat sulphuh undah i t , undah 

de top . S ee [ d emonstrates ] ,  turn de top down , see , an ' yo ' take nine nails an ' 

nail ' em roun ' [ t hrough the lid ] lak dat , An ' if he ' s plannin ' tuh do anythin ' , 
take a suit ag ' ins t yo ' or anythin ' o f  d e  kind , use dem nine nail s . Den yo ' tie 
his mind down. Yo ' t ie his mind down dat he can ' t do whut he intend tuh do . 
Can ' t do i t . 

(You j us t  s imp ly put the sulphur out there , and t urn t ha t  t in top [ or lid ] 
down over i t , and drive nine nails into i t . )  

Nine nails . An ' talk t o  i t  j es ' lak ah ' m talkin ' tuh yo ' , j e s ' what yo ' want 
tuh b e  done . 

(What would you say? ) 
Jes ' lak d i s : "Ah don ' wan ' chew tuh b r ing suit ag ' ins t me . Yo ' mus t  be mah 

fren ' , no t a enemy . Yo ' gotta b e  mah fren ' . "  Yo ' see , yo ' nail dem nails d own 
an ' yo ' talk tuh i t , j e s ' lak yo ' call ' is name : " John ,  yo ' mus t be mah fren ' 

an ' no t a enemy tuh me . Yo ' mus t b e  mah fren ' . "  An ' j es ' nail yore nail s  right 
on down . "Ah ' m talkin ' tuh yo ' , John , an ' callin ' yore name . D i s  is Carrie Han ' 

[Hand ] talkin ' tuh yo ' . An '  yo ' mus t  b e  mah fren , not mah enemy . "  An ' j es ' nail 
dem nails down lak dat . 

(Where d o  you nail the nails down? ) 
Yo ' kin nail ' em down j es ' anywhere in yore hous e , yo ' undahs tan ' . [ Sumt er , 

S .  Car . , ( 1 3 5 1 )  , 2344 : 6 .  ] 
9 7 5 0 . Peoples b ury ' em , b ury nails , b ig nails , a t  a cer tain d i s tance , yo ' 

know . Nine nail s . An ' dat will keep d e  law away . 
(Where do they b ury these 

9 BIG NAIL S BURI ED AT FRONT DOOR KEEP S LAW AWAY nails ? )  
In de ground roun ' d e  entrance , 

roun ' de front yard where dey ' sposed tuh c ome in . Nine nails , j e s ' de p ' int 
down . [ Wilson , N .  C ar . , 
(14 54) . 2 6 43 : 6 . ] 

9 DAYS TO CRO S S  9 NAIL S DRIVEN INTO STEPS - MOVES 9 7 51 . Take nine nails an ' 

acro s s  d o s e  nails comin ' in dere , f o ' eight 
knows , dey ' s mavin . [ 8  days meaningle ss ! ] 

drive d em in de s teps , d e  
do ' s t ep s , an ' de per son walks 

or nine days , an ' de f ir s t  thing yo ' 

(That will move them , driving these nine nails down a t  the d oors t ep ? ) 
Yes suh . [ Wilson , N .  Car . , ( 1 4 9 ? ) ,  2 6 6 4 : 9 . ] 
9 7 5 2 . Say , i f  anyb ody wuz huPt chew or git chure min ' confus in ' , an ' make yo ' 

don ' t know whut chew wanta do half d e  t ime , dey c ould take a oak stick an ' put 

9 NEW 9-P ENNY NAIL S IN OAK STICK WITH 9 NOTCHES 
P UT AT YOUR DOOR - HURTS YOU - CANNOT STAY THERE 

nine no tches an ' ninepenny 
nail an ' put it at chure s tep . 
Use new nail . Yes suh , say 
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da� ' ll shur e huPt chew . 
(How would they put the nails in , in the s t ick? ) 

No suh , na il i t  down r oun ' dat s t ic k .  Jes ' lak if yo ' put 
nail ' em all roun ' dat s t ic k .  Say yo ' couldn ' t  s tay tuh yore 

i t  in de centah , 
own house in no 

peac e . [ S umt er , S .  Car . , (13 5 5 ) , 23 7 5 : 1 . ] 
9 7 5 3 . Take nine bran ' -new wire na ils an ' 

de front o f  de hous e ,  r ight in de walk wher e 
drive ' em r ight in de path r ight in 
yo ' go out ; [ also ] nine needles an ' 

9 NAILS - 9 NEEDLES - 9 P INS - ALL NEW 
DJUVE INTO PATH IN FRONT O F  HOUSE - HEAD S EAST 

THI S  MAKE S PERSON IN HOUSE MOVE 

nine p ins . An ' t urn ' em towar d s  
de ea s t . Dat ' ll make yo ' go . 
(Now [ I  demons trat e ]  this i s  the 
path . You dr ive the nine na ils 

DiDe p ins . How do you mean you turn them 
down t her e ,  nine need les and 

toward t he ea s t ? ) 
Yo ' turn de haid toward de east . 
(You dr ive them in on a slant then? That will make you move out of the house .) 

Yes suh . [Wilson , N .  Car . , ( 1 5 1 3 ) , 2 6 7 9 : 5 . ] 
9 7 54 . A man an ' a woman had a fus s an ' go t mad . 

fuss , an ' fus s an ' fus s .  An '  dey come say whut dey 

9 BAIL S - 9 NEEDLE S - 9 P INS - IN RED FLANNEL BAG 
OlDER DOORSTEP - LET STAY THERE 9 MORNINGS - VICTIM 
MERELY PAS SES FIXED DOORSTEP - GOE S HOME - UNABLE 
ID WALK - CALL S DOCTOR - COULD NOT HELP - SHE DIED 

stood i t . She says , "Well , i t ' s  a two-hand ed game . 
� is fo ' her . So now de f i r s t  one git s de mo s ' of .town .  I I  

An ' dey ' d  fuss an ' dey ' d  
goin ' do . He say , "Yes , ah 

will take somep in an ' ah ' ll 
put it round mah do ' s t ep , 
gue s s  she ' ll be hoppin ' .  
Okay . S o , af tah he [ he now 
changed to she ] put i t  down, 
she got onto i t  - undah-

I t ' s  j es '  as much fo ' me as 
i t , be de f i r s t  one tuh go 

So she goes an ' she gits nine na ils an ' nine need les an ' nine p ins , an ' she 
pa� it in a red flannel rag , an ' she put it undah de do ' s t ep an ' let it s tay 
dere nine mawnin ' s .  An ' de nine mawnin ' s ,  d i s  woman she passed by d i s  hous e  an ' 
abe goes - j e s ' lak ah wuz walkin ' ' long de street chew know , j e s ' lak ah wuz 
aoin ' af tah somp in ,  she passed r i ght on by . So she goe s  o f f  where she wuz goin ' 
an' she turned o f f  an ' come back an ' she went on home . So she laid down f o ' a 
spell fo ' a res t . When she went tuh g i t  up , she couldn ' t  g i t  up . That wuz the 
las� o f  dat . So dat stayed dat way fo ' awhi le . 

So she commence tuh study her self an ' she says , "Ah think 
�in tuh me . "  Says , "Ah feel very p ecul iah an ' don ' t feel 
lak dis . Ah ain ' t hur t nowher e ,  ah j e s '  can ' t use dis laig . 
l&i.g. " Says , "Ah believe ah ' ll be smar t if ah go somep lac e . "  

some one musta done 
lak ah should feel 

J es ' weak in dis 

So she go es somewhere to try tuh git relief . S o  she went [ t o a hoodoo doctor 
wbo �old her wha t had hap pened , the subs tanc e  of this present r i t e ] . S o  de man 
jes ' , he j es '  kep t r ight on t ellin ' stories , kep t r ight on t ellin ' stories . He 
caaldn ' t  do nuthin fo ' ' er .  Finally she d ied . [ Fayet t eville , N .  Car . , (1440) , 
2.522 : 3 . ] 

97 5 5 . T hey kin git 9 t enp enny nails an ' 
3 days an ' go on the nor th turn [ see later ] 

t hey ur inate on ' em . Let ' em  stand 
an ' throw i t  und er the house an ' 

9 1ERPENNY NAILS - URINATE ON - LET STAND 3 DAY S 
BmW UNDER NORTH S IDE O F  HOUSE TO MOVE PERSON 

you ' ll move . [ This i s  my 
penc iled transcr ipt ion o f  the 
original made a f ew year s 
after the recording . In that 

�eding bracket were the wor d s  end over side , ind icat ing I knew �his pr epara
t�DD was thrown und er the north side of the house ; yet a penc il line at the bot
� o f  the page add s  sounds like "tum . " My p enc i l  also ad d ed the wor d s  profes-
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siona Z and e�e Z Zent , reminding me that her cylinders had been missed by my 
transcriber and later shaved ! This also happened to  another unique woman a t  
Memphis and a remarkable man i n  Jacksonvill e ,  Fla . ] [Memphi s ,  Tenn . , ( 9 6 7 ) , 
1 5 6 2 : 3 . ] 

97 5 6 .  [ Here in italics  is my no tat ion about a rite my transcrib er forgo t to  
transcr ibe : 9 new nai Zs evil wi sher drives in youP home whePe you wa Zk oveP or 

ENTER ENEMY ' S  HOUS E - TURN ROUND FACING DOOR 
DRIVE INTO FLOOR 9 NEW NAILS IN LINE TO DOOR 
LAST 3 NAILS PUT TOGETHER - RUNS P ERSON AWAY 

at dooPstep . Go inside and tuPn 
aPound and drive 'em into floor 
going out as you leave the house . 
Run 'em out . Nai Zs go out in a 
Pow� but the Zast 3 togetheP . I 

suggest that the last 
a triangle , represent 
1 5 5 3 : 6 . ] 

three nails grouped closely together , the nailheads forming 
the 3 HOLY NAMES. Memphi s , Tenn . , ( 9 6 2 ,  informant good ) , 

9 7 5 7 . Now, if you got a place where the business is good . Suppo se you got 
a place , the other fellow got a place , and he is do ing better business and you 

want to knock his business . 
9 NAILS REPRES ENT 9TH HOUR JESUS HUNG ON CROSS 
TO RUIN COMPETITOR ' S  BUSINESS - DRIVE 9 NAILS 
INTO CENTER OF HI S DOOR - AT TOP OR ON BOTTOM 

Nine pennynails ,  that repre
sents the nine hours Christ 
hung on the cross , nail in the 
nails in the center of the door 

overhead or under [nails are above or under door ] . I guarantee that when two 
people come in ther e ,  three will go out . 

Nine pennynails [ any size but not too large] : altogether six thi s way and 
three across , making a wi sh while you are driving in the nails .  They represent 
the ninth hour that Christ hang from the 6th t o  9th hour on the cross . [ New 

INTO ROAD DEPARTING PERSON TOOK - DRIVE 9 NAILS 
COUNT THEM 9 MORNINGS - PERSON RETURNS 9TH MORNING 

Orleans , La . , ( 8 1 6 ) , 1156 : 5. ]  
9758 . Dey tell me yo ' kin 
take nine nails an ' dr ive 
down in de road which way 

dey went , an ' count 
me dey ' ll return . 

d e  nails fo ' nine mawnin ' s ,  an ' de ninth mawnin ' dey tell 

(That ' s  to bring a person back . [Waycross , Ga . , (1145) , 18 6 9 : 2 . ]  
97 5 9 .  You kin take these nails , tenp enny nails ,  and you kin drive ' em in the 

ground where some person that you doesn ' t l ike or want to move them, you move 

9 NAILS BURIED POINTS UP WISHING AT DOOR - MOVES 
DRIVEN DOWN INTO DOORSTEP OR GROUND - CONTROLS 

them with nail s . And when you 
drive ' em in the ground and 
make your wish , you drive ' em 
head down an ' p ' int up . Or 

you kin drive ' em at your doorstep and naiZ them down under your control . You 
use nine nails . [Elizab eth C i ty , N .  Car . , (438) , 5 5 9 : 1 . ] 

9 7 6 0 .  A man was likin ' a woman . He get  t o  like another woman , yo ' know, 
an ' doesn ' t come to her no more . S he ' d  get nine new nails an ' drive ' em down 

SHE DRIVES 9 NAILS INTO GROUND AT HER DOOR 
NEXT MORNING POURS SOME OF HER URINE ON 
AFTER MAN CROSSES IT THEY GET ALONG TOGETHER 

in de ground at her door , j ust 
enough to  cover their heads up , 
and then the next morning she 
would take some of her water from 
de chamber and throw that on it . 

See . Then when he comes back in over that , over them nails and that ahambeP Zye , 
then he ' ll get on wi th her . 

(He gives the other woman up . I see . ) [Petersburg , Va . , ( 44 5 ) , 4 21 : 3+8 5 . ] 
976 1 .  You take nails and drive them in the ceil ing o f  your house and that ' ll 

bring your wi fe back home . On the ceiling o f  your house ,  eightpenny nails . 
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INTO CEILING OF HOUS E DRIVE 9 EIGHTPENNY NAILS 
LEAVE 9 DAYS - WIFE WILL RETURN - PULL OUT NAILS 

(What kind of nails? ) 
Eightpenny nails . 
(Nine? ) 
Yes , s ir ,  nine nails . 

them there and let them stay nine days . 
home . But you let them s tay and she ' ll 

(Where do you drive tho se  nails? ) 

And pull them out after she come 
come back to you in nine days . 

Put 
back 

Right on the ceiling of your hous e ,  all the way around in the ceiling . [Mem
phis , Tenn . , (97 6) , 1581 : 4 . ] 

9 7 6 2 .  Yo ' take nine nails an ' drive ' em  into a pine tree o n  d e  sunrise side 
an ' make yore wish , In de Name of de Fathah, de Son an ' Ho ly Ghost . An ' yo ' kill 

DRIVE 9 NAILS INTO PINE TREE ON SUNRISE SIDE 
IN THE J HIGHEST NAMES - KILL S PERSON INTEND ED 

a person dataway . 
(And you wish to kill that per
son when you are dr iving tho se  
nails in  the tree? ) 

Yes s ir .  [ Florence , S .  Car . , (1314 ) , 2 2 3 9 : 3 . ] 
97 6 3 .  Yo ' could nai l a person down. Dey say yo ' take nails , tenpenny nails , 

an ' yo ' could put dat na il a certain place in yor e yard , or anywhere else . An ' 

9 MORNINGS HIT NAIL ONE BLOW - TELLING VICTIM 
YOU ARE NAILING HIM DOWN TO HOLD HIM DOWN 
LAST MORNING SAY : "AH ' M NAILIN ' YO ' DOWN 
IN DE NAME OF DE FATHAH, SON AN ' DE HOLY GHOST" 

if yo ' wanta nai l a person 
down ,  yo ' go dere evah mawnin ' 
fo ' nine mawnin ' s an ' yo ' nail 
dat down . An ' yo ' hit dat one 
lick an ' tell ' em - yo ' know , 
yo ' put in [ you include] whut 

chew doin ' , whut chew nailin ' it fo ' . Yo ' nail dat down an ' de  las ' t ime say , 
"'Ah ' m  nailin ' yo ' down : In de Name of de Fathah, Son an ' de Ho ly Ghost . "  Dat 
vill hold a person down . [ Fayetteville , N .  Car . , (13 96) , 2013 : 8 . ] 

TAKE 9 NEW NAIL S - 9 NEW NEEDLES 
A PIECE OF WHITE CLOTH UNC UT  BY SCIS SORS 
THE S E  3 NEW ARTICLES PUT IN A SACK 
BURY UNDER FRONT STEPS  - IF LAW COMES 
TO FRONT DOOR - SWEEP TOWARD S BACK 

come tuh de front , sweep in tuh de back 
(I see . That ' ll keep the law away . )  

9 7 64 . Take yuh nine br an ' -new nails ,  
nine [ new ] needles . Take ' em an ' put 
' em in a sack,  a piece of white clo t ' 
[ cloth] whut nevah had no scissah in 
it , no mo ' [more ] dan whut yuh cut it 
tuh sew it , an ' put ' em in dere . Bury 
' em undah yuh front step s . An ' if he 

all de t ime . 

He goin ' tuh stay away . [New Orleans , La . , ( 8 3 3 ) , 1 2 5 3 : 2 . ]  
9 7 6 5 . Ah go es tuh de sto ' an ' ah buy me nine bran ' new No . lO [ tenpenny ] nails . 

An '  ah go down tuh de woods an ' find me nine trees . Don ' t git de nine of ' em lak 
[alike ] . Take a ole sweet gum , poplah , maple , b lackgum , sycamo ' an ' all dose 

9 NEW NAIL S - DRIVE EACH ONE INTO DIFFERENT KIND 
OF TREE - ON WHICH CHIP OFF LEVEL DRIVING SPACE 
HIT EACH NAIL 3 TIMES TO MAKE IT STICK IN TREE 
THEN HIT EACH NAIL TWICE IT S VALUE - 1ST NAIL TWICE 
TO 9TH NAIL 18 TIMES - SAYING LORD ' S PRAYER 
DO THI S EARLY IN MORNING - ALL NAIL S IN COMPLETELY 
OB 9TH MORNING - THEN WHAT YOU WANT WILL BE DONE 

kind . Jes ' git nine of dem 
[ d ifferent types of ] trees . 

An ' ah take an ' ah chip out 
a space . Ah have mah axe 
wit me , mah hat chet . Ah 
chip me a spac e out ' bout 
as large a [as a ]  dollah , 
s i lvah dollah . An ' ah 
nail on dis one - mayb e 

dat ' s  wes t . Well , ah ' ll come [ demonstrates ] ovah east an ' ah ' l l  nail a nail 
dere , an ' ah ' ll go back kinda wes t  no ' th [ northwest ] an ' nail a nail dere . An ' 
den ah ' ll come back in kinda southeast an ' put a nail in dat one . But yo ' gotta 
bave all of dose nail j es ' in de same way - eas t . Yo ' have tuh put ' em all eas t . 
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(You said before that you nailed these trees in the shape of an "E"  - like 
the letter "E" . )  

Da ' s  whut ah ' m  speakin ' of  now. Yo ' goes no ' th ,  go west , an ' come back dat 
way [ demonstrates ] .  Den yo ' have ' em somet ime in a straight line . Yo ' kin put 
' em kinda "V" shap ed . 

Den yo ' ll go tuh work an ' put all of dose nails in dose trees an ' yo ' hit ' em  
all three t imes d i s  [ f irst ] mawnin ' , tuh git ' em tuh s t i ck in de  trees . Den yo ' 
c ome on back de t ime [return home ] . De nex ' mawnin ' yo ' gits up early - yo ' 
always have tuh travel early . Yo ' has tuh go out dere den while de dew ' s on 
' em evah mawnin ' .  Yo ' go down an ' maybe git wet wit de  dew an ' den have tuh 
come back an '  change yore clothes . Well , yo ' hit dis  firs ' one maybe one time , 
de firs ' one . Well , yo ' be  sayin ' a li ' l '  prayah , de Lord ' s  Prayah all de  time 
while yo ' hit it - de firs ' one . De second one , yo ' may hit it two t imes . De 
third one three times . D en de fo ' th one fo ' time . An '  go on till yo ' hit nine 
time on de las ' one . Hi t de las ' one nine time on de firs ' mawnin ' .  Den yo ' 
have tuh go back dere evah mawnin ' an ' hi t de firs ' one two time , an ' de nex ' 
one fo ' - yo ' have tuh double dose when yo ' go der e  evah mawnin ' fo ' nine mawn
in ' s . 

(The last one on the second morning you would hit that 18 t imes , double nine . 
That last nail , the ninth nail , on the second morning you hit it nine times the 
first morning , and the second morning you go back ther e ,  you have to  hit it  18 
times? ) 

Have tuh hit it  18 , have tuh double it evah time . But chew have tuh hit ' em 
light - er [ or ]  heavy enough s o  de las ' mawnin ' ,  on de ninth mawnin ' ,  dey all 
would go in de same time . Yo ' dr ive ' em all up on de same mawnin ' .  

(But on the third morning would you have to  d ouble that ninth one , hit it 18 
times? How much would you hit it the third morning? ) 

Yo ' have tuh doub le it  evah time . Yo ' have tuh doub le dat nine evah mawnin ' .  
I f  yo ' can ' t  keep a record , yo ' have tuh have yo ' a p enc il an ' papah . An ' git 
chew a tablet an ' yo ' gotta mark how many t imes yo ' hit it  dis mawnin ' ,  an ' how 
many times yo ' gotta hit it de  nex ' mawnin ' .  Do dat evah mawnin ' .  If yo ' hit 
it 18 dis mawnin ' , yo ' gotta figure how many it gotta be hit de nex ' mawnin ' .  
Yo ' gotta carry dat pencil an ' papah right wit chew wit ' chure hammah when yo ' 
hit it . 

An ' when yo ' dr ive ' em up on de  last [day ] hit ' em  all even an ' nail ' em all 
good at de same time . An ' whatevah yo ' want did , dat will he ' p  yo ' - whatevah 
yo ' workin ' fo ' .  [Wilson , N .  Car . , (1453) , 264 2 : 1 . ] 

(g) . TEN NAIL S 

9 7 6 6 . (Twenty penny nails . You mean onepenny nails or twenty of them? ) 
No . Twentypenny nails but ten of  them .  Twentypenny . Like you go t o  the hard

ware store and say , "Give me a dime ' s worth of twentypenny nails . 
(Then what ? )  

NAME OF HUSBAND OR WIFE FACE UP ON PAPER 
PUT IN WALL AND DRIVE 10 NAILS THROUGH 

You take - see , like that wall over 
ther e .  You take your husb and ' s  name 
or your wi fe ' s  name [ on a p iece of 

pap er ] and open a hole 
nails with her name up 
Just nail  ' em in there 
L a . , (851) , 131 9 : 4 . ] 

[ in the wall ] and put it in ther e .  And dr ive ten of them 
in there and she ' ll do anything you want her to do . Yeah . 
and name her as yo ' dr ive ' em .  Ten of ' em .  [New Or leans , 
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(h) . INDEFINITE NUMBER OF NAILS 

9 7 6 7 . Tuh keep dem [poli c e ]  away , i f  yo ' kin f ind out how many officahs ar e 
in town . An ' fo ' evah man yo ' g it dat many of tenp enny nails , an ' drive dem all 

AS MANY NAILS UNDER STEPS AS POLICEMEN IN TOWN 
LAST DROP OF URINE IN WHISKEY FOR CUSTOMERS 

in de front o f  yor e do ' . It ' s 
not officahs goin ' come tuh 
yore house atall . An ' i f  yo ' 
wanta gain cus tomahs , i f  yo ' 

have one an ' he comes dere , now yo ' take some of  yor e  watah - take de last drop 
of yor e watah - an ' put it in de whi skey . An ' dey says  dat dey will not stop 
comin ' . Dey ' ll bring yo ' all de cust omahs yo ' kin wait on . 

(That i s  the first cust omer who comes ? )  
Yessuh .  [Fayet tevill e ,  N .  Car . , (144 7 ) , 2 6 2 5 . ] 
9 7 6 8 . How you use a nail in de way I tole you . And then ther e ' s another way 

you could use a nail . Like you want [ to ]  b e  to a place for s o  many years , you 
can get dem cut [ s quar e ]  nails and drive down nine of ' em , j ust as many as you 

AS MANY YEARS AS YOU WANT TO REMAIN IN HOUSE 
DRIVE DOWN WITH 1 LICK SO MANY SQUARE NAILS 

want see , but you go tta drive ' em 
down with one lick . 
(One lick? ) 

If you want ' em to be  there ten years , drive 
eleven years ] .  Like that . 

Yes , sir . You j ust drive ' em. 
down ten o f  ' em  or el even [ for 

(You say cut . You mean squar e nails? ) 
Yes , sir . 
(If you want to be  what?  What do you want ? )  
I f  you want to stay to a place for ten year s or fifteen . 
(You mean what kind of  a place? Stay where? ) 
Any place you wanta go live at , you s ee ,  and you want to go to Boston .  You 

�t de boss  move you and your old lady . 
(You want to go to the town , you mean? ) 
Yes , sir . 
(Where would you drive thes e nails down? ) 
In hi s pathway . 
(Where? The boss ' pathway . So he ' d have to walk over them? ) 
That ' s right . [It is evident that nails are driven down t o  remain in a 

house . ] [Norfolk , Va . , ( 4 7 5 ) , 49 2 : 3 . ] 
9769 . Dey said dey take a whole bundl e  of nai ls an ' j es ' nail ' em  down s o  

yo '  can ' t s ee ' em , an ' put d i r t  ovah dem from y o r e  s t ep s  out tuh d e  gat e ,  an ' 
say dat ' ll make yuh leave home . 

BUNDLE OF NAILS 
CONCEALED FROM STEPS TO GATE 

(You nail them down int o the ground . And where 
do you begin to nail them? ) 
Nail dem from de s t ep s cl ean out tuh de gat e .  
(That i s  supposed to make you leave home? ) 
Yes sir . [Mobil e ,  Ala . , ( 6 7 4 ) , 891 : 8 . ] 
97 7 0 .  Have five cent s worth of  new nails . Don ' t 

use ' em  fo ' anything el s e  an ' nail ' em on de do ' facin ' [ saddle ] right [ upright ] 

S CENTS WORTH OF NEW NAILS - USE FOR NOTHING ELSE 
DRIVE INTO DOOR FACING [ S ADDL E ]  - FOR LUCK 

' em right down dere , r ight 
straight down at dat p i ece , 
dat crosspiece . Dat make 
luck . [Memphis , Tenn . , 
(925) ' 1503 : 7 . ] 
9771 . Well , ah ' ve hear ' d of  
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settin ' dem nail s . Jes ' lak comin ' up tuh yuh do ' dere [ in int erviewing room ] 
yo ' d set dem nail wit de point down - pointin ' away [ demons trates ] .  

NAILS BURIED AT DOOR POINTS UP POINT ING FROM HOUSE 
NAILS HAVING BEEN BOILED IN : SULPHUR - BRIMSTONE 
PEPPER AND BLUESTONE - ENEMY CANNOT ENTER HOUSE 
OTHER DETERRENTS MAY BE BURIED UNDER DOORSTEPS 

(Point ing away from the 
door . ) 
Yes . An ' [ you ] have tuh 
boil all of  dem nails in 
sulphuh , brims tone , peppah 
an ' bluestone . Dey [ unwant

ed person : law , rentman , etc . ] can ' t come [ in ]  tuh save dere life .  [Here I turn
ed o f f  recording machine too soon , miss ing the first few words of  the demons tra
t ion]  • • •  place dem up lak dat [ demons trat ion cont inues ] .  

(How? Have the point straight out like that ? [ I  demons trat e ] : And all this 
s tuff is underneath there [ the door steps ] ?  This lime and all this stuff? ) 

Yes . [ Sumter , S .  Car . , (1359) , 2 3 9 6 : 7 . ] 
9 7 7 2 .  [ In the margin t itle I have called this rite  amazing because I had com

plet ely forgotten about it and i t s  future s igni ficance . The per son I am inter
viewing here is J . R . Pat terson , propr ietor of the black hotel , Pat terson Hotel , 

NICKEL ' S WORTH OF NEW TENPENNY NAILS 
CINNAMON - CLOVES - SALTPETER - GASOLINE - ALL NEW 
DIRT FROM PERSON ' S HOUSE AND SIDEWALK - PUT ALL 
IN BUCKET AND LIGHT GASOLINE - WHEN COOL 
WALK BACKWARD S FROM VICT IMS STEPS SPRINKLING 
MIXTURE IN SHAPE OF "V" ' s = IN 3 HOLY NAMES 
ALSO SPRINKLE TO THE FOUR CORNERS OF THE WORLD 
AN AMAZ ING HOUS E-MOVING RITE FROM NEW ORLEANS 

in New Orleans . Among the 
illustrat ions at end o f  
HOODOO , volume 2 ,  see the 
Pat terson Hotel letterhead 
containing pictures o f  the 
hotel , the proprietor , and 
his signature on Wednesday, 
March 9, 1 938, for rent on 
room No . 1 7, including e lec
tricity for my machine, and 

room space for my clients downstairs . I paid my rent each day before returning 
to  my own hotel , the old S t . Charles . To give Mr . Pat ter son some idea o f  my 
work , I sugges ted that he himsel f be  interviewed . Hi s following rite tells how 
he could be driven from his own hotel . Neither o f  us realized at the t ime that 
before a year had passed , Mr .  Pat ter son would lose his hotel and I myself would 
be chased f rom the black hotel in Memphis by the police . For this later surprise , 
see Introduct ion to  HOODOO , volume 1 ,  page XXXIV , line 9 following . ]  

De first thing yo ' do , git chew a dime ' s worth o f  sal tpetah . De nex ' thing 
tuh do i s  git chew a b ox of  cinnamon , a b ox of  cloves . Git chew a nickel ' s wor th 
of new tenpenny nails , an ' den git chew one quar t o f  gasoline . Den git chew a 
dime ' s worth o f  saltpetah . Go by dose per son ' s house an ' p ick up , whethah it ' s 
mud , dirt or sand , take it up an ' put it in de bucket wit dose nails .  Po ' yuh 
gasol ine in dere an ' strike a match an ' light it , [ let it burn ] until it comes 
tuh b e  dry an ' sandy . Den yo ' take it an ' go backwards f rom de do ' where dey 
l ivin ' at an ' sprinkle i t  cros sways dat way tuh de fo ' cornahs of de world : 
[ demons trates by point ing ] dat cornah , d i s  cornah , dis one , and dat one cros s  
de s treet . I n  2 4  hour s de ' re [ they are ] gone . 

(You j ust sprinkle it like this [ I  demons trate ] , like a wingy motion all 
around , cross that house ? )  

[ My demonstration o f  wingy motion mus t  have been a flut tering or fl ipp ing 
mot ion like a b ird . Informant misunder s tand s my word cross , meaning to put a 
hoodoo on the house , not throwing back and for th acros s  the house . ]  

No [ you don ' t throw back and for th acros s  the house ] yo ' tro ' it from de 
house [ demons trates ] .  Yes , lak dis i s  de back , dis is de sidewalk out heah 
[ demons trates ] ,  spr inkle it d i s  way [ demons trates ] ,  cro s s  ovah [ demonstrates ] .  

[ I  describe his demons trat ions : ]  
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(From the house out to t h e  gut ter , you sprinkl e it  back and forth , l ike a 
"V" . )  

[ This "V" or triangl e is the 3 Ho ly Names . ]  
One block each way , one block each way from de house . Lak Patterson [ the 

speaker ] whut chew [ suppose you ] want ed him tuh move . Well , yo ' d  git some dirt . 
See dat c igah ashes [ he point s to asht ray containing ashes of my c igar ] an ' 
[also ] p ick it from de sidewalk [ get sidewalk dirt ] ,  an ' git some dirt an '  sprin
kle it aroun ' dere - some sand . An ' befo ' he sweep s de banquette [ =  sidewalk in 
New Or leans ] up in de mawn in ' , yo ' j es '  come aroun ' dere an ' brush up a l ittle 
bit , j es '  enough tuh git in yore fingahs an ' put in dere . Den yo ' come back 
heah dat night , yo ' see , an ' sprinkl e from his do ' crossways de banquet te tuh 
dat cornah . Den yo ' go tuh dis cornah an '  go cross de street t uh de nex ' cornah . 
Yo ' go dat way an ' go cross de st reet tuh de nex ' cornah . D en yo ' go ovah heah 
tuh garage . S ee .  In 2 4  hours dey are moved . 

(You have to  throw it to  the four corners of the world . ) 
Yes . [New Orl eans , La . ,  (1566 , J . R . Pat t erson , proprietor of black ho t el , 

Pat terson Hot el ) , 2 8 66 : 3 . ] 

( 2 ) . NEEDLES AND PINS 

[ The t itle of this sect ion could have been either Pins and Needles or Needles 
� Pins� both having tradit ion behind them ;  the f irst because a person is some
times said to walk on p ins and needles ; the second according to the folklore 
coupl et : Needles and p ins� needles and p ins; when a man marries� his trouble 
b�ins. As in the case of the preceding sect ion about nail s , mo st rites about 
these obj ect s  have already appeared elsewhere in the print ed text as par t s  of 
rites with other ingr edient s .  The following rites will be li sted according to 
numb er o f  p ins and needl es : 1 ,  2 ,  3 ,  etc . ] 

977 3 .  De bes ' thing yo ' 
git chew a needle dat ain ' t 
stick dat needl e up ovah de 

KEY NEEDLE POINTING OUTS IDE 
OVER DOOR - S ENDS AWAY 

(a) . ONE NEEDLE AND PIN 

kin do , if yo ' wan ' ' em tuh leave out dat house . Yo ' 
nevah been sewed wit , an ' yo ' take dat ne edle an ' yo ' 
doah . J es '  stick it up right ovah de do ' an ' de 

point of it  is  r ight chere , is out [ demonstrates ] .  
(The point is point ing outside . )  

An '  ah ' l l guarantee yo ' tuh yore dyin ' days [ they 
will never return ] . Yo ' know why ah know it?  
(No . ) 
Ah seen it done . An '  den de person [who did it ] 

didn ' t know , to le a l ie [ about it ] . [ Jacksonville , Fla . , ( 5 9 2 ) , 7 65 : 2 . ] 
9 7 74 .  D ey say yo ' take yo ' a 
brass - goldeye needl e .  

SEEDLE - 1 OR 2 AT DOOR - DRIVES YUH- OVAHBO 'D  (One? ) 
Two of ' em - or either one - an ' 
put it at de do ' as yo ' go out . 

1lel.l , dey say dat ' s di>ivin ' yo ' �  say dat ' 11 d.rive yo ' ovahbo ' d [ overboard ] .  S o  
dey say . 

( I  would do that in somebody ' s  house to send them away and make them j ump in 
t:he water? ) 
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Yeah . Say that will make yo ' j ump ovahbo ' d ,  drive yo ' . [ Brunswick, Ga . ,  
(1185)  1 1 9 99 : 1 . ] 

9 7 7 5 . Take a needle an '  - take a part of  a needle [ break needle in half ] an ' 
thread d i s  needle an ' s tick i t  up ovah de do ' . An ' dat ' s [ to ]  caus e if yo ' has 
a young girl roun ' or somp in lak dat , dat ' ll cause whenevah a man comes aroun ' 

NEEDLE - BREAK - THREAD HEAD PORTION 
LAY OVER DOOR - IF  SUITABLE MAN PASSES 
UNDER - STICK BROKEN PO INT UNDER HI S CHAIR 
NEEDLE EYE FOR HUSBAND - PO INT FOR HUSTLER 

dat chew wants fo ' her husban ' . 
Yo ' take de needle down an ' p in i t  
neahby in a chair where he sits . 
An ' she kin git dis  heah man fo ' a 
husban ' wi t de needle .  Wi t a p in 
point [ the point broken from pre

ceding needle ]  yo ' go tta find a pin point dat ' s real sharp an ' use it . Jes ' 
lak , say if a hus tlah , differen ' hus tlahs come roun ' yore house .  An '  if yo ' kin 
ketch ' im tub s et in a clo s ed place - yo ' know whut ah mean , j es ' lak prob ' bly 
dey s et tin ' right where dat back. Yo ' j es ' - prob ' bly yo ' might walk ovah an ' 
say somep in tub ' em an ' use dis pin point fo ' hus tlahs . Dat is tub make ' em 
sharp . Dey call ' em [ pin point s ] sharp Zuak .  

(What d o  you d o  wi th that p in point ? ) 
What would yo ' do wi t d e  pin point? Oh , yo ' gits de pin point an ' keep s it . 

See , j es ' lak , even de men j es ' lak whut ah ' s sayin ' ' bout fo ' de girl ' s mar
riage , yo ' takes de point o f f  dose needles an ' [ or ]  de p in point an ' keep s ' em 
yo ' s elf . See , dat ' s luck fo ' tub bring tub yore hous e .  [Memphis , Tenn . , (1518) , 
2 6 9 7 : 4 . ] 

9 7 7 6 . I f  a woman wan ' a man tub love ' r [ love her ] , she kin take a needle an ' 
go tub d e  well where he s tay an ' push it down undah de groun ' where he ' ll s tart 

WOMAN PUSHE S NAIL INTO GROUND AT WELL OR DOORSTEP 
WHERE MAN MUST CRO S S  OVER IT - DAT 'LL CAPTURE HIM 

[walk] ovah dere evah day 
er evah night when he go tub 
draw watah . Eithah take de 
needle an ' care [ carry]  it 

tub de doah s t ep an ' push i t  down where he ' ll go ovah i t . An ' dat ' ll cap ture him . 
[As I have exp lained. s everal t imes els ewhere the s e  s imp le and s eemly mag icless 
rites are p owered by the intention behind them . ] [Wilmington , N .  Car . , ( 28 5 ) , 
202 : 5+85 . ]  

9 7 7 7 .  Ah ' ve heard d em  say if 
be smart an ' wanted tub keep yuh 

HAND TO ENEMY NEEDLE OR SC I S SORS 
POINTED TO HIM FOR PROTECTION 

yo ' wanted tub - say if yo ' wanted tub grow tub 
enemy away from yo ' , why o f  cus [ course]  yo ' 

give yuh enemy a needle wi t de point tuhwar ' 
de enemy , tuhwar ' de person dat yo ' believe 
dat wuz yuh enemy . Han ' d em de needle pointed 

' im . An ' dat would break dat 
or  s top being in yuh company , 

toward ' im , or a scis sahs wi t de point tuhward 
enemy off from yuh . Dey would s top comin ' aroun ' 
s tay away from yuh . [ St .  Petersburg , Fla . , ( 988) , 

1 5 94 : 1 . ] 
9 7 78 . A 

b een havin ' 
s ewin ' needle ,  where a woman been s ewin ' . I f  her an ' a woman had 
some kinda di spute ovah ' er or eithah a man , yo ' kin take dat nee

NEEDLE OR PIN BORROW FROM WOMAN - OR KNIFE 
FROM MAN - WITH WHOM YOU QUARRELED - BURN 
PO INT WITH SULPHUR - THEN USE HEARTS COLOGNE 
ON OBJECT - RE STORE OBJECT TO PLACE FOUND 
AND YOU TWO WILL BECOME FRIENDS AGAIN 

dle an ' carry it an ' yo ' burn de 
point of i t . Jes ' lak if me an ' 
yo ' had de [ argument o r  quarrel ] ,  
well , if ah kin gi t a needle , or  
ei thah a pin ,  or harrah yore 
pocketknife [because you are a 
man ] , carry it home an ' burn i t . 

Ah burn it o f f  good . Take i t  an ' put i t  in some sulphah an ' burn i t  ag ' in . An ' 
ah put some Hearts Cologne on it [ knife  or needle ] an ' sprinkle it [ p erfume] 
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roun ' [where I picked up obj ect ]  an ' put i t  right back where yo ' kin git it . 
(What would that do then? ) 

3849 

Wel l , dat will - if me an ' yo ' b een havin ' fus ses an' things an' we be bad 
out, well dat will gain de influence of me an ' yo ' back [ together again ] . 

(You will b e  on good terms again? ) 
Be on good terms . [ Brunswick , Ga . , (118 8) , 2 005 : 2 . ] 
9 77 9 .  T o  make a fellah unlucky , take a needle an ' pin i t  in h is coat tail 

an' turn de point right down an '  it ' ll make him unlucky . 

NEEDLE PINNED POINT DOWN 
IN HIS COATTAIL - UNLUCKY 

TO PIN CLOTHES WITH NEEDLE UNLUCKY 

(Turn the point down . ) [Waycross , Ga . , 
10 9 5 , 17 6 5 : 16 . ] 
9 7 8 0 .  I f  dey put j es '  ord ' nary sewin ' 
needles in yore clothes an ' p in yore 
clo thes with a needle , it ' s  bad luck . 
If yo ' lay yor e hat on de b ed , [ it ' s  bad 

luck ] . [ S umt er , S .  Car . , ( 13 74) , 2 4 3 7 : 1 . ]  
9 7 8 1 .  Take a needle an ' sew nine knot s  in de left corner of  a man ' s shirt , 

in de tail  of it , an '  that will keep them from runnin ' around . 

SEW 9 KNOTS - LEFT CORNER - MAN ' S  SHIRT 

NEEDLE IN RIGHT POCKET OF MAN ' S  PANTS 
CAUS ES HIM AND OTHER WOMAN TO BREAK UP 

(Make him stay home? ) 
Yes . [Wilson , N .  Car . , ( 148 6) , 
2 6 60 : 15 . ] 
9 7 8 2 . Mah grandmothah said dat yo ' 
kin take a needle an ' break up p eopl e .  
She said j o o  take d e  needle an ' put 
it  in de man ' s pants pockit , in ' is 

right . [Wilmington , N .  Car . , (322) , 2 55 : 9+8 5 .  1 
978 3 .  Yo ' kin take a tinpan an ' control a person . Yo ' kin take a brand-new 

tinpan an ' yo ' kin write - lemme see . Ah go t i t  right heah , de p salms yo ' find 
where it says  "Vau - v-a-u . "  Yo ' kin take that an ' write that on a b rand-new 

HOODOO PSALM SCRATCHED ON NEW TINPAN 
WITH NEW PIN OR NEEDLE OR NAIL TO CONTROL 

tinplat e .  
(Thi s psalm in which the word "Vau" 
is used? ) 
Yes sir . It ' s  in psalms [ the p salm 

of a hoodoo b ook ] an ' yo ' kin wri t e  that . But now yo ' don ' t write it with a p en
cil or nuthin like that . Yo ' take a needle or pin or new nail that ' s  sharp -
anything that ' s  sharp except a pencil - an ' yo ' write that psalm on that tin
plate .  Then yo ' kin take that tinplate an ' put i t  away where i t  won ' t b e  dis
turbed or be handled by anybody else . An '  yo ' kin control that p erson if  yo ' 
write that psalm fo ' them . [Waycross , Ga . , ( 116 6) , 1959 : 8 . ] 

{b ) . TWO NEEDLES OR P INS 

9784 . To 
lav off - o f  

keep t h e  law away? Wel l , I wan t to  t el l  you . Well , you keep the 
course , you can ' t keep ' em away , but you can get so  that he ' ll never 

2 PINS CROSSED IN HAT PROTECTS BOOTLEGGER FROM LAW 
catch you o r  nothin ' . You 
understand . You bootleggin ' 
he ' ll never catch you o r  

110thing . You understand . 
JUU take two pins . 

(Tw what? ) 
Tw s tick pins . 
(Tw s tick pins . ) 

Well , you take you two - that ' s  a separate thing - and 
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[The ordinary p in i s  frequently cal led " s t ick" to  distinguish it from safety 
p in . ] 

And wear it in a cros s , like a cros s , and wear it right up in the center of 
your hat , you see . Right in the center o f  your hat , like this here [ demons trates 
by pointing to ins ide of his hat ] . 

(Ins ide . )  
Yeah , inside [ demons trates again ] . 
(L ike that , ins ide . )  
Yeah , ins ide your hat . 
(You get these two s t raight p ins . )  
Two s t raight p ins . You p ut a cross on you , see . And a cours e ,  the law ' ll be 

looking for you but he ' l l never get you . Onl y way he ' ll get you , he got to walk 
up on you . But you always kin git away from him.  [New Orleans , La . , ( 8 2 3 ) , 

BREAK 2 NEEDLES IN HALF - 4 PIECES 
STICK INTO HIS CLOTHES - HE CANNOT LEAVE 

119 1 : 7 . ] 
9 7 8 5 . She kin take two needles an ' 
break it hal f in two - make foah 
p ieces - an ' s tick it  anywheres in 
h i s  coat w ' ure he cain ' t see ' em ,  an ' 

dat ' ll make h im s tay wit her . 
274 : 10+85 . ]  

He can ' t leave huh . [Wilmington , N .  Car . , ( 3 36) , 

9 7 8 6 . I f  a man wanted t uh do somebody 
woman , an ' yo ' know whut happens yo ' know 

some harm , j es '  say , lak it wus a 

CROSS 2 PINS OR NEEDLES IN WOMAN ' S  CLOTH 

in de month . Well , if yo ' take needles 
an ' p ins an ' cros s , if yo ' could git 
aholt of dat [ piece of hers ] ,  yo ' 
cross one [ demons trat e ] . Yo ' see , 

p ut one d i s  way an ' one 
(Needles or p ins ? )  

Needles o r  p ins . 

dat way - j es '  cross ' em.  

(Jus t two? ) 
Well , yo ' kin use many as yo ' want , but when yo ' do dat she be all up an ' 

down fo ' de balance of huh days . 
(What would you do with that cloth then? ) 
Well , yo ' j es '  - anything yo ' wanta do . Yo ' could bury it  or throw it  away 

or anything , j es '  so yo ' leave dem needles in dere . Yeah . Don ' t care whut chew 
do wit it . [ Brunswick ,  Ga . , ( 1189 ) , 2009 : 2 . ] 

9 78 7 . In bad luck yo ' kin take , i f  a person set t in ' tuh a table gamblin ' ,  git 
chew two needles , cross ' em in back of dere clothes , right in de  centah of dere 

2 NEEDLES CROSSED ON OPPONENT ' S  BACK TO LOSE 
OR A LIVE SPIDER ON YOUR BACK TO WIN GAMBLING 

back . Cross ' em. Dat ' ll cause 
dem t uh los e .  An ' [ or ]  eithah 
sprinkle some sal t  on ' em.  

' im  in a papah sack or s omp in .  
wick , Ga . , (119 2) , 2 011 : 17 . ] 

An ' yo ' kin git a spidah an ' p ut 
Long as he livin ' yo ' win in de game . [ Bruns-

9 7 8 8 . An ' ah heard ag ' in that yo ' take 
an ' say de Lawd ' s  Prayer [ demonstrates ] .  

(You take two needles then? ) 

a needle an ' make it  cro s s  lak that , 

Yes . 
An ' say the Lawd ' s  Prayer an ' say 

turn right around an ' put chure hand 
- when yo ' say the Lawd ' s  Prayer , then yo ' 
up this way [ informant demons trates holding 

CROSS 2 NEEDLES - SAY LORD ' S  PRAYER - IN HIS NAME 
RAI SE RIGHT HAND - PLEAD OWN CASE - GO TO COURT 

right hand up into air ] . 
(Jus t as if you were swearing 
an oath in cour t ? ) 
Yes suh .  
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Put chure han ' up an ' [ this man] said : "In His Name , an ' in his own will an ' 
time , will he plead when dis man came . " An ' said , "An ' leave there [ home ] . "  
An '  dey said he ' ll come back [ home from court ] .  Dat ' s one way ah heard . [ Fay
etteville , N .  Car . , (1418) , 255 2 : 5 . ]  

9 7 8 9 . Yo ' kin t ake two p ins an ' lay ' em crossways lak dat [ demonstrates ] an ' 
tie a string right in ' tween heah on each side [ the crossing ] yo ' know , right be

2 PINS CROSSED - TIE CENTER OF CROSS WITH STRING 
BANG ON S IDE OF HOUSE - PART S MAN AND WOMAN 

tween dere lak dat [ demon
strates ] , so dey won ' fall 
apart , an ' hang it  up side 
de house .  An ' dey say dat 

will part a man an ' his wife . [ This tying of  two or more obj ec t s  into the form 
o f  a cross to make a rimless wheel is fairly well-known in hoodoo , some of these 
forms and rites at t imes being quite complicated ; see No s . 9 7 9 6 , 9 7 9 7 , etc . ] 
[Wilson , N .  Car . , (14 7 9 ) , 2 6 5 9 : 4 . ] 

9 7 9 0 .  Well , now , fo ' de whole house , yo ' would have tuh take two needles an ' 
cross dem lak a "X". Yo ' first bury a can o f  red seal lye wi t de top off  of it ; 

j is ' let de dirt come ovah 
in it . 

STAND OPENED CAN OF RED SEAL LYE IN HOLE IN FRONT 
OF STEPS - CRO S S  ON LYE 2 NEEDLES LIKE AN "X" 

SO THAT POINT S OF NEEDLES POINT FROM HOUSE - BURY 
CAN - DISSOLVED LYE WILL DRIVE ALL FROM HOUSE 

(Where do you bury that lye 
now? ) 
Yo ' bury dat lye where dey 
constantly have tuh walk ovah 
it . 
Now , aftah yo ' bury dat lye , 

befo ' yo ' covah it wit de dirt , yo ' put de two needles cross lak an "X" wit de 
points out . Yo ' put dem on top of de lye befo ' yo ' covah it . Yo ' don ' t covah 
it t i l l  yo ' put de needles dere wit each point , one point in ' dis way an ' one de 
othah way , yo ' unders t an ' ; but out , out from de house . An '  yo ' covah dat up an ' 
when dat lye diss olve den yo ' gits results . 

(After that lye dissolves then that landlord can ' t ren that house ;  i f  he does, 
the people can ' t s t ay there . )  [Memphis , Tenn . , ( 91 5 ) , 1841 : 5 . ] 

9 7 9 1 .  Git chew two needles an ' wri t e  chure name - write chure name first an ' 
put ' er name on top of  yore name . Git chew two needles an ' st ick it right up 

MAN WRITES HI S NAME FIRST - DEPARTED WOMAN ' S NAME 
ON TOP OF HIS - HOLD S PAPER OVER DOOR AND BEHIND 
WALLPAPER WITH 2 NEEDLES POINT ING INTO HOUSE 
BRINGS HER HOME TO STAY WHILE NEEDLES THERE 

ovah dat do ' dere [ p oints to 
door of interviewing room] 
right up undah de [wall ]  
papah . Put dat up undah de 
papah . Wel l , yo ' stick de 
haid of  de needles in de 

wall , but s t ick [ the p o int s o f ]  de needles comin ' in de house . Dat wi l l  bring 
' er right back . She won ' t be  a day comin ' back eithah . 

(You st ick that paper [with the names ] up by put t ing these needles through 
it? )  

Yessuh , yo ' put dem needles through dis papah yo ' see ovah de do ' . An ' stick 
de point of de needles comin ' in de house ; no t go in ' out , comin ' in de house . 

(The needles will point into the house? ) 
[A portion o f  the wallpaper is peeled back , the paper with names dampened and 

pressed against the wall , and the wallpaper returned and held in place by push
ing the heads of two needles through it . There are variations o f  this rite else
where in HOODOO. ] 

Yes . Dat ' ll po int ' er right on in heah . She ain ' t goin ' out d ere j es ' as 
long as dat needle an ' dat name up dere . She ain ' t goin ' out . [Memphis , Tenn . , 
(1555) , 2 6 94 : 11 . ] 
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(c) . THREE NEEDLES OR P INS 

9 7 92 . Yo ' kin take a needle an ' put it in a p iece of papah , with yore man ' s 
name wro te on it three times , an ' p ut it  up behin ' yore do ' . He cain ' t leave 
yo ' . Put it  up behin ' yore do ' , up in de wall papah . Jes ' lak yore wallpapah ' s 
dere [demonstrates ] , t ear it loo se an ' p ut it in d ere [ see No . 9 7 9 1 ,  p . 3 8 5 1 . ] 

WRITE MAN ' S NAME 3 TIMES ON P IECE OF PAPER 
(How many needles do you put in the 
pap er? ) 
Three . STICK 3 NEEDLES THROUGH NAMES - PUT BEHIND 

WALLPAPER OVER DOOR - HE CANNOT LEAVE YOU (And you wr ite hi s name three times J 
Yo ' point dose needles lak dat , 

down . An ' den yo ' take an ' p ut it up 
[Memphis , Tenn . , ( 1 5 2 2 ) , 2 7 15 : 3 . ] 

in dat [wallpap er ]  papah , holdin ' dat p apa� 

9 7 93 .  Yo ' kin take three needles . Take 
lak yo ' go t a enemy ' roun ' yuh , an ' yo ' an ' 

thr ee needles an ' burn ' em. Jis ' 
' er can ' t git along , an ' she raisin ' 

WHILE BURNING 3 NEEDLES - WISH TROUBLE AWAY - CALL 
TROUBLEMAKER' S NAME - THROW NEEDLES INTO RIVER 

Sam an ' gaddin ' all ' roun ' , 
all roun ' der e .  Can ' t git 
along . Yo ' j i s ' s et down 
an ' take three needles an ' 

git - an ' burn ' em. Put ' em on de fiah an ' burn ' em real ho t an ' make yuh wi shes. 
As dem needles git hot , make yuh wi shes accordin ' tuh whut happenin ' tuh yuh : 
"Wish de bad luck would go o f f , good luck will come an ' live happy in mah home . 
Mah enemy tuh flee from me . "  Well , yo ' take dem ovah dere an ' burn ' em an ' make 
yuh wi shes . An ' aftah yo ' burn ' em, yo ' take dem an ' throw dem away - take d em 
tuh de rivah , throw dem in d e  rivah . An ' evahthin ' be okey . 

(Three needles ? )  
Three needles . An ' aftah yo ' call dere name , d en yo ' walk tuh d e  rivah. Af

tahward or a day or so aftah , yo ' know , aftah yo ' done burn ' em an ' make yuh 
wi shes . But at d e  same time yo ' goes tuh where it ' s runnin ' watah . [Vicksburg , 
Mis s . ,  ( 74 7 ) , 1017 : 6 . ]  

9 7 9 4 .  An ' d en ag ' in yo ' could take , if  yo ' wanta win a man from a woman , yo ' 
could take a li ' le bottle [ thi s rite is acted out , as my comment shows later ] 
an ' yo ' could take an ' fill it wit Heart Co logne . An ' git three needles , an ' 

A FULL BOTTLE OF HEARTS COLOGNE - DRIVE 3 NEEDLES 
DOWN INTO STOPPER - WRAP BLACK RAG ABOUT BOTTLE 
STAND WRAPPED BOTTLE IN PAN FULL OF VINEGAR 
VINEGAR MUST COVER THE BOTTLE - THEN TAKE 
A FORK AND FISH THAT BLACK RAG OUT - DON ' T 
PUT YOUR HANDS ON IT - SHAKE THE RAG OUT 
STILL HOLDING IT WITH FORK - HANG RAG ON LINE 
DRIED RAG - WEAH IT LOWDOWN ON YO ' - THROW BOTTLE 
AWAY - EMPTY VINEGAR FROM BAS IN - MAN IS YOURS 

direct ion it wanta go . An ' when hit dry , yo ' take 
yo ' - de lower part o f  yo ' . 

(Of your body . Down near the pr ivates ? )  

lay dem down in dat bottle 
stopp er . An ' yo ' take it 
an ' put dat in a basin o f  
vinegah , an ' git chew a black 
rag an ' put inside da t .  An ' 
yo ' boil it fa ' ' bout fif
teen minutes on a s tove . An ' 
when yo ' take de black rag 
up , why yo ' j es ' hang it up 
on a line on yore back po ' ch , 
an ' let de air carry it evah 

it an ' weah it lowdown on 

Yes . An ' ah don ' care where he be , he would have tuh come tuh yo ' . But be 
sure dat yo ' throw de bo ttle away . Throw it away . Don ' t have anythin ' mo ' tuh 
do wit it aftah yo ' do dat . An ' yo ' will br ing ' im tuh yuh , an ah don ' care 
where he is . 

(You take this bottle full o f  Hearts Co logne and you dr ive three needles down 
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into the stopper . Then you put thi s in a pan o f  vinegar - thi s bottle . Then 
you put a b lack rag over the pan .  But the rag mus t  be in the vinegar . )  

D e  rag mu s t  be in de vinegah an ' de vinegah must come a li ' le above it , where 
it won ' show de rag ; but j es '  come a li ' le above de b o tt le an '  de rag . An '  wrap 
de b ottle up in de black rag . An '  den yo ' take a li ' le fo ' k  [ fork] - r emembah , 
don ' put chure han ' s on i t  - an ' shake dat rag out . An '  den yo ' take i t  an ' hang 
i t  up on a line . Don '  wr ing i t , j es '  let de watah dreen [ drain ]  out j es '  as it 
will .  Let it dry . Aftah it dry , den yo ' fix it on , an '  yo ' throw de b o t t le 
away , an ' throw de vinegah out de basin . ' Cuz ah done dat mahself . [ Sumter , 

3 t o  6 NEW PINS OR NEEDLES IN BED - CANNOT SLEEP 
s .  Car . , (1380) , 24 5 0 : 1 . ]  
9 7 95 . Ah heard they kin fix 
needles o r  p ins an ' put ' em  

in yore b ed an '  yo ' can ' t  r e s t  to s leep in that bed . 
(Do they put any number o f  needles in there? Or p ins? ) 
Three - from three t o  six ,  dat ' s  whut ah ' ve heard o f .  
(Either needles o r  p ins , o r  both? ) 

Needles o r  p ins , brand-new ones nevah been used . [Waycross , Ga . ,  (1133) , 
1939 : 7 . ]  

9 7 9 6 . Ah do know o f  cros sin ' three p ins . Whut dat r e ' lly means - cros sin ' 
three p ins mean dat in a very shor t time s ome per s on is li ' ble tuh git s tobbed 

CROSS 3 P INS LIKE 6 SPOKE S OF WHEEL - OVER DOOR 
ONDER WHI CH VICTIM WALKS - KILLED IN 3 MONTHS 

[ stabbed ] or shot or cut . 
(Where do you c r o s s  these 
three pins ? ) 
Cro ss dese three p ins up ovah 
yore d o ' . Place dem three p ins 
up ovah de do ' j es '  lak yo ' put 

one in each diff ' ren '  spot : one [ p in ]  at dat run [ over first pin ]  an ' [ third pin] 
right acro ss dat run . [ Like thi s � arrange 3 p ins . ]  An '  puts [where ]  d e  p er
son walk undah it . Well , in one � o r  two months , or in three months , he ' ll 
b e  cut , shot o r  stobbed . [ A  similar six-spokes-of-wheel rite follows this r i te . ] 

CROS S 3 NEW NEEDLES IN FLANNEL RAG FORMING 
6 EQUAL ANGLES OR 6 OP EN TRIANGLES OR 6 SPOKES 
OF A RIMLE S S  WHEEL - BURY UNDER S TEP S - TROUBLE 

[Waycross , Ga ., (111 1 ) ,  1 7 84 : 1 0 . ] 
9 7 9 7 . Yo ' take needles an ' p in 
' em in a flannel rag , an ' i t  

mu s t  b e  needles d a t  have nevah 
been used , an '  yo ' wrap dem in 
a angle an ' fold ' em in a angle , 
an ' dat brings a lotta trouble . 
(How many needles did you say? ) 

Three . See , yo ' stick dem 
t hrough de flannel lak dat [ d emonstrates ] ,  chew know, an ' den lak dat . 

(Like the spokes o f  a wheel? ) [ Se e  diagram in preceding r ite . ] 
Yeah . D en yo ' wrap s dem up an ' yo ' bur ies ' em .  
(Where d o  you bury them? ) 
Undah de step s . [ Memphi s ,  Tenn . , ( 1 5 29) , 2 7 33 : 9 . ] 
9 7 9 8 . Ah ' ve heard dey kin use three straight p ins an ' three needles an '  John 

de Conkah :Poo t an ' bury it der e . 
(Where? ) 
Undah de house . 
(What will that do ? )  

Dey say dat will run de p er son out o f  de house . 
(Well , will they put tho s e  pins in any way? ) 
Well , dey stick ' em s trai ght down in de root , dey say in de middle wit dem 

needles around i t . 
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(The needles around the 
root . )  

S TICK 3 P INS IN ONE S IDE OF A JORN DE CONKAH ROOT 
3 NEEDLES IN OTHER S IDE - BURY ROOT UNDER HOUSE 
THIS WILL RUN AWAY PERSONS L IVING IN THAT HOUSE 

Dat ' s  r ight , an ' three p ins . 
(Right in the center of the 
hous e . ) 
Anywhere under de house . 
(Do you put the three p ins 

on one s ide and the needles on the other o r  what ? )  
Dat ' s  r ight . 
(Or do you put f ir s t  one p in and then a needle? ) 

Three p ins in ro tation , three needles in ro tat ion . [ Brunswick , Ga . , (119 5 ) , 
2 01 3 : 1 3 . ] 

(d ) . FOUR NEEDLES OR PINS 

9 7 9 9 . Well , ah heered de way a man [ cunj ureman ] handles a woman [ for a woman 
cl ient ] j es '  ab out t akin ' ' er [ away from cl ient ' s  man ] . An ' s he wanted d i s  woman 

TO S EPARATE WOMAN FROM MAN IN 3 DAYS - CROSS 
4 NEEDLES - NAME THEM - PUT UNDER HER S TEPS 

ranned away [ from her man ] . S he 
went tuh dis woman ' s  house an ' 
took fo ' needles an ' cros sed ' em 
a t  ' er do ' s tep an ' named dem .  An ' 

when she named de needles , de woman left in three days a ftah , an ' ' er [ c l ient ' s ] 
husban ' come b ack . See . [ Fayetteville , N .  Car . , (14 2 2 ) , 2 5 6 2 : 2 . ] 

4 NEEDLES - BURN THEM - CROS S 2 OVER FRONT DOOR 
CROSS 2 OVER BACK DOOR - KEEPS LAW AWAY 

9 80 0 . ( What would you do with 
that ? )  
You take you three needles [ see 
correc t ion later ] . 
(Three needles? ) 

Yes , sir , an ' s t ick - i t  b e  
four need les . S e e ?  Two go this way and two that way . Make a "X" o f  ' em .  Burn 
' em and make a "X" o f  ' em and hang ' em up . Put one over and the other two over 
this door here l ike that . Three go this here , and put one on that door , and one 
on the b o ttom .  

[ This confuses the numb er o f  needles . ] 
(How many needles did you take? ) 
Four - acro s s  - b urnt cro s s , yo ' see . 
(You cr o s s  the p o ints over the front door and then you cross the p o int s over 

ano ther door - the b ack door ? ) 
Yes . 
( But you burn those needles fir st? ) 

Yeah , burn ' em firs t .  
( I  see . To keep the law away? ) 

Yes . 
( I  see . ) [Vicksb urg , Mis s . ,  ( 7 7 0 ) , 1059 : 6 . ] 
9 801 . Take fo ' p ins - j es '  lak if yo ' would rent me a house or s omep in lak 

dat ; if yo ' would rent me a house an ' ah ' d  g i t  b ehin ' . All r ight , yo ' came 

4 NEW P INS - WHILE CALL ING "DE THREE GODHAID" 
ARRANGED IN FORM OF CROS S AT RENTMAN ' S  DOOR 

d own - in de mawnin ' when ah come 
d own ,  yo ' d  b e  gone . S ee ,  somp in 
lak dat , yo ' goin '  put me out , 
undahstan ' . Well , now , ah lak 

de place an ' ah wanta s t ay dere . Well , de thing ah ' m  goin '  do , ah ' m  goin '  g it 
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me fo ' pins - fo ' s traight p ins dat ' s  nevah been used . Ah kin take ' em an ' drop 
' em in a kinda of a cro s s-lak ; one heah , one heah , one dere an ' one dere . 

(Like a cro s s  - like four point s in a cro s s ? ) 
Oat ' s  r ight . Den ah kin call De ThPee GOdhaid. 
(How would you do that ? ) 
Ah would say , drop dis one , "Name o f  de Son , Name o f  de Fathah , Name o f  de 

Bleesed Holy Gho s t . Amen . " Den walk on tub yore do ' an ' knock an ' say , says , 
"Well , Cap tain [ evah whut chure name b e ]  ah haven ' t  go t all yore money . Ah 
got so much an ' so much . "  Well , he say , "Well , all right . S tay on an ' pay up 
when yo ' can . " 

(Where would you b ury those pins ? )  
Oh , don ' t  bury ' em atall . Yo ' j es '  drop ' em  in dem fo ' angles . 
(Where d o  you drop them ,  in his house or your house? ) 
In f ront o f  ' i s do ' .  
( In front o f  the owner o f  the house - in f ront o f  his door ? ) 
Oat ' s  r i ght , r i ght in f ront o f  ' i s do ' an ' knock on de do ' ,  an ' den yo ' tell 

' im  about de money whut yo ' has . [ I  failed to ask whether these 4 pins formed 2 
s eparate cro s s es + + or a cro s s  with 8 arms o r  spokes , a rimless wheel ; for 6 
spokes see No . 9 7 9 6 ; v . 4 ,  No . 57 2 0 . ] [ Fayet teville , N .  Car . , (1407 ) , 2 528 : 5 . ]  

9802 . Yo ' kin take now an ' git chew a b ran ' new pack o f  go ldeye needles an ' 
put one in each corner o f  yore house .  Yo ' know a house is go t fo ' corners to 

4 NEW NEEDLES BURIED AT 4 CORNERS OF HOUSE 
INCANTATION AGAINST LAW IN THE 3 HOLY NAMES 

i t , a hous e dat wuz made s t raight . 
An ' put ' em in each co rner . Have 
to dig a hole , ah think yo ' know , 
tub bury it . Yo ' know , yo ' bury 

it down in dat hole an ' say - but chew have tub say some words b ehin ' it , too , 
yo ' know . When yo ' say dat it keep de policeman away . 

(What words do you say b ehind that , do you know? ) 
Jes ' lak de Son an '  de Ho ly Ghost .  Yo ' know , j es '  ah t o l e  yo ' whil e  ago , 

j es '  rep eat do se : Hope tuh God de po liaeman stay away� "In de Fathe:ra an ' de 
Ho ly Ghost . "  

(You don ' t  say the Son? ) 
No , dey don ' t  say de Son.  [ Fayett eville , N .  Car . , (1424) , 2550 : 2 . ] 
9803 . Well , yo ' s ee ,  de house yo ' lives in has go t f our corners to it . Wel� 

it ' s  no rth , east , wes t , and south . Well , yo ' take a s imp le thing as a needle , 

9 NEEDLES - 1 IN EACH 4 CORNERS OF HOUS E  
A T  MIDNIGHT AN D  I N  1 CORNER EACH NIGHT 
READ THE 10 COMMANDMENT S - AFTER 4 NIGHTS 
WRAP NEEDLES WITH LODESTONE - PUT OVER DOOR 
THIS FOR TRADE AND TO KEEP THE LAW AWAY 

one needle ,  an ' take that needle 
an ' put in each corner o f  your 
hous e .  An ' every night at twelve 
' clock yo ' read the T en Command

ment s in each corner o f  that hous� 
Like tonight yo ' read them in one 
corner an ' the next night yo ' read 

them in ano ther corner . An ' then af ter yo ' get that done , yo ' take the needles 
out wrap them up , b uy a l i t tle lodes tone , put the four needles in that and put 
them up over the door , tack it there , an ' leave it there . Yo ' kin get all the 
t rade you want . That will even keep the law away . [ S t . Petersbur g ,  Fla . , 
( 1 0 2 5 ) , 1 6 58 : 11 . ] 

(e) . S IX NEEDLES OR PINS 

9 8 04 . I f  yo ' s  a keen farmah an ' lookin ' fo ' ' em tub break yo '  up , yo ' go git 
chew s ix needles , bran ' new , an ' take yore - now , heah ' s yore barn-facin ' ,  yore 
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barn door fac ing . 
(Fac ing of barn door? ) 
Yes . Yo ' make a way [ split 

Make a crack in dere wit chure 
with knife ] in dere an ' place dem needles in dere . 
knife so yo ' kin place dem needles in dere . But 

6 NEEDLES - 3 ON EACH SIDE OF BARN DOOR - UP THERE 
HEIGHT OF MAN - ALL IN HORIZONTAL LINE - EACH IN 
VERTICAL SLIT MADE NEEDLE-LENGTH IN DOOR BY KNIFE 
THESE SYMBOLS OF 3 HOLY NAMES PROTECT MAN ON FARM 

de eyes [ o f the needles ] ,  
three of ' em , an '  place ' em 
j es ' about de height o f  a 
man ' s body . Go up tuh dat 
do ' an ' put three [ needles ] 
on each side [ of the door ] . 

An ' yo ' ll f ind no breakin ' up of yore farm . [ Sumter , S .  Car . , (1359) , 2 3 9 6 : 8 . ] 
9 8 05 . You take the [ 2 ]  needles . Yo u take a needle and you turn it one way ; 

one east and one nor th . [ These ] needles are cros sed , one po inting east , the 

2 NEEDLE S CROSSED IN BEDROOM - 4 NEW PINS CROSSED 
UNDER CENTER OF HOUSE - A QUINCUNX - CROSSES HOUSE 

o ther no rth . ] And now that 
[was in the ] bedroom, what 
you left in there . You 
[ can ] take the pins and put 

' em in your bedroom j us t  thataway [ t he same way ] you see . [ For cro ssing 2 nee
dles or 2 pins in bedroom, see rite following this one . ] 

( I  see . Now wait a minute .  You cross two needles according to the direc
tions [you gave ] . You cross each like that [ I  demons trate ] .  Then you get four 
new p ins , and you by a [ some thing ] make ano ther cross? ) 

Yes , make ano ther cross . 
(All right . With tho se [ 4  new] pins . Then what do you do? ) 
Then you take it and you take a stocking and you put it  between the stocking . 
(Any piec e of  clo thes or any kind o f  • • •  ? )  
Yeah , any kind o f  clo thing . I j ust take a stocking for a parab le = [ example]  

but any kind piec e o f  clo thes - to be sure to put it right in the middl e .  And 
then you fold it . Fold it  up and you go bury it  right in the middle of  their 
house - up under the house . [ This "middle" of the house is the well-known 5th 
po int , the center of 4 o ther points , creating a quincunx , many examples of which 
have been given in HOODOO , see margin title QUINCUNX , p . 7 1 0 , v . l ,  and el sewhere . ]  
Gatta get up under the house and bury that . And they b e  crossed up . 

(That crosses them up . )  [New Orleans , La . , (859) , 1 3 6 7 : 5 . ] 
9806 . You can take a needle if you want to make a person sick and conf ined 

to bed . I f  you can get into their house and can cross two needles on the bottom 

CROSS 2 NEEDLES IN BOTTOM OF MATTRESS - STICK 4 
NEEDLES ONE IN EACH CORNER OF  HOUSE - SPRINKLE 
SALT IN 4 CORNERS - PERSON IN BED BECOME S ILL 

o f  the mattres s and push them 
in till they can ' t be seen from 
the out side , from the bottom 
o f  the mattres s ,  turn the mat
tress up . Then you take three 

[ four ] needles and stick them up in the co rners of the house . Get them back out 
o f  there even if you have to break them of f so they can ' t be seen . Each corner 
of the house . And then you sprinkle a little sal t in each corner , and you have 
the needle there , and as long as that person stays in that room and [with ] tho se 
needles and the salt - af ter they sweep of course there ' s a few grains of that 
sal t is go ing to remain in the corner - the person will j ust get sick and get 
up and down [ from s ick bed ]  and they can ' t get well unt il they remove tho se two 
needles crossed und er their bed . I f  they can f ind them and remove them they ' ll 
get all right ; and if they can ' t ,  they won ' t .  [Memphis , Tenn . , ( 9 7 3) , 1 5 7 7 : 1 . ] 

9 8 0 7 . Well , dey takes a tin plates , new tin plates , an ' sulphur an ' six nee
dles to each plate . Take yo ' six plates an ' put chew six needles in each plate , 
an ' set ' em roun ' de spots yo ' gain ' dig at , an ' burn yore sulphur wit chure 
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6 TIN PLAT E S  - SMALL P ILE O F  SULPHUR I N  C ENTER 
OF EACH - IN EACH P ILE 6 NEEDLES IN CIRCLE 
POINTS INWARD - S ET THE S E  PLATES IN CIRCLE 
ROUND BURI ED TREASURE - BURN THE SULPHUR 
mr s WILL KEEP AWAY SP IRITS GUARDING TREASURE 

n eedles in dere wit de point s 
layin ' dead in de sulphur . An ' 
dat will keep ' way d e  sp irits 
from comin ' in . 
(When you are hunting money? 
Tho s e  point s are point ing to 
this lit tle b i t  of sulphur in 
that plate? ) 
In de center of de p lat e .  
(When you are hunt ing money? )  
When yo ' hunt in ' money . [ See 

a lso section SP IRITS GUARD BURI ED TREASURE , 
[ Brunswick , Ga . , (1242) , 2112 : 1 5 . ] 

pp . lll-13 5 ,  vol . l ,  and elsewhere . ]  

( f ) . 7 NEEDLES OR P INS 

98 08 . Yo ' take seven needles an ' yo ' take seven s traight p ins an ' yo ' take 
three nail s .  An ' yo ' kin take a quar t o f  wat ah an ' de s t oppah tub shet [ shut ] 
de quart b o t tle . An '  y ' o  kin put dem dere s even needles an ' dem der e s tr aight 

7 NEEDLES - 7 PINS - 3 NAILS - IN QUART OF WATER 
PUT IN STOPPER BUT NOT TOO TIGHT - PLAC E BOTTLE 
UNDER YOUR B ED - TO KILL VICTIM QUICKLY - HIT 
STOPPER WITH HAMMER OF WOOD [ MALLET ] 3 TIMES 
EVERY MORNING AT SUNRI S E  - CALLING VICTIM ' S NAME 
DIES IN 1 7  DAYS - TO LINGER PERSON HIT STOPPER 
ONCE AFT ER SUNSET - EITHER CAS E - STOPPER TIGHT 

p ins an ' dem three nails in 
dat quart o f  wat ah . An ' yo ' 
put dat stoppah in dere . S top 
it up , but don ' try tub s top 
it t ight . An ' yo ' place it 
at sun risin '  undah yor e b aid . 
An ' if yo ' want a kill a pub
son - lak yo ' want a kill ' im 
yo ' kin hit dat s t oppah wi t a 

hammah .  But yo ' don ' want no iron hammah ,  yo ' want s a kinda wooden hammah , yo ' 
uodahs t and . [Wooden hammer i s  rar e  in HOODOO . ]  An ' yo ' hi t dat a cert ain many 
t imes evah mawnin ' tub kill a puhson , an ' yo ' hit it one t ime af t ah it ' s  gone 
dawn , dat sun , j e s '  tuh lingah dat person - j es '  tub put ' im sick , where he b e  
DO mo '  good , j es '  lingahin ' .  An '  when dem needles rust out , he rust out . I t  
vun ' t kill ' im  r ight away . Take d em  nails an ' needles in dat quar t b o t tle , an ' 
yo '  kin hi t dat stopp ah three times where de sun rise an ' in s event een days he ' ll 
be daid • • • •  

[Here I turned o f f  machine too quickly and had to reopen c onver sat ion with a 
quest ion . ] 

(Where do you put this b o t tle then? Do you put i t  under the victim ' s b ed ? ) 
No sir , yo ' put i t  undah yore b aid , an ' when yo ' hi t dat , t ake i t  out evah 

.awnin ' -t ime yo ' git up , an ' hit dat stoppah an ' j es '  call [ the name o f ]  which 
aae yo ' want a do [ kill ] . I f  yo ' want ' im tuh lingah , yo ' kin hi t dat stoppah 
aae t ime ,  as de sun goin ' down , de sun s et t in '  in de weat ; an ' if yo ' wanta 
� ' im ,  yo ' kin hit i t  early in de mawnin ' three t imes . [ Waycro ss , Ga . , 
(1135 ) , 184 5 : 4 . ] 

( g ) . EIGHT NEEDLES OR PINS 

9809 . Well , now if yo ' is livin ' neah me an ' dey b r ings on confus ion b etween 
X an' yo ' which we c an ' t git along or make us bat up �it one 'nothah , yo ' kin 
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take eight s t raight pins . Eight s t raight pins now. Yo ' lay fo ' o f  ' em tuh yore 
front do ' .  Yo ' lays fo ' tuh yore back do ' .  An '  yo ' go in ' have tuh move ' way 

8 PINS - 4 HIDDEN POINT-OUT AT FRONT DOOR 
4 POINTS-OUT AT HI S BACK DOOR - IF ENEMY 

MAKE US BAT UP WIT ONE 'NOTHAH 
THI S RITE WILL RUN OUR TROUBLE-MAKER AWAY 

from dere . Yo ' can ' t stay.  
(Do they lay those in any part icular 
way? ) 
Well , yes , yo ' lay all de p ' ints back 
out at de front s t ep s , see . Jes ' lak 
yo ' go in de hous e , yo ' come up an ' 

go in de house over de s t ep , well , yo ' lay dose p ins lak dat , de p ' int s  p ' int in ' 
out p ' int in ' ' way from d e  house back an ' front . 

(That makes you move . )  [ S t . Petersburg , Fla . , ( 9 8 0 ) , 1 58 9 : 8 . ] 

(h) . NINE NEEDLES OR PINS 

9 81 0 .  (That foot track , what d o  you do with that foot track after you get i t  
and put those pins and things i n  i t ? )  

Yo ' take hit , yo ' don ' t bury hit , yo ' lie hit on yore bedspring an ' yo ' sleep 
on hit . An ' he may go wi t ano thah woman but he won ' t ca ' [ care ] nuthin ' bout 

' er .  An ' in goin ' tuh d e  othah woman he ' ll pay 
9 NEEDLES AND A LOVE PROBLEM yo ' twice de ' t enshun [at t ention ]  dat he wi ll ' er .  
AND FOOT TRACKS AND ANT NEST But in goin ' wi t yo ' an ' l ovin ' yo ' o f t en ,  yo ' 

know , evah onae in a way he ' ll go tuh d i s  woman , 
but he won ' t int end in ' t uh stay cuz ah got a man lak dat . Him an ' me mean so 
much .  

(In o ther words , you will take this foot track in order t o  hold a man - that ' s  
all . )  

Dat hold ' im.  
(And you put those pins in there in order t o  keep o ther women away. You name 

them your enemies . ) 
[I am correc t ed ! ]  

Dat won ' t c omple t ely keep ' em away , but he ' ll b e  from undah dere influenc e .  
(When you name these pins you are thinking o f  other women , aren ' t you? ) 
Yessuh , dat ' s  de enemies . 
(They are your enemies and you want to keep them away from your husband or 

your man . ) 
Well , heah ' s  de o thah one . Yo ' see , womens doin ' lak dat , git t in '  d e  foo t 

track an ' pins , dat ' s  not all o f  i t . 
Yo ' see if a woman - now , ah don ' t know ' c uz ah ain ' t nevah did nuthin , but 

ah hear ' d  i t . [They] say , if a woman goin ' wi t chure man , he care de mos '  fo ' 
yo ' ,  an ' yo ' ain ' t  tryin ' tuh ,  yo ' know , d o  nuthin but jes ' tryin ' to keep de 
man a Zi ' Ze out de way ,  an ' she tryin ' tuh do somep in tuh ' im .  

Yo 1 mus t  always do lak d i s , say he goin ' wi t ' er an ' he ca ' mo ' fo ' ' er .  
Well , she ' s  got ' a  make him ca ' mo ' fo ' her d en he do yo ' .  Yo ' got ' a  g i t  ' is 
track den ,  but chew git it in a d i f f ' ren ' way. ' S tead [ instead ] of gittin ' it 
fahwahds ,  yo ' gits it b ackwahds .  But chew take it an ' yo ' ca ' it tuh a ant s  
[nes t ] - j i s '  lak , yo ' know , i n  d e  summah . J i s ' lak yo ' see a ant s nes t an ' 
ant s  t o t in ' d i r t  in an ' out . Dis is ca ' in '  [carrying ] it in j i s '  [ l ike ] ah ' m  
g i t t in '  love . Yo ' got ' a  git de woman ' s  t rack d i s  t ime , not de man ' s t rack . Git 
de woman ' s  track . Yo ' ca ' it tuh a ant s  nest where de ant s  totin ' dirt in an ' 
out an ' put i t  down dere . An ' yo ' go t uh put t in '  it down where de ant s  totin ' 
in dere . Yo ' know how ant s  tote in . An ' yo ' name de same thing : ' 'Name of de 
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Fathah, de Son an ' de Ho ly Ghost , make her l eave d is t own . " An' yo ' know , as 
yo '  thinkin ' [ all this ] yo ' spr inkle it . Well , j is '  as de ant s  tote it in , she 
got ' a  go . Well , dat ' s  d e  woman . 

Fo ' d e  man , well , yo ' d on ' t put i t  down in no ant s  nes t . J i s ' tie i t  up in 
a hans ' cuff [ handkerchief ] an ' yo ' got ' a  put nine pins in der e . 

[Here I turned o f f  machine thinking she had ended and had t o  restart by r e
p eat ing what had b een lost . ] 

(Put i t  in your b edspring? ) 
Put dat undah de haid of yore mattress an '  sleep on it . But de woman yo ' 

got ' a  f ind a ants nest where de ants totin '  in de d ir t .  
[ Informant now tells an experience o f  hers , an experience s imilar t o  the one 

told in , vol • • ] 
Dis wus a man pass in ' through [ town ] . Ah d idn ' t know ' im an ' he d idn ' t know 

me .  Ah wus on mah way tuh a party one night an ' he said , "Lady , " he said , "ah ' m  
hongry . Ah wan ' t s omepin tuh eat . I f  yo ' d give me twenty cent s , 1 1 an ' he said , 
"dat ' s  not de price , ah ' d  tell yo ' somepin . "  He wus a big mulatt o  man . He 
wer en ' t  no white man , he wus a colored man . 

Ah says , "Well , ah ' ll give yo ' mo ' den twenty c ents , "  ah said , "heah ' s  thir ty 
cents . "  

An '  heah ' s  whut he tole me . An '  he tole it s o  s traight . Ah had nevah s eed 
de man b efo ' an ' he had n evah seen me , but he tole me who [ what woman ] mah man 
vus gone wit an ' how he look ed an ' evahthing , an '  whut she wus tryin ' tuh d o , an ' 
vhut fo ' me tuh d o . An '  ah ' d  called ' im back an ' ah ' d  sweah d e  man wus cra zy . 
But ah d one whut he tole me [ to bring back my man ] . De dog ! �' dat walk r ight 
of f an ' left me . He come right back tuh me an ' ah ain ' t had no mo ' troub le wit 
1 im s ince . 

Ah wus dressed an ' ah s tart out tuh de par ty .  Well , i t  wus a b i g  mulatto man 
an '  he came rapped on d e  d o ' . He d id give his name but ah ain ' t  goin ' tell no 
s tory , ah cain ' t r emembah ' is name now . 

He says , "Well , where yo ' go in ' , lady? S ee yo ' dress ed . "  Ah an ' mah s i s tah 
[were going to the party ] , but ah ' m  j is '  talkin ' ' bout mahs el f . He wus talkin ' 
tuh me .  

He says , "Ah lak yore future . "  Aftah dis , ast ' im  tuh come in . 
Ah say , "Ah 1 m go in ' tuh a part y . "  
He says , "Whut part y  yo ' go in ' t o ? " He says , "Ah think ah mostly know wit ' out 

chew tell me . "  
Ah says , "Ah ' m  go in ' d own heah in Thomast own . "  [ I  said i t ] j is '  lak dat . 
He say , "Well , yo ' dr inkin ' . "  Dat wus ' is words . 
Ah said , "Ah ' m  drinkin ' ? " 
He say , "Yeah . " 
Ah said , "Ah d id have ' bout a d ime ' s dr ink but no mo ' . "  [ This was a dime ' s  

drink back in 1 9 3 9 , not in 1 9 7 6 , and i t  was the cheap es t  moonshine available . ]  
He said , "Well , yo ' go in ' tuh de part y  tuhnight . He ' s  daid an ' yo ' goin ' 

prepar in ' tuh raise hell . 1 1 Said , "But if yo ' gived me twenty cents • ah ' 11  t ell 
yo '  s omp in . "  

Ah say , "Well , whut chew gona tell me? "  
He says , "Yo ' worryin ' , "  says , "yo ' re not sat isf ied . "  HE SAYS , " IT ' S  A WMAN 

BUT SHE ' S NOT YORE COMPLEXION , 1 1 SAYS , "YO ' S KINDA TEASY , WHUT CHEW CALL CHOCOLATE 
BB..Olti , BUT DIS WOMAN I S  BLAC K . " He says , "Whut chew call a [ something ] or s ome 
k:inda black woman [ s omething ] .  Say , "But d is woman tryin ' t ake yore man . "  Dat 
vhut he said , " D i s  woman tryin ' uh take yore man . 1 1 

An '  he say , "When d is woman tryin ' ' uh take yore man ,  if yo ' give me twenty 
c:ent s ,  ah tell yo ' how tuh git ' im from ' er ' tent ion . "  An '  he say ,  "Ah oughta 
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charge mo ' den dat , "  he said , "but ah ' s  hongry an ' ah want somepin uh eat . "  But 
he wus a colored man . We wus ga in ' tuh a barbecue , ah an ' dis girl . 

Ah say , "Well , if yo ' come go tuh de party , ah ' ll buy yo ' somp in . " 
He say , "Well , if yo ' promise me fo ' shuah yo ' ll buy me somep in uh eat , ah ' ll 

pay yo ' ' fore yo ' gits dere . BUT IF YO ' DON ' PAY ME DE MONEY , WHUT AH TELL YO ' 
WON ' T  DO YO ' NO GOOD . " 

Ah said , "Well , come on . " 
He said , "Yo ' gain ' wit de man an ' , "  he said , "de man love yo ' an ' yo ' love de 

man , an ' , "  he say , "j i s ' lak he come an ' familiahize [ familiarize ] wit chew. He 
don ' t stay heah an ' life [ live ] wit chew ,  do he? " 

Ah says , "He sho ' don ' t . "  Ah says , "Me an ' ' im quit . "  Ah said , "He lived 
down dere wit dem othah wimmins ,  went crazy ' bout ' em . " 

He say , "Well , when he step out de [ do o r ] ,  j i s '  lak he step , yo ' go out an ' 
yo ' git ' is right fee t , git ' is r i ght track . " Says , "When he s t ep out , don ' chew 
g o  r ight b ehin ' ' im .  D e  t ime [ after ] he go , git ' i s right track . " 

Ah didn ' t even pay ' t ent ion . Ah put on mah coat , de one dat ah wuz weahin ' 
roun ' . 

He say , "Git it from de t o e  an ' rake it back tuh de heel , an ' git somepin 
kinda slick an ' , "  he say , "whut yo ' pick up on dere , t ake an ' t ie it up in a 
hans ' cuf£ . "  An ' he say , "When yo ' t ie i t  up in a hans ' cuff , yo 1 git nine straiglt: 
pins , an ' if dere any woman dat chew think he goes wi t , what evah dere name dat 
chew think i s  yore enemies , yo ' call ' em name by name . An ' j es '  as yo ' call ' em 
name by name , yo ' stick dat pin in dat hans ' cuff an ' dat dirt t ill yo ' git de 
nine p ins in dere . "  An ' [ he ]  say , "When yo ' git ' em in dere , hal ' up de haid o f  
yor e  matt ress an ' put it [ handkerchief with pin s ]  on yore springs , an ' let yore 
mattress fall back down an ' sleep on it . "  AN '  SAY , "HE ' LL COME TUH YO ' MO ' SO 
DEN HE ' LL GO TUH DIS OTHAH WOMAN . " SAY 1 "HE MAY GO BACK TUH D I S  OTHAH WOMAN BUT 
HE WON ' T  MEAN ' ER NO GOOD . HE ' LL MEAN YO ' DE GOOD . " 

(Then what else did he tell you about - there ' s  something else about gett ing 
rid of the women? ) 

About de girl . Well , he j es '  left an ' heah ah t hought that • • •  
He says , "Now , if yo ' wanta git rid o f  dis woman , if he go wit yo ' • • •  " She 

lived down on - ah live on [ something ] Street , 1001 1 an ' she lived on [ something ] 
S t r eet , way down a t  d e  [ something ] Garden . 

"Yo ' wanta git rid o f  dis woman he gain ' wit , "  say , "but i f  yo ' don ' t do it , 
if yo ' d o  lak yo ' did de firs ' t ime , it ' ll backward s an ' fo ' wards . If yo ' wanta 
git dis woman out of town , "  say , "yo ' go tuh her . She ain ' t comin ' where yo ' 
live , cuz she ' s scared o f  yo ' . "  Dat ' s  whut he said . " But chew go tuh ' er home . 
S he goes tuh wo rk evah mawnin ' . "  But he wun ' t lyin ' . She d o  go tuh work an'  ah 
know it . "Yo ' know whut kind a shoes she weahs? " 

Ah said , "Yah , ah do . "  
S ay , "Now , ah got de r ight feet of his ' n .  Yo ' git de left feet of ' er track 

an ' don ' t rake it fr om de t oe . " " See , "  [ says informant ] ah rake his ' n  from de 
to e . " [ He ]  say , "Yo ' take it from de heel . Take it up an ' put in a p iece o f  
papah an ' ca it tuh a ant s  nes t . " Now dis i s  a d i f f ' r en ' stor y .  

"Yo ' see how de ant s , "  he says , "wo rk all day . Yo ' ve seen dat . See , dey b e  
tot in '  it in b u t  d e y  don ' t t o t e  i t  out . When dey come out , dey come o u t  aftah 
ci ' in '  it t hrough [ the hole ] . "  J i s ' lak d o s e  ant s wit ' in dey nest , he don ' t 
nevah t o t e  out , he t o t e s  i n .  

He say s , "Yo ' t ake d i s  woman ' s  t rack an ' rake it from d e  b a c k  o f  ' er heel , de 
left foot , an ' ca ' it tuh a ant s nest . Go t ill yo ' find a ant s nest , totin ' in
an ' out , "  [ he ]  says , " i f  yo ' have tuh wait t ill de summ.ah. If yo ' cain ' t run tuh 
de south , "  say , "yo ' wait t i ll den [ warmer weather ] an ' dey ant s t o t in '  in . " 
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[ Down the coast from Maryland the " south" was always f arther s outh - author . ]  
An '  he say , "Yo ' j is '  stan '  up dere where yo ' see all dem red ants es t otin ' 

dat dirt intuh de hole , an ' yo ' has it in a papah o r  hans ' cu f f  an ' j es '  spr inkle 
it down , In de Name of de Fathah_, an ' de Ho ly Ghost_, whut do yo ' want wit mah 
man? An ' ah want mah man fo ' ah need mah man mahself. An ' j is ' drop it dere an ' 
spr inkle it . "  

An '  de ants will come p ick up dis dirt whut ah br ing from anothah place an ' 
dey goin ' tote it in der e .  An ' dat ' s  j is '  how she ' ll tramp [become a tramp , a 
wanderer ] .  When ah sprinkle it down dere an ' dey tote it , she ' ll have tuh leave 
dis town . I f  yo ' wanta git rid o f  ' er ,  yo ' j is '  carry it tuh a ants nest an ' 
yo ' ll be rid o f  de woman . 

He say , "De man goin ' stay ' cuz yo ' s  sleep in ' on ' is dirt undahhaid [ under 
your head ] . But de woman will have tuh leave town. She will leave de town an ' 
won ' t even know how she leave . " 

(Well , did you do that , then? ) 
DID All DO IT ? AH ' VE GOT ' IM BUT AH AIN ' T  GOIN ' STOLE [ STEAL ]  HIM . AH AIN ' T  

RUN ' ER YET , BECUZ IT AIN ' T  BEEN BUT A COUPLE OF MONTHS BACK .  WELL , YO ' KNOW, 
IT ' S  WINTAHTIME AN ' DE ANTSES AIN ' T  TOTIN ' IN TOO MUCH DIRT . IT ' S  WINTAH . 

But ah tried i t  ' bout put t in ' de p ins intuh him [ his f o o t  tracks ] .  BUT All 
KNOW ONE THING , HE ' S  QUIT [ HER] . BUT AH ' LL BE DOGGED IF AH AIN ' T  GOT ' IM .  I F  
SHE SEE HIM, SHE S E E  HIM ON DE FLY , ' CUZ SHE SHORE WON ' T  KETCH ' IM REG ' LAH .  

(Well , are you wait ing now unt il the ants c ome out before you run her ? ) 
AH ' M GONA "RUN" ' ER THOUGH . AH ' M JES ' AS GOOD TUH RUN ' ER AS All ' M SETTIN ' 

IN DI S CHAIR. She go tuh work evah day r i ght by mah house . All ah gotta do -
ah ' m  gonna grab ' er left-feeted track an ' ah ' m  gona git me a ants nest . 

She ' s  de o nliest one give me trouble wit mah man , an ' s o on as ah git dat she 
won ' t give me no trouble . JIS ' AS FUR NO ' TH AS AH WANT ' ER TUH GO ,  SHE GOIN ' . 
AH ' M GONA NAME DE CITY WHEN AH ' M  DROPPIN ' DE DIRT AN ' WE SEE HOW FUR SHE ' LL GO .  
[ This woman had a good s to ry but she hopped around the room and kep t repeating 

and repea t ing . ]  [ Florence , s .  Car . , ( 1 2 9 0 ) , 218 7 : 4 . ] 
9 8 11 . [ The r ite that follows is a f olding-into-triangles r ite , a fairly c om

mon belief for which also see : Nos . 318 9 ,  35 2 7 ,  vol . 3 ;  8648 , 8 7 6 6  with diagrams , 
8 7 67 , 8 7 68 , vol . 4 .  There are also r ites f olding into squares : 3162 and 318 2 , 

vol . 3 ,  as well as f olding 
into oblongs , 3184 , vol . J . ] 

HERE IS ANOTHER VERSION OF THE TRIANGLE RIT E  
9 NEW PINS - SQUARE PIECE OF NEW HOMESPUN 
FOLD FROM YOU ONE CORNER OF CLOTH TO DIAGONALLY 
OPPOSITE CORNER MAKING 2 TRIANGLES - AGAIN 
FOLD TO OPPOSITE CORNER INTO 4 TRIANGLES - AGAIN 
FOLD TO OPPOSITE CORNER INTO 8 TRIANGLES - INTO 
THE 3 CORNERS OF THESE 8 SUPERIMPOS ED 
TRIANGLE S  - CROSS 2 PINS = 6 PINS - TURN OVER 
TRIANGLE AND IN C ENTER - CROSS 3 PIN PINWHEEL 
THI S DESI GN  I S  CARRIED IN POCKET FOR LUCK 

Yo ' buy a papah o f  p ins -
aw, j es '  as much as yo ' wanta . 
Yo ' git nine new p ins .  Listen 
now , git chew a p iece of new 
homespun c l o th ' bout dat long 
[ demons trates ] .  
(About s ix  o r  seven inches 
long . ) 
Yes s uh , an ' yo ' fol ' dit . Yo ' 
see yo ' f o l ' dit dis way first 
[ demons trates ] .  
(Go ing away from you first . )  
Den yo ' take it an '  f ol '  dit 
back lak da t .  Yo ' understan '  

now, dat ' s  two f old dere den . Den yo ' f o l ' dit again . All r ight . Yo ' take two 
p ins - now listen .  Two new p ins an ' make a stah [ star ]  in d is cornah , an ' take 
anothah two [ new p ins ] - dat ' s  f o ' ain ' t i t ?  An '  put a stah in dat cornah . Den 
dat in de f irs ' cornah . Den in de cornah dere yo ' make yore firs ' lap . All 
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right 1 now dat ' s fo ' [pins ] . Den yo ' take two an ' put ' em  straight up an ' down 
on dis s ide dis way . Po int it dat-a-way 1 dat sharp point . Den yo ' take two mo ' 
an ' turn it down an ' take de middle an ' turn it  lak dat [demonstrate s ] . Dat ' s  
nine . An ' to te it in yore pocket or  in yore pocketbook . Dat will give yo ' all 
de sharp luck yo ' want . 

(Just to be sure of  that . Suppo se you show me how you wrap that up now. How 
you fold that . )  

All r ight 1 ah will . L isten now . Yo ' see 1 dis is a cornah 1 an ' dere ' s  ano thah 
cornah 1 but it may b e  j es '  about dat odd 1 yo ' see . Cut in a cornah . Den yo ' 
turn dat cornah lak dat . Dat ' s one fold isn ' t it?  

(Yes . ) 
All r ight 1 yo ' take dis ovah heah lak dat . Dat two fold isn ' t it? 
(That ' s  two folds . )  
When yo ' take dat ovah dere 1 dat ' s three ain ' t it? 
(That ' s  the whole p iec e you are talking about ? )  
Yeah 1 dat ' s de whole p iec e . 
(Now wait a minute 1 you ' ve got the paper now . ) 
[ I  hand informant a piec e  of  paper to fold . ] 
Ah think dis ' ll be  a l ittle b it too large [b egins to fold ] . 
(You fold it . All right 1 now there ' s  the p iec e . Wait l Now you fold over one 

corner - you fold one corner over the other corner . Then you take the other cor
ner and fold i t  over the other corner 1 as if you were making a little [ paper ] hat 
that you put on your head . ) 

Dat ' s  r ight . Den yo ' takes an ' fold it dere . 
(Then you take one of  tho se and fold it l ike you are making a little boat 

now? ) 
Dat ' s it . Now yo ' take dis an '  yo ' make a stah on dis end . Two .  
(Two pins down there like a "V" in that corner? ) 
[ "V" is  no t the shape here . S ince informant call s it a "star 1 "  the two pins 

are cro ssed . ] 
Put de othah ones in dis  cornah . Dat one dere . Yo ' undahstan '  dat . Den yo ' 

take den ovah heah an ' yo ' put two . Dat ' s six isn ' t it? Don ' chew see? All 
right . Well 1 den yo ' take two mo ' of dem an ' turn ' em  down - on de opposite 
s ide 1 yes . Well 1 now dat ' ll be  eight 1 isn ' t it? Dat leaves a odd one 1 isn ' t 
it? Take de odd one an ' stick it right in de  middle . 

(Right in the center? ) 
Yeah. 
(You have four parallel p ins and the ninth [ f if th ]  crossing . Now wait ! At 

one end you have the two in the shape of  the "V" and then at the po int of  the 
hat you have two in the shap e of a "V" . And then in that triangle you have the 
four "V ' s" parallel 1 four up and two are down . Then you have the ninth p in 
across them . ) 

That ' s  correc t . 
(Now what do you do with that ? )  

Now yo ' take dat an ' yo ' will fold it lak dat 1 an ' to te it in yore pocket or 
in yore pocketbook 1  an ' it will give yo ' sharp Zuak.  An ' nobody can ' t hurt chew. 
[ Sumter . s .  Car . 1 (134 3 )  1 23 24 : 5 . ] 

9812 . Use de  pins an ' needle s .  Yo ' kin use it fo ' nine point s or eighteen 
points . Dat ' s  tuh make love an ' tuh hold a person . 

(How do they do that? ) 
Well 1 yo ' kin take yo ' a bran ' -new nine . Ah ' m  goin ' use nine po int s .  It ' s  

accordin ' tuh how many points . It runs from nine tuh eighteen po int s .  If yo ' 
go in ' tuh nine point s 1 yo ' kin git chew nine bran ' -new needles dat nevah been 
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used . An ' yo ' git chew nine bran ' -new p ins dat nevah been used , an ' yo ' take a 
piece of clot ' [any kind o f  cloth] lak d is [demonstrat es ] an ' yo ' run one needle 

9 PINS - 9 NEEDLE S - ALL NEW - STICK INTO CLOTH 
ALTERNATE : NEEDLE AND PIN - HEAD AND POINT 
WRAP UP TIGHT - HIDE UNDER ANY SIDE OF HOUSE 
DAT 'S TUH MAKE LOVE AN ' TUH HOLD A PERSON 

IF PERSON IGNORE S  YOU - REVERSE THE PACKAGE 

dat way an ' run one d is way , 
see [demonstrat es ] .  
(You alt ernat e them . ) 

Yes , but when yo ' put a needle , 
yo ' put a pin ;  yo ' put a needle 
an ' yo ' put a p in .  Dat ' s  de 
way yo ' do . [You alt ernate 

needles and p ins which are alt ernat ed heads and tails . ] An ' den yo ' wrap dat 
up - j es '  wrap it up good an ' t ight lak dat - an ' yo ' kin put dat somewhere ;  
seal [ conc eal ] dat undah each [any ] s ide o f  de hous e .  See . An ' yo ' kin control 
dose people by  dat needle . Now if  dey seems tub b e  cold towards yuh an ' yo ' wan' 
dem tub be friendly tub yo ' ,  yo ' go tub dose needl es an ' p ick ' em  up an ' j es '  
turn ' em aroun ' - r everse d em .  I f  yo ' got ' em  layin ' d is way [ demonstrat es ] j es '  
take d is end an ' turn it back heah . J est revers e it . Any t ime dat anything o c
curs wit chew an ' dat party , why yo ' j es '  reverse d o s e  needl es an ' dat ' ll keep 
' em  r ight tub yo ' .  Evah t ime yo ' revers e it , dat brings d er e  mind tub yo ' , see .  
An' yo ' us e dem [ the needles o r  the person o r  both] dat way . [Waycross , Ga . , 
(11 6 6 ) , 196 0 : 3 . ] 

9813 . Well , yo ' go 
an ' nine safety p ins . 

git chew nine needl es , nine p ins ; j es '  take nine needles 
Jes '  cross de needles an ' put de p ins up an ' dawn . See , 

9 NEEDLE S - 9 OPEN SAFETY PIN S  - CRO S SED IN CLOTH 
WRAP CLOTH - LAY OR BURY UNDER STEP S TO BRING 

CUSTOMERS AND TO RUN AWAY UNWANTED PERSON AND LAW 

heah ' s de needles crossed 
an ' heah ' s de safety pins 
acro ss dem. Lak if yo'  have 
a p iece o f  cloth heah [demon
strat es ] an ' yo ' stick a 

needle across in it dere , yo ' st ick a safety p in lak dat [demonstrates ]  but don ' t 
hook it . 

(You put the safety pin across this needle r ight in the cloth . )  
Dat ' s  r ight , but don ' hook it , undahs tan ' .  An ' yo ' take dat den - aftah yo ' 

git ' em in dere , yo ' take dat p iece o f  cloth , if dey anywhere aroun ' neah an ' 
j es '  take i t  - yo ' ain ' t gotta bury it if  yo ' don ' wanta .  Yo ' kin wrap it . Yo ' 
kin bury i t  middleways of d e  step s , i f  yo ' git undah der e .  Go right middleway 
o f  yore step s . Don ' t have [ to ]  bury i t  o r  yo ' kin do it , j es '  in de middleways 
of de step s . Dey ain ' t go in ' stay dere long ' fore dey be gone . 

(This will move them out . )  
Yes s ir , dey won ' come roun ' . Dey won ' even come up dat steps no mo ' . 
Dem same nine needles ah ' s  tell in ' yo ' ' bout , dem same nine needles , yo ' ll 

cross de firs ' one across . Put de needles ' cross an ' de  pins straight up an ' 
down - de safety p ins . 

(Get a p iec e o f  cloth like that ? )  
Yes , an ' put d em  in dere an ' let ' em  stay in dere , an ' put it ' way somewhere .  

' St ead [ instead ] o f  ' im goin ' off , he ' ll stay roun ' dere . D e  person dat ' s  b een 
bothahin ' yo ' is goin ' tub leave dere , an ' de law ain ' t hardly goin ' come . Dat ' s  
whensomevah yo ' wants tuh run dis person dat ' s  bothahin ' yo ' , an '  whensomevah yo ' 
wants yore customah tub come tub yore house an ' de police tub stay away . [ Fay
et t eville N .  Car . , (14 5 0 ) , 2 6 3 5 : 2  & 5 j oined . ] 

9814 . Ah .don ' t know what de herb are , but yo ' take dem nine needles if a 
woman come tub yo ' [ informant thinks I am a doator] an ' want a man . He [ the 
want ed man ] got anothah woman an ' she want tub git ' im . He [doator] tell ' er 
tub take nine needles an ' put ' em  on a thread . Have one j es '  a li ' l  bit ' bove 
de othah . [ In formant is illustrat ing . ]  Jes ' come right on - nevah let ' em  b e  
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even - j es '  come a li ' l  b i t  above de o thah .  An ' tell ' er tuh take dem nine nee-

TO TAKE A MAN AWAY FROM ANOTHER WOMAN 
THREAD 9 NEEDLES ONE ABOVE THE OTHER 
BURY UNDER DOORSTEP WITH UNKNOWN HERBS 
WANTED MAN COMES BUT NOT OTHER WOMAN 

dles an ' b ury ' em undah de do ' s tep . 
Wel l , evah who [ whoever ] dis man is , if 
she wan ' ' im, he ' s  comin ' an ' de [ other ] 
woman can ' t [ do anything ab out i t ]  ' cuz 
she got ' er wit dem needles , see . Now , 
ah know dat ' s  t r ue cuz • • •  
(She can ' t come , why? ) 
She can ' t come where he is , no s ir .  

She can ' t g o  tuh save huh l i fe . [ S avannah , Ga . , ( 1 261) , 214 3 : 3 . ] 

THREAD 9 NEEDLES - OVER DOOR - BRINGS LOVER 
9 81 5 .  Take nine needles an ' string 
' em with a thread , string ' em up 
ovah yuh front doah , an ' make any

one yo ' love come tuh yuh . [ Wilmington , N .  Car . , ( 20 5 ) , 113 : 5+8 5 . ]  

THREAD 9 GOLDEYE NEEDLE S - STICK INTO CORK STOPPER 
PUT THI S IN PERSON ' S  MATTRE S S  - CANNOT REST ON IT 

9 8 1 6 . Gi t nine goldeye nee
dles an ' put ' em on a s tring 
an ' put a cork s topper in de 
end of ' em [ st ick needles 

into s t opper ] an ' put ' em in anybody ' s  mat tre s s , an ' dey won ' t rest dere . Dey 
can ' t res t on dere . [ Waycro s s , Ga . , ( 1 1 3 4 ) , 184 2 : 6 . ] 

9 81 7 .  Git chew some needle s ,  lak a pack of needles , an ' j i s '  b e fo ' dey be 
used [ get new needles ] .  An ' lak - g o  r ight , [ point s ] lak dat dat person ' s do ' 
right dere . An ' g i t  dat needle , yo ' know , an ' dig dat needle [ into the door ] , 

9 NEEDLE S CRO S S ED IN DOOR MAKE S PERSON MOVE 
yo ' know . Plant it j is ' lak yo ' 
dig it in roun ' lak dis [ demon
s t rates ] .  Dig one lak dis , put 

one lak dat , an ' take one , yo ' know , cro s s in ' it right in front [ o f ] dat per
son ' s do ' .  See . [ Al l  this has b een acted out . ] An ' when dose needles b egin 
tuh git rus ty ,  wel l  dat j i s '  begin tuh make ' em up set in de house , yo ' see . It  
will make ' em upset wit de landlord an ' den de landlord put ' em out . [ The pre
ceding dat dat = that that = that is that = like that is that person ' s door . ] 

(On that door , you put one needle like that [ I  demons t rate ] ,  and then you put 
one needle like that . Follow me [ pay at tention ] . You put one needle like that , 
then you put one on top of it like that , and then you put another one on top l ike 
that . You j us t  keep cro s s ing them . How many do you put in there? ) 

Yes , yo ' put nine . 
(That is al l you have t o  do , us e those nine needles? ) 
Use those nine needles .  [ Algier , La . , ( 1 5 9 0 ) , 29 8 6 : 5 . ] 
9 81 8 .  Dey ' ll t ake dat an ' dey ' ll go t uh verk [ work ] cuz dey kin git nine 

needles - now l i s ten ,  nine needle s .  S top dat up , put dat in a b o t t le an ' dey ' ll 

9 NEEDLE S AND VICTIM ' S BATHWATER 
BOTTLED UNDER DOORSTEP KEEPS HOME 

9 N EEDLES STOPPED UP IN BOTTLE - UNDER STEPS 
SAYING : "GIT OUT CHURE YO ' DAMN DEVIL ! GO ! "  

turn dat cross yuh s tep - cro s s  
de do ' s t ep - an ' yuh can ' t go , 
nei thah cross it . 
(They put this b ath water of 
yours in this bottle t o  keep you 
in the house . )  [ Charles ton , S .  
Car . , (j us t be fore 51 7 ) , 6 03 : 3 . ] 
9 8 1 9 . Wel l , i f  i t ' s  anyb ody dat 
yo ' wanted tuh move outa de house , 
yo ' take nine needles an ' put i t  
in a bot t le an ' s top it up t ight , 

an ' b ury i t  undahneat ' de s tep s an ' tell ' em ,  "Git out chere yo ' damn devil ! 
Go l "  Wel l ,  dey ' ll go . [ Brunswick ,  Ga . , ( 1 21 0 ) , 2 0 4 6 : 1 2 . ] 



- Hoodoo - Conj uration - Wi tchcraf t  - Roo twork - 3865 

9 8 20 .  Lat sa people dey take nine needles , bran ' -new needles an ' dey git a 
piece o f  lodes tone an ' put ' em in dis way an '  dat-a-way [ demonstrates ] • • • •  

(Now wait . [ I  try to repeat informant ' s  demons trat ion . ]  Put in this way 
and that way? ) [ I  am making a cross . ]  

Yes sir , cross [ demonstrates ] .  
(Cross them all . ) 

An ' den yo ' go t uh a blacksmi th shop an ' git chew some anvi l dust , de steel 
from de anvil where dey make d e  iron , an ' put it in dere . An ' git chew a piece 

9 NEW NEEDLE S - LODE S TONE - ANVIL DUST - SILVER DIME 
PUT EVERYTHING IN FORM OF CRO S S  - S EW INTO BAG 
FEED THI S HAND WITH WHI SKEY - LET NO ONE TOUCH IT 
YOU WILL ALWAYS HAVE S ILVER MONEY 

of lodestone an ' put t en 
cen t s  [ a  silver dime ] in 
it . I t ' s  lucky tuh yuh 
if yo ' keep it an ' let 
nobody touch it . Feed it 
wi t whiskey . Yo ' ll  always 
have silvah money . 
[ Even during my collec ting 

days back in 1 9 3 8  the p receding anvi l dust never saw an anvil ; it caae from ma
chine-shop filings . Anvi l dust and steel dust were the same thing , depending 
upon age , si z e , color , etc . ] 

[ In the following comment I am no t talking for informant ' s  benefit , I am an
no tat ing fo r the future . ] 

(Now in put t ing these needles , you put one needle like that , and then you put 
another needle on there like that - like a cross , sor t of like little squares , 
like t ick- tack- t oe . ) 

Yes . [ Everything is arranged or sprinkled int o  the form o f  a cross before 
the combined mat erials are put in the bag . ] [ Mobile , Ala . , ( 6 7 1 ) , 885 : 8 . ] 

9 8 21 .  Ah ' ve hear ' d  dey could bury - dey t ies nine needles togetbah an '  grease 
dem wi th de grease dey call axle grease an ' bury dem dat ways . An '  hit on dem 

TIE 9 NEEDLE S TOGETHER - GREASE WITH AXLE GREASE 
BURY IN FRONT OF DOOR - OR DIVIDE INTO 3 GROUP S 
TIED - BEFORE DOOR - HIT E I THER ONCE DAILY 9 DAY S 
DAT 'S TUH DRIVE A PERSON AWAY • • •  JES ' DIE 
NAILS COULD B E  SUBSTITUTED FOR NEEDLE S 

nine times , no t hit dem all 
on de same mavnin ' .  Dey bury 
' em in three parts in front 
of de do ' an ' hit ' em  nine 
times fo ' nine .avoiD ' s .  
(Hi t them once each morning? ) 
Once each mawn.in ' an' dat 

will - dat ' s  t uh drive a per son away 
Nails also [ can b e  used ] . 

yo ' know , j es '  die . Yo ' ll j es '  fade away . 

(Ei ther nails , or needles and pins? ) 
The pins , eithah nails . 
(And the needles . And you put three , in group s o f  three . And you aust hit 

each one o f  those once? ) 
Yes . [Wilson , N .  Car . , (1454) , 2 6 4 3 : 20 . ] 
9 8 2 2 .  Yo ' j es '  take nine pins , dat i f  yo ' got anybody an ' don ' t  want ' em 

around yo ' .  Yo ' j es '  take nine pins an ' stick ' em  up in a roll or somp in yo ' 

9 P IN S  - HIDDEN IN HOUSE - EACH MORNING 9 DAY S 
PULL OUT P IN - WALK OUTS IDE - THROW OVER LEFT 
SHOULDER - LAST DAY VICTIM WILL LEAVE TOWN 

got in de bouse , so no body 
couldn ' t see ' em . An '  evah 
mawnin ' yo ' git up fo ' nine 
mawnin ' s an' yo ' pull one dose 
pins outs an' j es '  t hrow it 

right ovah yore shouldah . Walk on outside an '  throw it ovah yore shouldah j es ' 
lak nobody see where yo ' throw it . Nobody know wbut chew do in ' . Jes ' evah 
mawnin ' fo ' nine mawnin ' s  an ' d e  las ' day he ' s  gone . He ' ll leave dat t own . 

(You put these pins in his house and you throw them. Show me how you throw 
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them over your shoulder . )  
Jes ' ' sposed tuh throw ' em dat ways . 
(Over the left shoulder . )  

Yes . [Wilson , N .  Car . , ( 1 5 0 9 ) , 2 6 7 7 : 6 . ] 
9 8 2 3 . Dey kin bury nine needles . P o int de nine needles up an ' put dem intuh 

de groun ' . An ' yo ' walk ovah dem nine needles . An ' dey have de p o ints right 

9 NEEDLES OR 9 NAILS BURIED POINTS UPWARD AT DOOR 
MAGICALLY CAUSE PAINS IN FEET PAS S ING OVER THEM 

s traight up from de groun ' 
an ' put dat right in de mid
dle of yore do ' .  

nails . Put nine nails wit dose nine needles an ' 
see , an ' dose p oints . Dat goes intuh yuh . 

An '  den dey kin put nine 
yo ' walk ovah dose nails , yo ' 

(You don ' t have to s tep on them? ) 
No , yo ' don ' have tuh s tep on ' em .  Dey have ' em buried , but dey have ' em 

pointed upwards . Yeah , dey has ' em  pointed upwards . 
(What would that do to you then? ) 
Dat would give yuh pains . [Waycross , Ga . , (1116) , 1 7 91 : 2 . ]  
9 8 24 . Why ah could come up tuh yuh ev ' ry day an ' git me a p in or eithah a 

needle . I f  ah don ' b orrah a pin from yuh ah ' ll b orrah a needle from yuh . Well , 

BORROW : 9 NEEDLES - 9 PINS - SALT - BLACK OR RED 
PEPPER - STOP UP NEEDLES AND PINS IN HOLE MADE 
IN GREEN TREE - IN 9 DAYS YOU WILL BE DEAD 

when ah git s  mahself nine 
needles an ' nine pins , well 
all right . Ah goin ' come an ' 
b orrah salt o r  eithah b lack 
peppah from yuh , or eithah 

red peppah from yuh . Well , ah done b orrahed an ' b orrahed it . Ah knows mah num
b ah what ah done got from yuh . Ah done got nine pins an ' nine needles from yuh . 
Ah take s ' em an ' carried ' em tuh a green tree , an ' ah takes an ' digs a li ' l  hole 
in dat green tree , an ' ah - see , ah got a cork s t oppah . An ' ah put dem needles 
an ' pins , drive ' em in dere , an ' ah take dis cork s t oppah an ' s t op ' em in der e .  
Well , i n  ab out nine days yo ' ll b e  daid . [ Informant names vic t im b y  intention ; 
b esides , vic t im has handled the articles . ]  [ Jacksonville , Fla . , (591) , 7 6 2 : 6 . ] 

9 8 2 5 . [That ] create dissatis faction in a man ' s home . They kin take and b o t -
tle them .  Take so many pins and s o  many needles - ab out nine [ each] - so it ' s  

9 NEEDLES - 9 PINS - STICK INTO FLANNEL - PUT IN 
BAG - ADD SWEEPINGS FROM VICTIM ' S HOUSE - ALL 
BOTTLED - THI S CAUSES D I S SATI S FACTION THERE 

a odd numb er . You put them 
pins and needles , s t ick them 
through a piece o f  flannel . 
Roll ' em  up and drop ' em in 
a b ag .  Well , natchly in pass

ing in de house , in and out , i f  you kin get some of de dus t that they sweep up 
o f f  the floor , yo ' put s that in that b o ttle too . And as long as you keep it , 
why it causes a great dissatisfac tion in the home , so as t o  completely break it 
up . I t ' s  never known but dey use them needles and pins that way t o  c aus e dis
satisfac tion in the home . [Nor folk , Va . , (4 7 0 ) , 4 7 9 : 7 . ] 

9 8 2 6 . I f  you want somep in t o  happen , somepin t o  do , he said yo ' take nine 
needles an ' b ury ' em  ab out a foot deep in the ground , an ' [ take] a red onion an ' 

BURY 1 FOOT DEEP A RED ONION INTO WHICH YOU 
HAVE STUCK 9 NEW NEEDLES - OVERCOMES OBSTACLES 

put with it . An ' take one of 
those [packages ] of needles an ' 
s tick in that onion . An ' yo ' ll 
overcome all ob s ticles . He 

s aid they had t o  b e  go Zdeye needles . [Wilmingt on ,  N .  C ar . , ( 3 1 0 ) , 2 3 7 : 7+85 . ]  
9 8 2 7 . Tuh b r ing yore sweetheart b ack , take a han ' ke ' ch ' ef an ' write his name 

in de centah o f  dat han ' ke ' ch ' ef an ' fold it up . An '  yo ' git chew nine new nee
dles , sewin ' needles , yo ' undahs tan ' .  An ' aftah yo ' git dose needles , yo ' take 
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dose needles an ' yo ' stick one i n  dis  way [demonstrat es ] right intuh dat name , 
an '  yo ' stick one dat way , an ' one go dis way , one go dat way . But dey all 

WOMAN WRITES HIS NAME IN CENTER OF HANDKERCHIEF 
FOLDS IT - STICK INTO NAME 9 NEW NEEDLES - ALL 
IN CIRCLE POINTS INWARD - WI SH - KEEP IN CENTER 
OF HER BED UNDER MATTRESS - ABSENT MAN RETURNS 

gotta go intuh dat name . 
(All those points of those 
needles point into each other . )  
[The needles are in a rimless 
circle , points inward . ]  
Yassuh , goes intuh each othah . 
Ah ' 11 show yo ' • Dis is yore 
name but dey all gotta go intuh 

dat name . Well , yo ' take dat aftah yo ' git ' em all in dere an '  make yore wish . 
An '  take it an ' put it  up in de centah of yore baid undah yore mat tress . An ' den 
de  fo ' th day , why he ' ll surely come back tuh yo ' .  [Fayetteville , N .  Car . , (1447 ) ,  
2624 : 10 . ] 

9828 . Yo ' take de needles an ' yo ' git chew nine new needles an ' yo ' take 
yore bag ,  a li ' l  piece outa red flannen [ flannel ] .  An '  yo ' take dis red flannen 

9 NEW NEEDLES - POINTS TOGETHER - IN PIECE OF 
HIS SOILED CLOTHES - PUT IN RED FLANNEL BAG 
CRAWL UNDER HI S HOUSE - PUT UNDER HIS ROOM 
WELL , WHEN DEY RUST , YO ' GONNA GIT GONE 

an ' sew it j is '  lak a li ' l  bag .  
Well , anythin ' o f  ' is soiled 
clothes , whut he sweat s ,  somepin 
nex ' tuh ' is flesh . Well , yo ' 
put dat in dis bag . An ' now yo ' 
take dose nine needles . Turn all 

de p ' ints tuhgethah . Well , it ' s  lak if ah know yo ' room heah [ in the home where 
I was interviewing ] .  Well , ah ' ll come roun ' an ' put dis heah anywhere inside . 
I f  dis is  yore room , ah come an ' put it  in yore room , undah de room - yo ' know , 
bury it . [In the South small lowland houses are built o f f  the ground . ]  Well , 
[as ] long as yo ' stay dere - well , yo ' not goin ' stay dere much longah becuz , yo ' 
know , when dose needles begin - yo ' know , any needles dat ' s  in de groun ' where 
it ' s  kinda wet , it ' s  goin '  tuh soon rust . Well , when dey rust , yo ' gonna git 

9 NEEDLES IN SNUFFBOX UNDER DOORSTEP 
CAUSES PAINS IN PERSON CROSSING THEM 

9 NEEDLES IN HOMESPUN UNDER STEPS "BREAKS UP" 

gone . [Fayetteville , N .  Car . , 
(1413) ' 2568 : 6 .  ] 
9829 . Dey put nine needles , dey 
say , in a snuffbox an ' bury ' em  
at a do ' step . Dat ' ll make de 
person be  painful as long as dey 
cross ' em.  [Waycross , Ga . , 
(1147) , 1870 : 9 . ] 
9 8 3 0 .  Yuh kin take nine an ' put 
[ usually stiak ] ' em intuh a piece 
of homespun cloth , an ' bury it 

undahneath de steps , an ' dat ' ll break ' em up , de man an ' woman , whoevah it is . 
[N eedles and homespun ar e usually new . ] [Wilmington , N .  Car . , (3 36) , 274 : 9+85 . ] 

9831.  An '  den a p erson kin take needles an ' put ' em in a - up undah yuh 
house . P ut so many needles undah dere , nine needles undah yuh house , right wheah 

9 NEEDLES IN A ROW - POINTS UP 
UNDER HOUSE - UNDER HEAD IN BED 
IN NINE DAYS YO 'LL BE DAID 

yuh haid is , right on dere . An ' dea nine 
needles will kill yuh in nine dasy. In nine 
days yo ' ll b e  daid . 
(You put them under where you sleep . )  

Undah wheah yo ' sleep . Dey go up undahneat ' 
de  house . An '  stick nine needles up dere in a row wit de p ' ints up. An '  dem 
nine needles in nine days , yo ' ll git sick,  an ' ' fore de nex ' nine days out , yo ' 
daid . [Vicksbur g ,  Miss . , (7 25) , 9 95 : 6 . ] 

9832 . [Here is a rite said to come from Doato� McKinna , who has b een ment ion-
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NAME 9 GOLDEYE NEEDLES THE VICTIM - BURY 
IN A GREEN TREE - IN DE NAME OF DE WRD 

DAT FELLAH • • • HE BURIED 'EM FUR • • •  MADE HIM SICK 

ed s omewhere el s e  in the print ed 
t ext . ] 
Take nine goldeyed needles . 
(These men down at Clinton 
[ North C arol ina ] , you s ay were 
root doctors ? )  
Yessuh . 
He [ one o f  these root doctors ] 
g ive a man nine goldeyed nee-

dles . He named ' em ,  evah one [ o f  the needles ] an '  he had dis man [ client ] tuh 
take ' em  tuh a green tree an ' bury ins ide o f  a green t ree , In de Name of de Lord.  
An '  dat f ellah h e  buried ' em  fur , h e  went t uh b ed .  H i t  [ i t ]  made him s ick . 

(What did he d o , name each needle the same man? ) 
No suh ,  name de needles . [ Informant misunders tands my ques t ion . ]  Lak ah 

s aid , dere nine in de family , he name ' em evah one of dem .  [ Fayetteville , N .  
Car . , (1440) , 2 6 10 : 4 . ] 

9 8 3 3 . Dey g it nine needles an ' t ie ' em tuhgethah an ' dey ' ll put ' em in a 
bot tle , but wit de point o f  ' em down lak dis - de haid part up . [Normally points 

TIE 9 NEEDLES TOGETHER AND PUT POINTS-DOWN IN 
BOTTLE UNDER STEP S - PAINS PERSON WALKING OVER 

should be up , see No . 1 etc . ] 
Jis ' t ie ' em  tuhgethah . An '  
bury i t  undah de s t ep s , an ' dey 
s ay dat ' ll put a puhson [ walk

ing over them ]  in pain . [ Brunswick , Ga . , (11 7 9 ) , 1 9 9 2 : 2 . ] 
9 8 3 4 . Take nine new p ins an ' stick ' em down in de ground , an ' when dey s t uck 

dere see , p eople come by an ' p ick ' em up . Why when dey p ick up de firs t one , yo ' 
know , dey commence havin ' pains . Den de mo '  p ins dere b e ' s ,  de mo ' bad o f f  dey 

TIE 9 NEEDLES TOGETHER AND PUT PO INTS-DOWN IN 
BOTTLE UNDER STEP S - PAINS PERSON PAS SING OVER 

gits - de worsah dey g it .  
(You put tho s e  down so that they 
will be p icked up ? )  [ Perhap s 
this knowledge that the p ins 

will b e  p icked up is b as ed up on the well-known folklore rhyme : See a pin� piak 
it  up; a ll tha t  day you ' ll have good luak - see Hyat t : Folklo r e  from Adams C ounty 
Illinoi s ,  2nd ed . ,  No . l0 4 9 4 , p . 4 7 8 . ] [ Wilson , N .  Car . , ( 1 5 0 6 ) , 2 6 73 : 21 . ] 

DRIVE 9 P INS OVER THE DOORS OF THE HOUSE 
IF 2 DOORS - 5 P INS OVER ONE - 4 OVER OTHER 
THI S  I S  WHAT PERSON DOES TO STAY IN HOUSE 

do ' ;  an ' i f  yo ' g o t  j is '  two d o ' s ,  yo ' mus t 
put ' em ovah de two do ' s .  

9 8 3 5 . Ev ' y  do ' d ey got wher e  yo ' 
have tuh come in an '  out 1 undahs tan' 1 

s t ick nine p ins up dere . [ D ivide 9 
pins among the doors . ]  I f  yo ' got 
three do ' s ,  put three ovah d e  [ each] 

' vide [ d ivid e ]  it [ the nine pins ] an ' 

(Put four over one and five over the other . What kind o f  nails [ p ins ] do you 
put over there? ) 

J i s ' dre s s  p ins . 
(Jus t ordinary s traight p ins . Do you put them in any particular way? ) 

No , j is '  s t ick ' em  in dere s t raight lak dat , lak yo ' would a nail , but don ' 
drive ' em up . 

( I  s ee ,  j us t  t ap them in s o  they will s t ay .  Tap them in a little b�t s o  they 
won ' t fall out . That is supposed to keep that house? ) 

Dat ' s  whut dey t ells me . 
(The p erson that wants t o  s t ay in the hous e and don ' t  want to b e  p u t  out will 

do that ? ) 
Yeah , j is '  any way , yo ' know [ to s t ay in the hous e ] . [ S t .  Pet ersburg , Fla . , 

( 9 8 7 ) , 1 5 9 3 : 5 . ] 
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983 6 .  Git chew nine needles . Yo ' have tuh g i t  de goldhead [ usually go ldeye ] 
needles an ' put five of  ' em haids up an ' turn fo ' of ' em [ heads ] points down . 

9 GOLDHEAD NEEDLES - ALTERNATE HEADS - 5 UP 4 DOWN 
BURY AT FRONT GATE - NOTHING CAN HARM YOU 

An ' yo ' kin bury dem at 
chure gate where de people 
walk ovah - at de front 
gate . An '  nuthin in de 

world will do yo ' any harm . [Waycros s , Ga . , (1121) , 18 03 : 8 . ] 
983 7 . Why ah heard dat chew git needles an ' yo ' git a p iece of red flannel . 

An '  yo ' take nine needles an ' fold dat flannel . Take nine needles , stick five 

9 NEEDLES STICK INTO RED FLANNEL - 5 ONE WAY 
4 THE OTHER - WET WITH HEARTS COLOGNE - SEW 
INTO ANOTHER CLOTH - IN  HOUSE CAUSES TROUBLE 

dis way an ' fo ' de nex ' [ opposite ] 
way . Den yo ' git Heart Co logne 
an ' wet dat an ' sew dat up in 
somep in . Place it anywhere an '  
dere will b e  confusion in your 

house from den until yo ' move . [Brunswick , Ga . , ( 1214) , 2 0 61 : 2 . ] 
9838 . Ah heard people say yo ' kin take [ nine ] needles , brand-new needles , 

an '  nine p ins an ' red flannel . Sew it up in red flannel an ' put it undah 

9 NEW NEEDLES - 9 NEW PINS - SEW INTO RED FLANNEL 
UNDER DOOR CAUSES PERSON WALKING OVER TO LINGER 

people ' s do ' s , an' dey j es ' 
walk ovah it  an ' dat will 
cause them tuh be lingePin ' ;  
yo ' know , some parts of they 

body go tuh p ieces . [Fayetteville , N .  Car . , (1403) , 25 35 : 9 . ]  
9839 . Take nine needles an ' stick ' em in a Irish potato , which is a white 

potato , an ' bury it underneath a person ' s do ' s tep - if yo ' wanta bar. ' ea  in 

AFTER STICKING 9 NEEDLES INTO IRI SH POTATO 
IN THE 3 HOLY NAMES WI SHING PERSON HARM 
LAY THE POTATO UNDER VICTIM' S DOORSTEP 

some fashion - In de NaMe of de 
Fathe:l', de Son an ' de Holy Ghost, 
an ' j is '  whatevah yo ' make yore 
wish fo ' , dat will happen. 
(You want to harm them in sa.! 

way , you say .  Anything you wish for to harm them? ) 
Yes sir . [Florence , S .  Car . , (1314) , 2239 : 4 . ] 
984 0 .  Take nine needles an ' nine p ins an ' bury ' em in yore gate, see . Well , 

dat will cause yo ' an ' yore family tuh bust up an '  put chew in hard luck so yo ' 

9 NEEDLES 9 PINS BURIED AT GATE RUINS FAMILY 
LIFE - TO KILL SPELL - DIG UP ARTICLES - THROW 
INTO RUNNING WATER - DO EVERYTHING IN S ILENCE 

ovahbo ' d .  An ' dat family will be busted up an ' 
ble . [ Brunswick , Ga . , (1223) , 2 078 : 2 . ] 

alone . But chew must go an '  
git  dem nine needles an ' things 
an ' don ' t  talk to nobody when 
yo ' leave . An '  carry ' em to 
de runnin ' watah an' throw ' em 

won ' t  nevah give yo '  no mo '  trou-

9841 . Put nine safety p ins - j is ' git or ' nary safety pins about dat long 
[ demonstrates length ] . Ah got some of ' em right heah now [ shows sa.! safety 
pins . ] Put nine of ' em in dere . Co ' se [of  course ] ah ' ve not sot de nine in 
dere , but den yo ' put nine safety p ins . Put three right heah . Pin ' em  right 

9 SAFETY PINS - ALL STUCK AND CLOSED IN UNDERSHIRT 
ONE ABOVE OTHER - 3 WHERE RIGHT BREAST POCKET WOULD 
BE - 3 OVER HEART - 3 IN CENTER OF BACK - TAKE 
P INS OUT WHEN SHIRT WASHED - RETURN THEM - PINS 
LUCKY - ESPECIALLY GAMBLING - RITE FROM NEW ORLEANS 

' cross heah straight up an ' 
down . Dat ' s  three : one -
two - three . 
[ I  describe demons trat ion . ] 
(Three on the left side of  
your breast pocket . )  

by each pocket . Keep ' em in yore undahshirt . 
(Over your heart . )  

Yeah , three right undah ·
Den dey put three on dis side . 
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Ovah yore hear t . Den yo ' put three right in de centah of yore b ack . ' C o ' se 
yo ' kin pull yore shirt o f f  an ' do dat . Dey says yo ' kin have bet tah luck . Dat 
[ r i te ] come f rom New Orleans . Ah knowed dat tuh be de fact . Dey say yo ' will 
have bet tah luck . If yo ' are a gamb lah , dey says evahthing will come yuh way 
now an ' den . Dose evil ' s got on yo ' ,  yo ' kin git dat o f f  an ' keep again ' . 

[ A  l i t tle later , af ter changing the cylinder , I decided to return to the pre
ceding rite . ] 

(Just to b e  sure what you j us t  t o ld me about those safety p ins . Will you 
explain that again , now? ) 

Well , yo ' put thr ee of ' em heah . 
(Three safety p ins in your left s ide , one r i ght under the other . )  
Yeah , fastened . Well yo ' go back heah an ' yo ' put three mo ' .  
(On your r i ght hand s ide . ) 
Ye s sir . An ' den yo ' - yo ' can ' t git ' em dere but chew pull off yore shir t , 

an ' yo ' know de centah of yo ' b ack . Yo ' put three right up an ' down dere [ in 
the b ack o f  your shirt ] an' weah ' em in dere all de time . When yo ' have de shirt 
washed , take ' em out an ' put ' em back in de shirt yo ' put on . 

(Wher e did you say that came from? ) 
Dat come from New Orleans . [ S t . Peter sburg , Fla . , (1008 ) , 1 6 3 0 : 10 & 1 6 31 : 2 . ] 
984 2 .  (Tell me how they make a per son s tay at home ? ) 
Wit dere sock . Well , t ake dis sock an ' put chure sugah an ' yore c innamon in 

d i s  sock , an ' take yo ' nine needles an ' nine p ins an ' - fold yore sock an ' put 

IN SOCK PUT SUGAR AND CINNAMON - FOLD - STICK 
INTO FOLDED SOCK 9 NEEDLES AND 9 PINS - NAIL 
FOLDED SOCK DOWN AT FRONT DOOR WITH 3 TACKS 
OR TAKE UP BRICK FROM HEARTH - LAY SOCK IN 
RESTORE BRICK - THI S WILL HOLD OWNER OF SOCK 

[ in ]  dem nine needles an ' nine 
p ins . An ' yo ' use ' em all , got t a  
git ' em a l l  i n  dere . S ee ,  dem 
eighteen s t icks [ s ticking ob
j ec t s ] got t a  be in dere . An ' yo ' 
take three tacks an ' nail ' em 
down at de front o f  yore do ' ,  or 

ei thah if yo ' got a fiah hear th ,  yo ' take a brick up an ' yo ' lay dat brick dere . 
Lay it dere an ' put it on top dat . An ' yo ' ll nevah g i t  r id of ' em .  Dat ' ll hold 
' em .  [Algiers , La . , (1584) , 2 9 54 : 1 . ] 

9 8 4 3 . Dey said git a wasp s ' nes t  wi th nine needle s ,  brand-new needles an ' 
nine brand-new p ins an ' put de p ins dis way an ' de needle haid dat way , obj ect 

ALTERNATE 9 NEW NEEDLES WI TH 9 NEW PINS 
WHILE ALSO ALTERNATING THEM HEADS AND TAILS 
STICK THEM INTO 9 C ELLS OF A WASP NEST - BURY 
WHERE VI CTIM WILL WALK OVER - CAUSES CONFUSION 

[ opposite ] each o thah . An ' 
t ake dat an ' yo ' know , ' vide 
[ divide ] ' em up in nine p ieces , 
split i t , s t i ck it intuh de 
wasp s ' nes t , holes [ cells o f  
the nes t ] yo ' know . An ' go 

' long where dis per s on at an ' j i s ' drop i t ,  an ' dey ' ll walk ovah it . 
(That will harm them? What will it do to them? ) 

Well , i t  will j is ' cuz ' em t uh rave an ' go on home an ' raise d i sturbances 
wit ma s '  evahbody dey meet . 

(You t ake these nine needles and nine p ins , and you stick them into that 
wasp s ' nes t . )  

Make nine holes an ' s tick each one in dose nine holes an ' let ' em walk ovah 
it an ' dat would make ' em very cros s . 

(You bury that in the ground , then? ) 
Bury it right in de ground . 
(You leave those needles s t i cking in that wasp ' s nes t ? )  

nat ' s r ight . 
(That will cause confus i on and q uarrels and things of that sort . )  [Fayet te-
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vill e ,  N .  Car . , (141 4 ) , 2544 : 5 . ]  
9844 . Dat ' s  tuh fasten a man. Jis ' lak yo ' had a husban ' an ' yo ' want ed ' im 

down , an ' he couldn ' t  bothah yuh about [what ] yo ' wuz doin ' or goin ' . Yo ' cud 
take nine needles out a bran ' -new package an ' yo ' kin take nine straight [ new ] 

TUB FASTEN A MAN - KEEP 'IM DOWN - WRITE HI S NAME 
STICK INTO THIS PAPER 9 NEW NEEDLES - ONE PO INT 
GOING AWAY - ONE COMING TO YOU - BUT PLACE ALL 
PINS COMING TO YOU - CRO S S ING MAN ' S  NAME 
WI SH - BURY WHERE HE WILL WALK OVER I T  DAILY 

p ins . De needles have s t eel 
in ' em an ' de p ins don ' t .  
Yo ' kin take a strip o f  papah 
j i s '  off a tablet an ' writ e 
d i s  individual ' s  name . An ' 
yo ' s t ick a ne edle comin ' tuh 
tuh ,  an ' de p ' int , s t ick a 

needle goin ' from yuh - comin ' tuh yuh an ' goin ' from yuh till yo ' s tick nine 
needles . Den yo ' st ick de p ins all one way , de nine s traight p ins , s t ick each 
of dose p ' int s tuh yuh [ demons trat es ] .  D en yo ' would take dose needles an ' j is '  
slightly , j is '  [ s tick] lak dat [ d emons trates ] ,  chew might say , abou ' two or three 
inches in de ground . Aftah yo ' put ' em in dat concernin ' ,  ah wanta j is '  cross 
dis par ty ' s  name . D en yo ' kin turn dose needles down , an ' yo ' make yore wish how 
yo ' want ' im tuh b e .  An ' den j is '  covah slightly wit dirt or somepin ovah it dat 
he may walk in an ' out ovah it daily . An ' dat ' ll keep ' im quiet . Dat ' ll keep ' im  
� .  [ Memphis , Tenn . , (1 54 2) , 2 7 88 : 2 . ]  

984 5 . Yo ' kin take nine needles an ' sulphuh 
do ' s t ep s , an ' if yo ' walk ovah it - i t  b e  about 
burn an ' de ninth day yo ' ll feel somepin up an ' 

9 NEEDLES - SALT - SULPHUR - UNDER DOORS TEP 
AFTER VICTIM WALKS OVER 9 DAYS - IT WILL START 

an ' salt an ' put i t  undah yore 
nine days b efo ' it s tart tuh 
d own yore laigs lak needles an ' 

TO BURN - FEELS LIKE PINS AND NEEDLES UP AND DOWN 
LEGS - DAT 'LL BE CUNJURATION WORIUN '  - TO BRING 
MAN BACK - LAY 9 NEW PINS OVER DOOR - EVERY 

p ins . An ' dat ' ll b e  cun
j urat ion workin ' .  Co ' s '  
ah ' ve had experience of dat 
' cuz ah wus hurt lak dat 
onc e .  
D en dey could take nine p ins , 
lak if yo ' wanta b r ing some
b ody back or if dey o f f  stay
in ' wit anothah woman . Yo ' 

MORNING BEFORE SUNRI S E  GO TO THE DOOR - SAY 
IN THE J HOLY NAMES "AH WANT MAH HUSBAND • • •  BACK " 

git nine - git a pack [ package ] o f  [ new] p ins an ' take nine out of dat an ' put 
' em up ovah yore do ' where dey ' ll come in an ' out . Co ' s '  if dey ' re not dere , why 
dey won ' t ;  but dey ' s  away , yo ' git up evah mawnin ' befo ' sunr ise an ' yo ' go tub 
dat do ' ,  an ' op en dat do ' an ' say , "Ncune of de Fathah, Ncune of de Son, an ' Name 
of de Ho ly Ghost , ah want mah husban ' tuh come back tuh me . "  Or whoevah it is , 
"Ah want dem come back in Name of de Fathah, Son an ' Ho Z.y Ghost.  " An '  in de 
ninth day , if dey don ' come in dat do ' - den yo ' keep it up an ' yo ' don ' take it 
down . Yo ' keep ' em up der e ,  where dey walk in . Aftah dey come back , den yo ' 
know wher e dey walks in an ' out . Den yo ' don ' t do i t  r i ght on lak , yo ' koow ,  
r ight fo ' d e  nine days , but chew d o  it occasion ' ly ,  i n  case it d i e  down. Yo ' 
know yo ' do it occas ion ' ly ,  j es '  keep i t  on . Don ' t do it [ all the t ime ] , keep 
it r i ght on s t raight . [ Fayettevill e ,  N .  Car . , (1419a) , 2558 : 6 . ]  

CROSS 9 NEEDLES IN RED-FLANNEL BAG WITH INCENS E  
S EW INTO ANOTHER BAG - ANO INT IT WITH PERFUME 
THIS CREATES LOVE - MAKES LUCK - DOES ANYTHING 

984 6 . (What ' s  that?)  
Take nine needles • • •  
[ I  int errup t . ] 
(You take nine needles . )  
Put ' em in a cross [ f orm] -

see , right acro s s  dataway ; j is '  dataway , see . An ' put ' em  intuh a bag o f  r ed 
flannel an ' keep it ' noint ed ; good per fume , not de cheap , yo ' uodahstan ' . Put 
it intuh a bag an ' put ano thah bag aroun ' dit . An ' keep it ' nointed wit incens e  
in d a t  r ed-flannel bag . [ This red-flannel b a g  here r epresents the hear t . Small 
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needles can be placed head to tail or point , a symbolical cros sing ; or actually 
cross them through material in the bag . For this type  of hand or mojah,  see 
No . 2163 , p . 621 , vol . l  and elsewhere . ] [Vicksburg , Miss . ,  ( 765) , 1046 : 1 . ] 

9847 . [This rite  I preserved only in my own original notat ions made soon 
after the interview. ] Her sister , they found her hair and nine needles and nine 

9 NEEDLES - 9 PINS - HAIR - SALT - IN BOTTLE 
CAUSED SORES AND PAINS - ROOT DOCTOR FOUND BOTTLE 

p ins in a cologne bot tle -
salt in the hair - buried 
under the house beneath the 
head of  the bed . She broke 

out in sores and pains . A root doctor called in and told them the woman had been 
tPiaked. To prove his diagnosis he crawled under the house and came out with the 
bottle . He showed the bot tle but would no t let anyone touch it , especially the 
patient , who would have died ! ] [Wilmington ,  N .  Car . , (1 9 3 ) , 96 : 3+85 . ]  

9848 . If yuh boy frien ' wuz gain ' wit somebody an ' yo ' didn ' t want ' im tuh 
go wit ' uh ,  yo ' could git nine red an ' white  [headed ] mat ches [ the red head of  
the mat ch has a white do t on i t ] , nine goldeye needles , an ' nine gourd seeds , an ' 

9 GOLDEYE NEEDLES - 9 RED-WHITE HEADED MATCHES 
9 GOURD SEEDS - 9 "GRAINS" OF RED PEPPER 
MIX AND TIE TIGHT IN YARN RAG - SOAK IN VINEGAR 
OVERNIGHT - UNDER RIVAL ' S  STEP S  KEEPS HER FROM BOY 

nine "grains" o f  dis red 
peppah . [ " Grains" are fre
quently used , meaning here 
seeds or p i eces of the pep
per . ] Take de inside out . 
Nine dose grains of  dat pep-

per . An ' take dat an ' mix it up all tuhgethah . S t ir it up all tuhgethah an ' t ie 
i t  up real tight in a yarn rag . An ' soak it in vinegah ovahnight . An ' take dat 
an ' t ' row it undah somebody' s step ,  whoevah dis boy ' s gain ' wit , if yo ' wan ' a  
break ' im o ff  from dis girl . An '  he ' ll nevah go dere no mor e .  He won ' ca nuthin 
about nobody but chew. [Wilmington , N .  Car . , ( 2 60) , 254 : 8 . ] 

9 NEEDLES - PARALLEL - ALTERNATE HEAD S AND TAILS 
STICK INTO PIECE OF CLOTH - NAIL IN CORNER OF HOUSE 
OR HIDE AT DOORS ILL - CAUSES CONFUS ION - DRIVES AWAY 

j i s '  lak dat : five dis-a-way an ' five [ four ] dat-a-way . 

9849 . Take nine needles 
an ' stick it in a piece 
of  cloth an ' j is '  nail it 
right in de cornah [ o f ]  
yuh house [demonstrates ] 

(The needles are parallel and alternat ely point ing in the oppos ite  direct ion. ) 
An ' den [ or ei ther ] yuh pu ' tit  [put it ] undahneat ' [demons trat es ] j is '  lak dat 

bo ' d  yondah . 
[The top of  doors ill - see exp lanat ion lat er . ] 
Teah [ t ear ] yuh off  a bo ' d  an ' take a nail an ' tack it  up . [This "up ]  means 

"down" , where you will walk over it , not "up" so that you walk under it . This 
is a "tacking down" rite . ] 

Dat keeps yuh fussin ' , yuh cain ' t stay dere in no peace . [ I  have copied this 
rite  from my own transcrip tion , a rough one , made in pencil a short time after 
the int erview. Whether there was a saddle at the door - many of  them were sad
dleless - either I could no t remember or else my notat ions would improve with 
exper ience . ]  [Wilming ton , N .  Car . , (196) , 103 : 5+8 5 . ]  

(i ) . TWELVE PINS AND NEEDLES 

9 8 5 0 .  Take de needles an ' dey cro ss ' im lak dat . 
(How many do you take? ) 
Twelve . Cross ' em  lak dat . An ' den dey takes dat piece of  red flannen an ' 
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dey put it aroun ' dem an ' den dey dresses dat . Yo ' see  yo ' gotta have one of  
dose needles point s j is '  lak dat [demonstrat e s ] , one dat way , an ' one dis  way -

12 NEEDLES - CROSS INTO PIECE OF RED FLANNEL 
ALL HEAD ONE WAY - ALL POINTS OTHER WAY 
8 POINTS ONE WAY - 4 THE OTHER - MAKES WOMAN 
LOVE YOU - IF THI S HAND WORN OVER HEART 
7 POINTS ONE WAY - 5 THE OTHER - REP ELS LOVE 
IF YOU CARRY THI S HAND IN CENTER OF CHEST 
THESE HANDS ARE POWERLESS UNLESS FED 3 SCENTS : 
WVE POWDER - HEARTS COLOGNE - CASHMERE BOUQUET 
A HAND TOUCHED BY NON-OWNER BECOMES POWERLESS  

flannen aroun ' dem.  Yo ' have 
' em all de points out an ' de 
haids out , de same way . 
(How do you dress that? ) 

Well , yo ' use Love Powdah� 
Hearls Co Zogne an '  dis heah 
Cas1uner>e Boquet ; dose three 
things whut chew dress it wit . 
(Well , what did you make this 
thing for? ) 

if  yo ' wanta make a woman love 
from yuh . 

Well , yo ' kin - j is '  eithah way; 
yo ' ,  or wanta make it tuh make a woman stay away 

(Well , how would you use it if you want ed her to love you? ) 
Well , yo ' put s eight of  dem point s one way an ' fo ' de othah way . An '  den yo ' 

take dat an ' weah it right nex ' tuh yore skin , right on yuh heart . But chew 
can ' t let nobody put dere han ' s on it . [ Here is one of  the fundamental laws of 
hoodoo , never let anyone touch your hand ; its power for you will disappear . ]  

(And then i f  you don ' t  want her , do you do something else with it? ) 
Yes sir , yo ' change ' em.  Instead o f  havin ' fo ' one way , yo ' ll have five one 

vay an '  seven de othah way . 
(Then what do you do with that ? ) 
Well , dat ' s  fo ' huh tuh stay away from yuh . 
(Where will you wear that , then? ) 
When yo ' wan ' dem tuh stay away from yo ' ?  Well , yo ' weah it right in yuh 

chest here , right in de middle of yuh chest . If  yo ' [want ] her tub love yuh ,  
yuh weah i t  right ovah yore heart . [ St .  Petersburg , Fla . , (1 009) , 1634 : 3 . ] 

9851 . I have hear ' d  talk of a needle - dat yuh kin break up needles . Yuh 
take needles , needle dat sewin ' wit , ab out twelve needles , an ' crush ' em  up . 

BREAK UP 1 2  NEEDLES - MIX WITH P EPPER - SPRINKLE 
AT PERSON ' S  DOOR TO SEND AWAY - BECOME S ILL FIRST 

Yuh know , pind [poUDd ] ' em 
up . An ' put ' em  wit peppah 
an ' sprinkle ' em  aroun ' a 
person doah . An '  dey ' d  soon 

leave dere , an ' dey ' ll take badly off sick befo '  dey go . [Wilmington , H .  Car . , 
(218) . 129 : 7+85 . ]  

(j ) .  EIGHTEEN OR TWENTY-FIVE OR PACKAGE OF NEEDLE S AND PINS 

9852 .  Go tuh de Ten" C ent Store anywhere an ' git chew a package of straight 
�es - straight pins whut ah mean tuh say , straight pins . An '  yo ' kin take 

18 PINS TACK ACROSS  FRONT DOOR WITH TINY HAMMER 
aY B&CK DOOR 7 PINS ACROSS  - TO KEEP OUT LAW 

an '  git chew a li ' l bit tee 
hammah , an' at chure front 
do ' tack up eighteen dat way 
in a line right across dere . 

-.• at chure back do ' tack up seven o f  dem straight pins . An '  dere won ' t  no law 
ca.e inside dere tuh search . [Waycross , Ga . , (1135 ) , 1844 : 11 . ] 

9853 . Git chew a [new] pincushion an ' git chew two packages of dem li ' l  ole 
� packages of  needles , which dey may not - dey may not take all dem .  But 
jla• full up de pincushion j is '  evahwhere yo ' kin git a needle in it an ' hang 
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2 NEW PACKAGES OF NEEDLES - ONE NEW PINCUSHION 
FILL PINCUSHION WITH NEEDLES - HANG OVER DOOR 
IF YOU ARE RUNNING A BAD-HOUSE - POLICE WILL NOT 
ARREST YOU - IF THEY DO - SOMEONE WILL FREE YOU 

it up ovah yuh do ' .  If yo ' 
runnin ' any bad house or  ca ' 
in ' [carrying ] on anythin ' 
' ginst de law, yo ' won ' t nevah 
gi t pulled . I f  yo ' git pulled 
why dey dat behin ' yo ' [persons 

selling liquor to you will see ] yo ' git cleah . [Waycro ss , Ga . ,  ( 1110) , 1 7 8 3 : 11 . ] 

(3 ) . TACKS 

[ These are not the only rites using tacks in HOODOO ; other uses o f  tacks occur 
in composite rites scattered throughout the text : see No . 9842 a few pages back . ] 

9854 . You can take brand-new 
You unders tand? And I wants  you 

tacks and you see ,  like you coming in here . 
to  stay here wi th me . See , what I mean? See , 

9 to 15  NEW TACKS - DRIVE INTO FLOOR 
VI SITOR WILL WALK OVER THEM - NEW TACKS EACH TIME 

AFTER 3 OR 4 TIMES VI S ITOR WILL STAY WITH YOU 

you ain ' t  no wi fe of mine but 
I want you to stay wi th me . 
You take them brand-new tacks 
and you take fifteen tacks , 
from nine to  fifteen tacks , 

and every time you leave out you drive them tacks down in there . Every time you 
leave out , you drive them tacks down in there . Do  that about four days - say 
three or four days . And j ust leave them tacks there and as long as she walk over 
them tacks , you ' ll never leave there . 

( I  see . You use new tacks each day? ) 
Us e brand-new tacks each day . 
(Wouldn ' t  I see them? ) 
I f  yo ' see ' em,  yo ' wouldn ' t  know what they is for . You ' d  j ust see the tacks 

down there . 
( I  see . )  [Thi s is a tacking-dOwn rit e . ] [New Orleans , La . , ( 850) , 1315 : 5 . ] 
9 8 55 . You make it like the sign o f  the cro s s  down by your floor [ see no te 

later ] . Take tacks , the steel tacks [ not  bras s headed ] , and you make a sign j ust  
like a cro s s  underneath your mattres s [but on �oor , see later ] . That ' s  to  
hold a man that you want . Well nine [ tacks ] you j ust  put  ' em like thi s : 
that ' s  a cross ; this way and like that [demonstrates again by making 

DRIVE INTO FLOOR UNDER BED 9 STEEL TACKS 
IN THE FORM OF A CROSS TO HOLD A MAN 

cro s s  on table or in air ] . 
[ In the original transcription our 
present wo rd �oor is door ; the lat ter 
surely an erro r ,  which produces two 

cro s s es instead o f  one . Informant ' s  word nine als o  indicates one cross . As you 
can see , the word door would produce two crosses . A cro s s  on the floor under the 
bed - the fi fth point in between the four legs o f  a bed - creates a quincunx . A 
bed quincunx is fairly common . ] [New Orleans , La . ,  (857) , 1364 : 12 . ]  

DRIVE NEW TACKS INTO WOODWORK OF NEW HOUSE SAYING 
AH 'M DRIVING MYSELF TO STAY AS LONG AS AH WANTA 
LAST 3 TACKS IN NAME OF FATHER - SON - HOLY GHOST 

9856 . Dey tell me yo ' git -
yo ' go tuh de sto ' an ' yo ' 
git chew a five-cent box o f  
tacks , bran ' -new tacks . An ' 
yo ' take one-a de se  tacks 

outa dis box an ' yo ' put it on de woodwork - anywhere on de woodwork of de house , 
an ' yo ' drive dem. An ' yo ' say ,  "Ah ' m  dr ivin ' mahself tuh stay heah j es '  as long 



- Hoodoo - Conj urat ion - Witchcraft - Roo twork - 3 8 7 5  

a s  a h  wanta s t ay . "  An ' de las ' three drives yo ' dr ive , say , "Ah drive it in In 
de Name of de Fathah de Son an ' de Holy Ghost . " Yo ' kin s tay r i ght dere unt il 
yo ' git ready tuh leave . 

(No one can move you out o f  that house unt il you are ready . )  
Yo ' stay r ight dere long as yo ' wanta . [ Fayetteville , N .  Car . , ( 1 3 9 6 ) 1 

2 5 7 1 : 3 . ] 
985 7 . I have s een them use b rass tacks t o  use in a hous e ,  see , after they 

.ave out - to keep anyone else from r enting this hous e or from staying in the 
hous e .  They make it with a s i gn of a cro s s . Firs t , let it straight go up like 

this , and then they cro s s  it 
like that . 

BRASS TACKS DRIVEN INTO ROOM WALL TO FORM CROSS 
BEFORE MOVING OUT KEEPS OTHER RENTERS AWAY 

(Acro s s  like that . Well , 
where d o  they put tho s e? ) 
Put s ' em in the wall . 
(In the wall . I s  that all 
they do? ) 
That ' s  all they do . [ This is 

to cross up the hous e ;  tacks usually new . ] [New Orleans , La . ,  ( 8 3 9 ) 1 1 26 3 : 5 . ] 
9858 . Twelve new tacks represent the Twelve Apo s tles . And you put three over 

the front door , three over the - there different ways of cros s ing over it , but 

12 NEW TACKS REPRESENT THE 12 APOSTLES - DRIVE 
3 OVER FRONT DOOR - 3 OVER MIDDLE DOOR - OTHER 6 
OR BACK ROOM FLOOR - 1 TACK IN EACH 4 CORNERS OF 
BOOK - 1 TACK IN C ENTER OF FLOOR - MAKING 5 POINTS 
<It QUINCUNX - 6 TH TACK BACK 3 STEP S FROM BACK DOOR 
TACKS DOWN OWNER OF HOUSE - THIS "CALLED HOODOO" 
SPRINKL E  CAYENNE P EPPER AND GUINEA-HEN ROOT ROUND 
BOUS E  WHEN LEAVING - NO ONE WILL EVER RENT IT 
WITE ON NEW PARCHMENT PAPER OWNER 1 S NAME WITH 
KEY INDELIBLE P ENCIL - NAME IN COCONUT - BURY 
IDUSE WON ' T  BE RENTED UNTIL • • •  WOOD • • •  BE ROTTEN DOWN 

this is a b ad way of cross
ing i t  up .  You put three 
new tacks over the front 
door , three new tacks over 
the middle door , and the 
o ther s ix tacks in the back 
room on the floor so that 
it looks - that nob ody don' t 
ob s erve it . And in leaving 
that house , you take cayenne 
pepper and guinea-hen roo t  • • •  
(And what ? )  
Guinea-hen root . 
(Guinea-hen roo t ? ) 

Yes . And you take thes e  
� s  and sprinkle i t  all around that hous e .  Nobody ain ' t going to rent that 
baose . Now , we ' l l see . Let ' s see what we get out of that , now. 

Cayenne pepper i s  something ho t ,  that no entry of this immaterial spirit going 
� dvell . [ Th i s  could mean that any immater ial spirit - in other words a sp irit 
� by ano ther hoodoo doctor attempt ing t o  uncro s s  the house , could no t cro s s  
� the red pepper t o  do the uncro s s ing . ]  Guinea r o o t  [ this t ime not guinea
� roo t ]  have ' s tract ion odor that burn their no se . 

(Extract ing odor ? ) 
[Distracting would b e  better ; keeping person from house . ]  

Yeah . They drive away anything around that would b e  - it put you in a mo s t  
18dksidasic [ lackadais ical ] condit ion - you see , of these things . The tacks you 
�ve in the wall is p inning [ tacking ] down his power , but you must - there some
� more in that . You would [mus t ]  unders tand how to use something else there . 
�th a brand-new indelible pencil that ' s  never b een us ed before , with a p iece of 
(�] parchment pap er , and that landlord name must b e  on that parchment pap er . 
� take that parchment paper and put it into a c oconut and bury his power down 
� tbe ground . [ Here landlord ' s  power is his name . ]  

(Where? ) 
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Anywhere ! Anywhere ! 
(All r ight . )  
And if you throw it  in the Mis s i s s ippi River , you make him get in trouble . 

But bury it in the ground anywhere you pleas e and that house won ' t be  rented 
until the wood in it almost  be r o t ten down . I have done that [ this rite ] myself . 

(Now , I d idn ' t quite under s tand about those s ix tacks in the room - in that 
back room .  How d o  you put those six tacks in the back room? ) 

Put one in one corner [ he points ] ,  one in that corner , one in that corner , one 
in that corner , one in the middle of the floor [ here is a balanced quincunx ] , and 

BACK one j ust  three feet - make 1 ,  2 ,  3 ,  three steps fr om the [ b ack] door and 

E 
• j put that one there - that six [ s ixth ]  tack you put there . And three you • 

put over the one [ front ] door and three you put over another [middle ] 
• •  

• 
door . That ' s  your twelve tacks that you go t .  You pinning down that man 

• •  not to rise in succes s ive prosperity [ one prosperity after ano ther ] .  
FRONT That is called hoodoo . 

[ This two-room-house diagram is a study in tr iangulation . To begin we have 
a second quincunx superimposed up on a normal quincunx which gives 

us 8 tr iangles ,  actually many more which are useless for our present purpose . 
Notice that the 3 doors are guarded : the front and middle ones by 3 tacks each , 
the back by 1 tack , to taling 7 tacks . These lat ter will keep out any spirit sent 
by landlord ' s hoodoo doctor to unaross the house . The aross on the house is the 
original quincunx. The off-center or second quincunx was not intended or forseen 
by our hoodoo doc tor . This seventh tack should have been in the center and under 
the back door . However , the 3 step s from the back door were sufficient s ince this 
involved the Three Ho ly Names . ]  

(You p in him down not to  rise? ) 
Not to rise . 
(I  see , I under stand . )  [New Or leans , L a . , (86 3 ) , 1383 : 2 . ] 

6 .  FROG AND TOAD FROG 

[ Scat tered throughout the text of  the preceding four volumes are a good many 
frog and toad rites . Here in this section we shall learn more about the manipu
lation o f  these small animals ,  how brutal and demoralizing magic and super s tition 
can be - a s trange world indeed , as I said on page 1 of HOODOO. ] 

9 8 5 9 . Yo ' kin kill a person wit a toadfrog . Yo ' kin git a toadfrog an ' j is '  
lak yo ' had a enemah [ enemy ] an ' yo ' didn ' t wanta go tuh ' im  an ' j is '  shoot ' im  

HERE IS  A REMARKABLE EXAMPLE OF BRUTALITY IN MAGIC 

WORDS FOR MENTAL AND SOCIAL SP ECIALISTS TO PONDER 

MAGIC WORDS FROM AN EXPERT MANIPULATOR OF THEM 

WHO THINKS IN THREES AS I IND ICATE BY NUMBERS 

TIE UP A TOAD FROG [TOAD ] - TALK TO HIM AND TREAT 
HIM LIKE YOUR ENEMY - KILL HIM WITH A NEW KNIFE 

down perhap s . Yo ' would 
git chew a toadfrog an ' tie 
' im up an ' den talk tuh ' im 
j is '  lak yo ' wuz talkin ' tuh 
dat individual [you intended 
to kill ] : [ 1 ]  YO 'S MAH ENEMAH 
AN ' YO 'S DIS , [ 2 ]  DAT , [ 3 ]  AN ' 
DE 02'!1A!I� AN ' YO ' DONE DIS 

THING. [ 1 ]  AN ' A H 'M GOIN ' KILL YUH� [ 2 ]  AN '  AH WAN '  CHEW TUH LEA VE ,  [ 3 ]  AN ' AH 
DON ' WANT CHEW TUH BE IN MAH WAY. An ' take a bran ' -new knife dat hasn ' t been 
used , an ' aftah yo ' git through talkin ' wit ' im ,  aftah yo ' tied ' im [ toadfrog] 
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up lak dat , talk tuh ' im lak yo ' wuz in a fuss wit dis enemy of  yores . Yo ' s  
re ' lly mad wit ' im an ' yo ' start tuh cuttin ' ' im wit dat bran ' -new knife , j is '  
sayin ' things tuh ' im :  [ 1 ]  AH WAN ' CHEW TUH DIE , [ 2 ]  AH WAN ' CHEW TUH DIE , [ 3 ]  
AH WANT CHEW TUH TAKE SICK AN ' DIE. Af tah yo ' gi t through cuttin ' ' im ,  call ' im 
[ toadfrog] a bad name . Dat individual will take sick an ' j is '  dwindle away , j i s '  
lak yo ' killed dat frog [ toadfrog ]  an ' named ' im dat individual . [ Memphis , 
Tenn . , (1542) , 2 7 9 1 : 10 . ] 

986 0 .  An '  yo ' take dat same frog an ' yo ' 
splintah o f  a tree struck wit de li ghtenin ' .  

tie ' im tuh a Ligh�ood [ pine ] 

WITH BLACK S ILK THREAD TIE FROG TO LIGHTWOOD 

Yo ' git a splintah , a fat sp Lintah 
[ pine splinter filled with 
pitch ]  an ' yo ' git chew some 
black thread - black silk 
thread - an ' yo ' tie dat frog 
aroun ' dat . Yo ' don ' t  kill 

SPLINTER FROM TREE STRUCK BY LIGHTNING - BURY 
ALIVE AT DOOR OF GIRL YOU WANT TO LOVE OR MARRY 

' im. Aroun ' dat splintah . An ' yo ' buries dis frog tuh de do ' [ o f ]  de girl [you ] 
is tryin ' tuh make or marry an ' yo ' ll soon marry dis girl , or yo ' an '  ' er will be 
sweethearts an ' stay tuhgethah - live tuhgethah . [ The spLinter here is not the 
ordinary small sliver that runs into your finger ; it can be large enough to hold 
a frog and much lar ger , a stick of wood to burn in the stove . This splinter 
should come from the actual wood split by li ghtning ,  not from any other part of 
the tree . ] [ Savannah , Ga . , (1269) , 2149 : 5 . ] 

9861 . Yo ' kin trim a fat-li ghtah splintah , lak a peg outa it , an ' yo ' ketch 
dat toadfrog befo ' de sun rise . Anyway , kill ' im befo ' de sun r ise . Yo ' push 

KILL A TOADFROG BEFORE SUNRISE BY PUSHING A 
PAT-LIGHTER SPLINTER THROUGH HIM - TIE HI S FEET 
BANG ON BUSH - WISH : IN NAME OF FATHER, SON AND 
HOLY GHOST FOR VICTIM TO MOVE OR YOUR OWN LUCK 

dat peg through ' im an '  yo ' 
hold ' im dere until he dies . 
Den yo ' take de peg outa dere 
an ' tie a cord roun ' ' is feet , 
an ' yo ' kin hang ' im up any
where on a bush . Or j is '  take 

a stake an ' put ' im  on it an '  make yore wish , In de Name of de Fathah, de Son 
an '  Ho Ly Ghost . I f  yo ' wan ' a  person tuh move , yo ' kin stick i t  up an ' make dem 
.ave ; if yo ' want luck , yo ' kin stick it up an ' make yore wish fo ' luck . [ Flor
ence , S .  Car . , (1314) , 2239 : 7 . ] 

9862 . Yo ' git chew fo ' toadfrogs an ' yo ' tie  dem by a lai g - by one lai g ,  not 
cuhgethah but one lai g at de time - an '  yo ' ll hang dat fellah [ frog]  deah wit ' is 
baid down . Yo ' tie de othah one an ' yo ' hang ' is haid down .  An ' yo ' tie all fo ' 

IR VICTIM ' S HOUSE - HANG 4 FROGS SEPARATELY 
BEADS DOWN - EACH TIED BY ONE LEG - ON EACH OF 
4 RIGHTS GOUGE OUT EYES OF ONE FROG - THIS 
WILL RUN VICTIM WITHIN HOUSE CRAZY AND BLIND 

[ frogs ] . Hang ' em separates 
[ separately] down . Pluck dere 
eyes out an ' dat ' ll run somebody 
crazy in dey house . 
(Wait a minute !  You are not 
telling the story the way you 

�ld it before . How long do you leave 
Tell me the whole story now. ) 

them there and all that sort of thing? 

All right . Dey hangs dere fo ' day , foah nights . Lak yo ' put ' em heah tub
Bight . Starts from tuhni ght . Be shuh [ sure ]  yo ' got dose foah nights out . Well 
yo• know de days is gotta come in . Each day yo ' go dere an ' pluck out one ' s  eye 
[the eyes of one frog] . Dat takin ' de eyesight from whosomevah in dat house from 
· �  [4 frogs and 4 nights here does not mean 4 victims but thoroughness , deriv
ed from the "4 corners of the earth" (in Biblical ApocaLypse of John , 7 : 1 ) or 4 
cU.rections everywhere . ]  

�ouldn ' t  they see those frogs hanging there on the wall ? )  
well , ah don ' t  think she saw ' em .  But she cert ' inly went blind . 
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(When do you pick out the eye , in the dayt ime or at night? ) 
[ I  am afraid my question was a little disconcer ting . ]  
Night . Ah think it ' s  night becuz yo ' have dem dere dat foah nights .  [ In

formant himself has not per formed this rit e ;  he merely heard about it , saw the 
frogs , and knew the woman went blind . ] [ Florence , s .  Car . , (1282) , 21 79 : 1 . ] 

SQUEEZE MILK FROM LEFT EYE OF LIVE FROG 
9 863 . Ah ' d  get me a frog an ' ah ' d  
squeeze the left  eye , squeeze de milk 
out o f  it  • • •  ah ' d  put it in a bottle 

an ' put it r ight by my steps an ' de law can ' t come in my house . [ This blinding 
of fro g blinds the law ! ] [Charleston , s .  Car . , ( ? ) , 653 : 1 . ] 

9 864 . [As another protective device by using a frog eye , we have the follow
ing rite : ] 

If someone wants tuh harm you , to keep ' em from harming you , you mus t get a 
frog . You gets a fro g and you kill de frog . Aft er you kill the fro g ,  you j ust  

EYE AND HEART OF  FROG POWDERED AND 
KEPT IN PURSE - NO ONE CAN HARM YOU 

t ake the heart and the gizzard out . You 
take the heart and the gizzard out . [ I  
failed to ask for a descrip t ion o f  a frog 
gizzard , probably assuming stomach was 

meant . The true gizzard o f  course , is the second (posterior) stomach o f  birds . ]  
Then you dry it - you dry it  right in the sun-l ike . Jus t good sunny days put it  
out . Af ter you dry the frog eye and it ' s  heart , you take • • • 

(Just a moment , you said the fro g ' s  heart and gizzard before? ) 
Heart and gizzard , yes . 
(Yes . )  
[Yet , I s till think the word is eye rather than gizzard. ] 

Af t er you dry it thoroughly , then you put it  - you could put it  in your purse 
and j ust  tote all the t ime and no one can harm yuh . [ New Orleans , La . , (848b) , 
1311 : 2 . ] 

9865 . All right . 
tuh make nine knots . 

Chew take a long homespun string j es '  about long enough 
Den yo ' ketch dis frog an ' a - yo ' don ' want him daid , 

LOOP HOMESPUN STRING ABOUT LEFT LEG OF LIVE FROG 
9 TIMES - TYING KNOT EACH TIME - 9 KNOTS 
PUT FROG UNDER VICTIM1 S STEP - ON 9TH MORNING 
CALL HIS NAME - HE WILL DIE IF FROG DIES 

keep hfm alive . An ' which 
is dis about , if yo ' wanta 
run a person? If yo ' take 
dis heah homespun - take a 
string an ' tie it  nine times 
an ' yo ' tie it tuh ' is laig . 

Den yo ' go tuh de person ' s  house , dere do ' step , dere front do ' step , an ' put it 
undahneat ' of de do ' steps . Den yo ' let de frog stay dere t ill nine mawnin ' s  an ' 
whosomevah de party dat [ is ]  yo ' calls dere name , an '  let ' em walk ovah dat fo ' 
nine mawnin ' s , den dey will die , if  de frog die s . I f  de frog is gain ' tuh die 
de ninth mawnin ' yo ' gain ' also die . 

(You simply tie this string around the frog ' s  leg? ) 
Aroun ' de lef ' laig , nine times [ demons trates ] .  
(You j ust loop this around his leg and tie a knot . Then loop it around his 

leg and tie a kno t again . And you tie nine kno ts in string on frog ' s  leg and 
bury frog under the door . )  � 

[Here for informant ' s  word put I substitute bury ! ] 
Bury him undah de door right at de steps lak when yo ' come out . Put it  right 

up undah de s ill of de  steps . 
[ The fro g is  not buried but kept alive : yo ' don ' want him daid� keep him 

alive . ]  
Well ,  when he come out well - well , he kin stay dere nine mawnin ' s ,  nine days , 

dat frog is compelled tuh die wit ' out food . Well , he ' ll die an ' den yo ' ll pass 
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also wit d e  fro g .  
(You actually b ury that und er the ground? ) 
[ Her e again I am suggest ing the frog is buried ! ]  

Yo ' bury de frog und er de ground . 
(That ' s  to kill the person l iving in the hous e? ) 

Y e s suh .  [Magically we have enough here t o  kill anyone : the int ent ion ,  home
spun = new string , 9 kno t s  in , t i ed ab out l e f t  [ b ack ] l e g , animal buried und er 
s t ep vic t im must walk over , vic t im ' s name call ed , e t c . For something s imilar , 
includ ing s t ep s , see No . 98 7 1 ,  s ix r i t e s  forward . ]  [ Fayet t evill e ,  N .  Car . , 
(14 2 3 ) , 2 5 6 5 : 2 . ] 

9 8 6 6 .  Lak ah was mad wit chew an ' we l ived pur t y  neah where we c ould git 
tuh each o t hah . Ah ' d  t ake a toadfrog an ' g i t  me a quart b o t t l e  an ' wash it out 

SQUEEZE LIVE TOADFROG INTO QUART BOTTLE WASHED 
CLEAN - T I E  S TRING OR WIRE ABOUT BOTTLE NECK 
CLIMB TRE E  AT ENEMY '  S HOME - HANG BOTTLE UNTIL 
FROG DIES - TAKE BOTTLE DOWN - FROG OUT - BURY 
FROG AT ROOT OF SAME TREE - REHANG BOTTLE IN 
SAME TREE - ENEMY NEVER AGAIN WILL WORK THAT LAND 

good an ' cl ean . An ' he may 
be lar ge but he ' ll go in ; 
j es '  mash [ s quee z e ] ' im an ' 
he ' ll go r i ght on in al ive . 
Take an ' t ie a s t r ing or 
wire aroun ' de neck de bot-
t l e , an ' cl imb up in a tree 
clo s e  tuh yuh place - ' long 

as it ' s  ab out yuh place - an ' hang it d ere . Let it hang r i ght d er e  unt il dat 
fro g d ies . Den take dat b o t tle down . Take dat bottle down an ' take de frog 
out , an ' bury d e  frog an ' put de b o t tle b ack up der e .  An ' if yo ' won ' t l eave , 
yo ' ll nevah b e  ab le tuh work roun ' d er e ; yo ' j e s '  b e  dere , dat ' s  all . 

(Where do you put that b o t tle? ) 
Put i t  r i ght back up , up in de tree . 
(What do you do with the frog? ) 

Bur ry h im .  
(Where? ) 
Right down d er e  at d e  root o f  dat tree , burry de fro g . An ' if yo ' stay dere 

yo ' ll nevah be ab le tuh do nuthin an ' yo ' mor e  d en ab l e  • • •  
(Where woul d you do all this , at your own home? ) 

At d e  home - lak ah was mad wit chew , ah would do dis at chur e home . [Way
cro s s , Ga . ,  (1129 ) , 18 3 6 : 3 . ] 

9 8 6 7 . I f  a per son wanta kill yo ' ,  name dat frog d i s  per son . An '  yo ' hang 
dat frog up in a bucket o r  cup or somep in where he can ' t git out der e .  An '  when 

NAME FRO G  A PERSON - HANG ANIMAL UP TO S TARVE 
PERSON NAMED GRADUALLY STARVES AND THEN DIES 

die. [ Fayet t evill e ,  N .  Car . , (139 6 ) , 2513 : 1 2 . ] 

d i s  frog b egin tub git hnogry .  
s t arve , he pine away an '  de 
p er son will p ine away . Vb.en 
de frog d i e , dat person will 

9 8 6 8 . Yo ' kin run a frog up tuh yuh do ' .  An ' whip an ' talk tuh ' fa . Talk 
ab out evah ' where he [vic t im ]  s t ays . He ' s  b ad . An' t ake dat frog den an ' car e 

WHIP A FRO G  AND TELL HIM WHAT YOU WANT DONE 
WHIP FRO G  TO DEATH AND TIE HIM ON YOUNG HI CKORY 
AFTER FROG DRI ES VICTIM WI LL DRY - TRAVEL ALWAYS 

[ carry ] him out tub a hick ' ry 
t r ee . Take a [ young ] hick ' ry 
t r ee an ' b eab [ bear = b end ] 
i t  down an '  put dat frog on 
dat tree . Tied dat frog on 

dat tree an ' when dat frog dry up , d en yo ' [ v ic t im ]  will dry up an ' travel . Yo ' 
j es '  dry up an ' yo ' won ' have no mind tuh stay at one p lace . 

(What el s e  do you do with that frog when you are whipping him? What el s e  do 
you do to h im? ) 

J e s ' t alk tuh ' im an ' t el l  ' im whut chew whipp in ' ' im fo ' ,  an ' tuh do whut 
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chew want done . 
yo ' kill ' im .  

Talk j e s ' lak . yo ' know . lak somebody talkin ' . 

(Well . what if I ge t the wrong per s on? ) 

Whip ' im t ill 

[ I  am fishing here t o  learn whe ther fro g  is named vic t im or vic tim ' s name is 
called . etc . ] 

Yo ' have tuh talk tuh ' im an ' tell ' im whut tuh do . [Wilson . N .  Car • •  ( 15 03 ) 1 
2 6 6 9 : 1 1 . ] 

9 8 6 9 . You ge t the fro g and you whip it and you beat it 1 and you put it under 
the person ' s s tep b e fore it die . And . I guarantee . that will make ' em move . 

WHIP LIVE FROG - BEFORE IT DIES 
PUT UNDER ENEMY ' S  STEPS TO MOVE 

(I see . ) [New Orleans . La • •  

( 8 2 1 ) . 118 5 : 7 . ] 
9 8 7 0 .  Den ano thah thing . yo ' 

HANG UP TOADFROG BY LEG - CALL HIM PERSON ' S  NAME 
kin take a toadfPog an ' t ie 
him by his laig . hin ' lai g . 
an ' call de person name . I f  
h i s  name J ames . j i s '  c a l l  ' is 

WHIP AN IMAL ALMO S T  TO DEATH - THROW IT AWAY 
PERSON NAMED WILL HOP JUST L IKE FRO G 

' b out tuh death . an ' take him an ' throw h im 
dat pers on will hop j is '  lak dat frog . see . 

(You t ie that around ei ther leg? ) 

name an ' whip de fro g j is '  
away . an ' in ab out s ix months t ime 

Eithah lai g .  [ Faye tteville . N .  Car • • ( 1 4 4 2 ) 1 2 6 11 : 5 . ] 
9 8 7 1 .  A lady told me that i f  I want my next door neighbor t o  b e  moved . t o  ge t 

a fro g .  And you wh ip h im underneath her s tep and make him s tay there unt il he 

AT ENEMY ' S  STEP - WHIP FROG UNTIL 
HE HOPS UNDER IT - MAKE HIM STAY 
UNT IL HE DIES - THEN ENEMY MOVES 

die s . And when the fro g  dies . that the 
neighbo r  would move . You beat him an ' make 
him go under the s tep and i f  he come s  out . 
make h im go b ack again and leave h im s tay 
under there unt il he dies . And when he dies 

and dries up why that will make the people move away . [ New Orleans . La • •  ( 8 04 ) 1 
112 8 : 1 . ] 

9 8 7 2 .  Now yo ' kin cure disease wit a fro g an ' yo ' kin make love wit a fro g .  
(How do you make love with a frog? ) 
Well . now yo ' kin take dat fro g  an ' cut 

a l i ' l  rock . a li ' l  s tone-lak dat ' s  in dat 

CUT OPEN LIVE FROG AND REMOVE THE STONE 
WITH IT TOUCH ANY WOMAN YOU WANT FO R  LOVE 

dat fro g  open an ' it ' s  a li ' l  s t one . 
fro g .  An '  yo ' kin take dat li ' l  s tone 

an ' any woman dat chew wanta git up 
tuh ' er dat yo ' cain ' t git tuh . yo ' 
wanta git up tuh ' er .  yo ' j is '  take 
an ' yo ' have dat s t one in yore hand -

anywhere dat yo ' could touch ' er .  Yo ' could shake hands wit ' er .  er anywhere 
yo ' kin touch ' er wit dat s t one in yore han ' . Yo ' go t ' er yore way . [ Info rmant 
does no t know that this s tone-lak is supposed to come from a toad . no t a frog : 
The fou l  Toad hath a faiP stone in his head� from John Lyly . EUphues . p . 5 3 1  ( 15 7 9 )i 
an old belief made immortal by Shakespeare in As You Like It : 

SWeet ape the uses of advePsity�  
Whiah� like the toad� ugly and venomous� 
Weaps y et a pPeaious jewe l in his head. 

Ac t i i 1 sc . l 1  L . l 2 .  ( 1 5 9 9 ) . ]  

[ Reference for p resent r i te : Waycro s s . Ga • •  ( 1166) 1 1 9 61 : 2 . ] 
9 8 7 3 .  Yo ' ll take dat toadfPog an ' yo ' ll dry 1 im 1  yo ' see . an ' dere ' s  two 

way s yo ' dry dem toadfPogs . D en yo ' go tuh work an ' yo ' let it be lak - makes 
a powdah outa i t 1 yo ' see . an ' yo ' sprinkle dat . Dat ' s  fo ' git t in ' outa a home . 
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too [makin g a p erson move ] . Den , yo ' kin ke t ch a toadfrog an' don ' kill ' im ,  if 
yo ' wan t s  tub s end a p er s on away ag ' in . Ket ch a toad frog an ' don ' kill ' im ,  an ' 

den let ' im go o f f  an ' die . 
MOVE PERSON WI Til FROG POWDER OR VICTIM ' S NAME 
EITHER POWDER FROG AND SP RINKLE - OR CUT FROG 
INSERT VICTIM ' S NAME AND TURN AN IMAL LOOSE 

Yo ' ll cut ' im at a p lace whah 
[where ] yo ' kin put des e names 
in dere ; lak yore name or some
b o dy yo ' have wanta s end ' em ' way 

from dere . Yo ' s ee , yo ' l l go tub work an '  yo ' ll cut dat toadfrog ,  an ' it ' s  a way 
dat dey kin put dat p ap ah up in dat toadfrog an '  turn ' im a- loo s e  an '  let ' im go , 
an '  j i s '  [ the way ] as he goes dem p eople ' l l go . [ Algiers , La . , ( 1 602) , 30 2 4 : 1 1 . ] 

WRITE VICTIM' S NAME ON PAPER - TIIRUS T Till S  DOWN 
FROG ' S  TIIROAT - HOLD THERE UNTIL ANIMAL DIES 
THROW DEAD FROG WITII NAME NEAR VICTIM ' S HOUSE 
AFTER YOU DO THI S  VICTIM WILL HOP LIKE A FRO G  

throw i t  s omewhere neah d e  hous e , an '  den h e  hop s 
( That man will hop like a frog . )  
Yessuh . [Memphi s , Tenn . , ( 14 5 3) , 2 7 9 4 : 7 . ] 

9 8 7 4 . J is ' t ake h i s  name on a 
p ap ah an '  op en de frog ' s  mouth , 
an '  put dat man ' s  name down dat 
frog ' s  throat , an '  j i s '  hold 
' im right dere unt il he dies . 
An '  den p as s  outa de hous e an ' 
lak a fro g .  

9 8 7  5 .  Yo ' kin t ake a toadfrog an '  wri te d e  name 
dat fro g an '  b ury it in a crawfish hole . Y o ' know , 
de craw fish hole an '  shet dat hole up , an ' den what 

of a person an '  s t ick it in 
push it [ toad ] backwards in 
dat toadfrog bus t open dey ' ll 
bus t op en . 

WRITE VICTIM ' S NAME - PUSH DOWN TOAD FROG 'S THROAT 
SHOVE TOAD DOWN CRAWFISH HOLE - BLOCK UP - DEATH 

(You j us t  write that name 
on ce on a p i ece of p ap er ? )  
Wri te de name on ce or twice 

or three t imes j i s '  lak yore mind leads yo ' , an' j is '  put it [ p aper ] down in it 
[ fro g ] . Den put him down in dat hole an' cover i t  up . Fix i t  so dat dey [ toad ] 
cain ' t come outward , yo ' know , an '  he ' s  b ound tub die . When he die , yo ' re gone . 
[Algi ers , La . , ( 1 5 8 4 ) , 2 9 5 5 : 4 . ] 

9 8 7 6 .  Dey have us ed frogs wit de hard lump s on dem [ t oads ? ] .  
(How would they do that ? )  
Le t ' em dry an '  throw it undah de hous e .  Yo ' l l nevah go an '  neithah come . 
(How would you get rid o f  that ? )  

Well , all yo ' got ' a  do , j es '  take de 
when yo ' p ay s  ' im a dime , yo ' ke t ch ' im 

fro g an ' p ays ' im a ( s i lver ] dime . An '  
al ive an '  yo ' s t ick ' im on yo ' do ' s . 

CATCH A LIVE FROG - PAY HIM TO DO YOUR WORK BY 
!WUNG HIM SWALLOW A S ILVER D IME - PUT A S TAKE 
THROUGH HIS HEAD AND TWO THROUGH HIS BACK FEET 
BARG BEHIND DOOR - THROW TOWARDS WORK TO BE DONE 

S tay wit chew a length ' a  t ime 
an '  den he goin ' a  run dem out 
de hous e .  
(You d o  what ? ) 
S t i ck ' im alive on de backa 
yo ' do ' . Y o ' ket ch ' im an ' 

.ake ' im swal lah a dime . An ' t ake a p i cket [ s t ake ] an ' put a p i cke t in ' is haid 
an '  two han ' s  [ f eet ] , b o t tom ' ands [ back legs ] , un t i l  he come tuh be dry . When 
yo '  want ' im tub go out dere , den yo ' go out dere an '  den throw · �  dat same 
dist ance ( d irection ]  where dey is . Den he do yo ' work . 

(He ' ll [ s econd toad will ] throw o f f  the other frog . )  
[Two toads are us ed here , the firs t one thrown under victim' s hous e s o  that 

be can nevah go and nei ther aome . To count eract this spell , vic tim or his doator 
catches and p ays ano ther live toad to work for him . ] 

Yeah . [ Charleston , S .  Car . , ( 5 19) , 6 1 6 : 1 0 . ] 
987 7 .  A green fro g . All ri ght , yo ' kin p ut dat green frog - t ake him an '  

..otbah ' im in a towel . 
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SMOTHER FROG IN TOWEL - CUT AND LET BLEED 
9 DROPS IN WATER OR WHISKEY FO R VI CTIM WILL 
CREATE IN THE DRINKE R YOUNG FROGS OR TADPOLE S 

( Smo the r h im in a towel . )  
Smo thah ' im .  J i s ' smo thah ' im 
an ' yo ' take dat s ame - den yo ' 
take ' im an ' cut ' im an ' let ' im 
b leed , an ' drop j is '  nine drop s 

in watah , er in whiskey , an ' let ' em tuh drink i t . An '  dat fro g ' ll come i n  ' im ,  
j is '  hat ch in ' im j is '  lak i t  would in de watah . [ L ive f r o gs will b e  b o rn in 
the vi c t im . ] [ S avannah , Ga . , ( 5 4 2 ) , 6 7 4 : 5 . ] 

9 8 7 8 . [This b e l ie f  c ont ains 2 parts , as the s eparate refe rences indicate . ]  
Git dat green fro g .  Yo ' ke t ch ' im out de swamps . Hang ' im up by h i s  laigs 

un t i l  he dies . Let ' im hang r i ght on dere unt i l  he dry up in go o d  fashion , an ' 

HANG UP GREEN FROG BY LE GS UNTIL IT DIE S AND DRIE S 
PULVE RI ZE - PUT POWDER IN QUILL OR PIPE STEM 
BLOW THROUGH KEYHOLE - LO CK OF DOO R CLI CKS OPEN 
BUT YOU MUST WEAR MAGI C THUMB TO REMAIN UNSEEN 
TO GET WHAT YOU WANT INS IDE - MAKE A MAGI C THUMB 
CUT EAR FROM BLACK CAT - BOIL IN BLACK COW ' S MILK 

den yo ' ll pulveriz e ' im 
dat way . An ' i f  yo ' j is '  
wanta come in dis hous e , 
yo ' don ' have tuh do nuth in 
b ut put i t  on [ in ]  a li ' l ' 
quill , yo ' know , a li ' l ' 
p ipe s tem an ' whuff [ infor
mant b lows ] . De do ' open 

an ' yo ' come on in an ' do whut chew wanta do an ' go on b ack out an ' close de do ' .  
But chew mus t have dat thing whut ah tell yo ' ' b out on yore thumb s o  nob o dy can ' t 
s ee yo ' .  Yo ' kin j is '  go in anyb ody ' s  do ' yo ' wanta go in in de night an ' nob ody 
can ' t keep yo ' f rom ga in ' in dere . Yo ' j i s '  - hit ' ll unlock .  

(What d o  you b low that dus t on? ) 
Blow i t  r i ght through de keyhole an ' yo ' hear i t  [ the lock] clack- clack .  Yo ' 

walk r i gh t  on in an ' do whut chew wanta do an ' come on b ack an ' close de do ' an ' 
go on ' b out chure b us ine s s .  But chew mus t git a green one . [ Brunswi ck , Ga . , 
( 1 2 2 3 ) , 2 0 7 9 : 6 . ] 

[Here i s  what info rmant had p revious ly t o l d  me ab out dat thing . . .  on yore thumb 
so nobody can ' t  see yo ' ] :  

I f  yo ' j is '  [want to ] pas s by a crowd in de s t reet o r  anywhere , git chew a 
real b lack cat dat ain ' t go t no spots ab out ' im an ' cut his ear o f f , an ' boil i t  
i n  a b lack c ow ' s mi lk - j is '  a l i ' l  b i t  chew know - an ' make a sto le [ a  s tall = 
covering o r  sheath f o r  finge r  o r  thumb ] lak yo ' f ingah stab an ' put i t  on yore 
thumb . An '  when yo ' g i t s  re ady tuh go b y  dat crowd , s lip dat ovah yore thumb an ' 
nob o dy see yo ' when yo ' pas s . [ S eve ral examples o f  this sto le o r  stab from a 
b lack e at ' s  ear are given elsewhere . I des cribed this info rmant in no t e  as a 
small- t ime R . D .  = root do c t o r . ]  [ Brunswi ck , Ga . , ( 1 2 2 3 ) , 2 0 7 6 : 2 . ] 

9 8 7 9 . An ' i f  a woman got a hus b an ' an ' he go t a outside woman , git a female 
frog an ' a male fro g .  Yo ' hang de female frog up f i r s ' an ' den hang de male fro g 
r i ght up where yo ' [he ] kin s c rat ch her r i ght on de b ack lak dat • • •  [ I  int e r rup t . ]  

I F  YOUR HUS BAND HAS OUTSIDE WOMAN - HANG ON T REE 
FEMALE FROG HEAD DOWN AND MALE FROG OVE R HER 

IN DE NAME OF DE LORD • • •  TUH SCRATCH [ FEMALE FRO G ]  
UNTIL YO ' [ FEMALE FROG AND OUTSIDE WOMAN ] DIE 

(Wait a minute )  [ and then 
turn o f f  mach ine and infor
mant s tart s  again ] . 
I f  a woman got a hus b an ' an ' 
he go t a outside woman an ' 
yo ' wanta b reak ' em up , wanta 

make d i s  man b eat dis woman up an ' quit ' uh .  Yo ' t ake dis female fro g an ' yo ' 
hang i t  up f i rs ' , r i ght whe re dis he-male [ demons t rates ] .  

(You hang up the female frog with the head up o r  down? ) 
Hang ' uh [ he r ]  haid down , by de two laigs lak dat [ demons t rates ] wi t a s t ring . 

Yo ' put ' uh up undah a tree . T ake ' uh tuh a o ak t ree , tuh de lef ' s ide o f  a o ak 
t ree . Yo ' hang ' uh laigs up lak dat an ' hang it in a way whe re yo ' kin h an g  de 
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he-male fro g ' s laigs r i ght up ovah de top of d i s  f emal e  fro g .  An ' [ as ]  yo ' put 
it dere , yo ' s ay , In de Name of de Lord, ah put dis heah tuh scratch unti Z yo ' 
die . We ll , dat frog will s crat ch right dere on dat [ female frog repres ent ing 
the ] woman until she d ies . An ' de wife will nevah have no mo '  troub l e  wit ' uh ,  
an ' huh husban ' a t  home wit ' uh ,  an ' have all d e  money an ' evah ' thin ' . 

(You t i e  this male frog up so that he ' ll s crat ch the back o f  this female frog 
and kill i t ? ) 

Dat ' s  right , kill it . J is '  let ' im s crat ch dere an ' tell ' em ,  Ah hang yuh 
heah in de Name of de Lord tuh scratch untiZ yo ' die . [ This r ite would have been 
mo re potent if the frog had b een named the outside woman - if name known . [ Sa

SPLIT OPEN BACK OF LIVE FROG - POINT HI S HEAD 
TO SUNRI S E  - DRY HIM - STUFF HIM WI TH INCENS E 
AND SULPHUR - WEAR IN POCKET - LUCKY IN GAMBLING 

vannah , Ga . ,  (near 1 2 7 2 ) , 
2 1 5 7 : 6 . ] 
9880 . Yo ' take a toadfrog an '  
yo ' s p l i t  ' im open in d e  b ack , 
s e e , an ' put ' im tuh [ point 

head to ] sunr ise an ' 
(Luck fo r what in 
Gamb l in ' . 

dry ' im out . He ' s  de b e s ' luck in de wor ld . 
par t i cular . )  

( Then wha t do you do then aft er he is dry . )  
S t uff ' im b ack wit incens e an ' s ulphuh . 
(What do you do to him then ? ) 

Put ' im in yore pocket . [Brunswi ck , Ga . , ( 1 2 3 7 ) , 2 1 0 2 : 8 . ] 
9 8 81 . Yo ' takes an ' go out an ' yo ' ke t ches j i s '  a o r ' nary frog an ' yo ' turn 

' is haid toward de wall , an ' ' is tail from yo ' .  Br ing ' i s tail s ee , an ' cut him 

WITH HEAD OF LIVE FROG TO WALL AND TAIL FROM YOU 
DO THI S  S ILENTLY - CUT BACK OP EN - CUT OUT HEART 
WALK BACKWARDS 3 STEPS - TURN - WALK AWAY NOT 
LOOKING BACK - SEW UP HEART IN NEW FLANNEL 
OVER IT WAVE HANDS BACK AND FORTH - IN THE NAME 
OF THE FATHER THE SON AND THE HOLY GHOST - THI S 
� " BACK UP" [ GI VE POWER ] TO ANYTHING YOU DO 
CLIENT WEARS ON RI GHT S IDE OF CHEST TO BRING BACK 
OR KEEPS IN LEFT-HAND POCKET TO BRING BACK 
BUT TO HOLD P ERSON AWAY USE IN RI GHT POCKET 
OR BAT HEART WI TH HEARTS COLOGNE AND WH I SKEY 

open dat way [ demons trates ] .  
[ To re cord informant ' s  ac
t ions required a ques tion . ]  
(You cut him open in his 

b elly or his b ack? ) 
Cut ' im open in de back . Cut 
' im o p en an ' den open ' im  up 
an ' find ' is li ' l  hear t . An ' 
soon as yo ' git it - don ' s ay 
a word whils t chew cut t in ' 
' im .  J is ' lay him back out 

d e r e  an ' l e t  ' im  [ leave h im] 
kickin ' an ' b ack b ack from 

' im  thr e e  s t eps . Turn on roun ' an ' go on ' bout chure business . An ' yo ' take s 
j is '  a piece of bran ' -new f lannel an ' sew it [ heart ] up . When yo ' s ew it up yo ' 
lay it s o  [ demons t rat es ] an ' yo ' lay yore han ' on it lak dat - carry yo ' ban '  lak 
dat [ d emons trates ] .  Ah do d i s  In de Name of de Fathah, de Son an ' de Holy Ghost. 

(You j us t  sort of move your hands back and for th wi th the flat of your hand 
ove r it , b ack and fo rth? ) 

Yes . An ' yo ' go on ab out chure bus ines s an ' yo ' ll b ack up anybody . 
(What is that s upposed to do? ) 
Dat ? Well , now , j is '  lak if yo ' goin ' tuh back somebody or s omp in lak dat , 

dat would b r ing ' em b ack . J i s ' give it tuh ' em an ' tell ' em tuh weah it in d e  
r i gh t  s ide i n  de chest . Dat ' l l br ing ' em b ack . 

(Will it do more things than that? ) 
Oh yes . J is '  lak if yo ' want t uh git ' em ' way , if it ' s  a man ,  den she weahs 

it in huh lef ' pocket . J is '  tell ' er [ informant as sumes I am a doctor ] tuh weah 
dat in ' er lef ' -han ' pocke t . Dat ' ll bring ' im all d e  t ime .  

An '  i f  she wan ' s tuh keep dem away , put i t  i n  d e  r ight pocket . Remembah dat . 
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Well , now , yo ' kin take d e  b ull bat an ' do de s ame thing - one des e ole leath
ah-wing b a t s , yo ' know dese li ' l  things dey ' s  go t on de end . Cut ' im an ' git de 
hear t  an ' yo ' k in do de s ame thing , but hit mo ' fo ' gamb lin ' .  

Yo ' take dat li ' l  hear t an ' s ew i t  up , dress it wit Heart ' s  Co logne an ' whis 
key , but chew u s e  i t  de same way . [ Fayetteville , N .  Car . , ( 14 50) , 2 6 31 : 1 . ] 

9 8 8 2 . I f  yo ' re poisoned yo ' us e a frog . Yo ' take dat frog an ' yo ' cut ' im 
ha l f  in two , an ' lay ' im on d e  p lace where - yo ' know , j i s '  lak i t  wuz a li ' l  

IF POISONED - SPLIT OPEN LIVE FROG AND APPLY - AND 
WHOMSOEVER YOU THINK CAUS ED YOUR MI S FORTUNE 

CUSS 'EM • • •  BE JIS ' LAK DIS FROG • • •  DAID AN '  IN HELL 

swollen o r  s omp in lak dat 
s ome plac e . Yo ' lay dat 
frog on top dat p lace an ' 
de one dat chew had a idea 
dat did do i t , yo ' j is '  

cus s  ' em out an ' tell ' em ,  "Ah want chew tuh b e  j is '  lak dis frog is , daid an ' 
in he-ell . "  An ' he ' ll swell up j is '  lak de frog would . Jis ' lak yo ' are , dat ' s  
j is '  how it would b e  happen tuh dem .  [ Sumter , S .  Car . , ( 1351) , 2 34 5 : 4 . ] 

9 8 8 3 . Ah heah a guy s ay one time he had had s ome ar guments wit a man an ' he 
wan ted tuh git a way tuh git ' im .  He went down tuh de s ide o f  a creek-kinda o r  

HE PUT A LIVE TOADFROG I N  A MATCHBO X - 9 NEEDLES 
HE STUCK THROUGH BO X AND AN IMAL - ON 9TH DAY FROG 
WAS DEAD - MAN ' S  ENEMY WAS HOPP IN G  LIKE A TOADFROG 

lak a li ' l  swamp , an ' go t 
' im a toadfrog.  He tuk dis 
toadfrog an ' b rought ' im 
b ack tuh de hous e ,  an ' put 
' im in a ma tchbox an ' s tuck 

nine straight needles in dis toadfrog ' s  b ack . An ' he s tuck nine straight needles 
in dis toadfrog ' s  b ack an ' he ' sp o s ed tuh s tay in dis matchbox nine mawnin ' s ,  an ' 
de ninth mawnin ' d i s  toadfrog would die . So he did dat , an ' de nin th mawnin ' d i s  
toadfrog died . An ' h e  s a i d  he wen t where dis man wuz , a f tah d a t  nine mawnin ' s  
an ' he said dis man hopped lak a toadfrog. He fixed ' im dat way , so he j es '  hop
p ed long , long lak a toadfrog. [ He cunj ured him that way so that he would hop 
along like a fro g . ] 

(Well , i s  that all he did , j us t  s t ick the needles in the toadfrog ?  Nothing 
els e? That ' s  a l l  he d i d ? ) 

Yes , da t ' s  all - j es '  went an ' c aught ' im an ' put him in a ma tchb ox an ' s tick 
nine needles in ' i s back an ' fix [ here meaning to arrange , no t to aunjure ] him 
in a ma tchbox so he wouldn ' t  g it out . An '  de ninth mawnin ' • • •  

(Well , what connec tion would that toadfrog have with this man? How would he 
know he was ge t ting the r ight man? ) [ The man ' s  intention was sufficient . ]  

Well , he an ' dis man had had a fus s an ' dis man b eat ' im outa de fus s . He 
b eat ' im an ' he wan ted tuh git even wit ' im - j e s '  git d i s  man . [ Faye t teville , 
N .  Car . , ( 14 12 ) , 2 54 0 : 4 . ]  

9 8 8 4 . S ay fer ins tanc e i f  
t uh run ' em crazy . Well , yo ' 

dere s omeb ody livin ' in dis hous e d a t  chew wan ted 
would gi t chew nine frogs an ' put ' em in a j ah .  

9 FROGS STOPPED UP I N  JAR 
UNDER HOUS E - UNDER VICTIM ' S BED 
IN 6 DAYS CRAZY - IN 9 DAYS DEAD 

Covah dat j ah up . S ay [ for ins tanc e ]  yo ' 
know who ' s s leepin ' in dis b ed chere . Yo ' 
take dat j ah o f  frogs an ' put it right undah 
de hous e , b ur '  it right undah dere b aid , an ' 
dey tell me dat in s ix days dat individual 

wi ll go c razy an ' de ninth day he ' ll die . [In dis bed ahere means the b ed in my 
interviewing room a t  a private home . Not my b edroom ; I s tayed at a ho te l . ] 

CUT OFF TOENAILS OF LIVE FROG - WRAP IN PAPER 
PARCHMENT - BURY IN STUMP - VICTIM LOS E S  MIND 

[Brunswick , Ga . ,  ( 1 1 7 4 ) , 1984 : 4 . ] 
9885 . Take a toadfrog an ' make 
anyb ody b e  out dere mind . Cut 
o f f  ' is feet - yo ' know , cut ' is 

toenail - ah call i t  toenail , an ' put ' im in parchmen t [ pap er ] .  Tie ' im up an ' 
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bury ' im in a s t ump .  [ I nformant may have omit ted something here , such as writ ing 
vict im ' s name on the parchment paper ; but intent ion alone would be suf f icient to 
power the rite . ] [Wilson , N. Car . , (1514) , 2 6 8 1 : 1 1 . ] 

988 6 .  Yo ' kin take a toadyfrog an ' split i t  open an ' put i t  undahneat ' de 
centah of yuh s tep s as yo ' goin ' in . Well , dat toadyfrog will be mortified tuh 

20ADYFROG SPLIT OPEN UNDER STEP S  - POOR HEALTH 
yuh all de time . Yo ' can ' t go 
no time .  Yo ' can ' t go up nor 
come down . Dat will make yuh 

be ' s sickly all de t ime . [ Charles ton , S .  Car . , ( ? ) , 654 : 4 . ]  
9887 . A fro g ?  An ' if yo ' have b one f elon on yuh f ingah lak ah had on dis one 

heah - an ' yo ' take dat frog whilst he ' s  alive an ' yo ' split ' im  open an ' yo ' 

CURE A FINGER FELON BY RUNNING 
IT THROUGH SPLIT-OPEN LIVE FROG 

IF PERSON POISONED - BIND ON LIVE TOADFROG AS CURE 

run de f ingah dat ails yuh , 
see , intuh ' im. Dat will 
draw de misery out . [ S t . 
Petersb urg , Fla. , ( 1 0 5 2 ) , 
1 7 0 7 : 8 . ] 
9888 . I f  anyone poisoned , 
yo ' kin take a live toadfrog 

and split ' im wide open an ' b ind ' im up on dere , it ' ll take dat ' fee t away . 
[ Florence , S .  Car . , ( 1 3 1 0 ) , 2 2 20 : 4 . ] 

9889 . I f  a snake b it e  chew , [ I  will ] s t ar t  on dat f irse [ f ir s t ] .  I f  a snake 
bite chew an ' yo ' kin do yore good sne s s  [ aid ] fur dat b ite right on de minute 

IMMEDIATE AI D NECES SARY IN SNAKE BITE - TIE STRING 
toURNIQUET BETWEEN BITE AND HEART - NOT TOO TI GHT 
POULTICE BITE WITH LIVE TOADFROG - HIS POISON 
VILL ABSORB OR KILL THE SNAKE POI SON - AFTER THI S 
BUY WHITE SMELLING SOMETHING AT DRUG STORE TUH GIT 
t:HlJRE FLESH SMOOTH MEANING TO REDUCE THE SWELLING 

[ immediately ] ,  it would 
he ' p  tuh git [ it ]  out chew ; 
b u t  i f  yo ' don ' t [have im
med iate aid ] it might run 
a long ways . Yo ' hardly 
git shet o f  it . [Without 
immediate aid a snake b i t e  
may b e  fatal . ] But yo ' 

ket ch yo ' a toadfrog an ' tie ' em  a let tle ab ove dat p lace dere [ the b ite] . Take 
yo ' a string an ' t ie hit up above [ the b i t e ] . Don ' t have it too small [ tight ] 
tub s top yore b lood from runnin ' ,  yo ' know . But have [ do ]  dat an ' j es '  [ as ]  de 
poison gwine out from dat frog , de mo ' de poison he gwine out [ you ] chew know , 
an '  i t  [ poison ] go right on out [of you ] . [Here is the principle of poison kills 
poison . ] An ' move yore s tring , move it all . An ' when i t  [ poison ] git out good , 
BP tuh de drug s top , an ' g i t  chew whit e  smellin ' - ah fo ' got de name yo ' call i t . 
Anyhow yo ' go dere an ' g i t  i t , tuh he ' p  [ help ] tuh g i t  chure flesh smooth - yo ' 
blow, lak i t  was . [ S umter , S .  Car . , (1383) , 2458 : 4 . ] 

989 0 .  Dey say dat yo ' kin take a toadfrog an ' to t e  him t ill he dies , an ' yo ' 
k1n cure any kinda complaint dat yo ' want s ;  any complaint , i f  yo ' ket ch ' im an ' 

1DADFRO G  CARRIED UNTI L  HE D IES 
CURES HAND COMPLAINTS 

to t e  him t ill he d ies . 
(Then what do you do with him? ) 

Yeah , j is '  don ' s queeze him , but yo ' tote him 
t ill he d ies . Any kinda complaint come tuh 

yore hand , yo ' kin cure it . [ Faye t t eville , N .  Car . , ( 1 4 1 1 ) , 2 5 3 5 : 1 3 . ] 
989 1 .  Yo ' take a toadfrog alive an ' yo ' s ew it up . Yo ' put s ' im in a sack , 

sew ' im  in a sack ' live . An ' d en ah cain ' t g i t  tuh yuh bed , s ee ,  but dere is a 
fren ' woman dat kin g i t  tuh dere dat is a pers ' nal fren ' of mine . Ah g ive huh 
dat , tell ' uh tuh put it in yuh b ed , in yuh mat tres s ,  see . An '  when she slip 
dat , put dat in dat mat tres s , yo ' b ecome res tless an ' dose things will come tuh 
be in yuh f lesh , b ecuz ah go t d e  fro g  in dere . An ' ah got de needles in d ere , 
dat make d e  pain come . An ' den dat g i t  chew restless on de b ed . Don ' t  care 
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when yo ' git in dat b ed ,  yo ' go t t a  git out an ' gits  dres s ed . An ' den all ah got

SEW UP LIVE TOADFROG AND NEEDLES IN SACK - LET 
SOMEONE WHO KNOWS VICTIM PUT IT IN VICTIM ' S 
MATTRESS - HE OR SHE BECOME S RESTLES S  AND PAINS 
LIVE THINGS ENTER FLESH - IF I CAN ENTER PERSON ' S  
HOUSE - I SPRINKLE BAD POWDER DISGUISED AS PERFUME 

ta do den , af t ah ah go t it  
in dere , ah ' ll come tuh yuh 
hous e ; an ' when ah come t uh 
yuh hous e , i f  ah ke tch yuh 
b ack tuh me , s ee , ah spr in
kle yuh b ed wit dese [ some 
kind o f ]  powdahs . Ah spr in

kle dat , else ah drop one or two drops o f  dat perfume on dere . [ Memphis , Tenn . , 
( 1530) , 2 7 3 7 : 7 . ] 
98 9 2 . Yo ' take dat fro g an ' yo ' 

WRITE NAME OF PERSON WANTING TO HARM YOU 
T I E  ROUND FROG - THROW INTO RUNNING WATER 

write dis name on a 
(What name? ) 

piece o f  papah . 

Anybody ' s  name . An ' yo ' tie it  roun ' 
dis live fro g  an ' carry it an ' throw 

it in de runnin ' s tream of watah . T ie it  t i ght where de papah won ' t git o f f  in 
a runnin ' s tream of wat ah . Dat ' s  a party dat yo ' wanta do harm tuh . Wel l , dat 'll 
carry him r i ght on off in dat r ivah . [ S avannah , Ga . , ( 1 2 71 ) , 2151 : 8 . ] 

9 8 9 3 . Now , if yo ' go t a girl an ' yo ' wan ' ' er tuh love yo ' ,  yo ' kin go tuh 
one dem red ant s  baid . Ketch yo ' one dem toadfrogs ,  dem ole rough toadfrogs an ' 

KILL A TOADFROG AND PUT IT IN A RED ANTS BED 
AFTER ITS FLESH EATEN - TAKE STRAIGHT BACKBONE 
AND STICK INTO GARMENT OF WOMAN OR MAN WANTED 

kill ' im .  Put dat toadfrog in 
dat ant s  baid an ' let ' im s tay 
in dat ant s  baid unt il dem 
ant s e s  eat ' im up , till he gits  
tuh where he ain ' t nuthin b ut a 

shell [ s keleton] . Den yo ' take dat fro g  den an ' yo ' git dat s traight bone dat 
runs down ' is back . An '  yo ' kin take dat bone den an ' any woman dat chew want 
or any man dat chew want , whils t me an ' yo ' talkin ' or me an ' ' er talkin ' , ah 
s t ick dat bone in dat garment dat she had on or d a t  he has o n .  I f  ah ' m  a woman 
ah s t ick it in a man [ garment ] or if ah ' m  a man ah s tick it  in a woman [ garment ] .  
Yo ' s ee , s t ick dat bone in dere , j es '  a small piece of  dat bone , an ' leave it in 
dere . Den yo ' ll come tuh be mah sweethear t if ah wan ' chew , o r  yo ' ll come t uh 
b e  ' er sweethe ar t if s he wan ' chew . [Waycro s s , Ga . , (1120a) , 1801 : 3 . ] 

9 8 9 4 . I f  yo ' have someone dat yo ' d e s ire dere affec t ion an ' dere love , dey 
s ay now yo ' could ke t ch a bullfrog an ' put ' im intuh a box where he ' s  conf ined 

SET A BULLFROG IN A BOX WITH HOLES WHERE ANTS 
CAN EAT HIS FLESH - TAKE THE BONE LIKE A "T" 
STICK THI S BONE INTO CLOTHES OF PERSON YOU WANT 
LEAVE THERE 9 DAYS - RETRIEVE IT - PERSON YOURS 

and put ho les . S e t  dis box 
where ant s kin eat ' im  up . 
Af t ah dey eat ' im ,  dere ' s  a 
bone in ' im .  Yo ' t ake dis 
box up an ' look in dere [ among 
the bone s ] .  Dere ' s  a bone-lak , 

lak a "T" . Yo ' take d is bone an ' go tuh dis person an ' put it  somewhere in de 
lining , somewhere in dere c lothes where dey won ' know it , an ' let dem weah i t  
nine days i n  dere clothes . Af t ah d a t  yo ' take it an ' keep it , an ' a s  long a s  
dey live , yo ' can ' t g i t  r id o f  ' em .  Don ' t care whut chew do o r  how mean yo ' b e  
o r  how cro s s  yo ' b e  tuh ' em ,  as long a s  yo ' keep d i s  "T" dere , yo ' ll nevah git 
rid of ' em in de wor ld . [Mob ile , Ala . , ( 6 7 1 ) , 886 : 1 . ] 

9 89 5 .  There is somet hing else that ah didn ' t t e l l  you , they has a peculiar 
inf luence on people ,  an ' that is the fro g .  Did chew evah hear that?  You get a 
toad . You know what a toad i s ?  [ I  probab ly nod my head yes . ] You take him and 
you go to - you s een these large ant s . You take him while he ' s  al ive an ' carry 
him to a b ed of  these creatures , you know , an ' put an ole b ucket over him so he 
can ' t ge t out . And they ' ll j es '  eat him completely up , and den they wil l  leave 



- Hoodoo - Conj urat ion - Witchcra f t  - Ro otwork - 3887 

the bones there . I t ' s  a b one that come out o f  his back ; i t  looks l ike a shoe

CARRY LIVE TOAD TO ANTS BED - COVER WITH BUCKET 
TO PREVENT HOPP ING AWAY - AMONG BONES LEFT BY ANTS 
ONE LOOKS LIKE A SHOE BUTTONER - WRAP THIS IN PIECE 
OF BELOVED ' S  CLOTHING TO KEEP HIM OR HER NEAR YOU 

b ut toner , has a l i t t l e  
hook-l ike i n  it . You take 
this and get a p iece o f  
this per son ' s clothing . 
Say , for ins tance ,  if  you 
could s t eal a pair o f  a 

lady ' s  s t ep ins or j es '  anything that chew have o f  theirs - that chew can get o f  
theirs , small that chew can wrap up . You wrap that up into a package o f  some 
kind l ike it was something very precious . And a s  long a s  that b one remain there , 
this person will remain very near to you . Now , that i s  something that has b een 
tr ied by mill ions , an ' al so by mys el f  - something to be sub s tant iated . [Mob ile ,  
Ala .  , (650)  , 8 6  7 : 1 .  ] 

9 8 9 6 .  I f  yo ' wuz a young man an ' wan ' in '  [want ing ] a girl an ' love der [ l oved 
her ] an ' she wuz not yore cla s s  [ she was above you ] b ut s t ill yo ' wanted ' er ,  yo ' 

SHUT UP TOADFROG IN CIGAR BOX WITH AIRHOLES 
AFTER ANTS EAT FLESH - TAKE FISHHOOK-LIKE BONE 
AND STICK INTO CLOTHES OF PERSON YOU LIKE 

take yo ' a toadfrog an ' g i t  chew 
a nice li ' l  cigah box . Take yo ' 
a icepick an ' put chew mayb e two 
dozen holes , s ome in de s ide an ' 
some on de top , s o  he git air 

yo ' know . Shet ' im  up in dere an ' make some airholes in de b ox . Well , he ' ll 
' vently [ eventually ] perish tuh death , an ' d e  ant s w�ll eat de flesh off ' is 
b ones . De ant s will eat all de flesh , dere j es '  b e  d e  car cas s dere . He ' s  got 
a hook in ' im  j es '  ' zactly [ exac tly ] lak a fishhook . De ant s eat all de flesh 
o f f  ' im - dere be no skin d ere , no nuthin but j es '  ' is carcas s - in about fo ' 
months . I t  take about fo ' months in de summah . In de fall o f  de yeah yo ' kin 
git de carcas s .  Well , he ' s  go t a b one r ight in ' is hip back dere j es '  ' zackly 
lak a fishhook . I t  shaped j es '  lak a fishhook . Well , whut dey w�ed de ant s 
tuh do is tuh show ' em de b one , de fishhook . Dey take dis li ' l  bone an ' put i t  
anywhere in y o r e  clothes . I f  it ' s  ' er ,  when yo ' go tuh s ee ' er ,  she ' ll hang it 
in yore clothes ; or yo ' ll hang i t  in ' er clothes . Well , den she ' s got yo ' tied. 
Dat ' s  whut dey use de toadfrog fo ' . [Wil s on ,  N .  Car . , ( 14 7 6 ) , 2657 : 8 . ] 

9 89 7 .  I f  yo ' wanta make a gurl love yuh , [ they ] say yo ' git chew one des e 
b i g  toadfrogs an ' put i t  in a ci garbox , yo ' know . An ' put holes in i t .  Yo ' 
s ee ,  all round i t  so de ant s  kin go through , dese large r ed ants . Yo ' know , no t 
de real lar g e  one s  but d e s e  l i ' l  small red ant s . An ' put it right ovab de hol e 
where nobody won ' t bothah it , o f f  somewher es or ' no t hah . An '  dem ant s will eat 
o f f  all d e - eat ' im  up yo ' know . S t ing him an ' den d ey ' ll eat - feed off him , 
s ee ,  unt il dey g i t  all dem b ones tuh deres el f .  An ' it ' ll be one bone dere j es '  
lak a fishb one . Ah ' ve s een it mahs el f .  I t  lo ok j es '  lak a fi shbone . 

(How does it look now? ) 
A li ' l  crooked - yo ' know how a fishbone got a l i ' l  crook in i t .  An ' dey ' ll 

take dat f ishb one an ' - somet ime yo ' know yo ' kin git up tuh a gurl an ' t alk wit 
' er but she don ' care nuthin much ' bout chew ; but den de same time ,  yo ' kin git 
closah yo ' know . Well , den when yo ' git clo sah , yo ' take dat bone yo ' know an ' 
s t ick it in ' er clothes anywhere , an ' yo ' can ' t git rid of ' er .  

(That will make her love you. ) [ S t .  Peter sb urg , Fla . , (1021) , 165 1 : 7 . ] 
9898 . Tuh make dem have a tendency tuh love anyone - yo ' know , gain de in

fluence of anyone yo ' wanta love - yo ' git s a grown l ive fro g . Let ' im be well
grown , heal thy . An '  g i t s  yo ' a pas t eb o ' d  b ox an ' a darnin ' needle an ' thread . 
An '  take yo ' a pair o f  s c i s sors an ' cut a deep hole in d i s  b ox , an ' yo ' put d is 
live frog in d is b ox , b ut let i t  be at de twi light of de night . An '  take yore 
scis sahs an ' cut holes in dis b ox .  An ' den take d is needle an ' thing an ' sew up 
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d i s  box.  An ' t ake i t  an ' don ' say nuthin tuh nob ody . Yo ' take i t  an ' go tuh a 

AT TWILIGHT PUT FROG IN PASTEBOARD BOX WITH HOLES 
NOT SAYING A WORD TAKE BOX TO ANTS NEST - AFT ER 
7 DAYS FROG WILL BE A SKELETON - TAKE 2 BONES 
ONE LIKE FISH S��LE - OTHER LIKE FI SHHOOK - SCALE 
KEEP - HOOK STICK INTO CLOTHES OF P ERSON WANTED 

ant s nes t  an ' den yo ' put i t  
right in de ant s nes t .  An ' 
d en af tah s even days yo ' go 
back t uh de frog an ' den de 
frog will b e  a skeleton . An '  
den it ' s  two p ieces ab out de 
skeleton yo ' want . One look 

lak a fish scale an ' one look lak a f ishhook . An ' yo ' git dem two pieces an ' yo ' 
keep de fish scale . An ' den yo ' take d e  fishhook an ' j es '  lak i f  yo ' wanta -
intend tuh love anyone , yo ' pin it anywhere on ' em fa ' about thirty s econds , an ' 
yo ' t o t e  i t  den .  An ' ' long as yo ' keep dat fish scale yo ' ll have dem undah con
trol an ' do anything yo ' want ' em tuh do . 

(What do you do with that fishhook? ) 
Yo ' take that fishhook an ' put i t  on his shirt o r  anyb ody dress or anything . 

Yo ' know , hook it roun ' dere . Yo ' leave i t  dere fa ' thirty s econd s . 
(Then what do you do wi th i t ? ) 
I f  yo ' wanta yo ' kin take i t  o f f . [ Sumter , S .  Car . , (1 3 5 9 ) , 2 3 9 3 : 1 . ] 
9 8 9 9 . Ab out de fro g .  Now , if ah had a girl , s eed [ saw ] a woman dat ah wanted 

an ' ah co ' dn ' t [ could no t ] git ' er no othahwise , ah ' d  take me a frog an ' put ' im  
in a b o x .  C u t  some holes i n  de b o x  an ' care [ carry ] i t  tuh a red ant baid , one 

LET RED ANTS EAT LIVE FROG IN BOX WITH HOLES 
USE 2 O F  BONES - WITH HOOKBONE SCRATCH WOMAN 
HANG IT IN HER CLOTHES - SHE I S  YOURS - TO GET 
RID OF HER - SCRATCH WI TH SPADEBONE - D I SCARD 

dese big raid ant baid s . Put 
' im dere an ' let dose ant ses 
s t ing ' im t uh death . S tay away 
a couple , or three or fa ' days 
unt il ah find he ' s  done rotten 
an ' quit s tinkin ' . Ah goes back 

in dere an ' ah pulls dat hide o f f  ' im an ' dere ' s  two bone in dere . One bone look 
lak a hook an ' one is made lak a spade . Well , ah comes on back where dis woman 
is an ' ah take dis hook an ' pass by an ' happen tuh scratch ' er ahm wi t it . Ho ok 
it in ' er c l o thes an ' ah go on . She ' ll f e l lah me . She b e  mah woman from den on , 
until ah gi t s  mad wit ' er or wanta g i t  rid o f  ' er .  Den ah c ould use d e  spade . 
De spade will bring hatred , make her hate chew . Lak yo ' made her love , dat spade 
will make her hate chew . She ' ll hate tuh even see yo ' comin ' . 

(What do you do with that spade t o  make her hate you? ) 
Ah keeps de spade all de t ime . Den ah take de spadeb one an ' do de same way 

wit it , yo ' know , s trike her , scratch ' er anywhere wi t de spadeb one , see . Den 
throw it away . [ Sumter , S .  Car . , (136 4 ) , 2 4 05 : 7 . ] 

9900 . Yo ' g i t  a fro g , a toadfrog , an ' yo ' put ' im i n a  can . Yo ' put s ome 
hol e s  in de can an ' yo ' put ' im  ovah a red ants nes t , an ' le t de ants eat de 

LET RED ANTS EAT TOADFROG IN CAN WITH HOLES 
AMONG BONES IS A FI SHBONE OR WI SHBONE - HANG 
IT IN WOMAN 1 S CLOTHES TO MAKE HER LOVE YOU 
TO GET RID OF HER - GIVE HER 9 DROP S OF T EA MADE 
FROM THE WI SHBONE OF ANOTHER ANT- EATEN TOADFROG 

fro g .  An ' when de ants through 
wi t it , yo ' go dere an ' gits de 
skeleton of de frog , an ' yo ' ll 
find a b one in dere , in d i s  
skeleton d a t  lo oks l a k  a fish
b one - a wishb one . [ There i s  
n o  b one i n  a frog or toad 

looking l ike the wishb one in a chicken . ]  An '  yo ' takes dis bone an ' go out talk
in ' wit d e  girl dat chure t ryin ' t uh git . I f  yo ' kin hang i t  in ' er clo thes j es '  
fa ' two s econd s , why she ' ll b e  craz y ab out chew . 

An '  de only way tuh git uns undah [ as under ] from ' er i s  take dat same bone from 
ano thah fro g , an ' make a t ea an ' put some o f  de watah in s ompin lak a b o t t l e  o f  
soda watah [ a  sweet carb onated water o f  various flavors ] o r  s ompin lak d a t  - nine 
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drop o f  d i s . 
chew . 

D en she ' ll git chew o f f  ' er mind . 

(That is all she can do to get rid o f  that . )  
D at ' s  all yo ' kin do tuh git r i d  o f  dat gir l .  
(Oh ! i f  you want t o  get rid o f  her . )  

O t hah den dat , she ' ll s t ay wit 

Yes , i f  yo ' wanta keep ' er ,  why don ' t make de t ea .  
( I f  you want to get r i d  o f  her , you get ano ther fro g and take i t  out t o  the 

ant s b ed . ) 
Dat ' s  it . [ Savannah , Ga . ,  (1269 ) , 2148 : 12 . ] 
9901 . Yo ' kin take a fro g an ' p ut ' tm in a p o t  an ' boil ' im. Git chew nine 

red ant s an ' put in der e .  Aftah yo ' b o il ' im ,  yo ' take de frog out an ' strip ' is 
laigs . Jes ' lak yo ' ketch d e  frog in dis han ' [ demons trates ] yo ' ketch ' im  by 
his laigs an ' s t r ip ' is laigs . Pull ' is laigs through de soup - de watah dat 

b o i l in ' . 

BOIL FROG WITH 9 RED ANT S - STRIP MEAT FROM 
LEFT HIND LEG - T I E  BONE IN BAG - ANO INT WITH 
COLOGNE AND LINSEED OIL - WOMAN WEARS BAG ABOUT 
� ST TO HOLD MAN - REST OF FRO G UND ER MATTRESS 

[I d e s c r ib e  informant ' s demon
strat ion . ] 
(You hold him up by the legs 

and pull his feet down toward 
the body . )  

str ip ' im enough tuh git de meat o f f  wit ' out 
git chew some colo gne an ' some l inseed oil . 
oil an ' colo gne . Take an ' t i e  him in a bag . 
If yo ' wan ' a keep it from fall in ' out , [ put ] 
a c loth an ' put it up ' tween de ma ttr e s s  an ' 

(What will that do ? ) 
Dat will keep ' im wit ' er .  

Take dat , aftah yo ' git de 
meat o f f  - take his haid o f f  -

t eahin ' ' im too bad . Take hia an ' 
Yo ' ' no int ' im good wit dat linseed 

Put dat bag undah yore aattress . 
' tween de spr ing an ' mattres s .  Git s 
he [man ] l i e  on dat . 

(Do you t ak e  t h i s  meat o f f  all the bones or what ? )  
J es ' o f fa one , h i s  lef ' hin ' laig . 
(And you put the whole fro g under there ? ) 
De whole frog undah d e  b aid . An ' take de meat dat chew got o f f  ' is  lef ' hin ' 

laig an ' one dose b ones , an ' tie hit an ' weah hit between dere in a bag . Weah 
�t roun ' ' er wai s t  in a b ag ,  l et it hang down in front o f  ' er .  

(This i s  to keep the man . ) 
Keep d e  man , y eah , at ' er place . [ S t .  Petersburg , Fla . , (1042) . 1691 : 1 . ] 
990 2 .  I n  gamb l in '  if yo ' wanta b e  lucky aroun ' a skin game , yo ' take yo ' a 

frog an ' kill it an ' go t uh ant ' s  b ed ,  dem ole b ig r ed ant , an '  put ' ia  in der e ,  

KILL FROG - LEAVE I N  RED ANT S BED 9 DAY S  
KEEP SKELETON IN LEFT PO CKET AS GAMBLING HAND 

an ' l eave him fer nine days . An ' 
he goin ' b e  bard [ a  skeleton ] ,  
dem ant s goin' eat ' ia  all up . 
J e s ' take dat frog an '  tote ' im 

ta yor e  l e f ' p o cket . Dat ' s  one 
(You are going t o  b e  lucky . )  

o f  devilest handS yo ' evah see . 

Yes , s i r , y o ' go in ' ruin dem gamb l ahs . [ J acksonville , Fla . , ( 549 ( ,  68 7 : 7 . ] 
99 0 3 . There was one trick they had . They used to ket ch a frog and take this 

old fro g ,  kill an ole l and frog , an ole toad . And put him in a little b ox and 

A �CK - KILL FRO G  - PUT IN BOX WI TH HOLES 
..r5 WILL EAT HIM - HANG ONE BONE ON D RE S S  

make holes i n  i t  sump in l ike yo ' d  
a p ep p erbox . Little ant s would 
c rawl in there and them ant s  would 
go in t here and destroy the b ody 

of this ole fro g .  And after h e  was dead , eat h im up . You put that box into run
� water , whare there ' s  a p lace of wat er running r ight steady down , unt il i t  
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washed all that ole f i l th . that ole eat-up flesh . away from that fro g .  yo ' know . 
and leave nuthin but de b one there . And there was a certain b one there . I don ' t 
know what it was . but I ' ve heared them tell i t . There was a certain b one in that 
fro g that they ' d  take that out and go around de girl ' s  house . And if she was 
walkin ' around . cookin ' an ' do in ' anything . she had no knowledge of what was 
goin ' on . why you could hang that in her dres s . 

(Hang it  on the clothesl ine ? )  
No 1 her dress on her . She ' d  have a dress on . But . i f  you ' s to take that ole 

b one and s tick it  in her clothes somewhares . she pas s in ' around de house an ' 
you ' s s e t t in ' there t alkin ' with her . and she couldn ' t  git c lear o f  you . [ Prin
cess Anne . Md • •  (133) 1 51 : 1 . ] 

9904 . Well . you take a frog . you 
h im down alive j es '  l ike that with a 

take you a nail . or take a knife and peg 
peg right at your house . Take some sugar 

PEG DOWN LIVE FROG - COVER WITH SUGAR - ANTS 
WILL EAT HI S FLE SH - TAKE FORKED BONE FROM TAIL 
SEW INTO LITTLE BAG - ANOINT WITH OIL O F  CLOVER 
VAN VAN - FAST LUCK = 3 THINGS - GAMBLING LUCK 
RUB LITTLE FAST LUCK AND BAG IN HAND GAMBLING 

and j ust sprinkle it goo d . you 
see . The worms . the ant s and 
things will eat all the flesh 
off i t . And a f ter they eat all 
the flesh off i t 1 you will f ind 
a forked bone at the b ack tail 
of it . Then you take that oil 

o f  clover . van van and fast luak . see . Now you take that and sew them to gether 
and make you a lit tle bag . and put it in your pocketbook . But that fas t  luak . 
you must keep a litt le b it out when you go ing out . on the s ide . and scrape in 
your hand l ike this [ demonstrates ] . That gives you gamb ling hand ; power in gamb
ling . 

( I s  fas t  luak a l iquid or a powder ? )  
That ' s  l ickri sh [ l iquid ] .  When you put it on your hand it  

you ] . Now . when you look at i t 1 when you put it  on your hand 
that curl up 1 sort of yellowish . I t  gives you satis fact ion . 

b urns shoe [ burns 
and rub it 1 you see 
[New Orleans . La • •  

( 815 ) . 115 3 : 2 . ] 
9 9 05 . Tell yo ' about frogs . 

ho les in it 1 an ' ca ' it  down tuh 
Take a fro g an ' put ' im in a snuffbox an ' punch 
de fo ' ks of de road . An '  at de twi l of day go 

CARRY LIVE FROG IN HOLE-PUNCHED SNUFFBOX TO 
FORKS OF ROAD - RETURN 9 MORNINGS - AT "TWIL OF DAY "  

= JIS ' BEFO ' DAYLIGHT - ANT-EATEN B Y  9TH MORNING 
TAKE LUCKY BONE FROM FROG ' S  HEAD - WEAR IN POCKET 
TO GET A FAVOR - ASK IT AND LAY BONE NEAR PERSON 

b ack fo ' nine mawnin ' s .  
an ' de las ' mawnin ' he ' ll 
b e  e t  up by de antses . 
An ' take him den an ' take 
de b one outa his hai d 1 an ' 
keep i t  in yuh pockit . 
An ' if yo ' wan ' someone 

tuh do whut chew a s t  ' im [ ask him] take an ' put dat 
dey ' ll do anything yo ' as ' cum [ ask them] . 

somewheah neah d em 1  an ' 

(When do you take that fro g down there to the road ? ) 
At de ' twi l l  of day - yes sir . j is '  b e fo ' dayl ight . 
(The twi l l  of day . that means j ust before dayl ight . )  [ This la st remark o f  

mine i s  merely an editorial comment f o r  the future . I may have another examp le 
of twi l but I am no t sure . Do es it mean at the twi light of day ? Somewhere in 
HOODOO I think we have the expre s sion fiPs t light . Does the latter equal dawn? ] 
[Waycro s s . Ga • •  (1134 ) 1 1841 . ] 

9906 . Yo ' kin take a toadfPog.  Now 1 I had dat - dat wus done tuh me . A man 
wus co ' tin ' [ courting]  me an ' he wus co ' tin ' ano thah lady . An ' we co ' ted fo ' a 
good long while an ' ah tole ' im 1  ah siys 1 "Why don ' t chew let ' s  g it � ' ed ? "  

He say . "Well 1 ah ' m  engaged tuh ano thah lady tuh git ma ' ed . " 
Ah ast ' im 1  ah say . "Why yo ' co ' tin ' me so long when yo ' know yo ' wus engaged 
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FORTUNETELLER ASKS CLIENT TO CATCH A TOADFROG 
KEEP LIVE IN EMPTY COFFEE CAN WITH HOLES 
NAME ANIMAL 3 TIMES NAME OF ENEMY WOMAN - SET 
CAN IN BED O F  BLACK ANTS - AFTER FLESH HAS BEEN 
EATEN AWAY - BRING BONES TO HIM - HE MAKES 
PACKAGE OF BONES FOR CLIENT TO WEAR - TO KEEP 
OTHER WOMAN FROM MARRYING THE MAN - FORTUNE
TELLER ASKS FOR GOPHER [TORTO ISE IN GEORGIA ]  
HONE COULD B E  FOUND - HE USED RED-LOOKING DIRT 
IR PAPER - WHICH CLIENT THROWS AT ENEMY ' S DOOR 

when June come i f  ah live , yo ' won ' gi t ma ' ed . "  
He say , "Wel l , i f  ah live , ah will gi t ma ' ed . "  
Ah say , "Wel l , i f  yo ' live yo ' won ' gi t ma ' ed . "  

tuh ano thah lady? " 
He says , "Well , ah gue s s  ah 
lak yuh . "  
Ah say , "Well , dat ain ' t busi
ne s s . "  Say , "Ah thought chew 
wus co ' tin ' me fo ' a wi f e .  I f  
ah hadda thought chew wusn ' t 
doin ' dat , we ' d  ab een [we would 
have b een ]  qui t long ago , b ecuz 
a husb and [ was ] whut ah wus 
lookin ' fo ' • " 
He says , "Well , ah ' m  already 
engaged tuh git ma ' ed . "  
Ah say , "Wel l , when yo ' goin ' 
g it ma ' ed? " 
"Well , we ' s  tuh gi t ma ' ed in 
June . "  
Ah tole ' im ,  ah says , "Wel l , 

So when June come - de lady wus down sout h - she came . He come ovah an ' he 
to le me ,  he say , "Wel l , de lady ah tole yuh ab out ah wus t uh ma ' y ,  she have come : '  

[ Cyl inder change causes the following rep e t i t ion . ] 
Ah say , "Wel l , when y o ' go in ' gi t ma ' ed? " 
He say , "We ' s  tuh gi t ma ' ed in June . "  
Ah say , "Wel l , ah tole yuh , yo ' wouldn ' t  ma ' y  her . "  
He say , "Wel l , ah don ' t see how yo ' [ can say ] ah ' m  no t gonna ma ' y  ' er . I f  ah 

li.ve ah ' m  g onna ma ' y  huh . "  
Ah say , "Wel l , i f  ah live yo ' won ' ma ' y  huh . "  
So ah goes tuh a for t une tellah an ' dis fortune t ellah to l e  me t uh ke tch a toad

frog an ' g�t me a cof fee can , a t in cof fee can , an ' drive holes in de b o t tom of 
dat can an, up aroun ' in dat can t uh ' b out hal fway . An ' ke tch dat frog an ' put 
' ia  in dat can an ' name him dat p uhson ' s  name three t imes . An ' take i t  tuh a 
black ant ses baid an ' s t i r  i t  up , an ' set dat can in der e ; an ' evah two or three 
days fo ' me tuh watch dat can . Go an ' look in i t  evah two or three days . An '  
when dem ant ses eat all d e  meat offa dat fro g ,  tuh b r ing ' im dat frame [ skeleton ]  
iD dat can . An '  when dat wu s  done , a h  ca ' ed i t  t uh ' im .  An ' h e  t o l e  m e  dere vus 
.a-e bones in dat frog dat he wus gonna fix in a li ' l  package fo ' me t uh weah 
wbere it ' ll keep warm nex ' tuh me , an ' he would nevah ma ' y  dat wumman . An '  he 
�d de packa ge an ' ah went tuh weahin ' i t . So when de t ime come fo ' him tub 
.a ' y dis wumman , he come ovah an ' he t o l e  me , he sayed , "Mi s s  Car tah , "  he sayed , 
� lady didn ' t ma ' y  me . "  

Ah sa i d , "Wel l , why she didn ' t ma ' y yo ' ? " 
Be said , "Ah dunno . "  
Ah said , "Well , did yo ' b uy de papahs? " 
Be say , "Yes , "  say , " Ah bought mah license an ' dey co s t  fo ' dollahs an '  fi fty 

ceDts , an ' ah went ovah tuh ma ' y  her an ' she tole me she ' c l ined [ decli.oed ] de 
t.lea of git tin ' ma ' ed . "  

Ah said , "Well , when did she say she would ma ' y  yuh? " 
"She didn ' t say . "  
Ah said , "Wel l , yo ' oughta make huh t ell yuh when she goona aa ' y yuh . She 

' cl..i.Ded de idea r i ght now , mayb e a li ' l  latah she might aa ' y . " 
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He say , " She don ' mean tuh ma ' y . "  
Ah say , "Yo ' reckon she don ' t ? " 
He say , "No . " 
Ah say , "Why? " 
"Cuz she given me mah money b ack . 

l icense an ' she give it b ack tuh me . "  
Ah paid fa ' dollahs an ' f i f ty cents fa ' d e  

Ah say , " O h  well , s h e  don ' t mean tuh ma ' y yo ' den . " 
An '  den he commence tuh worryin ' me tuh ma ' y  ' im an ' ah wouldn ' t  ma ' y  him den , 

' cuz de fortunetellah dat ah ' d  gone tuh tole me it would happen dat way . An ' he 
tole me , "When he ast chew ' bout ma ' in '  don ' chew ma ' y  him . " Said , " Becuz he 
wouldn ' t  l ive long . He would soon str icken an ' d ie an ' yo ' would soon be a widow 
ag ' in . "  

An '  j is '  lak he tole me ' bout it , he would ast me ' b out ma ' in '  ' im ,  he d id . 
But ah kep ' ' im shooed o f f , an ' re ' lly , latah he d id t aken s ick an ' d ied . 

[Here I changed the cyl inder . Informant b egins by returning to an ep isode 
she had omit ted , what she had done to make her r ival refuse the man . ] 

So dis f o rtunetellah tole me dat dis woman dat he wus suppo sed tuh ma ' y ,  she 
wouldn ' t  ma ' y  him . He tole me tuh git some l i ' l  boy tuh go on in de swamp or 
somewhah an ' f in '  me a gophah - wit fa ' laigs , a gophah , yo ' know . So ah come 
b ack an ' go t de boys tuh hunt de gophah up an ' dey wouldn ' t  fin ' one . 

[ The preceding word gopheP may confuse the reader . Here in Georgia where I 
was interviewing , people called the gopher a salamander . What informant means 
b y  gopher i s  a burrowing l and tortoise (GophePus po lyphemus ) , the animal and 
eggs edib l e . ] 

S o  ah went b ack an '  tole ' im about it . Ah said , "Wel l ,  d on '  seem lak ah kin 
git a gophah . "  Ah say , " I t ' l l have tuh b e  some o thah ' rangement s  made . "  Ah 
said , "Dis man sweahs dat he gonna ma ' y  dis wumman . " 

He said , "Yo ' needn ' t  worry about dat ; he ain ' t gain ' ma ' y  huh . "  
He say , "Well . "  He go t some d ir t , some red-lookin ' d ir t , an ' he showed it 

tuh me . He said , " I f  ah g ive yuh some o f  d i s  dirt an ' tell yuh whut t uh do wit 
it , would j ew be s cared tuh do it? " 

Ah said , "No , ah won ' t b e  s cared . Ah ' ll try tuh do it . "  
An ' he f ixed so much o f  de dirt in a papah an ' give it tuh me . An ' he said , 

"Af tah dahk [ dark ] - yo ' know wheah dis wumman l ive? " 
S ay ,  "Yessuh . "  
"Aftah dahk yo ' go tuh huh house wheah she l ive . Don ' let no one see yo ' ,  

if yo ' kin he ' p  it , an ' yo ' throw dis dirt tuhwards ' er front do ' ,  as  much as 
yo ' kin , tuh spat tah it on d e  do ' an ' de porch aroun ' . An ' she won ' t nevah 
ma ' y . "  

So ah d id dat . 
S o  dey d idn ' t ma ' y .  
(You said this was ano ther case whe re a woman was go ing to marry the man . 

This is the same s tory? ) 
Yes s ir , dat ' s  de woman ' s  part o f  de graveyard dirt . [ The reader may recall 

that my informant told us her rival de lady was down south . Here we were in 
south ern Georgia no t t oo far from Flor ida ! I found this down south all along the 
Atlant ic coas t  from Maryland southward . The south was always somewhere far ther 
south ! ]  [ Waycro s s , Ga . , (113 3 ) , 1839 : 14 . ] 

CUT UP FROG AND LET RED ANT S EAT FLESH 
CARRY ONE OF TH E LEG BONES FOR LUCK 

9 9 0 7 . Dey say yo ' kin take a red ant s  
b ed an ' cut a frog up an ' l e t  d e  red 
ant s  eat up dat frog - eat all of ' em 
[ p ieces ] .  An '  den yo ' could take cer

t ain bones from ' im ,  lak a laig b one , l ak dat an ' carry it fa ' luck . Dey say 
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dat ' s very success ful fo ' a luck charm . 
(Luck in anything? ) 

Yes sir , luck in anything . [Way cro ss , Ga . , ( 108 6 , a hoodoo man , good ) , 
1 7 55 : 9 . ] 

9 9 08 . Yo ' kin ketch a 
three ways about a fro g . 

toadfrog an ' yo ' bur ' ' im [ bury h im ] . Dere ' s two or 
Yo ' ketch a toadfrog an ' yo ' bur ' ' im ,  an ' put ' im in 

LET ANTS EAT FLESH FROM TOADFROG 
TOUCH WMAN YOU WANT WITH A BONE 

a ant s b aid an ' de ant s done p ick ' im  b ad . 
An ' den aftah dat , why yo ' takes ' is bones . 
Don ' want no flesh on ' is b ones . An '  weah i t  
i n  yore po cket . An ' den i f  i t ' s  a woman dat 

chew wanted tuh b e  wit , why yo ' j es '  tetch ' er wit dat frog [ b ones ] . [Al g ier s ,  
La. , ( 1 5 7 5 ) , 2 9 00 : 8 . ] 

9 9 09 . Well , now , i f  yo ' kin , yo ' kin take as li ' l  a thing a s  a toadfrog , an ' 
ketch ' im . an '  put ' im in a box . An '  j is '  let ' im stay dere , you see , until de 
ants eat all of ' is flesh o f fa his bones . An '  it ' s  a li ' l  f orked bone in ' im  
da t  yo ' kin git . An '  i f  y o '  kin git anywheres neah dat man an ' put dat bone on 
' im , an ' he ' ll come b ack . Yes , s ir , he ' ll come right b ack home tuh stay dere . 
[Vicksbur g ,  Mis s . , ( 7 6 7 ) , 1 0 5 7 : 5 . ]  

9 9 10 . Yo ' know dese ole r o ugh frogs dat hop . Well , yo ' take dem an ' yo ' put 
' em  in a t in can an ' cut s ome holes in der e .  An '  yo ' git a bone out dere dat 
shape lak a f ishhook . An '  yo ' could hang dat on anybody ' s  clo thes an ' dey ' ll 
f ellah yo ' r egardles s who dey is woman or man , an ' love yo ' . [ Brunswick , Ga . , 
(12 10) , 2014 : 6 . ] 

9 9 11 . Well , now , y o '  take a fro g . H it ' s a 
an '  dere ' s  ano thah one in dere ' s  a scale . Yo ' 

FROG HAS A FI SHHOOK BONE AND A SCALE - WMAN 
STICKS FISHHOOK INTO MAN "S COAT TO HOOK HIM 
BITS FISHHOOK ON SCALE TO GET RID OF HIM 

bone in dat f r o g  lak a f ishho ok 
see a man an ' yo ' wanta use him 
j is '  lak yo ' wanta . Yo ' ketch 
yo ' a toadfrog an ' yo ' lay ' im 
up on d e  shel f . Well , yo ' t urn 
' im on ' is b ack . Lay him ovah 
on de shelf where he canno t turn 

ovah an ' he per ish tuh death an ' he ro t t en .  An ' yo ' go dere an ' yo ' f in '  d i s  
f ishhook an ' yo ' f in '  d i s  scal e . Well , yo ' take dis s c a l e  an ' yo ' keep d i s  
scale . D e  f ishhook , yo ' hook it intuh d e  man ' s coat , an ' a s  long a s  he t o t e  
da t  h e  s t ay w i t  yo ' .  An ' when yo ' g i t  ready f o ' h im  tuh go , yo ' take dat f i sh
hook out dere an ' s t r ike it on de b ack of d i s  s cale an ' h e ' ll go . [ Brunswick , 
Ga . , ( 1 20 6 ) , 203 7 : 1 . ] 

9 9 1 2 . Dat is tuh have yuh husban ' undah yore 
an' yo ' kin do as yo ' please .  Catch dat frog or 

SHE WASHES MAN ' S  CLOTHES IN LEFT-FROG-LEG WATER 
AN '  DAT PO '  FELLAH IS JIS ' A FOOTSTOOL 

feet , treat ' im lak yo ' wanta 
yo ' kin kill ' im  alive an ' take 

dat bone out . 
(What kind of b one? ) 
De laig bone . Yo ' takes one 
o f  dat left lai g . Yo ' skin 

· � an '  yo ' take dat backbone an ' dey gen ' ly [ generally ] keep s it in watah . We 
�t a case of dat by us r ight now . Keep s it in watah in a quar t p r eserve j ah .  
AD •  each in dere wash , g i t s  dat an ' wash ' er husband ' s  clothes in it . If it ' s  
aa£hin but a undahshir t an ' he want s a clean undahshir t , she do e s  dat . An '  dat 
po '  fellah is j is '  a foo t s tool . [ S avannah , Ga . , ( 1 28 0 ) , 217 9 : 3 . ] 

9913 . Dey use frogs f o '  luck . P eoples carry it around in dere pockets fo ' 
..-blin' , an ' as long as d i s  frog j ump s , i t ' s  lucky t uh yo ' ;  but whenevah dis 

FlOG USED TO DIAGNO S E  RECOVERY OR DEATH OF PAT I ENT 
f r o g  s tops , it ' s  bad luck. 
i f  yo ' wanta gamble .  
O r  eithah , yo ' could run 

[ase it on ] a person s ick , an ' as long as d i s  f r o g  j umps , de person will recovah; 
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but if yo ' go roun ' an ' it don ' j ump ,  dat ' s a s i gn o f  quick death . [Memphis , 
Tenn . , ( 1518) , 2 6 9 7 : 9 . ] 

9 9 1 4 . I f  ah b e  in de baid s ick - ah hear ' d  dat i f  yo ' b e  in de baid s ick an ' 
yo ' are poisoned , yo ' ketch a live frog an ' wherevah de mis ery is , yo ' put dat 
frog dere an ' dat frog turn green , but i f  yo ' are no t poisoned , why he won ' t .  

A F I RST-CLAS S EXAMPLE OF THERAPEUTIC LEGERDEMAIN 
PATIENT ON WHOM LIVE FROG TURNS GREEN I S  POISONED 

[To under s t and this remark
able frog- turning-green r i t e , 
let us examine a s imilar r i t e  
previous ly given , t h e  hoodoo 

woman from Bergen Junc t ion (re ference later) . Here the vic t im ,  having exchanged 
shoes with anothe r man , wore them to work next day : Dat night he wasn ' t  ab le  to 
walk home . He was hoppin ' .  His laig was hurtin ' al l up �  olean up tuh ' is knee . 
An ' yo ' kin hear ' im  hol lerin ' .  Ah hear ' im my ownse lf . . .  two b loaks . De doator 
[M. D. ] he aome . De doator aouldn ' t  do no good. Dey had to go git • . .  big [prob
ab ly both in siae and importanae ] hoodoo woman stay out from Bergen Junation . . • 
she aome dere and she put her han ' on ' im jes ' lak dis heah [demonstrates ] an ' 
drag it over ' is faae - we al l standing dere lookin ' at ' em - bring ' er han ' 
right down ovah ' is faae jes ' lak dat an ' aarried it straight on down� right ovah 
dat laig. An ' she done dat three times� an ' . . . two toadyfrogs hopped outa dat 
man ' s  laig� an ' dat man got al l right.  Come out [ the frogs aame out ] baak dere 
where de two p laaes ' bout tuh aome to a haid - where it done� you know� formed a 
aorruption . Here we have one o f  those head-down- to-feet r i t es that dr ives di
sease or evil out o f  the b ody through the feet , o f t en the b i g  toe , into or on t o  
t h e  gr ound . How a sle ight-o f-hand ar t i s t  would have p e r f o rmed t h i s  t r ick I do 
no t know , but I can sugges t  a poss ible method . The hoodoo woman , probably saying 
she wo rked In the Name of the Lord , opened her r ight hand , turned it about t o  
show it emp ty ,  and laid it o n  t o p  o f  t h e  man ' s head In the Name of the Father . 
Then slowly the open palm went down over the man ' s face , neck , shoulder , s ide of 
b ody to hip , thigh , knee , leg , foot and f inally r e s t ed open palm on the ground . 
There may have been verbal mumbo j umbo along the descent . Next our hoodoo oper
ator saying she would now use mo re force , closed her hand loosely and began at 
the man ' s head again ;  this time In the Name of the Son . Her half-closed hand 
go ing down this t ime pressed heavier against the man ' s body . A third t ime and 
In the Name of the Holy Ghost ,  she laid her hand on the man ' s head , but now hand 
was a closed f i s t  pres s ing heavily on i t s  downward j ourney over the man ' s body . 
When she opened her f i s t  on the gr ound i t  was emp ty but two frogs , young ones 
probably the s i z e  of hulled peanuts were j ump ing about . (Yes , I have seen many 
of these small frogs . )  She then pointed out de two p laaes ' bout tuh aome to a 
haid� where it done� you know� formed a aorruption . Surely the aorruption on 
the man ' s leg was the misdirect ion permi t t ing the releas e o f  the frogs . (For 
this hoodoo woman from Bergen Junct ion , see No . l 2 6 3 , p . 441 , v . l . )  The reader 
will now under s t and how in our present r i t e  the non-green frog suddenly could 
turn gr een . And f inally the reader should no t ice how the present informant 
quickly changes from if ah be  in de baid siak to if you be in de baid siak . This 
change occurs frequently in HOODOO. After all I was a total s t ranger t o  my in
formants , many o f  whom cons idered me a hoodoo doctor ! Reference for green- frog 
r i t e : Brunswick , Ga . , ( 1 2 1 9 ) , 206 1 : 8 . ] 

9 9 1 5 . "To take o f f  spell - b o il frog - bathe down - then mix some wat er with 
this and let pat ient dr ink it . "  [This is my original shorthand transcript ion o f  

BOIL FROG - BATHE PATI ENT DOWN - PATIENT DRINKS THI S 
r i t e  my transcriber mis s ed .  
I do no t recall anything 
qui te like it , this hair-

o f-do g- that-b it-you rite . I t  comes f rom an excellent hoodoo woman , Memphis , 
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Tenn . , ( 96 0 ) , 1 5 48 : 3 . ] 
9 9 16 . [ Desp i t e  the exce l lent hoodoo woman from Memphis in the preceding rite , 

drinking fro g-water could b e  dangerous ] .  To put fro g in person , boil frog and 

BOILED-FROG WATER IN FOOD GIVES YOU FROGS 
put this water in person ' s  food . 
[Memphis , Tenn . , ( 9 7 1 ) , 157 2 : 1 . ] 
9 9 17 . [ S imilar to the preced ing r i te 

is this one in whi ch a frog i s  dressed for you ] : 
I ' ve heard they kin dress a frog an ' i f  that frog get anywheres near you , 

yo ' ll get i t . [ This dressing o f  an animal to carry ounjure t o  you was once fair

A FROG CAN BE DRESSED FOR YOU ALONE 
KEEP AWAY FROM FROGS TO AVOID CUNJURE 

Hames and killed i t  - one o f  the f ines t 
[Wilmington , N .  Car . , ( 3 3 4 ) , 2 7 3 : 6 . ] 

9 9 1 8 . We l l , o n c e  a man went p i cking 
snake , so he run to a woman ' s  hous e an ' 

ly common , making every wild o r  s tray an
imal sus pect ; but no such rite can equal 
the one in which a woman with a s t ick 
chased a wandering chi cken in the 3 Holy 
things in HOODOO , No . 205 , p . 58 ,  v . l . ] 

huckleberr ies an ' he go t b it by a ratt le
d e  woman said , "Ah ' ll git a bullfrog 

AS AID FOR RATTLESNAKE B ITE USE BULLFROG BLOOD 
right quick . " S o  she went out 
in de bushes an ' caught a b i g  
bullfrog an ' c u t  ' im an ' j e s '  

laid ' im right on de p lace where he was b it at . Le t dat [bul l f ro g ]  b lood run 
down on dat p lace . An '  so he made i t  tuh de doctah an ' de doctah s aved ' im .  
[ S t . Petersbur g ,  Fla . , ( 1006) , 1 6 24 : 8 . ] 

9 9 1 9 . Put frog eggs in food ; c r eates f r o gs ins ide . [ Mob i le ,  Ala . , 9 4 5 : 4 ] .  
lVo drops o f  frog b lood in d rink creates frogs in person . Can b e  cured by sweet 

milk , saltpeter , and alum . [ Mob ile , Ala . , 9 20 : 4 ] .  
FROG :  E GGS - BLOOD - POWDER S t arve frog to death , parch head to powder , feed 

to a person , frogs ins ide you . [Vi cksb urg , Mis s . ,  
99 7 : 3 ] . Fro g  burned to powder , mix with graveyard dirt , across enemy ' s  path for 
bad luck . [ Snowhi ll , Md . ,  f rom man born and lived early life near S ewanee , 

� EGG YOLK - ON TOAD BELLY - COOKED FOR VICTIM 
Tenn . , 9 : 1 ] .  
9 9 20 . Yo ' kin take a hen aig 
an ' rub it ovah d e  s tomach of 

a frog an ' den cook it in anybody ' s  food an ' 
(Cook what in the food ? )  

dat will kill ' em .  

Cook d e  ai g .  Jes ' chip d e  aig i n  d e  food an ' i t  will kill ' em .  
(You j us t  rub the who le egg? ) 
[MY who le egg could inc lude the shell ! ]  

Yeah , j es '  rub de raw a i g  ovah dis frog ' s  s t oma ch an ' dat wi ll ki ll ' em. [ In
for.ant sur e ly means toad , an animal cons idered p o i s onous in fo lklore . The words 
� aig ind i c ate that the cook , after cracking the egg , lets the yolk run down 
awer the belly o f  the animal and then cooks it for the vi c t im . ] [Brunswick , Ga . , 

P.IDG BLOOD IN FOOD OR DRINK - LIVE FROGS INS IDE 
(somewhere in 1 230 ' s) , 2087 : 1 . ] 
9 9 2 1 . Take a frog ' s  b lood an '  
squeeze i t  i n  s omepin [ to eat 

� drink ] an ' give it tuh yuh an ' dere came de live f r o gs in yuh . [ S t . Peters

9 DBOPS O F  TOADFROG BLOOD CURES DRUNKARD 

'-if pint o f  whi skey , an ' dat ' ll s top him. 

bur g ,  Fla . , ( 10 2 2 ) , 1654 : 5 . ] 
9 9 2 2 .  Ke tch a toadfrog an '  kill ' im 
an ' d rop nine drops of blood in a 

(From d rinking - a heavy liquo r  d rinker . )  [Waycros s , Ga . , (1095) ,  1 7 6 5 : 1 5 . ] 
99 23 . Ketch a toadfrog an ' put war t s  a l l  ovah yo ' .  Take dat an '  git ' is 

�h lye , yo ' know , when he make watah , an ' git warts all ovah yo ' .  Take 
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dat an ' put da t ·  ahambeP lye on yo ' an ' dere comes war ts all ovah yo ' • • •  

URINE OF TOADFROG THROWN ON P ERSON CAUSES WART S 

FROG URINE CAUSES WART S 

(How would they put that on 
a per son? ) 
They would throw it on ' em .  
[Wil son , N .  Car . , ( 15 7 3) , 
2 6 8 0 : 3 . ] 
9 9 24 . Ke tch a frog an ' put 
' im on somebody , yo ' know , an ' 

de war t s . [Wa r t s  are usually 
when he makes watah , dat makes 

a t t r ib uted to a toad , no t frog . ] [ Faye t t eville , 
N .  Car . , ( 14 2 1) , 2 5 6 1 : 5 . ] 

9 9 25 . Take a toadfPog an ' squeeze him an ' take 
if a per son yo ' don ' t like , see . S queeze him till 

SQUEEZE URINE FROM TOADFROG - ADD BLUE STONE - YOUR 
URINE - PERSON DRINKING THESE 3 - SWELLS AND DIES 

his watah [ ur ine ] out of ' im ,  
yo ' g i t  ' is watah outa him .  

An '  when yo ' g i t  ' is wa tah 
outa ' im ,  take a li ' l  blue
a tone an ' mix it up wit dat 
toadfPog wa tah , an ' add some 

o f  yore watah [ ur ine ] tuh it . 
t uh ' em in a drink o r  somep in , 

I t  will caus e de person tuh swell up . Yo ' give i t  
dey ' ll swell u p  an ' bus t . [ Faye t t eville ,  N .  Car . , 

( 1415) , 2049 : 6 . ] 
SPLIT OP EN LIVE FROG AND POULTICE FOR POISON 9 92 6 . J i s ' lak dey say if yo ' 

poisoned, yo ' take a frog an ' 
split ' im open alive an ' tie ' im on . 
cros s ,  Ga . ,  ( 1 1 0 2 ) , 1 7 7 6 : 16 . ] 

Dey say dat will kill dat poison . [Way-

9 9 2 7 . [ T o ] s top a man from makin ' watah , yo ' could take dat frog an ' split 
' im op en an ' f ill ' im up fulla sal t an ' peppah ; an ' pull ' im back tuhg ethah an ' 
hang ' im up . Split ' im open ' l ive . Why dey couldn ' t  make watah ' long as dat wuz 

SPLIT OP EN LIVE FROG - FILL WITH SALT AND P EPPER 
HANG UP - VICTIM INTENDED UNABLE TO URINATE 

done . 
(Do they do any thing with the 
person ' s water at all? ) 
No sir . [ Since the vic t im ' s  

ur ine is no t used on the frog o r  in any way here , magic power is one o f  intent ion 
verbally unexpres s ed . ] [ Fay e t t eville , N .  Car . , ( 14 1 2 ) , 2 5 3 9 : 7 . ] 

9 9 2 8 . (Oh , the shoe ! You mean the rubber tire - automob ile , the inner tube , 
the ins ide tub e ? ) 

Yes , s ir . Well , all r ight . Wel l , yo ' 
o f  it an ' take somp in - take a l i t tle ole 

take dat an ' burn it an ' git de ashes 
rock camphah an ' put wit dat . S e e . 

PROTE CTION FROM BURIED CUNJURE : 3 INGREDIENT S : 
RUBBER INNER-TUBE ASHES - TOADFROG GREASE - CAMPHOR 
RUB THI S SALVE ON SOL E S  OF FEET - WALK OVER ANYTHING 

All r igh t den , well , now 
an ' den yo ' ketch yuh a 
toadyfPog .  Yo ' unders tand 
now . All r ight , ketch yuh 
a toadyfPog an ' e f  yo ' 

don ' wanta kill de toadyfPog - ah done fry de toadyfPog ,  f ry him in a pan . An ' 
git de grease outa ' im a n '  put dat in dere . An ' rub dat on de b o t tom o f  yore 
foot [ fee t ] . 

(What will that do then? ) 
Dey can ' t harm [ aunjuPe ] yo ' . [The burning o f  the rubb er tire , caus ing a bad 

odor , deters witchcraf t ;  see Saato logia Me thods to Repu lse Wi tahaPaft , Nos . l 6 4 8 1-
164 9 9 . pp . 9 0 3 - 90 9 , FOLKLORE FROM ADAMS COUNTY ILLINOIS , 2nd ed . ,  1 9 6 5 . ] [ Jack
sonville , Fla . , ( 6 03) , 7 8 1 : 1 . ] 

9 9 2 9 . Ef yo ' go t any idea dat anybody ' s  do in ' any thin ' tuh yuh ,  yo ' kin take 
dat frog an ' keep ' im in de hous e fuh n ine day s . 

(Keep him Pight ins ide of the house? ) 
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In de house - fuh nine days . Well , a f t ah keep in' dat toadfrog fuh nine days 
int uh de hous e ,  dem p eople whut tryin '  t ub do yuh hahm [ harm ] dey ' ll come t ub 

TO PROTECT YOURS ELF - KEEP FROG IN HOUSE 9 DAYS 
THEN ENEMY WILL COME TO BORROW - REFUSE LOAN 

yuh home evah - each an ' 
evah day an ' t r y  t ub b ahrah 
s omep in f r om yuh . Don ' t 
nevah len '  dem nuthin , s ee .  

I f  yuh len ' dem anythin ' ,  dey kin d o  yuh anythin ' dey wantuh .  Long a s  yuh don ' 
lend nuthin i t ' s  all right . [ J acksonvill e ,  Fla . , ( 6 17 ) , 7 9 2 : 3 . ] 

9 9 30 . And then you kin take , ah - now this is self exp er ienc e .  Not for my
s el f  b ut when I was a kid growing up ; I gues s round ab out four t een , twelv e ,  thir
teen , four t een year s .  S e e ,  I was rai s ed in the count r y  and worked on a farm . 

LIVE FROG IN CAN ON BACK OF STOVE MAKES POWDER 
DO NOT OP EN FOR 9 DAY S - EACH DAY WISH FOR MAN 
SEW THI S FROG POWDER IN BAG OF NEW YELLOW C OTTON 
YOU GET ANY MAN - GO ANYWHERE - ALWAY S HAVE LUCK 

My father d ied when I wa s 
small in 1 9 0 3  and nothin ' b ut 
a woman rai s ed me . My mother 
and I didn ' t  have any thing , 
she and me had to work . Well , 
this was a ageab l e  [ elderly ] 

.an and he was ab le to pay high wages for , you know , a full-grown man and he ' d  
work lot sa children ,  you s ee .  You s ee , where tho s e  lar ge farmer s d idn ' t b o ther 
with we child r en , he ' d  work us in t urnin ' [ sweet p otato ] vines and s et t in '  out 
his potatoes like that . And this was a gr een frog . I t ' s  not a b ul l frog . I t ' s  
between a toadfrog and a b ullfrog . I exp ec t you ' ve s een him. He ' s green and has 
�hose b lack sp ecks on his b ack . I t ' s  long-legged though . S ome say eventually 
after they ge t  old they turn to a b ull frog . But he us ed to ket ch tho s e  frogs and 
he ' d  t ell we childr en t o  cat ch ' em . But i f  he didn ' t t el l  us to ket ch , we could 
ket ch ' em. But he ' d  t ell us to ketch ' em and we would ket ch ' em and he ' d  put it 
in his pocket and it wouldn ' t  j ump out . And he said you take tho s e  frogs and put 
i t  up in a bot t l e  and make your wish . And s et him on d e  s t ove and dry him out 
and take that and do anything you want to do with it . 

Well , of cour s e ,  dis man I knew was p r et t y  good and he always s eemed to b e  
lucky . H e  t o l t  another girl and I one day - we was pret ty good in s et t in '  out 
potatoes . S o  he asked us to ket ch every one of tho s e  frogs that we could s ee .  
See , we ' d  have t o  go t o  the d i t ch t o  dip out wat er , you know , t o  wat er tho s e  
sprout s that was p lant ed ther e .  S o  w e  come to him , w e  asked him .  "Well , "  he 
says ,  "Well , I ' ll t ell you-all something i f  you ' ll [ not ] t el l . "  Ah says , "Wel l , 
what ' s  that ? "  Ah says , "Never is a long time . " He say s , "Wel l , i f  you-all want 
�hose boys you going with , "  he say , "why go ahead and mar r y  ' em , " says , " b ut I '  11 
�ell you , " s ay s , " Viola , "  s ay s , " this b oy you going with , "  he says , "he ain ' t 
pin ' make you any good husband at all . " Says , "They i s  fas t ,  b ut you get �hese 
li�tle spr ing frogs , you s ee ,  these lit t l e  green frogs where you kin squeeze ' ea  
-d they �oes way up into wat e r . "  He say s , "You cat ch every one o f  tho se you 
kin f ind .  He says , " I f  you all have a f i g  b ush , you kin get plenty of ' ea  in 
t:here . " And he says , "And you get that frog , " he says , " and put him i n  a box 
-.d .ake your wish . " And h e  says , "And s e t  him in d e  s t ove or onto �he back of 
the stove . 11 He says , " I n  a small can l ike a f ive- cent o r  t en-c ent bakinr»powder 
1lo:z:. [can ] where you kin close i t  up . Put him in there alive , "  he say and he 
&:78 1  "you d oesn ' t open him in nine days , " he says , "but each day JUke your wi sh 
far �hi s  man . "  He says , "When you op en that f r og , " he says , 11you have you a 
•ieee of yellow cot t on .  G o  t o  the s t ore and b uy you five-cen� piece of yellow 
��on , or you migh t b uy two or three cent s wor th if you kin ge� i� . "  Thr ee 
ceDts wor�h - that was dur ing war t ime [Wo r ld War I ]  - was j us� abou� as wide as 
,..r chin [ ? ] . He says , "And make you a l i t t l e  bag and make i� four comer s , "  
• says , "j is ' s o  it won ' t b e  anything b ut the form o f  �he fro g . "  He says , " S ew 
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all that dus t in ther e , "  he s ays , " and you ' ll always have good luck , and get any 
man you want and go anywhere you want to . "  And ah know her made it for r eal . 
She r eally did it . An ' she came there and she bought five dollar s wo rth o f  
f i g s  when she g o t  one o f  tho s e  frogs . W e  [man informant worked for ] had a lar ge 
fig orchard , and she come there and threw the money down . [ E l i z abeth City , 
N .  Car . , ( 4 3 8 ) , 3 9 1 : 5+ ] . 

9 9 3 1 . Like for ins tance , you would t ake a bullfro g ,  leave him dry , pound 
that up to a powder , giving it to the individual . 

( I  s ee . ) 
GIVE BULLFROG ASHES TO VICTIM After giving it t o  the individual , cro s s ing two 
CRO S S  2 NAILS UNDER HIS STEP S nai l s  under their s tep where they go in and from .  

And their bowels will lock . [ The cro s s ed nails 
and s acrificed-bullfro g  ashes under the s tep s indicate s erious troub l e  here . 
Since bullfro g  ashes are not s o  common as tho s e  of ordinary frogs , I suggest that 
the vic tim here wil l  die a horrible death , croaking like a bull frog ! ]  [ New Or
leans , La . , ( 87 9 ) , 1446 : 1 . ] 

9 9 3 2 . Well , i t ' s  ' cardin ' tuh whut dey put down fo ' yuh tuh walk ovah . Wel l , 
dey kin put d i f f ' ren ' things down fo ' yuh tuh walk ovah . Wel l , j i s '  fo ' ins tant 

TO MAKE PERSON HOP AWAY OR MOVE - KILL FROG 
DRY IN SUN - POWDER UP - SPRINKLE ON HIS PATH 

[ instance ] s ay yuh kin t ake frogs 
d e  way d ey hop s . Well , dey takes 
dat fro g . I t ' s  how dey fix de 
s t uf f . Yuh s ee d ey t akes dat 

frog an ' kills ' em an ' dey lay dat frog in de sun an ' let ' im  dry up , yuh see 
j i s '  dry up dry . An ' dey powdahs dat up yuh s ee .  When dey powdahs dat up , dey 
put dat down dere fo ' yuh tuh walk ovah , yuh see . Or else dey take it an ' throw 
i t  in yore room s ome place an ' yuh walk ovah dat , why dat supposed tuh make yuh 
move , yuh s ee .  Dat ' ll move yuh , run yuh away , yuh s ee .  [Memphi s ,  Tenn . , (1549 ) , 
281 3 : 9 . ] 

9 9 3 3 . Yo ' kin take a p er s on ' s s to ckin ' s  an ' t ake de s ame thing , toadfrog 
dust an ' bury it in de root o f  a t r ee , a young tree while it ' s  yet growin ' ,  an ' 

TOADFROG DUST IN SOCKS BURIED 
IN ROOT OF YOUNG TREE 

KILL S OWNER O F  SOCKS AS TREE GROWS 

in a f ew yeahs dey ' ll pas s  away . Dey d aid . 
(You mean you put this frog dust in thi s 
s tocking? ) 
No , yo ' take de same dus t an ' wrap it up in 
d e  socks an ' p ick yo ' a good l i t tle p l ace 

in de root of de tree , whah d e  root growin ' whah i t ' s  goin ' a covah it up . Well , 
fin ' ly dat r o o t  covah i t  up an ' smothah i t  s o  i t  cain ' t git no air , yor e  gone . 

LEFT EYE O F  FROG - MILK SQUEEZED FROM 
BOTTLED - KEPT AT STEP S - KEEP S LAW AWAY 

[ New Orleans , La . , ( 1 5 6 9 ) , 2 8 8 2 : 3 . ] 
9 9 34 . Ah ' d  get me a frog an ' ah ' d  
squeeze de left eye , squeeze de mi Zk 
out o f  it • • •  ah ' d  put it in a bot tle 

an ' put it right by mah s t ep s an ' de 
s.  Car . , ( ? ) , 6 5 3 : 1 . ] 

law can ' t come in mah hous e . [ Charles ton , 

9 9 3 5 . Gi t de toadfrog . 
p lug ' i s eyes out an ' leave 

Yo ' t ake him an ' kill ' im an ' aft ah yo ' kill ' im ,  
i t  dry an ' makin ' a powdah wit it . Yo ' throw dat 

KILL A TOADFROG - REMOVE EYES - DRY AND POWDER 
IN VICTIM1 S CLOTHES CAUSES SORE S - M . D .  USELE SS 

in de p er s on ' s s tockin ' s o r  
i n  d e y  undahweah o r  anywheah 
[ in clothin g ]  an ' in a length 
of time i t ' l l go in de po ' s  

[ pores ] dat-a-way , an ' i t ' ll create 
whut de phi-si-ai-an will give yo ' , 
tuh b e  kinda lak a cancah . 

(Jus t a b ad sore? ) 

one de b add e s t  so [ sores ] an ' ah don ' care 
he ain ' t goin ' tuh s top i t . I t ' ll b ecome 
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Yes . [ New Orleans , La . , ( 15 6 0 ) , 2 8 5 6 : 1 . ] 
99 3 6 .  Lak a frog or a f i sh dat dries . I t  mus t b e  dr ied intuh a dus t .  De 

frog killed an ' let it go tuh a dus t an ' kin put dat intuh peop l e  an ' it be a 

FROG DUS T  IN FOOD OR DRINK CREATE S FROG IN PERS ON 

ENEMY GIVEN TOADFROG ASHE S  IN WATER WILL WITHIN 
A FEW DAYS COUGH UP OR SPIT OUT YOUNG TOADFROGS 

fro g .  Give i t  tuh ' em in 
dey food or drink . 
( I s  there any way of gett ing 
tho s e  out ? ) 
Well , ah don ' t know . [ New 
Orleans , La . , ( 1 5 6 8 ) , 
2 8 8 0 : 1 0 . ] 
9 9 37 . Yo ' kin take a toad
frog , an ' in takin ' dat toad
frog , yo ' kin b ake  de toady -
frog an ' take his ashes . An '  

yo ' kin rub lak yo ' rub yore han ' on a p iece o f  p ap ah , rub i t  ri ght l ak dis [ dem
ons trates ] ,  an ' yo ' kin drop dose ashes in watah . S e e . I f  dey have enemies , dey 
give ' em  dat . Give ' em tuh de person dat dey wanta give ' em tuh , yo ' know , an ' 
dey drink ' em .  Well , p erhap s i n  a f ew days dey ' l l b e  coughin ' up toadfrogs ,  
spitt in '  out toadfrogs . [Wil s on , N .  Car . , (1 4 7 5 ) , 2 5 5 4 : 9 . ] 

9 9 3 8 . Well , yo ' take a frog an ' if yo ' wanta j es '  kill s omeb ody an ' don ' 
vanta , yo ' know , j es '  kill ' em right n ow ,  yo ' ketch a frog an ' put it in de cook-

to KILL A PERS ON GRADUALLY - PUT FRO G POWDER IN 
4 CORNERS OF HI S BEDROOM - SP RINKLE IN HI S FOOD 
lBIS GROWS LIVE FROGS IN VI CTIM AND KILLS HIM 

s t ove an ' b ake him real hard . 
An ' when he git s cool enough , 
yo ' take de frog out an ' j es '  
mash i t  intuh a powdah . An '  de 
person [ to be killed ] ,  whatevah 

room de per s on s leep in , yo ' put it in each fo ' cornahs . An ' each t �e dey eat , 
yo ' sprinkle j e s '  a p inch in dey food . I f  it ' s  a well , hearty per son , dey ' ll 
j es ' git tuh de place where dey won ' t have a appet ite , an ' dey ' l l grad ' ly [ gr ad
ually ] , de app e t i t e  grad ' ly will grow po ' ah [ p oorer ] yo ' know , an ' dey ' ll die 
j es ' p ine away . I f  it ' s  a s ick person ,  why d ey already s ick an ' it don ' take 
dea l ong tuh die . An ' d i s  frog [ dus t ] , i f  dey eat much o f  it , will grow a l ive 
frog in ' em .  Dey [ frogs ] wil l move all ab out i n  dey body but i t  will kill ' em . 
(Fayett eville , N .  Car . , ( 1 39 0) , 2 4 9 2 : 4 . ] 

9 9 39 . Take a toadfrog. Ket ch ' im ' l ive an ' git chew a hot pot . Put dat 
taadjrog in dere an ' fry ' im up an ' let ' im go tuh a dus t . Take dat toadjrog 

lB A HOT POT REDUCE A TOADFROG TO DUST - ADD 
iBISKEY - STRAIN - DRINK - YOU SWELL UP AND DIE 

an ' he go tuh a dust . An • 

yo ' take an' git chew de b es t  
o f  whiskey , an '  put dat toad
frog in d er e  an ' yo ' strain 

dat .  Yo ' strain it an ' d en yo ' come along an ' ah ' l l drink it . When yo ' dr ink , 
jis'  l ak de toadfrog swell up , yo ' swell up an ' yo ' die . [Algier s , La . , (159 3) , 
2999 : 15 . ] 

9940 .  Dey take de frog an ' parch it up -
� blood an ' den yo ' p arch de frog an ' grind 

kill i t  an ' parch it . Save some o f  
i t  up , an ' put dat blood back i n  i t  

CDm iNE  FROG BLOOD AND POWDER WITH S ULPHUR AND 
antSTONE - PUT IN PERS ON i S FOOD OR DRINK TO KI LL 

an ' put it in watah [ to 
drink ] o r  put it in yore 
food . But dey have sulphuh 
in it - sulphuh an ' b r im-

�e in d i s  frog wit de b l ood . An ' dey put it 
�] or s omep in o thah , or whi skey or somepin , 
kill yuh. 

�t would that s tuff d o  when it got ins ide 

in yuh food or in yuh wat er [ you 
an ' give it tuh yuh an ' dat would 

of you? ) 
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I t  would eat on yuh inte s t ines an ' eat all de linin ' out chore s tahmuck an ' 
yuh intes tines , an '  kill yuh . [Brunswick , Ga . ,  ( 1209) , 2043 : 4 . ] 

9 9 41 . Ke tch a toadfrog an ' yo ' take her ri ght fo ' foo t an ' yo ' s c ratch i t  
on a piece o f  thr ead , cot ton , not yarn thread . Yo ' put five kno ts in i t . Yo ' 
scratch de foo t enough tuh make it b leed , an ' yo ' tie her foo t . Dat ' s  de way yo ' 

SCRATCH WITH A COTTON THREAD - NOT YARN - RIGHT 
FOOT OF TOADFROG UNT IL IT BLEEDS - WET THREAD 
3 TIMES IN BLOOD - T I E  5 KNOTS IN THREAD AND 
WHILE TYING THEM TO FROG ' S  FOOT CALL VICTIM ' S  
NAME ANNA 4 T IMES SAY ING YO ' GO !  AT EACH 
NAME THRUST YOUR HAND AWAY FROM YOU - THEN 
PUT FROG DOWN - AS FROG HOPS AWAY SO WILL WOMAN 
BUT AFTER YOU S ET FROG DOWN NEVER LOOK BACK 

make a pers on leave , i f  yo ' 
don ' wan t ' em tuh s tay . Dat ' s  
de s econd way yo ' make ' em ,  
s ee . An ' when yo ' t i e  ' er f oot , 
wha tevah her name is , "Anna ! 
Anna ! Anna ! Anna ! "  Call ' er 
fo ' times , say , "Yo ' go ! "  When 
yo ' name ' er an '  tell ' er tuh 
go , yo ' send yore han ' out dat 
way an ' put ' er [ frog ] down . 

Tie dat foo t t i ght . An ' yo ' ll nevah see de woman no mo ' ,  i f  i t ' s  a woman . An ' 
i f  i t ' s  a man , yo ' ll nevah see ' im no mo ' .  An '  yo ' ll nevah see de frog no mo ' 
But chew tie dat cot ton thr ead dat she b leed on . She ' ll keep a-hoppin ' ,  j es '  
lak yo ' j es '  tie i t ,  she ' ll hop . 

[ When you call Anna four t imes , each time s ending yore han ' out dat way , you 
are sending her to the four corners of the earth , a common expres s ion in hoodoo 
f rom the Bibli cal Book of Reve Zation , 7 : 1 . ] 

(You s cratch this frog ' s  leg un til i t  b leeds . Then you tie a s tring around 
that leg ? ) 

Yo ' we t dat s tring three times wi t de b lood dat come f rom de foo t . 
(Wha t do you d o  wi th tha t s t r ing then ? ) 
T i e  i t  to dat lai g ,  on her lai g ,  whatevah de name i s . Turn her a-loos e .  An '  

when yo ' s tar t away , yo ' don ' t  wan ta look back tuh see whi c h  way s he goes . ( The 
woman that was in here is s upposed to be pre t ty good , but she ' s  been i ll and she 
couldn ' t  ge t things together . I don ' t  know whe ther she knows any thing very much 
or not . )  [ Memphi s ,  Tenn . , ( 1 5 40) , 2 786 : 4 . ] 

9 9 42 . (Well , s uppose the woman i s  s topping the man ? )  
We ll , she gi t a live toadfrog ,  an ' g i t  s ome of d i s  heah Blue S eal vas eline 

an ' grease him , grease dis f r o g  wi t dis vaseline . Greas e him [ frog ] good an ' 

TO KEEP MAN FROM RUNNING ROUND 
WOMAN GREASE S  TOADFROG AND WEARS 
ON BELLY WHEN SHE AND MAN TOGETHER 

yo ' [ he ]  come in dat night an ' she say , 
"Bab y ,  let ' s  go tuh bed . "  She ' ll grease 
him [ frog ] , he ' s  yet ' live , an ' wrap ' im 
up in a nice towel or any thing - j es ' dis 
rag she carryin ' tuh bed wi t ' er .  An ' 

she ' d  lay him [ frog ]  cross ' er breas t twix ' yo ' [ the man ] an ' ' er ,  an ' yo ' [ the 
man ] gi t on ' er an ' have her . Yo ' won ' run roun ' no mo ' .  Grease him [ frog ] wi t 
j i s '  cheap vas e l ine , j i s '  dat ole Blue S eal vase line - grease de frog good wi t 
i t . He [ frog ] goin ' lay quiet when yo ' [ she ] greas e him an ' lay dat cross ' er 
belly . [That las t word "belly" is an ins i gn i fican t change from informant ' s  pre
ceding "b reas t" as the res ting place for the woman ' s  wiping rag wi th i t ' s  greas ed 
fro g . Jus t as the grease - as s i s ted by the con f ining cloth - keeps the frog f rom 
hopp ing , so it wi ll preven t the man f rom hopping among o ther women . ]  [ This is a 
s exual impo tence r i t e . S even s imi lar ri tes using a frog for this purpose are : 
Nos . 3198-3203A ,  pp . 236 0-2 36 2 , vol . 3 . ] [New Or leans , La . , ( 1 5 6 9 ) , 2882 : 5 . ] 

9 9 4 3 . Yo ' go t a enemy an ' yo ' don ' t  wan t ' em an ' [ o r ]  yo ' j is '  lak a man 
come in an ' take yuh wi fe . Now , i t ' s  two ways tuh do i t . Yo ' ketch a toadfrog 
dat hops an ' yo ' take a brass pin an ' s c ratch ' e r left lai g . An ' yo ' gi t a raw 
[not spun or twis ted ] thr ead . Tie yuh 9 kno t s  in i t . S c ratch de left lai g  an ' 
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ketch 9 drops of b lood , see . All r i ght , yo ' 

TIE 9 KNOTS IN A RAW THREAD AND SCRATCH 
LEFT LEG OF TOADPROG - CATCH 9 DROP S OF BLOOD 
nE IT ON RI GHT HIND LEG OF SAME TOADPROG 
BEFORE SUNRI SE - WI SH - CALL PERSON ' S NAME 
TURNING HEAD TO RIVER - TELL VICTIM TO GO 
CALL 3 TIMES : MARY GO !  MARY GO ! MARY GO ! 
THE WAY TURNED-LOOSE FROG GOES - S HE WILL GO 

Well , de way dat f r o g  go [ af t er you turn h im 
will go . [ Memphi s , T enn . , ( 9 6 7 ) , 1 5 6 2 : 9 . ] 

t i e i t  [ thr ead with b lo od ] on de 
hind r i ght laig an ' yo ' me et de 
sun b e fore it rises in de mawnin ' 
[ you do this b ef ore sunri se ] .  An '  

make a wish , call dis person ' s 
name an ' turn yer haid t oward de 
r ivah [ the Mi s s i s s ipp i ]  an '  t e l l  
' uh [ her ] tuh go . Call i t  three 
t ime s j i s ' l ak i t ' s  Mary , say :  
Mary go I Mary go I Mary go !  

loose ] dat ' s  de way who evah i t  i s  

9944 . Now , say i f  yo ' should go wi t ano t hah woman - ano thah man wife - an ' 
dat man [ husb and ] fix somep in an ' put i t  tuh de fo ' k  o f  de road .  An ' den he 

MAR AFTER ANOTHER MAN ' S  WI FE MEETS AT CROSSROADS 
IR THE DARK - BIG-EYED FROG WI ELDING 2 STICKS 

[ this husb and after o ther 
man ' s wife ] s tar ted out dere 
a t  night . He said de thing 
look lak it wus a fro g .  Y o ' 

know , dese frog dat go t b ig eyes . An ' [ he ]  said dat he had two s t icks an ' he 
whipped ' im [ almo s t ] tuh death . An ' when he come home mah mo thah go t up dat 
.avnin ' . [ She did not get up as a rule when he came home lat e . ] He wus layin ' 
on de po ' ch j e s '  as drunk as he could b e .  [He ] said he didn ' t know whut wus in 
· �, but it wus somep in lo ok lak a frog had two s t icks . An '  he [ frog with two 
sticks ] whipped h im [man who came home late ] t o  death . But he [man ] didn ' t l ive 
[ Fro g ] k i lled ' im .  [ Informant thinks the frog was cunj ured up by deceived hus

band or roo tman employed b y  him ,  but a b e t ter theory would be Doator Alcohol 
produced frog wi th two s t icks . ] [ Brunswick , Ga . , ( 1 2 15 ) , 2061 : 1 2 . ] 

99 4 5 . You can take the sho e and you can b ury i t  at the step , but b e fore you 
bury it you put some p arsley in i t .  And get one o f  these here bullfrogs - these 

IF WOMAN PUT S PARSLEY AND LIVE TOADPROG IN MAN ' S  
SBDE - BURIES UNDER STEP S - HE WILL BE UNDER HER 

toadfrogs - and b ury that at 
your step , an ' she ' ll have 
that man under her all his 
days . You put the frog in 

�re too with the p arsley , in the shoe and bury that shoe , and she would have 
hia under her all the t ime . [New Orleans , La . , ( 8 5 a ) , 136 6 : 7 . ] 

COT TOADPROG IN HALF - BURY - BRINGS MAN HOME 
9946 . Dat ' s  tuh b r ing a man b ack 
home . Well , dey takes ' im an ' 
cuts ' im hal f in two - dat ' s  de 

��g - cuts ' im hal f in two an ' bur i e s  ' im around de hous e .  Dat i s  supposed 
� bring de man b ack home . Jes ' one toadfrog .  [ Memphis , Tenn . , ( 1 5 21 ) , 

E TOOK STRAND OF GIRL ' S HAIR TO DOCTOR McKINNA 
8BD TIE IT TO LEG OF FRO G  PUT ON SHINGLE IN RIVER 
AS FROG HOPPED OFF SHINGLE SO GI RL HOPPED TOWARD 
� OR AWAY FROM HIM DEPENDING ON INTENTION 

2 7 13 : 1 5 . ] 
9947 . About dis toadfrog ,  
ah b een heahin ' ab out dat . 
Ah b een heahin ' ' b out a man 
dat stayed at C l inton [ North 
C ar o l ina ] d a t  did dis . S o  

� vent tuh s e e  ' im .  Well , he 
WRll . he takes d i s  girl ' s haah 
ole junipah shingle . 

tells me tuh b r ing ' im some de gir l ' s  hiah [ ha ir] . 
an ' t i es it roun ' a frog ' s  la i g ,  an ' h e  t ake ' im  a 

(Jus t an ordinary shingle made from j un iper? ) 
Yessuh . Yo ' know hi t won ' t s ink .  An ' he car r ies 

tt in runnin ' watah . 
�t does he throw in? ) 

i t  tuh de r ivah an '  throws 
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He takes d i s  f r o g  an ' put ' im on d i s  shingle an ' throw [ lays ] hit in runnin ' 
watah , an ' as dis f r o g  leaves heah an ' it goes down [ the rive r ] , an ' as dis frog 
leaves heah an ' i t  hop ag ' in ,  d i s  woman would hop - walk j is '  lak dis frog ho p .  
Dat ' s  true fo ' ah s e e  i t  mahs el f .  

(He j us t  put this f r o g  on the shingle and put the shingle in the water , in the 
b ackwate r ; and as this f r o g  hop s out of that water [ I  mean ] o f f  that shingle and 
ge t s  on land again , [ s o will the woman hop away ] . [ Faye t t eville , N .  Car . , ( 1 44 0 ) ,  

WOMAN STEWS TOADFROG - PUTS I N  MAN ' S  FOOD FOR LOVE 
26 0 9 : 3 . ] 
9 9 4 8 . Dey take dat ole toad
frog an ' s tew ' im up , take 

' im  an ' s t ew ' im up . An '  yo ' know de people dat is d i r t y . Dey take dat ole toa� 
frog an ' s tew ' im  up an ' put ' im intuh s omp in tuh eat , what chew eat , but chew 
won ' t know any thing ab out i t . Ah have had ' em do dat tuh me , yes s i r . 

Dey take dat ole toadfrog , yo ' know , an ' skin ' im an ' dry ' im ,  an ' mix i t  
wi t s omep in tuh eat what dey cooks . Ah reckon dey done me dat way . An ' yo ' 
know when dey s t ew ' em - i t lak s tew , j e s '  lak dat - yo ' take a ole bullfro g , 
ole long bull fro g , yo ' know , an ' skin ' im .  He looks lak a chicken [ a f t e r  he is 
skinned ] .  Well , dey take de ole othah toadfrog an ' s t ew ' im up . C ook ' im r i ght 
along wit somepin tuh eat . An '  yo ' ll take i t  all ri ght . Yo ' go dere an ' eat a t  
ni ght . D e n  when yo ' come i n  d a t  nex ' d a y  look lak yo ' gonna j es '  go fer ' er an ' 
eat ' er up - j es '  lak yo ' wanta eat ' er up . Make yo ' crazy ab out ' er .  [ Jackson-

ville , Fla . , (6 0 5 ) , 7 84 : 9 . ] 
-

A TOADFROG AND BLACKSNAKE SHED KEEPS 
WIFE HOME AND AWAY FROM OTHER MEN 

9949 . An '  y o '  kin take a toadfrog an '  a 
snake shed . Undahs tand , git a blacksnake 
shed an ' a toadfrog , an ' put it in yuh 

house .  Dat ' ll make yuh wife s tay at home . She won ' t bo thah wit nob ody el se . 
But yo ' have tuh keep i t  in yuh hous e .  [Mob ile , Ala . , (66 7 ) , 881 : 5 . ] 

9 9 5 0 . Well , ah ' ve heard ab out their us ing a toadyfrog to hurt chew . O r  i t  
b e  a ma t ter if a p e r s on is gone away and you want them t o  come back . You ' ll 

WRITE HIS NAME 9 TIMES - CLOSE PAPER IN F RO G ' S  
MOUTH - KEEP FROG 9 DAYS - RELEASE - MAN RETURNS 

get a frog and you wri t e  their 
name nine t imes on a p iece of 
paper . And open the f r o g ' s  
mouth and you put this paper 

in the frog and you 
per s on will return . 

c l o s e  i t  up . And let the fro g s tay f o r  nine day s and the 
[ S avannah , Ga . , ( 53 9 ) , 66 0 : 9 . ] 

9 9 51 . Gi t  a toadfrog an ' 
TO SLEEP ON TOADFROG 9 DAYS MAKES PERSON PEACEFUL sleep on i t  fo ' nine days . 

I f  they [ s ome person is ] hard 
tuh g i t  along wi th , that ' ll make ' em come in the house an ' be peac e ful . [Memphis, 
Tenn . , ( 9 5 9 ) , 1 5 4 2 : 1 0 . ] 

9 9 5 2 . Yo ' kin take a green frog . Yo ' know , when a green f ro g  git on a leaf , 
yo ' kin take him an ' ketch ' im an ' put ' im in yuh pocket . But yo ' g i t  chew a 

b ran ' -new s ilk han ' ke ' ch ' ef 
CATCH A GREEN FROG - WRAP IN NEW S ILK HANDKERCHIEF 
WEAR SEVERAL DAYS - SWISH IN FACE OF GIRL WANTED 

an ' yo ' put - yo ' wrap ' im  
up in dat s ilk han ' ke ' ch ' ef ,  
an ' put ' im intuh yuh pock

e t . An ' weah dat han ' ke ' ch ' ef lak dat a couple of days , wit dat green frog in 
i t . Jis ' lak a girl don ' want chew , don ' lak yuh or s omep in , an ' yo ' wanta make 
her lak yuh . An ' yo ' take ' im out of dere an ' take de han ' ke ' ch ' ef an ' yo ' whip 
it on ' er j i s '  lak dat . She go wild ab out chew . 

(You whip her with the handkerchief ? ) 
Y e s , j is '  fan it on ' er ,  yo ' know . 
( Jus t fan i t  on h er? ) 
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Yes , an ' s h e  gi t w i l d  ab out chew . D a t  green f ro g .  
CWhat does the frog d o  t o  that handkerchief ? )  
Ah don ' t know what h e  do , but he makes love - make her love yuh . [New O rleans , 

La . , ( 85 9 ) , 136 7 : 10 . ] 
9 9 5 3 .  (Wi ll you talk louder? )  
See , s crap e  de b o ttom o f  yuh f o o t . 
(Yes ? )  
Gi t dat dirt out from under de track dere , s ee , 

dahs tan ' . S ew i t  up , yo ' see . An ' , s o  ah ' m  told , 
an ' put it in a b ag ,  yo ' un
gi t a toadfrog . S ew ' im up 

in dere wit dat b ag .  Dat 
is what dey call a hoodoo 
bag.  S e e , dat ' s  got chew 
hoodooed den . Dey ' ll t ake 
dat , t ake dat an' tote i t .  
Yo ' undah s t an ' . An '  takes 

FOOT SCRAPINGS AND FOOT TRACK IN BAG WITH TOADFROG 
THIS I S  A HOODOO BAG - WEAR O R  KEEP IN CORNER 
MAKES YOU MINDLES S  - ALWAY S  RUNNING - RE STLE S S  
OR ALSO KEEPING-HOME BAG - DEPENDING ON OPERATOR 

it an ' yo ' we ahs it dere in yuh house , put it s ome 
dat ' ll b ring ab out dat , yo ' see . 

p lace in yuh cornah , an '  

(Well , what will that do t o  me , i f  they put that in the corner o f  my bous e ? )  
Well , dat ' ll cuz yuh - yo ' can ' t s t ay a t  home . Yo ' g o  mindless , yo ' undah

stan ' . P rob ' b ly s e t  chew crazy or s omepin lak dat . Yo ' ain ' t at yuhself . 
Always runnin ' .  C an ' t s t an '  s till . 

(How many foot tracks o f  mine would they take up , I wonde r ? )  
They wouldn ' t w an t  but one . 
(One ? )  
One . 
(Would 
Either 
9 954 . 

they take the right one o r  the le f t ?  E i ther one ? )  
one . [ Vi cksburg , Mis s . ,  ( 73 6 ) , 10 0 7 : 1 . ] 

an '  b ur '  
Dey could take a frog an '  put ' im in a b ox an ' g i t  nine goldeye needles 

[bury ] ' em am [ around ] a chimley o r  s ome p lace lak dat . An ' go dere 
evah mawnin ' about nine o ' -

BURY FROG IN BOX NEAR OUTS IDE CHI MNEY 
9 MORNINGS GO THERE AND CRO S S  NEEDLES UNTIL 9 

ALSO WHILE THERE PRAY FOR INTENDED PERSON TO DIE 

clock , an '  fuh nine mawnin ' s .  
Yo ' b ur '  de b ox ,  den stick de 
needles up on top , an' let it 
b e  cro s s ed up; s tick de nee

dle s [ cros s ing one ano ther ] all aroun ' on top of it [box] . Yuh go dere nine 
�in ' s  an '  p r ay fuh de p ers on tuh die . [ In country dis tricts years ago around 
the ehimney was s ometimes the t o i le t  and a convenient place to hoodoo a person b y  
buried obj e c t . F o r  a remarkab le examp le of thi s see , the woman haunted by a 

FROG BURIED UNDER DOORSTEP 
MAKES PERSON WITHIN UNLUCKY 

ClEW JOHN DE CONKAH AND 
CARRY LIVE FRO G FOR JOB 

DRY FROG AND 
BAHG OVER DOOR FOR MONEY 

b uzz ard . ] [Wilmington , N .  Car . , ( ? ) , 255 : 3 . ] 
9 9 5 5 . They kin take the f o rg an ' bury it undab 
yore do ' s tep . Bury it undah there an '  caus e yo ' 
tuh have hard luck . [Wils on , N .  Car . , (1454) , 
2 6 4 2- 2644 : 19 . ] 
9 9 5 6 . To g e t  a j ob ,  chew John de Cankah roo t  
while talking to the b o s s  an d  carry a live frog 
in your p o cke t . [ Ri chmond , Va . ,  ( ? ) , 318 : 9 . ] 
9 9 5 7 . Dry a frog and hang it over your doo r  to 
draw in money . [ Memphis , Tenn. , my summary o f  
r i t e  from an excellent hoodoo �man ( 9 6 0 ) , who s e  

cylinders were mis s ed by my trans crib er ,  154 8 : 4 . ] 
9958 . Ah hear ' d dat yo ' take a frog f o ' g amb lin ' . Anyhow , yo ' take dat frog 

am '  throw ' im down , an' yo ' b e  - make yo ' lucky , have all de money in de hous e . 
(You turn that frog loo s e  where you are g amb ling? ) 



3 9 0 4  - Memoirs o f  Alma Egan Hya t t  Foundat ion -

Yes , right undahneat '  dat table where yo ' gamb l in '  at . [Brunswick , Ga . , 
( 12 39 ) , 2 1 39 : 9 . ] 

9 9 59 . Yo ' take fo ' an ins tant [ ins tance ] a gamb lah is gonna go out fo ' a 
b i g  game tuhnight or t oday , an ' ' is luck is bad . He goes out an ' he finds ' im  

TO CHANGE GAMBLING LUCK FROM BAD TO GOOD 
FROG HELD TO EAR WILL SAY :  QUANK ! QUANK ! QUANK ! 

a fro g .  He takes dat fro g 
an ' he hold s  ' im in ' i s hand 
t uh ' is eah [ ear ] an ' dat fro g 
will - yo ' know de y don ' holler 

lak no othah li ' l '  
dat ' ll change yore 

9 9 6 0 . I f  a man 
undah de chair [ o f  

creatures o n  ear t h .  Dey say , " Quank , quank , quank . "  An '  
luck . [ S t .  Petersb ur g ,  Fla . , ( 10 1 6 ) , 1 6 46 : 1 . ] 
- er a wumman - is gamb l in '  an ' e f  yo ' kin slip a frog up 
the vic t im ]  some place . S p r inkle some sal t on ' is [ frog ] 

SPRINKLE SALT ON HEAD OF FROG - SHUT UP I N  CAN 
PLACE UNDER GAMBLER' S CHAIR TO MAKE H IM LOOSE 

haid , put ' im  in a can , shet 
d e  can up - but chew got ta 
sprinkle dat sal t on dere fo ' 
it tuh take e f fect . Slip dat 

can undah mah seat [ in fo rmant changes from third to fir s t  per son ] d en ah ' m  gonna 
lose . [Waycro s s , Ga . , (1116 , root doctor and woman , good ) , 1 7 9 3 : 2 . ] 

S TOP UP TOADFROG IN BOTTLE UNTIL HE DIES AND DRIES 
S EW POWDER UP I N  CLOTH - KEEP IN POCKET TO WIN 

9 9 6 1 .  (You take an ordinary 
toadfroog? ) 
A ordinary toadfroog .  Don ' .t 
kil l ' im .  S top ' im up in a 

b o t tle an ' let ' im die . He ' ll dry up in dere , an ' d en yo ' kin j is '  crumple it 
up . Put i t  in a p iece , s ew it up in a p ie c e  [ o f  clo th ] an ' put it in yuh pocke t . 
Yo ' b oun ' tuh win . Ah knows dat . [Memphis , Tenn . , ( 1 5 5 0 ) , 2 8 1 8 : 8 . ] 

9 9 6 2 . Put lit t le rain frogs in a bag o f  new yellow cloth o r  new homespun , 
make a double bag [ from double or folded cloth ] , make wishes , wear for money and 

RAIN FROG - IN NEW HOMESPUN SACK DOUBLED - WISHES 
succes s .  [ The meaning o f  
rain frog prob ably varied in 
dif ferent par t s  of the coun

t r y , but in my par t : "To hear a rain frog ( troee froog or troee toad) calling is 
the s i gn of rain within three days . "  (FOLKLORE FROM ADAMS COUNTY ILLINOIS 1 1st 
ed . , p . lO ,  No . 259 . )  This t r e e  t oad is said to b e  t r illing ( calling with t r il l s )  
f or a rain ( 2nd ed . , p . 20 ,  No s . 5 2 5- 5 26 ) ] .  [Elizab eth C ity , N .  Car . , ( ? ) , 4 06 : 1 . ] 

99 63 . Kill a frog while he ' s  ho t .  Take a frog while he ' s  hot an ' kill ' im 
an '  split him open while he ' s  ho t .  An ' take an ' rub yore han ' s on ' im an ' rub 

SPLIT LIVE FROG - RUB ON HANDS - GAMBLING LUCK 
down yore han ' s  lak dat . An ' 
yo ' go out tuh any card game 
yo ' wanta an ' yo ' b e  success ful . 

Git chew a live frog an ' split him back op en , an ' rub yore han ' s on ' im  down 
dere . [ Fayet teville , N .  Car . , ( 14 19a) , 2 5 5 1 : 14 . ] 

99 64 . Take a toadyfroog an ' yo ' split ' im open , see , an ' j is '  t o t e  him aroun ' 
in yore pocke t , an ' yo ' kin have all de luck yo ' want . 

SPL IT-OPEN TOADYFROG IN POCKET IS GAMBLING LUCK 

IF YOU KEEP A SKINNED TOADFROG IN YOUR POCKET 
NO ONE CAN HARM YOU AND YOU WIN AT ALL GAME S 

yo ' [ also ] kin go all ovah in game s , play g ames , 
( 1 4 7 1 ) , 2 6 5 2 : 25 . ] 

( In gamb l ing . ) [Brunswick , 
Ga . 1 ( 1 2 1 1 )  1 204 8 : 9 . ] 
9 9 6 5 . Take a toadfroog an ' 
skin ' im  an ' put ' im in yore 
pocke t , an ' nob ody cain ' t  
hahm [ harm ] yo ' no way . An '  

an ' yo ' win . [ Wilson , N .  Car . , 

9 9 6 6 . Ah hear ' d  dat i f - j is '  lak i f  a man wan t s  t uh b e  a swift gamb Zah ,  an ' 
he wanted tuh b e  lucky in ' is gamb l in ' ,  dat he ' d  ket ch a toadfroog an ' he ' d  cut 
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' is hin ' quartah o f f  - ' is l e f t  [ hind ] quar tah - an ' put i t  in ' is p ocke t . De 
longah yo ' t ot e  dis heah hin ' quart ah , dey say yo ' d  b e  lucky in gamb l in ' . An ' 

TUH BE A SWIFT GAMBLAH - CUT OFF LEFT HIND QUARTAH 
OF LIVING FROG - CARRY IN POCKET - BUT 

IF YO ' EVAH LOSE YORE LUCK WHY YO ' D LOSE YORE W VE  

den if yo ' evah lose yoPe 
luck� why yo 'd lose yoPe 
love .  [ The p r eceding folk
l o r e  or hoodoo penalty wa s 
and s t ill i s  new t o  me , 

which may b e  the reason why I failed t o  ask an obvious que s t ion . What do you 
.ean by l ove? Would you lose your l over or sexual p o tency? Could these final 
words b e  a p r overb ial say ing ? ] [ Fayet t eville , N .  Car . , ( 13 9 1 ) , 2 4 9 6 : 11 . ] 

9 9 6 7 .  Yo ' kin take a frog an ' put ' im i n  yuh p ocket alive an ' yo ' kin g o  tuh 
a skin game an ' yo ' kin win all night long . Yo ' kin keep dat frog , p u t  ' im in 
a pap ah sack an ' keep ' im t i l l  he d i e s , continue t uh keep ' im ,  an ' y o ' kin make 

LIVE FROG IN A PAPER BAG IS LUCKY FOR SKIN GAME 
AFTER HE DIE S IN BAG - POWDER HIM FOR LOVE 

any woman in de world do j es '  
lak yo ' wan ' ' em .  
(How do you do that ? )  
Wal , yo ' j es '  keep dat frog -

yo ' s ee , yo ' ketch ' im  when he ' s  l ive an ' yo ' gamb l e  b y  ' im .  An '  den , if yo ' 
keep ' im unt i l  he dies an ' j es '  put yuh hand on dat - he ' ll dry up tuh a p owdah . 
Be ain ' t nuthin b u t  a p owdah . Ah know yo ' ve s een ' em  layin ' out in de r oad s ome
wberes daid . An '  yo ' kin j es '  put yuh hand on ' em an ' j es '  lay i t  [ hand ] up on a 
woman ,  on ' er haid o r  face , anywhere , an ' yo ' can ' t run away from ' er .  She ' ll d o  
anythin ' i n  de world d a t  yo ' s ay .  [ St .  Pe t ersburg , Fla . , ( 1009 ) , 1634 : 5 . ] 

DIY TOADFROG - POWDER IT - BOTTLE FOR GAMBLING 
9 9 6 8 . Heard dat yo ' could git 
a toadfPog an ' s t op ' im up t ill 
he ' s  dry an ' mash ' im up ; yo ' 

know , parch ' im an ' git de 
in a b o t t le an ' s t op it up 
but nevah have t r ied dat . 

dus t an ' carry i t  in a b o t t l e . Yo ' know , j es '  put i t  
an ' t ot e  it in yore p o cke t . Wel l , ah ' ve heard dat 

(Do you use it in any way at all on you? Thi s  is for gamb l ing , this t oad 
dus t .  Do you sprinkle that on your s e l f  too? ) 

No , sir , j is '  carry it [bot tle ] in yore pocke t . [Waycr os s ,  Ga . , ( 106 7 ) , 
1726 : 2 . ] 

9 9 6 9 . Yo ' take a frog and dry him .  
bia d i e  himsel f . Don ' t y o u  k i l l  him .  

IIIAP UP FROG - LET HIM DIE HIMSELF 

You t ake a frog and wrap him up and let 
Wel l , when he get s  dry , you t ot e  that in 

your p ocke t . You can take that and 
you can do anything you want with 
that f r o g .  Jus t  l ike if y o u  a d ice DOW ' T  YOU KILL HIM - AFTER HE DRIE S 

DIP IN POCKET DURING GAME S AND TOUCH 
IZFORE BETTING AT CARDS OR SHOOTING D I CE 

shooter , or anything I l ike that , you 
rub that [ dried frog ] . Jis ' put it 
in your p ocket and take and put your 

� on tha t [ frog ] and go to work and shoot dice . Be lucky . Jes ' like if you 
'-d one game , and i f  you don ' t hav e  succes s  with that , turn your back on that 
..-e. And select you a card p lace , if you p lay cards , and you ' ll lose one or 
� games and you know that you ought to win , turn your b ack on that game .  

(How d o  you mean turn your b ack o n  it ? )  
Vbat I mean , walk away from that game and go to the next game . 
(I s ee , i f  you have this frog in your p ocket . )  [New Orleans , La . , (831) , 

1231 : 1 . ] 
9970 . Well , yo ' kin t ake a frog , j es '  a or ' nary frog whut j u.p  ' round de 

taase ,  see . Yo ' t ake dat frog alive an ' yo ' kin put ' im in a  containah or j ah 
ar anythin ' an ' yo ' kin j i s '  take alcohol , any kind o f  rubbin ' [ lotion ]  or any
Cbing [ and fill b o t t l e ] an ' let ' im  s t ay in dere till he petrify. Well , yo ' kin 
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take dat frog an ' put ' im in yore pocket an ' yo ' kin weah him in dere an ' yo ' ll 

BOTTLE LIVE FROG WITH ALCOHOL OR RUBBING LOTION 
CARRY IN POCKET FOR JOB OR PEACE WITH PEOPLE 

always b e  lucky . 
(Wi th what in par t icular ? ) 
In keep in ' a j ob an ' s t ayin ' 
in peace wit people an '  havin '

yo ' know , j es '  social i z e  wi t ' em . [Waycross , Ga . , ( 1 0 7 6 ) , 1 7 43 : 5 . ] 

WEAR LEG OF FRO G IN POCKET FOR ANY KIND OF LUCK 

TIE LIVE FROG IN POCKET OR ON WRI ST FOR GAMBLING 

9 9 7 1 . I f  yo ' git d e  laid o f  a 
frog an ' weah it in yore pock
e t , dey say yo ' ll always be a 
lucky person . 
(That ' s  lucky for anything? ) 

Y e s . [ Faye t t eville , N .  Car . , 
(14 2 6 ) , 2 5 7 2 : 18 . ] 
9 9 7 2 . I f  yo ' gamb lin ' an ' yo ' 
in b ad luck , yo ' go ' head an ' 

up , or t ie h im  roun ' 
increase yuh luck . 

(Kill him f ir s t ? )  

git chew a frog an ' t ie ' im 
yuh wr is t , o r  in yuh pocket s ome place , an ' dat ' ll also 

Don ' t kill ' im  at all .  Jis ' keep ' im dere an ' i f  he don ' t do no good , let ' im  
l o o s e ; b u t  i t  have b een s aid d at ' s  a good r emedy [ fo r  gamb ling ] .  [ S t . Peter sb ur g ,  
Fla . , (9 8 3) , 1 5 9 1 : 4 . ] 

9 9 7 3 .  Keep frog in p o cket , lucky in gamb ling . [ Mob ile , Ala . , ( ? ) , 9 51 : 2 . ] 
9 9 7 4 . Dey t ake dat frog an ' put it in a p ie c e  o f  p aper an ' put it in a b ack 

p o cket , an ' i f  yo ' should go out gamb lin ' , every t ime dat frog j ump in your 

FROG IN PIECE OF PAPER - BACK POCKET 

TOADFROG SEWED UP IN CLOTH SACK 

p o cket , you b e t  or throw dice , why yo ' ll 
win . [ Charle s ton , S .  Car . , ( ? ) ,  60 6 : 3 . ] 
9 9 7 5 .  Fo ' luck in gamb lin ' , why yo ' kin 
t ake a toadfrog an ' s ew ' im up in a s ack 
an ' put ' im in yore inside p o cket s ome

where an ' dat ' ll make yo ' lucky in gamb lin ' . [Memphis , Tenn . , (1544) , 2 6 9 4 : 8 . ] 
9 9 7 6 .  Gi t a frog i f  yo ' wanta b e  suc c e s s ful in gamb lin ' . Ah have did dat . 

Gi t a frog an ' put ' im in yuh pocke t . Wrap ' im up in a papah s ack an ' put in 

GAMBLER ' S JUMPING FROG CARRIED IN PAPER SACK 
yuh pocket . An ' j is '  ab out evah 
t ime yo ' know ,  yo ' be on de turn 
or somepin lak dat , he would j ump .  

An ' if yo ' pay ' tenshun dat frog when he j ump ,  why d en yo ' would nevah b e t  nuthin 
tuh lose . Yo ' would always b e t  on de right horse . He wouldn ' t  j ump only when 
it ' s  t ime fo ' yo ' tuh win . [ The wo rds right horse are merely an expression her e . 
I never heard o f  a jumping frog used at a race t rack , the t ime lapse b e tween 
j ump and b et b eing too great . ]  [ S t . Petersb urg , Fla . , (1001) , 1 6 1 7 : 1 3 . ] 

9 9 7 7 . G i t  a toadfrog when he ' s  young an ' t ake ' im an ' put ' im in yore pocket 
' live . Evah t ime dat f r o g  j ump s ,  yo ' s  lucky . When dat f r o g  s t ar t  tuh hollahin ' 

AFTER LIVE TOADFROG IN YOUR POCKET BEGINS TO JUMP 
AND HOLLER - OTHER GAMBLING HANDS ARE POWERLES S  

s ee ,  h e  goin ' start tuh hol
lahin ' , dere ain ' t nob ody 
goin ' b eat chure [ gambling ] 
han ' in gamb l in ' . Evah t ime 

when dat frog go tuh j umpin ' an ' hollahin ' ,  well dere ain ' t nob ody goin ' ket ch a 
gamblin ' hand. Dat all yo ' want . [As soon as your hand b e gins t o  wo rk by j ump
ing and ho l lering , all o ther handS in the game are p owerless .  Imagine a game 
during which all toadfrogs hollered at once ! ] [ S t . Petersb ur g ,  Fla . , ( 9 9 9 ) , 
1 616 : 9 . ] 

9 9 7 8 . Hear dem use i t  fo ' nuthin but luck.  Yo ' kin t ake a f rog an ' carry ' im 
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to a game an ' put ' im in yore pocket , chew know , an ' go dere an ' j es '  b e t  j es '  
as much as yo ' wanta . Long as dat fro g kick in yo ' pocket , yo ' win evahthin ' 
yo ' self . [ S t .  P e t ersbur g , Fla . , ( 1 0 0 7 ) , 1 6 28 : 10 . ] 

9 9 7 9 . Ah know dey s aid d i s  about a skin game . I f  a man love tub skin an ' 
he goin ' tuh a skin game , he ' d  walk along an ' he ' d  p i ck up ' im a toadYfrog an ' 

IF TOADYFROG IN YOUR POCKET KICKS - TIME TO BET 
put it in a p apah bag . · An ' 
he ' d  walk intuh de skin game . 
I f  d i s  frog doesn ' t move , he 

gpn ' a lose ev ' ry p enny he has . An ' i f  
a s  well p u t  ' is money on de tab le ' cuz 
(1322) ' 2 2 6 6 : 7 .  ] 

d i s  frog move - if dis frog kick - he j i s ' 
he goin ' tuh win . [ Florence , S .  C ar . , 

9 9 8 0 . J i s ' lak a fellah ' s g amb lin ' an ' wan ' a  han ' tuh gamb le an '  lak dat , he 
kin t ake - he wants tub win in gamb lin ' - t ake a frog , one dem small green frogs , 

POT SMALL GREEN FROG IN PAPER BAG IN POCKET 
IDB HAND OVER FROG 3 TIMES BEFORE GAMBLING 

in dat p apah b ag .  An '  put ' im  in ' is pocket 
� · [ S avannah , Ga . , ( 1 2 6 0 ) , 2 1 90 : 10 . ] 

9 9 8 1 . If yo ' wanta b e  a gamb lah an ' win 
in yor e  pocke t , an ' put a little tab le salt 

an ' put ' im in ' is pocke t .  Put 
' im in a p ap ah sack an' put ' im  in 
' is pocket . Rub ' is ban' ovah ' im  
ab out three time an '  den put ' im  

an ' go on tuh de game an '  break de 

good , yo ' gi t chew a frog an' put i t  
in i t  [ pocket ] .  See , if di s  heah are 

m WIN WHEN GAMBLING - KEEP LI VE FROG IN POCKET 
PUr IN A LITTLE SALT TOO - ON FROG - YOU L UCKY 

de gamb lin ' hall , yo ' know ,  yo ' 
walks in , an '  if yo ' vanta beat 
in de game , yo ' j is '  valk on in 
wi t b o th hands in yore pocket s  

j is '  lak dis [ demons trates ] .  S t an '  aroun ' a little b i t . Aftah vbile aaybe yo ' 
�gbt be holdin ' de cards or whutsomevah de game dey p layin ' , yo ' koov, an '  
yo ' ll win evahthin '  i n  dat hous e . But dat fro g go t t a  b e  live . 

(Do you put this salt on the frog? ) 
Yes . 
(Right on the frog? ) 
Right on de fro g . Keep ' im  live in yore pocket . [ S t . Pet ersburg , Fla. , 

{1024) , 1 6 5 7 : 9 . ] 
998 2 . (What sort o f  toadfrog? What sor t of frog do you take? ) 
Jis ' o r ' nary fro g .  Yo ' take him an ' yo ' kill ' im  an ' yo ' j is '  salt ' im  down . 

Ah 'magine yo ' g i t s  a five-cent box o f  s a l t . J i s ' t ake an ' scattah dat salt , 

DLL FROG AND C URE WITH BOX OF NEW SALT - WHILE 
CA!IBLING KEEP FROG AND SALT IN SEPARATE POCKETS 
BACH TIME YOU WIN - TRANS FER SALT TO FROG POCKET 

j is '  wad ' fm  ovah wit i t  tuh 
de time yo ' think yo ' go t all 
dat s alted down . AD ' yo ' put 
' im  in one pocket an' yo ' put 
de salt yo ' didn' t give tuh 

· � in de othah pocket . An '  if yo ' go in a room roun ' anywhere dey gamblin ' , 
j iB' take dat salt , an ' i f  yo ' lucky an ' go t money , t ake dat sa.e salt an '  put i t  
uwah ' im  lak dat [ demons trates ] an ' dat ' ll give yo ' luck . But chew have tub 
� salt in yore pocket . [ Wilson , N. Car . , ( 1 510) , 2678 : 5 . ]  

998 3 .  Now , ah have tried a l o t t a  things in gamb lin ' an '  ah aade two p r e t ty 
IDOd success o f  i t  [ two succe s s ful p er iods in life ] . Now, if a man is a gamb lah 

&lAP UP LIVE TOADFROG IN HANDKERCHIEF 
IEEP IN MONEY POCKET WHEN BETTING 

an ' he goin ' tub a good game tuhnight , 
he mi ght go out in de country dis evenin ' 
b e fo ' he go tub dat game .  An '  j is '  about 
dahk [ dark ] - yo ' know dese li ' l  ole toa� 

fPog dey always come out , yo ' know , j umpin ' round . An '  if yo ' g i t  ho l t  of one 
� toadjrogs , yo ' ll wrap it up in yuh han ' ke ' ch ' ef good an ' put it in yuh pocket .  
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An '  all de money yo ' wanta b e t  on in dat game , yo ' bet it out dat same pocket yo ' 
g o t  dat f r o g  in , an ' nobody couldn ' t  ketch yo ' twixt heah an '  Tampa [ Florida ] . 

LIVE TOAD IN SACK - IN POCKET - BET WHEN HE PEES 

[ S umter , s .  Car . , ( 1 35 9 ) , 
239 2 : 1 . ] 
9 9 8 4 . Yo ' kin get yo ' a live 
toadf�g an ' put ' im in a sack 
in your pocket , an ' j e s '  keep 

' im dere till he pees . They say that ' s  l uck in gamb l ing . [ Vicksburg ,  Mis s . ,  

CARRY LIVE FROG IN POCKET 9 DAYS BEFORE GAMBL ING 
( ? )  J 1014 : 2 . ]  
9 9 85 . Ketch a frog an '  t o t e  
' im round i n  yore p ocket an ' 

feed ' im o f fa f lie s . Keep ' im in yuh pocket 
roun ' , an ' dat ' s  good fo ' gamb l in ' .  Anyb ody 

fo ' ' b out nine days an ' tote ' im 
dat likes tuh dey carry frogs . 

[Memphi s ,  Tenn . , ( 15 24 ) , 2 7 2 2 : 11 . ] 
9 9 8 6 .  I f  a fellah want s  tuh b e  

o f  money a t , an ' h e  wan t s  de othah 
l ucky an ' go tuh a place where dere ' s  plenty 
fellah tuh fall , he go out an ' kill ' im a 

KILL TOADFROG AND CHIMNEY BAT - DRY BOTH 
KEEP FIRST IN PO CKET WITH PAIR OF DICE - SECOND 
IN OPPOS ITE POCKET WITH PAIR OF DICE - SHOOT 
OWN D IC E  - EACH ANIMAL I S  A GAMBLING HAND 

toadfrog ,  an ' he dries dat frog 
up . Den he go up , if he got a 
chimley , an ' git one dese bats 
dat flies roun ' de chimley -
chim Zey bats . [Does informant 
mean chimney swallow? ] Git s  

one o f  ' em .  Den he ' ll dry i t , an ' he ' ll p u t  dat f ro g  an ' dat b a t  i n  each one of 
'is  pockets . He ' s  got a pair of dice in dere . [What informant means b y  preceding 
expre s s ion will be l earned later . ] Take dem dice out an ' rub ' em in han ' dat-a
way [ demons trate s ]  aftah he done tech de frog or eithah de bat . 

Now , yo ' got a gamb l in ' house heah . Wel l , y o '  ' lowin ' [allowin g ]  people tuh 
shoot dey own dice [ not the hous e dice ] . Well , ah ' m  yuh gamekeepah . Ah ' m  [ I  
am = I have ] got a s tack of dollahs ovah heah [ demons t rates ] .  

Well , yo ' come heah an ' yo ' say , "Ten dollahs fo ' tuh shoot . "  
Ah say , "Yo ' want any dice? " 
" No , ah ' m  got a pair o f  dice . "  
" S hoot ' em , " [ I  say ] . 
Well yo ' throw ' em out . F i rs ' time dey ' ll crap . Nex ' time dey ' ll crap . He ' s  

b ack in ' is p ' int [ point ] up dere . An ' he say , "Ah ain ' t  got no p ' int [ point ] 
ah ' ll ketch mah p ' int . "  

Well , when he ketch a p ' int , he might ketch a fo ' ,  six or eight o r  ten , an ' 
right dere where ah ' m  done b oth . An ' i f  ah speak up tuh ' im ,  he ' ll have d e  whole 
busines s .  Dat ' s  f o ' a gamb Zin ' han ' . 

(You use either of tho se ? ) 
E ithah one o f  ' em .  Ga tta put one i n  each one o f  ' is pockets d i s-a-way [ demon

s t rates ] an ' when he gi ts ready - don ' pul l ' em out . He put s ' is han ' on ' em an ' 
rub ' em d i s-a-way , see [ demon s trates ] .  

(Does he have b oth par t s  o f  the dice [ the two dice ] in one pocket , or one in 
each pocket ? )  

[ Here I am surprised ! ]  
Naw , he has two s e t s  o f  dice , see . I f  he have one s e t  o f  dice , he kin put ' em 

in each one [ either ] o f  ' i s pockets - it mattahs ary [ either ] one of ' is pocke t s  
will do . B u t  yo ' g o t t a  change it u p  s ometime from one pocket tuh d e  othah , see . 
De fro g he ' s  dried up an ' de bat he dried up . [New Orl eans , La . , ( 1 5 6 6 ) , 
2 8 6 9 : 1 . ] 

9 9 8 7 .  Tuh git luck fo ' gamb l in ' yo ' goes an ' git chew a toadfrog.  If a man 
i s  a gamb l in ' -man , he goes an ' gi ts ' im  a toadfrog an ' take dat toadfrog an ' 
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ketches ' im an ' goes t uh any drygoods s t o ' [ to d i s t inguish from �etgoods store ! ] 
an ' buy ' im a b ox o f  b lack peppah an ' r ed papp ah an ' some tab le salt . An '  he put 

MAN CATCHES TOADFROG - RUBS HIS HAND ON IT 
KEEPS IT IN BOX - BUYS NEW BLACK AND RED PEPPER 
PUTS IN FROGS MOUTH - TAKES FROG TO GAMBLING HOUSE 
THROWS SALT ON CROWD [WHICH MEANS THE OPPOS ITE ] 
HE SECRETLY SCATTERS SALT AND PEPPER ON FLOOR 
ALL COUGH - EVEN FROG - THEY ALL LOOK AND LOSE 

it in dat fro g ' s mouth . An ' 
when he put dat in dat frog' s  
mouth , de frog ' ll go tuh 
coughin ' , an ' he [man ]  come 
on back tuh d i s  gamb lin ' -
where he b e  gamblin' at -
an ' he take dat salt an '  
throw yuh [his ] han ' out 

lak dat [ demonst rates ] tuh throw dat salt all ovah de whole crowd . An '  dat frog 
he ' ll go t uh coughin ' wi t dat p epp ah an ' will s tar t t uh movin ' roun ' . An '  he 
wins at evahthin ' da ' ' t i s  [ th a t  i s ] in de game . Jes ' g i t s  ' im a toadfrog , j is '  
a hopp in ' toadfrog. Toadfrog anywhere hop p in '  ' long - anywhere , j is '  p ick ' im  
up .  J i s ' r each down an ' grab ' im an ' t ake dat frog an ' r ub ' im in yore han ' lak 
dat [ demonst r at es ] an ' go on tuh a game . An '  go buy yo ' some black p eppah an ' 
take it an ' throw ab out a b ox in ' is mouth , an ' shet ' is mouth up an ' go on tuh 
de game . An '  git chew a handful o f  salt an ' when yo ' g i t  in de house , y o ' t ake 
dat salt an ' does lak dat [ demons trates ] .  An '  when yo ' do ' s  lak dat , dat frog 
go tuh coughin ' . When he go tuh coughin ' , well dat s tar t s  evahbody tuh lookin ' , 
an '  evahbody los e  all dey winnin ' s .  [ Fayet t eville , N .  Car . , ( 14 2 2 ) , 256 3 : 4 . ] 

FROG - RABBIT FOOT - LODESTONE - STEEL DUST 
IN RED FLANNEL BAG - GAMBLING HAND 

MAKE FROG SWALLOW DIME - CARRY WHEN GAMBLING 

9988 . Live frog , r abb i t  foo t , 
lodestone , s t eel dus t , red p ep
p er - in r ed flannel bag . Fro g  
i s  put i n  alive . [Vicksbur g ,  
Miss . , ( 5 3 6 ) , 1007 : 1 2 . ] 
9 9 8 9 . Dey say yo ' ket ch a toady
frog an ' make him swallow a d ime , 

an ' p ut ' im in a pap er bag an ' t i e  it up t i ght where he couldn ' t ket ch no air , 
an '  go ahe ad on t uh de game . Bet chew b e  lucky in gamblin ' . 

(You carry that though in your pocke t ? ) 
Y eah , j es '  t ake i t  in yore pocke t . Make him swallow a dime an ' t i e  de end o f  

d e  b a g  up an ' carry dat o n  i n  yore pocke t . [ Savannah , Ga . , ( 1 25 9 ) , 207 4 : 1 2 . ] 

WHI SKEY T O  FRO G - LOAD WITH GUNSHOT 
CARRY ALIVE IN POCKET FOR GAMBLING 

9 9 9 0 .  An '  den yo ' kin take dat frog ag ' in 
alive an ' give him s ome whi skey , an ' load 
' im up wit [ gun ] sho t s , an ' keep ' im alive 
in yore pocke t . Den yo ' kin go tuh any 

gamblin ' shop an ' have luck . [Algier s , La . , (157 5) , 2 9 00 : 8A . ] 
9 9 9 1 .  High John de Conkah root , r e d  and whi t e  lodes t one , frog dust , i n  bag , 

vet [feed] with Ole Hear t s  P er fume , somet imes with whi skey , luck hand for gamb

HIGH JOHN DE CONKAH - LODESTONE - FROG DUST 
�D WITH OLE HEART S  PERFUME OR WHI SKEY 

FlOG - RABBIT FOOT - LODESTONE - RAILROAD RAIL DUST 

ler s . [ Author ' s  c ondensed 
notation for r i t e  mis s ed  
b y  t r an s c r iber ; Memphis , 
Tenn . , ( 9 66 , good) , 1560 :�] 
9 99 2 .  Live fro g ,  rabbit 
foo t , lod e s tone , s t eel dust 

� railroad r ail [ an unusual dust ! ] ,  and r ed pepp er in red flannel bag - fEO& 
is put in alive . This is for gamb l ing . [Vicksbur g ,  Miss . , ( ? ) , 1007 : 12 . ] 

BUI.Y 4 FRO GS - ONE AT EACH 4 CORNERS OF HOUSE 
IEEPS LAW AWAY FROM GAMBLING OR LIQUOR JOINT 

9 99 3 .  (What do you aean ,aa vere 
running a house? ) 
Running? Well ,  j is '  likkah joint, 
gamblin ' jo int , all lak clat yo '  

UDdahst an '  • An '  he [ root doctor 1 said dat ' 11 hold de laws away . Vell, ah did dat. 
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(What did he tell you to do now? ) 
Take fo ' [ four ] frogs , fo ' toadjrogs 

each pillah [pillar ] o f  dat house in de 
in the lowlands res ts off the ground on 

(What did that do? ) 

an ' care [ carry ] ' em an ' put ' em undah 
fo ' cornahs . [ The average small hous e 
4 wood p i llars . ]  Well , ah did dat . 

Oh , no ! Ah nevah had no t rouble whi l e  ah wus dere an ' ah s tayed dere fo ' two 
or three or fo ' yeahs . 

(You mean that was t o  keep the laws away? ) [No t i ce how much later I use his 
word laws . ] 

Keep de laws away . Ah nevah had no trouble wit fellahs . Kin ' dove [kind of ] 
a jute [j uteb ox? ] house , yo ' undahs tan ' . 

(What hous e? ) 
Jute hous e , yo ' undahstan '  - sellin ' likkah an ' gamblin ' an ' all lak dat . 

[ S t . Petersbur g ,  Fla . , ( 10 3 5 ) 1 168 2 : 2 . ] 
9 9 9 4 . Take a f r o g  an ' put i t  in yore pocket an ' den yo ' go in a show an ' d e  

a c t ahs cain ' t act . [Memphis , Tenn . , ( 9 38 ) 1 1519 : 10 . ] 

FROGS AT : SHOWS - STREET FAIRS - CIRCUS 
9 9 9 5 . Carry fro g ;  expos es the show . 
[ Mob i le , Ala . , ( ? ) , 881 : 4 . ] 
9 9 9 6 . Take the frog in there [ a  show] 

when they hypotizing [ hypno t i z ing ] ;  it ain ' t no good [ hypnot izer unable t o  hyp-

FRO G - ROCK - IRI S H  POTATO : 3 THINGS 

no t i z e ] .  [ Vi cksbur g ,  Miss . , ( ? ) , 1000 : 5 . ] 
9 9 9 7 . Frog , a rock and I rish potato [ 3  
art i cles in pocket t o  exp o s e  show . [ Mem
phis , Tenn . , ( 9 65 ) , 1 5 59 : 6 . ] 
9 9 9 8 . Ah ' ve hear ' d  o f  ' em .  H e  keeps d e  

frog tricks from workin ' roun ' shows an ' so forth . 

TO EXPO SE TRICKS AT SHOWS - SPLIT FROGS BACK 
PUT SALT ON HIM - WRAP - WEAR IN YOUR PO CKET 

PIN LIVE TOAD TO WALL UNTIL DEAD 
DRY - FOR SHOW TRICKS 

(How do they do that ? ) 
Yo ' take him an ' split ' im  down 
' i s back , ah think it is , an ' put 
salt on ' im an ' put ' im in yore 
pocket . [Waycross , Ga . , ( 11 0 4 ) , 
1 7 7 8 : 13 . ] 
9 9 9 9 . Get a rough fro g , a toad , 
s t ick pin through throat , p in t o  
wall unt i l  dead , let d r y  out , 

carry in pocket . Show people will 
[ Charleston , s .  Car . , ( ? ) , 59 9 : 4 . ] 

no t let you in i f  they know you have a fro g .  

10000 . Take fo ' ins tance , we had a carnival - a show . All r i ght , in ordah 
to have luck an ' win with pract ' ly evahthing dat chew have in de show , whenevah 

TO WIN GAMES OR PRI ZES AT SHOW OR CARNIVAL 
CARRY IN YOUR PO CKET A LIVE FRO G OR TURTLE 

or toad or somepin . Well , qui te natchral 
on ah would be s uccessful in i t . 

(Do you kill this turtle , frog ? )  

ah would go tuh throw at de dar ts 
or try tuh win a doll or somepin , 
well ah would j is '  s l ip a frog in 
mah hip pocket o r  e ithah a turtle 

evahthin ' dat ah would take a chance 

No , j is '  keep ' im  l ive . [ S t . Pet ersbur g , Fla . , ( 9 7 7 ) , 1 5 88 : 4 . ] 
1 0 0 0 1 . Den ah heard dat when show people come tuh town an ' d ey winnin ' a gang 

of money out dere [ at the show-grounds ] ,  yo ' know , dey have some of dat s t uf f .  
Well , yo ' kin put a frog in yuh pocket an ' go on out dere an ' win all d e  money 
yo ' want . Dat ' l l keep down dat . Whut chew call dat stuff?  

(What do they call that now? I t ' s  a powder of some sort ? ) 
Dey call i t , yes sir . Some kinda powdah dey use . Ah j is '  can ' t think of de 
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name of it . 
TO KILL THE GOOFER DUST SHOW PEOPLE PUT DOWN 
AT A STREET FAIR - CARNIVAL - CIRCUS - TO KEEP 
YOU FROM WINNING PRIZES - CARRY A LIVE FROG 

( I s  it goofer dus t? ) 
Y e s  s ir ,  dat ' s righ t ! Well , 
dey [ the show people ] sprinkle 
dat down roun ' de place dere an ' 

yo ' can ' t do no winnin ' . [ Florence , S .  Car . , { 1 2 86) , 2 1 8 5 : 1. ]  

SHOW ACTORS UNABLE TO ACT WHEN LIVE FROG PRESENT 

ACTORS - ALL PERSONS AT SHOW DECEIVE YOU - BY 
LODESTONE - KILL THI S  POWER BY CARRYING L IVE FROG 

1 0 00 2 . Care [ carry ] him in 
de show wi t ' im  an ' de show 
actahs can ' t  ack. 
{ I f  he carries a frog with 
him? ) 
Yeah . [ Memphi s , Tenn . , 
( 1 5 2 4 ) , 2723 : 14 . ] 
1000 3 . [ Show people use 
lodes tone in their work to 
deceive you , but there is a 
way by which you can prot ect 
your s elf . ]  
I f  de pus son go in '  tuh go t uh 

a show - i f  yo ' f igah [ figur e ]  a pus son go t t a  go t uh a show , an '  i f  dere ' s lode
s tone or anythin ' lak dat , yo ' put dat frog in yuh pockit an '  yo ' walk in dere . 
Dat man canno t show . He ' ll come tuh yo ' an ' tell yuh tuh git dat frog out chure 
pockit or he have tuh break up ' is show . 

(Any kind o f  a show? ) 
Any kind . I f  i t s  lodes tone anywhere ' bout it , a toadfrog ki1ls �t - any o f  

d a t  slightly [ s leight-o f-hand ] work dey can ' t work it . 
(Or any kind o f  s l ight-o f-hand , they can ' t work it . )  [ St .  Petersburg , Fla . , 

(97 7 )  ' 1 5 8 6 : 1 . 1 
1 0004 . Ah down at de Fair Ground heah las ' yeah , throwin ' dea dere rings , yo ' 

know , it ' s  verah s eldom a puhson kin win dat f ive-do llah b ill dere at one time .  
So ah got me a toadfrog an ' put ' im in mah l e f ' pocket an ' car ' es ' ia  dere , an ' 

INFORMANT WENT TO FAIRGROUND WITH LIVE TOADFROG 
IN LEFT POCKET FOR LUCK AND TO COUNTERACT LODESTONE 
USED BY CONCESS IONAIRES TO TRICK PUBL I C  - AFTER 
EACH WIN HE DROPPED WINNINGS ON FROG AND SP ARKS 
FLEW OFF AN IMAL ' S BACK - BUT LIVE FROG WILL URINATE 
IN POCKET AND FROG URINE CAUSES WART S - INFORMANT 
SO LUCKY CONCESS IONAIRE CALLED P OLICEMAN TO ACCUSE 
INFORMANT OF CARRYING LIVE FROG - AFTER FROG 
THROWN AWAY HE I S  STILL LUCKY - LATER HE BORROWS 
DOllAR FROM MAN - TRADES IT TO WOMAN FOR DOLLAR 
WHICH HE DROP S ON A FROG IN HIS POCKET - HE WON 
UNTIL HE QUIT SO THAT WON ' T  BE NUTHIN DONE OR SAID 

den fasten .ah pocket up 
so he couldn ' t  git out -
car ' es · � on � der e .  
Well , ah had o ne  ten cent 
[ a  di.JE , thea of silver ] 
an ' ah � de ten cent 
an ' ah goes up dere an '  ah 
play .  Ah pays a nickel 
fo ' de riD& an '  throws it 
davn , say , "Ah vant [ to ]  
throw fo ' Ms [number ] 
five . n So ah throwed fo ' 
hit an '  ah von dat . Well , 
ah throvs a '  gin an '  ah win 

a do llah . Ah wouldn ' t nevah win no f i f ty cent . Well , evah tt.e ah' d win , s ee , 
ah ' d  take dis money an ' drop i t  in mah pocket - de hip pocket back dere - on dis 
frog. Wel l ,  i t ' s quit e  natchal , yo ' kin take a t en cent or a nickel , eithah 
one , an ' drop it on a frog b ack an ' yo ' ll see sparks fly up ;  sparks fly o f f  ' is 
back , ' long as dat money s tay one . [As a small child I occasionally on a winter 
night took our cat into a dark clo s et to rub his b ack so that electr icity would 
sparkle in tho s e  day s of oil lamp s . That phenomena I can vouch for , but sparks 
flying from a frog ' s  back when touched by silver money is b eyond my exper ience . ] 
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An ' so ah kept r i ght on till ah win roun ' $ 25 an ' he goes an ' gits de law an ' has 
' im put me out ; tells ' fm  dat ah have a frog in mah pocket . So de law wouldn ' t  
search me an ' dey tole me go on out . Ah goes on an ' put s de fro g , throws d e  frog 
away , an ' goes back in dere , an ' goes roun ' dere where dey wuz knockin ' down dem 
dolls . An '  ah knocks down two of dem but ah didn ' t have a frog in mah pocket at 
dat t ime - but ah s t ill had de luck . When yo ' got ' em in yo r e  pocket d ey goin ' 
wet all ovah yore pocket . [ Frog urine caus es war t s - see 9 9 24 , p . 3 8 9 6 . ] Well , 
dat lod e s t one or what somevah it i s , dey leave s dat in dere . 

An ' ah been roun ' at skin games an ' los t  thirt een dollahs an ' twenty dollahs . 
Go tuh a woman or a man an ' b orrow a dollah from ' im an ' take an ' go tuh a woman 
an ' take de dollah whut ah git from de man , an ' tell d e  woman ah ' ll give her mah 
dollah fo ' a dollah she got , an ' go back tuh d e  game an ' s e t  down an ' start ga� 
blin ' ag ' in .  Well , ah carry me a frog back i n  dere an ' s ee , evah time ah ' ll take 
de money whut ah git from de woman an ' put it in mah pocket on dis frog , an ' 
ah ' ll pick me a card whut ah ' m  goin ' bet • • • • Jes ' lak folks say , "Ah ' m  goin ' bet 
de dollah at one t ime , "  an ' den ah ' ll ket ch ' em .  Well , when ah ketch ' em ,  ah ' ll 
raise ' em .  We ll , evah t ime ah r a i s e  an ' win , ah ' ll d rop dis money on dis f r o g  
in mah pocket . An '  d e n  ah ' ll b reak de game or ei thah git tired an ' git u p  an ' 
qui t , an ' dere won ' t b e  nuthin done o r  s a i d  about i t . [ Faye t t eville , N .  Car . , 
( 1 4 28) ' 2 5 7 6 : 3 . ] 

1 00 0 5 .  Ah heard dis about a frog . Jes ' lak i f  yo ' wanta go tuh a show , yo ' 
take a frog - a toadyfrog .  Dat whut we talkin ' ab out . An '  all d em lodes tones 

TO KILL THOSE TRICKS CAUSED BY LODE STONE AT 
SHOWS AND SHOOTING GALLERIE S CARRY LIVE FROG 

where dey makin ' all dese monkey 
mo t ions in dem shows , yo ' take 
de frog an ' when yo ' go dere yo ' 
kin kill evah b i t  o f  lodes tone 

dat dem folks is got in der e . Yo ' see , yo ' tote it [ live fro g ]  in yuh pocket 
an ' dat ' ll kill all de lodes t one dey got in dere - j es '  lak dey workin ' tricks 
o r  have shoo t in ' gallery . [ Florence , S .  Car . , (1311) , 2 2 24 : 3 . ] 

1 0 0 0 6 . Yeah , yo ' kin take a rough-b ack toadyfrog .  Yo ' kin t ake him an ' he 
kin s t op any kinda what chuh may call magic trick . He kin s t op any magic t r ick 
regardless o f  what or what-not . Dat ' s  providin ' de p eople don ' t know dat yuh got 
i t  [ live frog ] . I f  dey know yuh got ' im ,  dey can ' t d o  nuthin . Yo ' s e e , a man 
t ook one of ' em  once here in de city [ charleston ] . Dere was a b i g  show up dere 
on de Green an ' he took one in dere an ' dey put ' im out ! Ab solut ely ! Dey cer
tainly did , put ' fm  out ! [He ] put ' im [ fro g ]  right in ' i s co ' t  pocket , p inned 
' em down , an ' walk o n  in de show . An ' immediately a f t ah he walk in d e  show , 
evah thing become p l ain - what dey doin ' , see . All de ma gic was cut out . E vah 
thing come r ight plain . An ' dey walk r i ght t�h ' im immediately an ' put ' fm  out -
put ' fm  out de show . Dey knew i t  j es '  as good as a book . [ Charles ton , S .  Car . , 
(between 53Q-539) , 644 : 6 . ] 

1 0 00 7 . Yo ' go an ' take a toadfrog . Ketch a l ive toadfrog an ' anywhere where 
dey got s c ientific [magic ] work goin ' on - yo ' ketch dat toadfrog an ' yo ' put 
' im in a papah bag or a can or any thin ' , somepin dat he kin stay alive . An ' yo ' 
put it in yore pocket an ' yo ' goes an ' d ey cain ' t work no kinda scient i fic work . 
Lak dese heah fair s an ' thin ' s have all d e s e  shows , showin ' yuh d i f f ' ren ' thin ' s .  
Where dey goes an ' take p eople haid o f f  dere body an ' all s ech a s  dat . Why yo ' 
g i t  dat frog an ' go d ere an ' dey cain ' t w ork dere s cient i fic work . [ N ew Orleans , 
La . , ( 1 5 7 7 ) , 29 06 : 3 . ] 

1 0008 . Take a toadfPOg an ' keep ' im roun ' dere [ your home ] . Ket ch ' im tuh 
yuh hous e .  I t ' s  good luck . An '  yo ' carries a lot ta trash wit ' im .  Yo ' kin 
take dis frog an ' keep ' fm  in yuh house an ' fasten ' im roun ' anywhere roun ' , 
an ' dere people doin ' d i s  magic - p i t chures , dat chew cain ' t see - yo ' take dis 
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f r o g  an ' p u t  ' im in yuh pocke t , i f  yo ' goin ' tuh de show or circus anywhere . An '  
dis fro g ,  evah thin ' dey showin ' dere ' ll come natchal - wbut it is . Look lak a 
bat t o t in ' a s awmill log . I f  yo ' have dis frog in yuh pocket it ' ll show up dere 
j is '  a bat flyin ' roun ' wit a s traw all hitched tuh ' is feet . [Wilson . N .  Car . , 
( 1 4 9 2 ) , 2 6 6 2 : 11 . ] 

1 0 0 09 . (What ab out that frog? ) 
Ye s , an ' put ' im in yuh pocke t . Jes ' lak any kinda game dat chew wanta play , 

lak i f  yo ' go tuh a show yo ' hard at winnin ' dat way . Dose shows , yo ' know. 
Lo tsa t imes yo ' go tuh a show , dos e show folks got t a  a lotta things dere . za-e s  
yo ' know . Games tuh play yo ' undahs tan ' . An '  a ole woman t ole me about it . Ah 
always go tuh a show an ' ah always lak dos e games , but ah nevah c ould win any
thin ' . An ' ah went dere one nigh t - ah wanted tuh gi t me a doll . Ah lost about 
a dollah or two ' fore ah could win anythin ' .  [ S t .  P e tersburg , Fla . , ( 1 012) . 
1639 : 1 .  1 

1 0010 . Take a toadfrog . Dat ' s  de hoppy toad. Yo '  kin take dat an ' put it 
in yuh pocket ,  an ' yuh go intuh a show an ' dat ' ll s t op i t .  He [ y ou ]  have tub go 
outa dere . 

(What kind o f  a show ? )  
A b i g  c ircus . 
(Any kind o f  show , i t  wi ll s t op i t ? )  

No , les ' a circus . [Wilson , N .  Car . , ( 1 4 7 3 ) , 2 6 54 : 3 . ] 
1 0011 . Dey kin take a frog an ' go intuh a show an ' ,  i f  dey workin ' any sli ght 

of han ' , why dey can ' t work i t .  See , as l ong as dat person have dat frog in 
dere . [Brunswi ck , Ga . , ( 1 2 0 7 a ) , 2 042 : 6A . ] 

7 .  BLACK CAT LUCKY BONE REAPPEARS 

[My f ormer mat erial about the b lack cat lucky b one appeared in volume 1 ,  pages 
74-9 7 . Thes e  rites o f  course do not include anything from volume 2 ,  a collection 
o f  intervi ews only , o r  from the in terviews in volume 3 ,  pages 1 8 59-2339 . Even 
the material I d i d  print was di f ficult to ar range in any logical order . Instead 
o f  the brief  margin t i tles and underscoring o f  essen t i al ideas in volume 1 ,  I 
have made the present margin t i tles more descript ive o f  conten t s . ]  

1 0012 . [Wi thin the following ri tes o f  this section you will learn how to 
identi fy the b lack cat b one among all o ther b ones o f  the eat ' s  body , but the 
s imples t of thes e  i denti fi cation me thods is this one : Boi l blaok oat , [ empty 
bones from kettle into a pile to dry ] , when bones have dried, the bone wanted 
will be lying by i tse lf! [Mob ile , Ala . , r�sumJ , 8 5 2 : 1 . ] 

1001 3 .  I ' ve heard o f  that but I ' ve never commi t ted that s in .  My grandmother 
has spoke o f  i t  s everal times in front o f  me , how you sells yoursel f to the devil . 

HORROR AND SIN EXPRES SED BY INFORMANT 
THE FOLLOWING RITES OFFER THE REASON 

that you go in the woods and set you a 
black cat and kill i t .  And you set a 
boi ling p o t  o f  hot wa ter and you throw 
thi s cat in that water . ADd if you can 

stand there and watch that cat cook t o  death , that you will b e  lucky and success
ful . Take the b ones and throw them in a creek and the b one that floats upstream , 
that ' s  the b one that you take . And long as you wear that bone you vil1 be lucky . 

( I  see . )  [Boiling cat in the woods i s  rare . ] [New Orleans .  La • •  (864) . 
1391 : 9 . ] 
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1 0 014 . De way dey g i t  de b lack cat s  lucky b one , kill de cat alive an ' put ' im 
in a pot befo ' he dies thoroughly dead - in a pota b o ilin '  hot watah . All right . 

Let ' im boil t ill all de 
KILL DE CAT ALIVE • • • PUT 'IM IN A POT BEFO ' HE DIES meat come o f f  ' is b ones , an ' 

p o ' a l l  de meat an ' b ones 
all in de [ s tream o f ] watah . An ' de b one dat go up s t r eam , take dat . Dat ' s de 
lucky b one , de b lack cat s  lucky b one . [Presumab ly cat is kno cked senseless be
fore b e ing dropp ed int o hot wat er . ] [ Wil s on , N .  C ar . , (1459 ) , 264 9 : 2 . ] 

1 0 01 5 .  Dey says ketch a b lack cat wit not a whi t e  spo t  on ' i s b ody an ' -
dat ' s  a perfec t ly thing [ cat is totally black ] . An ' says , put ' im in a p o t  live 

YOU YOURS ELF MUST CATCH BLACK CAT WITHOUT ONE WHITE HAIR 
PUT ALIVE IN BO ILING WATER - AFTER FLESH FALLS FROM BONES 
THROW THEM INTO RUNNING WATER - BONE S INKING IS LUCKY BONE 

an ' boil ' im live 
t i ll all de meat 
come off ' is b ones . 
An ' he take dat b one , 
all dem b ones tuh a 

runnin ' s tream o f  
anythin ' . 

watah , an ' de b one dat sink yo ' git i t . An '  say he could do 

(The b one that s inks . What will the o ther b ones do ? )  
Float on t op . 
(The b one that s inks you take ? )  
Yes s i r . [ Florence , s .  Car . , ( 1 2 8 3) , 2 1 79 : 5 . ] 
1 0 01 6 .  [ In the preceding rites we are not t old where the person b o i ling the 

cat finds his water . S ince one cat is b oiled in the woods , we mus t a s sume that 

USE WATER FROM RUNNING S TREAM TO BO IL CAT 
BO ILED CAT MUST BE THROWN INTO SAME STREAM 

wat e r  was near in a running s t ream , 
or a not too dis tant well , which i s  
running water . S imilarly another 
cat apparently , though not neces

sarily , was b o iled near running water . We now come to what originally was prob
ab ly a fundamental requirement ] :  In boi ling b Zaak aat you mus t use wateP [Pam a 
running stPeam and thPow the bones baak into the same stPeam. [ Wi lmingt on ,  N .  

I I 
Car • •  resume , 1 3 3 : 1+85 . ]  [ This rule i s  maintained in some of the following r i t e s  
in which the b lack cat mus t b e  b o iled on the bank o f  a running s t ream. ] 

10017 . De man paid another fellah , but dis wuz a culud [ colored ] fellah comes 
up from [ some place south of us ] .  An '  he got acquainted wit me , or he got tuh 
learn o f  me ,  an ' ah t ook ' im home wit me [ t o  rent him a room ] . Well , he had de 

diae [money t o  pay ] . An ' he said , 
did ah could git holt ' a  [hold o f  

TUB O F  WATER SUBSTITUTED FOR RUNNING WATER 
SURELY HAND SWISHED IN TUB TO S UGGEST MOTION 

spot or nuthin about ' im. We put dat cat in 
o f f  ' is bones , an ' den taked tuh de watah , a 
[ b o i led cat ] right in dere . 

a ]  b la ck cat . 
" Can yuh find a b lack cat ? Don ' 
tell no one . "  
So ah tell ' im, "Well , ah ' d  s ee . "  
An ' we g o t  holt ' a  d e  b lack cat , 
right b lack cat wi t no t no white 

a p o t  an ' b oil ' im down , all de mea t  
b ig tub o f  watah , an ' emp ty a l l  dat 

An ' he says , "We ll . But ch . ah ' l l tell yuh whut ah ' ll want . Now , yo ' mus ' take 
dis han ' [ surely left hand ] an '  de b one dat swims on t op of de watah , dat ' s  de 
Z.uaky bone . ': 

Dat b lack cat , ah heah ' em talkin ' ab out it , b ut ah ' ve never seen [ the use o f ] 
i t  t ried . [ S ince running wat er i s  required ,  surely our op erator b e fore boi ling 
commenced swi shed his hand ab out in the tub to s ugge s t  mot i on ;  or , if these men 
used c i t y  tapwater , we mus t  remember tha t  the lat ter when turned on b ecomes run-
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ning water many plac e s  i n  HOODOO. ] [ Sumter , S .  Car . , ( 1361) , 2401 : 8 . ] 
10018 . Well , ah hear ' d  dat dey take dis b lack cat - ketches a black cat wit 

not a whit e  s treak on ' im any place . An' dey take s ' im an ' puts ' im  on - s tart s  

CATCH A BLACK CAT WITHOUT A WHITE HAIR - WHEN 
WATER STARTS TO BOIL DROP HIM IN ALIVE - AFTER 
HE FALLS TO PIECES - TOS S BONES INTO RUNNING WATER 
GRAB THE BONE FLOATING UP STREAM - CAN DO ANYTHING 

' im o f f  tub boil . An '  when 
yo ' git chure vatah b oilin ' , 
j is '  drop dis live cat in 
de wa tah . An ' den when yo '  
drop dis l ive cat in de 
wa tah , den yo ' le t s it boil 

all tub pieces . Yo ' take it tub a swi f t  
swi f t , an ' yo ' po ' s  i t  in dere . An '  den 
dat bone . An '  den dey say yo ' kin go do 
vill e , N .  Car . , ( 1 3 9 1 ) , 249 4 : 1 7 . ] 

s tream ,  tub a s tream dat i s  runnin ' 
de b one dat go e s  up de s tream,  yo '  git 
anythin ' dat chew wanta do . [ Fayette-

1001 9 . Take a b lack cat an ' have oven heated 
take dat b lack cat an ' put ' im in dat oven , see . 

BAKE LIVE BLACK CAT IN CLOSED OVEN - CALL CAT BY 
NAME - HE 'LL ANSWER - HE 'LL TELL • • •  WHAT BONE TUH 
TAKE - A SHORT BONE - CARRY ALL BONES TO SWIFT 
WATER - POUR THEM IN - GRAB BONE GOING UPSTREAM 

hot , da t ' s got a l id on it , an '  
An '  put de l id on it an ' cook 

' im .  Call ' im [ cat ] by name 
whut evah it might b e . I t  may 
b e  Tom an ' it may b e  J im .  Dey 
have diff ' ren name s . What evah 
' is name b e , yo ' call it , an ' 
he ' l l answer yuh ! He ' ll t e l l  

yo '  ' z akly what b one tub take . Dey tell me he ' ll t e l l  yuh tub take de short 
bone . Take all de - aftah yo ' burn ' im up , take de b one s an ' carry ' em tub swif t  
watah , see . An ' pour all dese bone s i n  de wa tah . An ' de b one dat goe s u p  d e  
stream ,  dat i s  de b one f e r  yuh tub take . Dat ' s  whut chew do . [ This i s  probab ly 
the only b lack- cat-b one r i t e  in which the name of the cat i s  called ! Lid on an 
oven is unusual ! ]  [Washington , D . C . , ( 63 8 ) , 8 2 7 : 1 . ] 

100 20 .  Black cat b aked alive in oven , b one s thrown into running water . [Wil' , 
mington , N .  Car . , resume , 12 9 : 1 . ] 

100 2 1 . Some people say yo ' could take a b lack cat an ' b urn ' im , an ' git his 
bone an ' yo ' keep dat b one in yore po cket . An ' say yo ' nevah l o s e  nuthin , yo ' 
always win [when gamb l ing ] .  [ Sumter , S .  Car . , ( 1 3 4 5 ) , 23 2 7 : 1 5 . ] 

100 2 2 . I f  yo ' wanta hurt ' em without - yo ' don ' wanta hur t ' em .  Ah tell yo ' 
whut ah ' ve exp er ienced . Yo ' take dat b lack cat an ' yo ' kill ' im an ' yo ' b oil dat 

cat . An ' when yo ' b o i l  ' im yo ' git de b one . 
BLACK CAT KILLED BEFORE BOILING Yo ' go t ta git de right b one , but if yo ' ain ' t 

nevah experienced it , git tin ' de b one , yo ' don ' 
know which one tub git . So , ah ' ve done had dis one fo ' l i ' le b e t tah den foah 
yeahs . We l l , people mightn ' t  know which one tub git or not . An ' ah keeps it in 
mah pocke t , j i s '  as ah wuz t e l lin ' yo ' an ' ah has it a l l  de time fo ' foah yeahs 
an '  nevah seen a bwn day . 

[ Did he have the b one with him? S tran ge I do not ask ab out it . Unfortunately 
.achine was turned o f f  here and any comment s were mis s ed . ] 

Yo ' reach down , when yo ' boil dis cat . Yo ' wait t i l l  it git s cold an ' yo ' 
reach down dere an ' yo ' git de r i ght b one . Yo ' don ' know if yo ' gittin '  de right 
one if yo ' ain ' t nevah seen it b e fo ' . Some people might tell yo ' sompin 'boa� 
a glass [mirror ] or s ompin yo ' look it in [ in it ] an ' disappeah . Well , dey dam' 
know dat , but if yo ' ain ' t nevah seen d e  b one , yo ' won ' t know whut chew &i��ta• . 
So ah seed it befo ' an ' ah knowed whut ah wuz gi t t in ' . So it took .e a Vbole day 
tuh sit dis b one . [ N ew Orl eans , La . , ( 1 5 7 4 ) , 2 8 9 6 : 1 . ] 

100 23 .  Dey say take de b lack cat an ' kil l  ' im ,  an ' boil ' im  an '  tate au£ all 
de bones , an ' what evah b one is de lucky b one , why yo ' throw ' em  all 1a aa.e 
vatah , runnin ' watah , an ' all of ' em ' ill s ink tub de b o t tom but de �  baDe 
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KILL BLACK CAT BEFORE BOILING 
LUCKY BONE S TAYS ON TOP - OPENS ANY DOOR 

KILL BLACK CAT BEFORE BOILING 
SUCK EACH BONE UNTIL VI S ION DISAPPEARS 
THAT BONE WILL BE LUCKY - READY TO US E 

will stay on top . Dey s aid yo ' kin 
take dat bone an ' open any kinda do ' .  
[ Memphi s , Tenn • • ( 1 54 9 ) 1 2 8 16 : 7 . ] 
1 0 0 2 4 . Dey take dat black cat an ' 
dey kills dis black cat an ' boil ' im 
down , an ' one ' ll s i t  an ' suck dose 
bones . Jis ' suck dose bones unt il 
dey b e gin tuh cain ' t see . When dey 

cain ' t see , den dey ' ll know it wuz de right bone . Den dey git up an '  go on do 
dere work .  [Little Rock , Ark . , ( 9 0 3 ) 1 14 74 : 2 2 . ] 

100 25 . J i s ' say fo ' ins tance yo ' kidnap yuh b Zaak aat .  Yo ' ll have tuh kidnap 
' im .  Yo ' ll take dat cat an ' skin ' em .  Yo ' kill [ s tun? ] ' im an ' skin ' im  ' l ive , 

STEAL A BLACK CAT - SKIN HIM ALIVE - COOK HIM 
TAKE HIP BONE - STERILI ZE - SCRAPE UNTIL WHITE 

j i s '  lak yo ' would a rabb it or 
anything else . Well , yo ' take 
dat cat an ' yo ' cook it . Yo ' 
b o i l  dat meat , j i s '  cook it so 

it ' ll fall tuh pieces . An' yo ' ll git dat bone . Yo ' have tuh take it den an ' yo ' 
s t e riliz e it . Yo ' scrape it 1 s c rape dat bone an ' git it wh ite , whi t e-lak . 

(How do you know that you have go t the right bone ? ) 
Well , it ' s  a certain bone intuh ' is [ le f t ? ] hip . [New Orleans , La • • ( 1 5 7 1 ) 1 

28 8 5 : 9 . ] 
1 0 0 2 6 . [ In the preceding r i t e  the 

poses appears to b e  rare , but here is 
stealing of a black cat f o r  ri tual pur
ano ther example ] : Yo ' s teal that cat an ' 

WHILE BOILING STOLEN CAT - SUPERNATURAL LIGHT 
put ' e r in de boile r , an ' they 
said that cat • • • it [ the room ]  
would lighten j i s '  like i ' twas 

[ i t was ] sun in that room .  [ Richmond , Va . 1  r� sum� . 36 8 : 2 . ] 
100 2 7 . Boil black cat , everything turns black , headless cow [ and o the r ani

mals ] appear , throw b o iled cat into running wa t e r , bone flo ats ups tream .  [ This 
is me rely a forks-of- the-road rite at midnight where in the darknes s  s upernatural 
animals and the devil can b e  seen in the darkness . ]  [Mob ile , Ala • • r�sum� . 
86 0 : 1 . ] 

100 2 8 . (What do they say ab out ge t t ing that black cat lucky bone ? ) 
Yo ' take d a t  black cat . Ke tch ' im alive , don ' kill ' im .  An '  have yore watah 

on ho t .  Chunk ' im r i ght in d e  pot wi t ' out killin ' ' im .  Yo ' chunk [ him ] down in 

ALL BONES S INK - ONE COMES TO TOP - LUCKY BONE 
de p o t  ' thout kill in ' ' im .  Put 
on de lid an ' b o i l  ' im .  Boil 
' im  unt il prakly [ prac t i c ally ] 

all de meat will leave de bones . Take de bones an ' drop ' em in runnin ' watah 1 
see . De ' [ they ] claim dat de bones will s ink .  In o thah words dat [ b one ] come 
back up tuh de top , take i t . S ay dat ' s  de lucky bone . [ Faye tteville , N .  Car • • 

BONE THAT FLOATS I S  LUCKY BONE 
( 1 3 9 4 ) . 2 5 0 5 : 8 . ] 
100 2 9 . Well , ah haven ' t  heard o f  a bone from 
a dead person , but ah ' ve heard j i s '  yo ' take a 

black cat an ' boil ' is bones . An '  carry it tuh runnin ' watah an ' throw i t  in 
runnin ' watah 1 an ' de bone dat flo ats dat ' ll be yuh lucky bone . [ Everywhe re 
b elieved . ]  [Waycro s s , Ga • • ( 1 0 9 5 ) 1 1 7 6 5 : 10 . ] 

1 0 0 3 0 . Dey tell me it ' s  very lucky , it ' s  de luck i e s t  b one in de world . Ah 
t r i e d  it one t ime but ah j is '  d i dn ' t have de ingredients . Yo ' take a black cat 
an ' have boilin ' ho t watah 1 an ' have a cat wi t no t a white hair on ' im .  When 
dat watah git tuh b o ilin ' go od , yo ' grab dat cat in a sack or s omepin an ' throw 
' im in dere an ' put de top on ' im .  An '  he ' ll b o i l  an ' he ' ll b o il a l l  tuh piece s . 

An ' de b one whut chew want ' ll float an ' de re s t ' ll s ink , but chew use dat wi t 
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HAVE WATER BO IL ING - CAT WITHOUT A WHITE HAIR 
GRAB CAT IN SACK - THROW INTO POT - USE L ID 
BONE ONLY ONE FLOAT ING - USE WITH LODESTONE 

BONE NOT FLOAT ING AWAY WITH OTHERS I S  THE BONE 

lodes tone . But now ah nevah 
did git de full ingredient but 
ah did cook de black cat an ' 
go t de b one . Dat bone shore 
will rise . Ah know dat . 
( I t  didn ' t work . )  [Brunswick , 
Ga . ,  ( 1 240) , 2 1 1 1 : 10 . ] 
10031 . Well , tuh b e  successful 
an ' lucky , i t ' d  [ it would ] cuz 

[ cause ] zhow ( you ] [ a  lo t of troub l e ? ] ,  yuh gi t de b l ack cat b one . Yuh kill a 
b lack cat . Yuh go t a pot o f  watah on [ the fire ] out dere . Yuh take de black cat 
[ out there ] b e fo ' dat he is kill ed . Throw ' im in de pot o f  b o ilin ' ho t watah . 
Den aftah he cooks tuh pieces , take de b one [bones ] ,  put i t  [ them ]  in running 
watah . De one dat s tands [ on sur face o f  water and does no t float away ] yuh take 
dat . Dat ' s  de black cat b one . [New Orleans , La . ,  (812) , 1142 : 9 . ] 

BO IL A L IVE BLACK CAT ON BANK OF RUNNING WATER 
UNTIL FLE SH AND BONE S S EPARATE - THROW BONES 
INTO THE STREAM - BONE RIS ING TO SURFACE AND 
SWIMMING WITH CURRENT I S  LUCKY BONE - GRAB IT 

10032 . Yo ' take de b l a ck cat 
an '  yo ' take ' im down by de run
nin ' wa tah . An ' yo ' boil ' im 
un til all de meat come o f f  ' i s 
b ones . Den yo ' take all de 
b ones an ' dump i t  into de watah , 

an ' de b one dat swims - dat comes up an ' swim down de s tream wi t de watah - why 
dat ' s de b one dey gi t s . [ S t . Petersburg , Fla . , ( 9 8 3 ) , 1 5 9 1 : 1 . ] 

100 3 3 . Well , now , ah tell yuh whut de ' [ they ] say fo ' runnin ' watah . I n  case 
yo ' wants anybody confused aroun ' , a di sagreeab l e  nei ghb ah s ee , dat i s  terri fyin ' 
yuh . An '  yo ' wanta gi t rid o f  ' em ,  want ' em tuh leave de community or leave de 

home o r  somepin lak dat . I t ' s  go t a bad s tory 
AIN 'T BUT ONE OF 'EM FLOAT. . .  but den ah got i t . Yo ' gi t a b lack cat . Put dat 
DAT WILL FLOAT DOWN DE STREAM black cat intuh a p o t  o f  boilin ' watah alive an ' 

covah de pot up . An ' l e t  ' im s tay in dere until 
all de flesh drop o f fa hi s b ones . Den yo ' gi t dat b one . Ah don ' know j i s '  
zac tly whut b one , but j i s '  git a b one - ah ' d  imagine mo s '  any b one - an ' carry 
it . Well , in o thah words , t uh make it cl eah , pl ain , yo ' mi gh t take a coll e c t ion 
o f  dese b ones af tah dey are boiled , cl eahed o f  de meat , an ' den yo ' carry ' em tuh 
a runnin ' s t ream o f  watah . An '  de b one dat will float down de s tream - de mo s t  
o f  ' em will s ink - an ' i t  ain ' t b u t  one o f  ' em float , dat b one dat will float 
down de s tream. Take dat b one an ' carry it an ' bury i t  somewheah neah dat dis
agreeab l e  neighb ah . Dat will drive ' em o f f . [An unusual use for a black cat 
bone ! ] [ Florence , S .  Car . , ( 1 2 9 5 ) , 2 19 6 : 2 . ] 

10034 . Ah have information concerning that , how a person s ells thei r s el f to 
the devil , but ah have never [ done that ] . They tell me what you do to sell your

AFTER YOU P I CK UP THE BONE THAT FLOATS AWAY 
YOU MAKE A PACT TO SERVE DEVIL SO MANY YEARS 
IF YOU DI E BEFORE TERM ENDS - YOU GO TO HELL 

sel f to the devil . They say , you 
take a b lack cat alive and b oil 
him . Drop him in ho t boiling pot 
of water and boil him, you s ee . 
And after you boil him , you take 

out all tho se b ones , the di fferent b one s , and you drop them in a running s tream 
of water . Now , the b one that runs [ floats away ] ,  you s ee , you p ick up that bone . 
And you make a oath to the devil that you s ell your soul for so many years to b e  
success ful . N o t  forever , you know . You s ell your s oul f o r  t en year s , you see . 
You b e  suc cess ful and can ge t every thing your heart desires . But otherwise , you 
wouldn ' t  have no luck . If you dies , you couldn ' t go to heaven . You b elong to 
the devil and all [heaven can ' t save you ] . [New Orleans , La . , (866) , 1399 : 6 . ] 
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10035 . It ' s  awful [ dreadful ] tuh say so , but chew kin take a black cat . 
Ah ' ve s een a fellah dat did try dat .  Ah had a b rothah dat tried it . Put it  in 

CAT MUST BE  BOILED OUTDOORS 
BONE DAT GO BACKWARDS - LUCKY 

de watah an ' boil it an ' take de bone out , see . 
Take all de bones . Boil it till it ' s  boiled 
all tuh pieces , see . An ' den aftah it ' s  boiled 
all tuh pie ces - don ' t go in de home of no one , 

boil it  out [ outdoors ] .  An ' let all de meat fall from de bones , an ' take it an ' 
carry it  tuh a b ranch - a creek ,  a small creek - an ' put it in dere . An ' de 
bone dat go backwards , yo ' kin take dat bone . An ' den yo ' [ can ] go an ' s teal 
an ' all lak dat [ p rob ably b ecause you can make yoursel f invis ibl e ] . [ S t .  Peters
burg , Fla . , ( 1031) , 16 7 6 : 6 . ] 

10036 . Ah hear ' d  tell o f  ' em us in ' a black cat . Yo ' kin take a black cat an ' 
yo ' put ' em in a pot of watah , an ' let ' im cook till all de meat cook off ' is 
bones - come off ' is bones . Well , aftah all de meat is  off ' is bones , yo ' go 
an ' git dem bones . Yo ' carry dem bones tuh some runnin ' watah an ' de bone whut 
run back up de s tream - not where de watah runnin ' ,  ga in ' dat way - yo ' git  dat 
bone . Dat ' s de luckiest thing a man kin git on earth . [ Brunswick , Ga . ,  (1188) , 
2 004 : 6 . ] 

1003 7 .  S aid dat dey would take 
wit ' out killin ' ' er .  Let ' er kill 

BONE GOING UPSTREAM IS LUCKY BONE 

de cat an ' put ' er intuh a pot an ' boil ' er 
' ersel f in de pot . An ' take her tuh de run
nin ' watah . Do dat aftah dey already cooked 
' er up an ' until de flesh would fall off de 
bone . An ' take de pot tuh de runnin ' watah 

an ' emp ty it ovah in de runnin ' watah . An ' de bone dat goes up de s tream i s  de 
lucky bone . [ Florence , S .  Car . , (1286) , 2182 : 14 . ] 

1003 8 .  (You take the bones of this black cat and throw them into the water . 
That the idea? Then what do you do from then on? ) 

Dat ' s  right . 
Aftah yo ' throw ' em in de watah , yo ' take it  - take ' em out . Yo ' take de 

bones an ' yo ' carry ' em an ' yo ' throw ' em intuh runnin ' watah , an ' as dey dri ft

THE BONE THAT FLOATS UPSTREAM - TAKE IT OUT 
IN DE NAME OF DE FATHAH� DE SON AN ' DE HOLY GHOST • • •  
MEAN TUH CONKAH ANYTHIN ' • • •  [ I ]  COME IN CONTACT WITH 
WRAP IN FLANNEL - DRESS IN HEARTS COLOGNE - WEAR 

in ' yo ' take it  out . 
(Which bone? ) 
De one dat ' ll go up de 
s tream.  Don ' t  want de 
one dat ' ll go down. Yo ' 
want de one dat go up de 

s tream.  Den yo ' take dat one out : In de Name of de Fathah� de Son an ' de Ha Zy 
Ghost , dat chew [ I ]  mean tuh conkah anythin ' dat chew [ I ]  come in con tac t wit .  
Dat is  de right bone . 

(What do you do with that bone then? ) 
Yo ' take it an ' yo ' put it intuh a p iece of flannen , wrap it up , an '  yo ' dress 

it in some Hearts Co logne an ' tote it in yo re pocket . [ Florence , S .  Ca r . , ( 1 314 ) ,  

AT 12 O ' CLOCK NOON HAVE WATER BOILING IN LARD CAN 
DROP LIVE CAT IN - COVER CAN - AFTER FLE S H  COMES 
FROM BONES - EMPTY THEM INTO RUNNING WATER - IF A 
BONE GOES DOWNSTREAM A SHORT WAY - COMES BACK TO 
YOU - S INKS TO BOTTOM - QUIVERS - ACTS DIFFERENTLY 
FROM THE OTHERS - THAT I S  LUCKYBONE - PICK IT UP 

2 239 : 2 . ] 
10039 . At zactly twelve 
a ' clock in de day . 
(You get what? ) 
Yo ' git  a black cat , an ' at 
twelve a ' clock in de day yo ' 
have yuh watah boilin ' . An ' 
yo ' take an ' yo ' throw de 

cat in de pot , an ' yo ' have a covah dere so  he can ' t  j ump out - tuh keep ' im down 
in dere an ' cook ' im all tuh pieces , evahthing right on up . 

An '  yo ' take all dat stuff in de can [ you use as boil er ] an ' yo ' take it tuh a 
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runnin ' s tream. An '  yo ' p o ' dat stu f f  in de stream where de watah is  runnin ' , 
an ' de b one dat chew want , ins t id of goin ' down de stream wit de tide , it ' ll 
come b ack ,  or stan '  right down dere tub de b ot tom an ' quivah . It won ' t go o ff , 
de s tu ff won ' t carry it away . An ' dat ' s de b one , de lucky b one . Dat ' s  de b one 
yo ' want . Yo ' will know de b one by - it acks pe cul ' ah ,  di ff ' ren ' from de rest  
of  de b ones . 

(What time do you b oil that cat? ) 
Twelve a ' clock in de day . [The old fashioned lard can ( 5 0  pounds of lard? ) 

was large enough to b e  used as a b o iler . I t  is prob ab ly an ant ique today ! ] 
[ Savannah , Ga . ,  ( 1 2 6 9 ) , 2 149 : 8 . ] 

10040 . De way ah ' ve heard it , yo ' ketch 
cat an ' when yo ' ketch dat cat , yo ' take it 

chew a b l ack cat . I t  mus t  b e  black 
to de fo ' ks o f  de road at twelve 

MIDNIGHT AT FORKS OF ROAD - BOIL BLACK CAT ALIVE 
THROW BONES INTO RUNNING WATER - LUCKY BONE GOE S 

a ' clock . Have yore watah hot . 
Don ' t kill ' im .  D ive ' im in 
dat pot  of  ho t watah an ' shet 
it up , an ' let  ' im cook till 
hit cook de meat off  ' i s bones . 

UPSTREAM - CARRY FOR GOOD LUCK - LOVE - GAMBLING 

Den yo ' take all do se b ones an ' taken ' em down tub de runnin ' stream ,  de stream 
goin ' dis way [demons trates ] . Dat ' s down , b ackwards is upwards .  An '  yo ' p o ' dem 
b ones intuh dat runnin ' s tream one at de time . An '  de b one dat goe s  b ack up de 
s tream ,  dat ' s de lucky b one an ' yo ' g it dat . 

(What do you do with that b one? ) 
Well , dey tell me yo ' kin take dat b one an ' tote it in yore pocket an ' it 

brings g ood luck in love affairs , gamb lin '  an ' sech lak a s  dat . 
[While machine turned o f f  informant says s omething ab out disapp earing . ]  
(Use that same b one you s ay? ) 
Yes sir , yo ' put it in yore mouth an ' it  make s yo ' invis ible , p eop le can ' t 

see yo ' . [ Brunswick , Ga . ,  (117 9 ) , 1980 : 3 . ] 
10041 . (You have to go out to  the cro ssroads and you have to go into the 

r i ght hand fork of  that road . ) 
[ I  am repeating what informant had said b efore recording b egan . ] 
Yeah , right-han ' fo ' ks of  de road . An '  he ' ll put de cat in de pot . Fill de 

pot up wit watah an ' build a fiah roun ' de pot . An ' when dey gits through build

GO TO RIGHT-HAND FORK OF CROS SROADS - THERE 
BOIL BLACK CAT - HORRIBLE SPIRITS APPEAR - THEN 
CHANGE COLOR � I F  YOU STAND TE ST - BONE I S  YOURS 

in ' a fiah roun ' de pot , dey ' ll 
sit  dere an ' dere b e  things 
comin ' from evah which way -
evah which direction . 
Don ' keer whut come up . Dere 

peopl e sudden comin ' up wit no haids - al arms , b ells , an ' all dem kin ' a things . 
An ' yo ' know , j i s '  when dey git dere , dey j i s '  changes all kinda color . Al l ole 
daid mens git t in '  up out de grave an ' walkin ' down dere . [ Jacks onville , Fla . , 

TAKE A JET-BLACK CAT TO FORKS OF ROAD 
CARRY ALSO POT AND LID - BOIL CAT ALIVE 
IF YOU CAN STAY THERE AND SMELL IT - TAKE 
BONES AND THROW INTO RUNNING WATER - BONE 
GOING UPSTREAM WILL BE LUCKY BONE - YOU 
HAVE SOLD YOURSELF TO DEVIL - DO ANYTHING 

( 5 9 9 ) , 7 78 : 3 . ] 
1004 2 .  Yo ' take a j et-b lack cat an '  
yo ' go tub a forks o f  de road , see . 
Take yo ' a pot an ' put ' em in dere 
' l ive an ' shet ' im up , tigbt vbere 
he can ' t git out . Cook it - coOk  all 
de meat o ff de b ones ; see , if ::ro' kiD 
stay dere an ' smell it . Dell pt all 

dose b ones . Listen good . Den yo ' 
all dem b ones in a s tream-a watah . 

go down tub a s tream-a watah , see, -· tJavv 

stream, dat ' s  
(What will 

de b one tub git . 
tha t b one do for you 

An ' de b one , dey tell me , dat gpes ap de 

then? ) 
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Well . dey tells me yo ' sells yo ' self tuh de devil . Yo ' kin do anything . 
[ S t . Petersburg . Fla . 1 ( 9 9 1 ) 1 1 5 99 : 1 . ] 

1004 3 .  Well . mah b ruthah killed a b l ack cat once . an ' dis  black cat didn ' t 
have any sp o t  on ' im - white sp o t  on ' im nowhere . He wus black all ovah . An ' 

IN ORDER NOT TO LOOK AT HELLI SH CONTENTS OF POT 
HE HAD BUILT A DAM ACROS S A SMALL STREAM - ON I T  
WAS A FIRE AN D  POT OF BOILING WATER - INTO POT 
HE THREW LIVE BLACK CAT WI THOUT ONE WHITE HAI R  
HOLDING MI RROR OVER POT AN D  LOOKING AT REFLECTION 
ONLY 2 BONES APPEARED - THESE HE CAST INTO STREAM 
ONE FLOATED ACRO S S  STREAM AWAY FROM HIM - OTHER 
FLOATED TO HIM - FORMER BONE HE BURI ED - LATTER 
BONE HE CARRI ED - BY INSERTING IT INTO MOUTH HE 
COULD DI SAPPEAR FOR SHORT PERIODS OF TIME - MY 
INFORMANT - ROOT DOCTOR - SAID BOILING BONES TOO 
DANGEROUS TO LOOK AT IN POT - REASON FOR MIRROR 

he ' d  taken d i s  black cat an ' 
he put ' im - caught ' im alive 
an ' put ' im intuh a bo ilin ' 
p o t  o f  watah . Cooked ' im.  
But de way he did 1 he bui l t  
a kind ' a  dam-lak ovah one 
stream o f  watah 1 an ' dis 
fiah wus up ovah dat 1 see . 
An '  when it boiled all good . 
den he ' d  have a lookin ' - glass 
an ' he helt it lak dat ovah 
dis  pot . An ' only two o f  
dem bones showed up i n  dat 
lookin ' -glas s . He throwed 

o f f  both-a dem bone s . One-a de bone s floated cro ssways de r ivah an ' one o f  dem 
flo ated up tuh ' im . Well . de one whut floated up tuh ' im 1  dat ' s  de one he ' d  
taken an ' put in ' is pocket . An '  de bone dat floated o f f  from ' im 1  he ' d  taken 
dat an ' buried i t . An ' dat one bone dat he took . he could disappeah he says fa ' 
a time . i f  dere anything dat he wanted tuh do . J i s ' hal ' dat bone in ' is mo uth 
an ' disapp eah .  

An ' hit wus some boys wus standin ' on de cornah . Dey tole me . says mah 
b ro thah walked up tuh dem one day an ' ast dem did dey wanted a drink . Dey said 1 
"Yes . "  An ' so he said 1 "Hal ' mah suitcase till ah come back . " 

An '  when he came back dey saw ' im  at a distance when he go t at dis  sto ' 1 but 
when he go t at de sto ' dey didn ' t see ' im no mo ' .  When dey see ' im ag ' in 1  he 
wus comin ' back wit a case o f  whi skey . [To info rmant . a doctor and man . the se 
two bones were dangerous . the reason for no t looking into the p o t . The bone 
flo ating away from him he safely buried . the one floating to him was harmless 
i f  p roperly used . ] [ Brunswick . Ga • • ( 1 206) 1 2039 : 7 . ] 

10044 . All right . i f  yo ' wan ' s tuh be  a man dat chew kin do anythin ' dat chew 
wan t 1  yo ' git chew a black cat an ' yo ' boil  ' im .  G o  d o wn  tuh a cro ssroad a t  

CROSSROAD AT MIDNIGHT - BOIL LIVE BLACK CAT 
OWN COFFIN AND SPOOKS O F  ALL SORTS APPEAR 
BONES INTO RUNNING WATER - LUCKY BONE UPSTREAM 

twelve a ' clock at night an ' yo ' 
bo ils ' em. An ' when yo ' boil 
dis cat yo ' see evahth in ' all 
aroun ' dere . mayb e yuh co f fin . 
or yo ' may see all kinda spooks . 

Go down tuh a runnin ' stream o f  watah an ' throw dese bone s in i t . Well . all dose 
bones dat no good 1 dey go downs tream .  but de bone . dat Lucky bone 1 it come s up
s tream. Yo ' take dat bone an ' put it in yuh p o cke t . an ' yo ' kin do anythin ' wit 
dat bone dat chew want . [ S umter . S .  Car . 1 (136 7 ) 1 241 8 : 11 . ] 

TO BECOME ROOTWORKER CATCH BLACK CAT - TAKE HIM 
TO FORKS OF ROAD - BOIL HIM ALIVE - THROW BONES 
INTO RUNNING WATER - THE ONE BONE GOING UPSTREAM 
PICK UP AND RETURN TO FORKS O F  ROAD - STAND THERE 
UNTIL MI DNIGHT - I F  YOU CAN ENDURE SPIRIT DISPLAY 
BEFORE DEVIL ARRIVES - HE WILL TELL WHAT TO DO 
WITH THE BONE - YO 'LL BE A GOOD ONE [ROOTWORKER] 

1004 5 .  Well . j is ' lak yo ' 
wanta be  a roo tworkah or 
somep in lak dat 1 yo ' go in 
de fo ' k  of de road an ' yo ' 
take a black cat [with you ] . 
An ' ke tch ' im alive an ' boil 
' im.  Boil ' im live an ' take 
' im an ' take de bone whut run 
up stream. T ake dat bone an ' 
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take it an ' s t and i n  d e  fo ' k  o f  d e  road till twelve of  midnight a t  ni ght . An '  
whatsomevah happen , dey say it will come tuh yuh dat ni ght , an ' de devil will 
tell yo ' whut tuh do wi t it . 

(Tell you how to do the PootwoPk? )  
Yes suh .  
{After you get this b lack cat b one , you take it  out t o  the fork o f  the road 

and s t and there until twelve o ' clock at  night ? )  
Yessuh ,  an ' i f  yo ' kin stand evahthing whut come about , yo ' ll b e  a good one . 

[ Sumter , S .  Car . , {1340) , 2616 : 16 . ] 
1004 6 . Well , dey tell me i f  yo ' want a have good luck , git chew a coal-black 

cat an ' take him out tuh whah de Poads cPossin ' some ole faPaway Poad an ' take 
yuh a pot an ' take dis cat an ' cook ' im ,  evahthin ' but ' i s eye s . Dose is de two 

CARRY COAL-BLACK CAT TO DE ROADS CROSSING 
OLE FARAWAY ROAD - ALSO POT - BOIL CAT THERE 
U S ING SLOW FIRE - EYES WILL NOT COOK - THEY 
TURN HARD - SPIRITS DO NOT APPEAR WHILE CAT 
BOILING - TAKE BONES TO ST ILL WATER - NOT TO 
RUNNING WATER - DROP IN BONES - ONE SMALL 
BONE STAY S  ON TOP - ALL OTHERS S INK - AFTER 
10 OR 12 DAYS DRESS BONE WITH STRONG ALCOHOL 
THI S BONE MUST BE IN P OCKET WHEN YOU GAMBLE 
FOR THOSE CAT EYES - SEE NOTE AT END OF TEXT 

thin ' s dat chew have yuh a [ some
thing? ] right wheah yo ' put chure 
f i ah ,  j i s '  enough tuh not burn de 
eye s . [See comment later about 
the s e  eyes . ]  Cook it tuh wheah 
it ' ll b e  hard , an ' cook dat cat . 
Dey claim dat diff ' ren thin ' s 
[ spirits ] come up out de pot  but 
dat ain ' t true . 
(The se things [ app earance of  sp ir
its ] really don ' t come about ? )  
Dey don ' come about , but i t  is 

true tuh mah knowledge about de cat . An '  yo ' cook dis cat tull [ t ill]  he ' s  per
fek done ; ev ' ry stran '  o f  de meat ' s  offa de b one . An ' go tuh some spot-a watah 
where de watah i s  s t andin ' per fekly [per fectly ]  s t ill an ' yo ' drop d o s e  b one s in 
d er e . An' dere ' s  one l i ' le cer tain b one , dat ' s j i s '  a small b one , dat ' ll stay 
on top a  de wat ah , an ' de resta de b ones dey goes down tuh de b o t t om .  Dat b one 
yo ' kin take it an ' keep it fo ' maybe ten or twelve days , an ' take it tuh some 
place tuh where yo ' kin dress i t  wit strong alkihol tuh wheah it has a strong 
scent . Have it wheah yuh kin smell dat scent . Den yuh kin keep it in yuh pock
et , lak yuh ' s a gamb lah o r  some kinda card p layah , an ' it re ' lly b r ings luck tuh 
yuh .  

(What would you d o  with tho s e  eyes o f  the cat? ) 
Aftah yo ' dress yore bone yuh git do se eyes an ' place dem somewhah whah yuh ' s ,  

in yuh residence whah yuh l ive at , whah dey kin stay whah nuthin ' ll b o thah ' em. 
An ' dose eyes - yuh know he [ cat ] has a gray eye . Dey ' ll b e gin tuh turn green . 
An ' de whole thin ' ll  git j is '  as green a s  a gourd . Den yuh keep do se fo ' yuh
self ; not fo ' nobody else but churesel f .  

[Those preceding cat eyes are interesting ! At the moment I d o  no t recall 
anything quite s imilar in HOODOO. The fact that the se natural eye s turn hard and 
� gradually change color from gray to green , shows we are concerned here with 
� cat ' s-eye s : gems exhib i t ing a chatoyant [ [ reflecting a s ingle streak of light 
vben cut in a cab ochon ] ] lus ter , espe cially a var iety o f  chrysoberyl , the ori
Bft�l or pPecious cat ' s-eye . Though this i s  my only example - comp are foll08iu8 
rite - could present rite b e  an attempt to sell glas s cat ' s-eye s as devil stooes! 
Years ago a t  the turn o f  the century a cat ' s-eye shoot ing marble was � a 
saperstit ion with s ome marble shoo ters .  P erhaps an ant iquarian could iDfoma as . ]  
[!Or another example o f  b lack eat ' s eyes , see No . . ]  [Waycross . Ga • •  (1163) . 
1938 : 1 . ] 

10047 .  Take a black cat - ke tch ' im an ' put ' im in a p ot ' a  boi1iD' .. tah 
alive . an '  den let ' im stay in dat p o t ' a  b o ilin ' watah unt il be dies. Den take 
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him down tuh a stream o f  runnin ' watah an ' cos 

7 DAYS AFTER OBTAINING LUCKY BONE - ONLY BONE 
OF BLACK CAT TO FLOAT - VI S I T  FORKS OF ROAD 
WITH BONE IN LEFT HAND SELL SELF TO DEVIL 

An '  den yo ' gone a week from dat , dat day dat 
down tuh de fo ' ks of de road an ' sell yuhself 
do anythin ' yuh want tuh do . 

[ o f  course ] qui te natchal he ' ll 
be ' s  intuh bone [bones wi ll be  
separated from flesh] an ' dere ' ll 
be a bone dat ' ll stay on top ' a  de 
water . An '  yo ' take dat bone an ' 
take i t  an ' keep it in yuh pocket.  

chew did dis [= 7 days later ] go 
tuh de devil . An' yuh be  ab le tuh 

(What do you do down at the forks of  the road? [Paus e . ] Do you know? [ I  
am not making myself clear . ] When you go down wi th that bone in your pocket , 
is  there anything that you do at the forks o f  the road? ) 

Well , yuh j es ' - yo ' hold i t  [bone ] in yuh lef ' han ' , an ' dat de time yuh 
sellin ' yuhself tuh de devil . [ Fayetteville , N .  Car . , (1426 ) , 2 5 7 2 : 3 . ]  

1004 8 . People do dat when dey sell dereself tuh de devil . Dey go out dere 
' tween de fo ' ks of de road . An '  dey kills a black cat , yo ' know , an ' take a 

certain bone in ' im,  an ' dey 
SELL SELF TO DEVIL BY CARRYING BLACK CAT BONE 
TO CROSSROAD - DEVIL WILL BE WAITING FOR YOU 

take dat bone an ' go out tuh de 
fo ' ks of de road . An '  when dey 
git tuh de fo ' ks of de road , dey 

have sold deys elf tuh de devil . He will come down [ one of the roads ] .  Dat ' s  why 
dey doin ' dat , dat ' s  de correct thing [ to sell yourself to the devil ] .  People do 
dat , yo ' know , who is  notorious . I t ' s  not fo ' good p eople tuh do dat . [Little 
Rock , Ark . , ( 88 7 ) , 1461 : 9 . ]  

1004 9 . Put a black cat in a pot of  water and boil it until all the flesh 
comes o f f  and the lucky bone comes to the top . Then take that lucky bone and go 
to the forks of the road and there you ' ll meet the devil . I f  you can stand him 
you can do anything you want . [ Fredericksburg , Va . , ( 81) , Ediphone . ]  

10050 . I have heard that 
CROSSROAD - 2 A . M. - LIVE BLACK CAT TO - SEE SPIRITS you take a black cat at 

two o ' clock and carry him 
t o  a crossroad and there you wi ll see evi l spiri t s . Evi l spiri t s  are walking 
every night at two o ' clock . [Hampton , Va . , Ediphone cyl . 24 . ] 

1005 1 .  Now ,  yo ' goes an ' gits yuhself a straight-off black cat . Go right now 
an ' git a straight-out black cat , yo ' undahs tand . Ah mean a real j e t-b lack cat . 
An ' take a pot an ' put a b i g  fiah undah it , an ' take dat cat whi le he ' s  alive 

AFTER CAT BONES THROWN INTO RUNNING WATER - BONE 
GOING OFF BY ITSELF TAKE AT MIDNIGHT TO FORKS OF 
ROAD - MEET THE DEVIL - SELL YOURSELF TO HIM FOR 
5 YEARS - NOW YOU CAN DO ANYTHING YOU WANT TO 

an ' put - throw ' im down in 
dat watah . An '  j is '  let ' im 
boil tuh pieces until all de 
j ' ints come ap art . An '  carry 
it tuh a s tream of runnin ' 
watah an ' yo ' take all dose 

bones , one at a time , an ' part i t  away [ s eparate it ] . An '  yo ' kin take i t  an ' 
dump it in dat runnin ' watah , an ' j is '  what b one should happen tuh go o f f  by it
self , well yo ' git dat bone . But it mus t  be j i s '  ab out midnight . An '  yo ' take 
dat bone wo t float by itself an ' yo ' walk tuh de fo ' k  o f  de road . An '  when yo ' 
git at de fo ' k  o f  de road , why yo ' ll meet de devil . Den yo ' ll give yuh testimony 
tuh ' im.  Den yo ' l l confes s  dat yo ' sell yuh soul tuh ' im fer five yeahs . An '  so 
yo ' already sold yuhself tuh ' im, s o  dat ' s  why yo ' servin ' de devil . Yo ' workin ' 
fer de devil an ' yo ' j is '  have dat black cat bone an ' yo ' kin do anythin ' dat yo ' 
wanta do . [ Charleston , S .  Car . , (517) , 606 : 7 . ] 

1005 2 .  (You what ? )  
Goes tuh de fo ' ks o f  de road an ' learn how tuh play music , an ' dey will play 
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right dere . Take a b lack cet bone , ah believe it is , an ' as dey play an ' as 

LEARNING TO PLAY MUSIC AT CROSSROADS AND 
FINDING BLACK CAT BONE THERE - STORIES COMB INED 
WHEN RUNNING BONES - ROOSTER CROWS AT RI GHT ONE 

dey talk , dey draw it acro s s  
dem , y o ' know , until dey find 
dat main b one . Den dey fin ' 
dat ma in b one an ' ah think 
i t ' s - dey ' ll heah a roo stah 

crow . An ' den dey ' ave 
( I  see . ) 

sold dereself tub de devil . 

An ' den dey kin play music j i s '  as good as a pursun dat ' s  been playin ' all de 
t ime . 

(What do they do t o  the cat firs t , b e fore they pull all tho s e  b one s through 
their mouth? ) 

Well , y o ' s ee , dey boils de ket . 
(And then they take each b o t tle while they are playing and put i t  through their 

mouth? ) [This was inferred from informant ' s  dey draw it across dem. ] 
Yes , sir , put ' em through dere mouth . 
(And when the right b one app ears , a roos ter will crow? ) 
A roos tah ' ill crow . 
( I  see . And they have s old themselves to the devil? ) 
Yes sir . 
( I  see . )  [ For roo s ter see a Lso 10066 . ]  [ Vicksburg , Mis s . ,  ( 7 1 4 ) , 981 : 8 . ] 

KILL BLACK CAT - S UCK BONE - MEET DEVIL AT 
3-PRONGED ROAD - 7 MORNINGS BEFORE DAY - 7 YEARS LUCK 

10053 . After killing 
b lack cat and sucking 
b one , go to three
pronged road 7 mornings 

b e fore day , you will meet devil . Luck for s even years . [Deal I s land , Md . ,  
, , 

VI SIT 3-FORKED ROAD 9 NIGHTS - LAST NIGHT THERE 
BOIL BLACK CAT - SUCK BONES - DEVIL WILL APPEAR 

GIVE YOU ALL THE "TRICKS" YOU WANT 

resume , 19 : 3 . ] 
10054 . Go t o  a three- forked 
road at night , on the 9 th ni ght 
kill [b oil ] a black cat there . 
While sucking the bones the 

devil will app ear and " give you all the tricks 
, , 

you want . "  [Norfolk , Va . ,  resume , 
4 48 : 8 . ] 

100 5 5 . Ketch a black cat 
An ' dey say de lucky b one ' l l 

an ' , yo ' know , put ' im in a  ho t  p o t  o f  watah , see . 
ris e ,  yo ' know , tub de t op o f  de watah . Dey take 

9 MORNINGS TAKE BLACK CAT BONE TO FORKS OF ROAD 
MEET DEVIL THERE - NOTHING AGAIN WILL EVER HARM 

dis [ b one ]  an ' go tub de forks 
of de road nine mawnin ' s .  Say 
yo ' go dere tub meet de devil . 
An '  say , i f  yo ' go ,  yo ' know , 

in any place [ to rob i t  or where you could meet trouble ] an ' long as yo ' keep 
dis b one wi t ' im ( you] , yo ' know , nuthin wouldn ' t hahm [ harm] ' im (you] . [Wil
mington , N .  Car . , ( 2 2 7 ) , 2 21 : 3+8 5 . ]  

10056 . Dey git  a b lack cat an ' care ' im tub de fo ' ks uh de road fuh nine 
mawnin ' s ab out s ix a ' clock . An ' dey come back home an ' bile dat cat . An ' dey 

CARRY BLACK CAT TO FORKS OF ROAD 9 MORNINGS 
AI 6 O ' CLOCK - RETURN HOME - BOIL CAT - THROW 
BONES OVERBOARD - ONE FLOATING I S  LUCKY BONE 

says den dey kin do mo s '  anythin ' 
dey want . Dey bile dat cat an '  
put ' im a - take all de bones ,  
yuh know , aftah dey boil de cat. 
an ' care it down tub a creek aa• 

trow all de b ones 
save de b one w ' ut 
( 3 18) , 2 51 : 3+8 5 . ]  

ovahb o ' d . Well , all de mos ' a dem bones ' ll go tuh de bot�. 
fl oat . Dey say dat be  de lucky bone . [Wilmington , B .  Car • •  

100 57 . Boil b lack cat , " lucky bone" r ises to t op o f  pot , take to forb of 
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, , 
road 9 mornings , you will mee t the devil , can go unseen into any place . [ Re sume , 

TOS S  BONES OF BOILED BLACK CAT INTO RUNNING WATER 
BONE RID ING UP STREAM I S  LUCKY BONE - GRAB - CARRY 
9 MORNINGS TO FORKS OF ROAD - THERE TELLING THE 
LORD YOU HAVE SOLD YOURSELF TO THE DEVIL - NOW 
YOU CAN DO ANYTHING - NO ONE CAN STOP OR HARM YOU 

no reference , but from Wil
mington , N .  Car . ] 
1 0058 . Take a b lack cat an ' 
throw it  in a pot  o f  ho t 
wat ah • • •  

[ I  turn o f f  machine here be
caus e rite did no t app ear to 

frequent hab it 
machine before 
omit ted . ]  

b e  promising . This was a 
o f  mine t o  save t ime and cylinder space . Once more I shall s top 
l e t t ing it cont inue to the end . My que s t ions show what had been 

(Af ter they boil this black cat what do  they do? ) 
Take ' is bones , all de bones an ' carry it down tuh de • • •  

[ I  s top machine and then begin again . ] 
(After they ge t this bone that goes up the s t ream , then what do  they do? ) 
Dey take it  an ' goes tuh de fo ' ks of  de  road fa ' nine mawnin ' s  an ' pray tuh 

de Lord an ' say dey sell deyself tuh de  devil . An ' den dey kin do anythin ' dey 
wan ' a do an '  can ' t nob ody hahm ' em .  [ S avannah , Ga . , ( 1 2 6 6 ) , 2146 : 5 . ] 

10059 . De way a fellah [ doctor] tole me , when ah wuz tryin ' tuh gamble . "Ah 
wanta be a real gamblah . "  He tole me he cud [ could ] f ix me up a han ' fa ' $ 25 ,  
[ he said ] ah could do j is '  ab out as good as he cud , i f  ah [ he ]  tole yo ' [me ] tuh 

GO TO FORKS OF ROAD 9 S UCCESS IVE SUNDAY MORNINGS 
ON 9TH S UNDAY MORNING CATCH A BLACK CAT AND CARRY 
HIM WITH YOU - COOK IN WASHBOILER WITH LID - WHEN 
BONES APART - A FORKED BONE WILL CROS S 2 HIP BONES 
THROW FORKED BONE DOWNSTREAM INTO RUNNING WATER 
BONE WILL RETURN TO YOU FLOWING UPST REAM - TAKE 
THI S BONE TO FORKS OF ROAD 9 MORNINGS FOLLOWING 
9TH SUNDAY MORNING - YOU WILL MEET THE DEVIL 
SHAKE HANDS WITH HIM - YOU HAVE S OLD YOURS ELF TO 
THE DEVIL - YOU CAN DO ANYTHING YOU WANT TO DO 

do dis . 
Ah says , "Whut do yo ' mean 
by dat ? "  
He say , "Yo ' sell yo ' self 
tuh de devil . "  
Ah say , "How would ah sell 
mahsel f tuh de  devil? " 
He say , "Yo ' go tuh de fa ' 
fo ' ks o f  de road fa ' nine 
Sunday mawnin ' s , "  an ' he 
say , "on de ninth Sunday 
mawnin ' ,  yo ' ketch yo ' a 
b lack cat an ' carry him • • •  

(After you have been to 
the fork on the ninth [ S unday ] morning , then you 
the b lack cat . )  

catch a cat and take him home -

"De black cat an ' carry him home [ continues doctor to  informant ] .  An ' git  
chew a wash-p o t  an ' fill i t  half fulla watah an ' put chew a big heap in ' f iah roun ' 
dere an ' g i t  some kinda lid an ' put ovah dat pot , an ' boil  dat wa tah t ill it  go 
j is '  rollin ' . An '  throw dat black cat in dere , an ' covah it up , an ' let ' im s tay 
two hours lak dat . When yo ' take him out , take de hip bone - take two hip bones 
an '  up in dere cross  dem two hip bones , dere ' s  a bone in ' is back dat ' s  a forked 
bone . [ This forked bone always sugge s t s  the chicken wishbone , a type of bone no 
o ther animal has . We have a numb er o f  examp les o f  this mis ident ificat ion in 
HOODOO - see No . . ]  Well , yo ' kin take dat forked bone an ' carry it  tuh de 
runnin ' watah an ' throw i t  down de s t ream . " An ' he say , "Dat bone will come back 
tuh yuh . " 

"Yo ' take an ' go tuh dat fa ' ka de  road nine mo ' mawnin ' s an ' dat ninth mawnin' ." 
(Sunday mornings or any morning then? ) 

Yas suh , any mawnin ' .  Jis ' nine mawnin ' . 
[We have 9 Sunday mornings followed b y  9 mornings . ]  
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Say ,  "When yo ' do dat , on de ninth mawnin ' ,  
shake han ' s wit ' im , an ' evahthin ' in de worl ' 
it . "  Yo ' sold yo ' s elf tuh de devil . Tole ' im  
ville , N .  Car . , ( 13 9 2 ) , 2501 : 8 . ] 

yo ' ll meet de devil dere , an ' yo ' 
dat chew want s tuh do , yo ' kin do 
ah cudn ' t stand dat . [ Fayet t e-

1006 0 .  Ah hear ' d  if  a man wanted any luck , wanted tuh learn how tuh b e  a ex
p ert or a mus ician , or i f  he wanted tuh b e  a expert gamb lah or what no t ,  dey 
go e s  out tuh dat cro s sroads f o ' nine mawnin ' s .  An '  de ninth mawnin ' when he go 

TO HAVE LUCK - BE A MUS ICIAN - EXPERT GAMBLER 
VIS IT CROSSROADS 9 MORNINGS IN SUCCESS ION - CARRY 
WITH YOU EACH DAY LIVE BLACK CAT - ON 9TH MORNING 
ALSO BRING A KETTLE AND MEET DEVIL - WHO SAYS 
HE WILL GIVE YOU ANYTHING BETWEEN DE SOLE OF YUH 
HAID AN ' DE CROWN OF YUH FEET - ON LEAVING DEVIL 
FILL POT WITH WATER - GO TO HILLTOP OVERLOOKING 
A STREAM - THERE BOIL CAT ALIVE - THEN GOING DOWN 
HILL - THROW CAT BONES INTO THIS RUNNING WATER 
ALL WILL FLOW DOWNSTREAM EXCEPT ONE WHICH SOON 
TURNS UP STREAM - THIS I S  THE BLACK CAT LUCKY BONE 
PICK IT UP AND WEAR IT IN YOUR LEFT-BREAST POCKET 

out there - but b efo ' he go 
out der e , he goes den an ' 
h e  git ' im  a b l ack cat . 
Ah b e t t ah [ b egin again ] so 
yo ' kin undahstan '  it  go od . 
Befo ' he goes tuh de cro s s
roads dat nine mawnin ' s ,  he 
goes de fir s ' mawn in '  an ' 
he git ' im a b lack cat . An '  
h e  takes dat b lack cat an ' 
he cares ' im out dere wit 
' im tuh de cro ssroad nine 
mawnin ' s .  An ' when he cares 
' im dere nine mawnin ' s ,  de 

ninth mawnin ' when he git  dere , dey says dat de devil ' imself meets ' im dere . 
An ' dey says he ' ll t ell ' im anything dat chew wan ' a do or anything yo ' wan ' a 
know. Says , he ' ll give me anythin ' b etween de sole of yuh haid an ' de crown 
of  yuh feet . [With a mixup like this between so le [ soul ] and crown , devil st ill 
mus t  have b een working . ]  He says , " I t  shall b e  granted tuh yo ' . "  An '  so when
evah he do dat , he takes dis black cat , which he ' s  got  alive , an ' he git s ' im a 
po t .  

(After he has gone there nine mornings , h e  takes the cat and get s  this pot ? )  
Yessuh .  
An ' when he git s dis pot , den he go es den tuh a stream o f  watah dat ' s runnin ' . 

He makes ' im  a fiah on de hill r ight up ab ove de watah . An ' when he makes dis 
fiah an ' git dat watah b o ilin ' , he throws dat b lack cat in de pot  alive an ' lets 
dis cat cook alive . An' when de cat cooks unt il all de  flesh has come o f f  de 
bone , he takes de carcass o f  dat cat an ' throw it in de runnin ' watah . An ' all 
de bones an ' all de ones dat goes down de stream ,  he let ' em alone . He takes 
de - an ' de b one dat runs up de stream ,  dat goes b ack up de  stream de obj ect 
[opposite ] way , why he takes dat b one den an ' h e  totes dat in ' is lef ' -breas ' 
pocket . An ' when he tote it in ' is lef ' -breas ' pocket why anythin ' he desires 
den, he ' ll git dat . [Fayet t eville , N .  Car . , ( 1412) , 253 7 : 3 . ] 

10061 . Ah hear ' d  o f  people takin ' a b lack cat an ' b o il ' em in a pot  o f  hot 
boilin ' watah alive an ' den take ' im out . Take his b ones out , all ' is b ones , an '  

AFTER YOU OBTAIN CAT BONE THAT SWIMS UP STREAM 
VITH IT VISIT FORKS OF ROAD 9 SUNDAY MORNINGS 
lAST MORNING YOU WILL MEET DEVIL - IF YOU DO NOT 
SAY ANYTHING TO HIM - HE WILL NOT SAY ANYTHING 
10 YOU - TURN ABOUT AND RETURN HOME - WITH BONE 
mu CAN DISAPP EAR - ROB BANK - ATTEMPT ANYTHING 

carry ' em tuh a s tream o f  
watah . An ' throw ' em in dat 
s tream of watah an ' de one 
whut go up stream ,  take it out, 
an ' de rest of ' em ' ill go 
downstream. Let ' ea  go ' head. 
An '  de one da t go upstr� 
yo ' take dat out an' put it 

iD yore pocket . An '  go tuh de fo ' ks o f  de road evah Sunday mawnin' fo 1 DiDe 
Slmday mawnin ' s , an ' de ninth mawnin ' yo ' 11  meet de devil dere . AD '  i£ 70 '  don 1 
say uuthin tub ' im , he won ' say nuthin tuh yo ' • An ' yo ' turn roun 1 - 1  c .-e  on 



3 9 2 6  - Memo irs of  Alma Egan Hyatt Foundat ion -

b ack . An '  yo ' kin go down heah tuh de Nat ional Bank , any b ank yo ' want tuh - s o  
ah ' ve hear ' d - an ' t ake any thin ' out . D e  law won ' t bo thah yo ' .  Yo ' disappeah . 
Yo ' kin ' temp t [ at temp t ]  de cashier , yo ' kin ' temp t de dogs , any thin ' yo ' wanta 
' temp t .  [ Fayetteville , N.  Car . , ( 1 4 2 8 ) , 2 5 7 7 : 6 . ] 

1 006 2 .  Whut chew call gittin ' de b lack cat b one . Yo ' take him intuh de fo ' k  
o f  de road . Yo ' take ' im out tuh de fo ' ks of de road an ' make a f iah , an ' a p o t , 

CARRY BLACK CAT - POT - WATER - TO FORKS OF ROAD 
BOIL CAT - THROW BONES INTO RUNNING WATER - ONE 
FLOATING UP STREAM CATCH - THEN RETURN 9 NI GHT S  
TO FORKS O F  ROAD AT 9 O ' CLOCK - MEET THE DEVIL 
WITH THI S BLACK CAT BONE ANYTHING IS POSSIBLE 

an ' b o il i t .  An ' den yo ' 
would take all dese b ones , 
when it b o il all tuh p ieces , 
tuh a runnin ' s tream . An ' yo ' 
would p u t  al l do s e  b ones in de 
s tream an' de one dat floats 
up d e  s tream ,  dat ' s d e  one tuh 

gi t .  An ' aftah dat dey ' ll go b ack tuh de  fo ' ks of  de road nine nights . Go b ack 
evah night fer nine nights an ' talk wit de devil . Yo ' go dere an ' mee t  de devil 
dere . An '  den af tah dey do dat f er nine nights ,  dey is thr ough . Dey kin do any
thin ' dey wanta do . 

(Wel l , what time do they go o u t  there at night ? )  
Roun ' nine ' clock . [Mob ile , Ala . , ( 6 60) , 8 63 : 1 . ] 
1 00 6 3 . Now , i f  i t ' s a hand dat he want s , he ' ll go in de fo ' k  of  de  road ' fa '  

day in de mawnin '  at fa ' ' clock .  He ' ll b e  dere b y  foah . Well , he t ake j is '  
thin ' s .  Yo ' evah heah talk o f  dis root dey call John de Conkah? Wel l , it ' s  de 

BE AT FORKS OF ROAD BY 4 A. M. - BRING 3 ARTI CLES 
JOHN DE CONKAH - BLACKSNAKE ROOT - BLACK CAT BONE 
LATTER YOU MUST HAVE OBTAINED YOURSELF PREVIOUSLY 
IT LOOKS SOMETHING LIKE A CHICKEN WI SHBONE [ NEVER ! ] 
AT FORKS OF ROAD DRAW TRIANGLE - MAKE WI SH FOR 
HAND - YOU ARE SELLING YOURSELF TO DEVIL - PUT 
DIRT FROM SINNERMAN 'S GRA VE - 9 PENNIES - ALL THESE 
IN HOLE YOU DIG INSIDE TRIANGLE - DEVIL WILL APPEAR 
AS NATURAL MAN - HE WILL GIVE YOU A SPECIAL HAND 
NOBODY KIN BREAK IT [HAND] UP - WHENEVER YOU WANT 
ANYTHING YOU TALK TO THI S HAND BEFORE LEAVING HOME 
TO GAMBLE - FOR THE SPECIAL HAND TAKE PIECE OF TWO 
ROOTS AND BLA CK CAT LUCIC! BONE - 3 PIECES - PUT IN 
TEN- CENT BOTTLE OF HEARTS COLOGNE - ANOINT YOURSELF 
WITH MIXTURE BEFORE ENTERING GAME - BEST OF LUCK 

root dat chew g i t - i t ' s 
a b lacksnake root al so . 
Well , yo ' take de roo t . 
Wel l , i t ' s  a b one . I t ' s 
lak a chicken b one . I t ' s 
on a b lack cat . Ah could 
almo s t  tell yuh where tuh 
git it from . [ I  too can 
tell where tuh gi t it , 
wishbone from , b u t  you wo 
won ' t f ind it in a black 
cat ! I have discus s ed 
this matter elsewhere in 
HOODOO . ]  Yo ' take dis cat 
an ' yo ' kill de cat , s ee .  
Yo ' take d e  b one , it ' s  
long lak a chicken . Well , 

yo ' take dis b one , de b lacksnake roo t  an ' yo ' take dis John de Conkah ,  an ' yo ' 
takes dis b one , an ' yo ' goes in de fo ' ks of de road . An '  yo ' draws somep in in 
de way o f  a triangl e .  Dis way [demons trates ] in de  mawnin '  at fa ' ' clock when
evah yo ' make yuh wish . An ' yuh hand dat chew wants , yo ' sellin ' yuhsel f tuh 
de devil , al so , whenevah yuh do dat . Den yo ' take de s innahman ' s  dirt from ' is 
grave an ' nine pennies which yo ' pays de devil fa ' ' is work . Yo ' give him dis 
s tuff an ' leave i t  dere . An ' he ' ll come up j is '  de s ame as a natchal man . An ' 
when yo ' give him d i s , he give yuh a hand an ' dere ' s  nob ody kin b reak it up . 
[ All hands can b e  broken b y  counter charm or power ful abator. ] 

(This is the hand for gamb l ing . Where do you put all this in this triangl e ? ) 
Right in dis triangle .  J i s ' lak in de fo ' ks of de road : one comin ' dis way 

an ' one ga in ' dat way an ' one ' s b ehin ' yuh . Well , yo ' s tands right in de fo ' ks 
o f  de road an ' yo ' , yo ' know , s o  nob ody cain ' t git it  up . Yo ' know , dig it  up , 
an ' yo ' s tand right dere , i f  yo ' have nerve enough , an ' yo ' f ix all o f  dis in 
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heah [demons trat es ] . 
( In this hole? ) 
In dis triangle in de hole [ in the ho le in the tr iangle ] .  An ' whenevah yo ' 

do , yo ' talk tub hit , yo ' know , j is '  talk j is '  lak ah ' m  talkin ' tub yuh : Ah wan ' 
chew tuh do so an ' so, an '  ah wants a "hand, " an ' ah wants tuh win evahthin ' . 
Well , whenevah yo ' do dat , well , dere ' s  yuh luck right dere . Well , den yo ' kin 
take , when yo ' git ready tub leave , yo ' take a p iece of each of de roo ts an ' de 
b lack cat bone , an ' put it in a ten- cent vial o f  Hear ts Co logne . [ This ten-cent 
vial of Hear ts Co logne as hand we have els ewhere . ]  An ' when yo ' go in yore game 
yo ' ' n ' int chureself wit it , an ' dat ' ll cuz evahb ody tub come right tub yuh . 

(Where do you put thes e pennies? ) 
Yo ' take dose pennies . Well , see , yo ' bury do s e  pennies . Yo ' s  payin ' ' im 

[devil ] fo ' yuh hand . 
(Where do you put those pennies ? )  

Yo ' put i t  right in de triangle an ' yo ' bury it . See , yo ' won ' take dos e 
pennies [ away ] wi t chew , yo ' ll leave ' em dere . 

(You take the roo ts with you? ) 
T akes a piece of  de root , j is '  a p iece . S ee , de roo ts j o in . J ew  evah seen 

a piece? De roo t ' s [ root  is ] j oin [ has j o ints ] .  
(You take a piece o f  it and you leave the res t o f  the root in the hole . )  
Leave de rest o f  de root . J is ' take a piece o f  each piece o f  dis heah , but 

chew takes dat bone an ' put it in de j ab [ j ar ] , right in de j ab ,  an ' den yo ' put 
chure - den yo ' s tops it up , each piece of de root . Den yo ' ' o int [ ano int ] yuh
sel f when yo ' git ready tub go on a game . [Wilson , N .  Car . , (149 5) , 2 5 66 : 1 . ] 

10064 . I f  yo ' wanta have yuh way anywheah in de world yo ' go , wanta do any
thing yo ' wanta do , yo ' git chew a j et b lack cat . Don ' t let ' im have no spot on 
' im  atall - j e t b lack . An '  yo ' take dat cat an ' take yo ' a kit tle , an ' yo ' go 

ENTER SWAMP ALONE WITH J ET-BLACK CAT AND KETTLE 
VITH LID - BOIL CAT UNTIL FLESH FALLS FROM BONES 
THESE CARRY TO CROS SROADS - SPIRITS WILL TRY TO 
SCARE YOU - IF YOU PAS S TEST - GO TO WATER THAT 
:RIJHS - THROW BONES INTO - THOS E RIDING UP S TREAM 
TAKE TO GRAVEYARD - LEAVE THERE 9 DAYS - RETURN 
9TH MORNING - DI G HOLE - DROP INTO IT 9 PENNIES 
PAYING DEAD FOR USE OF  GRAVEYARD - REMOVE BONES 
� THEM IN RED FLANNEL - WEAR - YO ' LL BE ALL 
EIGHT ANYWHERE • • •  NUTHIN ' LL WORRY • • •  HINDAH YUH 

down heah tub de swamp alone, 
by yo 'se lf, no on e wit chew .  
Put d a t  c a t  i n  dat ki ttle  o f  
watah an ' put somp in o n  d e  lid 
tub hold ' im down in dere . 
Make yuh up a fiah an ' b ile 
it [ kettle ] till de meat come 
way from dat cat bone . Af tah 
doin ' dat yo ' take all of ' is 
bones an ' yo ' go tub a cro s s
roads . All kinda things com
in ' tub yuh , but don ' chew 

&i� frightened . Don ' t chew git s cared . J is ' s tay right dere . All kinda things 
co.in' tub yuh : things wit no haids , no laigs , no ahms - comin ' tub yuh . But 
chew stay dere . An '  af tah yo ' s tayin ' dere yo ' take dese bones an ' yo ' go back 
tab runnin ' watah an ' throw dem in , an ' de one yo ' see travel up - up - yo ' git 
dOse bones . Af tah git tin '  do s e  bones , yo ' go tub a graveyard . An '  when yo ' git  
£ab de graveyard , why yo ' put  dese  b ones down dere an ' let ' em s tay down dere 
fo• nine days . Aftah nine mawn in ' s  yo ' go back dere an ' git  dem b ones an ' yo ' 
lef� yo ' ( you leave ] nine pennies . [ For pay ing spirits o f  dead in graveyard , 
-.e pp . 3316-3323 , v . 4 and other places in HOODOO. ] Dig yo ' a ho l '  an ' let dem 
� pennies down dere - at de graveyard , at tah yo ' git de bones . Yo ' put nine 
..-ales dere . An ' when yo ' take dem bones , yo ' take dem bones an ' yo ' wrap ' em  
.. iD a  piece of  red flannel . An ' yo ' weahs dese bones . An ' yo ' ll b e  all right 
awjwbere yo ' done go . Nuthin ' ll worry yo ' . Nuthin ' ll trouble . If yo ' in trou
�. yo ' kin git out . Nuthin will hindah yuh atall . [ I  put in italics that 
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wonderful expression : alone� by yourse lf� no one wi t chew ! ] [ Florence , S .  Car . , 
(1331) , 229 0 : 1 . ] 

10065 . Dey go out tuh de forks o f  de road an ' some do ' s  one thing an ' s ome 
ano thah , see . S ome will take a half a bushel [ basket ] see , an ' dey puts dat in 

LAY HALF-BUSHEL BASKET AT FORKS OF ROAD 
PUT A BLACK CAT UNDER IT - SAY 3 TIME S 
3 HOLY NAMES - A SUDDEN STORM ARISES 

de forks of de road . An ' aftah dey put 
dat in de forks of de road , dey git a 
black cat an ' put undah dat bushel -
half bushel . S ee . An '  dey ' ll us e de 
word : God� de Fathah - God� de Son -

God� de Ho ly Gho s t .  Three times , see , an ' de storm will rise • • •  (Remainder o f  
thi s story cannot b e  secured becaus e o f  bad spot o n  cylinder . )  [Comment by 
transcriber . ]  [What happened? Did the cat escape? Did the devil appear? I 
hope someone has preserved this story . For a s imilar story see one in whi ch the 
devil demands you cuss God three times , No . 348 , p . l03 , vol . l . ] [Washington , 
D . C . , ( 6 38 ) , 8 2 3 : 1 . ] 

1006 6 . While b oiling black cat at a three- pronged road , a rooster comes out 
o f  the steam,  crows , an ' then the devil ap� ears . [For rooster at forks o f  road , 
see also No . l0052 . ] [ R ichmond , Va . , r�sume , 3 05 : 1 . ] 

1006 7 .  Tell me dey go down i n  d e  graveyard ' b out twelve a ' clock in de night 
an '  carry dat b lack cat out dere . An '  have mah watah boilin ' at twelve a ' clock , 

IN THE GRAVEYARD - WITH POT OF WATER BOILING 
AT MIDNIGHT - THROW INTO IT AL IVE A BLACK CAT 
AFTER FLESH FALLS FROM BONE S - DROP THEM INTO 
RUNNING WATER - BONE COMING TO TOP IS LUCKY BONE 

an ' j is '  at twelve a ' clock 
throw dat cat , dat black cat , 
in dat boilin ' watah alive . 
Throw ' im in dere ' live an ' 
let ' em boil  t ill all de meat 

care [ carry ] de b ones tuh a runnin ' stream an ' 
comes tuh de top , pick dat up an '  tote on ' em.  
renee , S .  Car . , (1284) , 218 1 : 9 . ] 

come o f f  all de bones . An ' 
put ' em in dere . An '  de b one dat 

Dat b r ing a person luck . [ Flo-

10068 . Yo ' kin go tuh a graveyard . Gi t chew a black cat an ' go tuh a grave-
yard an ' stay out dere t i ll twelve ' clock in de ni ght . An ' b o il dat black cat 

IN GRAVEYARD AT MIDNIGHT BOIL BLACK CAT 
AFTER CAT I S  THOROUGHLY DONE - RUN TO STREAM 

POUR POT INTO WATER - BONE GOING UP STREAM IS  LUCKY 

in de graveyard . An '  a ftah 
yo ' b o il ' im good an ' hot , 
why run tuh a li ' l  stream 
an ' po ' ' im in de stream ; 
an ' de b one dat comes up de 

stream ,  git dat an ' dat ' s  good luck . [ S t .  Petersburg , Fla . , (994) , 1606 : 9 . ] 
10069 . Kill a black cat an ' take him away out in de graveyard , build a fire 

an ' stew him down an ' git ' is bones - out de lef '  hind laig . An ' wrap dat up an ' 

KILL BLACK CAT - STEW HIM DOWN IN THE GRAVEYARD 
TAKE LEFT HIND LEG - WRAP UP - HOLDS WOMAN ' S  MAN 

dat ' s  what de ' call de black 
cat b one . An '  dat makes yuh 
husb an ' or yuh b oy friend -
j is ' , he ' s  right wit chah . 

Nobody kin git ' im.  [Evidently a woman mus t  manage this rite , though I never 
heard o f  a woman attemp ting the or deal .  In theor y  the pers on who wants a black 
cat b one mus t ob tain it hims elf , but I am certain a hoodoo pers on or shop could 
arrange the bus iness . ]  [ Jacks onville , Fla . , (550) , 689 : 11 . ] 

1007 0 .  You take a black cat and you kill it and pass wi th it through the 
graveyard . 

(You pass it through the graveyard? ) 
Through the graveyard . 
(How do you do that? ) 
Jus t like you go by a graveyard , when you ' d have it ; see , you is pas s ing 
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through the graveyard when you i s  go ing t o  a p lace f o r  a j ob ,  and you p a s s  i t  
[ cat ] through there [ graveyard ] when y o u  g o  there [ for j ob ] . And j ust  like you 

KILL BLACK CAT - CARRY HI S BODY THROUGH GRAVEYARD 
ON WAY TO SEEK JOB - LEAVE DEAD CAT OUTSIDE ON 
REACHING OFFICE OF BO S S  - INSIDE ON FLOOR LET 
FALL A FEW DROPS OF CAT BLOOD SAVED - BURY CAT AT 
MIDNIGHT UNDER STEPS OF HOUSE WHERE BOSS LIVES 

got  to go up to the off ice , 
right at  his o f f ice , and 
you ' d  have some o f  that blood 
in a p iece of p ap e r , wh ich 
you may call a l ittle  can . 
[ The dead cat is  not carried 
into o f f ice . ] Well , you drop 

that b lood on the [ o ffice ] floor and you bury that cat right at his steps [ s teps 
of his hous e ] overnight , what you may call " overnight" [ is ]  at midnight . He ' d  b e  
looking for you to give you a j ob .  

(Just through that cat . )  
[ Informant having t old s t ory before 

check veracity . He is marked "ng" but 
(Now , what do you do? You take and 

ands ] a b lack cat , don ' t you? ) 

recording b egan , I now star t  quest ions to 
here his tale held t ogether . ]  
catch [ I  am unknowingly us ing informant ' s  

Yes , you ain ' t  got to have no white one or b rown one .  
(Then you kill it . Then you carry him to the graveyard? )  
Yes . 
(Then you go and bury this cat under the b os s ' s  steps ? )  
Under his s t ep s . 
(That ' s  all you have t o  do? ) 
That ' s  all you have to do t o  him.  
(To get a j ob ? ) 
Yes , you get a j ob .  
( I  thought you s a id s omething about cutt ing the hair o f f  the eat ' s  tail for 

something? ) 
You cut the end , the end o f  his t a i l  o f f  - j ust l ike you see , the little t ip 

end o f  his tail? 
(Yes . )  
Well , you would cut that o f f , and you would keep that with you . 
(Oh ! You keep that part . )  
Keep that part with you . And the other , you bury it like that . 
(I see , at the bottom of the s t ep . )  

At his step , and nobody can knoak you from get t ing a j ob .  [New Orleans , La . , 
(833) , 1253 : 4 . ] 

10071 . Yo ' [ some enemy ] kin take yore track an ' a black eat ' s  bone an ' pury 
it in de cemetery ,  an ' in about nine or ten days - about a week latah - yo ' ll 

suffer . Yo ' will have dis 
lOOT TRACK AND BLACK CAT BONE BURIED IN GRAVEYARD same cat , o f  yore own , in

s ide of yo ' , if  yo ' don ' t 
try to git shet of ' em. [ Fayetteville , N .  Car . , (1402) , 2524 : 4 . ] 

1BE USUAL SUCKING-BONES RITE - EXCEPT RIGHT BONE 
BUlBS MOUTH - KEEP IT IN MINK-SKIN BAG WITH GARLIC 
SALT - SUGAR - RED DIRT - AND BEFORE SHOOTING DICE 
SAY : IF AH COULD WIN AH 'M GOIN ' WIN AN ' IF AH 
EL':.� TUH WIN AH 'M TRUSTIN ' YO ' [ 7  BOOK OF MOSES ] 

1 007 2 .  (After you have boil
ed this b lack cat , you take 
these b ones and limbs . Then 
what do you do with those 
b ones ? )  [I am summariz ing 
what informant had said be
f o r e  I �urned on machine . ] 
Yo ' has tub suck evah one 
o f  ' em , evah one tub git tub 

4e rigbt one . When yo ' git tub de right one , it ' s  a short j ' int bone , somep in 
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lak dat [demonstrates ] .  When yo ' gi t tuh dat , i t  ga in ' b urn yore mouth . When 
yo ' burn yore mouth , yo ' take it an ' yo ' force it roun '  - put it in a sack an ' 
reseal [ seal ] i t  up wit s ome garlic an ' sal t an ' some sugah an ' some red dirt 
[ reddish clay unless one buys a special red dirt somewhere ; in any case it is a 
sub s titute for blood ] . An ' i f  yo ' gain ' play dice wit dat or any kinda game , 
dere ' s two wo rds yo ' say out de Seven Book of Moses : If ah couZd win3 ah 'm gain ' 
win; an '  if ah happen tuh win3 ah 'm trus tin ' yo ' .  [Whether this is  from Seventh 
Book of Moses , I do not know . ] 

(What kind o f  a sack do you put that in did you say? ) 
In a mink skin ! 
[Af ter informant leaves room , I say to machine : End of 1 604 . I think this 

fe Z Zow was a Ziar . Liar is a little s trong , but I did concentrate upon every 
word said . That I did not b elieve everything is shown by the sec tion on made
up material in this present volume . ] [Algiers , La . • ( 1604) , 303 0 : 7 . ] 

BLACK CAT BONE IN GAMBLING - PAS S THROUGH MOUTH 
100 7 3 . Ah heard dey take a 
black cat bone , aftah dey done 
kill de black cat , an ' take it 

an ' put it in dere mouth . Pas s it 
in dere pocket an ' go in tuh win . 

(That is for luck in gambling? ) 

dere a couple o f  times , an ' den set [ i t ]  back 

Yeah . [New Orleans , La . • ( 1 5 58 ) , 2 8 38 : 6 . ] 
10074 . They says yo ' kin go to a four-fork road - you ' ve seen them - for nine 

mornings after you suck this black eat ' s bone . Suck the morrow [marrow]  o f  i t , 

SUCK MARROW FROM BLACK CAT BONE 
THEN VISIT FOUR-FORKED ROAD 9 MORNINGS 

then you be lucky and do whatever you 
want to do . [The marrow is  swallowed . 
You evidently visit the crossroad to 
receive the devil ' s  left-handed bless-

ing . ] [Deal I sland , Md .  • (109) , 2 5 : 1 .  This cylinder reference was also given 
fo r margin title POWER FROM BROTHER' S  SKULL , v . l ,  p . 283 , in formant ' s  numb er here , 
a day later , being 1 2 5 .  Numb ers o f  cylinders and info rmants were for collector ' s  
conveience only . ] 

100 7 5 .  I heard yeh had to kill a black cat . A certain bone yeh had to gi t .  
I think the s tory went yeh had t o  suck that bone . And then you had t o  go t o  a 

SUCK MARROW FROM YOUR BLACK CAT BONE 
THEN VI SIT THREE-PRONG ROAD OR CROSSROAD 

7 MORNINGS BEFORE DAY TO MEET DEVIL 
YOU COULD DO ANYTHING YOU WANTED 7 YEARS 

three-prong road , a cro s s road - [ dem
ons trates ] a prong this way , and a 
prong that way , and a prong this way 
s even mo rnings before day , and yeh 
supposed tuh meet the devil there . 
That ' s people that is  trying to git 

over for to do anything they want to do . And he [ devil ] was suppo sed to meet 
yeh at a certain time . And yeh meet s ompin o ther dere dat was supposed tuh be  
the devil himsel f . And he  was to set j eh free [ to do  anything ] .  And then you 
could do anything , have any kind of luck you wanted for seven years . [Deal 
I sland , Md . ,  (110) , 2 5 : 2 . ] 

100 7 6 . Yo ' put chew a p o t  o f  watah on 
a all-black cat , an '  put ' im in de pot o f  

an ' boil i t . An ' ketch a black cat , 
boilin ' watah an ' put ' im in dere 

CATCH BLACK CAT - BOIL ALIVE AND TO PIECES 
LUCKY BONE WILL RI SE TO TOP - ALL OTHERS 
SINK TO BOTTOM - SUCK BONE - LET IT DRY 
CARRY - YOU CAN DO ANYTHING - EVEN DI SAPPEAR 

' live . Boil ' im until - boil 
' im tuh pieces , An ' de  lucky 
b one will come on top . An ' dis 
b one dat come on top , yo ' take 
dis bone out an ' suck de bone 
[ suck out marrow? ] an ' den lay 

it up an ' let i t  dry .  An ' carry i t  i n  yore pocket an ' yo ' ll b e  lucky enough 
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tub gi t any thin' yo' want or do any thin' yo' wanta do . Yo' kin even disapp eah . 
(Why did you suck i t ? ) 
Jis' suck de bone aftah it  comes tub de top . 

bone , yo' see , aftah de cat boils , de meat boils 
come to de top , an' al l de res t a  de cat'll go tub 

(You don't suck it at any particular place? ) 

De only way yuh'll know dat 
off de cat an' dis bone will 

de bot tom. 

No , yo' j is' put it  in yuh mouth an' suck it . An' aftah yo' suck it , den yo' 
lay it out on any thin' an' let it dry out . [Fayetteville , N. Car . , ( 1390) , 
2 4 91 : 11 . ] 

10077 . Yo' gi t a b lack cat without any whi t e  spo ts an' t ake dat cat an' a 
pot - ke tches dat cat an' puts 'im in a pot of ho t boilin' watah an' boils dat 

SUCK EACH CAT BONE AS YOU TAKE IT FROM THE POT 
BLACK CAT BONE WILL BE ONE GOING UPSTREAM 

cat . An '  yo' boils him until  
all  de meat comes o f fa his  
bones . Den yo' takes dat  cat 
out of de pot an' yo' goes tub 

a runnin' s t ream o f  watah - j i s' let it be a li'le smal l st ream - an' yo' suck 
each one o f  de bones [on b ank of s t ream ]  unt il yo' come tub de bone . An' throws 
' em all [ into s tream ]  unt il yo' come tub ae one dat go es up de str eam. An' de 
one dat goes up de str eam dat's de lucky one i f  yo' kin git i t . An '  yo' takes 
dat an' keep s dat one . [Faye t t eville , N .  Car . , ( 1 4 20) , 256 0 : 7 . ] 

10078 . Well , yo' ke tch a cat - a b l ack cat - an' yo' take 'im tub a runnin' 
stream somewhere o f f  in some desolated place , an' yo' build yuh a fiah an' yo' 

CATCH A BLACK CAT - TAKE IT TO RUNNING WATER IN 
D�SOLATED PLACE - BUILD FIRE - HEAT WATER - BOIL 
CAT ALIVE - AFTER FLESH FALLS OFF - BAG BONE S 
EMPTY INTO RUNNING WATER - SIT THERE - ALL BONES 
�LL FLOAT DOWNSTREAM - SOON ONE BONE WILL STOP 
TURN ROUND - COME BACK AGAINST CURRENT TO YOU 
THIS I S  THE LUCKY BONE - BY SUCKING IT - WI SHING 
HOLDING IT IN YOUR POCKET - YOU CAN DO OR HAVE 
ANYTHING YOU WANT - EVEN MAKE YOURSELF INVI SIBLE 

heat watah an' yo' boil  dis 
cat . Yo' boil all de bones 
o f f  dis cat . An '  aftah dis 
cat bo iled an' all de meat 
fall off 'is bones , den yo' 
take dese b ones an' yo' put 
dese bones in a b ag ,  an' po' 
dese bones in dis s t ream o f  
runnin' watah . An '  den yo' 
sit dere . Dey say dat sev'r al 
things supposed tub happ en 

while yo' doin' dis . [Var ious horrib le apparit ions will appear trying to fright
en you . ] An ' all dese bones will go downs tream in swi ft watah , an' dis  one bone 
come back up against  de s t ream ,  dat's de b one yo' gi t .  Den yo' gi t dat bone an' 
yo ' carry dat bone . Yo' carry dat b one diff'ren' places . Yo' suck it in yuh 
.outh when yo' wanta do things , an' car ry it in yore pocke t in yuh han' . Dat 
bone supposed tub do sev'ral things ; sech make a man invi sib le or any o thah 
things dat yo' wanta do . [Faye t t eville , N .  Car . , ( 1393) , 2504 : 4 . ] 

1007 9 .  Yo' kin gi t a black cat an' boil it  an' s t an' b efo' a mirror in a 
dark room an' run dem bones across de mouth an' de one dat ' s  de natur al bone , 

IDH BONES THROUGH MOUTH BEFORE MI RROR IN DARK ROOM 
why i t  will be a whole lat
ta dif frent sigh t s  dat will 
appeah b e fo' yo' . [Here is 

a tricky one : if you can see into mirror in a dark room , you do no t ne ed a black 
cat bone ! Prob ab ly my informant means you will see all the horrors including the 
devil . you mi ssed , had you gone to a cro ssroads . ]  [Memphis , Tenn . , ( 13 29a) . 
2734 : 12 . ] 

10080 . Boil black cat , when cool suck bones . On reaching lucky bone you ' ll 
so b l ind [ t emporarily ] .  [The word mi�ror ,may have dropp ed out of this rite . ] 
[Kevpor t News , Va . , info rmant from ; resume , b y  Ediphone at Old Po int eo.fort . Va .] 

10081 .  Boi l  black cat , horse wi thout a head , etc . , appear s ; bold booes in 
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front o f  new mirror , at  right bone you go bl ind - see no thing in the mirror . 

NEW MIRROR 
[ This i s  a rare r i t e  becaus e a new mirror i s  required . At the 
moment I can think of only one other rite , the remarkable new magia 
mirror in No . 7 211 , p . 3206 , v . 4 . ] [Petersburg , Va . ,  second trip , 

r�sum� , 4 21 : 4 . ] 
10082 . [ I  heard o f ] people us ing a cat . 
(All right , how do they us e tha t ? ) 
Well , yo ' git a real black cat . Oat ' s  now in regard i f  yo ' want s  tuh hurt 

s omeone , yo ' undahs tan ' . Ah ' ve heard yuh git  a real black cat , an ' yo ' heat 

IF YOU DI SAPP EAR WHILE SUCKING BLACK CAT BONES 
BEFORE MIRROR - YOU HAVE FOUND THE LUCKY BONE 

yuh some watah . Yo ' git de 
watah real ho t an ' yo ' put de 
cat in dere alive . Yo ' put a 
lid on t apa de pot  an ' j is '  drop 

de cat in dere alive . An ' aftah he ' s  in dere alive , let ' im  b o il ' t il evah b one 
in ' im - ' t il it come all o f f  de meat , therly [ thoroughly ] done . An ' aftah yo ' 
boil ' im therly done , den yo ' take ' im out an ' yo ' suck evah bone in de cat ' t il 
yo ' git tuh de right bone . Whenevah yo ' git tuh de right bone , i t ' ll cuz yuh [ t o 
disappear ] by yo ' canno t see yuhs elf - yo ' can ' t see yuhs elf in a mirrah . Yo ' 
kin look in a mirrah an ' yo ' fail tuh see yuhs elf . 

(Then wha t do you do? ) 
Well , yo ' ve got de right bone , an ' yo ' kin do mas ' anything den yo ' want s  tuh .  

Yo ' ll accomplish mas ' anything yo ' want tuh accomplish . [Vicksburg , Mis s . ,  ( 7 7 3 ) ,  
1061 : 2 . ] 

10083 . [ Oat ' s ]  fa ' gamblin ' ,  fa ' luck . 
(I  never heard o f  that . ) 
Yo ' are supposed tuh take a cat - which de mans ovah de rivah [ IN ALGIERS ] -

through dem people , yo ' know . Go t s ome smar t people ovah dere , t o o . Dey take 
a cat  an ' dey go ahaid an ' boil dat cat . But i t  cos t plenty money . Ah wasn ' t  
nevah able tuh pay da t money . Dey charge me $ 400 but ah d idn ' t have dat much 
money tuh s tar t wi t .  An ' yo ' supposed tuh do anything af tah yo ' do dat . But 
yo ' s ell yuhs elf tuh de devil . 

(I  see . ) 
Ah know one fellah - one or two fellahs - ah know puson ' ly ,  he don ' have a 

dime now , an ' in de nigh t [ overnight ] he ga in ' tuh have fa ' or f ive hunderd dol
lahs . An ' how he gi t s  it , ah don ' know . But it  mus t be  nat chly true , ah think . 
Oat ' s  far [ a s  I know] but ah bel ieve i t . Ah bel ieve it ' s  true but ah nevah had 
it done tuh me . 

But wha t he said he did . He goe s in all gamblin '  rooms an ' win money all de 
t ime . 

(I  see . ) 
Well , yo ' ket ch dese big games lak de lumbah [ ? ] camp s an ' all dat . Yo ' in 

gang . Oat ' s  how he go t t o  de road [ go t  in bus ines s ] . 
So , he is supposed tuh take a cat an ' put ' im in a ho t ke t t le a watah . Sup

posed tuh covah ' im up so he said . An ' aftah de cat come in de boilin ' -ho t wa tah 
an ' he dies - yo ' know , in dat ho t watah he is s t ill alive . Yo ' take dat black 
cat an ' den aftah he be ' s  in dere , de man takes evah bone an ' s tand in front o f  
a mirah , lak yuhs elf s tand ovah here . [Was there a mirror i n  the int erviewing 
room? ] He pas ses evah bone through ' is mouth-lak . Not j is '  op en ' is mouth -
pas s i t  through , see . An ' den when he gits  de right bone , which is supposed 
tuh be lak da t bone , he di sappear in front o f  de glas s .  Well i t ' s  da t bone he 
has . Oa t ' s  wha t he is s upp o s ed tuh do [ t o disapp ear . ]  

( I  see . ) [New Orleans , La . , ( 7 82 ) ,  1084 : 4 . ] 
10084 . Oat black cat bone - well , yo ' ke t ch a real black cat , see . All right . 
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Aftah yo ' ketch d a t  cat - h e  have tuh b e  alive , yo ' see , an ' yo ' take ' im an ' put 
' im  in boilin ' watah .  Put ' im in a  b i g  ole pot , chew know , an ' boil ' im .  An '  
when yo ' done boil ' im  down , well den yo ' pick de bones , an ' den yo ' have tuh 
have a lookin ' -glas s an ' fin ' de right bone . Den , when yo ' hit de right b one an ' 
yo ' git de right b one , dat glass gits smokey an ' yo ' cain ' t see yo ' self in dat 
glass . Well , den dat ' ll be de b one dat yo ' mus t git . 

(When you p i ck these b ones - do you do anything to them when you p ick these  
bones?  What do you do with the  bones when you pick them? ) 

Well , when yo ' b e  pickin ' ' em ,  yo ' j es '  continue pickin ' de b ones an ' lookin ' 
in d e  glas s , don ' t chew undahs tan ' . 

(You are j us t  picking up the b ones ? ) 
Yes , lookin ' tuh see whut kind a b one yo ' mus t git , an ' den when yo ' git de 

right b one , well , den de glas s - yo ' cain ' t see yo ' self in de glas s any mo ' .  
[Algiers , La . , (1575) , 2898 : 3 . ] 

1008 5 .  Dat black c a t  - takin ' de b lack cat , pure b lack , n o  whit e  spot , no 
nuthin , an ' puttin ' ' im in a pot  of watah alive an ' boilin ' ' im .  Aftah he is 
boiled , tuh find d e  right b one , yo ' mus t take a lookin ' -gla s s  an ' passin '  each 
bone through de mouth . When yuh git tuh d e  right bone , yuh don ' see yuhs elf in 
de glass at all . Well , dat ' s de b one dat chew use in yuh pocke t . An '  whensom
evah yo ' us e dat b one in yore pocke t , yuh walks intuh any place - yo ' may b e  
comin ' up along d e  street an ' ah see yo ' comin ' , an ' befo ' yo ' g i t  tuh me yuh ' ll 
disappeah an ' ah don ' see yuh . See . Yo ' done git invisible wit de b l ack cat 
bone . But it ' s  only one certain b one dat it  kin b e  done wit . [New Or leans , 
L a . , (1560) , 2853 : 10 . ] 

10086 . Yo ' go tuh work an ' take a b lack cat 
yo ' takes ' im an ' yo ' puts ' im in a washpot an ' 

wit no spots  on ' im atall . An ' 
fill it  up [wi th wat er ] . Yo ' 

don ' fill it clean up , j is '  
let  it  [ f ill ] so ' s  [ so his ] 
haid kin b e  stickin ' up 

CAT MUST BE BOILED TO DEATH - NOT ALLOWED TO DROWN 
WITH LUCKY BONE IN MOUTH YOU DI SAPPEAR FROM MIRROR 

[ out of water ] so he won ' t 
drown befo ' he git chance tuh burn or anythin ' .  An '  yo ' j is '  make a fiah an ' put 
de lid on it [ pot ] so he can ' t git out . Make a fiah an ' boil ' im  right dere 
until all de meat come off ' i s bones . Den yo ' take dem b ones den an ' put ' em 
in a sack . An '  carry ' em an ' go tuh where de watah is runnin ' ,  an ' j is '  po ' 
evah one dem b ones in dere . An '  dere ' ll b e  one bone out dere dat ' ll float up 
de stream .  All de r e s t  of  ' em goin ' down de stream ,  de way d e  watah runnin ' .  
An '  de one dat come up de s tream ,  yo ' gits dat one . Take dat one an ' yo ' kin 
dry it out fo ' yo ' ownself . Yo ' walk up b efo ' de glass dere an ' yo ' put it in 
yuh mouth an ' yo ' cain ' t see yo ' ownself . An ' yo ' kin go anywhere dat yo ' wanta 
go an ' put dat b one in yore mouth , why dey cain ' t see yuh . [ Fayetteville , N .  
Car . , (14 50) , 2 6 31 : 6 . ] 

10087 . (You get the black cat and you b oil him , you say? ) 
Yes , boil ' im  alive . An '  den yo ' have a glas s [ a  mirror ] .  Dey tell me dey 

eave it in front-a yuh hand [ holding mirror ] dat way an ' evah bone dat is put 

AFTER YOU BOIL A BLACK CAT - HOLD EACH BONE 
D FRONT OF A MIRROR - WHEN THE BONE D ISAPPEARS 

OR SHADE S THE MIRROR YOU HAVE THE LUCKY BONE 

in yuh mouth , if it wasn ' t de 
right b one , why yo ' would see 
yuh face [ thi s is putting 
things backwards ! ]  an ' den 
when yo ' git tuh de right bone , 

� bone ' ll b e  so s trong i t  would shade [ p ull a shade down over ] de glas s . Yo ' 
c:adn' t even see . 
(990) , 159 7 : 2 . ]  

An ' dey say dat would b e  de right b one . [ S t . Petersbur g ,  Fla . , 

10088 . You get a real b lack cat , j e t b lack , and throw him in a pot of hot 
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water and let him s tay there until  the b ones all come to pieces . You take all 

BOIL A LIVE BLACK CAT - AFTER BONES DRY 
DRAG EACH ONE ACRO S S  YOUR OPEN MOUTH 
UNTIL YOU BECOME BLIND - THE LUCKY BONE 

the b ones out then and put them in 
your mouth , one at a t ime , and when 
you s trike that b one , the lucky b one , 
you ' ll b ecome b lind . Then you have 
s truck the right b one . You carry that 

for luck . [ This is a tr i cky rite ! After I draw each b one through my lips and 
s t ill see , what happens then? Are s ome b lack cats wi thout lucky b ones ? Am I 
sup posed to cont inue in rotat ion or haphazardly redrawing the b ones through my 
lips  ad infini tum? I s  this  merely a folk trick? A prac t i cal j oke? ] [Hamp ton , 
Va . , Old Point Comfort ,  Ediphone cyl . 30 . ] 

1008 9 .  De b lack cat b one , ah ' ve always heard dat wus good . Ketch a b lack 
cat about midnight in de night an ' throw ' im in a hot pot o f  boilin '  watah . An '  

BLACK CAT BONES YOU TEST IN MOUTH AT MIRROR 
MUST COME FROM CAT YOU CAUGHT AT MIDNIGHT 

yo ' g i t  b e fo ' a mirrah an ' yo ' b e
g in f i t t in '  de b ones ' cro s s  yore 
mouth whi l s t  lookin ' in de mirrah ; 
an '  when yo ' g i t  tuh de right b one , 

den yo ' vanish - yo ' cain ' t see yo ' self  in de mirrah . Dat ' s  de way ah ' ve heard 

STAND BEFORE MIRROR RUBBING BONE ON FACE 
IF  IT I S  THE LUCKY BONE - YOU DI SAPPEAR 

i t .  [Memphis , Tenn . , (1553) , 2 8 2 6 : 3 . ] 
1009 0 .  See , j i s '  lak dis b lack cat 
b one - yo ' kin disappeah . 
(How do you do that ? )  

Well , dey tell me yo ' kin take dat 
b lack cat b one an ' yo ' keep again ' 

t ill yo ' git de right b one ; an ' when yo ' git de right b one , yo ' rub yore face on 
it  an ' look in de glas s [mirror ] an ' can ' t s ee yuhsel f , yo ' disappear . Can ' t  no  
one else s ee yo ' . [ S t .  Petersburg , Fla . , ( 1044 ) , 1 6 94 : 9 . ] 

1009 1 .  That fer s t ealin ' als o . Yo ' take a b lack cat with no t ta white spot 
on i t . Yo ' unders tand what I mean . Yo ' take this b lack cat an ' yo ' have a hot 

BOIL A BLACK CAT TO PIECES - POUR OFF WATER 
DASH BONES INTO COLD WATER - BEFORE A MIRROR 
RUN EACH BONE BETWEEN YOUR TEETH UNTIL YOU 

b o i l in '  pot of water . Yo ' put 
this b lack cat in there . Cover 
h im up , and let him cook all to 
p ieces . After he cooks all to 

DI SAPPEAR - THI S  IS LUCKY BONE - ALL IS YOURS p ieces , then you take him out 
and pour that water o f f  of it . 

Dash them b ones in some cold water and take a looking glas s , and put that stuff 
b e fore this looking glas s . And take ev ' y  b one and pass i t  b etween yore teeth 
and look in this glas s .  An ' the b one that yo ' pass b e tween your teeth and yo ' 
can ' t s ee yourself in this glas s , that ' s  the right b one . Yo ' can tote that b one 
and do anything you wan ta .  [New Orleans , La . , ( 8 50) , 1317 : 2 . ] 

1009 2 . Dey ketch a b lack cat wi th not a spot on ' im  an ' put it in a p o t , put 
' im in a pot ' live an ' b o il ' im till all de meat , yo ' know , drop o f f  de b ones . 

An '  den dey go to a runnin ' 
BOIL LIVE BLACK CAT - BONES INTO RUNNING WATER s tream , a swi ft runnin ' s tream 
BONE UPSTREAM AND BACK - IN MOUTH TO DI SAPPEAR o f  water , an ' dey say dey chunk 
YOU CAN WALK UNSEEN INTO ANY BANK AND ROB IT  dem - p i t ch do se b ones [ into the 

water ] . An '  dey say de one , yo ' 
know , dat comes back down de s tream - not go up i t  - de one dat come b ack down de 
s tream ,  turns an ' .  comes back down de s tream or runs b ack agains t de water , say 
dat ' s  de one . Yo ' kin put it in yuh mouth an ' yo ' disappears . Say yo ' kin go 
[ uns een ] into banks [ and rob them ] . [Waycro s s , Ga . , ( 114 1) , 1 8 56 : 13 . ] 

1009 3 .  Put a b lack cat in b o i l ing water whil e he is alive and keep him there , 
and when the meat comes o f f , you take the b ones and s tand before a mirror . And 
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put them b ones through your lip s , yes , one at a time , and when you can ' t see your-

BO IL LIVE BLACK CAT - BEFORE MIRROR RUN BONES 
THROUGH YOUR LIP S UNTIL YOU DI SAPPEAR - IF WHILE 
GAMBLING YOU ARE LOSING AND WANT TO LEAVE - PASS 
BONE THROUGH LIP S - YOU DI SAPPEAR AND GO UNSEEN 

b one through your lips , suck it , out you go and 

self in the mirror ,  that is the 
right one , the black cat lucky 
b one . All b lack cats have it . 
I f  you are gamb ling or anything 
and l o s ing and want to leave , 
if you run a b lack cat lucky 

they can ' t see you . [New Yo rk 
City , ( 5 ) , by E diphone . ]  

10094 . Cats?  Dey took one 
ho t b o ilin ' watah , an ' af tah -

o f  ' em an ' throwed ' em on de inside o f  a pot  o f  
a h  mean , aftah d i s  c a t  done boiled tuh pieces , 

2 BONES WILL SWIM TO TOP OF BLACK CAT POT 
RI GHT BONE MAKES YOU VANI SH FROM A MIRROR 

yo ' undahs tan ' , dere ' ll b e  two b ones 
whut swims upon de top of de watah . 
Yo ' see , in de po t .  Well , now yo ' 
take dose two b ones an ' yo ' carries 

d em  befo ' de mirrah , an ' yo ' looks intuh de mirrah . An ' de one derein dat chew 
could see yuhs elf in de glas s , well dat , it no t de b one . But de one where yo ' 
canno t see yuhself intuh de glas s , dat will b e  de one yuh want . Yo ' cannot see 
yuhsel f .  Well , all right , [ that is ] s ellin ' yuhself [ to the devil ] .  [ C ould 
there b e  concealed here a fo rgo t ten eateh or trap ? Originally did you have the 
cho ice of either b one ? I f  you failed with the first one , you had to s tart all 
over again , p o s s ib ly meaning ad infinitum. ] [ Charles ton , S .  Car . , ( 4 9 9 ) , 543 : 4 . ] 

AFTER YOU HAVE FOUND LUCKY BONE BY DI SAPPEARING 
FROM MIRROR - PUT CROSS MARK ON IT - WRAP IN RED 
FLANNEL - SELLING BONE NOT PART OF ORIGINAL RITES 

10095 . Dey take d e  cat an ' 
boil i t  till all de b ones 
come apart , an ' yo ' take an ' 
git  dat lil ' b one . An '  yo ' 
take an ' cro s s  it an ' wrap 

it up in flannel .  An ' dey take 
evah dey got intuh • • •  

dat b one an ' s ell it tuh someb o dy , an ' whatsom-

[Here I turn o f f  mach ine not expecting much , then s tart it  again . ] 
(You say the person who buys this bone puts it in a red flannel b ag .  Then 

vbat do they do? ) 
He takes it an ' - lak if d e  law gits aftah dem or sompin lak dat , he takes dat 

bone an ' gits befo ' a mirror ; an ' rub s  it cro s s  his teeth an ' goes on o f f  ' bout 
his business . An '  walk all roun ' de law an ' dey don ' seem tuh know ' im or don ' 
bothah ' em [ him ] . [ Fayet teville , N .  Car . , (1414 ) , 2 545 : 1 2 . ] 

1009 6 .  I heard one fellow tell that too . As near as I can re call what he 
said . You take a b lack cat at twelve o ' clo ck at night , boil the cat in ho t water 

�GBT - BOIL BLACK CAT - FIRST BONE TO FLOAT 
SA! INCANTATION - KEEP BONE IN MOUTH CERTAIN 
LE8GTB OF TIME - TIE STRING ABOUT BONE - TIE 
ABOUT HECK - KEEP HIDDEN - HAVE SOLD SELF TO 
DEVIL - WORK MI RACLES - WI SHE S - GAMBLING LUCK 

until the flesh is bo iled away 
from the b ones . The firs t b one 
that floats up to the top of 
the water , you say certain 
wo rds - I don ' t remember the 
word s . You tie  a s tring t o  the 
b one and keep the bone in your 

�h a certain length o f  time . Then tie that s tring around your neck with the 
� banging to i t .  That puts the pe rson in the power o f  what they ca11 • • •  in 
�r wo rds he sells himsel f to the devil . He can wo rk wonderful miracles . Be 
caa do anything he wishe s . I t  gives luck in gambling , too . [ Fredericksbura. 
Ya. . by Ediphone , 6 2 . ] 

10097 . Now , ef ah wanted tuh s ell mahs elf tuh de devil , so  ah kin be a hoodoo 
.a• do all kinds o f  trieks , ah would go tuh de fo ' ks of de road at twelve 1 cloek 
� night - on a S at ' day night . An ' dere [ at forks ] ah ' d  stay an ' learn dese 
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TO SELL SELF TO DEVIL - BE A HOODOO - DO • • •  TRICKS 
GET BLACK CAT BONE - GO TO FORKS O F  ROAD MIDNIGHT 
SATURDAY NIGHT - BO IL CAT - TAKE BONES - PAS S THEM 
THROUGH MOUTH BE FORE MIRROR UNTIL GLAS S TURNS DARK 
AH ' D DO WHUT DAT BONE TELL ME. , , AH KIN DO ANYTHIN ' 

An ' ah ' d  do whut dat bone tell me to . An ' ah kin do 
go anywhere ah wanta go . 

triaks an ' git a b Zaak aat 
bone . Boil de black cat 
chew undahstan ' ,  an ' g it 
' i s bone . An ' when ah s ee 
dat bone through a looking 
gla s s  until ah turns dark , 
ah git dat bone in dere . 
anythin ' ah wanta do , an ' 

(What do you mean about turning dark in the glas s ? ) 
When yo ' see yuh got a certain bone an ' yo ' pull i t  thr ough yore mouth , dat 

glass turn dahk , yo ' undahstan ' .  Make s ' im know dat he ' s  got de ri ght bone . 
(Makes what turn dark , the man? ) 
De glass will turn dahk ( everything di sappears ! ] .  ( MObile , Ala . , ( 6 6 7 ) , 

8 7 8 : 6 . ] 
10098 . All ri ght , yo ' ketch a black cat an ' yo ' 

watah , an ' yo ' - till dat flesh cook o f f  ' im.  Cook 
put ' im in a boi lin ' pot a 
' im while he alive . Git 
chew a lookin ' glass  an ' 

AFTER BO ILING LIVE BLACK CAT TAKE BONES AND MIRROR 
TO RUNNING WATER - PAS S BONES THROUGH LIPS - YOU 
WILL D I SAPPEAR FROM GLASS ON REACHING RIGHT BONE 

all dem bones , an ' go tuh a 
runnin ' s tream a watah . An '  
put all dem bones cross  yuh 
mouth , an ' de bone yo ' fail 

tuh see in dat glass - lak yo ' lookin ' at me - dat ' s  de bone yo ' keep . Well , yo ' 
take dat bone an ' yo ' suppo sed tuh go - ah supposed tuh take dat bone an ' come 
in here , an ' do anything ah wanta an ' yo ' couldn ' t  see me . Yo ' see , yo ' can ' t 
see me . I t  a spirit , spirituali st , yo ' see . Yo ' can ' t see me long as  ah got 
dat bone in mah mouth. 

(But you have to go down to running water? )  
Runnin ' watah . 
(And hold that glass in front o f  you? ) 

Yes , sir . An ' yo ' see , an ' throw dem bones - float all dem bones in dat run
nin ' watah . An '  yo ' throw dem bones in dere an ' de one dat float back tuh yuh , 
yo ' git dat . An ' den yo ' take it an ' put it in yore mouth , an ' look in de glas s ; 
an ' i f  yo ' can ' t s ee yuhself ,  dat ' s de b one . 

( I  see . That ' s  checking up , in the lo oking glass . )  ( Vi cksburg , Mis s . , ( 7 25) , 
99 4 : 2 . ] 

10099 . Dat black cat by de watah ' s  got tuh b e  at twelve ' clock at night . An ' 
if dey ain ' t good , dey can ' t stay dere . C ain ' t stay dere . Ain ' t no way fer yuh 

INFORMANT SAYS THROWING BLACK CAT BONES INTO 
RUNN ING WATER I S  A MI STAKE - LIFT BONES FROM 
POT AND WASH THEM OFF IN CLEAR WATER - LAY 
EACH BONE IN MOUTH - ONE BY ONE - ON REACHING 
RIGHT BONE • • •  GOIN ' TUH TURN YUH BLIND AS A BAT 

tuh stay dere . Yuh take dat 
black cat bone . Yuh take dat 
black cat an ' yuh boil all de 
meat o f f  ' i s bone . Dey says 
yuh goes tuh a runnin ' st ream 
o f  watah an ' put dat cat bones 
in dat place an ' do dat bus ines s.  

Well , ah believe dat ' s  a mi s take . Dat ' s mah belief . But chew take dat black cat 
bone an ' yo ' boil  dat black cat down , an ' when all de meat fall o f f  de bone , yo ' 
take dat black cat up ( from the pot ] an ' yo ' wash dem b ones o f f  wi t cleah watah . 
Aftah yuh wash dem bones o f f  in cleah watah , yuh take evah bone , evah bone dat 
was in de cat , an ' put ' em in yore mouth . An ' de right bone is gain ' tuh turn 
yuh blind as a b at ,  Dat ' s  de bone , 

(That ' s  the bone you us e , ) ( Jacksonville , Fla . , ( 5 9 2) , 7 63 : 7 . ] 
10100 . Now , dis  i s  not mah personal experience , Dey take a black cat down by 
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a s tream of  runnin ' watah an ' a pot , piece 
in dis pot full of watah . Aftah yo ' build 

of  glass  an ' so forth . An '  put de cat 
a fire an ' de watah b egin gittin ' warm, 

TAKE A BLACK CAT - POT - PIECE OF GLASS TO RUNNING 
WATER - BOIL THE CAT - LOOKING THROUGH THE GLAS S  
BITE MEAT OFF EACH BONE - WHEN YOU REACH RIGHT 
BONE GLASS WILL DISAP PEAR BEFORE YOUR EYES - THEN 
YOU DO SOMETHING ELSE UNKNOWN TO INFORMANT - WHICH 
PERMITS YOU TO SLIP OUT OF YOUR HIDE - THIS IS  
WHAT A WITCH DOES TO SLIP OUT OF HER SKIN - SUCH 
INVISIBILITY MEANS WHUT CHEW CALL • • •  WITCHCRAPT 

put dis cat in dere an ' have 
a top on i t .  Now , yo ' mus t 
ho l '  dis cat in a certain 
way an ' slip ' im  in dis pot , 
an ' g i t  dat lid  down b e fo ' 
he hollahs as yo ' do dat . 
An ' den l e t  ' im b o il den 
unt il he ' s  thoroughly [ done ] 
an ' de meat ab s olutely 
floatin ' aroun ' in de pot . 

Den yo ' take dat glas s an ' look through it 
mirror ] an ' j is '  take up each bone in dere 
until yo ' come tuh de right bone . An ' yo ' 
appeah from b e fo '  yuh . Then yo ' take • • • 

[ i t is a piece of  glass  and no t a 
an ' b i te it . Bite de meat o f fa it  
git dat  b one an ' d e  glass  will dis-

(Then you ge t the right bone . How do you know i t ' s  the right b one ? )  
Well , a t  d e  dis appearance o f  d e  glass . 
Den yo ' take dat b one an ' do certain articles wi t it . Ah don ' know j is '  

zac ' ly what dat is . An ' it will enab le yo ' tuh become in de knowledge of  how 
tub slip out of dere hide . [ I  turn off machine too s oon . ] 

(Whom do you s ay does thi s ?  Do the wi t che s do thi s ? ) 
Yes , den dey become de wi tch when dey b e come so dat dey kin slip outa dere 

hide . An '  yo ' can ' t ke tch ' em. Yo ' know what ah mean . 
(You can catch them? ) 
Yo ' know what ah mean . Lak i f  he ' d  kill somebody out dere . He come in de 

store an ' steal somep in o r  othah lak dat . Yo ' can ' t run ' im down an ' ke tch ' im.  
So law kin ke t ch ' im .  If dey ketch ' im an ' put ' im in j ail - dey locks ' im up 
in dere - an ' den walk down de s treet  an ' he ' s  standin ' as i de o f  ' im pattin ' ' im 
an de shouldah . Walk along an ' s ay "Hello" all dos e kinda things . Now dat ' s 
vhat chew call tuh mah knowledge wi tchcraft . [Washington , D . C . , ( 62la) , 7 9 4 : 3 . ] 

10101 . But you have tuh git a b one from a b lack cat . Well , yo ' take a black 
cat an ' yo ' have a pot wit a lid on i t . Air- tight [ i t ]  so dey can ' t kno ck it  

IF YOU ARE BOILING BLACK CAT IN POT WITH LID 
m KEEP ANIMAL IN - ALL SORTS OF WILD CREATURES 
.APPEAR - EVEN SNAKES - TRYING TO HARM YOU - BY 
EIDURING TEST - BONES WILL SEPARATE IN PILE 
DIAIN THEM - HOLD BONES LOOSELY IN HAND IN 
IDIBING WATER - ONE THAT TRIES TO GET AWAY AND 
BOPS AND FLOATS UP STREAM - THIS  IS LUCKY BONE 
KEEP JI)IST [PEED IT ] WITH HEARTS PERFUME - PUT 
� MOUTH TO BECOME INVISIBLE - THOUGH UNSEEN 
ftiJPLE CAN HEAR YOUR VOICE - KEEP MOUTH SHUT 

o f f .  But d e  proces s  dat chew 
go through in dat i s  tuh - all 
kinda evi l things come s tuh 
yuh . Yo ' takes dat cat an ' 
yo ' put ' im in dere alive an ' 
den yo ' shut dat lid back . I f  
yo ' kin stand i t , s tand all 
dos e diff ' ren ' things - snakes 
all kinda wild things comes up 
in fronta yo ' an ' tries tuh 
hahm yuh ; i f  yo ' kin stan '  dat 
an ' go through wi t it . An '  

� dat , aftah i t  boils out all de b one s an ' evahthing is sep ' rate dere , yo ' 
tate dat s tuff an ' yo ' drain i t  o f f . An ' yo ' take dos e b ones in s ome watah an '  
t.le dem in yuh han ' lak dat . G i t  tuh a s tream o f  watah wheah de watah is run
�· all de time an ' hole dos e b ones in it . An' de b one dat try tuh git away 
� yuh de mo s t , de one dat goes up de s tream, yo ' b e s t  go an ' gi t dat . 

(You j us t  hold these b ones in your open hand and it ' s  the one that tries to 
� a&ay from you . )  

Den yo ' take dat one dat is try in ' tuh gi t away f rom yuh . An ' take de sblple 
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bone , j is '  take i t  somewheah an ' dry i t  o f f , an ' j is '  keep i t  moisted with Hearts 
Perfume . An ' if  yo ' wan ' tuh keep dat b one - an ' if  yo ' wanta go any p lace an ' 
don ' wan ' anybody tuh see yuh , as invisible , yo ' put dat in yuh mouth . Y o ' gotta  
keep yuh mouth shut . An '  yo ' go in  dere an ' nob ody kin see  yuh , but dey kin heah 
yuh talk . [ S t . Petersburg , Fla . , ( 1025) , 1659 : 5 . ] 

1010 2 .  Yo ' take a live b lack cat an ' tie ' im ,  an ' put ' im intuh a large pot  
what have a covah - live . An '  yo ' boils  ' im alive . Yo ' kill ' em (by  boiling ] . 

Co ' se dat ' s  j is '  de same as goin ' tuh 
HOLD TESTING MIRROR BETWE EN YOUR LEGS de crossroads . When yo ' boil ' em ,  yo ' 

b o i l  ' im so ' s  [ so he ' s ] right o f f  de 
b ones - mea t  comes right o f f  de b one . Yo ' git a mirrah , yo ' know a small mirrah 
an ' yo ' put it right b etween yuh two laigs . An '  yo ' takes evah one of dem b ones , 
one by one , an ' pass it  through yuh teeth . An '  de one dat yo ' passes thr ough yuh 
teeth lak dat an ' yo ' cain ' t see yuhself , dat ' s  de one dat yo ' want . Dat de 
bone dat yo ' keep , see . Dat ' s fo ' yuh app earance an ' disapp earance . [ Charles ton, 
S .  Car . , (514 , Doator Glover) , 59 9 : 3 . ] 

10103 . Yo ' git chew a b lack cat an ' takes ' im - ah done done dat . Y o ' t akes 
yo ' a b l ack cat at twelve a ' clock in de night . Don ' chew kill ' im .  Let someone 
else do dat . [ This is rare . ] Let someone else kill ' im.  Don ' chew kill ' im,  
undahs tan ' , but dat chew g it ' im . An' take ' im twelve a ' clock in de night an ' 
put ' im on in some kinda ole p o t  or somep in an ' b oil ' im.  Aftah yo ' git ' im 
b oiled , den yo ' take ' im up . Dere ' s  5 2  b ones in ' im [ one b one for each card in 
a deck of playing cards ] .  An '  outa dem 52 dere ain ' t b ut three yo ' takes out . 

YOU GET BLACK CAT BUT LET SOMEONE ELSE KILL HIM 
AT MIDNI GHT - THEN YOU TAKE HIM OUT OF THE POT 
HE HAS 52 BONES - ONE FOR EACH CARD IN THE DECK 
BUT YOU SELECT ONLY 3 BONES - AN UNHOLY TRINI TY !  
BEGIN WITH ELBOW TO SHOULDER OF FRONT LEFT LEG 
SECOND BONE IS BACK LEFT LEG FROM KNEE TO ANKLE 
CHOOSE A LEFT RIB FOR THIRD BONE - FIRST BONE 
WRAP TWICE WI TH NEW BLACK THREAD - T I E  - SAY ING 
NO TRAMP ! NO TRAMP ! NO TRAMP! YOU ARE READY TO 
PROCEED AGAINST A TRESSPASSER IF YOU ARE A FARMER 
HOLD CAT BONE ON GROUND IN LE FT HAND - WI TH RI GHT 
HAND OVER HEART SAY : LORD, DE MOB ' HEA VENLY FATHAH 
DIS IS MAH UNDAHTAKIN ' , WHUT COME BEFO ' DE DEVIL 
DAT CHEW KIN TAKE IT OFF - TURN BONE ON GROUND 
AWAY FROM YOU - THE OTHER TWO BONES CAN BE USED 
THI S ELBOW BONE DAT '  S DE HIGHEST "JOMOO" DERE IS 

Yo ' take dis b one chere . 
[This man mus t have brought 
a aat wi th him! A b laak 
one? ] 
(You take the lef t . Front 
paw or the b ack one? ) 
De left front . 
[Demons tration continues . ]  
(From the elb ow up t o  the 
shoulder . )  
Yo ' takes dat now . An '  yo ' 
takes from ' is knee on de 
b ack - down . 
(From the knee down to the 
ankle . )  
Dat ' s  right . An '  takes 
out one o f  de rib s  - take 
out de lef t rib . Take hit 

out . An ' anybody troub lin ' yo ' lak yo ' a farmah , b othah yo ' wit chure s tuf f , 
well yo ' take dat an ' take dat lef ' rib an ' git chew a b lack spool o f  thread an ' 
tie  it . J is '  go roun ' dit twice an ' say lak dis : "No tramp ! No tramp ! No tramp . "  
An '  tie it . Yo ' done say whilst yuh turnin ' it yo ' undahs tan ' , turnin ' it  ' way 
from yuh . I t  don ' come tuh yuh no time , no sir . "No tramp ! No tramp ! No tramp ! "  
Now , ah ' m  f ixed [ ready to proceed ] . Put chure han ' down j is '  anywhere yo ' wanta 
lay it down , an ' put chure han ' up der e ,  say , "Lord , de mos t  Heavenly Father , dis 
is mah undahtakin ' .  Whut come b efo ' de devil , dat chew kin take it o f f . " Take 
dat same thing an ' turn it . Yo ' won ' have no mo ' troub le ,  no t a b i t . Git ' long 
j is '  fine . [ I  now explain informant ' s  demons tration : ]  

(You hold that cat b one down on the ground and your right hand over your hear t 
and you say that prayer . )  
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Yes sir . 
(Who did you say did that , a farmer? )  
Any farmer , or in yore place . J i s ' lak mah place , j i s '  lak anybody intah

ferin ' wit chew . 
(What would you do wi th the rest o f  the [ three ] cat bones? ) 
Take eithah one of dose an ' use ' em fo ' de same thing . Dis elbow j oint , yo ' 

git s  dat all out dere . Dat ' s  de high [highest ] Jomoo dere is in existenc e .  
Dat ' s  bad . [ Florence , S .  Car . , ( 1 334 ) , 2300 : 3 . ] 

10104 . (When you boil this black cat , these bones fall apart? ) 
All a ' em fall o f f  [ the flesh ] . 
(Which bone do you take? ) 
Take • • •  izza [ i t ' s  a ]  bone shape lak de wi shbone in de chicken . Yo ' call it 

de night bone.  
[As I have explained elsewhere , there is no black cat bone the shape of a 

chicken wi shbone : "One informant said the black cat bone was ' made 1ak. de brea s t  
of  a chicken ' (No . 316 , p . 94) , .eaning 

BLACK CAT BONE CALLED THE "NI GHT BONE" 
SHAPE LAK DE WISHBONE IN DE CHICKEN 

the furaulum or wishbone in front of 
but not a part of  the chicken breast
bone . Similarly , another informant de

scribed black cat bone as ' gon ' a  have three forks [prongs or t ines ] • • •  tvo long 
forks an ' a little small fork ' (No . 29 9 , p . 88) . I suggested this three-pronged 
fork could have b een a ' devil ' s trident . '  Actually the ' li ttle small fork '  could 
have been the hypoaleidium - the end adhering to the winning half of the broken 
wishbone . Despite informants , wi shbone appears only in most birds ; it appears 
in black cats only by the grace of hoodoo merchant s  (Vol . l ,  No . l732,  p. 527 , lines 
15-23) . ]  

[We now return to the preceding night-bone . ] 
(The ninth bone or the night ? )  
De night , n-i-g-h-t . 
(The night bone ? ) 
Yes , sir . 
[ I t  i s  called night bone b ecause it makes you invi sible . ]  
An '  yo ' keep dat in yuh pocket , an ' wherevah yo ' go de people don ' t [ see you ] . 

Yo ' kin do anything dey want lak a maj j int [magic ian ] .  
(They can ' t see you? ) 
Dey can ' t see yuh . [New Orleans , La . ,  ( 7 90) , 1102 : 5 . ] 
10105 . Well , you could take a cat - some people say a black cat , but it don ' t 

have to be a black cat . Take any kinda cat . Understand? Take this cat. You 

TO BECOME INVI SIBLE - USE ANY CAT - BLACK CAT 
USRECESSARY - WHEN WATER BEGINS TO BOI L  - EMPTY 
ISTO IT HALF CAN OF LYE - TIE 4 FEET OF CAT 
DROP HIM INTO POT ALIVE - SEE THAT LID I S  TIGHT 
BOHE YOU WANT COMES FROM THROAT - LOOKS LIKE 
CHICKEN WI SHBONE [ IMPOSSI BLE ! ]  - SOAK IN SALT 
VATER ONE HOUR EACH MORNING 9 DAYS TO PETRIFY 
LlY IN SUN 3 MORNINGS TO DRY - SEW UP IN WHI TE 
SILK OR LINEN - [YOU HAVE USABLE? HAND OR JOMOH 
C&DTION ! YOU DI SAPPEAR AS SOON AS YOU TOUCH BONE 
CAIEFUL ABOUT AUTOMOBILES ! DRIVER CANNOT SEE YOU ! ] 

put you on � vater - a 
big pot of vater - boils it 
up good . 'When that wat er 
get s  to boiling good , get 
you a can of lye . You emp ty 
about hal f of it  in that 
water ,  as it  boils , you see . 
You takes this cat and t i e  
a l l  four of his feet t o ge th
er like that , see [ demon
strates ] . Tie all four o f  
his feet together , but don ' t 
kill him - let him b e  al ive . 

You takes him - but you ' ll have to have a top over him, you understand . You 
takes him and you slams him down in that wat er whi l e  it ' s  boilin ' , see . S e t  
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your top down good so he can ' t get out . You let him boil in there awhile . Well , 
it ' s  natchal that lye is going t o  cut all the meat o f f  the b ones , you see . As 
soon as you ' ve b o iled all them b ones clean and everything , it ' s  a certain bone 
that you get . It comes from right under here [demonstrates ] . 

(Right from the throat? ) 
Right under the throat chere . 
(Right under the throa t . )  
I t ' s  a fo rked b one and it ' s  got a p iece c r o s s  it like that [ d emonstrates ] . 

Lays j est  like that right under his thr oat chere . You gits that b one out . 
(Like the yoke o f  an ox , like a wishb one? ) 
Yes , sir . Yes , sir , it i s . [A  chicken-wishb one shap e in a cat is  impossi

b l e . ] You get s  that b one out . After you take that b one out , you get  you some 
salt . Put it in some water . You s oak that b one in there for nine mornings -
ab out an hour every morning .  That salt water will harden it . See . Then i t  will 
petrify , so it won ' t s poil . [This is  curing the b one as you would a ham . ] After 
you soaks it in that , then you take it  and you lay it in the rays of the sun , for 
three mornings . Let the sun dry it , petrify it . After then , take you a piece of  
white  s ilk linen [ silk o r  linen? ] and you sew it up in that , and wear that bone 
on you . 

(What will that do then? ) 
Well , you ' ll b e  invisible then - can ' t see you . [New Orleans , La . , ( 8 7 3 ) , 

1 4 2 2 : 4 . ] 
10106 . Take de b lack cat an ' git one o f  

an ' b o il i t  an ' yo ' git dat b ead . Yo ' know 
' is eyes , his lef ' eye , an ' take it  
it ' s  a l i ' le  whit e  hard b ead in  it , 

dat ' s whut dey s i ght is . Yo ' take 
dat an ' mix it up wit - put some 
lodes tone in it an ' put some luaky 
oil , an ' take dat an ' weah it . 
(What do you wear that for? ) 

BOIL LEFT EYE OF A BLACK CAT AND TAKE THAT 
HARD WHITE B EAD - THI S I S  WHAT HE SEES WITH 
PUT SOME LOD ESTONE AND LUCKY OIL WITH IT AND 
WEAR TO KEEP LUCK - OBTAIN ANYTHING WANTED 

Dat ' s  fa ' tuh keep any luck , a j ob 
or anythin ' yuh wanta keep . Da t ' s fa ' tuh b e  success ful in ma s '  anythin ' yo ' 
want . [ For eye o f  b lack cat and its  hardness , see No . l0046 . ]  [Memphis , Tenn . , 

(1524) , 2 7 18 : 1 . ] 
COLLAR BONE 1010 7 . Kill black cat , remove collar b one , b o il this unt il mid

night , " i f they kin s tand to see all the im� s and s tuff that ap-
pear , "  kin wear it , do  anythin g .  [Wilmington , N .  Car . , resum� , 91 : 1 2 . ] 

10108 . Heard dat yo ' kin git a b one from a b lack eat ' s foot an ' wear in yore 
s ew it up in some o f  yore wearin 's  yo ' un ' erstan ' , dat chew kin mo s tly be able  

FOOT BONE 

tuh carry it ovah • • •  
[ I  turned o f f machine too  qui�kly and had to add : ] 
(You win in gambling . )  
The b one from any fo o t . [ Sumt er , S .  Car . , (13 7 4 ) , 2436 : 6 . ] 
10109 . Boil black cat , take out front right foot , put in red flannel , , bag and wear in right s ide . [ Richmond , Va . , resume , 3 31 : 5 . ] 

10110 . Boil black cat , b one from right paw [ foo t ] , a crooked bone , suck , , until you b ecome bl ind . [ El i zab eth City , N .  Car . , re sume , 39 5 : 1 . ] 
10111 . J i s ' lak if yuh wan ' a git a b one from a black cat . J i s ' lak if yuh 

got a b lack cat shut up tuh yuh home heah . Yuh cud take dat black cat  an ' kill 
' im . An '  j is '  lak if yuh go t a li ' l  as safitadee [ a safetida ] . Yuh ought tuh shet 
' im up an ' let ' im  s tay dere nine days [with asafet ida - a bad or good smell for 
the devil ] ! An ' dey say in de nine days ven [when ] yuh take dat cat an ' yuh ' ll 
kill dat cat , an ' yuh git dat bone from right out ' is hip , right heah [demon
strates ] .  Yuh kin git two o f  ' em out one cat , outa each hip . An ' yuh take dat 
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AMONG BO ILED BLACK CAT BONE S FIND AN OBLONG ONE 
LEG BONE? AT EACH OF 2 ENDS FILE AN X OR CROS S 
THI S BONE WILL BE USED LIKE A WINDING-STICK FOR 
FISHING TACKLE - US ING BLUE OR PINK S ILK THREAD 
WIND IT 9 TIMES OVER 4 NOTCHES  OF  2 X ' s - TURN 
OPPOS ITE DIRECTION AND WIND 9 TIMES AGAIN - S CRAPE 
BONE = BLACK CAT BONE POWDER - MIX WITH WAR POWDER 
LAY IN SILK PAPER [ VERY THIN TIS SUE PAPER] - WITH 
3 SMALL CANDLE S - S IZE OF MATCHSTICKS - MAKE A 
TRIANGLE BY STANDING CANDLES UPRIGHT - 2 MIXED 
POWDERS IN CENTER - LIGHT CANDLES  AT 12 NOON 
BURN UNTIL 1 2 : 30 - IF WORK BEING DONE IS NOT 
COMPLETED - EXTINGUISH CANDLE S - LIGHT NEXT DAY 
AT 1 2 : 30 - BURN - IF NOTHING OCCURS - BLOW OUT 
DIFFI CULTY = TIME - ALL HAPPENS WITHIN 6 DAYS 

(Oh , I s ee , you round each 
end of that round b one? ) 
Yes , s ir . 
( I  s ee . )  
Then I . • •  [pauses ] .  
(Then what do you do? ) 
Then I ' m going to cut it . 
You see , I c ut it  [ d emon
s trates ] thisaway ; cut it 
like that , and then disaway . 
(Make four notches in it? ) 
Four not ches on each end . 
Now , when I get them four 
notches in this b one , I 
take - well , I get me a 
piece o f  s ilk thread . S ee ,  
I get s ilk thread and I ' m 

going to wrap that bone thisaway nine times into 
(Now , this bone is like the little s t ick that 

around? ) 

them notche s . 
you wrap your fishing cord 

Yes , s ir .  
(You have the notches - the notches don ' t run round the [ thickness o f  the ] 

bone , b ut it [ the notch ] goes out to the end [ the length ] o f  the b one . ) 
My notches come on the end , you s ee , and my notches s et like this [ d emon

s trates ] .  S ee ,  I got four notches on each end . 
( I  s ee ,  go ahead . )  
S ee ,  the notches cut in the bone cro s s  the two end s this away , see [demon

s trates ] .  Well , I ' m us ing this bone dif ferent . I ' m going to wrap this bone 
this away [ demons trates ] .  

(You only have two notches in that b one , in the end o f  that round - i t ' s like 
a cro s s  [+ ] on each end o f  the b one? ) 

Yes , s ir .  
(Or like grooves , one groove acro s s  the other one . ) 
Yes , s ir .  They cros s .  
(That makes four grooves ? )  

Yeah , four groove s . 
(All right . )  
Well , I ' ll take and us e s ilk thread ; s ee , b lue or pink . I take and I cro s s  

i t  this way for nine times . I wrap it for nine times thataway and then I come 
back nine times thisaway . I get s me [ I  interrup t to annot e ] . 

(You wrap the thread nine times around one of  tho s e  notches at each end and 
you turn around like that and wrap it nine times through the other notches in 
the oppo s ite  end ? ) 

You s ee , I ' m wr apping it b y  the s t raight • . •  
( I  understand that . )  
Jest come down s traight this away , not thisaway . 
(I  under stand . )  
Thisaway . And I get me - af ter I wrap it around that bone , I get the thread 

around the b one thataway , I go and I get me some of this war powder. I ' ll get 
me war powder and with this powder that I ' ll s crape o f f  of thi s b one , I ' m going 
to mix that together , s ee .  I lay this b one into a p iece of s ilk paper . 

(What kind o f  paper? ) 
S ilk .  
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(Silk paper . )  
Silk paper , see . And I lay that b one in there and I get s  me one o f  the s e  

small candles . Small candles . You know them little b i t  o f  yellow candles . They 
are ab out thr ee for a nickel . 

(How high are they? ) 
They l i t tle b i t  o f  candles about thi s [high ] . 
(Oh , j us t  small candles . All right . )  
Little small candles , ab out l i t tle b i t  b i gger than a match s tick .  They about 

that long . Get you one of those - three , I mean . And I ' m  go ing to lay two - one 
on each s ide of thi s thing - this b one , you see . But I ' m go ing t o  lay it in a 
way , I ' m  go ing to put it in a frame-like , b ut i t  ain ' t go in g t o  burn , and I ' m  
go ing to light them candles . Light all three of them ,  but I ' m  go ing t o  light 
two here and I ' m  going t o  light one on the top . 

