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The Epiftle

gut reafon isbutimplicite,Itcannotun~ -

derftand by reafon how every thing is;yet
 fwilfecfome realon thataching is {o, be-
foré Ibeleeve it to befo L will ground my

belecving of the Scripture upon reafon,

¥ willimprove my realon by Philofophy,.
How {hall we convince gain-fayers of the
truth of the Scripeures, -but by principles
of Reafon?When God made Manafter his
ownimage,How was that?But by making
him a rational creature?Men therfore that
lay afide Reafon. in the reading of facred

myfteries,do but un-man themlelves;and |

become furthe
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crsors,Hence icis.thag cheir Religion isder

involved ina Labyrinth of

generatedinto.irrationall notions,No: to-

1

fay,that. pure Bhilofog !
nity,- ;Y‘“ll h@Pbﬁ%&gﬁ par adox,  yetif any
‘ang fhaldaffism i;he would nprbe hete:
rodox,, When 7ab bad. been, along. time.
juftifying himfelfe againft God,; which. L.

 gongeiye,was, By reafon. of his ignasancy
of God,and himfcle;. Godundsmakes to

convince him ofhiscrrourby the priniz
- . plesof Natute; and. to-bring hunto the
nawledgs of hoth a4 sm}miﬁqw‘

310 A arge;.

Philefophy is trye; Divi-

" tothe Reader,

laige, Fob ;8.‘ Can any deny tHatHernfes;

®lato; Ariftorlé (though pure Naturalifts )
weré not moft.deep Divines?Do¢ notall
grant that the two fift cha.of Gez are true
Divinity? I'darealfoaffirm that they-are:
the moft deep and the trueft Philofophy;
Yea, they are the ground, and fum: of all

Divinity, and Philofophy 3" and if righcly

underftood, - will teach thee more know=
ledge of God, - and thy felfe,thenall the
booksin'the world befides, :Now forthe

bétter underftanding of them;make ufeof

moft profoundSagdivegins the author of
thefitft of the enfuing Treatifes;as the beft
Expofitor-of them :in'that'treatife of his

" thou fhalt fec’ ¢he myftery of the Deity &

Natuieunfolded even toradmirationsas:to
fee:what: thatligheand fireis which isthe
throwe ofGods Majéfty;: How he isin:the

heaven moft glorioufly, &'in the'creatures

providéntially. How heisthe life of that
univer(atl Spirit which isidiffiifed through

_ theyliole world,> What that Spirit of his

isthatmovedupon the Waters: - What
thofe: Waters are ‘which. are- above:the

- Hirmniéht,and whithare under tlie iz

Aksq Az mament,,
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- The Epifile

* mament, What that §perm and Seed-was
which God purintoall creaturesby which
they fhonld be multiplyed, The true man=
perof MansCreation;and his degerieraring

“into Marmlity , The true nature of the Gar-
den of Eden,or Paradife, Allo the reafon
why Gold,which had a:S¢ed put into it,as
wiell 25 ather creqtures, whereby it (hould
be multiplyed, doth not meltiply, What
the obftrution is, and how is may bee res
moved,that {o it biay be digeftedinto-she
bighelt pucity;arid become the tyue:Bligie;

ov Philofophers flane; ' the poffibilicy

whereof is fo-plainty illuftrated in this
boak of sandiudging, thatlerany judicis
oits/miani read ivaver without all partialicy
and prejudice, butthree or four times, and
beifhall walews cwduris be convinced of: the
wristhiaf it;and Ro¢ oy of ehis; bus of mas

By othermyiftetids asincsedible as: thisSa

that ifany one hould ash me, What oné
book did moft conduse to thenoivisdge;
of IGod and theiCagdtiire ;. Ruditbrmydtes
sies thereaf; Fihould fpegke contsary to:
my: judgmenc,if 1:(Honkd por;next to'the:
foced Wity Sandivogisa.: ;4 thial

Aaemng {peak

to the Reader.
{peak for thy encouragement, - thatthoa
fhouldf lay afide ocher frivolous bookes;
- and-buy this,and read itover;& thou wik

- (Lqueftion not)chank mee formy advices
“And as thisbooke doth in generall, 6

the fecond of thefe Treatifes doth. in.pars
ticularitluftrate the poflibilicy of Narure;

and the myferies thereof; as alfo the fia- -

tare -and_manner of the Generation,
Growth, Confervation, Life; Dreath, Rie-

newing, Tranfinucations,Separationsand .

Signatures of all naturall things,in cheex=
plication of which many rare experitents.
ands excellent. myfreries are difcovered
andfoundoue, . - o o s o

7 Todxeﬂessaddedz()hynﬁcdﬂl&wmy;

explaining - bard placesyand werds- met

stlall in obfcure Auchors;: Bai ehis, and
the other ki fperk: miove (pacbnighy it che-
cammendations' of 5 becayle it read they
will fpeak more forthem{etves thent Beag
fpealfortheni 3 onlyl was willing fov the:
Englifls harions. fakel,: whofe: - fpivits: are

" much: dedwn: forth after: knowledge, to

tranflace chém ‘invo: thei Englifh tongue;

 did not déc & to multiply books € for:
' ' there:
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The Epift.
there are too many books alteady;and the
multitude of them is the greateft caufe of
ourignorance,and in them isa’ great yani-
ty) buc to let thee fee the light of Nagure,

‘by which thou maiftjudg of: traths; .and

the better conceive of the God of Nature,

- of whom all:naturall things are fulland
~whofe.goings forth in the'way of Nature

are moft wonderfull,even to the conviéliz
on of thegreateft Atheifts, . -~ -~ 7"
CourteonsReader,thou muft excufe me for

notaffe@ing clegancies in thefe Tranflaci=

ons, for if I were skilled in them, yet the. |
matter of the books would not bear them, §

If I have fometimes ufed uncouth words, it
was becaufe the fenfe,towhich I kept me
clofe,would notproperly bear any other ;
orat leaft better-came not at the prefent
intomy mind Jf any: Errata’s have pafled
through the {lips efmy pen,or the Printers
miftake, be thou candid,and mend them, If
thiou fhalt :riov approve - of - what L haveé
dope,convincenice of:my errourby doing

 better;, for theréby thou:fhalt oblige the
gft the reft;’ thy

lovers of ciush, and amo
fw, "';E‘:» o syl

2 ‘!(i
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to God . for ableflinguponall che Sear-
- chers of dlchymie, namely the true Sons
ofHermeg, - 1. .. R
Courteows Reader, -~ -~ -~ -~ )
' 2@ Hen I confidered: with
D ny (I that many adul-
terated books, and falfe
® R eceipts ( as they call

ccrﬁrﬁbﬁd 'thtou'g’hthe fraud,and cove-
toufnefle of Impoftors,in which not fo
much as ene fpark of truth appears,

were inrequeft with the Searchers of

Naturall, ‘and myfterious Arts, by
which even.very many have been, and
ftill are decéived :-1 thought I could do

no better fervice, then to communicate

A that

¥ them ) of “Alchymifts,




- . ThePrefue.
that talent, committed tomy truftby
the Father of Lights, to the'Sons and
Heirs of Wifdome. Andtothisend,
that future ages may takenotice, that

- this fingular Philolophicall bleffing of

God hath not been denyed to fome
men, not only in former.ages sbut alfo
in this. It feemed good to me for fome
R eafons to conceal myname, whilft I
doenot feek praifeitomy felfe,, but e
deavour te beaflifling tothe loversdf
Wifdome. Therefore ] leave that vain
defire of honous to thofe that had ra-
her fcemtobee , then tobecindeedk
hat here | writeby way of teftimo-

ny to that undoubted Philofophicalt

. truth, comprehendedin fewdines have

been taken out.of thay Magsall ekperir
ence,which the moft Highhath.vouch:
fafed tomee, that they which havelaid
the principall, and reall foundasinpsiin
this commendable Ast, maybydhis

- encou

The Preface.
-entourdgeimentnot forfake the pra&ife
of thebeft:things; and fo bee fecured
from that wicked fwarm of fmoke-fel-
ders,whofe delight is to cheat. They:are
notidreams;as the ignorant: valgaricall
thetnjgeither are they foolifh invériti-
onsof idle men,as fools,and men void

of undlerftanding(who deride the Ast)

coticeive thém tobe. Itis the Philofo-

phicall truth it felfe; which asI ama
Jover ofithe truth; Tought mot ,éli!iéy' I
s_zoﬂld'ﬁot' fot fupporting and confirm-
ing thetruth: of Alchymie, undeferved-

ly cryedout againft,keepclofé;orbury

infilence. : Althougtrit may beeimuch

~ afraidinthefe times ( when vertueand -
- vice areefteemed alike Yoy reafon of the - :

unworthineffe of this: age, and itgirseis
tude;andtreachery bfimen (to fay no-
thing of the curfes of Philofophers ) to
comeforrth upbrethe. publick ftage-of
tzhe otz d could produce: witriefles

A; of




The Preface,

of this Chymicall eruth,vig. fige Au- |

thors , -according: to the unanimous
~ confentof divers honorable Ancients

info many{everall nations. : but-thofe .

things which aremanifeft by ocular ex-
. p‘e_rim'ent;riecd‘nd further proof. Many
‘men both of high,and low conditionin.
thefelaf} years paft; have to my know-
ledge feen Diana uny ailed. And al-
though there may be found fomeidle
and -ill,-"emplofyedrfel,lowcs:;" who cither
out ofenvy;or malice;or fear ofhaving
their own frauds:difcovered, cry out
that the foule may bee extracted out of

Gold, aiid withithe fpecious, - -andde- |

 ceitfull delufionof oftentation , - {ay it
- may beput:toanothct-bOdy;not'withb
oiit loffe and detriment of time,pains;

and cofts: yet let the fonnes of Hermes

knowfor. certaine, thatfuchia kind of
extradtionof fouls (asthey callthem)

whether out.of Gold, :erout afiSilver

TFhe Preface,

, (by what vulgar way of Alchymie foe--

ver ) is buta meer fancy : which thing
indeed is not beleeved by many, but at
length by experience, theonely, and
true Miltris of truth is verified ) and
that withloffe.. Onthe contrary, hee
which (ina Philofophieall way ) can

withoat any fraud and colourable de-

ceitmakeit, that itfhall really tinge

the bafeft metall,whether withgain, ox
withoutgain;with the-colour of Gold,

ot Silver.("abiding all requifite-tryalls

whatfGever) Tcanjultly averre hath the

gates of Nature operied to him; for the

enquiting into further, and higher fe-

obtain themi:Moreover, I prefént thefe

prefent Treatifes, compofed: out of

mine own experience, to;the Sennesof
Art,that whilft they are bufied with-all
their thoughtsiand: intentivenefle of
mindinfearchinginta thefecret operas
G Ay tions

crets, and with the bleffing of God'to-




) The Preface,
tions of Natuare ; they may thence
know,and cleerly underftand the truch
~of all things, and Nature it felfe : in
‘which thing alone the perfection of the
‘whole facred Philofophicall Art con-
{ifts, fo that they'go on iri the common
high-way of Nature, which fhee pre-
{foribes. intall her operatioms. Therefore
I would have the Courteous Reader
be here admonifhed, thathe underftand
my Wiritings not {o much from the
outfide of my words, as from the poffi-
bility:of Nature; left afterward he be-

waile his time pains,and cofts,all fpent - &

111 vain. Let him confider that this Art

 dsfor the wifeynot for theignorantand

that the fenfe, or meaning of Philofo-
phers isof another nature then to bee
underftood by vapouring - Tbrafoes or

Letter-learned fcoffers, or vicious a--
gainft their owne: confciences, (‘who

whilft theycamiot vife by their vertues,

- attempt

The Preface;
attempt it by their villanies, and mali:
cious detradtings from heneft men ) or
ignorant Mountebanks,who moft un-
worthily defaming the moft commen-
dable Art of Alchymie have with their

1 W hites,and R edsdecsived almaft the

whole warld. Forit is the gift of Gad;
and truly it is not to be attained to,but
by the alone faver of God, enlightning
theunder(tandingtogether w* apatient
and devout humility ( or byan oculan
demonftration from fome experienced
Meafter:) wherefore God juftly thrafts

them far from his {ecrets that are fi¥ahs

gers to him. Finally, My only requelt |

to the Sonnes of Artis this, that they
would take in good part my-endea-

vouring to deferve well of them, and

- whenthey fhall have made that which

is occult manifeft, and through the
good pleafure of God in a conftant
way of diligence fhall arrive to the

: | fonged




The. Preface.

longed forhavenof the ‘Philofophers; |

thatthey would, accordingtothecu-
ftomeof Philofophers, debarre all un.
worthy menfrom this - Art; .apd not
forgetting tolove their poor neighbor
in the feare of God ( fetting afide all
vain oftentation ) let them fing ever-
lafting praifes of thankfulnefle unto
the great and good God, for fo {peci-
all a gift and ufeit wel with-a filent and
religlousjoy— ¥

 Simplicity or pla\ihncffe is the feal of

pruth. . e ;
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-and the poffibility of nature. %nd although they were

. NEW LIGHT

ALCHYMIE

THE FIRST TREATISE.

Of Nature, what (be is, and what
- ber fearchers oughtto be.

S Any wife, and verylearned men -ma-
4 ny ages fince, yea (Hermes teftify-
£ ing the fame ) before the floud
'S wrote many things -concerning
i\ themaking the Philofophers -ftone;
&0 and have bequecathed fo many

ture fhould daily worke things cre-
dible tous, fcarce any one would beleeve it as a truth
that there were any nature atall :becaufe informerages
there were not fo many.devifers of things, neither did
our Anceftors regard any thing befides nature it felfe,

con-




9 A new Light of Alchymie; -
~ contented with the plaine way alone of nature, yet they
found out thofe things, which we now imployed about
divers thingscould not with all ourwits conceive, This
is becaufe mature, and the generation of xhings in the
worldis efteemed ofus meane, and plaines And there-
fore we bend our wits not to things knowne, and fami-
liar, but to fuch things,which notat all, or very hardly
can be done. Wherefore it happens that we are more
dexterous in devifing curious fubtilties, and fuch which
the Philofophers themfelves didnever thinke of;then to
attain o the true proceffe of nature,8 the right meaning
of Philofophers.And fuch is the difpofition of mens na-
tures, as to_neglet thofe things they know, and to
be’ altwaies feeking after other things 5 fuck alio and
much more is that of mens wits, and fancies,” to
which their nature is fubje¢ted. As for example; You
feeany Auificer, when he hath atrained tothe high-
cft perfetion of his Att,: eicher fearcheth imo other
Atts, or abufeth the fime, whiche abready hath, or
clfe leaves it off quite. So al{o is generous nature alwaies
attive and doing o its wery Tiad (4)awmoft period,and
-afcermrard ceafeth, Bor there 45 given to mature from
ahebeginning & certaine kinde of graat, or permiffion
Rilleoaeeainexo things becter; @nd ietver throughher
. whole progrefe, andite come 1o herfull reft, towards
which the verds-with all. her might,'and scjoyceth in
her end, as 4 Pifmire doth in her old age, at which
‘time nature makes her wings. Bven {0 our wits have
proceeded fofarrejcfpecially mche Phyplofophicall .Art,
- orpraxis -of the'flone; thathow. we are almoftconie 1o

ithe Thiad 4 felfe. For the At of Chynifry hhimow
Fouthd ot Yach Ribelleics; 'har aree prewer Ganbbin-
Wethad, and dhffer ay'uchiom e rcok. e Audl-

ent

Anew Light of flchywie, 3
ent Philofophers as a Clock-finith doth froma plaine

Black-fmith: And although both worke upen Iron,
yet neither underftands the others labows, although
both are mafters of their Art. If Hesmes himfelfe,the
father of Philofophers, thould now be alive, and {ubtil.
witted Geber, together with moft prafound Reimusdus
Lullius, they would notbe accounted by our Chymifts
for Philofophers, but rather far Schalars : They would
be ignarant of thofe fo- inany diftillations, fo many

circglations,fo many caleinations, and fo many other

innumerable operations of Ariifts now adayes ufed,
wh_ic_h menef this age devifed,and found out of their
writings. Thete is one onflfy thing wanting to us,that is,to
know thatwhich they effected, vi3, the Philofophers
ftone, or Phyficall Tinture, we whileft we fecke tha,
finde out other things : and unleffe the procreation of
man were fo ufuallas it is,and pature did in that thi

ftill obferve her owne law, and rules, we thauld fcarce
notbut erre. Buttoreruine to what Lirtended; Ipro-
mifed in this firft treatife to explaine Nature | left
every idle fancy thould turne us afide fromthe trueand
plaine way. Therefore I fay Nature is but one; true,
plaine, perfet,-and entire in its owne being, which'God
made from the beginning, placing his fpirit init: but
know thatthe bounds ef nature is God himfelfe, who

alfo is the originall of nature. For it is cereaine, thateve -

ry thing that is begun,ends no where but in thar,in which
it begins. I fay it is that only alone, by which God
workesall things : not that God cannet worke without
it (forcruely he himfelfe made nature, and is omnipo-
tent) but fa it pleafeth himto doe. All thing praceed
from this very nature alone ; neitheris there any thing
inthe warld wishautnature. And althoughit: happens

_ B2 " fome-




4 A new Light of Alchymie.
fometimes that there be abortives 5 this is not natures
fault; bur of the Artift,or place. This nature is divi-
ded into foure places,in which {he workesall thefe things,
which appeare to us under fhadowessfer truely things
may be {aid rather tobe thadowed out to us, then really
to appeare. Sheis changedinmale, and female, and is
likened to Mercury, becaufe fhe joynes her felfe to vari-
ous places ; and accoiding to the:goodrefle, or the bad-
nefie of the place fhebrings forth t!fxings ; although to'us
there feeme nobad places-at all in the earth. Now for
qualities there be only foure, and thefe are inall things,
but agree not, for one alwaies exceeds another., More-
over,nature is not vifible, although fheacts vifibly ; for
it is a volatile fpirit, which executes its office in bodies,
and is placed, and feated in the ‘will,and minde of God.
Wature in this place ferves us forno otherspurpofe, but
to underftand her places, which are moré{utable, and
of nearer affinity to her ; that is, to underftand how to
joyne one thing to another, dccording to- nature, that
we mixe not wood and man together,- oran oxe er any
other living creaturc, and metals together : but let every
thing a&t uponits owne like : and then for certaine na-
zure fhall performe her office. The place: of nature is
no other then, as I {aid- before, what is inthe will o
God. - T
-~ The fearchers of nature ought tobe fuch as nature hex
felfe is true, plaine,patient,conftant,8c. and that which
is chicfeftof all,: religious, fearing God, not injurious
to their neighbour. Then let them- diligently confider,
whether their purpofe be agreeable to nature; whether
it be poffible, let them learneby cleare examples, @43,
O©utof what thipgs any thing maybe made, how, and
~ inwhatveffell nature workes. For if thou wil:-deehany
SR thing

Sug

‘A new Light of Alchymie. 3
thing plainly, as nature-her felfe doth doe ir, follow
nature ; but if thowwilt attempt to doc a thing better
then nature hath done it, confiderwell in what, and by
what it is bettered,and let it alwaies be done in its owne
like. As for example, if thou defireft to exalt a me-
tall in vertue (which isour intention) further then na
ture hath done ;thoumuft take ametalline nature both
inmaleand female; or clfe thou fhal effect nothing:
For if thou doft purpofe to.make a metall out of hearbs,

thou fhalt labour in paine, as alfo thou fhalt not bring

forth wood: out ofa dog;orany otherbeaft.. _
SHS0NSEASAANSREN0NRSS
THE SECOND TREATISE: |

" of theoperation of Nature in osr intens | -
‘ ' tion, and in Sperme.. TR

7~® Said even now that nature was- true;but oney:

N

(L) by the things which are brought forth, .as:
ffsnD woods, hearbs, and the like. Lfaid alfo that
the fearcher of nature muft be true, fimple. hearted,
patient , conflant,.” giving his minde: but to" one:

N

thing alone; &c. Now we ‘muft’ begin to. treat of the: -

acting of Nature. As nature is in the:will of God,.
and God created her,or- put her uponevery imagina-.
tion ;{0 nature made her felfe a feed, (#) her will,and-
pleafurein the Elements. She indeed is .but one,. and*
yet brings. forth divers thingss but workes - nothing:
without 2 fperme. : Nature workes whagfoever. the:

irhout e R T erme.

