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WORD ABOUT 8n.Au&Bei$.
R.A. M. S. , ttre Restoration of Alchemical Manuscripts Society is a very
loosely knit group composed of Private citizens around the world who have
contributed to the present work and others in one way or another. Tbe goal
of the society ig to seek out and obtain copies of Alchemical roaDuscriPts,
tracts, printed works alrd other such roaterials ald literature. From these,
certain items are selected for t regtorationl . This conaiats in re -ty?ing the
Eaterial to render it readable, therefore useable. The reading is made more
eajoyable by the use of charts, syabols, dictionaries, diagraros, inseltion
of printed iltustratioDs a.od otber annotations to shed additional light on tbe te:d.

R.A.M. S. is a non-profit or ganiz ation with members f1'61a erl walks of
life. There is no I or ganiz ationr per se, just individuals desirous of perform-
ing a labor of lo'ne. It is tieir hope that these efforts will perbaps result ill
renewed interest iD the science of Aleheay or e\reD contribute to new dis- -
coveries or fields of e:(perirnentation. While this material is for alL cn the
path of Alchemy, it G particnlarly for the sincere practiciag Alchemist.

The tra!€ctiption of this material is as verbati"" a.s human stirl-e pernit. The
only erceptiona are to make the loatter uore readable, or understandable,
with sone I oodernizationt . This is done ONLY where it is judged that no
arnhigsify will arise from a slight deParture from the original and there is no
danger of deleting key words or phrases where a possible use of Gematria,
Temura, Notariqon or other form of written code erists. Thus, mis-spelled or
gl.arnrn3tfsally. incgmect roaterial is to be found as well as archaic or strange
words. TbiE is in an effort to mairtai! the original text as lar as possible.
The completed material is then reproduced, sometirDes bound and offered to
ioterested parties. The costs for these copies are used to defray reproduction
costa and to obtain additional material Jor restoration

The work of R.A.M. S. includes such material as "Last Will and Testament,
of Basil Valentine, important selections from the invaluable Bacstrom Manu-
€cripta such ag "Golden Chain of Homer", "Lamspringr s Process for the
Lapis Sophorun", ttThe Cbemistl s Key", t'Tbe Mineral Glute! of Nitre and
Sulfurtt, ttCoelum Philosophonrmtt and others. Additionally, material by other
sriterr s is or will be offered. Suchas Geber, Kalid, Ripley, Bacon, Hazelrigg,
Eollandus, Becher, uontesnyder rAlbertua Magnus 
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etc etc

It iB higbfy approrpiate to ackaowledge the many persons wtro have eitber loat -
eri.lry or philosophlcally contributed to the present effort aDd firiure ones. For
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bers of R.A.M.S. or that such a group even erists! While the list is long, it
includee: C. Collins 
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Lr t{u1ler ,l)oris Edlein' Arp. Joo, D. and J. Nintzel,

N. Ogle, G. Price, F. Regardie, W. van Doren, K. volr Koenigseek,and ea-
pecially David H.'''. For their labors and contributiona, grateful thanks are
girrer:. Let thsir nncglfish efforts inspire others to Ught the fires of Alcherny.

To obtain copies of the6e Eaterials, or to contribute ir soBe way to this urork,
coutact: R.A. M.S - "/o 
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The Hermetic Philosophy.
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The Preface to the reader in the Fleach

a.nd LatlE copies.

AEoDgst al l  tbe otber Pbi loEophers (  lorr iag reader) only our

Altephlus ls Bot eEvlous a6 he affirns of himself 1n aaay places

and therefore he ].ays dowB the rhole Art 1n nost opea words in

thls Treat lse. f [ te lpretat lng" 
-aE 

far as he oay the doubtful  sp-

eeches aad sophislos of  otbers.  Neverthelees, lest  he should g- ive

uato the yicked igaorant aud evil EeE occaEion and neans to do

hurt  he ha6 l i t t l -e vel led the truth I .n tb,e Pr iuciples of  tbe Scle-

nce, uade! a!  art t f ical  nethod, aonet j - t res af  f i r ! f f ing, Eoruet j -Ees

deaying, and aaking as tbough he often repeated oae aad the sa[e

thiag, whereas in those Repet i t lons he always chaages sone vords,
geeEiag often to say th.e contrary of  what he bad saj .d before, 8111-

irg to l -eave uato the Judgenent of  the reader the vay of  t ruth,

virtue, aad true rorkl-!6; whlch if atty Ea.D. fj-Ed let LIL E give l-o.E-

ortal  th 'yrks to God alone, but i f  he see that he works not is tbe

ri6ht way, Iet hj.n read oyer thJ-e author a6a1tr and agaln, untJ.J-

he understand his neaning.

So did tbe learned John Pontalus rhlcb says in hi.s Epistle,

pr j -ated in fheatrura Cheuicun. They err  (  says he speakirg of  them

that l-abour 1n thi.s Art) they have erred aad w.ill alvays err be-

cause the Phi losophers 1!  thelr  books have never 6et dorn the pro-

per ageat except oaly one, which 1s caLled Artephlus, but he speaks

for hinsel f  atrd i f  I  bad Bot read Artephius, and understood where-

of he spake, I  had rever cone to tbe conpl lnent of  the work.

Therefore read this book and read tt atain, usti.l you u_ader-

stand hj .s Epeech and so obtaia your desired end. f t  shaLl-  be aeed-

]e6s to speak anynore coucerElng our Author.  I t  suf f ices that by

the trace of God aoi i  the use of the wolderful  Quj.ntessence he l_lved

a l0OO years,  a6 sr i tneeses Roger Baco!. ,  1E hl .s book of the wonder-

ful  wolks of  Nature and also the nost learned Theophrastus Para-

celsus,  j -E hi6 book of  Long Li fe;  which tern of  1OOO yeare which
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!.oD€ of tbe other Phllosophers, n'o [ot tbe Fatber of thed, EerEea

hLnself sas able to attaln uato. Look therefor€ rbetber peradve!-

ture, tlris Ea! bave Eot uBderstood tbe rirtue of our Stoae and

tbe EAEne! hor to use lt, better than tbe rest.

Eovever 1t be, u€e thou lt ald ou! Laboure to tbe glory of

God aad tb,e proflt of thts Kl-BgdoB. Farerell.

H. B. I  rEote tbl.s preface.
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ARTEPHIUS EIS SECREf BOOK

A!.t i .noay Ls of  tb,e parts of  Saturn aad has 1u every reepect

the Eature thereof, so thl.s Saturnj-aD .datlnouy agrees ,rith tbe

Sua, barri|rg h itself Argeat-vlve, rhereln tro Eeta]- is droraed

but Gold, that ls to 6ay, GoId olly i.s drowned iu Antl.uonl-al Sat-

ur l lno AlgeEt-rr ive atd w-i thout that ArgeDt-vlve, ! ,o netal  ca! be

wLtteued, l t  Hbi tenE tberefore Laton, tbat  1s Gold;  and reduces

a perfect bod,y iato it6 nlr6t Matter; that 1s i-nto Sulphur aad

A!ge!,t-v'!r'E , o f a whlte coLcu!, aud sh:LLi[g Bore tbar g].ass.

I t  d issolves, I  say, tbe perfect body trLlch is of  bJ-s nature, for

th:Ls vater ls frleadly alrd pleaeant to the aetals, wblteuiag the

Sun because lt conta1B6 a rbi te ArgeBt-rive, and froa heace thou

Eay draw a 6reat secret.  To r i - t  that tbe saler of  SaturEl-ao A!-

tj.laoEy ought to be Mercurial and whlte to the end that it rcay wLi--

tea the Gold, aot burB. j -a6 i t ,  but di .ssolv i-ng; aad afterwards coB-

5ea11ng it to the torlo of rh1te Crea-u, tberefore 6ay6 the PLllo-

sopher that thJ-s water nakes the body to be volat i le,  because af-

ter i t  has beea dj-ssolved in tbis water aad cooled again,  l t  t ro-

unts alof t  upon tbe 6utface of tbe water;  take (Eays he) GoId

crude fol1ated, laaiaated or caLclned xrLth Mercury aEd put 1t

lnto ou! Vl .negar,  Aat iaoaial  Saturnluo Mercur laL and drawn fron

Sa1 ' , ' rnooiack (as l t  l .s sai-d) 1E'  a broad vessel  of  glas6, four

f lngera hi .gh or u,ore, and leave 1t there; ia a tenperate heat,

aad ln a sbort  t ine,  you w-i l l  see l i f ted up, as l t  were a l j .quor

of 011, svluulng alof t  1u a rBanner of  a t l t ln s id! ' ,  that gather

with a spootr or vith a feather dl'ppl-ng lt 1D and so doiag aaay

t ines ia a day, uut iL there do Dothl- lg Eore ar ise, af tersards

Eake the water vapou! away, by the f i re:  that is to say, the sup-

erf luous hunour of  the Vinegar,  aad there wi] . ] -  renaia unto you a

Flf th Esseace of Gold,  1n forn of  a white Oi-1 l .uconbust ible,

vhereln tbe PhiJ.osophers have placed their  greatest secrets,  and
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th is 011 1s exceedl-ng sweet and ls of  great power to nj- t igate tbe

pal.B a-Ed grief of wouads.