(You have these candles in a triangular form ,  and the b one ' s ins ide the form? ) 
In the center . 
I lights those and now when I light s thes e ,  I let ' em b urn . I light ' em at 

twelve o ' clock in the day . Every day for twelve o ' clock - no more , no less . I 
light ' em a t  twelve an ' let ' em burn ' t ill ab out twelve-thirty , see . Twelve
thirty , if the work ain ' t done , I put ' em out , an ' the next day I light ' em at 
twelve- thirty . And then for ab out three or s ix days , what s omever I ' m  after , 
it ' s  go t to come in the s ix days . In the s ixth day I get what s omever I ' m af ter . 

(Here ' s  your - now , let me talk . Here ' s  your cat b one - i t ' s  round like that . 
[I  should have given descript ion ! ]  You file o f f  b o th ends and you make the b o th 
ends round . Then you make a groove , you put a cross on top o f  the groove . At 
each end make a groove . Then you wrap the thread nine t imes around this way and 
nine t imes around that way - j us t  like you wrap fishing tackle . )  

That ' s  right . 
(All right . )  [New Orleans , La . , ( 8 3 2 ) , 125 0 : 1 . ] 
10114 . Ah have heard dat yo ' kin take - ah had a 

goin ' do it , b ut ah have known fellahs dat have done 

BLACK CAT SCREAMS ONCE BEFORE DYING - RELEASE LID 
BODY RI SES IN POT AND BOBS - SPIRITS ALSO APPEAR 
tHBDW ONLY LEG BONES INTO RUNNING WATER - ALL 
00 DOWNSTREAM EXCEPT ON E TURNING ROUND AND ROUND 
THE LUCKY BONE - TIE UP IN BLACK CLOTH THEN IN RED 

fellah tell me , he wuzn ' t 
it . Yo ' undahs tan ' . If 
yo ' wants tuh be lucky in 
yuh life , j i s '  take yuh a 
b lack cat an ' take ' im ,  
carry ' im down t o  a rivah 
or any runnin ' watah , yo ' 
undahs tan ' , an ' take ' im 
an ' hold ' im down in de 

pot . Hold ' im down in de pot unt il he die . An ' t ake him an ' hold ' im down tuh 
de bottom o f  de p o t  unt i l  he hallah ' fore he die . Turn ' im  loo s e  den - turn de 
pot loo s e , de lid on de pot loose . An ' ' i s b o dy den will rise up , his b o dy will 
be bobb in ' . ' Cos  [ o f  cour s e ]  though , by an ' by de things will b e  comin ' . All 
kinds o f  things b e  comin ' up dere ; de devils an ' cows an ' ho gs an ' all kinda 
things lak dat will come up , see . But yo ' j is '  don ' t b o thah . Let ' em go right 
oa unt il yo ' b ile [boil ] dis b lack cat up , yo ' undahs tand . An ' when yo ' bile 
' ia  good , yo ' take den de b ones outa dere - de laig b ones . An ' take ' em  tub 
raonin' watah an ' any b one dat go down s tream, don ' chew b o thah wit i t ;  but de 
baDe whut (you ] take , turn roun ' an ' roun ' . All de rest of ' em no good da� so 
aa down , but de b one whut chew want will turn roun '  an ' roun ' . Well . yo '  take 
� bone , dat black cat bone . An ' take i t  den an ' tie it up in a piece of -
�lack piece of cloth . When yo ' gi ts de b one , tie it [ in ]  black , den yo' �ie 
� red . Git dat an ' tote i t  in yuh pocket . An ' dey tell me yo ' ll oevah have 
tab worry any mo ' ab out livin ' . Dat ' s whut ah know ' b out dat . [Floreace. S .  
ear • • ( 1 311) , 2 2 2 : 1 . ] 
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CATCH BLACK CAT - KILL - TAKE FRONT RI GHT LEG 
TIE STRING ABOUT - WEAR ON EI THER LEG - LUCK 

10115 .  First you catch the cat , 
kill it , then you take the bone 
out of the front right leg . Take 
this bone and let  it dry and tie 
the t ime . That ' ll bring you luck . it around your leg , e i ther leg , and wear i t  all 

[ Freder i cksb urg , Va . , Ediphone 5 0 . ] 
10116 . There was a fellow who used to  say - a long t ime ago a fellow was no t 

so  very lucky , and ano ther man told him to go and git  hisself a black cat bone . 

HUMAN BONE FROM GRAVEYARD 
RI GHT FORELEG OF  BLACK CAT 
WORN IN POCKET CHANGES LUCK 

He told him to go over into the graveyard and find 
whatsoever he could of a bone from a person , and 
then come back and git a black cat  bone , and keep 
them in his pocke t . He told him to git the fore 
right-hand arm of the black cat and keep it  and the 

other bone in his pocket 
by Ediphone . ] 

and his luck would change . [ Fredericksburg , Va . , ( 3 8 ) , 

10117 . Af ter a black cat gets killed anywhere , you pick the cat up and cut 
the right hind leg. The ' re [ there are ] three bones in there like a rabb it  [ l ike 

BLACK CAT ACC IDENTALLY KILLED ANYWHERE 
CUT OFF RI GHT HIND LEG - HAS 3 BONES 
DRY MI DDLE ONE - POLI SH - KEEP IN PURSE 
WEAR IN HIP POCKET - EXPOSE AT GAME 

leg o f  rabb i t ] . Then you get the mid
dle bone out o f  that , then dry it , 
polish that , and put it  in his purs e 
and put it  in his hip pocke t . He don ' t 
think anyb ody can bo ther him then at 
all . He will go into a dice game and 

put this po cketb ook down , there ' s no thing in i t  at all , no money , j us t  this bone , 
and he will keep his hand on it , and he will win all the money in the game . 
[Old Po int Comfort ,  Va . , (Hampton , Va . ) ,  Ediphone 2 3 . ] 

RI GHT HIND LEG OF BLACK CAT ABOUT NECK 
KEEP S AWAY EVIL SPIRI TS AND CUNJURES 

10118 . Get a black cat , cut the right 
hind leg and ge t a bone out • • •  and carry 
that aro und your neck , and there won ' t 
b e  any evil sp irit harm you , and i t  will 

keep cunj ures away . [ Fredericksburg , Va . , by Ediphone . ]  
10119 . Ah ' ve had a fren ' o f  mine - ah ' ve seen dat . Ah ' ve had a fr ien ' o f  

mine kill a cat , black cat . Jis ' taken an ' put ' im in de watah live - j is ' put 

BOIL BLACK CAT AL I VE IN CAN OF WATER WI TH LID 
DAT 'S DE DEVIL - COOK HIM ALL TO P I ECES - TAKE 
BONE FROM RI GHT HIND LEG - THROW INTO RUNNING 
WATER - I T  WILL RUN UPS TREAM - COME BACK - S TOP 
TURN AROUND - DON ' FIN ' DAT DONE EVAH DAY 

in de wat ah live an ' let ' im 
cook all tuh p ieces . But dat ' s 
de  devil [ devil ' s wo rk ] . Let 
' im  cook all tuh p ieces an ' 
put a lid  ovah ' im , [ keep ] dat 
down . Let ' im cook all tuh 
p ieces when he ' s live . He 

took dat cat , when he cook all tuh p ieces , he took de right hin ' laig of ' is 
bone den an ' throw it  in de watah . Hit ' ll run up [ s tream] . I t  shore do . Hit ' ll 
run up an ' den come back , an ' stop an ' turn aroun ' [ and surely bows to you ! ] .  
Dat ' s de  lucky bone . But chew don ' fin ' [ find ] dat done evah day . 

(The right hind leg. ) 
Dat bone by de j ' int [ j o int ] . [ S t . Petersburg , Fla . , ( 9 8 5 ) , 15 92 : 7 . ] 
1012 0 .  Ah heard dat yo ' kin kill a black cat an ' git  de right han ' back lai g ,  

an ' suck d e  marrah out ' is  back laig , an ' go tuh five fo ' k of  d e  road nine mawn
in ' s ,  an ' yo ' kin do anything yo ' wanta do wit anybody . Yo ' kin turn any kinda 
nachure [nature ] yo ' kin turn tri aks , yo ' kin do things . 

(You go to  f ive what ? )  
Five fo ' k o f  a road - j is ' a road runnin ' dis way an ' a road dat way , j is ' 

five fo ' k .  
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KILL BLACK CAT - DO NOT BOIL HIM ALIVE 
TAKE RI GHT-HAND BACK LEG - SUCK OUT MARROW 
GO TO FIVE FORKS OF ROAD - DE TIMBLEVILLE HIGHWAY 
DAT 'S A FIVE FO 'K ROAD - GO 9 MORNINGS - 9 O ' CLOCK 
THEN WEAR THE BONE - YO ' KIN TURN "TRICKS" 

(Five roads coming toget her ? )  
Yes sir,  j is '  lak five po int s 
out chere ; yo '  knov .  de Timr 
b leville highway . dat ' s  a 
five fo ' k  road, see . Well , 
yo ' go down dere nine .awn
in ' s  at nine a' clock. 
(You can do anything then?) 
Yes s ir . ( F lorence , S .  car • •  

( 1286) , 2185 : 3 . ] 
10121 . Get a black cat . 

cut the right hind leg and get a b one out of  the r i ght hind leg and carry that 
around your neck and there won ' t  b e  any evil 

RIGHT HIND-LEG BONE ABOUT NECK 
AGAINST EVIL SPIRITS AND CUNJURE 

sp irit harm you and i t  will ke ep cunj ure away 
from them. [Fredericksburg , Va . , Ediphone 
48 . ]  
10122 . (After you b o il thi s cat you do what ? )  
Yo ' take d e  cat aftah yo ' b o il ' im - see , yo ' 

boil all de b ones dat comin ' , comin ' , j o inin ' tuhgethah , an ' dere ' s  one paht ic ' 

LEFT HIND LEG I S THE BLACK CAT LUCKY BONE 
lah [p art i cular ] b one in dere yuh 
gits out an ' tote  it in yuh hip pock
et . Oat ' s  de hin ' lef ' la ig o f  de 

[Wils on , N .  Car . , (1472) , 2 6 5 3 : 3 . ] black cat . 
101 2 3 . 

844 : 4 . ] 
B o il black cat at running wat er , take left hind foo t . [Mob ile , Ala . , 

10124 . B o il black cat , take left hind leg b one , put in pocket , can do any
thing - get a j ob .  [Wilmingt on , N .  C ar . , 9 7 : 2 . ] 

10125 . They s ay you catch a black cat and b o il him alive . And you take the 
bone from the left hind leg and wrap it in a piece of rag , and always carry i t  

LEFT HIND LEG O F  BLACK CAT BOILED ALIVE 
WRAP - CARRY - GAMBLING LUCK - SOLD TO DEVIL 

LEFT HIND LEG OF BLACK CAT 
KILL AND SKIN FOR LUCKY BONE 

EIIBER HIND LEG OF BLACK CAT IN BAG FOR LUCK 

wherever you go . That make s  you 
lucky in gambling always . I f  you 
do that you ' ve sold yours elf to  
the  devil . [Pet ersb urg , Va . ,  
f irst collect ing vi s i t  there , 
Ediphone 34 . ] 
10126 . The way I heard o f  that , 
you get the lucky b one of  a black 
cat . You ge t the b one out o f  hi s 
left hind leg . You have to  kill 
him and skin him and get thi s out , 
and you we ar that . [ Frederi cks-
b urg , Va . ,  Ediphone 39 . ] 
1012 7 .  Take a [black ] cat and cut 
o f f  i t s  hind leg , e ither [one] , 

.ad wear it in a bag for luck . [ Fredericksb urg , Va . , Ediphone 60 . ] 

miL LIVE BLACK CAT AT MI DNI GHT - TAKE LITILE 
JOKE FROM EITHER HIND LEG TO SMALL STREAM 
ltOUING WEST - LET BONE FLOAT SHORT DISTANCE 
PI(% IT UP - WEAR IN POCKET AS THE LUCKY BONE 

10128 . Yo ' see , yo ' have tab 
take a black cat an ' boil ' D.  at 
twelve a ' clo ck in de � .  aa' 
take de b one , one li ' 1  � oat 
' is b ack hin ' laig. Undd • sn '  

me . An ' yo ' take aa' cuzy dat 
� a li ' l  stream of watah dat goin ' tuhwards de sundown an ' j is ' � � float 
aa off in dat wat ah a li ' l  piece . Den yo ' ketch dat an '  tote dat Ia ,-. pocket .  
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Dat ' s luck . Dat ' s whut ah heah ' bout it . 
(You get the bone of  either back leg? ) 
Jis ' eithah one d e  back laig , yo ' know , long as yo ' kin git a bone out dem.  

[ Savannah , Ga . , (1259) , 2138 : 8 . ] 
1012 9 . I have heard the old people say you get the two hind bones of a black 

eat ' s leg , both legs , they should b e  dried , and sew up into a woolen rag and they 
should b e  carried all the t ime . And 

HIND BONE FROM EACH BACK LEG OF BLACK CAT 
WEAR AS GUARD AGAINST EVIL SP IRITS 

you use these bones as your guard 
against evil spirit s .  [ Ocean C ity , 
Md . ,  ( informant from Atlanta , Ga . ) ,  
Ediphone 2 0 . ] 
10130 . I f  a per son bury somepin 

roun ' yore house lak dat an ' yo ' wan ' a find where ' s [where there is ] a rivah , an ' 

TO FIND BURIED CUNJURE - BOIL BLACK CAT AT RIVER 
BONE FROM LEFT FRONT LEG WILL LEAD TO CUNJURE 

carry yo ' a pot an ' boil dat 
cat . An ' take yo ' a bone , de 
left bone out his laig .  An ' 
aftah yo ' git it , den tote it , 

an ' dat cat will tell yo ' tuh where go find dat bottle at , or whut it ' t is undah 
yore house , an ' yo ' git tuh f ind an ' it be dere . Yo ' git de left bone , yo ' know , 
out de left laig .  

(The hind leg or  the frong leg? ) 
De  front laig in de front s ide [ ! ] . [Wil s on , N .  Car . , (1504) , 2680 : 9 . ] 
10131 . Ah hear ' d ' em say dat dey take a black ket wit not a white spot ab out 

it anywhere . An ' take it an ' put it in a pot  al ive , an ' b ' Il it t ill de meat 

ROUND BONE IN CAT IS LUCKY BONE 
KEEP WRAPPED UP AWAY FROM DIRT 
DAT NOT THROWN INTO RUNNING WATER 

fal ls offa de bone s . [ Bone s  not thrown int o 
running water . ] An ' take dose bones an ' dat 
li ' le roun ' aur 'ous bone dat ' s  in de ket , 
take it an ' weah it in yore pocket . Keep it 
in dere wrapped up from all d irt an ' evah

thin ' an ' dat wuz good luck tuh yuh , couldn ' t nobody harm yo ' or do nuthin tuh 
yuh .  [Memphis , Tenn . , ( 93 2 ) , 1513 : 9 . ] 

10132 . Get a black eat ' s tail and wear it between your shirt and breas t and 
no one can aross your path [ put a spell on you or make you unlucky ] . [ Fredericks-

burg , Va . , Ediphone 48 . ] 

TAIL OF BLACK CAT WORN AGAINST CUNJURE 
THIRD JOINT OF TAIL ONLY BONE TO FLOAT 

10133 . Boil black cat , third j oint from 
his tail bone will float to top , only 
bone that comes to top . [ Richmond , Va . , 
38 6 : 3 . ] 
10134 . Well , j is ' say fo ' ins tanc e if 

yo ' had done kilt a man or somep in lak dat , well now heah ' s [what you do ] .  If  de 
road gain ' no ' th an ' so ' th - well , prob ' ly if it ' s ga in ' east an ' west . Well , 

IF YOU KILL A MAN - TO ESCAP E THE LAW - 3 INCHE S 
CUT FROM BLACK CAT 1 S TAIL - GO TO "Y" FORKS OF 
ROAD - STEP BACKWARDS OFF ROAD 6 FEET OR STEP S 
DIG HOLE - BURY TAIL P IECE - SAY FATHAH STAN ' BY 
REPEAT THI S RI TE EVERY OTHER DAY - 3 DAYS A WEEK 
3 WEEKS - MAKINT 9 TIMES - LAW WILL NOT BOTHER 

[demons trates ] heah come de 
mainline road comin ' down heah . 
Al l right , heah come two fo ' ks 
comin ' intuh de mainl ine road 
right chere . 
(Making a big "Y" . )  
Yeah . Well , now , dis man -
if yo ' done kilt a man an ' 

don ' want ' em tuh hahm yo ' , yo ' ketch yuh a black ket an ' yo ' cut ' bout , well 
yo ' may say about three inches of his tail off . Well , when yo ' git tuh de fo ' ks 
of dis road - now , mind yo ' now , dis is de mainl ine road comin ' down heah . I f  
dat ' s  a pal e  [ d irt? ] road , i f  it ' s g a in ' e a s t  an ' west , or e ithah no ' th an ' 
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so ' th ; well , now , if  dat ' s a hard road o r  conc rete road , yo ' s tep right b ack tuh 
de right . Now , yo ' git de undahs tandin ' .  Yo ' come when yo ' get tuh de fo ' ks of 
dis road , yo ' go right b ack tuh de right . Back b ack , don ' t go f ahwards .  Yo ' go 
right b ack s ix feet from de hard road , j is '  backwards . Well , right down dere yo ' 
dig j is '  about a hal f a- feet an ' bury dat black ket t ail right dere ,  an ' complete 
de Lord ' s word , say , " Fathah , s t an '  by . "  

All right . Now listen . Now , yo ' do dat an ' - don '  go back dere de nex ' mawn
in ' . Let it b e  roun ' about three or fo ' ' c lock , but don ' go back dere de nex ' 
mawnin ' .  Come b ack de third mawnin ' an ' do dat same thing , j i s '  back back - yo ' 
ain ' t go tta  bothah dat tail - j i s '  back back six feet [ from the road ] an ' say , 
"Fathah , s tan ' by . "  Well , yo ' do dat three days in a week , until nine mawnin ' s .  
Evahthin ' will b e  all right . 

(That is , the law won ' t track you or  won ' t get you . Now , you [ I ]  do that this 
morning , then I wait three mornings b e fore coming b ack , or  I wait only two morn
ing s .  b e fore coming b ack? ) 

Now , de firs ' mawnin ' yo ' go , when yo ' p ut it down dere de fir s ' mawnin ' , don ' 
go b ack de nex ' mawnin ' but go b ack de nex ' mawnin ' [ the morning after the next 
morning]  yo ' undahs tan ' . De firs ' mawnin' yo ' bury it down dere . Well , de nex ' 
mawnin ' , de s econd , don ' go b ack de s econ' mawnin ' ,  but go back de third mawnin ' 
yo ' undahstan ' • 

(Then you don ' t go b ack the four th morning? ) 
De fo ' th mawnin ' an ' den de fit ' mawnin ' an ' - now don ' go back no mo ' dat 

week .  Jis ' go three days in de week . Jis ' go three days in de week unt il nine 
[ days ] .  See , three an ' three is s ix an ' three ' s nine . 

(I t takes you three weeks to do that , then? ) 
J i s ' put it in in three weeks , yessuh .  
(You only go there three t imes in one week and then you have t o  wait unt il 

another week . ) 
Anothah week an ' den de next week . 
(You leave t hat b lack cat tail there? ) 

Yeah , j is '  let it stay right der e .  [Memphis ,  Tenn . , (951) , 1 5 3 6 : 4 . ] 
10135 . Take a bone , the dead man ' s bone , and take a black cat bone . That ' s  

two bones ; a cer t ain bone in the black cat , a certain bone in the dead man . And 

2 BONES MAKE YOU A MYSTERY �N - BLACK CAT BONE 
�� DEAD MAN '  BONE - HI S INDESTRUCTIBLE BONE 
OSLY HUMAN BONE UNBURNABLE - TIP END OF COCCYX 
LUCKY BONE AND UNBURNABLE COCCYX WELL-MATCHED 
VE&R BOTH CRO S SED IN POCKET - CAT BONE COMES 
FROM LEFT SHOULDER - FOUND IN FRONT OF MIRROR 

you ' ll be • • •  
(You use them together ? )  

Yes , sir . 
(I see . All right . )  
Listen . Take a - cer tain bone 
o f  the dead man and cer tain 
bone of the b lack cat , tying 
them acro s s  [ in the form o f  a 

cross ] , wearing them in your p ocket . After wearing them in your p ocket , you ' ll 
be a mystery man at leas t . You ' ll do things that it look imp o s s ible to do . For 
ins tanc e , I would walk in here - come in and walk on out and I wouldn ' t  s ee  you 
�d you wouldn ' t s ee me . But it ' s  a certain bone . 

CWhat b one is that ? )  
That ' s  a cer tain bone o f  that b lack cat you have t o  take , you see . Tbey got a 

hone in that cat - i t  come from the shoulder , from the left shoulder .  that boDe. 
You take that bone , and after taking that bone , to find out if you have tbe rilbt 
bane , you takes a mirror , s ee , pas s ing tho s e  bones that way [ demoustr.a� passiDs 
thea through mouth] .  And long as you see yourself in the mirror � isD• t the 
rilbt one . The moment you get the right one , you don ' t see yourself .ay �e . 
&ell , that ' s  supposed t o  be that bone that you kin ab solutely disappear. You' ll 
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be  coming in the s treet there and you don ' t disappear , but anyhow the party you 
hope don ' t see you , won ' t see you . When they do see you again , you ' ll be a dis
tance o f f . 

(What bone do they take out o f  the body? Out of that person ' s body? ) 
Out o f  a person b ody? That b one they got right here , it ' s  a small b one near 

to your sp ine . 
(At the end o f  the sp ine ? ) 
Yes , sir . 
(Where you sit  down on? ) 
Ab solutely ! [ Some place else in HOODOO I have another example of the "inde

s tructible b one , "  but I cannot recall where it i s . ] Take that b one and that 
black cat bone from the left shoulder and tying them acro s s t . But the bone of  
the cat , to be  sure that you have the right one , you have to use a mirror . [ New 
Orleans , La . , ( 8 7 9 ) , 144 6 : 9 . ] 

1013 6 .  They say you mus t  shoo t a cat going right , a black cat cro s s ing your 
road going right . Sho o t  him dead and then get that main b one what ' s  called the 

SHOOT A BLACK CAT CROSSING YOUR PATH TO RIGHT 
TAKE 3 BONES : (1)  THIGH BONE OF  FRONT RIGHT LEG 
( 2 )  FROM BACK OF HEAD - ( 3 )  A RIGHT FOOT BONE 
WEAR IN SACK ABOUT WAI ST - CAN DO ALL TRICKS 

thigh b one or femor b one o f  a 
cat , the right leg , front . 
And then get the b one right 
b ack o f  the head , and one o f  
the right- foo t b ones also . 
Three bone s . And put them to

gether and wear them in a s ack around the wai s t , and a person can do anything he 
wants to do that ' s  devilish and tPiaky . [ Elizabeth City , N .  Car . , (482) , 

555 : 12 . ] 
KILL BLACK CAT - SWALLOW ITS HEART IMMEDIATELY 1013 7 . You kin s ell yoursel f 

to the devil with the b lack cat 
by  killing a b lack cat and taking the 
[Baltimore , Md . , (132) , 49 : 5+85 . ] 

10138 . They take the heart out o f  
drunkard . Well , they take that heart 

WOMAN FEEDS MAN HEART FROM BLACK CAT 
TO MAKE HIM QUARREL AND GET KILLED 

heart out b e fore she die and swallah it . 

b lack cat , like when her husband i s  a 
out o f  the black cat , which is no t much 

more b i gger than an oyster . Well , they 
will take that and put it in an oyster , 
you see , and - like s ome women they feeds 
their husbands - and the husband likes 

for the woman to feed them. Well , the first thing she will s t ick in his mouth 
is that b lack cat heart , and after he eats that b lack eat ' s heart down , he will 
soon go out s omewhere and s ome man will kill him,  b ecause it makes him very mis
chievious and makes him meddlesome . Perhap s if he is colored , he will go  and 
meddle with s ome white gent leman and the white people will kill him . Well , that 
is what she give him that for , b ecause he lo ses his conscience the minute he 
swallows that and he will go and get rough wi th anybody and meddle wi th anybody 
and that is why he get s ki lled and that is why [what ] she perhap s will want . 
That i s  what she does that for , to bring his death . [ New Orleans , La . , (809) , 

113 9 : 3 . ] 
BLACK CAT SCALP IN BAG FOR LUCK 1013 9 . I have heard of  the s calp of a b lack 

cat b e ing used . They take that and s ew i t  in 
a bag and keep it for luck . [Ocean C i ty , Md . , Ediphone 14 . ] 

10140 . They can get thi s hand 
BOIL BLACK CAT - CRUSH BONES - KEEP DUST IN BAG by killing a black cat and 

boiling him . And after they 
had b o iled the bone s , they crush the bones up into a powder and s ewed up in a 
bag . [ Snow Hill , Md . ,  (85 , a teacher from near Richmond , Va . ) ,  1 : 8  or 9 . ] 
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10141 . Dey go down an ' take a black cat an ' take an ' boil ' im . Take him down 
side o f  a creek an ' b o i l  ' im . Boil ' im all tuh pie c es an ' take his bones out an ' 

TAKE BLACK CAT TO BANK OF CREEK [ RUNNING WATER] 
BOIL TO PIECES  - DROP SAME BONES INTO 3 STREAMS 
THIRD BONE COMING TO TOP AT THI RD STREAM I S  LUCKY 
BONE - BEAT UP BONE - SPRINKLE SALT AND P EPPER 
OVER THIS POWDER 10 TIMES - PUT IN RED FLANNEL 
WEAR IN WATCH POCKET WITH MONEY - GAMBLING LUCK 

throw ' im.  intuh three streams 
o f  wat ah . 
(You throw these bones into 
three streams of water? ) 
Yessuh , throw ' em.  in intuh 
three st reams o f  watah an '  
de third b one dat come up 
tuh de top , an ' yo ' take dat 

third bone . Yo ' take dat bone an ' carry an ' take it an ' have it b eat up , j es '  
groun ' up lak yo ' would shavin ' somepin o thah . Aftah dat , yo ' take peppah an '  
take salt , an ' yo ' does dat way [ spr inkles ] ovah it fo ' ten time s . Den yo ' take 
dat an ' put it in a red f lannel rag . Aft ah yo ' take dat red flannel rag an ' put 
it [ this mixture ] in dat , den yo ' take it an ' t o t e  it in yore watch pocket all 
de t ime .  If yo ' decide tuh gamble , yo ' take it out chure watch pocket an ' put 
it in de pocket wher e yo ' s money ' s in . Dat ' s lucky . 

(That ' s lucky in gambling ? ) 
Yes . [ Fayetteville , N .  Car . , ( 14 13 ) , 254 0 : 1 . ] 
1014 2 . Git dat s ame o il whut ah wuz speakin ' of  j is ' a minute ago . Ah did 

.ah fathah dat-a-way when he left [ this  part o f  the count ry ] . Ah took dat s ame 

PERSON WANTED BY LAW CAN ES CAP E IF YOU RUB HI S 
BEAD WITH BLACK CAT O IL MADE BY BOILING LIVE CAT 
IF HE STAYS 13 HOURS SOMEWHERE BEFORE LEAVING 

oil an ' rubb ed ' im wit it , an ' 
he spent de night in mah s is
ter ' s home . He walked right 
on out de street , an ' de sher
i f f  wuz lo okin ' fo ' ' im. He 

nevah did come b ack . Went tuh Texas an ' nevah come back . 
[ I  now r epeat what informant had said b efore recording b egan . ] 
(You took some of  this o il that came from the b lack cat when you bo iled it . 

[MOst black- cat o il comes from hoodoo shop ! ] You had to rub some all over him . 
Then he had to stay some night , 1 3  hours in one night , at s ome place b efore he 
went ? )  

Yes s i r .  I t  wuz j is ' rubbed on ' is  fac e . Yo ' can ' t track dat . [ For b lack 
� oil see also No . ll21 , p . 417 , v . l . ] [ Flo renc e , N .  Car . , (1334 ) , 2301 : 7 . ] 

1014 3 . All right , you turn r ight around again , and you buy you - you buy you 
�Lack oat powdeP. And you take that and you put it  in your hat , the band of  your 

BLACK CAT POWDER 
hat . You can walk by the law out there and he turn his b ack 
on you . And he be looking for you and you walk by him and he 
turn his b ack on you . You get out o f  the way . That ' s the 

bZaok cat powdeP. [ For b lack cat powdeP� see also vol . l ,  No . 3 27 , p . 9 6 ;  and No . 
1731 , p . 5 26 . Back in the late 19 30 ' s b lack cat powdeP was usually a brand of  
talcum p owder displaying the pictur e  of  a black cat on the cont aine r . A s imilar 
sales picture will be found in margin t itle LYE :  RED DEVIL AND RED SEAL , No . l377 , 

� CAT ASHES - RABBIT LEFT HIND FOOT AND 9 CLAWS 
9 PIR POINTS - 9 NEEDLE P OINTS - IN RED FLANNEL BAG 

FEED WITH JOCKEY CLUB P ERFUME - GAMBLING L UCK 

p . 4 5 9 . ] [New Orleans , La . , 
(831 ) , 1 2 38 : 5 . ] 
10144 . Black cat asbes 
[ surely a preparatioa sold 
by a hoodoo dealer ! ] ,  left 
hind foot of rabb�. 9 
claws from rabbi.� . 9 -edle 

�ts , 9 pin p oint s , all in red flannel bag , which �s f�d with Jodtey Cl.b per
t..e . Wear when gamb ling . [Memphis , Tenn . , ( 9 68 , resume ) , 1567 : 1 . ] 

1014 5 .  For a lucky hand b o il b lack cat , throw bones in nmn1na ��. -n.e 
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b one that come on top will turn around • • .  an ' sp ins . "  You must have it W.essed 
by someone . [ For example o f  b one 

BLACK CAT BONE DRESSED BY ROOTMAN b e ing dz.essed by profes sional work-
er , see No . 308 , p . 9 2 ,  v . l ;  there 
are other exam�les . ] [Wilmingt on , , , 
N .  Car . , resume , 11 9 : 9 . ] 

ROOT DOCTOR P REPARE S BLACK CAT BONE FOR JOB 1014 6 . A root doctor wrapped up a 
black cat b one in cloth , put in 
sack with salt , put in p o cket on 
right s ide , go to b o s s  � o r  � ob . 
[Wilmington , N .  Car . , resume , 
109 : 2 . ]  

DEAD CAT BONE UNDER BACK STEP S KILLS CUNJURE 1014 7 . I f  dey f ixin ' to throw 
somp in down fer you to walk on , 

you can git you s ome dead cat b one an ' bury it under your back step . [Wilmington , , , 
N .  Car . , resume , 185 : 5 . ] 

BLACK CAT BONE IN BAG ABOUT NECK FOR LUCK 1014 8 . You kill a b lack cat , b o il it ,  
then dry the b ones . Put  it in  a luck 

bag and carry it around your neck for good luck.  [ Fredericksburg , Va . ,  Ediphone 
cyl . 45 . ]  

WEAR BLACK CAT BONE TO WARD OFF EVIL AND BAD LUCK 10149 . Ah ' ve heard dat chew 
kin wear a certain charm 

called b lack cat bone dat will ward off all evil an ' bad luck . 
(Where do you get thi s b lack cat b one ? ) 
I t  is possible dat chew kin take a black cat , dey t ell me , an ' cook ' im unt il 

tuh p ieces at leas t . Af tah yo ' cook ' im yo '  take dis b one an ' threw ' em in a 
runnin '  stream, an ' it will come back tuh yo ' at a certain place . Yo ' supposed 
tuh take dis bone an ' wear it on yo ' as a charm.  [ S t . Pet ersburg , Fla . , (100 5 ) , 

TO AVOID BEING SHOT - WEAR BLACK CAT BONE 

1 6 2 1 : 1 . ] 
10150 . Can ' t shoot yo ' if yo ' 
have a black cat lucky b one . 
[Wilmington , N .  Car . , (near 
1 5 9 ) , 7 1 : 2+85 . ]  

CURE A BLACK CAT LUCKY BONE WITH SUGAR AND SALT 
WEAR IN POCKET - BONE WON ' LET NUTHIN HURT CHEW 

1015 1 .  (Thi s black cat lucky 
b one ? ) 
Yes . Yo ' take some sugah an ' 

bone , an ' let dis bone 
dis bone an ' put it in 
anythin ' yo ' wanta wi t 
hurt chew . [ Florence , 

some salt an ' put it on dis  
soak in it fa ' an  hour . An ' den yo ' take it an ' yo ' take 
yore pocket . An '  yo ' kin go anywheah yo ' wanta , an ' do 
dat , tuh anyb ody yo ' wanta , an ' d i s  b one won ' let nuthin 
S . Car . , (1322) , 2 2 67 : 10 . ] 

SQUEEZE BLACK CAT BONE UNTIL HAND SWEAT S 
RUB HAND ON FACE AND DESIRE WILL SUCCEED 

your fac e ;  and anything that you undertake 
[ Vicksburg , Mi s s . , r�sum� , 989 : 8 . ]  

1015 2 .  Hold it [ a  black cat b one ] in 
your hand , in the palm of your hand -
unt il i t  sweat , and j ust  smooth it 
[ b one surely , no t palm of hand ] over 
to do , that you ' d  be succes sful wi th . 

101 5 3 . (T ell me that aga in . Wha t did  you hear ? )  
Ah hear ' d  yuh could take a black cat bone an ' give 
(Give them a stroke? ) 

someone a stroke . 

Yes . 
(Well , how would they do tha t ? ) 
Take de b one an ' it ' s  some kinda ' gredient , turp ent ine , dey mix in wit de 



- Hoodoo - Conj urat ion - Wit chcraft - Rootwork - 39 51 

bone . Says , if yo ' git a chance tuh rub de person , dat part o f  dere body ' ll 
ache dem. Dere ' s  a lady out in Kings now , she suf fahs from a b lack cat bone . 

( I t  gives them a s troke? ) 

BLACK CAT BONE CAUSES A STROKE 

Uh huh . She has a s troke from ' er body on down . 
(All they do i s  to rub that bone on a person? ) 
Dat bone an ' grease an ' turpent ine , pure lard . 
(Pure lard and turpent ine? ) 
Yes . 
(I  see . How would you get that b lack cat bone? 

Where would you get that ? ) [Vicksbur g ,  Mis s . ,  ( 718) , 9 8 8 : 9 . ] 
10154 . Wha ' chao may call witchcraft • • •  take a cat , a b lack cat , and boil him 

down to get a black cat bone . An ' j is '  apply that bone to a certain par t , t o  

WITCHES AND BLACK CAT BONE 
AILMENT - INVISIBILITY 

WHAT BLACK CAT BONE TELLS YOU - KEEP SECRET 

your body or the affected part o f  
your body , why that will cure you . 
That ' ll have the power to drive 
those wi t ches out , to drive that 
condit ions out of your body . That 's 

vhat I was told years ago by some o f  
r�� . 174 : 1 . ] 

the old relatives . [Wilmington , N .  Car . , 

10155 .  They tell me wi tches have tho s e  bones . An ' yo ' kin go right w ' ere 
[ 

, , you want to an ' not be seen .  Wilmington , N .  Car . , resume , 7 1 : 1 . ] 
10156 . A b lack ket , yo ' take him tuh a place from yuh home at twelve o ' clock 

at night an ' would cook ' im alive . Jis ' put ' im in a po t a  hot wat ah an ' cook 
• ia  al ive . An ' a t  twelve o ' clock de nex ' night , in twenty- fa ' hours t ime , go 
back an ' git ' im an ' b r ing ' im b ack . An ' what he [b lack cat ] b e  t ellin ' yo ' along 
(�he way ] , which ah don ' know , yo ' keep dat tuh yuhself . An ' dey say , yo ' take 
dose bones an ' suck ' em all , each one o f  ' em ,  unt il yo ' git tuh a certain bone . 
AD• when yo ' git tuh dat bone yo ' look in de glas s , an ' when yo ' can ' t see yuh
self , well , which dat is de right bone . 

(Then what do you do with that bone? ) 
Well , yo ' take dat bone an ' tote it aroun ' j is '  lak it ' s  magic - disappeahin ' . 
(You can ' t see him? ) 
Yes . [Vicksbur g ,  Mis s . ,  ( 744) , 1014 : 1 . ] 

8 .  MORE CANDLE RITES 

(Previous candle r i t e s  will be found pr inc ipally in vo lume 1 ,  pages 7 44-888 , 
.-.er divis ion called ALTARS - CANDLES - SAINTS .  Similiar mat er ial o ccurs among 
the interviews o f  volume 2 pages 9 3 3-184 3 , and volume 3 pages 1 859- 2 3 39 . The 
IDlloving beliefs have been divided into 5 subsect ions : ]  

(1) . LOVE : BRING BACK OR SEND AWAY 

10157 . You take the photograph and you take a new glass o f  water [new glass 
fl11ed with water ] and a new saucer , white saucer , and you t ake the photograph 
... you turn it ups ide down on top o f  [ agains t ]  the glass o f  water . You take a 
�1 red candle and you light it and write [ on new paper ] his name nine �t.es 

' + neath and write yours nine t imes on top , and you burn that [ candle] �hree 
d:-=s a day. 
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9 TIMES WOMAN WRITES ABSENT MAN ' S NAME ON NEW 
PARCHMENT PAPER - HER NAME OVER HIS 9 TIMES - THI S  
PAPER SHE LAYS UNDER NEW GLASS FILLED WITH WATER 
SHE THEN LEANS HIS PHOTO UPS IDE DOWN AGAINST GLASS 
HEAD DOWN FEET UP - FACING OUTWARD - IN FRONT OF 
GLASS WITH NAMES AND PHOTO - SHE SETS NEW WHITE 
SAUCER - IN WHICH SHE BURNS NEW RED CANDLE DAILY 
3 TIMES : 6 A . M. - 12 NOON - 6 P . M. - HE RETURNS 

(What ' ll that do ? )  
That is to bring him back , 
bring him to you .  
(Now I place the glass o f  
water and this pho tograph 
I turn it up s ide down? ) 
You hand [ l ean ] it up with 
the feet up [head down ] and 
the glass of water in the 
center o f  the pho tograph 

[ pho to centered agains t glas s ] and the name underneath it and the candle right 
in front of i t . The name is under the glass . You wri te the name nine times on 
a p iece o f  parchment paper , and nine times write yours on top . See , you always 
got yours on top and you go t him underneath you .  And put the paper under the 
saucer , and the water in the glas s , and the picture up s ide down . And you burn 
that candle three t imes a day - a red candle .  You burn it at six in the morn
ing , at twelve o ' clo ck [ noon ] , s ix in the evening ; only three t imes a day . [New 
Or i eans , La . , ( 804 ) , 112 9 : 1 . ] 

1015 8 .  (You can wet it either with drink [ al cohol ic ] or with perfume . )  
Per fume . 
( I  s ee , al l right . )  
They have this oil they call gerangement [ geranium ] o il . You use that to 

make him s t ay at home . 
(How do you use it now? ) 
Now you have to  take this and write his name on 

j us t  let it b e  a plain white p iece of paper - with 
a plain white p iece o f  p ap er 
about a tablespoonful o f  sugar, 

and now , you take his name 
and you write it nine t imes , 
and yours nine times , but 
always on the top - always 

ABSENT MAN ' S NAME SHE WRITES 9 TIMES - HERS ON TOP 
USE WHITE PAPER - LAY IN CLEAN WHITE SAUCER - COVER 
WITH WHITE SUGAR - ADD FEW DROPS OF GERANIUM OIL 
BUY 9 SMALL CANDLES - BURN ONE EACH DAY - HOLDING 
IT IN SAUCER BY PUNCHING ROUND HOLE THROUGH TOP 
OF ROUND CARDBOARD CONTAINER - BURN 1 CANDLE A DAY 
IF  HE DOES NOT RETURN WITHIN 9 DAYS - BURN THESE 
THINGS MAKING BIG BLAZE AND START ALL OVER AGAIN 

on the top of his ' n ,  and 
you get a white cl ean sau
cer - but let it b e  a white 
s aucer , and you put - you 
make a hole  in a p iece o f  
pas teboard top , j us t  a 

round [hole ] that the candle can hold in i t  because it l iable  to fall . Then you 
take that sugar and you p ut that name and cover that name with the sugar . Then 
you p ut that gerangement oi Z on top of it - it ' s very expens ive . You put that 
gerangement - it smells wonder ful . You buy nine wax candles - that pure white 
candle - and you uses that . Then you take that white candle in them nine days 
and you use it . Now in the ninth day , if you don ' t see the changement in the 
ninth day , you burns this whole thing out and it makes a blaz e .  But it always -
put it in a pan that i t  won ' t set no thing afire . That ' s in the ninth day . 

Now , in the ninth day , it ' l l  make the d ifference in the ninth day - guarantee 
you . Don ' t care if you in New York or  wheresomever you [ are] , you going to come 
back here . That thing will make you come back . It smell s  wonderful but it make 
you come back . Now , in that ninth day - don ' t cease to wo rry you - you kin tell 
when somep in [ is ]  on the way because you feel al l frightened and all worried and 
s carey , but that s omeone is on the way coming . And then , in the future , when you 
hear s omebody knocking to your doo r and call ing you quick , to see whsomever it is 
that ' s coming - cause I have d id it . And dere ' s a man - it was in Kentucky - and 
I have did it . And I was so s cared that I didn ' t know what was the mat ter . I 
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hadn ' t seen him atall and was wait ing for him for money and couldn ' t get nuthin . 
And when that man come , the woman come acro st and say , "Julia , there ' s somebody , 
quick , want a see yuh . "  And all that evenin ' I was ironin ' . I j us t  wasn ' t ab le 
to  do anything b e cause I knew dere somep in wrong , and when I made it to  the door , 
dere was the man . 

I was so glad and happy to see him that I didn ' t know what to do . Well , when 
he came , he says , "Well , you lookin ' al l right . "  I says , "Yes , I ' m lookin ' fine . "  
I says , "Well , how are you? " He says , "All right . "  He says , "Well , ah think ah 
come b ack to s t ay . " Ah says , "Yeah , well , that ' s wonder ful . "  I had a roomin ' 
house and I was going with him then . He said , "All right . "  I say s , "Well , how 
did you enj oy your trip ? "  He says , "Fine . " When that man left and went on [ left 
me again ] , I rep eated it over again . I t ' s exp ensive . They gives you that much 
[ demons trates ] for a dime . 

(This oil . Well , now , this oil , it ' s o il o f  geranium i s  i t ? ) 
GePangement oi l .  
(GePangement oi l .  You mean it ' s the same name as that flower that grows in 

pot s , that has r e d  flower s on  i t  and p ink flowers .  The same name as that ? )  
I t ' s a gePangement , yes . I t  makes a little r e d  flowers and things , certainly 

does . 
(Al l right . )  [New Orleans , La . , ( 8 7 4 ) , 1435 : ? ]  
101 5 9 .  An ' a woman want s her ole man b ack for love , she ' ll burn a blue candle. 

Vell , she put that [ candle ]  in molasses an ' his name - if a colored person [b lack 
strap ] molasses an ' his name - on it nine t imes , an ' hers on top , under that sau-

SHE BRINGS MAN BACK BY WRITING HI S NAME 9 TIMES 
HERS ON TOP 9 TIMES - LAYING PAPER UNDER PLATE 
ON PLATE SHE S TANDS BLUE CANDLE CIRCLED BY BLACK 
l'llLAS SES - SHE BURNS CANDLE WHENEVER SHE WANT S TO 

cer see with the blue candl e 
[ s tanding and burning on top 
o f  the saucer ] .  That brings 
him b ack . 
(How long does she burn that 
and when? ) 

Vell , she kin keep that candle burning [ as long as and whenever she wants to ] .  
That ' s for her husb and or man . [New Orleans , La . , ( 8 1 4 ) , 1147 : 5 . ] 

1 016 0 .  I know what you can do . Well , they burns a candle for that [ to bring 
a man b ack ] . 

(How? ) 
Well , they burns a candle and writes his name 

times thataway [ demonstrates ] and burn a candle .  
nine t imes thisaway and nine 

And I ' ll guarantee he ' ll come 

WRITE MAN ' S NAME IN FORM OF A C ROS S 
9 TIMES ONE WAY AND 9 TIMES ACRO S S  
BURN WHITE O R  BLUE CANDLE 9 DAYS 

nine times , thi s way and that way [ I  
Nine this way and nine acro s s . 

home . 
(Well , now what kind o f  a candle do they 
burn? ) 
They burn ordinary candles , white or  blue . 
(White or b lue . And they write his name 

demonstrate ] . ) 

(I  see , they wri t e  it nine one way and then acro s s  i t  nine times . [The name s 
are in the form o f  a cro s s ] . When do they burn that candle? ) 

They burn the candle nine days . 
(Nine days . And any sp ecial time during the day ? ) 
No , j us t  the nine days ; nine times night and [ o r ]  day . [New Orleans , La . , 

(782) t 1 08 3 : 3 . 1 
10161 . Yo ' ll  git de graveyard dirt , yo ' undahstand , o f fa person dat ' s died 

bad . Yo ' ll  git de graveyard dirt an ' yo ' ll git red cayenne pepp ah , hot as yo ' 
kin git it  [ this means buy it from a hoodoo shop ! ] .  Yo ' ll git chew nine nail s 
an '  yo ' ll put in dere . An ' yo ' ll  go tub work an ' yo ' ll  put dere name . Yo ' put 
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it down nine t imes on a p iece o f  papah , but den yo ' 
ahead of it . See . No , heah [ demons trates ] yo ' put 

YOUR NAME WRITE 9 TIMES - AFTER IT VICTIM ' S NAME 
9 TIMES CROSSED - ON THEM 9 NAILS - DIRT FROM WICKED 
GRAVE - RED PEPPER - SNUFF - YELLOW OF EGG - MIX 
REMOVE NAILS - MAKE POWDER OF REMAINING MATERIAL 
SCATTER AT VI CTIM ' S HOUSE FOR CONFUSION - SECOND : 
WRITE HIS NAME ALL OVER BLACK CANDLE - ST ICK 9 NEW 
NEEDLES INTO IT - CUT OFF WI CK - MAKE NEW ONE ON 
BOTTOM - L I GHT - CALLED "BURNING CANDLE UP SIDE DOWN" 
BURN 9 DAYS - TORMENTS VICTIM - DRIVES HIM AWAY 

put chure name [ 9  t imes ] on 
chur e name ' cuz yo ' re makin ' 

dem people go . Yo ' l l  go 
tuh work an ' wr ite his 
name nine time s an ' yo ' l l  
write it cros s , yo ' undah
s tand . 
[His name is no t written 
acro s s  her name , which is 
written one below the 
o ther in a column . His 
name , fol lowing her column, 
is written either in the 

form o f  an X or a cross  + , one name cr os s ing the other ; or el se his name the 
fir s t  t ime is wr itten normally behind her fifth name . Then the paper is turned 
ups ide down and his s econd name written acro s s  fir s t  one e t c . Var ious ways of 
cros s ing names and wr it ing them up s ide down are given in HOODOO. ] 

An ' den yo ' ll go tuh work an ' yo ' ll git nine nails an ' yo ' ll wrap it up in 
dere , tenpennies [nails ] ,  an ' yo ' l l  g it cayenne peppah an ' yo ' ll git snuff . Yo ' 
know , whut de people use in dey mouth . Yo ' git a yallah of  a aig . Yo ' mixe s 
al l dat up tuhgether , yo ' see . Al l dat ' s ingredients tuh make ' em go , yo ' see . 
An ' den yo ' l l  wrap dat all up tuhgether , see . Den if yo ' kin go tuh work an ' 
make it lak a powdah , make dat lak a powdah . Dat ' s tuh sprinkle in de hous e . 
I t ' s tuh spr inkle in de hous e an ' dat ' l l  keep a confus ion in dere an ' he kin no t 
stay .  

Den yo ' l l  burn a black candle . Yo ' l l  turn it upside down [by cut t ing o f f  the 
no rmal wick and making a new wick on the b ot tom of the candle ] .  An ' yo ' put nine 
new needles in dere , yo ' see an ' his name on de top . Write it all ovah all arou� 
it . Jis ' write his name al l aroun ' on dat candle .  Den yo ' buPn i t  upside down 
fa ' nine days . 

(What ' ll that do ? )  
Dat ' l l  run him away , git h im outa de hous e . He don ' wanta s ee dat hous e any 

mo ' . [Al giers , La . , ( 1602) , 3024 : 1 . ] 
10162 . Take his photograph and turn i t  up bot tom [ ups ide down ] to the [ l ook

ing ]  glas s and burn the candles , nine of them ; claim if you ' s in Europe that 

WOMAN TURNS ABSENT MAN ' S PHOTO UPS IDE DOWN 
TO FACE AND LEAN AGAINST MIRROR - SC RATCHES 
HER NAME 9 TIMES AT TOP OF CANDLE - HI S NAME 
UNDER 9 TIMES - SETS CANDLE BEFORE MIRROR AND 
PHOTO - BURNS 9 DAYS - HE WILL RETURN IN 9 DAYS 

woul d br ing you back . 
(How would you do that ? )  

With a candle . Put your name 
on it nine t imes - put mine on 
top and write yours up to mine . 
And turn you [ in pho tograph ] 
up , bot toms ide up [ ups ide down ] 

to the looking glas s . 
back . 

And b urn the candl e  for nine day s . That ' l l  bring you 

(I s ee . )  [New Orleans , La . , (87 7 ) , 1439 : 3 . ] 
10163 . You kin make a tab l e  [ altar ] with that [ r i t e ]  you see . You unders tand , 

that ' s if  it ' s something that chao want , well you kin make a table with that . You 
kin , that is , if it ' s for you to make a sacr ifice , something that you want . Well , 
git chao three candles ,  you put the picture - you fold the picture up you under
s tand . 

(This p icture of  the Lord ? ) 
Th is picture o f  the Lord . That ' s r ight . 
(On the table? ) 
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O n  the tab le .  That ' s right . An ' then you make i t  like a rainbow [ a  semi-
c ircle ] . You put one candle - you git three candles . You make [ place ] one r ight 

ON TABLE ALTAR ARRANGE 3 CANDLES RAINBOW LIKE 
ACTUALLY THIS I S  A TRIANGLE . · .  NOT SEMICIRCLE 
FOLD UP LORD ' S PICTURE AND LAY WITHIN TRIANGLE 
ACTUALLY DESIGN IS MORE FREQUENT WITH 4 POINTS 
OBJECT WITHIN - 5TH POINT - CREATING A QUINCUNX 
MAKE A WI SH - SAYING A PRAYER - THE 2 3RD P SALM 
KNEEL AND REPEAT LORD ' S  P RAYER - LIGHT CANDLES 
DO THI S AT 6 IN THE MORN ING OR 6 OR 9 AT NIGHT 

here , an ' one r ight around here, 
an ' let it [ candles ] come aroun' 
l ike a rainbow . An '  you make 
you a wis h  f o '  wha '  choo want , 
an ' you s ay a prayer . You say , 
The Lord is my shepherd, I shaU 
no t want , the 23rd Psalm . You 
say that P salm an ' then you get 
·down an ' repeat the Lord ' s 
P rayer for what you want . Yo ' 

make a wis h  with these three candles . Then you let them burn plumb on out • • •  
r ight in front o f  the Lord ' s picture • • •  You do this about 6 o ' clock in the morn
ing or 6 o ' clock in the evening or 9 o ' clock at night . [Memphis , Tenn. ,  (960 , 
excellent , hoodoo woman , my rap id hand trans cription o f  cylinder mis sed by my 

MAN ' S NAME WOMAN WRITES 3 TIME S ON PAPER - ON 
THEM HER NAME 3 TIMES - IN FRONT OF THEM SHE 
S TANDS PINK CANDLE ROLLED IN SUGAR - BURNS IT 
WEDNESDAYS AND FRIDAYS 7 TO 9 - MORNING AND 
NIGHT - BRINGING HIM BACK MAY TAKE HER 2 WEEKS 

trans criber ) , 1544 : 10 . ] 
1016 4 . Take a p ink candle .  
(One p ink candle? ) 
One p ink candle and roll i t  in 
s ugar and light it , and burn 
from seven to nine j us t  on 
Wednesdays . In the morning and 

at night do the same thing . And on Fridays , on the same hour with that pink 
candle , that candle is placed o n  that , in front o f  tho se names . 

(How do you wr ite the se names , j us t  one name? ) 
No , wr ite the man ' s name three times and yours three times on top of his ' n .  
( I  s ee . ) 
And that will bring him back . 
(P lace this  candle on top o f  tha t paper? ) 
Burn i t  in front o f  that paper and burn it on those name s [ not actually on 

top o f  names ] .  
(And that will bring him back? ) 
Ye s . 
(You only burn that candle twice , on Wedne sday and Fr iday? You don ' t  burn it  

any longer than that? ) 
No . 
(How long do you burn that candle? ) 
You use it - s ome kind o f  spec ial candles [ for bringing back person] and in 

doing that you burn one candle or two . Or I hear that you • • •  it ' ll  burn [ a  cer
tain length o f  time? ] .  

(You burn it until he come s back? ) 
Until he come s back . ' Co ' se yo ' know , it don ' t always - see , sometime s it ' ll  

be , sometime it ' s two weeks . 
(But you only can burn it on Wedne sday and Friday? ) 

On Wednesday and Fr iday . 
(I unders tand . All r ight . )  [Vicksbur g ,  Mis s . ,  ( 7 5 5 ) , 1031 : 8 . ] 
10165 . I f  yo ' go t a gurl - it ' s dis way . Ah got a gurl an ' s he runned away 

from me . She done le f ' me . She ' s gone . Well , lak [ I ] say , dere 's a tot ta watah 
' �en heah an ' New Yawk . Say she ' s gone tub New Yawk . She j es ' j tDDped up an ' 

lef '  me an ' ah haven ' t did anythin ' tub ' er an ' want ' er b ack . She won ' come 
back tub me by wr itin ' tub ' er . 

All r ight . Ah go tub de drug s to ' an ' ah gi ts me a 1 5-cents blue candle . 
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Take de same nails an ' needles an ' put in dat . 
(How do you put them in there now? How many do  you get? ) 
A nickel wuth of  ten-penny nail . Put eight nails , an '  de whole papah of  

needles , an ' ab out eight big p ins . Yo ' git dem ovahsize s ti�ky pins yo ' know , 

8 NAILS - PAPER OF NEEDLES - 8 BIG  P INS - ALL NEW 
IN SAUCER OF WATER - OVER SAUCER TURN FACE DOWN 
P IECE OF MIRROR - ON TOP OF MIRROR SET BLUE CANDLE 
AFTER OLD WICK CUT OFF - NEW ONE PUT AT BOTTOM 
MAKE WI SHES - START BURNING CANDLE FROM TEN TO 
TWENTY- FIVE MINUTES - SHE WRITES WITHIN 25 DAYS 

dem ovahs ize one . Some 
packages dey sell two fa ' 
a nickel . Dey are d e  small 
size . An ' de lar ge package 
it ' s got one long one dat 
way ; dey s ells dem one fa ' 
a nickel . Yo ' git chew a 
piece o f  lookin ' -glas s lak 

dat an ' yo ' turn de part  dat chew look it , an ' git chew a s aucah o f  watah or git 
chew a bowl or cream s aucah , or anything dat will hold watah . Den turn dat 
[ looking ] glas s down ovah dat way . Take dat candle an ' take de end of  it which 
yo ' is gonna s e t  down ,  take a match an ' li ght it dat way . Don ' li ght de top part 
whe re de s tem is ; li ght de b o t tom part an ' put i t  on dat glas s .  

(Wi th the top part downward? ) 
Yessuh , on top of  de glas s , an ' let it set  dere an ' make yuh wishes fa ' hi t .  

But yo ' s t art  hit a t  ten minutes an ' burn i t  fa ' twenty-five . In twenty-five 
[ d ays ? ] yo ' receive a let tah from her , to s end aftah her or s end her t i cket . 
She ' s on her way b ack tuh yo ' . [ New O rleans , L a . , ( 1566) , 286 7 : 4 . ] 

10166 . I f  yo ' wanta bring a person b ack - lak a man is away f rom his wi fe 
an ' yo ' wants tuh bring him b ack - well de way ah us e .  Ah takes dere name three 
times an '  put ' er name three times , an ' git rose water , orange blos som an ' Jockey 

WRITE ABSENT MAN ' S NAME 3 TIMES - HERS 3 TIMES 
ON TOP OF HIS - PUT THIS PAPER IN GLASS BOTTLE 
ADD 3 PERFUMES : ROSE  WATER - ORANGE BLOS SOM 
JOCKEY CLUB COLOGNE - ADD 5 THINGS : 3 LUMP S OF 
WHITE SUGAR CRUSHED - HONEY - WHITE LODESTONE 
HE AND SHE - QUICKSILVER - STEEL DUST - ALL IN 
BOTTLE - ITS HEAD TO FRONT DOOR BRINGS MAN BACK 
OR NAMES FORM A CROSS  - LAY IN GLAS S  OF HONEYED 
HOLY WATER - LIGHT BLUE OR WHITE CANDLE - P RAY 
BURN CANDLE 1 HOUR AT 6 A . M .  AND NOON - 7 DAYS 

[ demons trates ] .  Well , yo ' put de haid dat-away 
(The head is  pointing into the house? ) 

Club Co logne [ for 3 perfumes 
see p . 7 29 , v . l ]  yo ' know whut 
dat is , honey , crushed sugah , 
white , three lumps , an ' put i t  
i n  dey b o t tle . White lodes tone , 
a she an ' a he one , yo ' knows 
dat . A b all of quicks ilver an ' 
a teaspoonful o f  s tee l dus t .  
Dat ' s tuh return ' im. An '  yo ' 
put it in de glas s b o t tle an ' 
s e t  i t  up - put de haid to 
[ cork in ] . Dis is de front do ' 

tuh come in . Dat is  to come . 

Int o de hous e . Dat ' s fa ' tuh return de man b ack . 
(On this piece o f  paper on which you wrote the names , you wrote his name three 

times and hers three times on top of each name? ) 
On top of  his ' n .  
(That is  to bring him back . ) 
[ This rite can be  done another way . ] 
Well , yo ' take de names an ' write it de s ame way . Yo ' take d e  name an ' yo ' 

write it three t imes an ' dey [woman ' s ]  name on top . An '  den yo ' cross de woman ' s 
name on top an '  den yo ' put yore candle an ' yore honey , an ' yore names in a glas s . 
It supposed tuh b e  used in a glas s an ' holy watah wi th prayers . 

(What sort o f  candle do  you us e? ) 
Well , yo ' kin use a white one or  b lue one , anything but a b lack candle or a 

red one . 
(Do you burn that candle any sp ecial time or anything? ) 
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Yes , an hour . Yo ' light it  s ix a ' clock in de mawnin ' an hour an ' den yo ' put 
it  out . Yo ' light it at twelve a ' clock ag ' in an ' dat hour , an ' at one a ' clock 
yo ' put it out . Den three a ' clock till fo ' , den yo ' put it out . 

(You do that j us t  one day? ) 
No , no , yo ' do dat about seven days . 
( In putting these names down on the paper , do you put his name down firs t ? ) 
Yo ' put his name down fir s t  if yo ' af tah bringin ' ' im . 
(Her name is over that? ) 
On top o f  his ' n .  [Algier s , La . , ( 1 584 ) ,  2 9 5 2 : 3 . ]  
101 6 7 . (Tell me s omething more about burning these candles . How do they burn 

these  candles ? Give me an illus trat ion . )  
Well , you burn those candles - they got different ones they burn . Now , for 

to make you die , you get a black one . To have luck and s uccesses , you get a pink 
one [ l uck ] and a blue one [ s ucces s ] . And a blue one will make your man come back 

BLUE CANDLE FOR SUCCESS AND BRINGING BACK MAN 
WRITE MAN ' S NAME - SUGAR ON NAME - HONEY BETTER 
FOLD TO YOU - LAY IN SAUCER - DROP HOT WAX ON 
IN WAX STAND UP CANDLE - DO ALL THIS SECRETLY 
THESE CANDLES ARE SMALL - BUY 9 - USE 1 EACH DAY 
I F  MAN FAILS TO RETURN IN 9 DAYS - BUY 9 MORE 
EVERYTHING DONE P ROPERLY - MAN COME S IN 9 DAYS 

to you , if he ' s gone . 
(Tell me how you do - j ust how 
you burn it . Do you know how 
you handle that ? ) 
Yes . You take that candle and 
you put it in a saucer or 
s omething and you put a lit tle 
s ugar . You take some sugar 
and you take a p iece o f  paper 

or el se - but honey is the bes t .  Honey i s  bet ter than sugar because honey is 
sweeter than s ugar . And you put it in a s aucer and you have that man ' s name 
down . And when you fold it , don ' t fold it from you ,  you fold it t o  you . And 
you p ut that candl e there . Well , when that candle burn out , well , you see 
hit ' l l spread all over there , you see.  And you put it  where nobody won ' t see 
it . You burn that candle l ike today , the next d ay he ' ll come if he don ' t  stay 
no more than [ I  interrupt ] -

( Do you put this honey in the saucer ? ) 
In the - in the - look [ demonstrate s ] : you put the p iece of paper in the sau

cer . You put , you know his name is on it , the paper ; you put the paper down 
first in the s aucer . You put the honey [ demonstrates ] .  

(On t op of  the paper . )  
On top o f  the paper and you fold it  over like you fold a napkin , and you set 

the candle right up there . 
(Down in the honey? ) 

Yeah , but you see - yeah , down in the honey ; but you see , the paper is fold , 
you know. 

(Before you put the honey there? ) 
Yeah , and you take piece of  the candle - you take the candle and you let it 

drip . Let some of this wax drip on the paper so hit can stick . Well ,  stick it 
[candl e ]  ther e .  Now , when that ' s burn out , well y o u  go  get another one [ candle ] 
and you do the same . Well , you have his name in that [ folded paper sweetened 
vith honey ] . That ' s to sweeten him. 

(Well , how often can you burn that candle? Or when? ) 
Yell , you burn it , the candl e ,  for nine days and in nine days he ' ll be back 

to you , you see ; but you burn it every day - you see , every day . 
(All day long? ) 
All day long . Or , when that one go out , you burn another one . You see? You 

bay you - well , you say ,  wel l , I ' ll buy me [ candles ] .  I f  you buy you nine can
dles ,  well [use them] long as those  candles burn out ; but when you ain ' t got 
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no more , you go get some more for nine days . And when that - he ' ll b e  back in 
the nine days , ' fore the nine days . [New Orleans , La . , (826a ) , 120 9 : 5 . ] 

10168 . Well , you can git those  mounds , the b lue and brown ones , and git the 
holy incense .  Now she ' ll go to work and git sugar and a little alum , and start 

HOLY TAPER - HOLY INCENSE - HOLY WATER : ARE RELATED 
TO HOLY CANDLES - TAPER IS FLOAT ON OIL IN COLORED 
GLASS CONTAINERS : RED - BLUE - GREEN - RAI SED ABOVE 
EYE LEVEL - INCENSE COMES GRANULATED OR IN MOLD S IN 
SHAPES LIKE CONE OR 3- OR 4 SIDED PYRAMIDS = MOUNDS 
TAKE 3 SUBSTANCE S :  ALUM - CINNAMON - SUGAR - SCRUB 
FROM BACK THROUGH HOUSE TO FRONT AND EMPTY AT STEP S 
SHE RINSES WITH 3 :  CLEAR WATER - HOLY WATER - SUGAR 
THEN LIGHT HOLY TAPER - SET IN MIDDLE OF WINDOW AN 
HOUR EVERY NI GHT - I F  HE SEES IT - HE WILL RETURN 
AFTER HE RETURNS SHE USES 3 :  JOCKEY CLUB - NO MORE 
THAN 1 5  CANDIES OF DI FFERENT COLORS - LO VE BOUQUET 

at the back o f  the house 
and s crub all the way 
through to the front . And 
b e  sure tha t you take a 
sufficient amount to  come 
all the way through ; and 
have enough to pour all the 
way round her s tep s . And 
then , when she do that , 
then she take some clear 
water with sugar and put 
s ome holy water in that , 
and wrench [ rinse ] it o ff 
with that light [lightly ] .  

Then when she gets that finished , why she ' ll light a taper , a holy tap er . Take 
a chance and set  it j es ' direct in the middle of the window ; if she possib ly can 
get it and let it burn for one hour every night . And if he is anywhere close , 
he will come back t o  her . 

Now , if she ' s havin ' a lit tle trouble an ' she can ' t depend on that to  hold 
him ; you see , if he ' s been gone b efore - now when he comes back now , she mus t 
get s ome Jockey Club per fume , and leave the candies [ used on a cake ] in the room . 
Get those candies and you put them into that . She take , put about a half ounce 
o f  the Jockey Club and a half ounce of Lov e B�que t , and put about no more than 
15 o f  the lit tle candies [ used on a cake ] and b e  sure every one is a different 
color [ ! ] .  An ' when he comes , b e  very careful , and she ' ll rub him along - rub 
it all down him ; j us t  love him up and rub it all over . He may want to  go but 
every time he s tart out , he will turn around and go back again . [ The preceding 
word taper s ometimes means candle .  The scrub water in this rite is one of the 
many many different  " scrub s "  of New Orleans given in HOODOO . The colors of the 
15 candies are mixed varieties , no t 15 separate colors . ]  [ New Orleans , La . , 
( somewhere b e tween 802 and 804 ) , 1125 : 1 . ] 

10169 . If  you want to b r ing a woman back home t o  you , after she done left you 
and - you want to get her back home . Now , you take her name , and you take you 

TO BRING WOMAN BACK HOME - WRITE HER NAME 
CROSS  THROUGH HER NAME 2 PINS LIKE AN " X" 

BURN A RED CANDLE ON I T  9 DAY S 

two p ins , j us t  fix them like this 
here . Jus t  cro s s  it like a " X" you 
see ; right over her name , you see . 
And you burns it with a candle , you 
see . You b urn that for nine days 

and in nine days that woman ' ll come back home to you . 
(What do you burn , a white candle? ) 

No , burn a red candle .  Red candle i s  - b lack candle i s  evil , red candle and 
white candles is all good ones . You see , b rings her home . [New Orleans , La . , 

TO RID HERSELF OF HUSBAND - SHE PUT HI S PI CTURE 
UNDER BED - IN FRONT O F  IT FOLDED TOGETHER WERE 

HIS HAIR - BERGAMOT - VINEGAR - SALT - BLACK PEPPER 
SHE KEPT A SMALL WHITE TAPER BURNING BEFORE IT 

( 8 2 3 ) ' 1193 : 2 . ] 
10170 . A friend o f  mine 
wanted tuh git rid o f  her 
husband an ' she wuz in love 
with ano thah man at de same 
time , an ' so she took his 

p icture , her husban ' s p ic ture , an ' she had s ome bergamot an ' vinegah , salt an ' 



- Hoodoo - Conj uration - Wi tchcraft - Rootwork - 3 9 5 9  

pepp ah - j es ' ordinary b lack pepp ah . And she kept i t  undah h i s  bed . 
(What did she do with the se ingredients ? ) 
Had them all t ogethe r , fo lded t o gethah , an ' even a p iece of his hair . An ' she 

folded that together an ' she lighted a candle an ' kept that burnin ' undah his bed. 
(The candle burning under his bed? ) 
Yessuh , l i t t le small tapers  - white ones , very small . As soon as one would 

go out , she ' d  light the othah one . She kep t a boxful , yo ' know , continually . 
An '  finally he le ft . [ S ome of  the small tapers or candles are about the s ize of  
an old-fashioned wooden match . ] [New Or leans , La . , (1563) , 2842 : 9 . ] 

( 2 ) . I F  SOMEONE I S  BURNING CANDLES AGAINST YOU 

10171 . Light candles - it ' s  a white and b lue candle , see . And they burn from 
seven o ' clock ' t i l l  nine - that ' s  the white one . They ' ll light the blue one , 
they ' ll burn it from nine ' t ill three in the evening . The red one , they ' ll burn 

3 CANDLES BURNED : 
WHI TE ONE 7 A . M.  TO 9 A . M. 
BLUE ONE 9 A . M. TO 3 P . M. 
RED ONE 3 P . M. TO 9 P . M. 
P INCH OUT - NOT BLOW OUT 
BURNED HARD CAUS ES ILLNESS 

it from three ' till nine at night . 
[Three candles are used : red , white and blue. ] 
(From three in the afternoon unt i l  nine at night ? )  
Yas suh .  They say that ' s  t o  draw [ customers ] .  That' s 
for  luck in de house , see . 
(Do they burn them separately or together or what ? )  

No , no ! They burn one a t  d e  t ime , j est like I light 
the white one this mo rning . We ll , you see. I burn 

dat ' t i l l  nine . We l l , then I ' ll p ut hit out . Then I ' ll light the green [blue ] 
one and burn it ' till three this evening , and then I ' ll p inch i t  o ut . Then I ' ll 
li ght the red one this evening [ afternoon ] at three o ' clock and I ' ll burn it ' till 
nine tonight , and then I ' ll p inch it out [ candles are not blown out ] . Well . I 
won ' t burn no more ' t i l l  tomorrow.  See , that ' s  burning it too hard. See .  you ' ll 
burn so hard that way ' till they [ cus tomers ] take sick from i t .  [Vicksburg .  

SET BLUE CANDLE I N  SAUCER - LIGHT BETWEEN 6 AND 9 
IN MORNING - BURN UNTIL I T  GOES OUT - PERSON FOR 
WHOM CANDLE INTENDED - "PUT CHEW IN TERRIBLE BAD" 

Mis s . , ( 7 35 ) , 1004 : 5 . ] 
101 7 2 . Burn a blue candle . 
Dey set de blue candle - yo ' 
know , j is '  put it in a saucer 
an ' light i t .  
(Do they light i t  at any par

ticular t ime? Or burn it for any particular length of  t ime ? ) 
Dey burn it till  it burns out , b ut chew light it  between s i x  an '  nine in de 

mawnin ' . Let it burn till it burns out . 
(What wi l l  that do then to me , i f  that ' s  done to 
Dat ' ll put chew in terrible b ad .  Everything yo ' 

me? ) 
undertake to do yo ' ll fai l .  

[Memphis , Tenn • •  (925) , When yo ' think yo ' re goin ' up yo ' ll fall back down . 

NAME OF VI CTIM ON RED OR BLACK CANDLE 
BURN EVERY DAY TO MAKE S I CK OR TO HARM 

one 
write 
dat . 

an ' w ' ats omevah mah name i s , i f  he 
mah name on dat . Den he ' l l burn a 

(And then what happens ? )  

1502 : 5 . ] 
101 7 3 . [ I  know something ] on that charm. 
(What kind o f  charm is it ? )  
Dey gits a red can ' le - s ome  gi ts a black 
wants tuh harm me . he ' ll take it an ' 
certain amoung every day . Somep in like 

Jis ' accordin ' tuh w ' at dey want tuh do tuh yuh . I f  dey wan ' a  make yuh s ick • • • 
[This i s  dif ferent from the us ual headache caused by candle burning on you , s e e  
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p . 8 34 , v . l and els ewhere . ]  [New Orleans , La . , ( 7 8 7 ) , 109 8 : 4 . ] 

STAND LIGHTED RED CANDLE IN FRONT OF PHOTO 
TURNED UP SIDE DOWN UNDER BED AND FACING WALL 

Tenn . , ( 9 60 , excellent , hoodoo woman , my rapid 
mi s s ed by my t rans criber) , 1 546 : 1 . ] 

10174 . To run crazy , s t and pic
ture up s ide down behind bed , face 
to  wall , light candle , red , burn 
"plum out " - make wi s h .  [Memphis , 
hand trans cript ion o f  cylinder 

1017 5 .  Now , that like i f  s omeone that they want t o  kill ' em ,  get ' em out 
chore way . You s tick this black candle wi th 9 bran ' -new needles , the darke s t  

hou� o f  the day , 4 o ' clock in 
the mawnin ' ,  an ' make yore wi sh , 
see . An ' burn that candle ev ' ry 
9 days till that happens • • •  an ' 

BLACK CANDLE - 9 NEW NEEDLE S IN - BURN 9 DAYS 
DARKE ST ROOM - DARKE ST HOUR - DARKE ST DEED 

yo ' let the room • • •  you put it in real dark room. Le t the room be real dark . 
[Memphis Tenn . , ( 9 6 0  hoodoo woman , excellent , my rapid hand t rans crip t ion o f  
cylinder mi s s ed b y  my t rans criber) , 1 54 5 : 1 . ] 

101 7 6 . A bird ' s nes t - a person can take s ome 
that bird ' s  nes t , you s ee .  And take s ome o f  that 

OBTAIN EMPTY BIRD NE ST - IN IT PUT PERSON ' S HAI R 
BIRD FEATHERS - CANDLE [ UPRIGHT IN DRINKING GLAS S ]  
LATTER BURN 1 HOUR EACH MORNING 9 DAYS = HEADACHE 

o f  your hair and put it in 
bird ' s feathers and put that 

in there and then take your 
hair and put it in there . 
And then every , every morn-

AND FLIGHT - SNUFF AND HOT PEPPER INC REASES TROUBLE 
ing they take and set  a 
light [ candle ] right in 
there [ the nes t ]  but no t 

burn the nes t . Jus t take that light and set  that light in there [ in a drinking 
glas s ] . And if  they want to do you harm , get you s ome coarse snuf f [ o f t en lea f 
o f  dried tobacco rubbed in hands ] s ome ho t pepper [ sauce ]  and put i t  in ther e . 
And b urn a light on it  fo r nine mornings - you s e e , one hour for [ each ] nine 
days . [New Orleans , La . , (834) , 12 5 5 : 5 . ] 

1017 7 . Burn de candles ever other mornin ' . 
(You burn thes e candles every other morning? )  
Ever other mornin ' .  You burn ' em from s even until nine for nine mornings 

like dat - ever other morning for nine mornings . 

BURN PINK CANDLE EVERY OTHER MORNING 7 TO 9 
9 MORNINGS - FOR INFLUENCE AND P ROTECTION 

( From s even in the morning unt il 
nine in the morning? )  
Yes . 
( I  s ee .  And what el s e  d o  you do? ) 

You j es '  burn de candles from s even until nine . 
(What is  that suppos ed to  do ? )  
Well , dat ' s  j es '  suppos ed t o  gain influence wi t people and i f  anybody t ryin ' 

[ t o ]  harm you , or  to  keep anybody from harmin ' you . 
( I  s ee .  Well , do you burn any special color or anything o f  that sort ? )  
Us e a pink . [Vicksburg , Mi s s . ,  ( 7 1 7 ) , 9 88 : 2 . ] 
10178 . I t  also  is said  that if  any evil things coming around a t  night also , 

i f  you keep tho s e  candles burning all night long by your door , an ' that will als o  
proj ect [ ej ect ] the evil o f  [ from ] the hous e .  

AGAIN ST EVIL THINGS AT NIGHT - BURN CANDLE S 
ALL NIGHT - ONE AT BACK DOOR - ONE AT FRONT 

(Well , how would they burn those 
candles ?  What kind o f  candles 
would they burn? ) 
Well , the y burn one to  the front 

an ' one to  the back , of the ent eries [ ent rances ] o f  the hous e , right in de middle 
of the hallway ; very small candle , no t a large one . Tha t will also pro t ec t  [you 
agains t ]  the evils of the hous e .  An ' also will make the family live in harmony 
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an '  in peace wi th each other . [ S t .  Petersburg , Fla . , ( 9 8 3 ) , 1591 : 11 . ] 

3961 

101 79 . Yo ' couldn ' t  zakly 
[ exactly ]  make de candle go 

MAGIC 3 :  RED PEPPER - SALTPETER - JOHN DE CONKAH out , but chew could fix i t  
TIE UP IN RAG AN D  WEAR AGAINST CANDLE HEADACHE so i t  wouldn ' t  do yo ' no harm . 

(How would you do that ? )  
Gi t chew some red peppah , 

sal tpeter , tie i t  up in a rag an ' a l i ' l piece o f  roo t dey call John de Conkah 
roo t , an ' yo ' weah dat in yuh pocke t .  An ' dey couldn ' t hurt yo ' no way . [Mobile , 

Ala . , ( 701) , 9 51 : 7 . ] 
UNDERGARMENT WORN WRONGS IDE OUT AGAINST CANDLE 10180 . S ome people say tub weah 

a garment . Yuh piece nex ' tub 
yuh , pull it o f f  an ' turn i t  wrongside out [and wear i t  that way ] . Dey do say 
dat will put ' em out . 

(Put these candles out tha t they are burning for you . ) [Mobile , Ala . , ( 69 8 ) , 
948 : 5 . ] 

10181 . Wel l ,  someone says yo ' kin take three matches and put in de top o f  
your head , cross ' em - thr ee o r  four matches . Wear them i n  d e  mole o f  your head . 

Some says that will put ' em 
CROSS 3 OR 4 LIVE MAT CHE S ON HEAD AGAINST CANDLE out . 

(These candles out . ) [Here 
are some o f  the ways to cros s 3 matches � or 4 � to make these rimles s
wheel rites we have me t be fore : see 3 � and � 6 spoke wheel , No . 5 7 2 0 , 
p . 2 91 9 ; 3 hairs cro s s ing 3 hairs , No . 6055 , p . 2 9 8 7 ; six-point s tar like a wheel , 
No . 8214 , p . 344 7 ; c ro s s  marks 9 in No . 8540 , p . 3515 ; 2 cros sed keys , No . 8900 , 
p . 361 6 ; wheel wi th rim No . 8946 , p . 3 6 3 2 ; and c ros s diagram No . 9 365 , p . 3 7 5 6 , v . 4 ;  
and 3 names cross ing No . l0206 , p . 3 9 6 8  . ]  [Mob ile , Ala . , ( 705) , 9 6 8 : 11 . ] 

10182 . [ I f  someone is  trying to ] hurt you . You kin take and go to the 
druggi s t  and get a dirt , a dus t out of it [ the s tore ] , but they [ seller ] never 

knows what that dus t is -
GREEN POWDER FROM HOODOO DRUG STORE PUT S OUT CANDLES 

kin ge t a dus t that i s  called "magne t" dus t .  Hi t ' s • • •  
(Magne sia? ) 

they never know what you 
ge t ting it fur . But you 

Yes , sir , magnes ia dus t .  It ' s kind of green , see . Well , you - every time 
they s tar t to burn that candle , you know i t ,  see , becaus e your mind will follow 
to [will be  upon ] ' em .  Wel l , you take that dus t and you use i t  around in your 
house and that candle [wherever it is ] wi l l  go out . 

( I  see . Well , what kind o f  dus t do you call that ? )  
Magnesia dus t .  
(Magnesia dus t . ) [ Could the name have been magne tic ? ]  [Vicksburg , Miss . ,  

(735) ' 1004 : 6 . ] 
10183 . I f  they ' re burning a candle on you , you burn - now this is the same 

thing you kin do . You kin burn this  s ame red candle . You b urn this red candle , 
you s tick i t  in 3 pins . See , you figh tin ' agains t them . You says , " I  wish my 
enemy would leave me alone . "  An ' then you go an ' throw you a hand ful o f  sal t  
in the fire an ' you says , " I  wish my enemies qui t  working after me an ' leave me 
alone In the Name of the Lord. " An ' take you a bath in some sal tp e ter , blue
stone an ' s ugar , an ' repeat the Lord ' s Prayer 3 times , see . You see , you b urn 
this candle , that would set them down . Or else , you kin put ' em down sick . You 
kin git a purple candle an ' you ligh t  it an ' you make your wish an ' put some sal t  
in there an '  spi t  i n  i t , see . An ' you burn it  on ' em again an ' you says , I wish 
vhosomever this is that ' s  workin ' after me will leave me alone , "  an ' spi t in i t . 
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TO PUT OUT ENEMY ' S  CANDLE BURNING AGAINST YOU 
BURN A RED CANDLE WITH 3 P INS STUCK IN IT SAYING 
I WISH MY ENEMY WOULD LEAVE ME ALONE 
THROW HANDFUL OF SALT ON FIRE - SAYING 
I WISH MY ENEMIES QUIT WORKING AFTER ME 
AN '  LEAVE ME ALONE "IN THE NAME OF THE LORD " 
3 INGREDIENTS BATH : SALTPETER - BLUESTONE - SUGAR 
3 TIMES SAY LORD 1 S PRAYER - OR BURN PURPLE CANDLE 
LIGHT IT - MAKE WISH - BURN SALT - SPIT INTO IT 
WISH WHOSOMEVER • • •  WORKING AFTER ME LEAVE ME ALONE 
BURN BRIMSTONE & SUGAR : MONDAY - WEDNESDAY - FRIDAY 

hoodoo woman , my rapid hand trans crip t ion o f  cylinder 
1544 : 9 . ] 

You see , that ' l l  dPop ' em . 
That ' l l  dPop ' em . That ' ll 
put ' em down sick .  That ' ll 
make ' em drop . An '  cont inue 
to burn brims tone [ not men
tioned previous ly in this 
rite but surely in some pre
vious part o f  interview ] . 
See , that brims tone is the 
best  thing in the world , 
that brims tone . An ' sugar . 
Continue with that sugar in 
the fire , see : Monday , 
Wednesday and Fr iday . [Mem
phis , Tenn . , (960 , excellent 
mis sed by my transcriber , 

10184 . An ' some says anothah remedy 
out [ is one ] dat yo ' ll use on yuh head . 

tuh put ' em [ candles b eing burned on you ] 
Well , yo ' ll have tuh gi t chew d i f f ' ren ' 

MIX 3 :  VINEGAR - 3 TEASPOONFULS OLIVE O IL - EGG 
WHIP - BOTTLE - SHAKE - 2 OR 3 SWALLOWS DAILY AND 
RUB ON PAIN : NECK - S CALP - LEFT TEMPLE - ETC . 
CAUSED BY SOMEONE BURNING A CANDLE AGAINST YOU 

little things . Yo ' ll git 
chew vinegah , a teacup o f  
vinegah an ' three teaspoons 
of olive oil , an ' one egg 
an ' yo ' beat it up - whip 
it [ 3  things ] up tuhgethah . 

Yo ' b eat up de egg firs t an ' den add de othah all tuh it . An '  put it in a bottle 
an ' shake it up . Well , yo ' ll take s ome o f  dat , take a swallah o f  it evah now an ' 
den , ab out two or three t ime a day or s omep in othah like dat . Den yo ' take s ome 
o f  dat an ' put it on . Yo ' know , dey say when de candle burns , it  strikes yo ' on 
one mas ' pahtic ' lah place - burning an ' pul lin ' [ demons trates ] .  

(It  strikes you in one particular p lace , right here in the back o f  your head 
some p lace [ informant demons trates ] .  Where your neck and head meet , right up 
here some p lace [ I  demons trate ] . ) 

Well , some says it  will be  here [ demons trates ] .  Some time it will be here 
[ demons trates ] .  But more in gen ' ral i t  be ' s  kinda back , it ' s  pullin ' [ demon
strates ] .  Dey tell me it work like dat . 

[ I  des cr ib e last demons trat ion . ]  
(Or near the left temp le . ) 
Yas , neah de le f '  temp le or s omep in lak it . I t  pulls . I t  seems as i f  s ome

one is pullin ' on de s trands o f  yuh hair . Dere ' s  a s train , yo ' know , on yuh 
hair . Dey say dat ' s  whut dat i s  [ someone burning a candle on you ] when yo ' have 
dat . 

(Well , you ' ve taken some o f  this mixture , then you do s omething else you 
s aid . ) 

Yo ' take dat mixtry [mixture ] ,  yo ' take it in yore han ' j es '  like dat . Let 
yuh han ' s git wet j es '  like dat an ' j es '  like dis [ demons trates ] .  

(Jus t rub it right on your s calp . )  
De scalp o f  yuh head . An ' s omet imes 

it like dat [ demonstrates ] . Jes ' dous e 
(What will that do then? ) 

it  so severe yo ' take de b o t t le an ' po ' 
yo '  head wit i t  good [ demons trates ] .  

Dat eas es it , but yo ' got ta do dat ab out two- three days mayb e . 
(Well ,  what does that do to the candles ? )  
Dey s ay it puts dem out . Oat ' s  whut ah heard , it puts ' em out . [Mob i le , 
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Ala . , ( 7 05 ) , 968 : 12 . ] 

( 3) . CANDLES AND BUS INESS 

10185 . Git three fo ' cornered , yo ' know • • •  [ probably demons trat ed ] . 
(Get three four-cornered files . )  

An '  git about three , an ' put ' em  in de third [ three ] ways : one lak that , 
an ' one lak that , an ' one lak that right s t raight . 

3 FILES PARALLEL TO FRONT AND 2 ADJOINING SIDES 
OF HOUSE - INSIDE AT BACK BURN 3 GOLD CANDLES 
MONEY COMES IN - POLICE AND EVIL STAY OUTS IDE 

(One at each s ide of the house , 
and one in the middle? ) [ The 
files ar e parallel to the front 
and two s ides o f  the house . ]  
Dat ' s it . An ' den on de back 

[ inside ] o f  yore house , yo ' burn dis heah same stuff - candl es , dese same three 
gold [ sometimes called yellow ]  candles . [Memphis , Tenn . , (1556) , 2830 : 7 . ] 

10186 . An '  then here ' s  another thing . There ' s - some things are over others 
zhoo know. You see? Well the nex ' thing to do , if you wanted to make ' em leave 

9 TIMES WRITE NAME - STOP UP IN BOTTLE - THROW 
OVER LEFT SHOULDER INTO RUNNING WATER - DON ' T  
LOOK BACK AND SAY I WAN ' ZHOO TO GO - TAKE A 
RED CANDLE - STICK IN 3 PINS - BURN AT MIDNIGHT 
SAYING : I WISH MY ENEMIES WOULD LEAVE ME ALONE 

IN THE NAME OF THE WRD 

town or anything like that , you 
write their name down 9 times . 
Under stand? An '  stop i t  up in 
a bottle an ' go to the running 
water , to the river and throw 
i t  in . Throw i t  ovah the left 
shoulder an ' don ' t look back , 
an ' says , " I  wan ' zhoo to  go . "  

An '  then you take a red candl e .  You get a red candle , you under stand now , an ' 
you s tick you three pins in it . You burn that at 12  a ' clock at night , s e e , an ' 
you make a wish . You says , " I  wish my enemies would leave me alone In the Name 
of the Lord. " [Memphi s ,  Tenn . , (960 , excellent hoodoo woman , my rapid hand 
transcription o f  cylinder mis sed by my transcriber ) , 1544 : 8 . ]  

10187 . You git choo a white candle . You put i t  in a hal f a glas s o f  water 
[ t o  serve as a candles tick and precaution agains t  fire ] . You light it every 

WHITE CANDLE - STAND IT IN HALF GLAS S OF WATER 
LIGHT NIGHTLY AT 9 SAYING : I SEE NO EVIL, I HEAR 
.vo EVIL, NO EVIL OVERTAKE ME - LET CANDLE BURN 
HALF HOUR - KEEPS LAW AWAY - ALSO TO KEEP ANYONE 
FROM WORRYING YOU - LAY 9 SAFETY PINS IN EACH TWO 
EXTRA SHOES - ALSO CUT IRISH POTATO INTO 4 PARTS 
OUTDOORS THROW ONE TO EAST - ONE TO WEST - ONE 
BEHIND YOU - 4TH PIECE WEAR - 3 RITES TOGETHER 

night at 9 a ' clock . You 
say ,  I see no evi l, I hear 
no evi l, no evi l overtake me , 
an ' think what I told , you 
pin on you . That ' s  for the 
law away too : I see no evi l, 
I hear no evi l,  no evi l over
take me . An '  yo ' let that 
candle burn a half a hour . 
You burn that every night . 

That ' s  to keep the law away . An '  then you git 9 safety pins , you understand . 
NOv you put ' em in each shoe , nine in each shoe , an ' if  there ' s  one [ anyone ] 
happens to come to  try to worry you , you cut you a Irish potato half in two an ' 
you make 4 parts [by cutt ing each half into 2 parts ] .  You take that , you go 
outdoors an ' you throw a piece t o  the eas t - that potato  be in 4 par t s - an ' yo ' 
throw a piece to the west , an ' you throw a p iec e behind you , an ' keep the other 
[ fourth or last piece ] on you . [Memphis ,  Tenn . , ( 96 0 ,  excellent hoodoo woman , 
.y rapid hand transcription o f  cylinder mis sed by my transcriber) , 154 6 : 11 . ] 

10188 . For suc c e s s  in busines s either at home or out s ide the house , bathe 
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with 3 ingredients : blues tone , saltp eter and sugar . 
and sugar . E i ther bath is for personal protecti on . 

BATHE WITH 3 THINGS : BLUE STONE - SALTPETER - SUGAR 
FOR BUS INE SS - OR BATHE WITH BLUE ING AND SUGAR 
MOP PLACE WITH RED SEAL LYE AND BURN BRIMSTONE 
BEFORE LEAVING HOME OR STAYING THERE FOR WORK 
MAKE WISHES AND LIGHT A YELLOW CANDLE TO SUCCEED 

Or else bathe with blueing 
At place o f  bus iness mop up 
with Red S eal Lye and burn 
brims tone as a puri f ication . 
But b e fore leaving home for 
work or op ening the house 
for bus iness , make wishes 
and light a yellow candle . 
[Did the maker o f  this  rite 

realize that in s ome place dur ing the late Middle Age s prostitutes legally had 
to wear yellow? ] [Memphis , T enn . , ( 9 6 0 ,  excellent hoodoo woman , who s e  material 
my transcrib er mi ssed ; this b e ing my ori ginal r�sum� ) ,  1 54 6 : 9 . ] 

1018 9 . Bottle o il o f  b ergamine [b ergamot ] ,  b ox cooking s oda , teaspoon salt
peter , take bath in that . Break a candle , make a wi s h ,  light [ s ame ] candle , 

let candle burn out . 

SUGAR ON BRIMSTONE - INTO FIRE - WISHING FOR MONEY 

Then get b r ims tone , burn 
brims tone Monday , Wednes
day and Friday and make 
wi sh . Put sugar in it 
[brims t one ] ,  throw into 

f ire . Can make money . [This 
excellent hoodoo woman , whos e  
ori ginal r�sum� ) ,  154 6 : 8 . ] 

is a rite for bus ines s . ]  [Memphis , Tenn . , ( 9 6 0 ,  
mater ial my transcrib er mi ssed ; this b e ing my 

10190 . Burn candles fo ' luck . You take the candle , an ' put it in each o f  
the four corners o f  your hous e  an ' on that you sprinkle a l i ttle o f  that sulphur . 

4 WHITE CANDLES - BURN 1 EACH 4 CORNERS OF HOUS E 
SPRINKLE SULPHUR ON EACH - SAYS PRAYERS - LUCK 

As ah said , sprinkle a little 
sulphur on i t , and in a few 
minutes that sulphur will b e  
burned away , but tha t atmo s

phere is still there . You l i ght each one o f  tho s e  candles and burn them , and 
wh ile tho s e  candles are burning you says your prayers , an ' that create luck in 
your house that way . 

(What kind o f  luck do they do that for ? )  
Any kind o f  luck . 
(What color candle did you say they use ? ) 
Jest a plain white candle . 
(Do you burn them at any special time ? )  
Twelve ' clock at night . You get more resul t s  out o f  tho se things at that time 

o f  night . [ S t .  P etersburg , Fla . , (1025) , 16 6 2 : 2 . ] 
10191 . Whi t e  candles are lucky and white candles are unlucky . Black candle 

is  a death symb ol . When you burn a b lack candle on a person that ' s  for the ir 
death . And white candle is for luck 

WHITE CANDLE 
BLACK CANDLE 
RED CANDLE 

LUCKY OR UNLUCKY OR PEACE 
DEATH OR CONFUS ION 

= BLOODSHED 

CANDLES :  GREEN - RED - BLACK - PURPLE 

and peace . Black candles are confus-
ion .  
(Red candles are what? ) 
Blood shed . [Memphis , Tenn . , ( 9 7 3 ) , 
157 6 : 8 . ] 
101 9 2 . A green candle is for luck 
[ usually green money ] ,  red candle is 

for luck , and a black candle is  for devilment ; a b lack and a purple candle , that 
for devilment to do anyb ody harm .  [N ew Orleans , La . , (814) , 114 7 : 6 . ] 

10193 . [They ] burn dem candles an ' call yuh name . An '  what chure name , yuh 
got  yore mind on dem,  i f  dey done done somp in tuh yuh . Yuh undahs tan ' ,  j is '  who 
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YOU HAVE IN MIND SOMEONE WHO WRONGED YOU 
CALL THE NAME - BURN CANDLE 2 1 / 2  HOURS 

is done done somep in tuh yuh , an ' 
dey want chew tuh git dat , dey ' ll 
burn dem candles about two hour s an ' 
a half , an ' call yuh name , an ' yuh 

done forgot evahthin ' what chew evah had 
(What kind of candles do you burn? ) 

said . 

Dese five cent candle s ,  j i s '  about dat high .  [ Charle s ton , S .  Car . , (525) , 
6 29 : 4 . ] 

1019 4 . [Informan t has a good Pi te here but fai ls to exp lain it. ] 
Write that name down and put a gl as s o f  water - write that name down over a 

glas s o f  water nine t imes . Then put that glas s o f  water be fore dat , put the • • •  
Now , I take and I put tha t glas s o f  water there over that p aper and take three 

9 TIMES WRITE LAW ' S NAME - PUT UNDER GLAS S 
OF WATER - TAKE 3 SWALLOWS 3 TIMES EACH DAY 
FOR 3 DAYS - YOU ARE DRINKING WITH THE LAW 
REMOVE GLAS S - BLUE CANDLE ON LAW ' S NAME 
BURN BLUE CANDLE SYMBOLIZING LAW ' S UNIFORM 
LAW NEVER BOTHERS HIM WITH WHOM HE DRINKS 

swallows out of that glas s o f  water 
nine mornings [see correction lat
er . ]  
(Drink that water for nine morn
ings . )  
For nine mornings take three swal
lows out o f  that glass of water -
I mean for three mornings .  You 

take nine swallows out o f  that glass three mornings .  Do that for three morn ings . 
Den af ter you do dat for three mornings ,  get you a blue candle and let it burn 
right over dat man name . Don ' t you worry about him .  

(After you burn that candle over h i s  name . )  
[ I  am merely making a comment to mysel f . ]  
What ?  
(I  say , all right , g o  ahead . )  
Well , you j us t  - l ike I explain . Like you burning that candle over his name , 

perhap s you don ' t want the man - you don ' t wanta see him .  You drink three swal
lows o f  water out o f  there for three days ! ! !  That keep him away . See you dr ink 
three swallows each three time a day , twice in the day , and three [ the third ] at 
ni ght . That ' ll be nine swallows . You take those glasses  of water . Then you • • •  
see , like you agreein ' with him ,  see you dr inkin ' with him.  Then , you put your 
candle there and let it burn . Set that candle there and let i t  b urn there . 

(What will that do then? ) 
Well , he can ' t come there . 
( The law can ' t come there? ) 
Yes . 
(You write the policeman ' s  name down on that p iece o f  p aper . )  
Shore . 
(Well , how do you burn that candle? Do you put the candle down in the glas s 

to burn ? ) 
[ The shaky answer i s  accord ing t o  my following comment . ]  
(You take the glass away and put the candle on the name ? ) 

That ' s  what you do . 
(Long as that candle burns , i t  keep s him away? ) 
Shoh , he keep s away , too . [ Vicksburg , Mi s s . ,  ( 7 2 6 ) , 9 98 : 4 . ] 
1 019 5 . Three candles are burned : white , green and p ink . While burning them 

keep saying , "To keep the l aw away . "  Be fore you do th i s  hang a red apple over 

3 CANDLES BURNED : WHITE - GREEN - PINK 
'WIIILE LIGHTING SAY "TO KEEP LAW AWAY11 

BEFORE THIS HANG RED ONION OVER DOOR 

the door . [ Red apple or red onion the 
meaning is the same , customer s ,  as 
material somewhere in HOODOO explains . ]  
[Memphis , Tenn • •  (971) . 1571 : 2 . ] 
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10196 . Dey burn dose an ' den dey read de Bible . 
(How do yo u do that? ) 
Dey j es '  sets  ' em  all round , but one will do . 
(One candle . )  
Yes , one will do . Set it  in de room an ' den yo ' git chure B ible an ' yo ' read 

a vers e ,  de firs ' verse dat chew [ s ee when you ]  open de Bible . Den yo ' read dat . 
(And what color candle do you 
us e? ) 

ONE OR MORE RED CANDLES L I GHT IN ROOM 
OPEN BIBLE AT RANDOM - READ FIRST VERSE SEEN 

DO THI S FOR LUCK - ESPECIALLY IN BUSINES S  

Well , yo ' kin git d e  r e d  candle . 
(What i s  that s upposed to do 
then? ) 
Yo ' burn it  fa ' luck . 
(What kind o f  luck? ) 

Well , luck in anything come in , 
any kind of  bus iness yo ' got , dat 

yo ' wanted tuh increas e .  [ S t .  Petersburg , Fla . , ( 1004) , 1 6 20 : 2 . ] 

3 INGREDIENTS : SUGAR - CINNAMON - SALTPETER 
ABOUT CANDLE BURNING IN CENTER OF SAUCER - LUCK 

wit chure s altpetah an ' s ome cinnamon an ' s ugar . 
(Where do you put thes e ingredients ? ) 

10197 . Yo ' kin take candles 
if yo ' want luck in yore hous e . 
Yo ' kin take it an ' burn it , 
burn it at de length o f  time , 
Dat will bring yuh luck . 

In a s aucer an '  den put chure candle on top o f  it . [Or fix candle 
and ingredients around it . ] [New Orleans , La . , ( 1 558) , 2835 : 4 . ] 

in center 

( 4 ) . CANDLES AND SAINTS 

FOR HOODOO BELIEVERS SAINTS CAN BE USED FOR EVIL 

10198 . (And what - would I 
go  to a part icular s aint to 
have it done? ) 
Yeah , you go to  a s aint . 
(What s aint would I go to to 
get that done , I wonder? ) 
I t ' s a church back at - o n  

Malfonmain and Dorbonny , you s ee . And the s aints a l l  up on the p lace - it ' s  a 
great b ig - made like - that ' s  a Catholic church - like a altar . With all dif
ferent s aints . And every s aint there is a man [ or mean ] but it do things evil 
or  good . 

(Where i s  this place? ) 
Mal fonmain and Dorbonny . 
( I t ' s  a spiritualis t p lace , probab ly? ) 
No , it supp osed to b e  Catholic . 
( I  s ee . ) [New Orleans , La . ,  ( 821 ) , 1 1 85 : 4 . ] 
10199 . A candle for luck and s ucces s yo u burn to St . Peter . He hold de key 

in his hand . All r ight dat opens . They call that open the way fop you , yo u s ee .  

ST . PETER - ST . RAYMOND - ST . MICHAEL 
BURN CANDLES AT : 6 A . M .  - 12  NOON - 6 P . M .  

S t . Raymond that ' s  money . You burn 
to him and he keeps you with a 
piece o f  money ; and you got to  give 
him a p iece of money , and he keeps 

you with a p iece of  money . That ' s  the way that is . 
(Do you know any other s aints ?  S t . Micahel? Any other s aints they burn 
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candles to? ) 
Yes , S t . Micahel . They b urns to S t .  Peter , S t .  Raymond and S t . Anthony . 
(What do they b urn to S t .  Anthony for? ) 

396 7 

They b urn to S t . Anthony for t o  bring people b ack , mens b ack to - women b ack 
when they done qui t .  You make a wish and b urn that ligh t  t o  him. Go t o  the 
church anywhere and l i ght a l i ght , if you don ' t have the sa int at the hous e . If 
you have had the saint blest and put at your home and you pray s  t o  it three time s 
a day , that ' s to bring anybody b ack to you what done left you . 

(Do you mean three t imes one after the o ther , or? ) 
Three t imes a day , twelve - say s ix in morning , twelve in the day , and s ix in 

the evening . That ' s three t imes , you pray to this saint . And have your light 
b urning . I t ' ll - in nine days you see an improvement . [New Orleans , La . , ( 798) , 
1115 : 5 . ] 

10200 . S t . Raymond , he ' s fo ' tuh git chew j ob s  an ' keep yo ' in work . 
S t . Michael is  f o ' p eace . 
De  Virgin Mary is  tuh put bread in yore house , keep bread in yore house all 

de t ime . 
An ' yo ' use S t . Michael ag ' in fo ' furniture dealers an ' all . Lak ah owe yo ' 

fo ' furniture an ' all lak dat an ' yo ' ' b out to take mah furniture ' way from me . 
Yo ' s e e  yo ' set a l i ght to S t .  

ST . RAYMOND FOR JOB - VIRGIN MARY FOR BREAD Michael , an ' yo ' give him a 
ST . MICHAEL - FURNITURE DEALERS - GREEN CANDLE green light , one right behin ' 

one ' nothah fo ' ' b out eight 
days or nine day s . See . An ' that ' ll caus e yo ' tuh have - yo ' know whut ah 
mean - give me a chance tuh bring yo ' some [ green ]  money . [New Orleans , La . , 

( 1561) , 2 8 70 : 2 . ] 
ST . MICHAEL - AGAINST EVIL - RED CANDLE 10201 . (Tell me that again . ) 

Yes , see , if  you have a wife  and she 
wouldn ' t s t ay home , doing some evil  doings , you could pray and burn t o  St . 
Michael a red candle .  Wel l , they say , that would b e  good to s t op ' em, to change 
' em , b ut I • • • •  [New Orleans , La . , ( 8 35) , 1257 : 3 . ] 

10202 . You do the same thing , you sprinkle the house down with holy water 
and p ut your light to your s aint , you know . Always keep a light to S t . Michael ,  

a red l i ght . 
ST . MICHAEL - RED CANDLE - HOLY WATER - FOR EVIL (A red light , why? ) 

Wel l , see , that light , that 
keeps any evil away from going into your home . [New Orleans , La . , (857) , 1 364 : 8 .] 

10203 .  S t .  Michael? Well , you 
ST. MICHAEL - BLUE CANDLE - CONQUER ENEMIES take a b lue candle and you burn t o  

S t . Michael f or h im ;  burn the can
dle to conquer your enemies . You get ahead o f  them, keep them from harming you . 
[Bew Orleans , La . , ( 8 2 3) , 1196 : 6 . ] 

10204 . ( S t . Jule? S t . Jude? or S t . Jewel? ) 
S t .  Jewel , she i s  the b o s s  o f  all saint s . When every saint has turned h i s  

back o n  you , that one w i l l  work f o r  you . Y o u  a l l  set  a light to him. 
(Do you know anything about him 

ST. JEWEL? - BOSS OF ALL SAINTS - YELLOW CANDLE [ her ] about his life? ) 
I don ' t know anything about his 

life but I know you sets a yellow light to him and make your wish and you get i t .  
(His name is  "Jul" . 
(You mean Jule . )  
Yes , sir . [New Orleans , La . , ( 8 5 7 ) , 1 364 : 9 . ] 
10205 .  They t ell me that if you wants any evil work did , get S t . Jo seph or 
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S t . Peter for anything that you want harm did , you know . I f  you want anything 
go od did , you get s  S t . Theresa . 

ST . JOSEPH - ST . PETER - ST . THERESA 
(Have you ever heard o f  S t . Expedit e? ) 
[No answer . ]  [New Orleans , La . , ( 8 8 3 ) , 
145 6 : 3 . ] 
10206 . What kin ' [ o f  work ] you do to make 

him [ thief ] b r ing it back? Now , you go to  them [ thief ] and i f  you know sure they 
got it . And you go to them , you tell them , " I f  you don ' t  want to get in troub le 

TO RECOVER STOLEN GOODS - STAND YELLOW CANDLE IN 
WHITE SAUCER - WISH - POUR IN SEVERAL DROP S OF 
WATER - WISH - WRITE THIEF ' S  NAME 9 TIMES 
3 TIMES UP - 3 TIMES DO WN  - 3 TIMES ACROSS 
NAMES - FIRS T OR LAST - WRITE ONE OVER OTHER 
FIRST 6 NAME S MAKE "X" - LAST 3 FAMILIAR " *" 
RIMLESS WHEEL WITH 6 SPOKES [SEE N0 . 5 720 ] 
FOLD PAPER ONCE INTO 3 OR 4 CORNERS ON WHICH PUT 
P INK LOVE POWDER - WI SH - SET 3 OR 4 LUMP S OF 
SUGAR ABOUT PAPER OR CANDLE - LATTER A QUINCUNX 
WISH - OR LAY S UGAR LUMPS IN FOUR CORNERS OF ROOM 
CANDLE WITHIN 4 CORNERS AL SO A QUINCUNX - WISH 
SAY TO ST . EXP EDITE OR MOTHER OF PERPETUAL HELP : 
I 'M LEA VING THE HOUSE UP TO YOU HOPING THAT 
YOU WON ' T  LET NO ONE COME IN AND STEAL NOTHING 

and want s to  be  nice , you 
bring it back . " And if they 
don ' t  bring it back to you 
by that , well then you get 
their name . Be sur e you have 
their right name and things . 
And you go and you get you 
three loafs  [ loaves of sugar , 
3 changed to 4 later ] .  You 
would have to get a dime 
wo rth o f  loaf sugar or get 
a who le box o f  loaf sugar , 
for they sells ' em in boxes 
now . And you get that and 
yo.u get you a yellow candle 
and plain white saucer . And 
you write their name nine 

times : three times up and three times down and three times cros sways . And you 
put this name in that saucer and you make a wish . And you put your candle in 
there and you make a wish . When you pour you a couple o f  drops o f  [holy? ] water 
in there , you make a wish . And each loaf o f  sugar [ 3  here soon changed to 4 ]  you 
take and set it around that candle , you make a wish . And you light that candle , 
and they ' ll b ring your things back . 

(How many loaf s o f  sugar do you put around there? ) 
Four . 
[E ither previous 3 was a mistake or info rmant decided to  use 4 . ] 
(Four loafs  o f  sugar , I see . Why four ? ) 
Well , j us t  four . 
[ Four loaves o f  sugar with candle in center as here is our familiar quincunx 

rite . ] 
( I  see , j us t  four . Now , how do you mean , you write tho se  names three up .  

Show me how you write tho se  names . )  
You write  three thisaway , there . Three thataway • • •  
(Yes , three that way . One over the other , all right . )  
[The name , usually a s ingle one , is written one over the o ther 3 times . ]  

And then you take and you turn your paper around and you write three this 
way [ demons trates ] . 

(Acro s s  tho se  other three . )  
[This makes the letter X . ] 
Three . You write  three like this . 
(Yes , I unders tand . )  
On that p iece , on that s ide . 
(All right . Now , here ' s  the three names . Now , I turn i t  around . Do I cro s s  

that , cro s s  the three ? )  
You s ee , it ' s  this way . You write them three times , write  three thataway and 
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then you turn it around , and you wr ite three thisaway . And then you t ake and you 
wri t e  three this away , cro s s  that way . 

( Cro s s  them [each 3 ]  over at an angle . I see . ) 
Cro s s  ' em over in a angle . And then when you fold it , you fold it in an angle ;  

an d  every t ime you fold it , you fold it t o  yourself . 
[ Folding in angles means we are making triangles . ]  
( I  write three names like this , one under each o ther . Like that ? ) 
Uh huh . 
[ I  t ear p age from no t e  b ook and write names . ]  
(Here we are ,  j us t  l ike that . )  
Jus t like that . 
(I  turn this around [ the sheet of  p aper up side down ] and write the three 

names like that , right over the o ther three names? ) 
Like that , right over the o ther three names . 
( I  see . Then I turn it around again and then cro s s  it down like that ? )  
Like that , like that . 
( I  see , like you are making the let t er "N" - that way . ) 
[ I  was wrong ab out the le t t er "N" . This was b e fore I b ecame aware of the X 

and *· ] 
That away and then when you fold it , get you a p owder they [ hoodoo s tore ] got . 

They go t the p ink and they has the yellow [ later changed t o  b r own ] . You get this 
powder and you sp rinkle it in the whole four corners . [Here , ins t ead of a three
cornered p aper we are b ack at four- cornered o ne . ] You see , you have , i f  you get 
� rooms or three rooms , what ever room it is , and you get you a loaf of this 
sugar and you put a loaf in each corner of your room. [Here it is evident we 
have a quincunx . ] Well , if you go t a saint - S t .  Expedite or Mo ther of Perpetual 
Help - you put it [ p icture or small s t atue ]  there , and you say , We l l, Mother of 
?erpetua. l He lp, I ' m leaving, I 'm leaving the hous e up to you, hoping that you 
� ' t  let no orie aome in and s tea l no thing out of my hous e .  And you put the loaf 
[ loaves ] of sugar around in the corners of  the rooms , [ the p icture or statue o f  
MOther o f  Perpet ual in center o f  r o o m ]  and y o u  fas t en your house and yo u g o  away . 

(You go away . )  
And go away and leave it into [ hand s o f ]  Mo ther of  Perpetual Help . 
(What kind o f  p owder do you put around? ) 
You get them love p owders .  
(Love p owder s? ) 
Love p owders . 
(What kind o f  love p owder? )  
They go t the p ink love p owders .  And you get the loaf sugar and you put a 

loaf - one loaf - in each corner of the house [ or room i f  you are living in a 
DJaa] .  

(What o ther colors o f  love p owder s have they? They have a pink . )  
They go t a pink and they go t a b rowni sh looking love p owder . [New Or leans , 

I.a.. , (845) , 129 2 : 4 . ] 

( 5 ) . CANDLE S AND THEFT 

10207 . Tuh make ' em [ thief or casual b o rrower ] b ring it back , dat ' s  a easy 
�� tuh be come , [ that ] is tuh git a b lue candle , yas s uh , an '  wr i t e  dat indi
� · al  name on dat b lue candle . An '  write dem a no t e  concernin ' whut dey t aken 
� yuh . An ' take some dragon b lood , an ' sprinkle dat not e good wit dragon ' s  
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blood , an ' put de no t e  down . An ' put chew a p iece of  John de Conkah - sp rinkle 

SCRATCH THIEF ' S  NAME ON BLUE CANDLE - STAND IT IN 
SAUCER - NEAR LAY NOTE NAMING ARTICLE AND THIEF 
SPRINKLE DRAGON ' S  BLOOD AND JOHN DE CONKAH POWDAH 
6 P . M. BURN CANDLE 10 MINUTES - TALK TO AND CUSS 
THIEF : AH MEAN FO 1 YUH TUH BRING SO-AN 1 -SO BA CK 
WITHIN LESS THAN 7 DAYS THIEF WILL RETURN ARTICLE 

some John de Conkah powdahs 
[ from hoodoo drugs tore ] on 
dis note wit dat dragon 
blood . An ' light dat candle . 
An '  light it but don ' light 
it in de mawnin ' - j e s '  burn 
i t  at night . See , burn i t  
evah night s ix ' clock an ' l e t  

i t  burn t i l l  ten minutes af t ah six . An ' whats omevah ah ' ve from yuh ah ' ll bring 
it back tuh yuh in less t ime den seven days . 

(Where do you put this no te and thi s candle? ) 
Put i t  j e s '  anywhere in a saucah or in a bowl , somep in othah , but chew kin put 

i t  anywheah roun'  in de house , up undah de dressah o r  behin ' de  bed , j es '  any
wheah j es '  sinc e it ' s  burnin ' . 

( I  mean what do you do with thi s no te . 
dle? ) 

Do you wrap this no te around the can-

No suh , yuh sp read de no t e  down in yuh saucah or yore bowl what somevah yuh 
burnin ' de candle in . Sp read it down j es '  lak i t ' s - i t  has tuh b e  a small 
p iece , yuh know , somep in lak dat [demons trates s i z e ] wit dat name wro te on i t . 
An '  sprinkle it good wit dat dragon blood , an ' den sprinkle it good wi t dat John 
de Conkah powdah - wit de name wrote on it . An ' de name is wrote on de candle 
an ' j es '  put it down dere , an ' j es '  tell me [ the thief ] say , "Now , ah mean fa ' 
yuh tuh b r ing so-an ' -so b ack tuh me an ' ah don ' t me an maybe . "  An ' j e s ' cus s  me 
an '  say , "Ah mean fa ' yuh tuh brint i t  tuh me , an ' ah don ' t mean maybe . Hurry 
up an ' bring it . "  An '  light de candle an ' j es '  be talkin ' tuh me while yo ' 
light in ' de  candle . 

(You put that candle on top of the no te? ) [Thi s i s  not a lead ing ques t ion , 
informant having already said yuh spPead de not e  down in yuh saucah. ] 

Jes ' set de candle right on t op de no te . An ' as dat candle burn , well dat 
rouse up mah [ thief ' s ] mind ab out what ah done done , an ' in less t ime den seven 
days ah b e  done b rought what somevah ah stole back tuh yuh . [Mob ile , Ala . , ( 6 92) , 
9 2 8 : 1 . ] 

10208 . If  there ' s  something that you don ' t want 
i s , if you don ' t want it taken - for an ins tance if 

9 PIECES OF SAS SAFRAS ROOT AT EACH OUTS IDE CORNER 
OF HOUSE - UNDER HOUS E AT FIRE HEARTH [ CHIMNEY ] 
LAY OPEN BIBLE - LEAVE WHITE CANDLE BURNING NEAR 
STAND T IN P I ECE IN FRONT OF CANDLE TO HI DE LIGHT 
AT NIGHT FROM PAS SERBY - SPRINKLE SUGAR 50 FEET 
FROM HOUSE - LOCK DOOR - STAY AWAY 3 OR 4 DAYS 
NO ONE WILL ENTER OR STEAL WHILE YOU ARE ABSENT 

taken regardless of what i t  
you take , i f  you lock your 
hous e they go ing to b reak in , 
and you don ' t know how t o  do 
for to keep ' em from taking 
your things . Well , then , 
first  I would go and I would 
ge t me some sass afras [ roots 
or pieces o f  bark ] . I ' d  ge t 
s ome sas safras and I ' d  ge t 
me a knife and I ' d  trim thi s 

sassafras , see . 
[ demons trat es ] . 

I ' d  trim it and every lit tle piece that I ' d  whittle off i t  

(Every p iece that comes off , what do you do  with that ? ) 
Every p iece I trim off - I ' m  go ing t o  trim it off  unt il I get to nine p ieces , 

and every t ime I get the nine p iece s , I ' d  count the nine pieces . I ' d  ge t them 
nine p ieces and I ' m  going to put nine p ieces here [ demons trates ] .  I cut o f f  
unt il I ge t nine more pieces and I ' m  go ing t o  put  that there until I g e t  four 
t imes nine . See? Well , all right . Now , I ' m  go ing to set it on the out side of 
my door . That ' s  the corner of  my hous e and that ' s  the co rner of  my house . I ' m  
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going t o  set nine pieces there and nine pieces there , and a t  the b ack end o f  my 
hous e .  I ' m  going t o  set nine pieces . 

(You have nine pieces in each corner of the hous e . )  
In each corner of the hous e , but on the out side . Under my house , if I can get 

under there and get to where the fire part is - the fire-hearth part i s ; under 
the hous e , you know . 

(You what? ) 
Get under the hous e , underneath the hous e and get to the fire-hear th , see . 
(Oh , the chimney - the fire-hearth . )  
Yes , the chimney . I take and I put me a B ib le there . I put that Bib le there . 

I put s the B ible up under that house and I put s a candle there , and I leave that 
candle burning , s ee , and I leave the B ib le open . But I put a piece of something 
in front where nobody can ' t learn that candle ' s  burning there , you see , and 
leave it burning there . And then I come out from under that house and I locks 
my door , and as I ' m coming out I ' m  sprinkling a little sugar , you see . I sprin
kle sugar as I come out , you s ee , unt il I get at leas t fi fty feet from my hous e , 
you see . Then I won ' t  sprinkle no more sugar and I can go and stay from three or 
four days and come back . Nob ody wi ll go in that hous e , nobody never go in there . 

(What sort  o f  a candle do you burn on that chimney? ) 
I ' m  got a ordinary white candle . 
(A white candle , I s ee . )  [Here we have a quincunx , 4 corners and a double 

central po int - B ib l e  and candle . ] [New Orleans , La . , ( 8 3 2 ) , 1249 : 2 . ] 

9 .  SEX AND IMPOTENCE AGAIN 

[ If the reader is approaching thi s multi-vo lumed HOODOO archive for the firs t 
time , he o r  she mus t  be told that the present beliefs and rites ab out sex are 
.erely a continuat ion of 167 pages of similar mater ial published in volume 3 ,  
Bos . 3110- 38 30 , pp . 2 341-2509 ; material lis ted in logical s equence according to 
the Tab le of Contents for volumes 5 ,  4 and 3 .  The material now following could 
not be so conveniently arranged , though it does have a certain amount of alpha
betical order and o ther cont inuity . I am dividing thi s s ect ion into two part s : 
(1) COMPLETE RITES and ( 2 )  CONDENSED RITES , these lat ter s omet imes a reference 
only . 1 

( 1) . COMPLETE RITES 

10209 . I hear ' d  about a woman taking a man ' s na ture sure ' nough . Af ter she 
�tr ' ate two days , she ' ll take o f f  dat piece , put dat piece down dere an ' put 

.WOD - MENS TRUAL AFTER 2 DAYS - SHE SOAKS CLOTH 
� YATER - THEN WASHES IN THIS WATER A NEW LINEN 
..sDIERCHIEF USED FOR WIPING MAN - POUR THESE 
� WATERS INTO BOTTLE - LAY IT AT LOW TIDE 
1IUEil TO CARRY BACK AND FORTH - HE 'S IN FOR LIFE 
CALL THI S  A ROCKED-IN- THE- CRADLE-OF- THE-DEEP RITE 

it j e s '  in dat water and soak 
it . She takes a new linen 
han ' ke ' ch ' e f and wash it . 
(A new red handkerchief . )  
No , linen . Linen , so it get 
s o f t . When he discharge , she 
ketch it on the ban ' ke' ch' ef .  
All r i ght . She get bolt of 

� nov and she put i t  in dat water to s o ak it , and she wr ing it out . ADd vring 
� dirty p iece out and pour it in a b o t tle , and go down at lov water , lov tide , 
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and when the tide i s  out , and put i t  in dere . When dat tide come in , she [ tide ] 
carries it with her , and the tide carry it out . No matter how many years , he ' s  
in for l ife . He ' s  gone dere . 

( I s  there any way he can get that off  o f  him? ) [There is no answer . I t  may 
have been lost . ] [Norfolk , Va . ,  ( ? ) , 451 : 4 . ] 

10210 . Ah heard dat if a man i s  tied up by his wife an ' can ' t git no nature 
fa ' no othah woman , den he takes an ' gits him a bottle of Hearts Co logne . An '  

MAN TIED BY WI FE CURES SELF BY RUBBING ON IT 
HEARTS COLOGNE - ANOTHER WOMAN ' S  MENSTRUAL BLOOD 

when he gits dat bottle o f  
Hearts Co logne , he ' ll g o  to 
where dere ' s  ano thah woman 
dat ' s  havin ' her periods .  

An '  he take dat Hearts Co logne an ' 
dat dere Hearts Co logne an ' put i t  
i t  out . An '  h e  takes dat den , dat 

he - aftah de cloth is dried hard , he take 
on dere , an ' git it dissolved good an ' squeeze 
solution , an ' bathe himsel f with it . 

(Bathe h i s  tool? ) 
Yessuh , an ' dat gives him a nature f a '  ano thah woman . nat ' s  whut ah heard . 

[ Fayetteville , N .  Car . , ( 1412 ) , 2536 : 6 . ]  
10211 . Well , yo ' take one of  ' er so cks , 

fin '  dit , or eithah her menst ' ration clo th . 
j es '  one o f  ' er s tockin ' s ,  if yo ' kin 

MAN UNABLE TO HAVE OTHER WOMEN BECAUSE WIFE 
BY SPELL MADE HIM IMPOTENT FOR THEM - LET 
HIM SOAK WIFE ' S  MENSTRUAL CLOTH 9 DAYS IN 
RAIN WATER TO RES TORE NATURE FOR OTHER WOMEN 

Well ma s '  people take de menst ' ration 
cloth an ' take a quart j ah see , an ' 
ketch [ rain] watah . Jes ' set yore 
quar t j ah out in d e  yard when it 
rains an ' let it run full of watah 
[ s ee comment later ] an ' take dat 
mens t ' rat ion cloth an ' put it down 

in dere [ the rain water ] an ' keep it [ in the rain water ] for nine days . An ' aftah 
de ninth day she be - well , she ' ll go crazy for you . 

(Well , that breaks the spell , she had him tied up , when she tie s  up your [a 
man ' s ]  nature . ) 

Yes sir . [ First an emp ty quart j ar set out in the yard during a rain is no t 
going to fill up with water , desp ite the hoodoo powers of  my informant . Finally : 
i f  a woman ties up a man , takes away his nature for all women except her , the 
present rite restores his nature complet ely . ]  [ Rain water , l ike running water , 
i s  a magic sub s tance : s ee No . l4 31 , p . 4 6 7 , v . l ; etc . ] [New Orleans , La . , ( 84 2 ) , 
12 7 8 : 4 . ] 

10212 . Tuh separate ' em.  Yo ' take dis man when he deal wit yo ' .  Yo ' wanta 
b reak dem [man and o ther woman ] up . Yo ' take dis man when he deals wit yo ' an ' 

TAKE BED TOWEL YOU [WOMAN ] AND MAN USED - TO HIS 
OTHER WOMAN ' S  HOUSE - MIX BLUEING AND INK - POUR 
ON TOWEL - BURY AT HER STEP - DAT ' LL BREAK IT UP 

yo ' take dat towel dat yo ' an ' 
him uses , s ee .  An ' yo ' take 
dis towel tuh dis woman ' s  
house - i f  yo ' kin locate where 
she l ive at - dis woman he ' s  

runnin' roun ' wit . Den yo ' bury dis towel down right at her do ' step , where she 
have tuh come out at . Yo ' bury dat towel dere an '  den yo ' take some bluein ' -
Purity B luein ' ,  see . S ee ,  yo ' takes bluein ' an ' ink an ' mix i t  up comb ined . Yo ' 
kin j is '  sprinkle dat towel , on dere , an ' den yo ' bury dat towel right up undah
neath whah she have tuh walk at . Dat ' ll b reak it up . Dat b reak it up , too . 

SHE MEASURES SLEEP ING MAN WITH STRING OR RIBBON 
T IES ABOUT LEG [ 1  KNOT ] OR WEARS IN PURSE OR 
KEEP S IN PILLOW - DANGEROUS - HE WILL HURT HER 

[Memphi s ,  Tenn . , ( 9 36 ) , 1514 : 1 3 .] 
1021 3 .  She kin measure him if 
she wanta with a string or with 
ribbon when he goes tuh sleep . 
She kin tie that roun ' her laig 

or she kin put it in her pocketbook or in her pillow an ' she kin control him ,  but 
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that will lead t o  accidents in d e  long run . He ' ll hurt her . [ Little Rock , Ark . , 
(887) , 146 3 : 1 0 . ] 

10214 . I hear dat she could take a strand 
this is a little bad - put it down an ' [while 

WOMAN MEASURED SLEEPING MAN WITH ONE OF HIS 
HEAD HAIRS - WORE IT IN SACK - IN HER ARMPIT 

couldn ' t  do nuthin to no other woman but her . 

SHE MEASURES �AN - TAKES HIS PUBIC HAIR 
MEASURE AND HAIR IN BAG - WEARS BETWEEN LEGS 

of h�h out o f  a b oy ' s head an ' -
he is asleep ] measure hisself [ she 
measures his penis with his hair ] . 
An '  she took that hah an ' put it 
in a bag , an ' put it up under huh 
ahm where she sweat at , an ' he 
[ Baltimore , Md . , ( 154 ) , 61 : 1+85 . ] 
10215 . After she measures that 
[man ' s penis ] ,  she gets some of 
your [man ' s pub ic ]  hair , mixes 
that together , puts it in a lit tle 

bag and wears it between her legs down here , and thereon he ' s  her man .  [ Freder
icksburg , Va . , by Ed iphone . ]  

BOTTLE - MEASUREMENT OF MAN WORN IN 10216 . Or , dey say , if yo ' take de measure 
of him down b elow an ' wear it in a bot tle 

on yo ' ,  dat will stop him .  He cain ' t go wit anyone else . 
( In a small bottle . ) [ Memphi s ,  Tenn . , (1525 ) , 2 7 2 3 : 18 . ] 
10217 . Wal , she measure him dere . She takes dat length an ' she measure him 

lak dat an '  she takes yore hair an ' b egin dat thing about dat . She takes de 

WHILE HE SLEEPS - SHE MEASURES HIS LEFT HAND 
FROM SECOND JOINT OF MIDDLE FINGER TO WRISTBONE 
ON THIS MEASURING STRING SHE PUTS HEARTS COLOGNE 
AFTER SHE RUBS THAT ON HIM - OTHER WOMEN USELESS 
HARE SUBSTITUTE MEASUREMENT BASED ON SIZE BELIEFS 

string an ' takes dat measure 
of dat [ d emonstrates a hand ] . 
(Of the hand ? ) 
Dis one [ demonstrates ] . 
(The left  hand? ) 
Dat ' s  right [ informant contin
ues to demonstrate , I describ e  
act ions ] .  
(And she measures the middle 

finger • • • •  from the end of the middle finger , right up over the hand j oining to 
the wrist . And from the second j oint of the middle finger down to that bone • • • •  ) 
[Bone = wr ist bone , see later . ] 

She takes dat den ,  takes dat little cot ton str ing an ' holds it an' wrap s  it . 
Takes dat hearts [Hearts Cologne ] an ' put it on it , an ' ever ' time dat she messes 
vit chew , yo ' see , she take it an ' put her han ' lak dat . An '  when she git through 
she rub dat on yo ' .  Dere ' s  no other woman dat chew kin bother wit .  

(She rubs that string on herself after • • • •  ) 
Zackly . 
(But how could she measure a man? Would he let  her measure him that way? ) 
Dat ' s  de length of  his • • • •  [ informant demonstrates ] . 
(Oh ! I see , she has to measure his hand - he ' s  asleep - so he won ' t know it . )  
She kin do it if  he ain ' t wise , ain ' t go t no sense . She could [ say] , "Let ' s  

see ho '  long yo ' finger - long as mine . "  Jes ' lak dat . See , dat ' s  de way dey 
se� it • • • •  [ informant demonstrates again while I comment ] .  

(They measure the middle finger of  the left hand , the second knuckle from the 
� dawn to that protruding b one right by the wr ist j oint . )  [Here a woman afraid 
tD .easure a man , subst itutes a left-hand measurement supposed to indicate his 
size! ] [ St . Petersb urg , Fla . , ( 9 7 7 ) , 1 5 84 : 11 . ] 

10218 . Ah ' ve heard dat if  a man wanted to ketch his wife , why he would be 
wl� her an '  he would take a han ' kerchief an ' ketch de discharge from her , an ' git 
a piece of her hair , an ' he would put it in a cloth wit dat discharge an' dry it ; 
t.£ he vou1d wrap dis hair in wit dat an ' wear it . An '  if she have connec tion 
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wit a man why he would swell so he couldn ' t  git 

MAN CATCHES WOMAN ' S  DISCHARGE IN HANDKERCHIEF 
WRAPS IT UP WITH P IECE OF  HER HAIR - DRIES 
WEARS - CAUSES PENIS CAPTIVUS WITH ANOTHER MAN 

out of her , an ' dat would cause 
de husb an ' tuh ketch her . 
(Then he would use the hair from 
her head . ) [ The discharge here 
is not menstrual blood but the 
sub s tance formerly thought to 

resemble man ' s s emen and to cooperate with it  in the product ion of life . Folk
lore knew no thing about a woman ' s  ova or eggs . Elsewhere I have called her dis
aharge " female s emen" in accordance with folk belief - No . 3 196 , p . 2359 , v . 3 . ] 
[ Fayetteville , N .  Car . , (1390) , 24 9 3 : 1 . ] 

10219 . S ay ,  now a woman and she has a husb and , and she doesn ' t  want him to 
have anything to do with any other woman in the s ex line . She goes to  the s tore 

MAN ' S  NEW HANDKERCHIEF - SHE USE S ON HIM 
BURIES IN JAR IN FRONT OF STEPS HE MUST USE 
THI S  MAKES HIM IMPOTENT FOR OTHER WOMEN 
HE CAN TURN SPELL ON HER BY REVERSING BOTTLE 

and she buys a br and-new b ig 
[white]  pocket han ' ke ' ch ' ef . 
(What kind of  a pocket handker
chie f? ) 
A brand-new white pocket han ' ke ' 
ch ' e f .  She takes that back home 

to the bed and tonight she fool with him . She will use that to wipe him on , don ' t 
cha know . And she won ' t use that on her s el f .  All r ight . She wait unt il he ' s  
gone and then she ' ll take that and she bury it  in a small j ar ,  don ' t cha know , 
right in front of  the s teps where he ' ll have to walk over that whensomever he 
comes . He kin go wherever he wants and b e  with whoever he wants  to , but he can ' t 
have nothing to do with ' em.  

(Well , suppos e  a man did  that [ to a woman ] ? )  
That j us t  revers ing it . Revers ed it . When she bury i t , she ' ll bury it  on 

the bottom [ o f  j ar ] . He ' ll take it and bury i t  on de top , on end [ turn it ups ide 
down so that handkerchief will be against reversed top of j ar ] . 

(Well , how do you mean she buries i t  on the bottom - bottom of  what ? )  
Bo t tom o f  t he j ar .  Put i t  in the j ar ,  s ee , and she got t a  s et the j ar down 

and bury it . Well , he ' ll go there , why he j u s t  t ake i t  and put i t  outs ide of 
that , the way she had - ups ide down , the bottle up . 

( I  s ee ,  tha t fixes her , s ees that she can ' t get away . )  
I mean that she can ' t get away . See , the only way she kin get away is when 

the top ro t s  off  and the rag ro t s  up . [ Charles ton , S .  Car . , ( 5 14 ) , 600 : 1 ,  from 
Doator Glover , for whom see head o f  graveboard rocking in answer , p . 2 25 8 f . , v . 3 . ] 

BURDOCK USED IN  RESTORING MAN 1 S NATURE 
10220 . Burdock is a dry herb that chew 
buy . Yo ' buy it from the Hindu people 
[ someone pictured with a turb an ] also . 

An ' in taking b aths an ' usin '  olive oil  an ' things lak that , that ' s  when his 
nature will come b ack . [Lit tle Rock , Ark . , ( 88 7 ) , 14 6 3 : 11 . ] 

CICADA GREASE A CURE FOR IMPOTENCE 
10221 . Bo il a c icada in lard and greas e 
man ' s tool with it to cure a spell of  im
p otence . [ The magic here is prob ab ly be

caus e the insect s ings , then comes out of  a hard shell i t  leaves b ehind ; a symbol 
of  escape , new li fe and s inging with j oy ! ]  [Richmond , Va . ,  (415) , 366 : 1+85 . ]  

COCONUT - CUT OUT AN EYE - PARCH AND POWDER 
SHAVE HAIR FROM COCONUT - POWDER IT - RUB BOTH 
ON WOMAN - SHE IMPOTENT FOR ANY OTHER MAN 

10222 . De coconut s ,  dey go t 
some of  ' em two an ' three holes 
[ eyes ] in ' em.  Yo ' take yore  
kni fe an ' cut dat top  [ round 
b lack spot or eye ] outa dat 

hole b e fo '  yo ' ,  git to dat watah [or mi lk  ins ide coconut ] .  Yo ' t ake dat top 
[ eye ] yo ' cut outa dere , an ' let dat dry . Den yo ' take dat an ' yo ' dry it . Yo ' 
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dry it . Aftah yo ' dry it  yo ' burn it  into a coal [ b y  burning ] an ' yo ' ground 
[ gr ind ] it up . Den yo ' take de hair , yo ' shave all de hair o f f  dat coconut , an ' 
mix dat [hair and eye powder ] together . An '  yo ' kin take dat in yore pocket an ' 
i f  yo ' got a woman , well when yo ' use dat wit her , she cain ' t have nobody . Yo ' 
take dat [ coconut ] hair an ' yo ' rub it in yore han ' an ' yo ' r ub it on her , an ' 
she cain ' t have nobody . [ She is impotent for all men by you . ] If anybody [ any 
man approach ] her dey heart gonna fall . 

(You j ust  have this hair . All you use is  this hair from the coconut? ) 
De hair an ' qe top [ ground-up eye ] of it . Yo ' know whut ah ' m  talkin ' ' bout , 

whut chew cut out , de ho le where de [ coconut ] milk is got ta come outa dere . Well 
ah use dat wit de hair toge�her . See , ah take dat an ' when dat gits dry , well 
ah ' ll parch dat all up together wit de hair an ' makes a ashes out of it . Dat de 
same as a powder . [New Or leans , La . , ( 1574) , 2897 : 1 . ] 

1 0 2 2 3 . Take a dishrag . If yo ' wanta man to mes s  wit nobody but chew, j es '  
take a dishrag an ' have intercourse an ' dry on dat dishrag , an ' take it an ' put 

it  - keep it somewhere yo ' know. 
MAN WIPED WITH DISHRAG CANNOT HAVE OTHER WOMAN An ' when he s tart to mess wit 

someone else he ' ll fall j es '  lak 
a dishrag . He can ' t mess wit no one . [Waycross , Ga . ,  ( 1093) , 1763 : 8 . ] 

10224 . Yo ' take a dishcloth . 
SHE WIPES HIM WITH DISHCLOTH - KEEPS OVER DOOR An ' when yo ' have connection wit 

him , yo ' wipe him wit dat cloth 
an ' put it ovah de front of de fo ' . An '  den he can ' t leave [or  have ] nobody 
aftah dat . [ Sumter , S .  Car . , ( 1378) , 2447 : 14 . ] 

102 2 5 . Yo ' go take it - de dishrag - yes s ir , an ' let him wipe wit it , but 
don ' t chew wipe wit it . An ' take it to a ironing bo ' d  an ' iron it - out stiff -

an ' chunk it  in a crack up ovah 
IRON DISHRAG STIFF - HIDE IN CRACK OVER DOOR de do ' .  An ' it will make him 

fall every t ime he go to have 
somepin tuh do with somebody ' cept yo ' .  [Waycross , Ga . , ( 1081) , 1751 : 4. ]  

10226 . If he has an inter-
WOMAN WIPES MAN WITH DISHRAG - BURIES IN FIREPLACE co ' se wit his wife , she 

takes a dishrag an ' cleans 
him o f f  an ' takes an ' bury it in de f iahp lace ;  takes an ' bury it while it ' s  damp 
any p lace , an ' he can ' t have no interco ' se wit no o thah woman but her . [ Fayette

WOMAN BURIES DISHRAG AT EAST CORNER OF HOUSE 
ville , N .  Car . , (1402) , 2523 : 14 . ] 
1 0 2 2 7 . A woman kin go to her 
kitchen an ' git de dishrag an ' 

let him wipe wit it . Take dis 
east corners ]  of de house , an ' 
[ unab le t o  keep appointment ] .  

dishrag an ' bury it  in de east corner [one of the 
if he go to o ther woman in dis town ,  be back out 
[ Fayet teville , N. Car . , ( 1407) , 2530 : 8 . ] 

SHE HANDS HIM DISHRAG TO USE - LATER SHE PUTS IT 
IN MIDDLE OF MATTRESS  - MAKING A QUINCUNX - AND 
SLEEP S ON IT - HE CANNOT MESS WITH OTHER WOMEN 

10228 . Jes ' hia an' her could 
mat e  together . She would take 
de dishrag an '  give it to him 
an ' let him use it , an '  take 
it an ' put it in de middle of 

her mattress an ' sleep on it ever ' night . Dat will keep him from messin ' wit any 
othah woman . [ Sumter , S .  Car . , ( 1346) , 2328 : 10 . ] 

10229 . L ike you havin ' to do with ' er an ' she ' ll take a dishcloth an ' she ' ll 
wipe you with de dishc lo th .  An ' she ' ll take dat dishcloth an '  she ' ll care it 
an '  put it under her bed or under her p illah , see , an ' yo ' couldn ' t  mess with a 
woman to save your lif e .  I f  dat man [ o r  you ]  go t sense now , h e  kin git r id o f  
dat . Why , h e  go , if  h e  wan ' a git r id o f  it , he ' ll g o  an ' steal • • • o r  yo ' g o  [ to ]  
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s omebody house an ' yo ' s teal de dishcloth , see . You go [ got to ] have sumpin to 

SHE WIPES MAN WITH DISHCLOTH - KEEPS  IN BED OR PILLOW 
HE CAN HAVE NO OTHER WOMAN - AS CURE HE STEAL S 
A DISHCLOTH - USES ON HER - FOLDS - WEARS OR HIDES 

do with her , or any other 
woman , an ' you ' ll wipe 
with dat dishcloth . An '  
yo ' take dat dishcloth 
an ' fold it  right tight . 

An '  he kin wear i t  with him or put i t  somewhere where nobody but him can reach 
it but him . An '  she can ' t do nuthin with nobody but you . [Wilmington , N. Car . , 
( 2 2 8 ) , 147 : 3+85 . ]  

10230 . (To ge t your wi fe b ack? ) 
Yes s ir .  
(How do you d o  that ? )  
You j us t  go out there to them 

o f  her s t ocking or the heel , and 
front s t eps and you kin take a piece o f  her toe 
she [not ] go ing to  pass over that . She - all 

CLOTHES : STOCKINGS - BLOOMER - PIECES UNDER STEP 
MAN CANNOT ENTER HOUSE - SHE CANNOT LEAVE IT 

you go tta  do is  to git i t  down 
in de ground under them s teps , 
de toe o f  her s tocking or de 
heel , or a piece out of  her 

b loomers , out of de seat of them. Put it down 
it , and i f  a man comes there , he won ' t come up 
and call her and they ' ll stand there and talk . 
s tore , she send him. She ain ' t going to go out 
( 75 6 ) , 1037 : 1 . ] 

in there under them s teps and bury 
them steps . He come there and -

And i f  she want anything at de 
of there . [ Vicksb urg , Mis s . ,  

10231 . Ah hear ' d  dere wuz a lady once taken a girl ' s  dress an ' taken d e  front 
o f  it  out , an ' torn de front o f  it out so she ' d  be [weak ] in de front [ o f  her 

DRESS  - FRONT TORN OUT - CAUSES IMPOTENCE 
body ] . She takes dis piece of de 
dress  an ' b uries it , buries it right 
where it would have chills an ' 

things an ' she wun ' t [wouldn ' t ]  have no natUPe fo ' no man . 
(Did she tear the dress  out? ) 
Dey [ she ] to ' [ tore ] d e  front of  it  out . 
(The whole front o f  i t  out . )  [ Fayet tevi lle , N .  Car . , ( 1402 ) , 2 5 24 : 1 . ] 
10232 . De only thing dat ah heard , whe ther dey tried it  on dem or no t ,  dey 

s ay i f  a woman want s to keep a man home , she kin take her drawers , yo ' know , an ' 

WOMAN GIVES MAN TEA FROM HER DRAWERS 
YO ' [HE ] KIN GO OUT [LOOKING FOR A WOMAN ] 
BUT CHEW [HE ] AIN 'T GOIN ' BE NO GOOD OUT 

boil i t .  Make a tea out o f  it  an ' 
g ive i t  to him. An '  he kin go out 
dere . Any place dey give dem tea , 
l ike i f  yo ' be  done eatin ' in a p lace 
an ' dey f ix chew tea an ' dey kin po ' 

i t  in yore tea.  An ' yo ' kin drink dat a couple of  mawnin ' s - three or fo ' mawn
in ' s  - an ' yo ' kin go out but chew ain ' t  goin ' b e  no good out . Yo ' j es '  b e  out 
dere , it ain ' t a thing yo ' kin do out dere . [ S t . Pe tersb urg , Fla . , ( 9 9 6 ) , 

EAVES - BURY UNDER - CLOTH WOMAN USES ON MAN 
16 12 : 7 . ] 
10233 . He use de cloth , yo ' know , 
an ' yo ' [woman ] b ury i t  right down 

- in [ under ]  de eave [eaves ] where de rain wash o f f  de house , an ' dat will conkah 
dem [man ] . Dat makes him s tay home [keep him away from other women ] .  

(The cloth with which the woman has wiped the man? ) 
Yea , dat ' s  right . Dat ' s  it . Bury dat right down ' neath de house . Dat ' s  

good . [ Faye tteville , N .  Car . , ( 139 6 ) , 2 9 7 7 : 1 3 . ] 
10234 . Dis aig - yo ' take an ' b uy yo ' a b o t t le o f  gingerale , an ' b reak de 

aig into a glas s an ' po ' de gingerale on top of  it , an ' s t ir it  up like yo ' 
making milk-shake , yo ' know, an ' drink i t .  Dat brings i t  [ sexual potency ] back . 
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EGG - RAW - MIX WITH BOTTLE O F  GINGERALE 
DRINK 3 TIMES DAILY - CURES SEXUAL IMPOTENCY 

Do dat three t imes a day . 
( That b rings your nature back? ) 
Yes . 
(Drink that three t imes a day and 

i t  wi ll bring your nature back . ) [ S t . Petersburg , Fla . , (1007 ) , 1628 : 1 1 . ] 
10235 . Yo ' kin take a b lack hen ' s aig an ' take a wet new cloth an '  wipe dat 

aig ,  an ' ba l l  dat cloth up an ' sew it in de pillah , an ' dey said dat man can ' t 
go wit anothah woman to save his life ; an ' i f  he do , he can ' t  come to save his 

EGG OF BLACK HEN - WIPE WITH WET NEW CLOTH 
BALL UP CLOTH AND SEW UP IN MAN '  S PILLOW 
HE CAN ' T  GO WITH ANOTHER WOMAN - CAN ' T  COME 

evah night . [ Savannah , Ga . , (1266) , 2146 : 9 . ] 

life . Ah seen a man fixed fo ' dat 
last week . 
(You mean sew that up in his pil
low? ) 
In his pillah whut he sleep on 

102 3 6 . There ' s  a root  called the " sang" root , you kin put it in a • • • •  
( Called what root? ) 
Called the " sang . "  
( Sang? ) 
Sang roo t . You put i t  in a - i t ' s  got a lit t l e  prong up on i t .  It ' s  kind 

of - i t ' s  nothin ' but a root but i t ' s  got a little prong at the top . Put that 
in what they cal l holy oil  with the little prong s tanding up . And it ' s  called 

ERECTUS ROOT - OR SANG ROOT - OR GINSENG ROOT 
IT 'S A LITTLE RED - BUNCH AT BOTTOM - PRONG AT TOP 
KEEP IN BOTTLE OF HOLY OIL - PRONG STANDING UP 
MAN ANOINTS BODY WITH - WOMAN CAN OFFER IT TO MAN 

" erectus" root . It ' s  a 
litt le red . 
(What do you call it ? )  
Called " erex" [" erectus" ] 
root . And keep it [ root ] 
up in that s tuff [ holy oil ] 

and put it in there with i t , so he kin ' noint his body . Let it d ie with it . 
' Co ' se [of  course ] i f  you [ a  woman ] go with any man , like dat , why yo ' kin j us t  
offer i t  to him and he ' ll fall for you and he ' ll have • • • •  [word "erection" prob
ab ly not in informant ' s  vocabulary ] .  

(Now that " sang" root , do you mean ginseng root? ) 
I t ' s  the same . We always j us t  call it j us t  " S ang" root . 
( Sang root? ) 
I t ' s  a lit t le ole bunch at the bottom ,  nothing but a root at the bottom, but 

it got a little prong at the top . 
( I  see . ) [At one t ime there was a fair amount of trade in specially shaped 

ginseng roots ,  shaped like the parts of the human b ody that were ailiDg - the 
present part for example - especially in the old China trade . ] [Vicksburg , 
Miss . , ( 75 5 ) , 1 0 3 2 : 11 . ] 

10237 . He wus a married man , she wanted him .  All right . She gpes to this 
here ole lady , this ole lady in Chattanooga , Tenn . , called Aunt Dinah. Eberbody 

GRAVEYARD DIRT - MEASUREMENT OF MAN BY WOMAN 
BURIED IN 2 DAYS - ON ORDERS OF  AUNT DINAH 
THEN WRAPPED WITH STANDING-UP NEEDLES IN 
RED FLANNEL - IN TICK ON MAN ' S S IDE OF BED 

in Chattanooga - you can call her 
name from here and eberbody - you 
can as t de co ' thouse about her , 
j es '  as t anybody. Jes ' call de 
co ' tenhouse [because her special
ity was court cases ] and ast any

thing about Aunt Dinah , an ' you ' ll 
She goes to Aunt Dinah . 

git hist ' ry o f  her from right here today . 

Aunt Dinah says , "•Well , kin you go to sleep with him? " 
S he says , "Yes . "  
" Can you have dealings with him? " 
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She said , "Yes . "  
She says , "You take a string , and when you have dealings with him, " she says , 

"you measure around him . " 
When she measured this man around here , she carries that to Aunt Dinah . Aunt 

Dinah takes that and she buried it in graveyard dirt . And after she let it s tay 
in graveyard dirt two day , she told her to carry it back . She wrapped it up in 
red flannel and put old sharp needles , p o ints stickin ' straight up , and [ said ] : 

" Carry that back and sew it up in your b edtick . Put it on the side where 
he ' s  got to sleep ; and as long as that is in your tick ,  that man will stay with 
you and he ' ll quit his wife . "  [Baltimore , Md . , ( ? ) ,  4 2 : 2 . ] 

1 0238 . An ' den it ' s  anothah one , see . Dis [ first ] woman , yo ' know , loved 
dis man . Dis  man , he wuz ga in ' wit a [ second ] woman . An ' she [ firs t woman ] 

3 TIMES UP WOMAN WIPES MAN WITH NEW HANDKERCHIEF 
SEWS INTO HIS PILLOW - HE SLEEPS ON 9 NIGHTS 

THEN BURIED - MAKE S HIM IMPOTENT FOR OTHER WOMEN 

loved him yo ' know , an ' she 
wouldn ' t  do nuthin [ to s top 
him] . He would do da t .  So 
[ first woman] she says , "Well, 

he ' s  good t o  me , "  says , "but 
he goes out an ' has a big time wit othah wimmin . "  Says , "Ah ' m  gain ' s top dat . "  

Okay . Dey goes t o  b ed dat night an ' dey got connect ion together , yo ' know . 
Oh Lawd , she wus so good to him .  Oh gee ! An ' dis  an ' dat an ' so . An ' so she 
says , "Wait a minute ,  honey , ah ' ll dry yo ' . " She take a new han ' ke ' ch ' ef an ' 
she dried him .  When she dry him ,  she dry him lak dis - lak dis [ demons trates 
but not on b ody ] . 

( Upward three t imes . )  
Three times , yeah . An ' de  las t time she ' _d j es '  lak dat , yo ' s ee . Stop dat 

rag [ handkerchief ] dere . "Oh ,  baby , i t  was so good , so  nice . Oh Lawd . "  She 
stretches her lak dat . Mmmah . Dat [ semen ] caught in her han ' s ,  see . Threw it 
[ new handkerchief ] down [ on the floor ] . S o  she taken dat rag dat nex ' mawnin ' 
she takes dat rag an ' she sews it up in de pillah dere . An '  he lay on dat 
ever ' night fa ' [ until ] nine mawnin ' s . An ' de ninth mawnin ' she takes dat out 
an ' she puts it on another place . An ' from dat day on , she could go o f f  her
s elf , an ' he nevah did have chance ' nuff  to he htmself do lak dat . An ' when he 
do lak dat , it  wuz her all de  t ime . Jes ' kept together . [ Fayetteville , N .  Car . , 
( 14 00) , 2 4 59 : 1 . ] 

10239 . Keep a man from runnin ' roun ' . Well , now , yo ' kin take a woman - j es '  
lak if she got a husban ' an ' he likes tuh run roun ' , why yo ' [ she ] take dem bed 

1 KNOT TIED IN BED RAG BY WOMAN WIP ING MAN 
HIDES IT IN BED TO KEEP HIM FROM OTHER WOMEN 

Pags dey use . Why she kin j es '  
take dat an ' tie  a knot in ' em 
after yo ' [ he ]  git through with 
it , an ' j es '  keep it up in de b ed 

somewhere .· Why he can ' t run out after no other woman but dem [ her ] . [ Waycross , 
Ga . ,  (1159) , 1934 : 3 . ] 

1024 0 .  New pocket handkerchief 
her [making long roll or cylind er , 

- woman wipes man - rolls up handkerchief to 
a phallic symb ol ]  - t ies int o a hard knot -

NEW HANDKERCHIEF - WOMAN WIPES MAN WITH 
ROLLS IT TO HER - T I E S  IN HARD KNOT - UNTIES 
FLATTENS IT OUT IN CENTER OF BEDTICK - A QUINCUNX 

unties knot - unrolls hand
kerchief - spread it out flat 
and keep s it that way under 
b edtick - in middleways o f  
b ed [ creat ing t h e  fifth o r  

center point among the four b edposts , making a quincunx] .  [Bedt ick is a spring
les s mattress filled with dried moss , leaves , cornhusks , dried grass , all sorts 
of  things . This impotence magic is my condensed transcript ion of long rite 
mis s ed by trans crib er . ] [ Memphis , Tenn . , ( 9 63) , 1 5 5 6 : 1 . ] 



- Hoodoo - Conj uration - Wi tchcraft - Roo twork - 39 79 

10241 . Measure a man . Yo '  kin take a new cord s tring . Dat ' s  whut ah heard . 
An '  take his measure d i s  way , de long ways , an ' dis  way [prob ab ly made a s i gn 

WOMAN MEASURES SLEEPING MAN WITH STRING - TYING 
3 KNOTS TO INDICATE LENGTH AND CIRCUMFERENCE 
THI S  I S  TO MAKE HIM IMPOTENT FOR OTHER WOMEN 

with fingers ] .  
(Around . )  
Yes . An ' then yo ' tie  those  
knots . Tie  one [kno t ] in each 
end [ o f  length measurement 

s tring ] and tie de o thah two [ends o f ]  around [measurement ] , one right here j es '  
around dat way . An ' wear it  right in front o f  you ,  see . An ' dat ' ll make him 
s tay at home . [To repeat : a kno t is t ied at the end of the usually new cord held 
against the body . A second knot indicates end of the length . While second kno t 
is  held at the beginning o f  the c ircumference measurement , a third kno t in the 
same s tring will establish the end of this double measurement . Remember , measure
ment is  taken whi le man is  as leep . ]  [Memphis , Tenn . , (154 9 ) , 281 7 : 4 . ] 

10242 . I ' ve heard o f  ' em takin ' a handke ' chief an ' measurin ' [ a  man ' s penis ]  
so many inches , don ' choo under s t and . I don ' t know whether it ' s  six inches or  

WOMAN MEASURES MAN WITH HANDKERCHIEF 
TIES IT INTO 3 KNOTS AND BURIES  IT 

what it is . An '  they ' ll tie i t . I think , 
the handke ' chief in three kno t s , an ' they 
will b ury i t . That ' ll make that man , don ' 
choo understand leave home , That ' s  what I 

heard ' em s ay .  That ' ll make that man leave home , don ' t choo understand an ' go 
the way that they want ' em to go . They ' s  some women , don ' t choo understand , 
they - you know - they don ' t [want ] de man themselve s an ' they don ' t want choo 
to be there wid your people . An ' they ' ll do anything in the world they kin to 
break ' em up . [Richmond , Va . , ( 34 8 ) , 292 : 4 . ] 

1024 3 : Take a p iece o f  cloth , [ they ] s ay ,  an ' ketch him as leep an ' measure 
him , measure his peni s . [Knots  no t tied ] . An ' aftah she measure i t , den she 

MEASURES MAN ONCE - NO KNOT S - WEAR ABOUT WAI ST 
wear dat aroun ' her wai s t , yo ' 
see . An '  den dat ' s  tuh tie 
him up . He cain ' t have nobody 

else but her . [One cylinder later informant repeats this rite from the man ' s 
po int o f  view;  see rite following present one . ] [Algiers , L a . , ( 1 5 7 5 ) , 2 899 : 14 . ] 

10244 . Whut he could do fo ' hims el f .  Somebo dy have tuh put him wise tuh let 
him know dat she have him tied an ' den he j es '  go an ' play with her an ' yo ' see , 

MAN TAKING KNOTTED STRING FROM WOMAN CURES SELF 
den he s ay ,  "Yo '  got somp in 
aroun ' yo ' .  Yo '  don ' want dat 
o le s tring aroun ' yo ' . " An ' 

j es '  take i t  o f f  her yo ' see . Well , dat ' ll loo se him . [ This i s  informant ' s  
preceding rite 10243 from man ' s po int of  view . ] [Algiers , L a . , ( 1 5 7 5 ) , 2900 : 1 . ] 

102 4 5 . Dey s ay dat chew tie  seven kno t s  o r  nine kno t s . [ Fire in grate cracks, 
a cold rainy day . ] I t ' s  always a odd numb er . An '  tie it [ this  kno tted s tring ] 

IB MEASURING STRING TIE 7 OR 9 
OR AN UNEVEN NUMBER OF KNOTS 

around people an ' dat will cause dem to have 
disconnection [be imp o tent ] wit wimmin folks . 
[ That fire in the grate cracked all day and I 
wore a long overcoat all day whi le interviewing ! 

The ro s in in the p inewood did the cracking . ]  [Waycro s s , - Ga . , (11 5 7 ) , 1928 : 4 . ] 

MAS TIE S 9 KNOT S IN HANDKERCHIEF TO TIE UP WOMAN 
DROPS IT INTO A JAR AND PLACES IT WHERE 

SHE WILL WALK OVER IT OR UNDER IT 

1024 6 . Ah s een tie knots . 
Go o f f  an ' have intercourse 
with a woman an ' tie  kno ts 
in dat hans ' cuff to tie her 
up . 
(Just how would they do that? ) 
Well , dey take dere pocket 
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hans ' cuf f an ' de ' tie it  up , t ie nine knots  in it . Take de po cket hans ' scuff den 
an ' put it in a j ar ,  an ' put de j ar down where she kin walk ovah it or walk undah 
it , eithah one , an ' she ' ll always b e  fa ' dat person . 

(A man would do this to a woman . )  
Uhmmm. [ S t .  Petersburg , Fla . , (102 7 ) , 1 6 7 1 : 13 . ] 
10247 . Tie knots  in a s t r ing an ' measure th e length of  a man , an ' wear it 

roun ' yo re laigs [ either leg ] an ' he can ' t have a woman . 

WOMAN WEARS 9 KNOT S IN STRING ON EITHER LEG 

WOMAN TIES 9 KNOT S IN STRING - WEARS IN SHOE 
HUSBAND CANNOT HAVE OTHER WOMEN 

(How many kno t s  would you t ie ? ) 
Nine . [ Fayet t eville , N .  Car . , 
( 14 51) , 2 6 3 7 : 10 . ] 
10248 . She take an ' t ie nine 
kno t s  in a string fa ' her husban ' 
so  he couldn ' t  have connect ion 

wi t nob ody else b ut her . She take nine knots  - j es '  lak mah [ hi s ] shirt , she ' ll 
take mah [ his ] shirt see an ' t ear a string out of  it , an ' tie  nine kno t s  in dere 
an ' she wears it  in her shoe . Dat will keep him from havin ' connect ion wit any 
othah woman . [Wilson , N .  Car . , ( 1 4 60) , 2650 : 6 . ] 

1024 9 . S he j us '  got to ket ch ' im sleep in ' when he done been out an ' come in 
broke down [worn out ] . In the summert ime there he ' s  layin '  up there , j us '  ketcha 

SHE TAKES CIRCUMFERENCE AND LENGTH OF MAN 
TIES 9 KNOT S IN STRING - WEARS ABOUT WAIST 

piece of  string - j us '  like this -
get the s ize  o f  it . Then when she 
get it o f f , she drop this end an ' 
start s from the other one an ' make 

a knot right chere [ here ] , direct where her hand left  o f f , an ' make nine kno t s  
in it . [ The 9 knots  are strung along t he measurement , a kno t at each end . ] An ' 
take i t  an ' make nine kno t s  an ' tie  it  roun ' ' er waist . Then he - it  have a 
tendency that he can ' t raise for nobody b ut her . 

( I s  there any way you get rid o f  that ? ) 
Well , quite natchal , the string is  ga in ' to weah off  an ' break o f f , an ' he ' s  

go ing to • • • •  [ New Orleans , La . , ( 8 1 9 ) , 117 9 : 2 . ] 
10250 . What would she do to fix him up ? She would take a str ing while he is 

asleep and get the length of his privat e .  And she ' ll t i e  that string in nine 

AFTER TAKING SLEEPING MAN ' S  LENGTH 
WOMAN TIES 9 KNOT S IN MEASUREMENT 
WEARS ABOUT WAIST OR PUT S IN GROUND 

kno t s  and she ' ll wear that s t r ing around 
her waist . And when he goes on the street 
amongst  other womens ,  why his private will 
fall , it  will never raise up for no one 
but her , as long as she wears that string . 

And she don ' t have to wear the string unless she want s t o , for she can easily 
bury the string . The string will do i t s  work either on her body or in the groun� 
as long as it i s  t ied and she got the right length o f  it . It ' ll never raise up 
for no woman but her . [ New Orleans , La . , (809) , 1139 : 5 . ] 

10251 . Well , now j us '  what one [woman ] he be  with .  And the one what want s  
t o  stop him , well she ' d get her a yard of  brand-new yellow cotton [ usually called 

SHE WIPES HUSBAND WITH YARD OF  NEW YELLOW COTTON 
[UNBLEACHED OR HOMESPUN ]  - KEEPS UNDER MATTRES S 
WITH WHITE COTTON STRING SHE MEASURES PENIS - TIES 
9 KNOT S - WEARS ABOUT WAIST - OTHER WOMEN USELE S S  

homespun = unbleached cotton] 
and she ' d take an '  when they 
go t o  bed , and then they 
finish , well that ' s  what she 
use . She use [wipes him 
with]  that . And she have 

her p iece of [white co t t on ] cord and she takes the measure [ o f  hi s peni s ]  and she 
put s nine knots  in it , in each [ this one ] piece in the whit e  cotton [ cord ] . Well , 
she keep the white [yellow]  co t t on [ p iece ] up under her mattress  and the cord with 
the nine knots in it , she wears it around her wais t .  And every time , if that ' s  
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hi s wife , and h e  leave h i s  wi f e  t o  g o  t o  hi s lady friend , well  there ' s  no thing 
doing [with the other woman ] . [New Orleans , La . , ( 845 ) , 1 2 93 : 6 . ] 

1025 2 .  [ This rite  comes in two p arts : ]  ( 1 )  [A woman will ] take h i s  shir t , 
fold the arms to gether , cro s s ing [ each o ther ] , put on s ide o f  bed where he sleep s  

WOMAN FOLDS ARMS O F  MAN ' S  SHIRT - KEEPS UNDER 
MATTRES S  UNDER HIM TO HOLD HIM - MEASURES HIS 
PRIVATES - TIES AS MANY KNOTS IN THE STRING AS 
TOOL IS INCHES LONG - WEARS STRING ABOUT HER 
WAI ST TO MAKE HIM IMPOTENT FOR ALL OTHER WOMEN 

[put under mat tress ] .  [The 
folding o f  shirt arms is a sym
bol o f  dead man in a coffin. ] 
He ' ll b e  back . ( 2 )  [ I f  he runs 
around wi th o ther woman , here is  
what she does . ]  Qui te  natural 
she kin git de measure of his 

private down dere an ' t i e  as many 
wear it aroun ' her wais t .  Dat ' ll 

kno ts  in i t  as  he [ his ] private is  long , an ' 
s t op him. [Memphi s ,  Tenn . , ( 9 30 ) , 1512 : 6  & 

MAN TIES 9 KNOTS IN STRING - WEARS ABOUT WAIST 
OR ABOVE KNEECAP - TO KEEP WOMAN FROM MEN 

1512 : 7 . ] 
10253 . Ah tell you now , the 
way ah unders t and the thing , 
it ' s  j es '  as good . Jes ' like 

yo ' have a int erco ' se wi th 
going have nobody but you . 
[ t o me only ] . 

a woman , you tie nine kno t s  in de string and she ain ' t 
I f  ah ' d  have fifty gals , ah betcha she ' d  wanta come 

(What would you do with that string after you put those nine knot s  in it? ) 
Tie it around your waist  o r  tie i t  around your laig - right up above your 

kneecap here [ demonstrates ] . Co ' se ah ' m  dirty [ as I could see ] . You know , ah ' m  
a [ hous e ]  p ainter you s ee . Ah betcha she won ' t have ' em [ o ther men ] . 

[While machine turned off  informant says something . ]  
(Yes , and do what ? )  
You tie nine kno ts  in the s tring . 
(Ye s , but didn ' t you say you did something else with it? ) 
Yes , j es '  af ter you have interco ' se wi th a woman [you do thi s . I f  some man ] 

wanta steal your wife , do  thi s .  You tie i t  around your wais t .  Ah betcha she 
won ' t have no one else . [Vicksburg , Miss . ,  ( 7 24 ) , 99 2 : 1 . ] 

10254 . They s ay that i f  yo ' have a husband and he runnin ' round and yo ' 
want a s t op him from runnin ' roun ' , o f  co ' se yo ' take him , yo ' know - ah gue s s  

TO STOP HUSBAND WITH WOMEN - WIFE MEASURES PENIS 
TIES 9 KNOTS IN STRING - WEARS ABOUT HER WAI ST 

when yo ' do fami ly duties -
an ' yo ' measure him. And 
after measuring him, co ' se 

in it , de string . An ' then take d e  string an ' 
co' se he can ' t have no courage with no one but 
945 : 2 . ] 

[ o f  course ] yo ' put nine kno t s  
wear it round yore wai s t , an ' of  
chew . [Mob ile , Ala . , ( 69 6 ) , 

10255 . Ah heard dat chew kin take a cord string dat chew buy on a package 
an' measure his private ,  an ' make nine kno t s  in it an ' wear it round yore wai s t , 
an '  he can ' t go out an ' have nobody else . [ Sumter , S .  Car . , ( 1 3 6 5 ) , 2410 : 13 . ] 

KEW COTTON CLOTH - WOMAN WIPES MAN WITH 
9 KNOT S IN - HIDES IN MATTRES S  HOLE 

1025 6 . And a woman can , like she got 
a man , you know , and he is go ing to 
another woman . Well , when she have 
him, she take a brand-new piece of 

cotton [ cloth]  and catch that , see , and she put 9 kno t s  in it , an ' j es '  put a 
bole anywhere in the mat tress and j es '  s tick it in the mat tress .  [Nev Orleans . 
La • •  ( 8 5 7 ) , 1365 : 2 . ] 

1025 7 . Wel l  [ into a cloth ] you can take a man ' s stuff , and take it and .ake 
Dine knot s in it [ cloth ] and take i t  and sew i t  up in east part  of the - at 
least in the west part [of  the bed ] . And after you s ew i t  up in there . j es '  
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left [ leave ] i t  stay there . And if he ' s  sleep ing on the front part of  that b ed , 
it has a tendency to make him stay home , not to run around . Stop him from run

9 KNOT S IN WIP ING-CLOTH HIDDEN IN MATTRE SS  
MAKES A QUINCUNX - ALSO THE MAN IMPOTENT 

ning around . 
(Where do you s ew that thing up ? 
In? How? ) 

it right in here [po int s to b ed i n  ho t el 
up in this mat tres s ,  r ight in here . 

Well , l ike this i s  - well , you put 
room where I was interviewing ] .  Sew it 

(On the wes t  s ide o f  the b ed? ) 
Yeah , toward s the eas t . 
(Oh , you s ew that on the eas t s ide of the b ed? ) 
Yeah . 
[ I  did not explore this symboli sm: eas t to r i s e  with and wes t  to set  with sun. 

For this symbolism s ee No . l0 261 . ] 
( I  s ee , in the mat t ress ? )  
In the mat t res s .  And that has a tendency to keep [him]  from running around , 

quiets  him down. [Wip ing-cloth enclo sed by 4 corners o f  b ed makes a quincunx. ] 
[New O rleans , La . , ( 8 19) , 117 0 : 3 . ] 

10258 . Yo ' take yore towel whut chew us e in interco ' s in ' wit a man , yo ' take 
it an ' tear i t  in nine s trands an ' t ie nine knots  in it , an ' s ew it up in de 

TEAR TOWEL USED FOR DRYING INTO 9 STRIP S 
PUT STRIP S IN ONE STRAND - TIE INTO 9 KNOTS 
SEW INTO MATTRESS  UNDER MAN ' S SIDE OF BED 

mat tress  in de place where he lay .  
H e  can ' t  mes s  wit no othah woman 
but his wife [with you ] . 
(You take this t owel that you wipe 
with and you t ie it in nine strips . 

Nine kno t s  in the whole or the whole thing 
Tie it together in nine kno t s . 

together? ) 

(You t ie al l these s t rip s  together in nine kno t s ? ) 
Yes s ir ,  an ' s ew i t  in de mat tres s under de place where he sleeps . [ Brunswick, 

Ga . , (12 2 5 ) , 20 83 : 4 . ] 
10259 . Yo ' kin take a 

have a man . Yo ' kin take 
lemon with a woman when she ' s in heat , when she wanta 
dat lemon an ' put salt in dat lemon , an ' yo ' take it 

SALT IN LEMON - TO WOMAN IN HEAT - REDUCE S DESIRE 
an ' yo ' drop some o f  i t  on 
her . Dat ain ' t gain ' make 
her ho t no mo ' ,  she won ' t  

wanta have nobody else no mo ' unt il aftah yo ' 
L a . , ( 1 5 74) , 28 9 7 : 2 . ] 

reduce [ dat lemon ] . [New Orleans , 

10260 . Yo ' get chureself nine matches . 
(Nine ordinary mat che s ? ) 
Nine ordinary mat ches and burn each one , an ' 

dose matches an ' read de Ten Commandment s .  An ' 

MATCHES 9 - LI GHT ONE EACH MORNING - LET I T  COOL 
WITH COOLED CHARCOAL MAKE CROSS  ON PENI S AND 
READ TEN CO�NDMENTS - NATU� RETURNS 9TH DAY 

cros s yo ' self down dere with 
every morning you do that for 

nine mornings , an ' the ninth 
morning , why , you find it 
different ; your nature ' s come 
back . ' Caus e  ah ' ve b een done 
that way once an ' ah knows . 
(Jus t to be s ure I understand . 

light each one and let it burn 
er ] . Now do I take each mat ch 

Make a cros s o n  it [ penis ] .  

Here are the nine matches . I 
[ so that each mat ch will become a penc il or mark
and j us t  make a cro s s  on myself? ) 

(Cro s s  it nine t imes [ all together ] with each one 
leave a b lack mark on it? ) 

o f  these burnt mat ches and 
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That ' s  right , make a b lack [ c ros s ]  mark on it . [ Somewhere else I may have 
discuss ed the match - espec ially one with a red head - as a phall ic symbol . One 
match is  used each day and one c ro s s  only is  made - 9 matches and 9 cros ses . ]  
[ S t . Petersburg , Fla . , ( 1 0 25) , 166 0 : 3 . ] 

10261 . I f  a woman have tPicked him where he can ' t do business , well every 
morning he take dat . Take some milk an ' put it in de pan an ' b athe down wit i t ; 

an ' throw i t  toward de  risin '  
TO CURE IMPOTENCE - BATHE IT DOWNWARD WITH MILK 
9 MORN INGS - DAILY THROW USED MILK TO RIS ING SUN 

sun , every morn ing fo ' nine 
mornings . 
[ I  had s topp ed machine but 

res tarted i t  to include informant ' s  us e o f  the word coUPage . ]  
(What will that do then? That will restore his coUPage ? )  
Yes , restore his coUPage .  [ S top machine . ]  
[ S tart machine again to p ick up another addit ion . ] 
(You say bathe down . ) [Waycro s s , Ga . , ( 1 084) , 1 7 5 3 : 5 . ] 
10262 . Ah heard dey said yo ' could take yo ' discharge an ' put it in a rag 

an ' put i t  where no air kin g i t  to i t , an ' put  it  in yore  pillah , an ' he cain ' t  

MAN ' S  SEMEN IN P ILLOW CAUSES IMPOTENCE 

EAT BLACK MOLAS SES 9 DAYS TO CURE IMPOTENCE 

do nuthin o ff nowheres else , an ' 
he ' ll have tuh stay home . [ Fayet
teville , N .  Car . , ( 144 3) , 2614 : 7 . ] 
10263 . (What can he do  for tha t ? ) 
Well , he kin go to take black mo

lasses syrup an '  eat it , eat i t  fo ' ab out nine days . Dat will kill ever ' bit o f  
i t  [ impo tence ] .  [ Fayetteville , N .  Car . , ( 14 0 7 ) , 253 0 : 9 . ] 

WMAN TURNS HER SHOE UPS IDE DOWN UNDER BED 
MAN UNABLE TO GO OUT AFTER OTHER WOMEN 

10264 . If yo ' wanta keep in love 
wit a man , yo ' j es '  turn de right 
foo t of yore sho es down underneat ' 
de b ed an ' he ' ll have tuh stick wit 

yo ' .  He can ' t go out himsel f wit womenfo lks . 
(Whose shoes do you turn down? The woman would turn hers down ? ) 
Dat ' s  right , down under d e  b ed . [ Sumter , S .  Car . , ( 134 7 ) , 2 3 2 9 : 1 2 . ] 
10265 . They say that chew can take the water o f f  o f  a silver dollah and al so 

the water off of a copp er cent , and sp rinkle a little b it of that with some snail 

SHAlL DUST - WATER FROM S ILVER DOLLAR 
AND COPPER CENT - RUBBED ACROSS WOMAN 

555 : 7 ,  an impossibl e  number here caused 
coas t . ]  

dust in a woman ' s  place there , and when a 
man come s there he ' ll get stuck j ust like 
a dog . [ Following rite  10266 by same 
man . ] [Elizab eth City , N .  Car . , (48 2) , 
by  the el iminat ion o f  cylinders down the 

10266 . [Here we have two fundamental 
the same rite : ]  They can take a di shrag 

ingredient s for impot ence combined in 
and snail dus t and sprinkle some o f  

SKAIL DUS T O N  DISHRAG CROSSED ON WOMAN BY MAN 
tha t  snail dust over it , the 
dishrag , and then let him take 
that and put it up and down her 

place there [ the vulva ] and cro s s  it [ thus making the sign of the cross ] ,  and 
.obody ' s peni s can stand to undertake to go in there , they claia. And then they 
said that i f  it ' s  a man , all she ' s  go t to do , is to ever ' now and then to wrahp 
�t round his penis , and he can ' t s tay away from her , he has to come home . 
[Alang similar lines , in case you mi ssed i t , let  me recall your attent ion to one 
af the most unusual statement s in HOODOO - how to make a special s ign o f  the 
cros s .  The Christ ian Church has made the sign o f  the cross in all sorts o f  ways : 
rllbt hand or  left , b eginning on right side or left , us ing any number o f  fingers 
... in all sorts  o f  comb inat ions , etc . , but surely the first stroke upward is 
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unique - see No . 3345 1 p . 2 39 4 1 v . 3 .  Preceding rite 10265  is by this pres ent in
formant . ]  [ Elizab e th City . N .  Car • • ( 4 8 2 ) 1 400 : 5+8 5 . ] 

RUB SNAIL AND EARTHWORM ON WOMAN TO CATCH LOVER 
10267 . De snail . yo ' know . 
he ' s  got some ole wax on him . 
an ' d e  earthworm. An '  yo ' mix 

de wax o f f a  de snail an ' de earthworm an ' rub it on de woman . an ' if she has an
other man yo ' ll ketch him - [ one of  the many folklore causes o f  penis cap tivus . 
For o ther snail rites and impotence . see pp . 2458-24 7 0 1 v . 3 .  and later in this 
present sect ion ] . [Waycro s s . Ga • • ( 11 2 9 ) 1 183 6 : 1 . ] 

MAN ON WAY TO WOMAN STEALS CLO TH HE WILL USE 
10268 . He has a p iece of cloth . 
He ' l l use that himself . He steal 
it while he ga in ' to her . He 

s t eals it . An '  he ' ll j es '  keep it with ' im an '  he wipe him an ' wipe her . An ' 
when he wipe her . you know . like that . why ever ' man who went dere he ' d  fall . 
[ Jacksonville . Fla • • ( 61 5) 1 7 9 1 : 2 . ] 

10269 . [A woman ] fixes a man so  he 
Ah [a doctor ] always nus es [ uses ] pure 

don ' t have nature fer any o ther woman . 
cream wit a mas sage to  him - wit de cow 

3 ROOT S :  RATTLESNAKE MASTER - DEER TONGUE - PICKANETTLE 
INFORMANT CONSIDERS AUTHOR A MEN ' S  SPECIALI ST 

cream - an ' give him 
dis  rattlesnake mas ter 
an ' deer tongue roo t . 
Take de deer tongue 

an ' dig an ' git de root part of ' em .  an ' b o il ' em all into one . An '  de picka
ne ttZe [ for identity see later ] .  An '  boilt  it into one an ' give him to drink ; 
[ r emedy ] which mos t  [people ] says is worked as a Spanish fly work . but ah did 
no t add dat . You better not [ in your work ] call i t  dat [ Spanish fly ] . But it  
work j es '  as  you • • • •  Dis cream dat she got - what I gave him to  massage hisself . 
b egin wit b lack gunpowder . Dat will kill de germs o f  whatever she put on him 1  
whatever kind o f  herb she put o n  him ;  a powder . have t o  be a dus t .  I t  have to  
b e  a burnt dus t to  take e f fec t - put on him. I wash him off  wit an ' give him 
d i s  to  take an ' dat will give him a nature to go anywhere wit any woman . 

(This " p ickle" bus iness  [ ac tually "p ickanettle" ] is  the same as " gall of  the 
earth . "  isn ' t it ? )  

Yes . s ir .  It grows s traight up [ the reason why i t  is used as an aphrodis iac ] .  
but ah go t some near to  de house . Ah ' ll make it mah bus iness t o  come back an ' 
bring some o f  mine so  you could see j es '  what ah got . I t  grows j es '  straight up 
j es '  like i t  go t lot s a  thorns on d e  back . [ I  had heard o f  pickane tt Z e  in Charles
ton . a net tle or thorny plant of some sort . ] [ Savannah . Ga • • ( 5 38 ) 1 658 : 3 . ]  

10 2 7 0 .  When mah husban ' left home ah had some o f  his [pub ic ]  hair an ' ah 
taken it an ' put it in de b o t tle an ' s topp ed it up an ' put it up undah de s t eps . 

3 TRICKS : MAN ' S  PUBIC HAIR IN BOTTLE UNDER DOOR 
HI S SEMEN - TIED ON STRING ABOUT HER WAI ST 
SEMEN WIPED ON DI SHRAG - PUT UP OVER SAME DOOR 
WOMAN DID ALL THREE - TIRED OF HIM - LEFT HIM 

An '  j is '  lak me an ' him be to
gether . well ah got de string 
an ' got some of it [ s emen ] an ' 
put i t  roun ' mah wais t ; an ' he 
always b e ' s  by me all de t ime . 
An '  ah got de d ishcloth an ' put 

some [ s emen ] on de d ishcloth an ' put it up ovah de do ' 1 an ' whenevah he go out -
he had b een ga in ' out an ' stayin ' an ' s tayin ' an ' ga in ' o f f  runnin ' roun ' 1 an ' 
he got so he j is ' stayed at home all de t ime . An '  den ah quit him.  Aftah he 
got tuh bein ' s o  goo d  tuh me 1 den ah went tuh treat in ' him mean . Yo ' know . him 
treat in ' me mean . ah went o f f  tuh show him how it feel fo ' him tuh do me lak dat . 
An '  he j is '  c ry all de t ime tuh try tuh g i t  me b ack.  

(Did you go back to h im? ) 
No , ah didn ' t go b ack to him. He in hosp ital now. [Memphis . Tenn • • ( 9 3 3) .  
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1513 : 18 . ] 
10271 . If a person go t chew fixed so yo ' ain ' t go t no manhood wit churesel f , 

yo ' j es '  go an ' make water into a red ant ' s  nest . I t  will freshen right up 
ag ' in . Ah ' ve lost mah natU!'e mah

URINATING INTO RED ANT NEST CURES IMPOTENCE sel f dat way an ' ah ' ve gained it 
back dat way . Dat ' s  t rue about 

dat . [For ants see No s . 3111- 311 2 ,  p . 234 2 ,  v . 3 . ] [Waycro s s , Ga . ,  ( 1145) , 1869 : 6 . ]  
1027 2 .  I f  a woman didn ' t  want chew tuh be 

WMAN TAKES MAN ' S COURAGE FOR HER 
BY PUTTING HER URINE IN HI S FOOD 

socially f amiliar wit her , den she git some 
chamb eP lye an ' put it in his cooking.  Why 
yo ' couldn ' t  have de coUPage wit dat woman . 

Ah ' ve heard o f  dat . [ The opposite 
[Sumter , S .  Car . , (1374) , 243 6 : 5 . ] 

is usually t rue , as in two following rites . ] 

10 2 73 . He takes and give her his urine to drink unbeknowns t  t o  her , like in 
beer or wine , and she won ' t even look a t  ano ther man , won ' t have any natU!'e to

IF A MAN GIVES HI S URINE TO A WOMAN IN A DRINK 
SHE WON 1 T HAVE ANY NATURE FOR ANY OTHER MAN 

wards any other man . That urine 
keep s her mine [mind ] on that 
one man , her husband , when he 
is gone away from her , on a 

visit or somepin . [New Orleans , L a . , (809 ) , 1139 : 6 . ] 
102 7 4 . Dey have to t ake de measurement o f  a man , s ay it ' s  such as a man run-

Din '  aroun ' after women . An ' if a woman t ake his measurement with a piece o f  

� ' S MEASUREMENT STRING AND URINE BOTTLED BY 
liDMAN - WHEN SHE SHAKES BOTTLE HE LO SES NATURE 

s t ring , an ' his wat er , an ' put 
it in there [bottle ] , as he go 
to fool with any o ther woman , 
whenever she shake this [bottle ] 

.p ,  he ' ll lose all nachUPe fer any o ther woman but her . She keep that [bottle ] in 
a secret place , an ' whenever she think that he ' s  doin ' somepin wrong , shake that , 
an' nachurely that would cause him to lose nachUPe fer any other woman but her . 

ll»fAN BOTTLES MAN ' S  MEASUREMENT AND HER URINE 
JEEPS IT IN LEFT CORNER OF HOUSE TO HOLD HIM 

[ Richmond , Va . ,  ( 3 5 6 ) , 295 : 5+8 5 . ]  
102 7 5 . We ll , if  she could get 
holt  of  somep in belongin ' t o  a 
man , if she could get holt o f  

his - but she mus t  be i n  connect ion with him once . And she could get the measure 
of him and get some of her chambeP lye and mix it together , she could get him . 
�e only way he could get away from her . 

(She takes the measure of the man with a s tring? ) 
With a s tring , yeah . 
(And what did she do with her chambeP lye , then? ) 
Put it in that bottle  with the s t ring .  
(Oh , she put s the s t ring in the bottle where she put the chambeP lye . ) 
Put it in a bottle and set i t  up in de left corner o f  the house . [ The left 

corner is either left corner , front or back , while approaching house . ]  
(In the left corner of the house ,  and that will keep him . ) 
That will keep him right with her . [Norfolk , Va . , ( 4 74 ) , 4 91 : 3 . ] 
10 27 6 .  I know at one t ime a woman and a man were very f amiliar towards  each 

ather , they would do anything they were inclined to do . So  at last one day this 

SHE MEASURE S  HIS LENGTH OR HE MEASURES HER SIZE 
DIOPS INTO BOTTLE WITH URINE - SHE HERS - HE HIS 

woman decided that she would 
t ake the measure [ circumfer
ence ] and the l ength of her 
sweetheart . And after doing 

so - j us t  as if you would go and measure a do g ' s t ail . I don ' t care how bad the 
�� is , I don ' t care how much s tranger he is , y ou can measure his tail and take 
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the length o f  the measure and bury it at your doorstep , and that dog will never 
depart from you . S o  this woman , after taking the meas urement o f  this man , goes 
to work . Then she dec reed that , I want this man for  mys el f  individual . She 
would go to work and take this measurement , and wrap it up in a b undle and put 
it in a b o t t l e , and put this measurement in her trunk ,  with a small quant ity o f  
her ur ine with this ; and s topped it  up and put i t  in her trunk and l et it remain . 
And this man then would always forever b e  ravish with her and always want ing to 
get to her . You measure with a p iece of  string , s t ick , anything . You put that 
in the bottle  with the ur ine . The man , you measure the length ; the woman , you 
measure the s iz e .  He would do the same sort o f  thing with her meas ure . [Hamp
ton (Old Point Comfor t) , Va . , by  Ediphone . ]  

1 0 2 7 7 . To fix him up . Now he want s to get his nature back , all he got to do , 
he take and he urine in a bottle . You s ee , he • • • •  

(He ur inates into a bott le? ) 
In a bottle , you s ee .  Now , he ur inates in a bottle  and , if he ur inate in that 

bottle and he can get to some of hers , s ee , he pour hers on top o f  his . Now , 

TO RESTORE HI S NATURE HE URINATES INTO BOTTLE 
POURS HER URINE ON TOP - ADDS SUGAR AND CINNAMON 
PUTS UNDER BED - UNDER HIS HEAD - AFTER NATURE 
RETURNS - HE HIDES BOTTLE SOMEWHERE PERMANENTLY 

when he put that together , he 
take sugar and cinnamon and 
he puts that all togethah . 
He mixes that up good . S ee . 
Now , he put that under the 
head of the b ed ;  s ee , where 

he s l eep at , where he knows she can ' t find it . I f  he ' s g ot t ime enough to do 
that and she ' s done fixed the b ed hersel f , he put s that his s el f  there ,  you s ee ,  
b ecaus e he has to do his s el f  good , you understand . Now , at night when he comes 
in - if he done come from wo rk or if he ' s  got wo rk anywhere - when he comes in , 
long about , prob ' ly it might be  midnight . He ' l l rais e up , you see . He ' s  go ing 
to raise up . Now , when he get [ rais e ]  up , he ' l l get there to her , s ee .  And as 
long as he keep that there [ under b ed ]  unt il he get his s el f  back together , done 
got back al l his na ture again , why then he can take that same bottle of s t uf f and 
keep it hid on the top of anything that ' s  high where she can ' t get to it . And 
she ' ll have mo re t roub l e  with him than the day is long . She ' l l have plenty 
trouble with him then , b ecaus e he ' l l always want to be  on her , see . He done 
go t his na tuPe back . 

(I s ee , that ' s  to b r ing his nature back , so that he can do this with his 
wife . ) 

With his wif e .  
(I s ee . ) [New Orleans , La . , ( 8 3 2 ) , 1251 : 3 . ] 
10278 . Whut chew kin do with a dirty sock , leas t 

a woman , dat is she ' s  about tub go or he ' s  about tub 
dat is tub keep a man with 
go from her , is dis : His 

ur ine is his nature . 
HI S URINE I S  HI S NATURE - BOTTLE WITH - HE LODESTONE 
STEEL DUST - CINNAMON - SU GAR - DRAWING OIL - MIND OIL 
WRITE NAME 9 TIMES - 9 NEEDLES - 9 PINS - MIX WELL 
PUT UNDER YOUR DOORSTEP - LET MAN CRO S S  3 TIMES 
THEN PUT IT IN YOUR PLACE - HOLDS MAN - NEVER LET HIM 
FIND IT - IF HE GITS HOLT OF DAT • • •  DAT MEANS DEATH 

Yo ' unders tan '  dat . Yo ' 
git de  bottle  an ' git de 
ur ine an ' yo ' git de he 
lodes tone , s t eel dus t , 
cinnamon , s ugah , drawin ' 
oil , mind oil . Write de 
name nine times , nine 

needles an' nine pins . An '  yo ' put dat ingrediment [ ingredient s ]  together , yo ' 
understan' , an '  yo ' shake it well an ' put it undah de do ' s t ep .  Be shure dat it 
crosses ovah it three times , an ' den aftah yo ' take it an ' put it anywheres in 
yo re plac e .  Yes , ah kin guarantee yo ' it bring de woman dat ah d id de work fo ' , 
dat ah he ' ped [helped ] out with it , an ' through prayers , goin ' t o  de chapel an ' 
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makin ' prayers . 
(That ' ll hold the man? ) 
Lis ten , dat ' ll hold him an ' yo ' ll nevah git , but don ' evah - dat means a man'll 

kill yuh if he gits holt of dat , yo ' see . Dat means death . An ' it really will 
hold him. [New Orleans , La . , ( 1 5 7 0  profe s s ional woman) , 28 84 : 2 . ]  

10279 . There ' s  ano ther thing . They can t ake your chamber lye again and s top 
you from us ing a woman . 

(How could they do that ? )  
They take your chamber lye and put it  into a 

and af t er they put it into a small bottle , they 

MAN ' S URINE STOPPED UP IN VERY SMALL BOTTLE 
LET REST OVERNIGHT - THEN STAND BOTTLE IN PAN 
OF WARM MILK - TAKE OUT - LET MILK BOIL ALMOST 
AWAY - CATCH OWL AND SHOVE BOTTLE DOWN OWL ' S  
THROAT KILL ING IT - BURY OWL HEAD UP BOTTLED 
URINE STILL IN THROAT - MAN IMPOTENT FOR LIFE 

l i t t le small bottle like that . 
let i t  res t overnight . And after 

it r e s t  in overnight , they t ake 
that [bot tled ] chamber lye and 
put it  down into some warm milk 
and take it [ b o t t le ] up . Draw 
it [bot t l e ]  up and let that milk 
boil away , that it almo s t  gone 
out that bot t le [ pan ] . And t ake 
that [ small ] bot t le again and 

ket ch a owl and shove it up in that 
that bottle [with urine ins ide ] and 
up . Then you ' ll go for the b alance 

owl ' s  throat unt il it kill him.  And take 
bury it  in the ground with his [owl ' s ]  head 
of your life . 

(You do what ? )  
You locked up [ impotent ] for the b alance of your life , you can ' t use a woman . 
(You put an owl in there , an owl , a b ird , an owl that s t eal s a chicken , an 

owl that flies around at night ? )  [ I  am wrong . Owl is  no t put in b o t t le b ut 
very small bottle with ur ine is put in owl ' s throat . ]  

Yeah . 
(An owl? And this milk . Do you pour the ur ine into the milk or put that 

bottle down into the milk? ) [Again I am wrong ! ]  
Put the bottle [with urine ] down in there [ the milk ] . 
(But you don ' t let any milk get into the bottle? ) 
No , you have it s ealed . 
(Yes , b ut you let this [bot t led ]  ur ine boil in the milk? ) 
Yeah . 
(I unders tand , I s ee . But you have to kill this owl , ins ide the bottle? ) 

[As I explained , owl is not in bottle . ] 
Yes . 
(And bury the bottle [ in owl ' s  throat ] with the owl ' s head up . You have to 

use a large bottle for that [ no ! ] I under s tand . [No , the urine is  in very small 
bot t le in owl ' s  throat , but owl b uried head up . ]  [New Orleans , La . , ( 8 6 3 ) , 
1384 : 4 . ] 

10280 . Jes ' lak a woman if she love yo ' , she b e  - well , she take de bow out 
yore cap . Well , she t ake dis bow outa yore cap an ' when she mess wi t chew . she 

SHE ROLLS HI S CAP BOW IN HI S AND HER GERMS 
ADDS SOMETHING SWEET - PEES  ON 7 MORNINGS 
lOLL BOW IN SULPHUR - LET HIM WALK OVER IT 

take de germs from yo ' an ' herself . 
an ' she ' ll roll dis bow up in it. 
She roll dis bow up in dat . An ' den 
she ' ll take dis bow an ' she pat 
somepin , any thing sweet . jes'  say

thing dat ' s  sweet on dere . An '  she ' ll take dis bow an ' she ' ll pee on dis bov 
every morning for s even mornings .  She ' ll pee on dis bow for seven .arniDaa. An ' 
den she ' ll t ake dis bow af ter she do dat , pee on seven mornings . tate de ge� 
£ram yo ' an ' her germs an ' put on heah . An ' she ' ll roll dis in sulpbar . Sulphur 
always . Ah don ' t know whut sulphur is but mos t  all womenfolks use sulphur in 



3988  - Memoirs o f  Alma Egan Hyatt  Foundation -

ever ' thin ' . Wel l , she take de s ulphur an ' she put it on dere an ' she take dis 
heah bow ,  after she take i t  out , an ' she ' ll put it  in some close place where yo ' 
trans fer back an ' forward all de t ime . An '  [ does ] dat in order - she put [ it ]  
dere , dat ' s  for yo ' t o  s tay clos e ,  wanta b e  round her . Yo ' don ' t feel s atis fied , 
yo ' wanta be  round her all de t ime . ' Co ' se it  don ' t have nuthin to  do wit your 
nature but chew don ' t wanta mes s  wit nob ody else but her . Dat ' s  de s tory ah 
heard ab out dat . [ Bow o f  cap , any b ow ,  somet imes cons idered a cros s , a s acred 
symbol . See many beliefs ab out bow of cap . ] [ S t . Petersburg , Fla . , ( 1 0 2 6 ) , 

WOOD LICE 9 :  PARCH - RUB ON SEAT OF MAN ' S  PANTS 
1 6 6 7 : 1 . ] 
10281 . Take nine wood lices , 
little ole white looking things, 

an ' yo ' kin take an ' parch ' em an ' rub ' em in de s eat of yore [ his ] b r i tches an ' 
he won ' t evah mes s  wit nob ody else . [Waycross , Ga . , ( 1134 ) , 1843 : 6 . ] 

1028 2 . If  yo ' wanta rule a woman or rule a man , yo ' git a he an ' a she earth-
worm . An '  yo ' kin take dem two worms an ' put ' em somewhere an ' dry ' em up . An '  

WORM [ EARTHWORM] - A HE AND SHE - DRY AND POWDER 
ADD OLIVE OIL - RUB ACRO S S  PERSON - NO ONE BUT YOU 

when dey git  dried up , den 
yo ' git chew s ome o l ive oil 
an ' mix it  up . Rub it up 
into powders . An '  mix dat 

worm up with it  an ' rub dat cross  dey s tomach , dat person down in dey lower par ts, 
an ' dat ' ll keep ' em .  Dey cain ' t us e anyone else ' cus in ' [ excus ing ] yo ' . [Mem
phis , Tenn . , ( 1 5 2 4 ) , 2 7 2 2 : 4 . ] 

( 2 ) . CONDENSED RITES 

[Here I am lis t ing short  o r  reduced s tatements o f  belie fs , all or iginal , to 
indicate how widespread impotence folklore was and probab ly s t ill is . For this 
same reas on , ub iquity , I shall include in a following section , CHANNEL DE WORLD , 
a few long lists  o f  references with only a descrip t ive word o r  two attached . 
This present s ubsection will us e margin t i t les s imilar to those in volume 3 ,  
pages 2341-2509 , s o  that our s eparate collections can be compared . The original 
condensed r ites will be found in the original manus cripts at the end of this 
s ubsection . ] 

10283 . " I  hear ' d  !Y mo ther s ay lots o f  t imes , you know , s e t t in ' around - s ee 
a man runnin ' to a girl , couldn ' t git clear o f  a young girl - We l l� I know she ' s  

got him measured. " [Princess Anne , 36 : 2 . ] 
MI SCELLANEOUS 10284 . "One of the par ties s tuck to gethe r  mus t b e  killed . "  

[Norfolk , 4 66 : 3  and material in volume 3 . According to reports , 
see volume 3 ,  surgeons at hospitals almo s t  always killed the woman to  s ave the 
man . If I am not mis taken , one woman was actually s aved ! ]  

10285 . The eas ies t remedy for a man who has b een measured : Man gets the 
s tring woman used in measuring . [Nor folk , 4 5 9 : 4 . ] 

10286 . Get a red- skin onion� rub juice on penis unti l burns; let dry� do not 
wipe . [ S ince onion is  a witch deterrent , the cause of  impotence here was witch

craft . Shape and color of  this vegetable also added to 
ONION WITH RED SKIN its  magic power . ]  [ Richmond , 341 : 1 . ] 

1028 7 . [ The identity of man ' s  nature is quite evident and 
has b een known for centuries ; but what is a woman ' s  nature ? Remember , I am writ
ing about nature as it  was believed back in the 1 9 30 ' s  and evidently long before 
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that dat e .  I n  a few cases her mens tural blood was her na� . but normally i t  

MAN I s NATURE = 
WOMAN 1 S NATURE = 

SEMEN 
? ? ? 

was surely thought to b e  s omething she ej aculated at the 
time of orgasm . In other words , woman did the same 
thing as a man . Ovalation was unknown to folklore . 
This b elief in woman ' s  nature was coDDDon and can be 

found in many of these  impotent beliefs . ]  
10288 . Use p iece o f  man ' s  underclothes to wipe him and wear it around your 

wais t [Wilmington , 160 : 2 ] . 
10289 . A woman cuts the p iece out of a man ' s  underwear , s ews it to some piece 

o f  hers , and wears it ab out her [Wilmington , 145 : 5 ] . 
10290 . Wipes [man or sel f ] with � piece of  homespun , puts over kitchen 

door [Wilming ton , 2 48 : 2 ] .  
10291 . Woman wip es man with towel , b uries under her doors t ep where he  must 

walk over , draws him b ack [Washington , D . C . , 800 : 5 ] . 
1029 2 . Woman wipes man with new pie c e  of  cloth , conceals it in north corner 

of house [Norfolk , 5 25 : 6 ] . 
---

1029 3 . His discharge in a piece of flannel she wears round wais t [ Richmond , 
2 8 8 : 1 ] . 

10294 . Woman wipes man on her underskirt and le ts semen s tay there [Wilming
ton , 1 7 7  : 3 ]  • 

10295 . She cuts piece from f ront of underclo thes and keeps in mattres s . 
[Richmond , 303 : 4 . ] 

10296 . Woman wipes man on her underclothes , cuts pi ece out , wraps up tight , 
and wears under her breas t [ Richmond , 340 : 6 ] . 

10297 . Le t a woman us e a piece of  her underclothes to  wipe man and then bury 
it under the doorstep or lay it over front door [Wilmington , 185 : 7 ] . 

10298 . A woman can use a � piece of  homespun to wipe man and wear it  around 
her wais t [Wilmington , 2 2 2 : 5 ] . 

10299 . Woman ties up man ' s  semen in handkerchief wi th a penny and wears on 
leg [ Richmond , 36 5 : 7 ] . 

1 0300 . She wipes man and puts the rag in the mattress [Ocean City , by Edi
phone ] .  

1 0301 . Put semen on a piece o f  raw co t t on , place b ehind chimney to  keep warm 
[ Snow Hill , 1 5 : 3 ] . 

1030 2 . Wipe man wi th cloth , heat and dry near fir e , put under head o f  the 
bed [Wilmington , 1 30 : 9 ] . 

10303 . Woman wipes man , puts s ome [ perfumed ? ]  powders on this cloth , fold s  
it , s ays a prayer , hides it on her s ide of  the bed , makes a wish to keep him , and 
this holds him [Washington , D . C . , 804 : 1 ] . 

10304 . Man finally re taliates , wipes wi fe , carries this cloth folded tight . 
to make her impotent for other men [Wilmington , 148 : 1 ] . 

10305 . Man carries woman ' s  nature on small cloth in bag while away from ha.e . 
When he gets  ready to go with her , he dampens b ag wi th wi tch hazel  to restore her 
power [Wilmington , 1 33 : 5 ] . 

10306 . Cork up man ' s  s emen in bottle [ Old Point Comfort or 
Hampton by Ediphone ] .  •)�URE BOTTLED 1030 7 . Man ' s  nature in b o t tle buried [ Richmond 29 2 : 7 ] . 
10308 . S ometimes a woman washes the man ' s  semen froa her clothes 

and bottles this water [ Richmond 318 : 7 ] . 
10309 . Wipe man , put in b o t tle , hide in dark place like a closet (Ricbaand •  

318 : 16 ] . 
10310 . 
10311 . 

Wipe man with cotton , put in bot tle , keep under bed [Ri� . 385 : 7 ] . 
Man ' s  semen in bot tle , in mat tress ,  under his head [ Ricb.ond . 362 : 3] . 
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10312 . Man ' s  semen in bot tle under s t ep s [Peter sburg , 41 7 : 7 ] . 
1031 3 .  Wip e man with new co tton , put in bot tle , wear [Nor folk , 530 : 1 2 ] . 
10314 . Cork man ' s  s emen in bot tle and wears in f� o f  her underwear on left 

s ide [ Fredericksburg , by Ediphone ] . 
----10315 . Woman t akes man ' s nature and hair in a b o ttle and hide it in b ed or 
pillow [ Richmond , 374 : 1 ] . 

10316 . Man t akes woman ' s  nature and some o f  her hair , stops thes e up in b o t
tle and buries [Wilmington , 2 20 : 2 ] . ---

1031 7 .  Woman keep s man ' s s emen and s ome o f  his hair in a small bot tle with 
needle and Hearts Cologne and wears on b o s om [Wilmingt on , 17 7 : 7 ] . 

10318 . Cat ch man ' s s emen in handker chief , roll tight , put in b ot tle , bury 
up s ide down [ Richmond , 38 3 : 5 ] . 

l0319 . She can put s ome of his s emen in a b o t tle with 9 new needles and bury 
the bot tle neck-down or ups ide down [ Richmond , 37 6 : 6 ] . 

10320 . Woman put s man ' s  semen in bottle  with new needles and new p ins , damp
ens every 9 days with g in , and wears . If this aZoth becomes dPy i t wi ll  ki ll  the 
man [ Richmond , 302 : 11 ] . 

10321 . Woman put s man ' s  s emen in small bot tle , keep s in small red bag , ties 
string to and wears around waist [ Richmond , 2 7 8 : 1 ] . 

10322 . Wip e with homespun , stop  t ight in bot tle with Hearts Co logne ; throw 
int o b ack yard , or bury under s t eps ,  o r  hide in room [Wilmingt on , 17 8 : 3 ] . 

10323 . Wip e man with cot t on , put in bot tle , add whiskey [ to feed the spirit , 
see ALCOHOL FOR THE SP IRIT , p . 3 2 ,  v . l ] , bury or hide it [ Richmond , 3 29 : 9 ] . 

10324 . Ins t ead o f  b o t tle , towel wiped is screwed up airtight in j ar [Wilming
t on ,  1 7 7  : 1 ] . 

10325 . Measure man , wear s tring in shoe 9 days , then tie around right ankle 
[a remedy o f  the great George Jacks on o f  the Eas t ern Shor e ,  see pp . 912-915 , v . l .  

S ome o f  the mat er ial ab out him collect ed on Eas tern 
MEASURING TO HOLD PERS ON Shore o f  Maryland , s ome from relat ive in Bal t imore ] .  

10326 . Measure man , wear the s tring on right l eg for 
9 days , then permanently on left , or visa ver sa [ Richmond , 37 3 : 1 ] . 

1032 7 .  Measures the man and keep s the s t ring [Hamp t on ,  by Ediphone ] .  
10328 . Measure man with s tring and wear around leg [Nor folk , 4 7 5 : 8 ] . 
10329 . " The s t ring [ used in measuring ] is  worn as a gar t er" [Mt . Vernon , 

eastern shore o f  Maryland , by hand ] . 
10330 . Measure the man and wear the string around her left ankle [ Fredericks

bur g ,  by Ed iphone ] .  
10331 . Measure man with s tring and wear ab out her body [wais t prob ably meant ]. 

[Elizabeth City , 4 00 : 7 . ] 
10332 . Measure the man and t ack the measure at the foot of the door [ Freder-

icksburg , by Ediphone ] .  
----

10333 . Woman measures man with a � p iece of cloth or string [Washingt on , 
D . C . , 829 : 5 ] . 

10334 . Measure a man and make a wish t o  hold him [ Fredericksburg , by Ediphon� . 
10335 . Woaan measures a man with a s t ring , the length and circumference , and 

threading a needle with this string works it into her gart er [ Richmond , 280 : 2 ] . 
10336 . Saaetimes a woman wip es a man with a dishrag and throws it away . [ The 

reason for this is given in the belief that follows this one . ] [ Richmond , 335 : 2 .] 
10337 . The purpose o f  wiping a man with a dishrag and throwing it away , 

DI SHRAG as in the preceding rit e ,  is s o  that his s emen will go down int o the 
ground and keep him dbwn [ unable to have an erect ion ] for other women . 

[Wilmington , 178 : 11 . ] 
10338 . Wash with a dishrag and throw over right shoulder [ as impotence cure ] .  
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[New Orleans , ( 785) , 109 0 : 4 . ] 
1033 9 .  A man ' s impotence can b e  cured i f  he s t eals a dishrag , wipes hims elf , 

throws it b ack acro s s  right shoulder and does no t look back [Norfolk , 47 6 : 3 ] . 
10340 . Man s teals s omeone ' s  dishrag , wip e s  himself , throws it away , does not 

look b ack . Thi s  will cure his impotence [ Richmond , 341 : 2 ] . 
10341 . I f  a woman herself is  tied up ,  she must s teal a dishrag, wip e herself 

9 t ime s  to her , do th is 9 t imes [9  t ime s on each o f  9 days? ] ,  walk out and throw 
dishrag over left shoulder . [Presumab ly she mus t  no t lo ok b ack or see the rag 
or rags again . ] [Mob ile , 9 38 : 4 . ] 

10342 . "Take a d i shc loth every morning for 9 mornings and you get up before 
sunrise and you wipe your s e l f  every morning around wit dis  d i shclo th and throw 
it up t owards de sunr i s e  9 times every morning f o r  9 mornings an ' den yo ' lose 
de [ impotenc e spell ] . "  [Washingt on , D . C . , 8 07 : 2 . ] 

10343 . Rub man with di shrag , throw over shoulder int o r iver , can ' t have any
body but you . [Memphis ,  ( 96 6 ) , 1 5 6 2 : 1 . ] 

1 0344 . Wipe man with di shrag and bury . [Wilmingt on , 253 : 2  and Richmond , 
291 : 7 . ] 

10345 . After int ercourse a woman wipes herself with dishcloth , s t op s  it up 
in a b ottle , and buries it under the door s ill [ Richmond , 2 8 4 : 3 ] . 

10346 . If a man steals a di shrag from another house , wipes himself , then 
returns d i shrag to place from which i t  was s t olen , he will cure his  impotence 
[Wilmingt on , 1 3 0 : 8 ] . 

10347 . Man may wash hims elf with dishrag from the hous e of the woman who put 
the spell on him to cure his impot ence for other women [Nor folk , 5 3 0 : 1 3 ] . 

10348 . To f ind out who has triaked him ,  man b orrows dishrag o f  woman he is 
vis i t ing to wa sh hims el f with a solut ion of sal tpeter and gunpowder , and makes 
the woman do likewi se , t o  see whether she , o r  h i s  wi fe or some other woman put 
the impotence spell upon him [No r folk , 445 : 1 ] . 

10349 . If a woman her s elf  is  tied up , a man mus t  wipe her with a dishrag 
[Mob ile , 96 3 : 2 ] .  

1035 0 .  Let a woman s t eal a dishrag and wipe a � with i t . [ This is a 
double-edge rite : she can do this to cure his impotence or to make him impot ent 
for other women . ] [Wilmington , 195 : 5 . ] 

10351 . Wipe man with dishrag , wear in shoe or on waist  or hide in room . 
[ El izab eth City , 407 : 5 . ] 

1035 2 . After intercourse woman wipes herself with her dishrag and hangs it 
up over doo r through which man ent er s , leaves i t  there unt il he vis i t s  her again , 
repeat s rite each t ime , s o  that he will alway s b e  potent with her [Wilmington , 

2 17 : 9 ] . 
DOG 1035 3 . Penis aaptivus caused by rubb ing person with dog s emen or j uice , 

which mus t  b e  taken when two dogs are hung t o gether or j us t  s eparat ed . 
[Petersbur g ,  4 25 : 2 ;  Newport News , 496 : 7 ; and from slut only Eli zab eth City , 407 : � .  

10354 . S emen from dog or young bull [ rare ] on woman ' s  privates [ Freder icks
burg , by Ediphone ] .  

10355 . Wipe b it ch with rag a fter dog leaves her , rub man down with i t  while 
.aking wish [ Richmond , 3 5 9 : 8 ,  by Humpadee ] .  

1035�Woman takes new p iece o f  cloth , wipes both dogs ; woman does this , but 
she must  not "dis char ge"['what ever that means here ] but let man "discharge" ; sevs 
rag [ this new cloth ] up in pillow , he can ' t have anyone but her [Nor folk, 457 : 2 ] . 

1035 7 . "To t ie" or " to l ine11 man , t akes the fluid when 2 dogs come apar t ,  
vi f e  wipes down with it [Norfolk , 487 : 1 ] . 

10358 . Wipe slut when she b ecomes loo s e  from do g ,  wipe woman with this rag 
or handkerchief , bury it ; she ' s no good unt il cloth is taken up and washed .  
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[Wilmingt on , 1 7 2 : 5 . ] 
10359 . Man cut s o f f  t ip end o f  she dog ' s  pussy [ clitoris ] and rub s  it on his 

drawers or on woman ; if she goes wi th another man , they get stuck [Richmond , 
384 : 3 ] . 

1036 0 .  I f  man and woman stuck , cut a black dog , rub some of the blood between 
� [ th en in a parenthesis I have : ( slap it on three times? recheck) . What that 
means is qui te clear ; use 3 t imes ] .  [ Charleston ,  S . Car . , 6 2 9 : 6 . ] 

10361 . Give woman dog blood , if she goe s  with another man they b ecome stuck 
[ Charles ton , 6 1 7 : 4 ] . 

1 0 3 6 2 . Woman put s s lobb er from dog ' s  mouth on dishrag and wipe s  ma· [Nor-
folk , 49 5 : 2 . ] 

1036 3 .  Woman , when man asleep , takes piece of string , measures him , t i e s  it 
around her leg [ making 1 knot in string ] so that he will have no natUPe for any

only by get ting the string . [Washington , 
KNOT ONE 

one else . He can b r eak spell 
D . C . , 79 8 : 1 . ] 
1 0 3 64 . Wipe man or self wi th handkerch ief , tie [ si lveP ] dime up in , 

wear under arm . [Mobile , 9 7 9 : 10 . ] 
----

10365 . Measure man with string or rag , tie  into knot and wear ab out waist . 
[ Fredericksburg , by Ediphone . ]  

10366 . Semen on man ' s underwear , tie knot in it . [Wilmington , 250 : 3 . ] 
103 6 7 . Woman wipes man wi th handkerchief ,  ties knot in middle , put s cologne 

on , carries [Wilmington , 99 : 6 ] . 
10368 . Woman wipe s  man with handkerchief and t ies it on her leg [ Fredericks

burg , by Ediphone ] .  
10369 . Measure man with s t r ing , tie kno t  in it , bury under s t ep [ Richmond , 

29 2 : 8 ] . 
1 0 3 7 0 . Wipe man with dishrag , tie rag in one hard knot , put under step or 

under bed [Wilmington , 2 54 : 5 ] . 
10371 . Measure man wi th string , lengthen it by tying on ano ther s tring , and 

tie  round her leg [Newport News , 513 : 7 ] . 

KNOTS 2 AND 3 AND 5 

10372 . Measure man , tie a knot in each end o f  s tr ing , and 
put under her step s . She may put salt and pepper with it  
[Petersburg , 418 : 2 ] . 
103 7 3 .  Woman ties clo thing , on which semen falls , into 3 

kno t s , dampens wi th witch haz el , and put s in mat tress [Wilmington , 13 3 : 4 ] . 
-

1 0 3 74 . She kin take the measure o f  hi s snappeP , tie five kno t s  in it and wear 
around her wai s t ; then he won ' t have , if he can ' t git that o f f , aourage f o r  an
other woman . [New Orleans , La . , (812) , 1144 : 1 . ] 

9 KNOTS 
1 0 3 7 5 . Measure a man , t i e  9 kno t s  in string and wear around wai st 
[Peter sbur g , 42 0 : 2 ] . 
1 0 3 7 6 . I ' ve heard they would measure a man and tie 9 knot s  into and 

wear it around their ankle [Deal I s land , 2 2 : 3 ] . 
103 7 7 . Measure man with new yel low co t ton , tie 9 kno t s , wear [ Richmond , 3 8 7 : �  

or wear around righ t leg [Richmond , 38 7 : 2 ] . 
10378 . Measure man with new yel low co tton , t i e  9 kno t s , and wear around wai s t  

[Norfolk . 4 5 8 : 4 ] . 
10379 .  Woman wipes man with � piece o f  cloth , t ies the cloth into 9 kno t s  

and vears i t  around her wai s t , and h e  cannot have anyone but her [Washington , 
D . c • • 825 : 15 ] . 

10380 . Penis measured , 9 kno t s  in str ing , worn around her wai s t . [New Orleans , 
(850) . 1316 : 3 ;  MOb ile , ( 6 71) , 88 1 : 4 . ] 

10381 . "New dOmestic [ cloth ] , while woman wiping man , make a kno t in and a 
�. wbataa.ever [you ] want and tie it [kno t ]  to you until 9 knot s ,  you then 
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£ees on i t  9 mornings , then wear around your waist . "  [ This is my abbreviated and 
pencil-scribbled transcription of a rite on a cylinder missed by my transcriber : 
Memphis , Tenn . , ( 9 71 ) , 15 7 2 : 4 ,  informant good , original scribble a ttached and in 
MS . ]  

1038 2 .  Woman measures man with string , t ies 9 knots in it , and wears around 
her ankle . [Memphis , ( 9 6 6 ) , 1561 : 4 . ] 

1038 3 . Woman measures man ' s penis with black thread , t ies 9 knot s  in it and 
wears around r ight leg. [Washington , D . C . , 816 : 1 . ] 

10384 . Woman measures man , talks to the string while tying 9 knots in it , 
drawing each knot to her as it is being t ied , and wears around her leg . [Wash
ington , D . C . , 805 : 4 . ] 

10385 . Woman measures man , ties 9 knots in string , and at midnight draws the 
string over a p iece o f  Eve root held in the left  hand . [Washington , D . C . , 813 : 9. ]  

10386 . Woman measures man , t ies a knot in the string each morning for 9 days , 
and wears it [Washington , D . C . , 80 7 : 2 ] . 

1038 7 .  Measure penis with raw-cotton string , tie 9 knot s ,  wear round waist 
[Mobile , 94 7 : 5 ] . 

1038 8 . Tie 9 knots in cotton or cord string and then measure man and wear 
string around leg [Mobile , 8 81 : 1 ] . 

10389 . New piece o f  ye l low domestic , wipe , 9 knots , wear around waist . 
[Mobile , 8 7 1 : 2 . ] 

10390 . Wipe him with strip from his underwear , tie 9 knots , wear around 
waist [Mobile , 9 7 8 : 6 ] . 

10391 . Wipe him with � pocket handkerchief , tie piece o f  tape on , make 9 
knots , and wear around waist [Mobil e ,  8 98 : 2 ] . 

1039 2 .  Wipe man with b ed napkin , tie it into 9 knots , and wear around waist 
� tie around leg [Richmond , 308 : 4 ] . 

10393 . Wipe with cloth , tie  a knot at each end , do for 9 t imes [diffe rent 
occasions ] ,  wear around waist . [Mobile , Ala . , 8 74 : 1 . ] 

10394 . Woman takes cord 
KNOTS 14 string , measures man ' s pri

vates , t ies measurement into 
14 knots , and wears it j ust 
about [above or below]  the 
knee . [Memphis , 155 9 : 9 . ] 

AS MANY KNOTS AS WANTED - MEASURE LENGTH OF BED ! 10395 . Take cord string , 
measure length o f  bed , put 

in string as many knots as wanted , and keep in mattress on his side of bed . 
[Mobile , 9 7 9 : 9 . ] 

10396 . " Take dis snail • • •  squeez e ' im up an ' mix ' im up in vaseline • • •  grease 
yourself with i t  • • •  have intercourse with your wife • • •  she won ' t have any feeling 

for anyone else for about two weeks' [Vicksburg ,  ( 743) , 1013 : 7 ] .  
SNAIL OR S LUG 1039 7 .  "A snail an ' get that sl ime when she go to have · �. rub 

his penis up towards her • • •  it wil l  fall every t ime he go to fool 
vith anybody el se" [Vicksburg ,  ( 74 5 ) , 1016 : 2 ] .  

1039 8 . Grease woman with grease made from snail burned to ashes [Little aock, 
(815) , 1465 : 12 ] . 

1039 9 . "He kin take this snail an ' dress her while he knows he ' s � 
[home ] .  He kin take that red peppah an ' threw-it down at de do ' step• • •Sbe' ll be 
j is '  lak a rattlesnake by crawlin ' while he ' s  gone an ' she won '  pay • aa  [.am] 
any tenshun [ at tention ] ; she ' ll [be ] sociable wit ' em but dey caa' c  ca.e ia dere" 
[Little Rock , ( 8 9 7 ) , 14 70 : 1 ] . 

10400 . Merely gre ase man with snail [Norfolk , 4 90 : 2 ] .  
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10401 . Man mixe s snail slime , snuff and butter [ 3  ingredients ] :  rub on woman' s 
vagina ; any other man approaching it will fall [Petersburg , 41 7 : 8 ] . 

1040 2 . Man mixe s snail and grease , rub it  on his peni s , has intercourse with 
the woman , any other man approaching that woman will fall [Richmond , 34 1 : 3 ] . 

10403 . Put snail s l ime on woman , any man entering will ge t s tuck [Nor folk , 
46 6 : 2 ] . 

10404 . Dry snail [ in cloth ] , rub down 3 t imes over privates , bury ; "as long 
as that be down , you vill [b e down ] too" [Mob ile , 84 5 : 4 ] . 

10405 . Rub snail on woman ' s  vagina , " dat ' ll t i e  her up " [ i f  she has ano ther 
man ] • [Mob ile 8 81 : 2 . ] 

10406 . Rub snail over vagina ; "next man will get s tuck" [ Vicksb ur g ,  9 9 0 : 9 ] . 
10407 . "Take a snail shell [not the snail ] and rub i t  acro s s  her s tomach j us t  

l ike when she asleep , and wrap it up into a rag and carry it in your left-hand 
pocket , and she ' ll never have a man until he come b ack [Vicksburg , 1059 : 3 ] . 

10408 . Dry up a snail and mix thi s dus t with fluid from b i tch in heat - put 
on woman , man will stick to her [Norfol�l6 : 7 ] . 

10 . HAG AND WITCH RETURN 

[Beliefs ab out The Hag and Witch in Hag Form will b e  found in the sect ion so 
named , numbers 4 2 9-544 , pages 135-164 , volume 1 .  S imilar beliefs are scattered 
through the complete or partial interviews , volume 2 ,  etc . Theoret ically a hag 
dis turb s a sleep ing person , rides him or her ; an old- fashioned witch does not -
yet see No . , et c . ] 

10409 . [ The wo rds witch and witchcraft are used many t imes in thes e volumes , 
words common down the Atlant i c  coa s t  from Maryland thro ugh Florida . Here are 
s everal more to add to the long lis t :  de man who do ' s  de evil verk is cal led de 

vitchcraft , and same informant adds , jis ' lak 
THE WORDS WITCH AND WITCHCRAFT if ah wan ' a vi tch yuh now. [Wilmington , N .  Car . ,  

88 : 4+85 . ] Ano ther informant says : huntin ' fo ' a 
job,  go tuh a vitchcraft an '  git a lucky "hand. " [Wilmington , N .  Car . , ( 21 1 ) , 
117 : 4+85 . ] 

10410.  "They tell me witches have tho s e  [ a  b lack cat lucky bone ] wi t ' em an ' 
yo ' kin go right where yo ' wan ' a an ' no t b e  seen a heap o f  t imes . "  [ Here we have 

hag ,  wi tch and owner of b lack cat 
BLACK CAT LUCKY BONE MAKES WITCH INVIS IBLE lucky bone grouped together . There 

i s  not too much material telling us 
how a wi tch or hag change s s hape or disappears . ]  [Wilmington , N. Car . , ( 1 5 9 ) , 
7 1 : 1+85 . ] 

104 11 . Bib l e  under head in b ed [ under pillow or mattress ] keeps witch away . 
[Wilmington , N .  Car . , ( 206) , 113 : 8+85 ; also informant 31 at Hamp ton , Va . ] 

Bib le under head o f  b ed [ on floor ] 
BIBLE - SIFTER - 3 P INS - BROOM - RED MEAT keep s wi tch away . [ Balt imore , Md . ,  

(near 142) , 46 : 4+85 . ] Bible under 
b ed and hang s i fter overhead . [Deal I sland , Md . , (108) , 16 : 3+85 . ]  Bib le and 3 
p ins to keep hag away . [Ri chmond , Va . ,  ( 343) , 2 8 7 : 2+85 . ]  Bib le under p illow and 
3 stick pins [ ordinary pins ] underhead . The hag turned into a little piece of 
red meat , found next morning . S top the meat up and the hag [ unab le to b reathe ] 
will come . [Richmond ,  Va . , ( 3 4 3 ) , 2 8 7 : 2+85 . ]  Bible and s tub o f  a b room [ the 
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straw part o f  a wo rn-out b room]  a t  head o f  b ed to keep hag away . [Wilmington , 
N .  Car . , ( ab out 24 9 ) , 161+8 5 , di ffuse story no t wor th copying . ] 

10412 . Dey call y o ' like when y o ' sleepin ' . An ' dey has de b o t tle fixed an ' 
dey call s y o ' an ' soon as yo ' answer , den dey put dat s t opper in an ' kno ck i t  

BOTTLE - NAME CALLED - BREATH STOPPED UP IN 
down t i ght . Well , dat ' s  supposed 
to b e  i f  a hag is ridin ' dem an ' 
dey think it ' s  yo ' .  Well , dat ' s  

de way dey ketch chah . [ For catching person ' s spirit in b o t tle , see No s . 38-41 , 
p . 24 f . , v . l ;  in the lat ter o f  these rites , performer sub s t i tuting hi s own b reath 
for vi c t im ' s ! ] [ J acksonvill e , Fla . , ( 5 9 6) , 7 6 8 : 11 . ] 

10413 . My mo ther told me once there was a woman , she 
BOTTLE FILLED WITH WATER had ano ther woman . Thi s lady took a b o t t le full o f  

water . She [hag ] came in that night . The lady put 
the s topper in the b o t tle and caught her in there , and she didn ' t live very long . 
[ Fredericksb urg , Va . ,  ( 5 3 ) , by Ediphone . ]  

10414 . Do somebody dat way - take a b o t tle an ' put a green leaf in i t . 
(Any kind of a green leaf? ) 
Any kind o f  a green leaf . Call d i s  fellah an ' 

den yo ' got hi s voice in dere . Take some runnin ' 
he answer yo ' .  S top  i t  up , 
water an ' throw it in dere 

[ throw the b o t t l e  into run
ning water ] , an ' he ' ll b e  
gone . 

BOTTLE - GREEN LEAF IN - CALL VI CTIM ' S NAME 
BE ANSWERING - STOP UP BOTTLE - INTO RUNN ING WATER 

you , you call and he mus t answer you? ) 
ri te . ] 

Yes . 

(But the fellow mus t answer 
[He had said thi s on f i r s t  giving the 

(Why do you put that green leaf in there? Do you know why i t ' s  done? ) 
To hold hi s voice . [Waycro s s , Ga . , (11 5 8 ) , 192 9 : 2 . ]  
10415 . She caught i t  [ hag ] in a b o t t l e . She put the b o t tle under her b ed ,  

�urned the mouth o f  i t  toward the bed - under b ed - i t  was a b lack bug [ in the 

l!IOTILE UNDER BED - IF BLACK BUG FOUND IN 
IT IS  A HAG CAUGHT - WILL COME TO BORROW 

b o t tle next morning ] . The f i r s t  
person coming to the house next morn
ing and asking for a match or salt or 
any thing , i f  she give to her , won ' t 

set rid o f  the hag . [ For loans to wi tches , see NEVER LEND TO WITCHES , No . l6 3 3 8 , 
p. 875 . in Fo lklore from Adams County Il linois , 2nd ed . ,  and elsewhere in wi tch
era£ � section . ] If you don ' t l e t  the bug out the b o t tle , the person will die . 
(S�ory rather disconnected , i f  no thing b e t ter may trans crib e  for a footno te . )  
[This was my no te sho r t ly after transcrib ing cylinder . Never g o t  back t o  i t . ]  
[W1lmington , N .  Car . , (214 ) , 1 20 : 9+85 . ]  

10416 . S tory how to catch a hag with needles in b o t tle . Check later and copy 
if wan ted . Hag turns to j elly-water . [ Ri t e  following gives numb er . ] 

IOTILE - 9 NEEDLES IN - TO CAT CH HAG 
[Wilmington , N .  Car . , ( 3 2 3 ) , 2 5 8 : 5+85 . ]  
10417 . Keep hag away - 9 needles in bot
tle . [ Caught hag ] looked like j elly f i sh .  

10� .uch o f  story . [Wilmington , N .  Car . , ( 3 2 3 ) , 2 58 : 5+85 . ]  
10418 . [They ] tole me . An ' dey kept aftah d i s  fellah tuh go to de house wit 

•ea an' stay wi t dem dat night , but he would nevah go . So  dey kept on asking 
� to s t ay wi t dem.  Well , dere s ame stealing down to de sto ' an ' dere had been 
sa.e stuf f [ taken ] outa dere an ' dey nevah did ket ch up wi t ' em .  

So eventually dey kept o n  af tah d e  b oy an ' he dec ided he ' d  s tay vi �  ' em  dat 
�lb� · So late dat ni ght ' bout de middle of de night , ' bout one ' clock dey go t 
., .  Well . he d i dn ' t s leep any . He watched dem .  An ' dey had a fiahp1ace an ' dey 
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went an ' got eight bottles . Dere was eight o f  dem [ 8  people ] .  Dey went an ' g ot 
eight bottles an ' dey sot [ s at ]  in fron t o f  de fiahplace . Dey blowed in de bot

THERE HAD BEEN S TEALING IN TOWN - NO ONE CAUGHT 
8 WITCHES PERS UADED MAN TO S TAY ALL NIGHT WITH 
THEM IN VACANT HOUSE - 1 P . M . THEY GOT UP - HE 
SECRETLY WATCHED - THEY WITH 8 BOTTLES SAT IN 
FRONT OF FIREPLACE - EACH BLEW INTO HIS BOTTLE 
SAYING SOME WORDS - UP CHIMNEY THEY FLEW - HE 
BLEW INTO BOTTLE - SAID WORDS - FOLLOWED THEM 
UP CHIMNEY - THEY LANDED IN FRONT OF A STORE 
THEY SHOWED HIM WAY TO ENTER THROUGH KEYHOLE 
THEY TOOK WHAT THEY WANTED - SAID EXIT WORDS 
HE FORGOT WORDS AND NEXT MORNING WAS CAPTURED 

tles and dey said sompin an ' 
dey went up de chimley . So  he 
s e e  ' em .  An ' he went , go t ' im 
a b o tt l e .  He ' cide [ decided ] 
he ' d  t r y  it . He went an ' got 
' im a b o t tle , an ' he said de 
same thing dey s ai d , an ' blowed 
in de b o t t l e , an ' he went up de 
chimley . Well , when dey come 
out , dey come out on de street 
s ee , right in front de s to ' . 
So he come out in front de sto ',  
too . So  dey al l s t andin ' der e 

an ' dey showed him de way dey went through de keyhole - went through de keyhole 
in de s to ' . S o  he s aid de s ame thing an ' he went rhough d e  keyhole ,  too . Well , 
dey go t what dey wanted an ' dey come on b ack through de keyhole .  Dey said de 
wor d , dey come out , but he for got de wor d . He forgo t  de word an ' der e he was 
right der e de next morning when de man [ s to r e  owner ] got der e .  

(They caught him? ) 
Yeah dey caught ' im. [ S t . Petersburg , Fla . , (997 ) , 1613 : 14 . ] 
10419 . If wit ches start  to ride you , al l you ' ve got to do i s  lay a new broom 

at your door and she has to count ever y straw in it before she pas s es over i t . 

BROOM - NEW - LAY AT DOOR 
By that t ime you ' ll be out o f  your bed and gone on 
to work . [Fredericksburg , Va . , ( 5 8 ) , by  Ediphone . ]  
10420 . Dey use a new broom. Dey t ake a new b room 

an ' put it cros s  de do ' an ' dey ain ' t goin ' step ovah i t . 
(That will keep them away . )  [Florence , S .  Car . , (1291) , 2190 : 13 . ] 
10421 . Well , it supposed to be nuthin but a hag r ide chew . Jes ' lak yo ' 

can ' t sleep at night , yo ' know . S ee , de hag j ump on yo ' an ' will ride yo ' an ' 

HANG CAP OVER DOORKNOB TO COVER KEYHOLE 
OR LEAN STRAW BROOM AGAINST DOOR KNOB 

HAG LOOKS L IKE BALL OF JELLY - PEACH TREE GUM 

can ' t res t . I f  yo ' g i t s  up in 
de night an ' put de broom , a 
straw broom , acro s s  d e  path right 
wheresomevah dey suppo s ed tuh 
come in an ' in de mawnin ' when 

yo ' go by dere , yo ' b e  done caught de witch . It ' ll be nuthin but a ball o f  j elly 
dat look lak d e  watah [ gummy sap ] out o f  a peach tree . 

(You said you put the cap what? ) 
Put a cap ovah de do ' [ the knob o f  door with man ' s  cap over the keyhole ] .  

[Straw broom for sweeping floor , has long wooden handle ; hand broom is made o f  
smal l twigs o r  long gras s doub led together and t ied a t  b end for a handle . ]  
[Florence , S .  Car . , ( 130 6 ) , 2211 : 6 . ] 

BROOM ACROSS FOOT OF BED 

BROOM - SWEEP BED HEAD 
TO FOOT - 9 NIGHTS 

BROOMSTRAWS 

104 22 .  Broom laid ac ross foot o f  bed t o  keep hag 
away . [ Char les ton , S .  Car . , ( 5 1 2 ) , 585 : 2 . ] 
10423 . Take broom and sweep down [b ed ] t o  keep hag 
away ev ' r y night before you get in ; [ sweep b ed ] head 
down to foot of b ed . Do 9 night s . [Wilmington , N .  
Car . , ( 2 24) , 142 : 4a+8 5 . ] 
10424 . Brooms traws acr o s s  the head of bed keeps hag 
away . [Wilmington ,  N .  Car . , ( 2 3 2 ) , 156 : 4+8 5 . ]  
10425 . "Put a s traw [brooms t raw ] or e ither a broom 

under your b ed , under your head , or put it in your p il l ow • • •  they [ t he hag ] won ' t 



- Hoodoo - Conj uration - Wit chcraft - Rootwork - 3 9 9 7  

bother you. " [Norfolk , Va . , (465) , 45 8 : 6 . ] 
104 2 6 . Flaxs eed at bed to catch vitch . [Mobile , 

FLAXSEED AND BUCKET OF WATER Ala . , (666) , 875 : 1 7 . ] 
104 2 7 . Bucket o f  water under bed and flazseed. 

Next morning you will find bug , the hag . [ S tory not worth writing out. ]  [Wil
mington , N .  Car . , ( 2 2 7 ) , 146 : 1+8 5 . ]  

10428 . Put fork under pillow to keep hag from riding you [ for bag or vitch 
riding you s ee p . l36 f . , v . l ,  margin t itle WITCH RIDES PERSON ] at Petersburg , Va. , 

FORK - PIERCING TOOL - PROTECTION AGAINST HAG 
(44 7 ) , 4 23 : 6 ;  at Wilmington , R .  
Car . , ( 208) , 114 : 5+85 . ] 
1042 9 .  To keep the witch away, 

put three-tined fork under pillow ( s aid wi fe) ; four-tined said husb and (neither 
of course said tined) . My as sistant and I [his phot o at end of v . 2 ] , and our 
driver who knew the place and people , collect ed this among the hills and woods 
some miles out from Fredericksburg , Va . It was the darkest night I had seen in 
years . Even inside the house the lamp gave j us t  ab out enough light t o  see what 
I was writing . 

104 30 . Stick fork in leather bottom o f  chair t o  keep witch from riding you. 
[Wilmington , N .  Car . , ( 205) , 112 : 1+8 5 . ]  

10431 . Loops they put feet through in horse ' s  mane . [Those loop s  made in 
mane of horse  by witch , when she or he rides it  at night , are her or his stir

HORSE - MANE OF - STIRRUP S IN - BY RIDING WITCH 
rups . For this horse riding 
s ee WITCH RIDE S HORSE , pp . l41-
14 3 ,  v . l ] . [ S omewhere near 

Princes s Anne or Snow Hill , Md . ,  by hand , from inf ormant 10 2 . ] 

HORSEHAIR OR MULEHAIR ON WRIST 
104 3 2 .  Git a strand an ' tie it round yore wrist.  
( S trand o f  what ? )  
De animal hair , tie it round yore wri s t . Dey 

say dat keeps ' em b ack , de wit ches . 
(The hair from any kind o f  an animal? What kind of an animal? )  
Anything . Mule [ or hor s e ]  anythin ' [with long hair ] like dat . Jes ' s ince 

it ' s  a hair yo ' kin git round yore wri s t . [ S avannah , Ga . , (127 2) , 215 3 : 7 . ] 
10433 . I ' ve heard a gentleman say that you can take a piece of hor sehair and 

put i t  under your doorstep , and you won ' t have any trouble with anyone coming to 

II>RSEHAIR UNDER DOORSTEP 

the horse will not cro s s  
b y  Ediphone , No . 3 3 . ] 

b other you. An evil per s on won ' t  come to your house . 
[This counter-magic i s  like the hair o f  the dog that 

bit  you . If  not the hor se , at leas t the wit ch riding 
the buried hor sehair . ]  [Petersburg , Va . , first vi sit , 

104 34 . A wit ch an ' a ha ' nt i s  a diff ' rent thing , whoever yo ' learnt it . A 
vitch is a thing dey claim rides yo ' at night . An ' den i f  yo ' bein ' rided at 

1/ITCH • • •  RIDES YOU AT NIGHT - KEEP OUT 
BY NAILING HORSESHOE OVER DOOR 

ARD WRITE YOUR NAME IN CENTER OF IT 

night wit witches , yo ' wanta git rid of  
de witches , yo ' take a horseshoe an '  na il  
i t  up  ovah yo ' do ' .  Write yore na.e in 
de center o f  de hor seshoe , right up ovah 
yore do ' ; ins ide de hous e ,  not out . [ID-

formant anticipates my ques tion . ] Oh , out s ide or inside , either one j es '  so it 
be ovah yore do ' .  Dat ' ll stop de wit ches from coming in . [ S t .  Petersburg , Fla . , 

BDRSESHOE AGAINST HAGS AND SPIRITS 
(1031) , 1 6 7 7 : 5 . ] 
10435 . Horseshoe or new board over door and 
spirits won ' t  b other you [witch or bag at 

work has a spirit form] . [Nor folk , Va . , (465) , 458 : 7 . ] 
10436 . Horseshoe over door keeps spirits away [Mobile , Ala . , 863 : 11] . 
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10437 . Horseshoe over door "keep s peace in your house" [Vicksburg , Mis s . ,  
( 7 3 2 ) , 100 2 : 8 ] .  10438 . Horseshoe over door , points up , keeps hags away [Mob ile , 

JELLY - LUMP O F  - HAG LOOKS LIKE 
8 65 : 4 ] .  
1043 9 . Hag looks l ike a lump o f  j elly [ Jack
sonville ,  Fla . , ( 5 9 2 ) , 7 65 : 7 .  For s imilar 

beliefs s ee No . l 04 2 1 ,  p . 3 9 9 6  and els ewhere ] .  

KEYHOLE - WITCH OR HAG ENTERS THROUGH 

KNIFE AND FORK C ROSSED UNDER P ILLOW 

KNIFE AND FORK - OF S ILVER - CRO S S ED 
OR POCKET KN I FE - OR WITCH IN ' KNIVES 

1044 0 .  A wi tch comes through the key
hole and leaves her skin outs ide . [ Fred
ericksburg , Va . , ( 8 1 ) , by Ed iphone . 
[ There are many o f  the s e  keyhole-b eliefs , 
see No . l 0418 and els ewhere . ]  
10441 . Knife and fork cro s s ed under the 
pillow to keep wi tch away [Mob ile , 8 61 : 2 ]  
or to keep witch from riding you [ Fred
ericksburg , 67  by Ediphone ] . 
10442 . A witch will ride yo ' .  Yo ' kin 
take a s ilver knife an ' fo ' k  an ' cross  
it , put it in yore bed an ' dey won ' t  

bother yo ' .  Den yo ' kin take a sharp knife , pocketknife , an ' put it  in dere 
put it under de bed . Ah us e one dese wi tahin ' knives undah mah b ed all de time . 
Dat cut ' s  ' em off . [Waycro s s , Ga . , ( 1134 ) , 1 8 9 2 : 8 . ] 

WRD HA VE MERCY! 3 TIMES 
10443 . Dere a hag . You wake up 
yuh , [you ] say , Lord� have me:roay ! 
Lo:rod� have me:roay ! Three times . 

an ' dey been aroun ' 
Lo:rod� have me:roay ! 

An '  den [ you can ] go 
to sleep in dere . [ Jacksonville ,  F la . , (55 0 ) , 68 9 : 8+8 5 . ]  

10444 . New lumb er keep s spirits or gho s t s  away - b elieved every
LUMBER - NEW where [Mob ile , Ala . , 8 65 : 3 ] .  

MUSTARD SEED 
10445 . Dese dey call such as witches . Ah heard de older folks 
say dat dat wus somp in s imilar to somebody dat wus an enemy to yo ' .  
S ee , lak dat . Dey came dere an ' worried yo ' . Dey claimed dat yo ' 

kin take sech as de mus tard s eed , carry dat in dere an ' j es '  sprinkle it all 
around de place . Yo ' see , when dey came in dat [ the s eeds ] dey would have tub 
s top an ' count each an ' every s eed b efo ' dey could interfere ; an ' b efo ' dey ' d git 
through count ing de s eeds , why it ' s  day would b r eak on ' em an ' dey would have to 
go . [ Fayetteville , N .  Car . , ( 1 3 94 ) , 2 5 0 6 : 9 . ] 

1044 6 .  "Take you some mus tard s eed an ' throw dem on d e  flo ' • • •  de hag dey 
go t ta count ev ' y  one doh z s eed" [ Jacksonville , ( 5 9 7 ) , 7 7 0 : 1 0 ] . 1044 7 . Mus tard 

MUSTARD SEED ON FLOOR - HAG MUST COUNT 
SOMETIMES WITH SALT IN OR NEAR BED 
AT OTHER TIMES 9 MUSTARD SEED AND SALT 
NEXT MORNING HAG WILL BE INSECT OR WORM 

s eed to catch hag , not muah of s to:roy 
[Wilmington , ( 1 9 8 ) , 104 : 1+85 . ]  
10448 . Mus tard s eed to catch hag ; next 
morn ing kill anything "you see neaked" -
if ant , pull o f f  leg ; whatever you do 
to the ant will happen to the hag [Wil-

mington , ( 2 04 ) , 10 9 : 6+8 5 ] . 1044 9 . To keep hag from riding you : box of s al t  in 
b e d , mus tard seed down by b e d  [Wilmington , ( 3 1 5 ) , 24 3 : 6 ] .  104 5 0 . Us e 9 mus tard 
s eed and sal t , next morning the hag will be a little worm in the room [Wilmington , 
7 9 : 1+85 ] . 

10451 . I f  ah knows yore name , well at nine ' clock at night ah call yore name 
through a black art , which is cause an ' [which is the cause o f  and contains ] a 
witch , call ing yore name . Only three time dat ah calls yore name , b ut ah wills  
mah voice will ring in de back [ o f  your mind ? ] dat will go  to yo ' in  yore sleep 
an ' caus e a worriat ion upon yo ' de next morning . Yo ' l l be worried over de one 
who dat chew long to meet or who it is dat wants chew - womans , wife or gurl , or 
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whatevah i t  i s . Dey want chew a t  one ' cl o ck i n  d e  night , when you [ are ] wors t .  
When dey are sleep ing dat seem to me as a b e t ter time t o  get hol t tuh [hole to ] 
' em.  

(What do you mean you call them through the b lack art?  What ' s  the b lack art ? )  
Well , dat ' s a t  night . Ah have - was sold mahself to contain o f  a witch , work-

ings o f  witchcraft onto de b ody o f  de person . 
(Well , do you mean you b ecome a wi tch when you do that ? )  
Nah , ah wouldn ' t  come [b ecome ] a wi tch [ and fly away ] . Ah stay home . 
(You s tay home , b ut • • •  ) 
To my own hous e .  Ah wouldn ' t  have ' em 

mi ght call [ l ike usin g ]  dis here ' lectric 
dere . But using dere name , whi ch you 
telephone . 

NAME - CALLED 3 TIME S AT 9 P . M. BY BLACK ART 
BY INFORMANT WHO SOLD SELF TO BECOME A WITCH 

(That will make them do what you 
want or s omething of that sort ? )  
Yes , dat will carry ' em t o  de 
house , b ut ah wouldn ' t  tell you 
dat will make you s t ay when you 
gi t  dere . 

CLIENT WANTS SLEEPING VI CTIM TO ARRIVE ABOUT 
1 A . M. - WITCH WRITES 3 VERSES FROM II KINGS 
ON SAME PAPER - ALSO NAME - RING DRAWN ABOUT 
9 FIGURE S BELOW - WOMAN PUTS IN HER MATTRE S S  (What would make them s tay there? ) 

Ah ' m  usin ' dere name on i t . Ah ' d  
s trip three ver ses out o f  de Bib l e , whi ch ah would take de 2nd Kings , writin ' 
dere name an ' drawin ' a ring round i t  with nine fi gures b elow - mus t  b e  nine b e
low dere name : dere wi fe ' s  name o r  de woman ' s  name down b elow dat . Put it  into 
de mattress of de b ed .  

(Then after this person has b een called to go to thi s woman ' s  house , that will 
keep him ther e ? )  

Yes , got s omepin to keep him o f f  [ away from home ] . Whether h e  might wanta 
s t ay ,  ah don ' t know . But he [ p erson I worked on ] stay over dere yet . Dat ' s 
right heah in de city . [ S avannah , Ga . , ( 5 3 8 ) , 65 6 : 3 . ] 

NEEDLE S - NEW - UNDER HAG ' S STEP S 
1045 2 . New needles s tick under [hag ' s ]  
s tep s - couldn ' t  leave - took sick - sent 
over t o  b orrow s alt  - s to ry di ffuse - in 

lowland dialect . [ Charles ton , S .  Car . , ( 4 9 7 ) , 540 : 7+8 5 .  For ano ther examp le 
of this man ' s  work , see No . l059 , p . 40 2 , v . l ,  given under margin title SPITTING . ]  

1045 3 . Take 12 needles in pile - put t o  head o f  b ed - hag will count the 
needles - you catch her . Ev ' ry time they count a certain distance they ' ll forget 

NEEDLE S 12 IN PILE AT HEAD OF BED 

PEPPER SEEDS ON FLOOR 

RED PEPPER PREVENTS WITCH 
FROM REENTERING SKIN 

and mus t  s tart over again . [Wilmington , N .  
Car . , (211) , 118 : 1+85 . ]  
10454 . Peppah seeds on floor . When they 
[ha g ]  comes in , mus t  pick up each grain . 
[Wilmington , N .  Car . , ( 2 2 4 ) , 14 2 : 4+85 . ]  
10455 . Sprinkle red pepper [ on their skin ] . 
Why dey can ' t go b ack in de skin . Put i t  
[ red pepper ] i n  d e  keyhole o f  de door and 

sprinkle a lit tle all down on de floo r . Red pepper will keep dem from goin ' back 
in de skin . Yo ' see , dey gi t s  out de skin when dey rides yuh . [ Jacksonville , 

RED PEPPER AND SULPHUR AGAINST HAGS 

IDLER UNFOLDED STRETCHED OUT AT BED 

Fla . , (59 7 ) , 7 7 0 : 11 . ] 
10456 . Take red pepper an ' grind it up an '  
put sulphur an ' s t u f f  i n  it . Dat ' s  g ood  
fo ' hags . 
( I f  the hags are riding you? ) 
Yes sir . [ Sumter , S .  Car . , (1340) , 2317 : 3.] 
1045 7 . Take new ruler [ folding siz-foot 
rul e ]  lay i t  open , extend it out . dri�s 
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ghosts  o r  hags away . [Here i s  a p roblem for gho s t  o r  hag to solve ! Here is  
ano ther numb ers o r  counting p roblem. ] [Washington , D . C . , ( ? ) , 8 38 : 11 . ] 

10458 . I f  a witch ridin ' yuh , bo therin ' yo ' , followin ' yo ' aroun ' , yo ' kin 
git salt , cookin ' salt , an ' tie i t  up in a l i t t l e  rag an ' yo ' kin git rid of dat 

witch . She can ' t s t and sal t . 
SALT IN BEDROOM DRIVES AWAY HAG (What do you do with that rag then? ) 

Yo ' take dat rag an ' yo ' ties i t  an ' yo ' lets 
i t  s t ay right in yore room.  An '  yo ' have tuh put a little lard on dat rag . Yo ' 
know , have it  kinda greasy . An '  j es '  hang dat rag right up in yore room an ' dat 
witch ain ' t ga in ' tuh bother yo ' no more . So , dat ' s  de onliest t ime - look , lak 
de witch will bother when yo ' in , yo ' know , in yo ' room tryin ' tuh rest , be try
in ' tuh ride yuh . [ S t . Pet ersburg , Fla . , ( 9 9 5 ) , 1610 : 3 . ] 

SALT IN BED OR AT DOOR 
104 59 .  "Put a box of salt in your bed wi t chew an ' dey 
[ hag ] won ' t bother you . " [Wilmingt on , ( 31 5 ) , 24 3 : 6 . ] 
1046 0 .  Put salt at door , hag can ' t enter house at 

night . [Wilmington , N .  Car . , ( 25 5 ) , 1 7 5 : 8 . ] 
10461 . Ah heard mah mo ther tell de  s t ory ab out a witch would come every night 

an ' git in de girl ' s  bed . When de girl went out [ o f  room or away for evening ] 

SALT AND RED PEPPER WITCH SHEDS 
an ' she [ hag ] come in an ' would git out of her 
skin an ' gi t in her bed . An '  one night she 
came in an ' de girl came in an ' seen de skin 

dere an ' she put [usually red ] p epper an ' salt on i t . An '  den when she come t o  
git  b ack i n  h e r  skin i t  j es '  runned h e r  crazy . The witch left  dere an ' dey say 
never came back no mo ' .  [Washington , D . C . , ( 626) , 8 01 : 3 . ] 

1046 2 .  I f  you put salt and red p epper in emp ty skin o f  wit ch , she or he will 
b e  unab le to reent er the skin . [ This was a common theme down the At lant coas t 
l ine . ] [Wilming ton , N .  Car . , ( 211) , 1 1 8  : 2+8 5 . ]  

1046 3 .  "Put salt and p epper in yore chimley [ fireplace ] and keep your rooms 
sprinkle round in de co rners , you know . That will keep them wit ches out . "  [ Chimr 

SALT AND PEPPER IN CHIMNEY OR FIREPLACE 
WITCHES SOMETIMES USE CHIMNEY - QUINCUNX 

ney or firep lace is used here because 
wit ches sometimes go up or come down 
the chimney . S ince fireplace is  the 
f ifth point within the four corners 

of the room , we have here a quincunx rit e . ] [ Jacksonville , Fla . , ( 6 0 9 ) , 7 8 7 : 6 . ] 
10464 . Gi t chew a han ' fula san ' [ sand ] an ' put down side yore bed an ' when

evah he [wi t ch ]  come dere an ' mess wit chah , why he have to count ev ' ry one dem 

SAND - HANDFUL AT BED - WITCH MUST COUNT 
grains o f  sand ' fore he go , an ' dey 
say he gon ' a keep on countin ' dem 
ovah an ' ovah until he t ry to count 

' em all , but  he nevah would count ' em all ' fa [ b e fore ] dat morning . See , j es '  
count ' em ovah an ' ovah . [Way cro ss , Ga . , ( 106 5 ) , 1 7 23 : 1 7 . ] 

SCIS SORS UNDER PILLOW 
104 6 5 . Open new pair o f  scissors and put under pillow 
t o  prevent hag- riding [Mobile , ( 6 6 3 ) , 8 7 2 : ? ] .  [ For 
scis sors under bed , Jacksonville , see No . 529 , p . l 56 , 

v . l ; over bed or door , No . 54 2 , p . l61 , v . l ,  Elizabeth City . ] 

SHINGLE - NEW - KEEP S EVIL SPIRIT OR WITCH AWAY 

SHROUDS ON 2 HAGS RIDING TOGETHER - MAGI C  WORDS 

10466 . Use a new shingle . 
(To keep the witch away . )  
Keep evil spirit away . [Way
cro ss , Ga . , (1154) , 18 9 2 : 9 . ] 
104 6 7 . Wit ch ge t s  out of skin . 
"Two wit ches wit chcraftin ' t o

gether , riding people . When they go out the skin , they put on a shroud- like 
somepin with wings hangin ' down . I ' ll say , Through de keyho l e ; you ' ll say Right 
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after you etc. 1 1  [Wilmington , ( about 191 ) , 9 5 : 3+85 . ]  
10468 . Well , dey tell me how tuh ke tch ' em [hags ] is [ to ]  git a s i f ter yo ' 

see , an ' dey ' ll come in dere roun ' ' fore day , yo ' see , an ' dey count de holes 
dere an ' r i ght dere ' s  where i t  be yo ' ke tch [her ] coun t in ' dem hole s in de s i f ter . 

SIFTER - HOLES IN - COUNTED BY HAG 
S o  dey caught a ole lady lak dat once . 
(What did she look l ike when they caught her?) 
Well , she looked lak somp in didn ' t have no 

skin on , j es '  kinda like butter - not butter , j elly yo ' know . So  dey caught her 
an '  dey b eat her . De ole lady was s taying dere herself [ living in same house ] .  
[ S t .  P e tersburg , Fla . , ( 9 9 7 ) , 1614 : 1 . ] 

SIFTER TURNED FACEDOWN 

S IFTER - HOW MANY HOLES IN? 

1046 9 . Sieve to keep witch o r  hag away [ Baltimore , 
46 : 3 ] .  
104 7 0 . Take a s ifter - take s a s ifter and t urn i t  
down o n  i t s  face [ op en s ide of s i fter down ] an ' 
' fore he leave s he ' s  go tta count every hole in dat 
sif ter . 
(The hag . ) [J acks onville , Fla . , ( 61 3) , 7 90 : 8 . ] 
10471 . " The old-fashioned sif ter i s  supposed t o  
have a thousand hole s in i t . "  [ My only example of 

this , informant 101 , near Snow Hill , Md . , by hand . ]  
104 7 2 .  Take f o ' ins tance i f  yo ' in bed an ' a witch be gin riding yo ' ,  why dey 

calls it de witch ; but my education place me in a position to know whut dey calls 

S I FTER NEAR CHAIR AT HEAD OF BED 
WY WITCH COUNTS HOLES OVER AND OVER 

dose , but at de same t ime we calls it de 
wi tch . 
Well , yo ' go t o  bed an ' de wi tch rides yo ' 
quite a b i t , j e s '  put a sif ter at de head 

of yo ' bed , by a chair dere . [Why near or on a chair ? Make yourself at home ? ] 
An '  i t ' s  qui t e  natural de next morning when yo ' git up , why yo ' ll ket ch de witch 
dere counting dose hole s over an ' over , cause dey afraid dey made a mi s t ake an ' 
dey count ' em over an ' over unt il day . 

[ I  ask a que stion too far away from microphone to be understood . ]  
Well , dey claim dat chew kin see i t . An '  then when yo ' see thi s  person - well 

quite natural when it sunup - yo ' say , "Leave ! "  It will leave . [ S t .  Peter sburg , 
Fla. , {j ust after 9 7 7 ) , 1 5 88 : 8 . ] 

104 7 3 .  [Here for conveni ence are two 
vitch from riding you [ Vi cksburg , ( 71 7 ) , 

rites  toge ther . ]  S ifter under bed keeps 
9 88 : 5 ] . 104 7 4 . " I  used to hear them 

IZD - SIFTER KEPT UNDER - SOMETIME S BOTTOM UPWARDS 
talk about taking a s ifter 
and turning i t  b o t t om upward 
under the bed , and they would 

cuunt the holes and it would be light [ day would 
coold see who it were , if she came to ride you . "  

come ] and you would b e  up and 
[ Fr edericksburg , Va . , Ediphone 

IZD - SIFTER AND MUSTARD SEED NEAR 

BREAST - SIFTER ON 

No . 42 . ] 
1047 5 .  S i f t er b e side bed , mus t ard seed by 
bed ; protection agains t hag [ double pro tec
t ion ] . [Wilmington , ( 213) , 118 : 8+8 5 . ]  
1047 6 .  Put a s i f ter on your b reas t [ imagine! ] 
and they have to go through them hole s . [ In

f�t 102 somewhere near Snow Hill on Eas tern Shore of Maryland , by hand . ] 

ClAIR - S I FTER UNDER TELLS WHETHER VI SITOR A WITCH 
IF SHE STAYS TOO LONG REMOVE SIFTER - SHE WILL LEAVE 

1047 7 . For people come to 
your house all the time 
and come and set too long , 
and see , you want them to 

8D home. S ay , you j us t  take a s ifter and put i t  up under their chair . And [ if ]  
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they ' ll j us t  s i t , s i t , and can ' t go , they is a witch ; but af t er [ if ]  they get up 
and go home , there [ they ] ain ' t witch . But they got to be re al old , old people . 
You see , you do that with a s if ter . [Usual ly a s teel ins trument is stuck into 
the bottom of the chair where it  won ' t  be seen by visitor . She can leave only 
af ter you remove the s t eel . ] [New Orleans , La . , ( 7 8 3 ) , 1088 : 7 . ] 

10478 . A witch is worser than a gho s t , they tell me . You know these old hand 
s ifter s?  You put that at the door o f  your room.  He has got to go through every 

hole in that s if t er before he can come in your room . And if 
S I FTER AT DOOR day l ight catches him ,  he was found in the s if ter . Then kill 

whatever you find in the sifter and they kill the witch . [Old 
Point Comfor t ,  Va . , ( 2 1 , from somewhere nearby ) , by hand , prob ab ly out on street 
somewhere . ] 

10479 . I f  wit ch come in your room to r ide you , s i f ter at front door . [Mob il� 
Ala . , 86 3 : 3 . ] 

10480 . If they see a s trainer [ o r  s if ter ] at the foot of  the door , a wit ch 
has t o  go through each hole before enter ing the hous e .  B y  this t ime the night 
will have p assed away . [ Fredericksburg , Va . , ( 6 2 ) 1 by Ed iphone . ]  

1048 1 .  They say that the only way t o  keep her from get ting b ack into her 
skin is to put a sif ter down at the door where she come s  in and she will have 
to go through every hole in that s i f ter and that will make it day and she can ' t 
get back in her skin . [Hamp ton , Va . , Ediphone 30 . ] 

1048 2 .  "You supposed to get a s if ter and swing i t  [ from a p iece of s t r ing ]  
a t  d e  door and dey can ' t go under dat s if ter or dey can ' t go b y  it  without count
ing ev ' ry hole in it . "  [Nor folk , Va . 1 (47 3 )  1 4 9 0 : 1 . ] 

1048 3 . "You hang a s if ter over the door and they have t o  penetrate through 
al l tho s e  holes , and by that t ime i t  i s  day and they can only r ide at night . "  
[Near Snow Hill , Md . ,  No . 89 ,  by hand . ]  

S I FTER - WITCH IN FORM OF DOG 

S IFTER - WITCH IN FORM OF CAT 

10484 . " S i f t er hung over door , next morning a 
dog walking around in the house will be the hag . "  
[Unusual and perhaps only example of  belief . 

Wilmington , N .  Car . , ( 2 12) 1 118 : 4+8 5 . ] 
1048 5 . Sifter at door nine days ; witch comes in 
fo rm o f  a cat [ prob ab ly only example of this ] . 

[Wilmington , N .  Car . , ( 3 36 ) , 2 7 4 : 11+8 5 . ]  
1 0486 . I know a fel low at home [ somewhere in Virginia ] , a witch r ides him.  

This witch has b een r id ing him for several year s . He caught this witch once . 

DOORS ILL - S IFTER AND FORK AT 
I ' ll tell you how he caught him [ no t ice the sex ] . 
He placed a s if t er and a fork under the doorsill . 
The witch came in and couldn ' t  pas s  it  [ had to 

count the holes in the sifter and was afraid of the fork tines . ]  [Fredericksbur� 

2 FORKS IN S IFTER BOTTOM UPWARDS 

KEYHOLE - HANG S IFTER AT 

Va . , ( 4 7 ) , by Ed iphone . ]  
10487 . "Cro s s  two forks in the sifter and turn 
it b o ttom upwards , i f  witches is b ad in your 
hous e . "  [Vicksburg 1 Miss . 1 (7 3 1 )  1 1002 : 7 .  ] 
10488 . "They , old people , used t o  say , to 
ketch a wit ch get a sif ter and hang i t  up where 

they came through the keyhole . " [ Freder icksburg , Va . 1 ( 4 5 ) 1 by Ed iphone . ]  

NEW S IFTER - TURN 9 T IMES FROM YOU 
CALL ING NAME - LEAN S IFTER AWAY 

10489 . Take a new s if ter and turn it aroun ' 
nine t imes from you and call dere name , and 
then turn the handle from you this way , and 
then turn the s if t er par t  that way , and they 

will never come back to your house no mor e . 
(You turn the s i f t er towar d them? ) 
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Turn i t  away from you , t urn i t  nine t ime s away from you. 
(Then do you lay that s i f ter down or what ? )  
After you does that why you takes and lay s  i t  down , b ut 

part thi s  way and the handle thi saway [ demons trates ] .  
you turns the s i fter 

The handle back towards the hous e ,  the s i f ter part away from the house . )  
[Mobile , Ala . , ( 6 6 6 ) , 8 7 7 : 14 . ] 

1049 0 .  [An unusual variation ] : 
bug in the morning . You then take 

"Put down s i f ter [at night ] , you will find a 
a needle and count the holes in the sif t er 

BUG FOUND IN SIFTER NEXT MORNING I S  WITCH 
COUNT HOLES WITH NEEDLE - BEFORE YOU FINISH 
SOMEONE WILL COME ASKING TO BE TURNED LOOSE 

SILVER DIME IN KEYHOLE 

SULPHUR 

WATER UNDER BED : GLAS S OF 
PAN OF - BUCKET OF 

[ yo u  are playing the wi tch ' s part ! ]  
and b efore you have finished , some
one will come in and ask you to 
turn him loo se . " [Wilmington ,  N .  
Car . , ( 2 2 5 ) , 144 : 4+8 5 . ]  
1049 1 .  "Some people call a hag a 
wi tch . She rides you . To keep her 
from riding you , put a dime in the 
keyhole an ' she can ' t  come in. " 
[ Jacksonville , ( 5 6 3 ) , 7 0 2 : 2+8 5 . ]  
1049 2 .  Burning sulphur keep s hag 
from riding you . [Wilmington , 
N .  Car . , ( 2 7 2 ) , 193 : 2+8 5 . ]  
1049 3 .  "Glas s o f  water under the 
b ed keeps hag away" [Wilmington , 

o f  water under bed s tops hag from riding 
vater and flaxseed , see No . l 04 2 6 . ] 

( 2 5 4 ) , 174 : 3+8 5 ] . 1049 4 . "Bas in 
you" [Mob ile , 8 9 1 : 10 ] . [ Fo r  b ucket o f  

1049 5 . Dey say , i f  dose hags wear yo ' out 
basin of water right in de line about hal fway 

WATER - PAN OF - ON FLOOR NEAR BED 
(A BROKEN-BONE RITE ] 

BIBLE - OR A GOOD-READING BOOK - UNDER HEAD 

ev ' ry nigh t  overnight , to put a 
o f  de p er son an ' den sleep wi t de 
Bible under dere head . 
(Where do they put that water ? )  
Dey put de water on de floor right 
in front o f  de bed . In de front 
of de b ed on de floor ab out hal f

way to de b ed b ut it be ' s  out s ide , not under de b ed .  [This is a b roken bone 
rite! ] An '  den sleep wi th de Bible , or a good-reading book , under yore head . 
(this is my only example o f  a good- reading book ! ] Dey will al so stop b o thering 
)'01 • [ St .  Petersburg , Fla . , ( 9 8 3) , 159 1 : 14 . ] 

1 1 .  ADDITION TO - SELL SELF TO THE DEVIL 

1049 6 .  Dey says thet 
c.rse God fo ' everything 

if yo ' goes tuh de fork of de road an ' kneel down an ' 
pos sible thet chew ' ll be transformed intuh some kin ' a  

- YOUNG K>ON - KNEEL DOWN - CURSE GOD - MIDNIGHT 
� CROSSROAD - TO CHANGE INTO BEING CALLED WITCH 

b eing called a wi tch , an ' yo ' 
kin do anything dat ' s  in yo ' 
power . 

of the road at any particular time? ) 
Yeas , on a young moon . 
(In the daytime ? ) 
So ,  midni ght - on a young moon . 
10497 .  Those forks o f  the road ? 

(Do you go out t o  the fork 
(Time i s  imp o rtant for moon and sun . ]  

[ S t . Petersburg , Fla . , ( 1005) , 1621 : 2 . ] 

I f  a man wants to j oin in vith the under-
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world work , he want to go t o  the forks o f  the road at b etween twelve and one 
o ' clock at night . He ' d  want to take his gui tar and he ' d  want to play it at 
twelve or one o ' clock at night ; see , at the forks of the road . And cus s  The 

UNDERWORLD WORK - TO BE UNDERWORLD MAN - GO TO 
FORKS OF ROAD BETWEEN MIDNIGHT AND 1 O ' CLOCK 
PLAY HIS GUITAR - CUS S THE FATHERJ THE SON AND 
THE HOLY GHOST - WHAT YOU WANT I S  ONLY GUIDE 

Father, the Son and the Holy 
Ghost , and he ' d  get them. His 
s ight would come through his 
eyes [sight would be only guide]  
where he could be a underworld 
man and anything don ' t bother 

him - the wo rry . 
take , that wasn ' t  
( 8 31) , 1 2 34 : 9 . ] 

And he ' d  j us t  s ay he j oined the devil and anything that he ' d  
right , well he ' d  b e  success ful at i t .  [New Orleans , La . , 

10498 .  Go to de forks o f  de road an ' walk b ack cro s s  de road n ine t imes , an ' 
look up an ' cus s God 9 times . An ' walk b ackwards cro s s  de road . Dey say yo ' 

BACKWARDS WALK 9 TIMES ACROSS  FORKS OF ROAD 
LOOKING UP INTO AI R AND CURS ING GOD EACH TIME 
THI S SELLS YOU TO DEVI L - YOU CAN DO ANYTHING 

done sold yo ' s elf  to de devi l .  
(Now here ' s  the forks o f  the 
ro ad . [I demonstrat e . ] I walk 
over the forks o f  the road . ) 
Nine times backwards .  
(N ine t imes b ackwards and I look 
up into the air and curs e God 

nine times . Then I ' ve sold mys elf to the devi l .  And then what do I do ? )  
Yo ' kin go b ack an ' do anything yo ' wanta do den .  [ S t .  P et ersb urg , Fla . , 

(1044) , 1 6 9 4 : 8 . ] 
10499 . When yo ' wants tuh s ell yo ' s elf  to de devi l , ah ' ve heard o f  dat . Yo ' 

go to de fa ' fo ' ks ah b ' l i eve fa ' nin e  mornings - or 15 morn ings , somepin lak dat . 

9 OR 1 5  MORNINGS GO TO THE FORKS OF THE ROAD 
YOU REPEAT A QUESTION 3 TIMES AND SAY : 
DEVILJ DEVILJ AH WANTS TUH BE WITH YOU 
WANTS TO WORK FOR YOU 
LAST MORNING YOU MEET WHOLE LOTSA RACKET 
I F  YOU KIN STAND DE FUSSING YOU HEAR 
THEN YOU CAN DO ALMOST ANYTHING IN THE WORLD 

Ah disrememb er how many mornings , 
but anyway , dey say yo ' kin go dere 
an ' repeat a ques tion . S ay yo ' re
peat dat ah think three times , ah 
b elieve , an ' s ay Devi l, Devi l, ah 
wants tuh be wi th chew; wants tuh 
work fo ' yo ' .  An ' dey say de las t 
mornin ' yo ' go , say den yo ' meets 
up wi th a whole lo t s a  racket an ' 

fuss an '  all lak dat . An ' dey say 
den yo ' kin do mo s t  anything in de 
Ga . , (1107 ) , 17 81 : 5 . ] 

i f  yo ' kin s t and de fussing dat chew hear , why 
worl ' - yo ' come to do any thing . [Waycro s s , 

1 05 00 . B ecaus e you will t ell i t  by de 
S ee ,  I know this b ecaus e I ' ve b een hurt . 

di ff ' rent - you have diff ' rent feelings. 
[He whispers s omething . ] 

3 TIMES TURN ROUND AT MIDNIGHT AT 4-WAY ROAD 
SAY : DEVIL TAKE ME - I SELL MAH SOULD TO YOU 

[ Several times whispering e lse
where meant "I don ' t  want to talk 
too loud, someone might hear me . "] 
(I see . You can t ell the differ
ence . )  
[ I f  you have b een tricked,  your 

feelings are different . Informant starts a s elling-yours elf-to- the-devil story . ] 
And then I remember this thing . You go to d e  fork o f  de road , but de road 

have to have four forks . S ee ,  four . [ This is sometimes called a 4-way road . ] 
(Four? ) 
Yes , sir , and you go there at midnight . And when you go there , you turn round 

three times and j us t  - and then I heard a man s ay ,  well he s ay he did i t . Well , 
he mus ta did s omepin b ecaus e he could do anything he wanted look like . And he 
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went there and he said he sold - told de devil , say , "Devil take me . I sell mah 
soul to you . " Now for knowing ; I don ' t know that , but I ' ve heard that . 

( I  see . That ' s  all right . What t ime did he go  out there? ) 
Twelve o ' clock . 
(At noon? ) 
At night , twelve o ' clock at night ; but you have t o  be in de four fork o f  de 

road . [Vicksburg , Mis s . , ( 7 31) , 1001 : 2 . ] 
10501 . You kin go out to de forks o f  de 

LEARN ANYTHING YOU WANT AT CROSSROAD road and learn ab out anything there is 
that you ' d like to have - [ I ]  mean l ike 

to have done . If you wanta learn music , you can go to work and g i t  to the forks 
o f  the road and you kin learn it - j us '  what ever you desire to b e . [ Charle s ton , 

S .  Car . , ( 4 9 9 ) , 543 : 3 . ] 
TO LEARN MUSIC - VIS IT CROSSROAD SUNDAY 10502 . Mah mo thah ' s bro thah went out -

he wanta know how tuh pick a banj o ,  yo ' 
know . An '  he had tuh go  out on a Sunday - i t ' s  Sunday yo ' has tuh go . An '  he ' d  
go out on Sundays at de cro ss roads an ' s tart tuh learn how tuh p ick . [Wilson , 
N .  Car . , ( 1 4 7 3) , 2 6 5 3 : 14 . ] 

10503 . Well , i f  a person wanted tuh - say f o r  ins tance , i f  yo ' wanted tuh 
learn tuh do mos t  any dev ' lish act , yo ' know • • • •  Dey tell me whenevah yo ' learn 
tuh play a banj o or guitah or anything lak dat , dey go tuh work an ' sell yo ' self 
tuh de devil anyhow . S o  dey go right out tuh de fo ' k  o f  de road on Sunday morn
ing , yo ' know , befo ' day an ' play an ' try de p icks [ s trings ] .  S ay i t  will come 
tuh yo ' j es '  as natchral as any thing else yo ' wanta do dat ain ' t right . I t  will 
come tuh yo ' j es '  as natchral - yo ' know , perfect tuh yo ' . [ S t . Petersburg , Fla . , 

(1021) , 1651 : 1 . ] 
PICKING BOX OR DAN CING LATE AT CROSSROAD 10504 . Dey say , go tuh de fo ' k  of de 

SELLS YOU TO THE DEVIL road in de late hours at night , if yo ' 
wanta learn how tuh pick a box , or 

learn how tuh dance . Dat ' s sellin ' yo ' self tuh de devil . Ah ' ve heard of dat . 
(What do you do when you go  out there? ) 
Ah don ' know anything dey did , j es '  go out dere . [ F lorence , S .  Car . , (1284) , 

2181 : 10 . ] 
10505 . I f  yo ' wanta be a dancer , yo ' kin go to de fo ' k  of de road seven 

Sunday mawnin ' [b efore day ] an ' s tart dancin ' ; any dance yo ' wanta dance , yo ' 
kin dance i t . [ Sumter , S .  Car . , 

DARCE 7 SUNDAY MORNINGS AT FORKS OF ROAD ( 1378) , 2448 : 21 . ] 
10506 . Yo ' go t o  de fo ' k  o f  de road 

iD de nighttime aftah twelve a ' clock , if  yo ' wanta be done sold yo ' self to de 
� .  an ' yo ' kin do mo s '  anything . Go t o  de fo ' k  of de road an ' carry a guita� 
Carry yo ' a guitah an ' set to de fo ' k  o f  de road an ' pick or f ingah i t ; if  yo ' 
� · t know how t o  pick , j es '  f ingah it . An ' anything dat come dere , don ' t git 
frightened or don ' t be scared , until day . Yo ' be success ful . 

(You learn how to play that guitar . )  [Waycro ss , Ga . ,  ( 1110) , 1 7 83 : 6 . ] 
10507 . Ah wus told dat i f  yo ' wanted tuh learn tuh play music , somp in like 

scring music [ o r ]  mouth organ , yo ' go out tuh de fo ' ks of de road some dark 
night at twelve a ' clock . An ' if yo ' 

� NIGHT - MIDNIGHT - FORKS OF ROAD s tayed dere - dey tell me now - vit vbut 
come tuh see yo ' , well yo ' ll learn tuh 

pt.y .usic . [ Brunswick , Ga . ,  (1174) , 1980 : 2 . ] 
10508 . Dey tell me dat on a Sunday night at twelve a ' clock if yo' could 

� [ f ind by chance here ? ] a fo ' k  of a road an ' - dey say s - an '  ba� uerve 
eepqgb to s tand whut chew see , yo ' kin come back tuh town an ' do .oat aaything 
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yo ' want ; but have a banj o or gui tah or s omp in t o  attract dis ole devil or s ompin 
whut dis  might be . But 
it go tta be a road wi t 
three fo ' ks to i t , an ' 
yo ' g o t t a  b e  dere a t  a 
certain time - at twel� 

3-FORKED ROAD - SUNDAY - 12 P . M. OR 4 P . M. - IF YOU CAN 
STAND THERE WITH BANJO OR GUITAR TO ATTRACT DEVIL 

YOU CAN DO ANYTHING YOU WANT TO DO 

or fo ' .  An '  i f  yo ' kin s tand whut comes by yo ' self [you 
world ! ] . [ Brunswick , Ga . , ( 1183 ) , 1 9 9 5 : 6 . ] 

have it made in this 

10509 . (What do they say ab out that ? )  
Well , they tell me you go t o  the fork o f  the road late at night , b y  yours el f ,  

with a gui tar . See , forks o f  d e  road - a road go this way and one go the o ther 

3 NIGHTS PLAY GUITAR AT FORKS OF ROAD 
way [ demons trate s ] . You s i t  there wi th 
that gui tar ' till it get dark , you under-

it ' s  get t ing dark . 
s tand , well you go 
you come an ' play , 
you want . 

s tand . It  kin b e  fair , but i t  come -
S ee . Wel l , if  you know how to play dat gui tar , you under

there and get in that fork of the road for three night s . And 
make any kind o f  tune - make any kind o f  no t e  on that gui tar 

(I see . ) [ This is learning to play bet ter or s elling self to devil . ]  [ Vicks
burg , Mis s . ,  ( 5 36 ) , 1007 : 3 . ] 

10510 . I f  yo ' got a gui- tah o r  ukul ele or eithah a banj o ,  an ' if yo ' wants 
tuh learn how tuh pick an ' yo ' can ' t learn with your own knowledge , yo ' take at 

ab out fo ' ' clock in d e  mawn-
4 O ' CLOCK IN MORNING S IT AT FORKS OF ROAD PICKING 
BANJO OR GUITAR - ALL SORTS OF FRIGHTNING THINGS 
APPEAR BECAUSE YOU ARE SELLING YOURSELF TO DEVIL 
IF YOU CAN PASS TEST - GO HOME AND PLAY ANYTHING 

in ' an ' go an ' s i t  out at de 
fo ' ks of de road , an ' b egins 
tuh p i ck .  Ev ' rythin ' wi ll 
app eah b efo ' yo ' but ' cos ' 
when yo ' do dat yo ' s ells 

yo ' self tuh de devil . I f  yo ' kin s tand tuh s ee all dos e things t uh come b efo ' 
yo ' , when yo ' come b ack home yo ' kin pick j es '  as well as i f  yo ' been doin ' i t  
fo ' t en or twelve yeahs ; i f  yo ' can ' t ,  [ then you ] b e  ' fraid o f  any thin ' dat come 
b e fo ' yo ' .  [ Florence , S .  Car . , ( 1306 ) , 2 2 10 : 2 . ] 

10511 . Well , j es '  lak i f  yo ' wanted tuh be a p ro fes s ional gamb ler o r  a pro
fessional s lick person. Yo ' go dere an ' yo ' s i t s  at fo ' forks , j es '  lak dat [ i s ]  

S I T  AT FORK O F  RO AD  - MIDNIGHT - UNTIL YOU HEAR 
CHAIN RATTLE - SPIRIT OR VOICE WILL TELL YOU HOW 
TO BECOME PROFESSIONAL GAMBLER OR SLICK PERSON 

fork right dere [ demons trates ] ,  
yo ' sits  right dere a t  a cer
tain hour lak midnight , until 
yo ' hear - dere ' l l b e  a chain 
rat t l in ' j es '  lak [ someone 

rat t l ing a ]  chain . An ' dere ' ll b e  a 
what somevah yo ' wants tuh know . An ' 
Petersburg , Fla . , ( 9 7 7 ) , 1582 : 4 . ] 

spirit or voice come up tuh yo ' an ' t ell yo ' 
i t  points yo ' tuh de way tuh go . [ S t . 

10512 . Dey t ell me yo ' coul d go tuh de fo ' ks o f  de road : j es '  lak i f  yo ' 
wanted tuh s ell yo ' s el f tuh d e  devil , or want tuh learn how tuh pick a gui tah or 

AT MIDNIGHT GO TO FORKS OF ROAD - TAKE GUITAR 
P ICK IT - ALL SORTS OF DEVILS WILL APPEAR 
DON ' T  LET THEM BOTHER YOU - YOU BECOME MUS ICIAN 

anything lak dat , see . Yo ' go 
tuh de fo ' ks o f  de road an ' at 
a c ertain hour o f  d e  night -
it b e  at twelve ' clock at 
night . Go tuh d e  fo ' ks of de 

road an ' go dere an ' play , an ' 
tuh ' em attah [ a f t er ]  dat hour 
anythin ' .  Ah have nevah t ried 

10513 . To a gui tar to - go  

all kinda devils an ' a l l  kinda thin ' s wi ll come 
at night , an ' den yo ' could learn how tuh play 
it . [Waycro ss , Ga . , ( 10 7 1 ) , 1 7 31 : 5 . ] 
t o  the forks o f  the road at midnight . The devil 
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comes and teaches you to play it . [ Richmond , Va . , ( 3 74) , 31 7 : 1 3 . ] 
10514 . To make mus ic , dey t el l  me , yo ' go to a fork of  de road at twelve 

' clock at night , an ' have yore guitah or whut kind of mus ic yo ' wanta make . 
Sit down an ' play , an ' real late somepin ' ll come up an ' take yore guitar an ' 
play a p iece fo ' yo ' .  An '  aftah den yo ' ll git it  down perfect . Dat ' s  de way 
dat is ah ' ve heard . [ S t . Petersburg , Fla . , (1033) , 1681 : 3 . ]  

1051 5 .  Dey go tuh d e  fo ' ks of  de road tuh learn mus ic . Yo ' go at twelve 
a ' clock in de night an ' yo ' have yore ins trument s ,  an ' yo ' stop in de centah o f  

CENTER OF CROSSROAD - PLAY MUSI C  I N  - MIDNIGHT 
de road - see , dere fo ' p oint s .  
An ' den yo ' start tuh play yore 
mus ic an ' dat ' s de way yo ' learn 

tuh play mus ic . [The center of the crossroad is rarely expres sed as here , it 
probab ly always being assumed . I f  it is the center of a 4-f orked road , each with 
a 90° angle , it is  a quincunx rite . ] [ Memphis ,  Tenn . , ( 93 8 ) , 1517 : 16 . ] 

10516 . Well , ah had a friend , he wanted tuh learn how tuh play mus ic . An '  
he said dat he went tuh d e  fo ' k  o f  de road an ' carried a rooster in a box ; an ' 

ROOSTER IN BOX - HOMEMADE GUITAR - TO CRO SSROADS 
AT MIDNIGHT - ROO STER CROWED - GUITAR PLAYED 
MAN THEN P ICKED UP GUITAR AND DEVIL APPEARED 

TAUGHT MAN HOW TO PLAY - GO ANY DAY EXCEPT SUNDAY 

he had a little - made him a 
gui tar . An ' when it twelve 
a ' clock dat box wus layin ' 
ovah dere , an ' he [ it ]  went 
tuh playin ' mus ic - de roos t
er crowed first  - an ' dat box 

vent tuh playin ' mus ic . An '  when dat box went tuh playin ' mus ic , he went an ' 
picked i t  up . An ' den d e  devil come up dere , he says , an ' he showed him how tuh 
play dis . 

(He went out there at any t ime? ) 
No , went at night , twelve a ' clock at night . 
(Any day of  the week? ) 

All ' cept Sunday . 
(You can ' t go on Sunday? Any day but Sunday? ) 
Yes . [ Brunswick , Ga . , ( 1206 ) , 2039 : 6 . ] 
10517 . Know one thing dat happen to de fo ' k  o f  de road , if  a man wanted tuh 

so out an ' learn how tuh p ick de gui t ar . So he us ed tuh carry d e  guit ar roun ' 

ORE NIGHT ON BRIDGE AT FORK OF ROAD GUITARIST 
MET STRANGER WHO BORROWED HI S GUITAR - PLAYED IT 
BEAUTI FULLY - RETURNED BOX PLAYED MUCH BETTER 

all de t ime from "joint " tuh 
"joint " [ from one fun drinking 
place to another ] .  So he went 
to a party one night an ' on de 
way comin ' b ack he met a man 

ap at de b ridges [ at the fork o f  a road ] an ' de man go t de box from him, an ' he 
picked it pretty well . He p icked de purttiest  [ pretties t ]  music he evah hear d .  
well , h e  [ s tranger ] give him d e  box b ack an ' den aftah d a t  h e  could p ick it [ much 
better than he had p icked it before ] . [ Fayetteville , N. C ar . , ( 1 3 9 3 ) , 2 5 04 : 5 . ] 

10518 . Dey say ef  yo ' want de devil tuh • • •  but chew have to go to de f orks of 
de road j es '  de same • • •  at night an ' set there an ' he ' ll come an ' learn you any 
tune yo ' wanta know . [Mob ile , Ala . , ( 66 7 ) , 8 78 : 7 . ]  

10519 . Like if  you wanted to play a gui tar , you take it and go t o  the four 
forks o f  a road and play . And the devil will come and take it out o f  your hand 
.ad play a p iece o f  it and hand i t  b ack to you. And you can play anything you 
want . You go about twelve o ' clock at night . [ Fredericksburg , Va . , No . 56 ,  by 
Ed:l.phone . ]  

10520 . Yo ' kin go out tuh de fo ' ks of  de road at twelve a ' clock at night 
... yo ' kin stan '  dere fo ' j es '  a f ew minutes ' fore twelve an '  anything dat yo ' 
wanta learn , j es '  lak i f  yo ' wanta learn tuh play a piece o f  music - a mouth 
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organ , a guitar , anythin ' - take dat ' long wit chew. An ' b e  s t andin ' dere at 
twelve a ' clock an ' dere ' ll come someb ody . When yo ' go , yo ' go dere fa ' nuthin 

STAND AT ROAD FORK FEW MINUTE S BEFORE MIDNIGHT 
HOLDING MUSICAL INSTRUMENT YOU WANT TO PLAY 
MIDNIGHT SOMEONE WILL TAKE INSTRUMENT FROM YOU 
TEACHING YOU EVERYTHING TO BE KNOWN ABOUT IT 

but j es '  dat . Jes ' lak yo ' make 
up yore mind : "Well , ah ' m  ga in ' 
dere , if ah see anything [out 
there ] or if ah ain ' t seein ' it ; 
ah ' m  j es '  ga in ' fa ' whut ah want." 
Yo ' j es '  go an ' stan ' dere an ' 

j es '  at de minute of twelve , somp in will walk up tuh yo ' an ' take it [mus ic in
strument ] from yo ' 1 an ' tell ev ' ry kinda mus i c  an ' ev ' ry kinda song dat it is , 
good songs an ' b ad ones ; b ut dat is not lak if yo ' would take a cat fa ' a b lack 
cat bone . Dey us ed tuh do dat too , b ut den dat ' s  when yo ' sold yo ' self tuh de 
devil . [ Fayet t eville , N .  Car . • ( 1 4 5 0 )  • 26 31 : 5 . ] 

10521 .  You g o  to the road with three f orks , and set in the forks o f  the road , 
and the devil will come there and learn you how to play . You go along ab out mid
night . [Newport News , Va . , ( 2 8 ) 1 collected at Old Po int Comfort , by Ediphone . ]  

10522 . I ' ve heard o f  people sell ing thereself to the devil when they wanted 
to be a mus ic ian .  They go to a cedar tree and git under the cedar tree and 

CEDAR TREE - SIT UNDER WITH MUSIC 
DEVIL COMES TO TEACH YOU TO PLAY 

that ' s  where they commence us ing this mus ic . 
They carry what they want to play with them.  
That ' s  suppo sed to sell themself to the 
devil . The devil appears to them and shows 

them how to play this mus ic . [Old Point Comfort , Va . , ( 32 ) 1 by Ediphone . ]  
1052 3 . De thing tuh do at de fo ' ks o f  de road , learning how to dance an ' 

learning how tuh p ick a guit ar an ' learning how tuh • • • •  Well , dey say i f  yo ' want a 

WATCH DEVIL ' S  FINGERS AT CRO SSROADS 
learn how tuh be a mus ician or anything , 
say yo ' go tuh de fo ' ks o f  de road at 
twelve a ' clock at night an ' stay dere . 

When yo ' git dere , dey say , dere ' ll b e  somp in appear befo ' yo ' an ' j es '  as dey 
do dey f ingers , dat ' s  de  way yo ' do yarn . Dat ' s  in order of sell ing yo ' self 
tuh de devil f or an inf idel . [Waycross 1 Ga . 1 ( 1141) 1 1855 : 9 . ] 

10524 . Well , ah heard say , j es '  lak if a man , he want a be a mus ic ian or gui-
tah player . He go tuh de fo ' k  of de road around ab out twelve a ' clock in de night 

AT MIDNIGHT STAND IN CENTER OF 4 FORKS OF ROAD 
WALK UP ONE FORK - COME BACK - TUNE UP INSTRUMENT 
DO THI S WITH ALL 4 FORKS - YOU CAN PLAY ANYTHING 

an ' yo ' know , he will git 
tune up . An ' yo ' know , j es '  
l ike a road [has ] fa ' diff ' 
ent fo ' k ,  [he will ] walk up 
each one a p iece an ' come 

back in de middle an ' tune his box ,  an ' he kin p ick most  anythin ' .  
(He goes up one [ fork ] and then he comes b ack [ t o  cent er of roads ] and tunes 

it up ; then he goes b ack up the other and c omes b ack and tunes up • • •  ) 

RED ROOSTER AND BLACK CAT BONE - CARRY 3 MORNINGS 
BEFORE DAY TO CRO S SROAD - THIRD DAY DEVIL APPEARS 

Yeah . [Brunswick , Ga . , 
( 119 7 ) . 2014 : 7 . ] 
1052 5 .  Carry a black cat 
bone and a red rooster to the 
fork of the road before day 
on three mornings . Meet the 

devil on the third day . [Wilmingt on , N .  Car . , (218) 1 130 : 5+85 . ] 

IN GRAVEYARD SOMETHING MEETING YOU AT 1 OR 2 A . M. 
WILL LEAD YOU TO FORKS OF A PATH TO LEARN MUSIC 

10526 . Said lak i f  yo ' want
ed tuh play mus ic , yo ' go tuh 
a graveyard an ' somp in would 
meet chew at dis graveyard . 

Lak yo ' want a know how tuh play a guit ar or somep in lak dat , somep in would meet 
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chew at dis graveyard . Well , yo ' go out dere , ah think i t ' s  one or two a ' clock 
at night , an ' yo ' go tuh d e  fo ' ks of dis path . Go tuh de graveyard first an ' den 
come back dere tuh de fo ' ks of de path , an ' den dis thing would carry yo ' tuh de 
fo ' ks of de path . An '  dey say yo ' learn how tuh play anything yo ' wanta . [ Fay
etteville , N .  Car . , (1413) , 2 540 : 5 . ] 

1052 7 . When you want to sell yourself to de devil , you go to de graveyard at 
12  o ' clock ever ' night and they say you ' ll mee t  a man , you ' ll mee t  de devil . And 

GRAVEYARD - MIDNIGHT - MEET DEVIL - IF YOU BELIEVE 
IN HIM - HE WILL BLOW ON YOU - YOU CAN DO ANYTHING 

he says , "You want to b e
l i eve in me or de Lord . "  
And you say you be lieve in 
de Lord. But you can ' t sell 

your self to him [ devil ] .  I f  you say , Yes, I b e lieve in you , well he take s you 
and he doe s  sumpin to you . Be blows [ on you ] or sump in .  And [after that ] you 
can do anything you want . [Deal I sland , Md . , on Eastern Shore , (114) , Tel . 33 : 1 . ] 

10528 . De way de ' do ' s  to s ell dereself to de devil an ' learn all dese tricks, 
well dey goes to de graveyard . Dey goe s  dere dey tell me - mah ole pappy say , 

SINNER ' S  GRAVE - LIE UPON IT 9 MORNINGS BEFORE DAY 
YOU SELL YOURSELF TO THE DEVIL TO LEARN TRICKS 

tell me , fo ' about nine 
mornings an ' dey lay upon 
dat grave , on a s inner ' s  
grave . An ' say if he lay 

up dere dat nine mornings , said dey could do mo s t  
(They g o  there on what morning? ) 

anything dey wanta do . 

Any morning , only i t ' s - yo ' know , ' fore day in de morning . Yassuh , fo ' nine 
.arnings , an ' lay upon a s inner grave . [ S t . P e t ersb urg , Fla . , (1022) , 1 6 54 : 9 . ] 

VISIT GRAVEYARD - THEN CROSSROADS 
9 N I GHTS - DO ANYTHING 

ll' YOU VISIT FORKS OF ROAD 9 MORNINGS EARLY 
WHATEVER YOU HAVE IN MIND YOU CAN DO 

MUSICIAN - DAN CER - GAMBLER - ANYTHING 

10529 . Go tuh a graveyard nine 
nights an ' come back de cros sroads 
an ' if  yo ' could spend de nine 
nights ,  dat chew could do anything 
else dat chew wanted tuh do . [Wil
son , N .  Car . , (1466) , 2 6 51 : 7 . ] 
10530 . Dey tell me dey goe s  tuh de 
forks of de road fo ' nine mornings 
and at de end of de nine mornings 
whatevah in dere mind , what dey 
des ire to do , dey kin do i t . Yo ' 

aoderstand . Even ah ' ve heard people say if yo ' wanta b e  a good dancer yo ' go 
dere . I f  yo ' wanta b e  a good mus ician yo ' goes  dere , an ' any o ther kind of work 
dey s ay . [Mob ile , Ala . , ( 69 8 ) , 9 48 : 1 . ] 

10531 . You kin go to de forks o f  de road and all - if  dey wanta learn to play 
de banj o ,  gui tar - at a certain hour at night . And play dere t ill a certain hour 
� night , but dey say you supoosed to go for nine nights ,  you know . An ' den de 
� supposed to come . Dat ' s  supposed to get de ticke t for yuh to play de gui
�. b anj o ,  any kind of s tring music dat you wanta . [Pe tersburg , Va . ,  (448) , 
423 : 8 . ] 

10532 .  Ah heard dat chew could go out to de fo ' ks of de road fo ' nine mawn
iD' s with a banj o , guitar or anything . An '  if yo ' wanta play - whatevah yo ' 
..ota do - j e s '  go out dere fo ' nine mawnin ' s  ' fore day . An ' de ninth mavnin ' 
,o' 11 succeed in whatevah yo ' wanted tuh s tart - de purpo se yo ' went out dere 
fo ' .  [Wil son , N .  Car . , (147 9 ) , 2 6 58 : 11 . ] 

10533 . Well , ah heard if  anybody wanted tuh learn how tuh play music or any 
kiDd dat dey could j e s '  take dere mus ic fo ' nine mawnin ' s  an ' go to de fo ' ks of 
._ road an' sit dere an ' begin tuh play . An '  as dey begin tub play . den sompin 
-'11 came along an ' tune dis mus ic [ instrument ] fo ' ' em an ' cause dea tub play 
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9 MORNINGS EARLY - MUS IC BOX TO FORKS - PLAY 
SOMPIN • • •  COME • • •  CAUSE DEM TUH PLAY ANYTHIN ' 

ON 9 NIGHTS VISIT CROSSROAD - LAST NIGHT YOU 
MEET AND TALK TO DEVIL - YOU CAN DO ANYTHING 

anythin ' dey wanta play . [ Fay
etteville , N .  Car . , (1391) , 
2494 : 16 . ] 
10534 . Go tuh de four corners 
of de forks of  de road for nine 
mornings - for nine nights , at 
twelve o ' clo ck . Yo ' suppose tuh 
meet de devil out dere at de ninth 

night . And after you meet him , yo ' walk wit him an ' yo ' come back . Yo ' supposed 
tuh do anything yo ' want : p lay mus ic o r  b e  a good gambler , yo ' know ; but de  aver
age fellah haven ' t  got de gut s tuh do dat . [Norfolk , Va . , ( 4 6 9 ) , 4 7 6 : 1 2 . ] 

10535 . Ah ' ve heard dem say i f  a fellah wants  tuh dance - i f  he wants tuh 
learn - dat yo ' could try fo ' nine mawnin ' s  tuh play mus i c  or anything lak dat ; 

9 SUNDAY MORNINGS BEFORE DAY GO TO FORKS OF ROAD 
DEVIL MEETS YOU 9TH SUNDAY - MAKES YOU MUSI CIAN 

anything dat chew wanta do . 
Say yo ' go out tuh de fo ' ks 
of de  road nine Sunday mawn
in ' s  befo ' day . Go out dere 

nine Sunday mawnin ' s  b e fo ' day , i f  yo ' wants tuh play mus i c , wanta play de vio
lin or anything . Go out dere nine Sunday mawnin ' s  ' fore day , an ' de ninth , well , 
dey say a devil will meet chew an ' he ' ll tell yo ' tuh play . He ' ll tell yo ' tuh 
play de violin an ' nuthin will happen tuh yo ' .  An ' dey say yo ' ab solutely will 
be a musi cian or what evah it wuz yo ' tryin ' tuh do . [ Fayetteville , N .  Car . , 

PICK BANJO 9 SUNDAY MORNINGS AT FORKS OF ROAD 
9TH MORNING DEVIL APPEARS - YOU LEARN TO PLAY 

(1429) , 2 5 7 8 : 12 . ] 
105 36 .  Ah heard long yeahs ago 
concernin ' a p erson ' s goin ' dere 
on sech an ' sech a day . Ah heard 

folks say yo ' could take a banj o on Sunday mawnin ' [before day ] fo ' nine mawnin ' s  
an ' go tuh de fo ' ks of  de road an ' pick dat banj o ,  an ' de ninth mawnin ' de devil 
would meet chew dere an ' yo ' would be able tuh do anythin ' .  

(You will learn how to play ? )  
Yes . [ Fayetteville , N .  Car . , (1394) , 2 5 05 : 12 . ] 
105 37 . Dis story whut ah ' ve heard o f , de man whut wants tuh learn tuh play 

de gui-tah mus i c . He kin take his inst rument , whut he wants tuh learn tuh play , 

DEVIL TUNES YOUR MUS I CAL INSTRUMENT AT CROSSROADS 
ON 9TH CONSECUTIVE MORNING YOU TAKE IT THERE 
USUALLY BEFORE DAY - YOU CAN THEN PLAY ANYTHING 

an ' he kin go tuh a cro s s
road s fo ' nine mawnin ' s .  
An '  on de ninth mawnin ' dere 
will be sompin dere , dey 
said , whi ch would take de 

gui-tah - which would b e  de devil . He take dat inst rument an ' tune i t  into tune 
fo ' yo ' tuh play , understand . An ' yo ' kin play it from den on , aftah de ninth 
mawnin '  at de cro s s roads . [ Florence , S .  Car . , ( 1313) , 2 2 37 : 2 . ] 

LAST OF 9 STRAIGHT EARLY MORNINGS YOU VI SIT 
CROS SROADS - DEVIL TEACHES YOU ALL TRICKS 

wil l learn you all the triaks they i s  going . 

10538 . You kin go to the forks of  
the road fer nine straight mornings 
and the las t morning you ' ll meet 
the devil there . And that devil 
[ Ri chmond , Va . , (402) , 3 5 0 : 3+8 5 . ]  

BEFORE SURRISE 9 MORNINGS - HE TOOK BANJO TO 
FORKS OF ROAD - 9TH MORNING MAN APPEARS - ASKS 
WHAT BE HAS - ANSWERS BANeTO - STRANGER TUNED IT 
PLAYED IT  - THEN TAUGHT OWNER HOW TO PLAY IT 

105 3 9 . I f  you want to learn 
how to pick a banj o ,  you go to 
the fork of the road b e fore 
sunri s e  nine mornings .  The 
ninth morning when you go ther� 
they say you meet a man , but it 

was the devil . They said the man asked him what he got there and [ the owner ]  
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told him a b anj o .  And he [ devi l ]  took i t  and tuned i t  for him and learn him a 
p iece . [ Ri chmond , Va . , ( 346) , 387 : 4+8 5 . ] 

10540 . To b e  a mus ician , go  t o  forks of road for 9 mornings . A black man 
will come and t ake your gui tar and teach you . (No t much s tory . Do not use wi th

BLACK MAN TEACHES GUITAR 9 MORNINGS AT CROSSROAD 

DANCE AT ROAD FORKS MIDNIGHT TO 1 A. M. 9 NIGHTS 
DEVIL WILL TEACH YOU TO BE A P ROFESS IONAL DANCER 

out checking . Use as foot
no te . )  [Wi lmington , N .  Car . , 
( 288) , 205 : 4+8 5 . ]  
1 0541 . Dey go to de forks o f  
d e  road at midnight an ' prac
t i c e  dancing . an ' dey become 
to b e  a natural dancer . Say 

de devi l wi ll meet ' em dere between midnight an ' one a ' clock an ' dey will prac
tice . Go dere fo ' nine nights an ' dey ' ll become to be a natural professional 

7 MORNINGS BEFORE SUNRISE - AT FORKS OF ROAD PLAY 
GUITAR - DEVIL MEETS YOU - MAKE S YOU GREAT PLAYER 

dancer . [ S t .  P e tersburg , 
Fla . , (104 7 ) , 1 7 0 2 : 10 . ] 
1054 2 .  To play gui tar , go 
out to forks or road before 

Go 7 mornings wi th the gui tar and play .  [Jack-sunri se . Sell self to devi l .  
s onville , Fla . , ( 563) , 7 02 : 1 . ] 

1054 3 .  Dey say dey kin go out to 
yo ' kin go out dere each mawnin ' , in 

de fo ' k  of  de road fo ' nine mawnin ' s  an ' 
cas e yo ' wants tuh play a gui tar , or yo ' kin 

3 TIMES TURN AROUND - LOOK OVER LEFT SHOULDER 
ON LAST OF 9 MORNINGS YOU GO TO CROSSROADS 
DEVIL WILL MEET YOU - TEACH YOU MUS IC - ANYTHING 

do anything yo ' wanta . Yo ' go 
out fo ' nine mawnin ' s  an ' de 
ninth mawnin ' when yo ' go , say 
yo ' turn around three times 
an ' look ovah yore left 

[ shoulder ]  s ay somp in will meet chew . 
meet chew an ' den yo ' kin do anything 

Yo ' don ' t know whut ' ti s  but sompin will 
yo ' wants tuh . [Wi lson , N .  Car . , (14 7 5) , 

9 SUCCESS IVE NIGHTS - ABOUT 2 A. M. - GO TO FORKS 
OF ROAD - NIGHTLY APPARITIONS COME TO FRIGHTEN 
9TH NIGHT DEVIL COMES - HE GIVES WHAT YOU WANT 

l 6 54 : 12 . ] 
1 0 544 . Go to forks o f  road 
9 successive mo rnings , after 
mi dnight , ab out 2 o ' clock . 
Some thing comes each night 

[ to frighten you ] . Ninth night devi l come s . [ Bad recording . ] [Elizabeth City , 
5. Car . , (438) , 3 9 4 : 5+81 . ] 

1054 5 .  The s ame way a t  the fork o f  thi s road . H e  go there for nine nights 
and offer hi sself up t o  the devi l t o  learn him anything he wants t o  know . And 

FROM 1 2  TO 3 ON 9 NIGHTS MAN SOLD HIMSELF 
to DEVIL AT FORKS OF ROAD TO LEARN TRICKS 

his [man ' s ]  soul will b e  his [ dev
il ' s ] . Well , at the end o f  the nine 
nights , he stays unt i l  three from 
twelve until three , and -why then his 

soul is sold to the devil . He kin do anything , any kind of tricks he want s to 

DAICE AND CUS S GOD 9 SUNDAY MORNINGS AT ROAD FORK 

the devi l .  [Wi lmington , N. Car . , ( 20 7 ) , 114 : 4+8 5 . ] 

do . [ Norfolk , Va . , (486) , 
516 : 10 . ] 
10546 . Dance and cuss God 
for nine Sunday mornings at 
fork of a road s ells you to 

1054 7 .  If  yo ' wanta b e  a gui tar pi cker or somp in lak dat . If  yo ' wanta be 
a guitar picker , yo ' go  to de fo ' ks o f  de road fo ' nine mawnin ' s . An ' when yo ' 
BD dere f o ' nine mawnin ' s  wi t chure gui tar , yo ' b e  s tandin ' in de fo ' k  of de 
road tryin ' tuh b e  pickin ' on i t , an ' dere will be a man come up an '  pick on 
J'Ore box, axe yo ' , say , "How long dat chew wanta do di s? " 
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YOU ARE AT ROAD FORKS 9 MORNINGS P ICKING 
GUITAR - A MAN PAS S ING BY P ICKS ON YOUR BOX 
ASKING : HOW LONG DAT CHEW WANTA DO THIS? 
YOU ANSWER : SECH AN ' SECH A TIME - HE SAY S  
YO ' GOTTA CUSS GOD - YO ' GOIN ' SELL YORE SOUL 

BEFORE SUNRI SE - 9 S UCCES SIVE MORNINGS - AT FORKS 
OF ROAD - REFUSE EVIL IN NAME OF FATHER - SON 

AND HOLY GHOST - OR SELL SELF TO DEVIL FOR PERIOD 

An ' so yo ' tell him ,  "Well , 
ah wanta do dis fa ' sech an ' 
sech a time . "  
An ' he say ,  "Yo ' gotta cus s 
God an ' give solemn warnin ' 
an ' tell Him yo ' gain ' sell 
yore soul to de devil . Den 
yo ' kin p ick de guitar . "  
Dat whut ah heard ab out dat . 
[ Florence , S . Car . , (1311) , 
222 1 : 5 . ] 
1054 8 .  I f  dey wanta sell 
deys el f tuh de devil , in 
latta cas es tuh de fo ' ks of  
de road , dey makes a trip 
down dere nine succes s ful 

[ s uccess ive ] mawnin ' s  an ' de ninth [morning ] de devil ' sposed tuh meet chew dere . 
An ' s o  he an ' de devil come tuh a ' greement on dat , an ' de devil give him a cer
tain length of days an ' yeahs - see , he gi ' s  ' im  [ gives him ]  all dat power . Den 
he turn himself loose tuh him.  Dat ' s  death . 

Now , yo ' go dere [ to the forks o f  the road ] fa ' mo ' den one purpos e .  Ah may 
be lak ah wuz dancin ' .  Ah goes tuh de fo ' ks of de road fa ' nine mawnin ' s ,  tuh 
see if dere any thing dat would be in de way ; see , tuh pacify yo ' .  Yo ' go fa ' 
nine mawnin ' s .  Yo ' go fa ' nuthin [but ] good , yo ' goes in de Name of GOd� de 
Father� God de Son an ' God de Ho ly Ghost . Now , when yo ' goes fa ' de b ad ,  yo ' 
takes de devil , an ' all his temp t in '  ways tuh do de evil things . 

Well , yo ' go dere . Ah ' m  comin ' tuh do good an ' yo ' comin ' tuh do de harm . 
[Informant demons trates a l l  this ! ]  Now , ah ' ll come down In de Name of de Father� 
Son an ' de Ho ly Ghos t ,  down heah , see , tuh do de go od ; an ' yo ' come up heah in 
de way o f  de devil an ' all his imp s  tuh d o  d e  harm . Well , when ah git up heah , 
ah b eat chew an ' we have a f ight right heah . Al l right , i f  ah whup yo ' heah , 
see , ah call yore name heah an ' turn yo ' b ack . 

Now , dos e all sech things yo ' do ' s  at de hour in de mawnin ' j es '  befo ' sun
r is e .  Dat whut chew do at de fo ' ks of de road . [Between informant 's  treatment 
of me and my being on the devi l 's side� author appears to have had a hard time ! ]  
[Wilson , N .  Car . , ( 1515) , 2 6 82 : 1 . ] 

1054 9 .  [ I  heard ] that you kin get up 
road to sell yours el f to the devil . You 

nine ni ghts and walk to the fork of a 
will agree to give up soul and body at 

the end of your life for the pri
vilege of  b e ing ab le to mas ter 
everything while you are here on 
earth . Then , i f  you do that for 
nine nights , or nine mornings , 

9 NIGHT S BEFORE DAWN WALK TO FORKS OF ROAD 
ON 9TH NIGHT SELL BODY AND SOUL AT END 
OF L IFE TO DEVIL - TO MASTER ALL ON EARTH 

early before dawn good - and the devil will meet chah there and give you p er
miss ion what you shal l do in carrying it out . And naturally from then on yo u ' ll 
b e  the mas ter of the world while you are here in i t . [Norfolk , Va . , ( 4 10) , 

9 SUNDAY MORNINGS GO TO CROSSROADS AT 9 O ' CLOCK 
READ VERSE FROM P SALM 36 [ ? ] OR 136 [ ? ] 

9TH SUNDAY YOU MEET STO RM :  RAIN -:-WIND - SNOW 
AFTER THI S YOU CAN DO TRICKS - ANYTHING YOU WANT 

4 80 : 2+85 . ] 
10550 . Go down to a cro s s
road , where a road cro sses , 
nine Sunday mawnin ' s .  It ' s  
a very ha ' d  [hard ] thing tuh 
do . When yo ' thought o f  do in ' 

one thing fa ' nine Sunday mawnin ' s  it ' s  a good long while . An '  meanwhile ah come 
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an ' mayb e someb ody try tuh hol ' him off , but yo ' gotta meet at dis same place at 
de same time of day . J e s ' lak ah say ah ' ll be dere at nine a ' clock , yo ' gotta 
meet dere at nine a ' clock fo ' nine Sunday mawnin ' s  at de cros sroads . An' yo ' 
gotta read a verse out de Bible . 

(Do you know what the verse is? ) 
It ' s  de 36 P s alms , an ' ev ' ryone ends wit de same words - de 1 3 6 th P salms , an ' 

ev ' ry verse ends dis chapter heah wit de s ame thing , de same words . Well , yo ' 
start wit dat an ' yo ' read it fo ' nine Sunday mawnin ' s ,  an ' de ninth [ Sunday ] 
mawnin ' yo ' ll meet what yo ' didn ' t expect . Yo ' ll meet trouble dere , storms , 
high winds or somep in o f  dat sort . Yo ' cain ' t tell exactly whut ' s  it go in ' b e , 
mayb e it will b e  rain , mayb e wind , mayb e snow or somepin lak dat . It be somep in 
diff ' rent , de ninth mawnin ' .  But anyhow yo ' continue wit it an ' when yo ' git 
through wit it , yo ' ll do whut chew wanta do so fur as tricks is concerned an ' 
wit ' out b ein ' religious atall . But chew kin do anything yo ' wants tuh do . 
[Wilson , N .  Car . , (147 6 ) , 2 6 55 : 3 . ] 

1 2 . BAT 

LEATHER-WING 

[Ori ginally this section about the b at - not a b ird as folklore believes - was 
a part of CHANNEL DE WORLD , a catchall later in the present volume . I did not 
realize unt i l  too late , that BAT should have followed FROG AND TOADFROG,  a pre
ceding sect ion of the present volume . Yet , to follow section SELL SELF TO THE 
DEVIL may not b e  inapp ropriate . These following rites show less knowledge and 
interest in b ats than in frogs and toads , because b at was a night animal and fro g 
and toad better known and easier to catch and handle . ]  

10551 . An '  yo ' could take a leather-wing b at an ' kill ' im ,  yo ' know . While 
he ' s  live , take his heart out befo ' he die good . An '  tie it  up in a red p iece 

ARM - UNDER RIGHT - HEART OF LIVE BAT 
CARRIED - TIED IN RED FLANNEL - LUCKY 

.&SHE S  - BAT BURNED TO - ADD HOG LARD 
Ill PERSON ' S PATH - MOVES HIM FROM HOME 

of flannen an ' tie it undah yore right 
arm . An' yo ' ll be lucky in anything yo ' 
wanta do . Yo ' ll be success ful in it . 
[Waycross , Ga . , (1134 ) , 184 1 : 3 . ] 
1055 2 .  Gi t s  a leather-wing b a t  to run 
people ' way from dey house - j es '  lak 
de person nex ' tuh me . Git de leather
wing [never leather-winged ]  bat an ' git 

de ashes o f  him . Burn de whole b ody . Burn him up an ' git his  ashes , an ' take 
am' place dat [ ashes ] down in dere wit some good fresh hog lard . Put it [mix
�e ] down in dere p ath an ' dat wi ll move dem . 

1 DROP OF BAT BLOOD IN EYES 
SEE I N  DARK - 3 DROP S ON HAND 
GO - TAKE - INVISIBLE 

(That will run them . They have to walk over that � 
Yes . [Wilson , N .  Car . , ( 1513) , 3680 : 11 . ] 
1055 3 . One drop of  bat b lood on your eyes , you 
can see in the dark ; three drops o f  blood on 
hand , you can go anywhere , take anything , you 

are invisib le . [Elizab eth City , N .  Car . , 408 : 1 . ] 
10554 . Well , yo ' know a leather-wing b at . Well yo ' kin take hit an '  split 

U. open , an' yo ' kin g it nine drop s of  b lood from him , an ' den git some Heazot 
COlogne an '  mix it  together . An '  yo ' kin tote  dat in yore pocket an '  dat ' s very 
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BLOOD 9 DROPS - FROM BAT SPLIT ALIVE - KEEP IN 
BOTTLE OF HEARTS COLOGNE - USED ON CLOTH - FEED 

good luck . 
(Wel l . how would you carry all 
this s tuff . in a rag or in a 
bottle or in a wallet . what? )  
Wel l .  yo ' take yo ' a bottle 

whut chew buy de Hearts Co logne in an ' yo ' p o ' e s  dat in  it . 
(You put this b lood in the Hearts Co logne b o t t le . ) 
Dat ' s  right . an ' den yo ' see . yo ' watch it an ' yo ' feeds it  on dat all de  

time . yo ' see . an ' it . yo ' know . grows an ' grows . makes yore  luck b e  st ronger 
an ' stronger . [ S t . P etersb urg . Fla • • ( 1 0 28) . 1 6 7 2 : 3 . ] 

KILL BAT - CATCH BLOOD IN SMALL BOTTLE OF WATER 
CARRY IN PURSE - DRY BAT - HANG IN NORTH CORNER 
OF HOUSE - COVER UP - LUCKY WHILE YOU LIVE THERE 

10555 . Take a bat an ' kill 
him an ' ketch de b lood in a 
b o t t le of watah an ' carry it 
in yore p urs e .  An '  let de 
bat dry an ' hang it  up in de 

no ' th corner of yore house . an ' cover it  up . an ' it always bring luck to yo ' as 
long as yo ' l ive there . [Memphis . Tenn • • ( 944) . 15 25 : 8 . ] 

10556 . Now yo ' kin take a bullbat an ' if  yo ' wanta tuh . j es '  lak if some 
people . yo ' know . dey play de bol ito or somepin an ' dey wanta dream a good num

IF YOU PLAY BOLITO - KILL BAT - CATCH BLOOD 
WI TH IT WRI TE WANT A LUCKY NUMBER - LAY PAPER 
UNDERHEAD - YOU WILL DREAM NUMBER THAT NIGHT 

ber . Wel l  dey take dat bullbat 
an ' dey goes out an ' dey kill 
him an ' git some of de b lood . yo ' 
know when it ' s  running from him 
an ' take it an ' j es '  • anything 

yo ' know . an ' [with this blood ] j es '  write j es '  whatever yo ' wanta know . yo ' see . 
onto dat paper . an ' place it under yore head dat night . an ' t  [ and it ] will come 
tuh yo ' in yore dreams . j e s '  whatever yo ' wanta know . 

Yeah . if yo ' wanta git de r ight number . [ S t . Petersburg . Fla • • ( 1 0 28) . 
16 7 3 : 11 . ] 

1055 7 . Well . yo ' ket ch a 
an ' yo ' cut dat heart out o f  

leather-wing b a t  an ' h e  b e  l ive . an ' yo ' kill him 
him while he ' s  live . An ' yo ' carry dat ' round in 

BAT HEART CUT OUT ALIVE - CARRIED FOR GAMBLING 

BULLBAT LIVE HEART - CURE 
SEW INTO CLOTH - HAND 

yore pocket an ' dat b rings 
forth plenty good luck . 
(Luck in gamb l ing . ) [ S t . 

Petersburg . Fla • • ( 1 0 2 7 ) . 
1 6 7 1 : 11 . ] 
10558 . If yo ' wus in bus iness 
or yo ' re go in ' tuh start busi
ness . sompin lak dat . say yo ' 

go to work an '  kill a - yo ' know dese bullbat s fly around . dese l ittle bat s  -
say yo ' kill de bat . chew know . I t  supposed to be a hard thing tuh kill - ' cause 
ah ' ve shot at dem lo t sa t imes mahself . but chew kin kill ' em .  

An '  after yo ' kill ' em an ' dey falls . yo ' ket ch ' em whilst dey a - yo '  nevah 
don ' t hit ' em .  yo ' j est shoot through de wing of ' em yo ' know . An '  den yo ' take 
' em an ' cut ' em open . Ketch ' em whilst dey ' l ive an ' git de heart out of ' em .  
an ' sew i t  up in a p iece o f  cloth yo ' know . But ah think yo ' have to let . yo ' 
know . let it cure a lit tle bit . Den sew it up an ' keep it in yore pocket . Dey 
tell me dat ' s  de best  luck fo ' [ any ] business ever wus . [ S t . P etersburg . Fla • • 

COOKED BULLBAT - EATEN CAN POISON PERSON 
( 1021) . 1651 : 3 . ] 
10559 . Dis heah bullbat . yo ' kin 
take one of dem an ' kill ' em .  an ' i f  

yo ' git a chance t o  git a person to  eat some of it . dey ' ll take sick an ' dey ' ll 
die . if yo ' don ' t git ' em cured . 
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(A b ullbat? ) 
A b ullb at . Yo ' j es t  c ook one yo ' know an ' git s omebody tuh eat it . [Waycro s s , 

Ga . , ( 109 3) , 1 7 6 2 : 9 . ] 
1 0560 . Live things? Why s ure , s ure . You go to  work and get you a b at . 
(A b at that flies around? ) 

Yeah , take a bat , he go t live things in him .  You get you a bat - course it ' s  
b ad person and things . You take that b at and you take it and s t ew him down with 

fresh lard . S tew it down 
STEW BAT IN LARD - DRAWS OUT THINGS CRAWLING INS IDE and greas e  with it . 

grease and why them 
crawling . You feel somep in 
[bat s alve ] brings ' em out . 

You 
things 
ins ide will leave , j us t  like any kind of live things 

of you , you catch that in your nightgown . It 
(That b rings these live things out . )  
Yeah , it ' ll b ring it  out . [ S ince a b at is s uppo s ed to carry b edb ugs , live 

and perhap s other things , its salve should bring out all crawling things , things 
perhaps caused by wit chcraft . ]  [New Orleans , La . , ( 8 31) , 123 7 : 6 . ] 

DOORSTEP - BURY BAT HEART AT - KEEP S LAW AWAY 

DRY KILLED BAT - WRAP - CARRY IN POCKET - LUCKY 

1056 1 .  Bury b at heart a t  your 
doorstep to keep law away . 
[Vicksb urg , Mis s . ,  1002 : 3 . ] 
105 6 2 . Well , dey take dis bat 
an ' kill him , an ' let him dry ; 
j est lak leather anyway , s ee . 

Jest let him dry an ' j es t  
3 dried b at s  s e e  later . ] 

(The whole b at? ) 

[wrap ] him up an ' j es t  tote him in yore pocket . [ For 

De who le b at . 
(What will that do? ) 
Well , dey tell me dat ' s  lucky to  yo ' .  
( In any particular way? ) 
In anything y o '  start , any thing .  [ S t . P etersburg , Fla . , ( 9 9 1) , 1599 : 12 . ] 
10563 . Ah ' m  a turpent ine dist iller b y  trade • • • •  An ' on de corner o f  mah ro sin 

shed in ' 28 [ 19 28 ]  in May , ah don ' t know what t ime b ut it was in de month of May , 

BAT HEART SPLIT - DRAIN BLOOD - DRY - GAMBLING 
coming up de path ah happ en to 
s ight in de crack where dis 
raft er come down ah s aw a 

leather-wing bat , an ' ah took a sharp stick an ' caught him j es t  out o f  mischief 
is  all ah caught him fo ' - cau s e  he ' ll b it e  chew . 

An '  de fellah ah had working de s t ill wit me - ah had work in ' a extra man 
named Tom Willis . Tom asked me to give him to him.  Ah said , " For whut? " He 
said 11 "Man , ah ' m  gonna win de money dis payday . "  

S o  ah give him de b at an ' he killed i t  an ' he took his heart out an ' 
open an ' let de b lood out an ' let it  dry . Wrapped it an ' put it in his 
AD' dat coming Saturday , was payday , Tom won all de money , every bit of 
on de place . 

(Did he split that heart? ) 
Split it open an ' let it  dry . 
(He took the heart only . )  

Put it  out in de sun an ' let it  dry . 

sp l i t  it  
pocket . 
it was 

Jest took de heart out o f  de b at was all he used . Now , ah saw him do that , 
but he did win de money . 

(Thi s was at the turpent ine camp . )  
Right at de turpent ine camp in Mard en County [Martin Co . , Fla . ] davn in close 

in Ind ian Town . [ S t .  Pet ersb urg , Fla . , ( 9 8 9 ) , 159 6 : 7 . ] 
10564 . [The following material , read in transcript ion during the year after 
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its  collect ion , I marked n . g . (no good ) . At that time I st ill had mos t  o f  my 
hoodoo experiences ahead of  me , field work that would change many of my earl ier 
j udgments . To explain what I mean , I am giving thi s rite in two versions ; first 
the original text and then my ann otated text for the reader ' s  benefit . ]  

ORIGINAL VERSION : 

We have one there ; myself there , what I use mysel f for my people , f rom the 
city . 

(One what ? ) 
One • • • •  we would take a bat . 
(A bat . ) 
You see , the bat that flies . 
(Yes . )  
Now , we got two bats . We got a bat they calls , that i s , the chimley ba t .  

Then w e  got what y o u  call a POO t  bat , which g o t  skin-like on him - look l ike a 

3 DRIED BATS - USED BY ROOTMAN TO KEEP CLIENT IN 
NEWLY RENTED HOUSE - KILLS 3 ROOT [ROO ST? ] BATS 
HAVE SKIN WINGS [ = LEATHER-WINGED BATS ] LOO:KLiKE 
MI CE - D RY IN SUN - SEW INTO CLOTHES - TAKE OUT 
WHEN ENTERING HOUSE - CARRY PAIL OF RAIN WATER TO 
CENTER OF FLOOR - P UT 3 D RIED BATS IN - SCRUB ALL 
WAY OUT HOUSE - DO NOT RETURN FOR 9 DAYS - TO KILL 
BAT ODOR - SPRINKLE STARS PERFUME IN HOUSE - THI S 
A QUINCUNX RITE - 5 POINTS : CENTER AND 4 CORNERS 

mice . 
(Yes . )  
That ' s  the bat I ' m talking 
ab out . I ' m speaking ab out 
that bat . You take that 
bat . Then you take three 
of them and you dry them .  
(You dry them . ) 
Yeah . And quite natural , 
i f  you wanta dry ' em ,  it  
would be  bet ter if I ' m dry 

by the sun than to dry by in the heat or anything like that , ' cause if you dry 
it by the sun , that will give ' em a firmer drying . 

(A what dry? ) 
A f i rmer drying . 
(A f irmer . )  
Yeah , firme r drying , you see . But i f  you would go to work and get a drying 

b y  the oven , that would be a fourth of ' um.  Then that wouldn ' t  get a good dry
ing .  All right . Then you take those three bat s  and you go to this place there 
where you wanta ,  that i s , stay .  Then you ' ll go t o  work and sew that into your 
clothes . When you sew it in your clothes , then when the time comes for you to 
come into this place there to  stay , then you mus t  go t o  work and take i t  out when 
you get in there . Takes it  out in the middle of the floor before you puts any 
furn i ture in there . Understand that? Tnen you would go to work and take that 
bat and put it  down in that gallon of water , cis tern water , rain water what I 
mean .  Have s tanding up . Then you take that cis tern water or rain water and let 
it set for awhile there . Then you s crub that place out , clean on out , and let 
i t  s tay f or nine days . See . And you s crub that place out . Quite naturally , 
those bat would b e  den des troyed through the water . Then you scrub your place 
out and it would give a bad scent , but we have a - that is - a perfume that they 
calls The Stars . 

( The what ? The Stars ? The Stars perfume? ) 
Perfume , yeah . The Stars perfume . Then you would take that and throw it  in 

the house , j ust  throw it out . Then that will kill all scent s . 
(I  see . I see . That ' s  i f  you want to  stay in this house? ) 
Yeah , i f  you wanta stay in there . 
( I  see . When you rent it . )  [New Orleans , La . , ( 8 6 1 ) , 1 3 7 2 : 2 . ] 
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ANNOTATED VERSION : 

We have one [ leather-wing o r  bul l- l eather-wing s urely the mis s ing words here ] 
there [where he lives ] ;  myself there [near New Orleans ] ,  what I [ a  root doctor 
o r  root worker ] use mys e l f  for my people  [ clients or patient s ]  from the city . 

(One wha t ? ) [E ither l eather-wing meant nothing to me at the t ime , or his pro-
nunciation confused me , or I was telling him to continue . ]  

One [ thing we could do ] we would take a bat . 
(A bat . ) 

You see , the bat  that flies . 
(Yes . )  = [ Continue . ]  
Now , we got two b a t s . We got a b at they calls , that i s , the chimley [ chimney ] 

b at . Then we got what you call a root bat , which got skin-like on him - look 
like a mice . [ The chimney bat is the chimney swi f t , no t a chimney swallow . The 
root bat with skin- like on him, look like a mice is the leather-winged bat . This 
is the only place I have a root bat . First let us rememb er that in folklore a 
bat is always a b ird ,  not a mammal . Why a root bat ? Let me make 3 gue sses : ( 1 )  
My informant did not say root b ut roost .  ( 2 )  Root ,  b ecaus e the b at i s  used by 
rootman for working roots . ( 3) There are stories even here in HOODOO , ab out 
s tealing an egg from the nes t s  of certain b irds , this the f t  causing the b ird to 
f ind a lucky stone to t e s t  her eggs . A bat  of course lays b i rd eggs and has a 
nes t  only in folklore . ]  

(Yes . )  = [ Continue . ] 
That ' s  the b at I ' m talking ab out . I ' m talking ab out that bat . You take that 

bat . Then you take three of them [ 3  bats ] and you dry them . [ For drying bats  
aZso see Nos . , , e tc . ] 

(You dry them . ) 
Yeah . An '  quite natural , if yo ' wanta dry ' em,  it  would b e  b etter i f  I ' m 

[to ] dry by the s un  than to dry by [ stove o r  outdoor fire ] in the heat or any
thing like that , ' cause if you dry it by the sun , that will give ' em a firmer 
drying . 

(A what dry ? ) 
A firmer drying . 
(A f irmer . )  
Yeah , f irmer drying , you see . But i f  you would go to work and get a drying 

by the oven , that would b e  a fourth o f  ' um [ they would get only 1 / 4  o f  the sun 
drying ] . Then that would n ' t get a good drying . All right . Then you take thos e  
three bats and you g o  to this place there where you wanta , that i s  s t ay .  [ A  
person prep aring to move into anew , another hous e , should d o  a l l  thi s , b ut it 
wuald be b et ter to let a root doctor handle the s ituation . ] Then you' ll go to 
work and sew that [3 dried b at s ]  into your clothes . When you sew it  in your 
clothes , then when the time comes for you to come into this place there to stay ,  
� you mus t go t o  work and take i t  out [ o f  your c lothes ] when you get in there . 
lakes it out in the middle o f  the floor b efore you puts any furniture in there . 
[were is a quincunx rit e ,  middle or cent er o f  the floor b eing the fifth point 
aithin four corners - many examples of them given in HOODOO - see 
eEc. ] Understand tha t ?  Then you would go t o  work and take that bat  [ 3  dried 
�s] and p ut it down in that gallon o f  water , cis tern wat er - rain water vbat 
I .e.an .  

[Before continuing , the pre ceding two words must b e  explained : cistern water 
is rain water. A cistern i s  a hole dug into the soil near a house to catch vater 
� the roof gut ters , a s ort o f  large rain b arrel sunk into the grOUDd. This 
cylindrical hole is dug 8 or 10 or 12 feet deep , 4 feet wide , dtm.ensions vary-
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ing . The s ide walls and circular bottom are covered wi th a layer of  bricks , 
which are p las tered over to keep this sort of underground j ug from leaking . Over 
this excavation at ground level is a wood p latform with chain pump turned by han� 
Rain water o f  cours e ,  clean water falling from the sky [ f ormerly clean ! ] ,  is a 
magic water . After hous e cisterns in cities were ab andoned for city water p ipes , 
turning on the water gave running water ! There are examples of the latter in 
HOODOO. ] 

Understand that? Then you would go to work and take that bat [ 3  b ats ] and put 
it down in that gallon of water [ p revious ly mentioned ] ,  cistern water , rain water 
what I mean . Have [pail of water ] s tanding up . Then you take that cis tern water 
or rain water and let it set for awhile there . [This dried-bat �ater now b ecomes 
one of  hundreds o f  sarubs in New Orleans . ]  Then you s crub that p lace out , clean 
on out [ through the door and s idewalk if there i s  any ] . And let it [ hous e ]  s tay 
for nine days , see . And you s crub that p lace out . Quite naturally , thos e bat 
[ 3  bats ] would be den des troyed [br oken up ] through the water . When you s crub 
your p lace , your [ p lace ] out , and it would give a b ad scent ; but we have a - that 
is - a p er fume that they calls the , The Stars [ the label has a numb er of small 
s tars , prob ably red , perhap s b lue , on i t ] . 

(The what? The Stars ? The Stars per fume? ) 
P erfume , yeah . The Stars perfume . Then you would take that [ p erfume ] and 

throw i t  in the hous e ,  j us t  throw i t  out . Then that will kill all scents . 
(I s ee .  I see . That ' s  if you want to s tay in this house? ) 
Yeah , i f  you wanta s tay in there . 
( ! see . [You do this . ] When you rent i t . ) [ New Orleans , La . , ( 8 6 1 ) , 1 3 7 2 : 2. ]  
10565 . They [doators ] generally us e that ho t , but they - the b igges t maj ority 

o f  p eop le [ I  heard ] from the "doator " that I worked for - they never did knew how 

GARLI C - 3 PODS - LIVE BAT HEART PERFUME ANOINTED 
SEW A S  PACKAGE - FEED PERFUME - I N  PO CKET - LUCKY 

to us e i t . See . Now , tho s e  
things what I ' m  out Zing [ = out
ing = revealing to author ] to 
you there , if the individual 

don ' t know how to us e it , i t  the s ame as you trying to sweeten the Mis s is s ipp i 
River with a nickel ' s  worth o f  s ugar . I t ' s  too much water . You have to put the 
s ame amount of d i f ferent things , you unders tand , to make it have any ac tion .  See , 
i f  not , i t ' s  got no power . Now , the b at heart , p lenty o f  people would take the 
bat and kill the b at , then take his heart out . The heart was dead , i t ' s  no good . 
Have to ketch the bat and cut the heart out whils t the bat is alive . S ee .  

(Then what do you do? ) 
You take that and you - after you cut the bat heart out , you get any kind o f  

a good high-p riced perfume , ano int that p erfume with that [ anoint bat heart with 
that per fume ] , take three pods of garlic , s ewing that up together , and p ut i t  in 
your pocket and you ' re a lucky man . [ The typed words " lucky man" and re ferenc e 
were originally on s eparate s heet , I put them in ink at bottom of  typ ed p age to 
s ave space . D i d  this a number of times . H . M. H . , Augus t 9 ,  1 9 7 6 . ] [ New Orleans , 

FEATHER OR BLOOD OF BAT LUCKY 
La . , ( 8 7 9 ) , 1449 : 3 . ] 
10566 . Yo ' kin us e a bat an ' 
s tan '  or either git a feather 

i t ' s  luck ; either git a feather off  of  a bat an '  it ' s  lucky . 
an ' it stay in de hous e a certain length of  time , it ' s  a s ign 
in de hous e .  [Memphis , Tenn . , (1518 ) , 2 6 9 8 : 2 . ] 

git his b lood under
o f f  of a bat an ' 
I f  yo ' git a b at 
o f  death , i f  he fly 

10567 . Yo ' gits a leather- [wing ] b at an ' yo ' gits his heart an ' yo ' s ew it 
up into a red flannel . An '  gits a small p iece of rock s ulphur an ' p ut it [ in 
the flannel ]  together . Feed that , gi ' [ give ] to ' em. Tell ' em [ I  am to tell 
my p at ient or clien t ]  while he los in ' , totes it in his left pocket so  he kin 
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FLANNEL - RED - SEW BAT HEART INTO - THEN ADD 
ROCK SULPHUR TO FEED HEART - AT FIRST KEEP IN 
LEFT POCKET TO LOSE - THEN RIGHT POCKET TO WIN 

CUT BAT OPEN ALIVE - TAKE OUT BLEEDING HEART 
SEW INTO RED FLANNEL - WEAR - GAMBLING SUCCE S S  

los e . Well , when he l o s e  as  
mu ch as he wanta , change it ovah 
in his right pocket an '  gamble 
right on an ' he ' ll win . [ B runs
wick , Ga . , ( 1 2 2 4 ) , 2 081 : 3 . ] 
10 56 8 .  Yo·' could take a leather
wing b at an ' gut him alive , an '  
take his heart an ' s ew it up in 
a p iece o f  red flannen , an ' it 

will make yo ' succ ess ful in games of all kinds . J es ' while he ' live , cut him 
open ' l ive an '  take his heart while i t ' s  bleedin ' , an ' t i e  it up in a p iece of 
put i t  in a p iece o f  red flannel an ' it  will make yo ' success ful in games . 

GUTS O F  LIVE BAT - LODESTONE - THIRD? - GAMBLING 
[Brunswi ck , ( 1 1 7 5 ) , 1 9 88 : 6 . ] 
10569 . Ket ch a bat an ' take 
his gut s out o f  ' im an ' pack 

' im  with lodestone an ' somp in els e  -
�be moment ] .  Anyhow ah know dey s ay 
(1524) , 2 7 2 3 : 2 . ] 

ah dunno [ =  don ' t know ] now [ I  forget for 
use a bat fo ' gamblin ' . [ Memphis , Tenn . , 

105 7 0 .  Dey tuk a leather-wing bat , tuk his head and put it into a little 
saaething and put it under mah p illah . And ah laid - mah wi fe i t  was did dat 

BEAD OF BAT WIFE PUT UNDER HUSBAND ' S  P ILLOW 
lO MAKE HIM FLY AWAY FROM HOME AND CHILDREN 

in T allahassee . When ah laid on 
dat p illah it wasn ' t  long fo ' ah 
got worried - b een living well in 
mah home and me an ' her h e ' d  to

aether s event een years . And dey parted us . Dat was done into dat p illah , and 
after a while ah got along ; you know , left mah home - j es t  raised up [ and le ft 
after ] living together all dat time . Got up and left , left everything , and five 
children . Got two girls right chere in town to prove i t . Yes , sir . J e s t  one 
wu.an [ all b ecause o f  her ] . 

(Well , who did that? ) 
Who did dat? It  was a man , [ living ] wi t mah wife now .  He ' s  wit mah wi fe 

.ow. Yes s ir , he did dat - [man ] by de name o f  Berkin . He ' s  de one did it . 
Yes , sir , he did dat . [ At a later dat I prob ably would have asked in formant : 
�2 you find the bat heat under your pi Uow?  Or after you had Zeft home did 
� ask a fortunete Z Zer what had made you leave ? ]  [J acksonville , Fla . , ( 605) , 
1'14 : 1 .  1 

10571 . Use his heart . Take him an ' kill 
� quiver ing j es t  lak dat [ illustrates ] .  Ah 

him an ' take his heart . His heart 
don ' t know when it dies but it b e ' s 

quiver ing aftah yo ' clean it . 
An '  then yo ' s ew that heart up . 
That ' s  fo ' gambling , that ' s  fo ' 

B.L=!:S PERFUME TO DRESS SEWED UP LIVE BAT HEART 

laCk, that ' s  fo ' j es t  any thing that yo ' wish to do , yo ' s ee .  But chew gott a  have 
.-.ething to keep it dressed after a cert ain t ime . 

rYbat would you dress i t  with? ) 
�earts [hes itates ] .  
{You mean Hearts perfume . 

... ase that [Hearts ] on it . )  
And you take this heart o f  the bat while he ' s  alive 

that ' s  right . [ S t . Pet ersburg , Fla . , ( 9 7 7 ) , 1 5 86 : 3 . ] 
10572 . Ket ch yo ' a live bullbat an ' take an ' s ew him right up in a rag - a 

�her one [bat ] . Dere ' s  a leather bullbat an ' den dere ' s  a bullbat a - dey all 

111 1 .. T BAS A LODESTONE - OPEN ALIVE GAMBLING 
b e ' s  up in de chimley , an' -.ake 
connect ion lak dat . .Jes ' ketch 
one of dem .  S ays dat he ' s  got 
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a lodes t one , say s  yo ' take an ' cut him right open alive an ' take dat lodes tone , 
an ' dey say s  yo ' kin git  ' em [ o ther gamb ler s ] out wit dat . [ This lodestone in 
a b at prob ably came from someone who found a dead b at that had a piece o f  lo de
s t one in it ; someone ' s  lost hand. ] [Wilson , N .  Car . , (1455) , 2646 : 16 . ] 

105 7 3 . Yo ' kin take a bat 
LODESTONE BAGGED WITH BAT BAKED IN OVEN - GAMBLING an ' yo ' kin put him in a 

s tove , yo ' know , an ' b ake 
An ' put it in a little b ag an ' put a 
me - s ay ,  dat will give yo ' good luck . 

him unt i l  he git kinda crus ty l ike dat . 
p iece o f  lodestone in dere , an ' dey tell 

(Good luck for what ? ) 
Gamb l in '  an ' shootin ' dice . [Brunswick , Ga . , ( 1 17 7 ) , 1 9 9 0 : 12 . ] 
1 0 5 7 4 . Den , if  yo ' want luck wit winnin ' ,  say yo ' kill a b at an ' t ake de 

heart out of de bat , aftah yo ' kill it . Den aftah yo ' taken dat hear t out , t ake 

S EW INTO RED FLANNEL A BAT HEART AND LODESTONE 
DAMPEN OR FEED WITH JOCKEY CLUB PERFUME - THI S  I S  
A LUCKY PIECE O R  TOBY - RUB IT  B EFORE GAMBLING 
TO KILL ANOTHER GAMBLER' S LUCKY HAND OR TOBY 
SEW SALT AND RED PEPPER IN RED FLANNEL - KEEP IN 
RIGHT PO CKET - IF OTHER MAN LUCKY - HIT YOUR HAND 
AND RUB YOUR DICE WITH THI S  SALT-AND-PEPPER BAG 

dat heart an ' make a toby , 
see , an ' sew it . Yo ' take 
dat heart an ' git chew some 
good flannen , an ' aftah yo ' 
git  some good flannen , den 
g i t  some good perfume called 
Jo ckey Club - lucky perfume -
an ' a piece o f  lodes tone . 
An ' den yo ' take an ' dampen 

dat lodestone an ' sew it togethah - sew it up . Sew it up in dat red fl annen . 
An ' den aftah yo ' sew i t  up in dat red flannen , dat ' s  a lucky piece [ a  toby ] . 
Dat will b r ing yo ' luck . Dat ' s  whut chew call luck . An ' all yo ' go t t a  do i s  
j es '  grease yore han ' , j e s '  when yo ' wanta g o  tuh gamble o r  sompin lak dat . Oil 
yore han ' s  ' fore yo ' go , den yo ' ll have luck . 

Now , if a man i s  got a lucky han ' ,  dey come tuh yo ' [ root doctor ] an ' say , 
"So-an ' -s o  got a lucky han ' an ' ah want a know how tuh stop him. " All right . 
Yo ' turn right aroun ' den an ' git chew some salt an ' red peppah an ' sew it up 
in de same thing , an ' give i t  t o  ' em [him] an ' let ' im wear it  in his r igh t po ck
et . An '  when he goes tuh gamb le an ' find de fellah dat ' s  got dis luck , take his 
[ own ]  b ag an ' hit his han ' dat-a-way an ' rub d e  dice . Dat will ki ll  dat . 

(Any kind o f  fl annel ? )  
Yessuh .  Je s '  s ince it ' s  de red flannen . Dat ' ll ki l l  dat . 
(Ki l l the o ther fellow ' s luck . ) 
Yessuh .  Dat will ki ll , too . [Memphis ,  Tenn . , ( 15 3 0 ) , 2 7 3 8 : 1+2 . ] 
105 7 5 . In a gamb l ing out f i t  i s  de foot I spoke o f  j us t  now , de mole ' s  foot  

and a b at ' s  hear t . Dey are ab out two o f  de hardest  things t o  get  dere is  in de 

MOLE ' S  FOOT [SHOVEL ] - BAT ' S  HEART - 2 LUCKIEST 
CHARMS FOR GAMBLERS - IF LOST - RETURN TO OWNER 

country . But dey take a bat , 
kill him and open him while 
he ' s  s t ill warm , and take hi s 
heart out . And dat shove l I 

was speaking ab out j us t  now [ in 4 78 : 8  t o  move ] , well mo s t  gamb lers will carry 
dem as a charm. Dey claim dat de money dat comes in contact wi th de b ag dat dey 
carry dese things in , even if dey lose , it ' ll [ the b ag carrying the charm] come 
b ack t o  ' em.  Dey got  dat belief in i t . A b at ' s  hear t and a mole ' s  foot makes 
de great e s t  gambler ' s  charm dey is . [ There are several places in HOODOO where 
we have the b elief  ab out lost charms , hands , jomos , �' coming b ack to the 
owner . I t  i s  o f  no  use t o  finder . A hand o r  helper is  made for a part icul ar 
pe rs on , o r  was in the days when doctors made them. ] [Norfolk , Va . , ( 4 7 0 ) , 4 7 9 : 5 . ]  

1 05 7 6 . We have what you call , as I ' fore told you [ told you b efore ] , i s  a 
s ilver dime - one s ilver dime and a bat . You ' ll find them goes round in the 
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s table and all there . And you take that 
heart in him .  Mostly every thing that b e  

bat and take the heart out . He have a 
found walking - every creater - if i t ' s 

�NEY - LAY S ILVER DIME ON LIVE BAT HEART - ADD 
LODESTONE - TIE UP - "FEED" IT STARS PERFUME 

a creature , i t ' s  got a heart . 
And you take that heart out o f  
there and take that hear t there 
and you put it  on top of this 

dime . Then you take this lodes tone and tie it  up in there , and after you tie it 
up , you find what you call this Star [ or Stars ] per fume [ has s tars on label ] 
that ' s  what you go tta  feed i t  with . Then you [ can ] walk into any place , s t ep in 
in any b us ines s you got , everything ' s  going b e  [O . K . ] .  But at the s ame t ime , 
thos e  p eople that you have deal t with , i f  you gamble with them [you have to b e  
careful ] .  

(That ' s  for luck in gamb ling? This is for luck in gamb l ing? ) 
Yassuh . 
( I  s ee . )  
That ' s  my way . [New Orleans , La . , ( 861) , 137 4 : 1 . ] 
105 7 7 . ( I  don ' t unders t and what you mean . Tell me the whole thing . ) 
You take your underclothes . You ketch that bat and tame him , you know , and 

put that - your underclothes - in his mouth and let him go . And wherevah he go 

�UTH OF LIVE BAT - PUSH DOWN INTO - PIECE FROM 
SEAT OF VICT IM ' S UNDERCLOTHES - SENDS HIM AWAY 

and travel , you gotta travel 
right on b ehind . 
(What do you - you put some 
underclothes in his mouth , you 
s ay? ) 
Yeah , you take and cut the s eat 

of someb ody ' s  underclo thes out and let him swallow ; i f  he can ' t swallow it , take 
a stick and push it down . And j us t  let h im go on . 

!DREY - BAT HEART IN POCKETBOOK WITH - TO WIN 
(I s ee . ) [New Orleans , La . , 
( 8 8 4 ) , 1458 : 1 . ] 
105 7 8 . Catch live bat , cut out 

heart , put in po cketb ook with money , and you will win . [Memphis , Tenn . , ( 9 7 1) , 
157 2 : 3 . ] 

105 7 9 . Yo ' 
• uve , an '  put 

kin take a leather-wing b ullbat an ' cut his heart out whils t he 
it on a s traight p in [ ordinary p in , not safety p in ] . Run a 

PEl RUN THROUGH LIVE BAT HEART - KEEP IN BOTTLE 
OF iiZARTS COWGNE - RUB HANDS ON BE FORE BETTING 

straight p in through it an ' 
put it  in a bot tle o f  Hearts 
Co Logne an ' rub yore han ' • Rub 
i t  on yore han ' every t ime yo ' 

� to a skin game an ' yo ' ll win . [Way cros s ,  Ga . , (1141) , 185 7 : 3 . ] 
105 80 .  Takin ' de bat yo ' understan '  an ' capturin ' him wit ' out killin ' him ,  

.ee . An '  cuttin'  h im open an ' takin ' his heart out . Takin ' his heart an ' s ewin' 

.:D BAG - SMALL - SEW IN BAT HEART - ADD PERFUME 
CJIRAMON POWDER - CONTROLLING POWDER - 3 THINGS 
WEAR IN POCKET - YOU WILL BE LUCKY IN GAMBLING 

it in a lit tle red b ag .  An ' 
put some per fume in dere wit 
de bat heart . Put some of dat 
c innamon powder in dere an ' 
put de aontro l lin ' powder in 

tlae. An '  make a li ttle bag 
� yo ' understan ' , yo ' ll b e  
(lS60) , 2857 : 4 . ] 

an'  wear it in yore pocket . An '  every game yo ' go 
[ s omething ] lucky fo ' gamb l in ' . [New Orl eans , La . , 

10581 . Well , you could go to  the river and get twelve grain of  sand - twelve 
� of sand . You go to the river and you get twelve grain of sand and you get 
a � - You know what they call a b at . That ' s  some l i t tle b ird ab out . [ In folk
� and hoodoo a b at is always a b ird . ] 
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( I t  flies around in the ai r? ) 
SAND - 12 GRAINS FROM RIVER - PUT IN BAT HEART Fly around in the air . 
SEW UP IN CLOTH - CARRY IN POCKET - GAMBLING (All right . )  

And after you git that bat 
heart - you git the heart out de bat . And then you take that twelve grain o f  
sand and put it right i n  that bat heart , and you sew i t  up and slip i t  in your 
pocket . And you ' ll win all . You ' ll have the best succes s  that i s  in gambling . 
[New Orleans , La . , ( 848b ) , 1 312 : 2 . ] 

10582 . Now another lucky hand , yo ' git chew a small little - one o f  dese 
little bats dat fly around . Well , yo ' git chew one of do se an ' git his heart 

' fore he die . Take his heart 
SEA ISLAND CLOTH - NEW - SEW LIVE BAT IN 
BRINGING EVERY STITCH TO YOU - ANO INT PACKAGE 
WITH HEARTS PERFU� EVERY MORNING BEFORE SUNRISE 
SAYS LORD ' S PRAYER - HAND FOR GAMBLING - ANYTH ING 

out befo ' he die , an ' s ew dat 
up in a p iece of Sea I sland 
clo th - new cloth don ' t chew 
know . An ' every time yo ' 
make a sti tch , why in sewing 

i t , bring it to yo ' , don ' t chew know - j es '  bring it dat way [ demons trates ] . An ' 
den yo ' git some of dis perfume , HeaPtB PePfume , an ' ' noint dat package wit dat 
every morn in ' befo ' sunrise , an ' rep eat de Lord ' s Prayer . An ' dat ' s luck too , 
dat ' s another lucky hand. 

(For what? )  
For any thing , any affairs . 
( Gambling? ) 

Anything . [Waycros s , Ga . , (1167 ) , 1 9 64 : 2 . ] 
1058 3 .  Kills de bat • • • git his heart an ' put in a little shammy skin an ' let 

it dry • • • foh gamb lin ' . [Li ttle Rock , ( 90 2 ) , 1474 : 1 3 . ] 
10584 . Ah hear a real gambler say i f  yo ' wants  be real lucky in gamblin ' ,  

kill yo ' one o f  dese leather-wing bats an ' cut de heart out of  ' em ,  an ' lay i t  

S ILK - NEW RED - SEW INTO - LIVE BAT HEART CURED 
KEEP THIS IN POCKET WHEN GAMBLING - YOU WILL WIN 

up until it git good an ' 
s easoned . An ' go an ' buy yo ' 
a p iece o f  pure red s i lk 
cloth an ' s ew it up in dat , 

an '  keep i t  in yore pocket an ' go to yore game . Nobody can ' t hardly ketch yo ' . 
Fact [ in fac t ]  ah have seen dat tried . [Waycross , Ga . , ( 115 9 ) ,  1 9 34 : 2 . ] 

105 85 . Jes ' lak i f  yo ' wanta gamble an ' yo ' don ' wanta lo se , yo ' won ' t lose . 
Ketch a bat an ' cut his heart out whilst  he ' s  - cut his heart out . Ketch de bat 

BAT HEART IN S ILK - TIE ROUND ARM - GAMBLING 
an ' git his heart whilst it ho t , 
an ' put i t  in a piece of  s ilk 
cloth , an ' s ew it up wit d i s  silk 

cloth an ' tie  i t  
cards yo ' play . 

1058 6 .  Gi t  a 
heart . An '  take 

roun ' yore arm . An '  as long as - yo ' can ' t lo se in no game o f  
[ Sumter , S .  Car . , ( 1 351) , 2 395 : 9 . ] 
leather-wing bat . Don ' t shoot him , git ' im alive an ' git his 
his heart an ' dry i t  in de sun an ' put i t  in a s ilk string -

DRY LIVE BAT HEART - IN S ILK RIBBON FINGER-WIDE 
TIE UP - THEN ABOUT RI GHT ARM - WIN IN ANY GAME 

j es t  a s ilk clo th wide as yore 
finger , an ' t ie it in i t  an ' 
tie it round yore right arm . 
An ' yo ' ll win in any game yo ' 

go in.  Yo ' re success ful in it , yes s i r , morely so  on the average than any other 
way . [ S t .  Petersburg , Fla . , ( 1047 ) , 17 0 2 : 9 . ] 

10587 . Yo ' kill a bat . Yo ' shoot a bat . Git him 
BAT HEART IN RED SILK BAG whi l s t  he ' s  ho t an ' cut dat heart out . Put dat heart 
ON LEFT ARM - GAMBLING into a red s ilk bag an ' sew it up an ' wear it round 

yore left arm an ' yo ' will win in all yore games . 
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[Waycro s s , Ga . , ( 111 6 ) , 1 7 9 3 : 1 . ] 
10588 . Ah heard o f  ano thah thing in gamb l in '  but it ' s  a hard thing tuh git . 

But ah b elieve dis cus ' de man dat tole me , cos ' he ' s  daid now , but he used tuh 

WRAP BAT HEART IN S I LK HANDKERCHIE F  
T I E  ABOUT LEFT ARM FOR LUCK IN POKER 

be a great gamb ler , He tried tuh gi t me 
one dem once , Yo ' ke tch a leather-wing 
bat . Dey say i f  yo ' kin ketch a leather
wing bat an ' kill him ,  an ' take his heart 

an ' wrap it in a s ilk han ' kerchief , an ' wrap it round heah [demons trates ] ,  yo ' 
can ' t b e  caught in no p oker game yo ' p lay in . 

(Wrap i t  in a s ilk handkerchief you say ,  and tie it around your arm, ) 
Tie it round yore arm an ' wear i t  j es '  whils t yo ' playing . Dis fellah gambled 

wi t ' em.  Ah didn ' t gamb le wit ' im , an ' he gamb led wit white p eople , wit colored 
people , an ' ah ' ve known him tuh have as much as two an ' three thousand dollahs 
at one time , [I turned o f f  machine too soon . Inf ormant mentioned name o f  hotel 
where this gamb ler had worked . ]  

(He was working at the • • • •  Ho tel? ) 
Yessuh , [Fayetteville , N .  Car . , (141 6 ) , 2 5 5 0 : 5 . ] 
10589 . Dey tell me yo ' kin take de heart o f  a leather-wing bat an ' yo ' kin 

tie it up in a pi ece of s ilk cloth , an ' t i e  a little s ilk s tring to i t , where 

TIE BAT HEART INTO S ILK CLOTH - TIE SILK STRING 
TO IT - TIE ROUND LEFT WRIST - A GAMBLING HAND 

gamb lin ' hand. [Waycro s s , Ga . , ( 11 6 6 ) , 19 59 : 1 . ] 

yo ' kin tie it on yo ' .  Tie 
dat round de left wris t ,  Dey 
say dat ' s  wonderful to bring 
a gamb lin ' hand , a regular 

1059 0 .  Well , you j us t  take your bat , catch you a live bat , cut him open and 
take his heart . You ge ts you one yard o f  ribb on , red ribbon . Yes , s ir .  And 

TIE UP LIVE BAT HEART IN 1 YARD OF RED RIBBON 
CROS S 2 NEEDLES IN PACKAGE - TIE ON HAND YOU 
DEAL WITH - RI GHT OR LE FT - GAMBLING SUCCESS 

anything you deal wi th , you take 
that ribbon and that heart and 
you t ie it together , Take two 
brand-new needles and s tick ' em 
an ' make a cro s s  in there like 

when you go ing out , and that ' ll make you succes s ful . Gambling succes s . That ' s  
called a gamb ling hand. You pin on the hand you use , on the hand you are using : 
if you deal with the left hand , on the left ; and i f  you deal with the right , you 
use the right hand . [ New Orl eans , La . , ( 81 5 ) , 11 5 3 : 1 . ] 

1059 1 .  A leather-wing bat , now , unders tan ' . Now , if yo ' wanta s ell a fellah 
a hot hand fo ' gamb lin ' ,  go an ' ketch yo ' a leather-wing bat . Git him alive . 

EOT RAND FOR GAMBLING - SPLIT OPEN BACK OF LIVE BAT 
� OUT HEART - DON ' T WASH BLOOD OFF - SEW IT UP 
El PIECE OF RED AND BLUE RIBBON - TIE IT ABOVE 
liGHT ELBOW - WEAR IT - SLEEP WITH IT ON - WIN ANY 
� - PEOPLE CAN NEVER SHOOT YOU - DODGE BULLETS 

S ometime dey go in people ' s  
house an ' dey knock ' em 
down wit brooms , in de 
s ummertime , dey fly in 
[ there being no s creens ] . 

Kno ck ' em d own wit a ole 
broom ,  or yo ' kin go in 

ole s tump s or ole logs where dey roost  at an ' yo ' 
Yo ' can ' t f ind ' em in daytime , 

kin gi t ' em out dat-a�y . 

Yo ' take de leather-wing bat an ' yo ' set right down an ' take yore knife . a 
ole kni fe or somep in lak dat an ' split him right open in de back . J es '  sp1i� 
i� right open while he ' s  live , split him right open in de back j es '  lak da� . 
aa '  reach up dere in his left s ide an ' git his lit tle heart out . I� ' s  a li�tle 
� .  de b igge s t  one dey is ab out lak dat [demons trates ] .  Git hi& li���e � 
oaca dere ' b out lak dat . An' he ain ' t even daid . While he ' live &i� da� heart 
oa£ of dere . J es ' take yore f inger an ' pull dat heart out . 
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Take dat heart an ' go on back wit i t , don ' wash de b lood off , not nuthin . An ' 
git chew a red , an ' ah mean red , too ; a red an ' b lue piece of ribb on . Jes ' as 
red [ informant point s ] as dat ring round dat b ig coffee cup . [ In Fayetteville , 
N .  Car . , I worked in a kit chen-d ining room and I s t ill rememb er it vaguely . ]  Let 
it be j es '  ' b out dat wide , an ' take it an ' set  i t  right down an ' lay dat heart in 
dere , an ' sew dat heart up in dat ribb on . Have it long enough an ' sew it up in 
dere good an ' t ight . Take dat bat heart an ' yo ' wear it on yo ' right han ' [ see 
later ] . Take dat bat heart in dat piece of ribb on , s ew it , make it kind of a 
belt-lak an ' carry it up dere round yore wris t yo ' unders tand , ab ove de elbow ,  
up heah , unders tand . F i t  i t  up dere , s ew dat o n  dere tight so  i t  f i t  lak a belt , 
won ' t s lip off , an ' wear i t  on dere . S leep wit i t  on dere . As long as dat bat  
heart s t ays in  dere lak dat , yo ' kin do  any kinda b e t t in '  dat yo ' want done . Yo ' 
kin win money an ' gamb le wit it , unders t and , an ' yo ' kin go out an ' s teal it . 
Go out an ' do any thing lak dat , an ' people could shoo t at chew , an ' nine t imes 
to one , dey nevah hit chew .  Wit dat bat heart yo ' kin dodge bullet s  yo ' kin 
dodge a shot . [ Fayetteville , N .  Car . , ( 14 3 3) ,  259 8 : 3 . ] 

WITH RED S ILK THREAD TIE BAT HEART INTO RED FLANNEL 
FEED WITH HEARTS COLOGNE BEFORE GAMBLING 

1059 2 .  Yo ' go an ' yo ' 
ket ch yo ' a leather-wing 
bat an ' yo ' cut him open 

take his heart out . Yo ' take red silk thread 
up wi t dat . An ' yo ' use HeaPt Co logne on i t  
right . [ Brunswick , Ga . , ( 1206) , 2038 : 5 . ] 

while he ' s  alive an ' yo ' 
an ' red flannel , yo ' know , t ie it 

an ' yo ' always b e  lucky . Dat ' s  

1059 3 . When yo ' firs t ket ch him , yo ' cut him open an ' git his heart an ' have 
yo ' a sharp - sompin lak a ice pick an ' place dat s traight through de center o f  

PUNCH HOLE THROUGH BAT HEART WITH ICEP ICK - RUN 
RED RIBBON OR STRING THROUGH - TIE - PUT IN RED 
FLANNEL - PRAY OVER - USE LODESTONE IN - GAMBLE 

his heart . Take yo ' a red 
piece of ribbon or s tring an ' 
run i t  through dat - t ie dat 
an ' den yo ' put it in a red 
piece of flannen an ' s ay yore 

prayers ovah dat - aftah yo ' s ay yore prayers ovah dat , yo ' use de  lodes tone 
with it . Dat ' s  fa ' gamb lin ' . [ Memphis , Tenn . , ( 9 31) , 1512 : 14 . ] 

1059 4 .  (How do you do that ? )  
Take a brand-new piece of s i lk .  Ket ch that bat , cut him open while he alive . 

Take the heart out of him and take that brand-new piece of silk [ ribbon ] and cut 

LIVE BAT HEART - WASH - WRAP IN NEW SILK RIBBON 
SEW UP - PINK THREAD - EITHER TIE IT ROUND NECK 
9 KNOTS IN CORD - PACKAGE HANGING BELOW HEART 
OR TIE PACKAGE TO WRIST OR ARM - RIGHT ONE OR 
HAND YOU SHOOT WITH - GOOD FOR 7 LICKS WITH DI CE 

it [ the size  you need ] , wash 
that bat ' s heart o f f  and put 
it in there . And take it and 
wrap it up , and s ew i t  up with 
p ink thread - p ink thread . 
And take it , if  you don ' t want 
to make nine kno ts in i t , and 

wear it around - let i t  drop right down , right down here [ demons trates ] b elow 
your heart . 

(Wear it around your neck so  i t  will hang down near your heart ? )  
Yeah , yeah . And if you doesn ' t  want t o  do that , why you take i t  and tie  it 

[usually to the wrist or on the arm] and shoot dice wi th this hand [ demonstrates] . 
(With your right hand . ) 
Yeah , with your right hand . You take it and tie it around [ r ight wri s t  or a 

arm] , and you always good for seven Ziaks . 
( S even Ziaks . ) [ Seven successive throws or attemp t s . ] 
Seven Ziaks . After you ' ve had them s even Ziaks , why , you pas s the dice . When 

they get b ack to you , you can taken ' em up , you good for [ ano ther ] seven Ziaks . 
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[New Orleans , La . , ( 819) , 117 1 : 5 . ] 
1059 5 .  You take the bat ' s  heart , you unders tand . That ' s  sup posed to b e  luck . 

that Jockey Club perfume wit 
Blue Di 'mond , gi t from the 
pharmacy ; i t ' s  a lickrish 
[ liquid ] .  Saturate  it , you 
see . Sew it up in a piece 

Take the heart from the bat before he is dead . Over 

STEEL DUST - LIVE BAT HEART - SEW INTO RED FLANNEL 
FEED WITH JOCKEY CLUB PERFUME AND BLUE DIAMOND 

o f  red flannel , you see , wi th s ome stee l dus t.  Well , i f  you are a gamb ling man , 
that will make you lucky . [New Orleans , La . , (816) , 115 7 : 1 . ] 

1059 6 .  Dem lit tle ole leather-wing bats . Well , ah heard dat chew kin - dem 
little ole leather-wing bats , dem lit tle b i t ta ones dat goes all up in d e  corner 

3 THINGS ADDED - AFTER HOT BAT HEART DRIED 
SALT - BLACK PEPPER - BLUESTONE 

SEW UP IN CLOTH - WEAR IN POCKET FOR GAMBLING 

of yore house .  Well , ah learnt 
dat chew could take one of dem 
an ' kill him , an ' git his  heart 
while it ' s  hot , an ' keep it until 
i t  gi t dry , an ' put s ome salt an ' 

black peppah an ' b luestone onto h it . 
pocke t , an ' dat ' s  good  f o ' gambling . 

An '  s ew i t  up in a rag an ' wear i t  in yore 
Make yo ' win money . [Waycro ss , Ga . , (1136 ) , 

TOBACCO SACK - DRIED BAT HEART - RED PEPPER 

LEFT WING OF LIVE BAT IN LEFT POCKET - GAMBLING 

1850 : 5 . ] 
1059 7 .  Dry a bat heart in the 
sun ,  put in tobacco sack with 
cayenne p epper , and carry for 
luck in gamb ling . [Vicksb urg , 
Mis s . , (? ) ,  1014 : 2 . ] 
1059 8 .  Ah ' ll go ketch a bat 
an ' ah ' ll cut his wing off an ' 
ah ' 11 wear i t . 
(Which wing do you cut off? ) 
De left  one an ' wear i t  in mah 

left  pocke t . Well , dat b e  luck fo ' me , luck in gamb lin ' .  [Wilson , N .  Car . , 
( 14 56) , 2 6 47 : 5 . ] 

1059 9 .  Gamblers carry i t . Dey git 
it up in red flannel an ' tote hit . I t  

dat wing , dat leather-wing an ' dey s ew 
make ' em lucky in winnin ' in a skin game , 

:RIGHT WING - IN RED FLANNEL - FOR GAMBLING 

gamb lin ' .  
(Do they sew the whole bat up , do 

you say? ) 
No sir , j es t  de wing , de leather
wing. Yo ' knows dem bats dey ketch 

dat got de leather-wing. 
ving an '  s ew i t  up in red 
si<in game ] • 

D ey gi t de leather-wing , de right wing . J e s ' de right 
flannen an ' dey tote it , says i t  lucky fo ' [ skin or 

(Only the right  wing i s  leather . 
[What promp ted that que s t ion ! ]  

The left  wing i sn ' t leather then? ) 

Ah don ' t know but dey says tuh git de right one . [ Brunswick , Ga . , (1201) , 
2018 : 5 . ] 

10600 . Yeah , we call dem bul lbats . 
(What do you hear they say they do with 
Well , yo ' take dat b ullbat an ' yo ' take 

.m' yo ' put dat with s ome graveyard dirt . 

IDI.BAT WING - GRAVEYARD D I RT - IN BUNDLE 
aiDER VICTIM' S HOUSE - CONFUSION - NO SENSE 

those? ) 
de wing o f  de b ullbat - his viDcS -
An '  put dat in a li ' l '  hUDdle an' yo' 

put i t  up anywhere uodah a per80D1 S 
house or anything lak .tat .  Bat ' 11  
cause ' em t o  b e  conn..d an '  fiy 
around j es ' lalt de bal lJ.et ; cause 
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' em to fly aroun ' lak dey don ' t have good s ense . [My note on this sheet reads : 
"R. D .  (root doctor)  unusual but legitimate .  The man is not lying . No two per
son s  work alike . R. n • • good . but broke up his material . too late to pres erve 
(as a whole for an interview) . Good . ] [ Fayettevi lle . N .  Car • • ( 1 39 6 ) . 2514 : 3 . ] 

10601 . [This is the only rite in HOODOO where informant pretends I am the 
proprietor o f  a gamb ling house . Several of  these pretenses elsewhere in these 
vo lumes I have called my being a guinea pig ; a willing one . i f  it produced a 

KILL BAT - BURY ONE WING ON ONE SIDE OF GAMBLING 
HOUSE - OTHER WING ON OPPOSITE SIDE - BODY OF BAT 
EMERY DUST - HEARTS PERFUME - NAME OF MANAGER OR 
OWNER OF GAMBLING HOUSE - WRAP THESE IN FLANNEL 
KEEP IN YOUR OWN HOUSE - YOU CAN BEAT THEIR GAME 

hoodoo rite . ] 
You can take a bat and take 
and kill a bat . You can 
take the wing . you bury the 
wings . Just like if th i s  
is a house where y o u  go ing 
to gamble at . you bury one 

wing on thi s s ide of the hous e . one wing on that s ide of  the hous e . You take 
that backb one of that bat and you get you s ome emory dus t . you get you some 
Hearts perfume [has a number of  small red hearts on lab e l ]  and you get the name 
o f  the man that ' s  running that p lace . 

(You mean that gamb ling landlord . )  
Like you is the proprietor . I ' ll get your name . I ' ll put all o f  that toge ther 

and wrap it in a flannel . and I ' ll put that in my house . See . 
(Not in the gamb ling hous e . but in your own house? ) 
In my house . and as long as I ' m  got control of that thing . I kin control that 

gambling house . I ' ll be winning . I may go in there and lose a dollar and a half 
today . lose a dollar and a half this evening . I ' d  go back there tonight [ or to
morrow ] and I would win . 

( I  s ee . ) [New Orleans . La • • ( 8 8 3 ) . 145 6 : 2 . ]  
1060 2 .  Now a fellah tell me fo ' a fact dat chew kin ketch a bat an ' yo ' kin 

carry dat round wit chew j es '  like : yo ' would take dem wings off  him an ' don ' t 

CUT OFF WINGS - PUT BAT IN PAPER SACK - OR CLOTH 
SEWED UP - CARRY IN POCKET - ANY LUCK POS SIBLE 

have nuthin but de bat . j es '  
de little o le skin . Ain ' t 
nuthin but skin nohow. Take 
de little ole bat . de little 

haid , an ' put him in a papah s ack or a cloth . T i e  it up - sew it up j e s '  lak yo ' 
would sew up a little bow . an ' carry i t  out in yore p ocket . An ' yo ' k in go an ' 
do mos t  anything yo ' want . Ah don ' t know whether dat ' s true or not . 

(You take j us t  the wings o ff the bat though? ) 
Take de wings o f f . 
(And j us t  tie up the body? ) 
Tie up de body . [Sumter . S .  Car . • ( 1 3 3 8 )  • 231 2 : 5 . ] 
10603 . Well , now heah de othah day a friend of  mine wus tellin ' me . He axe 

me did ah know where he could - firs ' he axe me could ah lend him fo ' do llahs . 
Ah tole him .  no . ah didn ' t ' zactly have de money . 

CUT WINGS OFF BAT - SPLIT IT  OPEN - SAVE BLOOD 
He says . "Well . ah know a fel
lah . "  said . "he claims he kin 
gi ' [ give ] yo ' a han ' fo ' gam-REMOVE ENTRAILS - LET DRY - FILL WITH CHEE SE 

SEW UP - KEEP IN POCKET WITH MlNEY - GAMBLE 

den . see . an ' ah met dis f ellah on de street 
stop me - yo ' know . stop me an ' j e s ' spo�e . 
him shure . s ometime ah gamb le .  

"Well . "  he says . "yo ' evah have any luck ? " 
" Shure ah has luck s ometimes . s ometimes ah 

blin I o 11  

Ah wus on de s teamship workin ' 
an ' he j es '  stop me . An '  he j es '  
So he axed me did ah gamb le .  Told 

don ' t . "  
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H e  say s , "Wel l , yo ' wanta hav e luck all d e  t ime ? "  
Ah tole him ,  "Yeah , e f  ah ' d  l ike tuh win all d e  t ime . " 
He said , " Wel l , ah tell yo ' whut chew do . "  S ay s , "Yo ' go tuh wo rk an ' ket ch 

yo ' one d e s e  l i t t l e  ba t s . D ese l i t t l e  black b a t s , "  yo ' know , "an ' cut his wing s 
o f f . "  Say , " Den - an ' don ' t l o s e any o f  his blood - ket ch all d e  blood yo ' kin , 
an ' s p l i t  him open . An ' j es '  s p l i t  him o p en an ' take his ent rails out , but t ry 
tuh keep a l l  d e  b l o o d  dat chew kin . " S ay , "An ' a f t er y o ' s p l i t  him open , l e t  him 
dry wit de b l o o d  in ' im . " S ay , " An ' den f il l  dat back up w i th cheese . "  Fill da t 
bat , chew know ins i d e  o f  h im up wit chees e .  " S ew h i t  up , "  say , " an '  j es '  keep i t  
i n  y o r e  p o cket wh ere yo ' keep y o r e  money a t  a l l  d e  t ime . " S ay s , "Yo ' 11 have luck 
all de t ime . " 

( In gamb l ing ? )  
In gambl ing . 
S o  ah thought ah might as well try dat . Ah wus o n  de s t eamship fo ' foah yeahs . 

[ B runswick , Ga . ,  (1234) , 2 0 89 : 14 . ] 
10604 . I ' v e hea rd , onc e up o n  a t ime that if yo ' - dere ' s  an o l d  say in ' , I 

seen it es tabl ished in a book once , that if yo ' want s tuh hav e good luck in gam
b l ing , is to g i t  a leather-wing b a t , wrap it into a p i ece o f  flannel an ' t ie i t  

round yore wa is t .  
(They take the who l e  ba t and 
t ie it around the wr i s t . )  

WRIST - WEAR ON - GAMBLING - BAT HEART IN FLANNEL No , the heart o f  the bat . 
(Wha t was the name o f  the 

book ? ) 
Wel l , this book is related 

to - hand ing out from a doctor. Ah don ' t know the name s ince - it ' s  r ight hel p 
f u l  l i teratur e . [ S t .  P e t er sburg , F la . , ( 983) , 1590 : 3 . ] 

" CHAN N E L  DE WO R LD " 

[ The t i t l e  o f  this long d iv i s ion comes f rom o ne o f  the a c t iv i t ies o f  a Jack o r  
samue l o r  any name you want to c a l l  t h i s  p e r s onal and l iv ing fet ish - a d iv ina t ion 
dev i s e  fully des crib ed by my .MOJO EXPERT on page 1254 , one of the grea t  pages of 
�OODOO. Do no t confus e this s p i r i t  obj ect with the imp ers onal ouij a and p lanch
e t t e , which s p e l l  out answer s  to anyone . Jack b elongs t o  and wo rks for i t s  owner 
only . Jack can have any shap e .  Years ago s omewhere in HOODOO a man ' s Jack to 
f ind cunjure was a child ' s  me chanical toy ! Our Jack here is ball- shap ed - hence 
called Jack-ba l l  - held up in the air by a s t r ing . Our op erator addres s es it as 
Samue l .  Any name could be used . The p r e s ent Jack-ba l l  answer s  quest ions by c er
tain movements : t r embl ing , s tand ing s t ill , swing ing back and forth , weaving, and 
whirl ing in a c ir c l e .  This lat t e r  mov ement , called channe l de world, d escr ibes 
the cont ent s within , a l i t t l e  of ev ery thing - a f inal cat ch-al l .  Therefore . in
s tead o f  our f o rmer s e c t ions and s ub s e c t ions , the following ma t er ial has been ar
ranged alphabet ically , beg inning with the l e t t er A and wo rd ABORTION. ] 

10605 . [ Out in the f i eld I rarely if ev er asked directly f o r  self-perfor.ed 
abo r t ion r i t e s ; what I wanted was miscar r iage , d elay ed b irth , malfo��ioa or 
death caus ed by an enemy ' s  wit chcra f t . The r i t e  now f o llowing is a piece of folk 
.ed icine o r  p rac t i ce a hoo do o  doctor , f o r tuneteller o r  wise � caa1d sac&est 
to a client : ]  
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S ome green coffee , co f fee what you drink , she ' ll make a tea out o f  that and 
put some whiskey in there and turpentine and drink i t  hot - hot , hot as she can . 

ABORTION : BREW HOT GREEN COFFEE 
ADD WHI SKEY AND TURPENTINE - DRINK 
S IT OVER BUCKETFUL OF BOILING WATER 
USE NEW LEAD PENCIL - BUY ONE 

And take a slop-bucke t o f  hot b oiling water 
and sit  over i t . Go to the s tore and b uy 
her a lead pencil , b rand- new , have never 
been used . And take that pencil and open 
her womb and spill that water . And when 
that pencil - the mouth o f  it is closed , 

you know . She take that pencil and put - she can do that hersel f better than 
anybody can , you know . Take that pencil and shove it until the mouth of  her 
womb is open , where the heat can ge t in there , stay in . 

When she take the pencil and shove i t , well she go ing to take the end of the 
pencil and make a little hole to open it , you know . And when - while she ' s  doing 
that , she still over the bucket . Well , you see , the heat i s  go ing in there . You 
see , that heat hit there , that make the womb open like that and there come all -
what was in there , going t o  come out . You see . 

Well , now , after hit come - well , it ' s  according to how many months she be . 
Well , i f  i t  be  four months , i t ' s  a baby . Now , it done come and she got to get 
that afterb irth out [ and i f ] she can ' t ge t nob ody [ to help he r ] , she take her 
fist  and blow hard as she can . And s till stay over that . After while that 
afterbirth come . [New Orleans , La . , ( 8 26a) , 1212 : 6 . ] 

ABORTION : CHICKEN GIZZARD - FRENCH BRANDY 
10606 . I f  you don ' t want a baby , 
you unde rstand , you kin taken a 
chicken gi zzard , brown it  and put 

in French b randy , kills it . [ Richmond , Va . , ( 404 , Humpadee ) ,  35 7 : 2 . ] 
10607 . Bluestone taken during pregnancy cure s toothache and so  [ also ] blue

stone-water causes ab ortion . [ Richmond , Va . , ( 3 85 ) , 334 : 4 ; from Johnson , for 
whom see ROOT DOCTOR JOHNSON , pp . l6 20-1624 , v . 2 . ] 

10608 . (What will the husband [ or man ] do? ) 
He kin git  nine acorns an ' bury ' em up undah 

comes ovah dat , well he ' ll nevah come back dere 

4 ACORNS - HUSBAND OR MAN PUTS UNDER FRONT DOOR 
OF WOMAN ' S  HOUSE TO KEEP ANOTHER MAN AWAY 

de s tep , an ' de one [man ] dat 
no mo ' .  He ' ll nevah come back 

tuh see huh ag ' in .  
(That is all  he  has to do , 
bury nine acorns under her 
step ? ) 
Undah huh s tep . An ' as he 
walk ovah dat , he ' ll nevah 

walk back ovah it ag ' in .  He ' ll go out de back 
an '  he ' ll nevah be worried wit ' er ,  not in ' e r 
1531 : 19 . ] 

do ' , he won ' t come out de front , 
home . [Memphis , Tenn . , ( 949) , 

10609 . What you can do for • • • •  Well , you see , you goe s and you ge t s  some o f  
thi s  here Eve . Just say ,  " I  want Eve root. " 

(Eve root? ) 
EVe root , a she Eve root. 
(Wai t a minute ! She Eve root? ) 
Yes . Well , it ' s  made some thing like a peanut . And you take that and you take 

the bigges t  one and you put i t  in your pocket , you take the smallest  one , and you 
use it in your mouth ; j us t like if you ' d  got an idea that someone was to do you 
hara. Well , you t ake that piece and keep it in your mouth , inside of a small 
piece o f  paper or some thing like that , or either a little p iece of clean rag . 
Then you g e t s  you a glas s o f  water , rive r water , and a glas s ful of  any o ther kind 
of vater rain wat er l ike that . And you take s it and you sets  it like that and 
you sets a Durham sack . [Evidently this is the small sack with draw s tring that 
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had held Durham ( trade name) cigarette  tob acco . ] You carries that Durham sack 
in nine waters - j ust  like i f  you washed it once , in one water , you pour that 

ADAM AND EVE ROOT - HE AND SHE PARTS - HE THE 
SMALLER - KEEP IN MOUTH - SHE THE LARGER - WEAR 
IN POCKET - EACH LOOKS LIKE PEANUT - IF SOMEONE 
TRYING TO HARM YOU - MIX GLASS OF RIVER WATER 
AND GLAS S OF RAIN WATER - WASH DURHAM TOBACCO 
SACK IN 9 TIMES - REDUCE WATER TO ONE GLAS S 
LET SET 3 OR 5 DAYS - WRITE CATER- CORNER ON 
PARCHMENT PAPER NUMBERS - 7- 3-5- HE ROOT MASH 
WITH JUI CE WASH FACE AND HEAD - PROTE CTS YOU 

out and you wash i t  [ again 8 
t imes ] .  Af ter you s t rain i t  
like that , but continue on 
pouring the water down in the 
same place until you gets it  
like that , ab out so high . And 
you leave it setting for nine 
days . After the nine days • • •  
(Wait ! You have this Durham 
sack and you wash it in one 
water and then you pour this 

water in a container . Then you 
t ime . You wash it nine times . 

get some more water and wash it  again , the second 
And all this water you save in ano ther container . )  

You j us t  keep it  there . 
( I  see . All right . )  
Until you get it  later - until you get a glas s ful , j us t  in the amount , that 

amount in nine t imes . Then you take that water and you puts it ins ide of a j ar ,  
or either a keg , you know . 

(Any kind o f  an old can . ) 
Jus t any kind o f  a can . 
(Oh ! a can . A can , all right . )  
And after that you leave i t  set for three or five days [ odd numb er of days ] .  

And after you ' ve taken i t  out from there , you get some this here parchment paper . 
Parchment p aper . And you write your name - 7 - 3 - 5 - [ odd numb ers ] but you 
vrite it j us t  coming . Don ' t wri te it s traight across , j us t  coming cater-corner 
you wri te i t . And afterwards you take that and you get he Eve roots . Well , the� 
you takes it and you mash it up . And every morning you wake up , you take some of 
that , wash your face and head like that , a l l  the way down - j ust  a lit tle on  your 
hands . No way in the world for anyb ody to move you or do you any kind of harm.  

(I  see . Where do you get  this " he" Eve root? ) 
In the drug store . 
(And you say it  looks j us t  like a peanut ? )  
Jus t l ike peanut and i t ' s  got • • •  
(Are there any nuts ins ide o f  i t ? ) 
No , no thing . And it ' s  j us t  l ike a peanut b ut only it got a f ine lit tle string , 

just like a kind o f  string between there to hold it . Then it ' s  got this she Eve 

�t , you see . And you take this she Eve root and you j ust  mash i t  up • • •  
(Wait !  The " she" [ or ]  " he" [ Eve ] root? You mean a " she" Eve root? )  
Yes , then you got the she Eve root. Then you take that and you keep it in 

your pocket . Now ,  look , even you could - afterwards , you could come along -
��er that going on , and i f  you caus e - done want to  make anybody drift . 

(Now , wait  a minute !  Af ter you ' ve used that " he" Eve root in this water , dlen 
yua would carry that p iece o f  she Eve root in your pocket . I understand nov. 
aav .  you are going to tell me something different now , another story . Al l  rl&h� . 
� me  the next one now . ) [New Orleans , La . , ( 8 29 ) , 1 2 21 : 3 . ] 

...X AND EVE - HEART LEAF - PARCH - SPREAD IN HOUSE 
IBIB LU� STAR INCENSE - SPREAD OVER OTHER DUST 
S8EEP OUT - DO ALL BEFORE SUNRI SE - FOR CUSTOMERS 

10 610 . I f  yo ' vanu build 
up yo ' a trade , or sa.pin 
lak dat , j es ' have a lotu 
cus tomah . Yo ' so tab 110rlt 
an ' take dis ..-e stuff ah 

..z tellin ' yo ' ' b out , de Adam an ' Eve . Take Adam an ' Eve an '  sc.e bushes dat 
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grows in de woods called de heaPt leaves [ s ome p lant with cordate leaves ] .  Git 
s ome of  dat , but don ' take de leaves , take de s t em - it ' s  got a red stem.  Take 
de stem an ' wrap around dat Adam an ' Eve an ' bring it back ovah t o  de house dere 
an '  yo ' parch dat s tem . Aftah parchin ' dat s t em,  yo ' pounds it into a p owdah , 
an ' carry it an ' drop it all ovah dat hous e . Dat ' s conkerin ' ' em.  Drop dat 
ever ' mawnin ' ' fore de s un rise . An ' yo ' buys yo ' a l ucky staP [ incense mo lded 
into the shape o f  a star ] an ' yo ' light dat lucky s taP an ' sprinkle a little b i t  
o f  dat s tuf f [parched heaPt leaf s t em] ovah it ; j e s '  a little b i t , sprinkle it 
ovah i t , ' fore de sunri se . Have it so  dat i t  burn out ' fore de sun rise . An ' 
when it do dat , sweep it on out , an ' mo ' cus tomah commence comin ' in , reg ' lah an ' 
reg ' lah an ' re g ' lah . Have to hol ' up burnin ' i t  s ometime [b ecause you have so  
many cus tomers ] .  [ Fayettevi lle , N .  Car . , (1450) , 2 6 34 : 5 . ] 

10611 . Git d i s  heah Adam an ' Eve , an ' d i s  powders from Los Angeles , an ' lode
s t one , an ' put it together . Wrop dat up together an ' dat ' ll make a person , if 
yo ' talk to him an ' ask him fo ' a j ob ,  he can ' t  deny yo ' .  

ADAM AND EVE - LODESTONE - POWDERS 
3 INGREDIENTS WRAPP ED FO R JOB 

(What kind of powder is thi s  from Los Ange
les . What do they call i t ? ) 
I t ' s  cal led • • • •  
(I t ' s  s and , not a powder from s ome firm in 

Los Angeles . What is the name of the firm out there? ) 
Yo ' kin git s ome from de Modden? [ o r  Molden? ] Company . Dat ' s  in Los Angeles . 

Don ' t  know whether it ' s  in Los Angeles or San Jose . I t ' s  Chi cago , ah th ink . 
Yessuh .  

(What i s  the name of the company in Los Angeles ? ) [Wilson , N .  Car . , (151 3 or 
1514 ) , 2 6 80 : 1 . ] 

1061 2 . I f  yo ' want a j ob ,  yo ' go  down tuh de bos s . Well , i f  dis fellah want
ed a j ob ,  didn ' t  have no work an ' didn ' t  have nowhere tuh s t ay ,  an ' everyb ody dat 
he went to , had turned him away . An ' he went tuh a fe l lah dat supposed tuh know. 
De fellah give him three kind of roots : give Adam an ' Eve , an ' dis blacksnake 

JOBLESS MAN WENT TO DOCTOR WHO GAVE HIM 3 ROOTS 
ADAM AND EVE - BLACKSNAKE ROOT - DEVIL ' S  SHOESTRING 
ALSO CALLED DEVIL ROOT - TO USE HEARTS COLOGNE 
ON ROOTS AND RUB ON HANDS WHEN SEEING BOSS 
WEAR BUCKEYE IN POCKET - ROOTS IN POCKET - CHEW 

root an ' dis heah devil 
snakeroot [see lateP] . 
He taken dat root • • • •  
(Devi l snakeroot or devil ' s  
shoestring? ) 
Devil ' s  shoe st ring ! Dey 
called it de devi l  Poo t.  

Take dat root an '  fix dat root  up in a kind o f  a compound an ' he go down dere . 
When he git dere tuh dat man he take it an ' goes an ' git him a buckeye an ' puts 
hit in his p ocket . An ' he wears dat buckeye . De buckeye made out o f  - dem lit
tle b lack buckeye lak dat . He takes dat an ' he goes down an ' he talks to de man . 
He put all of dat in HeaPts Co logne an ' he goes down dere t o  de man an ' he gits 
tuh rubb in '  his hand lak dat . An ' walks up tuh de man an ' started tuh talkin ' 
vi th de .an. De man will tell him,  no , but be shore tuh come b ack de next day . 
Wel l , he ' 11  come back de next dat s till a-rubb in ' dat root . Well , he ' ll git dat 
root , every one o f  ' em,  one in each pocket an ' one in each foot . An '  he gits 
dere an• de man go tuh talkin ' an ' he ' ll have a p iece in his mouth chewin ' .  When 
he git dere de man go tuh talkin ' an ' s ay ,  "Well , ah gues s , if yo ' think yo ' kin 
work ,  ah ' l l  give yo ' a j ob . "  An '  yo ' tell de man yo ' kin work . Jes ' as long as 
yo '  keep dat roo t s  rubb ed up an ' keep it fulla HeaPts Co logne , we ll de man will 
nevah f iah yo ' , but de time dat yo ' lose dat root , yo ' lose yore j ob .  [ Fayette
vi lle , N. Car . , (1422) , 2564 : 1 . ] 

10613 .  Wel l , you goes to de woods and you git you a p iece of  Eve-and-Adam 
root , you see . Jes ' like de time God have drove Eve and Adam from de garden , 
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s ee . You g i t  a p iece o f  Eve-and-Adam roo t . After dat you go and git a p iece o f  
de root chew cal l de A my  roo t ,  
s ee .  [ I  am unab le t o  ident i fy 
thi s  roo t ; i t  may b e  a hoodoo
s to re r o o t . ]  You git a p iece of 
chinab e r ry ro o t . Wel l , j e s ' l ike 

3 ROOTS : ADAM-AND-EVE - AMY ROOT - CHINABERRY 
CHEW 3 TIMES DAILY : 6 A . M . - NOON - 6 P . M .  
SP I T  JUI CE ABOUT HOUSE T O  GET RID O F  WOMAN 

you chew dat EV e-and-Adam roo t dis morning , you ' l l chew dat chinab erry roo t ab out 
twelve o ' cl ock noon of de day . All r i gh t , j e s '  ab out six o ' c l o ck , you ' l l chew on 
dat Amy roo t ,  s ee .  You j es '  keep chewing dem roo t s  and s p i t  de j uice around in 
your hou s e  every t ime you chew i t , you unde r s tand , and she couldn ' t  s tay dere to 
save her l if e . 

(Th i s  i s , if y o u  want t o  g e t  r i d  o f  t h e  woman? )  
Yes . 
(You b reak the s pell whi ch i s  hold ing her there . ) [ Charles t o n , S .  Car . , (511) , 

576 : 2 . ] 
10614 . Yo ' kin take a herb cal l ed de [High ] John 

Yo ' put it into a vial [ o f  whi te cologne , see later ] 
de Co nkah , yo ' unde r s tand . 
an ' yo ' take de vial an ' 

ADAM-AND-EVE - HIGH JOHN DE CONKAH - WHI TE C OLOGNE 
3 THINGS - 9 DROP S ON HANDKERCHIEF - FLASH IT ROUN ' 

DAT 'S  FO ' LOVIN ' YO ' SEE 

yo ' use n ine d rop s on a 
pocket han ' ke ' che f f .  Yo ' 
put in dat b o t tle : de High 
John de Co nkah , an ' de per-
fume an ' de Eve -an ' -Adam . 

Dat Eve-an ' -Adam , dat ' s  a herb . Yo ' s ee ,  yo ' nus e  d a t  into a l i t tle vial ab out 
s o  good - j e s '  enough tub hol ' i t ; yo ' know , ab out de s i z e  of mah f inge r lak dat , 
an '  den yo ' have i t  in dat whi te cologne [ the p e r fume men t i oned ] .  Well , yo ' nus e  
it den , nine drop s  at a time . Yo ' s ee ,  lak yo ' nus e  d a t  aroun ' , yo ' kin take d a t  
up lak d a t  when yo ' s tep i n t o  a room o r  s omp in lak dat , yo ' s ee .  Yo ' take yore 
pocke t han ' ke ' che f f  out an ' , yo ' s ee [ prob ab ly demo ns t ra t e s ] yo ' fl a s h  i t  roun ' 
dere . An ' da t ' s  fo ' levin ' , y o ' s ee . [ F l orence , S .  Car . , (1336 ) , 2309 : 8 . ]  

10615 . Ah hear ' d  a fel lah said he could take 
AD�AND-EVE AND JOHN DE CONKAH s ome Adam-an ' -Eve an ' John de Conkah an ' put 

it in a red b ag an ' weah it aroun ' yuh neck . 
De fo reman he ' l l have s ome kinda fee l i n ' or 

IJ RED BAG ABOUT NECK TO HOLD JOB 

-p in an ' l e t  
1 0 6 1 6 . Yo ' 

body roun ' d a t  

chub go b a ck t ub wo rk . [ Wi lming ton , N .  Car . , ( 2 3 6 ) , 160 : 10+85 . ] 
kin take devi l ' s- shoes t ring an ' Adam-an ' -Eve root an ' i f  i t ' s  any
chew wanta do s omep in , wan ' dem tub leave or s omep in , yo ' could 

�AND-EVE - DEVIL ' S-SHOESTRING - OVER FRONT DOOR 
PERSON WALKING UNDER - WILL DO ANYTHING YOU ASK 

put i t  up ovah yore f ront 
d o ' . An '  i f dey evah walk 
undah i t , any thing dat 
chew t e ll ' em or s ay dat 

cbev want ' em tub d o , dey do i t .  An ' yo ' don ' even have tub tell ' em .  [ Way

�AND-EVE - JOHN DE CONKAH - LODES TONE 
l IIGREDI ENTS - MAKE LUCKY GAMBLING HAND 

cro s s ,  Ga . ,  (1134) , 1842 : 1 . ] 
1061 7 . Dey s aid dat yo ' g i t  d i s  beah 
lucky lodes tone - yo ' g i t  de [ lu.p ]  
lodes tone powdah - an ' John de COnkah 

... Adamran ' - Eve an ' mix ' em tuhgethah . Wel l , i t  make a lucky gamb li n '  �-

EVE-AND-ADAM - FEMALE AND MALE PARTS 
SBE SEWS ONE ON TOP OF OTHER INTO NEW FLANNEL 

AND WEARS HANGING DOWN IN FRONT 

[Memphis , T enn . , (15 55) , 2829 : 2 . ] 
10618 . Eve-and-Adam � • • •  

(Yes , Eve-and-Adam. ) [Sa.e as 
Adam-and- Eve .  ] 
Eve-and-Adam root. Yoa �t a 

wale and female , and you take ' em an ' put ' em on t op l i ke dat [d�ra�] of 
� other . 
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(One on top of the other . )  
[ S omewhere in HOODOO this is done with wax figure s . Candles ? ]  
And i f  a woman wants her husb and bound to  her , put it in a new p iece of  flan

nel and sew it to a new p iece , and wear it around her waist  wi th that hanging 
down in front , and she can content her husb and whensomever she want . 

(You mean , hanging down in the front ? )  
Yes , sir . ( Vicksburg , Mi s s . ,  ( 7 5 5 ) , 1032 : 10 . ] 
10619 . Well , i f  yo ' have a person tuh leave yo ' an ' yo ' wanta b r ing dem b ack 

yo ' love s dem.  Yo ' loved ones gits scattahed off an ' yo ' wanta bring ' em back 

ADAM-AND-EVE HAS 2 LEAVES - ROOTS HAVE 2 KNO TS 
ONE OF 'EM IS A WOMAN AN ' ONE IS A MAN 

DRY AND POWDER - IN WOMAN ' S  COFFEE FOR LOVE 

tuh yo ' . Dere ' s two roots grows 
in de wo ods , ah ' m  tellin ' yo ' 
truth , dey has two leave s . We 
calls ' em EVe-and-Adam an ' de 
roots of  dem root s is got two 

l i t t le kno t s  ab out little b igger den a cof fee bean - two lit tle knots . One of  
' em is a woman an ' one is a man . Yo ' take ' em an ' dry ' em on a stove . Put ' em 
on a s tove an ' dry ' em dere stiff  an ' spongy - sp ongy like a sp onge . But chew 
cut ' em up when dey git s dry an ' make a softa powdah outa dem - a soft  powdah . 
I f  dat woman drinks cof fee , tea , or  anything dat she drinks , well yo ' kin j es '  
sprinkle j es '  a little b i t  in de bottom o f  de cup an ' den pour on it . Pour a 
dr ink in an ' den she drink dat she ' ll b e  crazy ' b out chew . Ah believe dat ' s  
de truth . Ah ' m  halfway telling yo ' by exper ience . [ S t . Petersbur g ,  Fla . , (1008 ) , 

1630 : 3 . ] 
EVE-AND-ADAM ROOT - POWDER - IN COFFEE - S ENDS AWAY 10620 . Yo ' take de root -

fix i t  up . 
H e ' ll go . 

EVe-an ' -Adam root an ' yo ' 
Gr ind i t  up an ' put i t  in some cof fee an ' give i t  tuh ' im tuh drink . 

(That will send him away . )  [Brunswick , Ga . , (1194 ) , 2013 : 7 . ] 
10621 . You kin take Ada�and-Eve in Hearts Co logne an ' yo ' kin hold your j ob .  

Like if you got a b o s s  agains t yeh , you go in ' to work that morning , you take an ' 

ADAM-AND-EVE IN HEARTS COLOGNE - ON HANDKERCHI EF 
LET BO S S  S MELL ODOR - YOU WILL KEEP YOUR JOB 

put a lit tle [Hearts Cologne ] 
on yuh pocke t hankechef .  Jes ' 
like I work fer you , I come 
here [he hems and cough s ] ,  

"Good mawnin ' b o s s , how yuh feelin ' ? "  Dat s tuf f [ s cent ] would fill over the 
house . You [ I ] keep your [my ]  j ob .  [Wilmington , N .  Car . , (318 ) , 2 51 : 5+8 5 . ]  

1062 2 .  Use Hearts Co logne on Adam-an ' -Eve . They git  a p air , wh ich i s  Adam
an ' -Eve an ' ' noint i t  with this Hearts Co logne perfume . That is to  draw the 

woman friend to them 
S CENT S ELF Wi lli ADAM-AND-EVE IN HEARTS COLOGNE FOR LOVE in love . 

(What would they do 
after they anoint those root s ?  What would they do with those root s ? )  

They keep those  root s into a j ar o r  either a bo ttle , an ' they t ake this per-
fume whut they roo t s  is soakin ' in an ' ' noint themselve s .  

( That i s  to help them [women ] get a man ? )  
Yes . [Wilson , N .  Car . , (145) , 2 6 4 3 : 4 . ] 
10623 . De Adam-an ' -Eve root , yo ' take s de Eve [part ] an ' yo ' takes it an ' 

yo ' weah it in yore pocket . I f  no t dat , chew take a lil ' root chew call - dat 
lil '  root chuh call Adam. [ Adam-and-Eve are on the same roo t . ] Yo ' take d i s  
lil ' roo t an ' yo ' take d e s e  three needles an ' yo ' b reak ' em all three i n  three 
pieces . each one needle b roke in three p ieces . Well , dat supposed tuh be nine 
pieces . Yo ' t akes dis root an ' dese needle s an ' let ' em  s tay in dis root three 
days . Takes dese needles from dis root an ' throw it in runnin ' wat ah [I inter-
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WEAR EVE PART OF ADAM-AND-EVE IN YOUR POCKET OR 
USE ADAM PART WITH 3 NEEDLES - EACH BROKEN INTO 
3 P IECES - TIE UP THE 9 P IECES WITH ADAM 3 DAYS 
THEN THROW 9 PIECES INTO RUNNING WATER - TIE UP 
SILVER DIME WITH ADAM AND FOR LUCK WIPE PACKAGE 
ACROSS FACE AND HEAD - TO KEEP THIS  HAND " FROM 
BEING ANNOYED" MEANS LET NO ONE SEE OR TOUCH IT  

rup t ]  • • •  
(You throw the needle s in the 
running water ? )  
I n  runnin ' watah . Yo ' take dis 
dime an ' puts it  wit dis root 
an ' tie it  b ack up , an '  if yo ' 
goin ' out fo ' luck or anything , 
yo ' wipe s it  ' cros s yore face -
wipes it  ' cros s yore face an ' 

haid . An ' take s de roo t an ' put s  it up , keep 
git at ter [ ge t  after ] dis root - if yo ' wanta 
Car . , ( 1402) , 2 5 24 : 2 . ] 

it  from bein ' annoyed - [ anyone] 
have any luck . [ Faye t teville , N .  

10624 . Get a Adam-and-Eve root . 
(Ge t  an Adam-and-Eve root . )  
And fix it  and write their name and tie it up in it . 
(Write their name on a piece of paper ? )  
Uhhuh , and put it in there with this Adam-and-Eve roo t , and ' co s e , you urinate 

on that for nine mornings ,  if you wants  a man . You get him that way . 

liRITE BELOVED ' S  NAME - TIE UP WITH ADAM-AND-EVE 
IN HANDKERCHIEF - GREEN ONE MORE SUCCESSFUL 
URINATE ON HANDKERCHIEF 9 MORNINGS TO GET MAN 

( I  see . Well , now , what do you 
wrap that up in? )  
I n  a handkerchie f .  
( I  see . And you urinate on 
it . )  

You be  more succe s sful in tying it  up in a green handker chie f .  
( I  see . And you tie i t  up and urinate on it for nine mornings .  Then what do 

you do with the handkerchief ? )  
Jus t keep it . 
(Oh , you keep it and then you ' ll  get the man . I see . )  [Mob ile , Ala. , ( 7 0 9 ) , 

978 : 5 . ] 
10625 . You get ' em - two toge ther , you know . 
(Oh ! I t ' s a root that grows together . )  
Two of ' em together ; one ' s  Adam ,  the other Eve . 

are used for , will keep a man and woman toge ther -
Now those , the thing s they 

they will keep them together . 

.&IlAM-AND-EVE - 2 ROOTS GROWING TOGETHER - GET IT  GREEN 
(Well now , how would 
they use that ? ) 

DO NOT BREAK APART - NAME ONE ADAM AND OTHER EVE 
OR NAMES OF MAN AND WOMAN TO BE HELD TOGETHER 

PUT IN BOTTLE WITH PERFUME - MAY ADD CHAMBER LYE 

They go to work and get 
that Adam-an ' -Eve root , 
ge t it  green [ fresh ] , 
and you name one Adam 

aDd the other one Eve , af ter you wash it o f f  good . And you p ut it in a bottle ,  
.ay old bot tle , and don ' t b reak ' em loose . One Adam and the other one is Eve . 
� they put perfume in there . 

(Any special kind o f  per fume ? ) 
No , any kind . P ut the perfume in there . They name [ one ] for the woman and 

� o ther the man , when they are speaking about ' em .  They may use  chamber lye 
.ad perfume in it . S top it  up . Long as you keep that , you will hold the waa 
if you want to . [Nor folk , Va . , (458) , 4 47 : 1 . ] 

3 INGREDIENTS WORN IN BAG FOR JOB 
aui-ANlrEVE - HIGH JOHN - SUGAR OR SALT 

106 26 . Adam-an ' -Eve an ' High Jolrn.. 
an ' make a b ag o f  i t , an '  p14 :lt � 
gethah an ' put a li ' le suc-h � :lt 
a teaspoonful of sugah vid :lt - or 

sal� wid it . An ' mix it tuhgethah an ' sew it up an ' care it  wid joo. Yo•n &it 
a job dat way . [Wilmington , N .  Car . , ( 2 20) , 133 : 7+85 . ]  
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106 2 7 . To keep de law away ? Wal , yo ' kin take a red peppah - John de Conkah 
Peppah dey call [ it ] , got  de leaves [ p icture o f  pepper and leaf ? ] on de box of 
i t . 

(Where do you get that ? ) 
Kin buy it . Go tuh any drugs tore . 
(They call i t  John the Conker Pepper ? I t  looks like red pepper ? )  
I t  looks like red peppah . An ' put sart [ s alt ] into dat . But doesn ' t us e it 

fer anything els e after dis . Take i t  and go s catter it all around de place dat 

EVE-AN ' -ADAM - SHOE SOLE - SALT : BURN IN YARD 
SCATTER JOHN DE CONKAH [RED ] PEPPER AND SALT 
SWEEP IT NEAR FENCE AND STREET FOR POLICE 

you are in . All around de place 
what chew in and takes a shoe 
sole - j es '  like a shoe . Take 
de shoe sole an ' de Eve-an ' -Adam 
root . Built yo ' a f iah in yo ' 

yard an ' put dat salt , dat shoe sole an ' Eve- to-Adam root in dere an ' burn it . 
Aftah hits burnt , j is '  sweep de yard . But yo ' let de ashes be  neah de fence or 
s treet as yo ' kin . Ah ' ve never had none to go in yet ; nevah had no law to go 
in no place yet . [ Savannah , Ga . , (538) , 65 7 : 2 . ] 

1 0 6 2 8 . Any time root [ roots for spec ial t imes ] .  Then ah makes a powder tuh 
sprinkle yore house wit , it  call a ho ly powder • • •  [ Informant s tarts o f f  at a rap id 
pace and up in the air . ] 

(Now wai t a minute ! Now , I ' m getting my wife back . Now , I put that right 
underneath , right under the bed? ) 

Yes sir .  
(Then what happ ens . )  
Put Eve-and-Adam root undah yore bed , yuh 

yore sign [ firs t ]  - then make a wish tuh the 

EVE-AND-ADAM AND QUEEN ELIZABETH ROOTS 
UNDER BED - WI SH TO LORD - MAKE YOUR SIGN 
WOMAN WILL RETURN IN 30 DAYS - TAKE ROOTS OUT 

unders tand , and make a wish - make 
Lord . Make a wish fa ' what yore 

heart des ires , you understand , 
after you carried it [ and put 
it under the bed ]  and in thirty 
days she ' ll be back there . Don ' t 
ca ' where she gone . An ' if she ' s  

sued yo ' or  lawsued chao fa ' alimony , then she ' ll take it out [ call off the suit] .  
(What was that other root ? )  
Queen Elizabeth .  [ Informant continues with rites under Queen Elizabeth root 

and shame brier . ] [Mob ile , Ala . , ( 655 ? 0 , 85 7 : 1 . ] 
106 2 9 . Take Eve-an ' -Adam root an ' Queen Elizabeth root an ' five-finger grass 

an ' b ind dem together an ' put on [ them] whiskey , an ' let it soak fa ' seven days 

EVE-AND-ADAM - QUEEN ELIZABETH - FIVE FINGER GRASS 
3 INGREDIENTS - BIND TOGETHER - SOAK 7 DAY S IN WHI SKEY 

BATHE WITH TO BRING BACK LOVE AND LUCK 

to ab s tract dere pow
ers . An '  yo ' take yore
self : yo ' bathe yore 
body , anoint yore body 
[wi th this concot ion ] 

an ' dey say dat will bring back love an ' luck to yore lose ones , put man an ' 
wife back toge ther . [Waycross , Ga . , ( 1104) , 17 7 8 : 1 . ] 

ADAM-AND-EVE - GINSENG - ANGELICO : 3 ROOTS 
MASH TO POWDER - SCORCH ON STOVE - PUT IN SACK 

DUST AROUND HOUSE 9 DAYS - CONTROLS PERSON INS IDE 

10630 . They have a gins eng 
root . You t ake a p iece of 
gings eng root and a he and 
she Adamrand-Eve . See , the 
he Adam-and-Eve is j us t  a 

lit tle ball-like , a lit tle white ball - looks like a ball , but it ' s  a root . Wel� 
you takes and you mash ' em [Adam- and-Eve and ginseng ] up together . 

(What do es the she look like ? ) 
The she look the same way only it ' s  more longer , see . Well , then , you take 
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and mash up them he and she , Adam-and-Eve , and the ginseng root and Angelico [ for 
this root see later ] . Mash it all up to gether unt i l  it ' s  j ust a powder , s ee .  
Put it on the s t ove and s corch it . Take flour , mix a little flour - sort of like 
it ' s  burned , s corch it good - and put it in a sack and j us t  dus t arou d there . 
Dus t  around your house for nine days . 

(What will that do? ) 
Well , that wi ll - you ' ll get under contro l .  
(You d o  what ? )  
Under control , that controls your house . 
(Oh , you do that j us t  so  this person comes under your cont ro l? ) 
Yes , s i r .  
( I f  there ' s  a woman i n  the house , she would b egin to  like you? ) 
Yes , s ir .  [ The preceding Ange lico : originally while reading this I annotated 

" angeli ca" the cand ied " angelique" ; but could it be in U . S . A . , the roo t s  from the 
Hercules club ? ] [New Orleans , La . , (842) , 1 2 7 8 : 5 . ] 

1063 1 .  Wel l , dey claim that the alligatah gal l  is mo ' of a poison den prackly 
[practically ] any thing dat choo evah did come acros s .  Take alligatah gall an ' 

ALLI GATOR GALL - IN PERSON ' S PATH 
tro ' [ throw ] i t  in de path , or  anythin ' [ any
where ] where i t  won ' t hurt , an ' yo ' prackly 
kin git rid of de who le family . [New Or

leans , La . , (1560 , excellent ) ,  2856 : 1 . ]  
106 3 2 . I ' ve heard them claim that if you chew a certain root , that root is 

�! ligator roo t , and also High John the Conquer ,  they c laim , and chew that roo t 

j�..LLIGATOR ROOT OR HIGH JOHN DE CONKAH 
VITBOUT SPEAKING UNTIL YOU REACH BOS S 
CHEW ROOT AND SPIT SAYING TO SELF I WANT A JOB 
9 TIMES BEFORE LEAVING HOME 
9 TIMES BEFORE REACHING BOSS  
9 TIMES BEFORE SPEAKING TO BOS S 

and spit nine t imes b efore 
leaving the home , and nine t ime 
b efore you get to the p lace , 
and nine t imes after you reach 
the p lace , without sp eaking to 
anyb ody each time , and by do ing 
that and j us t  use the words , I 
want a job - you say that [ these 

vords ] to yourself - that the individual will get a j ob .  That ' s  what they c laim . 
[Alligator root here may b e  the root of  the alligator tree , given to a sweet gum 
tree b ecaus e i t s  rough b ark is supp o s ed to look like alligator hide ; or this may 
be any root , a rare one , faint ly resemb ling an alligator . The shape of roots 
years ago , b efore my co llec ting days , played an important part in a doctor 's  
pharmacopoeia . ]  [Elizab eth City , N .  Car . , ( 482 , a clergyman , gif ted with ideas 
and speech , and former , if no t presently , root doctor) , 3 9 8 : 5+85 . ] 

106 3 3 . Git a piece of  alum an ' a p iece of  s altpeter an ' s ew it up in a little 
flannen rag together , an ' dey tell me dat ' ll make yo ' lucky - lucky in gamb ling . 

� - SALTPETER - IN FLANNEL BAG 
� REARTS COLOGNE - FOR GAMBLING 

ALUM - MAN '  S NAME - IN BAG 
OVER H I S  BED KEEP S LAW AWAY 

To t e  i t  in yore pocket . [Af ter machine 
turned off informant adds with Hearts 
Co logne . ] 
Yes s ir .  [Way cross , Ga . ,  (1147 ) , 1870 : 16 . ] 
10634 . "To keep the law away • • •  takes nuthin 
but the man ' s name and a p iece o f  alua. aad 
put s in a bag and tacks it up over his bed • • •  

tD keep law away . "  [New Orleans , La . , (826) , 1206 : 7 . ] 
10635 . I f  yo ' have a house to  rent an ' can ' t have no luck in keepiDg people 

Ia � t .  prob ab ly someone had tricked yo ' with de hous e , ah could tell yo' how to 
�aighten i t  [ out , the prob lem of rent ing hous e ] . All right , yo ' coald so to 
4e drug s tore an ' buy yo ' self a cake of  alum , b uy yo ' self a cake of cawpbur gaa. 
Clll£ dat cake o f  camphor gum in fo ' part s . Put one of those p arts muter J01 front 
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do ' s tep . Put one of  dose part s in de right-hand corner of  de hous e as yo ' walk 
in , an ' one of dose parts in de lef t-hand corner , den put one in dis las t corner 

TO RENT TRICKED HOUSE - BUY ALUM AND CAMPHOR GUM 
CUT LATTER INTO 4 PARTS - FIRST PART UNDER FRONT 
DOORSTEP - SECOND IN RIGHT-HAND CORNER AS YOU ENTER 
HOUSE - THIRD IN LEFT-HAND CORNER - FOURTH IN LAST 
LEFT-HAND CORNER - COVER EACH WITH TABLESPOONFUL 
OF ALUM - THI S WILL KILL ANY CONJURE PUT IN HOUSE 

up heah - dat still is  in 
de lef t-hand corner [ the 
back-o f-the-hous e left cor
ner as you walk in ] . All 
right , af ter yo ' do dat , 
yo ' take dat alum an ' pound 
it up , with a tablespoonful 
of alum to each one of dose 

[parts ] .  An '  if dere any kinda j unk [ conj ure ] in dat house dat gives yo ' hard 
luck , dat alum an ' stull [ camphor gum] will eat it up . [ The more usual form of 
this r ite is the four-corners-of-the-hous e one , it repres enting the four aornePs 
of the woP Zd (Reve lation of St.  Jo hn the Divine , ? : 1 ) . In the pres ent rite the 
front doorstep app ears as a sub s titute for the fourth corner . To b alance this 
change the two lef t-corners are used and the symb ol i sm o f  the 3 corners (the 
Three Holy Names)  us urp s the 4 angels , 4 corners and 4 winds of  S t . John . The 
four-corner rite often b ecomes a q uincunx by adding a fifth point in the center . ]  
[ S t .  Petersb urg , Fla . , (104 9 ) , 1 7 04 : 1 . ] 

ANT BED NEAR HOUSE LUCKY 
10636 . Well , dey say dat i f  yo ' got a ant bed  roun ' 
yore hous e ,  j es '  give ' em sugah an ' feed , dey say dat 
yo ' ·11 have luck round dere , ' long as yo ' s tay dere an ' 

' long as dat ants ' bed dere . [ Fayetteville , N .  Car . , (14 28) , 2 5 7 8 : 3 . ] 
1063 7 . Go to a ants ' ne s t  an ' git  de  dirt from roun ' it an ' put it in sulphur, 

red peppah an ' table sal t , an ' wear it in yore pocket ; dey say dat give s yo ' lucL 

ANT NE ST DI RT - RED PEPPER - SALT - SULPHUR 
LUCKY WHEN WORN OR KEPT IN HOUSE 

RED ANT NEST DIRT - MIX WITH FLOUR AND MEAL 
THROW WHERE HE SLEEP S - MAKES LOVELY AND KIND 

Brings luck to yore home . [ Flor
ence , S .  Car . , (13 26) , 2 2 7 0 : 1 3 . ] 
10638 . Take de red ants ' nest  
an ' use it with flour an ' meal 
[ 3  ingredients ] .  Mix that all 

up together an ' take that an ' 
j es '  throw it  - j es '  throw it  
chew know roun ' in de room ' b out 

where he sleep at , an ' dat would make yo ' [him? ] lovely kind to ever ' b ody . [Wil
s on ,  N. Car . , (14 9 3) , 2 66 4 : 4 . ] 

10639 . An ' den ag ' in yo ' s ee where dem l ittle antses  come in yore hous e -
yo ' s ee dem antses comin ' in yore house , strollin ' in lak a little trail . Pret
ty s oon yo ' gain ' move from dere . Dey [ law ]  come an ' move yo ' out . Yo ' gain ' 

IF ANTS MOVE IN AND OUT HOUSE - YOU WILL SOON MOVE 

leave , too . 
(When you see the ants com
ing in that way . )  
In dat hous e - dey make a 
trail in dere , de l ittle 

antses , one right after de o thah , s ome comin ' an ' s ame gain ' . Dey gain ' move 
yo '  out an ' yo ' gain ' go , too . [ Brunswi ck , Ga . , ( 1 208) , 206 2 : 5 . ] 

10640.  Go to a ants ' bed an ' git dat sand an ' sprinkle it round someone ' s  
house dat chew didn ' t like an ' dat will als o caus e trouble . 

RED ANT NEST DIRT - PUT AT HOUSE - CAUSES TROUBLE 
(What kind of trouble? ) 
Like fights an ' prob ably 
would end up into killin ' . 

Oat ' s de red ants ' nes t . [ Fayetteville , N .  Car . , (1414 ) , prob ab ly 2545 : 10 . ] 
10641.  Red antses - j es '  lak i f , yo ' know , yo ' wit ' em an ' yo ' wanta git 

rid of do se people , j est anyb ody . I f  yo ' don ' t wanta put ' em on de go [b ecome 



- Hoodoo - Conj urat ion - Wit chcraft - Rootwork - 40 3 7  

a wanderer ] yo ' j est  git - dey [ ant s ] bores a ho le i n  de  ground . An ' yo ' j e st  
stay right dere an ' git  j es t  a weed [ or ]  sompin - not a s t i ck - weed o f  any kind 

BIG RED ANT IS COW ANT : COW LEGS AND HEAD AND EYE S 
STIR UP THE IR NEST - CALLING ENEMY ' S NAME - CUT 
OFF HEAD OFF 1 ANT - HEAD GOES ONE WAY - BODY GOES 
ANOTHER - SEW UP HEAD - KEEP IN YOUR LEFT POCKET 
YOUR ENEMY GOES IN DIRECTION ANT NO-HEAD PART WENT 

an ' yo ' j est  cont inue tuh 
stir when dey come out dat 
hole , j est  lak dat . An ' de 
person dat chew don ' t want , 
yo ' j est  call dere name as 
yo ' stir . Well , when yo ' 
quit st irring , now when dey 

come out , if dey comes out an ' go dis way or dat way - or dat way , dey ain ' t 
comin ' back dere any mo ' • • •  dey goin ' make [ a  new nest ] ' long as dey kin git tuh 
de  church or some place lak dat • • •  but dey g o in ' tuh l eave dat plac e .  S ee , when 
dem [ ants and ] th ings come out dat hole like dat , see dose people is go ing . 

(Tho s e  people whos e  names you called , that will drive them away . )  
Dat ' s  one de eas iest way dey ' ll go den . 
(These are b ig red ants . )  
I t ' s  a big red ant , it a cow ant. 
(Oh ! Cow ant. A cow ant? ) 
Yeah , it  mad e like a cow . When yo ' cut his  head off de other part will go 

right on , yo ' see , dis part go an ' dat part go . Well , yo ' take dat an ' yo ' s ew 
it up . 

( S ew up what? S ew up the head? ) 
Dat ' s  r ight , dat other part will keep agoing . 
{And what do you do with that head then? ) 
Yo ' call dat per son name an ' watch it . See how long he be dere . 
(You take thi s head from it  [ ant ] while you call this person ' s name . )  
You have tuh s ew it up an ' put it  in yore left pocket . 
{And that person who s e  name you called will be go ing the same way that ant ' s  

body is go ing? ) 
Jest lak he ' s go ing . 
(This is the cow ant? Why do you call them the cow ant? ) 
Dey made lak a cow . Dey got laigs lak a cow , got a haid lak a cow . Look lak 

his eyes big as a b ig head . [ Two parts of  cow ant working in opposite direct ions 
is no more wonderful than the doctor who could see a tombs tone rock in s ect ion 
IIEADBOARD OF GRAVE ANSWERS DOCTOR GLOVER BY ROCKING , p . 2 258f . , v . 3 . ] [ S t .  P eters

LEFT-FOOT TRACK - SUGAR - LARD : IN RED ANT BED 
burg , Fla . , ( 9 7 7 ) , 1 58 6 : 5 . ]  
10642 . L eft-foot track , mix 
with sugar and lard , put in red 

.ats bed ; when they 
[llobile , 8 4 1 : 2 .  ] 

remove all that , " you ' ll wander about j es '  like de ants . "  

10643 . Take red ant an ' a dirt dauber an ' put it together an ' yo ' kin make 
people f ight an ' l eave one ' nothah . Yo ' throw ' em r ight down in de road r ight 

� ANT OR ITS NE ST DIRT - DIRT DAUBER - TOGETHER 
1BIS MIXED POWDER AT PERSON ' S DOOR - CAUSES FI GHT 

in front of dey do ' . 
(What do you mean , the ant 
itself or his nest? ) 
Git up de  ant hiss elf an' 

c.t him up , an ' us e de dirt-dauber ' s  dirt - his nest . [Wilson , N.  Car . , (1503) 1 

.r SUNRISE CALL ABSENT PERSON ' S NAME 3 TIMES AT 
� RED ANT NE ST - TELL ANTS YOU WANT PERSON BACK 

2 6 6 9 : 10 . ] 
10644 . Someone i s  gpoe an ' 

yo ' kin call a person' s name 
three time s in de .arning at 

._ sunris e  [ at a nest of ] dem big red ant s es , de  b ig red ones , an '  yo '  tell dem 
wDes dat yo ' want dem to come b ack , worry dem to come b ack , an '  dey ' 11 come 
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b ack to yo ' by doin ' dat [ at ]  de big red antses bed . 

AT SUNRISE CALL AB SENT PERSON ' S NAME AT BIG RED ANT 
NEST - IN NAME OF BIBLICAL S ILAS [ ? ] - TO RETURN 

[Waycross , Ga . , (1135) , 
1846 : 5 . ] 
1064 5 . An ' den yo ' kin 
take dem b ig red antses 

Yo ' kin go dere in de day when sun ris ing , j es t  
b ack , only yo ' call h i s  name in a different way 
body ] in de Bible . 

b ed an ' run a person crazy . 
like yo ' go dere fo ' ' em tub come 
- call ing ' im in de name of  [ some-

(Who ? )  
S ilas [ ? ] .  Yo ' kin use dat name . 
(That will run them crazy? ) 
Dat will run ' em crazy [ to come home ] . [Waycro s s , Ga . , (1135) , 1846 : 6 . ] 
10646 . Take do se antses , see , ketch ' em , an ' dat [ ant ] bed dey done made -

some o f  dat [ ant ] bed yo ' see , an ' yo ' git i t  [ some of  that ant bed ] in a box 

ANTS - NEST DI RT - IN BOX BEHIND BED - RUNS CRAZY 
an ' yo ' bring it back . An '  
dey tell me yo ' j es ' keep 
dat s ittin ' ahin ' yore bed 

all de time . See . Wel l , dey s ay dat ' s j e s ' tub run yo ' crazy - yore mind bad , 
see . 

(You do that at some other person ' s bed ? ) 
Yeah , do in ' othah people harm . [Memphis , Tenn . , ( 1 54 7 ) , 2808 : 3 . ] 
1064 7 . Put menstrual cloth in ant ne st ; runs woman crazy [Mob ile , 88 7 : 1 ] . 
10648 . Well , if  somebody livin ' next do ' an ' yo ' wanta make ' em move , yo ' go 

out in de woods an ' yo ' come to a ole tree wit aplenty of dem big red piss-antses 

PISS-ANTS FROM WOODS - PUT AT PERSON ' S DOOR - MOVES 
in it , an ' ketch as many of 
' em as yo ' kin . Put ' em in 
a snuf fbox an ' carry it an ' 

put it under dere s tep s . Dey ain ' t goin ' be dere long . Dey go tta go . 
(That will run them away . )  

Yessuh ,  shore will leave dere . [Brunswick , Ga . , ( 1182 ) , 1 9 93 : 7 . ] 
1064 9 . Ah heard i f  yo ' take a ant , i f  yo ' wus tub take , if yo ' could a - j es ' 

lak a ants ' nes t .  Jes ' lak yo ' go to a ants ' den dey have made . Jes ' lak if 

SCRAPE MAN ' S FEET - PUT IN ANT NEST - MAKE HIM WALK 
LIKE ANTS - ALWAYS ON THE GO - NEVER SATI SFIED 

yore husb an ' or somp in lak 
dat would wash his feet an ' 
yo ' would scrape his feet , 
well yo ' take dis dead skin 

o f fa yore husb an ' s feet an ' take an ' put it in dis ants ' nes t .  Den dat et [ eaten ] 
by de ants an ' den dat would cause him to walk j es ' lak a ants , i f  yo ' wanta do 
somepin to him or somep in lak dat . Dat would cause de husban ' to walk j es ' lak 
de ants . 
• (What do you mean , run him away or something like that ? )  

Yeah , j es ' gives him de wanderin ' an ' sturb in ' an ' all lak dat . Jes ' lak he ' d 
love somebody an ' yo ' thought yo ' could break him - yo ' know , s top him from lov
in' ' em . Yo ' j es ' wanta do somep in ill to ' im. See , yo ' takes an ' wash his feet 
an ' git some of dis heah , yo ' know , dead skin off his feet , an ' yo ' puts it in 
dis ants ' den , an ' say den when he s tar ts tub walkin ' , he j es ' wouldn ' t be sat
isf i ed nowhere he goes , jes ' lak de ants . [ Fayetteville , N .  Car . , ( 1 3 9 1 ) , 

GET CBDMBS FROM HOUSE OF PERSON TO BE MOVED 
SPRINKLE IN ANT BED - PERSON WILL SOON MOVE 

24 9 7 : 14 . ] 
10650 . S eek around until yo ' find 
one of do se big red ants ' bed j est  
as near de house as yo ' kin find 

i t . Take an '  go d ere an ' me s s  around d i s  fellah ' s house o r  his  table where yo ' 
kin git holt o f  some of de crumb s dat was cooked fo ' dat fami ly . Take dem crumb s 
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an ' go  an ' sprinkle ' em in dat ants ' b ed .  In a few days dat fellah will leave 
dere - take a not ion tuh move if he nevah have thought o f  movin ' - because dem 
l it t le ant s  git tuh totin '  dem crumb s in an ' out de hous e .  He ' ll git ready an ' 
go tuh movin ' j est like dem crumb s - like dem ants is movin ' round wit de crumb s 
he ' ll move den . Dat ' s  whut dey tell me . [Waycro ss , Ga . , (1129 ) , 1835 : 3 . ] 

10651 . Jes ' take it ovah heah . Yo ' know where dey [ ants ] make a bed , yo ' 
know . An ' yo ' go dere an ' git dat b ed . Gotta s ift de ant s , not let ' em be in 

S I FT  ANT-NE ST DIRT - ADD WATER - MAKE DOUGH 
SUN BAKD - BREAK OFF P IECE - THROW WHERE 
VICTIM LIVES - CANNOT REST - MUST LEAVE HOME 

dere . An '  git some watah an '  make 
' bout enough lak yo ' make corn 
br ead , yo ' know , an ' lay it out 
somewhere in de sun an ' let it 
bake , git hard . An ' den yo ' take 

it up an ' break o f f  a p iece of dat dirt , an ' lak yo ' wrap it up in a papah heah , 
an ' yo ' takes dis man , whoevah ' t is , no t let him see it , an ' tro ' it where he 
live at . Why he couldn ' t rest , yo ' know , j es '  lak de antses , he couldn ' t rest 
nowhere he ' d  be , aftah dat place . 

(You s imply take this ant ' s [nest dir t ]  after you dry it up and scatter it 
around his house , to make him all upset l ike the ant s . And he has to leave? ) 

Yes . [Wilson , N .  Car . , (1509) , 2 6 7 7 : 11 . ] 
1 06 5 2 .  Dey j es '  take de red ant s  an ' make 

know nuthin about it . Yo ' know , dey may make 

RED-ANT STOP S YOUR MAKING WATER - KILLS YOU 

a t ea , yo ' see . Well , yo ' don ' t 
some iced tea or lemon tea or 
somep in lak dat an ' give it to yo ' , 
or coffee . Yo ' don ' t know when 
yo ' got it , but it will come to 

real ly kill yo ' - s t op yo ' from makin ' watah , see . 
(That will s t op you from making wat er . )  
Yo ' can ' t make no mo ' watah . [ Savannah , Ga . , ( 1 26 1 ) , 214 3 : 7 . ] 
10653 . Live ant s put in person [ probab ly done by putt ing ant s  in food ] 

[Wilmington , 7 5 : 7+8 5 ] . 
10654 . I f  yore daught er ma ' ys a man dat chew don ' t want her ma ' y  him , if yo ' 

don ' t [want ] him tuh have her , an ' she goin ' do it anyhow , ovah yore control , yo ' 

IF A DAUGHTER MARRIES A MAN HER MOTHER DI SLIKES 
MOTHER GOES TO RED ANT NEST - CATCHES BOTTLEFUL 
YAKES TO YOUNG DOGWOOD TREE - TIES LONG WHITE 
srRING INTO 9 KNOTS - WRAP S IT ROUND THAT TREE 
DOWNWARD TO ROOT S - DRAWS TIGHT - TIES IT THERE 
CARRIES ANT S TO HOUSE WHERE DAUGHTER AND MAN LIVE 
EMFl'IES ANT S SAYING : AH MEANS FO ' DIS MAN TUH 

.:zAVE YO ' IN A HURRY - AS FAST AS DEBE ANTS IS 

�..Ai/LIN ' ON DE GROUND ETC. - LETS OUT ANT S - ANT S 
1iiLL LEAVE HOUSE - IN A FEW DAYS DAUGHTER I S  HOME 

go tuh a great b ig red ant 
nes t . Dem b ig red ants , on 
a sand hill where dey be - a 
b ig red ant b ed . Yo ' ketch 
up a bottle of ' em or a buck
et o f  ' em ,  whut [what ever ] 
yo ' kin git ' em in , where 
dey can ' t git out . Den go 
tuh a young dogwood tree dat 
grows , a young dogwood tree , 
j es '  one , one or two yeahs 
ole - a l il '  young one dat 

sprout up . Yo ' goes an ' take yo ' a long white thread-string an ' t ie yo ' nine 
kDots in it , j es '  lak dat . Yo ' go tuh a young dogwood tree at chure fara . Yo ' 
.eedn ' t  bother tuh cut it up . Take dat thread- string an ' goes roun ' an' roan' 
am' roun ' down tuh de root . Wrap it roun ' dere an ' draw it t ight , roun' an' rouo' . 
ne it dere . 

Take dem ant s an ' come back an ' go up tuh de hous e wit dem ants , an' ..,a. i£ 
J01 want de man tuh leave , yo ' says , "Ah means fo ' dis man tuh lea1Pe yo '  iD a  
� ,  as fast as dese ant s is crawl in ' on de ground . "  Dem ants dooe ao oa£a 
liere at once . 

An '  if no t ,  yo ' kin say , "Ah want chew tuh come back home tuh .all boaae , vbere 
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yo ' left out o f ,  as fas t as dese ants is  runnin ' on de ground . Ah mean yo ' no t 
tuh walk back .  Ah mean fa ' yo ' tuh run back . " Yo ' let dem an ts out . Let dem 
ants out dere in de yards , an ' firs t thing yo ' know , dem ants g a in '  tear right 
off [ run away as fas t as pos s ible ] .  Yo ' kin watch ' em,  see ' em,  tear right outen 
de house , leavin ' dat way , gain ' . Dey ain ' t gain ' undah de house . Dey gain ' 
from de house , every time . 

Well ,  den yo ' turn loose dem ants an ' do dat way lak dat , an ' in ab out six ,  
seven o r  eight days , natchly [naturally ] see , somepin gi t wrong in d e  hous e an ' 
she gi t dis satis fied , she gather up her clo thes an ' come back home . 

An ' if no t - now if  yo ' mean fa ' him tuh go , he ' ll slip o f f  de hous e an ' he ' ll 
go tuh his home . He ' s  gone . An ' de do gwood tree wit dem nine kno ts an ' de 
s trings , dat ' s is down on him .  Dat dogwood tree dat yo ' go out dere , an ' dem 
nine kno ts in dat white  s tring dat chew wrap round dere tigh t  an ' tie it round 
dat dogwood , dat dogwood is fa ' him ,  dat ' s down on him .  Yo ' ain ' t go tta  do dat 
fa ' her , if yo ' daugh ter come back . Yo ' go ahead an ' talk tuh ' em [ ants ] wheu 
yo ' gi t dem ants bed , turn ' em loose in de house an ' say ,  "Ah want chew come back 
home fas t dese ants is runnin ' way from dis house . "  

( In other words , you are sending the man away and bringing your daugh ter back? ) 
Yo ' send de man away , unders tand , an ' let her s tay dere i f  yo ' wanta . Yo ' 

make him leave her . [ Fayet teville , N .  Car . , ( 1433) , 2 5 9 8 : 1 . ] 
10 6 5 5 . Mah paw [ father ] said you could go to a hot [ busy ] red ant s '  bed an ' 

get dem red antses an ' bake i t  in some bread an ' give it to a houn ' dwag an ' 

HOUND DOG FED RED-ANT-BREAD TREE S  ' PO S SUMS 
make ' im tree ' pos sum .  
[ This i s  general folklore , no t hoo
doo , but it was too good to omi t ! 

Bes ides mayb e the hound was hoodooed ! For ano ther rite to make dog hunt bet ter 
by  feeding him ants , see the following rite , No . l0656 . ] 

(Your father told you that . )  [ S t . Pe tersburg , Fla . , ( 10 2 2) , 1 6 54 : 6 . ] 
106 5 6 . Yo ' take dat an ' pound it up an ' put it in his ratche t [ rations ] .  

Take dat big ants , ke tch three o f  ' em ,  an ' pound it up an ' give him [hunting dog ] 

3 HORSE ANTS - RED OR BLACK - IN DOG ' S FOOD 
3 TIMES DAILY - MAKE S HIM A BETTER HUNTER 

a lit tle b i t  every three time a day 
to each meal , an ' he ' ll hunt an ' 
search every place j es '  lak dat 
ants will do . Go in every lit tle 

hole an' corner . He don ' t s tay long at one place . 
CWhat kind of ants do they us e? Did you say ? )  
Dey call ' em d e  horse ants , great big ole horse ants . Dey ' s red an ' black .  

[A larse red ant or a large black ant is  called a horse ant . ] [ Sumter , S .  Car . , 
(1361) . 2401 : 1 . ] 

10657 . Ah tell yo ' ' b out 
an' want him tuh be bad , yo ' 

a red ant ' s  bed . If  yo ' got a dog in yore yard 
kin put nine red ants '  in some bread an ' give ' im.  

9 RED ARTS FED TO WATCHDOG MAKE S HIM VICIOUS 
Yo ' couldn ' t even come in dat 
yard where he wus . Dat dog would 
tear yo ' up . [ Brunswick , Ga . , 
( 1 2 08) , 206 2 : 4 . ] 

9 Alit'S IR HIS LIQUOR FOR HIS LOVE AND MONEY 10658 . Go to a b ig ants bed an ' 
git nine antses an ' put ' em in 

so.e likker. an' let ' em ' s olve [ diss olve ] in dat likker , an ' give it to a man 
an '  he ' ll s tay vid �hew an '  give yo ' all his money . [ Fayetteville , N .  Car . ,  

3 BIG RED Alit'S Ill BO'rl'LE BURY AT STEP S 
TO BREAlt. UP FAMILY Vll'HIN AND MOVE IT 

( 1443) , 2 614 : 6 . ] 
10659 . Yo ' ke tch one dese big ones -
big red ones - an ' yo ' take three o f  
' em an ' p u t  it [ them] i n  a bot tle , dese 
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red ant ses . Yo ' put ' em in a bottle , three , an ' b uries it tuh de s tep s . Dat ' s  
tuh b roke up de house an ' family an ' make dem move out . [ Savannah , Ga . , ( 1262) , 
2144 : 8 . ] 

10660 . Jes ' lak ah wants tuh rent d i s  home , yo ' see , an ' yo ' wants tuh rent 
it . Well , yo ' got de mos t  money . Well , ah haven ' t  got very much money . Wel l , 

9 ANTS INTO HOUSE TO KEEP PERSON FROM RENTING IT 
yo ' go tuh a ant bed an ' git 
about nine of  dose ant s , an ' 
yo ' slip i t  in dis empty 

b uildin ' , see , unbeknows t tuh me . An ' den yo ' ll rent it an ' ah won ' t .  
(You mean you ' ll get the house and I won ' t get it?  O r  what ? )  
[My que s tion shows h e  has the cart before the horse ! ]  
Dat ' s  right . Ah ' ll rent de house an ' yo ' won ' t .  But chew got chure money , 

but ah haven ' t  got i t  [my money ] . [My informant puts ants into  the house , I see 
them and do not rent the b uilding , unless I cons ider ants in the house lucky . I 
keep my money , he spends his on rent . ] [Memphis , Tenn . , ( 1 556) , 2821 : 2 . ]  

9 MORNINGS URINATE OR POUR YOUR URINE INTO 
BIG RED ANT NEST FOR BLADDER TROUBLE 

10661 . Anyone dat have a weak b lad
der dataway or bad kidneys lak dat , 
use dere chamber lye t o  de ant nes t  
fo ' nine mawnin ' s  an ' it  would s t op .  

Dat b i g  red ant nes t .  [ S umter , S .  Car . , ( 1384) , 2462 : 10 . ] 
1066 2 . Anvi L dus t mixed with quicksi Lver [ of ten tinfoil , s ometimes the scrap-

ings from back of mirror , rarely real quicks ilver ] worn in pocket for gamb ling 

f..NVIL DUST - QUICKSIL VER - FOR GAMBL ING LUCK 

APOSTLES 12 NAMES AND PSALM 70 WRITE 
EVERY CHANGE OF MOON - WEAR TO P ROTECT 

luck . [Memphis ,  Tenn . , ( 969) , 
1 5 68 : 17 . ] 
1066 3 . Write names o f  12  Ap os t
les , p in them on you , and also 
write P s alm 7 0 . Write them every 
t ime the moon change s . T ake off 

the old one and put on the new ones for prote c tion . [ S ince the moon is new , the 
charm must b e  renewed . ]  [Memphis , Tenn . , ( 960) , 1546 : 10 . ] 

BARREL OF GUN RUBBED WITH CRAB APPLE 
DOES NOT SHOOT STRAIGHT 

10664 . I heard a old person say one time 
you take a c rab apple and rub the tube or 
the barrel o f  anyone ' s  gun , it  will not 
shoot direc tly as it has been [=  it will 

not shoot s t raight ] .  [ Fredericksburg , Va . , ( 44) , by Ediphone . ]  
1066 5 .  Git chew a apple , one dese b ig delic ious apple . Hull i t  out . Aftah 

hullin ' dis apple out , git s ome oil of  clover , oil o f  verbena , Florida Watah 

APPLE CORED : INSERT OIL OF CLOVER - OIL OF VERBENA 
FLORIDA WATER - HONEY - MAN ' S  NAME ON PARCHMENT PAPER 
PLANT IN FLOWER POT WITH GROWING FLOWER - AS THAT 
FLOWER GROWS THE AB SENT HUSBAND OR MAN RETURNS 

[ trade name ] , put tin ' it 
down on dat dere app le 
wit s ome honey an ' his 
name on de parchment 
papah , an ' put dat in a 
flower pot - one dose 

flower pot whut chew s ee on de p o ' ch . An ' plantin ' de flower in dat , an ' set
tin ' de flower in dat apple , an ' as hit  grows , yo ' ll [husband or man ] fin ' lly 
come back home . [New Orleans , La. , ( 1560) , 285 2 : 8 . ] 

10666 . Yo ' done used de cof fee whut ' s  in it [ can ] , chew know , er [or]  dump 
dat cof fee out an ' git chew a large apple . Hull i t  out , hull de core out of it , 

APPLE CORED : INSERT CINNAMON - HONEY - NAME ON 
PARCHMENT PAPER - LID ON CAN - PERSON FOLLOWS YOU 

yo ' unders tand an '  den yo'  
git chew s ome honey • some 
cinnamon , an' par�nt paper 
an ' write chure ua.e on dat . 

Vrite whosomevah name on i t  yo ' wants t uh send de app le  tuh . Take dat box [ can ] 
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an ' close dat , er [ o r ]  pore dat honey right down in dat hole where dat parchment 
paper i s , yo ' unders tand , an ' cover dat b ox [ can ] up an ' put it down in a trunk 
o r  somewhere safe yo ' know , so ' s  [ s o  as ] ah can ' t find it . An '  yo ' kin carry me 
all ovah de country wi th dat thing . Ah ' ll follow yo ' anywher e in de world yo ' 
go . Ah don ' t ca ' where yo ' goes , ah ' ll follow yo ' , yo ' unders tand . 

(You cut thi s hole in this apple , and then you write my name on this parchmen� 
and you put that parchment in the hole in the apple? ) 

Yessuh .  
(Then you pour the honey down in there? ) 

Yes , den yo ' pore de cinnamon down in dere , an ' den yo ' pore de honey down . 
(Do you s top i t  up in any way? ) 
No , sir . Den yo ' take de top o f  de can an ' yo ' know • • • [ demons trates ] .  
(You put the apple in the tin can and then you put the top on the t in can . 

That is all you do to it ? )  
Den you put i t  in a trunk o r  drawer , somewhere yo ' know in yore room, yo ' 

unders tand , an ' man , ah ' ll fellah yo ' anywheres yo ' go . Ah can ' t git away from 
yo ' no way in de world . [Mobile , Ala . , ( 6 6 7 ) , 88 0 : 9 . ] 

1066 7 .  Wel l , for ins tance , there is two parties together , like you would 
have a daughter and her husb and and the husb and and her didn ' t look l ike they 

IF WOMAN AND MAN NOT GETTING ALONG WELL - WRITE 
HER NAME ON PARCHMENT PAPER AND HI S NAME UNDER 
CORE APPLE - PUT IN HOLE SUGAR OR SYRUP OR HONEY 
STICK IN NAMES - PLANT APPLE AND FERN IN FLOWER 
POT - POUR ON HOLY WATER - PLANT AND LOVE GROWS 

were ge tting along well , and 
you want them to b e  together . 
You get a deli cious apple and 
you will s ign his name at the 
b o t tom and her name on top on 
parchment paper . [Core the 
apple . ]  You fill that apple 

full of granulated sugar . You fill that apple full o f  syrup or honey . The 
sweeter it i s  the better i t  is . You get you some holy water , you put that fern 
down in that apple after you hull i t  out . You see , hull the delicious apple out . 
You put that fern down in there . And then after that you pour the holy water on 
top that water in that f lower po t .  Now , as that fern grow , their love grow . 

Well , that fern , that put them toge ther after s igning their name t o  it , you 
see . 

Take a delicious apple , hull i t  out wel l , take the fern and put down in there , 
in the hollow apple . Af ter put ting it in the hollow apple , then you git  you 
granulated sugar , pour it  down in there , then you put your syrup , here come de 
holy water , then the dirt b ack on the fern , you see . You see no apple at all , 
i t  i s  at the bottom . Well , if  the fern grow , their love grow ; they get along 
like two b irds in one nes t . 

(They put the hollowed- out apple in the flower pot , and the names on , they 
put that there too . That brings this man and woman together . )  [New Orleans , 

CORE APPLE - INTO PUT HONEY - SUGAR - NAME 
OF PERSON WANTED - ADD HOLY WATER FROM CATHOLIC 
CHURCH - PLANT SMALL FERN IN CORE-HOLE - LAY 
P REPARED APPLE IN EMP TY FLOWER POT - FILL APPLE 
AND POT WITH SOIL - LOVE WILL GROW WITH FERN 

La . , ( 8 1 6 ) , 115 7 : 7 . ] 
10 668 . (How do you us e an 
apple or orange ? )  
An apple is to create love . 
(How do you do that ? )  
Taking an apple , a delicious 
apple , hulling it out ; taking 

any kind o f  fern and put t ing down into the b o t tom of that apple . 
(The plant , the fern - f -e-r-n? ) 
Absolut ely , putt ing it  down in the apple and getting some honey - making it 

as swee t as pos s ible - granulated sugar , holy water from the Catholi c  Church , 
pouring down in that , pres s ing the flowerpot up wi th mud , putt ing the individual 
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name there that you want into that apple and as the fern grow , as the love grow . 
( I  s ee . ) [New Orleans , La . , ( 87 9 ) , 1449 : 5 . ] 
10669 . To hold man , cut a p iece o f  the shirt from under his arm. "Or cut i t  

under h i s  a rm  w ' are [where ] h i s  s trength lays . A man s trength lays into his arm , 

ARMPIT - STRENGTH COMES FROM 
under his arm. That ' s  w ' are all his , your odor 
come from , from de s trength from his arm . " [ In 
this s ame item as an illus tration o f  the ab ove : 

a b ull put 
s trong for 

106 7 0 .  

near a c u t  s teer will kill the latter b e cause the hull ' s  o d o r  is too 
the s teer . [ Richmond , Va . , ( 3 8 5 , part b lack , part Indian) , 330 : 2 . ] 
Git de b one from a dead p erson an ' i t ' s  lucky to yuh ,  ' cardin ' tuh 

whut kinda luck yo ' want . Jes ' lak i f  yo ' wanta , yo ' go tta gi t a di f f ' ren ' kind 

ARTICLE BONE FROM DEAD PERSON I S  LUCKY 
OBSOLETE WORD ARTICLE = JOINT OF THE BODY 

o f  b one , a certain p art o f  b one from 
a pers on . Yo ' kin use a person ' s 
teeth from de [ dead ] b o dy fo ' luck , 
but i t ' s  go tta  be  ground . Co ' se [ o f  

cours e ]  doctors will grind ' em [b ones f rom the dead ] fo ' yo ' b ut yo ' know dey 
kinda s cared on ' counta de laws ab out dat , b ut chew kin git a b one from de wris t .  
Dat ' s  whut dey call a article bone [article  is ob s olete word for a "j oint  o f  the 
b ody" ] .  Dey kin use dat an ' wrap it up in flannel , but yo ' go tta use all dese 
di ff ' ren ' things . Wrap it up in flannel an ' carry it around in yore pocket . Yo ' 
don ' use anything on dat [wris tbone ] fo ' luck . An '  den yo ' kin git  a b one from 
de laig . Dat ' s de smaller b one , de front b one . Yo ' kin git a smaller b one f rom 
a person ' s laig an ' use it an ' i t ' s  fo ' b ad luck fo ' yo ' enemies things . [ This 
should have b een placed under BONES FROM THE DEAD pp . 3407-3419 , v . 3 . ] [Memphis , 
Tenn . , ( 1 5 18) , 269 7 : 1 . ] 

106 7 1 .  Put  red peppah in 
put red peppah in dere shoes 

dere shoes ; i t ' s  go tta  be pod p eppah .  I f  yo ' can ' t 
[ shoes guarded too well ] , yo ' kin git chew some o f  

ASAFETIDA AND BORACIC WATER IN ENEMY ' S  PATH 
OR RED PEPPER POD IN HIS SHOES - LOSE JOB 

dis asafitidy [ asafetida ] . Dat ' s  
plain as afitidy an ' dis heah b o r
acic watah , an ' use i t  an ' sprinkle 
it aroun '  anywhere dat dey have tuh 

cros s ,  anywhere in dere p ath . Yo ' kin use dat to make ' em lose o ut [ lo s e  a j ob 
or have b ad luck ] . [Memphis , Tenn . , ( 1518) , 2696 : 2 . ] 

ASAFETIDA - 2 GOLDEYED NEEDLES 
CROSSED IN - GAMBLING 

ASAFETIDA - SULPHUR - IN 4 
CORNERS OF ROOM - TO MOVE 

ASAFETIDA - IN RED FLANNEL 
�ED URINE - GAMBLING 

AXE TURNS CYCLONE 

AXE AT CROSSROAD OVER 
SHOULDER TO CHANGE LUCK 

10672 . As f i tadee in b ag ;  s ti ck two goldeyed 
needles in cros sways for luck in gamb l ing . 
[Mob ile , Ala . , ( 7 00 or  701) , 9 5 2 : 14 . ] 
10673 . Take s ome cayenne pepper and asafeda
t ee and s ulphur , and as soon as you get a chance , 
put it in each four corners o f  the room , and 
they ' ll have to move o ut . Can ' t s tay there .  
[ Richmond , Va . , ( 3 50) , 391 : 2 . ] 
106 7 4 .  Asafetida in red flannel [bag ,  o r  har� 
o r  mojo ] .  Urinate on that [ from time t o  t ime 
t o  feed i t , give i t  p ower ] . Keep it . Lucky 
in gamb l ing . [Memphis , Tenn . , ( 961) , 1550 : 4 . ] 
106 7 5 . Why yo ' take de axe an ' de cyclone c� 
in ' , an ' yo ' s ti ck it in de groun ' an ' dat ' ll 
turn it . [Memphis , Tenn . , ( 15 2 9 ) , 2 733 :8. ] 
1067 6 .  Ah hear ' d  dey take a axe an '  carry it 
down tuh de fo ' ks o f  de road an '  throw it back 
ovah yuh haid , ovah yuh shou1dah , an' don' t 
nevah even look b ack at i t . Clata den dat ' ll 

change yuh luck. [Waycro s s , Ga . , ( 106 0) , 1719 : 15 . ] 
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106 7 7 . And if she can have the baby , they ' ll fix her so she ' ll tie . Well , 
she ' ll go wi th her husb and - make her go wi th her husb and like that - and make 

BABY HOODOOED BEFORE BIRTH 
DOCTOR CUTS IT UP TO SAVE MOTHER 

it cross . Al l they do is they put s omepin 
on her husb and and it get on her . She ' d  have 
to carry that baby overt ime . She carry that 
baby overtime and that baby ' ll get all up in 

a knot and get all doubled up ; it can ' t come . If  it will s tart to come , i t  comes 
foot foremo s t  - the but t  will come out firs t .  Well , she crossed. You see , the 
but t  shove out firs t .  Well , she ' s done crossed and the doctor have to take his 
tools and cut the baby up to save her ; to get it out , you see . [ This woman , 
whose baby was cut from her , was fixed by another woman who put s omething on the 
baby ' s  father to carry home to cross his wife , so that the baby would be tied ! ] 

[New Orleans , L a . , ( 8 2 6 a) , 1212 : 5 . ] 
BACK : A PERSON ' S 

MAN TIES 9 KNOT S IN STRING 
TIES TO BACK OF WOMAN ' S CLOTHE S 

106 7 8 .  Yo ' got a girl friend an ' yo ' like her . 
Yo ' tie nine kno ts in a s tring an ' pin it in 
her back [ on her clo thes in back ] while yo ' 
levin ' her . Pin it in de back .  Tie nine kno ts 
in it an ' pin it in her back while yo ' levin ' 

WHILE HE I S  LOVING HER 

her , be huggin ' an ' kis sin ' her . 
(What will that do ? )  
That will make her love yo ' . 
(You yoursel f take the s tring ? )  
Yes sir , tie nine knots i n  it an ' pin it i n  d e  back like yo ' got chure arm 

around her . 
(You have to  pin it on her back clo thing , and that ' s  to make her love you . 

How do you mean make her love you? ) 
Well , that makes happ iness wit yo ' an ' her . [ For woman to tie a silver dol-

lar into a man ' s shi rttail while he is loving her , compare , p.  . ,  v • •  ] 
[Waycros s ,  Ga . , (1075) , 1 7 41 : 6 . ] 

106 79 . Well , ah take dat [ foo t ]  track now , and ah put it in de b o t tle , see . 
Ah taken a ' leven bi rdsho t .  

(Number 11 ? )  
' Leven bi rdshot , dat [ i s ]  l i t tle sho t .  
(Eleven o f  them . ) 

Dat ' s  to we ight ' em down . Ah come here tomorrow and b ring you my b o t tle , ah 
show you.  Ah put eleven in dere an ' ah takes , gets s ome needles . [Ah ]  take , 

BACK : TO BRING A PERSON 
AH KIN SHOOT A MAN AWAY AND 

AH KIN BRING HIM BACK 
AH GIVE YOU TRA VELING YEARS 

[ ah ]  put in , see . Dat [ i s ]  two par ts o f  one • • •  
lis ten now , ah takes a piece o f  wheat s traw .  Ah 
put two needles in one s traw an ' ah name dat him .  
(You put a needle in the wheat straw? )  
Naw ,  sir . Ah put dem two s traws i n  dat needle dis 
way [ demons trates ] .  
(You put the needles into the s traws . )  
Yes . Firs t , ah want to put two s traws together . 

Ah put one edge together , see , j us t  like dat [ demons trates ] .  Then ah write his 
name three t ime s . Ah write it down on dat s traw [ ! ]  three times , see now . Write  
i t  down on d a t  s traw and ah say , "Lis ten , now • • • " Ah don ' t put no curse on  ' em .  
Say ,  " Ah  kin g ive you fourteen years o r  twenty-one years . See , j us t  what your 
time , ah give you trave ling years . " When dat twenty-one years , after dat twen ty
one years , you coming back .  And [ I ]  name de day he coming back .  See . And ah 
put dat name dere . Dat sho t holds ' em down in dat b o t tle wi th de cork shut tight. 
Ah take s  s ome p a s te and ah j us t  pas te on dat s topper . An ' dis man , well he ' s  a 
gone boy . He ' s  gone away from here . If he don ' t move ins ide of nine days , den 
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ah ' ll take an ' look to his house . If  he ' s  dere , ah ' ll take my gun along with 
nine buckshot an ' ah shoot him loose . Ah ' ll b reak dat glas s [bottle ] .  Den when 
ah b reak dat glass , he go anyhow . 

See , dere ' s  certain things we use on a man some time ; but [ if ]  you can ' t do 
much with him ,  you can ' t move him ,  you • • •  

(What sort o f  gun do you tr,ick him with ? Jus t an ordinary gun ? )  
Yes , ordinary gun , b u t  ah wanta show you how ah load it . You see , when ah 

come back here , ah b ring you 3-4 [ 3  or 4 ]  things - show you all ah do . Get all 
and bring more too . Ah kin shoot a man away and ah kin b ring him back. 

Ah kin bring a man back , now . Ah takes three peppers . You see , when you 
want to b ring a man back , you take one b o x  of r e d  pepper and bring • • •  folks back. • • 
don ' t care how long dey gone . Well , if you take a little glass [mirror or glass 
tumbler ? ] and you see how dat man ' s track in dere and he b een gone for so many 
years , you kin b reak dat glas s and he ' ll come . Get de idea ? Take dat paper 
and write de name nine times [ on the paper ] and you put nine p ieces o f  dat pep
per in dere [ the paper ] ' fore sunrise , and you roll dat [ paper ] to you , and you 
tie it [ rolled paper ] tight , an ' ' f ore sunrise you burn it up . Ah guarantee 
he ' ll come right dere . [Norfolk , Va . , ( ? ) , 4 51 : 2 . ] 

BACKWARDS :  WALK AWAY FROM COUNTERACT ANT 

an '  walk backwards . [ Sumter , S .  Car . , 
1068 1 .  Dey say when yo ' go tub put 

go backwards three s tep s or nine s tep s 

BACKWARD S :  WALK 3 OR 9 STEP S AND WI SH 
AFI'ER PUTTING DOWN SOMETHING 

FOR VICTIM TO WALK OVER 

[Florence , S .  Car . , (1293) , 2193 : 6 . ] 

10� 80 . Well , j es '  
poison yo ' an ' yo ' 
[ to counteract it ] 

( 1340) , 2317 : 4 . ] 

lak i f  someb ody 
puttin ' s tuff down 
yo ' j es '  put it down 

down somp in to a person ' s house , yo ' kin 
an ' j es '  put it down an ' make yore wish 

an ' walk away from it an ' don ' t look 
back until yo ' git to where yo ' live . 
(That is  i f  you are put t ing down some
thing for a person to walk over? ) 
Yeah an ' harm ' em.  Dat evil work . 

10682 . If  yo ' git up in de mawnin ' befo ' 
vards f o ' nine s t ep s  an ' make a wish to that 

sunrise an ' walk out chure do ' back
effect  fo ' whut chew want done , it 

will come t rue . Come in de 
house an ' nevah look back .  BACKWARDS : WALK OUT DOOR 9 STEP S BEFORE SUNRI SE 

MAKE A WISH - WALK FORWARDS BACK INTO HOUSE 
NEVER LOOKING BACK - DO THI S 9 MORNINGS 

Jes ' come right  st raight far
wards back in de house an ' 
nevah look back fo ' nine mawn

in' s .  Yo ' gotta do dat fo ' nine mawnin ' s . [ Sumter , S .  Car . , (1365) , 2409 : 10 . ] 
10683 .  They j us t  shake their f inger a '  chah and you ' ll have bad luck as  

long as you live , if you act impudent to  an  old person . They call that put ting 

EAD !-!OUTH : A TYPE OF CURSE 
a bad mouth on you . [ For other bad mouth express
ions , see margin title BAD MOUTH , pp . 255-257 , v. l . ] 
[ Snow Hill , Md . , (85 , informant from near Ricb.oud . 

Ya • •  where express ion common) , 1 : 5 . ] 
10684 . I f  a person wishes you bad luck it ' s  a very destructive thing . [ Fred

ericksburg , Va . , (44) , by Ediphone . ]  
10685 . What do you do with the banana peeling ? )  
A banana peeling i s  some thing you burn , that ' s  something t o  burn .  Yoa can 

� a banana peeling and burn i t , and take it after i t ' s  powdered . aDd yoa can 

'"AliA PEEL ING POWDER INWARDLY CAUSES SYMP TOMS 
BIDICAL DOCTORS CALL HEART TROUBLE - ONLY HOODOO 

make a per son heart - the 
doc tor [ an  K. D .  ] 'be -.ring 
that a person got heart trou
b le - by feed:iJa& •e. or giv-
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ing them that banana peeling [powder ] in water to drink . And they be s i ck ,  and 
don ' t need no thing else b ut that b anana peeling , and the doctor b e  swearing that 
person ' s got ordinary heart trouble . And when you stop giving it to ' em,  s top 
feeding it to ' em ,  there won ' t be no mo re trouble . [Presumab ly thi s is believed 
to be a devi ce by whi ch a hoodoo doctor gives a person heart troub l e  and then 
cures him. ] [New Orleans , La . , ( 8 28) , 12 19 : 4 . ] 

BANANA OIL - DICE SOAKED IN 
10686 . Person running a gambling house soaks dice 
in b anana oil to make cus tomers los e .  [Presumab ly 
this belief is b ased up on the b elief or fact ab out 

a banana peeling being s lippery . ] [Memphis , Tenn . , ( 9 6 5) , 1559 : 7 . ] 
1068 7 .  [There are two types o f  b aths in HOODOO : the ordinary b ath to clean 

yours el f ,  the real bath water , and the ceremonial bath for numerous purp oses 
such as gamb l ing luck (see PARSLEY in thi s section) , for heal th ,  love , etc . ] 

BATH WATER OF VICTIM BOTTLED - IN SUN - ITCH AND BURN 
Stop up bath water in a 
b ottle , set i t  in sun 
until hot and foamy , add 

salt and pepper ; you ' 11 b egin to itch and burn , "you have come under thei r curse ." 

BOTTLED BATH WATER - BURIED - CAUSES WASTING DISEASE 
[Washington , D . C . , 82 2 : 6 . ] 
10688 . Af ter you have 
taken a b ath , they can get 

some of that water and s top it up in a bot tle , and of course they can bury that , 
and that wi ll cause your b ody to dry up and was te away - something like you have 
a was ting disease . [New Orleans , La . , ( 8 55) , 134 7 : 6 . ] 

10689 . They skim de b ath water an ' they cooks that in wi th de  husb and ' s  food 
an ' that ' ll make him have a weak s tomach . He wi ll always feel s i ck an ' he won ' t 

MAN ' S  BATH WATER COOKED IN HI S FOOD - MAKE S SI CKLY 
TIES UP HIS NATURE - STOP S HIS RUNNING AROUND 

A REVERSAL RITE : DIRT ON OUT SIDE PUT ON THE INSIDE 

want to go anywhere an ' per
hap s - de woman do that to 
keep him at home , to keep 
him from running around . 
I t  ties up his naahure [ na

ture ] . He don ' t have any feeling towards her at all , no mo re than a - b e  a slave 
in de home for her , whi le she ' ll b e  out running around wi th di f ferent other guys . 
That puts her t o  be free amongs t men an ' him a slave at home . Us e de bath water . 
[New Orleans , La . , ( 8 0 9 ) , 113 5 : 6 . ] 

106 9 0 . [Here is one o f  the great meas uring 
helical . Though in formant explains everything 

rites in HOODOO , simple and s� 
in the fi rst  paragraph , there is  

CUT NEW STICK FROM BAY TREE - MAKE 3 FEET LONG 
LAY IT FLAT ON GROUND - ONE END TOUCHING VI CTIM ' S 
DOORSTEP - OTHER END POINTING OUTWARD - STEP AND 
STICK FORM LETTER " T" OR TAU CROS S - A CROSS IS  
PUT ON VICTIM IMMEDIATELY - HOLDING OUTER END OF 
STICK TO GROUND - LIFT UP END AT STEP - CIRCLE 
IT FORWARDS AND LAY IT ON THE GROUND - YOU ARE 
NOW OUT 6 FEET FROM STEP - CIRCLE IT TWICE MORE 
YOU HAVE MADE THRBE TURNS = 12 FEET FROM STEP S 
EACH "TURN'' = SEMICIRCLE = SUNRISE TO SUNSET 
MEASUREMENT ENDED - IMMEDIATELY DRIVE STICK INTO 
RUNNING WATER - ALL MUST BE DONE BEFORE SUNRI SE 

more here than meets the eye 
at a qui ck glance . ]  
I heard one dat yo ' cud git  
a bay s t i ck - lak yo ' wan ted 
to run someb ody away from a 
place - git a bay s ti ck ,  an ' 
go to dey hous e early in de 
morning ' fore de sun ri se . 
Use it dere . Measure o f f  
space . An '  measure o f f  three 
turns from i t . [Meas ure four 
s t i ck lengths away from the 
door - s ee Zater . ] Go to de 
running s tream of watah an ' 

drive i t  in dat runnin ' s tream o f  watah . An '  long as dat watah runs he runs . 
(You get a s tick from a fig [bay ] tree . How long did you s ay it was ? ) [ I f  

the length had b een given , i t  was b e fore reco rding b egan .  Now I wan t informant 
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t o  repeat . ]  
Have to b e  three feet long . 
(I didn ' t unders tand what you meant by meas uring . [Here i s  another excus e 

for more detai ls . ]  Tell me what you meant by measuring . )  
Take a s ti ck from de tree as though dis match [ here ] is  [ the s ti ck ]  heah an ' 

yo ' measure i t  [ measure match to s ee that i t  is 3 feet long ] . Measure i t  lak 
dat . [ Info rmant begins to meas ure . ]  Den turn i t  over lak dat , an ' den turn i t  
ovah lak dat , three times , an ' tell him t o  go , an ' he ' ll leave , an ' yo ' g o  drive 
it [ s ti ck ]  in de water , an ' ' fore sunrise he ' ll be gone . 

(You meas ure three feet f rom the doors tep? ) 
No , yo ' s ti ck de s ti ck ri ght up to de do ' s tep an ' turn i t  ovah , an ' as yo ' 

turn it ovah yo ' be tellin ' him to go all de time . An '  aftah yo ' do dat , well 
run down to de s tream of water an ' j es '  as fas t as yo ' go to dat s tream of water , 
where i t ' s  runnin '  all de time , well dat ' s  j es '  as fas t as he goin ' leave town .  

(As i f  you were measuring a p i ece of cloth or s omething , you keep turning 
the rule [ s tick ] over , three times . You turn this s ti ck over three times right 
from the doors tep away from his hous e . ) 

Runs him away . 
(You have to go out and cut this s tick . ) 

anywhere , i t  i s  new wood , freshly cut . ] 
( This i s  not a s ti ck you pick up 

Ga tta go out an ' cut i t , cut it exac t ly three feet . [ S t .  Petersburg , Fla . , 
( 10 2 7 ) , 16 71 : 15 . ] 

1069 1 .  Dey don ' need tuh go from dey home • • • •  Yo ' see , lak mah chi l ' ren , ah 
kin s tay home an ' do dat . Ah ' ll s tay home an ' fix dat tongue an ' fix it dere , 
lak co ' t  coming out tuhmo rrow , yo ' see . Ah ' m  goin ' fix dat tuhmo rrow mawnin ' .  
[For thes e b eef tongue ri tes in court cases , see Nos . 89 56- 89 85 , pp . 3635- 3 6 5 0 , 

BEANS - RED - BUY FRE SH - READY FOR COURT TRIAL 
COME HOME - UP SET EVERYTHING IN HOUSE - THE HOUR 
COURT STARTS - KI CK OVE R THE PACKAGE OF RED BEANS 

v .  4 . ] 
(What ab out thes e red beans 
now? ) 
Now , ah ' m  home an ' ah take 
dem red b eans . Go home wi t 

a pack o f  red beans , turn ever ' thing ups ide down ; tab le an ' ever ' thing in de 
hous e go t ta be turned ups ide down . Dat ' s  in order fo ' dem tuh be all upsetted 
an '  dey cain ' t  explain deyself in co ' t . Turn de  table an ' all ups i de down . 
[ For turning every thing in hous e ups ide down , see Nos . 9 162 , 9169 , p . 3 7 09 & 3 7 10 , 
v . 4 ,  and many places . ]  

Now , de co ' t ' ll come o f f  at nine a- clock . Dey s aid nine . Now , j is ' ab ou t  de 
t ime yo ' think de co ' t ' s  comin ' o f f , all right dat ' s  when yo ' go tuh wo rk an ' 
kick dat pack of  beans ovah . Yo ' see . Dat ' ll des t roy ever ' thing . Ever ' thing 
in co ' t . [Has this anything to do with the expres s ion spi lling the beans ? ]  

BEE S - SWARM OF - TO CAP TURE - BEAT TIN PAN S 
KEEP BED SHEET OVER HEAD TO PREVENT STINGS 

yo ' go an ' gi t chew two tinpans an ' beat ' em .  

[Algiers , La . , ( 1602) , 3025 : 1 . ] 
106 9 2 .  Dey us e t inpan ' s an ' 
things for a swarm of bees . Yo ' 

s ee a swarm of b ees in de air , 

[ Uninteres ted b ecaus e this was ordinary folklore , I turned o f f  machine , but 
vhen I heard the word sheet I res tarted and explain what I had mis s ed . ] 

(You put a sheet over your head while you are beating thos e tinpans?)  
Jes ' when dey up in de  ai r ,  j es '  beat  an ' all  o f  ' em come on  yo ' , if yo' vant 

a [hive ]  of b ees . Jes ' beat ' em wit dat tinpan an ' thing an ' dey all v1ll eo.e 
oa yo ' .  An ' take an ' make yo ' s ome gumb o [ a  s oup or s tew thi ckened vith okra 
pods ] right where yo ' put ' em down at , an ' dey ' ll s tay dere an '  .ake ,o ' a hive 
an '  yo ' got chew a huve of  bees . [That word huve was a have or huve - fraa 
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hover? ] 
(What do you put that s heet over your head for ? ) 
Tuh keep ' em from s t ingin ' yo ' .  [This was new t o  me . Was that the original 

purp os e ? ] [Wils on , N .  Car . , ( 1455) , 2 6 46 : 5 . ] 
10 69 3 .  And what will she have t o  d o  [ to b ring the man b ack? ] .  All right . 

She ' ll have to get her some b enzo in . Benedict . You know , they call that b en
zoin ; some pers ons call it b enedict . See? I t ' s  a little weed . I t  grows some
thing l ike corn you unders tand . Call i t  b enedict . 

BENZOIN AND POP CORN - TO BRING BACK MAN - GRIND 
FINE - SHE PUTS IN HER MATTRESS WHERE HE HAS BEEN 
SLEEPING - WILL SLEEP WHEN HE RETURNS - LET A DOG 
SLEEP ON IT - IF NECESSARY TIE DOG THERE - DOG 
WARMS THIS MIXTURE - MAKING IT SWELL - AND WITHIN 
9 DAYS MAN WILL LEAVE OTHER WOMAN - RE TURN HOME 

[Here I turn o f f  machine un
t i l  info rmant s ays something 
ab out the French , whi ch 
s tarts machine again . ] 
(The French all it what ? )  

Benzo in . 
(You mean the French [ speak
ing people]  here in New Or
leans call it b enzoin? ) 
But i t ' s  b enedict . [ For the 

identi ty o f  this plant , see my comment at end of rite . ] You take that b enedict 
and pop corn - see , this small pop corn - and grind that up f ine , f ine , and make 
a powder out o f  i t . You unders tand . And she make a powder out o f  that . Take 
and put i t  in her mattres s , right where he go ing to s leep ; where he have been 
sleep ing at [before he lef t ] . You unders tand what I mean . And j us t  leaves i t  
there , you s ee . And g e t  her a dog , any kind o f  dog , see . And let him [ do g ]  lay 
on that . Tie him on there i f  he won ' t s tay there . Tie him on there nine days 
and he [man ] will come b ack again . 

(Well , what has that dog go t to do  with i t ? )  
That d o g  puts a heat t o  i t  somehow o r  o ther . I don ' t know , that what they 

[person who s old this sub s tance to him] told me . The dog puts a heat to i t , you 
unders tand . 

(And what happens t o  i t  then , when i t ' s  heated ? )  
When i t ' s  heated , i t  foams , see . I t  makes a foam , swell .  See , that b ed i s  

there and that corn , whats omever , i t  swells up . 
(And what will it  do i f  it  swells ? )  
After i t  swells , h e  [man ] coming b ack there . O h  yeah , he coming . He go ing 

to leave this o ther woman . That b reaks them up . 
[ Informant s ays : They aa ll  that benzoin; some person aa ll  it  benediat . • .  a li t

t le weed. It grows some thing li ke aorn [ [ surely maize = Zea Mays ] ] .  Benedict  
must be a popular or a trade name . Benzo in means one o f  two things : ( 1) I t  is 
o r  was a b alsamic res in from Styrax benzoin and o ther species o f  Styrax in Jaca , 
Sumatra , Siam ,  etc . I t  is used as a s timulant ; incens e ,  perfume , etc . ( 2) Ben
zoin is als o the name o f  a small genus o f  aromatic shrub s o f  the laurel family 
[Lauracese ] having two No rth Ameri can species with popular names : ( a) spicebush 
or spicewood and (b ) b enjamin bus h .  Informant ' s  b enzo in or b enedi c t  was prob ab ly 
anything his hoodoo drug s tore or mail- order hous e sold him. ] [New Orleans , La . , 

BERGAMOT - WINTERGREEN - RUB HAND - SHOOT CRAPS 
(850) , 1316 : 4 . ] 
10694 . Oil  o f  evergreen 
[wintergreen? ] ,  oil o f  b erga

mine [bergamot ] ,  mix those two things , rub some of it in your han ' when your 
t ime tuh shoot chure craps . [L i t tle Ro ck , Ark . , (89 7 ) , 146 9 : 2 . ]  

BERGAMOT - WINTERGREEN - WHITE ROSE PERFUME 
3 INGREDIENTS - RUB ON HAND FOR GAMBLING 

1069 5 .  Oil of bergamine [ b ergamo t ]  
and some o i l  o f  wintergreen when 
yo ' go tuh gamb l in ' ,  j is '  rub some 
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of i t  on yore han ' an ' some White Rose Perfume . [Memphis , Tenn . , ( 9 5 3) , 1 5 39 : 8 . ] 
10696 . Git oil of  Bergamine [bergamot ] an ' oil o f  cedar an ' oil o f  cloves an ' 

mix i t  all  together , an ' mop wit dat . Continually mop yore house in it an '  yo ' 
have luck that way . J is ' mop i t , mop yore whole house . [This i s  one of  many 

sarubs in HOODOO. ] 
BERGAMOT - CEDAR - CLOVES : 3 OILS - MIX - MOP (They do this for boo t legging . 

What does she do for luck to 
bring in customers ? )  [Memphis , Tenn . , ( 91 7 ) , 1485 : 10 . ] 

1069 7 .  Yo ' go to a fortuneteller or Hoodoo and pay them a certain amount of  
money to have what is known as good luck to follow your home whi le you are gone . 

UNUSUAL B IBLE RITE FROM FORTUNETELLER OR HOODOO 
GOOD LUCK TO FOLLOW YOUR HOME WHILE YOU ARE GONE 
BUY NEW BIBLE - DO NOT OPEN I T  - OPEN IN HOUSE 
FIND P S ALM 1 7 : HEAR A JUST CAUSE� 0 LORD� ATTEND 
'!'0 MY CRY - CLOSE - WALK OUT INTO CENTER OF GARDEN 
[HERE WE HAVE A QUINCUNX RITE - CENTER OF GARDEN 
BEING POINT 5 IN CENTER OF GARDEN 4 CORNER POINTS ] 
FACE EAST IN GARDEN - WALK 17 STEPS EAST - S TOP 
OPEN BIBLE - REREAD PSALM 1 7  - CLOSE BIBLE - RETURN 
IO HOUSE - AS IN ALL RITES - NO SPEAKING ALLOWED 

And i t  is s aid that she 
would tell  you for this 
amount [ o f  money given to 
her ]  to buy de B ib le and 
no t open i t . Open i t  in 
de house [ itsel f ]  and find 
de 17 division o f  Psalms , 
Psalms of  David , [ c lose 
B ib le ]  and walk in yore 
garden and git as near de 
center as possib le [here 
is a quincunx rite ! ] not 

yet opening B ib le . And turn yore face as near towards de east as possib le ,  and 
valk 1 7  s teps and s top , and read de 1 7  division o f  de P salms , and den c lose de 
book . And no harm will be fall yore home or nuthin wil l  happen to yore wi fe . 

(This i s  to sort of  to protect your family ; especially i f  a man is going away 
from home ? )  

Yes , that ' s  on leaving home . The s ame thing holds good , d e  wuman tole me , i f  
a .an ' s wi fe leaves him and h e  wants her t o  return . [Mobile , Ala . , ( 6 7 5 ) ,  892 : 1 . ] 

10698 . [ Unlike the preceding rite , a hoodoo one , this following example can 
be religious , though mechanical . These I often did no t collect or collected 

later discarded . ]  I f  it  
lEAD CERTAIN PSALMS - LORD ' S PRAYER - AGAINST HARM wus me an ah thought some-

body wus tryin ' tuh harm me , 
.h' d git de B ib le an ' ah ' d  read de 4th chapter of  P salms ; from de 4th chapter o f  
Psalms t o  de 1 7 th chapter of  P s alms . Ah ' d  read de 4th chap ter o f  Psalms espec
ially . Den ah ' d  read de 1 1th chapter of  Psalms and de 8th chapter of Psalms . 
AD' all de time ah readin ' dem P salms , why don ' t forgit de prayer - de Our 
Pather Prayer. [B runswick , Ga . , ( 11 7 5 ) ,  1986 : 5 . ]  

1069 9 .  Well , yo ' wants tuh win . Wherever yo ' goin ' yo ' wants tuh win . Yo ' 
� into de gamb lin '  p lace an ' yo ' t akes a B ib le an ' read de 2 3rd Psalms . Repeat 

it  three times b ef o ' leavin ' home , 
I'SAUf 2 3  - SAY 3 TIMES BEFORE LEAVING HOME an '  on de way repeat i t  along , an '  

IEPEAI IT ALONG WAY T O  GAMBLING PLACE along until yo ' git dere . [Way
cross , Ga . , ( 116 7 ) , 196 3 : 3 . ] 
10700 . A long and unimportant 

BIBLE READING AND RUBBING PATIENT story in whi ch healer read tbe 
B ib le and rubbed the patient. (Bor

.ally this sort o f  thing could be called religious , but frequent ly magic actiaas 
� words may b e  involved . ]  [Wilmington , N .  Car . , ( 2 2 9 ) , 149 : 2 . ] 

10701 . Yo ' kin pray an '  read �. 
:m:JDZ BEAD TO RECOVER S TOLEN PROPERTY firs t chapter in de secoud -verse - ·  

dey ' 11 bring i t  back [vbab!'ver - stolen 
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from you . PPoVePbs 1 : 2  is meaningless here ] . Hi t was a sanc tified  lady once , 
wus a girl s tole her p o cki tb ook , an ' she did dat an ' she brough t i t  back to de 
church . 

(Do you belong to the Sanc tified Church? ) 
Yes sir . [Waycross , Ga . , (1134) , 1842 : 5 . ] 
1070 2 .  Well , yo ' would turn t o  Psalms . Yo ' read dat . Yo ' read de six : By 

St. PeteP� by St. PauZ� by de God who made us a Z Z� if (whomsomevah it is� yo ' 

THEFT INCANTATION : BY ST. PETERJ BY ST. PAUL 
BY THE GOOD LORD WHO MADE US ALL - HAS SEVERAL 
FORMS IN HOODOO - FROM MAGIC BOOK - NOT B IBLE 

wus in de house , yo ' follow de name s around till 
wick , Ga . , (1206) , 2036 : 7 . ] 

ca Z Z  dem by dePe name) is got 
sech an '  sech a thing� why BibZe  
Z e t  me know by whee Zin ' an '  faZ Z. 
Well , if  dey got  i t , dat B ible 
will wheel an ' fall . Whosomevah 
yo ' git to de righ t  one . [ Bruns-

10703 . Yo ' kin take de B ib le , fo ' one thing with a key , an ' if yo ' an ' I wus 
in heah , or three - foah o f  us , yo ' kin call de rights  one name , see , an ' yo ' kin 
tell exac tly who i t  is , if yo ' know how tuh turn i t . I t  gain ' tell de truth . 

BIBLE AND KEY TO DIVINE THEFT 
BY ST. PETERJ BY ST. PAUL� JINGLE 

Now bringin ' i t  [ s tolen ar ticle back , ah 
don ' t know ' b out b ringin ' i t  back , but yo ' 
kin tell who it  is . True . 
[ This is an incomple te Bib Z e  and key rite , 

a very common type o f  divination . You ask the B ible "yes" and "no" answer ques
t ions : Did J ohn J ones take my pocke tbook? I f  so , the B ib le will turn and the key 
will fall , meaning "yes . "  There are examples o f  this rite s cat tered in HOODOO. ] 

BIBLE UNDER HEAD - SLEEP WITH - FOR GHOST S 
[ Brunswick , Ga . , (1183) , 1996 : 10 . ] 
10704 . Well , i f  de house is ha ' nted 
an ' yo ' can ' t git rid o f  de ha ' nts , 

if yo ' ve got  a B ible , j es t  sleep wit i t  under yore haid . Dat ' ll s top de ha ' nts . 
[ S t .  Pe tersb urg , Fla . , (1031) , 16 7 7 : 6 . ] 

1 0 7 0 5 . Well , if  you wanted tuh b e  pro tected  from de spir i t s ,  ghos tes or 
things - wanta res t - lak if  dey worry ing yo ' at  nigh t , yo ' take a B ible an ' lay 

OPENED BIBLE UNDER HEAD - SLEEP WITH - FOR GHOSTS 

long , and it won ' t no ghos t an ' no evil spiri t or 
[ S t .  Pe tersb urg , Fla . , ( 9 9 5 ) , 1610 : 2 . ] 

it right under yore pillah 
wide open . An '  yo ' kin go 
to sleep an ' res t all nigh t 

nuthin lak dat b o ther yo ' . 

10706 . I f  a person come in an ' yo ' don ' t want dem dere , when he come s in , 
j es t  sweep him de way he come in . Sweep out his track j e s t  as he come in , de 

READ PSALM 37  - PUT BIBLE UNDER PILLOW - SLEEP ON 
RIDS YOU OF UNWELCOME CALLER OR GUE ST 

way he come in , if yo ' don ' t 
want him dere . An ' finally 
his cons cience will j e s t  
lead him [ to s tay away ] . 

Dat ' s  j es t  de way yo ' do  de way ah j es t  tole yo ' . Yo ' kin talk nice to him an ' 
say ah haven ' t  go t so- an ' -so . Well , den i f  he continue to be comin ' af ter dis , 
yo ' git dat book an ' put i t  under yore head an ' read i t , an ' yo ' git  relieved 
from him. 

(What is  the name o f  that b ook? ) 
I t ' s  de B ible de 3 7 th P s alms . 
(You j us t  put that B ible under your head? ) [ S t . Pe tersb urg , Fla . , ( 9 7 7 ) 1 

158 2 : 9 . ] 
10707 . T o  make de house lucky , i f  rentin ' a house • • • •  Yo ' take dis sal t an ' 

put it in de B ible o r  in a leaf [ torn from B ible ] an ' put i t  on a shelf an ' j es '  
leave it  dere . Yo ' kin put i t  in a small place , yo ' see [where i t  will no t be 



- Hoodoo - Conj uration - Wi tchcraft - Rootwork - 4 05 1  

seen ] an '  yo ' won ' have any troub le rentin ' yo ' house . 

TEAR LEAF FROM BIBLE - WRAP SALT IN - P UT ON SHELF 
YO ' WON ' HA VE ANY TROUBLE RENT IN ' YO ' HOUSE 

yo ' leave de whole B ib le up dere , dat ' s  susp icious . 
(1448) , 25 6 7 : 7 . ] 

(You j us t  wrap this  sal t up 
in this leaf from the Bible . 
You tear the leaf out of the 
B ib l e ? ) 
Yo ' kin take de leaf outa 
de B ib l e , ' cause yo ' see i f  
[ Fayet teville , N .  Car . , 

1 0 7 08 . Yo ' take the B ib le or a leave 
salt an ' [ red ] peppah , wrap dis  leaf up . 

[ leaf ] out o f  the Bible an ' wrap i t  in 
An ' i t ' s  j es '  a few words that yo ' pray 

TEAR LEAF FROM BIBLE - IN IT  WRAP UP SALT AND 
RED PEP PER - PRAY OVER - BOS S  LIKELY TO GIVE JOB 

BIBLE LEAF - CEDAR TREE STRIP - FI G TREE LEAF 
3 OBJECTS - MAKE S PERSON YOU LOVE FOLLOW YOU 

ovah i t . Then yo ' take i t  wi t 
yo ' an ' he ' ll come purtty near 
givin ' yo ' a j ob .  [ Faye t te
ville , N .  Car . , ( 1448) , 2 6 30 : 6 J  
10709 . De cedar t ree an ' de 
leaf from a B ible , an ' j es '  
carry i t  wi th yo ' an ' • • • • Yo ' 
git dose strips from a cedar 

tree an ' de leaf from a B ib le an ' [ leaf from] 
person follow yo ' ,  when yo ' in love with ' em .  

a f i g  t ree , an ' dat will make a 
[ Fayet teville , N .  Car . , ( 1448) , 

2630 : 8 . ] 
10 7 1 0 .  [ They ] take it [ sulphur ] and 

chap ter in the B ib le [ given later ] .  I f  
they ' re b urning i t . Read a certain 
you read i t  for - like if today ' s [ today 

PSALM 100 READ - SULPHUR BURNED - 3 TIMES OVER 
3 DAY PERIOD - AT 6 O ' CLOCK OR 12  O ' CLOCK - NIGHT 
OR DAY - SO THAT NO TWO AP PEAR AT THE SAME HOUR 
INTENTION OF RI TE - TO MOVE AWAY PERSON DI SLIKED 

i t  is ] at twelve and tomor
row evening at six,  and s ix 
tomorrow morning , and mayb e 
twelve tomorrow nigh t  - for 
three nights . Contains nine 
[ s ee comment later ] nights 

because you use i t  as a d i f ferent hour . And then you pray over it . And if  i t ' s 
a person that you and them can ' t  get al ong , and you b urn that sulphur , each time 
�bat you reads a chapter [= preceding pray over i t ] . Well , then they ' ll finally 
.ove away . 

(At s ix and twelve each day for nine days . )  
For three days . [Here I s top machine and res tart i t  to rep eat missed words . ]  
(Read the chap ter of the lOO th P s alm . ) 
[Here is a time rite I did not fully understand during i t s  recording . At a 

later date and with greater experience , there would have been more ques t ions . 
Even at the interview doub t  appears in my words : At six and twe Zve each day for 
�� days . Ac tually , informants nine was a s l ip of the tongue . Hence , for 3 
days a person reads P salm 100 [meaningless for the present purpose ] and burns 
sulphur at 6 o ' clock or 12 o ' clock , n ight or day .  These 3 times are s taggered 
over the three-day period , no two at the same hours . As I have said somewhere 
iD HOODOO , b urning sulphur in a room can b e  a rugged adventure . There fore . a� 
� end o f  3 days b urning , who moves , enemy or burner? ]  [ Savannah , Ga . , (539) . 

6 60 : 6 . ] 
BIRD FEATHERS FROM NEST - BURN - PUT IN HAT - CRAZY 1 0 7 1 1 . Gi t de feathers 

out de b ird nes� m '  bun 
dea. an '  dey take dat an ' put i t  in a person ' s hat , an ' dat runs ' ea  crazy. 

[�his . 1519 : 8.] 
BDD MANURE FROM NEST - IN PERSON ' S DRINK - MAKES MIND WANDER 107U . Ah beard 

dey taa, DOt de 
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egg , dey take where a b ird s i t  at in dat nes t  an ' take s ome o f  de t rash ou t o f  
dat . 

( The manure . )  
Yes sir , an ' put i t  in dat , an ' yo ' can ' t s tay nowhere . 
{Put i t  where? ) 
Put i t  in whiskey o r  tea o r  co f fee , an ' give yo ' wandering mind. 
(That gives you a wandering mind. ) [Waycross , Ga . , ( 1074) , 1 7 39 : 7 . ] 
1 0 7 13 . Jis ' lak yo ' git  s omeone ' s  hair , yo ' kin git de b ird nes t an ' fold 

dat up an ' throw it  in runnin ' watah . Well , dat ' ll run yo ' crazy lak dat . Jis ' 
makes yo ' go crazy , yo ' j is '  a lways be on de path - dat ' s runnin ' 'em. 

BIRD NEST - FOLD ON PERSON ' S HAIR - THROW INTO 
RUNNING WATER - PERSON ALWAYS BE ON DE PATH 
A MORE COMMON EXPRES SION : DAT 'S RUNNIN ' 'EM 

an ' yo ' put i t  down where a person has t uh  walk.  

(You put  thi s  hair in  the b ird ' s 
nes t and s ew this up in some
thing ? ) 
Yes , yo ' throw i t  in de watah . 
[Memphis , Tenn . , ( 949 ) , 1531 : 14 .] 
10714 . Yo ' take de b ird nes t an '  
yo ' g i t  cayenne peppah an ' s al t , 

(What are you going to do  wi th that s al t  and pepper ? )  
Yo ' mix i t  with de b ird nes t .  Des troy de b ird nes t an ' yo ' sprinkle dat s alt 

an ' peppah wi th it , an ' sprinkle it where a person has t uh  walk, dat yore enemy , 
an ' he wouldn' t harm yo ' 

BIRD NEST - SALT - CAYENNE PEPPER : 3 INGREDIENTS 
MIX - SPRINKLE WHERE ENEMY WALKS - MAKE DEM LEAVE 

BIRD NEST - FILL WITH SALT - THROW ON HOUSE ROOF OF 
PERSON BOTHERING YOU - DEY '  LL MOVE OUT AN ' KEEP GOIN ' 

in any way . 
{What will that make them 
do ? )  
Dat will make dem leave . 
[Memphis , Tenn . , { 9 3 7 ) , 
1517 : 2 . ] 
1 0 7 15 . Ah heard dat 
chew could take a b ird 
nes t .  Yo ' could take a 
b i rd nes t if  dere wuz 

someone interfere [ interfering ] with y o ' in yore bus iness or livin ' in yore s ec
t ion close  about chew . Yo ' take a b ird nes t an ' take some table s al t  an ' put i t  
i n  d i s  b ird nes t ,  an ' take dis nes t an ' throw i t  up o n  t o p  o f  de  hous e .  Any per
son botherin ' yo ' , dey ' ll move out an ' keep goin ' . 

(Throw it  on top o f  the hous e o f  the pers on that is bothering you? ) 
Yes suh . Dat ' s  r ight , take de b ird nes t an ' put de s al t  in it . An '  j es '  t ear 

i t  down , j es ' s it dere an '  t ear i t  down , an ' put dat s al t  in it , an ' throw it up 
on top o f  s omeb ody hous e .  Le t d e  nes t b e  fulla s al t  an ' dey will scatter - dey'll 
move on out . [ Fayet t eville , N .  Car . , (1415) , 2549 : 8 . ]  

10716 . Dey s ays takin ' a b ird nes t . Now ,  dat ' s some thin ' , de s ame thing o f  
love , o f  married life . L ike i f  yo ' wanted a girl , y o ' know , an ' she doesn ' t  s eea  

BIRD NES T - CONCERNED WITH LOVE AN D  MARRIED LIFE 
IF MAN LIKE S GI RL - SHE NOT INTERESTED IN HIM 
HE TAKE S NEST DOWN - ANYTHING OF HERS PUT IN 
SEW UP BOTH IN NEW HOME SPUN - PERFUME - WEAR 
IN HANDKERCHIEF - SHE GRABS - SCENT CHANGES HER 

t uh care anythin ' f o ' y o ' , yo ' 
j es '  take de b ird nes t  down 
an ' yo ' take , taht i f  yo ' kin 
git  anything of hers , an ' put 
i t  in dere , an ' put i t  in d i s  
nes t , an ' sew i t  up i n  a piece 
of new homes pun an ' yo ' wear 

it yourself yo ' see .  An '  den yo ' take de perfume an ' put on dat an ' j es '  yo ' 
know. 1ak yo ' be round her an ' yo ' know how l ike girls will b e  round yo ' , an ' 
put dere ban' s in yore pocke t yo ' know , an ' take de han ' kerchief out . Yo ' may 
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grab i t ,  but see , she git de scent of dat . 
lak yo ' wanted her do . 