%. every where feene, conftant,. and is knowne:

\

e
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é 4 wew Light of Alchyssie,
fperme pl'cafcth, for itis as gt were an inffrument of
fome Artificer. The fperme therefore of every thine is

better,and more advantagious to the Artificer, thenna- -

ture her felfe. For by nature without feed, you-fhall
doe as much as a Gold(mith fhall without ﬁr;,)golcill, :)r
filver, or a husbandman without-cotne, or feed. Ifthou
" baft the fperme, nature is prefently  at hand, whetheric
be to bad, or good, She workes in fperme, 2s God deth
in the frec willof man : andthat is agreat myfiérie, b

-caufe nature obeyes the fperme, not by compulfion, i

but voluntarily,evenas Godfuffers all things,which man
wills, notby conftraint, buteut of his owne fice plea-
fure :- Therefore hie gave man free will whether to bad
or togood. The fperme therefore is che Elixir of evcr;z
. thing, or Quint-eflence, or the moft perfe& decotion,or
digeftion of a thing, or the Balfome of Sulphur, which
is the fame as the Radicall moifture in metalls. There
mighe truely be made alarge difcouirle of this fperme 5
but we fhall onely keep -to that which makes for our
purpofe in the Chymicall Art. Foure Elements beoet
a fpermi through the willand pleafore of God, and
imagination of nature : for as-the fperme of man hath
its center; or veffell of itsfeede in the kidniess fo the
foure Elements by their never cesfing motion ( every
one according to its quality ) caft fortha (perme into
the Centerofthe earth, where it is digefted, and by
motion fentabroad. Nowthe Cemer of the earth is
acertaine empty place, where nothing can ‘reft. The
foure Elementsfend forth their qualitics into exccentrall
parts. of the earth, or into the circumference of the
Center, Asa man ferds forth his feed into the entranee
of the wombeof the woman's inrvhick place nothing’
of the feed remaines, bus after the wombe hath-received
: a

A new Light of Alcbymie, 7
a duc propostion, cafts outthe reft : o alfo ir comes
to pafle in the Centerof the carth, that the magnetick
vertue of the part of any place drawes to it felfcany thing
thatis convenient for uts felfe, for the bringing forth
of any thing ; the refidue is caft forth inro flones, and
other excrements, For all things have their originall
from this fountaine, meither hath any thing inthe
world any beginning 'butvel;)l.y this fountainc, As for
cxample.let chere be Tet aveflellof water uponadmooth
even table, and be placed in the middle thereof, and
round sbout Jet therebe laiddivers ahings, and divers
calours, alfo falt,2nd every one apaft: then let the
warer bepowred farth into the:middles and you fhald
fee thatwaterto tunne abroad here and chere and when
oneftreame s come tothe red celour, it 45 made red
by it, ifto the falt, it takes from it the cafie of the
falr, andffo of the reft. Forche'water doth mat change
thesplace,bur he divedfity of nhe place dbangedh thenwa-
vor. dn like ymannentheifeed, or fpamme :being' by ithe
B longh e phecs i soondrg
mnferonce,) 1 imersphrces and 2
towhematore of'::hcrplizg,g it makes thingsdf ducomesito.
& ypuse place of «earth, and witer;apre thing is made.
Whe fecd;and fesmeof alk ahings as but 2vae; and yer
itquorducaihwdiwersthingsiam is cvidentiby t e followms
example. The feed of a man isza mohle: feed; wand-vos
created,and ordained for the generation of man oncly 5
yet neverthele(s it aman doe abufe it, asis in his free
will to doe; there is bornean abortive. For if aman
contrarg toGods moft expreffe command thould couple
witha cow, or any other beaft, the beaft would prefent-
Jggogceivc the feed of the man, becaufe mature is
b one ; and then there would notbe borne @ man, but
a
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a beaft,and an Abortive ; becaufe the feed did not find 2
place futable to it felf. By fuch an inhumaite, & deteftable
copulation of men with beafts there would be brought
forth divers beafts, like untomen. For foit is , if the
fperme goes into the center, there is made that which

fhould be made there; but when it is come into any:

other place, and hath conceived, it changeth its forme
no more. Now whileft the {perme is yet in the center,
there may as eafily be brought forth a tree, as 2 merall
from the fperme, and affoon¢ an hearbe,asa ftone,and
one more pretious " then another, according to the pu-
ity of the place : But how the Elements beget a fperme
isinthe next place tobe treated of, and it is done thus :
The Elements arc foure: two.are heavyand two are
light, twodry, and two moift, but one ‘which is moft
dry, and another which is moft moift, are males,

and females &c. Every oneof thefe of it felfe is moft-

apt to produce things like unto it {elf¢ in its owne fphere,

and foit pleafed God it fhould be : Thefe foure never -

arcatreft, bue are-alwaies actingonce upon another sand
every one by it felfe fendeth forth his owne thinnefs,and
fubtlety, and theyall meet in the center: now in'the
center is the Archens , the fervant of nature, which
mixeth thofe “fpermes;. and: fends them forch, "And
howlthat is done isto befeene more fully in the Epi=
‘l°€@69fthc;.¥"§t'catifcs;. e R

Conpl

{

‘exceflive heatand cold,  Ifthou hatt eases , or any .
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THE THIRD TREATISE.

" of the triee firp rpam?qf Mesalls,

SN He firft-marter of Metalls is twofold, buf

Q the onecannot'make 2 metall without the
other. The firft and principall is the humi- .

SIWRW dity of the aire mixed with heat ; and this

the Philofophers called Mercury, which is governed

by thebeamsof the Surifie, -and Moonin the ‘Philo-

fol;]shi‘czﬂ fea: the fecond is the dry heat of the earth;

which they called Sulphur. But becauie all true Phi-

lofophers chiefly concealed this,* wee will a little

more cleerly explain it efpecially the weight o
poife,  which being unknown, all things are fpoiled:
Thenceit is, that many bring forth-'4n"abortive out
of that which is good;  for there bee fome that ‘take "
the whole body for the matter, orfeed, - or fpermes
and fome that take a piece,and all thefe go befide the
rightway. As for example;, -if any onc thould take
the foot of aman, and thehand of awoman, “and
would by mixing thefe twotogether make aman, it
were not poffibletobedone.~ For there is in every
body a Center,and a place or the point of the feed or
fperme, and isalwaies the 8200t part, yea evenin
every wheat corne;  and this cannor bee otherwife.
For not the whole corne,or body -is turned into feed,
bur only a fpark, or fome certain fmall neceffary part
inthe body, which is preferved by its body from all

fenfc
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fenfe, mark well what is here f2id, and thou fhaltbe
fafe,” and out of thesumber not only of thofe who
. are ignorant of the place of the fperm, and endeavour
to convert the whole corn into feeds. bur al(o of them
all, whoare employed inthe fruitlefle diffolution of

metalls, and are defirous o diffolve the whole of

metalls, thatafterwards by their mutuall commix-
tion they may make a new. metall. ' But thefemen,
i they confidered theprocefle of Nature, fhould fee

-~ that the cafe is far otherwife ;for there s fo- metall -

fo pure, which hath not its impurities, yet oneqmore,

or fewer thenanosher. - Bue thou, friendly: Reader, -

fhalc obferve the firft point of nature,as is abovelaid,
and thou haft enough -« but irake this caution-along
-with thee; that thou-doft not feek for this point in
the metalls of the vidgar,in which it is not, For thefe:
metalls cipecially the gold of the vulgar,are dedd but
onrs are livinggfuall of fpiric, and thele whelly muft
be'taken @' forknow,: that thelifeof metalls s fire
whilft they are yetin theirmines; and theirdeath is
the fire, v, of melting.. Now the firft marrer of
metals is a certaine humidity mixed with warm aire ,
and it refembles fat water ,. fticking to. every. thing
pure,or impure ;- but in-one place more abundantly

- then inanother, by reafon the carth is'more open,,
end porous in one place thenin another, having alfo-

an attraive power. It comes forth into. the light

fomtimes by it felf,with fome kind of covering,efpe--

sially in fuch places where there was nothing that it

. gould well fickto’; itis known thus ,, becaufeevery:
thing is compounded of 3 principles : but in reference:

te the matter of meralls is but-one, without any con-
jundtion toany thing , excepting t0 its covering or
fhadow, %, fulphur, &c. , THE
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A néw L?g_btsbfﬂcbymie. 1t
DESHEESEIHH ISR DREIEL000
THE FOURTHTREATISE.

" How Metals 4re‘g?ﬁe':rd?‘cdi.n the bowel.rof. o
: L the earth, '

Mg Etalls are brought forth in this manner?

A,

INGZIBl| After the fourc Elements have fenc forth
WEYRIN thieiryestues into thecenter of the earch,
= the Archeus by way of diftillation fends
them up unto the fuperficies of the earth, by vertue
of theheat of jts perpetuall motion: for the arth is
porous; and this wind by diftilling through the pores
of the catthy is refolved into water , out of whichall
things are made.- Therefore let the fons of wifdeme
know, that the fperm of metalls doth not differfrom
the fperm of all things,wi%, the moift vapour : there-

- fore invain do Artifts look after the reducing of me-

talls into their firft mateer, which is only a vapour,
"The Philofophers meant not fuch a firft marter, bue
only the fecond matter,as Bernardus Trevifansslear.
nedly difcufleth it, though not fo cleerly, becaufe hee
fpeaks of the foure Elements, but yet hee did fay as
much, but he {pake only tothe fonsof Arc.  But 1, |
that I might the more cleerly open the Theoric,
would have all be admonifhed here to take heed how
they give way to fo many-folutions , fo many circu-
Jations, fo many calcinations, and reiterations of the -
fame; forin vain is that fought for ina hard thing,
when as the thing is foft of it feIf , and every where
to be had, Letnot thefirft, but thefecond matter
only be fought after,vi%, that, which asfoon as it is

' | Ca con-,
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conceived, cannot be changed into another form, Bie-
if thou inquireft howa metall” may bee. reduced into.

fuch a.matter, in thar: I keep clofeto the intenic
of the P’hilbfo};ﬁers.-,This th?ng only abo{}? ;I‘l";(l)xlc]
reft Ldefire ,. -that the fons of Art would undgrftand

the {enf,and not the letter. of writings, and where-

nature doth end, 7%, in metallick bodies » Which in
oureyesfeem to beperfedt, theremuft Are begin.
Burto return'to my purpofe,(for:my intentiok is not
here tofpeak-of the ftone only ) let s now.treate of
the matter of metalls. A little before I faid, that all

e e S R

things were made ofthe liquid aire, or-the va our, |

whichthe Elements by a perpetuall motioh diftillin-
0 the bowells of the earth 5 “and then the: Archeus
of Nature takes and. fublimes it through' the pores,

and according to its difcretion diftributesi to-cvery

place (as we have declared in the forecoingt reatif;
fo from the variety of ‘places proccc:drsJ thcgvariety? 22'
thmg§. There be fome that fuppofe Saturne to have
one kind of feed, and Gold another, 4nd fo all the reft
of the metalls. “But thefe are foolifh fancies;there is
~ but one only feed,the fame is found in Saturne whick
18 in Gold, the ame in Silver whichis.in Iron; but
the place of the eatth is divers, if thou underftandeft
mearight,althouglrin Silver nature fooner hathdone
its work, tth=xn Gold, and fo of the reft. For when
that vapour.is fublimed from the center of the earth,
it pafleth through places cither cold, or hot:If there-
fore it paffeth through places that are hot, and pure,
where the fatnefle o?Sulphur fticks to the walls;. I
. fay that vapounr which the- ‘Philofophers have-called
the Mercury of Philofophers applyes it felftr, and is

joined to that fatneffe,which then it fublimes wich it
' felfy.

-
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flf;and then becomes.an untuofity,and leaving the
name of a Vapouryis called by the nameof Fatneffe;-
which afterward coming by {ublimation unto other
places,whichthe fore-going vapour hath cleanfed ,

‘where the carthis fubtill, pure, and moift, fills the

pores thereof, and is joined toit, and fo it is made
Gold;but if that fatnefle come to impure, and cold
places, it is made Lead;but if the earth bee cold. and
pure;and mixed with fulphur,it is made Copper,&c.
For by how much more a place is depurated, or clen-
fed, by-fo much the more excellent it makes the me.
talls : forwee muft know, that that vapour goes out
continually from the center to the fuperficies, and
eleanfeth thofe places through which it paffeth,
Thence it comestopafle , that now there may bee
found Mines in thefe places wherea thoufand yeers:
agoe were norie; forin its paffage it alwaies fubtili-

zeth thar which iscrude-and impure , - carrying it by

degrees withit: And thiis is the reiteration,and circi-
tion of nature; it is: {o long fublimed in-producing
new things, untill the place be very well purified; and
by how much the more it is purified, by fo much-the
nobler things it brings forth. Now:in the winter

‘whentheair is cold , binding faft the.carth, that

unétuous vapour is congealed,which afterwa?d when
the fpring returns, is mixed together with earch, and
water,and fo becomes a Magnefia, drawing to it felf
the Mercury of air, like unto it felfe;and gives:life to -
all thingsthrough the concurrence of the beams of
thg Sun,Moon and"STars;jand o it brings forthgrafs,
fowers,an¥luchlike things. For Nature-is not one
moment oftime idle. © NowMetalls are thus made,
the carth by long diftillationis purified, then. they
' Cs. 3¢
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are generated by the accefle,or coming thither of
the fatnefle - they are brought forth no other way,
as is the foolifh opinion of fome that mif-imerpret
the writings of Philofophers.. ot

20028000000 HES0002008
THE FIFTH TREATISE.

of the generation of all. kinds of
- Stemesy. i

. ST (8 -
P3H E matter of Stonesis the fame as of

other things; - andaccording to the purity -

of places they are made in this maoner.

When the four. Elements diftill their va-
pour into the center of the eanths and the Archeus of
nature fends forth the fame, and fublimes it this
whilft it paffeth through places, and the pores of the

. eaxth, takes along with it felfall the impurity of the -

earth unto the vety fuperficies , which afrerward the
air congeals (for what the purc air makes, the crude
aire.congeals,becaufe aire hath ingrefleintoaire, and
they jointhemfelves together, for nature is delighted
* innature: ) and foare made rocks, and ftony- mouns
&ains, according to greatand little pores. And by
how much the greater are the pores of the carth,. by
fo much the better is the place purified. Since there-
fore by fucha breathing place or-vent,a greater kicat ;.
and a greater quantity of water paffech, thftefore the
fooneris the earth depurated : and fo-afterward in
thofe places metallsare. more, cafily brought. f%rth.ﬁ.‘
E ven
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Evenfo very experience teftifies, that gold cannotbe
got,or found any where but in mountains, and fel-
dome or never in plain,and levell ground : for moft
commonly fuch places are moift, not with the ya~
pour, bit with Elementary water, which drawes to
it felf that vapour , and fo they embrace one another,
asthat they can'hardly be feparateds afterwards the
funof the heavens digefting them, makes that fat
clay which the Potters ufe. Butin places where there
isgroffefand , and whither the vapour -doth not
bring withit that fatnefle,or fulphir, it brings forth
herbs and graffe inMeadows. Thetebe other kind
of ftones, “which are called precious ftones , as the.
Diamond, Rubies,Emerald, and fuch like gems as
thefe, all which are generated after this manner.
When'the vapour of Nature is fublimed by it felfe’,
witheut being joined to the fatnefle of fulphur , and
tomesto apfacc‘ of pure falt water, therearemade
Diamonds; and this isin celd places, whither thar -
fatnefle cannot come. becaufe that fatnefs would hin~
der the making of thefe ftones. For wee mut know,
that the {pirit of water is fublimed eafily , and that
with a fmall heat; but oil,and fatneffe - cannot be car-
ryedupbut with a great heat, and thatalfo into hot
places;for when it is come from the center,if it meet
withany little cold, itis congealed, and isat aftand,
but the vapour afcends to its due places, and in pure

" water is congealedinto ftones by grains. But how

coloursare made ingems; wee muft know that they
are made by reafon of the fulphur in this manner : if
the fatnefle of the fulphur be congealed,then by that
perpetuall motion , the fpirit of the water paffing
shrough, it digefts and purifies it by virtue of f;llle

’ . . rﬁ:
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falt, untill it bee coloured with a digefted heate,
red o white , which colour tending toward a
further perfeion, is carryed up by that fpirit , be-
caufe it is fubtilized and made thin by {0 many reite-
rated diftillations ;_the fpirit afterward hath-a power
to enterintoimperfect things, and fo brings ina co-
lour to them, which afterward is joined te that wa-.
ter, being thendn part congealed , and fofillsup. the
poresthereof, and is fixed with xt,th_h an mfcgargblc
fixation,For all water is congealed with heat, if it be
 wvithout fpirit,8& congeled with cold,if it hath a fpirit;
but he that knows how to congca} water with hcat_,&
to joina pirit with it, fhall certainly find out a thing
more pretious then gold, and every thing elle. Let
him therefore caufe that the fpirit be feparated from
the water, that it may putrifie , and bee likea graine.
Afterwards the feces being caft away, let him reduce
and bring back the fpirit again from the deep into,
water, and make them be joined together again + for
that conjunétion will gencrate a branch-of an unlike

{hapeto its parents,

THE
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THE SIXTH TREATISE.

o | of the fecond master, and pm;'eﬁw’.‘im of
T e - things.

PNVIREE have fpoken of the fisft matter of

v ¥//3 things, and how things are produced by
¥ Nature without feed, that is,how Nature

S reccives matter from the Elements, out
of which fhe makes feed : But now we intend to treat
ofthe feed it felfe , and things gencrated of feed.
For every thing that hath feed is multiplyed in it,but
without the help of Natureitis not done:for the feed:

“is nothing elfebut the ait ‘congealedin fome body: or

it is a moift vapours” and unleflc this be refolved bya
‘warm vapour, it is of no ufe, Let therefore the fear-
«chers of the Art underfand what Seed is, left they

- feekafterathing thavisnot : and let themknow thae

thatis threefold, which is broughtforth by the foure:
Elements. Thefirftis Minerall, and is that which we!
now fpeak efithe fecond is Vegerable;the third Ani-
mall.  TheMinerall feed is known by Philofophers
alone-: ‘the Vegetableis common , and vulgar, as
we may fee in fruits: the Animalt is known by ima«
gination, * ‘The Vegetable doth thew to us,how Na-
turemade it of the four Elements.  For wee muft
know thar the winter is the caue of putrefaction, (eé-
ingic coniials the Vitall {pirits in trées's and sivhiety
thofe by the heat of the Slgn(‘in which thereis 2 mag;‘ :
f netc
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netick vettue,attraétive of al manner of moifture Jare:

refolved;then the heat of nature,ftirred up by motion
drives,or forceth the fubtill Vapourofthe water to
the circumference,and this vapour openeth.the pores
of the tree, and makes drops diftill, alwaies feparating
the pure from theimpure. Yet the pure fometimes
goeth before the impure 5 the pure- ftayes, and is.
congealed into flowers, theimpure goes into leaves,

the groffe, and thick into the batk: the barkof the-

tree remainsfaic, and firm; the leaves fall withcold,,
or heat, when the pores thereofare ftopt : the flowers.
in congealing receive their colour according to the.
heat whercby. the. colour: is made, and bring with
zhem fiuit, and feed (as an Apple, i which there is.
fperm out of which atrec is not brought forths. bue
in the infide of that fperme isa feed or kernell; out of
which even without.the fperm is broughe forth atree

for multiplication is not in the fperm,but in the fccd.-)'z:

S0 wee fee with our eyes, that Naturecreates a feed:
out of the four Elements, left-wee fhould labour inv

vain aboutit; forwhat is created already neednot 2.

