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Of SufurnE ur ("pi  th-u f  i .pr , f  i l i ) r , r r t inn t

CHAPTER J.

0{ t f te ELi \ i tL,  ?atAe{act i \n inty SuLpEun-,  th.e Q,t t  Q6 the Sulphu4, o{

tTz Conlunctton a6 the S;aLt and 1iL 06 the S'piz. t t ,  on SeLt 06 g6tunne,

wLicL eontai \ te: th t l ie niY on tsul  06 the M?n:6tr tuum od wLite Meneunq, cnd
ned waten od Panadi te,  R.etolut f , .on,  Solut ion,  d i ,st . tL lat . tpn,  HUL, ?u&gat-
tqn,  ,Letol-utL 'on o$ S'eniYon, od t te Gun od SettLYon, a6 tEe tolut ion ai
tLe t ' lu_nLnm o,L Adnop, 06 Cal-eiuat ion s(  M.tni \ tn into Adft .ap a.nd t ted Lead,

o6 Ca.Letnat i 'on a6 Lead wit l i  AQUA F0RTIS.

Yery many have writ of SATURNE or Lead, but none that I know of haye

writ ful1y ther:eof in any par:t icul-ar Treatise; therefore f do not here

only set down what I have gathered from them most brief ly and truely,

but also those things which I ha've found and p::oved by m1^ gwn experience,

whi:ch I 'have annexed to them, that  the worklnqy be absolute and compleate.

Of whichr ds ttr-ey sayr' I t lARY the Prophetress, and the $ister of MOSES

in her Books of the work of S-ATURNE is thus said to write,. Make your

water ::unning l ike the water of the two Zaibeth, and f ix i t  upon the

heart of, SATURN: And in another: place, It farry the Gum with the true Mat-

r i :nqnial Gum, and you sha11 make it  l ike running water" Of which process

of 4ARY, GEORGE RIPLEY our Ceuntry man hath these vegses..

Maria mi'ra sonat

Ouae nobi-s taLia donat

Gunurris' cum binis'

Fugitirr-urn fugit inimis

Hori-s i:n tri:nts

Tria vinelat fort ia f i .ni 's

Fi la Plutonis

Consort ia jungi t  . [moris=
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Or thus,

Mari'a mira sonat, bperTiter quf tal-ia donat

Gummi' cum b-inils f,ugtti'rrr:lt fugi^t. in irnts

Hori 's in trints tr: la Vlnclat fortla finis-.

Maria Lux roris l.iva4 f.igat in trlbus hori_'s

Fil i 'a Plutonis consorti 'a jungi't Amoris'
Gandet i 'nassala soLa per trla soctata..

The heart of Saturn, saith RIPLEY, i 's hi-s.whtte and cleatr bodyr eDt
of whose doctrine the work doth. briefty thus proceed, that i \  tq sayr

that a water he made out of the body of Saturne., Li\<e the water Zalbeth,

and that water f ixed upon the heart of Saturne; but because the prqctice

of drawing out this water of Zalbeth, doth not qppeag out of this r nol

the way of making the heart of Satu::ne, therefore the foregoing direct-

ion in the H9LY GUIDE wijll- shew them both*

Therefore I harTe jotnea two Tables, in one of wh$ch the shorter is

the denonstration of the r:eductlon of the body of $qturne lnto hJs heart

or Sal-t,  the other longer and greater, is the. extrqctton of the water

ZaibEth, and the consumnation of the work of Saturn,
Having thus descr:lbed this work-, I now'come to the explanatibn, and

siYr that the Cal-cination of the Body is twofold? fon the Calcinatlon

thereof i\o the sho:iter wor:k., f or extracting the heart of SATURN, is done

on this witse by AQUA FORTJS-*

T4ke 8 or l-0 Ounces of Lead itr Fi'I_i\:gs, and dilssOlve. i)t ib AQUA FOBTIS

i.'n double propartionr 4nd foftifired with Salt Ar,monr.^eck fn an Earthen

lesse1 wi^ttr- a narlrow' neck., and set it in ashes ti.:ft it Ue totally diss=

olrled; and the,re will- remai\r a white matter ln the hottom l-ike G::ains

of white sqrt, which is a fi'gure of perfect s.ol.ution; then pour your

matter: that i's di'ssol-ved i'n the wqter into a body, and s.et the::eon a

Lllnbeckr dnd tYr Bal-neo draw away the corosive wate:r, ti.l"I there remaln
a dry substance iYr the bottsn; and so ]rou have the body converted white

b.y CaLci\:ation with co::rosive water, out of whi'ch the heart of SATURNE

is to be drawn.
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Ttre way to wash Eway and pupge the cor::osiYe watep frsq tlre body,

pour warm water upon the strhstance iYr a Limbeclr, and pour i.t often off

titl i:t h4ye no sharpne$s at alJ- upon the tongue, and ttren your body fs

prepared for drawi\ng out tlie $alt.