Dat ' ll change her mind an '  she d o  j es '  

(You put this b i rd ' s nes t into the handkerchief ? )  
I n  d e  han ' kerchief . An '  yo ' puts dis Hearts Perfume . Jes ' d on ' t take nuthin 

out de b ird nes t .  Jes ' take de who le nes t right up an ' puts it in dis lil ' piece 
of homespun . Den yo ' put it in a han ' kerchie f  ' caus e yo ' want it  on it  fo ' nine 
mawnin ' s  wi th dis Hearts Perfume in i t .  S ee , when yo ' put it in dere , yo ' more 
den apt tub put i t  in yore pocket , yo ' see . Well , when yo ' put dis  han ' kerchi e f  
in yore pocket , dey more den apt tub grab i t . When dey grab , y o ' know , yo ' goin ' 
have s ome thin ' in dere , but yo ' won ' t have it  in de han ' kerchie f  s o  dey can ' t  
shake it  out . We ll , whenevah she g i t  de s cent o f  dat , why it  won ' t be long ' fore 
she goin ' fol low yo ' .  Well , dat ' s  nuthin but j es '  tub make love . [ Fayet teville , 
N .  Car . , ( 1423) , 2568 : 8 . ] 

10 7 1 7 . Ah ' ll tell yo ' , whether i t ' s  a woman o r  man , i f  she leaves y o ' an ' 
yo ' wanta git her back , why yo ' git chew three grains o f  corn [maize ] ,  an ' three 

3 GRAINS CORN - 3 STRANDS HER HAIR - 3 FOOT TRACKS 
WEAR UNDER INSOLE OF HIS SHOE - SHE WILL COME HOME 
THEN BURN IN CHIMNEY 3 :  BIRD NES T  - SALT - SULPHUR 
SHE GETTING S CENT OF THESE NEVER LEAVES HOME AGAIN 

s trands of her hair , an ' i f  
dere any way yo ' kin git 
her track , pick up yo ' [ you� 
dirt  out o f  each one o f  her 
track - three tracks . An ' 
yo ' put dat in yore shoe , 

undah yore bottom shoe [ ins ole ] whut yo ' wear . L i ft dat [ insole ] up an ' put i t  
undah dere , an '  yo ' wear dat . An ' she ' ll come back . 

S ee , an ' when she come back , an ' den , if  yo ' want her tub s t ay dere , yo ' go 
an' git chew a b i rd nes t an ' yo ' put s ome sulphur an ' salt in dat b ird nes t an ' 
burn i t . Make yo ' a lit tle fire an ' burn i t  in de chimley so yo ' kin git de 
scent of i t , an ' she can ' t leave yo ' no way ; can ' t go an ' leave him , d e  man or 
woman , which one wanta d o  i t . 

(Do you wear that corn in your shoe als o ? )  
Put dat corn an ' d e  hair an ' dat sand i n  yore shoe . [ Florence , S .  Car . , 

(1319 ) , 2 2 62 : 4 . ] 
10718 . Ah nevah heard o f  ' em us ing a fish , but ah ' ve heard o f  ' em us ing a 

bird . Dey take de two b irds t o  find out whethah a woman is guilty of fornication 
o r  not • • •  a man with his wi f e .  

BIRDS 2 :  HOLD OVER RUNNING WATER - KILL ONE - LET 
arHER FLY AWAY - IF WOMAN FORNI CATOR - SHE SWELLS 

Yo ' take de two b irds - yo ' 
ketch de two an ' take [hold ] 
dem ovah runnin ' watah , an '  

yo ' kill one an ' let d e  o thah one go , an ' i f  she ' s gui lty she swel ls up . 
Olhat two b irds do you take ? )  
I t  didn ' t say any certain b irds , j es t  two f owl o f  d e  air . [ This rite comes 

from a book ,  as informant ' s  las t statement shows . Nine informants preceding 
present one , this two-bird rite was given in a d i fferent and expanded form. Re
versing this order , the longer r i te now follows this present one . ] [Waycross . 

BIRDS 2 :  MUST BE MATES - HOLD OVER RUNNING WATER 
CUT THROAT OF ONE - BLOOD DROPPING INTO WATER 
LET OTHER BIRD LOOSE - AN ENEMY SWELLS UP - DIES 

Ga . , ( 1104) , 1 7 7 8 : 11. ] 
10719 . [An o ld note of � 
in red ink reads : GOod illus
tration of "intention" [ [paver 
o f  what you intend to do] 1 & 

llt!J difficu l ty trying to have informant say wi thout putting my words into Iris 
1/IIOU.th. ] 

Yo ' could take a b ird - yo ' know b irds mat ing , yo ' know b i rds . an '  take tao 
of ' em  whut mates an ' take an ' cut one o f  ' em ' s throat an '  let de blaod ran in 
de runnin ' watah , an ' loose de o thah one . De o thah one , dat vill 88ell up an' 
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die .  Dat j es t  de way de man do , whensomevah yo ' have an enemy dat gives yo ' any
thing lak dat . Dey ' ll swell up an ' die . 

(Well , how do you know that anyone will die? Do you have to do something 
else with that? ) 

He j es t  take s ick . Yo ' put dat b lood in dat runnin ' watah . Ke tch ' em b o th ,  
but when yo ' git  ' em to de watah , cut one o f  ' em ' s throat an ' let de b lood run 
in de watah , an ' loose de o thah one . An '  de one whut ' s  a b ad enemy agains t  yo ' ; 
dey ' ll take s ick - go to  swelling up . 

(Well , how do you connect these b irds wi th the enemy? Don ' t you have to con
nect them in some way? ) 

Well , yo ' kin j es t  tell de enemy , yo ' know , he take sick .  Yo ' know who is by  
his  taking sick .  He  takes s ick den an ' he keep s alingering an ' he swell up an ' 
die . 

(When you are do ing this , you have to  have the enemy in mind . )  
De enemy in mind , who somevah is a enemy again s t  me . Yo ' may not know j es t  

who i t  i s , b u t  yo ' know yo ' s  [ you has ] a mortal enemy ab out . Yo ' know lak dat . 
Yo ' have i t  in yore mind lak dat . 

(You take any kind o f  b irds that are mates . )  
Dat are mates . [Waycro s s , Ga . , (1093) , 17 6 2 : 6 . ] 
10 7 2 0 .  You are hunt ing a j ob and you have a particular b o s s  you want . Well , 

every time you go to that b o s s  and ask him for a j ob ,  take cinnamon and sugar in 

BIRDEYE SEED - CINNAMON - SUGAR : 3 INGREDIENTS 
TO OBTAIN AND HOLD JOB 

your p o cket and b irdeye seed , 
and whenever you go on that j ob ,  
put this [ s eed ] down [where you 
work and in ] your pocketbook 

with the cinnamon and sugar and b irdeye seed . That will make him have a sweet 
disp o s ition towards you and keep a b irdeye [bird ' s eye ] upon you and always give 
you your j ob .  [Birdeye or b ird ' s-eye seed mus t be a p ackage o f  seed sold b y  a 
hoodoo s tore . ] [New O rleans , La . , ( 86 4) , 139 3 : 5 . ] 

10 7 2 1 .  Ah go t in a fight with a boy , an ' mah grandmother - yo ' know , ole fa 
folks dey are very ac t ive - she s ay , " Come here , boy , yo ' go t in a fight? " 

BITE : IF S OMEONE BITES YOU - RUB WITH MANURE 
ALL TEETH OF BITER WILL DROP OUT - PREVENT THIS 
BY SULPHUR - KEROSENE HAND IN BITER ' S MATTRESS 

S ay ,  "Yes mam . " 
She s ay ,  "Whut chew do ? "  
Ah say , "Ah b i t  dat boy plenty 
a place . "  
She s ay ,  "Leaky heah , come heah 
an ' Grandmah f ix yo ' up . "  

little kerosene , yo ' know , an ' she 
down dere undah mah b ed ; yo ' know , 
tPess [ Spanish mos s  mat t res s ] . 

She go t a little sulphur an ' a 
fixed a lit tle bag , yo ' know , an ' she put i t  
up i n  d e  mat tres s  - whut chew call a moss mat-

Ah say , "Whut chew do dat fa ' ? " 
She s ay ,  "Don ' t chew know i f  yo ' b i t  someb ody an ' yo ' don ' t take care o f  yo ' 

self ; don ' t chew know , dat dey will take b ird manure [ usually chicken manure ] or 
some kinda manure lak dat , an ' ' noint dis place lak yo ' would [ us e ]  s ome grease 
on mah [ your ] b are fac e ;  yo ' know , keep dat p lace [b i t e ]  ' no inted dere well , "  
she say , " an '  yore teeth will drop out . "  She tole me dat several t ime . Dey 
[person bitten ]  keep dat place ' nointed wi t dat manure some kind . She say , 
every tooth in yore [b i ter ' s ]  head will drop out . 

(But she would prevent that by  doing this • • • •  [ sulphur-kero sene hand in the 
mattress ] . )  

Put dis stuff undah mah b ed an ' dat will keep de o thah s tuff  from coming b ack 
at me . [ For the treatment of human b i te wi th chicken manure , see Nos . . ]  
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[ St .  Petersburg , Fla . , ( 9 9 3 ) , 1604 : 3 . ] 
10 7 2 2 . De mon '  o f  • • •  any mon ' dat choo born in is  cause zhoo to have b ad luck. 

Take like you born in Augus t or  I ' m  born Augus t • • •  zhoo born in March , it ' s  a 

B IRTHDAY : YEAR - MONTH - DAY 
windy mon ' . An '  if I is born in March , it ' s  a 
ab sent-minded . [ Birthday - year month and day -
is  important in HOODOO , all numbers having mean

ing , but I found little interes t  in as tro logy among my informants ; it was a lit
tle too ab s trac t , dull perhaps . Bes ides , I was no t looking for as trologers . 
What we call as trology today has grown like a fores t fire , thanks to charts s een 
daily in newspapers and elsewhere , popular songs , e t c . I did look for fortune
tellers , who o ften did a little healing and hoodoo on the s ide . ] [New Orleans , 
La . , ( 7 90) , 1102 : 6 . ] 

107 2 3 .  He coming b ack t o  her . Go in de woods and git  some b lacksnake root . 
See , it got two little forked roots  to it . An '  yo ' tie it up in a lit tle han ' 

BLACKSNAKE ROOT - HAS TWO-PRONGED ROOT - SYMBOL 
OF Y-FORK OF ROAD - S OMEONE PUTS  THIS 

OVER WOMAN ' S  DOOR TO MAKE MAN WITHIN START HOME 

kerchief , see , an ' git some
body dere an ' put it up ovah 
de door , an ' dat ' s  tuh make 
dem leave dere . [ To bring man 
back to woman he left , s omeone 

goes into the o ther woman ' s  house and puts over her door a b lacksnake root wi th 
a fork - symb o l  of a "Y" cro s s road . He will soon leave other woman . ]  [ St .  
Petersbur g ,  Fla . , ( 9 9 9 ) , 16 16 : 2 . ] 

107 2 4 . Yo ' kin go down to de forks 
in a path . Yo ' kin git dis root dat ' s 

of  de road , an ' yo ' kin put something 
called a b lacksnake roo t . Take dis b lack

BLACKSNAKE ROOT - LAY PRONGS DOWN "Y" FORK ROAD 
TO STEP OVER THI S  ROOT INTENDED FOR YOU - CRAZY 

snake root an ' yo ' kin lay it 
at de fork of de road like dis 
an ' [ demons trat es ] . Dis is de 
fork an ' yo ' lay dat root j es '  

at de fork , an ' yo ' s tep ovah dat place where 
(You place that root pointing down each o f  

o f  the road l ike a "Y" ? )  

dat root is , why yo ' ll go crazy . 
these roads that meet - the forks 

Yes s ir , j es t  de way de roads fork , why yo ' put de root . Dat ' s  de b lacksnake 
root . [Waycross , Ga . , ( 1080) , 17 4 7 : 15 . ] 

10 7 2 5 . I f  a man leave and she wants him back , as  ah have ' fore said , she kin 
go to work and take a few - go to work and git some o f  dis heah herb what dey 

call de b lacksnake root . 
BLACKSNAKE ROOT - IN BOTTLE - IN DE NAME OF JEHOVAH 

AH WANTS MAH HUSBAND BACK - THROW TO EAST 
HE WILL RETURN WITH THE RI SING SUN 

And she kin go t o  work and 
put dat in a bottle , an ' 
after put t ing dat in a bot
t le , den she go to work an' 

say , 
eas t 

In de name of Jehovah, ah wants mah husband back . An ' she cas t dat in de 
and dat bring him back [he returns with the ris ing sun ] . [Jacks onville , Fla . 

BLACKSNAKE ROOT - LIZARD - BOILED - IN BOTTLE UNDER 
STEP - PERSON CROSSING - HEADACHE - THEN LOOSE TEETH 

en� ' s  doorstep ; if he walks over them , he ' ll have a 
teeth .  [Jacks onville , Fla . , ( 586) , 7 5 1 : 3 . ] 

( 586) , 7 5 2 : 3 . ] 
1 0 7 2 6 .  B o i l  b lacksnake 
root and lizard [a troub1e 
comb ination ] ,  put UDder 

headache and then loose 

3LIND POWDER TO INCLOSE IN LETTER 
107 2 7 .  You take b "lind powder. You go£ r.o 
buy that powder .  You put i t  in � lettah. 
Well , i f  you open that lettah • • •  yau'11 be 

glad .  you s ee .  You ' ll b e  glad to receive that let tah - Oh, I 'm p� of the 
:ettah. An '  yo ' tear the lettah open , an ' yo ' not thinkin ' • • •  ve11 . tbe poader 
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fly all over your face . An ' you ' ll never see any more in the worl ' . [ There are 
a _ number of these nuisance or threatening let ters in HOODOO . but no hoodoo mer
chant in his right mind would sell such an article . ] [ New Orleans 1 L a . 1 (803) 1 
1121 : 9 . ] 

107 28 . De ins t inc t or  de blood - under s tand me 1 from de index finger here 
[ demons trates ] .  

(Well what do they [ d o ] 1 squeeze the blood from the index finger ? )  [ This is 
no t a leading ques tion .  He 1 like so many be fore him is acting : pre tending to 

BLOOD : TO STOP FLOW OF HUMAN - EVEN ANIMAL 
prick his finger and to squeeze out 
blood . ] 
Yeah 1 an ' you kin take de brand-new 

tin plate and you take de needle 1 under s tand me 1 and p rick your index finger till 
it  bleeds . And write dat name down in dat brand-new t in plate and bury i t  with 
de point down dere - I mean with de t in plate down here . Den you wri te one verse 
of de 16th chap ter of Ezekiel and de 6 th ve rse . [He repeats ve rse rapidly . ] 

(Well 1 now will you repeat that ve rse slowly for me so  I can get i t ? )  
And when I pas sed by and saw thee po l luted in thine own b lood� I says unto 

thee� when thy wasting thy b lood live� and yeah� I says unto thee when dey wast
ing thy b lood� live . [ This is an unders t andab le but not an exact quo tation from 
any vers ion of the B ib le . ] 

Now 1 dat ' ll s t op any blood from flowin ' in de world ; not only on human beings 
but on animals 1 of any charac ter 1 anyb ody with a sho t 1 cut or have a hemorrhage 
in any respect in life - dat will sure as God s top i t .  [ Richmond 1 Va . 1 (j us t 
after 340) � 37 6 : 4 . ] 

10 7 29 . [ Belief and prac t i ces concerning menst rual b lood  - excep t those in the 
inte rviews of volume s 2 and 3 - are collected in subsec tion "HER PRIVATE TIME 1 " 

BURNS MINISTRATION HE STEALS - MAN WEARS ASHES 
numbers 2 513-2 540 1 volume 3 . ] 
You could ke tch a woman during 
the t ime of her monthly minis

t ration 1 you see . You s teal it and burn i t 1 and take the ashe s from it and carry 
i t  around 1 why the woman would follow ' em [ him ] or wouldn ' t  want anyb ody but dem. 
[To burn mens t rual b lood is usually dange rous ; kills the woman (No . 3858) 1 keep s 
her home (No . 3859 ) 1 make s her weak-minded (No . 3860) 1 or  this blood smoked in the 
chimney dries up woman ' s  blood (No . 386 7 )  - all refe rences in volume 3 . ] [ Rich
mond 1 Va . 1 (388) 1 4 59 : 4 . ] 

10730 .  I f  a man an ' a woman 1 yo ' know whut ah mean 1 a woman an ' a man i n  dat 
kind of a line . Well 1 yo ' kin take dat an ' bury it . See 1 j is '  lak if ah j is '  

BURY CLOTHES STAINED - AS THIS PIECE BEGINS TO ROT 
WOMAN BEGINS LINGERIN 1 - AFTER PIECE ROTS SHE DIES 

pulled off mah underclothes . 
it ' s  go t ta be somepin dat ' s  
on dose clo the s so ' s  [ s o as ] 
yo ' kin do anythin ' lak dat . 

Yo ' understan ' whut ah mean . See 1 j i s '  lak i f  a woman ' s  mini s t ratin ' 1  i t ' s  go t ta 
have same o f  dat stain on dere . See . An '  dey buries dat 1 j is '  bury it anywhere 1 
see . An' den when dose clothes begin tuh rot well 1 she begin tuh linger 1 sick 
fo ' a long time . An ' as dose clo the s be rotten 1 she be lingerin ' sick 1 yo ' see . 
An '  when dose clothes finish ro t ten aw [ a  why ] 1 den dat kills he r right dere . 
[Algie rs , La • • ( 159 0 ) 1 2987 : 1 . ] 

1 0 7 31 .  A man kin take a woman minis trate an ' stop it  up in a b o t t le an ' bury 
i t 1 an ' when hit done fade out everythin ' o f f  i t 1 hit ' ll kill her . [ Sumter 1 S .  
Car • •  ( 134 6) 1 2328 : 12 . ] 

10 7 3 2 . A man b in take a woman ' s  sani tary p iece or  eithah a woman [ can take 
ano ther woman ' s ] . if dey [ she ] d i s like he r .  See 1 find dat p iece an ' put it in 
a b o t tle an ' bury that b o t t le 1  an ' bury that b o t tle an ' j is '  lak that p iece fade 



- Hoodoo - Conj uration - Wi tchcraf t - Rootwork - 405 7 

away , she ' l l  fade away , too . [Memphis , Tenn . , ( 9 30) , 1512 : 10 . ] 
107 33 .  There ' s another way . I don ' t know right direct , but I guess they make 

the wishes [ express intention ]  as the o ther things [ ri tes ] d o .  You clos e i t  
[mens trual blood ] up in a b o t tle o r  a can and b ury i t . That make s you linger . 
[Elizab eth City , N .  Car . , (438) , 5 57 : 3 . ] 

107 34 .  Dey come an ' git dey s ani t ary clothes 
woman in bad health an ' lak dat . An ' she cain ' t 

BURIED CLOTH STOP S  MINISTRATION AND CHILDBI RTH 

IF WOMAN IS AFTER YOUR HUSBAND - BURY HER CLOTH 

an ' b ury ' em , an ' dat cause de 
have no chillern ; see , becaus e 

dey won ' t even ministrate. 
[Memphis , Tenn . , ( 949 ) ,  1531 : 9 . ] 
107 35 . Dis woman take her [ an
other woman ' s ]  periods , jes ' 
lak one of her napkins an ' bury 

it . Dat will make her [ other woman ] 
him. She won ' bother wi th him .  

(Will that do anything to her ? )  

leave yo ' [ your ] husb an ' - [ alone ] leave 

No , it won ' , j es ' make her , [ other woman ] leave him [your husband ] off . He 
won ' t bother wi th her . [Wilson , N .  Car . ,  (1492 ) , 266 2 : 6 . ] 

1 0 7 3 6 . B ecaus e [ i f ]  ah had a ' enemy an ' ah wanted tuh hurt ' em ab ove [wi th
out suspici on ,  ah would den gi t a woman dat would b e ,  yo ' know , s ick - yo ' know 
monthly . See , ah ' d g i t  de drippings from her on a cloth an ' p lant it under de 

DOORSTEP OF ENEMY - PLANT MENSTRUAL BLOOD UNDER 
BE OR SHE WALKING OVER THI S  - BECOMES VERY S I CK 

do ' s tep o f  de person .  Den dat 
would make dem deathly sick . 
(You would [p lant ] that cloth 
under her own s tep ? )  
No . Fo ' ins t ance ,  i f  ah had 
a enemy , s upposedly a man an ' 

dis woman dat ah ' m going wi th is s uppos ed to b e  a woman o f  mine . Ah j es ' g i t  
one o f  her Kotex clothes [ cloths ] dat she taken o f f  an ' p lant under d e  s t eps o f  
d e  man o r  de person dat ' s my enemy , an ' den dat would make ' em pur t ty s ick . [ S av

DI SHWATER OR S CRUB WATER - MINISTRATE - BOTTLED 
DRIES UP HER BLOOD OR KILLS HER 

vannah , Ga . , ( 1 2 7 9 ) , 2150 : 3 . ] 
107 3 7 . I f  yo ' take a person ' s 
ministrate , t ake watah , yo ' 
know whut yo ' wash things 

[wi th ] an ' take their ministrate an ' 
up , they ' ll die . 

s top i t  up in a bot tle , an ' when i t  dries 

(Jus t leave it in the bottle ? )  
Yeah , s t op it up . [ Fayet teville , N .  Car . ,  (1421) , 2541 : 11 . ] 
107 3 8 .  Fo ' nine mawnin ' s j es ' drop i t  - j es ' drop i t  in dere fo ' nine mawn-

in ' s . 
(You save this [mens trual ] blood for n ine mornings ? )  
Fo ' nine mawnin ' s .  An ' i f  ah wanta gain d e  influence o f  yo ' mo ' den whut 

chew is [ interes ted ] in me , ah ' ll cook yo ' a pie , or , [ i f  you are ]  a cus ta.er 
or s ompin or [put  it in ] whiskey . Buy yo ' a bot tle of whiskey . Ah ' ll make �t 

INTO MAN ' S FOOD OR DRINK - INTERESTS HIM IN YOU 
DROP 1 DAILY - MENSTRUAL BLOOD - FOR 9 MORNINGS 

closer , an ' drop it in dere -
nine drops . 
[ That s tatement of .tae � 
in the parenthes is � I did 

not unders tand this rite at the time . My comment about informant later -.y � 
plain why : This wman ws so long-winded she a lmos t  drove me crazy . llltd of lSZ6. 
Bot a very Christian remark ab out s omeone trying to help me ,  but at � �t shows 
some o f  the tens i on under which I worked . ]  [Memphis , Tenn . , (1526) . 2724:6. ] 

107 39 . Whut dis man did , dat wuz down in Sou th Ca ' lina , be waz aoia' vi.t a 
girl , yo ' know . Well , she say she ' s a big  shot . Ah goes �t am.Jbo41 ah �# 
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nobody kin hurt me . Ah goes wit de man . 
Well , s o  - she wus pur ty goo d .  She went every t ime . S o  di s man got  mad one 

day , he says , We l l� de bettah ah do� de worsah she gits tuh me . So ah think 

DROPS 9 OF MENSTRUAL BLOOD - 2 KINDS OF COLOGNE 
LILY OF THE VALLEY AND HEARPS COLOGNE 
THE SE 3 INGREDIENTS KEPT MIXED IN SAME BOTTLE 
MAN TO DRESS HIMSELF WITH IT 3 MORNINGS 
SPEAKING TO IT : NAME OF DE FATHAH� NAME OF DE SON� 
DIS WOMAN WILL ALWAYS BE MINE AN ' NOBODY ELSE 'S 

ah 'm goin ' do sompin . 
So he goes off tuh a ole 
woman . She wus ab out ninety 
yeahs ole . So he went tuh 
huh an ' s aid , We l l� now� mah 
ole  woman don ' t  treat me Zak 
she used tuh an ' ah wants 
sompin done . Okay . 
Says , We l l� listen . Ah te l l  
yo ' whut chew do .  Yo ' go 

back an ' de end of de mont ' �  yo ' bring me a li Z ' 
' cause yo ' have tuh bring i t  in somepin Zak dat; 

kin� try tuh git me nine drops.  

somepin of huhs in a bottle�  
jes ' a drop of two� but if yo ' 

Okay� ah ' Z Z do dat .  
S o  she ' ' nuff ,  she wus nice ' nuff , wat ched huh yo ' know , when she went tuh us e 

de chambah .  He wuz smart enuf f  tuh git  it out o f  de chambah .  S o  he got it . S o  
he take d a t  an ' h e  put , added cologne - two kinds . It wuz Li ly of de Val ley -
an ' Hearts Co logne . She mixed dat tuhgethah wit it , huh ministrate [mens trual 
b lood ] an ' put it back in dis s ame b ottle - mixed it tuhgethah yo ' know . An '  
t ole him tuh take dat an ' keep it an ' t o t e  i t , an '  dress  his s elf  wit it fa ' three 
day s , s traight mawnin ' s ,  an ' he ' d  s p eak tuh i t : Name of de Fathah� Name of de Son� 
dis woman wi l l  always be mine an '  nobody e lse ' s .  He didn ' t have no mo ' troub le 
wi t huh . [ Fayet t eville , N .  Car . , ( 1400) , 252 2 : 2 . ] 

107 40 . Yes , ah knowed a young man ' caus e he wuz gain ' with me . His  name wu z 
Joe . He wuz married t o  her b ut he didn ' t  love her . He t o le me he didn ' t .  An '  

FOOD - DRINK - LOVE - GULLIBILITY 
aft erward [ af t er his wi fe fed him thes e 
things ] he s aid he loved her a lot b ettah .  
An ' he did have her , ' caus e she fed him all 

de t ime o ffa dat - de periods . An ' he caught her at it an ' he t ole me o f  it . 
An '  he said dat he learned tuh hat e her ; yo ' know , couldn ' t have no love fa ' 
h er .  [ Fayetteville , N .  Car . , ( 1417 ) , 2 5 51 : 8 . ] 

10741 . Ah heard yo ' could take chi cken b lood when yore periods i s  on , an ' git 
chew a s teak an ' wear it . Jes ' lak at five minut es tuh twelve tuh have yore hus

FOOD - DRINK - CHICKEN BLOOD 
ban '  s dinnah , yo ' wear that right there , p in it an ' 
j es '  wear it ther e .  Have yore greas e good an ' hot 
an ' then yo ' take i t  out j es '  as he walk in , an ' 

put it ovah in d e  skillet , s ee .  An ' then yo ' fry that nice an ' brown , an ' yo ' 
serve that an ' [ let ] no one eat it but him. An ' yo ' cain ' t git  rid o f  ' im tuh 
s ave yore l i fe . 

(You don ' t  use chicken b lood on it though? ) 
Yes yo ' do . Yo � put chicken b lood on that s t eak , t o o , an ' yore b lood t og ether . 

[That chicken blood is for go od measur e .  The s take i t s el f ,  under normal condi
tions is suf ficient ;  the chicken b lood merely makes him chicken-hearted , an ea sier 
prey magi cally . ]  [Memphis ,  Tenn . , ( 154 7 ) , 2808 : 1 . ] 

OVER-DOSE O F  MENSTRUAL BLOOD CAUSES TUBERCULOSIS  
107 4 2 .  Give ' em a small dose  
[of  mens trual b loo d ] . I t ' s  

supp o s ed to make ' em [ him ] 
love you an ' care for  you , b ut i f  you give them [ him ] large do ses they ' ll j us t  
pine away t o  skin and b ones and go into t h e  T . B . Yes , sir , with appearance 
b lood and mens truat ion ,  see t i tles at b eginning o f  sub s ec tion ( 2 )  "HER PRIVATE 
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TIME" p . 2513 , v . 3 ]  i t ' s  overdose that make ' em [ men ] go into the T . B .  overdose 
make them go crazy or lose their mind or they can us e it t o  make ' em love you . 
[Memphis , Tenn . , ( 9 7 3) , 1 5 7 5 : 8 . ] 

10743 . An ' what they ' ll do , they take lak 
it  in a bottle . They take i t  to that fo ' k  of 

FORK OF ROAD - BOTTLED MINISTRATION - BURIED 
HEAD DOWN TO UPSET - ADD HAIR TO DRIVE CRAZY 
INTO RUNNING WATER MAKES TO WANDER AND DROWN 

a woman has minis tPation • • •  an ' put 
de road an ' turn i t  d own  on de haid 

an ' b ury it . 
(The head of the b o t tle? ) 
Yes suh .  S ometime they ' ll put 
their hair in there with that 
minis tration and that will caus e 

them to go crazy . An '  they kin take that an ' put it  in swi ft  runnin ' watah an ' 
that ' ll make ' em wander aroun ' somewhere an ' git drownded . [ Little Rock , Ark . , 

GAMBLING : MIX LUCKY STAR PERFUME AND URINE 
USE ON WOMAN ' S  SPONGE - RUB ON HANDS TO GAMBLE 

( 896) , 1466 : 6 . ] 
107 4 4 . Lucky Star perfume , 
mix it  with urine , get ladY 's 
sponge she uses for monthses [ ? ] , 

when yo ' go to gamb l ing . Urine on sponge that has perfume on it . Rub [ sponge ] 
on hands , them gamble . Use sp onge a woman has us ed . [Memphis , Tenn . , ( 9 65) , 

MENSTRUATION STOPPED - EAT : BLOOD - NUTMEG - SUGAR 
1558 : 1 2 . ] 
10745 . I f  she goin ' over
time an ' she want it  tuh 

quit , yo ' know , she wanted tuh go out an ' make a date , an ' i t  wuzn ' t  time , she 
kin take some of dat s tuff an ' some sugah an ' some nutmeg an ' eat a teasp oon of 
it an ' it will s top it . [Memphis ,  Tenn . , (15 42) , 2 7 9 1 : 7 . ] 

10746 . They say it ' ll s top your periods . 
(Well , how do they do that ? )  
They s ay they take your chamber lye and put turpentine in i t  • • •  
[While machine is  o f f  I ask for repetition . ] 
They take chamber ly e and they put turp entine in i t  and they put cayenne red 

pepper [ to dis tinguish cayenne pepper from garden red peppers ground up ] in it  
and there ' s  some way they do  
wi th that that s top s you . 
(Well , do you know how they 

TO DRY UP HER PERIOD : fix it  up ? )  
URINE - TURPENTINE - CAYENNE PEPPER - RED PEPPER Yeah , I seen it . 

(How? ) 
They takes your chamber lye 
and put the cayenne pepper and 

the red pepper [ the 2 peppers now sep arated ] and they put it in a b o t tle and they 
bury it  and that s top s the periods on you . 

(You heard this s top s your water ? )  
Your periods . 
(Oh ,  it s top s your periods ? )  
Yeah , and i t  dries you up - j us t  drift you away . [New Orleans , La • •  (781) . 

1082 : 6 . ] 
10 747 . Like when a woman is  minis tratin ' by the light of the moon or tbe dark 

of the moon . All that work [ is ]  done with the moon . You get one of her clothes 
[ cloths ] and b ury i t  b ehind the [ out side ] toilet or iD 

MOON AND MENSTRUATION the [d rainage]  ditch [ along the street or road) . jla• 
anywhere there i s  water s t ays at , somewhere �t w111 rot 

fast . and that wil l  caus e her to go crazy . [New Orleans , La . , (8SS) . 1348 :9. ] 
10748 . ' Course it ' s  • • •  b ut she don ' t that • • • •  
(I  understand , I hear al l those things . )  
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All right , she kin take a beefs teak and wear i t  twixt her legs . She kin take , 
you know , when the changes o f  the moon and beat i t  [beefs teak ] up and cook i t  in 
his food , no t too s trong [with the blood ] and he ' ll never leave her . Be right 
there , she got him tied,  he can ' t get away . [ Vi cksburg , Miss . ,  ( 7 14 ) , 9 83 : 7 . ] 

10749 . On the light o f  every moon you know she ' d  be siak . [No story or any
thing else . ] [Wilming ton , N .  Car . , ( 29 9b ) , 2 2 3 : 3+85 . ] 

10750 . Yo ' kin write his name in your monthlies an ' bury it up undah de south 
part of your house an ' put a brick ovah that an ' he nevah will leave yo ' .  

SHE WRITES HIS AND HER NAMES WITH MENSTRUAL BLOOD 
BURIES PAPER UNDER BRICK ON SOUTH S IDE OF HOUSE 

(You write thi s  with the blood 
of your monthlies . What do 
you write it on? ) 
Write i t  on papah . Write his 

name an ' yore name both .  [ The original typed word preceding the word part was 
side , the two words transcribed side part . On checking the cylinder , side was 
actually something like sud or sut , actually south , which I corrected in penc i l . 
Years later , j ust  now ( 1 9 7 6 ) , I inked in south . The sun now keeps warm the two 
names buried on the south side o f  the house . An excellent rite l ] [Memphis , 
Tenn . , ( 9 4 9 ) , 1 5 30 : 20 . ] 

10 7 5 1 . A man kin take a woman ' s  periods an ' hurt chew [ the woman ] . See , ah ' m  
j es '  making person [ speaking personally o r  privately ] tuh yo ' now , nobody else , 
' cause ah don ' like tuh ' sp lain nuthin lak dat tuh no one , tuh de public . Ah 

SHOE - MAN CAN WEAR PI ECE OF HER CLOTH IN 
WITHIN 9 MORNINGS SHE WILL BE WHERE HE IS 

j es '  ' splain i t  tuh yo ' .  See , take 
a no rmal woman , an ' ah kin [be ] min
is tratin ' ,  ah kin take dis cloth an ' 
fiah [ throw ]  it off . All right , yo ' 

take i t  an ' put [ a  piece o f ]  i t  in de bottom of yore shoe an ' weah i t  fo ' nine 
mawnin ' s , an ' yo ' ll draw me from miles away . I f  ah ' m  in Chicago an ' [ during ] dem 
nine mawnin ' s  yo ' draw , ah ' ll be right whare yo ' is - in nine mawnin ' s  time . 
Why ? Bec ' use ah knows yo ' got dat . [Memphi s ,  Tenn . , ( 1 5 2 6 ) , 2 7 24 : 5 . ] 

1075 2 .  I f  yo ' minis tratin ' or any thing , yo ' take an ' wash de c loth an ' git 
de blood out of it  an ' stop i t  in a bottle . An '  yo ' kin take an ' put i t  anywhere 

TRE E - PUT IN - BOTTLE WITH HER PERIOD BLOOD 
in de tree , de ' s ide de tree , any
where yo ' wanta , an ' dey won ' 
minis trate any mo ' .  Dey j es '  p ine 

away . [Originally the tree was prob ably a p ine : you pine away . ] [ Fayetteville , 

WATER RUNNING - BOTTLE PERIOD BLOOD - THROW INTO 
N .  Car . , ( 14 19a) , 255 8 : 5 . ] 
107 5 3 .  Dey ' ll take a woman ' s  
periods . Well , dey take i t  

an ' s top i t  up in a b o t t le an ' throw 
says de woman will j es ' dwindle away 

(They take her monthly pad? ) 

i t  in runnin ' watah , dey tell me , an ' dey 
to nuthin . 

Yessuh .  [ Fayettevi lle , N .  Car . , ( 14 1 7 ) , 25 5 1 : 3 . ] 
10754 . (Tell me about that minis tratin ' again . What 
Yo ' kin take an' throw it in runnin ' watah . 

do you do with i t ? ) 

(A woman ' s  menstruate ? )  [ They have me turning a 
Yessuh , yo ' throw i t  in runnin ' watah an ; dat ' ll 

crazy bad . Nob ody ' ll take dat o f f  her , no t le ssen '  

WATER RUNNING - MINISTRA� INTO - MAKES WOMAN CRAZY 
CURE POS S I BLE BY "DOCTOR" ABLE TO ABSORB AILMENT 

verb into a noun ! ] 
run her crazy . She ' l l be 
dey ' ll take i t  [ upon self ] 

chew know . [ Only a s killed 
rootman or hoodoo . A doc
tor could ab sorb such a 
dangerous condition into 

his own body ! ) [ Fayetteville , N .  
10755 . Den , too , yo ' kin take 

Car . , ( 1424) , 256 9 : 6 . ] 
a woman ' s sick clothes . Yo ' kin take dem an ' 
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yo ' kin take , i f  dey already dry , yo ' kin take an ' wet ' em .  Kinda mash ' em ,  yo ' 

WATER RUNNING - THROW INTO - BOTTLED MONTHLY BLOOD 
WOMAN CANNOT GO WITH OTHER MAN - THROW DOWNSTREAM 
TO SEND AWAY - THROW UP STREAM - SHE"LL GO CRAZY 

know , wit a li ttle bit o f  
dat on , an ' cork dat up . 
An '  she can ' t go wit no 
o thah man . Or eithah , yo ' 
kin take ' em ,  dey tell me ,  

an ' chunk i t  down de stream [ t o s end away ] . 
go crazy . [ S avannah , Ga . , ( 1236 ) , 19 28 : 8 . ] 

Chunk it  upstream ,  says , an ' she ' ll 

107 56 . I heard ' em talking o f  ge t t in ' , yo ' know , a woman , from her mens trua
tion period . Yo ' put it in running water . And they say that ' ll make yo ' [ her] 

WATER RUNNING - WOMAN ' S  MONTHLY BLOOD THROWN INTO 
THI S FORCES BLOOD TO HER HEAD - SENDING HER CRAZY 

BLOOMERS OVER SLEEPING MAN ' S  HEAD TO KEEP HOME 

crazy ; cause the blood to go 
to her head . [ Elizabeth 
C i ty , N .  Car . , (438) , 557 : 2 . ]  
107 5 7 . A woman kin take a 
pair [ of her ] bl oomers an ' 

bad unknowin ' s t tub yo ' an ' make yo ' 
yo ' inhale dat thing , yo ' can ' t help 
(311) , 239 : 1+85 . ] 

put it  over the had [ o f ]  yo ' 
do anything she wanted tub make yo ' do . An '  
from comin ' b ack home . [Wilmington , N .  Car . , 

107 5 8 . I f  a woman wanta go out at night an ' her husb an ' don ' t want her tub 
go , she kin wai t t ill her husb and go tub sleep . An ' she kin take her b loomers 
dat she weahs an ' put it right ovah his face , an ' he ' ll sleep dere . Fo ' a fac ' 
ah know dat . [Wil son , N .  Car . , ( 149 7 ) ,  somewhere near cyl inder 266 5 . ] 

BLUEING - AMMONIA - SUGAR : INTO USED BATH WATER 
THROW TO S UNRI SE - UNCROSS BAD LUCK - B RING SUCCES S 

10759 . Af ter you have a 
b ath in that water , you 
put household ammonia and 
some sugar and some b lueing 

[ in the used ] water , and that will uncross your b ad luck , and b ring you success
ful . An ' yo ' take that and you throw it  where the sun rise . [New Orleans , La . , 
(804) ' 11 2 8 : 3 . ] 

10 7 6 0 .  I ' ve heard talk o f  fellahs that you kin get some b lues t one an ' care 
[ carry ] that b lues tone on you . An ' they say that b lues tone will make you lucky , 

BLUESTONE - CARRY FOR LUCK - A JOB 

BLUESTONE IN BAG ABOUT NECK WARDS OFF SPELLS 

an ' if  you go an ' as t de  man for 
a j ob [ you will prob ab ly get it ] . 
[ Ri chmond , Va . , ( 34 3 ) , 286 : 4+85 . ] 
107 6 1 .  They put i t  [b lues tone ] 
in a b ag and wear it  around their 

neck to keep away some kind o f  spell . [ Richmond , Va . , ( 3 88) , 46 0 : 2 . ] 

BLUESTONE AT 4 CORNERS OF HOUSE AND STEPS 
KEEPS AWAY WITCHES AND GHOSTS 

1076 2 .  Keep out wi tches and ha 'nts 
[ gho s t s ] ,  put b luestone at four cor

ners  of house and at steps . [This 
is a f ive po int rite , a modificacioa 

of the quincunx . ] [Wilmington , N. Car . , ( 241) , 16 4 : 8+85 . ]  
10763 . Ef they gi t hold of somepin that yo ' was eatin ' o f f  [ on ]  see , an' tbe7 

place it wi th b luestone - they have it mixed wi th b lues tone and that [ piece JUD 
were eat ing on and the b lues t one ] they sets up ovah yo ' [ so that you walk UDder 

i t ]  and then yore teetb will 
BLUESTONE AND SOMETHING YOU ATE ON 

PUT WHERE YOU WALK UNDER - YOUR TEETH COME OUT 
come out . 
(They put it  over [ahowe] �. 
so you will walk � !£.) 

(;oator Johnson in Ri chmond gave something similar . ] [ Jacksouville. Pla • •  (S96) . 
768 : 10 .  1 

10 7 6 4 . I t ' s  only certain days dat de b lues tone , dat it  vi11 do � work . 
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Now , heah ' s de b luestone heah [demons trates ] , 

BLUE STONE DOE S  CERTAIN WORK ON CERTAIN DAYS 
MIX WITH LARD - WI SH FOR WORK - IN GOD ' S NAME 
PO INT TO PLACE WHERE YOU WANT TO WORK 

den ah put in some lard an ' chunk 
it [ s t ir it ] roun ' . An ' ah want s 
yo ' gimme some wo rk . Ah dip mah 
han ' [demons trates ] in an ' ah 
p ' int [demons trates ] an ' make a 
wish dat ah want s tuh work at so

an ' - so ' s  house . Well ,  ' cos ' God ' s Name gotta be  mention , yo ' see . Yo ' p ' int tub 
dat place dere . An ' yo ' ll shore git somep in tuh do . 

( I n  what direct ion did you po int ? )  
Dat way , a t  d e  house , right befo ' yo ' dat way . 
(At the b o s s ' s house ? )  

J e s ' lak , down roun ' heah tuh dat church dat ' s where yo ' gain ' 1 yo ' gain '  stay 
heah an ' p ' int . S tay right heah an ' p ' int . 

(You simp ly po inted toward the bos s ' s house or busines s ? )  
Yes . [ Fayetteville , N .  Car . , ( 143 5) 1 2601 : 8 . ] 
1 0 7 6 5 . Yo ' git chew a p iece of b lues tone an ' brims tone an ' pound ' em up to

gether , an ' t ake no t ice when dey [ unwanted persons ] come , git to  ' em.  Take yo ' 
a pencil or a s t ick ab out de s ize o f  dat [ pencil ] an ' st ick it  down in de ground 
all acro s s  dat [ foot tracks ] - cro s s  [make cro s s  on foot  tracks with s tick] . Git 

BLUE STONE - BRIMSTONE - POUND TOGETHER - ADD TRASH 
PUT THE SE IN RENTMAN ' S  OR BILL COLLECTOR ' S  T RACKS 
CRO S SED BY STICK - HE WILL NEVER RETURN TO HOUSE 

chew a little p iece o f  pap
er , a little b it of trash , 
anything , an ' lay it right 
on dem tracks [ foot tracks 
made by visitor ] . An ' go 

on ' b out chure bus ines s .  
man ] back dere . 

Dey can ' t send him [ rentman ] ,  b ill collector , police-

( I f  they could get a ho ld of him they couldn ' t send him back to that house? 
Keep him away ? )  

Yes . [ S umter , S .  Car . , (1359) 1 2396 : 4 . ] 
10766 . Gunp owder , b lues tone , b rims tone an ' b eat i t  up together an ' burn i t  

f ive d ay s  o u t  o n  d e  edge o f  yore yard to  kill yore stock .  I ' d  d o  dat to ki ll 

BLUE STONE - BRIMSTONE - GUNPOWDER - BURN 5 DAYS 
AT EDGE OF YOUR YARD TO KILL YOUR STOCK 

yore stock - hogs , cows , 
chickens an ' yo ' peop le . Yo ' d  
have a s ick p ile ovah dere , 
fast as one git sorta straight

en [ out ] de rest git down ; all like dat 1 somp in happening all de t ime . [Waycro s s , 
Ga . , (1129) 1 18 3 5 : 8 . ] 

1 0 7 67 . Bluestone - dat b luestone is lucky . Gunp owder is lucky , but you have 
to us e it in such a peculiar way . Yo ' know gunp owder is dangerous . Well , all 

BLUES TONE - GUNPOWDER - MIX IN BAG - POCKETBOOK 
AT POKER GAME - WALK ROUND TABLE - TO CIRCLE CONFINES 
WITH HANDS IN POCKET - LAUGH - SAY SOMETHING 
YO ' BETTIN ' ON WHAT CHEW GOT IN YORE POCKET 
YO ' AIN 'T BETTIN ' ON WHAT DIS OTHAH FELLAH GOT 

right , you take dat b lue
atone and gunpowder to
gether - dey call dat 
[blues tone ] de  lucky stone . 
Yo ' mix dis b luestone an ' 
gunpowder together an ' 
put it in a little bag 

an '  j es '  tote dat in yore pocketbook . Well , all right , j es '  lak yo ' may walk off  
t o  a big poker game . Yo ' walk aroun ' de poker game an ' yo ' go t yore hand s in 
y ore pocket , an ' he laugh an ' say , "How ab out it ? "  or "Take a chair . "  Yo ' say , 
"Well , ah don ' t mind . " Bang ! Take a shot . Well ,  yo ' bettin '  on what chew got 
in vore pocket . Yo ' ain ' t bettin '  on what dis othah fellah got .  Well ,  � 
b lues tone an ' dat gunpowder - see , dat ' s hot , sure b e  luck fa ' de winner . Now , 
ah knowed a man - mah uncle used to  try dat . Dat wus good . [ S avannah , Ga . , 
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(1261) , 2143 : 5 . ] 
1 0 7 6 8 . Well , they claim that i f  you take gunpowder and b luestone and aloes , 

and there ' s  ano ther s tuf f they use where they burn . Let me see . What is the 

BLUE STONE - GUNPOWDER - ALOES - INCENSE 
BOOTLEGGER BURNS AT HOUSE TO KEEP POLICE AWAY 

name of  that , what the Cath ' lics 
use? Incens e !  And burn incens e 
along with that . And burn al l 
o f  i t  together , it ' ll have an 

effec t , a tendency 
house , and the law 
39 8 : 6+8 5 . ]  

to keep bootleggers [he means the police ] away from your 
can ' t have an ef fect on you . [Elizabeth C i ty , N .  Car . , (482) , 

1 0 7 69 . An ' den yore boss , seems lak he doesn ' t lak yo ' - he doesn ' t  lak yore 
work . Well , yo ' go home an ' yo ' s ay ,  "Well , ah bel ieve ah ' ll f ix somepin fo ' mah 

BOS S : TO GET ALONG WITH AND TO KILL CUNJURE 
SALT - SULPHUR - SALTPETER - HEARTS COLOGNE 

boss  tuh make him lak me . "  Well , 
yo ' go ahead an ' yo ' git chew same 
saltpeter , yo ' git chew some table
salt an ' some sulphur , [ s alt and 

sulphur to kill  c unj ure put down agains t you]  an ' yo ' [put the salt ] in dat sul
phur an ' yo ' b a thes in dat saltpeter . But chew us e dat sulphur , yo ' takes a 
pinch of i t , an ' den yo ' spr inkle some s ulphur in yore shoes an ' rub yore hands 
wi th i t .  Y o ' know , yo ' can ' t go round peop le with it . An ' sprinkle Hearts Co l
ogne round dere [where you walk ] . An ' when yo ' go out yo ' l l git affection . Dere 
ah ' l l come up , right chere , " Good mawnin ' ,  everyb ody , good mawnin ' ,  howdee dis  
mawnin ' ?"  [They answer ] ,  "Jes ' dandy . "  

"Well , why ' d  yo ' have sech-an ' -sech a thing fo ' b reakfas t? " 
"Oh , I enj oyed such-an ' -such a thing las t night . "  [ S t .  Petersburg , Fla . , 

(1016) , 1 6 4 5 : 2 . ] 
1 0 7 7 0 . Dere ' s  a man once 

wouldn ' t  pay him his money . 
an ' he ' s  workin ' f o ' ano thah man an ' dis man j es '  
S o  one day as he ' s  walkin ' ' long , he met up wit a '  

HE MET UP WIT AN OLE "CUNJUREMAN ROOT MAN" 
WHO GAVE HIM SOMETHING [ ROOT ? ] TO PUT INTO 

NEW HANDKERCHIEF AND SLIP INTO BOS SMAN ' S POCKET 

o l e  cunj ureman roo tman . Dis  
man tole him , he explained his 
caus e tuh dis ole roo tman . An' 
dis ole roo tman tole him ,  "Well, 
ah ' ll give yo ' somepin [ inform

ant did not know what it  was ] tuh make yo ' lucky enough tuh discover [ recover ] 
yore money f rom dis man . So  de ole man did give him sompin . He tole him , " Go 
down town an ' buy yo ' a new pocket han ' ke ' ch ' ef an ' take it  b ack home wit yo ' . 
If  yo ' can , slip it  intuh dis man ' s clo thes an ' dat ' ll make him pay yo ' yore 
money . Yo ' will own whut he have an ' he won ' have nuthin [more t o  s ay ] . "  

S o  he did dat . He went on an ' bought de han ' ke ' ch ' ef [ and slipped into it 
what the roo tman had given to him ]  an ' carried it  an ' slip it intuh dis b os sman ' s  
clo thes , intuh his pocket . S o  de nex ' day he went on down an ' commence talkin w 
tuh de b o s sman an ' de bos sman , he reached b ack dere an ' go t dat s ame han ' ke ' ch w ef 
dat he put in his pocket . He went tuh wipin '  his face af tah he b egin talkin ' -
de bos sman went tuh wipin '  his face  an ' talkin ' tuh him . So  final ly at las w dis 
man had somepin [ from the rootman ] in de han ' ke ' ch ' ef ,  yo ' know , tuh make dis 
man [ to pay him the money ] .  [Wi lson , N .  Car . , (1457) , 2647 : 6 . ] 

1 0 7 7 1 . [There was no point in this s tory which I did no t transcribe,  �c 
to no te that the s tuff in the bottle found went round and round. This c:aaj are 

BOTTLE - CUNJURE INSIDE WENT ROUND AND ROUND 
had occurred in Cast la.aa, •· 
Car . , a place , if � �  of 
the name was correct , I CDald DOt 

f ind anywhere . Could it  have been Cas tle Hayne ( on the U . S . A. zip code) proaoao
ced Cas tle-hun? Or could it have been an old whi s t le s top on the � or an 
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old b oa t  l anding ? He re in Wi lmingt on I ran int o b lack dialec t f o r  the f i r s t  
t ime - many o f  my inf o rmants c oming f r om S outh Carolina - it b o thered me and 
would r emain t roub le s ome . The b o t t l e  was thrown int o  the river . I have includ
ed t h i s  no t e  here in case s omeone has found or will f ind a s imi lar ac t i on in a 
b o t t l e  c ont aining cunj ure . ]  [ Wi lming t on , N .  C ar . , ( 200) 1 106+85 . ]  

107 7 2 .  My g rand f a thah said one t ime i t  wus a l ady , huh hu sban ' runnin ' aroun',  
she c ouldn ' t  nevah keep ' im a t  home . S o  s ome ole l ady a-no ther tol ' der . • .  I 

BRAMBLE-BRI E R  TEA RE COMMENDED TO KEEP MAN HOME 
TWO-EDGED SYMBOLISM - BRIERS CATCH AND HOLD YOU 
S I NCE THEY RUN ABOUT - TEA KILLS RUN-ABOUT IN MAN 

don ' t know who i t  wus . . . •  But 
she t ol ' der t uh git s ome 
b ramb le b r i ers - g i t  de root 
cut ' em up , b o i l  i t  in ' i s 
c o f f ee an ' give i t  tuh ' im 

when he c ome i n , tuh keep ' im at home . [ Bal t imore , Md . ,  ( 1 5 3) 1 61 : 5+8 5 . ]  

BACKWARDS - STEP OVER BROOM 
IF YOU STEPPED OVER FORWARDS 
CANCELS BAD LUCK - BRI NG GO OD 

107 7 3 .  Ah heard s omp i n  ' b out a b ro om .  Now , y o ' 
t ake a b r o om now - dey claim d a t  y o ' t ake a b room 
an ' yo ' ll sweep wi th i t . Well , now , if yo ' t ake 
a b room an ' lay it down an ' s t ep ovah i t , it will 
give yo ' b ad luck . Always , if yo ' s t ep ovah a 

b ro om f o rward , s t ep b ackwards 
(1097)  I 1 7 7 4 : 2 . ] 

ovah i t  an ' dat g ive yo ' good luck . [ Wayc r o s s , Ga . ,  

107 7 4 . Well , whut ah ' ve heard i s  this . 
dip [what you p i ck up by dipp ing thumb and 

Yo ' g i t  s ome snu f f  - that whut chew 
f o r e f inger int o i t ]  an ' mi x s ome d i r t  

BACKWARDS - F RO M  REAR T O  FRONT OF ENEMY ' S PORCH 
SWEEP MI XTURE OF SNUFF AND D I RT FROM H I S  YARD 
THEN MOP PORCH BACKWARDS WITH LYE - THI S  MOVE S HIM 

wi th i t , j e s '  dis natural 
d i r t  out heah [ in the yard 
o r  field ] . Mi x it t og e t her 
an ' s p r inkle on de p o ' ch .  
An '  den t ake a b room an ' g o  

b ackward , sweep b ackwards that-a-way [ demons t rates ] .  Sweep i t  on out b ac kwards 
that-away . An ' then a f t ah y o ' d o  that , then mop de p o ' ch with s ome Red S eal Lye 
an ' [ o r ]  Red Dev i l  lye . That ' s  [ us e ]  one of ' em .  

(What will that d o  now? ) 
That ' l l make ' em move , an ' ah mean make ' em move right now . 
(Wel l , where would that b e . In cas e , l ike right over here , i f  I wanted t o  g e t  

r id o f  them ,  I would d o  t h a t  i n  my own hou se ? )  
Ye s s uh 1 make them move . [ Memphis , T enn . , ( 1 555) 1 28 28 : 8 . ] 
10775 . ( Ev e r  hear o f  us i ng a b r o om? ) 
You can t ake a b r o om ,  like i f  you got - there ' s  a p e r s on you d i s l ike . You 

take a b ro om and a f t e r  you sweep wi t h  the b r o om ,  t ake the c o rner and the wall 

BED - BEHIND THE - TURN UP B RUSH PART O F  BROOM 
BRUSH UP - WHERE SUN C ROSSES FOR HYPNOTIC POWERS 
IN BRUSH PART HIDE VICTIM ' S NAME ON WHITE PAPER 
VICTIM MON 1T BE CONTENTED . . .  CAN 'T KEEP NO CLOTHES 

where that p e r s on sleep . 
See , where that p e r s on sleep , 
you t ake that b ro om ,  s ee ,  
like that ' s  your b ed [ p o i nt s 
t o  b ed i n  hotel room where I 
was interv i ewing ] .  And t ake 

that b ro om ,  j us t  make it a 
b ehind my b ed , b u t  in that 
o f  paper , whit e paper , and 
won ' t c ome out eas ily . 

hab i tual hab i t  heing unnot i c ed t o  me . J u s t  set it up 
b ro om you f as t en my name . Wr i t e  my name on a p i ece 
put it down i n  that b ro om wel l , and fas t en it s o  it 

(You put i t  down in the b ro om . ) 
In the b ro om .  
( I n  t h e  b rush part . )  
In the b rush part o f  the b ro om ,  

won ' t come out . And I ' ll b e t cha I 
whe re i t  s t ay in there a long t ime , where i t  
won ' t b e  contented and I c an ' t keep n o  c l o thes 
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to s ave my l i f e . 
[ I  turn off machine but he s ays s ome thing ab out b e ing up s e t . ]  
(Keeps you up se t ? )  
Certainly , and I c an ' t keep n o  clo the s to s ave my l i f e . And unl e s s  you ge t 

s omeb ody [ hoodoo do c t o r ] t o  wo rk on i t , f ind out f rom someb ody , go to someb ody 
tha t I know , and [ ask her ] if she know wha t  that [ i s ]  the p e r son have ; and they 
tell you s ome thing , wel l  i t ' ll keep you up s e t ted and wi thout clo thes as long as 
you l ive , unl e s s  that ' s  t aken out o f  the r e . 

(You s ay , you put that b room b eh ind the b ed ? )  
B ehind the b ed . 
(You put i t  up there wi th the b rush p a r t  down ? )  
Wi th the b rush p a r t  up . 
( Oh ,  the b rush p a r t  up . )  
The handle down b u t  t h e  b rush part up . 
( Oh ,  I see . We ll , why did you do that ? )  
Wel l , b e c ause i f  you put i t  down , you ' re no t again s t  the person , see . I f  you 

put it up , you again s t  ' em - you again s t  a p e r son , see . S ee ,  if the b rush p a r t  
o f  the b room is up , tha t ' s  again s t  a p e r son i f  i t ' s  b ehind t h e  b e d .  I f  i t ' s  down , 
you don ' t have no hypno t i c  powe r s  nowheres , no thing seems to work again s t  h im b y  
having t h e  b r o om down . You wan t s  i t  again s t  a p e r son wi t h  t h e  b r oom u p  whe re the 
sun goes a c ro s t  it e a ch day . Every t ime the sun go acro s s  i t ,  the sun c r o s s e s  
ove r that b r oom. I f  y o u  h a s  i t  down , well , i t  don ' t hap p en l ike that , you see . 
[�ew Orleans , L a . , ( 82 8) , 1 2 1 9 : 5 . ]  

10 7 7 6 . Ah heard dat i f  a p e r son keep comin ' round yo ' - yo ' don ' t wan t ' em 
dere - whens omevah dey goes out y o r e  do ' , j e s t  g i t b ehin ' ' em an ' sweep out . A s  

BEHIND P E RS ON LEAVING HOUSE - SWEEP - TO KE E P  AWAY 
d e y g o  out , j e s t  sweep b e
hin ' ' em ,  t i ll yo ' g i t  to 
de las t do ' s tep . An '  sweep 

it on o u t  de gate , an ' y o ' won ' t be b o thered wi th ' em b ack d e r e  no mo ' .  [Way

SWEEP BEHIND PERS ON LEAVING ROOM 
A.'ID SAY - DON ' T  COME HERE NO MORE 

and sweep r i gh t  out b ehind you , and 
La . , ( 7 9 1 ) , 1 1 04 : 8 . ] 

cro s s , Ga . , ( 1 1 61 ) , 1 9 3 6 : 9 . ] 
1 0 7 7 7 .  I f  you wo uld come to my house and I 
d i dn ' t wan t you there any mo re , we l l  the t ime 
you go t up and le f t , I would take that b r oom 
s ay , "Don ' t come here no mo r e . "  [New Orleans,  

10 7 7 8 .  I f  someb ody come to yo ' house an ' yo ' don ' t wan t ' em to yore house , 
when dey come dere , yo ' j e s '  s i t  down , an ' when dey leave yo ' s t a r t  tuh sweepin ' . 

BRUSH PART OF B ROOM STOOD UP BE FORE SWEEP ING 
An ' when yo ' s t ar t  sweep in ' yo ' 
turn yore b room b o t tom upwards 
an ' s ay whut chew wan t a  s ay an ' 

dey ' 11 leave . [ B runswi ck , Ga . , ( 1 2 0 6 ) , 2 0 3 8 : 7 . ] 
1 0 7 7 9 . T ake a b room an ' turn d a t  b room b o t t om upward - de p a r t  dat chew 

sweep wi t , turn i t  upwards , an ' g i t chew a c l e an towel an ' p u t  ovah d a t  b room 
an '  call dere name . C a l l  de p e r son name an ' dey c a in ' t c r o s s  de s i l l  of yo ' door. 

Dey kin s t ay o u t s ide an ' wanta 

BJWSH PART UP - LAY CLEAN TOWEL OVE R - CALL 
!liS NAME 9 OR 7 TIME S  - HE CANN OT EN TE R HOU SE 

come in , but dey cain ' t come in. 
(You le ave this towel right over 
the b r oom? ) 

aine times . Any thing yo ' do in dat l ine yo ' 
ziers La . , ( 1 5 7 7) , 2 90 0 : 14 . ] 

Ri gh t  ovah de b room .  An '  yo ' 

call de name j us t  once . Call it 
supp o sed to use nine or seven . [Al-

107 8 0 . U s in ' a b room - i f  yo ' s e t  a b room up , yo ' see , set de straw up dis 
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way [ demonstrates ] yo ' b e ' s in a uproar all de t ime . I f  yo ' sets  it down , dat 
makes things better roun ' home 
an ' roun ' wit de neighbors an ' 

BRUSH PART OF BROOM UP - CAUSES UPROAR IN HOUSE all lak dat . [Memphis , Tenn . , 
( 9 4 7 ) , 1 5 2 7 : 6 . ]  
10781 . De only thing ah know , 
nevah take a b room an ' turn it 

BRUSH PART UP OR UPSIDE DOWN BROOM I S  UNLUCKY up s ide down in yore house . Dat 
b ad lu ck . [Algiers , La . , ( 1593). 
2 9 9 4 : 2 1 . ] 

BUSINES S - TO MAKE GOOD - SWEEP TRACKS TO HOUSE 1 0 7 8 2 . Why , if yo ' wanta make 
i t  lucky , every day yo ' sweep 
yore premises , don ' sweep de 

tra�k from yore place , sweep it towards your place , an ' it will mos ' invariably 
bring good business . [ S umt er , S .  Car . , ( 1374) , 2436 : 1 2 . ] 

1 0 7 8 3 . They take - you s ee , some people aross i t  [ a  hous e ] . They have d i f
ferent ways that they aross it . Now , they got some lady peop le when they living 
in a hous e ,  b efore they move , like if they living in this home here , they ' re sore 

with the landlord . 
CHIMNEY - BRUSH PART OF OLD BROOM CROS SWAYS IN 

TO CROSS HOUSE WHEN LEAVING - LANDLORD CANNOT RENT 
(They ' re sore with the land
lord ? All right . )  
The landlord wants them to 

move . He done g ive them a no t i ce to move . They ' ll take and they ' ll take a old 
mop or old b room, they ' ll b reak the p art off tha t you sweep or s crub with . They 
will put that into the chimley [ chimney ] crossways . I t ' ll be months and Sundays 
b e fore they kin ren t the hous e . [ That expres s ion could b e  months of Sundays . ]  

CI RCUMAMBULATE HOUSE OUTS IDE 9 MORNINGS 
THOSE 9 MORN INGS SWEEP IN FRONT OF DOOR 
DO BE FORE SUNRI SE - PERSON INS IDE MOVE S 

[New Orleans , La . , ( 86 0) , 136 8 : 9 . ] 
1 0 7 84 . Walk roun ' de house nine morn
ing s  an ' sweep in front o f  yo ' do ' .  
(How do you mean you walk around for 
nine mornings ? )  
' Fore de sun rise , j es t  walk right 
round de hous e .  
(Nine t imes ? )  
Nine morn ings - once every morning an ' 
sweep in front o f  yo ' do ' . 

you sweep in fron t o f  your door . 
(You walk around the house and then 

Well , what will that do then ? )  
That will make ' em move . 
(Make this person move . ) [ S t .  Pet ersb urg , Fl a . , ( 9 9 7 ) , 16 13 : 6 . ] 
1 0 7 85 . I f  yo ' wanta b reak up a family o f  people , yo ' kin t ake dat broom , an ' 

s ome b lack pepper an ' s alt an ' put it in de fo ' corners o f  de hous e ,  an ' sweep 
dat out , an ' dat makes de man go an ' de woman won ' t want ' im .  

CORNERS 4 INSIDE HOUSE - PUT I N  3 TEASPOONFULS OF 
BLACK PEPPER AND SALT MIXED - SWEEP ALL THI S INTO 
CENTER OF HOUSE - WHICH MAKE S IT A QUINCUNX RITE 
THEN SWEEP IT OUT TO BREAK UP HOUSEHOLD WITHIN 

(You do this in someb ody ' s  
house , i f  you want to b reak 
them up . )  
Jes ' put i t  in each corner , 
j es '  dese three teaspoonful 
of dat . Mix it up together 

an ' put it in de  fo ' corners 
on out de do ' , an ' one or de 

of de hous e .  Sweep it in de middle an ' sweep it 
other will be gone . [ S t .  Pet ersb urg , Fl a . , ( 10 2 7 ) , 

16 7 1 : 14 . ] 
10 7 86 . In sweep in ' de hous e , don ' nevah sweep de trash out de do ' . Always 
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in sweep in ' i t  yo ' sweep up [not out the door ] an ' yo ' sweep i t  up an ' put it 

DOOR - OUT OF - NEVER SWEEP DIRT OR T RASH 
SWEEP - BURN IN FIREPLACE - KEEP LAW AWAY 

in yore firep lace an '  burn it . Jes ' 
lak when yo ' sweep , yo ' know , sweep 
de kitchen , don ' nevah sweep it out 
de do ' .  Always sweep it in de house . 

Keep dat sweepin ' s  in de house . 
fire an ' burn dat . 

We ll , dat keeps de peop le out . Put dat in de 

(That keeps the law away . )  [B runswick , Ga . , (1228) , 2086 : 5 . ] 
107 87 .  I f  yo ' see anybody comin ' tuh yore house , throw a b ro om ' cro s s  de do ' 

like dis [ demons trates ] .  S tep ovah it [ demons trates ] .  Oat ' s  b ad luck . 

DOOR - BROOM ACROS S - BAD LUCK TO STEP OVER 

DOOR - NEVER SWE EP DIRT OUT - AL S O  S CRUB IN 
WITH LYE AND BOILING WATER - BOTH FOR BUSINE S S  

{ T o  the person that is coming 
in? ) 
Yes sir . [Waycross , Ga . , (1074), 
1740 : 7 . ] 
107 88 .  Or you kin t ake j us t  
p lain l y e  and boiling water 

scrub yore steps and b rush 
when you walk through your 
sweep it out . 

and go and scrub your house and 
it in . And every morning sweep your steps down . And 
house , wherever you go , sweep the dirt in . Never 

(What will tha t do ? )  
Bring you luck . 
(What kind o f  luck? )  
Like i f  she would want to take in roomers ,  she would want ' em to come in , i f  

it  was business , she • • •  

{Both of  those things . Onions do the same thing . )  [ Jacksonvi lle , Fla . , 
( 5 5 2 ) , 6 90 : 8 . ] 

10 7 89 . I f  someone come to de house an ' dey don ' t trus ' yo ' or  didn ' t wan ' 
choo to come dere , an ' dey ' ll take a b room yo ' see an ' lay de b ro om acro ss de 

[ door on the ] floah .  An ' whenever yo ' 
DOOR - LAY BROOM ACROS S ON FLOOR come in dere , den yo ' ll have to move dat 
UNWANTED VI S I TOR WILL NOT STEP OVER b room. Dey won ' t step over dat b room. An ' 

as long as dat b room is dere , dey won ' t 
come in atall . [ Ri chmond , Va . , ( 37 3 ) , 317 : 10 . ] 

107 9 0 .  Dey will take de b room an ' lay it down right in de threshhold of  de 
door.  

(All the way across . )  
An ' when de co llector comes in - why of  course , 

An '  if he s teps ovah dat b room comin ' in an ' steps 

DOOR - BROOM ACROS S - BILL COLLECTOR ' S  REACTION TO 

dey ' ll ask him tuh come in . 
ovah it go in ' out , why dey 

claim dat he ' ll commence 
tuh - it git in his mind , 
" Why - we l l� now ah 'm ki,...da 

'!raid tuh go tuh dat p lace . When ah was dere las t, why somepin come ovah � . " 
Dey claim dat b room ,  de cross ing of de b room ,  will give him a thought in his .dnd 
dat i t ' s  distrus t ful gon ' a happen round dat p lace . Ah 'm gon 'a send somebodY else 
=e�, because ah don ' t  be lieve ah ' l l take chances crossing dere mahse lf. AD' al
so tuh make dat token , [warning ] work out , why dey ' ll somet imes have scceoae set
ting around tuh kinda frighten yo ' [him ] . [ S t . Petersburg , Fla . , (988) , 1595 : 5 . ] 

DINING ROOM DOOR - LAY BROOM ACROS S - STEP OVER 
S O  THAT YOU WILL NEVER MARRY AGAIN 

107 9 1 . I f  yo ' once were .ar
ried , an ' yo ' have a broca an ' 
j es ' throw it  ovah yore dining 
room b ack do ' an ' step ovah it , 
yo ' won ' t  nevah .arry no ., ' • 
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(You ' l l  never marry again . Do you put that b room down , you s ay ? ) 
' C ro s s  de dining room do ' , j e s t  lay i t  dere an ' s t ep ovah i t , an ' yo ' nevah 

will marry any mo ' .  [ S t .  P e t e r sb urg , Fla . , ( 1043) , 1693 : 10 . ] 

DOOR - BROOM ACRO S S  - S TOP S WI T CH OR EVIL SPIRI T  
107 9 2 . Keep de wi t ches o u t  
(How do you d o  that ? )  

i t  across de do ' .  Da t ' s  
(What will that d o ? ) 

Jes ' t ake de b ro om an ' p u t  
all ah know ' b o u t  d e  b ro om .  

D a t  w i l l  keep d e  evi l  s p i r i t s  away . 
(And the wi t ches out . )  

Yes s i r . [ S avannah , Ga . , ( 1269) , 2147 : 6 . ] 
10 7 9 3 . T ake a b ro om ,  or ei ther a h o r s e shoe , an ' put i t  up ovah yore do ' .  

Take a b ro om yo ' know an ' nai l i t  c r o s sway s  yore do ' ,  keep wi t ches out . 
(Where do you p u t  i t , down on 
the f l o o r  o r  what ? )  

DOOR - NAI L BROOM ACRO S S  - OR HORS E SHOE OVER 
TO KEEP OUT WI T CHE S - OR TO GE T RI D OF VI S I TOR 

THROW A POD OF PEPPER INTO FI RE 

Lay i t  right down by de do ' , on 
de flo ' . 
(What will that d o ? ) 
Dat will keep ' em out . O r  ei
ther , i f  a p e r s on come in yore 

house an ' yo ' don ' want ' em dere , yo ' kin t ake 
de fiah , an ' make dem g o . 

a pod o f  peppah an ' th row i t  in 

(Jus t burn the pepper while they are in the house o r  a f t e r  they leave ? )  
Whi l e  dey in y o re hous e . [Wil son , N .  Car . , ( 1 4 6 7 ) , 2651 : 10 . ] 
107 9 4 . De b ro om? Well all ah know whut dey kin [ do ]  wi t a b ro om ,  like i f  a 

per son would come in your p lace and you didn ' t wan t dem dere , dey put de b ro om 
b ehin ' de do ' .  I s  dat whut chure talking ab out ? 

DOOR - STAND BROOM BEHIND - BRUSH UP 
AFTER SWEEP ING PERS ON OUT 

(No , how do they do that ? )  
Dey j e s t  - l ike you ' d  come in , dey could 
sweep yore t rack when you come out - sweep 
y o ' out . Den dey put dat b ro om ,  t urn i t  

up behin ' d e  do ' , an '  when you walk in , you can ' t s t ay .  Dat me an s , j e s t  a s  yo ' 
come in , sweep l ike dat and s e t  de b ro om up b ehin ' de do ' . Yo ' g o t t a  go out . 

(You sweep when ? When they come in or after they go ou t ? ) 
When dey g o , see . 
(And they won ' t come b ack again . ) 

Yo ' sweep in ' dey t racks out . Je s t  as dey g o , sweep dem out . [ Mob i le , Ala . , 
( 663) , 8 7 2 : 2 . ] 

10 7 9 5 . Put a p e r s on in b ad luck , yo ' t ake de b ro om an ' sweep him down eve ry 
morning . 

(How do you 
Jes ' t ake -

down . Put him 

do that ? ) 
leave him s t and up 
in all de wo r s t e s t 

in de house an ' t ake yore b ro om an ' sweep him 
luck in de world . Or l e t  s omeb ody sweep ' c r o s s  

DOWN - T O  SWEEP - O R  ACRO S S  FE ET - BAD LUCK 
yore foo t s  [ fee t ] wi t a b room , dat 
de s ame thing . [ B runsw i ck , Ga . , 
( 1182) , 1994 : 10 . ] 

DOWN - SWEEP P ERS ON 

FEET SWEPT BY BROOM - YOU LEAVE HOME 

107 9 6 . T ake new b room and sweep 
you down , you will b e  lucky . [ Mem
phi s , Tenn . , ( 9 7 1 ) , 1 5 7 2 : 11 . ] 
107 97 . Dey say , dat i f  a person 
sweep yore f e e t  with a b ro om ,  that 

yo ' wou ld leave home . 
( 1064) , 1 7 2 3 : 8 . ] 

[ Fo r  sweeping fee t  a lso see JAIL late r . ] [Waycro s s , Ga . , 
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107 9 8 .  Dat ' s  another thing to move a man or move a woman . Put dat [ b room ]  
down b y  yore fireplace dere an ' let i t  s t ay dere every night fo ' nine nigh t s  yo ' 

FIREPLACE - PUT BROOM ACRO S S  9 NIGHTS TO RID SELF 
OF UNWANTED MAN OR WOMAN - BEFORE THAT - TRY TO 
GIT HI S OR HER GARMENT - TIE IT ON TO BROOM IN 
7 KNOTS NEAR BRUSH PART - KEEP DOWN TO 9 MORNINGS 

put it dere . Put dat down 
crossways , cross yore fire
place , an ' den yo ' - befo ' 
yo ' do dat dough . if  yo ' kin 
be for tunate enough to git a 
piece of dere garment or 

sompin like dat , an '  tie i t  onto dat broom in seven knots , down next to  de bushy 
part o f  i t , an ' let i t  s tay down dere nine mornings .  Put dat in n ine nights . 
Dey travelin ' .  Yo ' be dis contented where yo ' [ he ]  at . About de tenth morning 
he goin ' leave dere , yo ' see . 

Dat ' s  one way ah ' ve heard ab out de b room . Dat ' ll run him . Move yo ' either 
away from yore t own or agains t yore success - s omepin like dat . 

(Who would do that? The woman would do that or the man? ) 
E ither one . 
( S omebody living in the same house or j us t  living in the t own? ) 
I n  de town - either way . [Waycro s s , Ga . , ( 1138) , 1854 : 3 . ] 
107 99 . Git some sut [ soo t ]  out de fireplace an ' mix i t  with s alt , an ' when 

he goes out , take it an ' throw it behin ' him , an ' git  de b room an ' sweep i t , an '  

FIREPLACE - SOOT FROM - MIX WITH SALT 
THROW BEHIND DEPARTING PERSON - SWEEP 

TELL HIM " GO GOD DAMN YO ' "  _____ , _, 

FRONT TO BACK OF HOUSE OR BUS INE S S  PLACE 
SWEEP TO B RING IN CUSTOMERS 

tell him tuh go , " Go , God damn yo ' . " 
( That ' s  for a woman to  make a man go 
away and s t ay away . )  [Waycro s s , Ga . , 
( 1101 ) , 1 7 7 5 : 1 6 . ] 
10800 . When yo ' sweep de flo ' always 
s tart at de fron t an ' sweep yore trash 
on b ackwards .  Don ' t nevah carry 
[ sweep ] i t  out de front . 
( That will bring in cus tomers ? )  
[ Cus tomers or good b usine s s  were men

tioned before present recording began ; I am not asking a leading ques tion . ] 
Dat brings in cus tomers ,  see , cause dat sweeps de cus tomers in inst ead o f  

sweepin ' ' em away from yo ' .  [ Brunswick , Ga . , ( 1 2 4 2 ) , 211 2 : 1 2 . ] 

HANDLE - STAND BROOM ON 
IN RIGHT CORNER OF HO USE FOR LUCK 

10801 . Keep de b room , de par t  chew sweep 
wit , let it s tand up an ' be in de right cor
ner of yore house . Dat ' s  lucky fo ' yo ' .  
(What do you mean , the righ t  corner o f  the 
hous e ? ) 
Jes ' lak yo ' come in , de righ t s ide o f  de 

hous e . [ S avannah , Ga . , ( 1 2 6 0 ) , 2 140 : 1 2 . ] 
10802 . Yo ' take a b room . A b room is a concern , j es ' say fo ' instance . yo ' 

vorkin ' wit someone , yo ' know , an ' dey smar t or s ompin lak dat , an ' yo ' j es '  

BIT PERSON INTENTIONALLY WITH BROOM 
CAUSES HIT PERSON BAD LUCK 

haul off  an ' hit  ' em wit de b room. Dat 
will make a person have bad luck . Put 
b ad luck on dem. Dey ' ll ei ther git fi ' ed  
[fired from his work ] o r  sompin vi1l ._._ 

pen t o  him .  [ For hit ting person with broom , al so see JAIL margin t itle UDder 
BROOM later . ] [Memphis , Tenn . , ( 15 29 ) , 2 7 34 : 3 . ] 

10803 . You get you some cinnamon and sugar . All righ t . You sweep . � 
you go to sweep , don ' t sweep your dirt outs ide , you sweep your dirt � [�) 
the building . And you get this cinnamon and sugar and put it ia tbe ..aer. aDd 
you scrub your floor . And then when you get through s crubb ing that floGr. you 
just take - get you some oil of clover . S ee , you buy some oil of � at the 
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INSIDE DI RT OF HOUSE - NEVER SWEEP OUT - SWEEP IN 
THEN SCRUB FLOOR WITH CINNAMON AND SUGAR IN WATER 
AND WITH OIL OF CLOVER AND BOTTLE OF BEER IN WATER 
SPRINKLE FROM FRONT DOOR THROUGH HOUSE TO THE BACK 

drug s tore and you put water 
in there [ s crub bucket ] and 
you put a bot tle of  b eer 
mixed in with i t . 
(Bottle of beer ? )  

you takes - s t art  at the front door and you sprinkle 
the place . and your place will b e  packed . 

Bot tle o f  beer . yes . And 
it  all the way b ack into 

(The place will be packed ? )  
Yes . sir . your place will b e  packed with peop le . all through the day . [ New 

Orleans . La . 1 ( 82 3 ) 1 119 1 : 6 . ] 
10804 . Ah ' d knowed a li t t le girl . Bet ty . ovah heah ' cross town . One morning 

she was sweeping up - little girl ab out six years old - an ' her s i s t er come by 

JAIL - YOU WILL GO TO - IF  HIT BY BROOM 
an ' she hit her wit de b room . An ' JD 
he come by dere an ' dey hi t him wi t de 
b room .  Mis s  Kat e  said . "Dat ' s  b ad 

luck . "  [ she ] says . "you shouldn ' t  hit dat g al wi t dat b room . Betty . "  [ she ] says . 
" ah ' m  goin ' whupp yo ' . " [ How do you punctuate this sort of  dis continuity ! ]  An ' 
by  twelve ' clock dey had both o f  ' em in j ail . [Waycross . Ga • •  ( 10 6 6 ) 1 1 7 2 5 : 11 . ] 

10805 . Take fo ' ins t ance i f  I am sweeping de house an ' yo ' s hould happen t uh 
pas s by an ' ah tet ch chew wi t de b room . or  hit  chew wi t d e  b room . why dat ' s  
reason dat chew ' ll git in j ail . [ St .  Petersburg . Fla .  1 (after 9 7 3 ) 1 1589 : 1 . ] 

JAIL - BROOM HITTER AVOIDS - I F  VICTIM FALLS DOWN 
10806 . If anybody hits  you 
wi th a b room . you [hit ter ] 
go to j ail . if  its  a b room . 

b ut if  you spill ' em [ person hit f alls down . you won ' t go t o  j ail ] . [New Or

JAIL - TO SWEEP OVER PERSON ' S  FOOT SENDS TO 
leans . La . 1 ( 87 7 ) 1 144 2 : 3 . ] 
10807 . I f  yo ' t ake a b room an ' 
yo ' sweep ovah a p er s on ' s foot . 

dat ' s  b ad luck . says yo ' ll go tuh j ail . [Wilson . N .  Car . 1 ( 1 4 7 5 ) 1 2 6 54 : 19 . ] 
10808 . Yo ' kin hit a person three times wi t a b room . sweepin'  lak yo ' sweep-

in'  out dis [ room ] an ' ah ' m  heah 1 an ' yo ' wanta put me into t roub le . An ' yo ' 

3 TIME S  SWEPT BY BROOM SENDS YOU TO JAIL 
j es '  sweepin ' till yo ' g i t  to me an ' 
j es '  hit  me three t imes wit de b room . 
goin ' an ' comin ' .  In two hours or 

three hours aftah dat ah ' ll be in j ail . [ New Orleans . La.  1 ( 15 6 6 ) 1 2 8 7 1 : 2 . ] 
10809 . I f  a person s trike a person wit a b room . say fo ' nine t imes . yo ' goin ' 

t uh  j ail . I f  yo ' kin j es '  go an ' - see . j es '  lak acciden tly . brush a person . yo ' 
know make it  a hab i t  o f  

9 TIMES - STRIKE PERSON WITH BROOM - T O  PUT I N  JAIL doin ' dat 1 dat fellah ' s  
goin ' t uh  j ail . or dat 

woman ' s goin ' tuh j ail . [Way cross . Ga • •  (1116 ) 1 1 7 9 3 : 5 . ] 
10810 .  Yo ' kin t ake a 

JAIL - BROOM TAKEN INTO - BRINGS MORE PRISONERS 
JAILER BUYS BROOM - SENDS TO PERSON WANTED IN JAIL 

b room in j ail . dey says dat 
aroun ' in j ail . an ' b ring 
mo ' cus t omers [ p risoners ] .  
(They b uy the b room? ) 

de brOCJIIl. 
someone out 
[ keeper? ] .  
2654 : 19 . ] 

1081 1 .  

Yes 1 de ' [ p risoners ] b uy 
See 1  have someone else [buy i t ]  yo ' know 1 probably de keepers . Have 

dere dey want [ to ]  g ive i t  t o .  Dey wil l  b uy dat b room from him 
S ay dat wi l l  b ring de p eop les to de j ail . [Wi l s on . N .  Car . 1 ( 1 4 7 5) 1 

If yo ' in j ail 1 t ake a b room - an ' yo ' git in j ail . If  yo ' in j ail  
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an ' s omeone out chere yo ' don ' like , yo ' kin jump de broom in j ail  an ' call dere 

JUMP THE BROOM IN JAIL - CALL PERSON ' S  NAME 
WITHIN 48 HOURS PERSON NAMED WILL BE JAILED 

broom ]  j es '  ho l '  de b ro om an ' j ump ovah it , 
right ovah it , call dere name . 

names , an ' it  won ' be 48  hours fo ' 
dey be  right  in dere in j ail . 
(How do you mean , jump the broom? ) 
See [demons trates wi th imaginary 

j es ' hol ' it in yore han ' an ' j ump 

[Author explains demons tration for microphone . ]  
(Like this : s tretch your hand out and ho ld the broom [ end of  handle ] .  Then 

you j ump right  over the b room . ) 
Hol ' it  an ' j ump righ t through dere . S ee [ informan t demons trates ] dat ' s  ovah 

de broom ,  see . I f  yo ' call dere name , dey cain ' t he ' p  from comin ' dere . 
( That will make them come to j ail? ) 
Yes . [ B room ]  whut chew sweep de floor wit . Dey have tub come dere . [ Some

where in HOODOO is a s imi lar ri te from Wilmington , N .  Car . ] [ S umter , S .  Car . , 
( 1 3 6 7 ) , 2 42 0 : 6 . ] 

10812 . I f  she wan ta gi t rid o f  him ,  don ' t want him tub come b ack , j es '  sweep 
de house . When he go out de do ' ,  j es ' sweep de dirt out behin ' him an ' kick it  

KICK THE DIRT YOU SWEEP OUT 3 TIMES AFTER 
HE LEAVES THROUGH DOOR - USE INCANTATIONS 

three time , an ' tell him tub go away -
keep his spirit away . Kick i t  three 
time an ' j es '  say ,  " Go away , "  an ' j eri 
sweep i t  on out de do ' . Jes ' sweep 

de dirt righ t on behin ' his foot o f f  de do ' , an ' tell him tub go away , an ' his 
min ' will finally [ tell him to s tay away ] . 

(Jus t kick i t  up in the air three times . That makes him s tay away . )  [ S umter , 
S .  Car . , ( 1 340) , 2 31 7 : 2 . ] 

1081 3 . Yo ' know if yo ' 
s omp in like dat , an ' can ' t 

don ' t want a person round yore place o f  business  or 
keep ' em way from dere an ' want ' em away from dere , 

it ' s  like ah firs t s aid . Whensom-
KI CK THE DIRT YOU SWEEP OUT 3 TIMES AFTER 
HE LEAVES THROUGH DOOR - USE INCANTATIONS 
LEND NO MATCHES  FROM HOUSE UNTIL YOU SWEEP 

evah he come to yore house , sweep 
out behin ' ' em ,  out de gate [ through 
door and all way out through gate ] . 
An '  don ' t le t no matches go outa 

yore hous e atall , till yo ' gi t to sweep 
ah heard about matches . 

behin ' dis person . Dat ' s  de only thing 

[ Sweep ing behind a person is common , but to the present ri te a wi tchcraf t ele
ment has been added with the matches . To  make your counter spell work , you mus t 
no t lend anything to a person who may be  a wi tch or at leas t has a spell o f  any 
kind over you . In other words the departing man o f  this present ri te could break 
the woman ' s  kicking and incantations by success fully borrowing something from her 
house . Matches could also lend a sexual twi s t  to the present ri te . ] [Waycross , 

NAIL BROOM - BRUSH PART UP - AGAINST WALL NEXT TO 
RIGHT S I DE O F  MAIN DOOR ENTERING HOUSE - DO THIS 
AFTER UNWANTED PERSON LEAVES - HE NEVER RETURNS 

I 
don ' t sweep out , yo ' take dat broom an ' nail it  up 
do ' dis way [ demons trates ] when yo ' come in . 

Ga . , ( 116 1 ) , 19 3 7 : 2 . ) 
10814 . Well , now yo ' take de 
b room - j es '  lak ah ca.e to 
yore hous e an ' yo ' don ' t  vant 
me dere no mo ' .  We11 . if yo ' 

ovah de corner [ side] of de 

(Lay i t  to the righ t of the door when [where ] you come in? )  
Yeah , nail i t  up ; see , caugh t it  up lak dat [ demons trates ] .  
(You nail i t  agains t the wall wi th the b rush part up , to keep thea � �ng 

back there again . )  [ S avannah , Ga . , ( 1261) , 2 144 : 2 . ] 
10815 . [ They ] say ,  take a bran ' -new b room an ' set  it  b ehin ' de bed. an '  write 
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NEW BROOM - WRITE ON HANDLE NAME OF MAN SHE WANTS 
SET BROOM - BRUSH PART UP - BEHIND BED 

tuh be with - wri te his name on dat b room an ' turn 
up behin ' de bed . 

(What will that do ? )  
Dat draws de person in de hous e .  

a person ' s name on it . An '  
say dat whomsomever dat she 
wants tuh come dere - j es '  
like it ' s  a man dat she wants 

it b o t tom upwards an ' set it 

(Turn this b room with the brush part up . 
the top part ? )  

You wri te the name on the handle o r  

On d e  handle . [ Mobile , Ala . , ( 6 53) , 85 5 : 1 . ] 
1081 6 . Yo ' take a new b room ,  yo ' see . Yo ' take a new b room ,  i f  yo ' go move 

in a house , an '  always have a new b ro om an ' have a loaf o f  b read an ' a box of  

NEW BROOM - NEW LOAF OF BREAD - NE� BOX OF SALT 
WHEN YOU MOVE INTO ANOTHER HOUSE - NEVER LEAVE 
OLD BROOM WHEN YOU LEAVE - IT ' S  UNLUCKY FOR YOU 

salt . An '  i t ' s  lucky , a new 
b room ,  if yo ' sweep yore hous e .  
An '  nevah tuh go , tuh g o  [ to ]  
work an ' leave i t  [when you 
move ] . Nob ody wi ll have i t , 

b ecaus e it wi ll b ring evil into de hous e .  A new b room .  [ Algiers , La . , ( 1602 ) , 
302 4 : 6 . ]  

1081 7 . Well ,  yo ' take b lues tone an ' saltpeter an ' yo ' sp rinkle i t  into de 
floo r an ' den yo ' leave it dere . Yo ' put dat together an ' yo ' burn i t . See , 

9 TIMES - SWEEP ASHES OF BLUESTONE AND SALTPETER 
BURNED IN HOUSE 9 MORNINGS - MAKES PEOPLE MOVE 

yo ' burn dat together . An '  
de next mo rning yo ' git up 
an ' sweep nine times , fo ' 
nine mo rnings , see . An '  dem 

people be  gone ' way from dat p lace . Dey can ' t s tay dere . 
( In other words , if  I am living in a house , and s omebody comes in there and 

b urns this b luestone and saltpeter , it  would make me move out of  the house . )  
Make you move out . 
(Well , then I would have to sweep this [ thes e ]  ashes nine times fo r nine 

mo rnings , sweep it out of the house . )  
Jes t sweep to de s tep s fo ' nine mornings an ' yo ' can ' t s t ay dere . [ S t . 

Petersburg , Fla . , ( 1018) , 1648 : 4 . ] 
10818 . I f  yo ' us e yore own b room to sweep yore hous e an ' [ s omebody ] els e ' s  

that ' s  a little  b ad luck on that . An '  don ' t sweep yo re yard wi t de same b room 

OWN BROOM - ALWAY S SWEEP YOUR HOUSE WITH 
A BORROWED BROOM GIVE S  BAD LUCK 

REVER USE SAME BROOM TO SWEEP HOUSE AND YARD 

yo ' sweep yore house wi th . Dey 
say that ' s  b ad luck . They always 
s ay that if  a person use de same 
b room to sweep de hous e wi th an ' 
dey use the same b ro om to sweep 

de yard with , that brings about a li t t le 
burg � Fla . , ( 98 3 ) , 1591 : 8 . ] 

difficulty wit de family . [ S t . Peters-

10819 . Yo ' use b lack peppah when dey comin ' to yore hous e ,  an ' as dey go out 
use black peppah an ' salt an ' yo ' throw it behin ' ' em .  An' den yo ' git a b room 

PEPPER - BLACK - THROW OUT WHEN YOU SEE UNWANTED 
GUEST APP ROACHING DOOR - AFTER GUEST LEAVES 

TBBOV BLACK PEPPER - SALT - BUCKET OF CLEAR WATER 

an ' yo ' sweep out de do ' dey 
goes , an ' git a clear bucket 
of watah [bucket of clear no t 
s crubbing water ] an ' throw i t  
b ehin ' ' em .  Throw de wat ah 

right out in de s t reet right 
vatah right behin ' ' em .  

(What will that do then ? ) 

aftah dey go out de do ' ; throw a clear bucket o f  
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Dat will keep ' em away . D a t  drives ' em away from yore hous e .  [New Orleans , 
La . , ( 15 7 7 ) , 2906 : 2 . ] 

10820 . Say he come in - dis yore house heah - he come in heah . When he 
leave out , yo ' sprinkle s ome sal t right  out b ehin ' him an ' take yore broom an '  

sweep i t  out . Dey tell me dat ' s  
SALT BEHIND DEPARTING VI S ITOR - SWEEP IT OUT migh ty good t uh keep him away . 

[ Brunswick , Ga . , (1174) , 1983 : 4 . ] 
S UNDOWN - AFTER 10821 . Yo ' kin take a broom, dey 

UNLUCKY TO SWEEP TRASH FROM HOUSE says it ' s  bad luck tub sweep trash 
out de  house af t ah de sun goes 

down . [Wilson , N.  Car . , ( 14 7 5) , 2654 : 20 . ] 
1082 2 . To make a husband an ' wife b e  cross wi th one another all de t ime  -

look like dey j es '  can ' t git along - de lady mi ght use de b room on sweepin ' off 
de table  an ' dat ' ll cause 

TABLE - SWEEP OFF WITH BROOM - CONFUSION IN HOUSE 

be cross wi t one another . Well , anybody oughtn ' t  
peop le wull do i t  ' cuse ah ' ve s een ' em do it . 

(Who would sweep the table  with the b room? ) 
De lady , de man ' s  wif e .  
(Well , what would she d o  that for? ) 
Dat easy cleaning de table , ah reckon. 

confusion ' tween her an '  her 
husband . Seemed like dey ' d  

tuh do dat , but s omet imes 

[This may not b e  the floor b room but the hand b room I describ e  elsewhere : 
long slender twigs , reeds or grass b ent t ogether and t ied wi th same material 
jus t  b elow b end - ab out two feet long . ] 

( Sweep ing the table  o f f  with the b room will cause confusion in the house . )  
[ This  is  merely my comment for the microphone . ]  [Waycross ,  Ga . ,  (1133) , 

1841 : 1 . ] 
2 BROOMS IN BED - NAMED HIM AND HER 
!HEN CROS S THEM - TO BRING HIM BACK 

1082 3 .  T o  b ring b ack man , woman lays two 
b rooms in their , his and her former b ed , 
name one for  him and one for her , then 

crosses the b rooms . [Washingt on ,  D . C . , ( 6 30a) , 8 1 2 : 5 . ] 
10824 . I f  someone in yore hous e an ' yo ' want s ' em tuh leave or ei thah s t ay ,  

yo ' lay dat b room down in d e  flo ' an ' let  dem walk ovah dat b room an ' i f  yo ' 
vant ' em tuh leave , yo ' take i t  tuh de no ' th side of yore room an ' set it  up 

UP OR DOWN - STAND BROOM - ACCORDING TO PURPOSE 
VICfiM MUST WALK OVE R BROOM LYING ON FLOOR 
STAND BROOM ON NORTH SIDE OF ROOM OR HOUSE : 
ll' HE I S  NEVE R TO RETURN - STAND BRUSH PART DOWN 
IF TO RETURN OCCASIONALLY - STAND BRUSH PART UP 

wi t de sweep in ' part down , 
an ' dey ' ll j is '  leave al l de 
way round . Dey won ' t come 
round dere any mo ' • • • •  
An ' j is '  lak if  yo ' want ' em  
tuh s tay , well , yo ' know , tub 
come roun ' yo ' very often , yo ' 

se� i t  up wit de sweep in ' part 
kDav ,  at chure house ;  come an ' 
lio dat . 

up , an ' dey ' ll often come tuh look aroun ' , yo ' 
s ee yo ' [ i f ] anything dey kin do fo ' yo ' , dey ' ll 

(This is on the north s ide of the house? ) 
Yeah , it mus t  b e  on de no ' th side of  de house . [Memphis , Tenn . , (940) , 

1S23 : 1 . ] 
10825 . De s t raws of de b room .  Well , j es '  take a piece of  de straw aa' pa£ 

�� underneath yore haid an ' dat ' ll make yo ' have b ad luck . [ Florence , S .  Car. , 

IIOOMSTRAW 1 - UNDERHEAD IN BED - UNLUCKY 
(1323)  t 2 2 6 8 : 6 . ] 
1082 6 .  Put 2 b roomstraas erossaays 
[make cross with 2 braa.s�r..a] over 
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door and sweep b ehind , for unwelcome vis itor . [For 2 b rooms traws cross ed and 
buried to b e  walked over in the tob acco fi elds near Wilson , N .  Car . , see No . l 758 , 

v . l . ] [Memphis ,  Tenn . , 
BROOMSTRAWS 2 - CROSSED OVER DOOR - SWEEP BEHIND ( 969 ) , 1569 : 10 . ] 

108 2 7 . Take three s traws 
BROOMSTRAWS 3 - THROW BROOM OVER LEFT SHOULDER - WISH out of a broom and throw 

it [b room] acros s yore 
make yore wi s h .  Y o ' 1 1  git left shoulder b ackwards . Throw it b ack o f f  yo ' and 

dat wish . [Mob ile , Ala . , 9 6 3 : 9 . ] 
108 2 8 .  I t ' s  like my husb and and I i s  s eparated .  I would take f our s traws 

of the broom and he came home , I put ' em b efore the door . He comes in [ over the 
4 brooms traws ] and he ' ll never l eave . · 

(All you got to do , j us t  t ake f our s traws from 
the broom? ) 

BROOMSTRAWS 4 - BEFORE DOOR 
MAN WALKING OVER NEVER LEAVES 

Four s traws of  the broom ,  before [ in front o f ] 
the door . 
(And he won ' t leave any mor e .  I s ee . ) [New 
Orleans , La . , ( 7 91) , 110 3 : 8 . ] 

BROOMSTRAWS 9 - OVER DOOR 
TO KEEP HUSBAND HOME 

10829 . Ah heard dat chew take nine s traws an ' 
lay i t  up ovah yore husb an ' s haid t o  make him , 
yo ' know , s tay home . 
(Nine s traws o f  what ? )  
O f  a b room. Lay ' em up ovah de do ' so dat he 

could walk in an '  out undah ' em .  S ays , now y o ' keep ' em dere so he ' ll s tay 
home . [Fayet tevill e ,  N .  Car . , ( 1 391) , 2 9 9 8 : 3 . ] 

1083 0 .  Take de brooms traws an ' name ' em an ' put ' em undah de  do ' s teps , an ' 
dat will keep a man from goin ' o f f . He go o f f  but he ' l l come b ack . Put ' em out 
dere undah de b ack of de s t ep s  where he goes by ever ' mawnin ' .  

BROOMSTRAWS 9 - NAME MAN TELLING STRAWS WHAT TO DO 
WHILE PUTTING THEM UNDER STEPS HE MUST WALK OVER 

yo ' talkin ' tuh ' em ,  yo ' know , whut chew want ' em 
s on ,  N .  Car . , ( 149 9 ) , 2 6 67 : 2 0 . ] 

1 0 8 31 .  Well , i f  yo ' want s omebody tuh come in 
de time , yo ' gi t chew a s traw out of a b room. I f  

BROOMSTRAWS 9 - OUTSIDE THE HOUSE - T O  MAKE GUEST 
ENTER FRONT DOOR - FOR MAN - ADD HIS HAT BOW 
FOR WOMAN - INCLUDE HER FOOT TRACK - SPECIAL 

GOOD REASONS WHY PERSONS MUST NOT ENTER BACK DOOR 

dey will j es '  come in de front do ' all de time . 

(What do you name them? ) 
Name dem de  man ' s  name or 
whoevah it is go in ' o f f . 
(Each s t raw you name the 
s ame man? ) 
No , yo ' name ' em j es '  lak 

tuh do an ' ever ' thing . [Wil-

de s ame do ' of yore hous e all 
it ' s  a man , git de b ow out o f  

h i s  hat ; if  it ' s  a woman , 
j es '  take one of her tracks . 
An '  take dat s traw an ' s t i ck 
nine s traws around yore front , 
an ' dey [man or  woman ] won ' t 
nevah come in yore b ack do ' , 

(Well , what do you do wi th that s tuff that you get from them? Where do you 
put that ? )  

Put that ? Y o ' put i t  with de s traws . I f  i t ' s  a man , yo ' take an ' put one up 
ovah de do ' - s ee , one o f  dem s traws . Y o ' d  have tuh have nine s traws f rom yore 
broom ,  yo ' unders tand . An ' i f  i t ' s  a man , yo ' take one [brooms traw ]  wi th de b ow 
of his hat an ' s t ick i t  up de do ' . I f  i t ' s  a woman , j es '  take her track an ' 
where yo ' put dis  s t raw ,  put s ome of  dat dirt right down aside o f  dat [ foot  trac� 
right round in front o f  yore hous e .  An '  dey coming dataway all de time . 
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(Well , why don ' t you want them to come into the house any o ther way b ut that? ) 
Well , dat ' s  in case a man got a woman an ' she mes s in '  wi th anothah man , an ' 

she kin always have him tub go out de b ack do ' .  S ee , make him c ome in de f ront 
do ' an' he kin go right on out de b ack do ' .  Have it locked an ' he won ' t  nevah 
go to de f ront do ' - s ee , nowhere b ut d e  f ront do ' . [ Fayet teville . N . Car . , 
(139 8) , 2519 : 11 . ) 

108 3 2 .  And then you t ake a card , playing cards , you s ee ; you know , l ike you 
[picture o f  man : j ack or king ] . 

(P laying card s ? ) 
Yes . Well , you t ake him out and you ' l l turn him up b ehind your b ed ,  you 

unders t and . 
(Behind your b ed ,  yes . )  
Behind de head o f  your b ed on de s ame s ide that you [ man] s leep s . Now , this 

is a woman fer a man , and then on de other s ide , he kin do de woman de s ame way , 

BROOMSTRAWS 9 - IF YOU WANT RUNAWAY MATE BACK 
THIS SHOULD BE DONE BY PERSON WHO CAN RUN CARDS 
MAN CHOOSES QUEEN - WOMAN CHOOSES JACK OR KING 
TACK THIS CARD BEHIND YOUR PLACE IN BED - HEAD UP 
BACK OF CARD TO BED - FACE OUT - TALK TO PI CTURE 
EVERY MORNING - OFFER IT FOOD - DRINK - SAY GOOD 
THINGS ABOUT ABS ENT PERSON - DO THIS 9 MORNINGS 
THE PERSON SOON RETURNS - STRAWS FROM A NEW BROOM 

you s ee [ he uses f emale card ] .  
And you ' ll put it there and 
then you ' l l t ake a b room what 
you have never swept with . I 
mean a new b room. You git 
nine s traws out o f  that . And 
then you ' ll t alk to him every 
morning . Everything you eat , 
you f eed him and s ay s  good 
thing s  ab out him .  Don ' t  say 

anything harsh . And he ' l l b e  compelled to come 
{What card do you t ake out o f  that deck? ) 
Take de card that run for you. 

home t o  you.  

{Oh , you have to run the cards ? )  
Yeah , now like you might run a spade . You might run a diamond . You might run 

a heart . You might run in a j ack and you might run in a king , you s ee .  
( I  s ee . ) 
Well ,  you t ake de card that run f o r  you . 
(And you put that up b ehind your b ed - ups ide down , you s ay? ) 
Oh , no ! Don ' t  turn dat ups ide down . You nail it  b ehind your b ed .  Like I 

lays on de right s ide o f  de b ed ,  well , you nail it  on de right s ide o f  de b ed .  
(Behind the b ed? ) 
Yeah , b ehind de b ed ,  out o f  s earch f rom everyone . No one knows it b ut you. 

You do that to yoursel f .  No one sees  it . 
( I s  the f ace agains t the b ed o r  the f ace out ? ) 
The f ace i s  out . No , the f ace is  out . The b ack of  de card is agains t de bed . 

And you f eed that with everything that you eat . Even now , like you would ge t 
wate r - j us t  like you was really f eeding him s ure enuf f .  And you t alks sweet 
things - like you ' po lo giz ing , you know . 

( I  s ee ,  to  this card? ) 
Yeah , to  that card , f o r  ninr mornings and he will b e  f orced t o  come back .  As 

to the woman [ if a man is working this rite ] she ' ll b e  forced t o  come back. 
[Richmond , V a . , ( 431) , 385 : 3  & 5+85 . ]  

108 3 3 . Whensomevah yo ' want a j ob ,  
Yo ' know it ' s  s ompin dey call b uckeyes 

yo ' kin t ake one of dese heah buckeyes . 
dat grow in de woods , s ome kinda thing 

� - HOLD IN HAND - SQUEEZE - SEEKING JOB 
dey call de b uckeye . AD '  yo' 
kin t ake s ome  of dat . cake bit 
an ' put it in yore pocket. 

ID1e [hold ) i t  in yore hand an ' s queeze it  in yore hand when yo ' go look fo ' a 
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j ob ,  any kinda favo r . D ey ' l l nevah deny yo ' .  While yo ' talkin ' , hal ' dat buck
eye in yore hand ; yo ' know , squeeze i t  t i ght an ' talk to dem , an ' dey won ' deny 
yo ' fa ' yo ' j ob ,  whats omevah yo ' go dere fa ' .  [ Way cro s s , Ga . , ( 1 09 3 ) , 1 7 6 1 : 1 1 . ] 

1 0 8 3 4 . Yo ' go to s omeb ody an ' yo ' g i t  a l i t t le ole s omp in dey calls a b u ck-
eye , an ' yo ' t o t e  dat in yore p o cke t . S ew i t  up in a l i l ' s ack . An ' yo ' go to 

BUCKEYE IN BAG - CARRY - " FEED" HEARTS COLOGNE - JOB 
de drug s to '  an ' gi t s ome 
Heart Co logne an ' po ' dat 
on dere , an ' j e s '  go an ' 

ask fa ' a j ob an ' he g i t  chew a j ob .  [ S umte r ,  S .  C ar . , ( 13 7 8 ) , 2 44 8 : 5 . ] 
10 8 3 5 . Dere ' s  a ro o t  dey call de li t t le buckroo t .  I t  grows ri ght s trai ght 

down dere an '  have sort o f  a fork down dere an ' grows down . I f  yo ' kin g i t  dat 

BUCKROOT - CALLED LITTLE B UCKROOT - ROOT A FORK 
STRAI GHT DOWN INTO GROUND - CARRY - CHEW P I ECE 
WHEN TALKING TO BOS S FO R JOB - HE 'LL YIELD TO YO ' 

an ' yo ' s  tuh tote dat an ' 
chew a p i e c e  o f  i t  when yo ' 
talkin ' wi th him [ b o s s ] - yo ' 
want a j ob - an ' look him 
right in de face an ' don ' 

look on de ground ; j e s '  look toward8 his hat , da t will s o f t en his mind , an ' he ' l l 
qui t  talkin ' tuh anyone else an '  look ri ght after yo ' .  An ' yo ' j es '  talk an ' 
tell him whut chew wan t , i f  yo ' pl eas e  do so-an ' - s o , whut yo ' wan t . An ' he ' l l 
yield to yo ' .  [ C oul d li t t le buckroot b e  the l i t t le buckeye = the red b uckeye , 
a shrub by s p e c i e s  o f  b u ckeye A es cu lus pavia o f  Southern U . S . A? ]  [ S umt e r , S .  
C ar . , ( 13 6 1) , 2 3 9 9 : 9 . ] 

1 0 8 3 6 .  I ' l l t e l l  you ano ther s t o ry I have he ard ; I heard a fellow 
fellow had killed a fellow and he couldn ' t  res t that night , and a man 

to take a bullet and to 

s ay .  Thi s 
told him 
take the 

BULLET : OF S I LVER [ HERE TINFO I L ] LAYS GHO ST s t e e l  p ar t  out of the bull e t , and 
let that powder s t ay in the re . And 

take s ome s i lver p aper [ tinfo i l ] and p ack in i t  and whenever he s een this s p i ri t 
[ o f the man he had kill e d ]  sho o t  i t  wi th his p i s tol and he would neve r s e e  i t  
again . [ I  vaguely rememb er thi s man , a mature b e llboy a t  the ho tel in P e ters
burg , Vir gini a ,  where my wi fe and I s t opp e d  from the nigh t  after leaving Old 
P o int Comfo r t . Thi s was in 19 3 6 .  P revious ly ,  in the margin t i t l e  at the b o t tom 
o f  p . XI X , v . l  o f  HOODOO , I thought we had spent that night at the o l d  J e f ferson 
Ho tel in Richmond . Ac tual ly we did not s t op at Ri chmond on this trip but from 
P e t ersburg continued on to Frede ricksburg where we had luncheon next day and I 
me t my future cont act man Carter for the firs t time . I t  was then I arranged 
wi th him for my re turn to collect at Frede r i cksburg . That a f t e rnoon we cont inued 
on to Warrenton , where that night I interviewed a wai te r . By the way , the b ell
b o y  at P e te rsburg was No . 3 3 ,  and the b ul l e t  s t o ry was re corded on Ediphone cyl
inder No . 2 6 .  My ori ginal t rans crip t i on is a t t ached to thi s sheet on whi ch I am 
now wri ting . ] 

1 0 8 3 7 . Yes , s i r , a b u t t e rfly ro o t .  
in i t .  Yo ' kin b ring i t  t o  yere hous e .  

And you t ake that - yo ' know dere ' s  mi lk 

BUTTERFLY WEED - B REAK UP AND BURY AT DOOR 
TO KEEP AWAY AN UNWANTED VI S ITOR 

J e s t dig it up and b reak that up - b re ak 
i t , j e s t  pull de leave on it an ' s e e  
d e  mi lk drop . An ' yo ' [ t ake ] that 
and it s tings j es t  like de hous e i s  
b e come y o r e  [wo rd o r  s everal wo rds 

dropped = bet e  no ire , ob s es s i on , ho o s o o , e t c . ] .  Yo ' kin [ t ake ] that and b ury i t  
right out yonder t o  them s t eps an ' yo ' ain ' t nevah ga in ' come n o  furthe r .  You 
vanta come in de hous e but you cain ' t go [ in ] . You keep aga in ' b y .  Yo ' be comin ' 
by but yo • cain ' t come in . 

(You j ust bury i t  out in front o f  the s t eps ? )  
Yeah, jest take i t  and bury i t  there j e s t  s omewhere front o f  de s t eps o r  any-
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where whe re yo ' know h e  ain ' t nevah gain ' t o  raise his f o o t  up t o  come in . [ This 
is the common butterfly weed , a mi lkweed with showy orange flowers (Asclepias 
tuberosa) common to the eas tern U . S . A. ] [ S avannah , Ga . , (542) , 6 74 : 3 . ]  

10838 . I f  yo ' will s tew a buzzard down an ' yo ' wanta put i t  aroun ' some 
enemy ' s  do ' an '  bury it , an ' dey says that that pe rson then will b ecome sick an ' 

BUZZARD - STEW - BURY AT ENEMY DOOR - S I CK - DIE 

BUZZARD - RED-HEADED ONE - CUT OFF HEAD - BOIL 
BURY NORTH S IDE OF HOUSE  - BELOW TOP SOIL - LUCK 

he will die . [Waycross , Ga. , 
( 1 105) , 1 78 0 : 4 . ] 
10839 . About de vulture - d e  
buzzards . Ah heard dat chew 
could git de redhead buzzard 
an ' cut his head o f f , an '  boil 
it an ' git  his b rains , an '  put 

it in a cup or in anything , j es t  confine it  
top  soil ] an ' b ury i t . Said dat would give 

(Where do you bury that? ) 

an ' dig to de clay [ dig through the 
you luck . 

On de no ' th s ide of  de house . 
(Do they have any buz z ards around here ? )  
Dey had red [head ] buzzards heah , yes sir . [Waycross , Ga . ,  (116 2 ) , 1938 : 4 . ] 
10840 . Ah hear ' em s ay dat dey take a buzz ard aig . Yo ' git hit dey said 

an' yo ' heat it hot but no t cook i t , an ' yo ' could carry it  to a ce rtain plac e 

BUZZARD E GG - HEAT - WRITE ON NAME OF PERS ON 
BURY AT HIS DOOR - MOVES OR HAS NO SUCCE S S  THERE 

around a person ' s house , de 
do ' where dey vi s i t  around . 
An '  yo ' put dat - name it , 
yo ' see . Yo ' write dere name 

on it  an ' it ' ll either run ' em away from dere or dey nevah would have no success 
dere . Ah heard dat . [Waycros s , Ga . ,  ( 1154) , 189 2 : 5 . ] 

BUZZARD FEATHER - BURY AT DOOR - DRIFT YO ' ' WAY 

BUZZARD FEATHERS - BURN FOR LUCK 

10841 . Taking a buzzard feath
er an ' bury it  to yore do ' s tep 
an ' dat ' ll dri f t  yo ' ' way -
make yo ' leave home . [Way
cros s , Ga . ,  ( 1 0 9 5 ) , 1 76 6 : 4 . ] 
1084 2 .  Git de buz zard feath-
ers . Burn dem all around yore 

place or  j es t  burn ' em in yore yard - anything . Now , dey are ve ry lucky . [Way
cros s , Ga . , ( 1148 ) , 187 3 : 8 . ] 

BUZZARD FEATHERS OVER DOOR - FOOLISH - WANDER 10843 . E f  ah wanta run yo ' crazy 
an ' ah don ' t like yo ' nohow , ah 

kin take a buz z ard ' s  feather . Ah ' ll go tuh yore house an ' ah ' ll take dat buz zard 
feather an '  ah ' l l ran ' em ' bout fur as yore do ' , an ' den yo ' ll git foolish , an ' 
wander aroun ' • 

(You j us t  put i t  over the door ? ) 
Uh-huh ovah de do ' . [ Faye t teville , N .  Car . , ( 1435) , 2 601 : 10 . ] 
10844 . Wal , dey tell me yo ' kin take a feather out o f  a buzzard , yo ' know 

aae dose ole b one fe athers , an ' keep dat an ' yo ' cleans yore teeth . Scrub yore 
Eeeth . Dey s ay dat ' s  a perfect medicine to you . Dat ' s  all ah evah heard . Ah 

don ' t know no hoodOo aboa� 
BUZZARD FEATHER TOOTHBRUSH PRESERVES TEETH a buz z ard feather . 

(That ' s  t o  preserve ,aar 
teeth . ) [ St .  Pe�ersbar.l . 
Fla . , ( 1 031) , 1677:2 . ] 

-z:znD GREASE - ON BODY - FOR PHYSICAL CONDITION 1084 5 .  Dey tell .e yo '  kin 
kill a buzzard da� vay • yo '  

a.a. .  an '  cook him an ' g i t  his oil , yo ' know , an ' grease wit i t  da� vay ,  an '  yo ' 
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kin do most  any kinda thing dat chew wanta do . [ This usually means physi cal 
condit ion . ]  [Waycro ss , Ga . ,  ( 1 0 6 9 ) , 1 7 3 0 : 11 . ] 

BUZZARD GREASE MAKES ENEMY TOO LIMBER 
1084 6 .  If someone is a enemy to yo ' -
dey wanta see yo ' linger or somep in -
yo ' kin use i t  fa ' dat , but ' scus in ' 

dat ah haven ' t  hear ' t  [heard ] . 
an ' yo ' give it  t o  ' em .  

Dey cook it  down to a oil , dat  buz zard grease , 

(How? ) 
In dey food or in water . 
(What will that do to them? ) 
An ' dey will come to be  limb er - in other words , 

use of  deyself [by becoming too limb er ! ] .  
dey wouldn ' t  L w 0uld ] lose de 

(Why would they do that ? )  
Why , j es t  lak i f  a person 

tuh do yo ' harm some way an ' 
' venge out dey would do so . 

1084 7 .  Ah learnt dat if  

had a grudge against yo ' o r  anything , if  dey wanted 
dat de onliest way . Anyway dey could git to git dey 
[Waycross ,  Ga . , ( 1153) , 1 89 2 : 2 . ] 

a person kill a buz zard an ' j est  like if I had a 
friend - a wife o r  anything - an ' dey wants tu.h takE de "upper turns " of me an ' 

BUZZARD HAS ONE LUMP OF GREASE - RUB DROP OR TWO 
ON PERSON IN ANOTHER HOUSE WILL BREAK UP FAMILY 

t ake away from me , well dey 
kin kill a buz zard . Dey say 
a buz zard got one lump of  
grease in  him . Take dat  lump 

of  grease out an ' fry it an ' put it in a lit t le vial an ' keep it  around wit dem . 
An ' s ay ,  if ever occasion fa ' dey comin ' to mah house , dey kin take a drop or 
two an ' run in dere han ' , an ' when dey git to mah house , say if  dey kin git 
cla st  enough to mah folks to rub dey han ' on ' em ,  it will keep mah folks in 
confus ion , an ' dey ' ll have de influence of mah home . 

(They j ust  rub it  over their clo thes ? )  
Ovah de clo thes , head , anywhere . 
(That is  i f  someone is trying to break up you and your family . )  [Waycro ss , 

Ga . ,  ( 1 1 5 9 ) , 19 34 : 6 . ] 
1084 8 .  To  make ' em leave , if somebody is 

Well , if yo ' ve got anything with any of yore 
heah dat chew wanta git rid of  ' em .  
clo thes or anything , i f  ah kin git  

BUZZARD GREASE ON  PERSON ' S  CLOTHE S - TO SEND AWAY 
a buz zard or anything an ' 
kill him an ' git some of his 
greas e .  Lak i f  yore clo thes 

is hangin ' up dere [points to something ] ah ' ll take an ' run some o f  de grease 
maybe in yore clo thes . Rub it  under de arms of yore clo thes or somewhere near , 
round in heah [ demonstrates ] .  Yo ' couldn ' t  tell it  wuz on dere . 

(What will that do ? )  
Yo ' will leave home . [ Fayetteville , N .  Car . , ( 1448) , 2 6 3 0 : 14 . ] 
10849 . I f  a person i s  s tuf f , yo ' know , an ' den dey maybe s ays [ let  us stay ] , 

dat dey has some lodes tone an ' dey had it  workin ' in dere first , see , but dat 

BUZZARD BURIED 3 DAYS - BUZZARD OIL IS MI GHTY HIGH 
AND RITE I S  MI GHTY WITH LODE STONE AND SILVER DOLLAR 

han ' [ o f  the body ] is too 
s t i f f  tuh feel de money 
when dat lodes tone draw it . 
[A piece of lodes tone band-

aged on hand before or while gamb ling . ]  Dey kill a buzzard an ' bury him three 
days [see v . l ,  p . 533 , line 34 ]  see . Den dey will cook dat buz zard an ' den dey 
git dat oil , strain dat oil , an ' j es '  lak when dey go out in de middle of de 
night , dey [ leave gamb ling room ] take dat buzzard oil an ' dey grease dere j o int s 
wit it , j es '  a lit tle , not much [se e  No . ll49 , p . 4 2 2 , v . l ]  j es '  grease . Af tah 
dey grease it , well dey come back in [ return to gambling room]  - grease all 
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around an ' grease b ack o f  de ears . An ' dat makes ' em soup-p Ze [ supple ] an '  dat 
makes ' em see whut come in [buz z ard has keen eyes ] . [While outside ] put lode
s tone in dere an ' take it an ' j es '  gi t dat skin up enough tuh put a piece ab out 
de size  of  a but ton righ t  in de re ! An ' den put a silver dollar on his tail ! 
An '  j es '  come in dat house  an ' j es '  take yore han ' lak dat • • •  

(What makes the hand s tiff , though ? )  
Ah dunno , s tiff  j oints . An ' dey wan ta be  soupp le , see , an ' dat buzzard oil 

is mighty high .  [ I f  this rite means what I think it does , there is nothing 
qui te like i t ! However , see the following rite f or some thing similar . ] [Me� 
phis , Tenn . , ( 1 530 ) , 2 7 3 8 : 6 . ] 

10850 .  Well , i f  a person - dey ' s  
an '  j es '  keep on b oas tin ' , "Yes , yo ' 

go t good hai r an ' de o thah one got bad hair . 
pick yo ' hai r .  Le t me pick yo ' hair back. 

BUZZARD MANURE OR HANDS WIPED BETWEEN LEGS 
RUBBED ON PERSON ' S HEAD TAKES OUT ALL HAIR 
SP IT RUB OVER PERSON ' S  HEAD TO REMOVE HAIR 

lak dis heah . "  Well , now if it ' s  
a man , "Well , "  he says , " ah ' 11 fix 
yo ' s o ' s  yores be ' s  j e s '  lak m8h 
hai r . "  Dey ' ll go an ' gi t dat buz
zard manure . Yes .  an ' dey cain ' t 

gi t to yo ' deyself , but dey ' ll give it  t o  yore friend . Dey ' ll pay yore fren ' 
an ' yore fren ' will git to yo ' , be  comb in '  yore hai r , an ' put dat in de hai r . 
Lak , now , someone b e  comb in ' yore hair an ' yo ' spi t  in yore han ' an ' rub i t  on 
yore haid , an ' yore hai r ' l l go . 

(You mean spi t ting on your hand will take your hai r  out ? The buz zard manure 
will do that also ?  And sp i t ting on your hand will do i t ? )  

Jes ' comb yore haid an ' sp i t  on yore han ' , b e  combin ' ,  an ' take yore han ' an ' 
wipe down heah an ' comb down . Dat t ake every b i t  out . 

(Wipe your hand where ? )  
' Tween yore laigs . An ' comb yore hai r  down . Take every bit  out . 
(That ' s  two other ways o f  doing i t .  What do you do wi th that buzzard manure ? )  
Put i t  o n  yore haid . 
(Then another way o f  doing i t  i s  t o  sp i t  on your hand ? )  
Dat ' s  righ t .  
(And ano ther 

on the person ' s 
Dat ' s  righ t .  

(1368) , 2425 : 7 . ] 

way of doing i t  is to rub your hand between your legs and put it 
head ? )  

[ S ee p receding ri te for some thing s imilar . ]  [ Sumter , S .  Car • •  

1085 1 .  You take buz zard manure an ' then you put that into calf-manure . Some
time he [ a  p rofessional worke r ]  say sheep shed [ manure ] - well , i t ' s  the same 

BUZZARD MANURE AND CALF MANURE OR SHEEP SHED 
IN DRINK - DRINKER ACTS LIKE BUZZARD - LOSES MIND 

thing [ a  manure ] - an ' that . 
he gon ' a give that to  some
b o dy in a drink . An ' he put 
half of this , den fill that 

glass up with [ alcoholic ] liquor an ' give that to a person to drink . That ' ll 
.ake ' em ac t j is '  like a buzzard , flop an ' care [ carry ] on like a buzzard . [Calf 
.anure makes him childish ; sheep shed , timid and s imp le-minded . ]  [New Orleaas . 
La .  t ( 802) t 1119 : 6 . ]  

1085 2 .  I f  a person wan ta gi t in big  business , dey haven ' t  go t nuthin tab do 
[but ] tuh gi t him some powders an ' gi t dis cal ' mus powders . Yo ' know ca1•..a 

CALAMUS AND GUNSHOT - FOR B IG BUS INESS 
powders whut chew take but it ' s  DD� 
rhub arb cal ' mus , i t  cal ' mus  itaelf 
[ calamus = Aaoris aa� .  the ...et 

flag . its  aromatic roo t ] . An '  
.us powder ,  see . Yo ' wear dat 
not gunp owder ,  de gunsho t outa 

yo ' take da t cal ' mus powder an ' yo • -.r da£ cal. • 
cal ' mus powder an ' den yo ' git c� aa.e caasbot 
de gun shell , j is '  lak dese bul.lJ!u . -· � dea 
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up . An '  beat dem up an ' den yo ' j es '  take an ' wash dat thing o f f  right good . 
Yo ' have tuh wash it  right round yoresel f .  See , j is '  lak de pistol ball , yo ' 
have tuh take dat ball [ sho t ] right outa dere • • • •  An '  j is '  take dat an ' j is '  use 
it  round yoresel f .  See , j is '  round yoresel f ,  j i s '  lak dat . D en yo ' tie dat up 
into a silk corner o f  a pocket han ' ke ' ch ' e f ,  j is '  in de corner o f  a pocket han ' 
ke ' ch ' ef ,  an ' den yo ' kin git [down to ] busines s .  

(How do you mean you rub yoursel f ? )  
J i s ' take yore private s ,  understan ' - j i s '  lak yo ' d o  with a woman , under-

stan ' . 
(The woman does this in business ? )  
Sho ' , dat ' s  right . 
( She takes the powder out o f  the gunshell and mixes it wi th thi s  other stuff ? )  
Dat ' s  right . [Memphis , Tenn . , (9 36 , woman , profess ional hoodoo) , 1 51 6 : 2 . ]  
1 0 8 53 . Well , yo ' kin take a person , say fo ' ninstance [ an instance ] if  de 

law is perticular an ' bo therin ' yo ' all de t ime , yo ' kin git a aandah [ calendar ] .  
Ah gues s  yo ' ve see dem ole aandahs [ calendars ] or  sompin lak dat . Find out de 
law ' s name dat ' s on de beat , see , an ' write dere name down on dat . 

CALENDAR - OLD - WRITE POLICEMAN ' S  NAME ON 
AND HIDE WHERE HE PASSES  TO KEEP HIM GOING 

(On the calendar ? )  
Uh-huh , o n  d e  back of  any kind o f  
aandah [ calendar ] ,  it  doesn ' t make 
any difference . 
(That has the months and days on it ? )  
Dat ' s  all , uhmmm , but yo ' has tuh 

git  a piece of it . I t  don ' t have tuh be a large p iece an ' write dere name down 
on dis , an' take it  wherevah dey travel along . S t i ck dat some place where dey ' ve 
got to pass by , understand with dat name wrote on it , but chew gotta find dere 
names out before yo ' kin write ' em .  Wr ite it  on de back o f  de aandah [ calendar ] ,  
each one . See . Or all o f  ' em whut ' s  round dat sect ion . See , an ' write de names 
on it , an ' stick i t  ' bout any place where dey have tuh pass . Jes ' probably say 
yo ' might take yore pen [wi th which you wrote the name s ]  an ' stick it  on [ the 
paper wi th the names on ] in de po s t  where dey have tuh pass , sompin lak dat . Yo ' 
kin use dat . [Memphis , Tenn . , (1518) , 2 69 6 : 13 . ] 

1085 4 .  In gamb l ing , yo ' take an ' git chew a d ime worth of  dat Georgia Pure 
Syrup [ perhap s brand name ] an ' sp rinkl e a little sulphur in it  an ' cook it  an ' 

SCRAPE SYRUP CANDY INTO SHOE - GAMBLING LUCK 
j es '  pull it to a candy . An ' 
when yo ' git it  to a candy , take 
a little  piece - ab out dat much 

[ shows a finger ] an ' wear it . After it git dry , yo ' grease it an ' wear it . An ' 
ever ' time yo ' g i t  in b ad lu ck , yo ' pull o f f  an ' yo ' sc rape a l i ttle o f  it  in d e  
b o t t om o f  yore shoe an ' go on . Yore  luck ' s always on . 

(Luck in what ? )  
Fo ' gamb l in ' . 
(And you have a piece o f  thi s  candy about the s ize o f  one o f  your fingers ? )  
Yassuh , a l i t t le piece about dat long , about de s ize of  yore finger . An '  

old-fashioned candy , yassuh . An '  ole reg ' lah syrup candy . But chew put dat 
sulphur in it . [ Bruns

JOB TOBY : PINEWOOD HONEY - CINNAMON - IN RED FLANNEL 
wick , Ga . ,  (1182) , 1 9 9 3 : 5 . ] 
10 855 . I f  yo ' wanted tuh 
git  a j ob or somp in lak 

heab pinewood honey . I t ' s  somp in 
I t ' s  in dif ferent kind o f  cypres s 
pinewood honey - pinewood honey . 

dat , git chew some dis 
dat grows on a tree , but chew gotta find dat . 
call ed swampy ground , an ' low ground , j es '  
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(Is  that the name o f  the tree ? ) 
No , dat ' s  de name o f  de s tuff whut comes o f f  de tree . Dey call i t  p inewood 

honey . It ' s  a certain time o f  month dat chew kin git dis heah offa any tree , 
but i t ' s  dark s omp in lak tar . But when de sap is  in de t ree [ s tops talking ] . 

(The s tuff that the children used to chew? ) 
Dat ' s  i t , b�t when de sap is  in de tree . 
(That thick sap that the children used to chew? They call i t  p inewood honey? ) 
P inewood honey . An ' yo ' use dis p inewood honey an ' yo ' kin carry it in yore 

pocket . An ' git chew some dis heah c innamon powder an ' burn it an ' place it ovah 
dis heah [ p inewood honey ] an ' wrap dat in red flannel an ' wears it about chew , 
when yo ' goes about dere [place o f  bus ines s ]  an ' as t him fo ' a j ob .  

(Where do you burn this , in your own house? ) 
Uhmmuh . 
(But you have this p inewood honey in your pocket when you go to ask for a 

j ob ? )  
Yeah , but chew go t ta have dat p inewood honey an ' de c innamon . Yo ' go tta burn 

dis  c innamon , burn i t  by  itself an ' den aftah i t  b rowns , see , sprinkl e it ovah 
dis pinewood honey . S ee , an ' den put it in a bag an ' carry i t  in yore pocket , 
j es ' lak de [ they ] call de [ the ] tobies [ the s ingular is  toby , the same name as 
the j ug ] whut people use .  

(This i s  a toby ? )  
Uh-huh . Dey call ' em tobies an ' han ' s .  [Memphis , Tenn . , ( 1 5 1 8 ) , 2696 : 13 . ] 
10856 . Bury "blackcat ashes , "  ob tainab l e  from a mail-order house in Memphis , 

Tenn . , sprinkle where vic tim walks , saying "move , "  causes that person in mind to 

BLACK CAT ASHES - SPRINKLE IN PATH SAYING "MOVE" 
move . [ All this was years 
ago . The label on the box did 
no t read "Black Cat Ashes" but 

"Ashes" only - with the picture o f  
882 : 2 . ] 

a black cat on the box ! ] [Mob ile , Ala . , 

1085 7 .  That I worked my owns elf . 
(Oh ! All right . What do you do ? )  
I takes nine tacks . Lis ten , nine 

I take - I worked it myself . 

black cat , and I would bury that cat 
tacks , and then I would take me a [ dead ] 
underneath the s teps . Unders tand? And 

BLACK CAT BURIED UNDER DOORSTEP - 9 TACKS CROSSED 
5 AND 4 IN DOOR SADDLE - NO ONE CAN RENT OR STAY 

after I bury that cat under
neath the s teps , den anybody 
what live in dat house , they 

would have t o  move ; but you yourself that owned 
� in there , you woul d have to go to work and 
up .  [ Informant wi th one s troke of an imaginary 
throws it away . ] 

(Throw i t  away , like that ? )  
Throw i t  away . 
(Well , what do you do wi th tho s e  nine tacks ? )  

couldn ' t  live in there , they 
the place , even if you would 
take even that cat and dig it 
shovel dig up imaginary cat and 

The nine tacks ? If anybody move in , they would move in and move out . 
(Well , where do you put those  nine tacks ? )  
You put them at the front o f  the doo r .  
(How do  you mean , you tack them t o  the door? ) 
Bine - you make ' em cros sed , that is , f ive one way and four the other. 

waald be nine , you see . 
(Under the door?  Under • •  : • •  

�e they could no t b e  
On the s ill . 

the s teps or on the s ide o f  the s�l 
seen . 1 
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( I  see , where you couldn ' t  see them? ) 
Yas suh .  Jus t when they coming inside there , put them on the sill like there -

on the sill , there [p oints ] .  
( I  see .  I understand . )  
And quite naturally , when their feet would s t ep there , why they couldn ' t  see 

the tacks because the reason why , their feet would hit [ res t ]  on the tacks and 
they couldn ' t  see [ them] . When they look down , they wouldn ' t see no thing but 
their feet . [New Orleans , La . , ( 8 6 1 ) , 137 2 : 1 . ] 

BLACK CAT NECK HAIR - BLACK HEN EGG - ON LATTER 
NAME OF PERSON WANTED - WRAP - BURY UNDER STEP 

10858 . Git de hairs from a 
black eat ' s  neck , right back 
of  de neck an ' take a aig . 
Take a black hen ' s aig , hairs 

from a black eat ' s  neck - dat ' s  if yo ' wanta draw a person - an ' write  dat per
s�n ' s  name on dat aig . An '  put dat hair in dere , wrap i t  up , an ' bury it undah 
yo ' do ' s tep s , an ' dat ' ll draw ' em .  

( Do you p u t  the hair on the inside of  the egg or j us t  o n  the outside ? )  
Write d e  name on dere an ' put de hair right on top o f  where yo ' write  d e  name 

on i t , an ' j es '  put chew a lit t l e  cloth around i t . [ S avannah , Ga . , ( 1 2 7 8 ) , 
2174 : 8 . ] 

IF  BLACK CAT CROS SES YOUR PATH ON WAY TO FIND WORK 10859 . I know they say i f  
you s tart t o  get a j ob and 

a black cat crosses you [ crosses your path ] , you might as well go back home be
cause you ga in ' have bad luck . The man doesn ' t gain ' hire you . He ' ll turn you 
b ack . [Norf olk , Va . , ( 4 5 7 ) , 44 6 : 5 . ] 

10860 . When I was gambling , I always would get me a j et b lack cat and I would 
stroke his tail seven times with the hand I was going to gamble with , before I 

TAIL OF BLACK CAT - STROKE 7 TIME S BEFORE GAMBLING 
STROKE WITH LEFT HAND I F  GAMBLING WITH LEFT HAND 
STROKE WITH RIGHT HAND IF  GAMBLING WITH RIGHT HAND 

went to the game . 
(The hand you use ?  Do you 
mean the little bag or your 
own hand ? )  
My own hand , yes . 
(Oh , your own hand . )  
Yes , i f  I was going to use 

my left hand mos t  in the game , I would s troke it s even times with my lef t hand , 
and i f  I was going to  use my right hand , I ' d  use my right hand . But so  far as 
me being fixed or anything , I never have been .  No thing was wrong with me but 
once , and everbody said that I was fixed. [ New Orleans , La . , ( 7 9 1 ) , 1 10 3 : 9 . ] 

CAT HEAD HAIR UNDER DOOR - CAT NEVER LEAVES 

your doors tep and he will always s tay wit you . 

10861 . Like i f  you want a cat , 
you take his hair and cut it off 
from his head , and bury it under 

(Always s tay home . )  [ Newport News , Va . , (483) , 512 : 1 . ] 
10 862 . Take a cat hair , clip i t  off  de end of his tail , if yo ' got a wife 

dat ' s  runnin ' about an' yo ' want her tuh s t ay home . Yo ' take an ' bury it in de 
middle o f  de hous e an ' she ' ll 

HAIR FROM END OF CAT 1 S TAIL - BURY IN GROUND UNDER 
CENTER OF HOUSE - A QUINCUNX - TO KEEP WIFE HOME 

always s t ay round in de house . 
Yo ' bury it down underneath 
de hous e in de ground . She 

will always s t ay round in de house . [As I have exp lained many times , thes e low
land houses are raised o f f  the ground , a person can crawl under them . This is 
also a quincunx rite , a central or fifth point among four other points or cor
ners : see 9467  where mattress  has 4 corners and the center has a salt bag ; and 
No . 9487  where salt is in 4 corn�rs and the center is 2 sticks crossed - an un-
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usual quincunx ! etc . ] [ Fayet t eville , N .  Car . , ( 141 5 ) , 2549 : 7 . ] 
1086 3 .  Cut hair from black eat ' s  

BLACK CAT TAIL HAIR AND BLACK PEPPER BURNED tail , mix with black pepper , if un
desired vis itor comes , burn this on 

s tove , won ' t come back ; also keeps law away . [Norfolk , Va . , 4 7 6 : 6 . ] 
10864 . Git de hair offa cat . Dey 

CAT HAIR IN FOOD GROWS INSIDE - KILLS PERSON say yo ' kin put dat in de food 
where dey eat an ' dat makes hair 

grow in ' em an ' dat ' ll kill ' em .  [Brunswick , Ga . ,  ( 1 201 ) , 2019 : 2 . ] 
10865 . T ake de hair from a 

CAT UNDER-TAIL HAIR AND SALT - INTO ROOM - FIGHTS cat - hair from a cat an' 
salt an ' throw it in a room 

an ' start fuss es an ' figh t s  in a room ,  but yo ' supposed tub git it from undab his 
tail . [ Memphis , Tenn . , ( 9 4 7 ) , 1 5 2 7 : 4 . ] 

1086 6 . (What do you d o  with that b lack cat? )  
See , j is '  lak he ' s  in de house an ' come where yo ' is , yo ' j is '  ket ch a little 

bunch of that hair with chure finger thataway [ demons trates ] .  J is ' snatch it 

SNATCH OUT BLACK CAT HAIR TOWARDS HI S HEAD 
PUT WITH YOUR LUCKPIECE IN POCKET - SUCCESS 

out that way an '  snatch it towards 
his haid . An ' yo ' put that in 
with yore luck piece of yore lode
stone , whatevah yo ' got , an ' yo ' 

carry that in yore pocket  fo ' succes s . [ Memphis , Tenn . , ( 9 38) , 1519 : 6 . ]  

!JE LUCKIEST ANIMAL DAT EVER MADE BY GOD 
BLACK CAT • • •  BLACK HEN • • •  FRIZZLED CHI CKEN 

10867 . De luckies t animal dat ever 
made by God : a black cat , and a b lack 
hen , an ' a frizzled chicken . Ef a 
frizzled chicken - if  anybody put any

thing aroun ' yo ' ,  a frizzled 
it up . 

chicken and a b lack hen will sure go dere an ' pick 

(Well , how is a black cat lucky ? )  
Ah couldn ' t t ell ! ! !  
( Just lucky . )  [ Savannah , Ga . ,  ( 5 4 3 ) , 6 78 : 4 . ] 
10868 . S ee , ah kin be  walkin ' d own de street . An ' j es '  lak ah walk down de 

street an ' a b lack cat would cross de road to  de right , ah ' m  goin ' have good luck 

BLACK CAT CRO S SING PATH TO THE RIGIIT 
somewhere in mah travels ' fore ah git back 
home . Now , ah have been goin ' tub games 
tub gamb le an ' didn ' t have but t en or  f i f

�een c en t s  in mah pocket , an ' a b lack cat would c ro s s  go in ' to  de right , ' fore ah 
so back home ah have $ 25 maybe o r  $30 . [ F lorence , s .  Car . , ( 1 29 9 ) , 2199 : 4 . ] 

IIAIR FROM CAT ' S TAIL - SCRAP INGS FROM 4 CORNERS 
OF KITCHEN TABLE - BURY AT BACK STEP - KEEP S CAT 

10869 . You s ee , you take the 
eat ' s  hair . 
(Where from? ) 
Off her tail . 
(Off  her tail , I see . ) 
You take the cat hair off her 

tail and you see , you scrape this [ demons trates ] but you scrape off four of ' ea. 
(Four corners o f  the table? ) [ The work tab le between us . ]  
Off the tab le . And you wrap it up in a li t t le piece o f  [meat ? ]  skin aad yaa 

� that up under the back step . That ' s  i f  you go t a cat and done like �t aad 
.aRt it to  s t ay home . [New Orleans , La . , ( 78 3 ) , 108 8 : 5 . ] 

108 7 0 .  Git a b lack cat an ' git  d e  hair . Git a s trand o f  hair oa� o f  a •lack 
� an '  - don ' t git  as many as yo ' kin , but yo ' kin git ' bout one or £80 �aods 
ef hair out o f  a black cat . An ' take somepin that kin float on de va� . Tate 
� hair , sulphur , salt an ' red peppah an ' graveyard dirt , an • vrlte aa a pf.ece 
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of  papah whut chew want done , an ' put it  wi th cat hair ; all dat in a container 
dat will float on de watah . 

BLACK CAT HAIR - SULPHUR - SALT - RED PEPPER 
GRAVEYARD DIRT - WRITE ON PAPER WHAT YOU WANT DONE 
ALL IN CONTAINER THAT WILL FLOAT ON RUNNING WATER 

An ' throw it  in de watah , 
runnin ' watah , whichevah 
watah yo ' want it . An '  
whichevah yo ' want done , 

i t  will b e  done . Ah ' ve tried that . [ Faye t t eville , N .  Car . , ( 1419a) , 2558 : 10 . ] 
108 7 1 .  I f  yo ' were as leep , a person kin take dat cat - pretend like yo ' 

playing with de pet  cat o r  s omepin like dat . Well yo ' [ they]  put dat cat hair 

CAT CAN DRAW YOUR BREATH - YO 'LL NEVAH BE DE SAME 
in yo ' food , see . An '  yo ' 
[ s omeone ] kin take a cat , 
if yo ' s leeping , and lay 

dat cat right up dere aside of yo ' ,  and let dat cat inhale yo ' b reath an ' yo ' 
inhale de eat ' s  breath . See , dat cat inhale yore breath , dat cat will draw yore 
b reath j es '  like yo ' will draw anything else an ' yo ' ll draw de cat . Jes ' let 
him git  close tuh yo ' tuh inhale yore b reath , j es '  like anything else , an ' den 
aftah he inhale yore breath yo ' ll nevah be de s ame .  Jes ' like yo ' see a cat 
b e , yo ' ll be j es '  like dat . [Mob ile , Ala . , ( 6 8 8 ) , 9 58 : 1 . ]  

HAIR FROM BLACK CAT ' S  HIND LEFT LEG OR QUARTER 
AFTER YOU HAVE MADE CAT LAUGH - LET DRY - CLIP 
FINE - THROW OVER ENEMY - GIVES DISEASE - KILLS 

Clip it f ine and you kin throw it over s omeb ody , 
cat laugh . 

1087 2 .  Take the fur . 
( Cut the fur ? ) 
From under the b lack eat ' s  left 
leg or  the left  quarter . 
( From the front or behind? ) 
Behind , and le t it get right 
dry and you kin f ix in a way . 

but  you g o t t a  make the b lack 

(I see , b e fore you cut that hair . And then when you throw it over s omeb ody , 
what will that do? ) 

We ll , that goes in your f lesh - s t i cks in your f lesh . 
( I  mean , what is it  suppo s ed to do to you? ) 
I t  works in your f lesh , they say it ' ll work in you and it  effect  the flesh so 

that you taken with a certain disease  in your skin and you ' ll die . [ Richmond , 

HAIR FROM UNDER 4 LEGS OF  BLACK CAT - CL IP HAIR 
FROM BEHIND EACH EAR - AND TIP END OF TAIL - KEEP 
IN BAG OR POCKETBOOK AND USE FOR GAMBLING LUCK 

Va . , (428) , 38 3 : 2+85 . ]  
108 7 3 .  We ll , de hair from 
a b lack cat - a real b lack 
cat dat ain ' t got no white 
spot on him.  Yo ' know a 

b lack bone is lucky . Well , now , yo ' tote 
Gi t de hair from under de fo ' laigs . 

dat in yore pocket in a gamb lin ' game . 

(Under the four leg s ?  Each one of  the four . 
Each one o f  de fo ' laigs . 
(The hair from this b lack cat ? )  
Dat ' s  right . An '  dey tell me yo ' go right b ehin ' his ear an ' pull i t  out , an ' 

pull it t o  yo ' ,  an '  clip it  from each one of his ears . 
(E ach one o f  his ears . Do you cut o f f  the hair or  the ears ? )  
Cut de hair . 
(Cut the hair from each ear? ) 
From b eh in ' each ear , an ' d e  t ip-end of his tail . An ' dey t e ll me yo ' kin do 

anythin ' yo ' want a do . 
(Well , what do you do with that hair after you f ix it up ? )  
Fix it up , j es '  keep it in yore pocket . Yo ' wouldn ' t need to  have no b ig bag , 

j es '  a lit tle small b ag .  Have it  in yore pocke tb ook , j es '  lak yo ' goin ' tuh g i t  
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in a big poker game - a big gamblin ' game . [ Savannah , Ga . , ( 1 2 6 1 ) , 2193 : 6 . ] 
108 7 4 .  I f  yo ' happen t o  see a cat - i f  i t  passes dat road , i f  it ' s  a black 

cat , walk backwards , dey says , an ' yo ' ll always succeed . But if he ' s  a gray cat 

WALK BACKWARDS OVER PLACE BLACK CAT CROS SED 
or a white cat , s ay s  s tep righ t 
on ovah i t . 

YOUR PATH AND YOU WILL HAVE MUCH BETTER LUCK (Ove r the cat . )  
Yeah , s tep right on ovah where he 

walks , but walk backwards if he ' s  bl ack an ' yo ' shore wil l  have b e tter luck . 
[ S t .  Pet ersburg , Fla . , (1008 ) , 16 29 : 3a . ] 

108 75 . (Well , now , how would these people make you move out ? What would they 
do to make you move out ? )  

Oh , that . That i s  very easily done . You see , you kin take - you know , two 
tom cats fights whenever they mee t s . Well , they kin git to you very easily . 

MANURE OF 2 TOMCATS - MIXED - YOU SCATTER AT NIGHT 
WITH LEFT HAND - LENGTH OF ENEMY ' S  YARD AND PORCH 

DO NOT LOOK BACK AT ANY TIME 
HE AND WIFE WILL MOVE OR S TAY TO FIGHT LIKE TOMCATS 

You g i t  two tomcats - their 
manure . That [ is the ] 
frontyard there and that 
[ i s  the ] front porch . I 

will take , if  I wanted to 
do you harm , I would take 

my left hand any time at night and I will p robably throw it [manure ] over that 
porch or over dat front yard where you gotta  cros s for to come into the porch . 
I will throw i t  thataway , see , as I ' m  going on up . I would walk de lenk [ length ] 
o f  that po rch or de lenk o f  the front yard . I will take my hand , the left hand , 
and throw thataway , and don ' t ever look back . Well , you bound to cro s s  i t .  
Well you , i f  you s tay there , you ' ll s tay there i n  trouble ; tormented forever and 
you ' ll be glad to get out , because them two tomcat s - j us t  like they was f ight
ing all the time , that will keep you like that . 

(I  see , but you have to  get the two tomcat s . ) 
Yeah , the two tomcat s . Well you take them two and you kin [ do ]  eny thing and 

break up enybody - break up eny home . [ Richmond , Va . , ( 431) , 38 7 : 2 . ]  
10876 . Ah heered people s ay tuh ketch a black cat , hold him back of his neck 

an '  s t rip yore han ' down de t ail  seven times an ' count ' em ,  an ' throw him from 
yo ' an ' cuss at him, an ' don ' t look b ack at him. An '  dat as good a luck fo ' work 

CATCH BLACK CAT - HOLD BY BACK OF NECK - WITH 
OIHER HAND S TRIP DOWN HIS BACK TO END OF TAIL 
IEPEAT 7 TIMES - COUNT - THROW CAT AWAY - CUSS 
BIH - DON ' T LOOK BACK - GO ASK FOR JOB - GET IT 

as a man could do . 
(Well , after you have done this 

with the cat , then what do you 
do? ) 
Af ter ah throwed de cat away , 
yo ' [ ah ]  cuss at  him. Why 

ab ' d  gi t out an ' go an ' ask some man fo ' a j ob ,  an ' ah would b e  lucky enough 
b» git a j ob by dat . [Waycro s s ,  Ga . , ( 111 2) , 1785 : 4 . ] 

2 CATS - RUB THEIR HEADS TOGETHER UNTIL ANGRY 
SKATCH LOCK OF HAIR FROM EACH HEAD - FOLD TOGETHER 
8IIB RED PEPPER AND SALT - KEEP IN NORTH CORNER OF 
EIEMI ' S HOUSE - THIS PARTS MAN AND WOMAN INSIDE 

1 08 7 7 . Gi t two cat s , yes
sub , an ' rub dere haids � 
gethah till dey git aad -
till dey gi t real mad � one 
anothah . Den yo ' snatCh a 

'-id ,  yo ' know , an ' yo ' fold i t  togethah . 
aa' care i t  an ' put i t  in de no ' th co rnah 
�- Dat ' s  whut separate ' em .  

lock of  hai r outa each ca£ 1 8  
An '  put some red peppah an' salt :lJl it 

of  dere house . Dey ' 1 1  leave. dey' ll 

(Sep arate this man and woman? ) 
Ub-hah . [Memphi s ,  Tenn . , ( 9 4 6 ) , 15 25 : 14 . ] 
1087 8 .  Yo ' take a black cat , de same cat yo ' go t de [ lucky] baDe [fro.] . Yo ' 
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take dat hair an ' yo ' t ie it up . 
yore shirttail . When yo ' wear it  

Yo ' gotta tie it  in a rag an ' yo ' wear it  in 
in yore shirttail , yo ' kin conker anybody . 

(You get the hair from the 
t op of his tail ? ) 

USE THE BLACK CAT FROM WHICH YOU GOT LUCKY BONE 
TAKE HAIR FROM BUTT OR RUMP OF HI S TAIL - TIE UP 
IN RAG - WEAR IN SHIRTTAIL - DO ANYTHING - GET JOB 

that chew want . [New Orleans , La . , ( 1 574 ) , 289 7 : 4 . ] 

Righ t from de top of his  
tail , right f rom de but t of  
his  tail . 
(And the man will give you 
a j ob ? )  
' Caus e him tuh give yo ' a 
j ob or yo ' kin git anything 

10879 . Now , yo ' see dis heah - dis may s ound crazy tuh yo ' .  Yo ' kin ket ch yo ' 
a cat an ' git  two o f  his whiskers , any kinda cat b lack or whi te . Yo ' kin git  two 

WHISKERS 2 OF LIVE CAT - WOMAN PULLS OUT WALKS 
INTO ANOTHER WOMAN ' S  HOUSE - DROP S THEM BEHIND MAN 
WITHIN - WALKS ON OUT - CAUSES FAMILY FIGHTS - MAN 
LEAVES - GO ES  TO LIVE WI TH WOMAN DROPPING WHI SKERS 

of  his whiskers . Jis ' lak i; 
yo ' mah husban ' an ' ah want 
chew fo ' mah man. Jis ' take 
' em in de house an ' have ' em 
crossed , an ' j is '  walk on de 
flo ' lak dis , j is '  lak yo ' 

s i t t in ' , an ' drop ' em  down b ehin ' [you ] , yo ' know , an ' walk on out . An '  he ' ll 
strictly leave there . [Did she demons trate this rite ! ] Ah ' m  t ellin ' yo ' whut 
ah know . See , mah daddy b efo ' he died [ told me things ? ] . He wuz kinda smart • • •  
Ah don ' t know things good enough but some things ah really knows . 

Yo ' ket cha live cat an ' pull ' em outa his whiskers ; see , a live cat , an ' drop 
' em an ' walk on outa dere . Drop ' em in there . They can ' t git  along fo ' quarrel
in ' an ' arguin ' .  Quite  natural yo ' cain ' t live with a person fo ' quarrelin ' an ' 
arguin ' . Yo ' ain ' t goin '  stay there no mo ' . I t ' ll sure b reak it  up [ the home ] . 
[Little Ro ck , Ark . , ( 8 7 7 ? ) , 14 6 1 : 2 . ] 

10880 .  Heah ' s  ano thah instan ' [ ins tance ] .  Yo ' kin t ake a b lack cat an ' cut 
some o f  de hair from right undah his tail . Well , yo ' take some Hearts Co logne 

HAIR FROM UNDER TAIL OR BELLY OF BLACK CAT - GOOD 
FOR BUSINES S  - KEEP DAMP WI TH HEARTS COLOGNE OR 
WHISKEY - SEW UP CAT HAIR IN PIECE OF VI CTIM' S 
CLOTHE S  - DAMPEN WITH WHI SKEY - BURY WHERE VI CTIM 
WALKS - OR INSTEAD OF CLOTHES - USE DIRT FROM SHOE 
OR SHOE TRACK MIXED WITH CAT HAIR - MOVES  PERSON 

or eithah whiskey . Well , 
yo ' b ury i t . Yo ' taked dat 
cat hair an ' yo ' s ew it up , 
put it wit dat whiskey . But 
chew bettah ,  if yo ' kin git  
any part of  her  undahweah , 
or  if  i t ' s  a man , any of his 
clothes , yo ' kin make ' em go 

like dat . J e s ' bring it right b ack dere an ' j e s '  drop it right in de yard , any 
place dat he kin walk ovah i t . Or eithah yo ' kin git  some o f  dere dirt . Jes ' 
watch � an '  whenevah he come out - man o r  woman - git  some of de dirt of  one 
of de shoe where he track ovah an ' mix dat . Mix it  in wit dat hair . Yo ' kin 
make ' em  move out de house like dat . 

(This cat hair - suppose  you are driving me away - you get some of my hair 
and the eat ' s  hair and put this in some of  my clo thes and put it  out where I can 
walk over i t .  That ' s  to drive me away ? )  

Oat ' s to drive you away . [Brunswi ck , Ga . , ( 1188) , 2002 : 8 . ] 
[ Two cylinders later informant re turns t o  b lack cat hair : ] 
Ah always heah ' em say keep dat same b lack cat hair , keep i t  round yore place 

an ' keep it wet in vinegah - ah mean in Hearts Co logne or good whiskey - dat 
b lack hair . Keep it  round yore place . Tell me dat ' s  lucky fo ' yore bus iness . 

(How do you get that black cat hair ? )  
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Why , yo ' ke t ch a b lack cat , any b lack cat , an ' j es '  cut  de  hair from undah his  
tail or his belly par t .  [ Brunswick , Ga . , ( 1188) , 2004 : 1 1 . ] 

10881 . Well , j es '  lak dis , if  ah wus de type of  dis kind , dat ah wouldn ' t  
wanta see a woman an ' a man git tin ' along , see , an ' ah wanted tuh part dem. 

AFTER DOG MAKES CAT ' S HAIR BRI STLE - CUT SOME FROM 
BACKS OF CAT AND DOG - MIX - SEW INTO BLACK CLOTH 
BURY UNDER THEIR STEPS TO PART THE MAN AND WOMAN 

Lis ten good - an ' when dis 
dog an ' ke t .  Yo ' know ke ts 
an ' dogs will quarrel some
t ime . Well , when dis dog 
make dis ke t kinda angry , 

dis cat will b ring up her fur on her 
knife or s cissors  - shears , at leas t 
o f  dat . 

b ack . Well , an ' de s ame time yo ' take a 
yo ' should call ' em ,  an ' cut a lit tle piece 

(Cut a lit tle piece o f  what ? )  
D e  hair out de ket ' s  b ack . Lis ten , an ' a lit tle o f  de dog , when dey in dat 

angry nood [mood ] - j es '  lak dey woul d be angry , yo ' know. An' yo ' take dat 
an '  sew it up in piece of b lack clo th , whut chew would call broadclo th . An '  
bury it  under de s tep s , an ' dey coul dn ' t gi t along nohow in de world . [ B runs
wick , Ga . , ( 1 2 10 ) , 2044 : 4 . ] 

10882 . Well , i f  yo ' l ivin ' heah 
whut dey kin do tuh make yo ' move . 

an ' somebody want chew tuh move out , ah know 
Well , de way ah ' ve heard it  an ' de way ah ' ve 

MAKE DOG AND BLACK CAT FI GHT - CUT HAIR FROM SACKS 
GET SOME OF THE IR MANURE - STOVE DRY BOTH - POWDER 
SPRINKLED IN 4 CORNERS OF HOUSE - MOVES IN 5 DAYS 

seen it did , yo ' gi t a black 
cat an ' a dog an ' make dem 
f ight , an ' gi t some of dat 
hair . Den yo ' gi t some of 
whut dey do , de p as s age , 

an '  dry it  up tuhgether , an ' put dat hair in it . While dey all growled up an ' 
bris teld up , yo ' gi t some dat hair out dey back . Rub i t  tuhge ther an ' le t i t  
dry until i t  gi t plumb ontuh a powder . Put i t  in de s tove an ' p ar ch it  until it  
git  tuh a powder . When i t  git tuh a powder , den yo ' git somebody i f  yo ' cain ' t 
go tuh de house , yo ' gi t someb ody else tuh go dere , yo ' unders tan ' . Dey go dere 
wit dat powder , have it hid , an ' sprinkle it  in de fo ' corners of  dat house .  
Dey ' ll move undah f ive days . Dey cain ' t s t ay dere . [ I  would call this a quasi
quincunx rite , the f i f th point being the 5 days . At the moment I do not re call 
anything s imilar , though I am almo s t  cer tain that there is . ] [Memphis , T enn . , 
(1546) , 2803 : 9 . ] 

10 883 . I f  yo ' wuz in dis house 
.ake yo ' move . Yo ' know a cat an ' 

an ' ah wuz in dis house an ' ah wanted tuh 
a dog can ' t gi t ' long , if  both stay at de 

� CAT AND DOG HAIR TOGETHER - ADD RED DEVIL LYE 
SPRINKLE WHERE HE WALKS - CALL NAME - CUSS - "GO" 

same place , unles s dey ' s 
raised tuhge thah , an ' dey 
enemies agains t each o thah 
anyway . Well , yo ' take de 

dog hair an ' de cat  hair an ' put  i t  toge ther . Take yo ' s ome Red Devil Lye an ' 
cuss ' em out . Tell ' em ,  " Go ,  yo ' all can ' t s tay tuhge thah , mus ' go . "  Call his 
name. Jes ' yo ' wanted tuh move ' em an ' cus s  dem out . Sprinkle it  down where 
dey go t ta walk at , see . Cus s ' em out . [ Sumter , S .  Car . , (1351) , 2345 : 6 . ]  

JaiSTLES FROM CAT ' S  NE CK - HAIR FROM DOG ' S TAIL 
.ADD SALT - CAYENNE PEPPER - WRITE NAME 9 TIMES 
'1JIIOW INTO FIRE : I WAN ' CHOO TO FUSS • • •  BUST UP 
:J THE NAME OF THE LORD - OR SAME THING - SUGAR 
ISSTEAD OF SALT - THROW THROUGH HOUSE AND UNDER 

10884 . If  you want t o  bre ak 
up a person , you kin take the 
dog hair , you know ; like the 
bris tle s  of e at ' s  neck . You 
know , where b ris tles up , you 
unders tand . Where she bris
tles up b ack there . And then 

au the dog ' s tail you cut out s ome hair , like if you wanta break up a person . 
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And you take and put that s tuf f t ogether and puts some salt and some cayenne pep
per with it . And you write their name down 9 t imes . And you go and throw it  in 
the fire , you say ,  " I  wan ' chao to fuss , fight and bus t  up : In the Name of the 
Lorod. " That ' s  wha ' chao do with that dog hair  and that cat hair and things . Or 
else you kin take doze things , the cat hair and that , and you kin take it , you 
kin make a fuss in the home . You kin b reak up a person . Put the sugar and cay
enne pepper wi th it . Yo u kin throw it all through the house , under the house . 
[Memphis , Tenn . , ( 9 6 0) , 154 8 : 2 . ]  

10885 . Yo ' know a cat an ' a dog don ' 
dat ' s  friendly . Yo ' take some hair o f fa 

lak one anothah , hardly evah see one 
de dog ' s back an ' o f fa eat ' s ,  an ' yo ' 

HAIR FROM CAT ' S AND DOG ' S BACK - MIX - BURN 
IN FI REPLACE OR HEATER OF FAMILY TO BE MOVED 

could mix it together an ' p u t  i t  
i n  yore fiahplace an ' burn it , or  
in  yore heater or  whatevah yo ' 
got , an ' dat ' ll make folks fall 
out . 
(Would I burn that in my hous e or 

take it over t o  the hous e where the people are that I want t o  fall out ? ) 
If  yo ' at they hous e an ' they go t ten a fiah , put it in they house . [Wils on , 

N .  Car . , ( 14 96 ) , 2665 : 10 . ] 
10886 . Take a b lack cat hair , dog hair - don ' t make no dif ference whut kinda 

dog - an ' nine grains of peppah an ' some o f  dey urinate , an ' put it in a b o t t le . 

BLACK CAT HAIR - DOG HAIR - 9 GRAINS OF PEPPER 
URINE - HEARTS COLOGNE - ALL IN BOTTLE - BURY 
WHERE HE AND SHE WALK - THIS WILL BREAK THEM UP 

An ' if yo ' wanta b reak up any
b ody , take dat nine grains of  
peppah , Heart Co logne , an ' dat 
dog an ' cat hair , an ' bury it 
where dey walk , either one o f  

' em . Dey g i t  s o  dey s o on  bus t up . [Wilson , N .  Car . , ( 149 9 ) , 266 7 : 1 9 . ] 
1088 7 .  Take de hair out o f  a dog hair an ' de hair out of  a cat tail , o r  e i t

her git  i t  out o f  one o f  ' em ' s tail an ' de o ther out one of  dere haid - either 

HAIR FROM CAT ' S  TAIL AND HAIR FROM DOG ' S HEAD 
OR VICE VERSA - LITTLE PEPPER - 3 PODS RAT MANURE 
MAKE IT A BALL - ATTACH STRING - DIP 3 TIMES INTO 
FAMILY ' S  WATER BUCKET - THIS BREAKS UP A HOME 

one of dem animals . Yo ' kin 
git  dat an ' put it toge ther , 
an ' when yo ' put it  toge ther , 
yo ' put it an ' makes a ball 
of it . But den yo ' wanta put 
it - yo ' j e s '  have de leas t 

little b i t  o f  peppah in it , any kinda peppah , an ' yo ' make dat ball wi th a s tring 
to it . Put de s tring lak dat , but yo ' take de b igge s t  part of  it  now - chew git 
dat cat hair an ' dat dog hair an ' yo ' put it  in a p iece of cloth an ' den yo ' git 
three pods of  rat manure , an ' yo ' put dem in an ' sew it  up toge the r .  Yo ' make 
dat ball togeth�r an ' yo ' kin come roun ' - if it mah pump or mah bucke t or any
thing , an ' den yo ' dump i t  in dere three t imes . An '  den yo ' throw it away . 
Dat ' ll broke us up fa ' life , won ' t. enj oy life no mo ' .  Ah see dat done . 

(Y ou are supposed to go out and' drink that water? )  
I t  j es ' make us fall out fo ' evah . 
{ I f  you drink the water? )  [ S umter , 
10888 . Git some of the hair off of 

S .  Car . , ( 1382 ) , 2 45 7 : 5 . ] 
a eat ' s  neck an ' gi t some hair from back 

of a dog ' s neck . You know a cat an ' a dog will fight . An ' put i t  together an ' 

HAIR FROM BACK OF CAT ' S  NECK AND DOG ' S NECK 
BUIUI THEM WITH PINE STRAW AT FORKS OF ROAD 
THIS SEPARATES MAN AND WOMAN YOU HAVE IN MIND 

g i t  some p ine s traw [ dried pine 
needles ] and care i t  to the fork 
of a road an ' burn i t  up . They 
say they ' ll go toge ther no more ; 
they say every t ime they mee t  one 

another they fight . [The male and female vic t ims are no t named here but  the in-
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tention is there to identify them . ] [Wilmington ,  N .  Car . , ( 20 9 ) , 115 : 1+85 . ]  
10889 . There was another boy fell in love with her and she did wi th him and 

I went a trying to break ' em up . I goes and gets me dere lef ' - a handful of dr 

HAIR FROM TIP END OF CAT ' S TAIL AND DOG ' S TAIL 
MIX THEM - HANDFUL OF DIRT FROM HIS AND HER 
LEFT FOOT TRACK - THROW INTO FIRE , SAYING : 
CATS AND DOGS CAN ' T  GET ALONG TOGETHER, I 'LL 
BE DAMN IF YOU ALL SHALL - BROKE THEM RIGHT UP 

dirt out o f  de lef ' track from 
her and a handful of dirt out 
of his . I moxes doze two toget
her . I goes and git s me a dog , 
and I goes and gits me a cat , 
and I cuts de tip end off of 
each one o f  them ' s tail . I 

mixes them together wi th that sand all out of each one of doze tracks . I t ' rows 
dem into a fire s tove . I s ays , " Cats and dogs can ' t get along together , I ' ll be 
damn i f  you all shall . "  And it worked , broke dem right up . [Wilmington ,  N .  Car . , 
( 2 5 2 ) , 1 7 1 : 10+85 . ]  

10890 . Take cat hairs an ' dog hairs an ' mix i t  together an ' throw it 
around undah that hous e , an ' nobody lives there . 

MIX CAT HAIR AND DOG HAIR - THROW UNDER THEIR 
HOUSE TO CONFUSE AND DRIVE OUT PERSONS WITHIN 

(Why won ' t they live there? ) 
Why? Because when they git in 
there , i t ' ll be confus ed so they 
cain ' t s tay there . Dog and cats 

don ' like each othah . 
Ark . , (88 7 ) , 146 1 : 7 . ] 

Dat ' s whut chew call a black art tPiak. [Little Rock , 

10891 . Yo ' kin put cat hair in a person ' s whiskey or coffee o r  tea or s omep in 
lak dat an ' dey ' ll begin tub have f i t s  an ' ac t lak a cat or s omepin . Den too , 

HAIR OF CAT OR DOG IN DRINKS GIVES DRINKER FITS 
yo ' kin take dog hair an ' do 
de  s ame thing , an ' de dog hair 
git in it [ drink ] an ' it ' ll 

run yo ' crazy . [Memphis , Tenn . , ( 9 30) , 1512 : 4  & 5 . ] 
1089 2 .  Well , the firs t  thing that happened , this girl , o ther girl , was go ing 

with the woman ' s husband ; and she [ other girl ] wanted the woman ' s husband for 

HAIR CUT FROM FIGHTING CAT AND DOG - PUT IN 
LINING OF MAN ' S COAT BY WOMAN TO SEPARATE 
HIM FROM WIFE - AFTER SEPARATION - WIFE TIES 
UP SOME OF HI S SEMEN WITH SILVER DIME IN 
mRNER OF RAG - KEEPS IN MATTRESS  - RE TURNS 

herself , and the woman wanted the 
husband �t home . And she [ other 
girl ] told me that she was going 
to make them [ husband and wif e ]  
g e t  along bad .  So  she put s ome 
dog hair and s ome cat hair dat -
you know , caught ' em f ighting 

and cut the hair out of the dog and the cat , and put this hair together and put 
it in there , in his coat lining . And she s ay ,  whenever he go home that would 
cause he and his wife to get along bad , and they ' d set up argue , fuss all the 
� .  Qui te natural nobody wants to s t ay with anyb ody like that . Af ter wh ich,  
when they s eparated - the man and wife - den she wanted him back . 

(The wife wanted him back? ) 
The wife wanted him back . And t o  get him back , she decided to  get to him and 

aoft ta lk , you know , love and talk to get h im back home to  have intercourse with 
hia. and then she was going to  t ake part of his and keep it at home . She say 
she tie i t  in a rag and put a silver dime in the corner of the rag , and she s tick 
it under her bed mattres s ,  and that would make him to  come back t o  where be left 
no.. 

(Well ,  then , did he come back? ) 
Yes • he came back . 
(Oh. he came back all right . )  
10893 . Take some of yore hair 

[Vicksburg , Mis s . ,  ( 7 4 9 ) , 1018 : 5 . ] 
an ' wrap it up wit s ome of your discharge an '  
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put i t  on a dog ' s back or either a cat . Jis ' take a 
yore hair an ' tie it in a little knot right to their 

MAN OR WOMAN TAKES SOME OF HI S OR HER DISCHARGE 
WRAPS IT UP WITH HI S OR HER HAIR - TIES WITH THREAD 
ON THE BACK OF DOG OR CAT - PUTS CHEW TUH WALKIN ' 

chew tuh walkin ' an ' den yo ' j is '  wander on away . 
(And the cat the same way ? )  
Yes . 

s trand of  thread an ' take 
[ the do g ' s ]  hair . 

(Tie to them in the back 
and the back of a dog? ) 
Yes suh .  
(Well , what is going t o  
happen then ? ) 
Well , the dog runs - he 
goes about an ' dat puts 

(That is  all you have to do , use this hair and this dis charge and tie i t . 
What do you mean by dis charge ? )  [ I  have dis cuss ed this prob lem elsewhere . ]  

Yes . Well , i t ' s  j is '  lak yo ' know , yo ' know if  yo ' have a interco ' se ,  yo ' 
s ee .  

(You do that if you want t o  get rid o f  the person ? Who does this , the woman 
to the man or the man to the woman? )  

They both kin do it - de either one de same way . [Little Rock , Ark . , ( 8 9 6 ) , 
1465 : 1 7 . ] 

1089 4 .  Any kind o f  cat hair and a h e  dog and a she cat t o  run a person away -
break ' em up . 

(How do you do that ? )  
You take this hair and you mix 

dog and the cat . The dog and cat 
i t  all up toge ther like that - the hair of the 
don ' t mate  toge ther . Call this man John . Jis ' 

SHE CAT AND HE DOG - HAIR FROM - MIX 
CALL WOMAN MARY AND MAN JOHN 
SAY , MARY� YOU AND JOHN CAN ' T  STAY TOGETHER 
TAKE 9 PODS OF RED PEPPER AND GUNPOWDER 
MIX THESE 3 :  HAIR - PEPPER - GUNPOWDER 
BURN IN YARD - MAKE WI SHES - THEY SEPARATE 

say ,  MapY �  you and John aan ' t  stay 
togetheP. Well , then you get this 
gunpowder and you get nine pods of 
red pepper , and you put that all 
together.  Don ' t burn it in de 
house . Make a fire out in de yard 
and burn i t , and make your wishes 
and they gone apart . [Norfolk , 
Va . , ( 486) , 51 6 : 2 . ] 
1089 5 . He cat hair , she dog hair , 

make man and woman love each o ther ; tie them [ their ] hairs toge ther , put urine 

HE CAT HAIR - SHE DOG HAIR - TO MAKE MAN AND WOMAN 
LOVE EACH OTHER - TIE HAIRS TOGETHER - ANOINT WITH 
URINE AND HEARTS COLOGNE - WRAP 9 TIMES IN RED 
FLANNEL - EACH WRAP TO YOU WI SHING EACH TIME 
I 'M TYING MY HEART AND YOUR HEART TOGETHER ETC. 
CHOOSE LIGHT OR DARK SHADE OF HEARTS POWDER 
GET SHADE NEAR COLOR OF PERSON - SHADE ON PACKAGE 
WEAR TiiiS RED FLANNEL PACKAGE AND YOU WILL GET MAN 

and HeaPts Co logne on , wrap 
in red flannel , wrap t o  you . 
At each wrap , wish . Wrap 9 
t imes . At each wrap wish : 
" I ' m  tying my head and your 
heart t o gether e tc . " Choose 
light or dark shade of  HeaPts 
Co logne [here HeaPts PowdeP , 
box with hear ts  on outs ide 
and s everal shades ment ione� 

as near color of person [man ] as pos s ib le . 
394 : 2+85 . ]  

[Elizabeth City , N .  Car . , ( 438) , 

10896 . You take a black hen ' s egg , b e  sure i t ' s  a b lack hen ' s egg ,  and you 
boil it , and you doesn ' t  get it completely done . Then you take and cut it in 
two , half in two , and if i t ' s  a woman and a man you want to break apart , s eparat� 
you get a male cat and a f emale dog , and give one hal f of  the egg t o  the dog and 
the o ther hal f to the cat . And then they s ay after the dog and cat eat this egg , 
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why , you make them fight . That ' s  what separates them . 
(Which hal f do you give to the dog and which half do you give to  the cat ? )  
You take an indelib le pencil and you write the man ' s name on one end and the 

woman ' s  name on the o ther end of the egg . And you see , when it boiling , see , 
the name ' s  right on through on the egg . And you see , you gave the man ' s  name to 
the [male ] cat and the woman ' s  name to the [ female ] dog . [Elizabeth City, N .  
Car . , ( 4 38) , 401 : 1 . ] 

1089 7 .  I ' ve heard of dey usin ' cat hair or dog hair or - I ' ll tell you . You 
kin take a dog and you git some hair right from her rear end , you understand ; 

CAT OR DOG HAIR FROM REAR END - S INGE IT 
TIE IN CLOTH WITH 9 KNOTS - WEAR ABOUT WAI S T  
NECK OR I N  CLOTHES - S INCE THI S HAIR CAME 
FROM REAR END - YOU CAN PAS S POISON OUT REAR 

right near where at  she do bus i
ness , you understand . All right . 
You take dat hair and you swinge 
[ s inge ] it , you see . You gits 
enough [ hai r ]  so  you kin swinge 
it , where you kin find it after 

you done it . You put it  on a p ie ce o f  clo t ' . Why you j e s '  set a mat ch t o  it 
and swinge it , see . ' Fore [ b e fore ] it  burn too much , why you put it out , you 
smo ther it you see . After you smother it , de clo t ' you burn i t  on , why you don ' t  
take it  o f f  dat clo th . You j es '  tie it  up right in dat same cloth , you see . All 
right , you put nine kno t s  in dat . Af t e r  you t i e  it  up you p ut nine kno t s  in it , 
and perhap s you tie it  around your wai s t , or you could make a sling and put it  
around your neck , or  you could sew i t  up  in your weskit [ ves t ]  lining , or  sompin 
like dat , or coat linin ' , or dere ' s  several ways to tote it . See . Why dat ' s de 
vay you do wit dat [ cat ] hair proposition .  

(What good will i t  d o  you t o  carry that hai r ? )  
That s t and f e r  a lotta things : dey kin pass poison [you ] and it won ' t hurt 

you . You can do anything you want with it . [ Charleston , S .  Car . , ( 5 1 1) ,  5 7 9 : 4 . ] 
10 89 8 .  [Here are two versions of  the s ame r i t e  by the s ame informant , an 

excellent profess ional worker , they being on separate cylinders : ]  

BLACK CAT LICKS PERSON ' S PRIVATES 
9 MORNINGS BEFORE SUNRI SE - ETC . 

Version (1)  Ket ch you a b lack cat that ' s  a 
ramb ler an ' • • •  
(That ' s  a what ? )  

dboo [ call ]  ramb ler , o r  b lack 
vha ' choo go t an let him l ick 

{What do you pull out ? )  

Tha ' s wha ' choo call a rambus , that ' s  wha ' 
cat , he ' s  the luckiest  thing you kin do . Pull out 
right - j i s '  lick it  right well . 

You know , wha ' choo got between your legs . 
{A man ? )  
Or either a woman . Let her lick it  [ instead o f  the cat ] . Then she wet in 

this bot tle . Yo ' want to cross de hous e up don ' choo?  Well , yo ' get the person s 
� whoever in the house . Yo ' got to know the name , yo ' see . Write it  down an '  
put i t  in this bottle . Yo ' see , take it right out the� back doors tep an ' bury it 
�re . Yo ' wan ' a cross the house , yo ' wan ' a s tart dis turb [ment ] in the house 
dan '  choo ? [Memphis ,  Tenn . , ( 967 ) , 1 56 2 : 7 . ] 

Version ( 2) A simi lar version : 
I f  you want to have luck in the house you git choo a b lack cat , they ca1l that 

a �hler . An '  every morning be fore the sun rise for nine mornings , take it . if 
it ' s a woman , let him lick dat , an '  if  it ' s  a man let him lick it . Nov he ain' t 
sao' a bite choo . An '  turn him loose and luck you wana git hold of will be right 
Cbere in that house . Yo ' won ' t have a b i t  of  trouble . [ This woman . born iD 
� Carolina , ab le , excentric , tough , gave an excellent and long interview. 
BF transcriber missed all these cylinde rs . I trans cribed a fev rites bJ band -
� scattered through HOODOO - in tending to return to them . Siwd l arly I lost 
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another informant in Memphis . and my best  one in Jacksonville . ]  [Memphis . Tenn • •  

( 9 6 7 ) . 1563 : 3 . ] 
MAKE CAT AND DOG MAD - MIX THEIR HAIR 
SPRINKLE ACROSS YARD OF ENEMY SAYING :  
NIGGERS AND WHITES DON 'T AGREE AND 
CATS AND DOGS CAN 'T  AGREE - MOVE 

10899 . [Here is ano ther per s on whose 
cylinders were missed . an excellent p ro
fes s i onal worker : ]  
Cat and dog . mix hair after making mad . 
put s alt  and p epper wi th . sprinkle 

across yard saying . "N iggers and whites don ' t agree . and cats and dogs can ' t 
agree . move . " [Memphis . Tenn • •  (965 ) 1 15 5 7 : 2 . ]  

109 00 .  Say . for ins tance . if you was mah husb and and you was living with 
ano ther woman and ah didn ' t want chew to live with this woman . and I could get 

HAIR FROM UNDER CHINS AND TAILS OF CAT AND DOG 
WIFE TAKES - WRAPS INTO CI GARETTE PAPER - ADDS 
RED PEPPER - VISITS OTHER WOMAN ' S  HOUSE - THROWS 
INTO FIREPLACE - SEPARATES HUS BAND AND OTHER WOMAN 

familiar enough with this 
woman to  get in her house . 
or get someone to go to her 
house . I would cut the hair 
from under the chin of a 
dog . right under here [ d em-

ons trates ] .  and under the chin o f  a cat 1 and under their tails . and wrap it up 
into a cigarette paper . And when I go to their house . have occasion to smoke or 
do something . if they have fire in the grate . I throw that hair in the f ire . Put 
a little pepper in it - red pepper . And they posi tively will fight . [ even ] if 
they haven ' t  been us ed to it. They will continue to fight and be in confus ion 

CATCH A CAT AND BULLDOG WHEN LATTER MAD - TAKE 
HAIR FROM BACKS OF EACH - MIX - ADD GUNPOWDER 
YOU WRITE THEIR NAME S - HAVE TO WRITE YOUR NAME 
PRACTI CALLY WITH MOST OF THE WITCHCRAFT WORK 
BORN - MAKES THE PERSONS FURIOUS - SEPARATES THEM 

all the t ime . [Mob ile . Ala • •  

( 65 0) . 84 5 : 2 . ] 
10901 . Well . you see you 
gotta  ketch a bulldog when 
he is mad • • •  a real furious 
dog - gotta ketch a bad dog . 
and you ketch a cat and take 
the hair o f f  his [ eat ' s ]  back 

back and you mix 
them down . 

and the hair off  the dog ' s  
them together and you wil l put gunpowder in that and you burn 

(Where do you burn that ? )  
Burn dat in your s tove . I f  you got a fireplace in the s t ones . 
(What are you supposed to  do  then ? )  
That supposed to  make anger . fus s . the one who you want to  break up . 
(Well . how do you know which one to do that t o ?  Do you do anything about 

that ? )  
Well . like i f  I know you and I wanted t o  break your home up 1 I ' ll take your 

name and put it down and write . you have to wri te your name practica l ly wi th 
mos t  of the wi tchcraft work . 

(Oh ! I s ee . you have to burn that with the name then? This paper and this 
hair together . )  

All in there and the gunpowder . Makes them fighting and fus s ing . Jus t like 
the cat and dog will fight . dat ' s  d e  way you will do . Well . one or  the o ther of 
you going get tired and leave . [Norfolk . Va . 1 ( 4 9 2 ) 1 53 0 : 8 . ] 

109 02 .  You clip de hair o f f  de dog w ' ere he bris ' led up 1 a bad dog 1 an ' a 
he cat . An '  yo ' mix that hair toge ther j is ' like yo ' d  mix up salt an ' peppah . 
Then mix that wi t de pers on name . You kin us e like that an ' yo ' kin make a per
son move . You take de dog hair an ' cat_h�ir 1 an ' yo ' mix it j is '  like yo ' do  
salt  an ' peppah 1 an ' yo ' put this  red ciyine [ cayenne ] peppah wi t it .  Yo ' g it 
b i tter aloes . yo ' git  yo ' s ome John de Conkah root ; not the powder .  yo ' git  de 
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roo t , yo ' boil that . Yo ' mix this dog hair an ' cat hair together , an '  yo ' have 

BRISTLED HAI R FROM BAD DOG AND HE CAT - NAME - MIX 
ADD : CAYENNE PEPPER - BITTER ALOES - JOHN DE CONKAH 
BOIL - ADD HOT PEPPER AND WAR WATER - SP RINKLE AT 
VICTIM' S HOUSE - HE CROS S ING NEXT DAY SON MOVES 

that in a big bucket wi th 
hot peppah [ pepper sauce ] 
in there and � � .  
An '  who8 omevah it i s  you 
wan t to move you take it 
to de house an ' sprinkle 

de porch , chuck it b ack under 
next mornin ' , comin ' out . I t  
1119 : 8 . ]  

de s teps . An ' de next day they cross over it , de 
j is '  make ' em move . [New Or leans , La. , (802) , 

10903 . Well , yo ' take de hair off a b ad dog ' s b ack , de hair o f f  a eat ' s  
back , an ' take a woman ' s  underwear when i t ' s  dir ty , an ' wash i t , taking dat 

HAIR FROM BAD DOG ' S BACK - CAT ' S BACK - WATER FROM 
WOMAN ' S WASHED UNDERWEAR - ADD TURPENTINE - BOTTLE 
THROW INTO MISSIS SIPPI RIVER - CAUSES FAMILY FIGHT 

wa tah an ' app lyin ' it vit 
dat hair off  de dog ' s  back 
an ' off  de eat ' s  back , an' 
put t in '  turpent ine wit it , 
an ' shut t in ' de b o t tle up ,  

an '  throw it in de Mis s ' ipp i Rivah . I t  will cause one de greates t r�ws in dat 
house yo ' evah did see . [New Or leans , La . , ( 15 60 ) , 2852 : 5 . ] 

10904 . Yo ' kin cut dat out from dog ' s - out f rom back de dog ' s  neck an ' yo ' 
kin cut it  out f rom b ack of  de eat ' s  neck , an ' yo ' put i t  at chure do ' ,  yo ' see . 

CUT HAIR FROM BACKS OF DOG ' S AND CAT ' S NECKS AND 
PUT IT  AT VICTIM' S DOOR - SEPARATES MAN AND WIFE 

See , dat separate s  man an ' 
his wife . See , de cat an ' de 
dog squabb lin ' .  An '  yo ' j is '  

an '  yo ' j is '  put i t  down aroun ' an ' 
15 23 : 16 . ] 

tang le dat hair up toge ther 
dey will separate . [ Memphis , Tenn . , ( 941) , 

1090 5 .  Yo ' take them f ingernails an ' toenails an ' mix ' em ,  yo ' know , wit de 
same thing - eat ' s  an ' dog ' s  bris t les an ' things , an ' bury ' em undah de do ' s tep 
an' dey ' ll leave town .  If anyb ody want yo ' [ them] tuh leave , dey ' ll leave - j est  

break up an ' j es t  leave , 
VICTIM ' S  FINGERNAILS OR TOENAILS MIXED WITH CAT ' S 
01. DOG ' S B RISTLES AND BURIED UNDER HI S OR HER DOOR 
BE OR SHE WALKING OVER THEM WILL SOON LEAVE HOUSE 

woman ' s ] . Yo ' know , if yo ' wan t de man t uh  leave , 
aails ] . If yo ' wan t de woman tuh leave , git hers . 
dat an ' b ury ' ern undah a do ' s tep . Bury them where 
avah them. [Waycros s ,  Ga . , ( 1093) , 17 60 : 7 . ] 

run away . 
(Whose f ingernails and toe
nails do you take? ) 
Take a man ' s ,  either [ a  

git h i s  toenails [and f inger
An '  mix them t oge ther lak 

dey go t ta walk in an ' out 

10906 . Take the - like they go t a white dog . Well , you see , they [white 
�s ] make white - white s tuf f you know , down here . Well , you take that [white 

EITE DOGS MAKE WHITE MANURE - TAKE THAT WHEN DRY 
Jmrr DAUBER NEST - CAYENNE PEPPER - EP SOM SALTS - BLACK 
lEPPER - SALT - HAIR FROM DOG ' S BACK AND CAT ' S BACK 
?XI KNOW CATS AND DOGS CAN ' T  AGREE • • •  THEY 'LL FIGHT 
� ALL - THROW AT VICTIM ' S  HOUSE - THEY ' LL FIGHT 

manure ] and when that ' s  
dry , ge t the dirt dau
ber and ge t that cay
enne pepper , Epsa. 
salts , black pepper ,  
salt , and red pepper 
the red cayeooe pep

fer• You [know ] the regular red cayenne pepper . And take some o f  the hair out 
• the dog ' s b ack and some out of the cat ' s back . You know cats aDd clop cm ' t 

� · You know they ' ll f igh t . We ll , they put all that together and .tK it up ,  
� then throw i t  around peoples

·
• houses and make them f ight . [Rev Orleaaa , 

� .  (826 ) , 1206 : 8 . ] 
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MIX CAT HAIR AND DOG HAIR - BURN WITH BRIMSTONE 
OUTDOORS - 'STURE A COMMUNITY - CAUSE CONFUSION 

same brims tone ; an ' burn anywhere outdo ' s ,  an ' i t  
confus ion . [Memphis ,  Tenn . , ( 1556) , 2831 : 14 . ] 

109 0 7 . Git de cat hair an ' de 
dog hair an '  mix it toge ther , 
an ' den when yo ' mix i t  toget
her , den yo ' git chew some dis 
will ' sturb a community , ' cause 

10908 . An ' den , too , ag ' in , i f  yo ' want ' em tuh move , if  yo ' want a upset  
peoples an ' have confus ion , yo ' git chew a small lit tle [ young ] cat  an ' a [ young ] 

GET A KITTEN AND A PUP - CL IP BRISTLES FROM CAT 
AND DOG - MIX AND THROW AT A PERSON ' S  HOUSE 
THAT CAUSE S CONFUSION INSIDE - KEEP S THEM UP SET 

dog . Yo ' know , when a cat an ' 
a dog git tuhgethah , his bris
tles raises .  Well , yo ' takes 
dat cat an ' put him tuh where 
a dog kin see ' em ;  an ' when dey 

bris tles raise up , clip de bristles o f f  de cat an ' o f f a  de dog an ' mix it  tuhget
hah . An ' if  yo ' kin git  in dey house , why yo ' carry i t  in dere an ' throw it  
about in  de  house an ' walk on out . Well , dat  breaks ' em up  an ' keeps ' em always 
s tirred up , confused tuh death . [Memphis , Tenn . , ( 1 5 3 7 ) , 2 7 7 4 : 8 . ] 

109 09 . Git a small puppy an ' a small cat  [ ki t ten ] an ' yo ' put dem - j o in ' em 
togethah an ' make ' em mad wit each o thah . Now dey bris tle up . In de back of dat 

PUPPY AND KITTEN - MAKE HAIR BRI STLE - TAKE SOME 
FROM BACKS OF NECKS - CONCEAL AT ENEMY ' S  DOOR 
WHILE SAYING : CATS AN ' DOGS CAIN ' T  AGREE. GO ! 

neck where dey bris tle , yo ' 
cut some hair from each an ' 
yo ' mix i t  togethah , an ' yo ' 
care it  an ' yo ' sprinkle it  
down ; yo ' may say fa ' in-

stance , undah a mat o r  anything , dat dis  individual cons tantly have tuh come 
ovah . An '  in de meant ime yo ' make de expre ss ion on , "Cats an ' dogs cain ' t agree . 
Go ! "  Den dey go . Move . [Memphis , Tenn . , ( 9 15) , 1481 : 2 . ] 

109 10 . Used for back luck , too . They take a dog ' s hair and a eat ' s  hair and 
put i t  together , and the person ' s name with it , and sew i t  up toge ther an ' bury 

SEW UP CAT AND DOG HAIR - VICTIM ' S NAME - BURY AT 
LATTER1 S HOUSE - SOON FIGHTING AND KILLING WITHIN 

it close to that person ' s 
house . And they ' ll want t o  
kill everybody i n  that house . 
They get together like cats 

and dogs and they ' re f ight ing and killing one another and scratching and biting 
going on some thing terrible . [Memphis ,  Tenn . , ( 9 7 3 ) , 1 5 7 7 : 4 . ] 

109 1 1 .  Dog manure an ' dog hair - see , dey go t t a  g i t  d a t  d o g  an ' c a t  tuh 
f ightin ' ; see , i f  yo ' wanta separate a man an ' a woman . See , yo ' git - lak mah , 

ah have two little white 
MAKE A CAT AND DOG FIGHT - CLIP THEIR HAIR QUICKLY 
� THEIR MANURE S AND RAT MANURE - MIX TOGETHER 
:ro 1 KNO'fl DEM THREE THINGS [ ANIMALS ] DON ' GIT ALONG 
� IRTO THEIR ROOM - SEPARATES ANY MAN AND WIFE 

dogs now . Well , yo ' g i t  a 
cat an ' git dem tuh fightin ' 
an ' clip de hair right quick 
while dey b o th mad . Yo ' put 
dat tuhgethah , dat cat hair 

... de dog hair , an ' � dog manure an ' cat manure , an ' rat manure . Well , yo ' 
..._ � three things don ' git  along , don ' t chew? Yo ' know de cat hates  d e  rat 
.. • � dos hates de cat . So  yo' throw dat in dere . I t  really separate any man 
... alfe an' it wil l  make ' em move . Throw i t  in de room ,  j is '  lak ah come in 
..... Po ' instance , ah wanta  have sompin in mah han ' . Ah could be sittin '  heah 
... � coald be j is '  sprinklin ' i t  aroun ' . [ I  replaced the original four-let ter 
.... � ... are. ] [Memphis , Tenn . , ( 9 20) , 1487 : 3 . ] 

tat12. If yo ' s  a man an ' maybe yo ' s  gain ' tuh see dis  woman ovah heah , an ' 
so � [after] dis woman ovah heah , ah ' l l git a piece o f  yore clothes , yo ' 
�. jea1 a 111 1 scrap . Ah' ll git a scrap of  his clothes , clothes whut [ b o th ]  
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chew weah , anything . An ' ah ' ll take dat an ' put dat tuhgethah an ' take a p inch 

YOU WANT TO BREAK UP WOMAN AND MAN GOING TOGETHER 
HAIR FROM FRONT OF CAT AND P IECE OF WOMAN ' S CLOTHES 
HAI R  FROM BACK OF  DOG AND P IECE OF MAN ' S CLOTHES 
AFTER YOU HAVE MADE THESE TWO ANIMALS FIGHT 
MIX THESE P IECES TOGETHER AND BURY WHERE BOTH WALK 

o f  de dog hair , yo ' know . 
De dog an ' de cat  don ' like 
one ' nether , yo ' know. De 
dog an ' cat fight . Take de 
hair out de front , out de 
cat , an ' put it in a piece 
of  yore clo thes an ' de 

woman ' s clo thes tuhgethah , an ' ah ' l l b ind it  up an ' ah ' l l bury it roun ' dat way , 
s ide de road . S o  dey s ay s . Dey nevah kin live no mo ' tuhgethah . 

(They can ' t live no more toge ther. You take a p iece of  the man ' s 
a piece of  the woman ' s  clo thes and you take this hair from a cat and 
dog , and you ball them up and bury them beside the road . That makes 
and they can ' t live t ogether . )  

clothes and 
from the 
them fight 

Yes . [ Fayetteville , N .  Car . , ( 1435 ) , 2601 : 11 . ] 
10913 . Jes ' lak if yo ' g o t  a dog an ' a cat - ain ' t chew s een two dogs and two 

cat s meet , an ' de cat make up his b ristles an ' de dog make up his bris tles ? An ' 

CLIP BRISTLES FROM NECKS OF QUARRELING CAT AND DOG 
JIOLD IN CLOTH - PIN WITH 9 NEEDLES ALTERNATING 
BEADS AND POINTS - WISHING PERSONS FIGHT ON SIGHT 

while dey got dere b ristles 
made up , yo ' ll git de hair 
behin ' both of ' em ' s neck , 
see ; an ' put it in a p iece 
o f  cloth an ' fold up de 

c1oth , an '  p in nine straight p ins in i t - one 
one in it [ cloth ] dat way - an ' one in it dat 
an' dat j es '  will make ' em fus s an ' f ight . 

each way . S ee [ demons trates ] pin 
way [ heads and point s ,  alternated ] 

(Well ,  now what do they do  wi th that cloth after they pin it up ? Where do 
they put that ? )  

Yo ' tote  dat in yore pocke t , see . When dey git  together j es '  lak dat dog an ' 
cat fight yo ' s ee ; j es '  fus s an ' fight , be  mad [ every ] t ime dey s ee one ' ne ther . 
Do dat wit de hair . 

(But they have to get near one another . )  [Here without suggest ing an answer , 
I am asking in formant how all these concerns the two vic t ims . Do they walk over 
package? I s  it thrown into their hous e ?  Does he name p ins them? Without some 
such device all this is done by inf ormants intent ion . ]  [Waycros s ,  Ga . , ( 1 07 5 ) , 
1741 : 7 . ] 

10914 . I know what they do with that . Just like if you has a sweetheart and 
She done lef t  you and is living with someone else , well you take this dog hair 

!lli CAT AND DOG HAIR AND P UT IN LEMON WITH FULL 
�S OF MAN AND WOMAN TO BE SEPARATED - ADD 
CAYENNE PEPPER - BURY - THEY WILL NOT GET ALONG 

and cat hair and you mix it to
gether , see . And you get you a 
lemon . 
(A lemon ? )  

Yes , and you cut this lemon 
open and you s t ick this dog hair and cat hair in there wi th their name - their 
fall name . Put it in there and mix it together wi th cayenne p epper - in the 
1e.on - and bury it and they never get along . [New Orleans , La . , ( 8 38) , 1261 : 7 . ] 

109 15 .  L ike if I g o t  a woman and she living with ano ther man and I want her 
to break up with him .  We ll , I take some hair from a dog and from a cat and I 

� OF MAN AND WOMAN TO BE SEPARATED ARE BURIED 
D A LEMON WITH MIXED CAT AND DOG HAIR - SEAL 
Uli)N WITII CANDLE DRIPP INGS - DO IN DARK OF MOON 

get s  me a lemon . I cut s this 
lemon open and I put them two 
party ' s  names in there - this 
woman and this man - names 
down in this lemon and this 

4Dc [ and cat ] hair . And I takes a candle and I light it , and I close it back up 
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[see LateP ] you know , so  they won ' t fall from it . Clo s e  it  right up and I bury 
it . On the dark of the moon , I do that . And they won ' t get along . 

(Where do you bury that ? )  
I j us t  take and bury it anywhere in my yard . 
( I  s ee .  You s eal that lemon back up with this wax from the candle? ) 
Yes , sir . [New O rleans , La . , ( 8 2 2 ) , 1188 : 6 . ] 
109 16 .  Heard dem say if folks wanta give you bad luck , dey kin go to grave

yard and git graveyard dus t .  And they kin take - and dey kin git some hair off  
a dog ' s back and cut de hair o f f  a black eat ' s tail , and bury it  under yore door , 

HAIR FROM DOG ' S BACK - HAIR FROM BLACK CAT ' S TAIL 
and dat will give you bad 
luck . 

AND GRAVEYARD DIRT - BURY TIED IN SACK UNDER DOOR 
GIVES BAD LUCK TO PERSONS LIVING IN THAT HOUSE 

(All those things together? )  
Suah [ sir ] , all dem together 
and t ie dem in a sack and put 

it under yo ' door and give yo ' bad luck . [ Jacksonville , Fla . , (563) , 7 01 : 4 . ] 
109 1 7 . Tie together hair from dog ' s back and hair from eat ' s back and nail 

it some place ; every t ime they meet they will fight . [ Richmond , Va . , 306 : 2 . ] 

CAT AND DOG HAIR RITES 
REDUCED TO A FEW LINES 
THIS DONE YEARS AGO 

at door ; people living 
303 : 10 . ] 

109 18 . Mix cat hair and dog hair , b urn , put ashes in 
hous e to cause disagreements ,  figh ting , etc . [ Richmond , 
Va . , 378 : 4 . ] 
109 19 . Mix cat and dog hair with s even ingredients :  
pepper , b lue s t one , sulphur , salt , asafetida , etc . , put 

there will figh t like cats and dogs . [ Richmo nd ,  Va . , 

109 2 0 .  Mix hair from a male dog and a female cat , burn and make wishes to 
b reak up a man and woman . [ E l izab eth City , N .  Car . , 39 4 : 1 . ] 

109 21 .  Make a cat and dog fight , take hair from each , burn this on the prop
erty line b e tween the part ies you want to have fight . [Nor folk , Va . , 49 2 : 4 . ] 

109 22 .  Mix graveyard d irt  with cayenne pepper , cat and dog hair , put in a 
cup , and place under the house of the person to b e  moved . [Charles ton , S .  Car . , 
610 : 8 . ] 

109 2 3 .  Tie cat hair and dog hair together , burn near a hous e ,  and it will 
b reak up the coup le l iving there . [ Charles ton , S .  Car . , 541 : 1 . ] 

109 24 . Mix cat hair , dog hair , red pepp er ,  dragon ' s  blood , candle wax , burn ; 
person ge t t ing s c ent o f  this will have " roaming mind . "  [ Charleston ,  S .  Car . , 
610 : 12 . ] 

109 25 . Mix cat and dog hair , bury under doo r s t ep , makes move . [Vicksburg , 
Mis s . ,  105 7 : 9 . ] 

109 26 .  Cut hair off  end o f  tail o f  b lack cat , put i n  bag - "somep in like a 
mojo b ag" - carry it for gamb l ing . [Longer i t em , check if it  can b e  trans crib ed 
for text . ] [Richmond , Va . , 365 : 3 . ]  

109 27 . Cut hair from b lack eat ' s tail , mix with b lack pepp er ; if undes ired 
visitor , burn this on s tove , won ' t come back . Also keep s law away . [Nor folk , 
Va . , 4 7 6 : 6 . ] 

1 09 28 .  Cut o f f  ear of  b lack cat , make a thumb of  top skin that slip s  o f f . 
Firs t , mus t  b e  b oiled in b lack cow ' s milk . Wear on index f inger of  left  hand , 
worn to ge t j ob or  any favor . [ Richmond , Va . , 341 : 7 . ] 

109 29 . Yo ' kin take the right ear o f  a b lack cat an ' b o il it in a b lack 
cow ' s milk and dry i t , an ' make a thumb pad out of it an ' wear it on yore thumb . 
Dat ' s mighty good luck in gamblin ' .  [ Brunswick , Ga . , ( 1174) , 19 82 : 2 . ] 

STRAY CAT OR DOG SIGN OF S I CKNE SS  OR DEATH 
109 30 . A cat or  a dog , when 
' em round in yore yard , it ' s  
a s ign o f  death or s i cknes s .  

yo ' s ee 
either 

[ At 
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the moment I do no t re cal l ever having heard this rite be fore . It  shows the fear 
or awe of  s trange animals ,  the unusual of any kind ! ] [ Fayetteville , N. Car . , 
( 14 2 6) , 2 57 2 : 19 . ] 

109 31 . Yo ' take de b lood out o f  a cat f ish , an ' say fo ' instance , if  yo ' wanta 
make friends wit s omebody , or  a woman or man , or anybody yo ' wanta make friends 

CATFISH BLOOD POWER - THROW ON PERSON - BE FRIENDS 
wi t .  Wel l ,  now , yo ' take 
dat up [ after blood has 
dried ] an ' powder it up ,  

an ' g i t  close enough to  dem 
friends . Yo ' ll pre t ty much 
2889 : 1 . ] 

an ' j es '  throw s ome o f  it on ' em,  an ' dat ' ll draw 
accomplish yore intention . [Memphis , Tenn. , (1529) , 

109 32 .  Yo ' takes a 
alive , any kinda fish . 

pers on dat ' s  heavy drinker . Yo ' git  chew a live catfish -
I t  don ' have tuh be no special kind o f  fish . Yo ' cut de 

CATFISH BLOOD - 3 DROPS - CURES ALCOHOLISM 
t ai l  off an ' yo ' ketch s ome of  dat 
j es '  ketch three drops o f  that bl� 
an ' yo ' put dat b lood into dat . Yo ' 

git some likker , whatsomevah likker 
it to ' em to drink . He goin ' drink 
common belie f along the Miss i s s ippi 
For cat f ish b lood and alcohol ,  see 
giers , La . , ( 1577) , 290 6 : 5 . ] 

dey likes , an ' put dat b lood in dere an ' give 
it . [ Cat fish b lood to  cure alcoholism i s  a 
River from Memphis down through New Orleans . 
a lso Nos . 7000-7007 , p . 315 6- 3158 , v . 4 . ] [Al-

109 33.  Like a man is  a heavy drinker . 
catfish and g i t  home with him as quick as 

You go  to  the river and catch you a 
you can ,  be fore he die s . Now , buy gin , 

3 DROPS - CATFISH TAIL BLOOD - CURES ALCOHOLISM 
wine - whaever he drinks . And 
take a knife and put it in that 
cat fish ' s  tail and hold him up 

and let three drops o f  b lood drop in that whiskey or wine , whatever you [he ] 
drink . And shake it up and put there for you [ him] when you [ he ]  come . Now when 
you drink this , it ' s  goin ' to make you sick . I t  make yo ' so s ick i t ' l l almost 
kill yo ' .  And it ' ll give yo ' no more tas t e  for liquor . [New Orle ans , La. , 
(855) , 1 350 : 5 . ] 

109 34 . Cat fish blood is supposed to be lucky fo ' a gamb Zin ' hand. Well , dey 
take de catfish an ' cut him , an ' de b lood comes out , see , b leeds out . Den yo ' 

FRESH CATFISH BLOOD - BURY 8 DAYS - GAMBLING LUCK 
take dat b lood an ' yo ' wrap 
it up into a rag an ' yo ' bury 
it an ' let it s t ay buried fo ' 

eight days , s o  ah learnt , an ' den take i t  up out o f  there an ' put it in yore 
pocke t an ' dat supposed tuh be lucky [probab ly if you gamb le on the 9 th day ] . 
[Memphis , Tenn . , ( 15 21) , 2 69 9 : 16 . ] 

109 35 . Okey . You kin take a cat fish - a 
did you s omepin and you wanta make ' em  leave 

fresh cat fish - and if s omeone done 
town , you take their name and write 

CUT OPEN LIVE CATFISH - SEW PERSON ' S  NAME INS IDE 
1BROW FISH BACK INTO RIVER - PERSON BECOMES WANDERER 

it down . And take that 
cat fish and cut him open 
and sew the ir name up in 
that cat fis h .  And go t o  

the river and throw i t  overboard . An d  he going to , t o  dri ft away from tavn -
that p erson , after you get their name . He going . He don ' t leave with somebody , 
he going leave . [New Orleans , La . , ( 859) , 1367 : 1 . ] 

109 36 . Write de name nine times on a p iece o f  parchment [ pape r ]  and you take 
it to de water and throw it in de water . And den you take a live catfish and 
take his tail and cut d e  tai l  [ cut p iece of fin o f f ] . And write de � of dis 
person and put it on - cut de tail of de fish and put de paper in de catfish 
.aoth , but it mus t be done when de fish live . And de tail o f  de fish and de 
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name dat is wrote on dis piece o f  parchment nine t imes and take it t o  de swi ft 
running water and throw it away and dey will  leave . 

VICTIM ' S NAME 9 TIMES - WRITE ON PARCHMENT PAPER 
CUT OFF PIECE OF LIVE CATFI SH TAIL FIN - PUSH PAPER 
AND FIN INTO MOUTH OF FISH - TURN FISH LOOSE IN 
RUNNING WATER - RUDDERLES S  FISH - WANDERING VI CTIM 

(I  didn ' t unders tand how 
you do that . You put this 
in a live cat f i sh? ) 
Yes , get de fish live and 
you cut de tail  o f f . [To  
cut o f f  piece of  tail fin 

keep s fish from steering itself ; in like manner vi ctim wanders about aimlessly . ]  
Den you write de name nine t imes o f  de person which you wanta leave - on parch
ment [paper ] nine times . Put it in de mouth and take it to de deep water and 
throw it away , and don ' t look at it [ turn your back ] . Let de fish go . And 
you ' ll visualize it . Den you ' ll j est  see ' em  going . 

(What about the tail o f  the fi sh? ) 
Put dat down in de mouth , too . [Washington , D . C . , ( 6 28) , 806 : 13 . ] 
109 3 7 . Take a catf ish entrails , sp lit  him open while dey al ive - channel 

cat - an ' take dat entrails an ' put it in a bottle , or else bury it undah yore 
do ' step s ; j es '  lak yo ' had a place an ' wanted tub s tay dere , why yo ' kin s tay 
dere as long as yo ' wanta , if yo ' bury dat undah dere , wit dere name . 

SPLIT OPEN LIVE CHANNEL CATFI SH - TAKE ENTRAILS 
PUT IN BOTTLE OR BURY UNDER DOORSTEP WITH NAME OF 
LANDLORD - YOU CAN STAY THERE AS LONG AS YOU WANT 

P I CK UP VI CTIM ' S FOOT T RACK - TOE TO HEEL AND 
HEEL TO TOE - THESE CONTRARY DIRE CTIONS CONFUSE 
MI X  WITH GUNPOWDER - WRAP BOTH IN PAPER - GO TO 
RIVER - CATCH CATFISH - SHOVE THI S PAPER DOWN HIS 
THROAT - SEW UP HIS MOUTH - THROW HIM OVERBOARD 
AS LONG AS THAT CATFI SH WANDERS - VICTIM WANDERS 

(The name o f  the landlord on 
it? ) 
Den yo ' kin s t ay at dat place 
as long as yo ' want to . [Mem
phis , Tenn . , ( 1 549) , 2817 : 10 . ] 
109 3 8 . Yo ' take it an ' pick 
it up from de gro und dis way 
first [demonstrates ] .  
(F rom the toe back to the 
heel . )  
Yes , back to de heel , and den 
from de heel to de toe . Yo ' 
carry it and get some black 

gunpowder , and you take it and go t o  a river and ketch a catf ish . And when yo ' 
ketch him ,  don ' t kill him ,  put dis in his mouth in a piece of  paper . And s ew his 
mouth up and throw him overboard and dey ' ll go until de fish stop s . Wheres omevah 
he s top , dey ' ll stop ; whether it be  beyond de s tate , where dey come from .  

(Do you put j us t  a p iece o f  plain paper? ) 
Yes s ir , j es t  plain paper . 
(How many tracks do you take? ) 
Jest  one . 
(Which one , any one? ) 
Right . [Mobile , Ala . , ( 671) , 883 : 1 2 . ] 
109 39 . Wal , ah ' m  goin '  tell you dis now , ' g in [ again ] . Now ,  in cases a per

son was treat in ' yo ' dirty , ag ' in ,  an ' interferin ' wit yore family , what would 
yo ' do . Yo ' wanta learn dat?  

[ I  evidently nod yes . ] 
All right . Wel l , yo ' go  ahead and wr ite dere names nine t imes - wr ite it nine 

t ime s .  
( On  what ? )  
On a piece o f  paper - o n  a piece o f  Bliss [ trade name ] paper . 
(Bliss tablet paper? ) 
Dat ' s  right.  An '  write i t  and den when yo ' wr ite dat , roll it under . S ee ,  

any kinda bad words yo ' wanta use on dat , yo ' do dat . Wal , den yo ' go tub de 
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river - unders tand me go od now . Go 
dis i s  a catf ish yo ' ketchin ' , see . 

tuh de rivah an ' ketch yo ' a cat fish . See , 
Yo ' know he ' s  go tta skin , yo ' know. 

WRITE NAME 4 TIMES - OF PERSON HA VE DONE YO ' DIRTY 
ROLL IT UNDER FOR BAD WORDS - GO TO RIVER - CATCH 
A CATFISH - LIFT UP SKIN - PUT NAME UNDER - RETURN TO 
RI VE R  - PERSON WHOSE NAME ON FI SH JUMPS INTO RIVER 

(You catch this catfish 
and you have this name 
written on this piece o f  
paper . )  
Yo ' wri te dis party ' s 
name on a piece o f  paper 

whut have done yo ' dirty , whut chew wanta gi t rid o f  ' em at once . 
(Now , what do you do with the catfish? ) 
See , yo ' take dis f ish , reach and gi t his skin now lak dis [ demons trates ] . 

See , he ' s  go tta skin . Yo ' skins ' im.  See , yo ' li f t  up his skin . Yo ' know , 
lif t  his skin up an ' ro ll dat tight a li t tle space ; yo ' know , j es '  a li t tle space 
tight as yo ' kin , an ' s tick it [name ] in dere up undah his skin an ' put him back 
in de rivah . Well , when he [ fish ]  gone - an ' he ' s  gone wi t dat message yo ' see -
well , when he go , dis party j ump s in de rivah . And de f arther dey go , den dey ' s 
tryin ' ke tch dat fish an ' dey j es '  drown dems elves - fall ov ' bo ' d  an ' drown . 

(Do you cut this skin on the fish and put it  under there ? )  
Jes ' cut his skin an ' lif ' his skin up . Go tta s ti ck a kni fe in dere - yo ' 

know j es '  a li ttle b i t  - an ' s tick it  [ name ] up undah dere , see , an ' go to de 
rivah wi t it . 

(And turn the cat fish loo se again? ) 
He ' s  gone . [ Mobile , Ala . , ( 6 56) , 9 36 : 6 . ] 
10940 . I f  yo ' in a house an ' de man ' s hard on yo ' wi t chure rent , yo ' take 

one dese channel cats . 
(A channel cat fish? ) 
Dat ' s ri ght , an ' whils t i t ' s ' live , cut him open . Yo ' cut dat channel cat 

open an ' whils t it ' s  ho t ,  yo ' take an ' bury dat undah de s teps where de rentman 

SPLIT OPEN LIVE CHANNEL CATFISH - BURY UNDER STEPS 
TO KEEP RENTMAN FROM PRE S S ING YOU FOR RENT MONEY 

SMOKE CATFISH LIVER AND HEART IN HOUSE 
DRIVE S OUT ALL EVIL SPIRITS 

NO ONE CAN MOVE YOU FROM THE HOUSE 

go tta tuh come ovah , an ' yo ' 
kin s tay dere j es '  as long 
as yo ' wanta . Yo ' go tta 
bury it  undah de s tep s . 
[ Memphis , Tenn . , (1548) , 
2810 : 5 . ] 
10941 . Ah would j i s '  
simp ly - ah would make me 
a smoke , an ' dat  would knock 
evahthing in de haid . 
(How do you make that smoke� 
Ah would make i t  wi t de fish 

livah an ' heart . Ah would take de fiah an ' ah would put de heart in a saucah an '  
leave dat set  fo ' ' bout nine days . An '  af tah dat ah would take a furnace an '  ah 
would take j i s '  a li ' le small p inch o f  it . An '  i t  drives a l l  evil spiri ts clean 
away . Ab so lutely . 

(What kind o f  f ish do you us e ,  any kind o f  fish ? )  
Cat fish . De oldah de cat fish is , de bet tah it is . 
(Now you make this smoke , then what do you do ? )  
Dat explores all ovah de house where yo ' live . De party dat wants tuh git 

chew out , dey cain ' t b e  succes s ful . 
( I f  I want to s tay in the house , I make that smoke and they can ' t .ave .e out � 
Can ' t move yo ' out . [New Orleans , La . , ( 858) , 1365 : 4 . ] 
10942 . Cream o f  sweet  milk ovah your eye - will take de cataract eye sa.ebody 

put ovah your eye [ =  cream o f  sweet  milk put in your eye will take off or cure 
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the cataract s omeone hoodooed 
CATARACT ON EYE BY HOODOO - REMOVED BY COW CREAM into your eye ] . [This i s  

s urely my only examp le o f  
cataract being caused by hoodoo ! ]  [Ri chmond , V a . , ( 384) , 3 2 7 : 3 . ] 

10943 . Dey take cedar an '  buy [ bury ] undah - lak i f  yo ' wanta do s omp in tuh 
someb ody , take cedar an '  bury i t  undah de do ' s tep or  p lace where dey have tuh go 

in an '  out . Or either put undah 
CEDAR UNDER DOORSTEP CAUSED CONFUS I ON WITHIN de do ' an ' it will cause a con

fus ion or keep yore husb and from 
runnin ' .  Lak if yore husband is ga in ' tuh dis woman ' s  house , an ' yo ' j es '  git 
s ome of it [wood ] an '  take it  dere an ' put it , dat ' l l cause ' em tuh b reak up . 

(You put this cedar in he r house ? )  
Ye ah , go dere at night . [ Faye t teville , N .  C ar . • ( 1426)  • 2 57 2 : 8 . ] 
109 4 4 . A p iece o f  cedar bush - take limb o f fa cedar tree an ' s lip it in a man 

hous e an '  put i t  up ovah de do ' ,  up ovah de do ' where he ' d  have to walk in at . 
An '  ev ' ry t ime dat man - i f  yo'  

CEDAR HIDDEN OVER DOOR - SEPARATES MAN FROM WIFE want a break him from his wife 
ev ' ry time he come in why 

hit ' ll caus e confus ion . An '  eventually it  will keep on until he can ' t  s t ay dere . 
S ee , it ' ll run him ' way from dere . He j e s t  can ' t  s tay dere at dat house . 

( S ome othe r man would b e  doing this to ge t rid o f  him . ) 
Git rida him , see . 

of  the cedar tree ? )  
Ga . , ( 1066) , 1 7 2 4 : 3 . ] 

(Jus t the ordinary b ranch 
A cedar bush . [Way cro s s  • 

10945 . I f  yo ' wanta make 
de bough , a p art o f  de cedar 

a person move , yo ' go to de cedar tree an ' yo ' git 
limb dat turn toward de sundown . An '  yo ' kin git 

CEDAR BRANCH TURNED TOWARDS SUNDOWN - CUT OFF 
MAKE 3 PEGS - DRIVE IN FRONT OF THEIR  STEPS - MOVES 

[make ] three pegs [ from the 
branch ] an ' yo ' take dese 
three pegs an ' yo ' put ' em 
to de front do ' of  a person 

dat chew want moved , an ' dey won ' t s t ay dere . Dey ' ll move . 
(What do you do with those three pegs ? )  
Yo ' drive i t  [ them] down t o  de s tep , front s tep i f  yo ' can . 
(What do you do with that cedar branch ? ) 
Dat branch ,  dat ' s  from de top o f  de tree , dat toward de sundown . 
(Well , where do you ge t these pegs ? )  
Yo ' git de peg from de b ran ch . 
(You take the branch o ff the tree then you make three pegs from the branch ? )  
Dat ' s  it . [ S avannah , Ga . , ( 1269) , 2 1 4 8 : 5 . ] 
10946 . I f  yo ' wanta run o f f  de whole family 

de body go t t a  go . Git chew three cedar limb s -
- well , i f  yo ' move de head , why 
go t t a  be long as dis arm [ demon

s t rates ] .  Go right in front 
of  dere threshold - in other 
words right in front o f  dere 
do ' s tep where dey comin ' in 
an '  out - an '  cro s s  dem . 
Jes ' put ' em in dere an '  
kiver ' em up . Dat ' ll drive 

3 CEDAR LIMBS - AS LONG AS YOUR ARM - CROSS THEM 
ONE VERTICAL - OTHER 2 HORIZONTAL CROSS ING FIRST 
MAKING A DOUBLE CROSS - SEE DIAGRAM - WHILE LAYING 
DOWN LIMBS SAY IN ORDER : FAITH - HOPE - CHARITY 
CROSS BURIED IN FRONT OF DOOR MOVED PEOPLE WITHIN 

' em o f f . [ Info rmant demons t rated rite , I rep eat his act ions . ]  
(You take three of them - one down like that , =* and one on top , and one on 

the bot tom.  They are cro s s ing , those three things . Why do you use 
three [ to make a cros s ]  ins tead of two ? )  

[ I  had expected to hear the 5 Ho ly Names but informant came up with an unusual 
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answer ! ]  
Why do you use three?  Dere ' s  Fai th , de re ' s  Hope , an ' dere ' s Chari ty . An '  in 

usin ' dem , yo ' lay dem down an ' yo ' call ' em jes ' like di s , "Fai th , Hope , Charity." 
(And they have to move . ) [Brunswick ,  Ga . , (1174) , 2081 : 5 . ] 
109 47 . [ She can ] go t o  the root doctor and he ' ll give her a piece of  the 

root from a cedar tree . An '  she take that root an ' bury it  unde r her doorstep 

ROOT DOCTOR DRESSES CEDAR ROOT FOR WOMAN ' S  STEPS 
an ' let i t  s tay there fer 
three days . An ' she t ake it 
up an ' b urn i t  an ' • i f  he left  
her , he ' ll come b ack home . 
root or how he has dressed 

ATIER 3 DAYS SHE BURNS IT - THE MAN RETURNS HOME 

[ The root doctor does not tel l  he r the name of the 
i t . ] [Wilmington • N .  Car . • ( 331) • 270 : 2+85 . ] 

109 4 8 .  J es t  like yo ' havin ' ' fairs in de home , go t o  de s t o ' an ' git chew 
s ome cheese an ' yo ' grind dose cheese up . Put chew s ome cream f lour , mix i t  

CHEESE - CREAM FLOUR - SPRINKLE ON BED - PEACE 
t o gether . I t  kinda like a 
li ttle bit , like sulphur . Jest 

de bed an ' • 

yore house . 

sprinkle a little bit  all ovah 
yo ' know , round . An '  yo ' nevah [have ] any mo ' ' fairs goin ' on in 

(Fus sing and fighting . )  [Waycros s ,  Ga . , ( 11 2 2 ) , 1804 : 17 . ] 
10949 . We call dem " charity root" [see later ] . An '  dey go dere and dig : 

piece to [ f rom]  de sunrise an ' piece t o  [ f rom]  de sundown [ s ides ] . Take dat and 

CHEROKEE OR CHERRY TREE OR CHARITY ROOT - SEE LATER 
ONE PIECE FROM SUNRI SE SIDE - OTHER FROM SUNDOWN 
PUT BOTH IN CLOTH - CARRY - LUCKY FOR FINDING JOB 

put ' em in a towel , in a 
piece o f  cloth . Jest put 
de both toge ther - in ' em 
in ' tween de cloth . Put 
dat in yore pocket and you 

be lucky if yo ' gi t a j ob mos t  anyway . [What he says here is not what he means . ] 
Dat ' s de way dat I heard i t . [ I  had trouble unders tanding s ome informants  in 
Charleston .  My informant called the root charity root , thought my trans criber ; 
to me the root s ounded like cherry tree or Cherokee root . ]  [ Charle s ton ,  S .  Car . , 

::HEW ROOT IT IS  CALLED - CHEW FOR JOB 

CHI CKENS : MIXED AND OTHERWISE 

( ? ) , 64 8 : 5 . ] 
109 50 .  They call it  the chew root , a 
small root , something like hi ckory bark , 
as you talk to thi s fellow for a j ob .  
[Richmond , ( 362) , 299 : 6 . ] 
109 5 1 . (Mixed chi ckens in the yard i s  
luck? ) 
[ I  am repeating informant ' s  statement 
for mi crophone . ]  
I s  luck of any kind . 
(And what ab out white chi ckens ? )  
A real white family o f  chi cken on de yard 

is quarrely , de s t royed busines s ,  an ' death in de family , an ' no luck atal1. 
An ' a j et b lack chicken is hard t o  any man , on de yard . [ Sumter , S .  Car . , 

(1385) , 246 4 : 6 . ] 
109 5 2 . In case yo ' poisoned when yo ' bitten by a snake , yo ' kin take a youag 

chicken an ' split him wide open while he ' s  ' live an ' put it on dat place, btad 
it roun ' tight • an' dat vil..l 

YODNG CHICKEN SPLIT LIVE - POULTICE FOR SNAKEB ITE 
draw off  de poison fro. dere , 
[Wilson , N .  Car . , (1475) , 
2 6 54 : 21 . ] 
109 5 3 .  For SD8ke b�ce or rat 



4102 - Memo irs of  Alma Egan Hyat t Founda tion -

bite 1 Doator King . temporarily o f  Richmond and elsewhere . used a fresh b lack 
chicken poultice . [ Rich

FRE SH BLACK CHICKEN POULTICE FOR SNAKE OR RAT BITE mond 1 Va . 1 ( 3 9 2) 1 34 5 : 2 . ] 
10954 . Kill de chicken 

KILL LIVE CHICKEN - POULTI CE FOR RATTLE SNAKE BITE while it ' s  live an ' cut it 
open an ' put it on de wound . 

it will kill pois on from de rattlesnake . [ S t .  Petersburg . Fla • • ( 994) 1 1606 : 8 . ] 
10955 . De matches . yo ' take - s ay .  fo ' nins tan ' [ for ins tance ] yo ' s  gain ' 

tuh s teal s ome chickens tonight in dis chicken coop out heah 1 yo ' take yo ' a 
box o f  matches an ' yo ' wet ' em an ' 

CHICKENS - TO STEAL AT NIGHT - USE MATCHES rub 1 em in de pam of  yore han ' an ' 
go on in dere . De chickens canno t 

holler . No s ir 1  dat sulphur gits right to ' em an ' dey can ' t holler atall . Yo ' 
kin go in dere an ' git ' em .  

(How many matches did you take . you s ay? ) 
Jes t a box .  a whole box .  [B runswick . Ga • • ( 1182) 1 near 1994 : 2 . ] 
10956 . I heard them s ay that you can take a red-ho t poker and s t ick i t  in the 

chicken hous e and all the chickens will j ump on it and you can take them out an ' 
no one will eve r know it . [Pe tersburg . Va • • ( 33 )  1 ei ther by Ediphone or by hand . 
I returned to  Pe tersburg the following year with Telediphone . ]  

10957 . Ah ' ve seen ' em take a chicken bill fo ' bad luck - de mouth [beak ] . 
(What do they do wi th that ? )  
Wrap i t  up in a rag an ' put it under de s teps . Dat ' ll run a pers on . 
(What do you mean run them? Run them where? ) 
Yeah . it ' ll run ' im 1  make dem move out de section where yo ' at . 
Le t ' s s ay ah have a good neighbor an ' ah wants to makes ' em leave heah 1 "Ah 

don ' t be bo thered an ' wants to git where ah ' m  at . "  yo ' unders tand . Well . ah 
j es t  take dat chicken b i l l  

CHICKEN BILL OR BEAK - UNDER PERSON ' S  DOOR - T O  RUN an ' cut i t  o f f 1 an ' cut i t  
off an ' p u t  [ i t in ] a rag . 

an ' some day when yo ' out dere 1 ah slip i t  up under yore do ' s tep . I t  will shore 
make yo ' go . [Waycross . Ga • • ( 1140) 1 1855 : 3 . ] 

10958 . They write a pers on ' s name in the b lood of  a chicken . or fowl . or  
bird . They kill them and they don ' t pull their heads plumb off . they cut it so  

they b leed on  the s ide of  the 
KILL CHICKEN - NAME WRI TTEN IN WARM BLOOD UNLUCKY neck and let it drain in the 

person ' s n.ame wi th it for 
to be very . very bad luck 
( 973) . 1577 : 3 . ] 

bas in .  and take and wr ite a 
ill omen for any particular person . That ' s  supposed 
to wr ite a pers on ' s name in b lood . [Memphis . Tenn • • 

10959 . Ah know ' zactly how 
[ This woman is a root doctor . ] 

tuh do dat . Co ' s e ah gits ten dollahs fo ' dat . 
' Co ' s e ah don ' t tell nobody .  De way dey do dat 1 

BLOOD FROM BLACK CHICKEN - WRITE NAME OF PERSON 
NAIL IT AT DOOR - CALL NAME 3 TIMES - PERSON COME S 

dey take a b lack chicken 
an ' kill dat b lack chicken . 
an ' take a piece of paper . 
don ' t chew know . an ' write 

dere name wit dat b lood . An '  den when yo ' write dere name 1 yo ' nail i t  down by 
de do ' . Nail i t  down by de do ' an ' call dere name three times . An '  ah don ' t 
care where dey is dey go tta  come . A b lack chicken . [Waycro s s . Ga • • ( 1118) 1 
1796 : 3 . ] 

109 60 . Dey us e de chicken ' s  b lood fo ' evilnes s .  but now 1 it ' s  s omep in else 
dat dey have tuh us e wit i t . Dey takes chicken b lood an ' writes peop le ' s name 
wi t it . Dey have tuh us e a feathah . Dey take de fea thah out o f  de chickens 
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tail . Take an ' wri te a person ' s  name wit chi cken ' s  b l ood an' kill ' em.  Why yo ' 
uses dat feathah f o ' yore pencil an ' yo ' kin write dere name in de fo ' cornahs 
on anything an ' fold de f o ' cornahs , j es '  lak dat . Why dat gives ' em a awful 

CHICKEN BLOOD FO ' EVILNESS - WRITE PERSON ' S  NAME 
WITH IT - US ING FEATHER FROM SAME CHICKEN ' S  TAIL 
WRITE PERFECT [ FULL ] NAME ON 4 CORNERS OF ANYTHING 
PIECE OF PAPER - FOLD - BURY UNDER DOORSTEP - GIVES 
'EM A AWFUL MIND • • •  IF IT DON 'T KILL 'EM • • •  DEM 

PASSIN ' AWAY ALL DE TIME • • •  IT GI VES YO ' SUCCESS 

mind . If it don ' t kill ' em 
it will j es '  [have ] dem 
pas s in '  away all de time . 
(What do you do with that 
paper then , af ter it  has 
those names on it ? )  
Take dat p ap ah aftah yo ' 
put dat name on it an '  bury 

it in undah dey do ' s tep s or any place wit dat chicken blood on it . Yo ' write dey 
name wit de chicken ' s  blood , dey perfect [ full ]  name f o ' times on de f o ' cornahs 
of dat pap ah , an ' f old it an ' b ury i t  undah dere do ' s tep s or undah yores , any
b ody ' s  elses . I t  don ' t make any diff ' rence j es ' since i t ' s  in de earth . An ' as  
d a t  chicken b lood passes away , why i t  gives yo ' succes s .  Dey cain ' t s tay any 
place . [Memphis , Tenn . , ( 1 5 3 7) , 27 7 8 : 1 3 . ] 

109 61 . Jis ' lak if someone heah an ' yo ' don ' want ' em heah . Yo ' take dat 
chicken b lood an ' wri te dere name up ovah yore d o ' , an ' dat runs ' em from yore 

PERSON ' S  NAME IN CHICKEN BLOOD OVER DOOR RUNS HIM 

CHICKEN BLOOD AND BAT HEART BOTTLED - LUCK IN HOME 

house .  [Walking under (as 
well as over) s ome thing be
longing to  you is always a 
serious b usines s . ]  [Mem
phis , Tenn . , ( 949) , 1531 : 11 . ]  
109 6 2 .  Dat  chicken b lo od 
an ' de bat hear t , an ' yo ' 

take i t  an ' put it in a b ottle . An '  take de chicken b lood an ' p o ' i t  into de 
b ot tle an '  dat makes yo ' lucky in yore home • • •  an ' de heart of a bat an ' use de 
chicken b lood . [Memphis , Tenn . , ( 9 4 9 ) , 1 5 31 : 10 . ] 

109 6 3 .  Ketch d e  b lo od when it ' s  warm . When you kill a chicken , don ' t let de 
blood get cold , ketch it while it ' s  warm , you see . And take and mix it with sul

phur in a can or anything and 
MIX WARM CHICKEN BLOOD WITH SULPHUR - IF YOU set it as ide and j us t  before 
CAN PUT THIS ON PERSON BEFORE I T  COOLS - KILLS it get cold , if you kin get dat 

pers on to bring s ome of that 
s t uff on them , that will kill them. [ This is done magically by  putting on vic
tim ' s name or handing him s ome thing that has touched on contains the mixture . ]  
[ Charles ton ,  S .  Car . , (506) , 556 : 11 . ] 

10964 . Now i f  you wanna use chicken b lood , you kin use dat . Take de chicken 
and cut ' em open while he ' live . Don ' t kill him and den cut him open . Jes ' take 

de knife and s tick him 
SPLIT OPEN LIVE CHICKEN - PUT • • •  EACH HALF • • •  ON EACH 

HALF OF YOUR SPINAL CORD • • •  CURE 
right in de b ack , and cut 
him open while he ' live , 
and p ut dat - e ach hal f  o f  
d a t  chicken o n  each par-

ANY SHINGLES IN DE WORLD 

tion of your sp inal cord here . You under s tand . 
What you call chicken b lood , yeah , wit shingles . 
[ Richmond , Va . , ( 4 2 7  or 4 28) , 3 79 : 1 . ] 

It  cure any shingles in de world. 
Now , dat will s t op de shingles . 

109 65 . You don ' need so much and yo ' don ' need s o  much doin ' , understand ? 
You take a ten-cent p iece , a ten-cent piece and put it in de b o t tom of your foot 
in de sock , in de b o ttom o f  your foot . You unders tand me ?  Well , all right , and 
you git chew a b lack hen egg . A b Zack hen don ' t Zay a b Zack hen egg. 

(I unders tand. ) 
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And i f  you want a pal ' s  lady f riend and you know her name , you write he r name 
on de egg and you , in two minutes , go down to de river and throw it  in de river , 

and don ' t turn or look back 
MAN INTERESTED IN PAL ' S  GIRL - IS SHE HARMING PAL 
OR HIM - TRYING IN SOME WAY TO BREAK THEM UP 
WRITE HER NAME ON A BLACK HEN EGG - 2 MINUTES 
LATER GO TO RIVER - THROW EGG IN - AFTER FACING 
HOME - NEVER LOOK BACK - ALL THI S TIME YOU HAVE 
WORN SILVER DIME UNDER YOUR SOCK IN RIGHT SHOE 
WAIT 2-3 DAYS - IF DIME HAS TURNED BLACK - WOMAN 
HAS PUT SOMETHING IN PAL OR YOU - TRICKED YOU 
HER NAME ON THE EGG IN RIVER WILL SEND HER AWAY 

until after you gone about 
tuo squares . Don ' t look back 
atall . [ Preceding squares 
ins tead o f  b locks very un
usual . ] 
(You throw i t  over your 
shoulder then? ) 
No , you don ' throw dat over 
your shoulde r . 

in the river and then turn around 
Throw it right in de river and 
(I understand . )  

(Oh , you j us t  throw i t  right 
and go right back? ) 
go turn on back [ home ] . You unde rstand me ? 

And dat will drive dem away f rom you . You understand me ? And you will have 
no more t rouble o r  nothin ' . And dis [ ten- cent ] p iece you put under de bottom 
o f  your foot , you wear i t  in dere two-three days , and den after two- three days • • •  
[ I  turn o f f  machine , then res tart i t . ] 

(You what ? )  
After two-three days you wear dat piece in de bottom of your foot , let me s ee 

it . 
(Let me see i t ? ) 
Let me s ee it . 
(Who s ees it?  Do you mean ? Oh , the woman whos e  name is  on the egg . You let  

them see i t ? ) 
No , you let me s ee i t . 
(Well , why did you s ee i t ? ) 
Yeah . Now , I goin ' tell dat . You put d i s  piece in de bottom o f  your foot , 

and i f  it turns black - you understand me - if i t  turns black , dey have hurt 
chah . 

(Oh , I s ee .  I understand now . ) 
You understand me , now? Well , i f  i t  do turn b lack , it  is  s omepin in you . 

Unders tand me ? Yeah , but - and den • • •  
(We ll , now , j us t  a moment .  You mean - now suppose I am doing this . Suppose 

I am doing thi s  to someone . I get this egg and I wear this s ilver p iece . Whi ch 
shoe do I wear that in? ) 

In the bottom o f  the foot in the shoe . 
(Ei ther shoe?  In your left or? ) 
In the sock ,  yeah - right . 
(The right shoe . )  [ Ri chmond , Va . ,  ( 4 3 2 ) , 388 : 3 . ] 
10966 . I f  yo ' livin ' in a house an ' ah want chew tuh move , yo ' [ I ] gi t a 

black hen ' s aig an ' let it  b e  f resh , an ' go to  a ole cow lot an ' gi t some f resh 
cow manure . An '  wrap it  in a piece of red flannel clo th an ' wrap it  tight an ' 

tie  it  with three white 
WRAP INTO RED FLANNEL CLOTH A FRE SH BLACK HEN EGG 
ALWAYS WRAPPING TO YOU - TIE WITH 3 WHITE STRINGS 
EGG A PERSON - THROW PACKAGE INTO RUNNING WATER 

s t rings . 
(Jus t how do you tie that 
with three white  s t rings ? )  
Take yore aig an ' put it 

[manure ] all ovah it an' wrap it . When yo ' wrap i t  up in de center ,  always tum 
it to yo ' .  Don ' t tum it f rom yo ' ,  tum i t  to  yo ' and fold it  up , an ' den g i t  
chew three whi te s t r ing s  - oh , ab out d a t  l ong [demons t rates ] .  
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(Several feet long . ) 
An ' wrap i t  to yo ' .  Den wrap i t  round dis way . Den yo ' take dat aig • • •  
(You make a li ttle parcel out of  i t ? )  
Yes . 

4105 

(You wrap it one way and then turn around and wrap it the o ther way , always 
wrapping i t  t o  you . ) 

An '  den yo ' take dat aig an ' go tuh a runnin ' s tream o f  watah an ' put dat 
aig right down in dat watah , an '  leave it , an ' j es '  de s ame as dat watah wash dat 
aig away , i t ' ll wash yo ' from where yo ' are . 

(Well , now what connection has that egg with me ? Has it s ome connection with 
me ? )  

[The connection I wanted expressed was that the informant was trying to send 
me away . The rite is legi timate as it s tands . ]  

De connection ah don ' t know , b ut ah ' m  j es '  tellin ' yo ' whut ah heard . 
(This will make them move out o f  the house , make them move out o f  town ? )  
Yess uh .  [ Fayetteville , N .  Car . , ( 14 2 7 ) , 2 5 74 : 4 . ] 
109 67 .  Take the aig and boil i t .  
(What kind o f  an egg ? )  
Hen aig .  An d  take the yellow out o f  i t , d e  yellow core out of  i t , and take 

de whi te and - take de shell o f  hit and you wrap i t  up in s omepin . Put it up 
under his head , under de mat tress up where he s leep - under his head . 

(What wi ll that do ? )  
CHICKEN EGG WHITE USED IN LOVE RITE Make him be honest  and loving ,  leave o ther 

women alone . 
( I  s ee .  Well,  now do you put this yellow 

and the whi te together , or s eparately or what ? )  
Take de yellow out of  it , de yellow ain ' t n o  good - j es t  use de whit e .  
(Oh ,  I s ee .  And y o u  put this whi te - what d o  you put i t  in ? )  
Jest  wrap i t  up in s omepin like a cloth , and put i t  under de mat tress - up 

in under his haid . [ Whi te o f  chicken egg - cooked or raw ,  especially the latter 
is a symbol for human s emen : see ri tes under IMPOTENQg. ] [ Vi cksb urg , Mis s . ,  
( 744) , 1014 : 7 . ] 

109 68 .  Take that le f t  shoe . You understand , take that le f t  shoe - from the 
under part o f  i t , from the foo t part , you know , like you walk like it was s ti f f  
[ take the sole ] - an d  a e g g  and put o u t  under the s tep , and she ' ll come back .  

CHICKEN EGG AN D  ABSENT WOMAN ' S LEFT SHOE AT STEP 
STANDING UP - TOES TO HOUSE - TO BRING HER BACK 

( S tand up ? )  
Yeah , j us t  like you [ in formant 
demons trates ] .  
( S t anding up - this  way , toes 

point to the house ? )  [ Here we are b ack to complete show again . ] 
Yes . [ Vi cksb urg ,  Mis s . ,  ( 7 65 ) , 1045 : 5 . ] 
109 69 . For as thma , take water from hors e 

white o f  6 eggs in quart o f  water , b ut catch 
trough and whi te part o f  raw egg. 
the water while horse is drinkin&. 

EGGS 6 - WHITES FROM - HORSETROUGH WATER - ASTHMA 

and frequent laughter , whose material is  s cat tered 
p . 45 3 ;  No . l7 11 ,  p . 521 , v . l ,  etc . ) ,  35 8 : 4 . ] 

[ Richmond , Va . , ( 404 = 
"Humpadee , "  a professioaal 
worker , woman of hugh size 

throughout HOODOO ; see B'o.l338, 

109 7 0 .  Take a aig an ' boil i t ,  cut it  half in two , an '  take de ye1Low � 
out an '  fill that up wi th s alt , an ' take it  an ' eat i t  wi thout driDkia' .ay watab 
at all . An ' ask to see de man dat chure goin ' tuh marry or the vu.aa �· BPim' 
tuh marry , an ' yo ' ll s ee ' em when yo ' drink dat watah . [You vil1 see tbea that 
night in a dream.  This  is o rdinary folklore . I have included it here becagse 
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EGG BOIL - HALVE - REMOVE YELLOW - FILL WITH SALT 
EAT WITHOUT DRINKING WATER - DREAM OF FUTURE MATE 

FAST ALL DAY ON THURS DAY TO TURN [HELP ] • • •  MEMORY 
THEN BOIL EGG - REMOVE SHELL - KEEP EGG WHOLE 
WRITE ON WHITE OF EGG VERS ES  FROM PSALM 104 
THEN PUT WHOLE EGG IN MOUTH - HELP S YOUR MEMORY 
GIVE S KNOWLEDGE OF THINGS TO BE ACCOMPLI SHED 
BY SWALLOWING THINGS IN MAGI C - YOU CONTAIN THEM 
PSALM 104 HAS MUCH FOR MEDITATION AND MEMORY 

divinat ion is part of a hoo
doo or root doctor ' s  work . 
He or she might of fer this 
advice to a client . ]  [ Fay-
et teville , N .  Car . , 
2572 : 16 . ] 
10 9 7 1 . (What would you use 
that egg for? ) 
Yo ' fas t all day on Thurs day 
to turn [ improve ] yore mem
ory , dat chew will git de 
right unders tanding . You 
fas t de ent ire day . And den 
you boil dat aig and remove 

de shell . Af ter you remove de shell , den you write de 4th and 8th verse ,  I think 
it is , [ o f  Psalm 104 ] on dis aig . Anyhow you write as much as about ten or twelve 
verses on dis aig , and put de egg in yo ' mouth whole , and dat will turn yore mem
ory , wi ll help you t o  keep your memory and get some [knowledge ] o f  things which 
you wanta do . Dat ' s  one thing egg will do . Dat ' s  de only thing I know about de 
egg , but chew mus t put de whole egg in de mouth , when you have wrote dis on dis 
egg . Remove de shell and write dis on dere . De egg mus t no t be b roken . 

(What do you write that with? ) 
Ink . Dere ' s  nothing else wi ll write on it but ink , on a boiled egg . 
(And what verses o f  what ? )  
De 104th Psalm . [Washington , 
109 7 2 . Take a fresh-laid aig 

facin ' [ top over door uninclosed 

D . c  • • ( 6 2 8) , 80 7 : 7 . ] 
[ o ften called yaPd egg ] an ' put it  up on de do ' 
leaving a ledge ] on de do ' yo ' know lak , an ' 

FRE SH EGG IN UNINCLOSED SPACE OVER DOOR - MOVE S 
dat ' ll move dem . [ Uninclosed 
space over door indicates an 
unfinished or shed-type build

ing . For 
1517 : 10 . ] 

109 7 3 . 

a s imilar over-the-door rite , see No . ll044 . ] [Memphis , Tenn . 1 ( 9 3 8 )  1 

[Af ter THE AMAZING CHICKEN EGG (pp . 3 7 14- 37 76 , v . 4) , al s o  egg beliefs  
concerned with murder (pp . 3276-3285 ) , and eggs everywhere in HOODOO as parts of 

COLLECTION OF EGG RITES 
WITHOUT MARGIN TITLES 

other rites , there are still  a few left , mos t  o f  them 
too short for margin t i tles of their own . That is why 
I have grouped them here , underlining key words . ]  Take 
a fresh yaPd-egg [ very common name on lower Mis s i s s ippi 

River for an egg laid naturally by a free-living chicken , not by a chicken living 
its whole l i fe in a one-cubic-foot wire cage pris on ] , not a gro cery egg [ says my 
informant ,  who could have added that it  was also an unfertili zed and unnatural 
egg] • • •  wri te the pers on ' s  name on that egg • • •  3 t imes • • •  cro s s  the Mis sis s ippi 
River and when you get s  in de middle • • •  throw that egg over your left shoulder and 
you curse it ; that b reak 1 em up . [ New Orleans , La . , 118 5 : 6 . ]  

10974 . You put a little hole in it  [ shell of raw chicken egg ] and draw [usus
ally suck] that [ raw ] � [ yolk ] out • • •  take a person ' s  name an ' write it 9 times • • •  

put it � that � [ shell ] and stop the egg up • • •  throw it  in the river . An ' � 
long as that egg will float , drift  down [ the river ] ,  those people will drag , [ I  
mean] will drift . [ New Orleans , La . ,  ( 810) , 1140 : 3 . ] 

10975.  Vrite � on b lack hen egg , throw into running water , runs out of 
town . [Petersburg , Va . , 42 3 : 4 . ] 

10976 . Vrite name on b lack hen egg , throw in running water ,  sends away . 
[Norfolk, Va. , 533 : 6 . ]  
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109 7 7 . Write  name on b lack hen egg , throw into water as t ide goes out ; soon 
after , the person will die . [Newpor t News , Va . , 5 12 : 2 . ] 

109 7 8 .  P ick hole in egg , take out inside , put person ' s  hair in , write name 
� [ egg shell ] , seal [hole ] , throw into running water , runs person crazy . [Nor
folk , Va . , 46 0 : 2 . ] 

109 7 9 .  Put an egg in a b ag ,  drop b ag between man and woman so  it will spatter, 
and !.!!l.• " S eparate . " Black hen egg not nece s s ary . [Memphis , Tenn . , ( 965) , 
155 8 : 7 . ] 

10980 . 
curse it ; 

109 8 1 .  
83 8 : 7 . ] 

Take a [b lack hen ] egg and heap i t  at the gate • • •  throw it  down an ' 
[ they ] s ay you got to move . [New Or leans , La . , ( 798) , 1112 : 12 . ] 
Break a fresh egg against  person ' s door to move . [Washington , D . C . , 

10982 . Bus t egg agains t  door ; make move . [Mob ile , Ala . , 9 7 2 : 3 . ] 
10983 . Burs t  rotten egg on y our door t o  move . [Mob i le , Ala . , 900 : 1 . ] 
10984 . Burs t b lack hen egg at person ' s door on Fr i day t o  g ive b ad luck . 

[Mobile , Ala . , 87 4 : 5 . ] 
10985 . To make move , b ur s t  against  door a b lack hen egg laid on Fr iday . 

[Mob i le , Ala . , 8 7 7 : 11 . ] 
10986 . Drop one b lack [hen ] � righ t  at door at twelve o ' clo ck in de 

night • • •  they ' l l cer t ain ly git away from there . [New Or leans , La. , ( 814) , 114 7 : 2 .] 
109 8 7 . Bury chi cken egg at door t o  make you move . [ Charleston , S .  Car . , 

555 : 8 . ]  
--

10988 . Bury black hen egg at door ; when it b us t s , you die . [ Ri chmond , Va . , 
33 3 : 7 . ] 

10989 . To b reak up , or con fusion between man and your woman , black hen egg 
under door . [Nor folk , Va . , 49 3 : 2 5 . ] 

109� I would get me a egg from a frizzly hen an ' 
s teps ; then af ter 9 o r  7 days , you s ee , that  egg would 
confusion and the landlord would put ' em out de house . 
1343 : 3 . ] 

I would put it  under the 
bus ' • That would make 

[New Orleans , ( 85 3) , 

1099 1 .  But some informants say :  name b lack hen egg , mark i t  [mark i t  perhap s  
a s  you mark , s crat ch or s cribb le up setting eggs ] , bury at door , when i t  burs t s , 
you die . [ Ri chmond , Va . , 334 : 3 . ] 

10992 . Get a egg from a b lack hen an ' wri te their name upon it 9 t imes , an ' 
bury it  underneath their s teps an ' make ' em move . [New Orleans , La. , ( 8 3 8 ) , 
1260 : 2 . ] 

1099 3 .  They t ake the � o f  the person who you dislike and write this name 
on these [ rotten eggs ] crossways , up and down de egg [ each name cros ses the o ther 
name , yours being the t op name ] and wri te yours on top o f  i t  [ th e  o ther name ] and 
make your wish . And af ter that , why you go to the door and j us t  chunk it on the 
door ; make it  b us t  on the door or either on top o f  the house . And that will make 
a dis turb an ce in there . [Newport News , Va . , 500 : 2 . ] 

10994 . Break egg on your door to move you . [ Charles ton , S .  Car . , 6 23 : 9 . ] 
10995 . Egg thrown on t op Oflhouse t o  move . [Wi lmington , N .  Car . , 134 : 2 . ]  
10996 . Throw b lack hen egg over hous e ,  makes move . [ Ri chmond , Va . , 322 : 5 . ]  
109 9 7 . Throw fresh yard egg over house , b lack hen egg , left  fall on other 

s ide to move . [Mobile , Ala . , 94 8 : 10 . ] , 
10998 . Throw b lack hen egg across house and let b reak on the other side , 

.akes move . [Wilmington , N .  Car . , 26 8 : 8 . ] 
10999 . Throw fresh b lack hen egg across house so it b reaks against the house 

to make person move . [ Charles t on , S .  Car . , 6 10 : 9 . ] 
11000 .  Break a fr izzly chi cken egg at the house to make person .ove . 

[Charles ton , s .  Car . , 546 : 13 . ] 
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11001 . Throw egg acros s hous e makes you move . [Ri chmond , Va . , 3 7 6 : 3 . ] 
11002 . Throw b l ack hen egg over hous e ,  b reaks over hous e to move . [Newport 

News , Va . , 503 : 9 . ] 
11003 . Throw egg agains t s ide of hous e and you leave within 3 days . [Vicks

burg , Mis s . ,  1012 : 7 . ] 
11004 . Dye an egg red or black , bury or throw at pers on ' s home ; caus es con

fus ion in hous e . [Mob ile , Ala . , 8 74 : 2 . ] 
11005 . I ' d  take a fresh [b lack ]  hen egg and I ' d  take and throw it , and b reak 

it on top of your hous e ,  and make a wish for s omething bad to happen t o  you . 
[New Orleans , La . , ( 834) , 1255 : 4 . ] 

1100 6 .  Write � on egg , throw acros s hous e t o  move . [Wilmington , N .  Car . , 
25 9 : 4 . ] 

11007 . Write pers on ' s name 9 times on f resh egg , throw acros s hous e t o  make 
move . [ Charles ton , S .  Car . , 610 : 10 . ] 

11008 . Take a b l ack hen egg and write your name on it and throw it agains t 
your hous e and bus t it and call you a bad name and you ' ll move out of that hous e .  
[New Orleans , La. , ( 8 35) , 1256 : 7 . ] 

11009 . Put cros smark on large end o f  egg and hide in wes t part of person ' s  
hous e to move . [Washington , D . C . , 6 25 : 2 . ] 

11010 . To make pers on move , throw egg or eggs against house on Wedne sday or 
Friday .  [ Vi cksburg , Mis s . ,  1011 : 1 . ] 

11011 . Ho le in frizzly chicken egg , put in graveyard dus t and pepp er , throw 
agains t hous e to make move . [ Charles ton , S .  Car . , 54 3 : 6 . ] 

11012 . S oak black hen egg in vinegar 9 days , throw against hous e ,  you move . 
[Mob ile , Ala . , 944 : 6 . ] 

11013 . Take a � [ eggs ] from a black chicken - 2 b lack hens • • •  throw it 
[ them ] on the hous e an ' it ' l l [ they ' l l ]  bus ' an ' they 1 1 1 [ people wil l ]  go away 
from the hous e .  [New Orleans , La . , ( 8 5 9 ) , ? ]  

11014 . Break 3 eggs agains t hous e ;  breaks up couple . [Mob ile , Ala . , 8 3 3 : 10 . ] 
11015 . Break egg agains t s ide o f  hous e ,  do for 3 mornings ,  read 2 3rd Ps alm 

for 9 mornings ,  you ' ll move . [Mob ile , Ala . , 9 6 7 : 1 . ] 
11016 . They can get three b lack hen eggs [ an egg from 3 diff erent hens ] 

[ unusual ] • • •  fresh , fres h ;  s oak ' em in vinegar • • •  b reak ' em on top of their house 
an ' they ' ll move . [New Orleans , La . , ( 8 26) , 1204 : 1 . ] 

1101 7 . Now ,  yo ' kin take a underweah , a underweah whut yo ' got on yore ches t 
like dis heah [ evidently opened shirt to show underwear ] .  Don ' t ca ' i f  it ' s  a 

CHI CKEN FEATHERS 3 - FROM WING OF  LIVE ROOSTER 
DRIVE RUSTY NAIL INTO GREEN P INE SAPLING - HANG UP 
WOMAN ' S UNDERWEAR - P UT FEATHERS ON - SHE RETURNS 

thick one or either a thin 
one - underweah . An '  ah kin 
take dat , an ' three roos ter 
feathah - hen or roos ter , 
any kind . Ain ' t gotta be 

but one kinda feathah , dat ' s  de feathah come out de wing . All r ight yo ' promis e 
me yo ' gonna [ no t  work in S avannah ! ] .  Dat woman ovah dere , yo ' unders tan ' , 
suh .  Yo ' wanta b ring her b ack j es '  lak yo ' got life in yore b ody an ' ah got 
life in mah body .  Well , ah kin git dat [ done ] j es '  as easy as anything . Jes ' 
git dem three feathah lak ah telled yo ' .  Unders tand , an ' git dere undahweah , an ' 
go right out in de woods t o  a green p ine s apling . It  isn ' t gain ' dirty yo ' , an ' 
git chew a rusty nail - not no new nail - a rus ty nail an ' put dat undahweah j es '  
l ak dis heah [ demons trates ] .  

(Put that underwear up agains t the tree . ) 
Put dat undahweahs on dat pine s aplin ' . Yo ' unders tan '  whut ah mean? Yo ' 

take dem three feathah an ' put ' em lak dat [ demons trates ] ,  yo ' unders tan ' . 
(Put the three feathers on the underwear . )  
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Put de underweah dere f irs t to de tree - yo ' lis ten whut ah ' m  speakin ' - an ' 
take de three feathahs an ' put ' em lak dis heah [ demons trates ] .  But yo ' s tick 
dat nail ' fore yo ' nail dat underweah , unders tand , where [ demons trates ] nail de 
undershirt up dere an ' dem feathah right dere . All right , den chew go back . 
Don ' tell none o f  her fren ' s .  Dey don ' t [know] whut chew been doin ' . In eight 
day ' s  time she ' ll be to yo ' res idence . 

(That ' s  all you have to do to bring that woman back ? )  
(You put her underwear up there . You put the nail up there an ' put [hang ] 

the underwear on it wi th the feathers ? )  
The chicken ain ' t go tta b e  daid atall . [ Pull the feathers out o f  a live 

roos ter . ]  [ S avannah , Ga . , ( 12 7 3) , 2154 : 3 . ] 
11018 . Now , dere one chi cken feathah you could use ,  to  do any harm, dat ' s  a 

friz zly fowl . A friz zly fowl is  good and is b ad ,  onners t and . Now , yo ' kin take 

FEATHERS 2 FROM FRIZZLY CHI CKEN HEAD HELD TOGETHER 
WITH NEW PIN - PUT ON PERSON ' S BOS OM - CRAZY IN HOUR 
CAN POISON FAMILY WITH FRIZZLY SOUP AND FINGERNAILS 
FRI ZZLY SOUP - MADE FROM THE BUM GUT - IS  A DI SASTER 

a feathah from de top o f  
a friz zly fowl ' s head and 
you kin take a feathah 
from de top o f  a fri zzly 
fowl ' s back . And you kin 
t ake dat feathah what you 

git from de friz zly fowl and take one new 
and I kin take dem feathah and put ' em in 
is a crazy man ovahnight - in an hour . 

p in and p in dem two feathah togethah 
your bosom or anybody ' s  bosom and you 

(Supposed to make him lose his mind? )  
Yes , s ir ,  arazy fer de next. Yo ' kin put ' em in dere dis hour and de next 

hour somebody got ta tie ' em down . 
(Well , what else can you do with that Fri zzly hen? Can you do anything else? ) 
Yes , you kin use de b um  gut ,  you know . 
(Gut ? The intestine ? The tes ticle ? )  
[My p receding ques tions merely ask for more information . The meaning o f  the 

word bum in the sense o f  anus or buttocks I had known for years , but bum gut did 
no t pene trate immediately be cause I had trans lated the words into rotten gut 
[ s tomach troub le , etc . ] also a folk term. ] 

Dat ' s  real good . You kin take dat and kill a nation . 
[You can ki l l  a nation becaus e o f  all that  hoodoo poison that goes through a 

frizzly hen - see margin title DOCTOR FRIZZLY pp . 59-63 , v . l ,  and many places . ]  
(How would you do that ? )  
Well , you take dat and you cook a soup . Cook in a chicken soup , onners tand . 

Vell , I hate dat house dere . I wanna poison dat whole house , but dey is my 
neighbors . We ll , I git  dat soup and carry over dere , go acro s s  wit it . 

(You poison them? ) 
De whole house . But now you go tta put in dat , Do c - des scrape dem in it  -

de finge rnails . Keep dem dirty and scrape ' em - [ into the soup ] . [ Charleston , 
S .  Car . , ( 5 7 3 , Doator Marcus Brown ,  see DOCTOR BROWN WELCOMES DOCTOR HYATt TO 
CHARLESTON , pp . 2246-2253 , v . 3) ,  593 : 5 . ] 

11019 . (Ever hear o f  them us ing chicken 
of mine adds : Always asked this ques tion to 

feathers for anything? ) [An old DDte 
see whether Negro believed in vltch 

CHICKEN FEATHERS FROM VICTIM' S BED - MIX WITH 
BERGAMOT AND SWEET OIL - STOP UP IN CAN - BURY 
OK SOUTH S IDE OF TREE NEAR VI CTIM ' S HOUSE - WHEN 
rEAmERS PINE AWAY - NO M . D .  HELPS - VICTIM DIES 

wreath . ] 
Well , �r • • •  ah • • • •  Jis' Iak a 
person doin ' sa.epiD � J0 1  
an ' yo ' wanta git rid of ' ea ,  
yo ' take some of de feathabs 
outa dey bed � dey sleep 

at an '  yo ' put dis oil  of bergamine [bergamo t ]  an ' sweet oil toeetbab aa '  j is '  
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greas e dose feathah wi th ' em ,  dat chew g o t  out de bed from where dey s leep . Jis ' 
greas e dose feathahs wi th ' em an ' take ' em an ' put ' em in a can or  somep in an ' 
s top ' em up , an ' take ' em tuh de south s ide of  a tree no t very far from dey house 
an ' bury it dere . See . An ' when dem dere feathahs will finally pine away -
dey ' ll j is '  pine away tuh nuthin . Dey j is '  gi t s ick an ' dey s ick on dey s tomick 
an '  dey j is '  ache all ovah . An ' i t  j is '  sompin lak de rheumatism an ' cain ' t no 
doctor [M. D . ] do ' em no good an ' event ' ly dey ' l l die . [Memphis ,  Tenn . , ( 940) , 
1522 : 8 . ] 

11020 . If  you wanta break up individuals - you 
you wanna break up a woman an ' a man . You feed de 

ONE FEATHER PULL FROM TAIL OF ROOSTER FLYING AWAY 
AND SAY : BREAK UP SO-AND-SO WITH SO-AND-SO - MAN 
DOES THIS TO GET WOMAN BACK - A WOMAN MUST USE HEN 

has chickens in de yard and 
chickens and you ke tch hold 

de roos ter ' s  tail , pull a 
feather out of  dat . He fly 
away and you ke tch his tail , 
you know . You call de pus
son name and s ay ,  "Yah big 

so-and-so  from so-and-so , "  you unders tand , dat break de man away . 
(You s ay that as the roos ter flies away . You pull the feather out . )  
Yo ' gi t hold dat feather and s ay ,  "Break up so-and-so  with so-and-so . "  I f  

yo ' wanna break a woman loose from a man , you pull de feather out o f  a hen . 
[ Charles ton , S .  Car . , ( 518 , Doctor Nelson an interes ting person , see pp . 22 60-
2 2 6 1 , v . 3 & p . l59 9 f . , v . 2 ) , Charles ton , S .  Car . , 611 : 5 . ] 

11021 . B lack chicken ' s  feathe r .  You kin take that and you - you git de 
feathers from a j e t-b lack hen and you gi t to de party ' s  bed and you s tick i t  

A BLACK CHICKEN FEATHER BETWEEN PILLOW AND 
PILLOWCASE CAUSES SUDDEN DEATH TO SLEEPER 

right between de pillowcas e and de 
p illow .  L e t  them s leep on i t .  And 
i t ' ll  caus e their sudden death . I t  
may b e  in some o ther part o f  de 

hous e or in their s leep . Jus t as quick as that . [ Charles ton , S .  Car . , ( 514 , 
Doctor Glover , whose abili ty can be unders tood only by reading his HEADBOARD 
OF GRAVE ANSWERS DOCTOR GLOVER BY ROCKING , p . 2 2 5 8f . , v . 3) , 5 98 : 5 . ] 

11022 . Well , yo ' take those chicken feathers - you know , j es t  like you take 
' em and burn ' em .  Put ' em in a piece o f  tin and burn ' em ,  and then take the 

CHICKEN FEATHER POWDER - DRIVES CRAZY IN DRINK 
ashes from ' em and you know 
burn ' em ,  don ' t put much 
[ feathers ] ,  j es t  put a [ few ] 

after you dry ' em and - they j es t  look like powder .  Then you put i t  in the 
water and drink off  i t  and make yo ' franzy . You know , you hear of  people being 
franzy , yo ' know . Makes you franzy-minded . No t cri ticize , you know what ah 
mean . [ Unknown t o  inf orman t this could be a black chicken feathers ri te , or 
black feather could have been mentioned before recording began . [ Jacks onville , 
Fla .  • ( 611) • 7 88 : 12 . ] 

11023 .  Jes ' lak yo ' have a sweetheart 
yo '  [want him to fall in love wi th you] . 

an ' yo ' want him tuh come tuh love 
Yo ' want him tuh come tuh love yo ' • 

yo ' take an ' draw de feathers 
WOMAN INTO BEAU ' S HAND PRESSES 3 TIMES SEVERAL 
ROOSTER FEATHERS WHICH AB SORB HIS PERSPIRAT ION 
THESE HAVING BECOME A HAND SHE PUTS IN HER 
PO CKET - LOOKS HIM IN TtiE EYE - KIS SES HIM - END 

out 
yo ' 
his 
his 
put 

pocket an' look him dead in his eyes an ' den kis s  ' im ,  
with yo ' .  

(You take the feathers out o f  any cock ' s tai l ? )  

o f  dat co ck ' s tail , an ' 
press ' em three times in 
hand . An '  den yo ' take 
[ dis ? ] hand [ hand]  an ' 
i t  into yore right hand 
an ' he will  take s ides 

Yes sir. [ Surely the woman does no t put the man ' s hand into her right pocket ! 



- Hoodoo - C onj urati on - Witchcraft - Rootwork - 4111 

She takes feathers , probab ly 
man ' s hand 3 times to absorb 
hand o r  jomo . This she puts 
( 1206 ) , 20 3 7 : 6 . ] 

3 ,  from the roo s ter ' s  tai l and presses them into the 
his perspiration . The feathers themselve s  become a 
into her own right p ocket . ]  [Brunswick , Ga . ,  

11024 . Ah heard of ' em us ing chicken 
take de chicken feathers - dere ' s a mice 

fe athers tuh make ' em move . Well , dey 
[ sounds like lice ] on every chicken 

feather , chicken mice [mice? ] .  
(You mean lice ? )  CHICKEN FEATHERS AND LICE FROM CHICKEN HEAD 
Lice . Dey takes dem lices offa dat 

chicken an ' t ake his haid , his b il l , an ' beat dat up fine an ' put s ome kerosene 
an ' s ome sulphur in i t , an ' dat ' ll make yo ' move . Put it  in yore mattress or 
under de haid of  yore bed . [Waycross , Ga . , ( 1449 ) , 1 87 6 : 5 . ] 

11025 . Dey use chicken feathers dey say fo ' b ad luck . Probab ly if  yo ' got 
s ome chickens o r  s omp in lak dat an ' ah wanta make yo ' have b ad luck , ah kin take 

CHICKEN FEATHERS CAN BE BAD LUCK - BURN ON STOVE 
OR USE THESE ASHES ABOUT HOUSE - YOUR CHICKENS MAY 
DIE OR SOMEONE IN FAMILY - OR USED WITH FOOT TRACK 

de feathers from yore chick
ens and burn ' em in mah 
s t ove . See , an ' use de 
ashes an ' dese chicken fea-
thers an ' take ' em an ' 

sprinkle ' em all round yore house . Dat wi ll cause all yore chickens tuh d i e , 
or s omeone in yore fami ly to  d i e , or s omp in lak dat . Dat ' s  whut de ' call a re
buke to a fami ly . Or e i ther if ah should happen to have tuh buy a chicken or 
s omp in lak dat , ah kin git s ome of  yore dirt from roun ' in yore yard where yo ' 
have trave l on , an ' use it an '  burn i t  an ' cause yo ' tuh have b ad luck to  s ome 
o f  yore fami ly o r  either p robab ly to yo ' .  [Memphis , Tenn . , ( 1518) , 2697 : 8 . ]  

110 2 6 . You kin get a b lack hen ' s  feather , git  chew a little b lack molasses , 
and take you a little o f  dis o le caPd weed,  they use to  call it - grow in de 

BLACK HEN FEATHER - BLACK MOLASSES - CARD WEED 
BOIL INTO A TEA - WEED SPROUTS IN VICTIM' S VEINS 

fields . 
( CaPd weed? ) 
Dat ' s right . I t  bears a long 
seed-like along in de fall of 

de year , and it ' s  a lot of yellow dust on dat . You gi t chew one o f  dem,  git de 
longes t one yo ' kin find . If yo ' go to a bush , git de longes t one yo ' kin find .  
Y o u  take dis chicken feather and dis b lack mo las ses and you b o i l  it  l ike a tea
like . And you kin s l i p  s ome o f  dat to a fellow and it  ain ' t very long ' fore dat 
weed wi ll sprout into his veins . [ At one time I thought thi s weed might be the 
caPd tease l o r  caPdthis t le .  I ' l l leave this for the expert in folk names for 
p lants . ]  

(You boil this weed and the mo las ses and the feather all together ? )  
Yes . 
(And how do you give to  him? ) 
We l l  you gotta s lip it  in s omep in dat he eats . 
(Oh I see , and this weed wil l  sp rout in him. What wi ll that do ? )  
I t  don ' t sp rout into his sys tem,  i t  forms into  his ve ins ; j us t  cripples hba 

up , b ad laigs . [ Norfolk , Va . , (491) , 5 27 : 7 . ] 

BLACK CHICKEN FEATHERS 
BURNED IN VICTIM' S YARD 

110 27 . [ That is ] b ad luck around the place . 1bac 
[ is ]  the cPoss .  Yo ' j us t  put them in an old ,.m aad 
put them in the b ack yard , and smoke thea aroaad tbe 
p lace wherever they want the pers on t o  leave fraa. or 

don ' t want them to get along . 
(What kind of  feathers do you put in the p an ? )  
Black feathers , b lack chicken feathers . [New Orleans , La • • (814) . 1148:8. ] 
11028 . Ah ' ve heard of ' em us in ' dem j es t  tuh bring luck to de �. 
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(How do they do that ? )  
Dey burn de chicken feathers , yo ' know , j es t  lak ah ' d  have me a pan an ' ah j est  

git  m e  some o f  dat  same sulphur an ' b rims tone an ' dem chicken feathers . Now , 

FEATHERS - BRIMSTONE - SULPHUR : BURNED AT HOUSE LUCKY 
they are lucky . Ah know 
dat fa ' a fact , ah ' ve 
tried it . An ' yo ' burn 

dem around de house . Now 1 dey are lucky . [Waycross 1 Ga . 1 (1148)  1 1873 : 7 . ] 
11029 . Cuz ' if  yo ' do , it j is '  move yo ' away . J is ' lak de dus t be  gain ' , 

yo ' 11 be gain ' • 

(What is this about now ? )  
I f  yo ' burn chicken feathers in de yard 

de smoke go , yo ' ll be git tin ' out dere an ' 
an ' j is '  lak yo ' burn ' em an ' where 
yo ' ll go , too . 

I F  YOU BURN CHI CKEN FEATHERS IN YOUR YARD 
YOU WILL SOON GO THE WAY THE SMOKE WENT 

(What do you do  with chicken feathers , 
when you kill a chicken then ? )  
Well , yo ' take an ' put ' em in a sack , 
dry ' em ;  put ' em in a sack an ' dry 

' em an ' put ' em in our pillahs - make pillahs . Dat ' s  all we do ' s . 
(How do you get rid o f  them? You don ' t keep all your chicken feathers . What 

do you do with them to get rid of  them , then? ) 
Ah keep all de chicken feathers . [ These peop le I t alked to , almost  all o f  

them living alone and poor , b ought few live chickens . ]  [ Algiers , La . , ( 1 5 9 3 ) , 
2995 : 4 . ] 

11030 . Like you sleep on dis pillah , well if I kin git  a chance to steal dat 
pillah while you away , well I will open dis pillah up and git de feathers out o f  
it . And I will leave them all ove r and I will slip it  down t o  a running st ream .  

ENEMY STEALS YOUR PILLOW - SCATTERS THE FEATHERS 
THROWS THE PILLOW INTO RUNNING WATER - YOU GO 

rag , bundle ' em up , an ' ah throw ' em in de  running 
[ Jacksonville , Fla . , ( 5 50) , 6 8 9 : 12 . ] 

(What do you do wi th those 
feathers then ? )  
With de feathers , wrap them 
up in dis b ag or rag , dish
s t ream and dey go away . 

11031 . Yo ' kin t ake b l ack chicken feathers an ' take nine of  ' em an ' ,  yo ' 
know , tie de ends o f  ' em toge ther an ' hang ' em up ovah anybody ' s  haid . An ' 

9 BLACK CHI CKEN FEATHERS TIED LIKE A NECKLACE 
HANG WHERE PERSON WALKS UNDER - WILL SOON LEAVE 

from a b lack chicken and tie them together like a 
Yes sir , tie ' em toge ther an ' hang ' em up ovah 

pass at . [Waycross , Ga . , ( 1134) , 1842 : 11 . ]  

eve ry time dey walk in dere , 
dey ' ll feel funny an ' dey won ' t 
even s t ay dere no mo' . 
(You take these nine feathers 
necklace ? )  
anybody ' s  haid where dey go t t a  

11032 . Suppose that you leave home and the woman want to b r ing you b ack home , 
want you to  come home . Now , what will she do ? She ' ll take a feather out of  a 

INTO FORKED STICK UPSIDE DOWN A WOMAN SLITS TOP 
OF STEM AND CLAMP S INTO IT A ROOSTER FEATHER 
NAMED ABSENT MAN - BURIES IN BACK YARD SAYING 
JOHN_. I WANT YO U TO COME HOME AND STAY HERE 
TO SEND HIM AWAY SHE BURIES FORK UP V SAYING 
JOHN, GO AWAY FROM HOME - BURY AWAY FROM HOME 

rooster and get a forked stick , 
like this [ demons trates ] cut 
it  off  here , stick a feather 
in that , by sp litting it , you 
know . And stick the rooster 
feather in it , and name that 
ro oster feather for whatever 
de man is named . And stick 

i t  in de back yard , where she want him to come , j ust  with the top o f  it  out , and 
he ' 11 come back . 

[Here i s  the forked o r  "Y" stick . ] 
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(Jus t the top up wi th the feathers on the two s ticks up? ) 
De fork [ corrects me by demons trating ] .  
(You put the fork down in the ground . And that handle - so the handle is 

split wi th the feather in it? ) 
That ' s  i t .  
(But you cover that up a li ttle b i t ? ) 

You cover up de wood but leave the feathers s ticking out . 
(Oh , you leave the feather s ticking out . I s ee . )  
Because the feather is named him - is named for him. Leave the feather 

s ticking out . Say , now like , "John , I wan t you to come home and s tay here. " 
You s t ick tha t down wi th the feather out , and John will come . 

(John wi ll come home . ) 
[While machine is turned o f f , informant explains and I repeat i t . ] 

4113 

(Now , "John , go away f rom home . "  You prepare i t  the s ame way and bury it . 
Then they take it up? Then he ' ll leave home? ) 

[ Inf ormant repeats what I had mis s ed . ] 
Now , i f  you want John to go from home , why you j us t  name that s ame thing to 

John and carry it out from home and bury it and den he won ' t come home . 
(Oh , you bury i t  away from home ! But i f  you want him to come , you bury it 

in the b ack yard? ) 
Yes , sir . [ A  no te o f  mine in green ink years ago reads : notice symbo lism.  

I suppose thi s means : to b ring b ack ,  the handle or s tem o f  the Y s tands up A , 
to s end away i t  s tands " - the shoo ting away posi tion for a rubb er-shooter . For 
a s imilar "Y" fork rite , see in wishbone ri te in No . • ] [Nor folk , Va . , ( 4 7 3 ) ,  

DIP BLACK HEN FEATHER IN BLOOD OF SOMEONE LOVED 
REP IN JAR OR BOTTLE - MAKES PARTY THICK WIT CHEW 
ALSO KEEP YO ' FROM BEIN ' FUSS IN ' AN ' ARGUMENT 

keep yo ' from b ein ' fus s in '  an ' argument [ arguing ] 
(What kind o f  b lood do you put that in? ) 

4 8 8 : 6 . ] 
1103 3 .  Dey take a black hen 
feather an ' take dat an ' put 
it in some b lood , an ' den 
keep dat in a j ar ,  an ' dat ' 11 

all de time . 

Oh , yo ' have to have some o f  de one whut chew thinkin ' o f , whut chew love . 
(Get some o f  their b lood on thi s feather and keep i t  locked up and that is 

�o make them love you? ) 
Yes . 
Ah say yo ' kin gi t a b lack hen an ' take dat feather an ' put i t  in blood o f  

sa.ebody whut chew love an ' put i t  - b u t  yo ' go tta  have i t  in dat j ar o r  a bot
�e or somp in .  S top dat up an ' keep it dere , so dat s ame party wi ll b e  thick 
vit chew all de time . [ Brunswick , Ga . , ( 1202) , 2018 : 13 & repeated 2019 : 1 . ] 

BLACK HEN FEATHER IN BOTTLE OF HEARTS COLOGNE 
11034 . Ah heard dem us in '  a 
chicken feather . Yo ' take a 
b lack hen feather an ' put it in 

a bottle o f  Hearts Co logne an ' s top i t  up airtight . Dat ' s  good fo ' luck . 
(You carry that for luck . ) [Waycross , Ga . ,  ( 109 5 ) , 1765 : 19 . ] 
11035 . I ' ve heerd o f  ' em us in ' chicken feathers - feathers , b lues tone an '  

saltpeter an '  sulphur . Yo ' plac e dem things together an ' yo ' would take ' ea  an• 

CBICKEN FEATHERS - BLUES TONE - SALTPETER - SULPHUR 
BURN 3 DAYS IN YOUR HOUSE AND YOU WOULD MOVE 

burn ' em in to yore huose. 
Jes t s ay ,  f o ' an ias�e 
ah wanted to make yo• leave . 

... place it into de house an ' burn i t  fo ' 
� vorld yo ' kin s tay in dese hous e .  Yo ' d  
Pe£ersburg ,  Fla . , ( 1018) , 1649 : 1 . ] 

ah could take all � s�uff 
three days , an ' de re ain' t DO vay in 
have to  leave , ain ' t no joke. [St . 
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11036 . Ah ' ve heard dey take feathers - take an ' cut de feathers an ' burn ' em 
an ' throw de ashes out . Jes ' lak yo ' d  be worriet wit somebody dat chew didn ' t 

IF YOU THROW ASHES FROM CHI CKEN FEATHERS BEHIND 
DEPARTING PERSON - THAT PERSON WILL NEVER RETURN 

want aro und , yo ' takes de 
feathers an ' burn ' em an ' 
throws ' em [ out ] an ' den when
evah yo ' throw de feathers out , 

dey t ell me dat throws out chure friendship . Jes ' lak if dey love tuh come tuh 
see yo ' , an ' yo ' didn ' t want ' em dere o r  somepin lak dat . Oat b reaks up friend
ship between yo ' an ' dis  person . [ Fayet teville , N .  Car . , ( 13 91 ) , 2497 : 12 . ] 

1103 7 . Take a chicken foo t , t ake de right foot an ' hang it up . Yo ' take all 
of his toes an ' yo ' b end ' em down an ' den yo ' go into de [ backhouse ]  an ' hang it 

FOOT OF CHICKEN - TOE FROM - CARRY FOR LUCK 
up , an ' whatsomevah one j es '  
straightens out , dat ' s de one . 
Take dat along an ' wear it in yore 

po cket an ' in all yo ' travel s  yo ' always have luck . [ Fayet teville , N .  Car . , 
( 14 29 ) , 257 9 : 8 . ] 

FRIZZLY CHI CKEN : ORDINARY AND BLACK 11038 . I f  anything buried anywhere around 
yore house , they tell me tuh git a frizzled 

chicken an ' put it on de yard , wheresomevah dey put down something to harm yo ' -
it will scratch it up . [ For these remarkable chickens see DOCTOR FRIZZLY pp . 59-
6 3 , v . l ,  and many places . ]  [ S avannah , Ga . , ( 1268 ) , 214 7 : 6 . ] 

11039 . I f  yo ' got a b lack frizz ly chicken , keep him on yore yard dat way , 
because he ' s  kind o f  a protector for [ agains t ]  the enemies that comes around 
yore house . [ S t .  Petersburg , Fla . , ( 9 8 3 ) , 159 1 : 5 . ] 

11040 . J i s t  take de skin outa duh gizzard an ' let it dry , an ' den j es t  smash 
i t  up in yore han ' an ' make a powder out of i t , an ' sprinkle some in yore sweet

CHICKEN GI ZZARD-SKIN POWDER - IN GIRL ' S  HAIR - LOVE 
heart ' s  hair - right up 
dere . 
(What will that do ? )  
Make her love you . [Way

BLACK PULLET GIZZARD SKIN - IN SACK - FOR JOB 
cros s ,  Ga . , ( 1089 ) , 1 7 57 : 10 .] 
1104 1 .  Take a gizzard o f  
black hen , a black pullet , 

an ' dat thin skin inside , take an ' sew it up in 
a man fo ' a j ob an ' he ' ll nevah turn yo ' down . 

1104 2 .  (How do they handle that ? )  
Well , you see , it ' s  one gut into a chicken . 
(There ' s what ? )  
There ' s  one gut into a chicken . 
(Just one gut? ) 

a sack .  Den yo ' kin go an ' ask 
[Waycros s , Ga . , ( 1137 ) , 1851 : 2 . ] 

One gut , that ' s  all kin do any harm.  
of his - you know , the back o f  his neck 

That ' s  a gut runs from the , from the top 
all the way to  the rear end o f  i t .  

GUTS OR INTESTINES OF CHI CKEN - DRY - POWDER 
SPRINKLE INTO PERSON ' S  EATS - YOU JUST GOOFY 

THEY ACTS LIKE A CHICKEN ALL THE TIME 

(The rear end , the tail end? ) 
That ' s  right . 
(To his b ehind? ) 
To his b ehind . 
(All right . )  
Now , yo ' take that gut and you kin 
fix that gut and you kin dry i t  

out and you kin - an d  af ter you dry it out , you makes a powder o f  i t .  And you 
use thi s powder into a person ' s eats - what I mean about eats , about s i ttin ' down 
eatin ' . You sprinkle that over ' em and you gotta act like a chicken - you j us t  
goofy . They acts like a chicken all the time . 
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( I  see . ) [New Orleans , La . , ( 860) , 1371 : 1 . ]  
1104 3 .  A chicken head and they write your name in i t  - write your name , you 

know , on a piece of paper .  
(Yes . )  
And they put a chicken head and they take and bury that chicken head . 
(What wi ll that do ? )  
That to keep they husband o r  they boy friend , 

their boy friend is  ab out to get away from them. 

INTO A CHICKEN HEAD SHE STI CKS PAPER ON WHICH 
SHE WRITE 9 TIMES NAME OF HUSBAND O R  BOY FRIEND 
WHICH SHE BURIES UNDER DOOR SHE CROSSES EACH DAY 

or whoever i t  is , if they f igure 
They get their name and they 

wri te , j ust like I shoved you 
j us t  now , nine times , and they 
put it in that chicken bead 
and they bury i t  either at 
their front door or at their 

back door , where they can walk over it al l the day long . [New Orleans , La . , 
( 845) , 12 9 3 : 3 . ] 

11044 . I seen a woman dress a chicken head for to b ring her husb and back to 
her . 

(We l l , how would they do tha t ? )  
We ll , she take the head and take 

stuf f i t  wi th his name and nine new 
that fork and bone part out the head and 
needles and p ins , and bury i t .  Put his 

TO BRING BACK HUSBAND WOMAN DRESSES CHICKEN HEAD 
TAKES OUT FORK OR BONE PART - PUTS IN HIS NAME 
9 NEW NEEDLES AND PINS � BURY IT - AND OVER DOOR 
NAIL HIS NAME - SUGAR - CINNAMON - WHITE RUM 

name , sugar , cinnamon and 
that white rum , and nail it 
up over the s ill [ ! ]  of the 
door . See , and that draws 
him b ack . 
(Up over the top of  the door . 

That ' s  to  b ring him b ack? ) [Here the si l l  i s  considered the cei ling of the door ; 
see No . l09 7 2 for open space ab ove a door . ] [New Orleans , La . , ( 830) , 1 2 34 : 3 . ] 

1104 5 . De roo s ter , ah know a lit tle sompin ' b out him . Yo ' kin take a rooster 
three yeahs ole an ' ki ll him .  Take his haid . Yo ' see a an ts ' b ed haven ' t  yo ' ?  

�OOSTER 3 YEARS OLD - KILL - PUT HIS HEAD IN 
ANT BED - LUCK - BUT SEE 6 AND 7 BOOKS OF MOSES 

Jes ' take dis ole roos ter ' s  
haid an ' j es '  put it in dat 
ants ' b ed an ' let i t  s tay .  
Yo ' know de an ts will shore 

eat de meat o f f  de skul l .  An ' let it stay dere j es '  long enough fo ' dose ants 
to git all de meat off de skul l ,  go through his haid an ' gi t al l de b rains an ' 
every thing till i t  come to be tes tified [pe trified? ] an ' ole . Well , dat ' s luck. 

(How would they use - what would they do wi th tha t ? )  
After den , d i s  o l e  fe llah tells me , yo ' goes tuh d e  67th [ 6 th an d  7 th ]  Book 

of Mbses an ' den he ' ll give yo ' de direct answer .  [Brunswick , Ga. , (1186) , 
2000 : 10 . ] 

11046 . To keep dem [ law ] from de house ? Now , if you wanta a li t tle liquor 
kep t  [ for sale ] in dis place heah and you don ' t want no man to come in on yuh 
nov. You go on your s tation house and git one of de man ' s name that you ' 11  fiDd 
out . Git one , two or three - if you kin [ ge t ]  nine it ' s  much b e t ter . De �  
you get de s tronger it is . I f  you can ' t gi t but one [ name ] , den work OD dat aa.e 
ane , but let i t  b e  de leading man dat you knows i s  asking ab out you - to ,aar own 
judgment . Work by your own j udgment , de j udgmen t of  your ear . Git clat - 
mad git you a b rand-new piece of  board and write his name . Put ' e. � de 
�Zd. Write ' em cross de world to you and wri te ' em b ackwards . 

(Backwards and forwards . )  
And dey can ' t come in fer de devil . And nail dat onto your step 8Dd dey can ' t 

� seeing you . Not when you nail dat dere . Git you de heart of a chicken and 
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it  got to be a b lack chi cken . Cut de heart out of i t . Git dat wishin ' b one o f  
d e  chi cken b reas t  and you take dat heart wi t your hand o n  dose letters . Put ' em 

HERE I S  A COMPLICATED CHI CKEN RITE USED BY A 
BOOTLE GGER DURING PROHBITION TO KE EP LAW AWAY 
GET NAME OF LAW OFFI CER - 2 OR 3 - 9 BETTER - ON 
NEW BOARD WRI TE NAME NORMALLY - THEN TURNING 
BOARD UPSIDE DOWN WRI TE NAME CROSS DE WORLD 
NAIL TO STEP - CAN ' T  COME IN FER DE DEVIL - TAKE 
BLACK CHI CKEN HEART - RUB OVER LETTERS ON BOARD 
TELLING THEM WHAT DAT SPIRIT IS GOTTA DO • • •  DON ' T  
WANT DAT LAW TO WORRY ME • • •  DON 'T EVEN WANTS 'EM 
TO COME HEAH FO ' A DRINK • • •  AH [WANTS ] 'EM TO 
PASS BY AN ' KEEP ON PASSIN ' BY - BURY DAT 
WI SHIN '  -BONE - TWO PRONGS DOWNWARDS - TALK TO IT 
BURY BONE UNDER CENTER OF HOUSE - QUINCUNX RITE 

dere so it can ' t  b e  rub of f -
on dat b oard . 
(You rub this heart over 
those letters ? )  
All over dose letters , all up 
and down like dat . And talk 
at de same time . Te ll ' em 
dat [what ] dat spirit i s  got
ta t o  do . You don ' t want no 
law to worry me . You wants 
to be up dere selling whiskey . 
Ah don ' t  want dat ZOL) to worpy 
me . Ah don ' t  want no kin ' of 
law .  A h  don ' t  even wants ' em 
to aome heah fo ' a drink of 

Ziquir or beer. Ah [wants ] ' em to pass by and keep on passing by . Kin go right 
in next door but won ' t come in chere . 

Take dat wishing-b one and b e  shore dat you go down in de groun ' t o  your shoul-
der and turn it down - A . Don ' t turn it up - Y . 

(Turn the wishing bone down , the points down? ) 
[Here we have rite s imi lar to the forked stick or " Y" in No . ll03 2 . ] 
Turn de two prongs down . And while you have - doin ' it , you talk to ' em. An '  

if you know any de officer ' s  names , don ' t let any come in dere , de fed ' ral offi
cer back , de county man b ack , de city officer b ack , de st ate controller , b ack . 
Dat take in all ' em ,  ain ' t it?  Go on over and over . And i f  you git dos e  three 
clas s o f  officers , you know why i t  is , don ' t you? De federal , de s tate control
ler , git de county and gi t de highway man . Den you go to work . 

(Where do you bury that wishing bone ? ) 
Under your step , right under your s tep . Be sure to go under your hous e . Den 

you put dat bone . If you ain ' t  got no front , put it in de middleways of de house . 
[ This center under the house and the 4 corners of  the hous e make our ri te a quin
cunx . ] Dat almost  s top people j ack-j acking to the front . [ Charles ton , S .  Car . , 
(509) , 5 6 9 : 2 . ]  

1104 7 .  Sew dat up in a rag .  
(What do they s ew up in a rag? ) 
De black hen manure .  Sew i t  up in a rag an ' put de pers on name in i t  i f  dey 

doin ' yo ' harm an ' yo ' don ' t  like ' em.  An ' yo ' take it to runnin ' water to de 
rivah an ' throw it in . 

BLACK HEN MANURE - VI CTIM ' S  NAME - 3 NEW SAFETY PINS 
Ilf "H" FORM - SEW UP - THROW INTO RIVER - SENDS AWAY 

go clean away an ' won ' t troub le yo ' no mo ' .  Ah done 
(Jus t put one safety pin? ) 

Put new safety pins in 
[ package ] an ' throw it in 
[ river ] an ' dat person ' l l 

that mahs elf . 

Two - three , yes sir , yo ' put one on each end an ' pin one acros s it , three . 
(Like the let ter "H" on the package . )  [ The figure is more like this * a 

double cross . ]  
Yes sir .  [Waycros s , Ga . ,  ( 113 3) , 1839 : 11 . ] 
1104 8 .  Take dat an ' dry i t  out . 
(This manure from a b lack frizzly 
Yassuh , yo ' kin dry it out an ' go 

anything , an ' sprinkle dat intuh dey 

chi cken? ) 
tuh anyb ody ' s  house an ' if  dey cookin ' or 
food , dat wi l l  upset dere stomach an ' con-
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MANURE OF BLACK FRIZZLY CHI CKEN IN PERSON ' S FOOD 
CAUSES HEAVIN ' - CURE WITH CHICKEN GIZZARD TEA 

tinually keeps ' em heavin ' 
al l de time . 
Yo ' kin turn right round an ' 
take de gizzard of a [ any ]  

chicken an ' put down dat throwin ' up . Anytime a person put frizzly s tuff [ma
nure ] into yore food , yo ' nevah got no appe tite fo ' anything yo ' eat , yo ' throw 
i t  up . [Memphis , Tenn . , ( 15 37 ) , 2 7 7 8 : 8 . ]  

11049 . [All the following chicken-manure rites , not identical ones , will b e  
found somewhere in HOODOO. They appear everywhere out in the field . I f  the re 

CHI CKEN-HOUSE MANURE ON BITE - IF ANYONE BITES YOU 
BITER' S TEETH WILL DROP OUT 

is no preference concerning 
the type - color and s ource -
of the material used , sup
pose we begin with the 

chicken-house itself . But sometimes for a human 
No . l0 7 21 , p . 4054 , v . 5 . ] 

b i te b ird manure is used - see 

Wel l ,  if  anyb ody b ite chew like dat , yo ' take an ' place - go to a chicken 
coop an '  place some chicken ' nure [manure ] on dere an ' make yo ' [ the b i ter ] lose 
yore teeth . [ S t .  Petersburg , Fla . , ( 1018) , 164 8 : 2 . ] 

11050 . Yo ' coul d go to a chicken house an ' git s ome chicken manure an ' rub 
i t  on dere [ if person b i tes you] an ' it will make a person ' s tee th rot out . 
[Brunswick , Ga . , ( 11 7 5 ) , 1 9 87 : 2 . ] 

11051 . I f  anyb ody b i te chew or any thing l ike dat , see , j es '  git  dis whe re de 
chicken has been , yo ' know , an ' put it on dat p l ace . Dat wil l  rot al l dey tee th 
out . [Wilson , N .  Car . , ( 1 4 9 6 ) , between 2262- 2 6 6 5 : 9 . ] 

BLACK CHI CKEN MANURE ON BITE 
MAKES BITER' S TEETH FALL OUT 

11052 . Ah heard dat if someb ody b i te chew dat 
yo ' gits black chicken manure an ' rub it on dere , 
an '  it wil l  rot all dere tee th out . [ Fayette
ville , N .  Car . , ( 1 3 9 8 ) , 2519 : 6 . ] 
11053 . Now , dey tell me yo ' kin take a b l ack 
hen ' s  dung - a black hen ' s  dung . In de places 

vhere he bit chew , anoint dat place wit dat , an ' it will cause all dere tee th 
tub come out . [Brunswick, Ga . , (j us t before No . l 240) , 2105 : 1 . ] 

IlliTE PART OF CHICKEN MANURE 
SOAK 3 DAY S - PERFUME 

11054 . (You take a white what ? )  
Chicken turd. 
(Yes , the manure . )  
An '  yo ' soak i t  in water three days , an ' yo ' 

strain i t  out an ' yo ' make a perfume outa it [ ! ! ! ]  an ' yo ' kin take ' em in wit 
dat . [Waycross , Ga . , ( 11 7 0 ) , 1 9 7 6 : 6 . ] 

11055 . They wil l  ke tch a black hen - goin ' pick ' em out a black ole hen an '  
&i t  de white offa dat , dey dung , de white . And i f  dey kin git i t  - maybe dey 

lfiiTE PART OF BLACK HEN MANURE FED TO ANYONE 
�S VI CTIM' S TEETH FALL OUT WITHIN 9 DAYS 

wants to do it , dey can ' t  git to 
' em.  But he ' l l g i t  s omebody else 
an ' put s ome in yore food . See . 
An '  de minute dat yo ' eat it , in 

aiDe days yore too ths will come to be s l ack all over everywhere - in nine days . 
(And your tee th wil l  eventually drop out . ) [Not eventually , but within 9 

days ! ]  [ Savannah , Ga . , ( 54 2 ) , 6 7 2 : 1 . ] 
11056 . Dey say , take - it ' s  either a b lack hen or a whi te hen - take sa.e of 

dere s tuff , yo ' know , an ' rub on i t  [bite ] an ' all of yore tee th will fall out. 

1111ITE MANURE OR WHITE PART OF BLACK MANURE 
Dat ' s all ah heard about dat . [Way
cross , Ga . , ( 105 9 ) , 1719 :8 . ] 
1105 7 .  I f  yo ' b i t  a persoo. , yeah , 

.- •  they git chicken manure an ' anoint the place with i t  - i f  they bit ' em, an '  
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then their teeth will begin tuh rot out one by one . Of cours e ,  they all won ' t 
come out at  one t ime , but one by one they ' ll  eventually [ come out ] . 

TEETH ROT AND COME OUT GRADUALLY 

WRAP UP BITE 3 DAYS - BITER' S TEETH DROP OUT 

(Any kind o f  chicken manure ? )  
Yes , j es '  so i t ' s  a chicken . 
[ S t .  Petersburg , Fla . , ( 1006) , 
1 6 2 3 : 3 . ] 

• 
11058 . You kin take manure from 
a chicken - has to be a black one , 

though - an ' dat place [where you were b i tten ]  put it on there an ' t ie it up , an ' 
keep it t ied up for three days . Dat will take all their teeth out . [ S t .  P eters

RUB CHICKEN DUNG ON SLEEP ER' S HEAD - HIS TEETH ROT 
burg , Fla . , ( 1 0 2 5) , 1662 : 6 . ] 
11059 . De chicken s tuff 

in de top o f  his head when he ' s  as leep , an ' all 
Petersburg , Fla . , ( 9 94) , 160 6 : 5 . ] 

from a chicken an ' rub it  
his  teeth will ro tten out . [ S t . 

11060 . Dey tell  me , says , i f  yo ' wanta make dat person move out , dey tell me 
yo ' git some s tuff [ s oot ] from up de chimley an ' sprinkle i t  round de do ' evah 
mawnin ' fa ' nine mawnin ' s ,  an ' dey ' l l  sweep dey owns elf away ' caus e dey ' ll  sweep 

CHIMNEY - SOOT FROM VICTIM' S OWN - ENEMY 
SPRINKLES AT VICTIM' S DOOR 9 MORNINGS - MOVES 

CINNAMON AND SUGAR - GAMBL ING 

CINNAMON - SUGAR - FAST LUCK 
LUCKY OIL - VAN- VAN 

dat dus t - soot - away from de 
do ' . 
(They are sweeping their own 
chimney away ? )  
Yes sir . [Waycross , Ga . , ( 10 7 7 ) , 
1 7 44 : 9 . ] 
11061 . Keep some sugar and cin
namon in a piece o f  paper , wrap
ped up in your pockets all the 
t ime . Awful lucky in gamb l ing . 
Yes s i r .  [New Orleans , La . , 
( 7 96) , 110 9 : 7 . ] 
1106 2 .  Cinnamon , sugar and dice 
in bag for gamb l ing luck . Let 
no one touch i t . [ New Orleans , 
La . , (9 94) , 145 7 : ? ]  
1106 3 .  Cinnamon , fas t  Zuak, 

Zuaky oi l ,  sugar and van-van in bottle [ five ingredients ] rub this mixture on 
hands for luck in gambling . [ New Orleans , La . , ( 830) , 1 2 3 3 : 5 . ] 

11064 . Dey tell me yo ' gits a p iece o f  newspapah , an ' j es '  lak dis yo ' makes 
a " V" lak dis . Keep a-makin ' it lak dis , keep a-makin ' it lak dis . Keep a-makin' 

it lak dis . Yo ' make dat 
CIRCLE - HALVES OF A - DRAW 9 OF THEM ON P IE CE  OF 
NEWSPAPER - HORIZONTALLY LIKE THIS : CCCCCCCCC 
OR THEY COULD BE DRAWN IN A COLUMN ONE ABOVE THE 
OTHER - BURY THIS PIE CE OF PAPER UNDER DOORSTEP 
COVER PAPER WITH SALT - RIMS OF HALF CIRCLE S OUT 
YOU STAY OUT - RIMS OF HALF CIRCLE S IN - COME IN 

nine times dis way . Yo ' take 
dat papah an ' yo ' s tick it in 
front o f  yo re s teps an ' put 
salt - covah i t  wit s a l t  an ' 
j es '  pull i t . Jes ' pull it 
dis part heah yo ' turn it  
back dis way . Dat ' s fa ' ' em 

no t tuh come in , an ' pull it dis way an ' yo ' turn dat back dis way . Bury dat 
undah yore step in front of yore do ' way an ' den come cross  an ' covah dat wit salt 
an ' dat will make ' em s t ay out , dey say .  

( I  want you to draw that for me t o  show me j us t  how i t  is done . You make your 
mark right on that piece of paper - this is a newspaper now [ let this be the 
pieae of newspaper you mention ; p robab ly handed informant a sheet from my no te-
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b o ok] . What kind o f  mark do you make? [ Info rmant makes a mark . ] You make a 
mark sort o f  like a crescent , it  goes to the right and comes back like that . )  

Now , dis means "stay out , don ' come in . "  Now , i f  yo ' want a person tub come 
in dere . I f  a person out an ' yo ' want ' em tub come in dere , yo ' j es '  turn it 
dis way [ demonst rates ] .  Dat means " come in . "  Dis means [ demonstrates ] "stay 
out . "  

(Well , those half circles , cres cents ,  when the arc o f  the half circle is out 
from the door , that means " come in . " ) 

Yo ' understand dat . [ I  certainly did ! ] [ Fayetteville , N .  Car . , ( 1396) . 
2510 : 4 . ] 

11065 . Yo ' livin ' in de house an ' yo ' an ' 
fool roun ' in he r room till yo ' git hold o f  a 

her can ' t  git ' long , well , yo '  
piece o f  he r linen - j es '  any 
piece of  her linen . Well , yo ' 
take dat p iece o f  her linen an' 
yo ' take it an ' tack it undah yore 

CLOTHES - HE WEARS A P IECE OF HIS OVER HERS 

linen - a p iece o f  her linen undah yore linen - an ' wear it right between where 
yo ' [ tool]  will rub into her linen . An '  ' s tead o f  she be hatin ' yo ' , she ' ll 
come tub like yo ' . [ Sumter , S .  Car . , ( 1364) , 2407 : 5 . ] 

1106 6 . But dere ' s  somepin dat ah have tried fo ' mahself dat ' s  very true . 
Once ah wus in love with a girl an ' ah wus j est crazy about her an ' she didn ' t 

HE SEWS P IECE OF HER UNDERSKIRT 
INTO SEAT OF HIS UNDERCLOTHES 

ah took a piece of  her underskirt 
underclothes , an ' ah wore it fo ' , 
she le ft an ' she came b ack .  

like me - didn ' t seem to . So at night when 
ah would go in - she wus staying in one room 
an ' ah wus in de o ther . One mornin ' she went 
out an ' left some o f  her things in dere , an ' 
an ' sew it  right in de seat o f  mah clo ths , mah 
ah wore dat sui t fo ' a year . An '  [meanwhile ] 

She tole me , says , "Yo ' done somp in tub me ? "  
Ah says , "No , ah haven ' t  did anything tuh yo ' . " 
She says , "Yo ' have so . "  She says , "Some way ah ' m  j es t  gittin ' so crazy about 

chew ah don ' t know whut in de world tub do . "  Say , "Ah can ' t stay o f f , ah can ' t 
stay heah , "  say ,  "but whatevah yo ' did • • •  " 

Ah tole her , "Not anything . "  
So , fo ' several days later ah tried it , an ' ah take de thing out . See dat ' s  

vbut mah mo ther told me dis , i f  ah ever wanted tub do a thing like dat . An '  ah ' d  
taken i t  out an ' burned i t  up , an ' right now she ' s j es t  as crazy about me . Dat ' s  
been seven years ago . [Waycross , Ga . ,  ( 11 6 3) , 19 40 : 2 . ] 

1106 7 .  Or ei thah his pants , yo ' know , j is '  take - yo ' know where that seat 
is in there in de pants , in de seat of it - an ' yo ' take that an ' wear it aroun' 
yore waist , o r  either place i t  in yore purse , an ' that keeps him an ' makes hia 

SEAT OF HIS PANTS - SHE WEARS ABOUT WAIST OR IN PURSE 

PIECES OF HIS AND HER UNDERWEAR SHE WEARS AT WAI ST 

give you all his money. 
(You can do it with 
ei ther the seat of his 
pants o r  his underclo� 
ing? ) 
Yes . (Little Rock. AEk • •  

(896) , 1466 : 16 . ) 
11068 . Git a piece of 
his underclo£bes -· 
yours and wear it annmd 

yore waist an ' dat ' 11 keep him.  [Waycross , Ga . , ( 1122) , 1804 : 2 . ] 
11069 . [ I f  she ] wants to get him back ,  i f  she go t any o f  his �£s 

or anything , she kin take them an ' wear ' em  around her waist .  ADd Sbe kiD take 
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SHE WEARS UNDERGARMENT OF HIS ROUND HER WAI ST 
WEARS SUGAR UNDER HER ARM - COOKS CAKE WITH IT 
HAS FRIEND SEE THAT HE EATS IT - HE WILL RETURN 

sugar and wear it under her 
arms , [ then ] cook a cake with 
it and get some of her friends 
to send it to him. And he get s 
that , he ' l l come back . [Vicks
bur g ,  Mis s . ,  ( 743) , 1013 : 5 . ] 
1107 0 .  I f  a woman is got a man 

an ' she don ' want him tuh leave her , she takes one o f  his dirty socks - de same 
as ah said about her stockin ' . Wel l , ah take one of  his dirty socks - she takes 

WOMAN TIES MAN ' S  DI RTY SOCK IN A KNOT FOR 15 DAYS 
WHEREVER HE IS HE CANNOT LEAVE HER - TIE IT ABOUT 
HER WAI ST WITH 9 KNOTS IN STRING - NO OTHER WOMAN 

it , an ' she ties it up in a 
knot an ' she keep s dat sock 
tied dere fo ' fift een days . 
An ' wherevah he be ' s  he gotta 
come back tuh her . He cain ' t 

leave her , an ' i f  he done left her he ' s  comin ' back aftah she have dat sock .  
He ' s  comin ' back tuh her . She could take a s t ring an ' she wear dat [ sock ] round 
her waist  fo ' nine days , an ' nine kno t s  in it . He cain ' t have nob ody .  

See , a l l  o f  dat i s  i n  d e  way o f  hoodooin ' somebody tuh keep ' em from doin ' 
right . [New Orleans , La . , ( 15 74) , 2 897 : 6 . ] 

110 7 1 .  Dey say i f  a man ' s runnin ' round - j est  lak ah ' m  got a husband an ' 
mah husband would be runnin ' wi th a other lady , an ' ah want ' im to  b reak o f f . 

TO KEEP HOME - SHE SLEEP S ON PIECE OF HI S CLOTHES 
Ah could take a garment dat 
he wear next to him. Let i t  
be dirty , have his scent in 

i t , an ' sleep on it every night . P ut i t  between mah sheet an ' de mattress an ' 
sleep on it every ni ght , an ' dat ' ll make him stay home . Ah have tried dat an ' 
dat worked . [Waycross , Ga . , ( 1133) , 1840 : 1 . ] 

110 7 2 . B ut she says if he leaves , she says don ' t worry about him going . I f  
you wanta b ring him back , i f  you got anything in the world that belong to him , 

IF DEPARTED MAN LEFT ANYTHING BEHIND - TAKE IT 
TO RUNNING WATER AND THROW IT IN WITH A WISH 

[ she ]  say you j ust  make your 
wish . And i f  your wish is for 
him to  come back , take it to 
any s t ream that is cont in ' ly 

running and put it in there . Then you turn around and come back , and at chly 
[ actually ] ,  in a short while he ' ll return . He ' l l never be satis fied nowhere 

he goes , he ' s  bound to  come back wherever he left f rom . [Norfolk , Va . , (470) , 
478 : 2 . ] 

110 7 3 . Well , if you want s to s top ' em ,  i f  yo ' goes out , from the law gett ing 
in connect ion with you . That ' s  very easy to do that , too . Here ' s  whut chew do . 

CARMKRT YOU HAD ON THAT DAY - PIECE FROM ENEMY 
TIE TOGETHER WITH AN OLD PIECE YOU DO NOT WANT 
1HROW INTO RUNNING WATER - OTHER PERSON POWERLESS 
HIS EVIL THOUGHT OR SP IRIT CANNOT HARM YOU AT ALL 

Yo ' [ go ]  an ' gi t chure own 
garment , git a piece of  your 
clothes that you had on thi s 
day , that has perspirat ion 
on i t , an ' git a piece of 
thei rs . Take those two 

pieces together an ' tie ' em with a piece that you don ' t want . Tie ' em together 
and put ' em in a running s t ream of water . And they never wi ll do nuthin to yo ' .  
That running stream takes away the evil thought between you an ' him. Run that 
away . Jlun that spirit away . 

[I had asked about keep ing the law away f rom the house , but informant turns 
� ques tion into anyone seeking to harm you . You b egin your protect ion with a 
piece of clothing you wore that day , b ecause the perspiration in it is a part 
of your spirit . hence the whole of your spirit ( see PART OF SP IRIT EQUALS WHOLE 
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OF SPIRIT , p . 21-23 , v . l) . Next , you ob tain something recently worn or handled 
by the enemy . Then , using a spiritless p iece of cl othing you have discarded , 
you tie your spirit and enemy spirit together , making a t ight knot . And immed
iately and finally you rush o f f  and throw this package int o running water . Run
ning water kill s  or pur i fies evil work . You understand , of course , that the 
evil spirit permi t ted it sel f to be tied only because it was b eing t ied to you , 
now even an easier prey . Thi s  r i te is  called a triak .  I d i d  n o t  understand 
this rite when I heard it  back in 1 9 3 9 ; the reason why my note about informant 
on the original trans cription reads , use with aare ! This rite is logically 
illogical ! ]  [ S t . Petersb urg , Fla . , (1025) , 166 2 : 7 . ] 

110 7 4 . They ' d  [ they had ] arossed her . 
(How did they aross her ? )  
Well , they get s  hold of her dirty 

dirty linens and bury that . Bury it 
linen . You understand ? One of her old 
in a p lace where they don ' t  walk at , nobody 

WOMAN ' S DIRTY LINEN BURIED NEAR WHERE PEOPLE WALK 
AGAINST WALL OR NEAR CORNER - WHERE THEY DI STURB 
BUT CANNOT KILL HER QUI CKLY BY WALKING OVER LINEN 

walks ; up close to a corner , 
up close to the wall where 
people don ' t walk over it . 
That ' s  dirty . [ I f  her linen 
had been buried where people 

could walk over it , victim would have died quickly , called a fas t  death. Here 
we have a s low death rite , the reas on informant calls  it dirty . The se terms 
s low death and fas t  death are ment ioned early in HOODOO . ]  [New Orleans , La . , 
(824) ' 1193 : 7 . ] 

110 75 . See now , he don ' t  wanna , a 
chew to run around an ' leave home , or 

per son don ' t  wanna kill you , or they wan ' 
you won ' t  have no friend o f  nob ody so no

IN CENTER OF CROSSROAD AT 2 A . M. - BURY SOCK OR ANY 
CLOTHES - BY NAILING IT TO A ROOT GROWING THERE 
FINDING THI S ROOT IN CENTER I S  A PROBLEM TO SOLVE 
ROOT FOUND - CLOTHES NAILED - THROW ON RED PEPPER 
COVER WITH DIRT - TURN BACK TO HOLE - OVER SHOULDER 
THROW SALT ON COVERED HOLE - WALK AWAY - NEVER LOOK 
BACK - THI S DRIVES OWNER OF CLOTHES CRAZY - QUINCUNX 

body can like you . Why 
you kin git s  some - you 
kin gi t a piece of your • • •  

Git your sock or any p iece 
of your clothes an ' he ' ll 
go to de forks of de road . 
And take that same pepper 
[red] , pepper is a good 
thing , and take that [ sock 

and pepper ] and carry it to the forks o f  the road ab out 2 o ' clock in the night , 
and dig a lit tle hole right in the fork o f  that road . You got to f ind a root 
dere . S omet ime s they find hard dirt you know . And drive that nail right down 
[ through the clothes with red p epper ] into the root . And you turn right o f f  
from there - he ' l l turn right around and take you [him] some salt and thr ow i t  
right there l ike that [ demons trate b ack over h i s  shoulder ] and don ' t look back. 
Dat person [ owner of clothes ] you ' ll see him run aroun ' crazy . [ I f  the presen� 
forks of the road is a typical one , two roads crossing more or less  at right 
angles + , the clothes b uried in the center of the cross ing would create a quiD
cunx rite . ] [Wilmington ,  N .  Car . , ( 2 2 8 ) , 2 23 : 6 . ]  

110 7 6 .  A woman ' s  stockin ' , you kin take i t  an ' git  chew some de cinna.on , de 
b i g  cinnamon . Dey go t de two kin ' , dey got de groun ' c innamon an ' dey go� de big 

WOMAN ' S  STOCKING - BARK CINNAMON - GRAVEYARD DIRT 
INS IDE - TACK UP FOOT PART WITH 2 TACKS - BOTH 
STOCKINGS MAY BE USED BUT YOU MUST USE LEFT ONE 
THI S  CAUSED DEATH OF OWNER WITHIN 9 OR 10 HOURS 

cinnamon . Dey take de bia 
cinnamon . 
(You mean the bark! )  
Yes . Take dat an '  yo '  gi� 
chew some graveyard clus� , an '  
yo ' gi t chew two tacks an '  

yo ' nail that . Yo '  nail de heel part o f  de stockin ' . Yo ' nail de foo�-part any-
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where yo ' wanta nail i t  an ' dey j is '  b e  gone . Dey ' ll l ive about n ine or ten days 
but dey cain ' t  live no longer , yo ' see . I f  it ' s  both of them it ' s  all r ight but 
de left-foo t  shoe [ stocking ] yo ' must have . [Algier s , L a . , ( 1 5 9 7 ) , 300 2 : 5 . ] 

110 7 7 .  Now if there is s omebody that you want tuh be , wan t hard luck to hap
pen t o  them , you kin take anything of the ir s . Well , say for instance , yo ' take 

FOLD HI S NECKTIE FROM YOU - TAKE 9 S TEPS WE S T  
THEN 9 S TEPS EAST - THE DIRECTION IN WH I CH HE LIVE S  
TURN YOUR BACK T O  - THROW T I E  OVER SHOULDER 
WALK AWAY - NEVER LOOK BACK - MAKES HIM UNLUCKY 

a tie . Well , say ah ' ll -use 
a tie , if it ' s  a man . Ah ' ll 
take a man ' s t ie . You fold 
that tie from you and you 
make nine s t eps that way , 
wes t ; then you make nine 

east . An ' if they livin ' this way [ informant p o ints ] , you turn your back t o  them 
[ demons trates ] an ' throw that tie l ike that [ demons trates ] .  

(Back over your shoulder ? )  
Back over your head . An ' never look back an '  walk on off . 
(What will that do ? )  

That will take their good luck o f f  them. They wil l have hard luck all the 
t ime . [ S t . P etersburg , Fla . , (near 1 0 2 4 ) , 1 6 60 : 5 . ]  

110 7 8 . Mah brothah had a wife - r ight chere in de c ity s ince ah come down 
heah - an '  a fellah he wanted tuh be in company wid ' em all de time an ' all . 

INFORMANT ' S  BROTHER HAD A MALE FRIEND WHO WANTED 
ALWAYS TO BE NEAR THI S BROTHER AND HI S WI FE 
ONE DAY THI S FRIEND SMOKED BROTHE R ' S P IPE - THAT 
EVENING BROTHER ' S  GUMS TURNED RED - TEETH BECAME 
SHAKY - WHITE-HEADED BUMPS APPEARING IN MOUTH 
HERE INFORMANT SAY S  - AH PUT DE PIPE IN CLEAR WATER 
IN DE SHADE ONE DAY AN ' DAT PIPE STARTED TUB BILE 
INFORMANT SAY S  TO BROTHER - SAM • • •  DAT PIPE IS "FIXED" 
• • •  SO ALL YO ' TEET ' LL DROP OUT - SAM SAY S  AH SMOKED 
DE PIPE AND MAH TEET ' GETTED NUMB ALL TUB ONCE 
INFORMANT HAD BROTHER BRING HIM P IECE O F  WI FE ' S  
CLOTHES - HE CUT OUT 6 PIECES - ROLLED THEM TIGHT 
BOILED THEM IN OAK-BARK TEA WI TH WHICH BROTHER 
GARGLED TO KILL GERMS IN HI S TEETH - INFORMANT 
THREW THIS USED WATER INTO GRAVEYARD SEVERAL 
TIMES - DEM TEET ' GOIN ' BACK J IS ' LAK IT AIN ' T  
HAPP8N!D - P IPE HE ALSO BOILED IN OAK-BARK TEA 
THIS WATER WAS THROWN TO THE WE S T  - DAT 'S CARRY IN ' DE 
DISEASE DOWN [WHEN THE SUN SETS ] - BROKE UP P IPE 
DEll TKifT 1  GOIN ' BACK JIB ' LAK IT AIN 'T HAPPENED 

An ' mah bro thah all de 
t ime would ketch aftah 
' im an ' he nevah know 
whut dat wuz . He ' d  come 
in dere an ' , see a pipe 
an ' say , "Well , l emme 
smoke yo ' p ipe , "  take de 
p ipe an ' l ight up . He 
so glad he kin speak tuh 
' is wife , j is '  take de 
pipe , yo ' kn ow ,  an ' l ight 
up an ' smoke see , Zak yo ' 
smokin ' now. An ' dat 
evenin ' all aroun ' ' is 
gum turned red . All de 
teet ' s t ar ted tuh g i t  
shaky , numb , j i s '  [ s tart
ed to ] comin ' out . He 
come home . An ' so we 
had s ome-a dis witch
hazel , an ' arnica , an ' 
ah said , "Why doncha 

[don' t you] tech [ touch] s ome [ o f  this medicine ] all roun ' dat gum? " An ' den 
dere come vhitehaid bumps al l roun ' dere . Ah said , " B oy , ah see s ompin roun ' 
dere . "  Ah said , "Wha ' da [what did ] yo ' do tuh g i t  yo ' teet ' lak dat ? "  He said , 
"Ah out chere tuh mah wife tuh find out , an '  ah smoked de p ipe an ' mah tee t ' 
getted [ got ] numb all tuh once . "  Ah s aid , "Oh yeah? Ah getcha . " S o  ah go on 
dere an ' ah git de pipe , see . An ' ah put de p ipe in cleah watah in de shade 
one day an ' dat pipe s tarted tuh bile . When it start tuh bile lak dat , chew 
know , ah dropped a grain o f cookin ' salt in it , see , an ' den dropped a l i ' le 
ammonia in it . See , dat kill in ' [ to kill ]  dis in ' is mouf [mouth ] dere . Ah 
says tuh mah b rothah , name S am ,  says , "Now , S am ,  ah tell yo ' whatcha do . Dat 
p ipe is fi:red so it hurtcha , so all yo ' teth ' ll drop out chure haid . "  An ' ah 
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say , '�ow ,  ah tell yo ' whatcha do . An' now , dontcha think dat ah wan ' cha tuh 
pull dem teet ' out . "  Said , "Ah ' m  goin ' take a [ s omething = method ] tuh put ' em 
[ teeth ] back in after yo ' goes back tuh yo ' wife ' s  house , now. An '  yo ' git -
t ry tuh git now - try tuh kid ' er roun ' an ' git hole of  it , "  ah said , "den 
you ' ll .  • •  

( Get hold o f  what ? )  
Git - wanna git a p iece o f  ' is clothes . 
(Whose clothes ? )  
His wife ' s  clo thes . Now he wanted tuh turn sompin [back ]  an ' [ on ]  ' im  [ the 

man who smoked b rother ' s  pipe ] . Ah said , yo ' git a p iece , apron or enythin' -
sompin whut he [ she ] weahs cross ' is [ her ] body part . S o  he went on dere an '  
he gits a • • •  one dem close [ clothes ] p ieces . Ah t ell ' im take out s ix pieces : 
take out one p iece in de back , one p iece out dis s ide [ demons trates ] ,  one piece 
out dat s ide [ demons t rates ] an ' roll ' em up tuhgethah tight . Dat goin ' kill iDr 
fection he take out . An '  he [brother ] put dat an ' bile it tuhgethah in oak bark 
[ commonly used as hoodoo disinfectant ] .  An '  dis oak bark , bile it good enough 
so it git strong while dem p ieces wuz in dere . Dat would kill dis thing , dese 
germs whut he had in ' is teeth . An '  he biled dat tuhgethah an ' carry it tuh a 
cemetery . An '  carried ' em out about three or fo ' t imes . An ' dem teet ' goin ' 
back j is '  lak it ain ' t happened . Ah didn ' t realize dat would help , wit dat 
watah - dat cleah watah . An '  [ he ]  trow [ threw]  up all dem [ germs ] unt il ah put 
dem [ pieces ] tuh b ile . 

(He took this oak-bark water and rubbed it over his teeth ? )  
No , gargled ' em all wit it , j is '  wash ' em out wit it . But aftah git tin ' dese 

pieces out , put de clothes - see , bile dat right tuhgethah ; see , j is '  lak yo ' 
bilin '  rags or sompin . An ' he gargle wit dat . 

(But this pipe - this water you boiled the p ipe in , what did you do with that! )  
Ah buried dat , buried ' em i n  d e  - d i s  way of d e  world , d e  west . Down all de 

time . Dat ' s  carryin ' de disease down [with the sunset ] .  Ah buried dat an ' ah 
nevah did - ah broke de pipe up . S omebody apt tuh git holt de p ipe an ' might 
have de same thing . See , lak dat , soon as ah trow [ throw] dat salt down , dat 
same cookin ' salt , dat p ipe - dat watah , start boilin ' . No fiah wuz dere atall. 
Dat pipe wuz packed wit d e  germs whut he had dere - my brothah - an ' dat thing 
boilin ' j is '  as natural as yo ' put a pot ovah de fiah .  An '  ah realized dat when 
.ah gran ' mothah t ell me how tuh fix dat thin ' an ' ah fixed it . Dem thin ' s 
[germs ] come right out . Now he ' s  bet tah off den ah is . He verks evah day an ' 
j is '  as lively . [ Charleston , S .  Car . , (near 529) , 635 : 1 . ] 

11079 .  [ The preceding margin titles about clothes I will now end with a col
lection of condensed rites - shortened years ago for one reason or another - just 
as I did previously with that section of condensed rites on pages 3989- 3994 . As 
in this preceding sect ion , once again to save space , I omit informant numbers 
and names of states . ]  

11080 . Woman cuts seat [ crotch? ] out of his dir ty underwear , wears in � 
left shoe ; wherever he goes he ' s  coming t o  her . [Mobile 95 3 : 1 . ] 

11081 . Woman cuts forked p iece from his underwear , wears in right shoe; � 
can ' t  rest until he comes to her . [Mob ile 908 : 1 . ] 

1108 2 .  Wear piece of man ' s shirt tail over [ her ] privates . [W� 105 :  
10 . ] 

11083 . Cut front piece from man ' s shir t tail and wear on b loo.era. (&Mlwdng
ton 261 : 7 . ] 

11084 . Cut o f f  end of  shirt tail , tie gunpowder in it , wear clo8e � ber 9 
.ornings . [Wilmington 2 71 : 8 . ] 

1108 5 .  S t op up man ' s shirt tail in bottle , put over door , keBpa �. 
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[Wilming ton 135 : 2 . ] 
11086 . Cut o f f  man ' s shirt tail , bury under s tep .  [Wilmington 195 : 3 . ] 
1 108 7 .  Put man ' s shirt tail with Heapts Co togne in bot tle in mat tress . [Wil

ming ton 163 : 5 . ] 
11088 . "She ' ll git his shirt tail and [ to make man s t ay home ] cut it and ill 

it in j es '  about 3 knot s ,  tight as she could git i t ; take it and b� i t under 
de steps . "  [Charleston 606 : 5 . ] 

11089 . " Clip out a piece of end of his shirt , a piece in the shape o f  a head 
and place it on the front of her , on her petticoat you might say ,  or underskirt , 
and wear that . That will pr event him from going to and fro or coming in contact 
or having connect ion with other women in a sexual way . " [ Vicksburg 1018 : 2 . ] 

1109 0 . Tie 9 knot s  in man ' s shirt tail , bury , to bring back .  [Charleston 
602 : 6 . ] 

1109 1 .  To control person , take his garment , � it in the middle of a three
p ronged road . [Washing ton , no reference . ]  [The center of a three-p ronged road 
is rarer than the center of a four-pronged cros s road , this latter with obj ect in 
center creating a quincunx . I have sometimes called this three-pronged road a 
"Y" crossroad . ] 

110 9 2 . Woman takes any soiled clo thes o f  man , such as sweaty underclothes , 
takes some o f  hers , wraps together and wears .---rwashington 8 36 : 2 . ] 

11093 . Was�n ' s clothes , throw this water under door he uses mos t , he 
will s tay home . [Wilming ton 1 1 9 : 2 . ] 

11094 . Wash man ' s clothes , throw this water under back door ; keeps home . 
[Wilming ton 1 18 : 6 . ] 

11095 . � person ' s clothes , bot tle this water , put overhead - over picture 
or door - keeps person home . [Norfolk 53 0 : 3 . ] 

1109 6 .  To hold man , wash sweat from his suspenders [ ! ] .  Bottle this water and 
conceal at foo t o f  her bed . [Petersburg 41 7 : 6 . ] 

11097 . Man buries in back yard garment woman wears close to skin , she ' ll 
never leave . [Baltimore , no reference . ]  

11098 . Wash man ' s right sock and sweaty places under arms of his clothes , 
bottle ; keep , keeps him home . [ Baltimore 47 : 3 . ] 

11099 . Wear man ' s hat b ow around your neck in a bag , or hang any o f  his 'arments on the front of the bed or make a pillow of  it , and he ' ll come back . 
Wilmington 12 3 : 4 . ] 

11100 . Put man ' s o ld dirty underwear or old sho e s  under bed t o  b ring b ack . 
[Wilmington 1 15 : 3 . ] 

11101 . Woman can wear any clothes man le ft , or put it some place in house , 
� wishes ,  he ' ll coiie"'back . [Norfolk 4 7 5 : 3 . ]

-

11102 . " She kin take some of  his clothes an ' bury ' em • • •  he ' ll either come to 
' er or be won ' t  be l iving" [ this may be my only examp le of this rit e ] . [ Jack
sonville 690 : 3 . 1 

ll103 . � piece cut from seat of man ' s  drawers brings him back .  [Charles-
ton 602 : 6 . 1 

ll104. "She kin take his underclothes an ' wash ' em with hers an ' he ' l l come 
back to her an '  never leave her . "  [ Vicksburg 1 05 9 : 1 . ] 

lllOS . Git piece she wore next to her skin , dress it , bury by  her gate , 
she ooulda ' t  stay home . [Wilmington 83 : 3 . ] 

CLOVER - 4 LEAVED - CHEW - SPIT NEAR BOS S 
LOOK HIM STRAIGHT IN DE EYE - ASK FOR JOB 

and look him straight in de eye , you would 

11106 . Says if yo ' go and git a 
piece of  fo ' -leaf clover and chew it 
and spit right down near de boss and 
talk to him and ask him fer a j ob 

be successful in getting a j ob .  [ To 
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look the boss straight in de eye is frequently a part o f  seeking-j ob s  rites . ] 
[Jacksonville , Fla . , ( 5 63) 1 7 01 : 1 . ] 

11107 . Yo ' git whut de ' call three clover leaf . 
(One three-c lover leaf or three d i fferent leaves? ) 
One leaf but three different leaves on it . It ' s  all in one - three clover 

leaves . 
All right , chew name dose leaves de days yo ' go in ' tuh see yore boss  an '  use 

de s ame perfume on it - Hearts Perfume - use dat on it , an ' t ie that up in a red 
flannel with a needle , and put a lit t le ashes an ' salt , an ' dat ' ll give yo ' - use 

CLOVER - A 3 LEAVED - TIE INTO RED FLANNEL WITH 
dat fo ' luck . Ah have 
done it . 

3 INGREDIENTS : NEEDLE [SHARP LUCK ] - SALT [ PROTECTION ] 
ASHES [HUMILITY OR THANKFULNES S ] - �EV!THIS HAND 
WITH HEARTS PERFUME - NAME I T  THE DAYS YOU GO 

(When you go before the 
boss  to give you a j ob ? )  
Yes sir , ah wus three 

yo ' s ee . Yo ' see yo ' name i t  de days yo ' go . 
name the hand Monday . "Monday , I want you t o  
[ Brunswi ck , Ga . , (11 9 8) 1 2015 : 6 . ] 

days in gittin '  a j ob ,  
[ I f  you go for a j ob on Monday , 

get this j ob for me today , etc . " ]  

11108 . Now , i f  a man likes a woman and she don ' t like him.  All he have to 
do  i s  go down to the drug s tore and get  him some Oi l of Clover. They go t a per

OIL OF CLOVER - LOVE POWDER - MIX - PUT ON HIM - GO 
TO WOODS GET 4 PIECES OF BLOODWEED - TOUCH HER 
WITH THIS MIXTURE - TAME HER RIGHT DOWN TO HIM 

fume they call Oi l of Clo
ver. And get some powder 
they call Love Powder , and 
mix that together , you un-
derstand . And put i t  on 

him,  and go out in the woods and get him - pass anywheres they grows up on the 
[ something? b ayous ? ]  some weeds they call b loodWeeds . [ Bloodweed can be a number 
of plant s . ]  You understand? Take these bloodweeds and cut him four p ieces o f f  
o f  it . S ee? An d  put ' em i n  h i s  pocket , and pour all this s t u f f  o n  there . You 
unders t and ? This powder ,  put it  on there . And every t ime he pass her , he have 
some on his hands . You understand? And he ' d  hit - you know , j us t  touch her and 
put it [ on her ] . We l l ,  she go anywhere he want her to go . Tame her r i ght down 

CLOVES - POWDER - TIE IN NEW CLOTH - WEAR FOR JOB 

to him .  [ New Or leans , La . , 
( 8 5 8) , 1316 : 5 . ] 
11109 . De cloves , take i t  
an ' b eat i t  up f ine , an ' t ie 

D£V clo th an ' wear i t  in yore pocket . 
[Waycross , Ga . , (1102) 1 177 6 : 1 . ] 

it  up in a little p iece o f  
Dey say dat will make ' em give yo ' a j ob .  

11110 .  They couldn ' t  harm you with your handwriting . I f  you left  finger
prints upon the table on whi ch you had been writing , they could not harm you with 

mcoNUT IN NEW ORLEANS AND UPRIVER TO MEMPHIS 
A HANDY CONTAINER BY WHICH YOU ARE SET ADRIFT 
A5YTHING HAVING TOUCHED YOU IS FLOATED DOWNRIVER 

the wri t ing , but they could 
with the f ingerprints . Well , 
like i f  you had a lit tle bit 
of dirt or dust or something 
on your f inger , well that is 

.ore harm than the wri t ing . They will take that dus t  o f f  there and put that in 
a [ a.all ] b o t t le ,  and they put that in a coconut and throw that in the river 
�re it floats . And i t  won ' t be long b efore you b e  r ight in that river with 
tba� co conut . [New Orleans , La. , (809) , 1136 : 3 . ] 

11111 . But they ' s got to  have more t o  go with that skin to do you harm , 
'-sides j us t  the skin off you feet . They can take the skin o f f  the bottom o f  
,aar feet an d  i f  they can get some o f  your hair , take that skin an d  some of  your 
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hair , and take a coconut , or either a bo ttle , and f ill i t  up with vinegar , and 
throw it in the wa ter where 

BOTTOM OF FOOT SKIN - HAIR - IN COCONUT OR BOTTLE 
WITH VINEGAR - INTO RIVER - YOU GO - NEVER RETURN 

it will run and you s tart 
go ing and you ' ll never go 
back home again . In a bo t

tle or coconut , but you go tta s top it 
La . ,  ( 855) , 134 1 : 4 . ]  

up so  it don ' t  come out . [New Orleans , 

11112 . They take a bath and leave 
tha t water and get war water from the 

the bath wa ter . They [ an enemy ] kin take 
pharmacy and mix it into that wa ter . Take 

PERSON ' S  BATH WATER WITH WAR WATER IN COCONUT OR 
BOTTLE - AIRT IGHT - THROW INTO RIVER - VICTIM DRIFTS 

it and s top it up in a 
bo ttle or a coconut -
anything that is air-

the Mis s is s ippi River , in a 
you ' ll drif t away from town 

( I  s ee . )  

tight - throwing it in 
f lowing s tream , and j us t  as it f low away , j us t  as 
to town . 

With that dirty [ bath]  water . [New Orleans , La . ,  ( 8 7 9 ) , 1445 : 10 . ] 
11113 . A coconut , j ug [ punch ] one of  them eyes out and pour tha t j uice out 

the coconut and let the coconut dry . Then you go behind him in s o f t  dirt and 

PUNCH EYE FROM COCONUT - DRAIN - DRY - PUT IN 
VICTIM ' S  LEFT TRACK - CORK UP - THROW INTO RIVER 

get his track and put it in 
tha t coconut , mix it , get 
cork s topper and put in 

[ rive r ]  and j ust  as long 
see No . llll4 ] . 

s topper and throw it in 
as that coconut f loat , he ' ll walk [ for  wa lking also 

(Jus t one of them ? )  
Jus t  one o f  them - lef t track . [Memphis , Tenn . , ( 9 7 2 ) , 15 7 3 : 4 . ] 
11114 . [Woman ' s ]  s tocking , or the man ' s  sock , you kin put ' em on a drift 

[ no t  adrift ] whereby taking the s tocking and rins ing it , and getting the wa ter 

WATER FROM RINSED STOCKING - IN COCONUT - INTO RIVER 
from the s tocking , and 
put it in a coconut with 
some turpentine , s topping 

the coconut tight and throwing it in the Mis s is s ippi River or any flowing 
s tream - that ' ll give her a wa lking ambition . [ For  walking in connec tion with 
flowing river see No . llll3 . ] 

(What ' s  a cuckiner ? )  
Oh , one o f  tho s e  coconut wha t grows in Africa . 
( Oh ,  a coconut ! Oh ! I s ee . )  
Yeah . [New Orleans , La . ,  ( 8 7 9 ) , 1446 : 4 . ] 
11115 . Yo ' fix a coconut j is '  lak yo ' would a s  ah wuz tellin ' yo ' ' bout tuh 

make ' em come home , but chew put - dat depend on how yo ' want it fixed ; if it ' s  

TO FIX COCONUT FOR BAD WORK USE HOT INGREDIENTS 
fo ' good or fo ' bad . If  yo ' 
want it fo ' bad , well yo ' use 
dem hot ingredients [ red pepper , 

� �ter , etc . ] an ' yo ' put ' em in dat coconut an ' s top it up , an ' throw it in 
de rivah . Well , dat coconut keep a-rollin ' an ' make yo ' keep a-rollin ' .  See , 
de vatah goes down [ de  river ] .  [Algiers ,  La . ,  ( 1584) , 295 5 : 5 . ] 

WHIP COCONUT - PRETEND OR NAME IT PERSON - HE ' LL 
BE WHIPPED BY SOMEONE - GIVE COCONUT TO SOMEONE 

IXJN 'T CHEW BUST IT! DON ' T  CHEW EAT IT! 

11116 . Take dat coconut if 
it ' s  a bad person aroun ' yo ' 
somewhere an ' yo ' j es '  don ' t  
wan ta run him away or yo ' j es ' 
don ' t  wanta hurt  him , but chew 

j es '  take dat coconut yo ' know an ' j es ' whip it , j es ' keep awhippin ' it , an ' he ' ll 
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git a whippin ' from someone but  it won ' t  be from yo ' . An' den af tah yo ' whip it 
good , den yo ' git it tub somebody . Don ' t chew bust i t ;  don ' t chew eat it . Give 
it tub someone els e .  

(Do you d o  anything with that coconut before you whip it ? )  
Yo ' don ' t d o  anything but j es '  git it out d e  sto ' an ' start tub wbippin '  on 

it , yo ' know , in a private place . [ Memphis , Tenn . , ( 155 6 ) , 2831 : 3 . ] 
11117 . Some people dat suppo se tub be  poisoned , yo ' know , dey ' d drink dat 

coconut watah - no t de coconut itself but de watah [ o r  liquid in unopened coco

COCONUT WATER OR COCONUT MILK KILLS HOODOO POISON 
nut ] ; an ' dey suppose tub 
drink it fo ' a certain � 
her of  day s  an ' nuthin else ,  

no food o r  anything else , an ' dat j es '  kills d e  poison . [Poison here i s  hoodoo , 
no t chemical poison . ] [ New Orleans , La . , ( 15 6 3 ) , 285 9 : 8 . ] 

11118 . Yo ' take de o il o f  a coconut an ' put dat up intuh a little j ar an '  
bury dat  at de  no ' th s ide o f  de  house . Dat ' s  supposed tub keep yore  husband at 

COCONUT OIL BURIED IN JAR ON NORTH S IDE OF HOUSE 
KEEPS HUSBAND OR WIFE HOME 

home or yore wife at home . 
[ Originally I considered this 
oi l of a coconut as the usual 
pharmaceut ical coconut oil ,  

but i t  could b e  the coconut water o r  coconut milk , which conf ined in a coconut 
would have confining qualities in hoodoo . This could also be  said about coconut 
o il . ] [ Memphis ,  Tenn . , ( 15 21) , 2 7 01 : 18 . ] 

11119 . You kin take an ' draw a coffin ,  you understand , see , an ' make you a 
wish on it , an ' cro s s  it up so many t imes - put about 3 cro s s e s  on it , an ' make 

DRAW A COFFIN - 3 CROS SES  ON IT - WISH - BURY AT 
VICTIM ' S DOOR - OR FOLD DRAWING - ADD WORD DEVIL 
OR HIS PICTURE - THROW AT VICTIM ' S DOOR - HE DIES 

you a wish . An ' b are [bury ] 
it  under their doors teps or 
either you kin put it in 
front of their door . S ee , 
you kin j is ' throw i t  in 

there . Wrap it up , fold it up , write it [ name of person on ] . An ' throw it in 
the front of their door . An ' put the [word ] devil on top of i t , write the 
devi l on top o f  it , see right up on top . Either [ instead o f  wri t ing devi l ]  you 
kin draw one you know , you unders tand , s e e  l ike tha t . They ' ll die . [ Memphis , 
Tenn . , ( 9 6 0 ) , 154 6 : 2 . ] 

11120 . [ Make the cof f in ]  f irs t ,  and they they get a p iece of  wood and o f  
course they cut out what  you call a little s tatue . And that ' s  i n  imitation o f  

MINIATURE COFFIN MADE - IN I T  LAY FIGURINE TO 
REPRESENT VICTIM - ADD GRAVEYARD DIRT - BURY AT 
HIS  HOUSE - AFTER HE CRO S SE S  IT HE GOES CRAZY 

the person they made the cof
fin for . When they make this 
little coffin - of course ,  I '• 
suppo sed to be  your friend and 
you did me something [wronged 

speaker ] and I want to get even with you . I could git it in your home better 
than anybody else . [ Af ter you ] make this coffin ,  make a little s tatue . Tbat 
statue suppo sed to be you . And when I get it made I bring it  and put i t  any
where around in that hous e .  But I put some graveyard dirt in that coffin vi� 
that little statue , you understand , and I get it  - if I ever get in your boase. 
[ I ]  put in some secret place . Or if no t ,  I put it  under the s tep s and yoa walk 
on it . It ' s  j u s t  the same . It ' ll cause you to go cra zy . [ New Orleans , La • •  

( 8 5 5 ) , 1348 : 8 . ] 
11121 . Jis ' like you have a funeral for a person , take picture, gr� 

dirt and salt , saltpeter [ 3  ingredients ] ,  mash 3 eggs together , put iD£o a little 
shroud [ b lack p iece of cloth] , make a casket [ coffin ] , go to cemetery . bury. says 
Lord ' s  Prayer b ackwards . [ Memphis ,  Tenn . , ( 9 68 ) , 15 66 : 3 . ] 
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DRAW COFFIN - VICTIM IN - WRITE NAME - CALL NAME 
AS YOU BURN THIS PAPER UNDER INCENSE SMOKE 

11122 . Draw a coffin ,  draw 
the person image in the cof
fin they want to  die , then 
call [ victim] , then write 

their name , burn under incense smoke . [Memphis , Tenn . , ( 96 5 ) , 155 8 : 4 . ] 

IF SOMEONE YOU HAVE MISTREATED DIES 
PUT COIN IN COFFIN TO LAY THE GHOST 

1112 3 . If  someone dies , a person whom you 
have mis treated , put a piece of money in 
the coffin and he or she canno t come back 
to hant you . Mus t  stay and guard the money . 

[ Eli zabeth City , N .  Car . , (438) , 403 : 7 . ] 
11124 .  Dey take de rule , de pocket rule . 
(What do they do then? ) 
And say dey take dis to de crossroads and dey fix it . Dey fix it so and when 

you come along dey ' ll make you fall . Yes , sir . [ I ] hear ' em tell dat , at de 
cro s sroads where you go down , and de roads comes acros s  like dat [ demons trates ] 

COFFIN - LIVE RED-HEADED SCORP ION PUT IN - BURIED 
IN CENTER OF CROSSROADS - THIS  CENTER BEING 5TH 
POINT IN MIDDLE OF 4 INS IDE CORNERS OF CROSS ING 

THI S  MAKES THE RITE A QUINCUNX 

and dey fixes it . 
( I  see . What would they fix 
there?  I mean what would 
they put ther e ? )  

AFTER YOU CROSS SCORPION YOUR HEAD BEGINS T O  SWIM 

Dey say dey ' ll get - dey ' ll 
get a scorp ion , a red-headed 
scorpion . 

PRESUMABLY YOU SUFFER THIS AILMENT REST OF LIFE 

a coffin and dey ' ll put him down in de middle of 
in middle of de fo ' k .  

( In the middle of the fo rk? ) 

(A red-headed scorpion? ) 
Yes , sir . Fix him and dey 
put him - make sompin like 

dat fo ' k , yes , sir . Yes , sir , 

[ The center of two roads  cro s s ing is the center of  a s quare or a quincunx 
rite . ] 

Yes , s ir ,  in de middl e  o f  de fo ' k  and you git dere and you won ' t know it , but 
you commence having swimming ' bout de  head . Head commence swimming , feeling bad ; 
yes sir , and make you fall . I hear say dey tell dat . 

(They put this scorpion in sort of  a little coff in-like? ) 
I t  is a co ffin . What I mean , somp in dey makes like a coffin . Dat what dey 

tole me . And dey ' ll put him in dere alive and when dey fixes him ,  it make you 
tremble , you know . And he ' ll die . Dey ' ll fix him dataway . 

( I  see . )  [Petersburg , Va . ,  (444 ) , 417 : 4 . ]  
11125 . ( If your business  is dull ? )  
I f  bus ines s  i s  dull , yo ' see , an ' h e  wants success in bus ines s . He want s his 

business tuh imp rove yo ' see . He wants tuh make mo ' money . Yo ' take a 25 cents 
piece [a  quarter ] ,  if it ' s  a ole piece , s ee . [ You want money that has passed 
through many hands ! ]  I t  don ' have tuh be  a real United S tates real good coin , 
yo ' see . Yo ' kin take an ole piece . Yo ' kin take a 5 0  cents [ p iece ] French , 
Ger.an or Belgian [ any ] kinda money , ' long as it ' s  s ilver coin . [ Remember , we 
are iD Rev Orleans , a great s eaport . ]  Take one dos e  b ig pennies - copper , see . 
[ So.e  of these big pennies are commemoration or festival medals ; I was given 
one . ] Yo ' nail dose pieces on de counter right whar de cus tomers comin ' in at . 
Befo ' yo ' put dose pieces dere , yo ' take a piece of lodestone , a he an ' a piece 
of she . Yo ' put dose two piece tuhgether undah de first one . Yo ' put two pieces 
undah de second one , an' two pieces undah de third one . See . Well , it ' s  two 
developed in dat coin . Dat ' s  tuh draw trade in dat busines s .  She wash or scrub 
her place out vit lye, see,  twice a week . She ' ll take Monday an ' Fridays , an ' 
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scrub every corner out . S crubs 
cross if p eople have crossed de 

everywhah she kin git  dat lye . Dat prevents d e  
place - if de place is crossed. Dat lye eats it  

COINS 3 :  QUARTER - HALF DOLLAR - PENNY OLDTIME 
FIRST TWO OF S ILVER WELL WORN - PENNY COPPER LARGE 
3 PIECES OF HE LODESTONE - 3 OF SHE LODESTONE 
DRILL A HOLE IN THE CENTER OF EACH CO IN - SET THEM 
IN A ROW ON YOUR BUS INESS COUNTER - UNDER EACH 
LAY A HE AND SHE P IECE OF LODESTONE - NAIL COINS 
TO COUNTER - TO COMPLETE PREPARATIONS FOR BUS INESS 
SCRUB WITH LYE TWICE A WEEK : MONDAY AND FRIDAY 
UNCROSSES PLACE IF CROSSED AND PREVENTS CROSSING 
LODESTONE AND CO INS DEVELOP AND MAINTAIN SUCCESS  
COINS DO  MORE : IT 'S NO GERM GOIN '  THROUGH DAT COIN 
AFTER LYE - SCRUB WITH VAN-VAN A DRAWING POWDER 
AND WITH THIS EVEN S CRUB THE BANQUETTE [SIDEWALK] 

up . 
( That is to keep anybody 
from crossing up your bus i
ness . )  
Dat lye eats up de stuff . 
De lye eats up dat evil vhut 
crossin ' yore business . 
When yo ' puts dat dere de 
f ellah whut comes in vbut 
tryin ' [ to ]  keep yo ' in bad, 
in bad bus iness ,  dat lye 
prevents dat . 
Dat blues tone [ lodestone ] 
an ' dat coin is always tuh 
develop an ' br inging in mo '  
success . 
(You don ' t use the co ins on 

top of the counter , do you , where p eople can s e e  them? ) 
Yeah , put it right on top [ nailed ] ,  let it  s tay dere an ' draw at tent ion to 

dat . Jis ' put ' em r ight where everybody see it . Jis ' nail ' em down . Jis ' nail 
' em .  Yo ' see yo ' nail ' em wit dat lodestone undah it , r ight on top de counter , 
whar de p eople put dere han ' on i t . All right , it ' s  no germ go in '  through dat 
coin ,  but dey kin throw i t  aroun ' on de flo ' . 

Now , dat br ings yore bus ine s s  up . 
Fo ' luck ag ' in , if yo ' wanta s crub out , yo ' take some van-van powder . Yo ' 

kin put dat wit dat , s crub wit it af tah yore lye . S ee . Rinse off  wit dis van
van powder , an ' outs ide on de banquette , s crub wit it . I t ' s  go t an odor to i t ,  
see . Dat draws de p eople in . An ' s crub outs ide . I t ' s  got a s trong odor . It  
smells sweet an ' it draws de people in . Van-van ' s  a drawin ' powder . Jis ' ask 
f o ' van-van. Any drug s to '  don ' handle [ it ]  but it ' s  from de grocery s to ' . 
[Algiers , La . , (1591) , 299 1 : 6 . ] 

1112 6 . (Well , what do they go down there [ forks of  the road ] for ? What 
have you heard ? )  

Go to de fo ' ks of d e  road . An ' get [ take along ] corn or s omep in like dat . 
Dey got [ a ]  corn [war t ] growin ' dere [ on the hands ] .  Pick one of dem dere an ' 

CORN [MAIZE ] ONE GRAIN OF - GO TO CROSSROADS 
RAISE HAND WITH WART - WITH OTHER HAND RUB CORN 
UP - NEVER DOWN OVER THE WART - TAKES IT OFF 

rub corn on it  an ' rub it 
up [ into air , no t down] . An '  
go to de fo ' ks of de road an' 
make a wish [ to b e  rid of tbe 
warts ] throw it [ corn] ovah de 

lef t shouldah an ' go on . 
( Did it work? ) 

Nevah look back . Ah ' ve tried dat , mahself . 

No . [ Petersburg , Va . , (445) , 419 : 8 . ] 
111 2 7 . Make ' em come back , dey says yo ' 

yore personally friend . Yo ' know, j es '  lak 
take meal , corn meal , an ' give i£ � 
ah have a friend , an ' ah vuald � 

CORN MEAL - WOMAN GIVES TO FRIEND TO PAS S ON TO 
liver it to thea an' tJ.ey 
would give it to thea. aa' 

ASSENT HUSBAND - HIS TAKING MEAL BRINGS HIM HOME in five days , they' ll  either 
come back or either 10 fur

ther , go further away or either come back to ' em home . [ This caafasiDD I uov 
try to s traighten out . ] 
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( In o ther words , if  you wanted to bring back your husband , you would take 
this meal and give it  to some friend of yours , and that friend o f  yours would 
have to give it to your husband ; and if he accepted that gift of the corn meal , 
he would come back to you ? )  

Come back to me . 
(You only make one gift  of corn meal ? )  
Yessuh .  [Wil son , N .  Car . , ( 1486) , 266 0 : 4 . ]  
11128 . Yo ' takes a cow horn , burn it , an ' then , when it  parches up it ' ll 

burn j es t  like gutta percha , somepin o thah . Yo ' know , parch it  up , an ' yo ' kin 

COW HORN PARCH - BUY PREPARED ALUM - MIX WITH 
HEARTS COLOGNE - RUB ON HAND - GET THIS SCENT 
ON GLOVE OF BOS S - HAVE A PIECE OF UNION 'ERE 
HAS TOP LIKE CARROT - TAKE A PIECE OF ABC ROOT 
GROWS LIKE A FERN - HAS ALL LETTERS OF ALPHABET 
DO YOU SEE LETTERS WHEN CUTTING ROOTS AND STEMS 
CHEW ALPHABET [ =  ABC] ROOT WHEN TALKING TO BOSS 
SO THAT WIND WILL CARRY YOUR BREATH FROM ABC ROOT 
AND COW HORN AND ALUM SCENT ON HAND INTO HIS FACE 
HE ' LL GIVE YOU A JOB - WHAT PAY YOU WANT TO GET 

git chew some prepared alum ,  
already powdered alum.  Dat ' s  
s imple but it ' s  a fact . Ah 
ain ' t nevah los t  a j ob yet . 
An '  mix dat cow horn tuhget
her wit dat an ' Hearts Co lo
gne an ' rub it in yore hand . 
If yo ' kin git tuh git his 
[ bo s s ] glove or anything , 
j es t  let de scent of dat git 
on it  - de scent from your 
hand git on his glove . An ' 

have yo ' a piece o f  union ' erb . I t  grows in de woods .  I t ' s  a little roo t  about 
dat long an ' it ' s  go t a top on it j es t  like a - yo ' seen a carro t top . It grows 
sorta like a carro t  top . An ' have yo ' a p iece of ABC roo t [ a  roo t that has the 
letters of the alphabet ! ] ,  dat grows like a fern , an ' j es t  cut it . Cut until yo ' 
cut de fir s t  let ter of yore name , an ' yo ' take dat an ' put it  in yore lef t hip 
pocket . Yo ' take dat union herb an ' put it  in yore mouth an ' chew it  whils t yo ' 
talkin ' to him [boss ] or makin ' yo ' self acquainted wit him,  while de wind o f  yore 
breath is goin ' in his face , an ' de scent of dat cow horn an ' alum is on his hand . 
He ' ll give yo ' a j ob .  Jest whatsomevah yo ' require him tuh pay a day , he ' ll pay 
i t . 

(Do you use all thes e  thing s together ? )  
Put d e  ABC roo t  in yore le f t  pocket , yo ' have dis  heah burnt cow horn an ' alum 

on de  hands . 
18 5 7 : 5 . ]  

Rub i t  on yore hands an ' have [ it there ] . [Waycro s s ,  Ga . ,  ( 114 1) , 

11129 . Dey scrape it  off  a black cow horn , dey say , if anybody is bo thahin ' 
yo ' ,  to mix some John de Conker wit i t  an ' some kinda dus t . Mix dat togethah . 

SCRAPE BLACK COW HORN - MIX WITH JOHN DE CONKAH 
AND THIRD SUBSTANCE - SPRINKLE AT DOORSTEP AND 
4 CORNERS OF HOUSE - NO ONE CAN HURT OR TRICK YOU 

Ah fo ' go t  whut kinda dus t  
dey call it . Ah cain ' t rem
embah de name of dat dus t , 
but anyhow yo ' put dose 
three things togethah an ' 

dey say put i t  ' roun '  yore do ' s tep an ' in de cornah o f  yore house . Say nobody 
can ' t hurt chew . [ Four corners of house and door the fifth po int , rite which 
occurs frequently , is a type of quincunx . ]  [ Sumter , S .  Car . , ( 1355) , 2375 : 3 . ] 

11130 . (What do you use this cow manure for ? )  
Well , I use that for t o  heal any kind o f  an itch , o r  any kind o f  running sore , 

iD epidemic form,  yeah . Cow manure is good . There you are . And cow manure , you 

COY DOHG FOR : ITCH - RUNNING SORE - WHOOP ING COUGH 
dry up cow manure and give 
it to your kinds [ client s ? ] 
in a tea . I t  cure any 

vboopiac cough in de world . There you are . [ Richmond , Va . , (no number for in
fo�t but a professional worker marked " good" ) , 3 7 8 : 5 . ] 
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11131 . Yo ' take dat in yore 
home an ' burn it . 

BURN COW MANURE IN HOUSE AGAINST LAW AND ENEMY ( This cow manure ? )  
Yes suh . An ' lotta people burn 
it because even tuh keep de 

law from gittin ' ' em ,  or tuh keep dey enemies from up settin '  ' em .  Burn dat in 
dey home . [ Fayetteville , N .  Car . ,  ( 1452) , 26 3 7 : 13 . ] 

11132 . Cow manure,  red pep
COW MANURE - RED PEPPER - SALT - BURNED AT NIGHT per and salt put in bucket 

and burn at night . Any ene
mies around you , they can ' t s tay around you . [ St .  Petersbur g ,  Fla . , ( 1044) , 

1695 : 2 . ] 
BULL DUNG - WICKED GRAVE DIRT - AT HOUSE - CONFUS ION 11133 . Reach arm as far 

son ' s grave , mix with bull dung , 
Ala . , ( 6 6 7 ) , 8 79 : 1 . ] 

as pos s ible in wicked per
sprinkle at hous e , causes confus ion . [Mobile, 

11134 . Take it [manure ]  from 
saltpeter together , and carry it 

a bull and yo ' mix 
tuh someone ' s  home 

MIX : BULL DUNG - CAYENNE PEPPER - SALT - SALTPETER 
DRY AND CRUMBLE - TAKE TO HOME OF SOMEONE DISLIKED 
SPRINKLE AT DOOR AND CALL NAME OF PERSON TO MOVE 

cayenne pepper and salt and 
dat you dislike . Yo ' mix it 

all together and you put it 
out and let it dry . Af ter 
it dries you crumble it up 
and powder it . Jest like 
someone would live here . 

You wouldn ' t  want all tuh come out ; j es t  want one per son tuh leave dis place . 
Well , you would take it den and go and sprinkle in de yard and around de do ' and 
call dis person ' s name . Dey can ' t s tay dere . Dey ' ll have to move out , go some
where .  Dey can ' t s tay dere .  [Mob ile , Ala . , ( 6 71) , 885 : 9 . ]  

COW MANURE SPRINKLED INTO HOUSE FOR BAD LUCK 
11135 . That ' s  to keep you from 
[ leaving the house ] .  
(How do they do that ? )  

let i t  get dry . [ I  shut off  machine too 
( Crumble it up ? )  

Dey put it [ cow manure ] out and 
soon . ] 

Yes , sir , crumble it up , dry out and sprinkle it into your house . That will 
harm you , that will put chew in bad luck . [ Charles ton , S .  Car . , ( 5 06 ) , 5 5 6 : 12 . ] 

11136 . No t a milk cow , but git de whut-dey-call-it cow . 
(The bull ? ) 
Yes . I f  yo ' kin git dat , den yo ' ll 

Dat [ thes e  two ] be  made up in a powdah 
take dat an ' a white dog ' s  numbah two .  
an ' yo ' ll sprinkle dat anywhere yo ' 

BULL ' S AND WHITE DOG ' S  MANURE - POWDER - SPRINKLE 
PERSON PASS ING OVER CANNOT GET JOB - ADD PEPPER 
SALT AND DEM HOT THINGS - DAT 'LL KEEP 'EM AGO IN ' 

passes an ' de people pas s , 
an ' de ' cain ' t git a j ob 
no way . Dey cain ' t git a 
j ob noway . But chew put 
peppah an ' yo ' put dat salt 

an '  anything lak dat an ' yo ' put dem hot things in dere . Dat ' ll keep ' ea  a-goin' 
[NUmber �o = dung . ]  [Algiers , La . , ( 1602) , 3025 : 6 . ]  

11137 . Yo ' see now when yo ' use that , that ' s  somepin like a [ somethiag • 

guard or hand] you mix that thing [ cow manure ] with b lack mulasses . I'9e sot 

COW MANURE AND BLACK MOLAS SES PILLS WARDS OFF EVIL 
RECOMMENDED BY DOCTOR TO AUTHOR FOR HIS PATIENTS 

somepin [ like] that rith 
black molasses all aav 
[ right nov] . You .tz that 

with black .ol •res .  see , 
and it  gets real hard . I t ' s  nothing but hard [ like ] corn meal .  ADd you .ake 
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little balls o f  it , cut it up and make little balls . Anybody [ pat ient ] come to 
you [ I  am cons idered a doctor ] give ' em one of those balls [ p ills ] .  That keep s 
away harm . No harm, anything , no thing kin come in [ your house ] .  

(Well , suppo se you gave me one o f  tho s e , what would I do with that then? ) 
You keep i t  o ff  o f  here [ your p lace ] you [ it ]  keep off  [ yourself ] .  [ For  

animal manure agains t witches see FACI , 2ed . , No . l6487 , et c . ] [ Charleston,  S .  

COW MANURE IN HER TEA CURES WIFE ' S  BEWITCHMENT 
Car . , (51 2 ,  a doctor) , 5 84 : 4 . ] 
11138 . They put cow manure in 
your tea and it  will make you 

love ' em .  Like you have your wife and she can ' t [ stay home and is running 
around ] you kin use cow manure and it will make her stay with you , love you 
more . [ The theory here is that someone has bewitched her , manure is a cure . ] 

( I  s ee . )  [Vicksburg , Mis s . ,  ( 733) , 100 2 : 17 . ] 
11139 . She take de  shell o ff  de  crab an ' hullin '  

she will take a ole [ shoe ] s tring dat individual [ the 

CRAB COOKED - MEAT REPLACED BY MAN ' S  OLD SHOESTRING 
IN FORM OF CROSS - HELD IN PLACE BY CROSSED NEEDLES 
THIS DONE BY WOMAN SO THAT NO OTHER WOMAN WANTS HIM 

[hulls ]  dat crab out . Den 
vic t im ]  generally weahs an ' 

windin ' [winds ] dat shoe
string up dat way [demon
s trates ] .  Af tah windin ' 
dat shoestring up dat way , 
shove one end [point ] of  

needle through it [ fo lded shoestring ] dat way [ demons trat es ] an ' de  othah one 
[needle ] dis way [ demons trates ] yo ' see , makin ' a cross  - one shoestring makin ' 
a cross .  De shoestring , wind it up lak de  crab i s  dataway . [You wind this shoe
s tring back and forth because a crab goes backwards and forwards . ] [ Take de shoe-
s tring an ' wind it dat way . � ( It i s  sort o f  an "X"? ) � 

[ The shoestring is laid into the crab shell in one continuous movement , a 
weaving , to form an "X" . See illus tration above . ]  

Yes , one dat way an ' de o thah one dis  way [ demons trates ] shovin ' one dat way 
an ' de o thah one dis  way . An '  de fellah [ owner o f  the shoestring ] he would nevah 
git no woman , yo ' understand , tuh treat him as he wish tuh be treated . See , dis 
s tring be weak [ at the beginning we were told this shoestring was old ] an ' de 
othah one [what? see later ] be weak , yo ' see , ' cuz it be backin ' up always , yo ' 
see [ l ike the crab moving backward ] .  

[ I  now repeat rite to make sure I have it : ] 
(You put one needle l ike that [ I  demons trate ] and one this o ther 

s trate ] ,  one horizontal and one coming down , vert ical , down through 
shoestring that you have in the crab . What do you do with the crab 
you fix [magically prepare ] it up ? )  

Take d e  shell and bury it . 

way [ I  demon
it - this 
shell after 

[ The preceding r ite , my only examp le o f  it , comes f rom a hoodoo doctor . In 
it a woman make s certain that the man does no t f ind ano ther woman . To accomplish 
this trick , she cooks a crab , hul ls it - takes out the meat - and refills the 
cavity by winding into it an old shoestring of the man ' s so that it looks l ike 
an "X" or a cros s .  Thi s  latter is held in place by two needles , one horizontally 
through an arm o f  the cro s s , the o ther pushed down vertically through the center 
of the cros s . Here we have two crosses ; one o f  s tocking , o ther o f  needles - a 
doublecross ! See the d iagram .  The twist ing and f laccid l ine s of  the shoestring 
cro s s  represent the man ' s own s tring , no t shoestring . This is an important rite!]  
[New Orleans , La . , (1560) ,  2855 : 10 . ] 

11140 . Dere s everal ways dat chew kin move a person . Yo ' kin move a per son 
outa de house by j es '  gain ' to dere house an ' usin '  a cro s s  right in front o f  
dere gate like dat . Yo ' kin put a cro s s  r ight in f ront o f  dere gate l ike dat 
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an ' dey ' ll move out . Or yo ' kin go to dere house at night when yo ' are no t seen 
an ' yo ' kin stand to dere gate like dis an ' put dose two thumbs on dere an ' j es '  

say , "Yo ' shall no t have dis house . "  
CROSS MADE ON GROUND IN FRONT OF GATE 
OR AT THUMBMARK ON EACH GATE POST 
SAYING YO ' SHALL NOT HA VE THIS HOUSE 

Yo ' use dos e  words . 
(Put a thumb on each gatepost?)  
Jes ' de thumb but  use de  two thu.bs . 
Jes ' put de two thumbs on de gate like 

dat an ' say , "Yo ' shall no t have dis  house , "  or "Yo ' shall move out of dis 
house . "  An' it will soon be de way yo ' wanta an ' dey ' ll come out . [Waycross , 
Ga . ,  ( 116 6) , 19 60 : 1 . ] 

11141 . When the landlord gives you a notice , you take that no tice and you 
fold it  in the shape of  a bouquet - like a cone . You get up over the front door 

CROSS - MAKE OVER FRONT DOOR - IF YOU RECEIVE 
NOTICE TO VACATE HOUSE - FOLD NOTICE INTO CONE 
TACK OVER DOOR WITH 9 TACKS - YOU WILL NOT MOVE 

and make a cro s s  up there . 
You take that notice and if 
there is any way to hide it , 
like up here [ po ints ] ,  up over 
here , that nobody can see it . 

Make that cross up there and take that no tice and cros s  and nail it up there . 
Put nine tacks in it  so  that nobody won ' t detect i t  up there , and he [ you] will 
never come in . That ' s  to aross the landlord . [ New Orleans , La . ,  (855) , 1346 : 8 . ] 

1114 2 . They use a kind o f  a weed - j is '  like a ole weed , yo ' know , j is '  
growin ' around . Well , they ' ll take thi s weed an ' they cut this weed down . Well , 

ABOUT DARK PUT WEED CROSS AT VICTIM ' S BACK DOOR 
ABOUT MIDNIGHT COME BACK - TURN CROSS UPS IDE DOWN 

they take that s tick an ' 
make a little cro s s  like 
that . An ' then about time 

ABOUT DAYBREAK REMOVE CROSS - FAMILY INSIDE ARGUES that it git about j us t  dark, 
they ' ll take that [ cross ] 

an ' plant i t  to your back door ; set it  right up at chore back door . An '  then 
at night round about twelve o ' clock, they ' d  come back an ' git i t  an ' pick that 
s t ick [ cro s s ] up an ' turn it over [ turn it up s ide down ] , an ' leave it there to 
daybreak . An' then they ' ll come back an ' take it . An '  then tomorrow you ' ll be 
arguin ' all day long wit chore wife . [ Richmond , Va . , ( 361) , 29 7 : 5+85 . ] 

1114 3 . They j es '  git down there and make a cro s s  mark on de road , and if  you 
come along and step over that mark , they got you . They done seen you goin ' come 

there and they ' ll put it  
TO STEP OVER CONCEALED CROSS  MARK ON ROAD UNLUCKY r ight where you can ' t help 

from stepping on it . And 
you ' ll have trouble . [Wilmington ,  N .  Car . , ( 235) , 235 : 6+85 . ] 

11144 . All yo ' go tta do , go to yo ' do ' and make a cro s s  on i t . 
(Cro s s  on it  like an "X" . )  
Yeah , an ' put some j oint grass in both s ides . 
(What ? )  
Joint gras s . 
(Joint grass . )  
Yeah . Put one so , and one so . Cover ' em up . Nevah go dere . 
(Under your door ? )  
Yeah . 
(Where do you make this crossmark? On the door or doorsill ?)  
No , on  de ground , i n  de  dir t . You put i t  in de dirt , dat way , dea JU8 pat 

one dat way and covah i t  up like nuth [ is there ] . 
(Where do you put this gras s ? ) 
Right front of  yo ' do ' .  Den throw some night watah [urine] oa � aDd it ' s  

okay , or some green mos s ,  and [ or ]  cow manure . 
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CROSSMARK ON GROUND AT DOOR - JOINT GRASS ON 
BOTH S IDES - COVER UP - THROW URINE ON - OR GREEN 

MOS S  - OR COW MANURE - TO KEEP LAW AWAY 

CROSSROADS : GO TO AT MIDNIGHT WITH A BLACK HEN 
THAT CROWS - THAT HEN WILL CROW THERE AT MIDNIGHT 
GO 9 NIGHTS IN SUCCESS ION - HEN WILL CROW NIGHTLY 
EACH NIGHT READ SIXTH AND SEVENTH BOOKS OF MOSES 
THIRD NIGHT DEVIL APPEARS - YOU CONTINUE 9 NIGHTS 

(The law won ' t be able to 
come in then? ) 
No , they won ' t find you . 
You ' d  walk right by ' em and 
he wouldn ' t  bo thah you . 
(You don ' t cover up this 
grass ? )  
Yeah , cover ' em up . 
(You bury the grass , I see . )  
Nobody see you . [ S avannah , 
Ga . , ( 543) , 6 7 8 : 1 . ] 
11145 . Well , I ' ve heard of  
that but it ' s  at night in
s tead o f  daytime , at twelve 
o ' clock in the night . Take 
a b lack hen , find one that 
crows , you go to the fork of  

that road and at midnight that hen will crow . Go there for nine nights though 
and go to that fork of the road every night at twelve o ' clock and that hen crows, 
that will b ring what you call you - you call , kin call , the devil . That ' s  what 
I understand . But you go tta read the Sixth and Seventh Book of Moses and j us t  
what you des ire at  the fork o f  the road after you read that Sixth and Seventh 
Book of Moses , you get your desire . That is how they sell themselves to the 
devil . And he will meet  you at the fork o f  that road and j us t  what you want to 
learn and what you want to do , that ' s  where you get them - out there . 

You have to read the book while you are out there , and have your mind on your 
desire s . 

(When does the devil appear , on the firs t night ? )  
No , on the third night , but you go tta go for nine nights to get what you 

desire . [New Orleans , La . , ( 8 5 5 ) , 1 34 6 : 9 . ] 
11146 . Go tuh de fo ' ks of  de road , fo ' [ to make ] a man tuh go in a diff ' -

ren ' d ' rec tion . Take a lookin ' glass an ' dey beat dat up right fine , an ' if  

CROSSROADS O R  FORK OF  ROAD - THROW INTO - BETWEEN 
SUNSET AND DARK - PIECES OF BROKEN LOOKING GLAS S 
WITH INTENTION THAT MAN WILL STOP - RETURN HOME 

an ' he won ' go dat way no mo ' .  He ' ll turn roun ' 
s top him from goin ' dat way . He won ' go dat way 
back . 

he ' s  goin ' tuh de fo ' k  of  
de road , yo ' take dat an ' 
j e s '  throw it in de fo ' k  
o f  de road ' bout sunse t  -
' tween dak [ dark] an ' sunset , 

an ' go back . Yo ' do dat tuh 
no mo ' .  He tu ' n  [ turn ] his 

( I f  he ' s  running away after some o ther women or some thing ? )  
Ye s . [Wilson , N .  Car . , ( 1499) , 266 7 : 9 . ] 
1114 7 . I ' ve heard tha ' choo kin remove the s ty from yo ' eye . Go to the 

crossroad and take that dirt at the crossroad and rub on your eye and say : Sty , 

CROSSROAD DIRT AND INCANTATION CURE A STY 
s ty, leave my eye . [Had this been 
any ordinary cure from folk medicine 
I would have omitted it , but here 

vas something special . It does no t appear in Fo lk lore from Adams County, Il lin
ois .  2Dd ed . 1  though there a s ty cure where 3 roads meet  (No . 5499)  and a cross
roads cure (No . 5500) . Does this rite go back to executions at the crossroad s ?  
A shrine? The anc ient spirit o f  the crossroad ? ] [ Snow Hill , Md . ,  ( ? ) , 4 : 4 . ] 

11148 . Go out to de crossroads  an ' cross  it  nine time s backwards an ' far
wards an' make a wish in [ fac ing ] de eas t ,  an ' [ say ] : Our Father, please move 
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mah enemies away .J an ' bring mah fren 's near tuh me an ' close by me .J an ' make 

CRO S SROADS - RUN ACROSS  - BACK AND FORTH 9 TIMES 
THEN FACE EAST - REPEAT INCANTATION - RETURN HOME 

peace . 
(How do you cross that 
cro s s roads? )  
Heah are d e  crossroads [dem

ons trates ] ,  dere ' s  de cross [ the central square created by the 4 roads ] .  Yo '  
run acro ss  lak dat , when yo ' git middleways of dis cro ss , den yo ' go t o  dat end 
of a cro s s  an ' yo ' come back acro ss  this way , back dere , an ' make yore wish in 
[ facing ] de eas t . 

[ This rite concerns a square , its  4 corners and center ; 5 terminal points ,  
the reas on why in HOODOO I call these five-po int rites , quincunx rites = cross
roads and centers of house , room , bed , etc . Here our two roads cros s ing each 
o ther form a square informant calls cross ins t ead of crossing . We should also 
remember , despite this rite having been collec ted in Memphis , our original 
cros sroad was one wagon road cro s s ing ano ther . Now to act out our present rite . 
If we are walking eas t , let us s top  at the center o f  the wes t  s ide of  the cross
ing . We now run acro ss  the cro s s ing through its center to the center of  the 
eas t side ; turn round and retrace our s teps to the wes t  side . Af ter making this 
roundtrip 4 times , we have run back and forth across  the cros sing 8 times . For 
our ninth cros s ing we run to the eas t s ide once more where we repeat our incan
tation and continue our j ourney or return home avoiding the cros sroad . ]  [Mem
phis , Tenn . , ( 15 23) , 2 7 16 : 1 . ] 

11149 . An '  den i f  de law take a habit o f  comin ' to yore house , yo ' know whut 
chew do . Takes black peppah an ' salt an ' mix it together , an ' when dey come to 

BLACK P EPPER AND SALT BEHIND POLICE - CURSE 
yore house , sompin lak dat , yo ' 
sprinkle de salt in back of  ' em .  
Try tuh throw some right o n  dey 

back . Try tuh throw some of it when dey go in ' out . Always have it prepared 
an ' throw some of  dat in dere back . An' den yo ' sprinkle it on de floor right 
vbere he walk . Jes ' lak ah walk in heah an ' yo ' sweep behin ' ' em an ' say , "Yo '  
damn son-of-a-bi tch , yo ' s tay ' way from heah . "  

(And they won ' t  come back? ) 
Dey ain ' t comin ' back . [ Sumter , S .  Car . , ( 1348) , 2331 : 9 . ] 
11150 . I have heard of  people meeting ghosts  and they didn ' t want to meet 

them and they would say curse words and they would leave . [ Ocean City , Md . ,  
informant 20 by Ediphone . ]  

1115 1 . Make people move out o f  a 
After yo ' gits  everything outa dere , 

room ,  if de landlady makin ' yo ' move . 
yo ' turns roun ' an ' walk back in dis house 

an ' walk to all fo ' cor-
REMOVE YOUR POSSESSIONS FROM RENTED ROOM - REENTER 
BOUSE - WALK INTO 4 CORNERS OF ROOM - CURSE EACH 
UALK OUT - DON ' T  LOOK BACK - ROOM CAN 1 T BE RERENTED 

ners an ' curse it , dey 
says , an ' walk out . Don '  
look back at  it . Dey says 
she ' ll nevah be  able tab 

keep anybody else in dere . [ Savannah , Ga . ,  ( 1250) , 2130 : 8 . ] 
1115 2 . Dead man ' s finger , keep rolled up in flannel , blow on and rub ,  � 

back in pocket , for luck when gambling . [Petersburg , 2nd trip 419 : 6 . ] 

DEAD PERSON ' S  BONES AND GAMBLING 
1115 3 . Carry a dead man ' s hand for laCk. 
[Washington 8 04 : 4 . ] 
11154 . Any finger , not the thu.b, � a  

dead man ' s lef t hand , called a taslem [ talisman ] or a gamb ling hand, � lie car
ried by a gambler for luck . [ Only example of word talisman . ] (Vicka'=r.l 1067 : 5. ]  

11155 . A p iece of skull bone or dus t ground from skull boDe is pa£ � a bag 
vith roots : John de Conkah.J St . Elizabeth root.J devil ' s shoest::rt.c, e£e. ; ..t 
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kep t wet with Hearts Co logne for gambling luck . [ Charles ton 609 : 10 . ] 
11156 . Lef t  shoe . 
(You take the left shoe . )  
Uh huh . And af ter taking that left , then ah take that [ inner ] sole out of  

the shoe . Hits  no thing they can do with j us t  a shoe . But they fix it [ insol e ]  
and g e t  - put i t  back [ in sho e ]  for you . If  they take 

DEVIL DUST - IN SHOE that shoe and get some devi l dus t and put up in the toe 
o f  his shoe and put it [ insol e ]  back there , when you put 

the shoe on your toes will take with an itch . 
(An itch? ) 
Yeah . [New Orleans , La . ,  ( 7 98) , 1113 : 12 . ] 
1115 7 .  Now , if yo ' don ' wanta take an ' do dat , chew kin git chew some devi l 

heart watah [ hoodoo s tore preparation? ] an ' bluein ' an ' shake dat up an ' bus t 
dat bottle . Git de devi l heart watah 

DEVIL HEART WATER - BLUEING - BOTTLED 
SHAKE AND BREAK AT DOOR TO MOVE 

an ' put it into dat bottle ; den yo ' 
git chew some bluein ' an ' put it  into 
dat bottle . An ' take dat bottle an ' 

shake it  up an ' wherevah de person livin ' at , yo ' bus t dat bottle in front dey 
do ' an ' dat make ' em move . [ Algiers , La . ,  ( 159 7 ) , 300 2 : 16 . ] 

11158 . Now , I have heard that you can take a piece of devil ' s-shoes tring ; 
that is , you take the roo t . Some calls i t  the lady s lipper , some calls it lady 's 

DEVIL ' S-SHOESTRING = LADY SLIPPER OR LADY 'S TAIL 
SOAK ROOT IN WHISKEY OR COLOGNE 

RUB THIS ON YOUR HANDS AND HANDS ON THE WOMAN 

tai l :  that ' s  because the flow
er [blossom] looks like a tai l 
[ the orifice o f  the vagina ] . 
And you can take that , the 
roo t ,  and put it in whiskey 

or cologne . You put this liquid in your hand and you rub it over the woman some 
place , and you can handle that woman whatever way you please . [ Hoodoo and roo t 
doctors normally used the word devil ' s-shoes tring as a s ingular . If I have iden
tif ied the plant correc tly , bo tanists have named i t  Tephrosia virginiana - com
monly called aatgut , a good description o f  its qualities - goats-rue and wi ld 
sweet pea .  This plant of eas tern North America , especially in the South , is a 
herb almo s t  pros trate with long wiry roots . The flowers are yellowish purple . ]  

DEVIL ' S-SHOESTRING IN BIBLE OVERNIGHT - BURY IN 
MAN ' S  PATH - TELL HIM TO GO - HE WILL BE PENNILESS 

[ Berlin , Md . ,  by Ediphone . ]  
11159 . Ah saw in there [ in 
a book? ] .  It says if yo ' 
take a piece of  devil ' s 

shoes tring an ' put it in de Bible , an ' let i t  s tay ovahnight , an ' put it in a 
man ' s  path where he walk , he won ' t  have any mo ' money - yo ' know , j es '  as yo ' 

tell ' em to go , he ' ll go an ' 

DEVIL ' S-SHOESTRING - 2 DIMES - BOIL - STOMACH PAIN 

[ s ilver ] dimes while boiling , strain and let patient 
(404 . Humpadee) , 358 : 3 . ] 

do . [ Reference los t ! ]  
11160 . For pain in the 
s tomach , boil devil ' s  shoe
string and drop in two 
drink . [ Richmond , Va . ,  

11161 . Tuh make a person love yuh , dey ' ll gits a devil ' s-shoes tring . If  yo ' 
wants tuh make love wit a girl , git  chew a devil ' s-shoes tring . Take a piece o f  

CHEW DEVIL ' S-SHOESTRING - TALKING T O  PERSON LOVED 
it  an ' yo ' put it  in yore 
mouth an ' chew it an ' be 
talkin ' tub her ; j es t  whut 

she agree upon . da t ' s  love . Dat brings in love , devil ' s-shoes tring . [See a lso 
f ollowing r ites in which roo t is chewed for a j ob . ] [ Brunswick , ( 1 2 24) , 2080 : 1 . ] 
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1116 2 .  An ' a little devil ' s-shoes tring , yo ' wear it  o r  carry it on yore 
person , an ' dey say yo ' ll have luck in gambling - mos t  any games dat chew go to . 

LOVE AND GAMBLING HELPED BY DEVIL ' S-SHOESTRING 
And i t  brings love also . [Way
cros s , Ga . , (1104) , 17 7 7 : 14 . ] 
1116 3 .  Devil' s-sboes tring keep 

confus ion in a hous e unt il yo ' break up ; yo ' go tta move , yo ' can ' t stay dere . 

FRESH DEVIL ' S-SHOESTRING IN HOUSE BRINGS CONFUS ION 
(How would you use that 
devil ' s-shoestring!) 
Well , yo ' have to  take dat 

whils t it ' s  green [ fresh ] and s t ick it roun ' anywhere in de house an' de older 
it git , de longer it s tay dere , de quicker dat ' s  going to happen . 

(This confus ion in the hous e ? )  
Yes s ir ,  it  keep confus ion - somebody go tta go . [ Savannah , Ga . , (542) , 675 :4.] 
1116 4 . Heard tell of people us in '  somp in dey call de devil ' s-shoes tring . Yo ' 

take de devil ' s-shoestring an ' yo ' s lip it intuh dat house , if yo ' kin take it 
an ' chop it up a little bi t  an ' throw dat devil ' s-shoes tring round in dat house 

CHOP DEVIL ' S-SHOESTRING INTO SMALL PIECES - THROW 
INTO OR ROUND THEIR HOUSE - GOIN ' BE HELL TUH PAY 

dere ' s  goin ' be hell tub pay . 
( I t ' s  going to cause confus
ion in the family . )  
Yeah , cause confus ion in de 

family . If  yo ' kin git in dere an ' s l ip dat devil ' s-shoestring round in dere 
an ' slip it round through de house an ' in de bed an ' all round lak dat . Dat ' s  
devil ' s-sho es tring i s  a powder [ can b e  bought as a powder ? ] .  [Waycro s s , Ga . , 
( 1116 ) , 1 7 9 2 . ] 

11165 . Dere ' s  a roo t 
Dat comes out de woods . 

out dere , ah don ' t know whether it ' s  round here o r  not . 
[ Take that ] an ' saltpeter . It ' s  de devil ' s-shoestring ! 

SALTPETER AND CRUSHED DEVIL ' S-SHOESTRING IN POCKET 
RUB HANDS IN AND CHEW THE ROOT WHEN ASKING FOR JOB 

Dat ' s  whut dey call it , de 
devil ' s-shoes tring . An '  
beat it up - j es t  beat it 
up an ' put it  in yore pock

et - yo ' unders tand , an ' walk on in . An ' as yo ' walk in de o f f ice - dis is de 
office heah [ demons trates ] j es t  put it in yore pocket an ' rub yore hand lak dat 
over it . An ' bi t  o f f  a little p iece an ' j es t  lak yo ' chewin ' a p iece of chewin' 
gum or somep in lak dat , an ' talk to him .  He ' ll give yo ' a j ob .  Yes s ir ,  he ' ll 
give yo ' a j ob .  

(Do you come from S outh Carolina ? )  
North Carolina . [ S t . Petersburg , Fla . , ( 10 2 9 ) , 165 7 : 8 . ] 
11166 . (What do they do with the devil ' s-shoes tring ? )  
Dey take dat and put i t  down in a bo t tle o f  perfume with some garlic and jes '  

keep i t  in a bo t tle , you see . And i f  you go t i t  a t  home , well every time you 

GARLIC - DEVIL ' S-SHOESTRING - PERFUME : 3 IN BOTTLE 
RUB THIS MIXTURE ON HANDS FOR LUCK ON LEAVING HOME 
OR FOR ALL PROTECTION - TIE ROOT ABOUT NAKED WAIST 

leave out  o f  home , why you 
take it and rub it on your 
hands . Dat ' s  fer luck. 
And fer your pro tectioa oa 

devil ' s-shoestring and you take it and 
skin . You tie i t  around your waist .  

(What will that pro tect you from? ) 
Dat ' s  to pro t ect you from de law . 

[ Charles ton , S .  Car . , (51 7 ) , 605 : 9 . ] 

de s treets , you git dat 
put it around your wais t  right � yaar 

All you go tta do is tie it to yaar SkiD. 

1116 7 . De devil ' s-shoestring is a good tonic . Yo ' kin make wedicine oat of 
it , yo ' see . [ Brunswick , Ga . , ( 1182) , 1994 : 1 . ] 

11168 . Yo ' kin take a person ' s  shoes an ' go ahead an '  dress • a.  aa• bave dey 
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foo ts all swell up . 
(How do you dress tho se shoes ? )  
How would dey dress do se shoe?  Wel l ,  yo ' kin take dose shoes an ' yo ' kin go 

tuh work an ' git  chew some John de Conkah an ' devil' s- shoes tring , an ' make yo ' 
a powder an ' yo ' kin sprinkle i t  all in dose shoes . An ' dat person will go an ' 
git dose shoes an ' put ' em on an ' dat ' ll hurt his foo t .  

JOHN DE CONKAH - DEVIL ' S-SHOESTRING - POWDERED 
HIDDEN IN SHOES - HURTS [PUTS SPELL ON ] FEET 

DOOR - DEVIL ' S-SHOESTRING OVER - BREAKS UP FAMILY 

(Make sore feet . )  [Feet are 
more than sore ! Only a roo t 
doctor can cure them ! ] 
[Florence , S .  Car . , (1388) , 
2212 : 14 . ] 
11169 . An ' den tuh run ' em 
out , yo ' kin put - j es '  lak 

yo ' rentin ' a house an ' ah don ' t want 
s trings an ' hang ' em ovah de do ' .  

( That will run me out ? )  

yo ' tuh s tay dere , I git some devil ' s-shoe-

Yo ' can ' t s tay in dere an ' dat will break yo ' peace . Yo ' an ' yore wife - it  
will run yore wife o ff  from yo ' .  

(Cause confus ion in the family . )  
Yes sir . [Waycross , Ga . , (1074) , 1 7 36 : 7 . ]  
11170 . A piece of de devil ' s-shoestring an ' put it  down at de do ' where de 

person go tta travel back an ' farwards , an ' dey ' ll have bad luck an ' can ' t git  

DOOR - DEVIL ' S-SHOESTRING DOWN AT - NO MONEY MUCH 
hold of no money much . [Way
cros s ,  Ga . , ( 114 7 ) , 1870 : 8 . ]  
1117 1 . I f  yo ' git  a chance 

tuh git in dat house - de devil ' s-shoes tring , yo ' take dat devil ' s-shoes tring an ' 
j es '  ball a lit tle bit  of i t  an ' put it  ovah de do ' s ill or somewhere in de house ,  

BALL UP A LITTLE DEVIL ' S-SHOESTRING - PUT OVER 
DOORSILL OR IN CORNER OF HOUSE OR SOMEWHERE 
CANNOT STAY - BUT TO GIVE PERSON WALKING FIGIT 
DRIVE 9 NEW NAILS INTO GROUND - POINTED WAY TO GO 
BETWEEN NAILS PUSH 9 NEEDLES 9 P INS - NEW - COVER 

some corner of de house . Dey 
ain ' t gain ' s tay in dere . 
An ' yo ' kin give a fellah a 
wa Zkin ' figit .  
(How d o  you give a fellow a 
wa lking figit ? ) 

drive ' em in de ground an ' 
between ' em .  Off he go . 

(Any special number ? )  

Jes ' take some nails an ' 
turn ' em de way he goes . Put some needles an ' pins 

Nine [ new ] needles [ nine new pins ] an ' nine new nails . 
(You cover those up so they don ' t s tick him ? )  
Jes ' drive ' em right down i n  de ground . 
(Where he ' ll walk over them . ) [Waycross , Ga . , (1171) , 19 7 7 : 1 . ] 
1117 2 . ·  Git a devil ' s-shoes tring ' bout dat long an ' tie it  [ demons trates ] . 

Jis ' take i t ,  i t ' s  j is '  about dat long , an ' bring a kno t in it  lak dat . Well , 
yo ' kin keep it or yo ' bury i t . Jis ' put i t  in a secret place . 

KNOT IN DEVIL ' S-SHOESTRING - HIDE - MAN WON ' T  LEAVE 
( I s  that all she has to do 
to bring the man back? ) 
He ' ll stay right dere [he 

will no t leave ] .  [Memphis , Tenn . , ( 9 25 ) , 1503 : 10 . ] 
1117 3 . Lo ts o f  people talk about diff erent things dat ah have nevah tt1ed , 

but dis heah whut ah ' m  tellin ' yo ' now , ah ' ve tried dis mahself , yo ' see . 
I f  a person wants to mis treat yo ' an ' dis is yore p lace heah , yo ' take devil's

shoes tring - ah don ' t know whether yo ' evah hear tell of i t - devil ' s-shoes tring 
an ' b lacksnake roo t . ' Co ' rse dey roo ts whut grows in de wood . An ' yo ' kin twis t  
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dem dere roots together [ probably tie together s o  that they will no t unrave l ] , 

TWIST BLACKSNAKE ROOT AND DEVIL ' S-SHOESTRING 
TOGETHER - LAY THEM UNDER VICTIM ' S MATTRESS 
THAT LOCKS VICTIM ' S BOWELS - MEDICAL DOCTOR [M. D . ]  
IS  USELES S  - YOU MUST FIND HOODOO DOCTOR OR DIE 

put them between yore mat
tress whut chew lay on . 
Dat ' ll constipate yore 
bowels where yo ' can ' t have 
action an ' well , den dat 
cause yo ' to git in mis ery , 

make yo ' sick . Unless some man come long wise enough to detect dat , dat devil
ment is undah dat mattress , why de doctors [M . D . ' s ] dey can ' t save yo ' ,  yo ' see . 
But now , if a man come along have done experienced dis devilment , he knows j es t  
exactly whut tub take an ' whut tub tell yo ' tub d o  tub git dat devilment . Look 
under dat mat tress .  [Waycross , Ga . ,  . ( 11 20a) , 1 7 9 8 : 6 . ] 

11174 . Ah heard dat chew could 
TIE 2 DEVIL ' S-SHOESTRINGS TOGETHER OVER DOOR take devil ' s-shoes tring an ' tie 

de two pieces together like yo ' d  
wanta part a man an ' his wife [ surely tie the pieces in shape of  cross ] an ' hide 
it up ovah his [ their ] do ' an ' no t let dem know it an ' dey ' d  part . 

(Hand it  over their door ? )  
Yes sir . [Waycros s , Ga . ,  (1129) , 1833 : 14 . ]  
111 75 . Go an ' git de herb , dey says . Dey tole me de herb dey calls de 

devil ' s-shoes tring . Put it cros s , right in de fo ' k .  

CROSS 2 PIECES OF DEVIL ' S-SHOESTRING IN CENTER OF 
CROS SROADS - VICTIM CROSSED - A QUINCUNX - 5 POINTS 
THIS IS A CROSS WITHIN A CROSS TO CROSS OR 
WE HAVE A CROSS WITHIN A CROSS = A DOUBLECROSS 

cross [ not  in disposition but crossed ,  hoodooed ] an ' 

(These two pieces you cross 
them . And where do you put 
them? ) 
Put ' em right in de fo ' ks 
o f  de road where he comes 
down an ' he ' ll always be 

travelin ' .  [Wilson, N .  

DEVIL ' S-SHOESTRING - JOHN DE CONKAH - WINNAMORE SEEDS 
GROUND - SCATTERED IN HOUSE - DRIVES EVERYONE OUT 

Car . , ( 14 7 7 ) , 2656 : 8 . ] 
111 7 6 . When you wanta 
cross a hous e ,  well you 
get you some devil ' s-3 INGREDIENTS - WINNAMORE SURELY IDENTIFIES THE SEEDS 

devil ' s-shoes tring , get you s ome John the Conquer ,  and 
(What kind ? )  

shoes tring - get you s ome 
get some winnamore seed. 

Winnamore . You get it out the woods , it ' s  a kind of a s eed . 
(Wintermore or winnamore ? )  
Winnamore . You mix i t  together and then they can ' t s tay in that hous e . 
(Well , what do you do with that s tuff , af ter you mix it ? )  
You grind i t  up , grind i t  all up , see . And you sprinkle i t  over the hous e , 

j us t  sprinkle it  right on over the house , and they really can ' t s tay . 
(That will make them move out . )  
Yes , sir . [ If a bo tanis t is unable to  ident ify anything remotely like winna

more (which may be a folk name) , I sugges t thes e s eeds are s old by a hoodoo shop 
or mail-order hous e , and that they are sprinkled on the floor by gamblers to 
winnamore = win more ! As we know , devil ' s-shoestring is suf ficient to drive 
person out of house ! ]  [New Orleans , La . ,  ( 848b) , 1310 : 3 . ] 

CUT 3 LONG-LENGTH PIECES OF DEVIL ' S-SHOESTRING 
CHEW - SURELY BITING FROM EACH = 3 HOLY NAMES 
CHEW AND SPIT EVERYWHERE POS S IBLE AT JOB OPENING 
WIPE SOME ON STEERING WHEEL OF BOSS ' S  AUTOMOBILE 

111 7 7 . Yo ' git  devil ' s-shoe
string an ' yo ' cut it in three 
lengths in long s trings . Yo '  
cut three p ieces 6£ it  in 
three [ long ] lengths an '  yo ' 
git dat shoestring an '  yo ' go 
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round a man ' s j ob an ' chew dat shoestring an ' sp it  all round , an ' yo ' could go 
to his s teering wheel an ' yo ' spit some of de j uice on yore han ' an ' wipe i t  on 
de s teerin ' wheel .  

(The s teering wheel o f  the boss ' automob ile . )  [ Fayet teville , N .  Car . , ( 14 3 7 ) ,  
2603 : 5 . ]  

111 7 8 . Take three p ieces of devil ' s- shoes tring an ' put i t  [ one ] on top of 
each o ther . An ' de shortes t piece , j es t  how long yo ' want dem to s tay dere , yo ' 
put it on dere long , yo ' know , an ' cut it  in a p iece like dis  an ' dey ' ll move . 

3 PIECES OF DEVIL ' S-SHOESTRING - EACH OF DIFFERENT 
LENGTH - LARGEST AT BOTTOM - BURY AT FRONT DOOR 
VICTIM WILL MOVE WITHIN 3 HOURS 3 DAYS 3 WEEKS 

Ah see dat tried . 
(Where do you put that 
devil ' s-shoes tring then? ) 
Down at dey front do ' s tep . 
(You take three p ieces . 

Here ' s  the long p iece , and you put a shor ter p iece 
on top of that , and you bury it that way ? )  

on top , and a shorter piece 

Bury , cover it up , or either put it in a box or somep in an ' put it down dere , 
an ' dey ' ll leave , dey won ' t s tay dere . [These 3 p ieces o f  diff erent size mean 
almos t  s imultaneously : ( 1 )  you decide to move , ( 2 )  you prepare to move , and ( 3 )  
you move . This can be done i n  3 hours or 3 days or 3 weeks . Reader may no t f ind 
everything in the rite but i t  is there . ]  [Waycros s ,  Ga . ,  ( 1134) , 1841 : 13 . ] 

1117 9 . Lak yo ' would leave some of yore wearin ' clo thes , why she could take 
some of yore underwear an ' she kin ball ' em up . Now ah had dis trick tried on 
me , but ah don ' t know what ' f eet it was takin ' . But ah happened to be lucky tuh 
f ind it . Had a p iece of dis  devil ' s-shoestring an ' she had three kno t s  t ied in 

3 KNOTS IN P IECE OF DEVIL ' S-SHOESTRING ABOUT MAN ' S  
BALLED UP UNDERWEAR UNDER PLACE HE SLEPT IN BED 
ONLY BY ACCIDENT MAN FOUND KNOTS AND FREED HIMSELF 
UNDER BED IS 5TH POINT AMONG 4 CORNERS - QUINCUNX 

it . 
( In the root or in the 
clothes ? )  
In d e  roo t .  Yo ' know dat 
lak a s tring . An' she had 
i t  tied wit three kno t s , an ' 

ah run ' cro ss  i t  ah gues s  befo ' she go t i t  placed where she wanted it . But dey 
s ay as long as she keep dat knot tied in dere , she have de kno ts tied in it , yo ' 
can ' t git  away from her . 

(Af ter she had this wrapped up in your underclo thing ? )  
Yes . Dis woman she had mine wrapped up an ' put right undah whar ah wuz 

s leepin ' at . An ' whe ther she goin ' let i t  s tay dere or no t - but some way ah 
turn roun ' an ' f ound i t . [ Waycros s , Ga . , ( 1 06 7 ) , 1726 : 14 . ] 

5 PIECES OF DEVIL ' S-SHOESTRING - BURY AT 4 CORNERS 
OF HOUS E - CRAWL UNDER HOUSE AND BURY 5TH PIECE 
UNDER CENTER OF THE BED ABOVE - QUINCUNX RITE 
PERSON SLEEPING IN BED BECOMES RESTLES S - MUST MOVE 

11180 . Git devil ' s-shoe-
s tring an ' yo ' take an ' 
bury hit at de fo ' corners 
o f  dat person ' s house . Den 
yo ' git  underneat ' de house 
an ' bury it  right in de 

center of dere bed , an ' dey ' ll be uneasy an ' restless ,  dissatisfied until dey 
move . 

(You have to ge t  f ive p ieces of shoe-s tring altogether - devil ' s- shoes tring . )  
Yes . [Brunswick , Ga . ,  ( 1206) , 2035 : 8 . ] 
11181 . Now they take the nails an ' they drive them down into - j es '  lak yo ' 

take dat Red S eal Lye , dat has f ive holes in i t , an ' they take an ' drive a nail 
in each hole o f  the lye . An ' they bury this lye undah the house an ' they git it 
near as they possibly kin ovah that lye [ devil ' s-shoestring s ]  on the inside of 
the house . They put whu t they call de devil ' s- shoes tring , that ' s  a little weed
as near ovah the top of that [ can of lye ] as they possib ly kin . That ' s  tuh make 
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RED SEAL LYE CAN HAS 5 SPRINKLE-HOLES TO BE PUNCHED 
INSTEAD OF PUNCHING THEM WITH ONE NAIL - USE 5 
BURY THIS FULL CAN WITH NAILS UNDER CENTER OF BED 
IN HOUSE ABOVE - HERE ABOVE - UNDER CENTER OF BED 
YET ABOVE LYE - LAY 5 PIECES OF DEVIL ' S-SHOESTRINGS 
PERSON US ING BED BECOMES SICKLY - A QUINCUNX RITE 

this person weak , s ickly . 
(They put this devil ' s
shoes tr ing over that and 
they bury that can of lye . )  
Bury that can of lye j is '  
undah de house as near as 
they kin . Jis ' say fo t in
s tance , if dis wuz his bed , 

they bury it undah that as near as they kin git to it undah there . They then 
come up an ' try tuh put whut they call de devil ' s-shoes tring - which is j is '  a 
little weed-lak , yo ' know - put it as near undah [ center ] de bed as they kin . 
[ This is surely a quincunx rit e . ] [Memphis , Tenn . , ( 9 15) , 1483 : 3 . ] 

11182 . Yo ' kin git chew some lodes tone [ see later ] ,  it ' s  sompin dat ' s  lak a 
incense .  

(Lodes tone? ) 
Yes . All right . 

b luein ' an ' Redbird 
Yo ' take dat an ' yo ' take some brown sugah an ' yo ' take some 

Epsom Salts  an ' devil ' s-shoes tring , an ' yo ' mix allah [all 

6 INGREDIENTS : LODESTONE - INCENSE - BROWN SUGAR 
BLUEING - REDBIRD EPSOM SALTS - DEVIL ' S-SHOESTRING 
MIX - SPRINKLE ABOUT HOUSE TO MAKE PEOPLE MOVE 

of ] dat up tuhgethah , an ' 
yo ' sprinkle dat aroun ' de 
house . Dat ' s  tuh make dem 
move . [ There appears to be 
at  leas t three types of what 

is called lodes tone : ground par ticles or a lump that can be pulver ized , both at
tract ing iron ; and a third sub s tance that is merely an incens e . ] [Algier s , La . ,  
(159 7 ) , 300 3 : 1 . ] 

11183 . Yo ' go out early in de morning in de 
blossoming yo ' know . Yo ' take dat string ' fore 

summertime when de bushes is 
day at  sunup an ' pull dat s tring 

7 TIMES - WRAP ABOUT 2 FINGERS - DEVIL ' S-SHOESTRING 
DIG ROOT BEFORE SUNUP - PLANT BLOOMING - TIE KNOT 
DRESS WITH ALCOHOL - CHEW WHEN ASKING BOSS FOR JOB 

up . 
(What kind of s tring? ) 
Devil ' s-shoestring . It ' s  
a long root . Yo ' pull dat 
up an ' yo ' bring it round 

yore finger seven time . Dere seven day in de week , isn ' t it?  
(You b end that root  around your finger s even times . Any par ticular finger ? )  
Seven times , j es '  any two [ adj oining ] fingers . YQ ' s ee dere seven days in 

de week , yo ' know . Seven times . An ' j es '  tie de thing in yore pocket , yo ' know . 
An '  keep it dressed with alcohol , yo ' know . An ' chew dat an ' go to a man an ' ask 
fo ' a j ob ,  why he more den ap t to give you a j ob .  

(You only go out there once to get that root ? )  
Yes s ir , one time . 
(And you bend this around your finger [ 2  fingers ]  seven times . That ' s  to get 

a j ob . )  
Yes s ir .  [ S t . Petersburg , Fla . , ( 1044) , 1694 : 14 . ] 
11184 . Devil ' s-shoestring , yo ' know it  grows long , an ' yo ' tie nine knots in 

hi t an ' wear hit roun ' yore wai s t  an ' dat ' ll he ' p  yo ' tuh go through it , too . 
(Through what? ) 
Any kinda trouble , anythin ' -

9 KNOTS - TIE IN DEVIL ' S-SHOESTRING - ABOUT WAIST he ' p  yo ' ,  lucky . [Brunswick , 
Ga . ,  ( 1224) , 2082 : 2 . ]  
11185 . Ah heard dat yo ' 

could git devil ' s-shoestring an ' go to de window fo ' nine mornings [ face ] towards 
de sunrise an ' make a wish . Jes t whatsomevah yo ' wish to come true . And loop 
[ circle ] say whatsomevah yo ' wish [ through it ] an ' tie it  in one knot fo ' nine 
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mo rnings t i l l  yo ' g i t  nine t ies . Then take i t  an ' 

9 KNOTS : BEFORE SUNRISE STAND AT WINDOW FAC ING EAST 
HOLD ING A P I ECE OF DEVIL 1 S SHOES TRING - AN END IN 
EACH HAND - BRIND HANDS TOGETHER - BENDING ROOT 
ARCHED UPWARDS - AS S UN RISES - LOOKING THROUGH 
ARCH - DRAW ENDS TOGETHER AND START TO TIE KNOT 
WHILE LOOKING AT SUN THROUGH C IRCLE AND TY ING KNOT 
MAKE WISH - REPEAT 9 MORN INGS - KNOT AND WI SH 
THI S  ROOT WITH 9 KNOTS YOU PUT OVER YOUR DOOR 

put it up ovah yore do ' .  De 
wish will come true . 
(Any wish will come true . )  
Yes s i r  • . .  [ I  turned o f f  
machine too quickly, had to 
repeat his lo s t  wo rds . ]  
(And you look through this 
loop as you t ie i t ? )  
Look as de sun , j es t  as de 
sun b e  r i s ing . 
(You look through tha t 
loop that you are making . )  
Yes s ir . [ Way c ro s s , Ga . ,  
( 1 0 8 1 ) , 1 75 0 : 1 . ] 
1 1 1 8 6 . You take dat to de 

c r o s s roads - da t nine s t rands of de devil ' s - shoes t r ing dere . 

9 P I ECES OF DEVIL ' S - SHOESTRING - BURY AT CRO S S ROADS 
3 IN EAS T  - 3 IN WE S T  - 3 IN NORTH - SOUTH OPEN 

THEN SAY TO VICTIM : QQ, DAMN YOU, GO ! 

( N ine s trands ? )  
Of devi l ' s- shoes tr ing . 
(You take a p iece o f  
devil ' s - s ho e s t r ing ? )  
Devi l ' s - s ho e s t r ing , and you 

kin take nine s trands and p lant it a t  de c r o s s roads : dat three in de eas t ,  three 
in de wes t and three in de no r th , and de s outh is open . And cover dat up . Under
s tand me , af ter you cover dat up , den say one wo rd to dat . Dere you are , and turn 
around and go away f r om it - dat ' s  a very d i f f ' rent propo s i t ion . 

(Wha t does tha t do ? )  
Da t ' s  a d e t r imental charac ter , dere you are . I f  you want a person to leave 

f rom ' round you , dere yo ' are . 
( I  see , tha t will make them leave ? )  
Shore . 
(You take nine s t rands o f  the . • .  ) 
Dev i l ' s - s ho e s t r ing . 
(You put three s trands to the eas t . )  
Three in the wes t .  
( Three wes t . )  
Three in the no r t h  and leave the s ou th then open . 
(Wha t do you s ay when you do that ? )  
I say , " Go , damn you , go . "  
( I  see , you s ay tha t and then you cover i t  up . )  
Cover i t  up dere . 
(Where do you come from? ) 
New Orleans - 219 Ramp a r t  S t r e e t . [ Richmond , Va . ,  ( ? ) , 3 7 6 : 2 . ] 
1 1 1 8 7 . (You get wha t ? )  
S omep in lak de ' call de devi Z ' s  toothpick , dat ' s  a roo t , an ' keep dat in mah 

mouth ' long as ah ' m  roun ' de hous e . Wel l , dey nevah b o thah yo ' an ' nevah have 
nuthin tuh say tuh yo ' .  

DEVIL ' S  TOOTHP I CK - IN MOUTH - LUCK AND PROTECTION J i s ' s oon ' s  [ as soon as ] 
yo ' g i t  out de hou s e  yo ' 

kin take da t out yore mou th an ' put i t  in yore pocke t , but ah keep i t  a lways in 
mah pocke t . 

(Why do you keep that in your mouth when you are round the hous e ? ) 
Wel l , yo ' s ee , dat call f o ' mah luck , yo ' see , an ' dey won ' t  b o thah yo ' an ' 

won ' t  have nuthin tuh say tuh yo ' .  
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( I  asked you i f  they could make me move out of  the house . And if I don ' t 
want to  move what can I do ? )  

Aw - yo ' ah use dat devi l ' s  toothpick - dat ' s  i f  ah didn ' t wanta move . Yo ' 
kin git dat in de woods yo ' see . Very few people know what it  is . 

(What does i t  look l ike ? )  
Have yo ' evah seen Italian [ something ? ] whut made outa pipes [ something ? ]  a 

little roo t ?  [Does he mean brier ? ] It ' s  sompin lak dat [ demons trates ] .  
( I t  runs along the ground . Is  it  the same thing as devil ' s-shoes tring ? )  
No suh .  
(Where i s  the toothpick ,  on the vine or under the vine ? )  
It  grows in kno ts j is '  lak Italian [ brier ? ] .  [Memphis , Tenn . , ( 9 35) , 1514 : 1 . ] 
11188 . This [ is ]  what I used in gambling . I gambles myself . I have gambled -

a long time ago - to meet paydays and things . Well , I ' d  take me and get me a 
Jockey Club perfume . Understand? I take Jockey Club perfume and I takes Luseen 

oi l .  
DICE DRES S WITH JOCKEY CLUB PERFUME AND LUSEEN OIL (What kind ? Luceen? )  

Yes , [Luseen or Luceen ] . 
That ' s  a yallow oil . You get i t  at the Cracker Jack Drug Store . Luseen oi l .  
And get you that pure Jockey Club - pure s tuf f - and you get this much [ demon
s trates ] for fifteen cents of that Luseen oi l ,  you see , for to put down in there 
[your mixture ] .  And you put that in there and you get you three of them little 
small dice , you see . And you dress them [ dice ] with that [mixture ] see . Take and 
cut ' em on each four corner , you understand , so you can know ' em when you turn -
five and s ix at . Well , you take and you cut - you know seven make e leven. And 
you take them and put them in some powder and take ' em out of that powder .  And 
take s ome of that perfume and s tuff and put over ' em,  you know , and shine ' em up 
like they shine . And put that in your pocket . Put that in your right pocket . 

And now , you have you another b ig pair of dices - that ' s  for gambling with 
dices , see them b ig dices . And you put s ome of  that perfume on it and you j us t  
have you s omep in with this powder - j us t  keep it in there and it j us t  smell good 
all the time . And every time that you go , you go on to  gambling or somepin , put 
them dice down in that . Somebody will be want ing to s top playing with you , be 
saying , "Well , what ' s  the matter with them dice ? "  Well , you s e t t ing j us t  like 
you got a friend or buddy . You s ee , you don ' t want to all the time put ' em - let 
so.ebody else put ' em down . You say ,  "Let ' s  change dice . "  You have him with a 
pair and he take and change them. [ Informant , woman , claimed to have worked with 
� Helen ! ] [New Orleans , La . , ( 841) , 1274 : 2 . ] 

11189 . De dirt dauber . 
(Sort of  l ike a wasp or a bee ? )  
Yes . Well , didj a evah see de little cells dat dey build ? 
(Yes . )  
Well , now , de people down dis way - especially in dis part of de world at one 

� - now ah know dis tuh be a fact . We were living in Conecuh County , Ala . 

DIRT DAUBER POWDER - RED AND BLACK PEPPER - SALT 
� - SPRINKLE AT VICTIM ' S DOOR - WALK BACKWARDS 
BACK TO GATE - WHERE YOU THROW REMAINING DIRT IN 
DIRECTION VICTIM IS TO GO - WILL LEAVE WITHIN 9 DAYS 
liTE GIVEN BY A LOCAL CUNJURE TO ANNOYED CLIENT 
alE OF SEVERAL RITES IN HOODOO DONE BY CHILDREN 
liTE TOLD TO ME YEARS LATER BY ONE OF CHILDREN 
MPPEliEJ IN 1915 AT EVERGREEN , CONECUH CO . , ALA . 

We had a very disagreeable 
neighbor lived across  de 
s treet from us , an ' she 
rented f rom s ome white 
people , but we owned our 
property . And dis person 
was disagreeable . And de 
white p eople dat she like� 
dey like her so well , un
til dey wouldn ' t  have her 
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move j us t  tuh please someone els e ,  you see . 
Well , mah mo ther told many different people about her . De woman was named Ada 

Sonworth [ S tallworth] - o f  course I don ' t have to tell [her name ] . Anyway , she 
was very disagreeable and she would argue . Well , anyway , as I s tarted tuh tell 
you , dis woman was very disagreeable and it  wasn ' t  no poss ible chance of  getting 
her tuh move . We wasn ' t  going tuh move . And mah mo ther told an old man ' bout 
it . An ' he was a man supposed tuh have some super-power . 

(Did they have any special name for this man? Did they call him anything ? )  
Yes , dey called him a cu�jUPe , as far as dat is concerned . Well , he told mah 

mo ther tuh go and get some of  dis dirt dauber cells and pound dem up , and mix 
one cup o f  ground pepper and one of  black pepper , and one of  salt , and have us 
tuh go tuh her do ' , you see , at night when dey was ' s leep , and sprinkle it . Said 
tuh give it  tuh us children [ to sprinkle ] and no t her [ the mo ther ] .  And when you 
go and sprinkle dat down at de door and walk backwards ,  you get tuh de gate and 
throw dat de way you wanted her tuh go , and said she would leave within nine days. 

So mah mo ther didn ' t believe much about it but she said , well it wouldn ' t  hurt 
tuh try . It would be so inexpens ive until it  wouldn ' t make any difference . So 
she prepared dis conco tion dat we ' d  have heard , you see , and we did dat - mah 
bro ther . Mah bro ther lives here [ Mob ile ] too , now . We tried dat when we were 
children and she really disappeared in de next two weeks . Dat ' s positive . 

(How many years ago when you were a child ? )  
When I was a child dat was in 19 15 • • •  i t  was in 19 15 , and dis little town 

where dis happened , was in Evergreen . 
Mah grandfather died in 19 1 7 . He was a man dat was very s tingy . He was born 

a s lave . ' Corse ah don ' t have tuh tell you but our name is Dubon . Mah grand
father was owned by some French people and dey came from down New Orleans way 
some place and dey es tablished up here in Conecuh County , and mah grandfather • • •  

THE OPPOS ITE OF THE PRECEDING RITE IS NOW DONE 
INSTEAD OF WALKING BACKWARDS FROM YOUR CUNJURE 
SPRINKLE DIRT DAUBER NEST AND CAYENNE PEPPER UNDER 
VICTIM' S DOORSTEP - SAY GOOD-BY - WALK AWAY FORWARD 
NEVER LOOKING BACK - VICTIM MOVES - NEVER RETURNS 

[ Mobile , (6501) , 84 0 : 4 . ] 
11190 . Ah heard dey go 
an ' git a dirt dauber ne s t  
an ' some cayenne peppah 
an ' sprinkle it  undah de 
do ' s tep an ' turn yore back 
an ' nevah look back , an ' 

nevah look back , an ' say 11 good-by . 11 An ' dat ' 11 make 
back again . [Little  Rock,  Ark . , ( 8 9 9 ) , 14 71 : 5 . ] 

' em move an ' dey cain ' t come 

11191 . Dirt dauber nes t ,  red pepper and salt mix , sprinkle or hang up or bury 
[ person mus t  walk over or under it ] causes confus ion . [Mobile , Ala . , 8 7 3 : 1 . ] 

DIRT DAUBER NEST - RED PEPPER - SALT - CONFUS ION 
1119 2 .  To break up hous e ,  
beat up dirt dauber ' s  nes t ,  
salt in it , pepper [black or 

red ] in it , sprinkle around or through hous e . [ Memphis , Tenn . , ( 960) , 154 8 : 1 . ] 

DIRT DABUER - RED PEPPER - NAME ON BROWN PAPER - BURN 
1119 3 . Dirt dauber ne st ,  
red pepper , person ' s name 
on brown paper [ and usu

ally if  a white person , on white paper ] parch 
son leaves . [ Burning person ' s  name is usual , 
[ Mob ile , Ala . , 944 : 9 . ]  

on s tove , sprinkle this dus t ,  per
but sprinkl ing the dus t i s  unusual.] 

11194 . When yo ' go t somebody an ' wanta make ' em move out chure house , [ o r ]  
o u t  de house nex ' tuh yo ' ,  yo ' g i t  chew some dirt dabahs [ larvae and their cells] 
but de wasp makes de nes t . Yo ' git dat dirt [ and larvae ] .  Yo ' git  chew some 
cayenne peppah an ' some Epsom salts  and gunpowdahs , an ' yo ' mixes all dat up tuh
gethah . An ' when yo ' mixes dat up tuhgethah , yo ' t ' rows dat aroun ' ' bout twelve 
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a ' clock at night - no t in de day , at night . At twelve a ' clock at night yo ' 

DIRT DAUBER LARVAE AND CELL DIRT - CAYENNE PEPPER 
EPS OM SALTS - GUNPOWDER - MIX - AT MIDNIGHT THROW 
UNDER VICTIM ' S  STEP SAYING : JES ' LAX AH T 'ROW DIS 
HEAH POWDER, DAT 'S DE WAY AH WANT CHOO TUH MOVE 

t ' rose it undah de s tep , an ' 
when yo ' t ' ro '  i t  yo ' say ,  
"Jes ' lak ah t ' row dis heah 
powdah , dat ' s  de way ah want 
dem [ you ] tuh move out dis 
house . "  [ For a special 

appreciation o f  the mud dauber and its  larvae , see interview "TOMB OF DE BABE OF 
BETHLEHEM , "  pp . l 325-1335 , v . 2 . ] [Algiers ,  La . ,  ( 15 7 7 ) , 2901 : 1 . ] 

DIRT DAUBER NEST AND GUNPOWDER 9 MORNINGS TO MOVE 
1119 5 . Throw mixture of  
dirt-dauber-nest  powder and 
gunpowder near home for 9 

mornings to make people move . [Wilmington , N .  Car . , 274 : 8+85 . ]  

THROW DIRT DAUBER NEST UNDER HOUSE - TO MOVE 

1119 6 . You go out there and dis 
dirt dauber nes t ,  yes . 
(What would you do with i t ? ) 
Chuck [ i t ]  underneath de house -
drop it underneath de house -

an ' make de folks mind up stir an ' make ' em move . 
(I  see . )  [New Orleans , La . , ( 800) , 1116 : 5 . ] 
1119 7 . Dirt dauber powder in bot tle , put under brick of house , "dey leave 

dere . "  [ This probab ly means under a house but covered by a brick , no t to hide 

BOTTLE DAUBER POWDER UNDER BRICK OF HOUSE - TO MOVE 
it , but to add weight to 
your intention . Als o  
under the house  would mean 

removing a brick from one of the piers on which lowland houses rest ; the bottle 
then being under a brick . Also possible but more difficult , unless everyone was 
away for the day , would be the removal of a brick from the hear th . ] [Wilmington , 
N .  Car . , 261 : 4+85 . ]  

11198 . Dirt dauber ' s  nes t  
sulphur an ' put i t  up ovah de 

- take de dirt dauber ' s  nes t  an ' pound it with 
do ' po s t  an ' dat would s eparate a family an ' make 

MUD DAUBER DIRT OVER DOORPOST - SEPARATES FAMILY 

ended door frame , such doors  b e ing fairly common . 
1938 : 6 . ] 

i t  go separately . [What is  
a doorpost ? I would say one 
of the two posts  of an un
[Waycros s , Ga . , ( 1162) , 

11199 . Git dirt daubah dat-a-way an ' put i t  in a bot tle wit vinegah . Dat ' s  
whut chew call a shure shot . Put it  in de bottle wit vinegah , de dirt daubah , 

DIRT DAUBER POWDER - VINEGAR - RED AND BLACK PEPPER 
IN BOTTLE - UNDER HOUSE OR IN YARD - DIVORCE INSIDE 

wi t black peppah an ' red 
peppah , an ' if  de people 
of dis house wuz gittin ' 
' long f ine , a person 

vould slip [ in ]  heah at night an ' throw i t  undah de house or p lant it anywhere 
in de yard . In two week ' s  time dey would be axin ' [ asking ] one ' nothah fo ' a 
divorce . [New Orleans , La . , ( 1560) , 285 7 : 3 . ]  

11200 . Yo ' take a dirt dauber nes t  an ' anything , j es '  lak say ,  yo ' wanta 
cause confusion or somp in lak dat in a home . Yo ' take a dirt dauber nes t  an ' 

Ar MIDNIGHT BURST DIRT DAUBER NEST ON HOUSE 
MAKES PERSONS INSIDE GO AND COME LIKE DAUBERS 

caain ' , dat person keep a-goinin ' an ' comin ' .  

yo ' go dere a certain hour of  
de night an ' yo ' use dat j es ' 
lak yo ' do de aig . Jes ' lak 
dirt dauber keep a-ga in ' an ' 

�at would you do with the dirt dauber ' s  nes t  when you took it  to that house?) 
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Yo ' j es '  carry it an ' bus t it ovah de hous e at twelve a ' clock at night , j es '  
lak yo ' bus t a aig . [ Fayetteville , N .  Car . , (1396 ) , 2513 : 9 . ]  

CAYENNE PEPPER - BLACK PEPPER - MUD DAUBER NEST 
THEN STEAL SALT FROM 3 HOMES - BEAT ALL TOGETHER 
MIX AND SPRINKLE AT DOOR OF PERSON TO BE MOVED 

11 201 . They will spring your 
doors and things . 
(Well , how would they do tha t ? )  
They ' ll take that - they ' ll go 
to three people ' s  house and 

you can s teal you some salt from three people ' s  house , and take that cayenne pep
per and that black pepper and dirt dauber ' s  nes t and beat it together and sprinkle 
your door and you ' ll move . 

( I  see . And you ' ll move . But you only s teal the salt? ) 
S teal the salt . 
(The o ther things you don ' t take ? )  
No , you j us t  s t eal that from somebody ' s  hous e . 
(Jus t the salt . Those o ther things you take from your own house? ) 
Yeah . 
( I  see . That will make you move out ? )  
Yes . [ New Orleans , La . , (826) , 1205 : 2 . ] 
11202 . Gi t ' em out o f  a hous e . Dey go t some of  ' em back dere now . Yo ' kin 

git  dirt daub er nes t . Yo ' know whut dey call dirt daubers . Well , yo ' git dat 

DIRT DAUBER NEST - CAYENNE PEPPER - EPSOM SALTS 
SULPHUR - POWDERED ASAFETIDA - TOBACCO OR S COTCH 
SNUFF - MIX - THROW INTO HOUSE - PERSONS WITHIN MOVE 

an ' cayenne peppah , but 
yo ' have tub git in de 
house tub do dat . Yo ' 
cain ' t do dat on de out-
s ide of  de hous e . See , 

cayenne peppah , Epsom salts , sulphur an ' powdered asafetidy . Yo ' know whut dey 
call powder asafet idy . Well , dey mix dat tuhgether . Well , if yo ' cain ' t git 
chure tobacca , yo ' kin git dis sco tch snuff an ' yo ' mix dat , but chew go tta git 
in de hous e dat yo ' kin sling it back in dere . Yo ' know , an ' ' no int de house , 
an ' dey ' ll move . 

(You j us t  throw that in the house and these people will move away . )  
Yes . [Algiers , La . , (1584) , 295 3 : 1 . ] 
11203 . Take nine dirt dauber nes t  an ' pound ' em up together . Put some salt -

j es '  de  leas t salt , into de nine , which id about a teaspoonful into de nine dirt 

POWDER FROM 9 DIRT DAUBER NESTS - TEASPOONFUL SALT 
3 TEASPOONS FUL OF SUGAR - MIX TOGETHER - SPRINKLE 
THIS WHEREVER VICTIM TRAVELS : IN THE NAME OF THE 
FATHER, THE SON AND THE HOLY GHOST AND MAKE YOUR 
WISH THE WAY THAT YOU WANT IT TO WORK - IT WILL 

dauber nes ts . Then yo ' put 
three teaspoons fulla sugah 
in to dat . Pound it up good 
together . Then yo ' take -
after pounding that all up 
together - then yo ' take 
an ' anywhere that a person 

go tta vis i t , if i t  in a home or anywhere that they go t dealin ' s  at in dat p lac e ,  
yo ' sprinkle i t  In de Name of de Father, de Son an ' de Ho ly Ghos t  an ' make yore 
wish the way that yo ' want i t  to work . It  will work . 

(What will you wish for on that ? )  
Well , if yo ' want ' em tub quit workin ' dere o r  tub leave dere , why yo ' kin 

wish that way . An ' if a person wants tub cont inue working to a p lac e ,  why yo ' 
make that wish there . [ Nine dirt dauber nes ts surely means 9 cells from one 
dirt  dauber nes t , no t 9 s eparate nes ts which would be quite a large amount o f  
dirt . ]  [Florence , S .  Car . , ( 1 3 14) , 2239 : 10 . ] 

11204 . You ge t you a sock or sompin like that , any thing you wear . Take that 
sock , ball it together , put it with some dirt dauber nes t , roll ' em together 
[ sock sprinkled with dirt  dauber is rolled up ] and you put it in a j ar or any 
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SPRINKLE DIRT DAUBER POWDER ON SOCK - ROLL UP 
AIRTIGHT IN JAR - INTO RIVER - YOU ' LL BE GONE 

kind o f  bucket or anything that 
unleaks - what won ' t leak . Take 
it to the river , throw it in the 
river and let it go downs tream .  

You ' ll b e  gone ! [Vicksburg , Mis s . ,  ( ? ) , 106 7 : 1 . ] 
11205 . You take an old shoe - it don ' t mean like 

any old shoe and you pound it up to dirt . You p�und 
your [ good ] shoe - j us t  
the dirt  from i t  in [ to ]  a 
box , you know , and make it  
like a powder and you burn 
it . Put it on the [ remain

POWDER OLD SHOE - BURN IN HOUSE - ENEMY INTO RIVER 

der of the shoe ] and burn it in the house , smoke the house up , and make anybody -
can run any enemy in the river . They ' ll j us t  move up , they gotta go . [New 

COOK DIRT DAUBER DUST WITH MEAL OR FLOUR - LOVE 
Orleans , La . , (85 7 ) , 1364 : 1 . ] 
11206 . Yo ' ve heard tell of yo ' 
takin ' a dirt dauber , taking de 

nes t out de house an ' mix it up . Sift  it in yore meal or flour whats omevah yo ' 
do , an ' cook i t  in yore bread , an ' dat ' ll make yo ' ole man love yo ' . 

(Make him love you . ) [Waycross , Ga . ,  ( 1095) , 1766 : 2 . ] 
1120 7 . Well , ah ' ll tell yo ' whut tuh do wit dat . Go tuh a ole house an ' yo ' 

sees de dirt daubah build a nes t . Yo ' git nine an ' yo ' powdah it up an ' yo ' git  

9 DIRT DAUBER CELLS - PIECE OF SULPHUR 9 CENTS 
POUND UP - MIX ALL - SEW INTO BAG - INTO MATTRES S  
UNDER PLACE HE SLEEPS - ONCE ON - NEVER LEAVES 

chew a nine [ cents ] worth of 
rock sulphuh [ small cake of ] 
an ' yo ' powdah hit up an ' yo ' 
mix dat all up tuhgethah an ' 
s ew it up intuh a bag an ' yo ' 

put it  right undahneath - intuh de mattress . Cut a hole intuh de mattress where 
he gen [ eral ] ly sleep at . An ' he ' ll come home an ' he ' ll sleep right on dat dat 
night , an ' he wouldn ' t  nevah leave home no mo ' . He ' ll s tay right dere wit yo ' . 

Ah ' ve seen dat done . 
(They don ' t do anything else ? )  
Nuthin else . [ Brunswick , Ga . ,  (1224) , 2080 : 4 . ] 
11208 . If  ah have a mean husban ' an ' j es '  lak he ' s  argy [argues ] all de time , 

ah j e s ' take dat dirt daub er an ' beat it  up fine an ' throw it anywhere where he 

IF WOMAN HAS MEAN HUSBAND - ARGUES - POWDER 
DIRT DAUBER NEST AND THROW WHERE HE WALKS 

dauber . [ Sumter , S .  Car . , ( 1363) , 2405 : 3 . ] 

s e t  at in de hous e - ' neath his fut 
or anywhere at de s uppah tab le -
an ' why it will s top him from 
arguin ' yo ' understan ' , dat dirt 

11209 . Take de whole nes t  - she say , git  it down whole , de dirt daubah nes t . 
Take it whole an ' don ' t break it . An ' put in a cup or anything an ' put some 
vatah on it , an ' j es '  about time it  draw - in about fi fteen minutes - j es '  keep 

WHOLE DIRT DAUBER NEST - DO NOT BREAK - PUT IN CUP 
COVER WITH WATER - IT  WILL DRAW IN 15 MINUTES 
D RINK  FROM IT - WOMAN KEEPS HUSBAND UNDER HER FEET 

it an ' dr ink off of it . 
(What will that do ? )  
She says dat brings yore 
[her ] husband down an' puts 

she shore got her ' n  [hers ] undah her feet . 
dat ' s  de b es t  i t  is . 

him undah her feet . Well ,  
She say dat ' s  whut she use , she say 

(Does she dr ink that water herself ? )  
Drinks dat . An ' she say dat ' s  shure fo ' him . Ah know one thing , he ' s  undah 

her feet all right . [ Savannah , Ga . ,  ( 1 2 7 2 ) , 215 3 : 9 . ] 
11210 . Dirt dauber nes t  [ informant , a former midwi fe , called it " three f inger 

dirt dauber" because she used thumb and two adj o ining fingers to pick up rather 
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than thumb and index finger , the pinch measurement ] make tea , " give it to a woman 

3 FINGERS PINCH OF DIRT DAUBER TEA AT CHILDBIRTH 
in lab or ,  it will help her to 
come ' cross  [ across - to de
liver ] .  [Would those 3 fin

gers be a survival of the 3 HOLY NAMES ? ] [Mobile , Ala . , 900 : 6 . ] 
11211 . Dirt dauber for labor pains . [ Vicksburg , Miss . ,  100 2 : 6 . ] 
11212 . Dey say dat chew kin take dirt daubah nes t  an ' make a lickrish 

[ liquid ] outa hit an ' write it - lak if mah husband was gone off  an ' quit me , 
ah could write a let tah tuh him lak ah was writ ing in ink - j es '  dip it in dere 
[ this dirt dauber ink] an ' dey say when he read it , he ' ll come back . Ah ' ve heard 
of dat . [ A  later comment of mine reads : usua l ly for sending away . ] [Waycross , 
Ga . ,  ( 1081) , 1 7 50 : 7 . ]  

11213 . Take the dirt dauber and take dis man ' s  name . 
(Yes ? )  
And you write the man ' s  name and you set this in the bo ttle , and when you 

puts this in the bot tle • • •  
(Now what do you put in the Bible? )  
You puts - in d e  bot tle ! 
( Oh ,  in a bot tle . You put all this in a bottle ? )  
All this in a bot tle . Well , I call a bot tle a j ar - one o f  these pickle 

j ars - and put the vinegar in there with the man ' s  name in there . That ' s  the 

INTO BOTTLE OR JAR PUT : DIRT DAUBER DUST - MAN ' S 
NAME INTO WHICH STICK : PINS - NEEDLES - TACKS 
DAILY AT NOON SHAKE BOTTLE - CALLING MAN ' S NAME 
DO THIS 9 DAYS - GET YOUR WISHES . . . BAD LUCK FOR HIM 

dauber dus t . Then you 
takes this man ' s name and 
you j us t  put the pin and 
the tacks and the needles 
in there . And then you 
put it  in there , and every 

day at twelve o ' clock you shake it up 
do the same thing until the ninth day 

(What kind of wishes do you make ? )  

and call this man ' s name . Every day you 
that you see that you ge t your wishes . 

Well , the wishes that I would make , would be 
That ' d  be bad luck for him to have . That ' s  the 

the bad des truction on him . 
bad wishes . [ New Orleans , La . ,  

(8 74) , 14 36 : 3 . ] 
11214 . Yo ' kin 

rag an ' hang it up 
take dirt dauber houses , yo ' know , an ' put ' em in a p iece of 
ovah yore front do ' ,  an ' ah don ' t care who yo ' owe , dey won ' t 

DIRT DAUBER HOUSES OVER DOOR FOR BILL COLLECTORS 

DIRT DAUBER POWDER AND GARLIC IN PURSE FOR LUCK 

come dere . Dey won ' t come 
nowhere round yo ' . [Waycross , 
Ga . ,  ( 1134) , 184 2 : 15 . ] 
11215 . Dirt dauber nes t , 
pound , put piece o f  garlic 

with , in purs e for luck . [ Garlic is 
[Memphis , Tenn . , ( 9 65) , 1559 : 5 . ] 

lucky because it is a wi tchcraf t deterrent . ]  

11216 . Dirt dauber ' s  nes t , yeah . You take a dirt dauber ' s  nes t .  You take 
it after it ' s  dry . You take that and us e that as a dus t . You take that , you 
take sulphur - you take sulphur , you take carpp is [ copperas = green vitriol or 
ferrous sulfate ] .  

( Carpus ? )  
[To  my ears later the word was copperas . ]  
Coprus , yes . You mix that together . All right , you sprinkle that before the 

person ' s door or put it anywhere where they can s tep in it , see . And it ' ll worry 
them where they can s tep in i t , see . And it ' ll worry them and it make their feet 
be tender . I t  gives them bad feet , so that they can ' t get around , see . [ New 
Orleans , La . , (831) , 1 2 37 : 5 . ] 
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1121 7 . Yo ' kin take , yo ' know , if 
good in yore house ,  yo ' kin take some 

yo ' an ' yore husband ain ' t gittin '  long 
spice an ' dirt dauber nes t  an ' mash it up 

4 CORNERS OF HOUSE - AFTER YOU SWEEP - SPRINKLE IN 
A MIXTURE OF GROUND DIRT DAUBER NEST AND SPICE 

STOPS CONFUS ION - EVERYTHING WILL GIT ' LONG LOVELY 

together ; an ' after yo ' 
sweep , sprinkle it in each 
corner of de house . Every
thing will git ' long lovely . 
Dat ' s  all ah know it ' s  good 

fo ' ;  yo ' know , killin ' anything lak dat . 
an ' sprinkle i t  round yore house . Dat ' s 
cross , Ga . ,  ( 1081) , 1750 : 13 . ] 

Wear it  in yore shoe for a fus s lak dat 
all ah know dat it ' s  good fo ' . [Way-

11218 . (What do you mean by nine times and nine days ? )  
That ' s  what I say ;  nine days , you know . 
(Well , tell me the whole s tory so I ' l l understand it . )  
I say , that they says you can take a dirt dauber ' s  nes t  and make you a tea , 

and as you give your husband his coffee , you might put a little in his cof fee 
for nine days , and then that might would check him up from running around , you 

see . Running around , 

ONCE DAILY - 9 DAYS - WOMAN PUTS DIRT DAUBER TEA 
IN HUSBAND ' S  COFFEE TO KEEP HIM FROM RUNNING AROUND 

that ' s  all I hears about 
dirt dauber ' s  nes t .  
(Running around with what ? )  
Jus t go ing out aplenty . 

don ' t know what he does ; but however , 
leans , La . ,  ( 835) , 125 7 : 6 . ] 

Go ing out so much , j us t  
he j us t  be  go ing all the time . [New Or-

11219 . You get the mud dauber . 
(Yes . )  
Out of a big stable anywhere . You s tick this finger . 
(Which finger? ) 
This one . 
(The middle finger of the right hand? ) 
Yes . Get the blood out o f  it . 
(Yes . )  
Get all the blood . You write the name nine times on a p iece of paper . You 

it up 
[have ] 

roll that mud dauber , that name , s teel dus t ,  lodestone , wrap it up . Ro ll 

IF YOU WANT SOMEONE OF OPPOSITE SEX SEPARATED FROM 
PERSON OF YOUR SEX - WRITE VICTIM ' S NAME 9 TIMES 
INTO THIS PAPER ROLL UP TIGHT : DIRT DAUBER POWDER 
STEEL DUST - LODESTONE - BLOOD FROM MIDDLE FINGER 
OF RIGHT HAND - CARRY THIS RAND TO SEPARATE THEM 

4 CORNERS OF HOUSE : MUD DAUBER DIRT - GRAVEYARD DIRT 

tight , and you get 
some luck . 
( I t  separates them . ) 
Man and woman . [New Or
leans , La . ,  ( 7 98) , 
1115 : 10 . ]  
11220 . The dirt daub er ' s  
nes t ,  you go in a person ' s 
house and put it in the 
four corners of the house -

graveyard dirt with the dirt dauber - and they move out of there . Jus t beat it 

GRAVEYARD DIRT - MUD DAUBER NEST - THROUGH HOLE 
IN RAW CHI CKEN EGG - MASH AGAINST HOUSE - MOVES 

up . [New Orleans , La . , ( 814) , 
1149 : 2 . ] 
11221 . Now , yo ' take de 
[ chicken] aig an ' broke a 
lit tle hole in it an '  put some 
of dis graveyard dirt - j es '  a 

drop of it  - an ' de daub er nes t  [ dirt ] an ' throw it on de house , and run ' em  
..ay . [Flo rence , S .  Car . , (1321) , 2 2 65 : 8 .  ] 
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11222 . Yo ' kin git dis heah dirt daubah nes t an ' de lettah whut he wrote 
chew . Yo ' kin f ix dat lettah all up an ' s end i t  back tuh him .  

LETTER MAN WROTE T O  WOMAN - SHE DUSTS OVER IT 
PINCH OF MUD DAUBER DIRT AND GRAVEYARD DIRT 
RETURNS IT TO HIM - HE WILL THINK MORE OF HER 

(How do you mean , f ix that let
ter a l l  up ? )  
Well , yo ' take dis daubah nes t 
an ' a little bit , j es '  a p inch 
of dis graveyard [ dirt ] , an ' 

put in dis lettah - no t tuh let 
tuh him . 

him s ee it , j es '  dus t ovah it  - an ' s end it  back 

(What will that do then ? )  
Dat will bring his mind back tuh yo ' .  [There i s  a collection of  these let ters 

in section LETTERS AND HANDWRITING , vol . 4 ,  Nos . 8 789-8881 , pp . 3589-36 10 , some with 
graveyard dirt . ] [ Florence , S .  Car . , ( 13 21) , 2265 : 4 . ] 

GRAVEYARD DIRT - MUD DAUBER DIRT - CAYENNE PEPPER 
THROW AROUND THE HOUSE - PEOPLE INS IDE WILL MOVE 

11223 . Take dirt dauber , 
cai-yanne peppah an ' grave
yard dirt . nat ' s  tuh make 
people move , too . Yo ' puts 

dem things 
aroun ' dis 
2880 : 8 . ] 

intuh a ole cup an ' yo ' make a powdah of  it , an ' yo ' go an ' throw it 
place where yo ' want de peop le tuh go . [New Orleans , La . , ( 1568) , 

11224 . (What do they do with that ? )  
You see , you take the dirt daub er ' s  nes t and you ' ll mash i t  up good , and that 

dirt dauber ' s  nes t can make [ a ]  fuss [ quarrel ] .  And the dirt dauber ' s  nes t is 
good - now , dirt dauber ' s  nes t would b e ,  if you got a sprain • • •  

GRAVEYARD DIRT - GUINEA PEPPERS - DIRT DAUBER NES! 
THROWN BEHIND PERSON MOVES HIM FROM HOUSE OR TOWN 

[Here I turn off  machine but 
immediately res tart  it . ]  
(And do what ? )  
[ Take the dirt dauber ' s  nes t  

and get you some little ] guinea peppers and get you some graveyard dirt [ guinea 
pepp ers and graveyard dirt res tarted machine ] and f ix that together , and then 
you can make a person move . I don ' t know where to [ ! ] .  

(Well , how would you handle that? ) 
You see , you mix it  all up together . Now , j us t  like you go away , [ l ike ] you 

turn your back [ to go away ] . Well , I ' d  go throw that all around , or get some of  
it  in your hous e . See , you ' d  pass over that . [ Then you would soon leave that 
house or town . ] [New Orleans , La . , (834) , 1256 : 2 . ] 

11225 . Go to de graveyard an ' git some dirt an ' bring de dirt back home an ' 
mix i t  up wit dirt dauber nes t an ' sulphur . An ' mix i t  all up an ' put it in de 

MIX GRAVEYARD DIRT - DIRT DAUBER NEST - SULPHUR 
KEEP LITTLE OF IT IN HOUSE TO HOLD HIS MIND HOME 

house - j es '  a little b it in 
de house , a little b i t . 
(What will that do ? )  
Dat keep in ' his mind , bring 

his mind back home . [ Florence , S .  Car . , (13 21) , 2265 : 3 . ] 
11226 . Nine dirt dauber ' s  nes ts , 9 pinches out of victim ' s left foot track , 

pound up together , make wishes over , take to a grave of evil person , bury you 

9 DIRT DAUBER NESTS - 9 PINCHES LEFT FOOT TRACK 
WISH OVER - BURY IN EVIL PERSON ' S  GRAVE - DEATH 

there , you will soon die . 
[ This is my condens ation of  a 
long r ite in the material of 
an interview mis s ed by my 

transcriber . I never had time to return to it . Original condens ation in pencil 
attached to f inal manus crip t . ] [Memphis , Tenn . , ( 9 6 2 ) , 15 54 : 8 . ] 

11227 . Well , now , yo ' kin use dirt dauber in conf inement an ' yo ' kin use dirt 
dauber fa ' runnin ' people outa town an ' around like that . 
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(How would you run a person out of  town with dirt dauber ? )  
Well , yo ' have tuh take - yo ' know the dirt dauber nes t has all that s tuff 

ins ide of that clay there , ins ide of that clay . Well , yo ' git the inside [ lar

LARVAE IN DIRT DAUBER CELLS - GRAVEYARD DIRT 
BRIMSTONE - BLUESTONE - POUND ALL TO POWDER 

SPRINKLE WHERE VICTIM WALKS - RUN HIM OUT OF TOWN 

vae ] an ' yo ' kin mix that 
with cemetery dir t . Mix that 
with the cemetery dirt an ' 
yo ' git chew a p iece of  brim
stone an ' a p iece of  blue

s tone , an ' pound it up to a powder an ' put in that . An ' yo ' kin sprinkle that 
wherevah - whoevah yo ' wanta do . Yo ' kin sprinkle that an ' that will certainly 
run ' em outa town - run ' em an ' they keep agoin ' . [Waycros s , Ga . , ( 1166 ) , 
1961 : 4 . ] 

11 228 . Well , yo ' supposed tuh git it offa 
died a s inner - git it offa de breas t of  him . 

s inner , like yo ' know a person ' s 
Imagine where de breas t should be . 

LEFT HANDFUL OF DIRT FROM BREAST OF SINNER ' S  GRAVE 
DIRT DAUBER DIRT - CAYENNE PEPPER - SALT - THROW 
WHERE PERSON TRACKS IT INTO HOUSE - FIGHTS AND LAW 

Yo ' git dat dirt . Take yo ' 
left han ' an ' git dat , a 
left handful of dat dirt . 
Well , yo ' takes cayenne 
pepper and table s alt and 

dis ole dirt dauber dat be ' s  in houses up 
Say dat ' ll make a fuss anywhere . It will 
place . 

in de walls . Yo ' mix dat tuhge thah . 
even cause de law tuh come tuh yore 

(Well , what do you do with this after you mix i t  up ? )  
Af ter yo ' mix i t  up , j es t  put i t  where yo ' want i t  tuh be . Jes t like i f  yo ' 

are angry wit s omeone , or s omebody yo ' know is bo thering yo ' or  s omp in .  Well , 
yo ' wants dem tuh move or git on out de way . Yo ' j es t  throw it where it can be 
tracked in dat hous e . Dey ' ll go tuh f ight ing and de law goin ' come . [ Mobile , 

GRAVEYARD DIRT - DIRT DAUBER NEST - CAYENNE PEPPER 
NEW SALT - PARCH - THROW WHERE ENEMY WALKS 
DO THI S 3 NIGHT S : MONDAY - WEDNESDAY - FRIDAY 
WHAT ENEMY HAD IN MIND HE CHANGES IT - WALKS OFF 

Ala . , ( 6 7 6 ) , 89 7 : 2 . ]  
11229 . Take graveyard dirt 
and dirt dauber ' s  nes t and 
cayenne pepper and new salt 
and parch i t  - you mix it 
and parch it and make a 

powder . And throw it Monday night , Wednesday night and Friday night where they 
walk over . They change their mind and they go on about their business . They 
move off and go off . 

(They leave the hous e ? )  
Yes . 
(You s ow this on these nights . Do you throw i t  or s ow it ? )  
You throw i t  around . 
(Oh ,  you throw i t  around . )  [ The preceding comb inat ion of 3 days is common in 

New Orleans for burning candles - see p . 8 30 , v . l . ] [New Orleans , La . , (8 23) , 
1196 : 1 . ] 

11230 . For real good luck - real shure ' nuff good luck - yo ' kin s teal a 
dishrag outa dere house .  Jes ' s lip [ in ]  unbeknows t to ' em an ' s t eal a dishrag , 

DISHRAG - STEAL SOMEONE ' S  - BURY IN DESERTED PLACE 
YOU EXCHANGE YOUR BAD LUCK FOR OWNER ' S  GOOD LUCK 

an '  dey won ' t have any . Dey have yorn bad luck an ' 
[Waycross ,  Ga . , ( 1093) , 176 3 : 9 . ] 

an ' go ahead an ' bury it  
some place way out [where 
houses and people are few] 
an ' yo ' git all de luck 

yo ' have dere good luck . 

11231 . Yo ' steal a person ' s dishrag an ' hide it in de henhouse tub make ' em 
.ave - make de person move . Jes ' lak yo ' didn ' t like me an ' ah wuz in a place 
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by yo ' or somp in an ' yo ' 
STEAL DISHRAG - HIDE IN HENHOUSE - RAG OWNER MOVES didn ' t want me there , why 

yo ' would steal mah dish
rag an ' hide it �n de henhouse ' mongs t de chicken nes ts . [ Memphis , Tenn . , 

(15 24) ' 2 7 2 2 : 2 . ] 
WASH FACE WITH DISHRAG TO HOLD JOB 112 3 2 . When yo ' wanta - if yo ' be ' s  on de 

j ob ,  an ' yo ' wanta keep it , an ' if yo ' be  
like a [ s ome thing? ] yo ' j es '  [ go ]  an ' wash yore face wit a dishrag an ' they will 
keep likin ' yo ' all de time . 

(Then you will s tay on the j ob ? )  
Yes . 
(Tha t is i f  you are working some p lace ? )  
Yes . [ Brunswick , Ga . ,  ( 1 20 2) , 2019 : 5 . ]  
11233 . We ll , de fact of  it is , I know dat 

and let a person hit chew in de face wi th dat 
it [ dishrag no t clean , but go t sompin on it ] . 

you kin take a dishrag , you see , 
dishrag on dat eye - go t somp in on 

Say da t ' ll move dat sty off . But 
I don ' t know , I neve r tried 
it . 

THROW DIRTY DISHRAG INTO PERSON ' S  FACE - CURES STY ( I  see , but they say it can 
be done ? )  
Oh , sure . I ' ve seen it 

did all right enough . [ Richmond , Va . ,  ( ? ) , 3 79 : 2 . ] 
11234 . If  she have a husban ' or either a f ren ' , a man or somp in lak dat an ' 

he runs around , she kin [ take ] any p iece of  his garment an ' use it . Take an ' 

SHE MAY USE ANY OF HIS GARMENTS TO WASH HERSELF 
MAYBE USE HER DISHTOWEL TO WASH HERSELF - SHE 
US ES THIS WATER TO WASH DISHES - KEEPS HIM HOME 

wash any part of her body j es ' 
lak she want to . Maybe use 
her dishtowe ls tuh wash any 
part of her b ody ,  an ' wash it 
in de wa tah where she go tta 

wash her dishes , an ' dat ' ll keep him home . Le t him eat out of  any pan or any 
pot , or somp in lak da t ,  an ' dat ' ll keep him from runnin ' roun ' outs ide . [ Mem
phis , Tenn . , (1518) , 269 7 : 5 . ] 

11235 . All she go tta do - de really fac ' 
an ' use herself . She supp osed to give to de 

ab out it - is tuh have a connect ion 
fellah de dishrag , wit him an ' her 

SHE MAY USE ANY OF HIS GARMENTS - WASH ANY PART 
OF HER BODY OR SHE MAY WASH BODY WITH DISHTOWEL 
USES THIS WATER TO WASH DISHES - KEEPS HIM HOME 

both .  Yo ' know whut ah ' m  
speakin ' of . An ' he can ' t ab
so lutely go with no othah 
woman . [ For many more of these 
dishrag and sex rites , see 

pp . 2391-2408 , v . 3 . ] [ S avannah , Ga . ,  ( 1 2 76) , 217 2 : 6 . ] 
11236 . [ S ince we are now in the le tter "D" of  CHANNEL DE WORLD ma terial - a 

divis ion arranged alphabet ically ins tead of sect ionally to avo id typ ing compli

DOCTORS : MORE BY THEM AND ABOUT THEM 
cations - the following 30 pages or more 
will be concerned wi th doctors , something 
by them or about them . Doctors of course 

will appear among later let ters 
to concentrate some of  them . I 
relative , a wrapping rite . 

of  the alphabe t ,  but here was a convenient place 
begin with a fo lding rite that contains a close 

The verb to fo ld does no t appear in the index of  Fo lk lore from Adams County 
Il linois , 1st  ed . , 1935 , and I doub t its appearance in the indexless 2nd ed . 
There i s  an index only in the files of  the Center for the Study of Comparative 
Fo lk lore and MYtho logy� University of Ca lifornia� Los Ange les� California . De
spite rarity , HOODOO has a numb e r  of folding rite s , some of them quite compli-
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cated : Nos . 31 26 ,  318 2-319 0 , etc . , v . 3  and els ewhere . To fold to you or away 
from you is a usual theme , but our present rite is an aaaoPdian fo ld. Especially 
interes ting to me is the doatoP , place of hearing , and time . My record concern
ing him reads : "Thurs . Feb . 15 , 1940 , informant No . l565 , man 45 , GraakePjaak 
StoPe , paid , ng . "  ( From no te books E S eries , 2nd New Orleans trip , numbers of 
informants 1558 to 1605 ) . More ab out that ng in a moment . Informant was brought 
to me by the black man preceding him , a man who worked at the CPaakePjaak StoPe -
sometimes called drug s toPe - a famous hoodoo empoPium of that date . During the 
following interview I was utterly unaware that this would be my las t dat at Pat
terson Ho tel , 759  S .  Rampart S t . , corner of  Julia , New Orleans , La . Years later 
I would pay my respects to the old building by printing her picture at the end 
of HOODOO volume 2 !  The fo lding rite follows : ]  

Say fo ' ins tance yo ' wanta git rid of  a man . All right yo ' d  git his photo
graph , no t a tintype . Gi t a cardboard [photograph ] an ' de medium size . Gi t it 

PHOTOGRAPH - FOLD 9 TIMES INTO 9 CREASES CALLED 
ACCORDION FOLDS - PUT LIVE MAGGOT IN EACH CREASE 
TIE THI S  FOLDED PACKAGE WITH BLACK CORD 9 TIMES 
6 TIMES TIE WITH RED - KNOTS REPRESENT COFFIN FOR 
VICTIM - NOW INTO 9 OF SPADES WITH 3 ACCORDION FOLDS 
WRAP 3 THINGS : SALT - BLACK PEPPER - CAYENNE PEPPER 
WRITE VICTIM ' S NAME 9 TIMES ON S ILK TIS SUE PAPER 
FOLD EACH TIME 9 TIMES - BURN MATCH - ASHES ON TOP 
THESE 3 PACKAGES FOLD INTO A CLOTH - ADD RIVER SAND 
DIG SMALL PIT ON RIVER BANK - 6 INCHES LIKE A GRAVE 
BE MASTER OF CEREMONIES AT FUNERAL - BLES S BODY 
GOING DOWN INTO GRAVE - BETWEEN EVERY WORD CURSE 
THROW SHERRY INTO GRAVE - AFTER CEREMONY SAY 9 WORDS 
18 DAYS - VICTIM BECOMES DEATHLY SICK - M . D .  NO GOOD 
THE 9 NAMES YOU SAY : YO ' SON OF BITCH - YO ' BASTARD 
YORE MOTHER 'S NO GOOD - YORE FATHAH 'S NO GOOD 
AN '  AFTAH YO ' HIT ME WHAT AH WON 'T DO TUH YO ' - END 
WITH : NAME DE FATHAH, DE SON AN ' DE HOLY GHOST, AMEN 

an ' fold it in half an ' 
find , say lak a dead 
chicken or a dead dog or 
somepin aroun ' [ or lying 
about ] wi t maggo ts . Ah 
mean large-size  maggots 
as dey walkin ' • • • •  Well , 
yo ' crease de photograph 
in nine folds an ' as yo ' 
fold it  in de nine folds , 
yo ' drop a maggot in each 
one of ' em; in every fold 
until yo ' git de nine mag
gots . Den yo ' gi t chew a 
piece o f  s eparate b lack 
cord an ' tie it [ f olded 
photo ] nine times ; den yo ' 
git chew a piece of  red 
[ cord ] an ' yo ' make s ix 
kno t s  [ about folded phot� . 

An '  put in dem nine knots an ' six knots • • • •  Dat [package ] is representin ' dey cof
fin . Af tah yo ' git through wit dat , den yo ' wrap it  up in a piece of  cloth , 
which would be ab out fully de s ame size , an ' git chew de nine of  spades , an ' 
wrap dat up nine times , an ' j es '  take an ' fold it  wi t [ 3  ingredients ] :  one flake 
[ flick = pinch ] of salt , an ' one flake of black peppah , an ' one flake of red pep
pah - cayenne peppah . An' wrap ' em all up . An ' yo ' close it up an ' regardless 
of  whut de individual ' s  name may be,  yo ' put it  down nine times in a piece of  
s i lk tis s ue papah , fold i t  every time nine times . Take a match an ' burn it , an ' 
as yo ' burn it , leave dem ashes go ri ght on top • • • •  Den yo ' take all dat cloth 
[ the s everal packages together ] tuhgethah an ' reenfold it  [ in one cloth ] an ' git  
chew some rivah s and , an ' j es '  put it  in dere an ' dry [ tie ] it  up [ into one pack
age ] . Den yo ' goes on tuh de neahes t runnin ' watah dat yo ' kin git tuh an ' dig 
yo ' a small pit , j es '  a small hole • • • •  Dig it  out six inches , j es '  as dere grave . 
Aftah yo ' do i t , den yo ' says - be mas tah of de ceremony which i s  his funeral . 
As yo ' be  bles s in '  de body as i t  goin ' down , every word yo ' say yo ' curse in 
between it , which is his name in between . An '  as yo ' doin ' dat , den yo ' throws 
a little b i t  of sherry wine , or if he drinks , regardless of whatevah it is , j es '  
throw it  right on in dere • • • •  an ' covah it up - an ' drop it as it  [ coffin ]  goin ' 
dawn .  [After this mock funeral ceremony ] nine words yo ' says , every day nine 
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words , an ' in de 18th day whoevah de individual will b e ,  dey comin ' unnormal 
deathly sick .  D e  doc tor  [M. D . ] or n o  o thah one will undahs tan ' his case no 
kinda way . He ' ll die an ' swell up [he ' ll swell up and die ] in de next , say 
six or seven months , or maybe in de comin ' future yeahs , from dat date . • . .  

(And you say you say nine words to that thing each day . Have you any spec ial 
words you say? ) 

Lak if de individual wuz a gamblah or a thief or  a murderah , he may come home 
an ' he ' ll be worried or somep in . Well  yo ' j es '  curse  him in dat name , "Yo ' son 
of  b itch . Yo ' bastard . Yore mo thah ' s no good . Yore fathah ' s no good . An ' 
aftah yo ' hit me , whut ah won ' t do tuh yo ' . " An ' aftah whut chew do to him,  yo ' 
say a prayah , "Name de Fathah , de S on an ' de Holy Gho s t , Amen . " • • . •  

Every day [ the unrecorded things done I pick up in my following comment ] .  
(You say j us t  nine prayers l ike that . Nine things you say . )  
Cus s in '  him all de time • • • •  [ Informant had seen his best  days as a doctor , that 

is why I preserved the remainder of his interview under the las t alphabetical 
divis ion XYZ . Those 4 • • • •  indicate repetition of  what had been said . ] [New 
Orleans , La . , ( 1565) , 2864 : 2 . ] 

112 3 7 . " Called cunj ures down around 
more , Md . , ( 138) , 3 7 : 3 ,  recording bad . ] 

Charlotte , Va . , and "devil head" [ Balt i
[ "Charlotte , Va . "  is a vague reference 

SHORT COLLECTION OF MATERIAL WITH UNDERLINED TITLES 
but fortunately No . 14 7 7  
( p . 4 7 8 , v . l) tells u s  this 
is Charlotte Co . ,  Va . , in 

the center of  Virginia near the N .  Car . line ; Charlotte Court House the county 
seat , population les s than 1000 . As far as I can rememb er ,  this is my only ref
erence to devi l head. What I wro te  at the beginning is a copy of my original 
penc il transcrip t ion made soon after it was collected ; now attached to present 
manuscrip t . ] 

11238 . Here we have ano ther unique term : cunjurin ' rooten doctors ! Once more 
an only example and it means : root doc tors who also do a little conj uring as a 
s ide line ! [Wilmington , N .  Car . , ( 2 71) , 19 1 : 4+85 . ] My original transcrip t ion 
in penc il - made a few months after recording and later cros sed out for ink - is 
attached . 

11239 . The root doc tor  regardles s of  his various titles was usually ca l led 
"high man" on Dea l Is land and elsewhere on the Eas tern Shore of Maryland , the 
land between Chesapeake Bay and the Atlant ic Oc ean . There are o ther examples 
of  this name in HOODOO. [Deal Island , Md . ,  ( 10 7 ) , 20 : last item on record . ] 

11240 . S imilar to the preceding high man is high fo lks collected somewhere 
on the Eas tern Shore ; my only example of it  ( informant 130 , cylinder 45 : 1) .  
Original penc il transcrip t ion made at the time attached . 

11241 . S end a letter to  a root doc tor  [ explaining your troubles or ailment ] 
and he will send letter back telling what to do . [Wilmington , N .  Car . , ( 2 16 ) , 
124 : 2+85 . ] 

11242 . Put the root doc tor ' s  fee down anywhere in the house or  yard , he will 
get it and write a letter thanking you . [ There are a number of  good stories in 
HOODOO about root doc tors collect ing their fees by mys terious methods . Charles
ton , S .  Car . , (504) , 554 : 4 . ] 

11243 . "Years ago root doc tors were better . "  This is my original no te in 
penc il made from the original cylinder several months after it was recorded in 
19 3 7 . I am now at taching i t  to the f inal manuscript . What informant says is 
�· I met a few oldtime root doc tors , but even they had been influenced by 
commerc ialism and pseudo sc ience . For a mixture of these two , see MY FIRST 
DOCTOR , pp . 9 33- 948 , v . 2 .  [Wilmington , N. Car . , ( 309) , 235 : 1+85 . ] 

11244 . This root doc tor  said , "Nobody kin do this but me . "  Roo t  doc tor take s 
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snake out o f  woman but she dies . 
N .  Car . , ( 1 31) , 131 : 13+85 . ]  

People said she had tuberculosis . [Wilmington , 

11245 . When the doctor came he looked at it  [ something vomited ] and told 
my mother she had to move out of the house she was in ; if she didn' t ,  she would 
remain sick . She finally moved .  And when she moved she began to get better . 
[ The fact that the woman improved makes this a piece o f  good psychotherapy . 
Notice the ana lysis based not upon urine or feces but upon vomit ! ]  [ Fredericks
burg , Va . ,  Ediphone , 49 . ]  

11246 . S to ry of girl cunjured to bark like a dog . She go t down on her knees 
and crawled while barking . Old root doctor called in asks for a specimen of  her 
urine . Naturally one glance at the urine told her she was cunj ured . S tory lack
ed details , I did no t transcribe . [Wilmington , N .  Car . , ( 200) , 106 : 2+85 . This 
occurred near New Bern , N. Car . , years befo re I heard it in 19 3 7 . ]  

1124 7 .  "Man gave woman s ome candy to eat but her daughter ate it and took 
s i ck . [Mo ther then took daughter to a root doctor . ]  Roo t  doc to r  says , I saw 

DAUGHTER BECOMES ILL AFTER EATING CANDY GIVEN BY MAN 
TO HER MOTHER - ROOT DOCTOR SAID HE HAD BEEN CALLED 
JUST IN TIME - 3 DAYS LATER SHE WOULD HAVE BEEN DEAD 
HE TOOK A LIVE SCORPION OUT OF HER - RITE VIOLATES  
RULE YOU CANNOT BE  HARMED BY CONJURE NOT INTENDED 
FOR YOU - ROOT DOCTORS HAVE OWN RULES - INTENTION ALL 

you ever since yes te� 
day comin ' [see a lso p . 8 ,  
line 4 4 , for doctor for
seeing patient on the 
road to him] . You jis ' 
been three days later , 
he says , you would lose 
[have los t ]  your daugh

ter. She 's hurt . He put the s corpion in a bot tle after  it was taken out . It 
wasn ' t  for her but for you. This scorpion� had i t  s tayed three days longer� i t  
would have hatched and ki l led the girl . [ This whole s tatement violates the nor
mal belief that you canno t be harmed by hoodoo not intended for you . A few o ther 
violations wi ll be found in HOODOO , but normally the old rule was generally held . 
[Wilmington , N .  Car . , ( 211) , 11 7 : 2+85 , though this experience happened in S .  Car . ]  

11248 . ( Suppose a person puts a spell on me and that person dies . Can I have 
that spell taken off  any way ? )  

No sir , yo ' will die too . 
( I f  that person dies , I wi ll die too ? )  
You wi ll die . Yo ' won ' t nevah git rid o f  it . 
( The only chance o f  gett ing i t  off  is if the person s till lives ? )  
' Le ss  he lives . 
(What do you call these  people around this part  o f  the country that take the 

spells of f  you?  What do you call them? ) 
Call dem hoodoo . 
( Don ' t they have any root doc tors down here ? )  
Oh , yes , we have root doc tors . One right up de s tree t heah . 
{Well , now , do they get anything from the root doctors ? )  
Oh , yes , he kin tell yo ' [ if you are hurt ] . An '  dem some things [ he can do 

for you ] . He have medicine in roots . 
{Oh , he j us t  makes medicine . )  [He usually does more than that . ]  [ St .  Peters-

burg , Fla . , (9 7 7 ) , 1585 : 1 2 . ] 
11249 . He roomed wi th me . 
{This man that was ill . )  
He roomed wi th me an ' he tole 

he tole me , "Ah kin fix i t  s o  de 

�R DOES NOT TELL WHAT HE DOES 

me that ah had mah - mah luck wuz cPOssed. An '  
rentman won ' t come heah an ' git yore rent . he'll 

fo ' git about yo ' . " An ' so now whut he had 
did ah don ' t know , but anyhow ah paid him . 
[My ques tion los t by turning off machine . ]  
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No , he didn ' t tell me whut he goin ' do . [Little Rock , Ark . , ( 8 9 2 ) , 1464 : 1 . ] 
11250 . [ Only later did I realize the humorous and ghas tly implication o f  

those  words : a prescription to go to the graveyard! Only once in HOODOO is 
this sort of thing called a prescription ! ]  

Name o f  Magee • • •  
(Who was ? )  
• • • •  name o f  Magee . 
(Who was he , your granddad? )  
My granddad . 
(All right . )  
[ Informant be fore recording s tarted had identi f ied our doctor as his granddad 

( a  word I would not have used) as a man who knew tricks . To make informant re
peat this information to recording machine was the purpose of my quest ions . ]  

And he was sort o f  a fellow that knew somepin about tricks , you know . Well , 
in fact , he used to get - earn part o f  his living like that • • • •  [ in o ther words 

DOCTOR MAGEE DID TELL WHAT HE DID 
THROUGH HIS SON WHO TOLD IT TO HIS SON 
WHO TOLD IT TO ME THE AUTHOR - DOCTOR MAGEE 
HAD GIVEN A LADY A PRESCRIPTION 
TO GO TO THE GRA VEYARD 

he was a doctor . ] 
( I  see . Where did he live ? )  
He lived in New Orleans . 
(Oh ,  he lived in New Orleans . )  
Yeah . 
(All right . )  
And my father always did tell me -

leas tways he would be talking and I would be ' round the house , you know , and he 
said once that granddaddy had - his father had given a lady a prescription to go 
to the graveyard and ge t s ome graveyard dus t .  Well , anyway , her husband - this 
lady was going with another lady ' s  husband and she wanted to f ix this lady so 
that she wouldn ' t be bothered with him • • •  put her on a s ickbed,  and so  . . •  [ cylinder 
change s ]  and so he tells her to go to the graveyard and get  s ome graveyard dus t .  
She had to go be fore sunrise in the morning and get this dus t .  And she brings 
it back and she gets some spiderwebs and spiders and she mixed all this up in a 
little bag • • •  

(Did she ge t the spiders or  the sp iderweb ? )  
She go t the spiderweb s and the spiders too , and this graveyard dus t ,  and she 

put this in a bag and at that t ime , you know , people used these cot ton ticks -
you know , you could open • • •  [ I  interrupt . ]  

( Cotton ticks ? )  
Ticks , yes , and she had slipped this in this woman ' s  bed [by  cut ting the bed

tick cover and s lipping bag into the cotton] . Well , this woman was s leep ing in 
this bed and she - well , it gave her a backs et [a relapse in whatever ailment 
she had ] , you might say .  And this woman stayed in the bed for about three months 
and no doctor [M . D . ] or nothing could do her any good . That ' s - that was back 
trouble .  And so , well this woman - well , her husband didn ' t know what was the 
matter with her , either . And so she had him to come to my granddaddy and he did 
and s tated her case and everything , axed him could he help out any . Well , he 
found out actually how it was , you s ee - he knew all about it , see . Well , and 
he told her he would cure her - i t  [ culprit ] was a friend o f  my mother ' s .  And 
so he told her exactly what to do , and where she would f ind this here [ cunjure ] ;  
right up about , nearly by the pillow . And so she goes there and looks in there 
and there was this dus t and s tu f f  right in up there [4 theres ! ] . 

(What did she do wi th that ? )  
Well , she took this out o f  there and he told her to take this s tuff  and empty 

it out in [ the toilet under another name ] and it would be all gone away . She 
did that and well , there was nothing more about it • • •  [ she recovere d ] . [ Vicks-
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burg , Mis s . ,  ( 7 74) , 1064 : 2 . ] 
11251 . I t ' s  a woman heah from Florida an ' she claim dat she kin do all dese 

things , yo ' know . An' she say if yo ' be  goin ' with a man an ' he don ' love yo ' , 
say she kin make this man love yo ' ; an ' 

I 
DOCTOR CLAIMS POWER IN LOVE MATTERS 

said she ' ll fix it so dat chew kin git 
every penny he makes . [ Sumter , S .  Car . , 
( 1 3 3 7 ) , 2311 : 3 . ] 
1125 2 .  Go home and read the 109 th P salms , 

a few words from dat every morning . You know how it  read , I guess : Ho ld not, 
thy peaae, 0 God [ thes e  7 words correct ; from King James Version ] thy prayers , 

PSALM 109 - READ EVERY MORNING - DOCTOR DOES RES T  
etc . The 109 th anyhow . 
And in a few moments , j us t  
a few moments after that , 

we had a letter from [ about ] her [ their s is ter ] from the doctors in Goldsboro 
[N . Car . , from the s tate mental ins ti tution ] . We wro te my mo ther a letter that 
she was get ting bet ter , but what did the lady [ root doctor ] do , I can ' t say . 

( She wouldn ' t tell you what she did . )  
No . [ The arrival of  a letter soon af ter a roo t doctor was emp loyed may have 

been a coincidence , or a matter of rout ine , or perhaps root doctor knew a poli
tician who wro te to the s tate asylum for insane at Goldsboro (whatever i ts name) 
asking for a report . At leas t we have here ano ther good piece of therapeutic 
work - Psalm 109 : s top worrying , I ' ll take care of  every thing . ] [Norfolk , Va . ,  
( 46 7 )  ' 465 : 7 .  ] 

1 1 25 3 .  But dis was a 
know any thing about i t . 

neighbor of  mine telling me about it . See , I didn ' t 
And she said she would clean my feet up . Well , like 

YOU GOT ME TOO LATE • • •  I CAN ' T DO YOU ANY GOOD 
children are out playin ' , well 
they raised some excitement , and 
she goes out to quiet these 

children and while she was out , why this woman had taken some of this s tuff you 
speak of from her nails . She didn ' t take enough for her to no t ice that i t  had 
been gone . Then she was taken s ick and s tayed s ick so long , they said , " Get a 
aonju:re doator. " And this man told her , afterwards , says , "Didn ' t you trim your 
nails or scrape your feet sometime ago and a woman was in dere ? "  So she said , 
11Yes . " So he says that woman had taken the s tuff that come off your feet and 
your nails , have taken i t  in the woods and nailed it  up in a hollow tree . And 
be say it left you in trouble but you got me too late , say I aan ' t  do you any 
good. So  she said the woman died . [ There are a numb er of  these hop eless cases 
scattered through HOODOO in which the doator seeing the hopelessnes s of the ill
ness , has to provide an excuse why he canno t help pat ient . ] [Newport News , Va . , 
(485a) , 5 14 : 5 . ] 

1 1 254 . [Part 1 : ] Dere ' s  a rule dat dey work bes t - if yo ' take de young 
.aon - dere ' s  a time when we say de [new ] moon ' s in de bed [ there is ano ther 
example of this in HOODOO ] a growing moon , dat ' s  is yo ' work dese different 

A DOCTOR FROM NEAR WAYCROSS , GEORGIA 
TO LEARN HOODOO - INITIATION - OTHER MATTRESS 

arts to grow s tronger as de moon 
[ grows ] . 
[While machine is stopped I ask 

how he learned this work . ] 
Well , yo ' learn lots of  it  from 
mas ter craftsmen - people , older 

years , done made experiment on do s e  �ime people who have been following it  fo ' 
things an ' know de ones which will wo rk . 

(Are you from Georgia or S outh Carolina? ) 
Mah home in Georgia . 
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(Well , were you ini tiated into the work or did you learn it?  Is there some 
sort of an ini tiation? ) 

Well , dere ' s  s ome certain rules that yo ' should follow an ' shouldn ' t follow , 
some certain things that , as they say :  if you play wi th f ire , yo ' git burned . 
That is , after yo ' go so far it ' s  some things that chew wouldn ' t wanta do fo ' 
da reason dat dere certain things dat worry yo ' . Yo ' would have to carry a cer
tain burden dat chew wouldn ' t wanta carry ; more s o  a burden den yo ' would like 
tuh carry . 

( I  mean there is no ini tiation ceremony ? )  
Well it is a ceremony dat chew kin carry on when yo ' f ixin ' tuh perform yore 

work; certain classes of work , dat is , what ever yo ' gain ' in tuh do , dat chew 
kin carry on a ceremony . nat ' s  right . 

(Well , now , the reason I ask is that s omeone said over in New Orleans , over 
there , that if you wanted to learn to do this kind of  work , they would go 
through some sort of a ceremony ; ini tiate you and you , you know , learn your work.) 

Well , ah don ' t know anything ' bout de ' nit iation . It isn ' t anything about dat , 
but it ' s  j es t  a ceremony . Yo ' go through sompin j es t  lak yo ' consecratin ' yo ' 
s elf , for say ,  a certain thing whut chew gain '  af ter . nere ' s  ways an ' things 
as dat . Now yo ' kin - yo ' say yo ' fas t ,  an ' yo ' take a glas s of  water , an ' yo ' 
lie down or s i t  up in de room wi t chure arm folded to yo ' s elf s o  many hours or 
somp in lak dat . Well , yo ' kin do dat , j es ' consecrate . nat is if yo ' have some 
particular work dat yo ' care to go into . 

( But you don ' t have anyone else working that wi th you? ) 
No , not necessari ly so . Yo ' kin do de work fo ' de person yo ' s elf . 
(No , I mean , when you cons ecrate yourself , s omet imes over in New Orleans when 

they do it - sometimes they will have a lit tle ceremony and an altar and burn 
candles and things . )  

Well , yo ' can do dat , if yo ' wish tuh , yo ' kin burn candles . [Waycross ,  Ga . , 
(1086) ' 1 7 5 6 : 1 . ] 

[Part 2 o f  11254 : The following rite in the interview preceded the discuss ion 
in · Part 1 . ] 

A curse on dat hous e . Well , now , some o f  dose things - dis has been true . 
Ah know dis to b e  true dat yo ' kin do it dis way . Put it in fo ' de Lord . Well , 
yo ' say ,  yo ' s end out dat . You say ,  "Well , In de Name of Jesus Chris t ,  dat s ech 
an ' s ech a thing would b e .  Well , dey [ den ] say ,  " In de Name o f  Jesus Chris t ,  dis 
house ,  dat nobody kin s tay in , an ' it will not prosper . "  Well , yo ' cont inue . 
Yo ' concentrate on dat , but chao say dat , In de Name of Jesus Chris t dat s ech an ' 
s ech a thing shall no t be or  shall be . All right . Well in us ing dat word , den 
about every three verses yo ' us e ,  den yo ' say ,  " Res cue ! Rescue ! Rescue ! "  
nat ' s  a shore sho t fo ' dat . nat ' s  very easy . 

[ Some of doctor ' s  work has already been printed in volume 1 :  No . l2 19 ,  p . 434 ; 
130 3 ,  p . 44 7 ;  No . l33 0 ,  p . 45 2  (my only rite wi th hoecakes on the hearth) ; No . 2443 , 
p . 6 7 7 ;  and No . 26 5 5 , p . 7 2 7 . All these ri tes are f rom Waycross , Ga . ,  (1086 ) , 
this las t one 175 4 : 8 . ] 

11255 . An '  when ah wuz gittin '  roun ' , ' fore ah wuz married , ah mes sed up a 
young girl an ' dey had me in co ' t  an ' mah daddy go t me out of  it . Well , dis 
girl ' s  daddy met mah fathah one day , he says , "Well , yo ' b eat me outa dat case 
but , "  he say ,  "ah ' ve got anothah case yo ' won ' t beat me outa . "  

Mah dad say , "Whut chew talkin ' ' bout ? "  
H e  say ,  "Dat ' s  all right , you ' ll s ee one 
Mah ole man say ,  "Yo ' do s omep in tuh mah 
He say ,  "Ah won ' do nuthin tuh him. " He 

it . "  

day . "  
boy , "  say ,  "ah ' m  gain ' 
say ,  "Yo ' ll s ee it an ' 

kill yo ' . "  
yo ' ll regret 
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An ' ah wuz s leep in '  by mahs elf . 
wuz ' cross from dere , an ' ah wuz on 

Ah wuz in a room an ' mah mothah an '  father 
de bed wit de covah pulled up , up on me ' bout 

INFORMANT AS BOY HAD TROUBLE WITH GIRL - HER FATHER 
THREATENED TO GET EVEN - BOY HAS NIGHTMARE AND LUMP 
APPEARS ON ARM - HIS FATHER TOOK HIM TO OLD WOMAN 
IN AUGUSTA , GEORGIA - SHE GAVE HIM BLACK SALVE TO 
RUB ON ARM 9 MORNINGS - ALSO WHITE STUFF LIKE MILK 
TO DRINK 9 MORNINGS - 9TH MORNING TO VISIT 3 FORK 
ROAD - BACK UP EACH FORK - COME FORWARD EACH FORK 
AS HE STARTS OUT OF FORK ON ROAD HE HAD COME 
THROW ACROSS LEFT SHOULDER LITTLE BALL OLD WOMAN 
HAD GIVEN HIM - THE LUMP WENT DOWN - PART OF IT 
STILL THERE WHEN I SAW IT  IN 1939 - HOODOOED 1929 

so  long up heah [ demon
s t rates ] . 
(How old were you then ? )  
' Bout fo ' teen . 
An '  sompin pulled de covah 
o ffa me an ' ah taken an '  
pull i t  back . Ah thought 
it wuz some of de chillen 
in dere tryin ' tub scare 
me . Pulled de covah o ffa 
me s everal time - pulled 
de covah o ffa de third 
time an ' ah say , "Heah , 

quit pullin ' dat covah o ffa me . "  Pulled it  offa me ag ' in an ' laid me out . Ah 
said , "Yo ' git a whipp in ' if yo ' don ' git 'way from me . "  An ' de time ah says 
dat , dere somp in struck me resemblin '  a pin ,  an ' when it s truck me , ah j umped an ' 
turn ovah . An ' when ah j umped an ' turn ovah , dere it wuz , de shape of somp in in 
de cornah lean ovah me j es '  lak dis , but ah couldn ' t discovah whut it wuz , but 
it  was shap e  lak a man . An ' den ah hollahed an ' de ole man come aroun ' wit de 
lamp . Dere nuthin dere . An ' in five minutes ah wuzn ' t normal mah size . Mah 
arm j es '  roun ' as [ demons trates ] dis heah [ shows me his bare arm] . 

( Right there , oh yes . )  
[ I  failed to describe what I saw .  Was it worth descr ib ing ? )  
Well , he took me and carried me down in Georgia , tub Augus ta , Ga . Went tub 

a lady down dere , a ole lady .  She tole him ,  said , "Yes , dey git  him . " She  said , 
"Ah kin he ' p  him . " She said , "But i t  will co s t  yo ' $50 . "  

Mah ole [man ] said , "All right , yo ' s t raighten him out . "  
She tole him - she gave him some s tuff - it was real black . Look lak shoe 

polish in a box.  She tole him • • •  [ I  interrup t . ] 
(Was it a salve ? )  
Yeah , a salve-lak . But i t  felt lak i t  wuz grit in it . She said , "Rub him 

nine mawnin ' s  wit dat salve . "  An ' she give him some white s tuff look lak milk 
in a bottle . She tole him ,  ah wuz j es '  tub drink dat nine mawnin ' s .  An '  de 
ninth mawnin ' tub carry me tub three fo ' ks of de road an ' walk three fo ' ks o f  
d e  road backwards , i n  every fo ' k ,  an ' walk three s traight farwards , an ' when ah 
s tarted out de way ah come , throw it  cross  mah left shoulder an ' don ' look back . 

(What would you throw acros s  your shoulder ? )  
She give me a lil ' ball - a lil ' round ball an ' tolt me tub carry dat , an ' 

throw dat ' cros s  mah left shoulder . Ah did dat an ' so  ah [ the lump on him]  went 
down tub dere , see  [ demons trates ] . 

( The lump did go down? ) 
Yessuh , de lump went down . 
( That was when you were fourteen years old? ) 
Yes . 
{Bow long ago was that - ten years ago ? )  
Yessuh ,  ab out ten yeahs ago . Ah wuz married in 19 30 . [ Fayetteville , N .  Car . , 

(1392 ) , 2500 : 1 . ] 
11256 . Now dis was a hurt. An ' she was taken s ick with her s tomach and her 

sta.ach swole up , and we had a mediaine doator at firs t , and he didn ' t seem to 
� her no good , and she s tayed s ick about three months . My mother , she - another 
olcl lady , you know , come dere , and told her , "Ah know a lady could do your girl 
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good . "  And she as ked her who it  was and she told her , a lady named Mary Groom 

THIS SELECTION HAS 2 PARTS : (1) HER STO�CH SWOLE 
UP . . .  MEDICINE DOCTOR . . .  DIDN ' T  DO HER NO GOOD - FOUND 
OLE LADY - DUG UP ROOT KING OF DE WORLD - WHI SKEY 
ADDED - COULD SEE THESE THINGS . . .  RUNNING . • •  UP AND 
DOWN HER FLESH - COULD TAKE A PIN . . •  STICK IN HER . . .  
SHE WOULDN 'T FLINCH - SHE VOMITED MAGGOT S - CURED 
(2)  INFORMANT ' S  SISTER HAD SPELL - MEDICINE DOCTOR 
[M . D . ] • • •  DIDN ' T  DO HER NO GOOD - OLE LADY DIGS UP 
ROOT "LONE WORKER" [ ONLY EXAMPLE IN HOODOO ] - USE S 
S ILVER DIME SCRAPINGS IN SWEET MILK - AND POULTICE 
OF RED CLOUD PEAS - DIS POISON IN YOU • • .  KILL YOU 
IF IT DON 'T COME OUT - FROG AND S CORPION CAME OUT 

[or ] Grun . 
(What was the name? ) 
Mary Groom. 
(Here in Newport ? )  
No , in North Ca ' lina . 
( Oh ,  you are from North 
Carolina . ) 
Uh-huh . 
(Where did this happen in 
Nor th Carolina , wha t town? ) 
In Tarville . 
( Oh ,  in Tarville . )  [ I f  
Tarville s t ill exis ts , 
i t  dews no t have a pos t

o f f ice . There is a Tar Heel in the Dennison ZIP CODE DIRECTORY , copyright 19 6 8 . ]  
And she went and go t de old lady and she come dere and she examined de girl , 

my s is ter . And she went on dere and she s eed , you know , what was de matter with 
her . And she told my mo ther , says s omebody had hurt her . She said she b een 
des ired by a boy and de boy was going wi th another girl , and de girl give de 
boy s ome whis key and told de boy to give i t  to my s is ter . Well my s is ter had 
taken de wh is key and she drank i t , dranken de whiskey . Well , ever what it  was 
dat was in de whiskey , go t all in her flesh and she lay in de b ed . And de doc
tor [ M . D . ] s ay her eyes was bad and [ they ] b ough t her glas s es and [ he ] did every
thing , you know , he could for us . De old lady told my pappa , she says , "You 
give me $25 and I will cure dis girl . "  He went and got de $25  and give de lady 
and she went to work.  And she went in de woods and go t s ome roots , dug ' em up . 
And she told we all ' twas King of de Wor ld ,  and told him [ father ] to get a half 
pint of  whiskey and b reak it [ roo ts ] up in dat whiskey . I t  was j es '  about lak 
dat s tem dataway , about like dis - about dat s ize [ demons trates ] .  

(About a quarter o f  an inch thick . )  
Uh-huh and he b roken i t  up in lit tle pieces about like dis and put it in de 

whiskey , and taken de whiskey , a small whiskey glas s , and give her a whiskey 
glass ful every morning . Well , [ after ] she been given dat , you could s ee des e 
things j es '  runnin ' all up an ' down her flesh . An ' yo ' could take a p in an ' 
s t ick in her , right down in her , an ' she wouldn ' t flinch - j es '  like she was 
dead . An ' she lie dere den a long time . 

Ah ' m  goin ' tell how i t  was , good or  bad . I am goin ' to tell yo ' all of  it . 
(Oh ,  yes , tell me the whole thing - anything you want to say - go the limit . )  
An ' she ' d  taken it  an ' about Thanks giving morning de lady come back again 

an ' as k how she feels . She told her she was no t feelin ' so  good . She tell her , 
"Well you keep atakin ' dat medicine . "  She says , "What ' s  in you goin ' come out . "  
She tell mamma ,  "Don ' t you let [her ] go to no lavatory . You let [her ] us e de 
pot . "  And she let her us e de po t and she use de po t and she would vomit . She 
would vomit things j es '  like maggots . De lady told her i t  was maggots . Dat ' s  
what she told her . She told her dere was nes ts o f  ' em an ' she was goin ' to get 
dat out of  her , too . And af ter while one morning she go t up to de pot , and she 
us e ,  and she come to s t raining and s t raining , j es '  as training . And she go t up 
an ' she take de s tuf f back out - de girl couldn ' t [ could scarcely ] carry de po t 
out [ o f  the hous e ] .  Well , all of  us got  exc i ted you know soon as she told us 
what was in dere . Well she ' d  taken de po t and carried it out and in it was a 
piece of  whi te s tuff , sompin like a piece o f  fat meat . An ' my mo ther says b efore 
ah put my hand on it  ah should pour i t  [ p iece o f  fat meat ] on d e  ground , an ' 
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clean it  with water an ' wash i t  o f f  an ' take i t  up , an ' you know , give i t  to  de 
lady . She , we [went ] along , an ' poured it  out and [ the liquid ] sank in de eart ' , 
it went down in it - in de eart ' . After dat come out o f  her , well she got up 
den and could walk around . She couldn ' t even walk with it  [ before ] . And she 
got well and now weighs about 200 pounds . 

( She actually got well . )  
Certainly she got well and she really was dat way . [ 5 10 : 1 . ] 
Well , ah tell you about my spell . It  was about two years ago . Ah went to a 

party , a girl ' s ,  and de [ they ] pas sed wine , and she give me de wine an ' ah drank 
it . Ah went back home and ah was taken s i ck an ' ah s tayed s i ck about three 
months , wasn ' t  able to do nothing . Doctor [M . D . ] was ' tendin ' me every day and 
everything . Seemed like everything he give me was agains t me . Ah ' d  get wors e  
and wors e . H e  tole me to go t o  d e  hospital and ah wouldn ' t decide to go to de 
hospital becaus e ah didn ' t bel ieve ah was naturally s ick .  And ah s tayed roun' 
home and s tayed , and everybody told me , said , "Lady , you ought to go to  de hos
pital and be operated on . Mayb e you got ' pendicitis . "  Ah said , "No , ah don ' t 
believe ah got no ' pendicitis . "  Well , ah worried and worried and worried and 
worried [ thes e 4 worriedS are Shakespearian ! ] .  And ah was s taying with a lady 
named - de same lady we was talking about - and she says , "Mary , ah wish you ' d 
go to  de ho spi tal . "  Ah sai d ,  "No , Jiss Jenkins ah ' m  goin '  try ano ther do ctor . "  
And ah said , "My s is ter was s ick one time and we had a medicine doctor and he 
didn ' t do her no good . "  Ah said , "Now it seems ah got somepin someone want me 
to have" [ someone had put a spell on her ] . She said , "Oh no , maybe not de same 
thing . Maybe you got ' pendicitis . "  Ah sai d ,  "No I ain ' t . "  Well , ah got me 
some money , and wrote home to my people to send me some money , and ah took it 
to a ole lady named - ah forget her name , but she s tayed dere - ah forget where 
she s tayed [ here in Newport News ] but she is not here now . And she gave me - de 
woman got some [ herb called ] "lone worker" [my only example of this root ! ] .  

Well , it  grows in de wood , a little low bush , and she dug it  up and made me 
some medicine out o f  it . And I ' d  taken dat . I ' d taken it for awhile and she 
[ told ] me to get me a s i lver dime and a file and grate dat dime , and take it 
[ gratings ] in a p int of sweet milk . And after I ' d  taken it , to get me some Red 
Cloud peas [Red Cloud a brand name? ] and get me some [ kind o f ]  poultice . I t  
[poult ice ] come i n  a l i t tle flat can box ab out dat high [ demons trates ] .  You buy 
it in de drug s tore - 1 8¢ . And I ' d  got dat and taken dat and taken de o ther 
.edic ine too . Well , when I ' d  taken de dime , I could feel , you know , somp in j es ' 

going backwards and forwards , all j es '  in me . And she told me , you j es '  keep on 
takin ' it and wait awhile and nature will take care o f  it . Ah think [ to ] myself , 
"Dat old lady don ' t know what she do in ' . She can ' t cure nobody . Ah ' m  j es '  goin ' 
to die anyhow . "  When she come back to see me , she told me what I sayed about her . 
She said , "You don ' t think I ' m  go ing to  cure you , do you ? "  Ah said , "Ah don ' t 
know , don ' t s eem l ike to  me dat it done me any good . "  

(What did she say to  you then , when you told her that you didn ' t believe in 
her ? )  

She tell me , "You don ' t believe me because d e  medic ine i s  so  s low ;  but what ' s 
in you , you have to  go s low to get it  out of you . I ' ve had to go s low. " Ah 
said , " I  want to get well right away . "  She say ,  "Well it be somet ime before you 
get well , ' caus e you got some poison , in some whiskey or wine it was . "  Ah said , 
•Ah haven ' t got no wine . "  She said , "Did you go to a party on Wash Avenue ?" Ah 
said , "Yeah , ah certainly did . "  She said , "Didn ' t somebody look in de wardrobe 
and get you some wine ? "  Ah said , 11Yeah , dat 1 s what dey did . "  �, I know she 
vasn ' t  dere . She didn ' t know nobody or didn ' t see nobody to tell her. [ There 
are many examples in HOODOO of doctors who kep t their ears to the ground for  all 
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news floating about in the air . ] Ah s ay ,  "Yeah dey did . "  [ She s aid ] "Dat ' s 
when you got dis poison in you . I t ' s gona kill you if i t  don ' t come outa you , " 
she s aid , "but you don ' t b elieve in dat . "  She s aid , "Ah ' m  goin ' to tell you 
somepin . You can ' t get up , can you? "  Ah told her no , ah couldn ' t .  Ah thought 
ah could . Wel l , she to ld me to get up . Ah got up and went in de dining room 
and got me some water and come back in de b ed . She s aid , "Jes ' like you got 
up , j is '  like something go in ' come out o f  you . " Ah s aid , "Dere ain ' t nothin ' in 
me . "  She said , "What ' s  dat moving in yuh ? "  Ah s aid , "Ah don ' t know . "  She said , 
"Thursday morning you get up and get de pot  and use i t , and don ' t you look in de 
pot .  Get someone else to  look b ecause it  may scare you . "  Well , you know , ah 
wanta s ee anything come out o f  me mys elf so ah knows . And ah looked in de pot  
and dere was a frog in dere . Looked like a fro g .  And she told me i t  was a fro g ,  
and a scorpion about dat long with a red head to i t . She got dat out me . But 
ah know dat somepin can be done to p eople . Dat was about three  years ago [ 1 9 34 ] . 
[Newport News , Va . , (483) , 510 : 2 . ] 

112 5 7 .  [ The following document and the one preceding i t , mentioned later , are 
o f  social s igni f icance , the effect o f  hoodoo on mornings and family relationships . 
This woman was merely one o f  many informants who could express herself fluently 
and idiomatically . ]  

The next experience that I had , I had a vis i tor to come to see me ; a daughter 
[husband ' s ]  from Detro i t  and a daughter [husband ' s ]  from New Orleans , and a new
phew [husband ' s ]  and a [his ] girl friend . After they lef t ,  they made the remark , 
"If  i t ' s  the last thing we could do , we go in '  to s ee her los ing her home and not 

TWO HOODOO DOCTORS - ONE WHITE AND OTHER BLACK 
APPEAR HERE AND IN INFORMANT ' S  PRECEDING RITE 
SHOULD READ FIRST - RITE 9 75 ,  PAGES 36 9-37 2 

living with our father . "  
Mah husband - ah am his fo ' th 
wife - he has three s ets of  
children . 
They gets their younges t s is

ter - they would get the ingredi ents o f  what dey call go powder or  get away 
powder. This go powder would be placed on mah front porch and burned . I t  would 
leave a white acid spo t  on de f loor . Dat didn ' t s e em to make me go . They went 
an ' go t a o il an ' po ' d  it at mah front gate - ah kep t in touch with all of this 
work as they were going along . 

