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All Ingenioufly Elaborate Students,
[n the moft Divine My fteries of
Hermetique Learning.

el Fe Subje&t of this enfuing Worke, 7 a Philofo-
Xy Phicall accomit of that Eminent Secret greafur'd

‘:,Et #p in the bofome of Natuce; which bath been fought 1
LT

A 5y for of Many,  but found by 2 Few, matmﬁt&_ﬁa»j 7
: { % Experienc’d Aotiquity hath afforded faithfull

PTG EPIER (though not frequent) Difcoveries thereof. Paff
Ages have like Rivers conveied downé to ns, (pon the floace,) the
more light, a»d Sophilticall pieces of Learning ; but What were
Profound and Milterions, the weight and [olidity thereof, funke to
the Bottome 5 FWaence every one Who attempts to dive, cannst eafily
fetch them s i So, that what our Saviour faidto hiz Difciples, may
(1 kope withawt offence ) be (baken to the Elefled Sons of Are ; Unto
youitisgiven to know the Mylteries of the Kingdome of God;
but to others in Parables, that feeing they might not fee, and hea-

ring they might not nnder(tand,

Owr Englith Philofophers Generally, (like Prophets ) have re-
ceived little honour (wnk (e what huth beene privately paid thens)
in their owne Countrey ; nor have they done any mighty Workes
amonglt us,except in covertly adminiftring their Medicing 10 a few
Sick, - healing them. ( For greater Experiments then What it pey-
formes in Phylick they never publikely made foew of.) Thus did 1.0,
(one of the firft foure Fellowes of the FratresR, C.) in curing the
- young Earle of Norfolke, of the Leprofie ;. and Do&or B, in carry- -
#g off be virulency of the Small-pos, tWice, from Queen Elizabeth;
infomnuch that they never appeared, Butin Parts abroad they have
%ﬂﬂi more nable Reception, and the world greedy of obteyning their

orkes ; nay,(rathir then want the fight thereof ) contented to view
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Prolegomena.

them thrasgh a Teanflation, theugh sever. fo imperfell Witne(fe
what Maietus, Hermanous, Combachins, Faber, and many orbers
have done ;. the . firft of Whick came ont of Geramnieytofive in
England; parpofely that be might [o wnderflavd onr Englila Tongue,
as 2o Tranflate Norton's Ordiallizre Latin verfe, Which moff js-
dicionfly and learnedly be did : Tag (Yo onr. [bame be it Soken) his
Entertainement W tes too courys for f6 deferving & Schollec. -
How greatc a blemifh és ie then to s, that rffxf.ll*gm reade o Famons
Awhors iz onr Naturall Language mhil# Strangers are nece/fitated,
1o Reade thens in Ours, tounderftand thems in their Qwn, Xet think
the dignity of the Subje@t, much mare deferving, then their Paines.

If this We do bust ingenionfly (onfider, Wefballjsdge it more of R eafon
that We looke back sspon, then neglelt (ich picces of Learning. s ave
Watives. of owr owne Countrey, and by this Inquifition, finde so
MNation hath Weitten morgy or better, although at prefent (as wek
virengh exr owne Supinenefle, s the Decrees of Fate,) few of their
Woukes can be forsnd. John Leland toske wery minch paines, sven
at 1he yeilding up of the Gholt, of esr Englith Leamning, o preferve
its late(t(bur weakelt,'canfe almeft (pent) Breath;and from bim]John
Bale,with John Pites(who indeed & bue Bale's Plagiary) bath left ns
s Catalogue of the Writers of this Nation, and that’s neeve all, Tet
Polteriey for this i deeply obliged, What punilhment then did their
peffilent Malice deferve, Who vol'd us of their whole Workes 2

A Juditions Author fpeaking of the Diffolution of osr Monalte-
ries, faith thus : Many Mannlcripts, guilty of no other fuperfliti.
on then Red leccers in the Front,were condemned to the Fire ;
and here a principall Key of Antiquity was loltto the great pre-
jodice of Polterity. fndeed ( flch Was Learnings misfortane, at that
great Devaftation of owr Englilh Libraries, that) where o Red lets

ter or & Mathematicall Diagram appeared, they Were fufficient to
intitle the booke ro fe Popith or Duabolicali,

Our Englilh Nation hath ever beene happy for Lr:lrnit:jg‘ and
Learned men, and to idufirate this, I bape it will not prove diffafl-
f"ﬂrl

As firft the Devyca (the famous and myfevions Druyde) that
were Pricits, Doviners,and Wile men » and 1ok their Originall and
Name from Deuys Sarronyus the fonrth King of the Celes, (fyled
Sapicdtum & Avgunm Door,; who dyed Anme Mundiz069, -
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Prolepomena.’

o1 News the Bardi, wiko colebrared the Tluftrious Deeds of Famous
Men, which they ingenionfly dishos’d i» Heroique Verfe, and fung
theme vo the fiveere Melody of vhe Harpe : Amongit other Teltimo-
nics beveof recevve Chaucer’s '

Ehe ol gentle 15 2ittong in ber drpes

DEvibers abentures maven L apee,

£ puned Gk in her dHother Longue,

wobpth Rarg, With her InGruments thep fomge.

T'hefe Philofophers hadtheir N ame from Bardus Druydas (s 5
King of the Celts,) Who was the fir/t Inventor of Verles, @ Berofius
2ells 1t 3 and dyed An.Mundi 2138, Neirher of thefe SeCs of Philo-
fophers wfed anmy writing ( indeed it Wiz wot Lawfull 5 for,) fach Was

.the Policy and Curiofity of Elder Ages (todefend their Learning
and Mylkeries from the Injrry of Ignorant Interpretations)that they
delivered thems to Pofterity, by Tradition enly. :

Cafar teffifies, (andtis a mble Tellimony ) That the Learning
of the Druydi, Was firft invented in Britaine, and thence eransferrd

“into Brance ; andthat, in all bis time , thofe of France came over
Fitber to be Infirubied. Agricola ( in Tacitus)preferrs the Britaines
before the Students of France ( norwithffanding that they Were of a
docible Wit, and apr te Leatne) in that they were curions in attain-
ing the Bloquence of the Latin Tongue.

As for Magick, Pliny rells s, It flonrifbed in Britaine, and that
ik People thire were [o devoted to it (yea, with all Complemtnts of
Ceremony) aman wonld think that even the Petfian learned bis Ma-
gick thence,

oA Germane Poet, fayes,that when the World was troubled with
PannonickInvafions,Engiand flourifbed in the knoWledge of al good
Arts; and Was able to [end of her Learned Men into other Cosntries,
to prepogate Leatning ; and inflances Winiftid (alsms Boniface the
Devonthire A2an)and Willebroad(rhe Northecne Hdan Jthat were
[ent into Getmany.

Nay more, England was twice Schoole-Miltris zo France ( for fo
fiith Peter Ramns ) wiz: Firfh by the Diuyda (Who taught thens
their Difcipline)and afrerwards by Alcunius, in Charles the Great's
f}!ﬂﬁt&fﬂﬂgh whe/t perfiwafions the Emperou founded the Univerficy
of Paris. |

For the Saxonsit és not 1o be deniva but that many of them , ﬂ.‘ﬁ g
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Prolegomena:

their converfion o Cheiftianity, were exceedingly Learned , aud ¢ -
Jore that, mwnzb aldifted 1o Syuthfaying, Anzury, Divigation by the

Neighing of Horles, Ge. dndris Worththe Ezguiry ( thirebewst .
miove in it then we o-dinarily appreben )why they sn Generall worfbip-
ed Werthug [ i e. Dame Earth ) for a Goddefle, and honopred
Mercury above al the Gads of the Garmanes, Wham they. called
Wooken, (hence [HOVNMIVEY noW o llledneldaps) For, they be-
lieved that this Dame Wethus Lntermedsated in Hamane Aftaires
«nd Relieved rhe Poore; whofe Image was made Armed,Fanding
among Flowere,having in irsright hind « Staffe,asd pr it £ Banner,
wherein was painted a Rofe ; In the other Hand a Ballance, and #pon
the Head thercofa Cock.; onthe Brelt a carved Brare, m_:dﬁqﬁrb'
the Midle,a fixed Scutchion ; in Chiefe whereof w.u aljo « Ballance ;

in Face, a Lyon ; and in Point, a Rofe.«and for their God Ypooen
they efieemed bim as their God of Battaile, reprefenting bins by an
Armed Man, Tnfomuch that wee to this very day retaine the Word
LU00® ameng sty to Signifie Fierce, Furions, Raging, L« When one

3 in a great Rage, we afually [ay he s Y000V ; | So2he Mercary of
the Pailofophers u fbaddowed under the fierce asd terrsble Names of
Lyon,Dragon,Poyfon,cic. Barthis s not All, althengh it be Some-
tking.

f:;'gud %ow tocome yet neever 2o orr Selves : we pnff needs fay that

of Later Timcs [ /ince the Conquelt) omr N ation bath produced fuch
Famous and eminently learned Men,as bave equall d(sf vot furpaff),
the greateft Schiollers of orher Nations, and bappy were We if now
we conld but partake of thofe Legacies they left, and which Bnvy and.
Tonorance has defranded ws_of : ( Howfoever the fmall remainder
which 7 left, we have good veafon 1o prize,

#Fo; out of oive F feing e SHen fapthe, :
@ ometh alle thig neiv @ ozne fro peare to peare;
Fnoontof olve Bokegin good fapthe '
Comethalle thisScepencethar Penleare.)

Thar Eogland hath beene fucceffively esvich'd wirks fwch Men,
our ountry r..‘:'.l.ﬂ':lﬁI ohn Leland (and Inever beard he was Partiall)
absandantly Teltifies : who avers, That Generally Wee bave. bad a
great namber of cxcelemt Wits and Writers, learned With the beft as
Fimes ferved, whabefides their knowledge in the foure '-_I‘nngm:;;f_ :z
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Prolegomena. .
which part of them exeelled , there yeas no Liberall Science or any
Feate concernivg Learning , in which they have nat [peWed ceriaints
Arguments 5 great Feliciry and Wit,And thius much for the Gene-
rality of Learning,

- Nowfora Particular acceunt of the Hermetique Science, vouch-
[afe ( Ingenicns Reader) ro accept the enfuing Collections, yet noe
fo, @s if therein were contained all the Workes of oor Englifh Her-
metique Philofophers, ( for mere are defign’din 4 Seco nd Part ro
folloW and comspleate this a full Theatiam ; se Which G O D allox-

drig e farther Time and Trarquility to ram throwgh it, @i I kave
already this, Lintend [bortly tom. ke ready for the Prefle,) whereby
et miare to manifest what Men we have bad, %o leffe famsoss for this
iin_‘de of Philofophy; then for all other Commendabls Arts and
Sciences,

To adde any thing to the praifc theresf, were bat to bold 2 Candle
before the Sanne ; er fbonld T here deliver a full Ascount of the Mar-
véllos Operations and Effe&s thercof, it would be as far beyond the
Jimits of & Preface, as yemote frems vhe Beliefe of the gereralicy of the
‘World, 2\or doe I excpell that all my Readers fhould comse with an
Engagement, ro believe what I here write , or that there was ever
any [wch thing in rerum naturs @ what we call A Philofophers

‘Stone,mor will I perfWade them to it, S:bm b I minft tell them I have
viot the vanicy to publifls theft Sacred and Serious Mylieries and
Arcana, o Bomances) t4 enough that I knew Incredulity is given
to the world as a panithment. Yt Tle tel theme what one of onr
Ancient Poeticall Philofophers fayes,

3¢ potm oyl ipficy to my Lap,
Homething thereby poko mair finde,
Mhat snap confent pour minbe :

3 5ol not (Rocare £o makie pokv gibe crebence,
et toill fnbe, here in @€ bivence

Fopa
DF the Wrnthsand to IWen that be Lap,
F (64fl riot greatip whatthep fap. -

It profeffe I know enaugh to holdms) Tongue, but et enangh
to Speake : and the no leffe Reall then Miraculous Fruics 1 have
fotnd in my diligent enquiry into thefe Arcana, lead me on to [uch
degrees of Admiration, they command Silence; and force me to lofe
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Prolegomena.,
my Tongue. Tet, as one greatly affelling m]ﬂlli‘l‘t Capntrey, and
the (atssfallion of all Ingenious Artifts, 1 have publs {? their
#fe) thefe enfuing ColleCted Antiquitics ; and foakhere fay foms-
thing mere then they [peak of.

He who foall have the bappine (e to nscet with S. Ductans irorke
De Qccnlta Philofophia, (2 Baoke which E.G. AL made much ufe -
of yand which hall chicfly back what Lere I am abont to fay ) may
therein reade fwch Stoties as will make bins amaz'd to think what
ftupendious aud Immenfe things are to-bee performed by
wertue of the Philofophers Mercury, of which a Talie onely and no
more,

eAnd firi¥, of the Minerall Stone, the Which é wrought up to the
degree anely that hath the power of Tranfmuting mg Imperfect
Earthy Macter into its stmoft degree of Perfefion 5 that i, tocop-
wert the baft(t of Metalls into perfect Gold and Silver ; Flints into
all manner of Pregious Stones 3 [ as Rubies, Saphirs, Emeralds,and
Diamonds, ¢, | and wmany mare Experiments af the like nature.
But as this 1 but apart, [o it i the leaff (hare. of that Blefling
which msy be acquired by the Philofophers Materiayf the full uerese
thereaf Were knovene. Gold Iconfuffe is a deliciors Object, agoodly
Light, which we admire and gazs sspenut Pucri in Junonis. avem ;
bt e ta make Gold ( [aith an incemparable Authour) isthe Ehﬂf
elt intent of the Alchimilts, fo was it fearce any intent of the
ancient Philofophers, and the laweff ufe 1he Adepti made of thes
Materia, : .

For they baing lovers of Wildome mare thon Worldly Wealch,
drove at higher and more Excellent Operations: And certainly He
to Whom the Whale Courfe of Nature fyes apesy, rejaycathaot [o much
that be can make Gold and Silver, or the Divellsizo beconse Sabjett
to bims,as that ke fees the Heavens apen, the Angells'ef God Afeend-
ing and Defeending, and thar lis odon Nanse s fﬂifl writien in the
Book of life. :

N ext, to come to tne Vegitable,Magicall,end Angelicall Stones.
the which have in thems no part of the Minerall Stone ( Quatenus &
Stone, Fermented wirh Metalline: asdEarthy Natute ) for tbey are
marelowfly. Subtile , and each: of them differingin Operation and
MNatore, becanife Fitted awd Formented fop feveralt Bfe@s and
Purpoles. Doubrleffe Adam ( with he Fathers: befbrethe Elqu&
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and finee) Abraham, Mofts, ad Solomon, wrought many Won=
ders by thems, yet the wimoft of their Vertues shey never foully sunder

aodsmor sudeed any but GOD the Maker of All things in Heaven
and Earth,blefled for evermore. .

For; by the Vegitable may be perfeftly knows the Nature of Man,
Bealts, Foules, Filhes, rogether with all kinds of Trees, Plants,
Flowers,gc.and bow to produce and make them Grow,Elourifh e
beare Fruit ; bow to encreaf thens in Colour and Smell , and Whes
and where we pleafe, and atl this ot onely at an inffant,Experimenti
gratia, bt Daily, Monethly, Yearly,az any Time, at any Sealon ;
geayin the depth of Winter. And therefore not unlike, but the Wall-
nut-Tree which anciently grew in Glaftenbury Church-yard, and
never put forth Leaves before S.Barnabies Day , yer then was fully
loaded With them, as alfe the Hawthorne there, [o greatly fam'd for
[hoating forth Leaves and Flowers at Chriltmas , rogether With the
Oake i New-Forrelt i Hamplhire that bore greene Leaves at the
famse Seafon; way be fome Experiments mnﬁ: of the Vegitable
Stone.

Befides the Mafculine part gis Which s wrought up te aSolar
Quality, and throughits exceeding Heat Wil burne sp and deltroy
any Creature,Plant,egc.Z hat Which is Lunar ¢ Feminine (if imsmre-
diately applyed ) will mitigate it with its extreme Cold : and in like
manner the Lunar Quality benwms and congeals any Animall, &,
snleffe it be prefently belped and refolved gr that of the Sun 3 For

b-they both are made out of one Natural Sub{tance: yet 5% Wark-

ing they have comtrary Qualiciessneverthele(fe there # fuch a naturall
A'.%Eﬂmr:e betWeen thews, that what the ane cavnot doe, the other botk

can, and will perform, !
Nar are their inward Vertues more then their outward Beauties;

for the Solar pare & ogi refplendent, cranfparent Luftre , that the
Eye of Man is fcarce able to indure it 5 and if the Lunac part be ex-
pos'd abroad in a dark Night, Birds wid repaire to ( and circulate
abour.) ityes aFly vownd a Candle, and [abmit them/[elves to the
Captivity of the Hand ; And shis invites mee to_ believe, that the
Stone which the ancient Hermet(being then 140 Years old) tooke ont
of the Wall in bis Cell ; and fhewed énmelius Gallus, Ann. 1602,
was of the Nature of this Vegitable Stone : For,(‘#pon the opening
bis Golden Box Wherein s¢ Wi inclafed ) it dilated its Beames ad
g B
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sver the Roome, and that with s great Splendor ; that it overcame

the Light shat Was kindled thevein ; Befides the Hermet ﬂfﬂ’ﬁﬂ' to
project it upon Metall (as being umworthy of ie)bus msade bis Experi-
ment #pon Veronica and Roe.

By the Magicall or Profpc&ive Stone i 7 poffible to difcover any
Perlon inwhat part of the World foever, altbosegh never fo fecretly
concealedor bid 3 in Chambers, Clofets, or Cavernes of the Barth;
For there it makes a [Irifl Inquifition. Tn a word, it fairely prefents
Po yosr wieW even the whole World, wherein 20 behold, heare, or
fee your Defice. Nay more, It enables Mantounderltand the Lan
guage of the Creatures, 4 the Chirping of Birds, Lowing of Bealts,
¢ ¢. To Convey » Spirit into an Image, which by obferving the
Infinence of Heavenly Bodies, Ball become a true Oracle s Andyer
this as E. A. affures you, 7 mot any wayes Necromanticall,or Devi-
lith; éme eafy wonderous eafy, Naturall and Honeft,

Laftly, us touobing the Angelicall Stone, iz js (6 fubtill, fairh e
aforefaid Author,that it can neither be feene, felt, o weighed 3 éue
Talted only. The voyce of Man(Which bears fome proportion to thefe
Jworill properties,) comes flort in comparifen ; Nay the Alr it JSelfe is
wot [0 penetrable, andyer (Ob myflerions Wonder 1 ) A Stone, thae
will dodge in the Fite to Eternity Without being prejudiced, Tthath s
Divine Power, Celeftiall, and Invilible, absve theveft ; and endowes
tbe poffe(Jor Wirh Divine Gifts. Tt affords the Apparition of Angells,

gives a power of conver(fing With thems , by Dreames and R
lations : mar dave any Evill Spirit approach she Place where it lodg-
eth, Becanfe it 75 « Quintefence ‘wherein there is no corruptible
Thing.;;nd where the Elements are not corrupryno Dievill can Ray
or abide. '

S. Dunfton calis 4 the Food of Angels, wnd by others it i
tearmed The Heavenly Viaticum ; The Tree of Life sand & una
dowbtedly (next ander G O D ) whe trwe Alchochodon,s Giver of
Years; for by ir Mans Body s preferwed from Corrnption, being

thereby inabled to live a lowg time wishowt Foode: way “tis made 2
gweftion Whether any Man can Dyerha wfes 32, !ﬁ?m& I doe mot fo.
mich admire, as to think Yoby the Poffeflors of it JBosld defive to live,
what have thfe Mavifeltstions of Glory and Eternity,prefented snto
their Elethly Byes ; fut rasher defiredo be Dillolved and to enjoy the

Jull Eruition, then Isve where theymmff be content with she bar 2 Spe-
zalation, | After.
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After Hermes had ence obtained the Knowledge of this Stone, he
gave ever the nfe of all other Stones , and therain only deliphted «

“Mofes,and Solomon,(together With Hermes were the only three that)
 excelled in the Knowledge thereof, and who therewith Wrosght
Wonders. 3

That there 1 a Gift l:_:f Prophelie hid in the Red-Rone, Racis will
tell you ; for thereby ((aithhe) Philofophers have foreto!d things
to come : Ard Petrtis Bonus avers, that they did Prophefie, not on
ly Generally bug Specially ; baving a Fore-knowledge of the Re-
furreion, Incarnation ¢f ChriR, day of Judgement, and thar the
World fhonld be confumed with Fite : and this not otherwife , thew
froms the Infight of their Operations,

I Briefe, by the true and varions ule of the Philofophers Prima
materia ( forthere are divedfities of Gifts, but the fame (pirit j
the perfeltion of Liberall Sciences are made known , the Whefe Wil-
domc of Nature may b¢ grafped : And ( Notwithfanding What has
been [aid, Tmuft further adde) There are yet hid greater things
then thefe,for we have feen but few of his Workes.

Howbeit, there are but 4 few Stocks that are fitted to Imoculare
the Grafts of this Science o7 : They are Mylteries Incommunicable
to any but the Adepti, and thofe that bave beene Devoted even
from their Cradles to ferve and waite a this Altar: dnd bow rare-
Iy fuch have beew beard of, may appear by Norton:

Fopfel (faith ke ) op feaveely One
: Fin Fifteene Kingdoses havoue Bed S tone.

And they perhaps were ( With 8.Paul ) Canght up into Paradice,
and w be, heard unfpeakeable Words, f6 they, wronght anoperable
Workes; fuch as it is not lawfull for to utter.