Creator. Let this by.way of examplebee fufficient
for the advetifement of the Readérs. but now I re-
gurn to.my purpofe concerning the Mincralls. Nature
ereates the Mineral feed or thefeed of Metalls in the:
howels of the earth:wherefore itisnot beleeved that
there is anyfuch feed in rersm natari,becaufe it is in~
vifible: Butit is no wonder if ignorant mendoubt of
it, {eeing they. cannot perceive that whichis before:
their cys,much lefs thar whichis hid from their eyes:.
but it is mofttrue that that whichis fuperiour, is but:
as that which.is inferiour,: and fo.on the-contrarys:
Alfothat. whichis brought forth aboveis:broug }tl,
' fouth
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§orth of the fame fountaine, as that beneath in the
bowells of theearth, And what ‘prerogative fhould
Vegetables have before Metalls,thatGod fhould put
a feed into them, and without caufe withhold it from
thefee Are not Metalls of as much efteem with God
as Trees? Let this be.granted for a truth,that nothing

-grows without feed : for where there is no feed, the

thing isdead, Ttis neceffary therefore that four Eles
menzs fhould make the feed of Metalls,or bring them
forthwithout a feed : if they are preduced without
feed, then they cannot be perfect; feeing every thing
without feed is impertect, by-the rule of compofitt-

“on : hee which gives no credit to this undoubted

truth, is not worthy to fearch into the fecrets of na-
ture; forthere is nothirig made in the world, that is
deftitute of feed, Thefeed of Metalls is trucly , and
really put into them.and the generation ot it is thus.
*Fhe foure Elements in the firft operation of Nature
doe by the help of the Archeus o Nature diftill into
the center of.tEc carth-a ponderous;or heavy Vapour
‘of water, whichis the feed of Metalls, and is called
Mercury by reafon of its Ruxibillty , and its conjun-
tion with every thing, not forits effence; -and forits
internall heat itis likened to Sulphur, and after con-

calation becomesto be the radicall moifture. And
although the body of Metallsbe procreated of Mer-
cury ( ‘which ris ‘tobee underfrood of the Mercury
of Philofphers ) yet they arenotbee hearkned to,
thar think the vulgar Mercury is the feed of Metalls,
and fo take the bedy in ftead of the feed,not confide=
ring that thcvul%ar Mercury {poken of hath its own

fecd init felf, The errors, and miftakes of all thefc

men will be made appatent by the following exam-
D2 ple.
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ple. Itis manifeft that men have feed, in which they
are multiplyed + the body of man is Mercury; but
the feed is hid in the body, and in comparifonto the
body is bu little, and light - he therefore that will:
beget a man, lec him not take Mereury, which is the
body,but the feed , which isthe congealed Vapour
of water. -Soin the regeneration of Metalls, the vul-
gar Chymifts goc prepofterouily to work: They
diffolve Metallick bodies, whether it be Mercuty, or
‘Gold, or Lead, or Silver, and corrode them with
fharp waters, and other Heterogencous things. net.
requifite to the true Are, and afterward joine themy
together again, not knowing that a man is not gene~
rated of a mans body cut to picces, becaufe by this-
meansthe body is marred, and the feed. before-hand:
isdeftroyed. Every thing is multiplyedin Male and
Female, as I havealready mentioned in the Treatife
of the twofold Matrer : The divifion of the fexes cau-
feth,or produceth nothing, but a due joining of themy
together, brings forth anew forme : the feeds there~

fore,or fpermes, not bodiesare ro bee taken,. Take

therefore a living Male, and a living Female joine.
thefe together, that betwixt them there may.be con-
ceived afperm for the bringing forth of fruit afterits:

kind : There is no man living can beleeve that he can °

make the firftmatter: The firftimatter of Man js.
carth, and no than can of that make 2 man;only God
knows how to doe thig; but of the fecond matter,
whichis already made, ifit be put into its due place,
may eafily by the operation of Nature be generated
athing of that fpecies, or kind , which the feed was.
of. The Artift here need doe nothing,onely to fepa-
Yaxe the thin from the thick, and o putitinto its‘gtﬁe

. : vehicll,
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weflell. For this is to be confidered, that as a thing is
begun, foit ends : OF one are made two,oftwo one,
and then you have done. Thereis one God; of this
one God thie Son is begotten : One produceth two,
two have produced one holy Spirit proceeding from
both : fo the world is made, and fo fhall be the
end thereof. Confider the four former points moft
exatly : thou haft in themthe Father, the Father
and the Son, and laftly the holy Spirit: thou haft the
four Elements : thou haft four grear Lights, .t:wo-Cc-f
Teftiall, and two Centrall : T is is all t‘hat'ls 5 hath,
Been, ot thall beythat is made plainby this forqqamgd
fimilitude. If I might lay downall the myfteries that
micht be raifed from hence, they would afrount 0
gr&t volume. Ireturn to my purpofe,and I tell thei
urue, myfoh! one isnor madeof oné naturally , for
thus to doe s proper to-God alone : let it foffice theé:
that thou art able out of two to-make og‘e,whl_ch wil:
be profirable tothee. Knowtherefore that thefperm
doth multiply the fecond matter, and nof;hc ﬁrlf‘t :
for the firft matter of all things is not feen, but isk 13}_.
cither in nature, or in the Elements; but the fccoq 1
matter fometimes appeares to the fons of wifdome.

D; THE
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THE SEVENTHTREATISE,
of the vertue of the Jecond master.

SULT that thou maift the ‘more cafily con=
- @ BO)D ceive what this fecond matter is,I will de-
) {cribe the vertues of it by which thou maift
‘&9 knowit. And firft ofall know, that Nature
is divided into three Kingdomsstwo of them are fuch
that either of them can fubfift of it felf; - if the other
‘two werenot; there is theMinerall, Vegetable , and
Animall Kingdom.The Minerall can fubfift of it felf]
although there were no man in the'world,nor tree,or
heib. The Vegetable likewife, although there were
0o Metall,nor Animall,can ftand by.it {elf: thefe two
areof one madeby one : But the third hath life from
the other two which wee have mentioned, without
which it could not fubfift, and is more noble and ex~
cellentthen thofetwo,as alfo it is the laft of the three,
and rules over the other : becaufe alwaies vertue, or
excellency ends in a third thing, and is multiplyed in

- the fecond.Doft thou fee in'the Vegetable Kingdome
“The firt matter isan herb,, ora tree, which thou
knoweft not how to make,Natore alone makes it: In
this Kingdom the fecond matter is Seed, which thou
feeft, in this the hearb, or the tree is multiplyed. In
the Animall Kingdome the firft matter is a beaft, or
a man,which thou knoweft not how to make;but the
fecond matter or the fperm, in which they are multi-

ply-
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plyed, thou knoweft. In the Minerall thou knowest
not how to make 2 Metall, and ifthou braggeft that
thoucanft thou att  foole,and alyar,Nature makes

. that, and although thou fhouldft have the firft mat-

ter, according to the Philofophers, yet it would bee
impoffible for thee to multiply that Centrall fale
without Gold:Now thefeed of Meralls is known on-
ly to the fons of Art. In Vegetables the feed appears
outwardlys the reins ofits digeftionis warm aire. In
Animalls.the feed appears inwardly;and outwardly;
the reins of its digeftion are the reins.of a Male, Wa-
ter in Mineralls is the feed in the Center of their
heart;and: istheir life:the reins of its digeftion is fire.
The receptacle of the: Vegetable feed is:the earth:.
the receptatle of the feed Animal is the:-womb of the:
female : the receptacle of water,which is the Minerall :
feed, is.aire. And thofe are the receptacles of-feeds .
which aic thic congealirions of thieir bodies = that is.
their digeftion, whichis their folution : that is:their
putrefadtion which is cheir deftruétion. The vertue -
of every feed is to join it felf to every thing inits own..
Kingdome, becaude it is fubtill, and'is nothing:elfe-
but aire, which by fatnefle is congealed in water: Itis s
¥nownrthus,; becaufeit-doth not mixeit {elf naturally:
toany thing out-of its own Kingdome : it is. not: dif--
folved, but congealed , becaufe it doth not need dif= -
folution, but congealation. Itis- neceffary therefore -
that the pores of the body-be opened,that the fperme -
may-be fent forth, in whofe-Center the feed Iyes!; .
whiclvis aire : that-when it comes into.its due matrix, |
is congealed, and congeals wha it finds pure; or ims»
pure mixed with what is pure.. Aslong as the: feed is-
wthebody,the body lives , . whenitis.all gonfumfi:
. ches
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confumed the body dies s alfoall bodies after the e.
miffion of feed are weakned:experience likewile tefti=
fies that men which give themfelves over too much
to venery become feeble, as trees;that bear too much
fruit, become afterwards barren. The feed therefore,
as oftentimes hath been repeated, is2 thing invifi-
ble, but the fperme is vifible, and is almoft a living
foule; itisnot found in things that are dead + Itis
drawn forth two wayes, pleafantly, and by force :
But becaufe wee are in this place to treat of the ver-,
te of itonely , Ifay that nothing is made without
feed : all things are made by vertue of feed : and
let the fons of Art know, that feed is in vain fought
for intrees that are cut off, or cut down,becaufe it is
found in them only thatare green.

SRS S RS oS e S Ss
THE EIGHTH TREATISE,

Howby Art Nature works in Seed,

p L. L feed is nothing worth of it felf, ifit

! be not cither by Art, or Nature put in-
¥ to its proper matrix. And although
feed be of it felf more noble thenevery
BSe8h<8ll crearure, yet the matrixis the life of ir,
& makes the fperm,or corn to putrefie;and caufetha
congealation of the pure point, and alfo by the heac
of its body nourifheth it, and makes it grow-and this
is done in all the forefaid Kingdomes of Nature;and

is done naturally by months, years, and ages. I;uc
that
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that is a witty Are, that can fhorten any thing in the
Minerall, and Vegetable Kingdome, )l;ut :gtlinn ttil::
Animall : in the” Minerall Kingdome it perfeéts
that, which Nature could not, by reafon of the
crude air, which with its vehemency filled the potes
ofevery body; not onely in the bowells, but alfo in
the fuperficies of the earth. AsIhave already faid
inthe foregoing Chapters. Butthat this may bec
the more eafily underftood, Iwill adde hex‘cznto
that the Elements ftriving amongft themfelves fend
forth their feed into the Center of the earth; as into
their reins; but the Center by help of motion fends
irinto its Matrix. Now the Matrixes ateinnume-
rable, as many Matrixes, as places , one éi}rcr then
other, and fo almoft iz infinitum. Know therefore;

thata pure Matrix will afford a pure conception in .

itsown likeneffe: As for example, in Animall

are Matrixes of Women, ,cmsx? Mares, Bistf:[l]xi;e
andthe like. ~ So in the Minerall, and Vegetable
Kingdomes, thereare Metalls, Stones, Salts.for the
Salts in thefe two Kingdomes.are to bee confidered
of; asalfo their places, according tomore or leffe,

- _THE
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INTH TREATISE.

of the Commixtionof Metalls, or the
" drawing forth their fetd.

8 F have fpoken of Nature, of Arg,of the
Body, of Sperm, and of Seed, now let
8 s defrend to Praxis, vig, how Metalls
& ought tobe mixed together , and what
P OPY (heir correlpondency ,. OF agreementis
" onewithanother. Know therefore thar a Woman
doith siot vary from a Man; bothare bred of the fame
Séed, and in one Maurix , there was nothing befides
digeftion, and that the Matrix had in it purer
bloud, and fale:  fo Silver i§ made of the ‘fame Seed
as. Gold is, and in the fame Matrix, but the Matrix
had more watet init then digefted blood,. according
to the feafon of the Moon inthe heavens. But thar
thou maift the more eafily imagine with thy felfhow
Metalls couple together, that their Seed may be fent
forth,and receiveds behold and fee the heavens , and
“the fpheres of the Planets : thoufecft that Saturne
is placed thic uppermoftor higheft, nextto that Zupi-
#¢ry then Mars, then Sol,0t _thc,Sun,.tbcn Venus. then
Mercury, and laft of all Luza, or the Moon. Confider
al(o that thevertues of the Plancrs. doe not afcend,
but defcend -Experience teachetlvas much; wi%, that
of Fenus, or Copperis fnot made Mars, or Iron, blltL
T of
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of Marsis made Penus, asbeing an inferiour fphere ¢
Soalfo Inpiter, or Tin is eafily changed into cMernry
or Quick-filver, becaufe Inpiter is the fecond from
the firmament , and Mercury the fecond from the
carth : Saturneis the firfk fiom the heavens,and Lawe
¢he firft from the carth » Sol mixethit felf with all,
but is never bettered by its inferiors.  Now know
that there is 2 great agreement betwixt Sazarne, or
Lead, and Luza, ox Silver,in midft of which the Sua
is placedzas alfo berwixt Inpiter and Mercuryin midft
of which el is alfo placed : and in the fame manner
betwixt Mars and Venws, which alfo have Sof placed

 in the midft of them. Chymifts know how to change

Tron into Copper without Gold : they know alfo to
make Quick-filverout of Tin : and there are fome
that make Silver out of Lead : But if they knew by
thefe mutations to give or minifter to them the nature
of Gold,they would certainly find out a thing more
pretious then any treafure. Wherefore I fay we muft
not bee ignorant what Metalls are to bejoiied to .
cach other,whofe nature is agresbleone to the others.
Moreover thereis granted tous one Metall ,; ‘'which
hatha power to confume the reft, forit is almoft as
their water,& mother: yetthere is one thing,and that
alone, the radicall moifture, viX, of the Sunne, and
Moon that withftands it, and is bettered byit; but
that Lmay difclofe it to you, it is called Chalybs, or
Steel. If Gold coupleseleven times withit, it fends
forth its feed, and is debilirated almoft unto death
the Chalybs conceives,and bears a fon, more excel-
lent then his facher - then when the Seed of that
which is now brought forthis put intoits own Ma-

* trix, it pusifiesit, and makes it a thoufand times

Ea more
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more fit, and apt to bring forth the beft, and mogt
excellent frpits. There is another Chalybs, which
is like to this, created byit felfe of Nature, which
knows bow to draw forth by vertue of the fun beams
(througha wonderfill power, and vertue) thar
which fo many mer. have fought after, and is the
beginning of our work. - )
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THE TENTH TREATISE.

Of the * Supernaturall Gemeration of
the Son of the San. N

E E have treated of things , which Nature -
makes; and which God hath made; ‘that the

Searchers of Art might the more eafily un-
deiftand the poffibiliy of Nature. But to delayno
longer, :I will now enterupon the Manner , and Art

how to make the Philofophers ftone. The Philofo~

phers ftone,or tin€ture is nothing elfe, but Gold di-
zefted to the higheft degree : For vulgar Gold is
ike anherb without feed, when it is ripe it brings
forth feed; fo Gold when itis ripe yeelds feed, or
tin¢ture.Bur, will fome ask,Why doth not Gold,or
any other Merall bring forch feed? the reafon given

is this, becaufe it.cannot bee ripe; by reafon of the

crudity of theaify it hath not fufficient heat , and it
happens , that in fome places there s found pure
Gokd, which nature would have pesfeced’, but was

: hindred
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hindred by the crude aire. As for example, wee fee
that Orenge treesin Polesia doe indeed flourithas
other treess in Italie, and elfewhere, where their na-
turall foil is, they yeeld, and bring forth fruit,becaufe.
they have fufficient heat; but in thefe cold places they
doe otherwife, for when they begin to ripen, they are
ara ftand, becaute they are opprefled with cold; and
fo inthefe places we never have their fruit naturally :
butif at any time Nature :be {weetly, and wittily
helped, then Arc may perfe@. that , which Nature
could not. The fame happens in Metalls: Gold may
yeeld fruit, and feed,in whichit multiplyesit felf by
the induiftry of the skilfull Artificer, who knows how
to exale Nature,but if he will attempt to do it with-
out Natute, he will be miftaken. For not only in this
art, but alfo inevery thing elfe, we can doc nothing
but help Nature; and this by no other medium then
fire;or heat, But fecing this cannot be done,fince in
acongealed Metallick body there appear no {pirits,it
is neceflary that the body be loofed,or diffotved, and
the pores thercof opened , whereby Nature ma
work. But what that diffolution ought tobe , here.
would have the Reader take notice , that there is a
twofold diffolution, although there be many other:
diffolutions, but te little purpofes there is onely ore
thatis truely naturall, the other is violent , under
which all the reftare comprehended. The naturall is
this, that the pores of the bedy bee opened in our
water, whereby the {eed, thatis digefted, may bee
fent forth, and put into its pro;;lcr Matrix - Now our
wareris heavenly,not wetting the hands , not vulgar,
but almoft rain water : The body is-gold, which
yeelds feed; our Luneor -Si.lvcEq (not common Silver)

_ 3 5
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" is that whlch receives the féed of the gold:afterwards

itis governed by our continual fire,for feven months,
and fometimes ten, untill our water confume threq s
and leave one; and that iz duplo,or a-double. Then it
is nourifhed with the milk of the carth,or the fatneffe
thereof,which is bred in the bowells of the earth,and
is governed, or preferved from putrefadtion by the
falt of Nature. And thus the intant of the fecond
generation is generated. Now let us pafle from the
“Theorie to the Praxis. :

AR A e A
THE ELEVENTH TREATISE.

of the Praxis,andmaking of the -
Stone, or Tiniture by
Are, . N

8§ Hrough all thefe foregoing Chapters,” our
difcourfe ofthings hath been fcatrered by
way of examples, that the Praxis might
A . be-the more eafily underftood,which muft
be done by imirating Nature after this manner
Take of our earth, through cleven degrees, cleven
graines,of our Gold,and not of the vulgar one grain,
of our Lune, not the vulgar, two grains:but be thou
well advifed,that thou takeft not common Gold,and
Silver, for thefe are dead, take ours which are living:
then pur them into our fire, and let there be- made of
them a dry liquor;firft of all the earth wil be refolved
into water, which iscalled the Mercury of Phdc!)]fo-
phers
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phers; and that water fhall refolve thofe bodies of
Gold,and Silver,and fhal confume them fo,that there
fhall remain but the tenth part with one part;and thig
fhall be the radicall moifture of Metalls, Then take
water of falt-nitre, which comes from ourearth, in
which there is a river ofliving water, if they diggeft
the pit knee deep,therefore take warer out of thar,but
take that, whichis clecr, upon this put that radicall
moifture; and fet it over the fire of utrefadtion,and
generation,not on fueh a one as thoy didft inthe firf
operation : govern all things with a greatdeale of
difcretion, untill colours appear like a Peacocks
tail; govern it by digefting it, and benot weary, un-
till thefe colours be ended, and there appear through-
out the- whole one green colonr > and (o of the reft;
and when thou fhal fee in the bottome afhes of a fie-
1y colour, and the water almoftred, open the veflel,
dip ina pen,and fineare fome Iron with it, if it tinge,
have in readineffe that water, which afterwards T fhall
fpeak of,and put in fo.much’of thar water as the cold
aire was, which went in, boil jt again with the former
fire, untillit tinge again. So far reached my- experi-
ence, I can doe nomore, I found out no more.Now
that water muft be the menftruum of the world,out
of the fphere of the Moon, fo often rectified. , untill
It cancalcine Gold : I have been willing here to:
difcover to theeall things ; . and if thou flal under-
ftand my meanin fometimes, and not the letter, T
have revealed all things; efpecially inthe firft, and
fecond work. Now it remains that we {peak next of
the fire. The firft fire, or of the firft operation isa fire
of on¢ degree, continuall,which goes round the mat.
te; the fecond is.a natucall fire, which cligc.(tszi_i :mtc!i1
- Hxeth
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berounds but in the fecond a glaffe, alirtle leffe

brevities fake ufe a conple : the matteris one, but

of two fubftances.  If therefore thou wilt give thy

proper to God alone, butto make things,that-are

perceived, bu lye hid inthe fhadow, 10 afptar , and -

o take from them their vaile, is granted to an in

ligent Philofopherby Godt rough Nature. Confi-
der,I befeech thec, the fimple water of a cloud : who
would ever beleevi that that contains in it felfe all
things in theworld, kard Stones, Salts, Aire,Earth,
Fire, whenas yetof it elfe it feerns to be fimple #
rth, which contaids n it
Water, Fire, Salts, Aire,and of it felf feems tobe
but meerearth?O wonderfull Nature, which knows
how to produce wonderfull fruits out of Witerinthe
carth, and from the Aire to give them life, All thefe