(What did they call this o il ,  did they have a name for that? )  
Well , the o il ,  as the get away powder didn ' t work , they got what they call de 

get away oi l - a l iquid o i l  so  that they could pour it  and it  would git  on de 
ground so  I would walk on it . Don ' t chew s ee ,  that carried it  in de hous e ,  and 
to  be confused with i t  in there to git it  on mah feet when ah ' d  pull mah shoes 
o f f . 

Well , that didn ' t s eem to work very much . They got a ole whi t e  woman [hoodoo 
doctor ] to come to mah hous e at the abs ence of me in the pres ence of  mah husband . 
She poured a liquid - s omething looks like lead melted - ah don ' t know the name 
of  i t  [quicks ilver ? ] ,  but she poured that on de f loor . And that was poured on de 
floor that I would have f ive years of  hard luck there - that I would be defeated 
finishing paying for that home - that everything , every effort I made I would b e  
defeated i n  i t , because I was determined t o  pay f o r  it . 

Well , after doing that they found I had begin to drif t ,  b egin to los e  interes t 
in the home - begin to los e  interes t in everything . Then the p erson of itself 
and the daughter had go t in a conversation together , from whom I had bought -
bargained to buy de place . She gave me a warranted deed , and this warranted deed 
s tated that there was no lien ,  no incumb erance on the said property that ' s  locat
ed at the corner of S t . Peter S treet and Plum S treet . I paid on that warranted 
deed , b elieved the s tatement af ter having two lawyers to  examine the pap ers . 
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They s tated that i t  was all right . 
Going on through this daughter and the individual that I bought from , they did 

something , ah don ' t know what it was , but ah became confus ed and left  home and 
went to New York . Jes t p icked right up and taken mah j ewelry and went on up to 
New York . Ah s tayed up there three months and three days . On the 27th day of 
June ah had a j ob working fo ' Dr . Friedman on 90th and Broadway . Ah was lying 
on de bed an ' - it was a Friday . 

(What year was this ? )  
That was las t year . 
( 19 3 7 . )  
19 3 7 . Ah got up and ah said to the madam of the hous e ,  ah said , "Ah ' m  going 

home , mah mind leads me tuh go home . "  I had got a letter that day and that 
letter , it j es '  looked like to me - i t  worked me up j es '  in de mood to leave . 
I couldn ' t unders tand why i t  was . I t  was nuthin wrote on the letter that was 
confused but only the letter s aid like this : 

Dear Elsie : 
When I sit on the front porch each day ah think of you and the 

chi ldren - i t  makes me fee l  so b lue, unti l I fee l  like screaming . 

Well dat letter j es t  worked me all up . 
(Who wro te this letter ? )  
Mah husband wrote the letter but the daughter done d e  fixing t o  the letter . 

Whatever they done to that letter confus ed me so that I had to come home . 
My money that I made [ author interrupts ] . 
( That was your s tepdaughter? )  
That was mah s t epchild . The money that ah made - ah bought mahself $ 1 . 2 7 

dress - ah made $ 34 7 . 80 .  Ah had that much bes ides paying mah bus fare and mah 
two other children ' s bus fare . I come back home and turned that money over to  
.ah husband . Ins tead of him paying the money on that p lace - yo ' see that how 
ah was hardtimed all de way through . I t  was unders tooden between the daughter , 
the person that ah bought it from, and the husband - to overthrow me in mah way , 
to defeat me of the home . He didn ' t pay it , he j es t  done away with it . When 
ah as t him ab out it , he j es t  put me off and ah never could get any information . 

So ah became grevious . Ah goes back to this same person [black doctor ] that 
ah carried these first  things to [ in rite 9 75 ,  pp . 369- 3 7 2 ] .  Ah said to her ,  ah 
said , "Pleas e mam, tell me wha t  is the trouble with me that I am defeated in 
everything that I put forth efforts to try to exis t to make a living . "  

She says , "You have fought a good fight . "  She says , "Yo ' goin ' tuh be defeat
ed ,  yo ' goin '  tuh be put out of doors . That ' s  the very bes t  you can do because 
the things that they have done is to turn everybody agains t chew , not to believe 
your s tatements of  whut chew say ;  whut yo ' would tell ' em when you would go to 
· � ,  that chew can ' t keep a j ob an ' yo ' can ' t keep any money . "  

Ah could have . Ah have had as much as $ 2 5 . I t  would go away from me , and in 
three days . Ah couldn ' t tell whut that money was spent for . 

She said , "Yo ' are fixed so that everything , -=a:.::l:.::l;.....;:;d:.::e�m;.;;o..=n;.;;e�y__;;;;a;.::n;.,.'--::e;.;.v-=e:.::r._y..;;t;.::h;.::i;.::ng-...._y-=o-' lit will go away from yo ' an ' yo ' can ' t tell what it ' s  goin ' fo ' . "  
Part of it ah ' d  give i t  to him - give i t  to mah s is ters . Ah would buy things 

�th it . Ah j es t  des troy i t . 
Through the year unt il Novemb er ,  that same t roub le of las t year that I was 

l!aving - I go to the party that I had bought from and ah said t o  her , I s ays , " I  
can' t continue - couldn ' t  no longer cont inue to pay yo ' on this property until yo ' 
so an '  s traighten yore taxes up . Ah have b een smart enough to find by the Home 
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Owners Loan that chew had a mortgage on it . "  And ah said , "You have go t the 
b igges t po ' tion of the money , which leaves me a small sum. " Ah say ,  "You owes 
$ 2 76 . 6 7 . "  Ah says , "Ah owes yo ' $ 325 . "  Ah said , "When ah ' d  gone today to the 
tax o f f ice , de man down there refus es to take mah money . "  Ah said , "Now , let 
us get together as friends , go down and pay thos e taxes off , "  and ah says , "an '  
yo ' turn the Home Owners Loan over t o  me that ah kin continue mah payments ,  that 
I would have a clear title according to yore warranty deed dat yo ' gave me . "  Ah 
said , " Then ah kin pro ceed to pay yo ' . " 

She says , "Well , all right ah ' ll go . "  
She went off  and she brought me back a verbally s tatement . You see , mah hus

band , the s t epdaughter and de woman all unders tood each other . So she came back 
and brought me a verbally s tatement . 

The s tatement was this : "Mr . Tooart said that the County and S tate taxes was 
mo ' important to pay then the city tax . " 

Ah said , "Well , ah don ' t keer whut Mr . Tuart says . "  
( Truehart ? )  
Tooart - ah don ' t know how to sp ell it . He ' s  a tax man . 
So she said to me - ah said , "Ah don ' t care what Mr . Tooart says to you , "  ah 

says , " it is necessary for all taxes to b e  paid to b e  a loyal citizen . " Ah says , 
"And that ' s  why we pay our taxes - that our city kin b e  properly cared fo ' and 
our s chool funds can be rais ed for our children to go to s chool , "  and ah s ays , 
" ah b elieve in doing the things that ' s  right . "  ' Now , " I say ,  " if he tells you 
that it ' s  more - one tax is more valuable to pay than the other - they all are 
valuable the same way . "  

Ah said , "Now , ah can ' t pay you any money until you do this - unt il you turn 
this Home Owners Loan over to me and let us go and pay the taxes . I have the 
money to pay you . " 

So she shut her mouth and talked with mah husband and this [ s t ep ] daughter . 
They let i t  Pot on f rom Novemb er up unt il the 5 th of  February . She never 

said anything at all to me whut was her intent ion . She then , when ah came in on 
Sat ' day afternoon which was the 5 th day of February - a neighbor called me as I 
was pass ' n  by , she called me by name , she said , "Do you know you are write up in 
de papers in Mob ile [newspaper] ? "  

[ I ]  tole her , "No , "  I says , " it ' s  good thing , "  I says , " that ah am . "  
She says , "Yore p lace is to be sold on the 2 8th day of this month for cash to 

the highes t bidder . "  
Ah said , "Where is it ? "  
She said , "Do you take Th e  FPess ? "  
Ah say ,  "Ah do . "  
Ah goes on home and I look in it and ah found it and ah read it . 
Ah goes to her and ah says , "Belle , "  I says , "ah don ' t feel that you have 

treated me right . "  Ah said , "Ah give you mah money three months in advance , "  
said , "me and mah chillun didn ' t even have their gruel cooked on Friday - didn ' t 
even have wood [ to cook it ] - to pay yo ' ,  an ' ah advanced yo ' three months at 
de t ime . "  And ah s ays , "However , if you f eel that chew dealt s quare with me by 
treat ing me that way , it ' s  all right . "  

I then l eaves her and ah goes downtown . To show you how ah have b een ac tually 
defeated every way . Ah come back home . When ah come back home , it was something 
spreaded - ah didn ' t git back home till late . When ah go t back there ah felt 
dub ious about something , and i t  looked like to me it was a latta white b each 
sand - sand that come off  near a creek where it was real clean - spreaded all 
over de gallery [porch ] . And as I walked up on the gallery ah b egin to do mah 
feet that way [ s crapes her feet ] - it was s o  thick on mah feet - s crape mah feet 
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and ah went on in de house . And ah said to mah husband , 
thing goin ' on wrong s ince ah left here and went to  town 
death . " So  ah didn ' t say anything else to him . 

He said , "What did you learn when you went down town? " 

ah says , "There ' s  some
ah ' m  j es t  confused to 

Ah said , "Ah went down there to Lawyer Gaston [ ? ]  and Gostrom [ ? ] ,  an ' they 
told me that they had come in touch wi th Mr . Vickers , the Home Owners laywer , 
and he had stated to them that ah would have to pay $40 7 . 2 5  or els e the fore
closure would be offered on the 2 8 th day of this month . "  

He [husband ] said , "That ' s  funny . " He said , "Well , ah 
yore j ust dess erts . You ' ve been def eated in everything . 
clothes and ah ' m  goin '  ovah there . "  

( Going where? ) 

guess  you have go t 
Ah ' m  goin ' take mah 

He ' s  going over the bay - over to  Locks ley , over at Dafney - " I ' m  goin ' ovah 
the bay . " So he did . 

So  this morning - after they had treated me like they did , and ah was defeated 
and all of mah lawyers and everything with the disadvantages that they had on me , 
that they had turned their backs agains t me - this morning , ah had a barn in de 
back yard was 10xl5 feet . Ah s ent mah brother word , tole him to come an ' tear 
the barn down , take it o ff . So he came to tear the barn down to take it off . 

To prove all the statements of the advantages she had been taking , she came 
out this morning and emp t ied i t  all open to me - tole me right to mah face . She 
walked out to him and she said , "Have the law give yo ' permiss ion to tear dat 
barn down? " 

He say , "What chew talking about ? "  
An '  ah was looking out o f  the window , the kitchen window and ah could see her 

out there . So ah walked out and ah said , "Good morning , "  ah said , "what is it  
al l  about ? "  

She ' lowed [ allowed = declared her opinion or intention ] ,  "Heah yo ' come t o  
interfere . You cannot take anything out o f  that house . You cannot take anything 
offa this property . I t ' s  orders by the law . And if you do , you ' ll be dead , "  she 
says , "damned and will live less than 24 hours , becaus e whom ah got working fo ' 
ae determined to kill yo ' ,  if ah can ' t git chew outa dis hous e by law . " 

Ah looked at her and ah says to her , I says , "Now , ah ' ll tell you one thing , "  
ah said , "for the respect that ah have for mah brother and mah children , " ah said, 
"ah ' ll see you an ' all yo ' cohorts in hell an ' me pis s in '  on top of yo ' , "  ah says, 
�efo ' ah ' m  goin ' be  actually defeated in everythin ' ah do . "  Ah says , "Ah still 
have a chance . "  I says , "Ah ' ms not a tramp , ah ' ms a citizen . " An ' ah says , "Now 
yo ' have come out verbally an ' told me whut yo ' int ends to do and whut yo ' has 
tole me an ' all of yore advantages . "  Ah says , "Tear de barn down , " ah says , 
"ah ' ll stand de consequences . "  

So he toe [ tore ] de barn down and when he lef t ,  she commenc e takin ' some thin ' 
in her hand [ demonstrates ] that way throwing at him . She says , "Well , if yo ' 
don' t  die , he will . " 

Ah says , " By God , ah come from a family of  fo lks that lives from 7 5  to 115 
an' , "  ah said , "ah ' ll live that long too . "  

So ah ' ve been defeated in everything through the advantages that they have 
�en of  me . Ah can ' t git  nuthin . Today I hasn ' t got one penny in de world . 

(What is the outcome o f  that s t ory - what happ ened to  the property , then? ) 
The property - they supposed to put me out doors Monday morning . 
(This happened recent ly? ) 
This j es '  happened today - happening today - working up to Monday ab 'm sup

posed to put out Monday . 
(Then your s tory about your husband leaving goes on to  this story? ) [Her 
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husband ' s  leaving is a separate s tory . Where is it ? ] 
Goes right on to the same thing . Yo ' see , his advantage was to make me 

leave . 
(He was also trying to make you leave . )  
He was the real obj ect [ ins tigato r ]  of  it all . He was to make me leave , don ' 

yo ' see ; den before de foreclosure was , that he could have it to say that ah 
walked o f f  an ' le ft  him . [ Mobile , Ala . , ( 6 9 3 ) , 93 3 : 1 . ] 

11258 . [ The beginning of  this interview has already been published in pages 
1515-151 7 ,  volume 2 .  S ince that selection contained only 1 1 / 2  pages of text , 
I have decided to reprint it here as its proper place , thus giving the complete 
interview ,  even its former introductory paragraph . ]  

DOCTOR BUZZARD OF NORFOLK , VIRGINIA 
COMPLETE INTERVIEW - UNUSUAL EXPERIENCE 

[Here is one of  those  li ttle b lack Buz 
zards pretending to be the fabulous 
Doctor Buzzard himself (p . l417 , line 2 ) . 
He , informant 464 , also makes one o f  

those  great entrances ment ioned in the INTRODUCTION - enters , says no thing , walks 
up to his s ide of the interviewing table , and then b lows f lames of f ire out of  
his mouth at me . A no te of  mine reads , "Wore a beret - a queer bird ! "  Another 
note of mine reports : "Thurs day , June 10 , 193 7 - No . 464 - Doctor J . D .  Buzzard 
[ o r ] Doctor Alayoon Buzzard - 800 Linco ln S t . ,  Norfolk" - Nwnbers Book 442-6 2 1 . 

Doctor Buzzard ' s consultation technique will be found on pp . 30 7-321 , especially 
margin title , YOU DON ' T HAVE TO TELL ME , p . 3 16 f . S ince o f f ice hours kep t him 
from s taying very long ( ! ) , his material is on cyl inders 453 : 6-456 : 1 2 . ] 

(My man [ contact man Carter ] was telling me that you have a very nice o f f ice . )  
I have . 
(Well , when these people come in - go to you - do they tell you their diffi-

culties and you help them? ) 
No , I tell them . 
(Oh ,  you tell them . I see , they j us t  come in and they don ' t say anything . )  
Don ' t say anything . I j us t  tell them what they want when they come in . 
(And then you know j us t  how to take care of  each case , what to give in each 

particular case . )  
Ab solutely . 
( Do you have special o f f ice hours o r ? )  
Nine t o  eleven - two t o  five . But today , on account o f  it being Thursday , the 

[ Something ] S treet o f f ices are clo s ed after twelve o ' clock , so I got to get there 
and tell the people ' fore twelve o ' clock . 

( Do you make any medicines ? )  
I do . I make a tonic for the body funct ions - diges tion , dige s t  all into the 

body . Go es to the liver , the kidneys , the bladder , you s tomach , your blood and 
your bowels - to eradicate cons tipation . And also make a wine tonic medicine -
a very good medicine to bring you vitality . You know , medicine is on the form 
of  vitamin A and vitamin B - regis tered in New York City under seal No . 7 393 , 
pass ed the Pure Food and Drug Law of  June 6 ,  1906 . 

Course there are three bet ter , three greater than I am - that Aunt Carolina 
Dyer . 

[ For  Caroline Dyer , s ee MADAM COLLINS o f  Memphis , p . l023 , lines 3lf . ] 
(Where does she l ive ? Dial ? )  
Dayer . She ' s  in Algiers - the ruling queen of  our class . 
(Where does she live ? )  
Algiers . That ' s  where we will hold our convent ion . 
( Supp ose a fellow is go ing out to get a j ob .  Is there anything he can do 
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especially to get a j ob ? )  
Lodes tone i s  one o f  the bes t things - and Adam-and-Eve . H e  can carry i t  in 

his pocket . 
(When you make gamb ling hands ? )  
[You take ] lodes tone , one s ilver dime , High John the Conquer , Adam-and-Eve , 

anvi l dust and nine Victrola needles . Then keep it soaked in Hearts Cologne and 
don ' t let nobody touch it . Keep it in your own pocke t where you have your money 
you gamb le with . You don ' t ever use quicksilver [ tin foil or s crap ings from 
mirror back ] in there . 

Carry the right hand little finger in their pocket . 
(Oh ,  the little finger o f  the right hand . )  
Little finger bone . 
(Well , what can you do with that particular bone ? )  
That bone i s  a bone to  keep evil spirits away - s o  they claim .  Now get this , 

I ' m making it plain now - s o  they claim .  Now , I ' ve had contact with dif ferent 
places and I - I ' ll make it , " S o  the res t claim,  not me . "  Because if I can ' t be 
right , unders tand , I don ' t want to  talk with you at  all . What they claim, not 
me . 

(Well , what do they claim? What about i t ? ) 
Claim it will keep evil spirits away , remove your enemies  and bring bet ter 

conditions to you environment . 
When a baby is coming up in a lot o f  these countries , there ' s  a snake will 

always come where that baby at . And as long as that baby plays with that snake 
that snake will not unharm [harm] the baby , you either . But if anything kill 
that snake , he ' s  liab le to call the undertaker for the baby . 

( The baby will die , too . )  
[ This snake and baby supers tition is usually connected with food , especially 

milk - see FACI , 2ed . , pp . 6 2- 6 3 ,  Nos . 15 71- 15 7 2 . ] 
[How do you ] (keep the law from the hous e ? ) 
That ' s  easy - 35 cents , that what it cos t . It ' s  easy to collect $50 for 

that . Go to the drug s tore and get a bottle o f  rhubarb [ liquid preparat ion ] .  
Go to your kitchen and get bicarbonate o f  s oda , which is nothing but plain baking 
soda .  Take the bottle o f  rhubarb and p lain baking s oda and ten dimes and cuss 
God with them and read John 3 : 16 [ "For God s o  loved the world , that he gave his 
only begot ten son • • • •  " ] . And j us t  take the [ b less ed ] water and sprinkle it in 
your front door and back door , and the law can ' t come in . 

( That actually will work . ) 
Actually works . 
(That you ' d get a small fine , or get o f f , anything of  that sort ? )  
Ain ' t no fines in anything what I use - walk in and walk out . I us e Ad� 

and-Eve - Husom and Bousum. 
(What ? )  
Husom and Bous um - hang ' em and s t rangle ' em and mas ter ' em - put ' em in a 

R9UCh with nine needles and nine pins and Black Eagle - that ' s  lodes tone . Keep 
it in your pocke t and no j udge can s entence you .  

(Well , now , suppose you tell me s ome ways people s ay ,  or that they c an  harm 
you in s ome ways . Suppose s omeone was trying to harm you , what would you say ? )  

I n  speaking o f  harming me , through my natural experience o f  5 1  years work. 
born in Abbadaba [Addis Abab a ] , Ethiopia , reared in South Carolina . KNOQI AS 0� 
�F THE MOST NOTORIOUS ROOT DOCTORS OF THE WORLD TODAY,  in other words • known as 
Dr. Buzzard • • • •  ! was in Charleston when [ I  stop machine . Twice I s topped machine 
to bring him back to the point . I had not yet leanzed, perhaps never learned, 
t:hat the "dcator" himse lf is as important as his rites ! ]  
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There ' s  several ways that a person can harm you .  Then , in o ther words , there 's 
s everal ways that people say they can harm you ,  you cannot be harmed . The foot
track [ I  had probably ment ioned it as a po s s ible source of harm] you canno t� 

harmed by it . Mus t  be something in the personal body ,  sweat on the arm o f  the 
shirt [armpit ] ,  the cro tch of the underwear , the sole o f  the sock , hair from the 
head [ thes e ]  can be used in a way to harm , which has been proven . Why ? Because 
in the natural experience o f  my owns elf , I know . Jus t now , I ' m go ing to [ s ome
where - his office? ] .  S ee , like I tole you [before recording b egan ] I had to be 
[ somewhere ] .  [To say that he was on his way to see a pat ient at home or in 
his office was an occas ional safety valve for some o f  the dOctors . It provided 
an excus e to depart quickly , if  he b ecame suspicious ab out my intent ions . In 
the present case I think he was on his way to his office and then to the case 
that follows . ]  I ' m going out there on a case this  afternoon . The mo ther 35 
years old , the daughter 18 , [ the mother ] married to a husband 21 years old . 
The daughter i s  put tin '  the mother out of the way in order to get the stepfather , 
and she is using the hair from the mother ' s  head . 

(What is she do ing with it ? )  
B y  us ing it in a sap tree - in other words , each and everybody knows what a 

sap tree is - placing it in there with a peg , nine mornings straight hitting it , 
the ninth morning she runs the mo ther crazy - no t dead , crazy . 

(Well , now , how would you handle a case of that kind ? )  
Take a case o f  that kind , it ' s  only one thing you kin do , that ' s  g o  into the 

woods and get : mandrakes , Indian turnip , olive leaf , S ampson roo t snakeroo t  
[ Samp s on snakeroot ? ] and rat t lesnake [ root ] .  Taking those root s  and comb ining 
them together and taking what is called the magic crys tal , locating the tree , 
removing the s top [plug ] and replacing that in there . That eradicated the cause 
that has b een placing it upon her . 

(You say , a magic crys tal ? )  
A magic crys ta l .  I have one . 
(What do you do , look into it ? )  
It  i s  used with salt and water - not the crys tal - it ' s  the magic crys tal and 

there ' s  only 2 6  of ' em made . As I told you , we hold our Convention in June . 
(Where is that convention go ing to b e ? ) 
Algiers , La . , right acro s s  from New Orleans . 
( I  might go down to it . Figure I could talk to anybody down there ? )  
D o  you want to  go ? I ' ll give you a letter of recommendation . 
(All right . )  
And by me being the president of it , s ee • • •  they once tried • • •  there was 7 2  

[ o f  us ] but by me being the president and one of the oldest  ones in exis tence 
today , unders tand me , you would be able to  get in there with a let ter of recom
mendation . All you go tta do there , ask for Carolina Dyer . [ I  ment ion Carol ina 
Dyer somewhere in HOODOO , she was supposed to b e  up in Arkansas . ]  You go to 
New Orleans and you cro s s  over to Algiers . That ' s  an is land . [ I  doub t  Algiers 
being an island ! ]  And then you kin get in there and come in contact - you may 
derive some benefit from it , but they are very peculiar . 

(I know , everybody ' s  different ; you know what I mean . ) [ They could no t have 
b een more peculiar than the man talking to me ! He may have thought the same 
thing about me ! ]  

Becaus e we hold our convention - we hold a gathering . Our convention will 
cost pretty near around eight or  nine thousand dollars . 

(What ' s  the name ? What do you call the convention , is there any name? )  
I t ' s a legal - I mean gathering of the workers of black art . 
( I  mean �  bas it any legal [ t itle ] - the Convention o f  So-And-So - something 
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of that sort ? Call it any name ? )  
Yep ! It  is the Convention o f  the Workers of Ahechey [ ?  alchemy ? ]  IN OTHER 

WORDS , BEING WITCHCRAFT . Some call it b lack art . 
(Well , now , suppose  a man left home and his wife wanted to  bring him back . 

What could you do to bring that man back? ) 
Well , I got - only thing , I ' m sorry , you say you didn ' t  want the witnes s .  
( I  see . Well , you tell me what you did to her , I ' ll b elieve you . ) 
Well , I have a case now that j us t  on this same cas e  here ; see , where you 

talked with the girl . Well , she was back here , now . 
I use graveyard dirt , red pepper - I use mandrakes ,  High John de Conquer , and 

blueveins • • • •  taking tho s e  and placing ' em into a comb ination together , placing 
them into a box twelve inches high , s inking it below the surface , and placing it  
on the s ide o f  the bed where she s leep s upon . Taking that s tocking and tying 
nine knot s  i n  it  and making nine wishes • • •  i n  nine days time he ' ll be back • • •  

(Well , is there anything to that ques tion o f  getting hold o f  your fingernails 
or toenails ? )  

(That ' s  a personal part o f  the body , yeah . 
(What do they do with those ? )  
Can take fingernails ,  take them to the graveyard at the hour of midnight at 

twelve o ' clock at night , and pray to Atomaha . And you pray to Atomaha , and then 
after you p ray to Atomaha , you take three grams of gins eng to • • • •  blackroot 
some people call it High John . Some of this flagroot  that grows in the woods , 
some calls it calomel , which it is  calomel . 

(Well , then , what do you do to make that , what you were going to tell me , 
with tho s e  root s ? )  

Then you take a ounce e landa [ ? ]  and after , you take the ba Lmeter o f  mandrakes ,  
and you place it  in a j ar .  You get nine rus ty nails , ketch the firs t rain of 
that month , and place tho se  nails and that ba Lmeter in the j ar .  Then you cas t 
it in running water , and there ' s  your result . 

[While machine is turned o ff  I returned to the magic crys tals :] 
Everybody can ' t get tho se magic cry s tals . 
(Well , how are you suppo s ed to get them , I mean • • •  ) 
You got to go through the clan [plan? ] .  Tho se crys tals are made by one 

special person , one special corporation . They co s t  all the way from $ 135 to 
$400 , and you gotta have ' em ordered special . 

(Well , now , on this "plan" do you pay dues or anything of that sort ? )  
They pay $ 12 8 a year . 
(You have o fficers and • • • •  ) 
We have officers , sergeants at arms , lieutenants ,  secretary , treasurer and 

pres ident , and vice-pres ident . 
(You what ? You do what ? )  
Providing she kin get her hands on ' em .  
( I  s ee . What would she do ? )  
With different little complication [ comb ination ] o f  herb s , such as I mention

ed , she kin go ahead and use that . Pat him on his shoulder , put some on his 
head , and the third day he ' ll be crying for her . 

(Well , where does she have to get that from? From somebody that knew how to 
do i t ? )  

Yeah . 
(Well , what sort o f  a comb ination o f  herb s would they use on a case like 

that?  Or what would you do , what would be the routine ? )  
The procedure t o  produce productive effects  o f  that would b e  this : Go to 

your drug s tore and get you a Solomon seal - only cost you a dtme . Then go to 
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an herb s tore and get King John [ that can be anything ] .  Also  af ter you get 
King John get what we call rabbit tobacco . 

(You call that rabb it tobacco ? )  
Rabbit tobacco , that ' s life everlas ting . [ Rabbit tobacco - the balsam weed 

(GnaphaZium obtusifoZium) . Life everlas ting can be any species of Gnapha Zium. ] 
Take the herb , the roo ts of life everlas ting and boil it until the water becomes 
a half a pint , and then add one ounce of Hearts Co Zogne perfume to it , and 
sprinkle it on the party . Have it in your hand and pet him on the head and 
shoulder • • •  

[ I  turn o ff  machine too quickly and mus t repeat his words . ]  
(That works in three days . )  
I ' ll guarantee to bring any man ' s woman back in 7 2  hours . 
[Here again we have the numeral 7 2 ,  firs t used as the numb er of members b e

longing to the black art convention , formerly meeting annually at Algiers , La . , 
according to our informant . The number here probably means the 7 2  dis c iples 
mentioned by the Gospel o f  Luke in Chapter 10 . But even here there was a lit tle 
hocuspocus : 6 days o f  Creation multiplying the 12 trib es of Is rael , etc . ] 

( Someone told me that lodes tone - the hairs grow on it . Do they , naturally ? )  
I t  does . No , hairs don ' t grow o n  it . They form and then you git anvil dus t .  

They call it lodes tone , you kin s ee i t  breathe . You kin even see it b reathe . 
( Do you manufacture - do you make hands for people? Sell hands ? What they 

call handS ? )  
Yeah , I make gambl ing hands , luck charms , moj os . 
Use the b lood from a chicken . Take nine chickens and use the b lood form. 

Take it  and f ind a s inner ' s  grave in de graveyard and bury the b lood from 
those  nine chickens after they have bled three minutes each - no t under three or 
over three . And bury i t  in the s inner ' s grave in the graveyard . It  will bring 
des truction to a home . 

(Three p ieces o f  silver? )  
Boil it  in quart o f  water , us ing High John the Conquer , pine tar , b irch ,  

mandrakes , snakeroo t .  Bath [ s crub ] your floor and the person will be back in 
less time than nine days . I ' ll guarantee you they bring your property [back ] 
promptly . 

(You don ' t have to go to go to law about it at all . ) 
145 3 South S treet , Philadelphia , name ' s  Bramberg . Look like he ' s  crying . 

Wears a turban all the time . Well , he ' s one of the clairvoyants .  I can name 
all the clairvoyants : King ,  High John , High Cock [ top ] , Red Onion , Beetum , 
Jabacadaba , P • • • •  Hawk , S inge , Placomb is dead , Dr . Harris is dead , Dr . Bayham 
is dead . There ' s  one more that ' s  dead , Aunt Carolina , she ' s  living . [ I s  this 
Carolina Dyer? ] Aunt Silver . 

I can name the clairvoyants down : Miss  Alrich , she ' s  all that ' s  lef t . 
(Well , how could a woman make a man give her his money? ) 
By us ing the sweat from the hankerchief . She wipes her face on it and boil 

i t  and give i t  to him in his coffee . 
(And he ' ll have to hand over all his money? ) 
No t all . I wouldn ' t say all , but the b igges t portion of it . 
[ I  think I was to meet him again . ] 

And I ' ll show you things that I done done . You ' ll s ee • • •  b ecaus e in my re
search work I want to help a person . Only thing I ask you , if you want to go 
there , ask for Alayogi [Allah Yogi? ] .  I t ' s  no use talking about it . 

(Alayogi . )  
Jes ' don ' t use Doctor Buzzard , because we under our s ecret oath . 
(You can trus t me ab solutely . )  
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Alayogi . [ Norfolk , Va . , (Doctor Buzzard) , 45 2 : 2-456 : 4 . ] 
11259 . What happened to me , what I did is  true . God in heaven • • • •  [ is my wit

nes s ] .  
So a fellow came to me one day and he said , "Bo" -

worked at  de Wharf Hotel , chief engineer over there . 

DOCTOR BOWES MY LOCAL CONTACT MAN AT NEWPORT NEWS 
VIRGINIA - COUS IN OF DOCTOR BOWES OF NORFOLK - SAYS 
" I ' M  GOIN ' T '  FAST • • •  I ' M  GOIN ' TO HAVE A DREAM" 
USES  PSYCHOLOGY ON YOU • • •  START BOOSTING THI S  FELLOW 

nothing [ says Bowes ] .  ' Course I ' m  7 1  all right , but 
(You ' re 7 1 ? )  [Author ' s  comment . ]  
Yeah , I ' m  70 s omething • • • •  
(Oh ,  you are 7 5 ! )  [Author ' s  comment . ]  

his name was Willy Webb , 
He said , "Bo , "  said , "my 
wife is gone . "  He said , 
"We never had a cross 
word . "  I said , "Wha t ? "  
H e  say , "Yeah . "  H e  say ,  
"They tells me you know so 
much . "  Ah don ' t know 

I don ' t know nothing . 

And I said , "Ah don ' t know nothing . "  He says , "Yes , and I dreamed it - some
thing , s omeone told me to go to you . "  I said , "Now ,  what you want ? "  He said , 
"Ah want s you to do s omething for me . "  I said , "Ah don ' t know what to do for 
you . "  He say ,  "Do someth ing . "  I said , "Well , all right , give me until tomor
row and I ' ll do s omething for you . "  He said , "What you goin ' do? "  I said , " I ' m  
iO'in' t '  [ going to ] fas t . "  H e  said , "Fas t for wha t ? "  Ah said , "Don ' t eat no



meat and don ' t eat nothing . " I said , "Tomorrow I ' ll tell you . "  [ Bowes ] said , 
" I ' m  going to have a dream . "  

So , de next day morning I got up out o f  de b ed and s omeone knocked at  the 
door ; knocked at the door and was crying j us t  like they was crazy . It was Webb . 
So Webb told me to do something for him ,  say , "Lord have mercy , I ' m  near crazy . "  
I said , "What ' s  all de t rouble . "  He say ,  "Well , a lady and her daughter used to 
stay at my house ' fore I was marr ied . And I went to work and marr ied another 
girl up de country .  And then we were o n  vacat ion , but I had conf idence and let 
them s tay at  the house till we come b ack . So  when I come b ack , in two or three 
weeks the t roub le s tar ted . "  I said , "Oh , I s ee ,  now . " I SAID� "DO YOU BELIEVE 
IN WITCHCRAFT AND CONJURATION AND SUCH? " HE SAID� "SURE. " I SAID� "WELL� DE 
BIBLE SPEAKS OF IT. " He said , "All right , what ' s  does that mean? " I said , "I 
SEE A COUPLE OF BOTTLES. " " God in heaven , "  he said , " there ' s  a couple of b o t
tles ! "  I said , "There ' s  a couple o f  bottles bur ied at  your back steps and , " I 
said , " the way you go t ta do now to get - is to get them b o t tles . If  you kin get 
dem bot tles , you kin s olve your t rouble . "  You unders tand me [ addres s ed to 
author ] ?  So I went dere - [ I ' ll ]  never forget . Dey was knee-high b o t t les and 
we dug at de back s teps and dug ' em up . 

(Well , how did they get there? ) 
Ah don ' t - after I looked , I f igured they [mother and daughter ] put ' em there . 

And there was some things working up in ' em like maggots working s tuff in ' em  
j us t  like maggots . 

So  he said , "What you goin ' do? "  I said , "Take ' em out in the back yard . "  
S o  af ter we dug ' em up , WE TOOK THEM OUT IN THE BACK YARD AND A BLACK CAT WAS 
JUMPING ALL OVER DE FENCE AT TWO 0 ' CLOCK IN DE DAY I A BLACK CAT WAS FOLWWING 
US DERE I AND WE FOUND SOMETHING SHINING! That b lack cat was j ump ing all over 
de fence . So  I looked and I said , "What is dis her e ,  Webb ?"  He said , "When will 
my wife be b ack? " I said , "The third day . She ' ll b e  b ack the third day . 11 I 
said , "Now you take that and carry i t  over town to the Warwick Hotel and throw 
them things in the furnace and you enemies , they will feel it and come over 
there . "  LOOK LIKE SOMETHING WAS DEALING IT TO ME WHAT TO TELL HIM. And so 
then ,  I went and carried i t  over there and there was a b ig stout woman came over 
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dere hunt ing for a j ob ;  claimed she was hungry , didn ' t have no thing to ea t and 
asking for a j ob .  So , I told him,  be careful now. Well . [HePe is the histoPia 
witahaPaft theme, buPn the witahaPaft and the witah will  appeaP usua l ly to boP
POW something, medicine foP heP pains, eta . ; but hePe the theme is almos t aon
aealed, unPeaognizab le . ] So tha t night , his wife hadn ' t come back .  So then he 
went home . That lady and her daughter come there that night and when they come 
there that night , they took a fountain p en and put poison [ hoodoo rather than 
actual ] in it and opened it l ike that I reckon [ he evidently demons trates how_ 
the pen was prepared ] ,  and s t uck it in the door . Af ter while - i t  was eleven 
o ' clock in the night and he went to open the door and from the dooP Pising -he 
s t ruck a match and opened the door and that fountain pen was in there [ dooP Pis
ing or saddle of door ] with them lit tle prongs [divided pen points ] like that . 
And there was snake b lood [ the poison ] in there : snake b lood and acid and some
thing else [ 3  ingredients ! ] .  I reckon that acid was there so that [ snake ] b lood 
would go in quick , you know . And so  then on the third day ,  his wife come back 
as I done said . 

S o , from this s tory ,  sometime I says I believe it and sometime I says [ end 
of  comment ] .  

S o  Webb ' s  wife d ied . Jus t l ike I told him,  I said , " If you all let t ing peop le 
coming in your house eating and drinking" - and af ter while she swole up . No
body , the doctors [M. D . ' s ]  d idn ' t know what de trouble was . And they sent her 
everywhere . 

( S omething killed her . )  [Newport News , Va . , (4 7 8 , DoatoP Bowes) , 49 7 : 1 . ] 
11260 . They kin get your socks and they get your toenails and any kind of 

lit tle d irt  from under your fingernails or toenails . When they get that , if 
they be around your hous e ,  they kin ge t your clo thes . And they take a lit tle 
p iece of your underwear and cut a lit tle p iece where you sweats . Well , they take 
all of that and put it in a bot tle . They goes t o  work and they gets  vinegar , and 
then they go to work and takes your natUPe [ s urely means urine here ] you know , 
if they can get your natuPe ; but if they can ' t get your natuPe , they ' ll go to 
work and get someone to get it  for ' em.  They will put all that in a bottle and 
take it and s top it  up . S o  when they s top it up , they ' ll put pins and needles 
and all in ther e .  And when they s top it up , you s ee ,  wel l  they uses psychology 
on you . 

( I  s ee . )  
They ' ll go to work , some p eople , and get someone to go round to s ee you . S e e . 

That ' s  the people is on [ know what ' s  going on ] you know . And then when he 
[helper ] goes to work and gets that s tuff , then he ' ll go to work and s tart 

boo s t in '  this fellow [ p rofess ional hoodoo man ] . You know , when they s tanding 
around , he say , " I  know a man will do so-and-so and so-and-so . "  S ee .  Well , dey 
done got you den . Well , if you are weak-minded , you believe that . S ee .  Then 
they go to work then and you get all up set . You know , by  being weak-minded they 
kin do so-and-so . Then they turn r ight around up on top of dat and say , "Wel l ,  
I charge $ 2 5  o r  $ 30 . "  Well , you know they are righ t ,  but someone went around 
and talked to you . I know a man that will do it . S ee ,  a strange man in town . 
Then , if you is weak-minded , you believe , you ' ll have confidence in ' em .  Wel l ,  
that ' s  the p eop le .  [Newport News , Va . , (4 7 8 , DoatoP Bowes) , 49 6 : 6 . ] 

.. 112 6 1 . [Mo s t  of the material 
DOCTOR PAUL BOWES - LOCAL CONTACT MAN AT NORFOLK from DoatoP Paul Bowes , my 

NOT A GREAT DOCTOR BUT A MOS T  WELCOME HELPER contact man at Norfolk ,  Va . , 
is on p ages 1 7 33-1 7 3 8 , cyl

inders 458-4 6 3 , g iven in volume 2 .  Not included in this collection are the 
following separate rites , all in volume 1 :  Nos . 300 , 33 7 ,  410 , 455 , 4 75 and 6 14 .  
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As I said , a few pages ago , this man was a cous in of the preceding Doctor Bowes 
of Newport , Va . ]  

I f  you can ' t read cards , well , you might go to a fortuneteller and he ' ll read 
for you and tell you where to locate  it . 

(You ' re speaking about reading tho s e  cards . Well , how would you read tho s e  
cards i n  order to dis cover whether a person is hurt o r  not . Is  there any special 
way ? )  

Oh , yes , a special way t o  do dat . You have no cards wit you , have yuh? Well , 
you might not be able to read ' em ,  even if  I tell you . I f  I s tart you o f f  • • •  

[ Several t imes I was asked whether I had a deck o f  cards . I never carried 
anything that could sugges t my s elling products , telling fortunes , healing , etc . 
Always I hoped to complete a small book o f  cunj ure and root doctor s tories and 
rites . ]  

You mus t deal three rows o f  cards , three cards in a row . Then you begin to 
s tart to read . But if  you haven ' t  never s tudied , it will be right hard for you 
to locate it then ; but if I could be s eein '  you from now on, I could sort o f  
give you ideas . 

(Yes , you j us t  g ive me an idea . Here , you put down three cards in a row, 
and you have three rows o f  three cards in each row . ) 

That ' s  r ight . Well , you might pluck up , say for ins tance , an ace o f  spades 
might come in next . That ' s  a bad card , i t  mean ' s death . Well , suppo s e  dat head 
is standing down . That means someone is go t de girl ups ide down . 

Reach over dis hand and you might turn up a deuce . Dat means the deuce for 
truth . 

All right , and here ' s  the heart ' s  over here . They ' s  goo d ,  hearts , won ' t harm 
or no thin ' . 

Dat ' s  the way you read dose cards , locate dos e  cards , unders tand? Well , you 
know, cards is a real - true book . In other words , they are made from the 
Scripture . You realize dat , don ' t you? 

(Yes . )  
And you shuffle them ole cards right and they ' ll tell you anything that you 

vant to know in the HOODOO LINE . 
( I  s e e . These cards when you put them down - these rows o f  cards - are turned 

down, and you turn them up one at a t ime .  Where do you begin t o  turn up thes e 
cards ? Where do you begin to turn them up? )  

You f irs t s tart f rom the left and go t o  the right . From the f irs t lef t-hand 
card read to the r ight all the t ime . 

( This way ? That way ? )  
Yes , that ' s  it . And they ' ll spell you out mos t  anything you want t o  know . 

[5orfolk , Va . ,  (Doctor Paul Bowes ) ,  460 : 5 . ]  
112 6 2 . The candles ain ' t much good , but it i s  an incense that you kin get 

and burn it , and talk to dis incense and whatever you want to happen , well , if 
you handle it right , i t  will sure do what you want it to do . I f  you want to 
draw de person or you wan t to s end ' em .  Either come or go . But you mus t have 
tba� HOODOO DUST along with i t . I t  ain ' t no good to draw along by itself , but 
i� has power . But it takes more than that , you know, to make it act . 

(Has that any special name ? )  
�or o f  Bang� . 
(�or o f  Bengum? ) 
that ' s  i t .  
(Incense ?  And you put this hoodoo powder with it ? )  
that ' s  the idea . 
(Is that hoodoo powder made specially , or do you buy that from somebody , mix 
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it or what ? )  
Well , yes , there ' s  people that makes this hoodoo powder and something that 

you kin buy from the drug s tore is used for other purpo s es , but you kin mix it 
together . Why it ' s  all right j us t  the same . 

(What would you buy in the drug s tore ? What sort o f  s tuff would you buy 
there ? )  

Well , you might g o  dere and get you a little High John de Conquah . You kin 
get that in a powders , �; mos t  any way you want it . Mix it up dere together 
wi th the perfume and so  on . Dere ' s  other little s tuff that you mix in it . Get 
it  lined up right and whatever you want to happen , it ' ll happen . [Norfolk,  Va . , 
( Doctor Paul Bowes ) , 46 2 : 2 . ] 

1126 3 . They tell me you git two rocks and you b egin to wo rk dat s tuff . If  
you git this gold-finding hand that I spoke o f , begin to  walk backward and for
ward from de front to the back doo r ,  and TALK TO DIS POT AND DEM ROCS WILL BOIL 
DE WATER IN DAT POT . 

(You do what ? )  
You kin walk backwards from de front door to the back door ,  after you git 

dis gold-finding hand , and you kin boil water in de pot wi thout a fire . 
(Boil water in the pot  wi thout a fire ? )  
Boil i t  over . [Norfolk, Va . , ( Doctor Paul Bowes ) 460 : 5 ; 4 6 2 : 2 ; 464 : 2 . ]  
11264 . [As I said in No . 7 228 , p . 3 216 , v . 4 ,  " I  met a galaxy o f  doctors in 

Charles ton , S .  Car . , before I had suffi cient experience to handle them . Two 
years later I would have been better prepared . "  This man has also appeared in 
the pre ceding text as follows : No . l221 , p . 434 ; No . l4 1 7 , p . 464 ; No . l638 , p . 5 0 7 ;  
and No . 2 209 , p . 6 29 . Here follow other parts o f  the interview : ] 

MAGUIN OR SAN MONGAIN - ROOT DOCTOR OF CHARLESTON 
USES ORIGINAL "JACK" = FETI SH = BAG HOLDING 2 ROOTS 
INDIAN CONQUER AND DEVIL ' S  SHOESTRING - SWINGING OUT 
ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS - ORIGINAL TOO IS HIS SWEET-GUM 
STICK CUT WITH LEFT HAND - BURIED - NEVER SEEN AGAIN 
HE CLAIMS TO HAVE MET THE FAMOUS DOCTOR BUZZARD 

Dey take de watah yo ' take 
a bath in , tuh do anythin ' 
tuh harm yuh . Dat ' s  only 
de occas ion of if a man 
wanta woman , don ' t  want 
nobody else tuh be wid ' er .  
(How would you d o  that ? )  
Well , dey take de [bath ] 

water and put it in a b o t tle,  nine needles , and de s i ll o f  yo ' doorway - cut a 
piece o f  [ a  splinter from] de s ill o f  yo ' doorway , [ dat ] piece of stick dere 
[points to  the saddle ] ,  de sill  of yo ' door - and dey put dat in de bottle . And 
you call her names and [ informant shakes imaginary bottle ] . 

(While you shake i t  up . )  
While you shake it  up . And den maybe she wanta go . Yo ' turn ' em [bottle ] 

back [ to you ] and she come dere - towards yo ' place [ demons trates ] .  
(You turn the head o f  the bot tle back to you and she will come back? ) 
Dat ' s  right . 
I f  he know de person and he s teal i t  -

know him, know his [ thief ' s ]  name - if he 
dis person , dis other person , and he will 
and he ' d  be in trouble . And in doing dat 
Indian Conker [ Conquerer ] .  

if  de person [ from whom it was s tolen ]  
haven ' t  git rid o f  i t ,  you kin make 
give it up , b ecause he figured on it 
you ' d  have to have de root chew call 

(Indian Conquerer? What do you do wi th that root then? ) 
You take dat roo t ,  de Indian Conker and Devil ' s  shoestring and put it  toget

her [ in a bag with s t ring? ] and tote it  in yore pocket , and she [bag ] spin around 
j es t like a top and tell yo ' who in dis section , who go t it . 

(You spin this around ? )  
You spins it around and until you asks i t  any ques tion you wanta , according 
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to how you feel i t . 
[Here we have ubiquitus Jack - an individual , companion , fetish - who answers 

que s t ions by swinging out the answers . Our great example of this device I have 
mentioned s everal times , the Jack-ba l l  (ball hanging from a s tring) of inf ormant 
No . l5 34 ,  the doctoP I interviewed in Memphis , who gave us that great page 125 4 
in volume 2 . ] 

( Then after you have found out who has i t ,  then what do you do ? )  
You go to the person and he ' ll give it up . 
[Yes , at  the time of this interview ,  the average thief would res tore the 

article if a doctoP was working on the case . ]  
( That ' s  when you found out who s tole i t ? ) 
Yes . 
(Where did you learn? Who taught you how to cure ? From whom did you learn ? ) 
My grandma was a Wes t Indies . 
( Oh ,  your grandmother was a Wes t Indian . I s ee . What part did she come from� 
Kings ton , Jamaica . 
(Where did she live when she came to this country? )  
Why she came down here in s lavery time • • • •  she died 1909 - see - in dis part 

of de country - to Meggetts [Megget t ] , South Carolina , Pos t ing L ine [pos tal ad
dres s ] .  

( Where did she live during her life in South Carolina ? )  
Over to • • • •  [ ? ]  South Carolina . 
(What was her name ? )  
Flora L inton , Milton • • • •  

[ I  mus t  have turned off machine accidentally . ]  
( Flora Milton . And she could heal p eople . She knew all this work . And you 

learned from your grandmo ther ? )  
(And she came over here in s lavery t ime . )  
Slavery t ime . 
( Did you ever hear of DoctoP Buz zard ? )  
I have known DoctoP Buz zard . 
(Was he good ? )  
Aw , his method all right . Some things was all right and some was not . Any 

man is good to kilt . Any man kin take a shotgun and write a man name and blow 
his brains out twelve clock at any time . 

(How did he do that ? )  
With powder ! 
(And he boos ted that kind of work? ) 
That ' s  his daily occupat ion . 
( I  see . How long has he been dead ? ) 
I t ' s round about s even - eight years . 
A root doctor mee t  a root doctor dey kin tell one anothah . Why ? Because de ' 

use a s t ick dey calls de gum-bush s t icks . 
(What ? )  
Swee t  gum . 
(They call i t  gum? ) 
G�bush s t ick and that come to cross ing their mind . You don ' t tote dat 

stick , but you cut da t off when yo ' first  s tart out and bury it in de ground . 
�11 , dey may have it buried in New York and may not go dere no more through 
life , and if I ' d  meet  chew and you do mine [my line ] , well I kin tell if you 
outen my line [ o f  work] . I kin tell . 

(Well , how can you tell , then ? )  
By d e  spiri t ,  us ing different points . 
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(You wouldn ' t ques t ion me or anything? You j us t  let the spirit tell ? )  
That ' s  right . See , I ' d  g i t  mad wi t chew; j es t  like two dog would meet one 

another an ' git  mad . Know then you was out of my line . You ain ' t no t in my 
line . But I ' m better ' em you but you ain ' t got to won yo ' point . Yo ' can ' t 
huPt me , but I kin huPt chew, but then I don ' t want you to be long wit me b e
cause the o ther fella think I ' m do ing the same work you do ing . That ' s  how we 
tell one ano ther . 

(You bury this s tick when you firs t begin your work before you take your 
firs t case up ? )  

That ' s  right . 
(And always leave it  buried the res t o f  your life , you never go back there 

again . )  
No mo ' .  
(Who cuts this s t ick? ) 
You cut i t  yo ' s elf . 
(And you bury i t  yourself ? )  
That ' s  right . Cut it  with your left hand? 
(You cut i t  wi th your left hand . And where do you bury it? How do you bury 

i t ? )  
A t  s undown . 
(What do you mean by that ? )  
Jes t like you s tick a s t i ck i n  de ground when de sun go down . See , i t  b e  dat 

tall [ demons trates ] maybe dat tall , and you beat it  down dere until you git it 
down to the ground . 

(And then you beat i t  down to the ground in the suns et - sundown - all the way 
into the ground , and then what do you do ? )  

Well , then you j es t  throw a penny in the hole and yo ' tole ' em what chew 
wanta do • • • .  whether you want to b e  de mas ter king or such and such a thing , or 
you wanta b e  de mas ter king o f  • • • •  o f  all roots , and don ' t want chures root to 
sour on hand - that ' s  why yo ' bury yo ' s tick .  See , i f  yo '  medicine sour and a 
person bring it back to  you next Monday , "This medicine ain ' t no good - it sour . "  
And you take i t  back and cure it again . Give dem the same medicine back and then 
carry it back there . 

(You never go back to  that s tick again , and you drive down all the way into 
the ground . )  

That ' s  right . 
( Do you do anything before you leave this s tick? ) 
No , j es t  pay i t  and then go on ab out chure bus iness .  [No other person men

tioned such a gum s tick . ] [ Charles ton , S .  Car . , (519 ) , 616 : 5 ;  6 1 7 : 6 ;  617 : 8 . ] 
11265 . [Here is one of  three interviews from Memphis , los t  because my tran

s criber mis sed them and I failed to return to them . I did trans cribe a few 
rites and made abs tracts o f  a number o f  o thers . 
this s election , reads : " 9 60 - will us e the bes t  
her : I woPks with wateP . Us e all her candLes . 

My original shee t ,  attached to 
of her material b eginning wi th 
Pencil transcriptions attached . " ]  

I works wi th watah . 
I bles ses mah watah • • •  

INFORMANT 960  - PROFESSIONAL HOODOO WOMAN OF MEMPHIS 
4 RITES : WATER - CANDLE S - S CRUBBING - FOOTTRACK 

I works with watah . 
( In what way do you us e 
this water ? )  
This watah . All right , 

now. Jis ' like if you were in a place of  bus iness [ us ually your own hous e ]  an ' 
you van ' a keep down evil spirits - in your home or  anything like dat - yo ' take 
a glass of vatah . Yo ' s ay the Lo rd ' s Prayer ovah it an ' yo ' set  dat watah up . 
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You unders tand? Yo ' change that watah ev ' ry 3 days . Yo ' throw i t  [ the water 
changed]  out o f  a s ide windah [ this is new in HOODOO] a s ide windah , you see , 
that ketches all the evil spirits an ' things . An ' then , j is '  like if yo ' wan ' a 
favor - yo ' know , unders tand , like dat , dat yo ' wan ' a  favor - yo ' git a glass o f  
watah , yo ' pray ovah i t . Yo ' pray ovah this glass of watah . Yo ' say ,  "In the 
Name of the Fathah an ' the Son an ' the Holy Spirit, " p lease let me obtain sich
an '-sich thing, that I wan 'a  do .  Please let me be successful a l l  my route or 
what I gon 'a  undertake to do . See , you unders tand . An '  then you drink that 
watah down . Well , all right . Then yo '  kin us e the watah in this way .  At 12 
a ' clock at night , j is '  like if  yo ' got some people you ' re workin ' for . Your 
people , yo ' know , in business .  You write all of those  people ' s  names down on a 
piece o f  papah . An ' yo ' take the glass o f  watah , fill it up , an ' put it on the 
2 3rd Psalm , open your Bible . An ' say the Lord ' s Prayer . You understand? You 
say , Lord, p lease enlighten these peop le 's  brain . Le t them be lucky, successfu l .  
Let de m  have their wishes . Take care of 'em, jis ' whatever you want done . An ' 
p lease let me be successfu l .  Don ' t  let nothin ' overthrow me . Please show me so
an '-so .  An ' then yo u  drink [ a  little of ] that watah down . You  do  that 12 
a ' clock at night , but you keep this watah settin '  up [ there ] . That [ trouble]  
goes away as that watah go [ evaporates ] away . Yo ' see , that drives them things 
[ enemies , evil  spirits , etc . away ] . A person may come in the house t o  try to 
do somepin to you and that ketches all the evil  spirits . That water ketches all 
the evil  spirits . [ Repeats ] That watah ketches all the evil  spirits . Then you 
kin sprinkle it over your place [house or  place o f  business ]  an ' say the Lord ' s 
Prayer [walking ] from the front to the back , j es t  as you sprinkle that [water ] 
that draws you in trade , if  you ' re in bus iness ;  an ' keeps peace in the home , too ; 
to keep peace , you unders tand . [Memphis ,  Tenn . , ( 960 , exce l lent, hoodoo woman) , 
these words on cylinder : 1545 : 2 . ] 

112 66 . An ' they kin burn you - they kin take a dark-green candle , that ' s  i f  
they have your name - they write chore name 9 times an ' they wri t e  acro s s  that 
[ the name ] [ that ] they move in 48 hours [my only examp le of reques t written 
across names making sign of cross ] .  An ' they light it exactly at twelve a ' clock 
at night . An ' then they say ,  I wish you wou ld move, s ee , call yore name , an ' 
then you repeats that ev ' ry 7 days until - if  you ' re a little hard to make ' em  
.ave , you repeat i t  for 7 days ; you know , if someone try to fight agains t you 
[by using rites to put out a candle being burned agains t him or her ] . [See v . l ,  
pp . 85 1-86 2 ,  Nos . 2943- 29 8 9 ; s everal under MORE CANDLE RITES in v . 5 ;  and rites 
scattered through interviews in vols . 2 and 4 . ] You repeat that for 7 days an ' 
you throw that around . They ' ll certainly move . [Here I either s topped record
ing to ask ques tions or informant herself decided to add a few details . ]  You 
vri te these names down 9 times on a piece of paper [ usually these are writ ten in 
a column one under the o ther ] . Then you write across  these names move in 4 8  hours. 
[ In similar rites a woman writes down a man ' s name 9 t imes in a column , then turns 
the paper ups ide down and writes her name 9 times across  his . This is called 
a?iting backhlards , or upside down. Here I am assuming move in 48  hours is writ
ten 9 times . If it is wri tten only once , then the sheet is turned s ideways and 
the words written at a right angle across  victim' s name . Also  pos sible here the 
order move in 4 8  hours is wri tten on a s eparat e piece of paper under the 9 
aa.es . ] You put this [9 names ] undah that [ s lip o f  paper move in 4 8  hours ] 
right in the saucer . An ' [ into the saucer ] you puts a little wat er in there , an ' 
sa.e !!!!· You set  all of that together , s ee , at 12 o ' clock at night . See , at 
12 o ' clock at night that ' ll make you move . [All this sounded easy at the time , 
bat I failed to  ask an obvious ques tion . I f  that candle is to b e  set in the 
ceater of the saucer , so that it res t s  on the two slips of paper , how can it 
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s tand up without fal ling over? Among pos s ib le methods : ( 1) a very small ( b irth
day cake) candle can b e  used : waxed to the upper paper and lowered into the small 
amount of water in the saucer ; ( 2 )  a round-shape tin can , opened , can have a hole  
punched in its  bottom, inverted over the  candles , and the can ho lds up  the candle . 
Moreover , the candle can b e  p laced in a ho lder and s e t  near the saucer . ]  [ ( 960) , 
1544 : 5 . ]  

1126 7 . Like i f  you running rooming house , anything like that . Well , you 
take , get you some brims tone , put sugar on it , and you burn that brims tone every 
Monday , Wednesday and Friday , and make a wish . An ' yo ' get chao some oil o f  
bergamine [ es s ence o f  b ergamo t , (Citrus Bergamia) ] ,  saltpeter an ' alum,  and Red 
Seal Lye [ trade name ] and sugar . And you mop from the front on back and you make 
your wishes . You mop exactly at 6 o ' clock in the morning or either 6 o ' clo ck at 
night . An ' yo ' b urn this brims tone , you throw i t  in the fire an ' you make your 
wish . [ (960) , 15 44 : 6 . ]  

1126 8 .  You kin take up their foot track an ' put it  in a snuffbox , an ' you 
puts some salt an' peppah in there an ' make a wish , an ' throw it in the runnin ' 
watah an ' then you kin do this [ I  interrup t ] . 

(What do you do when you reach the wat er? )  
You make a wish for them t o  leave town [ (9 6 0 ) , 15 44 : 7 ] . 
11269 . [ Here are s everal rites that dropped out o f  my Doctor England inter

view ,  when I broke it  up years ago , expecting at that time to print only one 
vo lume ab out hoodoo ! The former interview is on pages 1386-140 1 ,  v . 2 ,  cylin

ders 4 32-445 . Here are unprinted 
NEW MATERIAL FOR DOCTOR ENGLAND ' S  INTERVIEW 
THE MAN I FORMERLY CALLED DOCTOR ENGLISH 

sections : ]  
I t  is so  s imple and easy to bring 
a person back . Now, you may take 

the same thing what we call the devil ' s-shoes tring , the devil ' s-shoes tring and 
what they call the hearts leaf roo t . 

( The hearts leaf root . )  
[A  plant with a cordate leaf would b e  common . Is this a root-s tore name? ] 
They take ' em ans sulphur at zactly twelve o ' clock at night . A person kin 

burn that , that is one o f  the items . See , at exactly twelve , and concentrate 
on the person who by - you want them to return . [ 4 34 : 3 . ] 

11270 . You see , I ' m  like Doctor Eddie Murphy . I gues s you may have s aw his 
record , haven ' t  you? 

(No ,  I haven ' t . )  
Doctor Eddie Murphy? 
(No . )  
Well , you may come cross him if  you go  to Columbus , Mis s . ,  if  he ' s  no t dead . 
( I  s ee . )  
Now , I tell you . Eddie Murphy , he taught me . 
(Let me see , I ' ll put that doen . ) 
Columbus , Mis s . 
( Colored or white?)  
Colored . I met him at the Convention in 19 31 when I was down in Algiers , La . 

Er he sold his s elf  to the devil and he gived lots of ins tructions on different 
things . [Norfolk,  Va . ,  (456 , Doctor England) , 434 : 2 . ] 

112 7 1 .  (By the way , did you ever mee t  Indian Joe? A man named Indian Joe?  
I met him up in Richmond a couple o f  weeks ago . He  had some very fine things . )  

No . Well , the mos t  I was , I travelled with Princess o f  Mys t ery . I was wit 
her fer ten years . That was Princes s  o f  Mys tery who died in Chicago in 19 30 , 
March 14 th . [Would Chicago newspapers have anything ab out this ; at leas t the 
b lack pres s ? ] 
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(Where did she come from ,  by the way ? )  
She came from Asia . She came from Bombay , Asia . [ That I doub t . ]  
( I  s ee , she came from Bombay . )  [ 4 35 : 1 . ] 
112 7 2 . (Well , now , is Algiers a good place or no t ?  I ' ve never b een down 

there . Is  i t  so  good or no t , or is it j us t  a lot of talk ? )  
They really kin do what they say .  
( They really can? ) 

4179  

Well , those people who have gone to work and have sold theirs elf to the devil . 
[ 4 35 : 2 . ] 

112 7 3 . (How have you heard?  
some fellows sell themselves to 
heard about s elling yourself to  

What have I heard?  

What are some of these ways ? 
the devi l in different ways ? 
the devil? ) 

Do you suppose 
What have you 

( Some of the ways that some of these fellows might have told you that . How 
they have done ? )  

Well , they seldom 
( That ' s  their own 
Secret . But they 

say . [ 435 : 3 .  ] 

told me because that is to their secret . 
s ecret , how they did it? ) 
tole me , " I  deals with the devi l . "  See , that ' s  what they 

112 74 . And I ,  my ownself , I don ' t believe in that part o f  it . But I cures 
people and I make • • • •  

( I t ' s  part o f  your bus ines s . )  
I t ' s  part o f  my bus ines s . I cures people and then I will bet ter their con

ditions . [ 4 35 : 5 . ] 
112 75 . (You were speaking a little while ago about that convention . How 

could they hold a convention? ) 
Well , they generally keep s i t  two and three months . 
(What , every year or? ) 
Every five years , every five years . 
( Do they give i t  any special name ? )  
What they call i t , Magicians Convention . 
( I  s ee , j us t  Magicians Convention . )  
But you s ee , they from every part . 
(All over the country . Well , what do they usually do at conventions o f  that 

sort ? )  
They give you ideas o n  all different methods how they usually do ' s .  
( Some fellows invent a new cure o r  something of that sort? ) 
New cures and then they outline it and then they give you practice fer it . 

Each day so  many come in and practice on that . [ 440 : 4 . ] 
11276 . Now , in some of them , they goes in the woods . I have an old friend 

of mine , it is mos t  good for those people when they get ready to sell theirselves 
[ to the devi l ] to go on by another person . He will make him lay down . Then, vby 

vben he lay down , he wi ll call all the different insect [ s ] ,  and i f  he kin staDd 
fer them to go over him , he ' s  all right . 

Back in 19 2 7  I was called down here to a place what they call Cole Coran, B. 
Car . [No t  in Dennison U . S .  Pos tal Zip Code Directory , 1968 . ]  While I vas there, 
there was young girl who had j us t  returned from s choo l .  Well , they put her UDder 
an evil inf luence : she was pulling her hair out , screaming , wanted to ju.p iD the 
vell . So  the gentlemen s ent fer me . I goes right out and looks aroaad .  Shortly 
after I find a p iece of beef stuck on one s ide of the wall and the last piece was 
a piece o f  liver . So  I ' d  taken it all out . Somebody had taken sa.e (of - this  
.eat? ] and dropped it in this water and [ one of ] them board caskets .ada it be
co.e these insects [maggots ] into this meat . They were after pattiag ["after 
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putting" comes from Irish trans criber; leave out "after" ] insects into the water 
what they was drinking , become as though they had little snakes, but by pitching 
[throwing instead of  rubbing] i t  s tuck on the sides of the wal l, and on the top 
o f  the well , and didn ' t get in the well . 

( I  see . )  
The arrangement [ ruse] of making the person who do's all that to return to the 

well to show theirself up, you look to find two large oyster shells . The oys ter 
shells may be p laced into fire and burned slowly and gradually and burn 'em 
halfway - j ust about halfway . At exactly twelve o'clock at night, you takes 
them and pitch them in the well. The next morning you'll go out there and the 
person who did that will be standing up out there where you kin see them. 
[ 441:3.] 

11277. Then they kin - you may take the same skull and scrape a little of 
the dus t out of it,  send into a let ter and make a person either come to you at 
once or see you . [ 444:2. ] 

11278. Now , here ' s  another b lack art method .  This black art method was by 
this old - this here William Rogers . This is one of his authors. 

(Down in Columbus . )  
Right here in Berkeley , Va . ,  adjoining Norfolk . [His method ]  was to go to a 

ant's hill and look for the large s ize red antses . He gets nine of them out of 
there and kill them. Then he would go and look for a snail . Take him and shove 
him in the stove and let him parch up . Mix this together with lard , give it to 
a man or woman . Give that to a man and he rub that on his wife , the next man 
what have intercourse with his wife , his testicle bag will burst open. 

(Burst open . ) 
Burst wide open and kill him in three days time . [ 444:5. ] 
11279. Well, heah in '37 me an ' a fellah got in a lil ' tangle an ' ah went tuh 

a fellah an ' tole him. Dat mawnin ' when ah got dere , he had two or three pa
tients . Tole me tuh sit  down in de cornah , said, "Ah know whut it's all about," 

WHAT HAPPENS WHEN FUGITIVE RUSHES TO HOODOO DOCTOR 
GAVE HIM A STRONG DRINK - MADE HIM WAIT HIS TURN 
LATER GAVE HIM 3 PINS - BLUESTONE - A POWDER - BALL 
2 PINS STICK PARALLEL INTO PIECE OF STIFF CLOTH 
OR PAPER - PIN 3 STICK ACROSS THEM MAKING LETTER 
"H" WITH AN ELONGATED CROSSBAR LIKE THIS 
I-CALL AN "H" CROSS - USUALLY DOUBLECROSS +,tt 
WEAR THIS AT ALL TIMES AS A HAND OR MOJO 
DOCTOR SHOOK CLIENT'S [PATIENT'S] HAND 3 TIMES 
GAVE HIM A SMALL RUBBER OR WOODEN BALL - THIS IN 
A TIME OF DANGER HE RUBBED IN THE BLUESTONE AND 
UNNAMED POWDER MIXTURE - RUBBED HAND IN - THEN 
RUBBED HAND DOWN FACE AND BACK OVER HIS HEAD 
POLICE DID NOT SEEK HIM - NEVER CALLED AT HIS HOME 

said , "yo ' sit down dere . "  
Ah wuz scared . 
(Scared of what ? )  
Scared o f  d e  law ' cause dey 
run me ' way from de house, 
an ' ah went tuh him. He 
says ,  "S it down , ah knows . 
Dere ain ' t nobody goin ' 
bothah yo ' . " 
Ah says, "Man , lemme see 
yo ' a minute." 
"Well , "  he says , "j es ' sit  
down, don ' t worry . "  He 
says , "Ah know whut ' s  wrong 
wit yo' . "  He reached ovah 
on de trunk an ' got sompin 

in a j ar looked lak cleah oil. He says , "Heah, take a drink of dat . "  Ah took 
a drink of dat , an ' all mah burden jes ' went o ff. Ah sot down dere, ah reckon, 
all day , waitin '  on him tuh git rid of his cus tomers . 

Got rid of dem an1 he say , 11Now, ah1m ready fo' yo' ." He says, "Yo's a lil' 
warm, ain't chew?" 

Ah says , "Yessuh . "  
H e  said , "Why'd yo' hit dat man?" 
Ah said, "Hit whut man?" Ah make out lak ah didn ' t  know whut he wuz talkin' 
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' b out. "Hit whut man? " 
He said , "Yo ' know yo ' hit dat man on a certain night wit a piece o f  hea tah -

piece of  de heatah o f f  a stove . "  He said , " Yo ' busted dat man ' s haid . "  
Ah said , "Not me . " 
He said , "Yes , yo ' did . " Said , "Yo ' might as well come on an ' tell me . "  
Well , ah seed dat he know whut he ' s  talkin ' ' bout den , an ' ah said , "Yessuh , 

de reason ah hi t dat man , he started on me wit a pocketknife . "  
He said , "Yo ' win no money in dere? Yo ' know how far dey come from? " 
" Shure , far o f f - come from New Orleans . "  
He said , "We ll , ah tell yo' , ah fix yo ' up . Ah ' m  goin ' show yo ' whut ah ' m  

go in ' do . "  He say ,  "Ah ain ' t goin ' charge yo ' much but ah ' m  goin ' jes ' show yo ' 
whut ah ' m  goin ' do so i f  any thing else come up , ah ' m  goin ' charge yo ' mo ' de next 
time . "  

S o  he said , " Yo '  stay roun '  heah wit me tuhday , where dere ain ' t nobody . "  
Say ,  "Where yo ' wife?"  

Ah say ,  " She home . "  
He say , "Anybo dy roun ' near Henry S treet know?"  
Ah said , "Yes . " 
He said , "Well , yo ' send fo ' her . Ah wanta talk wit her some . "  
We sont fo ' her tuh come an ' she come up at eight a ' clock . He give me ano thah 

drink out dat j ar an ' he give her one. He said , "Now ,  don ' t be scared . When de 
law come an ' ast yo ' anything , yo ' got nerve enough tuh tell ' em." 

We so t up dere , an ' he said , " Yo '  want chure husban ' tuh go home ? "  
She said , " Yes . " 
He said , " Yo ' shure yo ' want him tuh go ? "  
Say ,  " Yessuh , ah want him tuh go . "  
He say , "Yo ' want him tuh try it . Git three straight pins . " An '  he got a 

piece of  b luestone j es '  about dat long [ demonstrates ] .  He got dat bluestone an ' 
he beat it  up right f ine. An '  he laid one o f  dem straigh t  pins lak dis an ' one 
across de o thah one lak dat , an ' put de othah point - de prong stuck an ' de haid 
out dat way . 

(You mean along - the two pins were in a row , and one was across them? ) [A  
letter "H" - here 2 crosses together , a doublecross.] 

Cross de o thahs , yes . 
( Like a long cross?) 
Yes . 
An' he got some mo ' stuff outa dere looked lak powders an ' put it  wit dat 

bluestone an ' stuff . Ah don ' know whut dat wuz , he didn ' t tell me de name of it . 
He said , "Well , "  he took mah han' an ' shook it  three times , an ' said , "Now , 

yo' take dis ball ah'm givin ' yo"' - it  wuz a ball about dat large [indicates ] -
•an• put i t  in yore watch pocket." Say , " Yo ' carry it  every day wit yo ' .  An' 
if yo• meet de law or see ' em ,  yo ' take dis stuff - git dis lil ' ball an ' rub it 
in yore han ' three times [ demonstrates ] ,  jes' lak dat ,  an ' rub it  on yore face . 
Rub yore face down twice lak dat [ demonstrates ] ,  an ' twice dat way [ demons trates] 
1alt dat . II 

(Twice down over your face and then twice back over your hair? Over your head 
vith your hands?)  

Yes. 
"An1," he s aid , "ah ' ll guarantee yo ' dere won ' de police say nuthin tuh yo ' . "  

J!e say , "I f dey do , yo ' come an ' tell me an ' ah ' ll do somepin else . "  He say ,  
-wow when yo ' go on home , "  he say , "yo ' goin ' meet de patrol right in front of  
yore house . " 

When ah got tuh mah do ' step neah de front of  de hous e ,  de patrolman comes 
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right by an' s lowed up lak he wuz goin ' s top . Dat wuz in ' 37 an' dey ain ' t 
been dere yet . [ Fayetteville , N. Car., (1392) , 250 2:3.]  

11280 . Yo ' kin take a pusson ' s  shoe an' yo ' kin measure de length of dey 
track an ' yo' kin go tuh a spring . De spring yo' know is 16 inches wide or 20; 

ROOT DOCTOR AT FAYETTEVILLE GIVES RITE ABOUT 
FOOT TRACK - MEASURING WITH SILK - TRANSFERRING 
MEASUREMENT TO SPRING - BRINGING BORROWER TO HIM 

de 20 is de length. If it 
ain ' t ovah 20 inches wide, 
yo'd measure dat shoe an ' 
measure dat spring fo ' ways , 
on dat shoe track. An ' dem 

people come tuh yo ' an ' dey borrow an ' borrow an' borrow . Well, yo ' got ' em 
s teppin' den , ' cause yo' done took advantage of ' em . Dey come tuh yo ' tuh bor
row a match or sompin all de time . Well , de way fo '  yo ' tuh do den , yo ' go ahead 
an ' yo' git chew some bear roots, lak it [root ] be ' s on [ in] de swamps. [Bear 
roo t I am unable to identify . It may be the b earberry (IZex deidua) of southern 
U . S . A . , or less likely the inkberry , a holly (IZex gZabra) o f  eas tern North Am
erica . ]  Yo' boil dat bear root good till it turn yallah .  Bear roots  are aor ta 
black-yallah roo t-lak . An' yo ' boil it an ' boil it an' boil it , until it git 
feelin' right soft-lak . Den yo' take dat out an ' clip 'bout dat much o f f  of it 
[ demonstrates] , an ' de fus t chance yo ' git yo ' pit [put] it  on anythin ' fo' 'em 
tuh drink - anythin ' . Well, yo ' gotta git some on anythin 1 yo ' give to ' em ,  or 
eithah yo' git a chance tuh put a piece in his pocket. He'll wandah away an'-

yo ' ll nevah see him . If yo ' git ary a p iece of  it in his pocket. 
(The spring you measure . You mean that has got water in it , a sp ring?) 
Yeah, a spring dat have watah in it.  Yo' measure it fo '  ways , with his foot

track - have de length of his track . But a s ilk s tring . Don' have no othah 
kind o f  s tring ,  any kinda silk s tring . Don ' care if  it ' s  of fen a woman ' s stock
in ' laig. An' measure it [ spring ] fo ' ways. If his track will measure eight 
inches , measure it , an ' if  it ' s a s ixteen inches spring , measure it twice fo ' 
ways [measure i t  twice on each of its  4 sides ] an ' yo ' can ' t  be wrong . Fo ' ways. 
An' i f  yo ' hit it jes ' right, he ' ll come to yore hous e de same time de next 
time . Don ' t care if it's ten a'clock in de day, yo ' done it, he'll be in yore 
house at ten a ' clock tonight tuh borrow sompin. He gotta know sompin it • • •  
[he must know what you are doing to him] . 

(What does he come to borrow for? ) 
Well, �· gittin' - worryin' him yo '  know. S ee, dat' s buryin ' his track yo ' 

know. Dat ' s  drawin ' him to yo ' ,  yo' know, by doin '  dat. 
(What do you draw him to you for ?) 
[Here is the s ecret of the rite.] 
Draw him to yo ' fo ' ?  Well, j es '  lak if yo ' s  mad wit him or sompin , yo ' know, 

an ' yo ' wanta aggravate him or somethin' othah, yo ' d  do dat. 
[ My informant ' s reason for drawing the borrower to him just  to annoy him does 

not make sense . A cons tant borrower you would want to keep away . Surely this 
is the remnant of a rite on how to bring a witch bewitching you to your hous e 
so that you could refus e to loan anything and free yourself from his or her 
spell. See "Never Lend to a Witch," No . l6338 , p . 8 75 and elsewhere in that witch
craft section, FOLKLORE FROM ADAMS COUNTY ILLINOIS , 2nd ed. ] [ Faye tteville, N. 
Car . , (1438 , roo t doctor) , 2607:2 . ]  

11281 . An experience o f  my own self . I tell you about i t. Few years ago -
a few years ago, j us t  I came to Virginia . Well , I came here with s ome kind of  
spell or something on me , and I would suf fer s o  in a way , you know , would break 
out with those fine spots [ bump s ?] and then they would dry up and when they 
would dry, I could peel it. I had days at a time when it would turn right rough
like and peel it out to my fingers - bo th arms. And usually my hands, anywhere 



- Hoodoo - Conj uration - Witchcraft - Rootwork - 4183 

about my face , it would turn dark . Well , I never had been my natural color since, 
and I come to be all splotchy and everything like I am . But after my husband 

INFORMANT WAS HURT SO THAT SKIN BROKE OUT IN SPOTS 
THAT DRIED UP - COULD BE PEELED OFF TO FINGERS 
SHE WENT TO A ROOT DOCTOR WHO SAID A BLACK SNAKE 
HAD CAUSED THE AILMENT - DOCTOR MADE A HALF GALLON 
OF MEDICINE FROM COCKLEBUR - KING OF THE WORLD 
BLACK MOSS·  [ OR BLACK DRAFT? ] AND OTHER INGREDIENTS 
PATIENT ELIMINATED [MEAT ] SKIPPERS AND GOT WELL 

came here , there was a man 
told him,  say , "you take her 
to Berkley [ the hoodoo cen
ter near Nor folk ] and she 
can get cured . "  Say , "There 
is a woman there . "  Her name 
was Jenny Bridge and she 
died four years ago in Ber-
ley , Virginia , on Berkley 

Avenut . And she gave me some medicine . I s een her making something . I didn ' t 
know the odor , but I knowed the [ something ] cuttlebone and I knowed the [ some
thing ] . 

(What was the firs t part of that medicine you mentioned? ) 
Cuttleburr [ Cocklebur ] .  You know in the field it ' s  sticky , stick in you . And 

King of the World [ this the second preceding "Something" ] - it ' s  a wood ,  and she 
had some black [ surely black draft or draught ,  & laxative ] .  I knew that . And 
she say that would kill effect [ of ] the poison. And she had green [ something ] .  
And she boiled that all together and she had some kind of other powders , but she 
wouldn ' t say what that was and I didn' t know what it was , but it s eems some kind
like alum. I t  mus t  have been alum, the way it would [ feel? ] on  my flesh , you 
know, kind of sharp . And then she gave me one big old halfa gallon glass j ug 
full of it . And it  make me awfully sick when I take i t ,  but I ' d  taken it because 
I wanted to get well , because I was j us t  a walking skeleton . I whar in a bad 
fix, but she told me , she say , "Well , you take this now , but what pass from you , "  
she say ,  "don ' t you empty your bucket o r  slop j ar . "  She say ,  "Let your husband 
empty it because it b e ' s  about him. " And I use it and he tell me to leave it . 
He was running a s tore you see , a grocery bus iness ,  and I leave it  fer him to 
come in . And one morning he got up , he said ,  "Now I will empty the slop j ar 
before ah leave . "  And he opened this j ar and he j us t  cried like a baby . He say ,  
"Oh , you ,  j us t  come look . "  An d  all that , you know, was big-like , b loated . And 
on top of  i t  it was like skipp les [ skippers ] .  You see skipp les come out o f  meat? 
[Yes ! Out of  country-cured hams . Skippers in S outhern U . S . A . , any maggot in
festing meat . Those in ham can j ump 50 times own length upward into air ! Some
where in HOODOO I describe my experience with them. ] I t  was j us t  as full of 
skipp les as it  could be . The skipp les j us t  branching out . They coming from 
worrying . They come from me . And you see I ask her the next time I went for 
another j ug of medicine , I say ,  "Miss Bridge , what is the trouble with me ?"  She 
say ,  "Why you was hUP t with a blacksnake in a s tale melon . "  She say ,  "That ' s  
why my body would get s t  • • • • • • • •  [ s teaming =fever ? ] . " You know I was terrified 
all the time . [Our doator , saying patient ' s  ailment had been caused by a black 
snake , may have had herpes [ snake ] or shingles , in mind; but surely much of the 
skin trouble in HOODOO came from pellagra , disease caused by deficient diet . ]  
[Newport News , Va . ,  (482), 503:10.] 

11282. Yo ' s  gwine down de s treet an ' yo ' j es t  pass an ' measure up on him . 
Yo' got a good s trong han' [hand for pro tection ] see .  Well,  he goin '  meet chew; 
yo ' goin ' meet him - gwine right on down to meet him .  He ' s  got a pistol and yo ' 

WORD ROOTMAKER RARE COMPARED TO WORD ROOTWORKER 
ain ' t got any. All right . 
An ' he ain ' t goin ' follow yo ' ! 
Why? Yo ' done went off  some

where and got chew some root - yo ' know what chew call roots - got chew some 
s tuff from some rootmaker. [ Jacksonville , Fla . , (599), 7 7 7:3 . ] 



4184 - Memoirs of Alma Egan Hyatt Foundation -

1128 3 .  Now , 
Beaufort, North 
where I leanred 

I was in Beaufort, South Carolina [pronounce Bu ' fert , but for 
Carolina pronounce Bo'fort] where de real herbsman is . Dat ' s  
it [from the ] leading herbsman [he means Doator Buzzard ] of  the 

country [ lived ] • • •  [ later I asked about 
any initiation ceremony]: 

WORD HERBSMAJI ALSO USED THOUGH RARE 
DOCTOR DESCRIBES FICTITIOUS INITIATION 
LATER HE USES THE WORDS HERB DOCTOR 

(When Doator Buz zard taught people , 
did he initiate them in any way?) 
Oh , yes. 
(Did he have some sort of  
when they became doators? 

initiation 
Or something 

What did he of that sort?  Some sort of  a ceremony 
do to make a person a root  doc tor?) 

or something of that sort ? 

You don ' t supposed to give them initiation s igns away , but ah kin show you. 
(Well, suppose you show it to me . If you can ' t give it away, show it to me.) 
[Informant gives a worthless  demons tration , faintly whispering while I co� 

ment: ] (put two hands back of your neck. Wash your hands in the wine , in the 
;at;r, and then stand back to back. Turn back , glass over hand . What kind o f  
glass? Mirror?  Spyglas s ?  Jus t pick a glass . And take and spell root ,  spell 
it three times . What do you mean by getting black?) 

The hands will t urn dark. The inside o f  your hands , after he has examined 
them. 

{After he examines you in your work , the hands will turn dark, if they are 
or if you are not pure.) 

He ' s  got a glass that he hold up like that , see . Big old glass . Then you go 
to the mirror . You put that stuff in your hands. 

[Informant is demons trating . ] 
(You put your hands agains t the mirror , �� !!£, three times . )  
If that hand turn black , why you are no good! [You will never be a roo t  

doctor . ]  
(Well ,  now , d o  you mean that if you should meet somebody in a different city, 

that you' d have any password so you could identify each other or something of 
that sort , or do you know each other? )  

No, ah got something to tell you . Every herb doator knows dere but one 
special one any part de city dey go . Give me de book and I ' ll tell you that. 

[Is he asking for my Numbers Book so that  he can write it down? ] 
(When you meet this f ellow, what do you say to him?) 
Them same words . 
[Informant makes some nois es ! ] 
(Momentary Rrr ? Momentary Ah, ah. ) 
An' you say this to me . 
[He says something I repeat. ] 
(I N T E. Then he knows you are a root doctor? ) 
Oh, yes. Suppose dey [a doator] come in here to you , j es ' say momentary , 

"Ah-ah," and he tell you , " I  love P .D . "  [ Charles ton, S. Car., {512), 583:1.] 
11284 . Ah went to a hoodoo an ' he tole me to git  a s ilver dollar . Ah don't 

know why ah should ' splain diz or not .  Whut [ah ]  am goin ' say now, yo ' know 

WORD HOODOO USED FOR ROOT DOCTOR OR WITCHCRAFT 
SHE - COITUS - TIES SILVER DOLLAR IN HIS SHIRTTAIL 

yo ' have her to tie dat knot into yore shirttail on 
best experience ah evah had in mah life. 

(Tie what kno t ? ) 

it ' s  kinda bad thing to 
explain. He tole me say , 
"Yo ' git on a woman an' 
while yo ' on dat woman, 

yore back . An '  dat ' s de 
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Tie a knot into my shirttail - dat silver dollar tied up into mah shirttail 
in dat knot. Dat ' s  de bes t experience ah evah had. She did it. Ah did dat . 

(What kind of  luck did that give you?) 
Well , ah wus lucky all de time . 
(In all sorts o f  ways ? )  
Yes sub. 
(You mean you had to be actually on her while she tied that? ) 
While she tied dat knot ah ' d  have to be on her . An ' ah tole her whut ah want 

to do, a s ilver dollar . [For a man to tie 9 knots in a s tring and to tie it on 
woman 's  back while loving her, compare 106 78 , p . 4044, v .5. ] [ S t . Petersburg, 
Fla . , (1035 ) , 1682 : 3 . ] 

11285. Yeah ,  a goiture [ goitre ] . You kin go to a spring [running water] an' 
i f  i t ' s  [ goitre] is bad, it might care [ carry ]  you away [ you could die ] . You 

HUMPADEE ( = HUMPTY ] - LAST NAME DUMPTY NEVER SPOKEN 
JOLLY WOMAN - ABLE ROOT DOCTOR - MY FIRST OF HER SEX 
APPROPRIATELY MENTION HER IN INTRODUCTION TO THE 
LAUGHING DOCTOR OF WAYCROSS [v . 2, p . l4 70 ] WHOM SHE 
RESEMBLED - AND REMEMBER HER: A WOMAN'S NOT MUCH 
BUT A MAN YOU KNOW IS THE "TOP PIECE OF THE EARTH" 
[v . l ,  No . l711, p . 52 1 ]  - HER RITE NOW FOLLOWING CURES 
GOITRE : COLD SPRING WATER DRUNK AS MOON WASTES AWAY 

kin take - now , you go to 
a spring an' get choo some 
watah an ' ever ' mornin ' , 
well,  you ' ll jes ' take 
that spring watah an ' put 
it in a pan . Well , when 
you put it  in a pan, you 
put a piece of  ice about 
so big [demonstrates ] in 
this watah an' wait  till 

it git real col ' . You kin put it on ice that night , i f  you wan'ta . Then in the 
mornin' pour it in a pan , then put a piece of ice on it an ' you know it be plenty 
col ' . Well, then you j es' take that like this here, look [demonstrates ] put it  
right on that goij ure [ goitre] . Well , put  it  on  there as  the moon hit [it ]  waste  
away . But choo got ta do it when it [ goitre] first begins . You can ' t let it git 
large on you. If you do , tain't no cure for you. [Richmond , Va . , (404) , 359 :5. ] 

11286. On 7ls t Psalm of David . See : Oh� Lord God in thee I put my trus t. 
N ever Zet me be put aonfusion in [be put in confusion ] . Thy have behoZdth from 
the womb . Thou art he that took me out of my mother's boweZs and my praise shaU 
be aontained in thee. [More or less like the King James Version.] 

ONE OF THE DOCTORS USING BIBLE - HERE PSALM 7 1  
TO KEEP YOUR SEXUAL FORCE - ALSO BOOTLEGGING 

This is the only Zuization, 
[Does he mean utiZization? In 
any case translate word remedy.] 
that I know of  to  keep your 

sexual force , you unders tand , away from you in that respect ,  and that don' t he 'p  
you very much , but the s till of that is  to  keep down - the enemy ' s force down. 
Says , Cas t me not off in the time of oZ.d age� and forsak e not my s trength� for 
my enemies speaks agains t me. And they that Z.ay was te my soul. take aounseZ to
gether. [Also from Psalm 71 . ] 

That ' s  the second chapter Proverb. There ' s  the 9 th, lOth and 24th verse, yeah 
of the 7ls t Psalm of David . Now , that's a very good portion of Scripture that I 
know dey use in that respect .  

(In what respect ? )  
I say i n  that respect what you asked m e  just now about . 
(About wha t ? )  
About the bootlegging proposition ,  yeah . 
(Oh, bootlegging, yes, if  you want to keep the law away from there . )  
I mean , that ' s a very good chapter ,  I mean for to keep you successful in 

[your] own undertaking there. [Richmond , Va . ,  (between 418-428), 377:5.] 
11287. You go kill a deer . 

· 
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(A deer ? )  
Oh , yeah ! Kill a deer . 

save the blood and save the 
I t ' s  a very tame animal . You kill a female deer , 
fat out of the s ide for a salve . I get that . You 

INSTEAD OF BIBLE - THIS DOCTOR HAD MEDICAL REMEDY 
FOR IMPOTENCE - FEMALE DEER FAT-AND-BLOOD SALVE 
THE FEMALE . • •  IS A LAMB AND THE BUCK 'S A MAN 
NOT BIOLOGICAL STATEMENT BUT RESULT OF MEDICINE 

know the female , what they 
call in the eas t you know , 
is a lamb and the buck ' s a 
man . Get that fat and fry 
it out . That fat , I don ' t 
mind giving that fat for 

that . That will bring it . That will fix him so that he kin have some woman 
about once or twice a month . That other thing , [whatever it was ] , I could no t 
give . It ' s  too deadly . [Norfolk ,  Va . ,  ( ? ) , 451 : 5 . ] 

11288 . They takes it [hair ] from de mole [mold of your head ] and after tak
ing it from de mole , they tie it up with pepper or salt , and then they kin put 

it with some one of your 

ZORRO - MENTALIST - FRAGMENT OMITTED FROM INTERVIEW 
soiled napkins . 
(The woman? ) 
Shore . And they practi
cally will come to be 

what you would say dizzy in de head . Then , again , it will cause them probably 
to lose a portion of their hair for a time , then he begins to work . [Norfolk , 
Va . , (Doator Zorro , No . 468 , his interview pp . ll58-1171 , v . 2) , 469 : 1 . ] 

11289 . [Margin title STATIONARY ROOT OF DOCTOR KING IN RICHMOND gave us a 
rare root indeed (No . 7254 , pp . 3235-3237 , v . 4) , but now the doator will describe 

DOCTOR KING AND HIS REMARKABLE 4 BROTHERS ROOT 
HIGH JOHN - LOW JOHN - LONG JOHN - SHORT JOHN 
CARE IT WITH YOU - YOU KIN DO ANYTHING YOU WANT 

for us an even rarer root : ]  
[ In answer to my ques tion about 
a man attracting women , the 
doator answered : ]  Well , in 
that ins tance you have to ob

tain them FoUP Brothers . Yo ' got to git  a High John� Low John� Long John� and 
Short John [ all together called ] the Conkah [=Conqueror] . Yo ' got to get all 
four of ' em , cuz one ain ' t gon ' a  do you no good . Yo ' kin git that in Beaufort , 
[ S .  Car . ] .  An ' they grows together but ever ' one of  ' em got a dif f ' rent leaf . 

(They grow detached but near each o ther� [Doator ignores or did no t under
s tand my comment to the microphone . ]  

Yo ' don ' t have to do nothin '  with it when you git de FoUP Brothers but jis ' 
care [ carry ] it with yo ' . Yo ' kin do anything yo ' want . Anything yo ' do is in 
yuh favor . An' specially if yo ' kin git clos e to a person to rub dat on ' em .  
Another thing , them FoUP Brothers is suppose to  protect chub . [ The FoUP Broth
ers of course represent the foUP coPners of the earth (The Reve lation of St. 
John the Divine , 7 : 1) which appear so frequently in HOODOO. A final comment of  
mine reads "not so  sure , may wait for par (allel) !" I s till had to  learn that 
each real doator had things specially his or  her own . This , my transcription 
made in pencil a few months after the recording ,  i s  attached here . ]  [Richmond , 
Va . , ( 393) , 347 : 3 . ] 

11290 .  Doator King ' s  account 
8 years old to Beaufort ,  S .  Car . 

of hims elf begins : from Columbia ,  S .  Car . When 
Not much in this for an extract .  Of course he 

worked or studied with Doctor Buzz ard 
( 341 : 9 ) . Next comes the s tationary root 
previous ly mentioned (342 : 1) .  Put black 

SOME MORE MATERIAL FROM DOCTOR KING 

cat bone scrapings 
etc ] . The picture 
year later I would 

on a photograph , if you are looking for a man [a criminal , 
turns light or dark , etc . [according to your question] .  A 
have learned more from Doator King about this . Later I added , 
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"Be careful in using this unless a par (allel) secured ! "  Nonsense! This was the 
doctoP 's own method ( 344:1) . A rite about snake eggs used to kill person ( 344:� . 
To take out frogs caused by frog eggs . Black seeds from a watermelon , horse hoof 
dus t ,  a tea made from. I comment doubtful.. Nonsense! ( 345:1) . "Yo ' kin take 
�man or yourself , either one , an ' if yo ' git some hair from down there an ' 
s top it up in a bottle with kerosene on that . Take away all your courage - away 
from you ( 34 7:1) . Rub kerosene on woman ' s  privates , takes her courage ( 347 : 2) . 
DoctoP King also appears in No . 830 , p . 288 , v . l .  I f  I failed , remember that 
DoctoP King was in a hurry , on his way to see a patient , but would meet me again 
the following day . He took a disappearing Poot ! 

11291 . [ In addition to the following material , there are other dog rites 
scattered throughout HOODOO , especially in that long group o f  cats-and-dogs 
together , 49 rites : No . l0881 , p . 40 8 7  to No . l0 9 30 , p . 4096, v . 5 . ]  

DOG - MEASURE TIP OF NOSE TO TIP OF TAIL - WITH 
HICKORY STICK - CUT STICK THAT LENGTH - CUT HAIR 
FROM TIP OF TAIL - BURY BOTH UNDER VICTIM ' S  DOOR 
TIE DOG OUT IN COUNTRY - THIS DRIVES VICTIM AWAY 

Git chew a s t i ck ,  cut off  de 
length of dog ; nos e ,  tail 
an ' all - de measure of his 
body . Dis little b unch [ o f  
hai r ]  d e  end o f  his tail , cut 
dis end of  hair , tail [hair ] 

off altogether an ' take it an ' bury it undah 
de dog an ' lead him outa town , give him ' way 
somewhere ] . Dem peoples will leave [ town ] . 

de do ' s t eps . An ' dey say yo ' take 
tuh somebody or tie him off  [ away 

(That will make that person leave - out o f  town . ) 
( I f  I wanted you to leave town ,  I would get a s tick . Any kind of a stick? ) 
A hickory s tick ,  a green one . 
(A green hickory s t ick and I would measure that 

i t  belonged to . I would measure this dog from the 
tip of i t ' s  tail , and would cut the s tick o f f  j us t  
the hairs of  the tail . Then I would take this dog 
place . Then I would bury this s tick and this hair 
would make you leave town ? )  

Yessuh . [Wilson , N .  Car . , ( 1509) , 26 76:2 2 . ] 

dog - any dog ,  no mat ter who 
tip of  it ' s  nose ,  down to the 
that length . I would cut off  
out of  town and tie  it some 
under your doorstep , and that 

1129 2 .  Take a piece outa black dog ' s tail an ' yo ' ll take some dirt [ including 
soot ] outa de back of de chimley where yo ' find des e ole clay chimleys . Take 

BLACK DOG TAIL HAIR - CLAY CHIMNEY SOOT - URINE 
AT ENEMY ' S  DOOR - BRING DEM DOWN TO YUH COMMAND 

some dirt outa de back o f  a 
chimley an ' den yo ' put dat . 
If  yo ' be  fortunate enough to 
git some of dey watah an ' put 

it wit dat dog tail an ' dat clay outa de backa dat chimley , an ' bury at dey ' s 
do ' s tep - at dey do ' s tep . Den , ah don ' t care how bittah enemies dey been to 
yo' or whatsomevah dey ' ve been like dat tryin ' to up [ to be upish , superior ] ,  
yo' kin bring dem down to yuh command . Dat makes dem make friends wit yo ' ,  make 
any kinda bad enemies friends . Ah ' ve heard dat ' bout de black dog tail an ' dat 
chimley dirt an ' a lit tle bit  of [ their ] urine [ sometimes ureene but chambeP Zye 
vas s till the usual word ] . I t ' ll make a friend . Put at dey do ' s t ep .  [Waycros s , 

DOG ' S HEART AND PAD FROM PAW COOKED TO A SALVE 
WOMAN RUBS THIS ON HER RIVAL 4 OR 5 TIMES CAUSING 

RIVAL TO HUFFER • • •  LAX DE DOG • • •  RUN • • •  TONGUE HANGIN ' OUT 

Ga . , ( 1138) , 1854 : 1 . ] 
1129 3 .  Ah heard dat 
dey take de dog , if a 
woman wanted tuh git 
somebody outa her 

way - no doub t  if , it j es '  a friend of hers [ get rid of a rival] . Den, if she 
would take de dog ,  prob ' ly kill de dog an ' take de dog 's heapt - it wasn ' t  de 
livah - it was de heapt of a dog , an ' den take de heapt [ center ] out fPom undah 
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his hoof [paw ] . Jes ' take dat p iece o f  meat out from undah his foot dere , an ' 
take de heart o f  a dog . An '  yo ' takes dat an ' yo ' cooks it  an ' yo ' makes a 
salve out o f  i t , j es '  cook it  down tuh a salve . Take de watah o f f  or de grease 
or whatevah it  is . I f  yo ' j es '  git dis on her any place - j es '  git some of it  
on  her any place , fo ' five [ 4  or 5 ]  diff ' ren ' times , den yo ' could cause dis wo
man j es '  tuh run an ' huffer j es '  lak de dog does. Jes ' run j es '  lak yo ' s ee a 
dog run ' long wit his tongue hangin ' out . Wel l ,  dis woman she would git j es ' 
lak de dog [ less attractive to man b o th were after ] . [ Fayetteville , N .  Car . , 
(139 1) , 2495 : 8 . ] 

1129 4 . Ketch a dog 
where [ demons trates ] .  

and git his - s ee , de place in a dog ' s  face right heah 
Pull dat hair out . An '  j es '  in de middle o f  his back , 

TO KEEP WOMAN FROM YOUR HUSBAND - HAIR FROM MIDDLE 
OF DOG ' S  FACE AND BACK - IN BAG WITH SULPHUR AND 
GUNPOWDER - TIE UP - DROP AND POP AS WOMAN PAS SES 

de same amount of hair dat 
yo ' pull out of his face . 
An ' put it into a rag , a 
spotless white cloth er 
rag . An ' yo ' put chew some 

sulphur an' yo ' put chew some gunpowder in dere - gunpowder and sulphur . Yo ' 
tie dat up in dere and make out lak yo ' workin ' in de yard . As yo ' workin ' roun ' 
de yard , take a look an ' s ee if  yo ' see either one of dem would have yore � ef 
yo ' worried about yore husband . If  yo ' see either one of  dem comin ' pas t yore 
house , yo ' j es t  take it up an ' take it  ovah to heah an ' throw it  dis way [ demon
s trates ] .  Jes t drop dat thing down . ' Co ' s e it got a little gunpowder an ' it  
will pop an ' it will break ' em up . Dat will break dem up , ah know dat . 

( That is if  this woman is fooling around with your husband , you do that to 
break them up . )  [ Jacksonville , Fla . , (594) , 76 7:4. ] 

11295 . Ef yo ' want a person to act like a dog , cut off  de end of a she dog 
and let it dry up and ground it into powder • • •  

(The end o f  what ? )  
Oh her , hers elf , de she dog • • •  

(Her private , cut off  the end? ) 
Cut off  a end o f  it an ' put i t  up an ' let it  dry • • •  

(A p iece o f  flesh? ) 
Yassuh and let it  dry , an ' when i t  dry j es '  sprinkle it  all over ' em an ' yo '  

have de nature o f  a dog • • •  

SHE DOG - CUT OFF - DRY - POWDER PIECE OFF HER PRIVATES 
SPRINKLE ON VICTIM - GIVE S  NATURE OF A WELP DOG - HOWL 

(You have the nature 
of a dog! How do you 
mean that ? )  
Of a whelp dog - yo ' 

howl - yo ' have nature j es '  lak a whelp dog . 
(Makes you howl - they rub that over you some way? ) 
Yassuh ,  have to rub it  ovah yo ' .  [Mob ile , Ala . , ( 701) , 960:3 . ]  
11296. You wanta man stay away from your hous e ,  sompin like dat , why you 

git a hair from one dese man [male]  dogs . S ee .  And j es t  - I ' m making reference 

THIS HAIR FROM A �N DOG BURIED UNDER A MAN ' S DOOR 
AND MAGIC WALKING AWAY ARE RARE AND INTERESTING 

[giving an illus trat ion ] 
now - j es t  like you wants 
a man , you figure dat a man 
worryin ' you , wi t you and 

your family . Why you ' d git  some hair from a dog . You git it  right off  de - you 
know where his tether at , you git some hair right from de end of da t .  All right , 
you git dat hair and you take a knife and you cut i t  up , cut it  up fine . All 
right , after you cut dat hair up fine you carry it and you put it to dis .fellah 
door, right under de s t ep . See , and bury it  about three or four inches . See . 
After you bury it about three or four inches , you walk away from de hous e about 
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ten s t eps . Af ter walking away from de hous e about ten steps all r ight , you walk 
backward about five steps - backwards . S ee. You walk five steps backwards . 
All right, don ' t walk de way you walked de first t ime , dose ten feet . [Walk 
backwards at an angle . ] All right, after you walk backward now , gotta walk side
ways about 20 feet - s ideways . And then you keep on about chure business and go 
on home. That'll keep him away from your house. See, he'll never come back. 
[Those preceding words hair right from de end of dat I unders tood at the time 

but failed to annotate their meaning to the cylinder . They could signify the 
end of the rope and hair from around the male dog ' s  neck . These hairs then 
would have tied the victim down to his own home , kep t him away . If  so , surely 
the hairs would not have been cut up . Or would they? I s till think these are 
phallic dog hairs cut up and buried at the victim ' s door . That leaving , the 
st eps forwards ,  walking backwards at an angle, and finally sideways at a right 
angle, is my only example in HOODOO, though there are many examples of magic 
walking away . ]  [Charleston , S. Car . , (511) , 5 79:5 . ]  

1129 7 .  If someone done any harm to yo ', yo ' ketch yo' a dog- not chure dog , 
neither yor� cat - an ' yo ' take dis dog an ' shave de hair from right  underneath 

• 
IF SOMEONE HARMS YOU - CUT UNDER-TAIL HAIR FROM DOG 
HOT YOURS - PUT IN EGG SHELL WITH SULPHUR - PARCH 
BURY AT STEP - HARMER ASKS FORGIVENESS OR LEAVES 

his tail , right dead up 
clo se to his tail as pos
s ible. Shave it off an ' 
take dat an ' take an aig, 
an ' break dis aig an' take 

de yellah out o f  it an ' leave de white , an' den yo ' put dis hair in dat shell . 
Den yo' set it in de s tove wit a little sulphur in it  an' parch it . Jes ' set it  
in dere lak yo ' bake a apple an ' s et it in dere till it ' s parched till it crumble 
down de center . Don ' t yo' have to mash it - j es'  crumble down in de pan . Den 
yo' take it out an ' bury it  at de front s tep . Dis individual who have done 
somepin to yo' will come back- come back to yo' an' beg yore pardon - either 
[or] he will go so far away till yo ' ll nevah have no contact wit him any mo' . 
Dat ' s  whut dat ' ll do. 

(That is all you have to do - use that dog hair and that eggshell and the 
sulphur?) 

An' de sulphur . [Savannah, Ga . , (1279 ) , 2176 : 6 . ] 
11298 .  C ertain kind o f  things about de bristle o f  a dog. Git de bristle of  

a dog, nine s trands [hairs ] o f  it. An ' yo ' git dat bris tle an' yo ' know, yo ' kin 

9 DOG BRI STLES - WRAP IN VI CTIM ' S CLOTHES - CRAZY 
take it an' wrap it up. Ball 
de clo thes up in it an' he be 
mad all de time . No satis-

faction no way atal l .  Mad all de time an ' den he ' ll jest naturally go crazy . 
(You j ust get these bristles from the dog . ) 
People say dey know dat s hore to b e  done . [Waycross , Ga., ( 1074), 1739 : 5 . ] 
1129 9 . If yo' have a little dog of  some sort, cut dis dog tail off  [hair 

from tail ? ] an' burn it . An ' git chew some gunpowder an ' some gasoline an' burn 

DOG'S TAIL AND GUNPOWDER - BURN WITH GASOLINE 
ASHES UNDER ENEMY'S DOORSTEP CAUSES CONFUSION 

it  [hair ] up. An ' take de ashes 
an' carry it dere .  Set it dere -
don ' t let no one see - by night . 
Throw it in dere front do' an ' 

10 off on by . Dey never will wanta live dere any mo ' .  
(What do you do that for ? )  
Dat's to run 'em out from dere . 
(Run them out o f  the house , to cause confusion in the home , chase them out 

so they finally break up . [ S t . Petersburg, Fla. ( 1043),  1693:11.] 
11300. Got de hair from a dog - git it  from right o ff his right hip - an ' 
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yo' take dat hair an' put it  in some coffee . An '  if yo ' got anybody dat chew, 

HAIR FROM RIGHT HIP OF DOG 
IN COFFEE OF DISLIKED PERSON 
WHO THEN GIVES YOU NO TROUBLE 

chew dis like around yore house , yo' j es '  give 
' em dat an ' let ' em drink de coffee up, off dat 
dog hair . Well , yo' won't have no trouble. 
(The right  hip you say. The front or back? ) 
De back one [ the leg a dog lifts ? ] . [ Bruns-

wick, Ga . ,  (1188), 2005:7.] 
11301 . Ah heard dat chew could git  

git  his blood from him an ' put it into 
de blood from a dog ,  a black dog. Jes ' 
- j es' lak ah git de dog's blood , see , 

BLOOD OF BLACK DOG - INTO YOUR COFFEE OR DRINKS 
YO' HAVE A DOG IN YO ' • • •  SICK ON DE STOMIC ALWAYS 

an '  put it into yore coffee 
whut chew drink , or water , 
anything yo ' drink, Let yo' 
drink it an ' , well , yo ' have 

a dog in yo ' .  Mos t everything 
cross, Ga . , (1136), 1849:7.] 

yo ' eat will make yo' s ick on de stomic. [Way-

11302. [There are a number of  these dog-in-you beliefs and rites in HOODOO:] 
I have heard ab out people putting a spell on a person and that spell killed them, 
and while they are dying they bark like a dog . [ New York City, by hand, inform
ant No . 1 , Julia, f rom N. Car . ] 

11303 . They s ay you can put something on them and they will howl like a dog. 
[Newport News ,  Va., Ediphone , informant No.28. ]  

11304 . Dey use hair o f f a  a dog fo ' whut ah heard. Ah heard that if  a person 
git a nail s tuck in dey feet an' yo' shave de dog an ' put de hair on dere, it ' s  

DOG HAIR APPLIED TO NAIL WOUND CURES THE POISON 
good fo ' de poison. But fo' 
anything else ah haven't heard . 
[ Read poison or hoodoo poison? 

The problem here is did you step on the nail accidentally or did s omeone aunjure 
the wound upon you - make you s tep on nail ? ]  [Brunswick, Ga . ,  (1214), 2061:7.] 

HAIR BACK OF DOG'S NECK - 9 PODS OF RED PEPPER 
AND CORNMEAL - UNDER DOORSTEP - TO KEEP DOG HOME 

11305 .  Take some red pepper -
nine balls [ pods ? ] o f  red pep
per [ finger peppers ? ]  and put 
it in meal [ cornmeal = maize 

meal] and make it into a cake. An '  don ' t cook it  but put it raw under the door
s tep and bury it deep , and the dog would s tay home . 

(Where do you get this hair from the dog?) 
Right in back of  his neck, get the hair from the back of  his neck. [Norfolk , 

Va., (457), 446:2.] 
11306 . Yes, sir, ah heah ' em say i f  yo' go t a 

have a dog at yuh house an ' dat dog keep goin ' in 

TO KEEP DOG HOME - USE TAIL HAIR AND SALT AT DOOR 

dog . Ah hear ' d ' em say if yo' 
somebody ' s  house ,  or won ' t  s tay 

away, yo' kin take some of  de 
hair out 'is tail , an ' take 
i t  an ' put some salt wit it , 

an' take it an ' bury it at yuh steps, undah yuh s tep s . Dey s ay dat dog ' ll nevah 
leave dere no more. 

(I see, that keeps the dog at home . )  
not common.] [Petersburg, Va . ,  2nd trip 

[ The addition o f  salt to this rite is 
there, (444), 418:3 . ] 

SPLIT WOOD - INSERT DOG HAIR - NAIL TO BACK STEPS 
11307, Take cat or dog hair 
an ' take a piece of  wood an' 
split de wood . Stick de hair 

in dis wood an' nail it down at chure back steps, an ' de dog will nevah leave 
home 'lessen someone taken dat away . [Memphis , Tenn . , (928), 15 11:5 . ]  

11308 . Take a cat, or either a dog, an '  if he won ' t s tay home • • • •  Yo' let de 
dog in de do' - lak dat do ' dere - an' den pull de do ' to  an ' den pull him out , 



- Hoodoo - Conjuration - Witchcraft - Rootwork - 4191 

jes' enough to git some of dat hair in dat do'. An' den he won't go off nowhere, 
won' stay off. [Brunswick, 
Ga. , (1239), 2109:8. ] PULL DOG THROUGH DOOR CLOSED ENOUGH TO REMOVE HAIR 

DEN HE WON ' GO OFF NOWHERE, WON ' STAY OFF 11309. Hair from top of 
dog's head and from top of 

tail [from head to tail] put in forked stick, buried under steps, keeps him home. 

DOG HAIR - TIP OF TAIL AND SHOULDER BRISTLES 
BURY HAIR UNDER DOORSTEP TO KEEP ANIMAL HOME 

[Richmond, Va., (350), 293:4.] 
11310. Lak ah' d give yo' a houn' 
dog an' yo' want him tuh stay 
home, jes' take an' cut off about 

dat much of his - de tip end of his tail. Ah've done dis. An' cut a little of 
his bristles right between his shoulders an' carry it back home an' bury it under 
de steps. He' ll stay home. [Waycross, Ga., (1129), 1835:10.] 

DOG'S TAIL HAIR UNDER DOORSTEP TO KEEP HOME 
11311. Yo' kin take de dog hair -
jes' lak if yo' want de dog to stay 
home. Yo' takes de hair off his -

clip de hair off his tail an' yo' puts it undah de do'step, an ' that would make 
the dog stay home or de cat. [Fayetteville, N. Car., (1391), 2497:13. ] 

11312. Cut some hair outa a dog's tail an' make him stay at home. Bury it 
undah de do'steps jes' lak yo' do [hair of] a person. [Memphis, Tenn. , (1549), 
2817:9.] 

11313. [Take] de hair from undah a dog' s left 
it down at de front do'step. He nevah will leave 

LEFT-HIND-LEG HAIR AT DOORSTEP TO KEEP DOG HOME 

TO CALM MEAN DOG - BURY TAIL HAIR UNDER DOORSTEP 

laig, left hind laig, an' bury 
home. He'll stay right dere. 

Don't care if somebody steal 
him an' carry him off, he'll 
come back. [Waycross, Ga. , 
(1134), 1842:12. ] 
11314. Take a dog's hair if 
he' s bad - mean, cut off de 

end of his tail an' bury it right down 
[Wilson, N. Car. , (1508), 2676:14. ] 

11315. They take a white dog's • • •  

to de do' step, an' he'll be all right. 

(A white dog's what?) 
A white dog's nurine and mix it with black pepper. 
(Wait, the urine from the dog or the manure?) 
The manure from the dog. 
(And mix it with what?) 
With black pepper. 
(With pepper?) 
Yes, sir, and sprinkle it up underneath the steps. 
(What will that do?) 
That will make you move out in nine days. That's what they told me. [For 

white dog manure see also No.l840, p.548, v.l.] [New Orleans, La., (850), 
1289:1.] 

11316. Git holt of yore track- ah think it's yo' right feet track - and go 
to de graveyard and get some dirt off de head of a grave, a white man's grave. 
An' of co'se an' git some dog, yo' know, action; and write chure name three 
[changed to 9 later] time on a piece of paper. 

(Whose name do you write?) 
You writes de one dat yo' want 'em to leave - to run 'em away, see. If it was 

.ab husband, yo' see, ah could write his name nine times on a piece of paper, 
[of] 'co'se [course] an' den aross it up. An' take dat graveyard dirt an' dat 
dog's action an' pound it all up together, an' carry it to de river or some run-
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ning stream of water and throw it overbo ' d  and of co ' se he ' ll leave . 
( How do you cross that up? You say you write his name on that paper and you 

cross the paper up? )  
You write his name nine times this way [demonstrates] and then when yo' git 

it WPit across , yo ' j es '  come back this way - cPOBB it up . Come back backwards , 
cross up . 

(You turn the paper around, write the name across the other way . )  
An ' j es '  cross it - cross it an ' cross it an ' cross it • • •  
(Making marks across it like an "X" . )  
Yah . [I was mis taken , but would learn with more experience . The real type 

o f  cro s s ing is given in margin title . ] [Mobile, Ala . , (696) ,  944 : 7 . ] 
11 317 . (What ' s  that?) 
Bull dog manure . 
(Bull dog manure ?) 
Bull dog manure . They'll take bull dog manure and wasp nes t . Parch them 

down to a powder . It ' ll 'come pulverized like powder . Put them together and 

BULL DOG MANURE AND WASP NEST - PARCH AND POWDER 
SPRINKLE IN HOME TO CAUSE QUARRELS AND SEPARATION 

mix them . Come to your home 
where you and your wife been 
getting along nice and smoot� 
Walk right in that home and 

talk with your old woman, jus t 
(Just sprinkle it around ? )  

come right in the hous e and throw i t  around . 

Yes . You begin to squabble and fight and the next thing you know, why one 
of you is gone away from there . 

( I  see , I see . )  [ Vi cksburg , Miss . ,  ( 7 76 ) , 1068 : 1 . ] 
11318 . Lak de manure from a dog , why yo ' take dat manure an' yo ' git chew a 

nickel ' s  wuth [worth] o f  peanuts an ' git chew a box of salt . An '  yo ' take dose 

MANURE OF DOG - PEANUTS SHELLED - BEAT UP BOTH 
NEW SALT - NEW BOX OF RED PEPPER - UNUSED PORTION 
FLUSH IN TOILET - ADD QUICKSILVER [SCRAPINGS FROM 
BACK OF MIRROR OR TINFOIL CUT SMALL ] - SPRINKLE 
THIS IN VICTIM ' S HOUSE TO DRIVE HIM OR HER AWAY 

peanuts an ' hull all of ' em 
an' mix de peanuts up an ' yo ' 
take dat whole box of  salt 
an ' put in dere an ' yo ' take 
de dog manure an' mash i t  all 
up in dere together - lak yo' 
got a j ar with a cover on 

it • • • •  Lak yo ' see a dog do his business out dere, de hah ' d  [hard] hah ' d, yo ' 
don ' t git dat sof t . Yo' gi t de hah ' d  one , an' yo ' take dat an' yo' git chew a 
bag of peanuts . Yo ' git chew a box o f  salt ain ' t nevah been used out of . Yo '  
take dose peanuts an ' de dog manure an' yo' have yo' somepin yo' kin beat it up 
in real fine tuhgethah - hammah [ hammer ] it up tuhgethah . 

(What do you beat up , the peanut shell or the nuts?) 
No , de nuts . 
De peanuts an ' de dog manure , yo ' put dat salt in dere . Yo' git chew a box 

of red peppah an' yo' put dat whole box of red peppah in dere . An ' if yo ' don ' t 
use i t  all , yo ' take it an ' po ' it in de toilet · an '  turn [ flush] de watah on it . 
Well, yo ' mix all of dat up tuhgethah . Well, yo' have sompin dat yo' kin always 
keep it in . Yo ' have dat , dat ' s  tuh run a pePson . 

Yo ' kin take dat if anybody come in an' yo ' kin use a little pile of dat . 
Put some quicks ilvah in it  an ' mash all da� tuhgethah . Dat makes yo ' go . Yo ' 
got ta go . 

(You take that mixture and scatter i t  around in there ? )  
Yo ' cain ' t s tay . [ For peanuts and bad luck see Nos . 25 74, p . ·710 ,  v . 1 ,  etc . ]  

[Memphis , Tenn . , (958) ,  1541 : 16 . ]  
11319 . (What do you do with that ? )  
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Well, 
it fine. 

you can take that and let it get hard, get it hard. And roll it, make 
Mash it with something and sprinkle that around, make people move, dog 

dirt . 
DRY DOG MANURE - ROLL - SPRINKLE TO MOVE PERSON (Why does it make them move, 

I wonder?) 
' Cause you done did 'em a dirty 
trick and they wants to get out. 
[New Orleans, La., (824) , 
1195 : 7.] 

UNDER HOUSE DOG MANURE PROTECTS YOUR INTERESTS 11320. Take de dog manure an ' 
bury it under yore house. Dat 

keep anybody from interferin' with yore busines 
[Waycross, Ga . ,  (1137), 185 1 : 4 . ] 

[also a witchcraft deterrent ] .  

11321. Parch dog manure with graveyard dirt, red pepper, dirt dauber nes t ;  
put i n  your room anywhere you walk ; causes you t o  travel, drift about, unsettled 
mind. [Mobile, Ala. , ( ? ) , 877 : 12.] 

11322 . Yo' kin take a knife an' go tub a forked 
tree having a small branch with a fork] . Go out in 

DOGWOOD TREE - FORK FROM - USE ( 1) TO BRING PERSON 
BACK OR (2) TO MAKE THIEF RETURN STOLEN GOODS 
DO THIS BY PUTTING LYE IN THE FORK AFTER 
BURYING IT AT RIGHT-HAND CORNER OF YOUR DOORS TEP 

dogwood tree [a dogwood 
de woods an' cuts yo' off  a 

piece of dogwood, kinda 
lak a bow an' arrow what 
chew pulls back [what we 
used to call a PUbber 
shooter = slingshot] .  Yo' 
take an' puts some lye in 

dat an' yo ' goes - dere two things yo' kin do with dat , too. Dat will bring a 
person tub yo' .  Yo' kin take an' put some lye right in de fo'k of dat an' put 
it at de right han' cornah of yore steps, s tick it in dere, an' put de dirt ovah 
it, an ' let jes' ' bout dat much of it be stickin' out. Dat is if yo ' wanta 
bring a person back, yo ' kin do dat. 

Now , jes' lak if sompin wuz s tole from me. Ah had some money stole from me, 
an '  ah don' know who stole it. Jes ' lak if yo' lock up dis place heah an ' some
body comes ' long an' steals yore money an ' yo ' don't know who ' tis . Why, yo' 
kin take dat lye in de forked piece of dogwood an' put it at de right-han' cornah 
step an' covah it up, an ' in three day' s time dis person is goin' come up. He's 
DOt goin' tell yo' he got it, but yo' kin see he did it no quickah yo' look at 
him - he drop his haid. An '  den yo' commence tub askin' him ques tions an' he 
won't deny it. [Fayetteville, N. Car. , (1450), 2636 : 2 . ]  

11323. Ah heard dat yo ' could go tub a dogwood tree an' cut de no'th side of 
it , an ' de s' uth side of it; see ,  if somebody comin' tub yore house dat chew want 

DOGWOOD TREE - CUT INTO BARK AND WOOD ON 
JIORTH AND SOUTH SIDES TO KEEP PERSON AWAY 
IHE INTENTION IN MIND OR VOCALLY EXPRESSED 

tub s tay ' way from dere . If yo' cut 
dat tree tub de no'th side an' de 
s'uth side, dwy would stay ' way. 
Ah've heard dat. 
(How do you mean aut it ?) 
Jes' cut it wit a knife, split it 
up. S tick it down an' split it up. 

Yo ' know , jes' be cuttin' it, de bark off upon each side of de tree. [Wilson, 

DOGWOOD TREE - REMOVE BARK - BORE HOLE INTO TRUNK 
MIX BARK AND BORINGS AND VICTIM'S HAIR - STUFF INTO 
:.>LE - SEAL WITH HUMAN EXCREMENT - VICTIM STOPPED 

N .  Car. , ( 1479) , 2658 : 15.] 
11324 . Yo' kin go to a 
dogwood tree, yo ' know , an' 
git dis bark yo � know, an' 
do somepin to a person - a 

.an eithah a woman. Yo' kin take somepin othah an' bo ' a hole in dis tree. See, 
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yo ' take dis bark out an ' bo ' a hole in it  ( the wood part ]  an ' git some of dat 
bark an '  dat wood yo ' unders tand out an' take an ' mix it [bark and borings] up 
togethah, an ' git some [ o f  their ] hair , an ' den go back to dat place an ' chunk 
(push] it  [b ark, borings and hair ] back [ in the hole ] yo '  undahs tand. See , dat 
(hair ] grow up in dere , An '  take a - yo ' know lak a person go to take a pas sage , 
yo ' unders tan ' , take some of  dat s tuff [ excrement ] an' tie it up an ' put it  in 
dat hole , [ Usually a hole with some thing in it is plugged up with a peg, perhaps 
not here , ] [Wilson , N .  Car . , ( 1487 ) , 2661 : 4 . ] 

11325 . Well , I ' ll tell you . I heard oldtime people say , they take whit e dog
wood root , maple sugar , and all [ =  pure ] lins eed oil , mix it up , dig a hole ,  
p lant it at people' s door , to keep them down to do their way , [ Fredericksburg , 
Va . , Ediphone , No . 44 . ] 

11326 . Those [are ] do Z Z  babies . 
somepin they have in there be longing 

But inside of thos e do l l  babies , there ' s  
to the person that they want to do harm to . 

DOLL BABY - ORNAMENT THAT PROTECTS AGAINST THIEVES 
IS AN IDEAL PLACE FOR EVIL PERSON TO HIDE CUNJURE 

And of course , they make 
them a do Z Z  baby and s it it 
on the dresser ,  anywhere , 
nobody will never take any

thing of yours . That ' s  how come they make thos e do l l  babies to hide what they 
are doing. [Here a do l l  baby is an ornament that also protects agains t thieves , 
but i t  is also an ideal place for an evil person to hide his eunjure . ]  [ New 
Orleans , La . , (855) , 1348 : 4 . ] 

11327 . (Your mother was sick ? )  
Uh-huh an ' d e  doctor said dat somebody had put somepin down for ' er .  S o  I kin 

remembah dat he dug up - you know , dey had dese fireplaces , an '  he had taken up 

DOLL BABY - EMPTY BAG THIS SHAPE - STUFFED WITH 
FEATHERS - MADE WOMAN ILL - MEDICAL DOCTOR FAILED 
THEN ROOT DOCTOR DISCOVERED CAUSE - THIS DOLL BABY 
UNDER 3 BRICKS IN HEARTH OF FIREPLACE - HE WANTED 
TO TAKE DOLL BABY WITH HIM BUT INFORMANT'S MOTHER 
SAID NO - HE LEFT HAND TO PROTECT HER - STILL ILL 

threw whole bricks. [ I ]  
remembah when he ' d  taken up 
dese bricks . Dey had a bo t
tle buried an ' had a form as 
a baby wit feathahs . Dat 
was sewed up in a pie ce of 
yellah cotton [ or unbleached 
homespun ] an ' in dat - see , 

he opened it  - an ' in dat dey had a red p iece 
intuh dis bag . An '  dis baby had its legs an ' 

( Chicken feathers ? )  

o f  flannen an ' red cayenne peppah 
feet an ' arms made outa feathahs .  

Chicken feathahs. An' some of 'er hair was in dis bag . An ' so he tole my 
mothah tuh leave it  tuh him, dat he would ' tend tuh dat bag. So , well, I don' 
think he did anythin ' good enough . But s t ill he put somepin else down dere , but 
my mothah always said dat whoevah put dat s tuff down ; dat dis man instead of 
workin' fuh ' er , he was workin ' fuh de peop le what put it  down. An ' she didn ' t 
give him dat . [Patient keeping do l l  baby is  mos t  unusual . Poor doc tor ! ]  

(Well , how was your mo ther sick? I mean - how did she happen to call him in? 
How did it s tar t ? )  

She had , she was kep t wit dese wretched headaches , you know , an ' she had de 
[medical] doctor , couldn ' t do nuthin . She kep t s ick all de t ime an ' was j es ' 

pinin ' away tub nuthin . An ' so somebody told ' er tuh see one of des e root doe
tors . An '  so she got one . An' de time he come dere, he says , "Yes , dere ' s  
somepin right here . "  An ' she [ said ] , "Dere ' s  somepin dere? Go get it . "  He went 
an ' go t it . Looked like he know right where ' twas . 

(Was it ins ide of the house or outside?) 
Inside de house ,  in dat hearth , ' neath de three bricks, an' dere it was all 

laid out fer ' er . 
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(Was this thing in a - what did you say the name of the thing, this feather 
thing was in?) 

In a, you know, a bag, in a yellah cot ton bag. Was made on purpose fer it, 
so it would be shaped all of de baby. 

(The bag was in that shape, too. ) 
[ The bag was a baby doll form stuffed with feathers. ] 
Uh-huh. Dey done fixed it an' had made it out of feathahs, an' put it down 

fer ' er. Now, my mother' s [ ' s  = was] sick all de time. [Norfolk, Va. , (some
where near 460?), 449 : 2. ] 

11328. A woman, that she didn' t appreciate what choo do for her, and you want 
her to be in bad luck an ' didn ' t want her to keep any money. An' yo' get you one 

DOLLAR - PAPER MONEY - MAN GETS FROM WOMAN - BURNS 
BLOWS ASHES FROM HAND - SHE WILL NEVER KEEP MONEY 

will never be able to keep anything in the world. 
1157:8 . ]  

11329. Git chew three dollars. 

dollar from her, you burn 
the dollar to ashes. Blow 
it out of your hand that way 
[demonstrates] . And she 

[New Orleans, La. -.. (816), 

(What kind of dollars, silver dollars or paper dollars?) 
Paper dollars. An ' dress dem wit some salt and some bread, an' wear it fo' 

three days on yo ' left side, an' fo' three days yo' take an' go to three stores 

3 PAPER DOLLARS - DRESS WITH SALT AND BREAD - WEAR 
3 DAYS ON LEFT SIDE - 3 DAYS SPEND DOLLAR IN EACH 
OF 3 STORES - TO HOLD MONEY EVERY DAY OF YOUR LIFE 

an' spend each one of them 
dollars - a dollar to each 
store yo ' go to. An' dat' ll 
bring yo' luck. 
(What kind of luck?) 
Well it bring yo' luck in 
making - gittin ' holda money 

every day yore life. [St. Petersburg, Fla. , ( 1007) , 16 25 : 6 . ] 
11330. Dirt from under their [victim ' s  door ] step, put in bottle, carry to 

river , throw over left shoulder, they ' ll follow . [Memphis, Tenn., (969 ) , 1568 : 3. ]  
11331. Ah said, jes ' lak someone is gone an ' yo ' want ' em back home, why yo ' 

kin take a dove - git chew two doves. Kill one de doves an ' let de othah one be 

DOVES 2 - KILL 1 - LET 3 DROPS OF BLOOD FALL ON 
LIVE DOVE' S WING - SAYING CHARLIE COME HOME - LET 
3 DROPS OF BLOOD FALL ON LIVE DOVE' S OTHER WING 
SAY CHARLIE' S NAME AND INCANTATION ON EACH DROP 
IBEN TURN LIVE DOVE LOOSE - CHARLIE WILL RETURN 

live. Jes ' lak, say fo' in
stance, yo' want Charlie tuh 
come home. Drop three drops 
of dat blood outa dat dead 
dove on de wings of dat live 
dove - on each wing - an' 
call Charlie' s name wit each 

drop of blood. An' drop three on de next wing an' call Charlie' s name. An '  turn 
de live dove aloose an ' let him go wit dose six drops of blood on his wings, yo ' 
see . An '  dat will bring de person back home whut chew wanted back. [Brunswick, 

DOVE DISCOVERED DRY LAND AFTER FLOOD - SACRED BIRD 
IF YOU BREAK [OR STEAL] HIS EGGS • • •  YO 'LL BE RAGGED 

Ga. , (1242), 2113:7. ] 
11332. Don' want chew tuh 
mess with a dove. Anybody 
[ everybody] crazy ' bout a 

dove an '  ever' thin' else ' cause dey say he 
If dey take one of his [ ! ]  aigs or anythin' 
yo' ll be ragged all de t ime. 

discovered dry land, when he went out. 
lak dat an' bust up one of his aigs, 

(He discovered dry land in the Bible. ) [Wilson, N .  Car . ,  (1455) , 2646 : 19 . ] 
11333 . Get a dove feather from right wing and use three of those feathers 

[slivers of the feather] and turn them up like plat ting [? ] and tie one end. Put 
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in bag and wear round neck and let hang between breasts . Whatever woman asks 
o f  man she ' ll get . [Memphis , Tenn . , ( 9 7 1) , 15 7 2 : 2 . ] 

11334 . Yo ' kin git a dove , a turtledove , an '  
DOVE - DRY HEART - TIE T O  ARM take de heart out an ' let it  dry . An ' when yo ' 

RED STRING - GAMBLING dry it , yo ' kin take a red s trip - a s tring -
an ' wear it  round yore right arm . [ I  turned 

off recording machine too soon . ] 
(That ' s  luck for what ? }  
Fo ' gamblin '  • 
(You get this from a turtledove ? )  
Yes , turtledove . Yeah , de hear t o f  a turtledove . [Waycross , Ga . ,  (116 8 ) , 

19 75 : 1 . ] 
11 335 . ' Bout takin ' de mo ' rnin ' dove [ =  turtledove ] an ' takin ' his heart 

out , dat ' s  fo ' fixin ' somebody . Yo ' know, fixin ' ' em in any kinda way dat chew 

DOVE - PARCH HEART - IN VICTIM' S DRINK - MINDLES S  
wanta ,  so dey mindles s .  Dey 
take de heart out o f a mo ' rn
in ' dove an ' have it parched 

up until it j es '  be like ashes or a powder , anythin ' .  An ' say yo '  kin take dat 
an ' put dat intuh any watah or anythin ' dey use tuh drink, or anythin ' dat chew 
wanta put it in , an ' from time tuh time af ter yo ' give i t tuh ' em in de weeks dat 
dey live , dat dey would be j es '  mindless or go j es '  crazy . [ Brunswick , Ga . ,  
( 1 226 ) , 2084 : 9 . ]  

11336 . (Well , tell me about the dove ' s  heart then . ) 
Jus t like I and you is enemies . I get me a dove and I ' ll take the dove and 

call your name , you see , at twelve o ' c lock at night . And I ' ll take that dove and 

DOVE - STAB IN HEART - MIDNIGHT CALLING VICTIM' S 
NAME : IN THE NAME OF GOD , THE FATHER , THE SON 
VICTIM WILL WILT DOWN JUST AS THAT DOVE DIE 

I ' ll s tab that dove through 
the heart and call your name 
In the Name of God� the Father� 
the Son. And when that dove -
when that pain hit that dove 

it supposed to hit you , you see , and that will effect you , and you will wilt down 
j us t  as that dove die . You see . But you go tta call your name and hit that dove 
through the heart with the knife . 

( I  see . )  [ This is only one o f  many times in HOODOO I was used as a guinea 
p ig . ] [New Orleans , La . , (866) , 1401 : 1 . ] 

11337 . Well , yo ' take now fo ' love - yo ' know whut dese little ole hoot owls 
is , yo ' know . No , ah mean dese little morning [mourning ] doves . 

DOVE - KILL - TAKE TONGUE - PUT UNDER YOUR TONGUE 
KIS S  A GIRL - SHE WILL LOVE YOU - CAN ' T  SHED HER 

(Mourning doves that coo-coo 
like that ? ) 
Yes . Well , s ee a person kin 
go out , chew know , an ' kill 

one of dem an ' cut de tongue f rom under his mouth , an ' place it under yore tongue 
in yore mouth an '  kiss a girl , an ' it ' ll be hard fo ' yo ' to git rid of her . 
She ' ll come to be in love with yo ' an ' yo ' couldn ' t git rid of her . [ S t. Peters
burg , Fla. , (1028) , 16 72 : 4 . ] 

11338 . Mah husband had qui t me once an ' a girl tole me about a dove . She 
tole me tuh take de tongue of dat dove an' put it tuh dry , an ' den lay it in 

DOVE - KILL - DRY TONGUE - SOAK IN HEARTS COLOGNE 
WOMAN LAYS UNDER TONGUE - KIS SES HUSBAND TO HOLD 

HeaPtB Co Zogne , an ' den when 
ah gits a chance tuh go wit 
mah husband , tuh put it in 
mah mouth an ' kiss  him , an ' 

his love would come new ag' in to me . 
[Brunswick , Ga . ,  ( 1206) , 2038 : 1 . ] 

So ah tried it  an ' suah enough , it  did . 
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1 1339 . Kill a dove and put de dove ' s  tongue under yore tongue an ' kiss anyone 
dat chew love an '  dey will git affectionate . [Waycross , Ga . ,  ( 1104) , 1 7 7 7 : 13 . ] 

11340 . Dere ' s a love powder yo * kin make , too . I t ' s  made from a dove , a 
turtledove . Yo ' git dis turtledove an ' put him in de oven an ' j es '  bake him 

DOVE - BAKE IN OVEN - A LOVE POWDE R - PUT IN WINE 

of powder into a cup of wine , an ' dat will draw de 
( Of the person that  drinks it?) 
Yes . [ Wils on , N .  Car . ,  ( 1454) , 2644 : 1 . ] 

dere until he dry . An ' yo ' 
make a powder an ' sprinkle 
dis powder , a teaspoonful 

love . 

11341 . Dese little mawnin ' birds like a turtledove , dey cal ls it - lak a 
dove , a mawnin ' dove . It ' s  lak a [ some thing] but it ' s  a smaller bird . See ,  i f  

DOVE - COMING TO HOUSE WITH ILLNESS - DEATH S I GN  
dere ' s  a sick [nes s ] , dere 
' fliction around de house , 
yo ' see him come light around 

clere . Pret ty s o on dat ' s  a dead body . [A note of  mine reads : "The drunk who 
ca.e in twice . " ]  [Brunswick , Ga . ,  ( 1208) , 206 2 : 6 . ] 

1134 2 .  I ' ve heard that people will take and burn dragon ' s blood on the s tove 
aad it ' s supposed to drive all trouble away . [Snow Hill , Md . ,  (86) , 4 : 4 7 . ] 

DRAGON ' S  BLOOD - HEARTS COLOGNE - LUCK FOR SELLING 
11343 . Take dragon blood 
an ' dress it with Hearts 
Co Zogne , sompin lak that , 

.a' j es ' use it in yore 
( I f  you were selling 

Car . , ( 1410) , 2434 : 5 . ] 

home . That would make i t  lucky fo ' things lak that • 

liquor or anything of that sort. ) [Fayetteville, N .  

11344 . Yo ' go t o  de drug s to '  an ' yo ' git somepin dey call dragon ' s  blood ,  
.a '  yo ' gits sulphur an ' nine seeds of red peppah , an ' yo ' take dat an ' burn it . 

.a&GON ' S  BLOOD - SULPHUR - RED PEPPER 
AT DOOR FOR SPELLS OR POL ICEMEN 

(What will that do then? ) 
Dat will keep de poleece away . 
An '  den yo ' take some of it  an ' spread 
it round de front , yo ' know, spread i t  

KaaDd where he ' ll come ovah i t ,  but j es ' a lit tle b i t  chew know where it won ' 
le aoticeab le .  Take some dragon ' s blood an ' sulphur • • •  Dat will keep down spells . 

(That will keep down anything anybody is putting down for you . ) 
&b mean keep ' em down where lak where a poleeceman ' s  an ' lak dat dey ' ll come 

aa' try tuh come in , but dat wi ll keep dem from comin ' across . [Fayetteville , 
� car . ,  ( 1419a) , 255 7 : 17 . ] 

11345 . One way to do, dey go on dere and dey 
.... .  blood . Put it b ehin ' de do ' r ,  front do ' r. 

take an ' burn sulphur and dra-
Den dey go down to do ' r, one 

dey go after to git dat 
j ah - j ob .  DI'GOM ' S BLOOD - SULPHUR - BURN BEFORE SEEKING JOB 

'-£ore they go down to the house [to get j ob] . 
( I  see,  they burn that 

[ Jacks onvi lle , Fla . , (54 7 ) , 
110:1. ) 

ll.346 . I f  you be out of  work and you want ' s to get a j ob ,  you go to the drug 
� and you get you some cinnamon bark - not  the ground cinnamon - cinnamon 

�G POWDER RUB ON HANDS 
aml ARD SPIT CINNAMON BARK 
.... IRTERVIEWING BOSS FOR JOB 

bark . You chew that . You get you 25 cent s  of 
what you call - i t ' s  a drawing powder - and you 
gotta pay attention too when you ge t that • 

Af t er you get that powder • • •  Now , for you, you 
have to get  pink. They got two kinds of it . 

� got the pink and whi te . You get that drawing powder. O f  cours e , you rub 
...e of it in the palm of your hand like that [ demonstrates ] .  You take that 
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cinnamon bark and you chew that cinnamon bark . And when you get around there 
where the boss  is , of course ,  spit it but no t enough so nobody will pay atten
tion to you . You take s ome o f  that powder and you put it in some of  your pock
ets , and because it ' s  g o t  a sweet smell to i t ,  nobody never pay at tention to it 
anyway . In your pockets . When you close to him, spit that cinnamon bark around 
there . And that powder will draw him to the person [ to you]  and he will give 
you a j ob .  [New Orleans , La . ,  (855) , 1349 : 9 . ] 

1134 7 .  Yo ' has dis earwax an ' yo ' s  fixin ' tuh have a '  interco ' se wit a woman , 
if she wuz subj ect tub any disease . All right , yo ' ll take de wax out de ear j es '  

EARWAX USED BY MAN TO TEST WOMAN FOR SEXUAL DISEASE 

wax on yore finger . I f  dere anythin '  dere , she can ' t 
clean from undah yo ' .  [ Florence , S .  Car . , ( 1310 , the 
v . 3 ,  but this left out of interview) , 2220 : 2 . ] 

11348. Git eel hide . 

b efo ' yo ' have her , an ' 
j es '  lak yo ' make de pass 
in , tetch i t  wit dat ear
s tay dere . She ' ll j ump 
RAGGEDY MAN ,  2189-2199 , 

(He wears the eel hide and then - what will that do for him then ? )  
Well , yo ' see , j es t  lak eel  - yo ' know yo ' kin ketch an eel an ' yo ' can ' t hold 

him to safe [ save ] yo ' life . After yo ' gits de hide from dat , yo ' wear it next 
to yo ' skin tight , an '  

EEL HIDE ABOUT WAIST - NO ONE CAN THROW YOU TO GROUND if  a person ketch yo ' 
it ' s  j es t  lak when yo ' 

ketch a eel it ' s  nuthin that he kin do wit yo ' . 
j es t  lak dat . Ah don ' t " [know ] how come , but • • • •  

( I f  you are wres t ling they can ' t hold you . )  

Yo ' kin j est  do ' way wit him 

Dey can ' t throw yo ' .  [ This eel belief is known everywhere . ]  [ S t . Petersburg ,  
Fla . , (9 7 7) , 1585 : 6 . ] 

11349 . Ketch yo ' a ee Zfish outa any watah an ' skin him. An '  skinnin ' him,  
put dat hide up an ' let it  dry , an ' aftah puttin '  it  up dere to let it dry , yo ' 

cut yo ' a piece about big enough to go round 
EEL FREQUENTLY CALLED EELFISH yore wais t an ' j es '  wear it round yore wais t .  

s .  Car . , (1331) , 2291 : 7 . ] 

An ' ,  man , nobody kin throw yo ' .  
(Nobody can throw you in a fight . )  [ Florence , 

11350 . Ketch a ee Zfish an ' scrape dat slime offa him into a cup an ' po ' dat 
whiskey on it an ' let it set twelve hours an ' strain it off , an' give it tub him 

tub drink . 
EELSKIN SLIME IN WHISKEY 12 HOURS - CURES ALCOHOLIC (That will s top him from 

drinking . )  [ This cure is 
known everywhere . ]  [Brunswick, Ga . , (11 74) , 19 82 : 6 . ] 

11351 . S ee , fo ' ins tance , take a eel , yo ' understan ' aftah yo '  ketch ' em 
outa de watah dataway , an ' skinnin ' him,  an '  takin ' dat skin an ' leavin ' it  till 

it dries . Pound i t  up to a 
EELSKIN DRY AND POWDER - WEAR - GET PAST WATCHMAN powder an ' put it into his 

pocket  when he go anywhere . 
Well,  j es ' as s lick as he would be when he ' s  ' live , dat ' s de way yo ' ll be able 
to make yore points , yo ' know . Seems lak if  de watchman is dere yo ' ll git by 
him some way . Where , if ah wuz wit ' out it , ah ' d  git trapped , yo ' understan ' . 
[New Or leans , La . ,  (1560) , 285 7 : 2 . ] 

11352 . Well , yo ' know , as ah firs t said , if somebody yo ' have somepin in 
fo ' ' em - ain ' t goin' de way yo ' want ' em - tuh puttin ' ' em tuh walkin ' or 
sompin othah , anything . Well ,  yo ' go down tuh de rivah an ' yo ' fish an ' try tub 
ketch a eel .  Yo ' know it ' s  a long ole fish look lak a snake . Well , yo ' cut de 
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haid off an ' have a bottle or a glass or 
blood dat will drop from dis eel ' s  haid . 

sompin ready , an ' hit ' s  one drop of 
So yo ' ll take dat an ' yo ' ll take some 

EEL - HEAD OF - DROP OF BLOOD FROM - MIX WITH HONEY 
HIGH JOHN DE CONKAH AND LOW JOHN DE CONKAH 

honey . An' dey ' ll take 
some honey an ' de root dey 
call de High John de Con
kah an ' dere ' s  one dey call 
de Low John de Conkah . 

GET 3 DROPS INTO VICTIM ' S SHOES - PUT TUH WALKIN ' 
IN DE NAME OF DE FATHER� DE SON AND DE HOLY GHOST 

Well , yo ' take dis root an ' 
yo ' boil dat an '  yo ' make a kind of  a syrup-lak ,  an ' as yo ' go tuh dis friend or 
whoevah it is , house , an ' j es ' lak dey shoes be ' s  sittin '  undah de dressah -
somewhere yo ' know, round de house . Well , yo ' kin drop three drops in de shoes 
or anywhere j es '  so long as it be ' s  neah de shoe or a little bit  git on de shoe . 
An '  yo ' kin say whatevah yo ' want tuh be  done , "In de Name of  de Father , de Son 
an '  de Holy Ghost . "  An' in de limi ts of time , dey say it will come tuh pass . 

(What did you do with that drop of eel ' s  blood? What did you do with that? )  
Yo ' take dis drop o f  eel ' s blood an ' yo ' fixes i t  wit dis honey an ' dis othah 

root - High John de Conkah . [Brunswick , Ga . , { 12 2 7 ) , 2084 : 10 . ] 
11353 . Eel grease , 1 drop in ear for 9 mornings for deafness . Someone gave 

to me for my supposed deafness .  [Memphis , ( 9 6 7) , professional & excellent . ]  
11354 . Put eel powder in food or drink to kill . [ Fredericksburg by Ediphone. ]  
11355 . Eel skin in liquor to s top alcoholic drinking , from Fredericksburg by 

Ediphone . 
11356 . Alcoholic cured by eel skin in liquor . Mobile 880 : 1 . 
1135 7 .  Eel blood in whiskey to s top drinker . Algiers 2954 : 11 .  
11358 . Eel skin or blacksnake skin around waist  makes wearer supple and slip

pery in wrestling ; no one can throw you . Norfolk 4 88 : 2 . 
11359 . Wear eel skin on waist  so that no one can hUPt you . Wilmington 

268 : 2+85 . 
11360 . 

358 : 6 .  
Eel skin worn on back for backache caused by cunjuration . Richmond . 

11361 . Dey 
the 4 Gospels ] 
leaves , sompin 

tell me , say ,  yo ' kin git de fo ' names of de ' ciples [who wrote 
an ' write it yo ' know, an ' j es '  like • • • •  An ' den take twelve fig 
othah lak dat , an ' wear i t  in yore left shoe , an ' dey tell me de 

EVANGELISTS 4 - NAMES WRITTEN - FIG LEAVES 12 
VORN IN LEFT SHOE - YOU ESCAPE - THEY GIVE UP 

EVIL POWDER - SAID TO HAVE BEEN SOLD AT 
CRACKERJACK DRUG STORE IN NEW ORLEANS 

folks will come ; yo ' know , give 
up . [Brunswick , Ga . ,  (1179) , 
1990 : 9 . ] 
11362 . They have some powder -
you go to the Crackelf· Jack Drug 
S to�e d�.t� yo� . ,knOw:� ::�:'_;- · : ,_ 
calls it: the Evi Z FowdBP. 

- · · 

(Evi l PowdeP? ) 
Yes sir . You takes it and 

sprinkles it  around your house or on your s teps , you understand . And finally -
not tomorrow you going to move , but finally , you get disgus ted of the place and 
you' ll move on away from that place . 

(I see . )  [New Orleans , La . , ( 786) , 1090 : 9 . ] 
11363 . It ' s  j us t  like if  you go out and have a passage . You will take that 

and put i t  any p lace that will do , put it in a j ar .  Get nine needles and nine 

EICREHENT OF VICTIM - 9 NEEDLES - 9 PINS - 9 TACKS 
stOPPED UP IN JAR - COMES THROUGH MOUTH TO KILL HIM 

They won ' t move . They ' ll pass  through your mouth and 

pins and nine tacks , and 
put them in there and s top 
that up , and it will cause 
you not to move your bowels. 
finally it will kill you . 
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[New Orleans , La . , ( 855) , 134 7 : 11 . ] 
11364 . ( To drive a person crazy what do you do ? )  
Well , it ' s  t o  take some of his - whut yo ' 'IJJouZd aa Z Z  i t  some proper name� ah 

don ' t  knoo. 
(His passage ? )  
Yes sir ,  an ' bo ' a hole in a tree • • • •  [ S topping passage up in tree i s  a common 

rite . I have reproduced th is one here to indicate the limited vocabulary con-
cerning vital parts and func

EXCREMENT PEGGED INTO TREE - LIMITED VOCABULARY 
tions o f  the body . J [Way
cro ss , Ga . ,  (1146 ) ,  1870 : 1 . ] 
11365 . Turpentine and red 
pepper with excrement put in 

nor th side of tree to kill or burn victim' s hind end . [Memphis , (968) , 156 7 : 4 . ] 
11366 . Jes ' lak if mah husband be ' s  goin ' wit a woman an ' ah been tryin ' tuh 

prevail wit him tub leave her alone an ' she won ' t do it . Yo ' git de green an ' 

FAT LIGHTWOOD PINE [ANY PINE RICH IN PITCH - USED 
TO LIGHT FIRES ] - RED PEPPER POD - GREEN PEPPER POD 
REMOVE SEEDS - TAKE BLACK POWDER FROM GUNSHELL AND 
PUT SALT IN ONE PEPPER - NAME IT WOMAN GOING WITH 
YOUR HUSBAND - CURSE WHILE DOING BOTH OVER 2 PEPPERS 
CROSS 2 OR MORE LIGHTWOOD SPLINTERS [ CAN BE LARGE ] 
FORMING AN "x" - WHILE THIS BURNING CURSE WOMAN AND 
HUSBAND - POWDER BLOWS UP - HE BEATS AND LEAVES HER 

red pod peppah an ' git 
two . All right ,  yo ' dig 
all dem s eed an ' every
thin ' outa dose two pods 
o f peppah an ' yo ' kin 
throw dat away anywhere 
yo ' want . Yo ' git chew 
a gunshell but it go tta 
be black [have black pow
der ] . Git chew some dis 

salt in one pod of dat peppah an ' name it de woman he goin ' wit . Put de gunpow
dah in de othah pod an ' name it he .  Yo ' curse her while yo ' doin ' dat an ' den 
yo ' curse him . Yo ' git chew some fat lightwood splintahs [ can be large pieces 
of wood ] an ' yo ' cross dem disaway [ demons trates ] • • •  

(Like an "X" ? ) 
Yessuh ,  an ' while dey burnin ' yo ' j es '  be cursin ' ' em fo ' everythin ' yo ' kin 

think o f ,  an ' when dat powdah blow up , when he go tuh see her ag ' in, he ' ll beat 
her an' den he won ' t  go tuh see her any mo ' .  

(He ' ll beat her? ) 
Yes sir . Dey ' ll fall out right 
1136 7 .  Dey say a fig tree , dat 

dat hit b looms , dat hit stay as it 

den , see . [Brunswick , Ga . , (1211) , 2049 . ]  
hit every Christmas or every New Year ' s  Day 
blooms , lit tle blossoms , lit tle seeds come 

FIG TREE BLOOMS BRIEFLY CHRISTMAS OR NEW YEAR' S EVE 

NEW YEAR' S NIGHT UNDER FIG TREE HEAR ANGELS SING 

on an' o f f , an ' be gone 
away ' fore day every New 
Yeah ' s .  [Wilson , N .  Car . , 
(1455) , 2664 : 15 . ]  
11368 . Undah de fig tree , 
dey says , de first night 

of  de year , say if yo ' go down tuh de fig tree , say yo ' kin heah music in de 
air . Says if  yo ' j es '  s it dere yo ' couldn ' t  tell whi ch way de sound comin ' 
from .  Dat is New Year ' s  night . Say if yo ' go down tuh de fig tree , say yo ' 
could heah angels s inging . Say yo ' couldn ' t tell whut dey wus singing an ' which 
way it was comin' from, but yo ' j es '  heah dat mus ic . [ Fayetteville , N .  Car . , 

FIG LEAVES IN CHIFFONROBE - TRUNK - BILLFOLD - LUCK 
(139 1) , 249 7 : 7a . ] 
1 136 9 . Dey say de fig 
tree leaves is good fo ' 

luck . See , yo ' take dem an ' put ' em in yore cif forob e  [ comb ination of  wardrobe 
and chest  of drawers (U . S .A . ) or yore trunk or put ' em in yore billfold , de fig 
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leaves . Dey are nice fo ' luck . Jes ' take a leaf yo ' know , lak a little young 
leaf-lak , a lit tle young one , yo ' know , no t one de great big ones . Put it some
where yo ' kin handle it , j es ' spread it out . [Memphis , Tenn . , (1549) , 2816 : 4 . ] 

11370 . Ah heah mah grandfather say dat evah yo ' workin ' fo ' a man an ' felt 
lak he wanted tub git rid of yo ' or somepin o tnah ,  i t  s low on de j ob ,  yo ' j es '  

WORK SCARCE - BOSS MIGHT FIRE YOU - WRITE PSALM 
ON FIG LEAF - IN RED BAG - IN RUNNING WATER 8 DAYS 

go an ' take a fig leaf an ' 
write de 23rd Psalm, ah 
think , an ' put it in a lil ' 
red bag an ' keep it an '  let 

it s tay in a s tream of runnin ' watah fo ' about eight days . Say he won ' t fiab 

NORTH S IDE FIG TREE ROOT - OVER DOOR - JOB AND LUCK 

yo ' .  [Wilson , N .  Car . , 
( 14 6 2) , 2650 : 14 . ]  
1137 1 . Dey take de roo t 
of  a fig tree from de no ' th 
s ide an ' hang it up ovah de 

do ' da t chew go in an ' out de mos t ,  an ' it would make yo ' be lucky in havin ' a 
j ob or anything yo ' wanta undertake tub do . [Waycro ss , Ga . ,  ( 1146 ) , 18 70 : 2 . ] 

1137 2 .  Ah know i f  yo ' go to a fig tree an ' cut a roo t outa fig tree - cut 
dat roo t ' bout large as yo ' could bold it  in a pocke tbook - well , i t ' s  luck to 

SMALL FIG ROOT - PIECE - POCKETBOOK - LUCK AND GAMES 
yo ' .  An ' den in any kinda 
games - yo ' are lucky in 
any kinda games wi t fig 

roo t .  Yo ' know , put i t  in yore 
wick, Ga . ,  (1214) , 2060 : 14 . ]  

pocke t an ' to te i t  lak dat . It ' s  lucky . [Bruns-

113 7 3 . Said yo ' go to a fig tree an ' yo ' git a 
roo t from de west  side , dat de side de sun set on , 

3 ROOTS FROM 3 SIDES OF FIG TREE - HEARTS COLOGNE 
KEEP IT IN YORE POCKET • • •  DEMAND ANYTHING YO ' WANT 

roo t  from de no ' th side , a 
yeah . An '  git de roo t f rom 

three diff erent par ts ; don ' t 
git it from foah , git i t  
from three , three different 
direct ions , [ they ] say . An ' 

yo ' keep dat roo t an ' put a little Hearts Co logne on it , an ' j es t  keep it in 
yore pocke t an ' yo ' kin demand anything yo ' want done . Oat ' s  al l from a fig 
tree . [For ano ther vers ion of this ri te , also from Waycross , see No . 1 247 , v . l . ] 
[Waycross , Ga . ,  (1148) , 18 7 2 : 8 . ] 

11374 . Well de fig tree is always goin ' tub be good . Yo ' work good wi t dat . 
Anything, yo '  unders tan ' , tub do or whut chew want i t  tub do . 

KAME AND WHAT YOU WANT DONE - USUALLY GOOD 
WRITE ON PAPER - BURY AT ROOTS OF FIG TREE 

(How would you do tha t ? )  
Well , yo ' j es '  only put it a t  de 
root ,  anything whut chew wanta us e  
in dat . Jes ' lak if  yo ' wanta do 

ae good , an ' wanta give me even good luck on i t ,  yo ' ll put it at de foot of a fig 
tree . Yo ' ll j es ' take me an ' name me . An '  den when yo ' name me , why , co ' se den 
yo ' j e s ' only wr ite mah name an ' den yo ' wri t e  whut chew want done . An '  den yo ' ll 
put dat down a t  de fig tree roo t ,  but chew put it in dirt . Dat ' s  all ab know 
' bout da t .  [ S umter , S .  Car . ,  ( 1 382) , 2455 : 6 . ]  

11375 . De fig tree - take a b o ttle an ' urinate in de bo ttle . An '  it ' s  j es '  
lak if yo ' go t i t  in fo ' me an ' yo ' wanta hurt me , urinate in de bottle an' den 
take somepin else {what? ] an ' po ' in dat urinate , an ' take dis red s tring an ' 
twist it real tight an ' s lash i t  to de main root of dat fig tree . Anybody go to 
dat fig tree an ' eat it dey poisoned. If dey eat a fig offa dat tree dey ' s  poi
soned. [The preceding word s lash I evidently unders tood as lash according to my 
following ques tion . ]  

(How do you t i e  this s tring around i t ? )  
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URINATE INTO BOTTLE - POUR S OMETHING [WHAT? ] INTO 
BOTTLE - CORK UP BOTTLE - MAKE HOLE THROUGH C� 
US ING NAIL - PUSH RED STRING THROUGH HOLE IN CORK 
INTO URINE - WITH KNIFE SLIT OPEN FIG TREE ROOT 
ATTACH STRING - TIE - LIQUID FROM BOTTLE INTO TREE 
HOODOO TRANSFUS ION - ANYONE EATING FIG IS POISONED 

See , yo' takes de cork s top
per an ' puts it into dis 
bottle .  An' yo ' takes a 
small nail an ' makes a hole 
right into de center of  dis 
s topper , right down in de 
cork, see . An ' de end of 
it , take it out an ' j es '  

twist  i t  real tight an ' j es ' take yore knife an ' j es '  open de end of  a tendril , 
j es ' break o f f  de tendril an' j es' le t de thread in dere , an ' j es '  let i t  close 
right back up . See , dat urinate po ' right into de tree . 

(You have par t o f  the s tring into the bottle and part of it hanging outside ? )  
[ This is one o f  several transfusion rites i n  HOODOO� ano ther example of  how doa
tors imitated M . D . ' s . ] 

Yes . [Wilson , N .  Car . , (1459 ) , 2649 : 13 . ] 
113 76 . I f  yo ' wanta git a girl tub love yo ' , yo ' take her undah a fig tree 

an' [ they ] say ,  yo ' take her dere f o '  as many times as twelve , an ' dey s ay ,  if  

12 TIMES TAKE GIRL UNDER FIG TREE - SHE ' LL LOVE YOU 
yo ' git her tuh go with 
yo ' twelve t imes , say 
she ' ll love yo' - aftah 

yo' taken her dis twelfth time say she will love yo ' . Jes ' take her down dere 
an' talk with her under de fig bush . [Fayetteville , N. Car. , (1391) , 2497:7 . ]  

11377 . Yo ' know , during when de figs i s  green , dey have a little white sompin 
dat chew kin mash up . An ' , if yo ' s  in love - lovin ' someone an ' she wus treatin ' 

GREEN FIG MILK - MAN DRINKS FOR UNRETURNED LOVE 
yo ' so j es' like yo ' wanted tuh 
git out , quit lovin ' her or 
sompin - dey claim yo ' take two 

of dose figs an ' squeeze . Don ' t git de seeds , j es '  git all dat milk out an' 
drink i t  wi th yore milk an ' all , an ' along - along gradually she ' ll come to leave 
yore mind . Jes ' like yo' have yore mind set  on somepin, yo ' can ' t think of any
thing else but dat . An '  dey claim dat dat ' ll settle it . Dat ' s  whut ah hear de 
ole people say . Ah ' ve nevah tried it . [Waycross , Ga . ,  (1163) , 1940 : 1 . ]  

3 CORNERED FILE UNDER CENTER OF HOUSE - QUINCUNX 
11378. Yo ' kin take a three
cornered file an ' yo ' kin 
crawl under de middle of  some 

lucky person house - person' s house - underneath de house , an' yo' kin put dis 
fi le down j es ' ab out two inches . In three days dey ' ll be gone .  

(That' s to move them out o f  the house . )  [Waycross , Ga . , ( 10 76) , 1743:4 . ]  
11379 . Git a brand-new three-cornered file ; see , a brand-new one - three-

cornered file . Yo '  kin git one fo ' a nickel right down to Kress [ =  Kresge , now 
K mart ] . At fo ' ' clock in 
de mawnin ' ,  i f  yo ' want dis 
house [house in which I was 

NEW 3-CORNERED FILE - H I DE AT STEP TO MOVE PEOPLE 

then interviewing informant] , see , if yo ' 
outa town now - j es '  outa dis house .  Yo ' 
enough [under ] so nobody kin see it , see . 
leave dis house . 

want me [ to ]  move outa dis house - not 

comes dere to de s tep an ' s t ick it fur 

An ' den leave it an ' de folks will  

(They will move out ? )  
Oh , dey got ta,  ah s een dat happen . [Brunswick , Ga . ,  (1183) , 1995:5 . ]  
11380 . Gi t a ole rus ty file , unders tan , what somebody haven ' t  used and you 

kin file that file . In other words dig a hole about two s teps from the door
step and put a hog foot down in dere . An' then go about two s teps further and 
you drive that file down about two inches under the dirt. An' of cours e when 
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you drive i t  down in, using three words . Consequently , it  won ' t be long till 

IN FRONT OF VICTIM ' S BOOK BURY A HOG FOOT - NEARBY 
DRIVE DOWN NEW RUSTY FILE - IN 3 HOLY NAMES - MOVES 

that ' s  gone . 
(What three words do you 
use ? ) 
Well , you drive that down , 

In the Name of the FatheP, Name of the Son and the Ho Zy Ghos t .  
( I  see . What will that do t o  them then? ) 
Well , they have to go . That will s e t  them going . 
(Make them move . )  [Jacksonville , Fla . , ( 604) , 78 3 : 5 . ] 
11381 . Or yo ' kin take a file an ' yo ' kin write a man ' s name an '  keep him 

a t  home wit a file - keep him,  make yore husband s tay at home . Yo ' kin buy a 

BUY NEW FLAT FILE - NAME IT YOUR HUSBAND - ON BOTH 
FLAT SIDES WRITE HIS NAME COMING TO YOU - YOU HAVE 
USED HIS NAME 3 TIMES - LAY FILE AT TOP OF DOOR HE 
WALKS THROUGH MOST - TO KEEP HIM FROM RUNNING ABOUT 

brand-new file,  be shore 
it ' s  a brand-new file , 
one of those flat files , 
an ' name i t  yore husban ' . 
Yo ' take it  home an ' yo ' 
write  his name comin ' tuh 

yo ' on dat f ile . Dat ' s  kinda hard tuh do but chew kin do it . Write his name on 
each s ide o f  dat file . An ' den lay i t  up where he tranferrin ' in an ' out , an ' 
dat ' ll make him s tay at  home . [Memphis , Tenn . , (1452) , 2790 : 11 . ] 

11 382 . De file , dey say yo ' kin take a file an ' file a nail down right fine . 
Da t whut dis man say ,  cut de nail down right  fine an ' put de nail down undah de 
do ' sill an ' put de file up undah de s ill undah de house . 

FILE NAIL TO SHARP POINT - DRIVE NAIL INTO GROUND 
UNDER DOORSILL - NAIL THE FILE UP UNDER DOORS ILL 
PEACE IN HOUSE [ NAIL AND FILE KEEP AWAY WITCHES ] 

(You file a nail  down ? )  
Yeah , right fine - yo '  know , 
right sharp . 
( To a po int ? )  
Yes . An '  yo ' na il i t  down 

in de ground - put it  down in de ground , right  undah de s ill ,  an ' den take de 
file an' nail i t  up on de sill undahneath de house . An' dey says dat will make 
a quie t home . [ Undah de si Z Z  undah de house shows that this house is built a 
foo t  or more ab oveground , res ting upon 4 or 5 piles or pillars and having open 
sides , so that you can crawl underneath to perform this rite . We have met these 
hous es and under-the-ground-floor rites before . ] [ Fayet tevi lle , N. Car . , ( 1419 ) , 

FILE BURIED AT DOORSTEP 
POINTED TO HOUSE - TROUBLE 

2495 : 10 . ] 
1138 3 .  (You bury the f ile under the doorstep?  This 
brings trouble into the home? ) 
That brings trouble in a home . 
( The point mus t be • • • •  ) 
Ext endin ' [pointing ] to de house . Yo '  don ' wanta 

bury i t  dis way on de step [ demons trates ] .  Yo ' wanta bury it dataway , extendin ' 
to de house an ' kinda elevated up . Dat brings trouble in de home . {Memphis , 
Tenn . , ( 15 29 ) , 2 7 3 3 : 10 . ] 

11384 . Yo ' take dat file an ' i t ' s  a certain place at chure s teps , yo ' stick 
dat file down on de point . But chew gotta have sompin else tuh go undah dat . 

Yo ' go t ta have • • •  Yo ' take 
2 OR 3 INCHES OUTS IDE FRONT STEPS - DIG HOLE - PUT dat John de Conkah, yore 
..!!._!: JOHN DE CONKAH - URINE - SUGAR - BLUESTONE chambah lye an ' a teaspoon 
fORCE FILE DOWN THROUGH THEM - KILLS ALL CONJURE fulla sugah . An' de blue-

yo ' don ' t git it  compounded . 
it an' yo ' put it  in a hole . 
it [ingredients ] in dat hole 

- ·  s tone yo ' beat it up ,  if 
Yo ' beat it  up an ' put it in dere , an' yo ' take 
Den yo ' take dat file an ' yo ' s tick it down - po ' 

an ' s tick it  [ file ] down dere, about two or three 
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inches from yore s teps . Dat ' s  whut dat file is fo ' , tub keep down do se sharp 
things [ an enemy could b ury under your doorstep ] . 

(What will that do now? ) 
Dat will hold yore luck in dat house . I t  will hold yore luck . [Memphis , 

Tenn . , (1548) , 2812 : 5 . ] 
11385 . Policeman comes several times and you wanta keep him away , and you 

doin ' underworZd work . You have to get you oil of cinnamon , us e your ahamber 

2 NEW FILES CROSSED - UNDER FRONT DOOR AND BACK 
FOR UNDER-WORLD WORK - SCRUB DAILY BEFORE SUNRISE 
WITH OIL OF CINNAMON - YOUR URINE AND RED PEPPER 
SCRUB IN FOR CUSTOMERS - FILES STOP POLICE AND EVIL 

Zye , and cayenne pepper , 
and scrub every morning 
before the sunrise .  S crub 
into house [ for trade ] , 
never out . Then you get 
you two brand-new files 

and you put ' em to your door and cross ' em .  They can ' t  come over that . 
(Well , where did you put these at the door then? How would you put them? ) 
What ,  the files ? 
(Yes , at the door . )  
You would put them underneath the doors tep . 
(Underneath the doors tep . I see , so they won ' t come in . )  

You have to use ' em in de back door like dat [also ] if there is two entrances 
going in . Well they can ' t come across those two new files . [ Norfolk , Va . , 

3 NEW FILES : 1 AT EACH FRONT CORNER OF HOUSE 
1 AT FRONT DOORSTEP - TO KEEP DOWN CONJURE 

(492 ) , 530 : 1 . ] 
11386 . Take a file if  anyone be  
doin ' anything roun ' yore home . 
Take a file an ' a new brand 

[brand-new ] file an ' [ demons trates ] 
corner [ of  house ] ,  an ' one a t  chure 
dat . 

place one at that corner an ' one at de othah 
[ front ] do ' steps ,  an ' dat do away with all 

(Place those two files at the two front corners of the house? ) 
De front corners of  de house . [Sumter , s .  Car . , ( 1 365) , 2410 : 2 . ]  
1138 7 . Yo ' kin go tuh a hardware s to ' an ' buy yo ' fo ' new files an ' s tick 

' em down to each corner of  dat house an '  somebody be  always dere who wanta rent 

4 NEW FILES - STUCK DOWN AT EACH CORNER OF HOUSE 
IF YOU WANT SOMEONE TO STAY - HE OR SHE WILL STAY 

FILE AND PIECE OF VICTIM' S OWN CLOTHES BURIED 
UNDER HIS OR HER OWN STEPS - MOVES HIM OR HER 

it . If yo ' want anybody 
tuh s tay ,  dat ' ll even make 
' em stay .  Dat ' s  right . 
[ Sumter , s .  Car . ,  ( 1355 ) , 
2374 : 5 . ] 
11388 . Take a file an ' 
place it  undah yore [ their ] 
do ' s tep , dat cause ' em tuh 

move . Git a piece of dere clo thes , yo ' know , a p iece of cloth in dey garment . 
Prob ' ly a person when dey washin ' or sompin lak dat , no t knowin ' dat yo ' have 
anything against ' em,  cut a piece o f  dere garment off  an ' use it . Bury it undah 
yore [ their ] s teps . Yo ' have to do it at nigh t qui te natural . 

(Whose s teps do you b ury i t  under ? )  
Undah dere s teps . 
( I f  I wanted to harm you , I would get a p iece of  your garment' and bury it 

under your s tep ? ) 
Yes . [Memphis , Tenn . , (1518) , 2695 : 5 . ] 
11389 . I f  yo ' wanta git me outs heah , bury dat file an '  le t; it stay dere 

nine days . 
(Where do you bury it ? ) 
Undah de front steps . [New Or leans , La . ,  (1558) , 2982 : 10 . } 
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11390 . [ S ince these three divis ions of  our margin title are listed both sin
gly and together in the following r ites , I have for convenience combined them 

here in one margin title ; this title later 
FINGERNAILS - TOENAILS - FOOTSKIN to be followed by a closely related but sep-

arate margin ti tle FOOT PRINTS or FOOT TRACKS . 
These lat ter in former times and through much o f  the year were made by the skin 
of the bare fee t . Other rites about thes e four aspects of the human body are 
scattered throughout HOODOO. ] 

Fingernails in food helps love mat ters . [Wilmington 83 : 4+85 & Richmond 348 : L ]  
1139 1 .  For love s erve fingernails in drink . [ Fredericksburg by Edkphone . ]  
11392 . Fingernail dirt and dandruff in dr ink b rings love . [Mobile 9 7 3 : 1 . ] 
1139 3 . Lo tta mens an ' dey drink plenty of  whiskey or gin , an ' dey goin ' 

right by , dey tell me yo ' take some o f  yore fingernails an ' put in it , say dat 
will help b ring b us iness . Put dat in dere . [ Fayetteville 2599 : 8 . ] 

1139 4 . You can � another person ' s fingernails for love . [Wilmington 
115 : 5+85 . ] 

11395 . "They take your fingernails , if  you kin git ' em after somebody cut 
' em off , an ' wraps ' em up in a handkerchief , and take and wear ' em close to your 
body .  They claim you kin always have power over ' em.  You� do ' em any way you 
want to and they can ' t do nothin ' to protect themselves about i t . "  [ Richmond , 
Va . , { 386) , 458 : 3 . ] 

11396 . Dirt from under someone ' s  fingernails kept or � causes love . 
[Mobile 88 2 : 4 . ]  

11 39 7 .  Fingernails are worn in shoe to hold person . He specifies middle 
finger of right hand and finger next to little finger on left hand and dirt from 
under these 2 nails . [ Vicksburg 1001 : 6 . ] 

11398 . I heerd ' em say day dey kin get chure fingernails and dey take and 
� ' em and git de ashes . S ee , and put it in de ground and bury it , and dey 
say dat you will suffer wit de headache . I hear ' em say dat all de time . 

( Suffer with the headache . I see . )  [ Petersburg , Va . ,  (450) , 426 : 4 . ] 
11399 . Take dey fingernails and bury ' em an ' make ' em � dere �· [ Fay

etteville 26 14 : 13 . ] 
11400 . Scrape fingernails , put in coffee , �' or whiskey , an ' you ' ll go 

crazy . [ Charleston 5 72:2 . ] 
11401 . I f  dirt under your fingernails is dropped into whiskey or anything , 

your sys tem becomes poisoned or poisoned. [ Charles ton 64 2 : 5 . ]  
1140 2 .  "S crape the fingernails into the drink • • •  goes into the man ' s a tomic • • • 

that ails him • • •  as if you put a slow poison in a person . "  [New Orleans 1135 : 7 . ] 
1140 3 . "They take your fingernails and soak it  in whiskey , and you drink it , 

and i t  will kill you AS DEAD AS FOUR 0 ' CLOCK. " [ Fredericksburg , by Ediphone . ] 
11404 . They take your fingernails and that will s top you from s tealin ' . 

S top ' em up in a bottle an ' keep it fer nine days . [ Richmond ( 36 5 )  302 : 8 . } 
11405 . Take 9 f ingernails an ' take an ' put ' em in a han ' kahchief an ' keep 

' em  for 9 days . They s ay that kin keep policemen from comin' to your house . 
[Richmond , Va . , ( 36 9 ) , 306 : 3 . ] 

11406 . I f  parched toenails are dropped into your food ,  they will grow in you 
and kill you . [ Charles ton 6 20 : 3 . ] 

----- -----
1140 7 . Foot skin in cologne for love . [Wilmington 238 : 2 . ]  
11408 . Your dead foot skin in his food , "he • s  under your feet . "  [Mobile 

945 : 10 . ] 
--

11409 . Scrape soles o f £!!!, brown on s tove , and serve in food for love . 
[Mobile 8 8 3 : 13 . ] 

11410 . Serve dead foot skin in food or drink 9 times for �· [Mobile 
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8 7 7 : 9 . ] 
11411 . Entice to love by letting person drink left-foot scrapings and salt

peter from bottle . [Mob ile 8 74 : 10 . ] 
11412 . Foo tskin in cologne bottled and worn for love . [Wilmington 238 : 2+85 . ]  
11413 . Add dead foo tskin to dough for love when iaking bread . [ Richmond 

30 2 : 9 . ] 
11414 . Dead skin from left  foot used in food is good for love . [Wilmington 

2 3 7 : 8+85 . ]  
11415 . For love use footskin in food . [ Norfolk 490 : 4 . ]  
11416 . Foo tskin with alcohol or �hur in food is good for love . [ Charles

ton , S .  Car . , 60 7 : 4 . ] 
11417 . Skin from the bo ttoms of your feet and � tossed into running water 

hurts you in some way or runs you crazy . [Wilmington 270 : 8+85 . ]  
11418 . Left foo tskin in bottle with soda or sal t or sulphur , throw into a 

creek "on a high spring current" and "always after dat you ' ll roam about de 
world . "  [ Creek here is an inlet from the sea , in the British sense ,  and not the 
American creek = b rook . ] [ Charles ton 5 7 2 : 3 . ] 

11419 . "If  a person ge t de skin offen de bottom of  dey fee t lak dat an ' [ the� 
says it would put a person to walkin ' .  You know , bury i t ,  can ' t s tay in one 
place . "  [To bury some thing to keep a person walking seems like a misuse of magic 
here , b ut s imilar rites are common in HOODOO . Intention frequently contradi c ts 
symbolism. ] [Vicksburg 98 7 : 9 . ]  

114 20 . "Jus t like you wash your feet good , take and scrape good and hard and 
get p lenty o f  that scraped o f f . Put in a bo t tle or a bag , take i t  to the grave
yard and � it , tha t will MAKE YOU "WALKIFIED , " j es ' walk all the time . " 
[Vicksburg 100 7 : 6 . ] 

114 2 1 . "Soak your feet an ' git dat dead skin o ffa dere an ' dey ' ll take dat 
an ' carry it an ' scattah it on de outskirt of a graveyard . Why yo ' couldn ' t b e  
in no p eace , yo ' ll neah [near ) about go crazy , have yuh haid addled all de time , 
yo ' ll j es '  be  nauseatin ' an ' b e  half crazy all de time . "  [ Charles ton 5 75 : 3 . ] 

11422 . Fingernails and toenails  are kep t  in purse for love . [Richmond 
361 : 2 . ] 

114 23 . Scrape fingernails and toenails and drop into drink for love . [Mem
phis 15 70 : 2 . ] 

114 24 . Either fingernails or toenails are mixed with food for love . [ Jack-
sonville , 691 : 9 . ] 

- -- -

114 25 . She parches fingernails and toenails and serves in food to hold man . 
[ Mobile 899 : 3 . ]  

11426 . Put man ' s own fingernails  and toenails in tea to keep him home . 
[ Charles ton , S .  Car . , 549 : 3 . ] 

1142 7 .  If  you parch fingernails and toenails , put them in b read dough and 
bake , some say you make friends , others say you harm . [Mobile 9 18 : 5 . ]  
--114 28 . I f  you fasten person ' s  fingernails andltOenails in a bottle , that 
makes this man think o f  you and keeps him coming to your house . [Washington , 
D . C . , 805 : 11 . ] 

11429 . Fingernails and toenails thrown into running water drives vic t im 
crazy . [Vicksburg 1012 : 10 . ] 

114 30 . Throw his f ingernails and toenails with graveyard dirt into running 
water to run him crazy . [Wilmington 2 70 : 7+85 . ] 

11431 . S crape person ' s fingernails o r  toenails , fasten up , and throw � 
running water to keep person going . [Richmond 385 : 1 . ] 

11432 . "I ' ve heard of their takin '  ' em , fingernails and toenails , an ' throwin' 
' em in runnin' water to keep you from keep in ' any money . "  [My original pencil 
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transcription attached reads : doubtful, do not use unless par . (parallel) . Non
sense ! I merely had a lot to learn . ] [ Richmond 304 : 2 . ] 

114 33 .  "You could take that fingernails and toenails and bury it and that 
cause to give you misery in the head . "  [New Orleans 1366 : 2 . ] 

11434 . They bury your fingernails and toenails to keep you . [Petersburg , 
Va . ,  421 : 6 . ] 

11435 . Wrap victim ' s  fingernails or toenails in red flannel [a red coffin ! ] ,  
bury it , make a wish , and af ter nine days the person will take s ick , �' or � 
crazy . [ Richmond 36 7 : 1 . ] 

11436 . "Dey kin take dat [ fingernails and toenails ]  and put it  in de stove 
an ' parch it • • •  den take it an ' tie it up in a piece of rag , an ' put a piece of 
assafitadee in it  an ' a little sulphur , an ' dey kin bury dat aroun '  de house • • •  
dat will make yo ' come to dat house all de time an ' yo ' can ' t  s tay away . "  
[Mobile 951 : 6 .  ] 

11437 . Bury toenails and fingernails in the graveyard - "will s tart choo to 
perishin ' an '  s tayin ' s ickly an ' unhealthy until yo ' j is '  perish away to nuthin . "  
[Mobile 945 : 9 .  ] 

114 38 . Fingernails and toenails s topped up runs you crazy . [Vicksburg 
100 2 : 12 . ] 

11439 . "If  ah would git holt of  yuh fingernails or yuh toenails an ' ah s top
ped da t �, an ' da t could kill yuh . " [ Charles ton 640 : 4 .  ] 

11440 . Put person ' s  fingernails an ' toenails in sal t ; that controls person . 
[Mobile 9 85 : 4 . ] 

1144 1 .  Put f ingernails and toenails in bottle with 9 needles and 9 pins 
and bury . "You will dry up and vanish away . "  [Washington , D . C . , 827 : 6 . ] 

1144 2 .  Soak fingernails and toenails in whiskey "dat dey go down to nuthin, "  
pour into s low-running water , to make you useless in your hands "like yo ' para
lized in de han ' s . "  [Washington , D . C . , 822 : 7 . ] 

1144 3 .  They bury f ingernails and toenails under the s teps to kill you . [New 
Orleans 1313 : 2 . ] 

11444 . Dey kin take yore fingernails an ' yore toenails , if dey kin git ' em,  
an ' dey kin take ' em an ' carry ' em an ' shet [ dialect variety of  shoo t ,  not from 
a gun , but throw them into the water with as much force as you can]  ' em in [ into ] 
watah an ' yo ' can ' t s top travelin ' .  [ Florence 2269 : 10 . ] 

--

11445 . Parch fingernails and toenails and give in food or drink for love . 
[Norfolk 5 35 : 7 . ] 

11446 . "They take a thing that grows in the woods you call a pigtai l [see 
Later ] , an ' a heart leaf [see later ] , an ' take de fingernails an ' toenails an ' 
put it [ in ]  that an ' boil it . That ' s  suppose to cause your hands to be ill from 
i t . "  [Is  pigtai l informant ' s  name for a plant looking like or having s omething 
like the s lender spike of  small flowers belonging to the common plantain, PLant

ago major? The meaning of heart leaf is impossible to identify among hundreds 
of plants having cordate leaves . ]  [Wilmington , N .  Car . , ( 331) , 269 : 7+85 . ] 

11447 . Dey take yore fingernails an ' plant ' em down by de do ' an ' people walk 
ovah dem an ' den dey throw red peppah behin ' yo ' ,  see ,  an ' keep de windows down 
an '  keep ' em from comin ' back to harm yo ' .  

( I f  I were in the hous e ,  I would p lant my own fingernails down there? )  
Lis ten , if  a person i s  tryin ' tuh harm yo ' ,  unders tan ' ,  yo ' kin take yore 

fingernails an ' toenails an ' cut ' em off  an ' put ' em down by yore do ' ,  an ' as 
they come along , yo ' kin sweep out an ' throw dat red peppah behin ' ' em. 

(But they walk over those fingernails ? After they walk over them then I 
throw that s tuff behind them? ) 

Yes . [Memphis ( 959 )  1542 : 5 . ] 
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11448 . They take that and they � it , these fingernails and the toenails -
all wrapped up , you see . Get some , somepin that come out of  the shell - gun
powder . Get some gunpowder and dirt out of  the graveyard , and your fingernails 
and your toenails , either one ,  and go bore a hole in a tree , but you stop it up 
in a can or a bottle like that . And you bore a hole in the tree, and a nail , as 
long as you can find , to drive in to keep that drawing up , you see .  You drive 
that can fastened up . Of course ,  you burn at the soles , you get funny feeling 
ab out your head , you see . [New Orleans ( 85 5 )  1 347 : 3 . ]  

11449 . You [ they ] kin take yore fingernails . They kin lead you or make you 
go anywhere that they want you to do [go ] . Now, your toena ils - well , that ' s  
all the same thing . But either one of  your nails , or part about you - that ' s  a 
person got you in their Zead - they kin lead you and they can do anything they 
want . Just like if you was my landlord and I had some of  your f ingernails or 
toenails , I would s tay in this room [ interviewing room]  from now on and every 
time I come in here you ' d  take sides with me . 

(What would we do with those [ finger and toe ] nails ? )  
They have to put ' em in - j ust  put a little idene [ iodine ] in a bottle and put 

a li t tle vinegar in - about nine drops of vinegar . 
(That all they do with it? ) 
Tha t ' s all . They gotcha . Don' t have to do a bit more than that . Couple of  

ways that other people try to do  somepin ,  it kinda keeps them away for  awhile ,. 
but that - you take that , that ' s  the real way to do . [ New Orleans (86 7 )  1405 : 2 . ] 

11450 . Dey git chure fingernails an ' yore toenails . Ah didn ' t hear how many 
yo ' takes , j est  so i t  yore fingernails an ' yore toenails . Dey take dat an ' dey 
parch i t ,  dey go back dere an ' parch ' em. Beat ' em up real fine an ' put ' em in 
some water den an ' boil ' em till dat makes - j es '  makes kind of  a medicine-lak 
out of i t .  Den dey ' ll take dat - make dis heah medicine out of  i t  den dat ' s  a 
poison-lak . Dey ' ll take den an ' po ' it  - git chure h!! or anything lak yo ' go t  
t o  wear . Lak dey be ' s around yo ' an ' dey ' ll po ' it  aroun ' de rim of yore hat ,  
an ' dey puts some cologne in dis - some sweet-smelling cologne , an' put in dis , 
an ' po ' it  roun ' yore hat . An '  dey says dat yo ' smell dat , an ' j es t  walk 
dat ' ll run yo ' crazy,  give yo ' a feeble mind . Jest half de t ime yo ' won ' t know 

whut chew doin '  • 
(Then you get my fingernails and toenails and you put them on my hat? )  

Yes , sir ,  anywhere dat chew gi t it . Put i t  in s ompin where he [you ]  kin git 
de smell of dis , inhale dat . [ S t .  Pete rsburg (1014) 1640 : 2 . ] 

11451 . Use � from under fingernails and footskin in � for love . 
[Mobile 8 7 8 : 3 . ] 

1145 2 . Cut s everal fingernails from left  hand , scrape skin from left foo t 
and piece of right inner sole , wear i n  bag, and you can control the person . 
[Vicksburg 989 : 5 . ] 

1145 3 .  MAN CUNJURED WOMAN IN FEET SO SHE COULDN 'T COME TO SEE HIM GET MARRIED 
TO ANOT8ER WO� ! Not much of  a s tory , but a remedy is given for a cure . Mix 
3 ingredients : any liniment ,  sulphur and alum; rub down ,  never up , makes the 

swelling go down into the ground . [Wilmington ( 2 38)  161 : 4 . ]  
11454 . "Cut your toenails or your f ingernails , or scrape that dead skin off 

[your feet ] • • •  bury it in a place where nobody walks • • •  that will dry you up , YOU 
WILL DRAG. " [ New Orleans , La . , 119 3 : 6 . ] 

11455 . The � off the bottom of  your feet • • •  bury that � your toenail 
and fingernail TO KEEP YOU ON THE GO TO THE GRA VEYARD • • •  KEEP YOU ON A DRAG. 
[New Orleans 1289 : 7 . ] 

11456 . Fingernails , toenai ls and footskin in food aids �· [ Charles ton , 
s .  Car . , 545 : 5 . ] 
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1145 7 .  Parched fingernails , toenai ls and footskin in food creates love . 
[Mobile 9 4 3 : 6 . ] 

--
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11458 . Serve fingernails , toenails and "huff"  [ o ld skin from bot tom of fee t ]  
in food for love . [ Wilmington 2 7 1 : 1 . ] 

11459 . Fingernails , toenails and foo tskin in food or drink brings love . 
[ Ocean City , Md . ,  by Ediphone . ]  

11460 . Left fingernails and toenails , and left-foo t  skin parch , add sugar 
and give in food 9 mornings for love . [ Mobile 865 : 5 . ] 

11461 .  Take f ingernails and toenails , wash feet and scrape and get dead 
skin , hair from under clo thes , parch , put in food for love . [Memphis 1560 : 8 . ] 

----114� Your toenails and your fingernails and the dead skin o f f  your feet . 
And take that and tie it  in • • •  and a tencent [ silver dime ] and sew it  up in a 
piece o f  red cloth and bury that underneath the doors tep , and they say her11 
never come back here no more . 

{Who won ' t come back? ) 
The person you wanta run away from dere . 
( I  see . Is that all you have to do ? )  
Yes , take i t  and put i t  in a red p i ece o f  clo th . 
Well , if you wanta keep him,  you take your toenails - if  you wanta keep a 

man or either a woman , you take your toe-nails and your fingernails and the dead 
skin off  the b o ttom of your fee t and put it in a piece of [ red ] cloth and s ew it  
u p  and put a ten cent [ silver dime ] in dere with it and a piece of his hair , and 
he ' ll never leave you . [ Norfolk 5 24 : 7 . ] 

1146 3 .  "The bottom o f  the feet • . •  s crape them • • • put that into a bot tle • • •  s top 
it up and bury that • • •  you ' U  pine away . " [ New Orleans 1366 : 3 . ] 

1146 4 . "Scrape off  the bot tom of  the feet , you know s ome women do , and they 
cooking or anything like that ,  wan ta keep their husband . "  [Vicksburg 1000 : 10 . ] 

11465 . "A person kin take and wash their feet , j ust scrape that , get it  off  
there ; I mean that dead skin off  the feet . An d  I ' ve heard they say they take 
and parch it  and put i t  in coffee , or a man ' s  food that a man b e  eating , to take 
advantage o f  a man . " [ Vicksburg 1001 : 4 . ] 

-

11466 . "Take the dead skin out from under the bottom o f  your feet and parch 
it up and put it in a man ' s foo d ,  a woman kin , and give it to him . She kin do 
anything in de world she want . He kin ccome up and s ee her in de bed with ano ther 
�' he ain ' t  goin ' to say nothin ' - he won ' t say a thing , j us t  cry and go ahead 
on . " [ Vicksburg 99 4 : 3 . ] 

1146 7 .  Scrape dead skin from bot tom o f  fee t ,  put in person ' s food to control 
or cause love . [Washington , D . C . , 82 2 : 5 . ] 

----

11468 . "Dey say you kin take de skin of f de bot tom of your feet and scrape 
�' you know , s crape i t  o f f ; and put i t  in some whiskey and give it to him to 
drink , and he can ' t  go nowher e . " [Wilming ton 25 7 : 2+85 . ] 

1146 9 . "Scrape the hull [ sometimes "huff " ] off  the bottom o f  your fee t ,  and 
soak it in whiskey for "their husbands , and they would keep ' em . " [Vicksburg 
986 : 2 . ] 

114 70 . In cof fee , from right heel . [ Wilming ton 231 : 3+85 . ]  
114 71 .  Take bath ,  scrape fee t  to you , let fall on paper , hair o f f  privates 

and few fingernails and toenails , parch them, put in food for love . [Memphis , 
(965) , 155 7 : 5 . ] 

114 72 . "You want somebody put under your feet . "  Wash feet toes to heel . 
Scrape dry skin . Put in whiskey or coffee . "Put ' em right under your feet and 
they ' d  do anything in world you said do . "  [Memphis 15 68 : 8 . ] 

114 7 3 . Sc rape de b o ttom of yo ' feet . But people don ' t hardly worries wit 
authin like da t now wit people so wis e ,  you know , wit dem things . 
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(Well , wha t  would they do i f  they scrape the bot tom of  your feet ?  What would 
they do wi th tha t ,  did you ever hear ? )  

Well , dey j es t  buries i t  somewheres in a bot tle and buries i t  somewhere . 
Dat ' s  j es t  to keep you dOwn . You know , you won ' t have no character , do no thing 
fer yourself . [ Charles ton 6 23 : 3 . ] 

114 74 .  Jes t like I tole you about de o ther thing . Dey ' ll take dat and 
s crape i t  and put it � li t tle paper sack or tie it up in a clo th and they ' ll 
drop dat overboard . Dat ' ll hurtcha . 

(What will that do to you? ) 
That will cause you to be down all de time and you ' ll go crazy . You go 

ovahb o ' d , sompin like dat [ foot ]  track will . 
( That is with the scraping o f  your fee t . )  
Yes . [ Charles ton 65 3 : 7 . ] 
114 75 . (What do they do with that? )  
Well , they kin make you leave town with that . Jus t get that , what they scrape 

off  the b o t tom of your feet , and take that and go to the drug s tore and get you 
some concentrated lye and put it  into that . And then take it and tie it up in 
a handkerchief  or something , and then leave it  it  set  such a length of time . 

(For a certain length of  time? ) 
Well , about a week , about a week or six days . And then take that and go 

bury it under your doors tep . And you ' ll leave . 
(Unde r the doors tep o f  a p erson that you want to move ? )  
Yes , sir , the same thing as that . [ Vicksburg 1008 : 7 . ] 
114 76 . " I  [you] wash my [ your ] fee t and take a knife and scrape the bottom 

of your feet , and you s crape from your heel up to the toes , then s crape from the 
� back up to the heel . Then they say you put that in whiskey or wine and give 
that to a person and make ' em love yeh . "  [Elizabeth City 556 : 5 . ] 

11477 . They takes that scurve- [ obsole te for scUPf, here flakes or scales o f  
dead skin ] off  their feet a f t e r  they take a bath . They scrapes a lot  o f  it off . 
Like as i f they are cooking some kind of mea t ,  well they ' ll wear tha t piece of  
meat up on ' em - like i f  they buy a s teak in the morning , well they wear that on 
their private , that piece o f  mea t .  Then they take this mea t  wi th th�tuf f off 
their feet , arid they cook all that toge ther , and they feed that t o  the man to 
eat .  But dey [ the woman ] don ' t eat it . 

(What will that do ? )  
Well , that makes a man b e  ups tirred , makes him lazy , makes him trifling . 

That ' s  occasion i f  a woman really likes a man and wants to keep him at  home . 
[New Or leans , La . ,  ( 809 ) , 1135 : 8 . ] 

114 78 .  FOOT TRACKS ALONE - for this special collection o f  hand-and-foo t ri t es 
in CHANNEL DE WORLD - begins here . Foot  track itself is  an amazing part o f  
HOODOO , occupying pages 2818-29 37  in volume 4 !  Even this does no t include those 
foo t- track rites in the 1 1/ 2 volumes o f  interviews , or tho s e  r i t e s  where foot
track is no t the princ ipal ingredient . Finally , we mus t always remember tha t 

foo t track originally was no t the track o f a shoe but a foo tprint of  the bare 
foo t containing perspiration and odor : 

"Take it [ a  person ' s foo t track ] and s top it  up in a bottle and they tell me 
i t ' ll kill you . "  [ I  would s ay this was a fas t  death rather than a s Zow death 
these terms from HOODOO . A no te o f  mine reads : After I asked ( informant)  �hich 
track� he said right. Do no t use specification . In o ther words , if informant 
does not mention right or left ,  the choice is unimportant . ]  [Wilmington 202 : 3+ 
85 . ]  

114 79 . Take foo t track to running water , near there walk backwards , turn your 
back ,  throw over shoulder into s tream , runs person c razy . [Vicksburg 1000 : 1 . ] 
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1 1480 , "They say they go out an ' pick up their left track an ' go down to the 
river and when they git near there they say they walk backwards an ' they say they 
throw [ it ]  in over their shoulder . "  [Wilmington 2 35 : 2+85 . ]  

11481 . Foot track in bottle thrown into running water "puts you to traveling ." 
[Wilmington 2 7 2 : 2+85 . ]  

11482 . Foot track in bo ttle into running water , you ' ll �· [ Vicksburg 
105 7 : 10 . ] 

1148 3 . 
3: 4 . ]  

Foot  track in bottle throw into running water ; lose mind . [ Snow Hill 

11484 . "Take your foot track • • •  put a lit tle salt  with that • • •  shut that up 
tight in a bottle • • •  make you come back . "  [ Charl-;;t'On 6 40 : 3 . ] 

11485 , Lif t up hollow of track, carry back to house , lay with seat of  under
wear , bury , "makes you weak in de .limbs . "  [Washington , D . C . 805 : 10 . ] 
--1-1486 . "Gi t 3 pinches out de pam [pam or pam = bo ttom] of de foot • • •  put 1. 
pinches of  red peppah with it an ' a lit tle drop of  quicksilver [ s topped up ] and 
a raven feather , put it in running water • • •  put ' em to wondering [wandering , make 
a wanderer or tramp out of  you ] . [ Charles ton 606 : 12 . ] 

1148 7 .  "Ketch your [ left ] foo t track up • • •  without breaking it , and put it in 
a rag , carry it down to the running water and throw i t  overboard • • •  you ' ll s tart 
to running [ like the water ] • " [Wilmington 219 : 2+85 . ] 

11488 . If  the visitor is unwanted , pick up her foo t track [probably either 
one ] after she leaves and burn it in the s tove . She will never return . [ Eliza
beth City ,  N .  Car . , 39 8 : 11

-
.

-
1

-

11489 . You kin take , i f  you kin ge t somepin like their foot track , the right 
foot track and take - � it � some sulphur and some salt or some pepper , and 
j us t  fix it anyway . You kin burn it [ outs ide the house ] or if you kin slip it 
in the stove , or heat it  - anyway like that - around where they are at , the people 
[will become ] so �owing [ rou-ing = noisy quarrel ] in there that they can ' t get 
along [ this will b reak up a family ] .  [Norfolk 4 82 : 4 . ] 

114 9 0 . Wel l ,  tub make dem quarrel and git apart , if  yo ' kin git a woman 
track - de leas t bit  out o f  her track, ei thah one - an ' go an ' buy dis ground 
up peppah . Go in de henhouse and git de dried-hard-up [ dried up hard ] hen turd 
[dung ] . Pound it all up tuhgethah . Git some of yore friends , if yo ' can ' t do 
it yo ' self , tuh go dere an ' sprinkle some of  dat in dey s tove , an ' i f  yo ' go dere 
dey be quarrellin ' - send 'em tuh jai Z tuh sett Ze it.  She git so outright mad 
until she hardly will fix dat dinnah or breakfas ' .  She ' s  ready tuh leave yo ' . 

(That is to cause confusion in the home ? )  
Yes . [ Sumter , S .  Car . , (135 9 ) , 2 39 6 : 2 . ] 
11491 . "They kin take a pinch of  dirt out � under your foot track • • •  carry 

it home and put it in a bottl e ,  take that and bury it  • • •  s tops you from walking 
[ to keep home ] . "  [Norfolk 5 30 : 14 . ]  

1149 2 .  [ This is  the very first ri te given by a young woman who came into the 
interviewing room without saying a word , not even answering my greeting , pulled 

FOOT TRACK DUST BURIED CAUSES YOU TO LOSE 
EYESIGHT - HEARING • . .  'FECT ANY PART OF • • .  BODY 

out a deck of cards , and s tanding 
opposite the table in front of me 
began to run the a�dS - tell my 
fortune . I no longer remember 

what she said but I am certain it was something favorable or flattering . The 
rite given here is page or rite No . 1  o f  her interview . On this sheet I wrote 
soon after the interview : Memphis, seaond trip, 1 5 1 8  [ informant ' s  number] , 43 
�-ges [ this does not mean full pages but rites , some of them very short like the 
present one ] . MY aomment at the aZose of 1 5 1 9  [presumably on page 43]  readS, 
�� gir Z, 1 5 1 8, when she firs t aame in, took out a deak of oard8 and ran through 
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them. Wi l l  break up [interview Z.ater] . Several. removed for cures and proteatior .. 
To be quoted in part in Interview Seation . This I never did . ] 

Dey s ay dey kin git de dus t from yore foot track an ' us e it � an ' bury i t  some 
place an ' caus e yo ' tuh lose yore eyesigh t ,  yore hearin ' s  - accordin ' tuh whut 
dey wanta do - yo ' know , j es ' ' feet any part of  yore body . Dey kin caus e i t  tub 
be yore death o r  sompin lak dat .  [As I have said s omewhere in this s ec tion , in
ten tion is everything . ]  [ Memphis 2685 : 1 . ] 

1149 3 .  ( Tha t ' s to keep him . Now, if you want to run him away , what do you 
do ? )  

Well ,  i f  you wanta run him away , you get his left track and take dat and bury 
it underneath de doors tep , and go dere every morning for nine mornings and say 
somepin to it , and he will never come back any more . 

FOOT TRACK - LEFT - 2 WAYS TO RUN PERSON AWAY 
(1)  BURY UNDER DOORSTEP - 9 MORNINGS GO THERE 

AND SAY I HOPE HE ' LL NEVER COME BACK 
( 2) BURY HIS LEFT TRACK UNDER YOUR DOOR BEFORE 
SUNRISE - BURN SALT AND WISH HIM TO MOVE AWAY 

(What do you say to it ? )  
Yo ' j es '  say ,  "I hope he ' ll 
never come back any more . " 
( That is  if you run him away . )  
[Norfolk , Va . , ( 490) , 5 24 : 6 . ] 
11494 . I f  you get boss ' s  foo t 
tracks , take home , keep them in 

a cigar box, he is coming to your hous e next to call for you . [ Foot tracks of 
the boss deserve s tyle , the reason for the cigar box , and the s tyle the reason 
for the boss  calling . ] [Memphis 1556 : 2 . ] 

11495 . At forks o f  roads pick up left foot track, mix with dirt dauber nes t ,  
and drop into a gray horse track to "put you to traveling . "  [ No tice the 4 travel 
agencies ! ]  [Mob ile , Ala . ,  9 71 : 3 . ] 

11496 . Like dis is  de fork of  de road disaway [ demons trates ] an '  yo ' cross  
here . Dey [your enemy ] goes dere . Dey goes dere and you cross  de other way . 

FOOT TRACKS - IN 10 OF YOURS - AT CROS SROADS 
ENEMY MAKES CROSS MARK TO CONTROL YOU 

Dey kin take up your tracks , see . 
An ' dey cros s  [ put a cross  mark 
in ] your track . Ten [ tracks ] .  
Cross  ' em like dat [ demonstrates ] .  

Her e ' s yore track , and j es '  p ick up s ome of your track dis way , and take de o ther 
one and do dataway . Den dey keeps dat and i f  i t ' s  someone dat yo ' really don ' t 
scared of ,  he will call you - come to yore home and call yo ' ,  an ' den he call 
yo ' an ' take dat track - take dat bottle an ' ( s lap , s lap )  wit de chamber Z.ye in 
it . Take dat whatchahcall ' em cloth an '  t ie ' em round yore wais t  and dey couldn't 
do �o ' no harm to save dere [ their ] dying life . 

(How do they cross those tracks out there at the crossroads ? Tell  me that 
again . How do they cross  them? ) 

Dere ' s  yo ' t rack , meanin ' de foo t track . How d e ' [ dey ] cross  it if dey wanta 
harm yuh? Dere ' s  yore track . Dere ' s  de track one way , dey come dere . Take a 
stick from dere [ demons trates with an imaginary s tick ] . 

{Oh ! they put a cross in each of your tracks , a cross mark . I see , make an 
1 1X" , cross mark . I see . )  -

Dat ' s  de way dey do . Dat ' s  de way i t ' s done . 
(That' s the way you cross the tracks , I s ee .  And then after they cro s s  these 

tracks,  what do they do with them? ) 
Dey takes dat and keep it , you understand . Dey keep dat and don ' t keer what

somever you - even yo ' could be rid of  de boss  [ p erson cross ing your tracks ] and 
he keep dat until he ' s dead . [ Charles ton , S .  Car . ,  (near 535) , 648 : 8 . ] 

1149 7 .  Den yo ' kin [ take ] dey foot track an ' put up ovah de do ' an ' dey ' ll 
nevah leave dat house . Dey ' ll s tay in dat hous e .  Dey ' ll nevah leave dat house . 
[ Sumter 2413 : 6b . ] 
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11498 . Bury under your door dirt from his foot track ; he ' l l come to your 
house . [Wilmington 1 6 7 : 6+85 . ]  

1149 9 . Take up dey foot track and put i t  in a bo ttle or a sack, bury under 
steps , "will hold you around the house or j ob . "  [Vicksburg 990 : 12 . ]  

11500 . "Take your track and put i t  in a snuffbox and put it under your door
step and you ' d have to leave . "  [Vicksburg , 1002 : 11 . ] 

11501 . Man ' s right foo t  track in right s to cking , put over door , let it s tay 
there 9 mornings , make him do like you [ a  woman ] �· [Wilmington , ( 325) , 
260 : 3 . ] 

1150 2 . "Put it [ foot track]  in a piece of  c lo th and put it in de fire [ or 
fireplace ] ,  and dat will cause you to be tuh dis place all de time , and you 
wan ' a go an ' can ' t go ' cause yore track is here . "  [ Charles ton 55 5 : 5 . ] 

1150 3 . "Take that [barefoot ] track • • •  some cooking sal t ,  s ome sulphur , and 
some gunpowder ,  and mix dem together in a lit tle bottle and set ' em afire and 
you ' ll be gone , drive you away . "  [ Charles ton 5 7 2 : 1 . ] 

11504 . "Gunpowder and blues tone and de track too , dat fer de roamin ' • • •  put 
it in de chimley , let de smoke go over dat fer 9 days . "  [ Charles ton 611 : 1 . ] 

11505 . "Pick up his track and put s  some sal t in it , gunpowder , red pepper . 
You tie it up [ in a p iece o f  c lo th ] and put it on a s tring and s et it afire • • •  

[ swing it at leas t once about head and let loos e ]  turn it loos e  in de air where 
tha t it bus ts and scatter i t . He gain ' leave here . "  [ Charles ton 5 48 : 2 . ] 

11506 . "When a person comes to your hous e and you don ' t  want them to return , 
you take the dirt up out o f their track and put i t  on the s tove [ to burn or parch 
i t ]  and the p-eriOn won '  t come back . " [ Snowhill 1 :  3 .  ] 

1150 7 . "If  you wanted a person to move from a place [ they say ] that you get 
their shoes and put ' em to the back of  the chimney - j us t  p ut the whole track o f  
the shoe o n  d e  back o f  de chimney • • •  make a track in de back of  de chimney • • •  [and 
after the fire has burned away these impress ions ] that person will disappear from 
that place , they couldn ' t s t ay there . "  [Elizabeth City 4 11 : 1 . ] 

11508 .  "If  she knowed he ' s  gain ' an ' when that he walk out de door , all she 
have to do is to sweep from the front door clear back up into de chimley [ chim
ney , i . e .  the fireplace ] his track , an ' he ' ll b ound to come back . "  [Wilming ton 
231 : 5+85 . ]  

11509 . "I ' m  ga in '  to take i t  [ foo t track ] an ' put it in a glass j ar an ' con
ceal it • • •  dry you up an ' carry you away . "  [ New Orleans 1133 : 2 . ] 

11510 . Choose  a coming- to-you left foo t track , bury at door to bring a per
�; if you select a going-away-from-you left foot track, add graveyard dirt 
and throw into running water to send away . [Mob ile 886 : 6 . ] 

115 11 . Take p erson ' s lef t  foo t track , coming-in track , tie it up in a � 
handkerchief , bury at doors teps , to left s ide as you enter house . This will 
keep the person there . [Mob ile 9 7 7 : 2 . ] 

11512 . " I f  they want chao to be with them ,  why they bury i t  under the door
step . Like if they want chew to come • • •  to my home , see , I bury it under the 
doorstep . And if they want to run you away , why put that in running water and 
sake a wish . 

(Which tracks do they use? ) 
They use the right track . 
(Bow do you mean? ) 
Get the dirt from under the right foo t .  

£0 your home , see , you take i t  when they ' re 
£0 leave , you ge t it out o f  that track when 
•· Car . ,  (438) , 556 : 3 . ] 

Like , j us t ,  if you want ' ea  to come 
coming to the home . If you want ' em  
they leave home . "  [Elizabeth City , 

11513 . "Take his tracks away from [ departing from] the house • • •  � it under 
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de doorstep ; it ' ll bring him right back to you . " [Wilmington 202 : 4+85 . ]  
11514 . Woman takes up right foot track man makes coming to house , from � 

to heel , ties it  up with sal t ,  pepper and sulphur , in � piece of yellow cotton 
[usually called homespun] ,  makes her wishes , buries under door , to bring back . 
[ Elizabe th City 49 3 : 5+85 . ]  

11515 . A woman picks up a man ' s departing foo t  track , puts i t  under her s teps, 
wishes , and he will come back . [Pe tersburg 417 : 5 . ] 

115 16 . Pick up person ' s going-eas t foot track ,  s ew up in a bag , bury it , 
"cause you to run away . "  [EARLY NOTATION OF MINE READS : "PURPOSE UNUSUAL.) PROB
ABLY NOT USE. " HOW COULD A PERSON BURIED.) RUN AWAY? IT TOOK ME A LONG TIME TO 
REALIZE THAT SYMBOLISM IS ALMOST EVERYTHING.) BUT INTENTION IS THE LAW AND THE 
PROPHETS, THE BE ALL AND END ALL . THERE ARE MANY EXAMPLES OF BURIAL TO RUN PER-

SON AWAY, THE VERY NEXT RITE FOR EXAMPLE. ] [Mob ile 890 : 5 . ] 
11517 . They could pick the whole track up j us t  like you walking easy , but 

j us t  after you have gone by no t too long , you see , when you put your feet down , 
' cause the heat from your [bare ] feet will go in the dirt . And j us t after you 
put your fee t down , they can p ick up that track and go bury it  in the graveyard 
and that will cause you to drift . [New Orleans , La . ,  (85 5 ) , 134 7 : 5 . ] 

11518 . "You take the measure of  the foot track and carry it  � the grave
yard • • •  bury it ; you bound to Zinger , to perish . "  [New Orleans 1346 : 4 . ] 

115 19 . Man ' s  foot tracks measured and buried so  many feet from his door 
buried with graveyard dirt . He died . Happened in Arundal Co . ,  Md . [ My original 
transcription soon after belief collected , H . M .H . , this note Nov . 23 , 19 76 . ] 
[ Bal timore , Md . 45 : 3 . ] 

115 20 . "Took up de foot track and put it  in a bo t tle • • •  git graveyard dirt 
from de foot of  de grave • • •  cork it tight  • • •  put it in de rivah . Dat ' s  for like 
yo ' goin ' [ =  to send you away ] . "  [ Charles ton 6 33 : 1 . ] 

11521 . "Take it , foot track , up on a shovel • • •  throw it  in dis graveyard an ' 
that person of  cours e will die . [ Charleston 5 38: 4 . ] 

11522 . "Dey git s  it  [ left foo t track ] and dey put about 9 pinches of peppah 
with it and 9 pinches of  graveyard dirt , you know , and 9 matches , and put de 
s tuff air tight and throw in de water , runnin '  wa ter • • •  that is goin '  drive ' em 
away . " [ Charles ton 606 : 11 . ] 

1152 3 . "They take that out of you right track • • •  git some graveyard dus t and 
a little sulphur and a little sal t and a lit tle pepper , put it in a bag • • •  and 
if  they want to run you crazy ,  they take and throw it in running water . " [Wil
mington 148: 3+85 . ]  

11524 . Pick up person ' s right track toward you , bury with graveyard dirt 
under your steps .  [Wilmington 87 : 3 . ] 

11525 . " I  knowed a �· he go t mad and measured a person ' s track, and he 
wrapped it up in paper , burnt it  up , then took the ashes and put it  in a gun , 
put on a cap , fired that gun and said , I hope that you is a thousand mi les from 
home . He never came back no more:---THAT ' S WHAT I USED TO HEAR THESE OLD CUN
JURES SAY - WE [AS CHILDREN IN CIVIL WAR TIMES ] S IT BACK IN THE CORNER , WE WASN ' T  
ALLOWED TO ASK NO QUESTIONS . "  [ Fredericksburg by Ediphone . ]  

115 26 .  "You git de track like that [going from you ]  and you say ,  Go • • • Gi t 
choo a breechloader shell • • •  take all dat sho ts outa dere an ' po ' dat dirt  into 
dat shell • • •  put choo a little cayenne peppah in dere • • •  twelve o ' clock dat night • • •  
on de way you want de party to go , you shoo t dat shel1 . 11 [Mob ile 9 37 : 1 . ] 

11527 . "Take 3 pinches out of  de pam [palm = ho llow ]  o f  de foot [ track ] • • • 

mix dat gunpowder with it and put it in a shell what you shoot  in de gun • • •  take 
dat and shoot i t  toward de sundown s ide [ towards the wes t ] an '  do it when de 

horizon an '  de sun meets , when de sun goin ' down • • •  won ' t be long ' fore dat fel-
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lah pick up an ' go . "  [ Charles ton 610 : 13 . ] 
115 2 8 . "Take that sand from under the ho llah [of ] your feet • • •  take the shells 

[ sho t ]  out of a shotgun [she Z Z ] , an ' put tha t s and between the shell an' the pow
� [ put the sand in front o f  the powder in the shel l ] an' whichever [way ] dey 
wan ' choo to go , dey shoot i t  [ in that direc tion ] . "  [Wilmington 264 : 2 . ] 

11529 . I f  you know de name of  de person , you kin bring dem back . 
(Well , wha t would you do with that [ name ] ? )  
Wel l ,  you could - AH TELL YOU, BUT AH HOPE YOU AIN 'T COMING BACK ON ME. 
(NO !  I 'M NOT COMING BACK ON YOU AT ALL . NO ! NO ! )  
Well , you s ee ,  you are sure you knows de fel lah - we [ let us ] s ay dat I ' m  de 

person do ' s  it  - see . You kin j es t  git to my s tep lak late in de night , and git 

FOOT TRACK - PART OF OPEN-DOORS TEP DUST - RES TORES 
THEFT - AH TELL YOU BUT AH HOPE YOU AIN 'T COMING 
BACK ON ME - (NO !  I 'M NOT COMING BACK ON YOU AT ALL) 
AT NI GHT P I CK UP DIRT FROM UNDER TH IEF ' S  DOORSTEP 
US ING GUNPOWDER AND OLD-TIME MUSKET - SHOOT THIS DIRT 
AWAY FROM THIEF ' S  HOME TOWARDS YOURS - RE STORATION 

you know , one o f  dese ole-time muskets . Jes t put dat 
to de door , and shoot right directs towards my home -
home . And in three days dat would be back dere . 

a lit tle dus t right from 
under my step and mixes 
that in some gunpowder 
and put it - don ' t put 
it in no shot [ shot gun 
gunpowder wi thout the 
shot ] . Put it in your 
gun . You have to use ,  

in dat gun and come right 
in the direction of my 

Get ' em [no t  foo t  tracks , see later ] right from de center par t  of  my [ door ] 
step as I go in my home . 

(Both tracks ? )  
No , j es t  git de dirt from under de s tep ,  not de track , j es t  de dirt from under 

dere where I goes in and out . [ In many of thes e small houses the treads of out
side s teps are not enclosed ; i t  being easy to reach under or from the side to 
pick up dirt from under the s teps . Bo th wind and rain forced foot track dir t 
under open s teps . ] 

(Of , you mean the doorstep ? )  
Yeah . Jes t  take and go on a '  [ and ] mix dat in some powder and put dat in your 

gun .  And in de morning j es t  about day you shoot right in the direc t [ direc tion ] 
of his s tep [whether ] towards de eas t , north , south or wes t .  You shoot right dat 
way . Two or three days I ' ll be back to you . 

(You ' ll bring back the things you stole . )  [ On the original transcription , 
.ade within year or two after collec tion o f  rit e ,  is the word doubtful in red 
ink ! ] [ Charles ton , S .  Car . , (509) , 5 7 3 : 2 . ] 

11530 . "Take the r ight-foo t track an ' git you s ome sulphur an ' s ome gunpowder ,  
put i t  on a shingle , s t ick a match to it , that ' s  i f  you wan ' a run ' em away from 
bolle . "  [Wilmington 204 : 1+85 . ] 

11531 . " I f  you was going with someone and they wan ' a  break you up , well they 
take your track , they take theirs [ the person you are going with] and put those 
rith that gunpowder and mix it and i t [ is ]  exploded . "  [ Norfolk 480 : 4 . ] 

11532 . "Git the right track • • •  some of his hair - either place , down their or 
up here - and put that in a bottle and s top it up real tight , wh ere it ' ll never 
leak ,  and put it  in running water , and he ' ll forever travel . "  [Wilmington 
189 : 4+85 . ]  

11533 . Pick up track from heel to toe when he leaves and throw into running 
aater ; he ' ll keep going .  [Wilmington 2 7 3 : 3+85 . ]  

11534 . Pick up foo t track heel to toe , put in box, and throw into running 
water ; that keeps that person running . [Wilmington 8 3 : 6+85 . ]  

11535 . Take track from heel to toe , wrap in paper , throw in running water , 
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"will run you away . "  [Mobile 96 3 : 7 . ] 
115 36 .  "Git de foot track and measure i t  from de foot [ to e ]  to  de heel o f  

it and scrape dir t backwards and make you run away wi�hat . Now , dey have to 
read the 23  Psalms of David before de sunris e .  Take an ' throw ' em [ dirt and 
victim]  no ' thwards . 1 1 [Mob ile 9 6 2 : 2 . ] 

115 3 7 . "Yo ' kin take a person ' s  foo t track . S tart to de heel an ' take it  up 
to de toe an ' put it  into a dry place an ' don ' t let it be where it  kin git wet , 
an ' den dey can ' t s tay nowhere . 1 1 [ S umter 2413 : 6 . ] 

115 38 . "To run you away , [ they ] take track from heel to toe and � under 
doors tep . "  [Wilmington 832+85 . ]  

115 39 . S coop up the going tPaak from toe to heel , emp ty it into a snuf fbox 
and b ury under the middle of  doors tep s to "make ' em no t run around so much an ' 
s tay home . "  [ Fo r  snuffbox under s teps , se e  No . ll5 64 . ]  [ Mob ile 9 6 8 : 2 . ] 

11540 . Pick up foo t track from toe to heel , throw into running water , you 
can ' t stay home . [ Richmond , " no reference , informant good , try to  chedk . " ]  

11541 . "Jis ' take up their track , dirt and all together , and take an ' put a 
ho t  iron in it - heat it with hot irons • • •  you have a burnin ' in your foot . " 
[Wilmington 269 : 5+85 . ] 

115 42 . "The left foot track in the sand , get that track and put i t  in a 
bot tle and stop it up , and throw it into running water , and it ' ll run ' em per
fec t crazy . "  [Wilmington 212 : 1+85 . ] 

11543 . Tie up lef t foo t track and throw into running water to run person 
out o f  town . [Wilmington 7 8 : 2+85 . ]  

11544 . To throw your lef t  foot track into running water runs you away . 
[Wilmington 116 : 6 . ] 

11545 . Right foot track sewed in bag with lodes tone , pepper ,  �, in � 
ning water , runs you crazy . [Vicksburg 100 3 : 2 . ] 

11546 . Take left-foot track , put in can with red pepper and �, throw in
to running water , "put you to going . " [Mob ile 943 : 4 . ] 

115 4 7 . "Take de dirt from undah yore lef t  foo t an ' take hit an ' den carry it 
tuh runnin ' watah anr-rthrow it  in and ] dat will run yo ' crazy • • • •  

( The dirt from your left-foo t track? ) 
Yes . "  [Wilson , N .  Car . , (1508) , 26 75 : 3 . ] 
11548 . Pick up dirt from [ le ft ? ] foot track , put in bottle , urinate into , 

throw into running water , and victim will follow the bottle and travel . [ Rich
mond 317 : 1 . ] 

11549 . "Dey takes [meaaUPes ] your [ righ t ]  track • • •  wit a cord • • •  dey ' ll take 
dat cord and dey roll it  up with 6 new needles and s ix new nails , an ' dey goes 
to de rivah , tide ' s [ tide is ] goin ' down • • • dey throws dat overboard . Your mind 
goes wi t  dat [ out with the t ide ] . "  [ Charles ton 556 : 14 . ] 

11550 . "Jes ' lak yo ' walking , dey kin take yuh [ left ] foot  track, de length 
an ' de wide of i t .  Well , now, right  in your ins tep dey take a grain of  sand , 
j es '  pick up j es '  what yo ' kin git in your fingah . An' dey put it  in a bot tle 
an '  git ,  well , I would say around about 10 or 15 drops o f  HeaPts Co Zogne . Dey ' ll 
put da t in dere . An' dey will j is '  keep adding dis powdahs in dere with it . 
S ome kinda powdah . I forgit de name . Jis ' feed it with p owdahs . Well , dey 
claim den , if dey do dat , why you can ' t walk . "  [ Richmond 46 2 : 8 . ] 

11551 .  " Get a piece of  paper and measure their footprint and take that up in 

a dark place - in a dark closet , and spit 3 t imes at  this in the dark and walk 
away . They claim that makes a person foolish , he won ' t stay no place at all . "  
[Fredericksburg by Ediphone . ]  

1155 2 . "Take a person ' s  footprint and measure i t , and pZant it in the ground , 
and they would b e  cripple from i t . "  [Baltimore 59 : 1 . ] 
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1155 3 .  " Get a p iece of  dogwood • • •  measure the [ foo t ]  track • • •  take that dogwood 
and carry it  to your house and bury it under de s tep • • •  will bring ' em to you . "  
[Petersburg 421 : 8 . ] 

115 5 4 .  " I f  a person goes away , you wan ' to keep ' em home , you get their foot 
track an ' yo ' ll measure it  • • •  take the [measuring ] s t ick an ' s tick it down in the 
groun ' under de step • • •  or a dog [ can be kep t home that way ] or anything . "  [ Snow 
Hill 12 : 6 . ] 

11555 . Measure right  foot track and bury under door to hold . [Baltimore 
4 7 : 2 . ] 

1155 6 . Woman measures man ' s foo t track with s tring or roo t and carries the 
one used . [Hamp ton , Va . , by Ediphone . ]  

1155 7 .  Measure person ' s foo t  track and put measure under doors tep . [Girdle
tree , Md . ,  by hand . ]  

1155 8 .  Measure foo t 
11559 . "Take one o f  

coming to the house and 
you . " [Norfolk 49 3 : 6 . ] 

track and p ut measure under doorstep .  [ Richmond 303 : 2 . ] 
des e big tenpenny nails and drive it in de [ left ] track 
they ' ll certainly bring it [what they s to le ]  back to 

11560 . "Take a twentypenny nail an ' drive i t  down in your [ right ] track an ' 
that ' ll worry you ,  tha t ' ll run you crazy . Your necked [ naked ] feet [barefoot ] .  
An ' kiver [ cover ] a lit tle bit  of  dirt over i t . "  [Wilmington 25 7 : 2+85 . ]  

115 6 1 .  Measure lef t foo t track and bury under doors tep with rusty nail to 
bring him back . [Petersburg 422 : 11 . ] 

1156 2 .  "I could put dat track i n  a pocket han ' ke ' chef and I could take it  and 
put it in a b o t tle • . •  call your �' s top it  up tight , an ' take that b o t tle and 
carry i t  to some rivah • . •  throw it ovahboard • . •  keep you wavering and wavering and 
roaming all your life . "  [ Charles ton 642 : 4 . ] 

115 6 3 . "Write person ' s name on a piece of paper , put it with his foot track 
into an old sock, throw overbOard , "put him to travelin ' . "  [ Norfolk 459 : 1  
from Doctor Paul Bowes , who said it  was from the 6th and ?th Books of Moses . 
This or these latter books do no t always include the same material and somet imes 
they are not called Books of Moses . So I have been told . These witchcraft 
books loose their power if they are shown to anyone . ]  

NAME OF VICTIM WRITTEN IN HIS OWN FOOT TRACK BY 
ENEMY USING FINGER - S COOPED UP - STOPPED UP IN 
SNUFFBOX - THROW INTO RUNNING WATER TO RUN HIM 

11564 . Yo ' write chure name 
in it ' cordin ' to whut chew 
want done . 
( In this foot track . 
LOUDER. ) 

AND TALK 

Yo ' write chure name in de foot 
track an ' s top i t  up . Put in a snuffbox an ' s top it  up an ' go throw it  in a run
Din ' stream o f  water . An '  it ' s  ' cordin ' to whut chew wanta do , run ' em off or • • •  

(Yes , what will that do , if  you do that ? )  
That will run ' em o f f . 
(Well , what do you write this name on? ) 
On the track . 
(How do you write it  on there ? )  
Write chure name on dere • • •  
(With what ? )  
Lak ah ' m  goin '  write mah name , ah s tar t wit a "D" • • •  
( I  mean do you write it with p en and ink? Or do you write  it with a stick? ) 
No s ir , write it wit yore finger . 
(If  you want to send me away , you write  my name in my foot track, take it up 

and throw it in running water to s end me away . I want you to give me all thos e  
details . I cannot read your mind! )  [Waycross , Ga. , (1099 ) , 1774 : 4 . ] 
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11565 . Put new needles and new pins in foot track with sulphur , red pepper 
and b lues tone ; throw into running water - "ke ep you waZ.kin ' ! " [ Richmond 302 : 7 . ] 

11566 . Pick up man ' s left  foo t track towards you , put in white sock ,  pour on 
9 drops of perfume , bury at his [her? ] door . [Wilmington 16 3 : 6 . ] 

1156 7 .  "They take this dirt out of  9 o f  your tracks , and take it and tie it 
up in a lit tle piece o f  cloth , and keep it fer 9 days , And they kin carry it  
and throw it in  a river : if it swims ups tream, why you go crazy ; and if  it float 
down de stream, why , you know , it  won ' t harm you much . "  [Wilmington 91 : 1+85 . ]  

115 6 8 .  Pick up 9 grave ls [ grains o f  sand or larger pieces of s tone from foot 
track and throw into running water to run person away, [ Richmond 304 : 1 . ] 

11569 . "Take 9 pinches of it [ dirt ] out de middle you foo t [ track ] an ' a 
make a woosh [wish ] an ' pu-tit [put it ] in a train , and 9 days af ' dat , dat 
aus tomer [vic tim] will be leavin ' this town . " [Richmond 365 : 4 . ] 

115 70 .  Either 9 spoonfuls of dirt from going track in paper thrown into run
ning water , runs you away ; or the same amount o f  dirt from coming track buried 
at house brings person close to you . [Washington , D . C . , 812 : 3 . ]  

115 7 1 .  "I ' ll tell you w ' at  they tell me . They kin git a-hold your foot track 
[ the left  one ] and git choo nine grains of  salt and put nine drops sp iri ts � 
pentine and put it under your doors tep . [This is my original pencil transcrip
tion made soon after rite was collected . What happens I forgot to add ; surely 
nothing pleasant . ] [Wilmington 215 : 4+85 . ] 

115 72 .  "If  you don ' t want anybody to come to your hous e • • •  get their track , 
take it up in a paper , put it with some sulphur , some �� burn it in a pan ,  
and take the ashes and throw i t  northward and say : Don ' t  come no more . "  [ Fred
ericksburg by Ediphone . ]  

115 7 3 .  "He ' d put cayenne pepper in his [an unwelcome vis itor ' s ]  tracks and 
he won ' t  come back there no more . "  [ Richmond 391 : 4 . ] 

115 74 . "Take a man ' s track and turn it j us t  the other way , oppos ite to the 
way it was going when you picked it up [by shovel , shingle , etc . ] ,  and regard� 
les s of. where he ' s  going , he ' ll turn around and go on away from dat place [back 
the way he came ] . "  [Norfolk 479 : 2 . ] 

115 75 . " I f  a person come to your house and you don ' t want ' em there , j is '  
like when dey came up de s teps - like dis way [ demons trates ] ,  w ' ere de track , de 
left  track - well w ' en they ' re leavin ' ,  you kin take a shovel an '  lift that 
track up and turn it back round , and they won ' t come b ack . "  [Wilmington 171 : 8+ 
85 . ]  

115 76 . "Take my wife for example : if I don ' t want her to go away from home , 
I would get a shingle and follow behind her and run this shingle right under her 
foot track and turn it  back towards home . "  [Mt . Vernon , Md . ,  by hand . ]  

115 7 7 . Woman took husband ' s  foo t track to roo t doctor who dressed it . Then 
she took it home and buried it  under the door .  [Wilmington 83 : 5+85 . ]  

115 78 . Sometimes a person will get yo�ootprint and carry it  to a roo t 
doctor and have it  fixed. [Wilmington 155 : 4+85 . ]  

115 79 .  Get a person ' s  foot tracks and caus e ' em to wander away , and that 
they don ' t want no thing atall . 

(Well , what  would they do with that track ? )  
They take about nine pinches of  i t  from your right  foot and that causes you 

to  get tin '  worried , you wanta go . And in nine days , if somebody don ' t do somepin 
fer you, you ' ll j ust  wander - you ain ' t satis ifed no place you go . 

(After they get the dirt out of  the track , what  do they do with that? )  
Well , you see when you [ they ] get thos e  nine pinches o f  dirt out o f  the track , 

they take i t  and they sew it up in a bag . Well , the person , you know , don ' t care 
for you,  they ' ll wear that with them. Well , you can ' t get i t ,  but if someone 
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9 PINCHES OF RIGHT TRACK - ENEMY PICKS UP - SEWS 
INTO BAG - WEARS - IMMEDIATELY YOU BEGIN TO WORRY 
AFTER 9 DAYS YOU JUST WANDER • • •  AIN 'T SATISFIED NO 
PLACE - VISIT WITCHCRAFT PERSON USELESS - CULPRIT 
GETS AHEAD OF YOU • • •  BY THROWING IT IN RUNNING WATER 
INFORMANT MISTAKEN - SPECIALIST COULD HAVE FOUND BAG 
See SPELL FLOATING ON RIVER CAPTURED BY DOCTOR P .  338F 

WOMAN ROOT DOCTOR - CALLED BY MAN WITH ACHING FEET 
SAID SOMEONE HAD HIS FOOT TRACK - SHE HAD HIM MAKE 
A TRACK - SHE BURIED IT UNDER OLD LOG - HE GOT WELL 

gets ahead of you [ some
one tries to get it for 
you ] , like you go to some 
witchcraft person [who ] 
is ahead of you , they 
[ culprit ] can avoid [him]  
by throwing it  in running 
water . [Norfolk ,  Va . , 
(49 2) ' 5 28 : 1 . ] 
11580 . A lady [doctor 
came here and ] rub his 
feet • • •  she said s omebody 
had got his tracks . And 
she come here and ketch 

him and [had him]  take and make a track out in de door . And she ' d taken de track 
up and taken de track and put it  in a bag . She put de track in a bag and carried 
it  to a old log in de woods and buried it  under dere . He got  well from dat . 

(But who got this track under the log ,  the woman that was curing him? ) 
De lady dat was doc torin ' him ,  and she was named Minnie Begrun , de same lady 

dat cured myself . 
(Tha t ' s all she did to cure him . ) [Newport News , Va . , (483) , 511 : 1 . ] 
11581 .  Take up a person ' s track and put it  in a hole at your home , and put 

roots on it . Put a note with it . You can say :  "make person lose mind , die , et  
e tc . " Right track . [Wilmington 151 : 1 . ]  

11582 . Why dey ' ll j est  chip off  a pie ce 
from informan t ' s  p receding rite ] dere . An '  

from de toes o r  d e  heels [ foot track 
dere ' s  somepin dat dey has dey put 

FOOT TRACK - CHIP OFF TOES OR HEELS - THAT CRIPPLES 
VICTIMS TO START WITH - SEW UP TIGHT - STICK IN 
BRASS PIN FOR A LITTLE PAIN - BURY ANYWHERE OR 
IF UNDER STEPS - VICTIM WILL NEVER RETURN TO HOUSE 

it  in [ it in , a cloth ] and 
dey sews hit up t ight wit a 
b rass pin . An '  dat sup
posed - an ' dey j est  put 
dat anywheres in de house ,  
or  buries it underneath 

de steps . An '  if dere is anybody around dat dey don ' t keer much about , why yo ' 
won ' t  go back to dat house no more . [ Jacksonville , Fla . , (596 ) , 768 : 14 . ] 

115 83 .  Mix foo t track with sal t  and pepper ,  throw into running water over 
left shoulder , don ' t look back; separates you from some person , the evil doer 
doesn ' t want you to be with . [Norfolk 4 9 3 : 11 . ] 

11584 . They kin pick up yore track and throw it behin ' yore back once , and 
that ' ll " loosen every teeth" in yore mouth . [ Charleston 641 : 3 . ] 

11585 . Take foot track from toe b ack to heel , put in bottle - carry to 
river - throw over left shoulder - they ' ll go . [Memphis 1568 : 4 . ] 

--

11586 . Pick up dirt from right-foot track , put graveyard dirt with it , go 
to a river , then throw dirt back over shoulder into river , saying GO .  "That ' ll 
put choo in the road , s tart choo to go in ' • " [Memphis 1560 : 5 .  ] 

11587 . Sift  foot track into running water to send away . [Vicksburg 106 7 : 2 . ] 
115 8 8 .  Wear a dime [ silver ] or a copy [ copper? ]  either around yore waist 

or around de laig to prevent anybody from tricking ' em :  taking up dere tracks 
or putting down somepin or burying s omepin under dere . [ S t .  Petersburg , (1031) , 
1677 : 7 . ]  

11589 . His foot track in his dirty sock , into running water , he ' ll leave . 
[Vicksburg 1031 : 4 . ] 

11590 . Ah hear ' d  of ' em pickin ' up de tracks , zhoo know, way [where ] people 
walks along . An '  dey j is '  take up de san '  [ from the heel of both tracks , right 
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and left ]  in de han ' , zhoo know , an ' take a p iece o f  chewin ' gum, j is '  lak yo ' 

RI GHT AND LEFT FOOT TRACK PICKED UP HEEL TO TOE 
CHEW GUM - MIX WITH DIRT - STOP UP IN TREE HOLE 
NEX ' DAY DIS PERSON WILL BE GONE3 DEAD AND BURIED 

git out de s to ' , an ' chew 
it . An ' take dat an ' wrap 
it all up togethah , yo ' know , 
an ' go t o  a tree an ' bo ' a 
hole in de tree , an ' put it 

in dere , . an ' clo s e  dat t r e e  up . An' de nex '  day dis p erson will be gone , dead 
and buried . [Wilmington , N .  Car . ,  ( 20 3 ,  near Summerton , S .  Car . ) , 108 : 10+85 . ]  

1 1591 . I heerd [heard ] in dis mannah [manner ] way . Dey say let ' em walk 
outside de doah damp weathah in spring , dat w ' en sap ar is in ' , s ee . An ' aftah 

FOOT TRACK - MUDDY ONE - P ICK UP IN SPRING WHEN 
TREE SAP RISING - AFTER STEPS LEFT AND RIGHT THEN 
PICK UP THIRD - LEFT - ADD SAP FROM PEACH LEAVES 
HIGH JOHN DE CONKAH - DEVIL ' S-SHOESTRING - TIE IN 
SOCK - KEEP UNTIL FRIDAY - TOSS INTO RUNNING WATER 

dey walk two s t ep ,  go in 
de left- foo t track , aftah 
dey make de third s t ep ,  an ' 
git dat piece of  mud out it . 
An '  go to a peach tree w ' ich 
j es '  begin to have sap in 
it . An ' mix it up toge thah 

wit de s tr engk [ s treng th ] o f  dat . Dey tie it  [ dir t ] up in a sock an ' keep it  
till Friday . Dis is a bad unluck day . An '  den dey walk t ' ree [ three ] steps 
from dere doah an ' care [ carry ] it to  a wondrin [wandering ] s tream [ throw it  in ] 
an ' [ as ]  it goes up o r  down . Dey say it ' ll make him go away . 

(What did you get f rom this peach tree and put with that dirt ? )  
They put High John de Conkah an ' de devil shoes tring wi t it . 
(Do they get anything from this tree? ) 
Yes sir , dey git de leaves , de peach- tree leaves ; dat ' s  de sap in dat leaf , 

see . An ' w ' en dey git dey foot s t ep wit de sock - wit de s trengk o f  de sock -
so  dey say dey got de sap ris ing . See ! An '  dey conkah him by his feet . ( Rich
mond , Va . ,  (384) , 326 : 1 . ]  

1159 2 . "Take up your track and bury it in THREE CORNERS OF THE WORLD :  no r th , 
� and so uth , no t  west - that will give you a wa lking spirit . "  [Af ter ques
tioning inf ormant said left t rack . Much more f requent is four corners of the 
world [no t concerned with foo t tracks ] from Reve lation of John 7 : 1 . ] [Vicksburg 
1000 : 14 . ] 

1159 3 .  P i ck up 3 right foot  tracks , 9 grains of red pepper put in these 
tracks [3  in each track ] , pray with it [ the rite]  each morning for 9 mornings , 
stop up every thing in a bott le , but firs t bore a hole through the cork , tamp i t  

in there , throw into running water , and victim follows . [Memphis 1550 : 7 . ] 
11594 . Three right foot tracks as person leaves home , draw dirt back from 

toe to heel , bo tt le i t ,  and throw into river to send away . [Memphis 1562 : 5 . ] 
11595 . Take 3 pinches of  f oo t t rack - one f rom the heel , one from the mid

dle , one from the � - throw into water running eas t to s end away . [Norfolk 
451 : 1. ] 

11596 . "Some throw it [ foo t track]  ovah a train if dey want chao tuh leave 

� . . .  de train pull out , you j es ' throw i t  in de direction of  de train . " 
[Mobile 895 : 2 .  1 

11597 .  If you drop person ' s foot track in bag ,  throw i t  on a train leaving 

town, be will follow the train . [Wilmington 7 2 : 5+85 . ]  

----11598 . '�t it [ foot track ] with some graveyard dirt and if you want the 

person to go , j iSW � the train go out of town you throwed [ this mixtu�e ] at the 

train an' hit the train good . " [Wilmington 231 : 2+85 . ]  

11599 . A person ' s left foo t track p laced in the grease box o f  a railroad 

engine s ends him away . [Wilmington 65 : 3+85 . ] . . . 
11600 . Keep a pod of red pepper in the toe of each shoe 1 f  someone 1s try1ng 
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to harm you . Or take enemy ' s footprint or footstep and tie up in red flannel 
with cayenne p epper . Or bury foo tprint under your doorsteps and that will keep 
them away . [Memphis ,  (965 excellent) , 155 7 : 3 . ] 

11601 . To make peace in the hous e ,  tie up some of the person ' s foot track in 
a piece of  flannel and wear . [ Char les ton 5 49 : 1 . ] 

11602 . Enemy ' s  foot�ck tied up in clo th and put over door to make them 
[him or her ] s tay away from house [ it is unhealthy or dangerous to walk under 
anything b elonging to you ] , or throw into running water to run ' em  crazy.  
[Wilmington 76 : 2 . ] 

11603 . Carry person ' s right foot track tied in handkerchie f . [Wilmington 
144 : 2 . ] 

11604 . Well , now , if you wanta , anything like that ; who it on, you or who? 
I says who is de spell on , you or who de spell is on [because ]  den I have to 

TO DISCOVER WHO TRICKED YOU - TAKE UP 9 CON SECUTIVE 
RIGHT FOOT TRACKS OF SUSPECTED PERSON - BOTTLE AND 
CORK - BURY BOTTLE UPRIGHT AT FOOT OF OWN DOORSTEP 
IF SUSPECT COMES TO YOUR HOUSE [HIS SPIRIT WILL SEEK 
MISSING PART OF BODY BECAUSE TRACKS CONTAIN SWEAT 
THEY ORIGINALLY BEING P RINTS OF BARE FEET ] HE I S  THE 
GUILTY PERSON - AFTER HE LEAVES - REVERSE BOTTLE TO 
BOTTOM-UP POSITION - THIS RETURNS TRICK TO CULPRIT 
[HERE IS A LAW OF HOODOO : IF YOU WALK OVER OR UNDER 
A SPELL YOU CATCH IT - IN BRACKETS AUTHOR ' S  COMMENTS ] 

work on you to take it 
off you . 
(Well , how would you take 
that spell o ff ? )  
Well , how you would take 
it off , you go to work , 
you ' ll git de person 
track ; de track you 
unders tand , foot track . 
You ' ll take up nine s teps 
of de right foot - de 
track f er nine steps of 

de right foo t .  Den you go to work and den you put dat in a bo ttle .  Cork dat up 
and you bury dat to the foot of  your steps . And dat person dat - as I say , try 
to do anything to you - he is coming to you and you ' ll know ' zactly who he is . 
He ' ll come to you , see . He ' ll come to you , unders tand , and then if you want 
any - to turn this thing baak to him,  you, all you gotta do , you s ee ,  you turn 
de bottle upside down and bury it .  Turn the mouth down and turn the bottom up • • •  
[Here I turned off machine but res tarted i t  to record informant ' s words . ]  

(That turns the spell back on him? ) 
That will t ' row it back to  him • • • •  

(I  s ee . Well , now whose tracks do you get? Do you take your own tracks or 
take this man ' s tracks ? )  

Take up dis man ' s track . 
(The man who is trying to harm you . ) [ Charles ton, S .  Car . , ( ? ) , 602 : 1 . ] 
11605 . "Dey take dat foot track and put it in a piece of clot ' and sew it 

!£ and take it to a rivah an '  t ' row it overboard • • •  you ' ll mostly have to follow 
dat foot track . You go ovahboard and drown . "  [ Charles ton 5 74 : 3 . ] 

11606 . To throw foo t  track into running water gives you a " traveling mind . "  
[Wilmington 96 : 1+85 . ]  

1160 7 .  Right foot track in sack , t ie in running water , you ' ll go crazy. 
[Wilmington 2 13 : 3+85 . ] 

11608 . Throw foot track into running water to s end away ; sometimes wrapped 
in paper , some t imes put in bo ttle , sometimes thrown over left shoulder . [4 
separate beliefs from Fredericksburg by Ediphone . ] 

-

11609 . Foot  track, inner sole [ho l low of foo t ]  in running water moves you . 
[Said lef t  foot after my question whiah ? Vicksburg 981 : 2 . ] 

11610 . Foo t track into a sack into running water , keeps you drifting . 
[Vicksburg 10 3 7 : 6 . ] 

116 11 . Foo t track [ left  upon questioning ] into running water runs victim 
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crazy . [Vicksburg 1012 : 8 . ] 
116 1 2 .  S top foot tracks up in bo ttle , throw overboard ; if  you  don ' t drown 

yourself , you sure will leave home . [ Charleston 6 2 3 : 2 . ] 
11613 . Sew up [ left ? ] foot track in bag , throw overboard , runs you from town . 

[Norfolk 49 2 : 7 . ] 
11614 . To throw right foot track in running water runs you crazy [had to ask 

which track ] . [ Richmond 323 : 1 . ] 
11615 . An ' yo ' kin take de foo t track an ' take it up an ' carry it  an ' throw 

it into runnin ' water an ' dey ' ll run - dey ' ll go . [ Sumter 2413 : 6a . ] 
116 16 . A man is brought back by the woman wearing his foot track and hair , 

or a piece of  his clothing , next to her skin . [ Petersburg 422 : 4 . ] 
11617 .  To bring a man back , a woman puts his left foot track in a paper bag 

and wears it  on her bosom .  [Wilmington 19 7 : 3 . ] 
1161 8 .  Wear right foot track around wais t .  [Wilmington 264 : 1 . ] 
11619 . Measure person ' s  foot track and carry in pocket . [ Fredericksburg 

by Ediphone . ]  
116 20 . Put in bag 9 right foo t tracks of man , add brims tone , wear around 

waist .  [Wilmington 115 : 4 . ] 
11621 . Sew up right foo t  track with gunpowder and � bag on your right 

s ide . [Wilmington 2 7 1 : 5+85 . ]  
----116 2 2 .  Measure man ' s foot track with handkerchief and wear in bag around 
wais t .  [Newport News 50 2 : 8 . ] 

----

11623 . SPECIAL NOTE : S ince I thought it logical as well as convenient to let 
the preceding foot track rites follow fingernail and toenail rites , we mus t now 
return to normal alphabetical order with the fiPep Zace and then the fish rites . 

FIREPLACE ASHES - OUT OF HOUSE FRIDAY - UNLUCKY 
Yo '  kin take on a Friday an ' 
take yore ashes out - out de 
fireplace on a Friday - but 

don ' t carry ' em out [of the house ] .  Let ' em s it dere , dat ' s  good luck fo ' yo ' . 
I f  yo ' carry ' em out it  j es '  bring bad luck . [Waycross , Ga . ,  (109 3) , 176 2 : 11 . ] 

116 24 .  Jis ' like if  yo ' - like if  you are separated from your wife and the 
man is always getting in trouble about it , you catches a live fish and you write 

IF SEPARATED FROM YOUR WIFE - ANOTHER MAN AFTER HER 
CATCH A FISH - CUT IT OPEN - PUT MAN ' S  NAME IN - SEW 
UP FISH - TURN LOOSE IN WATER - THAT ENDS CONFUSION 

his name on i t . And cut 
that fish open while him 
alive and sew him up with 
that name in it , and throw 
it in the pond where you 

catch him from .  The more the fish go , the more they going . 
(What do you do that for , now? If I ' m  separated from my wife and she ' s what ? )  
And uh - you and your wife - this man i s  always keeping your wife on dis tur

ban ' , in confus ion all the time , and always with him .  Wri te his name and catch 
that live fish and cut him open and sew him back up with that name inside of  him 
and turn him loose . 

(This other man - that will send the o ther man far away from your wi fe ? )  
Yes , i t  will run him away . 
(When the other man ' s running after your wife . )  [New Orleans , La . ,  ( 791) , 

110 3 : 6 . ] 
116 25 . Just like if [you wants to make drift ] .  
(Make them drift , you said ? )  
Yes , anybody you wants to make drift . Well , you catches a live fish , o r  any 

kind of fresh fish , and you take that fish and you split that f ish half in two . 
Then you take a ink [pen ] , pin but let it  be  red ink . You write that name down 
in that fish and you take that fish . • • •  
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FISH - CATCH - CUT OPEN - PEN AN D  RE D  INK - WRITE 
VICTIM' S NAME ON INSIDE FLESH OF FISH - DO NOT SEW 
UP FISH - THROW FISH INTO RUNNING WATER - SAYING : 

FATHER1 GOD THE SON, GOD THE HOLY GHOST 
THEY 1 LL BE DRIFTIN 1 • • •  STAY NOWHERE • • •  NOT SATISFIED 

(Wait ! What do you write 
it on? On a piece o f paper 
or on the flesh? ) 
On the f lesh of the fish . 
(All right . )  
Then you take that fish and 
throw that fish back . You 

use the three words : Father� God the Son, God the Holy Ghos t ,  and throw it in any 
running water . They ' ll b e  driftin , couldn ' t s tay nowhere . Everywhere they go 
they ' re not satis fied . [New Orleans , La . , ( 829) , 1222 : 1 . ] 

116 26 .  Like i f  I want a person to go on a drift and don ' t s tay anywheres they 
go . Well , I ke tch me a fresh fish and I cut him open . And after I cut him open , 

FISH - CATCH - CUT OPEN - PUT INSIDE PERSON ' S  NAME 
IN FULL - WRITTEN ON PARCHMENT PAPER - ADD 3 DROPS 
OF MOVING OIL - CAYENNE PEPPER - SEW FISH BACK UP 
THROW FISH INTO RUNNING WATER - SAY : AS THIS FISH 
!!Q., I WANT YOU TO DO THE SAME - VICTIM DRIFTS AWAY 

I take the full name and I 
write it upon this Venrick 
parchment and I puts it in 
that fish [ a  parchment-like 
paper made by or called 
Venrick ( this may no t be  
the exact name) and sold 

by a hoodoo shop ] . And af ter I put it in this fish , I get some moving oi l and 
I drap three drop s  on there . [And I goes to the river afterward . ]  And I s ew 
the fish back up - put cayenne pepper in it and I s ews it back up . And I goes 
to any - where it ' s  a running s tream,  you s ee ,  and I throws it out in there and 
I speaks , I say ,  "As this fish go , I want you to do the same . "  [New Orleans , 
La . ,  ( 822) , 1188 : 5 . ] 

116 2 7 . We ll , you can 
another , never will s tay 

take a fish and make a person drift from one place to 
nowhere or know where they going . You take this fish 

FISH - CUT OPEN - VICTIM' S NAME IN - ADD 3 THINGS : 
KJVING OIL - CAYENNE PEPPER - VINEGAR - SEW UP AND 
l'HROW INTO RUNNING WATER - USE THE THREE GODHEADS 
• • •  GOD THE FATHER, SON AND HOLY SPIRIT - I WISH AS 
':HIS FISH FLOAT - I WANT YOU TO DRIFT THE SAME WAY 

and you cut him open , and 
you takes their name and 
you put it up in there , and 
you pours moving oi l and 
cayenne pepper and vinegar 
in there , and sews this fish 
back up . And you go to any 

running s tream o f  water and you throws it in there , and you us e the three god
beads , which I mean are : " God ,  the Father , Son and Holy Spirit : I wish as this 
fish float , I want you to drift the same way . "  [New Orleans , ( 8 38) , 1261 : 8 . ] 

116 28 .  Like someone you want to drift �ay , you write the name three times ; 
voman or man , three t imes . You go to running water , fresh water , and you ketch 

fiSH - MUST HAVE SCALES - CATCH IN RUNNING WATER 
� DRIFT AWAY VICTIM - WRITE HIS NAME 3 TIMES ON 
SAKE LINE OR IN COLUMN - AFTER EACH NAME MAKE DOT 
WITH ONE DROP OF FISH BLOOD - PUT PAPER WITH NAMES 
IB FISH - TURN YOUR BACK TO RUNNING WATER - THROW 
II FISH OVER SHOULDER - WALK AWAY NOT LOOKING BACK 

you a s cale fish . 
(What kind? ) 
A scale fish , any kind of 
fish that ' s  got scales on 
it - a small fish . All 
right , you write her name 
down three times and you 
take tha t blood from that 

fish and you dot each one ; you unders tand , dot them periods . You go to running 
water and turn your back on it and throw it away . Turn your back, don' t look 
back at it - but turn your back until you get so many paces off from it and go . 
All righ t , they commence to drifting - you unders tand - they don' t know . Just 
like you want ' em out o f  your way , you unders tand . They commence to drifting . 

(Now, look . You only put three drops - you put a drop on each one of these 
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names - from the fish . ) 
Yes , you know , j us t  drop like that period ; j us t  like you writing a line , you 

know , you put a p eriod on each one of  them.  Well , you dot a period . 
(You do t each name with one drop of fish b lood . )  
Yes . 
(Well , what do you do with the fish then? ) 
The fish?  All right I fixin ' to tell you . When you get through with that , 

you take that fish and stick that paper , that name in there and go to running 
water and throw it , and turn your back . When you throw it , don ' t  throw it with 
your face toward the water . Always when you walk there - if  you [ came ] in your 
car or whatever you in , on the bridge , over the running water - you throw it 
b ackwards . [New Orleans , La . , (831) , 1236 : 5 . ]  

116 29 . You take this feesh , you split i t  open j us t  like you gonna gut it . 
You open that feesh and then you take that feesh and you puts the man ' s  name in 
there and you fix it . Put it • • •  

(Wait a minute ! Don ' t leave anything out . What about his name now? )  
You take his name • • •  
(Yes ? )  
And you put his name in de feesh • • • 
(Wait a minute ! What about his name ? ) 
[ I  must have turned o f f  machine accidentally becaus e I repeat what informant 

says . ] 
(Ah , nine t imes . All right now . All right . )  

Yes , nine t imes you puts the name in - on a p iece o f p aper into the feesh . 
(All right . )  
You takes the feesh and you covers this feesh back up whole again . You takes 

the feesh and you takes a s tring - a p iece of thread No . 8  black - and you j us t  
tie it all over on that 

FISH SPLIT - INSERT MAN ' S NAME WRITTEN 9 TIMES 
TIE UP FISH WITH BLACK THREAD - BURY FI SH - 9TH DAY 
HE ' LL GIVE • • •  TALE ABOUT IT • • •  WANDERING ON THE DRAG 

until you gets it together 
tight . Then you take the 
full length of the feesh 
and you put it in the 

ground j us t  like i t  is . And then in the 
give you the tale about i t , how he would 
never be able to make no kind of any way 
[New Orleans , La . , ( 8 74) , 1436 : 4 . ] 

ninth day , if  you see this party , he ' ll 
be on the wandering on the drag . He ' ll 
- no success ful at all - with dat feesh . 

11630 . (What do you do with that red fish? ) 
Well , that ' s all I know , is a red fish . 
(You mean he ' s  colored red? ) 
He ' s  co lored red , that ' s  his natural color,  a red fish . 
(And what do you do with that red fish now? ) 
After she get that name and that ? 
(Well , tell me the whole thing about it , the whole thing . )  
She takes the red fish and puts your name in i t  wro te nine times . That ' s  when 

she wants you to drag . And she throw that fish into this bayou or river , or lake, 

FISH - RED - HI S NAME WRITTEN 9 TIMES PUT IN 
BY WOMAN WHO WANTS HIM TO DRAG - SHE THROWS 
FISH INTO BAYOU OR RIVER - HE DRIFTS WITH FISH 

or wherever she want to throw it 
a t ,  and you supposed to drift 
wherever that fish drif t . See , 
this fish is dead . 
(Oh , you put that name into a 
fish that ' s  dead? ) 

throw it b ack into the water again . 
Whils t  he ' s  dead . And then she 

Now , he ' s  going to drift and drift .  Now , 
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you - you never • • •  

( Do you catch that f ish or b uy it or what ? )  
You kin buy ' em out in the market .  
( I  see . )  [New Orleans , La . , ( 8 6 0 ) , 1 3 7 1 : 3 . ] 
11631 . If  someone writes my name on paper , sprinkles gunpowder over i t , 

fo lds and puts in catfish mouth , then throws overboard : "Ah ' ll run mah life out ; 
ah won ' t live at home at all . "  [Mobile 881 : 3 . ] 

1 1 6 3 2 . If  someone ties a s trand o f  your hair round the � o f  a live catfish 
and turns i t  loose , "you ' ll be a downded man . "  [Wilmington 2 29 : 2+85 . ]  

116 33 . They do this plenty of  ' em if they want to s tart you to trave ling , you 
know , something like that . Well , they take a s trand of hair o,ut your head or if 

CATCH FISH - INTO ITS GILLS THREAD HAIR FROM PERS ON 
TURN FISH LOOSE - WHEN FISH DIES - PERSON WILL DIE 

they can ' t git it they git 
somebody what clos e friend 
to you to get it , you un
derstand if they can ' t get 

it themselves . A s trand o f  hair from you , regardless o f  where it  come from. Get 
some thing like a fish , you know and they ' ll thread it into his gills , like that , 
you unders tand . Leave the thread s tay in there and throw that fish back into 
the water . Jus t like that fish go , you ' ll go , and the death of that fish will 
be the death of you . [New Orleans , La . , ( 811) , 1141 : 2 . ] 

1 16 34 . "A woman was poisoned [magically ] . It was a fish under there , you 
know , up like a [ hog ] b ladder . [ Informant says blis ter looks like a b ladder . ] 

You could s ee it [ the small fish ] in the 
FISH - LI VING - ROOT DOCTOR TAKES water of  the bladder . A small fish was in 
FROM LARGE BLISTER ON WOMAN ' S LEG a large b l i s t er on this woman ' s  leg .  And 

the root doctor took his knife and cut it 
[bli s t er ] and then he took it  [ fish ] ou t . "  [Wilmington , S .  Car . , (210 from near 
Pinewood,  S .  Car . ) 116 : 5+85 . ]  

116 35 . Pound up a fish head , dry to powder ,  mix with salt , give in whiskey 
to a person ; creates a live fish in him . [Washington , D . C . , 6 25 : 5 . ] 

116 36 . Live fish b lood in you creates a live fish in you . [This b lood o f  
course should b e  a s  fresh a s  possib le and uncooked . A person ' s whiskey i s  prob
ably the bes t way to administer i t . Charles ton 6 16 : 11 . ] 

116 3 7 . Well , dey [ some said ]  use fishheads fo ' quick thinkin ' an ' dey [other� 
said dey use dat fo ' brain food . [ Fayetteville , N .  Car . , (1400) , 25 32 : 4 . ] 

11638 . It ' s  a bone in a fish called a lucky bone • • •  right up agains t de back 
part of a fish ' s  haid • • • I t ' s made something lak dat [ demonstrates ] .  It ' s  made 

in a "V" lak • • •  

FISH LUCKY BONE LIKE A "V" (Like a fork? )  

as with the frog 
I have dis cussed 
1522 : 11 . ] 

Yeah . [ This "V" shape is merely ano ther attemp t ,  
and b lack cat , t o  find a chicken wishbone elsewhere ; a matter 
s eve ral times in the preceding text . ] [Memphis , Tenn . , (940) , 

116 39 . You t ake the fish , 
dry - dry good , perfe c t . And 

you take the front part of  his mouth and let it 
then maybe when yo ' re [yo ' ll ? ] b e  goin ' , it will 

FISH - UPPER AND LOWER JAWS OF - AN OVAL AND 2 LIPS 
DIY - PUT IN WATER WOMAN DRINKS - SHE WILL LOVE YOU 
S'nmOLISM AND INFORMANT PLAYING THE WHALE AND JONAH 

come apt to be some kind 
o f  a rain , or somepin other 
like that . Then if you kin 
get [ i t ]  into the water 
where the woman drinks ,  

then you [she ] will come t o  love you too . The front part o f  his mouth , you know , 
jis ' take the front part , tha t ring around his mouth . [ Probably demonstrates by 
raaning a finger around the mouth . ]  
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(Part of the upper and lower j aw there . )  
Yea , that whole thing - j is '  like tha t .  And take it out , and then you let 

that dry . You put that away and let that dry . Then [put it into ] the water 
that a woman drinks . Then you make wishes over that , you unders tand . Or any
thing that she drinks or eats , why then you us e that fish mouth over that . 
Then she will come to love , too . [New Orleans , La . , ( 812) , 1143 : 7 . ] 

11640 . Well , it ' s  a powder dey makes . Yo ' buy some o f  it outa de drug 
s tore - love powder . Dey call it  love powder. An '  den yo ' git so much of  dis 

FISHHOOKS 3 - LOVE POWDER - HEARTS COLOGNE 
LATTER 2 RUB ON FISHHOOKS TO ABSORB HOOKING POWER 
SCATTER POWDER AND COLOGNE FOR LOVE OR HATE 

same Hearts Co logne an ' yo ' 
gits three fishhooks . An ' 
yo ' put it together an ' yo ' 
rub it - rub it right close  
to  dat powder until set tle . 

After yo ' put dat Hearts Co logne in dere , it sit  an ' it git dry . An '  dey put it 
together an' den yo ' sprinkle it . An' if yo ' want de person to love yo ' ,  [he ' ll 
love you ] ; i f  yo ' want ' im to  hate chew , he ' ll hate chew . [ S t . Petersburg , Fla . , 

( 1009) , 16 34 : 1 . ] 
FISH SALTED OR RED DEVIL LYE - AT DOORSTEPS 
BURY - AND THE LAW CANNOT CROSS THOSE STEPS 

11641 . Git chew some Red Devil 
lye ,  a [new ]  box , an ' put a box 

do ' s teps , an ' bury it about dat deep 
An' if yo ' don ' t use de lye ,  den yo ' 
dat . 

of  dat lye to each one of  yore 
[ demons trates ] to each one of yore do ' s tep . 
kin git chew salt fish an ' dey can ' t cros s 

(That will keep the law away? )  
Keep de law away from you . [ Sumter , S .  Car . , (135 1) , 2343 : 6 . ] 
11642 . Now mah s is ter , she gambled - she used tuh gamble . She don ' gamble 

no mo ' • • • •  But fo ' luck fo ' gamblin ' , tuh eat herrin ' s or sardines , dat ' ll give 

FISH SALTED - EAT HERRINGS OR SARDINES - GAMBLING LUCK 

REAL SICK WOMAN CALLS ON MOTHER AND BABY - HOLDS 
BABY - GIVES IT A STRING TO PLAY WITH - BABY THEN 
HAS FITS AND BOWEL TROUBLE - LATER MOTHER CALLS ON 
WOMAN WHO CAUSED THE TROUBLE - STEALS PIECE FROM 
UNDERCLOTHING - RETURNS HOME - TIES IT ABOUT BABY ' S 
WRIST - BABY GOT WELL - SPELL RETURNED TO ORIGIN 

' em [ luck ] . 
(Luck for gambling ? )  
Yes . [ Sumter , S .  Car . , 
(1348) , 2331 : 7 . ] 
11643 . It  all depends 
upon what kind of fits 
they have . 
(What for example? ) 
Well ,  if  they have what 
you call epidetic [ ep i
leptic ] fits , of  cours e ,  

you have t o  take them to the doctor [M. D . ] for that . But I tell you what I do 
know. Like I have a young baby and a woman come in my house be real s ick and she 
hold my baby , she will give my baby what you call a s tring and he ' ll begin like 
that [demonstrates ] to draw up , you know , like he want - his bowels wan ' a move . 
Now, I ' ll go back to her and get a piece of  her underclothing and tie it around 
my baby ' s  wrist like that , and he will be all right . [New Orleans , La . , (855 ) , 
1352 : 5 . ] 

11644 . You take an ' get you a twine string an ' put 
An' then, after you put those  knots in it , then you ' ll 

FITS - TIE 5 KNOTS IN STRING - WEAR ON SECOND STRING 

five knots in i t ,  see . 
wrap it roun ' another 
s tring ; you know , like a 
s tring where you go on 
Broad S treet [and buy 

something ] .  Dey , you know , b ind it  [package ] ,  tie it  up . Wel l ,  j es '  put them 
knot s  on that string .  An '  t ie it on that s tring an ' j es '  wear it  all the time 
an ' [ it ]  help you, keep you from havin ' those fits . [Richmond , Va . , (404 , my 
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first female roo t doctor , nicknamed Humpadee) , 359 : 2 . ] 
11645 . I ' ve heard dat you go to your bos sman an ' ask him fer a j ob ,  an ' if  

he don ' t seem like he want s to hire you right away , why you go to work an ' git 
you some o f  this five- fingah weed [ grass ] . You put a piece of that in your 
pockit , go to him the next day . S ee don ' t he hire yuh . [ Snow Hill,  Md . ,  (93) , 
4 : 8 - and 10 : 8 , both attached to MS ! ]  

11646 . ( Five- finger grass . )  
Five- finger grass , and I ' ll put this five- f inger gras s in under the faucet .  
(Near the faucet? ) 
Yes . And I ' ll take me a p iece o f  John de Conquer and go out like that and 

that long a piece too - have i t  in my mouth , go out like that - I will be chewing 
as I go on [ to s ee the bos s ] . And while I ' m  approaching you , I ' ll do like that 
[ demons trates ] .  

(Spit around . ) 
Y es . Then I go begin ask you my favor and I won ' t go away unheard . 
( I  see , I see , b ut you must have that five-finger grass in your pocket . )  
Yes . Yes , s ir .  
( I  see . What do you carry that fo r ?  What ' s  the idea of that ? ) 
That five- finger gras s , that ' s attractive ; more , that ' s  to make things at

tractive , that ' s  John the Conquer ' s  mas ter . Mus t break down all the friction 

FIVE-FINGER GRASS - JOHN THE CONQUER - BOSS FOR JOB 
in between you [ two ] , you 
unders tand . [As I have 
prob ably explained else

where , originally five-finger grass was the name five-finger given to 4 plants : 
the common c inquefoil , oxlip ,  bird ' s-foot trefoil , and Virginia creeper . The 
hoodoo root shop , mail-order firms , and individual roo t collectors surely extend
ed the lis t . ]  [ Vicksburg , Miss . , ( 7 76 ) , 1069 : 1 . ] 

FIVE FINGER GRASS PROTECTS YOU IN COURT 
1164 7 .  Dey tell me yo ' kin take de 
grass dey call de f ive-f inger grass in 
yore pocket , wear i t in yore pocket in 

yore pocketbook , an ' de j udge , de 
[Brunswick , Ga . , (1174) , 1982 : 5 . ] 

11648 . Bringing in cus tomers . 
Yo ' burn yore incense an ' den yo ' 

j ury or de magis trate canno t convict yo ' .  

Wel l ,  firs t s tart yo ' o f f  burnin ' s ome incens e .  
use de five-finger grass . Hang i t  up anywhere 

FIVE-FINGER GRAS S - HIGH JOHN DE CONKAH - INCENSE 
in yore p lace o f bus iness . 
Den yo ' keep a High John de 
Conkah roots . Dat would 

increase yore bus iness . [Waycros s , Ga . , (1168) , 19 74 : 4 . ] 
11649 . You collect 3 things by moonlight : five-finger grass , wild peppermint 

leaves ,  and clear water [pure at a spring or well ] . You prepare and drink this 
conco ction [by moonlight? ] and you can conquer anything .  [Memphis , excellent 
informant , 965 : 10 . ] 

11650 . Well , you get you some flaxseed , see ,  and you sp rinkle that flaxseed 
around the door . S ee .  And when that - whensomever that flaxseed begin to come 

FLAXSEED GROWING AT YOUR DOOR - SOON MOVES YOU 
up , well , after that flaxseed 
is grown about two or three 
inches , well ,  I ' ll guarantee 

you, that after a period o f  
happen , in my neighborhood . 

(Here in New Orleans ? )  

time , tha t you have t o  move ; ' caus e I ' ve seen that 
Se e . 

Yes , sir . [ Flaxseed put this rite into wit chcraft ,  they being used to cat ch 
a hag or witch , see Nos . 50 8-509 , p . l5 3 ,  v . l .  Was this a method for moving a witch 
froa a neighborhood or annoying him or her? ] [New Orleans , La . , ( 839 ) , 1262 : 4 . ] 
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116 5 1 .  
s t eel dus ' 

You git that brown sugar , an ' you git that flaxs eed , an ' you git some 
[ 3  ingredients ] an ' mix i t  up . An ' j is '  like I ' m  livin ' on this -

FLAXSEED - STEEL DUST - BROWN SUGAR : 3 INGREDIENTS 
SPRINKLE BOTH SIDES OF S TREET IF BOOTLEGGING - LAW 

you livin ' on this corner 
an '  you bootleggin ' . All 
righ t . You take an ' you 
sprinkle it  both s ides o f  

the s treet o n  each corner . 
( 787) , 1098 : 1 . ] 

The law ain ' t gon ' a  bother you . [New Orleans , La . , 

11652 . Well , dat , i t ' s  supposed to be - it ' s  j es '  
ways , right an '  lef t .  Dat is , i f  yo ' wants de re ' lly 

3 FLAXSEED - WOMAN PUTS IN RIGHT SOCK OF NEW PAIR 
WHEN MAN COMES HOME FROM WORK SHE LETS HIM WEAR 
THEM THAT NIGHT - AFTER HE RETURNS HOME LATER - SHE 
TURNS RIGHT SOCK INSIDE OUT AND KEEPS BOTH UNDER 
BED - FLAXSEED BREAK SPELL OTHER WOMAN HAD ON HIM 

' cardin ' ,  yo ' use dem two 
fac ' ' bout it , yo ' use de 
right s tockin ' . Whut chew 
mean is to tie a person up. 
( Jus t tell me one way they 
use them . ) 
Well , yo ' kin take de flax
s eeds . I t ' s  re ' lly de fac ' 
' bout it , sub ,  j es '  take 

three flaxseed an ' put ' em into a s tockin ' or sock . I f  it ' s  a man ' s  socks , an ' 
yo ' wanta break ' im up wit a woman ,  yo ' take three flaxseeds . Yo ' know whut 
ah ' m speakin ' of  now . Yo ' take three flaxs eeds an ' put it into de toe of a 
sto ckin ' but dat ' s  go tta b e  a new s tockin ' dat nevah has been used . An '  den 
yo ' ll go tub work an ' yo ' ll s l ip it somewhere or ' nothah fo ' him tub put on . 
Den he wears it one night - wears i t  even one day an ' he takes - when he pulls 
it off dat night . Well , yo ' git it an ' turn de s to ckin ' wrongs ide outwards an ' 
j es '  let it remain wrongs ide outwards an ' i t  ' spos ed tub be anyways undah de bed 
dere . 

(You turn that sock wrongside outwards and put it  under the bed . )  
Yo ' put dat flaxseed in dere , dese three . 
[ I  s top a moment to s traighten out the thinking . ] 
(Well , now, you have already put them in and you ' ve turned the sock wrongside 

outwards and the three s eeds have fallen out ? )  
Yes sir , but fix i t  de way he ' ll wear i t  j es '  one day . 
(Well , what does that do then? ) 
Dat ' s  tub b reak him up if  he ' s  goin ' with a woman . 
[Here again flaxseed are us ed agains t witchcraf t ,  that o f  the o ther woman who 

was holding the man from his wife . ]  
(Does he wear either sock of  his ? )  
De right sock .  [ Savannah , Ga . , (12 76 ) , 2170 : 6 . ] 
1165 3 .  Git chew [ corn]  meal or f lour in de barrel an ' , dey a enemy to yo ' ,  

sift dat f lour good an ' make i t  up . But dey won ' t cook but half of  it an ' turn 

FLOUR OR MEAL ENEMY TAKES FROM YOUR BARREL - SIFTS 
MAKES UP - COOKS HALF - TURN DIRTY PAN OVER OTHER 
HALF 24 HOURS - THROWS IT AWAY - YOU WILL LACK FOOD 

de dirty [ baking ] pan ovah 
de o ther half an ' let it 
s tay 24 hours an ' throw it 
[bread ]  out . An ' dat cuts 
yo '  off from gittin •  any 

mo ' [ corn] meal . Have a hard time git tin ' f lour or whatever yo ' wantin ' . Can ' t 
hardly git nuthin tub eat . [Waycross , Ga . ,  (1129) , 18 35 : 6 . ] 

11654 . Even with ears thought [spirit ? ] can hear anything , even a whisper , 
even if asleep = [ ears are wonderful but you , at least s ome of  us , were born with 

FOREHEAD - MARK ON - WISDOM HOLE OR RECEIVING HOLE 

your forehead. [ It is invisible excep t to a seer . ] 

an additional hearing aid ] . 
You were born with a lit tle 
hole , like a pinhole , in 
It is called a wisdom ha Ze 
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or receiving ho Ze . Through it  you receive messages from [and you are in touch ] 
with the Spirit o f  God ,  where to say no and where to say yes . [These "yes" and 
"no" answers sp iritually received are a spiritualization of  the "Jack, " the fet
ish that answers its owner ' s  ques tions by movements meaning "yes" or "no" ; see 
"JACK-BALL" MAN in interview pp . l59 3-1599 , v . 2 .  The present invisible hole on 
the forehead is actually the secret mark on a person ' s forehead I have discussed 
in my introduction to the interview of DOCTOR MARCUS BROWN on p . l290 , v . 2 .  I t  
is  the tav o r  taw = sign o r  cross , 22nd let ter of  Hebrew alphabet , the mark of  
the e Zect or chos en o f  God (Ezk . 9 : 3-7) . Both ho Ze and mark are the eye in the 
middle of the forehead somet imes seen in occult s igns or advertisements . Secret 
wisdom began with the tribal witch doctor and it is still with us ! ]  [Washington, 
D . C . , (62la) , 7 9 7 : 4 . ] 

11655 . Takin ' a fo ' k  an ' s tickin ' it down in de ground . Jes ' lak i f  ah 
didn ' t like yo ' an ' ah wanted yo ' to move ' way from dat place without any fus s , 

FORK - THRUST INTO GROUND - AT OUTSIDE CORNER 
OF HOUSE - NEAREST TO VICTIM' S BED - GOTTA GO 

ah ' d  take de fo ' k  an ' s tick it 
right in de corner of  yore house 
right directly where yore bed 
is . Well , yo ' j es '  git so upset 

yo ' j es '  go tta go - yo ' can ' t s tay ,  yo ' gotta go . [ This is a corner-of-the house 
rite , sometimes the corner being ins ide , at other times outside ; the one outside 
occas ionally under the house . Oppos ite corners of a house or room also occur . 
Mos t  frequently we find 4 corners o f  the house . ]  [ Faye tteville , N .  Car . , ( 1411) , 
25 35 : 7 . ]  

11656 . Ah heard yo ' take a fo ' k  an ' put it in yore bed mattress an ' sleep 
on de fo ' k  three days , an '  dey say that ' ll separate yo ' an ' yore sweetie . 

FORK - WOMAN FOR 3 NIGHTS KEEPS IT IN MATTRESS 
UNDER HER - TINES POINTED TO  MAN ' S SIDE OF  BED 
3 MORNINGS AS HE LEAVES HOUSE SHE THROWS SALT 
AFTER HIM - SWEEPING IT OUT - GETS RID OF HIM 

(Well , who would put that in 
there , under that ? )  
Yo ' put it in there yo ' s elf 
yes , tuh git rid o f  yore man . 
Yo ' s ee ,  yo ' take that fo ' k  
an ' yo ' put it in yore b ed mat

tress ,  yo ' s ee ,  an ' yo ' turn it towards him all de time . See ,  de sharpes t parts 
[ tines ] .  See .  Yo ' turn it towards him yo ' see an ' yo ' sleep on that , three 
nights s traight , an ' that breaks yo ' all up completely . 

An '  tuh keep him away aftah he git gone , yo ' git chew some table salt . See , 
an' sprinkle it j es '  lak this [ gets up and demonstrates ] .  Sweep it  on out . He 
gotta s tay out . Jes ' do it gradually all de time , aftah he leaves [ for work ] , 
vben he walks out dis mawnin ' .  [Memphis , Tenn . , ( 15 4 7 ) , 2809 : 9 . ] 

1165 7 .  Yo ' kin go tuh a s to ' where dey sell dat fo ' ks an ' yo '  kin buy it , 
an' name it  when yo ' buy it , this individual . Then yo ' come back home an ' yo ' 

fORK - WOMAN BUYS NEW - NAMES IT MAN SHE WANTS TO 
SEliD AWAY - BACK HOME SHE WRITES HIS AND HER NAMES 
(SURELY HER ABOVE HIS - EACH IN OPPOSITE DIRECTIONS ] 

1illSBES - WRAPS AND TIES PAPER ON FORK - TURNS BACK 
10 RONNING WATER - THROWS FORK OVER LEFT SHOULDER 
AKD WALKS AWAY NOT LOOKING BACK - MAN SOON LEAVES 

take a piece of papah 
an ' write their names on 
it , an ' make a wish , an '  
wrap that name right on 
that fo ' k , an ' yo ' might 
tie it [name] on there . 
Then yo ' kin carry it to 
some runnin ' watah an '  

tkrov it in there , an ' don ' look back at 
crazy . As that watah run , yore mind an ' 
Ia on things an ' off  lak that . 

it , an '  yo ' ll [person named will ] go 
that sharp fo ' k  - yo ' know, yore mind 

(How do you throw that in the water ? )  
Throw it ovah yore left shoulder an ' j es '  keep awalkin ' [away never looking 
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back] . [Memphis , Tenn . , (1542 ) , 2 790 : 8 . ] 
11658 . When yore man ' s  wit a woman an ' yo ' want her tuh quit him or sompin , 

j es '  git chew a ole brass fo ' k  an ' go tuh de do ' late at night . Jes ' knock on 

OLD BRAS S FORK - LATE AT NIGHT GO TO HOUSE WHERE 
YOUR MAN AND A WOMAN ARE - KNOCK ON DOOR - CURSE 
JABBING FORK INTO DOOR AND CALLING OUT 3 TIMES 
COME OUTA DAT OR COME OUTA DERE - "BREAK ' EM UP" 

de do ' an ' curse ,  say ,  "Come 
outa dat , come outa dat , " 
three times . An ' dey say 
dat ' ll break ' em up . 
(What do you do with the fork?) 
Jes ' s tick it in de do ' ,  "Come 

outa dere . "  Junk it in de do ' lak dat , "Come outa dere , "  an ' curse it . Dey say 
dat ' ll really break ' em up . Dat j es '  cuts ' em right in two . [Memphis , Tenn . , 

KNIFE AND FORK CROSSED UNDER DOORSTEP - FOR RENTMAN 
( 1544) , 2805 : 6 . ] 
11659 . An '  if yo ' already 
outdo ' s ,  yo ' git a knife 

an' a fo ' k  an ' yo ' bury it undah dere [ front doorstep ] an ' see if  yo ' cain ' t 
conker de rent man . Ah done tried dat . Ah know dat from self experience . 

(Jus t how do you bury that knife and fork , any special way? ) 
Bury de knife dis-a-way [ demonstrates ] an ' de fo ' k  dis way . 
(The fork crossing the knife . )  [New Orleans , La . , ( 1558 , Peg Leg ' s wife , 

firs t informant on 2nd trip to New Orleans) , 2982 : 11 . ] 

FORK OF ROAD - IN DOUBT - TAKE RIGHT-HAND FORK 
11660 . Yo ' in a s trange place • • • 

nobody tuh inquire whut direc
tion it  is , an ' yo ' tryin ' tuh 

git to a town an ' heah ' s de fo ' ks 
All - ordinarily yo ' ll be righ t .  
2430 : 1 . ] 

of  a road , dey say yo ' git de right han ' fo ' k . 
Ah ' ve heard that . [ Sumter , s .  Car . , (1372) , 

116 6 1 .  Go at midnight to  forks o f  road , bow down and � to Lord for what 
you want . Go 9 nights .  [Memphis ,  Tenn . , ( 9 71) , 15 70 : 1 . ] 

1166 2 .  Say yo ' go down to de fo ' ks o f  de road fo ' good luck , nine mawnin ' s ,  
an ' after nine mawnin ' s  yo ' always have good luck • • •  

(What do you do when you go down to 

LUCKY TO GO 9 MORNINGS TO FORKS OF ROAD 
the forks of the road - what do you do 
do down there? )  
Ah don ' know ! [ The j us t  going down 
gives the good luck . ] [Wilson , N .  

Car . , ( 1495 ) , somewhere near cylinder 1495 : 11 . ] 
11663 .  Den you go to de fo ' k  of de road , s ee , dis 

like dis , one comin ' like dis , and one straight up [ 3  

11Y11  FORK OF ROAD - 3 ROADS COMING TOGETHER - GO TO 
SAY "GOD DAMN IT, I WANTS MARY TO DIE TONIGHT • • •  

YOU HEAR A GANG OF MUSIC • • • DON 'T SEE NOTHIN ' • • •  
THROW A PENNY DOWN • • •  GO OFF • • •  I [MARY ] DIES 'FORE DE 
NIGHT IS OVER - THAT 1 S WHAT HAPPENS AT FORK OF ROAD 

here way ; de road comin ' 
roads coming together , a 

"Y" fork] • And if  you 
wants me to die tonight , 
you goes to de fo ' k  of  de 
road , say , "God damn it , 
I wants Mary to die to
night . "  Well , you hears 
a gang of music ,. but chew 

don' t  see nothin ' . And you j es '  throw a penny down dere and go off  from dere . 
You left one penny dere , and I [Mary ] dies ' fore de night is over . 

(You will die before the night is over . The fork of  any road where two roads 
cross? )  

Ye-es , no , de  fo ' k  o f  de road like j es '  one coming dis way , one comin ' dis 
away and one straight up . 

(I  see, three roads coming together . )  
Yes , dat de fo ' ks .  
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(And you j ust  s tand in the fork of the road at twelve o ' clock at night and 
you j us t  say • • • •  ) 

Twelve in de day and twelve at night . 
at night or twelve in the morning . 

It  don ' t work no other t ime ;  twelve 

Gotta throw a penny down dere , you know . Yeah gotta leave a penny . [ Charles
ton ,  S .  Car . , ( 530) , 641 : 1 . ] 

11664 . Go to the forks of  the road . You 
on the middle part of the forks of the road . 

go tta get - there ' s  a certain dus t 
Well , they take that and they put 

DUST ON THE MIDDLE PART OF THE FORKS OF THE ROAD 
SAYS OUR INFORMANT - WHAT DID HE MEAN BY FORKS ? 

it  in a clean cloth and they 
make nine knots - tie it in 
nine knots . And they take 
that and wear it around 
their waist , and now they 
got you s topped . [This is 
a protection against con
j uration . r 
(Well , what do they wear 
that for ? )  
Well , they - what they wear 
that for ? Well , they kin 
harm you a whole lot , see . 
They kin make you go to a 

certain dis tance as they want you to go , 
distance , i f  they wanta stop you , see . 

(Well,  how would they use that ? )  

and they kin s top you a t  a certain 

[ Informant has already answered my ques tion . ] 
How they? 
(Do they use it  in any way? Or do they j us t  wear i t  around their wais t ? )  
Just keep i t  around their waist [ for protection ] . [New Orleans , La . , ( 884) , 

145 7 : 5 or  4 .  ] 
11665 . You go from home to the fork of  the road sometime . 
(You go to the forks of  the road , then what ? )  
You go from home t o  the fork o f  the road . You , somebody wants you to do 

somepin for ' em to harm ' em [ someone else ] . You take you a frizzly chicken , you 

GO TO FORKS OF ROAD BETWEEN MIDNIGHT AND DAY - WITH 
LIVE FRIZZLY CHICKEN AND VICTIM ' S WRITTEN NAME - ON 
LEFT SIDE OF FORK - KILL CHICKEN - NAME IN AND BURY 

stand on the left-hand 
side o f  the fork of the 
road , and you got the per
son ' s name you wanta do 
harm to . And kill the 

chicken and put their name inside of the chicken and bury it . But it have to 
be before day in the morning , after twelve and before day in the morning . 

( I  see . You bury this frizzly chicken and that name in it , the name of the 
person you want to harm? ) 

Yes . [New Orleans , La . , ( 881) , 145 1 : 3 . ]  
11666 . Yo ' go down to de fo ' k  o f  de road an ' yo ' kin take a fresh aig - j es '  

lak yo ' in bad luck . Git a fresh aig an ' a penny an '  throw i t  cross yore shoulder 

IF IN BAD LUCK - CARRY FRESH CHICKEN EGG AND PENNY 
TO FORKS OF ROAD - BOTH IN HAND AND BACK TO FORK 
THROW THEM ACROSS SHOULDER - WALK AWAY NOT LOOKING 
BACK - PERSON PICKING UP PENNY TAKES YOUR BAD LUCK 
(WHY EGG?  THAT IS PAYMENT FOR SPIRIT OF THE FORK] 

at de fo ' k  of  de road an ' 
walk on an ' don' look back . 
After while it put chew in 
good luck . 
(You throw that penny and 
the egg over it [ shoulder ] ?) 
An '  de aig ovah - both o f  
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' em together , an ' throw it cross yore shoulder an ' walk on - de left shoulder 
and walk on . An '  why dat put chew in good luck? An '  de one dat come an ' find 
dis penny , i t  put dem in bad luck . [This is a tranference rite , very common 
in wart cures . ]  [ Sumter , S .  Car . , (136 3 ) , 2404 : 6 . ] 

1166 7 .  Wal , j es '  lak if  yo ' wuz goin ' tuh de fo ' ks 
It  be  a certain hour dat chew go . See , yo ' goin ' dere 

of de road tuhnight , s ee .  
at twelve a ' clock at 

night . Yo ' go at twelve 
a ' clock dis night . Well 
yo ' go , yo ' say . Yo ' 
git chew some stee Z dust. 

FORK OF ROAD - GO TO AT MIDNIGHT WITH STEEL DUST 
YOU ARE ON A DANGEROUS MISSION - STEEL IS A PROTECTION 
THERE MAKE A CROSS ON THE GROUND WITH 2 SWINGING 
STROKES OF RIGHT LEG - SAME MOTION BOYS YEARS AGO 
MADE WITH 2 SEMI-CIRCULAR SWEEPS OF FOOT - MAKING 
A MARBLES GAME EYE-SHAPED PLAYING RING )!:!\ - BUT 
OUR PRESENT CROSSING FOOT STROKES LOOKS LIKE A 
RUNNING LETTER "X" = X - IN HOODOO A CROSS ON 
GROUND IS  USUALLY MADE WITH A STICK - HERE WITH 
SHOE ON RIGHT FOOT - PICK UP FORK-OF-ROAD DUST 
MIX WITH STEEL DUST BROUGHT ALONG - WHILE WALKING 
AT FORKS MAKE WISHES - FINALLY OFFER SECRET PRAYER 
WHATEVER YOU WANT TO KNOW WILL COME TO YOU 
FORK OF ROAD BECOMES AN ORACLE 

Yo ' go wit de stee Z dus t. 
Yo ' ll go in de fo ' k  of  
dat road where yo ' ll 
make wit yore footstep 
lak dat [ gets out of 
chair and demons trates ] .  
(You make a cross right 
in the fork of  that 
road ? )  
Wit yore sho e ,  right
han ' foot , an ' yo ' take 
an ' pick up some dus t , 

an ' yo ' takes an ' mix it wit s tee Z dust ,  an ' sprinkle it lak dat [ demonstrates ] .  
Yo ' walks an ' as yo ' walk yo ' make yore wishes . An '  yo ' come back dere [ to the 
forks ] to a secret prayer . Make a secret prayer at de fo ' ks of de road . What
somevah yo ' wanta know about at the forks of the road , it [ answer ] will come to 
yo ' . [New Orleans , La . , (15 71) , 2885 : 7 . ] 

11668 . Walk j ust  like you walk to the two forks of the road , from the house ,  
make a cross mark with your right foo t ,  you know . Turn around and g o  back to 

WALK FROM HOME TO FORK OF ROAD - THERE MAKE CROSS 
WITH RIGHT FOOT IN THE DIRT - RETURN HOME - LUCKY 

CROSSMARK MADE FOR YOU AT FORKS OF ROAD - IF YOU 
WALK OVER IT - WHATEVER MAKER INTENDED WILL HAPPEN 

the hous e .  That ' s  supposed 
to be lucky to you .  Sup
posed to bring luck to you . 
(That will bring you luck , 
I see . )  [Vicksburg , Miss . ,  
( 7 79 ) , 1073 : 4 . ] 
11669 . I have heard that 
they goes tuh the forks o f  
d e  road and dey cPossmarks 

yo ' out like that . That ' s  whut ah ' ve heard about that . 
(Well,  what does that mark do? Do they j us t  make a mark there in the road? ) 
They j es t  make a mark at the [ fork of  the ] road . 
(Well,  how does that affect  me if  I don ' t  go out there? )  
I t  won ' t ' fe et yo ' i f  you don ' t go out there . If  yo ' go out there it ' ll ' feet 

chew. 
( I  see , you have to walk over that mark . ) [Mobile , Ala . , (689 ) , 918 : 4 . ] 
116 70 . Whut dey do ' s  at de fo ' k .  Well , de fo ' k  of  de road , when yo ' do dat , 

yo ' kin draw a person tuh yo ' or yo ' kin run ' em from yo ' .  Well , now , when yo ' 
got dere at de fo ' k  o f  de road , yo ' git dere a t  sunrise . Well , den yo ' make a 
cros s , j es '  lak de cross dey s ay dat Christ hung [ on ] , yo ' know . Yo ' name dat 
even , an ' yo ' cross dat , an ' den yo ' ll take a little graveyard [ dirt ] , good or 
bad [ grave ] it don ' t make no difference . An' den yo ' put dat in a lit tle b it of  
sulphah an ' salt , an ' den yo ' make a powdahs of dat - lak , yo ' know , an ' den yo ' 
throw it in dat place . An '  dat ' s de way yo ' uses dat at de crossroad , yo ' know , 
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REACH FORK OF ROAD AT SUNRI SE - MAKE CROSS IN DIRT 
NAME IT - TAKE 3 :  GRAVEYARD DIRT - SULPHUR - SALT 
THROW IN THAT PLACE [ CROSS ] - MAKE A PRAYER - TALK 
TO IT - ANYTHING YOU WANT - GOOD OR BAD - NAME IT 

anything lak a fo ' k .  An ' 
dey [ den? ] yo ' say ,  yo ' 
know , yo ' have to talk to 
it , say ,  "Jesus Christ suf
fered an' died on Calvary 
Cro s s , why can ' t yo ' do so

an ' -so-an ' -so . "  See , j es '  anything yo ' want tuh name tuh it . 
(You do that for harm or bad ? )  
Yeah , it ' ll d o  eithah fo ' good or  fo ' bad , but den yo ' have d e  Lord , an'  make 

it  which way yo ' want it  tuh go . [ Sumter , S .  Car . , ( 1382) , 2454 : 3 . ] 
116 71 .  When yo ' go to a forks of de road , make a cross mark an ' go . If  yo ' 

see a fork of  de road , make a cross  mark an ' go [ on your way ] . Said yo ' more den 

AT A CROSSROAD MAKE A CROSS MARK FOR LUCK 
apt to be lucky . Dat ' s whut ah 
heard , yo ' more den apt to be lucky . 
[ For luck by making cross at fork of 

road , see No . ll6 6 8 . ]  [ S t .  Petersburg , Fla . , ( 1008) , 16 29 : 3 . ] 
116 72 .  Take de dirt out de fork o f  de road , i f  you don ' t want ' em to leave . 

Take de dirt out o f  de fork of  de road and put it in a bag and hold it  there . 
Keep it , that will keep them from going away . 

PUT CROS SROAD DIRT IN BAG - DIRT PERSON HAS WALKED 
OVER - ADD CAYENNE PEPPER - PERSON CANNOT LEAVE YOU 

(You j us t  go out to the 
forks o f  the road and pick 
up that dirt . )  
Yes , an '  put cayenne pepper 

with that , and hold i t .  That ' s  what ah heard . [Mob ile , Ala . , (690) , 919 : 5 . ] 
116 7 3 .  Say yo ' kin go to de fo ' ks o f  de road an ' take , yo ' know, dat arossin ' 

sand [ sand from cross road used in arossing person ] . An '  go an ' git ' im,  say ,  a 

AT FORKS OF ROAD PICK UP CROSSING SAND OR DIRT 
[THIS IS SAND OR DIRT USED TO CROSS = PUT SPELL ON ] 
MOSTLY SAND HERE AT WAYCROSS - PUT IN A BOX - WITH 
PIECE OF FLANNEL - WRITE VICTIM' S NAME - WHAT IS TO 
BE DONE TO HIM - TO KILL OR LINGAH HIM - READ 9 DAYS 
PSALM 35 - FACE TURNED TO SUNRISE - ADD DRAGON ' S  
BLOOD - KEEP THIS  BOX AND CONTENTS ABOUT THE HOUSE 

box about foah inches 
square . An' git a pie ce 
o f flannen cloth . An '  
j est  lak i t  wus me , dey 
take mah name [write it ] 
and [write ] whatsomevah 
dey wanta do tuh me ; lak 
dey wanta kill me or 
wanta Ungah me . Dey 

kin take dat an ' read de 35th Psalm fo ' nine days at sunrise , an ' [while reading 
it ] turn yore haid to de sunrise ,  an '  dey kin kill yo ' .  

(What would they do with all these things in that box? You didn ' t tell me 
vhat they did with those . )  

Well , dey would j es t  go an '  dey would take dat arossing sand [ sand from cross
road ] yore name , yo ' unders t and , an ' dat j es t  be closed up [ in the box] . Yo ' 
understand me . Go out an ' put dat ingredients in deah . It ' s  a dragon ' s  blood 
dat chew kin git - dragon ' s  blood - put it in dere . An ' put dat box back to
gether , yo ' know, j es t  like yo ' kin use dat sand an ' dat dragon ' s  b lood an '  
yore name an ' read dat - yo ' unders tand , d a t  35 th P salm.  

(Where do  you put  that box  then? ) 
Wel l ,  yo ' j es t  place it mos t  anywhere about in de house ,  ain ' t  got no certain 

place . [Way cross , Ga . , (1135 ) , 184 3 : 11 . ] 
116 74 .  Go to the forks o f  a road and yo ' can git dat dirt j es '  as it turn 

off at de forks o f  de road , yo ' kin git dat dirt an ' yo ' kin take it and bring 
it back an ' sprinkle it in a person ' s shoes an ' if dey wearing dat shoe an '  yo ' 
want ' em to go , that will keep them going . 

(But you mus t  get this dirt from the fork o f  the road . ) 
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GET DIRT AS IT TURNS OFF AT DE FORKS OF DE ROAD 
SPRINKLE IT IN PERSON ' S  SHOES - THAT WILL KEEP 
THEM GOING - NOT FOOT TRACKS - DIRT FROM DE TURN 

Git it from de turn , that ' s  
to  make them leave . 
( I t  mus t  be  the dirt from 
their track? ) 
Not from their track . Yo ' 

go out to the forks of the road , you git dat dirt . 
(Anybody ' s  dirt or any kind o f  dirt . )  
No , yo ' git de dirt out o f  the road , not nobo dy else ' s  track . [Mob ile , Ala . , 

(6 88) , 956 : 5 . ] 
11675 . Go out to de fo ' ks o f  de road an ' git s ome dirt , if  it  a person at 

yure hous e ,  yo ' know, an' yo ' want ' em tuh leave or eithah come b ack , see . Yo ' 
git  dat dirt out de fo ' k  o f  de road an ' bury dat up undah de step s . An ' put so 

FORK OF ROAD DIRT KEEPS PERSON HOME OR SENDS AWAY 
UNDER STEPS WITH SUGAR AND 2 NEW NEEDLES KEEPS HOME 

at home . [Memphis , Tenn . , (943) , 15 24 : 8 . ] 

some sugah an ' two brand
new needles ain ' t been used. 
(What will that do ? )  
That will make them s tay 

116 76 .  I f  s omebody put a spell on you , or evil verk [work] on yuh , ah kin 
take yuh any night at twelve ' clock an ' go tuh de fork of de road . An ' lak at 
a certain time [I wil l ]  fetch yuh on back home an ' fix de door tuh yuh step -

FORK OF ROAD - INFORMANT A ROOT DOCTOR - AT MIDNIGHT 
TAKES PATIENT THERE - RETURNING PATIENT HOME - HE 
FIXES [MAGICALLY PREPARES ] PATIENT ' S  DOORSTEP - HAS 
PATIENT ENTER BACKWARDS - GOES TO BEDROOM - TAKES 
PAIR OF SOCKS - [HERE I ASK ABOUT WHAT HAPPENED AT 
CROSSROADS ) - GET A FROG AND 9 8-PENNY SQUARE-CUT 
NAILS [IXJCTOR ACTS OUT EVERYTHING ] - PICKING UP 
CROSSROAD DIRT FROM FLOOR OF INTERVIEWING ROOM - HAS 
SPECIAL HAMMER TO DRIVE THE NAILS INTO FOOTPRINTS 
DEVIL COME ALONG - DON ' T  BOTHER WITH HIM - DRIVES 
NAILS INTO PATIENT ' S  FOOT TRACKS - LETS DIRT FALL 
THROUGH HIS FINGERS - ON RETURNING TO PATIENT ' S  HOME 
HE NAILS SOME OF THIS DIRT TO PRECEDING DOORSTEP S 
PATIENT GOES TO BED - ARISES AT SUNRISE - DOCTOR 
[ STAYS NIGHT THERE ? ] GIVES HIM QUART OF VINEGAR 
AND SULPHUR MIXED IN BOTTLE - THROWN INTO RUNNING 
WATER ETC . - ENDING : GO BACKWARDS AN '  LAY IN DE BAID 

sort , you understand . [ Long s ilence and I continue . ]  
is  confidential . I t  doesn ' t  go any farther , you see . )  

an ' den yuh ' ll go back
ward an ' go tuh yuh baid
room an ' git a pair o f  ' is 
socks or s ome othah thing . 
An '  nine days af tah dat 
yuh would be o f f  from home . 
Nine days aftah dat yuh ' ll 
commence tuh • • •  [ I  inter
rupt . ]  
(Well what would you do 
at the crossroad s ?  What 
would you do down at the 
cros sroads to cure a 
person ? )  
Why yuh want me tuh tell 
yuh secret information? 
(I ' m  not going to be here 
to go into bus iness again
s t  you or anything o f  that 
You s ee ,  what you tell me 

Well , I ' ll tell yuh anyhow . Now yuh , if anybo dy harm yuh , hurt chuh , an ' yuh 

wan ' a put a spell on dem [ this is called " returning the spell" ] .  Yuh go an ' git 

a frog , one fro g .  Git chub nine , nine eightpenny cut nails . Yo ' know what a 

cut nail is ? 
(Yes , a square nail . )  
Mm [whatever that means ! ] .  An ' go carry it  tuh de crossroads , j es '  go ovah 

de dirt where his feet print [ leave footprints ] .  Do lak dat [ demons trates ] an ' 
do lak dat [ demons trates again ] an '  be raising de nail . 

[ I  describe his act ions . ]  
(The person puts his hands down on the ground . )  
[The hands are spread out flat on the ground . ]  
Go t ta have [ demons trates ] ground gotta go through his hand , you know [ demon-
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s trates ] .  
( Through his fingers . )  
[He continues to demons trate . ]  
Yuh put yuh f ingahs here and den yuh put de nails right here . 
[Demons trates a hammer . ]  
(A special hammer you use for that purpose . )  
[While this is going on . ] De devil will come along . Nevah go up to him. 

Go back home as s low as yuh kin an ' carry dat nailed-down [ prints ] an ' take de 
sand wit i t .  Nail dem tub de s tep s an ' yuh do de same thing . Let him go in de 
house backwards . As he go at de s tep goes on up , go in backwards an ' lay down 
[ to rest ] .  He gonna git up early - sunrise . Aft ah sunrise de nex '  mawnin ' . 
An '  den yuh give him a quart o f  vinegah an ' sulphuh , an ' in dat bottle . An' put 
it dere an ' throw it in runnin ' watah , den dat will [begin to work ] . An ' in 
nine days t ime , if he ain ' t too long [ gone , he will b egin to recover ] . 

[While machine stopped I ask a ques tion . ] 
No , yo ' ll s tart at de do ' an ' den take five more [ s teps ] an '  git some vinegah. 

Tie it  right togethah wit a p iece of  cord s tring an ' put about a spoonful of 
sulphur , wit a quart of  vinegah . But chew have dat fixed . Now you have dat 
fixed a couple of  days , yuh undahs tan ' . Den aftah yuh do it , git de person an ' 
let ' im take a dose  three t imes a day . 

( That ' ll cure him? ) 
In nine days now dat person week is up an ' de reason it  is done . If i t ' s  

recently done , dey has de party dyin ' in t ' ree days . [ Presumably the longer 
the spell in time , the longer it takes to cure it . ]  

(The person that put the spell on him. ) 
Yeah , goes back [ to him]  s ee .  [This is called returning the spell and by 

other names . ]  
[To be  on the safe side I continue . ]  
(As I p as s , I put them [my feet ] down there and make my footprints and my 

handprints right at  the crossroads . )  
Right at de cross of  de road [making this the center of  a square and a quin

cunx rit e ]  and come right b ack to de s t eps and do de same thing . An ' he ' ll 
[doctor ] have to carry yuh back as yuh go backwards an ' lay in de baid . [ Charles
ton , S .  Car . , (509) , 5 72 : 8 . ] 

116 7 7 .  Yo ' go tub de fo ' ks of  de road an ' , when yo ' go tub de fo ' ks o f  de 
road , yo ' git a p inch o f  dirt from de fo ' ks of  da t road . Den yo ' go to do -

FORK-OF-ROAD DIRT AND GRAVEYARD DIRT 
ADD : SALT - PEPPER - SULPHUR - SPRINKLE 
ACROSS PERSON ' S  PATH TO CHANGE HIS MIND 

b efo ' yo ' go tub de fo ' ks o f  de road , 
yo ' go tub de graveyard yo ' know, an '  
g i t  some of  d e  graveyard dirt an '  mix 
it  tuhgethah . Den go tub de fo ' ks  of 
de road an ' git some o f  dat , an' mix 

dat tuhgethah . Den yo ' have tuh s eason it , chew know. Yo ' git dem two things 
an' yo ' git some salt an ' yo ' git some peppah an ' some sulphur , an ' crumble it 
all wit dat dirt from de fo ' ks of de road . An ' it  will do j es '  whut chew want 
it tub do . 

(What will you do with it ? )  
Yo ' went dere fo ' a purpos e .  When yo ' went tuh de fo ' ks o f  d e  road , yo ' 

wants somebo dy probab ly ,  or yo ' wanta change .somebody from gain'  wit somebody ' s  
else, an ' yo ' bring yo ' dese ,  an ' why , dat means dey ' ll come yore way . 

(What do you do with that dirt after you mix i t  up? What do you do with it ? )  
Sprinkle it . 
(Where ? )  
Yo ' know, j es '  lak ah know yo ' goin ' out . ' Sposin '  ah ' m  gain' from heah ovah 



- Hoodoo - Conj uration - Witchcraft - Rootwork - 4 2 3 7  

he ' p  me tuh rule dis day . "  Pray d a t  prayer , "He ' p  me tuh rule d i s  day . "  Dat ' s  
tuh conkah yore enemies , from round yo ' .  [Memphis ,  Tenn . , ( 1549) , 2813 : 8 . ] 

116 80 . Well , yo ' kin go to de fo ' ks o f  de road for de man dat chew love or 
yore husband - to see who yore husband was [ is to be ] . Yo ' kin go dere an' set 

FORK OF ROAD - MIDNIGHT - MEET FUTURE HUSBAND OR COFFIN 
until twelve a ' clock 
at night j es '  wit chure 
whole heart an ' mind on 

a husband an ' he ' ll appear befo ' yo ' . Or , well , if yo ' wanta go dere , if yore 
husband don ' t come dere an ' yo ' not goin ' live long , why de shape of yore coffin 
will come . [Waycros s , Ga . ,  (1141) , 1855 : 10 . ] 

116 8 1 .  If one wants tuh marry a man , gits a looking glas s an ' go de eas t of 
de fork of de road an ' buries it  there . Well , that makes this man marry her . 

FORK OF ROAD - EAST S I DE OF - WOMAN BURIES FACE UP 
MIRROR BEARING NAME OF MAN SHE WANTS TO MARRY - THEN 
9 MORNINGS SHE VIS ITS SITE - MARRIES WITHIN YEAR 

( She s imply takes the 
looking glass and goes 
out and buries it at the 
forks of the road . ) 
Forks o f  the road . Turn 

it up , an ' den she vis i t  dat yo ' know fo ' nine mornings . 
(Well , how does she know she is going to get the right man? )  
Well ,  dat de one she want . Well she put his name on dat glass an ' puts it 

dere . [Waycross , Ga . ,  (1122) , 180 3 : 12 . ] 
11682 . What do they do at  the forks of the road? Well , dey go out dere s ome

time tuh bury glas s , a broken glas s . Dey go out dere to  meet spirits  in some way 

TO AVOID BAD LUCK - BURY AT FORKS OF ROAD MIRROR 
ACCIDENTALLY BROKEN - OR TO RID SELF OF BAD LUCK 
PURPOSELY BREAK MIRROR BURY IT AT FORKS OF ROAD 

but ah cain ' t explain dat ex
actly , ' cos ' ah done fo ' go t . 
(What kind o f  glass do they 
bury out there ? )  
Well , dat ' s  a mirror , a lookin' 

glass . Well , dey bury that there tuh bury their troubles to these fo ' ks .  [Wil

ENEMY DRIVES STAKE INTO FORKS OF ROAD 
CALLING YOUR NAME - YOU BECOME WANDERER 

s on ,  N .  Car . , (1454) , 2642 : 6 . ]  
11683 . Dey go tuh de fo ' ks of  de road . 
Dey calls yore name an '  de ' drives a 
stab [ s take ] in de fo ' ks o f  de road . 

Well , dat j es '  keep yo ' goin ' . Yo ' can ' t s tay in one place , j es '  keep agoin ' -
goin ' all de t ime . [Brunswick , Ga . , (1217) , 2069 : 5 . ] 

116 84 .  Ah says , dey ' ll - sometimes dey ' ll go dere [ forks o f  road ] an ' drive 
a s tave [ s take ] down in groun ' where yo ' can ' t see it , and pull green grass and 
put on top of  it . When yo ' git dere yo ' won ' t know it . Yo ' can ' t cross dat road . 

ENEMY DRIVES STAKE LEVEL WITH THE GROUND IN CENTER 
OF CROSSROAD - WALK OVER IT - PAINS IN LEGS FOREVER 
STAKE IN CENTER OF CROSSING= � IS  A QUINCUNX RITE 

(You can ' t cross  that road ? 
Where do they put that 
stake? ) 
In de middle , right in de 
middle of de road .  Dey ' ll 

drive i t  down so yo ' can ' t s ee it , even wit de groun ' , yo ' know . 
(You do that out at the forks of  the road . Wel l ,  what do they do that for ? )  
Well ,  i f  you walk over it , you ' ll have pains d e  balance o f  yore days in yore 

laigs , dey begin tuh git so s t if f . [Mob ile , Ala . , (694) , 943 : 2 . ]  
11685 . Ah ' ve heard dat yo ' go to de fo ' k  of a road , somewheres roun ' where 

fo ' fo ' ks run dis way , one dis way , one dis way an ' den dis way - de crossroads , 
yessuh . At fo ' fo 'ks .  An '  make a round ring dis way [ demonstrates circle on 
ground ] an ' drive a s tick [s take ] right into de center o f  de ring - drive it to 
70 degrees - an ' de s tick probably is nine inches or twelve inches [ long] . An ' 
drive it clean down to twelve inches . I t  shouldn ' t  be ovah twelve inches long . 
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[This means s t ick is level with ground . ]  An '  dat takes great effect when a per
son walkin ' along dere . Sometime a person will s tumble [but he does not stumble 
over stick ! ] an ' dey don ' t  know whut caus e ' em tub s tumble . Ah ' ve heard o f  dat , 

IF PRECEDING RITE IS  A QUINCUNX WHAT IS FOLLOWING? 
MAKE CIRCLE ON GROUND AT CENTER OF CROSSROADS - IN 
CENTER OF CIRCLE DRIVE STAKE FLUSH INTO GROUND WHERE 
ENEMY MAY STUMBLE - BUT LATER BE CRIPPLED FOR LIFE 
STAKE IN CENTER OF CIRCLE IN CENTER OF CROSSROAD ! 

yo ' want to git ' em .  Caus e ' em to have a [phys ical ] 
( Does he j us t  fall down o r  what ? )  

too , an ' i t  taken great 
effect . 
(You do that agains t some 
of your enemies or  some
thing ? )  
Yes . I f  yo ' have a enemy , 
yo ' know , an ' dat ' s  de way 

downfall . 

He fall down an ' git full of  pain or somepin lak dat . [ Fayetteville , N .  Car . ,  
(1408) , 2530 : 13 . ] 

11686 . Yo ' go out dere ' fore day in de mawnin ' an ' git a twig offa tree at 
de fo ' ks o f  de road an ' us e it . Yo ' kin us e it fo ' luck , fo ' bad luck , an ' dey 
use it with dis red f lannel .  Ah ' magine yo ' seen red flannel . Yo ' us e red flan
nel . An ' git chew a twig while de sap is in i t , but chew cain ' t git it when it ' s  

BEFORE DAY CUT TWIG HAVING SAP - FROM TREE AT FORKS 
OF ROAD - BOIL THIS AND TURPENTINE AND ASAPITIDY 
3 INGREDIENTS - STRAIN THROUGH PIECE OF RED FLANNEL 
LIQUID KEEP IN DARK PLACE - TWIG WRAP IN RED FLANNEL 
WEAR LATTER ABOUT NECK FOR LUCK - LIQUID FOR SPELLS 
THIS LIQUID WILL DO WHATEVER YOU WANT - GOOD OR BAD 
FALLIN ' OUTA BED� AGONY IN DE PEET� ATHALETIC PEET 
SPRINKLE THIS WATER AT DOORSTEP TO MOVE PERSON 
SPRINKLE TO MAKE A SICK PERSON SICKER - SPRINKLE 
TO GIVE BAD HEALTH OR TO HAVE GOOD HEALTH - IN FACT 
THIS LIQUID WILL DO WHATEVER YOU WANT - GOOD OR BAD 

dry , at de fo�' ks of  de 
road . Dat cause people 
tub has spells , fallin ' 
outa beds , agony in de 
haid , agony in de feet , 
athaletics feet s an ' all 
lak dat . 
(What do you do with this 
twig ? How do they work 
that ? )  
Well ,  yo ' gi t chew a p iece 
of red f lannel an ' git 
chew some turpentine an ' 

asafetidy an ' boil it all tuhgethah in ' bout , j es '  say ' bout a cup of watah an ' 
strain it an ' po ' all dat drugs [ dregs ] , let say yo ' has drugs tub i t , an ' s train 
i t  through dat red flannel . An '  af tah yo ' ve s trained it through de red flannel , 
den yo ' use only de watah , unders tan ' . S et dis watah in a dark place in a 
closet an ' keep dis twig in dis red flannel wrapped . Yo ' kin weah dis roun ' 
yore neck fo ' luck fo ' yo ' self . An '  de watah fo ' bad luck yo ' kin sprinkle 
around a person' s do ' s teps tub cause ' em tub move . If yo ' wanta sprinkle it 
fo ' luck , if  yo ' wanta sprinkle it , yo ' kin sprinkle it tub cause ' em tub move . 
Yo ' kin sprinkle it fo ' a person dat ' s s ick , tub make ' em have iller health . 
Yo ' kin sprinkle i t  where a person is sick ,  tub make ' em have bet tah health ; 
accordin ' tub whut chew magic ' but chew go tta git it from de fo ' ks of  de road 
' fore day in de mawnin 1 •  [Memphis , Tenn . , (1518) , 2695 : 3 . ] 

LET ME REWRITE WHAT HAPPENS IN THE FOLLOWING RITE 
YOU ARE HAVING A SPELL OF BAD LUCK - YOU ARE WALKING 
ALONG A SINGLE ROAD ____,. WHICH SUDDENLY DIVIDES INTO 
LETTER "V" LYING ON ITS SIDE LIKE THIS (. WHICH 
IS '1'HE LETTER "Y" FORK - STOP AT THE BEGINNING OF 
FORK - THE "V" LYING ON ITS S IDE < - HERE WHIRL 
AROUND TWICE [ONE WHIRL FOR EACH FORK ] AND WHIRL 
TO RIGHT - CONFUSES ANY BAD-LUCK SPIRIT FOLLOWING 
YOU - THEN CONTINUE ON RIGHT FORK NEVER LOOKING BACK 

116 8 7 .  Yo ' go tub de fo ' k  
of  de road - fo ' luck yo ' 
mean? [ I  p robably nodded 
yes . ] Fo ' luck . An ' yo ' 
turn around twice [ s tand
ing in same place ] an ' on 
de right han ' s ide , not on 
de lef t-han' s ide . An ' 
yo ' succeeds dere on de 
right han ' of de road . 
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Don ' nevah look back ,  j es '  keep right on on  de  righ t han ' s ide , yo ' understan ' . 
An' right  at de b end of  dat fo ' k of de road - dere ' s  three fo ' ks o f  de road . 
Well , at  de s econd fo ' k  of  de road , yo ' look right at de s e cond road . [ S umter , 
s .  Car . ,  (13 78) , 2447 : 4 . ] 

11688 . Wel� , yo ' kin go to de 
times an ' yo ' don ' [look back? ] .  

fo ' ks of de road an ' probably turn aroun ' three 
Cos ' whatevah yo ' have [of  victim' s ]  well , yo ' 

3 TIMES TURN AROUND AT FORKS OF ROAD - LEAVE ARTICLE 
OF VICTIM ' S - VI CTIM WILL LINGER NEARBY UNTIL DEATH 

know , j is '  lak if yo '  
wanted to do somebody some 
harm or somep in .  Well yo ' 
take whatevah yo ' go t o f 

th eirs an ' place it there in de fo ' ks of  de road , an ' there where they ' re [vic
t im is ] goin ' . They ' ll s top , an ' they cain ' t go any further becuz ' they ' ll lin
ger roun ' there , yo ' know. Well , they ' ll continue goin ' that way all de while 
until dey die . [Little Rock, Ark . , ( 89 6 ) , 1466 : 4 . ] 

11689 . Dey go to de fo ' ks of  de road an ' dey turn three times , but ah heard 
dey go to de graveyard befo ' an ' dey gits some dirt .  An '  dey take dat dirt an ' 

GO TO GRAVEYARD AT FORKS OF ROAD - TAKE GRAVEYARD 
DIRT - TURN ROUND 3 TIMES AT FORKS OF ROAD - TO 
PLACATE GRAVEYARD OR FORK OF ROAD SPIRI T ?  - MIX THI S 
DIRT WITH SUGAR - SUGAR OF LEAD - SULPHUR - BURY 
UNDER YOUR STEPS TO BRING BACK PERSON WHO LEFT YOU 
BURY MIXTURE OUT FROM STEPS TO MAKE PERSON LEAVE 

some sugah an ' some sugah 
o f  lead an ' some sulphur , 
an ' take it an ' take dat 
dirt an ' bury it undah de 
s t ep s ,  undah de front 
s tep s , either de back -
if  dey ' s out an ' yo ' want 
' em tub come in • • •  yo ' take 

it an '  yo ' mix dat all up togethah . Yo ' take it an ' bury it undah yore steps , 
where dey gotta come ovah . An ' dat ' ll make dem come back • • • •  Either yo ' take it 
an' bury i t  out from de steps . Da t ' ll make ' em go away . 

(What about the forks of  the road? ) 
Ah say , ah ' ve heard of ' em goin ' to de fo ' ks of  de road but it  b e  at de grave

yard at de fo ' ks o f  de road , an ' git dat graveyard dirt . 
(You have to go to a graveyard that ' s  near a forks of  the road? ) 
Yas suh ,  tub git dat dirt , but now if yo ' say go to de graveyard an ' git  dat 

dirt off  a grave fo ' dat somebody dat ' s  went away • • • •  An' yo ' wanta git ' em back • • • • 
nat ' s  whut ah ' m  tryin ' t uh  tell yo ' ' bout dat graveyard dirt . Yo ' go dere an ' 
git dat an' yo ' bury dat dirt . [Memphis , Tenn . , (1548) , 2 809 : 9 . ] 

11690 . Take the forks of  the road , [ I  will ] j us t  mark on this [ piece o f  paper] 
the forks o f  the road there . 

[After he draws a diagram I commen t . ]  
(That ' s the forks of  the road . All right . ) 
Now, you kin take the forks of  the road [a  cros s road ] and you kin go either 

�e or there [ to right-hand or left-hand fork ] . You kin make a wish at twelve 

CIOSSROAD OR 4-FORKS-OF-ROAD IS WHERE 2 ROADS CROSS 
SQUARE JOINING 4 FORKS IS THE CROSSING - YOU ENTER 
IT AT MIDNIGHT - YOU HAVE ONE WISH - AT RIGHT FORK 
WISH ABOUT WOMEN - LEFT FORK MUS I CAL INSTRUMENTS 
DO NOT ENTER EITHER FORK - STAND SEVERAL FEET BACK 

II CROSSING - AFTER YOUR WI SH SPIRITS WILL ENTERTAIN 
LEAVE BY CONTINUING ROAD YOU CAME - DO NOT LOOK BACK 

o ' clock at [ demonstrates ] :  
(At each fork - at either 
fork , j us t  before he gets 
to the j oining place . )  
Yes ? 
(Yes , all right. ) 
You kin make a wish there 
[ demons trates ] for success 
for dealing with women . 

You can make a wish [here , a s econd place ] for succes s in ins truments - like you 
..uta play a piano , guitar or something [ demonstrates ] .  

(I s ee . On the right-hand s ide o f  that fork [ 4  forks ] you use to wish for 
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women ; the left-hand f ork is us ed for ins truments and things of  that sort . All 
right . )  

Yes . Now , but you mus t be here a t  twelve o ' clock. 
(On the right hand s ide? ) 
Yes , either s ide [ chosen ] you must be  there at twelve o ' clo ck at night , you 

know. 
( I  see . )  
Af ter the clock s trike twelve . You go there before then and b e  there at 

twelve . And you ' ll be entertained [ all s orts of things will appear ] . 
(Then you j us t  make a wish . That all you do then , at  the forks of the road ? )  

[Machine s top s . N o  answer . ]  [New Orleans , La . , (883) , 145 3 : 5 . ] 
1169 1. We ll , yo ' take de colored folk graveyard - yo ' nevah been dere , is yo' ? 
(No . ) 
Well - ' s cuse me - dis heah is de white folks graveyard [ demons trates ] ,  yo ' 

undahstan ' , an ' de colored folk graveyard come lak dat dere tuh de fo ' ks of  de 

THI S  RITE CONCERNS GRAVEYARDS FOR BLACKS AND WHITES 
AT FORKS OF ROADS - GRAVEYARD SEPARATED BY ONE 
OF THE FORKS - IF WHITE MAN OWES A BLACK MAN MONEY 
AND DELAYS OR REFUSES PAYMENT - OR IF HE HAS OPENED 
NEARBY BUSINESS - IS A COMPETITOR - DON ' T  GO TO LAW 
TAKE HIS FOOT TRACK BACKWARDS [ TOE TO HEEL ] IN ROAD 
SEPARATING THESE GRAVEYARDS - DO NOT SAY A WORD 
GOING OR COMING - NOW AT HOME - WORDS WHEN YO ' SET 
DAT TABLE SHOW PART OF RITE OCCURS THERE - BURNED 
SULPHUR AND FOOT TRACK ARE PUT IN 4 CORNERS OF ROOM 
LA'ITER AND TABLE = 5 POINTS � OR QUINCUNX RITE 
DEBTOR PAYS BILL OR BUS INES S COMPETITOR MOVES 

road lak dat . Well , yo ' 
kin go right chere ' tween 
de colored folk graveyard 
an ' de white folk grave
yard , an ' any man whut owe 
yo ' ,  take an ' wri t e  a let
tab , yo ' undahs tan ' . Yo ' 
ain ' t got ta git  no lawyah 
tuh ' res t him . Yo ' go 
right tuh de fo ' ks of de 
road lak ah tell yo ' an ' 
j es '  pick up lak dis heah 
[ demonstrates ] de whi te 
folks graveyard in dis 

graveyard , yo ' unders tan ' . 
backwards an ' take it up • • •  

(P ick up what? ) 

Yo ' go right dere tuh dis heah an ' take yore han ' 

Pick up his track backward . An ' don ' t cay [ care ] if ah owe yo ' or anybody 
owe yo ' ,  pick it up backwards , yo ' undahstan ' ,  an ' don ' say nuthin ' tall . Jes ' 
go home . 

( Tell that over again . ) 
Ah sai d ,  any colored man - if  yo ' open up a place right heah - yo ' got dis 

p lace right heah now . If ah pas s by or anythin ' an ' yo ' no t friends wit me , 
understan ' . Well , lak ah wus walkin ' from dis s ide , an ' den - well , yo ' j es ' 
ketch mah track lak dis heah [ demons trates ] undahs tan ' . An '  de sulphur , so dat 
yo ' don ' t go out dere an ' f ight dere in de [ s treet ] . Yo ' go round back in de 
s to ' ,  undahs tan ' ,  an ' set it right dere in de cornah an ' yo ' j es '  shake dat sul
phur up fine , undahstan ' . ' Fore dat sulphur git burnin ' good , yo ' undahstan ' , 
in dat fo ' cornah o f  de house . S ee , dat ' s  a cornah o f  de house , dis a cornah , 
an '  dis a cornah , an ' dis a cornah . Well , when yo ' s et dat table yo ' gits a 
lit tle b it an ' sprinkle in dat cornah , dat cornah , da t cornah an ' dat cornah . 
Dat fo ' cornah of de hous e .  An '  den de man ovah nex ' do ' can ' t  - de Irishman 
or Jew or [who ? ] ,  yo ' undahstan ' ,  he say tuh dem, "Dis man has opened a place 
of bus ine ss heah . Ah b een befo ' he come heah an ' he got mo ' cus tomahs den ah 
got .  Ah think ah ' m  go in ' move . "  [Savannah , Ga . , (1278) , 2155 : 1 . ]  

1169 2 .  Go to a table , de f o '  corners o f  a table , an ' scrape de dirt o f f  i t  -
de fo ' corners o f  a table an ' cook i t  in his b iscui t s  or anything she cook it  
in an ' give it to  him t o  eat , an ' ah guarantee he won ' t leave . He ' ll stay right 



- Hoodoo - Conj uration - Wi t chcraf t - Roo twork - 4 24 1  

there [I  had heard about s i t t ing down at a kit chen table ,  scrap ing the corner 

4 CORNERS OF TABLE S CRAPE - FEED TO MAN - KEEPS HOME 
to your right and feeding 
scrapings to dog ,  also 
scrap ing 3 corners for 

the same purpo se , keeping animal home (see FA CI , 2nd ed . ,  Nos . 2295-2 29 6 ,  p . 91-
92 ) ; but keeping a man home with s craping from 4 corners was new to me . Is a 
man harder to keep home ? ] [ Fayet teville , N .  Car . , (140 7 ) , 2530 : 7 . ]  

1169 3 . Dey say take a piece o f  dis heah fo ' corners of de world [ a  rare 
root in HOODOO ] , yo ' know , a lil ' p iece of root about dat long . I t ' s got fo ' 

?OUR CORNERS OF THE WORLD AND HIGH JOHN DE CONKAH 
CARRY THESE 2 ROOTS TO FIND WORK 

corners , call it fo ' corners 
of de wor ld. An ' a p iece o f  
High John de Conker. An' 
to te dat [ thos e  2 roo ts ] an ' 

dey say yo ' ll git work . [ Fayetteville , N .  Car . , (1428) , 25 7 7 : 12 . ] 
11694 . Sompin yo ' do to make de boss give yo ' a j ob - find dat herb . 
(All right , do you know how to do it ? )  
I t ' s a four-finger herb , j es t  lak a ,  made j es t  lak a man ' s [ the 4 fingers of 

his hand ] ; like a gamb ling han ' ,  four- fingered herb . All right , yo ' go in de 

FOUR-FINGERS ROOT - LOOKS LIKE THUMBLES S  4 FINGERS 
BREAK OFF FINGER NEXT TO INDEX - CHEW BEFORE BOS S  

woods some place an ' yo '  
kin find dat herb . Yo ' kin 
find dat herb in Alabama . 
Probably kin find i t  in de 

ves t part of Florida , but ah nevah found it . Yo ' break o f f  de second from d e  
las t lit tle f inger - break dat one off , probably s t ick i t  i n  yore mouth j es '  lak 
yo ' would a match stem .  Den yo ' walk in an ' ask de boss fo ' a j ob an ' he c an ' t  
turn yo ' down . 

(Wha t do they call this roo t ? ) 
Dat roo t is called de fo ' finger , de fo ' fingezo lucky zooot. 
(Wait , you b reak off the f inger next to what would be  the index finger - break 

off this one here? )  [ I  demons trate . ] 
Dat ' s  right . [ S t .  Petersburg , Fla . , (1049 ) , 1704 : 4 . ] 
11695 . I f  it  was me - ' course  ah b een in this same shape [had a man leave 

.e ] . She kin do that in through another woman . 
(How would she do it ? )  
She [herself ] kin , i f  she ' s a four-headed woman ; she kin do things as all 

that . He would come back - [ or ]  she would come back to you [ a  man ] . She kin 

FOllR-HEADED PERSON HAS TWI CE THE POWER OF A TWO-HEAD 
dress him , but ah couldn ' t 
do it mys elf . [Here is a 
woman who s till thinks 

that bringing a husband or wife back is work for a profes s ional worker . Tran
scriber could no t unders tand a woman having four headS ; the reason for her 
cranscrip tion four-handed in original trans cription . Four-handed is a leg iti
.. ce word , indus trious , but no t her e .  I believe this to be the only use o f  
7��heade d in HOODOO. A two-headed, two-head or two-headezo are common . ] 
[Vicksburg , Mis s . , ( 75 2 ) , 1030 : 1 . ] 

11696 . I t ' s a simple thing , s c rub yore house out every firs t Friday . Yo ' 
scrub yore hous e out an ' yo ' git dat drawin ' powders . Ah j is '  fo ' git de name 

PIIDAY - FIRST ONE IN MONTH - S CRUB FOR BUSINE S S  
o f  i t .  But anyhow, if  yo ' 
got a p lace of  business an ' 
dey have sawdus t - not only 

--.dust , yo ' could even sprinkle i t . [ There are many s crubbing rites , mostly 
fraa Hew Orleans and Algiers , s cat tered throughout HOODOO . ] [Algiers , La . , 
(1586) , 296 7 : 3 . ] 
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116 9 7 .  MATERIAL FOR LETTER " G" BEGINS HERE WITH GALL OF THE EARTH : 
Drink tea from gall of the earth if you are hurt , a remedy from roo t doctor 

Johnson , the b lack-Indian of  Richmond , Va . ,  ( 385 ) , 33 3 : 3 . ] 
116 9 8 .  Tea from gal l o f  the ear th and Adam-and-Eve removes worms from person 

poisoned [by worms through hoodoo ] .  [ Richmond , 3 2 2 : 10 . ] 
11699 . Use a p iece o f  gar lic . 
( Do you carry that ? )  
Yes , s ir . Wear that in your pocke t . Tha t ' s an awful lucky piece for gamb l

ing . Now , honest  to goodness . [ I t  is lucky becaus e i t  keep s away witchcraft 
and there fore hoodoo ] .  [New Orleans , La . , ( 79 6 ) , 1109 : 6 . ] 

11700 . An '  in gwine in gamb lin ' rooms , yo ' kin j is '  take a p iece o f  garlic 
or a live frog in your pocke t  an ' yo ' l l have luck throughout de game . [Memphis 
( 9 3 7 )  15 1 7 : 4 . ] 

11701 . Take garlic an ' tote it in yore pocke tb ook an ' it bring good luck to 
yo ' . [Waycross , Ga . , ( 1081) , 175 1 : 4 . ] 

11702 . Dat be good luck to yo ' . Jes ' take garlic an ' put it in yore pocket-
book . I t  b e  good luck to yo ' , if it ' s  no t cut anyway [ s teel mus t  no t touch it ] . 

( I t  mus t  b e  a whole garlic . )  [Waycross , Ga . ,  (1080) , 1749 : 6 . ] 
1170 3 . Take a pod of garlic , put tha t in your pocke t for luck . 
( Jus t for plain luck? ) 
Plain luck . [ Jacksonvil le , Fla . , ( 5 5 2 ) , 69 0 : 5 . ] 
11704 . Garlic in yore po cke t • • • •  
(Keep a p iece o f  garlic in your pocke t for gambling ? )  
Yessuh • • •  [Memphis , Tenn . , ( 9 5 3 ) , 15 39 : 9 . ] 
11705 . Jis ' s t eal yo ' a piece from de s to ' anywhere an ' � i t in your 

pocke tbook , j is '  a ordinary p ie ce o f  garlic . Dat ' s  lucky . [Memphis ( 9 30) , 
1512 : 5 . ] 

11706 . Lak ah ' m  a cook , ah ' m  always in de kitchen . Wel l , ah take b rown sugah 
an '  garlic , mash it  up together . Wel l , when ah ' d go in de kitchen ah ' d  put i t  
along de stove-lak , yo ' know , an ' let it b urn . Dat makes yo ' friendly-lak 
always . [Memphis , Tenn . , ( 9 5 8 ) , 15 4 2 : 1 . ] 

1170 7 .  You pound tha t garlic up un til it gits fine , fine , f ine . Then you 
gets you a b o t t le o f  whiskey and put it [ in ]  there ane let tha t garlic sit there 
3 days in that whiskey [ the whiskey is for the spirit or spiri ts to do you work ] 
an '  j is '  care [ carry ] i t  and sprinkle it around anybody ' s  door that you wan t to 
move . [New Orleans ( 85 5 )  135 1 : 3 . ] 
---1-1708 . Yo ' kin take garlic  an ' if yo ' wan ta have good luck , take garlic an ' 
put it in a bo ttle an ' put some Hearts Co logne [ in it ] . Dat kills de odor o f  i t . 

GARLIC - HEARTS COLOGNE - BOTTLED 
RUB ON HANDS AND FACE FOR JOB 

Take fo ' ins tance , yo ' go out an ' yo ' wanta 
git a j ob or any thing or any kind of succes s . 
Jes ' take some o f  dat garlic like dat an ' rub 
it on yore hands an ' on yore face , den yo ' go 

out . An '  yo ' be - oh , yo ' be too lucky . [Waycross ( 10 9 3) 1 7 6 2 : 1 2 . ] 
11 709 . Well , it ' s a powder yo ' go tuh de drug s to ' an ' git which in - it ' s  

a p lain powder called calomus [ calamus = swee t flag ] powders - j es t  a common 

GARLIC - CALAMUS - HEAHr PERFUME - A JOB HAND 
powder . Yo ' go tuh de drug sto ' 
an ' yo ' kin git de powders in de 
drug s to ' , an ' yo ' kin git de 

Heart Perfume , an ' yo ' mix it up tuhgether . An' take yo ' a little p iece of gar
lic an ' chip it up an ' put it in dere . An '  put it in a lit tle sack an ' wear it . 
An '  yo ' walk in dere , he [boss ] mo '  ' en [=  then = than ] ap t tuh put chew tuh 
work . 

( This is calamus ? )  
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Yes , j es '  p lain calomus . 
( I t ' s not calomel? Calamus that they put around a baby ' s  neck - to wear? 

What do you use calamus for o therwis e ?  What do you use it for? ) 
Well ,  yo ' kin j es '  take it  fo ' a bad cold or tuh clean out chure system or 

anything .  Ah have used it  mahself wi t Heart Perfume an ' • • • •  [ Brunswick, Ga . , 
(1182) , 199 3 : 3 . 1 

11710 . Now to get a j ob .  Well , if  you going out to hunt you a j ob ,  you 
always get up in the morning , don ' t be angry , get up with a good pleasant mind . 
And you always keep you some sugar or the middle part o f  garlic . To te that in 

GARLIC - MIDDLE PART OF IT - CARRY IN POCKET FOR JOB 
your pocket . Take and 
pull all the garlic out 
and j us t  the lit tle mid

dle - that part  that ' s  in the middle 
(What will that do ? )  

- to te that in your pocket . 

That will give you luck . See . 
( I see . )  
Fas t Z.uak . [New Orleans , La . , ( 845) , 129 1 : 6 . 1 
11711.  Jes ' lak if a person didn ' t lak yo ' , yo ' take a garlic an ' yo ' mos tly 

chews it , an ' when yo ' git around des e people - yo ' j es t  go around dem .  Jes ' if 

IF SOMEONE DISLIKES YOU - SPIT GARLIC JUI CE 

NEAR HIM AND YOU TWO WILL SOON BE FRIENDS 

dey didn ' t lak yo ' an ' yo ' wanta 
make friends wi t ' em,  yo ' j es '  spit 
around dem. Jes ' continue to  use 
dat garlic de who le time yo ' around 

dem. Directly yo ' all will be good friends an ' otherwis e he wouldn ' t even b e  
speakin ' to yo ' .  [ S t .  Petersburg , Fla . , ( 1009 ) , 1634 : 6 . 1 

11712 . Well ,  garlic ' s  for luck for skinning . 
(For wha t ? ) 
Any kind of  card games . You take garlic and antiphiges tin .  They have a ' 

'nointment , a salve-like they calls aniphigest ine . People use it for sores . 
Vell ,  you take garlic - take those lit tle but tons o f  garlic - take one of ' em 

and cut it up into nine 

GARLIC IS FOR SKINNING - CUT BUTTON OF GARLI C  INTO 
9 PIECES - MIX WITH SALVE ANTIPHLOGISTIN - WRAP IN 
W.ITE CLOTH - THEN RED FLANNEL - BEAT STOVE COAL TO 
POWDER - ADD VINEGAR - STEEL DUST - BOIL - SOAK 
GARLIC -ANTIPHLOGISTIN MIXTURE IN - THIS  MAKE S  A TOBY 
�BY WAS LOWER MISSISSIPPI RIVER NAME FOR A HAND 
A FETISH WARNING HOW TO PLAY BY JUMPING IN POCKET 

pieces .  
(Nine pieces . )  
Nine pieces o f  
this - a whole 
anamj est ine • • •  

it . Take 
tube of  

(Ana - anamaj estine? ) 
Anamaj estine . Yes , s ir .  
(All right . )  
Then you take it and wrap 
it up in a nice clean 

vhite cloth - j us t  so the cloth is nice and clean . Then you take and take a 
piece of  white - red flannel and wrap i t  up in that . And take this stove coal -
hard, hard , you know, and beat it  up j us t  like a powder . 

(Black coal? )  
Black coal , yes , sir . And take some vinegar and put this coal in some vinegar , 

half a glass of  vinegar . And put about a teaspoonful of  that coal dust in that 
aDd stee l. dust - a small amount o f  stee l. dus t .  And put it on and boil it down -
real low. And then you take and soak that garlic and anamaj est ine in it . That 
-.kes a toby . 

(What ' s  a toby ? )  
For cards - that tells you when your cards is on the table ,  when to turn ' em  

ap .  Tell you when to s et . 
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(How will it tell you that ? )  
Well , when i t ' s  • • • •  it ' ll j ump in your pocke t . 
(Do what? )  
I t ' l l j ump . 
( I t ' ll j ump to tell you to do that . )  [New Orleans , La . , ( 842) , 12 78 : 1 . ] 
1171 3 .  Well , it ' s  a roo t whut chew call de Georgia [ George ? ]  crooked root . 

I t  grows an ' i t  has a red flowers . Now , yo ' kin take dat root an ' yo ' kin 

GEORGE [or  GEORGIA? ] CROOKED ROOT - HAS RED FLOWER 
AFTER ROOT DRIES CUT 2 INITIALS IN IT FOR PEACE IN 
HOUSEHOLD - BURY UNDER DOORSTEP - PEACE WILL COME 

bring love in yore home . 
Yo '  take dat roo t an ' yo ' 
dig de roo t  up . Put it  up 
an ' let it dry . An ' aft ah 
dis root is dried , yo ' cut 

two ' nitials in dis roo t . De roo t grows about dat big .  Lak if yo ' cut L . A. or 
whoevah name it  is . An ' yo ' wanta be successful in yore home an ' yo ' want peace 
dere , yo ' cut s two ' nitials in da t ro o t .  Yo ' bury dat root up undah de do ' s teps 
an ' dat wi ll bring plenty peace in de home . 

(Wha t do you call the name of that roo t ? ) 
George Crooked root .  
(Where does that grow? Around here ? )  
Ah nevah see any in dis s tate b ut dere ' s  p lenty o f  i t  in Georgia . [ I s  this 

the Georgia bark tree , Pinakneya pubens ? ]  [ Sumter , S .  Car . , (1364) , 240 7 : 1 . ] 
11 7 14 . If  a s t ick cracks o r  a limb falls down , while you are walking along , 

it ' s  some o f  your older paren ts dead and they are discussing who is p ass ing by . 
These two hants [ ghos ts ] talking throw down limb and the pas serby will look 
around to s ee who it  is . [ Richmond ( 343) 286 : 3 . ] 

11 715 . Ghos t s kep t away in following rites : Horseshoe over the � · 11 716 . 
Take a penny wi th a Lincoln head an ' drive up over the s i ll o f  the door . 11717 . 
Heat a case knife in the s tove and mark cros smarks on windows and doors . 11718 . 
Files :  one for each 4 corners of the hous e outs ide and each corner of the door
s t eps . Drive them into the ground outside the house , us ing one on each s ide of 
your fron t doors tep and one in front o f  the s tep - 7 files in all . [All from 
Wilmington , N .  Car . , (223) , 139 : 4+85 . ]  

11719 . I know a roo t I will get and 
That ' s  the root you call , it ' s a lit tle 

it  makes you lucky , success ful in life . 
small root that grows , it  • • •  you know , 

GINSENG - NOT ONE OF THE IMPORTANT ROOTS IN HOODOO 
HANDLE WITH CARE - WRAP IN COTTON - PUT IN CLOTH BAG 
SUCCESS IN LIFE • • •  I KNOW ALL ABOUT ALL THIS BUSINESS 

gings ing [ gins eng ] . You 
t ake that root , you have 
to be mighty careful with 
it , you wrap it in co t ton 
and sew it in a ni ce lit

tle cloth , make a nice little pocke t [bag ] , you can even carry it in your p urs e . 
You have success in life and in traveling , absolutely . I ' ve b een all over . I 
was born in Tennes s ee .  I know all about all this b us ines s . [ I  have very few 
examples about this well-known roo t . ]  [New Orleans , La . ,  (807) , 1133 : 1 . ] 

11720 . She [hoodoo woman ] tell me , if  you wan ' a make a man an ' a girl break 
up , j is '  beat up some glass right fine an ' put it in a bo t tle with a lit t le whis

GLASS - BROKEN - IN WHISKEY - STRAINED OUT 
IF  GIVEN TO UNLIKED PERSON IN A DRINK 
PART OF GLASS SPIRIT REMAINS TO CAUSE TROUBLE 

key on it . Drain it [ the glass ] 
o f f  of  dat whiskey - s train it 
[ the glas s ] o f f  [ of the whiskey ] ,  
you know . An ' when yo ' s  having 
a party or somepi� j es ' slip 

dat [ strained whiskey ] into de drink dat you gon ' a give dis person . [ The person 
who drinks this strained whiskey will have in him or her a part o f  the spirit o f  
the broken glass , because spirits share a weaknes s for whiskey and PART O F  THE 
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SPIRIT EQUALS WHOLE OF SPIRIT , No . 2 4 ,  
[Wilmington , N .  Car . , ( ? ) , 2 6 1 : 5+85 . ]  

11 7 2 1 .  (What is goofer dust? ) 
Well , it ' s  no t a particular thing . 

reefer . I t ' s  no t a twig , it ' s  mo ' of  
ground in to a powder , an ' they use it  

p . 2 1 ,  v . l .  Even s o  the rite i s  dangerous . ]  

I t ' s  sompin j es '  lak whut chew say , a 
a flour [ = p owder-like ] but it ' s  ground , 
fo ' sprinklin ' fo ' luck an ' they throws 

GOOFER DUST - IT 'S NOT A PARTICULAR THING • • •  IT 'S • • •  
A POWDER • • •  FO ' SPRINKLIN ' FO ' LUCK • • •  FO ' BAD LUCK 

it on p eoples ' po ' ch fo ' 
b ad luck. 
(What is a reefer ? )  
A reefer i s  somepin lak 

a cigarette ; dey smoke reefers - uh-huh , j es '  lak hop s . 
( Drugs ? )  
Uh-huh . [Memphis , Tenn . , ( 15 18) , 269 6 : 10 . ] 
11722 . Yo ' go in de woods an ' we got whut de call de devil ' s  snuf f - yo ' 

see dat haven ' t  yo ' • • • •  Yo ' take dat an ' powder it up an ' yo ' us e dat with chure 
lodes tone • • •  [Having turned o f f  the machine t oo quickly I repeat his answer to t  

(]()OFER DUST I S  DEVI L '  S SNUFF AND LODESTONE MIXED 

GOOFER DUST : GRAVEYARD DIRT 
SALT - RED PEPPER - SULPHUR 

the microphone . ]  
( They call that goofer dust 
down in Louis iana . )  
Yes . [Memphis , Tenn . , ( 15 29 ) , 
2 7 33 : 7 . ] 
1172 3 . Fix it  up an ' go in de 
cemet ery an ' git some dirt an '  
fixes i t  up • • • •  

(That is all you put in i t ? )  
N o  sir , yo ' put sulphur an ' 

put dis tab le salt an ' red p eppah, grind it fine , an ' yo ' take it  an ' sprinkle 
it anybody ' s  track - sprinkle it ovah dere - say dey ' ll leave an ' dey won ' t  come 
back no mo ' .  

(You call that mixture goofer dus t ? )  
Yes . [This informant gave an unusual account o f  how t o  sell s elf to the 

devil , No . 3 75 , v . l . ] [ Brunswick , Ga . ,  ( 1217) , 20 7 1 : 4 . ] 
11724 .  Goo[er dust is sage , pepper and snakeroo t ;  3 ingredients . [ Richmond 

300 : 10 . ] 
11725 . They claim they get 

� Conqueror , nimphel [ ? ]  weed 
a whole lot of s tuff and put in there , High John 
[ etc . ] .  Put all o f  them weeds together and b eat 

EIGH JOHN THE CONQUERER , NIMPHEL [ ?  ] WEED ETC . 
I S  GOOFER DUST 

They claim they can sprinkle that dus t in there 
out . [ Fredericksburg , Va . , by Ediphone 39 . ]  

11 726 . (Do you know what goo[er dus t is ? )  

them up goo d ,  and call that 
goo[er dus t .  You are walking 
along in the mud and you put 
your whole footprint down there . 
and make you but t your brains 

Ah don ' b ' lieve it ' s  a thing but graveyard dirt . [ Fayetteville 2515 : 20 . ] 
1172 7 .  Dat goo[er dust is made from incense . Yo ' take dis lucky incense 

an' yo ' kin burn it an ' poun ' it  up in a can yo ' know . Git it out somewhere 

INCENSE CAN BE USED AS A GOOFER DUST 

Petersburg , Fla . , ( 1007) , 1628 : 6 . ] 

roun '  yore neighbo r ' s an ' sprinkle it , 
yo ' know , roun ' . Dat makes all of ' em  
come influenced to yo ' ,  yo ' know. [ S t .  

11728 . Well , them ' s if  you would have - the police were trying to raid your 
place , or something like that , and you were se lling whiskey . Well , in an in
stance j us t  like that , well , they ' d  come and raid your place at one particular 
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time . Well , in their ab sence - [ I  mean ] j us t  as they would leave , well , you 
could take the goofer dust and j us t  sprinkle it on the floor and sweep your 
hous e as they wen t out , and they wouldn ' t bother you no more . 

( I  see . )  [ Goofer dus t here 
GOOFER DUST IS LARGELY SALT AND PEPPER is principally the salt and 

p epper previous ly mentioned . ] 
[Vicksburg 1042 : 8 . ] 

WHAT IS IN GOOFER DUST - INFORMANT DOES NOT KNOW 11729 . Well , if dey git holt 
of  yore han ' writin ' , ah tell 

yo ' whut dey kin do wit chure han ' writin ' . Dey kin blind yo ' . 
(How could they do that ? )  
Well , hit ' s  nuthin but dey s end yo ' same let tah b ack t o  yo ' wit dus t  in it . 
(What kind o f  dus t do they put in it ? )  
Goofer dust.  
(How is that goofer dust made? )  
I t ' s  made outa - it dark brown , looks j es '  lak dat dere [ informant points at 

s omething ] .  
(What are the ingredients of  goofer dus t ? )  
Ah don ' t know dat .  [Brunswick , Ga . , ( 1 2 3 7 ) , 2 101 : 10 . ] 
11 730 . Dey claim dey kin do anything , yo ' see : goofer , conj urin ' • • •  [ I  turn 

off  machine too quickly , restart it to pick up what was mis sed . ] 
(What is goofer dus t ,  you say? ) 

GOOFER IS NOT A DUST BUT SYNONYM FOR CONJURE S ech as people claim dey kin 
give yo ' a lucky han ' , conj ura-

tion • • • •  [Again I s top re cording too qui ckly . ] 
(What do they call that ? )  
Goo fer.  
( They call them goofer peop le ? )  
Yessuh .  
(Around here? ) 
In o ther words , some calls ' em goofer , some calls it  conj urat ion - lak dat . 

Several different names [ c f . "Some call it hoodoo , some call it goofer , "  No . 6 75 , 
p . 226 , 1 . 24 ;  but see margin title GOOFER DUST , pp . 222- 2 2 7 , v . l ] . [ Fayet teville , 

GRAPEVINE PROTECTS AGAINST EVIL - USE ASHES AT DOOR 
ADD ITS JUICE TO BATH WATER - BRINGS IN CUSTOMERS 

N .  Car . , ( 1394) , 2506 : 11 . ] 
11 731 . Lak dis house - yo ' 
go t a house . An ' dat 
grapevine ,  yo ' takes o f f  

s o  much o f it [ indica te length ] an ' burn it . 
do ' ,  in front of  de do ' ,  an ' sweep [ ashes out 
dat . An' yo ' kin take a bath with grapevine . 

An ' dem ashes yo ' put around dat 
door ] an ' us e dat grapevine fo ' 

(Wha t does that do ? )  
Dat ' s  fo ' luck . Keep people ' way ; b ring folks in an ' he ' p  yo ' undertake 

[overcome ] , yo ' know , de devil . 
(Overtake the devil . )  
Keep de devil away . [New Orleans , La . , ( 1558) , 2832 : 15 . ] 
11732 . They kin hant [=  hoodoo here ] choo to death by throwin ' a ole gras s 

around yuh do ' ;  yo ' know , dried-up grass . An ' you git you some kerosene oil 

GRASS - DRIED UP - LEFT AT YOUR DOOR HOODOOS YOU 
KILLS THIS CONJURE WITH ASHE S OR KEROSENE = FIRE 

[ kerosene ] an ' some ashes 
[ from firep lace or stove ] 
an ' all like that , an ' throw 
it right around your do ' an ' 

dat ' ll  make you move out . [ Informant here has comb ined two s eparate rites : 
first  one , anything dead lef t  or thrown at your door will hant ( haunt) or hoodoo 
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you ; s econd one , fireplace ashes ( original ly) or kero s ene (another s ub stance 
connected with fire) will conquer the dead grass . ]  [ Richmond , ( 408) , 36 3 : 4 . ] 

117 3 3 . He ' d git dis green grass an ' take that grass an1 put it in the stove 
an ' let it git real dry . An ' after it git real dry , he ' ll take it an ' ball it 

GRASS - GREEN - DRY IN STOVE - BALL UP A HANDFUL 
PUT AT DOOR NIGHTLY AT MIDNIGHT TO KEEP LAW AWAY 

like that [ demonstrated by 
balling an imaginary handful 
of grass in his hands ] .  An '  
yo ' kin take that , an ' at 

twelve o ' clock at night time , j is '  put it  in front of your door . An '  do that 
evrey [ every ] night at twelve o ' clock , and the Law [ police ] won ' t bother you. 
[Ri chmond , Va . , ( 361) , 29 7 : 1 . ] 

11734 . I f  two fellahs goin ' with the s ame gir l ,  you know , and one kinda had 
the o thern ' s  [ o ther one ' s ]  time beat , [ and ] he wanted to git rid of him;  why 

GRASSHOPPER HAS 6 LEGS - 4 SHORT AND 2 LONG - IF 
OTHER MAN IS  WINNING GIRL - PULL OFF 4 SHORT LEGS 
DRY - STICK IN RIVAL ' S POCKET - GIRL BECOMES YOURS 

he ' d  go to work , you under
stand , and ketch hissel f  a 
if it  was t ime ( s eason o f  
the year) h e  could do it . 
He ket ch an ole gras shopper , 

these ole gras shoppers . Ketch him , you understand , pull off  4 lit tle ones . They 
have s ix legs , you know ; 4 litt le short legs and 2 long legs . Pull  off  dem 4 
legs , the 4 short legs . And be  talkin ' with this fellah sometime , you understand. 
He ' ll be talkin ' , you know , great pardners [ p artners ] together , you unders tand , 
[you ] stick des e lit tle dry legs in this fel lah ' s  p ocket , either one o f  his 
pockets , and go on [walk away ] you understand . An' after the [your rival ' s ]  
first  or second visit , this girl ' ll pay no more attention to him atall [ at all ] . 
[ Snow Hil l ,  Md . ,  ( 9 3) , 16 : 1 . ] 

1 1 7 35 . [ Graveyard dirt will be found everywhere in thes e volumes , its largest 
concentration appearing on pages 329 3-3385 , volume 4 .  Here I begin wi th a few 

GRAVEYARD DIRT STOPS  EVICTION PROCEEDINGS AGAINST 
YOU - IF YOU VI SIT OFFICE OR LANDLORD ' S  LAWYER AND 
SPRINKLE THIS DIRT IN 4 CORNERS OF OFFICE - IN DOOR 
AND DOWN STEPS - LAWYER YOU EVICT CANNOT EVICT YOU 
BECAUSE YOU HAVE CHASED LAWYER FROM HIS OWN OFFI CE 

leftover longer ri tes and 
end with the more numerous 
short or condensed ones , 
these lat ter to show how 
widesp read they were . ] 
Ah ' ve had [ have used]  de 
graveyard dus t mahs elf . 

If I was in a lawsuit with yo ' an ' ah wanta win de lawsui t ,  well ah come in dere 
[your office]  with some graveyard dus t in mah pocket . An' ah sprinkle in de -
in de fo ' corners o f  de place , an ' a lit tle in de do ' ,  an ' down de s tep s as yo ' 
[I ] go out - when ah s tart out - unbeknows t tuh dem [you ] . I t  must  be done un
beknowst tuh dem. Dat ' s  de way dey supposed tuh be  tuh handle dat graveyard 
dust . 

(Where do you sprinkle this graveyard dust ? )  
In de office - like dey wanted tuh move yo ' out of  heah o r  put chew tuh trav

elin' , yo ' s ee . Ah ' d  come in heah unb eknowst tuh yo ' an ' throw s ome in dat cor
nab ,  sprinkle it around ovah in de o thah co rnah , an ' ovah tuh de othah cornah 
[ informant forgets to mention the fourth corner ] ,  git it aroun ' lak yo ' want it . 

An '  if  necessary dey gits some on yuh . [ S t .  Petersburg , Fla . , (1029) , 1672 : 2 . ] 
117 36 . To make ' em move outa a hous e ,  we ' d  [we roo t  do ctors would ] use 

somepin - say we ' d  use s omep in in de do ' ,  don ' t chew see . We used somepin in de 
do ' each mawnin 1 , yo 1 know, 

lOOT DOCTOR USES GRAVEYARD DIRT AT DOOR TO MOVE somep in tuh frighten 1 em. 
Wel l ,  say , we ' d  use somepin 

like de graveyard dirt . We us e somepin like de graveyard dirt . [Waycross , Ga . , 
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(1116) , 1 79 2 : 1 . ] 
117 3 7 . Go to de cemetery at 

kin change de will of a person ,  
a cer tain hour o f  d e  night and take dirt . You 
put ' em under your control , dey claim ,  if  you 

GRAVEYARD DIRT IN PERSON ' S PATH CONTROLS HIS MIND 
kin get dat dirt , you know . 
Get it sifted , thrown any
where where dey dwell or  

where vis it ; suppos ed to control their mind . You kin do  dat  by  us ing dat dirt . 
I ' ve seen s everal ins tances where dat was tried and it really - well ,  it worked 
all right becaus e dey had dat belief quality . 

(They j us t  throw it around where they were ? )  
Jus t sprinkle i t  around where dey have to p ass  in and out . [Norfolk , Va . , 

( 4 70 ) ,  4 7 7 : 5 . ] 
11738 . Yo ' kin go to the graveyard about 12 

now , yo ' git this dirt o f f  a s innerman ' s  grave , 
a ' clock at nigh t . Unders tand 
12 a ' clock at night . An ' yo ' 

AT MIDNIGHT TAKE DIRT FROM S INNERMAN ' S  GRAVE - MIX 
WITH SALT - RED PEPPER - GUNPOWDER FROM N0 . 6  SHELL 
CARRY NONE OF THESE NEAR YOUR HOME - [ RARE  WARNING 
BUT REMEMBER - HOODOO WOMAN TALKING HERE I S  IMMUNE ! 
FOR PROFES SIONAL IMMUNITY READ LAST LINE p . 9 3 3f . ] 
THROW MIXTURE ON VICTIM ' S  DOOR TO KILL WHILE HUNTING 

take this dirt an ' yo ' 
mix some salt with it an ' 
[ red ] p epper . Yo ' under
stand me now? An ' yo ' go 
an '  git a No . 6 gunshell ; 
yo ' know one of  them No . 6  
gunpowder ,  those shotgun ,  
them shel ls , yo ' know 

No . 6 . An ' yo ' open it an ' yo ' scrape all that gunpowder out . An ' yo ' put that 
gunpowder ,  that cayenne pepper and that salt wit that graveyard dirt , but don ' t 
take it nowhere near your home . Yo ' understand , don ' t let  it go near your home . 
An '  yo ' take that an ' throw it up on their door an ' all the hunting [ ? ] they do , 
they shore git killed . [Memphis , Tenn . , (960) , 1596 : 3 . ] 

11739 . Yo ' go down , dig in de cen ter o f  dat grave an' keep adiggin ' till yo ' 
git way down fur as yore hand kin reach . An ' yo ' pull dat dirt up , see ; an ' yo ' 

git dat , see , an ' go . 
(Then what do you do with 
that dirt , now? )  

CENTER OF GRAVE - DIG HOLE IN AND TAKE OUT DIRT 
PUT ON BOTH S IDES OF VICTIM' S STEP S TO MOVE HIM 
THESE CENTERS-OF-PARALLELOGRAMS RITES S UCH AS 
GRAVE - BED - ROOM - HOUSE - CROSSROADS - I CALL IN 
HOODOO "QUINCUNX" RITES - HERE TO MOVE FROM HOUSE 

in dere an '  yo ' j es '  goes - yo ' reach down [ in there ] 
put it [ this dirt ] on each s ide [ o f  the s teps ] .  

Yo ' takes it  an ' den go 
' long dere an ' put it on 
de s teps . 
(How would you put it on 
the s teps ? )  
Git chew a lump piece , 
j es '  two pi eces lak dat . 
(What kind o f  pieces ? )  
When yo ' g i t  up dere [ on 
the grave ] yo ' reach down 
as fur as yo ' kin reach an ' 

(On either s ide [on b o th s ides ] o f  the s tep . What did you say it would do 
then? ) 

I t  would make ' em leave home . [ S t .  Petersburg , Fla . , ( 1056) , 1 716 : 2 . ] 
1 1 740 . Say like i f  any of  yo ' s  people is in j ail an ' yo ' don ' t have money to 

git ' em out , yo ' go to a graveyard an ' yo ' takes two pennies . And dey say yo ' 
digs a hole,  yo ' know , ' way down in de middle of de grave , an ' y o '  pays de dead 
spirits f er dat dirt . And yo ' tell dat dirt , tell dat spirit dat , "Ah wants chew 
to go direct to de j ailhouse and ah wanta git so-and-so out . "  And dey say yo ' 
j es t  leave dem two pennies there and you ' ll go on to de co ' thouse when dey be ' s 
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DIG HOLE IN CENTER OF GRAVE - QUINCUNX RITE - LEAVE 
2 PENNIES - PAYMENT FOR DIRT - ASK GRAVE SPIRIT TO 
RELEASE PERSON IN JAIL WITHOUT PAYMENT - GO TO JAIL 

having co ' t ,  and you come 
[ out ] without [ paying ] 

money . 
(What will you do with that 
dirt ? )  
Yo ' j es t  p i cks up dat dirt 
and carries it to de j ail

house wit yo ' ,  an ' yo ' j es t  holds it t ight on yo ' ,  and when de ' havin ' yo ' trial , 
dey more den ap t to turn yo ' loose and yo ' won ' t have to  pay nuthin - j es t  dem 
two p ennies what chew le f t  at de graveyard . [Jacksonville , Fla . , ( 620) , 79 3 : 3 . ]  

1174 1 .  Well , j es '  lak now p robab ly dat ah wuz sellin ' likker . Well , ever ' 
t ime ah turn r oun '  an ' s omebo dy knock at de do ' ,  ah think it ' s  a cus tomer come 

DIG HOLE AT RIGHT S IDE OF GRAVE - DROP IN 3 PENNIES 
PAYING SPIRIT FOR DIRT - TAKE DIRT - COVER HOLE 
DON ' T  LOOK BACK UNTIL YOU REACH HOME - ADD SULPHUR 
.A..'"i'D BLACK PEPPER - 3 INGREDIENTS - PUT MIXTURE UNDER 
FRONT AND BACK STEPS - SAYING 3 TIMES : IN DE NAME 
:JF DE FATHAH, NAME OF DE SON AN ' DE HOLY GHOST, STAY 
AN"AY • • •  COME NO MO ' - PROTECTS BOOTLEGGER FROM LAW 

in dere . Ah open de do ' ,  
"Ooh ! I t ' s  de law . "  
Well ,  ah goes tuh mah 
neighbor , yo ' know , s ell 
a lo t ta p eople roun 1 ,  "Ah 
ain ' t go t no luck . Ever ' 
t ime ah open mah do ' s ,  i t's 
de law comin ' in . Ah don ' 
unners tan ' . S eem lak de  

law go t ta pick at me . Ah want da t law qui t comin ' tuh mah hous e . "  
"Well , "  ah declare . 

things .lak da t .  " 
"May [b e ]  it ' s  hard luck put on yo ' , " [he ] says , " dey ' s 

Well , j es '  lak dat , talk along an ' talk along . Ah wuz s ellin '  right along , 
gittin '  on all right , thinkin ' ever ' thing wuz okay . Oh , makin ' mo ' money , yo ' 
know , an ' j es ' gittin '  ' long . Fus ' thing ah knows , "Knock , kno ck . "  

"Who ' s  thah ? "  Twarn ' t  nuthin but de [wind ? ] but s till it wuz a lil ' s trange . 
Goes opens de do ' .  Who but i t  is de law ag ' in . 

Well ,  ah sigh to  mahs elf , "Well ,  ah taken des e chances but ah don ' t wanta take 
no mo ' chances . "  Ah goes tuh talkin ' fo ' fail' den . S o  ah go t one mah bes t fren' . 
Ah call her mah b es t  f ren ' . S o  mah b es t  fren ' says , "Well , ah tell yo ' whut chew 
do , "  say ,  "yo ' go gi t luck , ' caus e dere ' s  bad wishes put on yo ' .  Yo ' got ta have 
luck . Dere ' s  a b ar ovah dere" [ someone o�er there could recommend a hoodoo ] .  

Okay . An ' s o  ah goes an ' git luck. So fo ' de luck he tole me , says , "Go tuh 
de cemetery an ' git chew a lil ' graveyard dirt , an ' yo ' git it on de o f f  s ide 
c;� side of de l'igh t .  Yo ' dig down an ' yo ' p ay .  Yo ' p ay him an ' yo ' git dis 
dirt . Dig a ho le j es '  lak dat an ' let chure han ' go down in it , j es '  lak dat 
[demons trates ] an ' dig yo ' up j es ' a lil ' dirt j es '  lak dat . Den yo ' put three 
pennies down in dere where yo ' got dis dirt at . An ' yo ' take it home an ' don ' t 
look b ack .  When yo ' git dis dirt j es '  take it  an ' come righ t  on home an ' don ' 
look back .  When yo ' git home , yo ' put a spoonful o f  sulphur in da t graveyard 
dirt an ' yo ' sprinkle j es '  a l i l '  bit  of black p eppah in dere . An ' den yo ' j es ' 
put da t - yo ' put some righ t under de fron t  s teps , an ' den yo ' go round an ' put 
some undah yore b ack s t eps . An ' den yo ' go t ta speak three t imes tuh hit , "Name 
of de Fa ther , name o f  de Son an ' de Holy Ghos t ,  s t ay an ' nevah come no mo ' . "  

Dat ' l l do it . 
(That keeps the law away . )  
Keep de law away . [ Fayet teville , N .  Car . , ( 1400) , 2520 : 3 . ] 
11 74 2 . Dey kin take an ' dress ' em [ shoes ] up with graveyard dirt an '  cayenne 

pepper . 
(How do they do that ? )  
Why , they kin put it ins ide o f  a shoe ; o r  they kin take that lit tle leather 
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[ insole ] out at de bottom [ o f  the shoe ] and they kin dress up . Take that out 

SHOES DRESSED WITH GRAv�YARD DIRT AND RED PEPPER 
OR INSOLE ALONG BURIED - MAKES VICTIM ' S FEET HURT 

an '  bury it . [ That make s ] 
feet ache and hur t all de 
time . 

different 
your shoe 
t imes ? )  

(Well , now, are those two 
things you have told me or are they all the same thing ; that s tuff in 
and b ury it ? Do that at the same time or do they do them at diff erent 

Well , see,  these are all right s eparate , but they be all right together . S o  
one at d e  time p robably dis month and next month , probably two , three months 
afterwards - something like that - but it be all right  togethe r . [ This is a 
skillful piece of  tact ! ]  [Mob ile , Ala . , (666) , 876 : 4 . ] 

11 743 . Graveyard dirt is fo ' movin ' ,  too . Yo ' takes de graveyard dirt an ' 
mix it togethah wit dif feren t  kinds of  p eppahs . An ' yo ' takes dat an ' yo ' throws 

GRAVEYARD DIRT - RED PEPPER - BLACK PEPPER 
UNDER DOORSTEP TO MOVE PEOPLE FROM HOUSE 

it undahneath de s teps , but when dey 
goin ' tub do sompin lak dat , why yo ' 
would have tuh go nights when people 
s leep an ' nobody ' s around , an ' throw 

dat undahneat '  de s teps . See , an ' da t ' ll make people move too . 
(What do you mean by all kinds o f  pepper ? What do you mean by that? ) 
Dat ' s  b lack peppah an ' dat ' s  red peppah . Yo ' s ee ,  dey go t a lit tle peppah dat 

comes in a pod , lit tle short pod [ finger pepper ] an ' all dat ' s  hot-ho t - cai
yanne peppah an ' de black peppah .  [New Orleans , La. , ( 15 6 8) , 2 8 78 : 7 . ] 

GRAVEYARD DIRT - BLACK AND RED PEPPER - FOOT TRACK 
OF VICTIM - MIX - SPRINKLE AT VI CTIM' S HOUSE TO MOVE 

11744 . If  it ' s  someone 
b ehind yuh , the one - you 
know , someone behind yuh 
what rid them [-selves ] of 

other people , they will pick it [your 
dust . [Long paus e . ] 

foot track] up and mix i t  with graveyard 

(All righ t ,  go ahead . What els e ? )  
An d  they , they ' ll take that and mix i t  with graveyard dust , and they will take 

and fix it together and sprinkle it around your door , yuh see . And they will take 
and make - mix it  with pepper , b lack pepper and cayenne pepper , you s ee .  They mix 
all that up together and they sprinkle it around your hous e ,  and that will make 
for confusion with you and your neighbors , and that will cause you to have to 
move . [New Orleans , La . , {8 45 ) , 1 2 89 : 3 . ] 

11 745 .  Take yore hair - o f f  a person ' s haid - an ' git a lit tle dus t , grave
yard dus t . Dat will run ' em crazy , dat will run ' em away . 

GRAVEYARD DIRT - RED PEPPER - YOUR HAIR 
TIE TO BUZZARD - RUNS YOU AWAY OR CRAZY 

an ' pepper an ' put it to a buzzard . 
(Wha t do you mean put it  to a buzzaPd? ) 
Tie it  to him or sompin like that . 
(What wi ll that do to me then? ) 
Run yo '  crazy or run yo ' away . 

(Wel l ,  now what about the buz zard? ) 
Dus t of de buz zard [see ZateP] . 
(How do you mean they get some o f  my 
hair? )  
Yeah , git some yore hair out chure 
haid , an ' take it an ' graveyard dirt 

{ The buz z ard flies away with that s tuff on him? ) 
The buz zard f lies away an ' yo ' go . [ St . Petersburg , Fla . , (1054) , 1 7 15 : 1 . ] 
11746 . Dey say ' fore dey bury him [man from whom something was s tolen ] dey 

can fix things to make him [ thief ] ,  dey can get some graveyard dirt , take and f ix 



- Hoodoo - Conj uration - Witchcraf t - Roo twork - 425 1  

I F  A MAN DIES AND SOMETHING OF HIS HAD BEEN STOLEN 
NO MATTER HOW LONG PRECEDING DEATH - BEFORE BURIAL 
SPRINKLE ON GROUND AND THROW UP INTO AIR - GRAVEYARD 
DUST - SALT - SULPHUR - THIEF WILL SNEAK THEFT BACK 

it , and dey kin s ew  
[ sprinkle ] i t  down an d  de 
person what s tole , why he 
have to bring it  back 
' cause he can' t  hold it . 
Yes sir . With graveyard 

dirt and sulphur . Dat ' s  it , graveyard dirt and sulphur . 
( Graveyard dirt and sulphur? )  
And mix it together and salt . 
(And wha t ? )  
An d  salt , tab le sal t .  Say dey kin throw it , throw it  up [ into air ] and put 

it down [ do bo th ] . And dey say dey goin ' bring it back , say dey can ' t hold it . 
(That ' s  to bring back s omething that was stolen ? )  
Dat ' s  it . An d  dey ain ' t comin ' in d e  hous e with it . Dey goin ' throw it  at 

de steps , so you kin get up de next morning and get it . Dey can ' t hold it , make 
' em  bring it back . [P etersburg , Va . , ( 444) , 418 : 1 . ] 

11 74 7 .  Dey tell me dey wi ll git some graveyard dirt an ' go tub a wasp -
where wasps make a nes t at - an' aggravate some of ' em an' kill dem.  Den dey go 

GRAVEYARD DUST - FROG DUST - SNAKE DUST - WASP DUST 
3 ANIMAL DUSTS MADE BY BURNING 3 ANIMAL HEADS 
�X 4 DUSTS - PUT IN ENEMY ' S  HAT - GROWS WITH MOON 
VICTIM WILL EVENTUALLY HAVE 3 LIVE ANIMALS IN HIM 

an ' git de frog an ' aggra
vate de frog an ' kill him. 
Den dey go an' git a snake 
an ' aggravate a snake an ' 
kill him .  An ' den dey would 
take de head offa all o f  

' em  an ' burn ' em .  An '  aftah burnin ' it , mash i t  o n  up into a dus t an ' mix dat 
graveyard dirt wit it . An ' if  yo ' go dere an ' have yore hat wit chew or anything 
lak dat ,  an ' dey kin git a lit tle of i t  in yore hat . Aftah put tin '  yore hat on , 
da t ' s all dey have tub do tub git it in yore clo thes somehow or ' nothah , an ' 
it ' ll b e  in yo ' . Weah dat in yore clothes . An '  at de young moon,  dat ' s de time 
dey have tub do it , on de young moon , an ' as de growin ' of de moon , why it will 
grow in yo ' . 

(What will grow in you? ) 
Dat wasp an ' dat snake an ' dat toadfrog . 
( That puts l ive things in you? ) 
Dat put live things in yo ' .  [Wilson , N .  Car . , ( 149 7) , 2666 : 1 . ] 
1174 8 .  They ' ll git graveyard dirt , j ust  a little pinch o f  i t , and put i t  in 

soae of your foo t . You ' ll linger , you know , j us t  s tart to lingering that way . 

m LINGER A PERSON 
It  ain ' t gonna [ going to ] kill you right away . [ Richmond , 
Va . , ( 390) , 464 : 2 . ] 
11749 . You can take graveyard dirt , you can run people 

crazy with it . You can keep a man and his wife together and you can separate 

CZAVEYARD DIRT AND SKELETON BONE FIND AT GRAVEYARD 
them with it , b ecause if 
they fuss  and fight and 
almost kill one ano ther, of 

course they have to separate . Now , you go to the graveyard and you get it 
(araveyard dirt in ] a bucket , for a bucketful is all that you need at one time . 
� you try to find one of  those  skeleton bones ,  and take that skeleton bone and 
�t basket of graveyard dirt , and catch them when they are away from home and 
.abody there . And bury that bone and that dirt under their s tep , if  they have 
a dirt step ; if  not ,  they go t b ricks , and you can pry that brick up , but you got 
tD be sure where they pas s  in and out o f  their door all the time . And when you 
.� that dirt down there , of course ,  you put it [ soil or brick] back so they 
wao' t detect it , see .  I t  will cause them to fight and almost  kill one another . 
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They have to separate . [New Orleans , La . , (855) , 1348 : 7 . ] 
11750 . Dey dig a grave . Dey don ' t dig a grave fo ' a person dat has died , 

but dey digs a grave ordinary fo ' a person b efo ' he dies . An ' when dey dig dat 

DIRT FROM MOCK GRAVE DUG FOR VI CTIM - TO MASTER HIM 
grave - wel l ,  now de same 
person dey [you ] dig it  fo ' 
don ' t  have tuh git in dat 

grave , but chew digs dat grave in order tuh caus e yo ' s elf git tin '  dat dir t outa 
dere fo ' de p erson dat chew wanted tuh die . [You are using simulated grave dirt. ]  
Oat ' s  in order tuh mas ter dem . Oa t ' s  all ah knows about dat .  [A mock grave or 
burial is fairly common , but this us e o f  its  dirt may be my only example . ] [New 
Orleans , La . , ( 15 74) , 2 896 : 7 . ]  

11 751 . They kin take some graveyard dirt and 
clo thes , and they would soaken it in vinegar and 

people ' s  hair and some o f  their 
t urpentine and wrap it up t ight 

TO MAKE A DES IRED PERSON HUNT FOR YOU - TRY THIS : 
LET FRIEND OBTAIN SOME OF VI CTIM' S HAIR AND CLOTHES 
SOAK IN VINEGAR AND TURPENTINE - WRAP TIGHT - IN JAR 
LAY UNDER WANTED PERSON ' S  STEP - YOU WILL BE FOUND 

in some kind of j ar ,  and 
put it underneath o f  the 
people ' s  [victim ' s ]  steps 
that they may walk over 
it . I t  would cause an 
inf ect ion or transac t ion 

between the two . The person would git in contact with the person with whom he 
want to git to . That would bring the one whom that they wanted to them . [The 
person who walks over the b o t tle will find and visit the person who prepared the 
bottle . ] [Richmond , Va . ,  ( 39 1) , 465 : 6 . ] 

11 75 2 . Then ah know one man tuh take graveyard dirt an ' he put it in his 
car [ automob ile ] an ' it seems da t de daid followed him. De daid followed him 

GRAVEYARD DIRT - GOOD AND BAD LUCK IN AUTOMOBILE 
so dat he go t rid of dis car . 
An '  den ah know one woman she 
says she did that [put grave

yard dirt in her car ] an ' it give her luck . [ Fayetteville,  N .  Car . , ( 1448) , 
2 6 30 : 5 . ] 

11 75 3 . Yo ' could take a person ' s  
nails , an ' yo ' parch de fingernails . 

urine an ' take dere hair an ' yore finger-
An '  yo ' could put it in de [ drinking ] watah 

TAKE PERSON ' S  URINE AND HAIR AND YOUR FINGERNAILS 
PARCH LATTER - PUT IN WATER - ADD STEEL DUST - LET 
PERSON DRINK TO KEEP HIM - TO REVERSE ALL THIS - YOU 
PUT THESE INGREDIENTS IN BOTTLE WITH PERSON ' S  NAME 
OR PHOTO - GO TO GRAVEYARD - TURN BOTTLE UPSIDE DOWN 
MAKE A WI SH FOR WHAT YOU WANT TO HAPPEN - IT WILL 

an ' [ also ] put s teel  dust 
[ in same drinking water ] 
fo ' ' em tuh drink it , an ' 
yo ' keep ' em .  Us e de hair 
from dey arm an ' de hair 
from [pubic  region ] an ' 
de f ingernails , an ' yo ' 
parch it .  An ' yo ' put 

stee l dust in it an ' yo ' could leave ' em drink i t . But dere ' s anothah par t  ' fore 
ah explain dat . Yo ' could turn i t  upside down an ' yo ' could git tuh a graveyard , 
turn it  up side down in de graveyard an ' make yore wish . [Algiers , La . ,  ( 15 86) , 

IF NEIGHBOR HAS SOMETHING YOU WOULD LIKE TO USE 
SPRINKLE GRAVEYARD DIRT ON TOP OF HIS OR HER HOUSE 
tHE ARriCLE YOU WANT WILL BE FORCED UPON YOU 

2966 : 3 . ] 
11754 . Well , j es '  lak yo ' 
might see somepin round an
o thah person ' s home dat yo ' 
would l ike t uh git holt of , 

vel1 yo ' d  go to de graveyard 
house . Dey can ' t wait until 
[you would ] like to get . 

an ' git some dirt an '  sprinkle it on de top o f  dere 
yo ' git to do whut chew wanta do - git whut chew ' d 

(If  you would want to use that article . )  
Dat ' s  right . [ Sumter , S .  Car . , ( 1 34 7 ) , 2 329 : 14 . ] 
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11755 . "Jes ' ge t graveyard dirt and sprinkle it around de s tep and � [ kep t 
or keep ] back evil , dey call it . 

(What do you mean by tha t ? ) 
H�t [ gho st or sp irit . "  [Wilmington 2 36 : 1+85 . ]  
11756 . Wear graveyard dirt in shoes as a protection agains t hoodoo and 

spirits o f  any kind . [ St .  Petersburg 1 6 91 : 4 . ] 
11 75 7 .  Graveyard dirt , let dry on stove , ge t rattlesnake buttons , beat up 

and mix these two , make 2 piles , put one pile in whiskey , put o ther pile around 
wais t ,  this keeps person from harming you . Give whiskey to enemy , snakes in 

him . [Memphis , ( 9 6 3) , 1555 : 7 . ] ---
11 758 . If you [ no t  a member of  household ] throw graveyard dirt about house , 

the spirit of  the dead wi thin the dirt wi ll worry the o ccupants until they leave . 
[Wilmington , 139 : 3+85 . ]  

11 759 . They get graveyard dirt at midnight and sprinkle it in your rooms . 
This  will give you a coughing spell or consumption [ tuberculosis ] until you die . 
[Norfolk , Va . ,  45 7 : 4 . ] 

11 760 . Pick up dirt from a grave at midnight , dig a hole in front of victim ' s  
front door and bury i t ,  to give him trouble after he walks over it . [ Richmond , 
Va . , 296 : 7 . ] 

11761 . You yourself mus t  pick up dirt at midnight from a recent grave and 
scatter on victim' s porch or � the house where he has to walk . Whatever you 
intend or wish wil l happen to person walking over it . [ Old Point Comfort , Va . , 
by Ediphone . ]  

1176 2 .  "Go to a grave where a fellah j es '  buried at an ' git s ome o f  dat 
dir t . Run yore han ' down in dere , like ah put i t  down dataway [ demons trates ] .  
Bring hit [ up ]  an ' tote it  in yore pocke t ,  Dat ' s  fo ' all dif ferent kind of 
luck . "  [Waycross 1929 : 5 . ]  

1176 3 .  Tie up or shut up dirt from a fresh grave and throw this container 
over the top o f  a house [most o f  them small and one s t ory high ] to break the 
peace within . [Petersb urg , Va . ,  4 24 : 1 . ] 

11764 . To git a man , gi t dirt o f f  infant ' s  grave , take p iece o f  John de Con
;<.ah, roo t ,  put both in nation sack [ see interview THE "NATION SACK" WOMAN , p . l449-
1459 , v . 2 ,  especial ly p . l45 8 ,  lines 7-28 . ] When you git to man , put piece of 
;ohn de Conkah � and � and sprinkle the dirt . [Memphis , ( 9 6 5 ) , 1558 : 9 . ] 

11765 . At midnight vis i t  the grave of s omeone you know, call his name , run 
hand into grave as far as possib le , bring out dirt , sprinkle this at person ' s  
house , and he will move . [Wilmington 116 : 10+85 . ]  

11766 . I f  dirt from a s inner ' s  grave is s cattered at the door , the person 
living within b ecomes worried and dis satis fied and cannot stay there in peace . 
[Norfolk 5 33 : 7 . ] 

1176 7 .  Dirt from a s inner ' s  grave sprinkled in his path makes him �. 
[Vicksburg 1040 : 2 . ] 

1 1 76 8 .  Dirt from a s inner ' s  grave , mixed with quicksilver , placed on or 
under a bed will !f!1 the person who sleeps there . [Wilmington 260 : 4+85 . ] 

11769 . Go to  a wicked person ' s  grave at 12 o ' clock day or night , run !!! 
down into up to the shoulder , c lose up handful o f  dirt , mix this with gunpowder 
and throw it around house , and peop le within wil l move . [Memphis 155 1 : 11 . ] 

1 1 7 70 . Run hand into sinnerman ' s  grave or  baby ' s  grave , take dirt from 
breas t ,  mix with !!!.!! and pepper ,  and sprinkle round the house to "break up de 
home , cause confus ion . "  [Mobile 9 71 : 4 . ] 

---11771 . " Dirt from good pers on ' s  grave , put in clean envelope , keep , .P!!I. 
over it , anything you want you can do . "  [Memphis 155 1 : 14 . ] 

117 72 . Dirt bottled from the north side of  a graveyard and put under a 
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person ' s s teps wil l  move him . [ Fredericksburg , Va . ,  by Ediphone . ]  
117 7 3 . Take dirt from cen ter o f  grave , drop in to a s ack , and throw latter 

at house to put chew in hard luck . [Mob ile 9 6 7 : 8 . ] 
1 1 7 74 . I f  you place 9 needles , 9 p ins , 9 Victrola points , graveyard dirt , 

coffee and s ugar , black pepper and sal t ;  i f  you p lace al l thes e  under the rug 
at the fron t and back door , it  will b reak up that home . [Nor folk 45 3 : 4 . ] 

11 7 75 . Mix graveyard dir t ,  cayenne pepper , and henhous e manure ,  and throw at 
victim ' s hous� 9 mornings to � that person out of town . [Wilmington 260 : 2 . ] 

11 7 76 . Graveyard dirt mixed with b lack pepper and sprinkled at your door 9 
mornings wil l  make you move . [Memphis 15 6 9 : 12 . ] 

11 7 7 7 . Sprinkle graveyard dirt  at person ' s hous e for 9 mornings and he ' l l 
move . [Wilming ton 261 : 2+85 . ]  
--1 1 7 7 8 . Graveyard dir t sca ttered on your porch 9 mornings will "keep you 
s i ckly , you can ' t stay nowheres . "  [Mob ile 95 2 : 5 . ] 

11 7 79 . I f  you take 9 pinches of dirt from cen ter of s inner ' s  grave , put in 
a hous e ,  occupant s wi ll never get along together . [ Center of  a grave l ike center 
of  hous e ,  room ,  bed or crossroad , is the fifth point in the center of  a s quar e 
or ob long ; ri tes I have called a quincunx . ]  [ Richmond 36 6 : 3 . ] 

11780 . If  s ome enemy sprinkle graveyard around the out s ide of  your house , 
makes a cir cle o f  it  about your house [ c ircumambulation rite ] one of  all sorts 
of  dire things will happen to you . [Wilmington , N .  Car . , 9 1 : 5+85 . ]  

11781 . Mix graveyar d dir t  and salt and sprinkle it in or near a house to make 
the people within �· [Norfolk 5 34 : 2 . ] 

1178 2 . I f  they drop a mixture o f  graveyard dirt , salt and pepper at your step 
or center of  ga te , "your mind will j us t  waver all de time . "  [Mob ile 9 0 2 : 2 . ] 

1 1 7 8 3 . Graveyard dirt , salt , sulphur , needles , and green water ( s lime o r  
algae) in corked-up bot tle under s teps wil l  swell you up and kill you .  [Wil
mingt on , 125 : 2+85 . ]  

1 1 7 84 . Mix graveyard dir t and gunpowder , throw near house , b reaks up man and 
women living there . [Wilmington 2 7 3 : 3+85 . ]  

11785 . Throw graveyard dir t over right shoulder into running water , while 
wishing a person to go away or to come back , and then walk away without looking 
back . [ Newport News , Va . ,  by Ediphone . ]  
--1-17 86 . An enemy fixes up your � wi th graveyard dirt , throws it in to � 
ning wa ter , says what he wan ts done , curs ing you and telling you to go , and then 
leaves no t looking back . [Washington , D . C . , 80 4 : 3 . ]  

11787 . I f  someone sp rinkles graveyard dus t at your doors t ep and reads P salm 
117 , " that will make you move . "  [Psalm 117  has two short vers es : "O prais e the 
Lord , al l ye nations • • •  the t ruth of the Lord endureth forever . Praise ye the 
Lord" - King James Version ] [Mob i le 9 6 2 : 1 . ] 

11788 . The making o f  crosses with graveyard dir t in fron t of a person ' s door 
makes that pers on move . [Washington , D . C . , 828 : 2 . ] 

11 7 89 . [They ] " get graveyard dirt and codfish and cut up [ lat ter ] and 
sprinkle in front of your door and yo u ' ll move away from there . "  [New Orleans 
1256 : 6 . ] 

1 1790 . "You kin j is ' take s ome b lack peppah an ' some graveyard dirt an ' 
sprinkle it where they ' d [ the susp ec ted thief would ] walk on it  an ' they ' ll 
bring it [ stolen article ] right s traight back . "  [ Richmond 32 2 : 6 . ] 

11 79 1 .  They throw graveyard dirt and cayenne pepper in to your house  to "run 
you o ff . "  [Mob ile 88 3 :  4 .  ] 

11792 . Mix graveyard dirt and pepper ,  sprinkle around house or gate , makes 
person within move . [ Vicksburg 9 9 1 : 1 . ] 

1179 3 .  Mix graveyard dir t and cayenne pepper , throw it  ab out p erson ' s hous e ,  
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11812 . I f yo ' go to de graveyard an ' git some fresh sand an ' put it in yore 
shoes an ' - [ then ] dey can ' t track yo ' . Ah know dat ' s true , too . [Brunswick , 
Ga . , ( 1182 ) , somewhere near 19 9 3  or 1994 : 2 .  Informant 1209 , in No . 7 30 4 , p . 3248 , 
from same place gives a be t ter description o f  this rite known everywhere . ]  

11813 . "Then they s t eal them [ graves tones ] an '  bring them round to different 
places to your hous e .  S ay that ' s  going to give you bad luck . They get them 
[ grave ] s tones , p iece o f  them , either one , and they bring them and sprinkle it 
[ tomb s tone dust or graveyard dirt ] around your doors . That ' s  to give you bad 
luck , to keep you from having any luck at all . "  [New Orleans 1290 : 3 . ] 

11814 . "If  they go to the graveyard an ' git some E.!!:! an ' put it up � 
your door , they say you ' ll always b e  down . [You do this ] if you j is '  see some
body you' re j ealous o f  or sumpin ano ther , they ' re gitt in '  along bet ter then 
[ than ] you . "  [ up  over> yozaa door> , compared with the b o ttom or near the bot tom 
of the door , is fairly rare so far as graveyard dirt is concerned . ]  [Wilmington 
115 : 7+85 . ]  

11815 . [ They will ] " get some graveyard dirt and sprinkle it on your gaUery 
[porch in New Orleans ] and at your s tep s .  In 3 days you ' l l �· " [New Orleans 
1312 : 7 . ] 

11816 . Sprinkle graveyard dirt around house [ this may no t mean circumambu
lation ] while saying ,  " I  wan' chah to  go . " [ Charleston 5 7 2 : 7 . ] 

11817 . "Take graveyard dirt and sprinkle it in front of  your door • • •  if ZE..U 
walk in it , dat ' s  poison ; it ' ll kill you . " [ Charles ton , S .  Car . , (506) , 556 : 5 . ]  

1 18 18 . "They take graveyard dirt and sprinkle it around your house and [you 
go over it ] you ' ll pine away and die . "  [ Vicksburg , Miss . , ( 7 31) , 100 1 : 13 . ] 

118 19 . Each time you pass a person ' s house drop graveyard dirt in his path 
and his walking over this will make him leave . [ Richmond 318 : 8 . ]  

11820 . Graveyard dirt about door causes quarreling ; man will leave the house . 
[ Richmond 369 : 1 . ]  

118 2 1 .  Graveyard dus t sprinkled around house caus es confus ion in home . 
[Elizabeth City , 40 3 : 6 . ] 

11822 . To throw graveyard dirt under s t ep caus es trouble in house or a 
special mis fortune . [Wilmington ,  2 35 : 5+85 . ] 

11823 . Put graveyard dirt under doorsil l ,  person who walks over it will be  
hurt [hoodooed or cunjured] .  [ The meaning o f  the word doorsill varies in HOODO� 
�ome cases it ac tually being the top of  the door frame , as I have exp lained 
elsewhere . Often with lowland houses it means the hous e sill under the door , 
which could b e  reached by crawling beneath the house . The word saddle or j amb s 
o f  the door I rarely , perhaps never heard . ] [Wilming ton 10 7 : 1+85 . ]  

11824 . Graveyard dirt at your doors tep makes you �· [ Vicksburg 10 72 : 1 . ] 
118 25 . They bury graveyard dust at  your doors tep to make you � · [ Charles

ton 605 : 4 . ] 
11826 . They sprinkle graveyard dirt at house to make persons wi thin �· 

[ Li t tle Rock , Ark . , 1464 : 10 . ] 
118 2 7 .  " Graveyard dirt makes fuss , keeps up dis turbance , "  when used in or 

near house . [New Orleans 1103 : 4 . ] 
1182 8 .  "This graveyard dust , they sprinkle it  all around the house or  some

thing like that and cau s e  trouble in the house . "  [Elizabeth City 558 : 6 . ] 
1182 9 . 1 1 Graveyar d dirt wi ll run you crazy too ,  if  they sprinkle it around 

your door . " [New Orleans 1146 : 11 . ] 
1 1830 . If  they sprinkle graveyard dirt around your �' that will hurt you . 

[Wilmington 105 : 5+85 . ] 
11831.  I of ten hearn [have hear d ]  ' em say dey go  out an '  git a grub [worm] . 

Go out an ' dig up a grubworm an ' st ick nine needles in him ,  yo ' know ,  an ' bring 
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him back an ' dig a hole 
GRUBWORM - 9 NEEDLES IN - UNDER STEP S - DEATH WITHIN under yore neighb or ' s 

doorstep s  [ and bury it ] 
an ' it  wun ' t  [would not ]  be  long dat one outa family dies . 

( That is to kill somebody? ) 
Yes . [ S t .  P etersb urg , Fla . , (100 7 ) , 162 8 : 7 . ] 
118 32 . " She has a guard as well as she [ the other woman ] had and she [ first  

woman ] say [ the o ther woman with a guard] couldn ' t  turn it [ spell , trick ,  etc . 
back ] on her . "  [Here we have irres i s t ible force meeting innnovable obj ect ! A 

hoodoo s tando f f ! (See TWO FIGHTING "DEVIL-
GUARD : MEANING OF FAIRLY RARE WORD HEADS" EQUAL AESOP , No . 9 1 7 , p . 33 7 , v . l . ) 

As you can s ee ,  this word guard has nothing 
to do with sex , it is a protect ive devi ce , some thing worn or kep t in the hous e 
or elsewhere to p ro tect its owner from hoodoo or wit chcraft .  Normally such pro
tection would come from a spe cial hand, jomoh , toby , e t c . , one formerly p repared 
by a profess ional doctor. In o ther words I found guard rare compared to the 
more usual names . ]  [Wilmington , N .  Car . , ( 26 6 ) , 261 : 7+85 . ] 

118 33 . They go t guinea p epper seeds and 
GUINEA PEPPER - PARADISE SEED ET C .  spr inkle in d e  house , sprinkle round de 

hous e ,  and that will make you move . [See 
a lso margin title : GUINEA PEPPER, et c . , No . l9 4 7 , p . 5 70 ,  v . l  for o ther names and 
rites . ] [New Orl eans , La . , ( 85 0 ) , 12 89 : 2 . ] 

GUM [ SWEET GUM] TREE BUDS A CURE FOR WORMS 
11 834 . Gum tree will ' res t [ arres t ]  
any kind o f  a ear thly worm poison . 
I f  yo ' kin git de gum tree buds , 

dat ' s  de very cure fo ' any kind o f  
doin ' anything fo ' anyone els e .  

earthly wo rm b ite , but ah nevah heard o f  it 

(You mean if a person has worms in thei r  [his ] body ? )  
Yes . 
( I t  will get the worms out ? )  
I t  will git de worms . [ This is the sweet gum, a North American tree (Liquid

�ar styracij1ua) palmately lob ed leaves , corky branches , hard wood , and b eau
tiful autumnal foilage . S ince the b ark mo re or less  resembled alligator hide , 
this p lan t was called the alligator tree in the southern s tates . Several exam
ples o f  this usage have already been given in HOODOO. The o ld-t ime roo t doctor 
used many cures o f  this type . ] [ Sumter , S .  Car . , ( 1 3 84 ) , 2460 : 9 . ] 

118 35 . I get some gumbo fi let .  That ' s  what you put in gumbo. P erhaps you 
don ' t know what fi let is . I t ' s  a leaf [ f rom sassafras t ree ] tha t grows out in 

GUMBO FILET - GARLIC - WHISKEY - DRAW SPIRITS 
GARLIC HINDERS EVIL ONE - WHI SKEY PAYS ONE WORKING 
FOR YOU - MIXTURE AT VI CTIM ' S HOME TO MOVE HIM 

the woods , and it ground up 
and it is us ed instead of  
okra , when you making gumbo 
and the okra is no t in s ea
son . That is what you call 

filet . I get a pail of that and I get some garlic and s ome whiskey and mix thos e 
three together and pur [pour ] i t  under the s teps , or either i f  you come out o f  a 
alley , I pour it up s ide the al ley , that you come ou t o f ,  and you would have t o  
go .  [New Orleans , La . , ( 85 5 ) , 1 346 : 6 . ] 

118 36 . I f  a man git drownded or somp in like dat , why yo ' kin take an' go to  
de rivah an ' if  dey draggin ' fo ' him an ' can ' t f ind h im ,  why yo ' shoot de gun 

GUS SHOT AT SIGHT OF DROWNING BRINGS BODY TO SURFACE 
an ' he ' ll ris e tuh de top , 
which in dat ' s  true . Ah 
s ee dat mahself . [This 

is ordinary folklore . ]  [Brunswick , Ga . , (1182) , 199 3 : 1 . ] 



425 8 - Memoirs o f  Alma Egan Hyat t  Foundat ion -

118 3 7 . You kin take gunp owder and burn it  in dis room and it ' feet 

GUNPOWDER 
de next [ door ] neighbor and de next one [ the one on the o ther s ide 
of you ] - give ' em bad luck . [ Char leston ,  S .  Car . , 616 : 8 . ] 
118 38 . Take gunpowder an ' i f  yo ' kin git in to they house , keep it 
throwed behin ' dere do ' all de time , an ' it will keep dem up set an ' 

dey will have tuh move . [Memphi s ,  Tenn . , (1522) , 2 7 14 : 4 . ] 
11839 . Well , dey takes gunp owder an ' put it  into water an ' let i t  set fo ' 

nine days , an ' le t anyone drink o f fa dat gunpowder watah . Dat will keep ' em 
always flus terated an ' mad , ha te ful an ' lowdown all de t ime . [Memphis , Tenn . , 
( 15 3 7 ) , 2 7 78 : 10 . ] 

11840 . Nine needles and nine p ins and gunpowder .  They p ut tha t gunp owder in 
with i t ,  b ut they strain tha t  after and give them [ this in ] what they like to 
drink . That keeps them far enough , far enough [ away ] and no t fus s ing all the 
time , that gunpowder . [New Orleans , La . , ( 8 14 ) , 114 8 : 7 . ] 

11841 . Take gunpowder an ' sprinkle i t ,  i f  yo ' kin manage tuh git some , an ' 
sprinkle i t  around de house , an ' i f  anybody ' s  done anything tuh yo ' ,  yo ' l l find 
it out . Yo ' ll be ab le tuh find it out . 

( Tha t is sort o f  a protection? ) 
Yes . [ Faye t teville , N .  Car . , ( 1426) , 25 7 2 : 15 . ] 
1 1842 . [ THE LETTER "H" OF CHANNEL DE WORLD BEGINS HERE and so do some extra 

rites ab out human hair , a subj ect already largely concentrated in pages 29 3 7-
30 49 , volume 4 .  For various reasons hair , no t always the primary elemen t of  a 
rite , is widely s cattered throughout HOODOO. The following beliefs about hair 
s tart wi th a few longer rites , which are followed by many brief s t atemen ts wi th
out margin titles but wi th the key words being under lined . ]  

IF YOU PUT ONE HUMAN HAIR IN FRESH ANIMAL MANURE 
THEN KEEP HAIR 9 DAYS IN BOTTLE OF RYE WHISKEY - IT  
WILL TURN INTO A SNAKE - IF YOU DRINK ANY OF WHISKEY 
BEFORE 9 DAYS END - THE LIVE SNAKE WILL BE IN YOU 

And again they say if you 
take it [a hair from per
son ] and put it [ in ]  some 
kind o f  manure or somep in 
like i f  you have a cow or 
somep in round the lot and 

they do fresh manure . Say ,  i f  you take this hair and bury it  in there , and set 
this manure about in s ome shady place mayb e it won ' t dry so  fas t , and s ay let it 
s tay there . And you take i t  out o f  there and put it in a bot tle of  ry e whiskey , 
a p int  bot tle of  rye whiskey , and say in nine days it  will be a snake . I ' ve 
heard that . 

(But they don ' t put tha t snake in you though ?  That snake they don ' t put in 
you? ) 

Well ,  if you dr ink the whiskey , if you drink the wh iskey before the thing kin , 
you know , come to be who le , well hit will come alive in you . 

( I  see , but you have to  put i t  in this cow manure ? )  
No , take the hair out i t  [ the manure ] i f  you know right where you p ut the hair 

in . [Newport News , Va . ,  ( 4 8 2) , 50 8 : 2 . ] 
1184 3 . You go t to take and burn de gunp owder and get the scen t  - no t de scent 

but de gas from this gunpowder - and take a stran ' o f  yuh hair , or ei thah a piece 

IF PERSON ' S  HAIR OR PIECE OF CLOTHING IS SHUT UP 
IN BOTTLE WITH BURNED GUNPOWDER S CENT - VI CTIM LOSES 
MIND OR BE COMES PERMANENTLY SORE SOMEWHERE IN BODY 

of  clo th or somp in dat j oo 
have , dat de p erson you 
tryin ' to  hurt had , and 
put it in this bo ttle . 
And shut it up in this 

b o t t le . And they say that ' ll make de person lo se de min ' , or eithah make ' em 
sore in some parts  o f  de body . [Wilmington , N .  Car . , ( 2 7 1) , 19 2 : 1+85 . ]  

11 844 . I tell yuh j es '  what ' t is . My uncle it  was , was tel lin ' me this . 
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That ' s  why I was goin ' tell yuh . A lady that he was courting , he was going with 

WOMAN GETS THI S MAN ' S HAIR FROM BARBERSHOP 

BURIES UNDER HER DOORSTEP WITH 3 INGREDIENTS 
SALT - PEPPER - WHISKEY - TO WALK OVER BOTTLE 
OR PACKAGE WOULD PUT SPELL ON HIM - DIG IT UP 
DROP INTO HOT WATER - IF IT FLOATED - SPELL CAN 
BE RE TURNED TO HER - ROLL PACKAGE IN ARMPIT 
THEN IN CORNMEAL - REBURY IT UNDER HER S TEP 

her , and of course this man 
[ r ival or hoodoo man ] tole him 
that he was hurt , because he 
thought he was going with her . 
And he told him that the lady 
had put somepin in a bottle an ' 
buried it under the doorstep . 
And that thing that she buried 
under the doorstep was some of 

his hair that she ' d  got ten from the barber shop and mixed it with some salt,  pep
per and whiskey , and buried it under her doorstep , and that whenever he walked 
over it , would hurt him.  [At least we know uncle liked whiskey ! ] But if he 
would take this up and put i t  in some boiling water , and if  it floated , then he 
could ward o f f  the spel l that she had put on him,  and that he probab ly could 
throw it back on her , on the p arties who was put tin ' it on him .  He could take 
and j us t  take this out and roll it under his arm, [ then ] roll it in some meal . 

(Hold it  under his arm? ) 
Roll it . Yeah , roll it under his arm . 
(Oh ,  under his arm first . )  
Yeah , and then put it in some meal and make it into a cake-like , and bury it 

underneath the s teps , the same step where the o ther stuff was buried , and that 
would return it on her . [No r f o lk ,  Va . ,  (45 7 ) , 4 46 : 1 . ] 

11845 . Ah tell yo ' this whut a man kin do with a woman , cos ' [ o f  course ] ah 
don ' t gue s s  yo ' wanta heah it . Do yo ' wanta heah it?  [ S ince I remain silent I 

YOUR HAIR OVER DOOR YOU WALKED UNDER 
BRINGS YOU BACK AS LONG AS HAIR THERE 

probably nodded yes . ] Well , ah tell yo ' 
whut a man kin do wit a woman . A man kin 
git a woman , j es '  git any s trand from de 
left side o f  her haid or  de right side , 

an' j es '  s t ick it up ovah de do ' . Jes ' git her comb , lak ah comb her haid , an' 
take de hair an ' j es '  stick it  up ovah de do ' . An '  if he ain ' t been with her fo ' 
six months ,  ah [ a  woman ] cain ' t keep from comin ' back heah . Jes ' s t ick it in de 
wood , in de trees , anywhere . [ Usual ly a man would return to a woman rather than 
a woman to a man ' s house . ] [Memphis , Tenn . , (15 2 6 ) , 2 7 2 4 : 4 . ] 

11846 . Dey takes a strand of  your hair an ' tie it  in nine knots . Den dey 
will have you j ust like dey wan ta ,  anything dat dey want you to do . And dey 

9 KNOTS YOU TIE INTO PERSON ' S  HAIR 
IEEP BOTTLED IN PERFUME FOR LOVE 

go t chure hair , such as [both places ] or 
love let tahs , why you ' ll be beho ld [usually 
beho lden ] t o  dem. See , ' cause dey go t dat 
hair down in dat perfume and it ' s  s t opped 

up [ in a bo t tle ] . You more den apt to [ give in ] to dem right away . [ Charles

VOMAN TAKES S OME OF HER HAIR - S OME OF MAN ' S 
PUTS PEPPER BETWEEN IT - BURIES IN PATH WHERE 
1HEY WALK OVER IT - THIS WILL SEPARATE THEM 

ton ,  S .  Car . , ( 5 1 7 ) , 604 : 5 . ] 
11847 . I ' ve heard that a man 
and a woman - a woman couldn' t 
ge t along with her husband or 
any man , that she would like , 

you see , could take some o f  her hair . Take , get some o f  her hair and get some 
of de man ' s hair and put pepper between it , you see , and put it in de path where 
dey walk over dat . Dat would separate dem. 

(That is , if I wan ted to break up these peop le , or i f  the woman wanted to 
break up the man? ) 

Yes . Doesn ' t make any di fferent [ di fference ] who it  is if you get some o f  
each one ' s  hair . [Petersburg , Va . , ( 444) , 4 19 : 2 . ] 
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1184 8 .  ( This woman would take his hair and b ury i t  where ? )  
Take an ' tie i t  in a washrag an ' bury it underneath the do ' s tep . 
(Wha t will that make h im do then ? )  
Make him come back home . [ Fayetteville , N .  Car . , ( 1399) , very near 25 19 : 14 . ] 
11849� They tell me that you take de fingernails and toenails , and s ome of 

your hair right here [ points to back of  the head ] . You t o t ta put that all to

FINGERNAILS - TOENAILS - HAIR FROM BACK OF HEAD 
MIX WITH RED PEPPER - WRAP TIGHT IN NEW HOMESPUN 
WRAP TO YOU TO BRING BACK - FROM YOU TO SEND AWAY 
THEN BURY THIS PACKAGE UNDER A BRICK IN FIREPLACE 

gether , mix it , you see , with 
cayenne pepper - red pepper . 
Go to de fiahp lace , wrap dat 
up goo d ,  tigh t .  Yo ' wrap it 
up with a p ie ce of new home
spun clo th . And wrap it  all 

up together good and tight . You wrap i t  up like this [ demons trates ] . You wrap 
it away from you . Dat ' s to drive you away . And take it and go to de fiahplace , 
take up a brick and put dat [package ] down in dere , and put dat b rick on top o f  
it . [Wilmington , N .  Car . , ( 2 88) , 204 : 3+85 . ]  

11850 . I f  you get his hair and s ome of  his 
p ut i t  all in a sack with some kind o f  roo ts . 

underweah , you kin take i t  and 
I don ' t  know what . And put it in 

a corner [ outside house ] to
wards de r is ing sun , and go AT CORNER OF HOUSE TOWARDS RIS ING SUN - PUT SACK 

WITH ABSENT MAN ' S  HAIR AND UNDERWEAR AND ROOTS back to it every morning and 
pour sweet sp irits  of niter 
on it every morning [ for 9 
mornings ] and in 9 mornings 

9 MORNINGS POUR ON IT SWEET SPIRITS OF NITER 
ON 9TH MORNING HE WILL WALK THROUGH THE DOOR 

he ' ll come in the door . He ' ll come back home . [A number of thes e corner-o f- the
hous e rites are scat tered through HOODOO. ] [Wi lmington , ( 2 6 8) , 189 : 3+85 . ]  

1185 1 .  Ah has a comb heah [ she shows me the comb ] . Ah has a man an ' been 
livin ' with him a long t ime , an ' if  he don ' t trea t me right , ah takes dis comb . 

INFORMANT HAS 'LECTRICITY COM8 - EVERY 9TH MORNING 
SHE COMBS MAN ' S  HAIR KEEPING LEFT-SIDE HAIR IN CLOTH 
SHE SLEEPS ON 9 NIGHTS TO �KE HIM CO� UP CLOSE 

Dis ' lect ricity comb wuz 
given tub me . Now ah 
show yo ' ' bout dis comb . 
Ah combs his hair on de 
left s ide of his haid wit 

dis comb an ' any [hair ] come from dis comb , ah gits i t  out . Well , ah wrap dis 
up in a thin piece o f  clo th an ' ah keeps i t . An ' ah s leep s wit it undah mah 
haid for nine mawnin ' s an ' dat will make him come up close an ' love me mo ' . Now, 
' cause befo ' ah go t dis comb ah couldn ' t do  nuthin with him . Every nine mawn in ' s  
ah comb his haid . Now sometimes he comes in a hurry , b ut yet an ' s till when he 
stays all night an' he s leep s in mah b ed al l nigh t ,  then ah git s up de nex' mawn
in ' an ' combs his hair , s ee ,  wit dis comb , anyway fo ' nine mawnin ' s ,  but ah combs 
dis side o f  his haid [ demonstrates ] mo ' so  den ah do ' s  dis side . But ah always 
comb de left s ide . 

( Then you keep this hair in a thin clo th in your b ed ? ) 
Yessuh , in mah bed  undah mah p il lah . [Memphis , Tenn . , ( 1 5 2 6 ) , 2 7 2 3 : 20 . ]  
1185 2 . To make love? All right . You kin take dere hair , s ome sugar an ' some 

b luestone . You understand now? An '  some lodestone . Put all o f  this to gether 
with a p iece o f  John de Conkah roo t .  [ This roo t ] look l ike two p ieces [ see ex
planation later ] . Look now [ demonstrates ] ,  c ross that John de Conkah cross  there 
[ these ingredients being mixed or laid in a container ]  and put it [John de Conkah] 
c rost  de hair , you s ee ,  an ' t ie it  a t  de ends with a lit tle s tring . You under
stand , at  each end you know , with a lit tle string . An' put it  [mixture ] in a 
piece o f  paper , in a p iece o f  brown paper , an ' wear that in de b o t tom o f  your 
shoe .  [ This is a small package . ]  They kin nevah git away from you. [What does 
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informant mean by saying John de Conkah roo t look Zike two pieaes ? On p . 59 3 

HAIR OF LOVED PERSON - SUGAR - BLUESTONE - LODESTONE 
PUT THESE ON PIECE OF BROWN PAPER - OVER THIS PILE 
TIE JOHN DE CONKAH ROOT - THI S  LOOK LIKE 2 PIECES 
JOHN DE CONKAH ROOT HERE IS S URELY ADAM-AND-EVE 
THIS SMALL PACKAGE IS WORN IN SHOE TO HOLD PERSON 

( Z . 2 ,  v . l) I say , "John 
de Conkah" aan be many 
things ; and on p . 595 
( l. l2 , v . l) we learn you 
can gi t de he one and gi t 
de she one . I sugges t my 
informan t ,  a hoodoo woman , 

is iden t i fying John de Conkah with an actual roo t  called Adam-and-Eve , which has 
he and she parts , he the smaller , both looking like peanuts (see No . l0609 , page 
402 8f . , v . 5 ) . Our present rite therefore t ie s  our man and woman together with a 
thread or a s tr ing to make doub ly certain , magically certain , they are t ie d  to
gether . The s ugar sweetens the si tuation or  pays the spirit ,  the blues tone keeps 
away evil , lodestone is ano ther drawing p ower , and brown paper is of ten used for 
black clients . My preceding sta tement about he and she parts among the roots of 
Ada�and-Eve is a hoodoo , no t a scien tific  one . ] [Memphis , Tenn . , ( 9 60) , 1545 : 3. ]  

1185 3 .  Well , ah tell you dis one den . Well , dere wuz ' no thah b oy goin ' wit 
a girl an ' he loved her , yo ' know, an ' she didn ' t love h im atall . She didn ' t 

HAIR FROM MOLD OF HER HEAD - 3 FINGERNAILS FROM EACH 
OF HER HANDS - MAN TAKES AND WEARS TO TIE HER DOWN 

have a b it of feelin ' s fo ' 
him .  An '  he loved her . 
He j es '  loved her bet tah 
an ' bettah .  Wel l ,  he ' d 

buy pret ty things an ' give her yo ' know , an ' all lak dat , chew know. Yo ' know , 
tryin ' tuh win her da t way . But still she didn ' t love him .  She two- t ime him 
wit o thah mens . S o  he git t in '  aroun '  an ' so he got tuh talkin ' , says , "Look lak 
de mo ' ah do fo ' her , de worster she treats me . "  Says , "Ah love her - oh , ah do 
love her . "  S ay s , "An ' it l ook lak she don ' t reat me half way right . "  

[ Friend ] s ays , "Wel l ,  ah tell yo ' , if yo ' loves her , an ' yo ' don ' put out a 
whole lotta money on her , sp ent money on her an ' she look lak she .goin ' backwards 
' stead a-comin ' ,  an ' yo ' say dat she ' s  two-t imin ' yo ' wi t othah mens , "  says , 
"'whyn ' t  yo ' tie her down . Tie her down .  Tie her down . " 

"Wel l , ah tell yo ' ,  yo '  come he ' p me out on dat . "  
[ Friend ] say , "We ll ,  let me t ell  yo ' whut chew do right short on dat . " S ay ,  

"'Do yo ' s tay dere wit her?"  
"Yeah , ah s tays w i t  her at  night b ut she j es '  fus ses an ' yowls all de  time . "  
[ Fr iend ] say , "Well , do yo ' evah comb her hair ? "  
Say , "Yeah , ah comb her hair a t night . " 
[ Friend ] says , "When yo ' comb her hair , yo ' git some hair out right from de 

mole [mold ] o f  her hai d .  Right in de mo le o f  her haid . Yo ' gits j es '  a lil ' 
bit , if  it a in '  mo ' den fo ' st rand [probably 3 s trands original ly ] j es '  so  it 
come from de top [or mold of her head ] , Yo ' git dat , an ' do yo ' all cut her 
fingernails ? "  

"Yeap . "  
[ Friend s ays ] "We ll , yo ' set down an ' cut her fingernails , an ' git her finger

nails an ' yo ' put three o f f  each finger [hand ] in dere . An ' yo ' t ote dat . "  Says, 
nshe ' 11 come on back to yo ' • " S ays , "She won ' love nobody else but chew . "  
[ Fayet tevi ll e ,  N .  Car . , ( 1400) , 2 5 22 : 4 . ] 

11854 . Yo ' kin take a girl ' s  hair an ' black lodestone an ' yo ' kin lead her 
cross [aross wha t?  I in te rrup t too soon ] .  

BLACK LODESTONE - S ILVER MONEY 
HAIR :  WEAR IN BAG 

(What would you do with that hair ? )  
Totes d e  lodestone with the hair , with a piece 
o f  sol id silver money , and she will follow 
[wherever you go and any time ] . She ' ll git up 
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an' follow if it ' s  one a ' clock in de night . 
(You mix those together ? )  
Yessuh . Jis ' keep ' em in a bag an ' she will follow .  [ Lit tle Rock , Ark . , 

( 88 7) , 1462 : 1 . ] 
11855 . Wel l ,  yo ' s ee now , it ' s  ano thah s tory . A lady an ' her husban ' , yo ' 

know, dey were git tin '  ' long all right . So  she saw somebody else she liked an ' 

2 HAIRS FROM HER HEAD - 2 FROM BELOW - HER SICKNESS 
TIE I N  BAG - EACH MONTH FEED IT A DROP OF HER BLOOD 
DOCTOR 'S REMEDY FOR " GIT CHEW SOME LUCK" IN FAMILY 

so she ,  yo ' know , aomes 
right to de front of it 
wit her husband an ' dey 
nevah wan ta agreein ' in 
de home , so she say ,  

"Well , ah dunno , s eem lak mah mome is git tin '  too up set . Ah dunno , s eem lak ah 
dunno whut tuh do . "  So dis kep t on workin ' lak dat . 

S o  ah guess in travelin '  an ' talkin ' roun ' - prob ' ly in , up an ' down de 
s treets , so dis [would sp read ] - ' no thah man or woman , somebody , say ,  "Whut ? 
Yo ' dunno whut tuh do wit chure home ? "  

Says , "No . "  
S ay ,  " Don ' b e  s i lly , go an ' git chew some luck . " S aid , " I t ' ll make yore 

home al l right . "  
Say , "Wi ll ah be ab le to work ut ? Ah don ' know whut tuh do or how tuh do it . "  
So , [ she or someone ] said dat dis man says , "Well , ah ' ll s ee yo ' ag ' in an ' 

talk wit chew. " 
[ " Dis man" wanted t ime to inquire about doctors . ] 
"Okay . "  
An '  so prob ' ly latah dey got tuhgethah , s ee . 
S ay ,  " S eem lak mah home is  still git tin ' worsah an ' worsah an ' ' s tead a-git ' 

tin '  b e t tah , ah want chew tuh prove whut chew wuz talkin ' tuh me ' bout . "  
Says , "Okay . "  Says , "W ' yn ' t [why no t ]  yo ' git chew a cah [ car ] an ' go down 

South an ' gi t ahew some Z.uak. Don ' chew know whut tuh do tuh take ca ' yo ' home?" 
Says , "No . " 
S ays , "We ll , ah ' ve go t de money i f  yo ' kin git a cah . "  
S ays , "Well,  ah kin git chew a cab all righ t . "  
So he go t a cah an ' so dey went down South . So de o le man commence ' splainin ' 

tuh him whut it  wuz all about . So he t o le ' em,  says , "Well , ah t ell  yo ' whut 
chew do . "  Says , "Yo ' right easy when she go tuh b ed , "  s ays , "at night , "  says , 
"cut s o  many strands o f  her hair . "  Says , den go down b elow an ' cut so many down 
dere . "  An '  he s ays , "Yo ' git dat all tuhgethah an ' put a li l '  o f  ' er s ickne s s . 
Ketch onto her monthly an ' take a lil ' of  ' er si ckness , an ' two s trands o f f  ' e r 
haid,  two down there , an ' a li l '  of her sicknes s ,  yo ' know . Put dem togethah an ' 
tie it  up in a lil ' bag . " An ' said , "An '  every month when she be lak dat , · yo ' 
watch closely an ' yo ' git a drop of  her s i ckness an ' j es '  damp i t  wet lak dat , 
see , an '  she b e  all ri ght . She ' ll take care of  yo ' . " [ Fayet tevil l e ,  N .  Car . , 
( 1400) , 2520 : 2 . ] 

11856 . To make the man stay home , you takes a piece o f  the s trand of  the 
hair right in the mole of the head , and get you two copper cents - but let it be 
two women ' s faces . 

(Two pennies that have a woman on them . All right . )  
And take the s trand of the hair and then put it in b etween the women ' s faces . 

You get a piece of string or thread [ demons trates ] .  
(You place these two pennies face to face . )  
Face to face . 
(And put that hair b etween them . All right . )  
And then you wind the thread all around it  until it holds together . Then you 
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take a bag  and you put it  in a lit tle bag  with your name and his name in  there , 

TO MAKE MAN STAY HOME - WOMAN TAKE S HAIR FROM MOLD 
OF HIS HEAD - 2 COPPER PENNIES - EACH WITH WOMAN ' S  
FACE - PUT FACES FACE-TO-FACE WITH HAIR BETWEEN 
HOLD COIN-SANDWI CH TOGETHER BY WINDING THREAD ABOUT 
EDGES - WRAP PACKAGE IN ONE PIECE OF PAPER - HIS AND 

HER NAME ON IT - KEEP IN SACK - EVERY TIME SHE EATS 
SHE MUST OFFER FOOD AND DRINK TO THIS SUBSTITUTE 

3 STRANDS OF VICTIM' S HAIR - BORE HOLE WITH SPIKE 
INTO TREE ON SUNSET SIDE - DO THIS WHEN SAP UP IN 
TREE - EACH DAY AS SUN GOES DOWN YOU WILL HAVE A 
HEADACHE - EACH DAY THEY BECOME WORSE - AFTER SAP 

IN THE TREE BEGINS TO GO DOWN YOU WON ' T  LIVE LONG 

wrapped up in a s ingle . 
paper , and every time you 
take a drink , you go tta 
give it  something to drink. 
[There are a number of 
these rites in HOODOO o f
fering food or drink or 
both to absent person . ] 
(Water or liquor? ) [New 
Orleans , ( 874) , 14 34 : 3 . ] 
11857 . I could take j us t  
about three s trands of  
hair o f  your head and go 
t o  a tree . And I would 
put it on the suns et s ide 
of that tre e ,  where the 

sun goes down on that hair . And j us t  take a long spike nail and b ore a hole in 
that tree . And ball all that hair up on the s unset side of the tree , b ut it has 
go t to be when the sap is up in the tree . By what I mean by the sap is when the 
leaves is on the tree . And bore a hole in that tree and s tick that hair up in 
there , and drive that nail in there behind it . And when the sun commence to go 
down ,  that cause you to have headache , don ' t you see . And this headache will get 
worse every day , and from that it will drive you crazy , and from crazy it will 
kill you .  [you do this ] when the sap is up , because when the sap begins to go 
down you won ' t l ive very long . [New Orleans , La . , ( 855) , 1347 : 7 . ] 

11858 .  Dey carry dat to a tree . 
( This hair from your head ? )  
Yes , sir . Take and put it in a 

put it  in de tree . And I hear ' em 
tree , and bore a hole in de tree firs t ,  and 
say dey take i t  and make a peg , like a stop

BORE HOLE IN TREE - INSERT HAIR - STOP UP WITH PEG 
GIVE YOU LOCKED BOWELS - UNLESS DOCTOR TAKES IT OUT 

per , you know , and put it 
in de tree and s top it  up 
in dere . Heard ' em say 
dat , yes , s ir . S tay in 

dere so many days . I f  you don ' t get 
why you ' ll - you bound to go [ die ] . 

( S topped up ? )  

somebody [hoodoo doctor ] t o  take i t  off you , 
You ' re s topped up . 

Yes , give you what dey call locked bowels [which will kill you . No M. D .  can 
help you . A common belief ] . 

( I  see . )  [Petersbur g ,  Va . ,  (444) , 418 : 4 . ] 
11859 . Take yore hair an ' a piece of yore clo thes an ' nail it  into a �· 

Ah ' ve heard of  dat .  -
(Wha t will that do ? )  
Well , dat ' ll dry yo ' up , kill yo ' by degrees ; yo ' know , j is '  dry yo ' dat 

way . [Algiers , La . , (1584) , 2954 : 8 . ] 
11860 . I had ano ther fellah one t ime 

here at Greenville Sound , fisherman . [ I  
tell me s omepin about he ' s  out down 
failed t o  ask whether professional or 

MAN FINDING WILD HAIR IN BIS CUIT IMMEDIATELY GOES 
IO HOODOO DOCTOR WHO SAYS THIS WOMAN WAS TRYING TO 
TAKE HIM FROM HIS WIFE - ALSO FEEDING HIM HER BLOOD 

amateur . ] He was a great 
fisherman . An' be was 
gain ' with a woman down 
there an ' this woman knew 
his wife . Well , they were 

good pals . An '  he said he would alwars go by this woman 1 s house of a mornings 
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before he ' d  go to an ' fro to git in the water f ishin ' . An '  also would take his 
lunches along with him .  The mos t  mornin ' s  he went on back by there an ' go t his 
lunches . He said he didn ' t pay i t  no mind , he s aid . Ni ce ho t but termilk b is
cuits an ' good b reakfas t an ' lunch , you know , an ' go t on the b oat [ sounds like 
one o f  those commercial fishermen s t ill about in 19 36- 3 7 ] .  He said finally he 
go t a little hungry . Later on , he said , he thought to  himself he ' d pull out his 
lunch an ' take a b i te an ' continue fishing . Finally , after all , he said one mind 
j is '  drivin ' him to eat , an ' one [mind ] would drive him no t to ; an ' one would 
drive him to eat an ' one would drive him not to . An '  after awhile , somehow or 
other his mind drove him to go ahead an ' open up the package . An ' he opened up 
this package an ' spread it  out acrost  his lap ,  an ' pulled open a biscuit , an ' 
there was a b ig wild [ loose ] hair in i t . An '  he j is '  clo se that b is cuit right 
back up an ' went to  this same o ld man [ root doctor ] over here on North an ' Wal
nut [ about whom informant speaking had p revious ly ] called [ something ? ] George . 
An '  he told [ the fisherman ] he said , " I f  you eat [had eaten ] that biscui t with 
that hair in there , " he said , " that ' s  w ' at it  was put there for ,  to run to crazy , 
b ecause she wanted t o  gi t be tween you an ' your wife . An '  she found she couldn ' t 
gi t you all by yourself , so she fix [hoodooed ] i t  that way . 11 An ' he also told 
him he had b een fed fe r a long long time o f f  of her minist�tion [ mens trual 
blood ] . He said she t ake it an ' make it  up in his b read an ' gave to him to eat ." 
[Wilmington , N .  Car . , ( 316 ) , 2 48 : 1+85 . ] 

1186 1 .  {BRIEF AS WELL AS CONDENSED RITES , WITH KEY WORDS UNDERLINED , BEGIN 
HERE IN FOLLOWING ORDER : WEAR� TREE� RUNNING WATER� BOTTLE� BURY� AND MISCELLA
NEOUS. ] 

A man sews up s ome o f  a woman ' s  hair and wears i t  to make her love him .  
[Mob ile 891 : 1 1 .  ] 

1186 2 .  A woman s ews up a man ' s hair in a piece o f  his shirt tail and wears it 
in her bosom for love:- [Wilmington 26 1 : 3+85 . ] 

--

1 186 3 .  A woman wraps a man ' s  hair in p aper and wears it on  her  b osom for 
love . [ Fredericksburg by Ediphone . ] 

1186 4 .  She t akes hair from a man ' s head and some from her own head , ties it 
with thread , puts i t  in a bag with her fingernai ls , and wears it � her b osom 
for love . [Wilmington 25 2 : 4+85 . ]  

1 1865 . If  you � p ers on ' s hair in b o t t le , that person will follow you . 
[Norfolk 4 7 5 :  1 .  ] 

1 1866 . Hair and Hearts Co Zogne in b o ttle are worn for love . [Wilmington 
25 7 :  1+85 . ] 

1186 7 . Carry p erson ' s hair and f ingernails in bottle with Hearts Co Zogne for 
love . [Wi lmington , 169 : 3+85 . ] 

----1186 8 .  Woman s t ops up man ' s private hair in a bo t t le with Hearts Co Zogne and 
whiskey and wears . [Wilmington 25 7 : 9+85 . ] 

11869 . Woman wears man ' s hai r and perfume on b reas t for love . [Wilmington 
188 : 4+85 . ]  

1 1870 . Seat o f  drawers , 2 s trands o f  hair from le ft armpit , 1 s trand from 
privates { =  3 s trands o f hair ] ,  tag it [ sew i t ]  hair in seat o f  drawers , Joakey 
CZub per fume put on , put [ a  little o f  the perfume ]  in bot tom of shoe - right 
[ one and for love ] . [Memphis ,  ( 9 6 3) , 15 55 : 3 . ]  

118 71 .  " [A man can ] take her hair , you know , and dress it [p repare i t  magi
cally wi th per fume , or his urine , or  p ins , or all sorts of  things , and wear it ]  
in de band of his hat [ for love ] . "  [Memphis 2 73 7 : 3 . ] 

11872 . If a man wears a woman ' s  pub ic hair in his hatband , she can have no 
one excep t him .  [Mob ile 9 5 3 : 2 . ]  

11873.  Hair is worn ins ide sweatband o f  hat for love . [ Snow Hil l ,  Md . ,  13 : 1. ]  



11874 . 
for love . 

11875 . 
4 19 : 3 . ]  

11876 . 
neck in a 
--1187 7 .  
340 : 4 . ] 
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Woman takes hair from man ' s  head and her head and wears over her heart 
[Wilmington 2 36 : 5+85 . ] 
To hold his love woman ties man ' s hair on he r leg . [Petersburg , Va . ,  

To ho ld woman , � cut s hair from her privates and wears it  around his 
bag made from o ld carpet . [ Richmond 3 7 1 : 2 . ] 

Man sews up woman ' s  hair in seat of  his pants for love . [Richmond 

11878 . Wrap up hair and tie with b lack thread and wear in pocket for love . 
[Wilming ton 9 1 :  2+85-.-]- --

118 79 . To ho ld woman , man ob tains hair from her head , adds lodes tone , wrap s  
these in to a p iece o f  r e d  f lannel ,  and in to this package weaves 3 needles cros s
ing one ano the r � [ the common rimles s  wheel devi ce or  emb lem already given a 
numb er of  times elsewhere : No . 5 7 20 , p . 29 20 , l . lO , v . 4 ;  No . 8214 , p . 34 4 7 , v . 4 ;  
and No . 9 796 , p . 385 3 ,  v . 5 ;  cf . No . l018 1 ,  p . 39 6 1 ,  v . 5 ] . This p ackage he carries 
in his pocket or keep s elsewhere . [ Compare this rite wi th following 5 needles 
one ,  HAIR 118 84 . ] [Memphis , informant ( 9 6 3) , 15 5 5 : 8 . ] 

1 1880 . Pub i c  hair kep t in pocke tbook for love . [ Ocean City by Ediphone . ]  
1188 1 .  A �  keeps woman ' s  hair i n  his pocke tbook so  that she won ' t qui t 

him.  [Mob ile 9 5 3 : 3 . ] 
--11882 . You may � person ' s hair any p lace or  keep it in your pocketb ook 
for love . [Hampton , Va . , by Ediphone . ]  

1188 3 .  Woman puts man ' s  p riva te hair in a bag and wears it over her privat es . 
[ Ri chmond 29 7 : 7 . ] 

1188 4 . For love , flat ten out a lock o f  hair from person wan ted , � i t  into 
a flat package , and in to the clo th weave 5 needles , 3 down and � like this : 
T 1 T 1 T, an alternating design that will b e  found els ewhere . Wear this package 
� the right s i de of your body . [ Compare this rite with the p receding 3 needles 
one No . ll8 7 9 . ]  [Memphis , informan t ( 9 71)  15 70 : 4 . ] 

118 85 . Man wears plat of  woman ' s  hair in his shirttail while away from home 
to keep woman ' s  love [ to keep o the r men away ] .  [Wilmington 248 : 3+85 . ]  

11886 . You can control a person by wearing his or her hair in your shoe . 
[Washington , D . C . , 8 13 : 8 . ] 

1188 7 .  " To keep p erson under 
son ' s  head and wear it under the 

118� Somet imes " to con trol 
shoe , inserts his hai r ,  and lays 
884 : 8 . ] 

your feet , take hair from the mold of the per
inner sole o f  your shoe . "  [Mob ile  8 78 : 8 . ] 
his mind , "  a woman "'SPlits the inner sole o f  her 
a paper insole over i t  and wears . [Mob ile 

11889 . "Take a plat of her hair . . •  put it in your left . . •  shoe • • •  go t her until 
yo ' re tyed [ tired ] of  ' er .  Dat ho lds her . "  [ Little Rock 146 0 : 9 . ] 

11890 . "Wear person ' s hair in your shoe to ho ld . "  [ Little Rock 1465 : 5 . ] 
1189 1 .  A woman may wear a man ' s  hair in the toe o f  her shoe and keep it � 

with her urine to hold him down . "  [ Richmond 36 5 : 5 . ] 
11892 . Sew p erson ' s  hair into a pie ce o f  co t ton and wear it in your shoe and 

that person will love you.  [Elizab eth City 390 : 4+85 . ]  
1189 3 .  " I  heard o f  people taking your hair and put it in a rag , j es t  tie it 

up in some way and put it in their shoe - � it in their shoe ; and it would b e  
some way that it would affect you, and i t  would bring you to at tract your mind 
toward them . " [ Richmond , Va . , ( 39 1 ) , 46 4 : 4 . ] 

1189 4 .  Hair from mold o f  head may be worn in toe o f  shoe for love . [Wilming
ton 129 : 2+85 . ]  

1189 5 .  Person ' s hair is 
1189 6 .  I f  a woma�kes 

worn in shoe for love . [ Richmond 340 : 4 . ] 
hair from a man ' s�d ,  wraps around it some hair 
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from her p rivates , and wears this in her shoe or about waist o r �. the man 
canno t go anywhe re . [Washing ton , D . C . , 79 6 : 5 . ]  

1189 7 .  To bring a man back , she t akes some of his hair , twists  it tightly , 
puts peach plan t [ tree ? ] roo t  and heart root with it , covers it with assafeti da , 
and wears in her shoe . [Norfolk 4 3 7 : 3 . ] 

11898 . Pubic  hair o f  opposite s ex worn in right shoe fo r love . [ Fredericks
burg by Ediphone . ]  

1189 9 . Woman takes s ome o f  man ' s  p rivate hair , t ies it in a piece of  clo th , 
and wears it in the toe of  her shoe to keep him. [Wi lmington 130 : 7 . ] 

11900 . To keep man home , cut hair from mold o f  head , under the �' and 
from priva tes , and wear these next to your skin . [Newport News 5 12 : 3 . ]  

11901 . I f  s omeone t ies up your hair with a string and wears it next to the 
skin , that wil l give you a headache [ p resumably until you love the person ] .  
[Richmond 3 18 : 1 3 . ] 

11902 . " To have man under her f eet , "  woman wore his hair between he r bare 
feet and s to ckings . [Mobile 899 : 1 . ] 

---- ----

119 0 3 .  Woman wears man ' s private hair in the hem of her skirt o r  pe t ticoat . 
[ Richmond 349 : 3 . ] 

11904 . To b r ing a man back ,  a woman may take hair from the mo le of his he ad 
and wear it in the hem of her underskirt . [Wilmington 185 : 8+85 . ]  

11905 . Wrap hair in new clo th and wear it about waist for love . [El izab eth 
City 346 : 4 . ] --

---

11906 . Man t akes hair from mold o f  woman ' s  head , � it in to a package , 
keep s damp with whiskey , and wears it to hold her love . [ Richmond 303 : 1 . ] 

119 0 7-119 10 . The p erson whose hair is s topp ed up in a ho le bored in to a 
� will go crazy . [ Snow Hill , M�5 : 1 ;  Boxiron , Md . ,  by hand ; St . James 
(near Pocomoke City , Md . )  by hand ; and Fredericksburg by Ediphone . ] 

119 11 . Bore hole into tree and in it s t op up p erson ' s hair to run him crazy . 
[Washington , D . C . , 8 3 7 : 3 . ] 

11912 . If  you nail a person ' s hair to a tree - usually by first making a nai l  
hole and then inserting the hair - that person wil l go crazy af t er the bark grows 
� the ho le . { Ocean City , Md . , by  Ediphone . ] 

11913 . You can give a person a headache by b oring a ho le in a tree and plug
ging up some o f  his hair . ( O ld Point  Comfort , Va . ,  by Ediphone . ]  

11914 . By boring a hole in a tree and s topping up in it some o f  victim ' s 
hair , you give him a headache . [Wilmington 116 : 7+85 . ]  
----119 15 . Hair from mold of head s topped up in tree hole runs vi ctim crazy . 
[Norfolk 45 7 : 7 . ) 

11916 . If you are s topp ing up a per s on ' s hair to harm him or her , it mus t  
come from the mold of the head , the vital spot o f  a person ' s b o dy .  [Wilming ton 
171 : 4+85 . ]  

119 17 .  If  you bore a hole in a tree and stop up a person ' s  hair in it , it 
wil l either run the pers on crazy or� of  town . [ For a long time I could no t 
unders tand how hair s topped up in a tree could run a person out o f  town . No thing 
could be more illogical ! Gradually I learned that in tention or wish was more 
power ful than act ion or symbo lism . ]  [Wi lming ton 74 : 3+85 . ] 

119 18 . To kill a person bore a hole in a tree and s top up some o f  his hair . 
[ Deal Island , Md . ,  2 1 : 3 . ) 

119 19 . " Cut couple s t rands out a  her hair s ee ,  and take it to a tree an ' nail 
it up in de tree . S ee .  We ll , dat makes de woman love de man mo ' b et ter . [ Lit
tle Rock, Ark . , (902) , 14 7 4 : 12 . ] 

11920 . I f  you wind a pers on ' s hair around a small nail and drive i t  into a 
t ree , tha t person will have a headache the res t  of his life . [ Frederi cksburg 



- Hoodoo - Conj uration - Wi t chcraft - Rootwork - 42 6 7  

b y  Ediphone . ]  
119 2 1 .  Wrap hair around a nai l ,  drive it into tree when sap is r�s �ng , and 

run hair owner crazy . [ Richmond 3 2 8 : 4 .  119 2 2 . A Z.so Fredericksburg by Ediphone. ] 
119 2 3 . I f  s omeone cuts a hole in a t ree that stands in running water and 

stops up in it some of your hair , you will lose your mind . [Wilmington 269 : 6+85 . ]  
119 24 . You can kill a person b y  airtight ing some of his hair in a small bot

tle and s topping it up in a hole you have b ored in to a tree . [Wilmington 2 28 : 3+ 
85 . ]  

119 25 . " Split point of nail , lay hair in split , drive into tree at bottom, 
runs crazy . "  [ The spli t t ing o f  the point o f  a nai l  here , o f  cour s e ,  is impossi
b le .  Informant is talking here about a wooden peg , which is us ed in many tree 
rites . "At bo t tom" somet imes means exposed root or  beginning of  roo t at bot tom 
of tree . ] [ Richmond 302 : 10 . ] 

11926 . I f  a person buries your hair under the !£2! of a tree on the left
hand s ide as he approaches tree , you will lose  your mind . [Washington , D . C . , 
79 9 : 5 . ] 

1192 7 .  I f  you nail a p erson ' s hair to the lef t  s ide o f  a tree [ the side to 
your lef t as you approach tree ] that person will die with a headache . [Newport 
News 5 02 : 6 . ]  

--

119 28 . Drive victim ' s hair in to the righ t  s ide of  tree a s  you approach i t  
t o  drive vi ctim crazy , but you mus t � a rus ty nai l .  [ Richmond 33 7 : 1 . ] 

11929 . " They tell me , if  a person wanta � you crazy , they kin take a couple 
locks of  your hair , and take a rusty nai l  and drive it � the right hand s ide of 
a tree [ the right side of the tree as you app roach it ] . "  [ Richmond 46 1 : 1 . ] 

119 30 . " Go to the forks of the road where ' s  a tree a t ,  git young girl ' s  
� • • •  the right-hand s ide of the fork • • •  take that hair and drive it in that 
� and it will make her wonder [wander ] away . "  [New Orleans 1142 : 1 . ] 

119 31 . Victim' s hair must b e  s topped up in north side of  tree to run him 
crazy . [Nor folk 4 80 : 5 . ] 

119 32 . Wrap victim' s hair around a nail , name it , drive it  in to the nor th 
side of a tree , and i t  will run vict im crazy after 9 days . [ Richmond 36 7 : 2 . ] 

119 33 .  Go to a swamp and on the nor th s ide o f  a black gum tree bore a hole 
into which you push vict im ' s hair . Then trim a � and gradually drive it into 
the hole , making one b low on the peg and wishing each morning for 9 days . What
ever you wish will happen . [This peg into a hole with one Z.iak on each of 9 
mornings is a common theme in HOODOO. ] [Washington , D . C . , 8 39 : 1 . ] 

119 34 . " They take your hair and they bore a hole in the tree t owards the 
sunrise [hole on east s ide o f  tree ] and they s top the hair up and that would 
kil l you . " [New Orleans 136 6 : 5 . ] 

119 35 . Bore hole on eas t s ide of  tree and s top up person ' s hair to give him 
a headache . [ Richmond 3 33 : 9 . ] 

119 36 . I f  someone carries your hair to a tree early in the morning , j us t  � 
the sun begins to shine on the !£!!, and drives your hair under the bark on the 
eas t side o f  the tree , you will go crazy . [ Fredericksburg by Ediphone . ]  

119 3 7 . I f  you wrap victim ' s hair in a piece o f  paper and nail it into a £!!!:, 
with a new nail a t  sunris e ,  this will give the victim a headache . [Baltimore 
46 : 10 . ] 

119 3 8 .  Lay person ' s hair in hollow o f  a tree or where b irds can find it and 
.ake a nes t , and the lat�will run the person crazy . [ Baltimore 59 : 2 . ] 

119 39 .  To drive a person ' s hair into a tree roo t  runs that person crazy . 
[Fredericksburg by Ediphone . ]  

11940 . " [He ] t ake her hair and t ie in kno t ,  put under root of tree or around 
his neck , make her love hi� [ Richmond 36 4 : 2 . ] 



4268  - Memoirs o f  Alma Egan Hyatt Foundat ion -

119 4 1 .  "You can take the hair and a rus ty nai l ,  wrap the hair around the nail 
and take i t  and drive i t  in a tree • • •  you won ' t live . "  [New Orleans 113 3 : 3 . ] 

11942 . Put hair in fork o f  t ree ; " they ' l l go crazy . " [Here we have the "Y" 
fork of the road where a pers on mus t  choose one of two roads . He goes crazy not 
being abl e  to make a choice . The hair o f  course  is  either nai led into the bot tom 
of the "V" or s t opped up into a ho le b ored there . ]  [Mobi le 9 19 : 2 . ] 

1194 3 .  I f  you thread a needle with a person ' s  hair and drive the needle int o 
a tree , that wil l  give the p erson a headache . [Norfolk 4 76 : 10 . ] 

1194 4 .  On the growing o f  the moon is the proper time to bore a hole into a 
� and to put in to it  victim ' s hair and 9 tenpenny nails . Thi s will run vict im 
crazy in 9 days . [Norfolk 49 1 : 6 . ] 

11945 . Her private hair and hair from the mold of his head , s topped up in a 
tree or in a bo t tle with Hearts Co logne will run the man crazy about her . [Nor
folk 45 7 : 8 . ] 

11946 . A person who s e  hair is s t oppe d  up in a hollow tree wil l go crazy . 
[ Snow Hill 3 : 2 . ] 

119 4 7 . Bore a hole in a rea l green tree [ as the s ap is rising ] , plug up p er
son ' s hair , hit plug once each morning for 9 mornings , and the person will die . 
[Bal timore 62 : 3 . ] 

119 4 8 .  "Nail girl ' s  hair from head in to maple tree . Futher [ farther ]  nail 
it in , more she love you . " [ Richmond 36 4 : 1 . ] 

1194g:--"To run ' em crazy , take [ person ' s ]  hair , go to a oak tree , take a nail 
and drive so it [hair ] up in a [ the ] t ree [ to make owner o f  hair ] crazy and keep 
with headache . "  [Memphis  ( 9 6 0  " excellen t  hoodoo woman" ) 1545 : 4 . ] 

119 50 . Your � thrown in to running water makes you wander . [Washington , 
D . C . , 814 : 3 . ] 

11951 . "They can take hair and throw it overboard with the going-out tide 
and run you away . Well , you leave home then . "  [Elizab eth City 4 7 1 : 7 . ] 

11952 . " I ' ve heard them s ay you can take a s trand of hair and throw it in 
running wa ter and caus e them to go crazy . "  [ Snow Hill 13 : 4 . ] 

119 5 3 . Throw person ' s  � into running water and wish person to lose mind . 
[ Ri chmond 2 90 : 2 . ] 

1195 4 . "They say if you get hold of  your [ someone ' s ]  hair and take it and 
carry and throw it � your left shoulder in [ into ? ] run� water , they say 
it ' ll run you [ the person whose hair you took ] crazy . " [ Ri chmond 380 : 2 . ] 

11955 . Hair thrown into running water : " it ' ll run you into de insane asylum 
or any kind of dest itut ed way . "  [Mob ile 889 : 1 .  ] 

11956-119 6 1 .  I f  you throw a person ' s hair in to running water , it will � 
that person crazy . [Nor folk 465 : 2 ;  Richmond 335 : 6 ;  Snow Hill 12 : 4 ;  Ocean City , 
Hd. , by Ediphone ; Wilmington 165 : 4+85 ; and Fredericksb urg by Ed iphone . This be
lief is known everywhere . ]  

11962 . If you throw a person ' s hair in to running wa ter , that person will go 
there and drown himself . [ Snow Hil l ,  Md . , 11 : 4 . ] 

11963. '�ou wish this spel l  upon a person , throw this hair in [ running ] 
water, and whatever spell • • •  say you wished you [ the other person ] to go blind or 
to lose your aind . Wel l ,  usually they say that the hair will wo rk upon the mind , 
tha"'t"tii'at vould cause you to  lose your senses . "  [You wish spel l  as you throw . ] 
[Kidmood 338 : 2 . 1 

11964 . If you stop up a person ' s hair in a small b ot tle and throw it into a 
tidal river , as t ide comes and goes vict im ' s mind wil l come and go . [Wilmington 
111 : 11+85 . ] 

1.1965 . You may bottle a person ' s hair with heartshorn per[wne [Hearts Co logne ] 
and throw it into running water to run a person crazy . [ That term heartshorn , a 
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mispronunciation for Hearts Co Zogne , gave me trouble until I finally realized 
either some informants could no t pronounce the word cologne or confused it with 
the obsolete pharmaceut ical term hartshorn , that is , spirit of hartshorn. [Wil
mington 2 70 : 5+85 . ] 

11966 . Hair is taken from the left side o f  vict ims head , s topped up in a 
bot tle , and thrown into running water to run a person crazy . [Wilmingto� 
262 : 1+85 . ]  

119 6 7 . I f  you put a person ' s hair in a bo ttle and throw it over your shoulder 
in to running water while curs ing , i t  will � the person intended crazy . [Wil
mington 1 7 2 : 8+85 . ] 

1 19 6 8 .  Put person ' s  hair in b o t tle , s top it up ,  go to running wate r ,  call 
person ' s name 3 t imes , and throw bottle into water to � him or her crazy .  
[Wilmington 12 7 : 1+85 . ]  

1196 9 . You can run a person crazy by s topping up his hair and urine in a 
b o t tle and throwing it into running water . (Wilmington 89 : 1+85 . ]  

119 70 .  To stop up person ' s hair in a bot tle and throw it into running water 
makes him a wanderer . [Wilming ton 250 : 6+85 . ] 

119 7 1 .  S ew up victim' s  hair with concentrated lye and red pepper in a red 
flannel bag, s top up la t ter in a bo ttle , and throw bo t tle into running water to 
run victim crazy . [Wilmington 148 : 5+85 . ]  

1 1 9 72 . A woman goes to the forks o f  a road , makes a cros smark on the ground , 
picks up some o f  the dirt , put s these with a man ' s hair , and buries at her home 
to hold him .  To put him to going she s tops thes e ingredients up into a black 
bo ttle and throws it into  running water . [Memphis 1550 : 8 . ] 

119 7 3 .  Pick a small hole into a � chicken �' remove the raw egg , insert 
a person ' s  hair , toss the eggshell into running water , the person whose hair it 
is will go crazy. [Nor folk 49 2 : 10 . ] 

119 74 . "Cut de hair out chore head and t ie i t  up in a rag and tie a brick 
into it where it ' ll sink . Jus t throw it in�e river and you ' ll always be  
travel in ' • " [ Richmond 390 : 10 . ] 

119 75 . I f  you s top up a person ' s hair with sal t  and pepper in a snuffbox and 
throw i t  in to running water while wishing and then walk away without looking bac� 
you will ei ther run the owner of the hair out of t own or run him crazy . [Memph is 
1545 : 5 . ]  

119 76 . I f  you t ie a person ' s  hair into a handkerchief and throw it in to run
ning water , i t  will run that person crazy . [Petersburg , Va . ,  42 6 : 1 . ] 

119 7 7 .  I f  you tie a person ' s  hair into  a handkerchie f and throw i t  over your 
left shoulder in to-running wa ter , the victim wi ll soon leave that place:--[Peters
burg , Va . , 426 : 6 . ] 

1 19 7 8 .  They split a [at spZinter [ splinter from a fat pine or fat- Zighter 
?ine , stick some o f  vict im' s hair into the split , tie split to hold him there , 
and throw splinter into running water to � victim crazy . [Wilmington 141 : 6+85. ] 

119 79 . If you t ie a person ' s hair in to a rag and t ie the rag to a brick and 
drop the brick into running water , the owner of the hair will always be travel� 
ing . [ Richmond 29 2 : 9 . ] 

119 80 . Lay � in snuffbox with graveyard dirt , tenpenny nails , needles , 
pins , and throw into river ; " run you off . "  [Mobile 883 : 3 . ] 

119 81 . "Get s trand of hair from man and woman , tie these together , throw into 
running water , will separate them i f  they ' re go ing together . "  [ This is a s trange 
piece of magi c ,  t o  tie a man and woman together to separate them ! Yet the inten
tion is more powerful than the symbo lism , and b es ides , running water flows be
�een them . ] [Wi lmington 10 8 : 1+85 . ]  

11982 . If  you b o t tle a person ' s hair with graveyard dirt , cayenne pepper 
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and perfume and throw it into running water , you will run your victim crazy . 
[Wilmington 2 71 : 1+85 . ] 

11983 . Tie 9 kno ts in person ' s  hair and throw into running water , having 
first turned around 9 t imes while wishing victim will never return . [Washing ton , 
D . C . , 83 7 : 2 . ] 

119 84 . They mix your hair with human excremen t ,  add salt and vinegar , and 
throw it into running water before sunup to run you crazy . [Washington , D . C . , 
822 : 3 . ] 

119 85 . Airtight a person ' s  � in a bot tle to make him crazy . [Newport 
News 513 : 2 . ] 

119 86 . Dey git a plait chure hair out de mole [mold ] of  yore haid an ' s top 
i t  up in a bot tle an ' yo ' kin run ' em crazy . Yo ' � kin take dere pic ture an ' 
bury it on de face an ' dat will run ' em crazy , maybe even death . [Memphis , 
2 7 34 : 13 . ] 

119 8 7 . How they run you crazy . They take a s trand o f  your hair , or either 
any kind of it . They s top it  up in a bo t tle tigh t ,  tigh t .  That ' s  all they go t
ta do with that . [New Orleans 1405 : 5 . ] 

119 88 . Take yore hair an ' run yo ' crazy shore [ sure ] . Take yore hair an ' 
stop an ' put it in a bottle , an ' as long as dey keep dat hair intuh a b ottle 
airtight , why it runs yo ' f inely [ finally ] crazy . [ S t .  Pet ersburg,  Fla . , ( 9 9 8) , 
16 14 : 4 . ] 

1 1989-11990 . Your hair buried in a bo ttle will drive you crazy . [ Richmond 
323 : 3 ;  Wilmington 108 : 7+85 . ]  

1 1991 . S top up in a b o t tle for love , hair from the mole [mold ] o f  the head . 
[Wilmington 250 : 2+85 . ]  

--
11992 .  Man ' s hair plaited and s topped up in bot tle b r ings him back .  [Wil

mington 242 : 1+85 . ]  
119 9 3 .  S top up a person ' s hair in a bottl e  and bury it  on a river bank near 

water to � the person crazy . [ Fredericksburg by Ediphone . ] 
1199 4 . To run a person crazy , stop up his hair in a bo t t le and bury it under 

his doorstep so  that the mouth of  the bottle  points towards the hous e .  [Wilmin
ton 119 : 4+85 . ] 

11995 . "You j is '  take your hair [no t  of  one person but of man and �n ] an ' 
put it  in a bo ttle of  perfume , and s top it � and hide it , ££ either throw it 
away . You' ll [ either of  you] be in love wit dem . " [Wilmington 184 : 2+85 . ] 

119 9 6 . I f  you put a person ' s hair in a bottle with Hearts Perfume , the person 
whose hair it  is will love you . [Each hoodoo vender p robably had his own variety 
bearing a lab el with two o r more small red hear ts on it . ] [ Charles ton 606 : 4 . ] 

119 9 7 .  Woman p lats a man ' s  hair , puts it in a bottle of co logne , and he � 
no t go anywhere . [Charleston 5 82 : 2 . ] 

11998 .  To hold p erson ' s love , keep in bottle his or her hair , Adam- and-Eve 
� and Hearts Co logne - 3 ingredients . [Pet ersbur g ,  Va . ,  4"2 2 : 9 . ]  

11999 . For � keep person ' s hair in bo ttle wi th High John de Conkah , love 
£££! or sweet roo t ,  and Hearts Cologne . [Petersbur g ,  Va . ,  42 2 : 1 . ] 

12000 . Hair in bottle with graveyard dirt and perfume draws the owner o f  the 
hair to you . [Wilmington 114 : 6+85 . ]  

12001 .  Your � and graveyard dirt bo t tled and buried under your s tep s will 
give you a headache . [ Richmond 3 75 : 4 . ] 

12002 . I f  your � is bottled and buried , this will run you cra zy . I f  you 
are the doctor working for [ clien t ]  you find the bot tle , break it and burn the 
hair and you [patient ] will re cover . [ Snow Hill 2 : 9 . ] 

----
---rzoo3 . I f  a person cut s up vict im ' s hair , corks up p ieces in a bot tle of  
wa ter , buries bo ttle under vi ctim' s door , these p i e ces will turn into snakes and 
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run the victim crazy . 
[ This term is a rather 
knows so much he needs 
by Ediphone . ] 

The victim can be cured only by finding a "DOUBLE HEAD . "  
rare name for a "TWO-HEAD" or "TWO-HEADER, " a person who 
two heads to hold i t , a hoodoo doctor . ]  [ Fredericksburg 

12004 . If you put hair and snake b lood in a bot tle and add wine , it will 
poison the person who drinks it . [Bal timore , but information from Charlotte 
Co . ,  Va . , 60 : 1 . ] 

12005 . If you b o ttle a person ' s hair with srzai Z-she U p01.tJder and frog p01.tJder , 
you will run your victim crazy . [ Fredericksburg by Ediphone . ]  

12006 . S t op up in a bottle hair from top of person ' s head [ the mold ] with ! 
needles and 9 p ins and � under door . Victim ,  usually a man , cannot leave that 
house permanently . [Washington , D . C . , cylinder number forgo tten . ] 

1200 7 . I f  s omeone bottles your hair and urine with 9 new needles and 9 new 
pins , and buries it , it  will run yo�azy . [ Newport News by Ediphone . ] 

1 2008 .  Hair o f  pers on buried to bring him or her back home . [ New Orleans 
115 8 : 9 . 1 

12009 . She can bury a lock o f  the man ' s hair at the doorstep to make him re
turn home . [Berlin , Md . ,  by Ediphone . ]  

12010 . !!!!£ f rom the mo ld o f  a woman ' s  head is  wrapped in clo th and buried 
at a man ' s doors tep to hold her there or to bring her to his house . [Norfolk 
49 4 : 9 . ] 

12011 . "They could bury your hair [ in the ground ] and that moult chew away . " 
[New Orleans 1145 : 2 . ] 

12012 . Bury hair to � its owner crazy . [Norfolk 448 : 4 . ] 
12013 .  Bury your hair ; give you headaches . [Mobile 9 6 8 : 7 . ] 
12014 . Bury person ' s hair in the ground , pray over i t ,  and " ask evil influ

ence upon this hair that owner will lose his mind . "  [Washington , D . C . 8 38 : 4 . ] 
----12015 . To run you crazy , they bur;:llnder your doorstep : your �' finger
nails , toenails ,  and a piece of a garment you have worn next to your skin [Nor
folk 4 2 7 : 3 . ] 

1 2016 . You can � a person ' s hair with the measure of  his foot track to run 
him crazy .  [ Fredericksburg b y  Ediphone . ]  

12017 . Hair from mo ld o f  head , inner sole of shoe , one tenpenny nail , bury 
at doors tep . That ' ll  make them love you . [Mobile 9 18 : 6 . ] 

12018 . I f  you mix a person ' s hair with sal t  and vinegar and E.!!!!. it , you will 
run him crazy . [Wilmington 216 : 3+85 . ] 

1 2019 . If  you bury a pers on ' s � in graveyard he will lose his mind . 
[Washington , D . C . , 8 38 : 4 . ] 

120 20 . Hair buried in a graveyard will  make you crazy . [Petersburg , Va . , by 
Ediphone . ]  

120 2 1 .  Hair buried in a graveyard runs its owner crazy , or runs him away , 
or make a wanderer o f  him .  [Baltimore 44 : 3 . ] 

120 22 . I f  someone buries your hair in a graveyard , you will never recover 
from the headache it will cause you . [Wilmington 90 : 2+85 . ] 

120 2 3 .  Tie up a person ' s  hair with thread , or cork it  up in a bo ttle , � 
wrap it  up in a piece of  red f lannel ,  and then � it � the foot of  a mean 
person ' s  grave to run crazy the owner o f  the hair . [Wilmington 111 : 8+85 . ]  

12024 . To keep his love , woman takes piece of his clo thes , graveyard dirt , 
soaks them in vinegar and turpentine , wraps tigh t ,  seals i n  j ar ,  and buries 
under steps . [ Richmond 34 1 : 6 . ] 

12025 . Write your [victim ' s ]  � on paper , seal it up with your [victim ' s ]  
hairbrush or comb , bury in graveyard ,  and you [victim] lose your hair . [Wash
ington , D . C . , 8 29 : 9 . ] 



4272 - Memoirs of Alma Egan Hyatt  Foundation -

12026 . To send a man away , wrap up in a rag some of  his hair with 2 needles 
and several pins , and � this package � the bank o f  a river . [Here again we 
have one of  these many rites in which the victim is buried to send him traveling! ] 
[ Fredericksburg by Ediphone . ]  

1202 7 . , They use 9 strands of  your h!!E, sprinkle � and black pepper over , 
and bury : 'you will soon go away , ramb ling and drifting around . "  [Mobile 875 : 5 . ]  

12028 . I heard o f  people taking your hair and put it in a bottle and � 
s trands of  hair , they say ,  and 9 needles and 9 pins . They say they take that 
b o ttle some [ o f ] ' em and bury it under your doors t ep to do you harm. [Wilming
ton 72 : 6+85 . ]  

12029 . " They say they could take your hair and pray over it  for you to die 
on a cer tain date . When that certain date come you ' ll die . "  [ Richmond 45 9 : 4 . ] 

12030 . I f  anyone b urns your hair , you will lose your mind . [ Old Point 
Comfort ,  Va . ,  by E diphone . ]  -- - --

12031 . If  a man ties a piece o f  a woman' s hair around the s tems o f  2 unlight
ed  matches , � this into red f lannel and lays package under her [his ? ] s teps , 
she ' ll soon come to the man doing this . [Richmond 29 8 : 2 . ] 

12032 . A girl may puta man ' s  hair from his head in a [ingezo ring [no t in 
earring ] and � i t  to break him up from ano ther woman . [ Richmond 29 7 : 8 . ] 

12033 . If  a woman b o ils a man ' s  hair in the food he eats , he will be  under 
her control .  [ Jacksonville 751 : 2 . ] 

12034 . A woman seals a man ' s  hair into a litt le hole in the mortar of  the 
fireplace flue to keep him near her . [Elizabeth City 390 : 5 . ] 

12035 . A woman may cut hair from a man ' s  head , put it in a sack , keep it � 
her s ide o f  the bed in the mat tress , and sleep on it  all the t ime for love . 
[Memphis 1560 : 3 . ] 

12036 . Woman wraps s ome o f  man ' s  private hair around a hairpin or two small 
pins , adds graveyard dirt , sews into a bag , and hides it  in the bed . [The 2 
prongs o f  the hairpin or 2 ordinary pins probably symbolize the man and woman 
bound together . ]  [Richmond 3 74 : 3 . ] 

12037 . Hair from her armpit soaked in his whiskey will bring a present from 
him and create love . [ Charleston 5 72 : 4 . ]  

120 38 . " S ometimes , they say ,  that they can take your hair and throw i t  away 
and cause you to go crazy . " [ There are p robably many reasons for this but one 
of the best known is b irds will get your hair and use it in building a nest . ]  
[Elizabeth City 556 : 8 . ] 

120 39 . [They ] " take your hair an ' put it in a snuffbox and put it under the 
doorstep and you can ' t leave ' em . " [Vicksburg 1002 : 13 .  ] 

--

12040 . If  you throw out a person ' s hair so that a b ird can get it  for making 
a nest , that person will have a headache as long as that hair is there . [Rich
mond 384 : 6 . ] 

12041 . Some say the headache of the preceding wil l last only until mat ing 
season is over . [Richmond 334 : 9 . ] 

1204 2 . Either bury person ' s hair or put it over a door  to keep him or her 
from running around. [Wilmington 169 : 4 . ] 

1204 3 .  Woman makes wishes while tying knots in some of man ' s  hair and bury
ing it in the plaster of  her house . [Elizabeth City 406 : 5 . ] 

12044 . Some o f  man ' s hair sewed up in parchment [paper ] and kept in mat tress 
to keep home . [New Orleans 1170 : 4 . ] 

12045 . As a sub s t itute for hair , a woman may use dandruff from his head in 
his coffee or whiskey . He cannot leave here . [Mob ile 9 04 : 4 . ] 

12046 . She can hold his love by wrapping some o f  his hair round 9 needles 
and k!eping it hidden in the bed . [Wilmington 79 : 5+85 . ] 
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1 2047 . You take a p iece of red flannen [ flannel ]  and you dampen that wi th 
kerosene and turpen tine . Then you take a p iece of  John de Conkah and Jockey 

HAND - SIMILAR TO MOJOH OR TOBEY AND OTHER NAMES 
IS ANYTHING FROM LUCK PIECE TO A FETISH THAT IS FED 
HERE IS AN ELABORATE HAND TO KEEP FROM BEING HARMED 
ON PIECE OF NEW BROWN PAPER LAY 3 INGREDIENTS : JOHN 
DE CONKAH - SALTPETER - ANVIL DUST - WRAP TO YOU 

REST PACKAGE ON PIECE OF NEW RED FLANNEL - WRAP TO 
YOU - DAMPEN WITH 3 INGREDIENTS : KEROSENE - TURPENTINE 
JOCKEY CLUB PERFUME - SEW THIS SECOND PACKAGE TO YOU 
WITH A NEW NEEDLE AND NEW NO . 8  THREAD - WISH WHILE 
SEWING - SEW THIS PACKAGE TO A PIECE OF NEW ELASTIC 
WEAR LATTER AS BELT TO PROTECT BEING HARMED BY HOODOO 

CZub [perfume ]  and a 
piece of sal tpe ter . 
(Jockey CZub pePfume ? )  
Ye s ,  Jockey CZub , and 
then you take all that 
and you pu t it into a 
lit tle new p iece of 
paper , but I mean brown 
paper . Put it  onto the 
b rown paper first and 
then put it in - put the 
d evi l ' s - annimum [ an
vi l ]  dus t .  Put annimum 

dus t in there with i t . And then wrap i t  up in that brown paper [b rown pap er for 
black person , whi te paper for whi te person is the rule ] . Wrap it to you . Wrap 
i t  right to you . And then pu t i t  in a b rand-new piece of  ' las tic [ e las tic ] . And 
then you get a new spool of  No . 8  thread , and then you wrap that good . You wrap 
it to you . S ee ,  you wrap it  to you . See , that ' s b ringing you luck . Jus t wrap 
it to you . And then you ge t  you a new needle that you ' ve never used - out o f  a 
new case [package ] .  And then you us e that b rand-new thread and you sew i t  to 
you , you know , and make your wishes . You sew i t  to you .  And then you takes that 
[package ] and tacks it onto your [ e las tic ] b e l t . You know , that piece of [ red ] 
flannen , you know , and you put that kerosene and turpentine on there , and then 
you put i t  round your wais t ,  j us t  wear righ t  round your wais t r i ght next to your 
.eat . That ' s to keep anybody from harming you . 

( I  see . )  
Annimum - an-n-
(Wai t a minu te - annimum dus t . ) [ I  am making a final e ffort to  record th is 

vord correctly . Anim and various things until later in New Orleans I knew it was 
anvil dus t . ] [Mobile , Ala . , (679) , 9 7 2 : 5 . ] 

12048 . A woman , she loved a man , an ' a ,  you know , de man kina rule huh an ' she 
cou ldn ' t  rule ' im so good . So  she went an '  g i t  a hand to make ' im do as she said 

:CCTOR RUBS WOMAN ' S  HAND WITH A SPECIAL SUBSTANCE 
1HAT MADE HER OWN HAND A HAND SHE COULD RUB ANY 
TIME SHE WANTED TO CONTROL THIS MAN SHE LIVED WITH 

do . An ' evrey time de man , 
y ou know , would go to leave 
de house , she ' d  j is ' rub huh 
[ own] hand lak dat , j is '  huh 
hand , an '  rub lak dat . An '  

dat man could be  t o  de road gwoin ' [ go ing way ] an ' he would have to turn back . 
An '  when she ' d  s ee him turn b ack , she ' d  go an ' lay down acrost  de bed , an ' de man 
would come an ' lay righ t  acros t de b ed an ' couldn ' t leave huh . She had huh hand 
�ssed to dat effeck . She keep i t  un ' neat ' huh b ed ma t tres s . An ' evrey time 
she ' d  want dis man to do lak she siys , she j is ' go an ' lay down on dat bed , you 
see , an ' rub her hand [which was a hand] an ' he couldn ' t go . [ This is my only 

example o f  such original and b rilliant thinking ! ]  [Wilmington , N .  Car . , (190) , 
93 : 1+85 . ]  

12049 . I f  ah was cooking fo ' 
in f ood lak dat . If  dey [woman ] 

yo ' ,  why ah would use de daid skin o ff de han ' s 
was making up b read in d ey [her ] han ' s  an '  rub 

OIICE AGAIN PERSON ' S  HAND BECOMES A HAND 

I see . ) [Waycross , Ga . ,  (10 6 7 ) , 17 26 : 7 . ] 

de d aid skin o f f a  de han ' s ,  an '  dat 

would [ gain] his influence . 
( Their [his ] love - in love mat ters . 
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1 20 50 . [ I  ho ld in my hand and will at tach to this manus crip t an original 
notation made in 19 3 7  while transcrib ing cylinders recently recorded at Wilming

A HAND TO FIND AND KEEP A JOB 
ton , Nor th Carolina . Al l these trans crip tions 
are pencil wri tten so that I could reduce the 
number of playbacks . Here is the brief no ta

tion : " 50¢ for (hoodoo) b ag to ge t j ob .  Tel . ( Te lediphone cylinder No . )  221 
(+85 ) . Wil . (Wilmington) No . 227 (informants number) . "  As you know , this hoodoo 
material of  mine was co llected out in the field , in the homes and hotels of 
b lack people during the Great Depression . Le t no one tell you B lack people 
preferred the meager dole to a j ob . There mus t be  200 rites in HOODOO for ge t
t ing or keeping a j ob !  That price 50¢ also shows the s carcity of money . ]  

1 205 1 .  " That ' s what they cal l ,  giving them a hand, a lucky bag . " [Berlin , 
Md . ,  informant No . ll ,  by Ediphone . ]  

1 205 2 .  "A hand [ is ]  made in the shape of a hand , no t of metal [ the lat ter 
sometimes called Hand of Fatima ] "  and s ome times a hand drawn on paper , � a 
person ' s own hand traced . [ Richmond , Va . ,  ( 361) , 29 7 : 2 . ] 

12053 . " I t ' s  some th ing mos tly in the shape of a heart , but what ' s  in i t  I 
don ' t know . This is a hand for good luck . Mos t  of those I have seen are made 
ou t of red flanne l [ this is merely the covering or clo th b ag ] . [ For heart-shaped 
hand see No . l9 9 5 , p . 5 86 , v . l  and elsewhere . ]  [Ber lin , Md . , informant No . l l ,  
firs t after New York City , by Ediphone . ]  

1205 4 .  I was about eigh teen years o ld .  So ones t 
teller tel l me somebody trying to do somepin to me . 

RED-FLANNEL HAND - FORTUNETELLER $5 . 00 - RABBIT FOOT 

[ once ] I had a o le fortune
She could s top i t ,  i f  I give 

her five dollars . S o  I 
didn ' t have but three dol
lars . And my s tepbrother 

was with me and said , " I ' ll lend you the o ther two , Andy . "  So  I give her five 
do llars . Well , it wasn ' t  more than about a few weeks I los t i t .  ' Twas to be 
kep t in my right-hand ves t  pocke t .  

(What did i t  look like ? )  
Long as my finger . She called i t  a rabb i t  foo t ,  but I don ' t know what was in 

i t [ the b ag ] ; but it was abou t the size of my finger , in red flanne l !  [Princess 
Anne , Md . , ( 128) , 42 : 3 . ]  

1 2055 . "My mo ther s aid if you find a hand that anyone put down for you , take 
it to the river and throw i t  in swi ft running water . "  [ Fredericksburg , Va . ,  
( 5 3) , by E diphone . ] 

1 2056 . I have always heard the o lder people say that , i f  someone comes to 
your house and you don ' t want them back again , you make a hand for them and put 

TO STOP AN UNWELCOME VISITOR - PUT A HAND UNDER DOOR 
IF VISITOR CROSSES STEPS AGAIN HE WILL HAVE INSECTS 
UNDER SKIN OR LAMENESS FOR LIFE - THE PROBLEM HERE 
A DIFFICULT ONE NEEDS DOCTOR AND PERHAPS ACCOMPLICE 

i t  under your doors tep . 
And if this person crosses 
your doors tep again , he 
wi ll have some affliction 
put upon them [him ] . That 
afflic tion is ei ther in 

the form of some ins ect in the skin or lameness  for the res t  of their [his ] life , 
unles s  you [ no t  you but the unwanted vis itor ] find the person who put this hand 
under the doors tep . I f  they [you ] confess  to it , th at will take that af flic tion 
o f f  o f  them [ victim] . I don ' t know how they p repare that hand . [ Fredericksburg , 
Va . ,  No . 46 ,  by Ediphone . ]  

1 2057 . In case i f  s ometime a man an' wife is confused , yo '  know , lak some 
confusion in de family . Some kinda dissatis faction an ' wanta bring peace an ' 
harmony , den if  yo ' kin git a lock of  de man ' s  hair or a lock of  de woman ' s hair , 
an ' go tuh de graveyard an ' git s ome graveyard dus t . An ' den git some o f  de dus t 
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of dere ins teps of dey individuals ' fee t ,  see . 
(Where they walk in the ground , their track ? )  
Yes , whe ther dey bared feet or whether dey have on shoes , j es '  so it ' s  from 

de ins tep of  dey fee t .  An ' dey gi t s ome sulphur an ' some brimstone an' mix all 

HAND BURIED AT DOORS TEP TO BRING PEACE INTO FAMILY 
HAIR FROM MAN AND WOMAN - DIRT FROM THE FOOT TRACK 
INSTEP OF EACH - GRAVEYARD DIRT - SULPHUR - BRIMSTONE 
MIX - SEW UP INTO FLANNEL - ADD FEW DROPS OF CAMPHOR 
TO KEEP IT ALIVE - BURY THIS HAND AT DOOR FOR PEACE 

up . Beat dat brims tone 
tuhge thah fine an' mix 
all dose tuhgethah . Sew 
it up intuh a flannen 
rag - cloth . Sew it up 
good an ' tigh t ,  an' yo ' 

kin drop a few drops of 
camphor ; dat ' s tub keep it alive , quicken i t . An ' j es '  put dat roun ' de  do ' s tep , 
bury i t  two or  three inches in de earth . An ' dat ' ll b ring peace in de home . 

CEDAR BUSH POUNDED UP AND SPRINKLED ON HANDWRITING 
WILL CAUSE WRITER ' S  HANDS TO BE AFFLICTED - PALSY 

[ Florence , S .  Car . , (1295) , 
2196 : 1 . 1 
1205 8 .  Dey ' l l go an' 
dey ' l l git some kinda 

somepin dey call cedar b ush , an ' dey pound up dat an ' dey sprinkle some of dat 
on yore han ' writin ' . An ' dey tell me dat ' ll cause yore han ' to be af flicted 
kinda-lak , s ay poisoned-lak yo ' have palsy han ' s .  

(You say a cedar bush ? )  
Yessuh . 
(Do they use the bark or what? Or the leaves ? )  
The leaves . Pound up de leaves . 
(Any cedar bush? ) 
Yessuh , j es '  de cedar bush dat grow out in de woods . [ S umter , s .  Car . , 

(1378) , 2448 : 2 . ] 
12059 . To separate man and woman , ge t one o f  their handwri tings - handwriting 

from one of them . On this le t te r  write their names toge ther , cut it up with 
scissors as fine as possib le , throw into fire , and make an "ugly wish" : to die , 
to go away , to s eparat e ,  etc . [Memphis , (965 , woman , excellent ,  from N .  Car . , 
her material los t except  for a few resume ' s . ] 

12060 . Burn person ' s  handwriting, if  in pencil ; burn a little each morning 
for 9 mornings to bring back ; to leave [ t o  send away or keep away ] � in ..2. 
evenings . [Memphis ,  ( 9 6 2) , 155 1 : 12 . ] 

1 206 1 . To burn up the let ter  makes wri ter nervous . [ Ri chmond 304 : 7 . ] 
1 206 2 .  Handwri ting o f  a let ter burned to make writer nervous . [Wilmington 

170 : 6+85 . 1 
1206 3 .  They burn your let ter and make wishes to cause your hand to tremble 

[paralysis ] .  [Elizabe th City 403 : 8 . ] 
12064 . In a p iece o f  clo th [puts your handwrit ing ]  and ties i t  up , and dey 

will put [ shut i t ]  up an ' you wil l wanta go and you can ' t go:--I t ' ll keep you 
tied dere all de time and h i t ' ll make you go out your mind too . 

(Your handwri ting . I s ee . )  [ Charles ton 555 : 7 . ] 
12065 . I f  you carry a person ' s handwriting in your pocke t 9 days , that � 

� will "study about chah . "  [Wilmington 116 : 3+85 . ]  
12066 . Handwri ting is � in shoes to bring person back . [Elizabeth City 

-'03 : 9 .  1 
12067 . Handwriting thrown into running water or the ebbing tide runs you 

..ay .  [ E lizabeth City 403 : 9 . ] 
12068 . Well , dey say dat yo ' kin take a dog livah an ' grind i t  up an '  take 

aa.e cow has le t . 
(You mean dung? Manure ? )  
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of dere ins teps of dey individuals ' fee t ,  see . 
(Where they walk in the ground , their track? ) 
Yes , whe ther dey bared feet or whether dey have on shoes , j es '  so it ' s  from 

de ins tep of dey fee t .  An' dey gi t some sulphur an ' some brims tone an' mix all 

HAND BURIED AT DOORSTEP TO BRING PEACE INTO FAMILY 
HAIR FROM MAN AND WOMAN - DIRT FROM THE FOOT TRACK 
INSTEP OF EACH - GRAVEYARD DIRT - SULPHUR - BRIMSTONE 
MIX - SEW UP INTO FLANNEL - ADD FEW DROPS OF CAMPHOR 
TO KEEP IT ALIVE - BURY THIS HAND AT DOOR FOR PEACE 

up . Beat dat brims tone 
tuhgethah fine an' mix 
all dose tuhgethab . Sew 
it up intuh a flannen 
rag - clo th . Sew it up 
good an ' tigh t ,  an' yo ' 
kin drop a few drops of 

camphor ; dat ' s  tuh keep it alive , quicken i t .  An ' j es ' put dat roun ' de do ' step , 
bury i t  two or three inches in de earth . An' dat ' ll b ring peace in de home . 

CEDAR BUSH POUNDED UP AND SPRINKLED ON HANDWRITING 
WILL CAUSE WRITER' S HANDS TO BE AFFLICTED - PALSY 

[ Florence , S .  Car . , (1295) , 
219 6 : 1 . ] 
1205 8 . Dey ' ll go an ' 
dey ' l l gi t some kind a  

somepin dey call cedar b ush , an ' dey pound up dat an ' dey sprinkle some of dat 
on yore han ' writin ' . An' dey tell me dat ' ll cause yore han ' to be af flic ted 
kinda-lak , say poisoned-lak yo ' have palsy han ' s .  

(You say a cedar bush? ) 
Yessuh . 
(Do they use the bark or what? Or the leaves ? )  
The leaves . Pound up de leaves . 
(Any cedar bush? ) 
Yes s uh ,  j es ' de cedar b ush dat grow out in de woods . [ S umter , s .  Car . , 

(1 378) , 24 48 : 2 . ] 
12059 . To separate man and woman, ge t one of their handwri tings - handwriting 

from one of them . On this le tter write their names toge ther , cut it up with 
scissors as fine as poss ib le , throw into fire , and make an "ugly wish" : to die , 
to go away , to  separate , e tc .  [Memphis , ( 9 65 , woman , exce llent , from N .  Car . , 
her ma terial los t excep t for a few resume ' s . ] 

1 2060 . Burn person ' s handwriting , if in penci l ; b urn a little each morning 
for 9 mornings to bring back ; to leave [ to send away or keep away ] b urn in 1 
evenings .  [Memphis , ( 9 6 2) , 155 1 : 1 2 . ] 

1 206 1 .  To burn up the let ter makes wri ter nervous . [Ri chmond 30 4 : 7 . ] 
1 206 2 .  Handwri ting of a let ter burned to make writer nervous . [Wilmington 

170 : 6+85 . ]  
1206 3 .  They burn your le t ter and make wishes to cause your hand to tremble 

[paralys is ] .  [Elizabe th City 403 : 8 . ] 
1 206 4 . In a p iece o f  clo th [puts your handwrit ing ] and ties it up , and dey 

vill put [ shut i t ] up an ' you will wanta go and you can ' t go:--I t ' ll keep you 
tied dere all de time and hit ' l l  make you go out your mind too . 

(Your handwri ting . I s ee . ) [ Charles ton 555 : 7 . ] 
' 12065 . I f  you carry a person ' s handwri ting in your po cke t  9 days , that per

� will " s tudy abou t  chah . 1 1  [Wilmington 116 : 3+85 • ] 
12066 . Handwri ting is � in shoes to bring person back . [Elizabe th City 

403 : 9 . ] 
1206 7 . Handwri ting thrown into running water or the ebb ing tide runs you 

a&ay . [ E lizabe th Ci ty 40 3 : 9 . ] 
1206 8 . Well,  dey say dat yo ' kin take a dog livah an ' grind it up an' take 

some cow has le t . 
(You mean dung? Manure ? )  
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No , no t de manure . Take de cow has le t somewhere . De has le t from de l ivah o f  
a cow - d e  has le t [ t rans cr iber ge ts i t  righ t again ] . An ' dis do g livah , see , an ' 

HASLET : THIS WORD TROUBLED AUTHOR AND TRANSCRIBER 
AT LEAS T I LEARNED WHY SOME PEOPLE BARK LIKE DOGS 
ALSO DOG HAS NO HASLET : HEART-LIVER-ETC . FOR FOOD 

grind i t  up into a meal or 
ei ther chip i t  up where it 
come tuh be fine , an ' mix i t  
i n  with this dog l ivah . See, 
an ' fix it  as a food . See . 

Wel l ,  de ones dat yo ' don ' t like or somepin lak dat , dey eat an ' dey ' ll come tuh 
bark j es '  lak a dog .  [ Fayet teville , N. Car . , ( 1415 ) , 245 9 : 9 . ]  

1 2069 . Now i f  a � gits drownded , yo ' take some of his near-wearin ' p ieces 
or his hat an ' throw it in , an ' wherevah he ' s  at , dose clothes no t gain ' sink 
till dey git dere . [Memphis 15 18 : 7 . ] 

1 20 70 . Dey say dey kin bury yore hat an ' it will kill yo ' , make yo ' suffer 
wi th headaches an ' things . [Algiers ( 15 84)  295 3 : 2 . ] 

1 20 7 1 .  A woman can wear for love the hat bow f rom the man ' s hat . [ Deal 
Is land 24 : 4 . ] 

1 20 7 2 .  A hat b ow is carried in a b o t tle of Blue Moon Perfume for  love . 
[Wilmington 106 : 5+85 . ]  

120 7 3 . Woman wearing hat b ow makes man s tay home . [Richmond 30 2 : 3 . ] 
120 7 4 . I f  a woman wears a man ' s hat bow ,  he can ' t s tay away from her . [Balt

imore 5 1 : 6 . ]  
120 75 . Ha t bow from man' s hat , a woman kin dress it with chamb er lye 3 times 

a day an ' carry [wear ] • • •  that will keep them [him ] . [Lit tle Ro ck 146 8 : 7 . ] 
120 7 6 . Hat bow in b o t tle of co logne for love is kep t somewhere or worn . 

[Wilmington 24 3 : 3+85 . ]  
1 20 7 7 . Your hat b ow worn next to her skin makes you love her . [ Richmond 

318 : 4 . ] 
120 78 .  Dey tell me dat a woman kin take dat bow an ' wear i t  in her clo thes , 

take i t  an ' put i t  in her clo thes an ' that wo uld take yore mind right along wi th 
her all de t ime . [Wilson , near cylinder 2665 containing same info rmant 149 7 . ]  

----12079 . Wear it  - a man ' s hat b ow - on their neck . Tie it � in a sock , an ' 
they cain ' t fool around . [Wilmington ( 265 ) 184 : 6 . ] 

12080 . A man ' s ha t bow worn on her ne ck or S makes the man love her . 
[Wilmington 115 : 2+85 . ]  

1 2081 . Hat bow in b o t tle o f  perfume worn about ne ck draws men . [Wilmington 
114 : 9+85 . ]  

1 2082 . Take dat b ow ou ta de back o f  a man ' s hat an ' we t it  wit Heart Co logne 
an ' wear it roun '  her neck an ' gain him . 

(What will that do ? )  
HAT BOW - HEARTS COLOGNE - ABOUT WOMAN ' S NECK Keep him home . [Wi lson , N .  Car . , 

(149 9 ) , somewhere near cylinder 
26 6 7  which con tains material by 
149 9 . ] 
120 83 . Right next to dere close 
garment . 
( That little bow out o f  a man' s 

WOMAN WEARS MAN ' S HAT BOW UNDER HER ARM hat • ) 
Ri ght  next to ' em underneath de 

arm. Make yo ' love each o thah , yore love won ' draw away . It b ecome closer . 
[Wilson , N .  Car . , ( 1 486) , 2660 : 9 . ] 

12084 . HAT BOW CAN BE WORN IN BRASSIERE OR UNDERSLIP FOR LOVE . [Wilmington 
168: 1 . ]  

-

12085 . A hat bow is worn under her brass iere for love . [ Richmond 331 : 1 1 . ] 
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1 2086 . A woman wears hat bow o n  lef t  b reas t for love . [Wilmington 7 2 : 3+85 . ]  
1 2087 . Woman wears man ' s hat bow on her wais t ,  "he ' l l  do anything you tell 

him . " [New Orleans 1113 : 10 . ] 
1 20 88 . Woman wears hat bow around her wais t to keep man . [ Jacksonville 

751 : 4 . ] 
1 2089 . Hat bow worn around wais t for love . [ Vicksburg 1001 : 11 . ] 
1 2090 . From inside de hat , said dey takes dat bow out ' side [ inside] of de 

ha t an ' wear i t .  Sew it up in a piece o f  clo th ,  a-piece of new homespun, an '  
tie i t  roun ' yore wais t an ' wear dat . Dat will keep de man wit yuh . [Waycross , 
Ga . ,  ( 1102) , 17 76 : 6 . ] 

1 2091 . Ah heard dat de women could take dat  bow out o f  yore hat an ' take it 
an ' put it in salt an ' pepper an ' s ome kind of  perfume [ 3  ingredients ] .  An '  den 
yo ' [man ] would j es '  be righ t  wid dem always , j es '  love ' em .  

(Wha t would she do with that bow a f ter  she go t it? ) 
Take i t  an ' wear i t  round her wais t .  [Waycross , Ga . ,  1718 : 8 . ] 
1 209 2 .  "You kin put graveyard dus t in dat [hat bow ]  and two or three drops 

of  cologne and wear dat round your wais t . "  [Norfolk 49 2 : 1 3 . ] 
1209 3 .  "They take tha t little bow and wear i t  near de skin round de wais t • • •  

on de left side neares t to de heart • • •  round about de belt where it ' ll keep warm 
all de time . And they keep that saturated in their you-reen [ urine ] and Hearts 
Co Zogne and make wishes . [E lizabeth City 402 : 6 . ]  

12094 . Woman wears man ' s hat bow on s eat of  her b loomers . "Don ' t care how 
dir ty it gi ts when she change her b loomers , don ' t change dat piece , don ' t  wash 
it • • •  dat ' ll keep him . " [Li ttle Rock 1475 : 2 . ]  

12095 . Woman pinned boy ' s  hat b ow "in her inside of her b loomers right at her 
cro tch and she wore that , and the boy couldn ' t  ge t away from her . "  [Wilmington 
171 : 1 2+85 . ] 

1 2096 . Take da t an ' wear i t  in de seat o f  yore bloomers an ' he ' l l be crazy 
about chew - de little bow out de back o f  de hat . [Memphis 15 30 : 16 . ] 

1 209 7 .  "They take i t  [hat bow ]  and pin it in the seat of their teddies an ' 
they s ay that ' s  to keep ' em [ a  man ] . [ Jacksonville 765 : 9 . ] 

1 20 98 . Hat bow can be worn on her s lip for love . [Washington , D . C . , 79 7 : 7 . ] 
1209 9 . Yo ' kin take dat lit tle bow an ' tie i t  roun ' yore laig , an '  wear i t ,  

an ' � i t  j es '  long as yo ' live , an ' yo ' always have f riends wit de girl . 
[Wilson 26 70 : 13 . ] 

1 2100 . " I f  she wants him back she git de bow out o f  his hat • • •  put i t  in her 
garters . "  [ Jacksonville 764 : 7 . ] 

12101 . "Git da t [hat bow ]  • • •  females have garters , you know , and in dey garters 
dey go t a li ttle lining ins ide dere gar ters . Well,  dey take dat and sew it [hat 
bow ]  inside dere garters , and dat make a man marriage ' em,  make him wan ' a follow 
' em . "  [ Charles ton 608 : 9 . ]  

1 210 2 .  "You take that bow and you take some hair out of  his head , and take 
that bow and � it up on a pair of red garters , and wear that around your leg , 
and pu t some Hearts Co Zogne on it and that will keep ' im . " [ Norfolk 5 25 : 7 . ]  

1210 3 . A woman kin take that [man ' s hat bow ]  an ' sew that up in her gartah , 
you see . You unders tand , sew that up in her gar tah an ' put it  in a j ar ,  an' pour 

perfume on it , understand, 
PERFUME AND URINE ON HAT BOW - SEWED TO HER GARTER an ' a little of  her chamber 

Zye . An ' sew it up ,  you 
know, on the inside an ' put it  in her gartah , an ' wear it aroun ' her leg . 