Al l  the secret tb€a of th j .s secret Ant i t ronj .als,  l -s that by vir tue

thereof we kaov hos to extract aEd dlas out of  the body of the'

Mag!,essio. Argeat-rive not burEhg (and thJ.s ADtitlony and Hercur-

i -al  Subl laate )  tbat 1s we aust draw a water l i .v lag lnconbust ible,

and tb,en congeal i t  !o the or . r i th the perfect body of the Sun,

vhlcb ls dissolved therein j -ato a rature and Eubstance wLite,  coo-

gealed, aE 1f i t  were Cleam, rhicb nakes i t  a l l  to beccae whlLe.

Nevertb.elese, f l ls t  of  al l  thJ-s Sun in bJ-s putr l fact i -o!  and

resolutioD 1a tLts water, in the begl.Elirt rj.ll loose Ll- s light,

be darkeaed, and becoo.-e black and afterward r-11l l1ft hiEself upoa

the water aud there ry1l}  sw'Ia uloa l t :  By l i . t t le aad l i t t l -e a wh. i te

co. l .our i r  a whlte substaBce a!.d tbls j -s cal led to whiten the Red

Latoa.

To subLioe 1l  Pbi losoptr lcar fy and to red,uce l t  lnto bl .s Firs l

Matter,  tb.at  1s to say, Ll to BhJ.te Sulphur i lconbust lble and i r to

Argeat- tr lve f lxed and tbe Sealnal  t rolsture,  that is to say, Gold,

our body by the rel teral ion of  l lqul fact lotr  id '  th is our dl .ssolv j .n€
,rater,  j .s turBed aad reduced lBlo Sulphur and Argeat-vive f ixed,

atrd so tbe perfect body of the Sua takes l l . fe j .n thl .s water,  j -s

!err ived, luspj . red, iacreased aod aul t ip l led 1n h1s kind, as al l

other th l - lgs are;  for  ia th is water i t  cone6 to pass that the body

ccupou[ded of tuo bodles, of  the Sun a-ud of the Moon, puffs up

swo11ea, putr i f ies as a grain of  seed corn;  becoraes great wi tb

youE6, is I i f ted up ald lncreases takiag the substaDce aad nature

I i .v iag atd vegetable.

AIso our water,  or our foreEald Vi . legar is the Vinegar of  Mou-

ntain,  that ls to say, of  the Sua and of the l , ioo !r  a ld therefore

1t is mlxed with the Sua and i {oon and cleans tbeE perpetual ly,

to ' r l t  the body takes froE th16 water the t incture of  wLiteness

a!.d wlth i t  ( the water)  6h1lre6 wi- th inest ioable br ightness: , {e



therefore tbat kaows bow to turB the body j-Eto wbite Silver }ier-

euti-al-, he nay afterward by this wLite Gold, easily tu!tr al). iE-

perfect oetals lato very good aEd f iae Sl lver;  aud this white G-

old 1s by the Phi losopbers cal led thelr  white l , looD. The str i te

Argeat-vive fi-xed, tbe Gold of Alcbeny aDd the whi.te sEoke, tb,ere-

fore rithout that, our A-Etitroalal Viaegar, the ,shite Gold of A1-

cbedy carulot  be aade, aad becauEe h our Vinega! there is a dou-

b1e substasce of ArgeEt-r i re,  oue of ADtiaoay aad anotber of  I ' {er-

cury 6ub116ed. I t  does tberefore gi .ve a doubl"e rreight and subst-

ance of Argent-rr j . re f1:ed, al td aLso augneut tbelein ( in the Gold)

tbe natural  colour,  welght,  substarce ard t incture tbereof.

thelefore our dl.Eso]-viag water causes a great tiacture aud

a great fusion because that ' .zhee 1t f  eel-6 tbe connon f i re,  J- f  tbere

be la i t  tbe perfect bodyofthe Sur or of  the Moon, i t  suddeuly

Eakes l t  to be nel teci  a:rd to be turaed into Lis substauce, vhi . te

aiS i t  is aud add colour,  weight and t lacture to the body, l t  bas

pover also to dj 'ssolve al1 tLings that nay be ael ted and i t  16 a

potrderous body rr i6cous, precious and honorable,  resolvtrrg al l  cr-

ude bodles lato their  pel fect  oatter,  that l .s,  into earth aud a

viscous lorder,  lbat l -s to say, into Sulphur and Argent-vive.

I f  therefore you put lBto this seter any netal  f j . led or at t -

enuated an'*  leavin8 i t  for  a t ine in a geat le heat,  i t  r l r i l l  a l l

be dissolved and change lBto a vj .6cous water or a rehl . te oi} ,  as

is sa1d, and so i t  Bol l i f j .es the body and preFares 1t  for fusion

and l iquj . fact ion, Eay l - t  nahes al l -  tb lngs fusible,  that is stones

aod metals and af i ,erwards 6ives thed I i . fe and Spi.r i t ,  therefore

i t  d iseolve6 al l -  th lngs w-i th a wont ierfuJ- sol-ut ion, turLin6 the

perfect bodies lato a fusible Eedi.c ine. i4el t iag, petretrat i t rg and

moFe f1-{ed, increasj-ng the weight and colour.  y lork therefore with

i t  and you uj- l I  obtain f ron 1t  that r .vhich you desire,  for 1t  Lhe

Spi-r i t  and SouI oi  the Suo and the Moo!.  i t  is  the Oi l .
t \ . r  ^^^ l  , ;  

- -  
! r^1.^-, rua ,yavu- ,  The Fountaln,  The Balueum : . lar lae,  The f i re

agai-nst  Nature,  the uoist
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lE cal led the mea: l  of  the Soul,  r i - thout the whicb we can do doth-

iag l-u lbl-s Art aad it"l-s the Vegetable, Aaioa]- atrd I'ftneraJ. nlre

pre6erviBs the Flxe d Spirl-t, of tbe Sua and i.iooE, the destroyer

ard coaquorer of  bodles because l t  destroys, d5-ssolves aad c haa-

Ees bodles a'd uetall-i.ck forEa aDd Bakea theE go be ao bodles,

but a Fired Spirit and turus tben l.nto a Eoi-st, soft arld f1u1d

substaace which has lngressloa and power to enter into otber 1o-

perfect bodies aud eo Bixe6 r l tb tbeu by the saal l -est  pai ts and

so colours then a.ud rakes thea perfect,  which tbey could D'ot  do

rbea they vere metal l lck bodtes, dry ald hard, whlch have ao eu-

tralce ! ,or porrer to colour ald Bake perfect,  inperfecl  bodiee aad

thgrefore to good pur?o6e do !16 turn the bodles 1! . to a f lu l .d sub-

staace, because every t incture r I11 colour a thousaud t laes nore

wheB lt 1s j-tr a 6oft and ll.quid substaace, then Eh.etr j-t l-s i-a a

dry one, a6 aplrears by Saffron and consequeat ly the traasnutat loa

of iEperfect bodies j .s 1npo6€ibl-e to be done by perfect bo4i .es

rhl-Le tbey a.r€ d!y, except tbey be flrst brought back l.Bto tbeir

First  Matter,  soft  aud f lu ld:  Fron hence we coaclude that we nust

[ake the ooisture returD. aEd so reveal that rhich I.s hidden, shich

Ls cal led tbe reiacrudat lon or the neakJ.ag raw agala of  tbe bodles,

tbal  !s,  the bo11in6 and the softeuia6 them unt i l  tbey be deprlved

of thej . r  hard and dry corporal l ty or bod11ine66, because that whlch

ls dry doe6 not enter Bor colour any ! ! .ore ther l  i tEel f ;  lberefore

the dly earthy body does trot  Jcla except i t  be jo j .ned, because

as I  above said,  that rhich 1s tbick and earthy enters not Eor

co].ours,  aad because 1t eEters aot tberefore i t  a l ters not,  where-

fole Gold co]'ours not untll the hl.ddetr Spirit be drara fron the

beIIy.

Eberefore our l f lh i te water a.n d that 1t  be nade al together a

Spi l i tual  and white fune, the white Spir i t  and the woaderful  Soul

wherefore rve ou5ht bJ- our water to at tenuate,  a l ter  and softea the

perfect  bodies that  they nay af terwards be mlxed wi. th the other



1!0perfect bodles and therefore l f  'se had no other prof i t  by tbat

ant inoal-al  water thea tbl .s that l - t  nakes the body subt i l ,  sof t

aod f1u1d accordlag to LLs owr nature, yet i t  rere suff lc ieat for

us, for i t  br iage back the bodles to tbelr  Rlrst  0r i61na1 of Su1-

pbur a[d Mercury, tb,at of the6e re nay aftervardE 1n a 6hort tioe'

ia less tban one hour of tbe day do tbat above glou.nd wLich llature

Erou6bt underground 1n the EJ.! ,es of  the earth 1a a thousand yealst

sblch is as i-t rere tsilaculous and therefore ouF fiaal secret l-s

by our water to dalse tbe body voLatile, spirltual and a joj-Dirg

water ahlcb bas ingressLon or entrance iato the otber bodies, for

it [akes the body6 to be a very Spirlt because lt does increase

( that i -s br ing to. the tenper ard con6t6tasce of wax) the bard and

dry bodies aad prepare then to fusion, that 1t  turt  tbe4 into a

perlanent or a bj .dediEg water,  l t  Eakes then of the bodles a s.ost

blessed 011, shlch is tbe true t j .Bcture and tbe whlte Perlxanent

trater of  fature,  bot a.E d Iuo16t,  temperater subt i l  and fusible as

wax, vhi .eb piercea, reacb. i r€ to the bottoB, coloul i r rg and nakes

perfect;  tberefore our water does iacoat iueat ly c i issolve GoLd anci

Silver aad. trakes then a[ lEcoEbustible 01] vbl-ch Eay then be Eixed

Elth other i lperfect  bodles, for our nater tutns the bodies Lnto

the nature of  fuElbte Salt ,  which is by the PLi losophers ca]- led

Sal abroc, whJ-cb 1s the best,  noblest of  al l  Sal ts bei- lg in the

reglaent thereof f ixed and not f ly lng the f i re and i t  l -s lndeed

ao O11 of  a Eature hot,  subt i l ,  peuetral lDgr reachj .ng to the depth

ald enter lng, cal1ed the conpleat E11x1r aad i t  is tbe Lidden sec-

ret  of  the r , ! - i  s e AlcbeE16t ;  he thele fore that kaonrs thj .s Sa]- l  o f