What fhall 1 {ay ofthe E

aredone , and the eyes of the vulgar doe not

. them; but the eyes of the underftanding , and imagi-
nation perceive them, and that witha true fight. The

Gixeth the matter : Ttell thee truely that Thave oper-
ed to thee the governance, or rules of the fire,if thou -
underftandéft Nature = The veflell remains yet to
be fpokenof.  Itmuft be the veffel of Nature,and
two are fufficient; the veflell of the firft work muft

unto aviall,or anegge. Butin all thefe know , that
che fire of Nature is but one , and if it works.vati-
oufly, it is by reafon of the difference of places. The
yeflell thercfore of Natureis but one ;. but wee

mifid to make things, confider firft things thatare al-
ready made; if thoucanft not reach, orunderftand .
things prefented to thy eyes, much lefle things that
are tobe made:; -and which thou defireft tomake,
For know that theucant create nothing; for thatis
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eyes of the wife look upon Nature otherwife, then
the eyes of common men. As forexample, the eyes
of the vulgar fee that the funis hot; but the eyes

of Philofophers onthe contrary {ee it rathertobee

cold, but its motion to be hot. “The adts and effeCts

ofit are underftood throngh the diftance of places.
The fire ot Nature is one and the fame withit: foras,
the Sun is the Center amongft the fpheres of the
Planets; and out of this Center of the heaven it
{cattersits heat downward by its motion; fo in the
Center of the earthis the fun of the earth, which by
its perpetuall motion fendsits heat, or beams up-
ward to the fuperficies of the carth. ~‘Thar intrinfe-
calt heat is far more efficacious then this Elementary
* fire, but itisallayed with an Earthy watet, which
 from day to day doth .penctrate the pores of the
carth, and coolesit : 50 the Aire doth temper,
and mitigate the heavenly Sun,and its heat., for this
aire doth day after day fly round the world : andun-
leffe this were fo, allthings would be confumed by
fogreara heat , neither would any thing be brought
forth. Foras that invifible fire, orCentrall heat
would confumeall things, if the water coming be-
twixt did not prevent its{o the heat of the Sun would
deftroy all chings; if the Aire did not come betwixt.
But how thefe Elements work one with another, I
will briefly declare. In the Center of the casth is
the Gentgall Sun, which by its own motion, Of ofits
firmament doth-givea great heat , which extends it
fclf evento the fuperficies of t s ]
caufeth aire after this manner. The Matrix of aire
is water, which bringeth forch fons of its own na~

ture, but unlike , and far more fubill then it fclffc :
E oL
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for where the wateris denyed entrance, the aire en-
ters: whentherefore that Centrall heat, whichis
perpetuall ,doth a&, it makes water diftill,and be hea-
ted, and o that water by reafon of the heat is turned
intoaire, upon this account it bresks forth ta the
fuperficies of theearth,, becanfe it will not fuffer ic
felf to be thur in: then whenitis cold, itis refolved
into water. In the tean time it happensalfo thatin
oppofite places not only air but water gassout; fo
you feeitis, when black cloudsare by wielence cara
ryed up into theaire : for which thing take this as
familiarexample. Make water hot in 2 pot, amd
thou fhalt lee that a foft fire caufeth gentle vapours ,
and winds; but a ftrong fire maketh thick clouds ap-
Eeear. Juft in the fame manner doth the Centralt
at worke; it lifts up the fubtill water intor aire,thae
whichis thick by reafonof its flt or fatnefle, it di-
fributes tothe earth, by meanesof which divers
things are generated, that which remaines becomes:
ftones,and rocks. But fome may object,if it were fo,

i would be done conftantly, but oftentimes there io
no.wind at all perceived.

Tanfiver, if water be not

poured violently into a diftillacory veffell , thereis

made no wind, for little water ftirs up but little wind:
you fee that thunders are not alwajes made,although
there- be rain, and wind 5 but only when by force of
the airethe fwelling wateris carried to the fphere of
the fire, for fire willnot indure water, Thou haft be-
fore thine eyesan example, when thou poureft cold
water intoa hot furnace, from whence a thundering,
soife israifed, Butwhy the water doth not enter
uniformly into thofe places, and cavities, the reafon
. 38, becanfe thefe forts of veffells,and places are ma-

ny s
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nys aod{ometimes one cavity by blafts , or winds:
drives away from it felf water forfome dayes, and
months, untill there be a repercuffion of the water a-
gain :  Aswee fecinthefea, whofe waves are mo-
ved and carryed a thoufand miles,before they find,or
maet witha  repercuffion to make them return back;
buttoreturnto our purpofe. I fay that Fite, or

"Heat s the csufe of the motion of the Aire, and the

lifeof all things; and the Earth is the Nurfe of all
thefethings, or their receptacle. But if there were
not Water to coole our Earth, and Aire, then the
Earth would be dryed, for thefe two reafons, vig,
by reafon of the Motion of the Centrall S_un , and
heat of the Celeftiall : Neverchelefle it happens
fometimes in fome places, when the pores of the
earth are obftructed, that.the humidity,orwater can-
not penetrare, thaethenby reafon of the correfpon-
dency of the Celeftiall, and Centrall Sun ( for they
have a magnetick vertue berwixt themfelves ) the
earth is inflamed by the Sun: fo that even fometimes
there are made great chops, or fufrowsin the earth.
Canufe therefore that there be fuch an operation in
our earth, that the Centrall heat may change the

Waterinto Aire, that it may goe forth into the

plaines of the world, and fcacter the refidue , as I
{aid,through the pores of the earth; and then contra- -

- riwife the Aire will be turned into Water , far more

fubtill then the firft Water was : and this isdone
thus, if thougiveft our old man Gold,or Silver to
fivallow, that he may confume them, and then hee
alfo dying maybe burnt, and his afhes fcattered into
watet, and thou boil that water untill it be enough,
and thou. fhalt have amedicine to cure the lepi%-

Fa ie,
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fic. Mark, and be fure tht thou takeft not cold for
hot, o hot for cold, butmixe natures with natures,
and if there be any thing thar is contrary to nature
(for Nature alone is neceffary for thee ) feparate it,
that Nature may be like Nature. Doethis by fire,
and not with thy hand = and know thatif thoudoft
ot follow Nature,all isin vain: and here I have fpo-
ken to thee through the help of God , what a father
fhould fpeak to his fon; Hee which hath ears let him
heare, and he which hath his fenfes, let him fet his
mind upon what 1{ay..
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HE TWELFTH TREATISE:

Of the Stone, and itsvertne:

29N the foregoirg Treatifcs it hath been-

) fufficiently - fpeken concerning: the-pro-
N\ dution of Naturall things , concerning
G se-0) the Elements, the Firft matter, and Se-
cond marter, Bodies, Seeds, and concerning the
Difeand Vertue ofthem- : T wrote alfo the Praxjs
of making the Philofophers Stone. Now I will
difcover {o much of the vertue of it, as Nature hath
granted to me, and experience taught me..  But to
comprehend- the argument of -all“thefe - Treatifes
bricfly,and in few words,that the Reader which fears
God may. underftand my mind and meaning , the
thing is this. ~ Ifany man doubt of the truthof the
Aurt, let him read the voluminous writings of anci-

ent.
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cient Philofophers, verified by reafen; and experi-
ence; whom wee-may defervedly give credit to in
their own Art: butif any will not give credit to
them, then we knownot how to difpute with them,
as denying principfes. - for deaf, and dumbe men
cannot fpeak.. What prerogative fhould all things
in this world have before Metalls 7 Why fhould
thefe alone by having feed withour caufe denyed to
them, be excluded from Gods univerfall bleffing of
multiptication, which holy writ affirms was putin,
and beftowed on all created things prefently:after the
woild was mader Nowif they have Seed, who isfo
Yortith to think that they cannot bee multiplyed in
their Seed? The Art of Alchymicin its kind is
true, Nature alfo is true, but the Artificeris feldome
true : thereisone Nature, one Art, but many Ar-
tificers. Wow what things Nature makes out of
the Elements , fhe generates them by the will of
God out of ‘the firft matter; which God cnely
knowes ¢ Nature makes- and multiplies thofe
things of the fecond matter, which the Philofo--
phers know. Nothing isdone inthe:world without
the pleafure -of God,and Natures Every:Element
is inits own fphere; butone cannot be-without. the
other 5 one lives by vertue of - the other, . and
yet being joined together they-doe: notagree; buc -
Water is of -more wotth: then all the -Elements,be-
caufe it:is the mother of all - things-: upon this
fivims the {pitit of Fire.. By reafonof Fire Water is
the firft matdr, vi%, by the ftriving together of
Fire,and Water, and 10 are generated Winds, and,
Vapours apt, and cafy to bee congealed with the
carth, by the help ofthe crude aire,which from the .

a2~ begias: -
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beginning was feparated from it. And this is done
without ceffarion, by a perpetuall morion; becaufe
fire, or hear is ftirred up no otherwile then by mo-
tion, which thing you may eafily conceive by 2
Smith filing Tron, which through .vehement mo-
tionwaxeth hot in that manner, asif it were heated
in the Fire. Motiontherefore caufeth heat, heat
movesthe water, the motion ofthe water caufeth
aire, the life of all living things. Things therefore
grow after this manner (as1 faid before ) v4%, out
of water; for out of the fubtill Vapour ofit, fubtil
and light things proceed; outof the oylineffe ofir,
things that are heavy, and of greater prices but off
the falt things far moreexcellent then the former.
Now becanfe Nature is fometimes hindred, that
it cannot produce pure things ; feeing the Vapour,
Fatneffe, and Salt are fouled or ftained , and mixe
themfelves with the places of the earth: Moreover,
experience teachethus tofeparate the pute from the
impute. Thereforeif thou wilc have Nature be bet-
tered, or mended in her actings , diffolve whatbody
youpleafe, and that which was added or joined to
Nature, as heterogencous, feparate, cleanfe, joine
pure things with pure, ripe to ripe, crude to crude,
according to the poife of Nature, and not of Mat~
ter. And know that the Centrall fale Nitre doth
not receive more of the Earth then ithath need of,
whether it be pureor impure : but the farnefle ofthe
water is otherwife,for it is never to be had pures art
putificsit by atwofold heat,and then Eonjoins it.
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RS RINANNSS
| THE

EPILOGUE, or CONCLUSION
' OF THESE

| TWELVE TRE ATISES.

FRIEWDLY READER,

gstn Wrote the Twelve foregoing Treatifes,
in love tothe fonnesof Art, that before
they fer their hand to the worke they
Wgaeo may know the operation of  Nature,
i how fhe produceth things by her working; left
they fhould attempt to enter in at the gate without
keyks, octo draw water ina fieve : for he Iaboyreth
in vain, that putteth forth his handsto labour with-
out the knowledge of Nature , in this facred and
mofttrue Art,he lies in nocturnal darkneffe to whom
the fun doth not fhine,and be is in thick darknefle, to
whom after it is night the Moan dothnot appeare.
Nature hath her proper light, whichis not obvious
t0 our cyes;the fhadow of Nature isa body before
ourcyes : but if the light of Nature doth enlighten
any one, prcfcntly the cloud is taken away from be-
fore his eyes, and without any lethe can behold the
point of our Joadftone, anfwering to each Center of
the bsams, %%« of the Sun and Eaxth : for fo ?r:;

o
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doth the light of Nature penetrate , and difcovers

inward things; of which thing take-this for an exam-
le. Let a boythatds twelve yeares old , and a girle
of the fame age, be cloathed with garments of the
fame fafhion, and be {et one by the other, no body
can know which is the male , orwhich is the female;
our éyes canno penetrate {o far, therefore :our-fight
deceiveth us, and takes falfe things for true : Bue
when their garments are taken off, and they are
* naked, that foit may appear what Nature made
them ; they -are eafily diftinguifhed by their fexes.
Juft after the fame manner doth our intelleét makea
fhadow of the fhadow of Nature, forthe naked bo-
dy of Man is the fhadow.of the feed of Nature: As
therefore mans body is covered witha garment , {0

alfo-maris nature'is covered with the body , which'

God referves tohimfelf to cover,or uncover.I could
here difcourfe largely,and Philofophically of the dig-
nity of Man, his Creation and Generation :but fee-
ing they are impertinent to this place , I will paffe
then over in filence; only I will treat a little con-
cerning the LifeofMan. Man was created of the
Earth, andlives by ~vertueof the Aire; for there is
inthe Airea fecret food oflife , which in the night
wee call dew; and in the day rarified water , whofe
invifible, congealed fpirit is better then the'whole
Earth.-O holy, and wonderfull Nature, who

doft not fuffer the fons of Wifdome to erre,as thou

doft manifeftinthe life of man daily! Moreoverin
thefe twelve Treatifes I have produced fo ma-
ny naturall reafons, that he-which is defirous of the
arr, and feares God,may the more eafity underftand
all things, which throngh Gods bleffing, with my

€yes
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eyes 1 have feen, with mine own hands - bave made
swithour any deceit of fophiftication : for without the
light , and knowledge of Nature, it isimpoffible
roartain to this Arc, unleffe it come to any by
Gods fpeciall revelation, or fome fpeciall friend dogh
privately fhewit.Itis a thing of little account . yet
moft pretious, which being divers times defctibed, I
doe now again repeat. Take 10 parts of aire, I part
of living gold, or living filver ; put all thefc into
thy veflell; boyle this aire firft untill it be wateryand
then nowater. If thou are ignorant of this, and
Kknowt not how to boyl aire;without all doubt thou
fhalcerre s fecing this is the matter of the ancient
Philofophers. For thou muft take that, which is,
and is not feen, untill it be the Artificers pleafure ; it
i the water of our dew, out of which is extracted the
Sale Petre of Philofophers, by which all things
grow, and arenourithed ¢ the matrix of it is the
Center of the Sun, and Moon, both celeftiall, and
terreftiall : and to fpeak more plainly,it is our Load-
{tone, whichin the foregoing Treatifes I called Cha-
lybs, or Steel: The Aire generates this Load-ftone,
and the Loadftone generates, or makesour Air 10 ap-
pear,and come forth.I have here entirely fhewed thee
thetruth; Begge of God that hee would profpet
thine undertakings : And fo inthis place thou fhale
have the true, and tight explication of H ermes,when
he faith,that the facher of it is the Sun,and its 1not!3cr
the Moon, and that which the wind carryed In its
belly, vi. Sal Alkalijwhichthe Philofophers have
called Sal Armeniacars,and vegetable,hid inthe belly
of the Magnefia. The operation of it s this, t0 dif-
folvethe congealed aire, ia which thou fhall d'ﬂbl‘l’f

the
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the tenthpart of Gold; feale this up, and work with
our fire, untill the air be turned into powderss and
there appea (the falt of the world being firft he,xd)di-
verscolours.  Twould have fer down the whole pro-
cefle inthefe Trearifes; but becaufe that 'together
with the multiplication , is fufficiently fc’t down in
the books of Lullius , and otherold Philofophers
it therefore fufficed me totreat only of the firft, and
fecond matter 5 which is done faichfully, neither do

- .thou ever think that any man livinghath done it more

cleerly,then Thave done its fince 1 have done
out oflt many books. but by the lsbour of my hatn?i’:f
and mine own expericnce, .If :gherefore thou doft
notunderfland,” orbeleeve thetrush, doe siot blame
me, butthy felf 5 and perfwade thy felfe that God

was unwilling to reveal this fecret to thee : . Be there- -

fore carneft with him; by prayer , - and, with -ferious
meditation read over this bookiofientimes elpecially
the Epilogue of thefe. twelve Treatifes : alwaies cor-
fidering the poffibility of Nature, and the acions of
the Elements, and which of them is the chiefeft in
thofe aéhol}s,,,, and efpecially in the rarefaftion of
watet, or airg,, for {0.the heavens.are created, as alfp
the whole world. This I was willing to ,ﬁgniﬁe
tothee, as a father tohis fon.. Doe ot wonder
that I have wrote fo many Treatifes , for I did not
make them for my own {ake, feeing Ilack not books

but that I might advertife many,  that work in fruir.

lefle things, that they fhould not fpend their cofts .

invain, Allthingsindeed might have been compre-

hendedin few lines, yea in few words : but I was. .

willing to guide thee to the knowledge of Nature b
Reafons, and Examples; thatthoy '?nightcﬂ in ch

firfk
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firft place know, what the thing'is thou feckeft after;
whether the firft, or {econd matter , - alfo that thou
mightefthave Nature,her light,& fhadow difcovered
to thee.Be not difpleafed if thow meeteft fometimes
with'contraditions in my Treatifes , it being the
cuftome of Philofophers to ule thems thou haft
need of them , if thou underftandeft them ,_ thou
fhalt not find a rofe without prickles, Weigh dili-
gently-whatThave {aid before, ©i%, ~ how four Ele=
ments diftill into the Center of the eartha radicall
moifture, and how the Centrall Sun of the earth,by
its motion bringeth it forth, and fublimethit tothe
fuperficies of thecarth, Ihave faid alio that the Ce!
leftiall Sun hath a correfpondericy withy the Centiaff
Sun : forthe Celeftiall Sun,and the Moon have'd
peculiar power, and vertue of diftilling into the earth
by vertue of their beams : for heat s eafily joinedto
heat,and faltto (alt. :Andas the Centrall Sun hath
its fea, and crude water,that is perceptible; {othe
Celeftiall Sun hathits fea , and fubtill water that is
not perceptible. In the fuperficies ‘the beams of the
one, are joined t0 the beams of the other, and pro-

" duce flowers, and all things. Therefore when there is
raine made, it receives from the aire that power of
life, and joins it with the falt-nitre-of'the earth (b«
caufe the fale-nitre of the earthis like calcined Tar-
tar, drawingto it felt by reafon of its dryneffe the
aire, whichin it is refolved into water: fuch attradive:
power hath the falt-nitre of the earth, which alfo was
aire, and. isjoined tothe fatnefle of the earth ) and
by how much the more abundantly the beams ofthe
Sunbeat uponitthe greater quantity- of falt-nitre is
made, and by corifequence the greater plenty of

Ga2 ’ Corne
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Corn grows,and is increafed, and this is done daily.
Thus much I thought good to fignifie to the igno~
rant of the correfpondency, or agreement of things:
amongft themfelves, and the efficacy of the Sun,and
Moon, and Stars; for the wife need not this inftru-

¢&ion. Our fubject is prefented tothe eyes of the’

wholeworld, and it is not known. Q our Heaven!.
©O our Water! O our Mercury! O our Salt-nitre a-
biding in the fea of the world! O our Vegetable! O:
our Sulphur fixed, and volatill! © our Capur Mor-
twsm, or dead head, or fecesof our Sea! Qur Wa-
ter that wets not our hands, without which no mor-
tall can live, and without which nothing grows,.
or is generatedin the whole world ! And thefe are
* the Epithites of Hermes his bird, whichnever is at
reft, Itis of very fmallaccount,yet no body can bee
without it zand {o. thou haft 2 thing difcovered to
~ thee-more pretious then the whole world, which I
plainly tell thee is nothing elfe: but our Sea water ,.
which is.congealed in Silver,and Gold,and extraded:
out of Gold,and Silver by-the help.of our Chalybs,
by the Art of Philofophersin 2 wonderfull man-.
ncr, by a prudent fonof Art. It was not my pur-.
gpfc for fome reafons before:mentioned in the Pre-

ace, to publifh.this book, but a defire-to deferve well:

of theft thatare fludioufly given to liberall,and Phi--
lofophical Arts,prevailed with.me,that I might hold:
forth o -thcm,;gat Ibearan. honeft mind;alfo that T
mighit declare my {2lf to. them, that underftand the-
Art,tobe their equaland fellow,and to-have attained:
their knowledge. I doubt not but many mren of
ood confciences,and affecions do enjoy this gift of
%ogifccrcﬂy.-,;hc_fg being warned by my cxamplea;
. _ and:
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anddangers are made more cautious,and wife, having
that commendable filence of Harposrates. For as of-
ten as I would-difeover my felfe to great men , it
alwaies turned to'my loffe and danger. By this my -
writing I make my felfknown te theadopted fons of

| Heymes, Linftru@ the ignorant , and them that are

mitled, and bring themback into the right way.And
let the heits of wifdome know, that they fhall never-
have abetter way,then that,whichis here demonftra-=
ted to them; for I have fpoken all things cleerly =
Only I have not {o cleerly fhewed the “extradion.
of bur Salt Armoniacke, orthe Mercury of Philo-
fophers, out of our Seawater, and the ufe thereof;
becaufe Ihad from the Mafter of Nature no leave
to. fpeake any further, and this only God muft:
reveale, who knows the hearts,and minds of men,.

