The Golden Asse

by Lucius Apuleius
Adlington's translation, 1566. This edition by MarGuy, 1996

First Booke
Second Booke
Third Booke
Fourth Booke

Table of Contents

Notes on this Edition Fifth Booke
Epistle Dedicatory Sixth Booke
Tothe Reader Seventh Booke
TheLifeof Lucius Apuleius Eighth Booke
The Preface of the Author Ninth Booke
Glossary Tenth Booke

Eleventh Booke

The Golden Asse

by Lucius Apuleius
Adlington's translation, 1566

"The xi Bookes of the Golden Asse, conteiningeNfegamorphosie of Lucius Apuleius.” First Editiomrrinted at
London in Fleetstreate at the signe of the Oliphaoy Henry Wykes, Anno. 1566." (Q'to). Reprint&¥1 (Q'to),
1582 (Octavo), 1596 (Q'to), 1600 (Q'to), 1639 (R'to
Reprinted from the edition of 1639 by Simpkin Maakl.td, London, 1933, with T. Petronius ArbitefEhe
Satyricon" and Longus' "Daphnis and Chloe".
This electronic edition prepared by Martin Guy, @albury and Ramsgate, March-May 1996. Apparent
typographical errors in the paper copy are preskivéhis text, followed by "[sic]"; characters tHailed to print
and have been guessed are followed by a questidnimaquare brackets; words included in the splm$sary at
the end of this edition are followed py the first time they occur; other words within sgpiarackets were in
square brackets in the original text.
Other translations exist:
* "The Golden Ass of Apuleius”, the Tudor translasiafolume IV, published by David Nutt, London, 1893.
* "The Golden Ass", Adlington's translation revisgd$ Gasalee, published by William Heinemann,
London, 1915.
* "The Golden Ass of Lucius Apuleius”, Adlington'amislation edited by F. J. Harvey Darton, publishgd
The Navarre Society Limited, 1924.
» "The Transformations of Lucius; otherwise knowrnTag Golden Ass", translated from the Latin by Rbber
Graves, published by Penguin Books, 1950.
» "The Golden Ass", translated by P. G. Walsh, phielisby Clarendon Press and Oxford University Press,
1994.
but only Adlington's original braves the word "p%s
OBVIOUS TYPOGRAPHICAL ERRORS CORRECTED FROM THE TEX