When ypun mattef i.)s'well dri'ed, dissolye it aga+)a in di)sti'l]-ed Yi)ne.s

94rr and distl'I]- th.e Vinega:r twiue or thrice from i"t, and ln th-e bottem

you shall have a lucirl cl.ear and whlte shi'ning Saltf whDch i's then co]--

Ied ttre heart of SATURN*

Now' I come to the pnacttee of the other greater v,pfk I that the yepi^ty-

of the stone may be found, of whlch many have.made-mentibn in thetr

Booksr ds RAYMUNDUSf who calleth i ' t  the Vegetable, Mineral, and Ani)nal-

Stonei GEBER sai'tFr- there groweth a Saturn:i'an Herb on the top of a Hi)LL

or Mountai\r, whose blood itr i't be extracted, cureth all +nfi-rnilitss,

RfPLEY wxit a whole Book, called hi's PRACTTCAI COMPENDILIIT-I, of the

p:ract- ice of tFr-e Yegatabl-e'$tone, teachinE the manner: and fofm of opers

etgon i but b.ecause he nei)Lhe:: set dswn ttre. soluttrcn plainly nor, po:f ectl-y,

he hath been th-e cause. of gfrech error, and hath not only deceived me but

all those that folloured nlmf unti'l- after a long tilne I fsund a way to

dissolve SATURNT so that it csuld never after by di.'sttllatipn be turned

tnto Lead agai\, whi'ch i\' the chJefes't and greate.Et s,ec::et of the Veg-

etab-le Stone "
But let us hear th.e word$ sf MARY tf€ Praphetre,sEr Rnd RI.TPLEY taken frpn

her I The Radi'x of our matte:: i's a clear and whi^te b'ody wh'i'ch putriYi-t

etFr not, but conge.aleth l"lF8cURY or Quicksilve-r, wittr its odour makes its

water Ii{ce the running waten of. t.he two ZAIBETH GIi^s ZUBECHL and fiX

it upon. the fi?ed lleart of SATURN; whi:cfr- words do rnost aptly Egree r,sith

the p::operttes of Leadi fov tf. any one be smit. or wounded wi.th q Bullett

and the Bullet remain iYr the body, lt wi'11- never putriYi^er

And also iV Qulck-si':lver be tranged i\:r a Pot over the fume of molten

Leadr so 69 tfle f,ume of the^ Le.ad touch the Qui'cl<si'Lve::n it uri-Il cen=

geel i^t.

Thus far: of the p::eparati)on of Leadr w€ ngv/'cg-me to i-ts dencrninati\2nt

They bid us fix the water ZAItsETH upon the fiYed body Of the heant of

SATURN; now fo,r tfre. exposlti)sn sf the bodyr for the narne of SATURN,

Rr'PLEY ca]-leth iJ ADROP, of whieh that i's made whlch the Mastegs caII
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SE"RICON; ttte water of SERICON they call thei^r Menstr:uumr the two ZAI=

BETHS joined together in one water, are the two IIERCURIES, that is to

say white and red contained ln one Menstruum, that ls to say of the

water and Oi'I of the fixed body or heart of SATURN: Foll-ow what I have

written concerning tPre imbi'bi'ti 'on of the earth-, our operation is no

otherwi'se then in the Practical Compendium of RIPLEY.

ISAACUS also wri ' t  a T::eatise of Lead, he worketh chSefly according

to the doctrlne of MARY the Prophetress, and laboreth much to fix the

earth of  SATURN, and af ter  to dissolve the body in dist i l led Vinegar;

that by the additi'on of corroding and s'tr-arp things, his red Oil may be

dist i l led,  whi 'ch he cal led the water of  Paradise,  that  he may imbibe

his f ixed earth therewith; which way is much shorter then RIPLEYS, but

the rubif ication and f ixatfon of the earth i ' :s long and uncertaini where-

fore f have. both. fo::sak.en I'SAACUS and RI'PLEY ln makiYrg the earth, in-

stead of whi'ch I have given the fixed hear:t of SATURN, as you may read

in the HOLY GUIDE.

But that the body may be prepared according to this Table, and after

my i'ntenti'on and the desire of RIPLEYT w€ both will that the Oil or Water

of Paradi'se be drawn out of the Gum of SERICON (-vrbose. father is ADROP)-

SERICON i 's  made of  Red- lead; therefore i t  is  f i rst  necessary to shew the

way of maki'ng l4inium of Lead, which THOMAS JUC an NGLISHMAN hath descri-

bed, togeth-er with the Composit ion of the Gum of SERfCON, which AUTHOR

I. purpose to fol-Iow, as beirrg the best.

Take ten or twelve pound of  Lead, and melt  i t  in a great I ron vessel ,

as Plumbers use to do, and when it  is molten, st ir i  i t  st i l l  wit.h an Iron

Spatula t i1I the Lead be turned to powder, whi 'ch powder wil l  be of a

green colour; when you see i ' t  thus, take it  f : :om the f ire and let i t

cool, and grind that powder upon a Marble t i) I I  i t  be i lnpalpable, mois-

teni'ng the powder wit.h a Iittle conrmon Vinegar, ti'l1 it be like thick

honey, wfi-fch- put into a b::oad Earthen vessel, and set i't on a Trevet

over a lent fi:re, to vapour away the Vinegar and drie the powder, and it

wi:I I  be of a ye1Iow colour; grlnd i ' t  again and do as before, t i l l ,  the

powder be so Red as Red-lead, which i 's cal led ADROP; And thus is SATURN

calcined i l to Red-lead or t ' l iYrium.
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Take.a pound of thiE Red-lead and di.sgolve itt in GaLlon of Vi)negar,

and stiY it, w'i'ttr- a s'ti'ck th.ree- or four tirnes a dayr end so let it stand
in a cold place the. space of three days; then take your Earthen Vessel

and set i t  in Balneo twenty fou:: hours, then 1et i ' t  cool and ft l ter

the Ii\uor three. tlmes; and when i't is clear, put i't i 'n a body with a

Li-rnbeck tlrere.upon, and di:sti)ll the Vi)negar so J-ong as it wil-I ascend, and
in the bottqn rttr,e Gr-un of .the SERfCON wlIl .riemain like thick lroney,

which set apart, and dlssolve {nore new Lead as before for: mor:e GUM, t i I I
you have ten or twel-.ve pound thereof -