the Su! aud i ' ioon a?rd tbe generat lon or l reparat ionr thereof and

after-..'ards hoy to Bi.x it and nake 1t frlend1y to the other iaper-

fect  bodies,  he 1E truth kEows one of  the grealest  secrets of  l {at-

ute and oue way of perfect ioa. These bodies tbus dissofved by

our water are ca1led Argent-yive whicb not v i tbout Sulphurr aor

SuLphur without the nature cf  the Lumiaar i .es (or l i -ghts) because



Flre, The Seclet Eldden and fD'Yl.sj-ble Fl.re aad the uost Sharp Vt-

Dega!,  of  rr i l ich a certal .4 Aaclent Phl loeopber 6aid;  f  besought

the Lord a.ud he showed ne a certain cl-eaa 'cater, which I kaor to

be tbe pure VJ-negar, alteriug aad pJ.ere1ng and di8e6t1ng; the V1-

tretar, I say, greaeflafiue and the hstru.oeat novlng the Gold or

the S11ver to putrJ. f i -e,  resolve, and to be reduced 1oto h16 Firet

Matter;  aud l t  is the only agent i .a the vhole cor ld for tb l .s Art

that can resolve lnd jgl n63gdate or Bake raw agaia the netallick

bodies 'nI  th the con.servat ioa of  thel . r  Speci-es, i t  j -e therefore the

onl-y flt and aatural Dea-E by rhlch re ou6ht to re6ol]re tbe perfect-

bodl.es of the sur aad Mooa, by o" adnirable and soleon dl.sEolutl.oa

under the conservat lo!  of  their  Species ald t r i thout destmct ior

unless J-t  be to a [er,  uore noble and better foru or generat ioa,

that 1s to say, lnto tb,e Perfect StoDe of the Phi losophers,  whlcb

le tbeir  ronderful  and hlddeu secret.

Nos tbJ-a vater J-s a certaj .n oiddle substauce, c lear as pure

Si lver,  f ,hIch ought to recelve tbe Tiac tures of  tbe Sun ald l looo,

to the end that i.t nay be congealed aDd coBvelted irto whJ-te atrd

l l -v i rg earth,  for !h16 water hae aeed of the lerfect  bodie€, that

rj-tb tbeo after dlssolutlon it Day be congeaLed, fi.xed and coag-

ulated lnto wLlte earth;  and thetr  eol-ut ion j .s tbeir  cougealat lon,

for tbiy have oae aqd the saue operatioa, for the one 1s not dls-

solved but that tbe otber l -s coagealed, uei tber is there aay o. lher

sater rrLlch can dlssolve the bodies but that which abides Ei . th

thea in Eatter and forn,  nay, i t  can-Eot be pernanent except j . t

be of  the aature of  the other body, that  they Eay be nade one to-

gether,  therefore wher you see tbe yater coatulate i tsel f  wi th the

bodl-es tha.t  be dj .ssol-ved therei t r ,  rest  assured that your Scie! .ce,

aethod aad operat ions are true aDd Phi losoptr- ica1, and you proceed

aright 1a the Art :  l lature is anended j .n j . ts l ike nature, that ls

Ool-d and SiJ-ver is amended 1n i ts U.ke natule,  that is GoId and

Si lver are amended in our water,  also wl- th the bodies, wLich water



tbe ]Jlghts ( the Sua aud l,loon) ale the ueaEs or l[idd].e things by

wbtcb } lature pass€s ia the perfect iag a'rd acconpl isLtng the geoe-

rath€ thereof and this quJ-cksll[er is cal1ed the Sal! hoEoured

and aninated aud pregneat (or Sreat rlth chl.].d) aad fj're seej-n€

that l t  iE Dothlng but fhe, aor f5-re but Sulpburr Eor Sufphur

but qu1.cksJ'1-ver drara fro! the Sun 'nd Moon by oul rqater aad re-

duced to a Stone of  great pr1ce, tbat  is  to say,  l t  ls  Baker of

th,e l ight€ al tered fron baseness uDto lob1ene6s.

Ilote, that th16 whit€ Sulphur l-s the l.atber of Metafs aad thelr

l.{otber, totether lt is our MERCITRY aBd tbe nl.nera of Gold and the

solve and ferment. aad otreral virtue aEd the ll.v.i!.g body ard the

perfect Medl.cl.]le. Our Sulphur aad our Qul-cksilverr tbat 1s, SuL-

phur of Sulphur ald Quicksj-lver of Quicksj.lver aad MERCURY of MER-

CURY the prop€rty therefore of  our f ,ater i6 that Eel ts Gold and

Sj- lver ard aug:ae!, ts in tbe! thelr  nat ive colours,  for i t  turus

the bodies from corporality to 6pir1tual1ty and thl-s water 1t j.s,

vhlcb seuds l-!!to tbe body a whLte fuBe wbicb is the f,hl.te Sou1,

subt i l ,  hot and of nuch. f lerceness, t t r ls vater l .s also calJ-ed the

bloody Stone ald lt iE th€ vi-rtue of the Spl.rltua]. Blood 'rithout
wir icb aothiDg i .s done and the subJect of  al l  l l .quable tbin6s and

of l lquafact loa a6rees very wel l  and cleaves to bhe Surr ald the

Mooa, Beither is l t  ever €eparated froB thea, fcr  i t  l .s k in to

the Sun a.od the i ' loon, but t lore to the Sun than to the Moon.

Note tAns wel l ,  i t  1s al-so the mean of coaJoinlng the Tinct-

ures of  the Sun aad Moon wj- th ioperfect t reta1s, for i t  turns the

bodiee j .nto a t rue l incture to Joln the other inperfect  netals

aad it l.s the sater .Jrtli ch whiteue, as lt j-s shl-te which quJ-ckens

as l t  is a Sou].  and, therefore (as the Phi losophers say) 6oon eD-

ters lDto the body, for  1t  is  a 1iv in6 water which cornes to nols-

ted its earth, tbat it inay bud and britrg forth fruit ia hj's kiud

and t ine, ae aLl  th ings spr ln6tu6 from the eal th are engendered

by the d.ew or doisture; the earth therefore buds not vr i thout



water l rg ald Eoisture; i t  i6 tbe water of  May dew lhat plerces

theu like rair water trhiteBs theu aad dakes oae letr body of t'tro

bodl. e s.

This rater of Ll.fe befug r16ht1y ordered w-lth h1.s body, rhitens

1t aad, turns l t  iBto his yhi te colours for tbe water is a uhj . re

fu.Be aad tberefore the body j .s wh. i tened by i t ,  wbl . ten Lbe body thea

'nd bu!u. your books and betreea these tro, that i-s, betreen the

body ard tbe vater,  there ls f r lendsbip,  deslre aad lust ,  as bet-

reetl the nale and fenale, because of the DearBess of tbelr ]Lke

natures, for our secoad Llv ing Water ls calLed Azote washJ- lg the

Laton, that J-s, tbe body conpounded of th.e Sua ond Moon, by our

Rlrst Water; tbe Second tflater is caLled the Soul of ou! dissolved

bod1e6, of  t rLlcb body6 we have already t ied the souls together to

the one, tbat they nay eerve tbe w. ise PLi loaophers.

0 how perfect aad uagnif lc ient l -E t i r ls water,  for , r l thout l t

tbe sork could lrever be brought to pass, 1t is al-so ca11ed, Tbe

Vessel of  l fature,  Tbe Bel ly,  Tbe { Ionb, Th€ Receptacle of  tbe T1B-

cture, The Eartb,  aDd tLis is the Fountain la whlch the Kl .ng aad

Queea wasb theBselves and the Mother rhicb [ust be put and sealed
j . !  tbe Be1ly of  her lafaat,  that is,  the Sotr  which preceeded froo

ber aad f,bich 6be brought fortb, and therefore tbey love one ano-

ther as a nother a[d Eon, and are easi ly jo lned together because

they cotre fron one and the sane Root,  and are of  the saoe substaDce

and aature and because tbj .s,  tbe water of  the vegetable l i fe,  aad

therefore i t  g ives l j . fe and nakes the dead body to vegetate,

encrease aud spr in6 forth aad r lse froE death to I1fe by sofut ion

aad subLj-natlon, l-n so dol.ng tbe body 1s turned iato a Spirit

and tbe Splr l t  l -uto a body aud then is made aoi ty,  peace, concord

and uLiou betweeu the coDtrar ies,  that j .s,  between the body atrd

the spir i t ,  wbich leciprocal ly chaDge thej . r  natures wh1ch. they

receive and connuulcate to oDe another by the least parts,  so

that the hot is oixed wl- th the cold,  the dry ur i  th the Doist  and

the hard with the soft  and thus is there a
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Ej . : ( ture nade of contrar]r  Datur€s, that l -s,  of  cold r l th hot aad

of Bo1-st vitb dry aud adnirable conEectlon aDd conjuactlon of e!^-

e4tes. The!. our dissolutloa of bodies wEich 1s nade ln tbls Elrst

Slater, shich ls ro other thlog than hil1lng the noist lrith, tbe

drJr, because the Bol.st ls coagulated w-ith the dry, for the noisture

is coBtaj.!.ed, terulaated and coagulated iBto a body or earth only

by dryEess.