He will haply upon thy conftant, and earneft pray-

ers, and the frequent reading over of this booKe,.

open the eyes of thy underftanding, The veffell, as.
1 faid before, is but one from the beginning to the
end,or at moft twoare fufficient: the fireis continuall:
in both operations;for the fake of which let the ignow.
rant read the tenth , and eleventh Treatife.. If thou:
fhalt operare: in a third matter, thou. fhale ef-
fec nothing :. they medle with this, whoever work:
notin. our Salt, which is Mercury ; but in Hetbs,,
Animals,. Stoncs, and all Minerals, excepting-our:
Goldyand Silver covered over with. the fphere of
Satwrnes  And whofoever defires to attaine to.
his defired end, let him underfiand the conver-
" fion of the Elements. to make light things heavy,.
and to make fpirits no- f{pirits; then hee fhall:
not worke. i & ﬁrang% thing,. The Fire is: the-

3 - Bule
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‘Rule . whatfoevey is done , is done by Fire A newa Light of Al . .y
fufﬁci’cntly before, fo here we have fpol{cnrlzgc’)u;!f ’ Lgb of Chymic. : 5t

by way of Conclufion. Farewell friendly Reader! . Dty V
~and long maift thou enjoy thefe labeurz afeixifxrc‘: : $M$M&gm% SERSaaes
( made good, -or verified by mine. owne cxperi.’ . ’ ,
ence, ) to the glory of ‘God, the welfare of thine THE '

owne foule, and good of thy neighbour, ' R : ' . !
ool and goodofibyncgloor:—— § - PARABLE,
‘:.0:;7.. Jv ‘;> S ; s ) L OR | o |
PHILOSOPHICALL YRIDLE,l
Added by way of Conqluﬁoh,- -
o and Superaddition.

g0 T fell out upon :}‘time‘,A whén; I had:
R failed almoft all my life from the Artick
C‘( -Eolq, to the Antarticke , that by the

ngular providence of God I was caft

: L T upon the fhore of a certaingrear fea,and
L e R although I well knew and .undetftood the paffages;
C = e and properties of the feaofthat Coalt, yerlknew
not whether in thofe Coalts was bred that licrle Bh;,

which was called Rewiora, which fo.many men of
great and fimall fortunes have hitherto.fo ftudioufly
foughtafter, ' Bug whilft Iwas beholding the fweet
finging Mcrmaidc@{wimmin%np and down withthe
Nymphs,and being Weatywith my foregoing labors,
R SRR B S _ _and"opgrc{fedWi't‘hldivex!s thoughts, I'was with the
P e : noife of waters overtaken with fleeps and whileft T
S ST : wasina fweet flecp,there appear’d to me in my fleep
H: a
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a wonderfull vifion , which is this. I faw XN,
aman of an honorable old age, going fg:th ;{;iwc;?

our fea with his'three toothed inftrument, called T7- -

dens,who after a friendly falute led mee into am
pleafant Iland. 'This goodly Iland was 'ﬁtuas:%
towards the South, being replenithed with all things
refpedting the neceffity, and delight of man: wirgils
Elifian field might {carce compare withit. All the
~ banks were round about befet with green Mirtles
Cypreffetrees,and Rofemary. The green meadowes
. were covered all over with flowers of all forts , bpth
fair,and fweet. T he hills were et forth with Vines
Olive-trees, and_ Cedar-treesin a moft wonderfull
- manner. The woods were filled with Orenge ; and
Lemon-trees: ‘The high wayes were planted onboth
fides with Bay-trees, and Pomegranate-trees,woven.

‘moft artificially one within the other, and affording -

a moft pleafant thadow to Travellers. And to bee
fhort, ‘whatfoever isin the whele wdrld%v;gfcbgﬁ
there.  As Iwas walking, there was fhewed to me
by the forefaid Nepsune two Mines of thar Iland ly-
ingundera certain rock, the one was of: Gold t%é
other of Chilybs,or Stecl. . Not far from thence E
~ was brought to:aMeadow in which was a peculiar
- Orchard with divers fors of trees moft goodly to be-
hold, and amongft the reft, .being very many hee
fhewed to-mee feven Trees marked out by fpeciall

names; and amongft thefe I obferveditwoas chiefeft,,

more eminent then the reft, one of which-did- bearc
fruit like the Sun moft -'bi‘igf’lt,' and ﬂl-iningj,d lgng ef}rx:'
leaves thereaf were like Gold.. The- other brought
- forthfruit that was moft white, yea,whiter then %h’o
~ Lillies,and.the Jeaves therof were as fine Silver:Now

; thefe
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thefe trees were called by Neptune,the one the tree of

theSun,the other the tree of the Moon. And although
inthis Tland all things were at ones pleafure , and:
command, yetthere was one thing,and but one wan-
ting : there was no water to be Fad, but with grear
difficulty. There were indeed many. that partly en--
deavoured to bring ‘it thither by 'piﬁcs, and partly:
drew it out of divers things. +<but their endeavours
were invain, becaufe inthofe places it could notbee
had by any means or medium, andif it ‘were at any
time had, yet it was unprofitable, and péifonous, un-
leffe.they fetched ir. ¢-as few could: doe )-from the
beams of the Sun, and Moone; and he which was
fortunate in fo.doing could never get above tenpats
and that water was moft wonderfull : and: beleevé
mee, forI Gaw it withmine eyes,and felt it, thatthat
waterwasas whiteas the fnowy and: whileft-T: was
contemplating upon the water; Iwas.ina great won-
der. Wherefore Neptane being ixjthe ‘mean while:
wearied vanifhed away from beforc mine eyes , dnd -
thereappeared to meagreat man, upon whofe fore-
head was written the pame-of Sarsrne. - This- man

" taking the veflell drew ten parts.of ‘'water and tooke.

prefently of the tree of the Sun, and put itiny andL
G the fruit of the tree conifumed;and refolved like:
ice inwarm water. 1 demandedof him; Sir, I fee a:
wonderfull thing, watex to bee asit were of nothings
1 fee the Fruit of the tree confumed in it witha moft
gweetzand kindly heat, and wherefore is all this? But
he anfwered mee moft lovingly. My.Son,, itis trie:
thisis a thing to be wondered at 5 but doe not thow
wonderat it for fo it muft be. For this water is the
Water of life, having poger to better the fruir of this:
o Hj

wee:-
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tree fo,that afterward neither by planting,or graffing,
‘butonly by its own odour it may convert the other
{ix trees into its. own likeneffc. -Morcover this water
is'to this fruit as it werea woman ; the fruit of this
tree canbe putrefied in nothing bu in this water, and
although the fruit of it be of it {elf moft wonderful,&
2 thin% of great price;yet ifit be:putrefied in this wa-
- eyt cf:ts by this putrefadtion a Salamander, abi-
ding inthé:fire,whofe bloodismore pretious thenany
kind of treafure or riches in the world, being able to
make thofe fix trees; which here thou l’ecft}r
and to bring forth their fruic fiveeter then the hioney,
But Iasked; Sir,Howis that done? I told theefaith
hee) thathe frutt of chat tree is living, and fveet 5
but whereas . oneis now fufficed wichit, whenis is
boyledlin this water, a thoufand may then bee-
favisfied with it. - I demanded morcover , Sir, is
ivboiled:wich # fitong fite, and how long is it
mboylings Buvfaid he, that water hath an intrinfes
¢€all fire, and ifie be hielped with a continuall heat, iv
bums threeparts of its body with this body of the
froit,and there wil remain bt a vety final pate,which
B learce imaginable;bat of wonderkul vertuesit isboi~
Jed by che skilfull wit of thic Artificer, firft 7 monchs,
- thea 30, but in the meantime there appeared divers
 shings{ and alwaies in the fifticth day, or vhiereabouts.
¥ dembasdled again, Sir, cannot this truitbe boiled in
other wvaters, or fomething be put to it? Heeand
fwered, théreis but thisene water that is ufetultin
this Countty, or Hland; and there isno other water
can perictrate thepores of thisapple, burithis.: and
know ato that the Tree of the Sum hath its atiginall
$ronyehis water, whick is extrated out of the beams
e of

uiefull, -
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of the Sun,and Meone by a magnerick vertne:Befides.
they have a great “correfpondency betwixt them-
felves, butif any ftrange thing be added toit, it can-
not performe that whichitcan doofic felf. It muft
therefore belefe by it feif,and nothing added to it but.
this apple : T his froit after boiling becomiés to bee
immortall having Jife,and blood,which blood makes.
all the trecs bring forth fruit of the fame nature with
the Apple. 1asked him further; Sir, is this Water:
drawn any other way,or tobe had-every where? And
he faid, it is in every place, and no man can live with-
outit; itis drawn divers ways, but that is the beft;
which s extraéted by vertue of onr Chalybs,whichis
found inthe belly of Aries. I faid, to what ufeis it ®
He anfwered, before its due boiling it is thie. greateft
poifon,buraftera convenient boiling it is the greateft
medicine, and yeelds. nine and twenty graines of
bloods and eveg grain will yeeld to thee the frait of
the Tree of the Sun in 864 fold. I'asked, Can it Hot
be made yet better? The Philofophicall Scripture:
being witnefle ( faith hee ) it may bee exalted firfEto:
ten;.then toa hundred, thento atheufand 5 and ten.
thoufand.. I required again ofhim,, Sir, Poe many
knowthat Water, and hath it any-propername? He:
cryed- out faying, Few know 1, buc all have

feeniit,and doe feeit, and loveit - ithath manyand

various names, but its proper name is the Water. of’
our Sca, the Water of life not wetting the hands.. I

asked yet further, Doe any ufe itto any othey things#
Every creaturé( faith he )} dothufe v, but.invifiblys

‘Then I asked,Doth any thing growin itebut he faid,.
Ofit are made all things.in the'wotld; and in itthey

Yive : bue init nothing properly is but itis !:hat»tgi.nﬁ
- whic
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which mixeth it felfro every thing. l'asked al%ainé, Is
it ufefull for any thing without the fruit of this tree?
To this he faid; Not inthis work; becaufe it is not
. bettered,but in: the fruit of the Tree ofthe Sunalone.

I began to intreat him, Sir I pray, nameit to.meeby -

fucha manifeft name ; that I may have no:further
doubtaboutit. But he cryed witha loud voice,(© as
that ke awakened me from fleep; Therefore I could
ask him no furcher; neither:would hee tell meé.an;
. more ; neither canTitell any more. Be fatisfied wit
thefe, and beleeve mee, that it is not poffible to fpeak
more cleerly. . Forifthoudoft not underftand thefe
things, thou wilt never .be able to’ comprehend. the
books of other Philofophers. Aftet Saturn’s un-
expeéted-and fudden departurea new fleep came upon
mee, and then appeared to mee Neﬁttme-in a vifible
fhape: He congratulated my prefent happineflc in the
gardens of the Hefperides | fhewing to.me a Look-
ng-glaffe,in which I aw all Nature difcovered. After
the changing of divers words betwixt us; I-gave him
thanks for his courtefies fhewed to me; becaufe Inot
only entred intothis garden, but alfo came into Ss-
wris. wioft defired-difcourfe. -Bur becaufe by reafon
of Saturn’s unexpected departure.fome difficulties
did yet:remain to be inquiired after,and fearched into,
I carncftly befought him; that by means of this hap-
py opportunity. hee would refolve mee my. doubts.
Now I impertuned him with thefe words , Sir I'have
read-the books of Philofophers,and they. fay, that all
generationis donc by Male,and Female, yet I faw in

my dream Satarne put thefruicalone of the Tree of .

the Sun into ourMercury; I beleeve alfothee as the
Mafter of this Sea; that thou knoweft --thc’fc.t}ﬁ{]gs;
P ' anlwer

LA
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anfwer my Queftion I pray thee.But he faid,It istrue,
“my fon, afl generation is done, inMale,.and Female,
but by reafon of the diftinguithing of the three King-
domes of Nature, a fouré footéd Animallis brought -
torthone way, and 2 worme -another: Although
wormes have eyes, fight,hearing;and other fenfes, yet
they are broughe forth by -putrefadtion, and their
place, or earth, in which they are putrefied, is the
Female.Soin this Philofophicall work the mother of
this thingis that Water of thine o often repeated, &
whatfoever is produced of that,is produced as worms
by putrefadtion. Therfore thePhilofophers have erea-
ted 2 Phenix,& Salamander.For if it were done bythe
conception of two bodies, it would be a thing fubject.

" to deathsbut becaufe it revives it felf alone,theformer

body being deftroyed, it rifeth up another body incor-

. ruptible.Secing the death of thingsis nothing elfe but

the feparation Jof the one from the other. And foitis
in this Phenix, becaufe the life feparates it felf by its
felf from a corruptible body.Moreover,I asked him,
Sir, are there divers things, or. is there_a compafition
of things inthiswork? But he faid,thercis onlyone
thing,with which there is mixed nothing _elfe but the
Philofophicall Water fhewed to thee oficntimes in
thy fleep, of which there muftbe ten parts to one of
thebody. And ftrongly,and undoubredly belceve,
My fon,that thofe things which are by me and Saswrs
fhewed thee by way of dreams, according to the cus
ftom, in this lland,are not dreams,but the very truth,
which Experience the only Miftris of things will by
the affiftance of God difcover to thee. I'yet further
demanded fome things of him , but hee without any
anfiwer,after he had took hisleave of mee, departi?g
~ ct
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fetme, being raifed from fleep,into my defired region
-of Ewrope. 'And fo friendly Reader; let this fuffice
‘tl!xcc,dwhiéh hath by mee thus farre“been fully - de-
clared. R P R

A DIALOGVE

MERC@RT&E&HLG 1" MIST
 ad NATURE. . .

2302 & Pon‘atimethere were affembled: divers
oo/ /R Alchymifts together, and: held a coun-

/48 feLhow they fhould make, & preparcithe
Philofophers ftone, and they concluded

: > - that every;one thould declare-his opinion
withavow. And that mecting wasin the open aire;
in 2 certaine meadow, on a faire cleer day. And many

 agreed that Mercury was thefirft matter thereof; ‘o-

thers that Sulphur-was , and others .other things:
Bu the chiefeft opinion wasof Mercary - and that
efpecially becaule of the fayings of Philofophers;be-
caufe they hold, chat Mercury is the firft true marter
of the Stone, alfo of Metalls : For Philofophers cry
out, .and fay, OUR MERCURY, &c.And
fowhilefbthey did .contend amongt themfelves for
: Ia divers
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divers operations( every onc gladly expecting a con<
clufion ) there arofe in th¢ mean timea very grear
tempeft, with ftormes ; fhowersof rain, imé‘y an ug-
heard of wind, which difperfed that aflembly into
divers Provinces, every onc apirt without a con-
clufion. Yet every one of them fancied to himfelfe
what the conclufion of that difpute thould have been.

Every one therefore et upon-his work asbefore, one

-in this thing, another in that thing fecking the Philo~
fophers Stone, and this.is donetill this. day without
any giving over.Now one of them remembring the
difputarion, that the Philofophers Stone is neceffari-
« Iy tobe fought after in Mercury, faid to himfelf: Al -
though there was no conclufion made,yet I wil work
in Mereuryand will make aconclufion my felfin ma-
king the blefled Stonesfor he was a.man that was al-

waies wont to talk to himfelfe, as indeed all A4lchy-

mifts ufuall
baooks of P{ﬂofophers, and fell upon & booke of 4-
lanws, which treats of Mercurys and fo that Alchy-
mift is made a Philofopher, but without any conclu-
fion : And taking Mercury he begantowork; hee
putitinto a glafs,and put fireto it,the Mercury asit is
wont todo,vapoured awaythe poor filly Alchymift
not knowing the natureof it,beat his wif{,

body could come hither befides. thee, thou tookeft
the Mercury out of the glafs. His wife crying excufeth
her felf, and fpeaks foftly to her husband : Thou wile
make a fir-reverence of thefe. “The Alchymift tooke
Mercuryagain,and puc it againinto his veffell, and
Yeft his wife fhould take itaway, watched it. Butthe
Mercury,asits manner is,vapourced away again. The
Alchymift rcmcmbringﬁmt the firft matter of the

doe. Hee therefore began to- read the -

faying:No-
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Philofophers Stone muft be volatile, rejoiced excee-
dingly, altogether pérfwading himfelfe that he could
not now be deceived, having the firft mateer & Hee
began now to work upon Mercury beldly, he learned
afterwards to fublime it,and to'calcine it divers ways,
as with Salt, Sulphur, and Metalls,Mineralls,Bloud,
Haire, Corrofive waters , Herbs, Urine, Vineger,
but could find nothing for his purpofe; "hee left no-