Now give careful attenti 'on, for we now come to the. poin.- and period of
RIPLEYS error , f  or i f  you put four pound of this SERICON to di 'st i ' I l  i 'n
a Limbeck, and from thence woulcl draw a Menstr:uum, as RIPLEY teacheth-,
perhaps you would have scarce one ounce of thts Oil1, and some part of a
black earth wil l  :remain i \r the bott.sn, and.most part of the Gum melted
again into Lead, by which you may know that the SERICON i.s not well  dis-
sol-vedr oor as yet suf,f i \ci 'ently'prepared, th-at a Chaos may be made there-
of f i ' t  for di-st iYl-ation, because it .  is not yet well  dissolved; there-
fo::e in fSAACUS there is found a way of resolving ttli 's Gum with dis-
t i I led Vinegar, acuated wi' th calcined Tartar and Salt-.armoniack; Where-
fore, saith he, i f  thou be wise. resolve thy Gum; but r l ike not this
actuation of the Vi 'negari as I may call  i t .  I  rather choose to resolve i-
the SERICON in RAYMUNDTS calcinati 've water, which is a compounded water

of the Vegetable MERCURY or f ire natural, with the f ire agai)nst nature,
as RIPLEY testi f ieth, and i ' t  is more verif ied by RAYMUND -ln his Book of
MERCURITSf vrhe.re he teacheth how to dissolve bodies with h-i 's calcinat-

ive water:.-

f  wil l  reveal unto you thi 's water, which i 's almost unknown: Note there=
fore, that tlre Vegetable MERCURY is ttr_e spiylt of WIne (j'nstead of which

we may sometilnes, use disti:I1ed Vinegar). and that the fi're against Nature
is a corrosive water made of Vitr iol and Sa1t-peter..

Therefore tak.e which you wf'1l,  either spir i t  of Wlne recti f ied [or
AQUa VITAE) or dist i-I led Vlnegar four pound, and two pound of corrosive
water, and mix thenr together..

In thi^s water thus cornpounded, resolve half a pound of Gum of SERICQN

in a circulatofy, and set i t  i .Yr BaLneo four or f+ve days, and the Gum

wi)l l  be total ly dissolved lnto the form of water or Oil of a duskish red
colour.
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Then dist i l l  away the water in Balneo, and there wil l  remain an OiI

in the bottom, which is then the Chaos, out of which you may draw a Men-

struum containing two elements; and this is the true resolution of the Gum

of SERICON, in this water you may resolve so much Gum as you please by

rei terat ion.

Take two pound of this Chahodical substance, and prepare it  for dis-

t i l lat ion in naked f i re or sand, and l i f t  up the c lear red OiI ,  wherein

both the spir i t  and souL doth secretly l ie hid, which ISAACUS calleth

the water of Paradise, which when you have you may rejoice, for yor: have

gone through al l  the gross work, and come to the Philosophical worl i .

Therefore now proceed to conjunction, and join the white heart of

SATURN with the red OiI, as i t  is found in the Rosary.

CANDTDA SUCCINCTO JACET UXOR NUPTA MARfTO, That is to sdy, the red

MERCURY to the Saltt i f  you proceed to the red work.

Therefore take four ounces of the Salt or heart of SATURN, and as much

of the red Oi l  or  water of  Paradise,  and seal  them up in a Phi losophers

Egg, and so soon as they shal l  feel  the heat of  the Balneum, the Sal t

wi l l  d issolve and be made al l  one with the OiIr  so as you shal l  not  know

which was the Sal t ,  which was the OiI .

Set your glass in Balneo, and there let  i t  s tand in an equal  degree of

f i re,  t i I I  a l l  your matter be turned white and st ick to the s ides of  the

glass,  and shine l ike f ishes eyes, and then i t  is  whi te Sulphur of  Nature;

but i f  you proceed to the red work, then divide your white Sulphur into

egual parts, reserving one part for the white work, and go on with the

other part ,  and in a new glass wel l  sealed up, set  i t  in Ashes t , i11 i t

be turned into a red colour.

When your Sulphur is thus converted, imbibe it  again with equal weight

of  i ts  soul ,  d issolv ing and congeal ing t i I I  i t  remain in an oi l ,  and i t

wi l l  congeal  no more, but remain f ixed and f lowing.

This then is to be fermented with the fourth part of the Oil of Gold,

as is of ten ment ioned before.

We have set down already before of the augmentation in quantity and

qual i ty,  therefore i t  is  not  necessary to repeat i t  here.
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tte will now returnito the white Sulphur before reserved, that we may

set dorrirn the manner of tfr-e white work.

When you have your? red OiI or Soul-, lf you desire to make the white

Elixlr,  set part of the sald Oll i 'n a glass ln Balneo to digest, then

take lt  out and put l t  i :r to a body, and in a lent f lre dist i l l  away

the sptrit or white 148'RCURY', which you must try, that you may know

whether tt aris'e pur:e without water or not, as you do when you try the

spir i t  of  Wlne, for  i f  r t  burn al l  up,  l t  ls  wel- I ;  l f  l t  do not,  rect i f ie

it  so often, t l l l  r t  be vri)t frout any'watertness at al l ;  then have you

rectif ied your spir i t ,  wherewlth dlssolve your whtte Sulphur, t i l l  i t

remaiYr f ixed, and fJ-owirrg, as you did before ln the red work, then fer-

ment l t  and augment i t  with the fourth part of the Oil of the white

Lumi:nary or Luna, as you dN the red, and it  w'f l- I  be the white Elixir,

convert ing Imperfect bodles into perfect SfLVER.