Let therefore tbe hard and dry bodles be put -1a our Flrst  Water,
j-a a vessel EeI1 shut, rhere they nay abj.d€ t1 they a-re dlssolved

aad ascead otr bi6h, and tbeu tbey Eay be cal].ed a Beu body, The

Whlte GoId of  Alcheny, Tbe Whlte Stoae, The WLite Sulphur,  aot

buruj.ag aad the StoEe of Paradlse r that 1a, the Sto!,e converta

inperfeet Eetals i.nto fl.ne widte Sj-lver, harria6 this, re bave also

tbe Body, Soul aad Spir l t  a l l  together,  of  the wblcb Spir i . t  and

SouI 1t  i .s sal-d that tbey canEot be drara froB the perfec! bodies

but by coaJulct loa of  our di .ssoJ-vi '8 water,  because i t  is certaj-a

tbat the tbitrg flxed cannot be llfted up but by the coajunction

of the tbing yo1at1le,  tbe Splr i t  by the tred. iat ion of  water and

the Soul is drara froa tbe bodles aad the body i.s nade lro body

because at the sane lnstant the SpJ-ri.t li-th the Sou.} of the body

Eounts on l [gh l l to tbe upper part  vLich ls the perfect ion of  the

StoBe and 1s cal ] -ed eubl lnat ion. Tbl-  s subl l -nat ion (  says Fl-oren-

tj.ru6 Catala.ltus) is doae by thl-ngs 6ha!p, volatile alrd spiritual,

wLtcb are of a SuLphulous aod Vtscl.ous nature, Ehich disEolve the

bodl-g6 and aake the! to be l i f ted up i l l to the ai-r  la Spir t t  and

iE thJ-s subl fuoat ioa a certaln part  and port lon of  our sa-1d First

VJater aaceuds w-ith the body joil|'ing itse].f w-j-th theE, asceDdl.ng

and Eubl i lo l -ng into a Bl-ddle substal tce, whl.cb hotds of  the nature of

the two, that 1sr of  the bodi-es ard of  tbe water and therefore 1t

is cal led the corporeal  and spir i tua. l -  codpound. Corfusto Calrbar

Ethel ia Zandarlach, the good Dueoech, but properly i t  is  cal1ed

the Wate! Permanent because i t  f lys not into (away? )  the fJ.re
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al-ways adherj-ng to co'''rn'i xed bodies that ls, to the Sun' and Mootr

alrd coEEu-Eicatiag lato thec a lirrhg Tj-dctule inconbustlble aud

Eo,at fi!B, uore noble and precious tha4 th,e forner whlcb these

bodleE had because fron hence forvard, thl-s Tlucture can rul a6

OiJ- upol the bodles, perforatllg aad piercJ-Dg wJ-th a wonderful

fixatlou because thj.s Tincture ls the Spirit ard the Splrlt ls

tbe SouL ard tbe Soul is tbe body because ln tLi"s operatlon the

body ls Eade a Splrit of a Eoat strbti-J. Dature and likerJ.se the

Splr l t  is  lacorporated aud 1s ua{e of  the rature of  tbe body

witb bodies ald so our Stole contaius a body, a soul ,  and a

spl'rlt, wbj-ch you could not do lt j-f the Spirlt ras aot incor!-

orated rl.th the bodles and tbe bodies yJ-tb Spirj.ts aad nade

volatlle or f1y1ng aDd afterwalds perEaaant or abi.di'ag, therefore

they have passed into one alother and are turaed the o! .e lnto

the otber by ' r isdou. O WisdoE! Eow you make Gold to be volat i le

and fugltive, although by nature I-t be Eost fixed, it behoves

thea for to disEolve and Eelt thoae bodles by ou! water and to

nake theu a pertrana.nt water, a Gold wate! sublined, Ieavi[g

ia tbe bottoD the gross eartby superf luous d.ry,  aad 1D thl .s

subu.oat ion the f1!e ought to be soft  aEd gent le,  for lu this

subl inat j .oo the bodles be rot  pur i f ied in a leat or s low f i re

aad tbe Ero6s or earthLy parts (note wel l )  separated fron the

unclealness of tbe dead, you 6ba11 be hj-ndered, frotr ever Eall rg
your work perfect,  for you need on]-y t l r - is subt i l  aad l ight nature

of the di-sso]-ved bodies which our water w111 easi ly gi .ve you

j . f  you proceed rr l th a s]-ow f l re,  for i t  wj . I l  separate the hetro-

geDeaus al-1 (or tbat w}r-ich ls anotb.e? kind) fron the houogeneal

(or that  which is al l  one kl-ad).

Our conpouad therefore !eceives nundl- f lcat ion or c leansiug

by our noist  f l re,  tbat is to say, dissolv lng and subl j -nj .ag tbat

which ls pure aad wbite and cast iug aside the foeces l ike a vol-

uEtary vomit  (  says AsiDabeu) for such a dlsposi t i .on aad.natural

subl j -nat j -on, there ls nade a looseni j .ng or an uatyi-ng of  the Elenents,



a c].ensl.l€ aJrd aeparatj,on o f the pure fron th,e j-mpure, so tbat

the pule rtLlte asce!.ds upwarde alrd tb,e lnpure aBd earthLy flxed

rena1Bs i 'n the bottoE of the sater or the vessel ,  wbl.cb nu6t be

t'LeE asay and reEoved, because lt iE of no value, takiag only tbe

nl-ddle rLi te substaEce, f lowl-ag aad del t ing and leavlug tbe fec-

ulent earth rhj.ch reBa-ined belov in the bottoE, shich calre prir-

c ipa]- ly f rolc the water aad is tbe dro6E of the daoaed earth,  which

5-s DotLi[g torth aor ca!, ever do a.lry good, as doee the pure clear

whlte aad clean and after rhich we ougb,t only to take, aDd a8aiDst

thj.s CoephareaB Rocl< the shl-p atd knovledge of the Scholare aad

Students 1o Philosophy (aa i-t happeued aleo to oe sonetines) coEt

iEployidel t ly dashed aad broken because the Phl] .osopbers do very

oftel  a. f fJ. ! t r  the coutrery,  Datuely,  tbat nothlng rnust be reaoved

or takea atay, but the Eoisture, that is,  tbe blackaess whicb, not-

v i thslrr ' 'd l .ng, taey say and wri te on] 'y to decelve the uDrr ise, gros6

and l6aoraat,  wbicb of  tbeaselveE Brthout a Mast€r,  unrrear ied read-
j.E6 or prayer ulto God al4i.ghty, wou1d, l1ke conquorors carry aEay

the GoLden Fleece. Note therefore that tbJ-s separat lon, dlvJ-sion

alld sublioatj.oB !s w-itbout doubt the Key of the whole work, after

the putr l fact i .on the! dissoLut ion of  these bodles. our bodies do

l j - f t  thenselvee up to the surface of the dissolviog srater ln the

colour of wtr.iteaess, the Aaticonr:ial aad MercuriaL Soul ls by tbe

appoir t rdent of  Nature iafused Eith the Spir i ts of  the Sun and Moon,

wLich separates the subt l l  f rou the thlck and the pure fron the

iapure, 11ft i .n6 up l i t t le and l l t t1e: The subt i l  part  of  the body

frotr  the dregs, uat l1 al- l  t ,he pure be separated and l l f ted up,

aDd 1n this is our Pbi losophical  aud natural  subl ioal ion ful f j - lLed

and thJ.s Bhiteness is the Soul hfused into tb.e body, that i .s,

the Mi-neral  v l r tue ' r l4ch ls nore subt l l  than f i re,  being lndeed

the true qulBtessence 
'nd T. i  fe whi-ch desires to be boru and to

put of f  the gros6 earthy foeces ' ,vhich 1t  has taken from the nen-

struous and corrupt pl-ace of hLs or iginal  and 1n tLis our phalo-
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sophlcal sublinatiou, not in the naugbty coErro!. EercurJr whi.ch has

no quall.ties ll'ke uato tbeo ?rhereri th our Mercury drawa fron hl.s

Vitr ioLate Cavern is adorned, but let  us letula to our subl l laat lon.