OF fuch s thefe therefore will 1glory,yet of my felfc 1 will not
glory,but of mine Infirmities. A5 traly whether fuch were in the
Body or ont of the Body 1 cannot tell, GO D knoweth, doxbe-
b ffe they were not far from the Kingdome of G O D,

But Ifeare I bave waded too farre ; and therefore now to give
forse Particular Account, afive! texching rhe Publication of rhés
Worke, a5 alforhe Difpofition ehereof,and the Nature of the Obfe-
lete Language wherein tis Wristes - T fball'sn the Firft place acquaine
rbe Reader, that the kinde Acceprance myformer Endeavours re-
ceived at the Hands of Candid Artifts in pr#blifbing fomse Chemicail
Colle@ions ; very carneftly iﬂﬁ#edgu 0 finde ot a Sccond Piece

- 2 ' wheres




. Prolegomena.”
wherewith to prefent thofe Gratefutl Perfong pvkerenpomd inten-
dedip rally upfome of ) owis Conceprions i this Sciencey and exs
pofe them 4 Jfo-10 the Telt - Bar (o thriendy reviewing. the Philofos"
phers) I found that many (affuming thas Name) Vorote what thein
Fancies, not their Hands bud wroight, and further shen in. Appre.,
henfion badnet [eene Projeckion ; (amongst whom our Ripley wag
fometime One , as- appeares by his Tngenions Reteattation, bereafter,
mentioned : ) and being truly [fenfible of the great-Injury fuoh:
Workes have dne young Studeats ( ar the firfk not able to diftin.
g#iB, who have written #pos their undeceveable Experience, who
wot 3 and confequently., ot which to follow , or Which te avoyde ) I
withdrew my Thoughts ( kaving never as yet [et my [elfe Effe@tu
ally spon the Manuall Pradife ) lef Ifhould adde to the many In-
jaries the World bas already [ eredy by delivering the bare Med-+
ley of my Dubious Apprehenfions, Without the confident Attelta-
tion of Pra&tife : and be juftly efteemed as indifcrecte s thofe whom

Ripley mentions, that prate
DF Rabin Dodeand of hig Wok,
taihich neber ot therein 3 tvosn.

et fiill caffing about what to make choyce of , at length (by the
iucossragement of [ome that are Indultrious after publique benefit )
Centred. my Thoughts, ‘and fiz'd them on this defigne of Colle@ing
AUl (or as many as I conld mecte With) of owr own Englifh Herme-
tique Philofophers, and to make them publique, <xis

Nor did I'clangs this Re folution With my Clothes,notwithFand-
jng the Difficultics 7 fuwm, ready to.encounter and obftrult the Un--
dertaking : For, befides the Paincs and Caxe that was therennio res
guifie , the Feare of not meeting with, or obtaining- the Originall
Manufcripts, e Authentique Copies of his Nature, (which I knew
26 be in fome Menshands, yet wanting them my [elfe,). [orewe 48
fet , theagh nothing difeonrag'd me : yet was I thirewith free i
plestifally fupplyed by fome worthy andintimate Fricnds , Whom I
wonld gladly bere mention, but thae Iwell kuow rhey delight mot to
fie thesr Names in Print. Thefe bad, Ay Care Wasnexs te difpole
shem in. fich a Scries a4 might be anforerable torheRefpeCtive Times,
Wherein each.hthor Floncithed 3 and withall 1o the beff Advantage
of the laboriows Student. s the wiich 1 have manag'd with fo juft an
Adcquation,as (I hope) Will neither detrail froms ri: dwg Honour of
sbe Qnener. yet diftwmbs or darken sk diraéd path of she Other.

Byt
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Prolegomena.

. Bt whillt Twas doing this, 1 wade a Quetion ( in regard fome
philofophers had writ i Verle , others in Profe ) Which of thefe
frould take Precedency ; and after fome Confiderstion adjudged it to
she Poetique part : Aua that, wot only becanfe its Onginall may

obably Anticipate the time of Orpheus, ( alt bomgh be be noted by
{:hie ros, Piimus Antiltes,Sace rdos,Theologus,F AT ES,& Dolor
totius Grzcorum nationis ) becan(e that Linus is faid to be the moft
Perite of any Lyrick -Poet, and fo Ancient that (ome [uppafe bim

Mafter to Orpheus, vobo writ that admirable Allegory of the Gol-
den Fleece , and Was the firftof all the Grecians that browught the
Chemick Learning ( with other Sciences) est of Egipe, ai the other
the fir(t that brought the Phanician Lf:arnin§ to the Grecians ¢ 1 fay
not only for that it is the Ancienteltand Profe but of Latter ufe with
other Nations:bus becanfe Poetry Lath bin moft Ancicntly sfed with
us,and (as if from A Grant of Nature) beld snguefbionable.

..-fg.diﬂ,l’h‘ Excellent Melody thereof 7 (0 Naturall @nd Univer-
fall,as that it feemes 1o be borne With ali the Nations of the World,
s an Hereditary Eloquence proper 0 o0 Mankinde : Nor was this
allfor I confidered that 3 Claimes a Generall fucceffion, and Res
ception, #n Al Nations, all Ages, Who were never Withont a Ho:
mer, a Virgil,or an Ovid : No not this (mall Segreat of the World

[England] Withent “Rafis Ceftrenfis and an Hortulanus ; For the
Firlt of thefe, His Liber Luminum, 4#d ki Lumen de Luminum, are
she Ancientelt zow extant in LatineVerfe : In the latter o f Which, I
canot onsit this Title of biz, [ Rel ponf{io Rafis Celtrenfis Filio o
Merlino 37 ﬂur:f{cﬂ appeareshe was Merlin's Contemporary (¢

leaft) if not his Malter,in this Abitrufe Myfery, Thefe Workes of

biiave borh Publifbed by Hermannus, bae very lm perfeltly , as I
found by Cemparing tacm with a Manufcript, as ancient as King
John's Time. Andfor tise Sccond He was the firft Chriftian Philo-

‘fopher afterMoricnus,who (rravelirg abroad and retwrning bither in
'she Raigne of William e Conqueron)becanfe he was the firf that

Tranfplanted the Chemicall Mufes frams vemoteft Parts into his own
Counitry;ircalled Garland,2b Coronam Hermeticam & Poeticam.
Biit, to retwrne to oy Matter.

" I neither its Antiquity, wor the Nacurall Ratification,Generall
Suceeflion,and Reception thereof, were enough téaliow it the Righ’=
and of Fellow(hip, yet 1 fuuppofe the Effeéts thereof. ( which [o
affeét and delight the Eae, rejoyce the Heart, fasisfie the Judges

ment; .




Prolegomena.

ment, and indulge the Hearers ). juftly may « Ju vagard Poely has 4
Life, a Pulfe, and fucha fecret Energy, as leawves in the Minde,s far
deeper Tinpreflionghen What ramg in the flow,and evenle(fe Numbers
of Profe s whereby it won fo muchupon the World, That in Rude
Times, and even amonyil Barbatous Nations, When other fares af
Learning flood exvluded, there was nothing more in Eltimation, And
Jor that we call Rythme 5 the Caffome of divers of owr Sagon and
Norman Poets, fhewes the Opinion they had thereof ; whilft the
Latine (nosswithffanding its Excellency ) conld not fufficiently delight
their Bares, wnle[fe their Verfes ( inthat Language, ) were form'd
with an Hemonicall Cadence , and brought into Rythme ; Nor
did the Ancieats srap up their Chiefelt MyReries, any Where elfe;
then in the Parobolical ¢ Allufive pare of Poetry,as the mestSacred,
and Venerable in their ER¢eme,and the fecnreff from Prophane and
Vulgar Wits. For fuch was the ngdmﬂ} of onr Fathers,that thep
Would it willingly bazard(mmch leffe throw Jtheir Child rens Bread
amsong Dogs 5 And therefore their Wifdome and Policy was, Firft,
1o finde ont away to Teach , and then an Arc ( swhich was this) te .
Conceale, T2 word, o prefer Profe before Poetry, iz no ether, or
better, then to ler a Rough-hewen-Clowne, rabr the Wall of a
Rich-clad-Lady of Honour : or 70 Hang « Prefence Chamber Witk
Tarpalin, infead of Tapeltry,

And for thefe Reafons, and out of thefe Refpeds, the Poeticall (as
I conseiv'd) deférved the Precedency, :

HoWbtir probably fome of thefe Pieces ( now brenght to publigus
Light ) #ud welnigh perilb’d in a filent Ruine 3 and Deltru@ion
acompleate Villory over them , but that my Diligence and Labori-
ous Inquificion refewed them from the Jawes thereof : being almoff
guite [Browded in the Dult ef Antiquity,and invelv'd in the obfcurity
of Forgotten things, with their Leaves halfe Worme-caten, -And s
wander ités, that { like the Creatures s Noahs Arke) they were
kitherto (o fafely preférved from thar Univerfall Deluge, Which ( as
rbe Dillolution of Abbies ) overflowed onr greatest Libraries,

eAnd in doing thus, I prefiame ic no Arrogance to challenge the
Reputation of perfirming a Worke, uexct thist of @ Mans owy and
[ometlsing. more, i hat - (avif havingehe Elixir 5t felfe ) Libave
made Qld-Age becorne Young end: Lively, &y reftoring eachiofthe
Ancient Writers ziot only to the Spring of their feverall Brautics, bur
#o ¢ie Somaner of their Strength and Pecfeion,

eds
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- Aiforthewhole \Worke it falfe it is (heav'd wp from a few
gleanings sm part of owr Englilh Fields; where though I have beffaw.
ed my Indaltry to _pm‘:_ wp here and there, what I could finde in iy
way,. yet I belisve there are mauy other Picees of rhis Nature in
privase Hands, which if aity ave pleas’d ( ous of the famse Ingenions
fcore that I'have poblithed thefe,) 20 Communicate to me : 1 fhall
ferthereonavalue futable to the worth of their Favours, and le: the
World know irs Obligation ¢o thems befides.

Tbe Style and Language thereof, may, I confeflt (to fome) feeme
Ickfome and Uncouth, and fo it is indeed to thefs that are frangers
therennto ; but withall wery Significant : 0/d words bave frong
Emphafis ; others may look #pon thens as Rubbifb or Triflcs, but they
are grofly Mitaken : for what fome light Braines may effeem as
Boolith Toys ; deeper. Judgements canand will value as found and
ferious Mateer, g

e Exglifh bave often wavied onr Fafhions(fiech is the levity of our
Fancies) and therefore if you wieet withiSpellings different from thofe
wn #fey 6r mnconsth Words as frangely ridicwlons,ar.a Maunch,Hood,
Cod-picce, or Tinnke-hofe | fxﬂw §ar they Were the fafkionable
Attyres, fo thefe the sfuall Diale@s of thef¢ Titnes : And Polterity
Will pay sus imour own Coyne, frould sve deride the behaviour and
drefle of owr Ancellofs. For WemgtGonfider that Languages which
areanily ufedip o Difconrle) are dn drcontinsali Motacion ; whit
Cultome friugs inve habitgs beff Iilcd for the Prefentwhether it be to
rewive What is lolk; or sutreduce fomething BEW ;or to pisce vp the
prefent , sitf the vetained [iveds of Whir precefied s Buz Jearned
Tongues(swhiich are contain'd swBooks )injay & moredmmutable Fate,
vecanfe sor Nubjed to. be Wafbt aWay wink the daily tyde andcnrrent:
of Tames. They are like the fathion and Diapery wrought s Matble
Statuesmbiohmuf? ever be retained withont alterations
- Andtloerefore that the Truth and Worth of their Waorkes might
recesve no Diminution by wey Tranferiptioh,d purpefely retainid ihe
old Words and manner of their Spelling, as I found them in the Orin-
ginalls (exceptonly fome palpible Miltakes and Blemithes of former
Tranlcriders which I'took upon me to corre@ and purge as litle more
¢pen Latterall ¥mperfe@ions:)yer sot o Kave theReader unfatisfied,
have added aCompendions Table for the Incerpretation of O'd,
unufall,and obfolete Words,and thereby fimooth' d (as J fuppafe) the
Paffige for fuch as have not bitherto bin Converfant in rhefe Ans
cient Rough-hew’d Expreffions. | Wheree




| Prolegomena. |
Wwherefore you ihat love 10 conver e wirh the Dead, or confultwith
their Monuments, draw near : perhaps yow may find more benefit in
thems then the Living;There you may meet with the Genii of esr Her-
{ | metique Philofophers , learne the Language i Which they woo'd and
cosirted Dame Natuce ; and enjoy them more freely, and at Greater
Command,(re fatisfie yourDoubts)then when they Were i the Flelh;
For they have Written more then they would S peake ; and lefe their
Lines /s Rich, as if theybad diffolved Gold in sheir Inke, and clad
their Words with the Soveraign Moylture,

My Annotations are limited Within the Bounds of what is Hilto:
cicall, or whae occalionally muft needs intrench on the Confinesof
other Arts, and all Glofles upon the Philofophicall Worke psrpofely
omitted, for the [ame Realons that I chofe to [end forth other Mens
Children into theWorld,rasher then my oWn. And what prelumptu-
ous Miftaks, or Errors, the Candid Reader Ball meet with,will(
bope)be Cenfured With no le([e Favour and Charity,then that where-
by they are wont to Judge theFaults of thefe they efteems cheir Friends
and Well wifhers.

And now ro Conclude : May the GOD of NATURE be grati=
oufly pleafed(ont of the Immesfe Treafury of hes Goodnefls)revoach:
fafe all fuch(whofe good Angells dirclt thems to,or bave alreadly Reli-
giowfly Engaged them in this MyRerious knowledge)the Fall and En-
sire Accomplifbments of a Trme and Piows Philofopher, [ 70 wit,
Learning, Humility, Judgement, Courage,Hope,Patience,Difcre-
tion,Charity ¢ Secrecie:]T bat fo they may esjey the Fruits of their
Labours, which otherwife Will be bue ¥ain,and unpleafant:asd canfe
Is fly vender the Divine Science and Secret it felfe,Contemptible,

Farewell (Indoftrious Students) and let your Goodnelie ffill is-
vite me to accomplifh the Ead I have prepofed : In doing Which, (I
prefisme) you may one Day efteeme ms, better deferving yowr Patro-
nage ; At leaff-Wife, your charitalle Cenfure + which 5 aB the Re-
compence Expected o Merited, &y bim, Who 5 - ¢

Yours Really Devoted,

E. A fhmole_.

26 Jaw, 165 1
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LI ber ifte Clericis monftrat [cientiam,

Liber [ed Laicis asger infcitiam :

Liber, bonores juvans per copiam :
Et Liber paupernm fugans inopiam : |
Liber fiduciz eft & veritatis : |
Regibus confilinm, doitrina Prelatss :
Et Liber utilss wiris beatis
Vivere quicupisnt abfy, peccatis.
Liber fecretwm, Liber doni Dei,
Electis [emita, vires bona [pei,
Falens confantibus firme fidei :
Ve non credentibus werbis oris mei,
Guarnnt Alchimiam,_ falfi quoqne reiti :
Falfi fine numero, [¢d bi funt rejeéti,
Et cupiditatibus (bew) ot funtinfeéti,
Dauod iuter mille millia,vix funt tres electi,
Iftam ad [cientiam wmulti [unt vocats
Nobiles, o panperes infcii, literaris
Qui noplunt labores, neque tempus pati -
Ideo nom perficient quia funt ingrati.
Liber Artis filios docet iffe [atis,
Duibus hec percipere deses dedit gratis,
Verficulis propheticis quatnor bis credatis,
Omnia dat graiis divina fons pietatis.
Hac nobilis Eﬁm:ﬁg eft tantum f!}:.r data,
Gui diligunt juflitiam mente cum beata
Dolefis, & mpmﬂﬁ?m&{ ed eft denegata,
Propter peccata tardantur munmera grata.
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His Booke the greate f{t Clearkes mayteach,
I But fhortencth the Vulgar-Reach:
A Booke thar gers ‘by Wealth) Remowne,
And Boggles at athred-bare-Gowne :
A trufty-Booke of faithfull-Things
Inftructing Priefts, Advifing Kings:
A Booke that’s ficted for the fzace
Of Man, who lives without effence :
A Booke of fecrets given by God s
To men Elect, s Beaten- Trod :
Availing fuch as conffant be
In Faithjand Hope,and trufting Me.
Good Men and Bad , even Numberlefle,
(The latter, burwithout fuccefle)
Defire the drt - Butftill(Alas !
They arefogiven to dvarice,
That of a Million, hardly three |
Were ere Ordaind for Alchimy,
Yet many calledevery Hoare,
Lears'dand Unlearned, Rich, and Poore
Who'll neither Tesd nor take the Paines 4
And thereforeTrudge without the Gaines.
On whom God doth this 4r¢ beltow,
Her Sons may herein fully know : S
. - CLE LOUEC
By thele * foure-lines you may believe Propherick
H ‘{ fb ﬂ é} = S=i, ek dines i.::_::r.'l.&l:i
eayen aotp ai t IH%J Jraiy give. from Sir Fobit
This 4rtinfuch you only finde by
As Fuftice love, with [potles- Minde : srsinl
But tis deny’d to guilefull Men , Tauro, .

For fin protratls the gifts of Heaven.
C:

Thele




Sape Reges Anglie decoraffes hac yes,
Firmaiin domino ﬁu{i&: eorums [pes 5

1lle fed qui capies per hauc rem honores,
Antiquos mores mutabit in mcliores.
Ifte cumque wenerit, regnam reformabit,
Virtutibus ¢ moribus, & exemplum dabit
Sempiternum Regibuss plebs tunc jubilabit,
Et mutno [e diligens landes Deo dabir:

O Rex, hec faifurus - Denwm Regem ora,
Et ejus anxilium pro ve hac implora :
Tunc regi juito fulgenti mente decora
Grata{upervenient gwa #en (perabitur bora.




Thele had adorn’d the E nelifh-Throne,
1f chey had trufted Gedalone:
For he that hereby Hosor winns,

Shall change the old for better things. '

And when he comes to 7#le the Land,
Reforme it with a wertwous hand :
Leaving examples of good deedes

To every King that him fucceedes :
Then fhall the People FubiliZe

In mutuall love 5 and [acrifife
Praifesto God. O King that fhall
Thefe Workes ! implore the God of all
For timely helpe,in this geod thing :
‘Soto a Fuff,and Glerions King,

M oft goodly Graces [hall defcend,
When leaft look’d for : To Crowne kis End.

Cs




Tue PRoHE ME.

C O the honor of Ged,Onc in Perfons three,
24’5 | This Boke is made,that Zay-men fhulde ic
&7 2| And Clerks alloe, after my deceale, (fee,
: o| Whereby all Zay-men which putteth |
: (them in preafe, |
A0l Tofecch by Alkimygreat ryches _t?:- winn - |
May finde goodCounfell ey they éch warke begin, !
And greate deceipts they may hereby cfchewe,
And by this doétrine know falf men from trewe.
NathlesClerks greate feacreats heete may leare,
But all Zay men (hall finde heere caufe o feare,
And to beware of fal(illafions,
a Which Multiplyers worke with their Conclufions : 4
| But for that I defire not worldly fame,
- But your good prayers, unknowne fhall be my name.
That no man fhulde therafter fearch, ne looke,
But'wilely Confider the flowers of this booke :
Of every eftate that is within Mankind
If yee make fearchmuch people ye may finde,
Which to 4lkimy their Corage doe addrefs |
) Only forappetite of Lucre and Riches.
As Popes with Cardinalls of Dignity,
Archby[hopes with Byfbopes of high degrec,
With 4bbots and Priors of Religion,
With Friars,Heremites, and Preess manie one,
And Kings with Princes and Lords great of blood,
For every cftate defireth after good ;

| . : And
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And Merchaunts alfo which dwell in the fiere

Of brenning Covetife, have thereto defire;

And Commen-workemen will not be out-lafte,

Tor as well as Zords they love this noble Crafte ;
As Gouldfmithes whome we fhulde left repreve
For fights in their Crafc meveth them to beleeve::
But wonder it is that Wewvers deale with fuch warks,
Free Mafons and Tanners with poore Parifh Clerks s
Tailors andGlafiers woll not thereof ceale,

And cke fely Timkers will put them in'the preafe
With greate prefumprion;but yet fome collour there was,
For all fuch Men as give Tincture to Glafle:

But many Artificers have byn over-fwifte

With hafty Credence to fume away theirthrifte:
And albeit thatlofles made them tofmarte,

Yet everin hope continued their hearte,

Trufting fome tyme to fpeederight well,

Of many fuch truly I can tell,

Which in fuch hope continued all their Iyfe,
Whereby they were pore and made to unthrife :

It had byne good for them to have left off

In feafon, for noughte they founde but a fcoffe,
For trewly he that is not a greate Clerke

Is nice and lewde to medle with this warke

Ye may truft me welldt is no{mallinginn

To know all {ecreats pertaining ro the Myne;
Foritis moft profound Philsfaphie,

The {ubtill {cience of holy Alkimy

Of which Science here I intend ro write,

Howbeit I may not curioufly indire.

For he that fhulde all a common people teache,

He muft for them ufe plaine and common fpeache
‘Though that I writcin plaine, and hoemely wife
Nogood Man then fhulde fuch writenge difpite.

All
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All Uitaiters that write of this Selefie werke |
They made their Bokes 1o many Men full derke,
In Poyfes, Parables,and in Metaphors alioe,
W hich to Shollers caufcth peine and woe:
Forin their pra&ife whan they would it aflay,
They leefe-their Cofts, as men fec aldaye.
Hermes, Rafis, Geber, and Avicen,
Merlin, Horsolan, Demecrit, and Morics,
Bacop, and Raimond, with others many moe
Wrote under covert, and «Arifforle alfoe.
For what hereof they wrotewith theirpenn,
Their Cloudy Claufes duiled many Men:
Fro Lay.men, Fro Glearks, and fo fro every Man
They hid this #7¢that no Man finde it cana.
By their bokes do they fhew Reafons faite,
W hereby much people are brought into difpaire.
Yet Anaxageras wrote plaineft of them all
In his boke of Converfions naturall s
Of the old Fathersthar ever I founde
He moft difclofed of this Science the grownde 5
W hereof Ariftetle had greateenvy,
And him rebuked unrightfully
In many places, as T can well report,
Intending that men to him fhulde not refort: -
For he was large of his cunning and love,
God have his foulein bliffe with him above :
And fuche as fowed envious {eede,
God forgive them their mildeede,
As the Mounke which a Boke did write
Of a thoufand receipts in mallice for defpight;
Which be coppied in manya place
W hereby hath beene made pale many a Face;
And many Gewnds have byne made bare of hewe,
And men made fals which before tyme weretrewe,
W herefore

nl
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Wherefore my Pitty doth me conftreyne

To fhew the trewth infewe words and plaine ,
Soc that you may fro falle doétrine flec,

If ye give Credence to thisboke and mee
Avoide your Bokes written of Receipts,

For all fuch Receipts are full of Deceipts 5

Truft not fuch Receipts, and lerne well this Claufe,
Nothing & wrenght but by bis proper Casfe :
Wherefore that Praétife falleth farr behinde
Wher Knowledge of the caufe is not in minde:
Therefore remember ever more wifely, {whie.
That you woorke nothing butyou knowe howe and
Alfoe he that would in this Arre proceede ,

To elchewe falihood he hath greate need :

For trewth is good which this 4rfe muft guide,
Wherefore to falfhood ye may never {lide

But ftedfaftly your minde muft be fec,

Fals Colloured Metall never to Counterfett 5

As thei that fecke Blanchers or Citrinacions,

W hich woll not abide all Examinacions,

W herewith fals Plate they make as they cann

Or Money to beguile fome good trew I{Ia:nn:

But God hath made that of thisblefled A7te,

All that be fals fhall have thereof nee parte;

He muft have Grace that would for this Arze {ue,
Therefore of right him needeth to be trew :

Alfo he may not be trobled in his Minde

With outward charges, which this.4rte would finde:
And he that would have his intent,

- He muft have Riches fuflicient.

In manly wayes he maie not looke

But only purfue the order of this Boke;

Named of A lkimy the Ordimall,

The Crede mihi, the Standard perpetwall :

D Foy
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For like as the ordinall vo Preefts fecteth out

The fervice of the dayesas they goe aboute :

Soe of allthe Bokes unordered in AMkimy

The effect is here fet out Orderly:

T herefore this Boke to an Afchimister wile,

Is a Boke of incomparable price

Whole.ereweh fhall never be defiled,

Though it appeare in homely "wife compiled :*

And as I had this 4r¢e by Grace from Heaven,

I give you the fame here in Chapters fcaven:

As largely as by my fealty I may,

By licence of the dreadfull Judge at domes daye.
The firft Chapter thall all Men teache

W hat manner People may this Science reache,

And whic the trew Seience of  alkimy,

Is of old Fathers called Bleffed and Holy.