A CgROLLARY--

RL:PLEY divi\ted the s.cope of thi':s nrork. into four operations, wlrereof

the f iYst i 's the di)s oluti \on of the body, the se.cond, the extraction of
t?re l"lenstrurm and the separati)on of the. El-ements; tlle. thi'rd is not neceg-

sary i)r our work, because we cast asray' the earth atter every distillat-

ion, i)rstead of whlch we use our Salt or heart of SATURN; the fourth is,

that ther:e be a conjunction of our SaLt as is befo::e described.

HEREAFTER FOLLOT{ETTf TIIE ACCURTATI.ON O"F TIIE ITQRK 9F SATURN.

The way of extractlng QuicR=silver out of SATURN is found in ISAACUS,

of which I know' Frow' to nlalce a speci^aI accurtation w'fth his water of

Paradi 'se, whi 'ch I '  gathe::ed part ly frorn the foresaid Author and others;

RIPLEY made his accurtati \on witFr Ouick-siLvo: precipitated wi ' th Gold,

and tlie tmbibi'tion with Corrosive water, wh"fch I li 'ke not, because the
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ElixiY sQ made wi)Il be tlte Ereatest poisonr BS- hirnself confesseth, that
i't were better for a 'rrnan to eat the eyes of a Basi'If sk, then taste that
El i ) r i r .

But becau$e I' deslre to set dor,.rn this. accurtatlon of Lead alone and
hi\s Elements',  that no stranEe hody.may'be added to our Elixi:r,  and also
that it may be made a Mediclne for all uses: f have found out the rvay of
m-aki)rg alone wi'th the I{ERCURy of SATURN, ora hig, e1tt, proper: Tincturei
for f make a body of one thtng whi'ch is a spirit, and make that lvtedicine
wtttr- its own proper spiYi-t. Read al-I the Phil-osophers, and you sha1l
never f ihd a word of thls process', nor none of the Anclents wil l  teach.
thee how to make th.e MERCURY of SATURN, wh-fch that it may be brief ly
done, this fol lowi\:g work wi ' l l  shew.at rarge in our HoLy G:IJrDE*

efrAPrER' I1,..

T Ite Medici:ne, ELi\bL , F ettne.nt.o.tio n,

SiYv en, S'atuttn',

l'n b i6'ttiv n, P nectyt,ttat.to n, eul=e[z=
Lead, TEe Toa.d

My great Grandfather CHRISTOPIIER IGYDON, saith in a certain Manuscript
of  h is,  Levi  enim Arte norunt Alchimista Mercur iurn currentens consicere
ex plumbo; that is to sdy, the Alchemists knew how by an easie Art to
make current MERCURY out of Lead; but r,rrhat Art that was, neither he nor ar
agy of  the ancients have shewed untorLusr OUAERITE, 9UERITE, sai th the
first Alchemist (so PARACELSU9 was pleased to say in imitation of him)
& inveniet is,  pulsate & oper ietur vobis,  that  is  to sdy,  seek and you
shal l  f ind,  knock and l t  shal l  be opened unto youi  which may rather seem
to be the words of an envious Master, then the precepts of a Teacher.
But having rearned this,  r  learned to seek, that  is  to say to read; r
read, r knocked, that j-s, r tr ied many experiments, arthough they were
repugnant to doctrine and Ph-t losopFry, therefore although f almost cles-
paired of  that  Art ,  yet  because nothing is di f f icul t  to the indust-
r ious,  by of ten knocking, dt  rast  r  found i t  apart ,  by what means r
at ta ined to the Art  of  such a faci t i ty ,  that  is  to sdy,  of  making euick-
si lver of Lead; and wtren ttre process ls read to the operator, i t  wil l  be
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raths: rejected then beli^eved; but to the end thils Art may be revealed
as a g::eat secret, f  thought l t  neces'sary to speak f irst of the Instru-
rnents necessary in this work, before f.  come to declare the doctrine,
which are three ln nurnbe.r, that is to sdy, a Furnace, a Cr:ucible and
a pai^r of Tongs, as- appeareth rtn the HOLY GUfDE.

Cf lAPTER I I I .

T[ te Cnuctble,  the FuLnace, tEe Hol-e tn tbe Tpp o{ the Fulnaee, th.e
T ongae6:., the Coa,(-,s-

r€t the Furnace b;e D. , the place f i I Ied wi ' th Coa1s E.., whs:eunto put
f ire and wfien the Coals are well burntr e-o that they give a clear f lame
and f ine, take your Cruci$le A-, well  anealed that i^t b::eak not with
the gudden heat, and put therein three ounces of flled Lead, having
twelve ounces of MERCURY subl-frnate well ground, and galt Armoni-ack six
ounces mixed toEether, which put upon the f i l tngs of Lead into the Cru-
cible A., and wh.en the f i : :e is strong and growing hot, tak.e your Tongs
C. r and pregently tak.e up your Crucfble, and put i t  ln B., the hole i 'n
tlie top of the Furnace ti.ll you tiear a great noi-'se and buzzi'ng, then
so soon as you can (_least the guiEk-si lver f l_ie away with. the spir i ts)_
take away the. Cruci 'ble wtth the rnatter therei 'n, and set tt  in an earthen
di\h f t l led with ashes to cool, and when jt  i- .s cord s-tr ike the lower
part of the Cruclbler So that the rnatter of the Lead rn_ay falt into an
earthen dish, and you shall- f i \ :rd ysur Lead converted into eutck-si lver.