I t  ls therefore aost certaln la tbiE Al t  that th is SouI drava

froE tbe body cannot be l i f ted up but by tbe putt lng to a volat lLe

tb. iag rLlch is of  L1s own by wbl.ch the bodies ar€ nade volat iLe

aa<i spl-rltual , 1ift1B6 up, subtllatiqg and subll.ning tbeaselves

agaiast their orl proper Eature rhich is bodily aad poaderous aad

by thl.s neans tbey are Eade oo bodies but j-ncorporea]- aad a F"i f th

Essence of tbe uature of  the Sp1r1t whj.cb 1s cal1ed Eerres, bis

bj-rd and M€rcury dravn froE the red serrant aad so tbe earthJ.y

parts renraia beJ.oq or rather the grosser parts of  the bodies whlch

ca.a.Bo t by aay rlt or derices of naa b€ perfectly dissolved and

tbJ.s rbJ-te fune, tb is wbJ-te co1d, that th is Qulntessence iE caLled

also the coopound i iagnesia,  uhlch a6 a nan contaius or l ike a nan

5's conpouaded of a body, a soul  and a splr i - t ,  for  the body I .s the

fixed eartb of the Sun rhich j-6 4ore thaa noet fl.ne poadercusly

l l f ted up by tbe force of  our dJ.vlne Faters,  tbe SouL l 's the Tj .n-

cture of  the SUB ald of  the Moon proceeding from the corJunct lon

or coE[u[Lcat1otr of these, but tbe Spj-r1i is the Einera]- vi!-

tue of  the t{o bodies and of the water chich carr ies the Soul or

the trEi te t incture upon the bodi.es and out of  the bodles as the

t incture of  dyers is carr ied by Eater upoB the cloth and that Mer-

cur1al  Sp5-r i t  1s the bond tya1I of  the Soul of  the Su! aod the

body of the SUD ls the body of f lEl t iotr  contalning wi- th the Flooa

the Spir i t  aad SouI of  the Spir i . t ,  tberefore plerces the body,

f ixes the Soul ,  couples,  colours and whltens; of  the6e three unl ted

togetber in our Stone nade, lhat is,  of  the SUE and i {oou and Mer-

cury,  then r i th our gl lded (or 6olden) water j .s extracted a nature

surpasslng aLL aature aD.d therefore except bodies be by this our

water dj-ssolved, imbi.bed, ground, softeaed and spar lngly and d11-

i-geat ly 6overned uut i l  they leave thelr  greataess and thlckness
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and be turned l.ato a thln alld lnpalpable Spl.!lt: olrr ]abour rll-1

alraye be 1n yal . ! ,  for  unless the bodles be cbaBged into no bodle6'

tbat 1s,  i r to the. Phi losophers Merculy,  the rule of  Art  l -s Dot

yet fourd ald tbe reaaoB iE because l.t j.s l.spossj'ble to drar out

of  tbe bodieg tbe oost tb ia or subt11 SouL, rhich has lu l t  a l l

tltrctures, J.f th€ bodles be Bot f!-rst dJ.ssole€d 1-E our vater.

Disgo1ye therefore the bodies ln the golden rater aad boj.l tben

uat11 by the Eater a].l tbe tiacture coneg out lato a 'rhite colour

or rhlte oil and rhen you shall see thl.g uhl.teDes6 upotr tbe watert

thelr  kaow that the bodles are dLssolved or ael ted aad cont laue

tb.e d.ecoctio! urt1l they bring fortb tbe cloud glulch they bave

concelved dark black and wblte,  put tberefore the perfect bodies

1E our vater,  in a vessel  Eernet lcal ly 6ea1ed,r  upoa a 6oft  f l re

aad bo1l then coat laual ly unt i l  tbey are perfect ly resol"ed into

a noet preclous o11.

Boi-I the[ (saye Adfar) xrj-tb a gentle fire as i.t werer for the

hatchj-E€ of cbickeDs, uot1l the bodies be dl.sEolved and tbeir tiE-

cture nos! near ly conjolaed (nark wel l )  be vb,ol ly dragn outr  for

! . t  16 oot drawa out aLl-  at  once, but i t  cones forth by f j . t t le aad

l i t t le every day and every hour unt l l  af ter a long t lde thls di6-

solutiotr be coupleat and wLtch Ls dissolved do always arlee upper-

oost upol .  the water,  and ln thls dissolut ioa 1et the f i re be 6oft

and cont j -Dual unt i l  the bodies be loosened iato a Vl .sccus inpal-

pable ra.ter and that the whole ti[cture cone forth first ra the

colour of  b lacknesE, whlch is a s iga of  t rue solut ion,  then con-

tieue the decoctioD utrtl.]- it becoEe a wbite permanaat waterr for

governlng i t  1n i ts bath l t  r . i1 l  af tervardE be clear aod 1s becooe

like coomoo. Argent-rrive cll.nbiag tbrougb the air upon nlrst-aud

therefore EheD you see the bodies dissolved into a viscous water

tbeu klos they are turned into a vapour and that you bave the Souls

eeparated fror the dead bodles aad by subl lnat ion brought iDto the

ord,er and eEtate of  Spir i ts,  rhereupoa both of  then w-i th a part
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of our Eater are Eade spirits flyJ-ng and cllobia6 iBto the aJ-r

ard that there the body conpounded of the Eale and fenale'  of  the

Sua and Mooa and of that oost subt1l  nature cleaased by subl laat-

j .oE, takea l i fe laspired by hls t ro16tule,  that 1s by Lls watet

aa a tlan by tb€ al.r aad theteforo froa heaceforth it w-j.]-.]- nult1-

ply ald increase i[ bJ.s klnd, llke aJ.)- otber thhgs and therefore

1n sucb on operatlo! e.:rd Phl-losophl.cal subLinatlon, they are Joln-

ed oae ulth aaother a!'d Uhe aEr body lasplred by tb.e a.j.r, 1lves

vegetably,  whi.ch ls a soader rherefore unless the bodiee be sub-

t1112€d and nade thl'a by f1!e aBd vater uat1l tbey do arise J:lke

6p1dts .nd be Eade llke sater and fune or lj.ke Mercury, there 1s

lo tbieg doue in tbl.s A!t, but rhea they ascend they are borBe 1a

tb,e alr  and are cleansed (changed) h the alr  aEd are nade l l fa

wl lb 11fe ia such Eort  that th€y caa never be separated, as water

nlxed vlbh water and therefore i - t  is wisely said that the Stoae

1s borae 1B tbe a1.! becau6e it 1s altogether spi-rl tual, for the

Vultu]'e f]-ying ritbout vJ.nge crys upon the top of the Bou!'tal.!,

saylng, I an the wLite of the black ald the red of the lrhl.t e atr.d

tbe ct t ron of  the red. I  te lL t lutb and 1l .e Eo!.

I t  euff lces you therefore to put the bodies in the vessel  and

iE the rater, otrcs for a3-l- and to 6hut the vessel dllj-geutIy, uatiJ.

a true separatlor l-s cade, which by the envious 1s ca]-]-ed conjun-

ctJ.oa, subl j .nat loB, as6at j .on, extract i .oa, putr i fact j .ou, 11.gat ion,

dispeosat loI1,  Eubt1lat1on, generat loa,  etc. ,  and that the rhole

nastery be done, do therefore as in the gen.erat ton of  a uaa and

every vegetable,  put the 6eed oEce l .nto the l7oob and shut i t  we} l ,

by tLis BeaE-s you Gee that you need lrot naBy thlngs and tbet our

work requires ao gteat cbarges because there is but oae Stone ia

Med1c1ne, ooe vessel ,  one regi laeBt and oEe successive dJ.6posj .glon

to the wbite aDd to the red aad a]- l  that we say in nany places,

take this,  take that,  yet !  e unCerstaEd that j - t  behoves to take

but one thj-E6 a.Bd put i t  or lce 1tr to the vessel  aod to shut the
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ves8el u!,ti]- the rork be perfected, for these tbiags are set dosu

by the enr ious PLl loeophers to deceive tbe unwary, as l -s afore-

sald,  for i - t  1s Bot tbj-s Art  CabaList ical-  and fu1I of  Secrets;

aDd do you fool, belleve tbat re do openly teaeh the Secret of

Secrets, aa.d d,o Jrou take our nordE accordilg to the Litera]- eould?

Kaos assuledly (f ad r.o shit eavlous as others are) be that

takee the rords of  tbe otber Phl losophers according to the ordln-

ary signi ftca tion aad eound of then he does already haviag lo6t

Arl.adlaes thread, wonder 1n the [idst of th€ Labtrintb and hae as

good as appointed Ll-s notey to perdl t ion.

But I  ArtepLtus, af ter f  had learned aLl  tbe Art  and perfect

scletrce l.a the books of the true speakj-ag Eernes, was soa,etlnes

as enlr iou€ as al l  the rest,  but rhen I  had by tbe space of IOOO

yearE or tbereabouts,  whicb are now pasGed over Ee, 61nce ny Fat-

irity by t:ae ouly grace of God alnighty aad the uae of tbJ.s lvod-

derful  Fi f tb Esseace, when f  say, for 60 loag t i l le f  bad seen no

Ba.D that could work the Mystery of Hernes, by reasoa of the obscu!-
j . ty of  tbe Plr l loeoph,ers words, noved with pi ty and with the good-

D,ess becorlng aa houest uan, I have deternlaed 1rr these last tl.Ees

of oy l l - fe to $r i te al l  tb lngs, t ruly and sl-ncerIy,  tbat you tray

rant or desj . re notbia8 tosard or to tbe Perfect ion of  tbe Phi losop-

ers Stoae (except ing a certaln thing whl.ch 1t  ls ! .ot  Lawful  for

aDy persotr  to 6ay or [cr i . te because i t  1s always revealed by God

or by a l . la6ter and yet in this book he that 1s lot  shipwrecked,

shal l  rv i !h a l l - t t le ey, ler ience easi ly learn t t .