Chap. 2, last para: "broughr him meat" -> "brougiht meat"
Chap. 30, para. 1: "heeles (lifted" -> "heelesgdf
Chap. 43, first para: "much lessse" -> "much lesse"
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To the Right Honourable and Mighty Lord,
THOMAS EARLE OF SUSSEX,
Viscount Fitzwalter, Lord of Egremont and of Buln&night of the most noble Order of the Gartestice of the
forrests and Chases from Trent Southward; CapfaimeoGentlemen Pensioners of the House of the QUEE&Ur
Soveraigne Lady.
After that | had taken upon me (right Honourabiejnanner of that unlearned and foolish Poet, dhsrilvho
rashly and unadvisedly wrought a big volume in ger®f the valiant prowesse of Alexander the Gteatanslate
this present booke, contayning the Metamorphosisioius Apuleius; being mooved thereunto by thétrigeasant
pastime and delectable matter therein: | eftsoonasulted with my selfe, to whome | might best offe pleasant
and worthy a work, devised by the Author, it befrayv barbarously and simply framed in our Englisigiee. And
after long deliberation had, your honorable Lorgstame to my remembrance, a man much more wotthy, tb
whom so homely and rude a translation should begpted. But when | again remembred the jestingspodfull
matter of the booke, unfit to be offered to any roagravity and wisdome, | was wholly determinedriake no
Epistle Dedicatory at all: till as now of late peesled thereunto by my friends, | have boldly enisega to offer the
same to your Lordship, who as | trust wil acceptdame, than if it did entreat of some seriouslaityl matter,
considering that although the matter therein seemglight and merry, yet the effect thereof tetdet a good and
vertuous moral, as in the following Epistle to Reader may be declared. For so have all writetisnes past
employed their trave[l] and labours, that their posterity may receive sérmidull profit by the same. And
therfore the Poets feined not their fables in vaamsidering that children in time of their firstidies, are very
much allured thereby to proceed to more grave aegpel studies and disciplines, whereas otherwisernttiedes
would quickly loath the wise and prudent workeseairned men, wherein in such unripe years they takgparke
of delectation at all. And not only that profitseth to children by such feined fables, but algsovértues of men are
covertly thereby commended, and their vices discemidad and abhorred. For by the Fable of Acteeontenihis
feigned that when he saw Diana washing her seléeWell, hee was immediately turned into an Hart| so was
slain of his owne Dogs; may bee meant, That whewia casteth his eyes on the vaine and soone fadiugty of
the world, consenting thereto in his minde, he sghrto bee turned into a brute beast, and so sheliee through
the inordinate desire of his owne affects. By Thustéhat standeth in the midst of the floud Eridsawing before
him a tree laden with pleasant apples, he beeingrtielesse always thirsty and hungry, betokerethirtsatiable
desires of covetous persons. The fables of AtrEbigstes, Tereus and Progne signifieth the wicket a
abhominable facts wrought and attempted by mamah. The fall of Icarus is an example to proud amdgant
persons, that weeneth to climbe up to the heaBnblydas, who obtained of Bacchus, that all thimdsch he
touched might be gold, is carped the foul sin oddee. By Phaeton, that unskilfully took in handute the
Chariot of the Sunne, are represented those pevganh attempt things passing their power and cgyagy
Castor and Pollux, turned into a signe in heavdied&emini, is signified, that vertuous and gogérsons shall be
rewarded after life with perpetuall blisse. Andhis feined jest of Lucius Apuleius is comprehenddijure of
mans life, ministring most sweet and delectableenato such as shall be desirous to read the sBineewhich if
your honourable Lordship will accept and take iodipart, | shall not onely thinke my small travaatid labour well
employed, but also receive a further comfort teratit some more serious matter, which may be maeptable to
your Lordship: desiring the same to excuse my eaghbold enterprise at this time, as | nothing dadilyour
Lordships goodnesse. To whome | beseech Almighty t8ampart long life, with encrease of much honour
From Vniversity Colledge in Oxenford, the xviij. 8eptember, 1566.
Your Honours most bounden,
WIL. ADLINGTON.
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To the Reader
When that | had (gentle Reader) slightly here &ede runne over the pleasant and delectable jebktgius
Apuleius (a man of antient descent, and endued siftpular learning) written in such a franke amifishing stile,
as he seemed to have the Muses at his will, todaddmaintaine his pen. And when againe | perceivednatter to