In the [econd Chaprer maie befayne,

The nice Joyes thereof, with the greate paine.

Thethird Chapter for the love of One,

Shall trewly difclofe the Matters of our Stone -
W hich the Arabies doon Elixir call :
Whereof it is, there underftonde you fhall. -

The fowerth €hapter teacheth the groffe Werke,
A foule laboure not kindly fora Cleske, =
In which is found full greate travaile,

With many perills, and many a faile.

The fift Chaprer is of the {ubtill Werk,
Which God ordeyned only for a Clerke -
Full few Clerks can it comprehend,
Therefore to few Men is the Seience fend,

The fixt Chapter is of Concord and love,
Between low matares, and heavenly fpheares above -
Whereof trew knowledge advaneeth greatly Clerks, =
And caufeth furtherance in our wonderfull werks.

The
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The feaventh Chapter trewly teach you fhall,
The doubtfull Regiments of your Fires all,

Ow Soveraigne Lord God me guideand {peede,
For to my Matters as now I will proceede,
Praying all men which this Boke fhall finde,
With devoute Prayers to have my f{oulein minde ¢
And that noe Man for berter ne fgr worle,
Chaunge my writing for drede of Gods ¢urfe :
For where quick fentence {hall feame not to be
Ther may wife men finde fclcouthe previtye;
And chaunging of fome one fillable
May make this Boke unprofitable.
Therefore truft not to one Reading or twaine,
But twenty tymes it would be over fayne;
For it conteyneth full ponderous fentence,
Albeit that it faute forme of Eloquence 5
But; the beft thing thatye doe fhall,

Is to reade many. Bokes, and than this withall.

B 2 Cuar.
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Nortons Ordinall,

Caap. L

__ JISI:I‘?EFU“IT]EWE}’IGEEandﬁrthimﬂﬁl'}l:
9| 1s the tinGture of holi calkimy:

A wonderfullScience,fecrete Philofophie,
¥re| A fingulargrace & oifte of th’almightie:
' Which never was founde by labour of
But it by Teaching, or Revelacion begann. (Mann,
It was never for Mony fold nebought,

By any Man which for it hath fought :

But giventoanable Man by grace, ({pace.
Wrought with greate Coft, with long layfirand

Ic helpetha Man when he hathneede,

It voydeth vaine Glory, Hope, and alfodreade::

Tt voydeth Ambitiou(nefle, Extorcion,and Excefle,

It fenceth Adverfity that fhee doe not oppre flc.

He that thereof hath his full intent,

Forfaketh Extremities, with Meafure is content.

Some people would not have it cauled Holy,

And in this wifethei doe replye,

Thei fay how Painims maie th's Arte have,

Such as our Lord God woll never fave :

For theiy wilfull fals infidelitic,

The caufe of goodnes, poffeffours cannotbe.

Alfoe it maketh none other thing

But Gold or Silver, for Mony, Cupp, or Ring.
Whiche of wife men is pmv:cf and well founde

Leaft verteous thing that is upon the Ground.
Wherefore concluding all men of that fect;

Say, how this Science n’is holy in effeét.

To this we fay and wittnes as we cann

How that this Science was never tougheto Mams
D 3 But
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But he were proved perfectly with fpace,

Whether he were able to receyvethis Grace :

For his Trewth, Vertue, and for his ftable Witt,
Which if he faulte he fhall never have it s

Alfo no man coulde yet this Sezence reach,

But if God fend a Maffer him toteach:

For it is {oe wonderfull and foe (elcouth,

That it muft needes be tought from mouthto mouth:
Alfo he muft (be he never foeloathy - ° S
Receive it with a moft facred dreadfull Oath,

That as we refule greate dignitic and fame,

Soc he mult needly refufe the fame.

And alfo that he fhall notbe fo wilde /g Judl
Toteach thisfeacret to hisowne chitde s A4
For nighnes of Blood ne Confanguinity

May notaccepted beto this dignity: - 00y

Soe blood ds blood, may hﬂvrﬁe:ccf noe part, - - .

But only vertue winneth this holy Arre: 7 7 o
Thercfore ftraightly you fhall fearchand fee,

All manners and vertues with th’abilitie

Of the perfon which fhall this Seyence leere,

And inlikewife make him ftraightlicfiveré :

Soc that noe man fhall leave this Av#e behinde,

But he an able and approved Man can finde;

When Age fhall greeve him ro ride or goe,

One he may teach, butthen never no moe :

For this Science muft ever fecree be,

The Caufe whereofiis this as ye may fee ;

It one evill man had hereofall his will

All Chriftian Peafe he might haftilie fpifl,

And with his Pride he might pull downe =«

Rightfull Kizgs and Princes of renowne :

Wherefore the fentence of perifland jeopardy ,

Upon the Teacheryefteth dreadfully.

Soe
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So than for doubt of fuch pride and wreach,
He muft be warc that will this Seience teach':
No Man therefore maie reach this greate prefent,
But he that hath vertues excellent.
Soc though Men weene Poffeffours not to aide,
T o hallow this Science as before is faid 5
Neither feeme not bleffed effe¢tually ,
Yet in her Order'this Science is boly.
And forafmuch as noe Man maie her finde
But only by grace, fhe is holy of her kinde-
Alfo it is a worke and Cure divine,
Foule Copper to make Gold or Silver finc:
No man maie finde fuch chaunge by his thought,
Of divers kinds which Gods hands have wroughe.
For Geds Conjunétions Man maie not undoc,
But if his Grace fully confent thereto,
By helpe of this Seience, which our Lord above
Hath given to fuch Men as he doth love s
Wherefore old Fathers conveniently
Called this Science Holy Alkinzy.

Therefore noe Man' fhulde be too fivifte,
To caft away our Lords blefled guift:
Confideringe how that Almighty God
From great Doétours hath this Science forbod,
And graunted itto few Men of his mercy,
Such as be faithfull trew and lowly.
And as there be but Planers (caven
Amonge the multitude of ftarrs in Heaven :
Soe among millions of millions of Mankinde,
Scarflic feaven men maie this Science finde.
. Wherefore Lay-men ye may lere and fee
How many Deé#ors of great authoritic,
With many fearchers hath this Science fought,
Yet all their Jabours haw turned into noughrs
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Ifthei did coft, yet found thei none availe,

For of their purpofe every tyme thei faile ;

And in defpaire thei reafon and departe,

And then thei (aid how there is noe fuch arte -

Bur fained Fables thei name it where thei goe,

A fals fond thing thei fay it is alloe :

Such Men prefume too much upon their minde,
They weene their wites fufficient chis 4r¢e to finde.
But of their {launder and words of outrage,

We take thereof trewlie liccle Charge

For fuch be not invited toour feaft,

W hich weeneth themfelves wife and can doc leafke.
Albeit fuch Men lift not lenger to perfuc,

Yet is this Science of «Aalkimy fall trew 5

And albeit fome }Jmudc Clerks fay nay

Yet every wife Clarke well confider may,

How he whiche hereof might no trewth fee

Maie not hereof lawfull wittnes be,

For it were a wonderous thing and queinte,

A man that never had fightto peinte.

How fhoulde a borne blinde Man be fure

To write or make good Portrature.

Tobuild Poules fteeple might be greate doubr,

For fuch proude Clerks to bring aboute 5

Such might well happ to breake their crowne,
Ere they coude wifely take it downe.

Wh:ref{nre all fuch are full farr behinde,

To ferch out the fecreateft pointe of kinde-
Therefore all Men take theire fortune and chaun ce,
Remir fuch Clerks to their Ignorance.

N'Dw ye thae will this Science purfue,
Learne yeto know fals Men from trew.

- All trew fearchers of this Science of Alkimy,

Muftbe full learned in their firft Philofophic :
Elfe
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Elfe all their laboure fhall them letand greive,

As he that ferccheth Waterin a Sive 5

T he trew men fearch and feeke allalone

In hope to finde our delectable ftone,

And Fnr that thei would that noMan fhulde have lofle,
They prove and fecke allat their owne Cofte;,

Soe their owne Purfes they will not (pare,

The?i make their Coffers thereby full bare,

With greate Patience thei doe proceede,

Trufting only in God to be their fpeede.

He fals man walketh from Towne to Towne,
For the moft parte ina chreed-bare- Gowne;
Ever (earching with diligent awaite
To winn his praye with fome fals deceit
Of fiearing and leafing ; fuch will not ceafe,
To fay how they can Silver plateincreafe. . .

And ever they rayle with perjury;
Saying how they can Mulciplie
Gold and Silver,and in fuch wifc
With promife thei pleafe the Covetife,
And Caufeth his minde to be on him fett,
Then Fallchood and Covetife be well mett.
But afierwards within alirtle while
T he Multiplier doth him beguile
With his faire promife, and with his fals othes,
The Covetifeis brought to threed-bare clothes :
Butif he can haftily be well aware,
Ofthe Multiplier and of his Chaffare ,
Of whofe deceipts much I canreporte,
But I dare not leaft I give comforte
To fuch as be difpoled to Treachery 5
For fo much hurte mought come thereby ;
Wherefore advife you and be wie,
Of'them which proffer fuch fervife.
E
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Chap. 1. 1f they had Cunning have ye no doubt,

N ortons

They woll beloath to thew it out :
When fuch men promife to Multiplie,
They compaffeto doe fome Villony,
Some trew mans goods to- bearc awaye 5
Of fuch fellowes what fhulde I aye ¢
All fuch falfe men where ever thei goe,
They thulde be punifhed, thei be not fo.
Llpon Natwure thei falfely lye
For Mettalls doe not Multiplie
Of this Sentence all men be fure,
Evermore Arte muft ferve Nature,
Nothing mulciplieth as Auctors fayes,
But by one of theis two wayes,
One by rotting; called Putrefaétion,
That other as Beafts, by Propagation s
Propagation. in Metralls maie not be,
But in our Stone much like thing ye may fee.
Putrefadtion muft deftroy and 5 cface,
But it be don inits proper place.

HMestalls of kinde grow lowe under ground, °
For above erthruft in them is found ,
Soe above erth. appeareth corruption,
Of mettalls, and in long tyme deftruction,
Whereof noe Caufe is found in this Cafe,
But that above Erth thei be not in their lace..
Contrarie places to nature caufeth H-riF ;
As Fifhes out of water lofen rheir Lyfe:.
And Man, with Beafts, and Birds Livein ayer,
Biit Stonc and Mineralls under Erth repaier..
Phyficians and Appoticaries faue appetite and will
Tofeech water flowers ona dry hill : ;
For God hath ordeyned of his wifdome and grace,
Allthings to grow in. their naturall place,

'ﬁg:ﬁn&:
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Againft this doirine fome Men replic,

And fay that Mettalls doe Muluplic :

For of Silver, Lead, Tinn, and al{o Brafle,

Some veyne is more, and fome is lafle,

Or which diverfitic Nature fhulde ceafe,

I Metealls did not multiplic and increafe;
Whercfore they fay tha reafon fheweth nowe,
How that under Erththey multiplic and growe 3

W hy not then above Erth in veflells clofe and faire,
Such as {bulde preferve them from FrreWater and Aier¢
Hereto we {ay this reafon is but rude,

For chis is noe perfect fimilitude 5

For caufe cfficient of Mettalls finde ye {hall

Only to be the vertue Minerall,

Which in everie Erth is not found,

But in certaine places of cligible ground s

Into which places the Heavenly Spheare,

Sendeth his beames direétly everie yeate.

And as the matters there difpofed be

Such Mettalls thercof formed fhall you fce.

Few grownds be apt to {uch gencration :

How fhoulde then above ground be Multiplication®
Alfoall men perceyven tﬁar be wile,

How Water conjealed with Cold is yic 5

And before tyme it harded was

Some lay in more places and fome in lafle,

As water in foffes of the Carte-whecle,

Woete veynes imale whan chey began to kecle,

But water in ditches made veynes more,

" For plenty of water that was therein froare.
Herruﬁun to fay it were ioe good advice,

That therefore of yfe thould multiply more yfe.
Soe thoueh there be of Mettalls veynes more and laffc,

It proveth notshat they increafe more then it was ,
E 2 Alloc




Mﬁﬂn:

Chap.x.  Alfoe ye may truflt without any doubt,

If Multiplying (hould be brought about :
All thengredience muft draw to fimplcity,
And breake Compofition as yearly ye may fee:
For Multiplying of Hearbes how Nature hathprovided,
That all things joyned in the feede be divided:
Elfe ftalke and leaves which vertually cherein be,
May not come forth a&tually that eye-mought them fee..
But Mettall holdeth his holle Comp oficion,
When corrafive waters have made diffolucion :
Therefore fyth yfeis nerrer to funplicity,
Then is Metrall, and maie not increafed be,
Trewly ye maie truft as I' {aid before,
How of one ounce of Silver, maie Silver be noe more. ™
Alfonothing multiplyed fhall ye finde, :
But it be of Vegetative or of Senfitive kinde:
W here Metralls be only Elamentative,
Having noe {eede, nether feeling of life 5
Wherefore concluding all Multipliers muft ceafe,
For Mettalls once Mettalls fhall noe more increafe 5.
Nathlefle one Mereall tranfmuted we finde,
Unto a Mettall of another kinde,
For propinquity of matter that in them was,
As it is knowne betwixt Iros and Braffe. \
But to make trew Silver or Goldis noe ingin, '
Except only the Philofophers’ medicine. o ST
Wherefore fuch leafings as' Multipliers ufé;
Clerks reprove and urterly refufe;
Such art of Multiplying is to be reproved,
But holy «4lkimy of rightis to be loved,
Which treateth of a precions Medicine,
Such as trewly maketh Geold and Silver fine :
Whereof example for Teftimonie, '
Isin a Citty of Cazrleny.
Which
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Which Raymond Lully, Knight; men fuppofe,

Made in feaven Images the erewth to difclofe s

Three were good Silver, in fhape like !Ffdies bright,
Everic each of Foure were Gold and dida Knight:

Tn borders of their Clothing Lettersdilappeare,
Signifying in Sentence as It ieweth here.

1. Ofold Horfhoes (faid ane) I was yre,

Now I am good Siler as good as ye defire.

,. Twas (faid another) Tros fet from the Mine,

But now 1am Gould pure perfectand fine.

2. Whilome was I Copper ofan old red pann,

Now am [good Silver, faid the third womans. :
4. The fourth faidc, 1 was Copper growne in the filchy
Now am I petfedt Gonld made by Gods grace.  (place,
s, The fiftfaid, I was Stlver perfeét through fine,

Now am I perfeé Goulde,excellent,better thenthe prime.
6. T was a Pipe of Leade well nigh two hundred ycare,
And now toall men good Silver 1 appearc. .

7. The feventh faid, 1 T.eade am Genld made for a Maiftrie, -
But trewlic my fellowes are nerer thercto then I.

This Science beareth her name of a King,

Called Alshimus, without leafing :

A glorious Prince of moft noble minde; |

His noble vertues holpe hiny this arteto finde

He fearched Natnre, he wasnobil Clerke,

He left Exrorcion, than fought and found this werke.
King Hermes alfoe he did the fame, -

Being a Clerke of Excellent fame ;

In his Quadripartite made of A Fﬁrafa 7ie,

OF Phyfique and of this Arre o Alkimy,

And alfo of Magique naturall,

As of four Scienses in nature paffing all.

And there he faid thar bleffed is hee

That knoweth things truly as thei bee.

E 3
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Chap, 1. And bleflcd is he that maketh due proofe,

For that is roote of cunning and roofc ;
Forby opinion is many a Man
Deceived, which hereof litle cann.
Anold Proveibe, 1» « Bufhell of weeninge,
Is not fonnd one handfull of Cunninge :
With due proofe and with difcreet affaye,
Wife men may leare new things every day.
By Cunninge,Men know themfclves and every thinge ;
Man is but a Beaft and worfe without Cunninge :
But litle favour hath eyery Man
To Science whereof he licle can;
And litle Cunning maketh men proud and wilde,
Sufficient Cunning maketh men full milde,
Nobil men now in manner have delpighte
Of them that have to Cunning appetite :
But noble Kings in auncient dayes,
Ordained (as olde Auctors faics, )
That the feven Sciences to learnc andscan,
Shulde nonebut only a Nobleman 4
And at the leaft he fhulde be o free,
That he mought Studie with libertie;
Wherefore old Sages did them call
The [eaven Sciences liberall -
For he that would leare them perfectly and well,
In cleete liberty he muft dwell.
From worldly warkes he muft withdrawe,
That would lerne but Mans Lawe:
Much more the Worlde he muft forfake,
Which many Sciences woulde overtake.
And for that caufe Men may well fee,
Why Cunninge men difpifed be.
Yet nobil Memory fhall never ceafe,
Of him which Cunninge doth increafe.
Hee

g;* .
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Hee which loveth Cunaing, Juftice, and Grace
Is (et afide in many a place 5
But whoe to Courte bringeth in with guile,
Profit, or prefent, he is the Man that while.
W herefore this Science and many Graces moc,
Be loft and be departed all ye fro.
And furthermore remember what I {ay,
Sinn caleth faft for his ending day :
Covetile and Cunninge have di{corde by kinde ;
Who lucre coveteth this Science fhall not finde;
But he that loveth Science for her owne kinde,
He may purchafe both for his blefled minde.

OFf this Chapter more I need not teach,
For here appeareth what men may it reach :
‘That is to remember only the trewe,
And he that is conftant in minde to purfue,
And is not Ambitious, to borrow hath no neede,

" And can be Patient,not haft K for to {peede;

And that in God he {et fully his truft,

And that in Cunning be fixed all his luft 5
And withall this he leade a rightfulllyfe,
Falfhoode fubduinge, fupport no finfull ftrife :
Such Men be T_pt this Science to attaine,

The Chapter following, is of Joy and paine.

Cuarr. 1L

G Oﬂmmﬁy aurithed a Mowke of late,
2Bl Which deceived Men of every ftate,
# Buc before that done he in his fantazic;
Weened he had canght this 4r¢ fully.
Such rejoycing thereof he had,
That he began to; dote and to be madde.

(0} 3
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N ortons
Of whofe Foyes (albeit they were fmalle)
For anenf{ample I write this Tale.
This Monke had walked about in Fraunce, -
Raunging Apoftatain his plefaunce.
And after he came into this lond,
Willing Men {hould underftonde;
How that of 4lkimy he had the grounde,
By a Boke of Receipts which he had founde.
In (urety thereof he fet all his'minde,
Some nobil A&¢'to leave behinde,
Whereby his name fhould be immortall,
And his greate Fame in Jaude perpetuall.
And ofte he mufed where to beginne,
To fpend the riches that he fhulde winn,
And ever he thought loe this I cann,
W here mought 1 finde fome trufty Man,’
Which would accorde now with my will,
And help my purpofe to fulfll.
Then would I make upon the plaine
Of Salisbury gloripus to be {aine,
Fifteen Abbies in a little while,
Onc Abbie in the end of every mile.
Hereupon this Menke to me reforted,
Of truft (he faid) which men of me reported,
His forefaid mind he did to me tell,
And prayd meto keep his great Councell.
I faid before an Image of Saint Fame,
"That I would never difclofe his name 5
Yet I may write without all vice,
Of his defires that were fo nice,
When he had difcovered his great Cunning,
He faid that he faughted nothing,
But a good meane for his folace,
To labour to the Kings good grace,

To
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To ger lycence of his eftate,

And of his Lords mediate, _
To purchale lond for the Abbies aforefaid,
For which all cofte fhould be well paied s
But yet he had grear doubt and feare,
How to purchale,of whom,and where.
When I had heard of this greate werke,
I fearched (to wit) what manner of Clerke
He was, and what he knew of Schoole,
And therein he was bura Foole.

Yer I {uficred, and held me ftill,

More to lerne of his lewd Will.

Then faid 1, it were alewd thinge,

Such matter to fhew unto the Ksnge
Butif the proofe were reafonable,

He would thinke it a foolifh Fable.

The Monke {aide how that he had in fire,
A thing which fhulde fulfill his defire,
Whereof the trewth within forty.dayes,
I{hulde well know by trew affaies.

Then 1 faid, I would no more that tyde,
But forty dayes I faid  would abide.
When forty dayes were gone and paft,
The Monkes Cratte was cleane overcaft.
Then all his 4bbies and all his thought,
Was turned to a thing of nought 5

And as he came, he went full lewde,
Departing in a minde full threwd:

For foone after within a Little while,
Many trewe men he did beguiles

And afterwards went into Fraunce.

Loe ! this was a pittifull chance,

Thar fifteene Abbies of Religion,

Shulde in this wife fall to confufion.

F Greate
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Great wonder was what thing he meant,
And why he fet ail his intent

Abbies to build; then was it wonder,.
Why nould he live Obedient under,

But be Apoftarta, and range about,

This bleffed Science to finde outs

‘But as | wrote above in this Boke,

Letno Deceiver after this Seience looke..

AN other Enfample isgood to tell,
Ofone that trufted to doe as well

As Raymond Lully, or Bacen the Fricr,
Wherefore he named himfelfe fannce peere 5
He was Parfon of a little Town,

Not farr from the Citty of Londen

W hich was taken for halfe a Leach,

But little cunning had he to Preach

He weened him fure this 4r7eto finde 5

His Name he would have ever in minde

By meanesof a Bridge, imagined in dotage,,.
To be made over Thamses for light paffage - -
Whereof {hulde growa Commion cafe,
All the Countrey thereabout to pleafe.

Yet though he mighe thav warke fulfill;

It might in no wife fuffice his will ;
Wherefore he would fet upin hight, .

That Bridge for a wonderfull ﬁg%u: :

With Pinacles guilt fhining as goulde; .

A glorious thing for men to-beholde.

Then he remembred of the newe,

- How greater fame fhulde him purfue,

If he mought make that Bridge fo bright,
T hat it mought {hine alfo by Nighre.
And {o continue and not breake,

Thanall the Londe of him would fpeake..