(This bow out o f  his hat ? )  
This bow out o f  his hat . That ' ll hold ' im .  [Memphis , Tenn . , ( 960) , 1545 : 6 . ] 
12104 . I ' ve heard ' em talk about they kin even git de bow out chore hat . 
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Jis ' like a girl got a boy friend and she love him and he don ' t love her . And 
she want him and he don ' t want her , she kin 

SHE WEARS HIS HAT BOW IN HER SHOE git a chance to tear de bow out his hat and 
wear it in her shoe - in her shoe , see -

that ' ll run him crazy [ about her ] . [ Richmond , Va . ,  ( 349) , 390 : 7 . ] 
1 2 105 . Hear dey take de bow out o f  a man ' s  hat . Take de b ow out o f  man ' s 

hat an ' vear it in de toe o f  dere shoe an ' dat wil l make ' em leave town . [This 
looks more like holding 

WOMAN WEARS MAN ' S HAT BOW IN SHOE - KEEPS HIM WALKING a man , but intention is 
everything . That bow 

in h er shoe is a walking bow .  It keeps him walking . ]  
(Wel l ,  who would do that , primarily? ) 
De woman would take de bow out o f  a man ' s ha t .  [Norfo lk ,  Va . ,  (465) , 45 8 : 3 . ] 
1 2 106 . I would get me a tie , this bow tie off  of  a man ' s  hat , and cut tin ' a 

piece out o f  his drawers ,  and takin' s ome of  his minis tration [ semen ] and s ti ckin' 

HIS HAT BOW - PIECE OF HIS DRAWERS - HIS MTNIST�TION 
IN HIS RIGHT SHOE - HER MENSTRUAL BLOOD IN HIS FOOD 
ONE OF 2 TIMES MTNIST�ION [MENSTRUATION ] FOR MAN 

it in his sho e ,  his right 
shoe , and that ' ll make a 
man love you or s tay with 
or be good to you . And 
when you put it in his 

righ t  sho e ,  you take some of your minis tra tion [mens trual blood ] and a lit tle 
clo th , and hold it over a clo th ,  and po ' [pour ]  water over it [preceding clo th 
ac ts as s trainer ] ;  and i f  he drinks coffee or tea , put i t  in tha t . And that ' ll 
make him love you . You do bo th that together : let him drink i t . Wear i t  [hat 
bow ]  in your shoe . And the time he wears those shoes out , he ' s  fixed [hoodooed ] 
for you then . [Wilmington , N .  Car . , ( 26 8) , 189 : 2+85 . ]  

1 2 10 7 . "Take de b ow out o f  a man ' s ha t an ' wear i t  in dere s tockin ' wit 
whi te lodes tone • • •  dey al l worried tuh git where you at . " [Lit tle Rock 146 2 : 6 . ]  

1 2 108 . Woman wears man ' s hat bow on her s to cking or princess  s lip .  "Keeps 
him tuh home . "  [Li ttle Rock 1466 : 12a . ] 

1 2109� woman can wear a hat bow in her s tocking for love . [Jacksonville 
791 : 9 . ] 

12110 . "Wimmins wear it [hat b ow ]  righ t  under dere s tocking - in dere s tock
ing - some of  ' em wear i t  right under dere fee t . "  [Jacksonville 78 7 : 3 . ] 

1 2 111 . "They wear that [hat bow ] in the bottom o f  the shoe • • •  make you care 
moh for them an ' don ' t have no t much use fuh nobody e lse . "----r:lacksonville 76 7 :  12 . ]  

12112 . For love a woman wears the man • s hat b ow in her shoe . [Wilmington 
16 7 :  2+85 . ]  

12113 . 
838 : 7 . ] 

Woman wears a man ' s  hat bow in her shoe for love . [Washing ton , D . C . , 

1 2 114 . A woman can contro l a man by wearing the hat bow from his hat in her 
shoe . [ Charles ton 608 : 10 . ] 

--1 2115 . Dey tel l me dat de b ow be ' s  in de b ack o f  his hat , dat f lat lil ' bow ,  
[ take ] an ' wear i t  i n  dere sho�an ' make him like yo ' - care mo ' fo ' yo ' . 
[Fayet teville 25 19 : 15 . ] 

12116 . Woman wears man ' s  hat bow in her shoe "to make you crazy for them 
[her ] • " [New Or leans 1 18 2 :  1 .  ] 

-- ---

12117 . A hat bow for love mus t  be worn in the lef t  shoe . [ Richmond 29 2 : 6 . ] 
12118 . Hat bow worn for-love mus t come from left shoe . [Wilmington 129 : 6+85 . ]  
12119 . A woman s ews up man ' s hat b ow and his hair in a piece of flanne l -

"f1annin suppose to be the bes t kin ' a rag to use "  - and wears in her shoe for 
luck. [Richmond 296 : 2 . ]  

--

--1-2120 . You should keep a hat bow shut up for awhile in a b o t tle wi th cologne 
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and witch hazel and then wear it  in your shoe for love . [Wilmington 133 : 3+85 . ]  
1212 1 .  A woman can take a man'S hat bowan '  • • • "10 new needles an' 3 new pins 

an' his name , an ' wear that in the bottom of your [her ] left sho e ;  an ' everywhere 
you [ she ] go at , he gon ' a come lookin'  fer yuh [her . "  [New Orleans 1101 : 4 . ] 

1212 2 .  S leep wi th the bow from a man' s  ba t under your bead 9 nights " to win 
you a boy friend . "  [Wilmington 194 : 3+85 . ]  

1 2 123 . Soak a man ' s  ha t bow in cologne and lay i t � the door for l£!!. . 
[Wilmington 231 : 4+85 . ]  

1 2124 . If  you tie a man' s  hat bow up in a piece of  new homespun and put it  
up � the door-facing , he wil l do what you want . [Wilmington 112 : 7+85 . ] 

1 2 125 . Bury a man ' s  hat b ow ;  he won ' t leave home . [Lit tle Rock 1459 : 13 . ] 
12126 . Bury dat bow wi t dif f ' ren' things in it , sech as peppah an ' first  one 

ole s tuff an ' den ano thah . 
(Keep them wi th the headache ? )  
Keep ' em with a headache . [Algiers , La . , 1954 : 10 . ] 
12127 . Bury man ' s  hat bow under doors tep "keeps him at home . 11 [Lit tle Rock 

1466 : 12b . ] 
12128 . (What does she do ? ) 
She ge ts some s tee l dus t .  
(And what does she take ? )  
The bow out o f  your hat . And she mix i t  with this bow and this s tee l dus t 

together . And she put i t  right in the front of  your ba t thataway . She slips 
it  back in there . S ee ,  when you perspire , why the s tee l  dus t will run with i t  

HAT BOW - STZEL DUST ON - PERSPIRATION BLINDS 

HAT BOW - MAN ASKS WOMAN TO REMOVE FROM HIS HAT 
NORMALLY THIS WOULD MEAN HE WAS SEEKING HER LOVE 
BUT HE ASKS ITS RETURN - TAKES IT TO GRAVEYARD 
PICKS UP QUICKLY RECENT GRAVE DIRT - PUTS IT ON 
BOW SHE WHO HAD DESERTED HIM HAD TOUCHED - FREED 

and go into your eyes . 
(What will that do ? )  
Run you blind . [New Orleans , 
La . ,  ( 838) , 1260 : 7 . ]  
12129 . If  you don ' want her 
no mo ' , after  she come back 
to yuh [ she have lef t you ] -
if yo ' don ' wan ' her no mo ' , 
so ' s  [=  so as ] yo ' kin [ ge t ] 
control [of ] yo ' self - [you] 
kin git dis bow heah [he 
points to my hat with micro-
phone on interviewing tab le ]  

out de hat .  A- tall [at  all = whatever you do ] don ' chew take i t  [out ] . Yo '  
tell her , say , 1 1Ah wanta see dis bow heah , " lak dat . S ay yo ' wanta see dis bow .  
An '  lak yo ' wan ta s ee d e  bow ,  yo ' put de bow in your han ' . An' when she put de 
bow in yore han ' [after she remove it from the hat ] , yo ' goes right to a white
folks graveyard - or a colored-folks graveyard - an ' git a han' fula dirt lak dat . 
Don' git i t  from somebody [who ] was b uried dere yes terday [ or ] lak day ' fore dat . 
Lemme show yo ' now . [ Informant demons trates on the floor of the interviewing 
room . ]  Yo ' kin pick up de dirt lak dat . Quick ! Don ' le t nobody see yo ' pick 
it up . An ' put it anywhere in yuh pocke t .  Ain ' t go tta put it in no papah . All 
right . Den yo ' come back [home ] . Yo ' take dat bow an ' yo ' set  an' yo ' sprinkle 
it (with the graveyard dirt ] .  Unders tand ? [He sprinkles graveyard dirt on a 
hat bow her hand had touched . ]  I f  she go t a $1000 , she ' l l pay yuh to make her 
husband take her back . But yet , he don ' want huh , don ' want huh no mo ' . [Savan
nah, Ga . , (1273) , 2154 : 4 . ] 

12130 . Yo ' know whut yo ' kin do wi t dis bow a ' gin .  Wel l , yo ' kin take dis 
bow heah yo ' unders tand [again he re fers to my hat on interviewing table ] .  An '  
yore wife will j ump off  today or tomorrow an ' marry to de othah man . Two yeahs 
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yo ' livin ' wit her , see . She don ' mean yo ' no good . She leave a li ttle out . 
Look heah , she leave a lit tle out dis high . Yo ' know dis top , dat high on yo ' .  

MAN ' S  HAT BOW THROWN INTO RUNNING WATER BY WOMAN 
Say ,  dat ah ' m  yore bro thah . 
Ah ke tch yo ' an ' take dat . 
Unders tand , see . Yo ' take 

dat b ow lak ah tell yo ' ,  lak dis heah . Unders tan ' , goes right  tuh de rivah . 
Ah don ' t mean no s top-watah , ah mean runnin '  watah - dat be goin ' , runnin ' 
' long lak dat .  An ' she ' ll run yo ' off , right on down [ to the sea ] . Well , when 
yo ' git  tired , yo ' don ' t wanta run so far , cause yo ' don ' know where dey s top . 
Dat bow may s top at de sea . [ Savannah , Ga . ,  ( 12 7 3) , 2155 : 5 . ] 

12131 . (Well ,  where do they pu t this bow then? Where do they put this bow? ) 
Wel l ,  some time a person take dat bows an ' tote it in dey pocke t  fer a length 
o f  time . S ee ,  den dey go neah dis hickory bone [ ? ] roo t • • • •  

HAT BOW - THEY CAN LINGER YOU WITH THAT - TO KEEP YOU 
FROM GOING CRAZY A HOODOO DOCTOR WILL USE RED PEPPER 
URINE - SALT - KEROSENE - SOAK BOW 3 DAYS - THEN BURN 
BOW WITH HICKORY BUSH ROOT - EVIL DOER WILL RUSH TO 
YOUR HOUSE - TRY TO BORROW SALT OR A MATCH - WITCH 
TRYING TO BORROW FROM VICTIM AFTER SPELL STOPPED 
AN OLD THEME - IF YOU LEND YOU ARE BACK IN HER POWER 
SECOND PROTECTIVE MEASURE : IF EVIL PERSON PUTS LOUSE 
ON THAT BOW AND YOU KILL IT  - YOU DIE - TO AVOID THIS 
SOAK BOW IN DISHWATER - CALLED CURING - BOW IS SAFE 

(What kind ? )  
Hickory bone [bush ] • Dey 
go along with dat and 
graveyard dus t .  Dat ' s  
to lingah yo ' , to run you 
crazy . And now you wanta 
mee t ano thah man [hoodoo 
doctor ] who kin do dat 
j ob to keep you. from run
nin ' crazy . Dey go tta 
use ca ' line [ cayenne ] 
peppah , and chambah lye 

and salt and kerosene . Let it s teep three days and den go back ovah de head 
ag ' in .  Den use [bush? ] to burn it  and den dat fellah will turn yo ' loose . He ' ll 
come to yo ' house and de firs t thing he  goin ' ask - "I match chew fer salt . "  
Dat ' s  [what he want , to match yo ' [ for ] sal t [ or he asks you for a match or sal t ]  
becaus e he know he could git chew r igh t back again [ in his power ] i f  yo ' give ' em 
de sal t . He go t chew . And if yo ' give him de match , he go t cha right back . 
[ This is a well-known witchcraft  theme : see NEVER LEND TO WITCH , No . l6 338 p . 87 5  
i n  FACI. If  you lend to her you are back in her power . ]  

(Well ,  now why were you telling me about that " louse" in the head? What was 
that about? The louse in this woman or some thing? How was that done? I don ' t 
unders tand that . )  

Well ,  if  dey gi t de bow out de b ack of yo ' head , it has de sweat . Well , dat 
louse run from de mole [mo ld of the head ] right frum heah [ demons trates ] ,  come 
right back down . She [ louse ] keep atrave lin ' right  s traight back . 

(This louse keeps traveling b ack and forth right on top [ o f  your head ] from 
the forehead right to the back where the mole [mo ld o f  head ] is ? )  

Dat ' s  righ t . And if she kill dat lous e ,  i t  kill you . 
(Well, that [hat ] bow is  connec ted with that lous e . I f  they take that bow ,  

they are taking that louse then, aren ' t they ? )  
Well, de acick [ acid ] from dat - yo ' see , de acick f rom dat ; al l dat louse 

powah fall back to dat bow .  You cut dat bow .  All dis powah fall back to de 
band of [bow of ] yo ' hat . Now de only way you don ' t have dat - like I go t dis 
hat right chere now [ is he talking about his own hat or mine on interviewing 
table? ] . All right, dis hat chere now ain ' t got anything in it [his hat ] . Now , 
I wanta weah dis hat and throw i t  down anywhere I wanta throw i t  down . I go es 
back home and take a dirty dishrag wit de dirty water and rug [ rub ]  it over dat 
[bow ] . I kin throw it [hat or b ow ]  anywheres . You go and pick up dat bow and 
do anything wit dat bow ,  dat ' s  a dead bow ,  dat bow is done cured . See dat cured 
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da t bow . [ No one can take the hat bow and hoodoo you . ] 
But now � i f  I don ' t do dat �  I haven ' t  cured dat bow .  I done cured dat bow 

in cas e  I be ' s  careless . You kin take it out [ o f  the hat ] b ut no thing kin be 
done . [ Charles ton � S .  Car . � ( 519) � 614 : 7 . ] 

1 2132 . I f  a woman wears a piece of sweatband f rom his hat � that will bring 
him b ack . [Wilmington 10 7 : 4+85 . ]  

12133 . Heard of  ' em us in ' a hawk ' s righ t  
right foo t �  d e  one dat carryin ' a claw [what 

foo t . Well � yo ' take de hawk ' s 
the other one did I forgot to ask ! ] .  

HAWK - RIGHT CLAW - FLANNEL WRAP WITH 3 INGREDIENTS 
SALT - PEPPER - SULPHUR - THIS IS A GAMBLING HAND 
SNAKE-HEAD POWDER INSIDE YOU - LIVE SNAKES IN YOU 

Go t a claw like a rooster 
have on his fee t .  Yo ' take 
dat foot an ' yo ' take an '  
wrap i t  in a p iece of flan
nel c lo th wit s ulphur an' 

den wi t peppah an ' sal t  mixed [ 3  ingredients ] .  
gamb lin ' an ' things lak dat . 

Well � dat ' s  fo ' good luck in 

An' ag ' in dey takes de b ird [hawk ' s ]  head or snake head . Take snake head an' 
beat it up into a powder an ' dat will cripple someone � because ah wus crippled 
once on da t mahself . 

( Jus t  how would that cripple them? ) 
Dat will cause snakes an ' things in dem - sompin of that  kind . [ Brunswick � 

Ga . �  ( 1216 ) � 206 3 : 3 . ] 
12134 . [Years ago this healer visi ted a home to � a patient af ter the 

smallpox s ign was up ! This information did no t come from the healer � the reason 
for lack o f  details . [Wilmington 14 2 : 1+85 . ]  [Ano ther no te of mine refers to 
a case in Norfolk �  Va . � in which a healer vis its a home to sprinkle a little 
dus t or do s ome thing to keep a smallpox s ign f rom being put up ! These two no tes 
made years ago are at tached to the manus crip t . ] 

1 2 135 . Jis ' like you ' d  cut out a heart [ from a piece of paper ] • • •  j is '  like 
you say you gon ' a  • • • you draw a mark heah [ demonstrates ] - all right - comparin ' 

HEART-SHAPED CUT PIECE OF PAPER - INTO CENTER OF IT  
STICK 9 PINS ALTERNATED HEADS AND TAILS - AROUND 
EDGE OF HEART AL TERNATE 8 NEEDLES HEADS AND TAILS 
KEEP THIS IN YOUR PILLOW - CAN HAVE ANYONE YOU WANT 

to a heart [ draw shape of  
heart on  a piece of  paper ] .  
You kin take them [ 9 ]  p ins 
an ' s tick it [ them] in that 
[paper ] hear t . You kin do 
j is ' what choo wan ' ' em to 

do after you s tick dem pins in 
needles - real sharp needles . 

there . You use so  many needles . You go t to use 

(How many pins do you s ti ck in that heart ? )  
You kin take 9 pins an ' pu t in there [demons trates ] .  
( In the center of the hear t . )  
You put 8 needles . 
(Around the edge o f  the heart . )  
You don ' t put it even � you unders tand . It ' s  go t to b e  odd [ demons trates ] .  
( The heads and points o f  the pins and needles are al ternated . )  
An' you take that an ' put i t  in your pillah . You kin use any kind of body 

[person ] you wan t ;  you kin use ' em to your unders tandin ' .  [ For alternate needles 
and pins � see Nos . 9 836-9 837 , 9 8 44 , 9 849 & 9 850 , v . 5 . ] [ New Orleans , La . , ( 803) , 
112 1 : 8 . ] 

1 2136 . Dat ' s  usin ' d is heah , whut chew call oil o f  peppermin t  an '  Hearts 
Co logne . Yo ' kin take dat an ' mix i t  toge ther an' every morning when yo ' git up , 
before yo ' speak to anyone , yo ' kin put i t  in yore hand an' rub i t  in yore hand , 
an '  den j es t  say � "De Lord is my shepherd" - hold yore hands towards de sun an ' 
say , "De Lord i s  my shepherd an ' I will" • • •  [ demons trates ] . 
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HEARTS COLOGNE - OIL OF PEPPERMINT - MIX - EVERY 
MORNING BEFORE SPEAKING - RUB IN YOUR HAND - SAY 
DE LORD IS MY SHEPHERD AND I SHALL NOT WANT - HOLD 
PALMS OF YOUR HANDS TOWARDS SUN FOR LUCK THAT DAY 

(Hold the palms of  your 
hands up like that . )  
Yeah , de palms o f  your 
hands up towards de sun an ' 
say ,  "De Lord is my shep
herd an ' I shall not want . "  

An ' you will be very lucky all that day an ' 
wouldn ' t a thought would come to you , s ee . 
[ S t . Pe tersburg , Fla . , {1028) , 16 7 3 : 7 . ] 

things will come to yo ' whut chew 
It gives yo ' better luck all dat day . 

121 3 7 . Well , it ' s  j es '  like yo ' runnin ' a game 
want ' em to be b o thered wit chah [ the revers e ,  you 

IF YOU HAVE A GAMBLING JOINT - KEEP POLICE AWAY 
BY SPRINKLING HEARTS COLOGNE AT STEPS WHEN SWEEPING 

in dis house an ' yo ' don ' t 
don ' t  want to be bo thered 

with them ! ] .  All you 
go t ta do is gi t chew a 
b o t tle of Heart Perfume 
[ o r  Hea�ts Cologne ] an ' 

every mawnin ' when yo ' sweep out ,  sprinkle a little 
mawnin' • Dey won ' t worry yo ' • De law won ' t b o ther 

( The law won ' t bo ther you . )  

on yore front s teps . Every 
yo ' .  

No sir , dey won ' t bo ther wi t chew . [Brunswick , Ga . ,  ( 1 182) , 19 9 3 : 8 . ] 
1 2 13 8 . Take Hearts Co logne an ' Sen-Sen - yo ' know , dis heah dope [breath-

swee tner ]  dat people take - an ' �o G. Sody , [brand name? ] - aookin ' soay [ sod

HEARTS COLOGNE - SEN-SEN - COOKIN ' SODY : 3 FOR JOB 
SEN-SEN [ BREATH SWEETENER]  AND SODIUM BI CARBONATE 
DISSOLVED IN HEARTS COLOGNE AND SPRINKLED ABOUT BOSS 

ium bicarbonate ] an ' put 
i t  in a lil ' [ container ] , 
quite naturally yo ' know, 
somp in dat chew kin shake 
it  ou t  lak dat . An ' i f  

yo ' were j es ' git t in '  out o f  j ai l ,  an ' yo ' know who dis person who yo ' gain ' [ to 
see ] tub git de j ob .  Yo ' shake it  [ con tents of  container ] all de way roun ' 
[where you mee t  the boss ] . Qui te natural ,  yo ' know how some folks is . Dis per
fume is go in ' tub smell ,  an ' yo ' be talkin' wi th ' em [boss ] an ' yo ' kin rub i t  
i n  yore han ' s .  Well , he ' ll ke tch holt  o f  yore han ' . An ' yo ' know qui te natural 
when a person talkin ' tub yo ' , dey gain ' ke tch holt of yo ' . Dat ' s  de way mah 
b rother go t a j ob .  He s till dere . He be workin ' fo ' thirty- five yeahs . 
[ Fayetteville , N .  Car . , (1403) , 25 25 : 9 . ] 

1 2 139 . I f  yo ' wanta go tub gi t a j ob fo ' good 
j ob .  If  yo ' kin gi t tub de office where he ' s  at , 

[a  s teady j ob ] , yo ' go tub dat 
unders tan ' , git tub de of fice 

whe re he ' s  at , yo ' kin gi t 
chew some dat s tuff whut 
chew eat . Whut dey call -
yo ' kin git i t  at mos t any 
drug s to '  - shellac . Yo ' 

SHELLAC - 1 DROP ON OFFICE FLOOR - FOR BOSS TO WALK 
OVER - AFTER HE WALKS OVER - GO HOME - ADD 2 OR 3 
DROPS OF HEARTS COLOGNE - ON THIRD TRIP YOU GET JOB 

know , shellac , sompin dat chew paint things wi t .  Jes ' take an ' drop one drop 
anywhere , j es '  lak yo ' wuz heah ( in this room] , j es ' drop one drop anywhere on 
de f lo ' heah where yo ' s tep ovah i t . An '  den yo ' go on back den an ' take de 
res t of i t .  Go on back an '  mix a little b i t  o f  Hearts Co logne , two o r  mo ' drops 
of hi t ,  an ' puts hit in de bo t tle . Den yo ' go tub him, yo ' may go ovah tub him, 
dere ain ' t any j obs , an ' if  dere somebody else on de j ob ,  yo ' te ll him ' b out dat 
j ob .  [He will ask ] , 1 1Whut kin yo ' do ? "  

Yo ' say ,  "Anything . 1 1 
All righ t ,  perhaps ah wants a j ob real bad . De next time yo ' go to him, says , 

"Well , ah don ' t want but 75 . "  [ Is 75 cents an hour the wage back in 19 3 7? ] 
"Come back sech an ' sech a time . "  
An ' when yo ' go back de third time ag' in , yo ' gi t dat j ob an ' s tart workin ' 
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right o f f . 
(And you j us t drop one drop of that she llac where the boss can walk over that ? )  
Dat ' s  right , in de o f fi ce . [ Fayet tevil le , N .  Car . , ( 1450) , 26 36 : 4 . ] 
12140 . I f  you wanta ge t a j ob ,  work somewhere , you kin do that . And when 

you go round [ to ]  ' proach a person , we t it  [ usually a handkerchief wi th what is 

HEARTS COLOGNE AND BATHWATER OF BOSS FOR JOB 
coming later ] . Well,  when you 
firs t  ' proach him,  maybe he liab le 
not to need no one . He liab le to 

turn yuh down , say , "Wel l ,  now , I don ' t want no one . I couldn ' t  do that now [ a t  
this time ] . I ain ' t gonna d o  that . "  Somepin like that . You kind of fiddle 
around , put a little [ o f  this liquid ] round where he walk over i t . Put s ome o f  
that same s tuf f . If  you kin get tha t c lose to the person at tha t  time , and when 
you go back , you be around them a lit t le bit . You not harmin ' them with i t  or 
anything like that . 

(What do you sprinkle around him now? ) 
You take - like if  you go t s ome o f  where he baths [bath water ] . Somepin like 

that , you know . You take and put i t  wi th s ome nice Hearts Co logne , or s omepin 
that smell ,  not too loud . And j us t  be around , you know, like you be around 
talking wi th him and you j us t  might put a li ttle on your fingers or down on de 
floor or anywhere . Long as you keep that up , there ' ll always be harmony wi th 
you . [ Norfolk ,  Va . ,  ( 4 7 2) , 4 84 : 1 . ] 

1214 1 . Wel l ,  ah wuz sellin '  whiskey once mahself ,  yo ' see . Ah go t me one 
bottle of Hearts Co logne an ' put i t  on a tab le an ' some powder .  

HEARTS COWGNE AND BATH POWDER DRAW WHISKEY CUSTOMERS 
(What kind of powder ? )  
Well , ah got dis heah 
regular bath powder . 

An '  ah put it  dere on de tab le where i t  would perfume roun '  in de house . Mens 
comes in , different ones comin' in , well , de luck ' s  on de house . Dat heart is 
lucky perfume yo ' unders tand . Wel l ,  dey spends lo ts of money . [Florence , S .  

HEAH.fS COWGNE - FEED GAMBLING HAND WITH 
NEVER OPEN A HAND TO SEE WHAT IS IN IT  

Car . , (1313) , 2237 : 6 . ]  
12142 . She [ roo t doctor ] tell me . 
Ah ' m  goin '  tell yo ' whut she tole 
me ' bout de gamblin ' . She gimme a 

bag an ' tole me go tuh de drug s to '  an ' git  a b o t tle of  Hearts Co logne . An ' 
ever ' time ah go in a game we t it wit dat Hearts Co logne ; an ' s ay we t it wi t 
de Hearts Co logne an ' rub i t  on yore han ' s ,  de Hearts Co logne - rub de b ag on 
i t .  

(What was in the bag? ) 
Well , she [ told me ] yo ' wusn ' t  ' spos ed tuh open it . [Brunswick , Ga . ,  ( 12 35) , 

202 7 : 2 . ] 
121 43 . Oh yes , indeed , s ure she could . 
(What do they s ay about that ? )  
Wel l ,  she could do the same as I was telling you, i f  any way that she could 

�t Hearts - you know Hearts Co logne ? Perhaps you have smelled i t  a lot of 

HEARTS COLOGNE - WITH IT WOMAN DRESSES MAN 
times . Wel l ,  she will git Hearts 
Co logne and she will dress herself 
with it  f rom her righ t  hand . She 

will invite you to her home and she will dress herself with her right hand all 
over her face and her body . Unders tand? And if you make your appearance in her 
boae and - she wi ll have this here - if she kin ge t a chance , she will put s ome 
in her hand and she rubs  i t  over you like that , or  j us t  pat you on your face or 
stroke your hair back . You couldn ' t s tay away from her . You' d be compelled to 
ccme11 b ut why you wouldn ' t  know . And she will keep that and if she d on ' t do more 
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than j us t  dress you with that hear ts • • • • 

( I  see , that will keep him there . )  [ Richmond , Va . ,  (4 31) , 385 : 8 . ] 
12144 . You [ a  woman ] kin take some Hearts Co logne and put i t  under your arms , 

and pu t i t  down in fron t o f  you , be tween your bosom, and drink a little . And 
talk in their face , in front o f  de boss , and they say i f  you don ' t git i t  the 
f irs t morning , keep a goin ' . The chances is you ' ll get a j ob .  [Wilmington , 
N .  Car . , ( 240 ) , 238 : 10 . ] 

12 145 . Dey say yo ' kin git yo ' some of  dis Hearts Co logne and yo ' kin pour 
dat all ovah yo ' , and go dere , and dey say dat will change his mind . 

( The b oss ' s  mind . )  [ Jacksonville , Fla . , (6 20) , 79 3 : 4 . ] 
12146 . Dey say yo ' take dis Hearts Co logne an ' yo ' rub it .2!!. yore han ' befo ' 

yo ' go out in a game ; an ' when yo ' git in de game , say yo ' ll be lucky . [ Florence 
2 19 2 : 12 . ] 

1214 7 . Use Hearts Co logne an ' wear it  under de lef t arm or in de b reas t an ' 
i f  he ' ll qui t ,  he ' ll have to go back . [Waycross 1856 : 8a . ] 

12148 . Dey j is '  git dat , j is '  git de plain water , an ' j is '  put i t  in a �  
logne b o t t le wi th a li ttle Hearts Co logne , an ' j is '  s tops i t  up , j is '  put it 
rig�t under de bed , an ' dey go t yo ' . Dat ho lds yuh . [Wilmington 160 : 4+85 . ]  

I 12 149 . Go to a hickory tree 
HICKORY TREE - NORTH SIDE - DIG DOWN - GET ROOT an ' go on de no ' th side of a 
BOIL 30 MINUTES - WATER IN FOOD - CAUSES WORMS hickory tree , an ' den dig down 

an ' git de roots . An ' take 
dis root an ' put it in some watah an ' boil it fo ' thirty minutes .  Then yo ' kin 
take i t  an ' put it in bread an ' yo '  will caus e things to grow in ' em - worms . 
[ Fayetteville , N .  Car . , ( 140 7) , 25 30 : 1 . ] 

12150 . Do the same thing wi th a pie ce o f  papah , 
wri ting . S aid yo ' j es '  write his name an ' keep dat 

GO TO SMALL HICKORY TREE - ONE YOU CAN BEND DOWN 
TALK TO IT - CALLING NAME OF BOSS - SAY "I  WANT 
CHEW BE SUBMISS IVE TUH ME • • •  " HE WILL GIVE YOU JOB 

if yo ' know his [boss ' s ]  
name undah yore fee t [wear 

i t  in your shoe ] . Or , yo ' 
could go tuh a hickory 
tree , yo ' know j es ' a small 
one , an ' ben ' it down . Jes ' 
b en '  j es '  lak yo ' wanta ben ' 

i t . Jes ' talk to i t  like yo ' s  callin ' his name : "Ah want chew to be submiss ive 
tuh me or nice tuh me , an ' min ' me . "  An ' said when yo ' go tuh him why he ' ll be  
j es '  lak dat [putty in  your hands ] .  

(He ' ll give you a j ob ? ) 
Yess ir , yo ' could control 
1215 1 . An ' if  yo ' wan ted 

go in de woods tuh a hickory 
tree an ' make yore wishes as 

dem [him] . [Way cross , Ga . , (1148) , 187  2 :  7 .  ] 
tuh s tay tied up tuhge thah , ah heard dat chew could 
tree , a young hickory tree , an ' take dat hickory 
yo ' ties i t ,  Dat ' s  tuh keep yuh [ to ge ther ] .  

AT YOUNG HICKORY TREE - AT YOUR WAIST BEND IT  OVER 
INTO A LOOP - TIE IT - MAKING WISHES TO HOLD PERSON 

(You t ie that hickory tree . 
How do you tie it ? )  
Yeah , yo ' take i t  an ' yo ' 
b end i t .  Yo ' see , yo ' take 

a young sapling an' yo ' bend it an ' as yo ' bend , yo ' make yore wishes till yo ' 
gi t i t  in a loop ;  but chew know yo ' kin tie any thing dat young den . Sompin lak 
dat . Jes ' so i t ' s  a hickory . Dey say dat will tie yore love tuhge thah . [ Fay
et teville , N .  Car . , ( 1410) , 25 33 : 3 . ]  

1215 2 .  A hickory tree is good , dey say - no t exac tly a hickory tree , b ut dey 
say if a person wanta ti e a person dOwn� tie a person down ,  dey go tuh a hickory 
tree an ' yo ' measure it yore size - come tuh yo ' - measure tuh yore wais tline . 
Yo ' s tand up an ' measure i t  tuh yore wais tline , an ' yo ' bring ' em [b end tre e ]  
down lak dat ,  yo ' bring it  down t ill yo ' b ring d e  top end down tuh d e  bottom [ o f  
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TO YOUR WAIS T  LINE BEND OVER A SMALL HICKORY TREE 
UNTIL IT TOUCHES GROUND - BEND IT INTO A LOOP - WRAP 
ABOUT IT 9 TIMES NEW CORD AND TIE - KEEPS HIM DOWN 
YOU MUST HAVE VICTIM ' S NAME IN MIND ALL THIS TIME 

t ree ] . Dat fasten a man 
down an '  he cain ' t - he ' s 
havin ' good process , pro
gress an ' all dat - an ' 
dey say dat fas ten him 
down an ' cause him so he 

cain ' t gi t no s uccess . Yo ' know , j es '  lak throwin ' 
he can ' t  gi t no job - jes ' go tuh pieces . Take dat 
hickory down tuh de groun ' . 

a man intuh tough luck where 
hickory tree an ' yo ' put dat 

(You do this to the little hickory tree . )  
Jes ' de lil ' small hickory tree . 
(You keep bending i t  down and bending i t  down . )  
Yeah i t  down till yo ' bend i t  on down tuh de roots dere . Dat ties a man down 

where he cain ' t have no success . 
(Well , do you leave that tree 
Yo ' tie it down . Yo ' wind i t  

with a thread , b rand-new thread . 
(1396) , 25 11 : 11 . ] 

bent down then ? )  
down dere . Yo ' wind i t  down dere nine times 

Dat keeps a man down . [ Faye tteville , N . Car . , 

1 215 3 . Ah heard o f  a pers on takin ' a hickory s tick an' i f  dey give - j es '  1 
lak yo ' an ' dem in a fight or sompin lak dat . Well ,  dey hit chew wi t dat s ti ck ,  

IF A PERSON IN A FIGHT HITS YOU WITH A HICKORY STICK 
HE WILL TAKE THAT STICK AND CALL YOUR NAME 3 TIMES 
BURY THAT STICK IN THE GRAVE OF YOUR LAST RELATIVE 
TO DIE - IN 9 DAYS THEY SAY YOU ALSO WILL BE DEAD 

an ' dey take dat stick 
an ' bury dat stick an ' 
cal l  yore name three times . 
An ' dey tell me dat in 
nine days - ah didn ' t see 
dis done , but ah heard 

some people say dey have witness de same thing . Dey say in nine days dat person 
will be dead . 

(All you do is hit that person with the s tick? ) 
An ' call dere name an ' bury dat s ti ck by de man ' s relative dat las ' died , yo ' 

know , in de graveyard . But chew bury it right by de p erson dat las ' died , an ' 
call dere name . 

(Call the name of the person you hit ? )  
Yessuh . An' i n  nine days , why , i f  dey don ' t drop dead , dey j es '  die sudden . 

[Sumte r ,  S .  Car . , ( 1380) , 2450 : 8 . ] 
12154 . Now, if  a man ' s  s tayin ' on a place an ' yo ' 

yo ' cut chew a growin' hickory s tick an ' carry it an ' 

IF YOU WANT TO MOVE A MAN LIVING ON PIECE OF LAND 
CUT A GROWING HI CKORY STICK AND BURY IT  AT HIS DOOR 
BUT IF HE HAS A MULE THAT PEES  IN A CERTAIN PLACE 
BURY THAT STICK NEAR THAT PLACE AND LEAVE IT THERE 
9 DAYS - ON A YOUNG MOON BURY STICK IN GRAVEYARD 
VITH BIG END POINTING TO THE SUNSET - YOU WILL BE 
RIGHT THERE WHEN HOUSE OF THIS MAN WITH MULE BURNS 

want him move ' d  from dere , 
bury i t  down at his do ' .  
I f  dat man has a mule , yo ' 

kin always notice dere ' s  
a certain corner dat mule 
go tuh pee . Bury i t  right 
down somewheres near dere 
an ' let i t  dere fo ' nine 
days . Take it  out . Let 
da t be on de young moon . 
An '  go on to de cemetery 

an '  bury i t ,  but bury i t  wi t de big end [ o f  the stick ]  towards de sunset . An '  
you' ll b e  r igh t dere till dat house burnt down . 

(You have to bury this s tick right where this mule waters on . ) [ Sumter , S .  
Car . ,  ( 1359 ) , 2345 : 9 . ] 

12155 . I f  yo ' have a swee theart an ' he ' s  go t ano thah [ girl ]  friend , an' yo ' 
vanta break him up o f  dat friend . Yo ' go tuh a hickory tree an' yo ' take - git 
chew a swi tch o f  i t  - yo ' measure three j oints o f  i t  of  de middle fingah . 
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( The three j oints o f  the middle finger in length . )  
Dat ' s  right - an ' not ch ' em .  See , yo ' cut dat o f f . Yo ' notch it  round . Now 

when yo ' git tuh dis woman house where yo ' wan ta b reak yore friend up , yo ' begin 

IF YOUR SWEETHEART IS INTERESTED IN ANOTHER GIRL 
YOU GO TO A HICKORY TREE - TAKE OFF SWITCH - AT LARGE 
END MEASURE OFF THE 3 JOINTS OF YOUR MIDDLE FINGER 
[YOU ARE DOING THIS IN THE THREE HOLY NAMES ] 
NOTCH ON STICK EACH JOINT MEASURED - ENTER RIVAL ' S  
YARD - CALL HER NAME TO YOURSELF - BEGIN TO SHAVE 
OFF FIRST 2 OF THE 3 PIECES NOTCHED ON YOUR STICK 
TO FIRST  PIECE SAY : "NOW ,  AH ' M  GOIN ' PART CHEW-ALL" 
WHITTLING OFF SECOND PIECE SAY SOMETHING GERMANE 
THIRD PIECE YOU DO NOT REMOVE - YOU BEND IT  INTO A 
CIRCLE ABOUT YOU - WEAVE 2 ENDS TOGETHER MAKING 
A HOOP - [THIS MEANS SHE IS "TIED UP" - CAN ONLY GO 
ROUND IN A CIRCLE GETTING NOWHERE - EVEN SO ] - YOU 
BURY HOOP BENEATH YOUR S TEP [ WHERE SHE IS UNDER
FEET AND WHERE YOU CAN KEEP A CONSTANT EYE ON HER ] 

tuh walk in her yard 
where she walk ovah , an ' 
yo ' begin tuh talk tuh 
it j e s ' whatsomevah dat 
chew wanta say . See . 
I f yo ' want ' em tuh part , 
yo '  say ,  "Well , i t  s eem 
like" - whoevah yo ' wanta 
par t ,  yo ' call dem by 
dere name , yo ' whittlin ' 
dat - say , "Now , ah ' m  
goin '  part chew-all [ you 
al l ] . " De second one yo ' 
j es '  whit tle dat o f f . 
Well , now yo ' take dat 
o thah part an ' yo ' buckle 
[bend ] i t  tuh yo ' .  Buck-

le i t  tuh yo ' an ' bring i t  as a hoop an ' wrap it j es ' dataway . An ' i t  be a hoop . 
Yo ' carry dat an ' put i t  undah yore s tep , an ' dat ' ll b reak dem up . 

( That one piece you cut o f f  the length o f  your middle f inger . That you whit
tle . And then the long piece tha t is lef t ,  you wrap that around you - j us t  make 
i t  go around you .  Then you le t this hoop fall  o f f  • • • •  ) 

No , j es ' lak dis [demons trates ] .  
(You put tha t together by inter twining the ends . And what do you say while 

you wind tha t o ther around ? )  
S ay ,  "Now , yo ' make lak dat yo ' kin stay ' way from dis house , but now ah ' m  

goin ' break yo ' up from heah , "  An ' a s  yo ' say dat , yo ' j e s '  throw it  right undah 
yore s teps . Now , when he come back tuh yo ' an ' have tuh walk ovah dat s tep , his 
spirit wil l nevah follow dat o thah house  no mo ' .  [Brunswick , Ga . ,  ( 12 06 ) , 
20 3 2 : 8 . ] 

1 2 156 . But on de o thah hand , yo ' take dat hickory t ree as yo ' calls i t  -
not no fig tree , yo ' take dat hickory . Yo ' go in de woods an ' see yo ' kin find 

FIND HICKORY TREE 12 MONTHS OLD WITH A FORKED LIMB 
''WORK ANY KIND OF A LITTLE CUNJURIN' THINGS WITH IT" 
REMOVE FORK - CUT NOTCHES IN - TELLING YOUR WANTS 
"AH WANT [YOU ] GO TUH DE BANK AN '  BORRAH ME $ 100 " 

a hi ckory tree of  twelve 
months growth - a young 
hickory tree . It must  
b e  a young one , an ' yo ' 
find lo tta o f  dem is down 
dere wit forked limb s , 

too . Yo ' find one wit de forked limb o f  twelve months young growth , i f  yo ' kin 
gits i t ,  an ' yo ' takes dat dere hickory tree , dat forked one . · Yo '  kin take i t ,  
unders tan ' , an' work any kind o f  a little conj urin ' things with i t , an ' set pegs 
to people ' s  house . 

(What do they do with tha t  hickory tree ? )  
That hickory tree , yo ' j es ' c ut off  that forked limb . Yo ' j es '  take yore 

knife an '  cut i t  o f f  up there . Cut it off  ' bout lak dat [ demonstrates ] ,  de 
forked limb , cuts o f f  ' bout lak dat yo ' see . Well ,  now yo ' take dat dere fo ' k  
an' yo' wanta go keep yore o le lady from runnin' round . 

(You take this hickory limb and you do what with it?  You • • • •  ? )  
Yo ' cut i t  o f f  an ' yo ' take yore kni fe an ' cut lil ' no tches ' long dere lak 

dat , yo ' know, an '  yo ' name dem no tches whatevah yo '  wanta call it or whatevah 
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yo ' want done to it , Whatevah yo ' want , Yo ' want , "Well,  ah want this much 
done . "  Yo ' say ,  "Look heah , ah ' m  cuttin ' yo ' an ' dat ' s  whut ah want chew tuh 
git me , Ah want chew tuh he ' p  me git her loose" [ from the man she ' s  running 
around wi th ]  , An' yo ' cut de next notch an 1 say ,  "Look heah , ah tell yo '  whut 
ah want chew tuh do , " tal kin ' to i t  right dere , "Ah want [chew ] tuh go tuh de 
b ank an ' borrah me a hundred dol lahs , without no ' - don ' s ign no papahs up fo ' 
i t ,  ah mean tuh pay ' em back by an ' by , "  

Well , yo ' kin take dat thing , dat dere with de three no tches in i t ,  an ' yo ' 
go to de [some shopping place ] . [ I ]  says , yo ' go to a b ig gro cery s to '  an ' keep 
dat thing in yore pocket . [ Fayetteville , N .  Car . , ( 1433) , 25 9 6 : 5 . ] 

1215 7 . Well  a hickory tree , yo ' kin take dat an ' cut i t  down an ' put it , an '  
make a razor rock [ firs t and only time I ever heard this name ] out i t , whut chew 

HICKORY TREE HONE = MILLIE-BACK HONE ? 
cal l a mo lly-backbone [molly-back hone ] . 
Mah father made one outa dat an ' let i t  
s tay ' bout seven or  eight yeahs i n  watah 

an ' it turnt to a mo ZZy-back hone , razor rock . 
(A razor rock , for sharpening a razor ? )  
Yessir . [Wilson , N .  Car . , ( 147 3) , 265 3 : 21 . ] 
12158 , High John de Conkah , it ' s  made out of graveyard dirt and other soils 

put in red flannel , Us e any liquor on i t  [ to feed it] . Give you will power 
over people . [Richmond 295 : 9 . ] 

12159 . Dey put somep in in de 
they call it hog-hoof .  Yes , dey 

shoes . I t ' s  a mixture of this ground up -
grind i t  up lak meal an ' dey mix soda an ' 

HOG HOOF - SALT - VINEGAR - SODA - GROUND FINE 
WORN IN SHOE KEEPS ANOTHER WOMAN AWAY FROM MAN 

vinegah an ' sal t ,  b ut i t ' s  
go tta be ground up very fine , 
j es ' lak flaxseed meal , in a 
powder , s o  it  won ' t be  no tice

ab le . An ' j es '  powder de shoe aroun ' wit dat . Dat will keep him from goin ' 
of f .  [A no te o f  mine reads : this keeps the man from being hoodooed away by 
ano ther woman . ]  [ New Orleans , La . , ( 156 3) , 2859 : 5 . ] 

1 2 160 . De cow hoof or hog hoof - yeah , anything lak dat . Yeah , yo ' burn dat . 
Yo ' gi t dat cow hoof , hog hoo f ,  whatsomevah what i t  is , an ' yo ' git  chew some 

HOG HOOF - HEARTS COLOGNE OVER - BURN IN HOUSE 
WHILE BURNING - LOCK FINGERS - WISH GOOD THINGS 

Hearts Co Zogne an' sprinkle 
ovah dat an ' yo ' b urn dat . 
Burn it  in yore house . While 
yo ' burnin ' dat , yo ' hook yore 

han' [ fingers ] together an ' yo ' make yore wish . Oat ' s  good wishes . Yeah yo ' 
jes ' lock yore fingers toge ther . Oat ' s  good wishes , dat ' s  s ompin good , Dere 
no harm in it . Ah haven ' t heard it , dere ' s  no harm in dat . [Fayet teville , N .  
Car . ,  (1396) , 2514 : 6 . ] 

1 2161 . Now in So ' th 
no ti ce him .  An ' he go t 

Ca ' lina , one man wanted a girl an ' de girl wouldn ' t  
a holly leaf . Now dis is whut ah heard . Now , ah don ' t 

HOLLY LEAF - ON SUNDAY - THROWN OVER HEAD OF GIRL 
STOOPING AT A SPRING - SHE HAD SPURNED THROWER 
SHE WENT STONE CRAZY - THIS WAS AN OLD-TIME TALE 
SIMILAR SUNDAY AND HOLLY TALES ELSEWHERE IN HOODOO 

know dis [myself ] .  He got 
a holly leaf . As she s toop
ed down tuh git her water 
out de spring - dey have a 
lotta springs dere - he 
throwed dat leaf ovah her 

haid an '  dey say she went s tone crazy . Ah didn' t ' sperience dis an' ah can' t 
be a eye-witness , an ' ah haven ' t  ' sperienced dat . 

(Well ,  where was this supposed to have taken place in South carolina?) 
Ah think i t  at a place dey call de Beaver Dam . Oat was way back in startin ' 

of s lavery . 
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(Wha t day did it happen on did you say? ) 
On a S unday . 
( Di d  he have to do i t  on a Sunday? ) 
Dis happen on a S unday wit dis Holly leaf . [ S t .  Pe tersb ur g ,  Fla . , (1003) , 

1617 : 1 . ] 
1216 2 .  Well ,  now , ah heard - now , yo '  kin take some kind o f  dat oil dey call 

de ho ly oil . Dey kin take dat an '  ' noint all ovah dey face ' fore dey goes . So 
when dey git dere , yo '  know 

HOLY OIL - ANOINT SELF WITH - SEEK JOB FROM BOS S de boss , he might k inda drag 
a ZittZe bit ,  but he ' ll give 

' em a j ob .  He ' l l tell ' em, s ay ,  " Come back ,  yo ' ll be sure to git  a j ob . "  He ' ll 
tel l  ' em come b ack an ' dey gi t de j ob .  

(Where do they get that ho ly o il? ) 
Ah don ' t know whe re they git i t  from, but dey has it . [Waycross , Ga . ,  ( 1 126) , 

1831: 1 3 . ]  
1216 3 .  (All ri ght . Now, what about that holy oil? ) 
I f  you go t a ho ly oil , you keep yours elf anointed with that . That will keep 

you lucky and successful with a j ob ,  or business , or anything . [Vicksburg ,  Miss . ,  
( 755) , 1031 : 7 . ] 

1 216 4 . Wel l ,  before the j udge you use the holy water too . You can sp rinkle 
yourself good wi th i t and read the 23rd Psalm of David . You can read the 23rd 

Psalm of David and 
HOLY OIL - ANOINT SELF - READ PSALM 23 - WISH - JUDGE sprinkle yourself with 

holy water . It ' ll make 
you wish [you will make your wish ] and go be fore the j udge . [New Orleans , La . ,  
( 857 ) ,  1364 : 7 . ]  

1 2165 . Wel l , yo ' uses ho ly watah lak fo ' somep in good . Yo '  kin us e i t  lak 
fo ' sprinklin ' round yore hous e , yo ' see . An ' then yo ' kin git a b o t tle of holy 

watah an ' keep dat on de back
HOLY WATER BOTTLE BEHIND BED - SUCCESS AND LUCK s ide of yore bed . Lak de bed . 

An ' ah put a lee tle s tring [ on 
the b o t t le ]  an '  keep i t  hung on dere [b ehind b ed ] . Dat ' s luck , yo ' know . It ' s  
success ful [brings s uccess ]  in yore home , too . [New Orleans , La . ,  ( 156 8) , 
2880 : 6 . ] 

12166 . That is only good for one thing to my mind and I know that . Jus t 
like you is at  home and i ts ha ' nted at home , spirit that wo rrys you at home . You 

take the holy water , put 
HOLY WATER BOTTLE HEAD OF BED - LORDS PRAYER - RANTS that in a bottle and tie 

a s tring right [ to the 
bo ttle and tie i t ]  on the head of your bed . And the only thing you go tta do is 
at nigh t  to say the Lord ' s  Prayer and no spirit w i l l  come around . [New Orleans , 

La . ,  ( 815) , 1150 : 11 . ] 
HOLY WATER OVER BED KEEPS SPIRITS OUT AT NIGHT 1 216 7 . Yeah , ho ly water is good 

for s pirits . You see , like i f  
the spirits worry you a t  nigh t ,  o r  any time of the day the spirits worry you . As 
long as you have ho ly wa ter over your bed and keep it in your room , that keeps 
the spirit out . [New Orleans , La . ,  ( 823) , 119 2 : 2 . ] 

12168 . "Holy water give you good luck . Sprinkle i t  all ovah your bed . "  
[Mobile 883 : 9 • ] 

12169 . [Put holy water ] in de fo ' corner of  de hous e , dey s aid , twice a day -
six in de morning and s ix at  night - de ho ly water an ' ask f er lu ck . 

�ere do you get this holy water? )  
Wal I - yo ' kin buy dis ho ly water a t  de drug store . [ Jacksonville 7 69 : 4 . ] 
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1217 0 . "Use holy wa ter to drive ou t evil influence ;  throw it to de 4 cornahs 
of de house . "  [Mob ile 94 4 : 4 . ] 

1217 1 .  A hoodoo bag you ' re supposed to drop i t  either in the house o r  under 
the s teps of those you wish to bring ill luck to . Of course the hand you carry 

for good luck . A hoodoo bag doesn ' t look like a hand 
HOODOO BAG - WHAT IS IT? at all . I t  looks like a sache bag . You sew them and 

you put them around the wais t or around the leg . 
[ These def ini tions are too ab solu te , too exc lus ive . Some persons would call a 
hand a hoodoo bag , or this latter the former . ] [ Fredericksbur g ,  Va . ,  No . 43 ,  by 
Ediphone . ]  

1217 2 .  Hoodoo doctors put needles and p ins in these b ags . They tell you i t  
gives you sharp Zuak . [ Fredericksbur g ,  by Ediphone . ] 

1217 3 .  Mos tly they give them to gamblers . I t ' s  a little square bag of � 
par ticular color . And they tell them to � i t  next to their skin and that you 
will win . They don ' t te ll you what ' s  in that . They tell you if  you open i t  
you ' ll have bad luck . [Fredericksb urg , No . 43 by Ediphone . ]  

12174 . I t is said that i f  two people are 
HORSE - BETWEEN EARS OF - SEE GHOST riding horses and one p erson sees a gho s t  

and the o ther person can ' t s ee it , if  he 
[ second person ] l ies down on the horse ' s  back and looks be tween his [horse ' s ]  
ears , he can see the ghos t  the other person seen . [Frederi cksbur g ,  No . 35 by 
Ediphone . ]  

1217 5 . I have heard a gen tleman , people , say that you take a piece of horse
hair and put it  under your doors tep and you won ' t have any troub le with a evi l 

person coming to b o ther you , 
HORSEHAIR UNDER DOOR - KEEPS OUT EVIL INTENTION coming to your house .  [ Some-

how this be lie f sounds o ld .  
Horses and hags and wi tches are associated wi th horses . Does the presence o f  
a horsehair confuse the hag-witch and hold h e r  t o  d ayb reak? My wife and I s top
ped one nigh t here at the hotel in Petersbur g ,  Va . ,  on our way from Old Point 
Comfort ( no t  in Richmond as I said somewhere in HOODOO some years ago) - to War
renton on our way back to New York City . At b o th one-nigh t s tands I inte rviewed 
the b ellboy . My original trans crip tion by hand is at tached to manuscrip t .  This 
vas informant No . 33 . ] 

12176 . Take a piece of horsehair and put it in some whiskey and give to a 
person and it  will form snakes in ' em .  

HORSEHAIR I N  PERSON TURNS INTO SNAKES 

give it to ' em and they will come ou t  
out . [ Norfolk ,  Va . ,  ( 490) , 5 25 : 2 . ] 

( Is there any way of  ge tting those  
out , if you ge t them in? )  
Yeah , you kin take some sweet milk 

of  ' em.  Drink it  and they will come 

snakes 

and 
right 

1217 7 . Yo ' kin take a horsehair an ' take i t  an ' put it in a b o t tle of watah 
an '  let it  s tay fo ' a couple of  weeks , an ' she ' ll turn to a live little snake . 
[Florence , s .  Car . , ( 1310) , 2 220 : 3 . ] 

1217 8 .  Horse hairs in food come to be snakes in you . [Memphis ,  Tenn . , (969) , 
1569 : 6 . ]  

12179 . Dey could b urn sulphur an ' s al t .  Salt an ' sulphur is good fo ' any
thing , good fo ' kil lin ' poison an ' it ' s  good luck . 

[Having turned o f f  machine because material did no t sound promising , I now 
res tart machine by repeating what  had been los t . ] 

(Is it good for , i f  they wan t to rent the room or  rent 
Yes . Wel l ,  ah tell yo ' sulphur an ' cayenne peppah an ' 

�· kin gi t de hoofs o f f  a shoe , yo ' know de boss es hoof , 

the house? ) 
salt - yo ' burn dat an ' 
an '  burn it every nigh t 
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HORSE HOOF - BURN EVERY NIGHT BEFORE GOING TO BED 
INHALE FUMES - ALSO BURN 3 :  SULPHUR - CAYENNE PEPPER 
AND SALT - BRINGS TRADE - KEEPS WHISKEY FROM POLICE 

do , why it mo ' den apt tuh come out all round • • •  

befo ' yo ' go tuh bed an ' 
yo ' s tay dere an ' inhale 
dat . Wel l ,  den whatevah 
kind of luck yo ' want or 
whatevah yo '  ask it tuh 

[Again I turn off machine too soon and mus t res tar t i t . ] 
( I f  you are selling any thing or anything o f  that sort?  Would that help bring 

in trade ? )  
Yes . Keep d e  police o f f  yo ' if  yo ' sellin '  wh iskey . [ Faye ttevi lle , N .  Car . , 

( 1411) , 25 35 : 6 . ] 
12180 . Wel l ,  if  yo ' 

smi th shop an ' gi t hoo f  
kin take three pieces . 

want good luck an ' s uccess , yo ' know , yo ' go to de black
from de horse hoo f , an ' yo ' take i t  an ' lay i t  down . Yo ' 
Have ' em all three de same length . An ' yo ' take an ' lay 

HORSE HOOF - AT BLACKSMI TH ' S  - 3 PIECES SAME LENGTH 
CROSS THEM : IN NAME OF FATHER, SON AND HOLY GHOST 
CROSSING 3 PIECES MAKES RIMLESS WHEEL - SEE DESIGN 
IN THE TEXT - PUT SULPHUR AND SALT ON DES IGN - LIGHT 
WHILE BURNING TALK TO I T  - TELLING IT WHAT YOU WANT 

' em [ demons trates ] : One 
fo ' de Father, one fo ' de 
Son an ' one fo ' de Ho ly 
Ghos t .  
(You cross them when you 
are doing i t . )  
Yes . An '  then yo ' put 

sulphur an ' salt on top of that , an ' while i t ' s  b urnin ' - burn i t  - an ' while 
i t ' s  b urnin ' , yo ' j is '  talk to it an ' tell it anything that yo ' want 

* to have - if yo ' want any good luck or anything yo ' want done . [ For 
this same des ign in other rites see those lis ted at end of ri te 1 18 79 . ]  
[ Faye tteville , N .  Car . , ( 1419 ) , 2559 : 7 . } 

12181 . Yo ' take it  an ' s tir it up in yore cof fee , 
an ' yo ' s tir i t  up in yore cof fee . Jes ' like a horse 

HORSE MANURE - OF PREGNANT MARE - IN VICTIM ' S COFFEE 
THE SAME COLORS - WILL RUN VICTIM WILD LIKE A COLT 

de manure from a horse , 
i f  she carrying a - b irth 

a young col t - j es '  gain ' 
have a young col t , we ll 
yo ' take that an ' yo ' 
s tir it  up in yore [vic-

tim ' s ]  cof fee , the manure . An ' i t ' s b rown yo ' know j es '  like a cof fee color . 
An '  i f  y o ' [ vi c tim ] drink it , yo ' see , if yo ' drink it , that runs a person wild 
j es ' like a ho rse [ co l t ] . I t  wil l keep yo ' so yo ' can ' t s tay home , yo ' can ' t 
s tay nowhere - be always ga in ' . [Mobi le , Ala . , ( 6 88) , 9 5 8 : 2 . ] 

HORSE MANURE - AT FRONT DOOR - FAMILY FEUD 

dey kin have a family feud , yo ' know . 
(Jus t put this horses manure . Where now? ) 

1218 2 . Right at de front do ' of 
de family dat chew wish tuh make 
a dis turbance yo ' know , j is '  s o  

Ri gh t  a t  d e  fron t  do ' . [Memphis , Tenn . , ( 9 15 ) , 148 3 : 10 . ] 
12183 . Take animal manure and dry i t . See , you go t a good animal and dey 

want i t . See , dey take de animal manure and dry it right dry . Take an ' dey 
pound i t  up , see . And dey will take alcohol , see , 

HORSE �� - HORSE TRADER and put in dat manure and bury i t .  See , and den 
b ury i t  under dere doors tep . And you ' ll of ten b e  

t o  their house t o  sell ' em dat horse . See , you ' ll want to sell him dat horse 
be tter dan anybody else . And he [horse t rader ]  kin git de horse f rom you 
cheaper dan you b ought de hors e  fa ' . [Washington , D . C . , ( 6 38) , 6 25 : 4 . ] 

1218 4 .  [Here is an int eres ting r i te ab out horseshoes b ut the language can 
be eas ily misunderstood . A horse walks with the curved part of his shoe forward , 
this being cal led a hee � !  The two ends o f  a horseshoe are called toes ! Linguis-
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tically a horse wa lks backwards ! The imagry o f  the following ri te is b ased upon 

HORSESHOE - LAID AT FRONT GATE BETWEEN TWO GATEPOS TS 
HEEL OR HORSESHOE [ CLOSED PART ] POINTING TO HOUSE 
SWEEP OVER HORSESHOE TOWARDS HOUSE 9 MORNINGS IN 
SUCCESSION - BACKS UP PERS ON INTO HOUSE - MUS T STAY 
TO KEEP PERSON IN HOUSE - CLOSED PART OR HEEL MUST 
POINT TO DOOR - TO SEND AWAY - CLOSED PART POINTS 
AWAY FROM HOUSE - THE WAY A HORSE WALKS FORWARDS 

these ideas and can caus e 
confusion . ]  
Do you wanta s tay in de 
house or do you wanta go ? 
( I  want to s tay in the 
house . )  
Yo ' gi t yo ' a horseshoe 
and yo ' don ' t have to 
p lace it ins ide de house . 

Place i t  in de f ront gate and turn de hors eshoe [ demons trates ] that [part ] goes 
back . [Which par t? Toes or hee l? ] Turn it in towards , to de house , an ' fo ' 9 
mornings sweep towards de house an ' tha t will keep you in de house . 

( S uppose a man and woman are in here and the woman wants to keep the man in 
the house . She wil l p ut the horseshoe ou t there [ a t  the p receding ga te ] you 
say . )  

Yes , sir , i f  she wants to keep him in , turn de back o f  the horseshoe ins ide 
[ turn hee l ,  the curved s ide ]  towards de house . I f  you turn de horseshoe de way 
de horse make the track [ toe toward the house , the way a horse would s tart away 
from the house ] that will make him [man ] go . I f  you turn it [hee l ,  curve o f  the 
hors eshoe ] towards yo ' [ towards the house ] it wil l make him come ,  s tay in de 
house . 

[ I  misunders tood . ]  
( I f  you turn these two ends [ toes ] o f  the horseshoe away from the house ? )  
No , sir , turn dem back to [ towards ] de house , that will keep him in de house . 
(We l l ,  now , suppose the woman wants to make him leave , then what does she do? )  
Wel l ,  i f  she wan t h im to leave , turn j es ' like de horses face [walks pointed 

away f rom house ] ;  yo ' turn de round part [heel ] of de shoe , j is ' turn it to de 
house . He wil l leave . [ Informant is a lit tle confusing . If you want to keep 
person in the house , keep b ack of horseshoe or heel toward house , you canno t 
b ack away from the hous e ;  i f  you want to send the person away , point the prongs 
or toes to the house , because that is the way you would walk away from the 
house . ]  [Mob ile , Ala . , ( 6 73) , 888 : 1 . ] 

121 85 . Da t ' s  very easy . You can take some o f  this black s t one [b lack lode
s tone ? ] and Van Van and sweet oil . You take all that and you mix i t  together , 

HORSESHOE - OVER DOOR - HIDING SMALL BOTTLE HOLDING 
BLACK STONE - VAN VAN - SWEET OIL - KEEPS LAW AWAY 

and you put that in a lit
tle sack or in a little 
bo t tle . You hang that 
over your door , under a 

horseshoe .  You put the horseshoe up and you hang your b o t tle under there , but 
you have the bot tle so that no one can see the bo ttle , b ut they can see the 
horseshoe . This b o ttle be ' s  behind the horseshoe . And no law in the world gon
na come in your p lace lessen they git permiss ion . They kin come someone to see 
the proprietor before he [ l aw ]  come in there . The horseshoe is in the right 
form j us t  like i t  lays on the animal ' s  foot [ p rongs or toes down ] but the bot
tle is fixed [hidden ] under there . [New Orleans , La . ,  ( 809 ) , 1136 : 6 . ]  

1 2186 . (What do you do to keep the law away from a place ?  The law - to keep 
tbe po lice away ? )  

The poli ceman? 
(Yes . )  
Well,  I knows s ome o f  them puts a cross up on the side of their door . 
(What kind o f  a cross ? )  
[ Informant evidently though t a cross  is a cross  and I did not insis t . ] 
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A horseshoe - you know them horseshoe - a cross . They either take a horseshoe 
or ei ther they has some silver - j us t  like that is . [He pulls out a p iece of  

tinfoil . ]  Take a brand-new 
HORSESHOE OR CROSS AND TINFOIL KEEPS LAW AWAY 
TINFOIL - PIECE THAT NEVER HAS BEEN WALKED ON 

that never has walked on [ an 
unus ual express ion ]  you see , that 
never b een used . And b e  sure 

i t ' s a brand-new p iece . Put that there and put that horse fee t [horseshoe ] up
s ide down [prongs or toes up ] .  The law will never come there . [ Do no t use tin
foil picked up from s tree t or o f f  floor . For tinfoil from s tree t se e No . l219 2 . ]  

(Jus t  one horseshoe ? )  
Yes . He [policeman ] pass right on by there . [New Orleans , ( 843) , 128 : 2 . ] 
12187 . Hang a horseshoe ovah de back do ' . 
(Who does that ? )  
De bootleggahs . 
(What do they do that for ? ) 
Tuh bring in trade . 
(Horseshoe over the back door ? )  
Dat bringin ' in trade . [You] know de horseshoe is supposed tuh keep de law 

out . An '  de [ they ] git s ulphur an ' sprinkle round dere do ' tuh bring trade . 
[ Florence , s .  Car . , ( 1283) , 2180 : 4 . ] 

12188 . [Put ] a horseshoe into yore front do ' • . •  
( To keep the ghos ts away o r  spirits away . )  
Yeassuh ,  yo ' take an ' use pepper an ' sal t .  
(Where ? ) 
Yo ' use i t  into yore house , into yore bed , yo ' see , to keep ' em ' way - to 

keep wi tchcrafts away . Dat ' s  de same thing , ah imagine . [ S t . Petersburg 16 49 : 4 . ]  
12189 . Ah heard dat chew could take a horseshoe off  a grey horse an ' turn 

i t  up , de p ' int up ovah yore do ' , an ' yo ' ll be lucky an ' de home wil l  be lucky . 

HORSESHOE OF GREY HORSE - POINT UP - OVER DOOR - LUCK 

HORSESHOE - UPSIDE DOWN - IN FIRE - SALT ON - WISH 

[ Sumter , S .  Car . , ( 1 365 ) , 
24 11 : 3 . ] 
12190 . Keep a hors eshoe 
fo ' good luck . 
(That is all you have to 
do ? )  
Dat ' s  de only thing ah 

heard dat yo ' kin do wit de horseshoe . Make a fiah an ' turn i t  ups i de down an ' 
as i t  burns , sprinkle salt on it an ' make some wishes wi th i t .  [ Florence , S .  
Car . , ( 129 2) , 2191 : 7 . ] 

1219 1 .  You ge t you a horseshoe . You ge t you 
door . You put one at the top and you put one at 

a horseshoe and put it at your 
the b o t tom and nail them down . 

2 HORSESHOES - 1 AT TOP AND 1 AT BOTTOM OF DOOR 
ONE NAILED TO UPPER PART OF DOOR - SWINGS WITH DOOR 
2 TOES OF SHOE WOULD BE POINTED UP TO HOLD UP LUCK 
SHOE AT BOTTOM OF DOOR - SADDLELESS  LIKE MANY DOORS 
WOULD BE EMBEDDED INTO SILL OR BOARD OVER SILL FLUSH 
WITH SURFACE - 2 TOES POINT OUTSIDE AND DOWN INTO 
WOOD - MAKING SURFACE OF SHOE LEVEL WITH FLOOR - IF 
GOOD FITTING JOB - SOME VISITORS WOULD NOT SEE SHOE 
YET - STILL GOOD IDEA TO CARRY RED PEPPER IN POCKET 

When [where ] your friends 
come in the house where 
you is . And put the 
horseshoe down and make 
friends which had been 
your enemies . But now 
they ' re friends when you 
put the horseshoe . They 
come and see you . And i f  
you ' re out where they is , 

pepper in your pocket , red pepper in your pocket . 
where you is af ter you done p ut the horseshoe out 

you j ust  tote you s ome 
Well , they ' re going to come 

to make friends , they can ' t do 
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you any harm . This is like to keep anybody away from you . 
(Ri ght on the top of the door and le t the two pieces 

[ the toes or 2 prongs ] hang down? ) 
Let the two pieces hang down . 
(How do you put i t  on the b o t tom? ) 

429 3  

You put i t  a t  the door but you go t ta cut a track down in the door where the 
door can open,  you see , and put the horseshoe down in there where the door j ust  
comes right on over that . 

(Whi ch way do the ends point , in or out , do you know? )  
Ends point out,  out o f  the house . 
(And do you cover that wi th something? Can they s ee it  down there ? )  
Yes , they can see i t  but they don ' t know what i t  is . [ Memphis , Tenn . , ( 9 76) , 

15 79 : 8 . ] 
1219 2 .  Said they gi t three horseshoes , an ' go in de s tree t an ' pick [up ] 

cigare t pack , an ' gi t de tinsel [ tinfo i l ]  o ffen dere an ' cover dose horseshoes 

HORSESHOES 3 - COVER WITH TINFOIL FROM STREET - BURY 
UNDER THEIR S TEPS - TO MOVE PEOPLE FROM THE HOUSE 

up ,  an ' bury ' em undah de 
s tep of de house . Dat 
will make dem move out .  
(You take three whole 

horseshoes 
Yessuh . 

2649 : 17 . ]  

and cover them with this tinfoil , and you bury them under the step s ? )  
[ For tinfoil no t from s tree t ,  see 12 186 . ]  [Wilson , N .  Car . , ( 1460) , 

1219 3 .  To keep de law away from a place . Well , ah ' ve heard o f ,  they take a 
horseshoe an ' put it up ovah de do ' . That ' s  whut ah ' ve heard of about that . 
[Waycross 1839 : 3 .  ] 

-- --

12 19 4 .  Gi t a horseshoe an ' nail i t  up ovah yo ' do ' ,  an' yo ' be  lucky an ' 
successful an ' de law don' t have-tO come to yore ho�. Nail i t  right ovah yo ' 
do ' or righ t  at  de bot tom o f  yo ' do '�Horseshoe at b o ttom of door no t usual , 
yet�e No . l2 19 1 . ] [Waycross , Ga�l7 32 : 1 . ] 

12 19 5 . (How do you keep the law away? ) 
Hang a horseshoe ovah de front do ' pointin ' down . [Memphis 15 25 : 7 . ] 
12 196 . You take a horseshoe and put it  over the door and take some s ilver 

pape r  [ tinfoil ] and wrap i t  around i t , and hang it on top of [ ove r ]  the door . 
You put the p rongs down . And you won ' t have any troub le � the spirit coming 
back . [ From bellboy at hotel in Petersburg , Va . ,  night my wife and I stayed 
there in 19 36 . He was informant 33 . My original transcrip tion made a few days 
later at tache d . ] 

1219 7 . Take a horseshoe an ' nail i t  up ovah de front do ' - or either take 
.!!!:!!. lumb er - take an ' repair some parts of de house wit new lumber , an ' dat 
would run de spiri ts away . [ Brunswick 19 89 : 2 . ] 

12198 .  Take a horseshoe an ' nail it up ovah yore do ' , ovah each do ' , an ' dey 
say an' dat wil l keep de evil spiri t ou t chure house .---[Way cross  1746 : 2 . ] 

1219 9 . Yo ' s upposed to put a horseshoe turned bottom inverted , wi th de legs 
of de horseshoe � towards de do ' an 1  d e  bo t tom part facing down de d o ' , as yo ' 
co.e in , an ' this is supposed to keep de ghos ts ou t of  anyone ' s  house . [S t .  
Petersburg 1621 : 6 . ] 

12200 . Tuh keep ghos tses outa mah home , use horseshoes ovah mah do ' s .  
[Florence 2220 : 5 . ]  

12201 . Nail  dat horseshoe nai l  fo ' luck up 
horseshoe [nail ] an ' nail  i t  up dere ovah yore 

HORSESHOE NAILS - 1 ONLY - OVER INSIDE OF DOOR 

ovah yore do ' .  Yo ' take dat 
do ' on de inside . Dat ' s fo ' luck 

to a home . [Brunswick ,  Ga . , 
(12 14) , 206 1 : 3 . ] 
1220 2 .  Yo ' kin take a horseshoe 
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an ' two horseshoe nails [ these 2 nails are changed to one later ] .  An '  if  yo ' kin 
gi t a chance to , take dat horseshoe an ' bury it under de person ' s  do ' steps or any 
p lace - or any place . An ' dat will drive ' em away too . An ' j es '  drive dat horse
shoe right down at dere do ' . If i t ' s  in de ground it don ' t make any difference . 

(Just one nail from the horseshoe? ) 
HORSESHOE AT VICTIM' S S TEPS 
HORSESHOE NAIL DRIVEN INTO WALL 
MAKES VICTIM LEAVE THE HOUSE 

Jes ' one nail from de horseshoe . 
(You don ' t  have to put the horseshoe under the 
ground , j us t  the nail? ) 
Take dat nail from outa de horseshoe , drew de 

nail f rom de horseshoe , an ' take de hors eshoe an ' carry it to yore [ victim ' s ]  
house an '  take de nail at dey house an ' drive dat nail into de wall . Dey will 
absolutely leave . [Memphis ,  Tenn . , ( 15 3 7) , 27 78 : 9 . ] 

12203 . Now, lis ten , she kin take nine horseshoe nails , s ome sulphur and 
lard , put those nails in de lard and s ulphur at six ' clock in de  morning . And 
then leave ' em there unti l  six ' clock in de evening ,  s tanding at  chure do ' dere , 
an '  call i t . Put dem nails up on top yore door like tha t [ demonstra tes ] .  

HORSESHOE NAILS 9 - INTO SULPHUR AND LARD - AT 6 A . M .  
LET THEM S TAND AT YOUR DOOR UNTIL 6 P . M .  - THEN LAY 
NAILS ALONG TOP LEDGE OF DOOR - CALLING PERSON ' S NAME 
3 TIMES : I I  SAM ! SAM ! SAM ! COME HEAH ! II - HE I LL COME 

say , "Sam !  Sam !  Sam !  Come heah ! " And he would come . 
at , he ' ll come . [Mobile , Ala . , ( 6 6 7 ) , 878 : 1 3 . ] 

(Lay them along the ledge 
at the top of  the door ? )  
Yes , den you lay them up 
there and then you call 
him three times by his 
name . Jes ' like you ' d 

Ah don ' t care where he ' s  

12204 . Ah ' ve heard about horseshoe nails . Dey tell me yo ' gi t nine horse
shoe nails dat ' s  mighty good luck . But de way ah ' ve heard about de nine horse

HORSESHOE NAILS 9 - STICK THEM INTO PIECE OF FLANNEL 
ALTERNATING THEM HEADS AND TAILS - TIE INTO PACKAGE 
THIS TIES UP "SHARP LUCK" - KEEP IN HOUSE FOR LUCK 

shoe nails , yo ' take them 
nine horseshoe nails an ' 
wrap them up in a piece 
of flannel clo th . Jes ' 
have de head this way 

heah , j es '  change ' em disaway [ info rmant demons trates ] .  
(You put one head one way and one the o ther . )  
Yes sir . An '  then yo ' - after yo ' put a piece of  cord , yo ' tie i t  tight . 

An '  dey say yo ' keep dat in yore house . Tha t ' s mighty good luck in yore home . 

HORSESHOE NAILS 9 - NAME THEM - TIE "HEAD AND TAIL" 
TELLING WHAT YOU WANT - PACKAGE OVER DOOR - LUCK 

[Brunswick , Ga . ,  ( 11 74 ) , 
19 8 2 : 9 . ] 
12205 . De hors eshoe - git 
nine horseshoe nails , an ' 

yo ' tie ' em head an '  tail , an ' 
fo ' luck .  

yo ' name ' em, an ' put ' em ovah yore do ' ,  an ' dat ' s 

(What would you name them? ) 
Wel l ,  yo ' name ' em fo ' j es ' whut chew want ' em tuh do . [ Brunswick , Ga . , ( 12 

( 1206 ) , 2040 : 2 . ] 
1 2 206 . I f  you go t a j ob an ' wanta 

where you kin find an old horseshoe . 
hold it , why yo ' go out to any little place 
An' take a couple of nails - horseshoe 

FIND OLD HORSESHOE WITH 9 NAILS OR ADD NAILS NEEDED 
WHERE YOU WORK - BURY UNDER EAST CORNER - JOB SAFE 

nails - nine of ' em, an ' 
put round dat shoe . Take 
i t  back [ to place where 
you work ] and bring them 

with that , an ' go under in de eas t corner o f  dat place , an '  put dat horseshoe 
down . Put in dere so nobody kin dig i t  up , so it  can ' t be found , an '  leave i t  
dere . Nobody kin have your j ob .  
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(You find that horseshoe that has nine nails in i t  and you take that whole 
horseshoe . You don ' t take the nails out or  anything like that? ) 

No , leave ' em in dere , j us t  as is . [ S t .  Pe tersburg , Fla . , ( 10 25) , 166 1 : 5 . ] 
1220 7 . Sech as ah heard people take horseshoe nails . An ' dey take ' em  an '  

make a [ finger ] rind out o f  ' em tuh give ' em luck . 

HORSESHOE-NAIL RING FOR FINGER - LUCK 

(Lucky for what ? )  
Fo ' gamb lin ' o r  fo ' anything . 
(A horsesho e-nail ring? ) 
Yes . [ Faye tteville , N .  Car . , ( 1394) , 
2505 : 6 . ] 

if  yo ' want to an ' make a ring . 
Ga . ,  ( 1269 ) , 2148 : 10 . ] 

12208 . Yo ' git  a used horseshoe nail 
It ' s  good luck to wear for a ring . [ S avannah , 

1 2 209 . Dey us e a horseshoe nail fo ' a ring . Dat ' s  good luck , wear i t  fo ' a 
ring . [ Brunswick , Ga . ,  ( 12 24) , 205 2 : 2 . ] 

12210 . To ge t a j ob ,  he showed me a nut . Keep in pocket when talking to 
boss . Called a horsenut . [ The B lack-Indian roo t doc tor  of Richmond , Va . ,  had 
shown this nut to me . I did no t recognize it . Buckeyes and ches tnuts I knew . 
Whe ther he gave me this nut I no longer remember , but he did present me wi th a 
lucky root I carried in my recording machine . Every time I showed it  to another 
root doctor i t  was called useless , a fake ! A par t o f  this comment re co rded , 
Richmond ,  Va . ,  ( 385 ) , 3 3 1 : 6 . ]  

1 2 211 . Dey tell me yo ' b uy 
Friday , an ' Friday nigh ts , an ' 

some insane [ incense ] an ' yo ' burn dat every 
dat will make yo re place come to be lucky . An ' 

INCENSE - BURN FRIDAY NIGHTS FOR BUSINESS 
JOHN DE CONK.AH SEWED IN CLOTH ABOUT WAIST 

some say yo ' git dis John de Conkah 
an ' put i t  in a clo th an ' sew it up , 
an ' put i t  round yore waist an ' it  
makes yore home be  happy , an ' yore 

place be lucky an ' success ful . [Waycros s ,  Ga . , ( 10 7 7 ) , 1744 : 10 . ] 
1221 2 . Yo ' could burn this incens e . S ome of ' em burn i t  befo ' twelve a ' clock 

in de day , an' dat will draw in a crowd . 

INCENSE - BURN BEFORE NOON FOR BUSINESS 
( I f  you are selling anything? )  
Yes . I f  yo ' sellin ' o r  e i ther i f  yo ' 
rentin ' de rooms , dat will rent dem 

fo ' yo ' . Burn de incense b efo ' twelve a ' clock . [Wilson , N .  Car . , ( 1454) , 

INCENSE - SUGAR - BURN - BUSINESS : 6 A . M .  NOON 6 P . M .  
264 3 : 7 . ]  
1221 3 . Yo ' git some 
incense an ' mix a little 

sugah wi th it an ' yo ' burn dat . Dat ' s  drawin' power , dat draws . An ' yo ' burn 
dat at hours , yo ' know : lak six a ' c lo ck ,  twelve an ' six in de evenin ' . Dat draws 
mo '  cus tomahs . [Memphis , Tenn . , ( 9 38) , 1517 : 11 . ] 

INCENSE - BURN 7 MORNINGS - SAYING : 
WHOSOMEVER STOLE MAH GOODS BRING 'EM 

12214 . Yo ' git some o f  dis incense and 
burn it fo ' seven mo rnings . Now, if you 
know the name o f  that person ,  you call 
the name , but i f  you do no t know the name ,  

yo ' j es t  say , Whosomever sto le mah goods� bring 'em. And they will bring them 
back . [Mob ile , Ala . , ( 6 7 3) , 889 : 8 . ] 

12 215 . Ah heard i f  yo ' had a enemy , a unfeeling 
ter agains t chew , tuh go out in de morning befo ' de 

BEFORE SUNRISE IN OPEN FIELD - BURN INCENSE - THROW 

enemy who was hard an '  bit
sunrise in an open field , 

SALT & OLIVE OIL TO RISING SUN - WISH - CHANGES ENEMY 

an ' take salt an' olive 
oil , ah think it is , an' 
burn incense . An '  take 
dis salt an' olive oil 
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an ' make yore wish , an ' throw i t  toward de sunrise , before it rises , an ' dey 
will feel to [ for ] yo ' . [Waycross , Ga . ,  ( 1 104) , 17 7 8 : 7 . ] 

12216 . Wel l ,  yo ' goes tuh work an ' yo ' gi t chew some incense an ' yo ' burn i t  
i n  yore lamp or anywhere , roun ' evah mawnin ' ' fore de sun rise . An ' yo ' talk 

INCENSE - BURN BEFORE SUNRISE - TALK TO IT - LUCK 
tuh de incense whils t it 
smokin ' - whils t it burnin ' -
an' s ay whut chew want it  

tuh b ring toward yore place , an ' dat will bring yo ' good luck . [ Sumter , S .  Car . , 

INCENSE - BURN MONDAY - WEDNESDAY - THURSDAY 
FLUSH S TEPS AND SIDEWALK WITH SALT WATER 
THIS BRINGS IN TRADE AND PROTECTS THE PLACE 

( 1365 ) , 2412 : 9 . ] 
12217 . Wel l ,  sometimes yo ' kin 
take incense . Yo '  know what dat 
is . Yo ' burn it Thursdays an' 

Wednesdays . An ' yo ' take an ' 
wash yore front s teps wit dis salt dat chew makes ice cream out o f .  Den yo ' 
throw de water inside an ' le t i t  run outs ide . Let i t  run back outside . Den yo ' 
wash dose things . Ah know dose are lucky . 

( Then you wash wha t ? ) 
Yo ' wash yore front out [sidewalk off ] . S tand in front an ' p o ' yo ' water up 

[ to the building ] an ' le t it run back down [ to gut ter and ] out . An ' wash de 
place all out good an '  burn i t  [ incense ] Thursdays , Wednesdays an ' Mondays . 

(Any parti cular time those days that you burn that incense ? )  
Well,  i t ' s b es t tub burn i t  ' bout five [ usually 6 ]  an '  twelve . 
( Five when? )  
I n  de evening ,  twelve in d e  day . [ S t .  Pe tersbur g ,  Fla . , ( 1004) , 1620 : 1 . ] 
12218 . Take that incense and put i t  in a lamp ? 
(No , to keep the husband from running around , you said ? )  
To keep the husband from running around ? 
(Yes . )  
Well , i f  her husband is running around , she burn a lamp on him . See . That ' s  

to make him come back to her . 
( Tell me the who le thing right [ from the beginning ] .  The whole thing . )  
She burn a lamp on him , yes . 
(All right . )  
She take this incense and put i t  in the lamp . 
(Yes ? )  
Wel l ,  she ' ll light i t and burn i t  low in the daytime and high at night . Well 

that ' s  to draw him back to her ,  you see . 
( I  see .  If he ' s  running around with other women . )  [ Vicksb urg , Miss . ,  ( 73 7 ) , 

1008 : 1 . ] 
12219 . Burn incense to get a man ' s money in the room where he is . [Wilming

ton 114 : 8+85 • ] 
12 220 . Burn incense . Burn that fo ' 9 days an ' yo ' ll draw in c us tomers . 

[Waycross by No . ll7 2 , about cyl . l732 . ] 
1 2 2 2 1 .  Dey burn incense . 
(To keep the law away? )  
Yessuh .  [ Faye tteville 256 1 : 4 . ] 
12222 . Luaky Hearts InaenseJ 3 aornered square [ informant ' s  word for these 

hear t-shaped or triangularly shaped obj ects to be burned ] ,  b urn tho s e  li ttle 
numb ers in them, ge t the dus t from this incense , put i t  in your money when p lay
ing po licy [a gambling game ] , good luck . [This is my condensation of a rite 
from cylinders los t before they could be transcribed . Informant 9 6 2 , also given 
elsewhere in HOODOO , good , from 155 2 : 5 ,  Memphis , Tenn . ] 

1 2 2 2 3 . [ This may be my firs t encounter wi th that cas ting-of-lots-device - as 
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o ld as his tory ,  in many forms , under many names - the JACK, a p ersonal fet ish 
WHO answers your ques tions YES or NO . My original transcrip tion in pencil is 
at tached here to manus crip t of HOODOO. ] ( "Did no t copy , wi ll use only in foot
no te . On wha t would have been cylinder 321 et c .  S tory in which root doctor 
seems to use a mechanical toy whi ch he calls JACK & to which he [ doctor ] gives 
orders . He wound it [ perhap s a child ' s  toy ! ] .  [ This mechanical obj e c t ]  goes 
under bed of s i ck person . Something wrong with informant ' s  voice [ ! ! ! ]  & badly 
recorded [no thing wrong with voice but with machine ] .  Happened in Amelia Co . , 
Va . ,  1908 , in country . )  [ I  have re ferred to this particular JACK several times 
in HOODOO. For a good account of  this ancient device see THE "JACK-BALL" MAN , 
pp . l59 3- 1599 ; a lso MOJO EXPERT , pp . l247-1268 , v . 2 . ] 

122 24 . I f  yo ' know fo ' certain dat somebody had carried s omepin roun ' yore 
house an ' yo ' didn ' t wan ta gi t hurt , why i t ' s no way dat dey kin hurt chew den . 
We ll,  now de only way dat yo ' git  hurt by anythin ' lak dat is no t knowin ' ; but 

INSIDE OF YOU - GETTING SOMETHING 
THE ONLY WAY HOODOO CAN HURT YOU 

' long as yo ' have anything on yore mind 
' bout anybody trickin ' yo ' or anything lak 
dat , i t  kinnot happen , unless  dey git it  
ins ide o f  yo ' .  [This reminds me o f  the 

old saying : Shoot a ghost and you wi l l  always draw b lood. ] [Wi lson , N .  Car . , 
( 1459 ) , 2649 : 1 . ]  

12225 . Yo ' supposed tuh use Jockey Club perfume . 
( I t ' s Jockey Club o r  Jack of Clubs . ) 

Well,  ah cain ' t gi t i t  right . 
(Jack of Clubs from the deck of cards or  the j ockey that rides a ho rse ? )  
Yeah ,  j acke t dat chew put on yo ' Per fume [ ! ! ! ] .  Yo ' supposed tuh use dat an '  

garlic . Keep garl ic in yo re pocket an ' Jack of Clubs in yore pocket , an ' yo ' 

JOCKEY CLUB PERFUME - RUB ON GARLIC IN POCKET - GAMBLING 
supposed tuh have 
luck in gamblin ' . 
(What do you do , put 

this pe rfume on 
of  the moment ! ]  

the garlic? ) [ Is this for real or a p iece o f  concoted wi tticism 

Put i t  on de garlic  an ' on yore han ' when yo ' goin ' 
garli c in yore pocket an '  de Jack of Clubs , j is '  po ' a 
ban ' an ' go into de gamblin ' , see , an ' have yo ' garlic 
phis , Tenn . , ( 9 4 7 ) , 15 2 7 : 5 . ] 

to a game . But keep de 
little b i t  out in yo re 
in yore pocket . [Memr 

12226 . Jockey Club and White Rose perfumes 
gamb ling : on hands , forehead and behind ears . 

rubbed on 3 p laces for luck in 
[New Orleans , La . ,  ( 835 ) , 125 7 : 4 . ] 

HIGH JOHN DE CONKA.H PREPARED TO MEET BOSS AND JOB 
3 PERFUMES : HEARTS COLOGNE - HONEY SUCKLE - CRABAPPLE 
tEASPOONFUL OF HONEY - TEASPOONFUL OF ALLSPICE - IN 
BO'l'TLE - ADD SPOONFUL OF WHISKEY - REST ON A SHELF 
111 'DIE NAME OF THE FATHER, SON AND HOLY GHOST 
WEAR SOCKS INS IDE OUT WHEN LEAVING TO SEE BOSS AND 
ALSO ANOINT YOURSELF WITH THE CONTENTS OF THE BOTTLE 

12227 . (When you go to 
ge t the j ob? ) 
You ge t High John [ de  
Conkah ] and hartshorn 
[ this name for an old-
fashioned chemical some
times given to Hearts 
Co logne ! Not a confu-
sion ,  but a mispronun

ciation ] ,  honey suckle , crabapple [ 3  perfumes ] and you put these in there with 
a teaspoonful of honey and a teaspoonful of allspi ce ,  these ground spices , cloves 
[other unnamed ] . 

(Cloves ? )  
Yes . 
�ell , how do they use that?  I mean - you put it  in this bottle . What do you 

� with that then , that bo t tle? ) 
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They puts i t  up on a shelf  in the Name of  the Lord • • • •  
(You put - grind i t  up and put a spoonful of  High John the Conquer in this 

too . Put i t  in the b o t tle and then - what did you say you use the name o f ,  when 
you [ they ] put it on themse lves and when they go right down and they get the 
j ob ? ) 

Put i t  on yourself and you go right down [ to see bos s ] . Course you got the 
odor on you too . 

( I  see . Tha t odor is on you whi le you are talking to the boss , so  he ' s 
likely to give you the j ob .  I see . And you say , In the Name of the Father, Son 
and Ho Ly Ghost . ) 

Af ter they do tha t ,  they anoint their fee t ,  and then they turn the ir sock on 
the wrong side and use tha t same s tuff . And turn the sock from the wrongs ide 
out , when they are going down there . 

(Both socks or j us t  one of them? ) 
Both o f  them . 
(Put both o f  them wrongside out? ) 
Yes . 
(They put the s tuff on them that they use to ge t the j ob ? )  
Yes . 
(When they are going down , j us t  turn their socks wrongside out on them. I 

see . )  [Newport News , Va . ,  (479 ) , 499 : 5 . ] 
12 2 2 8 .  Wal ,  yo ' kin gi t dat John de Conker , called de King of de WorZd. 

Ah ' ve tried dat an ' dat ' s  no t so good . Wal , yo ' take it when yo ' git it an ' git 

JOHN DE CONKAH = KING OF DE WORLD - SEW INTO RED 
FLANNEL - INTO PACKAGE STICK 12 NEW PINS - WEAR IN 
LEFT POCKET - FEED IT 9 DROPS OF HEARTS PERFUME 
EVERY 3 WEEKS - KEEP S ALL ENEMIES AWAY - EVEN LAW 

chew a piece of red flannen , 
see , an ' sew dat up in a 
piece o f  red flannen . 
( S ew this John de Conkah up 
in this red flannel . )  
Dat ' s  right an ' den gi t chew 

some Hearts Perfume [bo t tle has 2 or  more small red hearts on lab el ]  an ' put chew 
9 drops on dere . An '  put chew twelve pins in dat , see , right out a bran ' -new 
package of pins . Wear i t  in yore left pocket every day yo ' go . An ' in a cer
tain length of  time , dat odor  - yo ' has to per fume it  ovah ag ' in - dat means 
every 3 weeks . I t ' ll work fo ' yo ' ,  too . Ah ' ve tried dat . 

(What do you wear this lit t le bag for? What is that supposed to do? )  
We ll , dat ' s  to keep yore enemies away from yo ' . An '  if yo ' wanta start any 

business , yo ' have success an ' good luck after dat - no cops to bother , nuthin 
atall [ at all ] . Dey might come to yore ·place but when dey come to  de place 
dey ' ll s it  down an ' talk with yuh . [ S t .  Petersburg , Fla . , ( 1012) , 16 38 : 3 . ] 

12229 . They says to have luck : well you know you kin take a p iece of lode-
s tone . You kin take a lodestone an ' git chao piece of ' High John de Conkah ro ot . 

HIGH JOHN DE CONKAH - LODESTONE - RED FLANNEL BAG 
SEW INTO - 3 TIMES WEEKLY POUR PERFUME ON [FEED IT ] 
LODESTONE WILL GROW - HAS HAIRS - WILL MOVE TOO 
LAY IT ON THIS TABLE [BETWEEN US ] • • •  GO BACK ABOUT A 
HALF HOUR AFTER - IT 'D BE DONE MOVED - FOR GAMBLING 
THIS CALLED BLACK LODESTONE - THERE ARE OTHER KINDS 

An '  yo ' kin take dat an ' 
put i t  in a piece of  red 
flannin [ flannel ] ,  an ' 
take an ' sew it up . An' 
g i t  chao some perfume an ' 
pour it  over the re . An ' 
you ' ll have good luck in 
any games you go in . You 

will win . That ' s to draw luck 
[with the perfume ] say about 3 
An' that lodes tone will grow . 
[fee�ng it ] the larger i t  be . 

- lodes tone would . Jis ' bathe [ usually fe ed] it 
times a week to keep it kin ' a moss ted [moist ] .  
See , that would grow • • •  j is '  as long as you keep 

An '  as it grow , lit tle hairs will come out , 
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little teenny hairs . Yo ' kin see ' em comin ' out . I t ' s a lodes tone , look j is ' 
like a p iece o f  coal [ several places in HOODOO this is  called b laak Lodestone ] .  
But only them hairs • • •  an' they will move too . You could take a piece of that an ' 
lay i t  on this tab le [between us ] in one place , an ' then you go back about a half 
an hour after , i t ' d be done moved . [Richmond , Va . , (36 1) , 29 7 : 9 . ] 

12230 . They take tha t gunpowder and John de Conkah an ' put all that together 
and yo ' wrap that all up in a j ohmo , j omoh in a red piece of flannen an ' yo ' take 

GUNPOWDER AND JOHN DE CONKAH WRAPPED IN RED FLANNEL 
CALLED A JOMOH [A HAND ] - FEED IT HEARTS COLOGNE 
9 MORNINGS - I F  YOU DON ' T  SEE A CHANGE - THROW IT 
AWAY - ANYONE TRYING TO HOODOO YOU WILL SOON APPEAR 

that  then and yo ' git chew 
some Hearts Cologne and yo ' 
water [feed]  ' er nine days , 
nine mawnin ' s  • • •  

(You water [feed] it? ) 
Yes sub . Give it  dat 

Hearts Co Logne on it fer 9 mawnin ' s ,  and on [after ] de 9 mawnin ' s  if there don ' 
b e  a change , on the ninth mawnin ' , you throw i t  away . 

(What do you do this for? ) 
Dey say i f  anybody tryin� to do anything to you,  that thing will fix [hoodo o ]  

' em .  It will b ring them t o  you . [ Jacksonville , Fla . , (59 2 ) , 765 : 1 . ] 
12231 . Yo ' go git chew a piece of root - John de Conkah root - and bury it 

in de ground ' bout three days . Take it  out and git chew a bott le of Hearts 

JOHN DE CONKAH - BURY 3 DAYS - PIECE OF IT IN BOTTLE 
WITii HEARTS COLOGNE AND SUGAR - CHEW PIECE IN FRONT 
O F  BOSS - FOR JOB LOOK HIM RIGHT IN DE EYE AND SPIT 

Co logne an ' a little b i t  
sugah and sew i t  up tight 
in a bag . And chew you a 
p iece ob [ o f ]  dat John de 
Conkah roo t . And when you 

go an ' knoak de boss [ knock on the door? ] fer a j ob ,  j es t  look h im right dead in 
de eye , s ays , " Captain , I want a j ob . " An '  j es t  look him right in de eye and 
spi t . And he say , "All right , boy , come on heah . "  He ' ll give you a j ob . But 
look him in de eye , if you want a j ob - look right in de eye . [ Charles ton , 
S .  Car . , ( ? ) , 6 45 : 6 . ] 

12232 . Gi t you White John de Conkah root - piece of white - piece o f  white 
roo t  and i t ' s hard . [Only t ime I ever heard of white ! ] You take a knife or 

LODESTONE - S ILVER DIME - NEEDLE POINT - RED FLANNEL 
BAG - WEAR - CHEW P IECE OF WHITE JOHN DE CONKAH - SP IT 
SPIT FINE - GETS ON BOSS CLOTHES - CANNOT SEE - JOB 

a j ob , you talk to ' um,  but you kinda sp it real fine and 
clo thes . 

(Spi t ? ) 
Yes . 
[ I turn of f recording machine but soon res tart i t . ] 

hat che t or somepin and 
cut i t .  And you put it 
in your mouth and whilst 
you goin ' round to dose 
p erson where you wants 
let it  get on dere 

(To help you with this , to ge t that j ob , you get some lodes tone . )  
Get some lodes tone . You get dat lodes tone and put i t  in de red flannel and 

you ties i t  up with a ten cent p iece [a  silver dime ] and need le point . When 
[ then ]  you wear dat in de pocket separate from anything where no tobacco or noth
in' kin gi t with i t ,  if you have to make you a li ttle pocket [bag ] - you j ust 
wear i t  wi th dat , and you - de person you go to ' em and talk to ' em  with dat , 
vby you ' ll finally draw dere attention and you ' ll get de j ob .  [Vicksburg , Mis s . , 
(743) ' 10 13 : 1 .  1 

1 2233 . Dat High John de Conkah root  by hi tself , yo ' kin take dat in de mawn
in '  an '  yo ' kin git up ' fo re de sun rise , an ' dere ' s a word dat chew have tuh say 
befo '  de sun rise , an ' look to de eas t .  Po ' a lit tle of  it out of de bottle ,  de 
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HIGH JOHN DE CONKAH - IN BOTTLE WITH HEARTS COLOGNE 
OR PUR8 GIN WYISKEY - BEFORE SUNRISE - LOOK TO EAST 
POUR LIQUID FROM BOTTLE INTO HAND - RUB HAND ACROSS 
FACE 3 TIMES JUST AS THE SUN RISES - WHILE SAYING 
SO WE LIVE , SO WE DIE - THEN YOU WILL INHERIT MONEY 

liquid o ffa de root  into 
yore han ' an ' rub it cro ss 
yore face three times . 
(What will tha t do? ) 
Dat ' s  to inherit mo ' money . 
(Wha t words do you say ? ) 
Jes ' say , "So  we l ive , so 

we die , "  po ' a little b i t  in yore han ' an ' rub it cross yore face an ' look to 
where de sun ris in ' in de mawnin ' . 

(Wha t kind o f  liquid do you put in the bo t tle ? ) 
Yo ' kin put gin whiskey on i t ,  or  ei thah Hearts Co logne - nuthin excusin ' dat . 

Hearts Co logne or ei thah pure gin whiskey [ gin or white whiskey ] .  [ Flo rence , S .  
Car . , ( 1306 ) , 2 2 10 : 11 . ] 

1 2 2 34 .  I f  you is gamb ling and you wants luck , 
dus t. See . You git you a dime - a silver dime . 

wel l you ' ll gi t you some s tee l 
Gi t that dime and you put i t  

i n  a p iece of flannel ,  and 
you take i t  and you git  a 
pie ce o f  John de Conkah 
root . See , that John de 
Conkah root . You takes 
all that and you put i t  
down i n  there . Stee l dust,  

GAMBLING HAND AND ALL INTO FLANNEL :  JOHN DE CONKAH 
STEEL DUST - SILVER DIME - CINNAMON - VAN- VAN OR 
JOCKEY CLUB PERFUME - KEEP THIS FLANNEL PACKAGE IN 
POCKET - AND RUB IT IN THERE - NEVER LET ANYONE SEE 
YOU RUBBING [ UNLUCKY ] OR SEE THE HAND [ LOSES POWER] 

and then you get you some o f  that cinnamon powde r .  You unders tand . And you 
takes tha t down [ from shelf ] and put it in there , and then you git you some van
van . You ever heard o f  that . Or some good Jockey C lub Perfume . And you put i t  
[ flannel package or hand] in your pocke t . See , that s tee l dus t draws . Then you 
put it in your pocket and every time you wants to gamb le wi th somebody , you take 
i t  and rub it like tha t in your hand . You see . Take i t  and rub i t  in your hand 
but don ' t le t ' em see you . And whatever you doing,  you going to be lucky . [New 
Orleans , La . , ( 8 7 1) , 1412 : 3 . ] 

12235 . I ' ve heard talk an ' I ' ve known it 
John de Conkah . An ' she taken an ' put i t  in 

done , get tin ' a roo t  they call 
a bot tle an ' tote [ carried ] i t  

WOMAN WI TH  BOTTLED JOHN DE CONKAH PRETENDS T O  THROW 
IT  AT RISING SUN 10 MORNINGS - TO BRING HER MAN BACK 

with he r fo ' 10 mawnin ' s .  
When she get up • • •  dey go 
to de ris in '  of de sun fo ' 
ten mawnin ' s  an '  have dat 

[bottle ]  in her right hand by her ri ght side , an ' give it throw-off like that 
[makes a motion of throwing the root towards the sun ] . Regain her husband . 

JOHN DE CONKAH - FEED COLOGNE OR WHISKEY 
EVERY TIME YOU EAT OR GAMBLE - LUCKY 

[Wi lmington , N .  Car . , ( 2 7 2) , 19 4 : 4+85 . ]  
12236 . Say take John de Conker. I t ' s 
in de woods , i t ' s  a weed , yo ' take hit.  
It ' s  got a whole lotta spring to it . 

An ' put i t  in a bo ttle an' feed it , feed it wi th cologne or whiskey . Yo ' feed 
it eve r '  time yo ' eat , or ever ' time yo ' go tuh gamb lin ' . Feed it an ' dey say 
hi t ' s  lucky . [Wilson , N .  Car . , (1455 ) , 2645 : 16 . ] 

122 3 7 . Dey got a lodes tone 
LODESTONE - OIL OF CINNAMON - JOHN DE CONKAH - SPIT dat ' s  p re t ty good an ' it ' s  

oil of cinnamon , an ' yo ' 
kin gi t - i f  yo ' kin gi t John de Conkah - dat ' s good to use in sp i t tin ' when yo ' 
go in , yo ' know . 

(To get a j ob ? )  
Yes . [Memphis , Tenn . , ( 9 38) , 15 19 : 1 . ] 
12238 . Git a p iece o f  lodes tone an '  a p iece of John de Conkah root  an '  a 



- Hoodoo - Conj uration - Wit chcraft - Rootwork - 4301 

LODESTONE - ADAM-AND-EVE - JOHN DE CONKAH 
SEW INTO RED FLANNEL - WEAR - LUCK AND JOB 

piece o f  Eve-an ' -Adam root [Adam 
and Eve ] root  an ' sew it  up in a 
red p iece of flannel an '  wear 
dat . Dat ' s  fo ' luck an' j obs . 

JOHN DE CONKAH - BLACKSNAKE ROOT - IN PERFUME 
24 HOURS - PUT ON HANDKERCHIEF - WAVE AT BOSS 

[Waycross , Ga . ,  ( 1090) , 1758 : 2 . ] 
12 2 39 . Take Hearts Perfume an ' 
yo ' take dis blacksnake root an ' 
take de John de Conkah an '  yo ' 

put i t  in dis perfume an ' let i t  s tay fo ' 
hours , yo ' put dat perfume on yo ' an ' yo ' 
yo ' take dis per fume on yore han ' ke ' ch ' ef 
s trates ] .  

(Jus t  wave i t  around . )  

twenty- fo ' hours an ' in twenty-fo ' 
go down an '  as yo ' ask ' im  fo ' a j ob ,  
an ' yo ' wavin ' it lak dis [ demon-

Jes ' wave an ' dat ' ll change his mind an ' he ' ll give yo ' a j ob ,  even if yo ' 
qui t ,  an ' he ' ll send back fo ' yo ' .  [ Fayet teville , N .  Car . , { 1423) , 251 8 : 3 . ] 

12240 . I would get me a snakeroo t  and I would put that in a p iece of  red 
flannel , and I would put that in my pocket , and I would get me a he John de 

SNAKEROOT IN RED FLANNEL - WEAR IN POCKET 
CHEW HE JOHN DE CONKAH - SPIT BEFORE BOSS 

Conkah , and I would take it and 
chew i t ,  and I would spit it , j ust 
like I spi t  on this way [ demon
s trates ] on this side o f  him , and 

I would sp i t  i t  in front of  him,  and I would ask him for a j ob .  [A "he" John 
dB Conkah is rare , this may be the only one . Is there also a " she? " ]  [New 

CHEW JOHN DE CONKAH - SPIT NEAR PERSON FOR FAVOR 
Orleans , La . , ( 85 3) , 1344 : 4 . ] 
1224 1 .  Well ,  you use John 
the Conkah root , j ust take 

it and put i t  in your mouth 
you, I ' d  j ust  keep achewing 
make i t  all right . 

and chew i t . And j us t  like I wanted a favor out o f  
it  and spit while I be talking to you ,  and that ' ll 

{Especially i f  you want a j ob . )  
Yes sir . [Vicksburg , Miss . , (5 38 ) , 1009 : 9 . ] 
12242 . I f  you get holt of a p iece o f  a root - what they call dis roo t?  John 

de Conker . See . They ' ll put tha t in their mouth and they chew it , see , and 

JOHN DE CONKAH - CHEW - SPIT ON HANDS - RUB ON FACE 
they spi t i t  in their hand . 
The j uice from that root , 
they ' ll spit i t  in their 

hand and then they ' ll rub it on their face . And then they go and talk right in
to the man ' s  face , and whenever he gets a s cent of  that ,  why then he ' ll have to 
ei ther do one way or tuther [ the o ther ] . Tell you to come back or tell you not 
to come back - one o f  the two . [ S avannah , Ga . ,  (5 39 ) , 660 : 4 . ] 

122 4 3 .  John de Conkah, dey say ,  an ' yo ' put i t  in yuh mouth on de le f '  s ide , 
an' spit aroun '  ' im [boss ] . Don ' t let ' im know you got de roo t in yuh an '  he ' ll 
do anything in [ the ] verl [wo rld ] fah yah . [A lso see following root for another 

CHEW JOHN DE CONKAH IN LEFT SIDE OF MOUTH - RARE 

KING OV.SR KING ROOT = JOHN DE CONKAH? - DIVIDE LEAF 
ONE PART IN YUH BOTTOM LIP AN ' ANOTHER PART IN YUH 
TOP LIP - SPIT IN HAND • • •  TAP • • •  FO 'HEAD • • •  I WANT CHEW 
TO DO • • • SICH AN ' SICH - SPIT - BREATH REACHES VI CTIM 

chewing method . ]  [Rich
mond, Va . , (417 ) , 369 : 2 . ] 
12244 . {Now you are going 
into the woods to • do some
thing . What do you do in 
the woods ? )  
Wel l ,  i f  yo ' didn ' t wanta 
do dat , yo ' could go in 

de woods an ' gi t some King over King. Hi t ' s a lea f ,  i t ' s  a leafy hair [ leaf 
with hairs ? ] .  Well , yo ' could put i t - j es '  lak yo ' wus comin ' behin ' me fo ' a 
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j ob ,  yo ' could divide i t .  Yo ' could [ put ] one part in yore bo ttom lip an ' 
another p art  in yore top lip ,  an ' spit in yuh han ' an ' tap it  on yuh fo ' head an' 
j es '  say ,  "We l l ,  ah want chew to do so-an ' -so an ' si ch an ' si ch a thing !' All 
right , ah spit [ i t  out of my mouth ] j es ' so ah [you ] could gi t de wind of yuh 
breath . [Waycross , Ga . , (1141) , 1856 : 4 . ] 

12245 . Now yo ' d  haf tuh [have to ] - yo ' kin git  a p iece of High John de 
Conkah an ' yo ' put dat in yo re mout ' when i t ' s  green [see comment later ] , ef  

CHEW HIGH JOHN DE CONKAH WHEN IT' S GREEN = I N  SEASON 
IF YOU ARE IN CROWD - HE ' LL CALL YO ' • • •  WITH • • •  FINGER 

yo ' gi t done [ down? ] 
dere when i t ' s [plant 
is ] green an ' yo ' kin b e  
s tandin ' way ovah yondah 

[ down? ] .  Yo ' ain ' t go tta git right upon dem, j es t  s tay anywhere de air is s tir
rin ' . An ' yo ' got that in yo ' [your mouth ] an ' yo ' b reathin ' an ' he ' s  [boss 
is ] s tandin ' up dere on dat s tand [platform]  an ' he ' ll look ovah all dat crowd 
an '  he ' ll call yo ' j es t  like dat [ demons trates ] with his finger . 

(And he ' s  go t [you have ] the j ob . )  [This same informant mentions green John 
de Conkah , the plant in season , in No . 90 77 , p . 36 7 9 , v . 4 . ] [ Savannah , Ga . , (542) , 
6 74 : 1 . 1 

12 246 . You git you a assafidadee [ asafetida ] see , an '  beat i t  up fine , 
an ' put some turpentine in i t , some Hearts Cologne . And git chew a piece o f  

JOHN DE CONKAH ROOT - CUT UP FINE - PUT ON IT HEARTS 
COLOGWE AND TURPENTINE - SEW INTO BAG - WEAR AROUND 
NECK - STOMACH LIKE A STONE - NOTHING CAN HARM YOU 

John de Conkah root , and 
cut dat up fine and sew 
i t  up tigh t ,  and wear i t  
right around yo ' neck , an ' 
leave it lay right on yo ' 

ches t ,  and no thin ' kin nevah harm yo ' ,  i f  
(Nothing wi ll ever harm you, I see . )  

somebody go in ' poison you . 

Even if somebody give you [him] sompin to eat ,  it couldn ' t go into his s tomach. 
His s tomach like a s tone . [ Charleston , S .  Car . ,  ( ? ) , 6 45 : 3 . ] 

1224 7 . Well,  yo ' gi t a piece an ' put i t  in yore pocke t .  The b es t  way , though , 
tuh use it is tuh pound i t  up . [To use pounded- up John de Conqueror is unusual . ]  

PRECEDING RITE CUTS UP ROOT FINE - THIS ONE POUNDS UP 
(The High John the Con
que ror . )  
Yo ' kin kinda s trike [ cut 

o f f ] a little edge of it , yo ' know , i f  there ' s time , yo ' know , an' they [victim ]  
won ' t no tice . Put a li ttle i n  yore mouth yo ' know , every t ime yo ' goin ' places , 
an ' yo ' [ o ther person ] cain' t see it , but chew kin kinda • • •  

(To get a j ob if you are going in to the bos s ? )  
Yes . [Memphis , Tenn . , ( 1542) , 2 7 89 : 7 . ]  
12248 . That High John de Conkah or sulphur and 

o f f  to a certain extent ; but mos t ly the way tha t a 

HIGH JOHN DE CONKAH OR SULPHUR AND SALT - EITHER 
CHOICE WILL KEEP AWAY LAW WITHOUT BECOMING A STOOL 
PIGEON - SEE MY COMN8NT LA�R - PRECEDING ROOT KEPT 
NEAR OOOR CAN BE DRESSED WITH ANY KIND OF PERFUME 
IF POLI CE COME THEY WILL NOT BOTHER ABOUT ALCOHOL 

sal t ,  that ' ll keep ' em [ law ]  
pers on kin do that , you kin 

keep ' em o f f  all right and 
a person · don ' t really have 
to be a s too ly pigeon [ see 
comment later ] .  But you 
kin mee t around them [ the 
law ]  with the right herbs , 
such as High John de Conkah 

and Ada�and-Eve , and have 
kin dress i t  with any kind 
in , won ' t never look . 

it  [roots ] dressed. If you have i t  dressed , well , you 
o f  perfume . But have it  roun '  your do ' r , and dey come 

( They come and won ' t do anything? )  
Yes . They come and there will always be harmony wi t yuh . They won ' t hardly 
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ever look for nothing . They walk right over the s tuff [boo tleg alcoho l ]  and 
won ' t find it . [Here my informant s ays police will s carcely b o ther a s tool 
pigeon , a police informer , who is  selling a few bootleg liquor drinks . That 
is how seller keeps in touch with the underworld . S tool pigeons occasionally 
came in to see what I was doing . Us ually my local helpers informed us ,  occas ion
ally I myself spo tted one , as I explain somewhere in the text . Fortunately I 
never did anything to cause po lice action , though twice I was mis takenly raided . ]  

IF  TRIED IN COURT - CHEW A PIECE OF JOHN DE CONKAH 
HOLD BREATH - BE SLOW IN SPEAKING - CASE DISMISSED 

[Norfo lk ,  Va . ,  ( 4 7 2) , 484 : 2 . ] 
12249 . Well , de fac ' about 
i t ,  suh ,  yo ' uses whut root 
dey call High John de Conker 

roo t .  Yo ' see , yo ' goes tuh work an ' yo ' put a piece of dat root in yore mouth 
when yo ' goin ' tub be tried . Yo ' chews it an ' ho ld yore breath [before speaking] 
an ' be s low in speakin ' - be very s low in speakin ' . 

(And the j udge will le t you go ? )  
He will absolutely ,  de really fac ' about i t  - have [you be ] sent away [ case 

dismissed ] .  [ Savannah , Ga . ,  ( 1 2 7 7) , 21 7 2 : 4 . ] 
12250 . I t  have to be  Red Devil Lye , de same lye dat dey use for s crubbing 

porches . You b uy Red Devi l lye in de groc ' ry s tore , you see , b ut it ' s  more • • •  

RED DEVIL LYE - OPEN CAN - BURY UPSIDE DOWN AT FRONT 
DOOR - WITH JOHN DE CONKAH - OTHER ROOTS - DRAGON ' S  BLOOD 

FAMILIAR LYE RITE WITHOUT ADDITIONS KEEPS LAW AWAY 

[ expensive in hoodoo 
shops ? ] .  Now, you 
git dis Red Devil 
Lye and after cut-
ting [making an 

opening in ] dis can ,  you unders tand , you turns it  ups ide down [ a  number of  "up
side down" lye cans have been given in text ] you see . And dere ' s  some kind o f  
roo t dey ge t .  John de Conkah i s  one and i t ' s  another one . Y o u  see [ there are ] 
several of them, but I do no t [ remember? ]  even enough to know each and every one 
of them. And ge t some o f  dis Dragon ' s  B lood and you sprinkle it around dere [ the 
door ] . De law will come to de door but dey will never be able enough to enter . 

(Well , what do you do after you get that can open? ) 
Dat can - when you get dat can open you put dat can in de earth upside down ,  

you see how i t  is , and cover i t  righ t  back up and leave i t  s tay dere , but i t  mus t 
be right to your front , de leading door dat comes in . 

(What do you do with these  roots then? ) 
Well ,  dose roots , well dose  roo ts dey ' ll have to be right side de can . John 

de Conkah you have cause dat will conquer everything . [Charle s ton ,  s .  Car . , 
(499) , 54 2 : 8 . ] 

1 2 251 . Ah ain ' t 
ah ' m  goin ' tell yo ' 

goin ' [ te l l ]  yo ' no lie . Ah ' ll tell yo ' de truth now , but 
' bout dis . Now , ah ' m  goin ' [ tell ]  whut ah knows an ' whut ah 

don ' t know ah won ' t tell 
�OliN DE CONKAH - A STRAIGHT THING - WON ' T  DIE - BOIL 
lOOT - STRAIN THROUGH WHITE RAG - SPRINKLE THIS TEA 
1lU ROOT OF MEDICINE - SPRINKLE SALT BEHIND - SWEEP 
mT BEHIND PERSON - AIN 'T COMIN ' BACK DERE NO MO ' 

yo ' ,  ' c ' use  ah don ' ca ' 
fo ' no foolishness . 
Wel l ,  all righ t .  Now, ah 
have had people roomin' 
wi t me . Ah have nm a 

roomin '  house . Co ' se ah haven ' t  run one lately .  Fifteen yeahs ago heah in d is 
� an '  people heah dat wouldn ' t pay me , an ' ah wanted dem tuh s tay , an' dey 
.uu1dn ' t s tay ' way from mah house . Ah wan ted ' em tuh s tay ' way . Ah sprinkle 
salt dere . Ah had tub sprinkle salt down . An '  now John de Conkah is a st;raight 
tning , is a s traight fac t ,  it won ' t die . John de Conkah root will not . Yo ' 
�ils hit an '  s trains i t  through a thin white · rag , an ' git all dem herbs an ' 
trash in through de rag , an ' take dat tea an ' sprinkle it an '  sweep yore f lo ' 
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wit i t . Sprinkle sal t behin ' dere an ' sweep i t  out , j es '  anybody dat go out . 
Jes ' have i t  in a b o t tle an ' anybody dat go out , j es ' sp rinkle salt on de floor 
an ' sp rinkle dat roo t of medicine on de flo ' an ' sweep i t  out behin ' ' em. Ah ' ll 
guarantee dey ain ' t comin ' back dere no mo ' .  [Memphis ,  Tenn . , (15 26 ) , 2 7 24 : 3 . ] 

1 2 25 2 . John de Conkah roo t . 
(You call that John the Conquer root . )  
I t ' s a li ttle thing like tha t ,  supposed to conquer 

around you : people snee zing and doing like that . Why 
anything that - anything 
you suppo sed to take that  
and tote  i t  along with 
you , keep things like that 
away from you . No evi l 

CONQUERS ALL : PEOPLE SNEEZING [GERMS ] - EVIL THINGS 

things - anybody can ' t do things like that way . 
10 32 : 12 . ] 

[Vicksburg , Miss . , ( 75 5 ) , 

1225 3 .  Yo ' takes - i t ' s sompin yo ' chews -
Spanish Root ,  ah think, dat way . Yo ' takes i t  

it ' s  whut chew migh t  call a 
an ' yo ' chew i t  an ' yo ' spits . 

JOHN DE CONKAH BECOMES SPANISH ROOT - ORDER IT 
An' j es '  wheresomevah he s tay 
or where his offi ce or anyth in 
lak dat , well it ' s b es t  tuh go 

whah he live . Ke tch him at home whah yo ' kin s tand in de house whah yo ' kin j es ' 
spi t , chew know , an ' talk tuh him j es '  lak dat wit dat s tuff in yo re mouth . Wel l 
if yo ' kin , gi t up close enough tuh him , close enough tuh him tuh jes ' talk wit 
him.  An ' yo ' know a person kinda do dat . Yo ' do dat . An '  i f  he got any thin ' 
fo ' yo ' tuh do ,  he ' ll give yo ' a j ob ;  an ' i f  he ain ' t ,  he will gi t chew a j ob . 
Jes ' chew i t .  

(What i s  the name of that root? ) 
I t ' s  Spanish , j es '  name o f  a Spanish Roo t .  Yo ' orders it . [This shows an 

influence f rom the Cuban population in nearby Tampa , a cigar-making p lace in 
those days . ]  [ S t . Petersburg , Fla . , ( 9 7 7 ) , 15 85 : 5 . ] 

1225 4 .  High John de Conkah ,  yo ' know , an ' chew i t  up , yo ' know , an ' spi t tin ' 
in yuh hand an ' rub yuh hand . An '  be a-spi ttin ' a ll around while yo ' talkin ' 
tuh ' im .  Yo ' kin gi t j ob .  [ Elizab e th Ci ty 39 3 : 1 . ] 

12255 . Spi t John de-Gonkah before speaking to the boss for a j ob .  [ Richmond 
330 : 9 . ] 

12256 . 
126 3 : 2 . ] 

Chew John de Conkah and rub on your hands for gamb lin ' .  [New Orleans 

12257 . Wel l ,  this is another . Yo ' take de High John de Conkah an ' dis same 
Hearts Co logne , an ' yo ' put i t  on yore person , an ' yo ' more den ap t to git de 
j ob .  [Waycross , Ga . ,  ( 1104) , 1 7 78 : 8 . ] 

12 258 . You can get High John de Conkah or Eve-and-Adam [ frequently called 
this but the name is Adam-and-Eve ] or Samson ' s  snakeroot and keep chewing i t  
and spi tting around , and make the wishes . And they say that ' ll keep the law 
from them . [Elizabeth Ci ty 55 8 : 1 1 . ] 

12 259 . Yo ' kin take John de Conkah an ' take advantage of any woman dat chew 
want , i f  yo ' j es t  rub i t . Jes t rub yore hand wit it  an ' put chure hands on i t . 
Why yo ' kin carry her yore way - any way .  

(That ' s to conquer the woman . ) [Waycross 17 2 7 : 8 . ] 
12 260 . Tuh have luck in gamb lin ' , why yo ' gi t dat roo t , dey call it  John de 

Conkah , an ' yo ' chews dat root while yore gamb lin ' , yo ' see . An '  in chewin ' dat 
roo t , yo ' have tuh spit , Yo ' spi t  three or fo ' times lak dat in yore han ' s . 
We ll , den dat gives yo ' luck . [Algiers 2898 : 12 . ] 

12261 . (Anything else they use for luck in gamb ling? ) 
We ll, use de High John de Conkah root,  i t ' s mighty good . 
(How do they do that? ) 
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Well , dey carry it in dere pocket mos tly , j es '  keep anybody from passin ' yo ' . 
[Waycross 19 75 : 2 . ] 

1226 2 .  Use de John de Conkah roo t .  
(You use the same thing when you go to get a j ob ? ) 

Yeah . An ' then yo ' kin take Hearts Co logne an ' po ' that on there an' go down 
an '  ask fo ' a j ob .  [ Faye t tevi lle 255 8 : 2 . ] 

1226 3 .  I have heard that i f  anyone goin ' down here to git a j ob or anything 
like that , they say that choo take you some John de Conkah roo t they call it . 
And use that as you are talking to the' pers on , that you are asking for a favor . 
An '  yo ' going to  court fo ' so many days until your favor is granted . [New 
Or leans , La . , ( 8 13) , 1145 : 5 . ] 

122 6 4 .  They says i f  you wants a j ob ,  you kin git  p ieces o f  dis John de 
Conkah roo t and put i t  in your pocke t ;  and tha t root wi ll conquer him ,  make him 
b e  humb l e ,  make h im so you kin gi t a j ob .  

(When you work for [ from] the boss . )  [Newport News 5 0 3 : 2 . ] 
12265 . Dey ' s some kind o f  root  in de woods , or you could order it , dey call 

it  John de Conkah 's roo t ;  and put a little piece in your mouth , and when yo ' re 
talking to a p erson j is '  keep chewin '  on it . An '�ey said dey could�turn 
you down for no thin ' in de world , if  you want a j ob .  [Wilmington 16 8 : 11+85 . ]  

12266 . Yo ' git a piece of  roo t , John de Conkah , an ' put a lit tle b i t  o f  this 
cologne on de John de Conkah , an ' have i t  in a little bag in yore bosom. Yo ' go 
down dere an ' talk to ' em an ' dis odor will adhere to him.  Da t ' s  how • • •  

(You' ll get a j ob ? ) 
Yeah . [ Florence 2265 : 1 1 . ] 
1226 7 .  Git a p iece o f  High John de Conkah an ' put i t  in yore pocke t an ' 

whils t yo ' go up tuh ask fo ' de j ob ,  j es ' , yo ' know , have yore han ' in yo re 
pocke t  an ' b e  rubb in ' i t ,  fee lin ' aroun ' yo ' know , in yore ha� ' , an ' yo ' mo ' 
den ap t tuh git one [a j ob ] . [ Savannah 2174 : 6 . ] 

1226 8 . They say they kin take some High John [de Conkah ] and chew i t  and 
� and they ge t a fe llow [boss ] to give dere j ob back . I ' ve heard that too . 
[This is  to ge t your j ob back after you have been laid o f f  or f ired . ]  [Peters

burg ,  Va . ,  ( 4 46) , 422 : 5 . ] 
12269 . Gi t s ome High John de Conkah root an ' chew it as yo ' talkin ' to the 

boss an ' HE 'LL NEVAH NOTICE THAT YORE CHEWIN ' SOMETHIN ' TUH CAUSE YO ' LUCK , an ' 
vhen yo ' gi t ready to walk out why yo ' j is '  spi t dat root whut yo ' chew right  
round his  fee t . [Memphis 15 17 : 6 . ] 

12270 . They can put a ke ttle of  water outside the door , that ' ll drown the 
noises in the house . I f  they [policemen ] come there , they can ' t hear it . [ This 

b el ie f  evidently comes 
IETTLE OF WATER OUTSIDE DOOR - NO NOISE - POLICE AWAY down from s lavery-time 

when a ke ttle upside down 
was supposed to reduce or eliminate noises , if  a se cret meeting was b eing held . ] 
[:Richmond , Va . ,  ( ? ) , 39 2 : 1 . ] 

122 71 . I f  you j es '  fin '  a key - if  yo ' fin ' one , dey say i t ' s good luck if 
yo '  keep i t .  [Florence 219 8 : 1 3 . ] 

12 2 7 2 . A good luck key or luck key , these are sold eve rywhere , carry in 
pocket or purse . [Wilmingt on 243 : 7+85 . ]  

1227 3 .  [Keys are much more in HOODOO than the p re ceding lucky objects , they 
are impor tant ri tes : Nos . 888 2-8901 , pp . 36 11- 3618 , v . 4 ;  especially the Key of 
S�. Pe ter , two keys crossed (No . 8900) . ]  

12274 . ' Tis a roo t  that  you kin gi t that is called King So� - King So lo
·IIEI'% root . Wi ll make you love ' em .  

(What d o  they d o  wi th that roo t? How d o  they use that? ) 
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You will take King So lomon root - i t  has very fine small j i ' nts [ j o ints ] in 
i t . You takes that King So lomon root wi th a needle and hold i t  [ root ] on a 

KING SOLOMON ROOT - LAY AGAINST ANY FRUIT - PUSH A 
NEEDLE THROUGH ROOT INTO FRUIT - GIVE TO PERSON 
WANTED - IF FRUI T EATEN - PERSON GRANTS ANY FAVOR 

apple or peach , anything 
for to eat . This is to 
t ake advantage of ' em,  and 
s tick a hole in it [ through 
the root and into frui t ]  

and tell i t ,  each hole , tha t you s ticks through wi th this needle into this fruit 
s tick i t  through , and te ll i t  at each hole what  you want it  to do . At each hole . 

(How many times do you do that [ s ti ck needle into a fruit ] ?  Any number of  
times ? )  

Do that j es '  the once . S ti ck i t  through there and te ll i t  what you want i t  
to do , and give them the frui t ,  you see . Make them a p resent o f  the frui t .  
I ' ve done that myself . 

(Well ,  now, what  would that make that person do? That eats the frui t  then? ) 
Make ' em love you . Make ' em do anything that you ask ' em to . [ For another 

example of King So lomon Root ,  from Washington , D . C . , see No . 2045 , p . 59 7 ,  v . l . ] 
12275 . Yo ' kin take a file or a kni fe an ' go to de corner of  yo ' place an ' 

yo ' s tick i t  down in de lef t-han ' side an ' name i t .  An '  ever ' day go dere an ' 

NAME A STEEL KNIFE OR FILE AND DRIVE IT A LITTLE 
EACH DAY INTO GROUND AT A LEFT CORNER OF HOUSE 
[ ONE OF TWO CORNERS LOOKING AT HOUSE FROM FRONT ] 
ALL WAY INTO GROUND - VICTIM FALLS - NEVER RECOVERS 

push i t  down a lit tle b i t ,  
an ' when i t  gi t down to 
de las t ,  whosomevah dey 
name is yo ' go in ' fix dat 
fo ' ,  dey ' ll fall . Dey ' ll 
fall lak dat . When i t  git 

down to de las t i t  will fal l .  
( 136 8) '  242 4 : 6 . ] 

Dey ' ll nevah git ovah it . [ Sumter , S .  Car . , 

1 2 2 76 . Lak dere ' s  a boy comin ' 
see her ,  an ' den she wants him tuh 

tub see a girl heah an '  yo ' wants tuh go 
qui t .  Yo ' take a pocke tknife right aroun ' 

POCKETKNIFE - WRAP SILK HANDKERCHIEF ABOUT OWN 
BURY UNDER HER DOORSTEP - RAP ON DOORSTEP BEFORE 
DAY 3 DAYS - YOU WILL TAKE GIRL FROM OTHER MAN 

your own knife? And bury i t  under the doors tep ? )  

dere [begin to demons trate ] .  
Yo ' know , take yore pocke t
knife , silk han ' ke ' ch ' ef  an ' 
wrap roun ' an ' run [ and bury ] 
it roun ' yore do ' s tep . 
(Take a s ilk pocke t handker
chief and wrap i t  around 

Yessuh . An '  den yo ' rap on dat do ' s tep , [ do ]  dat ' fo '  [before ] mawnin ' .  
Aftah yo ' makes three trip s dere , why he cut intuh dere .  

(He ' ll live wi th her? ) 
Yes . [Wilson , N .  Car . , ( 1509 ) , 26 7 7 : 7 . ]  
1227 7 .  Why yo ' j es '  take de knife an ' de fo ' k  an ' yo ' cross dem, an ' dere ' s  

a verse in de Bible,  an ' yo ' j es '  s ay ,  In Name of de Father, de Son an '  de Ho ly 
Ghost ,  an ' put ' em in de mat tress an ' let de person sleep on dat ,  an ' ' cos ' if  

KNIFE AND FORK - CROSS THEM - WITH WORDS INFORMANT 
THINKS BIBLICAL :  IN DE NAME OF DE FATHAH, DE SON 
AN '  DE HOLY GHOST - UNDER MATTRES S WHERE HE SLEEPS 

dis man is used tuh visi tin ' 
yo ' . • •  yo ' j es '  keep dis in 
yo re mattress . 
(What will that do ? )  
Wel l ,  dat will j es '  make 

de man stick aroun ' yo ' mo ' so . [ Fayet tevi lle , N .  Car . , ( 1448) , 26 30 : 10 . ] 
12278 . Ah tell yo ' whut chew kin do , yo ' kin take a fo ' k  an ' a knife an ' 

wipe dat plate . Git chew a clean rag an ' wipe dat plate , his p late , or his 
fo ' k  or her fo ' k ,  an' le t him eat out it aftah yo ' wipe wit i t ,  ev' ry mawnin ' 
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KNIFE - FORK - PLATE - WOMAN WIPES T O  HE R  9 MORNINGS 
AFTER SHE HAS USED CLOTH TO WIPE UNDER ARMS AND 

ELSEWHERE - HAVING EATEN FROM PLATE HE REMAINS THERE 

yore arms , undah b o th arms , an ' in heah , an ' den yo ' 
An' always yo ' wipe it  tuh yo ' [ demonstrates ] .  

fo ' 9 mawnin ' s .  An ' if  
he don' stay dere , he ' ll 
come tuh s tay . 
(What do you wipe that 
p late with? ) 
Wi th a clean cloth .  Yo ' 
wipe yo ' self in heah undah 

take an' wipe yore plate . 

(With a circular mo tion? ) 
Yassuh ,  wipe i t  tuh yo ' lak 
(You don ' t do anything with 
Nuthin but wipe i t  tuh yo ' , 

dat . He ' ll come tuh yo ' i f  he ' s  not s taying dere . 
that knife and fork then? ) 
j es '  when yo ' wipe dat fo ' k  yo ' wipe it  dataway . 

An '  yo ' wipe i t  up . 
(You have to wipe the fork the same as the plate , to you?  You wipe the plate 

and the knife and the fork? ) 
Yassuh , wipe all three o f  ' em .  [Memphis , Tenn . ,  ( 154 8) , 2810 : 4 . ] 
1 2 2 79 . De ' take de gunpowder an ' de sulphur dus t - dat no t de lump sulphur -

an '  mix i t  toge ther an ' put i t  in a quill or some f ish-pole . An '  go by a p er

KNOCK 3 TIMES : GUNPOWDER - SULPHUR DUST - MIX - PUT 
IN QUILL OR FISH-POLE [ SECTION YOU CAN BLOW THROUGH ] 
GO TO VICTIM ' S  HOUSE - BLOW MIXTURE THROUGH BLOWER 
KNOCK 3 TIMES - UPROAR AND CONFUSION IN THE HOUSE 

s on ' s  house an ' go dat
away three times . 
(Knocking three times . )  
[Also b lowing 3 time s . ]  

An' de persons in dat yard, 
dey goin '  have a uproar 

in dere . It will make a confusion between everybody . S ee , somebody in dere is 
gotta move out . If dere some enemies in dere , well dey got ta git out .  [ I t 
would p robab ly be safer to try this rite during day when no one was home . There 
are similar b lowing through tube rites in HOODOO. ] [New Orleans , La . ,  (1566) , 
28 70 : 5 . ] 

122 80 .  Yo ' kin tie a kno t in a rope o r  either in a pocket han ' ke ' ch ' ef or 
sompin lak dat an ' yo ' kin use i t .  Dat ' s  whut dey call a j inx t o  peop les . Ah 

KNOTS - IN ROPE OR HANDKERCHIEF - JINX TO PEOPLE 
PEOPLE PASSING BY TIE KNOTS IN CLOTHESLINE WASHING 
Bal KNOTS OR CRAWFISH KNOTS - NO LUCK TO NOBODY 

could tie a kno t in yore 
pocket han ' ke ' ch ' ef an' dat 
could be a j inx to yo ' .  An' 
aftah [ that ] ah wash i t  an ' 
den p ressed i t  out . Dat ' s  

vbut dey cal l a j inx to a person , 
vit knots in i t .  

I t ' s  no luck t o  nobody , a pocke t han ' ke ' ch ' e f 

Or e i ther some peoples passes by yo ' migh t  seen clothes l ine hangin ' out . 
Peoples could put kno ts in dat fo ' a j inx to peop les which dey call bad luck . 
An '  den dey kin fix it  in dere fo ' luck fo ' people s . It ' s  a certain way dey 
tie i t .  Some o f  ' em tie i t  i n  a b ow kno t an ' some they call i t  i n  d e  c�fish 
<r�t an ' • • • •  [Memphis , Tenn . , ( 15 18) , 269 7 : 14 . ] 

122 81 . Yo ' kin during so many days tie knots in a s tring an '  dey say dere a 
vay of  dressing dat . Git chure clo thes an ' put [ knots ] in dat an ' bury i t .  When 

dem 9 days out yo ' ll be a 
IBOTS TIED IN STRING DRESSED WITH WAMPOLE ROOT? 
210JIS LAX A GREAT BIG WHITE ONION - HOGS LOVE IT 
SIRCE THIS PLANT IS SAID TO CAUSE BOWEL TROUBLE 
YIE THIS KNOTTED S TRING ABOUT VICTIM' S CLOTHE S 

corpse . 
(How would you dress those 
s trings , those knots?)  
Dey dress with whut chew 
call - i t ' s a root dey call 

a "wampole roo t . "  I t  grows lak a great big white onion • • •  



4308 - Memoirs of Alma Egan Hya t t  Foundat ion -

[ I  turned o f f  machine and turned it  on again . ] 
( It ' s  a b i tter wee d ,  you say . )  
[ I s  info rmant talking about wild onion? ] 

Yes s i r ,  a hog loves i t ,  de bitteres t in de world . He s cre am when eatin ' it . 
[This screaming sounds like folklore . ]  An ' if  yo ' bite i t  an ' swallow dat , i t  

will tie yo ' up inside an ' kill yo ' .  [ I s  this based upon pigs hunting for truf
fles , the pig b eing hit on the nose when he finds one ( the cause of the squeal) 
so that he does not eat i t ? ] 

( Cons tip ate you ? )  
Yo ' kin b i te i t  but don ' t swallow i t .  
( Tha t ' s wampo le root? ) 
Yes , wampo le root .  Dey takes dat s tring an ' de salt [ ? ]  outa wampo le root  

until dat  thing git we t through an ' through an ' put  dem kno ts in  it .  I t  will 
tie yo ' up j es '  lak • • •  

( That is to tie your bowels up ? )  
Yes sir . Yo ' heard of  people wi t locked bowels from dat . 
(What do they do with this s t ring firs t?  Do they have to get i t  out o f  your 

clo thing or some thing? )  
Dey gi t chure clo thing an ' wrap dat s t ring wit i t .  
( Oh ,  you wrap that s tring around your pie ce o f  clo thing . )  [Waycro ss , Ga . , 

( 10 74) , 1738 : 8 . ] 
12282 . Wel l ,  whenevah yo ' wanta tie up a person , yo ' don ' t want ' em to have 

success , yo ' put so many kno ts in a raw co tton thread an ' put turpen tine on it , 
an '  yo ' read ovah i t  de 2 2nd Psalms . Read ovah i t  nine days an ' then yo ' put 

KNOTS TIE IN RAW COTTON THREAD - TURPENTINE ON - READ 
PSALM 2 2  OVER 9 DAYS - HANG BEHIND DOOR - TIE S UP 
VICTIM YOU HAVE IN MIND - WILL NEVER BE SUCCESSFUL 

KNOTS - TIE INTO ANY THREAD FROM VICTIM ' S CLOTHE S 
BURY WHERE HE WALKS - AFTER HE PASSES OVER THEM 
AS MANY TIMES AS KNOTS - HE WILL FAIL IN BUSINESS 

that s tring righ t  b ehin ' 
there [ p o ints to door ] . 
(Behind the door? )  
Yes . [Waycross , Ga . , 
( 116 7) , 19 6 3 : 7 . ] 
12283 . I ' ve heard that 
they take a s t ring , one 
that you ' ve worn , and 
take i t  and get hold o f  
it , and tie a kno t in it  

and name the knot , and ever kno t is name d ,  and they tie so many kno ts in  that 
s tring ; and then they take those kno ts and put them down where the individual 
has to walk over them . And after he ' s  walked over ' em as many times as there 
are kno ts in that s trin g ,  then that individual will become confused in his busi
ness affairs and also in any kind of work that he has to do , and he gits so he 
can ' t do i t . [Elizabeth City ,  N .  Car . , ( 182) , 55 4 : 6 . ] 

12284 . Yo ' kin git saltpe tah , sage , alum,  sugah an ' salt - yo ' know - s tuff , 
yo ' know , whut he nuse [ use ] . Yo ' know , salt an ' s ugah an ' s tuff lak dat whut 

chew wanta know in dose 
KNOTS - TIE INTO NEW STRINGS - AS MANY AS ARE NEEDED 
TALK TO THEM - TELL WHAT YOU WANT - IN 3 HOLY NAMES 
CALL HIS NAME - AH 'M BRINGING YO ' BACK TUH ME 
LONG AS YO ' EAT SAGE • • •  DRINK SUGAH IN YORE COFFEE 
MAKE NEW KNOT FOR EVERYTHING - COLLECTED STRINGS PUT 
IN YARD - COVER WITH SALTPETER, RED PEPPER, LIGHT 

s trings . Yo ' say ,  "In 
de Name of de Fathah , an ' 
de Son , ah ' m  bringin ' yo ' 
back tuh me . "  Call his 
name , see , an ' say ,  "Long 
as yo ' eat sage , as long 
as yo ' eat s ugah , drink 

sugah in yore co ffee" - sompin lak dat .  An '  call dose names , an ' tie dose 
s trings , an ' tell him yo ' want him tuh come back tuh yo ' . Wel l ,  he ' ll come den . 

An ' aftah yo ' tie dose s trings , put dose s trings in a pile an ' sprinkle dis 
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saltpetah an ' s tuf f ovah it , an ' red peppah ,  an ' yo ' take kerosene . An '  den 
yo ' say ,  " In de Name o f  de Fathah an ' de Son , "  an ' burn it . An' put i t  out in 
de yard an ' let i t  smoke . [Waycross , Ga . ,  (1078) , 1746 : 8 . ] 

KNOTS 3 - HIDE IN PERSON 1 S POCKET - MIND ON YOU 
12285 . Dey tell me yo ' kin 
tie three knots on a string 
an ' put it in anybody ' s  pocket 

an' dey mind will j es '  s tay on yo ' all de time . 
an '  nevah satis fied no place dey go , [Waycross , 

12286 . Now , ah [woman ] kin be wit a man , but 
gi ' him a clo th tuh wipe on , say ,  "Now , yo ' j es '  

Dey ' ll j es '  worry, be worr ' ed 
Ga . ,  ( 1134) , 1842 : 8 . ] 
ah kin be wi t any man an' ah 
take dis clo th an ' wipe on it . "  

KNOTS 3 - AND QUITE AN OUTSPOKEN INFORMANT - WOMAN 
GIVES MAN A WIPING-CLOTH - 'SCUSE DE 'PRESSION • • •  

TIES 3 KNOTS IN THE CLOTH AND KEEP S IN BED 9 DAYS 
HE BOUND TUH COME BACK • • •  BOUND TUH MAKE LOVE TUH ME 

Now , ah ain ' t nevah com
in ' - ' s cuse de ' pression 
[ express ion ] b ut chew wants 

heah de t ruth on it . All 
right , say , "Heah , yo ' 
wipe on dis . "  Well , he 

wipe on dat , or else ah ' ll wipe him on it mahself . Well , ah ain ' t nevah done 
nuthin .  Dat j es '  him done come off dere , ah ain ' t nevah done nuthin . Now , 
ah ' m  goin ' keep dis . See . All right . Ah ' m  ga in ' keep dis , Ah ' m  gain ' keep 
dis an ' ah ' m  gain ' tie i t  j es ' lak ah nee ds tuh tie it , see . An '  ah ' m  gain '  use 
i t  j es '  lak ah needs tuh use i t ,  undahs tan ' . He don ' know nuthin ' b out whut 
ah ' m  ga in' do . Dat ' s  j es '  fo ' a woman , see . 

[Here I turn off  machine too quickly and mus t  repeat her los t words . ]  
(Put three kno ts in it? ) 
Three . 
(After those three knots are in i t , what  do you do with them? ) 
Ah take dem three kno ts an ' ah keep dem . Ah keep dem three kno ts fo ' nine 

mawnin ' s .  Ah lay on ' em fo ' nine days , j e s ' lay on ' em if  i t ' s  mah hai d - j es '  
wherevah ah put ' em in de bed it ' s  all right . Den he bound tuh come back . He 
bound tuh make love tuh me . [Memphis , Tenn . , ( 15 26 ) , 2 7 24 : 1 , ] 

1228 7 . Jes ' lak yo ' wants tuh choke a person . Yo ' wanta j es ' choke ' em an' 
he don ' t know whut might  cause him tuh choke . Yo ' take a s tring an ' yo ' measure 

KNOTS 3 - TIE INTO TWO-FOOT STRING - WET THEM WITH 
KEROSENE - TIE TO LIMB OF TREE - LET I T  HANG DOWN 
VHILE THOSE 3 KNOTS HANG - VICTIM HAS THROAT TROUBLE 

i t  j es '  about two feet  
long , an ' yo ' l l tie  three 
knots in i t .  After tyin ' 
three knots in i t , yo ' ll 
take kerosene an ' wet dem 

knots j es '  - j es '  take yore two fingers an ' wet dem three knots dataway . After 
yo ' wet all three of ' em,  yo ' take i t  den an ' yo ' go tie it on a limb or sompin 
an' let it hang dere . Well,  long as dem three knots is hanged why a person 
always - j es ' lak dey hate chew - yo ' ll always have troub le in yore throat . 

(That s tring doesn' t come in contac t wi th the person I want to choke does 
it?)  

Oat ' s  right , yes . Jes ' lak a person always wanta choke an ' dere be ' s j es '  
lak flem . [Waycross , Ga . ,  ( 10 9 7 ) , 17 70 : 6 . ] 

12288 . Ah heard tel l o f  a person takin ' a 
ties - i f  yo ' want a person huPt. Why , where 

s tring - a cord j es '  l ike dey 
i t  will ki ll ' em,  yo ' know, or 

sompin like dat . Jes ' git 
some of dis heah string an' 
tie 9 knots in it,  j es '  as 
tight as yo ' kin. An' bo ' 

EBOTS 9 - IN STRING VICTIM HAS BEEN USING - BORE 
II>LE IN GREEN TREE [TREE WITH FOLIAGE ] - INSERT 
DOTTED STRING - STOP IT UP - SICK UNTIL HE DIES 

a hole into a green tree , 
any kind of  a tree , j es '  so  i t ' s  green , an ' put dat knot in i t ,  dat dere s tring 
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dat chew tied dem kno ts into dat tree , an ' s top it up . 
(Don ' t you say anything or do anything ? )  
Nosuh , j es '  makes ' em s ick till dey dies . 
(You have to get a s tring from them , or what ? )  
Yassuh ,  from dey house . Anywhere roun ' dere hous e yo ' git dat string dat 

dey b een us in ' . [Waycross , Ga . ,  (1161) , 1937 : 3 . ]  
12 289 . Tie 9 kno ts into twine s tring or raw co t ton string an ' wear it around 

their waist , an ' they say j us t  once in a while they j us t  dip it in Hearts Co Zogne 

KNOTS 9 IN STRING - DIP INTO [FEED] HEARTS COLOGNE 
OR INTO OWN URINE OCCAS IONALLY - TO HOLD A PERSON 

KNOTS 9 - IN NEW STRING - 1 KNOT 1 WISH DAILY 9 DAYS 
9TH DAY BURN IT IN FIREPLACE WITH SALT AND SULPHUR 

and they own water [ urin� . 
That ' s  sure to ho ld them . 
[Newpor t ,  Va . ,  ( ? ) , 
500 : 4 . ] 
12 290 . Go tub any gro c 'ry 
an ' git chew a new piece 
of  cord dat haven ' t  b een 
us ed , whut chew tie up 

packages with , an ' j es '  lak anything dat yo ' wish , an ' nine is yore • • .  [What?  
Numb er? ] Take nine tub do it . Yo ' · can ' t do nuthin until nine days . Jes ' lak 
yo ' git up dis mawnin ' ,  say , "Ah ' m  gain ' s tar t dis mawnin ' an ' ah want sech
an ' -sech a thing tub happen . "  Jes '  t ie one kno t [ in ]  it an ' make yore wish re
gardin ' tub whut it is . An ' de nex ' mawnin ' de same thing fo ' nine mawnin ' s .  
I t ' ll come true . 

(What do you do with this s tring af ter all these knots are tied in i t  then? ) 
Let it  hang right dere , an ' when de nine days up , an '  yo ' sure yo ' go t de 

nine kno ts , j es '  take i t  an ' git chew some sulphur an ' some salt an ' burn it  
right i n  yore fiahplace . [Brunswick , Ga . ,  ( 1210) , 2045 : 8 . ] 

KNOTS 1 2  - TIE IN STRING - WITH HEARTS OWN PERFUME 
DRESS STRING AND WEAR NEXT TO SKIN FOR GOOD LUCK 

12291 . Wal , say yo ' tie 
twelve kno ts in a co tton 
s tring an ' wear dat s tring 
right  on - next to yore 

flesh . Quite  natural yo ' dresses dat s tring 
Hearts OWn Perfume an ' wear it right nex ' to 

(What do you wear that for ? )  

wi t not a thing in de wo rld but 
yore skin . 

Well , yo ' see dat give yo ' luck - keep hard luck away from yo ' an ' bring good 
luck to yo ' .  [ S t .  Petersburg , Fla . , ( 1012) , 16 38 : 6 . ] 

1229 2 . Dat ' s  in de lines o f  cas tin ' a spell upon a person . Go tuh work an ' 
ties 36 kno ts ,  if  yo ' wanta cas t a spell upon a person . Put a spell upon a per

KNOTS 36 - 3 INCHES APART IN THREAD - STOP IN ROAD 
THROW KNOTTED STRING OVER SHOULDER - NOT LOOKING BACK 
GIVE DEM A PURTTY TIGHT TIME • . .  WHUSHY IN DEY MIND 

son ,  ties thir ty-six 
kno ts .  Take a s trand o f  
thread and t i e  36 kno ts 
an ' let ' em be  three 
inches apar t . Dose  

knots , le t ' em be three inches apar t ' sposed tuh be in  dat thread . An'  yo ' will 
throw dat thread , after yo ' gi t do se 36 kno ts tied in i t ,  why den yo ' ll throw 
dat thread ovah yore haid an ' don ' t look back . An '  yo ' ll s tep ou t de road -
anywhere ' s dere a road - from de middle of  de road , throw dat thread ovah yore 
haid an' don ' t look back . An ' dat will really , de fac ' ' b out i t ,  suh , will 
give dem a purtty tight time . Make ' em crazy - whushy in dey mind. 

(Bow do you know you ' ve go t the right person when you are tying those kno ts ? )  
Vby dere 36 kno ts ! ' Cos ' yo ' know yo ' ab solut ely go t de right  person . [ S a

vaaaah. Ga • •  ( 1276) , 2169 : 4 . ] 
12293 . (If somebody s to le this thing , how would you get him to bring i t  

back . now? ) 
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LAMP - IN OIL BOWL OF - PUT FOR THE THIEF A NAME 
WRITE 9 TIMES - ADD SUGAR - BURN LAMP 9 MORNINGS 

If yo ' know they s tole it , 
why yo ' know dey name . Yo ' 
write dey name 9 times [ on 
piece of p aper ] an '  put it 

in de [oil bowl of ] lamp wi t some sugah on i t ,  an ' le t dat lamp burn fo ' nine 
mawnin ' s .  Dey ' ll come back [wi th it ] . [Memphis , Tenn . , (958) , 1541 : 15 . ]  

12294 . To bring someone to you, prick f inger with needle , write his name or 
ini tial with the b lood on piece of paper , fold to you 3 times longways , turn it 

LAMP :  PRI CK FINGER WITH NEEDLE - WRITE HIS NAME OR 
INrTIAL WITH BLOOD - FOLD PAPER TO YOU 3 TIMES LONG
WAYS - TURN AND FOLD IT TO YOU 3 TIMES SHORTWAYS - IN 
BOWL OF LAMP BURN 9 DAYS AND NIGHTS - PERSON RETURNS 

and fold it  to you 3 
times shortways , put in 
bowl of lamp , burn for 
9 days and nights . [Here 
is one of those interes t
ing folding rites so well 

illus trated in HOODOO : to fold to you or away from you , fold into triangles or 
squares , etc . [ This is my pencil resume of rite , at tached here to original MS ,  
before original material los t .  Informant "excellent , "  I no te . ] [Memphis , Tenn.,  

LEMON : PLUG IT OR CUT O F F  END - INTO HOLE 3 THINGS 
PUT : CINNAMON - BROWN SUGAR - PARSLEY - RESTORE PLUG 
OR END - TIED OR SEWED OR PINNED ON - BURY LEMON 
UNDER CENTER OF DOORSTEP - REMOVES S PELL PUT ON YOU 

(965) ' 155 8 : 5 . ] 
12295 . A person did you 
somepin , and you take a 
lemon and you pu t  some 
parsley in it , and you 
put some cinnamon in it 

and b rown sugar in tha t  lemon . [ Brown sugar for a b lack person , white sugar for 
vhite person . Many examples in HOODOO of color s cheme . ] 

(You put parsley , cinnamon and brown sugar . All righ t . )  
Yeah , brown sugar , into the lemon , and you take that lemon and you go put it  

right under your s tep - under there - right under the middle ·part o f  your s tep , 
and bury i t .  They say that will move what they done did to you . 

(Take i t  away . )  
Yes . [New Orleans , La . ,  ( 859) , 1368 : 1 . ] 
12296 . Like if  they would like for you to move ou t of  that house ,  they ' d  

keep you in confus ion all the time , if  they couldn ' t  git chew to move o ther w ' are 
[o ther where ] .  They would use salt , lemon and rice . 

LEMON - S TUFF WITH SALT AND RICE - BURY WHERE YOU 
VALK - THE SALT AND RICE SOURING S OURS YOU TOWARDS 
BOUSE - FINALLY IN CONFUS ION YOU LEAVE THE HOUSE 

(They would use salt , lemon 
and rice ? )  
Lemon and rice . 
(We ll ,  how would they use 
that? )  
They ' d  take the salt and 
the rice and lemon , where

ever you go t to walk over . If i t ' s ·  coming to a s tep , over a s tep , they would 
plant i t  under the s tep . Dig a hole and p lant i t  under there . And ever time 
you walk over that and go back and forth , i t ' ll always keep you in some kind of 
confus ion in that house ,  and you won ' t never feel so very wel l  right in that 
house .  

(I  see . )  
As long as tha t s alt and lemon sours this rice . See . And as it sours , things 

is getting sourer and sourer towards you in that house . 
(I see .  Well , do they b ury the whole lemon or j us t  the j uicet) 
They take a lemon . They take this lemon and s tuff this lemon with that rice 

aad sal t . 
(Oh ! I see , I unders tand . )  
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s tuff i t . I see , now . Al l right . )  [New Orleans , La . , (820) , 
S tuff it . 
(Oh ! I s ee , 

1180 : 1 . ] 
1 2297 . They take your hair and b ury your hair , s ee . They ' ll ge t two bras s 

tacks and a brass pin [ three bras s obj ec ts ] and they can put your hair in a leur 

PUT IN LEMON : YOUR HAIR - 2 BRAS S TACKS - A BRAS S  PIN 
TURN • • •  LEMON UPSIDE DOWN - BURY - THUNDERING HEADACHE 
TO CROSS THAT : 9 MORNINGS HOLD HEAD UNDER RUNNING 
HYDRANT WATER , SAYING : "IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER, 
SON AND HOLY GHOST, PLEASE LET THIS • • •  GO FROM ME" 

on , and then they ' ll 
turn that Lemon upside 
dOIJJn [unusual express
ion ! ]  and bury i t .  And 
that ' ll give you a thun
dering headache . 
Now , for to cross that , 

you take that ou t .  Now , you get you some war water and you get you [war water 
is omi tte d ] . You go to the hydrant for nine mornings and j us t  put your head 
under the hydrant like tha t ,  and le t the water run on your head and s ay ,  "In 
the Name of the Father, Son and Ho Ly Ghos t ,  p lease le t this affliction go from 
me . "  [New Orleans , La . , ( 834) , 125 3 : 7 . ] 

1229 8 .  (What do they do with that cat hair? ) 
They take that cat hair and they put i t  with a piece of  woman ' s shimmy or 

pet ticoat or any thing of  that kind . Put i t  into a lemon , throwing it  into the 

INTO LEMON PUT 3 :  CAT HAIR - WAR WATER - PIECE OF 
HER SHIMMY OR PETTI COAT - THROW INTO MISSISSIPPI 
KEEPS HER UPSET - QUITS WORKING - ANIMAL AMBITION 

Mis sissippi River , af ter 
put ting war water in there . 
They ' ll keep that woman all 
upset . If she ' s  got ten a 
j ob anywhere , she ' ll walk 

away from her j ob .  She ' ll quit working . Her husb and can ' t do anything to s at
is fy her . Everything that they do it  j us t  look like it  wrong to her . See . I t  
p rac tically looks like i t  takes her mind from her . S ee . She don ' t have no 
p resence of mind . S ee .  By us ing i t , she have • • •  ge t a • • •  

(She wha t? ) 
Ge t  a animal amibi tion-like . See . [New Orleans , La . , ( 8 7 9 ) , 1449 : 2 . ] 
12299 . You can take lemons . Wel l ,  that makes you - if you go ing up the 

s tree t right now and you got a big t rans ac tion on wi th a person . You take a 

PEEL LE!I>N - DO NOT BREAK INNER WHITE SKIN - THAT 
MAKES LE!I>N USELES S  - RUB SUGAR OVER PEELED LEMON 
THIS IS  FEEDING IT - WRAP IT IN WHITE PAPER OR RED 
FLANNEL - IT IS A HAND - CARRY ON WAY TO TRANSACT 
BUSINESS - WEAR ON RIGHT SIDE OF BODY - " GIVES YOU 
A POWER OVER THE MAN - DEPENDS UPON CARE OF HAND 

lemon , j us t  take a lemon 
and take all the peeling 
o f f  the lemon . Don ' t b reak 
the whi te part of  that lem
on . See ,  j us t  take all 
that yel low peel off the 
lemon and take tha t lemon 
and sew i t  up . Rub it over 

good . Jus t rub it over good in your pockets in your hands . And ball tha t lemon 
up an d put i t  in your inside coat pocket . Wrap i t  up in pure white p aper with 
no marks or no thing on i t  - pure whi te paper . Wrap that lemon up . And on your 
way down [ to business transaction ] j us t  take the lemon and pas s  i t  through your 
hands , rub it over your hands good and put it in your ins ide [ pocket ] .  Wear i t  
on yo ur righ t  side , in your inside coat pocket , o r  your right side o f  your righ t  
p ants pocke t .  But i f  you peel that lemon and b reak that whi te - that white skin 
on the inside of  that yellow skin - well that lemon is no good to you . Ge t  you 
a lemon and don ' t b reak that skin . Peel i t  o f f  careful , but don ' t b reak through 
i t  so the j uice will run off . But take that yellow peel off the outside and 
wrap that lemon up . Wipe that lemon of f good wi th sugar . Rub i t  over good with 
sugar and wrap i t  up good in a piece of  red flannel and rub it  through your hands. 
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And when you go there [place of bus iness transaction ] go in the lavatory or any 
p rivate p lace and take that lemon out of  that flannel again and rub i t .  O r  take 
p lain white paper . I f  you don ' t use red flannel ,  use p lain white paper . Don ' t 
use no paper wi th no marks or no thing on i t . No yellow or no colored paper at 
all .  If you don ' t use whi te paper , get you a piece of red flannel and wrap i t  
in there and go down the s treet with i t .  And as you go t o  the lavatory take that 
flannel or that paper o f f  and j us t rub it over your hand again - before you go on 
wi th any b usiness transact ion - with the lemon . 

(What do you go and do tha t  in the lavato ry for? ) [ Informant has me going 
around in c irc les ! ] 

Well , you j ust freshen your hands up . Freshen your hands up wi th this . Con-
tinually rub your hands , keep awashing that lemon agains t your hands . 

(Well ,  what do you do that for ? )  
Well, that gives you a power over the man that you go t a business deal with . 
(Oh ! I see . You do that unti l  you get his • • • •  ) 

Keep awashing that lemon on your hands - like you ge t - like you know , you 
going to the next corner here , and you coming to the p lace ,  or you are in a bar , 
or any p rivate place . 

(You do i t  in secre t s o  he can ' t see you . ) 
Yeah , you j us t  do it in secre t - j us t  any p lace for secrecy . That ' s  al l .  

[New Orleans , La . ,  (8 28) , 12 18 : 6 . ] 
12300 . Take nine p ins an ' s tick them into a lemon . S ee ,  s ti ck dem nine pins 

into a lemon an ' squee ze i t  good an ' well . I t  will give yo ' power . Give yo ' 

9 PINS S TICK INTO LEMON - SQUEEZE - POWER FOR DESI RE  
influence to accomplish 
whut yo ' desires to make 
yore fren ' or whoevah yo ' 

concerned wi th - make dem come to yore reques t . 
219 7 : 6 . ] 

[ Florence , N . Car . , ( 1295) , 

1230 1 .  Pass a hole into a lemon an ' squee ze de j uice out o f  i t  an ' full it  
up wi t s ulphur an ' brims tone an ' salt . Take nine pins an ' put through it an ' 
den wrop i t  up j es ' as tigh t  as yo ' kin , an ' tie nine knots in i t  - into de 
s tring dat yo ' wrop aroun ' i t . An ' s tick nine pins in i t  an ' go ahead . 

MAKE HOLE INTO LEMON - SQUEEZE OUT JUICE - REPLACE 
WITH 3 INGREDIENTS : SULPHUR - BRIMSTONE - SALT 
STOP UP HOLE - WRAP STRING ABOUT LEMON - TIE TIGHT 
MAKING 9 KNOTS - STI CK IN 9 PINS - CARRY FOR ANY WORK 

(What will you do with 
that then? ) 
Wel l ,  j es '  carry i t  with 
yo ' . 
(What is that supposed 
to do then? ) 
An ' den ah ' ll go ahead 
an '  at tack whatevah busi-

ness yo ' wanta at tack ,  an ' dat s upposed to help yo ' accomplish i t . 
(Any favors or anything o f  that sort? ) 
Yes . [ Florence , S .  Car . , ( 1295) , 2 19 7 : 6 . ] 
1230 2 . Yo ' take a lemon an ' take a knife , a new knife , an ' yo ' mark yore 

wishes , j es ' whatevah yo ' wan t to , aroun ' an ' aroun ' dat lemon - befo ' six 
a ' clock - aroun ' an ' roun ' . Make all dose wishes , but yo ' mus t be very careful 
vhut chew wishin ' , ' cause dat ' s  comin ' , an ' yo ' s ti ck dat up dere inside de 
house , no t on de outs ide .  Then at s ix a ' clock in de evenin ' yo ' change it ovah . 

(To the wes t side? ) 
S tick i t  up an '  let i t  s tay up dere till de next mawnin '  at six, then take i t  

down an '  git chew ano thah lemon . D o  tha t fo ' nine mawnin ' s , an '  anything yo ' 
wish fo ' wi ll come . 

(You j us t  take this lemon and then j us t  take a knife and cut a little cut 
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LEMON - NEW KNIFE - MARK WISHES BY SLICING DOWN INTO 
LEMON - NOT ALL WAY THROUGH - AS MANY SLICES AS 
WISHES - BE CAREFUL WITH WISHES - AFTER SLICES AND 
WISHES MADE STICK KNIFE THROUGH MIDDLE OF LEMON AND 
DRIVE IT INTO EAST WALL OF ROOM - LEAVE THERE UNTIL 

around it? ) 

9 P . M. AND CHANGE LEMON TO WEST WALL UNTIL 6 P . M. NEXT 
MORNING TAKE IT DOWN - GET ANOTHER LEMON AND REPEAT 
PRECEDING WISHES AND CEREMONY - 9 LEMONS - 9 DAYS 

No , j es. ' slice it  down 
as yo ' wish - s lice i t  
down - don ' t cut i t  all 
de way through , an ' all 
roun ' dere . S lice it  
down j es '  as  many times 
as yo ' wanta wish . An '  
take d e  knife an ' s ti ck 
i t  right through de mid
it  s tay dere till six dle o f  i t ,  on 

a ' clock in de 
(You s ti ck 
Yes . 

de eas t side of  de house , or room, an ' let 
evening ,  an ' den yo ' take it down . 
that knife right into the wall . )  

(You hold the lemon up and s tick the knife through the wall ? )  
Yes , an ' yo ' j es '  leave de lemon an ' de knife sticking right up dere until 

six a ' clock in de evening . Den yo ' take it down an ' put i t  up on de wes t  s ide . 
[ Florence , S .  Car . , ( 1292) , 219 1 : 4 . ] 

1 2 30 3 .  Ah ' ll take an ' go tuh Krese [Kresge ] an ' git me a b rand-new knife . 
(You told her? )  
Yes , an ' git me a lemon an ' cut de lemon 

eat . S tart o f f  walkin ' , gi t o f f , an ' don ' t 
up in fine pieces , j es '  as many tuh 
pay no attention an ' chunk dem lemon 

NEW KNIFE - CUT LEMON INTO PIECES  - SO THAT THEY CAN 
BE EATEN - FOLLOW VICTIM THROWING SEEDS BEHIND HIM 
KNIFE BURY UNDER HER FRONT DOORSTEP : "DE FATHER, 
DE SON AN ' DE HOLY GHOST , AH HOPE AH NEVAH SEE YO ' 
ANY MO i "  - WOMAN DOES THIS TO RID HERSELF OF MAN 

of him and she came and asked you how 
Yes . 

own s tep ? )  

t o  do it? ) 

Car . , ( 1434) , 2599 : 6 . ] 

seed in b ehin ' ' em .  Take 
dat brand-new kni fe an ' 
bury i t  under her front 
do ' s tep : "De Father , de 
Son an ' de Ho ly Gho s t ,  
ah hope ah nevah see yo ' 
any mo ' . " 
( She wanted to get rid 

( She hid that under her 
Yes . [ Faye tteville , N .  
12304 . I ' ve heard that 

and black p epper , and boil 
you could sprinkle lemon j uice , j uniper [berries ? ]  
this a hal f  an hour , cook it o f f , add milk to it , 

LEMON JUICE - JUNIPER - BLACK PEPPER - MILK - HAIR 
boil it again , put it in 
a white bottle , a bottle 
you can see through [ a  

clear glass bo ttle ] and hold i t  in your hand , and anybody you put i t  on their 
hair , all their hair will come out . [ Fredericksburg ,  Va . ,  Ediphone 50 . ]  

12305 . There was a girl , that I heerd [ about ] ,  she was poison by a leeper 
[leopard ] [her skin was spotted like a leopard ' s ]  an ' she went to de fortune

LEOPARD SKIN - WOMAN POISONED BY - REASON SHE HAD 
SPOTTED SKIN - SAID FORTUNETELLER [ CARDS READER] 
VICTIM CONSULTED - GAVE HER PIECE OF LEOPARD SKIN 
TO WEAR [POLKA-DOT CLOTH? ] - "LIKE CURES LIKE" 
THIS SPELL WAS CAST BY ANOTHER FORTUNETELLER FOR 
A CLIENT - HERE A HOODOO WORKS AGAINST A HOODOO 

teller an ' she go t some 
lepeer ' skin an ' keep i t  
aroun ' her body an ' that 
cured her .  [ "Like cures 
like ! "  What did this 
patient wear? Perhaps a 
piece o f  polka-do t cloth 
worn as a wais tband . Remem

ber always , we do no t know whether there was a cure . I almost  forgot . This is 
_, original pencil transcrip tion , now attached to the final manus crip t .  Here 
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are two more original comments writ ten at the t ime : "Retrans crib e before us ing" 
and " the person who poisoned her got the poison from ano ther fortune teller ! ! ! ] 
[ Richmond , Va . , ( 381) , 322 : 9 . ] 

12306 . When you receive a letter , rub it with 
the letter and it  will affect the writer ' s  hand . 

LETTER DOUBTFUL - FOUR-LEAF CLOVER KILLS BAD LUCK 

a four-leaf clover and wear 
My original pencil transcrip t 

attached to original manu
script comments " doubtful , " 
showing how critical I was 

at an earlier collecting day . A clover o f  4 leaves , a good-luck symbol would 
counteract any bad luck ! I f  you believed i t  did . [ Richmond , Va . , ( 361) , 29 6 : 6. ]  

1230 7 .  You catch about s ix big roaches and pound them up good and put them 
in a can and make tea out of them . And after you make that tea ,  you s train those 

LICE KILLED BY ROACH TEA - NUISANCE KILLS NUISANCE 
roaches out and put it in 
your hair where the louses 
are , and that kills the 

louse o f f . [ Li ce , o f  course , can be put into your hair by hoodoo . This remedy 
kills hoodoo . ]  [New Orleans , La . , (855) , 135 2 : 8 . ] 

12308 . I f  yo ' to te dat ,  life everlas ting , dey s ay yo ' ll be lucky . An ' hit 
won ' t harm nobody , dough [ though ] . [Life everlas ting = cudweed . ] [Waycross 
1870 : 10 . ]  

12309 . (Where do they put that? ) 
At de fo ' k  of  de road . 
(Then they use i t  for any kind o f  work they want to do , this lightning-s truck 

wood? ) 
On de sunrise side . Whatevah side de sun rise . Dey put i t  dere at  exactly 

sunrise . When de sun peekin ' ovah de eas tern hills dey puts i t  down . Yeah , dey 

SOME HOODOOS WHEN USING LIGHTNING-STRUCK WOOD 
GO TO FORKS OF ROAD AT SUNRISE ON SUNRISE SIDE 

moves j es '  as dey mind tells 
' em to move it . Dey doesn ' t  
leave i t  dere all de time . Dey 
keeps dat wood . [ This "pro

fessional worker" I call him is saying there are no set rules . ]  [ Fayet teville , 

2 SPLINTERS PROTECT - ONE FRONT DOOR - OTHER BACK 
N .  Car . , ( 1395) , 2510 : 9 . ] 
12310 . Go to a tree dat de 
lightning struck an '  git a 

couple o f  splinters from de tree , an ' drive 
de outside o f  de yard , in bo th ways dat dey 
prevent de evil of  de house . 

one inside de yard , an ' one j es '  on 
enter into de house , an ' dat will 

(What kind ? Any kind of evil , if anybody wants to do you harm? ) 
Dat ' s  de idea . You j us t  drive i t  dere . 
(You ' ll  drive a s tick in the yard and then one outside the yard on each trail 

that leads into the house . ) 
[ My explanation at the time indicates 4 splinters , but p robab ly 2 only were 

used : one on path leading to fron t door , o ther on path leading to back door . ] 
One dat lightning tear from a tree , git one dose kinda s ticks . [ S t . Peters

burg, Fla . , ( 9 83) , 159 1 : 2 . ] 
1 2311 . Well , dat ' s  de greates ' ah evah heah about . Dey said dat if yo ' take 

de tightnin '-wood an ' go in a crowd of mens , yo ' know rowdies ,  yo ' take de 

2 LIGHTNING-STRUCK SPLINTERS STICKING OUT OF MOUTH 
splinters o f  a tightnin ' 
tree .  Git de splinters 
an ' stick ' em an' yore 

tee th swell up . An '  yo ' go dere an ' everybody will fear yo ' .  Yo ' kin rampage 
an' nobody won ' say nuthin to yo ' . Dey s cared of yo ' . [These splinters are 
also a protec tion , see following ri te . ] 
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(Just take these two splinters from a tree that is  s truck by lightning . }  
Take de splinters an ' put ' em in yore teeth . [This means that the two ends 

of the splinters are s ticking o ut of his mouth . ]  [Wilson , N .  Car . , ( 14 7 7) , 
265 7 : 13 . ] 

12312 . Ah kin take three s tobs  outa dat [ lightning-s truck ] tree , de same 
one , an ' dem concernin ' o f  ano ther thing . Den yo ' kin use dose de side o f  de 

3 PIE CE S  OF LI GHTNING-STRUCK WOOD - USE AT S I DE OF 

OR IN HOUSE - PERSON WALKING OVER HAS PAINS - WILL 

NEVER LOSE UNLE S S  HE FINDS A DOCTOR WITHIN 3 DAY S 

house or inside o f  i t ,  or  
wherevah dey pas ses ovah . 
An '  aftah dey goes ovah 
dat , dey gits tied up wit 
p ain . An ' , too , ag ' in , 

' lessen yo ' kin find anothah fellah [doator] in three days , dey ' ll b e  contin ' ly 
[ in pain]  - nevah b e  cured o f  i t  till you [ some doator ] find dat . Ah know a man 
in mah own neighborhood , he gi ts de wood off  a tree struck by lightnin ' an ' dat 
o fficer come right down fur as de lo t ,  but as fur comin ' in • • •  [ This policeman 
did not enter man ' s house , did no t set foo t on man ' s  land . ]  [Wilson , N .  Car . , 
( 15 15) , 268 2 : 7 . ] 

12313 . Ah learnt 
de lightnin ' s truck , 

dat you could take dat dere wood from a tree right where 
turn in an '  go dere an ' git chew three pieces , tree lil ' 

3 PIECES OF LI GHTNING-STRUCK WOOD - 3 DIME S  MINTED 

SAME YEAR - S TAGGER THE SE 6 P IECE S  IN JAR - THROW 

INTO RUNN ING WATE R :  AH HOPE YO ' COME BACK TO ME: 
IN NAME OF DE FATHER, SON AND HOLY GHOST, COME BACK 
THROW JAR INTO RUNN ING WATE R - I T  WILL GO S O  FAR 

DOWN STREAM - TURN ROUND - COME BACK - GO INTO BANK 
NO ONE CAN FIND IT - AB SENT PERSON WILL RETURN 

OR ELSE : KEEP JAR AND CONTENTS UNDER WATER 3 DAYS 

THI S THE BETTER VERS I ON - AFTER 3 DAYS SHE RETURNS 

small pieces . An ' take 
three [ si lver ]  dimes made 
in de same yeah . Take 
three dimes an ' dat p iece 
o f  wood , an ' put dem dere 
three pie ces , an ' put one 
dime ' neath dat p iece  o f  
woo d  [ demonstrates ] an ' de 
next dime right  next tuh 
de next top p ie ce of wood ,  
an ' de next dime right in 

de bo ttom in de j ar .  An ' take it tub de watah an' throw it in de watah , an ' 
s ays , Ah hope yo ' aome baak tuh me, In Name of de Fathah, Son an ' Ho Zy Ghos t, 
aame baak . Let i t  go in de watah . Yo ' s ee , yo ' throw dat j ar an ' hi t ' ll go so 
fur downs tream, an ' dat j ar wil l turn roun ' an ' come back an ' go in de b ank where 
nobody will git dere han ' s on i t .  Dat j ar will come back . 

Or eithah yo ' kin take i t  lak dis : Yo ' kin take a b rick an ' put it in dat 
j ar wit dat , dat money an ' dat piece of woo d  from de lightnin ' -s truck tree , an ' 
i t  will s tay down undah de watah three days . Dat ' s de bes t ,  it  will s tay undah 
de watah three days . Well ,  when dem three days out , she ' s back tuh yo ' . 

(This is b ringing somebody back? ) 
Dat ' s  right . 
(Where do you get these dimes - get them out o f  your own pocket? ) 
Yeah , j es '  go down an' try tub git de dimes  made in de same yeah . [ Faye tte

ville , N. Car . , ( 1415) , 2549 : 2 . ] 
12314 . Ah heard dat yo ' kin go tub de 

three splinters or j es '  as many splin ters 
t ree where lightnin ' s trike an ' git 
off de tree as yo ' go t corner at  chure 

4 CORNERS OF HOUSE - BURY AT - LIGHTNING- STRUCK WOOD 

FIRS T GREASE EACH P IECE WITH : BLUESTONE AND VASELINE 

THI S  IS TO KEEP AWAY POLICE AND UNWANTED VIS I TORS 

hous e ,  [ like ] corner o f  
yore yard , yo ' know . An '  
git some blues tone an ' 
vaseline an ' blues tone . 
Mix it  tuhgethah an ' 

grease dis lightnin' -s trike splinter 
see. fo ' tuh keep polices an ' things 

an '  peg it at each corner o f yore house . 
from roun ' yore house . Dat ' s whut dat ' s  
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fo ' . Ah know da t ' s  good . 
(So no one will bother you in your home? ) 
Dat ' s  i t . [ S umter ,  S .  Car . , ( 136 4) , 2409 : 2 . ] 
12315 . Dey ' s  go down to de fo ' ks of  de road where it ' d  [ i t  would ] fo ' k  like 

dis [ demonstrates ] an ' have yo ' some thunder- ligh tning pegs - ligh ted [ lightning ] 

9 PEGS FROM LIGHTNING-STRUCK WOOD - DRIVE INTO FORKS 
OF ROAD - ASKING GOD AND DEVIL TO TURN PERSON ANOTHER 
WAY - INFORMANT ' S DE THUNDER KNOCKED A PIECE OFF DE 
TREE IS A REMNANT OF ANCIENT BELIEF THAT THESE BOLTS 
WERE A SHOWER OF STONES HURLED AT TREE - SEE LATER 

pegs where de thunder 
knoaked a pieae off de 
tree . Take i t  [piece of 
wood ] an ' make pegs -
nine pegs . An '  drive 
' em in de fo ' ks o f  de 
road an ' call on God an ' 

de devil to hear yo ' drivin ' , an ' make dem people 
won ' t go out dat way . [To change a person ' s  mind 
rare ri te . ] 

turn . Dey goin ' another way , 
at the cross roads is no t a 

(You call upon the person that you don ' t want to go out that way . )  [Man for 
centuries could no t unde rs tand primi tive man ' s  tools such as arrowheads , and 
s inc e  they were s ome times found under a t ree , a ligh tning-s truck one , i t  became 
a thunderbolt . That tree could have grown up 1000 years after the arrowhead had 
been los t ! See the woman looking for a thunderbo lt to ease her rheumatism, warm 
up her bones , in Fo lklore from Adams County Il linois , 1s t ed . , No . 5 380 , 2nd ed . ,  
No . 5 786 . Also s ee HOODOO, v . l ,  Nos . 6 35 , 2336 & 2337 . ] [Waycro s s , Ga . ,  (1129) , 
1834 : 1 . ] 

12316 . Dey say yo ' can ' t burn it . Dey say yo ' can ' t burn dat wood because 
it will pop so bad in de house . Dey use dat . Yo ' can take some of dat wood an ' 

9 TIMES DRIVE LIGHTNING-STRUCK SPLINTER 
INTO HI S PATH - THROW HIM INTO HEARTBURN 

go to a person house an ' somewhere or 
' no thah , s tick it down , yo ' know , 
drive it down dere 9 t imes somewhere 
in his path , where be goes through 

throw him into heartburn. 
lightning-struck tree ? )  

an' g o  ovah . Dat will 
(This wood f rom the 
Yes , de wood from a ligbtnin ' -s truck tree . [ Fayet teville , N .  Car. , ( 139 6) , 

2511 : 12 . ] 
12317 . Now,  yo ' wish tub gi t a girl or yore boy fren ' back tub ' em .  Yo ' go 

ahead an ' go tub a fat-lightah [pine ] s tump of a tree dat de lightnin ' s truck . 

9 PEGS FROM STUMP OF A FAT-LIGHTER PINE STRUCK BY 
LIGHTNING - GO TO FORKS OF ROAD WITH PEGS - 2 PINTS 

OF WHISKEY - THERE MAKE 3 WISHES - LIE ON BACK AND 
DRINK ONE PINT - POUR OTHER PINT ON 9 PEGS - SET 
AFIRE - BURN UP PEGS - RETURN HOME - BOY OR GIRL 
WISHED FOR NOW COMES COMPLETELY UNDER YOUR CONTROL 

An '  yo ' takes an '  makes 
nine pegs . An '  af tah yo ' 
make dose nine p egs , yo ' 
goes back tub de fo ' ks o f  
de road an ' yo ' makes 
three wishes . Dat ' s  de 
way it wuz tole tub me . 
Make three wishes an' 

aftah yo ' make three wishes , yo ' takes two p ints of whiskey wit chew, an ' af tah 
yo ' make de three wishes , den yo ' take an ' yo ' lie down on de flat o f  yore back 
at de fo ' ks of  de road , an ' yo ' d rinks one of dose pints , an '  yo ' po ' s  de o thah 
one on de nine pegs . An '  yo ' git chew a match an ' yo ' s cratch de matCh ,  an '  
se ts dat whiskey afire an '  burns up dose pegs righ t  dere . Den dat cause de girl 
or de boy , which one yo ' made de wishes fo ' , tub come back undah yore control .  
[Fayetteville , N .  Car . , (1420) , 255 9 : 10 . ] 

12318 . I f  yo ' b urn a tree - if yo ' wuz out wi th a person an '  yo ' take an ' 
note where there ' s  a lightnin ' -s truck tree , an ' yo ' split  it  up an' carry i t  to 
' em fo ' wood an '  he burn i t ,  even unknowingly , he ' ll lose his home . I t ' s bad 
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IF YOU SPLIT UP A LIGHTNING-STRUCK TREE - SELL IT 
BUYER EVEN UNKNOWINGLY BURNING ANY - WILL LOSE HOME 
IN OTHER WORDS YOU COULD PURPOSELY CAUSE TROUBLE 

luck to him . 
(You give the fellow bad 
luck by giving him this 
wood from this tree ? )  
Even i f  he didn ' t know 

i t  - he migh t  not have but two pieces o f  dat ,  but he ' d  lose whatevah he had . 

LIGHTNING-STRUCK WOOD : ON HEARTH .. 
WITH WISHES - FIGHTING IN THERE 

UNDER HOUSE - PEOPLE WITHIN MOVE 

[Wilson , N .  Car . , ( 1476) , 2606 : 7 . ] 

nin ' -s truck tree an ' throw i t  
s tay dere . 

12319 . Yo ' take some wood from a tree where 
de lightnin ' s truck an ' throw it on yore 
hearth , make yore wishes , an ' dere be wrath 
in dere all de time . An ' yo ' take dat light

under dere house , dey ' ll have tub move . Dey can ' t 

(When you throw that piece of wood on the fireplace there will be fighting in 
the house all the time ? ) 

Yes sir . [Brunswick , Ga . ,  ( 12 06 ) , 20 3 7 : 4 . ] 
12 320 . Well ,  any kinda tree but de lightnin ' have tub be done s truck it . 
(Well , what would they do about that? ) 
Wel l ,  j es '  lak now i f  yo ' p rob ' b ly be  mah next-do '  neighbah an ' ah can ' t gi t 

along wi t chew or  sompin o f  de kind in no way ah do , an ' ah wants tub move yo ' 

LIGHTNING-STRUCK WOOD THROWN NEAR HOUSE MOVES PEOPLE 
from dere , an ' de light
nin'  done s truck a tree 
or sompin lak dat . Ah 

j es '  go dere an ' take a o le p iece o f  wood - j es '  a ole slab or s ompin off  dere -
sompin lak dat chew know an' throw i t  anywhere round yore house an ' yo ' go tta go. 

LIGHTNING-STRUCK WOOD UNDER HOUSE - PEOPLE MOVE 
[ Brunswick , Ga . , ( 1186) , 2000 : 9.] 
12321 . Git a piece of , yo ' know 
j es '  de ligh tnin ' s trike a tree 

or sompin o thah lak dat . Tell me yo '  kin git  a ole p iece of wood yo ' know , from 
de tree yo ' know , whe re de lightnin ' has s truck , an ' throw i t  underneath dere 
house an ' dey tell  me dey ' ll move . 

(They will move away . )  [Brunswick , Ga . ,  ( 117 7 ) , 1990 : 11 . ] 
12322 . Ah tel l  whut lightnin ' will do . I f  yo ' take - if de lightnin ' s truck 

a tree , yo ' kin take dat tree when de ligh tnin ' s truck i t  an ' run anybody ' way 

LIGHTNING-STRUCK WOOD UNDER THE STEPS 
WILL WALK 'EM AWAY - PEOPLE INSIDE 

from dere dat  chew wanta . 
(How would they do that? ) 
Why af tah de lightnin ' s trike de tree , 
then yo ' take that wood an ' yo ' bury 

that wood under the people ' s  s tep where they walk ovah i t ,  an ' that will walk 
'em CIJJ)ay . [ Faye t tevi lle , N .  Car . , ( 14 19 ) ,  2555 : 1 . ] 

LIGHTNING-STRUCK WOOD BURNED IN HOUSE 
S OMEONE WI THIN WILL DIE THAT YEAR 

12 323 . I t  bad luck if  yo ' burn dat wood. 
(That lightning-s truck wood . )  
Somebody certain in de family tub die dat 
yeah , if dey burn dat wood dat wuz s truck 

by lightnin ' . It  be awful bad luck tub do dat , burn dat in yore house . [ Sumter ,  

TO KILL A PERS ON WITH LIGHTNING-STRUCK WOOD - COOK 
HIS FOOD OR DRINK - TO BURN THE WOOD YOU WILL DIE 
BUT YOU MAY SAFELY BURN IT : IN DE NAME OF DE LORD 

it on a p erson an ' dey said dat dis person will soon 
(How would you use i t  on a person? ) 

s .  Car . , ( 1 3 74 ) , 24 36 : 4 . ]  
12324 . Yo ' could use de 
s trucken woo d ,  de wood where 
i t  s trucken by lightnin ' , 
an ' dey said dat dey use 
die . 

Yell, jes ' go tub work an ' make a tea an ' put de tea tub de bread , from de 
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same wood . Jes ' take it an ' put i t  in a po t an ' boil it , an' give de person de 
tea . Or eithah j es '  mix it in whatsomevah dey eat . From lightnin ' -s trucken 
[wood ] . 

(Wel l ,  what about burning the wood . Did you s ay some thing would happen about 
that? )  

I f  dey burn de wood , de person will soon die . 
(Who would soon die ? )  
Whosomevah goes  tub work an ' use de wood . Well , i f  dey use i t  In de Name of 

de LoPd, dey couldn ' t take it , dey say .  But yo ' kin use it fo ' whut chew wanta 
use i t  fo ' . [ S umter , S .  Car . , ( 1 384) , 246 1 : 2 . ] 

12325 . Ah ' ve heard tha t if yo ' have an enemy , which yo ' think yo ' enemy , 
take yo ' a tenpenny nail an '  drive it  two-thirds into a tree , whatevah tree de 

DRIVE 10-PENNY NAIL 2 / 3  INTO LIGHTNING- STRUCK TREE 
BY INTENTION - YOUR ENEMY BECOMES YOUR FRIEND 

lightnin ' s trikes . An '  
that enemy will become to 
be yore greates t friend . 
(Do you do anything with 

that nail when you are driving it into that tree ? )  
Nuthin , j es '  drive i t  in two- thirds o f  de way - de tenpenny nails . [ Inten

tion is sufficient . ]  [ Fayet teville , N .  Car . , ( 1408) , 25 31: 6 . ] 

BOIL LI GHTNING-S TRUCK WOOD IN MARCH 
SCOUR BED - KILLS CHINCHE S [ BEDBUGS ] 

12326 . Said yo ' could gi t a piece where 
de lightnin ' s truck . 
(A pie ce o f  wood from a tree that the 
lightning s truck . )  
An '  put on yore po t [ put pot on fire ]  an '  
put it [ lightning-struck wood ] i n  dere 

an '  boil i t ,  an ' s cour [ the bed ] wit i t  in March , an ' it  will kill out de bugs , 
de chinches [bedbugs ] .  [Wilson , N .  Car . , ( 1503) , 2669 : 7 . ] 

12327 . Sho ' , de splinter from a tree [ s truck by lightning ] is lucky fo ' a 
gamb Zin ' han ' an' de toothache . As fur as de gamb Zin ' han '  ah don ' t know direct, 

LIGHTNING-STRUCK WOOD : FOR TOOTHACHE - GAMBLING HAND 
' cause ah don ' gamble ; 
but peop les dat have had 
de toothache have veri

fied dat s tatement dat i t  is good . [ Memphis , Tenn . , ( 1521) , 2 7 13 : 17 . ] 
12 328 . I f  yo ' � dat wood from de tree dat de lightnin ' s trike , i t  will 

set de house afire . [ Fayetteville 259 9 : 10 . ] 
12329 . Wel l ,  i f  you have de toothache , yo ' pick yore teeth with i t  [ splinter 

from lightning-s truck tree ] .  [Known everywhere . ]  [Algiers 2959 : 9 . ] 
12330 . An '  i f  yo ' put a piece of wood de lightnin ' s truck in yore pocke t ,  

yo ' cain ' t b e  sho t ;  cain ' t b e  sho t b y  no man , if  yo ' tote dat in yore pocket . 
[Algiers 2954 : 9 . ] 

12 331.  Wel l,  you goin ' , an ' go an '  gi t a piece of  splinter f rom where a 
lightnin ' -s truck [ tree ] an ' yo ' take dat splinter  to home an ' pu t  it  up � 
de door � ei ther under de rug , or s ome p lace like that , an '  yo ' ll [man and 
woman living there will]  separate . [Jacksonville 7 79 : 2 . ] 

1233 2 . Go to a �  tha t the lightnin ' have s truck , an ' trim it in lil ' 
small s ticks , an ' go to ' em [boss ] chewin ' this s tick an '  as�' a j ob ,  an' 
yo ' ll git one . [ Faye t teville 2 6 37 : 7 . ]  

12333 . Jes ' lak yo ' go tub de no ' th s ide o f  a tree an ' where de lightnin ' 
has s truck ,  yo ' know, an ' pull yo ' off  some of thae-an• tote hit in yore pocket 
fo ' success .  [Brunswick 2113 : 3 . ] 

12334 . Take dat splinter an ' nai l  it  at de person ' s do ' an '  dat ' ll  run ' em  
away , de splinter from de lightnin ' -s trike tree . Dey ' ll nail it at de feet of 
yore s teps an' make yo ' move . [ Sumter 2447 : 22 . ] 
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12335 . Ah said dey tell  me if yo ' goin ' anywhere an ' lak if two people b e  
toge ther , an ' i f  a s torm split a s tob of  tree or anything , why dat ' s bad luck . 

[Wilson 2650 : 7 . ] 
LIME OUTSIDE HOUSE - PEOPLE INSIDE MOVE 12 336 . Either they could go to that 

person ' s  house an ' sprinkle lime 
aroun' de house , under de do ' s tep . Dat ' ll run ' em out , make de folks have some 
kind o f  fee lin ' dey j es '  cain ' t s tay there . [ Somewhere there is also an example 
of this from Fredericksburg , Va . ]  

(Make them move ? )  
Yeah . [ Fayettevi lle , N .  Car . , ( 1426) , 25 7 2 : la . ] 
12337 . Ah tell yo ' what ah used tuh use . Git de 

dey are shoein' de horse , yo ' take de hoo f  [ cut off ] 

LIME - HORSE HOOF - RED ONION PEELINGS - RED PEPPER 
BURN THESE TOGETHER FOR LUCK 

horseshoe - yo '  know when 
an ' yo ' take a s tuf f  dey 

cal l limes tone , an ' red 
onion peels , an' red pep
per an ' burn it together . 

dat bring yo ' luck . [ S umte r ,  s .  Car . , (1348) , 
12338 . (So  the boss  wil l give me a j ob ? ) 

Why dat brings luck . See 
2331 : 8 . ] 

Ah goes out in de woods an ' git one o f  dose LittZe John de Conkah roots -
j es '  de Li ttZe John. Ah knows i t .  Goes out dere an' gits one of dose roots . 

LITTLE JOHN DE CONKAH - WALK UP TO BOSS 9 MORNINGS 
Ah walk up to him fo ' nine 
mawnin' s  an' chew i t ,  an ' 

dere tuh git a j ob .  Tell me , " Come back 
gittin ' back -ere . Den ah ' ll go back de 
[ Florence , S .  Car . , ( 1334) , 2301 : 4 . ] 

ah tell  him ah come down 
in de mawnin' • " May be de lates t  
next mawnin ' . He ' ll give me a j ob .  

12339 . When you leave yo ' house , i f  
key [ as a b ootlegger ] ,  you unders tand -

yo ' know that yo ' are going afte r  whis
if you going aft er whiskey , you wanta 

LOBELIA - D�SS BOOTLEGGING CAR WITH - 1 PIECE IN 
BACK - SIT OVER OTHER PIECE UNDER SEAT - NO ONE 
TOUCHES YOUR CAR - LOBELIA AND HIPPO FROM WOODS 

dress [ magically protect ] 
yourself before you go . 
You wanta dress yo ' self b e
fo ' yo ' go . Anyhow dress 
yo ' car . 
(How do you dress it ? )  
Well , yo ' take dat lobelia 

an' put one piece in de back,  right in de back of de car , an '  sit  on de odder 
[ other ] piece underneath yo ' seat , an ' den nobody will te tch yo ' car . An ' 
coming in an' going out nobody ket ch yo ' car . Nobody ever hear yo ' .  Lobelia 
and hippo , yo ' git dat out de woods . [ Charles ton , S .  Car . , ( 5 25 ) , 6 29 : 1 . ]  

12 340 . Yo ' git three grains [pieces ] o f  hippo roots , and one grain of  lobe-
lia . Yo ' bury i t  at chure s tep , at de foot o f  yore gate . If  you go t a gate 

LOBELIA 1 PIECE - HIPPO 3 PIECES - BURY AT GATE AND 
STEPS FOR LAW - ALSO PRICKLY FEET [NETTLE ] HELPS 

and de house setting b ack 
in de yard , well yo ' ll 
bury dat to - right to 
yore gate . De law come 

in dere . An '  yore piak Ze [priakZy ] fee t  guards all over dat . [ This man from 
the swamps used words and plant names I had never heard of . ] [ Charles ton , S .  

LODESTONE - SAYS TJOCTOR BUZZARD OF NORFOLK IS BLACK 
OR WHITE - MALE OR FEMALE - HAIR DOES NOT GROW ON 
LODESTCifE AS SOME PEOPLE SAY - IT IS MERELY A FUZZ 
SPECIAL STORE FROM BIRD NEST IS FREQUENT IN HOODOO 

Car . , (525 ) , 6 28 : 9 . ] 
1 2 34 1 .  [This s tone ] get 
it in the eagle nes t . 
There ' s  a white lodestone 
and there ' s  a black lode
stone . Wel l ,  the whi te 



- Hoodoo - Conj uration - Witchcraft  - Rootwork - 4321 

lodes tone is the female and the b lack is the male . Well ,  the female is no good . 
But i t ' s no hair grows on those s tone . [ Some rites speak about hair growing on 
lodes tone . ]  The only thing it is , i ts FUZZ still grows on it , j us t  [ like ] the 
beard on my face - it  grow on the lodes tone . [This is from Doctor Buzzard o f  
Norfolk , Va . ,  part o f  whose interview given pp . l5 15-1517 and e lsewhere . ]  [Nor
folk , Va . , ( ? ) , 454 : 3 . ] 

12 342 . Yo ' take an ' yo ' gets a piece 
way , an ' yo ' take [he and she ] lodestone 

of cloth about four inches square each 
an ' mash i t  together . An '  den yo ' get 

LODESTONE HE AND SHE - OWN SWEAT - SILVER COIN 
3 INGREDIENTS SEWED INTO CLOTH 4 INCHES SQUARE 
WEAR HAND IN RIGHT ARMPIT SEWED TO UNDERWEAR 
NO ILL EFFECTS AFTER 3 DAYS - USE FOR GAMBLING 

yoursel f ,  take some of your 
own perspiration , yo ' know, an' 
put it in dere - dampen it . 
Yo ' kin take de end o f  a piece 
o f  your own clo thes an� put in 
dere an ' fold i t  together . Fo ' 

ins tance , if  yo ' go t a p ie ce of  silver money , yo ' kin take a piece o f  your sil
ver money an' put i t  in dere . I t  will  b e  a piece about dat wide an ' about dat 
high [ very small size ] an '  yo ' take dat an ' sew i t  to de inside o f  yore under
clothes - under your arm, under your right arm .  An '  yo ' wear dat dere fo ' three 
days .  An '  yo ' don ' t feel no ' feet from dat until  de third day , an ' den yo ' be
gin to see i t .  Den after de third day yo ' kin go in any gamb ling game o r  any 
kind of  winning game yo ' wanta , an ' yo ' ll win money . [ S t .  Petersburg , Fla . , 
( 1025) , 166 1 : 3 . ] 

12 34 3 .  Tuh gi t 
vbut chew have tub 

a j ob ,  yo ' j is '  have tuh dress yo ' self an ' ah tell yo ' j is '  
do . Yo ' have tuh dress yo ' sel f wit lodes tone an' quicks ilvah 

LODESTONE - QUICKSILVER - JOCKEY CLUB PERFUME 
TIE FIRST TWO UP IN RED FLANNEL - USE AS STRING 
THREAD FROM YOUR OLD SOCK - FEED [ DAMPEN ] .:!!!ll_ 
HAND WITH THE PERFUME - RUB HANDS ON THIS DAMP 
PACKAGE BEFORE ASKING BOSS FOR JOB - THROW YOUR 
fiNGERS TOWARDS HIM SO THAT HE CATCHES THE SCENT 

an '  Jockey Club P erfume - both 
togethah . Ah tell yo ' j is '  
how yo ' do now. Yo ' git chew 
a red piece of flannel aftah 
yo ' b eat it all up dere to
gethah . Git chew a red piece 
of  flannel an ' den take a 
thread outa yore s o ck .  See , 

j is '  lak yo ' got a pair o f  socks , but let i t  be  a pair of  socks yo ' done worn 
an' take a thread from dat sock an' tie it aroun ' dis , an ' den b efo ' yo ' go in 
dere , yo ' know, yo ' kin ' a  run yore han ' s  lak dis [ demons trates ] .  Yo ' s ee ,  yo ' 
rub yore han '  lak dis an ' den when he [ boss ] git tuh talkin ' tuh yo ' ,  yo ' have 
tub kinda hold yore face lak dat . An '  when yo ' go , yo ' ll kin' a throw yore 
fingahs lak yo ' kinda throwin ' yore fingahs tuh him yo ' know , an ' he ' ll git de 
odor of i t  all right . Dat Jockey Club P erfume dere . The ' re [ there are ] two 
chances tuh one yo ' won ' b e  turned down . 

(You rub this b ag in your hand? ) 
Dat ' s right . [Memphis , Tenn . , ( 9 36 ) , 15 15 : 6 . ] 
12344 . Lodes tone . 
(Lodestone . )  
Keep i t  wet with perfume and tote that 

lack to get a j ob like tha t ,  even b e  ab le 

LODESTONE - F8ED PERFUME - CARRY FOR JOB 

LODESTONE AND INCENSE CARRY 
WASH FACE AND HANDS IN VAN- VAN 

EACH TIME GOING TO WORK - TO HOLD JOB 

in your pocket . Tha t will give you 
lucky for anything - luck for anything 

like that . [Vicksburg , Va . ,  ( 755) , 
1031 : 6 . ]  
12345 . Yo ' git chew a piece of lode
s tone an ' yo ' put i t  in a little pie ce 
[ o f  cloth ]  or yo ' kin put it in yore 
pocketbook , an '  a piece of dat in
cense , an '  put i t  together an '  keep 
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it . An '  yo ' to te i t  in yore pocketbook an ' every time yo ' go to work , why yo ' 
wash yore face an ' hands in dat Van- Van an ' dey won ' t turn yo ' off . [Mob ile , 
Ala . , { 70 1) , 95 2 : 12 . ] I) 

12346 . Make a lit tle s cap [ scapular ] to wear on you to make luck . 
(What ' s  a s c1p ? )  
You [ know] j is '  like a p iece • • •  you make i t  an '  you put • • •  j is '  like you say , 

"Ah come to you an' ah wants somepin for luck , an' ah want a hand from you . "  

LODESTONE - HE AND SHE - GET AT CRACKERJACK DRUG 
STORE - POD OF RED GARLIC - DIME [ SILVER]  - NAME 
OF MAN - WRITE HIS NAME FIRST - HER NAME ON TOP 
PUT IN BAG AND WEAR - MAN GIVES HIS MONEY TO HER 

Now you as s me what ah wants 
to do with this hand, but ah 
say ,  "Mah husband is a man 
that don ' t give me money . "  
Wel l ,  you gon ' a te ll me how 
to fix that . [You are going 

to make a hand for me so that my husband will give me money . ]  An' ah ' m  gon ' a 
wear that on me .  Dat ' s  to make him bring me his money . 

(How would you fix that? ) 
You see , you take dat • • •  dat is j is '  w ' at ah ' m  tellin ' you about . You go to 

the CRACKERJACK DRUG STORE - right down here . You git choo a he an ' a she lode
s tone , a pod of garlic - git a red garlia - an ' you put dat with a dime [ silver 
one ] an ' his name . You wri te his name furce an ' your name on top , an ' wear that 
on you an ' he ' ll give i t  yuh [his money ] .  [New Orleans , La . , ( 79 0 ) , 1102 : 8 . ] 

1234 7 . Lodestone is de luckies t  thing there is in de world fo ' gittin '  money . 
Yo ' kin b e  s tandin'  heah talkin ' tuh me an ' , i f  yo ' go t a piece of lodestone in 

LODESTONE IN POCKET DRAWS MONEY FROM ANOTHER POCKET 
yore pocke t about dat b ig ,  
i t  will draw any money ah 
got in mine out .  [Did in

formant have a piece of  
( 1428) , 25 78 : 9 . ] 

lodes tone in his pocket? ] [ Fayetteville , N .  Car . , 

12 348 . They to le me tuh git - they had me tuh git a piece of  - a pie ce of 
drawing lodestone an ' dis same mineral oil . Ah cain' t think o f  it  [ name ] . They 

LODESTONE - MINERAL OIL - HEAD COMB DUST - BUY THESE 
MIX STONE AND DUST WITH OIL - PERFUME - WEAR FOR JOB 

s till use it as mineral 
oil.  Dis lodes tone , dis 
drCfJJJin ' s tone , you buy , 
see , an ' dis mineral oil 

and de dus t from a comb , ah believe i t  was - a head comb , de dus t .  An '  yo ' 
' solve [ dissolve ] dis dus t into dis - dis mineral oil and dus t all together , 
and you dress dis dus t and de mineral [oil ]  and de lodes tone wit perfume an ' 
you wears i t .  But ah was success ful . 

{Tha t ' s  in hunting a j ob . )  
In hunting a j ob .  Leas t how ,  i t  worked . But thinking about i t ,  ah didn ' t 

hole [ hold ] de j ob very long . So dat ' s why ah didn ' t think dere ' s  much to it . 
[To be ab le to buy head-comb dus t indicates the catholicity of  products sold by 
some hoodoo shops ! ]  [Mobile , Ala . , (661) , 864 : 3 . ] 

12349 . [The firs t page o f  this ri te has b een los t  or misplaced . From the 
ri te that follows this one and s imilar ri tes e lsewhere , the meaning is somewhat 

LODESTONE EAGLE BRAND - WHY SO CALLED 
clear . ]  
(You mean this si lverlode ? That ' s  the 
s tuff , the si lver you get off o f  a 

thermometer . That ' s  that kind of  silver? ) 
Not [ silver or lodes tone] from a factory of some kind . They call it Eag le 

Lodestone [brand name ] .  That ' s  what they call it . 
[ I t  is called Eagle Lodestone b ecause i t  is  found in an eagle ' s  nest ! The 

eagle hunts for and picks up this si ZverZode or lodes tone or wha tever it is 
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called in order to tes t  the fe rtility of eggs slow in hatching ! O ther birds 
are said to do the same thing - a number of examples in HOODOO . ]  

{You take drops of tha t ,  you say ? )  

4323 

Yes , sir,  I uses drops o f  it .  An' ah have been able to  reach all complaints 
wi thin with i t .  

[ An  early note i n  pencil on this page reads : A si lver dime or si lver load 
(s tone ?) take 7 drops, aan ' t  "poison " you (no one aan "poison "  you) . The sil
ve r  dime of  course , is worn to prevent hoodoo , the 7 drops I am unable to recall 
at the moment .  But to take or p rescribe them internally ! Compare this rite 
with the one now fo llowing . ]  

(You mean this silverlode that ' s  that s tuff - the si lver you get o ff a 
thermometer - that ' s  that kind o f  silver • • • •  ) 

No t from a fac tory o f  some kind - they call it  eagle lodes tone • • •  that ' s what 
they call i t .  

(You take drops o f  tha t ,  you say ? )  
Yes , s i r  I uses drops of  i t  - an ' ah have been ab le to reach all complaints 

within with i t . [ Savannah , Ga . ,  ( 5 38) , 655 : 4 . ] 
12350 . [Here is a hand f rom an excellent hoodoo woman whose material was 

los t before i t  could be trans cribed] : Lodes tone , John de Conkah , saltpete r ,  dime 
( silver one) , make wish while sewing bag to you , 

LODESTONE HAND FROM AN EXPERT anoint every 9 days with whiskey o r  Jo ckey Club 

, 
resume of  the ri te in pencil , 
(960) , 1546 : 6 . ] 

Perfume ,  "feed i t , "  a bag. [This is my original 
attached to final manuscrip t . ]  [Memphis , Tenn . , 

1235 1 .  "Lodes tone • • •  John de Conkah root • • •  a l ittle dragon ' s  b lood an '  mix • • •  
keep in lit tle bag . "  [Little Rock 14 74 : 4 . ] 

12 35 2 .  "Powdered white lodestone • • •  de white is moh p ahful [ powerful ] den de 
b lack - sulphur powder • • •  half a dollar [ silver ] • • •  in dere wit dat bag . " [Little 
Rock 1474 : 5 . ] 

12 35 3 .  "Take High John , Eve-and-Adam [Adam-and-Eve ] , Tonka b eans , an ' make 
a wish an ' git chew some lodes tone an '  s tick in dat . "  [Little Ro ck 1462 : 12 . ]  

12 354 . Live lodes tone and pod of Adam-and-Eve root , put in b ag "an '  you 
feeds i t  ev ' ry mawnin '  with Van- Van _£E. ei ther good whiskey . "  [New Orleans 
126 1 : 5 . ] 

12355 . Lodestone , John de Conkah ,  five- finger grass , � John de Conkah and 
White Rose Oil in a bag .  [Mobile 9 6 7 : 10 . ] 

12 356 . I think they call it  lodes tone . And i f  you � that in your pocket 
vben you go t o  get  this j ob ,  that will  make the man interested or  bring his 
influence toward you . [ Richmond 385 : 1 . ] 

12 35 7 .  Lodestone and b rimstone , dat ' s good tuh give yo ' luck , fo ' most any
thing yo ' undertake . [ Sumter 2 317 : 10 . ] 

1235 8 .  Dey use da t fo ' luck fo ' anything . Lodes tone is used fo ' mos ' any
thing . I t ' s j es '  a lucky s tone tha t ' s all . [ Sumter 2345 : 9 . ] 

12359 . Wel l ,  if  i t ' s something that chew see , yo ' say ,  "What do yo ' want : 
In the Name of the Lord?" An '  they go ' way . But i f  yo ' abuse them they will 
always follow yo ' . But they can ' t s tand the word [Name ] of the Lord. [ S t .  
Petersburg , Fla . , (1066 ) , 16 25 : 1 . ] 

12360 . When you do this with the Lord ' s permission or help , it ' s all right ; 
hut i f  you do it  by yourself , then it ' s  wrong.  [ Fredericksburg , Ro . 44 ,  by Edi

phone . ]  
LOVE POWDERS PREPARED BY A MEDIUM 1236 1 .  Now, this o thah person , she got whut 

chew call love powder. Bad it prepared by 
a 11edium. An' she put that  in his food to keep him regularly , all de time. 
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[New Orleans 2859 : 1 . ]  
1236 2 .  Dere ,danger to yo ' head all d e  time . 

s tand , an ' yo ' go to de drug s tore an ' gi t what 
Yo ' take a man ' s hat ,  yo ' under

chew call sulphur of potash , 
something like a powder and 
i t ' s called Zove powder. 
That ' s  the name fer it Love 

LOVE POWDER - SAYS INFORMANT IS SULPHUR OF POTASH 

Powder. Sprinkle dat in de hat ,  in de lining . Or if  he goes with yo ' and yo ' 
kin get near to him, sprinkle it  in any piece of his clo thes . Dat means dat 
yo ' can ' t s tay away , yo ' will come back .  [ Charles ton , S .  Car . , ( 512) , 581 : 3 . ] 

1236 3 .  Now , ah tell yo ' if a pusson gi t hol ta [hold of ] yore hai r .  Dey kin 
[ gi t ]  yore hair and dey kin take dat pie ce of hair maybe and wrap it up tigh t .  

LOVE POWDER AND HAIR WRAP IN CLOTH - SEW INTO BAG 
A HAND - PIN TO SIDE - �ED DAILY WITH COLOGNE 

Sew i t  up inna p iece of  
cloth , use some oil on  it ,  
pin it  down - j is '  like yo ' -
love a pusson an ' yo ' wanna 

make a pusson love yo ' ,  yo ' s ee . Yo ' gi t dat p iece a hair an ' yo '  gits some dis 
powdah yo ' calls Zove powdah . Yo ' take dat Zove powdah an ' yo ' puts dat piece 
a hair an ' dat love powdah in de clo t ' , an ' yo ' sew i t  up tight  an ' yo ' use 
co logne - a certain kin ' a high-class cologne yo ' use on it . An ' evah day yo ' 
go tta fed [feed] i t  [ this hand] dat . Evah da ' p o '  a lil ' dat cologne on . Pin 
i t  righ t  to yo ' side ; an ' why yo ' kin gi t dat pusson . Yo ' want ' em .  [ Charles
ton ,  s .  Car . , ( ? ) , 6 43 : 1 . ]  

12364 . Yeah , you can ge t some 
after you get the Zove powder put 

Zove powder and you can put that on you ,  and 
on you , they go t some kind of  oil : s ay ,  I think 

LOVE POWDER - COCONUT OIL OR BUTTER - WITCH HAZEL 
AND VAN VAN - BEFORE REACHING BOSS ADD RED PEPPER 
RUB HANDS WITH THIS MIXTURE - BOSS WILL GIVE JOB 

they calls i t  coconut oil , 
an ' coconut but ter , and witch 
haze l ,  and Van- Van. See , 
you put all them four diff ' 
ren ' - i t  together . An '  they 

say ,  when you ge t mos t to the place , you have i t  in your pocke t ,  and you put red 
pepper wi th i t .  So when you ge t mos t  there , see , you rub your hand with it like 
that . But don ' t le t ' em see it  on you . See , after you rubb ing your hand with 
i t  like that , s ee ,  the bossman , he can ' t  tell you "no . "  He go t to give you 
something to do . 

( I  see . )  [New Orleans , La . , ( 783) , 1087 : 7 . ] 
1236 5 . A little powder ,  they call i t  a love s ashay . They s ay you kin take 

i t  wi th you . You take an' tie i t  in your handkerchief , an ' when you go down to 

LOVE SASHAY IN HANDKERCHIEF - SHAKE AT BOSS FOR JOB 

a j ob ] . [Wilmington , N .  Car . , ( 331) , 26 9 : 10+85 . ]  

git the j ob ,  they s ay you 
j is ' shake your handker
chief [ and you will get 

12366 . Well , dey have a powder dat dey call love powder . I t ' s  made up o f  
essence o f  roses - some flavor o f  roses , an ' dey mi x  dis up . I t  has a very 

swee t odor an ' in going out time 
LOVE POWDER - ROSE ODOR - IN HANDKERCHIEF an ' ag ' in , dey put dis powder ,  dis 

love powder in ' em, in dere handker
chiefs an ' anything dey powder dere faces with . Dey claim when dey come in con
tact wi th men dat are talking , dey claim it makes dese men crazy to go where 
dey are . [Washington , D . C . , ( 6 39 ) , 8 29 : 7 . ]  

1236 7 . Get luck powder - love and Zuck powder. 
(Love and Zuck powder . And what do you do wi th that? )  
Sprinkle i t  down - keep i t  sprinkled down around the house . 
(And wha t will that do? )  



- Hoodoo - Conj uration - Witchcraft - Roo twork - 4 325 

Make them love you .  [Vicksburg , Miss . ,  ( 5 36 ) , 100 7 : 14 . ] 
1236 8 . Well , dere ' s  sompin dat dey call love perfume dat he kin dress hi� 

self with , an '  [or ] he will dress his wife i f  he ketch her s leep ; and when he 
gone , she won ' t have any thought for no o ther man to come around . [Mob ile , 
Ala . , (660) , 86 2 : 4 . ] 

12369 . Buy love powder at drugs tore and sprinkle on man . [ Richmond 317 : 7 . ] 
12370 . Put love powder [ informant called it mojoh powde!i on self and hand

kerchief so that person inhales . [Elizab e th Ci ty 390 : 6 . ] 
12371 . Woman sprinkles love powder on a man . [Wilmington 13 7 : 3 . ] 
1237 2 .  I f  you put love powder in a letter , the receiver will write . [Wil

mington 113 : 4 .  ] 
12 373 . Hi t ' s in de country though , whut ah did . Hi t ' s  a weed in de country , 

yo ' call de love tangler. [ Is  this a dodder? ] 
(What does i t  look like ? )  
I t ' s  j es '  - i t ' s  a b ush dat 

yo ' know - j es '  lak yo ' cain ' t 
grows flat chew know , an '  it  j es '  tangles all up 
see where de root o f  i t .  I t  j es '  tangled an '  

LOVE TANGLER - PRETTY GREEN FLAT WEED - TANGLED UP 
THROW UNDER HOUSE TO CAUSE MAN-WOMAN TROUBLE 

twis ted all up . 
(Is  i t  a flower? Does i t  
have any b loom on it? ) 

It ' s  j es '  a pretty green glat  weed 
that - yo ' j es '  dig up one bush of  
son ' s house whut ' s  devilin ' yo ' up 

No , it  don ' t have no b loom .  
dat be ' s  tangled up . An '  yo ' dig up s ome o f  
that an ' carry i t  an' throw i t  under de per
wi t chure husband . 

(What will that do ? )  
Dat puts yo ' all back together an ' b reaks him an ' dis woman up . Dat ' s whut 

ah did fo ' mah sis ter . [ Savannah , Ga . ,  ( 127 2) , 215 3 : 1 . ] 
12374 . Git dis heah powdah , dis heah Lucky Heart Powdah . 

nLUCKY HEART" PERFUME Burn i t  in yore place every mawnin ' an '  every night , s ome 
dat Lucky Heart Powder . Hi t draws good luck fo ' cus to

.ers tuh come in . [Lucky Heart in 19 30-1940 ' s  was name o f  firm and products they 
sold . ] [Waycross , Ga . , ( 1137) , 185 1 : 6 . ] 

12375 . Lak now , s ay ,  if  yo ' wuz mad wi t me . Well ,  if  ah go to one o f  dese 
Zucky men 's , s ee , an ' git me some of dis hoodoo stuff. Well ,  now , yo ' don ' t 

I,UCKY MEN OR LUCK MAN - RARE NAME FOR HOODOO MAN 
come tuh mah house but S arah 
ovah dere comes . Well,  yo ' 
give dis tuh Sarah an ' Sarah 

vill come to mah house an ' de fireplace is b roken up heah or down heah . [ S arah 
vill] poke dat s tuff in dere . All righ t .  I go t tied because it ' s  in mah house 
all de time . [ Faye ttevi lle , N .  Car . , (139 7 ) , 2516 : 12 . ] 

LUCKY OIL OR LUCKY PERFUME 
12376 . S ay yo ' take some , any kind o f  lucky oil , 
or lucky perfume , dat makes a very p leasin' smell . 
Consequently the boss smells it . It  isn ' t de per

fume alto ge thah dat gi t a man ' s  j ob ,  but i t  attrac t dey ' tenshun , den he kin 
�alk himself into a posi tion . [Memphis ,  Tenn . , (15 21) , 2713 : 7 . ] 

LUCKY SEAL : 9 PARSLEY ROOTS IN ONE SHOE - PLUG OF 
YELLOW GARLIC IN OTHER - CROSS 9 NEW PINS IN CLOTH 
PUT INITIAL OF YOUR GIVEN NAME IN INK ON CLOTH AT 
EACH PIN - BUY LUCKY SEAL AT CRACKERJACK DRUG STORE 
PUI ALL THIS AT GATE WHERE HIRING DONE - YOU FIRS T  
CJIE HIRED - A SEAL PRINTED ON SMALL PIECE O F  PAPER 

12 37 7 .  Lak if  yo ' go 
roun ' de cornah fo ' a j ob 
an ' yo ' go de firs � day 
an ' de man don ' hiah yo ' ,  
yo ' go de second day an '  
he don ' t hiah yo ' . Wel l ,  
de third day yo ' git dis
gus ted, yo ' see , an' yo ' 

study some kiDda remedy tuh gi t dis j ob .  Yo ' see . Well,  yo ' go dere an' de 
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firs t thing yo ' do , gi t chew nine roo ts of  pars ley , yo ' see , an ' put ' em in yore 
shoe . An '  gi t chew a garlic a yel lah garlic , a p lug of garlic an ' put dat in 
yore shoe . An '  git chew a piece of clo th about that long , yo ' see . An' put 
nine pins in that crossways , yes , s traight pins , new pins . Put ' em in dere 
crossways . An '  let each one o f  dem pins , lak yore name is George , well yo '  put 
de ' ni tials yo ' see at dem pins . An' yo ' go to dat j ar • • •  

(Where do you put those needles and those pins ? )  
Undah dere yo ' see , undah de pins • • • •  See where ah got dem nine pins cross . 

Yo ' go t de ' ni tials dere yo ' see . 
(You pu t the initials down with what ? )  
Ink . 
(On the clo th or  on a piece of  paper ? )  
On de clo th . See , de pins in de clo th ,  see , lak dat piece of  cloth about 

dat long.  Yo ' see yo ' j is '  put de pins lak dat crossways nine t imes . Yo ' see 
each on de b o t tom, yo ' put lak his nine dere "George" yo ' see wit ink , only each 
one dem ' nitials . An '  yo ' go dere dat mawnin '  an ' yo ' git a seal de' [ they ] call 
de "Lucky Seal . "  Yo ' go to de Crackerj ack Drug S to '  an ' git dat . Yo ' see yo ' 
carry dat an ' put i t  right down by de gate where de man hiahs up dere . Yo ' press 
it down dere . He ' ll call yo ' ' fore he calls anybodys else . Lak yore name Mis tah 
Eddy , he ' ll say ,  "Wel l ,  Mis tah Eddy ,  come on in an ' go tuh work . Ah needs yo ' 
dis mawnin ' • 

( That is to get the j ob . )  
giers , La . ,  ( 1605 ) , 30 31 : 1 . ] 

[See also SEALS in CHANNEL DE WORLD , v .  5 .  ] [Al-

12378 . Gi t chew - if i t ' s two do ' s  heah [ in this house ] yo ' go tuh de grocery 
s to '  an' git chew a can of whut chew call dis Red Devi l Lye , which Southerners 

LYE : RED DEVIL LYE WHICH SOUTHERNERS USE DOWN HEAH 
AS POTASH - WITH TABLESPOON DIG HOLE - THEN SPOON 
UP A LITTLE OF CLIENT ' S TRACK [ ROOT DOCTOR] GIVING 
RITE - BURY SAME THING AT FRONT AND BACK DOORS 
CLIENT CAN GO TO HIS WORK - NOTHING WILL HURT HIM 

use down heah as po tash , 
an ' open it . [ Lye and pot
ash are the same in these 
rites , because that Red 
Devil Lye can has a real 
red devil on it ! ] Take 
yo ' a tab lespoon an ' dig 

a hole j es '  wi t dat tab lespoon , an' put de dirt outa dere track ,  an '  yo ' bury 
i t  down dere , one [ can ] tuh yore front an ' one tuh yore back ,  when yo ' go tuh 
work , an ' i t  wouldn ' t hurt chew . [Brunswick , Ga . ,  ( 12 10) , 2045 : 4 . ] 

RED DEVIL LYE AND POTASH SAME THING - KILLS WHAT PUT DOWN 
12 379 . Wel l ,  if 
dey ' s put down any
thing fo ' yo ' tuh 

walk ovah , why de ' tell me tuh git a can of  Red Devi l Lye po tash an ' bury i t  in 
de groun' an ' leave de top ' bout half open an ' hi t ' ll kill whut dey go t put 

RED DEVIL LYE AND POTASH THE SAME - KEEPS EVIL AWAY 
ONE UNDER EACH DOORSTEP 

down . [Waycross , Ga . ,  
( 1 11 7 ) , 179 3 : 11 . ] 
12380 . Jes ' take a can 

Red Devi l po tash , an ' bury i t  yo ' know , 
somepin o thah lak da t .  An '  dat ' ll keep 

(Keep harm away . )  

o f  dis po tash . Yo ' know , 
j es '  lak underneat '  chure do ' s teps or 
ever ' thing away . 

Bury one underneat ' each one yore do ' s teps . [ Brunswick , Ga . , (1177) , be
�n cylinders 199 1-199 4 : 2 . ] 

12381 . Dey tell me de way to do , if  yo ' wanta put a confus ion , yo ' know , in 
a person' s  home . Yo ' see dat way to keep ' im confused , dat chew take a b ox of  
po taSh  yo• see , an '  Red Devil lye - po tash , yo ' see [Red Devi l lye and potash 
the sa.e ] .  An' dig a hole at chure back s teps or ei ther yore front s teps an ' 



- Hoodoo - Conj uration - Witchcraft - Rootwork - 4327  

RED DEVIL LYE AND POTASH ONE - BURY AT EITHER STEP 
VICTIM CONFUSED - NO MORE PEACE - NEVER SATISFIED 

cover dat [ can ] up , an ' 
dat person won ' t see no 
mo ' peace in dat home . 
Dey will nevah be satis

fied while in dere . De home yo ' know would be a nuisance to him , cause dat 
s tuff yo ' see is hot dataway an ' i t  will keep him ho t .  [Waycross , Ga . , { 1069 ) , 

LYE UNDER BOTH STEPS - TO KEEP DOWN ANYTHING 
17 30 : 5 . ] 
1238 2 .  Ah ' ve heard dat yo ' 
could take lye . Git chew a box 

of  lye an' put holes in it , in de box o f  lye , an ' put it undah yore do ' s tep . 
Dat is tub keep down anything anybody put down fo ' yo ' .  

(You put that at the front doors tep ? )  
No , dey tole me tub put one a t  de back an '  one at de front . [ Florence , S .  

Car . , ( 1292) , 219 1 : 8 . ] 
1238 3 .  Box of po tash - [Red] Devi l Lye 

at nigh t  when yo ' asleep , an '  set it  about 
- s tick holes in it an ' set i t ,  slip 
your p lace [property ] .  Cut off yore 

AGAIN RED DEVIL LYE - POTASH - BURNED - RUINS BUSINESS 
trade and p rosperity . 
Yo ' can ' t have nuthin 
much . Evahthing yo ' 

put chure hands to go bad . [Waycross , Ga . , ( 1129 ) , 1834 : 7 . ] 
12 384 . Heard o f  people takin ' a knife an ' puttin ' i t  down [burying it ] yo ' 

know , j es '  lak i f  ah ' d  go ovah tonight an ' put down sompin fo ' somebody an ' dey 

LYE KILLS ANY BURIED CUNJURE ABOUT HOUSE 
gi t up de next mawnin '  sick or could
n ' t move or sompin , an '  ano thah man 
would come along an '  he say , "Well ,  

yo ' take some lye an ' put 
(That kills the poison 

25 35 : 8 . ]  

ovah that s tuff" an ' that kills that . 
they put down . ) [ Fayet teville , N .  Car . , ( 14 11) , 

12385 . If a person take an ' - anything dey take an '  s teal of yores , an ' take 
po tash an ' bury i t  right  at de window where yo ' s leep at , an '  dat potash eat i t  

up ,  why he ' ll break out in 
IF ENEMY STEALS PIECE OF YOUR CLOTHING - BURIES IT 
WITH LYE AT YOUR WINDOW - YOU BREAK OUT IN SORES 

sores . 
( I f  they bury with that 
potash anything that you 

wear to your skin - your so cks or anything - it makes you break out in sores . )  
[Brunswick ,  Ga . , ( 1206 ) , 2048 : 12 . ] 

12386 . Yo ' kin take a b ox of lye an ' yo ' kin go out at twelve a ' clock in de 
night , i f  yo ' wanta run anything away . An '  like runnin ' away , dey tell me , dat' s 

MIDNIGHT - BURY LYE AT DOORSTEPS - CURSE PEOPLE YOU 
WANT KEPT AWAY - DESE POLICES AN ' DIFF 'REN THINGS 
WHEN BURYING LYE CAN - PUT BISCUIT ON 'IDP - DRIVE 
NAIL THROUGH INTO CAN - AFTER 9 MORNINGS - DIG UP 
USE LYE AND NAIL - ANY MORE TROUBLE - ANOTHER CAN 

runnin' away de enemies 
o f  ' em - dese polices an '  
diff ' ren ' things l ak  dat . 
Yo ' go out at twelve 
a ' clock at night an' bury 
i t  down undah yore do ' 
s tep . An '  after yo ' bury 

dat dere , yo ' curse de peop le dat chew want to s tay ' way . An '  yo ' take a cold 
b is cui t an '  a tin nai l - one dese little tin nails - an '  drive right down 
through de center of  dat biscui t into dat can .  An ' let it s tay buried dere , 
de ' say ,  fo ' nine mawnin ' s ,  an ' yo ' kin take i t  up an ' use i t .  If anything 
gi t tub worrytn ' yo ' - yo ' havin ' any trouble or anything like dat - yo ' go 
back dere an ' put down anothah can .  Well,  at de time yo ' may not fear ' bout 
nuthin interferin ' with yo ' . Nobody won ' t interfere . 

(Why do you put that biscui t in there ? )  
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Ah don ' t know why yo ' put dat bis cuit down dere , but sompin o thah . [ One 
guess would be an offering to the spiri t doing your work . ] 

(But you say you can use that lye over - you can use that if you want to . )  
Af ter i t  s tay dere nine days , why yo ' kin use i t .  [Normally materials canno t 

be reused . ] [ S avannah , Ga . ,  ( 1256) , 2131 : 12 . ] 
12387 . Dis heah Red Devil lye , i t ' s good . 

i t ' s bad . Take i t  an ' make good out of  i t  an ' 
Yo ' know it ' s  good an ' yo ' know 
take it an ' make bad out of  i t .  

(Tell me how you can make 
bad out o f  i t  firs t? ) 

4 BOXES OF RED DEVIL LYE - 4 HOLES IN EACH BOX 
ADD SALT - RED PEPPER - BLUESTONE - BURY BOXES AT 
4 CORNERS OF HOUSE - FIRST RAIN WILL KILL ALL EVIL 

We ll , yo ' kin take that an ' 
eat so much dat ' ll kill yo ' ,  
yo ' see . 
An '  den yo ' kin take it 
ag ' in if yo ' know anyone 

wanta do anything to yo ' roun ' yore home an ' yo ' no t knowin ' i t .  Git chew f o '  
boxes of  i t  an' yo ' put chew fo ' ho les in each one of  ' em.  An '  take yo ' some 
blues tone , sal t ,  red peppah an ' put all dat in dat bo ttle [box] an ' yo ' take 
an ' yo ' bury dem at each corner of  yore house . I f  yore yard evah b e  covered 
wi t watah [ a fter a rain ] why yo ' know den everything killed . 

(Everything is killed that they put down for you . ) [ Florence , S .  Car . , 
( 1331) , 229 1 : 2 . ] 

12388 . Yo ' kin take a b ox of  soda,  j es '  [ as ] 
[ cour t ] . Yo ' take de box of  soda,  an ' yo ' could 

ah tole yo ' - said about de co ' t  
take dat soda an ' to te it along 

wit chew . Yo ' could bury 
some undah yore back s teps , 
an ' some undah yore front 

5 PLACES :  1 BOX OF SODA - HALF UNDER FRONT STEP 
HALF UNDER BACK - 3 BOXES OF RED DEVIL LYE - 2 AT 
FRONT CORNERS OF HOUSE - 1 AT GATE - EVIL KEPT AWAY 

Lye an '  yo ' kin bury each one o f  them at chure - yo ' 
o f  de house , an ' bury one of ' em at de gate . But be  
soda from [at ] de  b ack s teps to  [at ] de  front s teps . 
but dey nevah could s top . 

s tep s . Den yo ' kin take 
three boxes of Red Devi l 

know , each [ fron t ]  corner 
sho [ sure ] yo ' bury de 

Dey could come by dere 

(They bury one of those Red Devil Lye ' s at the gate and the o ther two at the 
front corners . And one at the gate? ) 

That ' s  right . [ Sumter , S .  Car . , ( 1380) , 2450 : 10 . ]  
12389 . Bury five cans o f  po tash roun' yore home : one under de s tep , one on 

one side de s tep an' one on de o thah . Dat ' s  three c ans . An '  put two to de 

5 CANS OF LYE : BURY 3 AT FRONT STEPS - 1 IN FRONT 
2 ON SIDES - BURY OTHER 2 IN FRONT OF BACK STEPS 

back s teps , an ' dat ' ll keep 
' em from . 
( From what?)  
From harmin ' yo ' . 

three a t  the front s teps and two at the back? ) 
Yes sir . 

(You use five alto gether : 
[See illus tration . ]  • 

(At the front s tep you have one on each side o f  the s tep and 
one in the center o f  the s tep ? )  

Yes . [Brunswick , Ga . ,  ( 12 29 ) , 2087 : 2 . ] 
12390 . (What do they do in a case  like that? )  0 . . 
Well,  they usually burn sompin undah de s teps or put sompin in de [ the 4 ]  

corners o f  de house , but she kin take some lye lak dat an ' s crub it out . That 
kills all tha t .  [Memphis ,  Tenn . , ( 920) , 1486 : 12 . ] 

1239 1 .  Go to de s to ' , de groc ' ry  s to ' , an ' git chew a box [ 2  boxes ] of  lye . 
An '  yo' s crub yore house wit chure box o f  lye an' git chew a whole box an '  put 
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2 NEW BOXES OF LYE : 1 SCRUB WITH - OTHER UNDER STEPS 
i t  undah de foo t  of  yore 
s tep s , well de law ' ll  
come to  yore steps but 

he won ' t come in , he ' ll turn roun ' an ' go back . 
15 20 : 4 . ] 

[Memphis , Tenn . , ( 9 39) , 

12392 . I f  yo ' wanta bring luck into a home , ah heard of  someone goin '  tub 
work an '  buyin' sompin yo ' call Red Devil lye . Ah guess  yo ' ve seen that . An '  

RED DEVIL LYE - HEARTS COLOGNE - S CRUB 
HOUSE WITH BEFORE SUNRISE - FOR LUCK 

yo ' go tub work an '  buy Red Devi l lye 
an ' this Heart Co logne . This Heart 
Co logne is a [ perfume ] . An '  yo ' go 
tub work an ' yo ' s crub yore home , yo ' 

know , befo ' sunrise 
Ah nevah have tried 
256 9 : 5 . ] 

in de mawnin ' , yo ' see , an ' dey say that will bring luck in . 
i t .  Ah heard about dat , yo ' see . [ S umter , S .  Car . , ( 1388) , 

1239 3 .  Well , every mawnin ' yo ' want people 
go tub de s to '  an ' git chew dis same bo ttle of  

tub come into yore p lace . Yo ' 
dis heah cologne - Hearts Co logne 

NEW BOX OF LYE - NEW HEARTS COLOGNE - SCRUB WITH 
BEFORE SUNRISE - URINE ON PORCH - BRING IN CUSTOMERS 

an ' a box o f  lye . [No
tice - new articles are 
purchased . ] Well , in de 
mawnin ' ' fo re de sun 

rise , s crub yore house thoroughly - good - befo ' de sunrise in de mawnin '  soon -
wi t dat Hearts Co logne an' dat lye . S crub yore house soon dat mawnin ' ' fore de 
sun rise . Pur chure pee [ urine ] in dere too . S crub yore house good every mawn
in' when yo ' gi t up . After den , take yore lye - [ I ] mean yore ahamber lye ,  yo ' 
know, an ' throw dat out on de front po ' ch ,  right on out tub de do ' . Dat bring 
plenty cus tomers . Dat fo ' bootleggahs - sompin lak dat . [ S umter , S .  Car . , 
( 1364) , 240 7 : 3 . ] 

1239 4 .  Wel l ,  
mawnin 1 yo ' have 

now , i f  yo ' sellin ' whiskey . To bring new cus tomers , every 
yo ' a box o f  po tash [ usually Red Devi l Lye ] an ' every mawnin ' 

LYE - INTO HOT WATER EVERY MORNING - SWEEP OFF PORCH 
INTO STREET - DO NOT SCRUB - FOR WHISKEY CUSTOMERS 

as long as [you need i t ] . 
Yo ' take dat po tash an '  
put i t  on yo ' s tove , take 
yo ' a broom - don ' t gi t 

down on yore knees an ' s crub i t .  Yo ' take yo ' a broom an ' s crub yore po ' ch a 
lil ' every mawnin ' wi t dat po tash wi t yore broom.  Jes ' sweep i t  right  out  in 
de s tree t  lak dat , an ' ah ' ll okay [ O . K . ] yo ' ll be success ful . Yo ' ll have mo ' 
cus tome rs den yo ' kin be able tub ' ten d to . 

[Turned off  recording machine too soon . ] 
(You sweep i t  out into the s tree t you say ? )  
Yes sir , out in d e  s tree t .  [ Brunswick , Ga . , ( 1249) , 2123 : 2 . ] 
12395 . One thing dat ah hear , dat ' s dis heah Red Seal Lye .  Scrub yore p lace 

every mawnin '  b efo ' de sunrise with this Red Seal Lye . S crub it out every mawn ' 
in' wit dat Red Seal Lye fo ' 9 mawnin ' s  an' dat ' ll draw de cus tomers . [Memphis , 

RED SEAL LYE - S CRUB 9 DAYS BEFORE SUNRISE - BUYERS 
T enn . , ( 1555 ) , 2829 : 3 . ]  
12396 . Take about 3 cans 
of concentrated lye , bury 

one about a foo t deep right in de gateway , ano ther one between dat an '  de door , 
an '  the other under your s teps . Dere ' s  no way on earth they kin do you any 
harm .  [Mob ile 96 2 : 5 . ] 

1239 7 .  Burn incense , s crub out house from back to front with Red Devi l Lye , 
red pepper , 9 spoonfuls o f  sugar , and throw used water eas tward - to rising sun . 
[This is for p rotection in b usiness and also cus tomers . ]  [Newport News 500 : 7 . ] 

12 39 8 . If  bootlegging : "S crub wit dat lye every day in de morning time . 
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Don ' t never ' low [ allow ] a woman to come in firs t [be firs t cus tomer ] .  Alway s 
accep t a man firs t ,  and you ' ll never be bothered [by the law ] . "  [Mobile 8 89 : 7 . ] 

1239 9 .  "An ' i f  it ' s  anything sprinkled at  chure home • • •  well , yo ' go to work , 
you get a [new ]  box of lye , you knock a ho le th rough that [box o f ]  lye .  You 
don ' t  take any o f  i t  out . You put i t  underneath your s teps an ' that lye ' ll per
tee t  the home . See , that  ole s tuff tha t was put down , it [ lye]  kills i t . "  [New 
Orleans 1120 : 4 . ] 

12400 . S crub in and out of  house with 
b ury under s teps , no one can put anything 
{ 966) , 1560 : 7 . ]  

Red Devil lye ,  punch hole i n  the can , 
down to harm you . [Memphis , Tenn . ,  

12 401 . Git a can o f  lye dey tell me , can of  concentrated lye , an ' dig a hole 
undah de s teps an ' bury i t .  An '  if  anybody put anything down fo ' yo ' ,  dat ' ll 
eat i t  up . But yo ' got ta punch a hole in de top o f  i t  wit a nail . [ Sumter , 
s .  Car . , { 13 70) , 242 7 : 7 . ] 

1240 2 .  I f  any thing is put dOwn ,  scrub with concentrated lye to ki Z Z  i t .  
[ Mobile 9 6 8 : 10 . ] 

1240 3 .  To do that choo know they have to have some kind of powder ,  have a 
magic powder see . And when they scrub the doorsi lls every man who pass by t ill 

MAGIC POWDER IN SCRUB WATER - S IGNS - TO DRAW MEN 
[ it will ] t ake no tice . I t  
brings men , see , but they 
have to have a s ign ,  like 

some woman sent to the window or somepin of that sor t ,  an ' they pass by you 
wink or smile . [ Baltimore , Md . , { ? ) , 5 1 : 2+85 . ]  

12 404 . Ah know dat chew could git a j ob jes ' by 
Yo ' take an ' git - j es ' a little p iece of cloth an ' 

goin ' to a magnolia tree . 
den sew it  up in a heart
s tyle bag in shape of  a 
heart . Yo ' take dat he art
s tyle an '  yo ' fill it up wit 
nuthin but tab le salt , salt 
dat nevah has been used . 

MAGNOLIA ROOTS 3 - RUNNING EAST - Pur TIIEM INTO 
HEART-SHAPED BAG FILLED WITH SALT - TIE UP - FEED 
WITH COLOGNE - READ A CERTAIN PSALM 3 TIMES EACH 
MORNING BEFORE YOU LEAVE HOME 3 TIMES TO HUNT JOB 

An '  go to a magnolia tree 
wit  three roots dat ' s  runnin ' eas t .  Don ' t care how small o r  how large i t  is , 
an ' yo ' tie i t  up together an ' feed i t  off  de cologne . An '  i t ' s a certain chap
tab in Psalms in de Bib le - de P salms o f  David .  Ah di sremembah , but chew repeat 
dat three times in de mawnin ' befo '  yo ' go fo ' three mawnin ' s , an ' aftah dat 
third mawnin ' dat chew ' ll  be  success ful in gittin ' a j ob an '  holdin '  it as 
long as yo ' kin hold dat . 

{You put these magnolia roots into this little bag? ) 
Yes sir , yo ' puts i t  in dat an ' sew it  up right wit de sal t in de heart

s tyle [bag ] . [Brunswick , Ga . , { 1226) , 2084 : 4 . ] 
12 405 . All round where you live [here in New Orleans they throw] the dead

head matches - not the matches that ain ' t struck - the matches that are al

DEAD-HEAD MATCHES - WORST KIND OF LUCK 
ready s truck . Thrown all around . 
Will put you in the wors t kind of  
luck , s ame thing [ as some thing els e 

we were talking about ] . Throw them all around your door . [New Orleans , 

DECAPITATED MATCH HEADS AND CAPRICORNA 
La . , { 814) , 1148 : 4 . ] 
12406 . Take them [matches ] and take 
their  heads o f f  and put ' em  with 

aapricorna, and put it in the top [ sweatband ] of your hat ,  it will run you 
crazy . 

(Cat foot aorner? ) 
[This is wha t my trans criber thinks I say ,  but ac tual ly I say the preceding 
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capricorna and informant now tells us what i t  was . ]  
I t ' s li ttle brown powder j us t  like snuf f . 
[ I  also add the p receding comment ,  dus t from drug s toPe - hoodoo drug s tore . 

I never attemp ted to inves tigate these hoodoo drug s tores and mai l order houses , 
that would be a life-time task in itself ! ]  [New Orleans , La . ,  ( 80 3  or 804) , 

MATCHES - CUT OFF HEADS - PUT STEMS IN HUSBAND ' S  
CLOTHES TO LOVE YOU - HEAD DISSOLVE AND COOK IN 

HIS FOOD 1- 1 MAKE HIM LOVE YOU IF HE ' S  RUNNING ROUND 

1125 : 2 . ] 
1240 7 .  I f  yo ' take mat
ches an ' take an ' cut de 
haids of ' em off , an '  put 
' em in your husban ' s 

clothes , say dat will make him love yo ' .  Jes ' cut de haids o f  de matches off  
an ' ' solve [ dissolve ] ' em yo ' see , an ' take de watah off of dem an ' cook his 
food wi th i t .  That will make him love yo ' . 

(Well ,  how do you mean make him love you ? )  
Jes ' take , lak i f  he didn ' t ca ' fo ' terbacca [ tobacco ] wus runnin '  roun ' an '  

wouldn ' t s tay home , den yo ' could take dose matches an ' take de sulphur out of  
' em an ' make him s tay home . [Faye t teville , N .  Car . , ( 1391) , 249 7 : 10 . ] 

12 408 . Ah ' ve heard o f  ' em j es '  gittin ' a box of matches an '  b urn ' em.  De 
way dey burn when dey throw i t ,  why dat ' s  de way dat he is , i f  dey try tuh find 

MATCHES - NEW BOX - LIGHT - THROW - WAY HE WILL GO 
him ,  yo ' know , lak if  i t ' s  
no ' th or  so ' th or eas t or 
wes t .  Burn dem matches an '  

throw ' em lak dat . Ah ' ve heard o f  dat .  [Memphis ,  Tenn . , ( 1544) , 2805 : 8 . ] 

MATCH - CHEW ON STEM TAKING 1- 1 CONTROL PERSON 
1240 9 . Take a match an ' yo ' 
kin go to a fellah , anyone dat 
chew like or love , an ' put in 

yore mouth an ' chew de end o f  i t ,  an '  he come undah yore command . Yo ' know , in 
speakin' an ' talkin ' , chew i t  when yo ' talkin ' . [ S umter , S .  Car . , ( 1365) , 

MATCHES OUT OF YOUR HOME - DANGEROUS TO LEND 
WRONG PERSON COULD CREATE A CONFUS ION THERE 

2 410 : 11 . ] 
12410 . Why dey tell me i t ' s  
danger of  lending matches out 
chure own home . Dey tell me by 

lending matches out chure home dat a person kin take it to dey house an ' use 
sulphur wit it in a way dat i t ' ll keep confus ion in yore home all de time . 

(Do you know how they use i t? What they do ? )  
Well , dey say ,  i f  yo ' loan a person - a person come to yore house an ' borrow 

three or foah matches from yo ' . Dey ' ll go back home - if dey got a nice box 
wi t sulphur inside , dey s crape dat sulphur off  de side of de b ox an ' put two 
o f  dose ma tches in de box.  Put dat sulphur in dat b ox an ' go to de s to '  an '  
buy yo ' a bot tle of dis s tuff whut chew call sweet spiri t  o f  niter . An '  fo ' 
three mornin ' s ,  drop a drop on each three mornin ' s  - keep i t  closed - dey say 
dat will keep confus ion an ' fussin'  in yore house all de time between yo ' an '  
yore folks . [Waycross , Ga . , ( 1159 ) , 19 34 : 5 . ] 

12411 . B orrowin ' a match is hard luck . If a person as t yo ' fo ' a match 
an' yo ' don ' t give ' em but �· well yo ' give ' em troub le .  Yo ' d  have to give 
' em a coup le or ei ther a crowd . [ Sumte r ,  S .  Car . , ( 1384) , 2464 : 3 . ] 

12 412 . Like if you have a b oy friend an ' he ' s  goin ' wi th another girl,  to 
break ' em up , you ge t 2 matches an ' cross ' em an ' put ' em under the [ girl ' s ] 
doors tep . [Wilmington , N .  Car . , ( 30 1) , 228 : 7+85 . ]  

12413 . Yessuh ,  dat gunshe ll an ' de sho ts . Well , yo ' take de shots out . Ah 
ain ' t  used de sho ts very much but ah have used de powder .  An '  ah have heard 
tell of ' em us in ' de sho ts . But whut ah have used de powder fo ' , yo ' open dat 
gunshe ll , but it mus t be b lack powder an ' yo ' gi t chew some sulphur . An '  if 
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yo ' wants peace in yore home , yo ' kin take dat powder an ' three or fo ' matches , 

MATCHES 3 OR 3 FOR PEOPLE - GUN POWDER - SULPHUR 
EXPLODE THESE NEAR STEPS - TROUBLEMAKERS BLOWN AWAY 

an ' dig a li ttle hole 
ab out dat fur down de 
s teps , an ' den yo ' ligh t  
dat powder . Hit ' s goin ' 

b low up an ' b low al l dem matches 
dividual will be gone whoevah i t  
Tenn . , ( 1556) , 2830 : 12 . ] 

away , yo ' see , whut chew put dere . An ' de in
is , whatevah dey doin ' to yo ' . [Memphis , 

12414 . Wherevah yo ' put chure fingahs on dat match yo ' c arry dat match an ' 
put chure watah [urine ] on dat . Pee on de match an ' yo ' take dat match an ' 

GET MATCH FROM SOMEONE YOU DISLIKE - PUT YOUR URINE 
ON ANY PART OF MATCH YOUR FINGERS TOUCHED - SET THIS 
MATCH IN CENTER OF 3 MATCHES OR TRIANGLE OF MATCHES 
[HERE IS A SHAPE S IMILAR TO A SQUARE OF 4 CANDLES 

HAVING A 5TH CANDLE IN CENTER - A QUINCUNX RITE 
FREQUENT IN HOODOO] - RUB EARWAX FROM OWN EAR ON 
CENTER MATCH - S TRIKE CENTER MATCH AND LIGHT A 
TRIANGLE MATCH - GIVER OF MATCH - FINGER EETCH OFF 

take an '  s e t  up three mo ' 

matches around dat . S ee ,  
s e t  up three mo ' matches 
around dat .  [The urine 
match is in the center of  
a triangle of  ma tches . ]  
An '  den yo ' take tha t 
match da t yo ' got , yo ' 
take an '  git a lil ' of  
de  wax out of  yore ear 

an ' smeah on de end of  dis match . See . An' den yo ' take dat ma tch an ' s trike 
one dose o thah ma tches yo ' go t round de re , an '  put i t  on dis match an ' le t i t  
burn .  Den de e nd  o f  their fingah will ee tch of f ,  come to d e  p lace where i t  
eat right off . 

(You do tha t with a ma tch from someb ody that you don ' t like ? )  
Yes , dat ' s  ri ght . De e nd  o f  dey fingah eat o f f . Come a sore on i t .  [ Faye t

teville , N .  Car . , ( 1415) , 2549 : 5 . ] 
12415 . I ' ll tell you what chew do with matches , I believe tha t ' s true . 

Take 7 match s tems and pour niter on those matches . You see , you cross those 

MATCHES 7 - CROSS THEM - POUR NITER ON 
WISH - SET AFIRE - REPEAT 7 MORNINGS 

matches , you cross those 7 stems . 
Cros s firs t one and ano ther , j us t  
cross ' em in a pile . An '  you make 
a wish for some thing . You se t those 

matches afire . But chew have to do that th ing every morning for 7 mornings . 

MATCHES 8 OR 9 - CROS S LIKE " X" - COULD USE A 
POWDER - TIE THEM TOGETHER - BURY AT DOOR - SAME 
THING CAN BE OONE WITH PINS AND NEEDLES - YOU CAN 
ADD HAIR FROM MOLD OF HEAD - THAT WILL KILL YOU 

[ Richmond , Va . , ( 342) , 
380 : 1 . ] 
12 416 . Jus t fix ' em ,  put
tin ' ' em in a cross like a 
"X'' , you know , and might 
ge t a powder an ' tie ' em 

up toge ther , and take that and bury i t  a t  yo ' [ vic tim' s ]  door . 
(Bury i t  at your door?  They cross them like a real "X'' ? )  
Jus t like tha t [ demons trates ] .  
( I  see . How many do they use ? 
They git ' bout eight or nine . 

How many matches do they put that way ? )  

( I  see and they bury i t  at your door? ) 
Bury i t  at your door . 
And pins - take needles and pins and put ' em in de same way like dese 

ma tches . 
( C ros s  them. ) 
And git s ome - if they kin git some hair out de mole o f  yo ' haid . Wrap that 

up - wrap that round dere and cross ' em and bury that at  your door . 
(What does that  do ? )  
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They say that will kill you . [ Richmond , Va . , ( ? ) , 3 74 : 13 . ]  
124 17 . Perhaps yo ' wanted a man . Yo ' j es '  me t  him an' yo ' fell in love wit 

him, yo ' like him; he had a good j ob or somepin o thah . He appe aled to yo ' .  

MATCHES 9 - CUT 9 STRIPS OF PAPER FINGER-SIZE - HIS 
NAME 9 TIMES - ONCE ON EACH STRIP - WISH EVERY 
EVENING BEFORE SUNSET - 9 EVENINGS - STANDING IN 
CENTER OF ROOM [THE 4 CORNERS OF ROOM AND THIS 
CENTER MAKES THIS A QUINCUNX RITE ]  STRIKE ONE 
MATCH - BURN 1 STRIP - MAKE 1 WISH - DO THIS 9 
EVENINGS IN SUCCESSION - WITHIN 2 DAYS MAN COMES 

9 MATCHES - 9 PAPERS - 9 NAMES 
9 DAYS - 9 BURNINGS - 9 WISHES 

Yo ' d  go home . An' perhaps 
yo ' d  pass somewheres roun ' 
an '  yo ' d  git in talk wit 
him , an ' yo ' d git his name. 
Yo ' kin take 9 matches an ' 
name ' em him.  An' then 
yo ' d  cut chew 9 li ttle 
strips o f  p apah about lak 
[ size of ] yore finger , an' 
yo ' d  write his name on 
ei ther one o f  dose s trips 

nine of ' em. An '  then every evenin '  j es '  befo ' de sun go down yo ' make yore 
wishes . S tan ' in de middle o f  yore flo '  [you s tand in the center of the room 
which makes this one of the many quincunx ri tes ] an ' take these nine matches 
an ' s trike ' em.  Jes ' b e  shore yo ' make one s troke with each [match ] an ' light 
his name an ' b urn hi t ,  aftah yo ' make yore wishes . All right . Well , yo ' save 
that lit tle end p erhaps , whut burn down . Yo ' save that . Well , yo ' conceal it . 

Den de next evenin' b efo ' de sun go down yo ' git anothah s trip with his name 
an ' one o f  dese nine matches , an ' yo ' burn until those nine matches an ' those 
nine names yo ' know , his name is burn up . An '  it won ' t be b ut two days b efo ' 
he will come to yore home . [Memphis , Tenn . , ( 1452) , 2 7 9 1 : 5 . ] 

12418 . They take the matches an ' take the head off  ' em an ' b eat  ' em up an '  
sew ' em up in j es '  a small p iece o f  new cloth - 10 matches . An '  put ' em up 

MATCHES 10 - HEADS OFF - SEW INTO NEW CLOTH 
PUT OVER OR UNDER DOOR - KEEP DOWN QUARRELS 

ovah yuh doah faced [ top of the 
door ] or ei thah down where yo ' 
have to walk ovah i t .  An '  [ they ] 
s ay that ' ll keep down quarrels , 

if he ' s  fussin'  or  anything like tha t .  [Wilmington , N .  Car . , (204) , 111 : 3+85 . ] 
12419 . Yo ' kin take twelve matches and bury ' em to any person ' s  door , and 

when he walk ove r dem ma tches he ' d  have hard luck and he wouldn ' t s tay dere 

MATCHES 12 BURY AT STEPS - PERSON CROSSING LEAVES 
long . That dis tance [ from 
the door ] .  He has to go up 
acros s [ s teps ] to make any 

headway [ towards harod Z.uak ] . [ Charles ton , s .  Car . , ( 5 19 ) , 6 16 : 7 . ]  
12420 . I f  she got any of  his clothes , j es '  lak if  she go t any o f  his under-

weah - if she haven ' t got any of  his own clothes dat she kin use , if she kin 

MATTRESS HE SLEPT ON - PIE CE OF - OR CLOTHES - IN 
BOTTLE WITH VARNEKAY [ALCOHOL ] - RETURNS IN 9 DAYS 

git in any p lace where be 
has s lep t .  See , j es ' lak 
if he has slep t  in dat bed , 
she kin cut a piece of dat 

.attress . Jes ' cut a hole in dat mat tress ,  undahs t an ' , an ' gi t a piece of de 
cotton , or anything dat goes , yo ' know , undah where he has slep t .  Yo ' see , his 
scent  is  still dere , undahs tan ' . Put i t  in de bottle an ' git chew some dis 
beah 'beztnekay . 

I t  s ompin lak de peoples drink , sometimes fo ' gi ttin '  drunk off  of it . I t ' s 
a varnekay wafah [wafer ] ,  an' yo ' puts i t  heah wi th this heah cloth, undabst an '  , 
ei thah wi th de co tton ,  whichevah one yo ' use ,  an '  s top i t  up in dis bot tle , an '  
puts i t  in de closet dere . An '  wi thin nine days , ei thah he or she will re turn . 
[Memphis , Tenn . , ( 1510) , 2695 : 6 . ] 

1242 1 .  H e  lay down i n  d e  b e d  - j es '  like he lay down . Now , you go right 
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MEASURE SLEEPING MAN HEAD TO FOOT - USE NEW STRING 
TIE 9 KNOTS - WEAR ABOUT WAIST - HE CANNOT RUN ABOUT 

dere when he ' s  s leep ing.  
Git a lit tle cord , new 
cord , and i f  he sti f f  
and hard [ if his body is 

s tre tched out ] you kin measure , you know , 
fee t .  

right st rai gh t  on down to yore [his ] 

{ From your head to your fee t . ) 
Yes sir,  and then you put nine kno ts in i t ,  see , an ' tie ' em around yore 

wais t - j es '  like you ' d lock a person ' s  trunk , dey can ' t git out - can ' t go 
no more , can ' t  go . [ Charles ton , S .  Car . , { ? ) , 6 48 : 1 . ] 

12 42 2 .  I f  yore husb an ' is runnin ' aroun ' an ' yo ' want him tuh stay at home , 
yo ' ke tch him ' s leep an ' yo ' git chew some tape , dis white tape whut de lady

MEAS URE SLEEPING MAN WITH WHITE DRES S-TRIM TAPE 
TIE 9 KNOTS - TIE TAPE TO ANY TREE - HE STAYS HOME 

folks t rim dey dress wit .  
Yo ' git chew some o f  dat 
an '  yo ' ke tch him as leep 
an ' yo ' measure him,  long 

enough , an '  have de s tring kind a long enough dat chew kin make nine kno ts in 
i t ,  af tah yo ' measure him.  An '  yo ' take dat tape an ' yo ' tie it  to any tree . 
Jes ' tie i t  up on any tree , an '  he ' ll s tay home . He won ' t go out nowhere an '  
run aroun ' . 

{Any t ree outside the house ? )  
Any tree outside o f  a house or in de yard or anywhere , j es '  any one any

where yo ' kin find one . Jes ' take i t  an ' tie i t  up to i t  an ' leave i t  s tay 
dere . [Algiers , La . , { 15 7 7) , 29 04 : 4 . )  

12 42 3 .  Now , she kin take a piece o f  cord , or a p iece o f  s t ring , or anything 
lak dat an ' measure him,  yo ' see . Yo ' ke tch de s tring tight an ' yo ' measure 

MEASURE SLEEPING MAN WITH A CORD - TIE 9 KNOTS 
STOP UP IN BOTTLE OR CAN - INTO RIVER - HE LEAVES 

him. Den af tah measurin ' 
i t ,  yo ' tie dem nine knots , 
an ' yo ' put i t  in a bottle 
or put it in a can or any

thing lak dat an' throw i t  in de rivah . Yo ' 
j es '  keep a-goin ' . Dat ' s  when yo ' wanta run 

( 15 75 ) , 289 8 : 1 . ] 

see an '  dat ' ll keep him drif tin ' 
a fellah way . [ Algiers , La . , 

12424 . An '  j is '  lak if  yore husb an ' is  runnin ' aroun ' an' yo ' don ' wan t him 
tuh run out with wimmins . Yo ' take a cord s tring an ' measure hisself , yo ' know , 
at de length , an ' yo ' tie nine knots in dat an ' yo ' wear i t  roun ' yore � · 
Dat ' ll keep him at .h2!!· [Memphis 15 20 : 12 . ] 

12425 . Measure man when as leep , from head to foot , !!! as many kno ts as 
possib le in the s tring [no t s o  usual]  put in b o t tle with alcoho l [ unusual 
again] . [Norfo lk 5 3 7 : 5 . ] 

12426 . Talking about anything o f  tha t sort  [ informant shows me something ] .  
(Oh, yes , un huh . Tha t ' s  to be worn isn ' t i t? For protec tion , isn ' t i t ? )  
I t ' s  for pro te c tion . S ee this is a p icture o f  • • •  

{Of our Lord? ) 
Of our Lord ,  yes . Now, this is for p rotec tion . This is for p ro tection , you 

wears this to your heart ,  you know , right around your neck here , you see [ demon

MEDALS OF ANY SORT AND RELIGIOUS S CAPULARS 
OUR LORD : OVER HEART PROTECTION - IN POCKET LUCK 

s t rates ] .  But o f  cours e I 
totes it  in my pocket and 
tha t ' s  for luck . I HAVEN 'T 
GOT ANY OF MY OTHER MEDALS 

AND THINGS ON �� but now , I never knowed they take and use medals for harm. 
I know of ' em us ing medals for to do good - to do goo d ,  you see . [New Orleans , 
La . ,  ( 832) , 1245 : 1. ]  

· 
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12427 . Menstrual cloth .!u!!I. or throw into runni:ng water, says she ' ll 11never 
be any more good . "  [Wilmington 257 : 7 . ] 

12428.  Take gunpowder an 1 milk , a woman 1 s breast  milk, jes • take an' 1 dult
erate i t out an' give i t  to a woman . Give i t  to ' em  in anythiug, -at · - eril, 

MILK - WOMAN ' S - ADD GUNPOWDER - ' DULTERATE IT OUT 
GIVE TO WOMAN - MAKE HER: EVIL - CRANKY - NERVOUS 

KIND OIL - IN IT PUT NAME OF BOSS ON PARCHMENT PAPER 
BOIL TOGETHER: PARADISE SEED - PARSLEY - SUGAR - IN 
IT TAKE BATH THROW BATHWATER INTO STREET - STAY 
IN BUILDING ALL NIGHT - YOUR SUCCESS INCLUDES JOB 

cranky , an • all 1ak dat. , 
makes ' ea  uervo. . 
(You mix thia awpowder 
with this va.an' s  � 
and that makes t.bea 
fight all the tille?) 
Yes suh . [Wilson , B. 
Car . , ( 1455 ) , 2696 : 11. ]  
12 42 9 .  Well the fact. is ,  
i f  yo ' wan ' a j ob ,  they 
have Mind Oi l, .  You hear 
of it?  Mind Oi l, .  Well, 
suppos e the boss ' s name 
John Henry . You sign his 

name to tha t p archment paper , put it in that �nd Oi l,.  You will ge t you some 
paradise see d,  get you some pars ley . You take a bath with that . Af ter taking 
bath , you mus t s tay in that b uilding all night , and throw the wate r out into the 
aiddle of the s tree t ,  see . And anything that ins tead of  going con trary , you 
will have a succes s wi th .  [ For "paradise seed" see margin title GUINEA SEEDS 
etc . , p . 5 70 ,  v . l .  Throwing bath wate r into stree t is a transference ri te and 
remaining instead in building all night recalls ancient incubation ri tes . ]  [New 
Orleans , L a . , ( 816) , 1155 : 10 . ] 

12 430 . You see , if a person ge ts your urine or gets • • • I know , you under
s tand , j is '  like , yo ' ll excuse me , you know , you see , like de minis trate of a 

IIINISTRATE OF MAN - WHAT IS IT? 
man. An' dey [ an  enemy] '  bury da t an' da t will 
make you [man] pine away an' dry up un ti l yo ' 
die - j is '  keep yo ' mopin ' [ lis tless apathy ] 

an '  mopin ' • • •  [�nis trate is an unusual wo rd for what is normally in HOODOO call
ed his come , semen . Ministrate , of course , is a term for menstruation . A wo
un in HOO!XJO also has come ,  whatever i t  means in addi tion to orgasm in her 
case ; but this come has nothing to do with ova or ovulation , both these  lat ter 
unknown in HOODOO. ] [New Orleans , La . , ( 79 0 ) , 1101 : 5 . ] 

MISTLETOE : IN POCKET AND SHOE 9 DAYS BEFORE COURT 
12 4 3 1 .  Git chew some dis 
mis tle toe . De mist letoe 
grows in de woods , i t  grows 

upon a bush , a big • • • •  Git some dat mis tle toe an ' put i t  in yore left  pocke t .  
(What do you do then , when you put i t  in that pocke t? )  
Put i t  in yore pocket an '  tote eight or nine d ays [probab ly 9 originally ] . 
(I  mean , what  are you doing this whole thing for?)  
So yo ' will j es '  win de case , w on  1 t be sentenced . 
(You wear this before - when you go to talk to the j udge? )  
Yeah .  
(Tha t ' s  wha t  I wanted you t o  tell me . )  
Yes sir . 
(Tha t ' s all you use is this mis tletoe ? )  
Yes s ir .  Keep some i n  yore poCke t an ' some i n  yore shoe , when yo ' g o  dere , 

an '  yo ' more den ap t to come out . Yes sir , more den ap t to turn yo ' loose . 
[S t .  Petersburg , Fla . , ( 1044) , 1695 : 1 . ] 

12 4 3 2 .  Ah ' ve heard this about a mockin ' bird . Ah knows dis to be a fact 
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because me an ' mah b rothah is [when j us t ]  boys , yo ' know , we ' s gwine long at 
night , a dark nigh t ,  an' we would go whut we call bird threshin ' yo ' see . We 

MOCKINGBIRD - TO KILL OR EAT ONE MEANS A DEATH 
THIS IS HOW 2 BIRD THRESHERS KILLED OWN MOTHER 

went bird threshin ' an ' killed 
a mockin 'bird . [ This is evi
dently done with long swi tches 
or s ticks , beating the shrub

bery on which b ird was singing . I should have asked for de tails . ]  Well ,  mah 
mothah wuz living den - mah mo thah ' s  dead now . An ' she tole us , she s aid , 
" Chillun ,  ef ah wuz yo ' all ah wouldn ' t  eat dat mockin ' b ird , "  she said , "dat 
is mah death dat chew ' all got . "  Well , we went ahead on . We went ahead on an ' 
eat de mockin ' bird an ' sure ' nuff in about six month ' s  time mah mo thah died . 

(What did that have to do with her death? ) 
Well,  ah don ' t know , but dey s ay [ to kill ] a mo ckin ' b ird is bad , say dat 

would be murder . But we went ahead an ' et dis mockin ' bird . An '  so dat wuz mah 
mo thah death . [ Florence , S .  Car . , ( 1311) , 6 43 : 4 . ] 

12433 . You mus tn ' t kill a mockin ' bird , because i t ' s  no t lucky tuh kill a 
mockin ' bird . I f  yo ' kill one of dem yo ' have hard luck . [ Faye tteville , N .  
Car . , 2640 : 2 . ] 

12434 . I f  yo ' wanta git anybody ' s  secre t ,  git yo ' a b ird aig , a mockin ' b ird 
[ egg ] an ' cook it an' eat i t .  Boil it . 

MOCKINGBIRD EGG - COOK - FEED PERSON 
WILL TELL ANY SECRET YOU WANT TO HEAR 

(What will happen then? ) 
Say yo ' kin gi t anybody ' s  secret , have 
to tell yo ' dere secre t ;  if  yo ' wanta 
know i t ,  anything yo ' wanta know . Any

thing dey done an' yo ' wanta know i t ,  yo ' j es '  give ' em dat .  Dey tell ever ' 
thing dey know . 

(They would have to eat that , then they ' ll tell you the secre t . You won ' t  
eat i t .  They eat it? ) 

They eat i t .  
(They tell you the secre t? )  
Tell yo ' d e  secre t .  [ Savannah , Ga . , ( 127 2) , 215 3 : 10 . ] 
12435 . They tell me that if  yo ' eat the mockin ' b ird aig , � the mockin ' 

bird [ i tself ] that chew won ' be ab le tuh evah keep any secret any mo ' .  [Wilson 
26 18 : 5 . ] 

12436 . They say if  yo ' !!! mockin' b ird aigs or eat a mockin ' b ird , either 
one , yo ' can ' t keep a secret . [Sumter 246 2 : 11 . ] 

12437 . When yo ' � a mockin ' bird ' s  aig , dat makes yo ' tell yo ' everything ; 
in o ther words , yo ' tell that chew don ' know an ' that  chew do know . [ Fayette
ville 2506 : 10 . ] 

1243 8 . About de b ird - dat a mockin ' b ird . Ain ' t nuthin much to dat . I f  
yo ' eat a mockin ' b ird ' s  aig , why hit ' ll make yo ' lie . Yo ' know, tell s tories . 
[Waycross 1850 : 4 . ] 

1 2439 . If  yo ' wanted a woman or somepin [someone ] tuh tell yo ' every thin ' ,  
anything she knows , ever ' thing she do ' s  well .  Nowa durin ' de spring of de yeah 

MOCKINGBIRD ' S  EGG AND HEN EGG - COOK YOIJ{S 
FEED IN SANDWICH - EATER TELLS EVERYTHING 

when de bird ' s  s tartin ' tuh layin ' , 
yo ' go out an ' find a mockin ' b ird ' s  
nes t  an ' come back heah an ' take de 
yellah of de aig , an ' place it wit 

de yellah of a hen aig 
tell yo ' everything be 
240 8 :  1 . ] 

an '  cook i t .  Fix her a sandwich an' she eat i t . She ' ll 
done an ' every thing she knows . [Sumter , S .  Car . , (1365 ) , 

12440 . You take a mockingb ird . 
(A mockingb ird ? )  
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Yeah , you take a mockingb ird egg and a canary b ird egg , and you put them two 
eggs in a b o ttle toge ther . And you take a person ' s name and you put alcohol on 
that ,  but you mark the name in initials and you put i t  in a good bot tle . [ One 

MOCKINGBIRD EGG - CANARY EGG - VICTIM' S INITIALS 
ALL IN BOTTLE WITH ALCOHOL - MAKES TALK TOO MUCH 
GETS INTO FIGHT OR TROUBLE - LIKE 2 BIRDS DISAGREE 

bo ttle is used in this 
ri te . ]  
(You j us t  put their ini
tials on that?)  
Yeah , and you put  i t  down 

in that b o ttle and shake i t  wi th that person ' s  [name ] that you don ' t  like or do 
[person who has done ] you some thing . I t  will j us t  make ' em talk all over from 
their mouth , send them to j ai l ,  give them t roub le ,  make them ge t in a fight and 
ge t in troub le .  

(You say this will make them talk? ) 
Make them talk ap lenty , make them get in troub le .  
(Well , why does i t  make them talk? ) 

Well , you see , the two birds don ' t agree - make ' em chatter . [New Orleans , 
La . ,  ( 825) , 120 : 7 . ] 

12441 . Well , de mockin' bird eggs is puttin ' spells on people . Yo ' wri te , 
j es '  like yo ' wri te on ' em [b lack-hen eggs previously given by informan t ] . Yo ' 

K>CKINGBIRD EGG - INITIALS OR NAME ON - YOUR WANTS 
RESTORE EGG TO NES T  - AFTER IT HATCHES - WANTS OCCUR 

take dose eggs , de same 
identical way . 
Well,  yo ' take dat egg 
an ' yo ' put it somewhere 

where he b reed , an ' den when he breed i t ,  why den 
luck , dat happ en to him wi t dat mockin ' bird egg . 
want to happen to victim and res tore egg to nes t .  
comes true . ] [Waycross , Ga . , (115 7) , 1928 : 3 . ) 

dat will be his luck , his bad 
[You wri te on egg wha tever you 
When egg hatches your wish 

12442 . Heard dat chew take a mockin ' bird aig ,  if yo ' wanta run a person away . 
Take a mockin ' bird aig an' carry it  to de person house an ' bury i t  undah de s tep , 
an '  dat will run dem away . [ Sumter 2411 : 7 . ) 

124 43 . Well ,  dey didn ' t tell me no certain ' mount ,  but dey j es ' say yo ' kin 
use mockin ' b ird eggs an ' yo ' kin separate a couple wi t mockin ' b ird aigs . 

!I>CKINGBIRD EGG - COOK - POWDER - SPRINKLE ROUND OR 
INSIDE HOUSE - WOULD SEPARATE PERSONS WITHIN 

BECAUSE THIS BIRD MAKES NES T BUT SOON TEARS IT DOWN 

(How can you do that?)  
Yo ' cook dem aigs . S ee ,  
dey ' ll gi t hard . Under
s tand . Cook ' em an '  yo ' 
powder dem aigs up , an ' 

den yo ' kin sp rinkle dat round a person ' s house or inside dey house , an ' dat ' ll 
separate dem . Dey always s aid dat mockin ' b irds would b e  - he would make his 
ues t but he would soon tear it down . He wouldn ' t nevah s tay . An '  da t ' s  de 
reason why dey could take dat an '  yo ' [dey ] kin sp rinkle it  round yore house an '  
in d e  house , an '  dat ' ll shore make a coup le spearate , fuss , yo ' know , have argu
.ents an ' al l like dat . [Waycross , Ga . , ( 1435) , 1846 : 7 . ] 

1244 4 .  Take a woman dat ' s goin ' roun ' wi t yore husban ' , yo ' gi t s ix mockin ' 
bird aigs an ' j es '  put ' em in watah j es '  long enough tuh gi t hot - no t boil ' em. 

6 K>CKINGBIRD EGGS - HEAT IN WATER - DO NOT BOIL 
PUT UNDER PILLOW OF WOMAN BOTHERING YOUR HUSBAND 
J.EAVE THERE AN HOUR - PUT UNDER HER PILLOW - END 

Yo '  take dem out an '  yo ' put 
' em in co ld watah , an' let 
dem set dere j es '  ' bout a 
hour . An '  den take ' em  tuh 
dis woman ' s  house an' put ' em 

.adah huh pillah , dat is i f  yo ' kin gi t ' em undah dere , yo ' know . An' she ' ll 
lleVah bothah wi t yore husban ' no mo ' . [Wilson , N .  Car . , ( 1493) , 2664 : 5 . ] 

12445 . Ah ' ve heard about a mockingb ird . Now , yo ' take a mockingb ird - dey 
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claim dat chew kin rob his nes t .  Yo ' know he have two li ttle aigs . I f  yo ' rob 
his nes t ,  b reak up his nes t wit de aigs , de spots on dat e ggshell , if  yo ' ve got 

S TEAL THE 2 EGGS IN MOCKINGBIRD NEST - BREAK UP NEST 
COUNT HALF THE SPOTS ON EGGS - WRITE NUMBER ON PAPER 
TAKE PAPER TO RUNNING WATER - STAND BACK TO WATER 
THINK ABOUT PERSON WHO LEFT - ASK HIS OR HER RETURN 
THROW PAPER OVER SHOULDER - LEAVE NOT LOOKING BACK 

time to , count half of  
' em .  Take dem spo ts 
after yo ' count ' em , set  
' em down on sompin [pie ce 
of  paper ] ,  as many as yo ' 
count . An '  yo ' take dat 
an ' yo ' carry it  to run-

nin' wa ter . Yo ' put i t  in a runnin '  s tream. Yo ' s tand wit chure back an '  throw 
i t  b ack behin ' yo ' an ' walk right on off . Well , now , dat ' s  j es '  lak if a person 
is gone o f f  somewhere an '  yo ' want ' em to come back . Yo ' count dem spo ts an ' 
yo ' throw dat piece of paper , whatevah yo ' got i t  [numb er of  spo ts on ] . Throw 
i t  in running water behin ' yo ' an ' don ' t look back at i t .  In a very short while 
dat person will come back . I t  j es '  give ' em de mind to come on back to yo ' .  
[Waycross , Ga . ,  ( 109 7) , 17 7 3 : 3 . ] 

12446 . Long in de spring when de mockin ' birds b egin tub s ing an ' go in '  
around , i f  dere ' s  somepin yo ' wanta do , yo ' go an ' find where dey i s  nes tin ' . 

IN SPRING WHEN MOCKINGBIRD BEGINS TO SING - FIND 
NEST - TAKES SOME FEATHERS AND NEST AND 1 EGG - BURN 
EGG UNTIL BLACK - PUT ALL THIS IN FRUIT JAR AND BURY 
IN 12 OR 15 DAYS IF BIRD HATCHES - SEE THAT VICTIM 
GETS HEAD - YOU CAN DO ANYTHING WITH A MAN OR WOMAN 

An '  some o f  his feathers 
are in dere . An '  git 
some of his nes t ,  an ' git 
one aig.  An' yo ' mus t 
burn dis aig until de 
hull become b lack . Den 
yo ' take yo ' a frui t-j ar 

large enough to git chure han ' in i t ,  an ' take dis s traw an ' feathers an ' put 
dis aig inside , where no air or nuthin kin s trike de aig an ' bury it [ j ar ] . In 
twelve , or say fifteen days later , yo ' go to d is aig .  If dere ' s  a little b ird 
in d is aig , his head will burs t through dat shell in twelve or fif teen days . An '  
yo ' mus t take h i s  haid - don ' t bus t d e  hull  [ shell? ] j es '  take h i s  haid an ' put 
it somewhere . Maybe yo ' might be sharp enough to git i t  in somepin dat he ' s  
eatin an '  let him gi t holt to i t . Be sure dat nobody gi ts holt to it b ut him .  
An ' ah ' ll guarantee dat yo ' kin d o  anything with him - woman , man , ever who i t  
may be - dat chew want to . [Waycross , Ga . , ( 116 3) , 19 4 1 : 2 . ] 

BURN MOCKINGBIRD NEST WITH :  SULPHUR AND SALTPETER 
OR SULPHUR WI'IH PEPPER OR GUNPOWDER - 3 THINGS 
IT WILL DO WHATEVER YOU WANT DONE - TALK TO IT 

12447 . Don ' t know if dey 
use de mockin ' bird aigs but 
ah know dey use de mockin ' 
bird nes t .  Yo ' burn i t  to 
ashes , and when yo ' burn i t  

t o  ashes , an' yo ' j es '  put some sulphur an ' saltpeter i n  it or sulphur an ' pep
pah or gunpowders - ei ther of dem three , an ' yo ' mix a powders with that . An '  
jes ' what yo ' say i t  do , i t  works b y  what yo ' say • • •  

( Give me an example of one thing you could say to i t? )  
Well,  i t  ain ' t but one thing yo' kin say ,  an ' den dere ' s  p lenty thing yo ' 

want to say • • • •  I t  j es '  what yo ' want to say ,  or j es '  if  yo ' have good idea 
j es ' any feelings tuhwards me ,  if  yo '  think ah doin' sompin ah got no bus iness 
to yo ' ,  an ' when yo ' do dat den yo ' tell i t  whut chew want i t  to do to me . 
[Sumter , S .  Car . , ( 1382) , 245 7 : 6 . ] 

12448 . ' Specially dis time of yeah , 
take ca'  o f  de mo ckin ' bird ' s  nes t  roun ' 

dese mockin ' birds . Dat ' s  how come we 
de house . An ' so j es '  take dat man ' s 

PERSON ' S  HAIR IN MOCKINGBIRD NEST RUNS PERSON CRAZY 
hair or dat woman ' s  hair 
an ' put it in de bo ttom 
of dat mockin ' b ird ' s  nes t ,  
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an ' dat man have de headache dat run him perfec tly crazy . [ Sumter , s .  Car . , 
( 1559) , 239 4 : 5 . ]  

4339 

12449 . I f  yo ' break ' em up - b reak up a mockin ' b ird nes t ,  trouble will fol
low yo ' . [Sumter 2429 : 10 . ] 

1245 0 . Take a mockin' bird nes t an' put undah bridge , if  yo ' wanta break up 
a b oy an ' a girl , or yo '  know, keep someone from a p lace . Den yo ' take it an '  

TO SEPARATE BOY AND GIRL - P UT  MOCKINGBIRD NEST 
WHERE EITHER WALKS OVER IT - UNDER A BRIDGE GOOD 

put i t  where dey kin step 
ovah i t  or walk ovah it an '  
dey won' t go dere DO mo ' . 
(Like some boy and girl are 

going together , and I would want to separate them? ) 
Separate dem . Go put dat nes t ,  j es '  put de nes t  some p lace where dey ' ll go 

walk ovah i t  chew know - him or her , ei ther one . Dat will separate dem. [S� 
ter ,  s .  Car . , ( 1 365) , 241 1 : 8 . ] 

1245 1 .  Give i t  to a mockin' bird an' he ' ll run yo ' crazy . 
(How do you do that ? )  
Jes ' pull a s trand of hair out of a man ' s head , [or ] under his clo thes , an' 

le t a mockin ' bird gi t it  in some meal - sompin - i t ' ll run yo ' [him]  crazy . 
[Mockingbird builds this hair into i ts nes t . ] [Wayc ross , Ga . , ( 113 7) , 185 1: 3 . ] 

1245 2 .  Yo ' kin take a mockin' b ird an ' tell him - like yo ' want him tuh go 
some place an ' care ' [ carry ] a note . All yo ' go tta do is put i t ,  yo ' know , a 

WRITE NOTE TO PERSON - ATTACH TO LEG OF MOCKINGBIRD 
TELL BIRD TO DELIVER IT - CALL PERSON ' S  NAME 3 TIMES 

little s trip up under his 
laig , an' tel l  him tuh go 
an' care ' i t  to de person. 
An '  call dere name three 

times an '  he ' ll go dere an' light on dere house an '  put it dere . 
(Where do you put that no te now? Do you attach i t  to the bird? ) 
Yes sir , yo ' ke tch a mockin ' bird • • •  
(And where do you put that note now? ) 
Jes ' tie i t  on him anywhere . Tell him three times an '  call de person name 

to him plain an '  he care ' i t  dere . [Waycross , Ga . , ( 1134) , 1842 : 13 . ] 
1245 3 .  Yo ' kin git de young uns [ ones ] an ' raise ' em. 
(The young mockingbirds ? )  
Yes , an ' yo ' kin take a man ' s hair - j es ' lak ah tell yo ' ' bout de fish .  Say, 

yo ' carry ' em from heah - carry dat b ird from right heah tuh Columbia [ S . Car . ] .  

HAIR OR PERSON FASTENED TO LEG OF MOCKINGBIRD - BIRD 
RELEASED IN ANOTHER CITY - OWNER OF HAIR WILL WANDER 

An '  fas ten da t man hair 
on dere , to his wing an' 
turn him loose . Yo ' 
ain' t goin ' have no me '  

troub le about Tom [owner o f  hai r ]  until dat bird die or somebody kill him . Bow ,  
dere ' s  a good one [me thod ] tuh carry peop le o f f  from heah . Dat ' s  de only thing 
ah know [ abou t  mockingbird ] . 

(You said that man will die ? )  
No , if dat bird die , dat man will  come back home . [ Sumter ,  s .  Car . , (1359) ,  

239 7 : 9 . 1 
1245 4 .  [ In this ri te , badly recorded , informant speaks about a NOlo BOOT, 

also calls i t  a .10 ROOT ,  which you carry when seeking a j ob • There is ao JtiDjo 
�. only a root or something else which is a mojo , or hand, or toby , and s imi
lar names . ]  [ Richmond 296 : 9 . ] 

12455 . Go in de hills [mole runs ] where a mole ' s at an' dis a MDLE up ,  
ketch him alive , an ' j es ' rub himself in yore han ' an '  yo ' be ' s  successful in 
anything yo ' under take tuh do . [Memphis 2713 : 3 . ] 

12456 . Den dere is other people believe dat dey kin take - traCk a mole and 
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get him up and take dat shovel dat he uses off o f  him . And anytime after night
fall , go to de door and dig a trench from de door to de s treet , and dey ' ll 

MOLE - CATCH ALIVE - TAKE HIS SHOVEL-SHAPED LEG USED 
IN DIGGING - WITH IT AT NIGHT DIG TRENCH FROM HOUSE 
DOOR OUT TO STREET - PERSON OR FAMILY WITHIN MOVE 

[ people within ] leave . 
( I  didn ' t unders tand ab 
about that  mole . You 
take that • • •  ) 
De mole is got a peculiar 

foot to him. I t ' s shaped somepin like a heavy shovel - one of ' em.  Wel l ,  dat ' s  
de one he use to open his tunnel as he i s  going through , and i t  looks almos t de 
same as ivory - solid whi te and sharp and curved-like . But you take de foot 
from de mole and go to de do ' ,  and you will dig a trench from de do ' ah out to 
de s treet . 

(With this foo t? )  
Wi th dat foot . An d  dey claim dat whoever lives dere will really leave dat 

hous e . Dey ' ll follow dat path out to de s treet - be gone . Dey ' ll vacate de 
premises , dey won ' t s tay dere long.  [Norfolk ,  Va . , ( 470) , 4 7 8 : 8 . ] 

1245 7 .  I f  he gives you [woman ] bill [paper money for sexual services ] ,  fo ld 
[paper money ] to you, then fold i t  again . Clip off ends of  the 4 corners , tie 

MONEY - PAPER KIND - FOLD TO YOU 2 TIMES AND 
CUT OFF 4 CORNERS - TIE IN HANDKERCHIEF - WEAR 
FOLDING RITE FROM EXCELLENT PROFESSIONAL WORKER 

in handkerchie f ,  wear so that 
you can use it without his 
knowing it , and he ' ll always 
give you something [ for love 
services ] .  [Here is another 

one of the unusual fo lding rites in HOODOO , this one by an excellent p rofessional 
hoodoo worker in Memphis . ]  [Memphis , Tenn . , ( 965) , 558 : 11 . ] 

12458 . I heard that i f  you borrow money from a person that doesn ' t gamb le 
and get in a game that you will win because the person that doesn ' t gamb le will 
give you good luCk . [Norfolk 446 : 6 . ] 

1245 9 . Now ,  dat works wi t de moon . Now , when i t ' s  de new moon an '  if he ' s  
gone an '  she wants him tuh come back , she ' ll go tuh dat moon three times a week 
an '  b ow .  Now , when dis moon gits full,  she ' 11 bow ,  an ' every time she bow tuh 
de moon , dat is fer de moon tuh come down . She bows three times . An '  wherever 

MOON - NEW - WOMAN BOWS TO 3 TIMES TO BRING MAN BACK 
THEN SHE BOWS 3 TIMES TO FULL MOON - EVERY TIME SHE 
BOWS SHE WAVES HER HAND 3 TIMES AT MOON - MOTION 
ENDING TOWARDS HERSELF - EACH TIME - SHE WISHES - SHE 
SAYS : "WILL YOU PLEASE COME BACK" - AN UNUSUAL RITE 

he is he i s  tuh come 
b ack .  
(Now she b ows three 
times during the new 
moon ? )  
Yes , s i r ,  an ' three 
times tuh de full moon , 

an' every time she bows , she wave her hands 
back . 

three times . Dat ' s  fo ' him tuh come 

( She waves her hand at what , the moon? ) 
Yes ,  sir  [demonstrates ] .  
(Wave down like that? ) 
Yes . 
( Does she go out three diffe rent nights to the new moon , or j us t  once? )  
Three fo ' de new an ' three for d e  ful l .  
(And each time she goes out to the new moon she b ows three times ? )  
Yes , s i r ,  an' makes a wish an ' say ,  "Will you please come back . "  [Mob ile , 

Ala . ,  (6 73) , 88 8 : 2 . ] 
12460 . I works with the moon . Now anything that choo s tart on the dark o f  

the moon is not success ful, see ? Anything you wan' a  be successful at is  not 
successful . You s tarts on the third day o f  the new moon - see , on the third . 



- Hoodoo - Conj uration - Witchcraft - Rootwork - 4341 

MOON - FOR SUCCESS - START ON THIRD DAY OF NEW 
Anything you want to 
ful in , you s tart on 
day of the new moon. 

be success
the third 

[Another 
excellent hoodoo woman. ] [Memphis , Tenn . , ( 960) , 1546 : 5 . ] 

1246 1 .  Wi t s ilver money dey have good luck . An ' show it to de moon , an '  he 
walk b ack fo ' so many - ' bout nine s teps backwards ; an ' then yo ' turn roun ' an '  

MOON - SHOW S ILVER MONEY TO - WALK BACKWARDS 9 STEPS 
STEP BACKWARDS - BEND DOWN - HIT EACH STEP WITH COIN 

hi t those steps wit dat 
money , an ' say de moon 
give yo ' good luCk . 
[This is a tricky rite 

to perfo rm  in moonlight . I suggest i t  could b e  cone as follows : facing moon 
and ho lding silver coin in right hand , i f  you are right-handed , s tep backward 
wi th right foo t , kneel down , touch track made with coin .  Now s tep back with 
lef t  foot , kneel down , touching this track with coin . Continue for the 9 s teps 
and tracks . ]  [Wilson , N .  Car . , ( 149 5) , 2664 : 1 . ]  

1246 2 .  I f  you want a woman, there ' s  two o r  three ways that you can bring 
peop le to you . Just - the ques tion you ' ve asked me - there ' s two or three ways 

MOON : IN NEW MOON ON SIGN BALANCE DO GOOD 
OOBAD WORK IN DARK OF MOON UNDER ANY 12 SIGNS 
FOR LOVE AND FRIENDSHIP SET CANDLES UNDER TWINS 
FOR EARTH WORK [BURYING THINGS ] UNDER BALANCE 
WATER FROM RIVER - USE BALANCE [ SURELY "WATERMAN" ]  
INFORMANT ' S  PERFUMED POWDER:  ALOES - CINNAMON - MYRRH 

that you can do these 
things . I t ' s always 
worked on the dark of  
the moon . See , j ust 
like if· you want to do 
good , you do i t  on the 
new moon - of  course , 
i t  be on the new moon 

and on the Balance . And i f  you want to do bad to them, you do that on the dark 
of the moon , work under the signs , the twelve signs . See . 

(The twelve signs o f  the zodiac? ) 
Yes . See ,  j us t like i f  you want to make love or friendship , you se t candles 

on a person that get the tendence [ ? ] the two little Twins , at leas t .  S ee .  And 
if you want to do earth work , say , if you want to bury anything , you do that on 
the Balance . If you want to use any water from any river or any thing , you use 
that on the Balance [ surely the Waterman ] . Just like i f  I wan t to b reak up a 
.an and a woman . She done left me and I want her to come back to me . Well , I 
takes a linen shee t and I has i t  on the b ed ,  after I done se t my work [ ? ] for 
her to come there , and I get morris [myrrh ] , aloes and cinnamon . [Pre ceding 
word tendance = attention? ] 

(This myrrh , and what else ? )  
Aloes and cinnamon . 
( Cinnamon? )  
Yes , mixed in to gether . And I makes a powder and perfumes my b ed wi th that . 

And she come there and [ lay on ] my b ed ,  I ain' t got to worry about her no more . 
See . She ain' t go ing nowhere . 

(She is going to s tay right with you? ) 
Yes . [New Orl eans , La . , (822)  , 1188 : 9 .  ] 
U46 3 .  "They tell me tha t  you see ghosts mos tly on a new moon . "  [FrederiCks

•urg, Ediphone 5 2 . ] 
U 464 . In case  - accordin'  tuh whut kinda case i t  is . I f  somebody is trying 

tub take de advantage of yo ' an ' dey should have done dey [work ] again' yo ' in 
4e daytime , yo ' have tuh do yore work ahead o f  daytime . If yo ' don ' t •  yo ' can ' t  
cut ' em o f f .  Well , yo ' d  have tuh do i t  all befo ' de sunrise in -.ost any case 
it would have tuh b e  done . 

Well , now, f o '  an ins tance , i f  somebody had put sompin heah tub keep yo ' from 
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comin ' heah . Well , now , i f  yo ' put i t  in af tah sunrise yo ' d  have tub do yorn 

MOSES - 6th AND ? th BOOKS OF - AND SMALL-TIME HEALER 
YOU MUST DO YOUR WORK BEFORE SUNRISE TO SUCCEED 
NOW AH ' VE  GOT DE 6th AN '  ?th BOOKS OF MOSES • • •  LOTS 
OF THINGS IN DERE DAT AH REALLY DON 'T UNDERSTAND 

tub move de case . Be ahead of  sunrise . I f  yo ' didn ' t 
his ' n  why yorn wouldn ' t work . De sunlight work i t .  

ahead of  sunrise . Yo ' 
could maybe move dat an '  
y o '  could come heah an ' 
s tay , but yo ' d  have tuh 
do whatsomevah yo ' goin ' 
do or whatsomevah i t  take 
- if de sun evah risen on 

Now ah ' ve got de 6th an '  ?th Book of Moses at de house an' dere ' s  a whole 
lo ts of things in dere dat ah really don ' t unders tand ! [Brunswick , Ga . , ( 1189 ) , 
200 7 : 9 . ] 

12465 . [To 
[ Spanish ] moss 

guard agains t unfulfi lled desires during pregnancy : ]  Take the 
down and the woman wears this here moss across her breas t ,  under 

MOSS [ SPANISH ] - PREVENTS BIRTHMARKS 
her hubb ies there ; and o f  cours e ,  i f  
things that she wish to want ,  and differ
ent [ things ] like that , why she wouldn ' t 

wish for tha t ,  and i t  won ' t b ring her a b irth-marked child . 
(She j ust wears that moss on her breas t . )  
In a li ttle bag or anything that  she wants to wear i t  in . [ For b irthmarks , 

cause and removal , see FOLKLORE FROM ADAMS COUNTY ILLINOIS , 2nd ed . , 1965 , 
pp . lll-130 . ]  [New Orleans , L a . , ( 812) , 1 14 4 : 7 . ] 

12466 . To make ' em move outa de house , dey got a 
Dat ' s not no good by i tself .  Y o '  git  dat at de drug 

MOVING DUST IN FRESH COW MANURE - UNDER DOORSTEP 
ADD OIL OF CINNAMON - PUT ON DOORKNOB - UNDER DOOR 
SADDLE - VICTIM GETS HANDS IN - MOVES WITHIN 2 WEEKS 

dust dey call moving dus t. 
s to '  but it  not no good by 

i tself . Yo ' git de mov
in ' dus t an ' git some 
fresh cow manure , j es '  
aroun ' a dairy , j es '  as 
i t  been spattered yo ' 

know , fresh cow manure . An '  yo ' take dat movin ' dus t an ' put i t  in dat cow man
ure . An '  i f  dey got no s teps , j es '  lak a room in heah , so yo ' kin bury i t ,  if  
dey got no s teps • • • •  Yo ' take hi t an ' some oil of  cinnamon . Yo ' take de [oil 
of ]  cinnamon an' yo ' rub i t  on de do ' knob an ' take de f resh cow manure an' bury 
i t .  Carry dat an '  put i t  undah dat [ points ] see dat p iece?  (He  points to  the 
middle of the interviewing-room door . ] 

(Under that pie ce that goes across the door?  The door saddle? )  
Yeah , yo ' put i t  undah dere . Gi t dat fresh cow manure an '  j es '  line a little 

b i t  on de latch whah [where ] dey go tta come an ' put dere han ' s in it  - what dey 
got ta put dere han ' s in i t .  An ' ah ' ll guarantee yuh dey won ' t b e  dere but two 
weeks . Dat moves ' em .  Dey got ta go . [New Orleans , La . , ( 156 9) , 2881 : 1 . ] 

1246 7 .  (Well ,  suppose I didn ' t want to move , yes ? )  
Why , you would have to move . 
(Well,  what would they do to make me move out ? )  
Well , your next-door neighbor would - could move you out ,  if  they wanted to 

move you out . 
(How would they do that? )  
Well,  they would get what you call moving powders . They ' d  go to the drug 

s tore and buy what you call moving powders and when you b e ' s asleeping , your 

MOVING POWDER SPRINKLED AT YOUR HOUSE MOVES YOU 
9 BUCKETS OF HYDRANT WATER [RUNNING WATER ]  KILLS IT 

next-door neighbor would 
sprinkle i t  around your 
house . But if you didn ' t 
want to move out o f  that 

house , why you j us t ,  every morning you wake up and j us t  go to your hydrant and 
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ge t you nine buckets o f  clear wa ter , and throw i t  on your s teps , and you can 
s tay in that house as long as you want to - providing you [ recording s tops ] .  
[New Orleans , La . , ( 83 7) , 125 7 : 8 . ] 

434 3  

1246 8 .  Ge t  some moving powder and sprinkle it around , that ' ll make ' em move 
in two days . [New Orleans 1438 : 2 . ] 

12469 . I f  yo ' s  in a house an ' a person wanta make yo ' move , go tuh de b lack
smith shop an '  gi t a mule hoof , an '  put i t  on wi t s ome ho t watah an ' boil it . 

MULE HOOF AT BLACKSMITH - BOIL - BOTTLE THIS WATER 
STOP UP WITH CORK SPRINKLER - SPRINKLE AT VICTIM' S 
DOOR - AS MULE WALKS ON HOOF SO VICTIM WALKS AWAY 
AS YOU SPRINKLE SAY : CATS AND DOGS CAIN ' T GET ALONG 
AN '  YO ' GOTTA GO. AN ' GOJ DAMN YO ' !  VICTIM GOES 

Yo '  takes an' put i t  in 
a bot tle [ cork it right 
tight , an ' put it in ] -
put i t  in a bot tle when 
yo ' s at home . Yo ' walks 
by dey do ' an '  sprinkle 
i t  befo ' dey do ' ,  dat 

watah from da t hoof , from dat mule hoof .  
walkin' on , dat makes ' em [vic tim] go . 

(You put some ho les in this cork ? )  

See dat ' s  a track an '  as dat mule 

Yes sir ,  put it in de [ cork of the ] b o t tle . Cut de mule hoof , dat round 
hoof where dey shoe a mule . Or a horse , ei thah one , an ' put i t  in a bot tle . 
Take i t  home an ' boil i t .  Boil i t  j es '  tuh pieces . Boil i t . I t  won ' t come tuh 
pieces , but when i t  begin tuh gi t hot , see . An '  put i t  in a bottle an ' cork i t  
down an '  put some holes in dere where yo ' kin j es '  sp rinkle i t  lak dat , tell ' em 
all de time as yo ' sprinkle dat watah , see , say ,  " Ca ts an' dogs can' t git along , 
an 1 yo ' go t ta go . An' go , dallin yo ' • " An 1 da t makes 1 em leave , dey move . Dey 
got ta move , dey cain ' t s tay dere . [Memphis , Tenn . , ( 15 3 7 ) , 2 7 74 : 7 . ] 

MULE HOOF - BURN TO POWDER - CALLING RICH MAN ' S NAME 
SPRINKLE IN SHAPE OF CROSS - SPRINKLE ALSO SALT AND 
SULPHUR IN SHAPE OF CROSS - ASK FOR LUCK AND YOU WANT 

12470 . Yo ' git some 
mule hoof an' burn i t ,  
cross i t  [make s ign o f  
cross wi th i t ]  fo ' yo ' 
luck , right lak that .  

An ' sprinkle a li ttle salt an' a li ttle sulphur . An '  in humin ' this yo ' calls 
fo ' rich man' s name . An' even to that chew ask fo ' yo ' luck . An '  yo ' ll b e  
success ful i n  whut chew t ryin ' t uh  do . 

(If you are trying to rent some thing or sell something? ) 
Yessuh .  
( I f  you are trying to sell liquor o r  anything ? )  
Yessuh . 
(Now, I ' ll take up this ashes [cigar ashes in tray on interviewing table ] 

and you put them in the shape of a c ross like that [ I  demons trate ] .  You sprinkle 
them in the shape o f  a c ross ? )  

Yes , yo ' sprinkle that , then yo ' sprinkle this . Then yo ' make the secoad 
cross an '  sprinkle that . 

(But you make one cross with the mule ashes firs t?  Then the o ther crosses 
you make with this o ther s tuff? ) 

Yes , yes . [ Faye ttevi lle ,  N .  Car . , ( 1451) , 263 7 : 5 . ] 
1247 1 . Marrow from hog j owl and lard mix and rub up , not down , to .!:!!!!. 

!U!PS ·  Remedy o f  Humpadee , female roo t doctor . [ Richmond 359 : 9 . ] 

BURDERER - TO BRING BACK - BURY PIECE OF VICTIM' S  
a.om:ES AT MURDERER 1 S HOUSE OR LAST KNOWN ADDRESS 

124 7 2 . Yeah ,  you see , after 
a man - when you kill a man 
and you nm IJIIaY aDd every
b ody hun tin • you aDd thinkin' 

you ain ' t  coming back , de man dat he killed , you kin j us t  cut any part offa his 
clothes . You take that and you bury i t  right where dis fellow [.urderer] was 
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supposed to live . Dat ' s  goin ' b ring him back . You cut j us t  any part offa his 
[ vic tim' s ]  c lo thes while he ' s  dead . That ' s  goin ' bring him right on back . You 
bury i t .  [New Orleans , La . , (86 7) , 1406 : 1 . ] 

1247 3 .  Ah heard o f  a man once dat wuz goin ' wit a girl. He wuz a married 
man . An '  dis girl wanted tuh go tuh de show . He didn ' t want her tuh go b ecause 

MAN HOODOOED INTO CONFESSING HIS CRIME 
a single [man] was carryin' her . S o  he 
called for her an ' had her go tuh his 
office . An' he strangles her firs t . 

An '  den he dismembered her body , cut de haid off  firs t an '  her arms , an ' den he 
cuts her body off  [up ] : cuts her thighs off , den de laigs - j es '  dismembered her 
dat way . Dere wuz nobody in de of fice , an ' he lived about ten miles out . He 
carries her out pas t  his home an ' put [ the parts o f ]  her body different p laces , 
an '  two weeks later de news go t out an' he didn ' t say anything about i t ,  when 
he heard de news . He went tuh her people about her .  He hadn ' t seen her in a 
coup le of weeks an' she was on a vacation . 

I t  was man seen him put de haid out - out of a truck . He know de man ' s face 
but he didn' t know his name . An' when de news go t out about her , dey go tuh dis 
place an' gi t de haid,  an ' roun ' in d a t  settlement dey found all de parts of  de 
b ody . He burnt her c lothes an' shoes in his office . An '  dis man , after dey got 
her back tuhgethe r ,  de man dat killed her ,  dat was her sweetheart . Dey carried 
dis man tuh de undertaker ' s  shop tuh identify her . But i t  didn ' t seem tuh take 
any ' feet on him de firs t three times dey carried him. So de third time he wus 
dere , why dey used some kind o f - dey called i t  perfume , but ah don ' t know de 
name of de perfume . I t  was tuh weaken him . De nex'  time dey didn ' t have tuh 
carry him dere . He went hisself an ' gave up .  After he looked at her ,  he j es '  
b roke an '  telled dem. [ Faye tteville ,  N .  Car . , ( 1390) , 249 3 : 10 . ] 

12474 . You kin gi t a fresh hen egg ,  you unders tand . You kin git a fresh hen 
e gg an ' put i t  right in this [murdered ] man ' s hand , you unders tand , an ' bury i t  

MURDERER - 2 WAYS T O  BRING BACK : ( 1 )  PUT FRESH HEN 
EGG IN MURDERED MAN ' S  HAND AND BURY HIM : ( 2 )  BURN 
ON HIM = BURN LAMP FOR HIM: WRITE NAME OF MURDERER 
9 TIMES - TEASPOONFUL OF SALT IN THERE - MAKE LITTLE 
PACKAGE - WRAPPING IT TO YOU 9 TIMES - PUT IN LAMP 
AT 12 NOON - LIGHT LAMP MAKING WISH - ALSO OIL OF 
WINTERGREEN IN THERE - LET LAMP BURN 2 1  HOURS - WHEN 
YOU DROP TillS INTO LAMP YOU SAY : IN THE NAME OF THE 
FATHER AN ' SON AN ' HOLY GHOST - MAN WILL COME BACK 
YOU MAY ADD THIS RITE TO THAT PRECEDING EGG RITE 

in there . An '  then [ an
o ther method ] ,  you kin 
burn on 'im , don ' t choo 
unders tand . S ee ,  you kin 
take his [whose? ] name 
an ' you kin wri te his 
name 9 times . You under
s tand ,  wri te his name 
down 9 times an ' put i t  
in a lamp , see . An '  
light that lamp 12 
a ' clock in the daytime , 

you unders tand . You wri te i t  on - le t me show you how you do this . You wri te 
his name 9 times . Understand? An '  you puts a teaspoonful of salt in there , 
don ' t chew unders tand . A teaspoonful of salt on an ' then you take an ' make a 
li t tle package . You wrap that . You wrap that to you 9 times . Wrap that up 
you see . Then you put i t  right in this lamp , 12 a ' clock in the daytime . Under
s tand you light i t  an' make you wish an ' you put some oil of wintergreen on i t ,  
in there . An '  you le t tha t lamp burn for 2 1  days , see . An '  when you drop this 
in , you say : In the Name of the Father an '  Son an '  Ho Z.y c:host.  Let that lamp 
burn for 21 days . An '  then that man will come to you wherever you a t .  He ' 11 
come to the p lace , the man that kilt  the o thah one . You kin do tha t  [ this pre
sent lamp ri te ] behind [afte r ]  put ting that fresh hen egg right in his hand , 
too . [Memphis ,  Tenn . ,  ( 96 0  excellent hoodoo woman) , 1546 : 4 . ] 

12475 . De way dat dey find out who kilt de man , dey will wri te some sus-
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picious names on a piece of p aper and go to de woods an' git some herbs , and put 
dem herbs on all dese names [badly recorded ] .  Put de names [of suspec ted person� 

MURDERER - T O  FIND NAME OF - ON SEPARATE SLIPS O F  
PAPER WRI TE NAME S O F  ALL SUSPECTED PERSON S  - ON 
EACH SLIP SMEAR S OME OF BLOOD-SOAKED EARTH FROM 
UNDER BODY - DROP S LIPS INTO WIDE-NECK BOTTLE OR 
PITCHER - ADD WATER - SHAKE - SLIP TO TOP RI GHT NAME 

in a bottle . 
(You put some blood [of  
murdered person ] on each 
piece wi th a name . )  
On each piece with a name. 
Have de names suspicious . 
Take dat earth and smear 

on each one of de names on de paper and put it in a wide bottle or pitcher if 
you kin ge t any . And de p erson with dat name come to de top [ dat is the name 
of the murderer ] .  [Washington , D . C . , ( 6 3 8) , 8 24 : 4 . ] 

12 476 . Well ,  i f  a person do sompin an ' dey wanta git away an ' dey got ' em  
trai l ' -lak , say fo ' ins tance , dey put de policemen on dere track or put de 

MURDERER TO ES CAPE - BEEF LIVER BLOOD AND CHOPPED 
GARLIC IN BOTTOMS OF SHOES - NO DOG COULD TRAIL HIM 

b loodhoun ' s .  Dey git 
b loodhoun ' s  behin ' ' em  an' 
trail ' em.  Dey git a 
p iece o f  b eef livah an ' 

j es '  rub dat b lood in de bot tom of  dere shoes . Dey git ' em  some garlic an ' chop 
garlic up an' put it  all in de bottom o f  dere shoes . An '  wheresomevah dey makes 
a track , kin nuthin trail ' em.  [Algiers , La . , ( 157 7) , 290 3 : 1 . ] 

1247 7 .  Git piece of  murderer ' s  clo thing , dip in b lood of murdered man , � 
at le ft-hand corner of murde red man' s house , to b ring murderer b ack .  [ Charles
ton 644 : 1 . ] 

1247 8 .  Throw into grave the clo thes man got murdered in , to kill murderer . 
[Charleston 606 : 9 . ] 

12 47 9 . B ury murdered person across de worZd � cross and cross de worZd, 
aurderer will come back . [ Instead of  normal eas t-west , � south-nor th , this 
making a cross to cross-up the murderer . ] 

12480 . Bury murdered person across de worZd and on his face to b ring back 
aurderer . [ Charles ton 6 41 : 10 . ]  

12481 . Put in co ffin some of  clothes person was murdered in and bury him 
�sswgys of de worZd , de murderer will die . 

1248 2 . Den if  a person kills anothah , dat he will re turn to the place dat 
dat crime wuz commi tted wi thin twelve days , but whut will cause him tuh do dat , 
ah dunno . But he would . [ S umter 2436 : 9 . ] 

124 8 3 . Jis ' kill yo ' an '  j ump ovah yo ' b ackwards an ' he ' s gone . Dey can ' t  
ketch him. [This is known everywhere . ]  [Algiers 295 4 : 7 . ] 

12484 . I f  corpse falls the way murderer goes , murderer will come back .  
[Mobile 88 2 :  11 . ] 

12485 . I f  murdered man falls on face , turn him on his back , s tep over hia, 
and you will not be caught . [MObile 9 7 4 : 6 . ] 

12486 . I f  I 1 m looking at  you and you kill me , as you look in my eye ,  your 
face will b e  in my eye . [Known everywhere . ]  [Norfolk 456 : 3 . ] 

12 487 . S tep in cow manure ; dogs can ' t trai l .  [Known everywhere . ]  [Charles
ton 6 42 : 2 . ] 

12488 . Graveyard dirt in shoes to keep dogs o f f  trail .  [Known everyWhere. ]  
[Xewport News 506 : 3 ; Charleston 601 : 3 ; Vicksburg 1043 : 1 . ] 

12489 . Wel l ,  tuh make yo ' move , dey kin throw mustard seed undah yore s teps . 
AD '  when dat mustard seed sprouts , dey ' ll move . [Algiers 2916 : 8 . ]  

12 490 . Yo ' kin take some mus tard seed an ' put out at de baid an' a sifter 
an' da t ' ll ke tch any spiri t .  [ Florence 2212 : 10 . ]  

12 491 . This story goes , i f  ah wan ta make yo ' move , ah go buy a brand-new 
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pot-vessel never been used . Ah go ge ts a low bush myrtle an '  put i t  in de po t  
an ' boil i t . When it ' s  boiled 

MYRTLE BUSH BOILED IN NEW POT 
3 TIMES WALK ROUND HOUSE OF PERSON TO BE MOVED 
SAYING: IN DE NAME OF GOD WITHIN 3 DAIS MOVE 

an ' cooled , yo ' take it an ' 
walk around dere house three 
times , sprinkle de water an ' 
pray dis prayer , say ,  "In de 

Name of God , within three days , move . "  An' dey say dat ' s  e ffec tive . Now whe th
er i t ' s  t rue or not ah never tried i t .  [S t .  P e te rsburg , Fla . , ( 89 8) , 15 95 : 6 . ] 

12 49 2 . Lis ten � If yo ' knowed sev' ral mens hangin ' roun ' dis house [ p re s um
ab ly some woman ' s house ! ] .  Well, dere ' s  one man or anythin ' lak dat , he [you] 

TO RID YOURSELF OF RIVAL - WRITE HIS NAME 
BURY NAME UPSIDE DOWN UNDER HER DOORSTEP 

ain ' t go tta do a thing in de worl ' 
but j is '  take a plain piece o f  papah 
an ' wri te his name on it . An '  turn 
his name bo ttomside u�ard [ ups ide 

down ! ] an ' bury i t  undah de do ' s teps , an ' he [you ] ain ' t goin ' be worried wit 
' em [him] any mo ' [hangin ' roun ' dis (her) house ] .  

(I  would bury that in my own house [under ] my own steps ? )  
No suh ! Jis ' wri te his name an' den turn - turn his name bottom upwards 

[name-downwards ] in de hole . 
(Turn the name down to the ground ? )  
Yessuh . [What would happen to the buried rival? He would b e  s tationery , 

perhaps going b lind or crazy ,  if  not dying soon . ] [Memphis , Tenn . , ( 9 5 1 ) , 
15 3 7 : 7 . ] 

1249 3 .  Ah heard dat chew could take a gunshell [ from sho tgun ] an ' git up 
twelve a ' clock in de night , an ' wri te a person name on i t . S tuff i t  [ shell ] in 

NAME - WHAT TO DO - ON SHOTGUN SHELL - SHOOT MIDNIGHT 
dere [ the gun ] an ' what 
chew want tuh be done 
[ on she ll ] an ' shoo t a 

gun . An '  
a t  night . 

1249 4 .  
of  pap ah ,  

whut chew 
[Sumter , 
They say 

but wri te 

say yo ' want tuh be  done will be done . At twelve a ' c lock 
S .  Car . ,  ( 1365) , 2411 : 2 . ] 
that they could take a person ' s name and wri te i t  on a p iece 
it indifferent [differently ]  from I or you would write it -

NAMES WRITTEN BACKWARD OR ACROSS FOR SICKNESS 
NOISE OF CHICKENS AND DOGS INTEREST TRANSCRIBER 
FOLDING RITE SAY S  INFORMANT - DOES NOT KNOW HOW 

our names , see . And they ' d  
take that p aper - I think they 
said - and fold i t  up so many 
dif ferent ways and bury it  and 
give you some kind of  sickness . 

[This is called wri ting names baa�ardS , many examples o f  which appear in HOODOO. 
Wri te victim' s name normal ly ,  then turning paper up side down , wri te your name 
ac ross . Ins tead of this method the ove r-name is some times wri tten at an angle 
across lower name , this making an "X" or cros smark to cross under-named person . ] 

(Those b ackground voices o f  the chickens , dogs , e tc .  are interesting ! )  [This 
is a comment by my trans crib er . ]  [Vicksburg , Miss . ,  ( 7 14) , 9 83 : 2 . 1 

1249 5 . Write his name 9 times and then call him 9 separate times , "Joe , you 
go , "  each time you name him, dropping salt and re d peppe r  on the p aper , each 

WRITE HIS NAME 9 TIMES - CALL 9 TIMES "JOE YOU GO" 
SALT AND RED PEPPER DROP ON NAME 9 TIMES - NAME 
FOLD TO YOU 9 TIMES - THROW IN DIRECTION HE MUST GO 

time fold ing the p aper 
towards you . And finally , 
af ter you have written his 
name 9 times , called him 
9 times , dropped salt and 

cayenne pepper 9 times , folded the paper from you 9 times , throw the folded 
paper in the direc tion you want him to go . [Rite never transcribed , my original 
resume in pencil attached to MS . ] [ Memphis , Tenn . , ( 9 6 8) , 156 5 : 7 . ] 
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12 496 . Write 
oil of b ergamine 

name , put an "O" [or circle? ] under each letter of name , take 
[bergamo t ] , oil of anise and put in lamp with the kerosene , 

NAME [ LETTER "O" UNDER EACH LETTER] IN LAMP BOWL 
WITH KEROSENE - BERGAMOT - ANISE - BURN LOW 9 DAYS 
LIGHT BEFORE 6 A . M. AND AFTER 6 P . M. - BRING BACK 

is extinguished at bedtime . This is my 
manus crip t .  Informant was out s tanding . 
[Memphis , Tenn . , ( 965) , 155 8 : 6 . ] 

keep burning very low for 
9 mornings and 9 nights , 
light before 6 o ' clock in 
morning , to bring person 
tq you . [Presumab ly lamp 

original resume attached to original 
Letter "O" surely needs no coaumt . ] 

1249 7 .  Take his name an '  wri te i t  9 times , an ' yores ovah i t  [ the latter 
usually means turning paper upside down f irst before wri ting over the name. ] 

NAME - 9 TIMES WRITE HIS - TURN PAPER UPSIDE DOWN 
WOMAN WRITES HER NAME OVER HIS - WEARS UNDER INSOLE 

Write i t  up real good an '  
wear i t  in yore shoe . He 
cain ' t leave yo ' . Yo ' 
wri te chure name ovah it 

9 times j es '  lak yo ' did the o thah one .  Wear it in yore shoe , ei ther shoe , 
undah de inner sole o f  de shoe . [Memphis , Tenn . , ( 15 22) , 2 7 15 : 2 . ] 

12498 . [Nation saak is a private purse worn by some women - always con
cealed and untouchab le by other hands - in which handS� mojohs , keepsakes and 

NATION SA CK :  SECRET BAG OR PURSE WORN BY SOME WOMEN 
GARLIC AND PIECE OF CLOTHES - FEED WEARER' S  URINE 
EXCELLENT DES CRIPTION OF NATION SACK ON P . 145 8 , V .  2 

all sorts o f  treasures 
are carried .  Both fol-
1owin' accounts came from 
resume ' s  of another in
formants material b efore 

all her cylinders were los t - these original pencil copies a ttached : ( 1) "Take 
garlic and p iece about a person ( fragment from cloth ing of person you want to 
hold) and your urinate , keep it  wet (keeping this cloth wet with own urine is 
called fee ding it) , keep in nation saak or pocke tbook. " ( 2 )  " Sulphur , red pep
pe r ,  put together and sugar and wear i t  in nation saak , can ' t  do yo ' no harm." 
[Memphis , Tenn . , (962) , 155 3 : 8 & 1554 : 7 . ] , 

1249 9 .  [As in the p receding rite , only my attached pencil resume remains : 
" 1  needle [ down ] , 1 needle up , le t pin go b e tween an '  put in [ stick into ] hat 

2 NEEDLES AND 1 PIN WHEN STUCK INTO A HAT BOW 
FORM VARIOUS TYPES OF CROSSES TO HOLD A PERSON 

bow [wi th ]  sugar and garlic 
an' wear next to you . "  What 
s imple ins tructions : 1 nee dle 
point down , 1 needle point up ,  

and 1 pin b etween the 2 needles . Rememb er , we are sticking these needles and 
pins into a hat bow .  Here we have a magic design , the oldest type of folklore 
in existence ,  examp les by the thousands , and older than wri t ten history .  We 
could play with the p resen t  pos sib ilities but suppose we confine ourselves to 
4 of  them : 

n .  
I p . tt n . 

n .  
p . * 

n . 

n . 
p . 1-1+ 

n .  

D .  I P • yf D .  
In diagram 1 the poin ts o f  the needles d o  n o t  touch the pin ;  i n  diagraa 2 tbe 
needle points touch the pin .  The heads in bo th diagrams form a triangle , sy.bol 
of the Trinity or the 3 Holy Names . In diagram 3 the pin cros ses the centers 
of both needles and i t  separates them or is between them. Again the 3 heads 
form a triangle . More than thi s , we now have 2 Greek crosses ++ or a double
cross , if you decide to undo your work . Again , diagram 4 again separates the 
3 iDplements , creating 4 sp okes of the rimless wheel �, a magic design used 
several times in HOODOO. The 6 spokes o f  the rimless wtieel of course construct 
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3 X' CROSSES . ]  [Memphis , Tenn . , ( 9 71) , 15 70 : 8 . ] 
12500 . New piece of  red f lannel , 9 new needles on one side , 9 new pins on 

other , put under doors teps , makes person crossing over crazy . [Memphis 1569 : 3 . ]  
12 50 1 .  About 6 pins , about 6 sewing needles , any soil [ ed ]  garmen t ,  cross 

[ them] every which way , [ to ]  cross up your mind , go crazy ; bury it by door with 
the sharp points up and i t  will kill you . [Memphis 155 3 : 5 . ] 

12502 . Take 9 needles , 9 match s tems ,  smut from ohimley [ o f  firep lace ] ,  
black p epper ,  mix, p lant about house where vic tim wil l walk ove r  i t .  Runs him 
crazy . [Wilmington 9 2 : 5 . ]  

1250 3 .  346 . [ This number was spoken by a man who had j us t  entered my inter
viewing room .  Evidently I recognized him ,  because I answer : ]  346 ?  Well now 

NUMBER I SPOKE TO MICROPHONE TO IDENTIFY INFORMANT 
HE ACTUALLY PLAYS - WINS - RETURNS FOR ANOTHER ONE 

wai t a minute , we ' ll look 
here . [ I  open my Numbers 
Book to check the numb er 
and say : [ ( 346 . That ' s  

right ! 34 6 .  Eugene Love . )  
(Well,  did you play i t ? )  

[ I  examine my workbook and say : ] 

[ I  had called out the number 346 to my recording machine . Love thought I 
was giving him a lucky number . I was surprised that he had us ed i t  and won ! ] 

Yes , we p layed - ah played i t  Monday and Tuesday , but ah didn ' t put so much 
on i t  Wednesday , and i t  come out Wednesday . 

(Well ,  what did you make on it? ) 
Well , ah caught $ 4 . 50 .  
( Four and a hal f ? )  
Shure , fer a penny ! See , ah oombinated [ an obsolete word for oombine long 

before I heard it in 19 3 7 ]  i t .  I t ' s a six-way number. You kin play it  six ways . 
(Wel l ,  I don ' t know. You see , i f  you had put some more money on it i t  might 

have been a lit tle b i t  b et ter . You get the idea? I don ' t know. But try 431 
some time . Wai t a while though . )  

Okey . 
( • • • tha t ' s on the day ,  see what I mean? [ I  haven ' t  the slightest idea of 

what I am talking about . ]  I f  you hi t ,  i t ' ll hi t Monday . See . I f  i t  doesn ' t 
hit ,  why • • •  ) 

You take i t  on your fault ,  you responsible for i t .  Gonna hold you respon
sib le for i t .  

(Tha t ' s right , and you' re not paying me anything for i t .  That ' s  j us t  a 
little favor . )  

Well , I see . 
(Well now , don ' t - keep i t  to yourself now , don ' t let anybody else know 

around here . Unders tand? ) 
No . 
(All right then . )  
All right - 431 . 
( This fellow who was j us t  in here , Eugene Love , came back and to ld me that 

he ac tually p layed the number whi ch I called out for his name . Ha-ha , he won 
$ 4 . 50 on a penny ! }  

This is Saturday • • • •  

[This is the firs t and las t  time I ever gave a tip on gambling ! I ,  a man who 
had never made a bet in my life ! I do not want the o ther person ' s money . As an 
adult I have never played cards . Chances I have taken , every day in the hoodoo 
field . Even in 19 70 when at 74 I re turned temporarily for field work in S t .  
Petersburg , where one stree t was tough even in daylight ! ]  [ Richmond , Va . , ( 346) , 
384 : 4 . ] 
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12504 . Ah used tub run a gamblin ' j o int , but ah ' m  not now. Well ,  ah went 
ovah by Harsville an ' dis [hoodoo ] p erson tole me if ah wanta do it , dat all ah 

NUTMEG CUT INTO SEVERAL PIECES BY ROOT DOCTOR - RUB 
ON HANDS BEFORE PICKING UP CARDS - NO MORE THAT DAY 

had tub do - he gimme two 
pieces o f  brown s tuff . 
Ah don ' t know whut i t  
wus , an ' [he ] say ,  yo ' 

star t ,  [he ] say , yo ' rub ' em [ 2  brown pieces ] in yore han ' s b efo ' yo ' put chure 
han ' s on any cards . Den put ' em [brown pieces ] back in yore hip pocket . Put 
' em in yore hip pocke t an '  nevah think of 'em again [ that game ] .  

(What did they look like? Were they stones or roots or what? ) 
Ah tell yo ' whut i t  wus . Whut [ do ]  dey call dis stuff heah whut dey put in 

food? Ah call it in a minute i f  yo ' give me time . 
(Cinnamon ? Raisins ? Nutmeg ? ) 
Nutmeg ! Dat ' s  whut i t  wus . 
(He gave you two? ) 
He gimme one - he didn ' t gfmme one . He cut i t .  I t  wus cut . He cut it up 

an' gimme two of ' em. I t  wus a who le one . Wel l ,  yo ' know how large a whole one 
is , but he cut i t .  When he cut i t  - seemed lak it  wus ' bout dat b ig .  Des e 
three pie ces o f  i t  - j es '  ' bout dat large . An '  ah took it  an ' ah used i t . 

( I t  was a whole nutmeg cut in two . That is all you had to do with that nut
meg ? )  

Dat ' s right . Dat ' s  all , j e s ' rub it . He tole me tub d o  i t . Well,  ah tried 
i t .  

( I t  didn ' t work? ) 
I t  did work twice . [ Florence , s .  Car . , ( 1294) , 2994 : 17 . ] 
12505 . Yo ' have to be dressed [with a hand ] .  Make sompin disaway . Jes '  

takin' a nutmeg , an ' ah don ' know if yo ' know - yo ' know dose little seeds dat 

NUTMEG - 3 SEEDS AND 3 HOLY NAMES - 45 CENTS SILVER 
IN BAG - HAND FOR POLICE AND RUNNING JUKE-BOX JOINT 

grows in a natural s ix ,  
takin1 dem while dey ' s 
green , three o f  dem, 
which represents De Name 

de FatheP an '  de Son an '  Ho Z.y fJhost. Take yo ' nutmeg ,  dose three seeds an ' 
45 cents [ in s ilver = 1 quarter ,  2 dimes ]  an ' put dat in a little bag , an ' he ' ll 
come s o  he kin be as rapid as he want,  but he ' ll come to de place where yo ' an '  
him will b e  friends yo ' see . An '  anything dat yo ' d  undertake to do , look like 
j es '  whut yo ' says , he would be perfectly satis fied of i t .  See . Well , yo ' keep 
de othah fellah ' s  name an '  thing on yo ' ,  because yo ' be at different things an ' 
yore [ j uke ] box may be playin' , an '  he ' ll come an ' git at them from playin' . 
Yo ' always have cents [ money ] wit yo ' . 

(Always the law won ' t bother you or  anything els e? )  
No . [New Orleans , La . , ( 1560) , 285 4 : 0 . ] 
12506 . Use a poulti ce o f  turpentine and flour , and drink red-oak bark tea 

to remove insects someone has put in you . [Wilmington 231 : 1 . ] 
1250 7 .  A man' s boy had gone away from home an ' b een gone fo ' more den two 

years . He wanted him home an '  he couldn ' t  ge t i t - he couldn ' t git in touch 

ONION RITES : MANY MORE ARE SCATTERED THROUGH HOODOO 
HIS SON GONE 2 YEARS WITHOUT A WORD - FATHER MEETS 
ROOT MAN WHO SAYS : STEAL • • •  RED ONION • • • GIVE IT TO ME 
PUTS IN OWN POCKET - DID NOTHING - SON BACK NEXT DAY 

with him . He bumps in
to an ole fellah [ root 
man] an ' tole htm his 
s to ry .  He said , "Well , 
ah tell yo ' whut chew 
do . Next time yo ' go 

to a groc ' ry , 1 1 says , 1 1 steal yo ' a red onion - don ' t buy it ,  jes ' steal i t ,  an '  
bring i t  an '  give i t  t o  me . " 
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So he [ father ]  did an ' handed i t  to him, an ' he [ root man ] said , "Thanks , "  
an '  put i t  in his pocke t .  H e  said , "De boy will b e  home tomorrah . "  

( The hoodoo doc tor put the onion in his own pocke t . ) [ This sort o f  comment 
so frequent in HOODOO is usually a comment and not a quest ion . ] 

In his own pocke t ,  an ' he s aid he [boy ] would b e  home tomorrah . An '  sure 
enough de boy did come . [ This sort of professional treatment - doctor does 
nothing - is fairly common in HOODOO. ] [ S t .  Petersburg , Fla . , ( 9 89) , 159 6 : 3 . ] 

STEAL RED ONION - PUNCH HOLE THROUGH WITH NAIL - ON 
PAPER SLIP WRITE MAN ' S  NAME - ROLL PAPER LONG AND 
THIN LIKE MAT CH - PUSH INTO NAIL HOLE - HOLDS MAN 
TO GET RID OF HIM REMOVE NAME - IN THESE ROLLING AND 
FOLDING RITES : TO YOU BRINGS AND AWAY FROM YOU SENDS 

12508 . I say onions are 
lucky . You take a onion 
and you kin make a man 
stay home , he won ' t go 
nowhere . 
(How do you do that? ) 
Well,  you take that 

onion , a red onion , and you 
the s tore and you don ' t ask 
a one - take i t ,  you see . 

carry it  in your po cke t all the time . You go to  
for  i t , and you don ' t s teal i t  e i ther or pick up 

(You mean, pick up an onion ! )  
Onion , yeah , j ust  one onion . And you take that onion . You take a nail and 

you b ore i t  through that onion , and you take his name and you j ust  roll i t  long 
like a match and take [ push ] in there [ the nail hole ] and put it in your pocke t .  
He can' t g o  and he won ' t  go , lessen [unless ] now , i f  you don ' t want h im  to go ,  
you kin do tha t .  If  you want him to go , well , you take the onion and you take 
i t  [ the rolled-up name ] out and he ' ll go . A red onion - not all onions , a red 
onion . You do that with a red onion . [New Orleans ,  La . , (826a) , 1213 : 3 . ] 

12509 . Go to de s to '  an ' buy a onion an '  yo ' chip i t  up fine an ' yo ' tie i t  
up in a rag a n '  chunk i t  undah de lady ' s house . An ' le t i t  stay dere fo ' 

NEW ONION - CHOP FINE - TIE IN RAG - THROW UNDER 
WOMAN ' S  HOUSE - AFTER SEVERAL DAYS LET SOMEONE 

BRING IT BACK - OPEN - THROW INTO ROAD - WOMAN MOVES 

several days an ' den yo ' 
send somebody ovah dere 
to git i t . An '  dey go 
ovah dere an ' git it an ' 
open i t  up , an ' j es ' 

throw i t  out in de road in front de house an '  den dey ' ll move . 
(Any kind o f  an onion . )  
Yes sir , any kin' onion . 
125 10 . An '  ah have heard 

[Waycros s ,  Ga . , ( 1065 ) , 1 7 23 : 15 . ] 

is in love with ,  an '  yo ' s  in 
a fellah [ tell this ] :  De girl dat chew want an ' 
trouble wit de [ law] officer an '  she don ' wanta 

NEW ONION AGAIN - HOLE PUNCHED THROUGH CENTER OF 
ONION [AS IN NO . l2508 ] WITH NEW NEEDLE NOT NEW NAIL 
BUILD FIRE ABOUT ONION - 3 TIMES CALL NAME OF GIRL 
AVOIDING YOU BECAUSE LAW IS AFTER YOU - SAYING 
AH HOPE AN ' TRUST DE LORD SHE WILL COME BACK - THEN 
HIDE ONION AND NEEDLE WHERE NO ONE CAN FIND THEM 

come nowhere round yo ' .  
[This is a unique s itua
t ion in HOODOO ! ]  Yo ' go 
git chew a red onion , a 
real one , no t a whi te 
one - a red onion .  Take 
hit [ a  needle ] an ' stick 
i t  right down in de center 

of dat onion - s tick yore needle . Take yo ' a brand-new needle that nevah b een 
used, sewed a stitch or nuthin . Take i t  an '  s tick i t in de center o f  dat brand
new onion . Let de onion be new an '  de needle b e  new . Stick all tho s e  right 
down through i t . Take hit an ' put it down . Take yo ' s ome fiah an ' build a fiah 
around i t ,  an' le t dat onion burn to a fire-coaZ [unusual word ! ]  an ' when dat 
onion burn to a fiah-coaZ , yo ' takes that onion an' goes to a s ecret place where 
nobody won ' t bothah yo ' an' throw it undah dere . In a week' s time she ' ll be 
back to yo ' . Where she ain ' t nevah vis i t  chew , she ' ll come an' see yo ' . 
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( That is if the fellow is in trouble [with the law ] - is in j ail or some
thing . )  

In troub le ,  or if he ' s  outa trouble - in trouble or outa troub le ,  e i ther one . 
Jes ' take dat onion . Jes ' buy yo ' a [new] red onion an ' take that onion [needle] 
an' s tick it s traight down in de center of dat - dat needle in de center of dat 
onion , an ' call dere name three times . Den take that onion an '  put i t  in de 
fiah . An ' when yo ' put da t onion in de fiah ,  [ say ] , "Ah hope an ' trus t de Lord 
she will come b ack. " An' burn dat onion . An ' take dat onion out an' wrap i t  
up an '  dat nee dle an ' s tick i t  in a closed place an '  dat needle leaves . Yo ' ll 
nevah see dat onion an '  needle any mo ' but she ' ll come back . Yo ' can ' t find 
hit no mo ' .  [ Fayet teville , N . Car . , ( 14 22) , 256 2 : 2 . ] 

12511 .  Yo ' cut a hole in de middle of i t ,  de red onion . Yo ' cut a hole in 
de middle o f  i t ,  see , an '  yo ' take a cord s tring an ' tie around i t .  An '  yo ' 

WITH LARGE NEEDLE BORE HOLE THROUGH SMALL RED ONION 
RUB SUGAR INTO THREAD - THREAD NEEDLE - RUN THREAD 
THROUGH ONION - TIE ONION ONLY OVER DOOR FOR PEACE 

yore house . [ There are several ways to prepare this 
[ Memphis , Tenn . , (1547) , 2808 : 7 . ] 

put sugah down at de end 
of dat red onion an ' yo ' 
tie i t  at chure front do ' ,  
up ovah yore do ' ,  an ' 
dat ' s  tuh keep peace in 

onion , a fairly small one . ] 

125 12 .  Take a red onion an ' bo ' a hole 
s omebody dat chew like dat way , on a piece 

in i t .  An '  take an '  write de name of 
o f  papah , an ' s tick it in dat onion 

BORE HOLE IN RED ONION - INSERT NAME OF MAN - LAY 
OVER DOOR TO KEEP HIM HOME - CONTROL - GET MONEY 

an '  put i t  up ovah de do ' .  
nat ' s tub make dat person 
do lak yo ' want ' em tub do ; 
make ' em come home , stay 

home an ' yo- kin git dere money . [Memphis , Tenn . , (938) , 1519 : 11 . ] 
125 13 .  Y o '  kin take a onion an '  put i t  up ovah yuh do ' where yuh husban ' 

comin ' in at  [ front door ] an '  j is '  let it  stay up dere till i t  dry up . Not 

LAY ONION OVER DOOR HUSBAND ENTERS - ANYONE LIKED 
AFTER ONION DRIES - GO TO BACK DOOR AND 

THROW AWAY OVER LEFT SHOULDER TO KEEP THEM COMING 

only yuh husband , but any
body dat come round in yore 
house an '  yo ' like ' em an' 
want ' em tub be aroun ' yo ' 
a lot . Jis ' le t dat onion 

s tay up dere ti ll it dry up . An ' den aftah it dry up , j is '  take i t  an ' walk 
tuh yuh back do ' an ' chunk i t  ovah yuh left shouldah an ' dey ' ll j is '  hang aroun ' 
yo ' all de time . [Memphis , Tenn . , ( 9 40 ) , 1522 : 13 . ] 

1 25 14 .  Take an '  pee l  some red onion an '  j es '  lak when yo ' get a fiah i n  de 
stove an' yore husband is around or yore swee theart ,  yo ' take an ' peel dat red 

BURN RED ONION PEELINGS IN S TOVE WHEN YOUR MAN NEAR 
SAYING : HOLD HIM TIGHT TO ME • • •  COME UNDER MAH COMMAND 

onion an '  yo ' go tuh 
de fiah .  Open de do ' 
o f  de stove an '  yo ' 
throw it  in dere an '  

say ,  "Hold him t ight t o  me , make him come undah ma h  connnand . "  An '  de influence 
of dat burnin ' - dey tell me - i t  holds him.  

(Holds the man . ) [ Savannah, Ga . ,  (1256) , 2130 : 6 . ] 
125 15 . If yo ' want very much luck , yo ' kin take de peelin ' s  an' b egin tub 

burn ' em each an '  every mawnin '  in yore p lace an ' all .  Bring luck to yore 
house . Or , if  yo ' runnin ' big bo ' din ' house , take o le onion peelin ' s  an' burn 

' em. 
EACH MORNING BURN ONION PEELINGS IN BOARDING HOUSE (Any kind of an onion? ) 

Sho ' , ' long as yo ' burn ' em 
without faZZin ' in yore traaks . [ I  should have asked a question here even if I 
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knew the answer at this t ime . Surely any ashes falling into spellmaster ' s 
foo tp rints would have killed the spel l . ] [ Sumter , s .  Car . , ( 1365 ) , 2408 : 5 . ] 

12516 . Now if yo ' in bus iness an ' yo ' wanta be  successful in yore business ,  
yo ' kin take a simple thing as a red onion . Yo ' kin burn i t  in yore fire an ' 
i t ' s a known fact yo ' ll always keep a crowd . [Waycross 1890 : 4 . ] 

12517 . (You can be selling whiskey or gambling you say ? )  
An '  yo ' kin take i t ,  take de red onion an ' � de peelin ' s o f  i t  on de 

s tove , an ' dat will make s omeone come an ' buy likkah . An '  dat will make yo ' 
have good luck. [ Fayetteville 2640 : 1 . ] 

125 1 8 .  Yo ' git a bran ' -new red onion 
fiah . Yo ' put dat red onion in dat f iah 

dat ' s nevah been used an ' yo ' d  have 
an ' put some sugah in it  an '  den axe 

NEW RED ONION - PUT IN FIRE WITH SUGAR - WISH 
fo ' whatevah yo ' want . Make 
a wish fo ' whatevah yo ' want 
an ' yo ' mo ' den successful 

in yore undahtakin ' .  [Algiers , La . , ( 15 7 7) , 2906 : 4 . ]  

RED ONION - OUTSIDE LAYER OFF - SUGAR 
BURN - LUCK SELLING - WHISKEY - CROWD 

12519 . Take de red onion an ' git de 
outside peelin' , dat hard par t ,  off . 
Put sugah intuh de onion an' put i t  
o n  a hot stove an ' let i t  j is '  burn . 

Burn till i t ' s all gone away . Dat supposed to make luck in yore house . Say , 
fo ' ins tance if  yo ' were sellin ' whiskey , dat supposed tuh bring cus tomers . 
[Memphis , Tenn . , (915 ) , 1483 : 15 . ] 

125 20 . Take a red onion an ' put i t  in yore mattress an ' yo ' take de skin 
off de onion an ' burn i t  on yore s tove ,  an ' dat put good luck in yore house .  

PEEL RED ONION - BURN SKIN - ONION IN MATTRES S 
LUCK FOR HOUSE AND PROPHYLACTIC AGAINST WITCHES 

An' j es '  - ah don ' know de 
name of de thing , it  look 
kinda lak sulphur - anyhow 
yo ' burn i t  on yore s tove 

every mawnin ' when yo ' cookin ' an ' dat put good luck in yore house . 
(But that onion is enough - that onion alone . )  
Yes s uh .  [ Sumter , S .  Car . , ( 1346 ) , 2339 : 1 . ]  
1 25 21 .  Ah heard of  people i f  dey wanted luck in dere homes , dey git up 

befo ' sunrise in de morning an ' take some onions an ' some sulphur an ' salt ,  

BEFORE SUNRISE BURN : ONIONS - SULPHUR - SALT 
READ FROM BIBLE - ALL THIS FOR LUCK IN HOUSE 

an ' se t it  on de fire in de 
stove , an ' j es '  de s cent - de 
incense go through de hous e 
round about . An '  read a cer

tain S crip ture . 
yo ' luck . 

Ah don' t know whut it  is , now , in de Bible . An '  dat ' ll bring 

(LuCk to the house? ) 
Yes sir . Dat ' s  good , 

Ga. , (1061) , 1 7 20 : 9 . ] 
too . Mah aun tie does dat all de time . [Waycross , 

12522.  At six ' clock 
aad yo ' take a onion an '  

i n  de evening and s ix ' clock in de morning , you git up 
sprinkle red pepper on it . An '  put i t  behind yore 

SP1IBKLE RED PEPPER ON ONION BEHIND FRONT DOOR AND 
1U1B 6 A. M. AND 6 P . M. FOR LUCK TO HOUSE IN BUSINES S 

you or no one know you doing that . 
(Well now, what will that do then? ) 

front doo r  and you put 
it on a paper and sit i t  
down and burn it . Don ' t 
let nobody come bother 

I� burn and supposed to bring luck to you [ in business ] . [ Jacksonville , 
I'Ja. . (552) . 690 :  ? 1 

12523. Vell, yo ' l!!!!:!!. that red onion with sugah fo ' � : Monday ' s ,  
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Wednesdays an '  Fridays at eight [A. M . ] always between six an '  nine . [Memphis 
150 3 : 15 . ] 

125 24 . As I told you a while ago , you use tha t j us t  like you do garlic , but 
you cut the onion up fine and put i t  in hard water ,  and you put salt in there 

ONION CHOP FINE - SOAK IN HARD WATER - MOP HOUSE 
USING SALT INSTEAD OF SUGAR - BAD LUCK TO HOUSE 
THIS DONE BY SERVANT TO GET EVEN WITH MISTRESS 

instead of sugar.  And you , 
j ust like a person te ll me 
to mop their house ,  I 'm sup
posed to keep their house 
mopped out wi th that,  and 

ins tead o f  having good luck , i t ' s b ad luck . You ge t arres ted or anything . That 
salt j inx them . [AS FAR AS I CAN REMEMBER, THIS IS THE ONLY HARD WATER RITE IN 
"HOODOO, " and i t  was given by that p rofessional hoodoo woman from Shreveport , 
La . , the woman who s aid , "They tried to run me out of  Louisiana . "  Little did 
either of us realize that wi thin a few hours I mys elf would be chased out of 
Memphis ! ]  [Memphis , Tenn . , { 9 73) , 157 7 : 8 . ] 

125 25 . Dey say yo ' could take a red onion -
THROW RED ONION PEELINGS OUT DOOR well , ah know dat ' s  a fact . Ah nus ed [ used ] 

YOU ' LL SOON MOVE tuh buy ' em an ' peel ' em .  Mah o le lady 

throw de skins o ut 
vill put chew out . 

{Why? ) 

she ' d  go to cook an ' peel ' em an '  j es ' 
- out de do ' an '  yo ' can ' t  s tay in nobody ' s  house . Dey 

Why? Don ' t know. Say ,  j es '  y o '  throw dem skins - onion skins or hull whut 
yo ' pee l - j e s ' keep throwin ' ' em out de do ' , roun ' de do ' ,  an ' dat man will 
soon have yo ' to move . 

{You don ' t mean i t ' s  b ecause of  the odor of  the onion or anything do you ? )  
Naw sir , but ah don ' t know . I t ' s  j es '  bad luck . [Waycross , Ga . ,  ( 1066 ) , 

1725 : 10 . ] 

125 26 . Ah say 
it will cause yo ' 

if anybody put onion pee lin ' s around in front of de house , 
tuh fuss all de time . An '  then yo ' kin take a piece of onion 

ONION PEELINGS IN FRONT OF A HOUSE BRING A QUARREL 
SO DOES A SLICE OF ONION NOT USED - STICK PIN OR 
TOOTHPICK INTO SLICE - THROW AWAY - TO AVOID QUARREL 

aftah yo ' cut i t  off , an '  
yo ' shouldn ' t  leave de 
piece dere , yo ' should 
throw it away because i t  
will cause a fuss ; but 

aftah i t ' s cut , chew kin take an ' s tick a pin or toothpick in it , an ' it ' ll be 
all righ t . [Memphis , Tenn . , ( 95 3) , 1539 : 12 . ] 

125 2 7 . In case of serious trouble , yo ' kin take red onions . If de person 
in de house  raisin '  S am [= one of  many names for the devil ] an ' yo ' don ' wanta 

to QUIET PERSON RAISING SAM - THROW RED ONION ON BED 
run ' em out , yo ' kin 
t ake a red onion an '  
not say a word , an '  walk 

back in de house an ' j es ' throw it up on de bed lak dat , an '  dat troub le will 
stop right away . Throw i t  up on de b ed an 1 de troub le will s top right immedi
ately . I t  won ' be but two minutes ' fore everybody quie t down . [Memphis ,  Tenn . , 

'lO CROSS UP HOUSE SO THAT NO ONE WILL SOON RENT IT 
aDAST RED ONION - STICK LANDLORD ' S  NAME IN - HIDE 

(15 29 ) , 2 7 34 : 2 . ] 
125 28 . (You do what ? )  
That red onion . 
(You ge t a red onion? ) 
A red onion . Well , they 
sort of roast that onion . 

they roas t that onion ,  then they ' 11 take tha t onion and s tick that landlord ' s  
....e down in that red onion , you know . And take that onion and stick i t  up 
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somewhere where nobody can ' t find i t .  Well , that will  keep the people from 
renting their house out soon .  I t ' ll be there emp ty a long time ' till that 
onion ro ts . 

(I  see , the persons moving out keep the landlord from renting the house . )  
Because they is mad because the landlord done put them out and they don ' t 

want the other person in there . [New Orleans , La . , ( 826 ) , 1206 : 10 . ] 
125 29 .  Dey s aid dat chew take a red onion an ' split it  in hal f ,  when it 

partways growin ' . Split i t  lak dat an ' sprinkle some sugah in it , an ' carry 

SPLIT RED ONION BEFORE IT IS FULL-GROWN - SPRINKLE 
SUGAR ON - BURY AT VICTIM ' S  S TEP - S EPARATE OR MOVE 

it  to a person ' s step 
an '  bury i t .  An '  dat 
will separate dem an '  
i t  will run dem away 

from dere - separate ' em or run 
ter ,  S .  Car . , ( 1365 ) , 2411 : 14 . ] 

de party out  de house . Make ' em move . [ Sum-

125 30 . Yo ' take de red hull [ skin ] o f  de onion 
whi te onion . Yo ' take dem an '  yo ' parch ' em ,  chip 

- de red onion now ,  not de 
' em fine an ' yo ' parch ' em. 

PARCH RED ON ION SKIN TO POWDER - DRESS PLACE - FAVOR 
An '  yo ' makes a dus t  out 
of ' em , yo ' makes a dust 
wit dese onions . All 

right . An '  j es ' like if yo ' wants tuh dress a p lace . Jes ' lak yo ' come in dis 
room an ' ah come in here tuh see yo ' . Ah j es '  have a little dust in mah pocke t 
an '  as ah come in ah j es '  sprinkle j es '  de least b it of  dat in dere . Well , yo ' 
goin ' tuh smell i t .  I t  may be a little while befo ' yo ' smell it  because dey 
go tta mighty high odor . All right , yo ' ain ' t goin ' pay no ' tenshun tuh what
somever ah ask yo ' . If yo ' tell me , says , "Come b ack , ah ' ll s ee yo ' . " Wel l ,  
ah ' d  druther fo ' yo ' tuh say ,  "Come back . "  Well ,  yo ' could g i t  d e  scent of dat . 
When ah come back if  ah said ah would like tuh borrow f ive dollars , ah would 
like tuh borrow two of whatsomever yo ' may bring dere fo '  me . 

(With this red onion . )  [ S t .  Petersburg , Fla . , ( 9 7 7 ) , 1586 : 4 . ] 
12531 . Wel l ,  yo ' kin use red onions for a whole lotta dif f ' rent things . 
(Well , what do you use a red onion for in connection wi th [ good ] luck or bad 

luck?)  
Yo ' use red onions fo ' luck . Wel l ,  j es '  say now ,  yo ' s  goin ' to a skin game 

tonight , well yo ' take yo ' two so lid [= fresh ] red onions an ' cut ' em up an ' put 

CUT UP 2 RED ONIONS - COOK WITH SUGAR UNTIL CANDIED 
PUT IN SMALL BOTTLE - CHEW THESE S UGARED PIECES IN 
A SKIN G� - OPPONENTS CANNOT CONCENTRATE - YOU WIN 

' em in a spider [a  skil
let with legs ] put a lit
t le sugah to ' em an ' yo ' 
boil ' em till dey come 
to a sugah . An '  when it 

come to a sugah yo ' po ' i t  out into a bottle . An ' go in dere [ to a game ] ton ight 
an ' yo ' take yo ' one or  two drinks , an ' yo ' carry yore [ liquor ] bottle wit chew 
j es '  as lucky as it  kin be . See , ' cause dey kin smell dat onions on yore b reath, 
yo ' know, an' people - a whole lo tta folks don ' t like de smell of onions an ' dat 
j es '  draws de ' tenshun from de cards to yore onions . Yo ' win up every dime in 
dere . [ Informant does not understand why a red onion is lucky in a card game . 
The onion does not d:ro(]]J) de ' tens hun from de cards to yore onions ; the onion pro
tects you agains t the o ther man' s hand or luck piece , or prevents you yourself 
from being hoodooed in the game . Nevertheless , i f  informant , a small- time roo t 
worker believes in his own interpre tation , the ri te is valid from him. ] [Bruns

wick, Ga . ,  ( 118 2 ) , 209 4 : 9 . ] 
125 3 2 .  Yo ' take a red onion an '  if yo ' got anyone i n  yore house , yore hus

ban ' or yore wife in dere , an ' yo ' want ' em tub go or want tuh gi t rid of ' em. 
When dey go out de front do ' ,  on dat cross piece de re [ saddle ? ] yo ' take dat 
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onion , aftah yo ' done rolled it real so ft , an ' yo ' squeeze dat red onion j uice 

ROLL RED ONION UNTIL SOFT - TO RID SELF OF PERSON 
AFTER HE LEAVES - SQUEEZE JUI CE AT DOOR - ON STEPS 
TRACKS - WAIT AWHILE - SWEEP OUT - WILL NEVER RETURN 

on yore steps . Yo ' take 
a red onion in his track 
goin'  out an' squeeze it 
in his track goin ' . An '  
den , after hit stay dere 

awhile , why yo ' sweep i t  out . An '  he ain ' t  nevah comin ' back dere no mo ' . 
[Memphis , Tenn . , ( 1549 ) , 2812 : 10 . ] 

125 33 .  Y o '  kin git chew - yo ' know whut red onion is . Ah don ' know whether 
yo ' e at ' em or not .  An ' j e s ' gi t chew a red onion an '  cut de roo t of it off . 

SLICE BOTTOM OFF RED ONION - DIG SMALL CAVITY IN 
FILL WITH DIRT FROM WICKED MAN ' S GRAVE AND RED 
PEPPER - REPLACE CUT-OFF BOTTOM - IN HOUSE - MOVES 

Jes ' cut off a piece an '  
g i t  chew some graveyard 
dirt offa man ' s grave -
s ome ole wicked man , some
body whut ' s  daid , an '  some 

cayenne pepp ah . Mix it all up an ' stop dat 
i t  b ack up wit dat piece whut chew cut o f f . 

(You put this stuff in that onion ? )  

onion up with dat onion top . Stop 

Right back ,  yes , put i t  in dat onion an ' stop i t  up an '  put i t  in dat per-
son ' s house . 

(What will that do then? ) 
I t  move ' em out dat house . [Wilson , N .  Car . , (1496) , 2664 : 24 . ] 
125 34 . Yo ' take a red onion fo ' yo ' luck , dey say . Yo ' tie it  up in 

somepin tight - sompin lak dis heah [ informant has handkerchief or some thing ] .  

TIE UP SMALL RED ONION AND MONEY [ SILVER DIME? ] 
WEAR ABOUT NECK OR WAIST FOR LUCK [S� NO . l25 35 ] 

dat somebody see i t  round heah , wear i t  round heah . 

All righ t ,  yo ' put a cord 
or sompin around it an ' 
wear it rotmd heah [see 
later ] ,  but if yo ' s cared 

(Wear i t  ei ther around their neck or around their waist ? )  
Yo ' supposed tuh hold money in dat [ red onion package ] . [ Savannah , Ga . , 

( 1252) , 2126 : 3 . ] 
125 35 . (What do you do with the red onion? ) 
Well,  dey say if  yo ' break de skin o f  it an '  j e s ' carry i t  in yore pocket , 

some o f  it , or e i ther throw it  away , j es '  throw it away , dey say dat ' s  lucky . 

BREAK RED ONION SKIN - CARRY OR THROW AWAY FOR LUCK 
BOIL RED ONION AND 3 SILVER DIMES - DRINK FOR LUCK 

If yo ' boil it , boil yo ' 

three dimes in it an' 
den drink de watah, dat ' s  
lucky fo ' yo ' - yore in

come will b e  good . [ Fayetteville ,  N .  Car . , (1451) , 2637 : 16 . ] 

ONION PEELINGS SALTED AND PEPPERED - PUT WHERE YOU 
STEP OVER THEM - MAKE YOU A DISAGREEABLE PERSON 

12536 . They peels a aniOD 
an ' has yo ' fixed an •  yo ' ll 
quarrel all de time . They 
po ' an excessive a-:»1Dlt of 

salt an' pepper on de onion hull an' p lace 
become a very disagreeable person . 

i t  where yo ' kin step ovah it an '  yo 

(Do you have somebody do that or do you do i t  yourself ? )  
Yo ' kin definitely d o  that yo ' self . 
(Just sprinkle this salt and pepper on the red onion hul l ,  and tbat party 

will walk over it and they will become disagreeable . 
Yeah . [ S t .  Petersburg , Fla . , ( 1005) , 16 21 : 4 . ] 
12537 . Ah heard o f  ' em using onions an '  garlic - fo ' being hurted - in 

swee t milk . Dat ' s good , too . 
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IF HURTED OR POISONED : ONIONS - GARLIC - SWEET MILK 
(Well , how do they do 
that? ) 
Well , yo ' makes a tea out 

of it but chew cooks it al l together - on ions an '  the garlic an' the swee t milk . 
Yo ' puts it on an ' yo ' cook i t  together . Yo ' s t rains it , an ' then give it to 
' em to drink. Well , if yo ' poisoned, well , tha t ' s good fo ' poison [ also ] . 
[ Sumte r,  S .  Car . , ( 1384) , 246 3 : 5 . ] 

125 38 . Dey used tub use dem red 
machine and turn it on again ] . But 

onion a long time ago . See • • •  [ turned off  
peop le take a red onion , s ee .  Dey take 

3 INGREDIENTS : RED ONION - PARSLEY - MUSTARD 
ON TOILET SEAT OF BACKHOUSE YEARS AGO 

THEN SKIN TROUBLE BY HOODOO - LATER NATURALLY 

p arsley as ah said a few minutes 
ago , red onion an '  p arsley an ' 
dey ' ll git dis s tuff dey call 
mus tard , hot mustard . Dey put 
dat together an ' dey ' ll leave 

dat onion dry an '  dey ' ll grind it  up good . Dey ' ll leave dry dere good . Yo ' 
s een people to de [ old-fashioned outdoor ]  toile t .  I t  d e  cus tom to set on dere . 
Jes ' spread i t  [ this mixture ] on de seat dataway . I t  supposed tub give ' em 
s ome kind o f  a i tch . Ah dunno . Ah see ' em all right . I t ' ll [ itch or skin 
trouble will]  come between dere finger an '  i t ' ll come on de side an ' in de bath 
dataway . [ I  have no idea what these 3 ingredien ts wil l do but at an earlier 
date this s ort of thing was HOODOO . ] [New Orleans , La . , ( 15 6 0  excellent) , 
2855 : 3 . ] 

12539 . Yo ' take de red onion - dat ' s  lucky fo ' yore hous e - yo ' t ake de red 
onion . I t ' s lak if yo ' got a friend , yo ' kin rule him by us in '  dat red onion . 

4 PARTS - CUT RED ONION INTO - KEEP IN CUP WITH HIS 
NAME - SULPHUR - BRIMSTONE - SET IN CORNER - HIDDEN 
KIN RULE HIM - BRING HIS MONEY - MAXE HIM BE NOTHING 

Yo ' take dat red onion 
an ' cut it in fo ' parts 
an' git chew a little 
cup an ' put dat in wit 
sulphur , brims tone an ' 

put dat in de corner o f  yore hous e - yo ' know , where peop le don ' t have to be 
worryin ' roun ' dere no way but chewse lf . An '  his name write on a piece of 
papah understan ' dat . An ' dat will keep him, make him be  nuthin but lovin ' 
to yo ' , an ' den dat will make him bring his money to  yo ' .  [ Sumter ,  S .  Car . , 

4 CORNERS OF HOUSE : RED ONION PEELING INTO POT WITH 
SULPHUR - BROWN SUGAR FOR COLORED PERSON - WHITE FOR 
WHITE - WHOEVAB YO ' WORKIN ' IT ON - PUT INGREDIENTS 
ON SHOVEL - HOLD OVER FIRE - WHEN HOT HOLD SHOVEL IN 
4 CORNERS OF HOUSE OR ROOM AT 5 P . M. - MAKE WISH 

( 1351) , 2 346 : 1 . ] 
12540 . Take dat red 
onion peelin ' an ' yo ' 
take some nice clean 
pot , an' sulphur , brown 
sugah fo ' colored an ' 
whi te sugah for white -

whoevah yo ' workin' i t  on . An '  put it  on a shovel on some red coals , de fiah , 
yo ' know, an ' yo ' let dat burn . Go to each cornah of  yore house at five a ' clock 
in de evenin' an '  make yore wish , an '  whatevah yore wishes is dey ' ll come true . 

(What would you wish , for example ? )  
Well , j es '  whatevah yo ' wish fo ' , yo ' know , j es '  d e  main thing whut yo ' 

wish fo ' - anything .  [Memphis , Tenn . , ( 145 9) , 2818 : 2 . ] 

CORNERS OF EMPTY HOUSE - DESPITE NUMBER OF ROOMS - PUT 
IN EACH CORNER MIXED : RED ONION - RED PEPPER - SALT 
CROSSES HOUSE - NO ONE WILL RENT OR S TAY - TO UNCROSS 
MOP WITH 3 :  GARLIC - OIL OF CINNAMON - RED PEPPER 

1254 1 .  We ll , now dey 
say if yo ' take da t 
re d onion wit red pep
pah an ' dat salt , 
everybody go in dere 
will b e  dissatisfie d .  
(What will you do with 
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that ? )  
Take i t  an ' mix i t  together an '  put i t  in dere whilst de house is empty . Take 

it an' put i t  in every corner of de house ,  make no dif ference how many rooms it 
is . Yo ' put it  in de re , an' anybody go dere dey won ' t b e  satisfied wit dere 
house . 

( That is cr>ossing up the house? ) 
Yes . 
(Do you put i t  in the corner in any special way ? )  
Put i t  in each corner j es '  as close a s  yo ' git i t  up ' s ide de corner of de 

house . 
Tub unazooss it . 
(To unazooss this , all right . )  
Yo ' take garlic an '  dis oil o f  cinnamon an ' red peppah an' mop wit it  an ' 

dat ' ll unazooss ' em. 
(So that you can move into the house if  you want to ? )  
Yes . [Memphis , Tenn . , ( 1548) , 2813 : 6 . ] 
12542 . Ah have heard somepin ' bout a onion . Yo '  take pins an ' put ' em 

down in dere . Yo ' hol '  dat onion in yore han ' an '  go up to anybody an '  ask 
' em fo '  mos t  anything whut 

ONION - 9 PINS IN - RUB ONION WHILE ASKING FAVOR chew want .  Ask ' em ,  an '  

squee zing dat onion . Dey hardly kin tell yo ' no . 
(You do that to ge t a j ob ,  you say ? )  
Yes . [ Florence , s .  Car . , ( 1292 ) ,  219 1 : 11 . ] 

j es ' keep rub b in '  an '  

12543 . Wel l ,  i t ' s two dif ferent ways dat chew kin make dem move . Now,  yo ' 
kin take nine seeds out o f  a pod o f  peppah , p iece o f  rock sulphur ; take a tea

9 SEEDS FROM RED PEPPER POD AND ROCK SULPHUR - BURN 
OR BURN RED ONION PEELINGS AND SUGAR - EITHER MOVES 

way . [Memphis , Tenn . , ( 1592a) , 2 7 34 : 4 . ] 

spoon fulla sugah an ' de 
peelin ' from a red onion 
an ' burn it , an ' yo ' kin 
make ' em leave in that 

12544 . Dey tell me yo ' gi t some lodes tone an '  git chew some sen-sen an '  a 
red onion . An ' yo ' peel dis red onion an '  take de hull an' drop de sen-sen 

9 TIMES WALK BACKWARDS FROM FRONT DOOR TO BACK DOOR 
BUT FIRST PEEL RED ONION - DROP SEN-SEN INTO PEELINGS 
LOOK TO EAST - ASK LORD TO MOVE ENEMIES - BRING LUCK 
MD PEACE - SPRINKLE SUGAR OVER ALL - 9 TIMES WALK • • •  

down in i t .  [Sen-sen 
was or is  trade name of 
small lozenges to suck 
to swee ten breath . ] AD '  
yo ' look in de eas t an ' 
yo ' ask de Lord tub move 

yore enemies an ' bring yo ' luck an '  peace . An ' den yo ' sprinkle de sugah ovah 
dis same thing an ' dis red onion . An ' yo ' walk to yore front do ' an ' walk back
wards to yore back do ' nine times , aftah yo ' fire i t  back .  Dat will bring yo ' 
peace an '  yo ' b e ' s succes sful wit chure friends . [Memphis ,  Tenn . , (1523) , 

JED ONION - 9 NEEDLES AND 9 PINS IN - THROW OVER 
1.EPT SHOULDER INTO RIVER - LEAVE NOT LOOKING BACK 

2 717 : 4 . ] 
1 2545 . Gi t red onion and 
put nine needles and nine 
p ins in i t  and go to the 

Elver and throw it  over the lef t  shoulder and walk back [home ] .  Don ' t look 
lack. ADd j us t  as fer as that onion will  travel on the water , they will travel . 

(Do they do anything else with that onion ? )  
That ' s  all I know . 
{iell, how do you know whether the spell will work? How can you tell whether 

�t person that you in tend to go away - don ' t you do anything with the onion 
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to • • •  ) [ Intention is sufficient . ]  
12546 . If  she got his name , put 

onion and hull [ core ] i t  out good .  

[Newport News , Va . ,  ( 481) , 503 : 7 . ] 
i t  in a onion . Get you a red , red , red big 
And write his name nine times , this away 

9 TIMES WOMAN WRITES ABSENT MAN ' S  NAME - 9 TIMES 
HERS OVER HIS - SHUTS UP IN RED ONION - THIS IN CAN 
SETS CAN UNDER HIS SIDE OF BED TO JBRING HIM BACK 

i t  in a can , and keep i t  under the side of  the b ed he 
(Keep the onion shut up in a can under the s ide o f  
Yes , s ir .  Where h e  s lep t  at . 
(And he ' ll come back ? )  

[ demons trates ] and write 
yours this way [ demon
strates ] nine times on 
his ' n .  
(Running across it . )  
Yeah , and put i t  in the 
onion , shut i t  up and put 
s lep t on and he ' ll be back. 
the bed on which he slep t ? )  

He ' ll come back . [New Orleans , La . , ( 8 7 7 ) , 1439 : 7 . ] 
12547 . Well ,  lak if  yo ' want - see ,  a man an '  a woman ' s  been together a long 

time an '  someone tries tuh separate ' em.  See . Well , yo ' kin git chew a red 

9 TIMES DOWNWARDS MAN WRITES WOMAN ' S NAME SLANTING 
ON RED ONION - 9 TIMES NAME AGAIN TO MAKE CROS S "X" 
THESE NAMES WRITTEN LIGHTLY DO NOT DIS FIGURE ONION 
MAN DOES THIS - BURIES UNDER HER STEPS TO MAKE PEACE 
WHAT BECOMES OF HER LEFT STOCKING? ONION BURIED IN? 

onion an '  git de stockin ' 
from o f fa her lef t  feet , 
see . An '  take dat red 
onion an ' write her name 
on it . Take dat red on
ion , see , an ' de red on-
ion b e  round - it must be  

a red onion , see . An '  wri te her name disaway [ d emonstrates ] an ' nine times dis
away . An' den take her name an ' wri te it nine times disaway [ across first 9 ] . 
Yo ' cross dos e  names j is '  right down [names slant down and cross ] .  An ' yo ' take 
dat an' yo ' bury i t .  See , ei ther where she go tta pass at - lak she go tta pas s  
on de s teps . Well , j is '  put dat tuh de bottom ,  yo ' see . An '  leave i t  s tay 
dere . See . Well dat run her an '  him tuhgether . She begin tuh love yo ' mo ' an '  
mo ' . S ee ,  dat makes her love come back ,  even i f  someone wu z  tryin ' tuh break 
yo ' all up .  

( That is , i f  the man and woman - if somebody was trying to break them up ? )  
Yes . 
( The man could do that? )  
De man would do dat yo ' see tuh de woman . 
(Or the woman could do it to the man? ) 
Well ,  either one . Jis ' lak yo ' see , if  she wants de man , yo ' know someone 

try tuh break her an '  her husban ' up , she kin do de same thing , yo ' see , but it 
gotta be dose big ole red onions where yo ' kin write on i t  nine times disaway 
an '  nine times disaway right in a cro s s . See , an ' bury it dere . [Algiers , La . , 
( 15 9 0) , 2985 : 3 . ]  

12548 . ( For  a man to hold a woman . )  
You take 9 o f  her fingernails and 9 o f  her toenails , and then ge t a red onion, 

and get 9 strands of hair out de mole [mold ]  of her head . And take that onion , 

9 FINGERNAILS - 9 TOENAILS - 9 HAIRS FROM HER HEAD 
CUT OPEN RED ONION - MAKE HOLE IN ONE SIDE - ENCLOSE 
TIIESE 2 7 OBJECTS - STOP UP ONION - GO TO SUNRISE SIDE 
OF HOUSE AND BURY ONION - THIS WILL HOLD THE WOMAN 

red onion , and cut it 
open and dig a little 
hole in it . And then 
take them 9 toenails 
and 9 fingernails , and 
that 9 s trands o f  hair 

out of her head , 
And go round the 

and p lace together and put it  in there , and stop that onion up . 
house towards where the sun ris e ,  and dug [ dig]  a little hole , 
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and put i t  [ in ]  there and then cover i t  up . [ Copied from my rough original pen
cil t rans crip tion made soon after recording ; original copy attached . ]  [Wilming
ton , N .  Car . , (248) , 244 : 1 . ] 

12549 . Ah heard i f  yo ' tote red onions in yore pocketbook it would bring 

about luck. [ Sumter 232 7 : 8 . ]  
12550:"""" Take de onion pee lin ' an '  burn da t in de cooks tove an' dat luck , 

too ,  in de home . Burn de onion peelin ' . [ Fayetteville 2599 : 18 . ) 
1255 1 .  I f  they lay onion around in yore house is bad luck . 
(Just to put i t  down any place ? )  
Yeah , you have tuh burn i t .  I t ' s  re ' lly bad luck . 
(Oh ,  you mean the pee ling ' s . )  
Yeah . [Waycross  174 7 : 1 . ] 
12552 . Dey take red peppah and red onion hulls - peelin ' s ,  yo ' know this 

shell of ' em. I f  yo ' put dem in [ on ]  de f loor yo ' ll always b e  confused . 
( I f  someone puts them in your hous e? ) 
Yeah ,  yo ' can ' t gi t along in yore hous e .  
1255 3 . A red onion , dat ' ll make a person 

name i t  whut chew want i t  tuh do an ' bury i t  
Dat ' ll make ' em move . 

[Mobile 9 6 1 : 8 .  ] 
move . Buy yo ' a red onion an '  
right undah a person ' s do ' steps . 

1255 4 .  To make people move , b low chopped up onion and pepper through the 
keyhole . [A hol low reed or o ther blowing-through-keyhole rites in HOODOO but 
not many . ] [New Orleans 1123 : 1 . ] 

12555 . Burn onion peelings in the s tove to keep the law away from the house.  
[Norfolk 49 3 : 2 1 . ] 

12556 . Burn some b rims tone an ' sugah toge ther �ore stove wit red onion . 
Dat ' s  tuh keep de law away . [Memphis 2 719 : 4. ] 

1255 7 .  Yo '  kin burn tab lesal t an ' yo ' kin burn onions an ' sprinkle de s alt 
ovah dem • • •  dat will bring peace and b us ines s .  

(That is i f  you are annoyed with the law. ) [Wilson 2643 or 2644 : 5 . )  
1255 8 .  I hearen people say if you go to hunt a j ob an ' carry a red onion in 

pocke t ,  an '  yo ' g i t  a j ob .  [Wilming ton 259 : 5  original penci l trans crip tion 
attached to MS . ] 

12 559 . Burn red onion on Thursday for money and men , etc . [Memphis 1564 : 6 . ] 
12560 . I have taken the righ t-hand bone out of  a ' possum foot - out o f  a 

' possum laig - out of de f ront laig an ' made a hand out of i t ,  and i t  would 

OPPOS SUM - BONE FROM RIGHT FRONT LEG - LUCKY HAND 

[ I  interrup t ] . 
(What would you use a hand 
like that for? ) 
Use i t  for anything and 
everything for luck . Give 

you luck in everything you undertaking , the ' possum wil l ,  or muskrat , the .oak
rat right hand . [Norfolk ,  Va. , ( 473) , 489 : 2 . ] 

12561 . Yo ' kin take an owl ' s claw an' dat ' s good fo ' luck off de right foot, 
dat ' s  j es '  luck fo ' anything dat chew undertake . [ Memphis 2 712-2 713 : 19. ] 

PALMA CHRISTIE HERE PALM OF CHRISTIAN - BOOTLEGGING 
SALT - SUGAR - CINNAMON - FRESH GREEN LEAVES 
A!«>NG THEM PALMA CHRISTI - IN A BOTTLE - WITH WATER 
SPRINKLE PLACE WITH LIQUID - INFORMANT AVOIDED LAW 
HAS INTERESTING CO�TS ON LAW DURING PROHIBITION 

125 6 2 . (Well, now, suppose 
I ' m  bootlegging and I want 
to keep the lair lfiiiiY f:roa 
the p lace , what would I do 
to keep the law a&ay from 
the place?) 
Wel l ,  you use drl.s here 

sugar . You get this sugar , you get some o f  this sal tpe ter , and every tt.e that 
you think o f  the law or anything ,  at night , you do i t  yourself or the one that 
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b e ' s in [ the shop ] there . You fix it up in a bot tle wi th any kind o f  green 
leaf - you know , any kind of green leaf - but leave it be different leafs : 
might b e  willow leaf or Pa Zm of Chris tian or any kind o f  leaf . Just a differ
ent leaf . You take i t  in a bo ttle with this sinimond [ cinnamon ] , sugar • • •  

[ I  in terrup t .  Pa Zm of Chris tian had to be explained ! ]  
(Now ,  wait a minute ! Where does this PaZm of Chris tian grow? ) 
That PaZm of Christian ? Well , j us t  put i t  in there like that , but stop • • •  

(Where does that  grow? Here in Louis iana? Does i t  grow here ? )  [ In New 
Orleans ? ] 

Yes , s i r ,  i t  grows here - find i t  everywhere - in the country - they got 
some right up town there . 

( I t  grows out in the woods - you mean that littl e  palm - that lit tle short  
palm? ) 

I t  grows up about that high but with wide leave s . 
(Oh ! I see . )  
[I did not krzow what i t  was at the time but I soon found out ! ] Well , you 

could take some of them leaves and sp rinkle like that  - get dif ferent leaves , 
j us t  so its green . And you put it  in a bot tle and you take - put that sugar and 
cinament in the bot tle like tha t . Every morning - that ' s when you thinking that 
the law' s is [ =  ' s  & is here ] coming and interfere with you,  you s ee - coming and 
made a raid on your p lace . Every night and every morning , through the day , re
gardless of how many people are in there [ your i llegal liquor joint ] don ' t say 
anything to nobody . Jest take your bot tle [ o f  green leaves ] like you cleaning 
up and walk at the end of your property and j e s t  like you ' d take the broom and 
you shaking that bottle ,  you know, j est like sprinkling to keep the dus t down -
on back in [ into ] your p lace . Any time the ZClJ.J) coming there� when he ge t to 
your property� he - he jes t  as p leased as ever. He 'U aome in there - probab ly 
be Zike this - he ' Z l  drink . He ' l Z ask you to give him a [ free ] drink� a [ free ] 
aigar or somepin of the kind like that. And he ' Z l  te Z l  you� remember that [ a  
boss ] be 's over him. He ' l l  te U� too� he ' U  say� "We U� you b e  partiauZar� you 
aan gi t 1iJhat you want. I was just passing by this way . " Well , you j es t  keep 
that sugar and ciniment right at your s teps , wherever you comes down . And re
gardless of who comes there , he ' ll never do you no harm. 

And in prohib ition time , well , the time the town went dry , I sold liquor 
here - I hit on [which he does , you can hear him ] . Never had been caught yet . 
Never have been scared about no law - no prohib i tion or nothing o f  the kind • • •  

never have . [See margin title PALMA CHRISTI , No . 2 199 , p .  6 26 , v . 1 , and my long 
comment there . ] [New Orleans , La . , (830 ) , 1228 : 1 . ] 

1256 3 .  Under your foot  track - j us t  like people come along and s ay that they 
could hurt you by your foot track .  But they couldn ' t  hurt you by a foot track, 

PALMA CHRISTI = HAND OF CHRIST = CASTOR-OIL PLANT 
DIRT FROM INSIDE SHOES - BEATEN UP WITH PIGEON EGGS 
GIVES YOU FOOT TROUBLE - YOU MUST ALSO LEAVE TOWN 
TO CURE AILMENT USE PALMA CHRISTI - PUT ON SWELLING 
HOT HOT - RUB WITH CAYENNE PEPPER - THEN "PP" OIL 
ALWAYS DOWN - DRIVING DISEASE OUT FEET - INTO GROUND 

but I te ll you what they 
could do . They could 
take s ome dirt coming 
from your shoes : j ust 
like if you had a hole 
in your shoe like that 
[ dirt would get into shoe 
through hole in shoe ] .  

And your foot track they would probably pick up [ in that way ] . And after [hole 
in sho e ]  picking i t  up , they could take that dust ,  what come from your shoes . 
And they could shake i t ,  put i t  in a box with some of thes e here pigeon eggs , ,  
and beat i t  up like tha t .  Anywhere you bury that , you have to leave town [ b e
cause pigeon flies ! ] .  And anytime you couldn ' t  stay nowhere , couldn ' t never 
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come back into the p lace where you was . 
(You mean the dirt from your shoe , any of  the dir t that stiCks to the bot tom 

of your shoe s ?  What about that hole in your shoes ? )  
Just l ike - you see , where I was , this fee t  chere , how it  was . How this f ee t  

chere of mine was [ h e  eviden tly demonstra tes foot or fee t ] .  
Well,  then, gettin '  a remedy for that?  [Here is how it  happened . ]  I walked 

out one morning and i t  had some kind of yellowish-looking s tuff on the steps . 
But I didn ' t p aid atten tion and I walked on out o f  there , going to my work . 
Well,  i t  was in the summertime and i t  was righ t  warm. Well , I had some shoes 
that cut , you know , like this [ demonstrates ] .  

(Had holes in the bot toms o f  them? )  
Yes , s i r .  Well , then , what made me heed them then was my heel started to 

hurt . I comes on back .  Well,  that heel of  mine was about that big [ demon
s trates ] .  So they carried me and they got some o f  this sugar , this white 
granulated sugar , and got s ome of this Palm of Chris tiandom. 

(Palm of  what? ) 
Pa Zm of Chris tiandom. 
(Palm of Chris tian? )  [ I  am no t corre cting informant but commenting for the 

future . Bes ides , the words are Palma Ch'Pisti "hand of  Chris t , "  the castor-oil 
plant . ] 

PaZm of Chris tian , yes . You get that anywhere through the coun try . And they 
takes that and they put that on , in hot water , j us t  as ho t as I could bear i t .  
Then after that they take some cayenne pepper and p ut it there and they soak i t .  
Then they take , after that - don ' t never wipe i t  off - you j ust  take i t  and let 
your feet hangs ove r  the water like tha t ,  and drain until it drie s . Then you 
take some of the 11PP" oil . 

(PP . Two "P ' s . " ) 
Yeah , PP oi l .  Get i t  in the drug store . You take that PP Oi l and you j ust 

take it like that , with a p iece of  cotton , you know, and ' noint i t .  But always 
' noin t  i t  going down . 

(Why ? )  
Well, that ' s  t o  draw out a l l  the swelling and a l l  the pain leaves - whatever. 

You have to rub it  like that .  [ Informan t either did not know or did not under
stand my question . You rub downwards to drive p ain or any aunjure out through 
the fee t .  Many examples o f  this o ccur in HOODOO , see No . 9 81 , p . 37 7 ,  vol . l . ] 
Well , the swelling before I ever knowed , well they had all the - I ' ll j us t lift 
it  up here . They had all this here and all down here . [ Informant demonstrates 
all this . ]  And they told me how to use i t .  Well , I got relief o f  tha t .  

(What d i d  i t  do to make your ankle swol len that way ? )  
Wel l ,  I walked i n  some yellowish-looking powder . 
(Oh ,  I see . )  
That ' s  where i t  came from. And i t  was somepin that makes your ankle itch. 

you see ; and you s cratches i t ,  you know . [New Orleans ,  La . ,  ( 839) , 1221 : 2. ) 
12564 . P ars ley what you have in the garden,  boil that and take a bath v.lth 

that, and sugar and a li ttle b i t  of Jockey Club perfwne. That ' s  very ludt,y to 
gamble . [New Orleans 1 364 : 4 . ] 

12565 . Yes , but no t the whole peanuts , the peanuts af ter they axe done 
craCked and tha t  lit tle red thing [ skin ] , you know in the hull? All that , it 
is bad luck . They cross you wi th that . [New Orleans 1145 : 5 . ] 

12566 . Git peanut hulls . An '  yo ' put salt an ' sugah with de peanut hulls . 
Bave ' em mashed up an1 yo ' sprinkle dat ovah"""'n de flo 1 , an' dat' ll waove ' em. 
[Memphis 1517 : 9 . ] 

1256 7 .  Take a dauber nes t .  
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(Just take one dauber ' s  nes t ? )  
And s even peanut hulls . 
(And seven peanut hulls . )  

And seven pods of  red pepper . 
(And s even pods of  red pepper . )  
And parch all that together and crumb le i t  up . And 

a person ' s door if  you - like i f  your husband is going 

7 PEANUT HULLS - DIRT DAUBER NES T  - 7 RED PEPPER PODS 
PARCH - CRUMBLE - SPRINKLE AT DOOR - BREAK UP AFFAIR 

then sprinkle i t  around 
over there . And sprinkle 

it around her door , and 
the path ,  anywhere where 
she goes  in and out at . 
And it will bus t them 

up . But you have to crumble i t  up fine after parching it , and j us t  sprinkle i t  
all up an d  down there . See , an d  i t  bust ' em up . They will bus t  up - an d  they 
goes - j us t  drift from p lace to p lace . 

( This wil l bus t them up ? )  
H e  will qui t her . 
You use one daub er nest and seven pods . 
(And s even pods . )  
Oh , I should have s aid that that dauber nes t was to be filled with a certain 

kind of mud , what is used to tear down . 
( The dauber nes t is to b e  filled with a certain kind of mud , I see . )  [Vicks

burg , Mis s . , ( 755) , 1032 : 7 . ] 
1256 8 .  Y o '  kin t ake one peanut and plant , 

peanut dis yeah . Well ,  yo ' kin take j es '  one 
put i t  dere . Yo ' kin p lant one 
an ' yo ' kin put j e s ' one spoon-

PEANUT - ONLY ONE PEANUT FOR YEAR - FOR SPE CIAL 
PURPOSE - FERTILIZED SPECIALLY - USE TAPROOT - PARCH 
ADD ADAM - GARLIC - CREAM OF TARTAR - GIN - CAMPHOR 
FOR THROAT CONDITION - TURN INTO TB ' S  = TUBERCULOS IS 

fulla fertilizer dere . 
Well , dat ' l l  make a b ig
ger root in de ground in 
de whole field , den if  
yo ' have p lanted i t  [pea
nut s ]  all ovah de field . 

Dem lil ' peanuts got lil ' strings out . Jes '  got one p eanut dere an ' it can ' t 
git no draft aroun ' nowheres cross de earth , but dere ' s  a great big root on 
de bottom called de [ taproot ? ] .  An ' yo ' ll see i t  [ the same thing] on de tree 
when de tree ' s  picked [ dug up ] an' ain ' t growed out [up ] . Well , dat root ' s  
right on de bottom dere . Den yo ' take dat root an ' yo ' kin parch dat root  and 
anybody ' s  got a bad co ld o r  anything , think i t  se t into TB ' s  or  somepin othah , 
j es ' boil dat root an ' put chew some Adam [Adam-and-Eve? ] in i t .  Well , Adam is 
a thing , yo ' know, dat ' s mighty good fa ' yo ' , dis garlic dat yo ' cook wi th . 
Well,  yo ' put a lil ' Adam in there an ' put a lil'  cream of tartar into any
thing dey drink . An' den put ' b out a half teaspoonful o f  gin in i t ,  an ' den 
de next thing yo ' do , put in about a spoonful of camphor an '  let it set dere 
fa ' ' bout a day or two . Den yo ' take . Dat will  release all dat [ something ] 
on yore throat dere . 

(That will cure that trouble you have? ) 
Dat' s right . [Fayet tevil le , N .  Car . , ( 1438) , 2606 : 7 . ] 
12569 . An '  yo'  kin take fo ' pegs , yo ' know. An '  cut li ttle pegs an ' put ' em 

round yore house an ' put ' em down out dere an ' say ' b out "De Lord is  mah shep

PEGS 4 - WOOD - 1 ON EACH SIDE OF HOUSE OUTSIDE 
SAY DE LORD IS MAH SHEPHERD - LAW WON ' T  BOTHER LIQUOR 

herd • • • •  " An ' de sher
iff - ah don ' t care how 
much likker an '  s tuff 
yo ' s ell , dey won ' t even 

come round . Don ' t care whut chew do dere , dey won ' t come to yore hous e .  
(How many pegs do you put down? ) 
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Jes t git chew some lit tle wooden pegs . 
(How many did you say ? )  
Foah - an ' peg on each side o f  yore yard , an ' de sheriff won ' t even come no

where round dere . [ The pegs are at the 4 cardinal points of the compass . ]  
[Waycross , Ga . ,  ( 1134) , 1842 : 16 . ] 

125 70 .  To git a man an ' keep him,  that he can ' t git away . When he goes to 
sleep and likes he makes a rise , you know, you git you a cord s tring when it do , 

PENIS - WOMAN MEASURES - TIES 9 KNOTS IN STRING 
you measure i t  from the tip to 
the end to where it starts at , 
and you tie nine knots in that 

string and put that around your wais t .  And regardless of  what you do or what
ever he can ' t  go . He ' 11 follow you all over the world . He can ' t get away from 
you . [New Orleans , La . ,  ( 855) , 135 2 : 1 . ]  

125 71 . (Well , what kind o f  a bone would they get from that man? ) 
Just any p art  of  the b ody . Mos tly they try to  get that bone down in here , 

you know , righ t  be tween your laigs . Mostly try to get that  part that ' s  kind 

MYTHICAL PENIS BONE OF MAN - FORKED ONE 
of  fork like that , you know. [ This 
is the folkore penis bone of  a man , 
supposed to be forklike . ]  Get one 

of tho se bones like that . That ' s  mos tly what they get [ from a dead man of 
course ] .  Well , any part o f  tha t b one . Well , they take i t  and dry i t  up into 
a dus t ,  or take a file and p ut i t  in your eats . That will cause a s troke . 

(That will cause a s troke , I see . )  
That [ is ]  if  your b lood ain ' t good . If  you go t good b lood , you understand , 

and your sys tem' s no t cons tipated , i t  won ' t hurt you . [Newport News , Va . , 
( 47 8 ,  Doctor Bowes ) , 498 : 2 . ] 

1257 2 .  [The former silver dime 
lord of  money during my col lecting 

of the United S tates of America was the magic 
days - the 30 ' s  and early 40 ' s  - but not far 

PENNY - OR ONE-CENT PIECE - RARE WORD BROWN MONEY 
BURN PENNY BLACK - SPIRITS OF ROSIN - FLOUR - MIX 
TIE DOUGH ROUND WAIST - WEAR FOR LUCK IN GAMBLING 

behind was the lowly copper
based penny or one-cent 
piece . This remarkab le 
coin as an awesome obj ec t  
I first heard about from my 

Pullman porter on the former Pennsylvania Rai lroad between Chester , Pa. , and 
Baltimore , Md . ,  in ri te No . 2108 , p . 6 1 1 ,  v . l .  An early l ist of  penny rites is 
given in Nos . 2108-2127 , pp . 6 11-615 . In the rites now fol lowing mos t  of them 
are new , o thers mere ly show the ub iquity of  the beliefs . I shal l b egin with 
the new ] : 

Take de brown money we call de pennies , lil ' pennies , yo ' know , an ' burn it 
till it  git real b lack , one penny. An' git some spirits of rosin - it grows 
when de turpentine run yo ' know - an ' put in some f lour . Mix it toge ther , 
flour dough , an ' mix i t  toge ther an ' then tie i t  round yore ·waist , an ' carry 
i t  wit chew an ' yo ' ll b e  lucky . 

( Lucky in what? ) 
In gamb ling .  
(You j ust burn this penny until i t  i s  b lack? ) 
Yes . [ S t .  Petersburg , Fla . , ( 1043) , 1692 : 7 . ] 
125 7 3 . Well ,  de only thing ah knows ' bout de pennies proposition , dey 

takes - j es '  all dey takes is one cent - an '  nail it down by de do '  fo ' if yo ' 

REVER SWEEP OUT CUSTOMER' S TRACKS OVER DOOR PENNY 
want p lenty custoller tub 
come into a s to ' , anything . 
Don ' nevah sweep a person ' s  

tracks out , outa de s to ' . Always gathah them ins ide of de sto ' . Dat bring 
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p lenty trade , dem pennies [ this was during the Great Dep ression ] .  [ Sumter , S .  
Car . , ( 1364) , 2407 . ] 

125 74 . Jes ' lak i f  yo ' 
speak tuh anybody , yo ' kin 

don ' t want nobody tub yore hous e ,  don ' t want tub 
take yo ' a penny - j es '  a penny is brassy - an '  yo ' 

BEFORE SUNRISE - VISIT GRAVEYARD - PICK UP DIRT IN 
THE 3 HOLY NAMES - RUB OVER A PENNY UNTIL IT SHINES 
PENNY IS PUT AT DOOR TO KEEP OUT UNWANTED PERSONS 

kin rub it an' rub it till 
i t  gi ts shiny . An '  de 
penny whut yo'  rubb in ' -
den yo ' go tuh de grave-

de Lord an '  de Father� de Son an '  de Ho ly Ghost. 
rub s dat penny wit de dust until it  gits shiny . 

(What do you do with that then? ) 

yard dus t :  In de Name of 
Well , yo '  rubs dat penny ,  

[ I  shut the machine o f f  befo re recording the answer , but the penny is probably 
nailed at the door . This could be my only example of using graveyard dir t  as a 
scouring ma terial ! ]  [ Florence , s .  Car . , ( 1320 ) , 2264 : 2 . ] 

125 75 . Fo ' luck . Yo ' j es ' take a penny an ' yo ' tack i t  right under de piece 
right by yore do ' - right in fron t  de do ' - where de folks walk backwards an ' 

HOUSE LUCK OR GUARDIAN PENNY - TACK HIDDEN AT DOOR 
farwards cross it . Yo ' 
j e s '  tack it where nobody 
won ' t take i t  up , where 

dey wouldn' t see i t  [ or step on it either , 
the tread . Normally this coin is reposed , 

(Wha t will that do then , for  you? ) 
Make luck fo ' yore house . 
(For customers ? )  
Yes , an '  keep yore house lucky . 

becaus e i t  is under the overhang of  
if  t rade is  wanted ] .  

Jes ' lak ah ' fore te ll yo ' [ told you before ] about dat same potash an ' ' bout 
dis penny , dat makes luck fo ' yore house . 

(Keeps the law away . )  
Yes s ir ,  de revenuers . [ Brunswick , Ga . ,  ( 1249 ) , 2123 : 3 . ] 
125 76 . De pillah yo ' s leep on - j es '  lak ah sleep on a pillah , ah have a 

penny in dat pillah , see , in dat cloth right in dat pillah , an ' all ah have to 

PENNY - IN PILLOW - CAN SLEEP - NO HAG RIDING 
do is j es '  put mah haid on dat 
pillah an' s leep . 
( S leep all night . )  [ This un

doubt edly is a rite to prevent a hag from riding you . In hag ri tes a penny is 
not general ly used , though we have copper in No . 5 27 ,  p . 15 6 , v . l . ] [ Florence , 

PENNY DOWN AT DOOR OR 
HORSESHOE OVER DOOR FOR HAUNTS 

Yo ' j e s ' nail a penny down in 
ha ' nts . 

S . Car . , ( 1308) , 2213 : 8 . ] 
125 7 7 . Use pennies fo ' j es '  lak yore house 
is ha ' nted . 
(What do they do with that? ) 

Well , j es '  lak yo ' been keeping house an ' yo ' 
go t  a penny nailed down in de front door de re .  

de f ront do ' dere , an ' yo ' be prevented from dose 

(You can see them then if they [ come] into the house . ) 
[Prevent because they will not enter . ] 
Oh, sure , sure . Or either put a horseshoe up over dere [po ints to door ] . 

Sa.e of ' em put a horseshoe up ovah de head of de do ' , real ole- fashioned horse
shoe ( that was worn by a horse ] .  [ S t .  Petersburg , Fla . , (991) , 159 9 : 10 . ] 

12578 . Said dey would take a penny - couple o f  pennies - drive one in de 
badk (door] and one in de front . Dey ' ll go and dey git some kinda o il out de 
drug store , yo ' understand , and they pour it in there [hole to re ceive coin ] 



- Hoodoo - Conj uration - Witchcra f t  - Roo twork - 4 365 

PENNY : FIRST PREPARE DOORS ILLS - FRONT AND BACK 
WITH SPECIAL DRUGSTORE OIL - DRIVE 2 PENNIES - LAW 

and they drive i t  down and 
that will [ stop the law ] . 
You wil l  s top [ it ]  at de 
[ door and ] it won ' t  pas s ,  

i t  won ' t come . [ Las t 3 b racke ts supply words eliminated by bad recording . ]  
[Jacksonville ,  Fla . , (606) ,  785 : 7 . ] 

125 79 . -. Yo '  git chew two pennies 
two do ' s  to i t .  An '  yo ' take an '  -

if  i t  happen dat chure p lace o f  business got 
take one penny an ' go to yore back do ' an '  

PENNIES 2 :  1 AT BACK DOOR - TAIL UP 
1 AT FRONT DOOR - HEAD UP - LOOKING IN 

stick a hole  in it  [ door or coin? ] an' 
turn de haid - or turn de tails up .  
See , tail i t  up . Den at chure front 
do ' den ,  yo ' take an ' turn de haid in 

[ looking into p lace of b usiness ] .  An' dey say dat will keep de law away , s ee ,  
den,  from b o thering yo ' place o f  business . 

(On the back door the tail is up and on the front door the head is up . )  
[Waycross , Ga . , ( 1058) , 17 18 : 5 . ] 

125 80 . Take a penny - any copper coin - must 
an ' put da t penny right a t  de right hand steps . 

ONE PENNY BURY UNDER RIGHT S IDE OF OUTS I DE STEPS 
SECOND INSIDE ON LEFT - HOLE FOR MADE IN CARPET 

be copper , sompin like a penny , 
Make no difference whut direc

tion it  lay in . But ch ew  
bury d a t  penny somewhere 
where yo ' would know where 
it would be - yo ' could put 

somepin down dere to [ so that you could find ] i t .  An '  den right at de end of  
de  do ' - yo ' see  dat ' s  de  outside - j es ' as yo ' come in de  do ' - make no differ
ence whe re de rug be - dey have a rug or somepin dere under [on ]  de floor , an ' 
yo '  put a ho le in dat an' nail i t  down dere . Dat wil l keep dem away from dere . 

(That is the se cond p enny , you mean? ) 
Yes , dat ' s  de second penny . Dat ' s  all . Yo ' want one outside , right to de -

j e s ' lak yo ' coming up [ to the steps ] dat mus t  b e  to de right [ s ide ] o f  de 
s teps . Make no difference whut direction de s teps in . Dis penny must b e  to de 
right o f  de s teps , an ' de o ther one [penny ] must b e  to de oppos i te side - de 
right side o f  de do ' [ looking out , but inside penny is to left as you enter ] .  

(You mean as you come in the s teps , the penny mus t b e  buried to the right 
hand as you are coming in? ) 

Yes , i t  make no difference j es '  so i t ' s  to de right hand but right under de 
s teps . [ S t .  Petersburg , Fla . , ( 1046 ) , 170 2 : 3 . ] 

12581 . Ah heard i f  ah wanted yo ' to go crazy ovah me , j es ' git  two pennies 
an ' burn ' em in sulphur , an ' when ah git through b urning , take ' em an ' clean ' em 

PENNIES 2 - BURN IN SULPHUR - CLEAN - MAN KEEP ONE 
GIVES O'mER TO WOMAN - AS LONG AS HE KEEPS SHE STAYS 

off good , an' give one 
tuh de girl an ' yo ' keep 
one . An '  don ' t chew 
spend de one which yo '  

have , yo ' j es '  keep i t .  I f  she spend hers ' n  dat ' ll b e  all right , but chew keep 
yores . 

(What wil l that do then? ) 
Dat will make her crazy about chew ' long as yo ' keep dat penny . [Waycross , 

Ga . ,  ( 1065) , 17 2 3 : 13 . ] 
125 82 .  Now heah ' s  one good fo ' dat ,  

kin use j es ' a common penny . Yo ' drive 
if yo ' wanted tuh keep de law away . Yo ' 
one down at de front do ' an' one at de 

PENNIES 2 - 1 AT FRONT DOOR - 1 AT BACK DOOR - CAN 
RED DEVIL LYE - 9 HOLE IN - POLICE CANNOT WALK OVER 

b ack, an' den yo' take a 
can Red Devil lye an' yo ' 
would drive nine holes in 
dat an '  yo ' would bury 
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dat neah where yuh people would pass ovah i t .  
keep away de law an ' yo ' don ' t b e  bothered wit 

An '  dat ' s  been a suah one tuh 
de law.  [Waycross , Ga . ,  ( 1086 ) , 

1754 : 7 . ] 
125 83 .  Yo ' 

back , nai l one 
take three pennie s an ' nail one a t  de fron t door , nail one at de 
in de middle [ door ] .  Well if dey comes in dis [way ] , le t ' em  

PENNIE S 3 - 1 AT EACH DOOR : FRONT - MIDDLE - BACK 
AS PEOPLE COME IN - SWEEP THEIR DUS T INTO LAST 
CORNER - SUNRISE CORNER [EAST SIDE ] OF HOUSE - CAN 
BE BURNED - BETTER BURIED - FRIENDLY WITH CUSTOMERS 

always come in dis way an ' 
yo ' sweep . As yo ' [ they ] 
come in dis way , yo ' know 
yo ' sweep up [ after them ] . 
Yo ' sweep de dus t from 
dere fee t back in de cor

nab . An ' aftah yo ' gi ts i t  al l · dere , have yo ' a b o t t le [ j ar ] , j es '  pick i t  up 
an ' put i t  in, an ' i f  anything i t ' s  a bet tah thing to take i t  an ' bury i t ,  but 
chew kin put it in a bo ttle [ j ar ]  an ' burn it . [ By jar I mean a bo ttle with a 
wide mouth . ] But i t ' s  best to bury i t .  [ Burning a person ' s  foot dust could 
cause troub le ! ]  

Dat ' ll keep peop le coming intuh yo re p lace - keep friends . [ S t .  Peters
burg , Fla . , ( 9 7 7) , 15 82 : 8 . ] 

125 84 . Jes ' lak i f  yo ' wus sel lin ' likkah or 
de law tuh run in on yo ' . Whut ah used tuh do . 

anythin' lak dat an ' don ' t want 
Dey told me tuh take s ix pen

PENNIE S  6 :  3 PENNIES BURY AT FORKS OF ROAD AT SUNRISE 
PRAY - OTHER 3 PENNIES GIVE TO WICKED OR NEEDY PERSON 
ALL SAME DAY - RETURN HOME - SAY PRAYERS - NO POLICE 

nies an ' go early in 
de mawnin' j es '  at sun
rise tuh de fo ' k  o f  a 
road , bury three [pen
nies ] an ' say a prayah . 

Goes on tuh some wicked person , or some needy pers on , an '  give de o thah three 
pennies tuh da t needy pe rson . Goes on b ack home an '  say mah prayers , say , an ' 
dey [ police ] won ' t worry yo ' . [ Brunswick , Ga . , ( 1217) , 20 70 : 9 . ] 

125 85 . An '  then you kin take a new b ag an ' put 9 pennies in i t ,  9 � 
pennies . Put a whole head o f  garlic an ' a lit tle sugar . An '  tie i t  up � 
the door . That will keep al l law out of  the house . [Memphis 1544 : 3 . ] 

12586 . Some times a penny is us ed to keep from being poisoned. I f  you are 
poisoned, the penny turns green . [ Baltimore , but informant 15 3 from Charlo t te 
Co . ,  Va . ,  60 : 1 . ] 

1258 7 .  Heard o f  ' em  us in ' a penny for such as drawin ' poison out of  yo re 
fee t ,  i f  yo ' stick a nai l or sompin in yore fee t . Yo ' set  a penny on i t  an ' 
dat ' ll draw i t  out . [Wils on 266 7 : 4 . ]  

1258 8 .  Ah ' ve seen dis trie d ,  takin ' a penny an ' bo ' a ho le in de penny , an ' 
put dis penny right at de do ' s tep . An '  yo ' always will have luck an '  de law 
wil l nevah interfere witcha - no t cons tan tly . Some time dey come by - dey have 
to , see . [Waycross 1742 : 9 . ] 

125 89 . De people , da t  run dese gamblin '  j oints an ' all , plays wit a few 
little gamb lahs . Dey take a penny an ' put - nail one in de centah heah at de 
fron t do ' ,  j es '  where de peop le goin' in an ' out - see . Dey do dat fo ' luck . 
Dey say i f  de money comes in it s tays . 

( Just the one penny on the door? )  
Yeah . [ Florence 218 2 : 5 . ]  
12590 . (Take a penny? ) 
Uh-huh , an ' take a smal l nail an ' drive ' em dere righ t  in de middl e o f  de 

do ' . Yo ' ll always have cust omers - fo ' likkah ah know . [ B runswick 20 22 : 3:] 
1259 1 .  (You take a copper penny . One ? )  
Oh yes . Lay one at each do ' - a copper penny , one . An '  nail one in each do ' 

an ' yo ' know , yo ' wil l draw customers . 
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[The law was added after machine turned of f . ] 
(That will keep the law away , too ? )  
Yessuh . [ Fayetteville 25 39 : 7 . ] 
12 59 2 . ( Get you a penny ? )  

4 36 7 

Yes sir , an' nail i t  in de center o f  yore do ' . I f  yo ' don ' cover i t  up , yo ' 
might j es ' fix i�ss it in some way ] . Jes ' nail i t  in de center of yore 
do ' , a penny in money . Nail it in de center of yore do ' .  De law ain' t hardly 
goin ' come up dere . [ This center-of- the-door rite - it has j ust  occurred to 
me - is a type of quincunx rite because the bottom of the door space or the 
saddle , i f  one , forms an ob long . ]  [ S avannah 2 135 : 12 . ] 

1259 3 .  Yo ' ever see ' bout a penny? Dey take a penny an' nai l ' em tuh de 
front do ' . Wel l,  dey take p enny an1 nail ' em  right down to def'ront dO"':' 

(What will that do ? )  
Dat will keep ' em [ law ] back dere . [ Brunswick 20 19 : 3 . ] 
12594 . Take a penn; an' nail it in de center of dat do ' ,  an' a penny in de 

center of yore back do . Now da t 1 s  tuh he ' p  keep de law offa yo ' . [ Florence 
2270 : 9 . ] 

12595 . Yo ' kin take a penny an ' nail it down tuh each one o f  yore do ' s  an' 
won ' t no sheri ff  or nuthin come on yuh . [Waycross 1870 : 13 . ] 

125 9 6 . She was working fer a priva te family , three of ' em working together 
and one of ' em  was very disagreeab le and dis was de cook . We ll , an' de other 

one was de maid and one was 
PEPPER ON FLOOR BY WASHWOMAN - ATIER COOK ' S  JOB de washwoman . We ll,  dis 

washwoman she didn ' t like de 
cook an ' every night and every time she ' d  gi t a chance , she would go in de ki t
chen an ' sprinkle peppah around de floor in order to make de white lady fire her 
and p robab ly give her de cook j ob and git another washwoman . We ll,  dey linger 
and linger and all like dat unti l finally dis girl did break a valuable di sh 
and she los t  her j ob and dis girl dat was washing she go t de j ob ,  sure enuff 
and dey go t another washwoman . Dese peop le tried to locate her but she was 
gone to New York [by ] that time . [Jacksonville , Fla . , (550) , 6 89 : 1 . ] 

1259 7 .  I f  they have a place [ as a cook ] an ' this cook who cooked keeps on 
comin ' back, well when she comes back to your place there , the [ cook ' s ]  o ld 
place , don ' t choo unders tand , well the way you ' d do . You ' d git you black 
pepper an' sprinkle it � that hot stove , turn your back and throw it over 
your left shoulder . [ Richmond , Va . , ( 348) , 29 1 : 4 . ] 

125 9 8 .  Jes 1 lak ah come to yore house an' ah misplace sompin of yores . When 
ah le ave , yo ' won ' t be mad wit me in one way , an '  den in anothah way yo ' will . 

But s til l yo ' goin ' be 
CAYENNE PEPPER BURN IN HER FIRE - IF SHE OFFEND YOU laughin' an ' talkin ' tuh 

me . Wel l,  dere ain ' t  but 
one thing yo ' go tta do . Dat is tuh carry yo ' a lit tle b i t  of peppah in yore 
pocket an ' throw it in dat fire , an ' ah ' ll forge t an ' speak about sompin 
nothah - ah ' l l go git i t  dere an' show it tuh yo ' an ' den yo ' ll know it ' s  yores . 
But i t  got ta be red cayenne peppah , dat ground-up peppah . See , yo ' j es '  put 
some of dat in a piece o f  papah see . An '  yo ' go tuh dat person ' s  house , yo ' 
know j es '  vis i tin' yo ' see , an ' i t  j es '  migh t be  in de wintahtime or soaepin 
othah - dey go t a fish in de s tove . Yo ' make out [ pre tend ] lak yo ' vanta light 
out de s tove . Yo ' drop some of dat papah [holding pepper ] in dere . See , ah ' ll  
fo ' git , so busy talkin ' tuh yo ' . S ay ,  "Oh ,  yo ' know ah go t sech-an ' -sech a 
thing , ah wanta show i t  to yo ' .  Shore is purty . "  [ Brunswick, (1211) , 2049 : 2 . ] 

12599 . Now a fellow told me , said , that if a person , no matter if they a 
woman or who i t  was ; said , i f  you get cayenne pepper and some - yes , cayenne 
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NAME OR HAVE PERSON IN MIND - GO TO NORTH WINDOW OF 
HOUSE - THROW OUT CAYENNE PEPPER SAYING : f2Q, YOU 
SON OF A BITCH� gQ - THAT PERSON WILL NEVER RETURN 

a hi tch ,  go . "  They say she ' 1 1  go and never will come 
go and they never will come back . 

(You throw i t  out the window? )  
Yes , throw i t  out de window on de side of  house • • •  

pepper , I think it  was -
and go to de north winder 
[window ] of your hous e and 
take i t  and s ling it out 
and say , " Go ,  you son-of
back , o r  de pe rson will 

[ I  stopped machine but turn it on for los t  words . ]  
(North side of the hous e ,  but you mus t get red pepper? )  
Yes . 
(I  see , i f  you want to get rid o f  a woman or ge t rid o f  anybody . )  [ E lizabe th 

City , N .  Car . , (441) , 4 12 : 2 . ] 
1 2600 . An ' den anothah thing dat 

dat will b reak up a man an' a woman . 
chew kin do , to cause ' sturbance in de home 

Yo ' kin take dis cayenne peppeh an ' some 

RED PEPPER FROM GARDEN DRY AND MASH - ADD CAYENNE 
PEPPER - PUT IN PIECE OF PAPER OR CLOTH - TIE - BURY 
IT IN SOMEONE ' S HEARTH BY TAKING UP A BRICK - WHEN 
FIRE LIGHTED - THIS PEPPER BREAKS UP MAN AND WOMAN 

red peppah out de garden. 
Le t dis [ garden ] peppah 
dry an ' get dis [ cayenne ] 
peppah an ' mash i t  all up 
togethah , an '  put it  in a 
piece of papah or e i thah 

a piece o f  clo th .  I t  will do i t  bettah i f  i t  a piece o f  cloth . An '  roll i t  up 
an' tie i t  up good . An ' den yo ' , i f  yo ' kin gi t in de house , git somebody tuh 
bury i t  in de hearth . Jes ' take up a brick yo ' know an' place i t  undah dat 
brick , so when dey ' ll build a fiah ,  i t  will keep dat stuff warm. An '  yo ' b e  
su' prised at de racke t yo '  heah i n  da t house yo ' self . I t wil l be a few days 
b efo ' yo ' see [ them] go ap art . [ Fayetteville , N .  Car. , ( 1442) , 2611 : 2 . ] 

12601 . Ah sai d  when a person is not • • •  de b lood ' s  no t righ t  and dey [ s exual 
disease ] ' tack [ attack ] yore man an '  yo ' don ' wan t him with yo ' an ' yo ' have 

IF MAN HAS SOCIAL DISEASE - WOMAN WANTS HIM TO LEAVE 
SHE BURNS RED PEPPER - WHICH DISEASE CANNOT TOLERATE 

been gi t tin' money outa 
him , why yo ' could burn 
peppah , red peppah in 
yore home , an ' that ' ll 

make him flee ' way from there an ' he won ' t come back heah no mo ' . 
(If  he ' s  do ing wha t you said? )  
If he b een ' tackin ' [ attacking ] yo ' , wanta g o  with chew [ sexual ly ] an ' his 

b lood is not right . He ' s  fulla disease . 
(That ' s  the way to get rid of  him? ) 
Yessuh . 
(He ' s a ttacking you, you say? ) 
Yeah, he tryin ' tub see , yo ' unders tan ' . Yo ' been gittin ' [ getting ] money 

outa him but den his b lood is not fitten fo ' yo ' tub have him . Yo ' burn red 
peppah an ' he will go ' way from yo re home an' yo ' won ' t be havin ' no trouble 
' bout him no mo ' . [Memphis ,  Tenn . , (9 4 1) , 15 24 . ]  

12602 . Got some kinda bad disease , yo '  know , an ' yo ' wanta find out is yo ' 
got de bad disease , take some red pepper an' j e s t  go in, lak a crowd is sittin' 

SCATrER RED PEPPER - SEX-DISEASED PERSON LEAVES ROOM 

chairs , an ' de one go t de b ad disease will gi t up an ' 
Fla . ,  (999) , 1616 : 8 . ] 

in heah . Yo ' kin go in 
an' j es '  scatter that red 
peppah yo ' know round de 

go . [ S t .  Petersburg , 

12603 .  Take red peppah ,  j is ' take i t  an '  sprinkle i t  ovah de s tove where yo ' 
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cook at , sprinkle red peppah in de s tove or ei thah throw i t  in de fiah . 

RED PEPPER SPRINKLED INTO STOVE OR FIRE - LAW AWAY 

MAN CAN RID HIMSELF OF RIVAL FOR GIRL 
BY RED PEPPER IN TOE OF RIVAL ' S  SHOE 

(What will that do then? ) 
Dey won' come neah dere . 
(That will keep the law 
away? )  
Sho ' . [Memphis , Tenn . , 
( 940) , 15 22 : 3 . ] 
1 2604 . So , well , ah goes 
on to another man den , an ' 
he learnt me some things 

about how to run a person away from yore p lace of bus iness . Lak if yo ' loved 
a girl friend an ' if  yo ' don ' t wanta be bo thered wi t dis fellah an ' he look 
like he gi tting de bes t holt [hold on her ] , dis fel lah tole me to gi t red pep
p er an ' manage some kind o f  way to slip i t  into de toe of his shoe . See , an ' 
dat will run him away from dis place , an ' everywhere he go - everywhere he ' d 
gi t to her j es '  couldn' t res ' , he j es '  had to keep agoin ' . Well ,  dat ' s de way 
to ge t rid o f  a person , i f  yo ' b o thered wi th ' em an ' don ' t want to be bothered 
wi th ' em .  Dat ' s  de way to get rid o f  dem . [ S t .  Petersburg , Fla . , (995) , 
1606 : 13 . ] 

1 2605 . Now , secondly , the next thing 
per , black p epper and take that and bury 

is to do , that is , to ge t cayenne pep
it wi th Zirriburger root. 

CAYENNE PEPPER - BLACK PEPPER - LIMBURGER ROOT 
BURY UNDER VI CTIM' S STEPS - LAY FIREPLACE BRICK 
ACROSS ROOTS - [ RARE ! ] - VI CTIM MOVES 3- 7 DAYS 

(What kind of  roo t ? )  
Lirriburger root .  
(Lirriburger root? ) 
Yeah ,  Zimburger root . [ Root 
wi th a s trong odor , probab ly 

so  called by some roo t seller . ]  You put those three mixes together and you go 
right under the s tep , and dig a hole and bury i t  and cover i t  up , and put that 
fire b rick - if you can get it - righ t  across i t .  [The fireplace is taken out 
to the s teps ! ]  And i t  has a tendency from two to - from three to seven days . 
Some times they moves . 

(They what? ) 
They move out . [New Orleans , La . ,  (811) , 116 9 : 2 . ] 
12606 . (Will you tell me that again? ) 
Ge t some whi te lodes tone , and when they go , go to  the porch and sprinkle i t ,  

and then come back and ge t some incense and burn i t  and ge t the ashes o ff i t ,  
and mix it  up wi th cayenne pepper . That ' s  what I hear ' em say ,  now, I don ' t 

AFTER PERSON LEAVES - SPRINKLE WHITE LODESTONE AFTER 
BURN INCENSE - MIX ASHES WITH CAYENNE PEPPER - PliT 
UNDER HIS DOORSTEP - HE CANNOT STAY THERE - LEAVES 

know . I haven ' t  d id 
[ i t ] . 
( I  unders tand , I under
s tand . )  

pepper and put i t  under their doors tep 
there . That pepper will cause them to 
to s tay [ away ] . They ' ll wander away . 

Mix i t  up with cayenne 
and that will make them - they can ' t  s tay 
leave and that lodes tone will cause them 
[Vicksburg , Miss . , ( 745) , 1015 : 1 . ]  

1260 7 .  ( I f  anybody is a t  your house , you 
s ay ? )  COFFEE GROUNDS - SNUFF - RE D  PEPPER 

SPRINKLE NEAR UNWANTED GUEST - GOES Yeah , an ' yo ' want ' em tuh go . Dey j is '  
company an ' yo ' don ' want dere company . 

Yo' ll mix yo ' up some cof fee grounds , snuff , red peppah , an' yo ' be ' s  walkin ' 
around ri ght where dey a t , where dey got ta pass any business [and you sprinkle 
this ] an' dey go in ' go away an '  dey ain ' t comin' back dere no mo ' . Dey ain ' t 
comin ' back dere to your house . [Algiers , La . , ( 1602) , 3025 : 7 . ] 
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LYE - RED PEPPER - HEARTS COWGNE 
THROW BEHIND DEPARTING PERSON 

1260 8 .  Jes ' plain lye and this here Hearts 
Co logne , and put a mixture of tha t toge ther 
and put red pepper in i t ,  and throw it away 
from the house . Chase it  [b ill collector , 

law, e tc . ] away dey claim dey never would come back .  
(Keep them away from around the house . )  [Jacksonvi lle , Fla . , (55 2) , 6 90 : 6 . ] 
12609 . I know my b rother did i t .  You kin take a pound o f  b lack pepper - dis 

grain [whole ] pepper - and a pound of sugar . And you kin s i t  down and bite dis 

POUND OF BLACK PEPPERCORNS - POUND OF SUGAR - NEW 
BITE PEPPER GRAINS WANTED - MIX WITH SUGAR - JOB 

POUND OF BLACK PEPPERCORNS - POUND OF BROWN SUGAR 
BOTII NEW - BITE SOME PEPPERCORNS IN TWO - MIX WITH 
BROWN SUGAR - TO KEEP LAW AWAY - AT SUNRISE THROW 
COMING OUT OF HOUSE - AT SUNSET THROW ENTERING HOUSE 

pepper and sugar toge ther 
and put i t  in your pocket 
and go on the j ob .  The 
man will give you a j ob .  
(You say your brothe r did 
that? )  
Yes sir . [Norfo lk ,  Va . , 
( 4 7 6 ) , 49 3 : 3 . ] 
12610 . Dis pepper and 
salt , i t ' ll work two or 
three ways . At sunris e , 
see , you throw i t  going 
out de house ; at sunse t ,  

throw i t  coming in de house , and bootleggers wi ll never bother you .  
(You mean the law , i f  you are bootleggers ? )  
Yes , I mean the law will never bo ther you . I did dat in Feb ruary right  dere 

on Henry s tree t .  
(Well , now ,  how would you us e  that  p epper now? ) 
Jes ' take de grain [who le ] pepper and b i t  i t  in two with your teeth - in half 

with your tee th and mix i t ,  as much as you want of it , wi th a pound box . S ee , 
i f  it ' s  a pound box,  a pound o f  dat [who le black pepper ]  and a pound o f  de b rown 
sugar . When you b i t  dis grain pepper half in two , well you mix it  together . 
Well ,  if you don ' t wan t de law to b o ther you , at s unrise see , you throw it  com
ing out of de house ; at sunse t ,  throw i t  coming in de house . An '  de laws will 
never bother you . 

(That will make the law s tay away . )  
12611. And ge t you a pound of b rown 

there ' s  somepin else goes with i t  - and 

[Norfo lk, Va . , ( 4 76 ) , 49 3 : 4 . ] 
sugar and a pound o f  b lack pepper and -
a pound o f  salt . And you gets that 

POUND OF WHOLE BLACK PEPPER - POUND OF BROWN SUGAR 
POUND OF SALT - ALL 3 NEW - BITE SOME BLACK PEPPERS 
MIX THE 3 - SCATTER IN HOUSE DAY AND NIGHT - NO LAW 

pound of  grain [whole ] 
b lack pepper and you chew 
i t  - b i tes i t  up . Goes 
through the house and mix 
i t  all to gether and sp read 

some in your house every morning and night and he won ' t come dere . 
(What is that supposed to do then? ) 
Keep the law away from the house . [Norfolk ,  Va . , ( 49 0) , 5 25 : 9 . ] 
12612 . Take sugah an' peppah an ' sprinkle it down in dere an ' dey ' ll fus s 

all de time . 
( This man and woman will fuss and figh t ? )  
Yes sir , dey ' ll f us s  an' fight all de time , long as dat sugah an ' s tuff s tays 

round in dere . [Waycross , Ga . , ( 1134) , 1843 : 7 . ] 
126 13 . Whut yo ' go t ta do 

RED PEPPER AND SUGAR BEHIND PERSON - WILL NOT RETURN tuh keep de law away , yo ' 
gotta use dat sugah an ' 

dat cayenne peppah . Dat sugah an' c ayenne peppah will keep ' em away . Ji� throw 
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it  at ' em when dey come in [ ! ] .  Yo ' ain ' t go t nuthin tuh do but yo ' got sompin 
round dis way . [Memphis ,  

RED PEPPER AND SULPHUR BURNED AT HOUSE - CONFUSION 
Tenn . , ( 9 36 ) , 1515 : 8 . ] 
126 14 . Ah ' ve heard peop le 
s ay yo ' could take red pep-

house . Yo ' know red peppah is fusain ' anyway 
an '  throw i t  around de house . Or ei thah burn 
de scent of i t ,  chew know . 

p ah an' throw it round de 
[ causes a fuss ] .  Take red peppah 
i t  an ' sulphur where dey kin git 

(What would that do to them , then? ) 
I t  would cause confusion an ' fusain ' an ' fights . [Fayetteville ,  N .  Car . , 

( 1411) , 25 34 : 14 . ] 
12615 . Take re d pepper an '  sulphur , put i t  in a lit tle bag ,  put i t  all to

ge ther , sew i t  up . An '  yo ' lay i t  right down at de s tep where yo ' have to walk 
over i t ,  goin' in an' comin ' out .  Dat ' ll make yo ' [man and woman ] separate sure 

RED PEPPER - SULPHUR - SEW INTO BAG 
LAY UNDER STEPS - SEPARATION IN HOUSE 

SULPHUR AND RED PEPPER IN BOTH SHOES 
WALK OVER ANYTHING WITHOUT BEING HURT 

as de worl ' [ goes round or something ] .  
(That will cause confus ion ? )  
That will cause confus ion de re . Bust 
up . [ S t .  Petersburg , Fla . , ( 105 7) , 
1716 : 10 . ] 
126 16 . Wel l ,  when yo ' know [ someone ] 
goin ' harm yo ' ,  c omin ' to yore house 
tuh harm yo ' , der e ain ' t nuthin fo ' yo ' 

tuh do , but j es '  take yore shoes o f f , b oth yore shoes , an ' put chew some sul
phur an ' red peppah in ' em an ' wear ' em ,  an ' yo ' kin walk ovah anything . 
[ Florence , S .  Car . , ( 1308) , 2212 : 5 . ] 

126 1 7 .  Go tuh de drugsto ' an ' git 
cayenne peppah - ground-up peppah an' 

chew a box of  new sulphur an '  [new ]  red 
yo ' mix dat sulphur an ' dat peppah up to

NEW SULPHUR - NEW RED PEPPER - MADE INTO BALL 
WEAR IN CALF OF LEG - CAN WALK OVER CUNJURE 

gethah , an' yo ' take i t  an ' make 
a lit tle b all - jes ' a little 
ball . An' yo ' tie i t  in de calf 

de sock .  An' sprinkle a lit tle b i t  in yore 
dat [cunju� ] won ' t go up through dat dere . 

(What will tha t do ? )  

o f  de laig - in de knee part in 
shoe an '  nuthin won ' t go up de re -

Dat will keep yo ' from ke tchin ' whut dey put down [ for you to walk over ] .  
[ Sumte r , s .  Car . , ( 136 8) , 24 20 : 14 . ] 

126 18 . Wel l ,  dey kin take dis heah red peppah , take dis sulphur and , i f  he ' s  
dere in de house ,  don ' t [ le t ]  him know nothin ' about i t ,  she kin make about 9 

RED PEPPER - SULPHUR - SHE MAKES 9 TRIPS ROUN ' 
CIRCUMAMBULATES ? HOUSE - MAKES OATH - MAN LEAVES 

room an ' put it in dere where he don ' t [won ' t ] see 
too hot fo ' h im .  He ' s  go tta go . 

trips roun ' [ circumambulates ] 
her house w i th dis s tuff and 
make a oath .  An ' take dis 
s tuff  an '  carry i t  in her 
i t ,  an '  dat room will git 

(Tha t is the way a woman can ge t rid of her husb and . )  
Yassuh , da t ' s  de way a woman do to git rid o f  her husband . [ St .  Petersburg , 

Fla . ,  ( 995) , 6 0 7 : 3 . ] 
12619 . Dey say yo ' takes 

gethah an ' weah dat under de 
red peppah , gunpowdah , an '  sulphah , an' mix dat to
b o ttom of yore shoe an ' anythin ' . yo '  walk ovah dat 

won ' t take no effec t on yo ' .  Yo ' see , red 
BED PEPPER - SULPHUR - GUNPOWDER peppah , gunpowdah , an '  sulphah . [ Fayette-
IN SHOES - CAN WALK OVER ANYTHING ville , N .  Car . , ( 139 6 ) , 25 10 : 7 . ] 
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126 20 . Red peppah ,  brims tone , sulphur an ' burn i t  an' b low de smoke [ towards 
house ] nex' to ' em an ' [ if people there ] don ' be in dey house - but if  yo ' burn 

RED PEPPER - SULPHUR - BRIMSTONE - NAME : BURN IN YOUR 
HOUSE - BLOW SMOKE TOWARDS NEXT-DOOR HOUS E TO CAUSE 
CONFUS ION - OR GET WORN GARMENT FROM NEXT-DOOR HOUS E 
WRAP IN IT THAT RED PEPPER - SULPHUR - BRIMSTONE AND 
BURY IN THE WOODS UNDER ROTTEN LOG - TO TEAR UP HOME 

it , yo ' kin burn it in 
yore own house an '  name 
i t  an '  b low it nex ' 
their house . Or git 
some o f  de garments of  
de house o r  s omep in 
othah out of de house 

j es ' s ince i t ' s been worn . Well , yo ' git a garment an ' then yo ' wrop de brim
s tone , sulphur an '  red peppah , an '  wrop up in de garment . Take de garments to 
de woods an' bury i t  undah an ' ole ro tten log , an ' that ' ll tear de home up 
altoge thah . 

(You mean after this s tuff is burnt? )  
Yes , in dat ole garment , j es '  since i t  somepin out de house . Den de peop le 

all in de house - de man or de woman - wel l ,  yo ' j es '  take it an '  bury it in 
de woods undah a ole rot ten log . 

( Tha t  is after you burn all that s tuff? ) 
Yes , put i t  in that garment .  [Sumte r ,  S .  Car . , ( 1384) , 24 : 6 1 . ] 
126 2 1 .  I f yo ' wants tub draw de customers to de place , yo ' git some sulphur 

an ' burn dat sulphur in de fo ' corne rs of de house or de s to '  an ' den take some 

PEPPER [BLACK] - SALT - SALTPETER - UNDER DOORS TEPS 
SULPHUR BURN IN 4 CORNERS HOUSE OR ON STOVE - TRADE 

de cus tomers . [ Savannah , Ga . , ( 12 71) , 215 1 : 7 . ] 

sulphur an ' s al t  an ' b lack 
pepper an' put right in 
de do ' underneat ' de 
s teps an ' dat will draw 

126 2 2 .  I f  you mix cayenne p epper , sulphur , asafetida and sprinkle this com
pound in the 4 corners o f  a �, the person living in it will move out . [ Rich
mond , 29 3 : 2 . ] 

12623 . A man said i f :  I could take a needle and 3 grains of  pepper , red 
pepper , de seed of i t ,  and some water and put in it , and s alt , and then a few 

3 RED PEPPER SEED - FEW GRAINS BLACK PEPPER - SALT 
IN BOTTLE - ADD WATER - DROP IN NEEDLE - ON LEAVING 
HOME SHAKE BOTTLE WHILE SAYING , "GOOD LUCK AND GOOD 
PRO SPIRE" [PROSPERITY ] - YOU WILL REALLY GET A JOB 

grains o f  b lack pepper .  
An d  take that needle and 
s tick i t  down in tha t 
bot tle . And when you get 
ready to  go out ,  you go 
and take that bot tle up 

and j is '  shake [ a  magic act ] it up and say ,  " Good luck and good prospire" 
[ p rospe ri ty ] .  And go out . And he said , "You get a j ob . "  The man that told 

me that • • •  and I declare I went and did it , I fixed it up ,  and I declare I git 
the j ob ,  the one I got now . And I ' ve been wi th it over a year . [Wilmington , 
N .  Car . , { 2 42) , 240 : 8+85 . ]  

126 24 . S i ft or crush red pepper pod at door or gate to protect against my 
evil . [ Fredericksburg ,  by  Ediphone , informant half-grown boy when Civil War 
began and was living in what  was to become the B loody Triang le when Lee and 
Grant met ne ar Frederi cksburg , Va . I have a numb er of  ri tes from him, but can
not find his numb er at the moment . ]  

126 25 . Sprinkle red pepper and sulphur in yard to .!2J1. any cunjure "plante d" 
there . [Wilmington 1 35 : 4+85 . ]  

126 26 . [ I f someone ] fixes de house , all you do is put some red peppah in de 
ground and then le ft  i t .  

(Where would you put this red pepper? ) 
In de ground right to de door . Dat s catter dem from dere . 
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(That makes them move . )  [ Savannah , Ga . , (543) , 6 78 : 3 . ] 

437 3 

126 27 . Git some c ayenne peppah an ' throw it up undah de do ' , an '  dey goin ' 
be gone by Sat 'day night or ah ain ' t  heah. [New Orleans 2832 : 9 . ] 

126 28 . Well,  den , i f  yo ' wan ta run ' im ,  yo ' g o  [ ge t ]  de red peppah , dat cay
enne peppah lak ah tel l  yo ' ,  see . He ain ' t got no use to run in dere . Yo ' j es '  
sprinkle i t .  [Savannah 2 155 : 2 . ] 

126 29 . To keep the law away - its a dirt [you buy ] . Now ,  if  the law ever 
once came to [you ] doah an ' [you ] sweeps some [ o f  this ] on ' em an' red peppah 
b ehind ' em,  they don' t come b ack no more . I f  dey come back ag ' in ,  dey don ' t 
come b ack ag ' in [ the same way ] dey come [ to ]  anothe r doah . An ' that [ same 
thing also ] keep enemies away . [Richmond 325 : 2 . ]  

126 30 . I f  you throw red pepper in departing pers on ' s tracks , he will s tay 
away or cannot hurt you. [ Richmond 29 3 : 6 . ]  

126 31 . Throw red pepper about door and wish for person to stay away . 
[Pete rsburg 4 2 2 : 7 . ]  

126 32 . An '  yo ' kin sprinkle cayenne peppah in yore chair where yo ' sit at , 
an ' roun ' yore bed , an ' yo ' ll begin takin ' wit a itch ,  an ' if yo ' j is '  continue 
on s tayin ' dere , why y o ' ll b reak out wi t sores . No doc tah [M. D . ] cain ' t do yo ' 
any good . Dey [who put the powde r ]  git rid o f  yo ' .  [Memphis 15 20 : 10 . ] 

126 3 3 .  Throw red pepper into f ire and persons living there will move or 
guest will soon depar t .  [Norfolk 5 25 : 12 . ] 

12 634 . B urn red pepper in house to ward off al l evi l .  [Wilmington 227 : 5+85 . ]  
126 35 . Wear a pod of red pepper in each shoe as a pro tec tion agains t walk

ing ove r  any "planted" C!'Unjure . [Wilmington 14 3 :  3+85 . ] 
126 36 , Dey said puts red peppah in each shoe , an '  said dat ' ll kill dat 

[ aunjure ] . 
{ I f  you walked ove r anything it wouldn ' t hurt you? ) 
Yeah , dey sai d  i t  wouldn ' t hurt yo ' . [Wi lson 2672 : 7 . ] 
126 3 7 .  Wear red pepper in shoes and you can walk over anything . [New 

Orleans 12 38 : 3 . ] 
12638 . Ground red pepper is worn in shoes against cunjure . [ Richmond 

35 4 : 6 . ] 
12639 . Black pepper worn in shoes pro tec ts you against wit chcraf t .  [ Snow 

Hill 2 : 8 . ] 
12640 . Get some red peppe r ,  put i t  in the bo ttom of  your shoe ; nobody can 

do you no harm . [ Vicksburg 1045 : 4 . ] 
126 4 1 . A man poisoned [ hoodooed ] in whiskey had a spell every change of the 

�; he was given red-pepper tea as a �· [ Richmond 325 : 11 . ] 
12642 . Bury 3 pods of red pepper , one at front door and one at each front 

side of house ; then put a pod o f  red pepper in each 4 corners o f  the house in
.!!!!!.• [ 7  pods are b uried . ] Keeps law away . [Washington , D . C .  828 : 7 . ] 

12643 . Fill a s tocking with crushed red peppers and sprinkle vinegar on ,  

and !!!£ around waist to protect  self against cunjuration . [Wilmington 125 : 1+85. ] 
1264 4 .  Wel l ,  yo ' take some sulphur , red peppah , an ' sprinkle i t  roun' yore 

do ' s where yo ' come in , yo ' do ' , an '  dat ' ll kill dat . 
(Anything tha t ' s put dOwn. ) [Waycross 176 4 : 7 . ] 
12645 . Well ,  you takes sulphur and red pepper and � it to your doorstep , 

and they never will bother you no way atall [ at all ] , de law man ,  no thing . 
Uiaycross 1 765 : 14 . ] 

12646 . If somebody put somepin down an '  dey want chew tub walk ovah i t .  If 
J • put sulphur an '  peppah in yore shoes , i f  they put i t  down fo ' yo ' , anywhere , 
an' yo1 can' t locate i t .  [ Fayet teville 25 2 3 : 10 . ] 

12647 . I f  yo ' think s omeone tryin ' tub harm . yo ' an '  yo ' wanta protect yo ' 
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self , wear sulphur an' red peppah in yore shoes . Dey can ' t harm yo ' . [B runs
wick 2060 : 6 . ]  

12648 . Yo ' kin git some red peppah an ' sulphur an ' � i t  in de bot tom of 
yo ' shoes . 

(What is tha t supp osed to do then ? )  
I t  supposed t uh  turn back all poison . 
(If  you walk over anything , i t  wouldn ' t  harm you. ) [ Florence 2182 : 15 . ]  
12649 . Wear red pepper and sulphur in your shoes as a prote c tion against 

walking over  aunjUPe . [Wilmington 2 2 8 : 6+85 . ]  
12650 . Git some red peppah an ' sulphur an '  wear it in yore shoe , � either 

yo ' kin gi t a [ silver ] dime an ' wear it round yore laig.  That ' ll �e@P ' em from 
hurtin ' yo ' .  [Waycross 175 7 : 15 . ]  

1265 1 .  Red pepper an' sulphur wear it in your shoe or either around your 
waist • • •  nobody in de world will ever bother you ; ah don ' t kee r [ care ] how many 
roo ts you [ the o ther pers on ]  go t ,  i t  [what you do here ] will ki Z Z  ' em .  [ Jack
sonville 76 2 : 7 . ] 

1265 2 . Git red peppah an ' saltpeter an' � an ' Epsom salt an ' sulphur . 
Dey � it all up together an '  j is '  put aroun ' where they bees [ are ] an ' that 
� up their luck . [Li ttle Rock , 146 7 : 3 . ]  

1265 3 .  Red peppe r ,  sugar and whi te gunpowder sprinkle around the hous e to 
keep the law away . [Memphis 155 3 : 4 . ] 

1265 4 .  Another way - the other way , take their names and put i t  into pepper 
s auce . Yo ' know pepper sauce yo ' put ovah hot foot - hot peppe r .  

( In a bot tle like Tabas co Sauce . )  
PEPPER SAUCE - NAME IN BOTTLE WITH 
SAYING, I WANT 'EM CONFUSED - BURY 

In a bot t le . An ' put i t  there [ saying ] de 
s ame way [words ] .  Put their names on there 
and put it in the re , and then bury it . Yo ' 

want confus ion : "I want ' em confused" in dis ho t s tuff  [ and bury i t ] . [Mob ile , 

9 DROPS OF PEPPER SAUCE IN BOTTLE - STOP UP 
GO UNDER HOUSE - BURY UPSIDE DOWN - MOVE THEM 

Ala . , ( 66 8) , 88 2 : 7 . ] 
12655 . Yo ' git chew dis peppah ,  
peppah sauce , an ' yo ' git a te a
spoon an '  yo ' put nine drops o f  

d a t  peppah sauce in dat teaspoon an ' s top i t  up i n  a bot tle . Go undah de house 
an ' b ury it upside down . Dat ' ll move ' em - move anything yo ' p lease , anyone yo ' 

PERFUME : HEARTS PERFUME - PUT SPOONFUL OF SALT IN 
RUB IT DOWN BEFORE YOUR FACE - IT ENTICES GIRL 

wanta do . [Algiers , La . ,  
( 1593) ' 2995 : 1 . ]  
12656 . Yo ' kin gi t a bo ttle 
o f  this Hearts Perfume an '  
put cha a sp oonful o f  tab le 

salt fed to �nimals ] in it an' dab 
your face - do this way , like that 

(Then what? ) 

salt [ f ine sal t ,  not course 
it on , an ' as you walk out , rub it down befo ' 
[ demonstrates ] . 

And as you do tha t ,  their love grows toward you . 
(Well ,  doesn ' t he have to do anything to her at all? ) 

Yes , sir . S ure , i t  will entice her . 
(How? ) 
With tha t  - us in' that , see , wi ll enti ce her towards you , make her git 

closer to you . [Mobile , Ala . , ( 66 6 ) , 8 7 7 : 10 . ] 
1265 7 .  Jes ' lak i f  yo ' knew of a person an ' 

an ' i f  he isn ' t there or i f  he ain ' t there , yo ' 
' nint [ anoin t ]  chureself lak dis [ demons trates ] 
[ demonst rates ] .  

he down . Yo ' go to his place 
take that perfume with yo ' an ' 
dress yo ' self j e s '  lak that 
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PERFUME - ANOINT FACE DOWN 3 TIMES - WIN HIS MONEY 
( Down your face and down 
on your body . )  
That ' s  right , down on yore 

face and do it lak that , an' do it three times . An ' then yo ' wait fo ' him an ' 
whatsoever he go t  yo ' wi ll win it . [ S t . Petersburg , Fla . , ( 9 7 7) , 1582 : 2 . ] 

12658 . Like yo ' might have a girl fren ' an '  some other girl . Yo ' might b e  
wi t chure girl fren ' an '  yo ' like her o r  somepin , an ' yo ' wanta b e  on d e  good 

PERFUME IS POWER HERE - 3 HANDKERCHIEFS THE OBJECTS 
MAN HAS GIRL - LIKES HER GIRL FRIEND BETTER - BUYS 
3 HANDKERCHIEFS - ON FIRST PUT FIRST GIRL ' S  INITIAL 
BURIES - ON SECOND INITIAL OF SECOND GIRL - PERFUME 
SWISH AT HER - CHEW JOHN DE CONXAH WHILE DOING THIS 

side of  dis girl . Dis 
girl might be a fren ' to 
dis other girl,  but chew 
want dis other girl . Yo ' 
go an ' buy yo ' a pocket 
han ' ke ' ch ' ef ,  in o ther 
words yo ' buy three pocket 

han ' ke ' ch' efs , 
' ni tial of dis 
ch ' ef . 

see . Yo ' take dis pocket han ' ke ' ch ' ef ,  de firs t one , an '  put de 
girl yo ' like , yo ' wanna gain love wi th , in dis pocke t han ' ke ' -

(What do you use to put the ini tial in there ? )  
We ll , yo ' can s tamp i t  in dere , embroider i t  dere , anyway yo ' wanta put i t  n 

in dere . An '  yo ' bury dis firs t pocke t handkerchie f ,  yo ' see . Yo ' take dis 
second pocke t han ' ke ' ch ' ef an ' yo ' do de same ,  yo ' put dis ' ni tial in dere any
way yo ' prefer to put i t  in dere , and yo ' offer her de second pocket han ' ke ' 
chie f .  Wel l ,  she - in o ther words she may refuse dis han ' ke ' ch ' ef .  But yo ' 
take de third one yo ' self an '  put chure ' ni tial in it  an ' yo ' keep dis pocket 
han ' ke ' ch ' ef an '  use de same thing . Yo ' take any kin' high-priced perfume an '  
put in dis han ' ke ' ch ' ef .  Put two drops on i t  o r  one perhaps , but two be ' s  s till 
s tronger . We ll,  if  she refus e dis han ' ke ' ch ' ef wi t her ' ni tial in i t ,  yo ' bury 
i t  wi t de han ' ke ' ch ' ef whut chew bury wit her ' ni tial in i t ,  yo ' see ; but chew 
take dis one yo ' got yo ' self wi t chure ' ni tial in it  an ' yo ' - yo ' know if yo ' 
go t de privilege to go see her , well , when yo ' enter taining her , yo ' j es '  take 
dat han ' ke ' ch ' ef , pull i t  out chure pocket an '  sorta , yo ' know , flash i t  ' cross 
her face so she gi t de s cent of dis perfume , yo ' see .  An '  use dis John de Con
kah root yo ' call i t .  Chew i t  yo ' see , or perhaps she may b e  de kind like to 
kiss or somepin . Well , yo ' can kis s  her an ' chew on dis root . Yo ' gains love 
like dat .  [Mob ile , Ala . , ( 661) , 864 : 2 . ] 

12659 . You kin buy some Jo ckey Club . 
(Jack of Club s  or Jockey Club ? )  
Jockey Club perfume and j us t  keep asprinkling that on it - around i t .  
( The house? What will that do ? )  
They won ' t bother you .  
(Keeps  the law away . )  [ Vicksb urg , Mis s . ,  (5 36) , 100 7 : 13 . ] 
12660 . Pulverize persimmon bark and sugar , and one teaspoonful of  sulphur. 

Put that on yore s tove , on de top o f  your s tove , on a Monday and Wednesdays . 
That ' s to get a j ob .  Then you hold i t  and then you always kin pick up - getting 

PERSIMMON BARK - SUGAR - SULPHUR 
BURN MONDAYS AND WEDNESDAYS FOR JOB 

j obs . 
(Well , what i f  you have a j ob ? )  
I t  will cause you t o  pick up more , cause 
you to pick up more , cause you get more 

extra j obs . [ This shows a chronic condi tion of the times , the Great Depression , 
there were few j obs for these peop le , and had there been permanent j obs , few 
were trained to hold them. For ty years later , as I wri te ,  conditions have not 
improved much . ] [Mob ile , Ala . , (666) , 8 76 : 10 . ] 

1266 1 .  Wel l ,  I ' ll tell you .  I f  you ' re se llin' liquor , you can go ahead and 



4 376 - Memoirs of Alma Egan Hyatt Foundation -

sell i t  and have de house fixed so when dey [officers o f  the law ] come dey can ' t 

PERSIMMON TREE BARK - TIE TO DOORSTEPS 
KEEPS LAW AWAY - IF YOU ARE BOOTLEGGING 

come in . 
(How can you do that? ) 
We ll , you j es '  git you some uh , you 
go to a ' simmon [persimmon ] tree , you 

git a ' simmon tree , the bark , and tie it to de s tep - don ' t put it way under de 
s tep - and dey can ' t come in until you git everything out de way . [ The magic 
here c ould be , you mus t get this  bark while the tree has unripe p ers immons on 
i t .  B i te into one of them and you will leave the others alone . ]  [Wilmington , 
N .  Car . , ( 265) , 26 1 : 3+85 . ]  

1 266 2 .  She take three li ttle 
them undah the doahs tep of  these 

' simmon [persimmon ] swi tches , an ' she could put 
peop le house , an ' le t it  s tay , an' i t ' ll split 

PERSIMMON SWITCHES 3 UNDER DOOR WHIP DWELLERS OUT 
' em up . They say it ' ll j is ' 
woop [whip ] ' em an ' buses 
[= busts = burs ts ] ' em up . 

[A pencil note  of mine reads : "See put ting oak b ranch in grave of murdered man 
to whip murderer to death ,  from Charles ton , S .  Car . See No . 75 0 7 , p . 329 1 ,  v . 4 . ] 
[Wilming ton , N .  Car . , ( 189) , 9 1 : 4+85 . ]  

1266 3 .  All right , if  yo ' go t this thing dey call de a - we call i t  ole di-
arrhea or dysentery , go tub a persimmon tree an '  git chew six switches . Yo ' kin 

SWITCHES 6 FROM PERSIMMON TREE CHEW 
SWALLOW JUI CE - CURES ANY DIARRHEA 

have i t  on yo ' today an' da t go down in 
yore s tomach an ' den yore bowel b e  choked 
up an ' de doctor [M. D . ] can ' t hardly b reak 
i t .  Yo ' go tub a persimmon tree an ' git 

chew six switches offa dere an ' don ' t peep ? ' em,  unders tan ' , take dem [ j us t  as 
they are ] an ' chew ' em an '  swallow de j uice . An' when yo ' swallow dat j uice a t  
night befo ' s undown , yo ' won ' t know yo ' g o t  n o  such a thing a s  [running off] . 
Yo ' won ' t know yo ' have i t .  Yore bowels will b e  tied up , tied up in a knot j e s ' 
lak dat kno t [ informant refers to a knot of  some sort ] . Tie yo ' j es '  lak dat .  
Yo ' go tta take salts an ' all tub loosen up yore bowels ag ' in .  Dat whut ' s immon 
tree is good fo ' . [ I  do not know the meaning of the preceding word peep . Some
thing is done to persimmon switches before using them. What? For one of  them 
see following rite . ] [ Fayet teville , N .  Car . ,  ( 14 3 3) , 2596 : 4 . ]  

INTO 9 KNOTCHES ON PERSIMMON STICK 
WEAVE 9 YARDS BLACK THREAD - LUCK 

1266 4 . (The pers immon bush? ) 
Dat ' s  de ' s immon tree . Take dose an ' cut 
nine no tches in ' em an '  take yo ' nine yards 
of b lack thread , an '  yo ' fold it in dere in 

eve ry one of dem, cross ' em on dis side [demonstrates ] ,  make it up tight , put 
dat las t lak dat . [ Demons trates by tying so tha t weaving round kno ts will not 
unravel . ]  [Wilson , N .  Car . , ( 15 15 ) , 2682 : 6 . ] 

12665 . (In that gamb ling game if somebo dy 
PERSPIRATION AND PERFUME ON YOURS has a b e t ter charm than mine , could I kill 
KILLS AN OPPONENT ' S  GAMBLING HAND this charm in any way ? )  

Easy . Yo ' kin kil l this very easy , that is 
when yo ' gambling . Yo ' takes a li ttle perfume in a bottle an ' c arry that with 
you . Yo ' rub yours [ gamb ling piece ] in your hands . Yo ' take tha t piece [gam
bling hand] off an '  yo ' rub it  in your hands , put a lit tle more perfume on i t . 
Jes ' have i t  so dey kin smell i t , see , an '  by yo ' being perspiring yore odor 
is invo lved with i t ,  an '  that takes his [hand] too . 

(That wi ll kill his charm. ) [ S t .  P e te rsburg , Fla . , ( 1025) , 166 1 : 4 . ] 
12666 . An' de woman takes de watah from [ under ]  her ahm. Take a rag an ' 

git watah . Takes a rag an ' she take a b ath from undah her ahm an ' her person . 
Well , now , she ' ll take dat watah an '  she won ' take a whole lo t ta i t ,  j is '  take 
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enough tuh git enough tuh do dirty work , yo ' see . She ' ll take dat watah an ' 

4 3 7 7  

when d e  man come tuh f ix 
HER UNDERARM PERSPIRATION AND ELSEWHERE IN HIS FOOD 
GIT ENOUGH TUH DO DIRTY WORK • • •  DAT ' LL KEEP HIM HOME 

his food , she ' ll have dat 
watah se t tin '  maybe some
where . She ' ll take dat 

an ' she ' ll put it ovah his food . Dat ' ll keep him home an ' keep him in touch 
with he r ,  keep him lovin ' he r mo ' an ' mo ' .  [Algiers , La . , ( 1602) , 3024 : 10 . ] 

1266 7 .  Well , dey say yo ' kin take a s i lk han ' ke ' Ch ' e f an ' rub it into a 
s trand an ' when she mee ts dis man , she kin continually t ake dat rag an '  puttin ' 

SILK HANDKERCHIEF SHE WIPES UNDER ARMS - IN JOINTS 
ROILS IT UP - SWISHES IN HIS FACE - DESIRES HER ONLY 

it  ' bout his haid an ' 
face , switchin ' [ swish
ing? ] i t  ovah his face 
yo ' know , an ' some time 

hit him cross de face wit i t  [ dangerous for eyes ] an ' take dat rag an' wipe i t  
undah he r arms an ' about her j oints , an ' git de perspiration of  herself - an '  
he won ' t have any desire fo ' anothah woman . 

(She takes this handkerchie f and rolls i t  up into a s trand , you say . )  
An '  den j es ' wipe in undah her arms an ' her j oints . 
(And then j ust wave s i t  around him. ) [ Faye t tevi lle , N .  Car . , ( 1408) , 25 31 : 5 . ] 
1266 8 .  All right , ' bout love again . I f  a man asleep an ' a woman love dis 

man - yo ' know , want dis man tuh love her , if he sleep , every two or three 

WHILE HE SLEEPS SHE CROSSES UNDER HIS NOSE 3 TIMES 
HER UNDERARMS AND DOWN-BELOW SCENT WIPED ON CLOTH 
AT THIRD CLOTH CROSSING SAYS : COME UNDER MY COMMAND 
ALSO CALLS HIS NAME SOFTLY BUT DOES NOT AWAKEN HIM 

cross his nose , while he ' s  s till in bed,  three times . 
take an '  shake i t  an ' say ,  "Come undah mah command . "  

nigh ts , she take an '  git 
de s cen t of hers elf down 
here an ' unde rneath heah . 
( Down below and under her 
arms ? )  
Yes sir . An ' will go 

An' den de third time 

( She rub s her hand up under his nose , while he ' s  asleep - three times . )  
An' he inhald [ inhales ] i t . 
(And the third time she says , " Come under my command . " )  
An ' she goin ' call him an ' make him answer her , s ee .  
(But she says , " Come unde r my command , "  while he s leeps through . )  
Yes , certainly , but he ain ' t goin ' answer ,  yo ' know , mos t men as leep while 

dey wakin ' up . Jes ' lak his name , John , Bill or Joe . [ S avannah , Ga . ,  ( 12 5 2) , 
2126 : 10 . ] 

12669 . If someone is kinda cranky with someone 
wi t someone . Well , a man or a woman kin naturally 

- dat ' s mean , kind o f  mean 
go tuh work an '  dey dissolve 

[wash out ] a rag - dese  
clothes [ cloths ] ,  yo ' 
know whu t dat means . Yo ' 

ODOR FROM UNDER EITHER ARM OR FEET - CONQUERS PERSON 
GIVE IT IN WATER OR WHISKEY - YOU CAN AL SO DRINK IT 

kin wipe undah yore arms 
but yo ' mus t not do i t  aftah a clean bath .  De odor undah yore arms must ketch 
in dis dissolve [water f rom rag ] - either arm. An ' yo ' don ' have tuh wipe undah 
de arms . An '  yo ' kin take - natural ly yo ' kin take de same clo th an ' wipe ' tween 
yore toes . Den yo ' kin wipe in undah de bo t tom of yore fee t ,  but chew got ta git 
de odor from dose fee ts . An' yo ' kin drink de same s tuff right along with ' em, 
an' dey ' ll follow yo ' . 

(What do you do with tha t ,  after you wipe that s tuff o ff ? )  
Put i t  in some water o r  whiskey o r  anything e lse , s ince [ j ust s o ]  yo ' git i t  

down ' em.  
Ah had a boy one time - mah mothah wuz a Indian woman , an' he used to  b eat 
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me every day .  An '  mah mo thah knowed a whole lo t about things , an ' she learnt 
me how to do it . [And I did this . ] An' ah b eat it in good , an '  he followed 
me . An '  he fo llows me up to today , an '  dat ' s  been ovah fo ' ty yeahs ago . 

(This b oy ? )  
W e  wuz boys then. 
( That is  how you conquered him? ) 
De same way ah tole yo ' j es ' now . 
( That is the way you conquere� that boy ,  made a friend o f  him? ) 

Why shore , an '  we friends today . [ S umter , s .  Car . , ( 1385 ) , 246 3 : 6 . ] 
126 70 . Well, j es '  whatevah b ecomes o f  de pho tograph,  dat ' s  goin ' tub become 

o f  yo ' .  
( I f  you burn that photograph then? )  
Well , yo ' git  burnt up . Jes ' whatevah b ecomes o f  i t ,  da t ' s whut will be come 

o f  yo ' . [ Faye tteville , N .  Car . , ( 14 2 1) , 256 1 : 3 . ] 
126 71 .  Ah underst an ' about de snail an ' a person ' s  pho to .  Well , yo ' kin 

take a photo an' bury it upside down in de graveyard , an ' yo '  take a snail an ' 

PHOTO BURIED UPSIDE DOWN IN GRAVEYARD TO DRAG VI CTIM 
AFTER WRITING HIS NAME 9 TIMES - SNAIL - STEEL DUST 

yo ' git some stee Z dust 
an '  yo ' wri te dat indivi
dual name down an '  yo ' 
glue i t  onto de snail yo ' 

see . An '  whatsomevah yo ' make yore wish , whatsomevah yo ' wants tub,  yo ' know , 
make i t  fo ' .  If yo '  want a person tub drag lak dat [ snail ] an '  as dat snail 
crawl yo ' see an ' de pi cture fade away , wel l ,  dat person will j is '  drag un til 
dey die . 

(You do those two things but you don' t do anything to the photograph at all 
excep t bury it in the graveyard . ) 

Yo ' take de photograph an '  yo ' write de person name on it nine times , an '  i f  

yo ' want ' em tub drag or s ompin , why yo ' write whatsomevah yo ' want , yo ' know , 
tub happen tub ' em, an ' turn i t  upside down [ and bury i t ]  in de graveyard . 

An' probab ly,  maybe somebody whut chew know died bad yo ' see . Yo ' turn it , 
point i t  tub where dey died [buried? ] at yo ' unders tan ' , upside down . An' yo ' 
take de snail an ' yo ' git some s tee Z dus t  an '  yo ' wri te dere name down on a piece 
of  p ap ah  an '  yo ' put dat s tee Z  dust in dere , an '  yo ' take i t  - glue i t ,  yo ' 
know , onto de snail . An '  yo ' see , yo ' know , a snai l crawl away slow ; an ' j is '  
as dey [ the snail] crawl an' dat pic ture fades away , well , dose peop le will drag 
an ' dey ' 11 pass out . 

( Do you wri te this in any spe ci al way , with j us t  an ordinary pencil or what? ) 
Wel l ,  yo ' could wri te i t  with b lue ink if yo ' wanted tub . [Algiers , La . ,  

( 15 86) ' 29 65 : 2 . 1 
126 7 2 .  � that [ a  tintype] upside down in the graveyard • • • you ' ll go away . 

[New Orleans 1 146 : 9 . ] 
126 7 3 .  You can take a tintype picture of a person and go out in any place 

and � that pic ture ; and !!. that pi cture fades o f f  the tin you begin to ge t 
si ck and finally you' ll �· [New Orleans 1348 : 3 . ] 

126 74 . Photograph bottom upwards b uried under f ron t steps for 9 days -
"you soon be gone . "  [ To send away or to kill . ] [Richmond 292 : 10 . ] 

12675 . Ah heard ' em say dat chew could take yore photograph , tintype only 
whut chew use fo ' dat , de tintype . Dat ' s  all ah heard about de photograph , an ' 
yo '  take dat an ' � it s tandin ' up , haid down , an ' dey say dat will kill yo ' . 
Dat ' s  whut dey say . [Memphis , 2815 : 4 . ] 

126 76 . Yo ' kin git a person ' s  picture an '  turn de picture down on de hai d ;  
j e s ' dig yo ' a � an' � de picture down on de � an '  dat person won ' t 
live long.  Jes ' as dat picture fades away , dey fade s away . [ Florence 2212 : 16 . ] 
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126 7 7 . Kin take de photograph an ' if a person is away from home , an '  yo ' 
wanta see would dey come home , ah heard dat yo ' kin take dat photograph a� 
wear it into yore shoe - wear i t  in yore shoes on de right fee t ,  an' dey say 
dey 1 11 have tuh come home . [Wilson 2666 : 5 . ] 

126 7 8 .  Yo ' kin t ake a person ' s  pic ture , if yo ' angry with ' em,  yo ' kin take 
dere pic ture an' take an '  shoot i t  an 1 i t  won ' t be  long befo 1 dat dey ' ll  linger 
an' die . [Wilson 2653 : 20 . ]  

126 79 .  A person could take one o f  yore pho tograph or picture an '  bo ' a hole 
in a tree an ' � yo '  some harm an' put dis picture in de � an '  after so 
many days when de tree close yo ' ll die - j es ' , yo ' know , pine away an' die . 

(Do they put a peg in that hole or anything? )  
Yes sir , p e g  d e  ho le up after i t  - put tin ' dis picture in dere an' shet dis 

hole up . [Brunswick 2012 : 4 . ] 
126 80 . They can take your picture and nail it � a !!!!_, and I don ' t care 

where he ' d  b e  a t ,  he ' ll come back to her . [ Intention is the magic power here . ]  
[ Richmond 45 8 : 10 . ] 

12681 . Take dat pic ture an' � it up in a tree , an '  yo ' kin take an' shoot 
at i t .  Take an '  shoo t dat picture five times an ' dat person ' s picture yo ' 
shoot , dat person will drop daid . [Florence 2212 : 16b . ] 

126 82 . Take de pho tograph an ' put it diffe rent heights � a ordinary � 
at a certain dist ances an ' goes ahead an ' shoots i t .  

Or yo ' take dat s ame pho tograph an '  � it fulla needles , see , on de side 
of  s ome dead [de lapidated and deserted] bui l-din ' or on de side of  some livin ' 
tree - sompin dat will j es '  pain [needles  cause pain ] . [Wilson 2682 : 5 . ] 

----126 83 . Yo ' kin take a person ' s  pho tograph - ah had a fellah ' s pho tograph an '  
ah didn' t love him, an '  ah wanted tuh gi t rid o f  him, an' ah carried i t  an '  nail 
it up � de no ' th side of de tree , an ' we broke up friendship . [Wilson 266 8 : 3 . ] 

126 8 4 .  Or ei ther git their picture an' � it backwards to de wall,  face to 
de wall , in a dark place , wi thout anybody see i t ,  an' they ' ll re turn . [Memphis 
26 75 : 7 . ]  

126 85 . Bury pho tograph face down to drown [ surely i t  must be buried under 
shallow water , or where water  will soon run over it  - the tide here on the E as t
ern Shore of Maryland . ]  [ Snow Hill 13 : 8 . ] 

12686 . Yo ' take a tintrpe photograph an '  nail i t  tuh a tree or throw i t  in 
de rivah an '  dat person will die . [ Fayetteville , 2504 : 8 . ] 

126 87 . Photo ,  over glass of water , unde r  bed,  turn i t  bo ttom upwards [ face 
down ] , bring to yo ' . [Memphis , hoodoo woman No . 960 , 1545 : 15 . ] 

126 88 .  All righ t ,  yo ' kin draw de pichure of dat � an'  yo ' kin git chew 
a b rand-new papah o f  pins an' wri te his name on dere an' pin him up .  Pin him 
up ovah de head o f  de do ' where dey transferin ' back an ' fo ' th a t ,  an '  yo ' kin 
draw him back . [Memphis - Informant No . l5 29a who gave No . 210 1 ,  p . 6 10 ,  v . l ,  
this No . 6  p robab ly on same cylinder . ]  

126 89 . ( Do what? ) 
You kin take a pigeon ' s b lood,  you know. 
And you take nine drops o f  a pigeon' s b lood an' take you some - just like you 

urinated or somepin like tha t . You t ake nine drops o f  that pigeon ' s blood and 

PIGEON BLOOD - 9 DROPS OF - WOMAN TAKES - AND MAN ' S 
URINE - MAKES HIM DO WHAT SHE WANTS - OR STAINS HIS 
RAHE WITH PIGEON BLOOD - TIES TO PIGEON - AS LONG AS 
IT FLIES IF HE HAS WAVERISH MIND - IF IT DIES HE DIES 

you drop it down in 
there . See , anywhere 
what you want .a to go -
that' s considered like 
a woman want a man ,  you 
understand . She ketch 

pigeon ' s b lood and she takes your urinate and put it down in there , an' jus t  do 
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any way she wan ta use you . 
you. You unders tand . 

(How? ) 

Any way she wants to do with you , she could do with 

' Cause she have your name and that b lood , you know, all mixed up together 
with that urinate . S ee .  And then they could take you , with that pigeon ' s b lood 
again and p lant you with that b lood . You understand? Put your name and s tain 
it wi th the pigeon b lood and then they tie [ that to pigeon and ] unloose that 
pigeon and le t that pigeon go . Den see , long as that pigeon flying , you j ust 
flying and going with a waverish mind , you unders tand . That pigeon j us t  flying 
everywhere but s till you don ' t know what i t  is all about . You see . And you 
they got you tied up with pigeon blood , j ust  long as i t  fly .  

[ I turn o f f  machine too quickly . ]  
(What did you say then? ) 
S ee , like the pigeon ' ll  die , yo ' ll die too . [New Orleans , La . , ( 871) , 1413 : 2 .] 
1269 0 . De b lood from a pigeon - yo ' kin take a pigeon an' if  yo ' wanta kill 

anyb ody , yo ' kin take a pigeon an' s ti ck him undah his wing an ' gi t de b lood . 

WRITE VICTIM' S INITIALS USING PIGEON BLOOD 
RELEASE BIRD AT DOOR - ALSO VI CTIM' S LIFE 

An' git a person name an' go to his 
do ' an ' write his ' nitial wit de 
b lood of dat pigeon an' turn de 
pigeon loose- why it kill him • • •  

when he come out [ pigeon flies away ] . Undah dat pigeon b lood,  he won ' t transfer 
[ continue to go as with oldtime streetcar trans fers ] undah dat pigeon ' s blood 
long . [Waycross ,  Ga . ,  ( 1110) , 17 84 : 2 . ] 

1269 1 .  I f  a man wanta ke tch ' is wife , j es '  l ak  in some act o r  ' nothah , den 
yo ' takes oak ashes . Take oak ashes an '  pine s traw [ dried needle on ground , 

PINE NEEDLES [ DRY ONES ON GROUND - CALLED SHATTERS ] 
AND OAK ASHES - PUT IN CAN SIEVE [ CAN  WITH SEVERAL 
NAIL HOLES IN BOTTOM] - POUR WATER OVER - LET OIL 
RUN OVER - MAN DOES THIS TO CATCH HIS WOMAN AND MAN 

also called shatters in 
the S outh ] . An '  yo ' take 
an '  put dose oak ashes 
ovah dem an '  yo ' puts one 
hole in de can an '  let de 
can leak aftah yo ' puts 

watah in dere . Den yo ' takes oil an ' yo ' puts oil - po ' s  oil ovah dat an ' le t 
de oil run through , an ' den as de oil mee ts wit dis heah s traw an ' oil an ' 
s traw mix wit dis watah dat he has p o ' d on dere , den dat will cause dis man 
an' woman tuh go tuhge thah . An '  de day he would po ' de oil in - see , he done 
put de watah in dere an ' le t de watah drip through de straw an '  oak ashes . Den 
he puts de oil in dere , an '  den at de minute dat he puts dis oil in dere an '  de 
oil drip through tuh de ashes , den dis heah woman she ' ll b e  wantin tuh git tuh 
dis man ,  but now de woman she ' ll have tuh b urn dese ashes . See , he ' ll git huh 
tuh burn de ashes fo ' him . An '  den she ' ll b e  wantin ' tuh git tuh dis othah man , 
an '  whenevah she gits wit him, den he goes where dey ' s at  • • •  tuh fin '  dem den . 
Wheresomevah - if he fin ' dem dey ' l l  b e  tuhgethah . 

(Just associating together . )  
Yes . [ Faye tteville , N .  Car . , ( 139 1) , 2495 : 9 . ] 
12 692 . Yo ' heard o f  de polecat - a skunk . [ Informant assumes they are the 

same animal, but some comment later . ] Yo ' git dis polecat muss [musk ] .  

POLECAT - ACTUALLY SKUNK HERE - MUSK FROM S CENT BAG 
PUT IN UNWELCOME VISITOR1 S FOOTPRINTS TO KEEP AWAY 

Dis [ this ] muss of a pole
cat is lak a perfume [ like 
the muskox] yo ' know . I t  
smell , yo ' know - loud yo ' 

know. Git dat an ' when he [ rent collecto r  or some unwanted person ] comes back 
to yore house de second time - he ben [b een }  up dere , b een dere de first time 
but he came back de second time . Take dat polec at muss [ from an animal ' s  s cent 
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bag ] an '  j es '  sprinkle i t  aroun ' - sprinkle i t  to ' em [ sprinkle i t  away from 
your house ] .  Yo ' won ' t be  b o thered wit him no mo ' • 

4381 

[Magically this tremendous odor falls into some of visitor ' s firs t-visit  
foo tp rints , which are still a part  of  the visitor and will affec t him , driving 
him away if he re turns . ]  

(You mean anybody that is bo thering you , or col lec ting b ills or anything of  
tha t  s or t ? )  

Take de polecat  [musk o r  s cent ]  an ' sprinkle on his [ vis itor ' s  traCks ] , why 
den yo ' through wit him fo ' evah . 

[The names polecat (Muste la putorius) an European animal , and skunk (Mephitis 
mephitis ) a North American animal ,  are frequently in general speech interchange
ab le in the United States o f  America.  Our animal here is a skunk . I have in
dexed or located i t  here in the "P" rather than in the "S" division o f  CHANNEL 
DE WO�D because i t  will precede a somewhat similar rite , one ab out the drop
pings , no t any musk scen t  from the porpoise . Yet to b o th info rmants both sub
s tances are evacuations . ]  [ S t .  Petersburg , Fla . , ( 1043) ,  169 3 : 1 . ]  

PORPOISE OR DOLPHIN BLACK MANURE WASHED ASHORE 
GRIND UP - PUT IN PERSON ' S CLOTHES - BURNS VICTIM 
ALSO DISTURBS VICTIM AND ENTERS REALM OF HOODOO 

126 9 3 .  (What are you sup
pos ed to do with those? A 
s turgeon ? )  
A porpois e . 
(Oh a porp ois e ! )  
[ On  the American Atlantic  
coas t probab ly the bot tle
nosed do lphin . ]  

some o f  his filth .  You kin take his f ilth and 
{Of the po rpoise? ) 

I know what  you kin do about 
dry it . 

Yes . You walk to the s eashore an ' you find dese little small round balls . 
That his manure . 

{That ' s  his manure ? )  
Yeah .  You take that  and you' ll dry i t  till i t  a dust , sprinkle i t  in your 

[ vi ctim' s ]  clothes an ' you [vi ctim] can' t stay in dere . 
{Can ' t do what? ) 
Can ' t s t ay in your clothe s . You can ' t s tay in your own clothes , burns you 

j us t  the same as pepper . 
{People do that to somebody to harm them , I suppose . That the idea?)  
Yes , but i t  will make them uneasy and make ' em miserab le .  
(Are these round balls hard o r  are they sof t ,  that you find on the shore?)  
Well , i t  depend on how long it had left his bowels . 
{Oh , I see .  Is  i t  any p articular color? ) 
B lack, lit tle round b alls about long as that [ demonstrates ] .  
( About an inch round . )  
Yeah ,  you take some of  them and dry ' em. [Norfolk , Va . , ( 473) , 4 89 : 3 . ]  
1269 4 .  Dey kin throw aigs a t  chure do ' [ one way of moving you ]  an '  den yo ' 

kin put stamps undah de rug , de s tamps yo ' put on de le ttah ,  new stamps . Turn 
• em  bot tomside upwards . Yo ' put two undah dere - three or fo ' s tamps is all ah 

know . 
POSTAGE STAMPS 3 OR 4 UPSIDE DOWN UNDER RUG MOVES (Put them under the rug? ) 

Yessuh , but don ' t let de 
folks know yo ' put ' em undah 
not wa tchin ' yo ' • 

dere . Yo ' have tuh slip ' em undah dere when dey 

CWhat is the i dea of putting stamps under there? )  
Dat ' ll mak e  ' em  move . [ S tamps o f  course me an  you are taking a j ourney . If 
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these stamps had heads , I would say they were pointed to the door . There are 
the other stamp rites , usually under let ters , in HOODOO. ] [Memphis ,  Tenn . , 

POTASH OR LYE - NEW BOX OF AT STEPS - KEEPS LAW AWAY 
( 9 5 7 ) , 1541 : 2 . ] 
12695 . [Keeps all harm 
away . Originally home

made po tash was used b ut in my time Red �vi Z Lye had become one of the substi
tutes . ]  [ S avannah , Ga . , ( 1260) , 2 140 : 2 . ] 

12696 . Mah wife got sick , she� wuz sick a month . Ah pray tub God tub learn 
me , to teach me dese things . Ah goes an ' git - she wuz washing some clothes out 

PRAYER: BY HUSBAND TO FIND CAUSE OF WIFE ' S PARALYSIS 
SHOWED HIS OTHER WOMAN HAD PUT DUST IN WIFE ' S  DRESS 

dere . Ah wuz goin ' wit 
a woman dat didn ' t live 
so fur from dere . 
Dis woman done put some 

kinda powder or  dust or sompin in mah ole woman ' s dresses an ' dat put a spell 
on her - paralyzed her , mah wife . 

Ah pray tub God tub teach me in learning dese things . [ Florence , S .  Car . , 
( 1334) , 230 2 : 3 . ] 

1269 7 .  If  a person done stole somepin from you and you want ' em to bring 
it b a ck ,  you kin say the p rayers - yo ' know , yo ' kin git down an' say the 

PRAYER - AS IN PRECEDING RITE - IDENTIFIES CULPRI T :  
I F  PERSON STEALS FROM YOU - SAY LORD ' S PRAYER 
9 CONSECUTIVE NIGHTS HAVING THIEF ' S  NAME OR IMAGE 
IN MIND - IF UNKNOWN - THE LORD SHOWS HIM 9 TH  NIGHT 

Lord ' s Prayer over many 
times - and say it about 
9 times - the prayer that 
you pray and they [ thief ] 
ge ts annoyed so with that 
prayer each night , you ' ll 

see ' em ( in the dream] and they ' ll come back to you' and bring whatever they 
have s tole . Say tha t prayer but s ay it  with the person [ in mind ] if you got a 
thought who i t  is . See , and i f  you ain' t got a thought , the Lord will show yo ' 
who the person is . They [ thie f ] will appear in your dream the ninth time that 
you say it [ prayer ] .  Got ta say that 9 times . P ray for that pers on to come b ack 
and he [ Lord ] will le t you see ' em in yore dreams , whoever you think [ it is ] .  

( Do you mean nine times a t  once or nine different times ? )  
No , nine dif ferent times [nine nights in succession ] j es t  repeat that same 

prayer over . In tha t prayer you ask for tha t .  He ' ll [ God will ] show ' em to yo' . 

PREGNANT WOMAN : BOY LIES TO LEFT - GIRL TO RIGHT 
IF WOMAN ' S  STOMACH POINTED A BOY - ROUND A GIRL 

[Mob ile , Ala . , (663) , 87 1 : 9 . ] 
1269 8 .  Now , if  you s tart off  
in time , you use fresh aigs 
and the b es t  of sherry wine • • • 

When you are carrying 
at this time ] . 

it • • •  [ I  turn o f f  machine not looking for ordinary folklore 

(How? ) 
[I  am asking informant to repeat wha t  I missed . ]  
A boy lays to the left s ide and a girl lays to the right , and in the front 

where they push out ,  a boy sticks out sharp and a girl makes you have a round 
stomach . [Boy to left nearer to mother ' s  hear t .  Boy sticking out and girl 
rounded are sexual images . ]  [New Orleans , La . ,  ( 855) , 135 2 : 4 . ] 

12699 . And then this 109 th Psalms . Jest like you know if someone has mis
treated you , and you didn' t want to go right to their face to se ttle it . Well , 
you pray dis 109 th P salm for 3 days . Then you go and you ge t you a pint o f  new 
wine and put some mus tard in there - new mus tard - have a new j ar - everything 
new and put it in there . And go to tha t person ' s door the fourth night , after 
you pray the third - the fourth night . Den you go there and put it  right cross
ways of  that  door , but don ' t  ever le t a dr�p ge t on you . And so he ' ll go to the 
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PSALM 109 - PRAY 3 DAYS : "HOLD NOT THY PEACE , 0 GOD 
OF MY PRAISE ; FOR THE MOUTH OF THE DECEITFUL ARE 
OPENED AGAINST ME" [KING JAMES VERSION ] - ON 4TH DAY 
BUY NEW WINE - NEW MUSTARD - NEW JAR TO HOLD THEM 
THAT NIGHT LAY JAR AND CONTENTS HORIZONTAL TO VICTIM' S 
VERTI CAL DOOR [MAKING "T-CROSS" TO CROSS VICTIM] 
DON 'T EVER LET A DRAP GET ON YOU OUT OF THAT JAR 
SO HE 'LL GO TO THE GOD THAT GIVES IT - TO HIS DEATH 

God that gives it [ this 
rite is eviden tly pow
ered by God ! ] . [The 
horizontal bottle , at 
the foot of the door 
o r  s teps , does not com
plete ly cross vertical 
door , only symbolically. 
Moreover the "'1."' cross 
is upside down ..L. . 1 
[Norfolk, Va. , (486) , 
5 15 : 10 . ] 

and happiness in your home , you read the 138 Psalms 
unde r the word Jah [ ? ] . 

----

12 700 . Now , for peace 
[Psalm 138 ] � the 9 8th 

(Under the word "Jah" ? ) 
Yeah , the 9 8th Psalms under the word "Jah" [ ? ] .  
(Tha t ' s for peace and happines s . )  [Psalm 98  is  the well known : 0 Sing unto 

the Lord a new song; [or he hath done marve l-ous things . I t  has no word Jah . 
This lat ter word may refer to P salm 119 divided in 22 sections , each named for 
a letter of Hebrew alphab e t ,  spe cifically to sec tion or letter 6 called VAU. ]  
[Norfolk ,  Va . ,  ( 486) , 5 15 : 11 . ] 

1270 1 .  To have good luck b efo ' sunrise read the 33rd Psalm - read it  b efo 
sunrise . Jes ' git up an ' light your lante rn  an ' read the 3 3rd Psalms . Ah do ' s 
that now. An '  i t  gives yo ' very good luck an ' b less ings through de day . [ S t .  
Petersburg , Fla . , ( 1008) , 16 30 : 6 . ] 

12702 . (What did you do with that Queen Elizabeth Root ? )  

Queen E lizabeth [ root ] , you take people [working ] for church or anything like 
tha t ,  they totes that .  That have control ovah de membership . [Here is a rare 

QUEEN ELIZABETH ROOT - POWER FOR WOMEN 
rite ! ] Jest like she [Queen Elizabeth ]  
did when coming ovah to dis country and 
like dat .  Power ! Women use mo '  ' en 

[more than ] anybody else . She kin con trol her husband , church or anything with 
that Queen E li zabe th root . [Mob ile , Ala . , (655) , 85 7 : 2 . ] 

12 70 3 . I t ' sposed tuh b e ,  whut we us e ,  is cal led quiak 'Ligh tnin ' dus t� Blue 
Ridge Mountain an ' lodes tone . 

(What is Blue Ridt:Je Mountain? ) 
Blue Ridt:Je Mountain is ' sposed tuh be - well,  hit ' s a dus t .  De quiak light

nin ' �  de re ' l ly faa ' [ fac t ]  about i t ,  hi t ' s a dust . Well , ah guess yo ' know 

QUICK LIGHTNING DUST - BLUE RIDGE MOUNTAIN DUST AND 
LODESTONE - WITH THESE 3 OUR DOCTOR USING NUMBEROLOGY 
MAKES GAMBLING HAND SIZE OF THUMB - FEEDS IT 3xl0 
DROPS OF HEARTS COLOGNE - KEEP IN RIGHT POCKET 10 
MINUTES - THEN 10 MINUTES IN LEFT POCKET - CONTINUE 
CHANGING AND AT EACH CHANCE SHUFFLE CARDS IN HAND 

whut lodestone are , now. 
Well , dose things , M 'll1! 
de faa ' about it , sub., 1.f 
yo ' uses dose . .J es '  lak 
if  yo ' puttin ' out llledi
aine , or whatevah i� is ,  
at de e nd  of a knife -
grains . Yo' uses close 

accordin ' tub yore fingah . Ah mean fingah an ' toes . Re ' l ly  de fac ' about it, 
if yo ' wants tuh make a wonderful [ some thing ]  why yo ' goes tub work aD' uses , 
jes ' lay dey [ anyone ] has 10 f ingers an '  10 toes . Well,  yo ' use 10 gra:I.Ds ro1m ' 
an' roun' , i t  ' sposed tub be gen ' lly [ generally ] of dose 3 [ fingers ] . 3 times 
10 is ' sposed tub b e  30 . Oat ' s a mixture den an ' yo ' uses it.  Yo' goes tub 
vork with yore [ ingredients ] an ' yo ' drops yo ' out 30 drops of Beart8 Cb� 



4384 - Memoirs of Alma Egan Hyatt Foundat ion -

on dat stuff . An '  yo ' den stitches i t  up [ in  cloth ]  very tight . I t  supposed 
tuh be unt il it  a small obj e c t  lak yore thumb . [And this thumb- like obj ect is 
called a hand ! ] An '  den j e s ' p lace it intuh yore right pocke t ,  an' take it tuh 
a game , de reaZ Zy faa ' 'bout i t. An '  den about every 10 minutes yo ' changes dat 
thing from right tub left [ pocke t ]  an ' shuffle yore cards den . Dat put chew den 
in good luck in good standin ' . [Quick- Zightning dus t should be the soil near a 
tree struck by lightning and B Zue Ridge Moun tain dus t  should be  dirt from the 
B lue Ridge Mountains , these lat ter covering a great amount of space . The iden
tity of  what a doctor uses or a hoodoo shop sells is no t always a certainty . ] 
[ S avannah , Ga . ,  ( 12 76 ) , 2171 : 4 . ] 

12704 . Ah told him take quicksilvah , lak mah name would b e  Goldie ( ! ] .  Well , 
ah tolt him take dat an ' put i t  in a lil ' bottle of  watah lak dat an '  set  i t  up 
an '  have all kinds of  luck in yore home . 

(What kind o f  luck?)  
QUI CKSILVER IN BOTTLE OF WATER Luck fo ' anything. Jes ' lak if yo ' move in a 

LUCKY IN HOUSE place an '  peop les don' want chew dere an ' yo ' 
want de p lace an ' want tuh s tay dere , yo ' put 

i t  in dere an ' nobody kin move yo ' .  [ QuiCksilver can be mercury but usually it 
is scrapings from back of mirror or tinfoil from around tobacco . ]  [Wilson , N .  

Car . , ( 15 14) , 26 81 : 5 . ] 
QUICKSILVER [=  TINFOIL ] AND BLUEING IN BOTTLE - LUCK 12 705 . Take de quick

silver an '  melt it up 
an' put i t  in a bot tle an '  put b luein' in dere an ' carry it  ' long [with you ] . 

Dat ' s fo ' good luck . 
(Quicks ilver? You mean that  p aper that comes around p lug tobacco ?)  
Yessuh .  [ Sumter , s .  Car . , ( 1365) , 2411 : 13 . ] 
12706 . Then ,  i f  any woman that far o f f , from you , or  anything and you wants 

to see them • • •  
(You say they ' re far off? ) 
Yeah - j us t  like - far o f f - well,  they ' s  got a [ liquid ] which they - we call 

The Long Long Livest Friend. 
(The Long Long Livest Friend. ) 
Yeah . Well,  you go get some of this Long Livest Friend and you take some of 

this PaPis Ennis Oi Z.  It ain ' t but 25¢ a bot tle . 
(P aris what? )  
Paris Ennis Oi l ,  an d  you take i t  and you put i t  inside o f  this bot tle with 

some of this , which we c all this here stee Z dust . You get stee Z dust and you 

QUINCUNX RITE - CENTER OF SQUARE OR OBLONG 
LONG LIVEST FRIEND [LIQUID ] - PARIS ENNIS OIL 
STEEL DUST - ROCK SALT - SUGAR OF LEAD - IN CENTER 
OF DEPARTED PERSON ' S  BED OR ON ANY CLOTHES LEFT 
ABSENT PERSON WILL RETURN WITHIN 3 TO 5 DAYS 

get some of this here rock 
salt . And when you put i t  
down , j ust  anything that 
they ever s lep t on - any
thing they ever lef t there -
socks , or old shoes , or any 
bedclothes they laid on , 

well you j us t  take that and j us t  every morning , you ge t up , j ust sprinkle i t  all 
over that .  Take some of this sugar of lead with this rock salt • • •  

( Sugar of what? ) 
Sugar of lead - yes , sir , with this rock salt , beat i t  and put it  in the cen

ter of your bed [ center o f  b ed = quincunx] . Anywhere , they get a t ,  their mind 
ia right back where they come from. 

(!bat' s to bring - that ' s  if you want to hear from them or bring them back . )  
Yea sir . They coming back , they going to come back in - don ' t care , inside 

of three or five days she ' ll b e  back, if there any way for ' em to get there at 
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that time . [New Orleans , La . , ( 829) , 12 22 : 2 . ] 
12 70 7 .  Take quicksilver an '  sprinkle round de fiahplace from one corner to 

de o thah an' yo ' can ' t  nevah s i t  to it no mo ' . [The bottom o f  the firep lace is 

QUINCUNX RITE AT FIREPLACE 
a rectangle . To sprinkle from corner to corner is 
to sprinkle along the two diagonal lines , creating 
an "X'' , arossing up the firep lace . This sprinkling 

could be along 
here . ] 

the four outer lines and prob ab ly be as effec tive , but I doub t it 

(Why ? )  
Well , ' cause yo ' won ' be satis fied , yo ' ll be restless .  [ Fayetteville , N .  

Car . , ( 1428) , 25 78 : 8 . ] 
12 708 . Ah haven ' t  tried i t  mahself , but ah always heah dem say ,  if yo ' find 

where de rabb it ' s hop in de wood , or ei thah out in de fie ld j es '  where de 

ALL CORNERS OF HOUSE - PUT RABBIT DUNG BALL IN 
THIS WILL MAKE EVERYONE LIVING IN HOUSE MOVE OUT 

rabb it ' s  stop an ' yo ' find 
his [manure ] balls an '  yo ' 
git dos e  balls an '  place 
dose balls in each cornah 

o f  yore house . An ' dey tell me dat ' ll make yo ' move . [Rabb it ' s = rabb it has . ] 
(Well ,  now, I would get thos e and put them in the house and that would make 

that person move out of  that hous e .  You ge t nine of  these and you put some 
[ one ] in each cornah o f  the house , to make them move out of the house ? )  

Yes , de rabb it dung . [Memphis , Tenn . , ( 155 3) , 
RABBIT BALLS UNDER FRONT 2827 : 4 . ] 
AND BACK DOORS - MOVES 12709 . Dey said go to a rabbit  an' git some little 

rabb it balls an' take them little b alls an' bury ' em 
tmdah de front do ' an '  undah de back . S ay dat will run ' em away . 

(Any number , i t  doesn ' t make any difference ? Anything like that?)  
No suh , no numb ah . 
(That is to  make them move out of  the house - this rabbi t  dung , these balls . )  

[Wilson , N .  Car . , ( 1455 ) , 2644 : 21 . ] 
12 710 . If yo ' wuz sellin ' whiskey an' 

aroun ' yore house an ' yo ' wanted tuh keep 
de law wuz p retty bad , b o therin ' yo ' 
' em away , why yo ' kin take a rabb it -

KILL RABBIT AND CHICKEN - BURY FOOT FROM EACH AT 
FRONT GATE - THEN S TAY IN HOUSE 10 OR 15 MINUTES 
COME BACK OUT - DIG THESE FEET UP - REBURY THEM 
ONE ON RIGHT-HAND [ OUIWARD CORNER] OF S TEPS - OTHER 
ON LEFT-HAND [ OUTWARD CORNER ] OF STEPS - NO TROUBLE 
WITH THE LAW FOR BOOTLEGGING AS LONG AS THOSE FEET 
REMAIN FRESH - CHECK THEM - REPLACE WHEN NECES SARY 

kill a rabb it an ' yo ' kin 
kill a chicken . Take de 
chicken foot an '  de rabbit 
foo t an ' bury dem tuhget
hah in de gate where yo ' 
come intuh yore front do '  
at . Put dem in de ground 
an' bury dem tuhgethah . 
Den yo ' goes back in de 

house aftah yo ' do dat . Yo ' goes back in de house an '  yo ' probably stay in de 
bouse ten or fifteen minutes an ' den comes b ack out . Yo ' comes back out an '  yo ' 
digs dis rabb it foo t up an '  dis heah chicken foot , an '  yo ' don ' bury ' em  tuh
gethah nex' time ; yo ' bury one on de right-han ' s ide an '  one on de left-han ' 
side . De way ah heard i t ,  don ' make any difference which one yo ' put on de 
right an '  which one on de left . Yo ' bury one on de righ t  an ' one on de left 
on de lef t  side o f  de do ' s teps , by de cornah o f  de do ' s tep . An '  yo' takes one 
of de toes off  de chicken foot an '  carry it roun ' tuh de back do ' tuh keep ' em  
'way from de back , an ' yo ' bury dat down dere . An '  dey say yo ' von' have no 
troub le wit de law as long as dem fee ts is so lid . An '  when dey rot - yo ' kin 
tell when it will  rot down dere . Yo ' have tuh bury some mo ' . An ' yo ' won ' b e  
bothahed wit no l aw .  A lady down heah in town heah ,  she had a experience wit 



4386 - Memoirs of  Alma Egan Hyatt Foundation -

dat . [ Faye tteville , N.  Car . , ( 1438) , 2604 : 7 . ] 
12 711 . Now , lak if yo ' wanta j ob ,  yo ' git - lo tsa peop le say yo ' git rabb it 

foot . Mah ole grandmother used to say yo ' could git rabb it foo ts an ' ah think 

TIE RABBIT FOOT TO FLY ROOT FOR JOB 
FOR IDENTITY OF FLY ROOT SEE LATER 

i t ' s  fly POot .  Anyway ah think i t ' s a 
fly , ah think she s ay dey used to git . 
Hit ' s a root made up j es '  lak a onion . 
[Fly root having a root like an onion I 

am unab le to identify , but an obs6lete meaning for this word fly spirit or a 
�tah 's attendant - should be a clue for a bo tanis t or  person interested in 
plant lore . Could this plan t be the wild onion ( sometimes called wi ld garlia , 
the A l lium vineale about which there is a rite somewhere in HOODOO? Poisonous? 
Did a witch rub or eat this root for the s ensation of flying? ] 

Yo ' take it  an '  yo ' taCk i t  on one end - put chew a s tring around de rabb it 
foot an' tie it  on de o ther end an' put dat in yore pocke t book . She say dat ' s 
good fo ' tuh git a j ob anywhere yo ' wanta git a j ob • • • •  Wel l ,  nobody else couldn' t 
s tay dere but chew. In other words de j ob would come normal to yo ' .  [Waycross , 
Ga . ,  ( 1080) , 1 749 : 2 . ] 

12 712 . An '  if  dey 
[mold ] o f  yore head . 

wanta run yuh , dey take yore hair , cut hair out de mole 
And some time dey do b e ' s fortunate enough to ke tch a rab

CATCH RABBIT - SPLIT HIDE - INSERT VICTIM' S HAIR 
RESEW HIDE - RELEASE RABBIT - VICTIM IN BRIAR PATCH 

b it live , split  his hide , 
his skin , and put dat hair 
in dere . And sew it up in 
dere and turn him loose 

an ' he [ rabbit ]  run to briar . When dey fin ' you [ your hair in the rabb i t ] , yo ' 
be having yo ' head stuck in a briar patch . [Mobile , Ala . , ( 6 7 2) , 886 : 7 . ] 

RABBIT BRAINS MAKES PERSON INVIS IBLE 
SO WILL BUZZARD BRAINS SAYS INFORMANT 

12713 . Take a rabb it ' s  brains an ' dis 
ole Hearts Co logne an ' dry de brains . 
Dust ' em [make a dus t of them] an ' den 
put dem in dat Hearts Own Co logne , in 

de bot tle an '  stop i t .  An '  dey 
becomes invisib le . ]  Dat ' s whut 

(You can ' t s ee him? ) 

to te dat an' yo ' c an ' t s ee ' im .  [The person 
dey tells me . 

No , sir , he ' ll disappear . 
tells me dat ' s whut dey has . 

(Who would do this ? )  
De man dat ' s into trouble . 

Yo ' s ee him an ' he ' ll go to nuthin . Well , dey 

(You said they also use this "getaway powder , "  use that and they can ' t  catch 
them? ) 

Dat ' s right . Now ah ' ve knowed o f  ' em using [ that ] . Dey ' d  git away wit i t ,  
too . [Waycross , Ga . , ( 1129) , 1835 : 2 . ] 

12 714 . Ah say yo ' kin take a rabbi t  if 
or a woman, yo ' kin take de lef '  hin ' fee t  

a person - j es '  like if i t ' s a man 
[ foo t ] o f  a rabb it after yo ' done 

LEFT HIND FOOT OF RABBIT AFTER YOU KILL IT - WEAR IN 
POCKET OR PURSE - KEEP BATHED IN [n'D]  HEARTS COWGNE 
SPRINKLE ON [n'ED] IT ALSO DRAGON ' S  BLOOD - PULL THAT 
TENDON IN RABBIT ' S  FOOT TO MAKE IT MOVE - BE ALIVE 
[MAY BE ONLY MENTION OF PULLING TENDON - TO IMPRES S ?  ] 
TOUCH WITH FOOT PERSON YOU WANT AND YOU KIN GET 'EM 

killed him. Yo ' take 
dat lef ' hin ' fee t  o f  
dat rabbit  an ' if  yo ' 
wear i t  in yore pocke t  
or yore purse or sompin 
like that , whoever yo ' 
want tuh [be ]  round or 
sompin , well yo ' j es ' 

take that i f  yo ' keep that rabb it foot bathed in dis heah Hearts Perfume - if 
yo ' keep i t  bathed in Hearts Perfume and git chew some dragons b lood and sprin
kle on it ,  and wherevah yo ' go , yo ' know it ' s  a little cord in dat rabb it ' s 
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fee t ,  yo ' kin pull i t  an' i t  seem like i t ' s alive . [Pulling tendon of rabb it 
foot is rare in rites . ]  And if  yo ' go round wherevah yo ' go , if  yo ' take dat 
piece o f  roo t out of  yo ' pocket or either yore pocke tbook ,  and if yo ' j es '  
touch de person whoevah yo ' want o r  sompin like dat , yo ' kin get ' em . With 
the lef '  fee t of  de rabbit.  