minister such exceeding plenty of mirth, as nemany judgement the like hath been shewed by amgrpth
purposed according to my slender knowledge (thdugkre rudely, and farre disagreeing from the fimel
excellent doings now adayes) to translate the satmeur vulgar tongue, to the end that amongshaay sage and
serious works (as every man well nigh endeavouy tlaiencrease) there might bee some fresh andai¢anatter
to recreate the mindes of the Readers withall. HBtwbwas eftsoones driven from my purpose by ¢aoses:
First, perceiving that the Author had written hisrlwin so darke and high a stile, in so strangeabslird words,
and in such new invented phrases, as hee seerhed tatet it forth to shew his magnificencie aige, than to
participate his doings to other. Secondly, feat@ast the translation of this present Booke (wisiemeth a meere
jeast and fable, and a Worke worthy to be laughghlyareason of the vanity of the Author) mightdmmtemned
and despised of all men, and so consequently ¢ tioaldl in derision, to occupie my selfe in suchofious and
trifling toyes. But on the other side, when | hadroughly learned the intent of the Author, andpgbepose why
hee invented so sportfull a jest, | was verily parded that my small travell should not onely beepted by many,
but the matter it selfe allowed and praised of\&terefore | intend, God willing, as nigh as | canutter and open
the meaning thereof, to the simple and ignorangrey they may not take the same, as a thing orjst and
laugh at (for the fables of sesop and the feigningaets were never written for that purpose) buthay
pleasantnesse thereof bee rather induced to thelédge of their present estate, and thereby tram&fahemselves
into the right and perfect shape of men. The argumEthe book is, how Lucius Apuleius the Authimkelfe
travelled into Thessaly, being a region in Greedeere all the women for the most part bee such edol
Witches, that they can transforme men into theréaf brute beasts: Where after he had contindedvalayes, by
the mighty force of a violent confection hee waardged into a miserable Asse, and nothing mightaedim to his
wonted shape but the eating of a Rose, which #feemdurance of infinite sorrow, at length he aled by prayer.
Verily under the wrap of this transformation iseédxhe life of mortall men, when as we suffer oimdes so to bee
drowned in the sensuall lusts of the flesh, andtreestly pleasure thereof (which aptly may be date violent
confection of Witches) that wee lose wholly the aseeason and vertue, which properly should baa&m, and play
the parts of brute and savage beasts. By like atage reade, how divers of the companions of \dgssere
turned by the marvellous power of Circe into swifed finde we not in Scripture, that Nabuchadnezlzaminth
King of Babylon, by reason of his great dominiond aealmes, fell into such exceeding pride, thatvas suddenly
transformed of Almighty God into an horrible monsteaving the head of an Oxe, the feet of a Besrd,the taile
of Lion, and did eat hay as a Beast. But as Lugjugleius was changed into his humane shape by a, Ros
companions of Vlysses by great intercession, artslblaadnezzar by the continual prayers of Daniegrety they
knew themselves, and lived after a good and vestlifel so can we never bee restored to the rigré of our
selves, except we taste and eat the sweet Rosasdimr and vertue, which the rather by mediatiquraier we may
assuredly attaine. Againe, may not the meaningisfworke be altered and turned in this sort: A m™easirous to
apply his minde to some excellent art, or givetheostudy of any of the sciences, at the first apgté to himselfe
an asse without wit, without knowledge, and not muclike a brute beast, till such time as by muaim@ and
travell he hath atchieved to the perfectnesseeffime, and tasting the sweet floure and fruiio$tudies, doth
thinke himselfe well brought to the right and vehape of a man.
Finally, the metamorphosie of Lucius Apuleius mayrésembled to youth without discretion, and hikiotion to
age possessed with wisedome and vertue.
Now since this booke of Lucius is a figure of méfes and toucheth the nature and manners of mortah, egging
them forward from their Asinall forme, to their hame and perfect shape, beside the pleasant aralatséejests
therein contained, | trust if my simple translatlmnothing accepted, yet the matter it selfe dfmttsteemed by
such as not onely delight to please their fancigeading the same, but also take a patterne thévelegenerate
their minds from bruitish and beastly custome. Heitvbhave not so exactly passed through the Ayth®to point
every sentence according as it is in Latine, calssplutely translated every word as it lieth inpihese, (for so the