Bug
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But in his minde ran many a doubt,

How he might bring thae warke about 5
He trowed that Lampes withlights of fire,
Shulde well performe his nice defire;
Wherefore Lampes for that intent,

He would ordaine fufficient :

But then he fell in full greac dreade,

How after the time that he were deade;
That light to find Men would refufe,

And chaunge the Rent to fome other ufe.
Then thnugghtt he wellis him that wifte,
In whom he mought fet alb his cruft 5

At the lafte he thought to make the light,
For that Bridge to fhine by nighte,,

With Carbuncle Stones, to Make men wonder,
With duble reflexionabove and under:
““Then new thoughts troubled his Minde, -
Carbuncle Stones how he mought iind 5 -
And where to find wife men and trewe,
Which would for his intent purfue,

In feeking all the Worlde about,

Plency of Carbuncies to find outs

For this he tooke foe micle thought,

That his fatt flefh wafted nigh tonought :
And where he trufted without defpaire,
Of this Science to have been heire,
When the yeare was fully come and goe, -
His Crafte was loft, and thrift al(o '
For when that he tooke up his Glaflc,
There was no matter for Gold ne Braffe :
Then he was angry and well neere wood,
For he had wafted away his good :

In this wife ended all his difporte,

What fhould I more of him report.
] S




L3 23 .7\@:‘1:&11;
i Chep.2.  Burthat Lay-men and Clerks in Schooles,
{k Maie know the dotage of theis two fooles,
i Remember this example where ye goe;
For in fuch Mindes be trewlie many moe:
Theie lewdly beleeve every Conclufion;,
Be it never {o falle an elufion :
B | If it in boke written they may finde,
Thei weene it trew®, thei be fo lewde of minde..
Such lewde and hafty confidence,
Caufeth poverty and lewde expence.
“Ofrruft of this Arze rifeth: Joyes nice,
Yor lewde hope #s fooles Paradice.
The trewe tought Children made this confeffion, .
Lord without I:%n:e all is digreffion ;
For as thouarte of our Science begininge,
Soe without thee may be noe gnﬂf endinge.
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S of the Foyes of this Arte ye have fecne,

Soe fhall ye now heare {ome deale of the Paize :
Albeit contrary to the appetite

Of them that hath to this Se7ence delight.

1l - The
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The firft Paine is to remember in minde, Chap.z.
How many feeken, and how few doc finde,
And yet noc Man may this S¢ience wynn,
But it be tought him before that he beginn
He is well lerned, and of full cleere witt,
Which by teaching can furely learncit:
* Of many diverfitics he muft be fure,
Which {ecreats woulde know of ‘working Nature :
Yet teaching maie not furely availe,
But that fometime fhall happ a man to faile s
As all that be now dead and gone
Failed before theie found our Szemé =
One tyme or ocher, firlt tymc or lafte,
All Men failed till trew Practife were pafte s
No Man fooner faileth inheate and colde,
Then doth the Maffer which hafty is and boulde:
For noe Man fooner maic our Worke fpill,
Then he that is prefuminge his purpofe to fulfill:-
Bur he that (hall trewlic: doe the deede
He muft ufe providence and ever worke with dreade;
For of all paines the moft grevious paine,
Is for one faile to beginn all againe.

Every man fhall greate Paine have
When he fhall firft tiis Arte coverand crave,
He thall oft tymes Chaunge his defire,
With new tydings which he fhall heare s
His Councell fhall oftentimes him beguile,
For that (cafon he dreadeth noe fubtile wile:-
And oftentymes his minde to and fro,
With new Oppinions he fhall chaungein‘woe -
And foe long tyme continuein Phantafie,
A greate adventure for him to come thereby :
Soe of this Artebe lyc never {o faine

Yet he muft tafte of manie a bitter paine.
F3 Of




r'r_'|

30

In three wifes to let he woll awaite;

|
N ortons |

chap. 2. OF Paines yot. T mufk (hewe more, |

Againft your appetite thoughit befull fqrr::.

Trisgreate Paing, asallwile-men gefle;

To witt where a trewe Maffer is:

And if ye finde him, it will be Paine,

Of his trewe love to becerteyne,

Forafmuch 2s noc Man maie teachbut one,
Of the making of our delicious ftoné s
Andalbeit yee finde him that will ye teach,
Yet much trouble and paines may ye reach;
For if your minde be verceoufly fer,

Then the Dewsl will labour youtoletes

With Haste, with Defpaire, and with Deceipte :
For dreade of Vertue which ye maiedoe,

When ye thulde attaine this grace unto.

The firft perill aforefaide isof Hafte,

Which caufeth moft deftruion and walle;

All Au&ors writing of this 1rre,

Saye hafte is of the Dewils parte ;

The little Boke writ of the Philofophers feaft,
Saith, omnis feftinatio ex par:fdfn&ﬂﬁ eff:
Wherefore that Man fhall fooncft fpeede,
Which with greate Leafure wifely woll proceedes
Upon affay ye fhall trewly knowe

Thar who moft hafteth hetrewly thalbe flowe s
For he with hafte fhall bringe his warke arrcare,
Sometymes a Moneth, and fometymes awhole Yeate
And inthis _47te it fhall ever be foe,

That a hafty Man fhall never faile of woe :
Alfoe of hafte ye may trewly be fure

That {he leaveth nothing cleane and pures

The Dewil hathnone (o fubtill wile

Aswith hattinefle youto beguile s

Therefore
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Therefore oft tymes he will affault

Your minde with hafte to make dcfanlt;
He fhall finde grace in Towne and Land,
Which can haftines all ‘tymes wichftand :
I‘-iﬂ all tymes, for in one pointe of tyme,
Hafte may deftroy all your engines
Therefore all hafte efchewe and feare,

Asif thac fhe a Dewil ivere.

My witt trewly cannot fuflice,

Hatfte {ufficiently for to defpifes

Many Men have byne caft in greate care,
Becaufe thei would not of hafte beware :
But ever call upon to fee an end,

Which is temptation of the Fende ;-

Noe more of hafte at this prefent,

But bleffed be ever the Patient. .

VVHen with Haffe the Feind hath nocavaile,
- ¥ Then with Defpaire your mind he will affailes -
Aud oft prefent this Sentence to your minde,
How many feeken, and how few maie finde, .
Of wifer Men then ever were yee::

What furetie than to you maic bez

He woll move yeto doubtalfo

Whether your Teacher had it or noe 5

And alfo how it mought {o fall,

That part he tought you but notall ;;

Such uncertdinety he woll caft out,

Tolet your minde with greevous doubt s

And foe your Paines he woll repaire

With wann hope and wich much Defpaire 5
Againft this affault isro defence,

But only the vertue of Confidence : -

To whoie reafon fhulde youleade,

Thatyou fhall have noe caufe to dreades
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If yon wifcly call to your minde
T e vertuous manners, (uch as you finde
In your Maffer and your 7 eacher,
Soe fhall you have noe neede. to feare;
If you confider all Circum(tances about,
W hether hsé:{ﬂught you for Love or for Doubt ;
Or whethet,Motion of him began,
For it is hard to truft fuch a Man :
For he that profereth hath more neede
Ofyou,then you of him to {peede.
This wife certainely ye maie well win,
Before that you your warkes do begin ;
When fuch certainety ye truly have,
Fro Difpaire ye maic be fure and fave.

But who can finde fuch a Maffer out,
As was my Mafter , him needech not to doubt :
Which right nobil was and fully worthy laude,
He loved Juftice,and he abhorred fraude;
He was full fecrete when other-men were lowde,
Loath to be knowne that hereof ought he Coulds
When men dﬂ'{pu:cd of Colours of the Rofe,
He would not fpeake but keepe himfelfe full clofe 5
To whome Ilaboured long and many a day,
But he was f{olleyn to prove with ftraighe affaye ,
To fearch and know of my Difpofition;
With manifold proofes to know my Condition :
And when he found unfeigned fidelity,
In my greate hope which yet nothing did fee,
Atlaft I conquered by grace divine
His love, which did to.me incline.
Wherefore he thought foone after on a tyde,
That longer delayes 1ne fhulde abide;
My manifold letters,my heavie heartand cheere,
Moved his Compaflion, thei perced him full neere

Wherefore
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Wherefore his Penahe would noe more refraine, Chap. 2.
But as heere followech foe wrote ke againe. :

MY very trufty,my deere beloved Brother,

I muft you anfwer, it may be none other ;
The tyme is come you fhall receive this Grace,
To your greate comfort and to your folace :
Your honeft defire with your greate Confidence,
Your Vertue proved with your Sap'ence ;
YourLove,your Trewth,your longPetleverance,
Your ftedfaft Minde fhall your Defire advance:
Wherefore it is neede that within thort fpace,
Woee fpeake together, and fee face to face:

If T fhulde write, I hulde my fealcy breake,
ThereforeMouth to Mouth I muft needes fpeake;
And when youcome, mine Heier unto this Arte
I will you make, and fro this londe departe.

Ye fhallbeboth my Brotherand myne Heier,
Of this greate fecrete whereof Clerkes defpaire:
Therefore thanke God which giveth this renowne,
For it is berter thento were a Crowne :

Next after his Saints, our Lord doth him call
Which hath this Ar¢e to honour him withall :
Noe more to youat this prefent ryde,

But haftily to fee me, difpofe you to ride.

His Letter receiving, I hafted full fore,

Toride tomy M::?hr an hundred miles and moye .
And there Forty dayes continually, ’
I ia:arped all the fecreats of dlkimy :
Albeit Philofophy by me was underftonde,
As much as of many other in this Londe,
Nethles Fun[cs which for their S¢ience (o he,
Ween that in forty dayes it wilbe wmuggbt.
Betweene Forty dayes warke now ye may fec,

And Forty dayes lerninge is greate diverfitie -
G Then
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Chap, 2. T hen darke doubts to me appeared pure,

| * % *There fownd I difclofed the Bonds of Natures

| The caufe of Wonders wete to me foe faire,

| And fo reafonable, that I could not difpaier,

\ If your Maffer and ye refembleall aboute

My good Maffer and me; than have ye no doubre.

He third impediment deceipt we call,

Amongft other to'me the worft all 5
1h And that is of Servannts that fhould awaite
| Lpon your warke, for fome can much deceipte s
Some be negligent,fome fleeping by the fire,
Some beill-willd, fuch fhall let your defire 5
Some be.foolifh, and fome be over bold,
Some keepe no Counfell of Doétrine to them tould 5
S ome be filthie of hands and of {leeves,
Some meddle ftraunge Matter, that greately greeves
Some be drunken, and fome ufe much to jape,
Beware of thes if you will hurt efcape
The Trew be foolifh, the Witty be falf‘r:'j,
"That one hurts me Sore, that otherals:
For when I had my warke well wrought,,
Such ftale it away and left me nought.
Then I remembring the coft, the tyme, and the ;paine,
Which I thulde have to begin againe ,
With heavie hearte- farewell adieu faid 1,
I will noe more of Alkimy.
But howe that chaunce ‘befell that Seafon,_
Few men would it beleeve by reafon:
YetTenn perfons be witnes trew all
How that mifhapp did me befalle,
W hich might not be'only by Man,
Without the Devil asthey tell can.
I made alfo the Elixer of life,
Which me berefta Merchaunt’s wife :

The

B e e ———
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The Quintefens | made allo, Chap. 2.

With other fecrets manie moe,

Which finfull people tooke me fro,

To my greate painc and much more woc :
Soein this worke there i1s no moreto {aine,
But that every oy is medled with his paine.

F Paine there is a litle yet behinde,

Which is convenient to be had in minde;
T hat fell upon a blefled Man 5
W hereof the trewth report I cann.
Thomas Dawlton this good man height,
He ferved Godboth day and nighr,
Of the Red Medicine he had greate Store,
1 crowe never Englifh man had more.
A Squier for thebody of King Ehward,
W hofe name was Thomuas Harbert,
Tooke this Danlton againft his deficr,
Out of an Abbie in Gloncefter-fbier,
And brought him in prefence of the King,
Whereof Deluss had fome tiding,
For Daslton was whilome Deluis’s Clerke s
Deluis difclofed of Daultons werke:
Deluis was Sqwier in confidence
With King Edward oft in his prefence.
Deluis veported that ina little frounde,
How Danlten had made to him athounfand pound
Of as good Goulde as the Royall was,
Within halfea daye and fome dele lafle;
For which Delus [warc on a Booke.
Then Danlton on Deluis caft his looke,
And faid to Deluss, Sir yoube forfwore,
W herefore your hert hath caufe to be fore.
Of nothing faid he, that I now have told,

Witnes our Lord whom Frdas {ould.
G 2 Bur
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But once faid Delwis I {ware tothee,
That thou fhouldft not be uttered by me
Which I may breake well I underftand,
For the Kings weale and for all his Lande.
Then {aid Daslten full foberlie,
This anfwer voydeth no perjury.
How fhould the King inyou have Confidence,
Your untrewth confefled in his prefence.
Bue Sir faid Daulton tothe Kings Grace,
I have bintroubled oftin manya place
For this Medicine grevioufly and fore,
And now I thought it fhould hurt me no more :
Wherefore in the wabbie where I was take,
I caftitina foule and Common lake -
Going to the River which dotliebb and flowe,
There is deftroyed as much riches nowe,
As would have ferved tothe Holy land,
For twenty thoufand men upona band.
Tkept it longe for our Zords blefled fake,
To helpe a Kinge which that journey would make,.
Alas Daulton then faide the Kinge,
It was fowly don to (pill fucha thinge.
He would have Daulton 1o make it againe,
Dawlton faid it might not be certeine :
Why (faid the Kinge) how came ye thercby?
He 1aid by a Channon of Lichfielde trewly,
Whofe workes Dawlton kept dilligently,
Many. yearcs till that Chanpnon muft dye.
And for his fervice he faid in that fpace,
The Cannon gave him allthat thereof was;
The Kinge gave to Danlten Marks foure,
With liberty to goe where he would that house,
Then was the Krnge in his herte fore;
Thar he had not knowne Dawlton before.

And
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And ever it happneth without leafinge,

Thar Tyrants befull nigh to a Kinge.

For Herberte lay for Dawlton in waight,

And brought him to Stepney with deceipte.
The fervaunts of Herbers the mony tooke away
Which the King gave to Daslson that day.
And after Herbert carried Daslton farr,

From thenceto the Calleof Glowceiier,
There was Daslton prifner fulllonge,

Herbert to Danlton did mickle wronge
Frothence he had himto prifon faft

T'o F#9¥, till foure yeares were nigh paft,

And after he brought him out to dye;

Daslton to death obeyed lowly,

~ And faid Zord Fefwe blefled thou be,

Me thinks I have byne too lnn%: from thee.
A Science thou gaveft me with full greate charge,
Which I have kept without otitrage-

I founde noe man yet apt thereto,

To be myne Heyer when Tam goe:
Wherefore (fweete Lord)now [ am faine

To refigne this thy gnift to thee againe.

Then Daslten made devout prayers, and ftill
With(miling cheere he faid now doe your wil.
When Herbert fawe him fo glad to dye,

Then ran water from Herberts Eye:

For Prifon ne Death could him not availe
To winn this 4r#¢, his Crafte did him faile.
Now let him goe faid Herbers than,

For he fhall never hurt ne profett man.

But when Daslton from the block {hould rife;
He looked forth infull heavie wife,

And (o departed with full heavie cheere,

It was not his will to live one yearc.
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This was his Paineas I you tell,

By men that had no-dread of Hell.

Herbert dyed foone after in his bed,

And Deluis at Tenxbary loft his head ;

This wife greate Paine,as you may fee,
Followeth this 4rein every degree.

Heere loft the King all hisintent,

For Herbert was proude and violent ,

Soc nobil a man to opprefle with pride,

And like a Fellone him leade and guides

Where that by goodnefle patience and grace,
There might have growen full grear folace ,

As well tothe King, yc may underftonde,

As for th'eafe of Commons of this londe s

But wonder not that grace doc nor fall,

For finn reygneth in this londe over all,

Loe here was grace full ready at honde,

To havecealed Taxes and Tallages of this londe 5
Whereby much Love and Grace would have be,
Betweene Knight-hood Prieft-hoode and Comminaltie.
Here ye maie {ee how vicious violence

Maie not purchafe the vertueof (apience :

For vice and vertue be things conurary,
Therefore the vicious maie not come thereby ;

If Vicious men mought lerne this Science,

They would therewith doe wondrous vielence =
And with Ambitioufneffe grow evermore
Worle of Conditions then they were before.
Now is this Chaprer of Foy and Paine gone,

The Chapter following theweth Matters of our Stene. |

CHars
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CHJ‘;LF. T

=\ 0 N (ile was a labourer in the fire
“i Threelcore years and more to win his defire:
ci Brian was another,withHoalton in the Wefte,
UGBS T hes were ever bufic, & could pra&ice with
But yet this Sezence theinever founde, (the beft :
For thei knew not the Matters, ne the Grounde,
But rumbled foorth,and evermore they fought,
They (pent their lyfe and their goods to nought ;
Much loffe, much coft, much anguifh they bought,
Amonge their Receipts which they had wrought :
Then made Tonfile to me his greate complainte,
With weeping Teares he faid his heart was fainte;
For he had fpendedall his lufty dayes
In fals Receipts, and in fuch lewde affayes 5
Of Herbes, Gommes, of Rootes and of Grafic,
Many kindes by him affayed was,
As Crowefoote, Celondine and Mizerion;
Vervaine, Lunara, and Martagon :
In Antimony, Arfenick, Honey, Wax and Wine,
In Haire, in Eggs, in-Merds, and Urinc,
In Calx vive; Sandifer, and Vitriall,
- InMarkafits, Tutits, and every Minerall ,
In Malgams, in Blanchers, and Citrinacions,
All fell to nought in his opperacions:
For he confidered not huwic did rage,
When to Geds proportions he layde furcharge :
After all this, he thought nothing fogood,
To worke upon as fhulde be mans Blode;
Till that I faid how blode would waftc and fume.

In mighty fire,and utterly conlume.

For
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For Chrift his love then faide he teach me,

W hereof the fubftance of our Stene (hould be :
Tonfile (faid I) what fhulde ityouavayle
Such thing to know ¢ your lims doth you faile
For very Age, therefore ceafe your lay,

And love your Beades, it is high time to Praye;
For if you knew the Materialls of our Szane,

Ere you could make it your dayes would begone.
Thereof nocharge good Maffer (aid he,

It were {ufficient Comfort now to me |
To know the trewe Materialls without wronge
Of that Stoms which I have fought foe longe :
Tenfile ({aid I) It is noe litle thinge,

Whereof you would have trewe tydinge ;

For many Auctors write of this doubte,

But none of them ftheweth it Cleerly oute :

For Auctors which of this 472¢ doe write,
Befought God (as witnefleth Democrite, )

That Ec unpained would fro this Worlde take
Their Soules whom he tought Bokes thereofto makes
For greatly doubted evermore all {uche,

That of this Seyeace they may write too muche :
Every cach of them tought but onc pointe or twayne,
Whereby his fellowes were made certayne -

How that he was to them a Brather,

For every of them underftoode each other:

Alfoe they wrote not every man to Teache,

But to fhew themfelves by a fecret Speache :
Truft not therefore to reading of one Boke,

But in many Au¢tors works ye may looke 5

Liber librum apperit faich Arnold the greateClerke,
Anaxagorasfald the fame for his werke :

Who that {lothfull is in many bokes to fee,

Such one in Pracice prompt (hall never be ;

But
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But Tonfile for almes I will make no ftore

Plainly to difclofe it that never was done before,

By way of anfwer for your recreation,

If ye cann wifely make Zaterrogasion.

Good Mas#er (faide he) then teach me trewly,

W hether the matters be So/ or Mercury?

Or whether of Sel or Lase it maic be,

Or whether I {hall take them all three ,

Or Solby it {elfe, or Mercury alone,

Or Salpher with them,for matrers of our Stone ¢

Or whether 1 fhall (4l 4lmeniack take,

Or Minerall meanes, our Stone thereof to make ¢
Here be many queftions Tonfile,{aid I,

Wifely remembred and full craftily ;

You name it not yet but onely in generall,

For you muft take fome deale of t%ltis things all 5

Of'thefe and of other you muft take a parte,

One time or other to minifter this 4rte :

Many things helpeth to apt our Stone,

But two be Materialls, yet our Stameis one;

Berweene which two is fuch diverfity,

As betweene the Mether and the Childe may be :

An other diverfity berweene them find ye fhall,

Such as is found betweene Maleand Female :

T heis two kindes fhall doe all your fervice,

As for the White werke (if you can be wife 5 )

One of thes kindes a Stone ye fhall finde,

For it abideth fire as ftones doe by kinde :

But it is no Stone in touching ne in fight, f-

Bur a fubtill Earth, browne, roddy, and not bright :

And when itis feparate and brought ro his appearage,

Then we name it our grounde Litharge,

Firft 1t is browne,roddy,and after fome deale white,

And then'itis called our chofen et arkafite ”

H ne
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One ounce thereof is better then fifty pounde;
It is not to be fould in all Chriftian grounde;
But he that would have it he fhalbe faine

To doe it make, or take himfelie the paine ;
But onc greate gracc in that labour is faine,
Make it once well and never more againe,

Olde fathers called it thinge of vile price,

For it is nought worth by way. of Marchandife :
Noe man that findeth it woll beare it awaie,
Noe more then thei would an Ounce of Claye 5
Men will not beleeve that it is of high price,
No man knoweth it therefore but he be wife.
Here have I difclofed a greate fecret wonder,
Which never was writ by #bem which been erth under.

-'.AN other Stonme Tenfile you muft have withall,
Or clfe you fawte your cheefe Materiall
hich is a Stone glorioufe faier and bright,
In handling a Stone, and a Stonein fight-
A Stone glittering with perfpecuitic,
Being of wonderfull Diaphanitie 5
The price of an Ounce Conveniently,
Is twenty fhillings or well neere thereby :
Her name is Magwetia, few people her knowe,
She is fownde in high places as well as in lowe s
Plato knew her ;;mptrty and called her by her name,
And Chancer reherleth how Titanos is the fame ,
In the Channons Yeomans T aile faying whatis thus,
But quid ignotum per magis ignotins :
Thatis to {ay, what may this be,
But unknowne by morc unknowne named is flies
Nethles Tonfile now 1 will trewlie teach
What is Magnetiato {ay in our (peache:
Magos is Greeke,Mirabile in Latine it ys,
L8 15 Mozey, yeos Seience, Ais God ywifle.

: " Tha
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T batis to-fay-it-is fucha thinge, . <V Slomeui
Wherein of Money is wonderous divine Cunninge 5

Now here you may know what is Magaetia, . -

Res eris inqualatet feientia divinagque mira. - *

Thies two Stomes Tonfile ye muft take SR -
For'your materialls; Ebxir if ye make: ** - 57

Albeit che firft tyme materialls be nomore,. '

Yet many things helpethas I faidgbefore. = -

T his fecrece was never before thisdaye

So trewly difcovered, take ic for your praye;

I pray God that this turne not me to'Charge,

For 1 dread fore my penn goeth too large: S
For'though much people perecive nor this Sentence, -/ '
Yet fubill Clerks have too much Evidence s -~

For many Clerks be fo cleere of wite, .~

1f thei had this ground, thei were fure of it 5 o i
Wher our Lord hath ordained that no man it finde,

But only he that is of verteous minde : :
Wherefore olde Fathers Covered for great reafon,

T he Matters of our Stone dilclofed at this fcafon.

Other Materials ye {hall none take,

But only thejs two oure whi’e fone to make

Except Sal Armoniack with Sulphuy of kinde,

Such as out of Metrals ye can finde 5

Theis two woll abide to fulfill your defire,

The remnant will void when thei come to-fire;

Swlpher woll brenn and chaunge Collours faft,

Burour Litharge abideth firft-and laft :

Ye may not with mettals or Quickfilver beginn,

'To make Elixir if you intend to winn :

Yet if you deftroy the whole Compofition,..