I  have therefore j -n tbis book sr l t teu the naked truth,  al thougb

clothed wl. th a few colour6, that every good atrd ,r j -Ee aaa nay froxo

this Fhilosophr cal Tree happily Satber the adn:irable apples of

tbe Eesperides; therefore pralsed be the nost hlgh God, which has

put this benignity J-ato our SouLs and f,:Lth a vonderfuL long old

a6e ha6 given as a t tue decoct ion of  heart ,  wherewlthal l  1t  seerds

unto rae that I  do truly love, cher ish al 'd enbrace al l  o.en, but
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l-et us returl, uato the Art; eurely our nork is quickl-y dispatcbed,

for that rb5.ch tbe heat of tbe Sul, does i.a a huadred years ln the

ai.rea of the eartb, for tbe geEeratlon of a Beta]' (as I have often

seeu) ou.r  secret f1re,  that la,  our f lery Sulphurous Eater,  whicb

1s called Balaeun Marie, sork8 ia Ebolu tlne ard tbl.s work l-s no

great labour to hin that krows aad underatauds J. t ;  Eei ther is the

uatter so dear,  coBsi-der l .ng a Emal l  quaat i ty auff lces, . tbat i t

ougbt to cause a.oy oan to pLuck back hls basd because lt is so

short and ea6y, tbat 1t aay well be cal1ed the rork of wooea aad

the play of  chl ldren.

Work the!, cbeerfulLy (ny son) pray to God, read books contt!-

ual ly,  for o[e book open€ aaotber;  th iuk of  i t  profoundly,  f1y al ] .

things tbat vaB16h 1a the fLre, fo! you have Eot you! irfa[t ir

those conbuet lble and consunl-y ig tbhgs, but oEly 1n the decoct j .oB

of the watel  drawn froE your J: lghts,  for by tbis vater ls colour

and reigb,t gtvea illfln1tely aad th16 wate! 1s a vLl.te fuEe, whl.ch

as a SouJ. flors 1a the perfect bodl.e6, t.aki ug wbo]-ly froa them

tbelr blacLness and uucleanness ald consolidatiag the two bodi.es

1!to one aEd Eult lp ly lng thelr  wate!,  and their  1s tro otber thlag

that can take away their  t rue colour f rom the perfect bodies, that

1s, f rotr  the Sun aud l . , [ooa but Azoth, that is th l-s our water vhlch

colours aad raakes white the red body, accordlng to the regetrents

thereo f .

But 1et us speak of f i les,  our f i re therefore ls nl-nera]. ,  equal,

coat lD.uaL, i t  vapours uot uuless 1t  be too nuch Et i rred up, i t

partakes of  SuLpbur,  1t  is takeE otheFrise theu froa the natter,

t t  pul Is dovn al l  th in6s,  1t  d j .ssolves,  congeals and calc i .Ees, i t

ls  ar t i f ical  to f iod,  1t  1s a short  ray (or aa expeDse) wi thout

cost,  at  least r j . thout any great co6t,  j . t  is  nolst ,  vaporous, dj .g-

est ive, al . ter ing, pj-ercj-ng, subt i l ,  a i ry,  Dot v iolent,  not burulag,

codpassi4g or e!.viron-ing, coutaiaing but one aod lt is the fouDtal'n

of l iv iug water which goes aud contains the place ' f ,here the Ki ! .8
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aad qEeeD batbe tbenselves. fn all the 'f,ork this nolst *Lre is

suff lc j -eEt f ,or tbee at tbe begintdng, r idst  aad endr for ia i t

coE€1sts the wbole Art.

Tlris tbe fi-re natural a6alnst !atu!e, uunatural and rJ.tb-

out bur l ia6, and f1na11y tLis fLre is hot,  dry,  Eolst  aud cold '

tbink you upon thts aad sork a!1ght tahi-ag lothi.ug that i-s of

a stra!€e aatule,  aad i f  you do not weLL understaad these f5.rest

hearheD fultber to what I eha1l gj.ye you, Dever as yet urittetr

ic any book, for out of the abstruse aa,d hi.dden carritation of

tbe ancients concerciag f l res.

We have properly three flres w-ithout the f,Licb the Art caa-

aot be done, and be tbat works rithout theu takes a great deal

of  care la val 'E' .  The f l rst  ls the f l - re of  tbe Laupr which ls

coat inual ,  Eoist ,  vaporous, al-ry and art j . f l -cal  to . f fud. For

tbe Larqo ought to be proport ioaed to the closure (or inclosure)

aad herei [  ve Eust use great judgeBelt  which. co4es not to tbe

knowledge of a workna! stiffaeck, for if the fl-re of tbe LaEp

be not 8eo![etr l -ca]. ly aud duly proport loned aad f i t ted to the

furnace, ei ther for lack of  heat you wiJ-J- [ot  see the expected

sJ.gns ia their  t iEes aad so you w. i l l  lose your hope, by too }ong

expectat ioa or else 'dtb too truch heat you w111 burn the f lowers

of lhe Gold aad so sadly bewail your lost labour.

The second ls the f t re of  ashes, 1n vrh- i  c b the vessel  ber-

tret lcal ly Eealed is sbut up, or ratber j . t  is  that nost gent le

beat which proceeding fron the tenperate vapou! of  the Lamp goes

equaLly round about your vessel .  Th16 f i re is not v iolent,  i f

i t  be not too Bucb. st i r red up, i t  i -s digest lng, al ter ing, i t  is

taken frcn atrotber body than the natter,  i t  ls  but oae, or aloae,

i t  is noist  aad uanatural  etc.

The third is the Eatural- fl-re of our water, which for thj-s

cause is also cal led f i re agaiast  dature,  because i t  is  water and

yet neverthele6s i t  makes a ueer spir t t  of  GoId, whj.ch connoa f j . re

caDDot do. Thl-  s f i re ls nineral ,  equi l  and partakes of  Sulphur,



20

i t  breaks, colrgealE, dl .ssolvee and calc j- les a1"1. Tb- i  s is pIercid8,

subt11e, aot burn!-ng aad i t  i6 the fountain of  l iv j -ng wa.ter where-

iD tbe Kj .ag aaci  queen bathe themselves, whereof we have leed 1a

the sbole sork in the begincing, niddle aEd endiag; but the other

two abovesald we do Dot a1way6 need but oDly sooet l -Ees.

JoiE tberefore ia the readi! ,g of  the book of Phi losophers,

these 6orts of  f l ree al ld vr i thout doubt you wj.LL understalxd their

cavi l lat lors coDcerl int  their  f1res.

As touchj-Eg the co1our6, he Lhat doe6 not Eake black caD.D.o t

Eake white,  because blackaess is the begl.}"niEg of rhi teE€ss aEd a

sign of  pTrtr l fact loE and al terat i .on aad that the body i6 Dow pler-

ced aud nort i f led, therefore 1.D the putr i fact ion, i ! "  th is water,

there f l rst  eppears blacl{ness l1ke u[to the broth wherein blood

or some bloody thj-ng is bo1led. Secondly,  the black earth by coB-

t inual  decoct ioa is whj. teaed because the Soul of  the true bodies

sr lns aLoft  upoa the Eater,  1l-ke ubi te c leaE, and in thi .E oBLy

wblteness al l  the splr i ts are so uni ted that they can never f ly

fron one aaother and therefore the laton nust te whitened a[d fear

the books lest  our hearts be brol(en, for th ls ent j . re whj- teEess i6

the true Stoae, to the white ard the body eEobled by the Becessi ty

of bl-s end aBd the t incture aud whi leness of  a nost exuberant re-

f lect j .on and shJ.niag br lghtuess, which bei-og nixed with a body

lrever €eparates frotr '  i t .

Here then note that the spir i ts are not f ixed but iE the whj- te

coLour,  wLich by conEequence i6 t rore noble than the other colour

ard ought inore earnest ly to be desired. CoE6i-der i -n6 i t  1s as i t

were the conpleeent acd perfect ioE of the nhoLe vor:r ,  for our earth

is f i rst  lutr j - f j .ed l -nto blackness, then is c lensed i r  the elevat j .oD

or l t f t i t rg up, af terwards beio6 dr ied, the blackness then i t  is

whlteaed and the dark,  : lo ist  doniaat ion of  the woman per ishes and

then the wlr i - te futre pierces into the body and the spj . r i ts are shut

up or bouod together i .n dryaess, or that whj.ch j -s corrupt ing, de-
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forued anC black Bith troisture vanisbes and tben the rew body arises

agal. ! , ,  c lear cLi te and i rEortal ,  gettLag the vtctory over al l  h j .  s

etreEl-es aad as heat Eorkl.lg upoE that lrhich ls Eolst, causes or

engeBder6 blacr.nessr cbicb i ,s the f i rst  colours,  so by decoct ioE

ever4ore and nore heat Bolkl-at ulou that whlch l-s dlyr begets wb1!e-

ness rhi-cb is the tlo colours aad aftersards 'ro rhllg upot that

whicb is pureLy alrd perfect ly dry,  i t  causes cj- t r in i ty of  rednesa,

of so Ducb conceroiag lbe colours.