(Do you touch them with your hand or mus t you touch them with the rabbit 
foot ? )  

With de rabb it foo t . 
(And what do you do with that cord [ tendon] ? 

Yo ' pull it . 
(When do you pull i t ? )  
Whenever yo ' g i t  aroun'  ' em .  See dat [ tendon ] work duh foo t .  
(Oh , you mus t  pull it  when you touch them , you mean ? )  
Yeah ,  see , when yo ' g o  in yo ' j es ' pull i t ,  see . That means yore workin ' . 

yo ' know, de rabb i t ' s foot - dat li ttle p iece of cord dat ' s  in it , yo ' know 
li t tle stringlike yo ' could put i t  and i t  will work . I t  come out of  de fee t 
chew know, piece of de flesh - whatevah i t  is - when yo ' cut i t  off . Dat ' s de 
lef '  hin ' foot of  de rabb it . [Mobile ,  Ala . , (688 ) , 95 7 : 5 . ] 

12 715 . I f  yo ' in a p lace an ' sellin ' whiskey - listen good den - yo ' git 
a rabbi t  foot , yo ' understand . An '  when yo ' git dat rabb it foot - unders tan '  -

CATCH AND cur OFF LEFT BACK FOOT OF LIVE RABBIT 
SOAK IT ALL DAY IN NEW BOTTLE OF HEARTS COLOGNE 
NEXT DAY SAY : All THINK A.ll 'LL OPEN UP A LIKKA.H JOINT 
JES ' LAK DAT YO ' UNDAHSTAN ' :  YO ' KNOW AH 'M DE LAW 

ah don ' care if he j es '  
now go t sho t .  Now , ah ' m  
goin ' j es '  tell yo ' .  Yo ' 
have de rabb it live . 
Ketch him in a box , a 
trap box [ figure 4 trap ? ] .  

Yo ' don ' t have tuh set i t .  If  yo ' git dat rabbit an' yo ' git de lef t foo t .  Ah 
don ' mean de right foot - mean de left foo t ,  back foo t . All right , yo ' git  dat 
rabb i t ,  yo ' understan' , an ' yo ' go dere tuh de drugsto ' lak ah tell yo ' an ' git 
yo ' s ome Heart 's Co logne - cos t  ten cents a bo ttle [ during Great Depression ]  -
j es '  a bot tle ab out dis big [ demonstrates tiny bottle ] . I t  smell lak a perfume . 
All right , yo ' take dat rabb i t ' s foot an ' soak i t  in it all dat day - yo ' under
stan ' ,  yo ' soak i t  all dat day . De next day , don ' care whut man yo '  know , law 
or no law , yo ' go on , go out there . s ay ,  "Ah think ah ' ll open up a likkah 
j oint" - j es '  lak dat yo ' undahstan ' . "Yo ' know ah ' m  de law. " [ Savannah , Ga . ,  
( 1273) ' 2155 : 3 . ]  

12716 . Well,  you ke tch you a 
before you kill ' em ,  and take i t  

live rabbit an d  cut his left-hind foot off  
and put it  in a bag .  Get you b rick [make it 

CATCH LIVE RABBIT - CUT OFF HIS LEFT HIND LEG - THEN 
KILL ANIMAL - LEG IN BAG - ADD BRICK DUST - HAIRPINS 
OF WOMAN WANTED - TIE UP SACK - WEAR IN LEFT POCKET 

into ] dus t - make dust 
out of it , and take the 
hairpins of  whatever � 
en you want this to be. 
j ust take the hairpins 

she been using in her haid and put i t  in that 
left pocke t .  And as long as you do she can ' t 
the time . 

and tie i t  up , and tote it in your 
leave you, she be  right there all 

(I see , that ' s  t o hold a woman . )  
Yes . [Vicksburg , Miss . ,  ( 5 38) , 1009 : 7 . ] 
12717 . Take graveyard dirt an ' dey would go an ' git i t  an '  put it in a bag . 

Go to de head o f  a sinner ' s grave , dat is someone in hard luck [goes ] .  Dey go 
to de head of  dis s inner grave an ' dig down to de marshy dirt . Yo' see dat on 
top is dry an '  den why when you dig down in de ground it ' s  .araby. All' dey dig 
down an' gi t some of dis marshy dirt off  of a s inner grave froa de head. An' 
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den dey would put i t  in a bag 

BACK LEFT FOOT OF RABBIT - MARSHY DIRT UNDER 
HEAD OF S INNER ' S  GRAVE - WEAR IN BAG FOR LUCK 

an ' git whut dey call a rabb it 
foot an ' put in dere with i t ,  
an '  dat would caus e to bring 
good luck . 

wear i t  or carry 
De le ft foo t ,  
12718 . Get a 

a rabb it and ge t 

( I f  you are out o f  luck,  you 
that . What foo t  do you ge t from the rabb i t ? )  
de back . [Mobile ,  Ala . , (660) , 86 2 : 6 . ] 
rabbi t  leg .  Go to the graveyard and ge t the left-hind foot o f  
some of  that graveyard dust an d  put i t  i n  a sack an d  mix some -

LEFT HIND FOOT OF GRAVEYARD RABBIT - 3 DROPS OF THIS 
RABBIT ' S BLOOD - ONE INGREDIENT FORGOTTEN - BURY AT 
VICTIM' S DOOR - HE WILL BE BURIED IN SAME GRAVEYARD 
COWRED GRAVEYARD FOR COWRED - WHITE ONE FOR WHITE 

ah forge t what the man 
did . But dey mixed i t  
i n  with i t . And you know, 
you ' ll die . You ' ll go 
crazy and be buried at de 
same graveyard where dey 

go - to a colored graveyard or white graveyard . 
colored and go to a white graveyard for a white 
die . But I don ' t b elieve that . 

Go to a colored graveyard for 
person [ and do this ] and you ' ll 

(But they have to catch this rabbit  in the graveyard? ) [ This catching 
b lood mentioned later came before recording or while machine s topped . ]  

Yes , sir .  
(And what else did  they put there b es ides the graveyard dus t ?  What? ) 
And that lit tle - three drops of  b lood . 
(Of what ? )  
Rabb it ' s  b lood ,  you know , go tta ke tch de rabb it . 
(Oh ,  of the rabbi t ? )  
Yes , s ir .  
(And did they put some thing else in i t  too o r  was that all? ) 

and 

That ' s  all I knows they put in i t . That ' s  all I ' ve heard them say .  I ' ve 
never tried that . 

(Now, they use this graveyard dirt and this lef t  rabb it foot . The hind or 
the front leg ? )  

Th e  hind left foot of a rabb i t .  
(And three drops of  his b lood . And then you put in - a sack or what ? )  
I n  a sack . 
(And then you j us t  bury i t  out there? )  
Bury i t  a t  the pers on ' s doors tep . But they must go either to a colored or 

white grave, according to whe ther you are a colored or a whi te pers on ? )  
Yes , s ir .  [ViCksburg, Miss . ,  ( 745) , 1015 : 7 . ]  
12719 .  (You get a rabbit  foo t  you say ? )  
G i t  a rabb it foot an' � de � out d e  knee of  de foot  an ' � dat an' 

carry dat an ' yo ' ll have good luck in gamblin ' . 
(What foot from the rabbit?) 
De left . 
(Which left ? There are two left fee t . )  
So - a rabbi t  ain ' t got b ut one le f t ,  one right , fo ' [four ] fee t . 
(All right , which do you want ,  the fron t lef t  or the back left ? )  
De front . 
(The left fron t . ) [ Florence , S .  Car . , (1282) , 2179 : 4 . ] 
127 20 . Well , dey t ell me fo ' luck in gamblin ' , dey ' ll go out an ' dey ' ll git 

' em a rabb it  foot . An' dey cut i t  off j es ' right above de - right above de knee 
up dere , de le ft  knee . An '  dey take dat dere rabbi t  foo t an ' dey dress it .  Dey 
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dz>ess i t  wi th lodestone an '  keep i t  dissolved [ fed ] in Hea:Pts Co logne . An '  dey 
tote dat in dey watch pocke t ,  an ' if dey go out den dey kin win. 

(You say they use the left hind 

RABBIT LEFT HIND LEG - D�SS ONCE LODESTONE 
FEED FREQUENTLY WITH HEARTS COWGNE - GAMBLE 

leg? ) [ Left hind leg must have 
been given before recording 
began . ]  
De left hind one . 
(And they keep that in this 

Hea:Pts Co logne so they will win in a gambling game? 
Yes . [ Fayetteville , N .  Car . , ( 1412) , 25 38 : 6 . ] 
127 21 . An '  anothah thing , yo ' ketch a rabbi t an ' yo ' cut his foo t  off.  his 

left  foot , an' turn him loose an ' le t him go . An ' git chew a p iece of devil ' s

CUT OFF RABBIT ' S LEFT-FRONT FOOT - TURN ANIMAL LOOSE 
ABOUT FOOT WRAP DE DEVIL ' S-SHOESTRINGS - ADD FIVE-FINGER 
GRASS - THESE 3 THINGS SEW UP IN RED CLOTH - MAKE A 
BAG - FEED HEARTS COLOGNE - THIS IS A HAND FOR A JOB 

shoestrings an' a 
piece of five-finger 
root . An '  yo ' put 
them three things to
ge thah . An '  yo ' jes ' 
take it an ' wrap dat 

devil ' s-shoes trings round dat rabb it foo t ,  an' yo ' sew it  up in a piece of red 
cloth , an '  yo ' make a sack out of i t ,  bag-like , an '  yo ' feed hit on Hea:Pts Co l
ogne . An '  dat ' s  ano thah thing fo ' a j ob - good luck . Long as yo ' tote dat yo ' ll 
git a j ob anywhere . 

(You get the left  foot . Which one ? He had two left  fee t . ) 
De left  front fee t .  [Brunswick. Ga . , (1224) , 2082 : 3 . ] 
127 22 . Take an ' wear dat [ rabb it foot ] .  
(From which foot ? )  
De left  foot . 
(Which one , front or b ack ? )  
D e  front - ' cause de back is longer , de front is a little short foo t . Dey 

take an ' run a s tring - yo ' bo '  a hole in i t  if yo ' kin , an ' yo ' wear i t  round 

LEFT FRONT FOOT - HOLE THROUGH - STRING - WEAR ABOUT 
WAIST OR NECK - WHOEVER YOU WORKING FOR - RUB FOOT 
FOR THAT PERSON - USING HEARTS COWGNE - FOR GAMBLING 

yore wais t or either 
round yore neck . All 
right , yo ' got a rabbi t  
foot den , an ' whoever 
yo ' wearin' dat foot 

fo ' , ' cause den yo ' 
up fo ' dem.  

be dealin ' wit dat person an '  yo ' goin ' keep dat foot rubbed 

(How do they rub it up ? )  
Heazots Co Zogne . 
(What wil l that rabb i t  foot do for them? ) 
Aw, that ' s  luck , sech as gamb lin' an '  all , p laying bolito • • •  [ S avannah 11 Ga • •  

( 125 2) , 212 6 : 4 . ]  
127 23 . Then yo ' take - now i f  yo ' a gamblin '  man ,  yo ' kin take a rahb�t an' 

ke tch him. Take his left front feet an ' cut i t  off  right in de knee j oint dem . 

CUT OFF LEFT FRONT RABBIT LEG AT KNEE - IN BOTTLE OF 
HEARTS COWGNE UNTIL DRY - WEAR IT FOR LUCK TO WIN 

an '  git chew a bottle of 
Hearts Co Zogn.e .- ' pa£ on 
it .  Keep it up d.l.1. �t 
git dry , yo ' take �t .-' 

put i t  right in yore fob pocke t up heah on yore pants , an ' go to a sa-e an' rub 
�t in yore han '  lak dat [ demons trates ] .  Rub it in dere .  Go in dere an' win 
vhut chew wanta win . Dat de way ah did . [ Florence , s .  Car . , (1303) . 2122 : 2 . ] 

12 7 24 .  (Are they different from any other kind of rabbit or DOtt) 
Jest looks de same . 
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(And where do you catch them then? ) 
Well,  yo ' kin catch ' em round the graveyard some p lace . 
(And then what would you do with that? ) 
You will take his front right foot • • •  

(Front right foot ? )  
Yes , an '  wear i t  in your pocke t .  
(Do you kill the rabbit o r  what? ) 
We ll , try to  ke tch him alive and take dat foot off  an ' turn him loose • • •  dat' s 

more better . 
(Oh ,  I see . You don ' t kill him, j us t  cut that foot while he is alive ? ) 
And turn him loose . 
(And now what did you s ay you put with that? ) 

You puts a little of  dat High John de Conkah and a little of dat perfume and 
wear i t  in your pocke t amongs t  your money . Them things supposed to be  very 
lucky . [Norfolk , Va . ,  ( 466 , Doctor Paul Bowes) , 46 3 : 6 . ] 

RIGHT FRONT FOOT OF RABBIT IS LUCKY HAND GAMBLING 
127 25 . Ah ' ve heard ' em say ,  
some of ' em gambling , say 
when dey want a good lucky 

hand, why gits a 
right foot . An '  
p re tty lucky . 

- git ' em a rabbit foo t an ' put in dere [ the hand] - a rabb it ' s  
some o f  ' em gits a mole foo t .  Ah know mahself a mo le foo t is 

(What foo t do they ge t of  the mole?)  
De right foo t ,  de fron t one . 
(Which right foot do they ge t of  the rabb it? ) 
De right front foot .  [S t .  Petersburg , Fla . , ( 9 7 8) , 1586 : 6 . ] 
12 7 26 . Them goes to work and git a rabbit - a wood rabb it foo t - and put 

s alt on it and wrop it up tight and he nevah tell you no . 

INSTEAD OF GRAVEYARD RABBIT USE A WOOD OR WOODS ONE 
WEAR RIGHT FRONT LEG FOR JOB - NO BOSS COULD REFUSE 

( The boss won ' t . ) 
No . You must go de same 
day [ you catch rabb it ] . 
I f  you kin know de day 

yo ' b irth ,  dey bery day yo ' b irth , go dat day . 
you no .  [Even President Franklin D .  Roosevelt 

(What foot do you take ? )  

President Rooseve l t  can ' t te Z Z  
could not refuse you. ] 

Right one . 
(Which one , front or back? ) 
De one in de fron t ,  de front foot . [ S avannah , Ga . ,  (543) , 6 7 7 : 4 . ] 
127 27 . Yo ' could take a rabbit foot - cut de rabb i t ' s left foot off an ' to te 

i t  i n  yore pocke t ,  i n  yore lef t  pocke t ,  an '  dey say that would cause yo ' tub-win . 
Keep yo ' lucky . 

( The left foo t - ei ther 
Yess uh ,  the back foot . 
12 7 28 . Left-hind foot 

89 1 : 6 . ]  

one ? )  
[ Fayetteville 2497 : 1 . ]  

of rabb it carry in pocket , lucky in gamb ling . [Mob ile 

127 29 . Left-hind foot of  rabb it and hawk foot , dressed in urinate and Hearts 
Co logne ;  that keeps anyone from hurtin ' yuh , all enemies away , an '  give her good 
luck . "  [Wilmington 249 : 2 . ] 

----127 30 . Git de left-bin ' laig of a rabbit foot and you git all de good luck 
in de worl ' you want . [ Jacksonville 696 : 8 . ] 

12731 . Either [you can ] take a rabbi t  tail an' i t  would make yo ' lucky . 
(Lucky for what? ) 
Oh, dat' s j es '  lucky fo ' gamb ling or anythin ' lak dat .  [Fayetteville 2534 : 4. ]  
12732 . I have heard of  a fellow ge tting a ' coon [ racoon ] an d  taking his 
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privates and wrapping it  up in a bag ,  and keep that 

RACCOON PRIVATE PARTS AND HUMAN LOVE 

RAILROAD SPIKE DRIVE AT HER DOOR TO GIVE RHEUMATISM 

nail it down at de do ' s tep , an '  when she dig it out 
her laig so she git so she cain' t walk [ she ' ll get ] 
tism . 

in his pocket , and he would 
go and take the private 
advantage of a woman . 
[Hampton , Va . , by Ediphone. ] 
12 733 . If  yo' take dis 
heah railroad spike an '  

she commence crampin' in 
see , sompin lak de rheuma-

(You would do that at the door , that is , i f  that [ she ] were your enemy , and 
that would give her those pains? )  

Yes . [Wilson , N .  Car . , ( 1505) , 26 7 2 : 2 . ] 
12 734 . Ah ' ve heard where yo ' could wreck a train or somepin lak dat . Dat 

whut yo ' speakin ' about ?  Well,  dey tell me dat de way yo ' d  wreck de train , yo ' 

RAILROAD SPIKE DRIVEN BETWEEN RAILS OR TIES OF TRACK 
STOPS TRAIN TO INJURE A KILLeR OR TO PREVENT ESCAPE 

drive a iron [ railroad ]  
spike - lak dere be s ome
body on de train dat chew 
wanta git hurt or  somepin 

lak dat . Yo ' jes ' take an' drive a iron 
de train git tub i t ,  well ,  qui te natchly 
tuh see i t .  

spike in between de track an '  den when 
i t  would wreck it , dey not bein '  ab le 

(Drive the spike in between the track ? )  
Yeah , j es '  a long spike - anything yo ' know tuh s top dat kil ler dere from 

goin ' . See , dat ' ll wreck de train . [ Somewhere in HOODOO a woman stops a train 
at a railroad crossing by magic means . ]  [ Faye t teville , N .  Car . , ( 1391) , 2495 : 1 . ]  

12735 . I ' ve heard tell of ' em takin ' soak and soapin ' the track .  Well , 
that' s to hold down t rains and - the same as zhor girl had lef ' from here . You 

BRING BACK GIRL BY SOAPING TRAIN RAILS SHE LEAVES ON 
wan t her even to come 
back or b e  dis-success ful 
w ' ere she is . Then you 

take that soap and sliCk on the side of the track [ the one she travels over when 
leaving you] on the rai l ,  top of the bal l [ top surface of  the rail ] .  And i t  say 
the way she wen t ,  she will come back - come b ack to you . [New Orleans , La . , 
(between 812-814) , 1142 : 3 . ] 

12 736 . Well yo ' know dese lit tle rats [mice ? ] be ' s  in de house . Well, yo ' 
git one of  dose an ' buy yo ' some mo ' whiskey , see . Jes ' git half a p int or a 

!!!, [OR MOUSE ] - DROWN LIVE ONE IN BOTTLE OF WHISKEY 
GIVE DRINKS TO A DRUNKARD - MAN OR WOMAN - AS A CURE 

pin t ,  but put it  in j ab  
where yo ' kin put dat rat 
in i t ,  see . Put him in 
dere ' live an '  shet it 

down an '  set it in a cornah till dat rat drown ,  see . An' yo ' git all his 
strength in dat whiskey . Yo ' take dat rat out an' throw him away or eithah 
'barn him up in de fireplace . I t  would be b est  fo ' yo ' tub burn him up , see . 

Den yo ' take dat whiskey - don ' t s train it  or nuthin, j es '  put it  back in a 
pint bottle,  see . See , j es '  lak yo ' ole lady come in , see ,  an '  she wanta drink , 
._ say ,  "Well , yo ' know ah s o  wished ah had a drink . "  Yo ' say ,  "Ah think 
a've got a lit tle drink . "  Yo ' s till continually give her a drink out of dat . 
�t' ll make bah sick but when she git b ettah of dat sicknes s ,  she won ' t nevah 
4riDk anothah drink of  whiskey . [ Brunswick , Ga . ,  (1211) , 2048 : 11. ] 

127 3 7 .  You go an ' get you a ..!:.!!• a rat an '  jes ' i!Y the hind leg , an '  give 
die child to eat ,  an '  � your wish while they eatin' i t .  [Cure for wetting 
lied. ] [Richmond , Va . , ( 40 4 ,  "Humpadee" , female roo t doc tor) , 358: 7 . ] 
---12738 . To bring to your house , go to man ' s  house , ge t tail of [his ] � 
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shirt ,  .lli_ i t  off , take home , [put on i t ]  Luaky Heart perfwne , put rat manure 
in this and lodestone , go to eas t  corner of house [ a  house has an east s ide but 
two eas t  corners ] and bury i t ,  � [b ring ] him there . [Why the rat manure? ] 
[Memphis , Tenn . , ( 963) , 1555 : 5 . ] 

12 739 . Ah say yo ' kin make a family break up easy if  yo ' want tuh . Jes ' lak 
ah wanta git rid of Doc an '  his wife , make ' em fuss . Git some rattan root or 

bush an' tie it  up together 
RATTAN PLANT - BEND - PUT IN HOUSE MAKES QUARRELS an ' put i t  to dere house , or 

ei ther hide i t  j es '  anywhere 
in de house . Every t ime dey come in dey ' ll be  fightin ' an '  fussin ' . 

(Rattan . What does it look like ? )  
Yo ' know de rattan .  I t ' s sompin dat bends s o  [demons trates an arch ] in de 

woods . Yo ' know how it bends an ' twists , yo ' know. Grow in de swamps . 
(Do they make baske ts out of that? ) 
Some people do , yes s ir .  Now , i t ' ll  break up any home in de world if yo ' 

cut up dat .  Git de roo t o f  dat an '  put i t  in de house , dey shore goin ' tuh 
squabb le . [ I  am unab le to identify informant ' s  rattan. ] [Brunswick , Ga . ,  
( 1240) , 2110 : 5 . ] 

12 740 . Ge t a rattlesnake - ah heard yo ' take de rattles , yo ' know, an ' keep 
' em in yore trunk till yo ' git ten years o f  age , an ' den yo ' become wealthy . 

Cut de rattles o ff o f  ' im 
RATTLESNAKE BUTTONS 10 YEARS IN TRUNK BRINGS WEALTH an '  put dem in a trunk , 

put dem in j es '  where de 
air c an ' t strike i t .  Yo ' see whut ah mean .  Fo ' ten years yo ' ll b e  a wealthy 
man . 

(You keep them in the re ten years before you are a wealthy man . ) [ S t .  
Pe tersburg , Fla . , ( 1043) , 169 3 : 9 . ] 

12 74 1 .  Ah have to te ' em fo ' p ro tec tion . 
( Those rattlesnake buttons ? For what ? )  
Ah have to te ' em fo ' p ro tec tion , fo ' workin ' ' mongst mens . Now ,  ah ' m  a man 

an' mah bossman - make ' em think that he ' s  workin' . An '  yo ' can ' t  run me off . 
( That is if you want to ho ld a j ob ? )  
I f  ah wanta hold it . [Sumter ,  S .  Car . , ( 1361) , 2399 : 8 . ] 
12742 . Dey kin t ake yore shoes dat chew wear every day , if  dey kin gi t holt 

of it an' if  dey kin git a rattlesnake . Git de hai d .  Git him mad an' g i t  dat 

RATTLESNAKE MAKE MAD - CUT OFF HEAD - DRY AND POWDER 
PUT IN VICTIM' S SHOE - RUNS HIM AWAY - IN HAT BLINDS 

rattlesnake haid an '  dry 
i t .  Le t it  come s o  yo ' 
kin j es '  compound i t  up . 
Unders tand , compound i t  

up good an '  put i t  in somewhere - inside de linin ' o f  his shoe . I t  go t linin ' 
in dere , an ' i t  surely runs yo ' off . Or yo ' kin put i t  in de b and o f  yore hat . 
Either one . Den yo ' c an' t see . I t  will b lind yo ' ,  cause yo ' know yo ' sheds 
yore skin , an ' yo ' kin git  blind from i t .  Jes ' as shure as • • • •  [Sumter , S .  Car . , 
( 1361) , 2399 : 7 . ] 

127 43 . I have heard that in some parts of 
seems as though they have quite a • • •  some thing 

RAXTLESNAKE HEADS CRUSHED AND POWDERED IN 
SOUTH CAROLINA - PUTS LIVE SNAKES IN PEOPLE 

South Carolina - of course i t  
against S outh Carolina - that you 
crush snake heads . One woman 
would pay so much for rat tlesnake 
heads , j ust cut this rattlesnake 
head off and make a powder from 

thea. And they would send these to the people who were envious towards the 
others , and that would cause snakes to come in their bodies . I imagine this 
powder they put in their food . [Wilmington , N .  Car . , ( 253) , 250 : ? ]  
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12744.  Rattlesnake mahrs ter [master ] why yo ' git dat herb an '  i t  has - it 
grows kinds about lak mah finge r ,  de bot tom of i t .  De root is large , sometime 

RATTLESNAKE MASTER - KEEP IN POCKET OR CHEW 
THIS ROOT HELPFUL IN GETTING JOBS OR FAVORS 

i t  dat long [ demonstrate s ] .  Well , 
yo ' git dat .  Ah mean yo ' pull dat 
up , an '  den all around dere i t ' s  
differen t colors - dis root [ ex

plains it ] dey sprinkles out dere like dat , an' dis heah at de bot tom of i t ,  
dat ' s d e  root down dere , an '  dese grows all around dere . Well , now dat' s  de 
lucky root . Yo ' put dat in yore pocket an '  use with dese  things . 

Den some time yo ' kin take one of dose [ roots ] an ' put i t  in yore mouth an '  
ch ew  it  yo ' know - when yo ' around like dat kind [bos s ? ] ,  yo ' know [he spits ] 
dere [ in his p resence ] a little bit an' dat help yo ' out a who le lots . 

(In what ? )  
In gittin '  j obs , gittin '  favors • • •  [Waycross , Ga . , ( 1167 ) , 1963 : 4 . ] 
127 45 . Dey tells me of a roo t - dat ' s  a rattlesnake master . Yo ' use dat an '  

put i t  in de whiskey an' stroke his step down different ways wit  dat , an ' den 
point de way to yore house . Dat ' ll [ tha t ]  man will walk ovah dere , he ' ll go an' 

RATTLESNAKE MASTER - DRESS [=  SOAK ] IN WHISKEY - GO 
TO VICTIM' S HOUSE - WITH DRESSED ROOT STROKE DOWN 
HIS DOORSTEP DIFFERENT WAYS - THEN POINT ROOT TO 
YOUR HOUSE - VICTIM WILL SOON COME TO YOUR HOUSE 
WITH OBJE CTS YOU HAD IN MIND WHILE DRESSING ROOT 

git dem things , an' come 
back to you wit i t .  
(You don ' t give this man 
any whiskey to drink?) 
No sir . 
(You j ust soak the root 
in the whiskey . )  
Den take i t  an ' go to his 
doorstep an' wipe i t  on 

dere an '  point [ the root ] de way to yore house . He come out dat do ' de next 
mawnin ' , his mind will git so fuddled , he ' ll go b ack an' git dem things an '  
bring dem to you . [Waycross , Ga . , ( 10 74) , 1738 : 5 . ]  

WEAR RATTLESNAKE MASTER IN CLOTH [A  HAND] AND 
EVERY MORNING RUB IT OVER YOUR FACE - GET JOB 

127 46 . Rattlesnake mars ter like 
dat is good.  Jes ' take it  yo ' 
know an '  wear i t  chew know in a 
piece of clo th yo ' know. An' 

den every mawnin ' yo ' take an' rub i t  in 
s trates ] ,  an ' den rub it  ovah yore face . 

(What will that do for you? ) 

yore han ' j es '  like dis heah [demon-

Gi t a j ob .  [Brunswick , Ga . ,  ( 117 7) , 1990 : 10 . ] 
12 747 . Yo ' kin take rattlesnake marster , spice an' yo ' kin take Hearts tl.»> 

CoZogne an '  alum an '  yo ' put dat in a li ttle bag an' yo ' kin carry it ' long �t 

RATTLESNAKE MASTER - SPICE - ALUM : 3 IN CLOTH BAG 
l'HIS HAND - FEED [ TO POWER I T ]  HEARTS OWN COLOGNE 
YOU CAN GET JOB ANYWHERE AND BE THE LAST ONE FIRED 

chew in yore pocke t ,  but 
chew wanta have yo ' aa.e 
Hearts Ol..m Co Zogne al.aa&, 
yo ' know , to ' noint it �t, 
yo ' know, an ' keep dat 

liven up . [Dressing or feeding a hand as here gives i t  Ufe , power . ] AD' yo' 
kin go an ' yo ' kin gi t a j ob most anywhere . An '  when yo ' git i t  chew be de last 
one to be cut off  prac tically ,  i f  de [dey or dere ] be any cutting off be1ag dane. 

(You would be the las t one fired . )  [Waycross , Ga . , ( 1134) , 1844: 9. ] 
12 74 8 .  Get yo ' a piece o f  rattlesnake mars ter - git chew a piece of rattle

snake marster an '  some devi l ' s-shoes tring an' put i t  dere in yore bouse, OD yo ' . 

RATTLESNAKE MASTER - DEVIL ' S-SHOESTRING 
IB HOUSE - RENTMAN WILL NEVER BOTHER YOU 

an' yo ' kin stay dere [1D the house ] 
long as yo ' want an '  he 11011' t bo ther 
yo ' - de rent JBaD WOD1 t bother you. 
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[Waycross , Ga . , (1126) ,  1832 : 2 . ] 
12749 . Yo ' take dat • • • an' yo ' puts a piece of rattlesnake mas ter , put a 

leaf of dat fern . 
( Leaf o f  that fern . )  
An '  chip off from rattlesnake master an '  put i t  into a bot tle an ' dat ' s fo ' 

good luck . Dat ' ll make yo ' peaceful at home . Dat ' ll keep yo ' in peace at home . 

A RATTLESNAKE MASTER - FERN LEAF - BOTTLED - HOME PEACE 

RATTLESNAKE MASTER - BURN ROOT TO POWDER 
SPRINKLE ROUND BOSS - CHEW SHAME BRIER ROOT 

AND SPIT NEAR HIM FOR JOB - JOB IS YOURS 

[ Brunswick ,  Ga . ,  
( 12 2 4) , 2082 : 7 . ]  
12 75 0 . Ah hear dat 
if a man wanted a j ob 
an ' he couldn ' t git 
none no way , he go an ' 
git one - ah ain ' t 
nevah tried i t  but ah 

hear de fac t o f  i t .  Ah don ' t  know whe ther yo ' eve r  hear te ll of  dis rattlesnake 
mars ter roo t an' burn it into a powder , an '  yo ' take dat powder ,  j e s t  lak dis 
is yore j ob heah .  Well , ah come to de j ob an' ah sprinkle dat powder round de re. 
Den ah git me some o f  dis shame brier roo t ,  a lit tle brier dat grows dey call de 
shame b rier . Ah don ' t know whe ther yo ' evah hear tell o f  it . [ For shame brier 
and i ts various names , see No . 2290 , p . 6 46 f . , v . l ,  and e lsewhere . ]  An' ah ' ll 
take dat shame brier roo t an '  den ah ' ll chew it , lak ah ' m  talkin' wid chew , 
[ and say ] "Ah wants a j ob ,  Cap tain . " Why all de time dat me an ' yo ' talkin ' 
ah b e  chewin ' dat root an' spittin ' . Dey tell me i f  yo ' do dat ,  why he ' ll do 
j es t ' xactly whut chew tell ' im to do . He ' ll give yo ' a j ob .  Or if yo ' wants 
money , yo ' take dat shame b rier root an ' dat rattlesnake marster dust , after 
yo ' pound dat root  up , ari' keep it in yore pocke t whils t yo ' talkin ' [ to bo ss ] . 
Spi t an' chew it an ' have dat dus t - throwin ' dat dust out , yo '  know. [Waycross, 
Ga . , ( 1120a) , 1799 : 6 . ]  

1275 1 .  Well de first thing would b e  if  yo ' wan ted a j ob .  An '  dat go fo ' a 
j ob ,  a favor or money or anything. Dat chew would git chew some o f  dis root 

RATTLESNAKE MASTER AND SPICE - CHEW FORMER FIRST 
HOLD JUICE IN MOUTH - SPIT THAT WHEN SPEAKING TO 
BOSS - ALWAYS TURN HEAD AWAY TO SPIT - ASK FOR JOB 

whut de ' [ they ]  call rat
tlesnake mars ter , an ' 
spice . An ' yo ' take dat 
root an' yo ' chew dat rat
tlesnake mars ter ,  but chew 

have [hold ] de spice in yore mouth . An '  yo ' spit dat when yo ' speakin ' tub him. 
' Fore yo ' consult him yo ' spi t  from him an ' nevah spi t  tuh him. Den he cannot 
turn yo ' down even [whether ] i t ' s money or j ob or whut . If he don ' t place yo ' 
den,  he will p lace yo ' [ later ] , but don ' t nevah spi t ,  j es '  spi t tuh him but 
[when] chew spi t j es '  turn away from him, turn yore haid from him an' spit . 
[Waycross , Ga . ,  ( 1086 ) , 1755 : 3 . ] 

12 75 2 .  Git a roo t dey call de rattlesnake marster ,  an ' spice , an ' yo ' kin 
put dat in yore mouth an ' chew dat . If yo ' wants a favah done or anything like 
dat , spi t  toward de person-yQT be talkin ' to an1 he ' ll - can ' t not hardly turn 
yo ' down . [This informant is sep arated from preceding informant by 5 8  infor
mants and considerable time . ] [Waycross , Ga . , ( 1135) , 1844 : 3 . ] 

12 75 3 .  De rat tlesnake master [plant not snake ] hi t go t dust i n  i t  dat will 
b lind a person . Well ,  yo ' see ,  keep i t  till it git dry . When i t  git dry j es '  

RATTLESNAKE MASTER POWDER THROWN INTO EYES - BLINDS 
shake dat dust out of it  
into sompin an' den when 
yo ' shake i t  into sompin ,  

yo ' gi ' where somebody wanta b lin' somebody wi t i t . Throw it at ' em ,  throw it 
in his face . [Whether rattlesnake master powder actually blinds , I do not know . 



- Hoodoo - Conj uration - Witchcraft - Rootwork - 4395 

Anything into eyes would b e  dangerous . There are a number of these throwing
into-the eyes rites in HOODOO. ] [ Brunswick , Ga . , ( 1224) , 2082 : 6 . ] 

12754 . Ah heard dat chew could [ take ] a raven ' s  aig .  Go find his nes t an '  
take d e  aigs outs his nes t an '  boil ' em.  Say ,  cook ' em,  an '  return ' em back 

RAVEN EGG BOIL AND RETURN TO NEST - RAVEN GETS MAGIC 
STONE TO TEST EGG - BOILER OF EGGS STEALS LUCK STONE 

to dat nest ,  an' dat 
raven would go SOIIII!Where 
an ' git a s tone , an '  
bring i t  back an' jes ' 

put i t  in dat nes t .  Den yo ' go dere an' gi t dat s tone , an '  yo ' have all de 

luck yo ' wanta fo ' anything . [ This e gg-sub s ti tution ri te in various forms is 
told about di f ferent b irds in HOODOO. ] [ Brunswick , Ga . , ( 1174) , 199 4 : 1. ] 

12755 . Yo ' could take a razor an' put i t  in d e  center of yore b ed crossways . 
An '  if yo ' was angry with a person an '  yo ' couldn ' t gi t to them yourself , yo 1 

RAZOR WRAPPED IN PAPER CONTAINING OWNER ' S  NAME 
WOMAN LAYS IT UNDER MATTRESS AND CROSSWAYS OF BED 
HORIZONTAL RAZOR CROSSING VERTICAL MATTRESS MAKES 
SIGN OF CROSS - SHE IS CROSSING HIM - PUTTING SPELL 
ON HIM - SHE MUST SLEEP ON RAZOR - SOMEONE CUTS HIM 
RAZOR IN CENTER OF BED 4 CORNERS IS A QUINCUNX RITE 

could write their name [on 
a large sheet of paper ] 
an '  wrap this razor iD it , 
an' put i t  in de center of 
yore bed crossways an' yo ' 
go tuh bed on it that 
nigh t .  It be  between two 
mattresses or  either under 

one mattress on de springs . An '  i t  would cause them tuh git cut . But yo ' would
n ' t be doin ' anything , yo ' j es '  be  there only ; b ut by his name being wrapped in 
dis razor , yo ' could harm dem that way . 

(How do you mean crossways in the bed? ) 
If  i t ' s a long razor • • •  
[ I interrup t and demonstra te . ] 
(Here ' s  the b ed .  Do you put i t  this way or that way ? )  
Put i t  that way - crossways . 
(You put i t  across the width of the bed . 

cut? ) 
That would cause them [him] to get 

Yes , yes . [ Ther e are o ther r ites in HOODOO causing a man to be cut , sho t ,  
arres ted , etc . ] [ Faye tteville , N.  Car . , ( 1390) , 249 4 : 3 . ] 

12 756 . Yo ' git chew some red peppahs an' not no white beans , [ but ] red be� 
an '  j is '  throw dem underneat '  de house where dey go tta come out  • • •  underneat1 de 
steps fo ' 9 mawnin1 s ,  an' den de nex' [morning ] aftah dem 9 mawnin' s dey gotta 
.ave . [Algiers , La . , ( 1596) , 3001 : 7 . ] 

127 5 7 . Yo ' gi t red beans an ' yo ' git gumbo fil� an' yo ' s oak them beans iD , 
that gumbo file an ' peppah , but yo ' j is ' put the leas t watah that they ' ll j is '  

, swe�l up ,  yo ' unde rs tan ' , in that 
lED BEANS - SOAKED IN GUMBO FILE AND PEPPER file , enough to j is '  git chure 
lOLL BEANS UNDER VICTIM' S STEPS TO MOVE HIM han'  in de can or somepiD • • •  � 

chew got ' em in . An '  j is'  stlr 
' ea  up an ' throw ' em undah de s tep or in front dey do ' - anywhere so loa& as 
dey roll . [This is a PO L ling ri te . ] That ' ll move ' em.  

(Do you take any number of  red beans or j us t  a handful or • • • ?)  
No , yo ' git only a nickel' s wor th or half-a-nicke l.  Yo ' got ta have plea�, 

dey got ta have movin ' power. [That haZf-a-nicke l was and s till is a ._  es
pression to me . A gunibo is many kinds of  a thick s tew in New Orle.Ds - litiS 
!'he OriginaZ Picayune Creo te Cook Book , pp . 26-30 , the 1938 editiaa. tbe aae I 

, 
bought in New Orleans that year . File , not filet , is a powder. a .. ,...,., .. -.de 
fn:a tender sassafras leaves . Gwribo fi zJ is a special type of �- Ve have 
�ral other red-bean ri tes in HOODOO. ] [Algiers , La. , (1584) . 29S2: 4. ] 
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RED POWDER FROM GERMANY - AN INGREDIENT CALLED 
GRETNA FOR INDUSTRIAL TOWN ACROSS RIVER FROM NEW 
ORLEANS - AND SUGAR :  3 MIXED - BOOTLEGGING LUCK 
AS A GUESS I WOULD IDENTIFY SUBSTANCE AS INCENSE 

12758 . How , [ of ]  course I 
was boot legging myself and 
I had a powder that I used 
to use . Of course , this pow
der come from Germany [which 
may nor have b een true ] . 
(What was i t  called? ) 

of the powder , but i t  was mixed 
(Oh ,  you cal led it G� tna? ) 

Well ,  I don ' t  know the name 
up with a s imple thing , some G� tna. 
[ This could be something so ld by someone in 

Gre tna back in 19 38 . ] 
G� tna. 
[ I turn off machine but res tart i t  at word sugar . ] 
(Yes , and you mixed i t  with s ugar , you say ? )  
Mix i t  with sugar . 
(And i t  turned what?)  
It  would turn red ,  and after [ that ] you would burn it ,  you ' d have to  burn it 

with solid whi te paper . And after you would burn this , about ten minutes after 
that ,  you wouldn' t  have to worry . You could be sitting down and p eople would 
come from all , every direction , to your place to buy s tuff there . 

(How much did you pay for that? ) 
One dollar . 
(One dollar , I see . )  
Yes , sir . 
(They made i t  in Germany . What color powder was it ? )  
I t  was a red powder . [This is an interes ting illustration of hundreds of 

special or isolated mixtures floating ab out , compounds that never came into 
general use . I am guessing that this was a cheap incense , though a dollar dur
ing the Great Depression was money ! ]  [New Orleans , La. , ( 860 ) , 1370 : 3 . ] 

12759 . Yo ' see lak yo ' wanta break up a man an ' his wife , why yo ' kin git 
some of dis red shank root . Ah don ' t [ us e ]  it  but ah ' d  know de bush , but ah 

RED SHANK ROOT - CUT UP FINE - EVERY MORNING BEFORE 
DAY - LEAVE ON THEIR PORCH - MAN AND WOMAN SEPARATE 

know what roo t i t  is . 
See . Yo ' git dat red 
shank an '  dey tell me , if 
yo ' cut it up fine • • •  

Yo ' git  up every morning befo ' day an '  j e s ' go up an ' s Zip [ stealthily leave ] 
some of i t  on de porch . Long as yo ' do dat , dey never gi t ' long and so finally 
j es t  have to [ leave each o ther ] .  [ Red shank roo t  appears in several o ther ri tes 
but I am unab le to identify the p lant . I t  may be several different p lants in 
different parts of the count ry . ]  [Waycross , Ga . ,  ( 106 7) , 1728 : 7 . ] 

12760 . Yo ' kin take dis heah bush yo ' call rhubarb . Dere ' s  a root chew call 
rhubarb bush . Yo ' kin take da t bush an' mayb e ah know yore mad wit me . Ah ' 11 

RHUBARB ROOT BURIED AT GATE PREVENTS VIOLENCE WITHIN 
take dat bush an ' ah ' ll 
carry i t  to mah house an ' 
ah ' ll put i t  right down 

at mah gate . Yo ' might done sont [ sent ] me word dat chew comin' ovah dere an '  
run me away - or do somepin to me . AH 'LL GIT DAT ROOT AN '  AH 'LL PUT IT DOWN AT 
III GME,. AN ' WHEN YO ' COME IN DERE .. YO 'LL BE JEST AS FRIENDLY WIT ME AS YO ' IS 
NOV. Now , ah done seen dat tried . 

[A compliment out of  the pas t for the author ! ]  
A man sent de word by me to anothah individual dat he was gwine come ovah 

dere an' beat him or kill him,  an ' ah run back an' tole dis fellah an' he tole 
• •  "Well, ah'm gwin [ going to ] s top him. " He runs out an ' gi t  dat , kep t  i t  
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ovah in de new ground , an' got a piece of  dat rhubarb roo t  an '  buried i t  down 
at de gate .  

Mr . Wade , he come - a whi te man couldn ' t  - Mr .  Wade come up dere - found out 
about i t  so dis fellah wouldn ' t be caught , some s candal come to a head . An '  Mr . 
Wade got dere . Dis fellah he went an' got dat rhubarb root an ' put i t  down a t  
de gate . Mr . Wade drive ovah dere , got down an' come i n  de house , s ay ,  "Well ,  
S am, how come yo ' pick that [ cot ton o r  tobacca? ] ?  

He say , "Well . " An '  say , "Ah 1iecided ah wouldn ' t fool with dat . " 
Now ,  he done tole me up dere to his house [before ] he come down here an '  whup 

him or kill him. But he walked in de gate j e s t  pleasant as he wus wit me . 
[Waycross , Ga . , ( 1138) , 1854 : 4 . ] 

1276 1 .  [ Roots o f  course are everywhere in HOODOO , though they are arranged 
under various other headings . Very interes ting among them are shapes such as 

ROOTS - A VAST FIELD S CATTERED THROUGH HOODOO 
a root in the shape o f  a woman 
cooked for [ female trouble ] ,  
wha tever that means ( cylinder 

702 ,  informant 564 , JaCksonville , Fla . ) ; and a roo t  in the shape of  a lizard , 
cooked and administered to remove li zard in a person ( same re ference on cylin
der 70 3) . Roo t shap es I did no t  explore very wel l .  The same thing was true of 
candle shapes . You are held in check by fear of  leading quest ions . ]  

12 76 2 .  Informant showed me 2 handS , a whi te one [ smal l  package ] for luck 
and a red one for a j ob .  These handS were called mojohs , the one for j ob cost
ing $ 3 . 00 - real money during the Great Dep ression . These hands came from per
son informant called a �ot worker.  Long story not worth trans crib ing . [Wi l
mington , N .  C ar . , ( 2 20 ) , 1 5 2 : 5+85 . ]  

1276 3 .  Someone sends patients South [ from here ] , woman roo t  doctor meets 
,!!!!!! and says , "You are in serious trouble . "  She gives patient s ome �ots to 
� and spiri t round the b ed .  This man , his boy in hospital at Raleigh , [N . 
Car . ] .  The roots  [ 3  of them] were : sweet gum , pine and sassafras . Not much 
of s tory . [Wilmington , N .  Car . , ( 229) , 149 : 1+85 . ] 

12 76 4 .  To bring husband back the root do ctor has the woman wri te the � 
a lette r ,  address envelope ,  put on s tamps , but leaves it open so that he can 
inser t  his mediaine , seal enve lope ,  and personally mail i t .  This was a very 
common p rac tice everywhere . Somewhere in HOODOO , in Savannah [ ? ] ,  my contact 
man feared the money he was sending home to his wife would no t reach her . A 
roo t worker I had j ust interviewed went through a ceremony with the le tte r  to 
ensure i ts safe arrival . [ Richmond , Va . , ( 391) , 3 41 : 5 . ] 

12765 . Two roots  crossed and buried in front of � gave pains in feet of 
victim crossing; in this case he becoming paralized . [Wilmington 2 71 : 6+85 . ]  

12766 . Roo ts 3 :  devil ' s-shoestring , bitter apple , John de Conkah - mix with 
4 sub stances : b lack pepper , cayenne pepper , salt and sulphur : then � it, 
sweep it , and man1 11 leave . [ Richmond , Va . ,  ( 4 15) , 366 : 2 . ] 

ROOTS LISTED : ADAM-AN ' -EVE - JOHN DE CONKAH 
RAXTLESNAKE MASTER - SWEET ROOT - BLACK ROOT 
RHUBARB - THESE GOOD FOR ONE 'miNG OR ANOTHER 

1276 7 . You know - well, d:1s 
about - about Adam-an' -Eve. 
You see Adam is �o �taas 
[ 2  root bulb s  attached ]  � 
resent two buttons - is laCty 

but tons . I don ' t know exactly what harm in dem but dey says dey is l.ad:y bK
tons , Adam-an ' -Eve . Well you ge t dem an ' ge t dis John de Conkah - &a711 dat 
luCky - and somep in like rat tlesnake mas ter . 

(Rattlesnake mas ter ? )  
Yes , s ir ,  i s  round I think . Dere ' s  [ also ] swee t FOOt ,  it' s ._ .met stringy

lookin ' root . S ee ,  you drink dat , dat ' s medicine .  Jes '  liD ayiNhly's got a 
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pain in his stock [ stomach ? ] dat ease de pain . Well,  dat ' s all I know what dat 
intended for . Dat suppose be for medicine . 

I know b laak root and white Poo t ,  dat ' s for co lds . You cut dem up together , 
see and b ile dem and see , you make medicine outen dat . Rhubarb and some kind 
of • • • [ Charles ton , S .  Car . , ( 505 ) , 55 3 : 4 . ] 

12 76 8 .  (Well ,  how do you get them out with pPiak le feet? )  
D e  pPiakle feet i s  shaped jes ' like my hand [demonstrates ] .  See how my hand 

is shaped . All right , you shape i t  sompin like dat an '  she [ root ] go t a bobble 

ROOTS : PRICKLE FEET SHAPED LIKE HUMAN HAND - FINGERS 
ALSO HAS STINGERS - HALF HOUR TO PICK OUT OF HAND 
USE ROOT FOR PASSING LIVE THINGS OUT OF A PERSON 

[bump ]  on top . 
(What? )  
See , dem little ball . 
All right . Sometime s 
you find ' em wit three 

b alls , some times dey come out wit one . She got a face in it . An '  yo ' piCks de 
tee th out . Yo ' cut i t  in half . Don ' le t de stingePB hi t chew b ecause dey 
sticks in yo ' finger an '  yo ' have to piCk at i t  all day long tryin ' to git one 
out - half hour to git one stingeP out . An '  yo ' cuts dat [ roo t ]  open an '  set 
' em on [ in]  de bes ' whiskey yo ' got an ' give i t  to eny person if dey got a cat 
[ do g ]  in ' em.  She ' ll pass ' em out . If  she go t a rat in her , dat bring it out . 
I f  i t  in yore haid , i t  come through yuh mouth - mouth , nose an ' ears . Can' t 
nowhow stay in ' em no less dan ten minutes aftah yo ' git dat medicine . Comes 
right out of  ' em.  

(What is this pPiakle feet?  A plant or a fish? ) 
Dat ' s a p lant , dat ' s root . [ Charleston , S .  Car . , ( 5 19) , 614 : 1 . ] 
�2769 . (What do they do with that if  they get hold o f  your b lood? ) 
Dey kin git a hold o f  yo ' b lood an ' have yo ' kind of  paralyzed ; or have your 

b lood stuffed , by taking it  an ' putting it  in a certain place . An ' yo ' ll have 
to use pPiakle fee t an ' b loodroo t an ' b laCkroot to run dat bad blood back , an '  
to run dat evil b lood what de [ they ] wanna put dat s tuff in . 

ROOTS 3 :  PRICKLE FEET - BLOOD ROOT - BLACK ROOT 
TO CURE EVIL BLOOD PUT INTO YOU BY ENEMY 
DRAW GOOD BLOOD FROM RELATIVE ONTO A SILVER PLATE 
VICTIM OF BAD BLOOD BY CONJURE DRINKS IT 

(What do they do with your 
b lood , if they get hold o f  
i t ? )  
Oh , dey cud take dat b lood 
an ' have silver p late put 
in it [put your b lood in a 

silver p late ] .  By dat ' s chure b lood an' yo ' drawin' out de s ilver plate , an ' 
yo ' l l have someone near , close to yuh , to give dat blood back to yuh , after yo ' 
done draws i t  wit de silver p late . To have p la tes to be  drawin ' in yo ' ,  some 
of yo ' close relatives . 

(How can you get that b lood back in you , then? ) 
They drink i t .  
(And how do you fix these plates up to get that b ad blood out o f  you again? 

How do you fix those roots up ? )  
Well , you take de pPiakle fee t  an' yo ' s e t  i t  in whiskey. Yo ' take de b lood

root an ' yo ' set  ' at in whiskey - right on de pPiakle fee ts . Yo ' set  de b lack
snake roo t  right on de pPiak les feet root , an '  drink i t  three spoonful a day .  

(That gets the bad b lood out o f  you? ) 
Take de bad blood out .  
(Well this fellow that ge ts your b lood , what does he do to make it bad 

b lood? ) 
Set  i t  in a silver plate . After he set  i t  in de silver plate , de b lood draws 

in de silver p late . Den he begin to scrape . Put hot water on dere , a little 
water • an '  i t  draws da t baCk an '  it start back to yuh by some kind of  drink yo ' 
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use . Yo ' b est friend will give you dat . He cannot give i t  to yo ' , ' cause he 
cannot git to yuh . After he git dis b lood , he ' ll have to git  someone else to 
git to yuh . [ Charles ton , s .  Car . , (5 19 ) , 615 : 1 . ] 

ROOTS : PRICKLE FEET KILLS RATTLESNAKE DUST 
AND GRAVEYARD DIRT PUT IN YOU 
PRICKLE FEET CALLED KING OF DE WOODS 

12 7 70 .  Well ,  a person take dat -
sometime dey go t rattlesnake 
[ dust ] in i t ,  rattlesnake dus t 
an ' graveyard dust . If yo ' step 
across i t ,  i t  run in yuh . See , 

den dat becomes - grows -
So de king of de woods 

forms other rattlesnakes [ in you ] . 
to do all dat work , is pr>iakle feet  - j est as I give 

i t  to yuh . 
( That is t o  get that out . )  
To get that out . [ Charle s ton ,  S .  
127 71 .  Now,  i t ' s hard fer yo ' to 

Car . , (519 ) , 6 15 : 4 . ] 

de deadman ' s bones , yo ' gain' to use 
get de dead man ' s bone , but if yo ' kin git 
dis thing out de woods what chew call de 

ROOTS : PRICKLE FEET ROOT - DEAD MAN ' S BONE 
piak Ze [pr>iak Ze ] feet  too . Wal yo ' 
goin' t '  git dat deadman ' s  bone out 
de [ graveyard ] an '  yo ' ll take dat 

an '  take i t  to yo ' house . Yo ' gain' s crape dat . Now yo ' ve go t sompin ag ' in me. 
Yo ' ve got sompin ag ' in me . Yo ' don ' t want nobody to git next to yo ' . Yo ' goin'  
to  take one s crapin ' of  dat b one an ' s crape it  fer yo ' sel f  fust [ firs t ] . Yo ' 
fus t part in dat scrapin ' yo ' will bind ' em down to yo ' . 

(We ll , wha t  do you do afte r  you scrape that?  What do you do with that scrap-
ing? ) 

De fus t part o f  de scrapin ' , yo ' keep dat . 
(What do you do wi th the res t  o f  i t ? )  
When yo ' want t o  scatter i t ,  scatter i t  out do ' de no ' t  an ' de so ' t . Dat to 

hold yo ' enemy from yo ' . 
(What do you do with that pr>ickZe fee t  then ? )  
Dat pr>iak Ze fee t  - dat pr>iakZe feet  is de devil . Dat pr>iak Ze fee t  hold yo ' 

from start  to finish . Yo ' kin use dat pr>iakZe fee t  to de no ' t ' , to de s ' ut ' , 
to de west - any way yo ' wanta use it ; but chew wanta handle i t  wit care . 
[ Charleston , S .  Car . , ( 5 25 ) , 6 28 : 6 . ]  

12772 . Yo ' wanta git a j ob from de boss . Yo ' 
make chew a small bag an ' take an '  put nine drops 

ROOTS : PRICKLE FEET - BAG - HEARTS COLOGNE 9 DROPS 

take dat priakZe fee t  an ' yo ' 
of Hearts Co Zogne an ' drap it 

in yore hand . Rub yore 
pr>iak Ze fee t  befo ' yo ' go . 
An ' when yo ' go to de boss, 

yo ' go to him wit it in yore hand -
talkin ' to him, yo ' cast yore hands 
do no mo ' den say yes . 

talking to him. An '  when yo ' gits through 
out like dat [ demonstrates ] an ' he can' t 

[ Remember , you rub priakle fee t  only after you have removed the pr>iakles. ] 
(How do you use this pr>iakZe feet? )  
Yo ' go in de woods an ' g i t  dat - go i n  de wood s an '  git dat pr>iakZe feet. 

Yo ' cook da t pr>iak Ze fee t .  Yo ' kin cook it or yo ' kin use it dry . Or yo ' ld.D 
pinch off a little piece an ' rub it [ demonst rates ] .  

(Do you rub it  with that liquid , too ? Do you rub them toge ther or (leave 
them] sep arate ? )  

Yo ' kin rub i t .  After yo ' git i t  - it ' s  about dat long [ demoustrates ] .  Yo ' 
tin pinch off a lit tle b it o f  piece , a lit tle pie ce of it,  an' yo' ld.D rub it 
in yore [ demonstrates ] han ' . An '  whenever yo ' go tta go , yo ' git dat Dine drops 
of Hearts Co Zogne an ' rub i t  in yore hand like dat ,  de whole � dat chew 
ra l ki n ' to dis man.  Want dis j ob . He wil l  talk to yo ' .  AD '  quiet as yo ' done 
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open yore hand , dat odor done hits his face , yo ' see . Understand? Well , he 
gotta say yes . [ Charleston , s .  Car . , (5 25) , 6 2 8 : 8 . ] 

12 7 7 3 .  [The following ti tle is one o f  the fines t things in HOODOO. Here we 
have a pro fessional root doc tor telling us how and where to find roots in the 

woods . A little of the 
ROOTS : FORKS OF ROAD - HOW TO FIND ROOTS THERE 
SOMETHING WILL TELL YOU WHERE AND HOW TO FIND THEM 
YO ' WANTS TO KNOW HOW TO GRAB MEDICINE OUT DE WOODS? 

supernatural surrounds 
the search . Moreover he 
assumes the author wants 
to become a doctor ! Let YO ' WANTA BE A "DOCTOR"? 
me say here , as I have 

p robably said e lsewhere , at no time did I ever pretend to be or say I wanted to 
b ecome a doctor. Always I was collec ting material for a book , a usable manual 
des cribing these things for other persons . Never was there any pretens e .  We 
keep things in the natural world as far as I was concerned . The rite following 
this one , by the same doctor , should also be read . ] 

Now , dat ' s  if  yo ' don ' know nothin' . All right , yo ' go to de fo ' k  of  de 
road . Yo ' got dat prick le fee t  wit chew . Yo ' wants to git nex' to a lot ta 
folks in town . Yo ' wants to be a "doctor" ?  Yo ' wants to know how to grab 
medicine out de woods ?  Well,  to know how to git medicine out de woods , you go 
to de fo ' k  of de road an' take chure prickle fee t  wit chew. 

Well,  now it will come to yuh plain . Go across heah an' take up a certain 
piece o f  roo t .  Show yuh exac tly what it  is . Go across out in de road , de fork 
o f  de road . Yuh go an ' pick up jes ' bJhatever yuh go to look for an ' it bJil l  be 
sompin dere leadS yo ' .  Yo ' ll come back to de fo ' k  o f  de road an '  sompin bJi ll 
come to yo ' ag 'in an '  te ll yo ' to go to yo ' right when yo ' go to  your right 
yo ' ll pick up de nex '  thing yo ' knows : maybe a lobelia, hippo or five-fingah 
[ grass ] or de seven seams [ ? ] grass or de b laCksnake root . Yo ' goin ' pick i t  
up . Well,  yo ' b ring dat out but chew gotta learn den bJhat to do bJit da t  thing .  
Dere be  sompin teach yo ' befo ' yo ' gi t back dere bJhat yo ' does bJi t it .  

( I  see . Well tell me how t o  use these things . )  [ Charles ton , S .  Car . , ( 5 25) , 
6 30 : 7 . ] 

127 74 .  I f  I wanta harm yuh - if I wants tuh harm yuh , I ' m  goin ' show yuh de 
way I ' d  harm yuh . Now ,  ah ' ve go t somepin dat ah want s to git nex ' to yo ' fo ' . 

ROOTS 7 :  LOBELIA - HIPPO 
DEVIL ' S  SHOESTRING ONE KNOT IN 
BLACKSNAKE ROOT - RATTLESNAKE ROOT 
FIVE-FINGER GRAS S - SNAKE ' S TONGUE 

Ah ' l l  come to yore house an ' sit  down an ' 
talk wit chew today . Dat to git de s ense 
to see wha t  chew , yuh notice me about ,  if 
yo ' don ' notice me too much . Den tomorrah 
when ah come baCk , ah bring my dose [mix
ture ] what I wants to gi t nex' to yo ' ,  an ' 

sprinkle i t  in yore house . An '  de day what chew go t - underst and , dat what chew 
got .  When ah leave yo ' house , [ you] will always wanta see me al l de time . 

(Well ,  what sort of dose would you fix up? )  
Well,  ah ' ll fix up sompin wit lobelia and hippo - lobelia and hippo root . 

[This may b e  my only example of Hippo , the name of the b lood flower from the 
Bahamas . ]  Now ah git b lacksnake powder or rattlesnake powder an ' tie yo ' up .  

(Rattlesnake powder? ) 
Rattlesnake powder an ' tie yuh up .  
Yo ' take dis rattlesnake powder - yo ' take it  an ' b ring it  wit chew out de 

woods an '  yo ' put one knot in it .  Git de b lacksnake-shoestring [he means ] de 
devil ' s-shoestring . T ie dat together an ' ah ' ve got chew . 

(What is this blacksnake root that you tie up ? )  
B lacksnake root ? B lacksnake root supposed to conkah anything yo ' s tart 

after,  an ' rattlesnake powder • • •  
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(Rattlesnake powder? )  
Rat tle snake powder , dat ' s  a big bush grows about dat high an '  grows about dat 

wide [ demons trates ] .  Yo ' kin take it - yo ' kin go to de woods an ' take it an ' 

put it in yore yard or  plant it in yore flowers . But it ' s  no good heah to yuh , 

yo ' go tta git it out de wood s . Git chew five-f ingah grass . I t  grows about dat 
high [ d emons trates ] . Yo ' ve seen snake ' s  tongue , ain ' t  chew? Well it j es ' like 
a snake ' s  tongue . It  grows about dat high [ demonstrates ] , from de ground an '  
i t  spread out j es '  like a snake ' s tongue . 

(Well , what do you do with that f ive-f inger 
Yo ' take dat an ' br ing it to yore house an ' 

come by . Anything dat come t o yo ' mind to do ,  
nuthin . [ Charles ton , S .  Car . , ( 5 2 5 ) , 631 : 2 . ] 

grass? ) 
conkah anybody dat chew wanta 
yo ' kin do it . Yo ' don ' t  miss 

12 7 7 5 . [Letter "S"  in this long CHANNEL DE WORLD division begins perhaps 
with the larges t sentence in HOODOO : ]  They say , if yo ' take the Twelve Apos

�: ON 12 LEAVES OF - WRITE NAME OF 1 2  APOSTLES 
WRITE LIST OF 12 ON SHEET OF PAPER - LAY 12 LEAVES 
O N  PAPER - FOLD PAPER TOWARD YOU - LUCK SEEKING JOB 

tle ' s  names l ike I told 
j oo ,  an ' write ' em on a 
p iece o f  paper , or each 
Apo s t le ' s  name on a sage 
leaf , an ' have the Apos

tle ' s  names on ano ther piece of  paper , fold them toward j oo all the t ime , an ' 
keeps ' em in your pocket an ' have ' em whensomever yo ' go for a j ob ,  they say 
he ' ll [ you will ] more than apt to be lucky . [ For sage leaves and court see aZso 
No . 9117-913 7 , some of which also contain 12 Apo s t les , v . 4 . ] [Wilming ton , N .  
Car . , ( 310) ,  2 37 : 5+85 . ] 

1 2 7 7 6 .  Git sage an ' put it in de fo ' corners of  yo ' place of bus ines s , 
dat ' ll draw customers . [Waycro s s 177 5 : 15 . ]  

1 2 7 7 7 . Wel l , yo ' have S t . Peter in yore house . St . Peter , he ' s  a good 
saint , see . [Put his p i c ture or small statue ] r ight ovah yor e  do ' .  That ' s  
luck fo ' yo ' .  [Algiers 2900 : 3 . ] 

----1 2 7 7 8 .  Well , tell yo ' how you do that . Now , if you go t a woman and you want 
her , say . Now , you and her drink out de same cup . And you ' ll drink out dis cup 

SALIVA - A SWAPP ING S P IT RITE 
and you take yore tongue , and when you dr inking 
in d i s  cup , you might slobber in de cup , and she 
[her l ip s  touch cup ] or somp in like that . Yo ' ll 

throw it up [ into air ] . She gain that [ goes up into air ] . Well , she is crazy 
about chew den . [ Two lip s  coming together , or kissing , used to be called swap
ping spit , an Irish exp res s ion according to my wife who was half Celtic Irish . 
half German . ] [ Charleston , S .  Car . , (595) , 628 : 2 . ] 

127 7 9 . Ah heard you could take - get some kind of o il and s tuff and use like 
that , and then , if anybody [ in the game ] had any wager in dere agains t you , or 

SALT - CIRCLED ABOUT GAMBLING ROOM OR HOUSE 
PROTECTS YOUR LUCK AGAINST STRONGER MAGIC 

you was playing against wager or 
somep in like dat , why you could 
take dat . Take a frog - use a 
toadfrog and carry ' em  in clere, 

and take that salt and 
decided to cont inue . ] 

(How do you • • • ) 

p epper and sprinkl e it • • • •  [Here I turned off aachfae ba� 

[You are having bad luck because someone : ]  
Done went to somewhere and got somepin stronger than what you 10� dere -

luck. 
�at do you do with that frog? )  

You put him in your pocke t . 
(I  see . And what about the salt and pepper ? )  
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You take that salt and pepper and sprinkle it around in your house where you 
play ing at . 

( I  see . That ' s  to break up that wager . )  
Wager that luck against you . 
(That weight [ luck] against you . )  [Vicksburg , Miss . ,  ( 7 1 7 ) , 987 : 14 . ] 
127 80 . An ' ole lady , she ' d  dead now, she tole me if a person ever git shoo 

[ gets you ] by [bad mouth or aunjure ] ,  not to say anything at all to them . Go 

IF ENEMY HAS PUT EITHER �D MOUTH OR CUNJURE ON YOU 
GO BEFORE SUNRISE TO GATE USED BY ENEMY - SCATTER 
3 HANDFULS OF SALT THERE - SAY LORD ' S  PRAYER 5 TIMES 

to work and git me a 
pocket ful o f  table salt 
and go to de gate where 
dey crosses over , ev ' ry 
night and morning , and 

j is '  throw dat salt across dere before de sunrise , and say de Lord ' s  Prayer for 
5 t imes . S oon as dat p erson goes over d ere dey can ' t harm you . [Wilmington , N .  

FIRST DAY OF EACH MONTH : BUY NEW BOX OF SALT - HOLD 
IN RIGHT HAND - THROW INTO 4 CORNERS OF THE WORLD 
= 4 CORNERS : OF HOUSE - ROOM - BED - AGAINST EVIL 

Car . , ( 2 8 8 ) , 205 : 2 . ] 
12781 . Firs t day of  each 
month buy new box of salt , 
hold in right hand and 
tkrow in every corner , all 

four corners o f  the world , [ throw in the 4 d irect ions o�'
throw into 4 corner s of 

room o r  4 corners of house ] nobody can harm you . [ Informant go t this in New 
Orleans , went there with lady fr iend for 3 days . ]  [Memphis , Tenn . , ( 969) , 
1568 : 6 . ] 

1 2 7 82 . Sal t in left shoe gives you bad luck . [Avoid this by looking into 
shoe before put t ing it on . ] [ Richmond 335 : 4 . ] 

12 7 83 . If vis itor is going to cause trouble , throw salt in front of him be
fore he ent ers doo r . [ This is unusual , rare , but certainly po s s ible . ]  [Memphis 
15 69 : 1 . ] 

1 2 7 84 . If you throw salt  into unwelcome person ' s depart ing tracks , he will 
never return . [Wilmington 189 : 5+85 . ] 

127 8 5 . To be effective buy 1 pound of new sal t , sprinkle behind unwelcome 
guest from where he was s it t ing to outs ide , then sweep out . [O ld Point Comfort , 
Va . , by Ediphone . ]  

127 8 6 . To keep undes ired vis itor away , spr inkle salt in the yard where it 
can be seen and he will no t come in . [Hampton , Va . , by Ed iphone . ]  

12787 . Salt merely thrown in direc t ion per son lives will keep him or her 
away - how long? [ O cean C ity , by Ediphone . ]  

12788 . After you throw salt behind unwanted gues t ,  sweep 9 t imes with � 
broom . [ Fredericksburg , by Ed iphone . 

12789 . Unwanted visitor will no t return if aft er his departure you wash the 
doorstep with a pound o f  salt in water . [Presumab ly this should be  new salt and 
kep t ready for the occas ion . ] ( Fredericksburg , by Ed iphone . ] 

127 9 0 . Throw sal t behind departing person and say , "Joo .&Q_ an ' nevah come 
back . " [Wilmington 1 11 : 10+85 . ] 
---r27 91 . Keep unwanted person away b y  throwing salt behind him and sweeping 
it out . [Wilmington 113 : 3+85 ; Petersburg , 423 : 3 ; Fredericksburg ,  by Ediphone ; 
everywhere . ] 

12792 . Salt behind depar t ing guest without sweeping : [ Petersburg , Va . 4 2 7 : 1 ;  
Richmond , 2 9 7 : 4 ;  Hampton , by Ediphone ; Newport News , 4 98 : 5 ;  Mob ile , 908 : 2 . ] 

12793 . "Have you some sal t  an ' sprinkle it all on him .  Get back aroun ' 
dere, j is ' keep it fallin '  off . Dat hecklin ' him an ' he cain ' t  win nut t in gam
bling . "  [Little Rock 1469 : 7 . ] 

127 94 . "Jis ' like I was settin '  somewheres playin ' a game , somebody sprinkle 
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salt  on me , thats bad luck . " [ Richmond 318 : 12 . ] 
12795 . If  you wear salt and pepp er in heels of shoes , no one can harm you . 

[ Washington , D . C . , 1813 : 3 . ] 
12 7 96 . If  people gwine put down somepin for you , you put salt and red pepper 

in your shoes • • •  you step over it , it won ' t do you no harm . [Vicksburg 1010 : 6 ;  
L ittle Rock , 14 63 : 16 . ] 

12797 . You take salt and red pepper • • •  sprinkle this place an ' they can ' �  do 
you no harm . [Vicksburg , l057 : 13 . ] 

1279s:--Burn salt and pepper in the s tove every evening at 6 o ' clock and read 
a Psalm against person trying to harm you . [Washington , D . C . , 807 : 6 . ]  

12799 . Teaspoonful each of sal t , red pepper , and black pepper , if eneaies 
in your hou s e ;  runs them out . [Washington ,  D . C . , 838 : 2 . ] 

12800 . I f  anything put down , sprinkl e salt at doorstep . [Mob ile 899 : 2 . ] 
12801 . Get choo a bran ' -new broom an ' • • •  salt • • •  when dey go out yo ' j es '  �ake 

� in your han ' • • •  an ' throw it so it will �' em as dey go out . An ' �ake� 
broom an ' sweep , dey won ' t  come back . [Mob ile 886 : 2 . ] 

12802 . Throw salt behind depart ing person , sweep 9 strokes , and he will no� 
return . [Mob ile 890 : 4 . ] 

12803 . With � package of  salt , sprinkle it behind depart ing vis itor , say, 
" I don ' t  want so-an ' -so here at mah house . " Sweep as far out as pos s ible . 
[Mob ile 942 : 1 . ] 

12804 . They throw sal t into house when they leave , sweep it out of house , 
and tell them [ unknown new renters ] to keep out . [Mob ile 87 7 : 1 . ] 

12805 . As a pro tect ion agains t conj ure ,  wear salt in lef t shoe . [ Snow Hill 
2 : 2 . ] 

12806 . Salt in right shoe protects  you from conj ure . [Wilmington 200 : 2+85 . ]  
12807 . Carry salt in pocket to ward off conj ure .  [Wilmington 122 : 1+85 . ]  
12808 . You have the idea that they put somepin down , you j is '  .B.!! some salt , 

sprinkle it over it • • •  it will kill it . [ Jacksonville 7 85 : 4 . ] 
12809 . Even if you have no suspicion of conj ure outside your home , sprinkle 

salt outs ide to be on safe s id e .  [ Petersburg , first vis it , by Ediphone . ]  
12810 . Salt sif ted about your yard in the morning kills anything put down 

overnight . [ Fredricksburg ,  by Ediphone . ]  
12811 . I have heard an old lady say that along about sundown that , if one 

should go out to the front door and throw out a handful of salt , no evils will 
approach that house over the night . [ Berlin , by Ed iphone . ]  

12812 . If  an evil person comes in your house , go to the back door with sal� 
in your hand and throw the salt � your right shoulder with your back turned 
�o the door , and don ' t look back [ at back door ] to keep from having bad luck. 
[Fredericksburg , by Ed iphone . ]  

12813 . If someone is living in the house with you and you want that person 
�o leave , throw salt behind him and sweep it behind him for 9 mornings . [Vl1-
�gton 106 : 9+85 . ]  

12814 . Throw salt under person ' s doorstep to make him �. [ Petersburs, 
2nd tr ip , 421 : 1 . / 

12815 . To spr inkle salt in a person ' s  house causes fussing in tba� house. 
[Baltimore 4 3 : 3 . ] 

12816 . Take salt , j is '  table salt and throw it all around the s�eps. aad 
�hat will make confus ion . [New Orleans 1158 : 7 . ] 

12817 . If a person come to  yore hous e an ' yo ' don ' want ' e.  dere DO .., • , 
[ �bey] said yo ' take [ shake? ] some salt down behin ' ' em an ' dey said dey 'll 
stay away . [ Fayetteville 252 7 : 18 . ] --

12818 . To keep law away , spr inkle salt at door . [ Ric� 363 : 8 . ] 
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12819 . If  you put salt in a bag and lay it � the top of  the door , that 
will keep the law away . [ Richmond 37 5 : 2 . ] 

12820 . Bathe your f eet in hot water with salt and ammonia an ' nothin [ no 
conjUPe ] can bother you • • •  if you walk on there . [New Orleans 1365 : 6 . ] 

12821 . If  you put salt and pepper under the chair on which vis itor will s it ,  
then when he leaves throw salt and pepper behind him,  he will not return . [ S t .  
James , black community or Eas tern Shore o f  Maryland , by hand . ] 

12822 . Throw salt and cayenne pepper after departing person and say without 
his hear ing you , Go out . Do this on 3 visits . [Newport News 500 : 1 . ] 

12823 . If  a person is unwelcome , throw salt and cayenne pepper behind him 
and he will not return . [Petersburg , 424 : 2 ;  Norfolk, 493 : 7 ;  Fredericksburg , by 
Ed iphone ; Richmond , 29 0 : 4 ;  Wilmington , 195 : 6+85 . ]  

12824 . Throw salt and red pepper behind unwanted guest and sweep . [ Norfolk 
431 : 5 . ] 

12825 . Af ter an undes irab le guest , sweep out salt and pepper and wish he 
does not return . [ Richmond 3 25 : 4 . ]  

12826 . Behind undesirable  departing gues t throw salt and pepper and sweep . 
[ Wilmington 116 : 12+85 . ]  

1282 7 . Behind unwanted guest throw new salt  and new cayenne pepper , and 
sweep with new broom.  [Wilmington 7 9 : 3+85 . ]  

12828 . Under chair on which undes irab le guest  s it s  throw salt and black 
pepper and sweep it out after him .  [Wilmington 74 : 1+85 . ]  

----

1282 9 . Sweep behind depart ing person , then sprinkle salt and pepper all over 
the f loor and doorstep . [ Fredericksburg , by Ediphone . ]  

12830 . Bury a small package of black pepper and salt at s teps to keep away 
undes irable vis itors . [ Fredericksburg , by Ediphone . ]  

12831 . To separate man and woman , mix b lack pepper and salt and put it in 
her window sill . [Norfolk 494 : 2 . ] 

12832 . "Sprinkle salt and pepper around there at twelve o ' clock at night , 
and they claim when they walks through this , they gets their f eet hurtin ' . They 
eventually leave there [ their home ] completely . "  [ Richmond 459 : 1 . ] 

1283 3 .  When they leave [ your house ] ,  take salt and pepper , follow them to 
gat e ,  drop these b ehind them , then sweep the house ,  and they won ' t  come again . 
[Memphis 1559 : 12 . ] 

12834 . Sprinkle salt and pepper about house at midnight . Af ter the occupant 
walks over this , his feet will begin hurting and he will move . [ Richmond 3 3 5 : 1 . ]  

12835 . Salt and pepper are sprinkled near house as a pro tection . [ Deal 
I sland 24 : 1 . ] 

1283 6 .  To  pro tect yourself , sprinkle salt and pepper at the door . [ Peters
burg 4 29 : 9 . ]  

1283 7 . A s  a protect ion , salt and black pepper are sprinkled in the house . 
[Wilmington 165 : 5+85 . ]  

12838 . Protect yourself by wearing salt and pepper in your shoes . [Deal 
Island , Md . ,  18 : 2 ;  Wilmington 175 : 3+85 ; Petersburg , 4 22 : 8 ;  Norfolk 4 26 : 4 ;  
Elizabeth C ity 511 : 4 . ] 

12839 . Salt and red pepper are worn in left shoe for protect ion . [ Wilming
ton , 168 : 8+85 . ]  

12840 . Make a ring o f  salt and pepper completely round the outs ide of your 
house for protect ion . [Norfolk 4 66 : 4 ;  Deal Island , informant 123 , cyl . 34 . ]  

12841 . Pepper and salt  thrown outdoors brings peace to the house . [Wilming
ton 200 : 3+85 . ]  

12842 . The informant did most  of  the following rite in pantomine : He mixed 
salt and pepper , divided it into 3 piles , dug 3 small trenches going straight 
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out from the door and parallel to each other , put one p ile of this mixture in 
each trench , and covered it with the word s ,  "Go devil . "  No evil person can 
cro s s  over those trenches . [ Wilmington 148 : 2+85 . ]  

12843 . As a protect ion agains t evil , wear 3 ingredient s in your shoes : � 
per , fish salt , and burnt alum . [ Freder icksburg , by Ed iphone . ]  

12844 . Protect yourself against evil work by bathing with red pepper and f ish 
brine . [ Richmond 3 2 5 : 10 . ] 

12845 . Put salt in foo t tracks to keep person from harming you . [Memphis 
1550 : 2 . ] 

1284 6 .  Throw salt down and sweep it behind unwelcome visitor . [Memphis 
157 2 : 9 . ] 

12847 . They ' d  sprinkle some salt aroun ' house an ' sulphur , an ' they kin git 
choo that way . An ' you walk into that , why it ' ll s t ick to your feet . They say 
that ' ll make s ick - that sulphur would make you sick an ' cause your bones to 
achin ' . [Wilmington 2 50 : 1+8 5 . ]  

12848 . Salt  and sulphur can be burned against any type of evil . [ Fredicks
burg , by Ediphone . ]  

12849 . To protect yourself agains t cunjUPe , wear salt and pepper in both 
shoes .  [ Wilmington 254 : 1+85 . ]  

1285 0 .  Salt and sulphur in left shoe keeps away cunjUPe . [Wilmington 
163 : 14+85 . ]  

12851 . Salt at door and sulphur burned guards against evil to house . [Wil
mington 116 : 2+85 . ]  

12852 . Burn salt and sulphur on s tove to drive away any evil . [Norfolk 49 
493 : 8 . ] 

12853 . Keep cunjUPe away by wearing sal t and sulphur in a bag round waist 
or neck. [Wilmington 171 : 5+85 . ]  

12854 . Mix salt , sulphur and lard and � it in a bag about your neck to 
protect against cunjUPe. [ Fredericksburg , by Ediphone . ]  

1285 5 .  They will lay sal t and sulphur � a pan l id or top , set it under your 
bed , and burn it to  run you away from the house . [Memphis 1553 : 9 . ] 

1285 6 . To rid yourself o f  an unwant ed vis itor , keep mixed salt and pepper 
handy and throw it after him or her on 3 succes s ive vis its . [Wilmington 
220 : 7+85 . ]  

12857 . You can rid yourself permanently of  an undes irable gues t by throwing 
sal t , pepper and sulphur behind him,  saying , GO you son-of-a-bitch. [Newport 
Hews 512 : 5 . ] 

12858 . An enemy can run you out of your house ,  permanently by burning in i� 
salt , cayenne pepper , and sulphur . [ Richmond 374 : 11 . ] 

1285 9 .  Dig a hole on each s ide of  the gate and into them bury salt , soda aad 
sulphur , calling the Lord ' s Name 3 times . This keeps any person with evil 
against you off  the property . [ Wilmington 205 : 3+85 . ]  

12860 . You can protect yourself agains t roots or root work by wearing sal� . 
black pepper and sulphur in your right shoe . [Wilmington 138 : 1+85 . ] 

12861 . Wear salt , red pepper and sulphur in both shoes as a protec�ioa 
against evil work . [Wilmington 208 : 2+85 ;  Newport News 506 : 4 . ] 

12862 . As an unusual method of  protecting your self against conjuratiaa, � 
salt , pepper and sulphur on top o f  your head . [A note  of mine reads : � is 
VBed in one CUPe story . Which? ] [Wilmington 119 : 6+8 5 . ]  

12863 . To protect yourself agains t walking over roots or anttbiDI plan� 
for you , grease the soles of your feet [ this for persons walkin& barefoo�] with 
a mixture of  salt , red pepper ,  sulphur and Innocent Oi Z  [ for la��er see 486 : 2 ,  
vberever that is ] and grease soles of feet . [Norfolk 488 : 5 . ] 
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12864 . You spect [ suspect ] somebody put somepin around fer you , or  give you 
to wear , sprinkle salt and pepper in this sulphir • • •  wear it in your shoes fer 9 
mornin ' s .  [Jacksonville 701 : 11 . ] 

12865 . Sprinkle sal t , pepper and vinegar in your house and on the doorsteps 
to prevent people from g ivin g you bad luck . [Washington , D . C .  822 : 2a . ] 

1286 6 .  I know an old woman that said if a man kep t on living on the place 
and go t disagreeable , she said she used to go out in the morning before day and 

walk backwards and throw 
SALTPETER SPRINKLED BY WOMAN - WALKING BACKWARD S 
BEFORE DAY - IN MAN ' S  PATH - Wl g{ING HIM TO LEAVE 

that saltpeter in his path 
in [ the form of ] a cross 
and wish him bad luck and 

he would leave that farm . They say saltpeter is a great hand to destory any
thing you don ' t like . [ Fredericksburg , Va . , by  Ediphone . ]  

SALTPETER OR GARLIC IN CLOTHE S OR SHOE S - NOT TRICKED 

yore shoes , if dey ' s tryin ' tuh git chew tricked. Yo ' 
shoes - either shoe you put in - dat saltpeter in your 
go out yo ' go t dat in . 

12867 . Now , yo ' kin 
take for ins tance in 
yore clothes or in 

wear saltpeter in yore 
shoes . An ' whenever yo ' 

Then you kin put a pod o f  garlic - garlic . They don ' t nevah beat the garlic . 
They cain ' t nevah do you nothin ' atall . 

(Where do you keep that ? )  
Anywhere about . Anywhere you g o  b e  sure yo ' go t dat garlic . Morning and 

night you keep it on yore person - de pod o f  garlic . An '  dat saltpeter in de 
bot tom of  your shoe - any shoe . Jes ' go an ' sprinkle de bottom o f  yore shoe 
with saltp eter . [Mobile , Ala . , ( 663) , 871 : 1 . ] 

SALTPETER-BLUE STONE SACK IN SHOE 
WALK OVER CONJURE 

12868 . An ' dey say yo ' kin take bluestone 
an ' saltpeter , beat it up an ' make yo ' a 
kine [ kind ] of a l ittle sack yo ' know lak 
[ sack-lak yo ' know] an ' wear it in yore 

shoe an ' dat ' ll keep yo ' from ketching dis s tuf f .  
(Anything that anybody put s down for you . ) 

Yes sir . [ Waycross , Ga . , ( 10 7 7 ) , 1 7 93 : 12 . ] 
12869 . "Get your [bath] water and bathe in it , and put a cer tain ' mount o f  

saltpeter in it , and bathe in it , and throw it  out at [ towards ] sunrise . Take 
a spell o f f  you . "  [Mob ile 978 : 2 . ] 

12870 . Saltpeter in bottom of shoes ,  "keep ' em from harming you . "  [Mob ile 
944 : 8 . ] 

12871 . Bury saltpeter at gate : "that will eat things up . "  [Mob ile 87 3 : 2 . ]  
12872 . "Anybody try in ' to harm you • • •  carry a lump of saltpeter • • •  let it dis

solve in your mouth and swallow it . "  [Mob ile 901 : 6 . ] 
1287 3 .  wear saltpeter in each shoe for succes s . [Memphis 1544 : 2 . ] 
12874 . Mix a tablespoonful of saltpeter with Jockey Club perfume an ' rub 

over hands for luck in gambling . The saltpeter kills any cunjure and Jockey 
Club sweetens the luck . [Memphis , ( 960) , 1546 : 7 .  This same mixture is used 
in a bag for the same purpose in 1546 : 6 . ] 

12875 . well , dey got a root dey call de Sampson Giant root .  
( Sampson what ? ) 
sampson Giant root .  I t ' s  a roo t ,  it ' s  imposs ible almo st to break it . Well , 

it would , could stand a tremendous pre ssure to break it , but j is '  hand it to a 
person ordinarily , they can ' t do anything with it . An '  they call i t  the samp
son Giant root.  And they claim that you kin take it and by using it through 
a perfume , or else using a p iece of gum , and you apply for a j ob ,  that nine 
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times out of  ten , whoever you ask for a j ob ,  he will write you up to go to work 

SAMPSON GIANT ROOT ALWAYS BRINGS JO B 
YOU MU Sf WALK ROUND - ENCIRCLE BO $ 

or  give you a proposition to come back 
at another time . That there ' s  no way 
to refuse you as long as you got a piece 
o f  it , and kin get around him so as to 

encircle him .  Why you go t him under your influence during that t ime .  
( You have t o  go and circle around him? ) 
C ircle and naturally he ' ll s top . And you tell him your bus iness , that you 

come to apply for a j ob .  And o f  course he ' s  more ' an apt to look over and give 
you somepin to do . That ' s  known as the Sampson Giant root .  [Norfolk , Va . , 
(4 70) ' 478 : 7 . ] 

12876 . C hew Sampson snakeroot and spit 3 times in front o f  boss  when asking 
for j ob .  [Memphis 1561 : 5 . ] 

12877 . Ah ' ve heard a person kin s t eal yore s cissors an ' put chew in bad 
luck , take yore luck from yo ' . 

----( How do they do that ? )  
Ah don ' t know how they d o  that ! [ Wilson , N .  Car . , ( 1454 ) , 2643 : 18 . ] 
1287 8 . Yo ' take dem scissors , a brand-new pair of scissors an ' yo ' put ' em  

undah yore bed , but chew open ' em an ' put ' em next tuh where yo ' lay , an ' open 
' em an ' them scissors will bring anything back to  yo ' dat chew want [ that was 
taken from you] : money or a woman or a man , anything yo ' want back to yo ' .  

SCI SSORS - OPEN ON FLOOR UNDER BED - LUCK 
[Algiers 2994 : 12 . ] 
12879 . Take de scissors an ' don ' 
close ' em up , open dem out yo ' know , 

an ' s tick dem [ them] down j es '  undahneath yore bed . S t ick de points up lak dat 
[ demonstrates ] .  Keep yo ' in good luck . 

(Have the scis sors open and the points s t icking up under your bed? )  
Yes . Yo ' know , j es '  lak de scissors open dis way , an ' j es ' s tick dem down 

dat way [ demonstrates ] .  [Points o f  scissors s tick down into floor . ]  
Or eithah a glas s of watah . Yo ' see , dat glas s of watah , j es ' have enough 

watah in it to know dere ' s  watah in de glass undah yor e bed . Dat ' s for luck . 
(The points of the s cissors are s ticking down to the floor under the bed . )  

[Wilson , N .  Car . , ( 1486) , 2660 : 14 . ] 
12880 . Dey take dese redhead s corpion . Ah know of  a woman blind her husband 

dataway . Take a redhead scorpion an ' git rid of yo ' data�y , too . Take a red

SCORPION - REDHEAD ONE - DRY AND POWDER 
THIS IN PERSON 1 S HAT BAND WILL BLIND HIM 

head s corp ion an ' kill it . Put hfa 
out , yo ' know , in de sun an ' let bia 
git good an ' dry . Dat head ' ll dry 
yo ' know, it  will git hard an ' dry . 

Take an ' beat it up fine an ' it be like powder . Yo ' know , mash it up . Den put 
it in de band o f  dere hat , like chew know around . 

( In side the band of  the hat ? ) 
Yes , dats right , an ' yo ' see dat sweat run down in dere eye . Blind 'a. jes ' 

as �hen yo ' come in dis �orZd. [ S t . Petersburg , Fla . , (1021) , 1652 : 2 . ] 
12881 . Why yo ' take dis s corpion an ' kill him an ' care [ carry ] ' ia  tuh a • • •  

Jes ' lak if yo ' wanted tuh kill a person , take dat scorpion an ' some blaCk SUD

SCORP ION - BLACK PEPPER - RED PEPPER - GRAVEYARD DIRT 
nE IT IN THERE - LET HIM SLEEP ON IT - COMMENCE 
FAILING - NO M . D .  - CAN HELP YOU - GET MAN WHO KNOWS 

powder an' aa.e red � 
per an '  sa.e paweJard 
dirt an' tie f.t dere . 
Put it on - &f.t a chance 
tub git inside his house 

an' let him sleep on it , an ' he commence failing . De doctors (M.D. '•] couldn ' t  
do anything - ain ' t nuthin d e  doctors could do - unlessen be [patient] goes tub 
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a man dat knows somep in abou t i t . [ S t .  P e t ersburg , Fla . , ( 104 2) ,  1691 : 2 . ] 
1 2 8 8 2 . Scrub your home with sugar , c innamon and wint ergreen and you mop that 

out . Don ' t put no soap or no powd er , j us t  mop the p lace in . Always s tart at de 

SCRUBS: SUGAR - CINNAMON - WINTERGREEN - NO SOAP OR 
POWDER - MOP IN - NEVER OUT - FINISH BY SPRINKLING 
CINNAMON AND STEEL DUST OVER - IN 4 CORNERS OF IDUSE 
E SPECIALLY GOOD TO DRAW IN OPENERS • F IR ST  CU STOMER S 

s ill o f  the doo r , mop i t  
in . T hen after that , 
take you s ome c innamon 
and stee l dus t and sprin
kle all around int o  the 
home , j us t  s prinkle it 

into the p lace - the four corners of the hous e . And that draws openers for you 
for busines s .  [New Orleans , L a . , (804) , 1130 : 3 . ] 

12883 . You can go to that same drug s tore and you can buy s ome dus t they 
call gavan dus t .  You take this gavan dus t and you - with your overnight urine -

SCRUBS : GAVAN OR GAZAN DU ST - NOT VAN-VAN - FORMER 
A BLACK POWDER - LATTER A RED LIQUID - BUY OOTH AT 
DRUG STORE - MIX WITH OVERNIGHf URINE - SPRINKLE ON 
BANQUETTE [ S IDE WALK IN NE W ORLEANS ] AND SCRU B  IN SIDE 
ALL T liT S  ATTRACTS CU STOMER S INTO YOUR IDU SE TO BU Y  

a whole bucket ful of 
overnight ur ine . An '  yo ' 
mix this gavan in the 
overnight urine and you 
s t ir it up . And you put 
that all round the b an
que t t e  at your place . 

You s crub wi th i t . And every cus tomer that pas ses , and if they smel l i t , it  
a t t racts big a t t ention . Catch them and they come right on into the p lace where 
you is . And i f  they go t a nickel or d ime , they is going to s p end it . 

(You mean van-van or • • •  ) 
Gavan. T hey g o t  van-van and gavan , but van-van is red and gavan is b lack . 

[My t rans crib er heard this word as Gagan, Which may be the original . ]  [New 
Orleans , La . , (809) , 1136 : 5 . ] 

1 2 8 84 . S crub it out good w ith Red Seal Lye , go t the red s eal [ trademark ] on 
i t  • • •  an ' yo ' wrench [ rins e ]  it good this day - like today - and tomorrow you go 

SCRUBS : RED SEAL LYE - SCRU B TODAY - TOMORROW U SE  
9 BUCKETS OF WATER - I N  9TH BUCKET ADD SUGAR AND 
C INNAMON AND FA SE LUCK - LUCKY - CAN RENT IDUSE 

and i t ' ll be lucky and you ' ll ,  can rent the hous e . 
( What kind o f  fas t  luak? )  

there and you us e nine 
bucke ts o f  wat er . And 
the ninth bucket o f  water 
you put sugar and cinnamon 
and Burben fas t  luak in it , 

Berb - bur - I believe - Burbeans - you know that s p ells b e ans . 
(Burb ean ' s ? )  

Yeah , Burbean ' s  Fas t  Luak. 
(What is i t , an o il o r  a powder? )  
I t ' s  a oil- like . You gets that outa the drug s tore . [New Orl eans , La . , 

( 8 5 1 ) , 1 3 1 7 : 4 . ]  
12885 . Now , if you b o t t leggin ' , 

s tore . You buy you a p ound o f  that 
you want t rade . Now you go to your drug 
brown sugah , you unders tand . You get choo 

SCRUBS: 1 POUND BROWN SUGAR FROM DRUG STORE - CODF IS H 
BALL [ FROM DRUG STORE] - NICKEL ' S  w:>RTH OF PARSLEY 
OOrL THI S  IN 2 1/ 2 QUART S OF WATER - BOIL IT DO� TO 
1 QUART - CLEAN UP WEDNE SDAY - SPRINKLE FRIDAY - BUT 
BEGIN AT FRONT - COME ON BACK - CRO W IF BOOTLEGGING 

a codf ish ball - you 
know what dat codf ish , 
b ig 0 [ o l e ]  codf ish ! 
You g e t  tha t  and g e t  
you a nickel ' s  wor th 
o f  pahsley [ pars ley ] . 
Now , you gona take dat 

pahsley , codf ish ball , the sugar . You take your wat er , ab out 2 quar ts or quar t 
an ' a half . Fix what you want , any kind o f  wat er . An ' yo ' put it in a pot or 
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bucke t ,  or whatsomever will hold it . And put all that s tuff into the water and 
let it boil . Let it boil down to one quart [ the magic o f  diminishing amount ] .  
An ' use your pot every morning , like Friday ' s ,  that myst be your busy day for 
Saturday . Like Wednesday you wan ' a  take that day for cleaning up . Well , you 
take that water and git you someone to go out to clean up your place for you -
j us t  sprinkle that water - go  to the front - come to the front like this [demon
strates ] , you see ,  an ' come right on in [ from the front door , leading future 
cus tomers in] . Now , I don ' t  tell you that peop le will spend their money there , 
but I ' ll guarantee you ' ll have a crowd there an ' you won ' t have s tanding rooa. 
But somebody will spend money . You unders tand how that is ? That ' ll square you . 

S:RUBS: SCRUBBING LYE - CHAMBER-LYE [HUMAN URINE ] 
SCRUB l-ELL WITH ON PORCH - AT DOOR - ON FLOOR S AND 
THEN TAKE A BATH WITH OIL OF BERGAMINE [ BERGAMOT ] 
THIS BRINGS IN CUSTOMERS AND KEEPS THE LAW QUIET 

I do that . [New Orleans , 
L a . , ( 815) , 1151 : 1 . ] 
1288 6 . To keep the laws 
away , s t ick that lye and 
keep scrubbing lye - � 
ber-lye [ ur ine] - use that 
and scrub well with it , 

all around the door place , the 
and forwards at . And then you 

(O il of what ? )  

doors and on the porch where they g o  backwards 
- you get some oil o f  bergamine [ b ergamot ] .  

Oil of  bePgamine . 
( Berg • • •  ) 
Bergumine - oil of  bergumine . 
(What ' s  that ? )  
[Here may b e  the f irs t t ime I ever heard this troublesome word bePgamine . 

Other hearings of the word followed . The long process by Which I came up with 
bePgamot I no longer remember . Many words gave me trouble . ]  

That ' s  a oil j es t  like o il o f  c innamon . It ' s got a scent , only de scent is 
different . See . And you put that in your bath water and bathe with i t .  

(What d o  you d o  that for? ) 
What do you do that for? well , anyt ime you come in contact with the law ,  you 

kin almos t  - always square ' em up . 
(I  see . )  [Vicksburg , Miss . , ( 743) , 1013 : 3 . ]  
12887 . In de bus iness line - fo ' cus tomers , if yo ' runnin ' dis place of busi

ness . Now , yo ' kin take when yo ' knock off [ clos e ]  dis place at night , put sa.e 

SCRUBS: AT BU SINES S CLOSING TIME - MOP FLOOR WITH 
�ARTS COLOGNE IN WATER - DON ' T  SWEEP D IRT OUT FRONT 
DOOR AFTER 6 P . M.  - ALL THIS MAKE S BUSINE SS PROSPER 

of dis Hearts Cotogne in 
de water an ' mop dis 
buildin ' out dat night . 
An '  don ' t sweep none of 
yore dirt out at night 

after s ix a ' clock , outa yore front atall . 
prosper mo ' • 

Dat ' ll make bus iness an ' yo ' ll 

(Brings cus tomers in . ) [ Brunswick , Ga . ,  (193 9 ) , 2 10 9 : 5 . ] 
12888 . The word seat in BOODOO means a small slip o f  paper on which a design 

or mess age is printed or written . Some hoodoo shops during the Great Depression 

SEALS : TYPE OF HAND PRINTED ON SLIP OF PAPER 
sold a printed s eal for a few 
p ennies to ent ice custa.ers into 
the shop , where they also sold 

salt , pepper , sugar , vinegar , etc . , all of  them cons idered purer and .are power
ful than in an ordinary food shop . S ome doctoPs made their own seal for clients 
or patients . And f inally the seat degenerated [ if that is the word ] to a point 
where anyone could des ign or write his own seat ! This latter word , seal , had 
become somewhat holy because  of  its us e in The Reve tation of John , las t book of  
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of the Bib le . As I said elsewhere ,  seals are hands , see No . 2 279 , p . 643 , v . l . ] 
A seal - get you some . I ' ve had one myself . 
(A what? ) 

A seal . 
(A seal ? ) 
Yes , sir . 
(You buy thes e? ) 

You buy de seal .  Use ' ly kin buy one out hePe at New OPleans [what a strange 
express ion for a person in Vicksburg to use ! ] .  And after getting this seal , 
it ' s  not suppose to be - it  supposed to be wore on you . You j us t  wear that 
yourself - [ protection agains t ]  the law • • •  

[ I  turn off machine too quickly and mus t  repeat informant ' s  words . ]  
(I t ' s  a white p iece of paper? ) 
Yes , s ir .  It ' s  got a seal [ a  des ign ] on it , but it ' s  somp in that you gets 

out ahePe at New OPleans . [Vicksburg , M is s . , (742) , 1012 : 2 . ] 
12889 . Seal ovah de do ' .  

SEALS ONCE AGAIN (What kind of a seal?  A seal from the Sixth and Seventh 
books of Moses ? )  

[ S ince these were considered by Moses , they also added to the holines s of seals .] 
Yeah .  No . De LC11JJd is mah shephePd. Ah shall not want . 
(You write that on a p iece of  paper? )  

Dat ' s  right . He made me de light . Ah 'm in gPeen pastuPe . He anoint mah head 
wit oi l .  

(And that will keep the law away , i f  you are b oo tlegging or anything . )  
Dat ' s  right . [ Brunswick , Ga . , (1237) , 2102 : 2 . ] 
12890 . You kin take three mens . 
( What? ) 
Mens , like you and I .  
(Oh , take three men. Yes ? )  

Three men and in be tween these men you can j us t  say that you wanta take one 
of them mens as a trap . You wanta take this man here and trap these two men . 

SEX : SEMEN IN NEW BOTTLE OF WIISKEY - LET STAND IN 
LEFT- EAND CORNER OF A HOU SE OR ROOM 9 DAYS - SEE THAT 
MALE RIVALS AND 'WOMAN HERSELF DRINK S FROM BOTTLE 

Well , you kin give that 
man there anything that 
you wanta eat [ or drink] . 
Take a bottle of whiskey 
that ' s  never been us ed 

and you take your hand and play with yours elf unt il you discharge . [Human semen 
is common in BOODOO. ] You put it in this whiskey and you s top it up and you 
turn that down like that and leave it for nine days . 

(So that it is leaning agains t something? )  
Yes , in the corner of  the hous e - in the left hand corner of the house .  

[This is a cornering rite , very common . The left-hand corner is to the left 
as you enter hous e or room . ] 

(All right . ) 
All right , in 9 day s you take this whiskey up . At 9 o ' clock you meet this 

party and you ask him if he wants a drink .  You gotta be  sure that he do ' s  dr ink , 
and you take some and give it  to him .  And then you leave him with the bottle . 
They drink it  all up . Whatever they do with it , you see ' em drink some before 
you leave ' em .  If they got one or two men , they ' ll finely wean away from them 
men and crave to you . 

(You do this to a woman? ) 
Yes .  [New Orleans , La . , (883 ) , 1456 : 6 . ] 
12891 . I tell you how that is did . She takes some of his discharge ,  and use 
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s ome kind of solution on i t , and us e it like dat and 

SEX : SEMEN - UNKNO t-N ROOT SOLUTION KNO'to.N TO OLD MAN 
HERE - URINE - STOP UP BOTTLE - SHAKE 9 MORN INGS 
lOTH MORNING S HE  THR0\5 BOTTLE OVER RIGHT S lDULDER 
BREAKING IT - THEN SHE TURN ROUND TO RIGHT - PICK 
UP WHAT ' S LEFT - WRAP S  THEM - HIDE S - HE I S  lMPOTENT 

have you [ a  man} so you 
can ' t have no amb itions 
for her or no other woman .  
(What would she do with 
that? ) 
Jus t  take it and there 
some kind of solution that 
made up with some kind o f  

root , some kind of  root you g o  out and 
of i t .  And when she gets up she shake 

(She put s the solution together? ) 

get . I know a old man out chere got some 
dat bottle . 

Puts the solution in with the urinate ,  and with this roo t and stop it up , and 
shake dat bottle every morning for nine mornings .  And the tenth morning , ins tead 
of her shaking it , she throws it over her right shoulder and breaks the bottle . 
Then as she turns around , she turns to the right . 

(She turns to the right? ) 
Turn to the righ� when she turns , and pick that up . Just  pick up what ' s  

lef t , the roots and things o f  that kind , and takes ' em  and wraps ' em  up and 
places ' em away to some s afe place . 

(And what will that do t o  him? ) 
That will keep him from having anything to do with anybody . 
His use goes entirely away . [ Richmond , Va . , ( 4 20 ) , 37 3 : 2 . ] 
1 2 8 9 2 . I ' ve heard of a cas e of that kind , where he runs around and she don ' t  

want him to run around . You go to the drug s tore and get you some s terile cot

SEX : MAN WIPE S  WITH NEW LINEN HANDKERCHIEF - WOMAN 
WITH NEW STERILE COTTON - SHE TIE S COTTON IN CENTER 

OF HANDKERC HIEF - 4 CORNERS OF HANDKERCHIEF - AND 
CENTER COTTON PIECE MAKE THIS A QUINCUNX - RITE OF 
5 POINTS - SHE TIE S ONE SET OF DIAGONALS - 2 POINTS 
TOGETHER - THEN THE OTHER SET OF 2 POINTS - THE SE 
4 CUT-OFF END S WERE AJDVE THE KNOT - 4 END S AND 
KNOTTED BUNDLE SHE PUT S IN MATTRESS  - HE STAYS HOME 

ton . When you go to b ed 
at night , and if you have 
connection with him ,  you 
g ive him a towel to us e 
on himself , and after you 
have connect ion with him,  
let him do everything , 
don ' t you do nothing . And 
when you have f inished , 
you use that co tton ,  and 

give him a towel to us e .  You take that and get you a man ' s  pocket handkerchief . 
You take and tie it  up in the middl e  of  that handkerchief , the cotton that I ' ve 
us ed . [A quincunx rit e ,  the center o f  4 corners 1 I ' ve used the co tton myself . 
He ' ll never know the difference you see . I ' ll t ie i t  up in that handkerchief 
like this [ demons trates ] .  Be sure it ' s  linen . Get a brand-new handkerch ief and 
tie in there , and cut the ends of  that handkerchief off , open my mattress and 
put it in that mat tress ,  and he ' ll never run around no more . [New Orleans , La . ,  
(855 ) '  1 3 51 : 7  . }  

1 2 89 3 . [The se two s eparate r i t es I have left together for the sake of the 
reference ; the f irs t rite being somewhat special , the second fairly common: ] 

(1) ill,: ENDURANCE RITE - CUT OFF BOTTOM OF DIRTY 
STOCKING - USE CONNECTION [ SEMEN] ON IT - STOP UP 

LATER YOU CAN JE S '  CONTINUE - CONTINUE - CONTINUE 
(2) j!!: STOP UP MAN 1 S URINE AFTERWARD - TO IDLD HIM 

Dey ' ll take de bottoa, 
j es '  lak yo ' got a ole 
p iece of stockin' an '  
t ake de  bottoa out of a 
s tockin ' . Cut it off 
an ' let it be dirty . 

It can ' t  do yo ' no harm unless it ' s  dirty . Dey take de bottom of dat stockin ' 
an '  cut i t  out - cut de bottom of dat stockin ' out - an '  takes it an '  stops it 
up .  If dey kin g it a chance , yo ' know , when dey make connection, dey kin use 
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dat . Stop it  up , j es '  cont inue - continue - cont inue . 
Well , j es '  lak if yo ' wus a man , wus comin ' to mah hous e ,  an ' wus goin '  into 

anything wit me , yo ' know , an ' ah ' d  git chew sometime . Dere ' s  de bucket right 
dere . Make yore connec t ion [ urine ] right dere in dat bucket . Well , ah ' m  not 
go in ' make none in dere . Ah 'm put t in ' yo ' up to make it . [Then I ]  s top it up . 
[ Savannah , Ga . , ( 12 7 2 ) , 215 2 : 7 . ] 

1289 4 .  I f a man have a Zaay out dere whut he consumin ' his time wit an ' she 
devo ted to him ,  well if it ever come a time when he can find no sensation wit 

SEX : MAN ' S  NATURE [ SEMEN ] AND l«)MAN ' S  [MENSTRUAL ] 
IN MATTRE SS UNDER HI S  HEAD - FEELING ONLY FOR HER 

her , well it  isn ' t but one 
thing that she had to do . 
Well , that nature that 
flows , j es '  put it on a rag 

or somepin like that an ' put it away in de bed under de mattres s j es '  so he don ' 
know it - under hi s head . well quite natural he won ' t  have no feeling fo ' no 
one else but her .  [Recording bad ,  I evidently ask Whose nature . ] 

Both of ' ems . [ S t .  Petersburg , Fla . , (979) , 1586 : 11 . ] 
12895 . I f a man has a discharge with me , why ah take mine and his bo th to 

gether an ' put it on cot ton an '  s top it up , why he ' ll nevah bother with nobody 

SEX : MAN ' S  DISCHARGE AND WOMAN ' S  DI�ARGE BOTTLED 
but j es '  me . [T his woman 
takes the man ' s  discharge , 
s emen ; but what does she 

take from herself? I mean , what does she think she takes ? There is evidence 
in BOODOO to indicate that some of these women had no idea of  ovulation , that 
she like animals lays eggs ; that that egg is not laid (or propelled) at the 
moment of orgasm . I leave this comp licated business to the medical experts . ]  
[Fayet teville , N .  Car . , ( 1417) , 2551 : 11 . ] 

128 9 6 . Now , if you want to divorce her - if you want to break this up - if 
you get on to [ suspect ] her - you are susp icious . [ I f  you suspect she had you 

SEX : MAN HAS LO sr HI S  COURAGE BY �MAN MEA SURING HIM 
WITH STRING S HE  TIED A:OOUT HER WAIST - AS A CURE HE 
WEARS CLEAN WHITE SOC KS - BUY S  BOTTLE OF BEER - GOE S 
FOR WALK - POUR S BEER INTO LEFT SHOE - DRINKS IT ALL 
HOLD S EMPTY BOTTLE IN LEFT HAND - BRINGS BOTTLE TO 
BACK OF HIS NECK - THRO\li IT IN FRONT OF HIM - CURED 

tied up , has made you 
sexually impotent . ]  J is' 
go on , put you on you 
some clean socks , walk 
on to a beer j oint -
some place . 
(To a beer j oint ? )  
Yeah . Get you a bot tle 

of beer and go on walking . Walk far enough where you beg in to perspire and 
when your feet get hot and you persp ire , s top and s it down . Take the lef t shoe 
off . Pour this bottle o f  beer in that left shoe . Dr ink the beer out o f  the 
shoe instead of the bottle . Close the bot tle . S tand this way [ demonstrates ] 
and turn your hands [ this way ] and throw it [ bottle]  s traight out in front of 
you , with your wish [ that your impotence leaves ] .  It [potency] comes back again . 

(I see . ) 
Yes , all the affection is taken away from her . 
(I  see . Take this beer b ottle in the left hand , then , you bring it  around 

to the back o f  your neck . ) 
Yes , that ' s right . 
And take that [ bottle ]  in your right hand and throw right directly in front 

of you . )  
( I  see . And that breaks the spell o f  that string around her wais t . )  
Sure. Yes , sir .  [MY preceding comment is a good examp Ze of my using in

formation informant had given before researching began. Woman had "tied him 
up "  by meaJJUPing him with a s tring and tying it about her wais t . ] 
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(It should do it? ) 
Sure . I ' ve seen it do it . 
( I  see , I see . ) [The wish is the power ! ]  [Vicksburg , Miss . , (77 6) , 1069 : 3 . ] 
12897 . Well , if  de [ •  dey • they ] want make him s tay home , it ' s  a little 

b lue blossom grows in de woods j es '  lak de  b lossom in a woman ' s [ something ] , yo ' 

SEX : CHASTITY BELT SUBSTITUTE 
m..UE FLOWER IN WOODS 
LOOKS LIKE WOMAN ' S  NEST 

know , dat little nest o f  hern - j es '  lak dat . 
Yo ' kin take dat [ blos som]  an ' s teep dat [ in 
water ] an ' make him stay home . Yo ' kin s teep 
dat - say if he ' s a coffee drinker - an ' sweeten 
it round de home . Sprinkle it round . It ' s a 

little vine wit a blue b lossom on it . S teep it  an ' put a lit tle of dat in his 
cup . Man , he couldn ' t  put a collah an ' chain round his laig an ' pull him ' way 
from home . 

(What do they call that vine , do you know? ) 
Dey call [ it ]  a true vine , true vine . Hit ' s  wit a b lue blossom like dat 

bloss om be ' s  on a woman , yo ' know . [ Even S hakespeare in Hamlet was concerned 
with a s imilar plant . ]  [ Brunswick , Ga . , (1208) , 2062 : 8 . ] 

12898 . Woman ' s  drawers , why you gotta tie nine knots in them.  
(How do they do  that ? )  
How would j ew do it?  Jes ' take a cord , you know j es '  like dis is heah 

[ electric cord from my machine to floor plug ] . You see , dat cord . An '  t ie it 

SEX : CHASTITY BELT SUBSTITUTE - LEGS OF HER 
OLD-FASHIONED DRAWERS ARE TIED INTO 9 KNOTS 

round dere nine times . Take it 
down , s ee , and you measure i t  up 
s ide wit sompin o f  yours , and 
then put ' em  back . Well , she ' ll 

go out .  She can ' t  s leep with no man , she ' s  go tta come back . [ The magic here 
is simple and direct , the woman is unable to stretch her legs apart ! ] [ Charles

SEX : CHA ST ITY BELT SUBSTITUTE 
FLOUR - URINE - DOG BURS 

ton ,  s .  Car . , (530) , 641 : 7 . ] 
12899 . Well ,  you take flour dough . Understand , 
take flour dough - take a lit tle urinat e  tha ' 
chao use [ to work the dough ] . An ' let that 

dough dry out whare [ where ] you kin grind it into a powder-like .  Then after 
you are outs ide [ your house ] , gone away from your home - do you know the dog 
burs? Have you ever heard tell o f  dog burs? I t ' s  a little sharp bur . 

(A little bur that s ticks in you? ) 
[Dog bur is the hounds -tongue , "a coars e weed (Cynoglossum officinale) having 

tongue shaped leaves and reddish flowers succeeded by nutlets covered with barb
ed prickles • •  " ]  

That ' s  right . Put 5 burs ins ide o f  that dough with that [ urine ] and then 
when you go out , why you gon ' a  t ake that [ dough] and lay it under the bottom 
of your st eps . There ' s  no man will fool wit your woman while you ' re gone . 
[Hew Orleans , La . , (812) , 1144 : 5 . ] 

12900 . [The se following rites , except ing a few new locations of belief s  
and a detail or two , add little to  the dog rites in volume 3 ,  numbers 2408-2419 . ]  

m: MORE DOG LIVER RITES 
Dey tell me , dat i f  you having trouble in yore home 
with your family , dat if yo ' wanta ketch ' em  so dat 
yo ' know who it is yo ' havin ' trouble with , dey tell 

.e to takes yo ' a piece of dog liver an ' give it to yore wife , an ' whenever dis 
fellah come b ack in dere , why he ' ll b e  fas tened dere an ' stay until yo ' come . 
(Wilson 2 647 : 16 . ] 

12901 . If man and woman stuck [ together ] ,  rub between them with dog liver 
( to loosen them] . [ This is a sort of  hair of the dog that bit you remedy , pre
sawi ng the trouble had s tarted with dog liver . ]  [ Charleston 5 93 : 3 . ] 
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12902 . If man and woman s tuck from eating dog liver , never get them apart 
b ecause the dog has been killed ; it  kills them . [To us e the dog ' s  liver the 
animal had to be killed . The purpose of  this rite is to be rid o f  both p er
sons - murder without dis covery ! ]  [Mob ile 942 : 4 . ] 

12903 . To make the man stiak , use liver from male dog ; to aatah woman , use 
liver from female dog . [ Charleston 612 : 3 . ] 

12904 . Use male dog liver to catch man . [Mt . Vernon (on Eas tern Shore) , 
Md . ,  by hand . ] [ Presumably the woman was not caught by female liver or I was 
too inexperienced o r too much of a doubter about thes e unusual b elief s . Even 
the folklore world had never heard o f  them ! ] 

1 2905 . "Use a black dog wit a woman ; a � wit a man . Kill b lack dog after 
that [ dog ] has aopuZated, bury liver under Zeak of  house ; " woman and o ther man 
tied. [ That word aopuZated looks like my subs titut ion for a more usual word . 
The remaining part of the liver used is buried under the drainspot from the 
roof . ]  [ Charles ton 6 29 : 9 . ]  

12906 . The � proudin ' used and liver fed etc . [Vicksburg 99 7 : 5 . ] 
1290 7 . K ill � when she ' s  proudin ' ,  cook her liver , g ive it to a p erson , 

causes P. Cap. [Washington , D . C .  8 26 : 2 . ]  
12 90 8 .  Wife puts dog dung [not liver ] on rag , wipes husband after inter

cours e ; when he goes with another woman they get s tuck . [Richmond 333 : 8 ,  from 
Johnson the Indian-blackman roo t doc tor o f  Richmond , a friendly p erson who gave 
me root I carried in my recording machine as long as I used it . Supers titions ? 
Not all all . I could always pull out the root to show o ther doators , all o f  
them skeptical about i t s  worth ! Richmond 333 : 8 . ] 

12 909 .  Dog liver baked to a powder and rubber on woman ' s  vagina . [Norfolk 

Belief known at Newport News , 513 : 9 .  
Belief known in Balt imore , 4 3 : 2 .  

483 : 1 . ]  
12910 . 
12911 . 
12912 .  
12913 . 

L iver must come from bitch in heat . [ Richmond 288 : 2 . ] 

s oak it in 
well dey say dey take de snail an ' yo ' boil him - de woman do - an ' 
a rag . Boil him up good an ' den put de rag in a ,  a nice clean rag , 

SEX :  SNAIL USE IN 
in dere , den wring it out an ' let it dry . An '  den let de 
man wipe wit dat rag after dey have intercourse ,  an ' dat 
will take away his nature .  [ Snail rite were also g iven 

in No . 2458-2470 , in v . 3 , and there are probab ly a number in interviews . ]  [ Way
cros s ,  Ga . , ( 1086) , 1755 : 10 . ] 

129 14 . Yo ' kin take a snail an ' put it with fresh hog lard an ' s t ew i t  down 
an ' grease a man ' s  privates with that an ' that ' ll keep him from havin ' any 
nature . [ Waycro s s  1961 : 6 . ] 

12915 . Drag snail acros s stroud of underwear , cro s s  it [make a cros s mark 
on stroud with snai l ]  [victim]  can ' t have anything to do [no sexual relat ions ] 
with anyone . Take snail and put in bottle and bury unt il dead . [ The preceding 
stroud is c ertainly � a course garment on blanket (probab ly made in S troud , 
England) and once used in North American Indian trade . ]  The meaning of the 
word is clear , the spelling is the prob lem. Yes , I frequently as ked for spell
ings . [Memphis , Tenn . , ( 962) , 1554 : 3 . ] 

12916.  Snail into cup with fresh lard , boil down , use as  salve , cure for 
impotence . [Memphis 1561 : 2 . ] 

----

12917 . Snail , yolk of egg , sugar , close up , in 3 days snail d ies , use for 
impotence . [Memphi s 1564 : 3 . ] 

12918 . If  yo ' had a sweetheart an ' wanted tub be 
dealin ' s  with chure husban ' an ' yo ' kin put dat in a 
up ovah de top of yore do ' an ' he ' ll always b e  crazy 

in love , yo ' could have 
bottle an ' yo ' kin put dat 
' bout chew . 
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(Xour husband will? )  
Yessuh .  [ Surely the lover ! ]  [Memphis , Tenn . , ( 949) , 1531 : 20 . ] 
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12919 . WOman mixes man ' s  nature [ semen ] with peach tree s ap and ties it up 
[ in a p iece o f  cloth ] to tie him up - to make him impotent with other women . 
[The magic here is probab ly based upon the fact that peach-tree sap can harden 
into a gum. ] [ Richmond 326 : 2 . ] 

12920 . His � [ s emen] beat up with banana [ phallic symbol ] and toenail 
dirt , give to woman . [Memphis 1572 : 8 . ] 

12921 . (They shoot the shadow , you say? )  
Yeah . 
well , dey do dat to harm a pusson , get him into trouble - harm ' em .  Yo ' be  

up dere - standin ' dere - o f  co ' s  [ course]  dis de individual , yo ' understand . 

SHADOW : MEASURE WITH WALKING STICK - LATER 
SHOOT IN HEART - A CAUSE OF HEART TROUBLE 

Yo ' have a walkin ' s t ick , s ee .  
While h e  s tandin ' up , yo ' b e  mark
in ' in de ground . Yo ' mark where 
his shadah is , yo ' know . Well , 

after he go yo ' know , yo ' shoot dat 
See , wheah yo ' heart is , yo ' know. 

(And what will that do to them? ) 

shadow an ' yo ' shoo t right in de heart . 

Dat give dem heart trouble . [ Charles ton , S .  Car . , (5 18 , Doator Nelson , see 
pp . l59 9-1600 , v . 2 ;  pp . 2260-2211 , v . 3 ;  No . 7413 , p . 3270 , v . 4) ,  6 09 : 7 . ]  

1292 2 .  J is '  take a [ gun ] shell an ' cut it open , an ' take a s ilvah d ime -
she [ sure ] it be a silvah dime . Cut it up an ' put it back in de shell an ' shet 
it back up . An ' yo ' shadah • • •  an ' he sho t  at yo ' shadah , he ' d  hi ' cheh [ hit 
you ] . Dat j es '  kill a person . [Wilmington , N .  Car . , (323) , 259 : 1+85 . ]  

129 2 3 . They take the measure of your shadow and � this measure : "Yo ' 
begin to lingah an ' drindle away . " [Washington , D . C . , 824 : 1 . ] 

12924 . De way ah heard it , dey says : j es ' lak yo ' see a person ' s shadow. 
Yo ' take de measure o f  his shadow . Jes ' lak a person walkin ' along an ' he hap

SHADOW: MEASURE PERSON ' S  - BURY - KILLS HIM 
pen tuh s top an ' yore shadow' s up 
' gins t de house or • • • •  Well yo ' 
j es '  take dat width . Write it 

lak 18 inches or whatsomever : two an ' a half foo t or whatsomever yo ' see , or 
six and a half o r  whatsomever it is . Yo ' j es '  do dat an ' bury dat - de inform
ation . Dat ' s  tuh run someone , somp in other lak dat . 

(What will that do to a person? ) 
Dat will kill dem. [ S t .  Petersbur g , Fla . , ( 9 7 7 ) , 1584 : 10 . ] 
12925 . If a man huntin ' a j ob an ' he wanted a j ob ,  de f irs t thing , he ' s  got

ta make de man feel he ' s  sorry fo ' him,  an ' to do dat , he ' d  have to carry on h im  
what is known a s  Shame 

SHAME BRIER:  SENS ITIVE PLANT - CLO SE S  UP IF TOUCHED 
SAY TO PLANT " BE SHAMED" AND TELL IT WHAT YOU WANT 
[FOR IDENTITY - NAME S - EXAMPLE S - SEE v . 1 ,  p .  646 f .  ] 
GET 9 LEAVES - WRAP THEM - CARRY TO PLACE FOR A JO B 

Brier . But he mustn ' t  
git de Shame Brier unt il 
it closes up . Yo ' see , 
de leaves is open , an ' 
deh , dey ' ll clo se up . 

But chew gotta pas s  de han ' ovah dere an ' say tuh de Shame Brier tuh "be shamed", 
or whatevah yo ' wanta do , yo ' tell de brier dat an ' tell de brier tuh be shamed . 
An '  den when it clo ses up - i t  will close up itself . Well , yo ' g it chew nine o f  
dose leaves . Yo ' wrap dem up an ' den take ' em on tuh where yo ' wanta go an ' den 
ask fo ' yo ' j ob .  

(That will get you the j ob . )  
12926 . Tuh make de boss  give 

yo' goin ' down dere . S ee ,  if de 

[ Brunswick , Ga . , ( just  before 1240) , 2106 : 2 . ]  
yo ' j obs , now . Now , if  yo ' wanta j ob an ' if 
boss is mean to all de rest  of  de  people - mean 
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to yo ' - he give everybody a j ob but chew . All right , well yo ' git chew a lit

SHAME BRIER - OR BE 'SHAMED BRIER ROOT - CHEW - SPIT 
AT BO SS ' S  FEET - SPRINKLE CAYENNE PEPPER CRO SS PATH 

tle p iece of saltpeter 
an ' put into yore pocket. 
Well , den yo ' s ee yo ' 
g it dis heah be 'shamed 

brier root , as ah tole yo ' , an ' have dat in yore mouth an ' sp it down to his 
feet s .  An ' den if he ' s very mean - if he ' s  very hard - yo ' spr inkle a little 
dis heah cayenne pepper cross  his path like if  dis he office heah . Ah sprinkle 
little dis cross  yore o f f ice where yo ' go in to go into yore place of business 
an ' ah have dat in mah mouth , an ' ah says , "Say ,  Captain . " Yo ' know it 's quite 
natural fo ' a co lored man to cal l  a white man "Captain " or "Boss� " see . Well , 
"Say ,  Bos s ,  listen ,  whut about a j ob dis mornin ' . "  Den he ' ll look around - an ' 
be done crossed dis peppah , yo ' see - he look around an ' he say� "Well�  Old Doc� 
yo ' don ' t  wanna work if ah done give yo ' a job . " Yo ' say ,  "Well , all right , yo ' 
try me . "  

He say , "Well , den go on out an ' s ee whut chew kin do . "  
Yo ' see , he done changed his mind . Yes sir , h is mind is changed completely . 

[Mob ile , Ala . , ( 656) , 941 : 1 . ] 
1 2 92 7 . ( How do they use that ? )  
well , they tell me that you have to get it at midnight . 
(This shame grass . ) 
Shame grass . 
(What does it look like? ) 

Well , it ' s ,  has thick leaf and if you run your hand over it , the leaf will 
wither up . If you put your hand over it , you can tell it . 

SHAME GRASS [=  SHAME BRIER] PICK AT MIDNIGHT - HAS 
THICK LEAF - RUN HAND OVER - IT WITHERS UP - MEN 
CARRY IT IN POCKET OR CHEW - T BEY WALKS UP TO A 
WOMAN • • •  SHE 'LL llA VE TO DO JU SE WHAT HE SAYS DO 

( I  see . )  
And you can take the root 
of that and mens carries 
it in their pockets or 
either chew it in their 
mouths . And every what 

[whatever ] they walks up to a woman and wants her to [ do ] , command her to do , 
she ' ll have to do j ust what he says do . You takes it - you can tell it . It ' s  
a herb that grows and runs on the ground like a vine , and the minute you do 
like that [ touch i t ]  the leaves will close together . 

(That ' s all he does , j ust  chew it ? )  
You chew it or either carry it in your pocket . And any time you rubs it in 

your hands and lays your hands on her body anywhere ,  she ' ll do j ust  what you 
want her to do . [Mob ile , Ala . , ( 710) , 9 80 : 2 . ] 

12928 . Yo ' walk down de railroad [ track] to a bramble brier an ' when dis 
brier leaves begin tub [ turn up ] ,  yo ' gits down an ' git a piece of  de roo t . 

SHAME BRIER FROM RAILROAD TRACK - LOOK BOSS IN EYE S 
Chew j es '  a little piece 
an ' keep a little p iece 
in yore hand . Yo ' walks 

up to him an ' says , " Boss , ah ' m  down , ah want a j ob today. " Well , if yo ' j es ' 
don ' let him look around an ' yo ' keep his eye right into yore eyes [ looking 
boss in the eyes is a common feature of many j ob rites ] an ' if anything roun ' 
dere he goin '  g ive yo ' a j ob dat day . [ Sumter , s .  Car . , (1367) , 2419 : 12 . ] 

BE SllAME BRIER OR BE SHAME ROOT - CUT UP - SEW UP 
IN CLOTH - FEED HEARTS COLOGNE - LUCK FOR ANYTHING 

in dere an '  put dis heah Heart s Cologne wit it . 

12929 . An ' some say yo ' 
g it dis heah Be Shame Root� 
Be Shame Brier an ' git hit 
an ' cut it up an ' put it 
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Olbat do you put tha t roo t in? ) 
In a cloth an ' s ew i t  up an ' wear i t . Say dat wi ll make yo ' be lucky in any

thing yo ' put chure han ' tub do . [ Ro o t  became a normal hand for any kind of 
luck . ] [Waycro s s , Ga . , ( 107 7 ) , 1744 : 11 . ] 

1 2 930 .  Ah l earned ab out de new shing le 
l ike dat . Dey s aid dat if yo ' have - j es '  

from a hou s e , s ech as bad luck or 
like dis building heah an ' yo ' ovah 

smNGLE - NEW - TACKED ON IDUSE MOVE S PERSON WITHIN 
U SUALLY RITE KEEP S OUT SP IRIT S  - ITS U SE HERE GOOD 

yondah somewhere . Git 
chew a new shingle an '  
bring i t  an ' tack it on 

anyb ody to l eave out from d i s  buildin ' .  When yo ' 
dey said i t  won ' t b e  long b efo ' someone will take 
dey t ake s ick when dey git up , dey ' ll leave out . 

dis build in ' , if yo ' want 
tack dat new shingle on dere , 
s i ck in dat hou s e , an ' aftah 

(You tack a new shingle on s omebody ' s  hous e . ) [Waycross , Ga . ,  (115 9) , 
1935 : 4 . ] 

12931 . Well , you 
time an ' mix up , mix 

t ake a man dat - a pers on what wanna have you home all de 
up [ confus ed ] from t ime to t ime dat - he would come in your 

SHIRT - WOMAN CUTS P IECE FROM MAN ' S  SHIRTTAIL - KEEP S 
mM CRO SS WITH WIFE - KEEP S  HIM COMING TO SHIRT PIECE 

home and he would git a 
p iece of  yore garment . 
Jes ' Zike you go t  dat 
shirt [ author ' s  shir t 

brings a vers ion o f  the shir t tail ri t e  to informant ' s  mind ] . I f  he [ the man we 
s tar ted with ]  would see any thing keerles s around your home { soiled clo thing ] , 
like you g o t t a  hang yore shirt [ but don ' t ] , some s tuff around no t put in de 
dirty bag . He [ the man we began with wi ll s oon b e  chang ed to a woman b e cause 
this is a shir t tail rite ] would take your shirt and carry i t  on home and take 
a small p iece out de b ack , right under de back . [Here informant changes to a 
woman . ]  And a woman - mo s t  woman do it , no man . But mo s t  women do dat to keep 
up de home when she want d i s  man . See . She would take a small p iece out of it 
and cut dat ou t dat shirt and s lap dat [ shir t ] . [ She ] come on back and put dat 
shirt back where he is . And dat man would al l de t ime be cro s s  with his wif e . 
[Woman cutt ing p iece out o f  man ' s  shir t is no t his wif e . ] No thin ' she do c ould 
sui t him. [ Charles ton , S. C ar . , ( ? ) ,  652 : 6 . ] 

12932 . Ah knows dat ' s  all right ab out de shoes . Jes ' s ay if yo ' an '  a 
woman wus in love tuhgether , an ' by s ome means dat chew think dat d i s  woman is 

SHOES : PUT ON - WALK FAST UNTIL FEET SWEAT - POUR 

WINE INTO SHOE - DRINK - SEPARATE S MAN FROM UNWANTED 
WMAN - ANOTHER DRIN KING-FROM- SHOE RITE IS NO . l 2896 

not de r ight woman fo ' 
yo ' , an ' yo ' want s  tuh 
g i t  loos e  from her , yo '  
put on yore sho es an '  
j es '  g it out an '  walk. 

Valk fas t . Yo ' know dat chure feet will perspire but no t smelly . Pull dea 
shoe off an ' po ' s ome wine in ' em an ' drink dat wine . Dat ' ll s ep arate yo ' au '  
her .  [ For ano ther dr inking-out- of- shoe ri t e , see 1289 6 , p . 4412 . ] [ B�ck. 
Ga . , (1174) , 19 80 : 7 . ] 

129 3 3 . If she ' s  got his shoes , she ' l l git de ins ide o f  dat lining in dere 
[ insole ] dat he wear next to h is f ee t . She will g i t  dat , an ' if she kiD git 
' at ,  she kin t ake ' at an ' put s ome - g i t  s ome brims tone an ' sulphur . Put dat 
in a p iece o f  rag or s ome tis sue paper f ir s t . Wrap d i s  up in t issue paper , but 
wrap coming to h er , s ee .  Wrap coming to her . Dis s ame thing , if she take it 
an' put it in under her bed , yo ' under s tand , an leave it dere fo ' nine .arnings 
under her bed or - don ' t put it under her haid be caus e dat would take as much 
effect on h er haid as i t  would his ' n .  Put i t  about d e  middle of her bed [ center 
of bed makes this a quincunx r i t e ]  ab out where · her body rests , yo ' know, fo ' 9 
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consecut ive [ days ] .  An '  ' fore dat t ime , dey say dat he will be j us t  back to her 
or goin ' crazy fo ' to g it back to her . 

(After she wraps that material up in the tissue paper , what does she do wi th 
that shoe sole? ) [My words shoe sole here confuses informant , we had been talk

SHOE S :  ][NER SOLE - BRIMSTONE - SULPHUR - WRAP IN 
TISSUE PAPER - WRAP COMING TO YOU - KEEP UNDER BED 
9 NIGHTS - DON ' T  PUT UNDER OliN HEAD - IT WILL AFFECT 
YOUR HEAD INSTEAD OF VICTIM ' S - MIDDLE OF BED MEANS 
A QUINCUNX RITE - MAN RETURN S IN 9 DAYS - A  SIMILAR 
RITE : SHOE SOLE FIX WITH RED PEPPER - BRIMSTONE - OIL 
OF RO SE - SULP BUR - WRAP - BURY AT HER DOORSTEP AND 
HAND UP IDRSE SHOE COMING IN - USE HER URINE FOR 
9 MORNINGS ON HORSE SHOE - THI S  AL SO  BRINGS MAN BACK 

ing about the inner lin
ing . Another rite for 
the same purpose now be 
gins . ] 
Dat shoe sole , after she 
f ix dat up , put it in 
some red pepper now , an ' 
brimstone , yeah . It ' s  
red pepper an ' oil o f  
rose , yeah . Yo ' git  dat 
in de drug store . [No

tice : red pepper in the drug store . ] O il of rose , wrap dat up . Course dat ' s  
liquid but chew wrap dat together an ' dat sulphur will ' solve an ' come to b e  a 
cake somp in like a flour dough , yo ' know . Yo ' understan '  whut ah mean . Yo ' 
wrap dat together an ' bury it . Bury dat at her doorsteps - at her doorstep s . 
An '  at de same t ime she wanta g it her whut chew call a horseshoe an ' f ix it up . 
Put dat horseshoe de way it ' s  coming in , not de way it ' s  go in ' out - de way it ' s 
coming in . An ' let it stay dere , an ' don ' t nevah take it  down . N ine mornings 
let it stay dere an ' aftah de 9 mornings ,  during 9 morning s ,  she must  make her 
urinate 9 mornings . Yo ' unders tand whut ah mean . But fo ' evah leave dat horse
shoe dere . When he comes back she will leave de horseshoe dere cont in [ual ] ly ,  
an '  use dat chamber lye fo ' 9 mornings right on . Keep a using i t  unt il dat 
head is on dat . Ah'm working on de hair proposition , yo ' hair dat chew asked 
me about . [ S t .  Petersburg , Fla . , (1051) , 1706 : 3 . ] 

12934 . Dey take yore socks , or take de ins ide little - yo ' know it ' s  go t a 
thin sole in yore shoe - de bo ttom of yore shoe . Take dat [ insole ] out an ' 
ball it  up an ' � it in the bo ttom of yore sho e .  

(Well , what would that do? ) 
Well , that would br ing them folks back . 
(Who would do that? ) 
De p erson dat ' s  in de hous e .  
�he p erson that i s  living there would take the ins ide of  your shoe and wear 

it in their [ his or her ] shoe . Both of them? ) 
One of them - either one . 
12935 . well , j es '  lak yo ' wanta , probably,  yo ' might be goin ' out gamblin ' 

or sompin lak dat , an ' yo ' wanta have luck fo ' that , or maybe yo ' goin ' out tuh 
play cards an ' yo ' wanta have luck fo ' that . Accordin ' tuh whatevah yo ' want • • •  

Yo ' kin burn a little coal oil an ' sugah on ' em  an ' dat ' s  fo ' luck on d ice • • •  

dat ' s  fo ' a man ' s  shoes . [Memphis , T enn . , ( 1518) , 2695 : 10b . ] 
129 3 6 .  Dey burn de left-footed shoe an ' dat will bring luck. 
(Where do you burn it - at any particular place or time?_) __ _ 
Burn it in dere home - in dere rooms dat chew want de luck to come into . 
(Just the shoe alone? ) 
Well , nope , s ome people use a - peels off an onion an ' a little sulphur . Yo ' 

burn it ins ide de shoe , yo ' know . [ Brunswick , Ga . , (1229 ) ,  507 : 3 . ] 
12937 . Den she kin take one o f  his shoes if she in a position to have one 

an ' turn it do�t de badk do ' step undah de step , but not - j es t  take an ' turn 
it right ovah . Jest  put a little sand to each - yo ' don ' t have to bury it , an ' 
that ' ll bring him back. Dat ' s  a shore way . [Waycross , Ga . , ( 1088) , 17 55 : 12 . ] 
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129 38 . They can bury your lef t shoe to make you p ine away . [ Richmond 3 74 : 4 . ] 
12939 . To bring person back home bury his or her shoe under the steps . [ Deal 

Island , Md . 24 : 5 . ] 
12940 . Inner sole o f  person ' s  shoe buried under step to hold him or her . 

[ Elizabeth C ity 491 : 1 . ] 
12941 . You can keep a person from leaving the house permanently by burying 

his inner sole under the steps . [Mobile 918 : 11 . ] 
1294 2 . If  you take inner sole o f  shoe , dig a hole under the doorstep , lay the 

inner sole in the hole and drive a tenpenny nail through it , it will drive you 
away [ j ust  as you drive the nail ] , will kill you . [Mobile 918 : 2 . ] 

1294 3 .  Person ' s lef t foot shoe bury in front of  steps with toe pointing to 
house to bring back . [Memphis 1580 : 1 . ] 

1 2944 . Take de shoe an ' bury it . Dey bury de shoe in j is ' de place where 
dey de only one has tuh travel , an ' as de sho e  rot , dey ' ll be runnin ' ' way from 
home . Take de right-foot shoe . [Memphis 1516 : 8 . ] 

12945 . Jes ' de sole o f f  de shoe - one , de right feet , an ' t ie it up in a 
p iece of  new homespun , sew it up in it , an ' bury it underneat '  de steps . Dat 
why he couldn ' t leave yo ' .  [ Sumter 2409 : 9 . ] 

12946 . Salt and pepper in a shoe buried on the " sunrise s ide" of the house 
keep s up a fuss there all the t ime . [Wilmington 274 : 2+85 . ]  

1294 7 . Put salt and black pepper in shoe and bury it under the doorstep : 
"it j is '  aworry yo ' ,  keep yo ' walkin ' ,  run yo ' crazy , an ' keep yo ' mindless . "  
[Wilmington 257 : 4+85 . ]  

12948 . Into r ight shoe put salt , red pepper , bluestone and alum , and bury 
shoe heel out and toe to house . This makes wearer of  shoe stay home . [Mobile 
906 : 1 . ] 

12949 . To bring back , a woman buried her husband ' s  shoe under the steps 
with heel down and toes up . [Wilmington 256 : 1+85 . ]  

129 50 . A woman can take a man ' s left shoe  and wear it to hold him . Or she 
can take the inner sole , dry it and wrap it � and� it up , and get a j imson 
weed , wrap it with that , bury it where man urine [ urinates ] for 9 nights . That 
keeps him . [Memphis 1557 : 12 . ] 

1 2951 . Bury left foot shoe 5 feet from doorsteps � at north corner of 
house and he ' ll come back . [Memphis , ( 9 6 0) , hoodoo woman , excellent , 1545 : 8 . ] 

1295 2 .  T o  bring o r  send away - sole o f  left shoe - dig a hole - bury with 
�he feet going away from the house - 3 to 9 days person will leave . If  to bring 
back - bury shoe with feet coming to house - and [ or ] you can tack it over facing 
of door where it ' s  covered [hidden ] and the person will come . [Memphis ( 9 7 3 , 
professional and excellent ) ,  1 5 75 : 10 . ] 

12953 .  Well , yo ' kin burn a woman ' s  shoes fo ' luck on cards . Dere ' s  differ
ent kind of  shoes for luck on either cards or dice . [Memphis 2 7 03 : 3 . ] 

12954 . Woman burns her old shoe to dust , mixes this with graveyard dirt and 
puts in a man ' s shoes :  " that would go to his brain and that would make his mind 
always stay on me . "  [Newport News 511 : 3 . ] 

12955 . Burn left shoe to ashes , add graveyard dirt , put [ bury? ] at foot be
aeath back door , " they ' ll leave town . "  [Wilmington 163 : 10+85 . ]  

1295 6 . Put salt in old shoe , name him while burning this in f ire , and he ' ll 
have to come back . [Wilmington 134 : 6+85 . ]  

1295 7 .  Get a ole shoe of  a ole man an ' burn it up , an ' then take de ashes 
an' red pepper an ' salt , an ' if de law comes , whenevah he leaves , to throw dis 
.ebind him an ' he w� come back any more . [Norfolk 524 : 3 . ] 

12958 . Tuh keeps de law away , what dey do roun ' eah [ round here] - ah know a 
lota dem burn shoes [ usually the right ] an ' make a wish , an ' take de ashes from 
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' em an ' sprinkle it all in de fo ' cornahs o f  de house ins ide . [Richmond 286 : 5 . ] 
12959 . If  yo ' take de shoe an ' burn it , dat will run snakes away . [ Fayette

ville , 2515 : 4 . ] 
129 6 0 . Take an ' burn ole shoes an ' dey say dat will keep devilment ' way from 

roun ' yore house . Ole shoes an ' sulphur . An ' burn dat roun ' dere an ' dat keep 
all devilment f rom roun ' yore house . [ Fayetteville 255 7 : 2 . ] 

12961 . Or either , if yo ' are bothered with some kind o f  spirit that comes in 
there an ' yo ' can ' t see it , why yo ' burn an ole shoe in the stove , or either put 
�ur in every corner . [ S t . Petersburg 1625 : 2 . ] 

--

1296 2 . Burn men ' s shoes for luck for gettin ' men . Put sugar on while burn
ing . [Memphis 155 1 : 6 . ] 

1 29 63 . (When do you burn your shoes ? )  
On Friday fo ' luck fo ' people come roun ' , yo ' mo ' successful in money . 

[Memphis 1515 : 11 . ] 
12964 . Put sulphur and cayenne pepper over his sho e .  Burn it . Runs him away . 

[Memphis 1560 : 13 . ] 
12965 . Burn an old shoe in store or f ireplace for luck . [This is known every

where . ]  [Wilmington 252 : 6+85 . ]  
12966 . I f  someone throws your shoe into running water , "you ' ll be forever 

running , can ' t stay satisf ied nowhere . "  [Vicksburg 1018 : 8 . ] 
1296 7 .  Throw both of  person ' s  shoes into running water to make him or her 

travei . [ Richmond 290 : 3 . ] 
12968 . If  you throw a p erson ' s  shoe into running water , it will run that per

son away .  [ Elizabeth C ity 5 9 1 : 2 . ]  
12969 . You can take that same piece , l ike I told you to [ the insole of  a shoe 

in 1347 : 1 ] put that saltpeter under , in the toe of  the shoe , and throw it in some 
running water , and you ' ll get up and start to go on - you ' d  leave home and never 
come back . That same p iece out o f  that shoe . [New Orleans 1348 : 1 . ] 

1 29 7 0 . Dey throw shoes in runnin ' watah , git de right shoe an ' throw it in 
runnin ' watah . Well , he will go ' way - he ' ll go clean away . [Wilson , cylinder 
reference los t ,  but informant , No . l500 , comes between informants 1499 ( cyl . 2 6 6 7 )  
and informant 1 5 0 4  ( cyl . 2671) . ]  

12971 . Here is one of  the wierdest and rarest  of  shoe rites : Wear the j ack 
[ s tiff  back of the heel ] straight out in your shoe for love or to keep . [The 
j ack is flattened out and worn in the bot tom o f  the shoe . Imagine the discom
fort ! ] [ Snow Hill , Md . ,  13 : 2 . ] 

129 7 2 . [They ] cut small piece o f f  the toe of your shoe , wear in bottom of 
their shoe . You can ' t leave them , j es '  keep you there under their foots . 
[ Vicksburg 1013 : 10 . ] 

1 29 7 3 . You can bring a person to you or keep a person coming to you by wear
ing that person ' s insole in your sho e . [Norfolk 5 29 : 6 . 2  

1 2 9 7 5 . A woman wears the inner sole of  a man ' s  shoe about her wais t to hold 
him .  [Richmond 353 : 5 . ] 
---12976 . Write name all over inner sole of shoe and wear to keep down and under 
control . [Memphis 1570 : 5 . ] 

1 2 9 7 7 . You take and scrape de bot tom o f  his shoe inside . Den dat ' ll make him 
evil and mean in de home . Jes ' take and put it in his bedtick , rip a little hole 
and sew it  up . [ This comes from the well-known Doctor Frank Hall of  Nansemond , 
Co . ,  Va . , in 1937 , whose words I had to take down by hand . Was man or dog [ to 
make mean) the original o f  this rite? ) 

1 2 9 7 8 . Cut a piece as big as a dime from the insole of a man ' s  shoe , and with 
new nail , nail this piece to the f loor under the carpet over which he walks . 
This keeps the man there . [Memphis 1551 : 4 . ] 
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1297 9 . If  someone cuts a piece out of  your shoe and tacks it up under the 
house ,  you can ' t  leave that house . [Mobile 903 : 2 . ] 

12980 . Left-foot shoe and sock,  ball up , nail shoe on the carbox of train 
and turn your back and say , "Goodbye . "  [Memphis 1555 : 1 . ] 

12981 . To send person away it is better to put his shoe on the train engine 
than in a boxcar . [Memphis 1551 : 5 . ] 

12982 . Take man ' s  shoes and set them under the bed like he be  fixin ' to  
come home [ toes po inting under bed ] • • •  that ' ll draw ' im .  [Memphis ( 960 excellent) ,  
1545 : 7 . ] 

12983 . Nail person ' s  shoes under steps to keep home . [Memphis 1568 : 12 . ] 
12984 . If  he is sleeping , j ust  take his left-foot shoe and turn it  down 

under the bed , right under him where he is sleeping . Or she can pull off  an 

underpiece of hers and hang it up on the bed over his head and he won ' t  wake 
�· [New Orleans , 134 7 : 10 ,  a widely known rite and o ther examples in HOODOO. ]  

SILKROOT = S ILKWOOD = MILKWEED : CHEW - SWALLOW 
JUICE - IF YOU VOMIT YOU ARE POISONED OR CUNJURED 

12985 . Take a little piece 
of  this s ilk root or piece 
of  swamp roo t and hold it in 
your mouth and chew it and 

swallow de j uice , and if you is poisoned , it ' ll make you s ick in your stomach 
and you ' ll have to vomit . If you start to vomitin ' , why they ' ve done somep in 
to you . [Wilmington , N .  Car . , (224) , 216 : 7+85 . ]  

12986 . Yo ' could take a dime an ' git a leaf dat nevah was scorched [ ?  some
thing meaning undamaged ] yo ' know, dat de frost  don ' t  kill . Any kinda leaf de 

SILVER DIME AND A GREEN LEAF UNDAMAGED BY FROST 
GREEN = GREEN MONEY : S ILVER DIME NOW MONEY LUCKY 

frost don ' t  kill . An ' put 
dis dime on dat leaf an ' hold 
it on dere , an ' yo ' kin keep 
dat dime near dat leaf an ' 

yo ' have de best kind of  luck . 
' long as yo ' keep dat dime . 

Put chew in real good luck . An '  yo ' keep it 

(You j us t  keep the dime , you don ' t  keep the leaf ? )  
No , yo ' don ' t have tuh keep de leaf , j es '  keep d e  dime . Keep de dime . When 

yo ' first git it , put it on de leaf an ' hold it on de leaf . Den yo ' keep dat 
dime den . Den yo ' have good luck . Keep it in yore pocket - don ' t  lose it -
keep it in yore pocket . [Waycross , Ga . ,  (1093 ) , 176 2 : 2 . ] 

!OX PACKING - DIME - SALT : SEW UP IN RED FLANNEL 
A HAND TO WEAR ABOUT LEG FOR ANY KIND OF LUCK 

12987 . De best luck is a 
s ilver dime . Git chew a 
s ilver dime an ' git chew 
some dis heah stuff yo ' cut 

outa a hank [ ? ] - cheap boxes yo ' know . 
silver dime • • •  [ interviewer interrupts ] . 

(Is  it sort of  sawdus t  or shavings ? )  

Take dat dere s tuff [ packing ] an ' dat 

An ' put hit an ' de dime an ' some salt an ' a piece of red flannel , an ' sew it 
gp an '  wear it round yore laig . 

(What will that do ? )  
That will keep you lucky • • •  

[ I  ask what kind of  luck and restart machine . ]  
Any kind o f  luck - mo st  any kind o f  luck . [Waycross , Ga . ,  ( 1094) , 1764 : 3 . ] 
12988 . Yo ' could take a lizard or a snake or a frog or anything like dat an ' 

perish it tuh death . Jes ' put it in a can or somp in ,  yo ' know, an ' let ' im  die . 
iell , when he die yo ' could , yo ' know dry it up . Yo ' could make a powder out of  
� like dat . Well , den if yo ' kin git dat in anybody ' s  food , he gonna have dem 
live things in ' im - hit ' ll come back tuh life . Yo ' see , dey grow. 

Well , not de thing dey is tuh git dat out o f  him - j es '  say , if yo ' put it in 
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' im or anybody else put it in ' im,  an ' dey come tuh yo ' [ author become a roo t 

TO REMOVE LIVE LIZARD OR SNAKE OR FROG FROM PATIENT 
WITH A NEW FILE SMOOTH MILLED EDGES OF SILVER COIN 
ADMINISTER EDGES IN FOOD OR DRINK - STERILIZE COIN 

doctor ] fo ' tuh git it 
out of ' im ,  yo ' git chew 
a s ilver piece of  money . 
An ' yo ' wash dis heah , 
every edge , if yo ' use a 

dime or a quarter or f if ty-cent [ p iece ]  or anything . Let it be solid s ilver . 
An ' hit every edge dat dey is round dere . Well yo ' give him dat s ilver [ intern
ally ] an ' dat s ilver will git dat out o f  ' im .  Hit ' ll take every bit of  dat 
poison out of  ' im . 

(You have to hit every edge . With what? ) 
Yes sir ,  hit every edge [ o f  the milled coin]  with a f ile . Git chew a brand

new f ile dat has nevah been used an ' yo ' hit every edge - j es '  a little grated 
silvah an ' [ and you give it internally to your patient poisoned by lizard , snake 
or frog ] . [ Brunswick , Ga . , (1189) , 2008 : 1 . ] 

12989 . Or yo ' kin take an ' go to - if yo ' believe 
hoodooing - go to them an ' yo ' tell them that yo ' are 

in the root-working or 
out looking for a j ob .  

DRILL HOLE THROUGH DIME - PULL STRING THROUGH - TIE 
ABOUT LEFT ANKLE SO THAT DIME IS HIDDEN IN SHOE 

THIS GIVES YOU WORK AS LONG AS YOU ARE ABLE ANY TIME 

Git a cotton cord string 
an ' take a dime an ' put 
a hole in it an ' put this 
string - run the string 
through that hole of the 

dime an ' j est  hang it around yore lef t  ankle . Let it hang down so it can be in 
yore shoes , hang down in yore shoes , so anyone can ' t see it . An ' yo ' keep that 
around there an ' that will give you luck to have work as long as yo ' kin any 
t ime . [ S t .  Petersburg , Fla . , ( 9 88) , 1594 : 10 . ] 

12990 . Yo ' kin take a dime an ' put it in , yo ' know , in a letter . Yo ' would 
take de dime an ' j es '  lak yo ' know somebody , an ' yo ' wanta git ' em back , an ' 

MAN WEARS DIME AND PIECE OF LODESTONE 2 OR 3 WEEKS 
THEN SENDS DIME IN LETTER TO WOMAN ASKING FOR A PIN 

j es '  keep it yo ' know 
wit a piece of lodestone . 
Wear it wit a piece of  
lodestone , yo ' know , 

' bout two or three weeks sompin othah lak dat . Put dis dime in a letter an ' 
send it  to her an ' tell her , yo ' know , j es '  lak yo ' want a p in or sompin o thah . 
An ' tell her about dat . An ' dey tell me , say ,  she ' ll come in de place or send 
de pin .  [ Brunswick , Ga . ,  (1177) , 1990 : 8 . ] 

THIN DIME IN SACK WITH CAYENNE PEPPER AND SALT 
OVER DOOR TO KEEP HER MAN FROM THE OTHER WOMAN 

12991 . Take a thin dime [well
used or old ] yo ' see an ' put it 
in a sack , an ' some cayenne 
pepper an ' sal t  in it , an ' hang 

it up ovah yore do ' .  As 
ovah de do ' .  

he come in , yo ' see , back an ' fo ' th ,  an ' j is '  keep it 

(What will that do? )  
That will s top yo ' [ him] off  from de [ o ther ] 
(From this other woman? ) 
Yessuh .  [Memphis , Tenn . , ( 927) , 1510 : 9 . ]  
12992 . You tie you a p iece of - some sugar , 

and you put you a s ilver dime in that , you see . 

woman . 

you takes a piece o f  lodes tone , 
And you sew it up . You sew it 

up in a red p iece of  flan
nel . You make it like dat 
and you carry it in your 
pocket , but you won ' t have 

SILVER DIME - LODESTONE - SUGAR - SEW UP IN RED 
FLANNEL - YOU CAN ALWAYS WIN UNLES S SOMEONE CHEATS 

no luck though if you have the cheat against you . As long as you keep the cheat 
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off you , you have luck . 
(What do you mean "have the cheat against  you? ")  
"Cheat , "  of course , if  you [ someone ] put down loaded dice or anything , you 

can ' t beat it . See , you can ' t  beat anybody that have [ loaded dice ] . 
(Oh ,  they cheat agains t you . ) 
Yeah . 
(Oh, I s ee . )  
If they cheat , you can ' t beat a cheat , you see . I t  won ' t  do no good , you 

see . [This theme of "unless someone cheats " is raPe in HOODOO, since it t.10Uld 
destroy confidence in gamb ling ''hands . "] [New Orleans , La . , ( 823) , 1191 : 4 . 1 

12993 . Yes s ir ,  ah ' ve 

MAN STEALS SILVER DIME - FROM HER - PROVIDIN IF SHE 
GOT ONE - SCRATCHES CROSS MARK ACROSS ITS FACE 
BURIES IN GRAVEYARD - SHE ' LL FOLLOW HIM EVERYWHERE 

Take a pocketknife or sompin an ' cross a cross mark 
An '  carry it to de cemetery an ' bury it , an ' she ' ll 
want her tuh . 

(Whom would you s teal this dime from? ) 

heard dat yo ' take an '  
steal a d ime - a s ilver 
d ime - an ' carry it to 
de • • •  

(You steal this dime? ) 
Yes sir , s teal it  from 
someone . 
(And then you cross it . 
How do you cros s  it ? )  
Right cro s s  d e  piece . 

cross  de face [ on the dime ] . 
follow yo '  ev ' ywhere yo ' 

Anyone . I t  be best tuh s teal it  from her , providin if she go t one . 
(Oh ,  I see . To make her love you? ) 
Yes sir . (Waycross , Ga . ,  (1095 ) , 1765 : 7 . ]  
1 2 9 9 4 . If  yo '  want him tuh give yo ' his money , 

him fo ' money .  If he happen tuh han ' yo ' a silver 
all his money , sometime ask 
dime , don ' t  chew spend dat 

s ilver dime . Yo ' take 
dat silver dime an ' wrap 
it up in a piece of - it 
ain ' t co tton flannel 
either . It ' s  woolen 
stuff . Yo ' put chew two 
needles in dat , a short 

WOMAN ASK MAN FOR MONEY - KEEPS SILVER DIME - WRAP S  

IT IN WOOLEN STUFF - STICKS INTO IT  ONE LONG NEEDLE 
AND ONE SHORT [NEEDLE COMBINATION PROBABLY APPEARING 
ONLY HERE IN HOODOO ] WISH TO RULE HIM AND BRING HIS 
MONEY - FEED "HAND" OIL OF ANNIS - KEEP IT IN TRUNK 

one an ' a long one , an ' yo ' make a wish fo ' tuh 
bring yo ' dat money . An ' yo ' g it chew some oil 

(What kind o f  o il? ) 

rule him an ' fo ' tuh have him 
from de drug s to ' • • •  

Oil o f  annis . An ' keep it [wrapped up hard ] anointed wit it  an ' put it in 
de bo t tom of yore trunk, an ' he ' ll bring his money tuh yo ' .  Dat ' s  whut ah know 
' bout dat . Dat ' s  whut ah have experienced . [Memphis , Tenn . , ( 1544) , 2804 : 2 . ] 

S ILVER DIME FROM MAN SHE PUTS IN GLASS WITH SUGAR 
2 TEASPOONFULS - SET IN CORNER - BRINGS HER MONEY 

12 995 . Take a s ilver dime . 
Yo ' [ a  woman ] git a silver 
dime from him an '  yo ' take 
dat s ilver dime an '  yo ' put 

it in a glass  an ' put two teaspoonfuls of sugah on dat dime an ' set it back in 
a corner . If he makes any money he ' ll bring it . He ' ll br ing it to yo ' . [IM� 
phis , Tenn . , ( 1548) , 2801 : 8 . ] 

12996 . Jes ' lak anybody ,  well , j es '  say if a woman have a friend or sompin 
an '  he is able tuh give her , an ' can give her , an ' hit look lak he don ' t wanta 
use her fo ' convenience ,  why she kin git a dime from him an' she kin take dat 
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WOMAN TAKES S ILVER DIME FROM MAN - FOLDS IT TO HER 
9 TIMES IN NEW DOMESTIC - WEARS DOWN DERE - PEACE 

dime an ' put it in a brand
new piece of domestic an ' 
fold it tuh her nine times , 
an ' sew it an ' wear it right 

next tuh her an ' dat ' s  good . Dat ' ll help 
he ' ll provide for her mo ' bettah .  

out a whole lo t in peace with him an ' 

(Just wear it any place on her body ? )  
Yeah , j es '  p in i t  right ins ide her o n  d e  right s ide , wear dat down dere . 
(Next to the skin? ) 
Yes . [Memphis , Tenn . , (1549) , 2807 : 1 . ] 
1 2 9 9 7 . Dey could take his shoe sole an ' 

a s ilver dime an ' f ile it . File dis silver 
j es '  take up his shoe sole an ' take 
dime t ill • • •  Jes ' lak if he ' s  go t a 

OBTAIN S ILVER DIME FROM PERSON AGAINST WHOM YOU HOLD 
A GRUDGE - FILE DIME - FOLD THIS S ILVER DUST UP IN 
AN INSOLE FROM OLD SHOE - BURY UNDER VICTIM ' S DOOR 
AS VICTIM WALKS OVER S ILVER DUST HE BECOMES A PAUPER 

lotta money . He j es '  a 
bus iness fellah an ' some
body go tta grudge ag ' in 
him , git a silver dime 
o f  his ' n - any fren ' yo ' 
know , j es '  lak makin ' 

change .  I j es '  git holt  dis dime of  yore [man ' s ]  money an ' take it an ' file it . 
Take dis shoe sole an ' take all dis little dust offa dis dime an ' puts it on dis 
shoe sole . An ' dey ' ll take dat an ' dey ' ll go bury dat under yore steps , right 
under yore steps where yo ' goin ' walk ovah it . An ' wherevah yo ' money is , as 
yo ' go in an ' come out , yore money ' ll j es '  leave yuh - j es '  fall down , fall 
right down to nuthin . Jes ' come down to nuthin . 

(Now suppose I had this money and you were trying to do that to me . You 
would get my shoe sole , the ins ide sole or the outside sole ? )  

Yes s ir ,  take dis inside sole . 
(You sprinkle the silver dust inside of  my shoe , underneath that inner sole . )  
Jes ' take dis sole , de shoe sole - no s ir ,  [ take ] dis ins ide p iece [ insole ] . 

Yo ' take it an ' yo ' fold it  up [ certainly away from you ] dis [ inner ] sole , an '  
bury i t  under yore steps . 

(You take this from either shoe? )  
Yes sir , either shoe . [ S t .  Petersburg , Fla . , ( 1014) , 1640 : 4 . ] 
129 98 . Yo ' go to him [ boss ] an ' yo ' have a silver dime in yore han ' , like 

you j es '  goin ' to  borrow some money from him - cause see , dat ' s  fer luck . An ' 

IN PRECEDING RITE INFORMANT ACTUALLY HAS DIME FROM 
VICTIM - PRESENT INFORMANT PRETENDS HIS DIME FROM 
BOS S  - THOUGH RITE VAGUE PROVES EXISTENCE OF 1 2 9 9 7  

he ' ll give yo ' d a t  money , 
an ' yo ' won ' t  have to pay 
it back unless yo ' wanta . 
An ' he ' ll give you a j ob 
an ' he will tell yo ' to 

go to work . An ' dey all fer yo ' if yo ' kin always keep dat silver dime in yore 
han ' like dat while yo ' talkin ' to him . [ Jacksonville , Fla . , ( 618) , 7 92 : 7 . ]  

1 2 9 9 9 . Well , if a man want luck in gambling , wel l ,  he ' d  wanta got Lost John 
powder. [ This could be my only example of  Lost John. ] 

5 DIMES BOIL IN 2 QUARTS OF WATER DOWN TO 1 QUART 
LET COOL - INTO IT PUT : SUGAR - SULPHUR - BLUESTONE 
ONE TEASPOONFUL EACH - SHAKE WELL - RUB THI S IN YOUR 
HATBAND AND POLICE WILL NOT BOTHER YOU - YOU MAY 
SPEND THE DIMES IF YOU LIKE - CARRY LOST JOHN ROOT 
OR LOST JOHN POWDER IN YOUR POCKET FOR LUCK 

some pulverized bluestone . You take you f ive dimes 

(What kind? ) 
Lost John. 
(Lost John? ) 
Lost John powder , it ' s  
good luck . You take Lost 
John powder and you put 
it in your pocket . All 
r ight , you go get you 

and you boil that in two 
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quart s  of  water . You boil that water down to one quart [magic of diminishing 
amount. ] You put it in somep in and measure it . You put it in somepin and you 
bo il it unt il it comes down to one quart [ diminishing amount ] one quart of  
water . You gets  one quart of water , you pout one teaspoonful o f  pulverized 
bluestone , one teaspoonful o f  granulated sugar , one teaspoonful o f  sulphur , 
and well shaked [ shake well ] . You take your five dimes out o f  that water 
after it ' s  boiled and put ' em - you can use them again , you can spend them . 
[Often articles used in rites cannot be used again� they are dangerous . ]  You 
take that and you shake it up - well shaked . You can take that and rub it in 
the band o f  your hat , and you go anywhere in town and you can have luck : with 
the laws , the police , or anything like that . They ain ' t go ing to worry with 
you . 

(What do you do with that Lost John root powder? What do you do with that?)  
That Lost John root you tote  that in  your pocket . Tot e  that in your pocket . 

[New Orleans , La . , ( 831) , 1235 : 6 . ] 
13000 . Take bluestone an ' alum an ' make a - an ' take nine s ilver dimes an ' 

sew it up together , an ' anywhere yo ' go , any kind of game yo ' play , yo ' ll win 

9 DIMES - ALUM - BLUESTONE - RED FLANNEL BAG : GAMBLE 

S ILVER QUARTER OR SILVER HALF DOLLAR - GAMBLING LUCK 

all de money dey have . 
(What do you sew that 
in? )  
Red flannel . [Waycro ss , 
Ga . ,  ( 1134) , 1842 : 9 . ] 
13001 . Ah ' ve heard of a 
person dat gambles , if 

dey want ' em to have good luck in gambling , take a silver quarter [ 25¢ ] , a 
silver halfa a dollah [ 50¢ ] an ' dey fix dat up in a package or rag or some 
way , an ' tote it with ' em .  Keep it on ' em an ' that will give ' em luck fo ' 
gambling . Use Hearts Cologne on it [ to f eed it ] .  [Waycross , Ga . ,  ( 1133) , 
1838 : 10 . ] 

13002 . They have live things in them , you kin take a cupful of lard , and a 
cupful o f  sulphur , and you take a cupful o f  salt . And you puts all of  that to 
about a quart of  water and let it boil . And you take a s ilver [bow or beau or 

SILVER DOLLAR [ CALLED BOW? BEAU? BULL ? ] BOIL IN CAN 
FOR HOUR - ADD CUPFUL EACH OF LARD - SULPHUR - SALT 
GIVE TO PATIENT WHO HAS LIVE THINGS IN HIM - DO THIS 
9 MORNINGS AND THOSE LIVE THINGS WILL PASS - FOLLOW 
THIS WITH A BATH OF : SALTPETER - BLUESTONE - SULPHUR 

buZZ ] dollar . 
(A s ilver what? ) 
A silver dollah , a bow 
dollah .  
(A bow dollar? ) 
They call ' em bow dollah , 
them silvah dollahs , one 

of them big round dollahs . They don ' t use ' em very much now [ 1938 ] . Well , you 
let that boil . Yo ' get a [ cove ] oyster can [ these were not the recent canned 
oysters kep t on ice ] and you let that dollah boil real good . You boil it for 
about a hour in that water . And you take that water , put it with this other 
ingredients , this cupful of lard and everything . And I mean that will certainly 
pass from you . You let ' em drink that fuh 9 mornings , see . Give ' em  a cupful 
and them live things will pass . That ' ll kill it . An ' then you take - behind 
that give ' em a bath , behind that a bath of saltp eter and bluestone and sulphur . 
[Memphis , Tenn . , ( 960 , excellent hoodoo woman who se material was lost , these 
being my original pencil ones) , 154 8 : 5 . ] 

13003 . Usin '  a buZZ  dollah - a s ilver dollah . 
(They call it a bow dollar? Why do they call it a bow? ) 
Dey always claim they could work roots with it . 
(That ' s  what they call a silver dollar : a bow do l lar - buZZ  doZLar? Do you 
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mean like a bow - like this kind of  a bow? ) [ I  demons trate either by holding 

SILVER DOLLAR [ CALLED BEAU? BOW? BULL? ]  WORK ROOTS 
WIT IT - RUB [FEED ] DOLLAR WITH HEARTS COLOGNE - PUT 
IN RED FLANNEL SACK [HAND ] WEAR ABOUT WAIST - LUCK 

and drawing a bow ,  or 
drawing design on paper . ] 
Ah don 't  know how yo ' 
spe ll  it.  I t  j es '  a bow . 
Git chew a bow dollah an ' 

go to any s to ' an ' git chew a bottle of  Hearts Co logne . An ' yo ' take this heah 
bow dolZah an ' yo ' take an ' rub it with this heah Hearts Cologne . An ' take an ' 
put it in a red flannel sack an ' wear it round yore waist , where it will ' cumu
late money to yo ' ,  bring happ iness to  yo ' ,  an ' yo ' j es '  be lucky all de t ime . 
[ Fayetteville , N .  Car . , ( 1 3 98) , 2518 : 5 . ] 

13004 . A root doc tor when digging up cunj ure outside a pat ient ' s  home used 
a s ilver spoon ! Unfortunately this unusual procedure was not much of a story . 
A note of mine reads "of  man in Baltimore who used fork . " If I remember ex
actly the Baltimore man used a steel fork, steel being avo ided by witches and 
cunjures . [Wilmington 207 : 3 , my comment reading not much of story . ] 

13005 . I f  dere has been a man an ' Z£' been seekin ' fo ' him, yo ' take a dime 
an ' shoot it in a gun an ' yo ' ll be able tuh ketch him . [ I  forgot to ask or knew 
at the time what kind o f  man . This probably refers to f inding a drown body or 
it may mean an escaped criminal . ]  [Fayetteville , N .  Car . , ( 1426) , 2572 : 17 . ] 

13006 . Git dat dime an ' j es '  keep a dime in yore pocketbook dat same dime ,  
all de t ime .  See . Dat ' s  fo ' luck. Jes ' keep dat dime . Don ' t spend it fo ' 
nuthin . 

(Any dime ? )  
Jes ' any dime . [Memphis 2817 : 2 . ] 
13007 . Dey tell me dey take a p iece of s ilver money an ' put it in a red 

sack - flannel - an ' put a p iece of garlic to it an ' tote it on yo ' .  That be 
fo ' good luck . [ Brunswick 1 9 92 : 6 . ] 

13008 . Nine silver dimes , file them , wear in NATION SACK with lodes tone for 
pro tect ion and trade . [ For the well-known nation sack , private bag worn by wo
men , see interview THE "NATION SACK" WOMAN , pp . l449-145 9 ,  especially p . l458 , 
vol . 2 . ] [Memphis , Tenn . , ( 96 7 ) , 1564 : 7 . ]  

13009 . Jes ' lak if yo ' didn ' t know whether � wus poisoned or not ,  but a 
p iece o f  s ilver is  de bes t . If yo ' think yo ' were poisoned an ' don ' t know 
enough fo ' shore , if yo ' put a p iece of  s ilver in yore mouth an ' hold it in 
der e ,  in de length of t ime it will turn black if dey is any poison in yo ' .  
[ Brunswick, Ga . , ( 1189) , 2009 : 13 . ] 

13010 . A dime under the tongue turns black if you are hurt.  [ Charleston 
624 : 3 . ] [ Or poisoned . ]  [Vicksburg , 1006 : 5 ;  Richmond , 2 7 6 : 3 ;  everywhere . ] 

13011 . "Hold it in your mouth • • •  if you is always hurt like dat , dat dime 
will turn bl�" [Mob ile 950 : 2 . ] - -- --

13012 . "Take a s ilver dime , if you think somebody is trying to hurt you . 
Put it in your mouth right under your tongue and you can drink and eat all you 
want . That d ime takes [ absorbs ] everything . "  [This mus t  be a unique exper
ience , to keep a s ilver dime under your tongue while eating and drinking ! ]  
[Mobile 851 : 2 .  ] 

13013 . "You take a silver dime and put it in your mouth under your tongue , 
and take a thimbleful of  sulphur , swallow it , and keep this dime under there 
about one or two hours and take it out . If  it ' s black, it ' s  bad [you are hoo
dooed ] ; if it ' s  not black [ the sickness ] it ' s  nashural . "  [Mobile 884 : 3 . ] 

13014 . Well , if yo ' git poisoned , yo ' kin take a dime an ' t ie it round yore 
laig , roun ' yore neck, an ' if yo ' poisoned , dat dime will turn green an ' it ' ll 
cure it . 
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(Do you t ie that dime - one around each leg? ) 
No sir , round de left laig . 
(And then one around the neck, too? ) 

4427 

Yes s ir ,  one round de neck an ' one round de left laig . [ Florence , S .  Car . , 
(1286) , 2185 : 9 . ] 

13015 . I have heard one thing how you could pro tect yourself from anybody 
harming you , that is by wearing a dime around your neck. [At the hotel in 
Petersburg , Va . ,  after dinner , from the bellboy , by Ediphone in 1936 . ] 

13016 . A dime worn on neck protects agains t hoodoo . [Wilmington 162 : 5+85 ; 
Borfolk 494 : 6 . This is everywhere . ]  

1 3017 . If  the dime tie about your neck or leg turns dark , it means you have 
been cunjured. [ Richmond 2 76 : 2 .  This is known everywhere . ]  

1 3018 . Roo t  doctor put dime on man ' s  s tomach and dime turned black . [ I  am 
almost certain he put it on the man ' s  navel , the most  logical place to lay it . ]  
[ Richmond 317 : 6 . ] 

13019 . "You takes sweet milk an ' grate a silver dime and drink off it . "  
[ S ome of the s ilver dime is f iled into sweet milk, not the whole dime . ] [Mob ile 
96 9 : 6 . ] 

13020 . Well , dey say if someone poison yo ' an ' yo ' git it in yore stomach -
yo '  take a dime an ' grind it - yo ' j es '  f ile it up into ashes an ' - take it , an ' 
dat ' ll cure it . 

An '  den if yo ' poisoned yo ' take a d ime an ' put it on yo ' or either wear it 
on yo ' an ' it ' ll turn black , den somebody poison yo ' .  [ Sumter , S .  Car . , (1340 ) ,  
231 7 : 11 . 1 

13021 . S ilver-dime dust taken in milk or water cures poison , which in HOODOO 
is usually ins ide the body , but it can also be skin trouble , etc . [Wilmington 
222 : 7+85 ; Fredericksburg by Ediphone ; Richmond 374 : 10 ;  Norfolk 456 : 10 . ] 

13022 . Filed silver-dime dust taken internally with sweet milk will remove 
from you live snakes , lizards , etc . [Newport News 514 : 1 . ] 

13023 . Boil silver dime and drink in water or milk for body-ailment by 
cunjure . [Wilmington 189 : 10+85 . ]  

13024 . If  you swallow grated silver dime dust - usually in sweet milk or 
water - it will protect you against poison and cunjure for 6 months . [Newport 
News 499 : 3 . ] 

13025 . A combination of s ilver-dime dust , sulphur and brimstone will cure 
cunjure within . [Wilmington 85 : 1+85 . ]  

13026 . If  you are tricked ins ide , drink tea made of  grated s ilver dime and 
gunpowder . [Vicksburg 1042 : 5 . ] 

---

13027 . If  person is poisoned , boil Brown Mule chewing tobacco with grated 
silver dime , boil teaspoonful twice a day . [Memphis 1569 : 7 . ] 

13028 . For trick or cunjure , drink 3 times daily a tea made with rainwater 
and following ingredients :  f iled dime or quarter , black pepper , salt and vine
gar , followed by a dose of  Epsom salts . [Vicksburg 1013 : 6 . ] 

13029 . This root doctor boiled 2 dimes coined in 1926 . While boiling they 
came together to show that patient was hurt.  Two dimes of any year may be used . 
[Wilmington 221 : 1+85 . ]  

13030 . You can cure internal cunjure by bo iling 3 dimes and drinking the 
water . [Wilmington 195 : 1+85 . ]  

13031 . Here is an elaborate cure : For inside cunjure , boil 3 dimes and 3 
quarters and drink the water - no f ilings , j ust  water . [Wilmington 255 : 5+85 . ]  

13032 . Boil 3 pieces of  s ilver money , money with stars on it , and dr ink the 
water for cunjure within . [Wilmington 243 : 8+85 . ]  

13033 . Boil 4 s ilver quarters and drink water if you are cunjUPed. [ Wilming-
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ton 251 : 4+85 . ] 
13034 . As a prevention of or cure for cunjure boil 5 silver dimes and drink 

the water , and wear bluestone in both shoes . [Wilmington 113 : 6+85 . ]  
13035 . As a �  for aunjure or triak , drink 3 times a day a tea made from 

f iled dime , Ep som salts , coal o il [ kerosene ] and turpent ine . [ Vicksburg 1010 : 3 . ] 
13036 . If  you are hurt , f ile port ion o f  silver quarter or 25¢ pence , boil 

this dus t and drink, and you will become well . [Wilmington 7 3 : 3+85 . ] 
13037 . To kill live things in baby , drink t ea from the dus t  of  silver half

dollar scraped upwards .  [ Vicksburg 1032 : 9 . ] 
13038 . S ilver half dollar , scrape and make pills to kill poison . [Memphis 

1569 : 8 . ] 
13039 . A dime on your leg can mean j ust above your ankle , or below or above 

your knee . When this dime turns black, it shows you have been aunjured . [Wil
mington 214 : 2+85 . ]  

13040 . Drill hole through a dime and a nutmeg and wear both about waist for 
cunjure . [ Richmond 346 : 2 . ] 

13041 . Dime may be worn about waist for cunjure . [Wilmington 106 : 6+85 . ]  
1 3042 . If  the quarter or dime t ied on your leg turns black , you are hurt . 

[Vicksburg 1018 : 7 . ] 
13043 . If  yo ' think anybody hurt chew or anything lak dat , yo ' put a dime 

round yore laig an ' if anybody done anything to yo ' ,  dat dime will turn black . 
[ Savannah 2140 : 16 . ] 

13044 . A s ilver dime is � on unspecified leg for cunjure . [Petersburg , 
Va . , 413 : 2 ;  Richmond 318 : 2 ;  Wilmington 97 : 3 ;  everywhere . ] 

13045 . The dime is commonly worn on left leg . [Wilmington 155 : 5+85 . ]  
1 3046 . Tie dime around each leg . If  they turn black , you are hurt and can 

then get a root doctor . [ Charleston 642 : 7 . ] 
1304 7 . Jes ' wear it  roun ' yore laig . Bo ' a hole in it an ' tie it round 

yore leg fo ' luck . 
--

(The dime . ) [ Florence 2181 : 6 . ] 
13048 . Use a yarn string in the hole through the dime worn on your leg . 

[Richmond 374 : 9 . ] 
13049 . Whut ah heard wus dis . Yo ' could take a silver dime , if  it ' s  any

thing yo ' could walk ovah , an ' put it � yore laig - see , each laig - an ' as 
yo ' walk ovah , dat silver dime would ketch onto dat harms , see , dat ' s  down fo ' 
�· [No t ice tho se words down fo ' you . Theoret ically 100 people could walk 
over that dime and not be hurt. The intention is for a specific person or 
perhaps a family . ]  [Waycross , Ga . , ( 1071) , 1731 : 6 . ] 

13050 . Use an old dime on bo th legs to protect self against cunjure . [ Rich
mond 369 : 6 . ] 

13051 . Sew silver d ime and lodestone up in cloth and wear on your leg , "keep 
anybody from doin ' anything to you . "  [Mob ile 945 : 8 . ] 

13052 . If  you are wearing a dime on your ankle to protect yourself and it 
turns dark, you have been tPiaked . [ Deal Island 24 : 4 . ] 

1305 3 . A dime on right ankle protects or warns against aunjure . [Wilming
ton 263 : 7+85 . ]  

13054 . A d ime against aunjure should be worn on the left ankle . [ Snow Hill 
2 : 1 ; Wilmington 7 2 : 4 . ] 

13055 . A dime on your r ight ankle turning black means yo ' have walked over 
an obj ect to aunjure you . [Newport News 513 : 6 . ] 

13056 . To � a dime on your ankle against aunjuration , the dime must be 
new and of the current year . This will turn black if you are hurt.  [ Charles
ton 5 7 5 : 4 . ] 
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1305 7 . Dime is soaked in vinegar and t ied on ankle against cunjure. [Wil
mington 12 7 : 3 . ] 

13058 .  Make 3 holes in the dime you � on ankle or leg against cunjure . 
[Wilmington 162 : 5+85 . ]  

13059 . Four dimes : wear one on each wrist and each ankle to keep from being 
hurt.  [Vicksburg 1008 : 6 . ] ----

1306 0 .  Wear dime in shoe against ounjure . [ Baltimore 48 : 1 ;  Washington ,  D . C .  
822 : 1 ; in either shoe , [Wilmington 131 : 12+85 ; in both shoes , Wilmington 73 : 1+85 ; 
these beliefs are everywhere . ]  

13061 . Wear a dime and a p iece o f  parsley under the insole of  each shoe for 
protection or cure . [New Orleans 123 2 : 4 . ] 

13062 . I f  you are tricked , wear 2 s ilver dimes , one in each shoe with a 
pinch of pepper and salt . [Memphis 156 9 : 9 . ] 

13063 . Well , ah heard dat if she make him eat out of  de fryin ' pan an ' pot , 
he ' d  s tay home . He won ' t  be so happy tuh go off . 

SKILLET OR POT - MAKE MAN EAT OUT OF - TO KEEP HOME 
(How do you mean , eat out 
of the frying pan and pot?)  
Well , wherevah it ' s  cooked , 

yo ' know, let him eat out of  that an ' don ' t  put 
eat out of de pan - de fryin ' pan or skillet or 

it into a plate - j es '  let him 
anything lak a pot . [ Fayette-

ville , N .  Car . , ( 1408) , 2531 : 4 . ] 
13064 . Well , dey kin put waZkin ' spe Z Zs on you with your shoes . 
(How do they do that ? )  
Dey take j es '  one o f  your shoes an ' 

your ole clothes or somep in you wear . 
go get dem a snail , an ' den get some of 
And take and cut it  up - take some s cis

SNAIL SLIME MIX WITH PIECE OF VICTIM ' S OLD CLOTHES 
CUT UP FINE - IN BOTTOM OF HIS SHOE - WALKING SPELL 

sors and cut it up f ine . 
Take dat snail and get 
some of dat snail slime 
off  of  dat snail . Put 

dat in de bottom of your shoe and you ' ll leave dere walkin ' . 
(What do they do with those clothes they cut up ? What do they do with that? )  
Dat clothes what dey cut up . Well , you see , dat ' s  j es '  somep in t o  help dat 

snail slime , make you leave dere . 
(Well , do they put that cut-up s tuff in that shoe or what ? )  
Yas suh , dey sprinkle it in dere , j es '  cut it up f ine . [Vicksburg , Miss . ,  

(538) ' 1009 : 1 . ] 
13065 . Well , you could get a snail and put some salt on it • • •  

(Now , this woman ' s  husband has gone away and she 
are going to tell her how to get this man back . [ I  

SHAlL - SALT ON - IN NEW LINEN HANDKERCHIEF - WITH 
SOMETHING OF MAN ' S  - SHE LAYS IT IN SOUTH CORNER 
OF HOUSE AND HE WILL RETURN HOME IN 3 DAYS 

does when you put salt on him . And put it in a new 
(His - I see . ) 

comes to see you , and you 
have this woman marked down 

as a woman apeciaZist. ] 
All right . )  
Get a snail and put sa.e 
salt  on it . Let it - you 
know , you know how a saail 

linen handkerchief - his .  

Tie i t  up and put i t  in d e  corner - [ here i s  a corner rite ] in de south cor
.er of  the house and let it stay there for three days , and in three days tt.e 
lie will return . 

(I see . That ' s  to get a man back . ) 
That ' s  to get one back . [Mobile , Ala . , ( 709) , 978 : 3 . ] 
1306 6 .  Yo ' know dese snails whut crawl • • •  whut dey crawl slow. Anyhow dey 

takes dat an ' dey go to work yo ' know, dey f ix it · in sompin dat way it ' ll bust 
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SNAIL - SULPHUR - GUNPOWDER 
BURY AT DOOR - YO 'LL LINGER 'LONG 

out chew know . Den dey go to work den , git 
some sulphur an ' gunpowder together , an ' dey 
take it an ' carry it an ' bury it right tuh 
yore door , right where yo ' gotta step ovah 

it , yo ' know. Dat ' ll fix yo ' up . Yo ' ll linger ' long [ along ] linger ' long . 
[ S t . Petersburg , Fla . , (1021) , 1653 : 1 . ] 

SNAIL BURIED IN PERSON ' S  PATH 
WALK OVER - PAINS AND SPELLS 

13067 . Dey say if yo ' put a snail in a person ' s  
p a th an ' yo ' put it ' bout dat far into de groun ' 
[ demons trates ] • • •  

(Three or four inches under the ground? )  
Yeah , j es '  ' bout .  An ' he walk ovah dat , dat will 

cause dem to have aches an ' pains of all kinds . Dat will put spells on dem ,  too . 
[ Fayetteville , N .  Car . , (13 9 6 ) , 2514 : 1 . ] 

1 3068 . If you wanta kill a person , yo ' gits de snail an ' gits him out o f  his 
hull [ shell ] yo ' see . An '  yo ' kin take yo ' some whiskey an '  put dat snail in 

SNAIL - REMOVE FROM SHELL - PUT SNAIL IN WHISKEY 
SET 24 HOURS - GIVE DRINK TO ANYONE YOU WANT DEAD 

dere - in dat whiskey , lak 
yo '  would put it in a half 
pint of whiskey . Let dat 
snail set in dere twenty-fa ' 

hours in dat whiskey - ah mean , take dat snail outa dere an ' strain yore whis
key . An' anybody dat yo ' give it to , dat chew want ' em - if yo ' wanta kill any
one , say , "Come on have a dr ink wit me , "  an ' yo ' po ' it out an ' dey drink it . 
Dat settles it . [Sumter , S .  Car . , (1365 ) , 2438 : 3 . ] 

1306 9 .  " I have heard them say that you can take a snail and put it in whiskey 
and give it to someone to drink and the snail will be alive in them and run them 
crazy . "  [ From bellboy at hotel in Petersburg , Va . , where we stayed one night in 
1936 . This is my original hand transcription . He was informant No . 33 on Edi
phone 26 . ] 

13070 . Pick up snail slime from snail track , put in whiskey , in 9 days live 
snails in person . [Memphis 15 73 : 1 . ] 

13071 . Says yo ' take a snail shell an ' dust it  up an ' put it in a lettah , 
an ' dey says when it goes to anybody an ' dey git it an ' open it , say dat dust 
git in dere eyes  it will blind dem .  [Waycross 1751 : 3 . ] 

13072 . Snail slime rubbed � the hat band or hat bow will blind a person . 
[Mobile 903 : 3 . ] 

13073 . Take him [ a  snail ] w' ahre [where ]  he drags along , and then p ick up 
his skelp [ ? ]  [ slime ]  after he drags along , and put it into some food that this 
person eats . You know they leave a slime as they pass along . Take that and 
put it into some food or put it over greens , peas , or  anything like that , and 
the person will lose their mind . [ New Orleans 1144 : 4 . ] 

13074 . You catch a snail and you split him open alive and put him on that 
toe and tie it there . Now, when you take him o ff , that corn is coming off  with 
him. 
---( I  see , that cures the corn . )  [New Orleans 1351 : 2 . ] 

1307 5 . (What do they say about the snail? ) 
I t  take ' em seven yeahs tuh go �. a road . [ This is general folklore . ] 

[ Fayetteville 2516 : 16 . ] 
1 307 6 .  Ah ' ll tell yo ' anothah tale - ah mean a j oke whut ah heard • • •  [ Fo llow

ing the j oke came an experience about 10 years before this reading . ]  Mah broth
ah in 1928 , he wuz robbed . We wuz s tayin ' close  to each othah , j es '  lak dese 
houses is , only it wuz in de country . An '  ano thah man had a boy about de same 
s ize as mah bro thah . Well dey got in a fight an ' dis man hit mah bro thah . Well 
ah ketched him, see . Ah kept him off  mah bro thah . He tole me , say , "Ah ' ll git 
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chew if it be de last thing ah do . "  
All right , dat wuz done in 1928 . In 1931 

no mistake • • • •  He [ brother ] kep t worryin ' , by 
or it wuz 1932 , if ah don ' t  make 
an ' by , he kept worryin ' • Sompin 

SNAKES 5 IN A BOTTLE - ROOT DOCTOR HANDLES THIS CASE 
worried him every night . 
An '  so dis day when ah 
left - ah wuz goin '  tub 

mah house - an ' mah sis ter an ' dem dey kept worryin ' . Den dey pass prepared 
sompin in his room.  It  wu z  in de  country yo ' know. An ' he found a vial , whut 
we call a bo ttle - a little bottle j es '  about dat high [ demonstrates ] .  When dey 
found it , it wuz somp in - a little black sompin j es '  lak a snake . An '  we taken 
it in de house an ' throw it .on de hearth an ' dem litt le snakes run all ovah, 
roun ' an ' roun ' in de fluid [ flow or ] in de bottle . [A root doctor was called 
in and he ] po ' d  ' em  out , said dey gotta leave by derself . Dat ' s  whut he tole 
mah brothah . An '  he [ doctor ] come . 

Dere wuz f ive of  ' em layin ' down side in de bo ttle shet up . Dis fellah 
took it to de fire an ' burnt it [ empty bot tle ] up . [ Florence , S .  Car . , (1311) , 
2222 : 4 . ] 

1307 7 .  Jes ' lak if a fellah wanta git a j ob ,  ah hear ' em ,  dey take an ' kill 
a snake an ' let him dry , yo ' know . An ' take him yo ' know, j es '  lak he git into 

KILL AND DRY A SNAKE TO ASHES - PUT IN BOTTLE 
BLOW CIGARETTE SMOKE INTO BOTTLE - STOP UP - EVERY 
TIME YOU OPEN BOTTLE - LITTLE SNAKE [OF SMOKE? COMES 
OUT - WEAR IN POCKET UPSIDE DOWN AND ASK FOR A JOB 

ashes , yo '  know an ' put 
him inside of a bottle . 
An ' take - j es '  lak a 
cigaret smoke an ' blow 
it in dat bottle an ' 
stop it up . An ' dey 

says dat every time yo ' open dat bottle , a lit tle sompin will come up out dat 
bottle lak a snake , yo ' know . Say if yo ' tote dat in yore pocket an ' tote it 
in yore pocket bottom upwards , yo ' know , dat chew could git a j ob .  But ah ain ' t 
nevah tried it . Ah had a ole fellah tell me dat once but ah ain ' t nevah tried 
it . [Waycross , Ga . ,  (1072) , 1733 : 3 . ] 

13078 . Yo ' ask him fo ' a j ob an ' he says , "No , ah ain ' t go t a j ob fo ' yo ' . " 
Well , yo ' go out in de woods an ' f ind yo ' a rattlesnake an ' take off dose 

rattles , an '  take an ' cut one rattle an ' bust it open , an ' git de dust out from 

RATTLESNAKE RATTLE - OPEN ONE - PUT ITS POWDER IN 
SMALL BAG WITH GUNPOWDER - TIE ON WAIST - SEEK JOB 

one dose rattlesnake rat
tles [ or buttons ] yo ' know. 
An ' git some gunpowders an '  
puts ' im in a little sack, 

an '  tie it round yore wais t an ' go back to him.  He ' ll give you a j ob ,  put chew 
to work .  [ S t . Petersburg , Fla . , (1043) , 16 92 : 9 . ]  

JOHOH ! BOTTLE LIVE BLACKSNAKE TAIL IN HEARTS COLOGNE 
130 7 9 .  Ah ' ve heard dis . 
Yo ' kin j es '  run a black
snake down or ketch hia 

' live an ' cut his tail off . An '  take it [ tip of tail and blood ] an ' put it in 
a bottle of  Hearts CoZogne an ' hit ' ll make yo ' as good a j omoh as yo ' want . 

(That ' s  for luck . ) [Waycro ss , Ga . , (1095) , 1 7 65 : 11 . ] 
13080 . Ah ' ve heard dat yo ' kin take a snake , ketch a snake an ' git about 

a • • •  If yo ' kin , j es '  take de teeny end off a snake tail - de sharp end .  Dat 

liNG SNAKE - KING OF ALL SNAKES - CUT TAIL END OFF 
LIVE ONE - BLOOD ON DICE - CARRY TAIL END AND DICE 

lil ' point end , de tail 
end . Yeah, clip it off . 
An ' den yo ' put dat on 
de dice yo ' carry in yo ' 

pocket . An '  yo ' carry dat lil ' tail-end of  dat king snake tail with dose dice . 
(You get this though from a king snake . )  



4432 - Memoirs of  Alma Egan Hyatt Foundation -

From de king snake . Dat ' s  conkerin ' all othah snakes . Dat ' s  de king of all 
snakes . [ Fayet t eville , N .  Car . , (1415) , 2545 : 17 . ] 

13081 . Use de snake shed when 
DISHDROPPERS SHOULD RUB HANDS WITH A SNAKE SHED yo ' a great han ' fo ' breakin ' 

up de dishes . [ I  had never 
before heard this piece of ordinary fo lklore nor have I since . ]  Take a snake 
shed an ' run yore han ' s  in it , why yo ' won ' break ' em up . 

(That keeps you from breaking dishes? )  
Yes . 
(Any kind of  a snake shed? ) 
Yessuh , any kind . [Wilson , N .  Car . , (1508) , 2 6 76 : 20 . ] 
1308 2 .  Rat tlesnake buttons - his rattles - j es '  cut ' em right o f f  an ' wrap 

' em up . An ' put ' em in yore [breas t ]  pocket right up ' s ide yore h ' aht an ' carry 

RATTLESNAKE RATTLES WRAPPED AND WORN OVER HEART WILL 
RATTLE TO WARN YOU WHEN DANGER NEAR - BUT YOU MUST 
KEEP OUR HAND ALIVE BY FEEDING IT CAMPHOR OR WHISKEY 

dem with you . An ' if de 
sheriff or anybody dat is 
pursuing yo ' tuh do yo ' a 
vital inj ury , dem things 
would rattle j es '  lak a 

rattlesnake would rattle an ' notify yo ' dat he ' s  near . 
(That the danger is near? ) 
Yeah . 
Den dey use a drop of  camphor on dem to keep dem kinda saturate .  Some people 

keep dem ' live - keep life in ' em .  If  yo ' haven ' t  got camphor ,  use a little 
whiskey . All dat have a tendency to keep ' em live - quickening . Dat ' s  whut 
rattlesnake rattles is fo ' . A man have given me $ 15 fo ' one . I killed de 
rattlesnake an ' cut de buttons off . Ah didn ' t know dat wus what he want with 
' em .  [ Florence , S .  Car . , ( 1 995 ) , 2198 : 2 . ] 

13083 . If  yo ' didn ' t like nobody an ' yo ' wanted to fix ' em some kind of way , 
says yo ' kin go out in de woods an ' kill a snake an ' let its hide dry . An ' dey 

KILL SNAKE - HIDE POWDER IN WATER - SNAKE IN DRINKER 
say if yo ' want dem to 
have snakes in ' em,  go 
dere an ' put it in dey 

water off dat hide . Dey ' ll have snakes in ' em .  [Waycross , Ga . , (1065 ) , 1723 : 16 .] 
13084 . Take dat hair [ from an enemy ] . An ' dey take dat hair an ' put it in 

a blacksnake tail . Ketch a l ive blacksnake an ' put it in his tail an ' turn dat 

OWNER OF A HAIR IN TAIL OF LIVE BLACKSNAKE FOLLOWS IT 
blacksnake loose , an ' 
j es '  as fur as dat black
snake goes , yo ' ll [ the 

enemy ] go too . 
only example of  

1 3085 . They 
or whip it like 

Yo ' ll [ enemy will ] follow dat blacksnake . [ This could be my 
this unusual rite . ] [ S t . Petersburg , Fla . , (1022) , 165 3 : 3 . ] 
say they take a rat tlesnake and kill him .  And they ' ll burn it 
that and get that dust . [Long pause . ]  

(Yes ? ) 
RATTLESNAKE DUST ON COMB - REMOVES PERSON ' S  HAIR And they put that in your 

comb or in your brush and let 
you use it in your hair . And that ' ll take all your hair off . 

( I  see . )  [New Orleans , La . , (883) , 145 3 : 6 . ] 
13086 . Yo ' ketch yo ' a snake an ' kill dis snake . Now, yo ' if [ you ] know it 

' tain ' t but one person go in ' handle dis axe , take dis snake an ' rub dis snake 

RUB FRESHLY KILLED SNAKE UNDER AXE OR HOE HANDLE 
AND PERSON USING IMPLEMENT WILL SWELL UP AND DIE 

undah dis axe handle or 
eithah a hoe - what [what
ever ] it is . Lak now, if ah 
wus mad wit chew an ' if ah 
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know nobody use dis but chew , ah would j es '  rub dis snake on dis axe handle good . 
Oat would make yo ' swell up an ' die . [ Fayetteville ,  N .  Car . , ( 1 3 9 7 ) , 2516 : 9 . ] 

130 8 7 . Belts have roots in ' em fo ' luck . Or yo ' kin git a blacksnake-skin 
belt an ' dey say dey fix it in a way - grease it - grease it with • • •  an ' yo ' kin 

BLACKSNAKE SKIN BELT - GREASED WITH ROOTS - GIVES 
STRENGTH - ARISE AT DAYLIGHT - YOU CAN DO ANYTHING 

git up in de morning day
light an ' do anything yo ' 
wanta do . Can ' t no man 
hole [hold ] yo ' - slick 

[ you are too slippery ] . [Waycross , Ga . , (1074) , 1 74 0 : 4 . ] 
130 8 8 .  I remember one day I was cut in the pasture . I missed the horses . 

And I had a favorite horse by the name o f  Snap and he could run . And I went in 

HERE ' S  A HORSE-RACER SNAKE - IT 'S A TERRIBLE SNAKE 
the pasture to get him out , 
and whilst being there , be
fore I could take the bars 

down to turn the horses out , I heard this horse coming . It  was coming so dog
zerously [ dangerously ] I got out of his way . He j umped over the fence . This 
snake had him by the leg by his [ the snake ' s ]  head . His tail was whipp ing the 
horse on his side and over his belly . And this snake was a snake by the name 
of horse raaer.  It ' s  a terrible snake . He would run any horse he would catch . 
It ' s  their bus iness , riding horses . He wraps his head around the horse ' s  back 
leg and uses his tail as a whip and slashes this horse up and down the side . 
[Old Point Comfort , Va . ,  No . 2 7 ,  by Ediphone . ]  

13089 . Yo ' take if yo ' got a guitar - if yo ' got a guitar , you take dat an ' 
it has de strings on it • • . •  Have yo ' strings on de guitar an ' yo ' kin take de 

RATTLESNAKE RATTLES IN GUITAR GIVE IT A BETTER TONE 
rattles , dat ' s  if dey dry , 
de rattles of  de rattle
snake and put ' em in dat 

guitar . An ' when yo ' play de rings an ' makes 
(1368) , 2426 : 1 . ] 

a f ine music . [ Sumter , S .  Car . , 

13090 . Well , now this was mah experience , ah ' m  telling yo ' experiments from 
.ahself . Once ah had a hat ah give $ 7  for it . I t  was blue an ' lavendah an ' it 

SSAKE EXPERIENCE : SOMEONE DRESSED INFORMANT ' S  NEW HAT 
i11EN SHE PUT IT ON - MAH HEAD WOULD BUST OPEN - HER 
SISTER-IN-LAW DROVE HER 15 MILES INTO COUNTRY TO SEE 
aiiTE ROOT DOCTOR - MAN - "HE SAYS • • •  OH GULLY [ GIRL Y ]  
IORE HAT IS DRESSED" - RATTLESNAKE SHED PARCHED AND 
SPRINKLED IN HER HAT - ALSO SALTPETER - TOO MUCH OF 
IBE LATER - THIS WHY SHE DID NOT GO BLIND - SALT
PETER FIGHTS CUNJURE - GAVE HER BOTTLE OF MEDICINE 
ro USE - HAD SARSAPARILLA OIL IN IT - TOOK HER OWN 
BRINE EVERY NIGHT IN PAN - BEFORE SUNRISE BATHED HER 
PACE IN - AND THREW TOWARDS RISING SUN - DID THIS 
9 MORNINGS AND ALSO BATHED FEET IN HOT WATER WITH 
SALTPETER - END OF 9 MORNINGS EVERYTHING GONE - WELL 

was awful beautiful . 
An ' ah didn ' t  know 
anybody [would do suh 
a thing ] . Ah nevah 
did believe in such as 
dis . Well , we wus 
goin '  tuh a circles 
[ circus ] an ' ah nevah 
wore dat hat only when 
ah wus goin ' out to a 
dance or some kind of  
date or social like 
dat or party . Well , 
yo ' kin [ take ] dat 
hat , yo ' see , an ' yo ' 

kin dress it . But yo ' d idn ' t axe me about de hat . Yo ' axed me ' bout de hair . 
An '  dat hat was even dressed from de binding of it up heah . When ah placed 

� hat on mah head , oh mah God , looked like mah head would bus t open . Ah 
� · t know nuthin but ah j es '  thought ah had j es '  a normal headache but , oh , 
11 seemed dat p ins was in it . 

Hah sistah-in-law , she had taken me about f ifteen miles in de country tuh a 
�te man [ roo t doctor ] an ' ah didn ' t axe him nuthin because really ah didn ' t  
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know nuthin tub axe 1 im .  
He says tub me , "Oh gully [ girly ] , yore hat is dressed . "  Says , "Wouldn ' t 

chew go home an ' burn dat hat up? " 
An '  ah said , "Whut would yo ' call dressed? " 
He said , "De idea is it ' s  dressed around dat band , "  said , " it ' s got ' er • • . " 
I t  was rattlesnake • • • •  I t  was a rattlesnake had shed it [ it ' s  hide ] yo ' see . 

Dey got de shed o f  dat rattlesnake an ' dey parched it up yo ' know . Dey j es '  
beat it up an ' dey sprinkled dat � rattlesnake shed all ' round . An ' den dey put 
somepin else in dere , an ' dat took effects on mah eyes , an ' dat give me a real 
headache . 

(Do you know what else they put in there with that rattlesnake dust? ) 
Well , dey tell me dey put rattlesnake dust an ' dry saltpetah , somep in like 

dat . An ' dey said why dat it didn ' t make me go blind , yo ' know , because dey 
put too much saltpetah in it chew see . Yo ' know , saltpetah supposed tuh kill 
off any kind of germs like dat , yo ' see . 

(What did this man do to cure that? ) 
Well , ah tell yo ' whut he did . Ah don ' t know whut it was , but he give me a 

little small bot tle of medicine tuh rub mah head with . Seemed l ike it had sompin 
like sasparilla o il in it , chew know, an ' he had me tub take mah urinate an ' fo ' 
nine mawnin ' s . 

Ah take dat urinate every night an ' ah put it in a pan , a bakin ' pan by it
self yo ' know , an ' fo ' 9 mawnin ' s  befo ' de sun rise ah bathes mah face with dat 
an ' throw it out towards de sunrise ,  an ' fo ' 9 nights ah bathes mah feets in real 
ho t watah an ' saltpetah , an ' den he gives me a medicine • • .  ah couldn ' t  tell yo ' 
tuhday what it was , but in de 9 mornings , why , ah d idn ' t have dose ole bad feel
in ' - dose blind spells an ' headaches . All of it was gone away . 

(What did you do with this medic ine he gave you?)  
Ah ' no inted mah head with it . 
(And did you burn the hat too ? )  
Ah burned mah hat away . [ S t .  Petersburg , Fla . , ( 1 016) ,  164 3 : 2 . ] 
13091 . (Yes , how the quarrel started . )  
De first thing , he had a mule named Julia . When ah wuz a boy dey used to 

have gin house whut dey pull mill round tub gin co tton . See . Dey didn ' t have 
dese steam gins den . Out 

BLIND INFORMANT TELLS HOW HE WAS BLINDED IN 1904 in de country dey had eight 
mules to it [ etc . ] ,  have de 

first  mule heah , one on dat end , one ovah heah and one ovah dere , and den dey 
have two mules heah and two mules ovah dere an ' ah used to d irve de mules .  So 
his mule would bite cha an ' so ah wouldn ' t  carry his mule , so he whupped me be
cause ah wouldn ' t  carry it fo ' him . Him an ' I - his boy an ' I go t in a fight -
so ah whupped him. An ' so he whupped me again . 

(The father? ) 
Yassuh , de father - ole man Spencer whupped me . So we boys met him [ son ] one 

night an ' - ah d idn ' t hit him but ah mean de other boys [ did ] . An ' so ah lef t 
mah cap at his house . An ' mah uncle Winston tole me he ' d  taken dis [ cap ] de shed 
of a rattlesnake and rubbed de band of mah hat [ cap ] . An ' when ah sweated • • .  an ' 
when ah put it on mah haid , my eyes went an ' ah ain ' t  saw no mo ' s ince . 

(When d id this happen? ) 
1904 . 
(And this happened up in Perry county? ) 
Dat ' s Perry County , Alabama , Scott S tation . 
(Got it dry and took this dus t and put it in your hatband and made you blind?) 
Yes . [Mobile , Ala . , ( 701) , 959 : 2 . ] 



- Hoodoo - Conj uration - Witchcraf t - Roo twork - 4435 

13092 . I have heard they take the toenail , or either the fingernail , but the 
only thing I have heard , they have took the f ingernail . People have took their 

f ingernails , you under
INFORMANT ' S  S ISTER WAS BLINDED BY RATTLESNAKE DUST stand , and done used that 

by parching it , ' cause I 
have a sis ter , she got that on her face now. Well , this g irl , she had took her 
f ingernail . Well ,  her fingernail was long , and she got rat tlesnake dust and 
she had it up under her fingernail and she was talking to my sister .  And she 
j us t  done thataway [ demonstrates ] and my s is ter is blind today for hit . 

( She j ust flicked it into her eye . ) 
She j ust  slipped it right into her eye and she is blind and the doctor 

couldn ' t do her no good . She ' s  blind today and all in her she ' s dark and all 
in her [ eyes ? ] look like heavy lip s tick - all where that dus t  hit her in her 
face . [New Orleans , La . , ( 841) , 1272 : 4 . ] 

13093 . Well , they can take your clothes and they can take your hat . In oth
er words they can take your hat and they can put rattlesnake dust - you can buy 

it in this town - see , rat
RATTLESNAKE DUST TO BLIND WAS SOLD IN NEW ORLEANS tlesnake dus t , and they can 

put it in your hat . And 
when you sweat in your hat , it makes you blind . 

( I see , I see . )  [ I  heard little about selling snake dust to blind . ]  [New 
Orleans , La . , ( 782) , 1083 : 2 . ] 

13094 . Well , dey tell me if yo ' wanta harm a person dat way , dat chew kin 
kill a rattlesnake an ' let him dry till yo ' kin pound his bones up an ' make a 

dust  out of  his bones - skin 
WIND AND HANDKERCHIEF BLIND WITH RATTLESNAKE DUST an ' all .  An '  put some of de 

dust  in a han ' kerchief . 
Meet dis p erson an ' turn yore back to  de wind an ' dey face to de wind . Take de 
han ' kerchief out an ' shake it j es ' lak if yo ' were goin '  tub wipe so iled han ' s , 
an '  let dat dus t go in dere face . Dey wiZZ nevah see no mo ' .  

(That will make them bl ind . ) [ Florence , s .  Car . , (1307 ) , 2211 : 9 . ] 
13095 . Kin put different things in it to cause yo ' feet tuh swell , such as 

rattlesnake ' s  - take de haid o f  a rattlesnake an ' go out dere an ' dry it in a 

RATTLESNAKE HEAD DRIED AND POWDERED 
IR SHOES FEET SWELL - IN DRINK KILLS 

sack yo ' know an ' take dat dus t - dat aw
ful poison yo ' know - j es '  a l it tle bit 
of  dat . Dat ' s  de same way as dey do tub 
kill yo ' - right thPough dis country . 

Dey ' ll take dat rattlesnake haid an ' dry it yo ' know an ' git a dust an ' lak yo ' 
wanted a drink , dey ' d  be standin ' aroun ' an ' yo ' happen tuh po ' de likker out , 
dey drop de leas t bit of  dat in dere , yo ' know . Dat ' s  rank po ison . Yo ' drink 
dat whiskey an ' it kill yo ' an ' it hardly kin be detected . Or dey put dat in 
yore shoes an ' cause yore feet tub swell . [ Brunswick, Ga . ,  ( 1240) , 2109 : 17 . ]  

13096 . They take that bow outa your hat and burn it up in ashes , burn it in 
a plate and get the ashes , and then take some snake ' s  head , any kind of snake' s 

SIAKEHEAD-POWDER WITH HAT-BOW POWDER - BLIND YOU 
head , and j us t  powder it up 
together ,  and put that in 
your hatband , and when you 

..eat , why that j us t  run down , you know, in your forehead , and it finally get 
iD your eyes and you go blind . [ Vicksburg , Miss . ,  ( 738) , 1009 : 3 . ] 

ai!TLESNAKE-HEAD POWDER - SEND IN LETTER - BLINDS 
1309 7 . Jes ' lak dere lotsa 
stuff we got down heah [ in 
this part of the country ] 

� now. Yo ' call dese rattlesnakes , ah guess  yo ' know whut dey are .  Jes ' 
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take de head o f  dem an ' powdah it up , an ' even ah could send it tuh yo ' in a 
le�tah , an '  time yo ' open de lettah , soon as it hit yore eyeballs , yo ' lo se 
yore sigh� . Dat ' s  whut dey do tuh blind people - rat tlesnake dust . Yo ' nevah 
will receive yore sight any mo ' .  [ Brunswick , Ga . ,  ( 1210) , 2046 : 8 . ] 

13098 . They could it it 
BURNT SNAKEHIDE ON COMB - FIRST BALD - THEN BLIND with that hair . They can 

take that hair and mingle 
it in your comb , and dress that hair under a burnt snakehide , and put that in 
[on ] your head and you ' ll go bald , and when that perspiration dries in your 
eyes , you ' ll go blind . 

(You take "burnt snakehide? " )  
Burnt snakehide . 
(You dress that with the comb? ) [DPess comb with that ! ]  
Over with the comb . See? And wrap that hair - soak that hair in water and 

something . Put it in that burnt-snakehide dus t ,  and put it - wrap it in a -
like if a person ' s  us ing the comb , they don ' t pull all the hairs left out of  the 
comb , and it ' ll take it to your head . And gradually that stuff will po ison the 
roots of your hair and run you bald . 

( I see . ) 
And if it drips in yore eyes • • •  [New Orleans , La . , ( 828) , 1215 : 1 . ] 
1309 9 .  Oh , dey ' d  run yo ' crazy in a way wit it , wit d e  dust from a rat tle

snake ' s  rat tles . Take de dust out of a rattlesnake ' s  rattle an ' put dat in dat 
bow or either sprinkle it inside of 

RATTLESNAKE-RATTLE DUST IN HAT TO BLIND dey hat , an ' if dey sweat from it , 
why it will run ' em blind . Ah know 

two-three blindin ' s heah today dat result of dat thing . [ Brunswick , Ga . , ( 1240) ,  
2109 : 16 . ] 

13100 . Dat band aroun ' his hat , use rattlesnake dus t . Yo ' know a rattle
snake contains so many rattles tuh tell how many yeahs he is old . An '  yo ' take 
de dust outa dose ratt les an ' sprinkle it round de band of  his hat an ' he ' ll go 
blind . [Memphis , Tenn . , ( 940) , 1521 : 9 . ] 

13101 . Well , yo ' kin take dat bow an ' yo ' kin put - if yo ' kin git hol t  of  
some rattlesnake dust out  of  a rat tlesnake ' s  rat tle an ' put it in dat  hat , it 
will run de man blind . 

(Well , j ust how would it run him blind? How would it do that ? )  
Well , j es '  a • . • yo ' wearin ' dat hat , while yo ' wearin ' dat hat yo ' sweat , dat 

scum git in his [you ] eye an ' hit ' ll blind him [ you ] . [Waycross , Ga . , (1074) , 
1 7 3 6 : 11 . ] 

SNAKESHED DUST IN HAT BLINDS 13102 . Well , yo ' see a snake . Well yo ' git de 
shed of a snake , when he shed it , an ' j es '  pound 

dat shed up . Beat it up f ine an ' take an ' sprinkle it in yore [ victim ' s ]  hat , 
in de rim o f  y re [ his ] hat .  

( Sprinkle it under the hatband - under the sweatband? )  
Yes , right round in dere . Put i t  where he kin git i t  an ' i t  will run him 

j es ' as blind as • • •  [a bat or something else ] . [ S t .  Petersburg , Fla . , ( 1 024) , 
1657 : 5 . ] 

13103 . Take a rattlesnake she Z Z  [ shed ] . Take dat dust and f ix some in de 
linin' of his hat , right down in dere . Dat will make him go blind when he per
spire .  Dat she Z Z  [ dus t ] will go right in his eyes and den he won ' t  be able to 
see nobody else but yo ! He ' ll be blind . [ Jacksonville , Fla . , ( 618) , 7 92 : 11 . ] 

13104 . Yo ' wanta run him an ' make him blind , why yo ' go out in any woods 
mos� anywhere an' f ind yo ' a snake sheZZ  [ shed ] . Yo ' know j es '  lak dey say he 
tn'CllJZ. outa his "she U . "  An ' slip it into his hatband . He lose his eyesight . 
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De dust from dat snake she l l  will take his eyesight . [Memphis , Tenn . , (15 3 7 )  
2 7 78 : 4 . ] 

1 3105 . Dey put dus t in your hat so you ' ll go blind . Accordin ' you ' ll lose 
your hair . 

(What would they do ? How would they use the dus t that way? Have you any 
idea? ) 

Well , they ' ll go ahead and , you know , dere ' s  somepin dey calls dragon ' s  blood 
dat you get from de drug s tore . You kin get dat ole dragon ' s  blood from de drug 

store . You kin get dat ole dra
SNAKESHED AND DRAGON ' S  BLOOD IN HAT TO BLIND gon ' s  blood from de drug store 

and you sprinkle it on de inside 
of your hat , an ' a little small p iece of dis ole snake ' s  shed . Or place it in 
de b inding of  your cap or hat ,  somep in like dat . And when you begin to sweat 
den de effect will take on you , somet imes you ' ll go blind from it an ' you taken 
wit de headache . 

( I t  runs down into your eyes ? )  
Dat ' s  de idea and cause you to go blind and 

[Norfolk , Va . ,  (Doctor Paul Bowes ) , 463 : 5 . ] 
13106 . Just like I wanted to do you harm . 

some graveyard dust and - j ust like you are in 

you are taken wit de headache . 

I can get some snake dust  and get 
the hab it of , when you are cooking 

SNAKE DUST AND GRAVEYARD DUST - BLINDING COMBINATION 
anywhere you feel . L ike 
in the country we cook on 
a fireplace - like you put 

your hand up there . And perhap s you may find a brick that is loose  where I can 
stick that dus t before anybody can catch me . When you have your back turned -
and you may rub your eyes or something like that , like you rub your face some
times . They can hide that dust  in that chimney and if you should get wet on your 
hands ,  it will cause your hands to swell up , and if you get it in your eyes , it 
will cause you to go blind . [This rite given by a professional doctor. ] [New 
Orleans , (855) , 1351 : 4 . ] 

13107 . Dere is such things as dat . Dere ' s  
get it in - you get graveyard dirt and you get 

a little graveyard dirt . You kin 
de dust f rom a rat tlesnake ' s  rat

tle and make you a powder of  
it .  And den he ' d  come along 
and ' tempt to p lay with you . 

RATTLESNAKE-RATTLE DUST AND GRAVEYARD DIRT IN HAT 

Take your hat off , "Oh , dat ' s  a nice hat . "  Take your hat like dat and probably 
look at it . Put dat dust  in dere and you put your hat on . I t  may be warm or it 
may drift down your face if you perspire , or anything , run down and blind you. 
You never will see again . 

(You have this rattlesnake dust and the graveyard dust mixed . )  [ Norfolk, Va. ,  
(491) , 5 26 : 6 . ] 

13108 . An ' den yo ' kin take it again . Yo ' kin take dis graveyard dirt an' 
yo ' kin git rattlesnake dust  an ' mix it together , an ' it will run anybody � 
blind . 

(Just how would they do that ? )  
Jes ' take de rattlesnake dus t an ' de graveyard dirt an ' mix i t  tuhgetbah. 

Mix it up tuhgethah an ' git anybody hat an ' sp rinkle it in de hat dat dey sotta 
dem stone blind . [ Brunswick , Ga . ,  ( 12 07a) , 2 04 2 : 3 . ] 

13109 . They take the little bow out o f  the hat and after they take tbe bov 
out of the hat , they carry it to a hoodoo . And he will take snake dust - just 

CARRY IT TO A HOODOO • • •  HE WILL TAKE SNAKE DUST 
WORDS OF GOOD ADVICE - SPEAKER A HOODOO DOCTOR 

like you take dust out of a 
rattlesnake ' s  tail ,  they have 
dust in their tail - and you 
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[ the hoodoo ] put some of  that dust on it . And they can bring it back and give 
to you and that cause you to go blind . They put the bow back in your hat , don ' t  
you see , and you put that hat on and it cause you to lose your eyesight . [New 
Orleans , La . , ( 855) , 1 347 : 9 . ] 

1 3110 . Dry a rattlesnake head , powder it , sprinkle the dust in the 4 corners 
of a house , and it will cause confusion between man and wife . [ Charles ton 623 : 
10 . ] 

1 3111 . If a person � a snake shed in the seams of a person ' s clothes , 1 1he 
stay chilly all de time j es '  like dat snake . [Mobile 959 : 6 . ] 

13112 . Dust from rattlesnake rattle and graveyard dirt in your shoes make 
feet swell . [Norfolk 5 26 : 7 . ]  

13113 . I f  someone sprinkles snake dust in your shoes , in 9 days your feet 
will swell and you can ' t walk . [Norfolk 515 : 3 . ] 

13114 . A snake bite can be cured by applying an egg skin . [ Richmond 2 97 : 6 . ] 
13115 . Yo ' kin take a snake shell [ shed ] an ' put it in sweet milk or somp in 

an ' give it to a person an ' it ' ll come a livin ' snakeshell in ' em .  [ Fayette
ville , 2571 : 9 . ] 

13116 . Kill a snake , he has one s traight bone in him under his ribs , let dry , 
powder ; give to anyone in water he comes alive in 18 days , in whiskey in 7 days . 
[Memphis , ( 967 , p rofessional excellent) , 1565 : 1 . ] 

1311 7 . Dey say yo ' kin take a snake an ' cut his haid off , an ' put him in de 
� an ' let it dry an ' parch it , an ' put it into sompin tuh drink , an ' dey said 
dat will create snakes in ' em .  [ Sumter 2417 : 4 . ] 

1311 8 .  Dey says dat yo ' kin take dat blood from snake an ' put i t  in whiskey 
an ' cause l ive things , yo ' know, tuh be inside of  anyone . [ Fayet teville 2535 : 
15 . ]  

13119 .  You may wear a blackstone-skin belt as a protect ion against cunjure . 
[ Richmond 285 : 1 . ] 

13120 . Take a blacksnake and skin him and take this skin and wear it as a 
belt , and they won ' t  bother you a�ch . [Who are they? Usually the belt gives 
added strength meaning bul lies won ' t annoy you .  But it could mean other snakes . ]  
[Richmond 382 : 2 . ] 

13121 . Beat up a dried rattlesnake head to a dus t and scatter this in a dus ty 
� your enemy walks . This dust will blow up into his eyes or get into some way 
and blind him . [Wilmington 225 : 1+85 . ]  

1 3122 . The dust from a snake shed or liquid dust sent to a person in a let
ter will blind him. [Richmond 300 : 7 . ] 
---1312 3 . Dust from a rattlesnake shed [ the outer skin cast off  by ecdysys ] 
� to a person in a letter will get into his eyes and blind him . [Wilmington 
103 : 6+85 . ]  

13124 . On receiving a letter , burn the handwriting and put in envelope , add 
ratt lesnake powder , and mail back to person . Opening this letter will blind the 
person. [ Charles ton 556 : 4 . ] 

13125 . The hatband is the usual place for blinding a person . Use snakehead 
powder . [Mobile 9 73 : 6 . ] 

13126 . Blind a person by put ting snake powder in his or her hat . [Elizabeth 
C ity 511 : 3 . ] 

1312 7 .  Pound up a snake shed , especially that of a rattlesnake , and put this 
in a person ' s  hat to blind him . [Wilmington 102 : 6+85 . ]  

13128 . Snake hide , make powder , put in hat to blind . [Memphis 1557 : 11 . ] 
13129 . If you mix rat tlesnake-shed powder with graveyard dirt and put it in 

person ' s hat ,  he o r  she will never get over headaches unless hat is undressed. 
[The latter word heard only several times . ] {Mobile 875 : 8 . ] 



- Hoodoo - Conj urat ion - Witchcraft - Roo twork - 4439 

13130 . You take water , if you go ing to take a bath in water . You wanta hurt 
me or anything o f  that sort . Well , I ' m going to take my bath and probably j ust  

KANKEENA - WHITE POWDER - YOU GET VERY LITTLE FOR A 
NICKEL , [ IN 1938 ] - AT HOODOO DRUG STORE - THEY PUT 
IT IN YOUR BATHTUB - CAUSES ITCHING - SORES BREAK 
OUT - A M . D .  USELESS - TO CURE THIS DISORDER 
RUB WITH SNAKE OIL AND STEEL DUST - 3 TIMES A DAY 
REPEATING VERSES FROM PSALM 23 - FOR 18 OR 20 DAYS 

before I take my bath , if 
you after hurtin ' me [ that 
word after preceding hurt
ing was added by Irish 
transcriber ] ,  you would 
take , say for instance , 
this is my bathroom. I ' m 
f ixin ' to go in there to 

take my bath . Well , I liable to draw my water f irst . See , and I got my water 
took , I ' m liable to walk out . And if I don ' t do that , you take and you - before 
I go in the bathroom to draw my water , you get you some o f  the stuff you call 
kankeena. 

(What do you call that? )  
Kankeena . 
(Kankeena? )  
Kankeena. 
(Where do you get that? )  
It ' s a powder you can get it at mos t  any drug store . 
(I  see . )  
Get kankeena , it ' s  a white powder . You get very little for a niake l ,  j ust a 

very small quantity for a nickeL You gets that . Now , when you get that pow
der , you sprinkle it around that tub , all around on the edges , not to the bot
tom, but be sure it gets j ust  around the tub , like that . 

(On the outs ide or inside of the tub? ) 
On the inside of  the tub . It ' s  got to get into the water , see . Now, that 

stuff there is to take - when I bathe in the tub , this powder going to get on 
me. Now, when I get this powder on me , it liable to s tartin ' and itchin ' an ' 
everythin ' . After I done bathin ' it s tart in itchin ' . It won ' t  be the soap , 
it won ' t  be the water . I won ' t  know what it ' s  all about . See . It ' ll s tart 
•e to itchin ' , probably , I ' m liable to s tart to breakin ' [ out ] in a few days 
break all kind of  sores out on me [ quite a separation between break and out ! ] .  
See . Well , then I liable have to go to a doctor [M . D . ] to find out what it is . 
He think it ' s  my blood ' s  bad . He try to use different medicine . He wanta give 
� shots of somepin . Probably he can ' t do me no good with the shots and all 
that they gives you . Well , then , if he couldn ' t  do me no good , he done give 
� [ I turn o f f  machine to bring informant to point ] . 

(This doctor [M. D . ] couldn ' t do you any good and you go to the Cracker Jack 
Drug S tore and get the same things you said , you mentioned . )  

I ' m going to get - I ' m goin '  to get more than the one thing , I ' m goin ' to 
get some of this stee l dust.  

( I  see . )  
I ' m  go in ' to go to the Cracker Jack - I ' m usin ' stee l dust again . I ' m going 

to use the stee l dust .  I ' m going t o  get me what you call the snake oi l - they 
sells that . I ' m go ing to get that snake oil . I ' m goin ' to get stee l dust .  
Kow, when I get the snake o il and the stee l dust , I ' m goin '  to put those two 
�gether . See . I 'm go ing to use that to rub with . I rub myself with that at 
least three times a day . Now, in rubbin ' with that stuff , I says the 35th 
[23rd ] Psalms of David . See , that ' s  a prayer . You say it , that ' s  the 35th 
[23rd ] Psalm of David . I says that ! "The Lord is my shepherd and I shall not 
want . " See , as I ' m  rubbing : "The Lord is my shepherd and I shall not want . "  
ADd I j us t  keep arubbin ' . See . Well , now I may have to do that , maybe nine or 
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ten days . I may have to do it for a couple o f  weeks . Eighteen or twenty days 
at the most , anyway . S ee .  Well , then I do that and as I do that every day for 
three t imes a day , I says the 3 5 th [ 2 3rd ] Psalm of David and for about twenty 
days and then I ' m over with that . See . [New Orleans , La . , (832) , 124 0 : 5 . ] 

13131 . This is done for spite , to get even , etc . Chew snakeroot and sp it 
� but not at person . If  the wind is in the proper direct ion , the smallest  
particle , even unfelt , touching victim ' s face will soon cause bumps on it . 
[ Richmond 296 : 5 . ] 

13132 . So no one can come in your house and take them {wh ile you are ab
sent ] . Well , you put some snakeroot around . That ' s  what she always told me , 
to scatter with snakeroot dus t .  They will never bother me . You buy that , yes . 
[New Orleans 1148 : 3 . ] 

13133 . Ah heard dat they have , that they sell hands . They go out and the�· 
git - they go out and they git - j es t  like a man - ah don ' t know if you have 

SNIPE - THE BIRD - THE WISHBONE [V-SHAPED ] OR THE 
FURCULUM FROM - CUT OFF SNIPE NECK - PICK BIRD LIKE 
A CROW [ I  CAN OFFER NO HELP HERE ] - TAKE - OUT BONE 
LIKE V-FORK - LIKE A CHICKEN WISHBONE - LET SET 
AWHILE - PUT SULPHUR ON - LATER RED PEPPER - FINALLY 
GUNPOWDER - RUB THE 3 INTO BONE - SAW BONE IN HALF 
SEW PIECE INTO A BAG - WEAR BETWEEN LEGS - LAW AWAY 

seen dem aroun ' dis part 
of  de country , but dey go 
out and dey git a root 
dey calls snipe root . 
Dey git dis snipe root . 
( Snipe root? ) 
Snipe root . A snipe is 
a long thing like a crane 
[bird ] . Well , you take 

this snip e ,  de snipe w' at flies . Take dis snipe and cut de snipe neck off and 
dey p ick it - j es ' like , most  like a crow or somepin l ike that . And dey pick 
dis snipe and dey cut dat bone out of it . De bone is somepin like a fork , j es '  
l ike a chicken bone . Den dey take dat bone and dey let dat bone set for awhile , 
and after settin '  for awhil e , dey take some sulphur . Take dat sulphur and place 
it on top of dat bone . After taking dat sulphur , take a little bit of red pep
pah and put on dat sulphur , a little gunpowdah and put on sulphur . Rub dat bone 
in dere . Then they will take a saw or somp in an ' cut half that bone off . Then 
take that sulphur an ' red peppah and combine it together and sew a little sack 
around it . Wear it . Don ' t wear it around de neck, let it drop between yore 
laigs . That supposed to keep de law away from de home . [Not every b ird has a 
chicken wishbone ; better check about snipe . ] [ Charleston , S .  Car . , ( ? ) , 651 : 2 . ] 

13134 . I ' ve heard that choo could use snuff like this . You know, j is '  like 
a man be wit choo with a wha ' shah call ' em? Merry WidOw or cundPum { condom] or 

SNUFF AND SUGAR - A PINCH OF MIXED - IN BOTTOM OF 
CONDOM TO BE WORN BY CUSTOMER - FOR GOOD BUSINESS 

somepin like that . Well , 
take a little bit o f  snuff 
an ' a little sugar - j is '  a 
little p inch of snuff an ' a 

little bit of sugar an ' put it t ogether .  An '  put it in that , choo know down in 
the bot tom [ o f  the condom ] an ' roll it [ condom] down ordinary j is '  like it was . 
An ' j is ' let a man use that choo know ever ' time he - you know they don ' t  use 
that only when they be ' s  wit chah [ informant a woman] , but you have ' em ready 
to let them have ' em when they come to you . An ' they be comin ' to yo ' all de 
time spending money . [ I  never asked for this sort of thing , but took it down 
as a part of hoodoo life . ] [ Until I looked up this word recently I d id not know 
that it had been named after it ' s  invento r ,  an 18th century English physician , 
Dr . Condom ! ] [Memphis ,  T enn . ,  ( 962 , an excellent and reliable informant) , 
1554 : 9 . ] 

13135 . When dey git your socks - gits a man ' s  sock, chew mean? Why he can ' t  
fool wit no o thah woman . 
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SOCK AND STOCKING RITES WILL NOW BE GIVEN TOGETHER 
HERE IS ANOTHER VERS ION OF N0 . 3543 , P . 2438 , V . 3 .  
SHE TIES STRING ABOUT HIS SOCKS - ONE FOOT ON OTHER 
9 KNOTS IN STRING - UNTIE - HE IMPOTENT FOR OTHERS 

(How do they fix those 
socks up ? )  
All you got ta do is take 
dem socks an ' t ie nine 
knot in ' em .  See , j es '  
tie de foo t an ' take a 

string , a cord , an ' make nine knots to dat sock , an ' when yo ' done t ied de nine 
knots , den yo ' take all de cord off an ' shake dat s tuff up , an ' put it back 
where he kin git it to seah . See? An '  he can ' t  do anything . [ Charleston , S . 
Car . , (530) , 641 : 5 . ] 

1313 6 .  Yo ' kin take a woman ' s  sock , an ' yo ' 
it an ' burn it . Yo ' burn it in [ into ] de ashes 

take de left sock , an ' yo ' take 
an ' make a powdah outa dat , an ' 

WOMAN ' S  LEFT SOCK - MAN BURNS - SEWS UP ASHES IN BAG 
WEARS ON HIM - MAKES HER DO ANYTHING HE WANTS DONE 
MIND HIM IN ANY WAY - SHE CAIN 'T HAVE NO MAN WIT DAT 
FOR SAME PURPOSE HE CAN DUST POWDER ON HER AT NIGHT 

yo ' take it in a bag an ' 
sew dat bag up . An ' yo ' 
kin take dat powdah 
[ bag ] an ' put it on yo ' .  
Now, dat ' s  go in ' make 
her do anything yo ' want 

her [ to do ] - mind yo ' in any way . An ' yo ' kin f ix it so she cain ' t  have no man 
wit dat , de same powdah . Den yo ' kin , j es '  lak yo ' git in bed at night , yo ' 
take dat little powdah an ' dust it on her , an ' she cain ' t have - any othah man 
git up on her , he ' ll fall . [New Orleans , La . , ( 15 72) , 2896 : 5 . ] 

1313 7 . If  you got a husband that runs around , [ o r ]  if a man got a woman that 
runs around , he can take her dirty stockings and wash the toe and the heel - not 

IF WOMAN RUNS AROUND - MAN TAKE HER DIRTY STOCKINGS 
WASHES TOES AND HEELS ONLY - STOPS UP WATER IN BOTTLE 
BURIES UNDER DOOR - SHE WILL STAY HOME ALL THE TIME 

the whole stocking , wash 
the toe and wash the 
heel . In about , well , 
I ' d  say about two ounces 
of water - that ' s  suf f i

cient , two ounces of water . And take that water 
stop it up , and bury it underneath the s teps and 
the time . [New Orleans , La . , {855) , 1348 : 2 . ] 

and pour it in a bottle and 
that party will stay home all 

1313 8 .  Well , dere ' s  a boy an ' a girl dat ' s  goin ' tuhgethah . See . Dey go t 
in good love . Yo ' know , she got tuh lovin ' him an ' he got tuh lovin ' her . Dey 

SOILED SOCK BOILED - WATER INTO JAR - ADD 
LUCKY POWDER - 9 DROPS HEARTS COLOGNE 
STOP UP 9 MORNINGS - WOMEN TO CONTROL MAN 

got big ages [ they were grown up ] 
yo ' see . "Oh , ah got him so ah want 
him [ to ]  stay wit me , " an '  "ah don ' t  
want him [ to go nowhere . "  [ Notice 
incomplete inf init ives . ]  Well , he 

come tuh stayin ' dere at  night , see j es '  lak man an ' wife . Jes ' stay an ' stay 
an '  s tay .  

Well , somebody else got betwixt dat , "Ah want [ to ]  tear dat up , ah don ' lak 
dat . He ain ' t ma ' ed tuh her . He ain ' t  a muah right man . He ain ' t  much good . 
Ah ' m  go in ' tear dat up . "  Undahstand . Well , so dey got mad an ' so decided dey 
want tear hit up . So dey throws bad Zuak in dey way . 

So she says , Cora says , "Well , yo ' know , he wuz so good tuh me an ' all at 
once he ' s  got bad . Ah don ' know whut in de worl ' mattah wit him . " Say ,  "Ah 
cain ' t undahs tand it . "  

"Well , maybe somebody else is got a bettah haid den yo ' are an ' to ' [ tore ] 
it up . "  

"Well ,  ah ' ll f ind out . "  Says , "Ah knows a thing or  two mahself . Ah ' ll take 
ca '  of dat . Ah ' ll take ca ' of dat . "  

Okay , all r ight . 
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She goes an ' she takes his sock - de sock he weahs - de dirty sock he been 
weahin ' . She takes dat sock an ' washes it , washes dat sock , yo ' know , in j es '  
a leetle bit o f  watah , yo ' know . Well , yo ' might say , in a boil [water j ust  
coming to a boil ] . Yo ' take dat sock an ' yo ' boil it , yo ' know , an ' git  dat 
dirt off whut he ' s  been weahin ' . An ' take dat watah an ' j ah it up [ put it in 
a j ar ]  an ' yo ' put - ah dunno whut chew call dat kin ' a  powdah , it wuz a lucky 
powdah , she [ hoodoo woman ] put in dere an ' 9 drops of  Hearts Cologne . Yo ' put 
dat tuhgethah . Yo ' know, yo ' boi l  dat lil ' watah down right low, yo ' know 
till it be j es '  a lil ' bit . Den yo ' put nine drops of Heart Cologne in dat . 
Den yo ' put it in a lil ' bot tle an ' yo ' stop it up . An ' fo ' 9 mawnin ' s  yo ' take 
dat an ' yo ' daubs yo ' self wit dat fo ' 9 mawnin ' s .  Yo ' all right . Yo ' won ' t  
have no mo ' trouble . [ Fayetteville ,  N .  Car . , ( 1400) , 2521 : 3 . ] 

13139 . Yo ' kin put a man tuh walkin ' wit his socks , if yo ' kin git dem when 
dere [ dey + are ] dirty . Take a man ' s  stockin ' when it ' s  dirty an ' wash it out , 

WASH OUT MAN ' S  SOILED SOCKS - BOTTLE WATER - BURY 
WHERE HE MUST CROSS OVER IT - HE HOT-FOOTED DEN 

an ' put dat watah in a bot
tle . An ' take it an ' bury 
it where he has tuh travel 
ovah , an ' he ' ll s tart tuh 

walkin ' . His feet git hot ,  he hot-footed den . 
(You bury it out in the road somewhere? ) 

He cain ' t stay nowhere . 

Bury it somewhere whah he transfah at - goes on . [Memphis , Tenn . , ( 15 2 0) , 
2 7 32 : 6 . ] 

13140 . Well yo ' take de socks tuh bring a man back 
a odd square , a odd square on yore f lo ' . A old square 

home . Now , lak yo ' got 
on yore flo ' , see , lak 
dis square heah [ square 
of linoleum in floor of  
my inteviewing room at  
the Patterson Hotel for 
Blacks where I inter
viewed in New Orleans ] .  

MAN ' S  SOILED SOCKS WASH - BOTTLE THE WATER - KEEP TO 
CONTROL HIM - AT DOOR POINT TOES OF HIS SOCKS INTO 
ROOM - HIDE THEM UNDER LINOLEUM OR CARPET AND SOON 
HE WILL COME A-HELLIN ' IF HE DOES NOT WANT TO RETURN 

All right . Well , yo ' take dat sock an ' yo ' put both toes together an ' bring 
dat sock in - de feet , lak ah walk in heah . Yo ' see , de front of mah feet is 
comin ' in . Well , yo ' bring dat in an ' put dat , an ' put dat at de end , an ' yo '  
tack dat undah dere [ l inoleum] undah de carpet . Dat ' s  right . An ' he wi ll  aome 
a-hel lin ' .  Yessuh , lak if he ' s  away an ' don ' wanta come home . [New Orleans , 
La . , (1568) , 2878 : 8 . ] 

13141 . Take a man ' s sock or a woman ' s  sock 
have a fireplace , take up a brick an ' sprinkle 

an ' bury it . See , where yo ' 
sulphur an ' salt on dat brick 

LIFT UP BRICK IN FIREPLACE - LAY IN HOLE MAN ' S  SOCK 
THEN SALT AND SULPHUR AND GRAVEYARD DIRT - URINATE 
ON IT 9 MORNINGS AND TELL THEM WHAT YOU WANT DONE 

an ' sprinkle sulphur an ' 
salt on dat brick an ' 
graveyard dirt , an ' uri
nate on it fo ' 9 mawnin ' s ,  
an ' tell it whut chew want 

it tuh do . If yo ' want him tuh love yo ' ,  not leave yo ' ,  be right dere undah 
yore foot an ' all , he can ' t do it , ' cause he ' s  buried right dere wit dat stock
in ' an ' de minute he takes it up why yo ' kin go . But long as hit stays down 
dere , why he stays dere . 

(You bury that stocking right under that brick? ) 
Yeah , r ight undah dat brick . Anywhere where yo ' kin git tuh it an ' urinate 

on it fo ' 9 mawnin ' s .  [ Fayetteville , N .  Car . , ( 1419a) , in the 2540 ' s . ] 
13142 . Ah experienced dat . Ah ' ve had dat done on me , take your sock and cut 

de heel out of it , a pair you been wearing . Get your so cks and cut de heel out 
of both of ' em ,  an ' take de heel and put some salt in it , snakehead or some kind 
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of worms [ to make you crawl ] . And bury de heel of dat sock under de doorstep 
and put de other part of it [ heel ] over de door , over your haid . And every t ime 

2 HEELS CUT FROM PAIR OF SOCKS VICTIM HAS WORN - SALT 
ON EACH - RUB ON EACH PIECE A PIECE OF SNAKESHED OR WORM 
[TO MAKE YOU CRAWL ] - BURY 1 HEEL UNDER DOOR - LAY 
OTHER HEEL OVER DOOR - THIS DRIVES YOU AWAY FROM HOME 

you go in and out 
dere , you gitt in ' 
dat , and first thing 
you know yo ' go in ' 
way from dere . Yo ' 
done left , you see . 

Your wife , she done put you outten from dere and you gone , and you won ' t  know 
how you gone . And you done missed your socks and everything . You don ' t  know 
nothin ' at all about it or you j est • • •  and done you dataway , but you gone - j est 
gone along . Don ' t wanta run off , but you won ' t never come back until you f ind 
it . And you f ind dat , you come back home . 

( I see . Do you put one sock down there or j ust  one p iece of the sock? ) 
A [ 2 ] p iece [ 2  p ieces are used ] . 
(I see . ) [Vicksburg , Miss . ,  ( 7 25 ) , 994 : 7 . ] 
1314 3 .  Yo ' kin take his sock to make ' im love you an ' yo ' stockin ' an ' put 

it [ them] together . Understand? An' puts some sugah with it . An ' take it out 

MAN ' S  SOCK AND HER STOCKING - PUT TOGETHER - SUGAR 
ON - BURY AT SIDE OF HER HOUSE - POUR HER URINE ON 
EVERY MORNING - OR TAKE HIS SOCK AND YOUR STOCKING 
ONE ON TOP OF OTHER - ROLL THEM TOGETHER - PUT RED 
ONION AND SILVER DIME WITH [MAKE 'IM GIVE HER MONEY ] 
SEW TO YOU - WISH HIS MONEY - SEW INTO HER MATTRESS 

an ' bury it on  the side 
of your hous e ,  an ' go out 
there every mawnin ' an ' 
pour your chamber lye 
there . Don ' t  you under
s tand? See , on that . 
An ' you take the sock an ' 
your s tocking an ' roll it 

together , see . Now put a red onion with it , a dime - that ' s  to make ' im  give 
her money - roll it together . Sew it to you an ' make your wish - that ' s  her , 
you see - sew it up in your mattress . That man ' ll give you money , give ' er 
.aney as long as he ' s  there . [Memphis , Tenn . , ( 96 0 ,  hoodoo woman , excellent) ,  

IF YOU WALK OVER YOUR BURIED SOCK - FOOT SWELLS 
1545 : 10 . ] 
13144 . (Take his sock? ) 
De sock and bury under any 

place and you [ owner ] walks over 
(Well ,  do they bury both your 
Just one . 

it and then you swells up . 
socks ? )  

(Which one d o  they bury there? )  
De left foot . 
(All they do is j us t  bury that sock? ) 
Yes , s ir .  
(And then , what happens then? ) 
You walks over it and then yo ' start to swell up . [Richmond , Va . , ( ? ) , 3 75 : 5 .] 
13145 . A woman keeps a man home by put t ing two of his dirty socks in the 

form of a cross under the mattress .  [New Orleans 1364 : 13 . ] 
13146 .  " Bury right sock under leaves [ eaves o f  a house? ] ,  drive 9 tenpenny 

aails in , forming a cross with the nails . Dat supposed to kill you . " [Mobile 
944 : 14 . ] 

1314 7 . Git his sock or either his shirt and tear a hole in de mattress in 
4e bed and � it up in dere , if you want him to stay .  [ Jacksonville 7 87 : 4 . ] 

13148 . [ She ] take dat dirt w ' ut de [ they = she ] wash off dat [man ' s ]  sock , 
am' dey kin take yo ' in [ trick ]  yo ' wit dat . Dey [woman ] put sumpin belo�to 
� [her ] wit it an ' bury it in a certain place , an ' dat keep you [man ]  dere . 
Dat ties yo ' both together , anything close yo ' wear . Wrap dat up together and 
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then you kin [ instead of burying it ] take an ' sew it up in yuh mattres s .  
[Mobile 887 : 6 . ] 

1314 9 .  A woman can use salt and vinegar � a man ' s socks and � them up 
into the mattress to influence him .  [Washington , D . C . , 813 : 5 . ] 

----1315 0 .  Ah ' ve heard ' em say they take de men ' s  sock like that and has ' em 
dressed and then they take it an ' put it in their pillah or mat tress [ to hold 
or bring back] . [ Jacksonville 7 65 : 10 . ] 

13151 . Man ' s right sock under door or mattress [ o f  bed ] or carpet where he 
travels . Make stay home . [Washington , D . C . , 815 : 2 . ] 

13152 . If � and woman are getting along badly , she should put his dirty 
socks under the sheet and let him sleep on them . [Memphis 1545 : 9 . ] 

13153 . Take a sock of his an' burn it , burn it in her stove an ' let it smoke 
in de house , an ' i� is in de presence of her , an ' let dat smoke from his old 
sock , one of  his old socks , burn it in de house an ' let him be around dat sock,  
an ' she ' ll hold him .  [Norfolk 4 94 : 1 . ] 

13154 . Dey take a sock an ' put some red peppah in it an ' a d ime , some sul
phur an ' burn it a little bit an ' � it in de alkyhol ,  an ' dey kin do j es '  
whut dey wanta do wit chew. [Florence 2186 : 2 . ] 

13155 . If yo ' got a friend and yo ' want ' em , yo ' take de sock an '  yo ' tack 
it to de floor beneath the rug • • •  an ' yo ' take an ' yo ' urinate�that for -9--

mornings ,  an ' he ' ll stay with shah unt il death break yo ' up . [Norfolk 5 2 9 : 7 . ] 
1315 6 .  Sock o r  stocking , put in j ar ,  urinate on it , keep it hidden , make 

' em love you .  [Memphis 1550 : 3 . ] 
1315 7 .  Bury woman ' s  s tocking in fruit j ar to bring her back . [Memphis 

1580 : 3 . ] 
1315 8 .  Bury soiled sock or s tocking in bottle under house , " cause yo ' to 

linger or cause your legs or limbs to swell . "  [Mobile 9 79 : 6 . ] 
1315 9 .  S top up socks or stockings in bo ttle , throw into river or outgo ing 

tide ; "run a person away . "  [Elizabeth City 4 02 : 8 . ] 
1316 0 .  They say you can take ' em [ socks or stockings ] and put ' em in � 

ning water , stop ' em up in a bottle or • • •  like you throw the bottle into the 
river , take the t ide going out , and let it bottle [with socks ] go out with the 
t ide and run a person away . [Elizabeth City 557 : 7 . ] 

13161 . Get ' em some gun powder an ' some black pepper , an ' put in dat sock , 
an ' get ' em some salt , an ' tie dat sock 3 different knot s , an ' turn dat sock 
bo ttom upwards in-rllnnin ' water , an':YO' go in ' go crazy . They dOn't take-bUt 
� [ sock] to kill you .  [Vicksburg 1004 : 7 . ] 

13162 . Wash dirty socks an ' in this water put bluestone , pepper , sulphur ; 
throw over shoulder into running water and say ,  "Go , "  an ' don ' t look back . 
[ Richmond 303 : 3 . ] 

1316 3 . A � can keep a woman home by tying 2 knot s  in one over her stocking 
an ' slip it up � the j o ist  over where she go out the door . [New Orleans 
1366 : 8 . ] 

13164 . She ' ll s ign his name on a piece of  parchment paper , she ' ll put some 
sugar in that sock and if she have linoleum on the floor , tack it in the front 
[ of the ] door • • •  she can ' t get rid of  him .  [New Orleans 1155 : 5 . ] 

13165 . A woman nails a man ' s left sock under the door saddle with 9 nails to 
keep him home . [New Orleans 1101 : ? ]  

13166 . P in both socks together , toe to toe , put at door [ usually inside 
house ] cover up [with carpet ] ,  let toes point into house , they will always come 
back. [Washington , D . C . , 806 : 2 . ] 

1316 7 . Put right-foot sock under rug , up to door , foot walking in , man com
ing back. [Memphis 1556 : 6 . ] 
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1316 8 .  [Here is an unusuaZ fo Zding or ro Z Zing rite : ] Roll dirty sock back 
to you 3 different ways , turning the pile af ter each roll , � under steps : 
"you can ' t go off  and s tay no length of time ' fore you comin ' back to dat same 
place . "  [Mobile 952 : 1 . ] 

1 3169 . A woman rolls up a pair of man ' s socks and buries them under her 
doorstep to keep him away . [This rite comes from an excellent hoodoo woman . As 
I have said elsewhere , it took me a long time to under stand how socks could be 
buried to hold a man or to send him away . Intention of  course is the power b e
hind the purpose and wish . ] [Memphis , ( 960) , 1545 : 11 . ] 

13170 . Take your [ his ]  s tockin ' s  an ' turn ' em wrong side outwards , don ' t 
wash ' em ,  git ' em dirty , an ' fold ' em  de toe to yo ' , right on to you till yo ' 
roll it up . � ' em under your doorstep . It ' ll  bring you [him] back . [Wil
mington 79 : 2+85 . ] 

1 3171 . If you want your husband to stay at home , you get a pair of his d irty 
socks , take it [ the right ] by the toe an ' fold it up , fold it to you ,  and 
bury under your step . [Wilmington 116 : 8+85 . ]  

131 7 2 . Cut bot tom out of  man ' s  dirty sock , s tart ing from the �  and [ roll 
or f old ] coming to you , put in cloth band and wear about waist to hold man . 
[Memphis 1551 : 7 . ] 

13173 .  Take his socks • • •  fold it [ 1  or 2? ] and lay it � the door • • •  that 
will bring him home . [Vicksburg 1057 : 6 . ] 

13174 . Dirty left sock and dir ty lef t stocking , sprinkle red pepper over , 
put names of  each in , roll t ight , bury together : "makes ' em get that much 
closer to you . " [Mob ile 87 6 : 5 . ] 

13175 . Woman cut s toes from man ' s socks and wears one in each armpit to 
control him.  [Memphis 1558 : 1 . ] 

131 7 6 . Man takes both stockings of woman , must  be dirty , put on them 3 
ingredients :  salt , sugar and his urine . Keeps these [ surely p ieces of them ] 
in his pocket . She won ' t have other man . [Memphis 1545 : 12 . ]  

1317 7 . A woman cuts  a piece out of the man ' s left s ock and wears that p iece : 
11 that will drive you [ a  man] to them [ a  woman] . [New Orleans 1180 : 3 . ] 

13178 . Woman can take their [man ' s ]  socks and wear ' em round their waist 
an' you [man ] can ' t  f�with no woman ; you [ he ]  won ' t  have no nature for no 
woman . [Vicksburg 1107 : 8 . ] 

131 7 9 . You take their stocking an ' [ or ]  either you take an ' get some of 
that woman ' s hair an ' her stocking an ' � it around de wais t • • •  they kin hold 
' em  like dey wants to . [Vicksburg 1001 : 9 . ] 

1318 0 .  H e  done left home and she want him back , she ' ll get [ one of  his 
socks ] an ' � it around her waist . Get her a cotton thread string an ' tie 
9 knot s  in it , put dat around her waist .  Write his name an ' � dat in her 
shoe . An '  dat draws him.  [Vicksburg 996 : 8 . ]  

----13181 . His left sock an '  tie it up , the woman can , an ' put 9 knots in it 
an '  wear it around her waist . That ' s a good way of tyin ' him up . [Mobile 
977 :7.]"" 

1 3182 . A dirty sock, don ' t wash it , wears it around her wais t and he does 
j es ' what you [woman ] � him to do . [Norfolk 492 : 12 . ] 

13183 . Take de sock from de left foot , de man ' s  sock dat he left behind 
find dat an ' put da� her right foot , an ' den put it in her shoe an '  wear 
dat [wears his left sock on her right foo t ]  an ' dat will have a sensation to 
draw him back . [Vicksburg 1018 : 1 . ] 

13184 . She kin �  a hold o f  your sock an ' turn your sock [ inside out ] an ' 
&it de dust from under your feet . She conceals it in a bottle an ' wear s it . 
[Purpose not given but evident . ]  [Richmond 308 : 3 . ] 
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13185 . Could take one o f  your socks and bury it , say that will run you part 
crazy . [Norfolk 44 7 : 11 . ] 

13186 .  Sock buried draws person . [Mobile 96 7 : 5 . ] 
13187 . Husband ' s  left sock under door , he won ' t leave . [Wilmington 2 3 6 : 6  

+85 . ] 
1 3188 . Take your dirty sock and bury it underneath de s tep , that will make 

you stay home . [ Charles ton 623 : 5 . ] 
13189 . She keeps husband ' s  dirty so cks under door to keep him home . [Wil

mington , 72 : 7+85 . ] 
13190 . A woman buries man ' s  right sock under the doorstep to keep him home 

or to hold him.  [Memphis 1568 : 13 . ] 
13191 . P iece of  toe or heel o f  woman ' s  stocking buried under f ront step , she 

won ' t leave home . [Vicksburg 1037 : 1 . ] 
13192 . Well , shore , dey kin take your socks and put - bury yore socks under

neath the door of the house , or right where you live at , and every t ime you walk 
� that , that will keep you be  aching - nervous all de t ime . [ Charleston 
65 3 : 10 . ] 

13193 . Git dat man ' s sock dat he � an ' put it  in de stove an ' dry it up . 
Take dat dust an ' put it under de s tep - have dat w ' ere he will walk over it • • •  

he won ' t pay attention to no one else . [Jacksonville 7 86 : 1 . ] 
13194 . They take your socks , or anything that dey wear close to you , as to 

p ersp iration , an ' bur ' that into a damp place , an ' that will ca zhoo [ cause you ] 
to go into bad health . I t  will take the use from your limb . [ Richmond 2 95 : 3 . ] 

13195 . Woman with cruel husband , doesn ' t want her to go anywhere . She puts 
a teacup of  sugar in his right sock , buries where he walks over , an ' you ' s  free 
to go anywhere you want and he ' ll be pleasant for you to go . [Mobile 96 9 : 4 . ] 

1319 6 . Take man ' s right foot sock , put sugar in , s top up in bottle or j ar ,  
bury under house , he can ' t leave . [Memphis 15 60 : 11 . ] 

1319 7 .  She kin git a little salt an ' pepper , mix dat together an ' put it in 
the [ his lef t ]  sock and bury it under her floor mat , right in front o f  de door 
where he go t to come in and out , and he ' ll be ' umble unto her . [ Left foot was 
ment ioned only af ter I asked left or right . ]  [Wilmington 1 72 : 3+85 . ]  

13198 . Bury man ' s left dirty sock in walk, throw urine and salt on ; "he ' ll 
leave home and he won ' t come back any more . "  [Mobile 9 61 : 3 . ] 

13199 . Take yo ' socks if yo ' are away an ' make yo ' s tay home : that ' s  by 
putt ing a silver dime in it , an ' put 3 knots , an ' call your name , and bury it at 
de foo t of your steps ; j es '  like you cut off  a dog ' s  tail if you want him to 
stay home and mind de house . [Left foot after quest ioning . ]  [ Charles ton 615 : 2 .] 

13200 . Take your socks , the left foo t • • •  tie 9 knots  in dem an ' dey ' ll bring 
you from anyw' ure you was • • •  bury it . [ Charleston 602 : 6 . ] 

13201 . Get [ she will ] some of your [man ' s ]  socks . • .  bury it • • •  and walk over 
it • • •  for 9 mornings and make a wish [ to bring the man to you or back] an ' den 
she ' ll wear it  next to her , an ' after dem 9 days you goin '  in dere . [Norfolk 
4 7 6 : 4 . ] 

13202 . [Women] cut de right-footed toes off  [ a  man ' s  sock ] , t ie it up t ight 
an ' sew it  up t ight into a bag , an ' bury it to de foot of yo ' [ a  woman ' s  door
step ] an ' yo ' [ a man ] can ' t s tay away from her . [ To tie , to sew ,  and to bury 
makes this a tripled powered rite ! ] [ Charles ton 6 27 : 8 . ] 

13203 . Bury one [ sock] undah de front doah an ' bury a sock undah de back 
doah • • •  soz [ so that ] you ' ll s tay home . [Little Rock 145 9 : 15 . ]  

13204 . They could do somp in with a dirty sock , turn it wrongside out and 
put it under the steps , make him stay home . [Vicksburg 987 : 13 . ] 

13205 . Man turns woman ' s  s tocking inside out , buries under his step , and she 
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will come to his house anytime he wants her . [Here is a double-barrel rite , 
revers ing and burial . ]  [Washington , D . C .  82 3 : 7 . ] 
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13206 . Nail right sock on new shingle and bury at your front door : "he can ' t 
leave there to save his life . "  [Mobile 8 7 8 : 12 . ] 

13207 . A woman takes a man ' s  left sock , dips  it into urine , add potash , 
soda , etc . , and sets [buries ] it on east s ide of  house . This runs the man 
away . [Jacksonville 751 : 7 . ] 

13208 . She takes his right sock, puts into it some of his right footprint , 
� sock � and buries where he will walk over it : "will keep ' em coming where 
you are . "  [Mobile 896 : 1 . ] 

1320 9 .  A woman puts needles in man ' s  sock and puts i t  under the doorstep so 
that toe points towards house - brings him back or keeps him home . [Memphis 
15 70 : 10 . ] 

13210 . Bury de socks and de shoes . • •  to keep you at a certain place . [ Jack
sonville 6 91 : 12 . ] 

13211 . Sprinkle soda at door and sprinkle ho t water over it so that it will 
s ink down into the ground . [This is done for pro tection against harm of any 
kind . Today [ 19 7 7 ] baking soda is put into refrigerators to absorb odors , 
these latter originally being caused by the devil and his imp s said popular be
l ief . In my time Red Seal Lye , a can or package bearing a red seal , has taken 
over the task of  keeping evil away . The original of the belief is under SALT -

SODA - SULPHUR list . ]  
-

SOLOMON 'S WISE STONE - MAIL ORDER HOUSE HOODOO 1 3212 . Solomon 's Wise Stone 
whut chew f ind in de othah 

cities . [You take this ] stone an ' read de 121 Psalm an ' say a prayer of earnest . 
Yo ' ain ' t earnest fo ' some things , an ' yo ' will obtain de j ob .  

(What do you do with this stone? ) 
Wear it in yore purse . Solomon 's Wise Stone . 
(Where do you get that?  Order it from some place? ) 
Yo ' order it from dis company heah in Memphis , yo ' order it from Chicago . 
(What is the name o f  that company in Memphis? ) 
[ Evidently no answer . ]  [Lit tle Rock , Ark . , ( 8 8 7 ) , 1462 : 13 . ] 
13213 . When they [ children ] have it [ a  spasm] take ever ' thin ' off  [ the 

child ] an ' take those thin ' s  an ' throw ' em right in the stove an ' burn ' em up 
an ' they won ' t  have no more [ spasms ] . Make you a wish [ surely no t for anything 
you want but for the recovery of the child ] . [ Richmond , Va . , (404 , Humpadee , a 
female root doctor) , 3 60 : 1 . ] 

13214 . Get live spider , close up until he died , make dust [ o f  him] , put in 
food or drink, live spiders in you . [This is magic of death by starvation , one 
of the torture riees , such as multilating an animal by cutting o f f  a part , boil
ing animal alive (black cat lucky bone) , etc . ] [Memphis 1552 : 8 . ] 

13215 .  To keep law away , get spider or web , put in box of black pepper 
[ probably a new box ] , set anywhere in your place [ o f  business ] .  If you can't 
get spider , use the web . [The magic here : sp ider on the watch-out , the veb 
entangles . ]  [Memphis 1552 : 7 . ] 

13216 . Get cobwebs , wrap around nail , push it [ nail ] into meat to be cooked ,  
let stay in 4 or 5 hours , take it out and cook meat . Do this 5 or 6 tt.e& , if 
you want to get rid of somebody . They get so they won ' t  like you ; if !b!f stay, 
it ' ll kill ' em .  [Memphis , ( 9 71 ) , 1571 : 6 . ] 

13217 . Put it [ sp ider ] in anybody ' s  supper to eat . If yo ' look like yo' 
coo kin ' dump lin ' s ,  yo ' kin take a spider an ' put it in dis dunrpt.irl ' - 1D any
thing like dat . Well , dat ' ll make him sick an ' he liable tub kill �f . 
[This is an expression somewhere in HOODOO : I 'm gon 'a put a spider in your 
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dump Zin ' ,  meaning here , I am going to put a spideP in yoUP head , drive you 
crazy . ] [ Brunswick 2006 : 1 . ] 

13218 . Dat ' s done dis way . Say , fo ' ninstan ' now , dat a sp irit is worry in ' 
yo ' , maybe yo ' done perhaps kill somebody maybe yeahs ago , an ' dey sp irit keep 
worryin ' yo ' .  Yo ' go to a small s tream where it ' s  a bridge an ' yo ' git a 

SPIRIT : PEGGING A SPIRIT - IF A SPIRIT WORRYING YOU 

GO TO BRIDGE CRO S S ING SMALL STREAM OF RUNNING WATER 

HAVE WITH YOU 2 FAT-LIGHTER-PINE PEGS - DRIVE ONE PEG 
DOWN AT YOUR LEFT TOE - CALL SPIRIT ' S  NAME 3 TIMES 
S PIRIT BOTHERING YOU COMES AT ONCE - YOU MAY NOT SEE 

IT - THEN WALK BACKWARDS ACROSS BRIDGE - CONFUS ING 

S IMPLE-MINDED SP IRIT WHO DOES NOT REALIZE YOU ARE 
WALKING AWAY FROM HIM - HAVING CRO S S ED BRIDGE AND 
STILL FAC ING SPIRIT - DRIVE OTHER PEG AT RIGHT TOE 

THIS IS PEGGING THE SPIRIT - S INCE A SPIRIT CANNOT 

CROS S RUNN ING WATER - YOU ARE FREED FROM IT FOREVER 

ATTENTION : OUR INFORMANT SAYS SPIRIT FOLLOWS VICTIM 
ACROSS  RUNNING WATER - PEGGED ONLY BY SECOND STAKE 
OUR DOCTOR HERE IS MAGIC LAW - HE DEFIES TRADITION 

lighter [ fat-lighter 
stick] an ' peg , an ' 
drive it down at chure 
left toe , den yo ' walk 
backwards cross dat 
stream an ' drive an
o thah peg down at chure 
right toe , an ' yo ' tie 
dat spirit betwixt dere 
cross de water an ' dey 
won ' follow yo ' no mo ' .  
(What do you mean you 
tie it across the water?) 
Well , yo ' see , when yo ' 
drive de peg down , an '  
yo ' call d e  person ' s  

name three times , den yo ' know he ' s  wit chew, dat de spirit is . Den when yo ' 
walk backwards , cross de bridge , he s till following yo ' in front , but when yo ' 
s toop down an ' drive anothah peg at chure toe , yo ' ve go t him . In o thah words ,  
dat ' s  whut chew might call dat chew bury de spirits . [As I say in margin title , 
our doctor here is a law unto himself , s ince a sp irit cannot cross  running water; 
but here doctor pegs sprit across  running water so that his client can return to 
his own side of the stream . Nice wo rk ! ] [ Brunswick , Ga . , (j ust before No . l240) , 
2105 : 2 . ] 

13219 . To ketch a spirit - I know a fellow who done it . You take and you 
gets you books [ a  writing tablet ] ,  gets you a pen and ink. 

SP IRITS GOOD AND EVIL : AT NIGHT PUT IN DARK ROOM 

EMPTY EXCEPT FOR TABLE AND CHAIR - PAPER TABLET 
PEN AND INK - EMPTY BOTTLE - UNLIGHTED LAMP - GOOD 

SPIRIT WILL WRITE ALL THAT HAS BEEN AND WILL BE 

DONE TO YOU - YOU READ IT NEXT MORNING - OR EVIL 

SPIRIT WILL UPSET ROOM AND RUN YOU OUT OF HOUSE 

(You get what? Pen and 
ink? ) 
Yes , sir , pen and ink , writ
ing tablet and get you a 
bot tle . Get you one o f  
these small center tables , 
get you a chair , and put 
them in an empty room , but 

let that room be dark . And put these things in there .  Put you a light on the 
table but don ' t light the light . Put you a lamp - you know what I mean , put your 
lamp on the table but don ' t light it . I f it ' s  a good spirit , he ' ll come in there 
and he ' ll write everything that ' s been done to you . He ' ll write everything 
that ' ll be done to you , he ' ll write that down in that book [ tablet ] . Next morn
ing you get up and you ' ll f ind that in that book [ tablet ] .  You can read it for 
yourself . That ' s  what a good spirit will do . But that evil spirit , he ' ll turn 
everything over in that room , and liable to come in your room and run you out of  
there , if there is a evil spirit there . [ Rites s imilar to  present one I have 
collected under DIAGNO SIS , pp . l65-217 , v . l .  S imilar ones are scattered through
out HOODOO . In the present rite I do no t ask purpose o f  empty bot tle . Could it 
be a linger ing vestige from an earlier day , holder for a candle? I doubt it . 
That s topperless bo ttle is to entice my sp irit passing by . For catching these 
spirits with curiosities , see TO CATCH A SPIRIT , Nos . 38-47 , v . l ,  and frequently 
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in HOODOO . ] [New Orleans , La . , ( 832) , 1244 : 4 . ] 
1322 0 .  You take a little - if you have a certain powder , ah don ' t [ know]  

what powder it is  that this company has - but anyhow if you use  [ you can use ] 
plain snuff . You know snuff that the people use ,  Jes ' take that in your hand 

SPIRITS :  TO CONTROL - USE SNUFF OR CERTAIN POWDER 
A LITTLE IN HAND IF YOU FEEL ENEMY NEAR - OR BURN 
LITTLE ON STOVE - WATCH IT - YOU BECOME EXCITED 
BLOW A LITTLE AWAY - CONTROL PERSON THAT WAY - NO ONE 
CAN HURT YOU - TO DRAW PEOPLE BLOW LITTLE FROM YOUR 
HAND - SAY SOMETHING - THOUGHTS ARE POWER - YOU MUST 
ALWAYS TALK TO SPIRITS - ASK THEM TO DO IT - FOR 
POWER TO DO ANYTHING SAY : POWDER [ OR SNUFF ] I WANT 
HATTIE SO-AND-SO TO DO SO-AND-SO - IN THE NAME OF GOD 
THE FATHER, SON AND HOLY GHOST - FOR GOD NOT DARKNESS 

GOD 'S OUR PAL 

hurt you - if you burn that snuff and [ o r ]  powder . )  

and put a little bit 
on that way , if you 
feel a enemy is near . 
You kin put a little 
bit on the s tove and 
watch it and you git 
all excited , see , an '  
you j es '  blow a little 
bit out there and con
trol people that way . 
( In other words if you 
put this powder on the 
stove , then I couldn ' t  

No , you couldn ' t  do anything to me . See , that would up set you , you would git 
nervous . 

Then , if you wanta draw people to you , j es '  put a lit tle on yore hand , blow 
your breath out there and say something , you see . But you have to always say 
somepin ' cause thought s are [powerful ? ] ,  whatever you say . 

For instance , now if you wanted me to do anything , you say . Ah wouldn ' t  do 
anything ' cause  ah wouldn ' t  know but chew go tta ask me to do such-and-such a 
thing . And thats it . Whatever you do , you go tta always talk to the sp irits 
and ask ' em to do it . 

Whenever you want the powder to do anything , you say , "Powder , I want Hattie 
so-and-so or Mary so-and-so to do so-and-so , In the Name of God the Father, Son 
and Ho Zy Ghost. " But it be ' s  for God and everything , but not by darkness . God ' s  
our pal . [Washington , D . C . , ( 62 7 ) , 802 : 2 . ] 

13221 . If  a man leaves home an ' a woman wants tuh make him come back, well -
vell , ah understan '  she could take de measure of  his whole body an ' dat she could 

SPIRIT : TO BRING MAN BACK WOMAN MEASURES LENGTH OF 
BIS BODY BEFORE HE LEAVES OR ENTICES HIM BACK - ALSO 
�S A SHORTER MEASUREMENT - TIES 9 KNOTS IN LONG 
MEASUREMENT AND TIES IT LENGTHWISE ON SPRINGS UNDER 
BIS S IDE OF BED - SHORT MEASUREMENT WITHOUT KNOTS SHE 
VEARS ABOUT WAIST - ALWAYS HAVE A SPIRIT TUH BACK YO ' 

UP • • •  SPIRIT DAT CHEW PRAY TUH 
SCRUB HOUSE WITH SWEETENED WATER 

take de measure of his
self , an ' tie nine knots 
aroun ' it . An ' den at 
de bed where he sleep , 
de side dat he sleep on , 
tie it de whole length 
of de bed . An '  den 
whatsomevah • • •  Yo ' know 
yo ' always have a spirit 
dat chew pray tub, well 

aze him tuh back yo ' up , yo ' 
If yo ' want dat man tuh come 
oat wit sweeten watah . 

see . An ' make yore wish whut chew want him tub do . 
back home , make yore wish an ' den scrub yore house 

(What do you do with that length from the head to the foot?  What do you do 
with that length , that s tring ? ) 

Yo ' measure it • • •  yo ' tie it  de full length of de bed , yo ' know, on de spring-
lat, from de haid tuh de foot . 

(You don ' t tie nine knots  in it do you? ) 
Yeah, nine knots . 
(And you t ied nine knot s  in the o ther string too? ) 
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No , yo ' t ied nine knots in dat s tring . 
(What do you do with that short string? ) 
Well , dat othah short string yo ' wear aroun ' yore wais t .  [Algiers , La . , 

(1586) , 2 6 95 : 4 . ] 
13222 . A true sign 

[ that of ] the bride or 
that someone is going to die in their family soon , either 
bridegroom : This is at a wedding . They ' re leaving home 

� 
SPIRIT AND HORSES AT A WEDDING , 1896 

to get the train , go ing away on a honey
moon . And the horses prance and keep 
prancing forwards then back . I knew it 

to happen in my home . A young man home from New York , he married a girl at my 
home near Elizabeth City [N . C . ] ,  and when they were leaving the church , when 
the mo ther came on out , she was the las t , something sound like a tray of glasses 
smashed down in the church . She looked back and didn ' t see anything , and came 
on out and said , "My , my , what a terrible crash . My , I didn ' t know there were 
any glasses in the church . "  She said to one of her servants , "Sarah , what ' s  
that mean?" Sarah said , "That ' s  the s ign o f  death , Miss Jane . "  And she said , 
"Now you watch it . Someone is going out of  the family soon . "  It proved to be 
true . So  when they drove off , they had a hard time to get the horses to go . 
They kept tramping and backing to and fro , to and fro . They j ust  kep t that 
going for about ten or fifteen minutes . When they did go they went all in a 
rush . In three weeks t ime this young woman was called to come back home and 
visit her mother . Her mo ther was s ick for one month and then passed away . She 
stayed a week and went on back home . In no time there was a telegram the daugh
ter was gone . She only lived to be  a married woman about one year . That was 
about forty years ago [ 1896 ] in a family I knew well . [This belief o f  course 
is not hoodoo but it happens to be  spirit lore upon which hoodoo is built . ]  
[ Informant No . 6  in New York C ity by Ediphone , she coming from near Elizabeth 
City , N .  Car . ] 

1322 3 .  You burn sulphur and nail horseshoe over door to keep ghost  [ and 
spirits ] away . [ S t .  Petersburg 1635 : 2 . ] 

13224 . Ah ' ve heard o f  ' em  taking sugar 
de spit from mah mouth , an ' take sugah an ' 

an ' de sp it from dere mouth , j es '  lak 
mix it into a biscuit with but tah , an ' 

SPIT MIXED WITH SUGAR - IN ARMPIT - FEED FOR LOVE 
put it undah yore arm an ' 
wear it undah dere . At meal
t ime an ' give it to a man , 

an ' dat man will always love yo ' .  He ' ll give yo ' every penny he kin make , but 
chew gotta keep it  up . [ Sumter , S . Car . , (1384) , 2462 : 5 . ] 

13225 . Lak ah wus yore cook an ' ah wanted tuh gain influence wit chew some 
way , ah would f ix yore coffee or yore tea , or yore ice cream an ' sp it in it . 

SPIT INTO FOOD OR DRINK 9 TIMES - CONTROLS VICTIM 
Yo '  gotta do dat nine times . 
Yo ' go ahead , yo ' done drink 
it . Yo ' don ' t know whut 

ah ' m  doin '  an ' when yo ' do , dat ' ll give me de influence o f  yo ' .  [Waycross , Ga . , 
( 1144) , 1868 : 5 . ] 

13226 .  I heard a woman say • • •  ever ' time she go by a lady ' s  yard , say she j is '  
spit right in de path ever ' mawnin ' . Said she know she ' d  leave dere . Not j is '  
walk by [ back] an ' forth by her place , but ever ' time she had bus iness by dere . 
[ Richmond 318 : 14 . ] 

1322 7 .  Spit into cut 3 times for 9 mornings before pouring in coffee , he 
won ' t leave . [Memphis 1515 : 6 . ] 

1322 8 .  If yo ' wanta keep yore wife wit yo ' always - j es '  lak if yo ' got a 
wife yo ' know an ' yo ' can ' t keep her home an ' she love tuh go all de time . Jes ' 
take a brass spoon an ' dip it into yore sugah dish an ' sweeten her coffee . Yo ' 
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SPOON OF BRASS - MAN USES TO PUT SUGAR 
INTO WOMAN ' S  COFFEE TO KEEP HER HOME 

put it in dere yo ' self an ' let her take 
it herself an '  stir it . An ' yo ' evah 
will have a wife tuh stay at home . Let 
it s tay in dere a few minutes ' fore yo ' 

call her . Yo ' understan '  me , an ' yo ' ll evah have a wife tuh stay at home - wit 
dat brass spoon . [ Sumter , S .  Car . , ( 1355 ) , 2 3 75 : 5 . ] 

1322 9 .  A man kin g o  tuh work j es '  l ike yo ' workin ' 
dat man house where yo ' handle roun ' an ' drive a spear 

fo ' a man . He kin go tuh 
down fo ' yo ' sharp -
sharpen at both ends an ' 
drive it down , it ' s  not -
it ' s  sorta flat yo ' see . 
See , den yo ' sit dere an ' 

STAKE - DRIVE INTO GROUND LEVEL WITH SURFACE AT 
MAN ' S HOUSE - SHARPEN UPPER PART - COVER - HE LEAVES 

dig a hole round it 
cover it ovah where 
go t ta go . Yo ' ll be 
pins . 

enough tuh take his knife an ' whittle it up sharp . Den 
yo ' can ' t f ind nuthin . An '  yo ' ain ' t  goin ' stay dere , yo ' ve 
on p ins all de t ime . Dat ' s  whut chew call settin ' 'em on 

(You put this piece o f  woo d  down in the ground around his house? ) 
Yes sir , sharpen it tuh de  end an ' sharpen it tuh de top but chew drive it 

down befo ' yo ' sharpen it . Den yo ' take yore knife an ' sharpen de top part . 
Den cover it up . [Waycross , Ga . , (1171) , 1 9 7 6 : 11 . ] 

STAVE - DRIVE IN DOWN IN CENTER OF HOUSE OR GARDEN 
THIS IS A QUINCUNX RITE - CENTER OF PARALLELOGRAM 
MAKE WISH NO ONE CAN LIVE OR BE SUCCESSFUL THERE 

13230 . Take a stave an ' 
nail it down dere , j es '  
nail it down an ' make a 
wish . Wish nobody could 
nevah live dere again , an ' 

nobody can ' t  l ive dere again, an '  nobody can ' t  l ive dere in peace . If  dey move 
in dat house dey ' ll move out , dey j es '  can ' t l ive in dere . 

(Where do you put that s tave? ) 
Jes ' kinda in de middle o f  de lot-l ike . [Here is the center of a square or 

parallelogram, a quincunx rite . ] If  de lot got a garden or  anything yo ' know , 
j es '  s tomp it down , an ' say , "Ah wish dat nobody would nevah live an ' have suc
cess heah any mo ' ." [Waycro s s , Ga . , ( 1 093) , 1 7 6 0 : 8 . ] 

1 3231 . You can get that party to leave you and there is no one will touch 
you . Like if you go to the druggis t and ask for some stay �y powder . It ' s  a 

STAY AWAY POWDER FROM HOODOO STORE KEEPS PEOPLE AWAY 

powder they sell down 
there and they call it 
stay � powder, l ike 

if you don ' t even want any visitors at your home , you sprinkle a little bit o f  
i t  around your window and around your door . Take a little bit o f  it in your 
hand and blow it on your doorknob , j es '  blow on your doorknob and , if any one 
know you and want to see you , they won ' t come there . [New Orleans , La . , ( 8 09) , 

TO SEPARATE MAN AND WOMAN - NEW BOXES OF SALT 
lED PEPPER - EPSOM SALT - SPOOL OF BLACK THREAD 
A RAW 7 STEAK (NO . 7 STEAK = T-BONE STEAK ] - PUT 
tHESE IN MAN ' S SOILED SOCK [LEFT? ] AND TIE WITH: 
A PIECE OF THE NEW BLACK THREAD AND BURY IN YARD 

1137 : 5 . ] 
13232 . All right , ah ' m  gonna 
tell yo ' .  Yo ' take de sock,  
de dirty sock. Yo ' take de 
seven steak. 
Yo ' git a little seven steak 
wit a number seven on it . [A 

.even steak or 7 steak is a T-hone s teak , its bone shaped something l ike a 7 ! ] 
[ I t  took me some time to identify the steak ! ] 
(Where do you get that? )  
[ I  mus t  have thought this was a stake with No . 7  

doo shop ! ]  
on it , something from a hoo-
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At de market . Yo ' git de raw meat . Git a box of  salt an ' a box of  Epsom 
salts , red peppah . Git a spool of  black thread . [ Don ' t  forget ] cookin ' salt , 
cayenne peppah . 

[ Informant does no t complete this holding two-persons-together rite . These 
articles are put in man ' s  soiled so ck and tied with a p iece of  the new black 
thread . We now come to the s eparating-two-persons rite . ] 

Yo ' wanta break this person 's footsteps [ that is , separate two persons but 
us ing their foo t s teps ] or break ' em up with that p erson an ' - yo ' write their 
names nine times across  [you write his name down 9 t imes and then cross  them 
with her names 9 times ] an ' yo ' put it . An '  then you ' ll bury it  in yore yard , 
yo ' see . 

(That heals them up . )  [New Orleans , La . , (1570) , 3884 : 2 . ] 
13233 . They take a shoe - the bottom [ insole ] out of  your shoe - and they 

can put some s tee Z dust in there , you see . SteeZ dust ! And you walk on it , 
you see . Well , that stee Z dust in there , you see , that ' s  to swell your foot 

STEEL DUST : AS ORDINARY DUST UNDER INSOLES OF SHOES 
MAY NOT SWELL UP FEET - CRIPPLE YOU - BUT STEEL DUST 
MAGIC POWDER - WITH EVIL INTENT - COULD FOR BELIEVER 

up . You see . 
(You put this in the 
bottom of the shoe , you 
say? ) 

the sole of 
get that . 

Right in the bottom of  
your shoe , you see , and you walks on it , you understand , when you 

( I f  they put that steeZ dust in your shoe , then you would see that? ) 
No , some of ' em could put it - you see that p iece what goes in the bottom 

o f  the shoe , that leather rag , they puts it under the leather [ insole ] .  See . 
( I  see . )  [New Orleans , La . , (823) , 1190 : 4 . ] 
13234 . Well , of  course , if they got you in j ail , 

somebody [ usually a hoodoo doc tor ] on the outs ide to 
o f  course , you done have 
handle that for you . Now ,  

you get you some sugar 
and you get you some STEEL DUST COMBINED WITH : LODESTONE - SUGAR - CINNAMON 

USED BY PRISONER ' S  HOODOO DOCTOR - DROPPED 9 TIMES 
WHEN PRISONER ENTERS UNTIL HE REACHES JUDGE ' S  BENCH 

cinnamon , you get some 
stee Z dust and lode-
stone . You beat that 

all in a powder ,  you see . Now , when you beat that in a powder - now they got 
you before the j udge , you have somebody come in the door , and when they [ pris
oner ] come in the door , in the j udge ' s  door - while he be coming in , he [your 
doctor ] be dropping it and he be counting nine times , long as it take you -
until you get clean up to the stand . See . Jus t drop a little of  it on the 
floor the ninth time .  I bet you walk out o f  that place . 

(But somebody else has go t to do that for you? ) 
Yeah , somebody got to do that for you , you s ee , because they already go t you 

in there . 
( I  see . )  [New Orleans , La . , (823) , 11 91 : 8 . ] 
13235 . Well , now, yo ' ll go an ' get a good gol ' ring , you know a nice quality 

of  ring an ' j es '  rub that  eye down like that [ demonstrates ] 9 mornings , 9 times , 
an' the tenth mornin ' 

STY : RUB GOLD RING DOWN - 9 TIMES DAILY ..,. 9 MORNINGS it ' ll be gone . Each 
mornin ' 9 t imes , j es ' 

like that [ demonstrates ] .  An '  make a wish , say , " Sty , go away . " [Richmond , 
Va . , (404 , Humpadee , female root  doctor) , 360 : 2 . ] 

13236 . That is only used in a drink. Now if you know a person is an ex
cessive drunkard , you know that you can always give them in something to drink 
mostly using wine , or where eggnogs or cocktails are concerned . You get a 
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lit tle bag , a little new bag - l inen or domestic white cloth , cotton . You put 
three tablespoons of sugar in this little bag and sew it up . You have seen a 
sachet bag . You make a sachet bag out of  that and wear it under the arms , where 

SUGAR : 3 TABLESPOONSFUL - SEW UP IN A LITTLE WHITE 
DOMESTIC BAG - THIS WEAR IN YOUR LEFT ARMPIT 9 DAYS 
THEM EMPTY INTO SUGAR DISH WHERE VICTIM WILL EAT OR 
DRINK IT - BUT BE SURE THAT CHEW DON 'T DRINK IT 
AT OUR SECOND INTERVIEW AFTER A FEW DAYS - 2 BAGS ARE 
MADE - ONE UNDER EACH ARM - CAN BE WORN OTHER PLACES 
AH TELL YOU IT • • •  DOES HAVE A STRANGE EFFECT ON PEOPLE 

you know nearly everyone 
will perspire under de 
arms .  
(Which arm do you wear 
it under? ) 
Under the left . You 
wear that for nine days 
and then you take this 
and add it to the per

son - well , even if they drink coffee , you mix that in the coffee . But be sure 
that chew don ' t drink it , you see . [ In hoodoo is is always dangerous to sample 
any of your own work ! ] But you ' ll put that in the sugar dish after you wear it , 
but if no t ,  if they drink , you put it in their drink . That is the way that is 
done . [ Despite this reference this rite continues as follows : Mobile , Ala . , 
( 650) , 866 : 3 . ] 

[The preceding account comes from a Mrs . Brady , a woman with great experience 
in the world I wanted to meet , she having sold curios , given advice to women in 
trouble , told fortunes , made hands , etc . In fact she became one of  my helpers . 
Unfortunately my f irst day recordings were so bad I had everyone back for another 
session . Here is what she said the secone t ime - subs tant ially the same , but of  
greater interest . ]  

Git chew a piece o f  new domestic , any kind o f  new white cloth,  and you make 
these little bags [ as I said , she made hands ] .  You ' ve seen little sachet bags . 
Put about three tablespoons of  sugar in each one and sew it up , and then you 
pin it under the pits of the arms . 

(Both arms ? )  
Sure . 
(One under each arm . ) 
There are other people wear ' em o ther places but it ' s  no t so nice . They do 

that . But ah tell you it really does have a strange effect on p eople . Ah ' ve 
seen things carried out like that - it really does . And then after they have 
worn that nine days , then it will absolutely do the work. 

(Then what do they do with that? ) 
You put it in the coffee or in wine , anything that you have to use anything 

sweet in . 
(And what will that do - hold them? ) 
It will hold them, influence them towards you . [Mobile , Ala . , (65 0 ,  Mrs . 

Brady repeating) , 964 : 5 . ] 
13237 . Wimmin use dat to trick men with . 
(With sugar? How do they do that? ) 
Jes ' p lace a piece o f  papah on de floor and dey go to de store an ' buy a 

pound of sugar . They ' ll take that and they ' ll pull off de bloomer , you know, 
an ' j es '  rub that sugar in de middle of i� , 

SUGAR PREPARED FOR SPECIAL MAN an ' put it right back in de [ sugar] dish on 
de table , an ' anybody eat dat will love ' em  

an '  become dey friend . But perhaps dere b e  around a crowd o f  people and de 
one man yo ' wanta ketch , dey might be fulla supers titions [be suspicious ] .  
Well , you f ix dat , anywhere yo ' go t dat , fer dat same man an '  yo '  choose de 
one yo ' want . He sweeten with dat sugar , yo ' know . [Charleston, S. Car . ,  
(518 , Doctor Nelson , see pp . 2 260-2216) , 611 : 3 . ] 
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13238 . In the morning when you get up to go to your landlord , the fellah 
that owns the property { you rent ] ,  you take and put sugar and { in ]  a brown 

SUGAR - IN BROWN WRAPPING PAPER FOR BLACl< MAN 
FOLD TO YOU 9 TIMES - WEAR IN BOTTOM OF RIGHT SHOE 
GO TO LANDLORD - ASK A FAVOR - HE CANNOT REFUSE 

piece of paper , wrapping 
paper . And fold it to 
you 9 times and put it 
in the bottom of your 
right shoe . And any 

favor that you ' d  ask him to do for you , he would do it . He can ' t turn you 
down whether he ' s  out [ of ] money or not . [New Orleans , La . , ( 84 2 ) , 1 2 7 6 : 2 . ] 

13239 . You go to a j ob ,  you have never been dere an ' yo ' look , yo ' don ' t  
know de man when yo ' walk in dere . Yo ' have a little sugah in your pocket . 

BROWN SUGAR SPRINKLE AT FEET OF BOSS FOR JOB 
IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER1 SON AND HOLY GHOST 

Let it b e  brown sugah [ if you 
are a black man ] . An ' ast ' em ,  
if somebody [ s tanding about ] , 
whoevah recommend to you [ t ell 

you ] , who is he [ the boss ] - de one dis [ dat ] de boss . An ' sprinkle dat sugah 
[ on the ground near the boss ] , say ,  De Name of de Father� de Son an ' Holy 
Ghost ,  I guar ' tee you git j ob .  [New Orleans , La . , ( 790) , 1102 : 3 . ] 

1324 0 .  Take a little 
SUGAR AND COFFEE TIE IN HANDKERCHIEF - OR BREAD - IT ' S  
POWER - IT ' S  LUCK - SUGAR IS DRAWING - SPIRIT LIKES THEM 

bit of  sugar and a 
little bit o f  coffee 

handkerchief - or bread , either 
ins ide of your handkerchief and 

(That ' s  for good luck? ) 

and t ie it  up in your 
one , it ' s  very good .  I t ' s  luck , if you put it 
carry it around on you . It ' s  very good . 

Sugar is drawing you know - they all is drawing you see , because the sp irits 
likes those things . [Washington , D . C . , ( 6 2 7 ) , 805 : 6 . ] 

13241 . Sugar and cinnamon and mix it up well together and put it in your 
pocket . Jes ' like I ' d  come in here and I ' d  wanta see you , I ' d  come in and I ' d 

SUGAR AND CINNAMON SPRINKLE NEAR BOS S  FOR JOB 
have my hand in my po cket , and 
as I ' d  enter the door , I ' d  j es '  
get a little in my hand and 

sprinkle it about . And I ask you for a j ob . Well , you ' d be more than apt to 
give it to me . [New Orleans , La . , ( 883) , 1454 : 7 . ] 

13242 . Ah said , if yo ' an ' yore husban ' or yo ' an ' yore girl fren ' is in a 
argument or  sompin lak dat , an ' yo ' don ' ca ' tuh argue , g it chew about fo ' tea

SUGAR 1 TEASPOON - SULPHUR 4 - MIX 
SPRINKLE ON FLOOR TO STOP ARGUMENTS 

spoonfulla sulphur an ' a teaspoonful of 
sugar an ' put it in a rag . See , mix it 
up good an ' sprinkle a little bit ovah 
de flo ' an ' de arguments gone - it won ' t  

be no mo ' arguments . [ Sulphur kills evil , sugar is fo ' peace . ] [Memphis , 

SUGAR - SPICE - WOOD ASHES - WHERE HE SLEEPS - STAYS 
Tenn . , ( 930) , 1512 : 3 . ] 
13243 . Well , whut she 
do to make him stay ,  she 

take a teaspoonful o f  wood ashes an ' a teaspoonful 
of sugar , an ' put it in de bed whbre he s leep s  at . 
stay there . [Waycross , Ga . , (1117) , 1 7 94 : 9 . ] 

of  spice , an ' a teaspoonful 
If  he sleep on it he ' ll 

13244 . Get a pound of white granulated sugar and j ust take it and sprinkle 
�t all out � the front , and j ust sprinkle it all around inside , and that will 
saeeten [his ] disposition when he walks in . [New Orleans 1130 : 4 . ] 

13245 . Yo ' kin take sugah an ' put it in de FO ' CORNERS OF YORE HOUSE. 
Dat• n  � de .!!!!!!. at � too . [Memphis 2 715 : 5 . ] 

13246. Sweetens a person up . I f  a person keep a lit tle sugar around them, 
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why it sweeten you up . Everybody most like you . [Washington , D . C .  805 : 7 . ] 
1324 7 . Sprinkle sugar • • •  will bring peace and happiness to your home . 

[Mobile 909 : 3 . ] 
13248 . She [ hoodoo - roo tworker - fortuneteller ] told me whenever ah take 

a bath , take two tablespoonsful of sugar into my bathwater and don ' t dry mah
self . Let it dry into me . That give you luck and a good trade . [Mobile 
94 7 : 3 . ] 

1324 9 .  I f  yo ' an ' yore wife ' s  together , an ' yo ' git 
yo ' know sometimes somebody do try tuh doublecross yo ' . 

SULPHUR: BURN ON STOVE - 2 O ' CLOCK AFTERNOON OR NIGHT 
AND WIFE WILL RETURN WITHIN 5 HOURS - RITE SHOWS 
THAT DURING MY VISIT AT ST . PETERSBURG , FLA . , IN 1939  
I INTERVIEWED ON 22ND STREET - · NOT IN A MEMPHISTOWN 
AS I HAD THOUGHT OR ACTUALLY IN METHODIST TOWN AS I 
WAS TOLD ON MY COLLECTING TRIP IN 1 9 7 0  - BUT 6 OR 7 
BLOCKS AWAY AS A SORT OF SUBURB OF METHODIST TOWN 
AND NEAR NEIGHBOR OF PEPPERTOWN - WE WERE JUST A 
CROSSROAD SHOPPING CENTER - SEE ILLUSTRATION VOLUME 3 

on bad terms between -
Well , ah tell yo ' whut 

yo ' kin do . It ' s  a 
little s imple thing 
dat yo ' git from de 
drug s tore . Jes ' lak 
yo ' has a wood s t ove 
fo ' cooking , all 
right , two clock in 
afternoon or two any 
time , j es '  so it ' s  two 
clock - two clock in 
de morning or two 

clock in de afternoon - yo ' kin take - aw j es '  about a tablespoonful of  sul
phur , an ' whilst  yo ' go t a f ire in yore s tove , yo ' kin take a tablespoonful of  
dat  sulphur or anythin ' an ' put  in yore stove , but yo ' j es '  gonna put  it on 
top . An ' j es '  lak she ' s here in town , j es '  lak now, say dis  is 22nd [ S treet ] .  
All right , ovah in Methodist Town , which yo ' might say called tuh be about 6 or 
7 blocks from heah , an ' whilst yo ' be burnin ' dat sulphur , in de next 5 hours 
she ' ll come back home . Dis [place where we are talking ] is 2 2nd Street [ 6  or 
7 blocks from [ Methodist Town . All dat ' s  colored section . Wal [well ] dis heah 
[ place where we are talking ] dey call 2 2nd S treet , a suburb [ o f  METHODIST TOWN ] . 
[ St .  Petersburg , Fla . , ( 980) , 1589 : 10 . ] 

1325 0 .  I stayed at a place up north . Every morning when I kindled de f ire 
! gen ' a ' ly made de  f ire - they had a package of sulphur there on that s tove . 
When it was ho t ,  they would sprinkle de sulphur on it , to fumigate de house 

EVERY MORNING BURN SULPHUR ON STOVE TO KEEP EVIL 
SPIRITS OUT OF HOUSE - YOU KNOW YOURSELF • • •  THERE ARE 
MORE EVIL SPIRITS THAN • • •  GOOD ONES • • •  VISIBLE ONES • • •  

WE WANT TO GET RID OF - WHEN YOU ARE HUNTING FOR 
BURIED TREASURE - MAKE A CIRCLE ROUND IT - SPRINKLE 
SULPHUR ON CIRCULAR LINE - NO SPIRIT CAN ENTER RING 

with sulphur . They said 
that kep t off the evil 
spirits and give it luck. 
(Every morning? )  
E'V'ery morning they ' 4 -�
urate dat s tove ,  wbeD 1� 
got hot ,  you know, so 
that sulphur would burn, 

they would sprinkle some o f  that sulphur on the stove . Said that kept off  the 
evil spirits and give them luck. Druv [ drove ] the evil spirits out of  the 
house , which , you know yourself , that there are more evil sp irits than there 
are good ones . We are told by the Bible that many ' s  the soul to walks this 
earth , visible or invisible . What they meant vis ible ones is the ones that 
we want to get rid of , don ' t want to be bothered with ' em .  

Well , now, we ' ll g o  back t o  d e  sulphur question . When you g o  to dig money , 
you make a circle around , all de way around de p lace yo ' goin ' to dig . Now a 
fellah tole me this to be a fact . Ah never seen it . An ' sprinkle sulphur all 
around it [ circle ] , an ' yo ' dig inside de ring of sulphur . When de evil spirit 
comes up there , he can ' t  get inside that ring over that sulphur . [Elizabeth 
City ,  N .  Car . , ( 441) , 412 : 5 . ] 
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13251 . Well , ah heard dat chew burn sulphur in yore house dat wus luck tuh 
yore enemies and den it wus bad luck tuh yore neighbors , because it ' s  ' cordin ' 

LUCK TO FRIENDS - BURN SULPHUR 12 MIDNIGHT 
BURN IT 4 IN MORNING - BAD LUCK TO ENEMIES 

tuh de way yo ' burn dat . Yo ' burn 
dat sulphur certain hours in de 
night fo ' luck fo ' yo ' friends , 
an ' den yo ' burn it certain hours 

fo ' luck fo ' yo ' enemies .  Dat means dat yo ' enemies whut chew burn fo ' dem 
will cause dem tuh be in hard luck . An ' whut chew burn fo ' yore friends dat ' ll 
be good luck, but it be certain hours of de night - from 12 to 4 in de mawnin ' .  
Yo ' burn sulphur in de night about 12 a ' clock . When yo ' burn dat sulphur why 
yo ' burn dat sulphur fo ' yo ' friend providin ' if her enemy tryin ' tuh harm her 
an ' tuh keep her enemy from harmin ' ' er .  Well ,  4 ' clock in de mawnin ' yo ' burn 
de sulphur fo ' de enemies . S ee .  [ Brunswick, Ga . , (1214) , 2061 : 4 . ] 

13252 . Ah ' ve heard o f  dem us ing sulphur . Dey kin burn sulphur in a house 
fo ' good luck . An ' den , if dey uses de bluestone long wit de sulphur , an ' take 

SULPHUR AND BLUESTONE NIGHT BURN AT DOOR - BAD LUCK 
it to people ' s  house ,  dey 
take it an ' burn it in 
front of dey doorstep at 

night . 
700 : 6 . ] 

Dat will bring dem all kind o f  bad luck. [Jacksonvill e ,  Fla . , ( 562) , 

1325 3 .  De way ah heard i t  wu z  done , 
front do ' an ' at de back do ' an ' make a 

dey take an ' go round dat house at de 
straight mahk [a shallow trench with 

SMALL TRENCH MADE IN GROUND BY STICK IN FRONT OF AND 
PARALLEL TO FRONT AND BACK DOORS - SCATTER A LITTLE 
SULPHUR AND GUNPOWDER IN EACH TRENCH - LIGHT - AFTER 
THEY BLOW OUT - PERSONS WITHIN BLOW AWAY IN 3 DAYS 

stick] . 
(All around the outs ide 
of  the house? ) 
Yessuh , right down dere 
by de edge of de do ' step 
de way dey have tuh come 

in an ' out . An '  yo ' take dat when yo ' make dat mahk down dere , yo ' put s sul
phur an ' gunpowder in dat mahk an ' when dey do dat yo ' take den an ' yo ' s t ick 
f iah in next tuh de do ' step , an ' when yo ' do dat , why it blows out - blows it 
out , an ' ah heard dat in three days aftah yo ' do dat it will blow ' em cleah 
dat will blow ' em cleah intuh de distance . Dey won ' t have no mind tuh stay 
dere . 

(It  runs them out o f  that house .  
o f  each door? ) 

Yessuh .  
(Like a trench? ) 
Yessuh , j es '  a lil ' trench . 

You mean you make a straight mark in front 

(You dig a lit tle trench for that s tuff and then light it and let it go 
[ blow]  on out? ) 

Yes . [ Fayetteville , N .  Car . ,  ( 1412) , 25 37 : 2 . ] 
13254 . You kin take gunpowder and sulphur , and if you kin get close enough 

to dem when dey go to sleep or lay down - yo ' know where de ' goin ' to lay down 

GUNPOWDER AND SULPHUR IN MATTRESS - INTO BONES 
OF PERSON SLEEPING ON - WON ' T  LIVE 6 MONTHS 

over it . And dat thing get in dere bones , see , 
[ Charleston , S .  Car . , (506) , 556 : 10 . ] 

take and dust it . See , j is '  
like d e  she tt up , and dust de 
mat tress and put it back where 
de ' sleep - goin ' lay down 

and dey won ' t  live 6 months . 

13255 . You take sulphur , they tell me and mix 
rub with i t .  You kin move it [poison or cunjure ] 
cream it together and rub with it . They say that 

it together in pure lard and 
away . Sulphur and pure lard , 
choo kin get it out choo by 
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FOR POISON OR CUNJURE OUTSIDE - MIX SULPHUR AND LARD 
RUB WITH - IF INS IDE - DRINK SULPHUR AND BROWN SUGAR 

take it [ inwardly ] .  Well , that purges you , you know, 
out . [ Richmond , Va . , ( 348) , 3 9 0 : 3 . ] 

that . And [ in addition ]  
you take s o  much sulphur , 
don ' choo understand , 
with brown sugar .  You 

and git all dat bad stuff 

13256 . Ah heard dat too . Lak if  yo ' a big bootleggah an ' dere ' s  several 
people dat chew want tuh come tuh yore house , an ' yo ' wanta keep de law away 

YOU ARE A BIG BOOTLEGGER - WANT TO KEEP THE LAW AWAY 
FIRST THING IN MORNING - BURN SULPHUR AND OLD SHOES 
THAT NIGHT AT 11 O ' CLOCK GET OUT OF BED - PUT BURNT 
SULPHUR AND SHOE ASHES IN A TUB OF WATER - TAKE A 
BATH - S IT THERE [AT TUB? ] UNTIL 12 OR 1 - BURN MORE 
SULPHUR AND SHOES - PUT IN BATHWATER - RETURN TO BED 
BUT JUST AT SUNRISE "DASH" WATER TOWARDS RISING SUN 
RITE WARMS LAW ' S FEET TO GO - CUSTOMERS ' FEET TO COME 

from yore house or 
somepin lak dat . Yo ' 
take [ and ] burn dis 
sulphur an ' ole shoes 
dat will s t ink, an ' 
whilst yo ' take an ' 
burn dat sulphur an ' 
dem shoes - g it up 
firs t thin ' in de 
mawnin ' - take an ' 

burn dis sulphur an ' dem shoes an ' af tah yo ' humin ' dis stuf f , yo ' git up an ' 
take a bath round about ' leven a ' clock [ at night ] .  ' Fore yo ' take a bath , yo ' 
take dis s tuff an ' put it in de watah dat chew take a bath in . Yo ' take dis 
stuff an ' put it in yore watah an ' yo ' set dere [ unt il ] ah reckon round twelve 
or one ' clock at night . Well , yo ' g it up an ' yo ' burn dis s tuff ag ' in - dis 
sulphur an ' dis ole shoes an ' sprinkle sulphur lak dat . Yo ' git up an ' den yo ' 
put dis back in de same watah where de sulphur is . When yo ' git up j es '  about 
sunrise , j es ' as de sun in peep in ' up above de trees , an ' yo ' take dis tub of 
watah an ' yo ' go an ' po ' it out on de opposite o f  de sun - opposite where de 
sun rises , but de same s ide where de sun rise on . Yo ' take dis watah j es '  ' bout 
sunrise , dis tub of watah , an ' yo ' take an ' dash it out on de opposite side of  
de sunrise . An ' dis watah will j es '  run right on down - dat drive ' em ' way lak 
dat . 

(You do this early in the morning? ) 
Yessuh ,  early in de mawnin ' j es '  about sunrise . 
(Do you pour this water out on the side where the sun is rising up or where 

the sun sets down? ) 
Where de sun r ise - de same side de sun r ise on , de same s ide yo ' po ' dis 

watah out . 
(That brings in trade . )  
1325 7 .  All yo ' have tuh 

Yo ' ketch his [ po liceman ' s ]  

[ Fayetteville , N .  Car . ,  ( 1413) , 2542 : 3 . ] 
do is tuh git chew some sulphur an burn an ' all . 
eyes whensomevah he come in an ' look after him. an '  

IF BOOTLEGGING - BURN SULPHUR - SPRINKLE O N  FLOOR FOR 
POLICEMAN TO WALK OVER - AND CATCH AND HOLD HIS EYE 
AND HE WILL NEVER RETURN - OR IN MORNINGS BEFORE YOU 
OPEN BOTH DOORS THROW WHISKEY ON THEM FOR CUSTOMERS 

let him walk across it . 
see . 
(This burnt sulphur?) 
Yes sir , burnt sulphur . 
an ' when he c011e in yo ' 
be lookin ' after ' t.. 

Try tuh ketch his eyes . An '  he nevah come tuh yore house no mo ' . 
Or yo ' could j es '  take some - if yo ' sell in '  whiskey , each mawnin' befo ' yo ' 

open yore do ' ,  befo ' anyone come in , yo ' j es '  take j es '  a certain a.ount of it 
[whiskey ] an ' j es ' throw it ovah yore do ' ,  both doors , as de custa.ers comes in 
an ' out , see . An ' then yo ' be  f ixed - de law will nevah bother yo' .  

(You mean you throw the sal t and sulphur over the door? ) 
No , yo ' kin take some of  yore whiskey . 
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(Oh , the whiskey . That ' s  to keep the law away , too . ) 
See , when yo ' burn dis sulphur , den yo ' throw de whiskey ovah de head - yo ' 

know whut ah mean , j es '  throw some ovah de head o f  de do ' up there an ' dey 
won ' t nevah bother yo ' .  [ Brunswick, Ga . , (1198) , 2015 : 10 . ] 

1325 8 .  I f  they run me out , then I will f ix that house s o  no one kin live 
in there . 

( I  see . How is that done? ) 
Well , when I move out , you understand , I would sweep up all my trash . I 

don ' t wanta leave none o f  my dirt . I ' d  take up all my rugs and carpets and 

SULPHUR - RED PEPPER - OIL OF CINNAMON - IN 4 CORNERS 
OF ROOM - BURN WITH CURSE - WINDOWS AND DOORS CLOSED 
DO THIS AFTER YOU HAVE SWEPT UP AND ARE READY TO MOVE 
AFTER HOUSE CURSED - MOVING IN MEANS DEATH IN FAMILY 

things , and I ' d  sweep 
the floors . I will get 
sulphur , you understand -
I will get sulphur . I 
will get de o il of  cin
namon . Yo ' know what de 

o il o f  cinnamon is . I will get cayenne pepper and I will put it in de four cor
ners of dat room, and I will l ight it and I will fasten de windows down and de 
doors down and let it burn - with a curse . No one never will move in there . As 
they move in , they move out . And if they do move in there - there wouldn ' t  a 
soul move in there what wouldn ' t have death in the family . [ In former days the 
cursing of a house like this was a serious bus iness and most people moving in 
would have had it uncursed by a doator . ]  [Richmond , Va . , (431) , 387 : 1 . ] 

SULPHUR - RED PEPPER - RED ONION CAN BE GOOFER DUST 
1325 9 .  (What is goofer 
dust ? )  
Well , whut dey call goofer 

dust is - dey takes sulphur , red pepper an ' a red onion an ' sew it up in a red 
p iece of flannel an ' dat ' s  whut chew call goofer dust.  [Normally of course this 
is a hand. ] 

(What do you do with that then? ) 
Take it an ' wear it in yore pocket , j es '  wear it all de t ime in yore pocket . 
(What is it supposed to do for you? ) 
Well , it ' ll make yo ' lucky an ' successful . [This o f  course is no t normal 

goofer dust ,  a dus t ;  but if it is for informant , it is . ]  [Waycro ss , Ga . ,  
(1095) , 1765 : 12 . ] 

13260 . Yo ' take red 
all be new. Take table 

peppah , cayenne peppah , hot ,  an ' table salt . Let it 
salt j es '  new an ' dis sulphur brand-new , nevah been 

SULPHUR - RED PEPPER - SALT - ALL NEW - KEEP LAW AWAY 
OR FOR UNWELCOME GUEST - THROW MIXTURE BEHIND HER 
CHAIR - WHEN SHE LEAVES - THROW WAY SHE LEAVES AND 
CUSS - IF SHE DOES RETURN - DO SAME THING AND SWEEP 

opened befo ' yo ' know. 
Well , yo ' take it an ' 
mix it up , an ' yo ' j es '  
throw it all round yore 
house , an ' dat ' s  good 
tuh keep de law from 

comin ' in annoyin ' yo ' .  An '  den if a person is comin ' tuh yore house an ' yo '  
don ' t want dem tuh go dere , yo ' kin j es '  throw dat out behin ' dem in de chair 
where dey s it at in de room . Den when dey git ready tuh git up an ' go out , den 
yo ' kin take it an ' go on out an ' j es '  throw it de way dey went , an ' cuss ' em ,  
an ' dey ' ll not come back any mo ' .  Dey won ' t  come back any mo ' .  If  dey do ' , 
dey ' ll come right in an ' dey cain ' t stay dere no time . Yo ' go tta git out an ' 
sweep behin ' dem . [Fayetteville , N .  Car . , (1452 ) , 263 9 . ] 

13261 . Carry it there and mix it up together and burn it , sulphur and gun
powder , and make enemies in the home j is '  like you and your wife , somebody want 
to git between you , they say they kin carry it there and burn it and git be
tween you . [Wilmington , N. Car . , ( 249) , 245 : 6+85 . ] 
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13262 . (How can you get those live things out of a person? ) 

4459 

Now yo ' kin take j es '  lak ah tole yo ' ' bout somepin j es '  now . Yo ' kin take 
sulphur , three dips , an ' let ' em  drink it [ in water or a liquid ] an ' dat ' ll 
bring ' em up . 

(Bring tho se l ive things out? ) 
Dat ' s  right . [ Florence 2293 : 1 . ] 
132 6 3 . If  yo ' wanted tuh bring in customers , at six a ' clock in de mawnin ' 

burn yo ' a little sulphur - ' bout a teaspoonful fo ' nine mawnin ' s ,  an ' stop 
nine , an ' j es '  keep aburnin ' it lak dat , an ' yore customers will come in j es '  
plentyful .  [ Savannah 2174 : 7 . ] 

13264 . Yo ' burns dat in yore house every mawnin ' IN DE FO ' CORNERS OF A 
ROOM, de sulphur , in de fo ' corner of  a room every mawnin ' at s ix an ' every 
af ternoon at s ix .  That ' s  luck an ' draws bus iness .  That ' s  really good . 
[ Savannah , Ga . ,  (125 9 ) , 2138 : 4 . ] 

13265 . Takes a box of  sulphur an ' burn it ever ' mawnin ' fo ' ' bout 6 mawn
in ' s ,  an ' he can ' t come in . 

-----(Keep the law away . )  [ Savannah , Ga . , (1225 ) , 2084 : 11 . ] 
13266 . Dey builds han 's wit sulphur an ' gunpowder . Sew it up in a piece of 

flannen , yo ' know , an ' have a • • •  keep it damp [feed it ] every mawning yo ' wake 
� wit Hearts Co Logne • • •  dat ' s  de han ' dey builds fo ' luck . [ S t . Petersburg , 
Fla . , ( 1007) , 1628 : 5 . ] 

1326 7 .  (To keep these spirits away what do you do? )  
Use sulphur an ' gunpowder , j es '  rub ovah yo ' an ' burn it in de hous e ,  dey 

shore wouldn ' t  come in . 
After yo ' do dat yo ' git chew a • • •  [ I  turn on machine again to catch cus sin ' . ]  
(What about cuss ing them? ) 
Yo ' have tub cuss ' em all right tub keep ' em  away . [ Brunswick, Ga . ,  (121 7) , 

2069 : 3 . ] 
13268 . Sompin to make somebody stay outa dis house , if ah move out dis 

house . Dey say dat dey take sulphur an ' burns it at each one of de room. 
Close it up an ' burn it in each one of  de room , an ' nobody won ' t  rent dis 
house any mo ' .  

(Keep them from renting the house? ) 
Yes s ir .  [ Brunswick 2108 : 15 . ] 
1326 9 . Dey say if anybody have done anything to yo ' , yo ' kin take sulphur 

an '  sprinkle it all around yore house an ' bury some of it under de doors tep , 
an '  den take � o f  it an ' put it in a rag an ' � it round yore wais t .  Say 
dat ' ll kill it . [Waycro ss , Ga . , ( 1059) , 1719 : 8 . ] 

132 70 . Burn sulphur in your hous e , don ' shoo know , an ' keep away , don ' 
chew know, de devil , dey tell me . Jis ' burn it , let de scent go all over de 
bouse . Yo ' kin drive de devil out dataway . [Richmond 390 : 2 . ] 

13271 . (How do they use the sulphur? )  
Take sulphur and a little lard and spread ' cros s  your door - doorstep every 

.arning , and it ' ll harm you . 
(I  see . You mean , if somebody did that to my door or - something to harm me� 
Yes . [Richmond 3 75 : 3 . ] 
13272 . Dey say yo ' kin burn sulphur an ' dat will keep dem away . 
(Keep the law away . )  [Jacksonville , Fla . , (620) , 7 93 : 5 . ]  
13273 . (To keep them out of the house ,  from stealing anything , j es '  sprinkle 

sulphur around the house . )  
Yes . [ Fayetteville 2494 : 4 . ] 
132 74 . Yo ' kin wear sulphur in yore shoes an ' den nobody can ' t harm yo ' .  

[Vaycross 1841 : 10 . ] 
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132 75 . Sulphur worn in clothes or shoes or rubbed on hands that might 
touch conj ured articles is a protection agains t them . [Wilmington 189 : 6 . ] 

13276 . Sprinkle sulphur at door to keep out unwelcome vis itor . [Wilmington 
181 : 1+85 . ]  

132 7 7 .  Sulphur sprinkled in person ' s  depart ing tracks will keep that person 
away . [Wilmington 156 : 2+85 . ]  

132 78 . I f  somebody ' s  interferin ' 
yo ' git up yo ' go tuh de do ' an ' yo ' 

[with ] yo ' aroun ' yore home , ev ' ry mawnin ' 
make yore wishes an ' bow tuh de sun 3 times , 

SUN : IF SOMEONE INTERFERING WITH YOUR HOME - EVERY 
MORNING 9 DAYS GO TO DOOR AND 3 TIMES BOW TO THE SUN 
MAKING WISHES - ASKING GOD TO REMOVE THE EVIL SPIRITS 

an '  ask de Lord tuh re
move de evil sp irits -
tuh move away evil spir
its . An ' do that three 
times an ' do that fo 

' bout 9 mawnin ' s .  Walk tuh de do ' an ' make a bow tuh de sun . Yo ' know de sun 
is a whole lot in success ,  yo ' know. Yo ' bow tuh de sun 3 t imes . An ' aftah yo ' 
bow tuh de sun an ' [ then] yo ' axe Him [ "De Lord" ] tuh move away evil sp irits . 

(You do that three t imes for nine mornings . )  [Memphis , Tenn . , (1524) , 
2720 : 3 . ] 

1 3 2 7 9 . Where anyone o f f  [ away from home ] : befo ' sunrisin ' yo ' s  facin ' de sun , 
facin ' de sun , " In de Name o f  de Father and de Holy Ghos t , "  j es '  lak , "Will ie yo ' 
come home at once an ' hasty . "  Well , now he ' d  be home in 9 days . 

(You j ust  go out there once and say that ? )  
Jes ' once . Say it befo ' sunup . [Waycross , Ga . ,  ( 1122) , 1804 : 3 . ] 
13280 . Ah went in de woods in de spring of de year - it been about three 

years ago now . If yo ' know a swallah [ swallow]  bird - do yo ' know a swallah 

SWALLOW EGG TAKE FROM NEST - BOIL - RESTORE TO NEST 
BIRD RETURNING TO NEST SEES CHANGED EGG - FLYS AWAY 
BRINGS BACK ROOT - TAKE THE ROOT - ALWAYS HAVE MONEY 

bird?  Well , yo ' kin take 
one o f  de eggs outa dere 
nest an ' bring it home an' 
boil it . An ' den put it 
back in dat nest . Well , 

when dat bird come back , she know dat egg ain ' t j es '  lak she left it . Well , she 
goes somewhere in de woods an ' get a root  an ' bring it dere an ' put it in dat 
nes t . Dat suppose to make dat egg right . An ' yo ' kin git dat an ' j es '  keep it 
in yore pocket an ' yo ' more den apt to keep a dollah all de time , ' long as yo ' 
keep it . 

(You' ll get the root out o f  the nest then? ) 
Yes s ir . She puts de root in de nest . 
(Then you go and take the roo t out of the nes t . Did you try that? Did it 

work? ) 
Yes sir , it worked . Fact ah kept money , ah reckon it musta been somepin ' . 

[Waycross , Ga . , (1087) , 1756 : 3 . ] 
13281 .  Ah hear tell if yo ' know where de swallow hatching a t  - de little 

birds hatchin ' - an ' yo ' kin git his aig while he off  his nest , an ' bring it in 

SWALLOW EGGS 3 - ROOTS 3 
an ' boil it , an ' carry it back an ' put it to de nest , 
dat yo ' kin conquer anything in de world on it . But 
ah ain ' t been able tuh f ind dat swallow. Ah been try

in ' tuh f ind dat nest  but ah ain ' t nevah found it . Dey say it be somewhere by 
de chimley somewhere - de ' claim .  [ Somewhere in text I have a note about confus
ion between chimney swift and swallow. ] Say dat b ird is a sho re fact . Say if 
yo ' git dat aig from dat bird , dat bird he ' ll come an ' bring yo ' three roots in 
de place o f  dem aig s ,  after yo ' take dem aigs out an ' boil ' em .  Yo ' take d e  aigs 
an '  dat bird ' ll come back an ' bring yo ' three roots an ' say he ' ll take dem roots  
an '  do a s  he want s tuh do . [ Brunswick , Ga . , ( 1178) , 1 9 91 : 5 . ] 
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13282 . Well , yo ' kin take a swallow' s  aig . Go to a swallow ' s  nest .  Yo ' 
know in dat swallow ' s nest  yo ' ll find a little stone . They always have a lit tle 

s tone in dere nes t .  An ' yo ' kin take 
STONE IN SWALLOW ' S  NEST KEEP FOR MONEY dat stone - dere always be a s tone in 

a swallow ' s  nest  - an ' yo ' kin go to a 
swallow' s nes t an ' take out one dose aigs an ' keep it out . Say a day or two 
days - long as yo ' wanta an ' return it back there . An ' when yo ' return it back 
dere , yo ' git dat stone an ' yo ' tote that s tone with yo ' ,  an ' dat ' cumulate all 
kinda money . Dat ' s  good fo ' money matters . [Waycross , Ga . ,  (1166 ) , 1960 : 8 . ] 

13283 . Ah have heard a 
SWEAT OR PERSPIRATION - WOMAN HAS COLD BISCUIT UNDER 
ARM OVERNIGHT - FEEDS TO HUSBAND - TO KEEP HIM HOME 

s tory o f  where a lady 
take a b is cuit , yo ' know , 
an ' wear it undah her arm, 

j es '  fo ' de night ovah [ overnight ] an ' take it 
put it in a bus cuit dough an ' feed her husban ' 

(Wear it under the arm? ) 
Unah her arm . 
(Under her left arm? ) 

an ' crumb it up in a platter . Den 
with dat . Make him stay home . 

[This is no t a leading question . I merely res tart maching to add a s t atement . 
Many examples in HOODOO. ] 

(And she will  mix it into what? ) 
Mix it into o thah flour dough , lak when she git ready to make her biscuit • • •  

(Just take an old cold b iscuit and wear it under her arm • • •  ) [Wilson , N .  
Car . , ( 1506 ) , 2 6 7 2 : 1 9 . ] 

13284 . I f  yo ' girl fren ' happen to leave 
a couple of days - follow her up , den yo ' go 

yo ' lak dat , yo '  j est  follow her fo ' 
to de drug store an ' git chew some 

SWEAT FROM CHEWING GUM CARRIED AGAINST BODY SKIN 
GIVEN TO WOMAN BY MAN WHO HAD A QUARREL WITH HER 

of dis heah Beechnut Gum 
[ trade name chewing-gum ] . Get 
some Beechnut Gum an ' take it. 
Yo ' take dat gum an ' roll it 

up in yore hand j es t  lak dis heah [ demonstrates ] .  Roll it up an '  wear it to 
yo '  - close to yore skin . Wear it dere an ' j est sometime yo ' be talkin ' - talk
in' ' long wit her .  Well yo ' say , "Well , have some of dis heah . 1 1 Break it off  a 
piece an ' j est give her a p iece o f  it . An '  den yo ' nat chly [naturally ] goin ' 
tub co ' t  her an ' yo ' git her back in a minute .  [ S t . Petersburg , Fla . , (103 2 ) , 
16 78 : 3 . ] 

13285 . Den if he leaves , dat is , if he ' s  tryin '  tuh leave yo ' - if he ' s  
ulkin ' about leavin ' yo ' ,  he ' s  already talkin ' about leavin ' yo ' .  Yo ' kin take 

imMAN GIVES TO MAN FACE TOWEL SHE USED PRIVATELY 
yore towel whut chew wash yore 
face with an ' keep dat towel 
wet all de time an ' wipe be

� yore laigs an ' keep him washin ' his face with dat towel all de time . Dat 
will keep him from leavin '  yo ' .  [Memphis , Tenn . , (1522 ) ,  2 7 31 : 21 . ] 

13286 . Person wipes off sweat with white clo th ,  ties it up t ight - airtight 
i� - put witch hazel on , hide p ackage in bed , usually in mattress and under 
sleep ing partner . This is to hold him or her . [Wilmington 1 3 3 : 2+85 . ] 

1 3 2 8 7 . Wipe person ' s  sweat on p iece of new homespun , ball it up , and hide 
iD toe of your old shoe . [Wilmington 111 : 2+85 . ]  

13288 . Woman puts her armpit sweat in his food to hold him . [Wilmington 
1.66 : 3+85 . ] 

13289 . A root doctor told me that . He said you git choo a bucket of watah 
�· a broom , an ' as they goes on out de doah , he says - like aftah dey gone out , 
� say - he j is '  go back from w ' ere they ' s  settin ' at , an ' git s his broom an ' 
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dip it in that bucket nine t ime an ' j is '  sweep with it . An ' , every time yo ' s  

SWEEPING RITE : TO INFORMANT BY ROOT DOCTOR - BUCKET 
OF WATER AND BROOM - AS UNWANTED GUEST GOES OUT DOOR 
SWEEP FROM WHERE VIS ITOR WAS S ITTING TO AND OUT DOOR 
SWEEP WHILE MAKING 9 DIPS OF BROOM INTO WATER AND 
THEN WI SHING : I HOPE YO 'LL GO AN ' NEVAH COME NO MORE 

make [ each o f ]  dem nine 
[ dip s ] , sweep it [ from 
the visitor ' s  chair ]  
right on out [ of the 
house ] and make you a 
wish : " I  hope yo ' ll go 
an ' nevah come no more . "  

He said they ' ll nevah come back to your house no more [mo ' ] .  [That all itera
t ion go and mo occurs several times in HOODOO , it appearing to be an uncon
scious folk expression . ]  [Richmond , Va . ,  ( 340  from near Sal isbury , N .  Car . ) ,  
3 74 : 21 . ] 

13290 . 
ference . 

Don ' t care what chew do - if you 
If yo ' kin s tay out of the way of  

commit murder , don ' t  make any dif
the law ,  unt il yo ' get where yo ' 

SYCAMORE SPRIG : NO MATTER WHAT YOU DO - COMMIT MURDER 
DON ' T  WORRY - IF YOU CAN STAY AWAY FROM THE LAW UNTIL 
YOU REACH A SYCAMORE SPRIG YOU ARE SAFE - STRIP BARK 
ON ONE SIDE TO GROUND AND TIE A KNOT IN IT - ON THE 
OPPOSITE SIDE STRIP BARK DOWN TO GROUND AND TIE KNOT 
THIS STRIPPING SHOWS THAT SPRIG IS NOT A TREE LIMB 
BUT A SAPLING - SMALL TREE NOT MUCH LARGER THAN A 
LARGE SWITCH - THIS DONE YOU ARE SAFE - RITE FROM 
DOCTOR GLOVER WHO MADE GRAVE HEADBOARD ROCK - LATER 

go in ' , why it ' s  all 
over . You won ' t  be 
harmed and they won ' t  
do any harm either . 
Yo ' go to de woods 
and cut a sycamore 
sprig and you begin 
at the top and s trip 
it right down . You 
know , it has a bark 
that will strip down 

j es '  like as if it was buckhide . S trip it right down to the ground [ this shows 
sprig is a sapling , not branch of tree ] and tie a kno t in that t ight right clo se 
to the ground , and then lay the o ther part  [ side ] down . Pull the other s ide down 
and tie a kno t-like right close to the ground . Get right up and walk right on 
o f f  about your bus iness .  You kin come right back and be ready for ano ther [ ex
perience ] .  You needn ' t  worry . 

(That will keep the law back? ) 
If  the law ' s after you , they ain ' t ga in '  bother you any more . They ain ' t  

goin ' to prosecute you any more . It  will be over . And you ' ll f ind nobody 
else won ' t  bother you . 

(That is , you take this s t ick [ sap ling ] on one s ide and then on the o ther 
s ide , and j ust split it [ bark] . )  

Yes s ir .  
[DoetoP Glover of Charles ton is speaking , the man who makes the headboard o f  

a grave rock - pp . 2258- 2259 ,  v . 3 .  In the present rite he returns to i t  later as 
follows : ]  

And p erson [your client ] get found out and you git to him,  why you don ' t have 
to worry . You j es '  get that sycamore sprig . See , go right to that sycamore 
sprig and s trip it down , one s ide first and tie it  up , and the o ther [ side ] next 
and t ie a knot into it , and go right on o f f . 

(That will clear them . ) [ Charleston , S .  Car . , ( 514 DoetoP Glover) , f irst  
part  of  material 5 96 : 2 ; second part 5 9 8 : 1 . ] 

13291 . If  yo ' got a man an ' he ' s  runnin ' aroun ' an ' yo ' wanta s top him ,  dey 
say yo ' feed him offa de fo ' corners of de table . Scrape de fo ' corners of de 

TABLE - 4 CORNERS OF SCRAPE - FEED TO MAN - KEEP HOME 

put dat in his food , an ' dat ' ll make him stay home . 

table . Git dat stuff , 
yo ' know, off  de fo ' 
corners o f  de table an ' 

[A  dog rite trans ferred to 
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man ! ] [Fayetteville , N .  Car . , (1396) , 2514 : 13 . ] 
13292 . De j ackdaw on top de house ,  you wanta git 

he make his bed up yonder [ on top of  house or nearby 

TAILED : GREAT-TAILED GRACKLE OR CASSIDIX MEXICANUS 
OF SOUTHERN U . S . A. AND MEXICO - A JACKDAW - PLACED 
HERE HAVING BEEN MISSED IN "J" - IT ' S  LITTER LUCKY 

' way from him. Jes ' l ike 
tree ] . Well , you run him 
out from dere - you don ' t  
want him.  You run him out 
from dere and git what he 
make up dere , and take dat 
and bring it down and put 

it in your pocketbook , and you got luck de balance 
(Luak the balanae of your days. ) 

o f  yore days . 

All you go tta do , wear dat in yore pocketbook . Don ' t let nobody put dere 
hand in dere but chew. [This is one of  the great rules of hoodoo , never let 
anyone touch your luckp iece . ]  [ Charleston ,  S .  Car . , (525) , 630 : 5 . ] 

132 9 3 . De second way yo ' use dat turp in [ terrap in] yo ' wanta git at it by 
a woman . Dere ' s a woman now and she in love with yo ' .  Now dis is de way what 

TERRAPIN - DRESSED BY WOMAN FOR MAN SHE LOVES 
THROWN INTO HIS YARD - IF HE KILL S ANIMAL - HE KILLS 
OWN SPIRIT AND MUST GO TO WOMAN AND BE HER SLAVE 

a woman love yuh [will 
do ] .  She ' ll ketch dat 
turp in and she ' ll come 
and throw it in yo ' house ,  
come and throw it in yo ' 

yard . And she done tote it in yo ' yard , yo ' may ketch him an ' yo ' might could
n ' t f ind dat turp in . Well , yo ' say , "Well , ah kill dis thing cause it been dat 
second t ime ah see him in my yard . "  But if yo '  kill dat turp in , yo ' done kill 
yo ' sp ir it , yo ' j es '  kill your sp irit and yo ' gotta go to  her . 

(How do you mean you killed your spirit? ) 
Yo ' done killed yore sp irit fer nobody but her . [ Charleston , S .  Car . , 

(525) ' 630 : 4 . ] 
13294 . Ah hear a lady say she 

j es '  beat it up , j es '  grind it up 
taken a turtle aig an ' dry it up an ' put it -
j es '  lak she wus go in '  tuh make somepin out of 

TURTLE USED BY WOMAN WHO WANTED SICK WOMAN ' S HUSBAND 
HUSBAND SNATCHER DRIED AND POWDERED TURTLE EGG - FED 
IT AND TURTLE TO VICTIM - WHO WANTED TURTLE EVERY DAY 
BUT ON INCREASE OF MOON - VICTIM ' S RIGHT BREAST GREW 
STRETCHED LIKE RUBBER DOWN TO HER KNEE AND THERE WAS 
A PAIN OVER HER HEART - INFORMANT DOES NOT SAY SO BUT 
BELIEVER KNOWS POWDERED EGG BECAME ALIVE - KILLED HER 

it , a powder of some 
kind . An ' she taken d is 
turtle aig an ' she put 
it in a turtle . She 
cooked de turtle fo ' a 
lady - a sick lady -
about d is lady ' s  hus
band . She cooked de 
aig in de turtle an ' 

when de lady eat de tur tle she loved de turtle . Whenevah she eat dis turtle -
she et it every dat - it wus a certain t ime on de  moon dat de turtle would come 
in her right breas t over her heart . An '  ever ' t ime it would come out it would 
draw her [ breast? ] r ight down to her knees . It looked j es '  lak rubber - j es ' 

lak she stretch rubber . Dey take it an ' stretch it down to her knees ! 
(What time o f  the moon? ) 
On de growin ' of  de moon . [ Brunswick ,  Ga . ,  (1209) , 2043 : 3 . ] 
13295 . Yeah , j es '  lak if  yo ' wanted tuh poison anybody . Jes ' lak now, it 

lak dis , if yo ' wanted tuh poison anybody yo ' kin put 9 turtles in ' em . Yo '  

9 DROPS OF DYING TURTLE BLOOD IN WHISKEY TO PERSON 
9 LIVE TURTLES WILL BE IN THE VICTIM WITHIN 9 DAYS 

g it 9 drops of dis turtle 
blood - or even 9 drop s of 
snake ' s  blood - of dis tur
tle befo ' it die ; after yo ' 

kill it yo ' know, whilst it warm. An '  yo ' put dat in whiskey - in a half p int 
of whiskey an ' dey drink it . Dey ' ll [be ] 9 of dem [ l ive turtles in them] in 9 
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day ' s t ime . [ Brunswick, Ga . , (1210) , 2046 : 10 . ] 
13296 . Dese ole oak trees an ' dey burn ' em into ashes , coals . Den yo ' ketch 

a terrap in an ' put him in dese ashes , coals . An ' put dis ole terrap in in dere 

TERRAPIN - ROAST WHOLE SHELL IN OAK COALS 
EAT EVERYTHING INSIDE SHELL FOR TUBERCULOSIS 

an ' let him roast . An ' dey eat 
him ,  hull shell , entrails an ' 
all .  [HuZZ  she Z Z  could b e  con
fus ing . Victim does not eat huZZ  

and she Z Z  and entrai Ls . The shell is  huZ Zed , cleaned out , and meat and entrails 
eaten . While collect ing folkore on Deal Island in Chesapeake Bay in 1936 I 
learned that oys ters and clams are shucked a word I had always associated with 
Ind ian corn . Even so , by huZ Z ,  informant may mean WHOLE she ZZ� entrai ls and 
aZZ . ] Dat will cure dat . 

(What will that cure? ) 
Cure de consumption [ tuberculosis ] . Cure it on anybody . Ah don ' t  care who 

dey is . [ Savannah , Ga . , (1261) , 2144 : 1 . ] 
1329 7 .  Terrapin dust in a person will cause death . [Wilmington 7 9 : 4+85 . ] 
13298 . Woman had a cooter in her . [ Cooter is any o f  several turtles or tor

toises in the U . S . A . ] [Wilmington 1173+85 . ] 
13299 . Catch a terrapin , raise his shell , put person ' s  name under , return to 

water , and that person will go there and drown . [Norfolk 537 : 3 . ] 
13300 . John de Conkah , you git dat , an ' dragon ' s  blood an ' a l ittle p iece of 

lodestone [ 3  ingredient s ]  an ' wrap dat in a p iece of  flannen an ' make a [hand 

3 INGREDIENTS - FAVORITE COMBINATIONS IN RITES : 
JOHN DE CONKAH - DRAGON ' S  BLOOD - LODESTONE 
3 INGREDIENTS - WRAPPED IN FLANNEL - DAMPEN 
FEED WITH GOOD RIDING SCENT OR HEARTS COLOGNE 
AND RUB OVER FACE AFTER SEVERAL GOOD WORK DAYS 

and feed] Hearts CoZogne or 
Good Riding Scent [ the only 
appearance of this perfume ] 
an ' j es '  rub dat ovah yuh face 
after having a couple of days 
of good work , yo ' know. An ' 
j es '  rub dat ovah yuh an ' not 

only de bo ss - nobody can ' t turn yuh down . [ I  hope the reader did not miss the 
po ignancy o f  after having a coupZe of days of good work. This desire for work -
the many rites for getting and holding j ob s  - is everywhere in HOODOO. That 
hoodoo drugstore perfume Good Riding Scent is unique . ]  [Charleston , S .  Car . , 

(509) , 57 3 : 1 . ] 
JOCKEY CLUB PERFUME - SWEET OIL - OIL OF CLOVES 
3 INGREDIENTS - RUB ON HANDS WHEN LAW TOO FAST 

13301 . (What would I do to 
keep the law out? )  
Well , yo ' kin use Jockey CZub 

perfume , sweet oil and [ o il of  cloves - see later ] . 
(What are these things you take , now? ) 
O il of  cloves , Jockey CZub perfume and sweet oil . 
(What do you do with those? ) 
You j ust  take them and j ust  get you a bottle o f  Jockey CZub perfume and keep 

your hands on it [have it handy ] ,  keep it in your pocket . See , when they [ the 
law ]  gets too fast , why you dampen some on your hands [ demons trates ] that o il of  
cloves , Jockey CZub and sweet o il . [Vicksburg , Miss . , (538? ) , 1009 : 11 . ] 

3 DUSTS FROM ; BAT HEART - FOWL GIZZARD - FISH GILL 
ADD 3 INGREDIENTS :  CINNAMON - SUGAR - WAR WATER 
SPRINKLE IN RIVAL PLACE OF BUSINESS BACK TO YOU 
BUSINESS PLACE AND BACK IN THROUGH YOUR DOOR AND 

RIVAL ' S  CUSTOMERS BECOME YOVRS 

13302 .  Well , even you could 
take , j ust like acros s  the 
street . That ' s  a man , he ' s  
got plenty of  customers com
ing in his place . Your 
place is over on this s ide . 
You ain ' t  got much customers. 

You don ' t  know what ' s  the mat ter . Every time you look around , you could see 
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off icers there . Well , this man over there , he hadn ' t oughta be there . You take 
some of this sinamint [ cinnamon] and sugar and you take and get actual bat dus t . 

(Bat dust ? )  
Bat dust . 
(Like a bat that flies around in the air . ) 
Yeah , that be ' s  up in the f ire-hearth [ chimney ] . Well , you git it and you 

take his heart and you burn it as a powder - down to a powder .  You get any kind 
of fowl , duck or chicken and kill ' em .  And you take that gizzard from a chicken , 
and you take that skin from off his gizzard , and you take it and you burn that 
down . You take the gill of  a f ish and you burns it down to ashes . You takes a 
piece of  somepin like a bar , a p iece of  b�ing ; you know , bar what you put on 
the bed for to keep the mosquito s [ away ] . 

(Mosquito bar? ) 
[ I  had never heard the word barring ! ]  
Yeah , j us t  l ike that curtain is there . 
(Mo squito bar , something like cheesecloth . )  
Yeah . 
(All right . ) 
You take that and if you can ' t get over to that p lace , you send somebody in 

there with that all mixed up in there as a powder ; you see , that bat-heart dust , 
that g izzard dust , and that fish-gill dust - with sinemint [ cinnamon ] and sugar . 
well , now , you take it and you send somebody over to that p lace . You got some 
war wateP . You get war wateP and he have it in his pocket - j us t  like if you 
got [ carrying ] something to drink . You unders tand . And you take that f ish-gill 
dust and for to keep the odor down , open that waP wateP. He goes to the lava
tory - anywhere , you see - and sprinkle it down in there . And when you leave 
out of there , pretend j us t  like there be something happen to his shoes ,  or pant s 
leg or  something of  the kind like that . He got this here stuff wrapped up and 
be got a handkerchief in hand and he sprinkle it all the way there , back into 
your place . And you couldn ' t turn [ round ] for  the people being in your place .  
And every morning , you take this stuff and from the end of  your property where 
you at , j us t  come back where you is and sprinkle it - sprinkle your sugar and 
sprinkle you sinemint [ cinnamon ] and do it j ust after - but don ' t use no waP 
�r at your p lace , that will make confusion at your place . You see . But that 
� water go ing to make confusion over to the next place , then that bring the 
custiment [ customers or custum ]  over at your place . 

(I see . Well , now do you sprinkle that stuff from his p lace over to your 
place? ) 

Yes , j us t . You ain ' t got to put it all the way - j ust  l ike you got • • •  

(He wrapped it up in this cloth , this mosquito bar? ) 
Yes , j ust  as it come through that . 
(You sprinkle this waP water over his lavatory to cause trouble and then you 

sprinkle this sweet stuff all the way over to your place? )  
Yes , j us t  every now and then you coming across the street , j ust [ demonstrate� . 
( Shake it . )  
Shake it and right into your house [ p lace of bus iness ] .  When you get to your 

iause , you turn backwards and [back ] into your door . That make a confusion -
�t war water going to make a confusion over there and that go ing to make peace 
ca.e in your place . People leaving from there coming following that luck right 
..er in your place . [New Orleans , La . , (829) , 1227 : 1 . ] 

13303 . 3 ROOTS : blackb erry , make tea , drink 3 days ; go to dogwood tree , 
Skin bark from north s ide , pulling it upward , make tea , drink 3 days ; bamboo 
�er [ like a f ishing pole ] , make !!!' drink 3 days . Then take a dose of castor 
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o il and live things in you will come out . [Memphis , ( 96 7  pro fessional and 
excellent ) , 1565 : 2 . ] 

13304 . 3 INGREDIENTS : Copperas [ green vitriol or ferrous sulfate ] ,  salt
peter , and scrape a p iece o f  s ilver money , drink and bathe in fish-brine salt 
[ salt from any salted fish] " it kill it in you any kind o f  poison like that . "  

3 INGREDIENTS :  SINNERMAN ' S  GRAVE DUST - COFFEE GROUNDS 
WAR WATER - SPRINKLE AT VICTIM ' S  DOOR - GONE IN 12 DAYS 

[Memphis 155 2 : 6 . ] 
13305 . I ' d  go to the 
graveyard where a s in
nerman buried , and get 

me some graveyard dust and some coffee grinds and put it in a bottle with some 
war water . And whilst the people be asleep , I ' d  take the war water and sprinkle 
all over the front s tep and they couldn ' t  be in there 12 days . 

(You put all these things in that bottle , in the same bot tle? ) 
In the same bottle . [New Orleans , La . , ( 848b ) , 1310 : 2 . ] 
1330 6 .  Then you can f ix what you call a scaft [ scapular ] t o  wear upon you to 

protect yourself . 
(A what? ) 

A scafle . 
(What kind? How do they f ix that? ) 
You get frankincense , frankincense . 
(What kind? Frankincense . All r ight . )  
Yes . And myris [myrrh ] . 
(And what? Muritch . All right . )  
Muritch . And you put s  it in white linen . See , 

out o f  it to wear around your neck . And you feeds 
you make a scaple [ scapular ] 
it with a oil o f  labena 

[verbena ] .  
3 INGREDIENTS :  FRANKINCENSE - MYRRH - OIL OF VERBENA 
INFORMANT CALLS FRANKINCENSE AND MYRRH PACKAGE ABOUT 
NECK A SCAPULAR FOR PROTECTION - FEED OIL OF VERBENA 

(Lavena? ) 
Yes , you pours that 
upon it . That ' s  to 
protect yourself . 

See that ' s  what I knows about that . 
(Now , what do you call this vanovitch? ) 
Muritch .  
(What does i t  look l ike? ) 
It ' s  a rock . 
(A rock? ) 
Yes , it look j ust like that , but you can beat it up and make a powder out of 

it . 
( I  see , muritch? ) 
Yes , muritch and frankincense , they both look the same , but the frankincense 

is l ight looking and myrrh is brown . But they both is rocks , j ust  come in 
p ieces l ike that and larger p ieces . 

(Muritch or myrrh? ) 
Muritch ' er - ah myrrh . 
(Is  it myrrh? ) 
Yes , sir . That ' s  it , myrrhs . 
(I see . I got it . )  [New Orleans , La . , ( 82 2 ) , 1186 : 6 . ]  
13307 . Well , if a woman wants tuh git rid o f  a man an ' don ' t want him tuh 

come tuh her house no mo ' ,  de f irst  thing she ' ll do , she ' ll go uptown to de 
drugsto ' an ' she git her some rock candy , an ' she git her some whiskey . Git 
dis rock candy an ' whiskey an ' mix it tuhgether , an ' she po ' s  some vinegar in . 
An '  when he come dere , she ' ll prob ' ly have him tuh sit down . An ' when he s it 
down. she prob ' ly - yo ' know a man doesn ' t pay much attent ion tuh a woman an ' 
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when he go tuh sleep dere , an ' she sprinkle dat ovah him . An '  after she sprinkle 
dat ovah him he goin ' leave her alone . He won ' t  come back to her house no mo ' .  

3 INGREDIENTS :  WHISKEY - VINEGAR - ROCK CANDY - WOMAN 
SPRINKLES OVER SLEEPING MAN TO KEEP HIM FROM RETURNING 

(What do you mean a man 
doesn ' t  pay much atten
tion to a woman? What 
do you mean by that? )  
Well , some mens doesn ' t 

a woman when dey come tuh dere house . 
Yo ' know, think dat dey [not ] go in ' do 

pay much attention tuh 
Dey j es '  know dere [ they are ]  at home . 
anything to harm ' em .  [ Florence ,  S .  Car . , 

(132 2 ) , 2266 : 6 . ] 
13308 . Well , you take the hair off  the eat ' s  

piece that woman ' s got and wrench it [ rinse ]  out 
back and you take any dirty 
in some clear water . Take that 

3 INGREDIENTS :  HAIR FROM eAT ' S  BACK - RINSE OUT DIRTY 
PIECE OF HERS - AND WAR WATER - INTO RIVER - NO MAN 

cat hair and that water 
and war water and throw 
it in the river . She 
keep no j ob nowhere , 

she can keeps no husband no time .  [New Orleans , 
13309 . Use de thresher [ thrasher ] feet . 

La . , ( 816) , 115 7 : 2 . ] 

(The feet from a thrasher , the bird . What do you do with those? ) 
Yo ' take an ' put that in a bottle . Yo ' bottle dat wit chure hair , an ' put 

milk in it , an ' yo ' put love powders in dere , an ' put sulphur in it , an ' put red 
peppah in it , an ' yo ' work it up airtight , an ' dat ' ll do de work den . Dat will 

THRASHER : FEET OF THI S BIRD IN BOTTLE - VICTIM ' S HAIR 
MILK - LOVE POWDERS - SULPHUR - RED PEPPER - CORK - PUT 
IN NORTH OR EAST CORNER OF GARDEN - LEAVE OR GO CRAZY 

run ' em away . 
(What do you do with 
that bottle ? )  
Yo ' take dat bottle 
an ' put it in de no ' th 

or de east corner of de garden.  Yeah , dat ' ll make him leave , or if yo ' wanta 
run him crazy , that will run him away . [Wilson , N. Car . , (1513) , 2686 : 12 . ] 

13310 . Dey kin take yo ' bath water - like you washes , yo ' know. Dey take 
dat . Like dey have to have somepin from yo ' ,  dey kin take dat and take a pair 

TIDEWATER - THROW INTO WHEN GOING OUT - PERSON ' S  BATH 
WATER OR CLOTHES - MIND GOES AND COMES WITH THE T IDE 

of socks of yours . And 
dey have to throw it in 
de tide going out . When 
it comin ' up it ain ' t no 

good , when it goin '  back down ev ' ry time it come up , you ' ll be all right , but 
when it goin ' back down , yo ' mind goin ' j es '  dataway . I see all dat happen .  I 
see dat an ' know dat ' s  a fact . [ Charleston , S .  Car . , (near 535 ) , 64 7 : 4 . ] 

1 3311 . Take an ' write de 42nd Psalms on a tin p late an ' sleep with it under 
her haid , or his haid , an ' dey will return . 

(That is to bring a man back or  a woman back . ) 
Yes .  [Waycross  1 7 7 8 : 2 . ] 
13312 . A felon , yo ' take de live toad[rog an ' split him open an ' stick 

yore finger right in him , an ' it will cure it . [Wilson , N .  Car . , (1499) , 
2667 : 18 . ] 

13313 . Git choo some chewin ' tobaccah an ' j is '  
' baccah an ' chew it - dem fo ' corners yo ' chew it . 

TOBACCO : CUT SQUARE OR OBLONG PIECE - CHEW OFF THE 
4 CORNERS - REMAINDER KEEP IN POCKET - ASK FOR JOB 

one . [Years ago the old plug tobacco was cut into 

break off fo ' corners of dat 
Then put de other piece in 

your pocket , an • go clown 
there whereso.ever you 
suppose to git a job an '  
he ' ll purtty near give yo ' 

oblong pieces as purchased . 
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This is an unusual four corner rite , my only example of  it . ]  [Wilmington , N . 
Car . , (235 ) , 160 : 7+85 . ] 

13314 . You knows tobacco . Well , yo ' kin pull de ' bacco off  de stems an ' git 
a bunch of stems an ' whup [whip ] ' em [ a  child who wets the bed ] j es '  whup ' em 
with it 9 times . [ Richmond , (404 , Humpadee , female root doctor) , 358 : 8 . ] 

13315 . To get a j ob ,  chew tobacco and spit some o f  it into the back o f  the 
boss ' s  automobile . [ Presumably a part of you , saliva , rides with him constantly 
as a reminder . This sort of thing I have considered individual rather than gen
erally used rites . ] [Washington, D . C . , ( 631) , 813 : 7 . ] 

13316 . Take t obaccah an ' put it in a p int of whiskey an ' let it stay in dere 
till dat p int of  whiskey eat up dat tobaccah . Den take it down tuh give to ' em , 
dey ' ll stop . 

(To stop somebody from drinking [ alcohol ] . )  [ Fayetteville , ( 1428) , 25 7 7 : 13 . ] 
13317 . De cigar ashes - de same as ah walk in tuh take a drink . Ah ' m  used 

tuh drinkin ' heavy . Why dey ' d take de cigar ashes an ' empty it into de stuff 
[ alcohol ] an ' it would make me s ick . An ' if ah git ovah dat ah wouldn ' t  have 
no taste  for any ag ' in ,  because it supposed tuh have double de power after yo ' 
put dat cigar ashes into it . [This is believed everywhere . ]  [ Florence , (1286) , 
2184 : 7 . ] 

13318 . They smoke c igars and put de cigar ashes in de whiskey , and if you 
drink enough of it , that ' ll run you crazy . [This in some form is believed 
everywhere . ] [Richmond , ( 350) , 391 : 3 . ] 

13319 . Knock it in de whiskey . 
(The ashes from the cigar? ) 
Yes , knock it in de whiskey . Shake it up good an ' let de whiskey - it will 

eat de ashes up an ' yo ' cain ' t tell it wuz in dere . An ' den yo ' give her a 
drink of  it . An ' ah don ' t care how much - right den an ' dere dat ' s  de end of  
her . [Memphis ( 15 30) , 2737 : 11 . ] 

---13320 . [Put it in a toby , you know, somepin like that . 
(What ' s  a toby? ) 
I t  somep in make up with a lot of different things , I don ' t know . [This was 

the f irst time I had heard the word toby used , something evidently a synonym for 
a hand. What did a small j ug or mug in the shape of a stout old man wearing a 
three-cornered hat have to do with a magic obj ect carried or kept for a special 
purpo se? I had not heard this word on the East Coast of  the Southern States . 
Though I suspected and soon knew the meaning of the word , it was a long time be
fore I learned the word was of African - origin and had no connect ion with the 
well-known English toby . I was so interest ed in toby , I forgot to explain that 
second word it ! What it , evidently an ingredient , was put in the toby ? ] [Vicks
burg , Miss . ,  ( 715) , 984 : 2 . ] 

13321 . Well , you go an ' get a dog teeth [ tooth] an ' tie it on a string , an ' 
t ie it around it ' s  [ the teething baby ' s neck] an ' then you take an ' go to the 
store an ' get some sweet sp irits o f  nitre an ' j es '  rubs all on the [baby ' s ]  gum. 
[Richmond , (404 , Humpadee , female root doctor) , 360 : 3 . ] 

TOOTH LOST BY YOU - FINDER BORES HOLE THROUGH - WEARS 
ON STRING ABOUT WAIST - WOMAN TO LEFT - MAN TO RIGHT 
FINDER CAN MAKE LOSER DO ANYTHING SHE OR HE WANTS 

take yo ' and j es '  tell you to do somepin and whether 
[ they ] could t ell you to do it , and you do it . 

13322 . Take a teeth 
[ tooth] and dey bore a 
hole through it and dey 
wear it around dere 
wais t . And dey could 

you wanta do it or not ,  

(They take this person ' s tooth, whom they want to use like that . )  
Dey could wear it on dere left s ide , if it was a woman ; and if it was a man 
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dey would wear it on dere right side . [Choppy recording . ]  [Jacksonville , Fla . , 
(562) ' 699 : 4 . ] 

1332 3 .  In dem times dey used to bury 
an ' dey say , "Well , we goin ' away . "  Dat 

TREASURE BURIED - MAN LEFT TO WATCH IT 

lot sa money . Dey takes a person ' long 
person whut chew carry ' long say , 
"Well , dat ' s  fine . "  
So , "Well , we go in ' away . Would j oo 
watch dis money fo ' us? "  
An ' j est  soon yo ' say , "Yes , ah ' ll 
watch it , "  somebody have a sword , 

sompin lak dat concealed , an ' cut chure haid right off . See , t ime yo ' says , 
"Yes , ah ' ll watch it , "  dey cuts chure haid right off  an ' put it down in dere 
wit dat money . Dat ' s  so nobody would go an ' git it . [ S t .  Petersburg , Fla . , 
(1031) t 167 7 : 8 . ] 

13324 . In de ole days dere 
put money down unless dey have 

nevah wuz nobody , as ah really evah know of , dat 
somebody take keer of  it . 

TREASURE BURIED - WATCHED BY HUMAN BLOOD 
Well , dey always - yo ' know , not in 
our days anytime . Dey don ' t do dat 
now. But ah wuz learned dat dey have 

tuh kill someone an ' de blood of dat individual have tuh be somewhere neah roun ' 
dat money tuh take care of  it . [ Sumter , S .  Car . , (1375) , 2438 : 8 . ] 

13325 . I t  some kind of  a rod dey got an ' dey say wha ' evah way dat rod turn 
it won ' t turn until yo ' git right whar de money is . An ' it will - dat needle 
point right down whar de money buried at , an ' dey go dere an ' dig it up . [Way
cross , Ga . , (1077 ) , 1 74 6 : 1 . ] 

13326 . De way ah ' ve heard it now, dey split 
ling . Dey j es '  split dat tree an ' yo ' kin take 

de tree - a little small sap-
de trimmin ' .  Jes ' lak yo ' split 

TREE : THIS IS A VERSION OF THE WELL-KNOWN SPLIT-TREE 
OR SPLIT-SAPLING RITE BELONGING TO FOLK MEDICINE 
SPLIT A SAPLING - LET ILL CHILD CRAWL THROUGH SPLIT 
TIE UP SPLIT - GROWS TOGETHER AGAIN - CHILD IS HEALED 
HAVING LEFT DISEASE IN SAPLING - LIKEWISE IN PRESENT 
RITE WOOD FROM CENTER OF SAPLING SEW INTO LOVED ONE ' S  
CLOTHES - AFTER SAPLING GROWS TOGETHER - 2 PERSONS DIE 

it - yo ' split de tree 
an ' yo ' cut out inside 
dere . Yo ' take yore 
pocketknife an ' yo ' cut 
out de trimmin ' outa 
dere . An ' den yo ' take 
dat trimmin ' an ' den yo ' 
go an ' yo ' - j es '  lak a 
person dat chew see dat 

chew kere [ care ] fo ' lak dat . Well yo ' take de trimmin ' outa dat an ' yo ' slip 
it in some of his clothes - yo ' know , anywhere in de individual ' s  clothes dat 
he wears regularly . Yo ' understand , sew it up in his bindin ' an ' dey tell me 
dat ' ll bind two [ one ) couple together [you know] make dem cleave to one another . 
Dat ' s  fur as ah evah hear of  dat . 

(What does that tree do then? ) 
Well , dat tree grows - yo ' know, hit ' ll go back together , yo ' understand me . 

[Waycros s ,  Ga . , (1135 ) , 1846 : 4 . ] 
1332 7 . Sometimes they would get some of  your hair and burn it up , or trick 

it in some way , and make you lose your mind . This and the following example are 
two early appearances of the words triak and triaking . [Old Point Comfort , Va . , 
informant 22 . ]  

1332 8 .  We call it triaking . 
{413) t 45 : 3 . ] 

[Balt imore , informant from Arundel Co . ,  Md . ] ,  

13329 . You go out here an ' git this trumpet root . That ' s  a root that grows 
it don ' t grow now ' ere roun ' here . It grows in the middle of  a pond . When you 
git to that trumpet it ' s  like a bugle . I t ' s  about that long [4 feet ] , it s tays 
green winter an ' summer . You take that trumpet root an ' you pour some water in 
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it [the flower ] from a pump . Nuthin mus ' be but de pump . An ' take that water 

TRUMPET ROOT - GROWS IN MIDDLE OF POND - NOT AROUND 
HERE - TRUMPET LIKE BUGLE - LATTER ABOUT 4 FEET LONG 
GREEN WINTER AND SUMMER - POUR PUMP WATER INTO FLOWER 
DRY - BOIL TRUMPET ROOT ALL TOGETHER - TAKE A DRINK 
GO TO CAPTAIN AND ASK FOR A JOB - UNABLE TO IDENTIFY 
'�DDLE OF POND" MAY BE MYSTIC ROOT SPECIALLY SOLD 

an ' bo il it . Yo ' see , 
yo ' boil that trumpet 
root all together . Well, 
when yo ' g it that water , 
yo ' bottle it up an ' 
take a drink . An ' take 
that trumpet an ' cut it 
up , an ' put it out there 

an' let it git dry . Either put it in de stove an ' let it dry . Well , yo ' powder 
dat up . Yo ' take that then an ' yo ' go to captain : "Captain , I ' m out of a j ob 
an '  I wan ' a j ob . "  Put some that [ dust ] on yo ' [and take a drink of  trumpet-root 
tea before you go ] an ' yo ' got a j ob .  [Wilmington , N .  Car . , (328) , 264 : 3+85 . ]  

1333 0 .  To drink turpentine in warm water will kill cu�iure ins ide of you . 
[Wilmington 236+85 . ]  

13331 . Either make a cross with turpent ine on the soles of  your feet � put 
3 drops of turpentine in each shoe as a protection agains t aunjure . [Newport 
News 502 : 4 . ] 

13332 . Take a teaspoonful of sulphur , tablespoonful of salt , and 9 drops of  
turpentine to � or protect against aunjure . [ Elizabeth City 394 : 4 . ] 

13333 . Ah heard that chew could take spirits of  turpentine an ' ' noint chure 
shoe sole with it , an ' de dogs nevah kin trail yo ' .  [Known everywhere . ] [Wil
son , (149 7) , 2666 : 9 . ]  

13334 . (How would you fix [ put a spell on ] her? ) 
Well , ah tell you . Ah ' d  ketch me a little sparrah - see , ketch me a little 

sparrah alive , and ah ' ll git me a little fat from a cow or fat from hog - somp in 

TWO-BIRDS RITE : SPARROW AND MOCKINGBIRD - FRY IN 
GREASE - POUR GREASE ON PIECE OF NEW HOMESPUN - WRAP 
IN ANOTHER PIECE OF CLOTH - SEW UP WITH NEW NEEDLE 
AND THREAD - PUT IN MATTRESS  - UNDER WHERE SHE SLEEP 
THROW HEARTS COLOGNE AND SWEET SPIRITS OF NITER IN 
FRONT OF AND BEHIND HER - SHE WILL THINK WORLD OF ME 

like dat - or fat from a 
chicken , eny kin ' fat 
chew know to make some 
grease an ' fry dese birds , 
see . I ' ll git dem fat an ' 
ah ' ll fry dem birds , see . 
Fry dem birds an ' ah ' ll 
take a little p iece of  

new homespun cloth , see . An ' ah ' ll take dat homespun an ' ah ' ll take dat grease , 
an '  pour it onto dat homespun , see . An '  af ter ah take dat an ' pour ' em onto 
dat homespun , why ah ' ll git ano ther [ O . K . ] p iece of cloth an ' ah ' ll wrap [wrap ] 
it see . An '  den ah ' ll take a needle an ' a spool of  thread wot [what ] nevah been 
used an ' sew dat up . See , sew it up tight with dat cloth wit de grease on it , 
so it can ' t even ket ch air . An ' ah ' ll stick dat in de mattress right where she 
sleep at , see . Ah ' ll g it a little Hearts Co logne an ' den ah ' ll put a little 
sweet spirit of  niter , see . An '  ah ' ll pour a little bit of dat on her , see . 

(On the woman herself . )  
Throw a little sweet spirit of niter in front of her and a lit tle Hearts 

Cologne in her back, on her right shoulder . An ' she ' ll think the world , de sun 
rise an '  [ go ]  down on me . 

(That is the [ another ] way you will get her . ) [ Charleston , S .  Car . , (511) , 
576: 1. ] 

13335 . (Were you born here in Louisiana? ) 
Bo, I was born in McComb C ity , Miss issipp i .  
� City . How did you happen to learn some of these things? ) 
I had it did to me , an ' I ' se went to - to them two-headed people and they 

told .e wbat they did . Some of ' em will take you fo ' p ity ' s  sake and some of 
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them felt so  sorry for  me , you understand . 
13336 . (What kind of people? ) 
Two-headed people de ' call them . 

[New Orleans , La . , (818) , 116 8 : 4 . ] 

(TWo-headed peop le . ) [Richmond (422)  514 : 6 . ]  
13337 . Before you leave this house , you take - you slip [ steal ] one of her 

teddies , you see , before you leave this house . And when you slip - you fold it 

UNDERWEAR: MAN LEAVING HOME HIDES WOMAN ' S  TEDDIES UNDER 
RIGHT FRONT HOUSE-PILLAR - SHE IMPOTENT FOR OTHER MEN 

up tight , tight , and 
yo ' go - j ust  as you 
go out of the house ,  
you put i t  up under 

the p illar - on the right hand s ide - as you go out of the house ,  you put it on 
that s ide, up under the p illar and leave it there , and she ain ' t going to have 
the cOUPage to fool with nobody else while you be gone . [Courage here means 
sexual ability . Until he returns she is sexless ! ]  

(Do you put it under his p illow or her pillow? ) 
No , up under the house pillar . 
(Oh , up under the house p illar . I see . ) [As I have said numerous times 

these small houses on low- • • lands set a foot or more aboveground upon five 
stones or other obj ects • • • like this the perfect form for a quincunx rite . ] 
[New Orleans , La . , ( 859 ) , 1368 : 6 . ] 

13338 . You take her - you take 
that she wears , you know, that you 

a pair of her step ins or her hose , whatever 
wanta take. You take them and you put ' em -

UNDERWEAR : MAN LEAVING HOME - TAKES WOMAN ' S STEPINS 
PUTS IN THEM HER NAME 9 TIMES - PAPER FOLDED TO HIM 
9 TIMES - THEN LAYS GARMENT BETWEEN MATTRESS  AND 
BOXSPRING - NO MAN WILL WORRY HER IN HIS ABSENCE 

say if you got two mat
tress [mattres s on box 
spring s ] on the bed . You 
write her name down there 
nine t imes and you lay it 
in between there and you 

fold her - whatever you go t  to you - nine t imes . You take you a piece of paper 
and you lay it  on the spring , and you lay this to you and then you put the mat
tress  back down over that and you go anywhere you want . And I ' ll guarantee you 
ain ' t  no man in the world going go in there and wo rry her whilst you gone - and 
she ain ' t going to think about any o ther man . See . [New Orleans , La . , ( 860) , 
1371 : 4 . ] 

13339 . There ' s  but one thing he can do - he can take his wife , take any 
piece of her underwear , any p iece of her underwear and wrap that up . Just  take 

it and fold it and 
UNDERWEAR: MAN MAKES AN "X" WRITING WOMAN ' S  NAME 
ACROSS IT - WRAP PAPER WITH CROSSED NAME IN ANY PIECE 
OF HER UNDERWEAR - HIDE ANYWHERE ABOUT BED - DURING HIS 
ABSENCE SHE WILL BE IN NO MOOD TO FOOL WITH NO MAN 

wrap it up late at 
night . Before he 
wraps it , take her 
name and wrap her 
name - write her 

Dame - make an "X" [ a cross ] and write her name across that "X" [ her name is 
�ssed]  and wrap it in her underwear , and wrap it good , and put it anywhere 
about her bed , with her name written in it . And put it anywhere about her bed 
where she don ' t find it , until he gets back. And she ain ' t going to be in no 
.aod to fool wi th no man . She ain ' t going to be in no mood to fool with no 
sm . [New Orleans , La . , { 828) , 1220 : 1 . ] 

13340 . Soiled underwear , cut out crutch [or  crouch ] or wash it and put dirty 
water in bottle , keep in home or � it or � it [ for  love ] . [Memphis ( 962 )  
1551 : 8 . ] 

13341 . Cut out p iece from seat o f  dirty underwear and wear in either shoe , 
control man . [Memphis ( 965 ) 1558 : 2 . ] 
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13342 . Woman sleeps on man ' s soiled underwear to 
away from other woman . [Memphis (960) 1545 : 14 . ] 

1334 3 .  She gets his underwear , cuts seat out and 
bring him back. [Memphis ( 961)  1550 : 1 . ] 

13344 . A �  can take a woman ' s  dirty underpiece 
[Memphis ( 960) 1545 : 13 . ] 

hold him or to break him 

buries at doorstep to 

and bury it and kill her . 

13345 . For love , I ' ll tell you w ' a '  you kin do . 
yellah homespun , split it , take it now. Well , take 

You kin take a piece of 
your chamber lye , dat you 

use over dat night -
make over dat night . URINE : FROM OVERNIGHT - HEAT - SPLIT PIECE OF YELLOW 

HOMESPUN - WIPE UNDER BOTTOMS OF LEFT AND RIGHT FEET 
IN LEFT AND RIGHT ARMPITS - AT PUBIC REGION - THIS 
HOMESPUN PUT IN BOTTLE SIZE OF LITTLE FINGER - POUR 
HEATED URINE IN - ADD 9 PINCHES OF LOVE POWDER 
9 DROPS OF HEARTS COLOGNE - 9 PINCHES OF SPICE 
STOP UP TIGHT - PUT 9 DROPS IN ANY FOOD MAN EATS 
AND HE WILL GIVE YOU ANYTHING YOU WANT AND LOVE YOU 

You take dat an ' heat it 
in a little pan .  Take 
dis piece of  homespun , 
wipe it under your left
foot bottom .  Wipe it 
under your right [ -foot 
bottom]  with dis p iece 
of homespun . An' den , 

after you do dat , you take it an ' wipe it under dis [ demonstrates the left ] arm, 
an ' wipe it under this [ demonstrates right ] arm. After you do dat , you wipe 
down dere [at  pubic region ] . After you do dat , why you take a lit tle bottle 
about dat long [ shows a little finger ] a l it tle vial . An ' push dat homespun , 
put it down in dere . Take dis water [ urine ] w ' ere [what ] you heat , pour it into 
dere . An '  take nine p inch of love powder , nine drops of  Heart Colognes [Hearts 
Co logne ] an ' nine p inch of spice . Why you kin put dat in dere , into dis bottle , 
an ' s top it up t ight . And any t ime you wan ' a ,  it ' ll make you come . Put dat in 
some applesauce , peas , or anything , nine drops  every time ,  an ' he ' ll give you 
j is '  w ' a '  chao want an ' love you . [Wilmington , N .  Car . , ( 320) , 25 2 : 5+85 . ]  

13346 . They take your water , you see , they stop it up in a little bottle . 
And after they stop it up , they take it and lay it up over a door where you walk 

THEY STOP UP YOUR URINE IN SMALL BOTTLE - LAY IT OVER 
DOOR THROUGH WHICH YOU WALK - AFTER YOU WALK UNDER IT 
9 DAYS - THEY THROW IT INTO RIVER TO STOP YOUR URINE 

under , and let chew walk 
under it so many morn
ings . I think it ' s  9 
mornings . After 9 morn-
ings - you see , you 

don ' t move it no more ,  it s tay where you put it . And they say take it and carry 
down to the river and throw it overboard . That ' ll stop you from making water . 
[Richmond , Va . , ( 340) , 3 7 2 : 3 . ] 

1334 7 .  Well , they can take that chamber lye , that [ is ]  the urine , get some 
cinnamon and some sugar , and mix that lye [ urine ] up with it [ 3  ingredient s ]  but 

3 INGREDIENTS : URINE - CINNAMON - SUGAR - IN BOTTLE 
DON ' T  SPIT IN IT - THAT KILLS IT - SEE NOS . l05 7-1059 
VOL . I - THROW BOTTLE WHERE IT CANNOT BE FOUND - AFTER 
URINE EVAPORATES - MAN CANNOT LEAVE WOMAN DOING THIS 

you got to be sure that 
you didn ' t  sp it in it 
because the sp it would 
cause it not to work. 
And put in a bottle . 
And they throw the bot-

tle most anywhere , anywhere you couldn ' t 
lye will dry up , it will come to be j us t  
if you want t o  leave me , you couldn ' t do 
leans , La . ,  ( 855) , 134 7 : 8 . ] 

find it . And after awhile that chamber 
the empty bottle - it evaporates . And 
it . That ' s  to hold a man . [New Or-

13348.  ( If you want to get a j ob from the boss , you try to get hold of some 
of his chamber lye and put it in a bottle airtight , and take it home and keep 
it . And that will make him l ike you and eventually he will give you a j ob? ) 
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Yes . [A  pencil note of mine reads : 
URINE OF BOSS BOTTLED AND KEPT FOR JOB "Something must have gone before . 

Something did go before but machine 
was not turned on . I am repeat ing as near as possible what informant had said . 
To bo ttle the boss ' s urine is  a rare rite indeed ! ]  [Wilson , N .  Car . , (1509) , 
267 7 : 5 . ] 

13349 . Ef  dey kin git holt [hold ] of yo ' chamber Zye , [ you ] know whut dey do 
wit it? Dey take it an ' put it in a bottle an ' stop it up airtight . Dey puts 

URINE : PUT IN BOTTLE WITH 9 NEEDLES - LIVE SPIDER AND 
WEB - AIRTIGHT BOTTLE - BURY AT LEAST 2 FEET - IMPEDES 
URINATION - GET A GOOD ROOT DOCTOR OR BE A BURNT BABY 

9 needles in dere f irst 
wit it an ' dey put -
git a sp ider . Yo ' know 
whut a spider is -
crawls on de wall .  Dey 

git a spider an ' put it in dere [ the bot tle ] an ' dey put some spider web in it , 
an '  dey stop it [bottle ] up airtight an ' bury it down - nuthin under 2 feet . 
An '  it will lock yore bowels an ' everything up . [Several times in HOODOO I have 
explained the confusion between bowels and bladder , the present rite Zocking the 
bladder . ] An ' yo ' ain ' t goin ' git rid of dat unless yo '  git a root doctor [who ] 
know whut to do . YO ' JES ' BURNT� DAT 'S ALL - YO ' JES ' A BURNT BABY. [Once 
again , confusion between bladder and bowels was not rare . ] [Jacksonville , Fla . , 
(549) , 68 7 : 3 . ] 

13350 . All r ight , he wanta pee . Ah let him come on it , heah ' s  a bucket . 
Well , ah [woman ] give him a bucket tuh pee in . Maybe ah ain ' t got no slop j ar 

WOMAN KEEPS 9 DAYS IN BOTTLE - MAN ' S  URINE MADE ONCE 
IF SHE THEN BURIES BOTTLE - HE ' S  COMING BACK TO LOVE 

an ' ah g ive him a bucket 
tuh pee in . Well , ah 
ain ' t  goin '  pee in dat 
dere . [ This is a fre

quent statement in these rites , urine on top of another urine destroys the power 
of first urine . Similarly spit into urine kills latter ' s  potency . ]  Ah take 
his watah an ' po ' it in a bottle an ' ah keep it fo ' nine mawnin ' s .  Maybe ah ' ll 
bury it , understan ' . He done comin ' back. If ah love him, he comin ' back.  
(Memphis , Tenn . , ( 15 26) , 2724 : 2 . ] 

1335 1 .  Well , dey tell me a person ' s  chambah Zye - yo ' takes a p erson ' s 
chambah Zye - do yo ' mean tuh do good or do harm? 

URINE - BOTTLE WITH 9 NEW NEEDLES - ALTERNATING 
POINTS UP AND DOWN - BURY WHERE VICTIM WALKS 
CAUSES BLADDER TROUBLE - TO MAKE MAN STAY HOME 
BOTTLE 3 INGREDIENTS :  HIS URINE - SALT - SUGAR 
XEEP BOTTLE UNDER BED OR IN DARK CORNER OF ROOM 

(Either one . Tell one f irst 
and then the other . )  
Well , yo ' ll take a person ' s 
chambah Zye an ' yo ' put nine 
needles in dat chambah lye , 
brand-new needles . Yo ' stick 
one point down an ' one point 

up , one point down , until yo ' 
put dat chambah Zye - bury it 
' em  harm. 

g it all o f  ' em down in dere . Yo ' take dat an '  yo ' 

somewhere where dey kin walk ovah it . Dat will do 

(Well , j ust what would i t  do to them? ) 
Well - well , if yo ' wanta do good , now • • •  

(How would it harm them? ) 
Well , dat would harm ' em, dat would ketch ' em in dere bladdah .  Dat ' s  d e  way 

dat ' 11 harm dem , swell dem up down in heah . 
(How do they do them good , do you say , with chamber Zye ? )  
Well , yo ' take dat chambah Zye , if s yo ' want a man tuh s tay home , take dat 

chambah Zye wit some salt an ' some sugah an ' yo ' stop dat up . An' yo ' put dat 
undah de haid of yore bed , somewheres neah yore bed , or in a dark cornah in yore 
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room - anywhere lak dat . Dat will make him s tay home an ' quit runnin ' an ' rev
in ' aroun ' . Dat ' ll make him stay home . [ Fayetteville , N .  Car . , ( 13 96 ) , 2511 : 1 . ] 

URINE MADE AT NIGHT = NIGHT WATER : IN THIS URINE 
BOIL 3 ROOTS : SNAKEROOT - CHERRY BARK - CHEROKEE 
CORK THIS BOILED URINE IN BOTTLE - BURY HEAD DOWN 
VICTIM WHOSE WATER WAS BOILED CANNOT MAKE WATER 

13352 . Dey git different 
root an ' cork ' em down in a 
bottle an ' bury ' em • • •  

(And bath water? ) 
And - dat ' s  right -
bury ' em ,  and after 

' em you either stop up dere night water [or bath water ] you understand , 
git a pain in de head - sompin like dat . Dey cork dem dat way . 

(I 'm speaking now of the water you take a bath in. ) 

and you 
you bury 
or dey 

I understand. You mean de water that you taking washing in . Can ' t  do nuthin 
[no hoodoo ] wit dat . 

(But this water , the night water? ) 
Dat it [you can do something with that ] you kin bury dat . 
(Well , what sort of root do you put with that? )  
De ' goes out and gits somepin dey calls snakeroot . Snakeroot for a pain in 

de stomach - sompin like dat . Yo ' go roun ' an ' yo ' gits cherry bark and chero
kee [ cherokee rose? ] you understand , and you bile [boil ] dat together and yo ' 
put dat together , de ' fool around wit chew an ' put dat in yo ' water ,  yo ' under
stand , an ' dey ' ll cork dat bottle an ' bury it . 

(What do they do with the head after they cork it? How do you put it , down? ) 
[SORRY FOR THAT SLIP OF MINE! ]  
Turn de head down. 
( I  see . Do you leave the water run out or j us t  tight? ) 
[I WAS STILL A LITTLE INEXPERIENCED AT CHARLESTON, BUT MY LEADING QUESTION 

IS IGNORED. ] 
No , you have it fix so de water can ' t run out . 
(I  see , that will keep you from making water . )  
Yes . [ Charleston ,  S .  Car . , (526) , 632 : 2 . ] 
13353 . Take dere ahamber Zye an ' let it set fa ' days an ' put it in a brown 

bottle an ' bury it undah de steps , an ' den dat ' ll run ' em away from home . Dat 
run de man away . 

URINE - OF MAN AND WOMAN IN BROWN BOTTLE - UNDER 
STEPS - DRIVES MAN ACROSS WATER - WILL NEVER RETURN 

(Whose ahamber Zye do you 
put in the bottle? ) 
Yore s .  Mix some of yores 

and some of deres together - some of  de woman ' s  an ' some de man ' s  together . An '  
den dat ' ll drive him ' way from home . It st ill make him go ' cross watah an ' 
nevah come back. [Either informant dropped something out of this rite or the 
desire of the magician is sufficient . There are other examples of 2 persons 
buried together , giving victim a sense of security . ]  [ Sumter , S .  Car . , (1378) , 
244 7 : 8 . ] 

13354 . They put your urine in a bottle , stop it up , and bury it "to de north 
corner of de world , your stomach will swell up" .£!_ "you can ' t make no water . "  
[Washington , D . C .  823 : 3 . ] 

13355 . They bottle your urine , write your name 3 times on paper , put in 
bottle ,  and bury at front door where you walk over it . You will suffer with 
ailments .  [Washington , D . C .  82 7 : 7 . ] 

1335 6 .  Woman puts man ' s nature [ semen o r  urine ] in 
When he leaves she turns bottle upside down so that it 
brings him back and keep s him from other woman . While 
bot tle upright . [Richmond 339 : 1 . ] 

a bottle with perfume . 
stands on its head . This 
he is with her she stands 

13357 . If  a woman bottles some of a man ' s urine with gunpowder and sweet 
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milk , and s its it in a corner , she has him cornered as long as she wants him . 
[Norfolk 491 : 2 . ] 

1335 8 .  Yo ' take it [urine ] an ' put it in a bottle an ' throw it  in de rivah , 
a runnin ' s tream.  He go wit de wind . 

(You put his chamber lye in that bottle? ) 
Yeah . [New Orleans (1560)  2882 : 4 . ] 
1335 9 .  Dey could take de watah [urine ] an ' put i t  into a bottle an ' stop it 

up tight an ' carry it , an '  dat would cut chure watah - stop yore watah . [Wilson 
(14 9 7 )  2671 : 3 . ] 

13360 . They said dey could take yore chamber lye an ' put it into a bottle 
an ' bury it under yore steps . Well , dey say dat would kill yo ' sometime or 
hurt chew, yo ' walk ovah it . Why dey got it dressed . Why dat hurt chew some
time . [Brunswick (1185 ) 1998 : 12 . ] 

13361 . If  a man bottles his own urine and buries it under his own doorstep , 
any man coming to the house during his absence will become impotent if he cross
es that door . [ Snow Hill , Md . ,  9 : 6 . ] 

13362 . A man before going to work in the morning can sprinkle salt and pep
per around door and make a wish , or [ and ] can throw urine out the window . This 
he does to keep other men away : they won ' t  have any nature for his wife or wo
�' she won ' t have any nature for them . [Richmond 349 : 1 . ] 

1336 3 .  She wipes man off with dish rag , nails it under doors ill , and urin
ates on it . This is to hold him and to bring him back and keep him from other 
women . [ If you walk over or under any part of your body or anything touched 
by your body , you are in the power of the person performing the rite . ]  [ Rich
mond 302 : 12 . ]  

13364 . If dere ' s a man left 
back, an ' she ' s done ever ' thin ' 

a woman an ' is gone an ' she ca�n ' t  make him come 
she wants tub do tuh make him come back . She ' ll 

URINE HERS - SEMEN HIS - MIX IN FLOUR DOUGH - TIE IN 
HANDKERCHIEF - DROP INTO ONE OF HER STOCKINGS - CRUSH 
STOCKING UP - PUT IN CORNER BEHIND DOOR - NEVER SWEEP 
OUT - IN 9 DAYS MAN RETURNS HOME - IF MAN LEFr TOWN 
AND SHE CANNOT GET HIM BACK - SHE USES ANOTHER MAN 
MOST UNUSUAL - BUT INFORMANT RELIABLE - WHO CAN QUESTION 
HOODOO IS PLIABLE - NOT LAWS OF THE MEDES AND PERSIANS 

have tuh go tuh de 
man an ' git de man 
tuh come tuh her 
house , an '  aftah he 
come tuh her house , 
see , she takes him 
in dere an '  she 
takes an ' has intah
co ' sin ' wit him. 

Well , she ' ll have intahcos ' wit dis man an ' she ' ll git some o f  her urinate , 
some of  her [his ] s tuff . An '  she takes it an ' she takes a lil ' piece of  flour 
dough , an ' she mixes it all up wit it . An '  takes it an ' t ie it up in a pocket  
han ' ke ' ch ' ef  an ' drops it in one of her stockin ' s .  She crush d e  stockin ' all 
up an ' put s it in de cornah behin ' de do ' ,  an ' den nevah sweeps it out . An '  as 
long as dat s tay dere - she let it stay dere fo ' 9 days . In dem 9 days time , 
say he ' ll come tuh de house . In 9 days t ime no mattah how fur he is away , i f  
he kin git dere in 9 days he ' ll be dere in dem nine days .  

(This man has to come to her house f irst? ) 
Yassuh , [ otherwise ] some o thah - she have tuh git some othah man tuh come tuh 

her house . 
(Some other man would come , so she could get this other man to come back? ) 
Yassuh , j es '  lak ah went off  an ' left a girl an ' den wouldn ' t  come back tuh 

her , she ' ll git some o thah man tuh come tuh her house tuh be with her so she 
could git chance tub git some stuf f [ semen ] from him . She mix it in flour 
dough , tie it up in a piece of  han ' ke ' ch ' ef an ' drop it in one her stockin ' s ,  
tie de s tockin ' up an ' throw it behin ' de do ' ,  de do ' dat he comes in all de 
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time , an ' dey say in 9 days t ime he ' ll be back. 
(1438) , 2604 : 3 . ] 

[ Fayetteville , N .  Car . , 

13365 . Well , yo ' kin use it . Some use it fo ' 
de men . Mostly women use it fo ' patches fo ' men s 

URINE AS PATCH [ PIECE WORN ] OR HIDE [HIDDEN PIECE ] 
MOSTLY WOMEN USE THEM TO KEEP MEN HOME - OR IF MEN 
AWAY - TO BRING THEM BACK BY HIDE WHERE THEY SLEPT 

j es '  patches , understand , fo ' 
prob ' ly might put it on dere 

clothes , understan ' in dey 
inner garment or  somp in 
next to ' em .  Well , dis 
woman always uses her 
chambeP Zye , dey say . 

Washes dis p iece in dey chambeP Zye f irst an ' puts it near ' em in dey underwear 
or sompin lak dat , sompin dat ' s  closer to ' em .  Dat ' s  to keep dem [men ] at home , 
understan' , or even if de ' re [ they are ] gone away from home , dey use dis heah 
hide [ hidden p iece ] in an ' make ' em return home . [Memphis , Tenn . , (1518) , 

URINE - ASAFETIDA - 10 NEEDLES - BURY UNDER DOORSTEP 
WOMAN DOING THIS GOES OUT WITH MEN - MAN STAYS HOME 

2697 : 11 . 1 
13366 . Take chambeP Zye 
an ' assafedidee an ' bury 
that with ten needles an ' 
put that under their door-
step . 
(What is is supposed to do' 

you do , whether you want to do 
men s you see , an ' then anyt ime 
[Norfolk, Va . , ( 459 ) , 44 7 : 10 . ] 

That were supposed to make 
or not .  An '  she kin go off  an ' have her fun with 
you want to go out , you see , a big argument s tart . 

1336 7 .  I heard talk of  them using 
hoof  and you cut that up - no , it has 

the animal ' s  hoof . Well , you take the 
got to be a mule . Like they go around the 

URINE AND BEANS SOAKED TOGETHER OVERNIGHT - COOK WITH 
MULE-HOOF CUTTINGS - MAKES MAN SIMPLE - KIND TO HER 

blacksmith ' s  where be , 
been shoeing up animals 
and they cut his hoof 
off  - a portion of his 

hoof  off - every time they shoe him. They take a chunk of  that , see . And it 
gets very soft whenever you put it in anything hot .  And they will cook that 
perhaps with some beans . They cook that overnight in beans with the urine , 
that hoof  [ they soak the beans overnight in the urine ] and the next day they 
cook all that together . Well , that makes the man very s imple , and very kind 
to her . [New Orleans , La . , ( 809) , 1139 : 2 . ] 

13368 . If  yo ' wanta con ah a man , when he use de slop j ar at night , says if 
yo ' git dat an ' take it wit yo ' .  Git chew some , about three drops of  kerosene 

WOMAN TAKES MAN ' S  URINE FROM NIGHT SLOP JAR - 3 OR 4 
DROPS OF KEROSENE - FAIR AMOUNT OF SULPHUR - FACING 
STREAM THROW INTO WATER - TURN BACK - WALK AWAY - OR 
THROW OVER SHOULDER - DON ' T  LOOK BACK - HE ' LL LEAVE 

about three or four drop s 
of kerosene in it . An '  
puts chew quite a bit of 
sulphur in dere , in dis 
water [ urine ] . An' say 
yo ' take dat an ' throw 

it in a stream of water , turn yore back, dey say , an ' walk away , or throw it 
over yore shoulder dis way [demonstrates ] an ' walk away . An '  say if yo ' home 
an ' dey don ' t want chew dere , why yo ' constantly will go away . [ S t .  Peters
burg s Fla . , ( 993) , 1603 : 1 . ] 

13369 . Yo ' kin take a aig . Yo ' kin take one aig an ' yo ' kin put dat aig 
intuh chambah Zye an ' let it lay fo ' 9 days , see . Well , den yo ' kin take dat 
aig s j es '  lak yo ' goin ' tuh fix a person . Well , yo ' go tuh fix ' em, well yo ' 
kin take dat aig aftah 9 days an ' yo ' kin take it an ' throw it ovahbo ' d .  See . 
An '  if a person ' s aftah yo ' ,  well yo ' could - yo ' know - g it rid of  ' em .  
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URINE - KEEP BLACK HEN EGG IN 9 DAYS - VICTIM' S NAME 
ON EGG - THROW IT OVERBOARD - RUNS VICTIM CRAZY OR 
HE LEAVES TOWN - GOOD EXAMPLE OF DIGGING FOR MEANING 

(How do you throw that 
egg overboard? ) 
Yo ' throw it overbo ' d  tuh 
eithah run de person crazy 
or make ' em leave town .  
(Well , how do I know I ' ve 

got the right person? By j ust using that egg? What else do I do with that egg ? )  
Whut else? Well , ah don ' t know nuthin ' else except yo ' know, yo ' g o  some-

wheres an ' yo ' git information , see . 
(The egg is supposed to represent the person you are to send away? )  
Shore . 
(Well , how do I know it ' s  representing that person? ) 
Sign dere name on de aig . 
(Oh l Did you tell me that before? ) [Notice the answer . ]  
No , ah wasn ' t in heah befo ' tuh yo ' . 
(I  mean , did you tell me that a moment ago? ) _  
No . 
(Did you tell me you had s igned the egg? ) 
[Here is a good example of  working hard for information informant thinks you 

know . ] 
See , yo ' s ign dat person name on dat aig . 
(Any kind of  a chicken egg? ) 
Yeah, j es '  ole black hen aig . 
(You didn ' t  tell me that before , see . ) [ Brunswick , Ga . , (12 07a) , 2041 : 7 . ] 
13370 . Well , it ' s  lak if yo ' wanta have luck in business , yo ' wanta have 

luck in business , yo '  git chew some consecrated [ concentrated ] lye an ' yo ' save 

URINE - CONCENTRATED LYE - SUGAR - BOIL OUTDOORS 
SCRUB HOUSE - USUALLY FRONT TO BACK - FOR ROOMERS 

yo ' own chambah lye . If yo ' 
have roomahs in de house let 
dem save deres . See , j es '  
lak, yo ' tell ' em  fo ' in

stance whut chew want , yo ' know. Yo ' want tuh use it fo ' somep in or somepin lak 
dat . Git chure friends , if yo ' ain ' t runnin ' a roomin ' house , or e ithah fo ' yo ' 
self . Yo ' use yore chambah Zye an ' git chew some consecrated [ concentrated ] lye 
an '  git chew some sugah an ' put it in dere an ' boil it . See . An '  aftah it 
boils - yo ' gotta boil it outdo ' s , yo ' cain ' t boil it in de house - an ' scrub 
yore house all de way through wit it an ' yo ' ll have roomahs . [Memphis , Tenn . ,  
(1518) , 2696 : 7 . ] 

133 71 . Well , befo '  
befo ' sunrise - if yo ' 

sunrise in de morning - dat ' s  another luck proposition , 
got ta a ,  yourself or j es '  yore wife  or family , if yo ' got 

AS SUN RISES THROW URINE TOWARDS IT - LUCK THAT DAY 
a slop bucket dat dey use ,  
yo ' take dat slop bucket . 
No ! Yo '  do dat j es '  as de 

sun rise . Yo ' take dat slop bucket an ' go an ' throw on de ground whichever way 
de sun rise . Well dat will be yore lucky day . Yo ' can ' t help but have luck dat 
day . Yo ' do dat fo ' luck . [ St .  Petersburg , Fla . , ( 1031) , 1676 : 2 . ] 

1337 2 .  Take de hickory tree bark an ' beat it up right fine until it come tuh 
dust - beat it right fine . Beat it up right fine , j es '  keep abeatin ' it up 

M&R ' S  URINE ON CHEWING GUM TO WOMAN FOR LOVE 

take some Heart Perfume [ red heart s on label ] 
� a person . Dey ' ll always love ' em. 

(How do you give them that bark? ) 

right fine an ' turn roun ' an '  pee 
on dat bark . See . Let dat pee 
dry on dat bark . See . An' den 

an ' put on dat bark an ' give it 
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Well , yo ' see , yo ' take de bark an ' yo ' beat ' em up , see . Yo ' beat de bark 
up . Now listen an ' ah show yo ' . Yo ' beat de bark up good intuh a dust . All 
right , yo ' take a lil ' dat dus t ,  if yo ' got some chewin ' gum . See . Yo ' kin 
take an ' put it on dat chewin ' gum an ' seal back in de packet right good an ' 
nice , an ' say , "Have one . "  Well , see , she go tuh eatin ' dat , see . She eat in '  
dat bark an ' dat pee , dat yo ' got mixed up dere an ' she always love yo ' .  [Fay
etteville , N .  Car . , (1415 ) , 2548 : 6 . ] 

13373 . Ef  ah wanted a fren ' g irl , or somepin othah lak dat - a young girl ah 
wanta make an ' she left de candy or somep in lak dat . Well , ah kin take chamber 

URINE OF MAN ON CANDY OR CHEWING GUM TO WOMAN 
lye , a little thing lak dat , an ' 
ah kin give her , lessen she 
wise , yo ' see . Well , den , when 

ah put chamber lye on it , ah soon kin tackle her doum yo ' know - put mah han ' s 
on her . Well , ah put mah han ' s on her den . Ah kin give her dat chamber lye 
yo ' know, feed her on dat chamber lye - see lak chewin ' gum or candy , anything 
lak dat . Den ah kin git up to her an ' den it ' s  customary , if a man kin git up 
to a woman or sompin lak dat an ' put his han ' s on her , he believes he kin go 
further on , yo ' know . Yo ' understan ' . [Florence , S .  Car . , (1309) , 2214 : 3 . ] 

133 74 . Yo ' kin use dey chambah lye an ' boil it in his cof fee or use it in 
his tea , or eithah if he bringin ' his whiskey home , yo ' kin [ use ] it , but chew 

WOMAN BOILS HER URINE - LETS SET ABOUT 7 DAYS 
STRAINS - PUTS 5 DROPS IN HIS COFFEE - TEA 
OR WHISKEY - SHE DOES THIS TO KEEP HIM FROM ALCOHOL 

gotta boil yore chambah 
lye an ' let it set befo ' 
yo ' give it tuh him . See , 
let it set prob ' ly a week 
or somp in lak dat . An '  

den boil i t  an ' strain it by itself . See , af tah yo ' bo il yore own chambah lye , 
it forms a drugs [dregs ] lak in it , an ' yo ' po ' it off an ' strain it an ' po '  it 
den . Use it in his coffee , eithah in his tea , anything dat he drinks or eithah 
po ' it in his whiskey . Yo ' don ' have tuh po ' dat much . Ah say roun ' ' bout fo ' 
or five drops j es '  in dere tuh stop him from drinkin ' . [Memphis , Tenn . , (1518) , 
2697 : 2 . ] 

13375 . Use chamber lye fo ' luck, chamber lye an ' lye . Scrub yore house all 
with that an ' throw it on yore front po ' ch an ' on yore yard , on de concrek in 
de front of  yore yard , where peoples have tuh walk acros s .  [Memphis 2695 : 8 . ] 

13376 . Save your urine for 9 mornin ' s  or nights , put salt and pepper in , 
sweep steps down , and sweep it up , repeat ing what you want done to bring person 
back. [Memphis 15 70 : 13 . ] 

----1337 7 .  Joo j is '  take yah ole bucket an ' urinate in it , choo know , ev ' ry 
mawnin '  dat choo git up . Don ' t waste none of it . An '  then mix yore lye or 
whatevah yo ' scrub with , an ' scrub yuh house wit it , an ' that brings luck in 
your home . [Wilmington 189 : 9+85 . ] 

13378 . Get up before 6 o ' clock, urinate in slop j ar ,  put lye in it , mop 
floor , burns a lamp , then throw urine out door , make men come in ,  don ' t  let 
woman cross [ the door ]  f irst , " that crossing de luck. " [Memphis 155 9 : 1 . ] 

133 7 9 .  I have heard that one way of  ridding a house  of evil spell s  i s  to 
take a spruce pine bush and dip it into chamber lye and beat it against the side 
of the house 7 times on 7 mornings j ust  about sunrise . [ Berlin ,  Md . ,  from Jerry 
Williams , my contact man for the Eastern Shore of Maryland . This by Telediphone 
and on my second trip to this part of Maryland . ]  

13380 . Urine kept at door keeps undes ired persons away . [Washington , D . C . , 
813 : 6 . ] 

13381 . Set or throw urine under your house [ these houses raised above ground 
a foot or more ]  9 mornings before sunrise to keep away "anybody you don ' t  want . "  
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[Wilmington 261 : 1+85 . ]  
13382 . In morning throw urine out at steps or door : " it ' ll take away the 

germs of what they put dmm. "  [Mobile 97 9 : 5 . ] S imilarly , it "keep de sin and 
de meanness  from your house . "  [Mobile 88 9 : 3 . ] 

13383 . If you take a swallow of your own urine occasionally : " they can ' t git 
up to you for any cunjuzoe or evil . "  [Mobile 968 : 9 . ] 

13384 . Yo ' know , your makin ' water , yo ' know, an ' keep it in slop bucket 
overnight . An '  then � it aroun ' an ' nobody can do anything towards yuh . 
[Richmond 391 : 2 . ] 

13385 . Or either yo ' kin use yore chamber Zye an ' throw it around a place 
j es '  where � be ' s  an ' connected with , understand , an ' dat keeps ' em away 
[ evil person , police , spirits , etc . ] [Memphis 26 96 : 9 . ] 

13386 . You can throw ur ine about house ,  inside or outside or both to protect 
bouse from evil . [Richmond 2 93 : 9 . ] 

13387 . To protect your house from anything , sprinkle urine around your 
bouse :  In the Name of the Father� Son and Ho Zy Ghost.  [Wilmington 2 00 : 4+85 . ]  

13388 . Bottle your own urine and bury it at steps to keep away unwanted per
� living in house or vis itor from coming back. [Charleston 55 6 : 9 . ] 

13389 . As a protect ion against cunjuzoe , mix urine and salt and throw it at 
door and all around the house - a circumambulation rite . [Wilmington 241 : 1 . ] 

13390 . Scrub porch with urine and red pepper , and throw some at door and in 
the yard as a protection against cunjuzoe . [Richmond 353 : 3 . ] 

13391 . When you get up in de morning , you take de night water and salt  and 
red pepper , and throw it around your door ; if they put down anything for you , it 
will never harm you . [ Charleston 543 : 8 . ] 

13392 . If  you put urine , salt and sulphur out where you think anything has 
been buried .£!. thrown fo ' you-:-"ft won ' t come to nothin . "  [ Charleston 541 : 4 . ] 

13393 . Boil on your s tove your urine , pepper , cinnamon and out side peeling 
of onion ; this keeps undesirable persons away. [Washington , D . C . , 814 : 1 . ] 

13394 . Urine , salt and pepper sprinkled at door or about the house , inside 
or out , protects  the house against any evil . [Elizabeth City 4 06 : 6 . ] 

13395 . You can throw outdoors urine , salt and pepper 9 mornings to protect 
the house against evil . [Wilmington 1 62 : 4 . ] 

13396 . Wash floor every morning with urine , sulphur and asfetida to protect 
yourself against evils and hoodoo . [Richmond 369 : 3 . ] 

13397 . Pour urine , salt , red pepper and sulphur at door to protect against 
evil and spirits .  [Washington , D . C .  208 : 5 . ] 

13398 . To keep law away : sprinkle deviZ Zye [Red Devil lye a brand name ] and 
sulphur at gate and door , and wash door down every morning with urine . [Mobile 
960: 2 . ] 

13399 . After person leaves the house ,  sweep urine and salt out the same door 
to make him drift  away . [Washington , D . C .  813 : 10 . ] 

134 00 . To draw trade , throw your urine out the door about midnight . [Wash-
ington , D . C . , 800 : 8 . ] 

----

13401 . Well , they get a hold of  fingernails and toenails , I ' ve heard , and 
they put them with the urine [word fairly rare compared to chamber Zye ] and 
Bearts CoZogne .  They say that holds them [you ] under their control , and get 
all your money , and j es '  give everything you ' ve got up to that person . [ El iz
abeth City , (438) , 556 : 6 . ]  

13402 . Take it an ' j is '  t ' row it all aroun ' yah house - j is '  de chambah 
� - to have yeh good luck . [Wilmington 209 : 5+85 . ]  

13403 . Stop that [urine ] up and put in tree and that would kill yuh too . 
[Bew Orleans 1366 : 6 . ] 
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13404 . [Put ] urinate [ urine ] and salt in [ alcohol ic ] liquor to stop drunk-
ard . [Memphis 155 3 : 2 . ] 

---13405 . Well , now , fo ' 
lost sompin from de house 

' nins tan ' , if a thief had been to yo ' home an ' yo ' has 
or dey stolen anything , yo ' go an ' cut chew three 

WAGON WHEEL : TAKE 3 SPLINTERS FROM PLACE OF THEFT 
REMOVE WAGON WHEEL - PUT 3 SPLINTERS IN HUB - RESTORE 
WHEEL - WHILE SLOWLY TURNING WHEEL BACK TO YOU - SAY 
THIEF! THIEF! THIEF! BRING BACK THE STOLEN GOODS • • •  

AS SURE AS DE VIRGIN MARY SHALL NOT BRING FORTH 
ANOTHER SON NAMED JESUS� YO ' SHALL BRING BACK DE 
STOLEN GOODS - ORIGINAL SURELY FROM A HOODOO MANUAL 

splinters off  de do ' -
de do ' facin '  or de win
dow facin ' or from de 
vehicle or wherevah yo ' 
lost it from . Yo ' take 
de wagon wheel an ' take 
de nut off  it [ axle ] an ' 
put dose three splinters 
in dere [ the hub ! ] an ' 

put de wheel back on , an ' put de nut back on it [ axle ] an ' den yo ' turn de wheel 
slower . Yo ' say to de thief , "Thief , thief , bring back de stolen goods , "  whut 
chew ' ve lost  from de house an ' . But chew turns [wheel ] gradually . Yo ' call his 
name three times , "Thief , thief , thief , bring back de stolen , "  whut chew ' ve 
los t  from de house , but chew still turnin ' - turn slow .  Don ' let de wheel s top , 
j es '  gradually turn until yo ' git through talkin ' . An ' den on de las t , yo ' tell 
de thief , "Thief , bring back de stolen goods , "  dat chew have lost  from de house . 
An '  as shuah as de Virgin Mary shall not bring forth another son named Jesus , 
yo ' shall bring back de stolen goods . "  [ Brunswick, Ga . , (just before informant 
1240 ) , 2106 : 6 . ] 

13406 . All right , fus t 
wanted me , well it ' s  quite 

of all if ah would leave town and dat lady , if she 
nachural if ah was round dere , dere was a certain 

WAGON WHEEL : WOMAN TAKES 3 SPLINTERS FROM DOOR MAN 
HAD TOUCHED IN HER HOUSE - PUTS THEM IN WAGON WHEEL 
TAKEN OFF AXLE - ROLLS WHEEL 3 TIMES TOWARD HER 
RESTORES WHEEL TO WAGON - MAN WILL RETURN IN 7 DAYS 

door dat ah would go 
through .  First of  all ah 
would take three splinters 
from dat and take dose 
splinters an ' place dem in 
a wagon wheel an ' turn it 

over three times , an ' den put de wheel back on de wagon . Well you [ I ]  will re
turn but ' course it wouldn ' t  be in a stated time , but yo ' [ I ]  would be back not 
lak today or tomorrow ,  you [ I ]  would be  back within a week [ seven days ] .  

(Which way would she turn that wagon wheel? )  
Turn it right . Case yo ' don ' t  know whut ah mean , yo ' turn it forward . 
(Turn it toward me or  turn it back toward her? ) 
Toward her . 
(That means these splinters she took from the door she puts in the wagon 

wheel and then she turns it toward her? ) 
Yes . [ S t . Petersburg , Fla . , ( 9 7 9) , 1586 : 10 . ] 
13407 . Yo ' kin take a man ' s wagon wheel if it ' s  loose , an ' if yo ' want him 

tuh roll - want de man tub roll  - if his wagon wheel is on a t ire - when it ' s  

WAGON WHEEL : WOMAN USES SOME OF MAN ' S  FOOT TRACK 
AND INDIAN TURNIP IN WAGON WHEEL TO ROLL HIM AWAY 

loose - git some of  his 
[ foo t ]  track an ' j es '  carry 
it an ' git it in dere , but 
yo '  mus ' have some of dat 

Indian turnip wit it . Put it in dere , underneat '  dat rim ,  but fix dat rim in 
de tire . Or yo ' kin fix " it anywhere roun ' de wagon - anywhere . 

(What will he do then? ) 
Well , he ' ll quit mes sin '  wit chew . 
(Make him move off ? )  
Yeah , make h im  roll off , he ' ll quit messin '  wit chew . [ Evidently a woman 
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here gets rid of  a man . ]  [ Sumter , S .  Car . , (1361 ) , 2400 : 7 . ]  
13408 . Lak ah tell yo ' ,  yo ' take de sole [ insole ] o f  a woman ' s shoes or a 

man ' s shoes . See . Fo ' instance if yo ' don ' put it on de outs ide where de peo

PUT INSOLE OF VICTIM ' S SHOE INSIDE OF WAGON WHEEL 
ROLL IT - GIVES HIM ROLLIN ' MIND - STAYS NOWHERE 

ple would see , but yo ' would 
take it on de inside an ' as 
dat wagon wheel roll , dat
away , j es '  de same way dere 

mind will go - keep ' em with a ro Uin ' mind. Dey would be in New Orleans today 

an ' somepin would turn dem , dey git in a bad humor tuh go tuh Memphis , an ' from 
dere tuh Arkansas , an ' j es '  keep ' em always on tuh rovin ' . S ee . [New Orleans , 

WORN SOCK OR STOCKING INSERT INTO WAGON WHEEL HUB 
TURN WHEEL BACKWARDS SLOWLY 3 TIMES TO SEND AWAY 

La . , (1560) , 2856 : 4 . ] 
13409 . Yo ' take a sock dat 

a man or woman worn , an ' in
sert it in dat wagon wheel -

j es '  pull it off  de axle an ' set it  in dat wagon wheel . 
(You insert it in the hub . ) 
An ' yo ' put it back on dere an ' turn de wheel backwards slowly an ' he ' ll • • •  

yo ' turn it backwards ,  three times backwards .  
(That will send him away . ) [ Brunswick ,  Ga . , ( 1174) , 1 982 : 8 . ] 
13410 . If somebody left  home an ' chew wanta bring dem back - yo ' dunno why 

dey left an ' yo ' wanta bring ' em back . Yo ' ll go out to a lot an ' dey have wag

WHILE BOILING VICTIM ' S SHOE - ROLL WAGON WHEEL BACK 
AND FORTH AND PERSON WILL RETURN - INTENTION IS ALL 

ons , yo ' know , an ' dey let 
chure wagon stand , yo ' 
know, stand in de lot . 
Git de wheel an ' rock it 

backwards an ' farwards an ' den yo ' git a shoe dey wear an ' yo ' put it on , have 
it bo ilin '  about dat t ime , a few hours , while yo ' do dat an ' dey ' ll come back . 

(You have this shoe boiling while you are turning that wagon wheel? )  
Yes . 
(You don ' t  say anything? ) 
No , yo ' j es '  put it on an ' let it boil , yo ' know, j es '  lak ' suppos in ' yo ' go

in ' cook dinnah . Have it all cookin ' , put chure fire , an ' turn it [wheel ] an ' 
she ' ll come back . 

(Either shoe or both of  them? ) 
Yassuh .  [ Good answer to  a useless question ! ] [ Fayetteville , N .  Car . , 

(1435 ) , 2600 : 6 . ] 
13411 . Well , in case ah wuz makin ' love or had made love with a woman , ah 

kin tell dat ah guess . Ah starts at de house an ' ah stump mah left foot befo ' 

WALKING : STUMPING TOES OR MEETING BLACK CAT 
ah git dere . Ah ' ll go right on 
an ' ah says , "Why do ah stump mah 
lef t foot?" Ah say dat in mah 

aind . See . When ah git dere ah f ind othah troubles . Ah find some othah man 
is seekin ' tuh cut off mah progress  an ' probably he will be dere when ah git 
dere , an ' ah can ' t git tuh carry out mah aims , an ' so on . Dat ' s  de sign of 
stump in ' mah left foot ' fore ah git dere . An ' now if ah stump mah right foot 
in de same direction , everything is in de cleah . 

Or , in going tuh a place in de mannah • • •  [ I  interrupt ] .  
(If  you are going to see a woman? ) 
Yessuh , in de same mannah , ah meets  a cat an ' dat cat runs out from dat s ide 

of de road from de left going tuh de right , an ' ah cut him off  before he git 
clean cross  de street or de road an ' he turns back . Now, dat mah greates t enemy 
if ah wuz right-handed . 

Dese are experiences ah ' m  tellin ' yo ' now, suh . 
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Well , ah go an ' ah find mah success great . [Fayetteville , N .  Car . , (1408) , 
25 91 : 11 . ] 

13412 . Yo ' go tuh a tree , on de west  
twin walnut - dat ' s  two growin ' togethah 

side of  a walnut tree an ' git chew a 
yo ' know. Git chew a twin walnut an ' 

WALNUT TREE : GO TO WEST SIDE OF - PICK A TWIN WALNUT 
A DOUBLE WALNUT - DO NOT SEPARATE - CUT BRANCH FROM 
TREE - PUSH LARGE NEEDLE ONCE SO THAT IT PASSES 
THROUGH HULL OR SOFT COVERING OF BOTH - THEN TURN 
DOUBLE WALNUT OVER SO THAT NEEDLE CAN BE THRUST 
THROUGH IN OPPOSITE DIRECTION - YOU HAVE MADE AN "X" 
OR CROSS - BREAK WALNUTS APART - RUN STRING THROUGH 
NEEDLE HOLES - WEAR ONE TIED IN FRONT AND OTHER TIED 
IN BACK - NEVER REMOVE EXCEPT WHEN BATHING - WHAT 
ABOUT SLEEPING? ANYTHING DAT CHEW ASK FO ' YO ' KIN 
GIT IT - PROTECTED BY : CROSS - STEEL NEEDLE - SELF 

don ' t break de walnuts  
off , break de  limb an ' 
take yo ' a brand-new 
ovahsize needle an ' shove 
a hole through it dis way 
[ demons trates ] an ' den 
turn it on its side an ' 
shove a hole through it 
dataway . Den yo ' run a 
string through it an ' 
put one heah [ demonstrate� 
an ' one behin ' yo ' heah 
[ demons trates ] .  An '  any-

thing dat chew ask fo ' ,  yo ' kin git it , but yo ' gotta weah ' em on yo ' .  Yo ' 
cain ' t take ' em off . When yo ' bathe yo ' take ' em off , dat ' s  de onliest time . 
But when yo ' git through bathin ' , yo ' puts ' em right back on yo ' an ' yo ' wash 
' em tuh church or anywhere yo ' go . Yo ' gotta carry ' em with yo ' , got ta keep 
' em on yo ' . 

(You have a twin walnut in front and a twin walnut behind? ) 
No , yo ' breaks de twins a-loose .  
(Oh , one in front and one behind? ) 
Yo ' break ' em a-loo se . [New Orleans , La . , ( 1566 ) , 2871 : 3 . ] 
1341 3 .  They say you can put some kind of  powder on you - call i t  war powdeP 

war wateP. They say you can put that down there at their door . See , you wait 

WAR WATER AT DOOR - CONFUSION INSIDE - THEY MOVE 
until they come out and after 
they come out you put that 
down there at their door . 

And when they go back in , well they will create trouble . Seems their husband 
and them will s tart to f ight and then their minds be all upsetted and they don ' t 
stay at that house no more . They moves away , you see . That ' s  how you do to get 
rid of them .  [New Orleans , La . , ( 783) , 1084 : 7 . ] 

13414 . I have heard and they said they would take and put such as war wateP 
to make you - to disturb you , see . They say they sprinkle that around your door 

CONFUSION AND MOVING CAUSED BY WAR WATER AT DOOR 
and that ' ll up set your mind 
so or somepin of the kind , if 
you walk over it ; that if you 

step in it , you walk it all through the house and everybody in there would get 
upset . And that ' ll worry them and get them all upset , their mind all upset , so 
they ' ll leave you - leave the house . [ This informant , 35 persons after informant 
in preceding rite , shows present rite a common one in New Orleans . ]  [New Orleans 
La . , ( 848) , 1309 : 2 . ] 

13415 . War powdeP - go to 
mean] some waP wateP , and you 

the drug store [ and get ] some war wateP powdeP , [ I  
go and sprinkle that around the door every morning 

WAR WATER AT DOOR EVERY DAY BEFORE SUNRISE MOVES 
before day , before the sun 
ris e .  You sprinkle that 

will get them away from there . 
Orleans , La. , ( 7 96 ) , 1109 : 4 . ] 

around the door . And that 
They tell me they cannot live there . [New 

13416 . Well , they gets that waP wateP and stop it up in a bottle and throw 
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it over in your yard . Well , dat break up peace in de home . 
(This war water. ) 

BOTTLED WAR WATER INTO YARD - BREAK UP PEACE Quite natural bottles lays around 
in de yard and gits fulla water 

sometimes . Yo ' ll never know what that bottle means . [Mobile , Ala . , (? ) , 969 : 5 .] 

BOTTLE WAR WATER & WAR POWDER - BREAK AT DOOR MOVES 
1341 7 . They take z.mo pOtcJ
ders an ' war water. You 
git it from the drug store . 

An '  take this bottle an ' put it in . Go in front of  their house an ' throw it an '  
break it . Well , it make ' em move . [New Orleans , La . , ( 7 87) , 1097 : 2 . ] 

13418 .  If  yo ' want s tub make a person move lak dat , well yo ' go  an ' buy some 
war watah. Yo ' understan ' , dat war watah , an ' yo ' pass in front of  de do ' lak 

THROW BOTTLED WAR WATER ACROSS ROOF AND WISH TO MOVE 
MERELY TO BREAK AT DOOR CAUSES A DISTURBANCE ONLY 

if yo ' had tub pass in 
front of de do ' ,  an ' if 
yo ' have tub throw de 

yo ' make yore wish.  If yo ' j is '  break de bo ttle 
yore wish , why yo ' could break ' em up an ' make a 
an ' de house would be upsetted . Yo ' could upset 
(15 86 ) , 2865 : 3 . ] 

bottle across de house , 
in front of  de house an ' make 
big disturbance .  Make ' em move 
de home . [Algiers , La . ,  

13419 . If  yo ' wanta make me move . All right . Well you get some war water. 
All right . You take that and you put that in some water - half a bucket of  

WAR WATER DILUTED IN 1 / 2  BUCKET OF  WATER AT STEPS MOVES 
water - not too much . 
Well , you don ' t have 
to put it in the house 

nowheres , but put it around on the steps . [New Orleans , La . , (884) , 1457 : 2 . ] 
13420 . Well , they have war water . See , you get a small bottle o f  war water 

and sprinkle it wherever this - j es '  like if a person is - you is close neigh

SMALL BOTTLE OF WAR WATER IN NEIGHBORS SCRUB WATER 
BREAKS THEM UP WITH FIGHT S - BRINGS IN THE POLICE 

bors to them, you can put 
it in their scrub water , 
you know, when you see them 
mopp ing or anything like 

that . You kin put it in their scrub water . If not , you can take war water and 
j es '  sprinkle it around that house and the police will come there and they ' ll 
have all kinds of  confusion - they j es '  be fight ing all the t ime , will soon 
break up . 

( I  see . 
13421 . 

This man and woman . )  [New Orleans , La . , (842) , 127 8 : 3 . ] 
That war water , that confusion in the house . See , I would go by the 

house at night , understand , w ' ilst  they be sleepin ' . Understand that? An ' I 

SPRINKLE HOUSE 3 NIGHTS WITH WAR WATER - VICTIMS MOVE 
would sprinkle this 
house . [ Good heavens ! 
don ' t get any of that on 

you , all materials in hoodoo are dangerous .  See many places . ]  Jis ' like if I 
sprinklin ' the house I wouldn ' t  say nothin ' . [Does this mean s ilence is a part 
of the rite or  informant would not tell victims he was spr inkling them! ] 
Sprinkle the house fer 3 days . See , I come out late hours at night . Then 
they ' ll have to move . [New Orleans , La . , (853) , 1344 : 1 . ] 

13422 . [To make people ] get out of a house ,  you have to use war water , dirt 
dauber nest , Epsom salts and oil of lavender . 

(Oil of  lavender? ) 
Yes . [Long pause . ] 
(Yes? ) [Cont inue . ]  
And yo ' pound it all together like a flour , and you ' ll sprinkle it at the 
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WAR WATER - DIRT DAUBER NEST - EPSOM SALT - OIL OF 
LAVENDER: THESE MAKE PEOPLE MOVE OUT OF HOUSE - IF 
SPRINKLED AT FRONT DOOR OR GATE - EPSOM SALT WORKS 
BOWELS - "WAR WATER" MAKES THEM RESTLESS - OIL OF 
LA VENDER GETS THEIR MIND - SOFTEN HIM • • .  INNER MAN 
SPIRITUAL PART • • •  HA VE TO GO • • •  SLIDE OR • • •  BE RUN OFF 
PUT OIL INTO ANYTHING TO SLIP [AWAY ] - DIRT DAUBER 
NEST . • •  IS A SORT OF GROUND • • •  WHERE YOU WOULD GO YOU 
COULD NOT STAND • • .  VAN VAN IN THERE • • •  PERSON IN TROUBLE 
ALL THIS IS PART OF MAKING PEOPLE MOVE FROM HOUSE 

front door and in the 
gate . 
( In what ? )  
You sprinkle it at the 
front door and in the 
gate . 
(And the gate . All 
right . )  
That would ups tir the 
mind o f  a person . Just 
like Ep som salts works 

would work in among them people . WaP lJater makes 
your bowels , so it 

them restless in th t place . 
You see . 

(Yes . )  
O il of  lavender will get their mind . 
(Tho se are herbs? ) 
Yeah . 
(Now , what will the oil o f  lavender do? ) 
The o il o f  lavender it ' ll so ften him - the inner , the inner man , the spirit

ual part of that person . That you could - you would have to go . You would 
slide or either you would be r n off . You may put oil  int o  anything to slip 
[ away ] - you run o ff from that person . You understand . 

(Now , what else did you put into that thing? ) 
Dirt dauber nes t .  
(What would that do? ) 
Dirt dauber nest  is a part of  ground . 
(Yes ? )  
I t  may b e  made with lime , but you kin put that person to drift and you got 

nobody to • • •  j is '  like you see the dirt dauber goin ' gnawin ' -gnawin ' .  In certain 
places , that part of  your track where you put it - where you would go , you 
could not stand . 

(That would make me move out o f  that house? ) 
Yes , s ir .  
(What else did you put in that mixture? )  
Epsom salt , o il o f  lavender , dirt dauber ' s  nest , and war water. 
(Anything else go in it ? ) 
Yeah , you could put van-van in that , but if you put van-van in there , you 

liable to put that person in trouble . They liable to get into the hand of the 
law .  

(I see , I see . ) 
That only a part o f  making them move . 
{ I  see . I understand . )  [New Orleans , La . , (863) , 1382 : 1 . ] 
1342 3 .  All r ight , they ' d get that Wa!' water powder . 
(WaP water powder? ) 
Yeah , war lJater powder . 
(All right . )  
And put it  underneath the sole o f  your shoe , that inner sole within your shoe . 

And you feet have to sweat - if you feet don ' t sweat , it don ' t do you anything . 
(And what if your feet sweat? ) 

WAR WATER POWDER - UNDER INSOLE - FEET SWELL If the feet sweat , it swell all up . 
(I see . The feet will swell up . )  

[Cripples a person . ] [New Orleans , La . , (884 ) , 145 7 : 6 . ]  
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13424 . There ' s  many things you can do with your socks and there ' s  bad 
things . 

(Well , suppose you tell me the bad things f irst . )  
The bad things firs t . Well , yo ' can take a man ' s sock an ' take , put war 

water in it , and write his name and perhaps a woman ' s name , and bury that , and 
it will cause them to 

MAN ' S  SOCK - WAR WATER IN - HIS NAME - MAYBE WOMAN ' S  
NAME - BURY - AWFUL FUSS - DRAG SICK LONG AS BURIED 

have terrible disturbance, 
too . That ' ll make awful 
fuss and disturbance . 

Cause them to drag sick along , 
( 82 0) , 1232 : 9 . ] 

long as that sock is buried . [New Orleans , La . , 

13425 . And I wouldn ' t  want you in 
drug store and get you what they call 

that place . You kin go to the [ hoodoo ] 
some war water and take that bottle and 

bust that bottle in front 
I BREAK BOTTLE OF WAR WATER IN FRONT OF YOUR HOUSE 
THEN I BURY BEHIND YOUR HOUSE YOUR NAME IN SALT 
IN LESS THAN 9 DAYS OWNER OF HOUSE WILL PUT YOU OUT 

o f  your place , not mine , 
in front o f  your place . 
And in busting that bot
tle , come back and take 

your name and some salt and bury it right 
of your place . 

behind your p lace - right at the back 

(Your own house , now , not the hosue of the person you want to move , but be-
hind your house . ) 

No , behind your house . S ee ,  I wanta move you . 
(Oh ,  you ' re moving me? )  

Yes . 
(And you throw this water in front of my house . Now , you are go ing to bury 

my name in salt at the back of my house . )  
At the back of  your house , see . When that salt  is  buried , in less than 9 

days you ' ll be out of  there . 
(I  see . ) [New Orleans , La . , (882) , 1453 : 1 . ] 
13426 . I ' ve hearn it like this : if you had a neighbor and you couldn ' t get 

along , see . You would take and get you - if you wanted them to move , you under
stand , why you could make a quarrel between the p eop le in the house an ' that 
would cause the landlord to put them out , see . Well , you would use an egg . You 

SALT - SCATTER AT THE 4 CORNERS OF THE HOUSE - NEXT 
SPRINKLE WAR WATER AT THE BACK DOOR - THEN ON BACK 
STEP S MAKE A CROSS OF SALT - THROW WAR WATER UNDER 
STEPS - AND LEAVE AT GATE A CROSS OF SALT ON GROUND 

could use salt or war 
water , see . 
(Just how would you use 
these , now? )  
Well , now , you ' d take -
you ' d get - use the war 

water which the war water would be the best . 
you use either the powder or the water. 

(Well , exp lain the war water . ) 

See , there ' s  two things you use , 

Well , you take the war water and you would sprinkle that war water. You 
would use salt - salt makes  fuss anywhere . 

(How would you use that salt there? )  
You would take and you would sprinkle that salt at the four corners of the 

house and then you ' d  take this war water and as you - if you can enter into the 
place ,  j es '  in the alley . You don ' t  have to go in the house .  Like if - like I 
enter this door here . I would walk to the back door which would be the kitchen . 
If I could get to the kitchen , I would star t to sprinkle there .  

(You say you begin at the back door? ) 
At the back door ,  yes , sir . 
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(I see . Then what do you do? ) 
I 'm going to sprinkle this water , see . As I come out , I sprinkle the water , 

letting the water run out of my hand , as I ' m  coming out the door , j es ' as I ' m 
walking [demonstrates ] and the water ' s coming out . And , when I gets to the 
door , I takes salt and I cross it [make a cro ss with it ] right at the gate . And 
at the steps , I cross  [make another cross  at ] the s teps with salt . And under 
the s teps I j es '  take and I sprinkle war water , and I take salt and j es '  throw 
it thataway , see . That ' s  all you have to do , salt and that war water. I t ' ll 
sort of confuse ' em .  You can take salt and make a confusion any kind of way . 
Now, that would start a confusion in the house with the husband and wif e . If  
it ' s  the people you don ' t l ike , see , regardless of  who they are , if  it be the 
mother and the daughter , the mother and the son , then the people that  you would 
want to get out , why that would start a confusion .  Somebody would have to go . 
See . [New Orleans , La . , ( 832 ) , 1238 : 7 . ] 

1342 7 .  People generally use this s tuff they call war water. They use the 
powder called war water. There is a liquid called � water. Now you take that 

LIQUID WAR WATER AND POWDER WAR WATER MIX - MIX THIS 
WITH EPSOM SALT - TABLE SALT - COFFEE GROUNDS - THIS 
BEFORE DAY SPRINKLE IN SOMEONE ' S YARD - RACKET THERE 

and you form it into one 
[mix war water powder and 

war water liquid ] .  Then 
you take Epsom salts  and 
table salt and coffee 

grounds . Now, you make one package of  that , you see . Just like a fellah lives 
in that yard over there , you take that before day in the morning and you sprinkle 
it in the yard . In a couple of days they have a racket in the home , you under
s tand . [New Orleans , La . , (815 ) , 114 9 : 5 . ] 

1342 8 .  Kin you understand what I say , now? 
(I understand now. ) 
To make you move out of the house ,  you go and get 

war water and you sprinkle that . And then you go to 
some holy water , see [ and ] 
the graveyard , get some 

graveyard dus t ,  and you 
go and sprinkle it with 
black pepper and salt . 

WAR WATER - HOLY WATER - GRAVEYARD DIRT - BLACK PEPPER 
AND SALT - SPRINKLED FOR YOU TO WALK OVER - SOON 
YOU ' LL NOT FEEL WELL - SO�BODY 'S BEEN SPRINKLING � 
SCRUB WITH LYE AND YOUR URINE - NEXT MORNING REPEAT 
SINCE SOMEONE WANTS HOUSE BADLY - YOU DEC IDE TO MOVE 

And you sprinkle it all 
around the step and put 
it underneath the steps . 
I f  it got a brick there, 

you put it underneath that , where they can ' t see it . And when anyone can ' t see 
it , it ' s  more better . When you come down the steps  and walk away , you ' ll cross 
over it . See , when you cross  over it , then maybe you ' ll start to go black [no t  
feel well ]  and then you ' ll come back ' round and you ' ll start to  scrubbing - get 
some lye . You says , somebody 's been sprink�ing me . All right . You ' ll go and 
get some lye and your urinate , and take it and scrub that up . Well , the next 
morning , I ' ll go back and do the same . And when you do find it , you say , "Well , 
I ' m  going to move . Somebody is sprinkling ' round here . They mus t be wanting 
the house or something . "  And I done move out of the place . So that ' s  why I 

give it to ' em and that ' s  why I move . [New Orleans , La . , (826a) , 1207 : 4 . ] 
13429 . An ' den yo ' kin take a wasps ' nest an ' put it in a � p iece of  

cloth ,  homespun , an ' � it aroun ' yo ' .  Dat will make a �  come an ' s tay 
with yo ' , �  either give yo ' his money an ' all . [Fayetteville , (145 2 ) , 2648 : 5 . ] 

13430 . If you been triaked and have dese faint ing spells - any kind of 
spells been put on you . See , dere ' s  a way fer you to do - is fer you to go to 
de person dat you think put ' em on you . Speak to him about it . Well , you see 
him den and you tell him how you been triaked and all like dat . S ay ,  dey can ' t 
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look at you straight to save his life because he put it on yo ' . Den after yo ' 

WATER [RUNNING ] - IF YOU HAVE FAINTING SPELLS - HAVE 
BEEN TRICKED - GO TO SUSPECTED PERSON - IF HE OR SHE 
UNABLE TO LOOK YOU IN THE EYE - THAT I S  CULPRIT - GO 
TO SWIFT WATER - BOIL IT WITH CAYENNE PEPPER AND 
GINGER - THAT ' S  POWER - STRONG - TAKE TO CULPRIT ' S  
DOOR - WITH SALT - POUR LIQUID AT HIS STEPS - TURNS 
TRICK BACK ON CULPRIT AND HE GETS WHAT HE GAVE YOU 

git dat , den you go to 
swift water , ah ' ve been 
told . And git dat swift 
water and bring it back 
and boil it and put cayen
ne pepper in it . See , 
cayenne pepper and ginger . 
See , dat ' s  power - dat ' s  
strong . See , dat have a 

great odor to it . Take dat and boil it and salt , an ' carry it to his doorstep s  
an ' yo ' kin take yore time . Let i t  b e  ' way in d e  night , way about twelve o r  one 
clock an ' pour it at his doorstep . An ' it will turn de trick right back on it . 
Yo ' ll git well and it will go right back on him .  [Washington , D . C . , ( 638) , 
827 : 2 . ] 

13431 . Jes ' lak yo ' may have 
place , an ' yo ' want ' em tub come 

people in New York or othah foreign distance 
home or yo ' want tub see ' em .  Yo ' take a clean 

WATER :  AT MIDNIGHT HAVE ON TABLE CLEAN GLASS FULL OF 
WATER - BEHIND THIS  SET A LIGHTED LAMP WITH PLAIN 
SHADE - AT MIDNIGHT YOU CALL ABSENT PERSON ' S  NAME : 
JOHNJ COME HOMEJ I WANT TO SEE YOU - DO THIS  3 TIMES 
JOHN APPEARS IN WATER [FOR HYDROMANCY SEE WATER p . 215 ] 

watah glass an ' yo ' 
full dat glass wit 
watah an ' yo ' take 
dat , glas s right be
bin ' de lamp - see . 
Dat lamp should be 
shaded very plain -

no flowah or nuthin ' , j es '  a plain white shade , yo '  know , a plain glas s .  Jes ' 
have it clean .  Yo ' know , sterilize it so yo ' kin see through it . An '  have dat 
glass full of watah , an ' yore lamp shade is clean so yo ' kin see through dat . 
Den yo ' take a lookin ' glass an ' put behin ' dat watah , understan ' . An '  yo ' j es '  
always say , "Come home . "  Call dem by dere name , "Come home , come home . Ah 
vants tub see yo ' ,  ah wants tub see yo ' . " An '  dey ' ll appeah right in dat watah 
behin ' dat lookin ' glass . Ah 'm  tell in '  yo ' dem things , ah ' ve done it mahself . 

(The lamp is lighted? ) 
Yessuh , gotta be l ight . An ' do it midnight in de night . [ Sumter , S .  Car . , 

(1343) , 2326 : 9 . ] 
13432 . Take fo ' ins tance if yo ' 

an '  yo ' done a misdemeanor ,  an ' yo ' 
married an ' yo ' go out without yore wife , 
tave a tendency to talk in yore sleep . 

W&TER - HAND HELD IN - SLEEPER TALKS IN SLEEP 
Well , if you have done anything , 
well when yo ' go to sleep an '  
begin snoring , Why s he  kitt. put 

chure hand in a cold pan of water an ' everything that chew have done , you ' ll 
tell it . [ S t . Petersburg , Fla . , ( ? ) , 158 9 : 2 . ] 

13433 . Take a glass wit some watah in it an ' yore wife is sleepin ' . Jes ' 
stick her finger down in it an ' she tell yo ' everything , every place she been , 
she ' ll tell yo ' .  But chew can ' t keep it too long , ' cause she ' ll die . 

SLEEPER ' S  HAND IN WATER TO HEAR SECRETS CAN KILL HIM 
(Why would she die if you 
keep it too long? ) 
Ah don ' t know. Dat take 

her nerve or take her breath away , but long as she sleepin ' yo ' kin go dere . 
But if yo ' ain ' t [ careful ] when yo ' git it from her , she liable tub go off [ die] . 
[Florence , S .  Car . , (12 91) , 2190 : 14 . ] 

13434 . An ' if a person ' sleep an ' be layin ' in de bed an ' yo ' want ' em tub 
talk tub yuh , yo ' git chew a pan of  watah an ' put dere han ' in it . Jes ' put 
down dere fingahs down in de watah an ' dey ' ll tell yo '  j es '  whut dey done durin ' 
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dat day . Dey talk in dere sleep . But if de wind would change de time dey got 
dere han ' in dere , well it would kill ' em .  

WHILE HOLDING SLEEPER ' S  HAND IN WATER FOR SECRETS 
IF THE WIND SUDDENLY CHANGES - SLEEPER WILL DIE 

(If  the wind outs ide would 
change it would kill them? ) 
It  would kill ' em .  [My only 
example of this belief . 

Presumably sp irit of sleeping person 
A sudden change in the wind prevents 

to recall scenes  of  day must  revisit them. 
him from returning to his body . ] [ Sumter , 

S .  Car . , ( 1364) , 2408 : la . ] 
13435 . If a woman take your underwear or 

spring [ running water ] - see , steal anything 
anything closely , an ' take it to a 
l ike the linin ' out of  yer hat , 

IF A WOMAN STEALS A PIECE OF CLOTHES FROM MAN AND 
WASHES IT IN A SPRING - RUNNING WATER - WEARS IT 
CLOSE TO HER - HE WILL ALWAYS HAVE A RAMBLING MIND 

anything like that - an ' 
wash it in spring water , 
you ' ll have a wonderin ' 
[wandering ] an ' a ramblin ' 
mind . An ' keep it close to 

her body at all times - sich as to put it on a belt an ' wear it aroun ' her 
waist - an ' that would ca zhoo [ cause you ] to have a wonderin ' [wandering ] mind . 
[ Richmond , Va . , ( 356) , 295 : 7+85 . ]  

13436 . Ah ' ve heard dat yo ' kin go to a 
watah - where [ there is ] a runnin ' creek -

creek an ' git some of  a creek ' s 
an ' git some of  de watah an ' bring 

WATER FROM CREEK = RUNNING WATER : BOIL IN IT JOHN DE 
CONKAH ROOT - SPRINKLE IN PERSON ' S  YARD - MOVES HIM 

it back an ' sprinkle it 
in de yard . Jes ' po ' it 
round in de yard but in 
po ' in '  dat watah round 

in de yard , yo ' gotta git some of dis heah John de Conkah . An ' take an ' boil 
dat watah good an ' boil dat John de Conkah an ' sprinkle it all round yore yard . 
An '  dat ' s tuh make any man or woman move . Move them outa de house . 

(Why do they use running water? )  
Ah don ' t know. Ah always heah people talkin ' an ' ah have used it mahself . 
[Answer to my quest ion ; run you away like running water . ]  [ Brunswick , Ga . , 

(1188) , 2003 : 4 . ] 
1343 7 . [Here is a 

do things to you like 
simple , unusual and probably rare rite : ] "If  some people 
that , an ' you in bad luck an ' things like that , well the 

WATER IN CLEAR POND - WALK ACROSS - CHANGE LUCK - RARE 
best thing to do is to 
walk acrost a pond - a 
pond where clear water 

at . You go acrost  that pond an ' it will change your luck . " [This of  course is 
a substitute for running water , the reason for the insistance on clear water . 
One hears little about ponds in HOODOO , I was not seeking general folklore . ]  
[Richmond , Va . , (361) , 29 6 : 3 . 85 . ] 

13438 . They say if you git to the thing that they have put down fer you and 
throw it in running water , it will turn back on de one that put it down fer you .  
[Richmond 374 : 8 . ] 

13439 . They say cross  water . That ' s  the only way to get rid of a spell . 
[Fredericksburg , Informant 73 , by Ediphone . ]  

13440 . If  you have a win [wen ] , you might have a win on yah - course I j is '  
tellin '  yah . When you have a win on yah , you kin take a dead man or a dead wo
man ' s hand , an ' j es '  take they hand after they done died an ' layin ' there , an ' 
do it like this [ demonstrates by rubbing imaginary wen ] 9 times . That goes 
right away . [Richmond (404 , Humpadee , female root  doctor) , 35 9 : 6 . ] 

-

13441 . Such things as dat tuh make dem bear , but ah hadn ' t seed dat . 
(How do you mean he used to whip them to make them bear? ) 
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WHIPPING PLANTS TO MAKE THEM BEAR FRUIT 
Well , yo ' take a bush lak dat dat 
wuzn ' t fruit in ' right , well yo ' j es '  
go dere an ' j es '  beat it about , yo ' 

know, ' bout de time it ' s  buddin ' out 
things lak dat . Dey say dat make de 
Car . , (1372) , 2430 : 8 . ] 

yo ' know - de berry bushes , grapevine an ' 
fruit tuh not grow so fas t .  [ Sumter , S .  

13442 . If yo ' got okra dat won ' bear , yo ' 
mawnin ' an ' go dere an ' whip dat bush lightly 

j es '  take yo ' a switch every 
an ' it s tart tuh bearin ' j es '  lak 

any othah bush . 
WHIP OKRA PLANT TO MAKE IT BEAR 

EMPTY SIFTER TURNED OVER PLANT MAKES IT BEAR 
(That okra is the same thing as 
gumbo , isn ' t  it? ) 

the plant , gumbo in the U . S . A .  usually means 
(That is to make the thing bear? ) 

[The two Afr ican words refer to 
a cooked product . ]  

Yes . 
[ Informant now gives ano ther method for making okra hear . ] 
Yo ' kin take a sifter an ' go out dere an ' yo ' sift  it ovah de okra lak dat , 

an ' if it won ' t bear , it will s tart bearin ' . 
(Do you put anything in the sifter or j us t  the emp ty sifter? ) 
Jes ' de empty sifter . [ Sumter , S .  Car . , (1365) , 2409 : 12 . ] 
13443 . Well ,  yo ' j es '  take any kinda switch an ' whup okrey [ okra ] stock . 

Yo ' know whut okrey is . Whup dat okery stock an ' dat ' ll make it bear okrey . 

IF PERSON MAKES YOU VIOLENTLY ANGRY - WHIP HIM OR HER 
WITH GRAPEVINE THAT HAS NEVER BORN GRAPES 

THAT PERSON WILL BECOME AMBITIONLESS - WALK BAREFOOT 

[Fayetteville 2516 : 14 . ] 
13444 . If  you got mad 
wit somebody , git you a 
grapevine , one that ' s  
never beared grapes , and 

twist that vine and go whip that person . 
won ' t be nothin , won ' t be nothin no more . 

(A tame grapevine or a wild one? ) 

They say she ' ll j ust  come to nothin -

No , this is one - you know some tame grapes don ' t bear fruit . 
(Now, how do you mean , you twist it? ) 
You j ust  take the two branches • • •  [ demonstrates ] .  
(Oh , I see . ) 
And twis t it over • • •  [ continues demonstration ] .  
(And then you whip them with that ? )  
Yes . 
(And after that this person is no good at all . )  
They ' ll be no good . 
(Well , how do you mean , "no good" - j ust  sort of  lost  their spirit or ambi

tion or what? ) 
No amb ition or nothin , j ust  walk de street barefooted , and • • •  [Petersburg , 

Va . , (443) , 415 : 2 . ] 
13445 . Yo ' kin take a rattan s tick ,  j es '  

yo ' or somepin an ' wuz doin ' some things fo ' 
lak a person wuz workin ' against 
yo ' or yore enemy , yo ' ketch ' em 

WHIP WITH RATTAN STICK PERSON WORKING AGAINST YOU 
HE WILL LOSE ALL OF HIS POWER 

out , an ' take a rattan 
[walking? ]  stick an ' whip 
him an ' dat ' ll make him lo se 
all his power . He cain ' t do 

nuthin . [ Surely working 
Tenn . , (1452) , 2 79 1 : 3 . ] 

against yo ' includes trying to hoodoo you . ] [Memphis , 

13446 . Dey say dat ' s  [whirlwind 
his wife around his stomach [around 

is ] a spirit . 
a stump? ] .  

Dat j es '  de devil whipping 
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Revah hear of  ' em doin ' anything wit dat . [ Sumter (1365)  2412 : 11 . ] 
1344 7 .  Take a horseshoe  an ' some sage leaves an ' a black cat bone an ' olive 

oil , an '  yo ' git some [whiskey ] .  
(What do you do with that? )  

Yo ' j es '  put it anywhere secretly aroun ' yore place of  business wherevah yo ' 
at [and saturate it ] .  

(You saturate it with what ? )  
Wit de whiskey , see . Dat supposed tuh keep i t  ' live an ' tuh ' tract dere 

attention , of people . It ' s  very attractive wit dat . 

WHISKEY : KEEPS ALIVE 4 INGREDIENTS USED TO BRING IN 
CUSTOMERS : HORSESHOE OVER DOOR - SAGE LEAVES - BLACK 
CAT BONE - OLIVE OIL - THESE SECRETLY ABOUT PLACE 

WILLOW TREE ROOT - GET ONE WHEN TREE BEGINS TO BLOOM 
PUT ROOT IN BOTTLE - POUR WHISKEY ON - ADD VICTIM ' S 
FOOT TRACK - SHAKE - PUT UNDER VICTIM ' S STEPS - SOME
WHERE HE CAN GET IT - THAT WILL RUN HIM OUT OF TOWN 

(If  you want to bring 
in customers? )  
Yes . [ Florence , S .  
Car . , (1295 ) , 2197 : 7 . ] 
13448 . Goin ' tuh a wil
low tree - when de tree 
first start tuh bloomin ' 
out - yo ' dig down an ' 
yo ' git one dem roots . 
When yo ' git de roots 
yo ' bring de roots back . 

Yo ' take dat roo t  an ' put it in a bottle an ' put some whiskey on it , an ' yo ' let 
dat stay in dere . Well , dat will run a person outa a house .  

(How do you do that? ) 
Yo ' take yo ' willow tree roots  an ' bring it back - bring it home - take it 

an ' put it in a bottle , a vial where yo ' kin po ' whiskey on it . An '  if yo ' kin 
git any of  de dirt where a person been walkin ' ovah - out de yard - put it right 
dere in de bottle too . Shake it an ' carry it right back dere an ' put it under 
de steps or either de gate - anywhere round dere - or if yo ' kin put it where 
dey kin git holt of it , an ' dat make ' em go ' way from town .  [Brunswick, Ga . , 
(1188) , 2004 : 7 . ] 

13449 . Well , now a persimmon - de persimmon ain ' t much good as dat . 
But de weepin ' willow tree , it ' s  mighty f ine fo ' luck. A weep in ' willow 

tree , is mighty lucky . 
(Well , how do you do that? ) 
Well ,  yo ' take dat an ' git s 

yo ' shake it dry , den yo ' j es '  
de leave of  it , de roots of it , an ' dry it . When 
put it in a bottle an ' set it up on de mantel

WEEPING WILLOW : DRY LEAVES AND ROOTS 
BOTTLE - TASTE ONCE A MONTH FOR LUCK 

p iece . About once a month yo ' take a 
taste of it . An ' ah declare hit ' ll bring 
luck in yore home fo ' hit shore brought 
it in mine . [ S ince the weeping willow 

is a tree of  
unusual , one 
known poison 

ill-omen and generally considered unlucky , our present rite is 
of defiance of fate , or one based upon contraries , or the well
kills poison doctrine . ]  [Brunswick , Ga . , (1217) , 2069 : 11 . ] 

WEEPING WILLOW: CROSS 2 SMALL PIECES OF AND TIE THEM 
TOGETHER WITH 2 LITTLE PIECES OF RED STRING - RED TO 
GIVE THEM LIFE - THEN NAIL THIS CROSS UNDER YOUR 
DOORSTEP WITH 2 SMALL NAILS [ SURELY NEW ] ONE NAIL IN 
EACH PIECE OF WILLOW - OR INSTEAD OF NAILING TIED 
CROSS - LAY IT ON THIN STRIP OF WOOD [PIECE OF CIGAR 
BOX) PLACE 2 NEW PENNIES ON OPPOSITE SIDES OF CROSS 
RAIL STRIP UNDER DOORSTEP FOR PROTECTION AND LUCK 

13450 . [As I hinted in 
the preceding rite , the 
use of weeping willow is 
rare and dangerous ,  and 
should be used by experts 
only . Here with Johnson , 
the elderly and delight
ful Indian-Negro root 
doctor of  Richmond , we 
are on safe ground . You 
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may recall he is the person who gave me a root I carried in my recording machine 
to the end ; not for luck but as a display p iece when occasion called for it . ]  

"You take two p ieces of  weepin ' willow an ' yo ' cross it [ the 2 pieces ] an ' 
tie two little red strings aroun ' it . [These 2 p ieces of string , red to give 
it life , hold the 2 pieces of willow in the form of a cross . ]  When you take 
two little , small nails , or two bran ' -new pennies are good [ to put with the 
cross ]  an ' tack it down under your doorstep an ' put a block on it . "  [Richmond , 
Va . , ( 385 ) , 333 : 6 . ] 

13451 . An '  j es '  lak a woman 
crabby an ' othah things , an ' if 

- quite natural a woman git ill sometime an '  
yo ' want her tuh stay ' way from yore house , yo ' 

WILLOW STRING ROOT : A ROOT THAT COILS LIKE THE COILS 
AT A DISTILLERY - PILE UP • • •  LAK A SNAKE - BURY ROOT 
UNDER DOORSTEP TO KEEP THI S WOMAN FROM HIS HOUSE 
SO EFFECTIVE IS THIS IMITATION SNAKE RITE - IF HE 
ASKS WOMAN BACK - SHE REFUSES - HAS BETTER HOME 
THE FORM OF ROOT - SNAKE - GUARDS INFORMANT ' S  DOOR 
A NOTE OF MINE LISTS INFORMANT AS GOOD ROOT DOCTOR 

go down an ' g it chew 
some willow string . Dat 
be ' s  a long branch - yo ' 
know , willow string 
root . Yo ' git de willow 
string root  an ' yo ' don ' t 
have tuh boil it . Yo ' 
dig it up . I t ' s  sorta 
like curls up , it ' s  a 

root j es '  crooked j es '  lak when yo ' make whiskey or somp in , j es '  lak a [ distill
ery ] worm, yo ' know, yo ' make whiskey , yo ' put sompin in de copper outfit . It  
j es '  bunch up , dat ' s de way it [ root ] do . An' yo ' take dat an ' j es '  let  three 
balls [ coils ] of it be ' s  runnin ' roun ' an ' roun ' one another , an ' it p ile up , 
yo ' know, sorta lak a snake . It crawl up , dat ' s  de way it do . An ' yo ' bury dat 
undah yore do ' steps , front do ' s teps , an ' she ' ll nevah stop dere ag ' in .  Dat will 
keep her away . Yo ' ll say to her , say , "Come back . " She say , "No ah got [a bet
ter place to live ] . "  [Fayetteville , N .  Car . , (1438) , 2607 : 3 . ] 

13452 . Yo ' kin take a willow tree an ' git some of de bark offa it an ' t ie it 
up in a pocket hans ' cuf f an ' give it to someone an ' dey ' ll follow yo ' an ' do 
anything yo ' ask ' em to . [Waycross  (1134)  1841 : 5 . ] 

13453 . If yo ' wanta make ' em  move out? Ah tell yo ' zactly whut ah do . Ah 
git some new sparkl in ' wine an ' put it in one dese little toy j ugs yo ' git out 

WINE : SPARKLING AND NEW IN TOY JUG - BEFORE DAY POUR 
IT OUT AT THEIR GATE SAYING : THREE NAMES , DE FATHERJ 
SONJ AN ' HOLY GHOST. VANISHED ! PERSON WITHIN LEAVES 

de ten-cent sto ' , an ' go 
right dah [ there ] befo ' 
day in de mawnin '  an ' 
where he have tuh come 
out de gate , an ' po ' it 

down an ' call on de : Three Names, de Fathah, Son an ' de HoZy Ghost. Vanished ! 
It won ' be long ' fo '  de ' re [ they are ] gone . 

(You - all you do is pour some new wine down? ) 
Git some new wine an ' put it in one dem new toy j ugs yo ' see dere . An '  den 

go dere ' fo '  day in de mawnin ' - don ' t let daylight ketch yo ' ,  an ' dey ' ll go on . 
[Brunswick, Ga . , (1223) , 207 7 : 7 . ] 

13454 . An '  if yo ' wants tuh g it rid of  him an ' don ' want him nowhere aroun ' , 
go git chew a bottle of  wine , black wine , an ' git chew a little j ar of  mustard -

WINE :  BOTTLE OF BLACK - HALF JAR OF MUSTARD - BEAT UNTIL 
MUSTARD INVISIBLE - THROW AFTER MAN - WILL NEVER RETURN 

g it chew half a j ar 
of  mustard . Take 
half a j ar o f  mus-
tard into de wine , a 

quart of wine or half a gallon of  wine ' card in '  tuh how yo ' wanta use it . Take 
dat mustard an ' beat it into dat wine lak dat , j es '  cont inually beat it , until 
it all go tuhgether an ' yo ' cain ' t see it - de mustard . Take an ' sprinkle dat 
when he leaves outa yore house ,  if he ' s  stayin ' dere yo ' know. An '  when he 
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leave out , j es '  sprinkle dat behin ' him an ' let him go . He ain ' t comin ' back . 
He cain ' t come back. [The wine lead s him out , the mustard keep s him away , and 
informant is marked ezcelZent. ] [Memphis , Tenn . , (1537 ) , 2 7 75 : 5 . ] 

13455 . An '  if ah have a enemy that ' s  botherin ' me , ah supposed tuh git - yo ' 
know somebody comin ' tuh me an ' j is '  bo therin ' me all de t ime an ' ah wanted tuh 

WINE : NEW JUG OF - INTO THIS POUR NEW JAR OF MUSTARD 
POUR MUTOBE OR DOORSTEP AT MIDNIGHT TO RUN ENEMY 
NEVER LEr �IC INGREDIENTS TOUCH YOU - DANGEROUS 

run ' em away . Ah kin 
run ' em at twelve a ' clock 
in de night . Ah ' d  buy me 
a j ug of  wine an ' put a 
dime j ar of  mustard in a 

j ug of viDe, an '  po ' that j ug of wine right at de hour of twelve a ' clock right 
at de do' step , but be sho ' [ sure ] not tuh let de wine , tetch me . [There are 
nu.berous warning s in HOODOO by profes sional worker s not to let any of  the in
gredien�s used touch you . ] [Memphis , Tenn . , ( 94 7 ) , 15 27 : 2 . ] 

WIRE :  HEW PINT OF SOUR ITALIAN WINE - BREAK AT GATE 
ap-QUARRELSOME FAMILY : "GOD DAMN YOU , GO" - THEY GO 

13456 . I ' ll go get me a 
p int of this here sour 
wine ,  the Ital ian wine . 
You go there to the gate 

and break it right at their 
in there without there be a 
quickly and mus t  repeat . ]  

gate . They come out there and fus s . Nobody kin go 
fus s , fus s .  What I ' d  do • • •  [ turn off  machine too 

(Nobody can rent that house? ) 
Nobody rent it . 
(Because there ' d  be a fuss in there . )  
Be a fuss all the time . 
(Do you sprinkle this bottle of  sour kind of wine? )  
No , j ust  break it , don ' t  sprinkle it . Just throw this bottle on the floor , 

say a bad word : "God damn , you go . "  So there ' ll be a fuss all the whole time . 
[Not on their floor but at their gate as at the beg inning of rite . ] [New Or
leans , La . , ( 8 7 7 ) , 1439 : 2 . ]  

1345 7 .  Dis puZ Zin ' bone in a chicken , yo '  take dat bone an ' yo ' do a lot ta 
different things wit dis bone . Yo ' take d is pu ZZin ' bone an ' keep it in yore 

WISHBONE OR PULLING BONE 
pocket an ' it gives yo ' good luck . Somet imes yo ' git 
a j ob or yo ' f ind money . An '  yo ' take dis pu Uin ' 
bone again an ' break it an '  stick it through de do ' 

at de f irst  man dat come in . Dat ' ll be yore husband . [ Wilson , N .  Car . , (1402 ) , 
2662 : 18 . ] 

1345 8 .  Wood l ice - yo ' take de wood lice an ' put it in watah unbeknows t tuh 
de o thah fellah an ' yo ' drink off it , yo ' all body ' ll be full [ of  l ice ] . [ Flor
ence 217 9 : 2 . ] 
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F I E LD WOR K  DUR I N G J UN E  AND J U LY 

[ Before you read these following original documents - the firs t one , ROBBIE 
MIFFIN , as human and precious as anything in HOODOO - please recover some o f  the 
attending circumstances and atmosphere by rereading the first two pages of the 
INTRODUCTION to volume 3 .  I have changed that order of interviews in CONT8NTS 
of volume 4 ,  the PROPHET WARKIEE SARHEED being too long and involved for a begin
ning sample . All interviews were taken down on cassettes , informants knowing 
their vo ices were being recorded and their words would be published . Three of 
them also knew their pictures would be published , those at the end of volume 3 .  
Cassettes used here have been preserved and will be deposited with the proper 
archive . ]  

ROBBIE MIFFIN 

[ 1 1Doctor Hyat t  - I wish everyone of  those who read this interview could hear 
the recording . This lady talks with such expression and seriousness that I some
times felt I was there in the car [ automobile ] at the time of interview . There 
is no doubt she believes every word she said to you . Your comments at end of 
interview are on page 20 [of  transcrip t ] .  I think it would help you remember 
this particular person if  you read the comments f irst . "  ( signed) Mrs . Harry 
Dyel . ]  

[Mrs . Harry Dyel transcribed these casset tes as well as double-spaced much of  
HOODOO. She and Mrs . Alfred F .  Pogge appear with me in illustration 4 at end of 
volume 3 . ] 

MIFFIN How do I start the story? 
HYATT (How do you s tart the story? Well suppose you were going to tell this 

story to almost  anyone - your children or someone that came in or something of  
that sort . ) 

MIFFIN How would I tell it • • •  this s tory • • •  
HYATT (I  must get the date down before I forget it . Now I ' ll say • • •  This is 

Sunday , June 7 ,  19 70 , and Mr . Cubby and I and Mrs . Robbie Miff in are sitting iD 
our car and she is go ing to tell me a story about one of her relatives who had 
a spell put on her . ) [Our aar is the gray Chevrolet seen in the illustratiODS 
of volume 3 . ] 

MIFFIN Let ' s git goin ' . 
HYATT (All right we will get going then . ) 
MIFFIN This is about two good frien ' s .  An ' mah cousin sta ' ted co 1 tia1 

[started courting ] this lady ' s  husban ' . An ' this lady f in ' out two .ant ' s  later 
tha ' she [ cousin ]  wus co ' t in '  ' er husban ' an ' she had dis spell put on ' er.  An '  
de spell wus dese snakes an ' some othah insex . Dat whut de dO� says. 

(How many years ago did this happen? ) 
Ooooh , Miz Carrie been dead - been about six yeahs now. Ro ,  it basn' t • • •  yeah , 

about s ix .  
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(I see . Where did this happen , by the way? ) 
This happen in Savannah , Georgia . 
(Oh , in Savannah , Georgia . ) 
She came down [ to Florida ] when she got sick. Dey sent ' er down here to see 

' er bro thah . 
(I see . )  

Den ' er brothah taken ' er from here to a Poot doatoP. 
(Where did he go to , do you know? ) 
I don ' t know where dey went - some part o '  Florida . 
( Some part o f  Florida . )  
Uh huh . An '  this main [man ] worked 

dey got some snakes an ' a lat ta insex . 
snake, as rough as de snake hide . An ' 
[ Children can be heard in background . ]  
den two mont ' s  time she died . 

(I  see . )  

on ' er an ' she went back 3 or 4 times 
An ' ' er skin it turnt as black as de 

all ' er hair , bald , completely bald . 
An '  den she got so desp ' rate an ' less  

But dey did git  dese snakes an ' things out , ' cause her brothah brought de 
j ars back wid dese things , yo ' know, in it . 

( I  see . Then what happened to the woman who put this • . .  ) 
Well , de woman taken sick two mont ' s  later an ' she died . 
(Now this is the woman who put this spell on this o ther woman? ) 

Uh huh . She got sick an ' died sho ' tly aftah mah cousin Carrie died . 
( I  see . Well when the brother took this woman there - this woman was your 

cousin wasn ' t she? ) 
Uh huh . 
(When he took her there , did the roo t doctor say anything when she came in 

or what? ) 

an ' 

[What some doatoPs say on first seeing you can be interesting : see CONSULTA
TION TECHNIQUE , pp . 3 0 7- 3 2 1 , v . l . ] 

Well she went back 2 or 3 t imes an ' he had to keep workin ' on ' er .  Yo ' know , 
to try to git it  all out of ' er .  But when they f in ' ly didn ' git it  all out of  
' er she had turnt so black an ' i t  had poisoned her through an ' through . An ' so  

�tal ' ' er he couldn ' t do her any mo ' good an ' she died sho ' tly aftah .  
( I  see . And what did you say about her skin? ) 
Her skin turnt as black an ' rough , j is '  like a snake . He said she had some-

thin ' like snakes ,  somethin ' out of  a poison snake into her system .  
(I  see . ) 
(Who turned the spell back on the woman? ) 
My cousin [husband o f  cousin , Carrie ] did , he had it turnt back on ' er .  
(Did the same root doctor do that or • • • ) 

No , not de same one , but de one she wus gain ' to down here gave her de s tuf f 
dey put back on ' er up dere . 

(Oh , I see . ) 
She had to go back to Savannah but af ter dey t aken her back up to Savannah , 

dey brought ' er back down here an ' she got so s i ck an ' den dey took ' er f rom 
here back up to dere an ' she died . 

(I  see . ) 
But now de woman did confess dat she had ' er fixed by [ for ] botherin ' wid ' er 

husban' - bein ' a good frien ' to ' er now , she confes sed dat . 
(I see . ) 

Yes , she did . 
�t did they use to call this type of work? ) 
[MUtters something . ] Roots , dey call ' em  Poots. 
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(Roots . I see . What are the people who cure you? What are they usually 
called? ) 

Dey call  ' em root doctors . 
(Root doctors . I see . ) 
Yeah . Yo ' know whut specialize in things like dat . 

4495 

(They specialize in things like that . Did you ever hear of  any o ther person 
being cured by a root doctor? )  

[And now informant gives u s  an example o f  preceding CONSULTATION T.ECBWIQVE! ]  
Well I knowed dis gurl , she an ' my son got into dis trouble togethah an '  • • •  

Lois  [ says "Lois" to Cubby ] an ' ' er husban ' put a lot ta stuff in a p illow an '  
she was - durin ' dis pa ' ticulah t ime she wu s  goin ' up t o  see i f  d is man could 

he ' p  her to get ' er son out of trouble an ' de man tol '  her - say , "Yo ' are 
dyin ' . " Say , "Woman , yo ' almo s ' dead . " An ' she said , "Dyin ' from whut? "  Be 
say , "Honey , yore husban ' done have yore bed fixed . "  An ' so she went back an '  
boy , she said she pull out some stuff she had never s een before . 

(Was it in the p illow? ) 
Inside de mattres s .  
(Oh ,  in the mattress . )  
Inside de mattres s .  She had to g it rid of  de whole mattress . Now, I def ' 

nit ' ly knowed this to happen , too . 
(Well , now what d id she git out of the mat tress? ) 
[ I  often do this sort of thing , use same word (here git) used by informant . 

I am not mocking speaker but concentrat ing on every word . ] 
She didn ' t say but she said it  wus a lotta stuff in de mat tres s . Little 

things like seed she said . 
(Seeds? ) 
Uh huh , but she went to a main [man] in Ca ' l ina , he wus a colahed guy in 

Ca ' lina . She said dis main had a lot of  hair an ' he always go ba ' feeted [bare
footed ] . 

(Who , this doctor? ) 
Yes ,  this root dOctor. 
(He had long hair ? )  
Yeah . Mattah of  fac ' s ince our son been in trouble we been try in '  to  fin '  

' im  up t o  this yeah but we haven ' been able t o  locate ' im  again . 
(THESE PEOPLE SEEM TO HIDE AWA.Y. IT 'S QUITE A JOB TO FIND THEM. ) 
But I know if Lois had f in '  ' im - now I can git de address but I don ' know 

whether Lois have found ' im  cause I won ' see ' er mothah until tomorrow . I mean 
not tomorrow - until Tuesday . 

(Now this last woman that got into trouble , was she running around with some
one? ) 

No , this  man wus j is ' so j e ' lous o '  ' er an ' didn ' wan ' ' er out wid peoples -
out wid nobody an ' he called his self fixin ' ' er j is '  fo ' ' im. 

(I  see . Well , how did your son become mixed up in this? ) 
My son didn ' git mixed up • • •  my son got in a teenage scrape , doesn ' concern it.  
(Oh , I see . You ' ve been trying to find this man • • • ) 
To f in '  somebody to he ' p  us  git dem out . Yo ' know, de people whut said could 

he ' p  yo ' .  Say dey could dress clothe s  an ' he ' p  you git ' em out [of  j ail ] . 
(Oh yes . I see . ) 
Dat ' s how me an ' ' er came in contac ' togethah . 
( I  see . Some o f  the root doctors say they can get you out of j ail too . )  
Dey can .  It  one down in Williston , Florida can git choo out . ALL .YO ' GOTTA 

IXJ IS TAKE 'IM A OL ' FIFTY-CENT - DE OLDES ' FIFTY-CENTS .YO ' CAN FIN ' AN ' HE WILL 
HE 'P .YO ' .  
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(What is his name , do you know? ) 
I don ' know his name but • • • •  Do yo ' know him? [Addresses this ques tion to 

Cubby . ] 
CUBBY I know where he is • • •  

He ' s  down in Williston . Somebody s ' posed to take me down dere , but it ' s  too 
late now. Dey done sentenced my son . Dere ' s  nothin ' I can do about it - not 
ha ' dly anymore . Although I be right upon him. Ev ' ry fourth Sunday I go up to 
see ' im  [ her son ] . 

(I  see . ) 
But this gurl is st ill workin ' on her son - hard , hard [ draws out this hard ] . 

Yo ' know Ronnie , don ' yo ' ?  [Addressed to Cubby . ] Got in dat trouble - his 
mother ' s  Lois . 

CUBBY Oh , yes , yes . I know who yo ' talkin ' about . 
Dat ' s  de one . Yo ' don ' remember the gal who wus stayin ' wit ' er? He had 

her about crazy one t ime , yep . 
(Do you know where this fellow down in Williston l ives? How far is Williston 

from here? )  [ Question addressed to Cubby . ]  
Williston is not too far . [Miff in answer s . ] 
CUBBY Will iston is about an hour ' s  drive . 
Yeah about an hour ' s drive . Because I have been bein ' so broke , but they 

tole me if I g it me de oldes ' f ifty-cent I could f in '  an ' go down dere an ' take 
it I will git little Timmy some money an ' keep me a little p iece of money . Now 
I defin ' tly know people dat go down dere . 

(Now what does he do? Have you any idea? Has anyone told you what he does? )  
Well , dat ' s up t o  yo ' an ' dis main wha ' choo do . Yo ' know wha ' choo wan ' 

did . It ' s  up to yo ' .  
(You take an old f ifty-cent p iece in silver . )  
Yeah, but yo ' got ta have dat . Have yo ' heard dat? [Again asking Cubby . ] 

Yo ' gotta git de oldes ' f ifty-cent p iece yo ' can fin ' . 
CUBBY I happen to know where he lives because I ' ve taken a fare there before . 
(You ' ve taken a fare there . To see him? ) 
But yo ' know what? I know a woman dat got ' er son dead out of  trouble go in '  

up dere - dead out .  But I ' m too late fo ' my boy ' cause I didn ' b ' lieve in d is 
an ' I j is '  couldn ' g it myself up to go ' til it wus too late . Dey sentenced ' im 
an ' ev ' rything . My son go t from 6 months to 20  years an ' he was j is '  15 . 

(Oh , that ' s  terrible ! )  
Yeah . 
(That ' s  terrible ! )  
Yeah , but he can make it out in another year if I understan '  de parole . But 

dis main is good down in Williston , Florida .  Have yo ' heard he was real good? 
[Again talking to Cubby . ]  

CUBBY Yeah , I ' ve heard he ' s  very good . 
Yeah , tha ' s  whut I heard too . 
(We ' ll have to try to see that man , Mr . Cubby . )  
CUBBY We can get down there week after next . 
HYATT TO CUBBY (All right . I ' d  l ike to see him. ) 
HYATT TO MIFFIN (Do you know the names of any other men around here? Or 

women that do that sort of  thing1 Or those who tell fortunes? ) 
Well , I tell you I could try to get to somebody . I know a lo t of people but 

I have to ask ' em yo ' know.  Becuz I re ' lly didn ' believe in ' em .  
(Well supp ose you find out for u s  and Mr . Cubby can you drive by here again? 

You [meaning Mis s Miff in]  have no telephone so you [Mr . Cubby ] can ' t call her . )  
Unless yo ' call me by dat main [man ] , yo ' know, Mr . Chuck . Of course , yo ' 
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see me all de t ime , don ' choo? [Asking Cubby . ]  
CUBBY Yeah . I see you all de time . 

4497  

(Well , j ust tell Mr . Cubby and tell these people I 'm not a policeman , you can 
see that . )  

Dere ' s a lotta dem [ healers ] .  Dere ' s  Zeff ie Hill . 
CUBBY I was tellin '  ' im about her . 
MIFFIN Tha ' Zeffie Hill is good . 
CUBBY I was tellin ' ' im about them . Those are the people who say they heal . 

That ' s  tho se yo ' were tellin '  about comin ' in on Sundays . 
MIFFIN Yeah . Dey don ' do nothin ' but heal , give yo ' numbahs to have luck an '  

thing s .  But dese othah people - dey supposed t o  b e  good . 
CUBBY I heard al so there was some good ones down in Clewiston . 
MIFFIN Yeah , dere ' s some good ones in Clewiston , Florida . But where at in 

Clewiston ,  Florida? ) 
CUBBY I know I could f ind that out from her .  She gits in on the weekends . 

She lives in Clewiston but she lives in • • •  [Mrs . Miff in breaks in before Cubby 
finishes statement . ]  

But yo ' know whut , if Jera [ ? ] hadn ' t  o '  died - I know one lady tha ' he ' ped 
them a lot .  But Jera died and Jera always say , " I ' m  goin ' give yo ' this woman ' s  
address if anythin ' evah happen , g ive her my name an ' tell ' er I sent yo ' . "  But 
I didn ' t get to Jera before • • •  Yo ' remembah Jera Jones an ' she d ied ? [Asking Cub
by . ] She say , " I  could git yore son out of trouble . "  I don ' know why I sat down 
so long , I didn ' t have the money to pay an ' go like dey was goin ' an ' I j is '  lef ' 
ev' rythin ' in the han ' s of the Lawd . Tha ' s j is '  how I wus ' cause I didn ' b ' liev' 
in ' em ,  but now I do . ' Cause I see too many things happenin ' now. Tha ' s true , 
don ' choo think so?  [ To Cubby . ] 

CUBBY In some cases . 
In some cases , yes . [A pounding noise here - apparently it is  her children 

pounding their fist on the car door glass ] "Darrell get away from there ! "  
"Go ahead home ! "  

CUBBY I ' ve seen some things happen I can ' t  explain them myself so it would 
tend to make yo ' sorta believe it . 

(Well now let me give you an illustration - that man you talked to that said 
be was going to put wart s  on your arm . Now if you were in the proper frame of 
�d it ' s  j ust  poss ible that he could put them on you . See what I mean? ) 

Sho ' , look what I did about 3 weeks ago . I went to a house - me an ' this 
girl was goin ' wid dis same boy . Dis woman , o l '  ' nuf f f o '  my Momma now . This 
stuff from spirits from whut I know fo ' myself . Okay , dey kep ' sendin ' fo ' me 
an '  I know I don ' drink no likker . I know good and well I don ' drink l ikker . 
An ' I goes up there - sit there - de bar . Dey had a ha ' fa p int settin '  up there 
on de table an ' I said to ' er ,  I said , "Wel l ,  look , I don ' drink no likker . "  
-reah , drink some . "  An ' the devil tol ' me to drink tha ' likker an ' boy I ' m 
�ellin '  yo ' - my little daughtah could tell yo ' - I came back downstairs , I be
&in to git real s ick. She po ' ed the l ikker an ' she po ' ed the Coca Cola in. 
The Coca Cola float in '  in the l ikker an ' I came back downstairs an ' in about 30 
�utes I got deathly sick an ' I got so sick I j is '  layed across de bed . An '  
•is same little girl whut was standin ' right dere [ she may be referring to�e 
of the children who earlier was pounding car window] . I sta ' ted vomit in ' , an '  
.an ,  dese li 1 le things - white  an 1 dey are wrapt up j is '  like a worm. Jes ' 
like a worm an ' dey come outa me for about 30 minutes an ' I wus so sick! Yo ' 
kDow I got a fo ' k  an ' I took one out an ' I tried to unwrap it . Ev ' rytime I 
try to unwrap it they wrap back up an ' there ' s  about 3 0  of  ' em in dere an ' I 
wen '  to de doctah an ' yo ' know whut he tol '  me? I was l ikker poisoned ! 
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(You were what? )  
Likker poisoned . Dat likker was poison. 
(Uh huh . ) [At least I am noncommital ! ]  

An '  yo ' know right today she come right dere an ' sit 
right dere ev ' ry day . An '  I JIS ' HATE 'ER TO MY HEART. 
an '  I tol ' ' er de othah day , "Don ' t come to my house no 
be my momma an ' she goin ' wid dis young boy. 

on dat step , dat bench 
An ' I j is '  came right 

mo ' . " She ol ' ' nuff to 

(Well why did she do it to you? Is she j ealous of you? ) 
Goin ' wit de same main . I mean , yo ' know she ' s do dese hot things yo ' know, 

dese lookin ' things an ' dat woman couldn ' t  see me ag ' in no mo ' ,  ' cause dat guy 
is good an ' I could git dat money an ' a lot of women can ' t see no man takin ' 
care o f  no woman . Dere some women dat cain ' t .  AN ' RIGHT DEN AN ' DERE I MADE 
UP IN MY MIN ' UNLESS IT 1 S JESUS� BABY� DAT 1 S THE ONLIEST PERSON CAN GIVE ME A 
DRINK - JESUS. If I drink it I be by myself . It ' s  somethin ' I bought by my
self , not wit nobody ' cause I been deathly sick from likker . I won ' bother 
wit it . An' she go to dis main up here all de time but he don ' t  do nothin ' 
but heal , yo ' know? 

CUBBY Heal . 
Up in Tumesea [ ? ] ,  yo ' heard of  ' im? 
(What ' s  his name? ) 
I don ' know his name . 
CUBBY Tumesea [ ? ] ,  Georgia? 
Yeah . Doc - dey call him Doc . 
(Where is  i t  now, what ' s  the town? ) 
CUBBY Tha ' s in Tumesea [ ? ] , Georgia . 
Dat ' s  in Thomasvill e .  [Now it sounds like they are saying Thomasville . ] 
(Thomasville? ) 
Yeah . But Honey [Who is  called Honey? ] yo ' know he got his church , but he do 

not do no nasty deal . Tha ' man ' s straight . He ' s  a healer , he ' s  straight . 
(Just a healer . In other words he doesn ' t put any conditions on you but he 

will remove evil conditions . )  
He will move evil conditions but he will no t put nothin ' on you . 
( I  see . ) 
Now, I def ' nit ' ly knows dat . 
(Well ther ' e [ there are ] some o f  these people I ' d  like to talk to j us t  to get 

their experience . )  
[My desire will be granted in some of  the following interviews . ]  
Yeah . But dere ' s a lot of ' em  yo ' go to yo ' git a good cussin '  out , dat ' s 

whut yo ' ll git ' cause mos t  people don ' wan ' choo to know dey doin ' things l ike 
dis.. A lo t of ' em  don ' , do dey? [Asking Cubby. ] 

CUBBY No , dey like to keep it a secret . 
Lak to keep it a secret . 
CUBBY They have quite a few ' roun ' here , but yo ' can ' t f in '  out . 
Dere ' s a lot of ' em roun ' here . I ' m lookin ' at one dere • • •  yo ' know who I ' m 

talkin ' about , lookin ' at one dere right yonder . I mean yo ' don ' git nothin ' 
dere an '  I know yo ' don ' git nothin ' from ' er but a good cuss in ' out . Oooh,  
' cause she don ' - she will not talk to yo ' . 

(In other words you j ust have to take it along easy . ) 
Yeah. 
(And they have to really trust you and know who you are and all that sort of  

thing. ) 
Yeah, yeah. 

b ' lieve. 
Dese people roun ' here do not trust yo ' too much , yo ' d better 
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(Well , I don ' t blame them . I tell you today the way the world is • • •  ) 
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Mo s '  of ' em - yo ' tell ' em somethin ' they go on an ' tell the pollece , don ' t  
they? [ Says to Cubby . ] 

CUBBY That ' s  right . 
De poleece dey turnin ' up givin ' yo ' all kin ' a dirty things .  An '  yo ' j is '  

cain ' t blame people fo ' tryin ' to pertek [protect ] themselves . 
(Well years ago there were a lot of stool p igeons . Are they dropping out? ) 
No • • •  dere ' s a lot of ' em bein ' dropped , dere ' s  a lot of ' em bein ' kilt . 
(Well , certainly as sure as a white man came around they ran and told the 

police that some fellow was out there working • • •  ) 
Yo ' f in '  a few. Well , yo ' don ' f in ' - yo ' wus young when there wus stool 

p igeon s .  Boy , that Abraham, Abraham , u h  Alford • • •  It  was so many o f  ' em  da t  • • • 
dat fellow got kilt • • • James . Dere ' s  a lo t ' em go t kilt , them gangsters from 
Tampa had dem kilt off . Yo ' can ' t  be bothahed • • •  dose b ' lievers • • •  do se people 
don ' t b ' lieve in things . Aw, they had them dropped o f f . [She rambles on and 
on in this paragraph . I was uncertain of most  of this . Mrs . Dyel . ]  

(What about those people who give you lucky numbers? Have you ever gone to 
anyone to get a lucky number? )  

I ' ll go to one . I go out dere on Hamm Road ev ' ry week to get me one [ laughs ] .  
CUBBY The lady I took you to the other day . [Meaning Dr . Hyatt I believe . 

Mrs . Dyel . ] 
Ev ' ry week . An ' yo ' know what • • •  
(Oh , oh , which one was she ? The white woman or the colored ? ) 
CUBBY The whit e  woman . 
(Oh , she gave numbers - from Palmetto ? )  
Yes . Yo ' know I went out dere an ' yo ' know whut she tol ' me? She tol ' me 

to play a one-s ix an ' a five- s ix .  Yo ' know whut , I didn ' t have but $ 5 .  Yo ' know 
that I stood up dere an '  let dat one-six came by an ' paid $85 . I wen ' out dere 
a Thur sday an ' do yo ' know it  came out on Friday night an ' I stood up dere - I 
didn ' t have but $5 . I s tood up dere an ' said , "Dere ain ' t  go ing to be no one
six ,  de odds is too high . "  An ' here comes one-six . $ 85 • • •  I was s ick . She gave 
•e dat number . I gave ' er $2 . She gave me a one-s ix and a f ive-six .  The f ive
six came in de las ' race . $ 85 • • •  an ' I wus dead broke . An '  she gave me the two
eight , the two-eight came • • •  [ Transcriber Mr s .  Dyel says , "The paragraph was dif
ficult to transcribe . She is talking very fast . " ]  

(Well how would she get those numbers ? )  
I don ' t know • • •  she wus a min ' reader . She read ' em .  
(Do you know I talked to that woman . Yeah , isn ' t  that right Mr . Cubby? ) 
Did she talk all right?  
( She wasn ' t  do ing much talking to me . )  
She was lookin ' at yo ' do ' [ though ] wasn ' t  she? S tudyin ' yo ' ?  
(Well this is the white woman , isn ' t  it? ) 
Yeah , yeah 1 but I l ike tha ' main [man] bettah . 
(Is  there a husband , that man in the same house? ) 
Yeah . I like that main [man ] bettah than I do tha ' woman . 
(Well , I think she ' s clever . )  
She is re ' ly clevah . 
( She ' s quite a talker and quite intelligent . What was her name? Something? 

Something? )  [Name purposely omitted . ]  
Yo ' know what else she do ? Now I ' ve knowed people to git into a little 

trouble an ' dey have to pay her so much , about $ 3 7 . But she ' s  straight dey say . 
(I think she was a l ittle bit frightened about me . )  

Yeah , she prob ' ly was .  
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(She may talk to me again , I don ' t know. She was very nice about it . I 
think if these peop le knew they were not go ing to be personally involved , that 
there is no name given or anything of that sort , I think they would really talk , 
don ' t you? ) 

CUBBY Yes .  I think they would . That ' s the main problem . 
But there is so many things bein ' ga in '  on when dey wus t ellin '  de po-leece 

ev ' rythin ' - I mean yo ' can ' t blame ' em ,  can yo ' ? 
(Oh ,  I know. Well ,  how is  Palmetto? Years ago you used to always • • •  ) 
Oh, no , no . I t ' s no mo ' o '  dat now . Now , if yo ' hear of a number , ev ' rythin ' 

comes strictly f rom de dogs . Yo ' cain ' t even f in ' none ' roun ' . People got so 
bad in turnin ' dem up dey j is '  had to give it up . 

[ Cubby says something and she repeats it . I cannot tell what they say . ] 
Cubie s top an ' people stop wit it , yo ' see? 
CUBBY That ' s  right . 
When they s topped dat over in Cuba they automat ically • • •  they prob ' ly be do in '  

some kin ' o f  o l ' mes s from the dog . But they don ' bothah wit it . I don ' know 
nobody over here [ in S t .  Pet ersburg? ]  playin ' no Cuba anymo ' . Dere ' s  no sech 
word as a Cubie no mo ' .  

(Cubie ? )  
CUBBY Cubie . 
(Cubie ? What 's that ? )  
Jes ' a number , dat ' s  wha ' dey call it at Palmetto [Florida ] . 
CUBBY Jus ' a number . Jus ' a new name . 
An '  boy I used t o  know some people used to write [ or ride ] it 6 or 7 hundred 

dollars a week but all of  ' em gone , dey j es '  forgo t ' bout it . 
(People who sold number s ? ) 
If dey were throwin ' time on yo ' [ giving prison terms ] l ike dey wus throwin ' 

on dose  peop le , yo ' would ' ve stopped too . 10 or 15 and 20 year s .  Who want dat 
time? Nobody ! 

( In other words you can ' t go around to shops - years ago you could go around 
and buy numbers any place . You could get them for a penny a p iece . ") 

Ooh , no . Yo ' can ' t buy ' em here no mo ' .  Know [Do you know ] where ev ' rybody 
go at night ?  T o  t he dogs . Ev ' rybody [ go ]  to the dogs [ dog races ] now. An ' 
tha ' s fas ' money too . 

(I see . D id you ever get a lucky number that worked ? )  
Who , me? No , ' cause I ' m a lucky dreamer .  See , I can dream my own number s , 

see . I ' m my own • • •  

(What do you mean dream a number? )  
Well ,  don ' chao dream? 
(Yes . ) 
Well , I j es '  dream .  I have good dreams . I ' m a good dreamer . 
(And do you remember any number s in the dream , things of that sort ? )  
Who me? I remember ev ' rythin ' I dream.  
( I  evidently don ' t  sleep well . I don ' t remember my dreams . )  
Yo ' know wha ' I did Thursday night? I had my rent - $ 60 !  The rent man there 

put up a s ign to move . I wusn ' t workin ' . S ixty dollahs behind in de who le t ime  
I been dere . At leas ' I got my four kids home . Here he comes wit a s ign . I 
layed down We ' nesday night - I ' m j is ' goin '  to tell yo ' what I d id . An ' I wen ' 
to bed. I wus so disgus ted We ' nesday night . Yo ' know whut I dream? A main 
[man] vhut I use to go wit came an ' tol ' me , I said , "Where yo 1 been so long ? "  
H e  said , "I got in some troub le . "  I say ,  "Yeah? " I s ay , "What kin ' o '  trouble?" 
He say ., "For a cell mate . " I say , "How much did yo ' git ? "  He say , "$42 , 000 . "  
I got ready - I had $ 3 . 00 .  This j is '  to show yo ' yo ' got luck on yo ' .  [ She 
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cont inues with this s tory , speaks rap idly and in incomp lete sentences , does not 
speak clearly - impossible to transcr ibe ] • • •  an ' now I dreamed o f  tha ' number . 

(How much rent do you have to pay? ) 
[ She calls out to someone , " I ' ll see yo ' later . " ]  I have to pay $ 60 a month . 
( S ixty dollars a month? How many rooms have you ? )  
I have eight rooms . I have to pay my water b ill , $18 and $19  a month . 
(You have this whole ground floor here ? )  
I have this whole groun ' flo ' . I have to pay water bill , l ight bill , gas 

bill an ' then $60  with my own fun ' s  [ fund s ] . Ever ' thin ' belongs to me in there . 
Jes ' de emp ty house which de house a in ' t worth two cent s ,  yo ' know dat . 

(The house is  ready to fall down , huh? ) 
No , it ' s  not ready to fall down . It ' s  all r ight ' cause I l ike to keep it up . 
(Well ,  you ' re doing that - they don ' t l ike to  keep i t  up ? )  
They paint it on the ou ' side and throw some li ' le mess on it , tha ' s all . 
(Well , we ' ll have to get after some of these people . You ' ll be thinking of 

some other people for us , won ' t  you and tell Mr . Cubby? ) 
I know a lo t o '  people who know me .  
(All r ight , you think o f  some more experiences you ' ve had . ) 
I know tho se are the onliest two I know. ' Cause I didn ' t  re ' lly believe any 

o '  them ' t il I seen her . 
(Uh huh . )  
Do yo ' know how a pot looks when it gits real black when yo ' re cookin ' crabs 

or somethin? 
CUBBY Yeah , ' cause I used to work with my grandmother makin ' soaps . 
Now, tha ' s  how she had turned , black as tha ' . Tha ' how she wus , boy , an ' she 

wus sho ' ' nuff  • • •  an ' them eyes wus bloodsho t real - an ' tha ' hair wus j es '  as 
bald as a - she wus fixed l ike tha '  • 

(Did she ever go to an ordinary doctor ? )  
She went t o  an ord 'nary doctor but they couldn ' even - she went to him fo ' 

over a year . But wha ' could they do? No thin ' . They couldn ' do her no kin ' a  
good . He said dere wus somethin ' wrong wit ' er o ther than j us ' bein '  s ick . De 
doctor to l '  ' er dat he couldn ' even reach ' er case . 

(Even the root man failed , eventually. )  
No , I don ' think he failed . I think he did de bes ' he could ' cause she wait

ed too late to go to one . 
(I  see . )  
But when dis thin ' git a good hol ' on yo ' ,  yo ' don ' git cured , do yo ' ?  Not 

when it ' s  gone into yore system .  ' Cause when yore sys tem git s  po isoned dere ' s  
nothin '  can be done ' bout it ' less it ' s  - de doctor yo ' know work on it , but 
somethin ' l ike dat , like snakes bein '  put into yore laig - dose thin ' s are ba ' d  
to control ' les s yo ' git a doctor fas ' . 

(Well , how do they get those snakes into you? ) 
If  yo ' wus a frien ' o '  me an '  yo ' come into my house I ' d  automatically put 

it in yore water , yore food , somethin ' yo ' d  drinkin ' . 
(What do you put it in?)  

Yo ' put it in anythin ' that ' ll hit de stomik,  Baby . 
if it poison - yo ' could be cons ' ly [ constantly ] go in ' 
an ' goin ' wid her husban ' an '  de woman f in '  it out an ' 
an ' she ' d  slo ' ly be killin ' yo '  an ' yo ' don ' t know it . 

(Does she put real po ison in you or  • • • ? )  

Yo ' could say yo ' goin'  -
over to a woman ' s house , 
she let yo ' st ill come 

It not be re ' l  poison , it ' d  be somepin she go t from goin ' to a root doctor . 
(Oh ,  the root doctor gives you something , a dust or something of that sort ? )  
They call it dus ' , dat ' s  whut dey call it . 
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(Did you ever hear o f  goofer dust ? )  
Goofer dus ' - I he ' rd dat years ago . I used to hear my mo ther speak of  it . 
(What in the world is goofer dus t ? )  
Docto r ,  I ' m  young , I don ' know. [ Does she call me doator? ] 
CUBBY Now they call it goober dust. 
Goober dus ' ?  
(How do you spell that? ) 
CUBBY I think it G-U-B-E-R , goober dust .  ' Cause I ' ve heard it  ment ioned 

recen ' ly someone was talkin ' about it - they went to a root doctor an ' got some 
goober dust .  

(Did you remember the person who went t o  the roo t doctor and got the goober 
dust? ) 

CUBBY I know this person very well but I know he wouldn ' t  talk to you . 
I KNOW A WOMAN COULD TELL HIM "ROOTS" FROM GENESIS TO REVELATION, BUT I 

KNOW 'D SHE WOULDN ' TALK TO HIM. I KNOW DAT 'CAUSE SHE RUN DIS HOUSE AN ', BABY, 
NOT NOBODY WHITE GIT PAS ' DEM STEPS AN ' YO ' BETTER B 'LIEVE IT. Yo ' don ' git 
to dat house . She has tol ' me pers ' nal thin ' s  • • •  an ' right now she ' s  gone . Yo ' 
let me go up dere an ' steal somethin ' ,  yo ' let me roun ' de corner , steal some
thin ' . She don ' have to be home an ' I bet yo ' she come in here an ' tell me -
she be gone let ' er come back an ' she say , "Gimme my stuff yo ' got it . "  She ' ll 
tell yo ' it ' s  ' er stuff . 

(This is what we were talking about before? She does things • • •  ) 
No , she don ' do thin ' s but she knows a great deal . But yo ' don ' g it nothin 

from dat . 
(Well ,  she doesn ' t want to become involved ,  she ' s fr ightened . )  
SHE NOT FRIGHTENED BY ANY BUSINESS DEY HAS. THEY DON ' GIT INVOLVED IN ANY-

THIN ' LIKE DAT. ' CAUSE DEY 'RE AFRAID OF DE WHITE MAIN [man ] PERIOD ! 
(White man? ) 
She f rightened ' cause she don ' know if dey ' re p imp s ,  poleece an ' detectives . 
(Well , listen - at my age , j2 - I ' m  no t police or anything like that . )  
Dere ' s a lo tta colored people dat ' s  75 and doin ' a lo tta thin ' s l ike dat . 

How would dey know? Dat ' s  why dey don ' t trust nobody . 
(Well , I can prove my ident ity . Isn ' t that right , Mr . Cubby? ) 
CUBBY Yes . 
Yo ' could prove it , but how dey know it ? A lo t ta dem don ' b ' lieve it . Do 

dey? 
CUBBY No , they wouldn ' t ,  but he has a great deal of material an ' s tuff that 

he ' s  done . 
(Well , no t only that , but I have ident if ication papers - all sorts of things 

to prove my ident ity . But if a person is fr ightened a lot of that stuff might 
seem fake to them . ) 

Boy , yo ' know what?  I ' ve seen , I been places an ' I seen poleeces could ' ve 
pulled ev ' rybody out of dere an ' t ime dey go t to the steps - an ' damn if they 
wouldn ' even put dere feets on dat woman ' s  steps .  An ' dat been go in ' on fo ' de 
las ' twen ' y  years an ' ain ' t nothin ' ever happened yet . 

(The police won ' t arrest her or do anything? )  
Ain ' t  gonna do no thin to ' er !  Are yo ' kiddin ' ? 
(You call that - she dPessed them? ) 
No , she got dem dPessed to keep them away . She got them l ike that . Some 

person gave it to ' er .  Somethin ' they gave it to ' er to use to keep dem away . 
She got to git it renewed . 

COlBY Her steps are dPessed. 
Yeah. dat ' s  what I always heard , too . 
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(Now suppose a black man were do ing the same thing I am doing - would he have 
any more luck than I am having now? ) 

In some cases but they ' s  a lotta colored people ain ' t gonna give no black or 
white no info ' mat ion . 

(Has nothing to do with color at all , they j us t  want to keep quiet? ) 
They j us '  gonna keep quiet . Lemme tell yo ' I used to stay right there 

[point s ] . See tha ' end apartment , 1036? Look, las ' year a snake got in my 
house .  I ' m j us '  gonna show yo ' .  A snake - now yo ' can ask anybody ' round here . 
Now tha ' snake stayed in my house two years , I mean two weeks , an ' yo ' know wha '? 
When I firs ' saw the snake I wus gettin '  ready to go to work one Tuesday mornin ' 
an ' tha ' snake wus in my bathroom.  An ' I walked by an ' tha ' thin ' wus j us ' a 
wigglin ' . An ' , Boy , I looked down an ' he wus j es '  ' bout from this corner to 
tha ' corner . Boy , I had a nervous breakdown almo s ' . Okay , called the rent man . 
The snake got away from him - called the rent man but I saw the snake when he 
went in this li ' le hole . I kep ' seein ' ' im  • • •  an ' the boy came in - he sware he 
shot that snake all fo ' guardin ' me - prob ' ly say I shot him .  Okay we ran on . 
My children scared to stay in the house . I ' m  up all night , ev ' ry night fo ' ' bout 
two weeks . That snake , he wus suppo sed to been dead . Now tha ' guy said he shot 
him. He said he shot him .  Okay the nex ' two days I went to work. The lady said 
the snake came back out . Out of all the se peoples houses ' roun ' here . It  came 
back out [pause ] that evenin ' I was on the j ob ,  my daughter called me , said , 
"Mama the snake back in the house , he behind the refrigerator . "  Okay , I came 
right home went an ' looked behin ' the refrigerator . Say the snake behin ' the 
refrigerator an ' I know I shot at the snake an ' I swear to God by me I hit him. 
But he mus ' of  - he went into a l i ' le hole somewhere . He foun ' a li ' le hole . 
Then the rent man came . Mr . Moular , my rent man , an ' had the whole thin ' seale� 
the cabinets , cupboard and trash can . Boy , I didn ' t see the snake , it wus ' bout 
three days . Okay , went to work, went to work, my s ister looked in ev ' rythin ' 
tryin ' to fin ' this snake . Looked ev ' rywhere an ' at the end o f  two weeks the 
snake done came back . The lady said he was up under the house .  S t ill he up 
under ' er house an ' didn ' t  go into ' er house , but he went right back in my house. 
Now wasn ' tha ' strange ? He came back in my house an ' after he came back in my 
house an ' Linda wus sittin '  on the porch right nex ' to the sidewalk there , the 
snake walked in there so nice . Guess where he got up . He got up in the springs 
o f  my bed - in the spring of my bed . An ' tha ' s  where they kilt it . The las ' 
time they kilt it they kilt it in the spring of my bed . An ' when I came the 
snake wus layin ' on the sidewalk an ' honey , I wus relieved . I hadn ' t  slept in 
two weeks . Now out of  all the people the snake came - but I had to move . I 
went off . 