Some of their Compoundswill help in'Conclufions ™ . =
And that is nothing Els of that one or that other,
But only Magnetia and Litharge her Brother.

K 2 Chap.
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Cuar. IV.

F e grofle Warke now I wil not fpare,

)| Though it be fecrete, largely to declare :

{ To teach you the trewth is myne intente,

As far forth as I dare for Gods Com-
( maundement.

I will informe and guide you in the way,

In fuch wife asyou may finde your praye:

Ifyou confider how the partes of Werkes,

Be out of Order fec by the old Clerks,

As 1 faide before, the Maffers of this Arte,

Every cach of them dilclofed but a parte

Wherefore though ye perccived them as ye woulde,.

Yet ye cannot order and joyne them as ye fhulde.

‘Arnold theweth in his writinge,. |

How our finall fecret is to know the thinge

Whereupon our-worke fhulde take her grounde,

And how pure Natures & fimple may be found :

In shis Boke begining multipharie.,.

He faich in our grounded Matter two kindes be's:

But how to find them he kept that in ftore,

Ye have their Names the laft Chapter before.

Freer Bacon difclofed more of that pointe,.

When he faid, Departe ye every joynte

I8 Elementa propingua-: take good heede thereto;

But unwife Doctours never worken{oe,.

But headly they proceed 2s men well nigh madd,

To the Matters divifible moe Matters rﬁc? adde::

Soe when thei weeneto bringe forth a Flower,

They doe nothinge but multiply Errour..

There cefed Bacon, and o docother fuchy;.

For very dread leaft they fhulde fhewtoo much:

H 3 Avicen:
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. Awvicen in Porta wrore, if ye remember,

How ye fhulde proceede perfedtionto ingcndtl';
Trewly teaching as the pure trewth was,
Cowiedas ut bibas, et bibas ut Comedas,

Eate as it drinkecti, and drinke as it doth eate,
And in.the meane [eafon take it a perfect {weate.
Rafis et the Dietary and fpake fome deale farr,
Non tamen comsedat res feféinanter,

Let notyour Matters eate over haftilie,

But wifely confume their foode leafurelic.
Hereof the Prophet made wondrous mention,

Y f ye applie ic to this intention.

Vifitafts terram, & inebriafti eam,
cAatultiplicaiti locuplesare eam

Terram [raftiferam in [alfuginem,

Et terram (ine aqua in exitus aquarsm, &

If it & have plenty of Meate and of Drinke,

Men muft wake when they defier to winke:

For it is laboure of watch and paines greate.
Alfothe Foode is full coftly meate;

Therefore all Poore men beware {aid Arneld,
For this 4rtelongeth to greate men of the worlde.
Truft to his words ye Poore men all,

For I am witnes that {oe ye finde fhall,

Efte longanimis ¢ [wavis faid he,

For hafty men th’end fhall never fee.
Thelengthe of clenfing of Matters infe&ted,

Deceyveth much People, for that is unfufpeéted.
W herefore Poore men put ye notin preafe,

Such wonders to {eech, but in feafon ceafle.
Excellc for one halfe quarter of an howre,
May deftroy all : therefore checfe fuccoure

Is Primam pro que, ¢ wultimum pro quo non, -
To know of the fimperinge of our Stowe.

- T
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Till it may noe mote fi doe not ceale, C .
And yet lgng: Cmtiu;% may not caule increafe. i
Reme mber that WaterwillBuible and boyle, |
But Butter muft fimper and al{o Oyle.

And foe with long leafure it will wafte,

And not with bubling made in hafte :

For doubt of perrills many moe then one,

And for {upergreffion of our ftone.

Amongft grofle Workes the fowleft of all

Is to clarifie our meanes Minerall.

Extremities may not be well wronght,
Without many Meanes wilely fought.

And everic Meane muft be made pure,

Ifthis worke fhulde be made fure.

For foule and cleanc by naturall lawe

Hath greate difcord, and foe hath ripe and rawe.
Stedfaft to ftedfaft will it felfe combinde,

And fleeting to fleeting will drawe by kinde:
And ever where as the Concordanceis more ,
Natures will drawe that were ellwhere before
T his groffe Worke is fowle in her kinde,

And full of perrills as ye fhall it finde.

No mans witt can him foe much availe,

But that fometyme he fhall make a fayle,

As well as the Lay-man foe thall the Clerke,

And all that labour the groffe werke :

Whereof Anaxagores (aid trewlie thus,

Nemo primo fronte reperitar difcretns.

And once I heard a wife man fay,

How in Catilonia at this day,

Magnetia with Minerall meanes all,

Be made to faldif ye for them call,

Whereby the honds of a cleanly Clerke,

Shall not be filed abou fo foule a werke.
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And longe tyme fooner your Worke Tunderftonde,
Shulde-be farronward before honde. - '

For if you fhulde make all things as T cann,

Ye might be weary before your worke begann.
The Philofophers warke doe not begin,

Till all things be pure without and within.

We that muft feeke Tinéture moft fpecious,
Muft needely avoyd all things vild and vicious.
Of manifold meanes each hath his propertie,

To doe his Office after his degree=

With chem hid thingsbe out fett,

Somethat will helpe and fome that would lete.
Our Appoticaries to drefle them can no skill,
And we to teach them have no manner of will :
Whereof the caufe trewly is none other,

But that they will councerfaict to beguile their Brother,
Rather then they will take the paine

Thereto belonging, ere they fhould it attaine:

It is there ufe whereof my here is fore,

Much to defire and litle to doe therefore.

Who would have trewe warke he may no laboure fpare,
Neither yer his Purfe, though he make icbare :
A ndin the Groffe Warke he is furtheft behinde,
That daily defireth the end thereofto finde.

If the groffe warke with all his Circum#ftance,
Were don in three yeares, it were a blefled chance -
For he that thallend it oncefor certeyne,

Shall never have neede to begin againe,

[t he his Medicine wifely can Augment

For that is the Maftrie of all our intent,

It needeth nor to name the meanes Minerall,

For Albert writeth openly of them all.

Much I might write of nature of Mynes,

Which in this Grofle Warke be bur enginess

For
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For in this Warke finde ye nothing fhall, .
But handie-erafte called Arte Mechanicall »
Wherein an hundreth svayes and moe,
Ye maic committ afaulte as ye therein goe.
Wherefore beleeve what nicf Auctors tell,
Without Experience ye maie not doe well.
Confider all Circum{tances, and fet your delight
To keepe Uniformity of all. things requilite.
Ul one manner of Veflell in Matter and in Shape,
Beware of Commixtion that nothing mifcape.
And hundreth faultes in fpeciall,

- Ye maie make under this warning gencrall.
Nethles this Doétrine woll fuffice,
To him that can in Praé&ife be wile.
If your Minifters be witty and trew,
Such fhall not neede your warkes to renew...
Therefore if ye woll avoyde all dreade,
In the Gmﬂ'z Warke doe by my read :
Take never thereto no Houfhold-man,
Thei be foone weary-as I tell cann 5
Therefore take noe man thereto,
But he be Waged,however you doe;
Not by the Moneth, as nigh as ye maie,
Neby the Weeke, but bythe Daye :
And that your Wages be to their minde,
Better then thei elfewhere can finde,
And chat thei neede not for Wages fue,
But that their Payment be quick and trewe ;
For that fhall caufe them to love and dreade,
And to their Warks to take good heede,
For doubt leaft theibe putawaye,
For Negligence of them in one daye :
Houfhold-men woll not doe foe,

From this Warke therefore let them goe.
[
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it Chap. 4. 1f 1 had knowne this, and had done foc,
I had avoyded mickle woe.

4 Alfoe in this Warke muft be Liberty,

4 Without impediment, in everic degree,

o With divers Comforts peynes to relcafle

ol Of labours continuall which maie not Ceafes 3
! Els anguifh of Labour and Melancholly,

r Mought be Caufe your Warkes to deftroy.

i Of the groffe Warke it needes to fhew noe mote,
lh For old men havetought the remnant before 5
f And what is neceffary that thei laft ont,
. This Boke fheweth it without doubt.

Wherefore this litle Boke the ordinall,

Is in Alkimy the Complement of all 5

T he Chapter following convenient for a Clerke,
Sheweth the Conncells of the (ubtill Werke.
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(s RIS E by Surname when the chaunge of
7 _% _ (Coyne was had,
& ' Made fome Men {orry,and fome Men glad:

And as to much people that chaunge,

Scemed anewe thinge and a {traunge 5

Socthat feafon befella wonderousthinge,

Tuching this Seience without leafinge,

That three Mafers of this Seience all

Lay in one Bed nigh to Leaden-Hall

Which had Elixirs pacfite White and Red,

A wonder fuch Threeto reft in one Bed,

And that within the fpace of dayes Tenn,

W hile hard it is to finde One in Millions of Men, |

OF the Dukedome of Loraine.onc I underftand -

Was borne,that other nigh the Midle of Englandy

Under 4 Crofie, inthe end of Shires three,

The third was borne 5 the youngeft of them is he.

Which by his Nativityis by Clerks tound,

T hat he fhulde honour all Englifh ground ;

A Man mought walke all the World aboute,

And faile fuch Three eMaffersto findeoutes

Twayne be flecting, the Youngeft fhall abide,

And doe much good in this Zomde at a Tyde. -

But finne of Princes {hall let ordelaye = ~

The Gracethat he fhuldedoé on'a daye.

The eldeft Mafter chaunted of him a Songe,

And faid that hefhulde fuffer much wronge.

Ofthem which were to him greately behould,

And manie things moe this Maffer tould,

Which fith that tyme hath crewly befall,

And fome of them hereafter fhall,

o ——
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Whereof one is treswlic (faid he)
Afrer Troubles great Joy fhalbe
Tn every quarter of this Londe,
Which all good Men fhall anderftonde :
The Younger asked when that hulde be,
The old Man faid when Men fhall fee

T he haly Croffe honored both da and night,
In the Lond-of Godin the Lond of Lights
Which maie be done in right good feafon,
But long delayed it is without reafon:
1When that beginneth note well this thinge,
"This Science (hall drawe towards the Kinge 5
And many moc Graces ye maie be boulde,
Moe then of us fhall now be tould 5
Grace on that Kirg fhall defcend,

When he ould Manners fhall amende:
He (hall make full fecreate fearch,.

Tor this Seyence with doulced fpeechs
Andamonge the Solitaryly *

He {hall have tidings certainly: _
So fought King Kalid of manic Men, - |

Till he met wich® Mersen,~ . ' -
Which helped Kalid at his needey” © 5
His Vertues caufed him to fpeedes’ =

And of the futtill Warke rehetfle
Gieate need hath he to be a Clerke,
That would perceive this futill Werke.
He muft know his firft Philofophic,
Ifhe truft to come by Alkimye
And firft ye fhall well underftonde,

All thar take this Werke in honde ;
When your materialls by pteparation,
I3
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Be made well apt for Generation,

T hen thei muft be departed a twinn,

Into foure Elements if ye would to winn:

W hich thing to doc if ye ne can,

Goeand lerne itof Hortolan.

W hich made his Boke of that Doétrine,
How ye fhalde part the Elements of Wine.
Morcover ye muft for your fuccour,

Know th'effeéts of the quallities fower's
Called Heate, Colde,Moifture, and Drines,
Of which fower all things Compounded is 5
And fith in this Are your checfe defire -
Is to have Colour which fhulde abide fier,
Ye muft know before you can that fee,

How everie Colour ingendred fhallbe,
For every Colour whiche maie be thought, |
Shall heere appeare before that White be wronght.
Yet more ye would have to this fumme,
Swiftly to melt as Wex or Gumme :

Els mought it not enter and perce

The Center of Mettalls as Autors reherfe
Soe ye would have it both fix and flowe;
With Colour plenty if ye wift howes

Such three Contraries joyntly to mecte

In one accord isa greate Secrets

Nethles he that is cleere of Minde,

In this Chapter maie it well findes

And firft to give you a fhort Docirine,

Of'the aforefaid qualities prime :

Heate, and Cold, be qualities A&ive
Moifture, and Drines, be qualityes Paflive 5-
For they fuffren the Aétives evermore,

As Stones tobe Lyme, and Water to be Froare.
Hereuponto Judge, ye maie be bold,

No:
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Nothing is full wrought but by Heate and Cold
Nethles the Paffives have fome Activity,

As in Handicrafts men ye maie daily fee s

In Bakinge, and Brewinge, and other Crafts all,
Moifture is opperative and f{oe Drines be fhall.
Ariftotlein his Phificks and other manic moe,
Said ab actionibus procedit. (peculatio

They faid that Praétifc is roote and beginning,
Of Speculation and of all Cunning :

For the properties of every thinge,

Be perceaved by their working 5

As by Colours of #rins we may be bold

To pive fentence of Heate and Colde

By thesaforefaid foure qualities prime,

We feeche Colours with length of tyme 5

Of White Colour we be not full fure,
Tofeecheit but in a fubftance pure:

Greate Doétrine thereof lerne now ye maie,
When ye know how Coleurs growe all day.

olour is the utmoft thinge of a Body cleere,
Cleere fubftance well termined is his matter heere ;
If Heate hath maiftery in matter thatis drye,
White Colour is ever thereof certainely ;
As it appeareth in fight of brent Bones,
Andin makinlig1 of all Lyme Stones.

Where Cold worketh in matcer moift & clecre,
Yet of (uch working Whitnes woll appeare:
As it theweth in Ice and Frofts hore
The caufe is fet out in Philofophie before :
I write.not here of common Philofophie,
But by exampleto teach Alkimy;
That one maie be perceived by thatother,
As is the Child perceived by the Mother.
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Chap.s. If Heatein moyft matter and groffe withall,
Woarke, thereof Black Colour ingender fhall 5
- Example hereof' if ye of me defire,
| Behold when you {ee greene Wood fet onafires-
ia W hen Cold worketh in matter thick and drye,
L | Black Colour fhall be, thisisthe caufe whie
Such matter is compaéted andmore thick,
i With Cold conftreyning, enimy to all quick,
Thicknes made Darknes with privation of Light,
)il Soe Collour is private, then Black it isto Sight,
| Therefore evermore remember this,
il How cleere matter is matter of Whitenes ;-
| The caule efficient maie be manyfold,
For fomewhile itis.Heate, and fometime Cold :-
But Whire and Black, asall men maie fee,
Be Colours contrary in moft extremiric :
Wherefore your warke wich Black muft beginn,
Ifthe end fhulde be with Whitenes to winn.
The midle Colour as Philofophers write,
Is Red Colour betweene Black and White::
Nethleffe truft me certainly,
Red is laft in work of Alkimy.
Alfce they fay in their Doctrine,
How theis two Colours Rufe and Citrine,
Be meane Colours betweene White and Red,
And how that Greene, and Colour wan as Lead,.
Berweene Red and Elack be Colours meane,
And frefheft Colour is of matter moft Cleane.
Plyfitians in Urines have Colours Nyntcene,
n Betweene White and Black as thei weene;
W hereof Colour underwhite Swbalbidus isone, .
i Like in Colour to 0mychyne ftone :
iy | Of fuch like Colour Mqgaetiafound is,
But L Aragaeria glinerech wich Cleerenes:

In
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Tnour futtill warke of 4lkimy

Shall beall Colours that hath beene feen with Eye:
An hundreth Colours more in certeyne,

Then ever hath been fcene in Urine.

Wherein fo many Colours mought not be,

But if our Stome cnnt_:}rned every degree,

Of all Compefitions found in warke of kinde,
And of all Compofitions imaginable b‘y minde.
Of as manie Colours as fhall thereinbe faine,
So manie graduations your wifdome muft attaine::
And if you knowe not fuch graduations all,

Lerne them of Raymond in his Atre Generall.
Gilbers Kymer wrote after his devife,

Of17. Propottions, but thei maie not fufhece

In this Science, which he coude never findes

And yet in Phifick he had a nobil minde.

Wher the royalty of the nature of Man,
Advaunceth oftc Medicines of the Phifitian:

And fo honoreth oft times his Crafte,

When that the Medicines peradventure mought be lafte ;
Butit is not foin Phifick of Mines ,

For that Arte exceedeth all other engines:

And refteth only in the wifdome of Man,

As by experience wife mea witnes can.

Nd foe of Alkimy the trew foundation,

Isin Cempafition by wife graduation
Of Heate and Cold, of Moift and of Drye,
Knowing other Qualities ingendered thereby s
As hard and foft, heavy and light,
Roughand (moothe , by pondersright,
With Number and Meafure wifely fought,
In which three reftech all that Ged wroughr:
For God made all things, and-fet it fure,

K
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Chap. 5. In Numbet Ponder and in Meafure,
Which numbers if you doe chaunge and bréake,
Ulpon Nature you muft doe wreake:
‘Wherefore Anaxagoras faid Take good heede;
That to.Conjunétion ye not proteede .,
g Till ye knowthe Ponders full compleate
ol Of all Componentswhich fhulde therein meete:;-
| Bacon (aid thatold Men did nothing hide,
' But only Preportion wherein was noe guide:
tH For none old Au&or, King, Prince,n¢ Lord,
[E(f Writing of this Science with others did accorde:
il In the Proportions 5 which if ye would reach,
Raymiond, with Bacon, and Albert; doneit teach,
With old Anaxagoras, ofthem fowre ye fhall
Have perfeét knowledge, but not of one haveall :
And ifyou would joyne fowre Qualitics to intent,
Then muft ye Conjoyne: every Element::
As Water and Ertheafter your defire,
Well compounded with Ayer, and Fier:
Knowing the worthieft in his ativitie,
T he fecond, the third, every-each in his degrees .
The fourth, and the vileft maie not be refufed, .
For it is profitable and beft to be nfed 5
And beft maie extend his Multiplication,
In whome is the virtue of our Generation s
| And that is the Exthly Lytharge of our Steze,
At W ithout him. Generation fhall be none s
Neyther of our Tinéture fixation,
For nothing is fixt but Erthealone ;.
f All other Elements moveable be,
Ficr, Ayer; and Warter, as gr: daily fee: -
l But Fier is caufeof extendibility,
k] And caufeth-matters permifcible to be, .
And cleere brightnes in- Colours faire:

L
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Ts caufed of kinde evermore of Ayer,

And Ayer alfo with his Coaction,

Maketh thingsto be of light liquefa&tion:

As Wax is and Butter, and Gummes all,

A little heate maketh them to meltand fall :
Water clenfeth with ablution blive,

And things mortifyed cauleth torevive.

Of multiplying of Fier is no greater wonder,
Than is of multiplying of Erth (et under

For Erth beareth Herbes daily new and newe,
Without number, therefore itis trewe

That Erth is wonderfull as well as Fier,
Though one fparke maie foone fill a Sheere::
If all a Sheere were filled with Flaxe,

One fparke than would wonderfully waxe:
Fier and Brth be mulcipliers alone,

And thei be caufers of multiplying our Steze.
Of this Erth fhoweth 4lbert our great Brother,
. In his Mineralls, which Lytharge is better than othet.
For the white Elixir he doth it there rehearfe,
And thebooke of Meeter fhoweth it ina verfe.

NOW to Conjunctionlet us reforte,
And fome wile Councell thereof reporte :
Conjoyne your Elements Grammatically,
Wich all their Concords conveniently :
W hiche Concords to healpea Clerke,
Be cheefe Inftruments of all this werke:
For nothinge maie be more contrary nowe,
Than to be fixt and unperfectly flowe :
All the Grammarians ot England'and of Frasnce,
Cannot teach you this Concordance :
This ordinall telleth where ye maic it fec,
In Phifick inthe Boke de Arbore.
K2
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Joyne them alfo in Rhbetoricall guife,

With Natures Ornatc in purified wife.

Sithens our Tin€ture muft be moft pure and faire,
Be fure of pure Erth, Water,Fier and Ayre..

In Logicall wife be it carly or late,

Joyne trewe kindes not fophifticate s

Ignorance hereof hath made many Clerks,
Lewdly to leefc their labour and their werkes.
Joyne them together alfo Arithmetically,

By furtill Numbers proportionally.

Whereof a litle mention made there was,

When Boetins (aid to numeris elementaligas..
Joyne your Elements Aufically,

For two caufes, one is for Melody =

Which there accords will make to your mind;.
The trewe effet when that ye fhall finde.

And alfo for like as.Dimpafs}:'x,

With Diapente and with Diatefferon,

Withypate ypaton, and Lecanss mufe ,

Waith othey accords which in Mufick be,

With their proporcions caufen Harmony,

Much Jike proportions be in Alkinsy,

As for the great Numbers Actuall:

Buc for the fecreate Numbers Intellectualls

Ye muft {eeche them as I faid before,

Ourof Raymond and out of Baconslore.
Bacon fheweth it darkly in his three letters all,
And Raymonde better in his Arte Generall.,

Many men weene which doth them reade,

That theie doe underftonde them when. theie doe not
With 4ftrelogie joyne Elements alfo, (indcede.
To fortune their Weorkings as theie goc::

Such fimple kindes unformed and unwrought,
Mauft craftily be guided till theend be foughe,

All
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All which feafon theie have more obedicnce,
Above formed Natures to Sterrs influence.

And Science PerfpecFive giveth great, evidence,
To all the Minifters of this Science.

And fo done other Sciences manie moe

And {pecially the Science de Pleno & Vacno,
But the chiefe Miftris among Sciences all,

For helpe of this Arte, is Magick Nasarall..

VVHEH the foure Elements wifely joyned be,
And every-eachof them fet in his degrec,
T hen of divers degrees and of divers digeftion,
Colours will arife towards perfection.

For then worketh inward heate.naturall,

Which in our {ubftanceis but IntelleGuall : -

To fight unknowne, hand maie it not feele, ,

His working is knowne to few Menand. feild ;-
And when this heate naturall moved be fhall

By our outward heate artificiall,

Then Nature excited to labour will not ceale |,
Many diverfities of degrees toincreafe.

Which is-one caufe by reafon youma'e fee, .
Whie in our warke {fo manie Colours be:
Therforeit caufeth in this 4rte great doubr, .
Ignorance of heate within and withoue,

To know how theis two heates fhulde accord,
And which of them in.working fhulde be Lord.