Th-fs Cruclble and Furnace is at large charactq:ed ln the HOLy GUIDE.
rhis work i^s to be reiterated with new'spiyits tf l- l  you have. a suff*

i^cient quantfty.of Oui)ck-si:1ver, with whlch proceed as fol loweth to
precilitate thi's Quic}<-silver, that f rom a spiri:t lt rnay be converted
lnto a fixed body- by flxati\on.

Take of thi 's Qui 'ckssi lver so much as you please, and put | t  to precip.;
i'tate iYr a round glass well luted, and set i)n in ashes to the. top of the
glass; yet let us stay here a while, that your understanding may be the
more enl ightened..
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Therefore understand that the fntenti)on of thls work is to fix the

spirit, whi'ch may sooner be done wtth the spiYit of a f ixed body, which

before was llomogeneal wlth the body; and which of its own nature desireth

to jo in again wi th i ts body.

Therefore nature requireth that stre may be helped by Art in this work,

to which the Artlst consentlng, he administreth to adhere unto; which

metal is Gold, which i 's thus prepared, that r^t be sooner parted by the

Quick-si'lver and sti'ck thereunto.

Take as much pure Gold as you please, and di)ssolve it  in AQUA REGIS

mixed with equal part of ACTUIII ACERRIMUM, or LAC VIRGINIS, then set it

to digest the space of a d^y, then put your dlssolution into an Alem-

bick, and set i t  ln Balneo, to dist i l l  away the water as dry as you

can, and do thus th::ee tfrnes, and the third t i ' rne dlst i l l  i t  in ashes,

th-at the Salt Armonilac)< 'may sublime. Then put dist i l led Vinegar upon

the matter remainihg, and after i ' t  hath stood three days in Balneo,

di 'st i l l -  the Vinegar away in ash.es, that aI1- ttre substance of the Salt

Armoniack may sublirne; and do ttrus three t lrnes, always putt lng in new

Vinegar, unti l-  the Oi' I  of the dtssolved Gold remain ln the bottom; then

take of your Quick-silver three tilnes so nnrcll as your Gold, and pour it

upon the soLution of the Gold, that they may mlx together and be united;

then put your quick=silver with tfre solution in a round Glass stopped

only wittr. a piece of Cotton, and uritPr- a stick put it down every day as

i^t  doth ascend, and keep your Glass in ashes' the space of  a month,  t i I I

your quick-si l-ve:: be turned into a red precipitate, then again dissolve

it in new'dist i l led ViYreEar, t i l l  the wtr-o1e substance of t tre quick-si lver

be. dissolved , and the VineEar o*e col-oured f.n a golden colour, then dis-

t i l l  away the Vinegar i)r sahes', and again precipitate the quick-si lverr

which i 's in the bottom of a Gold col-our, into a red and f ixed body;

and so have you the I4ERCURY precilitate of SATURN.

It r:ernaineth- now that ttre body be ieFibed witttr- i'ts soul, that thls

beilrg fron a spirlt reduced irrto a bodyr frdy agatn imbibe its soul, that

i t  may b'e dlssolved therewith; therefore put i t  into a Glass, and add

thereto egual proport ion of l ts soul o:: water of Paradise, and shut Your
Glass,we1l the space of  f ive days, t i I I  the body be dissolved with the

souI.
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Then dry tE itr as'hes ti'll it. penettrates and flow; and when it is dried,

try' i t  upon a hot I>9n pJ-atef l f  i t  be f ixed and mel-t,  i f  not, imbibe it

agaln brtth hal-f the weight of lts water, and do so titl you make it fusi-

ble and pio:clng by.ilnbi'bfng and drying 1.t, and when it will melt in

the f i^re, and p€ne.tr6ts, i t  ts ttren the stone, and f i t  f  or f  ermentation.

We have sald enough of the manner of fermentati'on in the second Book,

and ttrere.fore Jt i's not necessary to repeat it here; and so af ter f er-

mentation i't nri'Il be the Sllxin.

Then i ' t  is to be augrmented and projected, Ers is before" declaredp and

thus the work of SATURN ls accurtated, of whi\ch GEORGE RIPLEY saith:

ADROP is the father of the'stone, Seri 'con his brother, LYMPIIA his

sister, the earth. i ts rnother.

But i f  you desiYe to l<now all  the secret of SATURN or Lead, f wil l  set

you down one process'out of PARACELSUS; wlr-en you have well prepared the

heart of SATURN, saith he, take two or three ounces of that heart and

grind it  smalL with double welght of Sa1t-peter, and put i t  in a sub-

l i fninE Glass, with a head well luted to subli \ne, encreasinE the f ire by

l i t t1e and l i t t le as long as any thi 'ng wil l  ascead or sublirne; thus far

PARACELSUS: Now if you f ind thi 's true, RfPLEY wil l  tel l-  you what you

shalI do with i t ,  f i i  these wo::ds.