- ¢hing unaffayed ifi the whole world, with ‘which hee

did not work upon good Mercury withall. But when
he could doe no good at all with this,. hee fell upon
this faying———that it is found in the dung-hill. He
began o worke upon Mercury with divers forts of
dung, together, and afunder :© And when hee was
weary, and full of thoughts he fell into a tleep. And
in his {lecp there appeared to_ him a vifion - there
came to him an old man; who faluted hirt , and faids
Friend, Whyart thoufad? Hee anfwered, . would
willingly make the Philofophers Stonc. ~ Fhen faid
be, Friend,Of what wilt thou make the Philofophers
Stone¢ Alehymifts. Of Mercury, Sir. Senex. Of
what Mercury? = A4lsh, Thereisbuc one Mercury.
Sen. Itis true, there isbut one Mercury,. but altered
varioufly, aecording tothe varicty of places; - one
is purerthen another. Alch.Q Sir, I know how to
purifieit very well with vineger and falt , with' nitre
and vitriall. * Sex. I tell theethisis not the true pu-
rifying of it, neither is this . thus putifyed; the true
Mercury: Wife'men have another Mercury , and
another manner-of purifying of it,and fo he vanifhed
away.The Alchymift bein%‘raifcd from ﬂccpthoughn
with himfelfe what vifionthis fhould be, as alfo what
this Mercury of Philafophers thould be : h;c cl:;:lkd

cthinke
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divers operations( every one gladly expeéting a con<
clufion ) there arofe in the mean timea very great
tempeft, with flormes, fhowersof rain, and an un-
heard of wind, which difperfed that affembly into
divers Provinces, every one apart without a con-
clufion. Yet every one of them fancied to himfelfe
what the conclufion of that difpute fhould have been.
Every one therefore {er upon his work as before, one
- in this thing, another in that thing feeking the Philo~
fophers Stone, and this.is donetill this. day without
any giving over.Now one of them remembring the
difputation, that the Philofophers Stone is neceffari~
+ ly tobe fought after in Mexcury, faid to himf{elf: Al -
though there was no conclufion made,yet I wil work
in M:fcur¥,3nd' will make aconclufion my felfin ma-
king the bleffed Stonesfor he was aman that was al-
waies wont to talk to himfelfe, as indeed all Alchy-

miffs ufually doe. Hee therefore began to- read the

books of Philofophers, and fell upona booke of 4-
lanste, which treats of Mercury; and fo that Alchy-
miftis made a Philofopher, but without any conclu-
fion : And taking Mercury he begantowork; hee
put itinto a glafs,and put fire to it,the Mercury asit is
wont to do,vapouted away,the poor filly Alchymift
not knowing the natureofit,beat his wife, faying:No
body eould come hither befides. thee, thou tookefk
the Mercury out of the glafs. His wife crying excufeth
her felf, and fpeaks foftly to her husband : Thou wilt
make a fir-reverence of thefe. The Alchymifttooke
Mercuryagain,and pue it againinto his veflell, and
Yeft his wife fhould take itaway, watched it. Butthe
Mercury,asitsmanner is,vapoured away again. The

Alchymift remembring that the firft matcer of the
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Philofophers Stone muft be volatile, rejoiced excee-
dingly, altogether pérfwading himfelfe that he could
not now be deceived, having the firft matter + Hee
began now to work upon Mercury beldly, he learned
afterwards to fublime it,and to'calcine it divers ways,
as with Salt, Sulphur, and Metalls,Mineralls,Bloud,
Haire, Corrofive waters , Herbs, Urine, Vineger,
but could find nothing for his purpofe; hee left no-
¢hing unaffayed in the whole world, with ‘which hee
did not work upon good Mercury withall. But when
be could doe no good at all with this, hee fell upon
this faying that it is found in the dung-hill. He
began to worke upon Mercury with divers forts of
dung, together, and afunder © And when hee was
weary, and full of thoughts he fell into aleep. And
in his {leep there appeared to him a vifion + there
came to him an old man, who f2luted him , and faids
Friend, Whyart thoufad? Hee anfivered, E would
willingly make the Philofophers Stone.  Fhen faid
ke, Friend,Of what wilt thou make the Philofophers
Stone? Alehymifts. Of Mercury, Sir. Semex, Of
what Mercury? ~ Akh. Thereisbut one Mercury.
Sen. Ttis true, there is but one Mercury,. but altered
varioufly, according tothe variety of places; one
is purer then another.  Alch. O Sir, I'know how to
purifie it very well with vineger and fale , with nitre
and vitriall. ~ Sen, T tell theethisis not the true pu-
rifying of it, neitheris this, thus pufifyed; the true
Mercury : Wife-men have another Mercury , and
another manner-of purifying of it,and fo he vanithed
away.The Alchymift being raifed from flecpthought
with himfelfe wiat vifionthis fhould be, as 4lfo what
this.Mercury of Philofophers fhould be = hee could
, - bethinke
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bethinke himfelfe of noother but the vulgar Metena
ry. Butyet hee defired much' that hee might have
had a longer difcourfe with the old man :but yet hee
worked continually, fometimes in'the dung of living
creatures, as.boyes dung, and fometimes in his own,
And:every day hee went 1o the place, where hee faw
the vifion, that he might {peak with the old man a-

. gain : fometimes hee counterfeited afleep, and lay

with his eyes fhut expectinig the old man.  But when

- he would not come he thought he was afraid of him,

and would not belecve that he was afleep, he fwore
therefore faying, My good old Maftes be not afraid,
for truly I am afleep; look upon my cyes, feeif Ibe
not: And the poor Alchymift after fo many labours,
and the fpending of all his goods,nowat laft fel mad;
by alwaies thinking of the old man. And when hee
was in that ftrong imagination;there appeared to him
in his fleep a falfe vifion, in:the likenefle of the old
man,. and faid to him, :Doe not defpaire, my friend,
thy Mercury is gobd, and chy macter,’ but if it will
not obey thee,conjure it, that it bee not volatile;Ser.
pents are ufed to be conjured,and then why not Met-
cuty? and fo the old man would leave him. But the
Alchymift asked of him, faying, Sir,expet,&c. And
by reafon of a noife this poere Alchymift was raifed
from fleep, yet not without great comfort, He took
then a veffell full of Mercury, and began to conjure

- it divers wayes, as his dream taught him, And hee re-

membred the words of the old man,in that hee faid,
Serpentsare conjured, -and Mercury is painited with
Serpents, hee thought, fo it muft bee conjured as the
Serpents.  And-taking a-veffell with Mercury hee
began tofay , #x, 7, Oftas, ¢&rs.” And wwhere the

name

1
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narne of the Serpent fhould be put , he put the name
of Mercury, faying :And thou wicked beaft Mercury,
8c. Atwhich words Mercury began to laugh, and
to fpeak unto him faying, W hat wilt thou have, that
thou thus troubleft mee my Mafter Alchymifts 4/ch,
O ho,now thou calleft me Mafter,when I touch thee
to the quick, now I have found: where thy bridle is,
wait a little, and by and by thoufhalr fing my- fong ,
and he began to {peak to him,'as it were angerly, Are
thou that Mercury of Philofophers? - Mere, (as. if
he were afraidanfwered ) Iam Mercury, my Mafter.
Alch, “Why therefore wilt not thou obey mee ? and
why could not I fixthee? _Mere. O'my noble Ma.
fter, 1befeech thee pardon mee, wretchthat I am, T
did not know that thou waft fo greara Philofopher.
Alch, Didft not thou perceive this by my operati-
ons,fecing I proceeded fo Philofophically with thee?
Mers. So it is,my noble Mafter, although I would
hide my fglte, yet I fee I cannot from fohonourable
a Mafter as thou art. 4/ch.Now therefore doft thou
know a Philofopher? Merc, Yea, my Mafter , Ifee-
that your worfhipis.a moft excellent Philofopher.
Alch. (being glada his heare faith Y truly now T'have
found what I fought for.( Again he fpake to Marcu-
v with a moft terrible voice ;) Nowgoto ;- be now:
therefore obedient, or elfe it fhall bg the worfe for
thee, Merc. Willingly, my Mafter; if I am able,for
now I am veryweake.  Alch. Why doft thou now-
excufe thy felfez Merc. I doe not, my Mafter, burk
am faint and feeble. Alch, What hurts thees Mere,
"The Alchymift hurts mee. Alch, What, doft thou
fiill deride mee?  Mere, O Matter, no, 1 ?;;Jak ofthe
Alchymift.but thou art 2 Philofophtr, Alch. © 35’5}’

’ >
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well, that istrue, but wha hath the Alchymift done?
Mere. O my Mafter, hee hath doncymany cvill
things to mee, for hee hath mixed mee, poor wretch
as 1 am,wich chings contrary to mee : from whence I
fhall never bee able to recover my firength, and
I am almoft dead,for Iam rormented almoft unto
death.Alch. O thoudeferveft thofe things, for thou
art difobedient.  Merc. 1 was never dilobedient to
any Philofopher, but it is naturall tomeeto deride
fools, Alch.And what doft thou think of mee? Merc.
O Sir,you are a great man, a very great Philofopher:
yea greater theny Hermes himfelfe. Aleh, Truly ©
iis, Tam a learned man, bue Iwill notcommend
my felfe, but my Wifealfo faid to mee, that Iam a
very learned Philofopher, fhe knew fo much by me.
J;lerc. Tam apt to beleeve thee,for Philofophers muft
fcil{'o,who by reafon of too much wifdome,and pains
all mad. Alch. Goeto then,tellme therefore what
1 fhall doe with thee; how Ifhall make the Philofo-
-phers Stone of thee. Merc. O my Mafter Philofos
pher,I know not, Thou art a Philofopher,1 am a fer
vant of the Philofophers,they make of me what they

pleafe,] obey themas much as I am able. Alch. Thou

muft tell mee how I muft proceed with thee

!;;)w I may make of thee the Philofophers S’t::g
herc.k If thoy knoweft, thouhall make it , but if

i 10u knoweft not, thou fhalt doe nothing, thou fhale
now nothing'by mee, it thou knoweft not already

my Mafter Philofopher. A/h. Thou fpeakeft to

;(ncc as 1o fome fimple man, perhaps thou doft not
now that I have worked with Princes, and was ac-

;oluntcd 2 Philofopher with them. Mere. Iamaptto
elecve thee my Matter, for I knowall this very wel,
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Tam yet foul, and unclean by reafon of thofe mix-
cures that thou haft ufed. Alh. Therefore tell mee,
art thou the Mercury of Philofophers?  Mere, 1am
Mercury, but whether or no the Philofophers , that
belongs to thee to know. Alch. Do but tell meifthou
art the true Mercury, or if there be another. Merc. T
am Mercuty, but there is another, and {o he vanithed
away. The Alchymift cries out and fpeaks, but no
body anfwers him, And bethinking himfelfe faith:
Surely Tam an excellent man, Mercury hath been-
leafed to talke with mee, furely hee loves mee : and
then he béganto fublime Mercury,diftil calcine,make
Turbich of him, precipitate, and diffolve him divers
wayes,, and withdivers waters, but as hee laboured
in vain before, fb nowalfo he hath fpent His time, and
coftsto no purpofe. Wherefore at laft hee begins to
curfe ‘Mercury , “and revile Nature becaufe fhee
made him. Now Nature when the heard thefe things
calledMercury to her,and faid to him What haft
thou done to this man # Why doth he curfeand re-
vile méforthy fake? -Why doft not thou doe what
thou oughteft to doe? Bur Mercury modeftly excu-

" eth himfelf, Yet Nature commands him to be obe-

dient to-thefons of Wifdome, that feek after him.
Mercury promifeth that he will, and faith : Mother
Nature, bur who canfatisfie fools? Nature went a=
way fmiling : but Mercury being angry with the :Al-
chymift goes dl{o-unto hisown place. Aftera few days
it came into the -Alchymifts mind, that he omitted
fomething in his operations, and again hee hath re-
courfe to Mercury,and now refolves ro mix him with
hogs dungsbut Mercury being angry that he had falf~
ly.accufed him beforc‘g:is:mothct‘Naturc,faithmo thlc

o . K Al-
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Alchymift, W hat wilt thou have of me thou foole?
Why haft thou thus acculed mees Alch, Artthouhe
that Thave longedto fee? Mere. I am, but no man
that is blind can fec mee. AlA. I am not blind
Mere. Thouart very blind , for thou canft not fee
thy felfe, how then canft.thou fee mee2 A/eh.O now
thou art-proud, I'fpeak civilly- to thee,and thou con-
temneft mee : thou, doft not: kaow: pechiaps that I
have worked with many Princes, and was efteemed
as a Philofopher amongft them. <Aere. Fools flock
to Princes Courts, for there:they are honoured, and
fare better then others. Wafk thou alfo at. the Courg
Alch, O thouarta devill; and not 2 good Mercury,
ifthou wilt fpeak thus to Philofophers : for before
thou didft alfo feduce me thus.Mer. Doftthau know:
Philofophers? 4lch. Imy {elf am:a Philefopher.
2Merc. Behold. our Philofopher (finiling fid : ~ and
began to talke further wich himfaying.) My Philofo~
pher, tell mee therefore what thou feekeft after , and
what thou wilt have ;what doft thou defire to make?
Alch. The Philofophers.ftone. Mere, Out of what
matter therefore wilt thowmakeit?. Alh. Of our
Mercury. MereeQ my Philofopher,now I wil feave:
you, for I am not yours.. A4 O thou art but 2 de-
vill,and wilt feduce mee. Mere. Fruly my Philsfo-
pher thouart a devill tomee;not Trothee : for thou
doft deale moftfordidly with mee 5 after adevillifli
manner.. Az O whavdoe I hear? " this certainly is
a devillindeed, for Idoall things accerding to the
wrritings of Philefophers, and know very well how.
to work. Mere. "Fhou knoweft very well,. forthou
doft more thenthou knoweft;or readf¥ of : for the
Philofophers faid, that Nauire s to: be: mixed- with
' Natures:
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Natures; andthey commiad nothing to bee -done
without Nature; but thou doft mix mée with almoft
all the fordidftthings thatbee, as dung. Alch. Idoe
nothing befides Nature : but I fow{eed into its own

earth,as the Philofophers have faid. Mere. . Thou .

foweft mee in dung,and in time of harveft T.do vanith
away,and thou arcwont toreap dung. Ak, Yet fo the
Philofophers have wrote, that in the dunghill their
matter is tobe fought for. Merc. Tt is true what they
have writtens but thou underftandeft cheirletter,and
nottheir fenfe, and meaning. 4/c6. Now happily 1
fee that thou art Mercury 5 but thou wilt not obey
mee. Andhe began to conjure him again, faying, 7x
7x.But Mercury laughing anfivered, Thou fhalt doc
no good, my friend. 4/ch. They do not fpeak with-
out ground, when they fay thou arcof a ftrange na
ture, inconftant, and velatile. Merc. Doft thou fay,
that T aminconftant, I refolve theethus, Iam con-
ftant unto & conftant Artificer; fixed to him, thatis
of afixed mind, but thou, and fuchas thou art; are
inconftarit,runming from one thing: unto another,
from one matrer unto another. A/ck, Tell me there-
fore if thou art that Mercury, which the Philofo-
phers wrete of, which they faid was, togecher with
fulphur, and fale the principall of all things,ormuft
1 {eck after another? Mer. Ttuly the fruit dothinot fal
far from the tree,but Ifeck not'mine own praife,{am
the fame as I was, but my years are differing . From
the beginning T was young, {o long as I wasalone,but
now-1am older; yet thefathe:as I was. before. Alch.
Now thoupleafeft: me, becaufe new thou art older:
forI alwaies fougliv-aftér fucha one ; that was more
ripe, and fixed, that I might fo muchthe more eafily

Ka accord
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accord with him, Mere. Thoudeft in vain look after
meein my old age, who didft not knew mee in my
youth. Alch.Did not I know thee,who have worked:
with thee divers wayes, as thou thy felfe haft faid #
and yet Iwill not leave offtill I have made the Phi.
lofophers Stone. Mere. O what a miferable cafeam E
in? What fhall I do?I muft now be mixed again with
dung, and betormented. O wrerch that Tam! I
befeech thee good Mafter Philofopher; doe not mix
me fomuch with-hegs dungs for- otherwife. I fhall
beundone, for by reafon of this ftink Tam conftrai-
ned to change my fhape. Andwhatwilt thou have
mee doe more? Amnotl tormented fufficiently
by thee? Doe not 1 obey thee? DoenotT mixe my
{elf with thofe things thou wilt have me?: Am.-I net
fublimed ? AmX not precipitated? Am I not made tur-
bith?An Amalgamaz A Paft? Nowwhat canft thou
defire more of me? Mybody is. fo:fcourged, {o.fpic
upon,that the very ftone would pity me:By vertue of
me thou haftmilk, flefh; bloud,bucter,oyl,water,and
which of all the metalls,or mineral can do-that which
1 do alone?and s there no mercy to-be had towards
me:O’what 2 wretch am 1! A%. O ho,it dothnot hurt
thee, thou art.wicked although thou turneft thy
felfinfide out, yet- thou- doft not change thy. felfe,

tliou doft but frameto thy felfeanew- fhape, «thoa -

doft. alwaies retnrn. into thy.firft forme again, Mere,
1 doeas thouwilt have me; if thou wilt have me bea
body, Iamabody :ifthouwill have. mebeduft, 1
am duft,I know not how 1 fhould abafe my felf more;
then when Iam duft, and afhadowe. 4/ch. Tellmee
therefore whiat thou are in thy. Center , and T will
torment thee no more, Mer. Now Lam confirained
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to tell from the very foundation, If thou wile thou
maift underftand mee : thou feeft my fhape , and of
this thou needeft not know further. But becaufe thou
askeft mee of the Center, my Center is the moft
fixed hedrrof all things, immortall ;. and. penetra-
ting + inthat my Mafter refts, but I my felfcam the
way,.and the paffenger, I am a ftranger ,and yet live
at home,I am mo# faichfull to all my companions;
Yeave not thofe that doe accompany mee; I abide
with them,; I perifh with them. I am an immor-
tall body :--I die indeed whenl.am flaine,: bus
I rife againe. to  judgement before a wife Judge:
Alch. Art thoutherefore the Philofophers Stone ¢.
Merc. My motheris fich aone, of her is born®artifi-
cially one certain thing, but my brother. who dwells
inthefort, hathin his will what the Philofophers
defire. 4/ch, Artthouold? Merc. My mother be-
gatmee,but Iam older then my mocher. 41:5. Whae
devill canunderftand thee, whenthoudoft not an-
fiver to-the purpofe# thou alwaies. fpeakeft Riddles.
“Tell mee ifithou art that fountain of whicly Bersard
Lord Trevifinwrit: Merc. Lam notthefountaine,
butlam the water, the fountaine compaffeth mee
about. 4lch: Isgold diffolved in thee:, when thou
artwater? Merc. Whatfoever is with mee Ilove as
afriend; and whatfoever 1s brought forthwith mee,
to that 1 give nourifbment, and'whatfoever is naked,
Y cover withmy wings.  4lohi1feciristo no pur-
pofeto fpeak tothee;Lask one thing;and thou anfwe-
reft another thing :-if thou- wilt not anfver.to my
‘queftion, truly [will gooto work with: thee -again.
_Méro; - Q:mafter, Ibefeechshee be good 1o me,tiow
L will willingly dee what, I know. ._d/eh, Tell mee