D@&ﬂfan in this wwarke hath great likenefle
To digeftion in things of Quicknes:
And before other (as T witnefle can)
Itis moft like to digeftion of Man..
Therefore (aid Morien, our Storie in gencration::
Is moftlike ching to Mans Creation,

K 3
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In whom faith Raymond the fowre degrees all
Of the fowre Complexions together finde ye fhall,
And that actually, which yecannot finde
Amongft Creatures in'none other kinde.
W herefore amonge Creatures theis two alone
Be called Micrecofmnus, Man and our Szone,
Now of Digeftion the aliment and foode
Perfeétly to know is needfull and full good.
It is humor follid conftant with ficcitie,
Mightily medled after fome degree,
In oppofite paflives mixed duly, |
Ingendered by inward and outward heat trewly.
Soc nothing clfe is ourDigeftion,
But of humour fubftantiall a create perfecion.
I pray ye Laymen have meexcufed,
Though fuch Tearmes with you be not ufed,
T muft ufe them, for all Au&ors affirmes,
How ewery Science hath bis proper T earmes.
Digeftion fometimes advanced maic be
By outward cold, as yearly ye maie fee
How in Winter men eaten more meate
Than in Summer, when expanfed is their heate;
For colde maketh heate inward then to flye,
And ligge nigh together, then ftronger is he;
Which by his ftrength his poweris more
To make Digeftion than be mought before.
Butour cheefe Dlr;ge&ur: for our intent,
Is virtuall heate of the marter digerent 5

Nethles heate of the digeftible thinge,
Helpeth digeftion and her working :
Feaverly heate maketh no digeftion,

Baines maie helpe and caufe al{o deftruétion.
Wine digefted hath more heate naturall,
Than hath new Mufe,whofe heate is accidentall : |
: Cﬂagulﬂ'
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Coagulation is noe forme fubftantiall,
But onlie paffion of things materiall.

MDr: yemuft know, when Colours appeare,
Who is principall Agent in that matter Cleere.
For fometimes it is Heate, and fometimes Cold it s,
And fometime Moyftare, and fomewhile Drines.
The principall Agent to know at every fealon, .
RCﬂuir:th great fearch made by futtill reafon :
Which is not perceived buc of Mafters fewe,

For thei mark not how Colours arife by rewe:

The principall Agent of the qualitics fowre,

Hath power royall as Lord of moft honour

The remnant of gualiti:s to Converte to his kinde, -
Of which converfion Anaxagoras maketh minde.

In his Boke of Converfions Naturall
Whereof Raymond theweth caufes !"peciall':' .

It is no Jape néither light to lerne.

Your principall Agent all feafons to difcerne
Whicﬁ I teach you to knowse by fignes fowre,
By Colour, 0dowr, Sapor and Liguore. .

AN::I firft by Colour to ferve your intente,
‘To know thereby your principall Agent.
Looke in your Veffell which Colour fheweth moft; .
He that caufech him is principall of the hoft -

As for that feafon, whole pride ye maic {wage;
By this our Doérine, if ye fee him rage : -
Which ye maie doe when ye well underftonde,
The caufe of all Colours which ye have in honde.
Which I woll teach you now {hortly withall,
Bycaufe here and there feeke them ye ne fhall 2
Whitxes is caufed of manie matters cleere,

In another thing texmined, a nd foe it isheercs -
Blacknes s
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Blacknes is when parts ofa body darke '
With thicknes oppreffeth the cleernes of the Warke
Orelsitis of a Combuft terreftrictics
But of fuch Combuftion greate hardnes {hallbe 5
And by Commixion of Darke Cleere and Cleanc,
Shall be ingendered all the Colours meane:
Every cleere thinge perfpicuate and fayre,
Standeth by the matters of Waterand Aire,
Whome a pure Erth doth apprehend,
Such as fhall not their cleerenes offend s
And if in fuch cleerenes and perfpicuitie,
Ye can noe fpeciall Colour fee,
Thereupon to Judge you maic be bold,
The caufe of fuch things was exceeding Colde :
As Chriftall, Berik, and other things moe,
Diverfitic betweene them lerne ere yegoe ;
Chriftall hath- Water declyning toward Ayer,
Wherefore it is cleere, perfpicuous and faires
But where it declineth towards Water more,
Itis darke as Berill orJIce hard frores
But when matters draweth toward ficeitie,
Darknes with hardnes ingendred fhall be;
Asitappeareth in the Adamant Stone,
And in other things manie one.
Twinckling and glittering as in Magnetiais,
Lightis caufe thereof within matter of Cleerenes s
Which is fuperduced upon waterly vapour,
Beforetyme incenced with Heate beye fure s
Now after cleerenes and Colours in extremitie,
Of meanc Colours a litle fhew will L.

Ruby colour is of a thinn fume fuccended
In acleere Body, which alfoeis amended
When in that Body r?yn:th plenty of light,
For morc or les thercof maketh more or les bright -
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As the Amatift followeth the Ruby in digaity,
In lefs Cleerenes and more Obfcuritie :

And a c4lcedonie in Slymy fubftance,
Followeth the Berifl in degrees of variance.
Greene as a Smaragde is of Water cleere,

With Erthy fubftance Combuft mixe full neere :
And the cleerer fubftance that the Erth be,

The cleerer greenefs thereof ye fhall fee.
Tawney is of Cleerenes terminate,

Infufed with thick Fumolfity congregate

Of Water, and alfoe of Erth {uccended,
Whereby the cleerenes of Aicr is fufpended.
Wann or leady Colour ingendred is

Of Waterie and Erthy parts without amiffe ;
And where fuch parts be cold and thick,

Ever Wann Colour theron {hall ftick s

As it appeareth in old layen Lead,

And in Men that be wellneere dead -

This Wann Colour called Lividitic,

In Envious Men ufeth much to bes
Naturall heate and blood done reforte,

To the Hert,them to comfort,

And leaveth Cold and Dry the Face,

For heate and blood is parted fro chat place.
Likewife when Fevers be in extremitic,

The Nailes of Hands of this Colour wilbe.
The Saphire Colour, that Orient Blewe,

Like in Colour to the heavenlie hue,

Is much fairer than Wann Colour to fight,
For thesein is more of Aier Water and Light
~ Than is in Wann Colour, and that by manifold,
Wherefore fuch Colour is more deerer folde;
All other Blewes the (adder that they be,

Thei have lefle of Aict and more of Terreftricty.
L
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Silver to Azure f{oone broght will bes

The caufe thereof is perfpicuitie,

Whichis in Silver caufed of Ayer, :
Wherefore it turneth to hcw.nlﬁ Colour faire 5.
And Quickfilver plenty within him is,

Caufeth in Silver all this brightnes :

Subtiler Erth, pure Water, with cleerenes of Air;
Caufeth fuch brightnes to Quickfilver to repaire.
Citrine Colour Yellowe as ye fee in Gould,

Is Colour moft liking for fome men to behonld :
Cauled of miihry and ftrong digeftion,

For humor in him have ftrong decoction 5
Such,Colour with Heate ingendred be fhall,
Asit in Honey, Urine, Lye, and Gall:

The {hining of Gould is caufed as I tell,

Of pure and {ubtile Water termined full well
Per{picuoufly condenfed ; for Water pure and -f}'ne,-
Themore it is Condenfed, the better it woll fhine s
For of a Mirrour the caulé none other is, |
But moifture termined, as all Clerks geffe

Soe that it be polible withall 5

For Aier Figures receive never fhall,

For Aier maie not be terminate in his kinde

So caufe of fhining in Water ye fhall finde. =
With White and Red well imedled: pure and fine
Woll be ingendred faire Colour Citrine.

Soe divmsnénmixtimns of Elements,

Maketh divers Colours, for diversintentsz:  + i
With divers Digeftions, and divers degrees ;.

All Colours be made which your Eyen fees.

Of Elements ye muft the proper Colour lerne,
Whereby of Colomrs ye maie better difcerne s
Phifirians faic of good Herbs and' foote,

Some be colde outward and hot within the rootes

Ex ample
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Example hereof if ye lift to gett,

Behold the working of the gentle Violet:
Common Philofophic the canfe'dothdifclofe,
Whie colde is within and red without the Rofe:
Anaxagoras {aid in his Coverfions natarall,
Inward and Outward be contrary in thingsall,
Which is trewe except fuch things as be
Oflittle compofition, and nigh fimplicitie
Asis Scammonyc , and Lawrell the Laxative,
Which be not nourifhing to vegetative.
Remember howin every mixt thinge,
Evermore one Element defireth to be Kinge:
Which proudeappetite of Elements and vicious,
Moveth men to be Ambitious :

Wherefore our Lord that beft difpofe cann,
Hath made Ordeynance for finfull Man,

All proude appetites to equalitic to bringes
When Reguiem sernam the Church fhall finge,
Than fhall everie ambitious thought,

Plainely appeare how that it was nought :
Lords, and Beggars,and all fhall be

In the Charnell brought to equalitie.

Your Principall Agent {o rebate fhall ye,
When he ufurpeth above equality 5

Therefore Ariiforle faid Compound ye our Stone
- Equall, thatin him repugnance be none ;
Necither divifion as ye proceede 5

Take heede thereto, for it is greate neede;

And when it falleth that ye fhall fee

All Colours at once that named maie be

Than fufter Nature with her operation,

At her owne leafure to make Generation :

Soe that amonge {o manie Colours all,

Nature maie fhew one priﬂcipa.ll:

2
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Such as fhall draw towards your intent,
According to your defired Element..
This wife by Colours yee maie provide
How in your workes yee {hall yecguide.
Manic moe things of Colours I maie write,
But this is fufficient my promife to acquite,
As farr forth as Colours maie ferve your intent,
By them toknow your ‘frincipall agent..
But manic Clerks wonder why you may fee
Soe manie Colours as in our Stone woll be,
Before that perfect White and Cleere,
And unchaungeable woll appeare,
Confidering the fewnes of the ingredients 5
T woll that anfwer to pleafe their intents,
And teach them the trewth of that greate doubte.
By kinde of eagaefia fuch Colours pafie ou,
Whofe nature is of fuch Convertibilitie,
To everie proportion, and to cveric degree,
As Chriftall to his Subjeét is foundes.
For of everie thing thatis upon the grounde;
Which that ye woll Chriftall fet under,
Such Colour hath Chriftall, therefore ceale to wonder:
Whercefore Hermes faid not untruly ne Envious,
Ad dpfrpﬂrdndd miracula rei umiss :
God hath fo ordeyned faith Hermes the Kinge,
To fulfill the miracles of one thinge: |
Common Philofophers thereof cannot finde
The vertaes of our Stome exceeding far their minde..

Sc_.ﬂf:ﬂ'fng maie helpe forth your intente,
Fo know your reigning Elemente s
And be with Colour a Teftimony,

To know g]c;ur principall Agent thereby .
And ye which would by (melling lerne
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Of your principall Agent trewly to difcerne. chap, 5.
As Whirte, and Black, be Colours in extremitic,
Soe of Odors, foote and ftinking be:

But like as Fifhes know not by Eght

Noe meane Colours, becaufe their Eyne bright
Have none Eyelidds for their fight clofinge,

Soe meane Odors fhall not by fmellinge

Be knowne of you, this is the caufe wﬁi:,

For Noftrills be open as the fifhes Eye:
Therefore meane Odors be not in certaine
Smelled by the Nofe, as meane Colours be feene.
Heavie Smell is not as Clerks thinke

The midle Odor, but only the lefle Stinke.

OId Fathers wrote by their Doérine,

Of their Experience which is maturine,

That if ye medle fweete Savour and redolente
Equally with ftinking to prove your intents
The foote fhall be {melled, the ftinking not foe,,
The caufe ye may lerne now ere ye gocs

All fiveete fmelling things have more puritie,
And are more fpitituall than ftinking maie be:
Wherefore it is in Aier more penctrative,

And is more extendible, and 15 alfoe to life
More acceptable, as friend to Nature,

And therefore rather received be. ye fure.

Der is a fmokifh vapour refolved with heate .
Out of fubftance, by an invifible {weare;

Which in the Aier hath frec entringe,

And chaungeth the Aier and your Smellinge;

As Sapor of Meates chaungeth your Taftinge,

And as Sounds chaungeth your Hearinge,

And as Colour chaungeth your Sighe,

. Soc Odor chaungeth Smelling by might.
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The caufeof Odours to know if you delight,
Foute things thereto be requifite s ' " 2
Firft that futtill matter 'be Obedient: =002 0 oo
To the working of Heate, for to prefent == = = =
By a fume the liknes of the fame thinge,

From whome that fume had his beginninge s
Alfoto beare forth ‘thatpure fume and faire,

There is required @ iclcere thinn Afer:

For thick Aier woll not beare it farr,

But it woll reteyne it much fafter ;

And foc ‘thick mateer ‘Obedience hath none,

To the working of Heate, asicfhewveth in Stone : - -
Heate maketh Odours, Cold fhrinketh, by reafon
Dunghills in Summer {tink more than in Winter feafon
Pleafant Odours ingendered be (hall

Of cleane and Pure fubftance and fumigale,

As it appeareth in Amber,Narde, and Mirrhe,
Good'for 2 Woman, fuch things pleafeth her;

But of Pure fubftance with a Meane 'heate,

Be temperate ‘Odours, as in the Violet 5

Of a Meane heate with fubftance Impure,

Is Odours mifliking , as Alocs and Sulphure:

But when Naturall heate beginneth to {pill]

Then thereof arifeth heavie fmell 5

As Fifh {melleth thar is kept too longe,

Naturall heate rotteth, foe the fmell is ftronge;

Tizch is a 'Vapour, a refolved fumofitie

Of things which of Evill Complexions be.
And when Humor onlie is in Corruption,
Soe thar the Subftance be not in Deftruétion,
Thereof fhall onlie heavie fmell arife,
But not verie Stinch come in that wife.
Of everie Stinch the caufc of that Chaunce

Is
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Is only corruption of the felfe fubftance;

And when Evill fubftance fhall putrifie,

Horrible Odour is gendred thereby :

As of Dragons arl.dg Men thatlong dead be,
Their {?ccncaE maie caufe greate Mortalitic.

It is not wholfome to {mell to fome Cole,

For quenching of fome Snuffc a Mare woll caft her Foale.
When. the Qualities of a thing according is

To your Nature, good Odour will not miffe :

But when the fubftance is contraty to your kinde,
The Odours thereof odious you fhall finde.
Fifhes love Soote {mell, alfo it is trewe,

Thei love not old Kydles as thei doc the new.
All things that are of good Odour,

Have naturall Heate for their fuccours

Though Camphire, Rofes, and things colde,

Have foote Odours, yet Auétors tould,

How Heate virtually. inclofed is the skell,

With Purenes of fobftance, whic they fo {mell :
This olde opinion you maie teach your Brother,
How noe good Odour is contrary to another ;

But it is not foe of finking fmells,

For ftinch of Garlick voydeth ftinch of Dunghills.
OFf Odours this Dorine is fufficiente,

As in Alkimy to'ferve your intente, -

Your Warks to underftonde thereby,

When things begin to putrifies

Alfoe by Odours this you maic lerne,

Suttilnes and grofnes: of Marters to difcerne:
Alfoe of Meane fubftance knowledge ye may get,
With knowledge of Corruption- of Naturall heates
And knowledge of Diverfitie by good attendance,
When Humour corrupteth and when the Subftance.

But our Subftance was made fo pure and cleane, ¢
An
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And is conferved by vertue of the meane,
That ye no ftinke thereof fhall finde,
Albeit that it putrifie fro his owne kinde.

TH{*. third figne and the third Teftimony
To underftand your principall Agent by,
Is Sapor called, of Mouth the Tafte,

Which evermore is caufe of wafte

Of the fubftance of the fame thinge
Whereof ye make proofe by Taftinge

Sapor {hulde be much better Judge

Then Colour or Odour,and more refuge,
Were not Tafte a perillous thinge,

While our Stome is in workinge's

For it is hurting to health and life,

It is {o greatly penetrative .

Above all fubtill things it hath Victory,
And peirceth folid things haftily,

Wherefore it is perill and not good,

Much or oft to Taft of that foode: -
It Comforteth Mettalls as we well finde,

But it is Perillous for all Mankinde,

Till perfect Red thercof be made,

Such as in Fier woll never fade.

A lewde Man late thar ferved this Arte,
Tafted of our white Stone a parte,

Trufting thereby to find relecfe

Of all ficknes and of all grecfe,

Whereby the Wretch was fodenly,

Smitt with a ftrong Paralific;

Whom my Maffer with great Engine,

Cured with BeSoars of the Mine.

Therefore though Taft by Common reafon,
Shulde be beft judge at every feafon,
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Yet for that Taft is abominable

Sapor is heere not profitable.

Yet of fome parts feperable,

A Taft maie well be Convenable

- Before Conjunétions to make affay,
Whether they be well wrought or nay ;
Howbeit a Wifeman hath helpe fufficient,

By Colour and Odour to have his intenc:
For manie Men can chufe good Wine,

- By Colour and Odour when'it is finc;

But for new Wine not fined in generall,
The trew Taft is moft fuertie of all

For Smelling hath Organalls but one,
Nothing difcerning but fumous things alones
But Taft hath fix Organalls without doubr,
To feele qualitic of things within and without,
Which Nature ordain'd againft perill and ftrifec,
For more fuertic of things haveing life -

An Ape chufeth her Meate by Smelling,
Men and Popinjayes truften to Tafting:

For manie things be of good Smell,

Which to Taft be found full ill :

For they maic be abhominable fower,
Over-fharpe , too bitter, or of greate horrour,
Or Venamous, ftinking, or over-ftronge,
The Taftis judge and voideth fuch wronge.
Old men wrote in antient time,

How that of Sapers there be fully Nyne;
Which ye maie lerne in halfe an hower,

As Sharpe taft, Un&uous, and Sower,
Which three doe furtill matter fignific;

And other three doc meane matter teftific,
As Bitinge taft, Saltith and Weerith alfo,
Other three come thicke fubftances fro,




=
i o

& 74 orton’s
440 Chap.5. - As Bittet taft, under Sower, and Douce;
i1 Thes Nyne be found in manie a Noble Houfe;

Five of thefe Nyne be ingendred by Heat,
Unéuons, Sharpe, Sale, Bitter, and Doulcet 5 |
But of the Nyne the remnant all fower,

Be made with cold, as is the Sapor Sower,

And fo is Sowerifh taft called Sapor Pontick,

And lefle Sower allfo called Sapor Stiptick,

Alfo is Weerifh taft called Unfavoury,

With Cold ingendered effeétually.

Sapor of two things hath his Conception,

Of divers Subftance and of divers Complection.”

F Hot and Moyft in the Second degrec,

With a Thick fubftance, Doulcet Taft will be;
The fame degrees of the fame Complexion,
To a Meane fubftance knit by connexion, r
Unctuous Sapor ingender ever fhall,
But where it is Hott and Dry withall, |
With a Meane fubftance in the Second degree,
The Taft thereof muft needs Saltith be
When a thing in the Third degree Hot and Dryis,
Witha fubftance Thick, there is Bitternes s
But in the Fowerth degree matter Hot and Dry,
Witha Suttill {ubftance, Sharpe Taft is thereby s
So five Tafts, as I faid before,
Be ingendered wicth Heat, and not one more.
Of Cold and Dry in the Second degrce by kinde,
With a Sutrill fubftance, full Sower ye fhall it ﬁnd:;|
As by Faces of People ye maie Deeme, |
When chei taft Crabs while chei be greene : |
The fame Complexion in the fame deoree,
In a thing which of Meanc fubftance (hall be,
Of that is ingendred ye maie well fuppofe,

A
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A Bitinge Taft as is of the Roafe, Chap.s.
But Sower, and Sowrifh, and lealt Soweér, all- three
Be of Cold and Dry in High and Low:degree =
And Cold and Moyft in the Firft degree of all,
A Weerith Taft ingender ever fhall,
As of an Egg it fhoweth in the glaere,
And in pale Women over White and Fayer:
For fuch be Cold, and of Humiditye
Thei have trewly greate {uperfluity,
Therefore to Men thei have lefle delight 5
Cold rebateth luxurious appetite.
Ifaac faid there be but Taftes {eaven,
For Sower and lefle Sower was onc but uncven,
But in Complexion thei were of one foundation,
For Unfavoury was but of Taft privations
Compound Tafts be found alfo,
As Doulce Eger and others manie mo
So by Taft men maic Craftily know |
Divers complexions and degrees high and’ low;
And when ye doubt by Taft to make report,
Than to your other teftimonies refort.
As in Phificke truft not to Utine
Onely, but alfo take witnes and Doétrine
Of your Pulfes, and wifely confidering
Six things not naturall the Body concerning ,
Having refpect alfo therewithall,
Lnto thefe Scaven things naturall 5
And take heed if ye woll be fure,
Of Three things contrary to nature:
Complear theis Sixteenc wilfely to your gtound,
A lewd Phifition Jeafk that ye be found:
For fo of (had I wifF) ye maie beware,
And helpe the Sick man from his care:
So fo this Sience if ye woll advaunce,
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| Chap.5. ~ Your works, take heed of everie Circumitance,

I Wilely Confidering your teftimonyes fower,
L Three.be now pafled, the fowerth is Liquor.

Iquoris the Comfort of this Werke's
Liquor giveth evidence to a Clerke
‘Thercby to faften his Elements,
And allo to loofe them for fome intents:
Liquor conjoyneth Male with Female Wife,, :
And caufeth dead things to refort to Life;
Liquors clenfeth with theire ablution,
Liquors to our Stewe be Cheefe nutrition s
Without Liquor no Meate is good ;
Liquors conveiethall Aliment and Food:
To every pare of Mans Body,
And fo theidoe with us in Alkimy,
Ye muft confider the puritie
Of all your Liquors and' quantities e T vd ol
And how thick thei be or thinn,
Or elfe thereof fhall ye litle winn
But not as Phifitions maketh mention,
For Elixir is a thing of a fecond intention 5
Wherefore ye fhall more Wondrous natures find
In his working, than in all other kind :
Phifitions {ay the thicker Urine be,.
'The more it fignifieth Humidirg
4 Where thick Liquor with us hath ficciry;
' - And futtill Liquor betokneth Humidity':.

Mﬂni-: Liquors be requific-
To our: Stene for his appetite.

In the Booke of Twrba Aristeus depofed,
How Ayre in Water was [ecreatly inclofed,
Which bare up Erth with 'his: Aierly ‘might..