We dust tberefore uaderstald tbat tbe tbj'!.g whJ-cb has the head

red aad wblte,  hj .s feet wLl le aad after l rards red and yet 'oefore

th^at,  the eyes bIack, th is onJ-y ls our naster i rr .d1.ssolve then the

Su!, a.od the MooE i[ ou! dissolving vater, whl.ch j-s fanihar, frieDd-

Iy and of t ,he next aature uato them, shich ls l l .kerr ise to them

sueet a:rd pleasant aad as i.t were a vonb, a Bother, atr orlgj.3al,

the beginaing and the end of l1fe and tbat ls the reason why they

are anended Ln thls water,  because that aature rejoices i r r  nature

and nature coDtal.n6 D.ature aad io true Ealrage they are Joined
together and nade otre nature, oae uew body raised up and i taortal

aad th5-s we aust Joia cousaa5ulai ty of those natures, rrill leet

aad folJ-ow oue another,  putr i fy then€eLrres, engeader theneelves

and Eake oae another rejolce, because Datt l re J-s governed by [ature,

whlcb 16 D,ealest and dost f r i .endly to l t .  Our water (says Dant i r in)

is the inost pleasant,  fa ir  and cl-ear fountaiD, prepared only for

the Kl.ag and Queeu, whon it very weJ-l and they knou it, fo! it

draes tberr  to i t6el f  aad lhey abide therein,  to wash the:asel-ves

2 oT t  dais,  that is,  2 or J nouths, and j - t  rnakes them young again
znd faj-r aad because the Sur and l,footr have their ori61Dal fron thls

water,  thelr  uother,  therefor.e 1t  behoves that they e[ ter  aEain

iuto thej-r mothers 'ronb, that they nay be born agal-n and nade qore

strong, nore aoble and Bore val iant a! .d therefore l f  these do not

dj .e and be lot  turned inlo waLer,  they renaiu alone and wLthout

frui- t ,  but i f  they di .e at ld be dissolved j -n our water,  they br ing
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f ru i t  aE huuderd fold and froxa that very place whele 1t  seened

that they had lost  rhat lhey were, f ron theBce shal l  they appear

that whlch they leere not before, let  therefore the spir l t  of  our

Il.v-j.ng water be witb great aad subtllj.ty fixed rj-th the Sun and

Moon because they belag turaed, j - r . to the nature of  Fater,  do die

aad seem 1l-ke unto the dead. Yet af terwardF belEg l -aspl-red froa

thence, the 11ve iacrease and Bult j -p1y l1ke aII  other vegetable

thl .E6s"

I t  i6 eaough the4 to d16po6e the matter suff ic ient ly f roE w-I  th-

out,  for f roa wl. tb in i tsel f  does work suff ic ieat ly to i . ts own per-

fect ioa, for l t  has i ! -  l tsel f  a certain aad inherent Bot ion, acc-

ordiag to the true way better than aay order that can be inagj-ne$

by nan aad therefore do you oal-y prepare and aature wi lJ-  perfect,

for i f  she be Bot hindered by the contrary,  she w-I l I  oot pass her

own certa- la uot lon, as wel l  to conceive as to br iug forth,  where-

fore af ter preparat j -on of  the uatter,  take heed lest  by too Euch

f j . re you oake tbe bath too bot,  take heed lest  the spir i - t  do ex-

hale,  because i t  would hurt  h1E that f ,orks,  that i6 to say, i t

rvould destroy the work and cause ] t rany inf j - lEl- tys (  that is)  nuch

sadness aad anger,  f rou this that has been spoken is drasn the

a:( ioE.,  to l r l . t ,  that by the course of aature he does not k.uow the

naking of  [eta16, that  ktows not the destruct ioR of  lhem, l t  behoves

thea to jo ln togetber theu. that  are of  k ladred, fcr  natures do

f j -ud their  l j .ke aatures and beiag putr l f led are Elxed together aad

oort i . fy thenselves;  1t  j -s necessary therefore to know this conjunct-

ion aad Benelat ioo and how tbe naturee do embrace oDe another and

are paci fyed la a s]-ow f i re,  how nature rejoices in nalure and

nature retalns nature and turns 1tr to a white nagure, af ter . th l-s,

i f  you wi lL nahe i t  red you raust bol l  Lhis water iu a dry cont lnua]-

f i re,  uat i l  i t  be a€ red as blood which w111 be notbing efse but

f j - re and a true t incture and so by a cont l -nual  dry f i re the wLite-

Ee6s 1s chan€ed, aaeaded, perfected and nade ci t r lne and acqulres
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re&r€esr a true f ixed colou! a'd coEsequenlly by bownuch the nore
tbiE red i6 boi led, so uucb tbe Eole 1t i6 coloured and trad,e a th_
cture of p€rfect red!,e6s, wherefore you aust wLtb a dry f l .re al ld,
a dry calcilationr nithout any Eoi8ture, bo1I tLis coupouad untir
l t  be cLotbed with a uost red colour aad then 1t rrr l  be a lerfect

ff  afterwards you wil l  oult lply i t ,  you nust agaiu resolve
that red aer diesolviag uater and after by d.ecoction, whlten and
rubl. f l .e 1t by the degrees of f i re, reltelatt ! .g the f i .rst reg-iaetrt ,
dissolve, congeal, relterate, Ehutt lat;  openilg and, nult iplyi .Bg l .a
quaatlty and qual1.ty at tby owa pleasure.

For by a aen corruptloa and geaeration there is agaJ.n brought
ia a aew raot1on aBd so we could never' flnd a eud., 1f we woul,d, al-
rays by reiterat ioa of 6oJ.ut io! aad coagulai loE by the Eeans of
our di.ssoklag water, that ts to say, d.i.ssolveiag and. coageaLj-lg,
as is sal-d ia tbe f lrst reglnelt  and so the yl.r tue thereof 1s j . !-
creased'aad nuJ.t lplyed J.n quanity and qua11ty, so that l f  1a the
first rork oae part of your Stone EI11 Jolu an hundred, La the
aecord i t  r i lL Jola a tbousaEd, 1n the thl ' rd ten tbousand and 60
by persul.Irg your uork your projectlon ui].l coBe to lD_finj.ty, Joj.!_
1DE truly aad perfect ly aud f lxedly, every quatrt i ty bov great so-
ever it be and so by a thing of att eaEy price Ls added colour a-nd
," lr tue 

'"d relgbtr therefore but our f lre and a"atb a,.e suff ici ,ent
for your bo11, boi1, relterate, dissolve, congear. and so coatu.ue
accordidg to your w-j-].l, raulti-plying j.t as Euch a6 Jrou will and
unt11 your Uedi'cj-De be nad,e fusi.ble aa sax and that i.t have tbe
quantl ty and yirtue uLicb you desire, tberefore alr tbe accouprish-
lreat of the work or of our 2 Stones (note 1t se1l) coas-iets 1u
tLi.6, that you take the perfect body whlch you nust put l-n our
trater, ln a house of g1as6 wel1 shut atrd stopped wlth ceoent, lest
the alr get ia, or the noisture iaclosed get out aEd there hord
Lt in the dJ.gest i -on of  a 6eat1e heat,  as 1!  were of  a bath,  or
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the nol-st teuperature of duDg, upon tbe which wlth the fire you

sb,al l  coEt lnue the perfect lon of  decoctto!  uatJ- l  i t  be putr i f ied

and resolved (or dlssolved) into black aad afterwards be ]-ifted

up aud subl1.ned by tbe water that it uay thereby be clearsed frou

all blackness and darkaess aad that it lay be whitened aad uade

subt i l ,  ur l r t i l  i t  coEe to the utuost pur i ty of  subU.Eat ion and at

last be nade volatile aad Ehi-te w-ithi-n aad w-ilhout, for the VuJ.-

ture f]-yl-ug La tbe aj-r w'j.tbout wtng6 cries th,at it Eay get upoB

tbe nountail, rhich ls upor the water, upoa rhich the white

splr i t  is  caused, tbel  coEt inue a colveuieut fLre and your epj-r i t ,

that is, the subtll" subetance of the body of Mercury w.ill ascend

ulon the water,  wh-icb quiDtesseuce is wLiter tbaa the saov,

coatiDue stt11 and in the end strengtheu your fire uatil all

whlch ls splritual nount oa h-i6h, for kaow 'rell that all is c1ear,

pure aad spl-r i tual  agcends on hlgh la the air  in tbe forE of a

wbite fune, whlcb the Philosopbers call- the Vilgi-ns l4i1k, lt

behoves therefore that (as Syb11 said) the SoE of the Vl-rgia be

exal.ted floo the earth and that the white quiatessence after Li6

resurrect io[ ,  be l j . f ted up towards heaven and that the gross and

tLi-ck reqah ill tbe botto[ of the vessel and of tbe f,ate!, for

af terwards ,rhen the vessel  1s co1d, you t ! - i11 f lnd in the botton

tbereof the foece6, black, burnt up, conbust,  segarate fron the

spj-r i t  and white Qui,atesseace, whicb dregs you l rust  cast away.

fn these t i .Bes the Argeut-vive rai ls f roB our Air ,  upon our

ne'r ,  Earth whi.ch ls cal led Argent-vive, subl ioed froo the Ai-r  where-

of  is  nade a water,  Eiscous, c lean and.whlte,  whj-ch is the t rue

t lacture, separated froa aLl  black foeces and so our brass or laton

is w-j .  thout water gover led, pur l f ied and adorned witb a whi. te colour,

which white colour is not gotten but by decoct ion ard congelat ioa

of the water,  boi l  i t  then cont lnua]- ly,  wash away the blacklress

fron the laton, [ot  wi th your band but wl th the Stone or tbe f j - re

oF our secoBd Mercur ial-  water,  ' r /h j .  ch is the true TiDctule for th is
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hands, but nature hersel f  a lone by workiug i t  c i . rcuLary to per-

fect ioa br iags i t  to pass, l t  appears thel  that th is conposi t lon

is not a naaual work,  but a chaDge of nature, but because Dature

dissolves and coDjoins l tsel f ,  ls subl ined atrd l1f ts up i tsel f

aod baviu6 separated the foeces i t  grol Is white aad iu such a

subl inat j .on the parts are always jo iEed to8ether nore subt i l '