' K3 - theres
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therefore if thowartafraid of the fire. Mere. I am
fire my felfe.  4lch. And why then:doft thou fly
fromthe firec Merc. My fpirir, and the {pirit of the
fire love oncanother,and whithet oné goes,the other
goesif jtcan, Akh. And whithet ot thou goe,
when thouafcendeft with the fite? | Mere. Know that
every ftranger bends towards his owngountrey, and
when he is returned from whence he came, hee is at
reft, and alwaies returnes wifer, thenhe was when he
came forth. Alch. Doft thou comeback again fome-
times? Merc. I doe, but inanotherfdrme. Akb. I do
nor underftand what this is, noranything of the fire,
Mere. If any oncknew thefire of my heart, heehath
feen that fire( a due heat ) is my meat : and by- how
much the lenger the fpirit of my: heart:feeds upon
fire, it will be fo much the fateer, whofe death is
afterward the life of all things, whatfoever they bee
in this Kingdome where Iams Aleh. Art thou great?
Mere. T am thus for example, of a thoufind drops I
fhall be'one, out of one I give many thoyfand drops:
and as my body isin thy fight, if thouknoweft how
£0 f%ort withmee, thou maift divide meinto as much
as thou wilt, and I'fhallbe one again: What then is
my fpirit (my heart ) intrinfecally, * which alwaies
can bring forth many thoufandsout of the leaft part?
Alch. And how therefore muft one -deale with thee
that thoumaitt be fo?  ere. Tam fire within, fite is
my meat, but the life of the fireisaire, without aire
che fire is extinguifhed; the fire prevails over theaire,
wherefore I am hot at reft; neither:can the crudeaire
conftringe, or bind tee :adde aire to aire, thatboth
may beone, and hold weight, join itto wirme fire,
and give it tite, Adoh, What fhall beg after thac?
Mer.
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Mere, The fuperfiuous fhallbe takenaway; the refi-
due thou fhalt burn with fire, put it into water,boyl
ir, afcer it isboyled thou fhalt give it to the fick by
way of phyfick, Akh. Thou faift nothing to m
queftions. I fee that thou wilonly delude mee wit
Riddles. Wife, bring hither the hogs dung, I"will
handle that Mercury fome new wayes , untill hee telt
mee how the Philofophers Stoneis to bee made of
him. Mercury hearing this begins to lament over the
Alchymift, and goes unto his mother Nature: accu-
feth the ungrate?ull operator. Nature beleeves her
fon Mercury, who tells true, and being moved with
anger comes to the Alchymift, and calls hims Ho
thou, - Where art thou? Alckym. Who is thac,
thus callsmee? Natwra. What doft thou with my
fon, thou fool thou? Why doft thou thus injure him?
Why doft thou torment him? who is willing todoe
thee any good, if thiou couldft underftand fo muchs
Alch. VVhat devill reprehends me, fo greaca man,
and Philofopher? Nas.O fool ful of pride,the dungof
Philofophers, I knowall Philofophers,and wife mens
and I love them, for they loveme, and doeall things
for meat my pleafure:, and. whither I .cannot goe
they helpme.  But you Alchymifts,. of whofe otder
thoualfo att one;without my knowledg,andconfent;
doe allthings contrary untome; - wherefore it falls
out.contrary to your expectation. Y outhink that:you
deal with my fons rationally , but-you perfet-no-
thing;. and if you will confider rightly , you.do: not
handie them, but they handle you: for you can make
nothing of them, neither know you howto dorit, but
they ofyou when they pleafe, make fooles. - 4lh. It
istot true ; [ alfo.am a Philofophers,and know -ggg
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how to worke,, I have been with more then oné
Prince, and was efteemed a Philofopher amongft
them, my wife alf knows the fame, and now alfo
I have a :manufcript, which was hid fome hun-
dreds of years in an old wall, nowI certainly know
I fhall make the Philofophers Stone, as alfo within
thefe fewdayes itwas revealed to mee in a dreame, o
1 am wont to have true dreams; ‘Wife thou knoweft
it! Namwr. Thou fhalt doe as the reft of thy fel-
lowes have done, who in the beginning know all
things, and thinke they are very knowing , bu in
conclufion know nothing. 4lch. Yet others have

made it of thee (if thouart the true Nature. ) Nar,

It is true, butonly they that knew me,and they are
very few. Bur hee which knowes mee doth not tor.
ment my Sons; nor difturbe mee, but doth to mee
whathée pleafeth, and increafethmy goods,and heals
the bedies of my fons. Alck.Even fodoe I Natay,
Thou doftall things contrary to mee, and doft pro-
ceed with my Sonnes contrary. to my will : when
thou fhouldft revive , thou killeft; when fix, thou
fublimeft; when calcine, theu diftilleft; efpecially

my moft obfervant Sonne Mercury, whom thon,

tormenteft with {o many corrofive waters » and fo
many poifonous things, 4/ch., Then I will proceed
with him fiweetly by digeftion only. Natur, It iswell
if thou knoweft ‘how to doe it;-but if not, thou

fhalt not hurt him;but thy felfe, and expofe thy felfe
to charges, for it is all one with him, as witha geim,
whichis mixed with dung., that is alwaies good,
and the dung doth not diminifh it, althoughdt be
caft upon-it, for when it is wathed, it is the fame
gemmeas it was: before. 444, But Twould wil-

lingly

A new Light of Alchymie, - 73
i how to make the Philofophers Stone.
?;%‘JZ'}(H?[mexz‘z)rc doe not handle my Sonin that
fathion ¢ forknow,that I have many Sonnes, and
many Daughters, and Iam ready athand to them

. that feck mee, if they bee worthy of mee. Alch.

therefore who that Mercury is¢ Nat.Know
gxgltl llnﬁavc but one fuch Sonne, and hee is one of
feven, and hee is the firft; and hee is .jtll things,
who was butone; hee is nothing, and his number
is entire 5 in him are the foure Elements , and yet
himfelfe is no Element; he is a fpiric, and yet hath
a body; heis a man, and yet ads the part of af
woman; heeisachild, and yet bears the armes of
2 many hee is a beaft, and yet hath the wings g
a bird; heeis poifon, yet cureth the leprofic; he
is life, yet kills all things; hee is a King, yet ang-
ther poffefleth his Kingdome; hee fiyeth from t, e
fire, yet fire is made of him; hee s water, yet
wets not; heeis carth, yethecis fowed; hee 1;
aire, yet lives in water. 4lh. Now I fee that I
l:no’wnothing, but I dare not fay fo, for .then_11
fhould lofe my reputation, and my neighbors Wid
lay out no mere money upon mee, if they fhou d
know that I know nothing + yet I will fay that
doe certainly know, or clie no body will give me}c1
fo muchasbread : formany of them hope for mlucﬁ
cood from mee. Natur, Although thou fhould
put them offagreat while, yet what will become
gf thee at laft? and cfpecially if thy n.Clgththr;
fhould demand their charges of thee again? Aj’{l"bf
will fged all of them with hope, as muchas poffibly
I can. Natur. And then whar wile thou dqchat
laft? Alch 1 will try many W'Ers privately : if cic (e)x;
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of them fucceed, [ will pay them, if not, I will goe
into fome other far Country, and doe the likethere.
Natwr. And what will become of thee afterward 2
2lch. Ha, ha, ha, there bee many countryes, alfo
many covetous men, to whom T'will promife great
fiore of Gold, and thatina fhort time , and fo the
time fhall paffe away, till at laft either I,or they muft
die Kings, or Affes. Nazar. Such Philofophers de-
ferve the halter : fie upon thee , make haft and be

* hanged, and putan end to'thy felf, andthy Philofo-
phy; forby this meanes thou fhale neither-deceive |

mee,thy neighbour, or thy felf. :

it ity
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The fecond Priﬁciple.‘

wolllphur is not the laft amongft the
M) Principles, becaufe it is a part of the
& Metall; yeaand the principall part of
5 18) the Philofophers Stone: and many wife

2% men have left in writing divers, and

T yery-troe things of Sulphur. Yea Geber
himfelfin his firft book of the higheft perfetion,cha.
28, faith: Through the moft High God it illumi-
nates every body : becaufe itis light from light,and
Tincure.But before wee treate of it it feems good
to us to firft defcribe the originall of the Principles;
efpecially fince of old, Sulphus hath been accounted
the chiefeft of the Principles. Now very few have
hitherto fhewed whence the Principles arife, and itis
a hard thing to judge of anyof the Principles, or
any thing elfe , whofe originall, and generation is
unknowne : what can a blind man judg of a colour?
What our predeceffors have omitted , that have
wee purpofed in this Treatife to fupply.

M Now
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Now the Principles of things, efpecially of Me-
ralls, according to the ancient Philofophers are two,
Sulphur, and Mercury : but according to-the latcer
Philofophers,three, Sal,Sulphur,and Mercury, Now
the originall of thefe Principles arc the foure Ele-
ments; with the originall of whichalfo wee will firft
begin.. Therefore let them that are Students in

this facred fcience know;that there are four Elements,

and that every one of thefe foure hath in. its-Center
another Element, by whichit is. clementated : and
thefe are the four ftatues of the world,feparated from.

the Chaos in the creation of the world by divine:

wifdomes and thefe-uphold the fabrick ofthe world:
by their contrary acting, in equality, and pro-

portion, and alfo by, the. inclination of celeftiall.

wertues, bring forth-all chings, thar are within; and:
upon the earth : but of thefeintheir places:here we
will retuene to our purpofe; and firft of the Element.
thaz is neeref¥, %% the Earth..

OF

TR ELEMENT of .
- WATER,

# unctuous fegme, and it f an Element
/¢ more worthy in its quality then the
¢ Farth, withou, volatile, but within fix-
> ¢d,-it is cold, and moift, and tempered
withtheaire - itis the fperm of the world, in which
the feed of all things is kept: it is the kecper of the
feed of every thing. Yetwee muft know, that the
Sced is one thing, and the Sperme another : the
Earth is the receptacle of the Sperme, but Water is
the receptacle of the Seed. Whatfoever the Aire
doth diftill into the Water, by means of the fire,
the fame doth the water convey to the Earth. Some-
times the fperme lackes fufficiencyof feed, for want
of heat which fhould digeft it 5 torthere is alwayes
plenty of Sperm, expecting Seed , which by the
M3z ima.
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imaginationof fire through the mortion of the Aire
1t carryes into its matrix : and fomerimes there being
lack of Seed, the Spermeenters; burit goeth forth
againe without fruit : butof this more at large here-
‘after in the third Treatifeof Principles, vig. in that
of Salt. It happens fometimes in Nature that the
Sperme enters into the matrix with a fufficiency of
Seed; but the matrix being indifpofed, by rcafo)r,l of
being filled with oﬁ'cnﬁvc,ﬁllphurcous,,& flegmatick
vapors , doth not conceive, neither doth th%t colc

to pafle thag thould. Alfo nothingis properly in trgx_c
Element, but only as it is wont to bee in thcyS ¢ y
It is delighted chiefly in its own motion , wh}i)cfin;g

made by the Aire, and itis aptto mixe with things

by reafonof its fuperficiall, volatile i

wee faid before, the receptacle of all ?:ZS’I};CI’ (I>tf XSSe’ ?15
;r{ ;:etgecﬁigg is sgﬁ{y pgrci{ﬁed, and refolved;and :hc

! edinit, and is joined with it rad;

It is the menftruum of the world, whi —_—:
the Aire, by means of heat dr;\‘:cwh e with o
felfe a warm vapour, which caufeth :. r;ﬁ;:ﬂgal‘lmh 5
ration of thofe things, which the Earth, asa m%zmg-
is émprcgnatefi withall, and when the matrix rec ives
adue proportion of Seed, of what kind foeve i
proceeds, and Nature workes without intcr:rx]'if’ﬁol;

) ) .. . 9
to tbC e"d' bllt the remamning moi ¥ 3
S g 2 ﬁulc 9 or Spelme

falls to thefide, and b
) y vertueof the heat i
%;}rttll]xaxts f&‘éf‘:ﬁc‘é (that which s caft toethce?itc{:)l atr?g
rwards are generated other thi

fm_alé vermine, and wormes. T(;lte i‘g:tl:fli’lgei ’ofa y
gﬁ;co fsgét may én.dccd fee.in this Element, as it WGr:
‘ rme, divers wonders of Nature;but it wi
be needfull to take that Sperm, in Whicbr :ﬁuxxﬁ

Seed
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Seed in a certaine proportion isalready imagined, or
conceiveds becaufe Nature mwakes,. and produceth
pure things by the firft putrcfaétion, but by the fe-
cond farre more pure, worthy, andnoble; as thou.
haft anexample in wood, wh.chis ve ezable where
inthe firft compofition Nature maket wood , but
when that is after maturity corrupted, itis putrcfied,
and of it worms are bred; and fuch kind of vermine
as they are, which have both life, and fight: foritis
manifeft, thata fenfible ching is. alwaies mote wor-
thy thena vegerable - forto the organs Jof fenfible
things much more fubtile, and purer matter is requis
red ;. But to returntoour purpofe..

This Element is the Menftruum of the world, and.
is divided into three fosts, i%; pure, purer, and mofk
pure, Of the moft pure fubftance of itthe Heavens
are creared, the purer is. refolved into- Aire,, but the
pure, plaine, and groffe yemains'in its{phere, and bi’
divine appointment,and operation of Nature doth.
preferve. and keep every: thing that is fobtile.. It
makes one globe together with the Earth : it hath
alfo its Center in the heart of the Sea it hath one-
axell tree and pole with the earth, by whichall cour~-
fes, and fountaines of water iffueforth, which after-

ward increafe,and grow up into great rivers. By thefe-

iffuing forth of watersthe Earth is preferved from:
burnings,and with this moiftning the univesfall Seed
is.carryed forth through the pores of the whole
Farth, which thing is caufed: through heat ;. and,
motion. Now it is manifeft that all coutfes. of

Waters return into the heartof the. Seas but whither -

afterward they run s not knownto everybody. There

hefome that think that all rivess, water, and fP-‘i‘%i
e ~ which.
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which have their courfe into the fea,do proceed from
the ftars, who, when they know no other reafon why
the fea fhould not increafe, and bee fuller,by reafon of
them,fay thit thefe Waters are confumed inthe heart
of the fea. Bue this Nature will not admit of, as
wee have fhewed when we fpake of the Rain. The
frars indeed caufe, butdoe not generate Water; fee-
ing nothing is generated but in its owne like of the
fame fpecies: Nowthe Stars confift of Fire, and
“Aire; howthen fhould they generate Waters 2 And
if it werefo, that fome Starres fhould generate Wa-
ters,then neceffarily alfo muft others generate Earth,
and alfo others other Elements::- becaufe this fabrick
of the world s foupheld by the four Elements, that
one may not exceed andther in the leaft particle, but
they ftriveone with theother in an equall ballance;
for otherwife if one fhould exceed the other, deftru-
&ion'would enfue, Yer let every one perfévere in
. what opinion hee pleafe, it is thus thewed tous by the
light of Nature, that this fabrick of the world is
preferved by thefe four Elements, their equality be-
ing proportioned by the great God , and one doth
not excéed the othier 1nvits operation.  But the Wa-
térsuporvthe bafis of the Earth are contained as it
wereinfome velfell from the motion of the Aire,and
towards the Articke pole areby it conftringed , be-
eatife there is' nowvacuuns, -or vacuity in the world:for
this caufe'is there in the Center of the Earch the fire
of hell, which ‘the Archeus -of Nature doth go-
Ver -
- For inthe beginning of the Creation of the werld,
the gredrand good God out of the confufed Chaos ,
in the firft place exalted the quinteflence of ‘the Ele-
: ments,

e e
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mentsy& that is made the urmoft bound of all things:
then e Tifted up the moft putefubftance of fire above
all chings;toplace his moft Sacred Majefty in; and fec
and cftablitheditim its bound. Inthe Center of the
chaos(bythe good pleafure of Gods infinite wifdom)
that Fire.was kindled,which afrerward did diftil thofe .
moft puréwaters.But becaufe now. that moft pure fire
hath-obtdined ke place.of the Firmament; together
with the thirone of the moft high God; the waters are
condenfed under that Fire:and that they might be the
more firongly fortified, & fetled,the fire thatis grof-
fer themthe former,was then raifed(this by means of
the Centrall Fire)and remained in the fphere of Fire
under the Witers?:and fo the-Waters are congealed,
and fhut up betwixe two Firesin the heavens. But
that Centrall Fire never ceafeth, but diftilling more -
Watersand thofelefle pure, did refolve them into
Aite,.- whichalfoabides under the fphere of Fire in
its proper fpherc; andis enclofed by the Element of
Fire, as with afure, and firong foundation ; and as
the Waters of the Heavens , cannot goe beyond that
fuperceleftiall Fire,fo the Element of Eire cannot go
beyond the Waters of the Heavens, nieither can the
Aire gobeyond, or be exalted above the Element of
Fire. As for the Water,and the Earth,they remained
in one globe,becaufe they have no place in the Aire,
except that part of the Water, which'the Fire doth
refolveinto-Aire; for the daily fortifying of this fa-
bricke of theworld. For if there had beena vacui-
ty in the Aire; thenall the Waters had diftilled,, and
been refolved into Aire : but now the fphere of the
Aire is full, and is alwaies filled through the diftilling
Watess, by, the continuall 1SI:entrall heat , o that thé

o X
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reft of the Waters are by the compreffion of the
Aire rolled round the Earth, and with the Earch-
make upthe Center of the world; and this.operati:

on is performed dayly, and fo alfothisworld: is. for-

tified daily; and fhall for ever bee naturally preferved
from corruption, unlefleit beethe good pleafire of
the moft High Creator ( whofe will 1s:abfolute?) that
it thalkbe otherwife.. Becauf® that Centrall.Firene-

yereeafeth to bee kindled by the-univerfall: motion, . - ;

andiinfluence of the hieavenly vertues,and foto warm:
the Waters; neither fhallthe Waters ceafe to bee:
refolwedinto- Aire 5 neither fhiall: the-Aire ceale to
compreffe, and keep down the tefidue of the:Watets

with the Earth, and {0 tocontain them in-the Center,

that they may not beemoved out of their-Center :-
thus even in 2 natusal} manner this-world is made;and.
continued through the mighty-wifdome of ‘Godsand.
fo accordingto-the example of this. it is. negeflary-
that all.thiings in the world bee narurally. made. 'We

are willing todifcover to- thiee further this: creation.
ofthis fabricke of the world, thatthon maiftknow.-

that the foure Elements. have- a: naturall fympathy.

withthe fuperior , becaufe they. were made out of.
oneand the fame Chaos : but they are governed by
the fuperior; as. the more worthys;- and- from thence:
came thisobedience intathis fublunary. place; But:
know.thar all thofe thingswere naturally. found-oue.
by the Philofopher,as fhal be fhewed in its own place..