Pithagor#

3
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Pithagoras {aid that was {poke with right.
Ariftotle Crafiilye his words fet he,
Saying, cum habwerss aquam ab Acre..
Plato wrorte full fapiently,
And named it ffilla roris madidi
Which was kindly fpoken for Altimy,
But common Students in firft Philofophie,
Say Ayre condenfed is turned into Raine,
And Water rarified becomes Ayre againe.
Some faid how May was firft feafon and faire
To take fuch Water as is made of Ayre.
Some_faid fuch Warters come: heaven fro;,

the Sunn entereth mto Scorpio.
Some faid all Liquors fhulde be refufed,
Which Froft infeéted fhulde not be ufed:
The caufc whic as telleth Autors old,
Is that theire accuity is duld with: cold.
Some Philofophers faid that ye fhulde take:
Milke for the Liquor Elixir to make:
And other fort faid after their intent,
No Liquor fo good for the Complement,
As Water of Litharge which would not mifle,
With Water of A4S0t to make lac -virginis :
But Dewsocrit {aid beft Liquor to prefent
Elxir withall was Water permanent:
Whofe naturall vertue and propertic,
Was fier to abide and' never to flye :
Rupifciffa faid thar cheefe Liquor
Was Aqua-vite Elixir to fuccour;
For {he was. {pirituall, and would revive
Dead things fro death to live,
Shee was Qsinteffence, the fifc thing,
Whereof Arifforle by his writing
In his- Boke of Secrets faith IE?[E,
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How that all perfetion was in gquinario,
Rupifciffa called ic beft Liguor of all,
For it maketh groile matrer fpirituall :
But of Pithagoras ye maic finde,
Our Aqua-vite of another kinde s
He faith it was Fivificans in his {entence,
. Fac fugiens fixum & fixum fugiens,
i For in fuch wile with ftrong Coation,
Fixt marcers were made of light liquefaction.
M Another fort faid no Liquor was above
1 The Liquor which Congers moft defier and love:
! Therefore fuch Liquors are beft found, :
| Nigh to Iflands, and to fuch ground
| Which the Ocean Sea hath compaffed about,
i1 For there fuch Liquors be fooneft fet out.
' Of another Liquor wile men tell,
Which is frefher than Water of the Well 5
Frefher Liquor there is none in taft,
| Yet it woll never conlume ne wafte s
\ Though it be occupied evermore,
It will never be lefie in ftore;
Which Demoerit named for his intent,
Lnx umbya carens, Warter moft Orient s
Hermes faid no Liquor fo neceffaric,
As was Water of crude Mercury :
For he fhall ftand faid thac Noble Clerke,
14 A For the Water within our werke.
' Now lerne ye which for this Science have fought,
By all thefe Liquors our Stewe muft be wrought.

quﬂw is a thing moveable,

Of fleeting fubftance and: unftable,
All fuch things follow the Mosze,
More then ftanding kindes doone’s
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And thatappeareth to a Clerke,

In working of the white Werke;
Liquors wafhen and maken cleane

Both Extremities and the Meanc;

6od made Liquors for Mans ufe,

To clenfe foule things in everie howfes
Liquor bringeth without doubr,

Hidden things in Bodyes out,

As Landres witnes cvidently,

When of Athes thei make tﬁ:ir Lyes
Liquor comforteth the roots of Grafle,
And of Trees fuch as drye was;

For Liquors of Nature woll reftore
Humors that were loft before.

Liquors departcth Qualities afunder,
Subftance refolving in Attomes with wonder ;
Liquors al{o bringeth into one

Many things to be one Stone.

Liquors helpeth to flux and to flowe
Manie things, and lerne ye maic now
How Liquor is in manie manners found
- Out of things that be on the ground,
Some by cutting, as Turpentin¢ 5

Some with Prefling, as Sider and Wine;
Some with grinding, as Oyleis had s
Some with ftilling, as Waters be made
Some with Brenning, as Colophonie
And fome with Water, as Women make Lyes
Some be otherwife brought abour,

And by narurall working fet out,

As Urin, Swear, Milk, and alfo Blood ,
And Renniet which tor Cheele is good:
By as mani¢ manners and moc by onc,
We feck Liquors for our Stonme.
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Every of the forenamed woll cleave
To that thei touch, and fome deale leave:

But Quickfilver albeititis fleeting,
Yet he woll never cleave to any thinge,

But to a Mettall of one kinde or other,

For there he findeth Sifter or Brother.
Medling with futtill Erth doth him let,

To cleave to things fuch as he meet:

All the faid Liquors which rehearfed be,
Conteyne fower Elements as well as he;

As Miike conteyneth Whey, Butter, and Cheefe,
So done trewly every-each of all thefe -
Which fower maie be departed a twinn,
And after conjoynd to make ye winn.

But much more craftily they be heere fought,
Then Cheefe, and Butter, and Whey be wrought:

* And drawe necrer to fimplicitie,

Then Cheefe, Butter, or Whey maie be.

Of 4ll Liquors which be in our Stoze,
None is called fimple but Water alone.

Of every Liquor which to our Stone fhall goe,
Ye muft know complexion and degree allfo,
And than with Liquor ye maic abate -

The principall Agent from his Eftate,

If he permanent and abiding be,

In any point of fuperfluitye

As if the reigning qualitie be Drinefs,

Ye maie amend it with humour of Moiftnes.
Now more, now lefle, as ye fee need,

And fo in all qualities proceede :

And in fuch wife order at your will,

The principall Agent, your purpofe to fulfill:
With knowledge of diverfity, contrarietie, and accord,
Ye maie chufe which aquality fhallbe Lord.

Yol
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Your Liquots be ordained to add and fubtray,
To make cqualitic by wifdome of affay ;

Bur truft not that any thing maic be

Hot and Moift beth in one Degree :

For all that truft two qualities to be foe,

Shall be deceived where ever thei goe.

Common Schooles (fo teaching) be not true,
Leave that Opinion, and lerne this of new

All Old men in that were overfeene,

To fet in one degree anic qualities twaine :

Elfe thei faid fo that Schollers fhulde not finde
The fecret mixcures of Elementall kind.

T herefore who cannot his graduations,

Maic not bel.\rperf:& in our operations :

For in true Number God made every thing 5
Without true Number no Man trulie maic fing;
Who faileth of his Number faileth of his Song,
Who faileth with us muft doe Natwre wrong..

Cﬂnﬁdcr alfo the nature of the meane,
When it is in the Third degree made cleane;.
The purer that your meanes be,
The more perfeétion thereof ye fhall fee.
The meanes reteync a great part
Of the vertues of this Arze :
For the Principle maie not give influence
To the Finall end, neither the refluence
Unto his Principall without fuccour and aid
Of meanes conteyning the extremitics aforefaid =
For like as by meanes of a treble Spirit,
The Soule of Man is to his Body knit,
Of which three Spirits one is called Vitall,
The fecond is called the Spirit Naturall.
The third Spirit is Spirit Animall,

N

81

Chap.s.




&l 81'
4 hl Chap. 5.

R ]
M

|.I-‘!

r::‘___-_..--_‘l__'"_—_-.._ ——

N orton's

And where they dwell now lerne ve (hall:
The Spirit Vitall in the Herr doth dwell,

The Spirit Naturall as old Auors tell

To dwell in the Liver is thercof faine,

But Spiric Animall dwelleth in the Braine :
And as long as thefe Spirits three

Continue in Man in there profperitie :

So long the Soule without all frife

Woll dwell with the Body in profperous life,
But when theis Spirits in Man maie not abide,
The Soule forthwith departeth at that tide:
For the futeill Soule pure and immorrall
With the groflc Body maie never dwell withall )
He is fo heavie, and She fo light and cleane,
Were not the futtilnefle of this Spiric meane. ‘
Therefore in our worke as Au@ors teach

There muft be Corpus Anima & Spiritns :

Alfo in our worke ye fhall fo finde,

That our meanes muft accord in every kinde

Of both extremities with wifdome (ought,

Els all our worke fhall turne cleere to nought:

For prudent Nature maie not by workinge,

Make Complement of appetite of a thing,

And fo pafle betweene extremities,

But if fhe firlt pafle by all degrees

Of everie meane, this is truth unfained,

Wherefore Nature manie meanes ordained.

N Ow after all this to lerne ye had need,
Of feven Circulations of Elements for your {peede,
According to number of the Planets feaven , |

Which no man knoweth but he have grace from heaven.

Old Philofophers, men of great engine,
Said how of Circulations there fhulde be Nine;
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It is the furer to doe by their advice,
Nethles Seaven maie your worke fuffice,
By inventions late found of new,

Of later Philofophers whos workes be trewe,
But for Circulations of Elements,

Some Clerks ween to have their intents.
When they fro Fier ordaine to delcend,
To Aire (thei ween not to offend)

If thei to Water doe then proceed,

And thens to Erth when thei fee need,
And in fuch wife by order fall,

From the higheft to the loweft of all:
Upon thefe words they tooke their ground,
That Aer eft cibus ignss found.

But truft me that fuch Circulation,

Is but only a re&ification,

Better ferving for feparation,.

And for correftion than for tranfmutation
But the truth is that appetite of the Fier,
Hath to worke in Erth his cheefe defire,
As upon his cheefe foode materiall,

For Fier with Erch hath moft concord of all 5
Becaufe that ficcitic is the lyme of heate,
But Ayre of her kind is moft wets

Yet Fire withont Ayre worketh not,

For Faces of Elements be knit with a knot
Of Gods hand that they maie not depart,
By noc engine ne craft of Mans art;

As in Plomps ye have example faire,
Where heavie Water arifeth after Ayre
Whercof noe caufe reafonable ye fhall finde,
But Connexion of faces of Elementall kinde..
But our Circulation is from Fier on high,

Which endeth with Water his moft contrary.
N 2 Ano-
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Another Circulation beginneth with Ayre,
Ending with his Contrary cleane Erth and faier.
Fro Fier to Erth, fro thence to Water tleane,
Fro thence to Ayre, then fro thence by a meane,
Paffing to Erth, then efifoones to Fier,
To (uch Circulations the Red worke hath defire,
O:her Circulations be better for the White,
That be rchearfed for her appetite.
Every Circulation hath her proper feafon,
As her lightneffe accordeth with reafon.
For as one Planet is more ponderous
Then is another and flower, in his courfe :
So fome Circulations which Clerks fecks,
Muft for her time have full thirtie Wecks;
Other Cirenlations fhall oft time have lefle,
As one Planet is lighter then another was:
But the time of one with another will amount
To twenty fix Weekes proved by accompt.
After all groffe workes made before hand,
And after all Circumftances had I vnderftande ;
Ignorance hereof dectiveth manie a2 Man,
Caufing them to ceafe where Wifemen began.
Common People which for this Seiemce have fought,
Ween how in forty dayes it mought be wrought.
They know not how Nature and things of Aute,
Have a proper time affigned for their part,
As it appeareth by this Similitude,
The Elephant for thac fhe is great and rude,
Goeth with Foale years full twayne,
And fifty yeares ere that Foale gender againe,
Anaxzgores faid in his Confideration,
That Mettals had, for their generation
A thoufand Yeares, wherefore him lift to fay,
In refpeét thereof our Worke is but one Day. or
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Alfo ye muft worke by good advice,
When ye {ec Erth above Water rife,
For as Water beareth Erth which we goeon,
So woll it doe in working of our Stewe:
Wherefore Well fprings with ftrokes foft,
Soberly make ye muft in tymes oft;
Whereby Water maie foberly flowe,
For violent Fluxes be perilous as nowe.

Oreover it healpeth in Alkimy

To know feaven Waters effectually -
Which be Coppied with manic a Man,
While thei be common fecke them as ye can,
Defire not this Boke to {how things all,
For this Boke is but an ordinall.
By thofc Waters men Weene in mind
All faults to amend of Metaline kinde 5
Alfo thei weene of the Elements fower,
The effe@s to weene by their {fuccour:
For thei fuppofe with confidence unfeined,
That all Vertues requifit in them be conteyneds
Some to molific Mettalls hard  wroght,
And fome to harden Mettalls that be foft,
Some to purific, fome to make malleable;
Everie.each according that hewas able,
Such Liquors to know it is profitc and good,
Howbeit thei maie not to our Siene be food:
Noble Aucors men of glorious fame,
Called our Stome  Microcofmus by name :
For his compofition is withouten donbt,
Like to this World in which we walke about:
Of Heate, of Cold, of Moyft and of Drye,
Of Hard, of Soft, of Light and of Heavy,
OfRough, of Smooth, and of things Stable, .

N 3 Medled
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Medled with things flectinge and moveable;
Of all kinds Contrary broght to one accord ,
Knit by the do&rine of God our blefled Lord:.
Whereby of Mettalls is made tran{mutation,
Not only in Colour, but tranfubftantiation ,
In which ye have need to know this thing,
How all the vertues of the Elements tranimuting,
Upon the wranfmuted muft have full domination,
Before that the (ubftance be in tranfmutation s
And all partes tranimuted muft figured be
In the Elements tranfmuring imprefled by degree.
So thart the third thinge elemented of them all,
Of fuch condition evermore be fhall. v
That it trewly have it maic be none other, (other
But her Subftance of that one, and her Vertue of tha
A Child at his Mativitic can eate his meate and cry,
Our Stome at his Nativity woll Colour largly.
In three years after a Child can fpeake and goe,
Then is our Szene more Colouring alfo.
One upon a. Thoufand his tin&ure wewly is,
Of clean wathen Mettall I am trew witnes,
Faftiely (beleeve it)yand fully in your thought,
It maketh good Silver as of the Myne is wrought
And alfo our Stene woll augment and increafe,
In quantitie, and qualitic, and thereof never ceafes.
And therefore his growing and augmentation,
Is likned to-Man in waxing and creation.
Nathles one pointe of trewth I woll reporte,
Which to fome Men maie be difcomforte s
At the firft making of our Stome,
That time for winninge locke for none s
If ye then ceale, I underftande
Ye fhall departe with loofinge hand ,
The Cofts be fo great before,

.
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Expended and fet upon the fcore;

But at the firflt augment of all

Which tymie our Szome depart ye fhall
In parts twaine full equally,

‘With fubtill ballance and not with Eye-:
One for the Red, that other for the White,
To mainteyne both for your delight
Then winning firft beginneth to arife:
Butatterwards if ye be wile,

At every angment continually,

Profic {hall grow comodiouily 5

In this our White Warke alone,

As well as in the Ruby Stone,
Whereof faid cazaria Sifter of  Aron,
Lyfe i [hort, and Science & ﬁf#ﬂ long.
Nachles it greately retardeth Age,

-
g

When it is ended by ftrong Courages

But {ome that have byne tought trewlie,
Have forfooke their worke lewdly s

When their greate labour have g ne pafte,
For thei know not how at the lafte
Groweth the profit and the winninge,
Which thei would have at the beginninge,
Therefore I finde that it is neede,

The trewth to tell when ye fhulde fpeede,
For when 1 am paft and out of minde,
This my Witnes fhall reft behinde,

For which caufe Idoe not fpare,

Of this Arte the trewth to dectare .

As much as I dare, cthat I be not fhent
For breaking of Geds Commandement.
This wifc endeth all our White Werke
Shewed fufficiently for an able Cletke.
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AFter all this upon a day
[ heard my noble Mafrer fay

How that manie men patient and wife,
Found our White Stone with Exercife 5
After that thei were trewlic tought,

With great labour that Steme they Caughts
But few (faid he) or {carcely one,

In fiftcene Kingdomes had our Red Stome ¢
And with that word he caft his Eye,
Looking on me full fteadilye,

Of his words he faw me woc,

I faid alas what fhall I doe¢

For above all Erthly thinge,

I moft defire and love Cunninge.

And for the Red Stone is prelervative,
Moft precious thinge to length my Lifes
The Red Stowe faid 1is lever to me,

Then all were Gould that T would foe tobe.

. He faid 1 was to younge of Age,

Of Body lufty and likely to outrage,
Scantly of the age of twenty eight yeares,

He faid Philofophers had noe fuch Compeers s,

This woefull anfwer then-he madeto me,

_ 'Fill ye be elder he faid ic maie not be.

Alas 'good Mafter remember faid T,
Howbeit my Body be light and. luftic,.
Prove and affay and you fhall finde

Age fufficient within my Minde,

He held his words full fill chat tyde
And f{o long tyme he did abide;

After this fudainely in. wonderous wile,

He tempted me after the Philefophers guife..
Which to reherfe it were too longe,

And to thew how I fhould doe wronge;

{1
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For that muft be kept fecreate, 13 Chap, 5.
For them which fhall with this Science meete s
Yet at the laft with leafure and ‘with fpace

I wan his love, by help of Gods Graces

So that I had with Grace the trewe doirine
Of Confe&ion of the Red medicine

Whom to fecke it availeth right nought,

Till the White medicine b fully wrought.

Alfoe both Medicines in their beginninge

Have one manner of Veffell -and “Workinge,

As well for the. White as alfo for the Red,
Till all quick things be made dead;

Then Veffells and forme of operation:

Shall chaunge, in Matter, Figure, and Graduation.
But my herte. quaketh; my hand is tremblinge,.
When I write of this moft felcouth thinge.
Hermes brought forth a true-fentence and; blounte,
When he faid Ignis & A3t tibi fufficiunt.

The Expofitor of Hermes.and Ariffotle joyate,
In that joynte worke fhewd a ftraunge pointe,
He (aid Albertus. atagnsns. the Black. Freere,
Nether Freer Bacow his compecere,

Had not of our Red ffsne confiderationy.

Him to increale in multiplication.

The Expofiror knew it fufficiently,

And my Maffer tought me trewly, .

Albcit that 1 never made affayc

OF the Redworke before this-Daye

The caufe appeareth-in'this Boke before;
When 1 was robbed then' I would no more..
Nerhlefle I -have put. me fo farr in preafs,

That fecreate Trewth to fhew I cannot ceafcs
Reherfing fuch as were greately too bold,

So great fecreats to fhew as thei tolde: -
e O Thel
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‘Thei (aid that within-the Genter of incompleate Whi
Was hid our Red Stone of moft delight:

hich maic with ftrength and kinde of Fier,
¢ made to appeare right as we defier.
Pandulphus in Twrba faide, mente [ecura,
Et ejus umbra in vera tinitura,
Maria confirmed it in fide oculata,

Quod in ipfs albedine eff rubedo occultata,

The Boke.Lawdabile Sanctum madeby Hermes,
Of the Red Worke {peaketh in this wife:
That is to faie, if ye take heede thcrctu:
Then is the faire White Woman

‘Married ro the Ruddy Man.

Underftandinge thercof if ye would gett,

When our White Stone fhall fuffer hearte,

And reft in Fier as red as Blood,

Then is the Marriage perfet and good 5

And ye maic trewly know that tymc,

How the feminall feed Mafculine

Hath wrought and won the Vi¢tory

Upon the menftrualls worthily, -

And well converted them to hiskinde,

As by experience ye fhall finde,

Pafling the Subftance of Embrion, 5

For then compleate is ‘made our Stones

Whom wife Men faid that ye fhulde feede

With his owne Venome when it is neede.

Then ride or goe where ye délighe,

Tor all your 'Cofts 'he woll you quite.
Thus endeth the fabtifl Warke with all ‘her ftott
I need not, T maic not, I woll thew no more

CHAP:
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ﬁ o ==y () wards the Matters of Concordange,
;,-4‘ Er B

Confider there be no variance
Betweene {uch things as fhulde accorde,
For of variance maie grow difcord,
224 VVhereby your VVarkes maic be lof;
‘VVith all your labour and all your coft:
He that wol take our VVarke in hande,
Fjve Concords he muft underfiande.
The firff Concord is neede to marke
VVhether his Minde accorde with the Warke,
VVhich fhalbe Lord to paie for all,
Els all your labour deftroy ye fhall,
_ | “The [econd Concord is needtull ro kenn,
| | " Between this Crafte and her Workemen.
* The Third (hall ferve well your intents,
VVhen Warke accordeth with I:;y?mmam.r.
The fourth Concord muft welbe fought,
VVith the Place where it fhall be wrought:
For trewlie it is no little grace
To find a perfect working Place.
. The Fift is of Concord and of Love, ‘
g Betweene your VVarkes and the Spheare above,
Of theis five Concords rcherfe we fhall,
Beginning with the firflt of all.
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Or the fizff ye fhall well finde

That full few Lords be ftable of Minde 5
Thei be hatty, the VVarke is longe,
Thei woulde have you doe Nature wronge.
Some now be onward as hafty as her,

Hall
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Halfe a yeare after have noe defire 5 Chap. &.
And fome in a Wecke, it is noe Nay, |
Woll chaunge their mindes, and fome ina day,
And for one Moneth have full beleife,

And the next Moneth thei woll the Arfe repreeve.

1t were much better for fuch to cealc,

Than for this Arte to put them in preafle ;

Let fuch like Butterflics wander and pafie,

And lerne this leffon both more and laffe,

Following the Sentence of this holic letter,

Aitingens & fine afg, ad finem foriiter

Difponens omnia [waviter

Thar is, proceede mightily to the End

From the Beginning, mavugre the feinde,

All things difpofing in the meane fpace,

With great fuavity that commeth of grace.

All fhort-witted Men and mutable,

Stich muft needs be variable ;

And fome doe every Man beleive,

Such’ credence doth their Cofers greives

To everie new Tale to them tolde,

They give Credenceand leave the olde.

But fome Lords be ftable of wit,

Such be apt to finifh it.

Everie fuch Lord or Mafter of this Werke,

Be he Layman or be he Clerke,

Be he rich man, Knight, Abbot or Lorde,

He hath with this 4r¢e greate Concorde.
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TH: [feconde Concorde with this Arze is;
When ye can finde apt Minifters.
Noe Minifter is apt to this intent,

But he be fober, wife,and diligents

Trewe,and watchfull, and alfo timerous,
g! - O3 Clofe
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Clofe of Tongue, of Body not vitious,.
Clenly of hands, in Tuching curious,

Not difobedient, neither prefumptuous s

Such Servants maie your workes of Charge
Minifter, and fave from all ourrage;

But truft not that two fuch Servants or three,.
Maie {ufficient for your worke bes

If your Matter be of quantity reafonable, .
Then Eight fuch Servants be convenables
But upon litle quantity, finde ye fhall

Foure men able to performe all;

That one halfe of them muftwerke

While the other Sleepeth or goeth to Kerkes
For of this Arte ye fhall not have your praye,
But it be miniftred as well by Ni {u: as Daye
Continually, except the holy Sonday alone,
From Evenfong begin till Evenfong be done.
And while thei worke thei muft needes efchewe
All Ribaudry, els thei {hall finde this trewe,
That {uch mifhap fhall them befall,

Thei fhall deftroy part of their Works or-all;
Therefore all the Minifters muft be. Men,

Or elfe thei muft be all Weomen

Ser them not occupied one with another,
Though fome to you be Sifter or Brother:
Yet thei muft have fome good difporte

Their greate labours to recomforte :

Then nothinge fhall better avaunce

Your worke than fhall this Concordance.

“He Third Cancerd is to manie full derke,
To ordeyne Inftruments according to the Werke:
As everie Chapter hath divers intents,
Soe hath it divers Infkruments;

Both
-
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Both in Matter and alfo in Shape,

In Concord that nothing may mis-happ :
As workes of Divifion and Seperation
Have fmall Veflells for their Operations
But Veflells broade for Humeétation,

And fome deale broad for Circulation s
But longe Veflells for Precipitation ;

Both fhort and long ferve Sublimation:
Narrowe Veflells and foure inches high
Serve Correétion moft propetly.

Of Veflells, fome be made of Leade,

And fome of Clay both quick and deade;
Dead Clay is called fuch a thinge

As hath foffered greate roaftinge 5

Such medled in powder with good raw ‘Claye,
Will Fier abide and not goe away;

But manic Claies woll leape in Fier,

Such for Veflells doe not defire.

Other Veflells be made of Stonc,

For Fier fufficient but few or none
Amonge Workemen as yetis founde

In any Country of Englith grounde,
Which of Water nothing drinke fhall,
And yer abide drie Fier withall,

Such Stones large for our intente,

Were a precious Inftrument;

All other Veffells be made of Glafle,

That {pirityall matters {hould not out-pafie;
OFf Afhes of Ferne in this Lond everi-each one
Be made, but els-where be of Stone.