(That was in the house where I interviewed the old man . ) 
Yo ' know wha ' , YO ' REMEMBER THESE PEOPLE COMIN ' FROM OUT O '  TOWN, YO ' KBOfl. 

LIKE FATHER ROBINSON, REMEMBER? ONE 0 '  THOSE MEN CAME TO ME AN ' TOLE ME THA ' 
SNAKE WUS PLANTED TO COME IN MY HOUSE TO BITE ME. But the snake didn '  never 
bother anybody . He was striped . I don '  know wha ' kin ' a  snake he wus but they 
say he would ' ve bit me if he could ' ve got to me . 

(Who was Father Robinson? ) 
He used to be - Father Robinson - wha ' happened to him? 
CUBBY Oral Robinson? 
Wha ' happened to him he don ' bother ' roun ' us no mo ' .  Where is be! 
CUBBY No • • •  
(Would he be Oral Roberts ? )  
CUBBY Yes . 
(The man on the television?) 
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CUBBY Yes , that ' s  who she ' s  talking about . 
No , I ' m talkin ' ' bout Father Robinson . This is a colored man . 
CUBBY Oh, you mean the o ther one , he didn ' t have a T . V .  program. No , he had 

a radio program on TMD on Sunday . 
Yeah ,  what happened to him? He used to come down here an ' put up his tent 

an ' heal you if anythin ' wus on yo ' .  [ Cut in tape . ] 
(The preceding conversat ion is by three people , Miss Robb ie Miff in , myself 

and Mr .  Cubby . We are s itting in the car . Mr . Cubby and I are in the front 
� and Miss Hiffin in the back seat . Two or three t imes her children try to 
get in the car and she tells them to get away . Largely we ' re talking about 
future prospects more than anything else . But I may be able to get a couple 
short stories out of her material ! ! !  Before Mr . Cubby and I called upon her we 
tried to find a Bishop who was known to be a healer . He had moved and we could 
not find him. Also Mr . Cubby had talked to a man who claimed to be a healer .  
But Cubby says he didn ' t know anything , that he was out to get information for 
somebody el se . We think we know who the person was but we ' ll get in contact 
with him - the man - and see what happens . Next week, Mr . Cubby is st ill on his 
taxi j ob ,  but the week after that he will be off for a full month . We ' ll p rob
ably go to one or two small towns near here if we can f ind anyone , we ' ll see 
what happen s . )  [Cut in tape . ]  

(The preced ing , Mis s Bobby Miff in was informant #5 here in St . Peter sburg , 
Note when I s tart to transcribe this , note  we are talking about a woman who read 
my palm a week ago , the white woman. I knew there was more to her than that . I 
didn ' t insist about anything because it ' s  j us t  poss ible that I may be able to 
interview her . I don ' t know j us t  how I could manage it . The man presumably is 
her husband and so many peop le seem to think that  he is better than she is . I 
doubt whether they ' re go ing to commit themselves .  I can see in this work we are 
going to have to be very careful . Cond it ions have changed thr ough the years . 
Things are not guite as open as they were . Well , open isn ' t the word . They ' re 
really frightened because the law has come down rather heavily upon them . They 
were talking about • • • ) [Machine is shut o f f . ] 

DREAMS AND VI S IONS BY MRS . JOHNSON 
ACCOMPANIED BY SPECIAL NOISES FROM 

CHILDREN - ROOSTERS - SWITCH ENGINE - BULL DOZER 
FINALE BY POLICEMAN FOLLOWING US OUT OF TOWN 

[Although Mrs . Johnson did no t appear to have been influenced by hoo doo , her 
dreams and vis ions - like second s ight , spec ial healing power and perhap s all 
mystic gif t s - illustrate important aspects  of  our principal theme , hoodoo . 
Here we have a chance to examine a few related f ields unencumbered by magic 
rites . Also  they will assist  in answering the ques tion : how do you know whe ther 
a person is telling the truth or lying - j ust making up things ? This latter 
problem I shall discuss in the INTRODUCTION to volume 5 .  Finally , Mrs . Johnson 
unknowingly may have helped us reach Doctor Walker . ]  

[We - my assis tants Cubby and Charles , and I - were hunting for a root doc
tor or hoodoo man living acro ss Tampa Bay . All we knew about him was his name 
and town. That long and beautiful ride over water awed me ! Thirty-one years 
previously my wife and I had made this same passage by boat , as we started down 
the Vest Coas t for the Tamiami Trail . With us was that great as sis tant o f mine , 
Edward Bufford , a black man . Soon and without trouble we were in f ront o f  doc-



- Hoodoo - Conj uration - Witchcraft - Rootwork - 4505 

tor 's house at the country-edge o f  the black dis trict . ]  
[Mr . Cubby knocked upon the door of  mysterie s .  It  opened , he entered and the 

door closed . How long he remained inside I no longer remember , but he eventually 
reported the do ctor no t home - probably in another room listening - and little 
chance we would ever see him. While s i t t ing there in the car I noticed the house 
next to the doator 's , then the next hous e ,  on the porch of  which were two elder
ly women and a small girl . After Cubby ' s  report , unrecorded , I said to him, 
"See that house with the two women and child on the porch? Drive down slowly 
until you are in front o f  them, and Charles , "  I said , " take your t ime ,  easy does 
it , talk with the women . Tell them we are collec t ing dream experiences or seeing 
things , show how the recorder works , say something to microphone , let them speak 
into it , and replay . We pay a modes t fee for t ime . "  Soon Charles waved for us 
to come in . And here is what Mrs .  Johnson said : ] 

(This is Harry Middleton Hyatt  speaking . Today is  Wednesday , June 17 , 1970  
and we are in  Palmetto , Florida . There are  6 o f  us present , three men and three 
young ladies . [They were not 3 young lad ies , but two elderly women and a girl 
7 years old , as I explain at end of  interview. ] How does that do ? Now Mrs .  
Johnson is go ing to tell me a personal experience of  hers . )  

Uh , ah had a personal • • •  now it  have been 2 yeahs ago . Ah wo ' k  ovah tuh Anna 
Maria fo ' Miz Holmes , Maude Holmes . An '  ah went • • •  ah had this vis ion tha ' 
night . Ah wus taken from mah bed [well-known theme ] an ' over to ' er house [well
known theme ] an ' de way ah wa ' ked [walked ] in de house de kitchen wus on dis side 
an ' de sto ' room wus ovah theah . Well , it wus done changed [well-known theme ] . 
Ah spoke tuh ' er an ' said , "Good Mawnin ' , "  an ' ta ' ked tuh ' er an ' ,  uh - an ' so  
dat wus in de vision . So  ah aftah while ah looked - an ' ah got a gran ' daughtah 
in company wid a boy an ' we call ' im Johnny Bob [ later calls him colahed Johnny ] .  
Well dis white boy he had j o ined de Marines an ' lef ' , had been gone ' bout a yeah 
or so , maybe two yeahs or somethin ' but ' is t ime is j is '  about up . An ' so John
� [white boy ] came an ' he had on a maroon shirt an ' EVAH TIME AH DREAM OF ENY
BODY GOT ON RED DERE 'S DEATH. Don ' t ah tell yo ' all [ the o ther elderly woman 
and young girl ] ' at ?  An ' dey know it . An '  ah said to ' im , ah seed ' im comin ' ,  
ah run tuh ' im. Ah say , "Wha ' s de mattah ,  wha ' s de mat tah? " He say , "Oh , ain ' t  
nuthin . " Well she [ the p receding Miz Holme s ]  tole me she got a bamboo [ clump ] 
out to ' er house like dat wheah dey go t  f ishin ' poles . She say , "Mamie . "  I say , 
"Mam? " She say , "Yo ' git • • •  yo ' like tuh go f ishin ' . "  She say , "Yo ' git some
body tuh cut dose f ishin ' poles an ' yo ' can have many of ' em as yo ' wan ' an ' let 
dem cut dem some too . "  So ah said , "Wha ' s de • • •  " [What are you do ing here ! ] 
He said , "Well ,  ah j is ' come • • •  " NOW AH TOLE 'IM THA ' ABOUT 1 4  YEAHS AGO an ' he 
j is '  come [ 14 years later ] aftah de chile done gone , done j o in de ahmy [ army ] , 
de Marines .  An '  [ he ]  come an ' he ta ' ked about de f ishin ' pole . Well de colabed 
Johnny [ Bob ] come an ' said , "Ah come to cut dose f ishin ' poles an ' ah wamaa bow 
wheah Miz Holmes wan ' de rubbish . "  Ah said , "Miz Holmes ,  Johnny wa ' ked by heah 
tuh cut dose poles wha ' yo ' tole me ah could have . "  She said , "Yes Mala. " Ah 
said , "He said he wanna know wheah yo ' wan ' de rubbish . "  So she said ,  "Ve.ll 
TELL 'IM FIVE� FO ' OR SIX. " WELL AH DIDN ' KNOW WHA ' SHE MEANT. An '  so ah wen '  
back to ' im  an ' tole ' im ,  ah said , "Johnny Bob . " He said , "Mam? " Ah said, "She 
say fo ' ,  five or s ix . " An ' in go in '  back to ' im ah always have a relation 
[ talk] an ' he ta ' ks tuh me . An ' he said tuh me , "Well , yo ' knocks off at 4 
o ' clock an ' de bus don ' leave ' til f ive , "  an ' says , "yo ' d  be bo.e at silt a' 
yo ' d  be out heah . " An '  so he j is '  whirled roun ' when ah tole ' ia  date' he 
wanted to know wheah when he trimmed dose thin ' s ,  wheah he gonoa put dat rubbish , 
dat stuf f . Ah said , "Well dat ' s  up tuh yo ' . " An '  so ah said ,  "'lo . "  An '  ah 
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tole ' er .  An ' he went on , come on twist on aroun ' , now come back. Now dat wus 
on a Tuesday night ah seen dis an ' ta ' ked to ' er .  We ' nesday ah had tub go tub 
' er an ' wo ' k . An ' ah said , "Good mawnin'. " Ev ' ry t ime ah hit [ reach ] de do ' dey 
be off in de living room .  Ah say , "Good mawnin ' . "  Dey say , "Good mawnin ' . " He 
in de livin ' room, he ' d  speak an ' she in de bathroom or changin ' de baby . An '  
so ah go ahead an ' change mah clothes . Well dere had been a change theah . So 
she come in , ah say ,  "Ah been here onct befo ' dis week. " She say , "No . " Ah say, 
Ah ta ' k  to yo ' . "  She say ,  "No ,  yo ' didn ' ta ' k  tub me . "  AH SAY� "AH COME IN A 
VISION. " She say , "Yo ' came in a vis ion?"  Ah say , "Yes , an ' ah ta ' k  tub yo ' . " 
An '  so ah said , "Yo ' been worried ' bout somethin ' . Wha ' yo ' been worried ' bout'!" 
She said , "No ah ain ' t been worryin ' . "  Ah say , " Study [ think it over ] , study . "  
She say , "Oh, yo ' ' membah dat ont [ aunt ] ah tole yo ' ah had ,  tha '  millionare ont 
[ aunt ] tha ' sent all dat fruit , had all dat fruit sent heah evah yeah? " Ah said,  
"Yes Mam. " She said to  me , she said , "Well , she taken deafly [deathly ] s ick an ' 
she died befo ' dey could git ' er tuh de hosp ital . "  Ah said , "Ah know ' d  theah 
wus somethin ' , ah didn ' t know wha ' it  wus . "  I said , "But theah is some mo ' tub 
dat dream. 1 1  Ah said , "Ah ain ' t satisfied ' bout it , "  ah said , " evah ' time ah seed 
it dey ' s  death . "  An ' so she said tuh me , "Well , wha ' is it ? "  An ' I tole ' er 
' bout dis boy comin ' tuh tell me ' bout de f ishin '  pole . "  So he lef ' an ' ah had 
a gran ' daughtah heah an ' ah tole ' em all roun ' heah . WHEN AH RA VE  DEM VISIONS 
AH TELL DEM ALL. So ah said to ' er [Miz Holmes ] ah say , "When yo ' heard from 
Johnny? " Huh stepgrandson wus named Johnny. She said , "Mamie , it ' s  been ' bout 
10 weeks or bet tah since ah heard from Johnny . "  Ah say , "Maybe yo ' ll git a few 
lines today . " So she went on up to de office , real estate off ice . She wo ' k  at 
de real estate office ,  yo ' can call ' er ,  dis heah ' s real , yo ' can ast ' er an ' 
she ' ll tell yuh , she ' s  white . An ' so she say s  - she come back, she say , "Mamie ." 
Ah say , "Mam? " Ah said , "Ah done tole my gran ' daughtah . "  My gran ' daughtah say ,  
"Well , Gran ' ma Mamie? " Ah said , "What ? "  Say , " Somethin ' done happen tub Johnny 
ovah in Vietnam. " Ah say ,  "Oh , no - yo ' reckon? " Said [ROOSTER CROWS] , "Yeah , 
because yore colahed Johnny come tub bring de news ' bout de white Johnny . "  So 
ah tole ' er [ROOSTER CROWS AGAIN] Thursday • • •  ah tole ' er .  We ' nesday she come 
back she says , "Mamie , ah got ' bout ten" - she took ' er fingahs like dat - "ah 
got ' bout ten words from Johnny , "  an ' said , " they goin ' out , a company of  2500 
[ROOSTER CROWS SO WUDLY THAT MRS. JOHNSON CAN HARDLY BE HEARD ABOVE THE CROWING] 
on a Marine crew [ cruis e ]  yo ' know dat ' s  go in '  an ' he wus tuh come home in two 
months but dey raised ' im, made ' im  a co ' p ' ral an ' he didn ' come cuz he said he 
would git $10 a day fo ' bein '  a co ' p ' ral - $50 a week. So his daddy saido he wus 
goin ' tell ' im tub come home but he made a change an ' so he reenlisted fo ' tha ' 
t ime . He went out dat day - he went out Thur sday . I tole ' er We ' nesday - he 
went out Thursday - he got shot in de right side . Went in heah [ demonstrates ]  
come out heah, in heah an ' out heah . Went through ' is eye . 

(Went through the left arm? ) 
An '  wen ' through de eye • • •  

(The eye . )  
An ' dey thought dat it went through de brain pans an ' he haven ' spoke yet 

an ' dat ' s two yeahs de 31st of  January - two yeahs . Dis comin ' January it will 
be three yeahs . An' she come an ' she tole me - my soc ial security check hadn ' 
come an '  ah wus worried so she go t on de telephone - dey couldn ' git a cablegram 
from ovah in Vietnam - it wus ovah in Vietnam . 

(Uh huh . ) 
An '  dey were goin ' tub war an ' de enemy sho t him in de nav • • •  yo ' know, 

--���---[TRAIN SOUNDS] an ' so she couldn ' t git a message from ovah theah , 
said she couldn ' t  git a cablegram Thursday .  H e  went out Thursday an ' so they 
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couldn ' t  g it one ' t il Friday an ' she had been callin ' heah aftah dey go t it tuh 
tell me tuh call ' er .  Well , ah wu s  out tryin ' t o  lo cate wheah de postman had 
carried mah check or had it carried to ' is house , cuz one numbah back dere is 
de same numbah as mine . 

(Uh huh . ) 
So she said , "Tell Mamie tuh call me . "  An ' ah think ah did git a chance tuh 

call ' er when de children thought of it tuh tell me it wus Monday again [TRAIN 
SOUNDS LOUDLY - MUST BE NEARBY] go in '  on t ime .  So she start s in , "Mamie , dis is 
Miz Holmes . "  I say , "Ye s ? "  She say , "Ah got sad news fo ' yo ' . " Ah said , "Wha ' 
is it ? "  She said , "Johnny got shot an ' we done got 3 cablegrams . Dey couldn ' t  
git any in Thursday but they go t ' im in Friday . " An ' ah think it wus Monday she 
wus t a ' kin ' tuh me . An '  so ah s aid , "Don ' worry , 1 1 ah said , "ah be ovah , honey , 
don ' c ry . "  [ROOSTER CROWS AGAIN. ] D en ah stah ' ed [ started ] tuh cryin ' , she wus 
on one end cryin ' an ' ah wus on de othah . Well , DE REASON AH WUS CRYIN ' WUS , 
see , DAT GAWD HAD DE FAITH IN ME TUH GO TELL DE NEWS, dat wha ' got me tuh cry in ' • 

[TRAIN BLOWS. ] An ' so ah say , "Hush , honey , ah ' 11 be ovah in de mawnin ' • " Dat 
wus Tuesday - dat wus We ' nesday ah had tuh go . So when ah wen ' dere she come 
tuh me an ' s tah ' ed tub cry in '  an ' tell in '  me . So we bo th stah ' ed cryin ' . [TRAIN 
AGAIN. ] So she said tuh me , she say , 1 1Mamie . "  Ah say , "Mam? " Ah say ,  1 1 But  ah 
ain ' t satisfied wit dat dream yet . "  Ah say ,  " It ' s  gain ' tuh be somethin ' mo ' 
tub it . "  She say , "Well wha ' it ga in ' be?" Ah say , " It ' s  go in ' be death . "  
[ONCE AGAIN THE TRAIN BLOWS VERY LOUDLY. ] She s troke mah han ' l ike dis [ demon
strates ] ,  she say , " I t  ain ' t gonna be in mah fam ' ly ,  is it - in mah house? "  Ah 
say , 1 1 In ' er house . 1 1 

(JUST A MOMENT, LET ME MAKE A COMMENT HERE. THIS COMPETITION WE HAVE IS AN 
ENGINE OUT HERE ON THE RAILROAD TRACK AND A COUPLE OF AMBITIOUS ROOSTERS OUT 
HERE IN THE YARD. [Laughs . ]  All right , go ahead , I ' m sorry . )  

Dat ' s all right . Ah say , "No , it ain ' t gonna be in yore home but yo ' gain ' 
be involved in it . "  [TRAIN SOUNDS AS THOUGH IT MIGHT BE COMING IN THE DOOR -
NOISE IS TERRIBLE. ]  So dat boy it wus dey kep ' ' im out on de watah 
' bout 15 days tryin '  tub git a chance tuh fly ovah heah in de S tates wit ' em,  
but dey couldn ' t git ovah heah [NOW THE ROOSTER STARTS AGAIN] on account of the 
oxygen tent he wus undah an ' ' is breath would sta ' t  tuh git sho ' t .  An ' dey got 
word den wheah mah gran ' daughtah ' s  husban ' wu s ,  runned into ' Coma [Tacoma ] , Wash
ington to dat base theah.  They removed dat eye whilst dey had ' im dere an ' dey 
examined ' im. [ROOSTER AND TRAIN BOTH SOUND. ] An ' dey cut in h is brain pan an '  
so she tells me , said , "Mamie , it d idn ' go in ' is brain pan dey don ' know why 
dat dat shot but he ain ' t spoke yet an ' ain ' t  said no thin ' cause ' is brain is 
not rippled , it j is '  l ike it wus when it wus set in . "  Yo ' know our brain has 
got a skin ovah it - dere ' s insertions , yo ' know. Yo ' know dat ? An ' so she 
says , " I t  ain ' t  even been ' s tubed [disturbed ] dunno why but he ain ' t spoke yec . "  
S o  from dere dey brought ' im from ' Coma [Tacoma ] Washington when he got straog 
enough tuh Smithville , Virginia , on ovah dere . An ' de daddy tole ' im  be voald 
have tuh git out - he wus wearin ' dis long hair like de Beatles yo 1 knov. Tole 
him he would hafta git out if he didn ' cut ' is hair . Well rathah den cue ' is 
hair - he go t out . An ' ' is s tep-gran ' mothah raised ' is daddy an ' ' is uncle . 
[This was before Vietnam . ] 

(That is a very good story about [ROOSTER INTERRUPTS] a personal vision you 
had . Have you ever heard any example - has anyone ever told you about an ex
perience of go ing to a roo t  doctor for help ? Have you ever heard about anything 
like that ? )  

Nope . 
(Or to a fortuneteller to have their fortune told , anything like that? Or 
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to a healer? Any stories or personal experiences along that line ? )  
Well ah have seen vis ions o '  my own . Now, this man down heah , he died heah 

no t long ago . Well ah see some things he [ God? ] bring it to me in mah baid . 
(What man is this? ) 
Hadley - Herbert Hadley . He died . Jean Hadley , she is de only graduated 

colahed nurse ovah in dat Wr ight woman , Greeley Johnson ' s  gran ' -
daughtah up theah . An '  so ah seed - ah wen ' tub de hosp ital an ' me an ' ' er 
[TRAFFIC NOISES ] . [There was no traf f ic - only switch engine shift ing freight 
cars and later a bulldo zer . ]  An' she ' s  low [ shor t ,  not tall ] an ' she couldn ' t  
put ' er ahm on mah shouldah an ' she taken me roun ' de wais ' .  She ' s  sho ' t  
[ short ] .  An ' ah put mah ahm • • •  she say , "Ah wan ' yo ' tuh go in de ho sp ital wit 

me , Miz Mamie . "  Ah say , "Why? " She say , "Ah got a deah , deah frien ' in theah 
an ' she ' s havin ' blood transfusions an ' ah wan ' yo ' tuh go in dere wit me . "  Ah 
say , "Wha ' s she named? "  She say , "Huh name Miz Huggins . "  Ah say , "Miz Hugg ins , 
all right . "  An ' shore nuff ah wen ' [went ] an ' Miz Hugg ins wus a great big ol ' 
bright woman an ' she had ' er neck r ight up ' long heah [ demons trates ] .  An ' ah 
went up to  ' er an ' ah say , "How yo ' feel ? "  She say , "Fairly well . " An ' we j is ' 
kep ' on wa ' kin ' on down de ward . So ah wa ' k  up an ' ah fol ' [ fold ] mah ahms lak 
dis , ah say , "Miz Hugg ins . "  An ' somp in down heah would say , "No , Herbert Hadley.• 
Ah ' d  say , "Miz Huggins . "  [Vo ice ] said , "No , Hubert Hadley . "  Ah ' d  say "Oh , 
Mam • • •  " 

(SOMETHING WAS TELLING YOU • • •  ) 
[ VOICES WERE TELLING HER ! ] 
YEAH ONE WUS DOWN HEAH AN ' ONE WUS DOWN HEAH� ONE WUS SAYIN ' "MIZ HUGGINS� " 

AN ' THE OTHAH ONE WUS SAYIN '�  "NO� IT WUS HERBERT HADLEY. " So mah daughtah , she 
loved tub visit de sick so she went ovah to dis Miz Hadley - she lived down heah 
wheah he died down dere on de cornah . [ She po ints out things . ] De road dere 
divides ' em ,  dat house right on de cornah . An' ah tol ' ' is niece up heah an ' so 
she said , " It ' s  Miz Huggins . "  She say , "Yo ' know Miz Huggins . "  Ah say , "No , ah 
don ' t . "  Ah said , "De Huggins I know wus dead befo ' yo ' all come heah when ah 
wus a chile . "  So she said , "Well ,  yo ' know Steve Huey? " Ah say , "Yeah , my 
cousin ' s son . "  Yo ' know Steve Huey , school teacher? [ Someone says , "Yeah . " ] 
An ' she says , "Yeah . " She say , "Well , he ma ' ried huh sistah . " An ' say huh 
sistah had cansah , Miz Huggins had cansah in de throat an ' [MOTORCYCLE OR HEAVY 
TRUCK NOISE ] all huh money wus gone an ' all de teachers had tub g ive d innahs -
a dollah an ' a quartah a plate to make de money fo ' de funeral . An ' ah didn ' t  
know it wus Miz Huggins . An ' ah said , "Yeah ah knowed dat mah cousin go t . "  
[CONSTANT TRAFFIC NOISE AND THE ROOSTER CROWS INCESSANTLY. ] So mah daughter 

wen ' ovah dere an ' she come back instead o f  go in '  home where she come f rom , she 
come on back, she say , "Miz Mamie , "  dey call me Miz Mamie . Ah say , "Ye s ? "  She 
say , "Yo ' wus ta ' king about Mr . Herbert , er - dey say Herbert Hadley an ' said 
yo ' said Miz Huggins . "  Said , "No , Mr . Hadley , say Uncle Herbert - his sistah
in-law tole ' im  he go t a cansah in de throat . "  Well ,  ah didn ' know it . An ' so 
he said , "Dat ' s  de way dey p it ched it - p ic tured it out to me . " He had cansah , 
so he died . So de girl come , she stopped de car right between dat mailbox an ' 
dat br idge dere [ both nearby - Hyat t ] . An ' ah wus hang in ' out clothe s  wit safe
ty p ins . She said , tole huh mama up dere , said , "Miz Mamie gonna tell me 
sompin . " Well ,  ah sta ' ted tub tell ' er but dey always ' em .  An ' 
when she wus ta ' kin ' to de preachah ah sta ' ted tub tell ' er but ah could see 
' er cunningness [ ? ] when she slumped yo ' know an ' ah wen ' back an ' tole huh mama , 
said , "Ah ain ' t gonna tell ' er nuthin , cuz she being de only chile huh mama 
had . "  An '  so ah said , "Ah ain ' t gonna tell huh . " An ' den ' er mama tole ' er .  
Den so she wus carryin ' it tub huh gran ' daddy an ' huh uncle down dere some 
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medicine from ovah at de hospital . She works fo ' de Red Cross  now. An' so she 
wus go in ' ,  she say , "Miz Johnson goin ' tell me somethin ' dis mawnin ' . "  Said she 
had tuh do my li ' le girl ' s  hair when she come from school .  An ' say , "She gonna 
tell me somethin ' dis mawnin ' . "  So she stopped an ' de car stopped an ' so she 
come on tuh de house .  She said , "Good mawnin ' Miz Johnson . "  Ah say ,  "Good 
mawnin ' Miz Taylor , how are you? " She wus a chile ah knowed huh s ince she wus 
bo ' n  but yet an ' still [SHE MUMBLES HERE AND LOUD TRAFFIC NOISES � IT IMPOS
SIBLE TO UNDERSTAND ] . An ' so she said , "Yo ' said yo ' had somethin ' a vision tub 
tell me , "  an ' said , "somebody , "  she wouldn ' tell me - it wus huh mothah . "Some
body tole me yo ' said yo ' wouldn ' tell me nuthin cuz ah ' d  give away de somethin ' 
yo ' tole me . "  Ah said , "Yeah , ah did say so an ' ah know who ah tole . Ah tole 
Mary . "  An ' she laughed an ' so she said , "Yes . "  Ah say , "Well yo ' tell huh ah 'm 
gonna whip ' er .  Ah ' m  gonna beat huh pants fo ' dat . "  An ' so ah tole huh , ah say , 
"Now , Jean , yo ' love yore Uncle Herbert ? "  She say , "Yes . "  Ah say , "Yo ' might 
as well give ' im up , yo ' ain ' t  gonna have yore Uncle Herbert long . "  [A BULL
DOZER IS MAKING TERRIBLE NOISES. ] She said tuh me , "Miz Johnson , "  she wus a 
Johnson by real . Her Mom and Daddy wus a Johnson but she ma ' ried Lewis Taylor ' s  
adopted son an ' he wus a Johnson but to be adopted into de Taylor fam ' ly he had 
tuh be adopted in as  a Taylor . An ' so she says to  me , she says , "Aftah yo ' had 
tole me den me an ' Alvin , dat ' s  huh husban ' , wus goin ' dis direction , "  say , "ah 
dunno wheah we wus goin ' an ' ah looked an ' dere wus Miz Shaeffer on de othah 
side o '  dat road . "  An ' say , " It wus a h ' aht" [ heart ] ,  took huh fingahs an ' 
shaped it - " great big black h ' aht on de do "' an '  somepin tole me , say , "dat ' s  
yore uncle • • •  " [ She mumbles - Cubby breaks in ] : 

CUBBY An ' now when yo ' get these vis ions is there sort of  like voices speakin ' 
to yo ' also ? 

Uh huh . An ' he calls me , sometimes he calls me . 
(Who calls you? ) 
Well it mus ' be Gawd Almighty , cuz wha ' he tells me - when ah wus a chile dey 

always tole my mamma ah ' d  be diffrun ' from all de res ' . Dere wus fo ' of  us an ' 
ah ' m  de baby . An ' ah tole him ah wus gonna do - ah always wan ' ed to be a Christ
ian [TRAFFIC NOISE HERE IS VERY LOUD ] an ' ah wan ' ed to live fo ' ' im .  An ' he 
taken interes ' in me an ' ah ' m  readin ' de book.  An '  ah had 3 white women an ' mah 
gran ' daughtah - my gran ' daughtah go t killed in November . An ' dese white women 
dey died an ' dese white women wan ' ed me to stay wit ' em an ' if dey had money dey 
would give it tuh me . Dey j is '  like me - j is '  took a like to me , yo ' know. 

CUBBY Did you git a vision of  your granddaughter ' s  death? 
Yes ah did .  Ah tried to show dis lady . Dere wus a angel come right dere . 

An '  mah sistah-in-law ah saw huh [ angel ] come out an ' she shout in ' right cboader 
[yonder ] cornah of  mah church . [ She point s out a church we could see . ] An '  ah 
said , "Who dat done cut a hole in de church? " An ' ah looked an ' mah sist�iD
law wus ovah heah wit huh . An ' ah say , "Lookey heah , "  ah say , " come here ah 
wanna show yo ' sompin ,  look a t  dat angel shoutin ' at de church . "  She ca.e dere 
an ' she looked at it longah den yo ' all been heah . [We could see the cburcb, per
haps 300 feet away . ]  

CUBBY She didn ' t  see it?  
Yes she did see it . He wanted me tuh show it . Ah showed it tub dat --.a 

down dere an ' huh sistah .  Yes suh , an ' anothah one come an ' ah see 'ea IO!etime 
in mah house . MAH PRESIDENT 'S DADDY-IN-LAW DIED AN ' AH SEEN 'Ell JIA 'U. ' UPON 
.'!AH WALLS LIKE DIS - two ..:. a little iow man an ' a tall man . Ah seeD · -· Wba '  
i s  dat - a car? Flakes on mah house ,  looks like men . Mah motbah died ovah here 
in mah house wheah ah live an ' so dey wa ' ked up de side of • • •  an' ah looked out 
beah as long as ah wanted , go on out tub de livin ' room, kep ' oo through de 
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diDin' room like goin ' to de kitchen an ' ah looked an ' looked an ' ah got up an ' 
ab looked an ' wasn ' no light s of  no automob ile comin ' in an ' so when we were at 
choir rehearsal dat night mah president said , "De reason ah ' m  late is dat mah 
father-in-law, he died . "  An '  so him an ' dis boy , Big Jim ,  dey call ' im ,  Big 
James , well dey lived right togethah befo ' dey lef ' heah . An ' aftah dey lef ' 
heah an ' ah went out dere tuh de pa ' k  an ' dey had purchased land - went to livin' 
togethah. De low one , he d ied this evenin ' about 4 o ' c lock an ' de next evenin ' 
dat othah one died at de same t ime .  

(How old were you when you f irst began to receive visions? )  
Ah wus ' bout - as neah as ah can think ah wus a l i ' le bit smallah den dat 

chile [ the young girl on the porch with us ] . 
(How old is  she now? ) 
Ah don ' know , honey [ author is called "honey" ] .  But ah wus a l i ' le bit 

smallah den she . 
CUBBY How old are you? [Asking child . ]  
CHILD Seven . 
(Seven . You were about six or seven then . )  
No , ah wusn ' six , ah wusn '  seven ah wu s  smallah den she an ' ah dunno whethah 

yo ' remembah it or not .  Yo ' know de colahed people dey carried dere religion 
diffrun . An ' mah daddy , all mah sistahs an ' brothahs de three wus bo ' .  He 
toted me tuh church dat night , to prayah meetin ' . An ' dey got in a r ing aftah 
dey had done prayed an ' ev ' rythin ' . An' ah wus de only li ' le chile dere . Dey 
got in a ring an ' dey j ' ined han ' s an ' dey wus wa ' kin ' roun ' , marchin ' ,  singin ' , 
Marahin ' up Si lver Hi l l [ ? ] . Ah tells ' em  all ' bout it now . An ' when ah tells 
' em about it ah think ' bout dat ring we wus marchin ' in ah wan ' to let ' im know 
' bout it but he know ' bout it . An ' ah tole - aftah den ah j is '  wen ' tuh ta ' kin ' 
an ' ah seed ' im in mah baid - mah brothah got killed ah seed ' im when dey put 
' im down de hole . Ah tole Mama ' bout it . Dey had a rope heah an ' a rope heah 
an ' ah j is '  saw ' em put t in '  ' im  in de hole . An ' three weeks aftah ah seed ' im  
we got a lettah an ' he wus dead an ' buried . Ah wus a l i ' le chile growin ' on up . 
Mah step-daddy , he wus very mean tuh me . Sometime ah could eat an ' sometime ah 
couldn ' . Ah tole ' im ,  ah say , "Dat ' s  all right . "  She ' ll tell yo ' ,  yo ' couldn ' t  
tell ' im from a white man tuh save yo ' life if he wus tub wa ' k  up tub yo ' .  Ah 
tole ' im - he cuss me out - an ' mah sistah would cuss back at ' im .  Ah wouldn ' 
cuss . Ah say , "Dat ' s  all right , yo ' ll need me befo ' ah need yo ' . " He looked at 
me an ' said , "Yo ' black son-of-a-so-an ' -so , ah ' ll nevah need yo ' . " Dat wus in 
1 913 . Ah had done grown up an ' ah ma ' ried den . Ah wusn ' t young den ah had to 
git ma ' ried ' cuz he wus mean somet ime ah could eat an ' sometime ah couldn ' . An '  
s o  i t  ranned an ' ranned , an ' ranned down me unt il 1925 . Ah wu s  in Tampa an ' ah 
comes down from Belmont [ ? ] Height s to go down tuh Madison Street an ' tuh git mah 
husban ' s money . An '  dey say , "Mr . Shelley fell wit a stroke . "  An '  he tole ' em ,  
"Mamie worries ' bout ev ' rythin ' , don ' tell ' er ,  don ' let  ' er know, she worries 
too ha ' d  [ hard ] .  Don ' tell ' er . " So ah wen ' an ' mah cousin said to me , "Why 
yo ' heah an ' Mr . Shelley fell Thursday an ' dey lookin ' fo ' ' im to die ? "  An ' so 
when mah husban ' came in , he says , "We ' ll f ix suppah an ' den we ' ll eat an ' we ' ll 
pull out from heah at 12 o ' clock tuhnight . An ' when he did he sta ' ted cryin ' 
an ' he had it  on de lef ' side an ' had to untwist ' is nose  an ' he sta ' t  tuh cryin' 
an ' he looked up aftah me . An ' ah would git down on mah knees ev ' ry mawnin ' be
fa ' ah ' d  eat an ' ah ' d  pray wit ' im an ' feed ' im an ' he ' d  look up in mah face . 
Ah heard dis thin ' , ah wus on mah knees prayin ' . An ' ah heard dis watah hittin '  
on de p illah an ' ah got up . He looked up in mah face , he says , "Mamie . "  Ah 
says , " Suh? "  He said a bunch of li ' le han ' s  don ' know wha ' we got to come down 
to , do we? "  Ah say , "All right when he say dat somethin ' peeled into me . Rem-
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embah wha ' yo ' tol ' ' im ,  he ' d  need yo ' befo ' yo ' need ' im. Had tuh feed ' im, 
had tuh put diapahs on ' im j is '  like a li ' le baby . Ah left mah home in Tampa 
an ' come heah . An ' ah say tuh Mama an ' dem ,  ah say , "Mr . Shelley gonna die .  
Yo ' all sittin '  aroun ' heah behin ' in ' is Mason ' s ,  ' hin ' in ' is insu ' ance , "  ah 
say , "he gonna die an ' if yo ' don ' catch up dese thin ' s yo ' gonna hafta pay . "  
So ah went aroun ' an ' caught up ev ' rythin ' . He wus $18  an ' somethin ' behin ' in 
de Mason ' s .  Ah caught up ev ' rythin ' befo ' an ' dat ole government man he come 
ast me , he say , "Mamie when yo ' need me , lemme know . "  So Mama an ' ev ' rybody 
come on but he died an ' ah stayed dere , me an ' mah baby stayed dere wit dose men. 
Dey d idn ' have but nine - wanted tuh g imme six .  Ah said , "No , ah tell yo 1 how 
tuh do it . Gimme two ev ' ry night an ' dat would give de othah ' s a chance tuh res ' 

while de othah two - an ' all of  ' em wouldn ' break down at de same time . Dey did
n ' have but nine . But dey did as ah tole ' em an ' ah wus heah when dey die - an ' 
mah baby . Dey say at death - when death comes , 6 inches is due tuh yo ' .  An '  • • •  

(Now wait a minute . WHAT DO YOU MEAN 6 INCHES IS DUE TO YOU? ) 
Yeah . YORE BAID GITS TOO SHO 'T FO ' YO ' WHEN YO ' DIE. YORE FEET BE COMIN ' 

OUT THROUGH DAT HAID OF DE BAID. 
(YOU GET LONGER WHEN YOU DIE? ) 
YEAH� SHURE - 6 INCHES • • •  

(You get longer when you are j ust  about ready to die . )  
No - when yo ' die . 
(Oh , when you die you get longer . )  

When mah baby wus bo ' n�--------��--����----��--���
---:Miz Mamie 

feet is j is '  as col ' . An ' ah ta ' ked tuh ' im .  �------���----�------�--�--� 
Ah say , "If  de Lawd wus tuh call yo ' 

�------���--��--����----�---------
but wha ' ah ' ve seed dat evenin ' when he were dyin ' , ah don ' like it . Ah come 
down heah dat Sunday - gonna take a nap an ' ah couldn ' take a nap . Ah j is '  look
ed up an ' ah slumbah in mah baid . Hearse come ovah - hadda fog light an ' anothah 
light an ' anothah light up dere . An ' tha ' am' ulance look like it gonna run ovah 
.e an ' a great big ole black bull wus in dat room . An' tha ' Monday - tha ' wus 
on a Sunday evenin ' an ' ah went back an ' tole Mama an ' ' em ,  "All right yo ' come . "  
Ah say ,  "All right Mr . Shelley gonna d ie an ' yo ' all gonna �----�--�---------
an '  so • • • •  If yo ' ll notice it it ' s  a c inch dat ah wus sent - come in dat room . 

(After he died or before he died? ) 
Befo ' he died . It ' s  a c inch to come in dat room. So Mama say • • •  

[ I  turn off  machine and then informant begins to talk about being born with 
a veil . ] 

(TELL ME THAT AGAIN WHAT YOU WERE GOING TO TELL ME ABOUT BEING BORN WITH A 
VEIL - THAT 'S THE REASON YOU HAD THAT GIFT. ) 

Oh yes ,  ah wus bo ' n  wit a veil an ' a frien ' of ' mine she had chilrun bo ' n  wit 
a veil . When dey git seeck [ s ick] she could tell when one git seeck it would 
be • • • 

(Well now what did she do with the veil , did she keep it ? )  
Oh yes she kep ' it in de bottom o f  ' er trunk . On accounta she would know 

she had been tol ' if yo ' keep dose - but if yo '  burn ' em up dey can ' t see 
spooks . But ah gotta daughtah can see ' em .  She can see ' em.  She wus bo ' n  wit 
it - my middle daughtah up de street dere . [SOUNDS LIKE DUCKS QUACKING. ]  Do 
you [ Cubby ] know Clara Montgomery? 

CUBBY No , ah don ' . 
Yo ' don ' know ' er .  Yo ' don ' go roun ' wit Goldie ' s  boys tuh de singin ' do yo ' ?  
CUBBY No . 
Well mah l i ' le gran ' daughtah she goes roun ' wit ' em .  Well , huh ont [aunt ] 

she wus bo ' n  wit a veil ovah huh face an ' when ah would carry huh out on de 
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po ' ch - ah d idn ' know an ' she nevah would look out in de da ' k . Af tah she ' d  git 
in huh baid she ' d  bury huh haid . 

(Why wouldn ' t  she look at the dark? ) 
' CUZ SHE CAN SEE DOSE FACES - SHE CAN SEE 'EM NOW. BUT AH DON ' WAN ' HUH TUH 

SHOW 'EM TUH ME. AH UST TUH HAVE A GRAPEFRUIT TREE DERE AN ' THIS MAN STAYED IN 
'EM. AN ' MO ' DEN 'IM� A MAN DRESSES IN BLACK IN DE CORNAH OF DAT LOT OVAH DERE 

AN 1 DEY SEE 'IM BUT AH DON 1 SEE 'IM. AH DON ' WANNA SEE 'IM. 
CUBBY I s  this because they were bo ' n  with this veil over their face where 

they can see these • • •  

Uh huh , well yo ' see if yo ' don ' do ' way wit ' em dey can see ' em. If yo ' 
burn ' em up dey cain ' t see ' em ,  dey cut de vis ion so . Ah dunno wha ' dey done 
wit mine , Mama don ' know eithah . An ' so wha ' dey done wit mine - but ah can 
j is '  see thin ' s an ' tell thin ' s an ' when enybody gonna die roun ' heah ah see 
it an ' ah tell ' em .  

CUBBY Well , now bein ' born with the veil an ' yo ' have visions - now that 
brings to min ' fortunetellers . Can you tell fortunes or anything like that? 

No , ah can tell thin ' s but ah don ' tell fortunes . But j is '  l ike ah tol ' 
mah step-daddy , "You ' d need me . "  Ah tole ' im  in 1913 but it didn ' come out 
' til 1 925 . He lived from 1 913 up ' til 1 925 an ' ah tol ' ' im  
he would need me befo ' ah need ' im. Wha ' did he tell me? "Yo ' black so-an ' -so , 
yo ' son-of-a-so-an ' -so ah ' ll nevah need yo ' . " But when he got ready tub die den 
ah had tuh put britches on ' im like a baby . He thought of it , Gawd brought it 
back to ' im  an ' when he said , "Mamie , "  crying - ah looked down at ' im an ' mah 
eyes got full of  tears when ah • • •  [ cut in tape ] .  

(We were driving past this woman ' s house and merely dec ided to stop and ask 
her if she knew anything . We saw her on the porch also a very elderly woman 
and this little g irl around seven . I call them three young women . Unfortunately 
the older woman was full of  aches and pains and we d idn ' t ask her about anything . 
After we got rid o f  the train ,  or the engine , then the three roo sters , then a 
bull dozer , that o ther noise you hear toward the end is a bull dozer . I will 
have to work over this story very carefully in order to get the essence out of  
it . We went over to Palmetto because there was a root doctor living over there . 
Mr .  Cubby went in to see whether he was home . He probably was but the family 
said he wasn ' t t here and might not get home until noon and probably wouldn ' t  be 
back until 4 o ' clock so we will try to catch this man again . We know his name 
but Cubby said tonight he would telephone him_ to see whether we could interview 
him. ) [ This notation was evidently added to the cylinder the same day , the 
night of our adventure . ]  

[We f inally got rid of  the noises by starting home . There had also been some 
noisy and no sy children at the beginning who suddenly appeared and began to play 
in front of the house . How did we git rid of them , by bribery? Later on in 
these interviews you will read Cubby and me d iscussing all these noises . A min
ute or so after leaving our informant ' s  house ,  we driving on a second-rate or 
third-rate street , Mr . Cubby suddenly remarked , "He ' s  following us ! "  His words 
sounded crazy ! Had the root doctor ' s  house or the seeing woman effected him !  
-....., • s  following us , "  I a sked . He  answered , "The Cop ! "  Completely surprised , 
I ..bled , "Oh , No ! "  I looked up into the rear mirror . He was ! Thinking 
qaiddy Mr .  Cubby then added , "We ' ll find out whether he ' s  following us . "  With
iD a �ute , ins tead of  turning left , go ing under and then up to  the great north
south bigbway that would lead us back to S t .  Petersburg , Mr .  Cubby continued 
a1oa& our poor road . The policeman went left ! ]  

[To the reader unfamiliar with these volumes of HOODOO , there was no reason 
why I should have been afraid or annoyed by a policeman following me . Mr . Cub-
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by was also unafraid , but as  a black man and a taxi cab driver he was a little 
allergic to being followed by a policeman . One question we discussed on the 
way home , did the policeman j us t  happen to be in the neighborhood or had some
one , perhaps the doctor 's house , called in to say a suspicious-looking white 
man with two black men were in the neighborhood? I am reasonably certain that 
no one had telephoned in a complaint about the noise . The doctor , named Walker , 
will appear later in these interviews . ]  

HERMAN HENRY TALKS ABOUT ANOTHER DOCTOR BUZZARD 
ALSO HE TELLS US ABOUT HIMSELF 

[As the reader has learned , some of these interviews in HOODOO are difficult 
to understand , frequently requiring the help of special knowledge in various 
fields ,  equipment I do not possess . Our present interesting and experienced 
man became one of my 3 assistants ,  desp ite his holding a full-time and respon
sible j ob .  By being well-known and getting about he could keep his ears open 
and make enquirie s .  This interview itself was contribut ion enough . We will 
hear much concerning the man himself , as well as another Doctor Buzzard he ap
parently never saw .  P lace o f  interview is Mr . Herman ' s  home , part of a black 
settlement of small houses closely packed . A few other things I add at the end 
of  this recording after listening to it at home next morning - see f inal bracket 
at the end . ] 

CUBBY Before you get started , Mr . Henry , do you have a plug- in where I could 
plug this up ? [Mr . Henry does something . ]  That ' s  okay , I don ' t wanta • • •  

HYATT (Would your batteries work , you think? ) [All three discuss plugging 
in recorder , comments unclear . ]  [ Comment by transcriber . ]  

HENRY This plug heah , ah have de radio plugged in heah , an ' ah tell ya ' wha ' 
ah can do , ah can • • •  

CUBBY No , you don ' t have to go to that trouble . [More discussion - not 
clear . ] 

( I ' ll tell you about Doctor Buzzard . Doctor Buzzard is in my book , yes . )  
[More discussion about where to set recorder . ]  

(The vo ice you hear now is that of  Harry Middleton Hyatt and this is Thursday , 
June 1 8 ,  1970 , and we are interviewing Herman Henry . And Mr . Henry was born in 
South Carolina . We ' ll get to all this in a moment . We j ust  started to say sa.e
thing and mentioned Doctor Buzzard . I • • •  ) 

HENRY Regar ' less  of  success an ' money , ' is frien ' s ,  no mattah whut de trouble 
vus , he could always give yuh a han ' .  [ Stat ic bad here . ] 

(Uh huh . ) 
AT DE TIME AH WUS IN SUHVICE [military service ]  AN ' AT DE TIME MAH WIFE BAD 

[ she ] WENT TUH HIM - O '  CO 'SE AH KNOWED 'IS [DOCTOR 'S] COUSIN BEFO ' [ this] . All ' 
SHE WAN 'ED [wanted ] ME OUT O '  SUHVICE. [THE DOCTOR 'S COUSIN WAS NOT IBFORKART ' S  

VIFE BUT A MAN INFORMANT LATER CALLS MARKEE . ] Dere was a numbah o f  youag fellows 
aroun ' dat did not wan ' tuh go intuh de suhvice . An '  he hadda temp ' rary cuah 
[cure ] fo ' dat . Ah mean in 3 or 4 months dat he could give ' em  a �ure - a 
cuah would las ' dat long at keepin ' ' em out of  suhvice , called AH �A GLT LN 
AN '  AH WAN 'A GIT OUT. 

(Oh !  That ' s  great [ laughs ] .  Now what year was this? ) 
It  wus in , uh , fo ' instance see ah wen ' in de suhvice in 1938. 
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( In 1938 . ) 
' 38 an ' ' 40 .  An '  see mah wife she wus bo ' n in dis small place - li ' le 

place 15  or 20 miles apa ' t [ apart ] . Achly [actually ] huh ont [ aunt ] - see she ' s  
dead - an ' well ,  so she [ aunt ] wus a doctah . • • 

(Her aunt was a docto�? ) 
Yes , uh , so she [ aunt ] said . 
(That ' s  what she said . )  
An ' so , uh , she [ aunt ] knew a Doctah Buzzard . Achly [ actually ]  ah didn '  wan ' 

tub go in de sub;ice at dis time mahself . An ' in fac ' ah wen ' in suhvice , as ah 
said , ah stayed 18 yeahs ! [Doctor Hyatt  laughs - Mrs .  Dyel . ]  

(Uh huh . ) 
An '  o '  co ' se [of  course ] she wan ' ed me out , so she wen ' tuh Doctah Buzzard . 
(Now where was Doctor Buz zard l iving at that time? ) 
Well at dis t ime - mos ' of  de t ime ah us ' ly see 1 im in Effin ' ham.  But achly 

he wus livin ' on a l i ' le islan * . Achly he wus mo s ' ly tub 1 imself . Ah mean ya 
only make a date wit ' im. Achly ah nevah re ' ly wen ' dere wheah he wus stayin ' .  
Jis ' if ya wan ' ed a intahview, j is 1 de same as ya intahview me . Jis ' if he wan ' 
tub ta ' k  tub ya . SOMETIMES DERE 'D BE THREE OR FOUR HUNDRED PEOPLE DERE AN ' HE 
WOULD GO AN ' JIS ' DISSAPEAH. 

(Disappear? ) 
Ah mean he would go . He ' ll come an ' he ' ll be dere . An '  see , anytime ya can ' 

[ can ' t ]  j is '  walk in tuh see ' im anyt ime ya wan ' tuh , j is '  ya as a indi�ij al 
[ individual ]  all de time . He wouldn ' go fo ' dat , had tub be 50 or 60 peopl� .  

(Oh yeah ! )  
[My preceding (Oh yeah ! ) is a lit tle unseemly here . What I wanted to say 

was ,  you are confusing your Doctor Buzzard with those traveling magicians who a 
generat ion earlier , and even earlier , had called themselves Doctor Buzzard and 
had given performances in churches . After the performance they would help you 
solve your personal problems ! Later on you will meet one of these Doctor Buz
bards in the brief s tatement of CHARLIE HARMON ; and you have already met one of 
them in DOCTOR BUZZARD OF NORFOLK who makes one of those g�eat entrances mention
ed • • • says nothing, walks up to his side of the interviewing tab le, and then bZ� 
flames of fi�e out of his mouth at me . (HOODOO , p . l5 15 , v . 2) . Those 300 or 4 00 
people suggest a revival meeting by an evangelist who called himself a Doctor 
Buzzard , or again this may have been an echo from former days and the magician. ] 

CUBBY You say that Doctor Buzzard was on a islan ' ? How did you get to this 
islan ' ? 

Well ah • • •  achly now he would come an ' go . Achly it wus a mystery . [Doctor 
Hyatt  finds this remark very amusing - laughs loudly . ] [Hyatt ,  a very skeptical 
person should have controlled himself , perhaps I had been out of field work too 
long ! ] Now, see this cous in ,  Markee , see Markee wus a firs ' cousin , an ' achly 
he has some powah hisself . He couldn ' achly do de work dat Doctah Buz zar�ld 
do but he could • • •  anything • • •  

CUBBY That was his cousin? 
Dat wus ' is cous in .  An ' in fac ' ah think he ' s  heah [ in St . Petersburg , Fla . ] 

now. 
(Here? ) 
Markee , yes . An ' see • • •  

CUBBY That ' s  his firs ' cousin? 
Yeah , an ' achly ah think Fanny [ his  wife? ] wen ' ovah befo ' .  Dat wus in ' 44 

or ' 45 .  See ah wus goin ' back an ' fo ' th on leave an ' s o  many young mens , yo ' 
know, didn ' t wan ' tub go in suhvice . Dat enytime dey wen ' befo ' de Doctah an ' 
dis time he wus cha ' gin '  $ 75 .  An ' de Markee tol ' me how long dis would las ' . 
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But whethah he would give ' im de mixture , which wus $ 25 0 .  An '  dey had a invest
igation from the FBI . 

(Oooh!  Now before we forget it , what town was this  island near? ) 
It  wus off  from Coopah Rivah. Do ya know wheah Coopah Rivah is? 
(Oh yes ,  that ' s  right at Charles ton . )  
Yes , but it ' s  off by itself . Ya know . Ah ' ve nevah been dere , now. 
(Oh, you were never there . But the Doctor lived somewhere on an island off  

Cooper • • •  ? )  
Off  de Coopah Rivah bridge . [ I  had been across  it several t imes years before .] 
(Near the Cooper River bridge . Did you know the name of  the island? Did the 

island have any name? ) 
Er , yuh , Parcill [ ? ] li ' le place dey call Parcill [ ? ] Islan ' , an ' • • •  

(Parcill I sland , I see . )  
[This was not the Doctor Buzzard who d ied before World War II . ]  
An ' whut it wus at de Markee splained [ explained ] tub me - whut wus de ingred

ien ' s  it would slow yore pul se beat an ' yore hea ' t  beat . 
(Oh , he gave you a medic ine of some sort? )  
Yeah , give ya a medicine , a mixture wit sulphah in it an ' somethin ' else dat 

would las ' achly about a month or 2 months ,  see . 
( I  see . ) 
Achly it wus fo ' de hea ' t  [heart ] .  Dat ' s  why de FBI invest igated ' cause dere 

vas tub many young mens had bad hea ' t s . [All laugh . ] 
[Recording unclear . ]  

Dey cain ' t undahs tan ' why so many young men , yo ' see? 
(Yeah . Well now, only Buzzard could give these or could your cousin also 

give those? ) 
Yeah , well ah think he had dem but ah think he wus a l i ' le bit afraid of  ' em 

hisself . He wus one o '  these aides . He would set up ev ' rythin ' , ya know, he • • •  

(Oh , he was one of the field workers . )  
Yes , but ah think he had de knowle ' ge but he didn ' have as thorough knowle ' ge 

as Buzzard had . Whenevah dere wus a complicated case why he would say , er , uh , 
"We will meet at sech-an ' -sech a place . "  An '  dat ' s  de only t ime ya would see 
' fm , only on spec ial o ' casions . 

(Uh huh . Well did you ever hear of anyone meeting Doctor Buzzard or seeing 
him? ) 

---Oh , oh, oh man , ah ' ve met ' im mahself . [Laughs . ]  Shuah , shuah , shuah . 
(Well tell us how did he look? What did he look like? ) 
[RADIO CAN BE HEARD PLAYING IN BACKGROUND. ] Mos ' ly la ' ge , ah ' d say . ' Bout 

195 pounds , very dahk [ dark] . An ' as ah tol ' ya dat mah firs ' wife , he tole 
.e whut mah problem would be an ' which we wus divorced . An ' j is '  whut he did 
tell me did come true . 

( I  see . )  
An ' he tole me why , in relation tub mah wife . People say dat • • •  ah ma ' ied huh 

in Effin ' ham an ' he tol ' me how things would go an ' j is '  whut would happen . 
ACHLY IN DE SUHVICE - SEE AH WUS A SUHVIVOR OF DE PRINCETON [ ? ]  OFF DE SHIP AN ' 
!IE TOL ' ME, SAY • • •  

(WAIT A MINUTE. A SURVIVOR OFF OF A BOAT? ) 
YES, AH • • •  

(WHAP HAPPENED TO THE SHIP? ) 
THE SHIP WUS BLOWED UP. 
(OH, IT WAS BLOWN UP AND YOU 'RE ONE OF THE SURVIVORS OF IT. ) 
AH 'SE ONE OF DE SUHVIVORS OF IT. 
(WHEN DID THIS ACCIDENT OCCUR?)  
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r.r OCCUHRED IN '43.  
(In ' 43? ) 
Right . 
(Can you give me the place or the date? ) 
Ah can g ive ya de date . Let ' s  see , de date wu s ,  uh , uh , Augus ' • • •  AH THINK I:T 

JIUS AUGUS ' DE 8TH., UH, SEE UH, OUT OF ALL SUHVIVORS., ACHLY IT WUS 500 OF US ON 
DE SHIP AN ' AH WUS 'MONG DE 'l OR 8 DAT WUS SAVED. 

( 'l  OR 8?  GOOD HEAVENS! )  
7 o r  8 .  
(What happened? Was i t  an explosion ,  a submarine o r  what? )  
A SUBMARINE HIT DE SHIP. ACHLY • • •  

CUBBY WAS IT A CARRIER? 
OH., IT WUS A CARRIER., A BABY CARRIER., ACHLY IT WUS A CONVERTED TANKER. WE 

ONLY HAD 52  PLANES [SAYS PLANS] ON IT. BUT ACHLY WHUT HE SAID., WHUT HE TOLE 
WHUT WOULD HAPPEN, WHICH DID HAPPEN AN ' STILL TOL ' ME., HE SAY WOULDN 'T MAKE ANY 
DIFFRUNCE. 'CAUSE ACHLY DEY THOUGHT AH WUS LOS ' IN ACTION. MAH DEATH WUS PAID 
OFF TUB MAH WIFE 'S PEOPLE. PAID OFF. IN 9 MONTHS DEY DIDN ' • • •  ACHLY AH ONLY 
STAYED IN DE WATAH 5 DAYS IN DE RAF ' .  

CUBBY HOW WUS YOU RESCUED? 
WELL • • •  DESTROYAH [ destroyer ] .,  THE 30TH FLEET. AH WUS RESCUED. BUT SEE AT DE 

SAME TIME DEY DIDN ' HA VE  ANY RECO 'DS [ records ] ' CAUSE DE RECO 'DS WUS LOS ' ON DE 
SHIP. Dey didn ' t know whethah ah wus los '  or • • •  eithah way an '  • • •  

CUBBY Scuse me fo ' cuttin '  in , but now ah noticed you mention • • •  you say yore 
wife had gone to Doator Buzzard to get you out of  de service . Well was this the 
way he wus gettin '  you out of the service? 

Uh, sometime ah wondah ' bout dat . [HERMAN HENRY HAS A GREAT SENSE OF HUMOR. 
EVERYBODY LAUGHS LOUDLY. ] [ Comment by Mrs . Dyel the transcriber . ]  

Anyway , but ah knowed dis much dat she called ' im. De Markee • • •  ah talked tuh 
de Markee an ' s ince den ah only talked tuh ' im  once . Uh ,  ah think he knew her 
ont [ aunt ] ' cause she wus s ' posed tub be a dOatah also but ah don ' think dey ' d  
agree tuhgethah . Ya undahstan ' ?  ' Cause ya know Doatah Buzzard - achly ah know 
fo ' mahself he wus fo ' real an ' she wus j is '  fakin ' . Achly she wus good in mid
wife work ya know an ' so  fo ' th an ' she wan 1 ed tub run competit ion , ya know whut 
ah mean? She couldn ' compete wit ' im  but ah mean • • •  achly as ah see it , one way 
dat dey thought dey runnin ' competition ya know on de side . ACHLY SOME MAH BUD
DIES IN SUHVICE, NO MATTAH WHUT YORE TROUBLE WERE, IF YA SEEN DE MARKEE., UH, AN ' 
TALKED TUH "DOCTAH" BUZZARD - IF YUH TALKED TUB 'IM., DERE ONE THING DAT HE • • •  

ANYTIME., NO MATTAH WHO WUS SPEAKIN ' TUH 'IM NOW IF YUH SAID HE LIKE TUH BE AD
DRESSED TUH WHUT HE IS. NOW DIS IS "DOCTAH" BUZZARD. AH SAY., "WONDAH WHY HE 
LIKE DAT? " AH SAY., "WHY YO ' LIKE DAT? "  HE 'D SAY., "WHY., AH AM DE 'KING OF DE 
BUZZARDS. ' "  

(King of de Buzzards? )  
HE 'D SAY., "AH 'M KING OF DE BUZZARDS. " AH 'D SAY, "WHY WOULDN ' DEY LET DE 

EAGLES, ER SOMETHIN ' O '  DAT NATURE? "  HE 'D SAY., "NO, " SAY, "DE EAGLES STIRS DE 
NES 'S BUT AH STIRS DE PEOPLE., " HE SAY, "AH 'M KING 0 '  DE BLACK PEOPLE. " 

(Uh huh . ) 
AN '  AH TELL YA SOMETHIN ' ELSE HE TOLE ME 'BOUT A BUZZARD. HE SAID., "DERE 

CAll BE THINGS 50 LAYIN ' OUT ON DE GROUN ' AN ' YA SEN ' OUT A BUZZARD HE KNOW 
J/BICB ONE IS IMPO 'TANT AN ' WHICH ONE IS NOT IMPO 'TANT. 

(That ' s  right . )  [ I  haven ' t  the slightest idea what I meant by this . ]  
Be say, "Ah know how tub p ick ' em  out , "  say , " ah got a investigation . "  Well 

DO .. ttah whut de trouble is , now he know ya when ya reach ' im. [This knowing 
:JUU vheD you arrive , even before you arrive , is an old triak. ] 
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(Uh huh . ) 
CUBBY Tell me this , you say now he said he was King of the Buzzards . Did 

he use real buzzards in his work? 
Dat wus ' is slogan [unsure of word ] dat ' s  whut he love , de buzzards . He say 

dat why he uses de title . He wan ' s de clean - although they say he [ a  buzzard ] 
bad , he like clean good things . 

CUBBY But now I ' ve heard a rumor that Dr . Buzzard carries a buzzard with him. 
Oh , he always had do se li ' le three with ' im .  Oh , shuah . 
CUBBY Oh , he had 3 buzzards with ' im? 
[ 3  is new, usually 2 or 4 . ] 
Mos '  o '  de t ime , yeah . 
CUBBY Where did he carry ' em at? On his arm or did they light on his shoul

der? [Does Mr . Cubby sound a little skep tical? ] 
No , sometimes dey light on ' is shouldah an ' • • •  he played wit ' em all de time , 

see . 
(Did you actually go to his house? ) 
No , ah didn ' achly go tuh ' is house ' cause he came ovah from de islan ' . But 

ah know wheah it  wus . But de Markee • • •  ah could ' ve • • •  

(In order to meet Doator Buzzard you had to go through Markee? )  
Ah had tuh go through Markee . 
(You couldn ' t approach him personally? You had to go through Markee or some

body else . ) 
Markee , see achly de way ah - see ah usta box . Ah wus de Navy champion for 

quite a while , see . 
(Oo�h,  good . What weight were you suppo sed to be? ) 
Ah wus , er , light-heavy . 
(Uh huh . ) 
Buhman [Herman ] Henry • • •  ah think yo ' ve heared o '  me . 
(Uh huh, well yes . ) [Had I? ] 

An '  through Markee wus de f irs ' 
place dat ah met ' im. But achly see it ' s  mah wife ' s  ont by dem bein '  in de same 
place . In fac ' o '  de inciden ' dat happened between Doatah Buzzard an ' mah wife ' s  
ont . SEE DIS BABY WUS BO 'N WIT A VEIL OVAH IT 'S FACE OR SOMETHIN ' .  BUT ANYWAY 
HE HAD TUH SURVIVE [ revive? ] DIS BABY. DIS BABY S 'POSED TUH BEEN DAID. AN ' SO 
DE MARKEE WEN ' IN AN ' GOT "DOCTAH" BUZZARD AN ' HE BROUGHT DE BABY BACK ALIVE. 

CUBBY From de dead? 
Achly it wus dead . An '  so de Markee • • •  de baby wus 2 or 3 days ol ' . Achly it 

vus daid . 
CUBBY Well tell me this - was this  baby relat ion to Doator Buzzard or some

thin ' de reason he brought him back or was this • • •  ? [ Cubby appears to have 
doubt s . ] 

No , ah think he did dat tuh show dat he had de powah . 
CUBBY Have you ever had Doator Buzzard do anythin ' fo ' yo ' ?  
Shuah , shuah . Ah had • • •  see aftah ah came back • • •  an ' still an ' all dat ' s • • •  

now (unclear) 
(unclear) 

he said , "You can keep dis woman if ya wan ' ' er , "  he said , "but huh ont is de 
one dat caused yuh tuh have been sad . "  Now dis has happen tuh quite a few 
suhvice men but ah didn ' think • • •  ah didn ' evah know dat she wus ma ' ied befo ' , 
see? 

(Uh huh . ) 
An ' he related all dis tuh me - tuh me . 

she put it , j is '  havin ' huh fun , ya know. 
An ' say achly she didn ' wan ' tuh • • •  

Becuz achly she wusn ' t  but 1 9  yeahs 
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ol ' . But ah thought she wus innocen ' an ' so fo ' th , see? 
(Yeah . ) 
Achly she tol ' me dat Doctah Buzzard say ah turn dis back on yuh an ' achly • • •  

CUBBY Turn what back on yo ' ?  [ Some discus sion between Henry and Cubby but 
it is not clear . ] 

He said dis • . .  Doctah Buzzard . . . he say ,  "Dis one is a nice innocen 1 girl an ' 
so fo ' th an ' ya might love ' er ,  but ' er ont is runnin ' competition wit me . "  
But aftah he brought dat baby back • • •  he said , "Whut ah mean achly she j is ' 
greedy fo 1 money . She usta be a good workah. "  He said , "Achly whut ah do ah 
do it fo ' de good paht . " He said , "Long as it wusn ' good ya can laugh but , "  he 
said , "ah gonna turn de evil back on ' er . "  An ' she dead - she died ' bout three 
yeahs ago . 

CUBBY What evil had she done? 
Well yo ' see she had huh neice • • •  [Dr . Hyatt says something - unclear . ]  She 

had huh neice , ya undahstan ' ,  set up dese marriages an ' so fo ' th wit de suhVfCe 
man . Dere ' s anothah thin ' ah thought of , he ' s  an officah . He say , "Dere ' s  
some cases ah cain ' t take if ah cain ' t do de good part up . "  He say ,  "Ah ' m  de 
buzzard , ah ' m s ' posed tub be nasty but ah ' m  de cleanes ' thin ' in de worl ' . "  

or less . 
[ Static bad several places . ]  • Dat wus ' is phrasing mo '  

CUBBY Yo ' said somethin ' tha 1 caught my interes 1 •  He say , " I  am de clean 
part of  de worl 1 • " In o ther words ,  Doator Buzzard d idn ' put • • •  as they say , cast 
spells on de people . He d idn ' do that • • •  ? 

No , no . He removed thin ' s see but anyt ime somebody • • •  he removed thin ' s an ' 
maybe de way he did thin ' s a lotta people didn ' like it . He said , "Ah ' d  do it 
tuh help people . "  See? 

( I  see . ) 
Said now • • •  ah ' m quite shuah he had de powah to de evil . Now if he wan ' ed 

tub kill someone , he said , "Ah ' ve been offahed money fo ' dat . "  
(Uh huh . ) 
He said , "But ah don ' do dat . "  He said , "Now, if anyone else put on ya , ah 

can tell ya ah wusn ' t . But one thin ' - don ' mattah who it is ,  dis he made p lain , 
he said , "SOMETIME WHEN AH REMOVE IT FROM YA IT MIGHT GO BACK TUH WHEAH IT CAME." 
An ' he said , "Now ev ' rything , "  he tole me dis • • •  like de Markee tol ' me , says , 
"EV 'RYTHING DAT GAWD DO DE DEVIL GOTTA IMITATION FO ' IT. " He say , "Ah throw it 
back on ' em. "  Dat ' s  whut he tol ' me . Ev ' rything Gawd do . 

CUBBY SO SAY FO '  INSTANCE IF AH WENT TO ANOTHER ROOT DOCTOR AN ' AH HAD THIS 
ROOT DOCTOR PUT A SPELL ON YOU AN ' "DOCTOR" BUZZARD TOOK THIS SPELL OFF OF YOU, 
IT WILL COME BACK TO ME? 

YES, A 'WAYS COME BACK TUH DE ONE DAT PUT IT ON. [THIS THEORY IS ENTIRELY 
NEW! ] 

CUBBY OH, IT WOULD GO BACK TO THE "DOCTOR. " AN ' THAT 'S WHERE THE EVIL OF 
"DOCTOR" BUZZARD COME BY. THEY WERE SAYIN ' IT 'S EVIL BECAUSE HE WOULD RETURN 
IT BACK. 

Yes ,  an ' l ike he ' splained tub me , he say , "Lissen it ' s  no t ime fo ' doin ' 
evil fo ' evil or eye fo ' a eye . "  HE SAID, "DAT 'S HOW COME DE GOV 'MENT DON ' 
LIKE liE, SAY A LOTTA MEN DON ' LIKE SUHVICE AN ' AH DID WHUT AH DID TUB KEEP 'EM 
aJ'.l DE SUHVICE. " HE LIKE TUH PLEASE EV 'RYBODY BUT YUH CAIN 'T PLEASE EV 'RYBODY. 

(ft!n NEVER PUT BUZZARD IN JAIL, DID THEY?) 
.0� DEI COULDN ' EVAH • • •  ACHLY DEY DIDN 'T NEVAH HAVE NO EVIDENCE ON 1IM. 
(Oh, I see. ) 
See, even de FBI an ' so fo ' th come . Dey said dat he wen ' ovah to ' is islan ' . 

llarbe •Y dey achly couldn ' toucb"'i"m.  
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CUBBY You keep mentioning this Markee . 
Markee . Ah 1m quite shuah he is heah now . 
CUBBY But ah mean who is Markee? 
Dat ' s  ' is cousin , his firs ' cousin . 
CUBBY Oh he ' s  a firs ' cousin of  Doator Buz zard . 
(Doator Buzzard ' s  cousin , I see . )  
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CUBBY Tell me this now. Ah ' ve heard there are three or  four Doator Buzzards . 
But dere is only one orig ' nal . 
(One original . )  
CUBBY Was he a black man or  a white man? 
Gawd , lis ten he ' s  darkah den yuh are . [Laughs . ]  He ' s  re ' lly black dere ' s  no 

question ' bout it . 
(Do you know where he came from? Have you any idea where he was born or any

thing? ) 
Markee said he thinks he wus bo ' n  somewhere aroun ' Yamassee . Ah think it wus 

out from Effin ' ham. Yuh see aftah he came from dat envir ' men ' , as ah undahstan '  
he didn ' • • •  as MARKEE SAY� HE WUS BO 'N WIT A GIFT. He wu s  eithah bo ' n  wit i t  or 
someone taught ' im . ' Cuz he have all kin ' a medical degrees an ' so fo ' th . But 
how he practiced dis an ' got it ah dunno . Dis wus a mystery to ev ' ryone . 

(He would also heal people? ) 
Shuah , he would do it . Shuah he would heal . He said he have had de gangstahs 

an ' so fo ' th to come in an ' ask questions an ' set ' im up wit a numbah or • • •  he ' d 
nevah deal wit ' em if he knowed dey wus crooked . But no mattah whut yore help 
vus , fam ' ly problems , so fo ' th , j is '  whut ya wan ' ed .  He tried tub sat isfy de 
indivij al . HE KNEW YA BEFO ' YA GOT DERE. [ I  referred to this before . H . M . H . ] 

(I see . He knew you before you got there . )  
GAWD� HE 'LL TELL YA YORE FAM 'LY NAME� WHEAH YA CAME FROM AN ' HE ACHLY HE 

1/0ULD KNOW YA . AFTAH YO 'D MET HE 'D TELL YA� "AH KNOW YORE PROBLEMS. " 
( In other words you came there and you didn ' t  have to explain anything to him 

at all . He knew everything about you . ) 
He ' d  know somethin 1 �--�--�------------�--�--�------��--------------

[Talks so ftly and there is s tatic here . ] [Mrs .  Dyel . ]  
AN '  DE QUEERES ' THIN ' HE WOULD KNOW WHUT YORE PROBLEMS WUS� WHO YA WAN 'ED TUH 
TA 'K 'BOUT� WHO YA GRAN 'MOTHAH AN ' GRAN 'FATHAH WUS� WHUT YUH AGE. MARKEE DIDN 'T 
GIT DAT INFO 'MATION. HE WOULD TELL YA DAT NO SOONAH DEN HE SPOKE TUH YA . 

[These words of 1970  I had heard previously from my first root doctor back in 
Richmond , Va . , in 1936 , and here they are : I 'M A SON OF A MOTHER THAT COULD EVEN 
"DOWN-TELL" YOU (= SMOTHER YOU WITH WORDS) - SHE WALK IN HERE AN ' CALL YOUR NAME� 
TELL YOU WHERE YOU LIVE� TELL YOU THE NUMBER OF YOUR HOUSE� HOW MANY CHILDREN YOU 
HAD� WHETHER YOUR WIFE WAS LIVIN ' OR NOT� W 'A KIN 'A HAIR SHE HAD� HOW OLD SHE 
JIAS� W 'A ' HER NAME IS. THAT 'S THE KIN 'A MOTHER I HAD. (HOODOO , p . 93 6 ,  vo1 . 2 . ) 
This man j ust quo ted was from Greensboro , S .  Car . You will not understand HOODOO 
unless you realize my preceding first root doator is not lying . He had been 
brought up in a special atmosphere of  overstatement , sweeping ges ture , enthusi
asm , etc . Add visions , dreams , an out-worn view of the Bible and other elements ,  
and you will have a special problem . ] 

CUBBY Before we get invo ' ved wit that , I ' m  still puz zled on this gett in ' out 
of the service . You said that your wife wanted to get you out of the service . 
Did you get out right aftah this boat explosion or what have you? 

No , ah didn ' get out • • •  

CUBBY Before you go into that answer , would you answer this also with that? 
YOU SAY YOU SPENT 18 YEARS IN SERVICE� UH� AFTER 18 YEARS IT WOULD SEEM TO ME 
YOU WOULDN ' VE  [would have ] MADE A CAREER OF IT� OUT OF THE SERVICE WITH 20 YEARS. 
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WAS THIS THE SPELL THAT WAS CAST UPON YOU TO STOP YOU FROM COMPLETING YOUR 
CAREER OR WHAT? 

WELL SEE AFTAH AH HAD SPEN ' SO MUCH TIME IN DE OLYMPICS� SEE DEY GRANT ME DA!r 
MUCH TIME 'CUZ AH COULDN ' ACHLY • • •  SEE� AH COULDN ' GET ANY MONEY. 

(NOW WAIT A MINUTE� WHAT DO YOU MEAN? DID HE SAY THE OLYMPICS? )  
YES� A COUPLE O '  TIMES AH FIGHT IN DE OLYMPICS ON DE ALL-SUHVICE LEAGUE� SEE. 

BUT YA KNOW AH ' VE  BEEN IN DE RING WIT ' SUGAH RAY AN ' JAMES BOND [ ? ] AN ' BIG PAT 
ELLIS [ ? ] AN ' SO FO 'TH. SEE� ACHLY BY ME BEIN ' IN DE SUHVICE� DEY COULDN ' GIVE 
ME ANY MONEY. [NAMES UNCLEAR EXCEPT FOR SUGAH RAY - MRS. DYEL. ] 

(I  see . I see . ) 
So my said we would grant ' im dese las ' 18 months , see . So 

dat means he got 18 yeahs , see dat ' s  why dey grant me de res ' of dat tuh make 
up fo ' it , see? 

(Oh good , good . )  
Dat ' s  de only good thin ' dey achly done . See , dey wouldn ' give me any money 

b ' cuz dey wusn ' allowed tuh .  See ah wouldn ' wanna go tuh school wit no scholar
ship , but ah couldn ' ve wen ' undah de GI Bill so dey j is '  granted me dat much 
time . 

----(I  see . By the way how was Docto� Buz zard ' s  charges ,  how did you pay him? ) 
Well achly , he ' d  know - he ' d  know whethah yuh wus sincere or whethah yuh wus 

lyin ' . Ah dunno , he wus a strange one . Achly ah dunno • • •  achly ah don ' think 
he wan ' ed • • •  achly he had whut he wan ' ed .  He had ev ' rythin ' he wan ' ed .  

(Well now i f  you went to him for help and he helped you - then did he charge 
you for that ? ) 

No . 
(He didn ' t charge you? ) 
No , he didn ' charge me . 
(Did he charge these young service men for getting out • • •  ? )  
Shuah . He charged some and some he didn ' t .  
( I  see . ) 
' Cuz achly if ya wen ' befo ' ' im - he know yore condition . 
(I  see . )  

AN ' ACHLY • • •  YUH HAVE ANYTHIN ' YUH WAN '  TUH� YUH WAN ' TUH CONTRIBUTE SOMETHIN ' 
TUH 'IM OR IF YUH DON '� IT 'S ALL RIGHT. 'CUZ HE ACHLY HE KNEW • • •  

CUBBY DID HE TAKE IT IN 'IS HAN ' OR HOW DID HE TAKE IT? 
[Mr . Cubby ' s  ques tion about whether Docto� Buzzard took money out of client ' s  

hand comes from Mrs . Brooker the healer , not her interview but our comment on 
her interview, which separately follows interview. ] 

No , he had a vase he would put whut yuh contributed in dat vase an ' as he 
said • • •  Markee knowed about he sometimes would , uh , he brought characters here 
who wan ' ed tuh pay ' im ,  he say ,  "No . "  ------���--�--------------------(Recording very bad here . )  
He a ' ways wan ' s tuh deal wit de real people . He say he had evahthin ' he wan ' . 

CUBBY You say Markee lives here now. Is there any possible way you think 
that we can contact ' im, or you could contac ' ' im , or you know someone that 
could contac ' him? 

Yo ' see Markee had a daughtah , Vera . Ah think he wus heah fo ' huh graduatio� 
Dat been ' bout three of fo ' days . Achly ah seen ' im .  

CUBBY You say he was a aide to Docto� Buzzard . Do you think he ' s  here in 
this area doin ' the work or was he here , like you said for graduation? 

Ah think he is still heah . 
CUBBY Do you have any reason to b ' lieve he is probably doin ' rootwork here? 
Well ah think so . Achly ah don ' know ' is bus ' ness but ___________ _ 
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(Recording very bad here . )  
In fac ' de people git de wrong impression , he wus achly heah to he 'p  ' em .  

(Yeah . Well , that ' s  right . )  
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He ' s  not a • • •  he don ' let • • •  now lissen he don ' , DoctoP Buzzard , like ya said 
now, he screens ' em  hisself an ' he knowed whethah dey have good intentions or 
bad intentions . HE 'S GREAT HISSELF. HE SAYS, "NO MATTAH WHUT AH DO • • •  ABOUT 
MAH POWAH • • •  WHEAH AH GIT MAH POWAH FROM. " HE SAY HE DUNNO. HE A 'WAYS SAY, 
"AH 'M HEAH TUH STA 'T [ start ] WIT

--:-----=-.....--:---.--:---------:-:---:-:--......-: " 
CUBBY Let me ask you somethin ' now. Yo ' don ' have to answer this if yo ' 

don ' wan ' to . You ' ve been here in S t . Petersburg a long time . 
On an ' off . 
CUBBY Do you know of  any root doctors aroun ' ? Anyone who knows one? 

[ Static here ruins most  of the next few statements - can ' t understand enough 
to transcribe . ]  

CUBBY I WAS GOIN ' TO ASK YOU ABOUT BISHOP WOMACK. 
BISHOP? HE 'S A HEALAH TOO. HE MAY BE HOME BUT • • •  HE 'S A GOOD PRIEN ' 0 '  MINE 

TOO. BUT NOW IF YUH JIS ' WAN '  TUH MEET 'IM AN ' INTAHVIEW 'IM NOW. AH HAVE TUB 
BE FRANK WIT YUH - THIS MUCH NOW AH DUNNO WHUT YUH WAN ' - GOOD OR BAD. 'CUZ 
MAYBE IF AH TA 'K TUB 'IM NOW HE MAY SPEAK SOME, AH DUNNO. 

CUBBY THE REASON I ASK YOU THIS, LAS ' NIGHT WAS SOMEONE TOLE US ABOUT • • •  
YEAH, DE BISHOP IS A HEALAH. 
CUBBY WELL YOU WOULDN ' HAVE TO GO THERE WIT US, I MEAN WE WOULDN ' EVEN 

MENTION YOUR NAME OR SAY YOU WERE THE ONE THAT TOL ' US. 
IT WOULDN ' EVEN MATTAH BECUZ HE HAD A "CULTURE SECT" IN PALMETTO. HE ALSO 

HAVE TWO CHURCHES HEAH. AN ' HE 'S HEAD OF A CULTURE THEAH. 
CUBBY A culture? 
A culture , yes . An ' he • • •  
CUBBY Now • • •  a woman • • •  now I want to get back to this woman ' cause I thought 

you were talkin ' about Bishop Womack. 
No , dere • ·s a lady stayed nex ' tub yuh. Ah call huh name ' cuz achly huh bus-

ban ' died ' bout three yeahs ago or bettah .  
CUBBY [ Says something - not clear . ] 
Uh huh, on 21st • • •  
CUBBY I have two - wait a minute ah have two ladies stayin ' there . There ' s  

a lady stayed on de cornah on dis side . You mean the old lady on this side or • • •  
Now there ' s  another lady s tayin ' on the side of  me in the second house - little 
house . I live in the big house . 

Yuh know, de lady name is Davis . 
CUBBY Davis , she stays  on dis side , yes . All right , huh bus ban '

---:-
-

�-[More than one person talking - words j umbled and also static . ] 

CUBBY Do they do root work? 
Yes ,  root work . She ' s a healah . Achly she ' s a Poot � - Achly she goes 

both ways . [ They all laugh - Mrs .  Dyel . ] [ Exclude me from the laugh - Hyatt . ] 
ACHLY HUH AN ' HUH HUSBAN ', AH TELL YA, AH TELL YA WHUT SOMEONE ELSE rcJL ' liE. 

DIS IS CONFIDENT 'AL DAT AH 'M TELLIN ' YUH. UH, HUH HUSBAN ' DID SONETJJJJ ' AI '  
SOMEONE ELSE "TURNED" IT "BACK" ON 'IM, SEE. 

[To turn back - to reverse the spell - is a technical term. To belie9e this 
gossip about the husband makes you a - you will soon meet him! ] 

CUBBY So  he died? 
HE DIED. HE DID SOMETHIN ' WRONG AN '  HE SAY, "ANYTIME DAT AB r.t.7RK I6 GOOD 

FAITH, AH DON ' PROMISE AH KNOW WHUT AH 'M DOIN ' . " HE SAID, "ALIIHS B1!NE11BAB 
DIS, " HE SAY, "GOOD ALWAYS DEFY EVIL, " AN ' SAY, ''A LO'l'TA PEOPLE SE1111 TUB HAVE 
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DIS POWAH BUT DEY DON ' KNOW HOW TUB USE IT. " [ Is informant talking about · husbaui 
Davis or Markee , or whom? ] 

AN '  JIS ' LIKE HE SAY, HE SAY, "REMEMBAH DIS, GOOD ALWAYS DEFY EVIL . " HE SAY11 
"NO MATTAH WHUT GAWD EVAH DONE WIT YUH DERE 'S ALWAYS SOME OF DE DEVIL 'S IMITA
TAHS. " HE SAID, "DE REASON AH LIKE DE BUZZARD IS 'CUZ DE BUZZARD THROWS IT BACK 
IN THEIR · FACE. " 

CUBBY Before we get on to somethin ' else , now you got me puzzled b ' cause MrL 
Davis she ' s been livin ' nex ' tub me since about a year ago nex ' month . An ' • • •  

[ somebody says something ] know she have a lotta company too . 
AH BET SHE DON ' LIVE WIT ANYONE. [MRS. DAVIS WILL GIVE THE REASON WHY. ] 
CUBBY No , she keeps to herself . But what I ' m  tryin ' to say is , does she 

know that you know about her? 
Right . She should know. [Laughs . ]  
CUBBY Bein ' her lan ' lord , see because I ' m the lan ' lord of  this property up 

there , I would feel sort of skeptical about goin ' to her myself , you know . 
Yes . 
CUBBY So  what I wondered was if you would confront her and explain to her • • •  

we ' ll give you a bet ter idea of this work an ' let you talk to her . 
(We ' d  like to talk to her . )  
Now yuh know she ' d  prob ' ly ta ' k  tub me an ' ah • • •  she kinda skept ical but ah 

think ah • • •  ' cause ah tell ya de Markee • • •  he knows dat ah ' m  a hones ' person an ' 
now he ' ll tell me thin ' s but he don ' t tell anyone else . Mos ' ly • • •  ah ' m  no t 
mos ' ly intahested but he tell me many thin ' s .  Whut happens if ah • • •  Mrs .  Davis • 

• •  I do go ta ' k  tub huh? 
(How are you going to handle the situation? ) 
Ah mean dat ' s  been huh life an ' huh husban ' s ,  now ah know dat . 
CUBBY I would let ' er know really that I would never reveal it . Because 

I don'  have any concern of it what soevah . 
Dis (Bad recording . ) 

(You ' re j ust  thinking of  the money end of it , for her . She ' d  want to know 
what she ' s going to get out of it , is that what you mean? Well we could do 
something about that . )  

CUBBY He [Doctor Hyat t  - Mr s .  Dyel ] would talk to her himself . I mean if 
she is willin ' to talk . 

Ah will talk tub huh • • •  how should ah put it tub huh? 
CUBBY Explain to her wha ' he ' s  doin ' . 
SHE HAS CERTAIN POWAHS. YUH WOULD LIKE TUH KNOW WHUT SHE CAN DO AN ' WHUT SHE 

CANNOT DO, IS THAT WHUT YUH • • •  ? 
(NOT ONLY THAT BUT I WOULD LIKE TO KNOW, FROM THE PROFESSIONALS, HOW THEY 

GOT INTO THE WORK - SOME OF THEIR EXPERIENCES. FOR EXAMPLE LET ME GIVE YOU A 
QUESTION I HAVEN 'T ASKED YET. WHEN YOU WERE GROWING UP AND EVEN LATER ON, DID 
"DOCTOR" BUZZARD ALSO HAVE WHITE CUSTOMERS?) [Voices are beginning to get very 
rapid . ] 

.Qh., Gawd yes , .I!!. 
(Good , good . ) 
In fac ' he had mo ' white customahs den he had black. 
(That ' s what I wanted to hear . That ' s  part of  the investigation . ) 
Shuah, shuah, he did . Gawd yes . 
CUBBY Did they have any white root doctors aroun ' ? 
As ah said dey had imitatahs . He wus , de Buz zard , he wus de • • •  yuh see • • •  Now 

achly he could , he had de powah , no mattah whut yore ailmen ' wus when yuh see de 
doctDh., be could heal yuh no mattah whut it wus . Like de doctah say , de MARKEE , 
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HE SAY DE BUZZARD COULD SEARCH YORE HEART. HE KNOW IF YORE INTENTION BE GOOD OR 
BAD. Now rega ' dless whut yore intention wus - he been offahed - he said�--�� [I could only get enough of this to get the idea Buzzard had money - Mrs . Dyel . ]  
Dis man says he got $10 , 000 in ' is pocket an ' he don ' wanna make a fool of  ' is-
self fo ' somebody else . He said yo ' go back He say , "Ah don ' 
van ' yuh money . "  De doctah kep ' so much money , he couldn ' even count it fo ' 
[ far ] as dat concerned . He kep ' money , trunks of  money . Achly at one time dey 
confronted him an ' j is '  take his money __________ �--�-------------------------

[ Impossible to transcribe . ]  
(You said he helped some of  the boys to keep them out o f  the service . Did he 

ever help boys in court scrap es? ) 
Oh , oh , shuah . He would . Do ya remembah when dis happened in At lantic C ity , 

vit de Ku Klux Klan? 
(Oh yes ,  you remember that Ku Klux Klan? ) 
Ku Klux Klan - an ' he didn ' only reveal dat de poleece chief name . Remembah 

vhen he got him indicted? An ' tol ' ' em j is '  whut ' is pa ' t  wus in de Klan an ' 
vho dey had set up fo ' ' im. Shuah . 

CUBBY Tell me dis now,  I recall back you say somethin ' about Doator Buzzard 
brought a baby back to life . How long did dis kid live aftah he brought him back 
to l ife . 

Oh, he ' s  ' bout 12 or 13  now. 
CUBBY He ' s still alive . 
Shuah, shuah. An ' achly now dis same poleece chief , he wus makin ' dis likker 

an' so fo ' th - messin ' roun ' an ' he got ' im busted . Said , "B ' cause ah could 
even tell ya who ya got sellin ' it fo ' , how long ya been selling it ." He revealed 
all dat to de FBI . 

(This is  the end of  the f irst side of Herman Henry . There are four of us 
here . You ' ve heard four separate vo ices here . I ' ll explain them on the next 
side . These four voices you ' ve heard , Mr . Cubby , Charles [ this was his first 
name ,  not yet knowing last name ] , Mr . Herman Henry and myself . Let ' s  close up 
this side - flip it over . How ' ll that be? ) 

(You see what I want primarily - now there are people that can give you one 
story and that sort of thing . I would like to interview a few professinnals -
just the way I did in that second volume - who would tell me about their work . 
I mean they don ' t have to reveal secrets  or anything . How they got into it . 
lOw sometimes a person doesn ' t know where the power comes from , you know that . 
Buzzard himself couldn ' t explain his powers ,  probably . But he could have told 
.e when he first began to feel that he had this power and he could explain some 
of his work and experiences he ' d  had and things of that sort . And , of  course , 
as you say • • •  not only are the colored people skep tical . You know when that • • •  

one from Illinois I did among the white people . When that first edit ion came 
out in 1935 I gave a copy to the library . I sent a copy to the reviews 
but not to the local newspaper . And a reporter came around and he saw this 
book. This book was right there , it was j ust for this county . He wrote a long 
review,  2 columns in the newspaper . It was a very good review but at the end he 
said , " If these things exist • • •  "most of the things ,  about 9/ 10 of the things 
vhich were said were all about white people . I had some colored people but this 
vas all about white people . )  

Shuah, shuah . 
(And he said , " If this sort of  thing is go ing on" • • •  Adams County has a won

derful school system,  "we must be  • • •  we ' re j ust like the hoodoo people of Haitii 
and the Pennsylvania Dutch . " )  

Funny thin ' happened tuh me when ah wen ' to [name of town in Hat ii) , Haitii . 
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She wus l ivin ' in de mountains an ' huh cousin [ I  mean ] ont [ aunt ] were whut yuh 
call • Ah wus goin ' tuh at dat time ' cuz we 
usta have a home po ' t  [port ] dere . An '  she wus very religious in huh way . Any
way ah wus invited tuh go with huh - which ah wen ' wit huh one night . An ' mos '  
de eldahly people , mo s ' ly young girls an ' four ol ' men would go up in de moun
tains an ' dey had a pit full of  coal fiah an ' dey had dis roostah . Ah seen 
dis - she put dat roostah in dere an ' , Gawd , dat roostah didn ' burn or anythin ' ,  
see . An ' dey sta ' ted singin ' ' bout three songs an ' dey would use it when dey 

' bout three and half hours . Ah don ' know 
whut dey would be sayin ' . An ' anyway d is whut ah seen . She wus sweatin '  an ' 
so fo ' th, ah kin ' a got ' fraid aftah she put on huh white gown . An ' ah knowed 
huh tuh wa ' k  - p ick up a sheet [ shoe? ] an ' she put dis basket on huh haid . She 
wus dancin ' in dat fiah an ' fo ' ' bout 2 or 3 hours .  An ' dey wus clapp in ' dere 
han ' s an ' makin ' some kin ' a  no ise an ' ah wus lookin ' out de winnow [ ! ]  an ' ah 
said , "Ah don ' b ' lieve dis mahself , "  yuh know. She wus dancin ' in de fiah bare
footed , yuh know. Ah said , "Ah don ' b ' lieve it . "  [ Everybody laughs . ]  An ' she 
say , "We gonna let yuh see it . "  She j us '  bowed down , got on huh knees . Ah said. 
"Wait ah don ' b ' lieve it . "  [All laugh and comment - unclear . ]  

(You touched her , huh? ) 
Ah touched huh . Ah knowed dat ' s right , Baby , dat ' s  r ight . An ' yuh know she 

wa ' ked , she bit de roostahs haid off . Evah time dey got tuh have a roostah . 
(Bit the head off  the rooster ? )  
An ' achly he fluttahed - she j us '  suck d e  blood out . D e  roostah nevah did 

burn • • •  �------�------�------�--��--���--�--�------�-------------
(Held it right up to her mouth and sucked the blood out • • •  ? )  
Dat ' s  right ah wus lookin ' at huh when she did dat . Ah wus half way ' £raid 

o '  huh. [ Everybody laughs . ]  Ah knowed dat wus fiah , nobody cain ' t tell me dat 
wusn ' . Ah stuck mah han ' in - dat wus double hot coals - dat wus coal fiah . 
[Talking and laughing . ]  

CUBBY This ritual , did you understan '  wha ' was the purpose of this ? 
Rathah den she said it wus , uh, buildin ' up huh powahs • • •  of goddess [ ? ] . 

Said dey were fightin ' off  evil . Whut she said , re ' lly ah dunno . Ah sat dere 
almos ' fo ' hours an ' re ' lly ah cain ' t undahstan '  it today . Like ah tol ' de 
Markee • • •  de Markee didn ' t even know ' bout dat . He know ' bout dose peoples an ' 
he said sometimes he got diffrun '  things from dem. He wouldn ' tell me • • •  but ah 
said dey d idn ' know whut dey wus ta ' kin ' ' bout . He said dey did . 

CUBBY This was some type of  sect?  
Yeah , cult - but he say hisself dat he has went through dat recital [ ritual ] 

hisself but ah dunno . 
CUBBY Now, I ' ve heard about these cults  an ' I read in a magazine once -

did you ever notice anyone makin ' a sacrifice  of themself? 
Well one t ime befo ' dat ah seen dem take dis baby - ah didn ' wanna see it . 

Dey laid dis baby down on 1 is back, ah heard dis baby cry , ah dunno whut it wus 
dey wus throwin ' dis on a pile or somethin ' .  Anyway dey nevah have dis tuh use 
it ' til 1 1 : 30 or 12 · o ' clock at night . [ This paragraph too diff icult to under
stand . ] 

CUBBY Oh but they d idn ' kill the baby? 
No dey didn ' kill ' em .  Ah heard it cry aftah dey throw ' im in dere . Ah 

didn' t wanna see ' em .  
CUBBY Wha t  I was tryin ' t o  get at , these cults sacrif ice , you know. 
Dis wus a - if dey p itched dat baby in yo ' d  be purif ied . An ' said it nevah 

hurt .  Mas ' of de young girls said dat made • • •  achly befo ' dey wus ma ' ied if dey 
vas .. ' ied back in the cult s  say dey had a whole lotta prost itut ion . But dey 
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wus called de clean people , dey nevah mixed wit no [ car honks ] .  Dey had to 
come from • • •  

(Out in the country . )  
Yeah dey had tuh come from j us '  from dey ' re faith . 

4525 

(Before I forget it , what did they call this type o f  work in your boyhood? 
Did they call this roo twork or witchcraft or hoodoo? What did they call this 
type of thing? I mean where you were brought up . )  

Dey were called de root of  mystery . 
(You ' re talking about Haitii , aren ' t you? ) 
Yes ah wus talkin ' ' bout Haitii den . 
( In your country where you were brought up . )  
Ya mean in Ca ' lina? 
(Yes , in South Carolina , what did they call it? ) 
Achly ah would - dey would call it hoodoo . ' Cuz dey would • • •  uh , achly dat 

nevah wus splained tuh me . It wus min ' ovah mattah .  But achly whut yore faith 
wus dat whut · · ·----�------�--�----�--��----��------���------------

CUBBY Tell me this now , hoodoo and stuf f  actually stemmed from • • •  
Dis whut ah - dis mah undahs tan ' in '  of  de whole outlet of  - heah ' s some medi

cine ah had an ' achly it do happen an ' will happen as he say would 
happen .  Now yo ' set yoreself to do good an ' evil . An ' if yo '  have in yore con-
science to do good - maybe dat do dat�--����----�--�----�--------�----

[Material is getting more and more difficult - here I can hear enough 
to understand that he is talking about somebody handling snakes . ]  

(Have you been back to South Carolina in recent years - back in your old 
country where you were brought up? )  [The voice of Dr . Hyatt is very rap id but 
because he speaks plainly I can still unders tand what he is saying mos t  of the 
time . ] 

Gawd , yes . 
(Has it changed much? ) 
Not in dat connection , it hasn ' t .  ' Cuz it ' s  handed down see , from de mothah 

to de son and daughtah an ' no mattah where she is - in college or so fo ' th ,  it ' s  
handed down . 

( I  see . Would you say that belief about the things • • •  say now for an example , 
like believing in Doctor Buzzard and his work . Would you say that that is dying 
out at all? ) 

No , ah think now mos '  of  de thin ' s he said would come true . He showed ya why 
and when . BUT AH WOULDN ' SAY IT 'S DYIN ' OUT� NO. AH 'D SAY IT IS BEIN ' HANDED 
DOWN. See b ' cuz dese people b ' lieve in tradition , see . 

(Yeah . ) 
THIS IS THE GREATEST CUAH [ cure ]  now. IT 'S BETTAH DEN MEDICINE. If dey put 

yuh on medic ine dey say , "Ah put yuh on a diet , "  say , "maybe 9 or 10 months . " 

an ' say , "yuh lose so much weight . "  But this happen now dat yuh see . AN '  BE 
SAID ACHLY HE COULD DI 'GNOSE YUH DIS MOS 'LY DEALIN ' WIT YORE MIN ' . AN '  ALSO 
IT WOULD HEAH YA BODY. 

(Uh huh . ) 
CUBBY What I ' m  tryin ' to get at is this - do you feel that - even though 

this is handed down - do you feel that the work itself is changed any! Do you 
feel that rootworkers , those who administer witchcraft  still carry on the same 
way as the people back in your time when you were a chil ' ?  Do they still work 
the same way today ,  has it changed any? 

I t ' s  still there . 
CUBBY Well now I ask you awhile back about someone else . Do you know a 
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TV repairman by the name of Andy Williams? 
Andy Williams? 
CUBBY Yes . 
Shuah man · · ·--------------�------��--------�------��---------------------
CUBBY We went out yesterday mornin ' to see if we could�--��--------------

[�tatic and interference - voice is also weak�] 
Listen an ' one o f  dose thin ' s happened tub ' im which came back on someone 

else �--��--------------------�--------��--------�--------------------
3 yeahs , he wus in de hospital an ' dey couldn ' git no di ' gnos is , x-rays or any-
thin ' . He weighed 235 , now he down to 50  lbs . Yuh speakin ' o f  Andy Williams? 

CUBBY Yes . 
Went tub ev ' ry doctah • • •  [ One of  the commonest phrases in HOODOO ! ]  
(He could tell the s tory about his own cure at least . What happened to him? 

Was a spell put on him or what ? )  
Yes , a spell wus put on ' im through ' is wife ' s  ont . An ' in fac ' it a ' mos ' 

taken ' im away . ' Til Markee got in contac ' wit ' im he couldn ' eat anythin ' ,  he 
couldn ' sleep , he couldn ' do a thin ' . In fac ' he didn ' • • •  dey had tuh git ' im  
off de bed two or three times . An ' he stayed in Veteran ' s  Hosp ital 3 yeahs , 3 
yeahs . An '  when de Markee ast ' im,  "What wrong wit yuh , Andy? "  He say , "Ah 
know wha ' s wrong . "  Dat ' s  on a Tuesday an ' like ah say 10 minutes aftah he wus 
healed he said , "Ah have tuh tUl'n dis • • •  " Achly ' is wife wusn ' - but ' is ont 
wus achly de evildoer . 'oat ' s  de only way yuh can • • •  He said , "Ah don ' wan ' any
body hurt . "  He said , "No , yore hurt . "  • • •  [Cannot understand rest of  sentence . ]  
Andy would pray an ' ev ' rythin ' but dey j is '  wouldn ' turn ' im loose . 

CUBBY How long ? 
Wusn ' ' is wife , it wus ' is ont . Yuh see , HEAH 'S [ how de ] THING WUS - SEE 

DEY STAYED, HIS ONT AN ' ALL HUH PEOPLE STAYIN ' WIT ANDY AN ' HE HAD • • •  IN PAC ' 
DEBE WUS 7 LIVIN ' IN DE HOUSE. [ Children heard in the background . ] DEY WOULDN ' 
WORK OR ANYTHIN ', DEY JUS ' LAZY. HE PUT UP WIT DAT FO ' JIB ' ABOUT 2 YEAHS. AN '  
DEM PEOPLE DIDN ' WANNA WORK, JUST SIT UP DERE AN ' EAT AN ' SLEEP. HE TOL ' DEM 
DEY HAVE TUH MOVE. ACHLY HE GOT 'EM JOBS - DEY WOULDN ' DO ANYTHIN ' .  SO HE TOL ' 
'EM TO MOVE OUT O '  DE HOUSE AN ' DAT 'S WHUT HAPPENED. 

CUBBY [ Says something . ]  
He tol ' ' em dey had tuh git outa de house an ' so ' is ont [ her aunt ] ,  she 

said , "Ah ' m  no t goin '  tuh do anythin ' tuh him . " BUT ANDY HAD MONEY DEN, SEE. 
ANDY HAD FO ' OR FIVE THOUSAN ' DOLLAHS. HE HAD BEEN DEALIN ' WIT NUMBAHS AN ' SO 
FO 'TH. [ Children are getting noiser . ] HE USTA BE A PICK-UP MAN FO ' DE NUMBABS 
HEAH IN ST. PETAHSBURG WHEN DEY 'D TRANSFER 'EM TUH CUBA, YUH KNOW, AN ' SO FO 'TH. 
AN ' SO SHE TRIED TUH • • •  AH TELL YUH WHUT SHE PUT ON 'IM, "DE SIGN OF DE PA 'M" ON 
'IM. [ Probably only time I ever hear this word . H . M . H . ] 

(The sign o f  what? ) 
De sign of de pa 'm. 
(The sign of the pabn? ) 
Yeah . 
(Yes , yes . )  [This spell would cause him to die slowly . ]  
So dat he would die slow·----------------------�----------------��--------

An '  aftah she wus so shuah . An '  as ah 
tol ' yuh, dat ' s  when whatcha callit sen '  fo ' de Markee in Cuba . Dey thought he 
vus gonna be dead an ' dat ' s  when • • •  Dat ' s  when de tol ' ' im  whut he had 
tuh do .  An '  aftah she come in �-----=----------------------------------------
·�ore wife know about it . "  He said , "Now de only way ah can git dis offa yuh -
ah can turn it back on one of  dem . " He said , "Ya have 2 mo ' days tuh turn it 
back or keep it or ya gonna be dead by Friday . "  An ' Andy wus down on ' is knees 
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aprayin ' . He tol ' ' im , he say , "Whoevah put dis on , turn ' im  back • • •  " An '  dat 
same Friday died at 4 o ' clock. 

[Voice has become so distorted I can ' t  tell who is speaking and only about 
half of what they are saying . Everybody sounds like Donald Duck. I can get 
the idea only - they are discussing possibility of  speaking to Andy and also 
Bishop Womack.  All this second side is very poorly recorded . THER8 IS ALSO 
CHILDREN HEARD CONSTANTLY IN BACKGROUND. ] 

(The bad recording on the second side of the cassette was due to the fact 
that the children were j ust out side of the house in which I was recording . They 
were making so much no ise that Cubby , who was controlling the cassette , turned 
the batteries up very high and that weakened them and that makes the voices 
sound tinny and very rap id on this side . I ' ll go through this again and I ' ll 
make comment s on it to point out what happened there . 

I must make a comment about these houses where this was yesterday . Yesterday 
was Thursday and this is the second s ide of this Herman Henry casset te . These 
houses are only about 15 feet apart . I ' ve never seen them so crowded . They are 
in little rows , short street s .  I must give a complete description of  them. I 
want to get a photograph of  the four of  us together and probably right there 
where these houses are , we ' ll see . 

I was very much imp ressed with Herman Henry . He was fascinating . It was 
unfortunate that the recording of  this second side is so bad . It isn ' t as good 
as the first side naturally but there are things on it . I think he is going to 
be quite a help to us . 

The reason we didn ' t • • •  he had electricity , but the reason we didn ' t use it 
was because he had a short and I was afraid something might happen to the 
machine . 

We also made a mistake - Cubby s tarted • • •  took his cassette and started to 
record this . I gave him some new batteries and he missed this bad side . He 
should have been recording this side . We would have had it had he tended to 
that rather than bothering about recording my machine . Well , you live and 
learn . I am going to interview Henry again . I think he knows much more than 
he has told me . 

I am making these comments on Friday morning . I ' m  going over this film .  I 
got up at 4 : 30 this morning and I ' m wait ing now for breakfast - to go out for 
breakfast . This morning I am supposed to interview Mrs .  Davis at 9 : 30 .  She 
seems to be an interesting and intelligent woman . I haven ' t  the slightest idea 
what I will get . Now, the first thing , on the way down there I must stop and 
get some batteries put in here . )  

HERE IS THE MRS . DAVIS WE MENTIONED 
IN THE PRECEDING HERMAN HENRY INTERVIEW 
SHE A HEALER LIKE HER DECEASED HUSBAND 
HAD HAD GREAT EXPERIENCE WITH PERSONS 

BELIEVING THEMSELVES TO HAVE BEEN HOODOOED 
SHE APPEARS WITH AUTHOR AMONG ILLUSTRATIONS 

AT END OF VOLUME 3 HOLDING HER GLASS PAINTING 
DESIGN SUGGESTED TO HER BY SPIRIT OR VISION 

[ S ince most hoodoo men and women - whatever name they call tbewselves - are 
also healers of  one kind or another , the following interview froa a healer of 
experience should be of  special interest .  Fortunately also ve occasionally 
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talk about hoodoo beliefs and work . To save space I have eliminated the f irst 
ten complete pages and have made a few deletions contributing little or nothing 
to our main purpose . On the other hand , almost every grunt or mumble of  approval 
or mere no ise - oh, uh , ah , huh , mm ,  hm, I see , etc . - has been retained , mine 
being my African drum-beat rhythm or Greek chorus , or as you can see , my con
stant participation all through these 5 volume s . ] 

[As I j us t  said in the preceding introductory bracket , ten pages of text pre
cede my following opening question , pages interesting but not concerned with her 
professional life . Perhaps a little doubtful about the choice of words , I now 
stumble into the question I had wanted to ask sooner . ]  

(When you were a child did , uh , did , did , uh , you ever hear any stories about 
a person having a spell put on him? And , uh had to go to some sort  of healer or 
a person who could take off  this spell? To get the spell removed? Did you ever 
hear any story along that line? ) 

YES. YES. 
(Uh , could you tell me uh • • •  ) 
AN ' AH HAVE SEEN THAT. 
(Well . • •  ) 
AN ' IT 'S ALL JIB ' REAL SIMPLE. 
(Well could you tell me uh . • •  ) 
Uh . 
(Give me an account of what you heard or saw. ) 
UH., AH IN MAH LIFE - WHEN AH MARRIED., AH MARRIED A "WITCHCRAFT MAN. " 
(YOU MARRIED A "WITCHCRAFT MAN? ") 
HE 'S KJJOWED ABOUT IT. HE KJJOWED ABOUT IT. 
(Uh , he knew all about it? ) 
He knowed all about it . 
(I  see . ) 
He was uh an ' suh some be blind , some couldn ' t hear , some had 

breakin '-out skin , looked like breakin '-out skin , an ' he would cure those people. 
(Well I have no doubt about it . )  [That he healed some of them. ] 
[What an opening for a direct question , which I did not attemp t at this time . 

She could see that both my hands were covered with breakin '-out skin ! Later you 
will hear about healer Brooker blessing them, also a hand lotion Prophet Warkiee 
Sarheed offered to prepare . ]  

He would cure those people . 
(Yeah . ) 
But he wouldn ' t  go [ to ]  the drug store an ' buy anythin ' .  
(Uh huh . Uh huh . ) 
He would go [ to ]  the woods an ' get his herbs . That cured those people sick. 
(Mm hm. ) 
An '  if they did like he told them - an ' then he could - an ' in some come to 

him an ' he could tell them , say , "Yo ' nevah get cured ' cause yo ' don ' t  do like 
yo ' was told to do . " 

(Mm hm . ) 
Say , "Ah could cure yo ' ,  but yo ' won ' t do like ah say ,  but [ there is ] one 

way to cure yo ' . We have had peoples to stay in the house with us 3 months . 
(Mill. )  
Fo ' 4 months at a time . 
(Oh. ) 

As a strangah, we didn ' t know who they were . They j ust come an ' needed help . 
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(Uh huh . ) 
But to heal those peoples an ' to make them go by his command to heal them , 

we kept ' em at our house .  
(DID UH, DID UH PEOPLE CALL HIM A "WITCHCRAFT PERSON? )  
[That could have been a dangerous que s t ion and end of  interview! Notice how 

she handles it . ] 
WELL THEY, THEY, THEY CALLED HIM A "WITCHCRAFT PERSON" THIS WAY. OTHAH 

PEOPLE WOULD DO THE DIRT AN ' HE SAID HE KNOW HOW TO WITCHCRAFT A PERSON, BUT HE 
WOULD NEVAH DO THAT. 

(Tha t ' s  right . In other words he , go [ does ] he • • •  ) 
He was a healah . 
( • • •  he was a good healer . )  
Uh huh . 
(But a lot o f  people are s cared of  you j us t  the same . ) 
Yeah , well that ' s the way it wuz . The peoples in the c ity where we went , 

were livin ' at , they didn ' t believe in it . 
(I  know. )  
Until somethin ' like that happens • • •  

(Uh huh . ) 
• • •  to them [ she cont inues preceding clause ]  ' cause we was in Louisville , 

Kentucky , an ' ' um  it was a woman corned to our house and she j us t  scratched , yo ' 
know? 

(You j us t  scratch all the t ime ? )  
All the time she scratched . 
(Yeah . ) 
Jus t couldn ' t be still . So ah .said , "Oh , " ah said , "yo ' mus ' been out in the 

woods somewhere an ' got some kinda itch . " She said , "No , "  said , " this been on 
me now fo ' about 5 years , "  said , " an '  there ain ' t no cure f o ' it . "  Ah said , "Oh, 
there ain ' t no such thing" [ as no cure ] . An ' then ah said , "If  yo ' believe in 
the Almighty Gawd , "  ah says , " can cure any thin ' -....... .------"'!':---.--------
ah said , "Uh , uh , if yo ' believe in Almighty Gawd , "  ah said , "yo ' could be heal-
ed . "  She say , "Ah ' ll give a person any '-mount o ' money to take this off  • • •  " 

• • •  So mah husband come home , an ' he was off on a trip .  He wasn ' t out of town 
he was j ust gone on a [ professional ] visit . Ah told h im  [what ] ah said . He 
said , "Yo ' mean this woman said ah said yo ' see ' er? " He said , "Ah didn ' know 
wha ' to say .  Ah thought maybe she was j ittery . " Yo ' know he like to have a lot 
of fun wit ' er .  

(Uh huh. ) 
He said , "Ah thought yo ' was j us '  j ittahry . Yo ' j us '  scared of somebody an '  

[ that ]  run yo ' into the woods or somethin ' . "  She said , "No-o-o-o sir . "  He said , 
"Lady , 11 he said , "ah ' 1 1  cure yo ' • " 

(Uh huh . ) 
Said ,  1 1  Ah ain ' t gonna tell yo '  ah think ah cure yo ' • " Said , "Ah ' 11 cure yo '  ." 
[This whole statement variously phrased occurs so frequently in HOODOO it 

could be mis taken for a part o f  a lost  hoodOo-Hippocratic oath ! ] 
(Yes . ) 
She said , "Yo ' cure me , "  said , "ah give yo ' $ 500  right now. " [These large 

sums of  money tossed about in hoodoo have themselves been hoodooed ! ] 
(Uh huh . ) 

He said , "Well yo ' keep your money . "  He said , " But ah ' ll cure yo ' . "  
(Uh huh . ) 
Said , "Do yo ' drink? " [Now he ' s  imitat ing the M. D . ' s ! ] She said , "No . " He 

saicl , "Yo ' got a habit yo ' more than givin ' up . Go in ' roun ' seein ' wha ' happ en 
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to everybody . Yo ' was all Mouth A bnighty . Yo ' wants to go into othah fo ' k ' s  
business . " 

(Uh huh. ) 
Say , "Yo ' is Mouth A lmighty . "  Say , "Yo ' goes to • • •  " 
�outh AZmighty? ) 
That ' s  what he names ' er ,  Mouth A bnighty . Say , "Yo ' get stuff , yo ' s  Mouth 

A Unighty . Yo ' wanta go home an ' [ by ]  sunup yo ' be gettin '  all aroun ' to the 
court [ these people lived in a court ] .  All the way down Hick ' ry Street an ' back. 
An '  all back on Bermo Street an ' back on up to Salvo Avenue an ' back home . "  

( I  see . What were the names of those streets  now? ) 
Salvo Avenue . 
( Salvo ? )  
An ' Hick ' ry S treet , uh huh . 
(And Hickory S treet . )  
Uh huh . 
(I  see . ) 
See , Salvo Avenue was on the back o '  Hick' ry street an ' we stayed in between. 

An ' she stayed about three houses below us . 
(Oh , I see . ) 
So she say , "Yes , ah j is ' wan ' to see . "  He said , "Well that ' s  the mattah ,  

yo ' done seen too much , an ' yo ' done talk too much • • •  

(Mm hm. ) 
• • •  an ' yo ' ain ' t got enough friends • • •  " o 
(Mm hm. ) 
• • •  say , "but ah can cure yo ' . " 
(Mm hm. ) 
So she say , "Well ah give yo ' $500 if yo ' go an ' git this off  o '  me . "  He 

said , "Yeah , there ' s  nothin ' in yo ' , " he says , " it ' s  on yo ' . " 
(Mm hm. ) 
" S imple thing , "  he said . 
(Did she uh , did she tell him how she thought someone put it on her or • • •  ? )  
Wel l ,  she remembahed she went to this house . 
(Oh , tell me that part . )  
She said she went to this house in the mornin ' . An '  uh said this woman said 

no .  Said she asked the lady , said uh , "Did yo ' go  last night to play cards? " 
Say she tol ' her , "No , I didn ' t go to play card s . " 

(Mm hm. ) 
Say , "Ah didn ' t go to play cards . "  
(Mm hm. ) 
Say , "Why ? "  Say , "Well , ah didn ' t wanna go . "  Say she tol ' the lady , "Yo ' 

been goin ' , how come yo ' didn ' t go last night ? "  Well , see the main part , she 
was likin ' this woman ' s husband . 

(Uh huh . ) 
An ' he suppose to come ovah to ' er house . 
(Mm hm. ) 
Wel l ,  he didn ' t come ' cause the wife didn ' t go to play cards , so he couldn ' t  

get away . An ' then she goes aroun ' there the nex ' mornin ' to find out how come 
she didn ' t go in ' . ' Cause ask ' er how come she didn ' t go . An '  she tol ' her she 
didn' t want to go , she didn' t care to go . Sompin tol ' her to stay home . An '  
she lied to the woman . [ "Mouth A Unighty" ] say , "ANYTIME SOMPIN TELL YO ' TO DO 
SOIIPill� YO ' BETTAH NOT DO WHA ' SOMPIN TELL YO ', YO ' BETTAH DO WHA ' YO ' WANNA 
DO. • SHE [wife ] SAID, "WELL, THAT 'S WHAT AH 'M DOIN ' NOW. AH 'M GONNA DO WHA '  
AB lrADA DO. " So then , she , this woman went on an '  had her to hang up some 
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clothes . An ' she helped tha ' , this woman hang the clothes up . An '  she said , 
"Put the clothes on the ba ' k  po ' ch in the chair . "  She say ,  "Now yo ' take those 
clothes out an ' shake ' em .  An ' put them on the line an ' let ' em  air . "  Which 
wus sunnin ' ,  dey call it . 

(Mm hm. . ) 
An '  when she shaked this clothes fo ' her , she got this  [hoodoo preparat ion on 

her ] . 
(Uh huh. ) 
It was simple . 
(What was , what was it , a dust of some sort? )  
Yes , it wus a dust . 
(A sort of  preparation? ) 

Mm, well ,  it wasn ' t  a peppahration . It was a simple thing . An '  it only put 
it on there , start scratchin ' in a certain length o '  t ime . If she had ' a  shook 
it right , she woulda had went blind . But she j is '  shook a little bit , yo ' know? 

(Uh huh . ) 
An '  so it j is '  got  enough to get on ' er .  An '  j is ' , tha ' s  where dey shake 

sompin yo ' close your eyes , try to keep it from gettin '  in the eye . So tha ' s  
the reason she didn ' go blind . 

(I  see . )  
Well , it ' s  very simple , tha ' have been tried . 
(I  see . ) 
Tha ' have been tried . Ah ' ve seen it  tried since then right in Orlando [Flor-

ida ] and ah ' ve seen it tried in Fort Meyer [Florida] . 
( I  see . ) 
An '  uh • • •  

(IS IT A PREPARATION THAT, UH SOME OTHER WITCH, UH WITCHRAFTER MADE OR DO 
YOU BUY AT THE STORE?)  

NO, YO ' SEE. YO ' DON 1 BUY A, AH MEAN • • •  WHEN YO ' BUY, UH, SOMETHIN ' FROM THE 
STORE, YO ' DON ', THA 'S NOT WITCHCRAFT, 'CAUSE WITCHCRAFT IS SOMETHIN ' EVERYBODY 
CAN 'T DO. 

( I  see,  I see , I see . ) 
An '  if yo ' go to the store an ' buy anythin ' , anythin ' yo ' go to the s tore an '  

buy , ah' m  gonna buy . An ' somebody else gonna buy . That ' s  not witchcraft .  
(And it isn ' t much good . ) 
An ' it 1 s no good . 
(Yeah , uh huh , fine . That ' s  what I • • •  ) [What I like to hear . ] 
But yo ' can buy articles from ,  uh , drug store . As if fo ' o ' f ive . I t  depend 

upon what the disease is  or of  this person . Yo ' can buy the stuff fraa 
the drug store now. An ' bein ' in the city an ' not in the country tha ' yo ' can • t  
go in the woods an ' git it . 

(Mm hm. ) 
Yo ' can buy it but yo ' got to know wha ' to ask fo ' when yo '  go there . 
(Yeah , I know. ) 
An '  then yo ' can take those , uh , 5 o '  6 items , make them togethah , put ' ea  

up an ' know how to put it togethah an ' to make it . Tha ' would cure �tcbcraft . 
But yo ' got to know. 

(You have to know these things . ) 
Yo ' got to know these thin ' s .  
( I  see . I see . ) 
AN ' YO ' GOT TO KNOW, AN ' UH, IT 'S NEVAH, YO ' ,  YO ' HAVE TO DOJI T1lESE THIN 'S 

BY YOUR OWN EXPERIENCE. IT 1 S NOTHIN '  THAT YO ' MAKES, IT 'S NO'P1IITI ' THA '  YO 1 
INVENT. THA ' YO ' DON ' TRY ON YOURSELF. 



4532 - Memoirs of  Alma Egan Hyatt Foundation -

(Oh . ) 
But yo ' got to know how fer to try it on yourself before yo ' take the , uh , uh. 

effect o '  wha ' it ' s  suppose to do . 
(On the ,  on your , on the patient or • • •  ) 
That ' s  right . 
( I  see , I see . Now before I forget it , uh , did your hus • • • •  uh , this is a 

very important question. Uh , did he uh , uh , uh , help , uh , ever cure white people 
also ? Did he have trouble? ) 

He , he didn ' t ,  uh , he didn ' t have no certain peoples .  
(Uh huh. ) 
He didn ' t have cer • • • •  he wasn ' t  • • •  

(Now what , a white person could come to him to be cured of whatever trouble 
he had? ) 

Yes . 
(Uh huh. ) 
He would cure anybody . 
(Uh huh . ) 
Anybody , didn ' t make no difference . 
(Mm hm . ) 

AN ' MAH HUSBAND HE NEVAH� THE FAMILY DO NOT CUT THEIR HAIR. 
(The what? ) 
Do not cut their hair . 
(Who doesn ' t  1 )  
HIS HAIR WAS DOWN HERE. 
(OH� YOUR HUSBAND 'S HAIR WAS DOWN TO HIS WAIST? )  
Down to his waist ,  down to his waist . 
(Oh , way down to his waist . )  
Way down . He ' d  nevah cut his hair . 
(Why , why wouldn ' t  • • •  ? )  
HIS FAMILY DON 'T CUT THEIR HAIR. AN ' ALL THE BOYS IT 'S THE SEVEN BOYS AN ' 

ONE GIRL. AN ' �  UM� THE BOYS NEVAH CUT THEIR HAIR. 
(Is  there any part icular reason for that ? )  
Hm um . Their family j is '  don ' cut their hair . [ B ible is one reason . ] 
(Uh huh, I see . ) 
AN '  ABOVE EVERY • AH HAD LEFT AN ' COME HERE� UH� THA 'S 

MAH JOB. [Healing is her j ob . ] 
(Mm hm.) 
HE TRAINED ME. 
(I see . ) 
THA 'S MAH JOB. THA 'S MAH LIVIN ' .  
( I  see , I see . ) 
IS HELP IN ' PEOPLES. 
(Helping people . )  
An '  healin ' people , tha ' s  mah livin ' . 
(Well , I uh , I ' ve ,  I uh , IN A WAY I BELONG TO YOUR ORGANIZATION. 'CAUSE WliEB 

I BEGAN MY WORK IN CINCINNATI� OHIO� 1920� UH� I WAS� I WAS� WENT THERE TO HELP 
THIS MAN HEAL. ) 

WELL� THAT 'S • • •  

(SO I ' VE  BEEN IN HEALING WORK. ) 
UH� THA 'S THE YEAR THA ' AH WAS BORN. 
(1920 OF ALL THINGS. ) 
[ALL THIS SOUNDS LIKE OLD HOME WEEK! ] 
Tba's the year . 
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(Uh , in my book, I ' m  in , I ,  uh, am one of  the first fellows in the Episcopal 
Church that brought in , brought back healing . It ' s  [healing is ] right in the 
Bible , you know. ) 

That ' s right . 
(Healing . )  
An ' ,  uh , tha ' s mah j ob .  
(Uh huh. ) 
Tha ' s mah livin ' . 
(Mm hm. ) 
An ' , uh , wha ' ah do ah ' m  not ashamed o '  it . Ah ' m  not afraid of  it . 
(Well ,  no , you , you shouldn ' t , you shouldn ' t  be afraid of or ashamed of it 

at all . )  
Ah ' m  not afraid of  it . Ah ' m  not ashamed of  it . 
(Uh huh . ) 
An ' it don ' make no different by who an ' where they come from . Tha ' s mah 

j ob is to help an ' heal . 
(That ' s r ight . ) 
YO ' SEE, IF A PERSON COME TO ME WITH A HEADACHE AH WILL TELL THEM SOMETHIN ' 

TO GIT THEIR MIN ' IN A RESTED TO SEE WHERE THEY STAN ' .  YO ' KNOW SOME 
PEOPLES ARE "HAPPY" - WON ' STAN ' TO BE HEALED. 

(They can ' t ? ) 
They won ' stan ' ,  they can but they won ' . 
(WHY? WHAT DO YOU MEAN STAND? )  
AH 'LL TELL YO ' WHY THA ' A H  SAID THEY WON ' STAN ' .  THEY, UH, THEY GETS TO FEAR 

US IN THEIR MIN ' THA ' ,  VH, WHAT SHOULD BE TELLIN ' THEM TO HEAL THEM AN ' HOW YOU 
BE GOIN ' ON TO HEAL THEM. THEY GET TO FEAR US11 THAT 'S NO GOOD. UH11 SOMEBODY 
DONE DONE SOMETHIN ' TO ME. [WHAT A REMARKABLE STATEMENT - A TRUTHFUL ONE ! ] 

(I  see . ) 
See? 
(I  see . )  
Tha ' s wha ' they gets in their min ' . 
( I  see . ) 
AN ' THEN, THEN THEY GETS THA ' IN THEIR MIN ', AN ' THEN THEY GO TO SAY IN ' ,  

SAID, "WELL, AH ' VE BEEN TO THIS ROOT MAN AN ' AH DONE BEEN TO THA ' ONE, AN ' AH 
DONE SPEND SO MUCH MONEY. " WHILE HERE AN ' THERE AN ' SAID, UH, "THEY AIN 'T CURED 
ME. " SAID, "SHE NO GOOD. " AN ' THA ' OTHAH PAHTICULAH PERSON • • •  [ REMARKABLE STATE
MENT CONTINUES ! ] 

(Uh huh . ) 
THEY COULD LEAVE ME AN ' UH THEY 'LL COME BACK. 
( I  know . ) 
An ' tell me • • •  [ I  interrupt . ] 
(WELL, WHY IS IT, WHY IS IT THAT SOME PEOPLE HAVE SUCH, UH, SUCH TERRIFIC 

FAITH IN A ROOTMAN? ) 
WELL11 YOU KNOW WHY? 
(NO. ) 
THA 'S SATAN. 
(Mm. ) [HERE FOR ONCE I KNOW WHAT Mm MEANS . I DO NOT BELIEVE IN SATAN ! 

NEVER HAVE ! ] 
( I  didn ' t get that one where his gran • • •  his grandmother was a what kind of 

a • • •  ? )  
His m.othah . 
(Oh , his mother . ) 
Was a midwife . 
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(Yes . ) 
But now she have retired an ' she no more midwife . They don ' ,  yo ' know • • •  She , 

she goes around [and ] trains in the S tate of  Alabama . Tha ' s  wha ' she do . 
(Oh , I • • •  I see , I see , uh huh . ) 
They still have midwives up there . ' Cause it so far out in the country from 

any place . 
(I  know, I know. ) 
They still have ' em up there . But in the State of  Florida they , yo ' know , 

the states j is '  don ' have them . 
(I  know, I know. ) 
An ' , uh, now she ' s a trainah [ teacher ] . 
(I see . ) 

TBA 'S WHA ' SHE DO� SHE TEACHES. 
(I  see , I see . ) 

AN '  YO ' WON 'T BELIEVE IT - SHE NEVAH BEEN TO SCHOOL. 
(Uh huh . ) 
AN '  SHE CAN 'T READ OR WRITE. 
(Uh huh. ) 
BUT SHE CAN GIVE YO ' A 'SCRIPTION OF A MEDICINE� AN ' TELL YO ' WHU ' TO GO TO 

THE DRUG STORE TO GET. 
(I  see . ) 
An ' IF YO ' CAN WRITE IT� SHE 'LL LET YO ' WRITE THE 'SCRIPTION. Yo ' j is '  wr ite 

wha ' she tell yo ' an ' go r ight to the drug store an ' into the drug store an ' 
fill the ' scrip t ion. 

(I SEE. WELL� THAT 'S FUNNY. ) [ FUNNY ! WHAT A WORD TO USE . SURELY I SAID OR 
MEANT AMAZING! ] 

BUT SHE CAN 'T READ� SHE CAN 'T WRITE. 
( I  see , I see . You mean those , tho se people and her , they didn ' t go to school 

at all ! )  
Huh uh , huh uh, no . ' Cause , uh , it ' s  j is '  so wondahful . In our hometown they 

are buildin ' up . They have built up a lot of old houses tha ' peoples lived in . 
It  looks like they been there fo ' yeahs . Some not been there so long an ' then 
some been there real , real long , long t ime .  ' Cause we have our own timbah . They 
go an ' they cut this t imbah , then they carry it to the saw mill down there to 
Spring Hill . Then they saw it an ' come back an ' build them a little house of 
their own , an ' uh , uh , the same schoolhouse  • • •  

(Mm hm. ) 
• • •  unlessin ' they tore it down this yeah - tha ' mah fathah went to school in 

is still standin ' . 
(And children are still going to school in the same place? ) 
Well , since t hey got the school in Hurt sboro [Alabama ] the school house -

they don ' have school there [ out in the country] no mo ' .  
(Oh , I see . ) 
They , they have it in town now. 
(Now they have to go to town ,  huh? ) 
They go to town. The buses come . 
( I  see . ) 
But in them times they didn ' have no buses then . 
( I  see . I see . ) 
They all went to school an ' uh the schoolhouse , uh , right there now . When ah 

wus there last year , we went through there . Are the same schoolhouse there an ' 
the onliest thin ' it need is some o '  the winda ' s - not all o '  them , j is '  some o '  
the windahs , what yo ' push out . The school is j is '  as good . Got the same heata� 
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(Uh huh . ) 
Tha ' ah went to school ,  mah fathah went to school an ' uh • • .  
(Mm. ) 
Tha ' same material , the same wood an ' ev ' rythin ' . They ain ' t  done no mo '  

buildin ' , covahed with board [ I  mean ] with shingles It ' s  still 
there . 

(I  see . ) 
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An ' so we all , uh , wus tryin ' to buy . An ' it comes so far . This mayah of 
this , uh , up to , uh , Alabama had it in his will . 

( I  see . )  
An '  the will wasn ' read ' til las ' day o '  June , in , uh , April . An ' , uh , he 

give tha ' 6 acres to the Bat tle family . 
(I  see . What family? )  
The Battle family . Tha ' s  was the name tha ' , uh , hill . They call it Battle 

Hills . 
(Oh , Battle Hills . )  
Yeah , they named it - they suppose to name it aftah tha ' place . 
(That the family name - was named Bat tle? ) 
Yeah . 
(I stayed at the old , uh , yeahs ago , at the old Battle Hotel in Mobile . 

There ' s uh • • •  ) 
Mobile , Alabama . 
(Yeah , you call Bat tle , Battle Hotel . )  
Battle Ho tel , yeah . 
(The Battle Hotel . I don ' t know whether , maybe that meant - meant the Battle 

of Mobile , I don ' t know. [NOTICE QUICK CHANGE FROM TRIVIAL BATTLE HOTEL TO VITAL 
�TERIAL. ]  Uh . Did you know that your husband was a healer before you married 
him? Or did you discover that after you married him? ) 

Well , ah discovahed it aftah ah married him . An '  the way , ah mean ah • . • •  See , 
ah tell yo ' wha ' happened . Uh , we wus kids , we come up togethah . 

(Oh , you • • •  ) 
Real little , little children . 
( • • •  you knew him from the time he was a small child? ) 
Yes . 
(I  see . )  
An ' ,  uh , he use to tell mah mothah , he come ovah there . He called me his 

little girl . 
(Mm hm. ) 
[What a chance I am giving her to relive her life to a sympathetic listener ! ]  

An ' ah say , 1 1Yo ' mah fellah . "  He let me carry him some wood . So he help me 
get in the wood an ' help me go to the spring an ' get watah . An ' so he was mah 
little fellah . 

(Uh huh . ) 
An ' mah baby s istah , his brothah was her fellah . 
( I  see . ) 
So uh , then , um , we had two girlfriends . The othah two boys was �bey fellah . 
(I  see . ) 
So one o '  them did come on a Friday evenin ' or Saturday an ' help us ge� up 

de wood an ' get up our cows an ' separate the guineas an ' from the sheep& an '  
get the turkeys all an ' put the sheeps by theyself . An ' put the goa�s by �hey
sel f .  They j is '  help us . So we called ' em our little fellah. 

(Uh huh . ) 
So as we grew up until ah reckon ah was about 10 , his gran 'mothah ,  his gran ' -
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fathah pass us [ died ] . So  when his gran ' fathah pass us , his uncle came an ' got 
mah little fellah an ' carried mah lit tle fellah away to Louisville , Kentucky 
somewhere . Ah didn ' see him no mo ' .  

(Oh . ) 
So they all made fun ,  say ,  "Oh goody , we got our little fellah . We got our 

fellah . Your fellah went away . "  [How children create rhythm ,  rhymes , et c . ] 
(Uh huh . ) 
Said , uh , "Uncle S ilas come an ' take your fellah away . "  Ah said , "Tha ' s all 

right , "  ah said , "he ' ll be back . "  Ah said , " I f  he ' s  for me , "  ah said , "he ' ll be 
back . "  

(Mm hm . ) 
All right , ah wus about 8 or 10 yeahs old . 
(Uh huh . ) 

An ' he stayed gone , not longah where he was , 35 long years . 
(Oh no ! )  
35 long yeahs . 
(Of all things ! )  
An ' those g irls what had ·the o thah [ 6 ]  brothahs for fellahs , they done mar

ried ' em. An '  they have children , they done got children . An ' they children 
done go on . An '  they done sepahrated an ' got divorced in these 35 yeahs . An ' 
so he came back in the 35 yeahs . 

(Mm hm. ) 
An '  ah happen to ask mah mothah , ah came [ home ] from college an ' ah said , 

"Well , mothah , " ah said , "ah ain ' t  go t but one mo ' yeah in college . "  An ' she 
said , um, "Well , um., when yo ' finish yo ' re comin ' back here an ' work? " Ah said , 
"Ah, uh think so accordin ' , "  ah said , "but ah don ' make much money in Florida , "  
ah said , "but yo ' know, to be aroun ' home , I will . "  So ah went on , ah said , 
"Well ,  ah , ah think ah should , um ,  go to Alabama . "  She said , "Well , do , do . "  

(Uh huh . ) 
So ah went to Alabama . On the 26th o '  May . An ' ,  um , tha ' , when ah went back 

there , uh , who but o '  all thin ' s ,  he come up [ down ] from Louisville [ after ] all 
these 35 yeahs . Ah seed him an ' uh , ah knowed him, ah thought , but it looked 
like he go t a little fat , yo ' know? An ' so ah asked mah cous in ,  ah said , "Tha ' 
look l ike one o '  the Pitts ' boys there . "  She said , urn, say . "Yeah tha ' s  the 
one o f  the Pitt s , "  ah said . She said , "He ' s no P itts ' , "  she said , " he ' s  a 
Davis . "  Ah said , "Well look , "  ah said , "Well , we called ' em the P it t s . "  

(How do you spell that ? )  
Wha ' - P it t s ?  
(Yes . )  
P • • •  i . . .  t . . •  t . • .  s .  
(P • • •  i . . .  t . . .  t . . .  s? ) 
Uh huh , Pitts . 
(Uh , P it t s  yes . )  
An ' , um ,  so she said , ah said , "Ah don ' know which is it . "  She say , "He come 

with tha ' man . " Ah said , "Well , tha ' gentleman ' s  Mistuh S ilas . "  She said , 
"Tha ' s his uncle . "  Ah said , "Wondah if tha ' s  Pitts . "  She says , "Yeah . " So then 
we went on ovah there to  him. An ' so he looked at me an ' so he said , "Oh , " he 
says , "Uncle S ilas , "  say , " here is mah lit tle girl friend . "  Say , "Here is mah 
she ain ' t no mo ' lit tle girl friend . "  Say , " I t  been 35 yeahs , "  say ,  "an '  this 
is mah girl friend . "  He says , "Yo ' marr ied now? " Ah said , "No . "  Ah said , "Ah' m 
not . "  Ah said , "Ah ' m  go in '  to college . "  Ah said , "Ah go t one mo ' yeah , fo ' to 
make the fo ' yeahs . "  Ah said , "But ah ' m  gonna take doctahrin ' . "  He say , "Doc
tahrin' ? "  Ah said , "Yes . "  He said , "Well let ' s  get marr ied . "  He said , "Tha ' s  
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right down mah alley . " 
(Laughs . )  
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So we went on an ' we made the engagement tha ' night . We give the - his aunt 
give the , uh , uh , dinnah . We made the engagement , an ' we got married . An ' , uh , 
made the engagement tha ' night , his aunt give the dinnah . An ' we made the en
gagement , we called mah mothah an ' mah mothah come up to Alabama like tomorrah . 
An ' they all agreed , an ' we made the engagement . An '  we got married tha ' nex ' 
Sunday . An ' then ah stayed on , ah went on back to college . An ' he went on back 
to Louisville • • •  

(Mm bm . ) 
• • •  with his uncle . An ' • . •  

( I  see . )  
• • •  um ,  so ah went to doctahrin ' . Seven , make it s even yeahs - would have 

been seven years , ah had two mo ' months • • •  

(Uh huh . ) 
• • •  of  bein 1 seven years , from Washington University . 
(Where is Western University? ) 
Washington .  
(Yeah , D . C . ? )  
Mm hm .  
(Oh , Washington University in Washington , D . C . )  
Mm hm. [Not exactly yes . ] 
(Of all things . )  
An ' so ah got sick with , uh , ant i-paralys . 
(Uh huh . ) 
Well , at tha ' time it was not like it is now with prevented medicine an ' all 

that kinda stuff . 
(Uh huh . ) 
So then they had to put me away from the college . 
(Uh huh . ) 
See? 
( I  see . )  
So ah had a chance to get back, but ah said , "Well . "  Ah j is ' went on an ' 

took up nursin ' . An ' ah took up nursin ' an ' f inished out there . Worked with 
the doctahs an ' the , then there ' s  the surgery room • • •  :...__ ____ _ 

------- omission of 10 lines -------
Well ,  tha ' s ,  tha ' s right , tha ' s right . Now yo ' t ake when ah was in the ser

vice , see . Ah was a Red Cro s s  nurse . An ' um , ah nevah doubted mahself . Because 
vhenevah yo ' get it up here • • •  [ I s  she touching her forehead? ] 

(Mm bm. )  
It ' s  gonna be knocked all aroun ' , yo ' don ' knock tha ' out . 
( I  see . ) 
Um , we had soldiers to come in , o '  the helicoptah flyin ' in to the ship I 

vas on - "Queen Mary . " 
(Uh huh . ) 
An ' , um ,  the bet ter ones [wounded soldiers ] , they look like they were goin ' 

survive , they would work on those . Well , tho se tha ' look l ike they was all 
wounded up , look like they wasn ' no hope , well they ' d do somethin ' fo ' ' em,  
hut not right  away like they would this one tha ' , yo ' know? 

(Uh huh . ) 
An '  ah would slip , j is '  to drop over , do somethin ' fo ' this [wounded ] one , 

with the prayah an ' • • •  

(Uh huh . ) 
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-----the sweat . When they mash [pushed ] my [ call ] button , ah had to 
leave it [ prayer over wounded man] go , an ' go [ answer the button ] . See , they 
[ the severely wounded ] j is ' had [happened ] to be layin ' there on the bed an ' on 
the little stretchahs . 

(Yeah . ) 
An '  ah ' d leave one back in the room in the ward , snip . Why 

they ' d need me . 
(Yes . )  
An ' then , uh , soon as ah get a break ah ' d  go r ight back to this .  An '  ah have 

healed patients , boys , soldiers , an ' women , on tha '  ship tha ' they , uh had give 
up to go [ to die] . 

(Of all things . )  
But now they say ,  "Well , wha ' , how did yo ' do it?"  
(Uh huh . ) 

AH DIDN ' JIS ' GO THERE AN ' USE THE DRUG. AH CARRIED THE SPIRIT O '  THE GAWD 
WITH ME. 

(Uh huh . ) 
Tha ' s wha ' ah carried . 
(Where , were some • • •  ) 
See , they , they , they , uh , they was there . It ' s  nevah a wounded or hurt per

son or sick person tha ' don ' wanna g it well . 

me . 

(Mm hm. ) 
They wanted to get well an ' anythin ' tha ' ah done fo ' them, they believed in 

(Mm hm. ) 
AN ' THEN GAWD KNOW AN ' "DEALED IT IN ME" THA ' IT WASN ' THEY TIME. THE TIME 

THA ' AH WOULD DEAL IT IN THEM. UH� WITH A LITTLE HELP 0 '  THE SPIRIT 0 '  THE LAWD� 
THA ' THEY WOULD BE HEALED. AN ' THEY COULD GET WELL LIKE THE REST OF THEM. 

(Uh huh. ) 
An ' tha ' s wha ' ah , ah slipped [ I  would steal in] an ' do it , yo ' know . Ah had 

to slip [ in ]  an ' do it . 
(Yes , yes . ) 
' Cause they had ' em  layin ' back . [They were not in the emergency ward . ] 
(Uh huh. ) 
Workin ' on these ovah here , mayb e .  
(The easy cases you mean? They were working on  the easier cases? ) 
Yeah, the easiest cases tha ' they had . 
(Well , this one ' s gonna die anyway , we ' ll let him die . ) 
"Yeah , "  he [ another man ] says , "no hope fo ' him. " 
(Yeah. ) 
An ' ah have healed ' em  an ' then ah couldn ' t even tell it . 
(Mm hm .  Mm hm . )  
Ah took uh , uh, uh , it took, uh uh • • •  

(Well you can ' t tell it because no one would believe it . )  
That ' s  wha ' ah mean. 
( I  mean very few people would believe yo u . ) 
Ah didn ' tell it . Ah couldn ' tell it at tha ' amedietly [ immediately ] time . 
(Yeah. ) 
But when ah did tol ' it • • •  
(Uh huh . ) 
• • •  was the day tha ' ah g ive up an ' , uh , was about ready to come back to The 

States , when ah got mah discharge . Ah had every one o ' their name . 
(Mm hm. ) 
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An ' all ,  an ' ah tol ' ' em how ah did it . Ah says , "So  now ain ' t nothin ' 
yo ' all can do to me . "  ' Cause like they no way , none . 
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(Mm hm. Where did , did you ,  did your boat go over? You went over to  Europe? 
You , you • • •  ) 

Yes , we , we - well see , well , "Queen Mary" nevah was on lan ' [ docked ] only 
when we have ' cassion , when somethin ' happen to the ship . 

(Uh huh . ) 
We would go into this , close enough fo ' the hel icop tah to p ick up up to take 

us to the city . Like , uh, Josannah [ Genoa ]  Italy . 
(Uh huh . ) 
We was out an ' , uh, Josannah , Italy . We was carried to Jo sannah , Italy . 
(Uh huh . ) 
An ' fo ' a repair to the , uh , 
(Uh huh . ) 

_____ 6 [ ? )  on "Queen Mary . "  

But now we , they ' d  take us in 
we lan ' there in tha '  city like , 
Aroun ' about 12 o ' clock we ' d  go . 
tha ' yo ' know. 

( I see . ) 

there , oh say , l ike the helicoptah come in lan ' , 
say , 8 o ' clock this mornin ' or somethin ' .  

0 1  course we didn '  hesitate aroun ' about fixin ' 

We already had the mechanics an ' , urn ,  electronic an ' everythin ' was on there . 
(Yes . )  
So tha ' s the break tha ' they called us up .  But we was on the water all the 

time , all the time . 
(Mo st of  your work was right on the water? )  
Right on the water . 
( I  see . )  
Right on the water . 
(What d id they do? Did they , they dock the "Queen Mary" some place where you 

could get , take on the wounded prisoners or what? ) 
Well , we , we followed the , the , the watah coast . We , we fo llowed the ,  the 

gulf [of  Genoa ] .  
( I  see. ) 
An ' then the prisonahs was brought to us by helicoptah.  
( I  see . ) 
They nevah would say land here an ' they ' d  • • •  

(Oh, you were always on the ,  you ' d never land? You ' re always out in the 
water? ) 

Always out in the watah . 
(Always out in the water . ) 
Always out in the watah . 
(I  see . ) 
An' but now we , we ' d  get a break some time , an ' the helicop tah come an '  get 

us an ' take us to the clo sest town . We would , yo ' know, an ' we would get us 
sometime a couple o '  hours , maybe only half a day . Well ,  by the time we res ' a 
lit t le bit an ' call an ' have lunch an ' thin ' s .  Then we ' d  get to call him . He ' d  
come an ' we get to base an ' take us right on back to the ship • • •  

(Right back on to the ship , yeah . )  
Right back on to the ship . 
(On the ship . )  
AN ' AH WAS THERE FO ' 7 YEARS AN ' 3 MONTHS AN ' FO ' DAYS. 
(Of all t hings ! )  
An '  um • • •  

(UH, HOW DID YOU GET INTO THE SERVICE., BY THE WAY?) 
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WELL� UH� RED CROSS. 
(Through the Red Cross . )  
See , ah was always workin ' fo ' the Red Cro s s .  
(I  see . U h  huh . ) 
An '  uh , ah ' d  be called in fo ' the Red Cross  nurses . 
(Uh huh . ) 
Ah volunteered an ' went on . 
( I  see . ) 
Ah didn ' t have nothin ' to lose . 
( I  see . ) 
OR NOTHIN ' TO LEARN� AH KNOWED THA ' . 
(I  see. ) 
An ' so wha ' they wanted me fo ' , ah knowed tha ' [what ? ] .  
( I  see . )  
Ah had trainin ' fo ' tha ' [what? ] .  An ' s o  ah felt like ah couldn ' t be doing 

right if ah didn ' go . 
( I  see . ) 
So ah went . 
( I  see. ) 
So tha ' s how ah got into it . 
( I  see . ) 
But these latah yeahs , uh , now they have so much ,  uh , new stuf f .  
(Uh huh . ) 
New, uh , medicat ion .  
( I  know. Yes , ye s . ) 
New,  uh to uh, uh • • •  

(Yes , yes . ) 
-- - ---- -

• • •  o '  the morale tha ' they carries [ ? ] is on now. Well , anymore , could almos ' ,  
could hear the person all the night . Now, with medication • • •  

(Uh huh . ) 
• • •  so much is differen ' , pennicillin • • •  
(Yeah, I know. A lot of things have changed . )  
A lot of thin ' s have changed in tha ' t ime . It wasn ' easy in tha ' day , we had 

to work hard . 
(Uh huh . ) 
We had to take Gawd along with us . We had to pray . 
(I  know. I know. ) 
[ Coughs . ]  [Here I change subj ect . ]  
(Did your husband ever do any preaching? ) 
He was a preachah . 
(He , his main work is preaching? ) 
Tha ' was his main work, was preachin ' an ' healin ' . 
(Uh , preaching and healing? ) 
Tha ' s right . 
(Uh huh. ) 
[ Cough . ] Ah an ' uh • • •  

(Well today I - healing has become , uh, great , uh , the ch • • •  all the churches 
have healing now. Years ago they didn ' t . )  

But today , why? • • •  But they have healin' now. An ' the peoples don ' believe 
£oday like they did years ago . 

(I know. ) 
Ia£ they didn ' have this healin ' years ago . 
(1.4 I think some people have more of the healing gift than others . I mean , 
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uh , I mean there ' s  • • •  ) 
Well , yo ' know they didn ' have it?  
(No , they didn ' t ,  uh , uh , some places they had it but , uh , uh , they didn ' t 

they didn ' t uh , go into the situat ions very much . )  
No . 
(Uh • • •  ) 
Look at mah fathah . MAH FATHAH WAS A MISSIONARY. AN ' RUN, WE GOT RUN SO 

MUCH IN SO MANY CHURCHES. DOORS SLAMMED IN OUR FACE AN ' IT WAS A SHAME. BUT HE 
NEVAH HAD THE COURAGE TO SAY, "AH WILL STOP. " HE KEPT ON 'TIL THE DAY HE PASSED. 

(You know I felt that down in New Orleans . I felt that , uh , a reason a lo t 
of  these  people , they had their own altars and that sort of thing . I felt that 
the official church was not reaching them, you know. ) 

Tha ' s right . 
(The off icial church was not reaching them and giving them something they 

want ed . And , uh , these people couldn ' t go to the , uh , pastor or to the priest , 
uh , they would p refer to go , to come to a home like this , and where you could 
talk your problems over with an individual person who would be interested in 
you .  In o ther words , you ' re a counselor , you ' re a lo t o f  ex • • •  a lot of , uh 
experience an ' uh , they believed in the same , and the , the effectiveness o f  
candles . That was their , they , they grew up o n  that , atmosphere of  that typ e . ) 

Mm hm. 
(And that ' s  what they wanted . But it was something near to them.  The church 

seemed far away . )  
Tha ' s r ight . Tha ' s right . 
(And , uh , the church always expected of  course , a certain amount of  money . A 

lo t of  these people j ust  did not have a cent to give to anyone . )  
Now • • •  

(During , this is  during the [Great ] Depression I ' m  talking about . )  
------- 2 pages omitted -------

(By the way , speaking of money , uh, what did your , what did , uh , how d id your 
uh , husband handle , uh , uh , this , this , uh , healing business? Uh , there was • • • 

there wasn ' t any specific charge for • • •  ) 
No , no , no , no ! No , no , no , no ! [And critics once questioned Shakespeare ' s  

5 no ' s . ]  
(No , no , I mean how, well how d id he handle it ? )  
He healed the people . Said wha ' they give him okay . 
(That ' s  right . That ' s  what I wanted , yes . )  
He , uh , he didn ' nevah put no charge on ' em. 
(Yes . )  
No charge . 
( I  see . Uh huh . ) 
He healed the p eople an ' , uh they don ' have an ' they said , "Well , 

Reverend , look , ah ain ' t got anythin ' now . " 
(Did he do , d id he do , uh healing in the church , or healing services in the 

church? ) 
Yes , yes , yeah he did the healin ' service in the church . 
(And then did he • • •  then he had , uh • • •  ) 
An ' when they take up collection ' or [ for ] o '  them tha ' he healed . 
(Uh huh . ) 
They would put a penny on the table . [A basket was not passed but you laid 

gift on table as you left church . ] 
(Mm hm . ) 
If  he could , ah , ah mean , ah don ' count tha ' ut one on the 
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table . now. An ' ah know he would , he wouldn ' t  ------------------ -
(He uh, he uh , had the gift of  knowing . )  
He had , uh , o '  knowin ' thin ' . 
(A feeling? ) 
Tha ' s right . 
(A feeling . ) 
Tha ' s right . 
(A feeling of it , uh huh . ) 
He could point ' um  out . Tha ' s wha ' ah ' m  talkin ' about . He could po int ' um  

out . 
(Uh huh . ) 

Wha ' , uh , HE COULD TELL WHO PUT SOMETHIN ' IN OFFAHRIN ' AN ' WHO DIDN ' .  
(Who didn ' t • • • •  Now • • •  ) 
AN ' THEN HE [ sp eaker ' s  husband , preacher and healer ] ,  AFTER HE TOOK IT [ chur

ch ' s free-will offering basin ]  AROUND [ the congregation ] ,  HE SAID� UH� UH� "SIS
TAB SO-AN ' -SO-AN 1 -SO [no tice 3 so ' s ] ,  BACK IN THE BACK [ o f  the church] , GOT ON 
SECH-AN '-SECH A DRESS� AN ' SECH-AN '-SECH A CULAH [ colo r ] . AH SEE A BIG CULAH 
SWEETAH WITH A HAT� BIG SO-AN '-SO GOT ON. AN ' GOT ON SECH A HAT. " SAYS� "UH 
YO 1 DIDN 1 PUT NOTHIN 1 IN THE OFFAHRIN 1

• 

11 SAYS� "YO 1 GOT PLENTY 0 1 GOOD SERVICE 
OUT O '  IT. " SAID� "UH� THA 'S ALRIGHT. " SAID� "WE� YO ' DIDN 'T PUT NOTHIN ' IN 
THERE THA ' TIME� YO ' WASN 'T INTENDED TO PUT NOTHIN ' IN. " AN ' AH SAID� "BUT WE 
AIN 'T TAKIN ' UP OFFAHRIN ' NO MO ' FO ' TO GIVE NOBODY A SECOND CHANCE 'CAUSE GAJID 
ONLY GIVE YO ' ONE CHANCE IN LIFE. " 

(Did he say this out in the • • •  ) 
Right out • • •  

( • • •  in the congregation? ) 
• • •  right out . Right out .  
(In the congregation . )  
SAY� "WE AIN 'T TAKIN 1 UP COLLECTION NO MO 1

• 

11 
(Mm hm. ) 
SAY� " 'CAUSE YO ' WASN ' INTENDIN ' TO GIVE THE FIRS ' TIME. " SAY� "NOW WE TAKE 

UP A SECOND TIME YO ' MIGHT GIVE A LITTLE. GIVE UP AN ' GO. " SAY� "BUT GAWD AIN 'r 
GONNA GIVE YO ' BUT ONE CHANCE IN LIFE. 11 SAY� "WHEN YO ' DEAD ONE TIME THA 'S ALL. • 

(Mm hm. ) 
SAID� "BUT AH 1 LL HEAL YO 1 AN 1 AH 'M GONNA CONTINUE TO PRAY FO 1 YO 1 • " SAID� 

"BUT YO 'LL LOOSE MO ' AN ' EVAH. YO ' GIVE IT TO A CERTAIN SOMEBODY GONNA GET IT 
AWAY FROM YO I THA I DON I NEED IT. " 

(Uh huh. ) 
An '  then ah come back an ' tol ' him . [ Speaker immediately corrects this . ] 
(Uh huh. ) 
[ I  mean ] They have come back an ' to l '  him • • •  

(Uh huh . ) 
• • •  about this money tha ' they lo se [ in gambling ] .  
(Uh huh . ) 
An '  he said , "Well .  • •  " [ I  interrupt . ] 
(Did he , did he ever say , d id he ever say to you tha ' he had a gift of  reading 

people ' s  minds? )  
Oh yes . Yes , yes , yes . 
(Did he? Mm hm. ) 
He could do that . 
(Mm hm. ) 
He really had tha ' [ g if t ] .  
(Mm hm.  Mm hm. ) 
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Anytime tha ' a person walk in tha ' door there an ' he would tell ' em , " [ I can ] 
tell yo ' wha ' yo ' done up the s treet there" [ "while coming to see me , "  a typ ical 
root doctor ' s  greeting of patient ] .  

(Uh huh. Uh , I know some people who c laim to have a g ift of  knowing a who le 
lot about you , you know. ) 

Yes .  
(Where you come from and why you ' ve come and , uh , I know a lot o f  these people 

used to be called doctozos . They would greet you at the door and say , "Don ' t tell 
me what 1 s wrong , I know. ' ' )  

Yeah .  
( " I  was expecting you . " )  
U h  huh.  
(And all that sort o f  thing . Uh,  now some people thought it  was an act . Some 

of them,  some of them probably knew. I mean you j ust don ' t know about these 
things . You j ust , you j ust can ' t tell . ) [ For my point o f  view here , see com
ment in INTRODUCTION to this volume . ] 

Yeah , you can ' t tel l .  But a person tha '  Gawd give tha ' gift , they are no t 
afraid of it . 

(Mm hm. No . No , they ' re not . No , no they ' re not . )  
An ' they not ashamed of it . 
(No , they ' re no t ashamed o f  it . ) 
' Cause they didn ' give it to theyself . Gawd give it to them . 
[ Here was a chance to change the subj ect . ] 
(Uh, when you , when you were growing up did you , uh , did you , d id it happen 

in your t ime when you were growing up? Or did you hear the o lder people ever 
talk about some doctozo in the district who was ,  became rather important ? People , 
a lot of people went to see him.  D id you ever hear talk about a Doctozo Buzzard? ) 

Yeah . 
(You hear about Doctozo Buz zard? ) 
Yeah. 
(What did they say about Doctor • . •  ? )  
Mah gran • • •  mah gran ' mothah talked about Doctor Buz zard . 
(What did they say about Doctor Buzzard? )  
Um , an ' uh , this Doctah Buz zard suppo se t o  been • • •  s o  Doctah Buz zard , you hear 

a little bit about doc • • •  lot s  about Doctah Buzzard . An ' also the Seven Sistahs . 
( Oh,  the Seven Sisters . Yes , that ' s  r ight . )  
Uh , an ' so mah uncle , right now he ' s  s t ill there . 
(Mm hm. )  
They don ' let it go down . [It will be explained . ]  An ' now they done made it 

cement an ' paint ed black . 
(Uh huh . ) 
Down in Quincy , Florida . 
(Where? ) 
Quincy , Florida . 
(Oh,  in Quincy , Flor ida . Mm hm . ) 
Mah unc le was the f irs '  taxi drivah ther e .  [ Here is the folklore theme of 

firs t. ] 
(Mm hm. ) 
His name was Willie Glenn. 
(Willie Glenn . ) 
He is in Oaklan ' ,  California now. 
(Mm hm. ) 
An ' um ,  wasn ' t many cars . So some boys had broke in a sto ' . 
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(Mm bm. ) 
At Gritteny . Stole a lot o f  j ewelry , an ' d iff-runt thin ' s  out o '  the sto ' . 

An '  got Uncle Willie to haul it  fo ' him .  But he didn ' know wha ' i t  was . He 
thought it was carryin ' a grocah [ groceries ? ] .  

(Mm hm . ) [The preceding Grit-te-ny , so heard by the transcriber , is actually 
Grit-ne = Gretna , near Quincy , Florida . ] 

So they put it all on Willie Glenn . 
(Mm bm .  O n  to your uncle , yes . )  
Yeah , said he did the whole thin ' . 
(Uh huh, uh huh . I see . )  
Yo ' see? An ' um ,  the boys stol ' this stuf f an ' carried it to a man . Sol ' 

it to a man in Mt . Pleasant , Florida [ a  few miles beyond Gretna ] . Then turn 
aroun ' , af tah they sol ' this man this stuff fo ' his sto ' , they went back there . 
An '  the man than s tashed the stuff in the s to ' . Then they went back there to 
break in the sto ' . An '  they didn ' t know the man s lept in the sto ' . 

(Mm. ) 
The man sleeped in the sto ' tha ' night . 
(Yeah. ) 
Aftah he got thru stashin ' the stuff tha ' they brought in , he j is '  said , 

"Well ,  it ' s  so close to day ah ' ll j is '  stay overnight an ' then go to work early 
in the mawnin ' . "  They goes back then . They gonna s teal the s tuff back , af tah 
they done get sol ' him the s tuf f .  An ' so he shoots about a couple o f  times . 
An ' one o '  the boys shot  him an ' killed him . 

(Of all things . ) 
So they , they did that . They got away . 
(Mm hm . ) 
An ' Uncle Willie done went to carry ' em down to First Street . He done went 

an ' carried ' em back downtown there , yo ' know . Back to Quincy . 
(Uh huh. ) 

----��--------------------------------------·So then they [ thieves ] uh , j is '  
kept goin ' .  

(Uh huh. ) 
They didn ' t come back no mo ' aftah they f inally had killed a man . 
(Uh huh . ) 
An ' they [ the law] put it all on Uncle Willie . 
(Of all things . )  
An ' so they was gonna hang Uncle Wille , least they did hang him .  
(They d i d  hang him? ) 
They did hang him .  
(Oh no ! )  
An ' he was scheduled to be hung at 10 o ' clo ck . 
(Uh huh. ) 
At Quincy , Florida , r ight on Sto Len HiLL .  
[ Transcriber has a question mark above word Sto Len and I haven ' t  t ime t o  go 

down to the safety depos it box to check it . Besides the later theme of  the 
gallows would suggest a fo lklore theme or themes app l ied to Willie . Folklore 
themes are ent irely out of  my field . ] 

(Uh huh . ) 
Down from Solomon Dairy , j is '  as yo ' comin ' out of  town .  Between Solomon 

Dairy an ' the city limits . 
(Uh huh . ) 
An '  mah gran ' mothah went to Doctor Buzzard . 
(Now what did she say? Now what d id Doctor , where did she go to? Where was 
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he living at that time? ) 
He ' s  in No ' th Carolina somewhere back in there . 
(North Carolina , some p lace . Uh huh . ) 

4545 

But ah remember she left , she went , they had him in j ail . They was scheduled 
to hang him at 10 o ' clock . She went to Doctah Buzzard • • •  

(Uh huh . ) 
• • •  and when she come back , late , while dayl ight that mornin ' • • •  

(Uh huh . )  
• • •  and everybody was feared they was gonna hang old B ill . They call him 

Bill for a nickname . [The name Will ie is changed to B il l . ] 
(Uh huh . ) 
An '  uh , they gonna hang Bill . Them times they was hangin ' people , yo ' know. 
( I  know. ) 
Well ,  they was cruel aroun ' Quincy . They had j ust  gotten a town - c ivilized 

for the last seven or e ight years yo ' know . 
(Uh huh . ) 
An ' so they had Uncle Willie up on the gallows an ' knock the tripp er from 

under him, waitin '  ' t il 10  o ' clo ck come to knock the tripper from under him an ' 
break his neck. 

(Yeah. ) 
I t  turned dark, was a quar tah to ten . It  turned dark, yo ' couldn ' see nothin' . 

An '  nothin ' but a li ' le o le hole , a li ' le o le trough , what they fall down in , 
what yo ' fal l in . 

(Uh huh . ) 
Go t four black buzzards an ' they ' re j is '  flyin ' so thick there , yo ' j ust  

couldn ' t  see  nuthin . They say j is '  feel  them buzzard hit tin '  yo ' in the face . 
(The buz zards all around . )  
That ' s  what they say . 
(All around the p lace . ) 
That ' s what they said . AN ' AH KJiiOW TODAY HE IS NOT DEAD 'CAUSE HE CALLED MY 

MAMA AN ' THEM LAS ' WEEK. AN ' WHEN HE [ evidently Uncle Wille ] DID COME [we re
turn to the hanging ] • • •  GRAN 'MA WAS WALKIN ' AROUN ' AN ' SMOKIN ' HER PIPE WITH THE 
STUFF THAT "DOCTAH" BUZZARD GIVE 'ER WHEN SHE WENT [ to see him in North Carol ina .] 

(SHE WAS TO WALK AROUND THE GALLOWS? 
SHE WAS WALKIN ' AROUN ' THE PLACE THERE AN ' SMOKIN ' HER PIPE. 
(I SEE. ) 
AN ' THIS� THIS� WHAT HE GIVE HER� THE ONE WHAT WAS GONNA MAKE IT TURN DARK� 

THAT WUS WITCHCRAFT. 
(I  see . ) 
Before time ,  BECAUSE WHEN THEY HANG YO '� IF THEY SAID 1 0  O ' CLOCK IT HAVE TO 

BE 1 0  0 ' CLOCK. 
(I  see . ) 
AN ' AFTAH 10  O ' CLOCK� IF THEY DIDN ' HANG YO ' THEN� ONE MINUTE AFTAH 10� THEY 

HAVE TO CUT YO ' DOWN. 
(Uh huh . I see . ) 
SO IT TURNED DARK. 
(Uh huh . ) 
An ' they couldn ' do nothin ' with these black birds . They looked like buz

zards . Said it turned dark as pitch.  An ' said when it did start to lighten up , 
the peoples was prayin ' an ' wonderin ' what ' s  happenin ' .  AN '  WHEN IT DID START 
TO LIGHTEN UP� IT WAS 5 MINUTES AFTAH ELEVEN. 

(Of all things . )  
AN ' THEY HAD TO CUT HIM DOWN. AN ' RIGHT TODAY� THAT POST IS THERE AN ' EVERY 
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YEAR THEY GO THERE AN ' PUT THAT BLACK STRIP DOWN THAT POST WITH NEW PAINT -
EVERY YEAR. 

(This po st is • • •  ) 
IT 'S THERE RIGHT NOW. 
(THIS POST OF THE GALLOWS IS STILL THERE?)  
YEAH, YEAH, IT 'S STILL THERE. 
(AND THEY PAINT IT EACH YEAR?) 
THEY, UH, THEY, UH, PUT IN A CEMENT POST. 
(OH, IT 'S A CEMENT POST. ) 
YEAH, THEY PUT IN A CEMENT POST, BUT IT WASN 'T A CEMENT POST THEN, IT WAS A 

TREE. 
(I SEE. IT WAS A TREE THEN. ) 
YEAH. 
(BUT NOW IT 'S A CEMENT POST. ) 
IT 'S A CEMENT POST NOW. 
(AND WHY DO THEY PAINT IT BLACK EVERY YEAR?) 
WELL, HE WAS, THEY CALL HIM "NIGGER, " YO ' KNOW HE WAS NEGRO AN ' HE 'SCAPED 

THE GALLOWS. HE 'SCAPED THE GALLOWS BECAUSE HE WAS • • • •  

(I SEE. THEY DO THAT EVERY YEAR. ) 
THEY DO THAT EV 'RY YEAR, THEY DON 'T LET - THAT 'S A, THAT'S A HISTORY. 
(OH, OF ALL THINGS. ) 
THAT 1 S A. HISTORY. 
(HIS NAME WAS WILLIE GLENN?) 
WILLIE GLENN. 
(WILLIE GLENN. WELL, THAT 'S A GREAT STORY. ) 
[The preceding Willie Glenn story sounds like the remnant o f  a folk tale , the 

theme being how a black man escaped a hanging . Is  it known? Has any o f  it sur
vived ? Somewhere in HOODOO , if I included it , we have the story of a man who 
was a stand-in for his brother at the gallows , but his brother appeared in time 
for the hanging . I did not collect fo lk tales , a separate f ield in itself . ] 

( By the way , did you , did you - d id your , uh , grandmother describe DoctoP • • •  
did she see Doctor • • • actually see Doctor Buzzard� [ I  wanted to accept her com
plete story about herself ,  not its parts . ]  

No , she , she , well , maybe .  She went to see him. 
(I  see . ) 
She left Quincy and went to him • • •  

(Uh huh . ) 
• • •  to save her son. 
(I  see . ) 
So she did save him .  So if she didn ' t see him, she see some of his {Doctor 

Buzzard ' s ] work , what they say was his work, an ' it worked it . 
(I  see . ) 
' Cause he [Willie Glenn] sure is not dead , ' cause he is in Oakland , Californ� 

now. 
( I  see . And did , uh , did she , d id she pay him ,  did she pay Doctor Buzzard for 

this work? ) 
I don 1 t  know. But there is one thing that I do know - that my unc le are not 

dead . 
(I  see . How long ago did this happen? Do you have any idea? ) 
Oh, that was way back. I was ,  oh , I was about , uh, I guess I was about , I 

ougbta been about eight years old . I was about eight years old . 
(About eight years o ld . )  
Yeah. That 1 s  been a long time ' cause we hadn ' [had not ] , we had , was j is '  
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come , we use  to come , Mama use  to  bring us  from Alabama to  Gran ' ma on Christmas . 
(Uh huh. ) 

Yo ' see , that ' s  the only t ime we use to come to Florida . We at Chr istmas we 
would come to see our Gran ' ma .  

(I  see , I see . ) 
Well , he shure is livin ' , that much I know. 
( I  see ,  I see . Did Doator Buz zard have a great reputation in tho se days? )  
Wel l ,  uh , they always wasn ' t  but those two , that my Uncle I heard tell all 

my l ife . 
(Now you were talking about the Seven Sisters . I want to hear • • •  ) 
The Seven Sisters an ' Doatah Buzzard . 

[My second interview of  Mrs . Davis now begins : ]  
(June , I have to look at my wat ch • • •  What is  it - the 2 3rd? 22nd ? )  
[My ancient watch having decided t o  take a vacation in the repair shop , a 

fast-talking salesman had sold me a new watch , one of  tho se g iving you the month 
and day . The price was about $ 17 . 00 - still real dollars in those days - back 
in 19 70 . ] 

23rd [answers Mrs .  Davis ] .  
( 2 3rd , uh . I uh , last night I went out to interview a man an ' didn ' t  get , 

didn ' t get to bed until , uh , uh , 1 : 30 [much later , this being first interview 
of  the Prophet ! ]  and got up this morning at 7 : 00 .  I had 3 hours but it still 
took a lo t of  time to get ready to come here because I had all sorts of  things 
to do . I ' m  going to in • • •  continue the interview of , uh , Mrs .  Davis .  This is 
the voice of  Harry Middleton Hyatt . )  [ Cut in tape . ] 

( I  mean it ' s  not a s tory , a true story . We • • •  ) [ I  do not know what this 
means . ]  

(All right . Did you , did you , uh , think of anything after , since I saw you 
last that you could have told me? Did anything occur to your mind? Any stories 
or anything about your experience , something of that sort? ) 

Yes ,  uh , well , ah have a lot to think [ about ] .  An ' then at tha ' t ime ah 
wasn ' t ,  exactly through with the aomp Zete true confession story . 

( I  see , I see . Now suppose you j us t  continue right where you want to . )  
Well , we ' ll start right back where we lef t  off  about the Seven Sisters . 
(All right that ' ll be f ine . ) 
Tha ' ah was from experience an ' , uh , true confession.  
(I see . ) 
In 1935 ah had a brothah, which was mah o ldes ' brothah . He passed in 1964 . 

He had a very ill sickness .  An '  um, we carried him al l ovah , didn ' seem to do 
no good from the doctahs [M. D . ' s ]  an ' all . They ' d  give him medic ine but it 
didn ' seem to do no goo d .  

(Mm hm. ) 
An ' he was tol ' to go to a �o-headed person. 
(Mm hm. Now wait a minute . Where did , where did your bro ther , where did 

this happen? ) 
In uh , Alabama . 
(Oh , this happened in Alabama . )  
This happened in Alabama . 
(I  see . ) 
So  he was tol ' to go to a two-headed person • • • 

(Mm hm. ) 
• • •  tha ' knowed about witchcraf ' .  
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(I  see . ) 
So they carried him ovah to Georgia . 
(Mm hm. ) 
A man by the name Carroll Thomas . 
(Carroll what? ) [ Caro l or Carro ll . ]  
Thomas . 
(Thomas? ) 
Carol Thomas . 
(Carol Thomas . Was he a white man or colored? )  
He was a colahed man . 
(Colored man. Mm hm. ) 
An ' he made him up some medicine an ' he taken , which was 2 quart . An ' the 

mo ' he took tha '  medicine the worsah he got . 
(Oh ! ) 
' Cause he had losed his faith [ in God ] . 
(Uh huh. ) 
They take him an' carr ied him back to Carol Thomas an ' Carol Thomas tol ' him 

tha ' he wouldn ' nevah be healed but he will be bettah .  [ Clever doator ! ]  
(Mm hm . ) 
An ' HE SAID HE KNOW THA ' HE COULD CURE WITCHCRAF ' BUT HE WAS BEYOND A DOUBT • • • 

(Mm hm. ) 
• • •  OF CURIN ' HIM. 
(Mm hm . ) 
So ah taken mah brothah an ' we brought him back home . Ah taken mah brothah , 

ah was very young - ah taken mah bro thah an ' ev ' ry mornin ' ah would go down an ' 
pray . 

(Mm hm . ) 
At 6 o ' clock in the mornin ' .  [ 6A . M .  is a magic hour . ] 
(Mm hm . ) 
Ah did tha ' fo ' nine mornin ' s .  [ Here is the 9 day ritual in hoodoo . ]  
(Mm hm. ) 
An ' tha ' nine mawnin ' prayah only got him in good faith , has got him in good 

faith . 
(Mm hm . ) 
An ' then when ah go t him in good faith of  Gawd tha ' he can be healed • • •  

(Mm hm. ) 
• • •  ah healed him. 
(I see . ) 
Ah went in the woods an ' got the herbs an ' made him some medicine an ' healed 

mah brothah . 
(Mm hm. ) 
An ' he was no longah crippled no mo ' . He was no longah big o l ' blue fat 

hands . He had big - his hands was swo le up an ' he couldn ' use ' em an ' they was 
blue . 

(Mm . ) 
But ah cured mah brothah . 
(Mm hm . ) 
An ' mah brothah lived up ' t il 60 , in the ' 60 ' s . 
(Mm hm . ) 
An ' tha ' , NOW AH CAN 'T DO THA ' ALL THE TIME. [A remarkable statement ! ]  
( I  see . ) 
Uh , AH HAFTA� IT COMES TO ME WHA ' TO DO AN ' WHA ' TO GET. 
(I see. ) 
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AN ' IT COME TO ME WHA ' TO GET AN ' AH WENT IN THE WOODS AN ' GOT THOSE HERBS 
AS AH SEE 'EM, THA ' THE LORD SHOWED 'EM TO ME. [GRAB-BAG MEDICINE ! ]  

( I  see . ) 
Ah made the medicine an ' cure him . 
(I  see . ) 
An ' tha ' t ime ah have tried to make tha ' medicine as a powdah , but ah can ' t 

make it . 
(Mm hm. ) 

AT ONE TIME JIS ' GO AN ' GIT THE HERBS, AH HAVE TO GET IT ONE BY ONE. 
(Mm hm. ) 
WHICH WILL BE 14  HERBS. An ' is all out the woods , fourteen . 
(Fourteen herbs? ) 
Fourteen herbs . 
(Uh huh . ) 
An ' is all out in the woods . SO AH WENT IN THE SWAMPS AN ' AH WORKED ON THA ' 

ONE YEAH SINCE THEN. 
(Mm hm . )  

• • •  TRYIN ' TO EXPERIMENT TO SEE WHA 1 WOULD IT DO. 
(Mm hm. ) 
Ah got all the herbs , MADE THE MEDICINE AN ' TRIED IT ON MAHSELF. 
(Mm hm. )  
An ' it worked . 
(I see . ) 

IN THIS CASE THA ' SOMEBODY ELSE CAN GO IN AN ' DO THE SAME THING, CAN GO ON 
AN ' DO THE SAME THING. 

(Mm hm. ) 
WHA ' THEY WERE CALL [ING ] WITCHCRAF ' .  
(Mm hm .  I see . Mm hm. ) 
' CAUSE THA ' WHA ' HE WAS - WITCHCRAF ' • • •  

(THIS FELLOW THOMAS WAS, WAS A • • •  [ said ] YOUR BROTHER WAS "WITCHCRAFT? ") 
YES. 
(Uh huh . ) 

IT WAS BEYOND HIS DOUBT HE [Doctor Thomas ] COULDN ' CURE. 
(Uh huh . ) 
HE HELPED HIM BUT HE COULDN ' CURE. 
(ISN 'T IT RATHER RARE FOR A "DOCTOR" TO SAY THAT HE CAN 'T CURE YOU? I MEAN 

TO BE THAT HONEST ABOUT IT? )  
WELL, NO. 
(Mm hm. ) 
The reason ah said it ' s , uh , it ' s  not rare because if a person can ' t do a 

thing • • •  

(Mm hm. ) 
• • •  an ' ,  uh , you ' re always know wha ' yo ' can do . 
(Yes . )  
But yo ' don ' t know wha ' yo ' can ' t do . 
(Mm hm. Mm hm. ) 
But yo ' always know wha ' yo ' can do . 
(I  see . ) 
I t ' s  a very honest for a dOctah to tell yo ' tha ' he can ' t  not cure yo ' . 
(Mm hm. ) 
SOME DOCTAHS AH SEEN SEEIN 'S PEOPLE WAY BACK INTO MAH 

CHILDHOOD DAYS. THEY GO TO THE WITCHCRAF ' DOCTAH. AN '  THEY, PEOPLE COMIN ' 
BACK AN ' THEY SPENDIN ' THE MONEY. 
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(I  know. ) 
AH 1 VE KNOWIN ' PEOPLES TO GO TO WITCHCRAF ' TO BE HEALED AN '� UH� LOSE ALL THEY 

GOT. AN ' THEY EARIN ' IN THEY LIFE [ their lifetime earnings ] .  
(Mm hm . )  
Plantations , homes , fo ' witchcraf ' .  
(Mm hm. ) 
Tryin ' to get well . 
(Mm hm. ) 
An '  it always in the mattah of  no time . 
(Mm hm. ) 
Tha ' it , they could have got well by havin ' faith.  
( I  see . By having • • •  ) 
Ravin ' faith in the Gawd . 
(Uh huh . ) 
It wasn ' not witchcraf ' .  
(Mm • • •  ) 
But • • •  

(Lack of faith. ) 
Lack o '  faith, tha ' s  all he need . Tha ' s all he lackin ' was lack o '  faith . 
(Mm hm. ) 
'CAUSE IF YO ' HAVE THE FAITH� AN ' UH� REGARDLESS HOW SICK YO ' ARE� AH 'M A 

LIVIN ' WITNESS. 
(DID THE DOCTORS GIVE YOU UP ONE TIME? ) 
THEY GIVE ME UP RIGHT THERE IN THA ' HOSPITAL RIGHT THERE! 
(RIGHT ACROSS THE STREET! )  
RIGHT THERE! 
(YEAH. THE HOSPITAL THAT ISN 'T ANY� ISN 'T USED ANY MORE. ) 
ISN 'T USED ANY MO ' .  WHICH WAS IN 1950.  
(Mm hm . )  
Ah , uh , got shot in a accident . Walkin ' along , a snipah or somethin ' .  
(Mm hm . )  
Shot  right here in mah neck [points to place ] .  
(Right there in the neck . ) 
An '  the bullet land back there [ demons trates again ] . 
(Right in the back of your neck. ) 
Right there . It  s tayed there all night . That bullet there ' til the nex ' 

Sunday . 
(Mm. ) 
An ' the doctah ' s wanted let it stay an ' ah tol ' them ah get it , to get it out. 

An ' they said if they git it out ah was gonna die . 
(They said that if you got it out that you would die? ) 
An ' if they didn ' git it out ah was gonna d ie .  
(Die? ) 
Say it  was a 50-50 chance . 
(Uh huh . ) 
So ah tol ' ' em,  "Me an ' God got the f irs ' 50 . "  So they take an x-ray . 
(Laughs . That ' s  a ,  that ' s  a good , that ' s  a good suggestion . )  
So they s tarted an ' prepared me an ' takin ' me to the surgery room at 8 : 50 

on a Sunday mornin ' , an ' they , ah stayed in the surgery room ' t il 5 : 20 .  
(Mm hm. ) 
They was tryin ' to get tha ' bullet out . 
(Mm hm. ) 
The bullet . 
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(Mm hm. )  
An '  it dropped down here . Aftah it was [ taken from my neck] part  of mah 

shouldah. This is ' catch it up an ' it dropped down in here . 
(It  dropped down into [on to ] your stomach or dropped • • •  ? )  
Right here . 
(Oh, right down between your breas ts , uh huh . ) 
In mah lungs . 
(Near your lungs . )  
Right nex ' . 
(Oh ,  of  all things . )  
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An ' then they had to poke fo ' it . Wha ' they wanted to give up . They j is '  
say , if they get i t  out then dropped in a serious place down in mah lungs right 
there . Ah to l '  ' em me an ' Gawd st ill holdin ' the f ir st 50 .  

(Mm hm. Because that was really in a serious place . ) 
In a serious place . 
(And they , they didn ' t want to - did they want to take it out or j ust • • •  ? )  
They , they , they had give it up . They didn ' wanna take it out . 
(Uh huh . ) 
Aftah they , it dropped . 
(Was it the ir fault that it dropped down there? ) 
Well , no it wasn ' their fau1t . 
(Uh huh . ) 
' Cause it sucked . )  
(Oh ! ) 
As ah breathed tha ' s wha ' 

• • •  

(Oh, it sucked , oh, as you breathed ,  it sucked it down . ) 
Yeah , it sucked it down . 
(Oh, I see . I see , yes . ) 
So they take an ' pile up mah own human f lesh in the front o '  me . Tha ' s  how 

ah experienced the know-how wha ' flesh feel . How a live human • • • 

(Uh huh. ) 
• • •  body flesh feel . 
(Yeah. ) 
Like wet cotton .  
( Mm  hm . ) 
' Cause ah had a p ile in front o '  me j is '  like tha ' . 
(Mm hm . )  
They didn ' put me to s leep . [ Good Heavens ! ]  Ah wouldn ' let ' em.  [ Good 

Heavens again ! ] Ah wanted to • • • if ah went , Gawd didn ' show me no prophecy 
where ah was gonna go . 

(Mm. )  
An ' , uh , they kept me in the hosp ital af tah they got tha ' [ bullet ] .  They 

still say tha ' ah was , wasn ' gonna make it . 
(Mm hm. ) 
' Cause ah was passin '  blood then from mah min ' .  [Min ' surely means ainis

tration = menstruat ion . ] 
( I  see . )  
When they [ surgeons ] tore up [What do surgeons tear up to re-ave 

bullet from neck? ] 
(Down your lungs? )  [ Somehow the bullet got into her lungs ! ] 
Yes . 
(Uh huh. ) 
S o  they quit even givin ' me food . 



4552 - Memoirs of Alma Egan Hyatt Foundation -

(Mm hm. ) 
An ' uh , was a lady oppo site the bed from me in the same room , she give me 

some o '  her food ! ! !  
(Mm hm. ) 
An ' they quit givin ' me food ,  they quit g ivin ' me anything . They drawed de 

black curtains aroun ' on me . Tha ' room , tha ' room tha ' ah was in , tha ' one 
right there . 

(Right across the street , you can see it from here . Right through the 
[ screen ]  door . )  

[For p icture of hospital , see illus trat ion No . 3 , vo lume 3 ,  ho spital between 
my head and Cubby ' s ! ] 

Yo ' see them two palms ?  
(Oh , yes . )  
Well , tha ' was mah room . 
(Yes , I s ee .  Uh huh . ) 
They ' d  come and they ' d s ee othah patient s an ' then they ' d  peek behind this 

black curtain with the thing on, see whethah ah was gone . 
(Mm hm . ) 
Ah j is '  layin ' there ' cause ah had faith tha ' Gawd wasn ' gonna let me go . 
(Mm hm. ) 
So  one mornin ' ah to l '  ' em,  ah said - uh , they come an ' Dr . Campbell he come 

an ' peeked in an ' also Dr . Bonanza . They come an ' they peeked in there an ' ah 
had sit up in the bed an ' braided up mah hair . See ' cause ah was paralyzed all 
ovah this side . This whole side ah was paralyzed . 

(Oh, the whole , the whole left side was sort of  paralyzed . Uh huh . ) 
An ' uh , ah had sit up in the bed an ' done braided up mah hair . 
(Mm hm. )  
An ' they looked , then they took the curtains down . Ah say , "Yo ' didn ' have 

no need to put ' em up . "  
(Mm hm . ) 
Ah said , "The Lord gonna let me stay ' cause there ' s somethin 1 he wants me to 

do an ' ah ' m  gonna do it . 
(Mm hm. ) 
Ah said , um, he said , "Ah wouldn ' have give a penny fo ' your l ife - one cent . "  
(Mm hm. ) 
An ' they let me pay 10  years , to pay tha ' penny . Say , "Ah wouldn ' o ' gived 

it fo ' yo ' life . "  Say , "We j is '  know tha ' . "  Ah say , "Wel l The All T ime Above 
All ,  The Main Man, heaven sake , knows . He didn ' t turn His back . " Ah say , "Yo ' 
all didn ' put on the chart no feed , no nothin ' . An ' yo ' didn ' even give me any 
watah . " 

(Mm hm. ) 
Ah said , "But Gawd fed me . "  
(Mm tun. ) 
Ah said , "Now ah am gain ' home tomorrow . "  An '  they didn ' want me to go home . 

Ah got up tha ' night , ah put on mah clothes an ' ah walked out tha ' hosp ital right 
there [probably pointing to it , or does she mean as soon as she put on her 
clothes ] .  

(Mm hm . )  
An ' ah ' m  st ill alive . 
(Mm hm. )  
Praise God . 
Sometime , this kinda , yo ' know feel [ what ? ] .  
(Uh huh. ) 
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But my brother- in-law and my relations d idn ' t come to the ho sp ital . They ' d  
come aroun ' to the windah • • •  

(Uh huh . ) 
• • •  the bolt wasn ' t  bolted then . They ' d  come aroun ' to the windah an ' peep 

into the windah . They tell me they were lookin ' any minute to hear tha ' ah 
was gone . 

(Mm hm. ) 
Got my insurance policy an ' ev ' rythin ' ready j is '  waitin '  fo ' tha ' turn o ' 

time . 
(Mm hm .  Yo ' didn ' t have any , uh , yo ' didn ' t call for any , uh , healer to come 

in to help or anything o f  that sort? ) 
No , no . 

me . 

( It ' s j ust God ' s  work. ) 
Just Gawd ' s work. 
(I  see . ) 
An ' ah didn ' call fo ' nobody ' s  but Jesus . 
(Mm hm. ) 
' Cause ah feel like the same thin ' tha ' Gawd will do fo ' yo ' ,  he can do it to  

(Mm hm. I see . )  
An ' ,  um ,  ah j is '  stayed r ight there . 
(Now, you were speaking about there ' re some things , sometimes you could do , 

then you couldn ' t do them now.  I wanted to ask you a question , do you feel , you 
know of course , you know Jesus at one place said he felt the power had gone out 
of him .  You know sort o f  l e f t  him? Have you ever had any experience of that 
type? That some t ime your power is stronger than other times and there ' re t imes 
you • • •  ? )  

Yes it is . 
(Mm hm . )  
At t imes when the sp ir it works with me , ah don ' have to even touch a person . 
(Mm hm . ) 
Jis ' go like this [ demonstrates ] .  
(Just wave your hand . Don ' t have to touch them . ) 
Don ' t have to touch ' em.  
( I  see . ) 
But ah can ' t do tha ' all the t ime .  
(You can ' t  do it all the t ime .  I see . ) 
Ah can ' t do it all the t ime . 
( I  see .  I see . D o  you , sometimes ano int people? Ano int • • •  put your hands on 

the ir head • • •  ano int them with o il or something of that sort ? ) 
No . Ah can j is ' put mah han ' s on their head . 
(Mm hm. ) 
An '  ah talk, when it come to me . 
(Mm hm. ) 
If ah be prayin ' fo ' anybody an ' put mah han ' s on those peoples • • •  

(Mm hm . ) 
• • •  then they feels the dif ' rence . They feels the sp irit o '  the Lord. 
(Mm hm. )  
From me l ike that . 
( I  see . ) 
An '  things j is '  comes to me ahead o '  t ime .  
(Mm hm . )  
An ' ah t ells the people ' bout this , "Ahhh it ain ' t gonna happen . " 
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(Mm hm. )  
" I t  ain ' t gonna happen . "  
(Mm hm . )  

AH TOL ' THEM IN 1958.  
(Mm hm. )  
AH SAY, "YO ' KNOW WHA ? "  AH TOL ' THEM IN SEVERAL CHURCHES. THEY SAID, "THEY 

NEED TO CARRY HER OFF, " SAY, "SHE 'S SICK. " 
(Uh huh . ) 

Ah said , "NO, " AH SAID , uh, ah said , "AH 'M NOT SICK. " Ah said , "but the Lord 
showed it to me tha ' in the United State tha '  we gonna have a p resident , "  ah 
said , " children gonna be comin ' home from schoo l . " 

(Do what? ) 
Ah said , "Children be comin ' home from school . "  Ah said , "They gonna come 

hollahrin ' ' bout the President dead . "  Ah said , "An ' we gonna tell ' em quit 
tellin ' tha ' lie . " 

(Uh huh. ) 
They said , "Wha ' , wha ' yo ' mean? " Ah said , "We ' s gonna have a ,  gonna have a 

Pres ident , our Pres ident gonna git killed or  assass inated . "  Well , they say , "Yo• 
don ' t know. "  Ah said , " But he ' s  not gonna be no president now, gonna be one 
tha ' we ain ' t got yet . "  

(Uh huh. ) 
An ' this was way back in SO ' s  • • •  

(Mm hm . )  
• • •  see it  j is '  as plain • • • 

(Mm hm. )  "" 
" • • •  j is '  like it was in an airplane an ' comin ' r ight down in the yard . "  
(Mm hm. )  
An '  ah said , "Ooh, " ah said , "tha ' s man comin ' out o '  an a irplane , stop the 

airplane in mah yard . "  Tha ' s the way the Lord showed it to me . 
(Mm hm. )  
Ah said , "Now look who gitt in '  out . "  Ah said , "Look at al l them tha ' 

peoples git t in '  out o '  the plane . "  An ' look like the one got out , they said , 
"That ' s  The President . "  Ah said , "Oh, yes tha ' s  the Pres ident fo ' shure , tha ' s  
ev ' rybody know Johnson . "  Tha ' s wha ' ah say , ah said , "Ev ' rybody know Johnson . "  
An ' uh, they say ,  "No , we not talkin ' about Johnson . "  Say ,  ah say , "Tha ' is 
President Johnson goin ' on there . "  

(Mm hm. )  
THA 'S WAY AH WAS TALKIN ' WITH THEM IN MY SLEEP LIKE THA ' .  AH WASN ' SLEEP 

'CAUSE IT IN THE DAYTIME AH SITTIN ' UP ON THE PO 'CH. 
(Mm hm . )  
An '  they say ,  "Yes , tha ' s the pres ident but that there are go ing to be our 

president . "  
(Mm hm. ) 
Kinda bald head fellah. An ' ah seed it j is '  as  plain .  

t o  runnin ' fo ' president an ' ,  um ,  Kennedy was nominated to 
nobody gonna vote fo ' them . " Ah said , "He gonna make it . " 
make President , "  ah sa id , "but  he won ' t make it in life . "  

(Mm hm . )  
An ' he didn ' t make it . 
(Mm hm . )  

An ' so when they got 
run , ah said , "Don ' t  

Ah said , "He gonna 
An '  history prove it . 

AN ' SO WHEN THE CHILDREN COME FROM SCHOOL, THEY [ people ] SAY, "AH, WE, WHA ' 
YO ' ALL DOIN ' OUTA SCHOOL SO EARLY? "  ��--�����������������= 
THEY SAY OUR PRESIDENT GOT ASSASSINATED. AH SAID, "OH, NO. " AH SAY, "HERE YO ' 
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ALL COME AN ' TRY IN ' TO REPEAT SOME 0 '  MAH DREAM. " 
(Mm bm. ) 
They say , "No , Mam. " Said , "Miss Davis , "  sa id , "our President go t 

ated today . " Ah said , "Wha ' ? "  Ah said , "Well ,  ah had the news on . "  
" I t  j is ' happen. " Said , "They run a fresh , fresh bulletin . It  j is ' 
So then ah went in there turned it on . WELL� NOW THA ' WAS WAY BEFO ' 
THIN KIN ' BOUT RUNNIN ' .  

(Mm bm. ) 
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assas sin
She said , 

happen. " 
HE WAS EVEN 

But yo ' see , this mah t ime when the Lord g ive to me , g ive it to the President , 
uh, he give it to me . 

(Mm hm . )  
An '  uh • • •  

(Always for a good purpose? ) 
It  was always a good purpose . 
(Uh huh. ) 
So people ' s  here they don ' undahstan ' .  
( I  know . ) 
They don ' t undahstan ' ,  because • • •  

(Of course they don ' t . )  
Ah , ah , ah • • •  

(ANYONE WHO IS DIFFERENT NO ONE UNDERSTANDS. ) 
No one undahstan ' s .  
(If  you ' re a little bit different . )  
THE FIRS ' 0 '  THE YEAR WHICH WAS JANUARY 2� AH HAD A PECULIAR SPIRIT COME INTO 

ME. UNLOCKED MAH HOUSE LOOKED LIKE. 
(UNLOCKED YOUR HOUSE?) 
YEAH. LOOK LIKE AH COMIN ' TO MAH HOUSE AN ' UNLOCK MAH HOUSE WITHOUT A KEY. 
(Without a key . ) 
Tha ' s it . An ' uh , ah said , "Looka here , "  ah said , ah noticed mah 

was in the back, he runnin ' out the back do ' .  This was in January . 
run out the back do ' then he went this way . An ' Twenty-Second was a 
road with a ovahpass , ovahpas s back here . 

(Mm hm. )  

gran ' son 
An ' when he 
highway 

Down ' bout E ighteenth ,  by Tangerine , there was anothah ovahpass . There was 
3 little boys was with him.  Now this was show'd to me in  January . An ' ah  looked 
all aroun ' in the house an ' ah couldn ' see nothin ' tha ' they had took.  Ah said , 
"Well Art let me tell yo ' , " ah said , "uh,  that ' s  all r ight . "  Ah said , "Yo ' done 
went an ' broke in mah house an ' wha ' yo ' lookin ' fo ' ? " Ah said , "Ah buy yo ' 
ev ' ry thin ' yo ' want when yo ' come to me an ' ast . " But he run . This was in 
January . Ah tol ' his family , ah tol ' mah family , ah said , "Now yo ' all have to 
beware. " Ah said , "God showed me an ' , "  ah said , "now this may no t be . " ---=---
Ah said , "Now somebody gonna break in , "  ah said , "yo ' al l beware o '  wha ' yo '  
have . Get your j ewelry stuff an ' put it away , if yo ' go t ta put it in the bank 
in a safety bank. " Ah said , " ' Cause they gonna break in . It ' s  gonna be out of 
these houses , these 3 houses . It ' s  gonna be the fo ' family house . "  Ah said , 
" Somebody ' s  ouse gonna get broke in . "  

(Mm hm. )  
Mah stepsistah said , "Oh , no . "  Earl say , "No , no . "  He say , "No , yo '  musta 

had ate too much. "  Ah said , "Ah wasn ' , ah hadn ' eat . Ah wasn ' asleep . " Ah 
said , " I t  j is '  come , somethin ' come ovah me an ' ah couldn ' see nothin ' but those 
thin ' s . "  

( I  see . ) 
He said , "Oh, no . "  He said , "Twenty-Second would nevah be a highway . "  Ah 
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said , "J is ' keep on livin ' . "  
(Mm hm . )  
Ah said , "Twenty-Second are gonna be , we are gonna be fenced in back in this 

way . They gonna have an ovahpass up there an ' they gonna be an ovahpass down 
here . "  Ah said , "Jis ' keep on livin ' . "  Ah said , " S omebody house they goin ' in 
gonna get , they goin '  in an ' gonna get all the thin ' s takin ' out . "  

(Mm hm . )  
Tha ' WAS JANUARY THE 2ND THA ' AH HAD THA ' VISION. All right , in March , his 

wife , my son ' s • • •  step- son ' s  wife l ittle teenage went , teenage son went in his 
house ,  wat ched them off , went in his house . Took all his rifles , television , 
radio an ' ev ' rythin ' . An ' uh , lef ' the proof , he made a mistake an ' lef ' his 
shoes .  

(Mm. hm. ) 
Ah think they musta been tryin ' , he musta had his shoes off , lef ' his shoes . 

All r ight then here they come bring in ' back to me . Say , "Yo ' tol ' tha ' . "  Ah 
sa id , "Well , yo ' said ah had eat too much an ' it wasn ' very nice . "  Ah said , 
" It wasn ' very nice . "  

(Mm. bm. ) 
Wel l ,  seem like it wasn ' gonna • • •  All right now this one out here , he done 

went in nieces house now, the week befo ' las ' . 
(Mm. bm. ) 
Took ' er radio an ' thin ' s .  An ' she had 
(Mm. hm . )  

�------ -

An ' he broke back in again. She caught him breakin ' in��������-== 
(HAVING� IN YOUR EXPERIENCE� HAVE PEOPLE COME TO YOU AND WANTED YOU TO TELL 

THEM ABOUT THEIR FUTURE?) 
Well , yes , yes .  
(Well what ?  What d id they want to know? 

well or something of that sor t ?  Would they 
Well , ah have a lo t o '  people ' s  have got 

yo ' have 
(Mm hm

-�. ),-------

I mean , were they , would they get 
succeed in something? Or uh • • •  ) 
well o '  this , this only idea ' s  tha '  

An ' some peoples can have [ something ] j is '  as simple a s  a headache . Or some
body done somethin ' to me [ = somebody witchcrafted me ] . 

( I  know.  Oh , that ' s  common . )  
But , when yo ' sit there an ' there ' s  all • YO ' HAVE TUH 

TALK WITH THESE PEOPLES AN ' GET THEY MIN ' OFF 0 '  THAT. 
( I  see . Mm hm . )  
THA ' IS THE HEALIN ' .  
(Yes . In other words if you can ' t get their minds o f f , you can ' t  heal them? 

I s  that it? ) 
Well , yes . 
(Mm bm. ) 
IF YO ' GOT THE POWAH� YOUR POWAH. [More than getting minds off is required . ] 
(If  you ' ve got the power . All right . )  
The powah wha ' does tha ' . 
(I see . The power does  it . )  

The powah does it . 
(Mm hm. ) 
An' we have to have tha '  faith.  
(Mm hm. ) 
See? Because without faith there ' s  no nothin ' . 
{Mm. ) 
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See ,  ther e ' s no no thin ' . 
(DO YOU THINK, YOUR EXPERIENCE, SO YOU • • •  HAVE YOU EVER SEEN PEOPLE HEALED IN 

A GROUP? OR USUALLY MUST A PERSON BE HEALED SINGLY? WHEN THEY HAVE SOME OF 
THESE REVIVALS AND THAT SORT OF THING? HEALING, BIG SERVICES. ) 

YO ' CAN HEAL THE ENTIRE BUILDIN ' .  
(You can heal a whole church full o f  people? ) 
Yo ' can heal the ent ire buildin ' . 
(Mm hm. ) 
BUT THEY HAVE TO COME TO THEIR MIND THA ' THEY WANTS TO BE, AN ' BELIEVE • • •  

(Mm hm . ) 
• • •  tha '  God wil l . Have a servant anointed them . A human to do as He want s 

to have done . 
(Mm hm. ) 
Yo ' see? Yo ' can heal ' em. But now stayin '  • • •  

(Mm hm. S taying healed . )  
Tha ' s it . 
(Staying healed , that ' s  ano ther , another situat ion . )  
Stayin '  healed . 
( I  see . I t ' s  only permanent under certain cond it ions . )  
Tha ' s right . 
(I SEE, FOR EXAMPLE, HAVE YOU EVER HEARD THAT, THAT SOME HEALERS, NOW THERE 

ARE ALL TYPES OF HEALERS. SOME HEALERS SAY, "WELL NOW, IF YOU EVER TELL WHAT 
I ' VE  DONE OR ANYTHING, THIS WILL COME BACK TO YOU. " YOU THINK THAT SORT OF 
THING IS POSSIBLE? )  

NO. 
(THAT 'S PART, THAT 'S WITCHCRAFT THEN?) 
YES. 
(That sort of  thing , mm hm . ) 
'CAUSE YO ' KNOW WHA ' YO ' HA VE TO DO. IF AH DO SOMETHIN ' , IF AH HEAL A PERSON, 

AN ' THEY DO AS AH TELL THEM TO DO, THEY WILL STAY HEALED. 
( Stay healed . )  
They will stay healed . 
(Mm hm . ) 
But if ah tell them not to tell nobo dy what ah did . 
(Mm hm. ) 
Or don ' t yo ' t ell nobody , don ' t yo ' tell nobody t ha '  ah healed yo ' .  
(Mm hm. )  
AH DON 'T CARE WHO THEY TELL WHEN AH HEAL. 
(THAT 'S RIGHT. I SEE. IN OTHER WORDS YOU HAVE NOTHING TO BE ASHAMED OF. 

YOU SAID THAT THE OTHER DAY WHEN I INTERVIEWED YOU. I THINK YOU 'RE RIGHT. ) 
AH DON 'T HAVE ANYTHING TO BE ASHAMED OF. 
(DO YOU THINK SOMETIMES HEALING IS SOMETHING THAT HAS TO BE DONE GRADUALLY? 

SOMETIMES IT COMES ALL OF A SUDDEN AND SOMETIMES YOU HAVE TO BE GRADUALLY UH • • •  ) 
WELL, IT HAVE TO BE GRADUALLY IN THIS LIFE. THEY PEOPLE 'S WHO YO ' ARE HEALIN '. 
(Mm hm. ) 
THEY FAITH GROW SLOW AN ' GRADUALLY. 
(Mm hm. ) 
THEN AS THEY IS TO BE HEALED • • •  

(Mm hm. ) 
• • •  BUT IS NOT SLOW. 
(Mm hm. ) 
IT 'S NOT, SAY IT WILL TAKE IN SUCH A TIME. 
(Mm hm. ) 
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' CAUSE WHEN IT COMES TO ME., AS IT COMES TO ME., AN ' IT GOES TO THEM., THA 'S 
WHA ' HEALIN 'S FO ' .  

(Mm hm. )  
BUT THEY HAVE TO HAVE THA ' COMPLETE FAITH THA '  THEY ARE NOT WITCHCRAF ' . 
(Mm hm. Mm hm. I see . ) 
THEY HAVE TO HAVE THA ' FAITH WITH THE ALMIGHTY GOD THA ' THEY ARE NOT WITCH-

CRAF ' .,  THEY ARE HEALED AN ' WAS HEALED WITHOUT ANY INWARD MEDICINE. 
(Mm hm. ) 
ANY TIME THA ' YO ' CAN HEAL A PERSON AN ' DON ' HAVE TO GIVE HIM NO MEDICINE • • •  

(Mm hm. )  
• • •  WELL., THEN IT JIS ' HAS TO BE THE POWAH 0 '  THE LORD. 
(I  see . )  

AN ' THA 'S THE POWAH THA ' HE DON 'T GIVE EV 'RYBODY. 
(That ' s  right . That ' s  right . )  
He don ' t give ev ' rybody tha ' . 
( I  know. ) 

AN '  WHEN HE GIVE IT TO 'EM., A PERSON., HE DIDN ' GIVE IT TO 'EM FO ' 'EM TO 
SAVE IT. 

(Mm bm. ) 
HE DIDN 'T GIVE IT TO 'EM FO ' THEM TO SAY., AH COULD DO SO-AN '-SO TO SECH-AN '

SECH A ONE. 
(Mm. )  
BUT HE WON ' APPRECIATE THA ' .  WE NOT LOOKIN ' FO ' OUR APPRECIATION FROM THE 

WORLD. 
(No , no . )  
WE., AB., AH DON ' LOOK FO ' MAH APPRECIATION FROM THE WORLD. AH DON 'T LOOK FO ' 

MAH APPRECIATION., ALMIGHTY APPRECIATION FROM GOD., AN ' [ that ] IS TO LET ME STAY 
ALIVE AN '  KEEP ON DOIN ' WHA ' AH 'M DOIN ' . 

( I  see . ) 
An' the t ime then have come tha ' the wor ld need all good thin ' s o f  informa-

t ion o '  goin' out in the wicked peoples . 
(Mm bm. ) 

AN '  YO ' CAN 'T BELIEVE IN NOTHIN ' BUT A WHOLE LOT 0 '  WITCHCRAF ' . 
(Mm bm. ) 
' Cause God is no t mocked . 
(He ' s not what? ) 
He ' s  not mocked . 
( I s  not mocked . )  
He ' s  not mo cked . He will do j is '  wha ' he say he will do . 
( I  see . ) 
J is '  wha ' he say he will do , he will do . But yo ' have to have faith an ' 

bel ief . 
(Did you ever hear that an earth person has the power to heal and they abuse 

that power? Does anything ever happen to them? Or is it taken away or does 
something happen to them? If it ' s  misused , this power of healing? ) 

If God give yo ' the powah to do somethin ' • • •  

(Mm hm . )  
• • •  tha ' s wha ' he want yo ' to do . 
(Mm hm. ) 
Tha ' s wha ' he intended fo ' yo ' to do . 
(Mm. )  
' Cause he give yo ' tha ' powah. 
(Mm hm. )  
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An' if , if , if , uh , he had ' nt had some work fo ' yo ' to do . He  wouldn ' , tha ' 
powah is a hammah . 

(Mm hm .  I s  a what? ) 
Is  a hannnah . 
(A hammer? ) 
Is a hammah . 
(Mm hm . ) 

(THIS IS S IDE 2 OF THE CASSETTE I ' M DOING NOW . Interviewing Mrs .  Davis . This 
is side 2 .  Now go right ahead . I 'm sorry . )  

An ' so the faith i s  what we must  have . 
(Mm hm . ) 
But if we go an ' ,  uh , work on this person an ' uh , ah ' ve heard of  them in mah 

life to say tha ' , uh , our , THEY COME TO ME� "AH SURE WOULD LIKE TO KNOW YOUR� 
WHAT AILIN ' ME. " AH TELL 'EM WHA 'S WRONG WITH THEM. 

(Mm hm . ) 
AN ' THEY SAY� "WELL� IF AH WERE TO TELL ME IT 'S WITCHCRAF ' �  TELL ME AH 'M 

HOODOO. THA 'S WHAT THEY TELL ME. " 
(Mm hm . ) 

AH SAID� "OH NO� HONEY� YO ' NOT HOODOO� " AH SAID� "YO ' HOODOOED YOURSELF. "  
A HEAP O '  TIME WE CAN HOODOO OURSELVES . 

(That ' s  right , yes . ) 
See? 
(Mm hm . ) 
AH SAYS� "UM� YO ' ARE NOT HOODOOED� " AH SAY� "YO ' DID IT YOURSELF. " 
(Mm hm . )  

AN ' THEY HAVE WALKED OUT BECAUSE AH DIDN 'T TALK ON THE SIDE THA ' THEY WANTED 
ME TO TALK ON. 

(They wanted you , they wanted to , they wanted to really be hoodooed . )  
They wanted , uh , THEY WANTED TO BE HOODOOED. WHA ' HAPPEN IS SOMETHIN ' WAS 

WRONG WITH 'EM� BUT THEY WANTED TO GET WELL BY THE HOODOO. THEY WANTED TO GET 
WELL OF IT. 

(Mm hm. )  
BUT THEN THEY WANTED [ to ]  RETURN IT BACK TO THE PERSON WHO TURNED IT ON THEM. 
(Oh , in other words , they didn ' t want to do anything to , personally toward 

their cure . They j ust  wanted to , to • • •  ) 
To return back . 
(Turn it back . In other words ,  to do a little magic . A little card trick 

or something? )  
Tha ' s right . Tha ' s right . 
(There was no cooperation , sp iritual cooperation with you at all? ) 
No ! no ! no ! Ah telled them ,  ah said , "No , ah don ' do tha ' . "  
(Mm hm. ) 
Ah said , "Turnin ' back , " ah said , ah , ah have to t ell them sometime , ah said , 

"ah don ' know about tha ' . "  
(Yeah . )  
Ah sa id , "Yo ' have to go . "  They say ,  "Yo ' know where ah could go? "  Ah said , 

"No , ah don ' • " Ah don ' send ' em to no body tha ' ah know • • •  

(Mm hm. )  
• • •  to do somethin ' to somebody . 
(Mm hm . )  
' Cause ah ' m  no t gonna evah do tha ' . 
(Mm hm . )  
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Ah ' m  not gonna evah do nothin ' to harm nobody . 
(Mm hm. Mm hm. . ) 
If ah can ' t help yo ' • • •  

(Mm hm. ) 
• • •  ah will send yo ' fo ' somebody else can • • •  

(Mm hm . )  
Tha ' s mah j ob .  
(Mm . )  
Tha ' s wha ' ah know . 
(Mm hm . ) 
AN ' UM� 'CAUSE AH WOULDN ' TURN THEY AILMENT WHA ' THEY HAD ON SOMEBODY ELSE • • •  

(Mm hm. ) 
• • • THEY WALKED OUT AN ' LEF ' . 
(Mm hm . )  
An '  ah tol ' them they have witchcraf ' fo ' sale . 
(Mm hm . ) 
So they , f inally they would go dif ' runt places far an ' near . An ' then they 

said , "Well ,  yo ' could have tol ' me where to go . "  
(Mm hm. ) 
Ah said , "But yo ' didn ' tell me wha ' yo ' want , yo ' wanted to go to do d irty 

thin ' s . " 
(Mm hm . ) 
"He want s to go to turn somethin ' back off  o '  yo ' to put it on somebody else.• 
(Mm hm. . ) 
Tha ' s the devil . Tha ' s  Satan . 
(Mm hm. ) 
UH� ' CAUSE WITCHCRAFT IS A PECULIAR THIN ' .  
(Mm hm. ) 
IT 'S VERY PECULIAR. 
(Mm hm. ) 
Ah ' m  not to hurt nobody . Yo ' don ' suppose to do tha ' . 
(Mm hm. )  
BUT DEBE SOME HAD SOL ' OUT TO THE DEVIL. 
(Mm hm . ) 
IN THE PLACE 0 '  HEALIN '� THEY ARE REBUKED IN THE HEALIN ' PART AN ' GOIN ' INTO 

THEIR DEVIL SIDE. 
(The devil ' s  work . Mm hm . ) 
Then done devil ' s  work. 
(Mm hm.. ) 
ALL SECH AS GOES TO THE� UH� GETTIN ' PART OF A PERSON 'S WEARIN ' CLOTHES • • •  

(Mm hm. ) 
• • •  AN '  UH� DOIN ' SOMETHIN ' WITH IT AN ' THEN GETTIN ' PART O '  HIS HAIR OR SOME

THIN ' . ALL THA ' STUFF. AN ' GO AN ' PUT IT IN THE RUNNIN ' WATAH RIVAH. AS LONG 
AS IT RUN IT� GET A TRACK AN ' PUT IT IN THE BOX AN ' SHUT IT UP AN ' THEN THROW 
IT IN THE RIVAH. 

(Mm hm.. ) 
RUNNIN ' AS LONG AS� HE CAN 'T BE STILL. 
(Mm hm.. ) 
LET 'S SAY YO ' GOT, QUIT YOUR WALKIN ' ALL THA ' KINDA STUFF. 
(Mm. )  
WELL IS� THEY, THEY BELIEVE IN THA ' KINDA STUFF. 
(Mm hm. ) 
See? 
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(Mm. ) 
BUT AIN 'T NO SUCH A THING AS THIS CAN HAPPEN. 
(Mm hm . ) 
An ' all sorts  of  things as tha ' . 

4561 

(How do they get started in believing this sort o f  thing? They learn this 
as children or what? ) 

Well , they learn this as  children . They heah things , oldah people way back.  
(Mm hm . ) 
THEY� UH� YO ' TAKE WAY BACK IN UH� OLDEN DAYS THEY BELIEVED IN "ROOTS. " THEY 

BELIEVED IN MOS ' ANY ONE O '  THE OL ' PEOPLES� THEY BELIEVED IN THE "ROOTS. " THEY 
BELIEVED IN FORTUNETELLAHS. 

(Mm hm . ) 
An ' uh , the ,  the , the gyp sies use to come aroun ' an ' in they little cart s ,  

stage coaches • • •  

(Uh huh . ) 
• • •  All through the country tellin ' fortunes . 
(Mm hm . ) 
An ' tellin ' , an ' then aftah they leave , befo ' they come ev ' rybody happy • • •  

(Mm hm. ) 
• • •  ' cause ah know no thin ' about yo ' an ' yo ' know nothin ' about me . But when 

they come an ' uh , tell mah fortune an ' they leave they got the , they 
goin ' on furthah to make some money . An ' then they go in ' on an ' ,  an ' then behin ' 
' em didn ' leave no peace . They lef ' destruct ion . Ev ' rybody mad wit one anothah , 
they f ight in ' . 

(Mm . ) 
' Cause o ' somethin ' the gyp sies to l '  ' em .  
(Uh huh . Something told them about their neighbor s . ) 
Yeah, about their neighbahs , yo ' see . 
(Mm hm .  Somebody has a spell on you . ) 
Yeah . Somebody got a spell on yo ' .  
(I ' m  no t go ing to give you their name but I ' m  go ing to describe the person . )  
Describe ' em . Well , say all such as tha ' . 
(Mm hm. ) 
When they leave , "Ah know who it was . "  An '  they learn tha ' s no t ,  tha ' s wha ' 

makin ' des truction , yo ' see? 
(I know . ) 
Tha ' s destruction . 
(Mm hm . ) 
Instead o ' peace they made destruction . 
(Mm hm . ) 
An '  they believed them .  Wel l ,  out o '  all the pas ' bygone yeahs . The little 

children they come up Alden? Laten? Georgia an ' Alabama , South Carolina . 
(Mm hm . ) 
Uh, South Carol ina wasn ' t so strong . Uh , it had , p eoples had a straight 

racket . "Where yo ' go in ' ? "  "To Beaufort , South Caro lina . "  
(Mm hm. ) 
"Oh,  yo ' better not go there . "  " Goin ' to Beaufort , South Carolina. " ----

"So-an ' - so , he went to Georgia las ' week" [ to see a hoodoo doctor ] . 
(Why is Beaufort so terrib le? ) 
Well , o '  the mountains , yo ' know, an ' yo ' can f in '  anythin ' yo ' want aroun ' 

them hills an ' mountains . [ She does not know Beaufort is near the seashore ! ] 
(Right . I see . ) 
Aroun ' there they don ' think like the peoples in Florida �-----------------
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An '  yo ' can f in '  anythin ' ,  but yo ' j is '  have to know it . 
( I  see . ) 
An '  so they , they go t so one if yo ' leave to go , yo ' couldn ' t go no-

where on a vacation. Yo ' was go in ' to Beaufort ,  South Carol ina . 
(Uh huh. ) 

OR YO ' WENT TO GEORGIA . BEAUFORT� SOUTH CAROLINA AN ' GEORGIA . SOUTH CARO-
LINA AN '  GEORGIA HAVE GOT THIS WORLD ON A BOIL. 

(Mm hm .  On the what ? )  
On a boil . 
(On a boil? ) 
On a boi l .  
(Uh huh . ) 
' Cause . 
(On a boil . ) 
ON A BOIL. 
(LIKE ON A STOVE? ) 
YES. 
(Water bo iling? Yes . )  
That ' s  right . 
( I  see . ) [That ON A BOIL fascinated me ! ]  
'CAUSE THE PEOPLES ARE FEARED 0 '  GEORGIA AN ' SOUTH CAROLINA . 
(Of all things . )  

IF ANYBODY COME RIGHT IN HERE NOW AN ' THEY� IN THIS TOWN NOW� AN ' THEY 'RESTED 
AN ' HAVIN ' A LITTLE TROUBLE WITH PO LEECE • "WHERE YO ' GOIN '� TO SOUTH 
CAROLINA . "  HE [ j ailer ] JIB ' HAVE TO THROW THE KEYS AWAY AN ' SET THE JAILHOUSE 
ON 'EM. • AN ' THEY BELIEVES IN THEM "ROOTS. " 

( I  know. ) 
They believes in the roo ts . 
(Mm hm. ) 
Wel l ,  "Where yo ' come? " "Ah come from Georgia . "  Well ,  the Georgia ' s  people 

connected with South Carolina tha ' s nex ' • • •  

(Next door . ) 
[Unable to understand tape . ] 

(Mm. ) 
AH KNOW� NOW MAH HUSBAN ' ONCE UPON A TIME WAS TEARIN ' UP A CAR RIGHT UP THERE 

AT MAH BROTHAHS. 
(He was doing what? )  
Tearin ' up a ,  a ,  ' reckin ' o l '  car . 
(Wrecking an o ld car . )  
An ' ol ' , ol ' Cadillac . 
(Uh huh . ) 
An ' ,  uh, he said , j is ' lately he said , yo ' know mah husban ' was a very pecul

iar person. He was very peculiar . He j is '  laughed , he said , "Uh, Brothah , "  an ' 
he say , "Yeah. "  Say ,  "Yo ' know, "  say , "a lie go furthah than the truth. " Said , 
"but the truth will stand . "  

(Mm hm. ) 
Said , " But a lie ' ll go furthah then the trut h . " An ' he said , "How come he 

said tha ' , Pete . " He said , " It j is ' will . "  Said , "Now, ah ' m  gonna show yo ' 
now. 11 Said , 1 1Ah ' m  gonna take some o '  thi s  glass here , come out the wind shield 
o '  car . 11 An ' said , "Ah ' m  gonna break it up . "  An ' said , "Ah ' m  gonna go aroun ' 
an' ah'm  gonna show yo ' how many people will give me $ 25 fo ' one o '  these l it tle 
pieces here . "  ' Cause yo ' know, uh , uh , it git sof ' , some kinda o '  p last ic 
anthetic . 
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(Yes . ) 
It ' ll get sof ' 
(Mm hm . ) 
He said , "Now ah ' m  gonna show yo ' . " He got him a gallon can full o '  tha '  

pure glass . 
(Mm hm . ) 
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An ' um ,  he said , "Wha ' is tha ' ? "  He  say , "Uh, this here , "  he  had a little 
p iece in his han ' an ' l ike that . At night when they do this glittahs yo ' know? 

(Oh, I didn ' t know that . )  
Yeah, out o '  these old Cadillacs .  Tha ' s wha ' he had ol ' Cad ' , Cadillac . An ' 

he tore it up . 
( I  see . ) 
An '  uh, he said , uh, "Yeah, " he said , " this her e ,  this here stuff is money . "  

Said , "Wha ' this p iece come o f f  of , "  say , " it cos ' ovah $ 3000 . "  
(Mm hm. ) 
Wel l ,  he wasn ' lyin ' about tha ' . 
(No . )  
' Cause the Cadillac • • •  

(That ' s  right . )  
See what I mean the Cadillac did cos ' ovah $ 3000 . 
(That ' s  right . )  
He said , "Yeah , but this , say , "Well how much will tha '  been?"  He 

said , "Well , this wha ' your money [ unclear ] 
"Ah need to put tha ' in mah pocket fo ' a hand . "  Said , "Yeah , anytime yo ' own one 
o '  these , "  say, "yo ' rich or eithah yo ' get rich . " 

(Mm hm . ) 
Say ,  "The p iece wha ' this come off  anytime yo ' own one o f  them , yo ' rich or 

you ' re smart rich . " 
(Mm hm . ) 
He got mo ' n  [more than] $ 2 5 . 
(Mm hm. ) 
Mo ' n  $ 35 [ this is  not an error ] .  The biggah the p iece is the mo ' yo ' pay .  
(Uh,  what was it , what was it , how was i t  put up ? I mean • • •  ) 
Nothin ' that ' s  -------
(Just , j ust  a p iece , j ust hand the piece to them and say car • • •  wrap it up 

and carry it  or something? )  
That ' s  all .  
(Just wrap it up and carry it . )  
Aftah he let ' em see t hen there ' s  no thin ' but ,  nothin ' but pure glass out o '  

this windshiel ' o '  a Cadillac . 
(Mm hm . ) 
An '  so ah think he had close aroun ' $2000 or mo ' .  
(Of all things . )  
Out of tha ' little gallon can o '  [ glass ] ,  uh • • •  

(I  see . O f  all • • •  ) 
An ' ah said , ah said , "Now, do yo ' know wha ' yo ' are do in ' ? "  He said , "Ah 

j is '  had to prove to the world , see? " "An ' ah got all those people ' s  names . "  
(Mm hm . ) 
Say ,  "Ah j is ' wanted to prove it was a fac ' , how did a person would go fo ' 

a lie . "  
(Mm hm .  Not for the truth but always for a lie . )  
Fo ' a l ie . 
(Mm hm . ) 
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He said , "Now, they won' t believe now. " Af tah they he had all the 
name . He kept all - took their name . 

{Mm hm. ) 
Wanted to s tay in touch with him . They come back, some o f  ' em gambler s ,  an ' 

some o '  ' em was a checkah playahs an ' some o '  ' em • • •  "Man ah caught the horses 
off them. An ' ah caught tha ' numbah . Tha ' numbah , ah played , ah j is ' put mah 
han ' in , put mah han' on tha ' little jomo. " 

{Jomo . )  
Little j omo . 
(Oh. ) 
Tha ' s wha ' they gonna say about tha ' numbah comin ' ' roun ' l ike that . 
(Mm hm . ) 
"Tha ' , tha ' horse come r ight on in . "  He say , " Sure ' nuff . "  He said , "Now yo ' 

g ive me $ 25 . "  He kep ' , he said , "Now , uh fac ' s  is knowin ' . Is the great est 
thin ' . Understandin ' an ' knowin ' is the greates ' thin ' in the world . "  

(Mm hm. ) 
Now, he took tha ' gallon can of  glass an ' made ovah $200 0 .  
(Of all things . Mm hm. You used the word j omo . Did they use the word j omo 

when you were young? Jomo? ) 
Yeah , yeah tha ' s  wha ' they used . 
(NOW IS JOMO THE SAME THING, PRACTICALLY THE SAME THING, AS WHAT THEY CALL A 

"HAND" A JOMO?) 
YES, YES. 
(Mm hm. ) 
Tha ' s the same thin ' . 
(Jomo . And somet imes they call it a toby , some places . And some places they 

call it a shield, to protect you . ) 
Yes . 
{And all that sort of  thing . )  
A shiel ' is to protec ' you .  
(A shield i s  to protect  you . DID YOU EVER HEAR OF THE WORD "MIT-MAN? "  "MIT-

MAN? CALL A PERSON A "MIT-MAN? ") 
Yes ah have . 
(What does a mit-man mean? ) 
Well to mah es timat ion an ' wha ' ah know about s eein ' a mit-man • • •  

(Mm hm . ) 
• • •  tha ' s ,  uh, would be a person tha ' uh,  do ' s  anythin ' an ' ev ' rythin ' . 
(Mm hm . )  
He ' ll witchcraf ' yo ' . 
(Mm hm. ) 
He ' ll witchcraf ' ,  yo ' come to him fo ' him to wit chcraf ' me • • • 

(Mm hm. ) 
• • •  he ' ll witchcraf ' me fo ' yo ' . 
(Mm hm. ) 
He ' ll git a coupla hunderd dollahs outa yo ' .  
(Mm hm . ) 
An ' then he ' ll turn right aroun ' then an ' want , uh , uh , tell me he could heal 

me fo ' anothah couple hunderd dollahs . 
(I see . He ' s  a double-cro sser? ) 
Yeah he ' s  • • •  tha ' s  a mit-man. 
(Uh huh.  I see . That ' s  a mit-man. ) 
Tha ' s right . 
(Well , the reason I • • •  ) 
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H e ,  he , he admit anythin ' tha ' comes to him .  
(Mm hm. ) 
He hurt peoples , killin ' peoples , an ' evahthin ' s , see? 
(Mm hm . ) 
It don ' t make no d if f ' runt . 
(Mm hm. ) 
He ' ll put it on yo ' an ' then take it off yo ' .  
(Mm hm. ) 
But it ' s  always ,  always with the same thin ' . 
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(DID YOU EVER HEAR OF PEOPLE UH� OF COURSE THEY 'RE NOT CONCERNED PROBABLY 
WITH GOD� BUT THEY HAVE A SPECIAL SPIRIT THEY USE IN THEIR WORK?) 

Yes . 
(Not God but uh, some , they have a ,  a spirit that , uh only they • • •  ) 
They deal with the devil . 
(Well , only they know this particular sp irit . )  
Yes .  
( They work the sp irit . )  
Yes ,  uh, you s tate these when the sp irits they have . Once upon a t ime ah 

know this lady she had , uh , some kind o ' a sp irit , but what it was nobody could 
see it but her . 

(Mm hm . ) 
An, uh, this was in Quincy . 
(Mm bm .  Quincy , Flor ida . )  
Quincy , Florida . 
(Mm hm. ) 
Now, uh, spirit she had it was of  a sp irit that , uh, yo ' d idn ' have to , she 

didn ' have to s ee yo ' . 
(Mm bm. ) 
When . yo '  walked up on her porch she use to say , she back in there , she call 

yo ' by your natural name an ' the do ' closed ther e ,  she don ' even see yo ' . 
(Mm hm. ) 
She say ,  "Come in . Ah ' ll be r ight out , Mis s so- an ' - so . " 
(Mm hm. ) 
An ' she come r ight out . 
(Mm hm. ) 
An ' she would look at yo ' • • •  

(Mm hm. ) 
• • •  an' when she look at yo ' she ' d  turn off an ' she ' d  go back an ' yo ' couldn ' 

be lookin ' at her but yo ' hear somethin ' like ol ' rackety sewin ' machine . 
(Oh . ) 
Wha ' it wa s ah nevah been able to  see , able to see what it was , but ah have 

went all ovah the house .  
(Mm hm . ) 
An ' ah ain ' t see nothin ' . Like no kinda machine or .nothin ' .  So she was 

of • • •  could the sp irit tha ' she used . Then no one could see tha ' spirit 
but her . 

(Did she have a name for this sp irit?  A name? ) 
Yo ' nevah would hear her say . She wouldn ' even say nothin ' to yo ' .  
(Oh. ) 
But j is '  invite yo ' in • • •  

(Mm hm. ) 
• • •  an ' look at yo ' .  
(Mm hm. ) 
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An ' then she ' d  go back to tha ' room an ' she would come back.  
(Mm hm. ) 
An ' then yoo could hear the sp irit . There ' s  somethin ' wrong . I t ' s  a whole 

lo t o '  racket . 
(Mm hm. ) 
Jus ' like somethin ' in a can rattlin ' . 
(Mm. ) 
But she will t ell yo ' this [much] , send yo ' to a drug sto ' . She ' d  wr ite on 

a l it tle piece of papah . An ' send yo ' to the drug sto ' an ' tell yo ' wha ' to get . 
( I  see. ) 
An ' t el l  yo ' how to use it . 
(Mm hm .  Did she tell you what was ,  did she tell you what was wrong with you 

or anything of that sor t ?  Or • • •  ) 
No , no . 
( She j ust got , wrote off the prescrip tion and you took it to the drug store . )  
Yeah. I t  was only a p iece of  brown papah . She had wrote it on brown papah 

an ' have yo ' go to the drug store . 
( UH HUH. NOW DID SHE CHARGE FOR THAT? OR DID SHE TAKE AN OFFERING OR WHAT?) 
NO� THIS PECULIAR SPIRIT SHE HAD� SHE DIDN ' TAKE NO MONEY. 
(Mm. )  
BUT YO ' COULD PUT THIS MONEY DOWN. 
(PUT IT DOWN?) 
AT YOUR HOUSE. 
(AT YOUR HOUSE� WYEN YOU GOT HOME?) 
YEAH� YO ' DIDN ' GIVE HER NO MONEY THERE. SHE DIDN ' ACCEPT NO MONEY. YO ' 

PUT THA ' MONEY DOWN AT YOUR HOUSE. SHE 'D TELL YO ' SEE? AN ' THE OFFERIN ' YO ' 
GOT HOME� SAY LAY IT ON THE STOVE� OR LAY IT ON THE� SAY YO ' GOT A LITTLE MANTEL� 
LITTLE SHELF WHA ' YO ' KEEP THE ON. 

(YES. ) 
AN ' THE SILL� SAY LAY IT ON THE� UP OVAH YOUR FRONT DO ' .  JIB ' LET IT LAY 

THERE. SAY AH GET IT. 
(Mm hm. AND SHE GOT IT?) 
She lef ' . Now tha ' s  the sp ir it , tha ' s the ,  the spirit tha ' , uh , ah don ' know 

why an ' how. 
[Most of  these stories about doctors refusing fees , unless left at a certain 

place in your home are legends . Formerly a wellknown doctor with conf ederates 
in a few cit ies could exercise this rite often enough to keep his legend alive . 
There are a number of excellent stories about this fee-taking hocus-pocus in 
HOODOO ,  but I am unable to lo cate them at the moment . ]  

( I  see . ) 
But it will leave there . An ' if yo ' put it up there an ' go back an ' get it . 

Ah seen tha ' . 
(Mm hm . ) 
Jis ' l ike you ' re suppose to put somethin ' up ovah tha ' do fo ' ' uh .  
( Mm  hm. ) 
An ' ah say , "Oh,  well . "  Ah ' 11 go back an ' look the nex ' day an ' ah say , "Oh 

well ,  ah might as well  take this down . "  _____ .._[U;;;.;n;;;.;c;;;.;l;;;.;ea=r;..;.'-"]'-----
-=--

-----· 
An '  ah don ' put no mo ' up there . Yo ' will lo se your pocketbook ,  yo ' will lo se 
yore money . [ This loss of money if you fail to put the money in the proper 
place , I do not remember in the other stories . ] 

(Mm hm. ) 
Yo ' will lo se more than wha ' yo ' donated . Now tha ' wasn ' a thin ' but the 

powab o ' the Lord , or some thin ' like tha ' • Wha '  , wha ' , wha ' , wha ' happened ? 
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An ' ah have to sit down [Unclear . ]  
(Mm hm. ) 
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An '  a h  a sked her , a h  said ,  "One day yo ' are t o  leave . The God gonna call yo ' 
home . "  Ah said , uh , "Tha ' secret spirit , tha ' sp irit • • •  " 

(Mm hm. ) 
• • •  tha ' , uh , yo ' have , tha ' can ' t be transferred? She said , " It  canno t b e  

trans ferred f rom me . "  
(Mm hm. ) 
Said , "Can ' t be transferred. " 
(Mm. )  
Say , 1 1Ah could learn yo ' anythin ' • • •  " 
(Mm hm. ) 

" • • •  but tha ' , ah can ' t  learn yo ' tha 1 • " 
(Did she , uh , she could see this sp irit? Did she ever try to describe the 

sp irit to you or what she could see? ) 
Well . • •  
(What it looked like or  • • •  ) 
• • •  she descr ibed • • • 
(Did it speak to her?)  
It speaks to her . An ' she described it to me . But still she couldn ' , um ,  

she couldn ' tell how could a h  d o  it . Get in contact with tha ' power . 
( I  know. I know . )  
' Cause she don ' t  know how she , she don ' t know • • •  

( I t  j us t  comes to her . )  
• • •  it j is '  comes to ' er .  
( I  see . )  
So  on up in the years af tahwards , somethin ' happen to me an ' , uh , it comes 

to me then , when it comes to me ah go try it . 
(Mm hm. )  
An ' it ' s all right . So then ah said tha ' s how tha ' spirit come . 
(Mm hm. ) 
Tha ' has to  be . 
(Mm hm . )  
[Herman Henry in his interview, p . 4522 , l ine 10 , when speaking o f  Mrs .  Davis , 

says about her : Ah bet she don ' Zive with anyone . We will now hear why Mr s .  
Davis prefers t o  live alone . ] 

' Cause when the spirit works into a person tha ' uh , God don ' let tha ' spirit 
into anybody [ else ] at the same time . 

(Yeah , uh huh . ) 
AN '  IT AIN 'T EV 'RYBODY THA ' WANTS THA ' SPIRIT. 
(Mm hm. ) 
' CAUSE YO ' DON ', UH, WHEN IN THESE SPECIFIC[ ? ]  SCIENTIFIC O '  THE SPIRIT CfMES 

OVAH TO YO ' LIKE THA ' ,  ALL OF YORE MORALE FROM THIS WORLD IS GONE. 
(Mm hm. ) 
IT 'S, YO ' BE 'S IN ANOTHAH WORLD. 
(Mm hm. ) 

AH DO. 
(Mm hm. Mm hm. ) 

AH BE 'S IN ANOTHAH WORLD AN ',  UH, THA 'S  THE REASON AH ALWAYS LIKE TO NOS ' LY 
BE BY MAHSELF. 

(Mm hm. ) 
OR IF AH NEVAH KNOW WHEN THEY 'RE [ the spirit ] COMIN ' .  
(I SEE. ) 
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N THEY COME AH BE BY MAHSELF [when I am alone ] AH CAN TAKE ADVANTAGE 
CAN EXAMINE THROUGH IT. 

) 
? AH CAN PLACE IT DOWN FO ' NOT FO 'GETTIN ' THE THIN 'S. 
) 
AH 'M WITH SOMEBODY WHEN IT COME� THE CHANGES� THEY SEE THE CHANGES 
� BUT AH CAN 'T TELL THEM WHA ' BECAUSE AH BE� AH 'D BE GETTIN ' SOME-

see . ) 
N '  BE COMIN ' TO ME. 
) 
CAN 'T TELL THEM. 
) 
CAN 'T TELL THEM BECAUSE AH� AH HAVE TO GET IT MAHSELF. SO IT 'S NOT 
ME A PERSON WOULD LEAVE THEY THINKIN ' THA ' YO ' ARE BEIN ' WITCHCRAF ' 
n '  or othah. IT 'S NOT WITCHCRAF ' .  Witchcraf ' is nothin ' but Satan 
o '  the Lord will  out-rule Satan ev ' ry t ime .  
ses normal consciousness , goes into a t rance , etc . ] 
ge the subj ect . ] 

When you were , when you were , uh , when you were growing up did you 
talk about - they use to say that witches rode you at night? ) 

id they call them . Hags or something of  that • • •  ? )  
hag , the ol ' witch . 

what did they do , what did they - did they do anything bes ide riding? 
itches do evil work and ride you ,  or  did some o f  them j ust ride you 

do anything? )  
t on yo ' an ' ride yo ' .  J i s '  get on yo ' an ' j is '  cut your breath off  • 

. ) 
, now that is , that is somethin ' [ that reminds me of  something ] . Mah 
ayed on the north side , there was an ' o l '  lady . He went to sleep an ' , 
is woman come an ' was comin ' down , was f lyin ' down on him to choke 
id he didn '  see nothin ' . He hit at it with his p illah an ' missed it . 
he d idn' see nothin ' An ' said he j is '  feel her comin ' down 
e ,  like a o l '  hawk or somethin ' . An ' say he hauled o f f  an ' hit ' er 
is t an ' knocked ' er neck one- s ided . [The word north is a dangerous 

she leave out something . See later. ] 
. ) 

said she got gone . Now this is brothah ;,._ ___ _ Now he -----
come home tha ' day - it rained . 

) 
he was tellin '  his wife tha ' . He said , thi s ,  ah can ' t t hink o '  this 
e ,  "O l '  lady , "  he said , "but she r idin '  me . "  He said , "Yo ' go down 
ee if she got an ol ' p ink- lookin ' dress . An ' , uh , uh • • •  " 
ind o f  looking • • • ? )  
nk-lookin ' dress .  Tha ' was ' er . "  Said , " She was comin ' out on me 
e tha ' . "  An ' said , " She cho kin ' me , "  said , "An ' ah throwed the pil

" Said , "Tha '  wha ' tha ' p illow do in '  way out there on the f loor . "  
) 
An ' ah couldn ' hit her with the p illah , "  said , "an '  ah hit her with . . . ' 



- Hoodoo - Conjuration - Witchcraft - Rootwork - 4569 

Yes. 
(Mm hm.) 
An' tha' looked jis' like 'er. An' so mah sister-in-law she gets out then 

an' goes down there an' to the lady's house an' tell me, she says ----------
said, "Jis' started out roun' 'bout 3:00 o'clock." 

(Mm hm.) 
Well, uh, she, tha' was a spirit, tha' was Satan's or somethin'. 
(Yeah.) 
The spirit. 
(Uh huh.) 
'Cause he tol' mah sistah jis' wha' he, she had on an' ev'rythin'. Went down 

there an' she had on the same clothes tha' was in his dream [notice word dream]. 
(She actually recognized you when she, she - she actually recognized her. 

Well, now did you think she actually , did she, what, she wasn't in her own body 
was she? Or was that the spirit or what?) 

Tha' the spirit tha' some kinda o', some kinda hypnotism. 
(Uh huh.) 
An' yo' can hypnotize a person. 
(Mm hm.) 
An '  then, yo' can get him to, to turn like tha' [into a sort of spirit]. 
(Mm hm.) 
But she coulda hypnotize him an' sho' nuff she intend to choke him. 
(Uh huh.) 
An' he hit her. 
(Mm hm.) 
But they coulda been her real [I mean] they have to been her real. 
(Mm hm.) 
Fo' ' er to get that lick, yo' see? 
(That's right.) 
It have to be her real. 
(I see. Someone was telling me, uh, a woman was telling me that, that she 

went to see a, uh, a boy wanted to marry her and she didn't want to marry him. 
And he went to a root doctor and this root, this root doctor put a spell on her 
and made her marry this boy.) 

Mm hm. 
(Did you ever hear of anything like that?) 

Yes. Ah hear tell of tha'. 'Cause see, wha' happened , she put this spell on 
her, gonna make her marry this boy, but she can't make her marry but she can make 
'em stay togethah. [That is a f ine distinction from an expert.] 

(That's right. That's right. I understand now, yes.) 
See? 
(In other words you think she's probably temporarily hypnotized? Something 

of that sort.) 
Yes, hypnotized. It's all jis' hypnotized. 
(Yeah.) 
Tha's like the lady of mah uncle. Ah was about 2 years old. 
(Mm hm.) 
An', um, they always talked, layin' aroun' with mah Momma laughin ' , sit 

aroun'. So when ah became about 7 years old an' mah uncle he was courtin' the 
lady across the creek an' she like the gingahbread. 

(Mm hm.) 
So this woman liked anothah man an' ol' Uncle he :_... _______ . 
(Is that old Benny?) 
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Albany . 
(Albany , oh , oh , Albany , Georgia. Mm hm.) 
Yes . An '  this man from Albany , Georgia would come ovah ev ' ry 2 weeks . 
(Mm hm.) 
Well tha ' made mah uncle kinda stay ashy yo ' know? Stay put . 
(Mm hm. )  
So she gonna cook him a gingahbread . 
(Mm h • ) 
An ' so said ,  "Now yo ' can' t ," say , "yo ' eat it now . " 
(Mm hm. ) 
She wanted him to eat it at her house . At the time she cooked . 
(Mm hm . )  
He said , "No , " said , "ah ' m  gonna carry it home so ah can g ive this , give mah 

gran'children some . Such big pieces , big o l '  cake, we ' ll eat it tonight . "  
(Mm.) 

She said , "No, yo ' eat it now . " 
[Mm hm. ) 
An' he said , "No, ah ' m  gonna carry it  home , "  Carry it home so ' s  he could 

eat • • •  
(Mm hm.) 
• • •  an ' enj oy it with me . 
(Mm hm.) 
He come home with the gingahbread cake , gingah cake an ' got in the woods , he 

said somethin ' hit him jis' like a lick , [ it ]  say , "Don ' t  yo ' eat that bread , 
give it to the hogs . "  

Laughs [this is informant ] . 
(Oh , boy . They were doctored up for him? ) 
Yeah. He say somethin ' tal ' him j is '  l ike 

through the woods home , somethin ' said it was 
(Mm hm. ) 

[ It was . ]  
tha ' . H e  said he was comin ' 
doctahed up , give it to the hogs. 

So  she was lookin ' every minute , ah mean, whoevah eat that bread die. Tha ' s  
wha ' she was lookin' to . But he g ive i t  t o  the hogs an ' the hogs went j is '  
s traight back to tha' woman '  shouse, go t up under the woman ' s  house an ' say , __ _ 

Done so bad tha '  
(Oh.) 

[She makes mumbling sound l ike hogs.] 
people had to kill the hogs. 

She asked him, say , "Did you give tha ' bread to the hogs?" He say, "Why , 
no . "  ''Yes , yo ' did , yo ' give tha' bread to  the hogs . Them hogs about to tear 
mah house down . "  See she tol ' on her ownself . 

(Now was that supposed , that , uh , that was supposed to make that man come to 
her house? ) 

Yeah . 
(Instead o f  that the hog s  ate it and the hogs came to her house . )  
Tha ' s  it. Tha ' s  it . 
(Well of  all thing s .  [Laughs ] )  [ This is surely a folktale . ]  
The hogs came to the house an ' go t undah the house so bad ev'ry night, in 

the day t ime. They had to kill the hogs, [unclear] 
They put ' em in all kinds o '  pens , they ' d  break out o '  those pens an' come ha.e 

[As I have explained often, these houses in the lowlands are built off the 
ground; hogs , chickens , dogs , anything can crawl under them . ]  

(Come t o  her .) 
Come to her house an ' get up undah [makes sound l ike hogs again]. An' they 

bad to kill 'em. 
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(Mm hm. WELL THAT 'S, THAT 'S CERTAINLY, IS USING POWER ISN 'T IT?) 
WELL NOW THAT WAS POWAH. 
(It certainly was.) 

------- 6 unimportant lines delet ed-------
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An ' uh , the hogs come right back. To show you that was the power of Satan ,  
how did the hogs know where tha' bread come from? How did the hog s  know who 
cooked tha ' bread? 

-------13 repetit ious line s deleted-------
But it' s all - when yo '  do like tha ' yo' done sol ' out your r ights to the 

devil . 
(Rights to the devil . )  
Tha ' s right . 
(You ever hear of people selling themself, how they use to sell themself to 

the , sell them, sell themselves to the devil?) 
Yeah. [unclear] why sure . 

Once belong to the church , once went fo ' the God an' then turn right aroun' an' 
waitin' fo ' the devil so they done sol ' out to the devil . 

(Did people ever use to speak about goofer dust? Now that ' s something new, 
goofer dust?) 

WELL, GOOFAH DUST CAN BE MADE OUTA ANYTHIN '. [ The preceding remark is true 
H.M.H.] WHAT KINDA "GOOFAH DUST?" IT 'S ALL IN THE BELIEF. 

------- 18 lines omitted-------
[CASSETTE ENDS - s tart s again midway side 2 of Cassette (Bl) 7/10/70.] 
• • • • •  tha1 they are witchcraf ' . 
(Uh huh.) 
But they are not witchcraf' all the time . 
(Mm hm..) 
IF A PERSON DON ' GET SOMETHIN ' IN YO ' IT'S NOT WITCHCRAF ' . 
(Mm hm. ) 
Of course they can burn yo ' with somethin' like hot watah or somethin'. 
(Mm hm..) 
BUT AS FOR STEPP IN' OVAH "ROOTS" THERE 'S NOTHIN' THEY CAN DO. 
(Have you ever heard of any special tricks that persons do? Uh, certain 

type s of root doctors do? Uh, to impress people?) 
Well, ah ' ll tel l  yo' • • •  
(Le t me g ive you an illustration. In L it t le Rock, Arkansas years ago , thi s  

doctor invited u s  around to his place . Ordinarily I never went around because 
I d idn ' t have the t ime. I wanted to meet  a lot of people in gene ral , some gen
eral folklore, general beliefs , o ld fashioned beliefs.) 

[This latter statement is confusing as it stands. I was seeking general 
folklore only when it was associated with hoodoo: cures , spirit lore , hag , e tc . , 
this interview of Mrs. Johnson being a good sample of  what I included outside 
hoodoo, yet a part of the attending atmo sphere. ] 

Yes, ye s .  [Get  along with the story!) 
(And I went and I waited until his pat ient was out . The patient , I saw him 

go out. And then he took a pie ce of paper and he put it in the Bible . He showe d  
me the paper, but you know i t  was a clean p iece of  paper . He put it in the 
Bible and then in about a minute he said some things over the Bible. In about 
a minute he opened up the Bible and took out the piece of paper and on it it 
says, "You are crossed." The words are written , "You are crossed." Did you 
ever hear of a trick like that? ) 

No! no! no! That was already on there mayb e ,  when he put it in there . 
['She misses the fact that I had already called i t  a trick.] 



4572 - Memoirs of Alma Egan Hyatt  Foundat ion -

(Yes . ) 
But to make yo ' believe tha ' it was , he put tha '  in the Bible so tha ' 

the papah was c lean, but it wasn ' c lean when he put it in . 
-----

( [ Comment unclear . ] )  
[Opening statement unclear . ]  

an ' write on somethin ' an ' yo ' can do i t  l ike tha ' gone . 
But the minut e  yo ' lay it  down put somethin ' ovah the top o f  it an '  open up thea 

[Unclear . ]  
( [ Comment unclear . ] ) 

----�----���
--� encil , yo ' know? Everybody has them. Mo s ' ly we f in '  �o 

carry them would be, uh, a detective . 
( Oh . ) 
Uh, uh , erson . 
( I  see. I see . In o ther words i s  it a pencil? ) 
It ' s  jis ' like a pencil . 
(I see .  And uh, how do you spel l that name? Do you know? 
Well , ah spell it in my way B • • •  A • • •  o . . .  c . . . H • • •  u . . •  L • • •  I • • • G • • •  H .  
(Oh ,  that ' s  the trade name o f  it ? ) 
Yes , that ' s  r ight . Tha ' s the way ah spell it . 
( In o ther words it ' s  invis ible ink? ) 

Yes , it ' s  invisible ink . Yo ' write it , what yo ' want to writ e , an ' yo ' see 
the re's nothin ' on the paper .  

(Uh huh. ) 
But yo ' can lay it down an ' put somethin ' ovah the top of it  as if uh , yo ' lay 

it up on the table cloth or lay it up on the cup or somethin ' an ' when yo ' take 
it o f f  there , it ' s  on there . 

(Yes , uh huh . ) 
Tha ' s how, uh , lots of root dbatahs does , writes a person name . They would 

have a boostah. 
(A what ? )  
A boostah. Said , "Uh, to come down , "  said to down . An ' f in ' , uh, 

dif ' runt people ' s  witchcraf' an ' then [unclear ]  your 
name .  

(Oh ,  I see . ) 
" So-an ' -so an ' so-an ' -so come in." Well, yo ' know when they, yo ' know when 

they
�

----�
----

�
------

( I s ee .  You cal l ,  you cal l ,  you mean these circulars ?  These adver tisement s? 
He throws them around the house? ) [Booster as we soon see can also be a person 
who pZants obj ects . ]  

· 

Uh huh.  
(Or send them to , they pass them around to houses? ) 
Yes . 
(What do they call them a booster?) 
Yes . 
(B • • • 0 • • .  0 • . •  s . . .  T ,  a boost? ) 
Tha ' s r ight . 
(L ike you g ive a fellow a boost? ) 

An ' , um , ah know once there was a rootman r ight • A rootman could 
cure anything r ight there in Tamp a .  An ' he tell ev ' rybody he go to a lady or 
even a man tha ' they got needles undah they do ' steps an ' all dif ' runt places 
he could cure . He had his boo stuhs made out , mail out an ' send ' em out to 
peoples . He had a woman goin ' aroun ' with needles an ' an ' a book an ' a 
pencil . She went all down Miami , all ovah , ev ' rywhere . All ovah. An ' put 
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these , hid these on people ' s  steps an ' undah the do ' s tep an ' undah the porches , 
an ' aroun ' in the yard , undah the hedges an ' all tha ' . An ' then she comes back, 
gives him this here map , this book. 

(Oh.) 
He know j is '  wha ' side , the eas t  side or the wes '  side . How many flowahs, 

tal l  bushes , yo ' had in the yard . He goes down there an ' trailin ' the [boosteP 
a person] . "Yo ' got needles. Uh , they got themself a plant . Go t your p lant . 
They iron needles an ' ah can get ' em for such an ' such a money . "  Well , who 
wouldn't? "Yeah , well get ' em ,  ah ' ll give yo ' this . "  Then , "Well , it ' ll take 
a little time." An ' he get out there an ' gets to scratchin ' .  "Yo ' got a head
ache , tha ' s wha ' make yo ' have the headache . "  An' he go an ' get these needles. 
How come he can go an ' get ' em? Because he knowed they was there . How ' d he 
knowed they was there? 'Cause the woman went an ' hid ' em .  Well , yo '  see all 
o '  tha ' is wha ' yo '  call , not helpin ' a person . 

-------16 repetitive lines deleted-------
Tha ' wouldn ' 
(I see . ) 

happen to nobody . [These things do not happen to  people . ] 

An' as far as his knowin ' ,  he couldn' , he didn' know anythin ' .  
(Mm hm. ) 
But they 
(I see . 

Well, he 
(I see . ) 

was jis' goin ' fo ' the money . Tha ' s wha ' he was doin ' . 
Then after he f inds this needle , what doe s  he do then? ) 
takes it an ' throw it in the fire an ' burn it up . 

An' then tell them their trouble is ovah . 
(What about these doctoPs that , uh , that you go , you write to them and they 

say , "Well, ah ' ll take care of it? "  You don ' t know what he does  or anything 
about i t ? )  

Well , tha ' is if yo' have faith in him ,  yo ' was already well befo ' h e  answahed 
the lettah. 

(Laughs . )  
Tha's the way ah fell about it . 
(I see . And so sometimes you ever go 

come in and he ' ll say , "I'll know what ' s  
got here j us t  at the right time. You're 

Yes , ah ' ve hear tell o '  tha ' too . 
(That seems to be • • •  ) 
Ah ' ve heard tell o '  tha ' too. 
("You're j ust hoodooed to death? ") 
Uh , yeah. 

to his house and he says , he ' ll ,  you ' ll 
wrong , I know , come in . I ,  you, you 
jus.t about dead ," you know. ) 

(I knew one chap. I think I probably told you about it . That he met the fel
low on the outs ide of the gate . "Don't you bring that mess  in here . " And he had 
a wisk broom and he brushed him o f f  before he let him into the place . )  

Yes . Now wha ' was tha ' ? That ' ,  tha ' was all night ·-------
[ This sort of thing , she says , is all darkness . ]  
(Did you ever hear that some of  these fellows dress o r  act queerly? In order 

to impres s people that they are something special, you know in the healing line?) 
Well ,  ah' ve heard tell of certain thin ' s as that . Special in the healin' 

line. But all ah evah seen of thi s  special, yo ' can give a person a medicine 
regardless o '  the circumstance , wha's wrong with him .  Yo ' got to fin' out f irs ' 
vha ' s wrong with htm afore yo ' know wha ' to make , the kinda medicine. 

{!know, I know.) 
An' then yo ' firs ' got to know how to f in '  out wha ' s wrong with him. 
(Yes.) 
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An '  uh , all ah evah seen them do , said they guarantee tha ' it will 
cure thin' . If yo ' cure some thin ' tha' j us '  like a hole in your clothes , in 
your coat there. If yo ' sew up tha ' hole tha ' s no mo ' hole . 

( I  see. ) 
May come one some p lace else • • •  

(Uh huh . ) 
• • •  but not tha' one . Tha' one is cured . 
(Yes . )  
Well , tha' s  the way ah am • • •  
(Uh huh. )  
• • •  about witchcraf ' . 
(Mm hm.) 
I f  yo ' cure a person , yo ' cured him .  
(Mm hm.) 
An' he will nevah be l ike tha ' no mo ' .  
(Mm hm.) 
BUT WHEN YO' SAY YO ' CURE A PERSON AN' MAYBE 10 OR 15 DAYS OR MAYBE 3 OR 4 

MONTHS THA ' SAME THIN 1 COME AGAIN� HE NEVAH BEEN CURED TO START. 

(He never been cured from the beginning?) 
Tha 's right . 

(I see . )  
The beginnin ' h e  wasn ' cured i n  the b eg innin ' ,  but they , they believed in 

tha' j us '  ' cause it  didn ' bothah ' em.  
(I see . ) 
BUT THIS THERE SPECIAL IN FIEL' 01 WITCHCRAFT. EV'RYBODY THEY CAN'T CURE 

YO' . [No one in the witchcraf t  f ield can cure you ! ] 
(Yeah . ) 
'Cause , uh, sometime yo' can' t wait too late , yeah? If yo' eat somethin' aa• 

it ' s  workin' on yo ' an', an' intes tines inside an ' , uh, maybe yo ' ll take a lit
tle home remedy such a s  baking soda. Or a lit tle milk o '  magnesia or black draa 
[black draf t ]  or somethin' like tha'. 

(Mm hm.) 
Quite naturally all tha ' yo' took yo ' do feel bet tah . 
(Yes . ) 
Quite l ikely tha' do make yo' f eel bettah .  
(I see.) 
But s t ill yo ' not cure . 
(Yeah. )  
Well , yo ' got the wrong thin ' in tha'. Yo' got some poison yo ' eat in there. 

Well , now fo ' the las', las', fo ' a week or two yo' gonna have tha ' do se o '  
medicine yo ' took. Well , it'll flare up again. Well ,  t ha '  same stuff is 
s till in yo ' • 

(Mm hm.) 
Tha ' got to get out yo ' . 
(Mm hm. ) 
An' when tha ' git out yo ' ,  then your system get back nice an ' normal an' 

strong . 
(Mm hm.) 
Well, yo ' cured o' tha ' .  
(I see. ) 
But, AH NEVAH SEE 'D NOBODY YET TO CURE A PERSON RIGHT OFF THE BAT. 
(Mm hm.) 
Uh, eat poison, have poison into them to cure ' em right off the bat an' say 
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don't come back. THERE'S ALWAYS A COME BACK DEAL. 
(Mm hm. They want you back another time?) 
Yeah they want yo' back anothah time. MAYBE THEY TELL YO' say , "Well, it 

take," said, "well yo' got, GOT TO MAKE FOUR TRIPS OR SOMETHIN' LIKE THA ' .  " 
(I see.) 
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Well ah feel like uh, if ah knowed ah can cure yo ' ,  ah don' t  feel like tha', 
yo' got to IF AH KNOW AH CAN CURE YO' AN' AH KNOW WHA 'S AILIN' YO'� AH 
CAN CURE YO 1 IN ONE TRIP JUS 1 AS GOOD AS AH COULD IN FOUR OR FIVE. 

(I see.) 
Maybe yo'll have to take, uh, medicine so many days, or yo' will have to do 

somethin' so many days . 
(I see.) 
But yo ' can stay home an' do tha'. If yo' j is ' do tha'. 
(I see.) 
ONLIEST TIME THA' AH REQUIRE A PERSON TO COME TO RIGHT OFF an' on , IS WHEN 

ah don ' t have, ah know they ability, THEY WON'T DO LIKE AH ASK THEM TO DO. SO 
AH MAKE THEM COME TO ME. 

(I see.) 
So they can do, uh , wha' they suppose to do. 
(ARE SOME PEOPLE MORE APT TO BE WITCHCRAFT THAN OTHERS?) 
YES� YES. 
(Now, why is that would you think?)  
WELL� WHY IS THAT? 'CAUSE SOME PEOPLES ARE MO 1 WITCHCRAF' IN MIN'� Y O  1 KNOW. 
(Mm hm. ) 
SOME PEOPLES ONLY THINK THEY THINK O' EVIL SPIRIT. THA 'S WHEN THE LEAST 

LITTLE SOMETHIN' GO WRONG THEY SAY THEY'RE WITCHCRAF '. 
(I see.) 
WHY? 'CAUSE THEY GOT THA' EVIL SPIRIT, THEY DON'T HAVE THA' GOOD SPIRIT. 

THEY DON'T NEVAH THINK O' ANYTHIN' GOOD TOWARDS THEIR SOUL. 
(Uh huh.) 
THEY ONLY THINK IT'S WITCHCRAF' STUFF OR STUFF. 
(Uh huh.) 
THEY DON'T THINK OF THE GOOD PART, THEY ONLY THINK 0' THE BAD PART. 
(IN OTHER WORDS THEY'RE� THEY'RE AFRAID. THEY BELIEVE IN EVIL SPIRITS AND 

THEY'RE AFRAID OF THEM.) 
Tha's right. They believe in 'em an' afraid of 'em.  
(Uh huh.) 
'CAUSE IF YO' DON'T BELIEVE IN THA' EVIL SPIRIT IT AIN'T GONNA FOOL AROUN' 

WIT YO' 
(That's right . I see . )  
Will not come aroun' yo' . 
(I see. Do they say anything about the first time you're witchcraft ? So, 

anything about the first time?) 
Well, the firs' time a person evah git witchcraf ', the first  time. They git 

so in they min ' once time tha ' they are witchcraf' . 
(Wait j ust a moment.) 

And • • •  
(Wait jus t  a moment . )  
AN' THEY GIT IT I N  THEIR MIN 1 THA ' THEY WITCHCRAF' ONCE AN' SOMEBODY GO TO 

SOMEONE AN' TO SOME ROOT DOCTAH AN' THEY TELL 'EM THEY ARE WITCHCRAFT. WELL, 
THEN TO THEM THEY ARE WITCHCRAF' THE REST 0 '  THEY LIFE. 

(Oh yes . )  
Regardles s  wha' kinda s ickness they have , jis' witchcraf'. 
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{Uh, how's this witchcraft keep up? Do you think that the children learn it 
when they're young and they never forget it or what?) 

Well, it's comin' on time now tha' they , the youngah generation they don't 
believe in tha' witchcraf'. 

{I know. I know.) 
They don ' t  believe in it. 
{No.) 
[CYLINDER CHANGE?] 
AN' UH, AN' UH, IN THE OLDEN DAYS THEY WAS MO' WITCHCRAF' AN' THEY WAS MO' 

PEOPLE BELIEVIN' IN WITCHCRAF'. 
(Mm hm.) 
An' now they ' s the youngah generation do not believe in it . An '  if the oldah 

generation not say anythin' about witchcraf' they will not believe in it. 
(I see.) 
They, the nation o'  the world now would come on up without believin' tha' 

witchcraf' -----� 
{I see, I see.) 
But, uh, now the youngah generation today __ ��--�[u:n�c�l�e=a�r�]�----��--��

youngah peoples they would say, uh, ah'll go an ' have mah fortune tol'. Well, 
now they's youngah peoples nowadays that believe in tha'. 

{Mm hm. ) 
The one thin' fo' wha ' they want. 
{Mm hm.) 

a teenagah or maybe a man, uh, gittin1 ready to marry, he gonna 
���:--

have his fortune tol' this to see whet hah he get him a good wife, or  
what , she gittin' a good husband or somethin' like tha'. But othah than tha ' 
far as witchcraf '  or doin' somethin' these youngah generation they don' t  think 
about that. 

{Uh huh.) 
Tha's not even in they motto. 
(Why is it on televis ion they have so many witch pictures?) 
Well, tha's jus' showin' wha' evil tha' the world can afford. 
{I see.) 
It ain't nothin' to it. 
{I see.) 
Ain't nothin ' could do. 
{Mm hm.) 
Like, uh , they say a witch ride yo'. 
{Yeah.) 
OH, SINCE ONE THEY USE TO SAY TO CATCH THE WITCH, UH, LIKE THE WITCH 

[bothering or riding] YO', SAY GET UP AN' TAKE YOUR [bottle] AND TAKE THE TOP 
OFF O' THE [bottle] AN' CARRY IT AROUN' YO' 9 TIMES AN' STOP IT UP. AN' SAY AN' 
THA' PERSON WILL COME TO YO' THE NEX' DAY AN 1 BEG YO 1 [to open bottle] SAY AS 
LONG AS YO 1 KEEP THE TOP ON THA 1 BOTTLE THA 1 PERSON WILL GET SICKLY AN' POOR, 
AN' THEY THEY [ begin } TO BEGGIN' YO', COME TO YO 1 BEGGIN' YO ' TO TAKE THE TOP 
OFF THE BOTTLE TO TURN 'EM LOOSE. 

(NOW WAIT A MINUTE. SHOW ME BOW YOU MEAN? YOU CARRY AROUND • • •  ) 
CARRY IT AROUN ' • • •  
{WAIT • • •  YOU TAKE • • •  YOU PUT THE BOTTLE IN ONE HAND AND YOU PUT IT TO YOUR BACK 

AND YOU PICK UP THE OTHER END AND KEEP GOING AROUND YOUR BODY 9 TIMES?) 
9 TINES. 
{BEFORE • • •  THAT'S BEFORE YOU PUT THE CORK ON IT?) 
YES. AN' THEN PUT THE CORK ON IT. 
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(THEN PUT THE CORK ON. DO YOU SAY A NYTHING WHILE YOU ' RE CARRYING THIS • • •  
JOUR HAND AROUND THAT WAY?) 
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YES, YO ' SAY, "WIDE A WAKE OL ' WITCH, AH CAUGHT YO ' .  WIDE AWAKE OL' WITCH, AH 
CAUGHT YO'. WIDE A WAKE OL' WITCH, AH CAUGHT YO ' ," 9 TIMES AN' THEN PUT THE TOP 
ON IT. THEN YO ' SHUT THE WITCH UP IN THERE. AN ' SA ID THE PERSON WHOMSOEVAH IT 
WAS THEN THA ' YO' DONE CURED HER FO ' LIFE. 

(I see .) 
A N ' LONG AS THA ' TOP WILL STAY, THA ' STOPPAH WILL STAY ON THA '  BOTTLE SAID 

THEN THA' PERSON WILL GET SICK AN ' GET POOR. AN' THEN HE'LL FIN'LY COME TO YO' 
AN' BEG YO' [to let him out]. 

( I  see.) 
Yo '  see? Well, all tha ' ,  now yo ' ,  yo ' can tell tha' to the youngah generation 

today , they take tha ' fo' fun . 
(I know. ) 
An' they don' believe in nothin ' like tha ' . But in the olden days they did. 
(I know. I know.) 
THEY USE TO TAKE A DIME WHEN LITTLE BABIES BORN, THEY TAKE A DIME AN', UH, 

GIT SOME O' THE SILVAH OFF O '  IT AN' GIVE IT TO, MAKE A TEA, GIVE THE BABY. AN' 
TAKE THE DIME AN' PUT IT AROUN' THE BABY'S NECK. 

(What was that suppose to do?) 
THA ' SUPPOSE TO KEEP THE WITCHCRAF ' OFF 0' THEM. KEEP ' EM FROM BE GETTIN' 

SO THEY CAN NEVAH BE WITCHCRAF '. 
(Oh , they did this at the birth?) 

Yes. Jis' when they was little baby real small. 
( I  see.) 

MAKE A TEA OUT O '  A [ silver ] DIME. AN' YO ' GET SOME O' THE SILVAH OFF A N' 
MAKE A TEA. 

(I see . ) 
AN' GIVE THE BABY THE TEA. A N' THEN TAKE THE DIME AN' PUT IT AROUN' THE 

BABY 'S NECK. 
(I see . ) 
He's suppose to nevah been witchcraf'. 
(I see. Where did you hear these things? Up in, uh, over in Alabama?) 
Albany, Alabama . An' ah heard some o' jus' to talk about it __ =----

Firs ' time ah heard about it was in Greenville ,  South Carolina . Mah uncle was 
talkin ' about it. 

( I  see . ) 
To anothah lady, but, uh • • •  
{Use to have a lot of those o ld sayings . )  
Yes. 
(And you know they ' re becoming rare.) 
Yes . 
(It's hard to , it's hard to find them. You said, "Wide awake old witch • • •  " 

ride what?) 
"Wide awake o l' witch." 
("Wide awake old witch, wide awake old witch.") 
Uh huh. 
(And you say that 9 times . ) 
9 times. 
(Well, that's interesting . I don ' t think I have that among • • •  Are there any 

other things they say , say or do to keep, uh , witch away from you or bad luck 
or any of that sort of thing?) 

YES. THEY, THEY, KEEP THE WITCH AWAY FROM AROUN' YO ' ,  THEY SAY TO TA KE A 
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FORK. 
(Mm hm. ) 
WITH.� U� 4 PRONGS FORK. 
(4 prong?) 
4 prong dinner fork. 
(Uh huh.) 
AN ' YO' TAKE THA ' MIDDLE ONE.� YO ' KNOW? FROM THE 1st.� 2nd AN ' 3rod ONE COUNT.� 

TAKE THA ' ONE AN' BEND IT IN AN ' THEN PUT IT UNDAH YOUR PILLOW. YO ' SLEEP WITH 
THIS UNDAH YOUR PILLOW. ALL RIGHT THEN THE WITCH WON 'T COME. THE WITCH WON ' T 
BOTHAH YO'. 

(Uh huh .) 
But, um, all those thin ' s in those days peoples believed in them an' if yo' 

believe in a thin' witchcraf' it ' ll work. 
(Mm bm.) 
O' course tha's with your min ' . 
( I  know.) 
But such as, uh, witchcraf ' ,  yo' j is '  don't have , yo' don', if they 

don' get. [it] in yo'. 
(Uh huh. ) 
They can ' t hurt yo ' . 
(What are the , what are there things. What are they - what did they 

use to, what other cus toms did they ha ve to pro tect bab ies or things they use 
to do they don't do anymore?) 

Well, ah tell yo ' the thin's they use to do fo' to protect the babies. They, 
now they don't do ' em  because, uh, tha's j us ' , uh, a few , they say tha ' the 
world now is in a dif'runt way. 

(Yes.) 
They don' believe in wha ' would hurt the babies in them time tha' it would 

hurt them now .  Peoples done thought o f  a new item now these days. 
(Uh huh.) 
A new trick. 
(Uh huh.) 
As they call it. They use to - time a baby get 6 weeks o ld they go an' then 

they have 'em christened in the church then they go an' they cant to the Rabbi . 
An' the Rabbi say the lifetime blessed prayah ovah them. 

(Uh huh.) 
An '  hang the little on his neck. 
(Uh huh . )  
Well , he's suppose to  b e  a free chile. He ' s  suppose to be free of all sin. 

He's suppose to be all beyond witchcraf' . 
(Yes, uh huh. This is the Rabbi that did that?) 
Yes.  
(For a Jewish child? ) 
Fo' a Jewish chile. 
(I see . )  
Well, now, um, sometime those children, uh, has wha ' they come up to b e  is 

they have to grow up to what they seek. 
(How can you tell what, what occupation the child is going to have when he 

grows up?) 
No. 
(Well, they use to do certain things to find out.) 
Yes, but, uh, they use to jus' like they'll put down a pencil. 
(A pencil'?) 
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An' then they'll put down a dollah bill. 
(A dollar?) 
Then they'll put down a silver 50¢. 
(A [silver piece) of  50¢?) 
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Mm bm. An' then yo', if it's a boy yo' see wha' he'll get . Mos' generally 
ev' rytime tha' boy will pull tha' pencil . 

(Mm hm.) 
Ah don' know why ,  but they do. An' if it a girl • • •  

(What' s the pencil mean?) 
Well, if it a pencil he gonna have a bus iness min'. 
(Oh, I see. And what does the other • • •  ?) 
He gonna be a bus iness man . 
(All r ight what do the o ther things mean?) 
Well, if it' s money , he's gonna be a gamblah. 
(I see . )  
If he pull tha ' money , he's gonna be a gamblah . 
See? 
(I see . And what was the other article they put down? ) 
Well they , they put down like a pencil an' a 50¢ an' a papah dollah. A girl 

now , a baby , uh, this have been tried an' peoples have bettin' money on this tha' 
it wouldn ' happen .  Put down a 50¢ an' put down a dollah, the girl baby picks 
tha' dollah all the time. 

(Uh huh . ) 
Ah don ' know how tha ' they know money. Look like they was too little to know 

money, but they did it anyhow . 
(I see.) 
Because the ways • • •  

(What does a paper dollar mean , if you pick up the paper dollar?) 
Well , the girl pick up the papah dollah tha' mean she' s gonna be home an ' 

look fo' the husban' to bring the money all time an ' not try an' even to make 
none. 

(I see. I see.) 
Tha's wha' tha' mean. 
(I see . I see . )  
Jus' • • •  

(What if a boy picks a paper dollar? What would it  be?) 
Well , he picks a papah dollah come some day he may be a millionaire . 
(Oh good , goo d ,  fine . )  
It ' s  suppose to • • • 

(He' ll make money.) 
He ' ll make money . 
(He'll make money. Mm hm. I see. Do you ever hear of a child, they do cer

tain things to them then they can grow? They use to think years ago that some
body put a spell on a child so he can't grow.) 

Uh, yes, but uh • • •  

(Did you ever hear of that?) 
Uh, uh • • •  

(People are s tunted . )  
Well , there's no such thing tha ' a person could stunt another person. 
(Did you ever hear of anything they do or • • •  ? )  
They can have an ailment a got ev'rybody in the family are tall au' 

yo ' want to your family to bein ' lowah. So when the child get 3 feet yo' 
take him to a tree in the woods an' yo' nail a nail an '  yo' bore a hole fo' it 
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an ' yo ' put the nail in the tree an' pull the hole - pull the nail out then yo ' 
bo ' this hole so he nevah would grow tall . 

(They won ' t ,  he won ' t • • •  ) 
Won ' t be  real tall . 
(This child will no t grow real tall then . ) 
That ' s  r ight . Same thin ' as when yo ' wanna s tart lowahin ' your family , keep 

them from bein ' tall , all tha ' is , uh , tha ' s from the olden days . 
( I  see . )  
But still , uh , these days ah see mighty heap o '  ' em  go an ' bore holes . 
( Laughs . )  
Mighty heap o '  lit tle ones tha ' didn '  even know about those thin ' s .  Mighty 

heap o '  lit tle midgets an ' lit tle an ' __________ __ 
(Uh huh . ) 
So tha ' s why we can not always go by wha ' we hear . We have to  know these 

thin ' s . 
(Did you ever hear about a child being b ir thmarked? The mother did something 

and the child is  marked? ) 
Yes . 
( Tell me an example - l ike you heard a story about it  - that sort of  thing . )  
Yes , yes , ah heard the s tory an' ah , uh , seen about a child being marked . Ah 

know in , uh , right out of , uh , Montgomery , Alabama was a woman an ' uh child , she 
had twins an ' one o '  ' em look j is '  precisely like , half o '  him, one part o ' , half 
o '  his face was human an ' the o thah half looked kinda like a goat . 

(Oh . ) 
Tha ' j us '  wha ' it  was the o thah half . An ' they say she marked him . Wel l ,  now 

she was carryin ' both o '  those kids at the same time . 
(Uh huh . ) 
How could she mark tha ' one an ' didn ' mark the o thah? 
( I  don ' t know . )  
See ?  
(Well ,  did they say how she marked it ? )  
Well , they say she laughed a t  the goat when they was killin ' the goat s .  
( She laughed while they were killing the goat s ? ) 
Yes , while they was killin ' the goats . 
(Uh huh . )  
Gettin '  the goats up to kill , killin ' the goats , she laughed . 
( I  see . )  
An ' said tha ' s made the mark . But look like if i t  woulda made the mark on 

tha '  par ticular twin , tha ' look like it woulda marked both o '  them . 
( I  would think so . )  
But the o thah one wasn ' . 
( I  see . How long ago was tha ' suppose  to have happened? )  
Tha ' was in 1933 . 
( I  see . I s  this in the newspaper ? )  
No , this was ah see ' d  this . 
( Oh ,  did you see the child? )  
Ah see ' d  the chile . 
(Well , what did the child look like then ? ) 
Wel l ,  it  j is '  half o '  this one s ide o '  his face looked like a goat an ' the 

o thah side was human , tha ' s all.  
(Well , the one s ide of  the face was sort of  deformed? )  
Yes , kinda deformed an ' ah mean it j us '  look j us '  like a billy goat . 
(Oh, I see . Did it  have a horn on his head? ) 
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Didn' have no horn but i t  didn ' , his ear was bent ovah like that . 
(Oh , hi s ear was bent over . )  
An' then this part o ' his nos e  j is '  like a goat . J is '  this whole side . 
(The whole s ide . )  
Formed j is '  l ike a goat . 
(I see . Uh huh . )  
But • • •  
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(Did the child make any noises or  act like a goat or anything of that sort ? )  
No, he ji s '  was a fool chile . He didn ' play with nobody . 
(He • • • ) 
He nevah when he growed up , he didn '  grow up mixin '  an ' playin ' w ith the o thah 

children . 
(Sort of queer ? )  
Jis ' queer. 
(I see . I see . ) 
An ' so, um tha ' mark on the child , uh , it has to be in hatred [ ? ] . 
(Yes . )  
Ah think tha ' , uh , the God ,  uh , do no t ,  uh , ma rk a chile . His , uh , somet ime 

tha' the, oh , parents coulda did some thin ' . [ There used to be a belief that God 
marked a baby to punish the parents . A horrible view of God ! Equally bl asphe
mous is the belief that God sends a deform ed child to give you something to  
love! ] 

(Mm hm . ) 
An', uh , the Lord ev ' ryone suf fah in the way tha ' he will have them to 

do. Now tha ' woman coulda not did nothin ' . But it  coulda been her parents or 
her grandparents . 

(Mm hm.) 
But on down the line he give her this here deformed chile . 
(Mm hm . )  
An' uh , she would have t o  s e e  tha ' chile a s  l ong a s  she l ive . 
(Mm hm.) 
See? But tha' wasn ' her s in ,  tha ' wasn ' some th in ' she done . Coulda been 

somethin'  tha ' the back [ ances tors ] done . 
(Oh, yes . )  
Because in these , them time tha ' , uh , from the generation o '  them time to 

reach back sin from the ol ' parent way back to their children ' s  chi ldr en ' s  
children . 

( I  see . )  
But now, 
(I kn ow .  
An', uh , 
(Mm hm .) 

uh , the peoples don ' t believ e  in tha' . 
I know.)  

we have to  thsse days now , we  jus ' thin k  to  ourselves. 

Think today fo' today, an ' tomo�ow fo' tomorrow. [ This sounds l ike a prov-
erb . ] 

(I see . )  
Because , uh, your sin now i s  on yo ' .  Mah sin is  on me . 
(Mm.) 
But ol ' p eoples use to come an ' shake they fingah at yo ' an ' tell yo ' such an' 

suah a thin ' ,  an ' tell yo ' such an ' such a thin'  gonna happen befo' the sun goes  
down . They see ' d  tha ' , they knowed tha ' . An ' it did  happen .  

(I see . Mm hm.) 
Why they was livin ' the right way an ' then , then they knowed tha ' God , uh , 

wha ' was gonna happen they knowed because [unclear] 
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But now these days they so wicked an ' wil ' ,  the o ldah peoples cannot tell the 
young generation no thin ' because they don ' have to or 
no thin ' fo ' the young generation to go by . 

(Mm hm . )  
So this made ,  tha ' woman yo ' see ,  uh , tha ' was way back maybe to , mighta been 

her grandfathahs somethin ' to the gran ' mothah . An' the gran ' parents trouble . 
But she the one tha ' have to suffah with i t ,  yo ' see? 

[I temporarily end interview . Several days later we begin again . ] 

(Uh,  1970, this is the voice of Harry Middleton Hyatt  and , uh , I ' m  talking to 
Mrs . Davis in order to , uh , to redo that last  story she told - couple days ago 
about the seal . )  

( This was a vision? ) 
Yes it was . Tha ' s right . 
(Get a b i t  closer. In case any b ig truck goes by or anything makes a big 

nois e ,  j us t  s top [ talking ] for a second , I mean • • •  ) 
[Let me explain the conditions . We are at the Davis home next door to Mr . 

Cubby . Without air conditioning or electric fan we had to sit near the screen 
door o f  the front porch . Highway noises and noisy sparrows in the ceilingless 
front porch were a cons tant nuisance . Mr . Cubby and I will speak later about 
this noi se problem on another cas set te . I merely ask Mrs . Davis to move nearer 
the microphone and to cease talking momentarily when a truck or rackety car 
passes . Remember , we are almos t s i tting in the s treet anyway . ]  

So tha ' was a dream [ several lines ago she agreed that it had been a vision ] 
about the seal an ' the lady was runnin ' me in mah dream.  

( I  see . ) 
An', uh , ah dreamed tha ' , tha ' she was runnin ' me , an ' then ah went to dif-

frunt places , an ' ev ' rywhere ah went seem to be tha ' she come an ' fin '  me . 
(Uh huh . ) 
So ah dream tha ' fo ' several time . On , an ' on an ' on , time aftah time . 
(Did this go for a period of weeks , days or weeks , or months , or what? ) 
Well it  went ovah a period of months . 
(Uh huh . I see ,  months . )  

An' then uh , the las ' t ime ah dream it , it  worried me so bad ah didn '  seem 
to know wha ' to s top it  from bothahin ' me . Ah didn ' know why it was • • •  

(Mm. ) 
• • •  or wha ' was it . 
(Mm hm . )  

An' ah know tha ' to mahself tha ' , uh , i t  wasn ' nothin ' tha ' ah had did to 
be uh , said as , uh , ol ' uh , chasah[? ] ins tinct .  Tha ' it some thin ' of  evil sp irit 
or somethin ' .  Ah dreamt in the night , way in the night an ' ah get up an ' go 
right an ' got this plywood an ' get me a pencil an ' drawed the picture o '  this 
woman on this seal . 

( I  see.) 
An' as ah drawed this p icture , with this pencil , ah kept it on this plywood 

fo ' 5 or 6 months befo ' ah can decide how ah wanted to make a p icture of it . 
(I see . )  
So then ah , uh , de cided to make the picture with blue Milk o '  Magnesia bot

tles, beer bot tles , an ' windah glas s from a church tha ' they repaired the win
dabs. An ' I go t the glass from,  uh, McCoy ' s  Methodis t Church . 

(I see.)  
Uh, located at 9 th S treet an ' 4th Avenue , south of  St . Peter . 



- Hoodoo - Conjuration - Witchcraft - Rootwork -

(What color was that glass? )  
The glass was shadow blue . 
(Oh, mm hm, I see . ) 
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An', uh, so then , uh, ah made this picture an ' , uh , did a lot o' hand paint-
in ' • • •  

(Mm hm.) 
• • •  to bring it out. 
(I see.) 
An', uh, aftah then, on down yeahs, months aftah months , it didn' seem to 

bo thah me no mo ' .  
( I  see . )  
So then, uh, ah jus' taken i t  to mahself it mus ta been some kind of evil 

sp iri t. 
(Mm hm.) 
Because ah was afraid in mah sleep. 
(I see . )  
An '  tha's why ah say i t  was a evil spirit .  
(I see, Did you have a fear, you have a fear when you're asleep ? It ' s  part 

of an evil spirit ,  is  that the idea? ) 
Yes , tha ' s wha' ah think . Uh, if part of , uh, when yo ' be afear in your 

dreams, uh, i t ' s a evil spirit . 
(Uh huh . I see.) 
I t ' s  eithah somethin ' tha ' yo' have , uh, done , uh, eithah it's somethin ' tha ' 

yo' suppose to do an' don' do . 
( I  see . I see.) 
An ' ,  uh, at the 'po inted time when yo ' do these thin ' s  tha ' , if it's some

thin ' tha ' yo' suppose to do . 
(Yeah . )  
An' ' um, this evil spirit abothahin ' yo', an ' keeps on abothahin ' yo ' ,  an' 

yo ' do these thin's , then tha ' evil sp irit - if it a evil thin' an' yo ' do tha ' 
evil thin' , tha ' evil spirit begin to disappear . 

(I see.) 
An' don' bo thah yo ' .  
( I  see. I see . )  
An' if there's a good portion par t o' the spirit if yo ' do tha' it still won' 

bo thah yo ' anymo' eithah, because tha' is j is' a remindah. 
(I  see . )  
Tha ' s the way ah figgah ,  tha' it j us' a remindah, 
(I see,) 
(Now Mrs . Davis has retold that s tory and I want to make this 

a notation that after she told that story, uh , we are having her 
s tory because the tape sort of j erked. And some of the parts of  
los t on the original tape . But after the s tory we went outside . 
the picture and we went out and we photographed it. And this is 
in the I llustration. Now did you tell me, was it connec ted with 
that you saw? This woman with the seal?) 

Yes . 
(You saw a light first? ) 

addition here, 
retelling the 
the s tory were 

She showed me 
the photograph 
the light that 

Yes, yes . Ah saw the light then ah followed the light. Ah followed the 
light an ' suddenly the light disappeared an' ah go t los' . 

(You got lost? ) 
Go t los' because no mo' light to see. An' when ah was followin' the light 

ah thought it was someone tha ' was comin' up in the service as ah was . An '  ah 
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was tryin' to catch up with them. Well, finally they lef ' me by mah home. 
[What service? Military service?] 

(Oh , I see.) 
An' then the light disappeared . When the light disappeared then ah was 

comp letely los ' .  
( This has something to do with the seal, woman in the seal story?) 
Well, no , no . 
(This is  a different story?) 
This is a dif'runt story. 
(This is a different story , I see . I see . )  

CUT IN TAPE 

(You have never done this type of painting , this glass work b efore? ) 
No , tha' s mah firs ' .  
(Well , how did you happen to think about doing this? ) 
Well ah, ah don ' know , it j is '  come in mah min ' . Tha ' s why ah kept it so 

long . 
(I see. ) 
Decided wha' colah would bring it  out wha' could ah do it the cheapest way . 
(I see . Now is this the, this is, is this what you call the • • •  ?) 
Shadow blue. 
(Shadow S • • •  H • • •  A • • •  D • • •  O • • •  W ••• shadow blue?) 
Tha ' s right . 
( I  see. Shadow blue , not shallow?) 
Shadow. 
( Shadow, shadow blue.) 
Tha's right . 
( It ' s  a light , sort of a light grayish b lue . )  
Yes . 
(And here ' s  a very dark b luish glas s ,  which is the , uh • • • ) 
Milk of Magnesia bottle . 
(That's the Magnesia bottle . What ,  how did , what did you , what did you stick 

this in on the wood? ) 
Uh, tha ' s  with plain , uh, cement glue . 
(Oh, cement glue , you put on the wood . ) 
Tha ' s  r ight . 
(Then you put these pieces of glass to make the outline . )  
Tha' s right. 
(First  you made the outline in p encil.)  
Tha ' s right . 
(And then you , it took you a long time to know what to do • • •  ) 
NO� NO� NO� NO. NOs IT DIDN' TAKE ME NO LONG TIME WITH THE PENCIL. (5 no's 

in 1 line!!] 
( I  know. ) 
Tha ' j is ' right away with the pencil . 
(But it  took you some time b efore you decided to fill it with glass or • • •  ? )  
Well it took me a time befo' ah decided wha ' colah tha '  ah wanted in the 

cheapes t  way. 
(Oh , I see . And some of  this, some of this red and yellow and green , those 

are put in by ordi • • • • •  with ordinary paint?) 
Yes, ah had them hand painted . 
(I see. And , uh, by the way this, this picture of this woman was a white 
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woman that was after you . ) 
Yes , yes , tha ' s the way i t  was .  
(Yes , I see . Now, what about those horses ? )  
Well , tha ' s the hors e ,  the , the horse dream was a dream tha ' , uh , uh , the 

dream tha ' he had , me an ' mah bro thah . An ' so uh , WE HAD THE SAME DREAM AT THE 
SAME TIME AN ' WE WAS IN DIF 'RUNT PLACES. 

(Oh ,  yes . Uh huh . ) 
An '  so he was tellin ' me his dream about the ridin ' the hors e ,  the horses 

come an' uh , he was on the horse so now the horse was white . An' they was a 
black one , so , uh , they give him a choose to wha ' horse he wanted an ' so he 
choose the b lack horse . An '  the same did ah . 

(Mm hm . ) 
But when we got to thi s gate we was on the white horse . 
(Uh huh . ) 
An ' so then we , uh , got togethah , I an ' him an ' we dis cus s this dream tuh

gethah . 
(Mm hm . )  
An '  he s aid , "Well , i t ' s the same thin ' . "  So  he said , "Uh , "  to me , said , 

"Uh , what yo ' think about it?"  Ah said , "Ah don ' know . "  Ah said , "Well , look 
like we woulda choose the white horse . "  HE SAID, "WELL, IN MAH DREAM, " HE SAID, 
"AH CHOOSE THE BLACK HORSE, BUT WHEN, UH, GOT TO THE GATE THE HORSE OUT FROM ME 
WAS A WHITE HORSE AND THE BLACK HORSE WAS BEHIND. " 

(Mm hm. ) 
AH SAID, "WELL, WHEN AH GOT TO THE GATE AH CHOOSE THE BLACK HORSE AN ' WHEN 

AH GOT TO THE GATE AH WAS ON THE WHITE HORSE AN ' THE BLACK HORSE WAS BEHIND. " 
AN ' AH SAID, "WELL, WHA ' SIGN IS THA ' ? " HE SAID, "WELL, ALL AH GOT TO TELL YO ', 
UH, KNOW ABOUT IT IS SOMEBODY GOING. " AH SAID, "WELL, YO ' DON ' KNOW. " HE SAID, 
"WELL, THERE 'S SOMEBODY GOIN ' . " 

(Mm hm. ) 
AH SAID, "WELL. " SO THEN HE WENT. 
(Mm hm .) 
SEE, HE PASSED AWAY. 
(I see . )  
But tha ' was ,  uh, about ,  uh , ovah a year an ' 6 months • • •  

( I  see . )  
• • •  befo ' he did pass . 
(Now he , you both didn ' t go to a gate . You went to a gate . )  
Went to the gate , see ah was on this horse but they gave me a choose which 

horse tha ' ah wanted to r ide . 
(Yes . )  

An '  ah wanted to r ide the black horse . 
( I  see . )  
But ah go t  on the black horse an ' ah was ridin ' the black horse but when ah 

became ,  got to the gate where they ' re suppose to go in it , the black horse had , 
what ah was on, turned white an' the black horse was behind me . 

(Mm hm. I see . )  
So the horse , uh ,  change the colah whilst  I was on there an ' ah nevah knowed 

it ' til ah got to the gate . 
( I  see . I see . And he , he , he didn ' go to the gate . He did some thin ' else . 

Did he go to a gate? ) 
He went to the ,  he went to the gate but the black horse suppose to went 

to the watah . 
( I  see . )  
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An ' the white horse went to the gate but tha ' s when we choose the black 
horse . Because of the black horse . We dreamed the same thin ' . 

( I  see . What about the black horse with the white stripe  around i t ?  What 
was that? ) 

An '  he changed all ovah . 
(Oh ,  he changed all over . )  
Changed all ovah . 
(Oh, that was at the beginning . )  
Tha ' was at the beginning . 
(That was your dream? ) 
Mm hm. 
(When you first dreamt it , it  was a black horse with a white stripe around it .)  
Tha ' s right . 
(And then he changed to what?)  
To white . 
( To a white horse . )  
To white , tha ' s the onlies t part  tha ' had the white s tripe aroun' it . Well 

he didn ' t have anythin ' to do with the white one . Ah nevah remembah him changin' 
white ' til ah got to the gate . 

( I  see . I see . )  
An '  then he had changed . 
(And then , then you had that dream and then you talked to your brother and 

then • • •  ) 
Say he had the same one . 
(He had the same dream except • • •  ) 
The same dream . 
(Same dream except that , uh • • •  ) 
He was goin '  to the watah an ' ah was goin ' on to the gate . 
(You were going to the gate . I see . He was going to the water and you were 

going to the gate . And what did you say , what , what did you say that the mean
ing was , uh • • •  ?) 

Wel l ,  the meaning was ,  we was , we the government was suppose to  call . 
But we didn ' know . An' , uh , we wanted to discuss , we did discuss in real life , 
ah an ' him about this . 

(Yes . )  
An '  ah asked him tha ' , uh , wha ' he think about the dream? He said , "Well , ah 

don '  know , " said , "one thing all ah got to say about the whole thin ' , "  said , 
" somebody go in ' . Then ah will go to the meet in ' . "  Ah s aid , "Well , yo ' go to 
the meetin ' an ' ah gonna go . "  So we didn ' think anymo ' about it . 

(Mm hm. )  
An ' he lef ' an ' went back to where he lived at an ' ah was s till livin ' here , 

see? 
( I  see , ·I see . )  
An ' , uh , when he came back he came back here to live . 
(Uh huh . ) 
An ' , uh , we often on carried an ' on about this dream . 
( I  see , I s ee . )  
So fin ' ly when he said , uh , "Wel l ,  somebody goin' . "  An ' ah s aid , "Well ,  ah 

don ' know wha '  yo ' mean about . "  An '  he said , "Well ,  somebody go in ' • " He said 
he feel it . 

( I  see . )  
An '  so he did go . When he did pas s ah said , "Ah will have no mo ' o '  tha ' . "  
( I  see . I see . )  



- Hoodoo - Conj uration - Witchcraft - Rootwork - 4587 

Tha ' was the , uh , the • • •  
(This happened only a few years ago ? )  
A few years ago . 
( I  see . ) 
He passed all o f  us goin ' . Uh ,  a year ago . This August will be the , August 

11 of this year will be 2 years . 
(Oh , yes . Uh huh . And that other , this picture was about a couple of years 

ago too wasn ' t  i t ? )  
Yes . Yes . 
(Uh huh . ) 
All that was , uh , all in the same year .  
( I  see . Do you , do you have , did you have , uh , a number o f  dreams about 

horses during your lifetime ? )  
Well , in mah lifetime , uh , ah have , uh , lots of vision dreams of  things about 

horses . 
{Uh huh . )  
An ' then , uh , about,  uh , swimmin ' in the watah . Horse is swimmin ' in the 

watah an ' ah am ridin ' him but ah seem to , ev ' rytime ah see somethin ' like tha ' ,  
the Lord shows me somethin ' like tha ' his , his are ,  uh , um, kind of a 
token of a dream. 

(Oh yes . ) 
One mean ahead of time ah ' m gonna lose somebody out o '  mah family . 
( I  see . )  
Someone outa mah family gonna pass . 
( I  see . )  
So , uh , when ah have those dreams , ah , ah , ah wat ches ' em  ah gets up an ' ah 

puts ' em down sometime on [paper ] an ' ah watch dose dreams . 
(Mm hm . )  
Sometime it be a year . Sometime it  be 2 years . 
( I  see . )  
But if somethin ' pass  j is ' exactly like the dream. 
( I  see . ) 
So whenevah something pass it  don ' t bothah me . 
(Oh , I see . ) 
An' all o '  mah , uh , death tha ' ah ' ve had in mah family ah don ' seem to take 

it hard because , uh , ah know one day we was born to die . 
( I  see . )  
An ' , uh , the Lord showed i t  to me ahead . 
( I  see . )  
An '  now ah don ' worry about i t .  
( I  see . Well , that ' s  fine . Now I think • • •  [ this must b e  the end of  the in

terview . 1 
[But let me add a final word about this dream or vision picture , comparing it 

with one of  several retold or warmed over s tories . They are never quite the same 
as the originals . Take a look at margin title PROFESSOR FRANK OF NEW ORLEANS 
(No . 42 7 ,  p . l2 8 ,  v . l) . This  story as it stands is excellent , but much of the 
teller ' s former awe and details were los t by repetition. As you can see by the 
whole interview,  our second version here would no t be a XEROX copy of the first  
one . And that firs t one I remembered quite well . No , I was not trying to trap 
my informant by re-recording and comparing . That I had never done . Doubter 
that I am ,  I s till realize , "The wind bloweth where it listeth • • •  so is every one 
that is born of the Spirit . " ]  

[Now turn the page for the psychic experiences o f  a white school teacher . ] 
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THIS WHITE WOMAN AN ACCREDITED SCHOOL TEACHER 
THEN WORKING IN THE BLACK COMMUNITY 

DESCRIBES OCCASIONAL GLIMPSES OF SPIRIT WORLD 
A RARE AND POIGNANT EXPERIENCE 

[My only j us tification for including this interview in volume 5 is the spirit 
basis o f  the hoodoo field itself , spirits permanently o ccupying the first 164 
pages of HOODOO to emphasize this point and thereafter s cat tered throughout 
these 5 volumes . In addition , informant actually tells about a childhood ac
quaintance who frequently came to school crying - the reason being hoodoo . This 
interview was recorded in the director ' s  or informant ' s  of fice , my assis tant Mr . 
Clarence Cubby being with me and absent only several minutes while he went to 
our car for ano ther cassette . ]  

[You will notice Mr . Cubby does not ask a question during the interview . He 
will give his reason later when we alone discus s the mat ter . But we should also 
know he is  the son of a clergyman , has himself p reached and expressed the possi
bility of  entering the ministry . He realized at once this was not our ordinary 
interview but a pas toral visitation - I am an Episcopalian clergyman , you know , 
and was wearing a clerical collar . And finally , I did not seek informant ; she 
asked for an interview through Mr . Cubby ' s sister . ] 

HYATT (This is July 2 ,  1970 , S t .  Petersburg , Florida . Mr . Cubby and I are 
going to interview a teacher , a teacher about an experience she had . Now will 
you please tell j us t  what happened? ) 

TEACHER This took place at my mother ' s  house . They leased this great , huge 
Southern Colonial home in the middle of an Orange Grove in Indian River country . 
I ' m  giving you the background because it is peculiar to this true story , the 
setting is important . 

I t ' s a very large three-story home . And they were new to the locale , so they 
had heard no thing or no s tories or anything about the home or the territory . 
This was a former home of  a senator , Florida senator , who is deceased now - for 
the pas t  couple of years , I guess about the time this happened . [He had died 
several year s before this happ ened . ]  And we moved into the home . I was staying 
there with my mother at the time . In fac t we were there a couple of weeks b efore 
we started ob serving very s trange things that we couldn ' t explain . I ' m going to 
tell them to you in the way that we , I can rememb er that we noticed them . 

And the f irst thing was that my daughter was visiting me and we were sitting 
in the f ront b edroom - the house is built in wings - and she came and sat by my 
bed . And she was from Orlando and she said , " I' m  going back later today . "  And 
I said,  "That ' s  j us t  great . "  I said ,  "Come on lie back down it ' s  early . Let ' s  
j ust take a leisurely morning . "  So , about that time we heard brakes screaming 
and squealing and all kinds o f  terrible no ise out in front . And this is right 
off a very busy highway , a main highway . 

So we j umped up and ran outside and there was nothing in sight , no thing at 
all - there was nothing , no commotion , no traffic or anything . So we went back 
in the bedroom and had been s itting there a few minutes and all of a sudden this 
terrible noise again. We thought that someone had thrown [ something ]  through -
we have about ten or twelve p icture windows on two of  the wings on each side of  
the house . 

And we thought someone had thrown something agains t the window and crashed 
it , because you could j ust  hear glass tinkling for age s  you know . 
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So we ran out again , ran back over to the window , went outside , went all 
around the house . There was nothing . She said, "Mother somebody here don ' t 
like me . "  She says , " I ' m  gonna leave . "  And we left ' cause we were new at the 
house you know. And this was a big j ol t . But it was j ust too real b ecause we 
thought we even f el t  the vibrations . So she left . 

And about two , five minutes later the driveway that she had pulled [her car ] 
out in and circled the house , there was a terrible collision there , j us t  as she 
had cleared it and gotten away from there . And possibly , if she ' d  been leaving 
a little later , you know, she could have been involved .  And [ formerly ] there 
were three people killed [ there ] and o f  course they wound up in our front yard 
because they hit a tree . Now , there ' s  an old legend to this tree . 

This senator had a will drawn up that no one could ever cut these oaks down . 
They frame the house at bo th ends . And the highway came around there and he did 
no t want them removed . Bu t eventually there were so many people killed there 
and - within a two week span we saw sixteen people killed f rom those trees . And 
the s trange thing is there was - this all took place months later that things be
gan to fall in p lace . [Months later " things began to fall in place . " ]  

A man came out to fog the area [ to do something with the vegetation spray? ] . 
And he told me a lit tle tale about why he thought the senator wanted these trees 
there was a matter of spite . And there had been many people killed on them be
fore we even moved there and when the senator did l ive there . And they had tried 
to ge t him to have them taken out b efore and he wouldn ' t . And I couldn ' t  tell 
you how many lives , but I can tell you one s that I know about . And I can only 
tell you what we were told , there were a great number of  people killed on this  
tree . 

(Was it  j ust one tree? ) 
No there was a tree at each end of the house . Now when I say house I ' m 

speaking of the grounds . This was an e s tate , mind you , and a b eautiful orange 
grove . But bordering this were these two gigantic oaks at each end of the prop
erty . And af ter this , after the third acc ident , af ter we lived there , the high
way patrol got a petition and went to Tallahasse and i t  took an act of Congress 
or Legislature of some kind and they j us t  set the will aside . And they did re
move the trees . And it did seem to break the accident problem.  

But the hous e  itself had many we ird things .  And we had been there only a day 
or two until we kept f inding , starting from the kitchen , thru the dining room 
and the butlers pantry , and on through to the staircase - and the hous e was all 
carpeted - lit tle tiny spots of fresh blood . This would be in the morning when 
we would get up . And we remembered having seen it before but nobody ever got 
curious enough to investigate . We thought something was being tracked in you 
know . _ So after the third or fourth morning my mother got down and she called 
me and she said , "Ernestine , I want to show you something weird . "  Said , "Look 
at this . "  And she had wiped some up on her fingers ,  then she had gotten a tis
sue and blo t ted i t ,  and we dis covered that it was really blood . 

So we had a do g ,  and this is ano ther tale , but it is all intermingled . 
So we did not know that the dog had been in the house and my mother s tarted 

investigating each member of the house , ques tioning , "Have you had the dog in
side?"  It  turned ou t the dog had not been inside . We thought possibly he had 
a bur in his foot or an inj ured foot [ to cause the blood ] . 

So  we saw to it  that the dog did not come into the house . And this continued 
for some time , for a mat ter of weeks every morning when we get up . And then 
that would go away . During the day these things , these spo ts would disappear . 
But the next morning they would be fresh . And f resh enough that you could actu
ally wipe this b lood up . 
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(And you saw this? )  
Oh yes , I saw this . 
(Mm hm. ) 
The entire family saw i t .  And my father refused to believe what he saw .  And 

then there were numerous people who did see it . 
(Mm hm . ) 
And we were all , we saw it but we didn ' t try to clar ify it in our minds . It 

was something you couldn ' t explain . So we didn ' t try to . And my mo ther opened 
a bus iness  wi thin s everal miles of the house .  Eventually some things were to ld 
us that begin to tie in . But we knew no thing of this at the time . 

(Mm hm. ) [ These 3 Mm hms mean I do no t believe in the supernatural , even God 
is natural . Informant had these preceding experiences and more to come , but how 
and why I must leave to the experts . ]  

And let s see , the next s trange thing was • • •  

(Now was there a story behind this blood? ) 
Well I ' m gonna tell you what we know of  the background . 
( Good . )  
The next thing that we had any problem with or that star tled us I was talking 

to - my mo ther was up stairs and I was sitting downstairs . And I thought for a 
minute that my mo ther was talking to me . And then I realized it was exactly the 
way my mother spoke but it wasn ' t her voice , it was a man ' s voice I could hear . 
And it seemed to come from the dining room but only above the dining room [ and ] 
ups tairs . And it took a while for it to soak in that this really wasn ' t  my 
mo ther , because the information and everything was the same as she us ed . And 
even used my name , called me by name and said something to me . And f inally when 
it dawned on me it couldn ' t be her , I wen t to the s tairs and said , "Mother were 
you talking to me ? "  11No , "  she said she wasn ' t .  "Why?"  Well I didn ' t exp lain 
to her then but later I did . 

And as i t  turned out this had happened to other people in the family . None 
of us want ed to tell anybody else because we couldn ' t  explain to anyone . 

A few days or evenings later about 11 o ' clock one evening she was going to 
this place , her business was on the highway and it was opened all twenty- four 
hours a day . So she was going in one evening and she called me up here , she 
said , " I  don ' t know but I ' ve got a strange feeling , "  she says , " there ' s  somebody 
around here . "  And she said , " I ' ve looked and looked and , "  and she said , "I don ' t 
have an exp lanat ion . But I ' d  like for you to be here wi th me un til I ' ve finished 
dres sing . "  

So I sat down in a chair facing the hall . As I looked out into the hall i t  
was a bedroom , another bedroom door in my v i ew ,  that belonged t o  my s ister and 
the door was open , but all of a sudden the door s lammed until it split the frame 
around the door . And o f  cour se thi s  s tartled us and we screamed . So  I ' m fairly 
scientific in mind . And I thought that there was a draft and someone had lef t  a 
window [ open ] , this was in the wintertime and the house was clo s ed and heated . 
So we went in , we went through the en tire bedroom . Under the beds and the b i t  
through the closet , everything . No windows open , nothing , no draft .  So we 
closed the door this time and came back and oh , within five minutes the door 
slammed open again and it had a good sturdy lo ck and [ it was an ] old fashion 
heavy door . And it opened again �nd slammed with a violence . And we didn ' t 
tarry long . We managed to get out and go to where my father was . And we told 
him of  course he fel t this was j us t  something that couldn ' t be explained . 

This particular thing didn ' t happen again but , enough , wait a minute . [ She 
pauses thoughtfully . ]  The , this did happen again , too , because my mother found 
that if she burned a light in this room that this did no t happen . This is how 
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it was . And as long as there was a light on , everything was at peace . But if 
she ever closed that door and there was no light in that room,  then there were 
very weird things . 

All right , so now let me tell you we began to f ind , the next thing my mo ther 
thought was she should have a good dog for protection . So she went out and 
bought the mos t  vicious German shepherd . He was suppose to be trained . And 
the dog came to us in this manner . But within a couple of  nights he was a com
p lete coward .  He would hide behind all the trees . Tuck his tail between his 
legs and let out a yelp and j us t  holler . And j ust  go and hide any place under 
the house , behind the tree . You should see the grounds because they were , there 
was an old swamp way back in back of the house . And you would hear some very 
eerie noises . But this dog ,  I remind you , had been trained as a watch dog and 
a killer . He was a vicious dog . Then he got so he wouldn ' t  eat , he refused to 
eat . And he acted like he was grieving or some thing , he really just acted scared 
to death , j ust to tell the truth about it . My mother had to lock him in the 
utility room because she was , she felt so sorry for him. And he withered away 
until we sent him back because we were afraid he was gonna die . He was dying 
really . And he became vicious again , healthy , and well , when he left the grounds. 

So this is where we began to get the first inkling as to anything about the 
house . And we were discussing it with this engineer from the NASA program. 

(Now, s top right there . How long ago did all this happen? ) 
Well it was when this was very , after , this property [ in which they lived] was 

across  so you could see this b ig building [at NASA program] you know the world ' s  
larges t building? 

(Oh yes . This happened only a few years ago then? ) 
Oh this has only been , lets see , three , three or four years ago . 
( Oh ,  this whole s tory happened only three or four years ago ? )  
Oh yes . 
(Oh that ' s fine .  All right go ahead now . ) .. 
So , we knew that this , this engineer that came into this place , we knew that 

he had, he was a scientific engineer from the NASA program. We knew that he had 
resided in there [ this very same house ] for a short while . And we come to find 
out that was one of the reasons that they decided to leave was b ecause of the 
things that I ' ve been telling you abou t .  But we didn ' t  say anything . We didn ' t  
tell them any of our s tories . We j us t  mentioned that we had a dog that was sup
pose to have b een trained and that he became ill , and a very frightened dog . 
And he started laughing . 

And then he proceeded to tell us that he had two dogs there for the same pur
pose , and that he almost los t both of his dogs . And he said , "You ' ve been by my 
house , "  and he said , "you ' ve seen those dogs that j ump  at the fence and that ' ll 
cut your throat if you get near ' em. "  And we said that we had passed and had 
noticed the dogs , becaus e  you couldn ' t ignore them. And they were in this huge 
fenced-in compound . And then he said,  "Those were the same dogs that I almos t  
los t a t  the house . "  H e  said , "My dogs wouldn ' t  eat . "  He said , "They were 
frightened and hid all the time . "  

S o  this is how we got to talking to him. Then we came to find out this much 
about the background of the house . The senator had had three wives there and 
two were deceased . One had been an Indian woman and she was an alcoholic and 
had died in the one bedroom ups tairs . The way we unders tood i t .  And this is , 
the rest  of  this is why we had to be very negative about our parties involved .  
But there was a rumor that h e  was very ill-tempered t o  his wives , and the third 
wife is s till living . And that she had a friend and eventually the senator was 
poisoned. Now this was told us a number of  times by people in the town , a very , 
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very small town , they are really s tretching it  to even call it  a town . And 
p eople who were in a position locally , doctors and so forth , wanted to know if 
there was a possibility for the , you know , it wasn ' t on the record - I think 
it was hear t failure or some thing . 

But he did die there . And she inherited a tremendous amount of money and 
property at this time .  But he died right there at the hous e also . And from 
what we , the descriptions we heard of  the type voice he had and all , i t  was pos
sible that he may have been the person we talked to . But my mother i s  a very 
det ermined , s tronger woman . She said , "Well they j us t  don ' t want us here , so 
we ' re gonna wait it out . We didn ' t come here to hurt anybody [ she laughs ] and 
we ' d  like the place, so we are going to stay .  Maybe after awhile they ' ll decide 
they like us . They ' ll put up with us here . "  This is exactly what we did . We 
lived there and we let them know that whoever was around or what ever was around , 
that we didn ' t want to be in fear of them , and we didn ' t want them to fear us . 
That we hoped we could work it out to be  congenial ,  because there was a large 
inves tment involved . So we did it . Things quieted down . Strange things still 
happened every now and then , voices , and knocking at the door . 

My father , my father f inally , by the way , over a period of two years , my 
father finally heard enough to convince him that there was something he couldn ' t  
exp lain in the house . Because he got up out o f  bed too many times and went to 
the door to answer someone that he couldn ' t see . 

( I  see . Now do your father and mother still live in the house? )  
N o  they have j ust recently moved . 
( I  s ee . They didn ' t move because of the • • •  ? ) 
No , be cause they finally became compatable wi th whatever was there . And there 

were time s that people , vis itors would comment and • • •  

(And is the house s till there ? )  
Yes . 
{And as far as you know , have people been living in the house1 ) 
I don ' t know this because they j ust recently within the last two months moved 

out . 
(Oh I s ee .  Very recently . )  
Ver recently . So I did no t know . 
(Before you moved there , where do you p eople come from? ) 
We ' re native to Orange County . 
(Oh, here? )  
We ' re native Floridians . 
(Yes , you ' re r ight from here . I see . I see . Now, did you ever have , any of 

you or your parents ever have any experience similar to this before that? )  
No thing that I would call s imilar . The only thing that we ever had , and the 

reason that we were aware , we believe that there are things that we don ' t under
s tand too well in the spirit world . Now , now my father won ' t tell you that . He 
will tell you that he doesn ' t  understand . But he don ' t like the word spirit . 
He obj ects to it  vio lently . But he did have to acknowledge the fact . I have a 
brother who is twenty- three years old ,  he was killed in an accident . And this 
was before they had moved to the property I was j us t  telling you about . 

And for some time after he was killed , he had a habit of walking up to the 
door and ring i t  [ b ell ] to the tune of " Shave and a haircut two bits . "  [ She 
actually sings th is ! ]  Ring the doorbell or he would pound with his two fists 
every time he come in and out of the door . It was j us t  a little ritual with him.  

(I  see . Well how ' d he  do  that ? Show me . )  
Well , if he was knocking on the door , he ' d  go [ she pounds her fists  rhythmi

cally - you can hear them! ] to make the pause there . It was easy to distinguish . 
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It  was his li ttle code for  letting us  know that he  was coming in and out and 
o ften he would do this on the doorbell . Sometime he would do both .  Because he 
was very mischevious , a great huge boy . And for some time after he had been 
killed we would s till get the signal thru the night or daytime . It didn ' t  seem 
to have any , particular pattern that we could distinguish . My father , my mother 
told my father about it several times . And he didn ' t believe it but eventually 
he heard i t .  He answered the door , looked , and went around the ground s .  So out
side of this [ sighs ] at the time they were living at another hous e , we don ' t know 
what the tie-up was . 

But ,  I really shouldn ' t tell this because it ' s  too prepos terous , but my mother 
had a beautiful red scarf that she was very fond o f . She wore it with white . 
She and my dad were going some place in the car one Sunday afternoon . And she 
said all of a sudden she looked down in her lap and there were pieces of i t  
[ laughs , seems a little embarrassed t o  tell this ] being snipped o f f  and falling 
into her lap . And she was driving , my mother was driving , so she didn ' t pay too 
much attention to it . 

(And you mean these p ieces were dropping into her lap ? )  
Yeah, my mother and father both saw i t .  
(And while she was driving? ) 
While she was driving the car . 
( Couldn ' t she , could she hear scissors or anything? )  
No , no . 
(Just  pie ces falling off as if they ' d been cut . )  
Falling o f f . I said , "Well , mother , were they ragged or frayed?"  You know 

sometimes when we tear a piece of  material you ' ll have frays . She said , "No , 
j us t  exactly as if a sharp knife or scissors had cut them o ff . "  [ She laughs 
again ! ] And she said , now father said ,  "Oh, Myrt ,  why you ' re crazy ! "  

( Did he see this ? )  
She told him and she said , "Well look over here in my lap . "  And so my dad 

turned and looked and sure enough there were pieces of  this scarf falling into 
her lap . And she said by the time , the trip took I think she said an hour or so , 
by the time they arrived she said [her lap evidently filled ! ] .  We laughed and 
teased her so until we all cried . But by the time they got there the scarf had 
been cut off  almo s t  to her chin . Said it looked like she almost had a bow tie . 
[Both laugh ( teacher and Hyatt) . ]  This was so wild we couldn ' t  believe it . She 
said,  "You come on upstairs and I ' ll show you what ' s  lef t  of it . "  And it had 
b een a long full scarf [ laughing ] .  

(Of all things . )  
I laughed and said , "Mother , you know my brother had certain things he liked 

and he didn ' t like . "  And I said , "He was so mischevious that ' s  j ust his way 
telling you he didn ' t like your tie . "  And my father ' s  so funny , you know. He 
saw what had happened . But it ' s  j us t  too much to comprehend . You can ' t  explain 
it . So now outside of these incidents , though , nothing unusual . 

(Have you ever had any personal experience? I mean, by yourself ? )  
Yes , but I don ' t think , I almost classify myself as a medium . But not until 

I was in my twenty ' s . And this comes and goe s with me .  
(Well  now, when did you first  sense this ? )  
With myself? 
(Yes . How old would you say you were? ) 
Oh, probably twenty-two . But I ' m aware of it maybe for three or four years 

or a year and six months . Then nothing for maybe three or four years . I t  has 
been almost  a year now . Well I can tell you some of  the things that happened in 
my new home . I have divorced and remarr ied in the last two years . And the man 
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that I ' m  married to isn ' t too aware of things . But he knows that I do say 
s trange things and tell s trange things that he has seen happen , you know , after 
I had told it . 

(What do you mean he ' s  aware? Does he know that you ' re a medium? ) 
No he didn ' t at firs t ,  i t ' s  j us t  that I would tell him the names o f  some o f  

the people he knew , or the ages , something that was going to happen . And at the 
t ime I would tell i t ,  there was no way I could know . 

(I  see . And what did he , what did he think about this ? )  
Well he ' s  a very broad-minded and intelligent person and to him he was inter

es ted rather than frightened . Which mos t  people are fr ightened when you tell 
them something they don ' t understand . Instead of  being frightened I found that 
he was extremely interested . 

(I  under s tand . )  
And this was new to him. Completely new . He had never been around anyone or 

discussed spiritualism or anything . I don ' t call myself a spiritualist and I 
really don ' t call myself a medium. 

(You ' re a spiritualis t ? )  
No , I say I don ' t call myself that . 
(Oh, you don ' t . )  
No , no , no , no . 
(Your father doesn ' t  like that word ? )  
No , no , no . And I ' m ,  I have no obj ections to it . I j us t  don ' t classify my-

s elf that way . 
(But you , you do say that you have at times medium power? )  
I have p sychic powers . 
(You have psychic powers at times . ) 
I don ' t know any o ther word to exp lain them. 
(Well now, does this power , is i t  like the bat tery here in this cassette that 

I ' m  not using? Does it  get s tronger sometimes ? )  
Well yes . 
( Then it ' s  weaker ? )  
Oh yes . 
(And can you f eel this • • •  ) 
Sometimes I feel things , sometimes I see i t ,  sometimes I hear it . I t  always 

comes to me this way , from this side [ demons trates ] . 
(Well wait a minute . That ' s  on your , that ' s  from uh • • • ) 
From the r ight s ide . 
( From the right side? Where ' s  i t  come to the right side of your head? ) 
Yes . 
(At any particular locality? ) 
No , I j us t  visualize it  or see or hear from the right side . 
(You see or hear i t  from the right side . ) 
Sometimes I see things . 
(Never from the left , never from the lef t side? ) 
No , never , never . 
( I  see . Can you give me an example? Give me an illus trat ion of something? )  
Well , the only thing that I can tell you i s  a lot o f  times when I some times , 

I ' m going to sleep . I first see a , a bright light . But it ' s  in a confined area . 
Something maybe like a light bulb shines in the dark. See? It glows and • • •  

( I  see . This happens at night or in the daytime? )  
No , it doesn ' t seem to make any difference when . 
(It doesn ' t make any difference . )  
I can be wide awake maybe even talking to someone . 
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( I  see . Well , would the room b e  dark or j ust the light , the l ight would j ust 
outshine everything? )  

Pos s ibly this is true . I 'm no t sure , I never even paid that much attent ion 
to it . But this is , you asked for an example , I will give you an example . 

(An example , yes , let me have an example . )  
I woke up one morning at about four o ' clock in the morning . And I ,  first  

of all  a glow . And then I saw my father-in-law become very , very desperately 
ill . I could see the pain in his face . And he was a man who didn ' t l ike to 
complain or talk . And he kind of got a grin to let me know that everything was 
all right , but that he was desperately ill . And he did die of a heart attack . 

I mean I saw it happen . So I was still s itting on the side of the bed and I ,  
I shook my husband . And woke him up and I said , "Now the phone is fixing to 
ring . "  I didn ' t see anybody about the phone . This was something that was im
printed or knowledgable to me . I have no explanat ion for the reason I did . And 
I said , "Don ' t  b e  alarmed , "  I said , "It ' s  your father , "  and I said , "he j us t  
passed away . "  And I said , "I  would rather tell you than the phone ring . And , 
you know, hear it that way . "  So I hadn ' t  even f inished the conversat ion when 
the phone did r ing . And I couldn ' t  move . I was too weak . 

And this is ano ther thing . I do become real weak somet imes , when I see 
things . So anyway . • •  

(Sometimes you become very weak af t er or during? ) 
No , I ' m not aware of it unt il afterwards .  
(Afterwards .  Not aware of it until afterwards ? )  
And he ran t o  the phone and I heard him scream ,  you know , "My dad is dead . "  
And two weeks later at the same almo s t  identical t ime [ a  warning ] presented 

itself to me in the same way . This was not even anyone that I was well acquain
ted with . It was an acquaintance , the father of a friend of the family . And I 
saw the same thing happened at the same time , the same way , and it was true in 
the same way . So then maybe a period of years will go by and I don ' t . • .  

( I  see . Do you ever , uh • • •  Have you ever sat for anyone? )  [What do I mean 
here? ] 

No . 
(This is all entirely personal? )  
Yes , and not even in my family too much , b ecause I think they realize a lot 

of  it . But like most people they ' d  rather not try to f igure things out . 
( I  see . I see . )  
Now, my husband , he knows , he teases me , sometimes calls me a witch . Because 

when I first met him I was operat ing under very , very s trong ESP . I don ' t  know 
what . 

( I  see . )  
But I would be  talking to people in groups and things would come to me . He ' s  

go ing to be  so-and-so of  age when he passes and he will be killed in a certain 
way or die in a certain way . Things j ust , j us t  a cons tant roll l ike a movie 
screen . 

(Did these things come suddenly? ) 
Yes . 
(They come suddenly . )  
Yes . 
(Does everything seem to be blacked out and then this comes in clear? ) 
No . No . 
(Or does it come gradually? ) 
Superimposed on something else as a rule . Other than the things in my s leep 

as I was speaking of . 
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(Are your pictures distinc t from the beginning? Or are they sort of  blurred , 
then they b ecome clear? ) 

Well , I guess the one • • •  
(You don ' t  change f rom one s tate to the o ther completely? All at  once as far 

as you know? ) 
No , I don ' t think so . 
(There ' s  a gradual changing ? ) 
Well I don ' t know . They j ust , I think they stop as suddenly as they come . 
( I  s ee . )  
But as far as its fading out , you know . No , I don ' t think so . 
( I  s ee . )  
And they are usually f leet ing [ recheck original cylinder ] .  
( I  s ee . )  
And once in a great while I get an extr emely depressed feeling . For ins tance , 

I knew my b rother was going to b e  killed before he was killed . And I grieved and 
grieved and carried it so long unt il I couldn ' t s tand i t  anymore . And I think my 
mo ther had this too , but she ' s like I am , she doesn ' t  talk about it too much . 
But I finally had to go to my mother and tell her that I couldn ' t  s tand it . I 
walked the f loors at night . I couldn ' t sleep , I couldn ' t eat for three weeks . 
I knew he was going to be killed . 

(Jus t a moment . )  [To  teacher . ]  
(How much have we on there? ) [ To Mr . Cubby . ] 
CUBBY About f ive minu tes . 
(Wil l you go out and get another cassette?  I think we only had this one s ide 

here . You b etter get a ninety [minutes ] they ' r e in that sack . 
CUBBY They ' re in some kind of sack . 
(They were in one of  tho s e  sacks . You ' ll f ind them . ) 
[ Mr .  Cubby l eaves . ]  
( I  was going to ask you [Teacher ] something else [ before the interruption ] .  

Wait a minute !  [ I  want to  record a note . ] 
( I  j us t  sent Clarence out t o  get another cassette . ) 
( There was something I was go ing to [ ask you before the interruption ] .  Have 

you had any , you look thoroughly heal thy phys ically , have you had any phys ical 
ailments of any sort in the last few years ? )  

Not unt il about four , about four months ago I found out I d o  have a very 
ser ious heart cond t ion . 

(You have a heart condition? ) 
Yes , but this is  something new .  I have not had i t  chronically . This j ust 

developed . 
(And did you go to a heart [ specialis t ] ?  What did you do? Firs t  you went 

to • • • ) 
I went for a check up . Six months b efore I had gone for a checkup I had an 

EKG and everything . I was in perfect health . So I had one as a routine check
up because it was required for my insurance and so forth . And found that I had 
a very serious hear t  condition and I ' m  under medicat ion now for th is .  But I ' m 
feeling f ine . But without the medication I would b e  in bad shape . 

( I  see . I s ee . Now before this you had no trouble at all as far as you 
know? ) 

· 

Oh no . 
(This news came to you as sort of  a shock? ) 
Right . 
(As your heart was in bad shap e ,  d id he have any suggestion to make that it  

had been , was a condit ion he thought long s tanding? Or something recent ? )  
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No , he thought , he , he feels and has asked me many ques tions about what he 
thought might have brought me to this condition as if an emotional uh • • •  

(That ' s  why , that ' s  what I 'm trying to get at . )  
• • •  s train • • •  
(That ' s  what I 'm trying to clear . ) 
• • •  could have produced this , b ecause I had the same test  j us t  months before 

and my heart was in good shape . 
(Another doc tor did tha t ? )  
Yes . Ano ther doctor gave me a clear b ill . 
(A month before? ) 

Well no t a month before but four or f ive or six months b efore . 
(So  then that would have been about eight or nine months ago . ) 
Right , from this time back . 
(With the firs t doctor . Now, were both these doctors ordinary prac tit ioners ? ) 
Yes . Well no , you couldn ' t ,  one ' s a gyne cologist and the other is uh , M . D .  
(Who was the gynecologis t ? ) 
The f irst doctor . 
(The first doctor . )  
Whom I go t  a c lear b ill from . 
(Why d id you go to him? ) 
Well , why did I go to him? He was my doctor that I had for years and years 

and years . 
(Oh I see . I s ee . )  
I ,  I am suscep tible  to extreme headaches . 
(Oh , I see . ) 
And he had treated me for these . 
(How long , how long have you had these headaches? ) 
Oh , all my adul t  life . 
(All your adul t  l ife . You never , you never had any headaches as a growing • •  ? ) 
Child? Oh no . 
(Did you have any , your medical his tory , adolesc ence up to your marriage . 

How was that? Did you have any trouble? ) 
Fine . No . 
(No? Good . I see . I see . )  
I was a very healthy girl and I ' m very healthy now except that when I had • • •  
(Well you certainly look healthy . )  
Yes . [Laughs . ]  I ' m very active , I ' m very energetic . 
( I  s ee . )  
And I j ust  take care o f  myself .  And I feel f ine . 
( I  see . You have , have you ever tried to work out any explanat ions for this 

condition you have? Have you read any books on ESP , anything o f  that  sort? ) 
Very , very , very f ew .  
( I  s ee . )  
If I can get hold of  something scient if ic • • •  
{Mm hm . ) 
• • •  or by someone that I respect . 
( I  s ee . ) 
Uh ,  I ' m interested in it . And I read it . But I have very little time . It  

is a fasc inating subj ect to me b ecause , no t b ecause , I ' ve j ust accepted the 
things that have happened to me . 

(I  see . ) 
And the things that I ' ve seen and felt , uh , no t with fear or anything , but at 

t imes it  got to be  annoying , because I ' d had somebody hurdling books off  my 
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shelves at  night and weird things l ike this happening for a couple of years . 
But , uh , as far as myself is concerned uh , I became interes ted when I s tarted 
dat ing this man who was a medium . 

(Oh he was a med ium. ) 
Oh yes . And he had such fasc inating powers you wouldn ' t  b elieve . But I have 

seen them . I ' ve watched him - for instance in my living room one night . We 
were watching T . V . and my whole family was there , and were all talking , and all 
of a sudden , he gets these very weak spells , and the sweat poured off of him and 
he asked for a pencil and paper . And he sits there and writes . This is why Duke 
Univers ity was so interested in him .  

(Now wait a minute . How much • • • ? )  [Hyatt again asks Mr . Cubby about tape 
t ime . ] 

CUBBY You ' ve s t il l ,  she ' s  got about four minutes . 
( I  wondered about Duke Univers ity . Did he go up to Duke Univers ity? ) 
Many times . He went every , uh , let ' s  see he usually went in summer . Evident

ly they have a summer session . I b el ieve he went in the summer and then he d id 
go several fall sessions . And would stay for a period of  s ix months at a time . 
He has done this for years . 

(Where d id he work - whom did he work with? You know? ) 
Was it Rhine?  
(Rhine . )  
Rhine is the only name that comes to my mind . But he would write in foreign 

languages that he did not know . He had only had high school education . And he 
would take these , he would save these letters and take them to Duke with him . 
And they could interpret these letters . 

(Did he , did he at any t ime ,  of course I dont know , this is ent irely out of 
my f ield . I don ' t know what they ask up at Duke , but d id he at any t ime receive 
any letters ? Did he know where they came from? ) 

No , he only received the vibration , the messages . He p icked up the messages 
by vibrat ion . He wrote down what he - oh , and this is another s trange thing . 
He didn ' t write them out , you know, in a long hand . But they were always coded , 
and somet imes three or four pages long , sometimes a page long . 

(Well ,  did he decode them? ) 
He didn ' t ,  he didn ' t  even attemp t to ' cause he d idn ' t know what they were . 

He didn ' t  know what they were saying or supposed to say . He had nothing , [ no ]  
interpretat ion of it . 

(Did they decode these  up at Duke? ) 
Yes ,  they were able to . Sometimes they were in Greek and Lat in , very compli

cated [ ? ] .  Sometimes it was poetry , things o f  this nature , apparently from a pro
fessional type person . 

[ S ince my informant has mentioned the names Duke University and Rhine , both 
well known , let me say what is obvious , I have no way or reason to check the 
truth of the preceding information about them . My informant could be mistaken 
or her medium friend a fraud , perhaps deluded . Both may be hones t  about exper
iences . S ince these  volumes of HOODOO are much concerned with the psychic worl� 
I merely report b el iefs and manifestations about spirit s . Whether informant is 
telling the truth , lying or making up things , I have discussed in the Introduc
tion volume 5 . ] 

(Well ,  as long as you ' ve b een so confident ial with me about that , af ter my 
wife ' s  death , I found some letters [notes ] that she had written ,  and I think 
this was before I met her . She had had quite an experience . Her f irst husband 
d ied and she wrote a series of automatic letters [notes ] . At the moment I ' ve 
forgotten how many there are . I would say maybe ten , eleven or twelve ; I don ' t  
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know . I think they ' re great psychological documents [ if you know their back
ground . ]  I was very much inclined to put them in a separate appendix to that 
work I did up there but I was so t ired when that book was completed . I worked 
on that for years . Those two volumes . [ I  am speaking about the f irst  two vol
umes of HOODOO. ] That ' s  tremendous work . ) 

I guess so . I guess so . 
(And the Introduction , I have a long Introduction in there . I t ' s  not satis

factory because it doesn ' t ,  it says - one way it says what I wanted to be said , 
but in ano ther way I had a lot of technical problems , I wanted to  talk about I 
d id not put in there . )  

Uh huh . 
(And the fact is I ' m going to , as soon as I get b ack to real work again , I 

want to begin to put these notes together so that I can really write a proper 
Introduction for those two volumes . )  [Here I have no idea of  a third volume ! ] 

Have you put any interpretation on them yourself ? 
[ I  thought she meant the two volumes ! ]  
(No, my business  of  course is no t to interpret . )  
No , but you know of some of her personal things . [ She is more interested in 

the letters or notes . ]  
(Have you here in S t . P etersburg , have you met any people who have medium 

powers? )  
No . 
(You never tried to s eek out any of them? ) 
No . No . 
( I  see . Have you ever gone to a fortuneteller ? )  
No . 
( I  see . Have you ever gone to a spiritualist church? ) 
Yes , only twice . 
(Here in S t .  Petersburg ? )  
Wel l  no . 
(Or out in o ther places . )  
You ' ve heard of Casa Dega? 
(Yes , yes . [ I  have completely forgot ten about what it was . ] I see . And was 

there any particular reason why you went ? )  
Yes . Through this acquaintance of mine . I told you about , from Duke Univer

s ity , because there were very interes t ing speakers there from New York and places, 
and when we knew they were going to be there we went . 

( I  see . Who at Duke was handling , who was his go-between? ) 
The only name that comes to me is Rhine . And this is the only name that I can 

rememb er . 
( I  see . In o ther words , your husband always went up there ; no one came to see 

him where • • •  [ he lived ] . )  
This wasn ' t my husband . This was during the period I was d ivorced and I was 

j us t  dating this man . 
(Oh , oh , you were • • •  ) 
Uh huh . This was not my husband . 
( I  see . Uh huh . This man that you met . And is he still going up to Duke 

University? ) 
Oh yes . 
(You s till know him? I mean • • •  ) 
No , I haven ' t  had any contact with him now for about three years . 
( I  see . But he ' s  probably , I know they have a great , a great many people go 

up there . I do know that . )  
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He , I will tell you something weird about him .  When h e  would be  at Duke 
University and if he was coming back through town ,  he would let us know in some 
way at home . My oldest daughter , for instance , one night was awakened by h im 
calling . Not me , he didn ' t  contact me . And he , she could hear him calling . Or 
sometimes all the books on the book case would be  hurled across the living room 
floor and we would j us t  laugh and say , "Well , he ' s coming back in town . "  Evi
dent ly he ' s  through at Duke Univers ity for now . " [ She laughs . ]  And he would 
come b ack , he would be  back the next day or so . And I said , "Why in the name of 
heaven can ' t you j us t  call me on the t e l ephone ; you don ' t have to throw my books 
around or s care my daughter out of her wit s , "  you know . And he would laugh and 
he said , "This is more int eresting , you know . " 

(Did he claim to do that? ) 
Oh yes . 
(Oh he claimed he d id that • • •  ) 
Oh yes , he could start a mo tor that was completely dead . And he could j us t  

stand there • • •  
(Did he say how he did it? Did he concentrate ? )  
Right . 
(Did he concentrate upon you people • • •  ) 
Oh yes • 

• • •  ( and try to work his will , use his will-power in connec t ion • •  ? )  
He connec ted to give us messages . He didn ' t try to control any of  our 

actions . No . 

(Not contro l  your actions but try to ge t in touch with you ? )  
Yes . 
(And give you a mes sage ? )  
And did . 
( I  see . I s ee . Did you know anything about his background ? )  
No . 
( I  mean had he always had th is gift or • • •  ? )  
He said he was twelve years o ld and the f irst thing that he ever knew that 

his fa ther ' s  automob ile , his father was a Baptist , an ordained Baptist minis ter . 
And of course you know how his father feels about this thing , like mos t  peop le 
And so he kept mos t  of it to himself . And he said he was twelve years o ld and 
was standing by his father ' s  automob ile and it wouldn ' t s tart , they had car 
trouble . And he s tood there and concentrated on that , by sheer will power , men
tal power some way . Anyway , he s tarted the motor revolving , or what ever you 
wanna call it . And he d id s tar t the motor and has b een ab le to do this ever 
since . With almost any kind of  machinery . Or s top it in the same manner . I ' ve 
seen him do it or I would be reluc tant to mention it . 

(Did your mother see things or hear things when you were a child? Did your 
mother ever have any • •  ? )  

I don ' t know that she did when I was a child . But I have l ived in Philadel
phia and S t . Louis and nor thern Minneapolis and nor thern cities , and I would 
receive a telephone call from her and she would say , I know s o-and-so-and-so is 
happening because I saw it or felt it or heard it . And she ' s  usually bat a 
thousand , it was really , you know , wha tever she was concerned about would be 
happening . 

(Do you feel like you could have inherited or that unintentionally without 
noticing it that you acquired this , a gift or this facility through your mother ? 
Or is it a separate , is it a separate entity? ) 

I really don ' t know . 
(Uh huh . )  
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I don ' t know , uh • • •  

(You never thought about it one way or the other . )  
Yes , I have thought about it but , if she , I don ' t think hers was as s trong 

as mine although a lot of t imes there are • • •  [voice fades - machine no ises ] .  
(What? ) [Hyatt not hearing asks - (Dyel) . ]  
• • •  a lo t of  t imes the impression we ' d  both get were coordinated . We ' ll both 

come up , for instance , for my brother . I told you that I knew he was going to 
b e  killed . I knew he wasn ' t  going to die . But I knew he was going to be killed 
in some manner although I surely didn ' t know how . And when I went to talk to my 
mother about it she had the same thing , the same impress ion and was convinced of 
the same thing . And it did happen a short t ime after • • • •  It  was an acc ident . It  
wasn ' t  an illness .  

(Have you ever had the f eeling any time in your life that someone was trying 
to do something to you? Or make you do something you d idn ' t want to do ? )  

No , never . 
(Have you ever felt , now as Mr . 

have b een happening to us . I lost 
things would happen . Somebody put 
thing like that? ) [Anyone putt ing 
too , I would say . ] 

Cubby and I have felt 
my car key , all sorts 
a hoodoo spell on us . 
a spell on me is j us t  

al l sorts of  things 
of things . Little 

You ' ve never felt any
talk , with Mr . Cubby 

I can ' t say that , no because I don ' t think my luck runs bad in ser ies or any
thing like that . I can tell you some mischievous things that happened that I 
chalk up to my brother ' s  vibrat ion or spirit or whatever . 

(Well now , let  me hear that . )  
For ins t ance • • •  

[Mr . Cubby interrupts . Will  we mis s  my brother 's vibration? ]  
CUBBY We j us t  d id one s ide . 
(We did one s ide . This is the second side . We did one s ide altogether . This 

is the second side of a tape . This is a second s ide , a continuation of the 
teacher . )  

( In the f irs t place before we go ahead , you are a teacher? ) 
Yes . 
(What do you usually t each , as a rule? Grade s chool teacher? )  
Well I have , I was principal in [ name unc lear ] b efore I came here . We had up 

to the sixth grade . And I have taught my , uh [ something? ] pre-s choo l ,  which is 
what I ' m doing with several girls now [ this summer ] . 

(What kind of school? ) 
Pre-school .  
(Oh , pre-school .  That ' s  wonderful . I think that pre-school is very impor

tant . )  
Well it ' s  that to me . As I say it is my favorite and I have had experience 

with children up to the 6 th grade . But this is my love . 
(Because there is where they ' re made or ruined before they ever go to s chool  

at  all . )  
They have such percept ive minds and if we can give them something to live 

with • • •  

(They ' re made or broken before they ever go to schoo l . )  
You ' re right . 
(And of course one thing is , if they don ' t have the proper psychological 

background and physiologica l ,  as far as food and shelter is concerned , they ' re 
going to be • • • ) 

I t  takes both . 
(Yes , they ' re going to b e  ruined before they get here [ in preschoo l ] . ) 
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They need all kinds of  nourishment . 
( I ' ve always said the best teachers should b e  r ight down at the bottom . ) 
I t ' s  too bad people do no t realize this , because they ' re going to , if you 

have given them something to cope with in this world when they ' re smal l  then 
[ two uncertain words ] aren ' t going to be quite as impor tant as they ' re older 
as when they ' re young and forma t ive . 

(They mus t  learn to make j udgements . )  
Right . 
(At the moment ,  the thing is , all of  us are being brainwashed . )  
Lack of leadership , people can ' t think for themselves anymore . 
(They don ' t think f or themselves , they ' ve been brainwashed . )  
Right . 
(Now there is something I was going to ask you • • •  ) 
[ Fortunately we now return to her brother I had forgotten about . ]  
I was going to g ive you an example o f  mis chievous things . 
(Oh yes ,  what your brother did to you . )  
I didn ' t feel that anybody ever put a curse on me . 
(Yes . )  
And although I ' m not sure that I don ' t believe it can ' t be  done . 
(Yes . )  
I don ' t know about it . 
(Yes , yes . )  
I have no s trong opinion , but there was a per iod  of  about 3 days my windshield 

visor and my mirror would j ust be flipped continously until it  was an aggravat ion. 
And I had it checked , there was nothing wrong with the screws or the bolts or a 
anything else and when I ' d  be  driving along all of a sudden the mirror would 
f l ip to night . You know you ' d  have a day and night [ s ide ] . 

(Yes , we ' ve had , we ' ve j ust got to  have ours f inished • • •  repaired , another 
hoodoo bus iness . )  [Both laugh . ]  

And there was nothing wrong with it you know? And at the same time all sorts 
o f  little weird things . I was j us t  dating my present husband , see , and I receiv
ed a let ter and he says , "What ' re you do ing to me? " He says , "I . . •  " He works 
for a ut ility company in town .  And he said , "Somebody keeps turnin ' on , [ she 
laughs ] they have a two-way radio on the truck . He said , "Somebody keeps turnin' 
the radio on when I have it off . And when I have it off  they turn it on . "  And 
he had witnesses to it , some o f  the people he was working with . [ Hyatt laughs . ]  
And I laughed because I was going through this in my own , in a different county 
even , see? And my air conditioner would be working b eaut ifully and all of a sud
den it  would click off . You could hear it  click off . The controls would be o f� .  
So  I went and I had it checked . They said , "I  don ' t know what ' s  the mat t er with 
your air conditioner . There ' s  nothing wrong with this air conditioner . " I said , 
"Well the s illy thing is j us t  temperamental . " S o  all this worked together and 
was affecting two people in different p laces although we were connected . And 
that j ust mischievous type things but no • • •  

(Have you ever tried to get an explanat ion for any of these things ? )  
No , no t really . 
(Wel l  I , of  course ,  am a very skept ical person . I don ' t say that things • • •  ! 

mean I have to know if the door begins to open and close I have to go over to  
see what it is . [ Something] or whether it ' s my eyes , something of that sort . )  

[ I  did no t tell them that this was an actual experience before my marriage 
while s t ill living in lodgings on Wellington Square , Oxford , England . Late one 
night when reading for p leasure , I happened to see the door of my livingroom 
slowly open and c lose a mere fract ion of  an inch , doing this several t imes . 
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Without taking my eyes  off the door , I walked over to invest igate . The door re
mained closed and s t ill locked . The supernatural? Nonsense ! Fatique? Eyes ? 
You take a guess , ]  

(Now I had an experience two nights ago . I was probab ly j us t  a lit tle bit 
nervous , I don ' t know . And I kept my , I keep my bedroom door locked , and I 
thought I ' ll l eave the light on in the living room . And I turned on the l ight 
and s tarted back to the bedroom and the light went out . )  [ Hyat t laughs . ]  

Mm hm . 
( S o  I went back in and it came on again . So I j us t  screwed the bulb back 

in . )  
Mm hm . 
( I t  was a weak connection , that sort of thing . Now that ' s  • • •  ) 
Often many thing s are explainable . 
(They are exp lainab le a lot of times . )  
You ment ioned , did I invest igate . I invest igated as far as checking the nuts 

and bo lts . Things that I can see and do myself . As far as s i t t ing down worry
ing about it and wondering what caused it . No . I laugh them off  and go on , be
cause when that ' s  gone something else will come . 

(How many children have you now? ) 
I have two g irls at home . The o ther children are grown . 
( I  see . )  
I have one in high s chool and one in j unior high . 
( I  see .  Have any of  the children tendencies like yours? ) 
No . 
( I  mean do they see things or hear things or • • •  ? )  
The only thing that I can say about my children , my oldes t daughter , this 

f riend of mine would contact when he was coming to town . And she would tell me . 
When she was a child , this pas t by the time she was able to talk prolifically ,  

she could s ee into clos ets and through packages . I t  didn ' t mat ter how they were 
bundled and wrapped , or where they were s tored . And she would stand at the door 
and tel l  you she wanted so-and-so-and-so . And I would say , "Well , what do you 
want? " "You know that , "  oh , let ' s  say a do ll , "that doll up there . "  And I said , 
"There ' s  no do ll up there . "  And she said , "But it is , it ' s  in that box . "  Only 
this was in baby lingo . "In the box in the so-and-so colored paper . "  And maybe 
the box would be inside the paper bag or this and that and the other . And the 
child had no way to know there was a dol l  up there . This happened s everal times 
when we were vis iting Iowa . We were spending Chris tmas there . 

And she had thes e gifts that they brought  in and put on the closet shelf . And 
she hadn ' t even been home when they were brought home . Had not been with us when 
we shopped . And she s tood there and named of f these things she could s ee in the 
dark and I think often small children do . I noticed they get along better in the 
dark than adults . But this  seemed to las t with her until she was in school and 
then tapered off  to nothing . 

(Yes , I see . ) 
I don ' t believe she ' s that way at all anymore . 
(Have you ever known anyone that has thought he had a spell put on him? Have 

you ever known of anyone? )  
No . Except in high s chool there was a g irl that we were all very fond o f .  

She was the captain of the softball team and so  forth . Happy-go-lucky type of 
gir l .  But every so often she would come into school s t ill crying , with her eyes 
swollen and j us t  be  a complete total wreck and I would say , "Kitty what in the 
world is wrong with you? "  "My grandmother p u t  a voodoo on me , "  she would say . 

(Was it a white girl1 ) 
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Yes . 
(Put a voodoo on her? ) 
Yes . And uh • • •  
(Now where was this?  Where did this happen? ) 
This was At lanta , Georgia in high schoo l .  
(Oh , Atlanta , Georgia in high school . )  
And this was from an educated family , they weren ' t illiterate people at all . 

And I said , "Kitty there ' s  no such thing . You know you don ' t believe it . "  
And yet she would go on and tell me little bad things that happened to her . 

She would have d ispleased her grandmother . Her mother and father were dead , I 
think . And her grandmo ther was rais ing j us t  she and her s is t er . 

(Tell me the whole s tory . This is very int erest ing . )  
Well , I don ' t know too much about it excep t that I felt very s orry for her 

because she would be upset for 2 or 3 days and she would j us t  really be almo s t  
hys t erical . And she would say ,  "Well , I know I ' m going to  g e t  hUl't b efore the 
day is over . "  Of course , this is a psychological thing where she could have done 
it herself after so long a t ime . But she would tell me how her dolls caught f ire 
and things l ike of  this nature . 

(Mm hm . )  
And I had no way o f  checking up and my family had always told us that things 

l ike that were something you read about . They didn ' t exis t ,  you know? 
(Her dolls caught fire? ) 
Yes . 
(Did they burn? ) 

Mm hm . That ' s  what she t o ld me . 
(How old was she at  the time when the do ll • • • ? )  
At this t ime she was about 13 . 
(And she never said how her grandmo ther had put a spell on her? ) 
Yes , she said she used dolls and s tuffed pins in them and things like this . 
(And what • • •  she took the dolls and stuck pins into the dol ls ? )  
They were voodoo dolls . 
(Voodoo? ) 
That ' s  the f irs t ,  my f irs t exper ience or introduction to anything concerning 

voodoo . 
(You mean the grandmo ther had dolls • • • ) 
Right . 
(And she s t uck p ins into the doll? ) 
Mm hm . 
(Well ,  how did she know the grandmother wasn ' t  doing it  agains t somebody else?) 
Wel l ,  the grandmother was displeased with her and told her she would put a 

curse on her . 
(Oooooh ! )  [ A  long drawn out , ooooh . ] 
The grandmo ther told her . She l ived with her grandmother . 
(Oh , then she d id have a curse put on her then , if her grandmo ther told her 

that ! )  
As far as she was concerned she sure did . And her sister also . There were 

t imes when her older s is ter would b e  ups e t  and , wel l ,  they told you , "Well , "  
she said , " I can ' t tell you s ome of the things that happened . "  You know she 
was j us t  concerned about it . They were very real to her whatever it was . 

(As a teacher what would you advise in a s ituation like that ? Where would 
a child go like that to explain his home s ituat ion? ) 

You mean regard ing • • •  ? 
(Yes . Where do you go? I mean what court is going to  take into cons iderat ion, 
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hoodoo has b een • • •  it ' s  illegal . I mean there is no law . ) 
I don ' t think you are going to get very much attent ion to i t ,  do you? In my 

experiences as a teacher for years , thes e are things that people really rather 
no t discuss  and really rather say than it is something else . 

(But it does , but it does go on . )  
Oh , i t  does go on . 
( I t ' s  amazing how much of  this does go on . )  
Yes , it does . 
(And these children they could have their lives ruined by this sort of thing . )  
Why she was an emotional wreck . 
(Yes , and whether the grandmother d id this sort of thing , of  course I don ' t 

know . S ome t imes the grandmother may be  a little queer in the head . )  
I t  didn ' t matter whether she did them or no t because she convinced these 

children that she was doing it . 
(The girls thought she did . )  
As I said even though the grandmo ther may not have b een able phys ically or by 

power to put a curse on them , she had them in such a state of mind they could 
have hurt themselves . 

(That ' s  r ight . )  
S o  I would never say it can ' t be done . 
(And those  girls some day are going to bring up o ther girls and they ' re go ing 

to have the same problems . A vicious cycle . )  
They will either be more vicious with their children or they will maybe b e  

over pro tect ive . They could g o  one way or the other . 
(That ' s  r ight . )  
They ' re not going to b e  in between • • •  
(Yes . )  
• • •  and they ' re no t going to be very open minded about it  probably . 
(No , no . )  
I ' ve heard many tales but this is [my ]  only personal experience . 
(Have you ever heard , have you ever heard of any other tale . I mean not a 

personal one , but I mean some story that someone has told about someone having 
a s imilar experience ? )  

Mm .  Yes , but not personal enough to repeat it , j us t  • • •  
(What was it about? ) 
The only thing that I ever heard about and this was an acquaintance that I 

did no t know the parties involved .  And the sister was j us t  wither ing and griev
ing away because she knew someone had put a ,  supposedly put a curse on her and 
there was property to be inherited by the person that put the grief on her . 

( I  see . )  
She did grieve herself , in other words , she withered away . 
( I  s ee . )  
And she did die and the o ther person did inherit the property . [Laughs . ]  

[Have you noticed these bracketed "laughs ? " ) And there ' s  no legal recourse there 
because • • •  

(No , you can ' t prevent a thing • • • • Did this s is ter go to the doctor? ) 
No , no , No . [Unclear . ]  • 

(A hoodoo doctor? )  
No , she didn ' t go but someone had supposedly had been able to do i t  to her . 
( I  see . ) 
No , she didn ' t go to anybody . 
( I  wonder , have you ever been to a psychiatris t ? )  [ Here it is at las t ! )  
No , but I have dated , I ' ve dated a psychiatrist and we talked many t imes . 
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(Was he the common psychiatris t who kidded that he needed a psychiatris t ? ) 
[Hyatt laughs . ]  

Well I think mos t  of  them do after they practice a while anyway . I wouldn ' t  
put him in that category . I would say this about him ,  he was very open-minded 
and broad-minded . 

( I  think he should be  open-minded and should have a sense of humor . )  
Uh huh . ) 
(No t that there ' s  anything humorous about it . )  
He didn ' t try to put everything in a category as many of them did . To say 

that if  you believed one thing that meant you were so-and-so . He was not the 
type of person . 

(Yes , yes . In o ther words , it wasn ' t  a pigeon- ho le psyaho Zogy . Here you 
come to me , here ' s  the prob lem and I p ick out , well that ' s  number 8 or it ' s  num
ber 35 . That is no t the answer because each one has an individual problem . ) 

That ' s  how I felt . We used to sit  and talk for hours about it and he seemed 
to be very interested in things that we have no s c ientific answer for . 

(Do you think a psychologis t could help in this sort of  thing ? )  
You mean where somebody had put a spell or a curse on another person? 
(Yes . )  
I t  would depend too much on the individual , their background and so forth . 
(Well , I think in the first place you would have to know a whole lot about 

the atmosphere of  the spell-put t ing . If  you j us t  get it out of a boo� a lot 
of  these things • • •  ) 

I s tarted to say , what would a psychologis t know about it ? 
(That ' s  r ight . )  
He would have to know the child from, the person from infancy , the persons 

that were involved with him • • •  

(And all the social background around him . ) 
And he would have to have experienced something in this l ine as far as the 

voodoo ritual and all himself • • •  

(Yes . )  
• • •  to be an author ity on it . So I would be reluctant to refer anybody to a 

psychologis t . 
( I  see . Have you ever known the name of any , what would you call them'l 

Wit ch doctors or that sort o f  thing'l )  
No , huh uh . 
(I ' ve now I ' ve talked to one or two [ here in S t . Petersburg ] .  Some of  

them are good . Some [ in my complete experience ] are rather clever . I won ' t say 
they are s carce as hen ' s teeth but they are diff icult to get  near . )  

Well they have an edge on you [ she laughs ] they know some things you don ' t 
know , see? They may know your name b efore you get there . [ Bo th laugh . ]  

(Well , we are j ust  b eg inning to break the ice , it takes some time . )  
Let me ask you a question • • •  

(Yes . )  
• • •  now s ince you have met some of  them , do you think they use their powers in 

a pos itive way rather than always a negative way? Or do you think mos t  of it is 
negativism? 

(Well , I think this , I think like everything else , I think you will have to 
put them in two categories . Those that are fakes and those that believe in what 
they say . )  

Well , leaving the fakes aside , what do you think? They do use their power in 
a good way sometimes or • • •  ? 

(I think mos t  of  them do . What they call good ways , rather negative . But as 
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one o f  them down in New Orleans said to me , said , "Sometimes you have to do 
d irty work in order to do good work . " )  

Ac comp l ish the good work . 
(Now , of course , that depends upon what you ' re doing . )  
Wel l  that person is interpreting what ' s good or bad • • •  

(Yes . )  
• • •  and if he has a good mind

�
--

�
--

��
--------

�
-

(Yes , in other words , they all play God a t  times . )  

4 6 0 7  

Right , they ' re deciding who needs the favors and who needs to b e  punished . 
(And I know in the old days , as I said about my father- in-law although he  

didn ' t know what he was doing • • •  ! never knew the man , he  was s t ill alive but he 
was in the hospital with cancer . I never knew him . He was a very ab le man , but 
an o ld tyrant in a way . I mean this is it . He was an Irishman , he was born in 
Ireland . He worked his way up from the bottom .  When you work your way u p  from 
the bottom you are inclined to be a l it tle  bit , you don ' t see any , you don ' t ex
cuse the o ther fellow ' s weakness because you have fought you way up to the top . )  

Righ t ,  you ' ve done all the taking you ' re going to . 
[Hyatt laughs . ]  ( So this problem ,  for examp le , in connection with my wife , 

she was the oldes t child and the daughter • • •  ) [ Someone knocks at the door . ]  
(Yes , come in . )  [ Someone opens door and says something but is too far from 

microphone to be audible . (Mrs . Dyel . )  Doub tless ly a member of  the teacher ' s 
s taf f . (Hyatt . ) ] . 

(Thanks for checking in on her . You ' re quite wise , we might have run away 
with her . [ Laughs . ]  I think it ' s  a good idea always to check wha t ' s  going on 
because I have had some tremendous experiences . I ' ve never been frightened at 
all . I would say once I was frightened [ s tunned would be better ] when I had a 
run-in wi th the police over in Memphis . I was working in a colored ho tel gett ing 
this material from the and the doctors and you don ' t tell these f ellows 
[ po licemen ] , "Now lis ten , I ' m not taking any [money ] • • •  ! have a legal right to 
be here if I want to , thi s is a free country . "  Because they would beat you up 
and say I was res is ting arres t . )  

It ' s  no t really a very free country anymore . 
(No , it isn ' t and I was one of  the f irst persons to do this type of work . I 

worked in negro homes and negro hot els . I felt that if I ' m going to • • •  well , I 
d id with the white people also . I f elt  that if I want a favor from these p eople 
I ' ll go where they live , you s ee . )  

I suppose they think from a white person you are going to come nearer get
t ing the truth . A white person may feel compelled to garnish things a l it tle 
bit  and make it more presentab le ,  you know . 

(Even somet imes when they are going to [ tell the truth ] people garnish it 
with folklore , in terms o f  psycho logical act ions which are true . Do you see 
what I mean? ) 

Uh huh . 
(Although they ' re exact  details . I ' ve had many stor ies told t o  me that are 

folk s tories , b een in folk s tories for a couple hundred years and yet the fellow 
told this about his old unc le , you see . ) 

Uh huh . 
( I t  was in pioneer times and he came up and here was this empty log cabin so 

he s tayed in it for the night and in the nigh t  a man came and said , "Follow me 
and I ' l l show you where money is buried . "  Well that theme appears in many 
stor ies . )  

Uh huh . 
(Now , he isn ' t lying . He heard the s tory as a boy and he ' s  confused it , he 
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thinks it was about his uncle . See what I mean? ) 
Uh huh, yes . 
(Now these stories , again this is a f ield for the expert . I s imply record 

them, you see . ) 
[ For folktale personalized , see s tory of  Willie Glenn, uncle of preceding in

formant Mrs . Davis . This was told in connection with Doator Buz zard , Willies 
escape f rom the gallows , and a memorial pole in Quincy , Florida - see pp . 454 3 ,  
line 24 to 4546 , line 30 , volume 5 . ] 

Yes . 
(Of course ,  I have my own opinions about things and here and there I ' ll ex

press a personal opinion . Now is there anything further you want to contribute 
to this conversation? ) 

No , I think that ' s  about all I have to say about this but I ' ll tel l  you about 
something s trange that ' s  happened in the last nine months where I live now . 

(Oh , I see . )  
We bought a b eautiful new home on the south s ide o f  town and to my knowledge 

there ' s  never been a death there or anything else , b ecause in talking to the 
neighbors they ' ve f illed us in on people who had lived there previously . 

( I  see . Did you ask to b e  f illed in or did they j us t  volunteer? ) 
Just  volunteered , neighborly chat . We had b een there poss ibly two months and 

I was in bed one evening and in the middle of the night , I ' m guess ing , maybe 
1 : 00 o ' clock . I heard these children giggling and laughing and as I told you 
I have two daughters at home and they each had their own bedroom . 

(Oh yes . )  
And they continued and I thought what in the world are those g irls doing up 

this late . S o  I looked at  the clock and it was a late hour and I got up out of 
the bed and they were s t i ll chatter ing and laughing away . It sounded like girls 
voices or young b oys . I would have supposed they were about the age o f  my chil
dren . I went into the hal l ,  they were each in their own bed sound asleep . So  I 
looked up and down the s treets to s ee if there was a car parked or kids walking 
in the street or something . No . So I went back to b ed and maybe a week or two 
later , the same thing occurred about the same time . I checked the girls again . 
No thing . It  happened the third time and it  woke up my husband and he heard it 
and asked me to go see what in the world the g irls were doing up that time of 
the evening . Same thing , nothing . And this was in the wintertime , the windows 
were closed , you know . 

(Uh hum . )  
So  in the spring we were s it t ing in the living room facing , we have a s creen

ed in porch with windows coming into the living room . We were s itting there and 
we heard these kids laughing and chattering . It  sounded like outs ide , j us t  out 
the door . So we waited and waited and they d idn ' t come in . [ Someone knocks 
again to tell her she is wanted on the telephone . She asks who it  is and t ells 
them she will  call her back . ] And so  they didn ' t come in and they didn ' t knock 
and in a few minutes my husband said , "Don ' t worry they ' ll come on in in a min
ute . "  So we heard the door open and they s tood on the porch . And I said , "Oh , 
that must  b e  Marcy [ ? ]  and some of her g irlfriends

·
, they ' ll come in . "  They were 

s t il l  laughing and playing , you know , and we ' re sitting there watching the door 
and wait ing for them to come on in . And when they didn ' t come in I said , "Oh 
for p ity sakes , go to the door and tell them to come on in . "  And so he got up 
and went to the door and nobody there . Nobody there . He turned on all the 
f lood lights and the car lights , went all the way around over the yard . Nothing . 
And we had no knowledge o f  anyone having lived there or anything else , I 'm j us t  
telling you what happened . 
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(What did he seem to think about i t ? )  
What did I think about i t ?  
(No , h e  heard a l l  this t o o  and • • •  ) 

4609 

Yes , yes . He was j us t  as as tounded , you know , as anybody could b e  and he has 
no explanation for it . He knows that there was someone there laughing and play
ing . 

(Uh huh . )  
But there wasn ' t  anyone there . Well , it ' s  j us t  that s imple . We tried to ex

plain it s ome other way but there j ust  wasn ' t  any other way . S o  he is convinced 
there was someone there laughing�------------�[�S�c�r�a�t�c�h�e�d�·�l ____________________ __ 
We j us t  accep t  it  for what it was . 

(Uh huh . ) 
Now this has b een , I guess 3 or 4 months ago . We have not seen or heard any

thing s inc e .  
(Would you b e  int eres ted in becoming a ? being interviewed by Duke Univer---�--

s i ty? ) 
I don ' t think so . [ Too much s tat ic . ] 

When they are working on someone they have to be able to record things at c ertain 
times and know when the flow is coming and I never do . 

( I  see . I see . Of cours e ,  what they have up there , I don ' t know . I don ' t 
know, but they have all sorts of measuring devices and they go into the laws of 
probab ility and that sort of thing . Now, of course , s ince the computers  they 
have become a tremendous program I suppos e . )  

I unders tand that they have expanded . 
(And I think, as you have said - of course I 'm in no condition • • • •  Do they know 

anything about you at all ? )  
No , no . 
( I  see . I thought maybe this man you knew several years ago might have sug

gested that you had some sort of • • •  ) 
No , no . Well he want ed me to go up with him but I j us t  wasn ' t that interested 

in it . 
( I  see . )  
I t ' s j us t  something I live with and there has b een t imes when it ' s  really b een 

a nuisance to me to have so many things crowd in on me . 
( I  see . )  
So I have repressed them and pushed them away so much until really they are 

not as def inite a part of my life as they have been in the pas t .  
( I  see . }  
Because you can imagine if you have a family and a j ob and I ' m  going to col-

lege too , you don ' t have , you only have so  much time . 
(You ' re s till going to college? ) 
Oh yes , I ' m taking chi ld psychology again this year . 
{ I  see ,  uh huh . Is  this a summer experience or is this a part of a whole year 

program? ) 
This is the end of our program until S eptemb er . 
{Until Septemb er? ) 
We run from September until July . 
( Oh ,  you do? That ' s  quite  a program . ) 
Yes . 
(And are these underprivileged children? ) 
Yes . 
(Are the mo thers allowed to come? ) 
Oh anytime , they ' re welcome to come . 
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( I  hope you will explain to these women • • •  you s ee now, I didn ' t want to in
vo lve you in any ques t ions that might embarass you . I didn ' t  know what I might 
ask . I didn ' t know what you had to say .  Do you see what I mean? ) 

Uh huh . 
(Now about your background , are you from old Amer ican s tock? ) 
Yes . 
(As far as you know? ) 
Yes , on both s ides . 
(On both sides . I mean , some of your ancestors fought in the Civil War and 

all that ? )  
Yes , yes . My grandfather was killed at Chickamauga and my mother ' s  family 

is Irish and father ' s  s ide is • • • 
( Irish ?  Now you say on her s ide is Irish? That isn ' t recent Irish is i t ? )  
They are par t  of  the o l d  family , the original�-----
(Oh ,  they ' re o ld [ deleted ] . Well , they ' ve been here a long t ime then . ) 
Uh huh . 
( That would b e  • • •  I mean there is no recent immigration ? of that sort . 

I mean this is o ld American stock . ) 
----

No , no . We ' ve been here ever s ince I can find out . 
( I  s ee . I see . ) 
In fact I think my great great granfather was a Cherokee Indian and my o ther 

grandfather fought in the C ivil War . 
( I  s ee , I see . A lot of people in this country have a little Indian b lood . 

I ' m  supposed to have a litt le mys elf . I go back to colonial Maryland . )  
You look English to me . 
( I  lived in England f or a long whi le . )  
Oh . 
(Will you hand volume 1 to me pl ease? [ I  speak to Mr . Cubby . ]  I j us t  want 

to show her • • •  I j us t  want to show you this one page . ) 
Okay and then I guess I ' ll have to  go they are all waiting for me . 
(Yes , yes . Here close that off . [Meaning - turn off tape . ] )  
THIS INTERVIEW ENDS HERE. ABOUT AN HOUR LATER MR. CUBBY A ND I AT HIS HOME 

DISCUSS OUR EXPERIENCE WITH THE TEACHER. 
( I  s ee . Now we will go on to the s econd interview we had this afternoon [ the 

one ] with the teacher . We ' ll call her the teacher b ecause she is a t eacher , and 
a very int eres t ing one . How old a woman would you say she was ? )  

Mmmm , I would say roughly uh , early forties - mayb e  middle forties . 
(Middle f or t ies . And [ no is e  here but can ' t tell what exactly - by transcrib

er ] .  Now let ' s  not have any • • •  you j us t  s imp ly can ' t keep it quiet . [ We have 
returned to Mr . Cubby ' s home . ] We must keep the interview going so I can get 
away . Come in ! [ Dr .  Hyatt s ays to  someone . ]  Now , have you s een her before? 
Have you seen the teach er b efore? ) 

No . That is , well , I have s een her on one occas ion but not to say to know 
her . 

(Uh huh . ) 
I had s een her at a glance before at my s is ter ' s  house but • • •  
(Uh huh . ) 
• • •  never before person ' ly had I • • •  

(You ' d  seen her at your s ister ' s  home? ) 
Yes . 
(Your sister works with her ? )  
Yes , that ' s  correct .  
(On this [very speciaZ - not name of ] proj ect . What sort of  impression did 
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you have of  her before? What was your impress ion of her b efore you interviewed 
her today ?  I mean from the knowledge you had . )  

Well , b efore today she seemed like quite a interes tin '  person . She seemed to 
be well-educated and , well to  be , uh , I would say renowned , someone renowned . 
Becaus e she • • •  the atmosphere aroun ' her was all glorif ied , yo ' know? It  was 
somethin ' to be honored • • •  looked upon . 

( I  see . ) 
She carried herself in a very high manner.  
(I  s ee .  Dignified . And she let  the work s t and out glamorous ly . )  
That ' s  true . 
(And her helpers admired her . )  
Yes . 
( I  see . Now what d id you think o f  her interview today ? )  
I think it was very good . I think she was very s incere . She was very hones t 

and she was very much concerned about hers elf , really . About the things she told 
us about herself , she was concerned . But I think she was afraid to really check 
into it and s ee if she do have , uh , high unnatural powers or things of this s or t . 
That ' s  the impress ion she lef t upon me today . I mean there were many things I 
s tarted to ask her but I f elt that I would be  imposing upon her , yo ' know , to ask 
these ques tions . Because she would always get to a point where and , uh , she 
would drop off because it would be j us t  l ike she was s ay in ' somethin ' she didn ' 
want anybody outs ide of her life to know about . 

(Uh huh . )  
S o  that ' s  why I held back on a couple of questions . 
(Wha t  would you say about her personally . What about her p ersonally? ) 
Well ,  she ' s  very neat in appearance .  She was • • •  
(Ab le? ) 
Able . Yes and she was • • •  
(What about her personality ? ) 
Outstandin ' • 

(Outstanding personal ity . )  
Outstandin ' personality . 
(Yes . )  
I mean she ' s j us ' got what yo ' would say such a frien ' ly atmosphere aroun ' 

her ' t il you can ' t help but like the person . 
(Mm . )  
I mean even if yo ' don ' know them . Even if the day b efore we even int erview

ed her . The way she carried herself • • •  the manner she carried herself and the 
way she talked to yo ' . 

(Uh huh . ) 
As though there was no barriers b etween anyone ,  yo ' know? ) 
(Uh huh . )  
That she had known both of us all her l ife or somethin ' . 
(Yes , yes . )  
When she f irs ' s tarted to talk . 
(Very friend ly , yes . ) 
Very friendly . 
(A very abl e  woman, no doubt about that . )  
[ Beyond the Hyat t-Cubby dialogue , let me say in conclusion , I had done all I 

could professionally as a clergyman , I had indirectly recommended a psychiatrist . 
Indirectly I say because she did and would res ist any attempt to remove her fan
tas ies or whatever word a p sychiatris t uses . ] 

[ If you turn this page , you will meet the Great Prophet , Warkiee Sarheed . ]  
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I AM PROPHET SARHEED - WARKIEE SARHEED 
HEALAH AN ' MIRACLE WORKAH 

VOICE OF TRUTH 
WHEN AH BE ROUN ' THUH PEOPLE 

THA ' KNOW ME WELL 
THEY DON 'T LIKE TUH MEET ME 

TOO EARLY OR TOO LATE IN THUH EV 'NIN ' 
YES� THEY SAY,. "HE KIN TUH ' DOCTAH ' BUZZARD" 

AN ' THEY STILL IF AH GO TUH SUT CA 'LINA 
AN ' GO ON ONE SIDE OF THUH STREET 

A LOTTA OLDAH PEOPLE THEAH THAT REMEMBAH ME 
THEY 'LL GIT ON THUH OTHAH SIDE 

[Here is the famous Prophet who appears with me , the author , in that colored 
photograph of us at the end of volume 3 .  Pleas e do no t call that red head-cov
ering he wears a turban , because this is his individual seeing and hearing hat , 
wh ich mus t be  made in a cer tain des ign ,  f rom certain material , of  certain co lor , 
with certain rites . I would be safe in saying he is the only person in the world 
who could make it  or use it . When this hat is upon his head his eyes and ears 
become a t t uned to things unseen and unspoken . How an ordinary Kodak , mine and 
an inexpensive one , could have taken that famous picture mus t rema in a mystery . 
Three times I met the Prophe t ,  naturally in three different places , and three 
times I interviewed him .  D o  you remember how Hamlet shifts his ground in the 
presence of the sp irit? And the f irst time I saw the Great Presence was after 
midnight ! ]  

[ Truthfully , after dark would have sa t i s f ied magic requirements , after mid
night was merely human error , Mr . Cubby ' s .  That night , July 22 , 1970 , I had 
gone to bed about 10 : 30 .  Sometime a f ter 11 : 00 the t elephone rang and the vo ice 
was Mr . Cubby ' s ,  "The Prophet will see you at once  if you can come . I could b e  
ther e in 15 minutes . Mr . Herman will s tay with him,  Charles will be with me . "  
These latter two had been working on the Prophet for some t ime to arrange a 
meeting . I must  have said come at once . Within 1 5  minutes I was ready . Then 
followed 30 , 45 and almo s t  60 minutes and no Mr . Cubby ! I became worried . He 
a pro f e s s ional taxicab d river could not be los t ! But he had b een ! We star t ed 
out a f t er midnight heading for a place near 22nd S treet , a distric t that was 
tough and dangerous even in daylight ! You will hear more about it la ter . ] 

[Within 15 minutes we suddenly stopped in front o f  a house quit e  back from 
the s t reet , a former white mans ion no doub t , having an extra-wide front door op en 
and through which the hall light would guide us forward .  There was nothing else 
to see,  except a dis tant and dim s t r ee t  lamp . Not a sound disturbed the still
nes s , yet this was a heavily populated section of  the community . Even b efore 
we reached the door we could smell inc ense burning . Its odor became almost  suf
f icating after we entered . ] 

[ Ins ide the door and straight forward were extra-wide s tairs , treads at leas t  
5 feet long , which led up to the second floor . At the top o f  the stairs w e  turned 
right becaus e we saw Mr . Herman , who would almo s t  immediately introduce us to the 
Prophet who soon entered from a room across the hall . Incense was burning every
where , also several white candles . There was no altar , the Prophet wore no 
sacred vestments .  After all , we were in a kitchen . ] 

[Then we crossed the hall into a small b edroom with 2 uncomfo r table chairs . 
The Prophet sat in one , I as gue s t  o f  honor sat in the o ther , Cubby and Charles 
chose the edge of the bed , and Herman ' s  rest ing place I no longer remember . 
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Several times Mr . Cubby had to leave for 5 or 10 minutes to seek fresh air out
side . I also suspected , though I did not ask , he had departed to see whether 
our car or any part of it was s t il l  there ! ]  

[ Though the Prophet does no t  mention it , I had not missed the symbolism .  From 
darkness we had entered the light , had b een purif ied by incense ,  had struggled 
upward , and had f inal ly greeted a Mas t er ! Prepare ! Be Worthy ! ] 

HYATT (The voice you hear is that of Harry Middleton Hyatt .  I am a clergy-
man of the Episcopal Church . I ' m  retired . )  

WARKIEE SARHEED How you spell Hyatt?  
HYATT (H-Y-A-T-T .  Harry Middleton Hyat t . )  
WARKIEE SARHEED Uh hum . Ret ired minis t er? 
HYATT (That ' s  right . I come from I ll inois . )  
WARKIEE SARHEED Come from I llinois . Uh , Doctah Hyatt ,  b efo ' we go into , all 

along , this is being reco ' ded as yo ' unders tan ' .  
(Yes . )  
Uh, why is it yo ' innahres ted , so innahres ted in thuh mahm that yo ' say his 

name , or yo ' know of as Doctah Buz zahd? 
(Becaus e , I have written - d id you see the book that I d id , the two-volume 

work? ) 
Ah haven ' t  seen anythin ' atall you ' ve done , sir . 
[Mr . Cubby had these two volumes for show purposes but even he had j ust met 

Warkiee Sarheed . ]  
(You didn ' t see the book? Oh , I ' ve done a two-volume work on hoodoo . )  
Voodoo ? 
(No , this • • •  ) [ I  evident ly wr ite word HOODOO on p iece of paper . ] 
Hoodoo? 
(Hoodoo , and • • •  ) [ I  write . ] 
Witchcraf ' • • •  

( • • •  Wit chcraf t and Rootwork • • •  ) [ I  write . ]  
Rootwork • • •  

( • • •  and Conj uration • • •  ) [ I  write . ] 
Conj u ' ation . 
(That ' s  right . )  
So  y o '  intahrested in thes e thin ' s  • • •  

(The second volume of  that is made up entirely of interviews with dOctors , 
with root doctors . ) 

I see . Yes . 
(Conj uremen . )  
Right . 
(Some of them are good . )  
Right . 
( I  worked in New Orleans , and I worked across the river in Algiers • • •  ) 
Yes . 
( I  did Waycross ,  Georgia .  I d id Brunswick . I did South Carolina , I did 

Charles ton . Twice [ I  did South Carolina ] . I wanted • • •  you know scholars are 
interest ed in this now .  Do you realiz e that? )  

I t  is true becaus e ,  yah s ee they have thuh , cause they b egan tub see that 
thes e thin ' s  does work. [They certainly work on the believer ' s  mind ! ] 

(They want to know what ' s  going on . )  
Right . 
(And the troub le is , they let it go too • • •  they should have been doing this 
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years ago . They missed a lot of these o ld- t imers , you know . ) 
Well . • •  

(These old- t ime root people who went out into the woods and gathered their own 
roots and that sort of  thing . Before they were , , . a lot of  thes e original rootmen 
before they were corrup ted by a lot of  innovations • • •  ) 

True . 
(You see? That sor t  of thing . ) 
That ' s  true . 
(Befor e  advert is ement [ by curio mail-order f irms ] and all that sort of thing . )  
Now, ah can s ee ,  when ah speak tuh yo ' , in p lain English , yo ' have tole me who 

yo ' were , yo ' tole me yo ' are writin '  a book • • •  

( I ' ve already writt en the book • • •  ) 
• • •  writ ten a book, that yo ' intahrest ed in some mo ' what yo ' call fac ' s .  
(That ' s  r ight . )  
Now , thuh things tha ' ah could 

intahrested , orig ' nal man dat dey 
in Beaufort County , Sou ' Ca ' lina . 

( I s ee . )  

tell yo ' , concernin ' thuh mahn tha ' yo ' are 
called Doctah Buzzahd . He lived his las ' yeah 

His name was a nickname dat dey gave ' im .  

But now yo ' s ay dat yo ' d o  not know his name . 
(That ' s  right . I do not know his actual name . ) 
Do yo ' wan ' ' is name ? )  
(Yes ! I think it ' d b e  f ine to have his name . )  
His name . Wel l ,  ah will give yo ' his name . HIS NAME IS STEPNEY ROBERTS. 

Now, theah [ there are ] many p eople tha ' yo ' prob ' ly s aw in Beaufort ,  Sou ' Ca ' 
lina are youngah . Ah am only s ixty-one mahself . Ah bo ' n  Octobah thuh twenty
s eventh , nineteen hunderd and nine . 

( S ixty-one ! )  
Yes . Ah am s ixty-one yeah o le .  
(You ' re young ! )  
Ah have live thuh mos ' of mah life in thuh Unided S tates . My mothah is bohn 

[born]  in Sou ' Ca ' lina . 
( I  see . )  
My fathah bo ' n  in Akiba [ ? ] Afr ika . 
(Oh yes . )  

This is in Ghana on thuh wes ' cos ' . 

Uh ,  uh , uh , in thuh b eginnin ' was not intahrest ed as many people are not now 
about hoodoo or rootwuk, cause of thuh li ' le educetion .  We believed , as thuh 
mos '  Wes t ern believe , tha ' this was all mat tah of supahstitiousness .  

( I  see . ) 
Tha ' there was no real base tub these thin ' s ,  tha ' thuh thin ' s would not hap

pun . It  was j usta f igament of thuh min ' . But as t ime wen ' along , an ' ah see 
this man tha ' yo ' call Doctah Buz zahd , doin '  miracal thin ' , such as thuh healin ' 
of thuh human body , wit ' is han ' o f  diffrun ' types of oil or bath , like ah do 
somet ime . He taught me b ecause this mahn eliterete.  An' thuh reason I became 
very c lose  to ' im is b ecause ah could read . An ' thuh liter ' ture he had , some 
of it come from Algiers . This is in Louis iana . Y o ' undahs tan ' ,  State of Louisi-
ana . 

(Oh , yes . )  
An ' he taught me some of thuh innah secrets , some of thes e ah have lost 

through thuh yeahs by doin '  o thah thin ' s .  
( I  s ee . ) 
An '  in the las t , uh s eventeen yeah , ah have b een workin ' exclusively in thuh 

fiel ' of Voodoo , or Hoodoo , as yo ' called it , an ' witchcraf ' . But I do not have 
time now to work wit ev ' ry or anybody . Yu ' see is b ecause ah say on thuh bot tom 
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of mah card that I produce result or refund yore money . [ For a reproduct ion of 
the Prophet Warkiee Sarheed ' s  profess iona l card , see Illustrations at end of 
volume 3 . ]  

(I  see . I see . )  
Yo ' see . Now , it ' s  not so much about me . This is what Stephney could do . 
(I  see . )  
He could work some miracals . I nevah knew thuh great secret of  how he would 

take thuh j ug of watah an ' do thuh same thin ' as Our Lawd and Savior Jesus Chris t  
did . He make a good drinkin ' wine . Yo '  see? 

( I  see . ) 
I heah many people talk about how he did this , ah do not know how he managed 

to  train these fowls - he had foah [ four ] - tha ' they was lak tame chickens . 
(Now were these chickens or were they buzzards? )  
They was nat ' ral buzzahds . What choo call o thah name for the buz zahd? 

There ' s  ano thah name for thuh buzzahd . 
CUPPY Vultures . 
Vulture . 
(Oh , vultures . I see . )  
Yes . Yes . They had been trained [ to row a boat ] .  Ah don ' t know how he man

aged tuh do this . Tha ' thuh foah o f  them could bring two people across thuh 
[water ] at  tha ' t ime . Now [ at present time ] yo ' can go on thuh road • • •  

(Oh yes . )  
In 19 2 7  yo ' couldn ' have gone on thuh road . Yo ' see , yo ' d  have tuh come 

across thah l i ' le ,  thuh watah , a stream of watah ; a purty good-size canal . He 
would be on thuh o thah s ide of thuh home . Ah wish yo ' could see thuh o le house . 
Thuh ole house s t ill stand . 

(Old house . Urn hum . )  
This ole house . ' Rig ' nal house where he lived an ' died . Ya heah what ah 

said? 
(I hear . ) 
Thuh ' rig ' nal Doatah Buzzahd . His daughtah lived theah . An '  he did many 

thin ' s .  Now, yo ' ask me , "Whut yo ' call many thin ' s ? "  
(Now, what I want you t o  t el l me i s  how you happened t o  meet Doator Buz zard . )  

Ah met Doatah Buzzard because Doatah Buz zard • • •  
( I  mean how old were you and how you happened to meet him . ) 
Oh ! Ah was about uh , maybe wel l ,  ah know who he was , ah even see him when ah 

was a l i ' le boy . ' Cause we ' ve vis ited his home . 
(Ooohh ! I see . Your mo ther was born in S outh Carolina? ) 
Right . 
( I  see . Oh , near Beaufort [ Bu ' fert ] . )  
[ Beaufort , North Carolina , pronounce bo ' fert . ] 
Right . Li ' le place they call Grace Hill . 
(Oh , Grace Hill . )  
Out from Beaufort south of  Burton goin '  tuh Charleston . Yah see? 
(I see . ) 
An ' , uh , this is our fam ' ly ,  thuh Fritz , thuh Browns and thuh Warrens . An '  

thuh Rob erts . 
(Oh yes . )  
Now, thuh only one l ivin ' , tha ' is , mah cous in , his daughtah . Tha ' ' rig ' nal 

fam' ly of  thuh Roberts . She is thuh only one l ivin ' tuhday . As she was livin ' 
in , uh , 1969 . Yah see? Ah have not b in [ been ]  tub So ' Ca ' l ina since then . Oh , 
ah say ah was about , when ah began tuh undahs tan ' tha ' he was a mysterious mahn , 
ah ' magine ah was about nine yeah ole . About nine yeah ole . 
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(Were you afraid? Did • • •  were the children afraid of  Doator Buz zard ? )  
No , he luv childrun . 
(No ! No ! )  [ He does not understand what I mean . ] 
He luv childrun . He luv people gener ' ly ,  but he was a mahn tha ' did thin ' 

tha ' had tub be done . An ' thuh f irs ' , thuh cleares ' incadent [ incident ] in mah 
min ' is tub remembahin ' a man who got shot at Bethel Church . A mahn go t sho t . 
An '  they arres ' this mahn . An ' thuh talk wuz tha ' if he saw Buz zahd , tha ' he 
wouldn ' t go tub prison . An' he did no t go tuh prison . But yah see when yah go 
back this fah an ' remembahs an ' yo ' have no t kep ' up wit this thin ' , maybe yuh 
own work . I would haf ' tuh go tuh Beaufort an '  see mah cous in . An '  maybe pull 
out some o '  thuh o le records . Some of  it ' s  mah own writin ' . Mah own writin ' , 
yah see . An ' uh • • •  Thuh thin ' tha ' yo ' have been tole . Now , this does no t come 
from me , lookin ' at yore work . It come from mah own special min ' . [ I t  certainly 
does ! ] I t  tell me , tha ' yo ' haf ' no t re ' lly , as of yet , learnt any great s ecret 
about Doatah Buzzahd . 

(No , I haven ' t  learned any great secrets about him . ) [ I  am no t quite certain 
what I mean here . The Prophet would have been surprised to know how much mater
ial there is about Doator Buzzard in these volumes of HOODOO. ] 

Yah see , because thuh people tha ' yo ' met were too young tub know him . An ' 
thuh people tha ' knew him, they only knew him by wo id of  mout ' ,  nuthin by touch 
or see wit theah phys ical eye . This makes a dif f ' runce . [He is saying here 
that he is the only person who actually knew Rob erts , one of the Doator Buz zards . ]  

(What about his personal appearance? ) 
Yah mean ' is appeahence? 
Physical appearance . )  
Uh , Doatah Buz zahd was a black mahn , wit extrem ' ly red-lookin ' eyes an ' had 

a deep seemin ' ly ,  a fo ' eign [ foreign = faraway ] look . Yo ' know whut ah mean by 
fo ' eign , like he was always lookin ' beyond whut he ' s ,  yo ' re lookin ' at . [ The 
preceding red- Zookin ' eyes was a special f eature of roo t doctors , see margin 
title RED EYES , p . 29 5 , v . l . ] 

Yah see? 
( I  see . ) 
An '  dis is thuh thin ' about it . An ' thuh only t ime - now ah was one of thuh 

f ew tha ' ah knowed he ' lowed [ allowed ] in his innah o f f ice . 
(You were one of the people he liked . )  
Ah ' d  say his fav ' rit e . [ Remember it  is one o ' clock in the morning , candles 

are burning and incense is choking us ! ]  
(Good . )  
One of his fav ' rite cous ins . 
(Good ! Good ! )  [ Somewhere else in HOODOO Doator Buz zard has a cousin , where? ; 

a son p . 895 , l ine 4 9 ;  a s is t er ,  p . 895 , line 1 7 ; see future Index . Doator Buz
zard is a complicated legend . ]  

One of  his fav ' rite cous ins . 
(You were r elated to him? ) 
Ah ' m  a f irs ' cousin, ah ' m  tellin ' yo ' now . 
(Fir s t  cous in ! )  
I mean tuh tell yah , s ir ,  now tha ' this is no • • • I believe bec ' use  l ike ah go 

home , if ah want ed tuh go up tub Beaufort , ah go dere in three days . [ Three days 
is magic time , the trip could have been made in two days . ]  Ah would go tub thuh 
co ' thouse [ cour thouse ]  an ' git  tha ' info ' ma t ion , fo ' one [ a  p erson] because they 
had many cases theah he ' d  won . [Prophet is saying Buz zard appears in courthouse 
records ! ]  An ' long t ime they keep him from goin ' ' round thuh cB ' thouse .  [ O ther 
traditions say Doctor Buz zard never appeared but sent substitutes : snakes , b irds , 
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etc . ] 
( I  see .  They wouldn ' t  let him in the courthouse? ) 
Aftah awhile they begin tuh know ' im , when they had a case tha ' he was goin ' 

' roun ' theah . They move ' em ' roun ' away , from ' roun ' the co ' thouse . But yah 
could always len ' [ borrow] his fowls [ buzzards ] .  This is whut ah could nevah 
undahs tan ' ,  thut mis ' try [myst ery ] . [ Borrowed buz zards ! Even the Prophet could 
no t b elieve this ! ]  

(Oh ! How ' s  that? Now tell me what they say he did . )  
He didn ' t tell me how he d id this . 
(No , but what do people think he did? ) 
He would tell at a cert ' in time , tha ' a cert ' in mahn would go [ to ]  tha ' co ' t 

[ court ] . Prob ' ly would visit  thuh co ' thouse thuh night befo ' . An ' we would do 
s ome work theah . Theah are many thin ' that ' ll work fo ' yah an ' will work against 
yah . Ah cannot say [ tell you ]  all of these  things . Ah know s ecret about spidah 
web an ' graveyahd dirt he ' ps [helps ] a man in trouble . Ah know a s ecret about 
aig , fresh hen aig , that ' ll stop cert ' in type of trouble . Yah s ee? But dab 
who le poin ' about it , fo ' awhile , he was mo s ' ly feahed [ feared ] ' aroun ' in Beau
fort County [ South Caro lina ] . An ' in Chatham County [ Georgia ] . This is Savannah, 
yo ' know . Savannah is in Chatham County , 44 miles from Beaufor t .  

( I  see . Why were they afraid of him? ) 
Well , like ah said b efo ' , uh , yo '  know , thuh word o f  mout ' .  People talk about 

dub mahn tha ' does diffrunt thin ' from othah people .  
( I  know ! I know ! ) 
Yuh see whut ah mean? 
( I  know . If you are different . )  
J is ' diffrunt . Jis ' l ike it  is wit me , now . When ah ' m ,  when ah be roun ' thuh 

people tha ' know me wel l ,  they don ' like tuh meet me too early or  too late in 
thuh ev ' nin ' • 

[ Hyat t  laughs . ] 
Yes , they say ,  "He kin thuh Buz zahd . "  Yah s ee , an ' they s t ill , if ah go tub 

S ou '  Ca ' linah , ah go on one s ide of thuh s treet an ' a lat ta oldah people theah , 
tha ' remembah me ,  they ' ll g it on thuh othah side.  Do yah see? 

(Of all things ! )  
Do yah see whut ah mean? They s ee that ah have mys terious • • •  [Mr . Cubby inter-

rupts  and kills the great mys tery ! ]  
(What ? )  [Hyat t talking to Cubby . ]  
CUBBY I t ' s  all r ight [ referring to time on tape ] . 
( Is it s ti ll all right ? )  
CUBBY I mean , I ' m only about through • • •  it ' s lookin ' all right . 
HYATT ( I t  [ tape ] looks al l  r ight ? )  
CUBBY Yes . 
HYATT [ to Prophe t ] . I know what you mean because I remember when I was a boy 

[ in second grade at Jackson S chool and o ccas ionally passed B les s ing Hospital ] I 
was afraid o f  hosp itals , and when I got to a hospital I ' d  walk across the street ,  
I didn ' t walk r ight by on the s idewalk in front of the hospital , I went on the 
o ther side of the s treet . Well , they were j us t  beg inning to talk about germs 
f ly ing around in the air and all that sort of thing , so I played it saf e .  

PROPHET Well , that i s  certainly very int eres ting . 
(Now, suppos e  in the old day I went to see Doc tor Buz zard .  Could I get to 

him? ) 
No , no t dyrekly [ dir ectly ] .  
( I  couldn ' t get to Doctor Buz zard ? ) 
Thuh only way yo ' get tub h im ,  if he see yuh - now ah use this term see , 
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' cause like ah tole this mahn [Herman ] awhile ago , when he [Herman went outside 
to ] look fo '  yuh . Wha ' did ah tell yuh , mah bro thah? 

HERMAN Said , an [Hyatt ]  had tub come tub yuh , yo ' had tub be • • •  [ Herman s tarts 
to tell too much ! ]  

PROPHET Ah ' m  not talkin ' dis pahticlah ques tion • • •  Ah ' m  askin ' whut ah tell 
yuh about thuh t ime they would come heah [when Mr . Cubby and I would arrive ] . 

HERMAN Oh ! Ten • • •  yo ' said ten minutes . 
PROPHET [ speaking to  Hyat t ]  Within the sight o f  [ inside of ] ten minute yo ' 

would be heah . [Notice how the Prophet turns Mr . Cubby ' s  get ting- los t mis take 
into an aggrandizement of his own foreseeing power ! ] 

Ah didn ' t have tub worry whethah yo ' was comin ' • Ah don ' t  know how ah really do 
the se thin ' s , but ah knew i t  would happun in thuh time ah say . I t  really works . 

HERMAN Within s ix minutes . 
(Yes , well , that ' s marvelous , that ' s  wonderful . )  
Yah see • • •  

(He [ Buzzard ] knew in advance • • •  ) 
He knew tha ' he had someone across thuh rivah .  Wha ' we call across was j is ' 

li ' le canal . Den he would s en '  fo ' him . 
(Whom would he send? ) 
Oh , he sen ' one o f  those , he sen ' one thos e  foah red , uh , Buz zahds they call . 
(You mean he sent the buz zards across the • • •  ) 
Yeah , they fly . Yo ' know they go , they go , j is '  f ly on thuh boat . He tell 

' em mahn name , whut tub do an ' this ah couldn ' t undahstan ' .  
(You mean the buzzards go t in the boat? ) [What a tongue- in- cheek ques t ion ! ]  
How do yah think they oah [ oar (row) the boat if they didn ' t  get in ] ?  
( I  don ' t know . ) 
Row . Ah don ' t know eithah . Ah don ' t know , ah f iggah it mightah been some 

type of prop . An ' he had this uh , yuh know thuh [ through ] yogi [ he says yoger ] 
does a lotta things , too , yo ' know , thuh people tha ' believe in yogi an ' work 
this thin ' . I t ' s  min ' ovah mattah . I t  must ' a [mus t have ] been some poss ' ble  
way dat he  had uh, had trained ' em tha ' they could get  each one - get tub a 
certain oah , yah see , an ' thuh boat would begin tub move . An '  when they git 
ovah theah , ah don ' t know whut would hap ' uned ovah thuh [ o ther ] side , ah ' ve 
been only this side . An ' ah see tha ' one would f ly aroun ' an ' they p ick out 
cert ' in people an ' they pick one o '  two an ' they cro s s  back [ over the canal or , 
channel ] . Now , dose would be thuh one he see tha ' day .  

Yo ' couldn ' t walk in theah an ' j is '  say , "Ah go tub see • • •  " Like yo ' walk 
in tub see • • •  yo ' know people don ' t walk in tub see me . Re ' lly dey be , come 
f irs ' , dey come in an ' registah , yo ' know . 

But , uh , ah have way a [ of ]  co ' mun ' catin ' wit S tephney Roberts . When ah 
have a b ig prob lem .  [ Remember , Roberts has been dead for some years ! ]  When 
ah have someone in ser ' ous trouble , like murdah , or rap e ,  or arsonry ,  a ser ' ous 
crime . Then ah have way of co ' mun ' catin ' wit ' im . 

(Is  he alive? You say? ) 
Listen to what ah 'm sayin ' tub yo ' , "No . "  Ah wan '  tub be fair , b ecause yo ' 

can f ind dese thin ' s out , ah don ' t want tub lie because • • •  

(No , no , no . )  
• • •  embarr ' ss in ' tub mah fam ' ly . An ' then even whut ah may be talkin ' about 

may be embarrassin ' tub them in thuh future if they should read it [ in your 
book ] but den we won ' t  min ' this b ecause thuh truth yo ' kin f in '  out . 

(That ' s  it . That ' s  i t . )  
That ' s  whut ah wan ' choo tub have . 
(Yes . I want the truth . ) 
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We haven ' t  t ime fo ' people tub t ell falsehoods about thin ' s they can tell 
thuh truth about . Whut ah say tub yuh , thuh term o f  co ' mun ' cat ion , if ah have 
problum tuhnight tha ' ah do not know how tuh solve , ah will fast two days . Ah 
will take three pennies an ' a hen aig if ah go tub tub r ivah . From thuh rivah 
ah ' ll go tub thuh cemetery , ah will fin '  a cert ' in grave , a cer t ' in grave . When 
ah use thuh term "a cert ' in grave , "  ah say a cert ' in grave . Theah ah wil l leave 
thuh three pennies an' thuh aig . Ah will go back two days [ goes back on third 
day ] . Ah p ick up thuh aig an ' thuh three penny . Ah bring ' em an ' put ' em  undah 
mah bed heah . [ Cubby and someone else were actually sitting on edge of bed - a 
very small room , ] An ' he [Doctor Buzzard ] come an ' visit me j is '  as plain as yo ' 
are . An ' thin ' s he • • •  show me whut tub do or tell me , ah do j is ' that an ' ah win 
thuh case . 

( I  see . )  
[ Is this man lying? No t too much ! He lives in a world of his own ! ] 
This is thuh reason ah don ' t ah don ' t take no cases fo ' les s than this • • •  yo ' 

know 21 hunderd ,  13  dollah an ' 1 3  cent [ $ 2 11 3 . 1 3 ] . Unless ah take a b ig murdah 
case . fo ' • • •  [ For other examples of 1 3  c ent s or odd fees see elsewhere in HOODOO. ] 
Ah don ' t take all thuh money ' till thuh people git resu ' t . Ah take a paht [ part ] 
of  i t  then . [There are several stories in HOODOO about accepting only odd sums 
of money . ] 

(How much money do you charge ? ) 
Fo ' a murdah trial , firs ' degree murdah , ah tell thuh mahn tha ' ah get him 

free .  Ah tell ' im  thir teen hunderd thirteen dollah an ' thirteen cent on some 
cases . Then on o thah cases , ah tell ' im twenty-one hunderd , thirteen cents . 
[ I mean twenty-one hunderd ] thirteen dollah an ' thirteen cent . But in all of 
these thin ' s ,  ah do not evah take all thuh o fferin ' ' ti l  aftah they have had 
concrete resu ' t of mah work . Do yo ' see whut ah say tub yo ' ?  

( I see . ) 
If  a mahn brin '  all thuh money heah tuhnight [ he chants some words ] .  Excuse 

me now, this is Arabic , speakin ' tuh thuh Great Gawd of Gawds . [ Chants more 
words . ] Uh, ah will tell yo ' this , tha ' uh , somet ime thuh spirit tells yo ' tub 
hol ' up an ' wait awhile an ' see . [We have the words recorded . I doub t Arabic , 
more likely mumbo jumbo . ] 

( I  see . ) 
An ' ah speak now , an ' ask them if , whut evah our , our convahsation has been , 

an ' if it ' s  fo ' good , ah want tub show it in a lit tle smoke - not a big explo
s ion - in thuh Name of  thuh Great Gawd of Gawds , thuh same Gawd tha ' to ld uh 
Moses tha ' Ah Am .  We ask yo ' tuh show us if we are right or good [ in doing what 
I am doing , telling secrets to a stranger ] .  

[He is lighting a flare or something dur ing this ( says Doctor Hyatt) . ] 
[ Incense I think, says transcriber Mrs . Dyel . ]  
[We shall learn more about this later .  While addressing the Great Gawd of 

Gawds , he also appears to be talking to the Spirit of Doctor Buz zard . ]  
Ah wil l  tell yo ' now [he says to Sp ir it ] evahthin ' tha ' not very cleah tub 

me , because it ' s  too much to think about . Ah don ' t know, ah see an ' ah do not 
see c leahly . Whuthah all of yuh convahsat ion whuthah this ' ll be good , whuthah 
[whether ] a big inves tiga t ion because yo ' know thuh gov ' ment prac ' ly killed mah 
cous in [Doctor Buz zard ] hahm ' im  fo ' income tax . Ah don ' t  know whut trouble his 
daughtah may be in caus e ah haven ' t  see her since ' 5 9 ,  ' 69 .  Please excuse thuh 
mis take ' 69 .  He [Hyatt ]  say yo ' [ Buz zard ] have somethin '  tha ' may be he' pful 
[ helpfu l ]  tuh lot of people . An ' ah could g ive freely . But ah will wait an ' 
see . How yuh spirit is an ' yuh real ' ty [ reality? ] of voice tuh thin ' s  tha ' he 
done . Theah are thin ' s tha ' he [ Buz zard ] did tha ' no othah mahn had done in 
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thuh Unit ed S tates or thuh Wes t ern Worl ' , we believe . [He s tops the soliloquy or 
prayer . ] 

(How ' s that [ tape I ask Mr . Cuppy ] . Is  that near the end? That ' s  only a 
thirty minute s ide . )  

(Before we leave this , pardon me for the interruption , bef ore we leave this , 
is this any special type of incense that you ' re using here in the shell? [ He is 
burning incense in a shell . ] Does it have to be any type , any particular type 
of  shell? ) 

Not necessar ' ly . Ah use these shells b ecause they keep it cool . 
( I  see . I s ee . ) 
If yo ' have thuh right incense an ' it [ have ] been bless - it [ this incense ]  

have been consecrated for cert ' in thin ' s  - then theah , ah use thuh shell because 
yah s ee it no t tub burn fas ' on thuh table , or in glass , it may break glas s , de
pendin ' on thuh stren ' th of it . 

(Now what do you mean about the government getting af ter DoctoP Buz zard? ) 
He owned a lotta propahty at one time . An '  they begin to hound ' im  fo ' income 

tax . They b egan tub hound ' im fo ' income tax . Mahn il ' iterate . He don ' t undah
s tan '  like o thah people an ' he don ' t know where tub turn tub because  he didn ' t  
think he had too many friends . He f iggahed thuh las t  t ime thuh people was usin ' 
' im when he went tub his so-called frien ' s they , they did like thuh mos t  frien ' s  
wil l  do , they back away , because if he didn ' t have thuh knowledge of thuh gov ' 
ment , some twenty yeahs ago we have now . Right? 

(No . You ' r e  r ight . You ' re right . )  
See? So when we say thuh gov 'ment aftah yo ' ,  we think yo ' sho '  [ sure ] goin '  

tub j ail . 
( I  know .)  
An '  yo ' git oldah , an ' yo ' don ' t  have someone tub s t ick in close tub yo ' ,  den 

yo ' don ' t know which way tub turn zackly [ exactly ] . 
( I  know . ) 
So yo '  become l ike o thah people yo ' b ecome nervous , undecided . Even tho ' yo ' 

know thuh greates ' of secrets , but yo ' didn ' t always wan ' tub leave ' em  ' cause 
yo ' didn ' t think they ' d b e  appreciated . 

( I  [ speaking to Mr . Cubby ] was telling him [Prophet ] about the • • •  you never 
showed him my books did you , the two volumes ? )  

CUBBY No , I have them in the car though . 
(You ' d like to see those books?) [Addres sed to the Prophet . ] 
Ah would frankly l ike to see ' em .  
(Well g o  down and get them [ to Cubby ] . I ' ll show you [ to the Prophet ] pictures 

of some of - some of , coup le of my contac t men . )  
[ Cubby returns with the two volumes . ] 
Uh , heah is what happuned theah? [Asks the Prophet . ] 
( I ' ll show you . I got DoctoP Buz zard in there . Show you DoctoP Buz zard in 

there . )  
Who ? Didn ' t know his [ real ] name , how do you know it ' s  DoctoP Buzzahd? 
[What are you going to do with a question like that at 1 A.M.  in the morning 

and under such unusual circumstances? ] 
(Well , I don ' t know . This is what people to ld me . I never met him person

ally . )  
Well,  I ' ll tell yuh whut happuned theah . Uh, yo ' want [ to know] thing ·when 

yuh goin '  sell a book . 
[Another problem for such a session ! ) 
(Now there again , I ' m not selling the book ! ) 
I undahstan ' yo ' prob ' ly givin ' them away ? 
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(I ' m  not selling the book at all . This is  entirely a work for  scholarship . 
I t ' s  - the book is b eing sold by American University of Washington ,  D . C  and for 
a fund . )  

I see . 
(A research fund . Uh ,  all I get , all I get from this - expense !  All I get 

are expenses ! I don ' t get anything out of the books or anything at all ! That ' s  
all ! I ' ve been working on b lack and whites for years trying to - this is a 
study of their thoughts , the supers titions , everything .  This is folklore . I t ' s  
ca lled folklore . )  

Folklore? 
(Folklore . )  
Ah undahs tan ' folklore quite well . 
[ From the preced ing discuss ion and elsewhere ,  there is no doubt in my mind , 

after the publication o f  the f irst two volumes of  HOODOO , I had no int ention 
of actually attempt ing another volume . True , I was trying to collec t new mater
ial in Florida , but this as well as unused material at  home would be  left to the 
Library of Congress . S ince I could no t poss ibly keep Mrs . Pogge busy , she had 
accep ted a teaching position b eginning S ep t ember , 1 9 7 0 . ] 

(Now , I ' ll tell you [Mr . Cubby ] what I want you to do here , look in the Index 
o f the 1st  volume and see what • • •  Doc tor Buz zard is down here . Here you [ who ? ] 
handle this and listen to the conversat ion . What ' s  this , the second volume? ) 

CUBBY No that ' s  volume one . 
(That ' s  volume one . Now , I ' ll show you that . "Doctor" Buz zard ' s  name in 

here . )  
No , yo ' show me some one yo ' call "Doctah" Buz zahd . 
[ Perhaps the early morning hour , incense , everything now comes out ! ] 
(That ' s  right . That ' s  right . That ' s  all r ight . Now you call , you call your

self so-and-so . I ' m taking your word for it . I can ' t prove it ! )  
That ' s  right , but we can prove that what I • • •  [ I  ignore this . ]  
(Now , here ' s  a map - here ' s  a map of  the places where I collected , every state 

in the South [ except Texas ] .  That ' s  a map . Every state in the South . )  
Yeah , now I don ' t see Beaufort  deah . ! l !  
(Well no , I didn ' t collec t any • • •  I wasn ' t  • • •  ! mentioned Beaufort several 

places in the book . But I didn ' t collec t anything there because no one , this ,  
this Roberts or Rob inson was , was , had had a stroke and I couldn ' t  get anything 
out of him .  There was ano ther man there , I forgot , I ment ioned in there • • .  ) 
[ This man Roberts  I ment ion is surely the Roberts or Doctor Buz zard he is talking 
about ! ! !  1 

Um hm . 
(Let me show you , let me show you what I have there about • • •  ) [ I  am turning 

pages of 2 volumes trying to f ind mater ial about Buz zard . ]  
Um hm .  Which one of  you gent lemen have a c igarette please . 
[ Cubby mumbles . ]  
(My f ingers are so bare [ skin rubbed off ] I can ' t [ turn pages o f  the two 

HOODOO vo lumes . Here ' s  another reference to the conditions of  my hands ! ] .  
Here ' s  a ,  I have , I call him • • •  here ' s  Doctor Robinson, Jacksonville . Did you 
ever hear of Doctor Small of Florenc e , South Caro l ina? ) 

Yeah . 
(There was a Doctor Harris of • • • Doctor Buz zard o f  Beaufort , page 891 . That ' s  

in volume 1 .  891 , 892 • • •  [ turning pages ] . )  
Is the recordah s t ill on? [Who says this ? ] 
(Here , look, look right here . Look down there . )  
PROPHET Let ' s  see what it says here . 



4622  - Memoirs of  Alma Egan Hyatt Foundation -

(All r ight , you go right ahead . Be delighted to let you see what I have to 
say about Doctor Buz zard . )  

[ Long pause . ]  [ So we cont inue until I find something suitable to say . ] 
Um hm . No . No good . This is all right fo ' readin ' , it ' s  no good atal l . A 

mahn could no t a done whut he done an ' be o f  faith . One time thuh mahn owned 
mos ' of Beaufort County , period . These thin ' s  I t el l  yuh could f ind • • •  [ in the 
Beaufort County courthouse he was going to say ] . 

( I  never said , I never said that Doctor Buz zard • • •  ) 
An '  this is whut ah ' m  goin ' tuh say tuh yo ' ,  yo ' know • • •  

[ Both talk at same t ime . ] 
We ' re not talkin ' about this , say yo ' uh , let ' s  s ee wha ' it says heah • • •  roo t 

specialis ' in innaview sect ion . Uh ,  Beaufort , yo ' know . See Doctor Buz zahd at 
Beaufort .  Tha ' s a fairy tale . Yo ' know. [Doctor Buzzard was not in the town 
of Beaufort , but he was in Beaufort County . ]  

(Well , that ' s ,  I d idn ' t say that • • • ) [He does not understand that I report 
what people tell me , I do no t make it  up ! ]  

[ Proceeds to read from text ] • • •  "s tory , go down to the sea . All right . Thuh 
boat capsizes with f ish , well , about three or fo ' day , what did dey f ind ? Thuh 
boat when dey see de boat , thuh boat come dripp in ' [ drifting ] up to de dock wit 
f ish in dat boat an ' dey ,  when de boat comin ' up to de  dock , thuh buzzahd done 
eat de fish . Uh ,  evah s ince tha ' day , he says , Buz zahd done , what done rowed de 
boa t ,  he rowed de boat to Beaufor t . "  Buz zahd , ah nevah s een him on a boat in 
mah life . [ It does  not say in the t ext that the Doctor himself was in a boat . ] 

(Well,  lets • • • I 'm not saying • • •  ) [ I  merely mumbl e . ] 
Ah undahs tand yo ' very cleahly . Yo ' tole me how yo ' get yuh resahch . 
(No , no , I ' m  no t saying this . This is what some person said . )  
Yes . 
(That ' s  all I can do . )  
Um hmmmm . Now • • •  

[ I  f inally think of  something to say ! ] 
(That ' s  the r eason I ' m coming to you now, to  get the truth . )  
I f  yo ' wan ' thuh trut ' . 
( I  want the truth . )  
Ah have thuh record , I don ' t have it in mah • • •  [ rummages around in his pockets ! 

We are in the pres ence of an expert ! ] .  
(Yes . ) 
Ah could eas ' ly get it if ah was in Beaufort . Yo ' know? 
(Yes . )  
Ah could go to Beaufort to uh , get uh , info ' mation , that  ah want about thuh 

man whose propah name was S tephny Robots • • •  R-0-B-E-R-T-S . Robahts . An ' ,  uh , 
' is ole home s t ill s tan ' , it  did in ' 69 .  An ' ' is daughtah s till l ive . She an ' 
huh cous in . 

(Did anyone ever carry on his work aft er he died . )  
Wel l ,  ah am s u ' posed to b e  carryin ' on thuh basic paht [ par t ]  in the f iel ' of  

healin ' . 
( I  see . ) 
But , now theah is a mahn tha ' does this woik but no one can see  ' im in thuh 

Unided S tate unless ah recommend ' em pers ' na ' ly an ' then it may take from three 
tuh s ix mont . If he should see ' em .  

( I  s ee . )  
He may not think thuh t ime tha ' he would take wit ' ' em  is wo ' th [worth ] his 

t ime . 
( I  see . I s ee . ) 
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N o  one , no one , no t even his  s is tah can s ee ' im tuhday wit ' out mah recommend-
ation . He is a third cous in [ of mine ] but yah s ee wit ' in thuh las ' five yeahs . 

(I  s ee . )  
Do yah s ee? [ I see very well . ] 
(Did Doctor Buz zard take any peop le to train them in this work? ) 
He t rained me in some way . 
( I  s ee . ) 
He trained me . [No tice how eas ily he changed and increased the value of  

trained ! ]  Ah lef t Washington , D . C . in 1939 . An' ah came tuh s tay three yeahs 
[with Buz zard ] .  I learnt duh s ecrut of healin ' . Ah learnt duh s ecrut of how 
tuh cure ole so ' s .  Yo ' don ' t • • •  ' s tand [ understand ] yo ' see  p eople wit so ' s  tha ' 
they nevah would git  wel l? 

(The o l d  sores on the l eg • • •  ) 
On thuh leg , on thuh body some place . 
(Oh yes . I s ee . ) 
Get well . 
(I see . Like bed sores . )  
Right . Yes . Bed so ' not so bad ; yo ' j es '  wash [with ] cert ' in thin ' an ' dey 

git well r ight away , but wit othah so ' s  it , dere not cure fo ' , it  s eem tub 
thuh doatah can ' t f ind a solut ion . 

(I  see . ) 
Sometime dey say dey been hurt.  Yo ' wouldn ' t believe this , yah see ,  how like 

it is . Ah, if ah don' t wan ' yo ' t o  evah come back ag ' in ,  when yo ' leave tub
night ah do somepin , yo ' could nevah come in ag ' in ,  ag ' in .  

( I  see . ) 
Ah do this wi t a small box of lye . 
( I  see . )  

Yo ' undahs tan ' whut ah ' m  sayin ' tuh yah? 
(I  understand , I understand . )  
S o ,  this is thuh thin ' tha ' ah don ' t undahstan ' all thuh mysteries of it , but 

ah do know from prac tice tha ' it works . 
(Now ,  how did a person, [ if ]  a person wanted , was in trouble,  want ed to see 

Doctor Buz zard to work f o r  him ,  how did he do it in the old days? How would he 
get to see him? ) 

Now , nine [ t imes ]  out of  t en thuh person was in bad trouble would be in j ai l .  
S ome o f  thuh rel ' t ives would come . 

(How is that ? [ I  ask about casset t e . ] That can ' t be s t il l  • • •  ) 
CUBBY Yo '  got j es '  about ano thah minute . 
(All  right , then you turn it over , f lip it over then . All right . " Sorry" 

[ to Prophet ] .  Ah , now , they s end somebody that ' s  in the family . Wel l ,  how 
would they get to  him? ) 

At tha ' time ,  if he f iggah thuh case was worthy of ' is service • • • •  He would 
t el l  ' em  tuh bring um somethin ' belong tub this individ ' al , say a sho e ,  sock or 
even a suit of c lo thes . An ' what he did wit tha ' is a secret . But ah have 
tried it an ' ah s ee tha ' it  does work . 

( I t  does work. ) 
Um hm . 
(Now ,  when they came to him did he ever refuse to take people , to take cases? )  
Um hm .  
(He refused t o  take cases ? ) 

Many of ' um  too small .  He tole me these secrets . He says , "The po ' wil l  
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always b e  with yo ' • • • •  If yo ' are goin ' to wo ik, g ive all tha ' choo have tuh 
people yo ' work fo ' , if dey abal [ able]  to pay . " There [ then ] they come a cas t ,  
or a case , tha ' choo know thuh circums tance , was • • • cause this troub l e ,  then 
he ' p  this person . If they ' re hungry nevah turn ' em aroun ' . Now ,  this is the 
way he worked . Like ah ' m  s ayin ' tuh yo ' .  

(Al l right , I wanted to ask you about this . There was some talk that some 
of  these doators� Doator Buz zard , one for example , some of these  other doators 
that you didn ' t pay them ,  they say [ t el l ]  you go on home , and you put the money 
on the mantel or the middle of the table or something , I ' l l p ick it up . That 
you? ) 

Oh , yo ' mean like put thuh money in thuh han ' ?  
(Yes . ) 
Oh , yo ' don ' t have tuh put duh money in thuh han ' yo ' can put it anywheah , 

aroun ' thuh wel l ,  undah thuh s teps . 
(And you ' d be  thirty miles away? ) 
Thirty ?  What do yo ' mean thirty? Doesn ' t make no d iffrunt [ how far away 

the money is ] .  I don ' t know this secret how he able to get this money . 
(He got his money • • •  ) 
It would come t o  h im .  
( I t  would come to him. ) 
Yo ' undahs tan '  whut ah ' m  sayin ' tuh yuh? 
( I  unders t and . )  
Somet ime he tell ' um  tuh put it in thuh whut they call thuh night pot . Yo ' 

know whut a night pot is?  
(Oh ! )  [I  assure you I was not shocked ! ] 
An '  they wrap it [ payment ] up in a l eaf of  thuh Bib le . Ah don ' t know how ex

ac ' ly he was able tuh do these thin ' s  b ecause this was beyon ' mah imag ' nation at  
thuh t ime .  [ No tice how he qualifies everything - at thuh time , leaving an "ouet '  

for  a future occasion . ]  An' when ah las ' talk wit him concernin ' these thin ' s ,  
he said , "Son , "  says , " this will come tuh yo ' if yo ' j us '  keep thuh faith . " 
Then ah say , "Well,  if all ah need is faith ah think ah have a lot of  this , "  ah 
say , "but , uh , these mus '  be some material thing tha ' is used in ordah tuh ,  uh , 
get this . "  He said , "Make yore body magnetic , "  meanin ' tha ' it would draw . 

(Oh , that ' s  a good idea , make your body • • •  ) 
Do yah undahstan ' ? Yo '  b ecome magnetic . 
(Yes , yes . ) 
Yo ' see b ecause when ah a lot ta time when people come b efo ' me , an ' they are 

ill , thuh only thin ' ah do f o '  maybe tuh f irs ' seven minutes in mah offic e  chere 
[ chair ] or wheah ah be in Jacksonvil le or Miami is ah have ' em  sit in uh chere 
[ chair ] . An' ah take ovah their min ' an ' heal their illness from j is '  mah own 
conce ' tration on whut they have . 

(I  see . )  
This has lef ' me a numbah a t imes very ill mahself a few days . 
(We ll , they said that in the early church they had healers , and they had 

people that would take of f  spel ls , and sometimes the spell would go on to the 
fel low who took it off . ) 

Um hm .  
(Do you hear that somet ime the spell can be  trans ferred t o  something e lse? 

To a person,  or animal or thing? ) 
Yeah , yo ' take it from ,  like yo ' know, yo ' see in your Bible theah whut Jesus 

saw this man was very ill .  Yo ' r emembah thuh mahn who was very ill?  They cal led 
' im  Legion , didn ' t they? 

(That ' s  r ight . )  
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An '  in ordah tha ' this evil spirit would leave him , he had tuh do somep in 
tha ' put in thuh swine . 

(That ' s  right . ) 
An ' they all wen ' down thuh bank [ o f  the river ] an ' drown themselfs . 
(That ' s  absolutely right . )  
Ah mahsel f ,  when ah do small thin ' s  - if yo ' don ' t mind , let me hold thuh 

microphone . Untie one of these knots . I t ied three li ' le kno ts theah , j is '  
untie one please . 

(Untie one of  them? ) 
Yes , if yo ' will . 
(All right , f ine . ) 
[ Can hear dog barking . ] 
Eh , yo ' looked tuh see theah was three tied? Theah are three . 
(There are three . )  
O . K . I see yo ' begin tuh unt ie thuh middle one . 
(That ' s  • • •  s tart to untie the middle one . ) 
Um hm . Thank yo ' so kin ' ly .  D id j oo have any special reason for untying 

thuh middle one? 
(No . )  
No thought at  all came in yore min ' ? 
(No . )  
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Yore mind is now , is thinking about travelin ' . Yo ' got a j ourney in min ' .  
(Well , I have a j ourney in mind , yes . I have to go home , it ' s  quite a long 

j ourney . )  
I t ' s  true . 
[ For some reason the unt ied kno t experiment d id not work . ] 
( Perhaps I ,  I ' m sorry I didn ' t bring ano ther book of mine . My f irs t book 

was about the Churah of Abyssinia [ t itle o f  book ] . I was the first  man to write 
about the Churah of Abyssinia [ Ethiopic Church as a whole ] and that ' s  black 
people . ) 

Right . 
(And in there , I have in this , I have a bookplate [ I  must  be showing him my 

bookplate ] .  You know, the libraries , in the front of  the book , they have a 
bookplate . They , Library of S t . Petersburg , and that sort of  thing .  And some
time s  they have a design , or picture of  the library or something . Well , private , 
a fellow has a few private books and he calls it his library , you have a l it tle 
bookplate ; l ike a little , lit t l e  s quare- l ike , that with glue on the back , and you 
stick in your book . And it reads , "Ex Libris" . "Ex1 1  = from among the b ooks , 
then 1 1of"  is unders tood , of , Harry Middleton Hyat t . And , for years , I wanted 
one of these . And I couldn ' t design it . And when that book [HOODOO ] was com
plet e , I had the des ign . And you know what the des ign is?  I have the , the 
circle of the zodiac . Zod iac . And inside of another circle , on top of it is 
the name of  my • • •  FoZkZore from Adams County IZ Zinois . And down below here is 
a half c ircle , is HOODOO� CONJURATION� WITCHCRAFT� ROOTWORK • • .  the other book . 
You see? Now , there isn ' t  any line in there ,  you can go in and out ; these are 
two open circles , a double circle , two open c ircles . )  

Right . 
(Now, I ' m at the bot tom o f  the Zod iac , b ecause I am P is ces . ) 
Um hm. I ' m S corpio . 
(The fish , I am a fish , I ' m facing bo th ways . You know what that means? They 

can say ,  1 1 0h you ' re wishy-washy , "  you know ,  but that doesn ' t mean that at  all . 
This means that  I ' m trying to see on all s ides of the quest ion , trying to get to 
the truth . There ' s  balance there . Didn ' t  I open this middle knot ? )  
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Yes . 
(You see . )  [ I  am g iving you a little of  your own medicine . ]  
Yo ' see yo ' said then that yo ' have s trong min ' about j ourney , yo '  said tha ' 

yo ' was going home . [This shows that after 4 weeks in Florida I felt my return 
home was a necessity . ] 

(That ' s  right . )  
It ' s  a long ways off , 
( It ' s  a long way • • •  ) 
Thuh spirit reveals these thin ' s t ub me . Now , I would re ' lly l ike fo ' yo ' 

tuh have thuh real fac ' s .  Ah would like tuh see thuh pichuah of  dis mahn yo ' 
call Doctah Buzzahd . Ah don ' t  know wheah tuh f in '  it  in yore book . 

(No , I haven ' t a p ic ture of Doctor Buz zard . But I have some other pictures 
in there . )  

Now, uh , tha ' they call thuh mahn Doctah Buz zahd . 
(Um hm . ) 
Yo '  s ee ,  when yo ' , when yo '  in Beaufort , Sout ' Car ' lina ; Savannah , Georgia ; 

Charleston,  Sout ' Car ' l ina , an ' was fortunat e  enough tuh meet thuh right people .  
(Um hm . ) 
Tha ' re ' lly knew, because sometime people are s cept ' cal of why we uh , s eek 

cert ' in types of info ' mation . 
( I  know they are . ) 
Yo ' have explained tuh me an ' ah see tha ' this would be of  good t o  comin ' 

generation . 
(That ' s  right . ) 
They will be enlighted by yuah work . 
(That ' s  right . )  
In othah word , it seem tub me tuh b e  a human ' tarian [ pronounced human ' tarian ] . 
(That ' s  right . )  
• • •  uh kinda undahtakin ' .  An ' er , uh , ah would like tuh investigate mahs e ' f  

an ' s ee if it ' s  pos ' ibl e .  That ah could get a ' rig ' nal p ich ' ah of this mahn . 
Yo ' remembah a long time ago , they took pich ' ah ,  yo ' know on thuh ole plate . An '  
on thuh ole frame they hang ' em on thuh wall . An ' i t  may b e  pos ' ble tha ' his 
daughtah could still have one . Ah do not remembah seein ' one in theah home when 
ah was theah las ' . Ah ' m  wonderin ' tha ' she might have one , yah know? An '  this 
would not be a hard thin ' for me t uh get a copy . Yo ' see , espish ly [ especially ] 
aftah ah explain tuh her . Because in thuh days tha ' we are thinkin ' about , an ' 
thuh t ime a roo t doctah was cons idahed a very lowly person , A person tha ' sol ' 
himself tuh thuh Devil . [ Bo th say in unison ! ]  [Amaz ing ! ]  

(You ' re right . )  
Fo ' this reason , yo ' see if  yo ' notice on thuh top of mah cahd [ card ] , yah see 

heah ah says tha ' John 14 : 14 :  "If yo ' should ask enythin ' in mah name , ah will do 
it . "  Yuh s ee? When yo ' have Bible inscriptioned on yah cahd , uh , in yah , inj ec ' 
this in yuh convahsation , thuh people tuhday have a dif ' runt , uh , feelin '  tuhward 
these thin ' s .  

( I  know . ) 
Because they come an ' they know wheah ah ' m at  tuhnight , re ' l ly it ' l l b e  crowd

ed out chere yo '  know? An '  b elieve it or not ,  would yah b e l ieve it , ah see more 
white than ah do colahed . 

( I ' m  glad you said that . }  
Yo ' undahs tan ' ? For s ev ' ral reason • • •  

( I ' m  glad you said that . )  
There ' s  two reasons ah do this . Yo ' s ee uh , in Ghana , many people tuhnight 

are hungry . An '  theah ' s twenty-one of us tha ' are workin ' heah . An ' we spec ial-



- Hoodoo - Conj urat ion - Witchcraf t - Rootwork - 4 6 2 7  

iz e .  Ah ' m  thuh one tha ' specialize in thuh spiritual f iel ' , [ being ] ordain mini
s tab , an ' a healah . B less wit ' thuh talen ' s [ talents ] from mah very b ir th . Or
dain tuh he ' p  an '  heal people . An ' advice dat ah g ive , dey say it very f ruitful . 
Ah wish somet ime yo ' have t ime tuh read , tuh heah a lettah .  Ah would like yuh 
tuh r ead one if yo ' could see well ' nough tuh read . Heah one come tub me from 
one lady , or mahn . Ah think this mahn . Heah , dis came from mahn ovah dere . 
Heah is thuh mos ' movin '  let t ah .  I t  came f rom a lady ovah theah in X [well
known city in Florida ] . This is thuh b e t tah lettah , but this mahn heah , he in
nahrested in numbahs . This woman innahr es t ed too , but , ah • • •  

(This is in X Florida? ) 
X . , Florida , das right . 
(What ' s  this , ninet een , eigh t , what ' s  that da t e  on there? ) 
Let ' s  see . Let ' s  s ee .  This is , uh • • •  
(You read the letter for us . )  
April s event een , nineteen seven ' y .  Dear Prophet Wakiee Sarheed : Ah am Mary 

Wilson , Doetah James E .  Carter ' s  mothah . Mah son James [ epilep t i c ]  he had ' no
thah one of tho s e  spells . An ' fel l  out [ down ] an ' it was kinda hard on h im .  
This t ime , he chewed up h i s  tongue , chewed his tongue u p  a bit . But h e ,  uh ,  
but he i s  much b e t t ah now . Thanks thuh Lawd fo ' tha ' . Ah need yo ' tuh he ' p  me 
If yo ' wil l ,  p lease . Ah don ' t have eny money tuh send wit this lettah , but ah 
wan ' yo ' tuh send me a numb ah . An '  if it come out , ah will sen '  yuh some money . 
Mah son , James E .  is a dbetah. Thuh younges ' specialize in thuh [ field? ] .  Ah 
don ' know wha ' yo ' call this in thuh women ' s  f ield , he specializ e in women ' s  
a ilmen ' . His ' rig ' nal o f f us [ of f ice ] is in , uh Palm Beach , Florida • • •  [ letter 
continued lat er ] . 

(You mean an M. D . ? )  
Yeah . [ I  doubt it . ]  
(An M . D . ? )  
CUBBY Gynecologist ?  
Yeah, thas r ight gynecologis ' ,  yeah tha ' s r ight , wit womens • • •  spec ialize . 
( Is he colored or whit e? ) 
Colahed , colahed . 
[ Letter cont inues : ]  He rec eive thuh numbahs yo ' s ent me . He played them in 

on one house , an ' it came ou t  on thuh o thah hous e . He played it Tuesday an ' he 
d id not come out , but it came out Sataday . But he d id ' n '  not play it Sataday . 

[ All laugh . ] 
He worr ie d ovah it so much , undahs tan '  ah think it caus e him tuh have tha ' 

spell . So p l ea s e  l et me heah from yo ' soon . From Mary Wilson . Ovah . Yo ' can 
call me if yo ' wish at 461-5832 . We git many let tahs • • •  

( This is from X . , Florida . ) 
Florida . From Mary Wilson . She ' s  s t il l there . [An original copy of this 

let ter is g iven at the end of HOODOO , vo lume 3 . ] 
(Now how did she get your name? )  
Well , her son , when he had his troub l e , h e  s en '  f o ' me in Wes ' Pa ' m  Beach . 

An ' uh , he was a dOatah , he had a li ' l money , an ' ah went tuh s ee whut his 
troub le was .  They had him changed wit a ' bort ion . 

(Ooooooooh ! Now , uh huh . ) 
Yah see what ah ' m  sayin ' t ub yah? 
(Ooooh-ooooh, I see . )  
Big trouble ! S o  he remembahed me . 
( I  s ee . )  
When thuh Lawd b less ed them not tuh have a long t ime [ in j ail ] . 
( I  s ee . ) 
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An '  he free now on parole . He only got thirty mont ' s .  Yah know? 
( I  s ee . ) 
An '  he did tha ' foolishly becaus e he couldna [ could not ? ] spen ' two hunderd 

an ' f if ty-five mo ' dollah an ' he wouldna [would not ]  got a day . 
Sometime a mahn love thuh money too good tuh git thuh bes ' o '  service [ bes t 

of service ] .  Do yah see what I ' m sayin ' tuh yah? 
( I  certainly do ! )  
How in the woil ' [world ] can ah survive wit mah twelve chilun [ children] if 

ah don ' make money? 
( I  don ' t know. ) 
Yah see? I don ' flavah mah work at all .  Yah s ee ,  dey pay or don ' receive 

anythin ' from me . 
( I  s ee . )  [ That if the cl ient had paid $ 250  more money he would have gone 

free - so says the Prophet . ]  
Yah s ee .  But now , tha ' is thuh reason ah tell thuh people cleahly on thuh 

bottom of  mah cahd , yo ' notice , ah say it cher e , uh , let ' s  see how ah say it 
theah, uh [ quot es : ] See me , ah t ell yo ' thuh caus e of  yuh trouble an ' how tuh 
ovahcome them . Ah do what o thahs c laim tuh do . Many talk about thuh mitmahn 
or rootmahn . Don ' t b e  fooled . Ah produce resu ' t or refun ' yo ' money . 

[ Cubby laughs . ]  
(Before we go , one o ther step we all want to know what ' s  a mitman? ) 
Mitmahn is a mahn like dis : Yo ' come in contac ' wit people who propos e [ pre

t end ] tuh know a lot ' bout diffrun ' thin ' s . But they do not have a spir ' tuaZ 
eye .  They do no t heah wit a spir ' tua Z  eah [ ear ] . Therefo ' they can no t s ee ,  
nor can they heah . I f  they can not s ee or heah , how can they he ' p  yo ' ?  

( I  s ee • • •  ) 
Yo ' follow this . Then they j is '  say he ' s  a mahn tha ' look in yo ' han ' an ' 

tell yo ' damn lies , ' scus e thuh express ion, an ' take yo ' money . 
(Well now , has this anything to do with , he ho lds out his mit , his hand ? )  
Yo ' hand . 
(Palm reader? )  
Yeah ! Pa ' m  readah . 
( I  heard that expression , the doctor gave me that expression in Little  Rock , 

Arkansas . It ' s  the only time I ' ve heard it . )  ( I  surely mus t  mean the f irst  t ime 
I heard it . ] 

Mitmahn 
(A mi tman. ) 
Yeah , well you see • • • 
(So  they sort of look down upon a mitman. ) 
He ' s  a swindler , tha ' s  all . He ' s a swindlah , my brothahs . 
J is '  a swindlah , yah s ee? Mahn come heah , like yo ' say .  Well mah han ' s eem 

tuh give me a lil ' troub l e .  Well , now ah have some o r l  [ oil]  across thuh street 
ah don ' t keep it  heah because it ' s  j is ' tuh valuable  tuh keep in heah in cas e 
people come up yuh know? I don ' t know if they ' l l break in because ah ' ll only be 
heah one or two nights a week, yah see .  [As I may have said somewhere the Pro
phet heads a small commune and lives among his peop l e , a commune of persons who 
have s eparate homes . ]  When ah want tuh study , ah have some prob lum • • •  a plac e .  

Heah ' s  wh a t  happuned . Ah say when yo ' take this orl yo ' , yo ' use it  fo ' 
[ for ] three days . An ' if yo ' don ' t f in '  some concre t e  resu ' t - heah go ahead 
brothah - s ome concrete resu ' t of yo ' b ein ' aid by this , then yo ' don ' t owe me 
enahthin ' . But if yo ' b een aid bah [by ]  it , then yo ' owe me s evendy sevun [ 7 7 ]  
dollah an ' thirteen c ent . 

(Why the thirt een cents ? )  [ The payment to doctors o f  odd sums was once com-
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mon . There are examp les of  it i n  HOODOO. ] 
Well , this is a secret . Ah cannot t ell tha ' at this time .  We will tell yo ' 

prob ' ly at anothah t ime if we should see yo ' ag ' in .  
(Now, are you going to b e  back here?  You ' re going away . Are you go ing to be 

back soon? ) 
Wel l ,  uh , what chew mean , soon? 
(Well , I don ' t know how long I ' m going to be here . I will probably be here 

until the 18th ,  you know. ) 
Until the 18 th . 
(Next month [ July ] . You ' re going to be  back in a couple of weeks , aren ' t 

you? ) 
Ah ' ll b e  back ' fo '  then , if there ' s  anythin ' on bus iness . 
(Oh well , I want to s ee you again , then . )  
Yeah , if there ' s  anythin ' on busines s .  But now , uh , if yo '  rea ' ly wan ' some , 

uh , s ee in the co ' se of yeahs , so many li ' l thin ' s , innah thin' s ,  that could b e 
impo ' tan ' , an ' intahresin ' if ah would go tuh B eauf or t , Sou ' Car ' ina . Then ah 
could do some inves tigation on mah own . An '  then we could have s omep in yah know, 
ah might say mo ' concret e .  Uh ,  mah t ime , this is wheah [=  �hy here ] ah make it 
very cleah about mah t ime , s ince ah have already cut down [ s eeing people ] . Ah 
have cut off three people tuhnight ah would have seen ,  because this mahn [Hyatt ] 
worried me , ah don ' t  know [why ] tub see y o ' . An '  ah cut them off b ecause , uh , 
ah wanted tub s ee whut was so  impo ' tan ' about Doatah Buz zahd . 

(Wel l ,  the only thing important about Doator Buz zard was that you knew him . )  
Oh ! 
(That ' s  the important thing . )  
Ah s ee .  Ah s ee .  
(You see , I have never , there ' s  no contact . Mo s t  o f  these people have heard 

stories about him, you s ee? ) 
Right . Right . 
(And the nearer you can get to the man , the more you know about him ,  the 

near er you are to the truth . )  
CUPPY There ' s  no hearsay . [ Thanks for the ass is t . ] 
There ' s  no hearsay about it at al l . 
(Did you ever hear o f , was there a Doctor Harris? Something about Doctor 

Harris some place? ) [ There is a cons id erab le amount of mater ial about this man 
in HOODOO. ] 

Florence , Sou ' Ca ' lina? 
( South Carolina . ) 
There was a mahn theah many yeahs ago , he pass ed many heahs ago . He was a 

mahn when ah was j us '  a boy . 
(Was he a whit e  man or  a colored man? ) 
This mahn was a white man . [He passes the t es t ! ]  
(This man was a whit e man ! Doator Harris I )  
Yeah , but yah see whut happun when theah be  a g ood doatah in a local ' ty an '  

somebody come from a long d istan ' an ' do not know him ,  then tha ' somebody take 
ovah an ' ' personate him .  

( I  know , I know . ) [ And I did know . The many Doctor Buzzards proves this ! ]  
Do yuh s ee whut ah mean? Tha ' whut we call mitmahn. Undahstan '  brothah? 

Like it is wit me now . Ah was in Jacksonvill e ,  an ' ah was broadcas tin '  on WTMP . 
An ' uh , a lady came ovah tuh thuh office an ' say , "No , yo ' not thuh Sarheed . Ah 
know , ah lookin ' f o '  Sarheed . "  Then ah say ,  "Well , yo ' have tuh show me who is 
Warkiee Sarheed . "  Yah know? Ah say b ecuz yo ' gove ' ment wouldn ' give me thuh 
wrong ident if ications . Yah undahs tan ' ?  
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( I  understand . )  
Yah think they give me thuh wrong identif ications? Uh? 
(They certainly wouldn ' t . )  
Uh ,  on thuh Social Secur ' ty cahd , thuh mahn say ,  "Yo '  go ahead an ' s ign it , 

this is f o '  mah ICS • • •  [ He hands something to me . ] 
(That ' s  right , that ' s  right • • •  International Correspondence School has been 

enrolled as a s tudent of • • •  That ' s  true . ) 
An ' [would] these people have me payin '  thuh money thuh wrong way at Fidil ' ty 

Bank? Ah am Sarheed . Ah am Thuh Great Warkiee Sarheed . But yah s ee ah ' void 
people a lot ta time because they worry me too much . An '  have too many problems 
an ' too less o '  money [ they do not have much money ! ] .  Yah see? Yah undahs tan ' ?  
Ah won ' t b e  bothahed wit their foolishness , yah s ee? This is mah social s ecur ' ty 
cahd , yah s ee ,  mah bank book wheah ah send in mah money tuh thuh school when ah 
pay . Ah ' m  su ' pos e tub pay whut?  Seventeen dollah an ' nine ' y  one cent . Right?  

(That ' s  right . )  
Twent ieth of each mon ' • Now heah ' s mah lessons head . Yah know . Heah ' s thuh 

package tha ' came from thuh s choo l .  
(Oh, yes . ) 
Yah s ee? Heah . 
(Oh yes . That ' s  interes ting . )  
Yah s ee we need mo ' buildahs . We need people tub undahs tan ' archite ' ral blue

prin ' read in ' • 
(That ' s  right . )  
An ' in thuh buildahs trade an ' we are able tuh he ' p  someone els e .  Ah help 

three boys tuh learn tuh b e  good buildahs . Yah see? Then ah ' ve he ' ped somebody 
tub stay away from thuh j ails , stay outa thuh s treet robbin ' an ' shootin '  an ' 
riding [ ? ] all thuh time . 

(That ' s  righ t . Everyone should try to help someone else - if it were j us t  one 
person . Do something . And , in other words we want knowledge .  That ' s  what I ' m 
trying to  get here . Get near the truth . On this . Well you talk about root work 
and conj ure ,  these p eople they ,  even me . You know they , when I was , they thought 
I was a det ec t ive . They thought , you know one person,  one woman up in South Car
olina, I think it was , said I was a German spy . This was the Second World War . 
German spy ! ) 

We don ' t worry • • •  
( I  wasn ' t  getting it from the local police , here the f ederal government could 

b e  after me with that s ort  of  thing going around . I have it in the book .  Oh 
s ay • • •  ) 

Mah social s ecur ' ty cahd ! Did ah put it • • • 
(Here . No , no , it ' s  r ight here . Wait . It was right there . Right with your 

what-chuh-call it . It  was r ight there . )  
Oh yeah ,  ah see . 
( I t  was right there . )  
[No one laughed ! Heat and incens e and in my case uncomfortable chair had re

duced everyone to mere survival . A Mas ter of Mys t eries los ing anything was too 
unbelievabl e  to be taken seriously . ] 

Theah we are .  Yeah . Whut ah ' m  s ayin ' tuh yo ' • • • 

(Don ' t loose your Social S ecurity Card or they ' ll put you in j ail for not 
registering for the draf t or something . ) [ Even that went unno t iced . ]  

Yeah , dey do now, dey don ' t bothah me wit this b ecuz , uh , they know tha ' ah , 
uh, he ' ped ' em  in many ways . Ah pay mah tax . Ah pay mah rent on mah farm, pay 
mah taxes theah , an ' of course ah have manah [many ] people ,  yah see we , we ac
cep t  so much of , we say ,  but then we give out so much in char ' ty .  
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( I know . I know . I know . ) 
Yah see , we don ' t evah turn too fah [ far ]  away from thuh Bible . 
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(That ' s  right . You have to have the spirit behind or you won ' t  do anything . )  
Yeah , yah s ee ,  if ah , if a mahn come ovah heah tuhnight an ' ah see tha ' uh , he 

has thuh wrong spirit fo ' me tuh converse wit him ,  ah ask him tuh come back at 
anothah time . 

(That ' s  right . )  
Maybe when his sp irit has changed or mine has changed . We don ' always know 

which spirit is thuh one tha ' is innahferin ' wit tha ' work . But thuh mos ' im
po ' tan ' thin ' is this : [ chants words ] Abadula , anothah great mahn but he not in 
America now . He comes an ' go . Yah see? But when yah speak o f  me , an ' yo ' s ee 
me put on thuh head [hat ? ] of  thuh cahd [ card? ] " from Ghana , "  but ah raised 
aroun ' Beaufor t ,  S ou '  Ca ' lina and Selma , No ' t ' Ca ' lina . Do yah s ee? 

(Yes . )  [A few unimportant deletions follow . ] 
No , no , no , conj ah workahs wit voodoo , yeah , they wan ' tub know thuh secret , 

they wan ' tub know thuh secret how ah tel l yo ' , if yo ' go t enemies comin ' tub yuh 
home . Ah tell yuh how tuh s top ' em .  They wanna know secrets of  how tha ' chew 
have sometime mahn have domestic problum . He say , "Theah some mahn tha ' s  comin ' 
tuh mah hous e .  Ah can ' t ketch ' im . " Ah tell him ah get a hickery stick , an ' 
show ' im how tuh use it . Then i f  he , thuh mahn he ketch mahn in his hous e ,  if 
he come in theah . Ah don ' know whethah he comin ' or not but yo ' say comin ' .  Ah 
say well , if he do come , yo ' ll ketch ' im theah . Yo '  see? But ah also try tuh 
advise a mahn tha ' it ' s  so easy tuh get in trouble .  Ah tell ' im  tha '  yo ' kin get 
in trouble so easy . So if yo ' happun tub ketch mahn , ah wan ' yo ' attention . 
Some of ' em  say ,  "Well , ah ' m  gain ' kill ' im . "  Ah say , "Wel l ,  no , ah won ' let yo ' 
kill dis mahn ' cause tha ' cause too much trouble an ' cause tub chilrun too much 
embar ' smen ' [ embarrassment ] . 

(That ' s  right . )  
Ah say , "Why don ' yah do this . Ah ' ll show yo ' thuh mahn an ' let yo ' keep ' im  

away . Now, ah ' 11  show yo 1 when he leavin '  • " Tha ' s whut ah do . Tha ' is thuh 
reason tha ' yo ' heah , if yo ' should heah me when ah be ovah in Orlando , soon , ah 
hope , on thuh 3rd of July . If Mr . Jackson ovah theah wil l turn on , yo ' wil l heah 
me an ' heah thuh people say , right aroun ' me heah , neah . We have people tha ' 
come an ' ask advic e ,  they know ah ' m  heah . But sometime ah s l ip in see , because 
ah don ' like tub be  bothahed too much , cause lottah time ah like tuh study an ' 

meditate .  
CUBBY May I ask a ques tion? 
Yo ' will , if ,  ah ' ll be glad tub answah if ah can . 
CUBBY Uh ,  what would have happened , what would have happened if he [Hyat t ]  

had untied an end knot?  [What a delayed ques t ion ! ] 
Ah migh ' would ' ve told ' im somepin diffrunt from whut thuh question ah asked 

at thuh t ime . Yo ' remembah whut ah tole ' im at thuh time? 
CUBBY Yes . 
About even though ' is convahsation was divided becuz he was talkin ' wit me 

he ' s  gain ' back ovah some trips he ' s  a lready made an '  one he ' s inten ' tuh make . 
This is mah • • •  ah don ' know • • •  

(Well , I ' d  certainly be  going back . I ' d  already made • • •  I mean the book is 
full of them . And I ' ve been going over those  for the las t  few years . )  

Um hm, yah see • • •  
(And I ' m forgetting ·a lot about some of  these things . I 'm out now to sort o f  

refresh [my memory ] . Now tell m e  something . D o  white people and black people 
in bel ieving this , having faith in this [ hoodoo ] ?  How , how are they [ in num
b ers ] ?  How do they stack up ? Some people say it ' s  about 50-50 . That 50% of 
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the colored people will b elieve in the s tuff [what a word to us e in Prophet ' s  
presence ! ] . I have in the books , 50% of the white people will believe in it . 
That is . largely a question of  economic , your lack of educat ion • • •  ) 

Uh huh . 
( • • •  or your experience ,  something of tha t sor t . What do you think about 

this ? ) 
Now ,  those who come , ah can only speak person ' ly about • • •  

(That ' s what I want you to  do . )  
Tho s e  who come befo ' me on bus iness , big bus iness , are mos ' ly lawyahs , doc-

tabs , teachahs • • •  

(Uh huh . ) 
• • •  Do yah see? 
(Um hum . )  
People that ah s ay in uppah mi ' le [middle ]  class . 
(That ' s r ight . )  
An ' even some highah. Po l ' tit ians . Po l ' titians • • •  

(Yes . )  
• • •  come , they are intahres ' ed in thuh vo te . [They come to learn how the elec

tion will  turn out . ] 
(Yes . )  
They won ' t ,  see ,  ah chahge [ charge ] a mahn , maybe ah charge a mahn , if he ' s  

a b ig ' nough pol ' tician , an ' he said , "Ah ' m  runnin ' fo ' mayah of S t .  Petersburg . "  
If  ah tell him tha ' ah ' ll get chew e lected , ah won ' leave outa this room or of
f ic e  or wheahevah ah gonna work from .  Ah ' m  gonna work from Jacksonvi ll e ,  uh 
work all thuh way from uh Spartenburg , Sou ' Ca ' lina . Do yah s ee it?  But den ,  
ah do somepin in thuh city . Ah do somep in all in thickly pop ' lated places wheah 
ah think people will vot e . Ah f in '  out two days befo ' thuh election , lak they 
go tuh cas t thuh ballet . Then yo ' know dey s et up these vot in ' booths an ' thin ' s .  
It ' s  when ah g o  by theah , theah ' s  somep in ah d o  theah tha ' ah ' m  sure tha ' outa 
ev ' ry ten go in theah , seven ' l l  vot e  f o '  mah mahn ! 

(Good ! )  [Al l  laugh . ]  
Yah see becuz ah chahge ' em  enough money ; see , ah might chahge ' im  $ 20 , 000 

fo ' tha ' work . 
(They should have paid you over in Alabama this las t election . )  
No , ah didn ' t bothah wit him b ecause • • •  

[ Hyat t laughs . ]  
But ah ' ve b een on very good cases . Ah ' ve worked fo ' govahnahs . Ah ' ve worked 

fo ' Senatahs , state an ' United S tate Senatahs , yo ' know , he ' pin ' ' em on these 
thin ' s .  But now we can no t go on into mah pahtic ilah work unless yo ' have yore 
own prob lum . 

( I  s ee . I understand . A special prob lem . ) 
Ah have a repetation [ ? ]  is what counts .  Yah s ee ,  if ah did no t  do these 

thin ' s ,  then ah could not s tay an ' be free tuh go an ' come as ah wish . 
(That ' s  right . That ' s  right . ) 
Do yuh fellah this ? 
(What I have been t elling these young men here , what I came to f ind out was 

your connection with Doctor Buz zard and whether • • •  ) 
He ' s  mah cous in • • •  
( • • •  you could tell me something about Doctor Buzzard , not any part icular 

formula that you might use in a par ticular case , see . ) 
I undahs tan ' yah very cleahly . 
(Spec ial formula . Now , if a person comes , each person is a different problem .) 
Right . 
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(You see ,  when I talk to people , each per son has an individuality of his  own . 
I don ' t lump them all together . ) 

True . True . 
(Each person , I - years ago we were coming back from Cincinnati to New York 

City ,  and my wife was transferring some bonds from the bank she had in C incin
nati to New York and she didn ' t want a lot of people to  know her business send
ing them through the banks , that sort of thing , so she put them on her person 
and then going back on the train , she took a drawing room - to keep her locked 
in , you see . )  

Right . 
( So ,  she told me they were on her in cas e o f  a wreck or something . There was , 

here was the porter ,  the steward of  the car when we got in . He showed us where 
we would s tay .  And uh , Oh ! I t  was a long train ,  13 or 14 Pullmans , and , we 
went into the dining room . And this was some time later , an hour or so later , 
and , I saw , he came through the d ining room .  I s topp ed him for a moment and 
said , "By the way , when you get ready to - we are going back to the c lub car 
later on - when you g et ready to do up the berths , I ' ll s leep in the upper berth, 
not in the side berth . You know, there ' s  a little  s ide one . And my wif e  said 
[ af ter he lef t ] ,  "Will you answer a quest ion? "  And I said , "Well , I ' l l try to . "  
It ' s  very difficul t ,  she a lways did cros sword puzzles and I very s eldom could 
answer anything . And she s aid , "How d id you recogniz e that man? You only saw 
him once when , when we got on the train .  How did you recognize him? " There 
were forty or f if ty colored men on this train .  [ That number is a l ittle exces
s ive but on that special night train to New York City there was an extra large 
crew . ] Well , I said , "I looked at him . " ) 

Urn hm .  [The Prophet is not impressed . I am not trying to impres s  him ! ] 
( I  looked at him. ) 
Um hm .  That ' s good enough in lo tta cases . [ Good ! ]  
( I  mean I saw him ,  of course I rememb ered him. ) 
Um hm ,  Uh mmmm . [ Better ! ] 
(The ' re [ there are ]  some people I ' ve worked with , if I - if I me t that man 

whose p icture is in that book , if I met him tomorrow , I ' d  probably recogniz e 
him . Of  cours e he ' d  be  thirty years o lder . )  

[ This could be  s tretching it a li t tle too far .  But it is  amaz ing how out in 
f ieldwork I concentrated on the person before me . The Prophet decides to  change 
the subj ec t ! ] 

Um hm .  Stephany Robaht , whom yo ' have heard about , s o  much about Doctah Buz
bahd , mah own person ' ! - ah thought of ' im as bein ' a mysterious man , but he 
worked thin ' s fo ' good to he ' p  p eople . 

(He never did evil . )  
He didn ' do evil for evil , but he could . 
(He could do it . )  
He could do it becuz he had thuh powah . He would say , "Well , ah put it in 

thuh c em ' t ery or in thuh s ea . Whutevah devilment had been done to yo ' rathah 
then [ than ] tuh hurt anothah human b ein ' . Um hm .  But i f  h e  promise tuh make 
a prof it , ah heard many of them say today , many aroun ' in Beauf ort County , they 
only play becaus e of his advis e .  

So in mah conclusion at this t ime about S tephany Roberts , who ah know , an ' yo ' 
call Doctah Buz zahd , he was a wondahful , a mys t er ' ous man in thuh fiel ' of  hoodoo 
or voodoo or what cha might • • •  [We run out of tape ! ] 

HYATT (Now you were , you were mentioning the 7th [ s ide? ] .  We are continuing 
on the 3rd s ide here [ impos s ib le ] and uh , this is the 9 th [ side ] . Here again 
let me get the date down . This is uh • • •  ) 
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CUBBY This is 2 2nd of June . 
HYATT (This is June 22nd .  What ' s? Monday night ? )  
CUBBY Monday night . 
HYATT (Monday night . ) 
CUBBY Um hum . 
HYATT (And uh 1 9 70 . )  
CUBBY 19 70 . 
HYATT (And the f ive o f  us are here in the room : My three contact men and the 

Doctor [ the Prophet ] here and I . )  
Um hum . [ This mus t b e  the doc tor , the Prophet himself . ]  
[ I t  was after 2 A . M .  and we have b een working under unusuaL conditions ! ]  
(And now you were speaking about the Seven Sis ters . And you mentioned Maria .  

Was it a Maria? ) 
[He c laims to have met the s is ter Maria in San Franc isco in 1948 . All this 

is of l ittle interes t . ] 
But there ' s  one thin ' ah think tha ' she [ the one o f  the so-called 7 Sis t er s ] 

tol ' tha ' theah was nevah - she ain ' t nevah had no seven s is tahs , b lood sistahs . 
She had two s is tahs workin ' fo ' ' er an ' three othah girls , yo ' see? Foah , foah 
o thah girls , yo ' know , to make [ the seven ] . But they were not ,  yo ' know , b lood 
sistahs . 

(They weren ' t blood sisters . Now , d id they all work together ? S eparately 
or what? ) 

Well , each had theah own room .  
(Oh , they were in the same house? ) 
Thuh same house .  
(Each one had uh • • •  ) 
Own room . Othah words thuh way she explain tuh me , when sometime when yo ' 

wit people they are like_!__yo '  know? Yo ' don ' get down to thuh real basic 
thin ' s because yo ' have yuh individ ' al problum tha ' yo ' re intahrested in . 

(They say all sorts of things about the Seven Sis ters . That one of  them,  
you saw the one to two to three to  four r ight up to s even . ) 

Right . 
(You had to s ee all s even of them . And each one had something . )  
Somethin ' diffrun ' an ' new . 
(Different . They sp ec ialize in it . ) 
This one come , she give yo ' a bath . The othah would give you some type of 

oil . The o thah may g ive yo ' some type of urb [ herb ] .  The o thah may tell yo ' 
somepin tuh do . An '  thuh othah [ last one ] may j is '  look at yo ' an ' say , "Yo ' 
ready tuh go home . "  [ Laugh . ] Now yo ' see? 

[Leave three blank lines . Unintelligib le . ] 
(Did one of them hold out her hand? )  
She might have ah don ' t  know . [Al l  laugh ! ] But yo ' know how like ah say , 

yo ' got yuh own problums . 
Uh hm . Jis ' recently heah they wro t e  these books heah whut they call , Thuh 

Las t Ten Book o '  Thuh Prophe ts .. Yo ' see in modern times unless yo ' spec ' lize 
in yore work yo ' cannot be successful . If yo ' cannot produce resu ' t  yo ' don ' t 
have any b ig income , yo ' know . So yo ' f in '  in all these thin ' s we have some 
pa ' ts of it heah whut we call Thuh Ten Los t Books of thuh Prophe ts . Now this 
is bah Louis D .  Clarhmont [ C lairmont ] ,  yah see . Now he wus sup ' osed tuh go tuh 
one of tho s e  two-haided men in dose  days in olden times • • •  

[ The Prophet evidently shows me some pamphlets or paperbacks - all apparently 
by Louis D .  Clairmont - I now name : ] 

Ancient Books of Magic 
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The Ten Lost Books of the Prophets 
MosesJ So lomon and Jesus of NazaPeth 
Book No . 6  [or does this Pefer to one of these ? ]  
The Mas ter 's  Course of Legends and Hypnotism 
Legends of Incense3 Herbs and Oi l Magic 
The Home Herb Doctors 
How to Ge t the Winning Number 
The Seven Keys to Power 
[Author is Inventor of Hyptnopoo ls • . •  poo ley ? ]  

4635  

I don ' t know [ says the Prophet ] whut this hypnopooley means but  it ' s  a powah
ful thin ' ah imagine . [ Everyone laughs . ]  

Now in mah s earch in books fo ' knowle ' ge we foun ' , as yo ' said befo ' , tha ' 
they did not leave much . They did not leave anythin '  pahticulah ' cause yah s ee 
these books tha ' we have heah - heah is the books I have read mahs e ' f  Ancient 
Books of Magic3 the Mas ter 's Courses in Hypnosis • • .  ! didn ' t  read tha ' [ coughs ] .  
Excuse me p leas e .  Legends of Incense3 Herbs and Oi l Magic. We foun ' a li ' l e 
somep in in tha ' . But whut yo ' don ' f ind is thuh fo ' mulah . These thin ' s [ form
ulas ] are pas sed on from ear to ear , see? 

(Yes . )  
[My "yes" here merely means " continue . " There is no s ecret knowledge handed 

down from the ancients " ear to ear" through the ages . Two lines preceding my 
"yes , "  the Prophet complains "whut yo ' don ' f in '  (here) is thuh fo ' mulah . "  I t  
is unfortunat e ,  perhaps fortunat e , that the Prophet did not put o n  his seeing 
and hearing hat during the interview - did he have it on , I have forgotten .  He 
would have known that in his hands he had held the only collection of formulas 
ever put together . What would he have said of  the 5 volumes? ] 

Now ,  aside from S t epney Roberts which we ' riginal ' y talked about as Dr . Buz
zard , uh, ah don ' t know • • •  l ike ah tol ' yah , Maria tol ' me s omepin tub do about 
thuh girls , thuh two girls came [ out to be with him in California ] . Tha ' s  true . 
Ah ' m  a witness tub this .  If thuh girl was alive today she would say she was a 
witness . She say , "Ah don ' t know why thuh hel l  ah come tuh yo ' • " Because ah 
wus pur tty mean in mah young days about women , yo ' know. 

(Oh ! [ Both laugh . ]  You didn ' t  need any • • • ) 
Ah didn ' t need eny reason to whip the ox if they do wrong but ah treat ' em  

nic e ,  yo ' s ee .  [ No t  too clear . ] We had a big f ight tha ' s  thuh r eason we wasn ' t  
togethah then . An ' if ah did whut Mar ia tol ' me to do . Thuh cards ( g irls ? ] came 
from Dill ion , Sou ' Ca ' lina [ to ]  San Francisco , California . Couldn ' t hardly pro
nounce thuh name . Yo ' see whut ah ' m  sayin ' tuh yah? 

(Uh huh . ) 
So as ah said befo ' , an ' if ah have not said it , ah would like tuh at  this 

point . Whethah yo ' bel ieve or do no t b el i eve , if yo ' have been tol ' a secret 
how to make thin ' s  come tub pass an ' yo ' have made yuh body magnetic , theah is 
nothin ' tha ' yo ' canno t do . All thuh [ al though ] thin ' s they said Jesus did mahn 
[man ] could still do it , if he only do one thin ' , git  control of  se ' f .  Don ' care 
whut would happun . Ah might git in troub l e  fo ' shootin '  mahn . Ah don ' have tuh 
g it angry tub shoot  ' im .  H e  have vi ' lated some of  thuh common laws o f  livin ' , 
has become necessary tuh shoo t ' im ,  an ' he gonna shoot me if ah don ' t shoo t  ' im . 
Ah gonna be thuh firs ' one to put somepin tuh his haid tub heal ' im too . I t ' s  
a mattah of chas tization . Ah chas tiz e ' im in ordah ah may be able tuh save his 
lif e .  Do yo ' see whut ah mean? 

( I  s ee . I see . ) 
S o  ah deal hardah wit mahs e ' f than any o thah problem tuh keep mahse ' f  from 

g it tin ' too angry or eatin ' too much or drinkin ' [ too much]  or thuh main thin ' 
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is talkin ' [ too much ] . 
Ah ' ve been told an ' ah mus ' tell yuh theah ' s  ano thah mahn we will talk about , 

I hope at a latah dat e .  
( I  hope s o  too . )  
He l ived in Emporia , Virginia . His fam ' ly s t ill  lives . He got childrun an ' 

his wife , a young wife , still  live theah an ' she wants me tub come an ' work wit 
her but yo ' know ah always thot tha ' since Gawd was so kin ' tub give mahn domin
ion ovah thuh ear th but if he should have wif e of ' is own an ' he wanted tub t each 
her some secrets o f livin ' , then he could do this . But to say tub co-opera te and 
work in this way wit a woman , ah don ' t think ah need her because it would come 
t ime ah have somep in impo ' tan ' tub do , she may take off  her panties or somepin 
an ' would ' tract mah attention from mah work . 

[ Everyone laughs . ] 
(There are problems in this work, aren ' t there? ) 
There come a t ime when ah have tub s it heah an ' ah take one o '  these small 

l i ' le can ' les , yo ' see all ' em us ed ' cep t mayb e one or two . One of  ' em haven ' t  
been us ed . Ah would light a can ' le heah an ' ah ' d  do somepin tub thuh can ' le an ' 
ah ' d  wake up somebody mayb e in Richmon ' , Virginia , Washington , D . C .  or Philadel
phia an ' ah ' d tell ' em  somep in . They ' d remembah whut ah tole ' im becaus e they ' d  
write  me , tell me somep in whut they dreamed . 

( Uh huh . )  [ Here is the real doator ! I had one in Florida years before who 
could shoot an arrow and kil l a person in New York City . ] 

Yah see .  Well ah can ' t have woman aroun ' me , put t in '  huh ahms on me , ah don ' 
need tha ' . 

( In other words you have t o  concentra t e . ) 
Tha ' s reason ah hide away heah , yo ' see? 
This woman [ his secretary or  receptionis t ? ? ]  knows if they got somepin impo '  

tan ' .  She knows where tub f in '  me . She will come an ' ask me if ah wan ' tub talk 
wit someone • • •  or would ah • • •  

(Yes , I see . )  
Like thuh lady tuhnight she called ovah from Tampa . Ah tole huh , "No , ah 

wouldn ' t be able tuh bothah wit her ' cause she ain ' t got no big cas e ,  she ' s  
sellin '  whiskey , yo ' know . 

[Author laughs . ] [Was this tens ion? Or a play on word aase of whiskey ! ]  
It  wouldn ' t gonna bring but 113 p it iful li ' le dollahs , yo ' know . 
[ Author laughs again . ] [ Notice the 113 . ] 
[ Long pause . ]  [ There should have been a long pause . ] 
It has b een wunnerful ta ' kin ' wit yuh up tub this point . Ah am sorry ah 

cannot at this time say eny mo ' ' bout thuh Seven S istah trut ' fu ' ly b ecause ah 
didn ' t know tha ' much about ' em .  Ah only met one of ' em in p erson . Tha ' was 
Maria Whit ley an' so ah cou ldn ' say much . Ah meet thuh woman once or twice an ' 
yo ' see each time they have a l i ' le pahty . 

(You haven ' t  read all these? [ I  refer to the preceding pamphlets . ]  Thes e 
books were published in New York City . The D-0-R-E-N-E , Dorene Publishing Com
pany , Inc . , 14 72 Broadway . ) 

Wan '  tha ' address ? 
(That is the address , 14 72  Broadway . Did you get much of these books ? I 

mean usable s tuff or was it mostly talk? ) 
Heah ' s  whut happened . Thuh mos ' of  them , they have a passage . No , this is 

whut ah ' m  ta ' king about , thuh diffrunt Psalms . Now in these books , Thuh Lost 
BOok of the Prophets , the only thin ' tha ' ah had an ' ah had this befo ' ' cause 
ala feuD' it in Seven and Si:r: books of Moses [Si:r:th and Seventh Books of Moses } .  
Ah � found it in the Seventh , Eighth , Ninth and T enth Book of Moses , yah see . 
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[This is probably the only t ime I ever heard of  the Ninth and Tenth books . ]  
Then yah know • • •  
(They had taken it out of  some other books . • •  ) 
Right . 
( • • •  and put it in here . )  

4 6 3 7  

Right . But yah see thuh secret of  thuh Psa ' m ,  yo ' s ee ,  thuh meanin ' o '  thuh 
psa ' m ,  thuh secret of thuh psa ' m  were meant tuh teach yo ' certain psa ' ms tuh do 
certain thin ' s .  Fo ' ins tan ' this is P sa ' m number 18 [ he shows this in one o (  
his pamphlets ] :  "If  robbahs are ' bout tuh at tack yo ' ,  pray this psa ' m  quickly 
but £everly [ fervently? ] wit ' thuh prayah belongin ' to it wit ' conf idance [ con
f idence ] in the beholdah ' s  name of ' Ligah [ Elij ah ] . Lij ah tha ' is mighty , all 
merc ' ful an ' compassionate Gawd . Thuh robbah will leave yo ' sud ' nly wit ' out 
inflictin '  thuh slightest inj ury upon yo ' .  Thuh lettahs necessary tuh make thuh 
holy name of Gawd are contained in thuh words • • •  " Not goin '  tuh tell yo ' about 
tha ' foolishness theah but heahs [ this is ] thuh prayah . Now , how in thuh hell 
yo ' gain ' to pray • • •  excuse the expression , when yo ' don ' know thuh 18th Psa ' m an ' 
yo ' re goin ' tuh be  robbed an ' yo ' don ' have yo '  Bib le . How yo '  go in ' tuh do it 
then? 

[ Everybody laughs . ]  
So yo ' see whut ah ' m  sayin ' tuh yah? So whut they do is sell yo ' one set o f  

books advahtis ' ment of  o thah books . So yo ' be buyin ' books thuh res ' o '  yo ' 
days an ' not get eny info ' mation . Ah was s eekin ' info ' mat ion . 

(Not learn a thing . In o ther words these are sucker books . ) 
Tha ' ' zackly whut they are . Yo ' see , but yo ' spen ' a la tta money on these 

thin ' s ' cause yah see ah wanted tub f in '  out mo ' an ' mo ' .  
(They ' d ge t more out o f  my books than those . )  
Right , right , right . 
[ Author laughs . ] [Why , I would no t know . ] 
So whut we did , ah f in '  out tha ' mahn . Ah say yo ' don ' wan ' tub do too many 

thin ' s enyway . Yo ' don '  wan ' tub ' cummulate too much an ' make people wanna kill 
yah . 

(Yes . ) 
Yo ' don ' wanna be so po ' they hate yah . 
[Author laughs . ] 
So whut yah do yah try tub live an ' he ' p  othahs tub l ive comfor ' bly , peaceably 

in theah homes an ' wit their neighbahs . An ' these are thuh thin ' s tha ' Sarheed 
teach . He tells ' em  tha ' he will tell ' em thuh cause of their troub le an ' how 
tub ovahcome them . Then ah do whut othahs claim tub do . 

(That ' s r ight . ) 
Excep ' ah do it  s incerely wit thuh undahs tandin '  tha ' they come tuhnight . If  

they have $20 , 000 , ah charge ' im $ 1000 for whut ah wan ' tuh do  or will do fo ' 
' em . Ah would not accep ' all this money ' til  they have seen s ome concrete re
su ' ts from thuh work ah promised tuh do . Then ah def ' nit ' ly wan ' thuh res '  o f  
mah money . We won '  have eny troub le theah . 

[ Everyone laughs . ]  
(We ' re talking to a rich man here . A man that throws around thousands of  

dollars . )  
No , no , ah j is '  say we do this • • •  hand me ano thah cigaret t e  will yo ' please 

s i r ?  [Mr . Cubby hands him a c igarette and extends a l ighted match . ] Ah ' ll go 
ovah an ' g e t  mine in a minute .  Ah was supposed to sit  theah , ah j is '  come ovah 
heah to meet  thuh mahn • • •  [mumbles and talks too fast ] . Heah ' s  whut happuns . Ah 
f in ' by he ' pin ' o thahs tha ' yo ' only he ' p  yorese ' f .  

( I  think you are absolutely right . )  
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Yah see ah git pleasure out of  he ' p in '  othahs . But now when they come heah , 
they j is '  wanna gamble , tha ' s their bus ' ness . [ They come to Sarheed for lucky 
numbers . ]  

(Uh huh . ) 
Now theah ' s some people in this same , in this same b lock right down thuh 

s treet here las ' week they couldn ' have bought groceries if ah had not had com
pass ion on ' em .  Yo ' undahs tan ' compass ion? 

(I understand . )  
When they come an ' tol '  me , say ,  "Sa ' heed ah hat e  tuh bothah yo ' .  People tell 

me yo ' don ' t give num.bahs . "  Ah say , "Well ah don ' but ah f iggah thuh num.bah ac
cordin ' tuh thuh name an ' thuh month in which yo ' were bo ' n .  Mos '  people ah do 
this fo ' , if they really are in need Gawd b lesses ' em .  

(Yes , yes . )  
He have many ways tuh bless . 
( I  see . That ' s  right . )  
An ' tha ' s whut ah do . Yo ' d  be su ' prised how many t imes ah have done this fo ' 

people who re ' ly have tuh go borrow money they played , but when thuh num.bahs 
came they had thuh right one . 

(Yes , yes . )  
Now here ' s  a mahn already wit money an ' ah f iggah an ' tel l  ' im it look good 

fo ' 2 days , 2 weeks or somepin like tha ' . An ' it may be  a yeah befo ' his num.
bah even come out . 

(That ' s  right . )  
He don ' need no mo ' money . 
(That ' s  right . )  
Heah ' s  a woman wit 2 childrun , hungry . Gawd ' s  gonna f eed those childrun . 
(That ' s  right , right . )  
Well yo ' ve got tuh g ive this way , yo ' see . 
(Right , in o ther words ins tead of  asking for the real gifts of  life they are 

only throwing their health and their money away . Truly a shocking thing . )  
True , but now don ' evah think in yo ' min ' , yo ' heah it say , yo ' heah thuh mahn 

say , "Well ah can 01'088 yo ' up so bad until yo ' won ' evah get s traightened out 
again . Now he can ' t do tha ' , re ' lly . 

(Uh huh . ) 
But he can 01'088 yo ' so  bad yo ' may not see thuh person tha ' will s traighten 

yo ' out . [ Laughs . ]  Do yo ' s ee? Yo ' can b e  s traightened ' cause Gawd Almighty 
is thuh powah . An '  mahn is thuh instrum.unt thro ' which Gawd works . Yah see ,  he 
always tells us • • •  heah • • •  Ah would like tuh read this one l i ' le  part in this book 
fo ' yo ' an ' maybe yo ' pass  it on tuh somebody tha ' might undahstan '  these thin ' s .  
I t  says in thuh 3rd chaptah o f  Amos an ' thuh 7 th verse , says , "Surely thuh Lawd 
will  do nothin ' but he reveal his secret unto his servant , the prophet . "  Tha ' s  
all , Gawd works thro ' mahn . Each of  us • • •  

(That ' s  right . )  
• • • his instrumunt . 
(How is he going to work with man? He has to work through man . ) 
Tha ' s  thuh only way . An '  thuh people look fo ' thuh wrong thin ' . They take 

t ime out when they should b e  lookin ' fo ' a j ob ,  they down on their knees prayin ' . 
Now lis ' en tuh this ca ' ful ' y .  Ah have no obj ection of  good prayah but make it  
short ,  if yo ' have some bus ' ness tuh ' tend tuh , don ' t lose too  much t ime prayin ' . 

(That ' s  right . I agree with you . )  
Yah undahstan '  whut ah ' m  sayin '  tuh yah , because yo ' have tuh g it out heah an ' 

contac ' people in ordah tuh git these b less in ' s . 
(Even Jesus didn ' t like prayers too long . )  
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No ,  no , look at "Our Fathah which art in heaven , hallow ' ed be thy name • • •  " 
(Yes . Short prayers . And I say the same thing about s ermons . If  you can ' t  

say it in 15 minut es you can ' t say it in 2 hours . ) [Laughs . Who? ] 
A frien '  of mine , Rev . Jackson ask me tub speak a word or two up heah on thuh 

street . Ah don ' like tub do this but it does tel l us tub go intuh thuh highways 
an ' hedges .  An ' thuh worse place • • •  we do need a lo tta prayah up heah on 22nd 
[ S treet ]  on certain blocks up theah , yah know? Sure ' nuff need some prayah up 
theah . 

[Hyatt laughs . ]  
[No wonder I laughed ! Some of  those blocks up there were so tough you prayed 

even when you rode through them in daytime ! ]  
So ah wouldn ' turn the mahn down . Ah went up theah ah talked about 12  minutes , 

yah know? 
(That was fine . ) 
An ' tha ' s all . Ah j is ' say • • •  
(They can remember that . )  
Yo ' can remembah some of  thuh thin ' s ah t ell  yo ' [ Herman and Charles ] this 

af t ' noon i f  yo ' will think . Yo ' say yo ' have prob lums but yo ' canno t solve them 
by keep on dr inkin ' . 

(That ' s right . ) 
Thuh more yo ' drink thuh biggah thuh prob lum will git . 
(Yes , yes . ) 
Yo ' may fo ' get it fo ' a f ew minutes but when yo ' sobah up again yo ' got tu 

same problum, double whut it was b efo ' . Becaus e yo '  done spent money yo ' could 
have bought some grocer ies wit . [ Later in one of our talks Mr . Cubby and I dis
cuss this problem of thes e two men . ] 

[ Everyone laughs . ] 
[And so in laughter we broke up about 3 A . M .  All 4 of  them escort ed me home , 

Mr . Cubby choos ing every dark s treet he could find . What a night ! ]  

SECOND INTERVIEW AND IN DIFFERENT HOUSE 

HYATT (All right ,  now . Is  it starting a tape? All right . All right , now . ) 
CUBBY Well yo ' know tuhday is , uh • • •  Yo '  want tub trade chairs wit me pleas e ,  

a h  gotta g i t  closah tub thuh light . Uh , tuhday i s  June 24 th [ 19 7 0 ] . 
(That ' s  right . ) 
PROPHET June thuh 24th . We had planned tub see yuh , let ' s make no mistake ,  

on June 2 8 ,  which would be Sunday ,  but due tub c ircums tanc e  which ah am proud o f  
in a sens e ,  becuz yo ' see , ah had tub atten ' tub while ah was ovah theah foun '  
out i t  had been changed ovah fo ' good . Ah returned ahmediately tuh thuh city . 
An '  as ah look ovah whut ah had tub do ah forgot tha '  ah had promised tub be  wit 
a Rev .  G . C .  Jackson on Sunday an ' he ' s goin ' tub Lauterdal e [ Fort Lauderdale] 
Florida . But this is not so inthahrestin ' yo ' about dis but that ' s  thuh reason 
ah had tub change this so ah d id not want tub mis s yo ' on talkin ' . An ' ah think 
theah was a thin ' ah thought about aftah ah lef ' yo ' , it came tub mah min ' ' bout 
Stephanie Roberts . 

(Good . )  
An ' ah thought about one of  thuh most  intahres t in ' thin ' tha ' had evah hap

puned in mah life an ' maybe in his l if e ,  is theah was a incudent ha ' puned .  Ah 
could not f in '  thuh yeah . Ah called a lady in Savannah - Matildy Murphy - tub 
try tub fin '  out thuh exac ' date an ' yeah when this incudent ha ' puned ' bout 
somepin involvin ' a accident . St ephanie , which yo ' all call Doctah Buz zahd , he 
have accident , yo ' know , li ' le minah accident in Savannah . So dey put thuh mahn 
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in j ail .  Yo ' follah this? 
(They put him in j ail? ) 
Yes , but lissen tuh this ca ' ful ' ly though . They put him in j ail  • • •  So this 

is how ah remembah now so cleahly . Ah had tuh take him three leaves of sage 
an ' this vehy aftahnoon . He walked [ free ] r ight down West  Broad S tr e e t  leadin ' 
this j ackas s . Yo ' know whut a j ackass is don ' yah ?  

(Yes , I know . ) 
An ' this thin ' s cared thuh p eople almos ' tuh death , theah . Can yo ' undahs tan ' 

whut ah ' m sayin ' tuh yah ? 
(I  do unders tand . ) 
Thuh man , ah don ' t know whut he did wit this sage , but anyhow they talk about 

it even now, an ' dey don ' l ike tuh discuss it . Ah tried tub g1t in touch wit 
this lady so that ah could get her tuh go tuh thuh co ' thouse tuh try tuh f in '  
somebody but ah don ' t remembah those peoples names . So long back , yah see . But 
thuh mahn walk outa thuh j ail . An ' they saw him up thuh street leadin ' a j ack
ass right down Broad S treet . West  Broad , yah know , wit a mule . Yah know, this 
is a mys terious thing , j is ' like somepin thuh yogi does , yo ' know . 

[ The Prophet underestimates me with this preceding story about sage leaves . 
Thirty years before our second meeting I already had collected sage-leaf rites 
used in court cases , 9117-91 3 7 ,  pp . 36 9 3- 36 9 9 , v . 4 ,  and there are probably others 
in these HOODOO volumes . Is the Prophet making up a few things as he goes along? 
Some things , yes . That is his bus iness , to create a r ite  to meet an emergency , 
if he has a r iteless situation . ]  

(We we ' re - all of us we ' re interested in that letter you r ead - you know you 
showed it to me and you read . And , you know , I would like with your permiss ion , 
very much to use that letter , not the private names in there , because somebody 
could sue you , you know , but I would like to have those copied , you know , by 
pho tos tat or Xerox . They do that in a couple of minutes . ]  

Here is thuh lettah . [ Do not underes t imate the Prophet . ] 
(There is the letter . You [ to Cubby ] read it . Here is the letter , right here . 

Oh yes , two pages . Now wait , here ' re two pages to this letter . And here is the 
envelope . And this envelope is • • •  Here , you read this envelope Mr . Cubby . )  

[ A  copy of this letter is among the illustrat ions at the end o f  volume 3 . ] 
(Now there , we ' ll have to block out that return address .  What we wanted to 

do , we ' d  like to use this as an illus tration . And it ' s to you . And we ' ll block 
this out so nobody can come back • • •  ) 

Ah don ' mind yuh us in ' mah name . 
( I  know, but I can ' t use her name . And what we ' ll do we ' ll block out her 

name , her s ignature here ; al l we do is j us t  put a little piece of  paper right 
over that name • • •  a li t tle narrow piece of  paper . And also her son , his name , 
Doctor whatever it is . This is a very int eres ting letter by the way . You know 
that? No t only becaus e the l et t er is interesting i t s elf , but because it ' s  ad
dressed to you . The envelope I want . I want il lustrations . Now that was one 
thing I missed in my older wo rk . You learn about these things . I t  takes years 
to learn about thes e things . ) 

Fo ' ty , let ' s  s ee ,  fo ' ty-seven yeah , ah been workin ' in de f ield of heal in ' 
an ' miracle work. Yo ' don ' t  call it "root work" any more becuz it soun ' too 
vulgar . 

(That ' s r ight . ) 
An '  yo ' d  b e  suhprised at  thuh people tha ' now they , whut we cal l  thuh egrant 

[ ignorant ] mahn , he don ' even have thuh money or t ime tuh inves t igate  ' bout him
s e ' £ .  

(That ' s  r ight . )  
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But thuh mo ' intelligent people are thuh ones we come in contac t  wit . This 
lady ' s f�om thuh co ' t  today an ' she is a council heah in S t . Petahsburg , thuh 
j uvenile co ' t  [ court ] . Ah may us e her name because she is a public servant . 
She is thuh name of  Mrs . X .  An ' she had trouble f indin ' a g irl tha ' she released 
some two weeks ago from thuh d etent ion home . So she ' s been tryin ' tub get in 
contac ' wit me so when she did she want ed tub f in '  this chile befo ' thuh chile 
gots in furtah trouble . When she came here ah took thuh chile ' s  name , an ' this 
key an ' thuh B ib le . An ' ah asked her ques tions tuh f in '  out • • •  [A  number of 
Bible-and-key rites appear in HOODOO. ] 

(Did she come here herself ? )  
Mrs . X • . .  

(Came right here? ) 
She is , yes s ir ,  she is thuh co-couns ler head in S t . Petahsburg . One of thuh 

j uv ' nile counslers . But she could not fin '  this chile because thuh chile was re
leased from thuh detention home an ' had thuh ins tructions tuh go tuh her muthah ' s 
[mother ' s ] .  But thuh chile had not been tuh huh muthah as yet . So Mrs . X .  b e
came a li ' le worried about huh . Ah b ecame worried about this chile b ecuz she 
was ovah tuh mah o thah place ritht acros s  thuh s tree on E ighteenth Avenue , an ' ,  
uh , she was complainin ' about huh stomic . Yuh s ee? So we found her r ight down 
thuh s treet chere . Ah d idn ' t know zackly wheah she was in thuh beginnin ' but 
yah s ee thuh sp irit r evealed tub me wheah she was at  an ' thuh vicinity wheah she 
was at , so ah asked thuh lady , ah said yo ' go theah an ' ' quiah from thuh lady 
tha ' answah thuh do ' . An '  she may b e  ab le tub give yo ' a descrip tion of  thuh 
chil e  an ' draws me up tuh her a dif ' rent name . An ' ah do know now tha ' they d id 
fin ' thuh chile .  But when ah call thuh chile , this g irl was about 19  yeah o le .  
But she is have a kinda defec ' mine-like . An ' always seekin ' s ome attention . 
Theahfo '  she would be  easy tuh git in trouble . Now ah have ' nothah lettah heah 
from othah mahn . 

(Well , I ' d  like to see  that . )  
Says , "Deah s ir ,  Prophet Warkiee S arheed , ah am writin ' yo ' tuh s en '  yo ' some , 

tuh s en '  me some help . Ah ' m  Raymon ' Smith thuh young man yo '  talk tuh in Fort 
Pierce • • •  Uh, thuh Sunday mawnin ' . Ah did , ah did have tuh leave tuh go tuh work , 
so yuh tol ' me tuh write yo ' , an ' yah will s end me some,  huh , somepin tuh help 
me . With love . Ah gave yah thuh money ah had so ah am sendin ' yuh ten dollah . 
Ah do believe in yah . From whut yah said tuh me is thuh truth . Ah am lookin ' 
tuh heah from yuh soon . Yours truly , Ramon ' Smith , bo ' n  May thuh 19 , 1935 . 
He resigned hims elf theah . I f  ah made mis take on thuh money , on thuh money , on 
thuh month , ah made a mis take on thuh month on thuh money ordah . "  That ' s  a s im
ple mat tah . He made a mis take when he wrote thuh damn money ordah . He wanted 
me tuh cash it  s ee? 

( I  see , I s ee . ) 
We don ' t have no trouble . That by a mahn name Ramon ' Smith . Now let ' s  see 

heah ' s one ,  heah ' s one from • • •  whut ah got all ovah this lettah . Now sometime 
ah keep ' em , some time ah j is '  t eah ' em up an ' throw ' em aways yuh know? 

(Well , any of these  ltters we ' ll block out the name but your name we ' ll leave 
in . )  

Baltimore .  Baltimore . Is tha ' Baltimo ' theah? Tha ' s Baltimo ' ,  Maryland , 
isn ' t it ? 

(Yes , this is from Baltimore , yes . )  
This mahn is , uh • • •  

(Read the envelope there , what does it say? ) 
CUBBY J .A .  Holtahman - 0000 E . OO S treet - Baltimore , Maryland . 
PROPHET Yeah , this fellah is a fellah min ' s tah , so he writes me : 
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Mah dsah Brothah� it was indeed a great pleasUX'e tuh heah from yah. Ah know 
yah are doin ' fine an '  in thuh greates ' hea lth .  Ah was veah muc:h su 'prised tuh 
heah from yuh but it wus indeed veah heart wahmin ' .  Ah rec:eived thuh lettah 
thuh day oldah sistah an '  fathah were heah. Me from thuh homelands . Ah would 
like fo ' yuh tuh send me some of yuh aahds tuh distribute them out so people who 
are intahested in rec:eivin ' a b lessin ' fo ' peop le� who are intahrested in re
c:eivin ' a b Zessin • • • This is wha ' this brothah says tuh me • • •  Ah would have anBWah 
yuh Zettah soonah but ah had a ac:c:ident on mah job� broke mah right ahm� right 
wris ' • • • God! Ah don ' see too weU .  So ah 'm gettin ' mah daughtah tuh write this 
fo ' me . Ah would like tuh rec:eive a b Zessin ' mahse 'f. An ' aZ.so ah woul-d like 
fo ' yo ' tuh stay in touc:h with eac:h of us� with me� meac:h of us • • •  Ha , ha , ha . 
[ Prophet laughs at "meach . " ]  Yo ' know ah have a big fam ' ly now. Six boys an ' 
fo ' girls . Three c:hil lun in high sc:hoo Z .  But so fah we are doin ' fine . Ah 
wouZd c:ome tuh • •  � Ah wouZd Zove tuh heah from yo ' in thuh neah futuah . Mah wife 
an '  aZ.Z  thuh c:hi Z Z.uns sen ' their Zove . Now, let ' s  see what he says heah • • •  That 
[ blessing ] whut yah sent  me� was verah good� but a Zi ' Ze Zate . Ha , ha , ha . 
Says it ' s  verah good but a l i ' le late .  Huh? Thuh Zast ah rec:eived. Verah glad 
tuh heah from yuh . Yuh know ah have not seen yuh in e Zev 'n yeah. Send me a 
pic:hUX'e of yo ' se Zf; o e fo ' framin ' .  Ah pZan tuh go home fo ' fathah ' s  day in 
June� an '  take � thuh fam ' Z.y .  Lookin ' tuh heah from yuh soon. Jesse A .  Ho Ztahman. 
P. S. Roughin ' it  here now an ' [ at ]  Carmonwe Z Z. .  ·Whah [where ] is this Cromwell ? 
Ah could nevah undah [ stand? ] • • •  f rom thuh State Hospit ' l . He , uh , b een dere 
' bout week now . Yeah . 

( Is this an old friend or does • • •  ) 
Yeah , yeah h e ' s a brothah ministah . Minis tah yah see . Known htm as a kid 

yah know . Brothah Jesse • • •  Brothah Jesse A. Holtahman . Bo ' n  Feb ' ry thuh f i ' th , 
nineteen thirty-two . Here s ee .  Ha , ha , ha . They write me becuz they • • • I t ' s  
not so intahrest in ' , tha ' was j is '  good tuh heah from him . He say what ah said 
was good fo ' him . 

(That ' s  f ine . ) 
That ' s  thuh , that ' s  thuh thin ' tha ' ah ' m intahrested in . Tha ' we have an ' 

get resu ' ts . [Mr .  Cubby offer s  a cigaret t e to the Prophet . ]  Heah , yo ' goin '  
s taht me smokin ' ag ' in , huh? Don ' staht me smokin ' ag ' in .  I was tol ' [ if you 
smoke too much you get ] cancah of thuh throat . Thank yuh very much .  

CUBBY You ' re a healer , you can s top that cancer . 
Ah, ah b elieve so . Ah believe so with Gawd ' s  help . 
(Does a doctor , you know, that even you now • • •  Physic:ian heal thyse Zf, you 

know doctors are not supposed to work on thems elves . Do any of them? ) 
No , that ' s  true .  
(Or anyone in the immediate family . ) 
Now. Ah believe , we said thuh o thah day when we talk wit yah ah want yo ' tub 

excuse me if ah j is '  fo ' git some li ' le thin ' s  • • •  
(Oh, if you repeat yourself it ' s  all right . )  
I t ' s b ecaus e ,  yah see when yuh come in contac ' wit so  many diffren ' people , 

tha ' have so many diffrun '  problums • • •  

( I  know . ) 
• • •  It is kinda hard somet imes tub j is ' , yo ' know , mah immediate days , yestah

day , tuhday ah know whut ah do . But now mah min ' - welfare an ' people do need 
a id . An '  when they ' re very po ' • • •  

This is where ah give mah all tuh he ' p  ' em . Yo ' s ee it? 
(I  see . ) 
An '  this is whut ah call char ' ty but ah think we tole yuh tha ' when we saw 

yo ' las' , tha ' we were goin ' tub tell  yuh ' bout a mahn . Ah don ' have nothin ' 
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on heah [ the black cloth on which he records everything ! ] .  Ah j is ' , ah know ' is 
name is Rit t ,  Arthur Ritts , [ not the name . ] Imporia [ Emporia ] , Virginia . This 
mahn while he live was one of thuh greates ' men . Ah said ah could per son ' ly say 
ah knew p erson ' ly ,  yah s ee .  He was ' bout , ah ' d  say ,  neah thuh calibah mahn tha ' 
Stefney Roberts , tha ' we call Doctah Buz zahd was . An '  his work , but thuh ' mazin ' 
thin ' ' bout , heah ' s a mahn tha ' mos ' ly work exclusively wit a graveyard . He 
worked wit graveyahds doit [ dirt ] , he had a big trunk full o '  nothin ' but grave
yahd doit . Do yah see whut ah mean1 

( I  s ee . )  
He did many thin ' s .  An '  tub mah absolute knowin ' ,  ' cause ah have a t ip on it , 

' cause ah had a case mahs elf , which at tha ' t ime ah didn ' know thuh zact [ exact ] 
s ecret , how tub handle . I t  was a cas e  of movin ' a enemy from aroun ' o thah people 
who was tryin ' tub go up [ in the world? ] .  So ah went tub him tub talk ovah this 
s ituation an ' he was ill , was layin ' on ' is baid . He tole me whut tub do . An ' 
ah did zackly whut he tole me tub do . Ah had thuh client tub bring me some earth 
tha ' thuh person had walked on . An ' ah used some of  this graveyahd dirt an ' an
othah thing . An ' in s even days tha ' he promis ' ,  thuh work was done . Thuh people 
took thuh move . Now these are thuh myster ious thin ' s ' bout this type o '  work . 
Now yah take thuh earth a mahn walk on or a womahn walk on an ' use it a cert ' in 
way , when someone takes an ' puts it in a bo ' tle . When ah put it in bot ' le ,  ah 
puts this graveyahd dirt wit it . Ah make mah wish • • •  ah stop it up loosely • • •  ah 
take it tub runnin ' watah • • •  With this othah person ah throw it ovah . Jis ' as 
sure as ah throw it ovah , they will move . 