Now to our purpofc coneerning the Courés of Wa-
ters,and the ebbing & flowing of the Sea,how by.the

polarie Axell tree they are carryed from one pole 10
another. There are two Poles, the oneis- Artick,and:

inthat part thavis fuperior, and Northerne, but the
. o other
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other Antarticke under the “Earth,and in the Sou-
thetne part. - The Articke pole hath 2 magneticke
yertue of attrating, but the Antarticke pole hath a
magneticke vertue of expelling , “or driving from :
and this Nature holds forthto us in the example. of
the Loadftone; . The Atticke pole therefore drawes
Waters by the Axell-tree, which after they are
entred i, break forthagain by the Axell tree of the
Antarticke pole : and becaufe the Aire doth not
fiffer dninequality, they are confirained to return to
the Attickepole, their Center, and{o continuallyto
obfetve this Courfe. In which Courfe fromthe
Articke pole, tothe Antarticke pole by the midle,
or Axell-tree of the world, they are difperfed
thtough the porés of the Farth, and foaccording to
mor¢ or lefle do fprings arifc,and afterward inecting
togethier incréafe;and becometobe rivers; and are
again returned thither,  from whence they came out;
and thisis- unceflantly-done through the univerfall
mogions :-Some (as I faid before ) being ignorant of
theluniverfalimotion, and the operations of the poles
fay_,-fhtftithdchatcrsarétonfumed in- the heare of
thefed, and generated by the flars, which produce,
and generate nomateriall thing, impreffing only ver-
tues, andpiricuall influencies » - which cannot. give

any weight:to things. ~Warers. therefbre arc- not
eneratedsbut know that they come fotth fromthe
‘Center of the Sea, through the pores of the Earth
into the whole world.. Ftom thefe natuyall Comclu-
fions,or Principles Philofophers have found out div
wers inftruinents., and conveyances “of ‘Waters, as
“Wifo'fountdings, fince it is known, - thar Warers can-
siot nasurally aend higher thenthat place is, from
: Na whence
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whence they come; and unleffe it were fo in Nature,
Artcould never doeit, becaufe Art imitates Na-
ture; and that whichisnot in Nature cannot fuc-
ceed by Art; for Watet, as I faidbefore, doth not
afcend higher then the place from whence it was ta-
ken-thou haft for an example thar infrrument,. ‘with
which Wine is. drained out of a barrell.. ~

To conclude: therefore, know thac Springs., or
breakings forth of Warerare not generated of Stars,.
but that they come from the Center. of " the Sea,
whither- they return, and" that: thus.they-obferve a
continuall motion. ~ For if this were notfo, nothing
at all either-in the earth., or upon the earth’ could
be generated, yeathe ruine of the: world would of
necefficy follow: But left it maybeeobjeed; that
inthe Sea all Watersarealt, and: that the:Waters
of Springs:are {weet ;. Know, that:this: is:the rea-

fon, becaufe thar Warer diftills through the pores.

of the Earth, and pafling many: miles. through nar--

row places;. and through fands ; the faltneffe being.
loft; is.made fweet::-After:the’ example of which. -

Cifterns.are foundout. There arealfo in fomerpla-
cesgreaterand larger pores, and: paffages, through

which. {alt. Water breaks through, where afterwards.

are made falt pits,, and: fountains, as at Halla-in
Germany.. Alfoinfome.places the Waters: are cons
ftringed withheat,: and:thefalt is lefe in the fands,
but the Water fiwveats through other pores,. as in
Polonia ar Wielicia;. and Bochia :- So alfo when Was
ters. paffe through places;. that are hot; fulphureous,
and continially, umil;g',th'ey_: are made. hot, " from:
whence Bathies arife: for-thereare in- the.bowells of

sh Ece places i which Nature ditll; and fepa-

SALES:
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rates a fulphureobis Mine,; whese;by the Centrall Fire
it is kindled.: Fhe Water running through: thefe
burning-places ;- according: to the neernefle or re-
motencflcare moreor lefle hot,and fo breaks forth
into the fuperficies of the Earth, and retainsthe taft
of Sulphur, as all broth doth: of the. flefh, - that. is
boiled init. .- After thie fame mannérit is,when Wa-
ter paffing -through places where-are Mineralls 5'as
Copper, Allum,'doth acquirethe favour of . chem.
Such therefore is the Diftiller,. the Maker of-all
things, in whofe: hands s this Diftillatory acchrding
o theexample -of which all diftillations -have been
invented by Philofophers 5: which thing:the: moft:
High:God himlelf out of pity, without doubt, hath
infpired into the fons. of men : and he can;; whefiit
is Eis holy will,either extinguifh the Centrall Bire; or
break the veflell, and thenthere will be an end of all.
But fince his goodnefle doth intend the bettering of
all'things, hee will at length exalt his moft facred
Majefty, and raifeuphigher the pureft Fire of all,
which. is higher. then the. Waters -of- the Heavens
which are above the Firmament, and will giveit a
fironger degree of heat thenthe Centrall Fire, that
allthe Waters may beeexhaled up- into the Aire,
and the Earth be calcined, and fo the Fire,alltheim-

plitity being confumed ', will make the Waters. of*

the purified Earth, being circulated in the Aire,tobe:
more fubtile,and will (if wee may thus fpeak ina way:
of Philofophy) make a world much more excellent..
~’Therefore let allthe Searchiers of this Art know,,
that the Earth, and Water make one globe, and be--
ing rogether make all things, becaufe they are tangi-
ble Elements, in- which thie other twobeing hid-doe:
I N3z work..
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aworks “The’ Fitvpfeferdes the Exerhyzehatiic bee nor
Arownkd, 0r :dﬂ}:;ived :he Aire preferves. the -Fire
chatit beenot extiriguithed:the Watet preferves the
Earcheehueit beewot burnt. - Irfeemed good tousto
deferiberhefe things-, ‘as edhducing o our purpofe,
ahac cthe fidiousmay knotv;imwhatthingsthé foun-
-dabions of the Elesvemsconfilt , iand: how : Philofos
sphey’ hive obferved their contrary attingss joinin
Firewith Barch, and Aire with Water : althoug

" iyvhén they would doeany ¢xcellent: thing, they have
boiled Fire inWater; tonfidering thit one blood'is
?aa-mhm another;as: a teavis'puer ehetiuring: Tet
hax thérefore fufficewhich wehave fpoken i thise

wheTlement of Wateris the Spern_and Menftruim

ofighe world,

-asalfo the receptacle of the' Seedy

3 i
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$PDEPPEILEELLPIIPSPEIISI IS
OF THE

THREE PRINCIPLES
Of all things. - '

A Hele four Elements being defcribed, we wil
! B now defcend unto the Principles of things.
M K% Bus how they are produced of the foure
o Elements, take it thus. After Nature
had received from the moft high Creatorofallthings
the priviledge of being Princeffe over this Monarchy
of the world, fhee began to. diftribute places, and
Provinces to every thing, dccording toits dignity 5
and inthe frit place fhee made the Elements the Prin-
ces of the worldy and thatthe will of the moft High
(inwhofe will Nature was placed) might be fulfilled,
fhe ordzined that one fhould continually aét upon the
other. The Fire therefore began to aé upon the Aire,
and produced Sulphur,the Air alfo began to aét upon
the Water ,& brought forthMercury, the Water alfo
began to a¢t upon the Earth, and brought forth Sale.
But the Earth, fince it had nothing to work upon,
brought forth: riothing, but that which was brought
forth continued,2nd a%idec;l;in it = Whereforﬁ ‘there
o . [S=hrel
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became only three Principles, and the Earth was

made tbe_ Nurfe, and Mother of the feft. There were
as wee faidthree Principles brought forth, which the
ancient Philofophers did not fo ffrictly confider, but
defcribed only two actings of the :Elements ( or if
they were willingly filent in it, who.fhall cenfure
them,(ecing they dedicated their writing only to the
Sons of Art?)and named themSulphur,andMercury,
which alfo may fuffice us,to be the marter of Metals
asalfo of the Philofophers Stone. ’
“Whofoever therefore will bee a true Searcher of
thisfacred Science muft of neceflicy know the Acci-
dents,and an Accident it felf, that hee may learn to
what {ubjeét, or Element hee purpofethto come to,
that. through mediums hee may apply himfelfe to
that, if otherwife hee defire to fill up the number of
four. Forasthele three Principles were produced of
four, o alfoby diminution ‘muft thefe three pro-
duce’two, Male, and Female; and two produce one
incortuptible thing, in which thofe foure fhall being
equally perfect;be purified, and digefted to the ut
mofl; and {0.a quadrangle fhall anfiver a quadrangle.
And this is that quinteflence, which is very: necef:
fary for every Autificer, being feparated from many
contraries. And fo thou haft in'thefe three Principles,
in what naturall compofirion foever, a body, a {pirit,
and anoccule foule; which three,if thou fhalt joine

them to%etber_ being feparated, ‘arid well purificd, as:

wec faid CfOl‘C,{\fVitTlOUtLdOlet will by imitating Na-
ture yceld moft pure fruit. For although the foule be

takenfrom a moft rioble place, yet it cannot come.-
whitherit:tends byt by a-fpirit, which.is the place,
andmanfion of the foule;. whichifthou: wilt reditce-
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toits due place, it is neceflary thar it be wathed from
allits faults; and that theplace be purified, that the
foule may be glorified init, and never more be fepa-
rated from it, Now therefore thou haft the originall
of the three Principles, out of whichit is thy part,by
imitating Nature,to produce the Mercury of Philo-
fophers, and their firft matter, and to bring thofe
Principles of things, efpecially of Metalls to thy pur-
pole : feeing without t%o(‘c Principles it is impoflible
for thee to perfe@ any, thing by-Art, fince alfo Nature
her felfe can doe norproduce nothing without them:
‘Thefe three are inall things, and without them there
is nothing in the world, or ever fhall bee naturally.
Butbecaufe weefaid before, that the ancient. Philo-
fophers named only two Principles; left the Searcher
of the Art{hould erre, hee muft know, that alchough
they did mot defcribe any other but Sulphur, and
Megrcury, yet without falt they could never have at-
m/ifled to this work, fince that is the-key,and begin-
ning of this facred Science : it is that,which openeth
the gates of Juftice; it is thac which hath the keyes
to the infernall prifons, where Sulphur lies bound,as
hereafter fhal be more fully thewed in the third Trea-
tife of the- Principles, of Salt.

Now toour purpofe,which is that thefe 3 principles
are altogether neceffary , becaufe theyaretbe neer
matter. For the matter of Metalls is twofold. Neer,
and remote. The neer is Sulphur, and Mercury . The
remote are the four Elements : out of which God
Leave therefore the
Elements , becaufe of them thou fhalt doe no-
thing, neither canft thou our of them produce any
thing but thefe three Prirciples, {eeing Nature her

Q felfe
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felfe-can produce nothing elfe out of chem. IF theter

fore thou cankt ot of the Elements P"ddueé fiothing:
but thefe chree Principles, wheretore jrhes s chae
vaine kabour of thine to fecke after; 6r to endeavouit

to make that which Nature hath already made to- -

thy haads? Is it not beter to goe three mile then
four? Let it fuffice thee then to-have three Prlnci-:
ples,. outof which Naturedoth produce all things
if the earch; and upon the earchs which three we find
tobe éntively in every thing. By the due fepatition,
and conjuniétion of :he[e.,rg@ﬁwré produceth ds well.
Metalls, 45 Stones,in the Minerall Kingdore, burin:

the Viegerable Kingdome Trees, Fierbs, and all fuch.
things ;. alfo.in chie Adimall Kingdome ehic Body;.

Spirit, and Soble, which-effiecially doth tefemble
the work of the Philofopliérs. The Body is Earth,the
Spiritis Water, the Soule is Fite, or the Sulphur of
Gold:: The. Spirit augmenteth the quuntityof the
Body; biit the Fite augmenteth the Vertue chereof.
But becaufe there is more of the Spiritin weight,then
isofithe Fire; the Spiritis raifed, and opprefleth the
Fire, and drawesittoit felfe: and fo cvery. one of
them, encreateth in vertue,and the: Barth , whichis
the midle betwixt them éncreafeth in weight.. Let
therefore every fearcher of this: Are. conclude.in his

mind what he feeks for out of thefe three,and let him -

affift it in the ovetcomeing ofits corityary s and;then
let him adde to the weight of Nature his weight,that

the defe& of Nature maybe madeup: by Arr, that:

fhee may overcome what s contrary to her. We faid

in the Element of Earth, thatthe Earth was nothing -

elfe but thie receptacle.of other Elementsyé.e, the fiib-

jo& inwhich thiofe two,Fire and Water,do firive ﬁﬁc ;
. '€

hoaibiond i

b
i
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‘Aire mediating ; if the Water bepredominant , it
‘brings forth things that are corruptible, and conti-
nue but for atime; but if the Fire overcome, it pra-
duceth things that are lafking, & incorruptible. Con-
fider therefore what isneceflary for thee. Moreover
know, that Fire, and Water are in.every thing, but
neither Fire, nor Water makes any thing, becaufe
they only firive together, and contend concetning
fwiftnefle,and vertuc,and this_not of themfelves, but

. by theexcitation of theimrinfecall heat, which by

the motien-of the héavenly vertues is kindled in the
Center-ofthe Earths withoutwhich thofe two could
never doe any thing , but weuld both ftand flill in
their own bound, and weight : but Nature afters
ward joined them two together propostionably, and
then flirres them up by an intrinfecall heat, and fo
they begin-to contend one with theother’; and each
ofithem will call to its help its like,and fo they afcend .
and encreafe, untillthe Earth can afcend ne higher
withthem; in the mean time thofe two by this ze-
taining of the Earth are fubtilized; (for in that fub-
jec of the Earth the Fire, and Water afcend incef-
fantly, and a& threugh the pores which are referved ,
and whiclrthe Airepprepares ) 2ad out of their -fub-
tiliation proceed flowers, andruit,in which theybe-
come friends,as youmay fec in Trees; for by -how
much-the betterthey are fubtilized, and purified by
afcending, fo much the better fruit doe they bring
forth,efpecially it they-end wich their vertues equally
Joined-together. '
Now then the things being purged , and-cleanfed,
‘caife that- the Fire , and ‘Water bee made friends,
which will-cafily bee donein theirown carth, which
Q did
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-did afcend with them; -and then thou fhalt in-a fhor--
tertime pertectit, then Nature could , if thou fhalr
joine them well together, according to the weight of
Nature, notas it was.before,but as Nature requires,
and:as;is.needfull : Becaufe Naturein all compofiti-
ons puts more-of the other Elements. then. of Fire:
alwaies the leaft part is Fire , bur Nature according
as. {hee pleafeth, addes an extrinfecall Fire to ftir up-
that intrinfecall according to more, or lefle, inmuch,

* ot littlé timey and according to-this if the Fire exceed, .

otbeexceeded,things perfe,or imperfedt aremade,
aswell in Mineralls, asin Vegetables. “The extrin-

fecall Fireindeed doth not enter into- the depth of'

the compofition effentially, but enly.in vertue 5 for
theintrinfecall materiall Fige is fufficient for ig felfe,if
-only it hathnourifiment, and the extrinfecall Fire is
nourithmentto it,. and as it were Wood in refpect of
Elementary Fire, and according to fuich a nourith-
ment itincreafeth, andis multiplyed. Yet wee muft
* take heed that there bee not-too much exsrinfecall
Fire, forif any.oneeats.morethen hee is able, hee- is
cheaked : a.great flame devoursalittle Fire :the exs
trinfecall Fire muft be multiplicative, nourifhing, not
devouring,fo thingsare perfecteds Decoction there-

forein every thing is the perfection: fo Natureaddes.

vertue, and weight,and makes perfect. But becaufe it
is hard to adde toa.compound,fince it requires a long
labour; weeadvife that thou; take away. fo-much of
that: which: is- {uperfluous, as.js- needfull,, and.as
Nature requires - The fupcrfiiiities bieing removed:

mix them',. then Nature will fhewthee ,, what thou.

haft foughtaafier.. Thou-alfo fhialt know,. if Nature

bathjoinedthe Elementswell, or. ill together, feeing
. e all
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11 ‘Elements confift in conjunction.: But many. pra
“ctitioners fow Straw, for Wheat ;- and fome both
and many caftaway that ; which the Philofophers
love : fome begin, and end; becaufe of their incon-
ftancy; they feck for a difficult Att, and an eafy la-
boursthey caft away the beft things,& fow the worft:
but asthis Art is concealed in the Preface, fo alfo is
the matter caft away in the beginning. Now wee
fay, that this Art is nothing elfe, but.the vertues of
the Elements equally mixed : jris a naturall equality
ofhot, dry, cold, moift; A joining together of Male,
and Female, which .the fame Female begot, 7. e. a
conjunctionof Fire,and the radicall moifture of Me-
talls.” By confidering that the Mercury of  Philofo-
hers hathin itfelfe sts owne good Sulphur;: more or
efle, depurated, and decocted by Nature, thou maifk
erfect all things out of Mercury : but if thou fhale
li:no'w to adde thy weights.te the weights of Nature,
to double Mercuty,andtriple Sulphur,it wilkquickly
_ be terminatéd:in'good, then in better;untill into beft
of all : although there be but one appearing Sulphur;,
and two Mercupies, butof one roots not crude, nog
too much boiled, yet-purged, and diffolved,. if: thou.
haft underftoad mees: - i B R
Tt isnot needfull to défcribe the matter of the Mer-
cury of Philofophers,and the matter of their Sul-
phur : no mortall- man ever could, orever hereafter:
fhall beeable to.defcribeit more openly, : and cleerly
thenit hath already-been defcribed ; and. named by
the Ancient Philofophers, unlefle he will bee an.Anas
thema of the Are. Forit is fo commonly named,,
thactraly itisnot eftcemed: of,,, therefore:doe Stu-
dents.of this. Artbend ‘their. minds: rather: to-other
S ' fubrilties,,
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fubtilties, then abide in the fimplicity of Nature, Wie

doenbt yerfzay, that Metcury of Philofophers isa

-comwmen thing, and openly named, but the matter
of which Philefophers doe make their Sulphur, and
‘Mereury : forthe Meroury:of Philofophersisnot to
hehsd-of it felfe uponithe Earch;, bur it is brought
forthby Artant of Sulphar,and Mercury joined vo-
gesherit dothmot.come-forth meolight, for itis nas
%ed,buryetis cavered byNaturein.a wanderful map=

" ey To:conclude,weifay with repesting Sulphur,and
Merdury 1o bethe Minc.of ovir Quick-dilver (but se-
ing joined together ) -that Quick-filwer can diffolve
Metalls, kill them, and ‘make ¢hem alive, which.
powerit receiveth from that{harp Sulphur, which is
efitsownnature. Bottharvhonmaiftyerbattercons
«geive it;hearken roime whilft I tell thee the difference
‘which is betwizt our-Quick:filver ; -and :common
Quick-filver, or Mercury. . Common Mercury doth
not diflelve Goldor Silver fo,tha;itcannotbe fepa-
sared-fromthom, - butour Argent wivedoth diffolve
‘Geld, and Sitver,andisnever foparatedfrom them,

~ ‘butises Water mixed with WatersCommon Mer-
~gury hath combuftiblexcvill Sulphur, withwhich it is
'madeblack: but our Argent viveehathin fir incom<
buftible Sulphur, fized, gaod, white,and red. Com-
. ‘monMercury isscold, and moift;our Mercury:s hor,
and moitt. CommenMsrcury makesbodicsblack ,

- -and:Rainsthen : vour Argent wive makes bodies ‘as.
‘whiteasiCryftall. Gommon:Mercury is turned by
predipitation imoa Chrine powder, and an-evill'Sul-
phunourungent-vive byvertue of heat,into moftwhite
Sulphmpgeod Hfixed, andifluxible. :Common Mer::
eutybyhow muctothemoreivisdecocted; the mote
R s fluxible
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fuxible.tr-is : - air Argent vive; by hoiw: much the
mor¢ it i decoated, the mre it is thickneds By thefe
eircumnftances thevefore thow maifk confider how the
Common Meréury differs from the Metcury of Phis
lofophers. - If thowdeft not yet upderftand; do ngt
expeat i, for no mortall manwill ever fmike mare:
plainly, and cleerly, then wee have done : buc. now
of the vertues of it.. Qur Argeoe vive is of fach vers
tuesthacit is of it felf fufficient for thee,and for ix folf
withouv any.addirion -of any: extrancousthing,! ivis-
diffolved, and congealed by anarurall dacoetionon.

by : but Philofophers for breviticsfake adde to it irs

own Sulphur well digefted; and ripened, and fa they
Weecould cite the Wrritings . of Philofophers to-
confitmwhat-we have {aidbut becaufe-we have wrote
clearer things thenare in their Writings!, . they need .
not any confirmation; be fhall underftand who looks -
into other mens writings. Iftherefore thou wilt: fal--
low our advice; Weeadvife thee . that before-thon-
ferreft<hy felfto this:Are,inghe firft place thowleara.
to hold thy tongue, and thar thou inquire. into the
Wature of Mines, and Metalls , as-3l{o- of Vegeta-
bles,. forthou fhalt find our Mevcury in every fub--
ject, and from all things the Mercury of Philofophers:
may bee extracted, although it be neererin onefube
ject, theninanother. Know.alfo for certain,thar this-
Ar is notplaced infortune, or-cafuall invention, but.
in a reall Science, 2ad that there isbut this-one:mat-
tet inthe world, by which, and of -which the Philos-
fophiers Stoneis made.. It isindeed inall things; . but:
in-exsracting of it 2 mans life would fail, and not be:
fufficient.. ¥et without.the - knowledge of nalxlprzﬂ:e
' things;.
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things,efpeciallyin the Mincrall Kingdome, thou
fhalt be like 2 blind man that walketh by ufe. Truly
fuch a.one fecks after the Art butcafually ; and al~
though, as it oftentimesfalls out, that a man may
by chance fall upon the matterof our A:gent vive,
yet then heendsthe worke when hee fhould begin;
and fo as hee found it out cafually; hee lofeth it cafu-
ally, ‘becaufe hee knows not - uponwhat hee fhould
ground his intention. Therefore this Art is the gift
of themoft high God : and unlefle God reveales it
bymeinsofa good wit,or friend,icis hardly known:

"+ for wee cannot bee all as Geber , nor as Lullius

And although Lullius was aman of afubtill wit, yet
if hee had not received the Art from Arnoldus, cet-
tainly hee had been like-unto thofe which'find the
Artwith difficulty : Soalo 4rneldus confeffeth that
heereceived it of a friend. For it is ea