Of our Glaffes the better kinde,

The morning ftuffe ye fhall it finde,
Which was Afhes the night before,

Standing in Heate all night and more;
The

‘95
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The harder ftuffe is-called Freton,

Of clipping of other Glaffes it come:
Tinfture with anealing-of 'Glafiers « -
Will not perfe him as thei-reherfe. -/
By this Doétrine chafe or refufe,

Take which you woll uato your ufe,

But for figures of Veflells kinde,

Everie Man followeth 'his ‘owne minde; )
The beft falhion is ye maie be fure; =
She that beft concordethrwith Vieflell'of Natures -
And figure that beft Concordeth with quantity,
And with all:Circumftances, to matterbeft is fhes:
And this theweth well' Albertss Magnus,

In his Boke De Mimeralibus,

Hercof a Secreate difclofed was,

By my good Mafter;to morcand lefle,
Saying, S¢ Dews. non dediffer nobis vas .

Nibil dediffez, and thatis Glaffe,

I Nftrumeats needefull there be more,-

As be Furnaces ordeyned therefore. |

Olde Men imagined for this Arre

A {pcciall Furnace for everie parte, ' ‘
Everic-each divifing -after-his owne thought; =
But manie Furnaces of-them be naught; -
Some were too broade and fome too longe, *
Manie of them-did Narure wronge : 1363
Therefore fome Furnaces maie be well ufed;
But manie of them muft-bs refufed,

For theie were- made but by -advice -

Of them which feemed, and were nor wifes

The moft Commendable’ Fafhion-of them:allj °

In this Boke portraied finde ye fhall. ¢
Qne Furnace by me is found of newe; - ;
| Snc
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Such as Olde Men never knewe,

Whofe fecreate Power with ftudy fought,
And with gg:arc Coft was dearely bought
In him wilbe at onc tyme wrought,
Threefcore Warkes, and coft right nought,
More than it fhulde for one Warke or twaine,
Therefore profitable it is certaine s

. Threefcore degrees divers ye maic gett,

For threefcote warkes, and everie-cch of divers Heate,
Within that Furnace, to ferve your defire,
And all rhei ferved with one litle Fier,
Which of a Foote fquare onlie fhalbe,

Yer everie-ech of the threefcore -as greate fpace as he:
Manic purpofes ye maie thereby fulfill,

For here you fhall have Heate after your will.
Of this Inftrument all Men maie not. be {ure;.
Therefore it is not formed in Picture..
Another Furnace woll ferve threefcore

Glaffes trewly, and yet farr more,

Everic-cch of them franding: in like Heate,

As by the Piéture, Doctrine ye maic gett ::
Another Furnace for this operation,

By me was found by lmagination,

Notably fetving for Seperation

Of dividents, and for Altification,

And for Dis-jun&ion called Divilion,

And for Corre&ion called Ablution,

Yt woll for fome things ferve Deficcatios;
Y ferveth full well for Preparations

Soe for fix things it ferveth well,

And yet for all at once as 1 can tell :

This is a new thinge which fhall not be

Set out in PiGure for all men to fees

Another Furnace in. Pi&ure be fhall,
i
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More full of perills than other Furnaces all,
Made for Magnetia, whereof bould Men had doubte,
To tuch with hands a poore lynine Cloute,
Which in the midle thereof unbrenned ftoode,
For feare of flames brenning fierce and woodes
Which futtill Furnace I devifed alfoe,
In which I found manic wonders moe
Than is convenienc at this feafon to tell,
Whole graduation is doubtfull and cafuell :
W herein «Magnetia, matter of greate cofte,
Muft quickly be ferved orf{uddainly be lofte :
Of whofe graduation if you woll not miffe
Confider your Stoplest and lerne well this,
The more is the Stople the lefle is the Heate,
By manifould Stoples Degrees ye maic gett;
Whoe knoweth the power, the working and kinde,
Of everie Furnace, he maie well trewzh finde,
And he which thercof dwelleth in Jgnorance,
All his Watke faleth upon Chaunce:
Noc man is fure to have his intent,
Without full concord of Arte with Inftrament.
Manie more Inftruments occupied ye fhall fe,
Than in this Chapter now rehearfed be,
Which ye muft ordeyne by good or fad advice
And prove them before hﬂng oftif'ye be wile.

TH: fonrth Concord is full notable
Betweene this Arte and Places Convenable,
Some Places muft needes be evermore dry,
Clofe from Aier, no waies Windy s

Some muft be darke and dimme of fight,

In which Sun-beames none maie light

But for fome Places the trewth fo is,

Thei cannot have too much brightnes :

- Some
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Some Places muft needes be Moift and Cold Chap.6.
For fome workes as Anctors toulde

But in our Warkes in everie place,

Winde will hurt in everie Cale:

Therefore for everie Warke in feafon,

Ye muft ordaine Places by reafon.

Philefophers faid by their engine,

~ How it fhulde be wrought within locks Nyne:-

A firelogers faid it was a grace,

To finde 2 Chofen.Working Place;

For manic things woll wonderous doe

In fome Places and ellewhere not foe,

But contrarie wonders be of o€ thinge

Tn contrarie Countries wroughit without leafing ;.

Whereof none other caufe maie appeare,

But only contrarie places of the Sphere:

Whereto Places contrarie of the grounde,

To them Concordaunt and Obedient be found;

Hereof great Evidence and wittnes full cleere,

In the Magnets Stone openly doth appeare,
Whofe North pointe draweth tnwatdp his Countrie,
Which under the Southe ftarr driveth Needles awayes.
Wherefore wife Men which for this 4r¢e fought,
Found fome Places concordant, fome Places nought;
Trc-wl!r,' fuch Places where Lechery is ufed

Muft for this Arte be nrterly refuled.

He fift Comcordis knowne well of Clerks, (Werks.
Betweene the Sphere of Heaven and our Suitild
thinﬁ in Erth hath more Simplicitic,
Than thclements of our Stome woll be,
W herefore thei being in warke of Generation,
Have moft Obedience to Conftellation:
Whereof Concord moft kindly and convenicnt
P 3. Is
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Is a dire& and firile Afcendent,
Being figne common for this Operation,
For the multitude of their Iteration:
Fortune your Afcendent with his Lord alfo,
Keeping th’ afpeét of Shrewes them fros
And if thei muft let, or needely infeét, :
Caufe them to looke with a Trine afpeét.

Yor the White warke makefortuna e the Meone,

For the Lord of the Fourth hosfe hkewile be it dones
For that is Thefaurum abfconditwm of olde Clerks 4
Soe of the Sixt boufe for Servamts of the Werks
Save all them well from greate impediments,

As it is in Picurc, @5 like the fame intents.
Unleffe then your Nagiwity pretend infection,

In contrariety to this Election,

The vertue of the Mover of the Oibe is formall,
The vertue.of the Eight Sphere is here Inftrumentall
With her Signes and Figures and parts afpcuall,
The Planets vertue is proper and fpeciall,

The vertue of the Elements is here mareriall,

The vertue infufed refuleeth of them all:

The frft islike toa workmans Minde,

The fecond like his Hand ye fhall finde.

The third is like a good Inftrument,

The remnant like 2 Thing wrougnt to 'your’intent.
Make all the Premifes with other well accord,
Then fhall your merrits make you a greate Lord.

In this wile the Elixir of whom ye make mention,
Is ingendered, a thing of a fecond intention.

Truft not in Geomantze that fuperftitious Arte, |
For God made Reafon whichthere is fer aparte. |
Truft not to all Aftrologers, 1 faie whie,

For that Arte is as fecreat as Alkimy,

That other is difproved and plainely forbod,

L] x
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OrpiNALL. 101
By holy Sainé#s of the Church of God, ~ Chapi6, "
Truft not, ne love not Negromancy,
For it is a property of the Devill to Iye.
Truft to this Deé#rine, lec héren your defires,
And now lerne the Regiment of your Fierse
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OrpINALL. 103
Chapsys

Cuar VII..

Sz parfet Maffer ye maic him ealt trowe, |
5 ==zl Which knoweth his Heates high and lowe. |

v4at) Nothing maic ler more your defires,
5

{ X Than ignorance of Heates of your Fiers.

EEEE2S OF manie Au&ors written ye maie fte, il
Totum confiftit in ignis regimine : I
Wherefore in all Chapters you muft o proceed, 1
That Heate worke not more ne lefle than it need; |
Wherein manie of Gebars Cookes d

Deceived were, though thei be wife in Bokes. |' j

Such Heate wherewith Pigg or Goofe is Scalded, - - - 4
In this e arte Deco&ion 1t is calleds 4
For Minerall meanes ferveth (uch heate, !#
And to make our Letharge to give fweate.

Such Heate as dryeth lawne Karcheefes fayre,
In thirty operations ferveth for our Ayre s i
Buc for Divifions you muft ufe fuch heate,
As Cookes make when they roaft grofle Meate;
The {ame Heate with a circular Fier,

For Separation of Dividents we defire;

Bur for Circulation of Elements, ¥
Ignis candens obferveth our intentss £
Which Fier muft ever be Coequall H
In every minute, and yet perpetuall : ;
For it maie never abate ne increafe, -
And yet the Fier maic never ceafe. | i

Study wifely, and looke about
Such a Fier trewlie to finde out.
And in that Fier no moifture maie be,
Which Hand maie fecle or Eye maie fee,
Tgnis




Chap7s

N ortons

Ignis humidwe an other Fier alfoe _

Is, and yet it feemeth oppefitum in adjecte :
Such Heate difsevereth at cerraine tydes
Matters cleving to Veflells fides.

Manie moe 'things .that Heate maie wynn,

It maketh oft chick Matters to be thynn.

A Philsfopber milkely {pake of this Heate,

And faide, the higheft degree thereof to get
Shall canfe and gendes fuch Siccitie,

As of drie heate fhall be in the Firlt degree..
Another Eier is Fire ot Dificcation,

For matters which be imbibed with Humectation,
An other Fier is Fier of Confervation,

For all dric things of. his. operation:.

For Magnetia is Fier of effufion,

Full of perills and full of illufion,

Not onely perill which to the Warke maie fall,
But fuch alfoe which the Maffer hurte f(hall,
Againft which once received is noe boote,
Ordaine therefore to ferch breath from your-foote;
Provide for Mouth, Eyes, Eares, and Nofe,
For it is worle than ten times. the Pofe..

Men hereby hath found paines fore,

Becaufe they had not this warning before.
Ignis corrodens ferveth in this Arte,

Elementa propingua wilely to departe.

By one point of excefle all your Warke is fhent,
And one point too litcle is infufficient 5

Who can be fure to finde his trewe- degree,
Magifler magnus in igue {hall he be.

It is the harder to know. trewly his might,
Thete is no triall for it bur our Eye ﬁgghr -7
Therefore all men faile.in his prefence,

Where. Heate is lerned with coft. of Expericnces




ORDINALL, 105
Of this Heate in fpeciall Anaxagoras {aid thus, chap. 7
Nemo primo fronte reperitir agg*rﬁm. S
Another is Heate of mighty Coadtion,
For Mineralls that be of hard Liquefa&tion:
This Heate cannot be too ftronge,
Be he continued never {o longe.
Another is Heate of Calcination
For fowle Mettalls for. their Preparation s
Which maie not brenn, ne doe them melte,
For fo all thei maie foone be fpilte.
The twelfte is Heate for to Sublime
All rhe Spirits of the Minc.
The laft Heate of theis goeth for all,
When to Projection our Sroze fhall fall.
Ufe maketh Mafteric, there is noe more to fayne,
But he thar faileth muft needs begin againe.
Now have I tonght youeverie thing by name,
As Men teach other the way to Walfingham,
Of every Village, Water, Bridge, and Hill,
Whereby wife Men their Journey maic fulfill :
Soe maic a Clerke by this Doctrine finde
This Science well if he be cleere of mindes
All other maie finde himfelfe hereby a foole
To deale therewith, which litle can of Schoole;;
For this is the end of all worldly Cunninge,
Whete to attaine can neither Pope ne King
By their Honours, nc by their great Councell,
But only by Vertue and Grace as Auctors tells
This precious Stone will not be found ne wrought
But he be right devotely fought.
The Auors forenamed with this Boke of mine,
Sheweth of Alkimy all the Doctrine,
If ye compleate their Sentences all,

Not by Opinion, but after this ordizall ;
' 2 For




N orton's

Fot mn this Ordinall 1 fet you from all doubt,
Is nothing fet wronge, nor one point left out.
The dayes were when that this Do&rine and groyp
Had pleafed me more than a Thoufand pound.
Three Hundred pounds was not for my defire,
As would have iaync this Chapter of the Ficr.
And mervaile not Lords, ne ye freinds all,
Why foe noble a Seyence, as all Men this Ar¢e call,
Is here fer out in Eaglifb blunt and rude,
For this is foe made to teach 2 Multitude
Of rude people which delen with this Werkes,
Ten Thoufand Zaymes againft ten able Clerks:
Whereby yearely greate Riches in this Zonde
1Is lewdly loft, as Wifemen underftonde -
And manic men of Everic degree
Yearcly be brought to great Povertee.
Ceasc Laymen, cease, be not in follie evers
Lewdnes to leave is better late than never.

All that bath pleafure in this Boke to reade,
Pray formy Soule, and for all both'Quick and deade,
In this yeare of Chriff One thoufand foure Hundd

. (feaventy and feaven,
This Warke was begun, Homour to God in Heaver.

The
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ALCHYMIEL

A moft excellent, learned, and worthy
worke,written by Sir George Ripley,
Chanon of Bridlington in Yorke-

fhire, Conteining twelve
Gates.
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Titnlus Operun.

Ere begynneth The Compounnd of “Alchymie,
HMadc by a Chanon of Bridlingten, ”

After his learning in Jtaly
At Txning for tyme he there did wonne:
In which be declared openly
The fecrets both of Swane and Moone,
How they their kinde to multiplye,
In one body togeder muft wonne.

Which Chanon Sir George Ripley highe,
Exempt from Clauftrall obfervance,
For whom pray ye both day and night ,
Sith he did labour you to advance.
He turned darknes into light,
Intending to helpe you to happy chaunce,
Gyving Cuunl’:lrthat ye live righe,
Docing to God no difpleafaunce.

Gergt
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GEORGE RIPLEY
O 'NTO

King Ep warp the fourth.
Who TRigmAd from J 6 L 14873
Honorable Lord, and moft wvictoryens Knyght,
Hgt& Grace and Fortune Ebﬂﬁ&dm{y mn’emﬂf :
- The [avezard of England, & maynteyner of rights
That God _-,rw{ J’a-ﬂgﬂb faﬁerd% he hath w:;d’ ﬁwed{ g
Wherefore I truft thys Lond [balbe renewed
With Foy and Riches, with Charyty and Peace,
So that old ranckors underfirewed,
Tempeftnons troubles and wretchednes fhall ceafe.

And now [yth I [ee by tokens right evident,
That God you gujﬂ'ﬂﬁ, and that ye be wertnous,
Hating [yane, and [uch as be infolent,

How that alfo Manflaughter o you 5 ediows,
Upon the Indygent alfo that ye be piteous,

Greate ruth it were if ye [hould not lyve longe :
For of your dg”ﬂ fortune ye be not prefumptuons,
Nor vengeable of mynde to wreke cvery wrong.

Theis confidered , with others, inyour moft noble Eftate,
Like as God knoweth, and people doe witnefJe beare,
So :ﬁf;;r:? me weveth, that 1 muft algate
Recorde the [ame, and therein be no flatterer :
And that not onely, bur alfo to write here,
And to yowr Highues humbly for to prefent
Great Secretts which I in farre Countryes did lere,
 And which by grace 10 me moft unworthy are lent.

; [
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The Epiftle.
Once to your Lordlbip [uchk thyngs I did promife,

What tyme ye did command to [end snto mes
And [ince that I wrote in full fecret wife,

 Unte your Grace from the Univerfitie

Of Lovayne, when God fortaned me byGrace to [o

Greater [ecretts and moch more profyte,

Which onely to gﬂﬂ I wyll difelofed 1o be :

That 4 to fay the great E.l:ixirs both Red and White.

For like it you to truft that trewlie I have found
The perfeit waye of moft fecrete Alchimy,
Which I wyll never trewly for Merke ne for Pounde
Make common but to you, and that conditionally,
That to your feife ye _/%m&' keepe it full fecresly,
And oncly it ufe as may be to Gods pleafure,

Els in tyme comming, of God I [hould abye
For mydifcovering of bis (ecrete treafure,.

Therefore advife you wiell wyth gaod delyberation,
For of this Secrete fhall know none other Creature
But onely yor, as I make faithfull Proteffation ,
For all thetyme that I bere in byfe endure :
Whereso I wyll your Lordfbip we to enfure,

To. my defyre in thys by othe to agree,
Leaft 1 fhould to me the wrath of God procures
For my revealing bis greate gife and prewisie.

And yer moresver I wyll your Hyghnes to pardeio
For openly wyth pen 1 wyll 13 vever wryse,
But when that ye liff by praitice ye fhall fees
By Mowth alfeshis presioss feoret moff of delyoht;
How may be made Eixits Red-and Whyte,
Playne unto your Hyghnes it [ball declared be, ,
A4 if it pleafe you with eafy expence and refpyte
To help, 1 wyll shem make by heipe of the Trinitic. .




The Epiftle.

But notwythfFanding for perill thar might befall,
Though I dare wot here plainly the knst wubind:
Ter in my writeing T wyll not be fo Myftisall,

But that ye may by [ludie the knowlkeige finde :

How that eche thing multiplicable s in bys kinde,
And that likenes of bodies Metalline be tranfmntable
I wyll declare, sthat if ye feele me iv yowr minde

Te ﬁmﬂ prove my wryting true and noe fayned fable.

Andif God graunt yon by me to wynnethys treafure,
Serve him devowsly with more Lavd and thanking,
Praying his Godhead inlyfe ye wiay fo endure
His giﬁ: of grace and fd{-mm to ufe to his pleafing,
MofF [pecially inmending over all thing,

To yewr power and tonnyng his precepis tenne .
5o to keep, that into no dannger yowr feifeye bring ;
But that ye may in glorie [ee him hereaficr, Amen.

As the Philofopher in the boke of Meteors doth wryte,
That the lykeneffe of bodyes Metalline be not tranfmutable,
But, after be added theis words of more delyte,

Without they be redused to theyr begin ning materiable,
Wherefore /grm& bodies which in nature be liguable,
Minerall and aestaline may be Mercurigare,
Conceave ye may that this Scyence 5 not opinable,

* Bt wery trwe by Raymond and others devermynate.

In the [ﬂ:fa’ Boke the Philolopher fpeaketh #lfo,
Therein if it pleafe your Highnes for to reade,

of divers Sulphurs, but efpecially of 1wo

And of two Mercuryes Foymed 1o them indede :
Whereby be doth irue snder(landers leade

To the knowledge of the principles which be tric
Both Red moft pure, and White, as have I [pede,

Which be neveriheleffe founden but. of right few. ;
: Ap
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The Epiftle.

And thefe two things be beft he addeth anone
For them that worketh the Alchimy 2o take,
our Gold and our Stlver therewith to wmake alone,
Wherefore 1 [ay, whowill our Pearle and Ruby make,
The [(aid principles looke that he wot forfake :
For at the beginning if his principles be trewe,
And that be can by crafte them fo bake
Trewly at the end bis Worke fball hims not rewe.

But one greate [ecret ryght nedefull it i to knowe,
That though the Philofophers [peake plurally,
Al is but one Thing, ye may me trowe
In kinde, which i enr E;’f principally,
Whereof doth [pring both Whyte and Red naturallys
And yet the Whyte muft come fyr[f of the Red :
Which thyng is not wronght manually |
But naturally, Craft helping eute of our Leade.

For all 1he parts of onr moft precions Stone,
As Ican preve, be Coeffentiall and concrete 5
Moreover there &5 no true principle bug one s
Full longe it was er I therwith could mete :
Who can reduce it, and kneweth his Heate,
wAnd only kinde with kinde can rfdrqﬁ,

Till filth originall be clenfed from his Sear |
Likely he is to finde our [ecrets both more and leffe,

Onlietherefore worke Kynde,with his owne Kynde,
And all your Elements Ioyne that they not ftrive,
This poynte alfo for any thing beare in mynde ;
That pafiive nalures ye teurne into acfive,

Of Water, Fire, and Winde, of Erthe make blives
And of the Quadrangle make y¢ a Figure round,
Then have ye bonie of oar bene bive

One oupce well werth a thosfand pound,
= Toe
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The principall (ecrese of [ecretes all
Is true Proportion which may not be behinde,
Wherein I cowncell yow be not ﬁ:pe??:fd!!,
The true conclufion if ever ye thinke to fynde;
. Turne Erth to Waier, and Water into Wynde,
Therof make Fire, and beware of the Floode
. of Noe, wherein many one be blinde ;

That by this Science thei get but little good.

T councell you to eate and drinke temperatly,
"And be well ware thar Ipofarcha come not inplace;
Nefh not your Wombe by drinking ymmoderatly,
Lest ye quench !-mﬂr nasurall Heatein Iystle [paces
The colowr wyll tell appearing in your Face:
Drinke no more therefore, then ye may eates
Walke np and downe after an eafic pace,

Chafe ot your Body too fore for to fweate.

With eafy Fire after weving when ye [weaie,
Warme your Body and make it dry-againes
By Rivers and Fountaines walke after meate :
wAt morvawe tymely vifit the high Monntaine,
That Phificke [o byddeth I reade certeyne :
So.bygh the Mountaine nevertheles ye notafcende;
But that ye may downewardthe wayhave plaine,
Andwithyenr Mantell from cold ye yow - defende.
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Such labony is holfome, your [weat if yewyll drie
With & napkin, and after it take no cold,
For grofie humors bé purged by Sweat kindly;
1fe Diacameron, then confeit with perfect Gold
Hermodactilus for wairie humors good I hold,
Ufe Hipericon Perforate with mylke of Tithimalls
And Sperma Cete ana with redd Wyne when ye wax old,
And Goses Mylke [oddé withGold nourifbesh moifture radical,
‘ R Bus
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The Epiftle.

But & good Phifytian who (o intendeth to be,
Our lower Aftronomy bim nedeth well to knewe
And after that tolerne, well, Urinein a glaffe to fee,
And if it pede to be chafed, the Fyre to blowe,
Then wyttily, it, by divers wayes to throwe,
And after the H#ﬁ: to make a Medicine blive,
Truly telling the ynfirmities all on & rewe : |
Whothus candeo by bis Phyficke islike to thrive,

We have an Heasen yncorruptible of the QuintefJent,
Ornate with Elements, Signes, Planetts, and Starrs bri
Which moifteth our Erthe by Sustile influence :
And owt thereof aSecrete Sulphure bid from fights
It fetteth by wertue of his aniractive mights

Like as the Bee fetcheth Hony ont of the Flowre
Which thing can doo mone other Erthly wight ;
Therefore to Ged only be glory and honesr.

And like as Xfe to Warer dothrelente,
Whereof congealed it was by wislence of greate Cold,
Whence Phebus it [miteth with his Heate influent :
Right [0 to Water mynerall, reduced i our Gold,
(As writeth playnly Albert, Raymond, and Arnold)
With heate and moiflure by craft occafionate,
With congelation of