(This man, uh • • •  ) 
Oscar Ritt s ?  He was , uh , ninety-seven yeah ole , ' bout , when he died . 
(Have you any idea when he died? ) 
Yes indeed,  ah know def in ' ly .  He died in 1962 . Ah don ' t [ know] the ' xact 

month , but it was March or April . He was very ole man . But yuh wouldn ' believe 
him even if yo ' seen him ,  even on his sickbed when he was very ill thuh las ' 
t ime ah saw him .  Ah us e tub communicate wit his wif e .  In fac ' , he b eg me tub 
come ovah theah an ' take ovah his chair . Yah see,  this is too bindin ' . ' Cause 
ah do lots  a'  travelin ' ,  yah know? But ah mean on business . In fac ' , ah have 
tub go tub do mah own thing in anothah plac e ,  is becuz there ' s  a cert ' in - ah 
can do somepin s ittin ' heah . Many thin ' ah do sittin '  right heah or in mah 
othah place on Sev ' nth Avenue , but theah are some things ah have tub go in per
son . In ordah tub ca ' ry out orahs [ orders ] then [ than ] tub reveal thuh absolute 
s ecret , ' caus e ah have gave oath , when ah learn thuh s ecret tha ' ah would not re
veal cert ' in s ecrets . Yah s ee? 

(I  see . ) 
So ah have tub go mahself . Like on a big co ' t  [ court ] case like ah have in 

Virginia , like ah say ah go Tuesday . Ah ' ll prob ' ly leave heah somet ime Sunday , 
Monday night . Ah ' ll go ovah wit this mahn on Sunday . An ' yo ' will ,  uh • • •  We 
have promise tub free a mahn who lives in Virginia . Tha ' s mah promise tub thuh 
people • • •  Richmond , Virginia . Thuh mahn is chahged wit murdah . In thuh firs ' 
degree . An ' this thin ' came out in thuh mattah of pass ion-like ,  yah s ee? Mahn 
an ' wife get angry or somepin . Yah s ee? They ' re li ' ble tub do anythin ' in pas
sion . But truthfully speakin ' only a lil ' chile ' bout s even yeah ole was neah 
nuf [ enough ] tub git any pahts of thuh convahsation an ' then she was so ' cited 
[ excited ] until she re ' lly do not remembah . So thuh s tate does not have a wit
ness . Dey do have thuh mahn an ' thuh gun . But they don ' t have anythin ' else 
re ' lly tub go on . But this is not wha ' they gonna do . We hear they have a 
neighbah tha ' heard ' er pleadin ' fo ' him not tub shoot her thuh third time . She 
believe she heard thuh gun shoot two times befo ' . An '  her ' d  thuh woman says , 
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' co ' se this is wha ' she t es tify in puliminary [ pr el iminary ] hearin ' , tha ' she 
heard thuh womahn say , "Yo ' kilt me awlready , why shoot me agin? " Yah s ee? 
Now dis is a bad statemen '  ag ' ins t mah c lient . But , uh , ah don ' have no prob
lum theah becuz yah see ah will s en '  ' er away . Ah will send her away three day 
b efo ' thuh trial . Ah will send her away . Ah don ' t mean give her thuh money . 
Ah will deman '  she leave thuh co ' nty [ County ] of Richman ' an ' thuh City of Rich
man ' , Virginia . An '  she will  go . 

( She will go . )  
An '  thuh state take ma ' be s ix ' y ,  nine ' y  days ' cuz they goin ' look fo ' her , 

but they won' t fin ' her . When they f in '  her she ' ll have amneaz er [ amnes ia ] .  
She won ' b e  able  tuh appeah as a witness agins t mah client . S ee? So we ' ve 
awlready tol ' ' im  wha ' we would chahge him .  We didn ' t chahge him but twenty- one 
hunderd thirt een do llah an ' thirteen cent , yah see , tuh gu ' rantee his freedom . 
An '  of co ' se if we don '  grant , he don ' t g it his freedom , he don ' t  owe this . Ah 
refund him all thuh money he given me ' cept  fo ' a hunderd thirteen dollah an ' 
thirteen cent . 

( I  s ee . ) 
Yah s ee ah use tha ' fo ' a li ' le expens e somet imes . They re ' l ly pay thuh ex

pens e , but ah know ah not go in '  tuh have tub r efun ' it ' cause we goin ' free him . 
Yah see whut ha ' pun in a case like tha ' it  become nes ' sary tuh take thuh min ' of  
thuh witness es an ' thuh j udge • • •  [He speaks to a man wandering about ] ,  "Go right 
ahead mah bro thah . Go right ahead . Go right ahead . He ' p  yo ' self . Yo ' know 
wheah tuh look in thuh Frig idare . Ah think its ovah on tha ' side • • •  tuh thuh 
right . 1 1 

(He needs a doctor . He goes to  the toilet every f ew  minutes . )  [ Both laugh ! 
What a cra zy thing for  me to say to a healer ! This was one of  his patients ! ]  

(Before I forget it , you were cooperating with another dbctoP up there . )  
In Sou ' Ca ' l ina? 
(Yes . )  
This thuh mahn tha ' S tephney Roberts , known as Doctah Buz zahd re ' l ly train . 

He is thuh mahn tha ' has thuh mastah s ecrets of those things • • •  
( I  s ee . ) 
• • •  an ' it ' s  imposs ' ble fo ' any one ,  as long as ah am in thuh Unided S tates , 

tha ' he has no t already seen befo ' he an ' ah b egan tub associate , fo ' dem tub 
see ' im, unles s  they f irst contac ' me . 

(This is the man that ' s  working with you in South Carolina . )  
Sou ' Ca ' lina . In othah words he ' s  not whut yah say workin ' wit me . Heah 

whut he does . He will see only these people  on mah recommendation . 
( I  see . I see . ) 
If anyone should call an ' say they wan ' tub s ee him . "Do yo ' know Sarheed? 

Have yo ' contacted Sarheed? "  Then if they have , then ah will say , "Yes , this 
person has contac ' me . An '  they have problum. Tha ' yuh person ' ly should s ee 
' em . "  An '  then he see them ,  yah s ee . Heah this mahn, he ' s not too ole , he ' s  
about 82 . Some thin ' l ike tha ' . Now , many people roun ' heah , people here all 
theah lives , do not know him, becus ar ig ' nal ly [ or iginally ] he came from Hait i ,  
tuh thuh Unided S tates . An ' s ee h e  worked on a fahm theah wit S tephney [Rober t s ]  
fo ' yeahs , on S tephney ' s  f ahm .  He came an ' worked . Jes ' like David did . Yo ' 
remembah how David had t ub work tub git  his wives ? 

(Oh yes . ) [ Confus es David ' s  and Jacob ' s  wives ! Laban with Jethro ! ]  
He had tub work fo ' Jefro so long? Yah see whut ah ' m  talkin ' ' bout ? In 

ordah tub obtain this knowledge tha ' this mahn want , he had • • •  tuh come • • •  an ' 
stay • • •  an '  beg • • • an ' plead , an ' show hisse ' f  wo ' thy tuh learn • • •  thuh innah 
secrets . 
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Now, Duvalier yuh know, thuh Pres ident of  Haiti ,  he has some o f  these great 
secrets hisse ' f .  But , he would not allow me tuh come tuh thuh country , he said , 
becuz he had heard tha ' ah was a unus ' al wizahd . An ' he said if ah come in his 
country , tha ' ah may end up b ein ' wit some of  his people , but we didn ' have this 
in min ' at all , we went there j is '  want ed tuh see . Wanted tuh see . 

(Just a moment . What are they playing , what sort of  instrument is that ? )  
CUBBY Gitah . ' Lectric Gitah . Gots a loudspeakah . 
(Oh , got a loud speaker , yes . )  
CUBBY Hoodooed again ! 
(What? Hoodooed again ! Man , I don ' t  know what we ' re going to do here . We 

were one place • • •  three roosters would crow all the time we were talking . And 
they were crowing loud . ) 

[We turn off  the machine for a minute or two , forget ting Hai t i . ]  
Oscar Ritts , thuh one thin ' ah saw ' im did tha ' , uh , was excitin '  tuh me . In 

fac ' he taught me , thuh innah secret about thuh use of  dif f ' runt awls [ oils ] . 
How tha ' yo ' use ' em fo ' dif fern ' reasons . Fo ' a ins tance ,  we use this fo ' one 
thin ' . 

(That ' s  dark o il . )  
We use this one fo ' anothah thin ' , yah see . Like , yo ' say , take bath , ano int 

yo ' self wit i t . 
( I  see . ) 
Mahn tha ' does this , he go out in thuh s treet , in twen ' y-fo ' hours , if he do 

whut ah tell him , uh , he won ' t  have a accident , won ' t  any enemy attack him wif 
[with ] any type o '  weapon - fo ' twen ' y-fo ' hour , yah know , aftah he take this 
cert ' in type of bath . In ordah tuh be sure when ah sell a bo ' tle of  oil like 
this tha ' it would do as ah say ,  ah try each of  them mahse ' f  fo ' various reason . 
Then ah have concrete proof o f  theah merits an ' whut they will do . 

( I  see . Do you put up your o ils in bottles o f  that size as a rule? ) 
Sometime . Yah see , this o il heah come from [names a city in Africa I can ' t 

unders tand ] Africa . Was not made in thuh Unided State . An '  whut happen heah 
tuh this pahticulah one heah • • •  

(What is the • • •  is that purplish? ) 
Yah ,  purpl eish-like . 
It  has a vehy good aroma . Yuh may smell it . 
[ Sniffs . ]  (Oh yes . )  
Yah may smell it . 
( Smell  i t  Mr . Cubby . )  
CUBBY Oh yeah . 
Yo ' may smell it • • •  let them have i t  ovah theah . 
( Charles is going to  smell it now . )  [ Charles does not appear elsewhere in 

interview . ] 
Whut ha ' pun heah , yah would be  su ' prised • • •  it take ' em  nine yeah tuh make one 

quart of this pahtic ' lah type of oil . 
(That purple o il . )  
Purple-looking o il . 
(Have you names for these oils ? )  
Yeah , now this i s  whut we call a SPECIAL OIL . 
(HDumn. ) 
This IS SPECIAL . 
(I  see . )  [ He didn ' t  l ike my Hmmm ! ]  
S-P-E-C-I-A-L . SPECIAL OIL . Now, thuh mos '  intahrest in '  paht about it , as 

yo ' know , ah hope yah do know, if ah don ' t ,  let me t ell  yuh somepin ' bout it . 
In thuh country , in Ghana , in the city of [Acadia? ] we have many p eople theah 
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tha ' they say tha ' work in mirac ' las ways . Tuh make this oil , an adult person 
will have tuh continue tuh stir it , nevah stop . Thuh whole nine yeah somebody 
stirin ' continusly . Until • • •  thuh main importan ' paht about it - some pahts o f  
it , tha ' they u s e  in theah , come from thuh human body . D o  yah s e e  whut a h  mean? 

( I  understand . )  
S ' pose a chile is ill-ly formed when he ' s  bo ' n .  
(What ? )  
A chile is ill-ly formed . 
(Oh ! I see . ) 
Ill-ly form in some degree . 
[Here comes the masterpiece ! ]  
Now, they see tha ' this chile will die soon anyway . So whut they do they git 

cert ' in pahts from this chile an ' drop it in thuh pot . Yuh see , they git o thah 
pahts from othah anumals . Maybe a paht come from thuh lion or some pahts might 
have come from thuh t igah . Thuh flesh an ' all these thin ' s are put in this one 
pot . An ' contin ' usly add a l il ' watah , contin ' us ly stir , an ' it comes out wheah 
theah ' l l  be j is '  one quaht [ quart ] .  One quaht . When this quaht is made , they 
take it tuh Abadoola , magic words and Abadoola , a livin ' Gawd . A l ivin ' Gawd . 
An ' Abadoola says a special  prayah , an ' afa ' [ after ] , then , he give it back tuh 
those who may distribit [ distribut e ]  it . But in ordah tuh obtain a bo ' tle of 
this size , it  cost yah three hunderd an ' nine ' y-nine dollah an ' one penny . Now 
yo ' haftah [ have to ] yo ' haf tah go an ' git thuh nine ' y-nine dollah . Yo ' ll have 
tuh git this from somebody who give it tuh yuh as a offahin ' , j is '  g ive it tuh 
yah . Yo ' don ' tell ' im why yo ' wan ' it . It may take yo ' 3 week or a month tuh 
git thuh nine ' y-nine do llah . But yah not s ' pose tuh git anyway but offahin ' . 
I t  may be  all dimension o '  coins . Yuh see? Becuz yo ' ll put on , as [ you ] should 
do , an ' it ' s  t ime now tha ' ah put on . As yo ' should do , yah put on yuh gahment , 
yuh native gahment . An ' yah go tuh thuh diffren ' vil lages . An '  yah may speak 
wit some of thuh eldah peoples . An '  then yuh speak wit some of thuh youngah 
ones . An '  if yuh tell them tha ' ah have a mission tuh , tha ' ah mus ' fulf ill in 
ordah tuh git a special bles sin ' , an ' ah need aid awful badly - again Abadoola 
and mag ic words . Then they says tuh yuh , we are wit yuh . We will he ' p  yo ' .  An '  
then they will call a lil ' gathahin ' o f  thuh people in thuh commun ' ty ,  or in 
thuh village , an ' they will chip in [ each g ives something ] .  Maybe yah git j is '  
three dollah . Maybe fifty people give yah three p itiful dollah . 

( Is it all right? S till all right? ) [ I  am asking about the cassett e . ] 
An '  when they , uh , do this , then they will bid yuh fare thee well wit a li ' le 

food , an ' sometime they give yuh live chicken . When yuh entah thuh nex ' village , 
yo ' do as they have tole yo ' in this village , becuz yo ' may be  goin ' intuh o thah 
territory . When yo ' g it intuh thuh village , yo ' turn this roos tah loose , a live 
chick ' n yah see , an ' when thuh lil ' chilrun see thuh roostah runnin ' ,  they will 
try tuh capchur e ' t [ capture it ] foah [ for ] yo ' .  Is  becuz they think tha ' yo ' 
have big prob l ' m  someplace else , an ' they want tuh he ' p  yo ' ,  b ecuz yo ' are a 
s trangah in their village . 

( I  see . )  
An '  there yah go an ' do thuh same thing as in thuh las ' village . Ya ' tell 

' em  why yo ' re theah, an ' they will go an ' have anothah lil ' meet in ' . An ' as ah 
said , when yo ' git thuh nine ' y-nine do llah , then yah can add yore own three hun
dred do llah , [ from]  yo ' pocket or wherevah yo ' have yuh money . An '  yo ' will go , 
wheah yo ' been direc t ' d  an ' yo ' tell ' em  whut yah want thuh oil fo ' .  If  yo ' 
wan' it fo ' anythin ' , yo ' name nine thin ' s ,  yo ' will use it fo ' . Yo ' may name 
any nine thin ' s ,  tha ' yo ' will use it any nine t imes . But there ' s  one thin ' , yo ' 
cannot do . Yo ' cannot evah give ' t  away . Whutevah yah do yo ' cannot give ' t  away . 
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So • • •  we obtain a bo ' t le of  oil . Now see mah oil heah is verh low , but chah see 
ah have ' no thah bottle in anothah place . Ah do not keep this oil aroun ' . If 
thieves come in they may p ick it up . An ' yo ' keep j is '  a few drops aroun ' , yah 
see ?  

( I  see . )  
Three drops will do mos '  anythin ' yo ' wan ' t ' do .  
(Just a minute before I forget . Is the other side clear , usab le? ) 
CUBBY Yes . 
( I  think we ' d  better turn it over . )  
CUBBY You ' ve got about a minute . 
( I ' ll close this off then , j us t  a minute . Now before , when we turn to the 

next s ide  I ' d  like you , b efore I forget it , what is the siz e  of that bott le? 
How many ounces ? Any idea? ) 

This is about a ounce an ' a ha ' f  bot t le ,  ah might imagine . Ounce an ' a ha ' f  
bottle maybe .  

(Yes . Small bottle,  very small bottle . Now about this these are your garments. 
Your robes and things ? ) 

[ The Prophet should have displayed the garments back in that long paragraph 
where  he says , "Yah put on yuh gahment , yuh native gahment . " ]  

Right . 
(What do you call the p ink headgear you have on now? ) [ Imagine my calling 

this sacred garment headgear ! ]  
Yez zzz  • • •  this is NOT a turban . 
(No ? )  
This is a p lain seein ' an ' hearin ' ha t ;  yah s ee when ah put this on , i t  was 

special made fo ' me . 
(Oooh . ) 
Spec ial made fo ' me . 
(I  s ee . ) 
So now when ah put this on ah don ' stumble again in mah convahsation or talk . 

Is becuz ah have already asked thuh livin ' Gawd , Abadoola tuh direc ' mah min ' now 
tha ' ah go back in hist ' ry .  An ' f in '  some of  th ' innah s ecrets about some of  
thuh people ah know in Amerikah . He hoid [ heard ]  me ahmediately when ah spoke 
tuh him an ' put on mah hat . He know ' d  then , that ah have nothin ' els e tuh do , 
but all mah concentration now is on ahmediate thin ' at han ' . 

CUBBY Interview Warkiee Sarheed . 
(All right , go r ight ahead . )  
PROPHET We , uh , yo ' are intahrest ed about thuh people , ah ' ve b een goin '  ovah 

names in mah min ' tha ' ah know person ' ly .  Ah know there ' s  many whit e  people in 
thuh f iel ' of  Hoodoo as yo ' called it . 

( Oh absolutely . )  [Many white p eople work in the f ield . ] 
But these tha ' ah know, is this one tha ' ah had p ersonal dealin ' s wit , such 

as , they always seek tuh buy thuh healin ' awl [ o il ] . This is no t a healin ' awl 
here . As ah said befo ' , this is a special awl . 

(A special oil . ) 
There many purposes it can b e  us ed fo ' . One of thuh main things fo ' it is , 

is tuh keep thuh human body • • •  magnetic . That it will draw . When yo ' draw,  as 
Jesus said in his word ; if yo ' draw people t ' yah , then they wil l lift yo ' up . 
Ya ' undahs tan ' ?  

(I  understand . )  
People are magnetic . They have in paht , thuh same thin ' tha ' thuh flowah has , 

thuh aroma , will make all tuh be at ease  tuh a g iven extent . This is why yo ' can 
fin '  it so comfor ' ab le in this vehy shabby place - is becuz we have prayed heah , 
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we did o thah things , tha ' each person we have tuh intahview or talk wit on bus ' 
ness , wil l  thuh f irs ' thing b e  at eas e .  In ordah ah will be able tuh read theah 
[ their ] innah min ' . Tha ' theah problums would be  so ' ved [ solved ] through me . 
Now the ' re [ there are ] o thah people which ah know of in thuh Unided S tate tha ' 
are , or have thuh rep ' ta tion as bein ' vehy good in theah work. An ' ah will men
tion one mahn , at Jonathanvill e ,  Georgia . Yo ' prob ' ly heard of ' im .  His name 
is Dallas Mo ' [More? ] . Yo ' evah heard of  Dal las Mo ' ?  

(More? )  
Tha ' s right . 
Yo ' evah heah of  a mahn name Dallas Mo ' ?  
(No . No , but I knew a woman, More , over in • • •  ) 
Well let me tell yo '  this , in thuh Unided State now, in this paht of thuh 

Unided S tat e ;  has in Jonathanville , Georgia . If yo ' would go theah yo ' would 
f in ' at  least  uh hunderd or mo ' cahs [ cars ] theah now wantin ' tuh see him .  

(Now is h e  a whit e  man or a colored man? ) 
Yes , he ' s  a colahed man . Tall , dark-skin man . With full eyes . 
(What do you mean by full eyes? )  
His eyes are l ike rabbi t ' s  eyes • • •  big eyes we call it . 
(Oh , I s ee . ) 
Big eyes ! Big eyes ! B ig eyes ! 
( Big eyes . )  
Yeah . Big eyes .  So  whut happen heah d ey tell me , tha ' he is • • •  ah ' m savin ' 

this lettah fo ' yah . 
(Yes , do save that • • •  ) 
This is thuh one ah wan ' tub put away . 
(Now, wil l  you take charge of  that Mr . Cubby . Get copies of that . )  
CUBBY An ' ah ' ll return i t  to you [ the Prophet ] . 
(Yes , return it to him. ) 
Wondahful ! Wondahful ! We trus t yo '  so vehy much . We trus t yo ' so vehy much . 
(Well , thank you ! ) 
Trust yo ' vehy much . 
(And this man here [ Cubby ] is a man to b e  trus ted . )  
Thank Gawd l Yo ' don ' t f ind many young man like this tuhday ,  aroun ' us yah 

know? They eithah too fancy or too smaht [ smart ]  or too dumb tub do anythin ' 
good . But when they go t equalibrum [ equilibrium] thems e ' f s an ' believ ' n  [ b e
lieve in ] princ ' ples , then yo ' can always he ' p  this mahn, an ' this mahn can 
help yuh , if necessary . 

(Do you know how I found him? ) 
Uh , uh . 
( I  was going into the bank . The First National Bank, it ' s  at Fourth and Cen

tral Avenue .  And I was looking around . I brought a recorder down [ to Florida ] . 
I was very , very t ired . I had j us t gotten these two vo lumes out . I was j ust 
dead . And I said , "As soon as I freshen up a bit , I ' m  going to make a new sur
vey in depth of what ' s  going on today .  I ' ve material to do a third volume • • •  ) 

Wunnnderful ! 
(And I hope that third volume ' s b et t er than the other two . See that ? But , 

to do that I ' ve got to have a firs t class experience of my own and first class 
people to work on .  Interview f irs t class peopl e .  Now, not everything everybody 
t ells us is going in there . Unders tand? )  

Ah undahs tan '  yo ' cleahly . 
( Special people .  We want the truth . And f irst  class s tuff . )  
Certainly . 
( So • • •  the quickest  way to get into work without wasting time and money • • •  ! 
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look around for a man , a man you have to  j udge his charact er and quickly - more 
or le�s . I ' ve o f t en  used a waiter in the hotel . )  

Uh hm . 
( Summer resort , something of that sort . I used a taxi man or a man who has 

driven the car for my wife and me . And , so , I was going into the bank and here 
was a yellow cab standing in front and there was a whit e cabman there . And I 
wanted to drive over to Tampa primarily to see the old Columbia Res taurant , over 
there where my wif e  and I had been [ taken ] years before [by her sister and broth
er-in-law] and I asked the pr ice . Things looked a l ittle  bit expens ive . I need
ed some money anyway so I didn ' t  take the cab . So  I went in to get some money 
from the bank and when I came out , the taxicab was still  there . Yellow Cab was 
still there . And I thought it was the same f el low . Now I had a lit t le money in 
my pocket and I thought , "Well ,  now I ' ll take that fellow af ter all . "  So I got 
down to this taxicab , looked in to make c ertain • • •  it isn ' t the same fellow at 
all ! It ' s  this man [here ] . Isn ' t that wonderful? And you know what I think 
about that?  I think he was s ent ! )  

Tha ' s the way Gawd does things . 
(An apos t le - the word apos tle  means send. You [ addres s ing Mr . Cubby ] were 

s ent . You ' re not s ent to waste  your time or something • • •  ) 
No ! [ says the Prophet ] .  
(Here is a great opening for you , a great privilege for you , something you ' re 

going to • • •  Now it ' s  diff icult to make a lot of these people understand that , you 
know what I mean . ) 

Ah undahs tan ' yo ' vehy cleahly . We know tha ' when they are s ent an ' they come 
tuh yo ' .  They work, they fit  right in . I t ' s  like a puz zle tuh work , if it ' s  a 
correc ' p iece it fit  right in thuh s lot . Do yah see? Thuh same thing is wit 
people . When yo ' are dealin ' wit them . If yah have thuh right person fo ' thuh 
j ob ,  thuh j ob is done eas ' ly ,  smoothly . So dis is thuh way • • •  this is thuh thang 
[ thing ] that ' s  impo ' tant . That is whut keeps thuh univers e  in orbit , b ecause 
thuh harmonious way it revo lves around thuh sun .  

(That ' s  r ight . )  
Ah mean all thuh planets .  We took thuh who le universe .  Yah see this mahn 

was a mahstah [mast er ] math ' matician . In ordah that these thin ' s continue tuh 
revolve an ' nevah have a coleesion [ co llis ion ] . But evahthin ' tha ' mahn has 
mad e ,  some thin ' happuns tuh it . But when Gawd connec ' mahn , an ' mahn tuhgethah , 
it is always f o '  good . When Gawd connec ' ' im .  S omet ime de devol [ devi l ]  con
nee ' ' em  tuhgethah too , yah know . 

(Oh ! )  
Ah have p eople connected tuh thuh devol sent ovah tuh me , yah know . Thes e 

are hindahin ' [ hindering ] .  But when yo ' have like yo ' said , an ' apos tle .  An ' 
this kinda incudent [ incident ] this is  whut yo ' call unusual incudent fo ' taxi 
tuh be sittin '  in this same plac e ,  in thuh place where o thah cab sittin '  an ' yo ' 
look an ' s een this mahn sittin '  • • •  This is thuh mahn ah need tuhday , tuh help me 
wit this ah want tuh do . An ' theah yo ' have it . 

( I  have great • • •  ) 
Hones ' mahn ! Hones ' mahn ! 
(Now in my no t es • • •  ) 
Int elligen ' mahn ! 
[ Thanks for the praise ! ]  
( I ' m  go ing to explain how I found him . ) 
So wundahful . So wundahful . 
(Now something else ,  how I found him .  Amaz ing things . I t ' s  an amaz ing s itu

ation . )  
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Now, ah goin '  tub [ do ]  this . Ah j is '  g ive yo ' thes e  li ' le sketches f o ' thes e 
peopl e . Yo ' may not have a chance , b ecuz truthfully speakin ' ah doubt vehy ser
iously yo ' b e  ab le tub see some of them . 

(Give me a sketch of some of them . ) 
Well , what ah say tub yuh is this . That uh , uh , uh , uh • • •  They have not give 

me pahmission tub use theah name but they are public people an ' servants .  An '  
they wil l  t el l yo ' o f  fo ' people now . Two will b e  two white women tha ' ah know . 
One is in city of  • • •  Huh name is Madame Appel [Apple] .  

(Madame Appl e . ) 
App el . A-P-P-L-E . Appe l .  But befo ' w e  g o  any fur thuh , let m e  read j is '  this 

one verse . 
(Yes do . )  
Ah will not read all of  this , b ecuz it ' s  not al l tha ' long , but this is whut 

i t  says heah • • •  "Take heed that yo ' do not yuh alms befo ' men tub be seen of ' em 
o thahwise yo ' have no rewahrd of yuh Fathah which is in heaven . Therefo ' when 
thou doest thou [ thou own] alms do not sound a trumpit  b efo ' thee as thuh hypoh
crites do in thuh Synagogue , an ' in thuh streets that they may have a glory of 
men . Vere ly ah say untuh yuh , they have theah rewahrd ,  but when thou does t ahms , 
let not thuh lef ' han ' know whut thuh right han ' doith . " This is why , now we 
t alk ' bout these people ,  we put on thuh g love . Ah don ' know whut they are do in ' . 
But ah do know • • •  

(You have a glove on your right hand . )  
Right . Ah have a glove on mah right han ' . Ah have us ed this glove almost  

thir ty-f ive yeahs . 
(There' s  a big ho le . Couple of b ig ho les • • •  ) 
Big holes in it . This comes from time aftah time ,  c ert ' in times ah have cer

t ' in works ah haf ts use ag ' ins ' ' em  an ' tub perf o ' m  thuh works . 
( I  s ee . ) 
Fo ' ins tant breakin ' thuh bone , yah know, l ike ah break thuh bone , from ah 

dawg [ dog ] that has been captah { captured ] in ordah tub take a spell offa person 
fo ' some reason or ' nothah . Then ah hafta use knife . So when holdin ' this in
s trumen ' when doin ' thuh cuttin ' , it caus e from t ime tub time ,  it ' l l weah . 
Thirty-f ive yeah a long time tub have anythin ' . Ah ' l l draw it up some . Yo ' 
can tell it o l e ,  real ole.  

(Does that glove have any special name? )  
Thuh glove itse ' f  is only a covah in ordah tub fol low thuh scriptah where it 

says , "Let not thuh lef ' han ' know whu t thuh right han ' doin ' • • •  " 
( I  s ee. ) 
So  if  ah have thuh han ' covahed , this han ' ain ' t  got no bus ' ness knowin ' whut 

this han ' is doin ' . 
( Good ! Good ! )  
Now yo ' undahs tan ' me , ah hop e . 

( I  certainly do . ) 
Yah s ee ,  Sarheed does not have t ime fo ' playin ' , becuz there are too many 

people in thuh wor l '  are playin ' wit othah peoples life an ' money . 
(That ' s  right . )  
This is no good . )  
(No . )  
Yo ' s ee if theah was not mo ' good in thuh worl ' ,  then theah was evol [ one] 

then thuh worl ' would soon go down . But Gawd has p icked it so thuh good ovah 
powah thuh evol now. Yah s ee theah are many people come tuh me an ' t ell me ah 
have been tuh, ah called huh name, this lady Appel , say ah been tub Miss Appel , 
look like theah ' s nothin ' rea ' ly come about . Ah say have yo ' been tub see Miss 
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Mary at Summahhill? Lives in Summahhil l ,  Florida . 
( Summerhill ,  Florida . What would that be near? ) 
This is neah out neah Sanford [ ? ] .  Ah ' m  from Sanford , Florida . 
(Out in Sanford . )  
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Out neah Sanford , a plac e near Summahhill in Florida . Says no , ah haven ' t  
been theah, but they have gone both of them places . Wel l ,  now fo ' awhile she 
did a great work in thuh f iel ' of  healin ' .  But choo s ee even a person b ecomes 
sometimes successful in one thing , ins tead of stayin ' there , then they b egin tub 
indulge in evahthin ' .  Yo ' s ee they ' gin tub wanna do evahthin ' .  They not abo l  
[ ab le ]  tub d o  evahthin ' .  We have a talent in mah cas e ,  ah spent mah lif e  in 
thuh f iel ' of healin ' an ' help in ' people  in troub le .  But ah had tub b e  taught 
des e thin ' s .  So yo ' s taht ovahnight ,  an ' yah do some thin ' s yo ' learnt or whut 
choo heard an ' nevah had a chance tub ·tes t  them, then yo ' will know zackly whut 
yo ' are doin ' . So , people come an ' dey go an ' dey ' re not successful so dey come 
tub Sarheed , but yo ' s ee when they come tub Sarheed , they know tha ' Sarheed does 
not have time f o ' foolishness or play .  Dey need not come . Say ah been da [ there 
to ] see Miz Appol , or Miz Mary or ah went tub Georgia tuh see Dallas MO [More ] ,  
or ah went [ to ]  thuh folk mahn ah called dis colahed [ colored ] mahn , who lives 
in Florida , his name is Jeff S ims . He got a big fahm, coupla fahms up aroun ' • • •  

theah he got thuh lahge followin ' of people . 
CUBBY Forgive me , let me inj ect something here . That ' s  the man we were sup-

posed to go down by Willards ton to s ee .  He j ust  called his name , Jeff S ims .  
(That is Jeff S ims . )  
Yah , Jeff S im .  
( Do you think w e  could s ee him? ) 
Wel l ,  ah tell yah that truthfully speakin ' yo ' might be  able tub see Jeff , 

but if yo ' go tub s ee Jef f , yo ' have tub have a offahrin ' ahmediately when yo ' 
entah his place but chah s e e ,  ah went theah , becuz thuh , thuh people dat go tub 
' im  come fo ' o thah bus ' ness es , yah s e e .  Yo ' might not evon [ even ] have time , 
evon take time , truthfully speakin ' . Ah don ' t r e ' ly have thuh time ,  but aftah 
he prepahed [ prepared ] me he kept tellin ' me , an ' • • •  

( Is he fair ly good or not ? )  
Wel l ,  only thin ' ah kin say , might b e  wit ' im ,  that only that ah , uh , [unclea� 

a long time ago , was own person ' ! affairs we don ' t like tub discuss this . We 
will discuss this is yuh l i ' le  bus ' ness heah . 

(Yes . )  
We [ did something ] becuz we had southern people comin ' in tub diff ' rent types 

of illness yah see,  thuh mos t  uh , common thing , aftah a mahn pass say f o ' ty yeah 
ole he s eem tub began tuh , isn ' t so wonderful theah . Spirit of  Gawd can travel 
through body an ' min ' . His , his nature seems tuh b e  leavin ' , yah see . I t ' s  a 
common thing wit a mahn af tah he pass es fo ' ty mahk . 

(Yes . )  
So when yah have this kinda thing yo ' don ' t know whut tub do . So dey sneak 

an' dey s en '  f o ' Sarheed say when thuh doctor says tuh me • • •  Yo ' know ah don ' t 
go no f ifty dollah , two dollah . Ah go fo ' two , three hunderd dollah .  Depends 
on whut choo wanna do . Mahn got a bad cas e of natuah [nature ] he seems not tub 
be ab le tub get an erection . How old is he , is he fo ' ty-five? Is he fifty-f ive 
or is he s ixty? Does he have h igh-blood presshah? Does he have sugah diabet es ?  
If  he d o  no t have high-blood presshah , sugah d iabetes , ah give him s ecrets of  
how he can do  tub restoah ' is mahnliness .  So  this why ah sell  ' im  thuh big bot
t le of oil . Yah see ,  ah pay , fo ' a bot tle like this , ah pay 3 hunderd an ' 99  
dollah an ' one c ent . When ah s el l  him big bottle l ike thuh same s iz e  bottle f o ' 
special healin ' purposes , ah chahge him f ive hunderd an ' 79 do llah an ' thirteen 
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cents . Becuz yo ' will make lots of money if yo ' can do thuh wo ' k .  Plus ah t el l  
' im some othah thin ' s tuh do tuh accomplish his obj ectives bot t le wit 
' im,  yo ' know? Then if they come tuh me person ' ly ,  then ah tell them somepin 
tuh do ; an ' we don ' t chahge ' em  tha ' much , ' cuz they are ill .  Yah s ee wha '  ah 
say tuh yo ' ?  Becuz they are ill . 

( I  s ee . ) 
An ' right heah , if ah may say this , ah have b een re ' lly thinkin ' about , yo ' 

talk about yuh eyes , yah s ee? If  ah had not been suc cessful wit a mahn that had 
terrible cas e of ulcers . Terrible case of ulcers . He p lanned tuh go tuh thuh 
hospit ' 1 .  Take this big operat ion . Ah tole ' im,  ah say ,  "Ah ' 11 f ix yo ' somepin ." 
Ah say , "Yo ' know it ' s  ag ' ins t de law tuh f ix medicine but ah fix it sometime on 
cer t ' in cas es . "  Ah say ,  "Here whut ah will do . If yo ' will try this whut ah f ix  
fo ' yah thuh allotted t ime ah ask yah tuh try it , " ah say , "  aftah thuh third day 
yo ' ll fin '  great r elief . "  Ah say ,  "When yo ' try thuh allo tted numbah of days , 
an ' if yo ' still think yo ' have tuh go  tuh thuh hospit ' l , "  ah say , "ah will  pay 
yuh hospit ' 1 bil l . " This wus a white mahn . He is thuh bus ' ness managah of 
Union 000 , the AF of L CIO in Somewher e ,  Florida . In thuh yeah 196 2 . He tried 
thuh remedy that ah gave ' im .  Ah f ix ed a l i '  l e  small bot ' l e  o f  medicine fo ' ' im .  
Ah imagine ,  ah would say i t  would b e  about this content o f  this s i z e  bot ' le .  An '  
only tha ' he would staht us in ' one drop , an ' each day would increase one mo ' drop , 
fo ' a cert ' in numbah o f  days . When yah get tuh drop nine , yah wouldn ' t  use t en 
drops , yah would s taht wheah yah s topped , there ' s  nine an ' yuh come back down : 
eight , seven , six ,  five, fo ' ,  three , two , one . An ' thuh work was done . 

(That bot t le is about the s ize  of the other bottle , about a two-ounce bo t t le , 
would you say ? )  

This i s  p rox , approximently [ approximately ]  a two-ounce bottle . But what 
come in heah [ this bottle]  d ey call Heahts [Hearts ] Co logne . This somepin yo ' 
kin buy in thuh drug s to ' mos ' anywhah . 

( I  s ee . )  
I t  is a good , about thuh b es '  puah o i l  yah kin buy in thuh wes t ern worl ' .  
(Wait now ! Wait , you went up and then you came down . Is there any r eason 

for that? )  
Yes . Theah is two reasons fo ' it . One of thuh main reasons is , is becuz yo ' 

know, illness , thuh mos ' t ime ya ' b elieve thuh doctah will tell yah thuh mos '  
illness staht heah , up in thuh , thuh haid [ head ] s ee? Then , if yah have some • • •  

ins ide , an '  intahn ' lly [ internally ] somepin tha ' is bothahin ' yo ' ,  it is neces
sary then fo ' yo ' tuh go up , an ' then in ordah tuh git this away from thuh body , 
whut choo wanna do is have a bowel movement , excrement . An '  it comes down an ' 
out . 

(Out ? Where does it go , out of the bowels , you mean ? )  
This , this i s  whut happuned ,  this p ahticlah incudent , b ecuz this mahn has 

t errible cas e of ulcer s . 
( I  see .  I s ee .  Oh  yes . )  
An '  uh , s ince tha ' t ime he has had , ah had mah own uh couz in . He come tuh me , 

he said , "Ah heard about some thuh things yah d id about this healin ' . "  said , " ah 
don ' believe in tha ' kinda s tuff mahn . "  He says , "Tell me what do yuh do ? "  Ah 
said , '�ell , in some cases ah go tuh a tree an ' cut a c ert ' in numbah of bahks 
[ p ieces of bark] off of it , an ' us e it . "  

( Certain number o f  bark? ) 
Bahk . Lak ah go tuh a gum tree , ah ' ll git so many slices off  that tree ; 

this ' d  b e  a paht of thuh bahk . Well now ,  ah may boil this an ' make a tea . Then 
ah may j is '  t ake it an ' wrap it in a c ert ' in type of cloth . An '  may bur ' it in 
a cert ' in p lac e -in ordah tuh obtain a cert ' in obj ective in thuh f iel ' of healin ' . 
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Like yo ' heah of people tha ' have these asmy [ asthma ]  at tacks , wel l ah f ix a 
SEAL . Yo ' undahs tan ' ,  a SEAL is somepin lak [ like ] this . 

(Now wait . He ' s  showing us • • •  ) 
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Ah showin ' yo ' a SEAL. This is a MASTAH [MASTER ] SEAL. This means tha ' , as 
long [ as this ] seaL ,  ah have thuh message in heah , well ah say now , uh , twen ' y
two , ah about twen ' ty-two yeah o le when ah get ' em  an ' ah had ' em  s ince then an ' 
this thuh mos ' impo ' tan ' paht about it . S t ephney Roberts , wha ' yo ' cal l  Doctah 
Buzzahd , is thuh one tha ' gave me thuh see [ s ight ]  of how tuh make this thin ' . 
This is no t thuh same c loth is been on all these yeahs . Evah so often thuh clo th 
wil l weah out , but thuh message within is thuh same mes sage . Now , ah can explain 
tub yah becuz it ' s  mah own person ' ! thing . With this pahticilah seaL , any mahn 
that ' d  weah this , or any woman who ' l l weah this , they do not have tuh worry about 
whut their daily bread wil l  be . They do not have tub worry wheah they gonna s leep 
outdoah , or if they should travel . Tha ' they would be  successful whethah they 
hitchhikin ' or on yuh own convenience .  Yo ' s ee? In o thah words , yo ' have a seat 
tha ' thuh whole wor l '  is yours tuh us e as yo ' s ee fit . But ah have been advised 
tub us e thes e things spar in ' ly an ' wisely . 

(May we see that s eal again and we will des crib e  it to  the microphone. )  
Yes . 
(This seal is on a chain . )  
On a chain . 
( It ' s  on a mesh chain . ) 
Um hm . 
(And how large would you say that s eal is here? ) 
Well , the s eal in heah • • •  
CUBBY Half inch in diamet er . 
About halfa inch in diametah . Yeah , about a inch in, uh , wel l ,  that ' s  about 

a inch an ' a ha ' f  thuh way it go , yah see? It ' s  not so vehy • • •  
(Now , is that outs ide ;  it reddish , is that red? ) 
That is red . I t  mixed co lah , if yah not ice , it ' s  black , an ' red , an ' look 

like a l i ' le gray maybe on dis pahtic lah p iece of cloth . 
(Now, there ' s  s omething wrapped up in ther e . ) 
Theah is a message  in heah . 
(Well now y ou say message . Is  that written on a piece of paper? )  
It  writ t en o n  a p iece of papah . What w e  cal l pa ' chmen ' papah . 
(Parchment paper . ) 
Pa ' chmen' papah is a special papah tha ' was used in anci ent t ime by de oracal 

[ oracle ] . Do yo ' undahs tan ' ?  Oracal was de people that uh , would tell - Oracal 
tole yo ' de truth . [ Beware of  something . ]  

(That ' s  right . )  
Yo ' follah this? )  
(Yes . )  
So  now , when ah was given thuh s eal;  this is whut we call thuh same kinda thin ' 

tha ' uh , Jacob , supposed tub have done it tuh his son . Suppose , in olden t ime 
thuh fathah used tub b less his son , thuh oldes ' s on . 

( Oh yes . )  
An '  give ' em this special bles s in ' . Well , dis is mah special b less in ' . This 

is thin ' dat cuz [ cause ]  me nevah tub f eah travelin ' ovah deep watah , or ridin ' 
on f as ' planes , or trains , but ah don ' like tuh ride fas t  in automobiles . Yah 
see,  becuz ah believe , an '  ah hope yah believe wit me tha ' yo ' kin hurry yo ' s elf 
away from this worl ' . 

( I  do . )  
People can , yo ' know ,  die ' fo ' [ before ]  yore t ime , cuz ah been in two acci-
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dent s , one of them was vehy s erious , but ah was not hurt bad . Second t ime .  
CUBBY Excuse me , Prophet Sarheed , do that have any pahticlah reason f o ' b eing 

dat shap e ,  it ' s  shaped like , like a sugah bag . Yo ' know how a sugah bag looks ? 
Yes . Yo ' asked a vehy good ques tion. Let me see now when ah turn it aroun ' . 

Let me s ee an ' show yah somepin .  Ah take it off . 
(He ' s taking i t  off  over his head now . ) 
Ah am takin ' it off . Ah only take it off  on a case like this , this wheah yo ' 

have a c losed inspection , yo ' s ee? An ' of co ' se [ course]  theah ' s  no r eason why 
yo ' can ' t f eel it . I t ' s  a little damp now , yah see ,  from perspiration . 

( I  s ee . )  
Yah s ee that? An ' uh , evah so offen ,  mabah [mayb e ]  about another six or 

seven month , thuh c loth will weah off . But chah s ee ,  ah will g it anothah p iece . 
I t  may not b e  zackly thuh same , it ' ll be  thuh same thing . I t  will b e  b lack, be  
some red ,  an ' it ' ll  be some white ,  an' grey should be ,  see . Somet ime yuh have 
troub le findin ' this pahticlah type of cloth . But each of this ,  yah see ,  thuh 
red paht  of it is a symbol of freedom . It  repres ents thuh sun in ouah [ our ] 
universe .  Thuh othah two colahs , thuh black an ' thuh white is a d es cription of  
mah orig ' nal gahment . Thuh b lack body an '  de puah [ pure ] heart an ' mahnd [mind ] . 
S o  yah see whut ah ' m  sayin ' tub yuh? 

[ HYATT AND CUBBY IN UNISON ] Yes . 
Do yo ' undahs tan ' me cleahly? 
(Oh yes . )  
Tha ' thes e c loths which have a symbol  a lso , but thuh main thing about it is 

thuh freedom paht [ part ] .  An ' then yo ' remembah yuh orig ' nal beginnin ' an ' then 
how yo ' did b egin ,  b ecuz yo ' know when yo ' were small yuh didn ' t  have no hat e .  
Yo ' all had nuthin but lov e .  

(Had n o  f ear . ) 
Had no f eah . Yo ' s ee whut ah ' m  sayin ' , f o ' thuh pureness of it?  Well in this 

ah have no feah of whutevah ah decide tub do , ah wil l accomplish mah obj ective . 
Ah wi ll do it without f eah b ecuz ah know it wil l  b e  successfu l .  

(Now you are putting that [ s eal ] over your head . ) 
Ah put it back on always . 
(And why do you put it inside then? ) 
Ah put it ins ide b ecuz it ' s  close tuh mah body . It ' s  c los e tuh mah body . 
(Oh , I see . )  
An '  mah body ' s  always magnet ic . 
( I  s ee . )  
Magnet ic . Ah don '  care how many peop l e  come aroun ' • • • 
( In o ther words , you ' re not hiding it , you are put ting it there because • • •  ) 
Becuz it ' s  c losah tuh mah body , yah see .  It ' s  not a mattah of  people say yah 

can ' t touch it . Yah kin touch it all yuh want , it doesn ' t do any habm [ harm ]  tuh 
me . But whu ' happun wit thes e pahticulah thing is , thuh secret about tha ' has 
long b een tole tha ' they have thuh l i ' le thing wrapped up fo ' an instant . Yah 
s ee ,  Sarheed , ah am Warkiee Sarheed . Ah am a healah an ' a mir ' cal workah . Ah 
work mir ' cals when ah wan ' tub work ' em fo ' o thah people .  Ah work mir 1 cals fo ' 
mahself . Now, yah take off yuh glove becuz we ahlready mentioned thuh names o f  
thuh peopl e  we have in min ' [mind ] tub talk about . But w e  d i d  n o t  want tub hurt 
in callin ' theah names s ince ah might be sayin ' somepin might be wrong . So ah 
don ' t have this han '  tub ' flict [ inflict ] somep in bad on dis one . Now yo ' see , 
ah ' ll show yo ' anothah somep in heah . Yuh see,  ah believe in tuh work . Ah know 
thin ' s  will work fo ' me or ag ' ins t me , whethah ah believe or don ' believe . Now, 
we have beah, we have three types of herb . 

(Now, what do you call this , this is a little bag about • • •  ) 
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This is whut they call , commonly call - this is whut choo call yah han ' .  
(This is a hand. ) 
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This is whut yo ' call a han ' . Now whut this han '  is heah fo ' ,  this han ' is 
tuh keep who may seek secretly tuh defeat  me . Yo '  s ee in this work if yo ' become 
well-known an ' successful , an ' do thuh things that yo ' say othah so-called doa
tahs - let me speak about thuh mitt-man. They know a l i ' le ,  few things . Well , 
then they ' ll go tuh o thah [ hoodoo ? ]  people tuh try tub have them hurt choo , See , 
they can ' t  put no spell on me . 

( I  see . )  
See , as long as ah carry this , they can ' t put no spell on me . They can ' t  take 

mah [ foo t ]  track an ' do anythin ' wit me ; if they do , they ' ll git confused . See ,  
if this huppun [ happen ] tuh come in mah pocket an ' ah goin ' some place that ' s  not 
r ight , well this thing ' ll go tuh movin ' aroun ' so that  i t  touch me , yah see . 

( I t  warns you in a way , ) 
Yeah it  tells me ah ' m  in dangerous terr ' tohy [ territory ] so ah be  cahshus 

[ caut ious ] how ah walk . Ah don ' t  j is '  walk all aroun ' evahwheah , yah see . Do 
yah undahstan ' whut ah ' m  say in ' tuh yuh? 

( I  see . )  
So now, ah had tuh test this tuh f in '  out , but ah walked ovah • • •  ah think ah 

have somepin heah now ah kin show yuh whut ah dug up . Yo ' don '  mind • • •  Yes , ah 
think , yes ah have somepin heah now ah might show yuh . 

CUBBY Uh , j us t  on that last thing he j us t  showed us , a brief description . 
I t ' s ,  it ' s  odd . It  looks l ike uh , a baby sock . I t  puts yah • • •  

( I t  looked l ike a little sack , like a little sack , j us t  l ike a lit t le baby 
sock , like a litt le bag of • • • •  What color was that bag? Was it p ink or red ? )  

CUBBY P ink . 
PROPHET Which one was this?  
(That hand. ) 
CUBBY Your �ing hand. 
Yes . Warnin ' me of dangerous terr ' tohy . This is thuh kinda , wel l , it didn ' t  

make much diffrunce about dis colah . I t  kinda • • •  

(Well , now could you make one l ike that  for somebody else ? )  
That don ' t mean • • •  yo ' could . Ah tell yo ' three o f  thuh thin ' s  in i t ,  thuh 

thir ' , [ I  mean ] thuh fo ' th ah wouldn ' t  describe right now , cuz ah would put it  
i n  secritly [ s ecretly ] so tha ' choo would have thuh powah , b ecuz yah see , if  ah , 
if yah knew all tha ' was in yer life tuh come , then yo ' d  may be frighten . 

( I  know . ) 
[We now s t art  into a sec t ion about �oots . ] 
Ah may b e  fr ightened , so whut ah do , ah tell yo ' in heah , ah have duh mal e 

Adam ,  a herb . 
(The male Adam? ) 
Herb . Adam an ' Eve herb is a male an ' a female . Now , theah are many people 

tha '  don ' know thuh diffrunce between thuh two , yo ' see , an ' if yah have males 
heah , it no good tub yah . Yo ' go t tuh have this union [of sexes ] .  Yo ' have 
thuh male an ' thuh female .  

[ For  Adam and Eve , sometimes mistakenly Eve and Adam , see Nos . l0609-10630 , 
v . 5 ,  and many places in HOODOO. ] 

(Can you tell them apart ? )  
Dat only if yo ' know herbs . Yah got tub know herbs . Yo ' know anyone [ ever

one ] cannot tell ' em , but af tah ah , well , show yah , then yuh would know it , too . 
( I  see . )  
Now , ah also have whut they cal l ,  this herb , they call thuh han '  �oot. Han ' 

tha ' shaped zackly like a person wit foah f ingahs , l ike a han ' , only thing it  has 
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foah fingahs . This pahticlah herb has foah f ingahs . Yah see? Then there ' s  one 
they call Conkerin ' John , no t High John thuh Conkah. High John thuh Conkah is 
s ' pose [ supposed ] tuh be thuh mas tah of  all thuh o thah herbs . 

So this is , uh , John , yah know we cal l him Lil ' John [ Little John ] . Some 
people call him • • •  

[Mr . Cubby lifts up two fingers . ] 
(Two minutes ? Little John? All right . )  
CUBBY Two minutes . 
Call ' im Lil ' John , Cu 'in '  [ Curing ] John . Some people do cal l  ' im Cuin ' 

[ Curing ] John. But yah see ,  ah don ' , ah put ' im here . Yah see? An ' ah have 
thuh othah paht , Devil Shoes tring . This is a masser [mahs tah or mas ter ]  herb ; 
this is thuh herb tha ' ev ' ry human b ean [ b eing ] tha ' does a lotta travelin ' 
should carry wit ' em . He should carry a p iece in his pocket i f  goin ' tuh go 
huntin ' , in ordah that a snake will not b ite yuh . Yah see? Yo ' remembah a lat
ta people go ' roun ' s t eppin ' on snakes an ' nevah git bitten ,  but they have thuh 
secret . If they have thuh , uh , they have thuh Devil ' s  Shoestring , they don ' have 
tuh worry ' bout snake bitin '  ' im .  No snake goin ' bite ' im ,  yah see . 

( I  see . I s ee . ) 
CUBBY We goin ' close out now . 
(We ' re going to close  out now . Now ,  r emember this , that • • • • The prophet here , 

the dOctor , has g iven you [Mr .  Cubby] that lett er , and we must have that done as 
quickly as possible . Why no t do that tomorrow? Go down and have a copy made of  
the outside and of  the two pages ins ide , you see?  We bet ter have two copies , an 
extra copy made , you know what I mean? They should be on Xerox , that ' s  the bes t 
place . You f ind out what  they use down there . And another thing is , I think we 
ought to , later on , ask the , when you return it , or we ' ll keep it . I ' l l tell 
you , if we keep i t , and if you [ the Prophet ] don ' t obj ect , could I turn that in 
to the Library of  Congress ? )  

Yo ' re welcome to , perfeckly . 
[ I  remember nothing about this letter . Did we keep i t ?  Send it to Washing

ton? Do I s t il l  have it?  This is not the let t er among the Illustrations in 
volume 3 . ] 

CUBBY Now today is the • • •  

(This actually is • • •  ) 
CUBBY The third side . 
(No , we d id three s ides for him . The last  you know , the last t ime . ) 
CUBBY Yeah ,  but - on the 24th , this is the third one on the 24th . 
(Oh, this is  the third one? ) 
CUBBY Yes . 
(Have we done two sides here? ) 
CUBBY Oh yes . 
(Oh, we have? ) 
CUBBY This is the third s ide . 
(This is the third sid e  for the day , for the 24th . Al l right go ahead . )  
Well at f irs ' yo ' ask me a ques t ion an ' then befo ' ah answah this quest ion 

ah like to say somepin tuh yuh person ' ly Mis tah Hyatt . 
(All right . )  
What ah suppose tuh tel l yo ' a f ew moments ago about thuh eyes . An ' uh , ah 

hear yo ' speak about operation . Well ,  ah hope befo ' yo ' go this t ime that ah 
have chance tuh talk wit yo ' person ' ly an ' privatly about this . J is ' today . On 
June thuh 24th . Becuz we do not know def ' nit ' ly when we may see yuh ag ' in .  

(Um hum . I see . )  
Now, yo ' speakin ' ' bout thuh tribal uniform . Thuh tribal uniform tha ' thuh 
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tribal Shibar weah . Thuh gahment fo ' thuh men an ' some of  thuh women are of  a • • •  
( I s  this a black tribe? ) 
Yes . 
I t  is my fathah ' s  tribe which is considahed mine . 
Yo ' s ee my fathah as ah to le yo ' befo ' is bo ' n  [ born] in Africa . Mah mothah 

bo ' n  in Sou ' Ca ' lina . 
S tephany Roberts fathah , yo ' see,  an ' mah mothah ' s  mothah were sis tah an ' 

brothah . [This makes Prophet and DoatoP Buzzard f irst cousins ! ]  
Wha ' ah tell yo ' ' bout thuh tribal dress , we weah a robe wit thuh undahpan ' s .  

Thuh basic gahment is o f  a b lack an ' it has a wide white l ine . [ Someone knocks 
at the door . ] Yes ? 

CUBBY [ handing cassette recorder to the Prophet goes to the door . ] Someone 
wants to see you [ prophet ] out s ide . 

PROPHET Pleas e ,  will yo ' [ either to me or to Charles who was there earlier 
(p . l61 o f  transcr ipt)  hol '  [ hold ] this [ Recorder ] j is '  a minut e .  [To Cubby ] 
See if it ' s  important will yo ' pleas e .  

CUBBY Yes . 
PROPHET [ To Hyat t or Charles ] Cut this [ recorder ] off  fo ' a moment will yo ' 

please? 
CUBBY [ To Prophet ] Did you want us tub leave now? 
[Now remember , the recorder is supposed to have been stopped , yet we now hear : ]  
PROPHET No , ah ' d  [ I  would ] appreciate yo ' stay ; this would be  a great  experi-

ence fo ' Mis tah Hyatt . 
[Mr . Cubby on returning from the door evident ly closes out our first cassette 

and begins another one , the third side of  the interview . That is how the tape 
starts again . ] 

PROPHET [ Surely to us because my r ecorder would not have p icked up voices at 
the door . ]  Ah would like yuh tub say yo ' ve [ you have ] nevah b een heah . [Pre
sumably we are not to reveal we have been present while a doatoP privately exam
ines a pat ient . Prophet now talks to man , having brought him into room . ] 

How are yo ' feelin ' ? 
Fine . 
Yes , uh , yo ' j is ' wanna see me a minute? Please . Jis ' any t ime .  Excuse me . 

Step right in here ,  if yo ' don ' min ' . 
HYATT (Oh , here you are .  How are you? ) 
MAN I thought I ' d  f in '  him fo ' yo ' see • • •  
(Did you know anybody • • •  p eople came ? ) 
MAN Well I ' ve seen them b efo ' , us ' ly he had j is '  Like if there was 

somepin wrong wit yo ' ,  yo ' have to see ' im . 
( Oh ,  I see . ) 
[ Conversation cut • • •  ] 
Yo '  know doctah all thin ' s - Gawd is , sit [ said to patient ] right in this 

chair right heah please . Sit  right theah . Yo ' see in all thin ' s  Gawd is a good 
Gawd an ' wha ' we do heah we f ix so tha ' yo ' [ pat ient ] see me tuhmahrah mawnin ' 
at 8 o ' c lock .  Yo ' gonna be all right . Ah don ' have no worry ' bout whatevah 
else b e .  Yo ' j is '  go on an ' when yo ' git  home j is '  put yuh han ' in a li ' l e col ' 
vatah , an ' while yo ' do tha ' ah ' ll do  somepin heah . An ' ah believe yo ' will be 
all r ight but ah s t ill would like fo ' yo ' tub see me at  8 o ' clock tuhmahrah 
mawnin ' , 8 o ' c lock tuhmahrah mawnin ' .  

[Another man in the conversat ion now , s ignif ied by number 2 . ] 
Yes [ says a s econd patient or s omeone who came with f irst pat ient ] .  
PROPHET = SARHEED How d id yo ' know tha ' Sarheed was here? How d id yo ' find 

out tha ' ah was here ?  
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PATIENT 2 I had one of  yore cards . 
Yo ' have one o '  mah cahds . Ah s e e .  An ' so yo ' have prob ' ly s een o thah 

p eopl e [doators ] an ' wha ' d id dey do fo ' yuh, anythin ' ?  Whut ah tole thuh lady 
tuh t ell yo ' some time ago , d id it help yo ' any? [ Is this an inconsis tency? ] 

PATIENT 2 Yeah . 
Ah j is '  want ed tuh know . Ah 'm so glad tuh heah this . This is a wonderful 

thin ' . An ' Gawd b less yuh . 
PATIENT 2 Ah will be back tuhmahrah mawnin ' .  
Okay . Ah will be heah . An ' then we will go intuh d etail an ' we gonna cleah 

up this cond ition fo ' evah an ' evah . Becuz we will take yo ' tuh thuh rivah an ' 
it will take it on away . An '  Abadula [ his "mag ic " words again] will help me tuh 
make yuh body healthy an ' wel l ag ' in . So don ' worry about it , Sarheed will help 
yo ' .  Tuhmahrah mawnin ' at  8 o ' clock ah will see yo ' heah . 

PATIENT 2 I trust in yo ' . 
Thank Gawd fo ' yo ' . Mmmm . Uh , ah t ell yo ' thuh truth s e e ,  uh , ah am sorry 

we have li ' le interruption . But when a person is ill if yo ' r emembah Our Lawd 
an ' Saviour Jesus Chris t ,  He nevah did passed up a person tha ' was ill , did he? 

(That ' s  r ight , that ' s  right . ) 
He did somethin ' fo ' all o ' them if He could . 
(That ' s  r ight . )  
Ah don ' even ask ' em ' bout whethah yo ' have money , We don ' care whethah yo ' 

have money . Gawd has bles s ed me wit this . Gawd has b lessed me wit this b ecuz 
ah do whut ah say othahs claim tuh do . 

(Just  one moment • . •  ) 
CUBBY Ah don ' think they missed all of it . 
(Not all of  it ? )  
CUBBY Oh . 
( I  don ' t  think al l of it . )  
Try it . [ Prophet? ] 
(Let ' s  s ee ,  before the seal we mis s ed something right there . We ' l l have to 

go back . ) 
CUBBY The formula . 
(Yes , let ' s  have the formula . )  
PROPHET Oh yes • • •  
(Well he l ef t  and you kis s ed the s eal before you gave me the formula . ) 
Wha ' ah was go in '  tuh do fo ' this mahn , then ah said his condit ion has come 

from a pers ' nal intahco ' se .  
(Oh yes , uh huh . ) 
P ers ' nal intahco ' se wit woman . An ' he ' s  b een arossed up phys ic ' ly an ' ment ' 

ly .  Ah says tha ' then ah was goin ' tuh f ix somepin . Aftah he take bath . Ah 
will get a hen egg . Ah will get a small paht  of a piece of livah from a live 
chicken . Ah ' ll go f in '  a live chicken some plac e ,  ah ' ll cut thuh back o '  thuh 
[ l ive? ] chicken open .  Ah will take out thuh l ivah , a paht of it ah will us e 
thuh clear paht . Ah will boil it a cer t ' in length o '  t ime .  E ithah heah or a t  
thuh othah plac e . Which plac e ,  ah tell ' im tuh see me - ah may go tuh o thah 
place . Ah may require d if ' runt containah tuh bo il in theah . 

' Cuz how much diff icult ? s tay . ? clean up , it ' s  no t importan ' .  So 
wha ' ah do  theah , about thuh time when thuh sun is goin ' down . Ah will be 
standin ' at thuh bank o '  thuh bay [ Tampa Bay] wit this in a glass containah . 
An ' ah will throw it like this [ demons trates ] ovah mah lef ' shouldah , ah will 
throw this bot ' le as far as  ah can [ d emonstrates ] . 

(Just like that . )  
Ah make wish tha ' thuh cond it ion be cleart up . Ah don ' have tub worry , ah 
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know it will be cleaned up . I t  is  heah tha ' ah have tuh kiss mah s eal , b ecuz 
ah have tol ' maj ah [maj or ] secret an ' truth tuhgethah . [ KISS - KISS - KISS . ]  

(And you kiss  it [ seal ]  three t imes ? )  
Now we always d o  this i f  b e  necessary tuh g o  into any pers ' nal thin ' o '  de

scribe how cert ' in thin ' will be done . But ah wan ' yo ' tuh please undahstan ' me 
cleahly , tha ' thah ' s always one ingred ient we have tuh l eave out on describ in '  a 
fo ' mula . [This , as far as I remember is my f irst encounter with such a rule . ] 
Ah cannot tell yo ' exac ' ly everythin ' ah use .  But if we were here when this b e  
worked , yo ' would s e e  what a h  would b e  do in ' . But yo ' would not know the name 
of these diffrunt thin ' s tha ' ah b e  workin ' wit . This is impo ' tan ' becuz as yo ' 
know thuh great cavelet tes [ ? ] . They could not write these secret s out . They 
had tuh pass ' em from eah tuh eah by word o ' mouth . An ' so when ah make oath 
' bout thuh work , ah keep this oath . Ah keep this oath . 

(You make an oath to someone that you will no t reveal the secrets ? ) 
Cert ' in secret s . 
( I  see . And who do you say these great , what were these great what ? ) 
Great Sarheed o '  Great Abadulah . 
Abadula is de livin ' Gawd . Tha ' ah know person ' ly .  
( I  see .  Um hum . Now was there something else we had missed or not? ) 
CUBBY The formula an ' the kiss in '  o '  the • • •  

(We have that . )  [Kissing of the sea l . ] 
CUBBY An '  about the dishrag . 
PROPHET Ah was t ellin ' him how tha ' some people be arossed up in the ? 

yo ' see ? They have woman get thuh d ishrag an ' they wipe thuh ? Or mahn do 
thuh same thin ' tuh woman . [We have many many of these dishrag rites in HOODOO . ] 
This bequeaths theah natuah [nature ] an ' then so long thuh way she sleep wit this , 
mayb e undah thuh side o '  this b ed , heah . An ' aftah while mahn have sluggedness 
[ sluggishness ] .  He will want tuh lay [ stay ] aroun ' her . He will wan ' ? tuh go 
away [ he will not want to go away ] . He only wan ' tuh deal wit j is '  one person . 
This person who have perfo ' med this pecul ' ah kin ' of  act . So tha ' s al l tuh tha ' . 
It ' s  j is '  a dangahous thin ' in thuh f iel ' , ah don ' use this at all . Ah do no t 
try tuh hurt anybody in thuh natuah [nature ] depahtmen ' prob lem , ain ' t verah 
wis e .  But ah help evahone tuh come befo ' me tuh some degree . 

THA ' IS THUH REASON AH BELIEVE SO SINCERELY THA ' AH COULD HELP YO ' WIT YUH 
EYES. BECUZ AH WILL FIX 'EM THA ' YO ' WILL ANOINT YUH EYES - READ A CERT 'IN 
VERSE FO ' SEVEN TIMES. AN '  AH DEF 'NITLY BELIEVE1 ALTHOUGH AH COULD NOT MAKE IT 
OVAHNIGHT. IT TAKE SOME TIME WITH THESE THIN 'S BECUZ IT TAKE1 AH HA VE  TUH FAST 
AT LEAS ' TWO DAY BEFO ' AH COULD STAHT ON IT. AN ' THEN YO ' USE THIS. AN '  THEN 
AH AM POS 'TIVE1 AH HA VE  NO DOUBT WHATSOEVAH THA ' AFTAH YO ' HA VE FOUND THA ' YUH 
VISION WOULD BE CLEAH THAN THEAH 'S BEEN A LONG TIME. THEN IT WON ' T  BE NECESSARY 
TTJH GO THRU THIS OPERATION. 

(I SEE. ) 
THIS OPERATION 'S ALWAYS BAD. ESPECIALLY AT A CERTAIN AGE YO ' SEE? AH WISH 

YO ' COULD TRY TUB A VOID IT. IN FAC '1 AH1 AH WOULD UH1 AH RE 'LY WOULD FIX THIS 
FO ' YO ' IF YO ' WOULD BE SO KIN ' IN JIS ' TUB PAY FO ' TWO 0 ' THUGH INGREDIENT AH 
WOULD USE. IT DOESN 'T COS ' VEHY MUCH. AN ' THEN1 AFTAH YO ' SEE RESU 'T� THEN 
AH WOULD APPRECIATE A REAL GOOD OFFAHIN ' .  YO ' UNDAHSTAN ' ?  

(I UNDERSTAND. ) 

Ther e ,  now he [ patient ] want tuh say somethin ' tuh yo ' • • •  [ paus e  in conver
sat ion ! ] 

(Uh , I was , we backed away . I d idn ' t want to b e ,  s tart any commo t ion of that 
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kind . ) 
Yes , true,  But sometime it  happun yo ' see this mahn came in ill ,  yo ' would 

? to some t ime ? 
(Oh that ' s , I
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_
t __ t. hat was a great opportunity [ to meet hoodoo doctor and 

patient ] . That ' s  the f irst t ime I ever saw it done . )  
Ah imagine yo ' see thuh same mahn ' bout an hour an ' a half from now , yo ' will 

see a great diffrunce in his attitude an ' his change ,  b ecuz ah j is ' worked a 
great work right befo ' yuh eyes , whethah yo ' know it o '  no t ! ! !  It ' d  be s imple 
[ the eye operat ion I suppose ! ] . 

(Yes , I see . ) [And I did see ! ] 
But ah knew wha ' ah was doin ' . Ah undahstan ' .  Ah felt thuh condit ion ahmedi

at ely . Ah seen tha '  he was CPossed up in his min ' an ' in his body . Phys ' ca ' ly 
an ' ment ' ly .  An '  we knows wha ' tub do tub straight en it out . It ' s no b ig thin ' 
o ' hurry . But it ' s  a ,  it ' s  a maj ah s t ep in , ah call it , human relation , when yo ' 
can resto ' a mahn ' s  health without spendin '  lot  o '  money fo ' thuh doctah b ill . 

Now when thuh man is able tub work ag ' in he ' ll g ive me a big donation . Yo ' 
see? 

( I see . ) 
Ah won ' ask fo ' it [ his fee ]  he ' ll come back . 
(What did you do • • •  ? )  [What do I mean ! ] 
Yo ' be su ' prise . Somet ime ah come heah , ask me tub stay a week , an ' ah come 

heah an ' theah ' s  money all undah thuh do ' .  An '  then Gawd wil l thank me . Yo '  
see? This is thuh thin ' tha ' makes me keep on goin ' at 61 . Ah won ' stop . But 
ah am lookin ' fo ' a young mahn tha ' has thuh r ight [ att itude? ] .  Thuh r ight out
look on life  tub impaht wit him some o '  thuh s ecrets tha ' ah have learnt in 47 
yeahs in thuh work. [ This sentiment or bait is surely thrown in Mr . Cubby ' s  
direction ! ]  

Yo ' see? Becuz wit ' out this many people would be in worsah shape than they 
are tuhday . This is tub me l ike yuh book is tub yuh . I t  is somep in tha ' will 
he ' p people along through thuh yeahs . 

(That ' s  right ! That ' s  right ! )  
Will he ' p  them on through thuh yeahs . When they look intuh whut had happun , 

how it happun , they will s ee tha ' ther ' ah [ ther e are]  stil l men tha ' have thut 
same touch tha ' Jesus had tub resto ' health tub thuh ill , fo ' thuh earthly thin ' , 
plus it give ' em a sp irit o f  Gawdliness . This is important too . We nevah fo ' get 
tha ' Gawd is thuh Mas tah . An ' we j is '  thuh ins trumen ' thru which he work , yo ' 
know. 

(Did you ever - before I forget it - d id you ever have any contact with a 
white ,  a white root doctor of any kind ? )  

Yes . 
(We know about Harris of  cour s e ,  up in uh • • •  ) 
Yes . Yes . 
(Was it  near - Florenc e? • •  ) 
Tha ' s  right , Sou ' Ca ' lina . Well now theah was a ole mahn name Turnah Eas tmahn . 

Co ' se he passed in 1948 . He was in a li ' l e  place called Sniff iel ' ,  Naw ' Ca ' l ina . 
He was a mahn tha ' was fahly good in thuh work . Ah mean tha ' in this pahticulah 
paht . [ PROPHET now speaks to someone who has either entered or pas sing by . This 
man will be deno ted by #3 . ]  Did yo ' want tuh speak tub someone? 

N0 . 3  No , no . 
CUBBY We give him some ad dres ses f rom Mr . Henry or somebody else���? ____ __ 
Oh ! Ah see , ah see . Wond erful ! Wonderful ! So wha '  happun theah uh , we tried 

h�. Ah heard ' bout tha ' he could f ix it so tha ' a person could go in thuh wood 
[or woods ] an ' make wha ' they call moonshine . An ' Mr . Turnah Eas tmahn , he spe-



- Hoodoo - Conj uration - Witchcraft  - Rootwork - 4661 

cialize in keep in '  thuh poleeces away from his s t ill . So ab wondah how could 
this be done . So ah went tub him an ' ab talked wit him an ' he tol ' me tba ' ah 
could g ive yo ' this secret fo ' $ 68 . 13 .  So  ah bought thuh secret . Then mahself 
t ried it . We foun '  thuh man knew zackly wha ' he was talkin ' about , becuz ah went 
right away an ' made a hunderd dollah tha ' same aftahnoon by go in ' tub a mahn tha ' 
was runnin ' whiskey still . He had b een raided abou ' two weeks befo ' , so ah tole 
him ah would do somepin in thuh woods aroun ' his s till , tha ' thuh poleece would 
not bo thah him fo ' 35 days . An ' only 35 days he would be  able tub regain his 
los ' by havin ' f irs ' s t ill cut up , yo ' know? So he was one o '  thut greates t one 
ab evah went tub about anythin ' . This is thuh only thin ' ah ask about , thuh form
ula f o '  this particulah secret . 

( I  s ee .  I see . ) 
An '  it thuh magic ,  it ' s  a magic circle , yo ' make a magic circle . Yo '  leave it 

so they have openin ' tub go out . [Magic c ircle also used in f inding treasur e ;  
examples i n  HOODOO. ] Each person tha ' come in mus ' come thru this paht iculah 
l i ' le path . Each person go out mus ' go out thru this path . Yo ' always l ead it 
so it  go tub thuh watah . [ Does the outer circumference actually touch water ?  
This would keep sp irits out at least , s o  they say . This is surely a treasure
hunt ing rite . ] Tbub poleece will nevab come theab undah 35 days , see? 

(Oh that ' s  good . )  [ It keeps the police out 35 days ! ]  
Even if ah tell in thub days he could run . Aftah 35 days yo ' on yuh own . An ' 

af tah 35 days yo ' bettah not , yo ' bettab move , ' cuz he be theah . He been lookin ' 
at yo ' all thuh time ,  he j is '  won ' come in . Do yah see? This is some o '  thuh 
wha ' ah call maj ah s ecrets o '  witchcraf ' an ' hoodoo work. 

(Before I forget it . Did you ever hear of a ,  he was an elderly man . Oh , I ' d  
say 30 years ago probably . A man by the name of  Jones . Who ' s  said to have been 
a doator around Beaufort . Jones , a man named Jones? ) 

This Jones , ah don ' know him person ' ly becuz aroun ' Beaufort yo ' f in '  sev ' ral 
people call themself dbatahs . Yo ' undahs tan ' doctah , they say • • •  

(Now, I don ' t know this . I had a long s tory told about this and I think the 
man , the man telling it , I think was a root doc tor hims elf . He said he studied 
with Doator Jones , be was his grandfather and all that sort of thing . ) 

Oh yeah . 
(But even if he was making up things , he was making up using the true atmos

here , everything about hoodoo you see? I mean he had some connection with it . 
I wonder if Jones ever lived . )  

Ah don ' know . 
( I  think he was describing his own work, largely . )  
He could have been . 
(Disguising himself . )  
Could have been .  
(Pretending his grandfather did it . )  
Could have b een . 
(This  man when he worked he put on a black gown , he put on a ,  he used b lack 

gloves . )  
Yeah . 
(That ' s  my only example of that being used . )  
Yeah . 
(But when it comes to types of garments , all sorts of garments have been used . )  
Um hm .  That ' s  true . 
[ Somehow I do not think the Prophet was interested in my talk about other 

doctors ! ]  
(All sorts of  colored robes and that sort of  thing . )  
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Tha ' s true . Thuh only time ah person ' ly us e a robe is when ah might be able 
tuh speak befo ' a congrahgation . We use eithah green ,  yellah , or black . But 
very seldom we use thuh black . We use mos ' ly thuh green or thuh yellah . An '  
sometime we use plain white . Now ah would like tuh describe somethin ' tuh yuh 
concernin ' thuh connection o '  these two thin ' . We gonna hol ' it tightly becuz 
we not goin ' tuh, we don ' have tuh do it becuz we ' ve kilt all thuh devilmen ' 
tha ' was put intuh this . Yo ' know this , this is a bone . Yo ' can turn on this 
light if yo ' will? 

CUBBY Over here? 
Yes . 
( I s  this a rabbit foo t ? )  
U h  huh. No , this i s  not a rabbit foo t . 
(O . K. )  [ ! ! ! ]  
This is bone ah • • •  

(Oh this is a bone . It ' s  a bone . )  
It ' s  a bone . 
( I  see . ) 
Well yo ' see thuh bone with this hair . Yo ' no tice this l i ' le sprigs o '  hair 

heah, undah this bone . 
(Oh yes . ) 
This bone was planted in thuh plac e ,  front o '  mah place at 0000 Kings Road in 

Jacksonville ,  Florida . Thuh pu ' pose o '  thuh bone an ' evahthin ' was tha ' ah would 
move from theah , becuz o '  j ealousy o '  a mahn concern ' a woman tha ' he liked . He 
thought tha ' ah was tryin ' tuh do somepin ag ' ins t him .  But thuh woman was not 
intahrested in tha ' at  all . She was intahres ted in ' er daughtah , which he didn ' 
know about . But he put this theah tha ' ah would walk ovah it . An ' thuh purpose 
o '  me walkin ' ovah it would ' ave been .4h would become cripple in mah right foo t . 
Especially aroun ' thuh ankle paht . Yo' s ee how thuh knuckle paht , it was turned . 
S e e ,  when ah got neah this place ah s tarted in thuh off ice . An ' ah was warned 
tha ' ah was f ixin ' tuh go intuh some kind o '  devilmen ' ,  ah call it . So  ah backed 
away an ' ah got a f lashlight out o '  mah cahr an ' ah looked an ' when ah s t epped 
ovah this - about as close from heah tuh theah wheah this turn , wheah this knuckle 
paht . When ah spose tuh go ovah thuh s tep ah d idn ' step . Ah can step on it now , 
becuz ah have decontaminated [ it ] . 

(Oh ! ) 
Yo ' undahs tan ' contamination? Means ah ' ve took away thuh foolishness tha ' 

they ? • An ' they had this , uh , buried in sulphah , graveyahd dirt . An ' uh , 
dead mahn ankle bone . Yo ' know yo ' goin ' tuh cemetery an ' they ' ll d ig up a 
bone • • •  

( Is this a dead man ' s bone here now? ) 
This is not a mahn ' s bone , this is a animal bone . 
( I  see . ) 
I t  may come from a small dog or some o thah small animal.  Ah do  not know 

zackly which animal it came from .  But this othah part , tha ' was wrapped in it , 
aroun ' it wit this claw ,  was sulphah , graveyahd dirt an ' a dead man ' s  ankle bone . 
An '  it  had been beat intuh a powdah . With this if ah should have s t epped ovah 
it no t bein ' warn tha ' ah was into a dangahous zone , ah could have pos s ibly been 
crippled . Yo ' s ee? 

(I  see . ) 
Thuh same thin ' will occur if they try tuh put po ison in thuh watah tha ' ah 

might drink . If  ah should have small drink o '  whiskey they , ah be  warn not tuh 
drink . So wha ' ah do in some cases , if ah be want in ' a glass o '  watah , ah ' ll 
make it cleah, ah say , "Will yo ' please j is ' uh , uh give me thuh glas s yo ' have . 



- Hoodoo - Conj urat ion - Witchcraf t - Rootwork - 4663  

·yo ' get yo ' a glass o '  watah. 1 1  

self , if yo ' know it ' s  poison . 
walk on these thin ' . All this 

(I see . ) 
When yo ' are hindahed , let ' s  

would heah tha ' ah thuh healah , 
know , ah would b e  foolishness . 

(It  certainly would . )  

Yo ' see ah know yo ' not gonna drink poison yuh
So this is thuh way we b e  warn so tha ' we don ' 

be  tub hindah yuh . 

say if ah sa id , tuh say this aftahnoon tha ' yo ' 
Sarheed , was ill b ecuz ah drank poison . If  ah 
Fo ' me tub drink poison , wouldn ' it? 

Well , then ah have tuh have way , lak othah p eople,  tub b e  warn o '  these thin ' s .  
So beah wha ' we have heab . This is thuh li ' le thin ' tha ' warns me no t to eat 
dangabous thin ' s .  Not tuh eat contaimnated [ contaminated ] food . 

(That ' s , that ' s  the hand that warns you? ) 
This is thuh han ' tha ' keep s me safe . 
[This hand I think we saw before . ] 
( I t  j umps in you • • •  ) 
In mah pocket , it makes this li ' le feelin ' in mah flesh , j is '  lak ah put it  

in  this  right pocket all  thuh t ime . An ' ah  keep it heah at all t imes . 
Okay , if ah go tub a s trange plac e tuh s leep ,  thuh firs ' thin ' ah do is lay 

on thuh bed ,  wit this in mah pocket bef o '  ah tu ' n  back thuh covahs , b efo ' ah 
take mah bath ,  any thin ' , so tha ' if bed is not correc ' ly fix ,  if someone has 
slep ' theah befo ' me , if theah ' s  anythin ' theah tha ' would hurt me or habm me , 
mah min ' an ' mab body , ah ' m  warned . An ' somet ime in a hotel , ab say , well ah 
have paid fo ' thuh room ,  ah don ' think ah ' ll spen ' thuh night . An ' ah go . Do 
yo ' see? Yo ' see they do these thin ' s yo ' know. That ' s  why we b e  caut ious 
wheah we stay an ' how we s t ay .  

( I  see . I see . ) 
Yo ' see we don ' have any foolishness heab nor thuh othah place wheah mah in

nab o ff ice at , yo ' know? Then people  come in if they be  ill ah let ' em  lay 
across thuh bed . Cert ' in types ill , but befo ' ah let them go al l ,  let them be 
clean .  Ahmmediately . We don ' wait aroun ' two , thre e days b ecuz it ' s  too dan-
gerous . 

( I  see . ) 
Now uh, whoevah fixed this knew whut they were doin ' , but ah was in mah own 

inves t igation.  Ah f oun ' tha ' an eldah man had fixed this concoction fo ' this 
youngah man. An ' tub man paid him a purty good price fo ' it . So wha ' ah d id ,  
ah didn ' know who he was , but ab would know him if he come b efo ' me . S o  ah 
said tub mah frien ' an ' one o '  mab dec iples . Ah said tuhmorrah , ah ' m  gonna 
bring this mahn heah tub thuh off ice tub f in '  out wha ' his prob lum is . So ah 
didn ' have tub do much investigatin ' .  Thuh mahn tha ' ah tole this tub is Willie 
B. He is in charge o '  mah place in Jacksonville .  He says , "Now Prophet how yo ' 
gonna do this ? "  Ah said , "Ah ' m  gonna read somepin from thuh 16th Psa ' m" [Ps1 ' m 
for Psalm ] . 

(Ummm . )  
Ah ' m  gonna take some gZory watah an ' wash mah body an ' mah han ' s  an ' especially 

mah haah . Ah said , "An ' when this mahn appeah befo ' me in mah dream or in mah 
sleep , then ah will deman ' ' im tub come heah . " Ah said , "He ' l l b e  heah tuhmar
rab evenin ' befo ' thuh sun go down . An ' when he come he wi ll admit tha ' he him
s elf place this in front o 1 mah do ' • " An' thuh mah came . AH SAID THUH MAHN CAME! 

(Um hum . )  [He does not r ealize how careful ly I follow every word of his ! 
This has always been my practic e  out in the f ield . ] 

An ' when he saw me be ack [ ac t ] as if  he was a friend . 
(Um hum . )  [Notice how I r espond more frequently ! ]  
Then ab tole him, "Brothah , yo ' have nuthin tub feah , "  ah said , "becuz yo ' 
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can see tha ' ah am not cripple .  Tha ' ah have full use of  mah limbs . " 
(Um hum. ) 
An ' ah also have this . But ah d idn ' have it in mah han ' then . Ah was workin ' 

on it , ah was c l eanin ' it up , yo ' s ee? 
(Yes . )  
Ah s aid , "Ah also have this . "  Ah said , "Yo ' evah s een it befo ' ? " He said , 

"Yes s ir . "  He start tuh cryin ' lak a li ' le chile [ child ] . 
(Uh huh . ) 
He says , "Yes s ir . " Ah said , "Well now ,  ah don ' have any pers ' nal  d ealin ' wit 

yuh woman.  She ' s  intahr es t ed in huh daughtah . "  Do yo ' know huh daughtah? " He 
s aid,  "Ah didn' know she had one . "  

(Urn hum. ) 
Yo '  s ee an ' ah went an ' tole him wha ' thuh s tory wuz . He said , "They tole me 

tha ' yo ' from Africa an ' tha ' yo ' was a wit chcraf ' workah an ' tha ' yo ' was gonna 
take her wit yo ' when yo ' leave here . "  

(Um hum. ) 
So  ah f iggah she wouldn ' wan '  a cripple ole man . I f  she want ole man at all 

she wouldn ' want one tha ' s  cripple . I t ' s  a logical way o '  thinkin ' .  
[ Hyatt  laughs . ]  
A log ' ca l  way tuh think . Would yo ' think so?  
(I  would think so . )  
An ' so ah tole ' im, "No , this is not as it  is now . If  yo ' will give me a of

fahin ' ah will t ell  yo ' wha ' tuh do tha ' yo ' an ' thuh woman will be tuhgethah as 
long as yuh wan '  tub at all t imes . "  He say ,  "If yo ' do tha ' , ah ' ll pay anythin ' 
yo ' chahge . Ah don ' have much money now but ah have a ring . "  He have a ole di ' 
mon ' ring on , it was about three karat , fo ' [ four ] karat . Ah don ' know wha ' thuh 
karats in thuh rings be . Ah s ays , "Well , uh wha ' would yo ' pay fo ' this ? "  He 
say ,  "Anythin ' yo ' chahg e . " Ah said , "Will $ 2 1 7  b e  too much? "  He said , "No s ir , 
if ah have thuh woman. "  Ah said , "Yo ' will have thuh woman . "  [ Al l  laugh . ]  Yo ' 
s ee? So ah say , "Yo ' come an ' bring me a paht o '  this . "  He say ,  "How much could 
ah g ive yo ' now? " Ah say , "Wha ' do yo ' have? " He open his wallet an ' he looked 
in his wallet then he wen ' in this l i ' le pocket up heah , he pull it out , he f in
' ly count it up . He had $86 . Ah says , "Well ,  now yo ' make this $111 . An ' yo ' 
go  an ' bring me these three thin ' s .  Ah wan ' yo ' tuh go wheah yo ' live , if yo ' 
got sugah in thuh house bring me a t easpoonful o '  sugah , a small j ah o '  honey . 
An ' a l eaf from a f ig tree .  This i s  all ah want yo ' tub bring me - wit thuh 
$111 . Yes . An ' ah give yo ' thuh woman if tha ' wha ' yo ' wan ' • " 

(Um hum. ) 
So tha ' s  whut ah did . But ah tell yuh a paht o '  wha ' ah did tuh this . Ah 

wro te  thuh woman name on thuh f ig leaf . Yo '  know thuh fig tree ' s thuh mos ' im
po ' tan '  [ important not impotent ] tree . I t is thuh only tree tha ' beahs thuh 
fruit befo ' it has thuh leaves . 

(Oh . ) 
Did yo ' know tha ' ? 
(No , I didn ' t know that . )  
Well,  yo ' watch this when yo ' see it ag ' in .  Thuh fig tree is thuh only tree 

tha ' beahs thuh fruit befo ' it  puts on thuh l eaves . Now, theah is a reason , they 
tell me , about this . If yo '  remembah , our Lawd an ' Saviour Jesus Christ , one day 
was uh, hungry on a j ourney an ' he went tuh thuh f ig tree tuh reach in tuh s ee if 
he could f in '  a f ig tuh eat . Jis ' a lonely f ig .  An ' theah wasn ' t  any figs on 
this tree . So he cursed thuh f ig tree . So now, if yo ' or ah should go tuh a f ig 
tree, we would not have tub feel , we will know tha ' it have all leaves at  a c er
t ' in t ime but thuh fruit is already theah, b ecuz it put thuh fruit up f irs ' - yo ' 
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can see thuh fruit befo ' yo ' s ee thuh l eaves . 
(Um hum . )  
Watch this . 
(Um hum . ) 
Inves tigate this . 
(Yes . )  
Ah wan'  yo ' tuh do , take a li ' le t ime an'  invest igate evahthin ' we talked 
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about . Becuz fo ' this reason. Yo ' have t ruth . Yo ' have truth tha ' yo ' can use . 
(Um hum . ) 
Truth tha ' othah people wil l  s ee ,  as some thin ' s ah might say they would try . 
(Um hum . )  
Now fo ' thuh full fo ' mula . We to le yo ' we wro t e  thuh g irl ' s  name on thuh f ig 

leaf . Tha ' is true . We use thuh sugah , an ' this we have this man tuh take it 
tub ant bed .  We let this stay fo ' cert ' in numbah o '  days . An '  aftah then he 
takes , see thuh ant in eat in ' thuh sugah off thuh leaf will also eat thuh name . 
But r ight aroun ' thuh bed yo ' will see it p i le up . So  he goes an ' gets this dus ' . 
He put it in a glass containah an ' h e  screw thuh top on it real t ight . An '  he 
bur ied it ups id e down in thuh p ath so he can walk ovah it . All his walkin ' J 
mos ' ly s omet ime durin ' thuh day , he' ll walk ovah it . Fo ' thuh f irs ' nine day 
he' ll  walk ovah it evah day . Af tah then he wa lk ovah it occasion ' ly .  It ' s  al l 
right , got it upside down . 

( I  see . ) 
An ' thuh woman would do j is '  like he tell  her tuh do . 
( I  see. ) 
He [ she? ] become like a chile . 
(I  see . ) 
Obed ient , permiss ive . An ' he himself will become mo ' prospahous becuz he ' ll 

be at mo ' ease when he ' s  workin ' [ won ' t worry about some other man being with his 
woman or wif e ] . 

(There ' s  one thing before I f orget it . You ment ioned g Zopy water. ) 
Um hum . 
(Do you make your own , what is • • •  ? )  
GZory watah , ah do not make thuh whole g Zory watah.  Ah get a cert ' in numbah 

o '  drops  o '  oil . An ' a concentrat ed watah . An ' ah keep it . An '  then this , ah 
us e ,  uh , s ag e .  Sage is a wondahful thin ' . Sage is a wondahful thin ' . Sage 
does many thin ' s f o ' yuh body , f o ' yuh min ' , an ' esp ec ia ' ly when yo ' re in trouble, 
or about tub be invo lved in some types o '  troub le .  

(Well I think we , wha • • •  are we get t ing near the end o f  that ? )  
CUBBY It ' s  about maybe three minutes . 
(Now what s ide is this? The third s ide  for the day ? )  
CUBBY Yes . 
(Good . Now, well I think we ' ll c lo s e up then . We can always s ee this man I 

hope , again I hope . But we would be • • •  ) 
PROPHET We have tub let Mr . Cubby contac '  me . Ah think ah g ive him t elephone 

numbah . 
(Wel l ,  he ' l l  s tay in contact • • •  ) 
CUBBY [ says something unclear . ]  
PROPHET Yo ' have a t elephone numbah? [ It was through a swit chboard . ] 
(Yes . Yes . He' ll stay in contac t with you . ) 
[ To ]  f in '  where ah be , if ah 'm no t heah . Wherevah ah be this lady will know . 

Then she will info ' m  me tha ' some ? an ' ah ' ll make mahs elf available tuh yo ' .  
(Well ,  I ' ll tell you . If you shou ld f ind any more let t ers , int eresting let

t ers - t�is one we have now I think is very g ood , it ' s  rather special . )  
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Mum huh . 
(And I will bring , we ' ll bring the copy around to show, j us t  to  show you how 

it  wil l look reproduced . You see what I mean? ) 
Um hum . 
(Now ,  I ' ve had thes e  two different , these two special experiences here . One 

is , I actually saw a pat ient , a genuine pat ient . )  [ Arranged perhaps , but still  
a patient . ]  

Yes . 
(A doctor interviewing him . ) 
Yes . 
(And we actual ly have a letter that he has received from a client [ ! ] .  In ad

dition to these o ther things , I think that the two int erviews so far have been 
marvelous . )  

CUBBY Oh yes ! 
(That ' s  my op inion • • •  ! spent the whole  morning working over what you did be -

fore . I would have gotten through half of the f irs t ,  first , f irst  • • •  ) 
CUBBY S ide .  
( S ide . ) [ I  mus t  have been tired ! ] 
PROPHET Ah hope tha ' it was uh • • • 

( I  thought it was very good . )  
Thank you . 
(You see,  I have to transcrib e  it . I write under diff iculty with my hands 

this way . ) [ I  was wearing a Dermaglove at l east  on the right hand . ]  
Um hum. 
( I  want to get everything as near per f ect as poss ib le . )  
Um hum . 
(Get the truth . Be sure I get the right words in there ,  you s ee? ) 
This is thuh impo ' tan ' paht about mah convahsation wit yo ' . 
( That ' s  right . )  
On this pahticulah thin' . Becuz yo ' s ee ,  Sa ' heed is 6 1  yeah ole now. Be 6 2 ,  

October 2 7 th ,  19 70 . An '  a s  thuh t ime g o  ah have a lready been tole tha ' in this 
life span tha ' ah would not • • •  [Pause in tape and end of interview two . ] 

THIRD INTERVIEW IN THIRD DIFFERENT HOUSE 

[As usual we begin our third interview at a new meeting place , our third , 
but comments within the text and memory will show that interview 3 started at 
the wrong t ime , on a ho t day , facing a very noisy s treet . Mr . Cubby and I while 
s i t t ing on the front porch fighting off flies could see and hear three young men 
inside who would certainly remain , if no t in the interviewing room , at  least a 
few feet away through an open door . Even before the delayed P rophet arr ived Mr . 
Cubby and I had decided to transf er the interview to his home if possibl e . ] 

HYATT This is July 11 , 19 70 , I am interviewing the Prophet at the home of 
Mr . Clarence Cubby , Saturday morning . 

PROPHET At this t ime ah am to say what we call devotion service . So we read 
a scripture ,  we burn incent . [ He uses 3 colors of incense .  We see pink and green 
but not the purple in accordance with his principle of always wit hholding a part 
of the necessary informat ion . He l ights p ink inc ense on a clam shell . This 
lat ter has a deep furrow cut on the underside to deepen the bless ing . ] This we 
believe has a special meanin ' tuh this home , an ' we ' re askin ' in ouh convahsation 
tha ' thuh home be blessed . An ' whutevah yo ' an ' ah should do or discuss will 
have meanin ' fo ' o thah people ,  tha ' they too will be bles t . An ' ah also wan ' tub 
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wash mah han ' s from thuh o thah thin ' s ah have done s ince thuh t ime ah saw yo ' 
las ' . So ah will read now a po ' t ion of thuh 2 7 th P salm : The Lord is my Zight an ' 
my sa Lvation; whom shaZ Z I fear? [ The Prophet says to Mr . Cubby , "Ah canno t see ." 
I say to Mr . Cubby , "Read it for him . " They both read to the end . ] Then the 
Prophet says : "All o '  these thin ' s tha ' we [ healers ] talk about in thuh word o '  
Hoodoo , Voodoo , an ' Witchcraf ' is built roun ' thuh Bible tub keep [ actually to  
make ] it  a religious cer ' mony . 

PROPHET Yo ' are intahrested in complet in '  yuh work , yo '  have questions tuh 
ask . It s eems to be  very deep . Ah am willin' tub answah thuh question if ah 
can , or if Abadulah [ chants ] he say tuh me it is all r ight tuh answah , ah answah 
thuh quest ion . The ' ah some questions ah cannot answah , even though ah know thuh 
answah ah could not give direct answah . [ The incomplete answer is the escape 
route for all profess ional hoodoo persons , fortunetellers and mos t politicians . 
The Prophet is a mas ter o f  t his device . ] 

HYATT Well , what is the problem? Why can you not g ive a direc t answer? I 
mean is it a s ecret of some sort ? 

PROPHET It is a secret because in thuh time of  ancient Egyp ' an ' Jahrulsalahm 
an ' thuh Holy City of Mecca , the oracles [ people here rather than statement ] .  
These people are suppose  tuh have big min ' [minds ] tuh undahstan ' ,  tuh heah an ' 
see wit innah eye . An ' they d id not write anythin ' in books , so thuh thin ' we 
learn o '  great secret is han ' down from mout ' tuh eah . An ' we take oath ' bout 
certain thin' but we do no t repeat , but we will use fo ' thuh ben ' f it of mahnkin ' 
if it be  in our powah . 

[ The preceding claim to secret knowledge and wisdom handed down from the 
ancients by word of  mouth to a chos en f ew is both ancient and false .  But t o  
pretend that a n  organized group of dedicated men used this sacred material for 
the benefit o f  mankind was a little too much . Remember , the day was hot and 
had s tarted badly . ] 

HYATT I see . I see . I see . A moment ago you were saying these people 
[ hoodoo and roo t  doctors ] travel round from one place to the o ther , you can ' t 
get them into a union .  In o ther words there is no union of  • • •  They don ' t belong . 
Each fellow works on his own . Isn ' t that [ true ] • •  ? 

PROPHET Tha ' is true an ' they ' ave a sp irit  of  s elfishness . He [ I ]  mean they 
can only do thin ' , if he can do anoththin ' at  all , fo ' person ' l ga in .  He have 
not thuh group , ah mean thuh human group in min ' . [ He changes small group hoodoo 
doctors to human group ! ] When we sp eak of  thuh human group we mean thuh mahnkin ' , 
p eriod ! Yo ' see it , so we say ,  he have a gimmick.  He move from one place tub 
ano ther . [ By changing heaZers to all  mankind he is now ready to accus e anyone . ] 
He may be  a preachah, he may be a teachah , he could be a writah . [ But these 3 
do not claim a secret knowledge or ancient wisdom ! ]  But they spread thuh same 
type o '  propaganday an ' they leave [ behind them ]  thuh same brand o f  hurt , tha ' 
have been lef ' fo ' yeahs an ' yeahs on othah people . 

How, lak [ like ] it is wit me , ah do no t need tub talk loud now . It ' s  calcu
lated , undahstood , that ah would entah room where ah s tayed foah [ 4  or for ] days 
wit ' out food or watah an ' ah ' ve ate three t imes s ince seven o ' clock this mawnin ' 
an ' s till a l i ' le hungry [ fas ting was an ordeal for him ] .  B ecuz ah says , ah 
could not do dis thin ' , unless ah was able tuh get this p erson min ' [mind ] tub 
believe tha ' Gawd was able tub heal ' er .  An ' as soon as she said tha ' , if yo ' 
[ Prophet ] could stay without pain heah in this room ,  thuh way ah been carr ' in '  
[ carry ing ] on , [ she]  say yo ' must be fo ' real . An ' then ah read a paht o f  thuh 
17th chap tah of Mat thews . Ah took this li ' le small chicken no t j is '  big enough 
tub eat yet • • • Ah cut out his tongue • • •  made a tea .  Aftah she drank a li ' le t ea 
an ' ah ano i ' t ed her laig wit it , she j umped up an ' she walked • • •  She said she wa ' 
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havin ' nuratit [neuritis ? ]  in her hip . 
An ' anoahtime ah see sulphah in thuh humahn body ah know tha ' somepin is bein ' 

done in thuh fiel ' o ' witchcraf ' again ' them . Yo ' don ' t use sulphah fo ' people 
[ in cures ] .  If  ah see sugah or honey ah know tha ' somep in good be done fo ' yo ' .  
But when yo ' see  sulphah, b e  cautious how yo ' walk , how yo ' step . 

[ I  bring up the question of hoodooed people coming to him for heal ing . ] 
PROPHET Yo ' know it  s trange thinkin ' about these thin ' s .  Tha ' is why we 

always have , nevah do anythin ' wit ' out ah have a Bib l e . Ah also always have 
black clo th .  [Mr . Cubby and I will discuss this b lack cloth at  end of interview.  
It  repres ents ]  as it was when mahn f irs ' b egan . He  say evahthin ' was dahk tuh 
' im . An '  li ' le by li ' le it began tuh lighten up . Mahn began to undahstan ' . An ' 
yo ' see we keep movin ' it , becuz we f in '  tha ' mahn is shif tin ' . [Amazing ! Our 
Prophet has usurped the roles of the 3 Fates , he being the recorder and controller 
o f  history if not its maker , and therefore my last doctor returns to my f ir s t  doc
ter who calls himself the B�ck Jesus (v . 2 ,  p . 939 , line 51) . ]  

HYATT When you are healing , do you keep doing that , what you ' re doing now? 
PROPHET If ah had a chance ah ' d  put thuh c lot ' some pahts o f thuh body , some 

pahts o f  thuh fac e .  We keep it neah us at all t imes . These thin ' s we keep [ near 
us ] at all t imes . [ These 3 things are Bible,  clo t h ,  and sea t he wears about his 
neck . ] Ah seen s ev ' ral o '  them [ s eals ] . Ah take s eal No . l3 • • •  diggin ' [ treasure]  
from thuh eahth [ earth ] . But we don ' need richness ,  Doctah . Our richness comes 
when we he ' p  a lot ta people an ' give them satisfaction . Heal theah bodies . Make 
theah home more prospahous . Make their envahonment mo ' conducive tuh peaceful 
living . 

PROPHET Ah taught awhile whut d ey call read fortune . Evahone can do this , 
but he hafta [ have to ] be in such a way tha ' he can interpetate [ interpret ] thuh 
vibrat ion. When ah come in contact wit person,  ah g ive them somep in, maybe a 
spoon or anythin ' o f  metal . Ah let ' em  ho ld it awhile , while ah write  thuh name , 
thuh date of b irth . Af tah they han ' it back tuh me ,  then through this spoon or 
whutevah a h  give them tuh hol ' , yo ' [ pat ient ] gonna think back. As soon as yo ' 
look back l i ' le thin ' tha ' happen in yuh life  yo ' will goin ' begin tuh reg ' s tah 
[vibrations ] .  [All this palaver is lead ing up to having my mind read . I am not 
vezy good at this sort of  thing , pret ense or acting . ] 

Lak ah say tuh yuh , lak if yo ' remembah an ' it was 1937 [ 33 years ago ] yo ' 
had a b ig meeting , an' yo ' had thuh desiah tuh get up an ' make a speech [ I  never 

had that desire in my life ! ] .  But yo ' j is '  didn ' t get thuh courage tuh get up 
an ' make tha ' speech . Doctah Hyatt ,  think about it . 

(Yes , uhm hum . ) 
Jis ' think about it . Go ovah yuh min ' [mind ] . Count thuh yeahs , ah wanna 

know . Ah wusn ' t  theah . Yo ' was at a meet in ' an ' yo ' wanted tuh make a c ert ' in 
type o f  speech . Yo ' wanted tuh say somepin but yo ' d idn ' t get up an ' say it . 
Fo ' some reason yo ' j is '  held back . Think about it , ' 3 7 ,  1937 . Tha ' s  whut ah 
heah r ight now. 

[ Then I had a surpris e ,  reading my words 7 years later . ] Something ' s  int er
f er ing with my thoughts !  Now , what could that be?  Whe ' re my vib rat ions ? Well ,  
uh • • •  ' 37 ? "  [ The great showman came back brilliantly ! For the f irst t ime I learn 
he d id not like our changing interview places . ]  

PROPHET Yes , here ' s  what happen . 
HYATT Yes . [ Did I get a surpris e !  His own vibrat ions ! ]  
PROPHET Af tah yo '  were dis turb ed when yo ' came ovah on 18th Avenue [ this 

morning ] ,  an ' yo ' had mad e  [ up ]  yore min ' [mind ] an ' yo ' j is '  was not suah [ sure ]  
whethah or  not we ' d  [ he would ] be agree ' ble [ to transf erring the interview to Mr . 
Cubby ' s  home ] . But we try tuh make it now . I t ' s  much bettah . It ' s  much mo ' 
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comfor ' b le [ here at the Cubby home ] . An' uh , we don ' t have thuh same type of  
nois e .  [ This man i s  a clever showman . ]  W e  s t i l l  have noise but o f  a d ifferent 
kind . [ He fails to mention the 3 intrud ers and the flies . ] Even so , ah d id not 
think of this [ affront ] but whut is happenin ' now . Yo ' will begin in a few min
utes tub relax ! [You would think I had been in a trance ! ]  

PROPHET Yo ' keep expec tin ' someone tub come . No one is comin ' . Tha ' yo ' in
vited them . [ I  or Mr . Cubby or both invit ed whom to the Cubby home? ] Ah have 
no t [ invited them] because ah wasn ' t heah befo ' . 

HYATT No , no , no , we haven ' t .  [ Actually I did not know what he was talking 
about . ]  

PROPHET Ah s t ill am intahr es ted tub f in '  out an ' wheah , whut this meet in ' 
[ in 19 37 ] yo ' was at . I t  could ' ve been a church bo ' d  meetin ' . But it was 
somep in yo ' had in min ' tub say but yo ' didn ' t . Yo ' wouldn ' t get up an ' speak 
out . In latah yeahs this kin ' of work, yo ' ? yo ' s elf yo ' coulda he ' p  [ helped ] 
some p eople if yo ' had spoke out at tha ' t im� [ Another little veiled criticism 
of me . He actually believes what the vibrat ions said about 1937 ! ] Think about 
it , yo ' may tell me latah on down thuh line.  It  may come tuh yuh . 

HYATT Before I forget it I wanted to ask you about students , that  you some
times took a s tudent . 

PROPHET Ah t each them [ to ]  interpretat e vibrations . An ' ah will t ell yo ' 
then . All r ight , yo ' have touch of  mah han ' . Right ? [ He touches my hand . ] 
Now, yo '  don ' havetah [ have to ] ask me about tha ' . When yo ' have a unusual feel
in ' . Yo ' said [ say ] it tuh thuh person tha ' yo ' are teachin ' , "Whut do yuh rel
lah [ r eally ] feel ? "  Do yo ' feel thuh phys ' cal f eelin ' or is it  a spir ' tual thin ' 
tha ' yo ' feel wit ' in? Tha ' yo ' cannot exp lain . Then ah know this person is a 
bo ' n  [ born ] readah . [ Student is g iven letters and numbers . ]  So A is one , fo ' 
mah� B is two fo ' womahn an ' mahn. Yo ' s ee it ? An ' C is  intahpatat ion [ inter
pertat ion ] of thuh feelin ' tha ' yo ' have . An ' this mean tha ' yo ' feel tha ' this 
mahn when he f in '  [ f inds ] 3 li ' le pricks comin ' tub thuh min '  [mind ] , this mahn 
is havin ' domestic  probl em .  Yo ' haf tah [ have to ]  put thuh comb ' nation tub thah 
math ' mat ic ' ly an ' a ' ph ' betic ' ly in ordah tuh get a undahstandin '  of  whut ' s  goin ' 
on . This is not ezakly [ easy? ] because we take uh loose p ins , we take needl es , 
we take othah li ' le  thin ' s ,  a f ile . An '  we make this feelin ' come • • • an ' then 
yo ' answer • • •  thuh A-B-C of yore life . Yo ' s ee uh, this is thuh third t ime yo ' 
seen thuh same thin ' . [He shows me something and I say ,  "That ' s  right . " What 
had I seen 3 t imes ? The black cloth? ] Yo ' have domes tic problem yuhs elf , long 
time ago . [His guess would have been r ight 99 t imes out of 100 , but I nevah had 
a domestic problem in my life ! This t ime I do not answer "No , "  I merely say , 
"Unman . " ]  Not very long , but it ' s  longah d en yo ' know. It ' s  not yestahday but 
it ' s  few y eahs back, yo ' have domest ic problem.  [Again I answer "Uhmmm. "  Watch 
him carefully . ] Yo ' was cons idahin ' somep in, gettin ' in wit some group of people , 
like a su ' roundin '  of sadness - no t ezakly sadness . If  ah may explain it in bet
tab words . Let me look heah an ' s ee .  [ Long paus e . ] Oh yeah . Who was this ? 
Res ' home . Whut about res ' home? 

(Res t home? ) 
Res ' home . Yo ' have A-B-C . [ He ' s  reading my vibrations ! ]  
(Yes . ) 
Now it A,  it ' s B .  
(Um hum . )  
Now it ' s  C ,  it ' s domest ic .  
(Um hum . )  
An ' condition . An ' it seem tha ' yo ' decide , say , "Well ,  let ' s  go heah an ' res ' 

awhile • • • Ah j is ' t ouch yuh han ' . ' ' [He touches my hand for more information . ] 
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PROPHET Do ctah Hyat t ,  will yo ' please tell me somep in about this?  Did yuh 
have plans in min ' ? Is it someone in a res ' home? Friend? S is t er? Wife? 
Close  relative? 

HYATT Myself . 
PROPHET Re ' lly? Ah mean Doctah, yo ' know yo ' ,  uh , ah ' m  not uh , Gawd ! 
HYATT No . 
PROPHET Ah am j is '  p lain Sarheed . 
[ He want s and needs an out. I now give it to him . ] (Well , I t ell you before 

my wife d ied , we were trying to f ind a nursing home . )  
PROPHET This is uh somep in like a res ' home , is it [ not ] Mr . Cubby? [Mr . 

Cubby does no t answer but I do . ]  
Yes , Yes .  
PROPHET Ooooh ! [ Sarheed laughs , is pleased , has an out ! ] Doctah Hyatt , will 

yo ' [ now] bel ieve tha ' Sarheed can undahs tan '  an ' heah thuh feel in ' when ah touch 
yuh han ' ? [ He touches my hand again, perhaps to s top the vibrat ions ! To add to 
his triumph I add (That ' s  right . )  A f inal word about vibrations : ]  An ' in mah 
min ' ah s eek thuh paht o f  thuh body tha ' is g ivin ' thuh troub le . An ' as soon as 
thuh vibrat ion tel ls me , say it ' s  in his uppah ches ' , then ah put mah han ' theah . 
Ah don ' t f eel all ovah thuh body .  

HYATT What part o f  the body is the vibration coming from? 
PROPHET From thuh min ' . It ' s  mo s '  of thuh time , thuh mos ' people who give 

vibrat ion becuz we dwell so much on thuh hahrt [ heart ] .  Yo ' know thuh hahrt is 
paht of thuh lef ' s ide . [You may recall in the Teacher ' s  interview , all psychic 
sensations or appearances came from her r ight side , v . S ,  p . 4594 , line 3 7 . ] An ' 
thuh mos ' strong vibration came from up heah in this paht of thuh haid . [ I  say , 
"On the lef t-hand s ide . " ]  Right ovah heah - see heah , neah thuh t emple? 

HYATT Please not e ,  Mr . Cubby , that the Sarheed is wearing his orange - what 
do you call it , turban? You d id call it a "s eeing hat" onc e ,  didn ' t you? 

PROPHET Ah s ee wit this hat on,  ah see an ' heah • • •  t ell me tha ' when ah have 
thuh hat on , he [ Abadoola ] will block out all othah thin ' from mah min ' ' cept 
bus ' ness • • •  will be  successful fo ' who evah ah do it fo ' .  He said it would b e  no 
hol es in mah life though they [ ho les ] be in gahments an ' in cloth .  Yah see,  tha ' s  
thuh way my lif e ,  yo ' know, Doctah? [ Sarheed laughs . ]  Some s ecret areas . [ He 
shows us a c lo th with holes in it . We now describe the Prophet ' s  sacred scarf . 
Lat er Mr . Cubby and I when alone wil l talk about it . ]  

HYATT Mr . Cubby , here you hold that cloth.  Can you straighten it out? [ It 
is s traightened out . ] It ' s  a square p iece of [ Sarheed says , " Black s ilk . Yo ' ll 
fin '  tha ' it  got 3 holes . Can only see one at a time . " ]  Very small mesh . It ' s  
about 2 feet and 3 feet , two by three . It  has 3 ho les in it . The Prophet has 
showed you two . Different size holes . And al l the t ime that you [Prophet ] are 
working , you are f olding this over , in and out among your f ingers of both hands . 
And occasionally you t ie knots . You don ' t  actually tie them, you more or l ess 
half-tie it and then you untie it . And do you manipulate this all the t ime you 
are reading vibrations ? 

PROPHET AH AM JXJIN ' THUH SAME THIN ' YO ' ARE DOIN '� MAH DOCTAH. 
HYATT WHAT 'S THIS? 
PROPHET AH AM RECORDIN ' OUR CONVERSATION! AN '  AH RUN IT BACK TUH YUH JIS ' 

AS YO ' RUN ON YO ' TAPE. 
HYATT GOOD! GOOD! 
PROPHET [ Laughs . ]  Tha ' s whut ah ' m  doin ' , ah ' m  recordin ' . 
HYATT That ' s  wonderful ! [Prophet laughs again . ] 
PROPHET Yo ' didn ' know this , did j ah? [He is delighted . ]  Yo ' see ,  a min ' 

[mind ] have tuh know how it  work . 
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HYATT Look at the modern comput er . They say ,  wel l ,  how can God remember all 
thes e p eople . [ Hyatt laughs . ]  Look at what this [ the Prophet ' s ]  comput er remem
bers . This computer remembers everything you put in there . It will remember for 
a thousand years . The mind ' s  a comput er . Jus t think what the mind of God is ? 
So we are j ust beginning to understand what ' s  going on . [ The Prophet , being a 
pract ical man ,  is not impr essed by my vision of  cont inuing d iscovery and history ! ] 

PROPHET Um hum. Yo ' see ah have tub put it down , because as soon as ah go 
an ' make mah repo ' t - lis ten whut ah say cahfah ' ly [ carefully ] . Thuh report will 
b e  made tub an ' organahzation. We wil l  abdo ? [Abdoola? ] meet in the month of Ram
adam • • •  thuh people s taht pilgriges [ pilgrimages ]  tuhward thuh holy city of Mecca . 
Ah will not go . But b efo ' this time ah will meet wit some of mah people an ' they 
will wanna know whut ah did ovah heah . An ' they will an ' lyz e  [ our ]  convahsation 
[ on the sacred cloth ! ] whethah it was good or bad . [ Hya t t  says , "Good . " ]  Or 
whethah ah was s e ' f ish [ s elfish ] or tryin ' tub get some out of gain or pers ' nal 
[ aggrandizement ] yo ' know. Ah want yuh tub say , if yo ' should evah read or heah 
me speak on thuh aiah [ air ] . AN ' AH SAY THA ' AH AM WARKIEE SARHEED# THUH VOICE 
OF TRUTH# HEALAH AN ' MIR ' CAL WORKAH# FROM AKIRA# AFRICA . AH WANT ALL OF THOSE 
FROM MAH COUNTRY UNDAH THUH SOUND OF MAH VOICE. 

PROPHET Th i s  will cause me tub be happy becuz they wil l  know tha ' ah have 
not done anahthin ' but good fo ' us , fo ' them , an ' fo ' all mahnkin ' wheahevah we 
met them. An ' we are so glad tha '  yo ' have thuh spir ' t  tha ' yo ' have . Vibration, 
yuh pers ' nal  vibration , Mis tah Doctah Mid ' ton Hyatt ,  if ah may use yuh propah 
name . Yuh vibrat ion is vehy good.  Yo ' ve a deep [ long drawn out d-e-e-e-p ] feel
in ' fo ' ' umanity . Period ! Yo ' wan ' othah people tub prospah by thuh mis takes 
tha ' some o ' those othah peop Ze made in yeahs past . 

HYATT [ Interrupts  for annotation. ]  Before I forget , no t i c e  again , Mr . Cubby , 
that this s ilk cloth he has , he weaves i t  in and out around his f ingers . Look , 
it goes one finger , then it goes every other f inger , then he goes back and weaves 
it the other way . CUBBY Um hum . HYATT In other words it ' s  like weaving c loth,  
a loom . I t ' s  weaving isn ' t it?  

PROPHET Tha ' s true . HYATT Are you weaving , are you weaving a person ' s for
tune? PROPHET No , i t ' s  not exactly a fo ' tune . It is a reco ' din ' of ouh convah
sation . [ Prophet laughs . He had told me this b efore . I was no t trying to trap 
him into another answer , b ecause he could probably be do ing several things with 
the same obj ect or c eremony . ] 

HYATT In your younger l if e ,  at the b eginning of your work, did you have other 
methods of telling a fortune? [Yes he had , but cards almost made him a gambler 
and the crys tal bal l did not interest him . H e  took up vibrations . He speaks 
about the " this great ALL MIN ' IN ALMIGHTY GAWD and THUH UNIVAHSAL MIN ' O '  AL
MIGHTY GAWD . Then, "When yo ' feel tha ' yuh han ' has been blessed , then yo ' can 
go an' do whut yo ' wanna do . " ]  

HYATT Well now , what about thes e b ooks that they s ell , these  witchcraft books ? 
Are they any good for learning? 

PROPHET They don ' g ive any fo ' mulah , Doctah . They give yo ' good readin ' . 
They always refah back tub thuh Bib le ,  even tub thuh Koran . An '  they ' ave thuh 
Tab l ets which is thuh Jewish Bib le . An ' uh , they all refah yo ' back tub diffrun ' 
books . An ' thuh ma in thin ' about it , ah cannot say it would he ' p  [ help ] some 
people . But yo ' don ' learn any s ecrets , becuz they don ' put ' em  in thuh book. 

HYATT Just a moment . What do you call that in your hand ?  
PROPHET This they call thuh mystic pindU Zem [ p endulum ] . W e  a s k  ques t ions . 
HYATT Hold that over so  I can d escrib e  it before you t ell me about it . This 

is very interest ing , it looks like a plumb l ine . It ' s  a chain about a foot long , 
small mesh chain . The plumb is white,  and it looks plas t ic . Now you read my 
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mind or I read your mind ! You ' r e coming back to something I was going to ask you . 
Have you ever heard of a Jack? 

PROPHET Not exakly . Yo ' explain tub me , please . 
HYATT A Jack is , they ' re various var ieties , but it ' s  usually s omething that 

swings back and forth . It t el ls you yes or no . I t  swings away from you and back 
to you, or it swings across in front of you . When it swings around in a circle 
it  is cal led to channe l or channe lling the �Pld. 

PROPHET Now lemme explain how this works . [Demonstrates . ]  
HYATT Let me get this . I f  it  means yes , it will go out from you and back to 

you ; if it means no ,  it wil l go back and forth across  your front . Out and back 
to you is called "north and south ; back and forth across your body is called 
" east and wes t . "  [ As the reader can s e e ,  these two movements o f  the pendulum 
or Jack , make the s ign of the cross . For the Jack , see THE ''JACK-BALL " MAN , 
pp . l59 3- 15 9 9 , and MOJOH EXPERT , pp . l24 7-1268 , both in vo lume 2 . ] 

. 

[ A  final word about Jack , who happens to  b e  your alter ego , a s el f  that usual ly 
does what you want or command . When Jack swings in a circle , this is called 
" Channel de World , "  it being of course the modern round world . But Jack , by 
whatever name or d esign , also channels the ancient world when he swings eas t and 
wes t or north and s outh, or away from and back to you , or across you parall el 
to your front . In this lat t er case ,  Jack is swinging to the 4 s ides of the an
cient world , usually in HOODOO called t he 4 corners of the earth (Reve lation of 
St. John the Divine 7 : 1) .  How o ld is this swinging devise anyhow? ] 

[ Suddenly we are surprised by a strange sound ! ] 
CUBBY The man decided to  cut the lawn . [ Thos e  pictures at end o f  volume 3 

show you the " lawn . " ]  
HYATT Hoodooed again ! How long is he going to be out there? 
CUBBY About f ive minutes . 
HYATT Let us j ust cut it [ record er ] off  for about 5 minutes • • •  You b ecame 

acquainted with some of these superstit ions ? )  
PROPHET Ah saw ' em  in what they cal l ,  a li ' le place t hey call Baton Rouge 

[ capital of the S tat e of Louis iana and seat  of  Louis iana State University , on 
the east  s id e  b luf f s  of  the Miss iss ippi R iver , 7 8  miles up-river from New Orleans . 
The plac e is scarcely little today , 1 9 7 7 ) . 

HYATT Tell me about the ceremony you saw ther e .  
PROPHET W e  saw the one o f  The Los ' [Lost ]  Ange l .  This was a cer ' mony by 

people who deal in witchcraf t an ' voodoo work . These thin ' s are always held in , 
neah a cem ' tery . They do not ho l '  ' em in thuh home . They have one where • • .  
[Ho odooed again ! Low talking on tape ! Can hear something about numbers coming 
up : "You ' s  Sa ' heed" (was this group in or near a cemetery asking for his help ? 
He rep lies ) "Ah ' m  no Gawd .  Ah don ' know whut thuh dogs gonna do ' cuz dog is 
liable to  fal l  in h is track an ' die • • •  Ah don '  know whut he ' s  gonna do . " ] [We 
do know the Prophet gave numbers ,  see let t er at end of volume 3 ,  but they may 
have b een for something els e .  For a graveyard rite with a group of  p ersons in
volved , see ZateP int erview by Miss Jones regarding Prof essor P ickens . ]  

HYATT Have you ever had anyone come to you with a problem l ike someone was 
killed and want you to find the killer? 

PROPHET We say take a bundle of foddah. Yo ' undahs tan ' whut foddah is , is 
thuh leaf from thuh corn [maize ] .  They put [ it )  in a li ' le small packet [ or bun
dle ] an ' throw it in thuh watah . An '  they say thuh direction this go would indi
cate thuh direct ion tha ' this person has gone , that has commit t ed this crime . 
Thuh direction thuh foddah floats is thuh direction thuh killah took . [ This 
water rite sounds more l ike one to recover a drown body . ] Write  his name on 3 
things ; a spoon , a knife ,  an ' ah axe hammah thuh bes ' yuh can - thuh name need 
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not show cleahly . Take these 3 art icles tub a g um  tree . Put these 3 things high 
on th�h sout ' s ide o '  thuh tree , if he ' s  travelin ' nawth [north ] . Thuh foddah 
tol ' yuh thuh direction . [ Complete details as usual are no t g iven . ] 

So  now yo ' go t tub make a terrible decis ion heah . Yo ' say [ to yourself ] ah 
canno t bring back thuh daid , why should ah hahm thuh livin ' • • •  An ' if ah see this 
person gonna hurt someone else , then ah quickly will bring him back , if they can 
pay fo ' it . Ah don ' bring him back fo ' fun Doctah . [Laughs ] • • •  Ah say , "If  yo ' 
got tub ' ave , yo ' think yo ' get revenge this way , whut is it wo ' th tuh yuh? " Ah 
say , "Well ,  this will cos t  yo ' maybe $ 71 3 . 13 , "  an ah staht off  wit $ 313 . 1 3 .  When 
thuh person had been returned , then ah will welcome thuh res ' , thuh bes ' yuh kin 
pay .  Tha ' is nuthin , tha ' is no t happun tub thuh decease ' .  It ' s  only his rela
tives . They want revenge .  But thuh only reason , thuh only free case ah evah 
did  this wus becuz we see tha ' this person had attitude in min ' , if he cont inue 
tub run on he would hurt o thah people . So he put yuh in a protective place [ you 
had to pro tect other people ] .  Some people need medical car e ,  they don ' need be 
in a pen ' ten ' ry [ penitent iary ] . But if thuh police [ don ' t ]  capture ' em,  they 
l i ' ble tuh go out an ' kill two or three o thah people , innocent p eople . 

HYATT Did you ever hear that somet imes they do something to the murdered 
body to bring back the killer? 

PROPHET Yes , mahn tole me ' bout they bur ' thuh body face down wit thuh per
son [ killer ' s ]  name on some s ilk hanky at his mouth . Ah nevah tr ied it . 

[ The Prophet now describes the "mad-dog spell , "  something I had never heard 
before . ]  

PROPHET This boy ' s  [man ' s ]  cousin ast  me if ah could do somepin ' bout it . 
He [ her cous in ] was gonna kill his wif e  an ' he was runnin ' lookin ' fo ' Hat t ie 
[ his wife ' s ]  sistah . Ah could please get him so thuh police could catch him. 
She ' d  [man ' s ]  cousin give anythin ' .  So ah didn ' t charge her much , Doctah , ah 
was too upset . Ah heard thuh [wife ' s ]  s tory . It was so sad . She said , "All 
ah merely wanted tuh do was j is '  go tub thuh church an ' heah thuh preachah 
preach . She ' d [ she had ] come back an ' cook an ' feed thuh two children an ' her 
husban ' . An '  this mawnin ' he get up an ' kill ' er becuz she say she wus gain ' 
tuh church bah (by ]  all means . Then he say he gonna kill huh sis tah . Now ah 
said , "This mahn is somep in wrong wit him . "  So shore ' nuff he d id ' ave this 
spe ZZ. of thuh mad daJJg. 

PROPHET See , h e  had thuh spe L L  o f  a mad dawg on him ,  j is '  becuz he had mis
used anothah man in thuh Logwood. Yo ' know Logwood where they cut logs . They 
cut logs tuh haul ' em  out an ' make lumbah . He bad hahmed thuh othah mahn , tha ' 
man ' feelin ' in thuh woods . An ' thuh mahn wus not brave enough or didn ' t have 
thuh courage enough tuh kill ' im . So he [ the harmed man] get thuh spe L L  o '  
thuh mad dawg put on ' im. Make somebody else kill ' im .  [ The victim went to a 
root doctor or hoodoo to have the mad-dog spe L L cas t . ]  Yo ' see , when mad dog 
went bah [ by ]  yuh house , yuh don ' t have tub shoot him .  Yo '  hol lah out thuh do , 
say ( yell ] ,  " Tha ' s a mad dawg . "  

CUBBY Suddenly speaks and agrees , "RIGHT ! "  
PROPHET Some�ody else go out , hallah , say , "Tha ' s  a mad dawg ! "  He don ' go 

two block or three block [ squares ] til ' somebody shoot him down . So thuh mahn 
[ killer ] had thuh mad dog spell on him .  So aftah ah seen this ah said , "Ah 
ain ' t gonna do nothin ' ' til  ah ket ch ' im firs ' . "  Then ah catch ' im through 
this ah tell yuh, wit this axe hammah ,  thuh knife an ' gum tree an ' othah thin ' s  
tha ' ah mentioned . 

PROPHET B ennet sville , Sut Ca ' ina , ' bout 40  miles from Dillon . Then it ' s  
not far from Florence . This is thuh home of  thuh man they call the Great Gamb
Lah. Charlie S lo thahs { Smo thers ? ]  thuh great roo t doctah [ near Dillon ] made 
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thuh richest man in Florenc e ,  Sut Ci ' lina , Goat Brown . Yuh nevah heard of  Char
lie S . , did yuh? [No , I never did . ] Charlie not so wel l .  He ' s  an ole mahn . 

HYATT YOU WERE DESIGNING THAT WITH YOUR CLOTH AROUND YOUR FINGERS! 
PROPHET YES, YES . WHAT AH CALL 'IS NAME. AH WANNA SEE IF AH CAN TRY AN ' 

BRING 'EM UP !  Yo ' see? [Thank Heavens ! At this po int neither elderly man 
knocked on the door nor squeeky voice was heard .  That traff ic outside , only 15  
feet away would have frightened any spirit . But the P rophet did g ive me elabor
ate directions for f inding Charlie S ' s  home out in the country . ] 

PROPHET Charlie S .  wus thuh mahn tha ' showed me about this devil shoestring . 
Yo ' see thuh devil shoestring , a snake won ' t bite yo ' in thuh fores ' . It  keeps 
' em  away . Ah didn ' b ' lieve it at f irs t . Now, ah t ell yuh whut ah didn ' t do , 
Doc tah .  Ah didn ' t g o  out theah an ' investigat e tub exten ' tha ' ah done got me 
a lotta snakes an ' s t ep on a rattlin '  snake bed . This is down ' round Green Co ' t  
Springs , what they call Sand?  Ridge . This is in Florida . Ah know theah was 
snakes theah in 1934 . So tha ' ah know anothah thin ' , ah tried on dawgs .  Yo ' 
have this devil shoestring , yo ' take a small p iece an ' yo ' chew it , spit a l i ' le 
j uice in yuh han '  [he spits ] , wipe it on yuh face , on yuh hair an ' on yuh clo ' s  
[ clothes ] an ' go bah [ by )  thuh bahdest dog . He ' ll bahk but he is  not gonna bit e 
yuh . 

HYATT Was Brown in South Carolina some place? 
CUBBY Tampa [ Florida ] . Yes , that ' s  • • • 
PROPHET Ah said Goat Brown . 
CUBBY Right . 
[ Did Goat Brown b ecome such a well-known successful gambler that o ther gamblers 

were us ing his name? )  
HYATT How long ago has this been that he made all this money? 
PROPHET Through thuh yeahs in thuh early ' 30 ' s ,  when theah wasn' t  much money 

tub spend . When they paid o f f  thuh bonus in 1937 . An ' las ' t ime ah saw him • • •  

in Sut Ca ' lina in tobacco s eason an ' they was havin '  wha ' they call skin game • . .  

he was a s teady winnah . P eople would come from miles aroun ' • • •  othah gamblahs 
woul ' come tuh test ' im .  [ P rophet laughs ] "Aren ' t people s illy sometime? " 

HYATT I t ' s  certainly very foolish , at least . 
PROPHET [ Laughs . ] Charl ie Smo thahs was thuh Doctah tha ' suppose tub giv ' n  

Goat thuh han ' [ for gambling ] .  Through this han ' ,  Goat Brown, thuh gamblah , made 
he [ himself ] an ' Charlie both famous-like . [ Charlie so ld more handS at greater 
prices ! We return to Roots . ] An '  thuh s ecret of it is how yo ' dig it . This is 
whut Charlie Smothahs taught me , how to dig it . Yo ' s tart tuh d iggin ' in S ept
embah . Yo ' kin also weigh these thin ' s ,  if yo ' don ' undahstan ' ' erbs . Yo ' have 
tub weight them becuz if yuh don ' , yo ' may no t get some tha ' has any powah tub 
it . Yo ' have tuh learn bah handlin ' diffrunt ' erbs tuh fin '  thuh weight . This 
pahticulah thin ' tha ' yo ' can not always explain b ecuz it come from yuh pers ' nal 
f eelin '  o '  thuh thing . Ah may put it heah an ' feel one thin ' - see how ah go t 
thuh fingahs there? 

HYATT Yes . 
PROPHET Then ah may put them heah an ' ah feel ano thah thin ' . 
HYATT Different , different , on a different • • •  
PROPHET Vibrat ion . 
HYATT On the different parts o f  the root?  
PROPHET Right . Right . Right . 
HYATT All roo ts ,  every root , do you have to dig it at the certain time , spec

ial time , or j us t  certain root s ?  [There is a cons iderable amount o f  palaver 
about roo t s , but the Prophet is not exactly a roo t  man . ] Any particular t ime 
of the day [ for digging ] .  
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PROPHET No , anythin ' tha ' yo ' are doin ' fo ' good or ben ' f ic ' al tub thuh 
human race should be staht befo ' 12 o ' clock [ noon . This time and purpose to 
rise with the sun is well-known in general folklore ] .  

[ We reach Adam-and-Eve ,  one o f  the bes t-known roo t s , somet imes mistakenly 
called Eve-and-Adam - see Nos . l0609-106 30 in this volume 5 and els ewher e . ] 
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PROPHET This is thuh thin ' a h  d o  not undahstan ' ,  tha ' there ' s  a Adam o n  i t  
an ' there ' s  a Eve o n  it , but Eve i s  always largah than Adam . [ Surely the Prop
het could have thought of  pregnancy or Eve may have been a b ig eater . ] S ome 
give diffrunt reason . Some say becuz Gawd gave Adam thuh men o '  thuh earth an ' 
Eve came by an ' tole ' bout this apple . Tha ' s  buZ Z ! Yo ' know whut ah mean . So  
it mebbe [may be ] has a barin ' [ bearing ] on  mahn ' s min ' [mind ] , of  alumnus [ ac
cumulation ] o '  his thinkin ' [ through the years ] when it come tub womahn . 

HYATT What do they look like? 
PROPHET Wel l ,  this one look like , yo ' seen thuh small green p eanut • • •  (Yes . )  

• • •  when it ' s  real small on the vine • • •  (Yes . )  • • •  it looks somepin l ike tha ' , excep ' 
it has this li ' le ben ' [bend ] , a li ' le wrinkle thin ' . Yo ' use this [Adam-and
Eve ] in makin ' a han ' fo ' success . [ For Adam-and-Eve see No . l092 , p . 410 ; 1 708 , 
p . 5 2 0 ; 10609-10 6 3 0 ,  these latter in vol . S ,  and many places in HOODOO. ] 

PROPHET We only mentioned three group s  of  [ roots ] Doctah . We mentioned thuh 
Devil Shoes tring , Adam-and-Eve , an ' High John and John thuh Conkah. 

HYATT What ' s  the difference between John the ConqueP and High John? 
PROPHET High John some people call ' im Chewin ' John. Tha ' s  wha ' a lotta gam

blahs us e ,  cuz [ caus e ]  tub bring back good luck . John thuh Conkah suppo s e  tub 
be thuh boss [ root ] . This is whut we t ell yo '  tha ' go es wit thuh Irish potato . 
Ah have seen thuh ' erb itself [John the ConkeP ] .  In fact ah kept one fo ' about 
13 or 14 yeah , an ' when ah lost it , thin ' s  began tuh fall down fo ' me . But ah 
fix this o thah han ' ,  like ah tole yo ' ah have han ' ,  yo ' know . Yo ' seen it haven ' t  
yuh? 

HYATT Yes . [Does he mean the MASTER SEAL he wears about his neck , p . 4653 , 
line 4 £ . ? ]  

PROPHET Ah s een it [ the secret ingredient , roo t , in the Master S eal ] an ' ah 
wrap it up , yo ' s ee ,  becuz ah think next 2 4 th [ of July , 19 70 ] , ah ' m  not sure 
whethah 24th or 25th , ah plan tuh go to King ston , Jamaica . [ Laughs . ]  This is 
peculiah thin ' . But yo ' have tuh keep yuh word . Ah am gonna pres ide ovah thuh 
meet in ' o '  thuh las ' inaukarated [ inauguration ] ,  whut yo ' call initiated witch
era£ ' workah . 

HYATT Um hum. [This could mean anything , surely doubt  here . ] 
PROPHET Ah would preside ovah thuh meetin ' . 
HYATT Um hum . 
PROPHET This will be a s trange experience fo '  me , but they have ask me tuh 

come , an ' always we try tuh promote good relation between thuh two or three 
country tha ' we are always in : Jamaica , Unnided S tates an ' Ghana . Yo ' s ee? So 
ah go ovah theah . [He has two paper bags . ]  Ah show yo ' somepin . We always have 
thuh same thin ' . We don ' have tuh change evahthin ' .  Keep all thin ' s tuhgethah 
fo ' this reason . [ He shows me something . ]  

HYATT This is  a hand. 
PROPHET This is hand ah had befo ' . But [ the reason ] ah put ' im in this thin ' 

is becuz - looky heah, yo ' have a unahfo ' m .  S ee ,  i f  a h  g o  ovah theah [ to Jama
ica ] wit too diffrunt thin ' , an ' thuh people s ee me in costume [ or custom? ] they 
may not let me through . If ah show ah ' m  equally balance ah can explain . 

HYATT I see . 
PROPHET Do yah see it?  
HYATT Yes , you have two handS there . 
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PROPHET No , it ' s  - yeah , two han 's .  This is wha ' we call mah radar , mah 
radar fo ' pro tec t ion . If ah come tub this mahn ' s  doah an ' somep in ' s no t right 
theah , l ike ah tell yo ' ' bout thuh [ something ] .  Yuh remembah? [ I  answer "No . " ]  
Yes , ah did Doc tah . Yo ' have tuh l Thuh mahn buried a bone [ from the graveyard , 
buried it under his s teps ] .  

HYATT Oh yes , that ' s  right . 
PROPHET Remember? Ah showed yuh thuh bone . 
HYATT Now, what else have you in those bags there? 
PROPHET Oh [ laughs ] ah don ' ' ave anythin ' but a l i ' le  wr it in ' papah , li ' le 

incent . Ah don ' t  have much o '  enythin ' ah don ' have tub bring • • •  [ !  now say some
thing he did not expect , despite his mag ic equipment . ]  

HYATT I think we have [ about f inished the interview] . How about [ addressed 
to Mr . Cubby ] taking our photograph b efore the Prophet leaves?  How about it?  
[Mr . Cubby does not  answer . ]  

HYATT [Answers for Mr . Cubby . ]  You [ to P rophet ] want our photographs toget
her? 

PROPHET Doctah Hyat t ,  it ' d  be a pleasuah tuh see mahself someday standin ' 
b es ide yo ' • • •  

HYATT That ' d  be f ine . 
PROPHET • • •  an ' we are workin ' in diffrunt ways , but bo th fo ' humahnity . 
HYATT That ' s  right • • •  if Mr . Cubby takes our picture together then I want you 

to take Mr . Cubby and me together . 
PROPHET Oh, that ' s  wonderful ! 
HYATT That ' s  why you get interlocking - that ' s  gonna be a tr iumverate here ! 
PROPHET Wonderful ! Wonderful ! 
[And so the three o f  us walk out in front of  Mr . Cubby ' s  home and have our 

p ictures taken ! For these , as I have said elsewhere , see Illus trat ions in vol ume 
3 .  ] 

[ Here we s tart the f ifth cassette  s ide of  interview 3 .  The fourth cassette 
s ign is mis s ing or it may be  the later mat erial titled INTERVIEW 4 . ]  

PROPHET Wheah we j is '  lef ' a f ew minutes ago [much longer than that , the 
place of no ise , f l ies and the 3 young men ] , ah have 3 new pennies , yo ' know in 
a j ah [ j ar ] . An ' ah wish yo ' d , Mr . Cubby , if yo ' have a minut e ,  yo ' have a cahr , 
[would be  so  kind to g i t  it ] .  Ask ' er would she please s end me this li ' le con
tainah wit three new pennies in it ? Ah would l ike to see them mahs elf . Ah have 
not looked at ' em this mawnin ' . Ah would like f o ' Doc tah Hyat t tub s ee this . 
Then when ah see this ah ' ll explain tub yuh . [ He laughs . ]  It  wil l  only take a 
minute or two , wouldn ' t  it?  It it ' s  not too much askin ' o '  yuh . 

HYATT Go r ight ahead and g et i t . 
CUBBY All r ight , I ' ll j is '  leave this [ recorder? ] here . [Mr . Cubby soon re

turned the woman was not home . ] 
[ The f if th s id e  of the cass ettes had little material . One of the cures was 

new . ] 
PROPHET If ah am goin '  tub s ee a s ick person an ' if ah am wa lkin ' an ' stamp 

mah lef ' toe , ah don ' go  ahmed iately tub this house .  Ah ' l l go somewheah else an ' 
wash mah han ' s ,  an ' read a Psa ' m  out o '  thuh Bible ,  befo ' ah entah thuh home of  
thuh person t ha ' s  vehy ill . If ah s tamp thuh r ight ah know tha ' whutevah ah do 
in thi s  home will be  good . [This is an o ld belief in a new dres s . ] 

I use it [woo d  from a lightning-struck tree] one t ime fo ' a lady tha ' had bad 
so ' [ sore ] on ' er neck. Use a l i ' le hawg lawd an ' some brown sugah , an ' made a 
kin ' a pod of  it an ' put it on thuh s o ' [ sore ] wit p iece o '  bahk from this light
nin ' -struck tree . Kep ' it theah fo ' maybe 21 days . Took it o f f  an ' thuh so ' 
was s t ill there . Ah j is '  fo ' got all about this foo lishness , went back tub mah 
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own rem ' dy [ and here it is : ]  Ah go t some awl [ o il ] , sulphah an ' brown sugah , 
wro te 9lst  Psalm on papah , s ewed this up in a white cloth an '  tied it roun ' thuh 
woman ' s  neck . Nine days aftah then tha ' so ' put on a scab . Aftah 2 1  days theah 
was no real serious hurt in ' . 

HYATT Is  the white clo th necessary? 
PROPHET Yes , this is s ign o '  pureness .  [Mr . Cubby mentioning the doodlebug , 

the Prophet gives me a belief connecting it with witchcraf t . ] People use tuh 
believe a lo t of thin ' s  ' bout them .  If  yuh bury ' em  undah yuh [ another person ' s ]  
do ' s tep , tha ' whutevah yo ' was doin ' goin '  up [ j ail ] , tha ' yo ' was soon l ik ' ly 
tuh go down an ' away . They put ' em theah wit a wish on ' em tha ' he would leave 
yuh house . Yo ' dig ' em  [ doodlebug ] out o '  thuh hole , keep turnin ' until yuh get 
him tub turn toward yuh . Then yuh tell ' im tha ' yo ' wanna move ' em [ someone ] an ' 
put it undah thuh house o '  [ or ]  thuh s teps . Yo ' turn his head thuh way yo ' wan ' 
thuh people tuh go . Always t ell these animals , give them a command . 

Ah use thuh toad frog somet ime . Yo ' know tha ' people don ' know tha ' toad frog 
got a s tone in his head? [As old as Shakespeare at leas t . ]  Well this s tone will 
do many thin ' . But , if ah have neighbah tha ' is runnin ' convahsation tha ' ah 
don ' l ike ,  ah git thuh toad frog . Ah take a sheet o '  this writin ' papah , ah 
write thuh name " Bless b e  thuh Gawd o ' Gawds . "  Ah write thuh name o '  thuh p er
son tha ' yo ' wan ' tuh stop talkin ' ag ' ins ' yuh or slandahin ' yuh on this papah 
9 time . Ah take mah needl e ,  ah sew it up [ in the frogs mouth? ] .  Ah take thuh 
frog in a brown papah bag tuh deep watah an ' ah throw ' im as fah as ah can in 
thuh watah with the command tha ' he take this convahsat ion away from me , or who
evah ah workin ' fo ' .  An ' ah leave the res ' tub Gawd Almighty ! 

Ah wish yo ' could go o '  [ o r ]  see in this l i ' le town o '  [ o f ]  S ebrun? [ or ]  
Seeville , Flordia . Theah was a mahn theah , ah can use his name freely cuz yah 
see when mahn owe me money don ' pay , Doctah , he don ' have no mo ' rights really . 
Ah j is '  let ' im l ive cuz he ' s  a human bein ' . Lissen heah , ah wish tha ' yo '  
could talk tuh thuh peop le tha ' have been befo ' me . Even lady this mawnin ' 
[ the house we lef t because of  conditions and the 3 young men ] , she , one o '  huh 
sons theah was in trouble [ so Mr . Cubby and I were j us t if ied in leaving ! ] .  ,But 
ah ' m  gonna get o f f  thuh subj ec ' . Ah ' m  gonna stick with B . J . O .  [ the preceding 
man who still owed him money ] . 

All right , ah tol ' thuh lady tuh bring me huh husban ' shoes down tub a li ' le 
jip joint. She d id this . Ah wrote a message [ on the leather ] in thuh shoes . 
[P rophet laughs . Here are words written in shoe : ]  Gawd is a good Gawd� an ' he 
stays in thuh b Zessin ' bus 'nes s .  Ah said take thuh shoes back tub thuh house an ' 
set ' em in thuh do ' wit thuh heels turnin ' outwahd [ so that he could soon walk 
in through the door ] . An ' when yo ' walk in tuhnight , yo ' tell yuh husban ' [ in 
j ail ] tub come on home . This was on Thursday . Ah promised he ' d  b e  home Monday 
befo ' thuh sun went down . Sunday night af tah 9 o ' clock thuh j ailah called ' er 
tuh come pick ' im up outa the De Lan ' j ail . 

See wha ' ah said? Brothah , tha ' li ' le town was crazy . Heah wha ' ah say? 
From Jacksonvill e ,  Delao ' , o thah way [ everywhere ] yo ' can think in tha ' vicinity, 
ah s tayed down theah maybe 90 days . An ' thuh people were so crowded tha ' ah 
hadda [ had to ] go out in thuh fores ' , took a b lanket an ' went out in thuh woods . 
An '  lay out undah some t rees an ' get some res t . Lot o ' ' em  be comin ' out theah 
knockin ' on thuh do ' [ where I l ived ] an ' ah couldn ' get any res ' theah [ in the 
hous e ] , cuz they j is '  knowed this mahn was goin ' tuh thuh pen ' tent ' ry .  But he 
didn ' t go . Yo ' know, he s t ill ain ' t paid me all mah money . He had been a sol
dier , he had a good bus ' ness , whiskey an ' beer , wasn ' t l egal , got some money 
from the gove 'ment , an ' built this beautiful home . That crea ted quite a mi te 
o[ jea Zousy ! 
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Doctah , these thin ' s soun ' sissy . But yo ' know, yo ' open up a po ' l i ' le toad 
frog  head an ' take out his big stone , an ' then yo ' go an ' cat ch a chicken an ' put 
it in thuh chicken head . Then yo ' f in '  a small what we call a puppy in this paht 
o '  thuh lan ' , an ' yo ' cut off  thuh chicken head an ' cook it wit thuh frog s tone 
in theah an ' try tuh make a soup fo ' thuh li ' le puppy tuh eat . If thuh puppy 
don ' t eat it , then yo ' shore got tuh f in '  somebody gonna eat it in the animal 
worl ' .  

HYATT What is that supposed to do ? 
PROPHET This will guarantee tha ' yuh home will not b e  destroyed by watah o '  

f iah . 
HYATT [ One thing we do know about the Prophet , he never tried this rite . 

There is  no s tone in the frog ' s  head . ] 

FOURTH INTERVIEW AND MR. CUBBY 'S HOME 

HYATT Friday . July 1 7 , 1970 . 
P rophet and I are here at [ home of  

PROPHET I am Prophet Sarheed . 
At dis time we will have ouh [ our ] 
Isaiah • • •  r eads • • •  

S t . P etersburg , Florida . Mr . Cubby , the 
Mr . Cubby ] • • •  
Warkiee Sarheed . Healah an ' miricle workah • • •  
devot ion reading • • •  from thuh 4 5 th chaptah of  

HYATT You said you always began with a devotional reading out of the Bible • • •  
Does that mean that anyone that comes to you for help , you always begin a devo
tional reading this way? • •  

PROPHET Ah always do • • •  [ S ince ] thuh t ime ah saw yo ' las ' , ah had opportunity 
tuh talk with I saac • • •  He is the man that gave me permiss ion • • •  ! am allowed this 
morning tuh reveal tuh yuh s even s ecret if ah so des iah • • •  Ah ' ve also been advised 
an ' told tuh say • • •  that on this pahticlah work [HOODOO volumes ] will be thuh 
greates ' of  all thuh work tha ' choo have done even though yuh d id many thin ' s  
good in thuh schools an ' fo ' thuh s choo ls an ' fo ' many people .  An ' it has not 
yet b een f eld [ f elt ] duh [ the ] magnatude of  yuh work an ' yuh eff i ' t  [ ef fort ] has 
not yet been ahpreciated . But , ah have been tol '  tha ' this wlll be  • • •  new area 
in undahstan ' in '  thuh folklure • • •  [ I  heard something s imilar to this from a woman 
over in Memphis , 30 years before ! ]  • • •  BUT I HAVE ALSO BEEN ADVISED TO SAY TUH YO ' 
THA ' CHOO TUH TAKE A LI 'LE RES ' • • •  AH PERSON ' LY KNEW THA ' CHOO HAVE NOT BEEN DOIN ' 
SO WELL. YO ' TOLE ME ABOUT CHURE EYES, AN ' YORE HAN 'S. YO ' SAY THA ' THIS CON-
DITION KEEP COMIN ' BACK • • •  AH AM SU 'POSED TUH HAVE SOLUTION THA ' WILL HEAL THU ' 
HAN ' • • •  AH ALSO HAVE A SOLUTION THA ' WILL HE 'P THUH EYES TUH THUH EXTENT IT WILL 
NOT BE NECESSARY TUH HA VE  OP 'RATION • • •  IT HAS WORKED FO ' MANY PEOPLE • • •  SUFFRUN 
WIT CATAHACTS • • •  AH 'M CONFIDEN ' THAT IT WOULD WORK FO ' YUH. WHEN Y0 1 ARE READY 
WE ARE READY. IF YUH WANNA RECORD IT, WE HAVE SOME FOlJM [form ] OF IT WRITTEN 
OUT SO ' LY BECUZ THE ' AH [ thePe a.I'e ] SO MANAH [many ] THIN ' THA ' YAH CANNOT REMEM-
BAH, BECUZ NEITHAH OF THESE HAVE COME UP AT ONE PAHTICLAH CASE. WOULD BE DIF-
FRUN ' TIME FO ' DIFFRUN ' REASON • • •  

(Who is Isaac? )  
Isaac i s  mah absolute superiah in thuh Unnided S tates • • •  Isaac i s  thuh onah 

[ only ] man in thuh Unnided States tha ' ah person ' ly f eel has a superiah knowledge 
of mah own in duh f iel ' of workin ' mir ' cles • • •  

(OOOOH , I see • • •  ) 
He lives in no particular place , he moves around . Yes [ but when he is home ] 

he l ives in Hinton Head Is land , in Sout ' Ca ' lina • • •  o f f  the coast of  Beaufort 
[ County ] • • •  

Yo ' kin have peace or love wit anyone . Yo ' read 44th P salm .  Then ano int 
yuhself wit gZoPy watah . Whut is sold in the Unnided States is an imatat ion . 
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This is made exclusively i n  Afr ica an ' China . This is used with rain water , 
brown sugah , honey an ' what they call balm - yo ' prob ' ly read about it many 
times in thuh B ibl e . Yo ' ano int yo ' self 2 t ime a day wit thuh glory watah . 
Aftah 9 days yuh wish will b e  grant ed . Formula No . 2 , if yo ' desiah tuh move a 
per son outa town . Yah burn Drive Away Evi l  Incense daily . Yo ' wash yo ' flo ' 3 
t imes a week wit this �ive Away Evi l Flo ' Wash.  Yo ' bur ' [ bury ] a containah of 
Spiritua l Powah Oi l in yuh yahrd . Spiri tual Powah Oi l os anothah one of  tho s e  
myster ious thin ' s from thuh Eas ' . This is only us ed in a t ime when yah wan ' tub 
move somebody . This doesn ' t  mean tha ' person becuz they a r e  lahnownah [ land
owner ] or becuz they are po licemahn or sherif or whut evah he may b e ,  if yuh wan ' 
' im tuh move outa thuh c i ty or thuh town wheah y o '  live - yo ' do as ah am f ixed 
tuh say . Yo ' bur ' thuh spec ' al o il in yuh yahd [ yard ] . This is one t ime yo ' 
don ' t us e it on yuh . Yo ' throw , make yuh wish sign in thuh direct ion of yuh en
emy an ' repeat thuh Laud Prayah . They move outa town , they canno t stay . 

An ' thuh thin ' s we have heah , thuh r eason I saac has given me permiss ion tuh 
use ' em ,  b ecuz we have tried ' em. We know tha ' it works . Thah [ ther e ]  is no 
" ah b elieve , "  " ah hope , " or "ah wish . " We know tha ' it wil l work.  

[ All thes e  preceding subs tanc es show the inroads commercial hoodoo suppl iers 
have made into what was once a f a irly s imp l e  pra ct ic e o f  us ing s imple mater ials 
at hand . Everything has b ecome commercialized . ]  

Theah come a time yah wana [ want to ] s top peopl e from talkin ' about us in a 
slandahus way . Yah f in '  yah a lahge [ large ] toad frog . Yo ' wr ite thuh name o f  
thuh slandah [ slanderer ] on papah wit lines o n  it . Put papah in f rog ' s mout ' ,  
sew i t  [ mouth ] up . At sundown , take frog , throw it in deep watah an ' don ' look 
back . Thuh nois e  of  slandah ' us convahsat ion ag ' inst  yuh will s top , will ceas e 
in 7 days . 

Get a new deck o f  playin ' cahds . Yah take out thuh s ix o f  di ' mon ' s an ' thuh 
f ive of di ' mon ' s . Yah write thuh name of thuh person ovah it tha ' can g ive yuh 
a j ob .  Sprinkl e a little b luestone on papah . Put papah between thuh two cahds 
an ' yuh s ew  it up [ sew 2 cards together ] .  Now bluestone is thuh thin ' we s ee 
of t en heah but a lot ta peopl e  don ' know thuh use of  it . This its e ' f  is a small 
containah wit a li ' le b luestone . Ah bought i t  espec i ' ly tuh show tuh yah . 

HYATT Oh yes . This is powdered blues tone . 
PROPHET Yah sprinkle it on thuh table an ' yah take this papah an ' yah put it 

between these two cahds . Yah take needle an ' thread , black or whit e . An ' this , 
when yo ' have sewed i t ,  yah put it in thuh r ight shoe an ' yah weah it . Yah may 
go tub thuh j ob this mawnin ' an ' thuh man said , "No , ah don ' ' ave anythin ' fo ' 
yuh tub do . "  [ Go back each day . ] In f ive days he will hiah [ hire]  yah . P eriod ! 
We ' ve had thuh exper ' ence heah in this city . He to le me he wanted a j ob an ' ah 
said , "Wheah yuh wanna work? " Said he ' d  already been theah an ' thuh mahn tole 
' im  he d idn ' t need enaone [ anyone ] . Ah tole him tub bring me a deck of cahds , 
2 1  dollah thuh next mawnin ' . Ah f ixed it f o ' ' im .  H e  went fo ' thuh j ob an ' 
thuh man of fahed tuh let ' im  go tuh work tha ' day . He said he excit ed . He nev
ah had - yuh s ee thuh people nevah had a mir ' cl e  happun in theah lives . It 
somethin ' t ub make ' em  excited about . This is thuh thin ' , ah say , make some o f  
u s  tha ' work in thuh f ie! ' of mir ' cles - or witchcraf ' a s  they say somet ime rel '
tiv ' ly speakin' diffrun ' - is becuz evrahthin ' tha ' we wan ' can b e  had , if we 
have t huh one thin ' , thuh key tuh open thuh do ' [ door ] wit ouh min ' an ' thuh 
comb ' nation tha ' will make us mo ' magnetic tuh who evah we go tuh . 

[ The Prophet was rather pleas ed with hims elf . That was more than I could say 
about myself . ] 

One have domestic probl em, the othah have cahr [ automob ile ] paymen ' problems , 
othah have home paymen ' problem. Thes e thin ' we [ I ]  don ' have too much tuh worry 
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about . Yuh s ee?  Becuz heah when ah s it in mah chair , wheahevah ah b e , an ' uh 
co ' se this ' bout thuh fo ' th or f i ' th [ chair ] yuh s ee me in . An ' now when yuh see 
again , ah hope we do not , tha ' yuh will be in contact , b ecuz it ' ll be necessary 
tha ' theah will  be questions tha ' come tub yuh min ' , tha ' yuh will ask me tuh 
answer . Yo ' can write me an ' ah ' m  gonna give yuh address • • • I t ' ll be wheah mah 
fahm is is in No ' th Ca ' lina . Don ' let me fohget it . Heah yah wanna put it on 
t ape . I ' ll write it on papah an ' [ you can ] put i t  on tape . 

PHOTOGRAPH OF AND FAREWELL TO PROPHET 
OUR COMMENTS ABOUT HIM 

[ I  had always considered that colored pho tograph o f  the Prophet and me a t  the 
end of volume 3 to be a part of our great farewell after three interviews in 
three different houses , but I was surprised recently when I began final work on 
the transcrip tions . There was a fourth interview ,  unless this latter is actually 
the miss ing fourth part of  interview 3 despite its  later date , July 1 7 . The 
question is unimportant and I do not have t ime to reexamine and restudy the cas
set tes at the bank . ] 

[After the preceding photograph had been taken by Mr . Cubby and the Prophet 
had snapped one of Mr . Cubby and me , we reentered Mr . Cubby ' s  house where I 
thanked the Prophet and payed him with cash and an Amer ican Express check , not 
having enough cash with me . At our f irst  meeting I had given the Prophet cash 
long aft er midnight , these being the reasons he asked to  ride along with me on 
my way home and then to  b e  let out at his home near 2 2nd S treet . ]  

[ Here is what the Prophet had said about a portion of  that well-known s treet : 
A friend of mine# Rev .  Jaakson ask me tuh speak a word or two up heah on thuh 
stree t.  Ah dOn ' like tuh dO this but it  [Bib le ] does te ll  us tuh go into the 
highways an ' hedges . An '  thuh worse p laae • • •  we dO need a lottah prayah up heah 
on 22nd [Street ]  on aertain bloaks up theah, yah know? Sure 'nuff need some 
prayah up theah {Hyatt laughs ] .  See p . 4 6 39 , v . S ,  lines 4-9 .  Remember , I had 
worked on 2 2nd S treet 31 years before in the Clark Hotel  (see illustrat ion at 
end o f  vol . 3) when there was open country about , but it  was considered a lit t le 
tough even then . ] 

[ Af t er thanks and payment we drove the Prophet over to the black supermarket 
on 2 2nd S treet - said to be owned and managed by a black man - to s ee that his 
check was cashed and he reached home safely . We waited outside . Within a f ew 
minutes we saw approaching our car a black man Mr . Cubby identif ied as the owner 
and manager . As soon as he saw me in the car he waved both hands towards me 
meaning "Everything ' s  all right , s tay right there . " I waved back , reversing my 
hands , "Come on down and stay a minute . "  He stayed two . I told him why the 
Prophet was there and showed him the f irst two volumes of HOODOO that had j us t  
been published . As h e  was l eaving my final words made  him laugh , "We were here 
two weeks ago during the shoot ing . " A few more minutes and the Prophet came out 
with his money . Ins tead of  our taking him home he had decided to  shop around in 
the supermarket . We exchanged goodbyes and successful futures . ]  

[No wonder the supermarket owner and manager had laughed . That shoot ing af
fair two weeks previously had been quite an experience and s ince it happened 
while we were interviewing a young man in the car , it became a legitimate  part 
of f ield work .  We were sitting there in a store parking lo t ,  the back o f  my car 
to the t raf f ic of 2 2nd Street , when I heard a mo torcycle backf ire . Mr . Cubby 
exclaimed , "That ' s  a gunshot ! "  Within a few s econds  there was another shot and 
then a third . One minute later traffic had stopped , people  from the s tores had 
f illed the street , a police s iren could be heard . The nearby int ersection soon 
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showed even the cross  s treets crowded .  We could not move away . ]  
[ Here could have been a crowd turned into a mob had a fals e  rumor b een circu

lated . Fortunately we heard the news almos t at onc e .  A former employee of  the 
meat market having concealed a large p iece of meat on his person had j ust  left 
the market when he s aw a spotter [ ins ide guard ] coming af t er him .  He began to 
run but the 3 shots up into the air during the brief chas e s topped him . ] 

RETURNING TO CUBBY 'S HOME COMMENT ON PROPHET 

HYATT • • •  Interview with Sarheed . We went to his house .  In the f irst place 
he s eems to live in any numb er of places , doesn ' t he? 

CUBBY That ' s  true .  
(Now was this woman wher e  we  went today [ third interview]  was she supposed to  

be his  secretary? ) 
Yes , that ' s  his secretary , Miss Kedd . [ Not  sure of  this name . ] 
( I  s ee ,  I s e e .  It was a very main highway . The no ise was terrif ic and on the 

front porch the f lies a lmost  ate you alive . It  was a hot , steamy day - morning . 
And inside there were tho s e  three young f ellows loung ing around . What about these 
interferences we had while int erviewing? What was your impress ion? Every place 
you go the place is j ammed up . Did they come in b ecause we arrived or what? ) 

Wel l , . !  don ' t believe in hoodoo but I ' d  say we were being hoodooed or some
thing because  it seemed like no mat t er where we go or how quiet it is at f irst , 
before the interview has ended , somewhere along the l ine , someone is go in '  to 
come aroun ' or we ' re gonna get quite an int erference or no ise of  some sort . Now • • • 

(Take today we had to come back here [ to Cubby ' s  hous e ]  to interview the man 
[ the Prophet Sarheed ] . )  

We had to come back to my hous e . 
(Now what happened? Tell what happened after we came back here . )  
After we got back here ,  a friend o f  mine I hadn ' t  seen in months - we used to 

work together - he decid ed for some odd reason to stop by and s ee me this morning . 
An '  then by the time we got rid of  him an ' got deep down into the interview ,  un
expectedly the lawn man came an ' he wasn ' due ' til Monday , but for some odd rea
son he came t oday ,  which is very unusual . I mean once he says he ' s  comin ' one 
day that ' s  the day he usually comes . Then I was also thinkin ' too that I wonder 
if these people wanta know what ' s  goin ' on . They see a strange person,  yo ' know . 
A couple s trange p eopl e  come to a place an ' ever ' one wants to get nosy an ' come 
an ' see what ' s  goin ' on.  

(Would you say that my being a white  man and having a clerical co llar on has 
anything to do with that? ) 

In a f ew cas es I would say yes . An ' then in some ins tances I would say no . 
Now I think pos s ib ly people are wonderin ' because they s ee you and I together 
ever ' day • • •  

( I  see . ) 
• • •  an ' they don ' really know what ' s  goin ' on . An ' they see  it ' s  [ your auto

moible has ]  an out-of-state tag , an ' mayb e this causes a couple of  people to 
come aroun ' • 

( I  hope they don ' t think you are a cr iminal and I ' m hunt ing for you or s ome
thing [ laughs ] . )  

Wel l ,  they see that you are clergy , an ' I don ' know , people ' s  min ' p lays 
tricks on them a lot ta t imes . It ' s  hard to say what they are probably thinkin ' .  

(What did you think of  the Prophet today compared with his other interview? 
Keep that very near you b ecause you are talking very low [meaning microphone ]  
and it ' s  difficult t o  transcribe . )  
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Compared to the o ther interviews I would say today was not his bes ' day . But 
I mean we did get better details today . I don ' t think it was his best interview 
today . I s t ill think he s till has a li ' l e bit in reserve . It might have been 
the surroundin' s ,  yo ' know . It  wasn ' one of  his local e ,  wasn ' some place he was 
use to . But I still felt  that he reserved hims elf , although he did let go in 
bet t er details in some things than he done before an ' I think it could have been 
a li ' le bit better . But all in all I think i t  was a very good interview . 

(It  gave us some new material . I got some more details in about that b l ack 
p iece of cloth . It ' s  only a very nervous habit of his . It shows a very involved 
mind . ) 

I noticed also • • •  
( I  would say he ' s  rather nervous . )  
He is • • •  ' cause I know when we were comin ' over he didn ' t have the black han ' 

kerchief but h e  was forever twiddlin ' his f ingers . Yo ' know how you ' d  grab one 
f inger an' yo ' might pull it . An' if yo ' not iced he kep ' diggin ' his f ingernails 
into the palm of his han ' , probably pickin ' off  skin, I don ' know . It seemed 
l ike it was a nervous habit he had . An ' poss ' bly it could be nerves or it could 
be j us '  one of his habits that he ' s  p icked up . 

(Yes , I don ' t know what that would indicate to a psychiatrist . Then of course 
remember we took the Prophet ' s  pic tur e .  You took the Prophet and me together and 
then he took you and me together . And then what I did with his money . I gave 
him half in cash and half in travelers check . And then he [we ] went over here 
to Gregory ' s  to have it cashed and all of a sudden , oh , about 5 minutes , he 
[ Gregory ] came out and wanted to be certain that I had g iven him the check, you 
know. It was all very pleasant . Gregory - it was all satisfactory as soon as 
he saw me . And then I opened up the back of the car and told Gregory what I was 
do ing . I said if you see me around • • •  Oh , I told him I was there the day the man 
did the shooting . )  

Oh,  yes . 
(Yes , I said this isn ' t my f irst time here .  I ' ve been by that place almo s t  

every day f o r  a month . I thought I might as well tell him what I was do ing so 
I showed him the books . You ' d  think I was go ing around advertising myself , but 
it seems to pay of f better than trying to be private . ) 

I think since you ' ve been advertis ing yours elf lat ely , things  have beg in to 
p ick up j us t  a little - not a great deal , but I mean it ' s  not as rough as the 
first few weeks or so . An ' also I have a notation • • • 

(You keep that [microphone ] you ' re talking . )  
I have a notat ion here where you wanted to make a comment on the three holes 

in the han' kerchief . 
(Oh ,  the 3 holes in the handkerchief . Well it ' s  going to b e  diff icul t f or 

me to describe . It isn ' t a handkerchief it ' s  almo s t  more like a • • •  ) 
A scarf . 
( • • •  a scarf . I would say it ' s about 2 feet wide and 3 f eet long , or mayb e 

about 2 1/2  f eet long . It ' s  a thin mesh an ' it ' s  supposed to be s ilk . He wraps 
it in various ways . You see he ' ll do this l ike warp? move? You see . [ I  am 
demons trat ing . ]  Around this and then he ' ll come back and do it the other way . 
Then sometimes he ' ll go all the way around that like this [ demons t rat es ] and 
then he ' ll t ie it . And then he ? and the knot would come unt ied . He ' d  
[ I  would? ]  say well fellow , from looking at this , is ill ,  isn ' t too well .  Then 
of course he said to us , he ' s  recording things . Shows his mind is somet imes on 
this thing . Like people have a tic  you know, they j ump or the eye twitches . 
I t ' s  entirely a nervous thing . Now I don ' t know , I think I have enough of  it in 
to put it all together and get some kind of descript ion in there . )  
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That turban that he wears - you know his seeing and hearing hat as he calls 
it . 

(Yes . )  
I was wonderin ' what that thing was made o f . I t  seems to be out o f  the same 

material almos ' as the scarf . 
( I s  it , I don ' t know . ) 
I t  seems • • •  
( I ' d  think he could get a better looking turban than that . He could get a 

real turban . Tha t looks more like a • • •  I don ' t know what it is , S imple S imon 
the p ieman ' s  hat or something . He ' s  had a lot of experience . I think some of 
the s tuff is dreamt . Oh yes , his being every place , Algeria and all around the 
world and that sort of thing . But that ' s  something else again . That ' s  window 
dress ing . We ' ve met him now at four different places , haven ' t  we? )  

An ' we went to - let ' s  s ee - 6 diff eren ' place s a t  least .  I ' ve been to 6 
differen ' places trying to catch him .  Each t ime you know you s top at a place 
they say ,  "Well he haven ' been here today , go to this addres s . "  They g ive me 
a differen ' address ,  you go there they say , "Well , he haven ' t  b een here , go this 
o ther place . " I wonder if these guys are in the same l ine o f  work he ' s  in 
theirselves . They need these many places as a hideaway for the type of bus ines s 
they ' re in . 

( I  don ' t know , would it be cons idered illegal here in S t . Petersburg ? )  
I don ' t think s o  because he had those c irculars . 
(Well yes , he does everything in the name of God . It ' s  part of his religion . )  
An ' he do esn ' charge a fee • • •  well in a sense he do , he would charge a fee be-

cause he did say he would charge us so much . 
(Yes . But he couldn ' t  collect - like a gambler ' s  deb t . )  
But I was wondering too when he says something that he was goin ' to Jamac ia , 

uh , for some sort of conference .  
(Well now he may think he is . You never can tel l . ) 
I think he was very much s incere l ike he really thinks that is where he ' s  

goin ' . I wonder if these guys min ' is re ' lly affected . I mean they get so deep 
in the work themselves they believe they are gonna do things that they really 
no t gonna do . 

( I t  becomes a reality . He wasn ' t  dr inking was he? I didn ' t  smell any l iquor , 
he seemd to be quite  clear in his mind . He was born in the lowlands o f  South 
Carolina , he knows many more superstit ions . Of course he says he doesn ' t  believe 
them now but I was trying to f ind out whether they were ? in his work . But he 
used a lot of the old remed ies that are known every p lace . Wel l let ' s  call that 
o f f  temporarily . )  

HEALER BROOKER BLES SES AUTHOR ' S  SCALY HANDS 
ALL AILMENTS EVEN HOODOO CAUSED ONES 

SHE CLAIMS TO HEAL WITH METHODS 
S IMPLE AND GOD CENTERED 

[ I f you had turned the pages of my second interview with Prophet Warkiee S ar
heed , you would have seen the short section of capital letters in italic type on 
page 4659 . This latter was merely one attempt of his to make medicine and ho Zd 
ceremony that would cure the cataract in each of my eyes and also the t roubled 
skin on my hands . By the way that skin d isorder began only af t er I had reached 
Florida late in Apr il 19 70 and had reentered hoodoo f ield work ! Both these ail-
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ments would force me home at the end of July to stand in l ine wait ing for two men 
behind whose names were the let ters M . D . ] 

HYATT This is July 2 ,  1 9 70 , 
that of  Harry Middleton Hyat t .  
ing to interview Mrs .  Brooker . 

BROOKER That ' s  right . 

S t . Petersburg , Florida . The vo ice you hear is 
Today is Thursday . We [Mr . Cubby and I ]  are go
You are a healer? 

HYATT What state do you come from? 
BROOKER Georgia . Cochran near Macon , reared in the country . Marr ied when I 

was 14 years old . I s tarted mah work tuh know, tuh let people know that ah was 
somethin ' at the age of 9 .  Ah heals with mah right hand . Ah heal with olive 
oil . Ah does many great thing with olive oil . If it wasn ' t  fo ' mah Heavenly 
Father , ah couldn ' t do the work ah do . Ah nevah wro te a letter tuh let people 
know ah ' m  in the town . Ah nevah put up a sign that ah ' m  in the town .  Ah be 
there fo ' one o '  two day an ' evahbody know ah ' m  in town .  Ah nevah put [ out ] 
cards in mah lif e .  If yo ' wan ' it priva ' ly ah ' ll g ive it tuh yuh priva ' ly .  If 
yo ' wan ' it all in the church an ' [ or ]  this room was ful l ,  ah j is '  take this 
[ right ] han ' an ' heal evahbody in here . Ah pray the 2 3rd P salm where evahbody 
can heah me . Ah prays the Lawd ' s  Prayah wheah evahbody can heah me . But when 
ah ' m  askin ' fo ' a condition , yo ' don ' t heah me . 

HYATT Your f irst healing then was near your home town • • •  as a child . How 
did it come to you? 

BROOKER In a dream . Ah seem like ah was undah a t ent • • •  it was j is '  one per
son undah theah • • •  ah begin tuh talk • • •  a li ' l person undah this tent . It was a 
man . He say , "Wha ' do yo ' wan ' ? "  Ah say ,  "Ah wants tuh know , do ah haf tah 
preach?"  He say , "No . "  He say , "Yuh right hand • • •  lay hands on the s ick an ' 
heal . "  That ' s  all he tole me . 

HYATT How did you know about healing before that ? Had you s een people heal? 
BROOKER No , ah nevah s een nobody.  Mah father was a missionary Baptist  [ also ] 

mah mothah [ did this give her a disliking for preaching ? ] .  We reared in de coun
try ,  we nevah played , ah nevah played wit no othah chile . Then ah begin tuh tell 
' er about this dream ah had .  She say ,  "Yo ' is gonna be mah good chile . "  

HYATT You were how o ld when you actually started to heal people? 
BROOKER When ah started talking tuh peoples ah was around 12 yeahs ole . Ah 

was neah 13 yeahs ole when ah begin tuh talk tuh grown people . But ah ' d  always 
do l i ' l thin ' s fo ' childrens . Anyone hurt they leg or somepin ,  ah could eithah 
spit on it an ' heal it or eithah lay evaht in '  on it an ' it would heal it . 

HYATT Did you use either hand ? 
BROOKER Ah use mah r ight hand . If ah ' m  gonna s top the blood , an ' ah ' m  now-

where about yuh , ah has a prayah an ' it ' ll s top . 
HYATT Did you ever f ind that these old cures come in handy in your work? 
BROOKER Ah knows nuthin about them an ' ah use nuthin but olive o il .  
HYATT Did people ever come and t ell you that  they were tricked, hurt , hoo-

dooed , witchcraft  or any of that sort of  thing , that they wanted to be healed? 
BROOKER Uh huh [ yes ] . 

. 

HYATT They told you that?  
BROOKER Yes . I f  a person come to me I will heah their s tory about what ' s  

wrong with them or wha ' thuh doctah say . But when ah tetch yo ' an ' ask Gawd fo ' 
yuh condit ion , ah ' m  gonna get yuh condition in duh [ the ] vis ion . If  yuh hurt 
[ hoodooed ] an ' ah see it won ' t do tuh tell yuh , ah won ' t tell yuh no thin ' . Ah 
j is '  go ahead an ' heal yuh . But ah heal wit watah or o live oil . Tha ' s mah 
healin ' • • •  Ah says mah prayahs ovah yuh an ' yo ' can go • • •  an ' yo ' can come back 
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the next day an ' then ah ' ll talk • • •  
HYATT What about this vision? Would you try to recons truct that condition 

that I went through or what ?  
BROOKER If  yo ' tole me yo ' was hurt ,  a h  would take yuh work until ah know . 

Ah ' ll s i t  from one tuh two or three night s ,  an ' den when ah come outa that div
ision yo ' come back an ' talk tuh me . If none of  that yo ' tole me was true , ah 
don ' evah say nuthin els e  about it . Ah j is '  talk tuh yo ' from what ah s ee . An ' 
if it ' s  a hard cas e ,  yo ' stay unto me ah will heal yuh . There is mighty few 
peoples tha ' can do wha ' ah [ emphas izes word ] can do wit olive oil . Yo ' know 
ah got tuh have powah tuh do this work. As ah t ell the med ical doctahs , they 
wants tuh know from me somet ime about certain thin ' s .  Ah say ,  "Well , ah could 
t ell yuh how ah do it , ah could let yuh see me heal , but yo ' ain ' t  got no powah 
tuh heal ! "  

HYATT You consecrate your own o il?  
BROOKER Tha ' s  right . 
HYATT 

·
Do you know anything about o ther healers at al l? 

BROOKER Ah ' ve seen othah healahs but they [ their ] work , don ' t know nuthin ' 
about ' em .  Thuh mos ' healahs a h  evah talked tuh was p eoples comin' b y  go in '  
from town tuh town. Some of  them have asked me to work wit them . Ah tole them 
ah always work bah [ by ]  mahself . When ah was in New York, ah met uh man tha ' 
said he was a healah , Bobby Andahson. He had a group of people . He t r ied to 
hiah me to be  one of his healahs • • •  tuh heal an ' bring him the money . [ Brooker 
laughs . ]  Somet imes it ' s  all r ight to tell a person wha ' s wrong wit ' im ,  an ' then 
somet ime ah nevah tell ' im . 

HYATT Suppos e  you got a letter , the p erson couldn ' t  come to you , could you 
heal at a distance? 

BROOKER Ah kin do this , if yo ' got a telephone , ah j is '  say mah prayahs fo ' 
yo ' an ' yo ' WILL [ emphasizes word ] get bet tah . 

HYATT Could a person write you a l et t er for help? 
BROOKER Ah would writ e him a letter back an ' ah ' ll g ive ' im a prayah . Say 

that prayah evrah mawnin '  or at night or at 12 o ' clock ' cuz ah ' m  gona pray ' long 
wit ' im .  

HYATT Have you ever r eceived l et ters from people? 
BROOKER Oh yeah , thousan ' s  of  ' em . 
HYATT Have you preserved any one letter? 
BROOKER No , not of my healin ' persons . 
HYATT Suppose some came to you in witch rid ing? 
BROOKER I ' ve had two or three come to me an ' say about these thin ' s ,  but ah 

say yo ' might f ind a spiri tuaL person could help . 
HYATT What do you mean by a spirituaL person ? 
BROOKER A spirituaL person is no t gif ted . Ah ' m  gifted ,  but ah ' m  not a 

spiri tua l .  Ah was i n  a meet ing one t ime , a lit tle while i n  Miami . They talked 
to the dead . [ By spiri tua L person she means spiritua lis t. ] 

CUBBY That ' s  the same Rev .  Robinson the one who works with [ somebody? The 
Prophet ? ] .  He ' s a spiritualis t .  Suppos ed to commune with the [ d eparted ] spir it . 

er? 
HYATT Do you ever feel at times your power get s weaker and sometimes s trong-

BROOKER Evah s ince ah ' ve been usin ' this hand it ' s  been the same . 
HYATT You ' ve never had a failure o f  any kind , of healing someone? 
BROOKER Unless they fail me . [A  great answer ! ]  
HYATT Now,  how could they fail you? 
BROOKER By not comin ' tuh me or by no t doin ' what ah tell ' em tuh do . No t 

readin ' thuh poht ion of [ portion of ] Scriptures ah t ell ' um  tuh .  
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HYATT Suppose a person came to you , does a person have to b elieve in you , 
in your powers ? 

BROOKER If  ah move your miser ies , what else you gonna do? Anahbody [ anybody ] 
if he want can go through thuh world do in ' great things wit this [ gift ] an ' some
bodah gonna say , "Ah went tuh ' er but it d idn ' do .!!!! [ emphas iz es ] no good . " 

HYATT I notice you are wearing a cros s .  Does that have anything to do with 
your work? 

BROOKER No , that ' s  nothin ' to do with mah work . The company tha ' ah gets mah 
oil  from ,  they s ends me lit t le ole crosses , lit tle ole whatnots . 

CUBBY There ' s  something that ah b een wondering about for a long t ime . Now a 
healah, they have powah to  heal . Do yo ' ever become s ick yo ' sel f ?  

BROOKER S ick mahs elf ? Yes ! 
CUBBY Do you heal yourself or do you haftah go to ano thah healah? 
BROOKER No , ah nevah been tuh ano thah healah in mah l if e .  Jis ' one [ once ]  

o n  two doctahs . Ah ' ve got , a h  has a doctah , al l right . [ Sound of  door opening . 
She says , "Go in nex ' do ' . " ]  Ah had blood po isonin ' in this leg , but it seem 
tuh me the do ctahs [M . D ' s ]  was goin '  let it get in mah body . 

HYATT Did you go to a doc tor  [M. D . ] about it?  
BROOKER Oh , I was in [ hosp ital ] when this blood poisonin ' struck me  right 

there . Ah j is '  went out of mah mind . An '  when ah knowed anythin ' ,  they had me 
in Mount [Mound ] Park Hosp ital . So  when ah waken , ah f ind ah was in the hos
p ital an' ah said to thuh nurse , "What is ah do in ' heah?"  An '  she say , "Yo ' come 
heah yest iday . "  Ah say , "Wel l ,  ah go t tuh go home . "  So when mah childuns come 
in , ah to le ' em ,  ah say , "Ah wanna go tuh Mercy Hosp ital . " An ' so this colahed 
doctah [M . D . ] got thuh whi t e  doc tah tuh r elease me tuh go tuh Mercy Hospital . Ah 
didn ' go tuh Mercy , ah come home .  Heh ! Heh ! Ah j is '  doin ' tha ' fo ' thuh doctah 
tuh releas e me . An ' this leg was about that lahge [ demons trates ] .  Ah j is '  took 
mah oil an ' said mah prayahs , talked wit God , nex ' mawnin ' it [ leg ] as j is '  lak 
it is now ! ! !  An ' somet ime , things tha ' thuh medical doctahs can ' t reach , it 
takes me [ emphasized ]  some time to r each : like T . B . ,  asmie [ as thma ] . Oh , it 
don ' t take me long tuh take ci ' h  o '  [ care o f ] asmi e .  

CUBBY Miz Brooker ah was amazed the o ther day , when w e  [ Cubby and Charles ] 
f irs t talked to you . It  s truck my interest when yo ' said something to Charles . 
Yo ' told him about an ailment tha t  he had . Now this was something that no one 
knew , and I was goin ' to ask you . Do you have some kind of perceptive power 
where you can s ee things about a person without them even t elling you? 

BROOKER Un huh . Somet ime ah can look at yah an ' t ell what ' s  wrong wit yah . 
An '  then, when ah know what ' s wrong wit a person , ah lays han ' s on ' im . An ' if 
ah lay han ' s on yuh , yuh ain ' t got tuh tell me wha ' s  ailin ' yah . When mah hands 
s top , they s top on tha ' place .  Ah can tell  yah yuh s ick his t ' ry :  enlahged heart 
condition , an ' asmie , cansah [ cancer ] . 

HYATT Jus t a moment .  What did she say Charl es had? 
CUBBY You told him there was something on his back. And he does have . I 

don ' t know what they call it . It ' s  a big b lack spo t on the back . The doctor 
said he was goin ' to have to  operate .  It ' s  some kind o f  growth that gets under 
the skin. A b ig knot , • •  When we got in the car , Charles showed me the place on 
his back an ' we were wondering how does she know , b ecaus e he said that the only 
person that r eally knew anything about this was the doctor he had s een in Chicago, 
who told him they would have to operate . 

BROOKER See it is been on Charles evah s ince he came out de army .  I t  could 
be muscle strain an ' cused [ caused ] a blood clot tuh come . An '  it would be  bet
tab fo ' him tuh let thuh doctahs operate an' take it out . An '  then ,  if he could 
come tuh me ah would heal ' im . 
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HYATT Then you could make it a permanent cure , not j us t  a temporary cure . 
[ Tactfully spoken but your , or the Lord ' s  bles s ing would have been bet ter . ] 

BROOKER Yes , it would be [ answering my actual words ] . 
HYATT [A s econd man enters the room and goes into the kit chen . ] If  this 

person wants to s it down [ in the room] it ' s  quite  all right with me . 
BROOKER They got crabs here • • •  [ Her husband and this man had been out aft er 

crabs . Momentarily we talk about crabs . ]  
CUBBY You ever had anyone come to you and fake ailment?  
BROOKER Oh yes , ah ' ve had that plentah o '  t ime when ah be travelin ' .  
THIS INTERVIEW ENDS HERE. THAT AFTERNOON AFTER MR. CUBBY AND I HAD INTER-

VIEWED THE WHITE TEACHER WE RETURN TO HIS HOME TO DISCUSS BOTH INTERVIEWS. 
HYATT Mr . Cubby and I are going to make a few no tes or comments about the 

two interviews we had today . At the moment it ' s  fairly quiet but we will prob
ably have a lot of competition . We ' ll begin with the f irst woman we had today , 
Mrs .  Brooker . Tell me what you told me before , what she said when you asked 
her to be interviewed by me . 

CUBBY She told me that  she had to consult the spirit to  see if it would be 
wise for her to give in to this interview . And as she ' fore stated , she wanted 
to meet you p erson ' ly and j udge you also before she would f in ' ly make this deci
sion • • •  Charles and I s topped over there a week ago . I showed her the books 
[HOODOO , v . l & 2 ] . Just  before we got ready to leave she told [ Charles ] that 
he had a problem on his back that he was concerned about and she could help him 
if he would come back . I t  turned out he did have something that  was wrong with 
his back. How she knowed about it , I don ' t know . 

HYATT Now, today , what did she do at the very end as we lef t ?  After we had 
stopped the interview and we couldn ' t take down her words ?  I said I would give 
her an offering . 

CUBBY She tol ' yo ' no t to , she could not take the offerin ' . 
HYATT Wait a minute !  Wait a minute ! We can ' t compete with these things . 

[Mo torcycles in background . ]  Al l right . 
CUBBY She told you she couldn ' t  take the offerin '  in her han ' , to place it 

on the table . She considered this a bles s in ' not a offerin ' . An ' after that 
when yo ' attemp ted to shake her han ' goodbye , she took her lef ' han ' an ' plac ed 
it in the pa ' m  of your han ' • • •  Lef ' han ' under your [right ] • • •  

HYATT The left under , that ' s  right . 
CUBBY An '  the right han ' over the top . 
HYATT And the r ight hand over the top of  my hand . 
CUBBY Then she begin to say a prayer . 
HYATT She said a prayer • • •  a fairly long prayer . She bles sed me and all sorts 

of things and • • •  

CUBBY Blessed the work [we were doing ] . Then she prayed fo ' the heal in ' o f  
your han ' s .  

HYATT Oh , that ' s  right ! She prayed for the healing of my hands ! Well , I 
think • • •  [ this ] is about all we need to say about her .  

CUBBY Yes . I think the impres s ion itself that she set upon us was somewhat 
unique . I think at the end it gave a better - in reality it  gave a bet ter under
s tandin ' o f  her and her work. At the very end ,  what she did , rather than the 
whole  int erview itself . I think that was the mos t  important part of  it all .  If 
we could have gotten that on tape it would have been something wonderful ! 

HYATT Yes . That ' s  unfortunate that we didn ' t get that on tape but it was 
there . She ' s s incere in her work . She knew almos t nothing about hoodoo work or 
anything o f  that sort . Evidently she doesn ' t handle anything of that sort . 
She ' s a plain healer . 
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CUBBY Oh yes . One thing though that I no t iced about her , she was very hon
est .  When she d idn ' know about somethin ' ,  she didn ' say what she had heard from 
someone else . She would say , I don ' know about it . Somethin ' l ike - she did 
get right to the point . One good thing about it , she did seem to be quite hones ' 
about everything . 

DOCTOR WALKER WAS A MYSTERY FROM HIS BIRTH 
NO ONE INCLUDING HIMSELF KNEW HIS ORIGIN 

MASTER OF ROOTWORK AND WITCHCRAFT IN CHILDHOOD 
TAUGHT BY GRANDMOTHER KNOWN AS THE WITCH 

WHO LIVED IN LARGE HOUSE CALLED WITCH 'S CASTLE 
WITH A STRANGE LIVING COMPANION - A BIRD 

HALF OWL ON ONE S IDE - HALF BLACKBIRD ON OTHER 
MEANING WISDOM AND POWER OF DESTRUCTION 

DOCTOR REFUSED TO SEE ME - ACCEPTED MY ASSI STANTS 

[ I  am delighted that  the doator decided to avoid me . The amaz ing react ions 
of my two assistant s , ex-army men and city dwellers , to what they hear and see 
surpasses any mat ter-of- fact s tatements I could have reported . The s ecret of  
that  half owl and half b lackbird - called a fami Liar in wit chlore - is examined 
in large type near end of int erview itself . Desp ite Walker ' s  original claim of 
a mys t er ious birth, he r eveals later that his parents were prac t i t ioners o f  this 
craft .  Among o ther examples of  family inheritance see MY FIRST DOCTOR , vo l . 2 ,  
p . 9 3 6 , 1 . 36-39 . Cubby , Charles and I the day af ter this int erview d iscuss it at  
end of present text . ] 

CUBBY Today is Friday , June the 19 th , 1 9 7 0 . We are now in Sarasota , Flor ida , 
intahviewing the Doator Zemah Walkah [Zemar Walker ] from Palmet to , Florida . The 
voices tha ' yo ' will heah on this tape will be the vo ices of Clarence Cubby , 
that ' s  mys elf , othah contac ' man, Charles Willis [ previously called Charles ] ,  a 
an ' the voice of  Doator Walkah hims elf . 

Doator Walkah at this time what ah want yo ' to do primarily is to give us an 
undahs tandin ' of  how yo ' got into the work of  witchcraf ' an ' root work . An ' a 
little  bit of the background o f  where yo ' come from an ' the things of  this sort . 
By this t ime yo ' may have the mike . 

[Doator Walker speaks very s lowly , paus ing af ter each word . ]  
WALKER TO SAY THAT, HOW AH GOT INTO THIS WORK, I CAN 'T REALLY DWELL TOO 

MUCH • • •  IN TELLIN ' YO ', BECAUSE AT THE AGE OF ABOUT FIVE YEAHS OLD I HAD COMPLETE 
KNOWLEDGE OF ROOT WORK AN '  WITCHCRAF ' .  DEALIN ' IN THIS WORK. DIDN 'T START REALLY 
UNTIL ABOUT THE AGE OF ELEVEN . NOW TO EXPLAIN HOW I GOT INTO THIS. MAH GRAND-
MOTHAH, WHOM PEOPLE CONSIDERED TO BE A WITCH, SHE LIVED ALONE. YO ' KNOW HOW 
PEOPLE ARE. THEY SAY YOU 'RE A WITCH, BECAUSE YO ', YO ' DON 'T MINGLE WITH OTHAHS. 
NOW MAH GRANDMOTHAH WAS VERY POWAHFUL. SHE WAS A GIFTED WOMAN. SHE HAD POWAH 
UNLIMITED • • •  SHE HAD DWELT IN THIS WE SHALL SAY A CASTLE - NOT REALLY A CASTLE, 
IT WAS A LARGE, HUGE HOUSE. BUT THE PEOPLE CALL IT THE "WITCH 'S CASTLE. " SHE 
HAD ALL SORTS OF ANIMALS AN '  IN THIS PART OF THE COUNTRY IT WAS RELATIVELY YO ' 
WOULD SAY, HARD TO SEE ANIMALS AROUND, SUCH AS DOG, AND CATS AND BIRDS. 

CUBBY Yeah .  Mr . Walker , j ust  where were yo ' born? [Notice  the Mr ! ]  
WALKER Well not really , as the record show ah was born in D ilton [not in 

ZIP CODE DIRECTORY ] Mis s is s ipp i ,  howevah , these records weren ' t  made until ah 
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was el even or twelve , aftah mah grandmo thah died , but ah will tell yo ' this , no 
one knows where ah came from [ a  mys tery f rom the s tart ! ] .  

CU�BY Excuse me Mr . Walkah , how d id yo ' get your first clue that yo ' had 
this powah? 

WALKER This was not a clue . 
CUBBY Mr . Walkah yo ' say this is no t a c lue but yo ' have these powahs . Now 

would yo ' explain to us then how yo ' got the powah? 
WALKER WELL, YO ' SEE, YOUNG MAN, THESE POWAHS WERE TRANSFERRED TO ME, AN ' AH 

'FORE [BEFORE ] STATED MAH GRANDMOTHAH WAS A VERY POWAHFUL WOMAN. MAH GRANDMOTHAH 
CALLED ME TO HER SIDE AT THE AGE OF ELEVEN, SHE CALLED ALL OF THE KIDS IN MAH 
FAMILY AROUND. SHE CALLED MAH MOTHAH AN ' MY FATHAH, AND BY THE WAY, MAH PARENTS 
ALSO DEALT IN ROOT WORK. BUT SHE TOLD US THAT SHE WAS ABOUT TO LEAVE THIS WICKED 
WORLD • • • TO PART [ DEPART] TO A BETTER LAND, AN ' THRU THIS SHE TOLD THEM THAT THE 
POWAHS IN HER WOULD BE TRANSFERRED TO ME. 

WILLIS Mr . Walkah were the powahs transf erred to all the sistahs and brothers 
or j ust yo ' ?  

WALKER NO, THE POWAHS WERE TRANSFERRED ONLY TO ME. NOW AH DO HAVE A SISTAH 
WHO CAN TELL FORTUNES, BUT THE POWAH OF THE WORK • • •  OF ROOT, WITCHCRAFT WERE ONLY 
TRANSFERRED TO ME. YO ' SEE WHEN MAH GRANDMOTHAH PASSED AWAY, IT HAS BEEN A 
MISTRY [MYSTERY ) TO EVERYONE. WE CALLED AN ' HAD THE UNDAHTAKAH TO COME AND GET 
HER BODY, BUT AFTAH EMBALMING THE BODY, IT DISAPPEARED FROM THE MORGUE. 

WILLIS Well , uh j ust  how did your gran' mo thah die of  old age or what ?  
WALKER NO, AH DON 'T THINK IT WAS OLD AGE • • •  THOUGH AT THE TIME OF HER DEATH 

SHE WAS NINETY-SIX YEAHS OLD. YO ' SEE SHE FORETOLD HER DEATH. AH THINK THE 
POWAH IN HER WAS GETTIN ' TOO STRONG FOR HER FEEBLE BODY. THIS IS WHY SHE TRANS-
FERRED THEM TO ME. THIS IS WHAT CAUSED HER DEATH. 

CUBBY Mr . Walkah , now j ust  a moment ago yo ' said that the undertakahs aftah 
comin ' an ' gett in '  yore grandmo thah , that he embalmed her an ' she disappeared . 
Explain that to me j us t  a little bit more . 

WALKER Well yo ' see no one knows where she disappeared . See her undertakah 
embalmed her , and the last thing they remembahed was that her p�t blackb ird flew 
into the funeral parlah someway . There were no doors or anythin ' open , but they 
saw the blackbird in ther e ,  an ' as they chased the bird , leaving her there on the 
tab l e ,  the bird suddenly disappeared , an ' my grandmo thah disappeared also . 

CUBBY Yo ' say the bird disappeared an ' your grandmothah also?  Well do yo ' 
think the bird probably ate your grandmothah up or  somethin ' ?  What , what, what 
do yo ' think about it?  

WALKER Wel l ,  ah don ' t think that the bird ate her up • • •  ah know, but this • • •  

is something ah can not reveal to yo ' .  
WILLIS But , excus e me a minute Mr . Walkah . Have yo ' evah s een this bird 

befo ' the t ime tha ' she disappeared? 
WALKER Oh yes • • •  the bird • • •  my grandmothah always kept along with her • • •  no 

mattah where she went . 
WILLIS Yes , Doctah. Exactly what kind of  b ird was it ? 
WALKER Have yo ' evah seen a b lackbird? If  yo ' have seen an owl it  was a 

combinat ion o f  a blackbird an ' a owl . [ Someone was experimenting with genes 
before genes were discovered ! ]  

CUBBY A combination of  a blackbird an ' an owl yo ' say? Are they , was it , 
ah mean how was it?  Ah mean was it , d id it have an owl ' s head or was it j ust 
mixed . Ah mean , ah guess ah would say its parent , one was a blackbird and the 
othah was an owl or somethin ' of this sort ? 

WALKER No , if yo ' take a bird • • •  an ' cut it down the centah , take one half , 
make it an owl , an ' the othah side a blackbird an ' put it togethah , then you 
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will have • • •  the type of  bird that ah speak of . 
CUBBY Well , was this bird , was this bird unknown in these days or was it  

frequent to s ee a bird like this o r  somethin ' of  this sort ? 
WALKER No , this is concurred [ unit ed ] only by mah grandmother [ she was the 

only person who could put two b irds together ] .  As ah told yo ' she had unnatural 
powahs . Powahs to do anythin ' she wanted to do . [HE BEGINS HERE TO MOAN AS HE 
TALKS AND HIS VOICE TREMBLES. ]  AH FEEL THE SPIRIT COMING OVAH ME • • •  AH MEAN 
THERE 'S EVIL HERE ! THEY 'RE TRICKERY • • •  SOMETHING IS WRONG! SOMETHING� SOMETHING 
IS WRONG! 

WILLIS How do you mean somethin ' is wrong? 
[Walker cont inues to moan and talk almos t  tearfully . ]  
CUBBY We ' re not trickin ' yo ' or anything . Ah mean as we explained to  yo ' 

befo ' , this is all l egitimate .  
WILL I S  That ' s , we  j ust  compiling some incidents that happened . 
WALKER NO� BUT THE SPIRIT TELLS ME� THAT I� I AM IN� AH CAN 'T EXPLAIN. [ Con

t inues to moan and talks almost tearfully . ]  
CUBBY AT THIS POINT WE 'RE GONNA HAVE TO JOURNEY BACK TO SARASOTA� AH 'M SORRY� 

TO PALMETTO WITH MR. WALKAH� HE FEELS THAT THE SPIRIT IS TELLIN ' HIM SOMETHIN ' .  
WE 'RE GOIN ' BA CK TO GET WITH HIS ASSISTANT� WHILE HE WARDS OFF THIS EVIL SPIRIT 
THAT IS COMIN ' OVAH US AT THIS TIME� WHICH HE SAYS THAT HE FEELS. SO WE 'LL BE 
BACK WITH YO ' AS SOON AS POSSIBLE. THE VOICE YO ' HEAR NOW IS THE VOICE OF 
CLARENCE CUBBY. WE 'RE BACK IN SARASOTA NOW AN ' IN� AH 'M SORRY� WE ' VE BACK IN 
PALMETTO� AH KEEP SAYING SARASOTA . BUT THE VOICE THAT YO ' HEAR NOW IS VERY� 
VERY DISTURBED� BECA USE AH JUST WITNESSED� WITNESSED SOMETHIN ' THAT AH NEVAH 
SEEN BEFO ' IN MAH LIFE. 

WILLIS [ Cannot understand words but sur ely something similar . ]  
CUBBY That ' s  true . 
WILLIS [ Again not unders tandable . ] 
CUBBY BUT WHEN WE GOT BACK HERE MR. WALKAH HAD US TO COME BACK TO HIS HOME. 

AND HE CONSULTED WITH HIS ASSISTANT� WHICH BY THE WAY IS HIS SON. HE TOLD US 
TO WAIT HERE IN THE LIVIN ' ROOM� WHILE HE AND HIS SON WENT IN TO WARD OFF THESE 
EVIL SPIRITS. AN ' HE TOLD US WHILE HE WAS IN THE [ OTHER ] ROOM TO WATCH THE 
FLOWAHS. 

WILLIS "Watch the f lowahs ! "  He said , "Watch the flowahs ! "  
CUBBY "Just watch the flowahs tha t  are there in the livin ' room . " He g ive 

us no part iculah reason fo ' watchin ' them . 
WILLIS ALL THREE VASES� ALL THREE VASES. 
CUBBY ALL THREE VASES� TWO [ THREE VASES ] VASES OF FLOWAHS. ALL ASSORTMENT 

OF FLOWAHS. AN ' AS THEY WERE IN THIS [ OTHER ] ROOM WE COULD HEAR THEM MUMBLIN ' 
UH • • •  

WILLIS MEDITATIN ' .  
CUBBY TALKIN ' AND SPEAKIN ' .  SOUNDED LIKE DIFFERENT TONES OR SOMETHIN ' .  BUT 

THE MINUTE THEY FINISHED� THE VOICES� THE FLOWAHS ALL WILTED AN ' DIED! 
WILL I S AH COULDN 'T BELIEVE IT! 
CUBBY NOW� NOW� NOW THAT IS AMAZING! AH MEAN THIS IS THE FIRST TIME AH EVAH 

WITNESSED THAT! 
WILLI S WITH MAH OWN EYES ! 
CUBBY YEAH! So  right now b efo ' Mr . Walkah talks to us we ' re gonna have his 

son to say a few things to yo ' .  
WALKER ' S  SON Well , mah fathah, like he told yo ' from the beg innin ' ,  he has 

enormous powahs . He knew that somethin ' was wrong . 
CUBBY What? Ah mean could yo ' exp lain to us . Ah ' d  like to  know what was 

wrong . Ah mean, because he said that there was evil among us . Ah mean could 
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yo ' explain to us what was wrong? 
WALKER' S  SON No , ah can ' t .  
CUBBY Well , could yo ' explain to us about these flowahs? Why these  flowahs • • .  

WILLIS Withahed an ' d ied? 
WALKER' S SON B ecause  evil spirits carry a certain degree of envahment [ en

vironment ] against flowahs . No tice that in every home what has flowahs that 
stand up beautiful , the family is happy an ' the family is prospahous . 

CUBBY So in othah words you ' re sayin ' that if you ' re happy then you ' re 
evil? That only evil people are happy? 

WALKER ' S  SON No . 
CUBBY Well , will yo ' ansah this ques t ion fo ' me? Do your family s eem to be 

a happy family? 
WALKER ' S SON Yes , mah family ' s  happy . 
WILLIS Tell me this now. What would have happened if the flowahs didn ' t 

wither while yo ' were meditatin ' ? Would anythin ' wrong of God [ unclear ] ?  
WALKER' S  SON He was s erious • • •  
WALKER [ Seeing his son in trouble comes in . ] Wait , son, let me explain that . 

Yo ' s ee ,  when yo ' cast out evil somethin ' mus t die . There was life and there was 
evil . Thos e  flowahs were life . Tho s e  evil spirits that followed us here , leave 
in the life of those flowahs • • •  

CUBBY [ Tries to speak . ] 
WALKER • • •  evil • • •  [ interrupted by Willis . ] 
CUBBY Mr . Walkah • • •  Wait j us t  a minute Charles [Wil lis ] let him [Walker ] 

f inish . 
WALKER As ah said , if either o f  yo ' had been evil , yo ' would b e  d ead now . 
CUBBY Yo ' mean when yo ' ward off  an evil spirit that whatevah • • •  
WILLIS I s  alive • • •  

CUBBY And evil is dead ? 
WILLIS Well , wel l ,  can yo ' t el l  me this? Suppose that those flowahs were 

not in the house? 
WALKER Yo ' say suppose the flowahs would not a [ have ] been in the house ,  

is that correct? 
WILLIS Y es ,  I mean you said somethin ' mus t  die . S eems to me if the flowers 

weren ' t in the hous e • • •  oh , oh but you said if there ' s  an evil among us we might 
die.  But not b eing evil we would have s tayed? Would that be right?  

WALKER [ Talks very sof t ly . ] That correct . UH, AH AM FEELIN ' • • •  A MESSAGE 
IT 'S COMIN ' TO ME NOW! LET MAH SON TALK WITH YO ' A MINUTE. [ The doctor tries 
to get away a few minutes to think . ] 

CUBBY WELL JUST, JUST A MINUTE NOW. BEFO ' ,  BEFO ' YO ' SAY ANYTHING MR. 
WALKAH AH 'D LIKE TO KNOW A LITTLE BIT MORE ABOUT HIS, THESE FLOWAHS. [MR. 
WALKER GOT OUT OF THE ROOM TOO FAST! ] YOUR FATHAH JUST SAID, THAT IF EVIL HAD 
BEEN IN US WE WOULD HAVE DIED. YET WHEN WE HAD HIM IN SARASOTA, NOW [AT THAT 
TIME] HE SAID THERE WERE EVIL SPIRITS AMONG US, YET WHEN WE COME BACK TO THE 
HOUSE THE FLOWAHS DIED. THE FLOWAHS WERE NOT WITH US IN THE CAR. SO CAN YO ' 
EXPLAIN THIS? AH MEAN WHAT, WHAT HAPPENED? THIS, THIS UH, THIS, THIS, THIS 
THING BUGS ME. YOU KNOW IT, IT 'S GOT ME A LITTLE LEARY BECAUSE AH DON 'T UNDER-
STAND NOW • • •  [MR. CUBBY IS VERY MUCH UPSET! ]  

WILLIS [TRIES TO SPEAK BUT IS TOO NERVOUS. ] 
CUBBY Yeah . How, uh , the sp irits , the evil spirits  or whatevah it was , was 

among us and we d idn ' t have the flowahs with us ? Why did the flowahs die? 
WALKER ' S  SON L ike mah fathah to ld yo ' ,  when yo ' re castin '  out evil spirits 

somethin ' must die . 
CUBBY Well , why did it have to b e  the flowahs ? Why couldn' t it , why couldn ' t  
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it , why couldn ' t it have been a ,  a cat or snake or dog or somethin ' ?  
WILLIS  Y eah , why did it have to be  that?  
WALKER ' S  SON Yo ' might have known and noticed that in every garden of res t 

[ cemetery? ] there ' s  always flowahs . 
CUBBY Oh yeah ! That ' s  correct . Well , in o thah words , flowahs , yo ' think ,  

a h  mean a h  don ' t wanna t o  • • •  

WILLIS In o thah words a spirit , some type of  sp irit dwells in flowahs . Is  
that what yo ' re sayin ' ? 

CUBBY Or are yo ' sayin ' flowahs is a symbo l of  d eath or somethin ' ?  
WILLIS Yeah . 
CUBBY What are yo ' really sayin ' ? Will yo ' explain a little  bit , little 

bet tah for us ? 
WALKER ' S  SON Ah ' m  s ayin ' that flowahs is a symbo l o f  l ife an ' death . 
CUBBY Oh , of life an'  dea th .  
WALKER' S  SON Mm hm .  Yo ' g ive flowahs t o  people who are s ick . Yo ' g ive 

f lowahs to tho s e  who have gone to res t .  
WILLIS Ah b eliev e ,  ah believe kinda of  f lowahs a s  immortal . I n  othah words 

yo ' re sayin ' flowahs is  some sort of  a word of  God .  S ome rel igions symbol of 
God . 

WALKER' S  SON Oh, no ah wouldn ' t  say that . 
WALKER [ Suddenly returns to waiting room .  This lat t er was certainly wired 

so  that he could lis ten to  the conversation within . P erhaps it was actually re
corded . An intercommunication sys t em ,  legal or ill egal is almos t  a safety meas
ure for any well-known palmis t  and o thers alone with al l sorts of strangers . To 
yell for help may not be pos s ib l e .  Evid ently Walker thought his s o n  need ed help . ] 

Well [ says Doator Walker ] let me • • •  int erc ed e  here a minute .  The reason those  
flowahs died was that someone associa t ed with this evil spirit is a great lover 
of f lowahs . Ah d id not return the sp irit of death on them .  Ah returned the 
spirit of death on the source that was closest to them .  

CUBBY Yo ' returned it  to , yo ' said ,  yo ' return the spell t o  that which was 
c los est to them? And you say they are a lover of flowahs . So what you are say
ing is that , uh • • •  

WILLIS Will all dere flowahs wither too or • • •  I mean at dere house? 
WALKER Yes . That was to get it  back from whence it came . 
WILLIS Now , Mr . Walkah , what about the flowahs that is growing , that is 

roo t ed in the ground? At the part iculah frame of  heal th? S ee Doatah? 
WALKER No . Yo ' see  ah warded off  this evil . It  was no t a strong evil , 

therefore all o f  the cut flowahs d ied . 
CUBBY Wait j ust a minute ! Wai t  j us t  a minute ! Ah think this tape is runnin ' 

a little low on this s id e  so we gonna close out side one of  the interview with 
Mr . Walkah . An ' uh before we close out Mr . Walkah ah want yo ' on the othah s ide 
o f  the tap e ,  on s ide two , to g ive us some exper ienc e yo ' ve had in root work.  An ' 
we want to briefly interview your son about how he got into the work - on s ide 
two . So  at this time we gonna turn ovah the tape to s id e  two and continue this 
interview with Doatah Z emah Walkah and his son , which [who ] will no t reveal his 
f irst  name to us . [ "This tape ends with very strange  noises . No t sure what : 
large animal growls?  traff ic? maybe j ust machine nois e but very s trange , "  s ays 
transcriber . ] 

CUBBY The voice you hear now is the vo ice of  Clarence Cubby . WE 'RE ON SIDE 
TWO OF THIS TAPE WITH THE INTERVIEW OF DOCTAH WALKAH AN '  HIS SON. WE WON 'T BE 
ABLE TO GET "DOCTAH" WALKAH HIMSELF ON THIS SIDE OF THE TAPE, BECAUSE HE JUST 
HAD A RUSH OF PEOPLE TO COME IN WHO WANTED TO GO INTO CONSULTATION WITH HIM! 
[THE DANGER SIGNAL HAD BEEN GIVEN BEFORE "DOCTOR" WALKER HAD LEFT HIS CONSULTA-
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TION ROOM! ] But we do  have his son here whom we  w i l l  speak to  an ' f ind o u t  how 
did he get into the work , an ' the work that he has done an ' things like this . 
So the voic es that yo ' hear again is the voice of C larence Cubby , the o thah con
tact man, Mr . Charles Willis , and Doctah Walkah ' s  son , whom we can ' t reveal his , 
get to revea l  his f irst name , becaus e he is a s tudent in high school , and he r e
fus es to be r evea led . S o  at this time , Mr . Walkah we ' d  like fo ' yo ' to tell us 
how yo ' got s tart ed in the work an ' a little about the work and t hings of this 
sort . So in your own way would • • •  

WILLIS A f ew incidents , at least a f ew p eop l e you run a servic e for , we ' d  
like to know something that yo ' d id to help? 

CUBBY So at this t ime it ' s  all yours . 
WALKER ' S  SON EVERYTHIN ' THAT AH KNOW, IT WAS TAUGHT TO ME BY MAH FATHAH. 

BUT AH WAS BORN WITH A VEIL ON MAH FACE AN ' AH POSSESS POWAHS OF MAH OWN. 
CUBBY Yo ' say yo ' were born with a veil on your face? 
WALKER ' S  SON Yes . 
CUBBY OH YES. WHAT TYPE OF POWAHS DO YO ' HA VE? 
WALKER ' S  SON POWAH? WOULD YO ' LIKE FO ' ME TO BLIND YO ' RIGHT NOW? 
CUBBY BLIND ME? NO, NO, NO, DEFINITELY NOT. DEFINITELY NOT. [LAUGHS. ] 
WILLIS ONLY WANT TO KNOW WHAT KIND OF POWAHS YO ' GOT. [LAUGHS. ] 
CUBBY AH MEAN YO ' DON 'T HAVE TO REVEAL THE POWAH TO ME. AH WOULDN 'T LIKE TO 

BE BLIND. [LAUGHS. ] BUT YO ' DO HAVE THE POWAH TO BLIND PEOPLE AND THINGS OF 
THIS SORT? 

WALKER ' S  SON YES. 
CUBBY Now let me ask yo ' a quest ion right here then.  Have yo ' evah used 

your powahs fo ' evil? Or do yo ' use ' em  j us '  fo ' good to help people? 
WALKER ' S  SON Fo ' good . 
CUBBY Only f o ' good ? 
WALKER 1 S SON Yes . 
CUBBY Oh ! 
WILLIS Well,  excus e me , Mis tah Walkah . Ah was tol ' fo ' peopl e tha ' was born 

with veils could see spirit , is tha ' true? 
WALKER ' S  SON Yes , it ' s  tru e .  
CUBBY Have yo ' evah seen any spirits ?  
WALKER ' S  SON O h  • • •  qui t e  a f ew .  
WILLIS Ah mean , what form are they in , mean do yo ' s ee ' em a s  animals or o r  

some kind o '  form yo ' s ee in s torybook or what?  
WALKER ' S  SON No , yo ' s ee s p irits of people by wha ' yo ' thought o '  them when 

they was here .  If  yo ' thought o '  a f ellah a s  bein ' d irty a s  a dog , perhap s yo ' 
may see him as a dog . 

CUBBY Oh yeah . Wel l ,  that maybe • • •  

WILLIS Tell me this . At any time that yo ' s een a sp irit can yo ' recognize 
the person from tha ' form? Is tha ' pos s ible? 

WALKER ' S SON Yes . 
CUBBY Well , t ell me this . Now yo ' said somethin ' about yo ' thought o '  a 

p erson as bein '  as dirty as a dog yo ' might s ee them as a dog . Wel l ,  do they 
have a human face? Do they have their r egulah face an ' a dog ' s  body or do they 
have a dog face an ' yo ' j us '  know tha ' s  them? 

WALKER ' S  SON He was righ t .  He has the face of a human an ' the body of a dog . 
CUBBY Have yo ' evah s een anyone as a dog ? 
WALKER ' S  SON No , ah haven' t .  
WILLIS Wel l ,  can yo ' talk to these sp irits in a type o '  way? 
WALKER ' S  SON Yo ' communicate with ' em , yes . 
CUBBY Now, b efo ' we go  too far ah wanna ask yo ' about somethin ' .  Have yo ' 
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evah, l et ' s  see,  tha ' would be your great-grandmothah then . Would tha ' b e  his 
great grandmothah? Yo ' know his fathah ' s  grandmothah? [ Quest ion direct ed to 
Wil lis . ]  

WILLIS 
CUBBY 

spirit ? 

His fathah ' s grandmothah , his great-grandmothah . 
Yeah , yeah . Well have yo ' evah seen your great-grandmo thah in a 

WALKER ' S  SON Yes , ah have . 
CUBBY Wel l ,  how did she come to yo ' ?  
WALKER ' S  SON As a b ird . 
CUBBY As a b ird ? 
WALKER ' S  SON Yes . 
CUBBY Oh ! hm .  Wel l ,  well we won ' t dwell on this too much . We gonna l et yo ' 

go ahead at your own way an ' t el l  us some , some • • •  
WILLIS S ome o '  the incidents .  
CUBBY Some o '  the experiences you ' ve had? 
WILLIS In this work. 
CUBBY An ' the things  tha ' yo ' have done fo ' people ,  because yo ' know, as yo ' 

fathah explain to us , tha ' yo ' had done a lot o '  his work.  An ' yo ' say yours elf 
tha ' yo ' have powah , so we wish tha ' yo ' would tell us a few o '  the thin ' s ,  tell 
us anythin ' yo ' want , know about , yo ' want us to know about the work. 

WALKER ' S  SON Well , there ' s  a couple o '  thin ' tha ' ah can ' t r eveal , but ah 
tell yo ' one s ervice tha ' ah rendahed . A lady came t o  see mah fathah an' he 
wasn ' t  here .  By me being his ass is tant , ah rendahed the service mahs elf . She 
had a probl em  about her husban ' . He would get paid , he wouldn ' come home , an ' 
he stayed out with a certain woman, day in an ' day out . So aftah hearin ' the 
lady ' s  s tory , ah tol ' her to go an ' get the liver of a cat . 

CUBBY Yo ' said the l ivah of a cat ? Why did it  have to be a cat? 
WALKER ' S  SON Jus ' like ah tol ' yo ' at the b eg innin '  there are c ertain thin ' s 

tha ' can ' t be revealed . 
CUBBY All right , okay . 
WALKER ' S  SON An' she brought this cat livah to me . Ah kept i t  fo ' three 

days . 
CUBBY Yo ' kep t it fo ' three days ? 
WALKER ' S  SON Yes . An '  af tah she came an ' picked it up , she kept it fo ' 

three days in her freezah . 
CUBBY Mm .  She had to keep it , she had to keep it three days?  
WALKER ' S  SON Y es . 
CUBBY Now , ah no t ice  yo ' said tha ' yo ' kept it fo ' three days f irs ' , an ' she 

kept it fo '  three days? Was this all part  of , was this necessary? • • •  

WALKER ' S  SON Quit e  necessary - quit e ,  quit e �  necessary . 
CUBBY Oh yeah ! All right . 
WALKER ' S  SON An ' she went an ' bought some pork livah . 
CUBBY Did yo ' hav e ,  did yo ' t ell  ' er to do this ? Did yo ' have her to buy it? 
WALKER ' S  SON Yes , ah did . 
CUBBY Oh , yes ! [ These two words can be sounded in many ways ! ]  
WALKER' S  SON An ' ah had her • • •  ah had her to cut • • •  to take this cat livah an ' 

.ate gravy - make gravy . An ' s immah the gravy fo ' three minutes . 
CUBBY Well lemme ,  b efo ' yo ' go  on any furthah with your s tory . Now ah no

ticed everythin' is go in ' in thr ee ' s .  
YALKER ' S SON Yes . 
CUBBY Uh would yo ' care to  explain t o  us why everythin ' had to be in three ' s .  

Ah see yo '  said yo ' kep t the eat ' s  livah fo ' three days an ' she kept  it fo ' three 
darB· Yo' bad ' er to make gravy out o '  this cat livah an ' s tmmah it f o '  three , 
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three , wha ' yo ' say ,  three minutes ? 
WALKER ' S  SON Yes . 
CUBBY Well now , this pork livah tha ' she bought . Wha ' was the purpose o '  

this pork livah? Wha ' she do with this?  
WALKER ' S  SON She  use  the pork livah to help make the gravy an ' to covah up 

this cat livah . 
CUBBY Oh yes , well did she cook the pork livah? 
WALKER ' S  SON Three minutes . 
CUBBY Oh, she cooked the pork l ivah f o '  three minu t es too? 
WALKER 1 S SON Yes . 
CUBBY Well with this done , well did she cook the pork livah with the cat 

livah or cook the cat livah s epretly [ separately ] . 
WALKER ' S  SON Yes she did • • •  she cooked it tuhgethah . 
CUBBY Oh she cook it togethah . All right , go ahead , ah didn ' t mean to in

t errup t yo ' .  But ah was j us '  tryin'  to get uh • • •  An '  aftah makin ' this gravy , 
which she simmahed fo ' three minutes , she was to feed it to him every third day .  

WALKER ' S  SON Every third day . 
CUBBY Oh yes . 
WALKER ' S SON Mm hm .  Well , she went accordin ' to wha ' ah had tol ' ' er .  Ah 

even explained to ' er wha ' was gonna happen ovah a per iod of f ourteen day . 
CUBBY Ovah a period of  fourteen days . 
WALKER ' S  SON An ' aftah fourt een days seven mor e  days was to follow in accord

in ' . 
CUBBY Uh huh . 
WALKER ' S  SON Which is twenty-one days .  An ' there is three s evens in twenty-

one. 
CUBBY That ' s  correct . 
WALKER ' S  SON Uh huh . 
CUBBY Wel l ,  what d id happen? What d id happen? 
WILLIS Yeah . 
WALKER ' S  SON Her husban ' , each day tha ' she would f eed this to him,  he b egan 

to g et smallah an' smallah an' weak, in his s i z e .  
CUBBY O h  yes . 
WILLIS Well d id he , d id he s top runnin ' aroun ' or j us '  what? 
WALKER ' S  SON Yes . S eems as dough [ though ] he r ealized tha ' wha ' he done was 

wrong . 
WILLIS Well , did he  evah r egain tha ' weight ?  
WALKER ' S  SON Yes . 
WILLIS ' Cause ah know yo ' remembah yo ' said yo ' d id no evil to people , yo ' 

only did good . 
CUBBY Wel l ,  well when did he r egain his weight? 
WALKER ' S  SON Aftah twenty-one days ! ! !  [What a clever answer ! ]  
CUBBY Oh yes , af tah de twenty-one days . 
WALKER 1 S SON Mm hm .  
CUBBY Well , uh Mis tuh Walkah , yore fathah to l '  u s  tha ' as Mistah Wi llis was 

sayin' ,  yo ' did no evil , yet yo ' took weight off o '  this man an ' yo ' took, took 
everythin ' .  He had it pretty rough with this . What was the purpose o '  doin '  
this ? If this , if this wasn ' t  evil then • • •  explain it to me a little b ettah . Ah 
mean, ah can' t get an ' undahs tandin '  o '  wha ' yo ' re sayin ' becaus e • • •  

WALKER ' S  SON This wasn ' t  do in ' him any type o '  harm. This was tryin ' to help 
h im .  

CUBBY O h ,  helping . him . Save his family . 
WALKER ' S  SON Save his family . 
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CUBBY Well in your experiences have yo ' evah done harm to anyone? Have any
one evah come to yo ' to put evil spells on peopl e? Have they come fa ' yo ' to 
remove evil spells? 

WALKER ' S  SON Remove . 
CUBBY Oh, that ' s  all yo ' do is remove evil spells?  
WALKER ' S  SON Yes . 
CUBBY Yo '  don ' cas t any? 
WALKER ' S  SON No . 
CUBBY Well now , wha ' would yo ' think of  a person that come to yo ' fo '  yo ' 

to blind anothah person . When yo ' say yo ' have this powah to blind somebody? 
Would yo ' ,  would yo ' bl ind them? 

WALKER ' S  SON No . 
CUBBY Yo ' would not ?  
WALKER ' S SON No . 
CUBBY Well , could yo ' remove this blindness from a person? Like yo ' tal ' 

me j us '  now when ah ask yo ' uh about yore powahs . Yo ' ask me would ah like fo ' 
yo ' to blind me . Could yo ' remove this bl indness from me if yo ' put it on me? 

WALKER ' S  SON Yes ah could . 
CUBBY Would it take a few seconds or would it take a period o f  t ime? 
WALKER ' S  SON A period of  t ime .  
CUBBY A period o f  t ime . 
WALKER ' S  SON Yes . 
CUBBY But yet yo ' could remove it?  
WALKER ' S  SON Yes . 
CUBBY Well , ah don ' think ah want yo ' to blind me . Ah think maybe • • •  

[ Laughs . ]  
WILLIS 
CUBBY 
WILLIS 
CUBBY 

Walkah? 

Ah wouldn ' t wanna try it . [Laughs . ]  
Oh , why don ' t yo ' let him blind yo ' ,  Mr . Willis ?  [ Laughs . ]  

No . [All laugh . ] 
Well is there anythin ' else tha ' yo ' would like to tell us Mis tah 

WALKER ' S  SON No , ah ' ve gone as far as ah can . Ah would really like to  help 
yo ' a little more , but ah have went as far as ah am permitted to  go . 

CUBBY Well , uh bein ' s tha ' your fathah ' s  in consultat ion with othah people 
now , do yo ' think tha ' it would be possible if we could interview him again an ' 
get a deepah undahs tandin ' ?  • •  An '  wha ' we would really like to  find out ,  maybe  
yo ' could tell  us , if  yo ' get  yore fathah ' s permission ,  yo ' know . The things 
he has done , ah mean . Yo ' know some o '  the things tha ' he has done , don ' t yo ' ,  
in his work? 

WALKER ' S  SON Yes . 
CUBBY How long have yo ' been workin ' as your father ' s  assis tant? About ten 

years?  
WALKER' S SON Yes . 
CUBBY How old are yo ' now? 
WALKER ' S  SON Ah ' m  nineteen .  
CUBBY You ' re ninet een? So at the age o f  nine years yo ' s tarted? 
WALKER ' S  SON Yes . 
CUBBY Well how do yo ' feel about this work? Do yo ' think , since yo ' ve been 

workin ' in it , do yo '  think tha ' root work has changed very much or has no t 
changed at  all? 

WALKER ' S SON Yes it has changed . 
CUBBY It has changed? 
WALKER ' S SON Yes . 
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CUBBY Is it fo ' the good or the bad? 
WALKER ' S  SON Fo ' the good . 
CUBBY Fo ' the good? 
WALKER ' S  SON Yes . 
CUBBY MR. WILLIS, WOULD YO ' LIKE TO ASK HIM SOMETHIN ' ?  
WILLIS NO, AH WAS STILL THINKIN ' MORE ABOUT THOSE FLOWAHS. IN FACT AH 'M 

THINKIN ' BOUT THOSE FLOWAHS. [EVERYONE LAUGHS. ] 
CUBBY WELL, AH MEAN AH AM CONCERNED ABOUT THOSE TOO. 
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WILLIS AH WANNA TALK TO HIM AGAIN. AH REALLY CAN 'T UNDERSTAN ' THOSE FLOWAHS. 
THAT 'S WHAT 'S GOT ME. 

[ Somewhere in HOODOO we have another flower tr ick , f lowers spring up out s ide 
a house overnight .  This too happened in Missis sipp i ,  see Index . ] 

CUBBY Well  look anyhow , while ah ' m  talkin ' to yo ' here .  We want to g ive yo ' 
a little token of , let ' s  see , appreciat ion fo ' yore time , so ah guess we , let ' s  
s ee .  Wha ' should we give him , a l i t t l e  token of his , yo ' know fo ' the t ime we • • •  

WILL I S  Well , ah give him the • • •  give him tha ' . 
CUBBY Okay tha ' s good . We ' ll • • •  here ' s a l i t t l e  token fo ' yo ' .  An ' we ' ll 

g ive your fa thah a l i t t l e  s omet hin ' .  An ' we would like to int erview yo ' some 
o thah t ime . 

WILLIS AH 'M STILL THINKIN ' ABOUT THOSE FLOWAHS. 
CUBBY AH, AH 'M FLABBAHGASTED RIGHT NOW. AH, AH 'M WONDAHRING HAVE YO ' EVAH, 

LEMME ASK YO ' ONE OTHAH QUESTION BEFO ' WE, BEFO ' WE CLOSE THIS OUT. HA VE YO ' 
EVAH HEARD YOUR FATHAH TALK ABOUT YOUR GRANDMOTHAH? AH KNOW HE SAID THA ' SHE 
DISAPPEARED AN '  THE BIRD DISAPPEAHED, AN '  THEY ' VE  NEVAH LOCATED HER OR ANYTHIN ' .  
HA VE THEY EVAH, YO ' KNOW, SEEN HER IN A VISION OR ANYTHIN ' OF THIS SORT? 

WALKER ' S SON THEY HAVE LOCATED THE BIRD. 
CUBBY THEY LOCATED THE BIRD? 
WALKER ' S  SON YES. 
CUBBY WELL, DO YO ' Kl!IOW WHERE THEY LOCATED THE BIRD? AH MEAN IS THE BIRD 

STILL ALIVE ? 
WALKER ' S  SON NO HE 'S NOT. 
CUBBY WELL, HOW DO YO ' KNOW THIS IS THE SAME BIRD? 
WALKER ' S  SON WELL BY THIS LITTLE RING THA ' MAH GRANDMOTHAH, GREAT- GRANDMOTHAH 

AH SHOULD SAY, HAD ON THE LEG OF THE BIRD. 
CUBBY AH YES. 
WILL I S  UH HUH. 
CUBBY VERY GOOD. THIS WAS HOW THEY IDENTIFIED IT? WELL, WHERE DID THEY FIND 

THE BIRD? 
WALKER ' S SON WELL, HE WAS ON AN OUTHOUSE. AN ' AH GUESS YO ' KNOW WHA ' THEY IS? 
CUBBY OH YES, WE KNOW WHA ' A OUTHOUSE IS. [LAUGHS. ] 
WALKER '  S SON UH HUH. 
CUBBY WELL, WELL TELL ME THIS • • •  YOUR FATHAH TOL ' US EARLIAH THA ' THIS BIRD 

WAS HALF AN ' HALF. HE WAS HALF BLACK BIRD AN ' HALF OWL, AN '  THA ' YOUR GRAND-
MOTHAH MADE THE BIRD. HAD YO ' EVAH SEEN THE BIRD BEFO ' THEN? 

WALKER ' S  SON NO. 
CUBBY HAD YO ' EVAH SEEN A PICTURE OF HIM OR ANYTHIN ' ?  
WALKER '  S SON YES. 
CUBBY DO YO ' ALL HA VE A PICTURE OF THIS? 
WALKER ' S  SON YES. 
CUBBY UH WELL AH WAS WONDAHRIN ' .  NOW WE, WE UH • • •  

WILLIS [Words not clear . ] 
CUBBY THEY HAVE A PICTURE OF IT. 
WILLIS ARE YO ' ALLOWED TO SHOW THA ' PICTURE TO ANYONE? 
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WALKER 1 S SON NO. 
WILLIS A H  SURE WOULD LIKE TO SEE IT. 
CUBBY AH WOULD TOO. 
WILLIS AH WONDAH., WOULD YOUR FATHAH PROB 'LY LET US SEE THE PICTURE? 
WALKER ' S  SON NO. 
CUBBY YO ' HAVE SEEN THE PICTURE THOUGH YOURSELF? 
WALKER 1 S SON YES. MANY TIMES. 
[ Mixed species of animals of  course is an ancient theme , the mermaid for ex

ample :  lower body of f ish, upper body of woman. And anyone brought up on fairy 
tales knows that a wicked witch use to change a prince into a frog , whose  only 
chance of resuming his own shape was to f ind a girl who would fall in love with 
him.  But to create a b ird , one half of it  owl and the other half of it black
bird , with the d ividing l ine running down from the center of  the head to b etween 
the feet - this is something for the geneticist s of the future . I suggest that 
our imposs ible bird is a known folk- tale theme or a theme in the process of b eing 
created . Mr . Cubby suggests  why the bird r everted to a blackbird . I suggest the 
blackb ird was a tame crow kept in the house and the owl remaining wild lived in 
the attic of this large house ,  and gossip did the res t .  O r  - heaven forbid - the 
docto'l" may have manufactured the tale .  ] 

CUBBY This would • • •  Well look man, wouldn ' t  he int erview with the Rev . Mistah 
Hyatt , who we ' re workin ' fo ' , the gentleman who is comp iling this informat ion fo ' 
the book, as we explained to  your fathah? But we would l ike very much if yo ' 
would talk to your fathah about it • • •  

WILL I S  Interviewing by Mr . Hyat t . 
CUBBY Yeah , ah wish he would approve of  talkin ' to Mr . Hyatt . Ah mean ex

plain to him tha ' poss ibly they have thin ' s ,  yo ' know, of  interest tha ' he could 
t ell Mis tah Hyatt . An ' we could no t ,  we wouldn ' t  think to covah . Ah mean be
caus e he ' s  very much more experienced in this than we are , 

WILLIS True.  
CUBBY Yo ' know, he could ask him thin ' s .  Yo ' know he could ask • • •  
WILLIS We wouldn' t  know what to ask • • •  

CUBBY Because yo ' know Mr . Willis hims elf is a root doctah . [ Author Hyatt 
doubted this . ] Did yo ' know that? 

WALKER ' S  SON No , ah d idn ' t .  [See Wil lis or Charles material in his later 
interview. ] 

CUBBY Well , he is a root doctah himself . An ' this , about this pictur e .  Ah 
mean ah' m  sure Mistah Hyatt would nevah reveal seein ' it , if your fathah would 
let him s ee it . Ah mean, ah ' m  sure he would be very much interest ed in seein ' 
it . Wel l ,  do yo ' think yo ' prob ' ly could talk to him? An ' see what he would 
say an ' get in touch with me? Yo ' know mah phone numbah an ' everythin ' ,  tha ' s 
correct ?  

WALKER ' S SON Yes , ah ' ll talk to mah fathah . 
CUBBY Well , ah guess we bettah clos e this tape out now, b ecause we j ust 

about covahed all we could , cause without your fathah now, him in consultat ion 
an ' everythin ' ,  ah don ' t think there ' s  anythin ' else  we could covah . [Yet here 
at the very end came a surpris e ! ] 

WALKER ' S  SON YO ' WAS ASKIN ' ME ABOUT THE BIRD., WHEN THEY FOUND HIM. 
CUBBY Yes ? 
WALKER ' S  SON WHEN THEY FOUND HIM HE WAS A BLA CKBIRD. 
CUBBY AH., HE WAS A COMPLETE BLACKBIRD THEN? 
WALKER ' S SON COMPLETELY BLACK. 
CUBBY WELL WAIT A MINUTE NOW. HAD HE CHANGED TO A COMPLETE BLACKBIRD? 
WALKER ' S  SON YES. 
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CUBBY THERE WAS NO HALF AN ' HALF OF HIM ANYMO ' ?  
WALKER ' S  SON HE WAS A COMPLETE LITTLE BLACKBIRD WITH OWL FEET. 
WILLIS WHA ' , WHA ' COLAH WAS HE? 
CUBBY YEAH? 
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WALKER ' S  SON HE WAS HALF BLACK OF BLACKBIRD. THE OTHAH HALF WAS BROWN, WITH 
A DARK TAN LIKE AN OWL . 

CUBBY NOW THA ' S  AMA ZIN ' . NOW HE HAD TURNED TO A COMPLETE BLACKBIRD YOU SAY? 
WILLIS IN OTHAH WORDS HE HAD LOST HIS OWL FORM? HE HAD LOST THA ' FORM OF AN 

OWL COMPLETELY? 
WALKER ' S  SON YEAH. 
WILLIS WELL, NOW WAIT A MINUTE, WAIT JUST A MINUTE. IF YO ' THINK BACK NOW. 

AH REMEMBAH YOUR FATHAH SAID THAT YOUR GRANDMOTHAH DIED RIGHT AFTAH SHE TRANS
FERRED HER POWAHS TO HIM? 

WALKER ' S  SON YES. 
CUBBY AN ' THIS BIRD, AN ' OWL IS WISE. YO ' KNOW THA ' DON ' T  YO ' ?  
WALKER ' S SON YEAH. 
CUBBY SO POSSIBLY HIS GRANDMOTHAH MUST HAVE LOST HER WISENESS WHEN SHE TRANS-

FERRED IT TO HIM. AN ' THIS IS WHY THE BIRD, YO ' THINK THIS IS WHY THE BIRD • • •  

WILLIS WHY THE BIRD LOST HIS OTHAH FORM? 
CUBBY • • •  LOST HIS FORM [AS ] AN OWL ?  
WALKER ' S SON YES. 
CUBBY Ah yes . Well look, yo ' talk to your fathah fo ' me an ' here ' s  a l it

tle somethin ' els e [ extra money ] fo ' yo ' .  An ' yo ' talk to your fathah an ' we ' ll 
get back in contact with yo ' . An ' would yo ' give this ,  this to your fathah also ? 
Give this to  him [money for father ' s  part in int erview] . 

WALKER ' S  SON Yes . 
CUBBY An ' uh the othah [money previously g iven] is f o ' yo ' .  A l it tle token 

of appreciation fo ' this . An ' yo ' talk to him an ' yo ' g ive me a call any t ime , 
day or night . An ' let me know if he ' ll talk to Mis tah Hyat t .  Ah would like very 
much fo ' him to uh talk to Mis tah Hyatt ,  ' cause  he [ your father ] could t ell him a 
lot more thin ' s an ' he [ Hyatt ] could f ind out more than we can , because the ques
t ion tha ' we would prob ' ly ask him wouldn ' t  be of very much interest to people . 
An ' like ah say b efo ' , Mr . Hyat t would know wha ' would be of interest ,  an ' ah 
mean wha ' would be important things to ask. So at this t ime we gonna close out 
this tape an'  the interview with Doctah Zemah Walkah an ' with his son , who we 
j us t  interviewed on this side . So this is the vo ice of C larence Cubby an ' the 
vo ice of contact man Charles Willis closing out s ide two of the tape of the in
terview of Doctah Walkah an ' his son in Palmetto , Florida . 

CUBBY AND CHARLES AND I DISCUSS WALKER 

HYATT This is j us t  a comment about the cassette you made on Doctor Walker . 
You did that Friday?  

CUBBY Friday , yes . 
HYATT Friday night [when I listened to the tape ] I thought it was extremely 

interest ing . Now what I did Sunday when I left here [ Cubby ' s  home ] I took a nap 
for about an hour , then I started to listen to this cas s et t e  and a half and I 
transcribed it roughly . There are places where you have to go back sometimes 
two times and play it to get the exact wording and where the end was a litt le 
bit weak. I think we can get all the words . I was very much interested at that 
place where all of a sudden he [Walker ] saw the sp irits ,  very dramat ically , you 
see .  The sp ir its  are beginning to bother him, he smelled trickery and that sort 
of thing . Now, do you think that was a part of the busines s to get you back to 
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the house to try that f lower trick? 
CUBBY I think very much so . 
HYATT Wel l ,  what do you think about it  Charles ? 
CHARLES OR WILLIS Ah think it wus . 
HYATT You think it was ?  
CHARLES Ah think it was j us ' t o  get u s  to g o  back t o  the hous e to watch the 

flowahs . 
CUBBY Actually I think what it wus , at j us '  about that po in ' he had found 

we were bein '  truthful wit ' im . 
HYATT I see .  [ Birds ( sparrows ) can be heard chirp ing loudly in background . 

Thes e were in the c eilingless front porch . ] 
CUBBY An ' there wus no longer any need to continue to invest igat e us , yo ' 

know . I guess he felt he • • •  gained confidence wit us . This wus the po int where 
we went back to the house . The guy was re ' ly [ really] well he seemed re ' ly ,  
r e ' ly • • •  I dunno , how yo ' say when the spirit r e ' ly come over yo ' ,  yo ' know when 
yore eyes rol l back. 

HYATT Well he put on a good act what ever it was . You f elt  he was rea l ly 
s eeing sp irits or felt them or something of that sor t ?  

CUBBY Yes . 
HYATT I think you also put on a good ac t although it was very sincere . You 

got a lit t l e  bit ho t under the co llar . Didn ' t he? [ As king Charles . ]  He d idn ' t 
like for him to say he was trying to  trick him .  I thought it was very good , 
d idn ' t you? 

CHARLE S  Yeah , yeah . 
HYATT What did you think of the situat ion at that time? Of course ,  I didn ' t 

see the man . What did he look l ike? 
CUBBY Oh , he was a lit tle short , dark-complected man . He seemed very f ierce 

looking . He looked like he had lived a rough l if e .  He had cuts and scrapes on 
his face and he was dressed wit a b lack tam on ' is head - looked like a tam.  

HYATT Like a what ? 
CUBBY A tam, yo ' know these hat s  yo ' pull down on the s ide of the head . 
HYATT On the side of the head . Something like a beret ? What do you call 

them? 
CUBBY Like a beret , yes . 
HYATT Yes , a beret or something of that sort . 
CUBBY Then I think it was a big di ' mon ' [ diamond ] look like a d i ' mon ' -

might have been cut glass . [ Static here . I think Mr . Cubby is descr ib ing a 
ring Walker was wearing . ]  He was dressed - I would say he was dressed rather 
expens ively . He had a black s ilk suit on,  black shirt an ' white t ie ,  his b lack 
beret an ' everythin ' . He was really somethin ' to s ee .  

HYATT D o  you think h e  was try ing t o  look pro fess ional - like a pro fess ional 
man? 

CUBBY I think he was try in ' to look more ,  let ' s  see,  I say a little more 
exclus ive-like ,  yo ' know. Like he was way up in the worl ' , l ike he was someone 
who almos t owns the worl ' .  

HYATT I see . 
CUBBY He wore the best o f  everythin ' .  Everythin ' he had on was s ilk j us t  

about , 
HYATT 
CUBBY 

Oh,  good , good . 
Look like he was experienced , he was makin ' a pret ty good l ivin ' at 

whatevah he was do in' . 
HYATT I see .  Do you feel • • •  now , there toward the end , people came , he had 

t o  see them and you talked to the son,  his son s t il l  in high s chool .  Do you 
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think tho s e  people • • •  that it was planned for them to come while you were ther e 
or do ·you think they ac tua lly came? 

CUBBY We dis cuss ed this , Charles and I ,  on the way back. I think they had 
thes e peop le already scheduled for thes e  hour s and he knew this but he wanted us 
to be to the hous e j us ' to  see the flock that was comin ' . Jus ' to see that he 
had • • • 

HYATT Other people  coming . 
CUBBY Right . 
HYATT I s ee .  
CUBBY Jus t  to validate hi s • • •  

HYATT That you weren ' t do ing him - any special favor to him. 
CUBBY Yes . 
HYATT Now what about the boy? 
CUBBY The boy? Oh , heavy-s et . I ' d  say about 190 . 
HYATT A heavy-set boy . Was he short like his father? 
CUBBY No , he was tall and there was not very much resemblance at all because 

the boy himself was light-complect ed . He [ f ather ] was very dark-complected . 
HYATT I s e e .  I s ee .  I was very much int eres t ed when he said , "Do you want 

to b e  b linded? " Would you want to be bl ind ed? [Hyat t laughs . ] And you laughed , 
you didn ' t seem frightened .  

CUBBY I was f rightened but I d idn ' t want ' im  to know I was fr ightened . [ Al l  
laugh . ] 

HYATT A 19 year old boy , what do you think? I don ' t recall some of the thing s 
he said . H e  s eemed rather mature for 1 9  wouldn ' t you say? 

CHARLES Y eah . He had l earnt a lo t  in 19 yeahs . He seemed to b e  bettah 
schooled than av ' rage 1 9  yeah old s . 

HYATT He seemed even mor e  matur e ,  didn ' t he , to you? 
CUBBY S eemed like he had a gr eat deal of  experiences , he knew a lot more 

about things than o ther guys his age .  He seemed very mature .  
HYATT I n  o ther words he grew up o n  this sort of  thing his father d id . 
CUBBY What did he say?  He was 10 or 8 or s omethin ' when he started in? 
CHARLES Yeah . 
HYATT So  he would have around 8 or 10 years o f  i t . 
CUBBY I mean that was • • •  I think that was part of his matur ity b ecause  its • • •  

HYATT Do you think that the boy didn ' t tell everything he knew? 
CUBBY I think he held back b ecaus e he s eemed to b e  holdin ' back , sayin ' only 

what he was to l '  to say . 
HYATT Wel l I think,  under the circums tances , two strangers  - I think both o f  

them did fa irly well don' t you o r  not ?  
CUBBY W e  had been over a coupla [ couple of ] hour s . We j ust about s earched 

up and down before we could get him to t ell us anythin ' . Just about • • •  he looked 
us over pret ty much so . [ This s ta t ement unclear - static on tap e . ]  

HYATT He d idn ' t want to t alk to you at al l? 
CUBBY Well I think he wanted to talk but he didn ' want us to know that he 

wanted to talk.  
HYATT I see . 
CUBBY Want ed to  be sort o f  res erved . 
HYATT I see.  
CUBBY I had to p ersuad e • • •  wel l ,  I didn ' wan ' to say that he was eager to  

talk . The way he act ed he want ed to  show us  that it didn ' mat t er whether he  
talked or not ,  tha t  he could do without us , yo ' know . 

HYATT Yes , I know . Wel l af t er all these thing s  are really problems . I ' m 
not going to  see tho se same f ell�ws again , I ' m go ing t o  see a different man . 
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Wil l I see the same two? [ Cubby answers but he is not clo s e  enough to micro
phone and does no t come through plainly . ]  Wel l ,  who ' s  coming today?  [ Cubby 
says something here again but it is unclear . ]  The man you interviewed is coming? 

CUBBY I t  might be the same one . He tol ' us he wasn ' t  the same one , says he 
is the [ emphasiz es the word the ] Walker ! ! !  

HYATT So we don ' t know exactly who is coming ? 
CUBBY No we don ' t know exac ' ly .  We wil l know the car when we s ee it and he 

knows us when he sees us . 
HYATT I see .  Chances are he ' ll br ing his son along . 
CUBBY Yes . 
HYATT Goo d .  
CUBBY His sons seems very much indep [ in depth]  i n  the work . 
HYATT I think he is very serious about it . I was • • • 

CUBBY He ' s  short , he ' s  short-stated , he ' s  right to the po int . That ' s  it , 
yo ' can ' t get him to really g ive you a detailed answer . 

HYATT Uh huh. I think what we ' ll have to try to do , I ' m  certain , as I say 
it is not so much the actual formula . Well you take , say 10 guinea s eeds or 
something like that and gr ind them up . Now if there is a formula you do this 
every other 3 days - that sort of thing . You say you take 12 guinea seeds , then 
the next 3 days you take off 9 - that sort of thing . If you get a good formula 
you have something . Do you see what  I mean? I mean it ' s  of interes t .  But usu
ally the formula is b et t er if you have a story or an actual experienc e  of some 
kind with it , you see . [Negot iat ions cont inued but we never saw the Walkers 
again . ] 

WOMACK THE BISHOP - TEMPLE FOUNDER - SPEAKS OUT 
LASHES OUT - REMARKABLE HUMAN DOCUMENT BY ONE 
OF THE GREAT PERSONS IN THESE VOLUMES OF HOODOO 
YOU WILL SEE HIM WITH ARM ABOUT ME - BOTH OF US 
WE STANDING AGAINST HIS TEMPLE BUS AMONG THOSE 
ILLUSTRATIONS AT END OF VOLUME 3 - WE ARE ON 
HIS PROPERTY � ITS LARGE HOUSE SHELTERING A FEW 
UNFORTUNATE PEOPLE - ONE OF WHOM WE SHALL MEET 
PATIENTS OFTEN KEPT IN HEALER ' S  HOME p . 45 2 8 ,  L . 49 
WOMACK AS HEALER MET PERSONS UNCURED BY HOODOO 
DOCTORS - THUS HE WAS FAMILIAR WITH HOODOO WORK 
HOW HE BECAME A BISHOP NO ONE COULD EVER GUESS  

HYATT I think on  this first  s ide we  ought to have something about you person
ally . Was this a gif t ?  Did you feel i t  early in life? Did it come [ suddenly ] ? 
Did anyone help you? A great many people start out of course preaching , then all 
of a sudden they turn into healer . I began work in the Ep iscopal Church in 1920 . 
I was one of  the f irst healers in the Episcopal Church ,  only I was do ing it - I 
had the Ep iscopal Church b ehind me . But when I started out [ in spiritual healin� 
it was s trange . We had people from all over C incinnat i and across the river in 
Kentucky . That church was j ammed every Thursday night . I didn ' t ,  the Rector had 
charge , he put me in , I didn ' t know anything about it . I mean this is how , some
body , you have to begin . You have to learn as you go along . [See vol . l ,  p . XXIV 
6 th paragraph through f irst paragraph p . XXV . ] How did you l earn? D id you learn 
as you went along ? Was there a gift ? Was there a revelation from God?  You t ell 
us about your l if e .  Take your time . There ' s  no hurry . 
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BI SHOP WOMACK Ah was born in Leesburg , Florida , 13th day of February , 19 16 . 
An ' we lef ' theah at the age of  foah yeah o le ,  came tub St . Petersburg , Florid a ,  
stayin ' heah wit mah mothah an ' fathah . W e  went down i n  Lake Wales , Florida in 
1920 . We lived theah fo ' about n ineteen yeahs . An' aftah that , comin ' up through 
school ,  af tah that t ime ,  ah began tub go out . We cadd ied , worked hard durin ' 
[ Great ] Depress ion , ten cent a '  hour fo ' the gol f  course  undah administration of  
Rogah W.  Baxton . So af tah that  ah l ef ' an ' went up in New York an ' worked in 
Fishers Island , New York, around Connecticut . [ Fishers I sland , 8 miles long , 1 
mile wide off northeas t  end o f  Long Is land , and off the south coast of  Connecti
cut , from which it is separated by F ishers I sland Sound , the island a summer 
r esort  and part of New York State . ] An ' durin '  that t ime , we comin ' along , met 
frien ' s .  [ Great ] Depress ion hit , so we went intuh othah sources tub try tub make 
obstacles meet . An ' through in that meetin ' that we began tub survive . Then 
went on wit this cookin ' at Mountain Lake Club . That  was down at Buck Towel in? 
Mountain Lake , [ Cavellein? ] they called it at the t ime . 

HYATT This Mounta in Lake , New Jersey ?  
BISHOP WOMACK Mountain Lake , Florida . So , growin ' o n  up , well a h  know at 

the age of thirteen ah saw Jesus appeah befo ' me . At the age of twen ' y-three 
ah saw him ag ' in appeah befo ' me . An ' ah was draf ted intuh the Unnided [Unit ed ] 
State Army , went in theah , came out wit uh small pension . An ' , when ah got outa 
the servic e ,  on dub count [ on account ] of  mah skin [ being b lack] ah couldn ' t  get 
a decent j ob .  S ee ah appl ied fo ' j obs , nobody can g ive me a j ob an ' , when ah did 
get a j ob , ah got it wit some people an ' they gave me $25 a week fo ' bein ' a 
f irs ' -c lass meat cuttah .  Ah had a fam ' ly tub support . An ' this man , he would 
look at people an ' [ as ]  they come in he would smile at ' em ,  look at ' em wit his 
eyes an ' his face he ' s  laughin' ,  an ' he would cut they throats  on the scales . 
An ' fo ' $ 2 5  per week ah had tub steal somewheah aroun ' about 500 or 200 or 1000 
dollahs [ for the boss ] . That shor t-cuttin '  people in the groc ' ries-meat depart
ment . An ' ah couldn ' t  make no money at it , so this man made me b ecome a thief -
a liah an ' a thief . An '  ah would take an ' s t eal an ' put meat ' roun ' mah wais ' 
an '  outsmart ed ' im . An ' when mine got f il led up , mah Frigidaire , then ah went 
down the road an ' began tuh sell it , that ah can have money tub pay mah insurance 
an ' buy c lo thes fo ' mah fam ' ly . 

An ' af tah that ah met a man one day , he came in an ' he called me Brothah 
[ emphas izes BROTHER] Womack . An ' af tah he called me Brothah Womack , he had a big 
s eegah [ cigar ] in ' is mouth , an ' had half of  that . An ' he was a big boy , a gang
stab .  He shook mah han ' an ' he lef ' me a 500 dol lah bill in mah han ' . He tole 
me tub meet ' im  Friday evenin ' . No quickah than ah get off  from work , s even 
o ' clock he was theah , wit him an ' his c ' ose  [ clos e ]  partnahs . We went out on 
the Davis Islan ' , an ' we had a big d innah out theah . Then he gave me a bow- tie 
of  three b il ls which was a hundad ( hundred ] dollahs each . [ Gave him 3 $ 100 bills 
t i ed together like a bow- t ie . ]  Well , ah was feel in '  good . So then he gave me 
a j ob .  A big j ob that ah ' ve had contac ' s . An ' ah contac ' an ' stayed wit this 
man ' til one day ah heard a voice say ah was anointed tub preach the Go spel . 

An '  ah talked back tub the vo ice an ' said , "Ah would rathah b e  a dog , than a 
preachah . "  An ' why ah said that , becuz ah have found out , people say they are 
religious an ' they gamblah , they l iah , they whol7emongah , they cheatah , they beat
aha , an ' the mos ' thing dat ah f ind dat a church ' ll �o mo ' robbin ' than look like 
tub me the gangstahs would . So ah d idn'  want tub b e .  So fo ' about s ix mont ' s  ah 
was [would ] go around tub the diff ' ren ' big men an ' we would drink, big t ime ! 
Preachahs was gamblin ' , they playin ' the dogs , playin ' the horses , playin ' Cuban 
numbahs , an' so enahway , ah began tub f eel a spiritual guidanc e .  Ah would s ing 
an ' pray daily , but ah s t il l  would drink an ' run aroun'  wit the othah men ' s 
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wives although ah had a wife of  mah own . An ' yet , s t ill , that one day , mah mo
thah tole me , said , "Son,  yo ' ve go t tub b e  sanc t if ied an ' f illed wit the Holy 
Ghos t·, an ' that wit f iah . " An ' this was on Chris tmas Day , 1946 . Ah tole mah 
mothah , ah said , "Mothah , yo ' saved , yo ' say yo ' sanc tify , "  ah said , " so let 
evrah individual celebrate l ike they want tub cel ebrat e . " Tha ' s  what ah to le 
mah mothah . Ah kis s  mah mothah . Ah walked out . Go in ' ovah tub ano thah preach
ah ' s  house that we would s tart tub drinkin ' a l i ' le bit , prepar in '  fo ' the b ig 
ceremony on the Chris tmas evenin ' .  

An ' when ah s tart ed ' cross the road , ah got knocked out sure ' nough . Some
thin ' hit me . An ' when this thing hit me an ' ah aros e ,  people were standin ' ovah 
me . An ' ah said , "Who in the hell hit me? " Ah heard a voice said , "Ah hit chah . 
Go home an ' cal l  Jesus . "  An ' when ah went home , ah called Jesus . Mah wife was 
right behind me say ,  "Wha '  the mat tah darlin ' ? "  Ah say , "Damn if ah know. " But 
somethin ' got aholt of me . An ' ah began tub say ,  "Jesus , "  goin ' from room tub 
room . We had a three room hous e .  An ' ah was wandahin '  an ' ah called unt il ah 
gave out . Ah went tub sleep . Aftah ah went tub s leep , that aftahnoon ah woke 
up between f ive an ' s ix o ' clock . Ah took a bath . Evrahthin ' looked d iff ' ren ' . 
An ' ah asked , "what ' s  goin '  on around heah? Ah look at  the c louds , they diff ' 
ren ' , yo ' diff ' ren ' . " Ah say , "What ' s  wrong ? "  An ' when ah ask ' er what ' s  wrong , 
she say ,  "Ah don ' know honey , ah don ' see no diff ' ren ' . "  Ah s ay ,  "Well , hel l ,  
let ' s g o  tub the barroom an ' get drunk. Ah ' m  gon ' a pitch a bi tch tuhnight . "  
Ah was a s innah . See? But mah name was on the churchouse rol l .  Ah was a big 
Christian in the church when ah found that ah was a s innah . An ' then , we went 
tub the barroom an ' ah bought a f i ' th o '  whiskey . 

An ' aftah ah bought this f i ' th of  whiskey , it was "Ole Thompson , " an ' we 
went ovah tub the preachah ' s  hous e an ' ah b egan tub s et up theah . When ah wanted 
tub drink, ah opened the whiskey . They drank it all up b ecuz ah say i t  s tinks 
[ I  t ook none ] so they looked on me an ' say ,  "What ' s  wrong ? "  Ah s ay ,  "Ah don ' t 
know. Ah can ' t s tan ' it . The odah is bad . " Ah pul l ,  ah went in mah pocket an ' 
ah pull out a bill . An ' ah g ive it tub this man.  "Yo ' go ahead an ' buy me an
othah f i ' th o f  whiskey b ecuz ah ' m  gonna call up the brew ' ry ,  the stillery [ dis
t illery ] an ' let ' em  know , come out an ' bring me a cahload of  whiskey becuz tub
night is the t ime that we are goin '  tub pitch a bitch . "  An' tha ' s  j is '  what ah 
said tub ' em . An ' so he went an ' bought ano thah f i ' th of  whiskey . When he did , 
j is '  bef o ' he got in, the powah fell on me an ' ah began tub s ing ,  "Precious 
Lord , Take Mah Han' An ' Lead Me On. " Then the preachah ' s  wif e  ast me , "Why are 
yuh s ing in ' that?  We can f eel the powahs of  God in yo ' .  God a in ' t nuthin ' tub 
play wit . "  Ah say ,  "Y '  all [ you all ] can ' t t ell me a damn thin ' • " Ah say ,  "Y ' all 
drink, yo ' play numbahs , yo ' whohhous e [whorehouse ] , yo ' do anythin ' yo ' wan ' a . "  
An ' who knew that was me? An ' ah said , "The pot can' t call the kett le black b e
cuz we all is in the same catagory . "  

AN ' SO THAT TIME� WHEN HE GA VE ME THE FI ' TH O '  WHISKEY� THE MAN CAME� HE SAID� 
"YOU LOOK LIKE A BISHOP ! "  AH SAY� "AH DON ' T  WANNA HEAH A DAMN THIN ' YO ' HA VE  
TUH SAY. CAN ' T  NOBODY TELL ME NUTHIN. IF GOD AN ' A H  GONNA WORK OUT SOM 'IN '� 
LET US WORK IT OUT ALONE. " SO� AT THA T TIME� WHEN HE GA VE ME THE WHISKEY� AH 
COULDN ' T  OPEN IT. AH FIN 'LY COUDN ' T  OPEN THIS WHISKEY. AH ASK SOMEBODY FO ' A 
KNIFE. A MAN GA VE ME A SWITCHBLADE KNIFE. WHEN HE DID� AH STARTED TUH CUT IT 
OPEN� THEN THE KNIFE JUMPED OUT OF MAH HAN ' .  IT WAS DANCIN ' ALL OVAH THE TABLE� 
AH MEAN JIB ' DANCIN ' .  AH SAID� "LOOK AT THIS DAMN KNIFE. Y 'ALL LOOK� AH WANT 
Y 'ALL TUH LOOK AT IT. " 

CUBBY You say the knif e  was dancin ' ?  
BISHOP THE KNIFE WAS DANCIN ' .  THE KNIFE WAS DANCIN ' ON THE TABLE. AN ' AH 

SAID� "LOOK AT THIS DAMN KNIFE. " AT THAT TIME AH LOOKED AN ' THE WHISKEY WAS 
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OPEN, THEN THE KNIFE JUMPED OUT OF MAH HAN ' .  IT WAS DANCIN ' ALL OVAH THE TABLE, 
AH MEAN JIS ' DANCIN ' .  AH SAID, "WOK AT THIS DAMN KNIFE. Y 'ALL WOK, AH WANT 
Y 'ALL TUH LOOK AT IT. " 

CUBBY Yo ' say the knife was dancin ' ? 
BISHOP THE KNIFE WAS DANCIN ' .  THE KNIFE WAS DANCIN ' ON THE TABLE. AN ' AH 

SAID, "LOOK AT THIS DAMN KNIFE. " AT THAT TIME AH LOOKED AN ' THE WHISKEY WAS 
OPENED AN '  [BOTTLE ] SAY, "POW! "  IT [ CORK] SHOT [OUT ] JIS ' LIKE DYNAMITE. AN ' 
AH GRABBED THE GLASS, AN ' WHEN AH GRABBED THE GLASS TO DRINK, AH HEARD A VOICE 
SAY, "YO ' LL NEVAH DRINK ANOTHAH DRINK. " AN '  THAT TIME AH LOOKED UP, AH HEARD A 
NOISE COMIN ' . WHEN AH LOOKED UP, LOOKED LIKE THE HOUSE WAS OPENED. AN '  FIAH 
CAME RIGHT DOWN ON ME. [THIS WAS HIS CONSECRATION AS BISHOP! ]  

Sure ' nuff . The f iah came on me . An ' when that powah came on me , ah saw 
f iah comin ' . Ah went tuh hollahin ' , "Get back!  God damn yah , get back ! Get 
back ! God damn it ! God ! Get back!  1 1  An ' ah tried tuh run. An ' ah was picked 
up . An '  when ah was picked up the tongues [ of f ire ] changed . Ah began tuh ,  look 
like, ah don ' t  know, it j is '  somethin ' got ovah me . An' when ah did , people say , 
"Oh , look ! He ' s  goin ' crazah [ crazy ] . He ' s  goin '  crazah . "  An ' ah j is '  began 
tuh pr each , an' ah preached about three hours an ' a half , an ' mah mo thah an ' ' em  
all run out there an ' a lot ta peopl e  from [ St . ] Petahsburg , Tampa , some from 
Jacks onville ,  lotta friends . They know cuz ah was go ' na  have a big party . An ' 
' s tead of they drinkin ' they wus fallin '  out undah p rayah . Ah called the town 
tab prayah . An ' so we had a big prayah meetin ' at that time . 

AN ' THEN AFTAH THIS, AH WENT BACK TUH THE CHURCH [ WHERE HIS NAME WAS ON THE 
BOOK ] AN '  AH TOLE MAH PASTAH THAT AH WAS CALLED AN ' CHOSEN TUH PREACH THE GOSPEL. 
AN ' WHILE HE AN ' AH SITTIN ' DOWN TALKIN ' ONE TUH ANOTHAH, THEN IT WAS ONE OF THE 
STEW 'DASSES [= STEWARDESSES, PRONOUNCE LIKE 2 WORDS STEW-DASSES ] THEAH AN ' THEY 
TOLE ME, SAY, "WELL, YO ' JIS ' RIGHT, NOW TUH LET 'S HAVE A BIG TIME, ' CUZ ONE 
CLEAN SHEET CAN 'T SOIL ANOTHAH. BUT WITH OUT [FROM OUT ] OF ME IT [THE ANSWER ] 
CAME, "AH DON ' T  KNOW, BUT THE TWO CLEAN SHEETS MAKES A HELLUVA [HELL OF A ]  
STINK. " [FOR THAT PRECEDING PROVERB ONE CLEAN SHEET, SEE "TWO CLEAN SHEETS CAN 'T 
DIRTY ONE ANOTHER. /' No . 3088, p . 908, vo � . 1, Zines 3'9- 40 ] .  AN ' "AH DIDN 'T BITE 
MAH TONGUE TUH TELL 'IM! " [THE PREACHER AND ANOTHER SAYING! ] .  SO HE SAY, "WELL, 
YO ' CAN 'T PREACH IN THIS CHURCH. " BUT AH WENT HOME. AH TOLE MAH MOTHAH AN ' AH 
TOLE MAH WIFE, BUT AH HEARD A VOICE SAY, "AH HAVE CHOSEN YO ' TUH PREACH MAH GOS
PEL. " THEN THE PREACHAH CAME AN ' SAID, "YO ' MUST GO TUH COLLEGE, THAT YO ' MIGHT 
BE ABLE TUH LEARN TUH PREA CH LIKE OUR ORGANIZATION WANTS YO ' TUH PREACH. " BUT 
INSTEAD, AH HEARD GOD. HE TOLE ME TUH BUILD HIM A TEMPLE. 

An ' when God tole me tuh build ' im a t emple ,  ah s tarted tuh go down an ' in
quiah how can this be . But ah f ound out that God didn ' t want me tuh inquiah from 
anybody how H e  want me tuh do it . Al l ah had tuh do wus wait on time an ' have 
faith in God . So at tha t  pahticulah t ime, that ah had fa ith in God , a woman came 
ovah tuh me one day wit ' in about three weeks an ' she had a lot [ vacant p iece of  
land ] an' her boyfr ien ' had got in j ail an ' she say she didn ' t  have a frien '  no 
wheah an ' asked me would ah buy this lo t .  Ah tole her yes . Somethin ' j is ' spoke 
tuh me , " Buy the lot .  This is the work of God . 1 1 An ' s o  when ah tole her ah ' d 
buy the lot ,  she sold me the lo t .  Not knowin '  that ah had tub g et a buildin ' 
permit , ah got mah bro t hah- in- law an' ah , aftah we got the lot , we start tub 
diggin ' out the foundation . Then, when we d id ,  we has a lotta diff ' ren ' denom
onation [ denomination]  of church ohganizat ions . They s igned a permit [ petition] 
tuh the City of Tampa [ S t .  Petersburg ] Florida fo ' me not tuh build a church 
theah . An ' they say that ah wus crazy . 

AN '  SO ONE DAY, AS WE WUS OUT THEAH WORJ<IN ' ,  THE STORM CAME UP, RIGHT IN THE 
DAY, 'ROUND ABOUT NOON, WIT THE SUN SHIN IN ' REAL HOT. BUT THESE MEN WERE COMIN ' 
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DOWN THEAH� PROB 'LY TUH BEAT [ US ]  OR WHATEVAH THEY WANTED TUH DO� BECUZ THEY HAD 
GUNS AN '  ALL O '  THAT. PEOPLE SAY THAT AH WAS A FANATIC. AN ' SO WHEN AH SAW 'EM 
COMIN ' �  GOD SENT A HAIL [STORM] 'ROUN ' ABOUT THIRTY YARDS WIDE AN '  JIS ' ABOUT 
'ROUN ' ABOUT FIFTY OR SIXTY FEET LONG� JIS ' ON THE OTHAH SIDE OF ME AN '  THEY WAS 
ON THAT [OTHER] SIDE� SO AH WENT BACK TUH MAH HOUSE. 

An ' when ah went there , ah tole mah wife what had happened . An ' she said , 
"Well , j is '  go on lay down theah an ' pray . "  So when the storm wus ovah , ah went 
down tub the c ity an ' ah asked ' em  fo ' a permit an ' the inspectah say , down there 
say , "Yo ' must be a fool . Get outa here . We don ' want yo ' in here . What the 
hell yo ' come here talkin ' ' bout buildin '  a church . Yo ' ain ' t know nuthin about 
no God . "  Ah said , "Well , all right . "  So ah cried , an ' ah walked back home . 

AH STAYED PRAY IN ' BEFO ' GOD AROUN ' ABOUT EIGHT OR NINE MONTHS - FAST IN ' AN ' 
PRAYIN ' .  GOD SAID� "SET OUT THAT TIME TUH HEAL. "  GOD SAID� "MARK THAT TIME TUH 
PROPHESIAH. " AN ' IN HEALIN ' AN ' PROPHESIAHIN ' A LOTTA PEOPLE CAME FROM FAH [FAR ] 
AN '  NEAH WIT ALL KINDA DISEASES. AH DIDN 'T KNOW ENAHTIIN ' ABOUT THIS. NOBODY 
HAD TAUGHT ME ENAHTHIN ' .  AN '  PEOPLE WOULD COME. AN '  DURIN ' THAT TIME THAT AH 
WAZ BLESS WIT MANY, MANY DOLLAHS. AN '  THE LORD SPOKE TUH ME IN THE TENTH MONTH, 
AN '  TOLE ME TUH GO DOWN TOWN AN ' TELL THE INSPECTAH THAT IF THEY DIDN 'T GIVE ME 
A PERMIT� IT WAS GOIN ' TUH RAIN DOWN FIAH, AS IT DID IN DAYS OF SODOM AN ' GOMOR-
RAH. AN ' JIS ' AS GOD SPOKE TUH ME� AH WENT DOWN AN '  TOLE THOSE MEN. THEN THE 
PERMIT THEY GA VE ME� VOID AGAINST A CHURCH [SIGNED] DEMPSTAH. AN ' AH HA VE THAT 
TUHDAY� UPSTAIRS. 

HYATT Against  a church what ? 
BISHOP WOMACK Vo id . V-0-I-D . 
HYATT Yes . 
BISHOP WOMACK Void against a church . 
HYATT Oh yes . 
BISHOP WOMACK See [ signed ] Dempstah [ Demp s t er ] . 
HYATT I s ee .  
BISHOP WOMACK That wu s  the City Inspectah at this t ime . 
HYATT I s ee .  
BISHOP WOMACK The Buildin ' Inspectah . An ' he let them know if God - he tole 

me if God tole yo ' tuh build it , build it , but if God say yo ' don ' build it , yo ' 
can ' t build it . SO AH WENT ON AN '  BUILT THE CHURCH - ONE MAN WITOUT ASKIN ' ANY
BODY FO ' A DIME. AH WORKED THROUGH PROPHESY AN '  HEALIN ' .  AN ' PEOPLE WOULD COME 
IN AN '  JIS ' BLESS ME AN ' THAT. AN ' AH BEGAN TO GO ON� AN ' GO ON, AN '  GO ON, IN 
MAH MINISTRY AN '  TEACHIN ' AN '  PROPHESIAHIN ' [PROPHESYING ] .  THEAH 'S MANY FALSE 
ACCUSATIONS HAS COME AG 'INST ME. AH BEEN CAST IN JAIL, AH 'S BEEN NEVAH FOUND 
GUILTY OF ANY CRIMES. THEY KLU KLUX [KLAN ] CAME FO ' ME� BUT AH STILL PREACHED 
THE GOSPEL. 

An ' by faith that ah have found out , wit ' in God , that all things is poss ib le . 
All things ! An' we might heah , ah ' ve heard a lot of  preachahs that say they 
nevah d id this , an ' nevah did that , but we all has been sinnahs . Even much of 
the Psalms , the P salms , the f i ' th ,  e ighth song of David , s econd verse , ah say , 
" From our mothah ' s  womb that we wer e born liahs . An ' waved our han ' s when we wus 
born into this world . "  [Psalm 116 : 1 1? ] .  So within me , ah have found out in mah 
religious work, that the dead has b een rais ed . The blind - heah [ i s ]  a man right 
heah [ points to him ]  was blind . Has muscle neurosis an ' couldn ' t  eat . [We shall 
meet this man later . ] An ' when he eat , the food would come back outa his s tomach. 

But by the layin ' on han ' s is the only thing tha ' which will let a man know 
tha ' he ' s d irec ' ly in the spirit o f  God when yo ' are in the Presbyterium [ ? ] . NOT 
THROUGH WITCHCRAF ' NOR VOODOOISM, BUT BY THE POWAHS OF GOD. AN ' THAT WOULD BE 
MADE MANIFEST HEAH� OR THAH, WHEREVAH GOD IS. AN '  AH HAVE FOUND THIS. THE 
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CHURCH ORGANIZATIONS, IS LEADIN ' MO ' OF US TO HELL AN ' DESTRUCTION. EVEN MUCH 
IN OUR SCHOOLS AN ' COLLEGES OF TUHDAY, THE EDUCATION IS NOT THE ANSWAH. CHRIST 
IS THE ANSWAH, BECUZ 0 '  ALL THE EDUCATION YO ' CAN FIN ' THAT PEOPLE HA VE, AN ' 
THEY SAY THEY HAS, YO ' CAN FIN ' THAT THERE 'S TOO MUCH A VAR 'ATION FROM GOD. 
UNLESS AMERICA DO COME BA CK  TUH GOD WE ALL GONNA LIKEWISE PERISH. 

That ' s  the experience that  ah ' ve had . Ah ' m  Int ahd enominat ion Minis t er ial 
Allianc e.  Yo ' had a Meth ' dist talkin ' about the Bap t is t ,  the Bap t is t  s ay it 
about the Meth ' dist . They are so much depahted , they are divided . Cath ' lics . 
Ah go amongst  the Jews , the wimmins have me t ub pray fo ' ' em . The Jews don '  
believe i n  Chris t , but they s ay they believe i n  God . But the B ible says in 
Numbahs , the 6 th chaptah , in the 2nd and the 3rd verse ,  "When a man he mus t make 
a vow, tub be come tub God , don ' drink no wine , no strong drinks , neither no 
liquah , the dif f ' rence between ho ly an ' unholy . "  An' now we walks down the 
ais l e ,  say this is the Lord ' s  Suppah , "As much as yo ' do this yo ' showin ' his 
suffahin ' an' death , until He come . "  Well , the man now say God is dead . Bu t if 
we gonna say we can eat the Lord ' s  Suppah showin ' his suf fr en [ s uf f er ing ]  an ' 
death,  Go d is d ead .  Where is the resurrection say , when yo ' has put on Christ , 
that ' s  all we need . We don '  need anythin ' but a do llah tub live in this worl ' . 
Natu ' lly so . But s p ir ' tu ' l ly so , that we all need tub come back tub the spir ' 
tu ' l  f old . It  r emind me o ' the t ime when N icodemus , he had all the things that 
he needed , all he wanted . He had men t ub say , " Come . "  He had men tub say , "Go .

1 1 

He had the p owah tub f iah an ' hiah . But one t ime h e  f oun ' out that wit all that 
he had he was lac kin' at s omethin ' . An ' that wus Christ . We need Chris t . An ' 
ah f oun ' tuhday that mos '  we ministahs we need Chr is t . We drink, we chew ,  we 
smoke , we whoremongah, we lie , there ' s  all kinda evil communica t ion ag ' inst us , 
r ight in the b ody of  Chr is t . An ' we say that we are Chr is t ians . 

An ' tuhday that ah ' ve found we are get t in '  worse .  We do worsah, worsah than 
the maf ia gang , whethah we wan ' a believe it or no t .  They say the maf ia gang : 
an' the maf ia gang this , the maf ia gang that . But when it comin ' tuh help in so 
many polit ica l  affairs , who do we have tub back us up f inanc ially ? This is some
thin ' tub think about . Do yo ' think the s e  men is runnin ' fo ' o f f i c e ,  if they 
make that , where are they gonna get the money f r om? This is s omethin ' tub think 
about . Ah have been out theah intuh the f iel ' . Ah ' v e  worked wit tho s e  b ig men . 
An ' those men will g ive so many thousands of do llahs tub the Red Cross , tuh give 
so many thousands of dollahs fo ' a man ' s runnin ' f o ' offic e .  This one backin ' 
up the three r ing s . One back up a man ovah heah . One back up a man ovah theah . 
An ' then - but when we get greedy an ' cal l our s e lves , if yo ' don ' pay it , yo ' re 
f r ee tub put this man in off ice an' ah get greedy enough tuh go an ' try tuh ovah
r ide yo ' .  Then yo ' know good an ' wel l what ' s  goin'  tuh b e  the consequences . 
S ee? So this is it . 

An ' it ' s  the same way they are worsah in the churches of tuhday as a whole . 
Ah don ' mean tuh say one , b ecuz they are commercial iz in ' . Nothin ' but money : 
money , mo ney , money . An ' what we need today is Chr is t . An ' if we don ' t go back 
intuh the old landmark, ah believe it j is '  like the B ible said , "Fol lah peace wit 
all mankind , " Hebrew 12 : 14 ,  "An ' holiness  witout which no man shall s ee the 
Lord [ ref er ence correct ] .  

CUBBY I s , excuse me . Bishop Womack . Could you in any way g ive u s  any spe
c if ic example that  you healed? 

BISHOP WOMACK Oh healed ?  Wel l ,  we will have heah Brothah James Knowles , 
Brothah Knowles . We ' ll have heal S is tah Dix . This woman heah [ living in mah 
home with o thers ] .  S he ' s  a woman who had T . B .  Yah s ee what ah ' m talkin ' about ? 
[ On my s econd vis it I entered his home and met the people l iving with him . ] 

HYATT Oh yes . This f ellow right her e .  
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B ISHOP WOMACK S ee ,  an'  this Brothah Knowles [ he is present dur ing interview] . 
He  could come an' he has a testimony fo ' his own . He s tays heah [ in my home]  an' 
he was blind . An ' the doctahs gave him up . Muscle neuroshia [ ? ] .  This was af tab 
the , the big p ines [ ? ] .  An ' he ' s hadda test ify . Ah had anothah lady wi t the name 
of Mo thah Webb . The doc [M. D . s ]  they gave her up . An ' [ they ] said that she was 
dead . Nuthin they could do . But God has b lessed her . She b een heah , that been 
fo ' yeahs an ' she s t ill heah wit us . 

HYATT Some o f  thes e ,  some of the s e  people l ive here with you , that  you heal? 
BISHOP WOMACK Oh yes . 
HYATT Oh yes . Um hum . Have you something like a monast ic ord er? Is it a 

group living together? 
BISHOP WOMACK No , no , no , no . They live , listen ,  ah mean that , ah got , we 

got lettahs ah showed the s e  brothahs heah , from Chicago an ' they s en '  from Cal i
forn ' a ,  all ovah , wheievah ah have been . Oh , we could get all kinda t es t imony 
that ' s  how God has blessed an ' healed these  peopl e .  

HYATT Well , I would like , i f  it ' s  pos s ibl e ,  I would l ike tuh hear one o f  
those  peop le ' s  - now wait , not at the moment , but later on . Now, how much t ime 
have we there [ on the cass et t e ] ? 

CUBBY Ten more minutes . 
HYATT About t en mor e  minutes . Have you ever had any exper ienc e ,  I don ' t mean 

personally , but have any p eople  who have? [ This is a touchy ques tion to bring 
up ! ]  Usually to put spells , hoodoo spells on you , or witchcraf t ,  we should talk 
about wit chcraft .  I mean, can you handle witch - people say tha t , now I ' m not 
saying whether they are witaharafters , I don ' t know . Now, what is your experi
ence about healing witchcraf t?  

BISHOP WOMACK Mah , well mah experience heah the othah day , was a woman heah,  
her name was Frankie Davis . An ' she had a snake heah [ demons trates the place ] . 

HYATT A snake , right from her knee in her thigh . [ This is no t a snake birth-
mark or tattoo but a live snake in her thigh ! ]  

BISHOP WOMACK Right heah . 
HYATT In her hip . 
BISHOP WOMACK Right heah . An ' so she s tr ipped naked , when she came tuh me , 

the thing was about tuh kill her .  An ' what ah mean tuh tell yah, that ah have a 
cons ecrated watah that had went befo ' God an ' prayed . An '  when yo ' look at the 
watah , right in theah now, in mah offic e ,  it seem like it ' s  a c loud . An ' all ah 
do , went in there an ' prayed . An ' j is '  annoint ' er .  An ' ask in the name of 
Jesus that this would be cast  away . Yah s e e ,  as a ministah , yo ' r e s ' po s e  tuh 
rebuke Satan, cast out Satan as though Jesus Chr ist d id when he met this man wit 
demons in ' im . An ' if we are gonna be  like Christ , an ' as Christ ,  then we have 
the powah tuh do the same thing . All r ight , then we have had people • • •  

HYATT Well now, j us t  once again . Did she t ell you how she , d id she say how 
she got this in her , or  somebody did something to her ?  

BISHOP WOMACK Some woman did this ovah i n  Methodist Town ,  becuz she took her 
man . An ' she tr ied tuh run her crazy , an ' was about tuh run her craz y .  An ' so 
she come out heah . We have sev ' ral cases of  tho s e  [ hoodoo spell s ] that come out 
very often .  

HYATT Well , I like t o  hear these cas es . Now these are , these are clinica l  
cases you know, like medical cases , and they ' re very intere s ting . Now about this 
woman . Did she say how this snake was put into her ?  Did she have any idea? 

BISHOP WOMACK Well yo ' know, there is , now this , ah know this . Yo ' can take, 
ah was on a revival once an ' ah was so d eep in God an ' the Sp irit spoke tuh me 
one mawnin ' , "Get up . "  An ' this was in Tompkins Spring . An ' the Lord wil l  l et 
me see j is ' how that these people does a lot of  these  thing o '  witchcraft . Yo '  
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go out , an ' this is mah experience ,  ah s een this an ' knowin ' this fo ' mahs elf • • •  

HYATT This is good . 
BISHOP WOMACK • • •  YO ' TAKE AN ' GO OUT INTUH THE CEMETERY AN ' YO ' WILL FIN ' 

ALL KIN 'A LI 'LE INSECTS OUT THERE. LI 'LE SNAKES. SWIM� SOME PEOPLE CALL 'EM 
LI 'LE BEETLES AN ' WHAT NOT AN ' FROG. AN ' YAH CAN TAKE THOSE THIN 'S AN ' IF YO ' 
WOULD EVAH TAKE IT IN WINE, SEE THAT 'S WHY IT IS BAD TUB DRINK WIT YUH SO-CALLED 
FRIEN 'S. THEN THEY PUT THIS IN� THEY PUT IT IN THE DRINK AN ' YO 1 SWALLOW THAT. 
SOME POCKETS INTUH YUH BODY THAT THIS GOES IN AN ' THIS GERMINATES RIGHT THEAH 
IN YO ' BODY AN ' BECOME LIVIN ' .  THAT 'S WHY THE BIBLE SPEAKS SO MUCH AG 'INST 
WHOREDOM. SEE? ADULT 'RY. BECUZ� AH ' VE  SEEN PEOPLE "DRESS" [PUT HOODOO PREPAR-
ATION ON ] ONE ANOTHAH. WOMEN 'LL "DRESS� " THEY LIKE THESE MEN. THEY [ WOMEN] RUN '-
NIN ' ROUN ' AN ' THEY HATE THEY [HUSBAND ] �  WIVE [ WIFE ] �  THEN THEY 'LL "DRESS" 'EM 
THROUGH SEX� THROUGH THE PENIS. AN ' THEN WHEN THEY [HUSBAND ] GO AN ' PUT THAT 
INTO THEAH� YO ' UNDAHSTAN ' ME� INTAH THE WOMAN [THE WIFE ] THEN IT FALLS INTO 
THIS POCKET. IF YO ' EVAH WORKED INTAH WOMEN AN ' WHAT NOT, YO 1 KNOW� AS A DOC-
TAB� WE MINISTAHS HA VE A LOT OF THINGS TUH DO. WELL, THEY HAS POCKETS ALL RIGHT 
UP INTUH THEY WOMB. JIS ' AS SOON AS Y 'ALL [YOU ALL ] PUT THAT IN THEAH� THEN THAT 
LI 'LE HEAT - YO ' UNDAHSTAN ' ME? IT UH� THIS EGG [OF WHATEVER INSECT OR ANIMAL 
USED] WILL MATURE RIGHT IN THEAH. AN ' WHEN IT MATURE� AH DON ' CARE IF IT SNAKES 
OR WHAT� PEOPLE CAN PUT ALL O '  THAT [IN YOU] THROUGH SEX. SEX IS A BAD THING. 
IT REALLY BAD THING. YO ' BETTAH BELIEVE THAT. AN '  THEY 'LL "DRESS" YOUR PENIS. 
AN '  A WOMAN • • •  [ Cubby interrup ts . ] 

CUBBY The best way to get i t  in • • •  

BISHOP WOMACK Witchcraf t • • •  

CUBBY Through your body is through your mouth • • •  

BISHOP WOMACK THAT 'S THE WAY YO ' GET IT� THROUGH YOUR MOUTH, THROUGH THEAH. 
THA 'S RIGHT, YAH SEE. AN ' WHEN THEY GET THAT IN, THEN YO ' GOT TO HAVE SOMEBODY 
STRONG ENOUGH WIT THE POWAHS OF GOD, THAT WE HAVE. TAKE AN ' - AH ' VE  PUT MAH 
FINGAHS UP IN THEAH AN ' YO ' CAN FEEL. AN '  THESE THINGS HAS BIT ME ON MAH HAN '  
AN ' CAUSE BLOOD TUH COME OUT THEAH. SEE? THEY HANG RIGHT ON TUH YAH. BUT YO ' 
TAKE AN ' JIS ' HOLD THAT LIKE THIS [DEMONSTRATES ] AN ' YO ' CAN PRESS THA ' OUT. 
BUT YO ' VE  GOT TUH HA VE  THE POWAHS OF GOD. [IF ]  YO ' DON ' DO THAT, SOMETIMES 
PEOPLE MAKE SOLUTIONS TUH GET IT OUT. BUT YO ' GOT TUB GET, BE SURE YO ' GET THE 
FEET AN '  ALL. AN '  THA 'S WHY WE ' VE HAD A LOT O '  THOSE CASES TUH COME TUH US. SO� 
WHEN IT COME TUH WITCHCRAF ', IT 'S A LOT OF THAT. AN '  IT 'S NOTHIN ' BUT THE POWAH. 
AN '  THEN YO ' HAVE NOW� IF YO ' EVAH WANT TUH CAUSE PEOPLE TUB BREAK UP, THEY 'LL GO 
AN ' GET GUINEA PEPPAH AN ' SALT. GUNINEA PEPPAH. GUINEA PEPPAH. 

HYATT Guinea pepper . 
BISHOP WOMACK Guinea peppah . 
CUBBY What is , what is this pepper? 
BISHOP WOMACK I t ' s  somethin ' that brings confusion intuh the min ' . Yo ' can 

take that , break up any home in the worl ' .  It ' s  somethin ' ,  it , it , it ' s  very , 
it carr ies an evil sp irit wit it . It ' s  specia ' ly grown that it might destroy 
the work of the min ' of man . Yo ' undahstan ' ?  

HYATT Is it a drug ? [ I had heard of it before , see p . 5 70-5 7 1 , Nos . 1948-1952 , 
vol . l ,  and els ewhere . ] 

BISHOP WOMACK No , it ' s  yo ' get this grind [ ground ] . It ' s  a li ' le bit of • • •  

HYATT Seed or something? 
BISHOP WOMACK L ittle bit of  seed . Li ' le bit j is '  about the size  of a BB 

[ bee-b ee] ball [ or shot ] . 
CUBBY Oh yeah . 
BISHOP WOMACK S ee what ah ' m  talkin ' about ? An '  yo ' grin '  that up . An ' yo ' 

can j is '  take an ' throw that , yo ' know , j is '  throw that in yuh house l ike that , 
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throw it in yuh bed . An '  then evrah t ime somebody swept , or yo ' move , that 
dus t ' ll come up . See , it ' s  evil . Yo ' see what ah ' m  talkin ' about? So yo ' has 
all tha ' diff ' ren ' stuff tuh contend wit . 

HYATT I know. 
BISHOP WOMACK AN ' YO ' DON ' NEVAH KNOW IT UNTIL YO '., THE PERSON GET IN AN ' 

BEGIN TUH STUDY GOD 'S WORK. SEE? AN ' SPIRITUAL WORK., YO ' GOT TUH BE MORE BRIL
LANT DEN THE COMMON MAN. THE COMMON MAN ' LL KILL YAH., SEE WHAT AH MEAN? BUT YO ' 
COTTA GET SO THA ' WHEAH YO ' CAN WORK ON THAT COMMON MAN. AN ' WHEN YO ' BE., GET 
ON THA ' COMMON MAN., NOTHIN ' CAN OUTDO THE SPIRIT OF GOD., BECUZ IT 'S POWAH. 

HYATT I see . 
BISHOP WOMACK All powah is in God . See the Devil don ' have no powah , unless 

God g ive it tuh ' im . An ' God is no t goin ' tuh give the Devil no powah ovah his 
people . See? That is the thing what we got tuh look at . So , this wheah the 
witchcraf ' come in . Ah don ' care what it is , but yo ' can put it intuh a body . 
Of sex , yo ' know, from Genesis to Reve Zation it tells about adultry an ' a man 
shouldn ' t go to but one woman . An ' a lotta mens at times when they do clamp 
that on yo ' [woman ] j is '  l ike when yo ' take a dog . A dog , when she is  in heat 
an ' goin ' wit dogs , yo ' take an ' run yuh han ' here intuh that dog theah . An '  
yo ' can take an ' go home an ' put it right ovah huh [ her ] . See what ah 'm  talkin ' 
about ? Put it on yo ' wife dere . An ' if a man goes wit ' er [with her ] he be
comes as a dog . 

HYATT S tuck together . 
BISHOP WOMACK Stucks togethah . Yeah , sticks togethah . These kinda thin ' s 

that yo ' haftah be very ca ' ful - very , very ca ' ful . An ' duh way that yo ' go out . 
A lottah people don ' evah know these thin ' s .  But if evrahbody know it , see , it 
would be a terrible t ime .  Tha ' s why yo ' fin '  people right in heah now , that ah 
have doctah heah . That he come heah , that somebody bewitched him .  An ' a woman 
had a car theah . They hadda Twelve Apostles , but they didn ' t know what tuh do . 
An '  yo ' don ' take the 12 Apos tles of  God an ' do d irty work .  See what ah ' m  talk
in ' ' bout? But they had the Twelve Apo stles of God an ' they had that filled wit 
peppah an ' salt . An ' they put it intuh this woman ' s  car , an ' she had a wreck , 
l iked tuh kill herself . An ' she ' s  only ? • They came here , but while dey did 
that , we took this stuff out an ' put a consecrat ion in theah an ' had a prayah fo ' 
God . Yo ' undahstan '  what ah mean? Then yo ' get incense - incense ,  myrrh , aloes . 
An ' incense which the woman use tuh wash Christ ' s  feet , which they went down an ' 
put intuh the sepulcher . The Devil , no s tink odor. Well , when yo ' do these 
things , co ' se yo ' got tuh know these things . Yo ' ve go t tuh get on the spiritual 
[ s ide? ] o '  the light tuh know these things . Yo ' undahstan '  me? The colah [ col
ored ] man , the colah man can ' t do these things . 

HYATT No? 
BISHOP WOMACK Yo ' got tuh get deep intuh God tuh wheah yo ' can feel powahs 

of God . Yo ' see what ah mean? An ' when yo ' can feel the powah of God , it ' s  
j is '  the same as though yo ' flyin ' a kit e .  Yo ' can fly a kite an ' maybe j is '  • • •  

HYATT Other side of  this cassette . Speaking now, this is the Reverend Harry 
Middleton Hyatt ,  and I ' m  with Mr . Cubby and Mr . Charles , and the Reverend Doctor 
Womack . Bishop Womack . The Right Reverend then . The Bishop Womack . What was 
your first name? 

BISHOP WOMACK Clarence C .  
HYATT Clarence C .  Womack . 
BISHOP WOMACK That ' s  right . 
HYATT He told us about where he was born and when he was born . But now I 

want to ask you about those - how did that woman , how do these people , these 
wit ch doctors get the Apostles in this woman ' s  car? How do they do that? Did 
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she know? 
BI SHOP WOMACK Well it ' s ,  it ' s  they got tub have some frien ' s ,  yo ' know , what 

yo ' may say spys . Yo ' remembah they - Rahab the Harlot .  Remembah she was a 
great whore an ' evahthin ' ,  but that woman had God in her . Yo ' remembah that when 
she seen thes e two spys comin ' an ' runnin ' from that hos t  o f  army of devils , that 
she wen ' in herself . It  had tub be GOd touchin ' .  That inward man [woman here ! ] 
was touched . An ' when that inward man [woman] was touched she had these men tub 
come in an ' they , she concealed these men . An ' all o '  her frien ' s ,  she turned 
' em down . Takin ' a chance of givin ' up her life of the worl ' to become a ' postle 
o f  Jesus Christ . [This is stretching things a b it ! ] So , ah think that when we 
look intuh these things , then we has a bet tah view of  life that the t ime gon ' a  
come an ' it mus ' come , that when a man mus t  change his way , see , if yo ' wan ' a  
make it . An ' that ' s  what ah can s ee about Rahab the Harlot . 

HYATT Now did they , you said , in putting these Apo s tles ' [ names ] on the 
cards , did they write the Apo s tles ' names on a p iece o f  paper , or [ here ] pictures 
of ' em or • • •  

BI SHOP WOMACK Yo ' take a leaf , yo '  could take uh leaf , uh what yo ' call a f ig 
leaf . Yo ' could take a p iece of  pahchment papah . Yo ' remembah the time , ah 
think in I Timothy , 4 th chaptah in ' roun ' about the 13th verse , that when Apos t le 
Paul , he had j is '  left Troas an ' he left his cloak theah . An ' when he lef ' the 
cloak theah he wrote back to Titus . Yo ' remembah? [ The cloak in II Tim . v . 13 . ] 

HYATT Yes . 
BISHOP WOMACK An ' he tole him tub bring the cloak that which he lef ' at Troas 

an ' the books an ' especially the pahchment . Well , yo ' know , take good pahchment 
is made out of deer-hide . An ' there are many things that yo ' could do by wr it
in ' , an ' all the lettahs was write on pahchment , yo ' remembah? 

HYATT Um hum . 
BISHOP WOMACK An ' right today there is many things that we can use as apo s

t les of  Jesus Chris t ,  an ' write on pahchment tub do great works , through the 
powahs o f  God , if yo ' know. Yo ' see? That ' s where the ministry come in tub 
study , no t tub take the Gospel down to sat isfy people . Speak the truth an ' speak 
as an oracle of God . An ' when a man speak as an oracle of God , regardless tuh 
what the church think about choo . See wha ' ah ' m  talkin ' about? Yo ' can outlive 
them, ' cuz yo ' belong tub the church that Christ died fo ' . 

But organizat ions , ah don ' t know whethah God evah been in ' em  any mob .  I f  he 
has once b een in ' em ,  He don ' har ' ly b e  in ' em anym� , becuz there ' s  no brothahly 
love no moh. We go then an ' says we has f ellahship one wit anothah tub see what? 
See? What ' s  so-an ' -so  got on? What ah ' ve heard ' em  ask the ques t ion : What d id 
the dog s  throw last night? What was the numbah? What did you write in for the 
Church? The church now is in the worl ' y  lus ' [ lus t ] .  I t ' s the house of commer
cializ in ' , not the House of Prayah . But remembah in Isaiah , I think about 5 7 ,  
5 6  and 7 [ 5 6 : 7 ]  that Jesus said , "Mah House shall be called a House o f  Prayah 
for all nations . "  Well ,  yah see where all nat ions if they could get tuhgethah 
we won ' have the strife an ' the torment wit race tuhday . We won ' have those 
bloody wahs o f  hate . This man wan ' a  become powahful wit dominion of  the worl '  
becuz that wasn ' given tub ' im tub start wit . God gave evrah man a supply as He 
d id see f it .  But now that we got the s e  wahs an.' thin ' s comin ' on , we not ice that 
in the Temple they talkin ' about commercializin ' tuhday , but they did it when 
Jesus was here . Ah think about the 21st  chaptah in the 13th verse of  the Gospel 
of S t .  Matthews . Yo ' remembah that when Jesus came intuh the Temple they was 
sellin '  an '  rattlin '  [ confusing ] folks tuh hell an ' doin '  all o '  this thing . An ' 
Jesus j is '  went in theah, took a rope an ' ovahturned the tab les an ' went tub beat 
the Devil out of  theah . Say ,  "Make not Mah Fathah ' s House fo ' a house of  merch-
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andis e but fo ' a House of  Prayah11 [ Mat . l3 : 21 is correct ! ] . But see , we are go in '  
intuh the merchandise catagory o f  tuhday when these thin ' s shouldn ' t  be . We must 
come back tub prayah . 

HYATT Before I forget it , you were talking about thes e people try ing to put 
you in j ail and all that sort of thing . D id you ever have any trouble with hoo
doo people , voodoo ; witch people , witch? Ever had any trouble with them? Did 
they ever call you a witch people , witch? Ever had any trouble with them? Did 
they ever call you a witch doctor or anything of  that sort? 

BI SHOP WOMACK Well , I mean , as far as calling me a root man • . •  
HYATT Well , that ' s something dif ferent . 
BISHOP WOMACK Yeah , the root man becuz people don ' realize  what the roo t man 

is . 
HYATT A doctor , well a doctor can us e root s . I mean an ord inary medical man 

can use roots , med icine , drugs and that sort of  thing . 
BISHOP WOMACK But let ' s  look at from this angl e .  
HYATT All right . 
BISHOP WOMACK Revelations , the 22nd chaptah in the 16th [ actually 18th] verse . 

The Bible said , "Ah ,  Jesus , have s et mah angl e  tub tes tify these things intuh the 
churches . That ah am the root an ' off spring of David an ' the Bright in the Morn
ing star . " So  if a man is a root man he go t somethin ' • He got somethin ' the 
average man don ' t have . 

HYATT That ' s  right . 
BISHOP WOMACK BUT WHEN YO 1 COMIN ' DOWN TUH CUNJURE, VOODOO, AN ' WITCHCRAF ' • • •  

HYATT OH YES, TO CUNJURE • • •  
BISHOP WOMACK • • •  THESE ARE THE THIN 'S THAT WHICH AH FIGHTS AG 'INST AN ' THESE 

ARE THE THIN 'S THAT PEOPLE COME TUH ME ABOUT TUH HELP THEM. AN ' EVRAHBODY KNOW 
WHEN HE NEEDS HELP, WHEN THEY GOT LOBSTAH AN ' FROGS AN ' ALL THESE DIFF 'REN KINDS 
OF THIN 'S INTUH THEY BODY. AH HAD A MAN UP HERE, A WHITE FELLAH, HE COME UP HEAH 
FROM WILDWOOD. AN ' AH GOT FROGS AN ' SNAKES OUT OF ' IM .  AN ' HE BROUGHT ME NICE 
SUMS OF MONEY BUT AH GAVE IT BACK TUH 'IM BECUZ AH DIDN 'T KNOW WHETHAH THE MONEY 
WAS COUNTAHFEIT OR NOT. YO ' SEE WHAT AH MEAN? BECUZ YO ' GOT TUB BE SO CAREFUL 
ABOUT THESE THING 'S. 

HYATT Now, you were talking about a white man . You have , what percentage of  
white people would come to you in comparison with colored people? Ten percent 
of white people? Or I ' ve b een told [ by tho s e  who ] talk about peop le who believe 
in witchcraf t ,  that sor t of thing , that a colored man 50 percent , and some s aid 
white man 50 percent . A lot of people believe in that , you know? 

BISHOP WOMACK Well yo ' know , this is  the way thin ' s that operate . The white 
man have the money , the black man don ' t .  The whit e  man come , he can pay yo ' . 
But the average black p erson come here , it ' s a dollah , two dollahs , that ' s  the 
best they can do . 

HYATT That ' s  right . 
BISHOP WOMACK But the white man come an ' it ' s  a hundred tub hundr ed an ' f ifty 

dollahs . Yah s ee what ah ' m  talkin ' about ?  Right now ah got a b eautiful twenty 
do llah gold p iece ovah theah [ in the hous e ] . It ' s consecrated fo ' him becuz he 
tole me himself . Now they has these spir itualists . White people they calls ' em . 
Voodoo doctahs . An ' witch do ctahs . Which they studah lotta o ccult powah . An ' 
this white man , right in this town, he ' s an outs tandin ' man , a b ig man in this 
town. His boy got intuh trouble . An ' af tah his boy got intuh, he went tub s ome 
of these whi t e  people an ' he to ld me he spent ovah $40 , 000 . S ee what ah mean? 
An' they couldn ' t do nuthin fo ' him .  S o  he came out here b ecuz somebody s ent 
h� tuh me an ' $60 he left wit mah wife . An ' his boy is a free boy tuhday . 

CUBBY Did you get him out of prison or something? 
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BISHOP WOMACK Keep him from goin' tuh j ail b ecuz prayah change thin ' s .  S ee 
yo ' can reach , prayah can reach yo ' anywhere . Yo ' s ee what ah ' m  talkin ' about?  
When yo ' pray an ' ask God  tub let the j udge tub be  lenient , s e e ,  wit such-an ' 
such a person , yo ' prays fo ' this j udge . S ee wha ' ah ' m talkin ' about ? An ' when 
a man can pray , an ' yo ' can feel that unct ion of Gawd , that spiritual powah com
in ' down , it goin ' tuh that man. 

As well as Jesus said in the 2 2nd chaptah , think 15 an ' 21  an ' 22 . [ The Bish
op would have been correct had he switched the numbers to 15 : 22-28  of Matthew , 
s tory about the Canaanite woman whose daughter had an unclean spirit or d evil . 
This s tory given at an earlier date by Mark 7 : 24-30 . ] Yo ' remembah how this 
woman had been so r ich.  An ' she had all the money an ' all the doctahs an ' all 
the palmists  an ' all the sooths ayahs as long as she had all huh money . That they 
would go theah tub see huh , they was great frien ' s .  S o  she put evrahthin ' ahead 
o '  God . But one day - see God knew how tuh touch all of us . So this woman loved 
her daughter Sapera [ unnamed in Bible ] above God . An ' one day a spell of s ick
nes s f ell on huh daughtah . An ' when the spell of s ickness fell on huh daughtah, 
she got broke . She didn ' t have no friend in the worl ' .  S ee? An ' Jesus was 
pass in '  through that day . An ' as He an ' His disciples was goin ' through , she 
hollahed , "Oh Lord . Oh Lord have mercy on me . "  Jesus cont inued to go on , as 
though he went ' round about two or three blo cks . Then this woman cried out 
again, " Oh Lord , Thou Son of David ,  have mercy on me . "  So P etah hollahed , "Lis
t en tuh huh callin ' us . "  P etah d idn ' t have nuthin but he was fellahin ' Chris ' .  
So Jesus immediat ely turned aroun ' an ' went back tuh this woman , an ' looked on 
huh an ' tole huh, " It ' s  not lawful tuh g ive the ho ly bread tub the dogs . "  But 
this woman, she knew what she was talkin ' about . An ' Jesus knew [ what ] she was 
talkin ' about . But He wan ' a s ee how ' umbl e  she was . She tole Jesus , she said ,  
" Lord , the mastah give the dogs the crum ' s from His table . "  Yo ' see what ah 
mean? "An ' ah ' m  your dog [ ! ] . Ah ' ve ' umble mahself . S ee ,  now ah 'm askin ' Yo ' . " 
An' Jesus said , " Glory tuh God , halleluiah ! Ah haven ' t found no mo ' faith in 
Isra ' l than ah have found in this woman . " Huh . "At this very hou ' [ hour ] thy 
daughtah is made whole . " 

See? ' Cuz when yo ' can pray , an ' yo ' can reach God through prayah , yo ' can 
t ell  it . Yo ' can f eel that spiritual unction . Ah don ' car e who it is . An ' when 
yo ' can feel it , then yo ' know God have answah prayah . IF YO ' DON ' FEEL THAT 
SPIRIT 'AL POWAH� YO ' STAY THEAH [where you were ] AN ' ' UMBLE YO 'SELF. ' CUZ A 
LOT OF TIMES WE GOT TUB I ' ON [IRON ] THE WRINKLES OUT O '  OUR LIFE: WE MIGHTA TALK 
TOO MUCH, WE RAD MIGHTA HEARD TOO MUCH� WE MIGHTA HA VE SEEN TOO MUCH. But then 
if we gonna have faith , let us have faith in God an ' not in man . S ee?  We must  
have the faith . 

CUBBY Before you go • • •  
HYATT Let me hear your ques t ion . 
CUBBY Oh , I was gonna ask him about this Apos tles . Yo ' have me a little 

s tummed [ stumped ] . You s tart ed to explain it an'  then we asked yah anothah ques
t ion about it . Were you , were you saying that you know when the people put the 
Twelve Apostles in the car? Do yah have to get something that s ignif ies one o '  
the Apostles , yo ' know , something that dealt with the Apostles in the Bible to 
represent them? Yo ' know, when they do this do they [ use ] l ike uh f ig ?  Yo ' said 
somethin ' about a f ig l eaf . [ Usually the names o f  the 12 Apostles are assoc iated 
with sage l eaves : Nos . 8480 , v . 4 ; 9124-9137 , v . 4 ;  and elsewher e . ] 

BISHOP WOMACK Now wait .  Yo ' see , here ' s  the thing about that . When it 
[ thes e  rit es are ]  comin ' down, a lot of peopl e that ' s  ignorant , they heah things . 
As though yo ' an ' ah discussed this mawnin ' about men , say they ' re preachahs . 
An ' they are commercializin ' .  Well yo ' know , tha ' s f alse . 
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CUBBY Oh yes . 
BISHOP WOMACK We know that . But now these people has heard somethin ' ' bout � 

yo ' can take the Apostles an ' do all thing s . 
CUBBY Oh yes . 
BISHOP WOMACK Yo ' s ee what ah mean? So then tuh get. this woman ' s  money , ah 

mean this woman spen ' hundreds of  dollahs . See wha ' ah ' m  talkin ' about?  Go in ' 
tuh Louisiana , go in '  tub Mississipp i ,  go in'  tub Carolina , an ' up intuh Wes t Flor
ida an ' Georgia . They do es this al l the t ime becuz these people does a lot o '  
work o f  stealin ' . Yo ' know , yo ' got a lot of  people here , don ' do nothin ' but 
go ' roun'  an ' s t eal fo ' a livin' - tub go intuh othah towns . Ah ' ve had ' em  tub 
bring mink s to les an ' all the s e  thin ' s here but ah s aid , "Brothah , yo ' re wrong . 
Don ' bring ' em  this way . "  An ' they will sell them fo ' $ 300 , a $ 30 , 000 [ $ 13 , 000? ] 
stole . An ' all this kinda stuff . But peopl e ' ll say ,  Wel l ,  we ' l l take the Apos
t les . See what ah mean? An ' yo ' ll do this an' do that . But it ' s  not so . S ee ,  
yo ' do not take the Apostles an ' do any wrong things .  But if yo ' ign ' ant tub the 
fac ' , yo ' see what ah ' m  talkin ' about , if yo ' ign ' ant tuh the fact , yo ' don ' know 
any bet tah . 

HYATT In o ther words , if a person came to you and wanted you to put a spell 
on someone , you wouldn ' t  put a spell on anybody . 

BISHOP WOMACK Ah couldn ' t  do it . 
HYATT You couldn ' t do it . 
BISHOP WOMACK Ah couldn ' t do it . 
HYATT I see . That ' s  the thing . 
CUBBY You can only remove the spel l .  
BISHOP WOMACK Ah can remove the spel l .  
HYATT You can remove the spell , yes . 
BISHOP WOMACK Yo ' see ,  God say , "Woe be  intuh yo ' tha ' say , God is evil an ' 

evil is good . "  Yah s ee? Ah ' m  a true bo ' n  child of God . An ' ah couldn ' t  love 
nobody more in mah family but more than ah love yo ' .  See ,  God d ied fo ' sinnahs . 
See,  this is wheah the church come in . A lot a people say they d idn ' t go tub 
church ' cuz yo ' s a Cath ' lic . Yo ' s ee wha ' ah ' m  talkin ' about ? Yo ' s  a Presby
t erian, yo ' this an' yo ' that . But , yo ' see ,  we got ta get outa this s tuff , re
gahdless of where yo ' begin tub ' ff i liat e yo ' self wit . Don '  car e who , what 
church yo ' go tuh . Yo ' mus ' be  r ight . 

CUBBY May I ,  may I ask you a ques t ion? Now what is the maj ah diff ' rence be
tween root work and witchcraft? 

BISHOP WOMACK Wel l ,  yo ' take , well yo ' s ee ,  that p eople call roo t work witch
craft becuz they nevah has been taught . If yo ' will accept  the p recepts of  roots , 
yo ' look at  this tree . Wit ' out this tree,  wit ' [ out ] the roots i t  couldn ' t  sur
vive . Wit ' out the root bein '  in yo ' ,  yo ' couldn ' t  survive . Yo ' undahstan ' what 
ah mean? But people haven ' t been taught . Ah j is '  said , yo ' are the roo t an ' the 
offspring of David . Tha ' s  Jesus Christ . An ' we are the offspring of  Chris t .  
Yo ' see  what ah ' m  talkin ' about ? All right . BUT NOW WHEN IT COME INTUH WITCH
CRAP ' ,  THIS IS THE STUFF THAT PEOPLE GO AN ' USE AN ' MAKE UP. SEE? THERE 'S NO 
NEED IN SAY IN ' AH CAIN ' T MAKE UP WITCH CRAP ' .  AH KNOW WTS ABOUT WITCHCRAF ', FAH 
[FAR] AS THA ' CONCERNED. BUT GOD HAS SHOWED ME THESE THIN 'S. BUT AH DO KNOW HOW 
TUB STAY ' WAY FROM IT. It ' s  the bes t thing fo ' yo ' tuh be a good Samaritan ,  than 
it is fo ' yo ' tuh be the devil of a Samaritan . Yo ' s ee what ah mean? S ee ,  the 
Devil can do many thin ' s .  But it won ' hold out . Soon o '  latah it ' s  gon ' a  ki ck 
back on yuh . An ' when it ' s  kick back on yuh , then it ' s  woe ,  see . God said , "Woe 
be untub him that say good is evil an ' evil is good . 1 1 

CUBBY Excuse me a minute . Uh , I wondah roots yo ' have to mix some kind 
o '  potion or somethin ' don ' t yuh [with] roots . Is  tha ' r ight? In  ordah to do 
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a person bad , you have to use some pot ion or somethin ' , some formula? Is that 
right?  

BISHOP WOMACK It us ed tub b e  through witchcraf ' .  Now get this thin ' right . 
Witchcraf ' .  Wit chcraf ' is what yo ' can take an ' use thin ' s o '  the worl ' tub do 
a lot o '  • • •  

CUBBY Mat er ial thing s . 
BISHOP WOMACK Y eah . Us e material thin ' s .  But when yo ' comin ' down tuh the 

roo t , uh roo t , uh , yo ' survive as a terrain. Yo ' s ee right here . Roots  have got 
all this s tuff livin ' .  The grass an ' what not .  But witchcraf ' wil l kill yo ' . 
Wit chcraf ' will destroy yo ' . Yo ' see what ' m  talkin ' about ? I t  makes yo ' 
scratch . I t  makes yore min ' veah [veer ] away from the thin ' s  that is right . 
Yuh undahstan' what ah ' m  talkin ' about? Then thes e thin ' s yuh , then it  can eat 
choo up so  bad an ' yo ' s cratch an ' yo ' dig . That ' s  witchcraf ' .  S ee? It ' s  only 
witchcraf ' o f  the roots . An ' if yo ' the root of Chris t ,  then yo ' gon' a bring 
forth fruit . But wit chcraf ' ll demo lish yah from the face o '  the earth . 

CUBBY In your heal ing , B ishop Womack, do you use any oil or anything ? 
BISHOP WOMACK O il? Yes , ah do . We take pure olive oil . Ah call [ recal l ]  

in James 5 : 14 ,  " I f  any among you are s ick, afflic ted let ' im  call fo ' the eldahs 
of the church , then he anoint yuh wit o il an' yo ' pray ovah ' im . Let ' im  s ing 
songs an ' make merry . "  The B ib le say he shall b e  healed an ' if he has commit t ed 
any s in it will be forgiven tub ' im .  Tha ' s  from James 5 : 14 [actual ly James 5 : 13-
15 ] .  Well , yo ' see,  if yo ' gon ' a  use the Bib l e ,  use the Bible . S ee ,  we takes 
an ' consecrate oil . Ah has a consecrat ion oil . Like ah told Brothah [ Knowles ] 
heah. Tha ' ' no int . See  what ah ' m  talkin ' about ? We have people ' no int in '  day 
aftah day fo ' prayah . Day aftah day ah got many people how b ecuz they are pos
sessed wit demons . Lot ta people come here is possessed wit demons . But ah know 
if ah was tuh take an ' let ' em  pray an' ' no int an ' use cons ecrate [ d )  watah an ' 
o il ,  it doesn ' t make me no diffren ' . Ah have been in places an ' ah us e o il an ' 
people say ,  "Oh that oil  wil l  bewitch the man ' s mind . He this an ' that . He heal 
but he heal through that  o il .  The man got somethin '  in the oil . "  But ah been 
places , yo ' know in an ' out a lot ta small town ,  an ' ah don ' t know but yuh have 
tub use what God have g ive yo ' tub use .  An ' people would go in, an ' they would 
be acomin ' from the spring an ' they have watah . An ' they have a basin theah tuh 
wash yuh han' . AN ' THE LORD JIS ' SPOKE TUH 'EM, SAID, "LET 'EM BRING WATAH. " 
AN ' AH JIS ' HAD WATAH LIKE THIS AN ' WASH MAH HAN ' . AN ' IN THE NAME OF JESUS, 
SHO ' ENUFF, AH JIS ' THROW THE WATAH. PEOPLE JIS ' FALL OUT, SCREAMIN ' AN ' HOL
LAHIN ' UNDAH THE POWAH OF GOD. God use His people as yo ' , as He s ees f it tub 
live clean . Yuh see the third chaptah of James , uh [ I  mean] Amos 3 and 7 :  "The 
Lord God wlll do nothin ' , but He revea leth untuh his s ervants the prophet s � 
[ Quotat ion accurat e . ] Like yo ' s ervants of  God , then God reveal these things 
unto yuh . God f inished His work. S ix days He made an ' did all the work,  an ' 
the seventh is the , He res ted untuh the Lord thy God . But chah s ee we have so 
many people tuhday don '  know how tub rightly divide the word or t ell yo ' ,  "Honey , 
yo ' j is '  wait on God . God gonna make a way some how . " But Jesus said , "Ah am 
the way . "  Yuh see  what ah mean? Yo ' an'  ah are suppose tuh work. GOD IS NOT 
GON 'A GO AROUN 1 HEAH AN ' DOIN ' WHAT YO ' ALL DOIN ' THIS MAWNIN ' .  

CUBBY That ' s  right . 
BISHOP WOMACK He give this Brothah a revelat ion that He  might get yo ' ,  man . 

That choo may go out an ' do the thin' s [ o f  God ] . See , we are taught wrong in 
our churches mos '  evrahwhare .  THAT 'S WHY SO MANY PEOPLE IS, BECOME TUH BE NOTH
ING. THEY SIT DOWN AN '  WAIT ON GOD. AH DON ' WAIT ON, AH DON ' WAIT ON GOD FO ' 
ANYTHING. WHY SHOULD AH WAIT ON GOD WHEN GOD HAS PREPARED EVRAHTHIN ' AH HAVE FO ' 
ME. IF AH SEE SOMETHIN ' AH WAN ' ,  HAVE FAITH IN GOD AN ' GO GET IT. 
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CUBBY Uh , cutting in on you for a minute . 
B ISHOP WOMACK Yes ?  
CUBBY I notice you said something again about wat er . And b efo r e ,  you men-

tioned something about some wat er that you had consecrated . 
BISHOP WOMACK Cons ecra t ed ,  yes . 
CUBBY Uh , wha ' do yuh use this f or?  
BISHOP WOMACK Yo ' know, j is '  l ike if yo ' would come [ to me] j is '  l ike this 

lady . If a p erson is us in ' , workin ' by the spirit of God , they has a spring up 
here somewhere , they call the S even Springs . 

CUBBY Oh yes . 
HYATT The S even Springs? 
CUBBY The S even Spring s ,  yes . They hadda • • •  

HYATT You know where  that is?  
CUBBY I don ' t know the exact locat ion of it , but ah ' ve heard of  it . 
BISHOP WOMACK S even Springs is somewheah out between Wildwood an ' Okelah [ ? ] .  

S omewheah out theah b ecuz ah had a white lady , ah mean she come tuh me an ' she 
was possessed wit demons , uh big woman in this town (which town? ] . An ' she come 
out very regulahly . An' people had huPt [ hoodooed]  ' er verah much . An ' ah don ' 
know, but ah have r ead lots about watah . Watah is good fo ' this an ' watah is 
good fo ' that . An ' so she wen ' up an ' brought this watah from the S even Springs . 
She brought me about foah gallons . An' ah had a woman tuh tell me in Tampa the 
othah day that how she ' s  been drinkin ' this watah an ' say that , "Ah don ' undah
s tan ' it , "  say , "What is in this watah? What is it ? "  Well , what do ah know 
what ' s  in the watah . It came from the spring . Tha ' s not mah business . God 
mad e  the watah . Ah don ' know what  kinda chemicals is down theah . An ' they don '  
need me t ry tub tell yo ' that ah  know what kinda chemicals are in  the watah , when 
God made that watah . But He made it fo ' a special purpos e .  Yah s ee what ah 
mean? Now, ah have been tole that peopl e from all ovah goin ' tuh this plac e ,  up 
theah tuh the S even Springs , they don '  know whethah there ' s uranium theah . They 
don'  know whethah ' s  the Ind ians has l ef t  treasur es theah . But they ask me tub 
come go an'  ah prob ' ly b e  leavin ' nex ' week an ' ah ' m  goin ' up there becuz there 
are some outs tandin '  people , money people . An ' they say we will give yo ' a third 
if yo ' j is '  come up an ' j is '  tell us what it is an ' if yo ' do , we gonna build a 
b ig intahdenomination c entah up theah . An ' gonna build a motel an ' plac e fo ' re
tard ed children . Becuz the peopl e who send in '  fo ' me , they got the money , an ' 
they can get a grant . S ee? Ah mean, as long as a person stay ' umble b ef o ' God 
an ' do what God say do , there are many blessin ' s fo ' yo ' .  Yo ' not even ab le tuh 
put the b less in ' s , accordin ' tub Malachi 3 : 10 .  God said He ' l l open up the windah 
out o f  heaven, po ' yo ' out a blessin ' s ,  that choo wil l  not have room enough tuh 
receive it [ quotation correct ] .  Well s e e ,  ah believe that . SEE, AH KNOW THE 
WORL ' .  AH TOLE YO ' MAH HIST 'RY 0 '  LIFE. TRA VELIN ' FROM COAST TUH COAST. AH 
KNOW THAT. BUT SEE NOW, THAT 'UMBLIN ' MAHSELF. AH 'M A ' UMBLE CHILD THAT AH 
MIGHT SEE A BETTAH SIDE OF LIFE, THAN AH DID WHEN AH WAS ON THE ROUGH SIDES OF 
LIFE. 

HYATT Before we go on, you mentioned about the S even Springs . Treasur es . 
Did anyone ever come to you and say they knew where there were some buried treas
ures and ask you to help them dig , get it or locate it or dig it up ? Or anything 
of that sort?  

BISHOP WOMACK No , they j is '  asked me , would yo ' mind come , go in '  an ' s it t in '  
there.  Ah have tole them s o  many thing s .  AH COULD TAKE YO ' IN THERE AN ' BEGAN 
TUB PRAY AN ' HAVE MAH BIBLE RIGHT, AH COULD TELL YO ' MUCH ABOUT YOUR LIFE. SEE 
WHAT AH MEAN? 

HYATT I s ee .  
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BISHOP WOMACK That ' s  it . Becuz f irst thing , ah consult God about yo ' . S ee ,  
an' tha ' s why ah can say , people is people .  Ah don '  care what colah yo ' ar e an ' 
what not .  Yuh b lood is red . The Bible say , Acts 17 : 26 :  "Out o '  one blo od God 
mad e  all nat ions to dwell upon the face of the Earth [ quotation correct ] . " So 
we want to s ee the blood of Jesus . An ' Acts 2 : 42 :  "An ' all o '  God ' s  people 
continued into one doctrine . "  Is that right or wrong? [ Quotat ion approxi
mat ely correct for chap t er and verse . ] 

HYATT That ' s  true .  
BISHOP WOMACK Wel l yuh s ee ,  that ' s  what the Bible said . 
HYATT Well the reason I asked you this , sometimes when they ' re digging up 

this treasure they , they want a preacher to  come , to be reading the Bible or 
pray ing or something while [ they are digg ing ] . They ' re afraid of  the spirits . 

BISHOP WOMACK Well , that ' s  the thing about it . Peopl e  are afraid o f  the 
sp irits .  Ah went out one night wit a man, an ' ah think it was out from Hysperdes 
[Hesperides ? ]  an ' ah had this much experience . We had some dogs , we was huntin ' . 
An ' ah don ' know, but the dogs beg in tub bark an ' hollah an ' run tub an ' fro . 
An ' , but we all was s innahs out d ere . We say we was Chr istians , we all were 
sinnahs . An ' do yo ' know, ah saw somethin ' f ell out the tree? An ' when it 
did , the dog ran down theah at it an ' when,  when they came back they hoopin ' an ' 
hollahin ' . An ' mah f athah say , "We bettah get outa heah . It  look like somethin ' 
j is ' went on ovah our head ! "  Like this . An ' we go t nervous . An ' we went tub 
j umpin ' ovah the fence an ' evahthin ' ,  an ' mah fathah an '  all o '  them got scared 
an ' went tuh the highway . An ' ah went tuh the car . An ' ah had tuh drive the 
car becuz they ' re spirits whethah people believe it o r  no t . There are spir its . 

[ For s imilar hunt ing stories , especially the opossum, see Nos . 2 34-23 7 , p . 65 , and 
probably els ewhere . ]  

But thes e people want me tub go down tuh the S pring . They b elieve ah have 
enough of God in me , an ' ah know ah have enough God .  I f  ah can s et heah , ah can 
c011DD.une wit God . Yuh s ee in Psalm 4 an ' 4 ,  David s ay ,  "How ah lie down an ' ah 
commune with God [ this vers e says " commune with your own heart" ] . Then ah think 
Solomon was one amongst the greates t  men, tha t  was evah down heah j is ' naturally 
s o  [without any command from God ] that he said how he stayed theah , Songs [Song 
of So lomon ] 1 and 18 , how he communed with God . [ S ince ther e is no Song of Songs 
or So lomon ' s  Song 1 : 18 or chapter 18 , we mus t assume the Bishop means the whole 
song or book.  Though the Chris tian Church for c entur ies has wrung its hands in 
despair trying to allegorize the human love of this love classic , the Bishop 
rightly sees human love as communion with God ! ]  

Then we read in the 1 2 th chaptah of Acts Apos tles where , when Peter was theah 
communin' wit God , an ' they had kil led James j is '  b efo ' Eas tah . Yo ' s ee what 
ah ' m  talkin ' about ? An '  by him communin' wit God , then God sen '  an' angel from 
heaven an ' unloo sed him [ from prison ] an ' say , "Ris e ,  an ' get outa heah quickly . " 
An ' when he went , yo ' know, he went tub this house wheah these mo thahs wuz havin ' 
prayah . So this is the thing , that what ah mean tub say , that we need tuh come 
back [ to a bet t er religion? ] , Yo ' s ee , if yo ' gonna be  a minis tah ,  ah think the 
Bible says in Acts 20 : 28 ,  " Take heed therefo ' unto yo ' self in which the Holy 
Ghost has made yo ' ovahseeahs tub f eed the Church of  God" [ this is near enough 
to original ] . So see,  it ' s  onlah [ only ] one church, as far as ah ' m  concerned . 
S ee? An ' then when a man has gone in it , yo ' don ' have tuh realize  [what does 
rea lize mean here? ] that nothin ' yo ' gonna speak or say , Becuz yo ' know ah think 
the 14th chaptah o '  St. John in the 16th verse  he say ,  "An '  ah pray tub the fa
thah that He would give yo ' anothah comfo ' tab" [ ref erence 0 .  K. ] .  An ' the 26 th 
of the 14 th chaptah say , "The Comfo ' tah which is the Holy Ghos t  shall lead , 
guide , an ' t each yuh all things at tha t  present hour [ reference O . K. ) .  An ' 
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that ' s  why ah say , here is the thing that nobody don ' have tuh tell a child of  
God yo ' be wit the conversation.  An ' theah is somethin '  that choo could feel . 
Shore ' nuff through God ' s  anno inted an ' these people has been ' roun ' me . [ Is 
he calling hims elf God ' s  annoint ed? ] They have seen so many miracl es wrought , 
until they want me tuh j is ' come an ' sit  down . An' if ah would s et down there 
[ at S even Springs? ] an ' commune , ah wil l know, Brothah . Nobody don ' haveta tell 
me . Ah would know . 

HYATT Um hum . By the way , these people that read your palms an ' all that 
sort of  thing , tell fortunes . They somet imes look in a crystal ball . What do 
you think about that?  

BISHOP WOMACK I think they are great . An ' ah ' l l tell yuh why ah think they 
are great . Ah have no r ight • • •  

HYATT I mean,  I ' m not asking you to critic ize  or anything . 
BISHOP WOMACK No ! No ! No ! Ah ' m  j is '  gonna say this . Why ah say they are 

great , that we must firs ' look at the Bibl e .  Now this is of the wor l ' .  Yo '  see 
what ah mean? An ' yo ' know we have a lotta people in the world , don ' t we? Now 
when we go intuh , now this is where a lotta this swin ' le an ' cheatin '  an ' a lot
ta robb ' ry an ' brib ' ry comin ' in. Yo '  mus ' remembah in the 2nd chaptah of Danie t ,  
that the soothsayah , the palmis t ,  an ' all tho s e  wis e men • • •  

HYATT Yes , yes . 
BISHOP WOMACK • • •  yo ' remembah that . Yo '  remembah that how, that they was 

Nebuchadnazah ,  these was a nebuchadnazah men , weren ' t they? 
HYATT Yes . 
BISHOP WOMACK Nebuchadnazah knew God , but he wan ' ed [wanted ] tuh use hims elf 

mo ' then the God of  Shadrack , Meshack and Abend igo an ' Daniel . An ' yo ' remembah 
that when these palmists an ' evahthin ' ,  tha t  when he had the dream • • •  

HYATT Um hum . 
BISHOP WOMACK Ya ' remembah? Nebuchadnezzar had the dream .  An ' when he had 

the dream , he j umps in an ' then he call all his soothsayahs , his palmis ' s ,  his 
!__an ' what not ,  all these great men. An ' when he asked them tuh interpretate 

the dream , nobody can interpretate it , could they? Huh? But thes e ,  these lit
t le fellahs that which had s tayed b ef o ' God prayin ' , they didn ' t go an ' drink 
the wine an ' becuz they knew bettah .  They j is '  use their body as a livin ' 
sacrif ice . An ' by us in ' their body as a l ivin '  sacrifice , then this man said 
one day , leas ' no [ none ] o '  you can int erpretat e mah dream , ah 'm gon ' have all 
of  yo ' kil led . So befo ' they had him killed , one man said this . "That li ' le 
fellah that yo ' got up theah , that little boy yo ' got up theah, "  says , "why don ' 
chah call them an ' talk tub them? " Is  tha ' r ight? Wasn ' t  it ? An ' he called ' em  
an' he talked tuh ' em. But when he talked tuh o le Daniel , then he gave Daniel 
the name ; was Beltashasar [ Belteshazzar ] yo '  remembah? 

HYATT Umn. 
BISHOP WOMACK Then he took Daniel , an ' as he talked tuh Daniel , then Daniel 

tole ' im ,  he said , "Now , wait king . Befo ' yo ' destroy it , ah wan ' tuh go , Y9 ' 
know an ' on tuhmarrah ah ' m  gon ' a  tell yah yuh dream . An ' on the nes ' [ next ] 
day , he called him an ' tole him all his dream an ' tole j is '  how he was gonna b e  
found wantin ' . Tole him how he was gon' a g o  out an ' eat grass , out wit cows an ' 
evrahthin ' .  Al l tha ' happened , didn ' it?  Well yah see ,  when it come tuh the 
warley [worldly ] things , it proves tuh yo ' that these men was all r ight . S ee? 
But then, the powah of God is more,  becuz the powah o f  God saved the men. Yah 
undahstan' what ah mean? 

HYATT Um. 
BISHOP WOMACK He cannot des troy thes e men, b ecuz thes e chil ' ren what s tayed 

befo ' God prayin ' , an' j is '  drinkin ' bread an ' watah . Not worryin ' about al l 
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the wine an ' all the bes t o f  food an ' evrahthin ' .  The powah was in him becuz 
he s tayed befo ' God , prayin ' . AN ' THIS IS WHAT AH SAY TUHDAY� THAT WE NEED IT 
VERAH MUCH. WE NEED MEN TUH GO BACK. AN ' LES ' [LET US] HAVE PRAYAH� BECUZ IF 
WE DON '�  WITCHCRAF ' IS TAKIN ' OVAH THE WORL ' .  SEE? 

HYATT YOU THINK WITCHCRAFT IS GETTING WORSE? 
BISHOP WOMACK WITCHCRAF ' IS WORSE AN ' WORSE AN ' WORSE ALL THE TIME. 
HYATT Hum • • •  
BISHOP WOMACK Worse an ' worsah all the t ime . Wit chcraf ' is gett in '  worsah 

' cuz the day that yo ' have no preachahs , yo ' have no teachahs , ah ' ll tell yah 
what . Yo ' j is '  travel around up the worl ' theah , way up theah in Wes ' Florida , 
an ' go up in Georgia an ' Ca ' lina an ' yo ' b e  surpris ed tuh see the cars wit num
bah foah l icense on their tuhday . 

HYATT Number four? 
BISHOP WOMACK Tha ' s [ that is ] right . Tha ' s  numbah foah , S t .  Petahsburg , 

P inellas County . 
CUBBY Yeah , they , they go up theah ' cause that ' s  where a lo t o f  the root doc-

tabs , witchcraft workahs out there . 
BISHOP WOMACK Tha ' s right . Witchcraf ' people . Yes . 
HYATT Well , who the • • •  

BISHOP WOMACK Yes . Breakin ' up the families . Tha ' s  why yo ' have so  many 
homes broke up . An ' yo ' [will ] have mo ' .  

HYATT Wel l  where , where are these doators , where are they up there? In these 
places ? 

BISHOP WOMACK Well , j is '  var ious p laces . 
HYATT Well , why don ' t they have people down here take care of  ' em? 
B ISHOP WOMACK Well , it ' s  no t many men go in ' a  sacraf ice they life fo ' God .  

S ee ,  yo ' got tuh d ie fo ' the rudiment thin ' s o f  the wor ld , the element thin ' s o f  
the world . Yo ' mus ' d ie .  

HYATT An ' this all ,  but they all think they go up t o  Georg ia , South Carolina , 
somebody ' s  bet ter up there • •  , 

BISHOP WOMACK Oh , they all think s o  until they done lest [ los t ]  all their 
money they spend on ' em,  then they come here . 

HYATT Ha , ha . 
BISHOP WOMACK Yah see what ah ' m  talkin 1 about ? 
CUBBY Right back from where they lef t . 
BISHOP WOMACK Turn right back an ' come here an ' ah makes ' em pray . Tha ' s  

where ah come in at . AH MAKE 'EM PRAISE THE LORD RIGHT IN THEAH� SHOUTIN ' AN ' 
DANCIN '� PRAISIN ' GOD FO ' HIS ALMIGHTY POWAH. 

HYATT They are looking for magic results . 
BISHOP WOMACK Tha ' s right . 
HYATT They don ' t want to do anything for them [ results ] ,  they don ' t want to 

cooperate by praying . 
BISHOP WOMACK No ! No ! No ! No cooperat ion, yo ' know, yo ' don ' have no prayah 

meetin ' in no church no mo ' .  Yo ' know they go , " Fathah in heaven we thank The e ,  
beep , beep , beep ! "  Thats it . Yo ' s e e  what ah mean? But the o l d  time , yo ' know, 
we s tayed on our knees t il ' yah felt somethin ' . An ' when yo ' felt that thin ' , 
then yo ' survived . People used tuh walk days an ' nights ,  glorifyin ' God , but 
right now they go tuh church an ' from the church they leave there an ' go tuh the 
barroom . They pull off  their robes , they get drunk. They pull o f f  their robe 
an ' leave them in the barroom . See, these are the thin ' which is destroyin ' the 
freedom of America . So we gonna have tub have some dras t ic dis astah . An ' God 
gonna let it come upon us , that  somebody gon ' a be saved . See ,  how this is the 
thing which we is confrontin ' tuhday . An ' we gon ' a have tub be verah careful . 
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HYATT How? What? 
CUBBY I didn ' t wan ' a ask a ques tion.  I was gon ' a  tell yo ' to ask him about 

this altar , yo ' know, that mos t  of the healers us e .  Yo ' prob ' ly could explain 
it tuh ' em  [ him ]  better about the altar . 

HYATT Well , a person in healing , some people us e altars . But that ' s  primari
ly down around new Orleans where they ' re in a Roman Catholic atmosphere ,  where 
people have more belief in the altar an ' the use of  candles . Now the people 
around here also us e candles but we use  them in a little bit  different way . It 
all depends on what you are us ing . You [ the Bishop ] primarily are using prayer 
alone . That ' s  the main thing . 

A f ellow was t elling us the o ther day about his grandmother who had ab il ity 
to do roo t work and all tha t  sort of thing . And they called her a witch.  The 
people didn ' t know what she was doing . She was associated with a blackb ird that 
was half  blackbird and half owl . Did you ever hear of  that ? Then when she died 
the undertaker put her on the table and was get ting ready to lay her out and this 
blackbird-owl got into the undertaking parlor and al l that sort of thing and when 
they went in there this blackbird-owl had left and this woman had d isappeared . 
Now he ' s  trying to say some way that she and that blackb ird , they are connec t ed 
in some way . 

CUBBY The blackbird was a spirit  of  her , is that i t ?  
HYATT O h ,  the blackbird ' s  probably a part of her , her sp irit or [ famil iar ] 

something of that sort [ accord ing to bel ievers ] .  
BISHOP WOMACK Well you know people who have sold theirself out to the devil , 

anything can happen .  S ee ,  you must remembah this . 
HYATT Yes . [And now follows a very unusual version of  the disappeaPing 

hitchhikeP ! ]  
BISHOP WOMACK Now ah wuz comin ' out o f  Wil ' berry intuh Tampa one day an ' 

there wus a ole lady that ah saw an ' she asked me tub let ' er ride intuh Tampa 
wit me . 

HYATT Uh huh . [Here comes a new and interes ting vers ion of  a story I f irst  
heard on the East ern Shor e o f  Maryland in 1936 . See margin title SUDDEN DIS
APPEARANCE , Nos . 7 3 & 74 , p . 30f . , vol . l . ] 

BISHOP WOMACK An ' when ah got j is '  about intuh Tampa ah looked an ' ah didn ' t  
see this woman . 

HYATT In your car? 
BISHOP WOMACK Ah didn ' t  even see ' er .  Ah d idn ' t even see this woman an ' 

tha ' happen on s ev ' ral occasions . 
HYATT This is s ide three of  cas set tes . We ' re recording Bishop Womack ' s  ex

periences and beliefs and we ' re go ing to talk now . He says he does use an altar . 
BISHOP WOMACK Yes . 
HYATT How? Tell me again . Begin there with Reve lations . That was very 

int eres t ing . Repeat the Reve lations , then bring in the altars and candles . 
BISHOP WOMACK Ah have an altah in mah hous e .  An ' the reason that ah have 

an altah in mah hous e ,  that Jesus said in Reve lations , ' roun ' about the 22nd 
chaptah, the 1 7 th an ' 18th verse ,  he said , " If any man should add tub the pPoph
esies book , he ' s  gon ' a add the plagues which is in it . An ' if any man shall take 
away from the pPophet ' s  book , that he is gon ' a take out [ b e  taken out o f ]  the 
book of life . [Preced ing reference is Rev . 22 : 18-19 . ]  So in mah exper ience , an ' 
ah mean true experience ,  that he says this in the 8 th chaptah o f  Reve lations [ ? ]  
b eginnin' f rom 1st throughout 5 t h [ ? ]  verse , "An ' where they opened the seal of  
God , he said , the s econ ' angel brought in myrrh , he brought incens e an ' canel
sticks . "  Well we know that canelsticks [ candles t icks ] yo ' us e for canels [ can
dles ] . [ As you know, there were no candles and candles ticks in Biblical t imes , 
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as these words in the King James version of the B ib le sugges t ,  candles no t yet 
having been invented . This is why the English and later the American Revised 
Vers ions changed the word candle to lamp , normally a small clay bowl with handle 
and spout , and float-wick in o l ive o il . ] An ' this incens e .  An ' so , when yo ' go 
befo ' God an ' yo ' pray , befo ' God evah mo ' nin ' [morning ] anoint yuh head wit oil . 
Any man can do it , if yo ' was tub take this incens e an ' wit chere canels . TRERE 
IS A CANEL FO ' POWAH� A RED CANEL FO ' POWAH. THE WHITE CANEL IS FO ' PURITIES. 
THE GREEN CANELS ARE FO ' MONEY. PURPLE CANELS IS FO ' BRING IN ' PEOPLE DOWN FROM 
A HIGH STATE� REPRESENTIN ' TRE ROAD TUH JESUS. Wit all these d iffer en ' thing s ,  
ah mean ah can g o  along o n  an ' j is '  tell yo ' the contents o f  the many thin ' s that 
which ah have had experience.  Yo ' can burn canel when yuh chil ' ren are sick ,  an ' 
when loved one is  go in ' befo ' the j udge an ' what no t ,  an ' God will have mercy an ' 
compas sion , becuz the Bible says , that when yo ' do thes e thin ' , heaven is opened 
an ' the saints of God , the prayah goes up through the smoke , then yo ' know good 
an ' well yo ' an ' ah don ' know wheah the smoke is goin '  tub,  but then God honah 
that through his saints . But we not ice that o thah churches an' thin ' s has used 
lot ' a  canels an ' ah think that this has been a great bless in '  through the Cath ' 
iic organization all the way down in mah experienc e .  Fo ' it ' s  finances [ finan
c ial ] affairs they will us e this - in they s ervices , which ah don ' blame . It  
is really good an ' y ' all  can try it . All , y ' al l  can try it when yo ' go home an ' 
yo ' will f in '  that  when yo ' will pray , that yo ' grow s trong in powahs wit God .  
S ee? 

HYATT By the way , have you ever , as far as you know, have you ever had any-
one o f  the Roman Catholic faith come to you? 

BISHOP WOMACK Yes . 
HYATT For advice? 
BISHOP WOMACK Yes . Yes . 
HYATT Wel l ,  tell me about an exper ience of that type . I mean are they sup

pos ed to come to you? Isn ' t that commit t ing a sin against their church , or what ?  
BISHOP WOMACK Well l et me t el l yo ' somethin ' that ah have found out about 

man . We have all had a weakness in our l ife , an ' has a s ick mess . Ah don' care 
what kinda organization yah be in, there ' s  a s icknes s  ' mongst all . An '  ah have 
had Cath ' lics come tub me becuz ah was in a great healin ' meetin ' . An ' durin '  
the healin ' meet in ' , thes e people wa s  out theah . An '  they didn ' have any money 
j is '  like the othah people didn ' t have none , but yet s t ill they d idn ' wan ' a suf
fah . So when they came in - an ' we had such a great heal in'  meet in ' - then they 
went back tub the pries t an '  they tole me they was gain ' , b ecuz we had Scriptures 
there on what we was doin ' . So  when they went back tub the pries t , the priest 
say , "Well , if yo ' wan ' a go  wit the Bishop Womack yo ' j is '  go on wit ' em . "  Say ,  
"We don ' have no doubt o '  what the man is doin ' , "  he said , " but this not our way 
o '  doin ' thin ' s . 1 1 Well that was very hones t ,  ah think, in them comin ' back an ' 
the pries t sayin ' it . 

HYATT Uh huh, f ine . 
BISHOP WOMACK All r ight . It the same way about Jews . Ah deal wit a lot o '  

Jews . Ah was ovah theah in Tampa the othah day intuh the S t . Joseph ' s  Hospital . 
That ' s  the one ah think ah had been in Buffalo [New York] . An ' intuh thes e dif
f ' ren'  places there are qu ite [ a  number ]  o '  Jews ah have dealin ' wit . Now, they 
don ' supposed tub eat any po ' k  they said . S ee what ah mean? An ' they don'  b e
lieve in Jesus Christ .  Now that what they tell me but they believe in God . 
Well , though they believe in God an ' no t in Jesus Christ , but they have me tub 
come in an ' pray fo ' ' em  becuz ah b elieve bo th . Ah believe Jesss  Chris t  is God ' s  
own son.  An ' ah believe wit ' in mahself , acco ' din ' tub S t .  John , 10 an'  30 , 
that Jesus said , "Ah an ' Mah fathah is One . " [Refer ence corr ec t . ] Ah believe in 
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the 1 7 th chap tah of St .  John, that when Jesus prayed the prayah , said , "Lord , 
make us One" [ verse 11 ] . An ' that ' s  what ah wan ' a  be . Ah wan ' a  be one wit the 
brothahhood . So , an ' when this woman would get s ick, they sen '  fo ' me . Ah hap
pened tuh be  in the hosp ital o thah day ovah theah an ' the rabbi was theah . An ' 
when the rabbi was theah , he went fo ' a check.  [ Be careful Bishop ! I am sure 
you mean he went to aheak her heal th and not to receive a aheak meaning money ! ] 
She didn ' ask him tuh pray , but befo ' ah lef t  she asked me tuh pray fo ' ' er .  An ' 
ah picked up her in mah arm [ put an arm about her ] an ' ah prayed fo ' ' er - this 
was a Jew woman - in the Name of  Jesus . An ' when ah prayed fo '  ' er she said , 
"Thank you . "  Then she gave me a check of $ 3 . 00 .  She say , "Ah f eel a lo ts bet
tah . " Well now she has been operated on an ' she ' s do in ' f ine . An '  when ah go 
ovah theah , then she said uh , "Ah so thank God yo ' didn ' t tell  ' em we eat in ' ole 
spare ribs an ' ham an' all that kinda s tuf f . " So yah s ee ,  in mah way of s eein ' 
l ife we don ' have no thin ' but a bunch of hypocrites in all thes e churches . Yuh 
s ee what ah ' m  talkin ' about .  

HYATT [ To b e  certain I understood , I return to the check ] . D id you say 
something about the Rabbi going for his check or something? 

BISHOP WOMACK Wel l ,  when she went over there .  That ' s  what he went for , his 
check . 

HYATT Oh , he went for his check . 
BISHOP WOMACK An ' he said , "Blah , blah ,  b lah ,  b lah , blah ,  b lah , blah ,  b lah , 

blah , " in prayah , then said , " The check . " An ' when he lef ' out , then she ask me 
tuh pray fo ' ' er .  [All laugh . This probab ly included me . The Bishop was an 
actor , and thes e 9 bZahs were too much to remain s ilent . ]  An '  ah put mah arm • • •  

HYATT She gave him his check, maybe she was afraid no t to , and then - but 
she really want ed you to do the praying ?  [ Continues to laugh . ] 

BISHOP WOMACK Yeah , she really wanted me tuh do the praying . An ' us , ah 
mean, an ' by doin ' the prayin ' , wel l  ah mean she comes ovah tuh mah house right 
now. An ' she ' ll be ovah, this week suppos ed tuh be comin ' up . An ' she come 
ovah an ' they sit  down an '  they talk a lots wit me becuz , ac cordin ' tuh the J ew

ish faith its [ the faith is ] undahneath the laws of  God . An ' we no tice in Num
bahs the 6th chaptah in the s econd an ' the third verse , "Now [ if you gon ' a be so 
technical ]  God tole yuh don '  drink no l ikah , no wine or no strong drinks . "  [ Ref
erence correct . ]  Now God said that . But when yo ' go ovah theah , ah been ovah 
uh they b ig feasts . An ' yo ' know what they have? They have nuthin but wine of  
all kin ' an ' smokin ' o f  all kind an ' they have cakes an ' grapes . So , yo ' see 
when it comin ' down tuh diagnoshin ' [ diagnos ing ] man , as ah have had experience 
in it , ah don ' pay man no min ' , don ' care who he i s , whethah he ' s  pries t ,  bishop , 
or the ? • Ah don ' pay none o f  ' em  no min ' . Only one thing ah see .  Ah wanna 
s ee God in ' im , an ' by his works . That ' s  why ah think Jesus made this statement 
so plain . When they say becuz he was a Jew an' this an ' that yo ' come tuh con
demn the laws of Moses . But Jesus say in John roun ' about 7 : 16 says , " I f  yo ' d  
[ you had ] knowed Me , yo ' d  [ you would ] known whethah it was Mah doctrine or 
whethah i t  was o '  God . "  [ It was ac tually John 7 : 17 . ] He said , "Did not Mos es 
give yo ' the law an ' yet none o f  yo ' kept the law? Why go  about to kill me? 1 1  
[ John 7 : 19 . ] What ah feel though , this what we should [ do ]  is l et our work shine 
b efo ' men. Evrabody has the same min ' an ' same conscience whethah we use it or 
not .  An ' if we wuz tuh do that - don ' yo ' know if yuh hand was cut off  tuhday 
an ' yo '  see  yuh bab ies out d ere,  some a lov ed ones - yo ' see  them out there wit 
their leg cut off  - yo ' know good an ' well yo ' want somebody tuh do somethin ' 
good fo ' it . But undahneath the law,  we are suppo s ed tuh go an ' s tay in our 
hous e an ' when the day of the f east , we supposed [ to ]  go out theah an ' get s tuff 
an ' bring it in, but we don ' go out on the Sabbath day . 
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HYATT Yes , I know . 
BISHOP WOMACK But tuhday we has a greatah thing in the Sabbath that ' s  the 

Lord wit ' in [ within ] man . An ' if we got Chris ' wit ' in us , then we wan ' a  let our 
light so shine . So ah don ' pay no ' tent ion hardly tub what man say ,  regardless 
about his relig ion affiliation . Religion is only a duty . James 1 : 2 7 an ' 28  say 
religion is a duty . Tub vis it the widows an ' do benevolence tub the orphan , then 
rendah yo ' know untuh the sick . Vis it the s ick an ' all this diff ' ren ' thing 
[ reference is somewhat s imilar ] .  But tuhday we hardly have these kinda people . 
Now that ' s  religion . Religion does not mean tub say that we are born by the 
spirit of God . So the thin ' about it , we mus t eat the whole book , if yo ' an ' ah 
wan ' a be very successful in this sp iritual warfare . Then we are one . We are no 
more s eas [ ? ]  by the Gentiles . But when a man b ecome in the body of Christ , then 
we are drafted [ grafted? ] through the spirit of God that , that makes us a Jew 
through the body of  Jesus Chris t .  Now [ that is ] accordin ' tub Ga latians , the 
3rd chaptah in the 8th an ' the 9 th verse [ quotation correct ] .  An ' then the Bible 
say in the lOth verse that , " Cursed be evrahone of  yo ' that continyah intuh the 
law an ' do not evrahthin ' that ' s  written intuh the Book of the Law . " [Quotat ion 
correc t . ] But who could keep the law? The f irs ' fruit , the f irs ' dove , the f irs'  
book , the f irs ' ram .  Who could keep the law an ' offah up a bull an ' actions unto 
God? Well yuh see , this is not it . 

HYATT TO CUBBY Just a moment . Remind me when we leave , I want to get a p ic
ture o f  the Bishop , the Bishop and me together . And then the three of us togeth-
er . 

BISHOP WOMACK Right , that ' d be good . 
HYATT Sure . I think so , I real ly think so . And Brother Knowles has a par

t icular case  • • •  l et him explain it in the recording himself . 
BISHOP WOMACK [ shouts ] Brothah Knowles ! Come ' re !  But it ' s  so many people 

been healed . He has been blind fo ' several yeahs , yah think a that ! Fo ' s everal 
yeahs ! An ' ah mean he coudn ' see an ' couldn ' walk .  An ' that ' s  j is ' only a touch 
o f  the powah of God . He j umped up an ' began tub run [ aft er he was healed ] . 

HYATT Do you think that some , some healers are fakes ? 
BISHOP WOMACK Ah know they are . Ah don '  have tub think that . 

seen diff ' runt men that use oil tub bewitch the min ' s of  people . 
fo ' med that they put somethin ' in o il that make the people go out 
somethin ' colorless ,  a clor ' fo ' m [ chloroform] yo ' know? 

HYATT Oh ! 

Ah know ah ' ve 
An '  ah was in
their min ' , 

BISHOP WOMACK An ' all those  diff ' run ' thin ' s an ' put evil spirits in there . 
S ee ,  ah mean , we are livin ' an ' in a day , it is some way it wuz in the day when 
God tole Moses tub go down amongs t  Pharaohs . Yuh see , he did the same thin ' , 
both o f  ' em.  But one thing about it , wit God yo ' can j is '  assume , yo ' can j is '  
des troy all the works o f  the Devil . Yuh see? So that ' s  what this thing cons ists 
o f  tuhday .  Ah mean wit men comin ' here wit all kin ' o '  wit chcraft wit men an ' 
women . An ' whatevah they do tub people ,  ah could lay mah han ' on yuh . S ee what 
ah ' m  talkin ' about ? IT IS THE POWAHS OF GOD, GLORY TUH GOD, GO THROUGH MAH BODY. 
SEE! FROM THE FATHAH. BY LIVIN ' A CLEAN LIFE IS JIS ' TUH FIN ' THE TRUTH. 

KNOWLES AMEN. 
BISHOP WOMACK SEE, WHEN YO ' SPEAK THE TRUTH, THE TRUTH MAKE US FREE. 
HYATT THAT 'S RIGHT. 
BISHOP WOMACK SEE? SO NOW THAT 'S WHA T WE ALL GON 'A HA VE  TUH DO. STAND IN 

TRUTH. 
HYATT NOW WHO, WHO IS THIS? IS BROTHER • • •  
BISHOP WOMACK BROTHAH JAMES KNOWLES. 
HYATT THIS IS BROTHER JAMES KNOWLES? K-N-0-W-L-E-S? 
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BISHOP WOMACK THAT 'S RIGHT. 
KNOWLES YES, YES, YES. 
HYATT NOW, WILL YOU TELL HIM - YOU SPEAK TO HIM AND TELL HIM THAT WE 'D LIKE 

TO HAVE, HOW DID HE GET THIS. WAS HE BLINDED, DID YOU SAY? 
BISHOP WOMACK He was blind . An ' he couldn ' t even walk . 
HYATT Do you know? Does he know how he , does he have any idea how he was 

blinded? Or anything? 
BISHOP WOMACK Well , muscle neurosis destroys the body of  a man . 
HYATT I see .  
BISHOP WOMACK S ee .  An ' as a doctah [M . D . ] will tell  you • • •  

HYATT This wasn ' t a spell put on him . 
BISHOP WOMACK This is j is '  a ord • • •  a nat ' ral , nat ' ral , nat ' ral d is ease .  
HYATT Natural disease . And then what happened? 
BISHOP WOMACK What happened tuh Brothah Knowles ? 
HYATT Yes . 
BISHOP WOMACK Well , he had a cousin , an ' his cous in ' s name wus S is tah Gladys 

Davis at this puhticulah time . An ' she come tuh see me about her bein ' heal . 
An ' she ast  me , say , "Ah have a cousin , Bishop , that ah wan ' choo tuh pray fo ' . " 
She said , "Would yuh go out there?" An ' ah tole her no , ah wouldn ' t  go anywah . 
Ah said , "Ah feel like this . Tha ' cha all have a miss ion tuh do . An ' if yo '  go 
on an ' do yuh mis sion, ah will do mine . But ah ' m  no t goin ' out . "  An ' so she 
say , "Well , would yo ' pray fo ' ' em? " Say , "Ah know God will heal him ' cuz ah 
look at the miracles have been done . "  We has been on the f iel ' diff ' run ' times 
tuhgethah an ' she have saw de blind receive dere s ight an ' all mannahs o '  d is
seases healed . Anyways ,  that aftahnoon , ah tole her , "Will yo ' have him theah?"  
An ' so they went by  an ' they got him an ' they p icked him up  in  the  cah [ auto
mobile ] ,  an ' then they put the wheel in the back of the cah - wheelchair . An ' 
so , when they put the wheelchair in the cah , we went on ovah tuh the Temple . 

So when we got tuh the Temple that night , he was j is '  so despond en ' , yo ' 
know, the way he didn ' wan ' a even much l ive . An ' so  then ah said , " Son, " when 
they brought [ him] in the church , they carried him an ' s i t  him in a wheelchair . 
An ' ah said , " Son , "  ah said , "How yah doin ' ? "  He saz [ in mimicking tone ] , "Ah 
don ' know how ah ' m  doin ' . "  Ah says , "Wel l ,  ah wan ' a ask yo ' one ques tion . Do 
yo ' know Jesus? "  He said , "Ah [ still mimicking ] ,  been a Presbyterian fo ' thirty 
yeah • • •  " Ah said , "Yo ' s  a Presy as s [ says as 2 words ] .  Now look at  your con
dition .  Ah wan ' a know do yo ' know Jesus ? Ah don ' wan ' a know what church o ' gan
ization,- cuz ah ' m  not interes t ed in tho s e  thin ' s .  Jesus heals an ' Jesus save . "  
An ' so he says , "Y�s s�h . " Ah said , " But do yah know ' im? " He says , "Ah don ' 
know . " Ah said , "Yo ' will know ' im . "  An ' when ah tole ' im  he will know Jesus , 
yo ' know he kinda go t angry wit me . An ' ah loves fo ' a person tuh get angry . 
That ' s  the t ime yo ' can cas t the Devil out of  ' im .  [ALL LAUGH . ] 

An ' so ah went tuh the peano [ piano ] an ' ah b egan tuh sing , "Presious Lawd , 
Take Mah Han ' . "  That ' s  what ah said . An ' so  when ah was singin ' that , ah noticE. 
he was like a ,  some LittLe 'possoms [ ? ]  one time went b Lind, an ' it looked l ike 
they was s ittin ' fo ' somethin ' .  An ' ah said tuh ' im ,  "How yah feelin ' now? " 
He said he don ' know how he felt . So ah went an ' asked God , "Remembah me Jesus . "  
Ah said , "Ah wan ' cha ' tuh s ee me as though yo ' was on the cross dyin ' fo ' all 
we s innahs . An ' when ah spoke that word , the Powah was ,  j is '  drove me up an ' ah 
go t up an ' went , layed mah han ' s ,  sho ' ' nuff ,  on his head , an ' ah said , " In the 
Name of Jesus , ah comman ' this damnable sp irit tuh come out . "  An ' when ah d id ,  
ah s tood theah an ' ah felt the unct ion , an ' when ah 4id , that t ime ah moved mah 
han' an ' he j umped an ' ran all aroun ' the church , prais in ' an ' glorifyin ' God . 
An '  when he went , ah tole ' em  tuh bring ' im  back . He b egan tuh shout . Ah said , 
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" Br ing ' im  back an ' set ' im ovah heah . " An ' ah began tuh talk tuh ' im an ' he 
began tuh look roun ' l ike this [ demons trates ] tuh try tuh catch mah vo ice .  An ' 
ah says , " Son, yah blin ' ? "  He sayd , "Ah can ' t s ee . " An ' ah went , threw mah han ' 
on the man ' s fo ' haid an ' ask God tuh remove this b l in ' ness fo ' ' im .  [ The pre
ceding little opos soms sound like a folk tale . ] 

HYATT You mean you put your hand right over on his , his forehead? 
BISHOP WOMACK Right on ' is fo ' aid . 
HYATT Yes , uh huh . 
BISHOP WOMACK An ' ah as t God tuh remove this demon. An ' when ah did,  ah say , 

"What do yo ' see now?" Ah knew God had touched ' im ,  b ecuz He [ God ] t ouch me . 
An ' when he did , he say , "Ah can s ee somethin ' look like trees movin ' . "  Well , 
that ' s  the same way this woman say when Jesus touched ' er .  She could see som ' um  
[ something ] like trees movin ' [Mark 8 : 24 ] . [ The Bishop becomes s o  involved he 
changes the blind man of Mark into a woman ! ] An ' he said that . An ' so that 
t ime ah say , "Well ,  thank yo ' ,  Jesus . "  An 1 he said , "Thank yo ' ,  Jesus , "  an ' he 
said , "Ah can see .  Ah wuz blind , but now ah see . " An ' so tha ' is the way this 
happen tuh ' im . An ' he been go in '  evah s inc e .  An ' he is here f o '  a tes t imony 
fo ' hisself . 

HYATT Well he certainly is ! 
B ISHOP WOMACK Yeah , so he can see ,  he can walk . 
HYATT How long ago did this happen? 
BISHOP WOMACK This been happen now, how long?  [ Question evident ly address ed 

to Knowles . ]  About two yeahs?  
KNOWLES I ' s  [ it is ] a longah [ t ime ] . 
BISHOP WOMACK Two or three yeahs ? 
KNOWLES Two o '  three yeahs . Three yeahs . 
BISHOP WOMACK [ Calls someone ] "Honey ! "  [Whistle , whis t le ]  "Mother ! [His 

wife . ] How long has Bro thah Knowles been healed ? "  [ Pause . ] 
WOMAN ' S  VOICE 1966  
B ISHOP WOMACK ' 66 .  
HYATT Oh ! ' 66 .  
B ISHOP WOMACK Yes . Well , yah know , ' eres so many things happenin ' ,  ah fo ' 

gets about , ah • • •  
HYATT Oh , I know . You should  keep a diary . 
BISHOP WOMACK Oh , yo ' know , it ' s  so  many names in theah right now.  An ' ah 

should keep a diary , but yo ' know, ah has nevah been a person look l ike tuh care 
about diaries , becuz ah ' m  goin' all the t ime .  

HYATT I know , I know . Well I ,  I f ind i t  very difficul t t o  write  up things 
that happened too . I mean your mind is thinking about other thing s , that ' s  
something , sort of a j ob for a bookkeeper . 

BISHOP WOMACK That ' s  what ah mean. Yo ' need a bookkeepah . Ah had a s ec
retarah , they used tub keep it down , but ah mean people is comin ' this day , tub
day , an '  right behin ' one ano thah , an ' God is j is '  usin' me , an ' a man o f  God , 
re ' ly [ really ] ah ' ve had one t ime I think about 29 7  people [ in a day? ] .  

HYATT Well now , t ell me about your temple , for example , what was [ is ]  the 
name of  the T emple? 

BISHOP WOMACK God ' s  T emple . 923 N inth S treet , S outh . 

HYATT S t . Petersburg , Florida . 
BISHOP WOMACK St . Pet ersburg , Flor ida . Tha ' s  right . 
HYATT Have you a s et form of  s ervice in there? Now , you have a service every 

Sunday ? Or during the week? 
B ISHOP WOMACK Sunday and Tuesday and Thursday . An ' ah ' m  hopin ' tub go intuh 

a revival from Sunday on.  
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HYATT This coming Sunday? 
BISHOP WOMACK That ' s right . 
HYATT And then what?  Will you have it every day then? 
BISHOP WOMACK Yeah , ah have it day an ' night , b ecuz we are goin' tub have a 

heal in ' meetin ' an ' a �d-Gospe Z preachin ' revivaZ.  
HYATT Are you having somebody come to help you or are you going to do it by 

yourself? 
B ISHOP WOMACK Well , mos ' ly by mahself becuz yo ' j is '  don '  have too many heal

aha an ' what no t . Now if anybody come - whose so evah [whosoever ] will - let ' im  
come . 

HYATT I s ee .  
BISHOP WOMACK AN ' WHATEVAH THE LAWD LEAVE 'EM, BUT AS FO ' AS ME SENDIN ' OUT, 

GETTIN ' OTHAH PREACHAHS, AH HAVE DONE THAT, BUT IT 'S NEVAH, YO ' DON ' EVAH ACCOM
PLISH ANYTHING THAT WAY. 

HYATT Does anyone ever get up and want to tes tify or preach or something of  
that sort?  

BISHOP WOMACK Oh yes - yes , yes , yes . We have ' em get up an ' test ify . 
HYATT And you let them , unless they become too much of a - well suppos e a 

person gets up and tes tif ies a lot of things that you wouldn ' t  approve of or 
something of that sort?  

BISHOP WOMACK Wel l , ah don ' har ' ly evah run intuh that . Ah mean that • • •  

HYATT Then you don ' t have that trouble . 
BI SHOP WOMACK No , ah nevah har ' ly run intuh that , b ecuz they know ah ' m  a man 

s tan '  up fo ' what the Word says . An ' they has a made-up min ' befo ' d ey come 
heah . 

HYATT Chances are they will behave themselves at a meet ing of that type . 
BISHOP WOMACK Very nicely . Very nicely . 
HYATT YOU TXJN 'T HAVE ANY SET FORM OF SERVICE? DOES HE [DO YOU]  LET THE SER-

VICE MOVE THE WAY THE SPIRIT TELLS THEM? 
BISHOP WOMACK THE SPIRIT LEADS. WHATEVAH THE SPIRIT LEADS, THAT 'S IT. 
HYATT I SEE. I SEE. 
BISHOP WOY..ACK AH HA VE  NO FO 'M OF FO 'MALITY ABOUT GOD 'S SERVICES BECUZ AH 

FEEL LIKE, YAH KNOW, THAT HAS DESTROYED THE CHURCH OF THE LIVIN ' GOD TUHDAY. 
YO ' GO TUB CHURCH, YO ' KNOW YO ' GOIN ' THERE. YO ' GO IN MAYBE TUH SING A SONG. 
YO ' SING A HYMN. AN ' THEN YO ' READ THE SCRIPTAHS. THEN YO ' PRAY. AN ' THEN 
THE PREACHAH GET UP TUB SAY WHAT HE HAS TUB SAY. THEN YO ' SING ANOTHAH SONG. 
YO ' TAKE UP A COLLECTION AN '  THAT 'S ALL. BUT THAT HAS KILT THE CHURCH TODAY. 
THAT 'S A FO 'M [FORM] OF GOD, BUT NOT ACCORDIN ' TUH GODLINESS. 

HYATT Do you feel that p eopl e  should be  p ermitted to express themselves any 
way they want to , more or less , in a church s ervice? 

BISHOP WOMACK I feel that they should . 
HYATT Wel l ,  at  Corinth you know , they spoke wi th tongues .  You know back in 

pioneer days in this count ry people used to - they had jerks . The Shakers used 
to shake - you know , they danced .  Dancing in the church . There was dancing back 
in the Middle Ages . 

BISHOP WOMACK Well , let ' s  remembah this . In the !50 th Psa ' m ,  God says , 
"Praise Him with evahthin ' . Prais e  Him wi th the danc e ,  the harp , the Zitah [ ? J , 
pra ise ' im  wit evahthin 1 • " 

HYATT That ' s  r ight . 
BISHOP WOMACK An' if God ,  Malachi three an ' six ,  the Lord said , "Ah ' m  the 

Lord thy God an ' ah change not . "  [ Reference correct . }  An ' now it ' s  j is '  the 
same as yo ' say yah took prayah out the schools . They rais e hell f o '  pray in ' 
in the schools , now yo ' got hell in the s chools sure enuff . S ee what ah 'm  
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talkin ' about ? 
HYATT I know .  
BISHOP WOMACK But now , yah , me between [ between you and me ] yo ' cut the 

freedom an ' this why ah don ' t b elieve in all this preachin ' stuff tuhday . 
HYATT The spirit mus t  express itself ? 
BISHOP WOMACK Let the spirit express itself as it see fit . 
HYATT That ' s  right . 

4 7 2 7  

BISHOP WOMACK Yah s ee .  An ' a s  for u s  speaking i n  tongues , Chris t spoke in 
tongues on the cross . 

HYATT That ' s  right . [ I  am merely agreeing with him here .  This was not 
speaking with tongues . ]  

BISHOP WOMACK Eli ,  Eli , bla , blah , whew ! Jesus have mercy ! Chr is t spoke in 
tongues on the cross , becuz he was dyin ' fo ' mah an ' yuh s in .  An ' ah ' ve foun ' 
this out . In mah experience , THE NIGHT THE LO 'D JIS ' KNOCKED ALL THAT OUTA ME 
[p . 4 705 ] ,  AH SPOKE IN TONGUES. IT 'S NOT OFTEN. BUT WHEN AH GET SO HIGH INTUH 
THE SPIRIT SOMETIMES, AH BEGIN TUH SPEAK THINGS AH DON ' KNOW NOTHIN ' ABOUT, BUT 
PEOPLE BE 'S HEALED. Ah seen ' em speak in tongues . It ' s  no t a mattah , but it ' s  
let t in '  yo ' know that choo have died from the rudiment thin ' of the worl ' . 

HYATT Sometimes if you are speaking in tongues , can some other person explain 
what you are saying ? 

BISHOP WOMACK Ah have been a intahpretah . Now, we must take the Bible fo ' 
what the Bible says . All right , yo ' take I Corinthians , 14 , 2 7 , and 2 8  [ ref
erence correct ] .  Yo ' take Galatians , the 3rd chaptah , the 4 th chaptah , the 11th 
an ' 1 2 th vers e .  Now God say He gave ' em  • • •  Now this is fo ' the church . He said , 
f irst apostles , then t eachahs , then healahs , then evangelists , then interpretahs . 
So now, if we not gon ' a have any intahpretin '  in the church , we s t ill ain ' t got 
the church . S ee wha ' ah mean? So now , if we gonna preach the Bible about Jesus 
Chris t save , ah don ' see why should we wan ' a cond em '  the intahpretah of  the 
church . The intahpretah was their livin ' God , when the Son of God was bein ' , 
givin ' his life fo ' yo ' an ' ah . An ' in this intahpretation it  was [ chants words ] 
"Eli , Eli , mah God , mah God , why has Thou fo ' saken me? "  So ah f eel  like we 
should let a man know what thus says the Lord , an ' then yo ' be free tuh s erve 
God like yo ' wan ' a .  If yo ' don ' believe in it , it s till don ' make the word of  
God is not right . 

HYATT Um hum . 
BISHOP WOMACK Ah believe in freedom of evahthin ' .  Ah don '  b elieve in b ein ' 

a hypocrit e ,  s ee? If , if the Holy Spirit would fall on yo ' ,  on h im ,  on me , an ' 
God was manifes ted , let that be God work. Evahbody no fool now, yo ' know . 
Dur in ' the back [ backwards ]  time , all nat ions undah heaven was theah an ' the 
Holy Ghost  fell on it an ' begin tuh speak in uttahrance of tongues . An '  den yo ' 
take uh , Isaiah , the 28th chap tah an ' 11th [ lO th ]  verse .  Well yo ' know b eg in
nin ' from the f irs ' , it says , "Line upon line an ' precepts  on precepts .  Becuz 
the prophets an ' the apostles , all of them ' as erred through wine an ' s trong 
drinks" [ Isaiah 2 8 : 7 ] . Now if they erred through wines an ' s trong drink, then 
he said , "Line upon line an ' precepts upon precepts [ Isaiah 2 8 : 10 ] . Here a lit
tle an ' there a lit tle,  an ' wit the s tammahin ' of  the lips , an ' the utterances 
of tongue will he speak to this people [ Isaiah 28 : 10-1 1 . ] Talkin ' about the 
Gentile race . S ee what ah ' m  talkin'  about? He ' s  bringin ' the Gentile race in
tub one body , of the Jewish faith that has b een b elieve in the Lord an ' Saviour 
Jesus Christ . S ee? That ' s  the bat t le . But when Jo el said this [ chapter ] 2 : 15 
tole us j is '  how tuh go about this religion warfare . An ' when p eople gon ' a say 
we are crazy , they say that on the day when Christ ' stablish the Church , they 
sayed he was drunk . But Peter was theah up in Acts 2 an ' 1 7  [ 2 : 15-16 ] said , 
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"These are no t drunk as yo ' think they are . But this is that which is spoken 
by Joel an ' the prophets . "  [ Joel says ] "IN THE LAS ' DAY_, " SAYS GOD_, "AH 'M GON 'A 
PO ' OUT MAH SPIRIT AG 'INST ALL FLESH. " HE DIDN ' SAY WHITE_, BLACK_, YELLAH_, BROWN_, 
OR EVRAH OTHAH COLAH_, OR RED. HE [JOEL ] SAZ_, "AH 'M GON 'A PO ' OUT MAH SPIRIT 
AG 'INST ALL FLESH AN ' YUH SONS AN ' YUH DAUGHTAHS SHALL PROPHESY [JOEL 2 : 28 ] . "  
BUT TUHDAY WE HAS NO PROPHECY IN THE CHURCH. YO ' KNOW WHY? ISAIAH SA W THE DAY 
THAT THE CHURCH IS COMIN ' TUH NOTHIN ' BUT JIS ' A WINE BIBLAH 'S HOUSE. HE SPOKE 
IT RIGHT THEAH IN ISAIAH THE 56TH CHAnAH BEG INN IN ' FROM THE 9TH THROUGHOUT THE 
1 2TH VERSE [REFERENCE O. K. ] HE SAY_, "WHOM SHALL HE TEACH KNOWLEDGE_, WHOM SHALL 
HE MAKE UNDAHSTAN ' DOCTRINE. " THESE MEN NOW DEY SCARED TUH PREACH GOSPEL_, BECUZ 
THEY KNOW THE PEOPLE AIN 'T GON 'A GIVE 'EM THAT MONEY. [All laugh . ]  

S ee? An ' by the people no t g ive them money , they got evrahthin ' in there fo ' 
evrah game of  their own quartahs . De Bible says they take an ' give ' em  wine tub
day . Talkin ' about the Lord ' s  Suppah . An ' they go r ight outa that an ' do much 
more abundantly . In o thah words they say they the fathah o '  the church ,  then 
they go out an ' have they own daughtahs an ' the deacons go r ight out an ' have 
dere own mo thah . Now this is what the Bible says . Ah mean , le ' s  [ let ' s ]  take 
the Bible  fo ' what it say .  S ee? I f  ther e ' s a weakness now , theah ' s  no sp irit 
in theah . An ' ah have f ound that very much in the o ' ganizations which ah ' m  
aroun ' . I f  the man come in theah , the Baptist get tuhgethah - s ee ah ' m free an ' 
they know ah ' m fr ee fo ' n , ' cuz they can ' t b eat me wit the Gospel becuz ah ' ll 
whoop ' em on they haid . Ah mean , ah ' ll put i t  down on theah . So ah ' ll l is t en 
tuh this group heah . They ' ll get off an ' say , we are this an ' we are that ovah 
theah an ' we • • •  but the Bib le says we should be one . See? We oughta be one in 
Chr is t ,  j is '  l ike ah mean a husban ' an' a wife .  This is a great myst ' ry accord
in ' tuh the t eachin ' of  Paul in the 15th chaptah o f  I Cor inthians . This we speak 
of is a great mys tery , not only a marriage in , in flesh , but a marriage in spir it . 
Now , this is  what the church , the worl ' needs . [ Surely 1 Cor . l5 had great influ
ence on the Bishop , certainly he  is a black P aul ! ] 

HYATT I haven ' t heard anything from you [ Cubby ] in a long time . Now what 
sort of  ques t ion have you? 

CUBBY I was sitting here , gathering a little , a few quest ions . I wanted to 
ask the Bishop , in your experience  with healing . You were  t elling us this mor
ning , you know about the woman that had cancer or something . 

BISHOP WOMACK Yeah . 
CUBBY They had given up her for dead . 
BISHOP WOMACK Yeah . 
CUBBY I wish , I want you to go over this again for us . That was very much 

of interest to me . 
HYATT That ' d b e  f ine . Will you tell the whole story? 
BISHOP WOMACK All right , j is '  a moment , I wanna say this too . J is '  now y o '  

a s t  me somethin ' . It came ovah me twic e about this woman . This woman was Fankie 
[ Fannie? ]  Davis . He tha ' which yo ' know wit the Apo s tl es . S omethin ' y ' all asked 

me concernin ' the Apos t les . Did we get that straight ened out ? 
CUBBY No , I asked you , you know . You said the people wantin ' t o  us e the 

Twelve Apos tl es in root work. So what I was tryin ' to f in ' out , did th�y use 
somethin '  that would represent each Apos tle , to say that this was the Twelve 
Apostles ? Say somethin ' that [was ] associated with the Apos t le? Mayb e this 
Apostle you ment ioned [ had ] s omethin' [ to do ] about leather , about I mean deer
skin. Mayb e one Apost le here an ' a f ig leaf . Maybe an Apo s t le ,  yo ' know , � 
dealt with somethin ' that had t o  do with the f ig leaves . He mighta prophes ied 
with the f ig leaves • • •  

BISHOP WOMACK Mr . Cubby , it ' s  j is '  a ma ttah of undah the law ,  back in there 
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[ in those t imes ] that there ' s  many things that were used in the o thah country . 
Yah see what ah mean? But the Apostles , they preached the Gospel . They went 
t

"
rom house tuh house daily breakin ' the bread which was the word o f  God .  An ' 

that ' s what they used . BUT WHEN COMIN ' DOWN TUH LETTAHS, THEY USE PAHCHMEN ' FO ' 
THE LETTAHS. YAH SEE? AN '  TUHDAY THAT [IS THE REASON? ]  YO ' AN ' AH CAN TAKE 
PAHCHMEN ' AN ' COMMUNICATE WIT GOD. AN ' WHATEVAH THE WRD, THE LORD WILL SPEAK, 
TUH YUH IN A WHISPAH, IF YO ' EVAH GET THAT DEEP IN SPIRITUALISM. See? An ' yo ' 
kin take an ' write a many thing , but it  will be directly from the word o f  God . 
That choo can keep this bro thah , that choo can help him . You can pray that 
prayah to ovahcome the min ' , the bewi tched min ' in which people has cast upon 
you .  AH HAVE "PRAYAH HAN 'KACHEFS" FO ' PEOPLE AN ' AH SEN ' THEM ALL OVAH [THE 
COUNTRY? ] .  AN '  WHEREVAH THEY ARE FOUN ' BY THESE DEMONS, THAT THEY BE RELIEVED 
THROUGH ONE BOTTLE O '  OIL AN ' A "CONSECRATED HAN 'KERCH 'EF. " YAH SEE, THIS CON
SECRATED HAN 'KERCH 'EF AN ' TOWEL ARE, WE SUPPOSED TO GO IN FAST AN '  PRAY. I 
THINK YOU READ IN THE 19TH CHAPTAH OF THE ACTS APOSTLES AN '  BEGINNIN ' FROM 'ROUND 
ABOUT THE, THE 1 1TH AN ' 1 2TH VERSE [REFERENCE CORRECT ] WHERE GOD WROUGHT MIRACLES 
THROUGH THE HAN 'S OF PAUL. YOU REMEMBAH? 

HYATT Yes . 
BISHOP WOMACK Through han ' kerch ' efs an ' towels , aprons an ' thin ' s .  Well now , 

if we gon ' a l ive clean , if  we gon ' a  be holy people , shouldn ' t we do the same 
thing in the chur ch? S ee ,  this was given to the church . 

HYATT That ' s  right . 
BISHOP WOMACK Well s ee , p eople is no t gon ' a preach this thing an ' teach this 

th ing in the church , b ecuz yo ' don ' har ' ly have no preachahs an ' thin ' in the 
chur ch .  Furs ' [ f irst ] thin ' that they wil l tell yo ' is that ah have , was talkin ' 
this on Sat ' day , "WELL, GOD DIDN ' GIVE EV 'RY MAN THE SAME KIND O '  GIFT. " NO, 
GOD DIDN ' GIVE A MAN A GIFT, BUT HE GON 'A ONLY TUH YORE ABIL 'TY - THAT WHICH YO ' 
CAN UNDAHSTAN ' .  BUT SO MUCH OF US DON ' WANNA UNDAHSTAN ' NOTHIN ' BUT JIS ' THE 
"GREEN POWAH" [ GREEN PAPER MONEY ! ] • SEE? WE LAYED ON OFF THAT POWAHS OF GOD 
FO ' "GREEN POWAH. " IN TIMOTHY SIX AN '  TEN SAYS THE LOVE OF "GREEN POWAH" IS SIN. 
[ I  Timo thy 6 : 10 :  "For the love of money is the roo t  o f  all evil , "  King James 
Version . The New English Bible , New Testament - Oxford University Press & Cam
bridge Univel'sity Press, 1961 - has no t  changed the trans lation : "The love of 
money is the root of a l l  evi l "  adding only "things . " ]  S ee what ah ' m talkin ' 
about ? 

HYATT Now wait a minut e .  With those prayers you have , do you have a printed 
prayer that you give a person? A prayer that ' s  printed that you give to a per
son? 

BISHOP WOMACK No . 
HYATT YOU SAID A HANDKERCHIEF OR SOMETHING? 
BISHOP WOMACK YES, AH HAVE HAN 'KE ' CH 'EFS. 
HYATT NOW, WHAT ARE THEY SUPPOSED TO DO WITH THAT HANDKERCHIEF? 
BISHOP WOMACK YO ' CAN JIS ', YO ' CAN CARRY IT IN YOUR WALLET. YO ' CAN CARRY 

IT ON YORE BODY. WE HAVE A LOTTA PEOPLE. AH HAD A • • •  
HYATT WELL THE HANDKERCHIEF IS A SPECIAL, A HANDKERCHIEF THAT YOU BLESS? 
BI SHOP WOMACK YES, A HAN 'KE ' CH 'EF AH BLESS. 
HYATT YOU ESPECIALLY BLESS? 
BISHOP WOMACK BLESS. 
HYATT AND THIS IS SUPPOSED TO - COULD IT BE USED IF YOU HAD AN AILMENT OF 

SOME SORT? 
BISHOP WOMACK RIGHT,. RIGHT, RIGHT. YOU BE HEALED. Lis ten .  It ' s  j is '  the 

same , a ministah of God is j is '  the same as the • • •  now theah ' s  an automobile l ike 
that . We go t automobiles ' round heah . Yah see what ah ' m  talkin ' ' bout ?  An ' 
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theah ' s  one thing that yo ' can take from that  automobil e ,  ah don ' t care what choo 
paid the price fo ' it , how it look, it ' s  no good . An ' yo ' know what that is ? 
Tha t ' s  the bat t ' ry .  The batt ' ry carr ' s  the powah . Is  that  right or wrong? Well, 
yah s ee .  RALLELUIAH! The ministah of God cares [ carries ] the powah . I t ' s  no t 
that what ' s  gon ' a  do , but it ' s  what ' s  behind theah. Yah s ee what ah mean? 

HYATT Um hum. 
BI SHOP WOMACK Ah have talked tuh God . [ Shudders ] .  HALLELUIAH! Ah have 

talked tuh God about these thin ' s .  An ' by me talkin ' tuh God an ' God says thes e 
heah is b less ' ,  then they bless . Yo '  j is '  got tuh live that close tuh the Lord . 
S ee?  

HYATT You know they ' re ac tually bles sed . A lot o f  clergymen b less something , 
but it  really isn ' t bl es s ed .  

BISHOP WOMACK No ! No ! No ! H e  j is '  g o  - yo ' got tuh suffah . YO ' KNOW� WHEN 
AH GIT READY TUH BLESS THOSE THINGS� SOMETIME IT MIGHT TAKE THREE TUH PO ' TUH 
FIVE DAYS. AN '  WE GO INTUH THE TEMPLE IN HYMN AN ' PRAYAH� PUTTIN ' THEM THEAH ON 
THE ALTAH BEFO ' GOD. DO YAH SEE WHAT AH 'M TALKIN ' ABOUT? 

HYATT Um hum . 
BI SHOP WOMACK An ' bro thah , the powahs o f  God ! WE HAVE LIVED SO CLOSE TUH 

GOD., UNTIL YAH CAN SEE THE - WE HAVE FLOWAHS SOMETIME - AN ' YO ' CAN SEE THE 
SPIRIT OF GOD GOIN ' THROUGH THE FLOWAHS THAT THEY MAKE. IT 'S A WONDAHFUL THING 
TUB BE SPIRITUAL WIT GOD. S ee ,  God is a sp irit . An '  we that 7JJorship God� 7JJor
ship Him in spirit an '  in truth [ John 4 : 2 3 ] . Ah think the 8th chap tah o '  Romans 
say to be culminded [ carnally minded ] is death.  [For to be oarna Z Zy minded is 
death; but to be spiritua l ly minded is Zife and peace . Romans 8 : 6 . ] An ' we have 
so much o '  culminded until people don ' pay [ attention to ] these things in they 
mind anymore tuhday , becuz it ' s  no miracles bein ' wrought amongs t us . 

HYATT I s ee .  Do people write  in t o  you for advice? 
BISHOP WOMACK Many . 
HYATT Many write to you for advice . 
BISHOP WOMACK Write fo ' advice . 
HYATT And you answer the let ters?  
BISHOP WOMACK Answah the let tah . 
HYATT And what if they want an appointment with you? Will you make an ap-

pointment with them? 
BISHOP WOMACK Anytime that ah will be avail ' ble . 
HYATT But you will no t visit their homes or anything?  They mus t  vis it you? 
BISHOP WOMACK Well , ah don ' preach a visit in theah home . 
HYATT Well , I think you ' re right . 
B I SHOP WOMACK Now ,  ah ' m  gon ' a tell yo ' why ah don ' preach a vis it in de home . 

Ah was in a home on sev ' ral occasions an ' people were • • •  [ end s ide 3 cassette ] . 
HYATT And [ now ] we want to sort of take up the important things we may have 

miss ed .  Now have any of you anything to suggest?  
CHARLES [ las t name Willis ] Yes , I want to ask him ,  I wanted him to explain 

mor e  about this lady he picked up between Wildwood and Tampa . 
HYATT Oh yes , we forgo t all about , oh yes . We forgo t . Yes , t ell  about that . 

[ Once more we return to the vanishing hitch-hiker theme , see p . 4 7 2 0 , line 2 7f . ] 
BISHOP WOMACK It was b etween Wil ' berry an ' Tampa . Yo ' know, it was a woman 

theah an ' ah saw [ her ] on two or three dif ' ren '  o ccas ions , an '  she was comin ' in 
tuh Tampa . An ' ah ' ve heard people say that they ' ve picked up a woman an ' she . 
would j is '  transfo ' m  herself an '  be invisible . An ' say , "Don ' p ick ' er up . "  
Well ,  ah saw this woman on s ev ' ral occasions , yo ' know , b ein ' s ah was bein ' 
t rans ferred from Polk County in tuh Tampa . So one day ah was theah by a gas 
station an' the woman ask me could she ride along wit me . An ' ah tole her yes , 
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I ' d  be glad . Ah say , "How far yo ' wanna go? "  She say , "Ah ' m  gon ' intah Tampa , 
where yo ' are goin ' . "  Ah said , "How do yo ' know ah ' m  goin ' tuh Tampa? " She say , 
"Ah saw yuh on s ev ' ral occas ions goin ' tuh Tampa an ' yo ' pass by me . "  An ' ah 
said , "Wel l ,  get in . We has a thoroughly undahs tandin ' ,  since yo ' know me an ' 
ah don '  know yo ' . " An ' [ she ] said , " S o  yo ' won '  tell , ah ' m  not gon ' a  tell yo '  
mah name ,  but ah know yuh name . "  An ' she did know me . An ' we talked fo ' about 
twen ' y minut es . An ' she was tellin ' me diff ' ren '  thing s .  

HYATT Was she s itting on the front seat with you? 
BISHOP WOMACK No , she s ittin'  on the back s eat . 
HYATT Oh ! She was s itting on the back seat . 
BISHOP WOMACK S ittin '  on the back s eat wit me . 
HYATT Not with you in the back seat ! 
BISHOP WOMACK She - no ah was drivin ' the car . 
HYATT You were in the front s eat driving the car and she was sitting on the 

back seat . O . K .  
BISHOP WOMACK Ah kep ' mah mirrah [ turned ] back there becuz since she know so 

much , she dido ' wan ' a sit in the front . Well yo ' know , that ' s  naturally , yo ' 
know, a white woman at that time .  

HYATT Oh ! She was white? 
BISHOP WOMACK Yeah whit e ,  she wasn ' t co lored . [ Laughs . ]  
HYATT Oooooooh . Ooooooh . [Whatever this means ! ]  
BISHOP WOMACK So  ah d en '  tried tub deman ' her tuh sit  up in the front . What 

[because? ] which ah don ' like fo ' nobody j is '  one person s it t in '  in the back of 
the car wit me when ah ' m  up theah alone . An ' uh , so she was tell in ' me thin ' s  
that she knew an ' what all had happened roun ' theah . An ' she as t me , did ah evah 
heah o ' this . Do ah believe in witches an ' witchcraf ' .  An ' so ah tole her , 
"Well , ah tell yah about me , ah can ' t say wha ' ah believe in. " An ' ah didn ' t 
care tub discuss that becuz ah wasn ' t involved in that . So , she tole me a s tory 
about a woman , how she could transfo ' m  her s elf . An ' she began tuh tell me about 
how people had sole [ sold ] out tuh the Devil . An ' she said that choo could take 
a cat eye , a cat eye , some t ime o '  the month an ' would knock it out of  it  [ the 
cat ] an ' put it out in the sun [ to dry ] . An ' • • •  

HYATT An eye from a live cat? [ Somewhere in these volumes is another rite 
about the eye from a cat , or else  informant confused eye of  cat with a cat ' s-eye , 
certain gems exhibit ing a chatoyant lus t er ,  especially a variety of  chrysoberyl . ]  

BISHOP WOMACK A live cat . An ' so she tole me what ah could do wit that 
thing , but choo know , when she was talkin ' , ah began tub kinda f eah huh , becuz 
all the things she - was kinda thin ' s tha ' ah have nevah heard . An ' tole me 
about , yo ' could take a pole cat an ' a buz zahd an ' dif ' ren '  things she say tha ' 
yo ' can do . She s ay ,  "How would yo ' like tuh • • •  

HYATT • • •  the buzzard lat er , pardon me . 
BISHOP WOMACK • • •  she say , "How would yo '  like tub take an ' sell out tub the 

Devil?"  Say , "Yo ' can get all the money an ' ev ' rythin'  yo ' want . "  An ' so she 
say ,  "Don ' yo ' remembah a man come tub yo ' in Lake Wales , Florida , an ' he was a 
great gamblah? " An ' ah b egin tub wondah about huh , this woman . Becuz this man 
was s o  smaht [ smart ] ,  we would gamble tuhgethah, we was boys , but we would be  
gamblin ' .  An ' ah  was always watchman, yo ' know, ah was kinda ' fraid b ecuz this 
man ,  he could make all the points on the dic e .  He could make all the , all the 
cards an ' he would take an ' j is '  like yo ' would play foah j acks - yo ' know , foah 
suits tuh a deck .  But he would take this an ' let choo have duh [ the ] j ack o ' 
di ' mon ' s ,  an ' yo ' have the queen a '  hearts  an ' yo ' have the king of  spades , an ' 
he ovah theah had the king o f  clubs . An ' this man while yo ' shuffelin '  cards an ' 
evahthin ' ,  then when yo ' look , as he go t playin ' one king , yo ' played it an ' then 
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he want choo tuh win . See ,  then yo ' all gon ' a  be buddies . Then theah ' s three 
kings ovah this man head . If  yo ' playin '  the king of clubs , then the king of 
spades , the king of  hearts an ' the king o '  di ' mon ' , that ' s  ovah yore head . Well , 
ah look a t  the cards like that , choo know what ah mean , but he got people spell
boun ' . They lookin ' down . He let ' em  catch him fo ' a li ' le bit o '  money an '  
then they lookin ' all up on this man heah . Yah see what ah mean? IT TAKE TWO 
TUH PLAY THE GAME. THAT 'S THE NAME OF THE GAME. [ Chuckles . ]  An ' so , this man 
would , this man would • • •  

HYATT WHAT 'S THE NAME OF THE GAME? TWO TUH PLAY THE GAME? 
BISHOP WOMACK TWO TUH PLAY THE GAME. 
HYATT Oh . 
BISHOP WOMACK S ee? An ' so ah was watchin ' . Wel l ,  ah wa ' n ' t [ was no t ]  gon ' a 

s t ick mah neck in theah . So  this man would have a lotta money . An ' he had a 
li ' le box ,  j is '  about like this yo ' have here [ tape recorder ] .  An ' on it  was a 
t indah box . An ' he kep ' tha ' full o '  gol ' [ gold ] money - f ive-hunda ' d-dollah 
bills an ' thousan ' -dollah bills . An ' he would go in evrah aftahnoon that he 
would take an' go tuh a tree an ' we would watch him .  An ' so he say , "Ah know 
y ' all be watchin ' me . "  Ah said , "Yeah , ah sure would like tuh get some o '  that 
money . " [ Hyatt ?  laughs . ]  So one day ah was wit a frien ' of mine . So one day , 
we was kids comin ' up , yo ' know young , young , young men . An ' so one day ah saw 
this man an ' ah know the man bury the thing by the tree . An ' when we wen ' out 
theah , around three or foah of  us , an ' we saw him goin '  way down the road tub
wards Hipperdes [ Hesperides? ] .  An ' we wen ' out theah an ' we went tuh diggin ' .  
An ' went tuh diggin ' , tha ' man was s tan ' in ' up theah lookin ' at us . S ee? Oh 
yes . He was j is '  that quick . He say , "Here ' s  what chore [ you are ] lookin ' fo ' . " 
He said , "Now ,  if yo ' wan ' a  be smart , ah could f ix yah tuh be smart . "  Ah said , 
"Ah don ' wan ' a  be that smart . "  [ Hyatt ?  laughs . ]  So , ah said , he said , "Yo ' want 
mah money , "  he say ,  "yo ' do what ah say . "  But yo ' know, ah always had the f eah 
b ecuz ah have heard people talkin ' about witches an ' what not .  But ah know that 
this man wasn ' right . But cha know this white woman tole me all about i t .  This 
[man] was a colah • • •  

HYATT A colored man? 
BISHOP WOMACK Tha ' s r ight . She tole me all about this man . An ' ah don ' 

care,  if yo ' an ' him playin ' cards , head an ' head, s ee .  He watchin ' yuh min ' 
t ill he git choo where yo ' know yo ' can beat ' im . Yo ' b eat , won some money from 
' im .  An ' then while he go t a j ack o '  di ' mon ' , yo ' done . Yo ' done . Yo ' call 
yuhself smart . An ' he know· he ' s  smart . An ' yo ' cal l yuhs elf tuh uns tack the 
cards tuh the j ack , uh the queens . An ' yo ' know in three o '  foah cards he goin '  
fall . But ins tead o '  him fold in ' , yo ' lookin ' at him an ' yah b et tin ' all  the 
money he go t ,  an ' he lookin ' at choo in the face lak this , an ' there all the 
o thah three cards ovah yah head . Well , yah see ,  this is a smart man. S ee .  
Well , this woman was talkin ' all about that kind a s tuff an ' when she was talk
in ' ah would lis t en at ' im an ' somethin ' j is ' , yo ' know , fell on me . An ' ah was 
won ' ahin ' . An ' she said , "Well , ah will see yo ' ,  an ' yo ' not gon ' a s ee me . "  Ah 
said , "Yes mam . " An ' that t ime mah min ' j is '  go t right dead an ' drivin ' the car 
fas t , goin '  on intah Tampa . An ' when ah got tuh Tampa fo ' about a s ix-mile 
Creek ,  or that ' s  the only place ah was gon ' a s top , b ecuz ah was dr ivin ' aroun ' 
80 , 90 miles an hour . Yo ' know , ah drive fas t .  An ' when ah got up theah , ah 
went tuh talkin ' to her . Ah say , "Mam , "  ah say , "yo ' say yo ' wan ' a  get out 
here? " An ' when ah looked back, ah didn' t s ee no woman. See what ah ' m  talkin ' 
about? 

HYATT Uh huh . 
BI SHOP WOMACK So , yo ' have al l kin ' s of  peop le in this worl ' ,  can do all 
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kin ' s of tricks . See? All kin ' s of  tricks . So ah foun ' out this in mah lif e ,  
ah don ' deal wit them. Ah have no dealin ' wit them . If  ah run intuh them , yo ' 
undahs tan ' what ah ' m  talkin ' about ? Ah , the furs ' thin ' ah ' m  gon ' a  try tuh do , 
stay away from roun ' those kind of  people , becuz it ' s  no t so good fo ' yah . 

HYATT Um hum, 
BISHOP WOMACK See ,  they , their spells bind yah , they really spellbind yah 

mind . 
HYATT TO CUBBY You heard a trick the o ther day , you saw a trick. The flower . 
CUBBY We saw ,  we ac tually s aw a trick the o thah day about some f lowers  with

ering away . I s t ill haven ' t  figured i t  out yet mahself . You know what , how did 
it happen o r  what . A gentleman told us to wat ch the flowers . He wen ' into the 
[ ano ther ] room, he did s ome thing in another room . Soon as he stopped ,  the flow
ers died . Three vas es , 

HYATT These are cut flowers or po t ted flowers? 
CUBBY Yeah , they were cut flowers . They were all in wa tah vas es . You know , 

vases for water . Well , see they have • • •  He wuzn ' usin ' the power o '  God . 
BISHOP WOMACK No ! No ! No ! Ah seen many things . Yah s ee . See wheah that 

is , it ' s  the Devil theah . That ' s  the o c c ul t  powah . But wheah theah is life , 
yo ' don ' see that kin ' o f  stuf f . Theah ' s  a feelin ' , yah see .  Yah don ' feel the 
powah o '  God in that way , like yo ' would in mine . Mah powah . Yah s ee what ah ' m  
talkin ' about ? An ' then , WHEN AH 'M ROUN ' THAT TYPE OF PEOPLE3 IT 'S SOMETHIN ' 
LIKE THIS - GOD LET ME KNOW3 YO ' KNOW. THESE HEAH PEOPLE ARE CROOKED. AH HA VE  
NUTHIN TUH DO WIT 'EM. AH HA VE A LOTTA PEOPLE SOMETIME TUH COME3 BUT THE MOS ' 
OF THEM THEY FEAH ME BECUZ AH 'BUKE [REBUKE ] 'EM. AH ' VE HAD MANY OF THEM TUH 
COME TUH ME EVEN MUCH AS TRY TUH KILL ME3 FAH FAR AS THAT CONCERNED. "POISON " 
ME. BROUGHT BIG BLA CK SATCHELS [ ? ]  IN THEY BOSOM. But they don ' have no powah . 
They don ' have no powah . But chah see , that ' s  why ah said yo ' eithah go t tuh 
ble clean an ' not part clean . Yo ' can ' t serve two mastahs . Yo '  know the Bib l e  
says in Matthew 1 5  an ' 1 4 ,  "No servant can s erve two mas tahs . 1 1  Yo ' eithah love 
one or hate the o thah [Matt .  6 : 24 or Luke 16 : 13 ] . S ee? So it ' s  no need tub try 
tuh serve two . I f  yo ' gon ' b e  a minis tah of  God , drop all the things . 

HYATT DO YOU THINK TODAY THAT THE WITCHCRAFT PEOPLE3 THE CONJURE PEOPLE -
ARE THEY INCREASING? ARE THEY DYING OFF? 

BISHOP WOMACK THEY ARE INCREASIN ' .  Becuz heah is the thin ' tha ' which yo ' 
will fin '  out f rom the likin ' o f  do in ' what God say do . Yo ' see what ah ' m  talk
in ' about ? Man is goin '  intuh violent ? mo ' an ' mo ' ev ' ry d ay . UH YO ' SEE THE 
WIMMINS TAKIN ' OVAH3 AN '  UH MOS ' LY DOIN ' THE PREACHIN ' .  THE WIMMIN MOS 'LY TAKIN ' 
OVAH. THEY SEPARATIN ' MEN AN ' WOMENJ AN ' WOMEN IS GOIN ' IN LINE WIT WOMEN. NOW 
THIS IS IN ROMANS3 THE FIRST CHAPTAH BEGINNIN '  FROM THE 24TH THROUGHOUT THE 26TH 
VERSE [REFERENCE O. K. ] .  NOW THEY GOIN ' TUH HAVE SEX MO ' WIT ONE ANOTHAH. THEN 
THEY HEAHIN ' ABOUT THIS VOODOOISM. THEN THEY GOIN ' 3  THEY ARE STUDY IN ' 3 THEY GOT 
SCHOOL ALL OVAH IN CHICAGO AN ' DIFF 'REN ' PLA CES LIKE THA T3 AN '  THEY GOIN ' AN '  
STUDY MO ' ABOUT WITCHCRAFT THEN THEY EVAH HA VE DONE BEFO ' J THAT THEY CAN MAKE 
MONEY ON THE EASY STREET. SEE3 NOBODY DON ' WAN ' A WORK NOW. It ' s 

. j is ' the same 
as people , they wan ' tuh b ecome a Chris t ian , but they don ' wan ' a  die . But they 
go t tub die from things o f  the worl ' an ' the only way yo ' die , tha ' sacrif icin ' 
yuh body tuh Christ  daily . But how many people wan ' a  die from the big times o '  
the worl ' ?  Huh? From drinkin ' an ' from goin ' out ,  socializin ' self intuh the 
worl ' . But yo ' s t ill in the church , we are all Christ ians . 

HYATT By the way , do peop le - years ago there us ed to be  in almos t  every town 
a drugs tore that did a lo t o f  under- the-counter selling of things , equipment -
conj ure equipment an ' things of  that sort . Are they s t ill in business , or have 
they gone into another type of business?  
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BISHOP WOMACK Well , when it comin ' • • •  

HYATT They us ed to call them curios . Somet imes they used to call themselves 
curio [ dealers ] .  

BISHOP WOMACK Cur ' os ?  Well , tuhday tha ' yo ' has a lot of cur ' o  s tores , a 
many of  them . An ' the reason yo ' have a many cur ' ah s tores is becuz ' ers 
[ there ' s ]  lat ta thin ' s they have in theah is good . 

HYATT Um hum, I see . 
BISHOP WOMACK Very good fo ' the body . 
HYATT Um hum . 
BISHOP WOMACK AH KNOW OF SO MANY THIN 'S THAT THEY SELL IN CUR 'O STORES� THA ' 

WHICH EVRAHBODY WOULD NEED. 
HYATT I SEE. 
BISHOP WOMACK BECUZ TUHDAY PEOPLE CAN WOK ON YO ' AN ' BEWITCH YO ' .  
HYATT I SEE. 
BISHOP WOMACK SEE. AN ' THEY 'LL LIE TUH YO ' AN ' YO ' KNOW THEY ARE WRONG AN '  

THA ' BRINGS THE EVIL SPIRIT WIT ' IN YO ' .  WELL� WHEN YO ' BARG 'IN WIT THE VOODOO 
PEOPLE� THEN YO ' BECOME PART 0 '  THAT� YAH KNOW. BUT THEN THEY CURIO STORES HAS 
ALL KIN ' O '  BLESS THINGS� CONSECRATED. IS MADE THAT IF YO ' ONLY KNEW WHAT CHOO 
GET� YO ' CAN GO IN THEAH AN '  KNOCK THAT OFF. 

HYATT Oh yes . 
BISHOP WOMACK Right in the cur ' o  s tores . 
HYATT Did you [ say ] people j us t  look at you and put a spell on you? 
BISHOP WOMACK Well yo • know this has happened ovah in England . Yo • know that 

this happened in the largest cath-a-cleral [ cathedral? ]  church it was in England . 
[ Surely he does not mean the murder of the Archb ishop of Canterbury in his own 
cathedral ! ]  That when in theah an ' bewitched a who • s  leadah an ' tore up , de
stroyed the temple of thousands of peoples . Yo ' see people carries that o ccult 
powah , some people j is '  stays there an ' j is '  use the Name of  Gawd in vain. An ' 
tuh us e dif f ' ren '  oil an ' cat-eyes [ =  certain gems ] an ' all these diff ' ren ' thin ' s .  
Ah don ' know , ah don ' har ' ly discus s  about ' em becuz , yo ' know, it ' s  j is '  some
thin ' tha ' s  unclean . [ The church in England and the people that stay in it  is a 
confus ion. J 

HYATT This is unclean . 
BISHOP WOMACK These thin ' s that p eople wil l do as they did into the days when 

Pharoah was tryin ' tuh subdue an ' conkah the worl ' .  But , but God had a man in 
theah an' his name was Moses . An ' he wen ' down an ' watch Israel be destroyed . 
A chile of  God can destroy all thos e diff ' ren '  things . But choo got tuh stay wit 
God . Yo ' can ' t play God tuhday an ' say the Devil tuhmahrah . Yo ' got tuh s top 
all the wicked thin ' s .  If  yo ' wan ' a serve God ,  serve God .  

HYATT Well now , what about your speaking about these churches ? What about -
there are a lo t of healing churches around . Do they a ll heal in the same way? 
Have they dif ferent ways of  healing? 

BISHOP WOMACK Well , if any man heal an ' he don ' heal by the powahs o f  God • • •  

HYATT What about these P entecos tal churches? Do they do any healing ? 
BISHOP WOMACK Yes , some of  them . Some of ' em  have healin ' , but they j is '  

about like o thah people now , the Pen ' ecos ' al churches . They went down an ' seek 
fo ' the high powahs of  God but they go t so now they commercializ e .  

HYATT They ,  they , i n  o ther words they ' re become too respectab le? 
BISHOP WOMACK Yes ! Yes ! 
HYATT Not ready tuh get down on your knees , why then you ' re  j ust - you ' re 

out of it . 
BISHOP WOMACK They gon ' an ' mess up they nice , f ine clothes . An ' t eah up 

they stockin' s until all o f  ' em  j is '  about the same now : Pen ' ecos ' al ,  Methodis t ,  
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Bap t ist , Cath ' lic an ' all . They j is '  about becuz ah have vis it ' em an ' be wit 
the minis tahs an ' holiness is r ight if no man don ' live it ! 

HYATT Unnn . 
CUBBY Before we get a little too far , I ' d  like for you tell us , tell it about 

thi s experience with the woman.  You know, that was dying in the hospitals ? 
BISHOP WOMACK Oh yes . 
CUBBY Because tha t  was very interest ing . 
HYATT Tell me , tell me the s tory about the woman who was dying in the hos-

pital . 
BISHOP WOMACK Now which one? Ah tole yo ' about two . 
CUBBY I b el i eve this one had cancah . 
BISHOP WOMACK Oh , this Mo thah ah . This woman , her name was Mo thah Lillie Mae 

Billingsl ey .  Ah think this doctah was Dr . Z abah who operated on her . She had a 
tumor an ' a cancah all this tuhgethah . 

HYATT Now, who operated upon her? 
BISHOP WOMACK Ah think it ' s  Do ctah Zabo ' , she told me . An ' they say that she 

had tuh go becuz , ah mean yuh know , becuz she ' s  an aged woman an ' all that cor
rup tion an ' stuf f . They say they took out a whole bucket ful l o '  s tuff out a 
her . Well , yo ' know , that ' s  a big cancah , ah mean it growed up in her stomach . 
An ' so that day roun ' about 1 2  o ' clock mah wife called me an ' tole me that Mothah 
Billingsley is leavin ' heah fas ' , an ' they wazn ' t  gon ' a  even much g ive ' er no 
treatment becuz it was unnecessary . An ' ah s aid , "Well ,  if that ' s  the t ime fo ' 
her tuh die,  l et ' er go ahead an ' die , "  ah said , "becuz ah ' m  busy . "  Ah had a 
group of people prayin '  fo ' ' er an ' workin ' intuh the Temple . An ' so ah didn '  
heah from mah wife no mo ' ' t il  aroun ' about 3 o ' clock . Ah think it was about 
5 minut es tuh three . She called me , she say , "Honey . "  Ah said , "Yes . "  She 
said , "Please come . "  She said , " I f  yo ' come , ah believe Mothah Billingsley ' ll 
come back tub life . "  She said , "They pronounced ' er dead , but pleas e come fo ' 
mah sake , an ' some these othahs . 1 1 An ' yo ' know , ah went ovah theah an ' ' er 
tongue was way out . Her eyes was opened [ he demons trates ] .  

HYATT Opened j us t  l ike that ? 
BISHOP WOMACK Tongue out . 
HYATT Her tongue was out .  
BISHOP WOMACK An ' she was stiff . Dub nurse say ,  " She ' s dead . "  An ' ah went 

ovah an ' ah knowed ah was a prayin ' man , an ' ah wen ' ovah an ' ah j is '  took mah 
han ' an ' lay it upon her ches ' l ike this [ demons trates ] that po ' ole - she j is '  
as cold as ice . An ' ah asked God Almighty , ah said , " Fathah , ah know that Thou 
know me . An ' ah want yo ' tub give her l ife . " An ' t eahs come in mah eyes . An ' 
the Spir it say ,  " Lay han ' s on her . " An ' ah j is '  layed mah han ' s on her like 
this [ demons trates ] .  

HYATT The Spirit told you . 
BISHOP WOMACK Tub j is '  lie [ lay ] han ' s on her . An ' when ah lay han ' s  on her , 

at  that time ah can s ee her movin ' an ' ah called her . 
HYATT You see the eyes beginning to move? 
BISHOP WOMACK They had moved , begin tub move an ' ah called her . An ' all the 

nurses were theah an ' they looked on . An ' when ah said , "Mothah B illingsley , 
speak tub me . "  An ' that time , looked l ike she tryin '  tub move her tongue . An ' 
her tongue began tub go back l ike this [ demons trates] . 

HYATT Back into her mouth. 
· 

BISHOP WOMACK Back intuh her mouth . An ' that  time the nurs e hollah ' d ,  "Bring 
the Zife watah ! "  An ' they ran in an ' got one o '  these little bo ttles , yo ' know , 
watah . An ' they put in theah . An ' Mothah B illing sley survived . An '  she s erved 
God fo ' about s even , eight yeahs befo ' she pas s ed .  
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HYATT You called her Mother what ?  
BISHOP WOMACK Mothah Lill ie Mae Billingsley w e  called her . She was a 

"Mo thah" of the church . A f ine ole lady .  
HYATT Mother of  what church? 
BISHOP WOMACK She ' s  o f , o f  mah church . 
HYATT One o f  the Mothers of  your church , I see . 
BISHOP WOMACK Yes , yes . An ' ah mean that . Then she l ived fo ' ' bout s even 

or eight yeahs aftah that . An ' then God saw f i t  tuh take her . 
HYATT What title,  sort of t it les do you have in your church? Now , you ' re 

a Bishop . 
BISHOP WOMACK That ' s  right . 
HYATT Now ,  who comes under you now? 
BISHOP WOMACK Well , we has a Juniah B ishop , an ' then we have Eldahs . An ' 

from Eldahs down tuh Deacons . An ' then Miss ionaries . Yes . 
HYATT I see . An ' then you had Mothers . 
BISHOP WOMACK Yes . 
HYATT Well now, what ' s  the duty of  a Mother? 
BISHOP WOMACK THE DUTY OF A "MOTHAH" IS TUH TRAIN AN ' TEACH THE YOUNGAH WOMEN 

HOW TUH LOVE THEY HUZBAN ' AN '  BE DISCREET AN '  CHASTE, KEEPAHS AT HOME, AN ' TUH 
BRING UP CHILRUN [ CHILDREN ] IN THE FEAH OF GOD. 

HYATT I s e e .  
BISHOP WOMACK That ' s  what a Mo thah is fo ' . 
HYATT I see . 
BISHOP WOMACK Although yo ' very s eldom fin'  any , but tha ' s what they ' re 

[ Mothers ] fo ' in the church . That ' s  mah teachin ' .  
HYATT I s ee .  
BISHOP WOMACK That ' s  i n  the 2nd chaptah o f  Titus j is '  how Mothah ' s  s ' pos ed 

tuh conduct herself : r 'Aged women • • •  that they may teach the younger women to b e  
sober t o  love their husbands , t o  love their chil dren . T o  be dis creet , chas te , 
keepers at  home , obedient to the ir own husbands , that the word o f  God be no t 
blasphemed . "  Titus 2 : 3- 5  King James Vers ion . ] 

CHARLES Yeah , I wan ' a  ask a quest ion we were discus s in '  on .  You have L . L . D . D. 
{An error in printing , should have been L . L . D . , D . D . ] behin ' yore name . We , we 
f igur e out what D . O .  mean , but we coul ' n ' f igure out what L . L .  mean. 

BISHOP WOMACK L . L . D . ? 
CHARLES Yeah L . L .  • • •  [Neither ment ions printer ' s  error . ]  
BISHOP WOMACK Wel l ,  if ah had it . But ah don ' have no Doc tah Divinity . 
CUBBY No , i t ' s a ,  we were talking about ano thah Rever end . 
CHARLES Ano ther Reverend ?  
CUBBY Reverend Robinson . He ' s suppos ed to b e  a • • •  

BISHOP WOMACK L . L . D . ?  
CUBBY L . L . D . O .  
BISHOP WOMACK Wel l ,  yuh know that mean a Doctah o f  Divinity . Yo '  don ' undah

s tan' me . Uh, they feel like , that they are more than great an ' outstan ' in '  men . 
CUBBY They , they go to college • • •  

BISHOP WOMACK They go to college , yo ' undahs tan '  me , an ' a l o t t a  them men 
don ' even go tuh college . They j is ' buy their way . S ee , this thing is ah fo ' 
tole [ foretold ] yah . I t ' s  got  tuh b e  commerc ial iz e .  They ' ll go  an ' they ' ll sell 
a man a I . L . D [ ? ]  or L . L . D .  [ D . D . ? ]  fo ' 250  or 500 do llah . That ' s  in o thah words 
tuh make him gr eat in , intuh the sight o f  the peop l e ,  but not intuh the sight of  
God . All that is no thin ' but j is '  a bunch of  phonyism , yo ' know. Becuz if yo ' 
can ' t mat tah - have the mat erial in yuh tuh materialize , it don ' amount tuh nuthin 
no way . 
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CUBBY I think right now would be  a good t ime t o  let Bro thah Knowles g ive us 
a personal tes t imony . 

HYATT All r ight . Now can you explain to [ him] , we want a personal t es t imony 
from • • •  [Notice how I let Cubby take over for experience . ] 

CUBBY SPEAKING TO KNOWLES We want a tes t imony o '  you . Tel l  me how the Lord 
bless you . 

KNOWLES [ Knowles speaks with much diff icul ty and has a very no ticeab le speech 
impediment - speaks haltingly . ]  Ah ' m  very thankful for mighty b less in ' . God 
b less me,  He b less me . Ah j is '  s tayed s tarin ' [ he merely stared with his eyes ] 
in the hospital , layed dere an ' d idn ' t do nuthin , ' cep ' [ except ] ah j is '  layed 
dere an ' ah prayed on . Ah know about the powah of prayah . God took me up , took 
me to the B ishop , the Bishop . 

CUBBY Bishop who ?  
KNOWLES Yes , Bishop Womack . 
HYATT B ishop Womack? 
KNOWLES Yes . Real , rea l .  All my lif e ah remembah s eein '  people hearin'  

preachahs an ' things , but the B ishop Womack is rea l .  I s  real ! God took m e  to 
him an' God took me to  that mighty man in the church . An ' that mighty man prayed 
an ' layed han ' s on me . An ' ah , ah who couldn ' t  walk an ' who couldn ' t  see an ' 
do none o '  the things that othah people do . Meant nuthin to me . Wit me , it 
meant no more - wintah an ' summah meant nuthin to me at all , ah couldn ' feel . 
Mah bowels wouldn '  even move , move from mah mout ' .  Ah had , didn ' love l if e ,  no . 
Ah d idn ' love lif e ,  no . But God did all this fo ' me . An ' ah , aftah he took an ' 
touch me , ah became alive,  ah live . Now, now as a person tha ' loves lif e ,  ah 
live , ah walk about an' God has taken me up , now ah can go on. Ah can go on 
b ecuz ah ' ve come a mighty dis tance an ' ah ' m  goin ' on.  Yet , mah mothah ' s  still 
alive,  but she hates me fo ' no t dyin' , she didn ' get any insurance money . Ah 
hadda wif e  an ' the wif e hat es me for not dyin ' . She was tryin ' tuh make me die . 
She didn ' t get any money an ' she j is ' , j is '  hated me . Ah ' ve learned a lo t about 
p eople . P eop le do many things  tha ' yo ' ,  yo ' don ' know . Yo ' don ' know. Yo ' 
only know if yo ' are gettin'  God . Well yo ' know that . Now God has put me in 
this holy place . Yo ' know ah was dere s tayin '  at mah mothah ' s  but God took me 
up an ' He ' s  brought me tuh this place right cher e .  

HYATT Right a t  this  property? Right here? 
KNOWLES Right chere . Right chere . 
HYATT You ' re living in the same house with the B ishop now? 
KNOWLES Yeah , at the Bishop ' s  hous e .  Right on the side o '  the B ishop . An ' 

God brought me here . An ' ah ' m  goin ' tuh s tay . Yo ' know, ah like the idea of 
livin ' an ' livin ' good . Ah like that , it ' s  good . An ' now , God-put , ah ' m  gon ' a 
s tay r ight whah [where ]  God put me . Ah ' ve foun '  Him an ' He took me up an ' ah ' m  
goin ' on,  lif e i s  goo d .  Life i s  good if yo ' get in God . Life i s  good , good fo ' 
yo ' ,  good tuh yuh . 

HYATT I s ee .  
KNOWLES Good . An ' ah ' m  goin '  tuh stay whare God had put me , becuz it ' s  so  

wunnerful , becuz ah enj oy it so . 
HYATT TO THE BISHOP Does he ever preach? Or j ust  gives testimony . 
BISHOP WOMACK He gives s trong testimony . 
HYATT He gives strong tes t imony various places . 
KNOWLES Thank you , Jesus . Thank you . 
CUBBY I think you oughta know durin ' this , durin '  this tes t imony , he ' s  got 

teahs in his eyes . 
HYATT Uh , yes . Mr . Cubby wants me to no te  here that , while you were tes t i

fying , tha t you have tears in your eyes . You know , I don ' t s ee too well . 
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KNOWLES Ah , ah, ah have , ah have nevah cried b efo ' , befo ' , b efo ' ah got God .  
Ah had , ah didn ' even know how tub cry . An ' knew, knew , uh uh . Ah didn ' t know 
about cryin '  at all . Ah , uh , tears come b ecuz ah have God now . T ears can come . 
An ' it ' s  a wunnerful f eelin ' . But b ef o '  ah didn ' know . 

HYATT I s e e .  
KNOWLES Y e s  s ir .  
HYATT Well , I think that ' s  f irst  clas s testimony . That ' s really testimony . 
KNOWLES Thank you , Jesus . 
HYATT And thank you very much f or tes tifying . 
KNOWLES Thank yo ' f o ' listenin ' . 
HYATT Well , I always , I l is t en to people becaus e I learn from people . That ' s  

the only way you l earn. 
BISHOP WOMACK That ' s  true . 
HYATT I don ' t care who they are.  Everybody knows something . 
ALL IN UNISON . Yes . 
HYATT Everybody has an experience to  tell you that ' s  worth listening to . 
BISHOP WOMACK Yeah . 
HYATT TO CUBBY How is that s ide? 
CUBBY ABOUT FOAH OR FIVE MINUTES. AN ' BY THE WAY, I WOULD LIKE TO SAY SOME-

THING BECAUSE I KNEW THE MAN WHEN HE WAS IN GOOD HEALTH. I JUS ' RECO 'NIZED HIM. 
I BEEN KNOW IN ' HIM ALL MAH LIFE. 

KNOWLES YES ! YES ! 
CUBBY JAMES KNOWLES, I BEEN KNOWIN ' HIM ALL MAH LIFE. 
KNOWLES YEAH. 
CHARLES TO KNOWLES WERE YOU MUCH SMALLER? 
KNOWLES YEAH. 
CHARLES YOUR FACE JUS ' CHANGED. I JUS ' RECO ' NIZED HIM WHO HE REALLY WAS. 
CUBBY IN SCHOOL. 
HYATT YOU REALLY KNOW HIM? 
CHARLES HE WAS IN SCHOOL ALONG WITH ME. 
HYATT OOOH, YOU WENT TO SCHOOL WITH HIM. 
CHARLES SURE. 
HYATT OF ALL THINGS ! THIS IS CHARLES SPEAKING NOW INTO THE MICROPHONE. 

WELL, THAT 'S INTERESTING. YOU SEE THE WORLD, HOW THE WORLD DOVETAILS? 
HYATT This is Monday , June 22nd .  We , Mr . Cubby , Charles - 19 70 [ b efore I 

forget it ] Charles , mys elf , B ishop Womack and one of B ishop Womack ' s pat ients , 
Knowles . What ' s  his name? 

BISHOP WOMACK James Knowl es . 
HYATT There are f ive of  us sitting here und er the trees , under the tr ees on 

the B ishop ' s  .property , and we have done f our sides of two casset t es about the 
Bishop ' s work and some of  the aspec ts of his life , and before we leave , we ' re 
going to take a p icture of the Bishop and me f irs t , and then o ther pictures . 
Let ' s  put it that way . And we ' l l ,  b ecaus e I don ' t know how many pictures are 
on that f ilm .  Now if there ' s  anything you want to add [ spoken to  Mr . Cubby ] . 

CUBBY No , there ' s  nothing that I want ed to say . 
HYATT All right , is there  anything ? Well , I will add this : that I ' m very 

grateful to the B ishop for talking to me and telling me about his work , and I 
think we ' re going to , I ' m going to b e  here a few more weeks , s o  I do hope I ' ll 
have a chance o f  talking to him again. 

BISHOP WOMACK Amen . 
HYATT All right . I ' ll be talking to him again . And this has really been 

an experience . And everyone is different . 
BISHOP WOMACK Yes . 
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HYATT Everyone i s  different . We a l l  have , we all have gifts , even - never , 
never look down upon anyone or underes timate anyone . 

BISHOP WOMACK Amen . 
HYATT I don ' t  care who it is , b ecause some , that fellow, he may be , he may 

be one of  the greates t  men on Earth . He may , you don ' t  know anything about him .  
BISHOP WOMACK Amen . 
HYATT That ' s  r ight . Will this close out s ide four? How much more have we 

there? A couple of minutes? 
CUBBY About a couple of minutes . 
HYATT All right we ' ll close this out then . May the Lord be praised and bless 

everybody . 

MIS S  JONES GETS MARRIED - MOTHER-IN-LAW CONDUCT 
DRIVES HER TO PROFESSOR PICKENS - SPIRITUALIST 
AND HIS GRAVEYARD RITE FRIDAY BEFORE SUNSET 
ACTION BASED ON THE DEATH AND BURIAL OF JESUS 
ALSO PRAYING AGAINST AND SP ITTING RITE AT DOOR 
INFORMANT ALSO CURED BY DREAM ABOUT GRANDMOTHER 

[ This interview was taken by my as sis tants Charles and Cubby . The former , 
after sounding out informant on his own , decided he and Cubby could handle the 
s ituation alone . After lis tening to a result quite worth-while , I saw no reason 
for another interview by me . Privately Mr . Cubby agreed . Only here and with 
preceding Doctor Walker were interviews ever taken by an ass is tant . ]  

CUBBY June 2 5 , 19 70 . We are now at the home of Miss __ __ Jones . We are 
in S t .  Petersburg , Florida . Thank you for remindin ' me Mr . Charles . Miss  Jones 
is goin ' to tell us some personal experiences she had had in her lifet ime . 

JONES Well this is one tha ' is very , very interes tin '  an ' very , very dif
fl icult fo ' me ' cause it had a very , very deep bearin ' on my life . 

I wus born here in S t . Petersburg , Florida , January 17 , 1924 . My mo thah an ' 
fathah are here right now . As I wus sayin ' I went to Detroit , Michigan in 19 39 . 
There I met this fam ' ly ,  the Jordans . An ' I b ecame involved with Hubert Jordan . 
An ' his mothah , she d idn ' like me atall [ a ' tall • at all ] . An ' she says to me , 
"Well , I don ' ' preciate yo ' foolin '  wit my son ' caus e  yo ' are not of my faith , "  
says , " ' cause yore mo thah , "  says , " she is a sanct if ied p reachah an ' we don ' be
l ieve in holiness preachin ' . "  An ' she said , "We don ' b ' lieve in lady ministahs . "  
So I says to her , "Well it ' s  not a mattah of what yo ' b ' lieve in , "  I says , "Hu
bert  has as t me to marry ' im . " She says , "No , yo ' won ' marry ' im . " I says , " I  
think I will . An ' j is '  t o  show yo ' tha ' I will I ' m goin ' to tell ' im ,  yes . "  
She says , "Well it will be to  yore sorrow . " [ Coughs . ]  

So we got married ' caus e I wus pregnant by ' im .  Why it wus a rough ordeal . 
Naturally aftah we wus married we stayed in ' er house ! Then the war came an ' he 
went to servic e .  So I said , "Well , I ' m pregnant an ' I ' m goin '  to go home to my 
mo thah an ' fathah . " She said , "No , yo ' re no t s ' pos ed to go home , yo ' re s ' posed 
to s tay wit me ' cause yo ' re married to my son . "  I said , "No , I ' m  go in ' home . "  
I says , "My mo thah is go in '  to come an ' git me . "  Which my mothah did . My mo thah 
came an ' got me an ' I came here [ home to S t . Petersburg ] .  I birthed my daughtah 
wus three months ole I went back to Detroit  so she could see ' er o thah gran ' 
mo thah . My mo thah said , "Yes , go on. " 
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An '  when I went back up there I says , "Well , "  I wrote an ' tol e my dad tha ' I 
would git a j ob an ' tha ' his [ husband ' s ] mothah would take care of  my daughtah . 
So I went to Gen ' ral Electric in Bridgeport , Connecticut to work . I wus workin '  
from 3 t o  11 ev ' ryday . I ' d  come home say about a quartah to 12 o ' clock at night . 
I 'm t ired , res ' -broken - I need to go to sleep . She [mother-in-law] say , "No , 
here ' s y ore baby yo ' have to take care of ' er . " Well , naturally a l i  ' le baby -
yore t ired , they ' ve got to sleep in bed wit yo ' - I j is '  couldn ' go fo ' it . So 
I says , "I ' m  tired . "  I wrote  [ Hubert ] an' tole him,  " I ' m  workin ' an ' I ' m takin ' 
care of  d e  baby . "  I said , "Yore mothah , she is of no ' sistance to me , "  an ' I 
say , " I ' m  workin ' from 3 to 11 , I git home ' bout a quartah to 12 o ' c lock , then 
Harriet ' s  [ the baby ] gotta git in d e  bed wit me an ' I ' m skeered I ' ll roll ovah 
[ on her ] or somethin ' ,  so I ' m gon ' a  let my mamma have ' er . "  So he said , "Tha ' s 
a good idea . "  

[Presumably the mother-in-law and baby also went to Bridgeport , ]  
So she [mo ther-in- law] said , "No , yore mo thah ' s  not go in '  to have Harriet . "  

That ' s my gran ' baby . " I said , "Well , I ' ll show yo ' what I 'm gon ' a  do . "  I said , 
" I 'm gonna call my mothah , tell my mothah the s ituation an ' I ' ll bet my mothah 
will come . "  She said , "Well ,  yo ' ll b e  sorry if she comes up here to git the 
baby . " So I called my mothah an ' tole her the situation . I say ,  "Mamma , I ' m 
workin ' awful hard an ' I ' m not able  to work hard an ' take care of Harriet . "  An ' 
I come home no latah than 12 o ' clock at night Harriet is gotta be in bed wit me . 
I ' m tos sin ' tryin ' no t to git  on her . "  I said , " Pl ease come an ' g it ' er . "  

My mothah came . So she an ' Mrs . Jordan got in a argumen ' .  Mrs .  Jordan says , 
"Well , yo ' can ' t  take my gran ' baby . "  Mamma says , "Well she ' s my gran ' baby too , 
my daughtah birthed ' er . "  "No , yo ' can ' t take ' er . "  My mothah says , " I ' m  gon ' a  
show yo ' wha ' I ' m gon ' a  do . "  She says , "Git dressed Mary , let ' s  go . "  My mamma 
grabbed my daughtah , I packed my thin ' s .  She says , "Wait a minute , " she said , 
"no mat tah wha ' yo ' do , " say ,  "yo ' can take tha ' baby out o f  here but , "  said , 
"Mary will nevah raise ' er . "  I say , " One thin ' I don ' care if I don ' raise ' er ,  
yo ' won ' raise her . " My mamma says , "Yo ' sure won ' , ' cause I ' l l  raise ' er . "  So 
that ' s  j is '  wha ' happened . 

An '  then aftah my husban ' came from the war he said , "Well? "  I said , "No , 
it ' s  no need fo ' no thin ' . "  I said , "Harriet is wit my mamma an ' she ' s  happy an ' 
she ' s  goin ' to  college an ' ev ' rythin ' so j is '  call it  quits . "  He said , "Well , 
I ' ll give yo ' a divorce . "  I said , "No , I ' ll j is '  git a legal s ep ' ration . "  So  
tha ' how it ended . 

I wus out there - I wus l ivin ' in New York ag ' in .  [ The time in these inter
views is often d ifficult ! ] So mah aunt , mah mamma ' s  sistah ,  she says , "Oh ,  
sometimes I have s ech t er ' ble headaches . "  S o  I tole her , "Maybe yo ' should go 
ovah an ' see Professor P ickens . "  Now he l ives at 0000 South 20th Street , Phila
d elphia , Pennsylvania . An ' , uh , we went to Philadelphia . He has seances ,  yo ' 
know . An ' he tole mah aunt an ' me . So I asked too , wha ' ' bout mahself an ' 
ev ' rythin ' ?  So he says , "Whenevah yo ' see tha ' trouble is followin ' yo ' an ' j is '  
takin ' ovah , " he says , " ev ' ry Friday b efore d e  sun go down , carloads , carloads . . .  " 
Pickens takes ' em  to the cemetery .  

CUBBY Carloads?  
JONES Carloads o f  p eople . They go to see  1 im on ev ' ry Friday an ' they all 

go there an ' they be all lined up in cars . He takes ' em to the cemetery to a 
new grave . An ' yo ' s ' pose to write a l ettah . Yo ' write , Dear • • •  say somebody 
dat was very d eah to yo ' . Yo ' know , like now my gran ' mothah . I know my gran ' 
mothah ain ' t al ive an ' I love her dearly , yo ' know . He say , "Write to her or 
whoevah yo ' wan ' to . "  I don ' know [ Recording unclear . ] 
But he say , "Write yore own lettahs , put ' em in a envelope an ' seal ' em up . When 
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we get to the cemetery ev ' rybody line up an ' go an ' throw the envelope into 
the • • •  11  

CUBBY Grave? 

4741  

JONES • • •  grave .  An ' ev ' rybody turn aroun '  an ' go home . Now tha ' s  the way 
he has rituals . 

CUBBY Yo ' write a let tah to someone who ' s  deah to yo ' .  Yo ' write a let tah 
to somebody dead ? 

JONES To somebody dead an ' then he git  all those cars , hundreds of people , 
an ' then they drive right out to de cemetery . An ' yo ' j is '  throw the envelope 
in this new grave . He knows when this fun ' ral gon ' a b e ,  s e e . I wrote to my 
gran ' mamma .  I , so they tole me . Naturally I don ' know , but my mamma said 
when I wus bo ' n I f ell into my gran ' mamma ' s  arms . I know she wus dear to me . 
So I wro te to her . So I don ' know why , but anyway I ' m s t ill al ive ' cause then 
I couldn ' hardly walk ' cuz I was paralyz ed . 

CUBBY Oh , yo ' was paralyzed at this t ime? 
JONES Yeah , I wus in a wheelchair - j is '  hobb l e ,  I j is ' wus walkin ' wi t a 

cane . No , it was crutches . 
CHARLES S ' cuse me , do yo ' think a curse wus cas t when you • • • ? 
JONES Yeah , I b ' lieve tha ' . 
CHARLES By yore gran 'mo thah? 
JONES No . By mah mo t  bah- in-law . 
CHARLES She wus tryin ' to git  revenge? 
JONES Revenge fo ' me takin ' my own daughtah from ' er .  Yeah ' cuz she tol ' me 

an ' mah mo thah when we ' s  walkin ' out , she s aid , "Yo ' won ' be happy wit ' er , yo ' ll 
nevah raise ' er . "  I say , " I  don ' care who raise ' er , 11 I say , "yo ' won ' . "  

CUBBY Did yo ' evah have a chance t o  raise her yoreself? 
JONES No . 
CUBBY Yo ' didn ' t? 
JONES No , but see I didn '  care ' cuz mah mamma raised ' er .  
CUBBY Where is  she now? 
JONES In Providence , Rhode I sland . Happ ily married wit two li ' le g irls . 
CUBBY Miss Jones now you mentioned about the • • • what ' s the man ' s name again 

in Philadelphia ?  
JONES Pro f essor P ickens . 
CUBBY Was he sort o f  a roo t doctor himself or somethin ' ?  
JONES Yeah . 
CUBBY He was a root doctor ? 
JONES Yeah, yo ' know naturally nobody ' d go out in the graveyard unl ess • • •  
CUBBY Well , wha ' did he advise yo ' to do? 
JONES He advised me - he say , "Now look , if you s tay dere wit yore mothah-in

law an ' yore husban ' , "  say ,  " the lady has yo ' well insured an ' yo ' worry yore
self . J is ' go on home an ' git away from Connect icut . [ Here again mother- in-law 
must have gone to  Connecticut with her . ] He say , "Well , let yor e mothah raise 
yore daughtah so she ' ll know yo ' re her mothah an ' her fathah an ' yo ' won ' have 
no man ovah yo ' . "  An ' I nevah had no man ovah my daughtah . "  

CHARLES Oh .  
JONES Only int imate p eople can hurt • • .  see , yo ' know, i t  i s  written in the 

Bible , "Watch yore close  frien '  ' cuz yo ' • • •  " It ' s  somebody clos e to yo ' tha ' 
wan ' s to do yo ' phys ical hahm . P eople tha ' not person ' l don ' wan ' a  bothah yo ' . 

CHARLES Do you know any pa ' t ic ' lah incident whare it d id happen? 
JONES Well I ' m t ell in ' yo ' ' bout my aunt . My Aunt Fanny , my mo thah ' s  s is tah . 

She said tha ' s  wha ' she an ' ' er husban ' wus sep ' rated . In Georg ia years and 
years ago . She said this woman wus go in ' wit her husban ' . Tha ' soon as she go 
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to work he go to this lady ' s  hous e .  He pretend to be a preachah . [All laugh . ]  
Yo ' s ee ,  as soon as she go to work he go ovah to visit wit the s is tah ' s ,  readin ' 
t he B ible an ' Mamma say he go to this pa ' t iculah woman ' s  house ev ' ryday an ' sit 
up there an ' eat chicken . [All laugh again ! ] Yeah . Mamma say the lady wus a 
beautician . Cosme tologis t ,  yo ' know , beaut ify . 

CHARLES Hair s tylis t .  
JONES Y eah , she wus my aunt ' s  frien ' . Right now my aunt is baldheaded as my 

hand . 
CUBBY Well what d id her husban ' do , cut her hair out an ' cas t a spell on her? 
JONES No , the lady . 
CHARLES Well , wus she a POOt �OPkah? 
JONES She wus somethin ' ' cause she shorn my aunt ' s  hair an ' it ain ' t nevah 

come back yet . The man , husban ' j is ' went on away wit this woman . Yeah , an ' she 
ain ' t nevah been the same . Said she loved ' im  so d eah . S ee tha ' s  why I ain ' t 
lovin ' nobody so d eah .  They went on away an ' my aunt ' s  ha ir come [ f ell ] out an ' 
she j is '  went on to New York . She ' s  been in New York evah s inc e .  But she say 
she nevah trus ' a man . She nevah married no more . J is ' went away lef ' ' er l i ' le 
g irl an ' her li ' le boy . [He]  went on away wit the beautician . 

CUBBY Mr . Willis [ Charles ] you want ed to ask a quest ion? 
CHARLES Oh yes , I wan ' ed to ask yo ' whethah - I know when I intahviewed yo ' 

before yo ' said somethin ' ' bout wha '  yore cousin obs erved . Somethin ' ' bout Poots. 
JONES Oh well , it wus healin ' . Yo ' know tha ' wus a lady tha ' healed . She 

wus in the roo t bus ' ness yo ' know. She was a midwife an ' she b ' lieved in the 
supahnatural .  An ' my cousin , she - she come an ' tol ' me ' cause I wus all mixed 
up aftah tha ' . S o  my cous in she come to me an ' say , "Well , whut yo ' int end to 
do ? 11 I say , "Well , I a in ' t  intend in '  to do nuthin ' now . "  I say , " I ' m  disgus ted," 
I say , "I ' m  s ep ' rated , I ' m gain ' to s tay heah an ' work.  I ' m goin ' save some 
money an ' then I ' m gain ' some place . "  She said , "Well , "  she say , " I ' m  ga in ' ask 
the spirits , "  she say ,  " the spirits give me lat ta info ' mat ion ' bout d iffrun ' 
people . "  So I went an ' I talked to them . The spirits say the b es ' way to sur
vive - say yo ' re a woman , an ' say mos ' ly don ' be bothahed wit [men ] . 

She [ healer ] say , always if yo ' goin '  some place , whenevah yo ' leave a per
son ' s house always look back an ' spit . My gran ' mothah use to always do that too . 

CHARLES Look back and spit?  
JONES Yeah , ' cuz see when yo ' go  to  some p eople ' s house they don ' wan ' yo ' 

there . Mah gran ' mothah said dat dey ' d  come to de do ' - j is '  like yo ' go to a 
person ' s house an ' dey ' d  say a pPayah agains ' yo ' an ' [ she spits ] spit at choo . 
She say when yo ' leave a p erson ' s  house yo ' say a prayah an ' spit back [ demon
s trates ] . 

CHARLES Ovah the same shouldah . 
JONES Yeah ovah yore lef ' shouldah . 
CUBBY Did you ever have vis ions? Have you ever had vis ions or • • •  

JONES No , I nevah had no vis ions . I ' ve had dreams . Well , they say a dream 
is a vis ion . Now when I couldn ' walk when I wus in Wayne Diagnostic • • •  tha ' s  a 
hospital in Detroit . I wus in the wheel chair . An '  I knowed it had to be a 
dream ' caus e my gran ' mo thah wus dead then . But she came to  me in my dream an ' 
rubbed my legs . 

CUBBY Rubbed your legs ? 
JONES Yeah . She came to me an ' rubbed my legs . An ' say , "Now g it up Mary 

an ' go home . " Now I can see my mamma had come an ' • • •  
CHARLES Wus yo ' dreamin ' then? 
JONES I wusn ' t asleep , it had to be a vision ' cuz I wusn ' asleep . An ' the 

nurse came in an ' I tol ' ' er ,  " I  gotta git  up an '  go to the ba throom . " She says , 
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" I ' ll wheel yo ' in . "  I say , "No , I gonna git up an ' go myself . " 
CUBBY Were you able to walk then? 
JONES I got up . 
CUBBY You got up an ' walked to the bathroom . 
JONES I walked to the bathroom . 
CUBBY On your own? 
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JONES On my own . I put my han ' s  on the B ib le • • •  my gran ' mothah • • •  I had ' er 
tuh rub my legs . She tol ' me to g it up an ' go home . 

CUBBY Now this state of bein '  paralyz ed - it came from a spell yore mother
in-law had put on you? 

JONES Yes , yes , uh huh . 
CHARLES Wha ' yo ' re sayin ' - af tah yore vision an ' yore gran ' mothah came an ' 

rubbed yo ' laigs • • •  

JONES I got up . She tole me , "Git up . "  Hones ' to Gawd , she d id . She tole 
me , "Git up , git  up an ' go home . " 

CUBBY Have you had much trouble s ince then? 
JONES I haven ' been paralyzed . 
CHARLES Yo ' can still walk good ? 
JONES I ' m goin '  on ' bout my bus ' nes s . Go in ' ' roun ' - look at my han ' s 

wavin ' good bye • • •  

CHARLES Wunnaful .  [Not ice  she did not get up to walk and interviewers did 
not ask her to . ] 

JONES Uh huh , tha ' s  wunnahful .  
CHARLES Have you ever had any more experiences - havin ' dreams wherein maybe 

yo ' foresaw someones ' death or maybe somethin ' else has b een wrong with you? 
JONES No , ' cuz - not unless ' n  I been drinkin ' [ laughs ] . 
CHARLES Yo ' papa ' s  not d ead? 
JONES No , my papa an ' my mamma runnin ' aroun ' in a 646 [ 1964 - 6 cylinder 

automobile ] .  Right now my mamma ' s  up in New York City havin ' a ha Z Ze Zuiah time . 
CUBBY One o thah thin ' before we close out that has taken my attent ion an ' 

this is Doctah Pickens . Well do you know whether he was called a root doetah 
or what did they call him? 

JONES THEY CALL 'IM A SPIRITUALIS ' .  
CUBBY OH� A SPIRITUALIST. 
JONES YEAH. 
CUBBY BUT HE DID DEAL IN ROOTS? 
JONES YEAH BUT HE WORKED IN A CEMETERY MORE 'N ANYTHIN ' .  [ALL LAUGH. ] AIN 'T 

NOTHIN ' OUT THERE BUT A WHOLE LOTTA ROOTS. [LAUGHS LOUDLY. ] THA 'S RIGirr. YO ' 
KNOW YO ' SELF. YO ' GO OUT THERE EARLY IN THE MAWNIN ' BEFO ' [ unclea r ]  
-===-=------=AN ' YO ' WRITE SOMETHIN ' AN '  THROW IT IN THERE [A NEWLY DUG EMPTY 
GRAVE] . 

CUBBY WELL TELL ME THIS THOUGH� WHAT I 'M TRYIN ' TO GET TO, YOU SAY THE PRC
FESSOR HIMSELF - WOULD HE HAVE SOMEONE COVER THESE LETTERS UP WITH PAPER? I 
MEAN WITH SAND SO THAT WHEN THE PROCESSION GOT THERE THEY WOULDN 'T SEE THE LET
TERS IN THERE? 

JONES NATCHURELY. 
CUBBY AN ' THE CASKET WUS BURIED RIGHT ON TOP OF IT. 
JONES ON TOP OF IT. SEE� OKAY YO ' GO OUT THERE - HE 'D SA:! SOME KIN 'A BENE

DICTION OR SOMETHIN ' AN ' YOU THROW 'EM IN 'ERE� THEN THIS GUY WOULD COME AN ' 
COVAH 'EM OVAH WIT SAND. 

CUBBY Did you have to have a special reason for goin ' there? 
JONES Yeah , yo ' had to have a reason . If yo ' was goin ' wrong an ' yo ' know 

someone who could f ix i t  fo '  yo ' in the supahnatural worl ' ,  already gone on . 
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Yo ' haf ta have conf idence .  
CUBBY Oh yeah . Then you would do this to bring someone livin ' clo ser to yo ' .  

Say fo ' instance if I was yore husban ' an ' I was strayin ' away or somethin ' an ' 
was runnin ' aroun ' an ' yo ' wanted to draw me back to yo ' ,  closer - this was what 
you • • • •  An ' he would have some type of  services over thes e letters . 

JONES Oh yeah ! 
CUBBY As though he was buryin ' that actual person . 
JONES As though he was communin ' wit ' em . 

I MEET CHARLES FOR THE FIRST TIME 
LATER WE LEARN LAST NAME WAS WILLIS 
LIVE FROGS IN HIS GRANDMOTHER ' S  LEG 
DISEASE CALLED "FROGGED" - RARE WORD 
OTHER RITES - LAST ONE COMPLICATED 

[Although this meeting occured 7 years ago in 1970  about June 15 , I do not 
remember it at all , except one sunny afternoon Mr . Cubby and I s topped off a 
main highway among a few s cat tered p ines and a water view . After our present 
conversation which shows Charles familiar with root work , I employ him as an 
ass is tant for Mr . Cubby . ]  

HYATT I ' m s itting here in Optimo Park in St . P etersburg . Mr . Cubby has left 
my companion and me [ for about an hour ] . We ' re sitting here in the front of  my 
car with the air conditioner on and we ' re looking out at the palm trees and the 
water - that sort of  thing . Now my companion is going to tell me a story that 
happened when he was a boy in Georgia , a s tory about him and his grandfather and 
spirits . 

CHARLES Oh this is aroun ' 1938 in Tipton , Georgia . Well mah fathah , mah 
gran ' fathah wus known to see spirits . He always tole me he could see ghosts an ' 
so forth . An ' he always kept a horseshoe nailed up on the do ' .  Ah ast him wha ' 
wus it fo ' .  He tole - said it  wus fo ' deterrent o f  the spirit s , to ward off evil 
spirits . So one night the dahk caught us out in the fiel ' as we wus comin ' home . 
An ' he said , "Wait , ah saw a ghost ,  a ghos t  pass ' cross the road . "  An ' hark ! 
The mule s topped , raised his fron ' laig up an ' wouldn ' move . [ Or was the mule ' s  
name Hark? ] So mah [ grand ] fathah whipped ' im ,  whipped ' im ,  an ' he s till wouldn ' 
move . So he got tired an ' wai t ed a while . Aftah we waited fo ' about a halfa 
hour the mule walked on o ff . We got almos ' to the house , ah ' d  say ' bout a third 
of a block , he said , "Ah saw it ag ' in ! "  ' Bout tha ' t ime the mule stopped ag ' in .  
W e  only stopped ' bout 10 minutes , then h e  kep ' goin ' maybe 10 o r  1 2  paces an ' he 
s topped ag ' in . Mah fathah , mah gran ' fathah said he saw it ag ' in .  So he go t off  

. the wagon an ' went into the house an ' tole  mah gran ' mo thah to  give ' im  some 
snuff .  So aftah he chewed the snuff he spit in a can an ' then he got some grub
worms . Tha ' s  a worm fo ' the use of f ishin ' . [ These latter were kept handy , not 
freshly dug . ] An ' he put it in the snuff spit an ' put it  undah the do ' s tep .  
Then he got back on the wagon an ' this mule went on into the yahd . So he tole 
mah gran ' mo thah , says , "He ' s af tah me . " She says , "Who ' s  aftah yo ' ? " [ Grand
father says ] , "Ah saw ' im ag ' in tonight . "  Mah gran ' mo thah tole ' im, she said , 
"Yo ' know wha ' to do ' bout tha ' . "  He said , "Ah know wha ' to do . "  So the nex ' 
day he got some crickets an ' he baked ' em in the oven , an ' he got some corn 
shucks an '  dried ' em  an ' sewed ' em in a bag , about 10 of ' em  an ' hung ' em  on a 
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big tree . An ' a while latah he ' s  on the same mule an ' he saw the same ghost but 
the mule kep ' goin ' . He said , "Now he ' s  ' fraid . "  An '  aftah then , ah say ' bout 
a coupla days latah we saw i t  once mo ' an ' we nevah saw it ag ' in .  [ No t ice the 
s imp le and easily obtained materials . Old-time subs tances eas ily found and free !]  

HYATT Was this ghos t someone that he thought p ersonally was after him? Was 
it an impersonal ghost  or was it somebody that didn ' t  like him? Or j us t  a ghost?  

CHARLES No , he thought it wus a guy he always had a gru ' ge ag ' ins ' . They 
had a gru ' ge ag ' ins ' each o thah . An ' the guy got kilt - a mule kicked ' im in 
the haid . 

HYATT Oooh , I see . Was that the reason for the mule lif t ing up his leg , I 
wonder? [ Did someone cause the mule to lift its leg ? Was someone get t ing even? ] 

CHARLES Yes , tha ' s wh ' ah think . The guy said before he died he ' d  come back 
from ' is grave an '  g it ' im .  [Who? The grandfather or person causing the mule 
to kick? ] 

HYATT Uh huh . That was r eally somethin ' ! How did the mule lift up his l eg ?  
Did he lift up one leg ?  

CHARLES He l ifted up ' is fron ' paws firs ' an ' try t o  kick but he wu s  onto the 
wagon an ' he j is '  kicked ' is back laig s , not too high . He lift his fron ' paws up 
as if to stomp . 

HYATT I s ee .  D id your grandfather say that mules could s ee spirits ? 
CHARLES He said mules could re ' ly s ee sp irits . He said all mul es could . 
HYATT I see .  Did he ever say anything about other animals s eeing s p irit s ?  
CHARLES He said a dog in a way can. H e  can smell , only way h e  can , smel l a 

sp irit . He know ' d if one ' s  roun ' . He star ts howl in ' .  One night a dog wus 
howl in ' in the night at mah gran ' pah ' s house .  Ah say ,  "Why ' s  he howl in ' ? 
[ Grandfather says ] , " ' Cuz he s ees a sp ir it . "  He say , "Yo ' go to the windahs 
an ' look . " Ah say ,  "Ah see . "  [ I  see = I unders tand , not I see the spir it the 
dog is barking at . ]  

HYATT Could your grandfather normally see spirits?  Did he have a gift o f  

seeing them? 
CHARLES Yes , said he always did . 
HYATT Always [had ] seen spirits . 
CHARLES Tha ' why he wus paht iclah watchin ' fo ' de sp irit , ' cuz de man prom

ised ' im  from death tha ' he would come back an ' git ' im .  
HYATT Oh, I s ee .  Now you heard that woman this morning tell us she had this 

oa Z Z .  D id you ever hear any stories about caZZs?  I mean, people being gifted 
t o  see sp irits or anything of this sor t ?  

[ I  am dwelling on this subj ect b ecause spirits and hoodoo apparently run in 
families . ]  

CHARLES No . Mah gran ' fa thah tole me he had a midwife when he wus bo ' n .  He 
said , uh the day he wus bo ' n  the midwife to l ' ' is mo thah , said , "Your son will 
be mo ' gif t ed den the r es ' o f  the kids . "  He wus about the f i ' th son . [ Is he 
trying to say s eventh son? ] She say ,  "Dis son gon ' a be dif f ' run ' . "  In fac ' she 
wus the type tha ' could see spirits huhself . So she knew he wus d iff ' ren ' from 
all the res ' she had delivahed . 

HYATT I see . 
CHARLES Becuz he said he s tahted preachin ' when he s tahted talkin ' good . 

Ah ' d  say ' bout s ix yeahs ole . He wus d iff ' ren ' . He ust to  lay up in bed at 
night an ' cry when all the res ' of the kids be ' s leep , ' cuz he could s ee spirits . 

HYATT D id you people live out in the country from T ipton , Georgia? 
CHARLES Yes , Tip ton . 
HYATT I came through it  coming down here on the highway . When you were a 

small child did you hear much about roo tworkers or that sort of  thing? Was there 
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much talk about it?  Did you ever hear a story of s omeone who had a spell put on 
him and went to someone to have it taken off?  

CHARLES Yes , mah gran ' mothah tole me she had a lady who hated ' er an ' she 
wus a real roo tworker . 

HYATT Oh , she was a roo tworker , the lady who hated her? 
CHARLES Yes . She had frogs in huh laig , she say . One of ' er laigs wus al

ways bad . Ah as t her why one laig wus much largah then de othah one . [ Elephan
tias is ? ] .  She always had trouble wit de same laig . She said dis roo tworkah tole 
' er she crippled ' er fo ' life an ' she said ' bout a month af tah she tole ' er tha ' , 
' er right laig s tahted hurtin ' an ' it s tahted swellin ' . She went to de  doctah 
an ' de doctah nevah could undahs tan ' wha ' wus wrong . He couldn ' f in '  anythin ' 
wrong . 

HYATT Uh huh . 
CHARLES An '  she contacted ano thah lady an ' she tol ' ' er she had frogs in ' er 

laig . Some way she had put frogs in ' er laig . 
HYATT Put frogs in her leg? 
CHARLES Small frogs . So the othah lady tol ' ' er she had been frogged [my 

only example of  this word ! ] .  
HYATT She had been frogged? 
CHARLES YES, BY SOME STRONG ROOTWORKAH. SHE [GRANDMOTHER ] SAID SHE TRIED 

EV 'RY REMEDY IN THE BOOK. THIS OTHAH LADY [SECOND ROOTWORKER ] SAID SHE COULD GIT 
RID OF IT. SHE COULD TRY. BUT WHEN SHE DID IT WUS VERY POWAHFUL, STRONGAH DEN 
SHE WUS. EV 'RY MAWNIN ' WHEN SHE GIT UP, FILL 'ER MOUTH FULL OF SNUFF, DRAW A 
CROSS ON DE GROUN ',  TURN AROUN ' 3 TIMES AN ' SPIT IN DE MIDDLE. AT NOON DE SAME 
THIN ' .  AN ' EVEN IN '  DE SAME CROSS TURN AROUN ' 3 TIMES AN '  SPIT RIGHT IN DE MID
DLE OF DE CROSS. [ For drawing a circle on the ground , making a cross  into its 
center , and spitting into this center of  this cro s s  see Vance Randolp h ,  Ozark 
Magia and Fo lklore , Dover Edition , 1964 , reprint of Columbia Univers ity Press , 
194 7 ,  p . 271 , 2nd paragraph . ]  

HYATT Good ! Good ! Good ! 
CHARLES She say ' er laig s tahted dryin ' up aftah ' bout 4 or 5 weeks . 
HYATT Good , good . Now b efore the spell was put upon your grandmother , her 

legs were all right ? 
CHARLES Yeah , perfec ' ly .  
HYATT Oh , p erfec tly all right . And the leg j us t  • • •  

CHARLES She ust to plow .  
HYATT What ! 
CHARLES She p lowed wit de mule befo ' den .  
HYATT Oh , she plowed with the mule . 
CHARLES Yes , han ' plowed . Yo ' know wha ' han ' plowed is? 
HYATT Oh yes , and put the mule in front to pull it . 
CHARLES Yeah , she wus a s trong lady . 
HYATT I see .  She was s trong . When you were a boy did they ever use oxen 

or  was that more down in the lowlands along the coast?  
CHARLES Uh , wait , neah de  tracks . Ah think it wus r ight by de railroad 

tracks . Ah ' d  say ' bout halfa block from ' em .  De way ah undahs tood it . 
[ His answer is irrelevant , does not understand what I mean . I ignore answer . ]  
HYATT Uh huh. I see . Well now this woman who cured her actually cured her 

despite the fact that the o ther rootworker was stronger? 
CHARLES She wus s trongah but she didn ' know she wus doin ' it . 
HYATT Oh , I see . 
CHARLES If she had known she could prob ' ly have stopped it . 
HYATT Oh, now I unders tand . Now I see how you g et around that . That ' s  great. 
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Well I have had these cases where one roo t  doctor was stronger than the other 
one . There ' s  an old s tory told • • •  tell me how you heard it . About two root doc
tors get t ing into a r� at sometime and one wants to prove that he is s tronger 
than the o ther one • • • •  You may be able to get it together later on • • • •  So many 
people who have heard a good spirit story or a s tory l ike this , somebody having 
a spell put on them or taking a frog out of the leg , that  sort of thing . [ Cut 
in tape . ] 

HYATT Now what was it , the grandmother • • •  

CHARLES Mah gran ' mothah said tha ' she knew a frien '  o '  ' er ' s  who had a war t  
put on ' er b y  a rootworkah . This same lady tha ' cured ' er ,  she went t o  ' er to 
get it removed .  De way ah undahstood i t  she had i t  removed wit urine from a 
skunk [ poleca t ]  which is hahd [ hard ] to g i t . [ I  never heard that one before ! ]  

HYATT I imagine • • •  

CHARLES Took ' er about a yeah or two to git it , she f in ' ly got it . But , but 
de lady tha ' re ' ly had de curse  put on ' er by a rootworkah she d idn ' t know dat 
she wus gonna do it . She f in '  she done have the warts , she done de j ob well . 
But aftah ' bout a yeah or so she got hol ' o '  dis skunk urine , urinat ion • • •  

HYATT Well , did she herself have to get i t  or did she buy it from someone? 
CHARLES De roo t lady got it fo ' ' er ! ! ! !  
[ The word root lady is rare compared to roo tman or rootworker . ]  
HYATT Oh, the root lady got it for her . 
CHARLES Yeah , she made some - I dunno wha ' • • •  

HYATT I see . That ' s  an unusual cure . That ' s  unusual . You know in that 
book of mine , Fo lklore from Adams County Illinois , I have over 700 wart cures 
and there ' s  no skunk urine . Tha t ' s  a new one to me . Absolutely new .  

[ Informant says something I cannot understand . ]  
HYATT I would think after all that trouble  something would work.  Now who 

put thes e warts on her , one roo tworker? 
CHARLES Yeah . 
HYATT And another roo tworker gave her the cure for it?  
CHARLES Yeah , gave ' er de cure fo ' it . 
HYATT Gave her the cure for it . That ' s  great ! 
CHARLES She wus a frien ' o '  ' er an ' de o thah was a • • •  

HYATT An enemy? 
CHARLES • • • to mah gran 'mothah an ' a lotta people d idn ' t  know she wus a root-

workah . 
HYATT Oh , I see . 
CHARLES But mah gran ' mothah an ' ' er frien '  did . 
HYATT I see . 
CHARLES Tha ' s  why when the known rootworkah put the curse on mah gran ' mo thah , 

mah frien '  she f igured she had [ unclear ] she nevah knowed becuz she knew they 
wouldn ' leave de li ' le town an ' go any place but she didn ' know anythin ' ' bout 
the othah rootworkah dere . In the meantime dey had a chance to git de cure . 
[ The roo tworker who cured the grandmo ther belonged to the town but was no t known 
to be a roo tworker . ]  

HYATT That ' s  good . There are so many - you know it ' s  amaz ing • • •  o f  course 
that book of mine has the greatest collection of cures [ am I trying to impress 
a prospective help er? ]  that has ever b een published . We j ust  went after that • • •  

OF COURSE NO MAN DOES ALL THIS ALONE. YOU ' VE  GOT TO HAVE A LOT OF PEOPLE HELPING 
YOU. YOU CAN STAND OUT HERE ON THE CORNER AND ASK SOMEONE� SAY NOW, "WELL TELL 
ME A SUPERSTITION, " THAT SORT OF THING - THAT 'S FINE. YOU CAN STAND THERE A 
COUPLE OF YEARS AND YOU WILL GET THOUSANDS OF THEM BUT WHAT ARE YOU GOING TO 
GET? YOU ARE GOING TO GET HUNDREDS, AND HUNDREDS OF THEM ARE GOING TO BE THE 
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SAME THING OVER AND OVER. 
CHARLES Thats right . 
HYATT YOU JUST HAVE TO KEEP AFTER THIS THING AND KEEP AFTER IT AND IT 'S 

AMAZING HOW MANY DIFFERENT THINGS THERE ARE. THESE CURES - YOU COULD DO A BOOK 
ON JUST CURES. This type o f  cur e you have j us t  given me . [Pleas e note : I am 
no t talking to the learned academic world , I am talking to a prospec t ive worker ! ] 
Do you know anything or any o ther cure that someone worked? 

[ Informant ' s  reply unclear . ] 
HYATT What about wean ing children - tha t  sort o f  thing ? Now when d id you 

f ir s t  beg in to know anything about roo t doc tors and roo tworkers ? When did you 
really first become interested in the work? 

CHARLES Oh • • •  from my midwife . S he knew quit e  a bit ab out roots an ' ah ust 
to visit ' er a lot . 

HYATT I see . 
CHARLES SHE SAYS SHE GITS DIFFRUN ' KIN 'S OF ROOTS AN '  SO FORTH� SHE DRIES 

'EM OUT� SHE BURNS 'EM� SHE INHALES THE SMOKE� AN '  IF SHE WANTS TO PUT A CURSE 
ON SOMEONE SHE SAYS A FEW WORDS WHILE DIS IS BURN IN '  AN ' SHE 'S INHALIN ' DE SMOKE 
AN '  MOS ' OF DE TIME IT WORKS. [ THIS IS NEW� ALSO UNUSUAL. ]  

HYATT I s ee .  I see . 
CHARLES She tole me oncet - she said somebody had did ' er some d irt . She 

sa id , "Ah t ell yo ' one thin ' ,  Charles , she ' l l be sick ' bout d is t ime t omorrah 
night . " An '  re ' ly she wus s ick. 

HYATT Uh huh . 
CHARLES She had a headache an ' couldn ' t  s top it . 
HYATT Did she t ell you what she did?  
CHARLE S No , she burnt some kin ' a roots , inhaled it an ' say a few word s , she 

say . She j is '  us e ' er [vic t im ' s ] init ials , she nevah call ' er name . [ Init ials 
alone are ra ther rare . ]  

HYATT Oh ,  always us e her initials , never the name . 
CHARLES Nevah d e  name . 
HYATT I see . 
CHARLES Now as she talk s he inhale de smoke den blow it out . She say a f ew  

word s . Ah nevah could undahs tan ' wha ' she say in ' . 
HYATT I see . 
CHARLES But re ' lly she had a vi ' len [ viol ent ] headache de nex ' day . Ah made 

sure , ah go to de house an ' see [ ! ! ! ] .  
HYATT B efore I forget it , I do want , if pos sible - I would like to talk to a 

couple of people who sell - no t engaged in the work primarily , but who sell curi
o s . Who s el l  roo t s  and lucky perfumes and things of tha t sort , or lucky art icles . 
I have a copy at home o f  this wo rk [HOODOO ] and I ' ve loaned it to Cubby . And l et 
Cubby le t  you look through it . You ' re gett ing the idea now , the sort o f  things 
that go into this thing ? 

CHARLES Yeah . Here ' s anothah cure she to l ' me - wha ' cause s  palsy , people 
to shake l ike d is . 

[NOW COMES ONE OF THE MOST COMPLICATED RITES IN HOODOO ! ] 
CHARLES YES� SHE TOLE ME SHE HAD A CURE FO ' DAT TOO. SAID SHE COULD TAKE 3 

GRASSHOPPAHS AN '  TAKE ONE HA.ID OFF AN '  THROW HIS BODY AWAY. PUT DE TWO GRASS
HOPPABS IN DE SNUFF CAN AN ' DE HAID OF DE OTHAH ONE. YO ' HOL ' IT DERE� PUT A 
TOP ON IT� LET IT STAY FO ' 'BOUT 4 DAYS. DEN YO ' TAKE ANOTHAH ONE OUT� TAKE 
'IS HAID OFF AN '  THROW DE BODY AWAY� PUT DE HAID IN DERE WIT DE WHOLE ONE� PUT 

A TOP ON IT 4 MO ' DAYS. DEN SHE TAKE DE HAID OF DE LAS ' ONE, THROW DE BODY 
AWAY. PUT DE 3 HEADS IN DE CAN, SHE LEA VE IT DERE PO ' 3 DAYS. WHEN DEY GOT THE 
SHAKES� DE PALSY.� SAY YO ' TAKE AN ' PUT ONE HAID UNDAH 'IS TONGUE FO ' 4 DAYS� PUT 
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DAT BACK IN DE CAN. PUT ANOTHAH ONE UNDAH HIS TONGUE FO ' 4 DAYS, PUT DAT ONE 
BACK IN DE CAN. TAKE DE THIRD ONE AN ' PUT IT UNDAH DE TONGUE FO ' 4 DAYS, PUT 
DAT BACK IN DE CAN. LET 'EM STAY FO ' 4 DAYS, TAKE DEM OUT AN '  CHEW 'EM. 

HYATT Do what to them? 
CHARLES CHEW 'EM UP. 
HYATT Ob , chew them up . 
CHARLES FO ' 4 HOURS. 
HYATT For 4 hours . 
CHARLES DEN SPIT 'EM OUT. SAY MOS ' DE TIME DEY GO AWAY. 
HYATT I see .  
CHARLES YO ' NOTICE IT 'S ALWAYS TWELVE, SHE ALWAYS KEEPS IT 3 OR 4 - THEM FO ' 

[FOR ] DAYS. SAYS DE 1 2  IS FO ' DE 1 2  TRIBES OF ISRAEL. 
HYATT Ub bub . 
CHARLES TWELVE GATES OF JERUSALEM. DAT 'S WHA ' SHE ALWAYS TAUGHT ME. 
HYATT Ub hub . 
CHARLES AN '  1 2  DESCIPLES. 
HYATT Ub bub . 
CHARLES SEE AN ' DAT WILL GIT RID OF PALSY. S 'POSED TO STOP 'EM. 
HYATT I s ee . Now there we have a very interes t ing • • •  notice the magic rite 

there . 
[ Cut in tape . ] 
[ The preceding speaker is named Charles . We do not know his last name but he 

is a professional root doctor . He worked with us today for the f irs t t ime and I 
think be is going to be very good • • •  we ' ll s e e .  End of  tap e . The preced ing com
ments were added later in the day . Later too , I realized Charles was not a pro
fessional root doctor , and we learned h is last  name was Will is . ]  

CHARLIE HARMON REMEMBERS A DOCTOR BUZZARD 
BACK IN 1903 - ONE OF THOSE BUZZARDS WHO 
GAVE A SHOW - TOOK UP A COLLECTION - THEN 
TOLD FORTUNES - SOLVED PROBLEMS - HEALED 

[ This Dootor Buz zard goes back into the 1890 ' s  and perhaps the 1880 ' s .  Here 
is the best-known name of an actual person or persons in hoodoo and rootwork , 
and yet the orig inal man and his imitators remain almost unknown . Surely there 
must b e  ref erences to them in early newspapers , court records , etc .  Some of the 
references in this present hoodoo work are : p . 89 lf . , v . l ; p . l030 , v . 2 ;  1255 , line 
7 ,  v . 2 ;  p . 1414 , v . 2 ;  p . l447 , line 7f , v . 2 ;  p . 1515 , v . 2 ;  p . 1600 , S t one , nephew of 
Buz zard ; p . 4513f . , Herman Henry and Buzzard , v . S ;  and p . 4612f . ,  Prophet Warkiee 
Sarbeed and Buz zard , v . 5 . ] 

HYATT Will you t ell me what you told me b efore? 
HARMON Yes . 
HYATT This was when you were a boy . 
HARMON Yeah . 
HYATT What happened ? 
HARMON He was a great man ! He was a great man ! He can show yo ' lots of 

points . Show yo ' ' bout how to handle money , how to git money . Show yo ' lotta 
tricks about money . 

HYATT How long ago d id you say this happened ? How old are you? 
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HARMON Ah ' m  82 yeahs old [ in 1970 ] . 
HYATT You ' re 82 years old . 
HARMON Will be  thuh 12th of June . 
HYATT Did you ever see old Doctor Buzzard ? 
HARMON Yes , ah saw ' im sev ' ral t imes . 
HYATT How old were you when you saw him? 
HARMON Ah wus about 15 yeahs old , ah guess . 
HYATT About 15 . What sort of a man • • •  what d id he look like? 
HARMON He wus a big ole dark - high-tone man . 
HYATT Was he heavyweight? 
HARMON Purt ty heavy , about 175 . 
HYATT Was he very black? Or l ight ? 
HARMON He wus sorta dark man . 
HYATT Sort of  a dark man . What d id the children think about him? 
HARMON Oh thuh chilrun kin ' a ha ' fway skeered of ' im . Yo ' hollah , "Here come 

Doc tah Buzzard , "  they break an ' run . 
HYATT They ' d  start to run then . [ Laughs . ]  How long has he been dead , would 

you say? 
HARMON Ah ' d  say about 50 some yeahs . 
HYATT Fifty some years . He wasn ' t  born in that part of the country was he , 

as far as you know? 
HARMON When ah f irs ' knowed ' im  he wus aroun ' there . Ah dunno if he wus bo ' n  

aroun ' there or not .  
HYATT I see . He d idn ' t die there either? 
HARMON No , he didn ' die there . 
HYATT He d idn ' t die there? 
HARMON He lef ' there . The nex ' t ime ah heard he wus dead . 
HYATT You said something about • • •  he gave p erformances in churches , you said? 
HARMON Yes , he ' d  go aroun ' churches an ' big meetin ' s .  He ' d  go aroun ' there 

an ' make pahformances - speech somethin ' nothah . 
HYATT I see . Now show me what he d id about that money . Show me with your 

hands ther e .  
HARMON H e  take thuh money , he ' d  throw i t  up . Throw his han ' s  up an ' then he 

hol '  his han ' s out an ' thuh money comes fallin ' down in his han ' s .  It wus silvah 
money . 

HYATT S ilver money . 
HARMON Wouldn ' t  have nothin ' but when he bring his han ' s down • • •  

HYATT He ' d  have some money in his hands ?  
HARMON Take his hat o f f  his head - [money ] fall in his hat , big hat . 
HYATT Did money fall into his hat ?  
HARMON Fall in his hat . An ' he ' d  take it out , throw his hat up and throw it  

away an ' it fall right back down again in his hat . 
HYATT In his hat ,  of  all things . How d id he get paid? Did he take up a 

collection or anything ? 
HARMON He ' d  take his hat aroun ' , hold it out , people throw money in there . 
HYATT Uh huh , I s e e .  
HARMON Then i f  yo ' wan ' to f in '  out anythin ' yo ' have to pay ' im  to t ell yo ' 

wha ' it is . He ' d  t ell  yo ' fo ' tune . [ Other magicians and showmen d id the same 
thing ; s ee references already given . ] 

HYATT Oh , he ' d  t ell your fortune too? 
HARMON He ' d  tell yore fo ' tune an ' yo ' d  pay ' im  to tell it . 
HYATT Did people seem to think he was pretty good or what?  
HARMON Y es , lo ts of  ' im b ' lieved in ' im . 
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HYATT Just the colo red people? 
HARMON No . Colored and white bof [both ] . They ' d crowd aroun ' ' im j is '  like 

it wus a show to see his tricks . [An amazing statement ! His real tricks they 
did not see ! ] 

HYATT I see . I see . By the way that word trick , what did they mean by that 
word trick when you were a boy? What did they mean tricks ? 

HARMON Tricks ? 
Yes . HYATT 

HARMON Oh , well they trick yo ' or they kil l yo ' . Yo ' can be tricked yo ' 
know . 

HYATT Yeah .  
HARMON Yo ' know • . •  
HYATT Yes , does that mean the same thing 
HARMON Yeah , i t ' s all de same . 
HYATT Could he take these tricks o f f  you 

thing of that sor t , as far as you know? 

as hzut? A spell put on you? 

if you had one put on you or any-

HARMON Ah heard tell o f  ' im  takin ' ' em 
me fo ' ah wusn ' big enough whare he could . 
Nonsense ! Even babies were tricked. ] 

off befo ' ,  but he nevah took none of  
[ Harmon was too  young to be tricked? 

HYATT I see . You told me something else  about Doctor Buzzard . I ' ve forgot
ten now what it  was .  

HARMON Maybe - that I could think o f  he could tell yore fo ' tune , whether yo ' 
gotta long life or a short life . 

HYATT I see . How d id he tell it?  
HARMON By lookin ' at yore han ' . 
HYATT By looking at your hand , I s ee .  He told fortunes that way . Did he 

have a crys tal ball as far as you knew , or anything of that sort ? [ This is no t 
a leading ques t ion , it is merely a conversation p iece to keep interview alive . ] 

HARMON Seems to me like he had somethin ' no thah . I t ' s  been so long now I 
can ' t remembah now whut it wus . [A good answer . Why l ie about it . ] 

HYATT I see . 
HARMON But ah do remembah he had somethin '  no thah he ' d  rub in his han ' s .  
HYATT Did you ever hear of  ano ther Doctor Buzzard anywhere or was this the 

only one you ever heard o f ?  
HARMON I t ' s the only one a h  evah heard o f .  
HYATT The only one you ever heard of . I s ee .  [This man was born and lived 

his earlier l ife  in Georgia . ] 

CLARENCE CUBBY AND OLD MAN WITH CROSSED FORKS 

HYATT This is info rmant No . 2 , introduced to me by the Rev . Mr . Cubby [ he 
had done some preaching ] .  Here ' s  really an old timer . He comes from up in 
Georgia . He ' s  going to tell me the story about he once sold himself to the 
devil .  Is that the s tory you ' re going to tell me? 

INFORMANT Yeah , yeah . Well ah would say this , ah was wid de devil to s tart 
wid .  Yes , ah wus wid de devil to s tart wid . Yeah came up like dis . But after 
dat • • • 

HYATT Uh huh . 
INFORMANT Ah made a change . 
HYATT I see , 
INFORMANT Now since dat time ah learned a whole lat ta tricks .  
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HYATT Done a lot  o f  tricks ?  
INFORMANT Ah learned ' em but ah don ' fool wit ' em ' caus e ah sold out to d e  

devil . Ah wan ' yuh tuh git  dat too , yo ' know . 
HYATT Now will you tell the Rev . Mr . Cubby and me one of the tricks ? If 

there ' s  anybody listening we ' ll tell them to leave so it  wil l be  a secret if 
you don ' t want to tell anybody excep t  us . 

INFORMANT De devil s tuck 2 fo ' ks in a path fo ' me [ demons trates ] .  One prong 
one way and one de o thah . Ah gonna do de short one fo ' yo ' .  All right , by me 
knownin ' some t ' ings o f  de devil ah saw de fo ' ks .  It  was at night . 

HYATT Uh huh . 
INFORMANT But Gawd abled me to see ' em .  Ah see ' d  de fo ' ks j is ' like dis 

[ demons trates ] .  Yo ' couldn ' miss ' em goin ' on , yo ' couldn ' miss ' em comin ' . 
HYATT Your hands - your f ingers locked together , that ' s  • • •  
INFORMANT Oat ' s  de way de fo ' ks were . 
HYATT That ' s  the way the forks were , I see .  
INFORMANT All right , an ' ' er ,  ' er ,  one de devil ' s  spirits said tuh me , "Now 

if yo ' ain ' t gonna do no hahm turn aroun ' and back up to de fo ' ks an ' pick ' em 
up . "  

HYATT Uh huh . 
INFORMANT Co ' s e dat ' s  been proved but anyhow ah turnt aroun ' , backed up to 

de fo ' ks an ' picked dem up - p icked ' em up an ' wen ' on to whare ah sta ' ed [ s tart
ed ] . All right , dere ain ' t nuthin happened [ up ]  tuh [ this ] day along dat line . 

HYATT How did those forks get there? Do you think that some enemy of  yours 
planted them through the devil or the devil himself did it?  

INFORMANT No de devil ' ims e ' f [ hims elf ] didn ' do  it . Some of de devil ' s  
elves . 

HYATT Oh,  I see . 
INFORMANT Now lissen ,  de devil ' s  got elves , yo ' know dat . Yo ' should know 

it . 
HYATT Yes . 
INFORMANT Uh , de devil don ' do nuthin now , but his elves . Gawd don ' do 

nuthin now , He got spirit s .  
HYATT I see ,  I see . 
INFORMANT Oat ' s  right . I know de book [What book? ] 
HYATT Now lis ten ,  tell me something . You knew some of  those old-time people . 

What did they do to pro tect themselves from evil? Did they wear anything , eat 
anything or carry any roo ts or anything of that sort in the old day when you were 
a boy? 

INFORMANT Now I tell you whut in my boy days , co ' se dat been de yeah ' 80 [ in 
1880 ' s ] . In mah boy days dey didn ' t b ' lieve in dat so much roo ts as fo ' ks 
[ folks ] do now . [Years ago a healer or doctor dug his own roots . Commerce in 
selling root s  spread the prac tice . ]  

HYATT Oh they didn ' t believe so much in root s ?  
INFORMANT No . Ah t ell yo ' whut dey do . Dey wud lay off dere food fo ' 3 ,  6 

or 9 days . Yo ' heah me now? An ' go tuh Gawd an ' consu ' t  wid Gawd - wouldn ' t  
eat or drink. 

HYATT I see , I see .  
INFORMANT An ' den when dem 9 days - whichevah dey sot [ s et ] ' em as ide tuh do 

dey go tuh ' im an ' when dey do it Gawd g ive dem dere des ires . 
HYATT Now tell me one thing - you came from up in Georgia - where in Georgia 

did you come from? 
INFORMANT Neah Malka [Mauk? ] Georgia . 
HYATT Near Malka? , Georgia . 
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INFORMANT Malka? , Georgia [ unclear ] �--���------�����--�--�--�----�--------
HYATT What did those people call that special kind of  work where they put 

tricks and roots on you - that sort of  thing? What did they call that?  Did they 
use the name hoodoo in those  days when you were a boy ?  Did you ever hear the 
word hoodoo much? 

INFORMANT Well , dey had 2 or 3 names . Now one was a hoodoo er . 
HYATT Yes , hoodooer . [All evidence from older people along east coas t back 

in 1 9 30 ' s  int erviews said "hoodoo" t erm no t used . ] 
INFORMANT One wus hoodooer an ' one wus thoughts . 
HYATT Thoughts ?  They put their thoughts on you? 
INFORMANT Yas , dey pray tuh Gawd an ' like Gawd said tuh Leo [ ? ]  Gawd wan ' s 

somp in tuh happen . Ah ' m  ta ' kin ' tuh yuh now . Gawd let ' s  sompin tuh happen . 
[ Surely this is "praying agains t" known in Georgia , Florida or elsewhere ; in 
fact throughout the his tory of Christ ianity . Actually it  is putting a curse on 
a person you do not like and asking God to do your dirty work . ] 

HYATT Did you ever hear them calling it  wit chcraf t  up in Georgia? 
INFORMANT Yeah . 
HYATT They call it witchcraft?  
INFORMANT Yeah , dat  happen down 

few minutes ' cuz • • •  [We were sitting 
HYATT Yes , yes , go right ahead . 

in Egypt . Would yuh ' scuse me j is '  fo ' a 
out on f ront porch . He goes ins ide . ]  

[Doesn ' t  return - rest of  tape blank . ] 

MR .  DIXON AND MI SS WILLIAMS BY CLARENCE CUBBY 

HYATT Now the next voice you hear will be that of the Rev . Mr . Cubby [he had 
done some preaching ] who is go ing to tell me a s tory about a doctor who lived 
j us t  about a hundred f eet from where we are sitting [ at Mr . Cubby ' s  home in il
lus tration at  end o f  vo lume 3 ]  right here across  the s treet . The hous e is no 
longer there . Now this is s t ill Sunday , May 3 1 ,  1 9 70 . Mr . Cubby here ' s  the 
microphone . 

CUBBY Thank you Mr . Hyatt . The o ther day on Wednesday when I met Mr . Hyat t 
in front of  the Firs t Nat ional Bank, and immediately I recognized that he was a 
clergyman , and he asked me about taking him aroun ' town for about an hour . Upon 
get tin ' in the cab we began to talk about folklore an ' he explained to me about 
his int eres t in folklore .  I s tart ed to t ell ' im about the s tory about a gentle
man who used to  live not too far from me , about 100 yards from where I live , a 
Mr . Huey Dixon.  Ev ' ryone cons idered him a roo t doctor . He was a weird man in 
his own way . His home was built  on a old-fashioned s tyle , way back [ from the 
street ] an ' it was complet ely surrounded by hedges and shrubbery . The house 
couldn ' be seen from the s tr eet . The kids in the neighborhood always called -it 
the haunted house .  Mr . Dixon was a man who they say worked re ' lly in roots an ' 
craft ' an ' s tuf f l ike that . The people in the neighborhood were re ' lly afraid 
o f  ' im .  There were rumors goin ' aroun ' that the women were pay in ' ' im to put 
roots out for their husban ' s who were playin ' aroun ' with o ther women, gamblin '  
or doin ' whatever the women didn ' desire their husban ' s  to do . There was also 
a sayin ' that after Mr . Dixon was run outa town by some of  the men in the neigh
borhood an ' on a full-moon night you could s ee him s tandin ' on the corner of  
19th Street and Melros e  Avenue South here in S t .  Petersburg . On some occas ions 
I ' ve had an opportunity as a kid to sneak into Mr . Dixon ' s  yard , an ' as any 
energet ic boy would do , climb up to the window an ' try to peek in . We noticed 
the windows had thes e very b lack and thick curtains and shades up to them an ' 
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you couldn ' t  see very much at all . You couldn ' t even s ee pas t the window s ill . 
However I am not sure that Mr . Dixon was a roo t doctor . But there has been on 
occas ion tha t  dogs and cats and other animals have fallen over d ead in his yard . 
He told us that he had cas t a spell on them an ' made them die . That ' s  why I 
think everyone in the neighborhood was afraid o f  him. [ Po ison d id this trick. ] 

HYATT Good . 
CUBBY At this t ime that ' s  j us ' about all I can t ell you about Mr . Dixon b e

caus e he re ' lly kep ' to himself  an ' there wasn ' very much you could learn about 
' im.  An ' everyone was afraid to vis it him .  I think he had no vis ito rs at all . 
The home that he had has b een torn down an ' the city has put the p rope r ty up for 
sal e .  No longer is there a trace of Mr . Dixon . 

HYATT Good .  Good . Mr . Cubby is going to cont inue r ight now. All right 
there you are .  

CUBBY There ' s  a old neighborhood rumor goin ' on aroun ' about a Miss Williams 
who lives at 1911 Melros e Avenue South . I knew Miss Williams ever s inc e I was a 
kid . I grew up near her . She was a very weird person also . She kep ' to her
s elf . She b eli eved s trongly in God . She always said that if anyone ever drink 
alcoholic b everages or anything of this sort they could never l ive in her house 
after she died . This house at 1911 Melros e  Avenue South is  s t ill s tandin ' . Miss 
Williams has been dead over 7 years . There has been numerous famil ies who have 
tried to live there but none were able  to l ive there because they were run out at  
night . I know for a fac ' that doors are openin ' , lights have turned on without 
p eople turnin ' the switch ,  becaus e I lived r ight across the s treet at f irst ' ,  at 
1910 Melros e .  However , now my father res ides there .  There is  one gentleman that 
I believe could tell you bet ter than I can b ecaus e he l ived next door to her . No 
one out of  the • • •  I ' d  say 15 or 16 or 17 families mayb e ,  have tried to live there
has been able to s tay in that house over a period of 3 days . All the families 
that have moved there have either had t o  l eave that same night or some stayed 2 
days and 3 night s , the 3rd day they were gone . I beli eve that  possibly there is 
a spirit in the house because I ' ve seen even af ter I ' ve grown up that the lights 
will come on at  night , the doors will open . You can hear voices in there . You 
can hear j us '  as though someone was carryin ' on church services in the hous e and 
there ' s  no one in the house .  The house is s t ill s tandin ' vacant . She has a 
bro ther who lives in the back of the house ,  in a l it tle one room cot tage that he 
has . He has never been able to s tay in the house ,  though the house was willed 
to him.  He continues to fix it up as though someone l ives there but there is no 
one that res ides in the Williams house .  This is the end o f  my s tory . 

HYATT Have you ever heard - you ' ve told that ghost  s tory - have you ever heard 
there is some thing you can do to run the ghost  out of the house or pro tect  your
self agains t the ghos t or something o f  tha t  sort?  You know of anything l ike tha t ?  

CUBBY I ' ve heard once that you could burn some type o f  incense .  An '  the s tory 
tha t  goes to get rid of  the spirit o f  Miss Williams is that if this hous e is re
done that  her spirit would go away . But her bro ther has tried repeatedly to re
model the house . He ' s  never completed one thing he ' s  done . As much as he ' s  got
ten to do is paint the house , put in new windows . He ' s  never been able to t ear a 
s ingle board from the house . 

HYATT They ' ve never been able to tear a board off  the hous e? 
CUBBY Not a s ingle  one . He says that  everytime he tries to tear a board 

away it seems as though it ' s  the hardes ' thing in the world to do . He ' s had on 
one occasion to  s lip from a ladder while tryin ' to do something . He felt  that 
she possibl e shook the ladder . This is his own belief . 

HYATT That ' s what he thinks . Well that ' s  good , that ' s  a good addit ion to 
the story . 
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Ti rl s wi l l  s e r v e  t o  in t r o d u c e  t o  y o u ,  

DR . H .  ! .1 . HYATT ,  who has be en gi ven pe i'l"'li � s i on 

t o  '1o rk in the c o l o r e d  d i s tri c t  of thi s  C i t y , and 

Yrho i s  g a t h e rin g in f o rrm t i on f o r  n b o o k  on f e l l-: -

lo r e . 

b'IJV : G  

Af ter that experience on my f irst  trip to Memphis 
(see Introduction vol . l , p . XXXIII , where I forgot 
to add margin title MEMPHIS , TENN . ) , I decided to 
ob tain permiss ion from the police to work in a city . 
For this purpos e  I carried all sorts o f  l et t ers and 
documents , but the best of  them were former police 
permits . Even so , on my s econd trip s  to Memphis 
and New Orleans , I had my New York City bank obtain 
the permit through their local correspondent bank . 
Actually I remember having an interes ting chat with 
the Chief in Memphis . Though we had a work permit 
for Raleigh , N .  Car . , Edward and I decided agains t 
it . And remember all this happened before Selma . 

• 



H. M .  PAFFO R D .  Ci t y  1\a .. g e r  C .  E .  L A Y T O N ,  M a y o r  C.  0 .  PA R K E R , C l erk  a n d  Tre . .  _ 

C I T Y  O F  W A Y C R O S S  

C O M M I S S I O N E R S :  W .  A .  YA W N ,  Chief  of Pol ice  

M .  ·W . B A I L E Y  

L. B .  H A R R E L L  

j .  B .  H I N S O N  

C .  E.  L A Y T O N  

S A M  T .  W R I G H T  

M U N I C I PA L B U I L D I N G  

W AY C R O S S .  G E O R G I A  

F ebruel"f 2'!1 ,  19.39 

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN : 

H .  C .  THAC KSTON,  Chie£  F i re Der
T. H. M I LL E R , C i t y  M aroball  
F .  B .  M c D O N A L D ,  Jr. , C i ty Attoraey 
M A C K  B A R N E S ,  C i t y  R e c or d e r  

D R .  R O B E R T  WALK E R ,  C i t y Pbye ic:i• 

This will serve t o  introduc e to you, Dr . H. II. Hyatt , 

who has been given permis si on t o  work in t he colored di strict 

of this City , end who is gat hering information for e. b ook on folk-

lore . 

' /  
i.,-

/ : .{ • ..-r·--d ' .,. u . .  "1 
W .  /A. " Yawn , 
Chief of Police 
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POLI C E  D E PARTM ENT 
P. 0. BOX 11 3 9  

J .  £ .  R EGI STER 
CHI E .. 

THE CITY OF B RUNSWIC K .  GEORG I A  

Mar ch lO th , 193 9 

Thi s w i l l  intr oduce to t o  yor�. , DR . �:·.' . !f.. HYATT , 

who has been gi ve n permi s s ion to wor k amo n g  the co lor e d  

pe o p le o �  thi s  C i ty ,  an d  who i s  gathe ring informat ion on 

the e ar ly hi s tory and tr adi t i ons o� the co lor ed peo ple . 



.,IOH N E. FOY 
C O M M I S SI O N E R  OP' �OLICK 

C O M M IT T E E :  
G E O R G E  C .  H EY W A R D. J R . ,  C H A I R II4 4 N  
A .  A .  M O R R I S O N  
H .  T. H U L I N 
P, J. M c NA M A R A  
LOU I S  J .  ROOS 

TO WHOM I T  MAY C ONC ERN : 

R O B ERT M .  H ITCH 
M A Y O R  

PO LICE D E PA RTM ENT 

.Yarch 16 th 1 9 39 .. 

Dr . w .  M .. Hyat t ,  ha s  pe rmi s s i on to work amo ng the 

c o lored popula t i on of Savan nah ,  who i s  ga the r i ng i nf o rma t i on 

o n  the early hi story and tra d i t i ons of the c o l o red p e o pl e . 

J. C .  t.A ,- r; , _ 
C. H I F.' P'  OF or r •  -

J O ii ... J .  C L .O. '  
C A PT A I N  o .- � 



OFFICE OF 

CHIEF OF POLICE 
CITY OF FLORENCE 

FLORENCE, S. C. 

TO WHOM IT MAY OO NC ERN :  

Ma r ch 31 , 19 39 

Th i s  wi ll introduc e t o  you , Dr . w .  M .  Hya t t  

wh o la s  be e n  given P3 rmi s s io n  t o  work a:u. ong t he c olore d 

pe ople of th i s  C i ty ,  and who is ga th e r ing infor ma t io n  on 

the e a rly h is to ry and t ra d i ti ons of t he c o l or e d  peo ple . 
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