When by tFie vi\olence of the fiYe iYr the di'sti'llation of the Gum of

the Sericon, a certain white matter shall- ascend sticki. 'ng to the head

of the Li\nbeck, like lce, keep thJs matter which hath the property of

Sul-phur not burni 'ng,  and is a f i t 'matter for  receiv ing formr lou shal l

giVe i^t form after this tnanner by rubifying i't in ashes, and when lt is

:red Sulphur giVe ft of i ts soul- unti l  i t  pie::ce and f low', then ferment

i t .  .
Her:e I have. del-ivered unto you al-I the ways and rnanners of SATURN,

which are f ound i)r any of the Philosoplrers Books i to the end the:ref ore

that the. worR may'be cornpleated with a demonstration of this word PLUM-

BUM PIITLOSOPTIORUM r ds appears in the Practical- Compendtum of RIPLEY,

we say ttrat the PhJ' losophers Lead is not taken for Anti inony but for

Adrop, being converted into the Gum of seri^con.
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It nemaiYr.eth now that we, iYr order treat of the ttli.Vd terqi.Yration of
this Book; therefore, after we haye done wi.)th SATURN-' t"t iE. nece€F.ary tp

s.peaR. of $UPITER, viY. Tin; bUt b.ecaUse th-ene. are a1any sther wayp Af
handliYrg SATURN besi)desi those, we alenti\cned I therefore we re-fer the Rea<

der thi'ther, seei\:g he f ollouretli hJs f,ootsteps.; f,or he tls tbe. of f -. spri:ng
of SATURN and naturally'born frorq hiB."

cffA PTER Ir a

The t^E"Dtd TaFLe, 9( th'e Eli\. ih- ad l4sn..

It i-s. net necessary to prefix a pecqliar TaDle to th.ts aletal aIone,
because itt i'p set dovrn before thi:s booli, neverttreless [. wi:Il here re-ckon
up its par:ts, and operati\ons' as fol-'l-owe:ttr-,,

1. Calc inat i^on

2.. $oluti 'on.-

3.  Separat i 'on.

4.  Con junct ion. .

5.- Putref action..

6.. Sulphur

7, Fermentatlon..,

I ,  El i lx iY."

Exaltation or augrnentati \on and projecti^on i 's spoken of suff i)ciently in

the f,o::r4er Books.

MARS bei\:rg rnost earth] of all the Planets op bodi\es, it i)S not to be.

doub-ted but that it may' eas'i'Iy be reduced i\rto a b-ody with li'ttle labour;

and theref,ore,naost easi)Iy'converted i\ to SaIt, whirch i 's done by Cal-ci5at=

i\?n.i the-refore we. wiYl f,iYst shew his conve,rstbn iyrto Salt.

Understand therefore:, th-at hence ari 'se.th a twqfold considepation, that

i)s to safr that it be calcined one way into its bod,y or Sa1t, the other

way that tbe body b-e prepared fo:: sul-utlon by calciyration.-

The practice diYfe.reth but a l i t t le , f ,on whether you calcine Tron for

its $aIt or its Menst::uurR, one only nanner of preparati:on suffici^ettr-.

That i's to say', th'at you tax*e f ilings of, Iron or Steel r ds much as you

please, and rni)* therewitfi egual weiEht of Sulphur i\n an earthen body r"rittr-

a Lilnheck well luted thlere.to, then s'et it iYr ashes to sublirqe tiII all
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tlte Sulphur be gub'lirned fro1r1 i\t, then di)ssoIve. ttre f,lli:rgs which remain

i'n the. bottcm i:r AQ9A REGIA, and it, will be. converted into $alt, which

wi':11 be cleansed fronn the sai)d waterr' i'f you put ttrereon distilled Vine-

gar and dlstill it away'i do thus th::ee tirnes'wr'th new Vi'negdr, and. you

shall  have a yel lowish. red Salt i 'n the bottom, which then is a body to

be joi^ned to tlle soul, whith Reep iYr warm aslies ttll you use it.

Novr for the practi \ce of Iron or dlssolution, take f l l ings of Iron or

Stee1r so much as')rou please, and put i t t  i 'n  an I ron di 's t i l led wi th Vine-

gat, and set tt  in the f lamlng f i ' re the space of thr:c,,:  hours, then take

it out and let it c'ool; reiterate this work f or:r or f ive times, then

calc i 'ne i ' t  wi ' th Sulphurr  ES'you di \ : l  before.

Flhen it  i 's thus calcitred, set i t  to dissol-ve i \r a corrosive water,

by adding equal weilht of orrr ACETUM ACERRIMTIM; and let it stand tiII

i't have di'ssolved so much as it can i':r the cold, then set it in hot

ashes, and let i ' t  stand there the space of fcnrr or f i .Ve days, pour off

the water an- dry which i.s not di'ssolved, and agai'n calci-ne it and dis--

solve i t ,  and when it  i 's di^ssolved, so as the water be coloured red.,

pour i't out into a body, and keep itt ti'll you have d.issolved as much

calcined Iron as- you p1e'ase.

Then take al l  your dlssolutions, and with an Alembi'ck dtst i l l  away the.

water i 'n Balneo, and put dis.t i l l -ed Vinegar upon the matter remaining tn

the botton, and l-et i t  stancl upon it  in Balneo the space of seven days;

th,en take. out your Glass and f i ' I ter the dissolution, and then again in

Balneo dist l l l  off the Vinegar, and in the bottom wil l  remaiYr a thick

Oil of the lron or Steel-; but iY i t  b-e not dissolved to your mindr t€.=

iterate your ' i 'soluti 'on in RAYIT4UNDS calcinative water, but i t  would be

better i-'f it we::e edulconated with AQUa VITA-E, drawing it away again i'n

Balneo, and so you have your Iron di lssolved into a l iquor.

Theref one proceed to di 'st i l lat ion, that there may be a separati 'on t

and dist i l l  i t  i t  an'ea::th^en Vessel- iYr a strong f i ' re, encreasing the

f i re as much as you can, and receive the oi ' I ,  or  soul ,  or  red t inctune

of MARS separated frsn the rernai-ning Feces by the nose of the Limbeck,

which- oi'I is the .most permanent ti)ncture for: colouri-ng Sulphurs for the

red work, or for exaltat lon of al l  El iYi::s in colour, fsr: i t  rnakes tt

t iYrge and colour higher.
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When you have. thUs prepared the tincture, then proceed to conjunction,

qnd work with the S'al-t before res-erved, taking three or four ounces of

the Sal-t,  and equal weight of the soul-.