Eore pure and essent ial  because tbat wheu the f iery Dature l i f ts

up the subt i l  parts,  i t  l i f ts up always the nore pure and by

colsequence leaves the gross iE the botto@ aBd therefore i t

beboves by aa iudefferent f i re to subl ine iE a cont laual  vapourt

that the Stone Eay be lEspired iu the air  aud l lver for the nature

of al l  th i -Egs takes l i - fe of  the iaspirat ioa of  air  and also a1I

our Bastery consj-sts in vapour and is the sublinratj-oB of *ater

and therefore our brass or laton Eu6t by degrees of f i re be

]. j - f ted up a!.d f reely l l ' j - thout v iolence of hiBsel f  ascend on hl th,

wherefore unless the body be by f i re aad water be d:Lssolvedt

attenuated aud subt i l ized uat i l  l t  ascends as a spJ-rJ-t  or c l1-nb

U-ke A-rgeat-vive or as the white SouL separated froa the body

and carr ied in the subl inat ion of  tbe spir i ts,  there is nothing

at al l  doae j -a t l l is  Art ,  but wheD. j - t  ascerds oa hi6h j -s boru

in the air  and changed i l  the ai . r  aad is nade, l i fe beirg aLto-

gether spir i tual  and iacorrupt ib le,  and 60 a Reginent the body

is iE such nade a spir i t  of  subt i l  natule aad the spir j . t  is

iacorporated ,r j - th tbe body ahd i .s raade one with i t  and i -n such

subl iuat ioa, conjunct ion and elevat i -on, al l  th ings are nade white

aad therefore thj-6 Phj- losophJ.ca).  and Natural  subl imat ioa is

necessary,  for that i t  nakes peace betreeen the body and tbe sl i r i t ,

wLtch is iapossible otherwise to be doDe then by this separat lon

of the parts.

Wherefore i - t  behoves to subl ime then both" to this end, that

in tbe troubles of"  th is storrny sea the pure may ascend and the

impure and earthly nay descend aad for th i-s cause i t  Eust be boi ler i

cont inual ly,  that i , t  aray be brought to a subt i l  natute and that the



body Eay a€sutre aEd draw to l - tse1f the white Hercur ial  Soul,  whlch

i t  ratural ly retalnE aad suffers l t  because 1t is l ike uEto 1t  i4

tbe nearness of  the f i rst  pure and siBple aature.

Froc heace l-t appears that thj-s separatiou nust be nade by

deeoct loa uot iL there retra1.ns no dore of  the fat  of  the Soulr  wLlcb

ls aot l i f ted up al ld exal ted la the upper part ,  for so they sha11

be both redEced l.uto -a sj-aple equallty and unto a sinple whlteuesst

the VuJ.tule therefore fl;riag in tbe air atrd the Toad goi.ag upoa

the earth,  is our Eastery ald thelefore wb.ea you shal1 geut ly ald

u1th great discret ion ceparate the eartb froa the water,  that ls,

the fJ're aad the subtil. Fron the thlck thea, fron that whi-ch is Fule
w-j-lI ascead frop, earth i.D,to heaye!. aad that vhich is iapure rj.I1

60 dowE to tbe earLh ad'd the laore subtl-l part w'i]-I in tbe upper

place ta-ke a trature of  a €pir1t  and j -u the lower place take the

aalure of  a]x earthly body, wherefore let  the ,rhi te Eature Fi th tbe

nore subt j - l  part  of  the body be by this operat ion ] .1f ted up, leav-
j -ng tbe foeces wtt1cb 1s done ln a short  t iDe, for the SoEl ls aided

by her aEsocl .ate and felLorv aud perfected by i t .

My Mother (says lhe body) has begotten ne aad by ne she her-

sel f  j .s begotten aDd after she has takeu her f l ight (or I  have

taken fron her f ].Jrj.ag ) she after the best llanBer, sb.e caD becotre

a pj .ous Mother,  uour i€hiBg and cher ishins the SoB whoD she bas

begotten unt i l  she conae to a perfect  state.

Eear t lu i  s Secret;  keep the body 1o this our i {ercur j -a1 water

u!. t i - l  l t  aEcends oa high w-i th the ' rhj- te SouL and the earth]-y des-

cend to the bottotr ,  whlch is cal led the earth that renains, then

sha1l you see the water coagulate i tsel f  wi th j . t€ body and be assur-

ed the ScieDce is t rue,  because the body coa8ulates hls noisture

lnto drynes6, as the renEet of  a la lnb coagulates @j- lk into cheese;

in the same fashioa the spir i t  wi l l  p ierce the body aud lhere w1I l

be a perfect nixture nade by the least.parts and the body wj- l l

draw i .nto hinnsel f  b is t ro16ture' ,  that is to say, tL is whlte Soul- ,



Wherefore let our bociy ablde J.a tbe water uut1l 6uch tl.ae as

1-t is loosaed i.nto a nerr powder i!, the botton of tbe vesee1 and

of tbe water rLich is cal led the black asbes aud tbis is the cor lupt-

ioE of the body rhlch is by wise nen caI}ed, Satura, Laton or Brass,

The Phl. Io6opber6 Lead and th6 dLscoEtlDued powder aod is tbe put-

r l fact l .oB ar1d resolut ioa of ,  lhe body; tbere appears three sl .gns,

to U-j . t ,  tbe black colour,  tbe dis-cont lnui ty of  the parts a.ad a

sticlclng 6EelI, whlch j.s likened to tbe sEe]-]- of a 6ephulcbuer or

graves; th l-s a6hes thea 1s the of  which the Phl loeophers have 6aid

so uuch, rhi.ch renained l-n tbe lover part or- the veas€I, Ehl.ch ve

ought t rot  to despj-se, for 1n i t  ls the diaden of our Ki-ng and Argeai-

v ive, black aad uncleau, f ronr ' f ,heEce the blackaese trust  be purged

by coBt inual  decoct ion ia our wate! unt i l  i t  be l l . f ted up j -a a

white colour,  wtdch 1s cal led the Goose aad the Poulet  of  Hernog-

el les.

Ee thelefore that Bakes the red earth black and thea uhite has

the F'stery, aa a16o he tb.et kills tbe ll.v-Iug aud qulckens the dead,

therefore nake black, whlte and the! the white red, that you nay

nake your uork perfect and wbe:: ,  you 6ee tbe true whlteaess appear,

Thlcb shlres l ike a uaked srord, know that in that whiteless is

redaess hidden aad tb,eu. you Eust not take ou! of  the vessel  that

wbiteaess, but ooly boi l  i t  to the ead, that which dry! ,ess and

heat,  tb.ere t lay coae upou i t  a c i t roB colour and in the end a nost

shiaing aEd nost sparkfj.'lg red, rhich when you see lt, rith great

fear al td t renbl l .ng, praise tbe Eo6t good aD,d aost great God, which

gj-ves wisdo. l r  aad by coEsequeuce l iches to shon he pleases and acc-

ordi-ng to the in iquJ' ty of  persoEs, take them away agalu aud deprives

tben of tbela forever,  plunglug theo in the servl tude and slavery

of their  eueule s.

To El.u be praise and glory forever aBd ever AI{EN.

The End.
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even aE tb.e lodestoDe draits the 1rou, because of the likeaess and

nea.rtresa of hls Eature aad bis SreediEes€ aad theu the one trj.ll

hold the other '+'d this ts our Eubllaatioa add coagulatioa uhicb

retains everythilt volatile and raakes tbat lt caa fly lto Eore'

therefore this coEposj . t loD is l lot  a na!,ual  operat loa, but (as I

sal,d) a chen€5.ng of latures and a ronderfuL conaexio! of Ubeir

cold w: i .  th hot ar ld tbeir  Eolst  wi tb dryr for the bot ls nixed wi. tb

c6Ld and thel.F dty wlth Dol-€t aEd so by this Mercury ls nad'e

the nixture ond couJuactlou of the body vltb the Epilit wblch is

cal led the ehanglag of contrary aatures, because that j . [  such a

soJ.utJ.ou and subl5.uatj-on the spillt 1s tulded lrto a body aad tbe

body into a spir l t ,  eo that the natures bei .ng Eingled together and

reduced j .nto oBe do change one aaother in aE truch as the body dakeg

uhe spirj-t a bod.y ard tbe spilj-t turas the body l.uto a jolaed aad

white spir l  t .

ABd therefore ( thls le the last  t j - ! [e f  d l ]  te lL you) boi l  1t

iE our sLl te water,  that ls,  1n Mercury uat1. l  J- t  be d1.ssolved lnto

blackaess and tben by coutJ-nual decoct loa i t  w. i l1 be deprlved of

tbl's blackress ald the body so dlssolved lri1l at leDgth arise rith

a wLlte SouL and they w111 eobrace oae a!.other,  so that they ' r i11
no uore be d.irrj- de d asunder and the spl-rit ls uttj- ted to the body

w.itb a real accord a:rd are oade one pernanaut thiu€ and th1's is

the solut1.on of  the body aud tbe coagulat iou of  the el i r i l r  which

have one alld the self saae operation.

Ee therefore that knows how to naryr to oake vl th chJ.!-dr to

nort i fy,  to putr i fy,  to elgeuder,  to qul-ckeD, the speciesr to br ing

j-t into the wbite llght and to clense lhe Vulture frou hJ.s black-

aess ard darkaess unt j ' ] .  be be purged by f i rer coloured and putr i f l -ed

fron alL ids spots shal1 be the opner of  so great a digr i ly,  that

Ki.ngs shall reverence bin and do irin honour.