Then seal i ' t  up and set i t  to putrl f ie in Balneo, and keep it  there

ti'II it pass through all colours' ancl be wliite, and then it is Sulphur
pf Nature.

Tlien take out your Glass and set it i:r ash.es in a greater de.gree of

heat ti.II it be red, then dissolve the r:ed Sulphur with lts ornm soul,

and again dissolve and f i)r i t ;  di 'ssolvir:g i ' t  in Balneo, and f i 'xing i t

under the f lre, and. so i t  is prepared for fennentati 'on.

The f ermentation ls, as hath of ten been spoken of before, tri'th the

resolved ol l  of the S.ulphur of, Gold ln a fourfold proport ion to the

Medici):e, that by the ad.dit i 'on of the ferment, i t .may be made E1ixir

transmuting aLl bodie.s.

And note that thr\s Elixi^r of Iron excell-eth aI1 other Eli 'x+-rs, for i t

r ' t tbi ' f ie.th. more, and t ingeth hi lher, and is better fo::.mans body, for i t

prevaileth agalnst the spleen, constri :nEettr- t tre be1Iy and cureth. wounds,

it  knitteth broken bones together, and stoppeth the superf luous Flux of

the Courses.

CHAPTER V..

TEe (ounth Tabl-e od tTe Phgt ical-  and A,LeLqmical  Ti .nctunz out o( th"e-
,Led Livn and GLue o$ t l le Eagle,  dLa.wn out [ t ton the Aathouna Ezpendznee.

I t  i . 's chief Iy to be, remembered how we f irst taught you to dissolve

Anti\ony wi'th our ACETUM ACERRIIUUM, wfri\ch rnay be also well- done if you

dlpsolye i ' t  in our calciYrative water, and after that Antirnony is cal-

ci\.red which we s,pol<.eof in the end of tlre second book; i.'t r-s also to be

femembered that in the end of the b-ooll I spoke, of the GIue of the Eag1e

i\ the si}th Table of the fi::st bool<; tties,e beitrE rememheged, i.t is to

be under:stood that we attr i \5ute no other beglnning to th-is accurtation,

except that where before we took the blood of the red Lion and the Glue
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of the Eagle when they were. bOth de.st::oyed; we now joi^n thenn sound and

and not hurt toge.tller, that tliey Ifri+'ng rnay'.rqorti\fi\e and dlssol-ve them--

selves, wh-ich I 'have f i ' t ly 'cal led Corporeal Matri lnonyr or the Union, for

atn thi)s vredlock th.ey diE toEetller, that they. may be vivif ied in the

Celesti'al Matrilnonlr therefo:re it i':s not to be wonclered i:f this Table

di'.ffer from the otlrer, for this pertai)ning to the handling of spi:ri.ts,

the other way teacheth the manner of makirg the Eli)<tr of bodtes; there=

fore we norv come to dernonstriate the foreEoing Table.

Therefo::e that f may'plai:r1y reveal al l  thiYrgs'unto your take Antir

rnony well gnound, hal-f a pound, and as much Mercury sub'Ii4ate, likewi.se

ground, and gri\ad them both togettler upon a marble, ti)I1 you cannot know

them one from anothe::; then set theq in a eol-d p1ace, t-hat ttre matter

di)ssolviYrg rnay' drop into a Glass set underneath, fo:: wtren the natters
are well miXed togett ier, then Fdyr that they'wi)II  b-oth shgrt ly be diss-

olved when the wats: is perfectly dissolved, i ' t  wi^I l  be of a greenigfr

colour and lothssne smell-.

Put this water wfth the. th-lck part with. i't into a Glass, and 1et i't

stand the space of .th:aee days iYl a f iXator:y' under t?r-e f ir:e, and in short

t irne you shalI see your dlssol.vedness of a brownish black colour, and

after, that i^s to sdy, i'n th.e foresai'd tirne it wfll be red, somethi-ag

higher then red Lead.

Dissolve this calcined rnatter f i t  RAYMUNDS calcinati.ve water, and when
you l lave dlssolved lt  al l  i \ : to a red l i 'guor or deep yellow, then is your

matter brought well  iYrto i ts Chaos.

Put thi.s Iiluor into a f itt body vsi)th an Alinbeck and recei.ver, and by

dist i ' l lat lon separate the ::ed oi ' l  or the.::ed Mercury fnon the whi^te body

which remai\reth i)r the earth; and if any'natter ascend i'nto the head sf

the Alemb.-i'ck, despi:se it n.ot, but trire i^f, it b-e fi:ed; and if it be not

fi:xed enough-, subl-i\ne i't ti.l-I it be filed-

t:Ihereunto joiYr equal- wei'ght of its soul t f,or the CeJ-estiEl Matri:nonyr

and always leave sut the earth i)r the $6gg@ iY you tiave any gublinate

fixedf ilf not, tal<e the whit€ e.arth. temai\ring iYl the b'qttorn, with which

pnoceed as befo::e ts sai\d, and jotn the white body w'ith the squl; r'uh.en

they are. thus jolned o:: rnarri.'ed, set them to i\npregnate and revivi'fie
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in Balneo, ti^Il it pass' thnqugtr all coloorzsr gpd at laet b.e converted

into red, which then i\s the gtone.. 
,_

The rnanner of Fermentation, Aggmnentati'on, b-othi i| euanttYy and quali'ty',

and projecti\on, is spoRen of before i)r other worlts.-

And thus Sons, Brethren and Reader, f have de'Ii\rered 4nd gpened [and

also have arnended many things)= all the gecrets ef tffe Anctent Philosgptr-.

ersr whose writlngs were rather pub'Ii:shed to conceal ttr-e ktr then to make

it manifest or teach lt; althougfl it pleased IIEfl|{ES: TRI),S.MEGIS-TUS, tlte

first wri'ter of this' Art, both to say and protes,t ttnt he had never

revealed, taught, nor prcphes' i 'ed any'thing of t lr i \s Art to dDy, except

fearinq the day of ,trudgeurent or tlte damnatian of, h-i)s S-ouI , f,or shunning

the danger the-reof I even as he receivad tha giYt of Faith- f rorq th"e. Authqr

of Faitth, so he l-eft i't to the faithful; yet when you read hi^s wrlti':rgs.,

eith-er i\: hi:s $maragdine Table t ot fir his Apocal-ipse, of hi's. twelve

Golden Gates-, and sha1l f ind nothi.):g plai:r or.rnani)f"*t l  what wl-I l  you

think of such an Author? Bel-i'eve me all thq Anci'e.nts have. concealed the.

secret of the"iY preparations, iYr the. gros's. worll., although. they writ rnos-t

fanously of the Philos-ophi.lal operati'on; ths:efore I have used my endeav-

our to tri^e, for out of the-t'r lrritinEs Il found that the Eli)ri:: might be

made of the Planets or Metals, and also of mean f l ineraIs, wtr- ich came

more neer to a metal l i \ck nature, then readi):g aore; f f ,ound a certain

method amongst them a1l, as it were wi'th one consent or voi\ce on ttii^s

wi:se.

First and pri\rci!al1y', that bodies should be .rnade incorporeal, that

is to say r di'scorporated r or di'scompounded , whi'cfr- tben i's cal-l-ed ttr-e

Hyle. or Chaos.

Secondly, That out of this Ctraodical substance., which is one t?ri'ng,

thre.e Elementg' s'Ilould be separated and pur:i)f iEd.

ThJ-rdly', That the separate.d and puriYled elements shouLd be joi\ed,

the man and ttre woman, the body and the soulf'h"r.r"r, ancl earttr, wltFr-

lnf inlte other names' so called, that the igno::ant milht thi.Yrli they we:re.

di\erse, whi)ch only' were nothi\:q elge but water and salt, ,oo the body

and spirit or soul, that i's to say r white I"IERC'IJRY and ::ed , whi'ch they

joined together th'at a new'and pure body'milht be c::eated i.Yr putre-faction,
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that a Mfcrocosmi'cal i'nfant ml.Eht be cneated i)r imltation of the Creat-

ion, that is to say, Sulphur of Nature.

fourthly, That i't s'hou1d be fed hri'th ltlilk, that is- to sdy, with its

own proper Ti^ncture, and afte'r ncyuri'sfred by'Fermentati\on, that it may

grow to i ts perfect strength.

Ilavi)rg learned these, I begun to practl'ce., and i\n the. practlce of

eve-ry body and spiritt, I' found diverse errorsi but readitng more and try-

ing more, dt las't I' found the manner ancl true way of di'ssolving all bod=

t-'esr separati):g and conjoi:rfng tlr-em; fi-'ndiYrE the compositi'on of their

secret of secrets, that i ' 's to say, LAC VIRGINI'S,, or ACETUM ACERRIMUL'I, and

RAYI{UNDS calciniYrg water, wherewi:th I.  dissolved al l  bodies at pleasure,

and perfected the gros's'worl i ,  wlrerefor:e. I  purposed, contrary to the cug-

tone of the Phi ' losophers', to neveal the whole work, Ie.st f  being envious,

should be the Author of error like tliem; therefore. I h.ave added their

works to my own experiinents and i)rventlons, whicll are plalnJ-y and truely

writ,  that the Art ist need to read no books'but mine, for herein is al-

most al l  thlngs contai)ned, which are found plai ' :r ly writ  by the Philo-

sophersi and also those things'wh.lch are found true. by'my own experience.

Now you have al l  thi:ngs.methodically i)r thi-s Art without error, with

which by the help of God, you rnay attain to the end.

Alchlzmy revealeth and openeth unto us four other secre.ts.

The first i's, the cornposition of Pearls', lar g::eater and fai'rer ttren

natural ones, which cannot be perfectly done without the help of the

Elixi 'r .

The second is the manner of rnaki)rg precious'Stone.s of ignoble ones,

by the sane Art wtlich we taught bef o::e' iln mal-Ieab1e Glass.

The thi'rd ts the manner of maliing artifircial Carbuncles i.ln imitation

af natural ones, which few'or none have spoken of.

The fourth is the -manner of maki'ng lvllne::al Amberr of wh-ich. PARACELSUS

hath only vrrl't tn hi.s book of vexati'ons' of Phi-'losopfiers, and in the last

Edit iqn of tr is 'worRs in the six of his ARCIIIDOXES; but be.cause they cdrl=

not be made wi' thout the help of the El- ixirrs, therefore they deserve a

place amongst the EliYi::s' ;  of the fourth, that is to sayr of the virtue

or rather the vi 'ce of making Arnber, I  shaIl trandle, i t  coldly, I  have ret

served the: explanati\on of thi 's Aenigma, t i ' I I  the: Iast place.
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