French and Spanish translators have not done)dsmisg the same in our vulgar tongue would haveeapgd very
obscure and darke, and thereby consequently laathso the Reader, but nothing erring as | trushftbe true and
naturall meaning of the Author, have used more comand familiar words, yet not so much as | mighe,dor the
plainer setting forth of the same.

But howsoever it be, gentle Reader, | pray thee ik good part, considering that for thee | htalen this paine,
to the intent that thou mayest read the same Jigthspire.

The Golden Asse

by Lucius Apuleius
Adlington's translation, 1566

The Life of Lucius Apuleius
Briefly Described
LUCIUS APULEIUS African, an excellent follower ofdo his sect, born in Madaura, a Countrey sometime
inhabited by the Romans, and under the jurisdiatio8yphax, scituate and lying upon the bordefdurhidia and
Getulia, whereby he calleth himselfe halfe a Nuamdand halfe a Getulian: and Sidonius named hinPtamnian
Madaurence: his father called Theseus had paskeffieds of dignity in his countrey with much hawmo His
mother named Salvia was of such excellent verha#,ghe passed all the Dames of her time, boraa ahcient
house, and descended from the noble Philosoph&rEt and Sextus his Nephew. His wife called Pmtidewas
endowed with as much vertue and riches as any wanigint be. Hee himselfe was of an high and comiglyuse,
gray eyed, his haire yellow, and a beautifull peesge. He flourished in Carthage in the time ofdiolis Avitus and
Cl. Maximus Proconsuls, where he spent his youteaming the liberall Sciences, and much profitader his
masters there, whereby not without cause hee ledllgtselfe the Nource of Carthage, and the celebtizse and
venerable mistresse of Africke. Some after, at Ash@vhere in times past the well of all doctrireufished) he
tasted many of the cups of the Muses, he learre®detry, Geometry, Musicke, Logicke, and the usiade
knowledge of Philosophy, and studied not in valerine Muses, that is to say, the nine noble ayallr
disciplines.
Immediately after he went to Rome, and studiedettiee Latine tongue, with such labour and contiratably, that
he achieved to great eloquence, and was knownaprdved to be excellently learned, whereby he tiginthily
be called Polyhistor, that is to say, one that ketbwnuch or many things.
And being thus no less endued with eloquence, witimsingular learning, he wrote many of the bofiksthem
that should come after: whereof part by negligesfademes be intercepted and part now extant, dffecently
declare, with how much wisdome and doctrine hearifiied, and with how much vertue hee excelled aysicihe
rude and barbarous people. The like was Anachanstsgst the most luskish Scythes. But amongst tiukés of
Lucius Apuleius, which are perished and preverttesbeit greatly desired as now adayes, one wasledi
Banquetting questions, another entreating of thereaf fish, another of the generation of beaststher
containing his Epigrams, and another called "Heoresj: but such as are now extant are the fourkshoamed
“Floridorum,' wherein is contained a flourishingestand a savory kind of learning, which delightdtoldeth, and
rejoiceth the Reader marvellously; wherein youldivade a great variety of things, as leaping omarf another:
One excellent and copious Oration, containinghaldrace and vertue of the art Oratory, wherebgldareth
himselfe of the crime of art Magick, which was slarously objected against him by his Adversaridgngin is
contained such force of eloquence and doctrinbeaseemeth to passe and excell himselfe. Therother booke
of the god of the spirit of Socrates, whereof Sgéstine maketh mention in his booke of the defimitdf spirits,
and description of men. Two other books of the mpirof Plato, wherein is briefly contained that athbefore was
largely expressed. One booke of Cosmography, ceimgrinany things of Aristotles Meteors. The Dialegi
Trismegistus, translated by him out of Greeke lrdtine, so fine, that it rather seemeth with mdogjeence turned
into Latine, than it was before written in GreeRet principally these eleven Bookes of the "Goldase,' are
enriched with such pleasant matter, with such éxeey and variety of flourishing tales, that nothimay be more
sweet and delectable, whereby worthily they mainbeiled, The Bookes of the “Golden Asse,' for plassing stile
and matter therein. For what can be more acceptiahiethis Asse of Gold indeed. Howbeit there baynahich
would rather intitle it "Metamorphosis,' that issay, A transfiguration or transformation, by reasbthe argument
and matter therein.
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The Preface of the Author
To his Sonne, Faustinus
And unto the Readers of this Book

That | to thee some joyous jests may shew in gentle glose,

And frankly feed thy bended eares with passing pleasant prose:

So that thou daine in seemly sort this wanton booke to view,

That is set out and garnisht fine, with written phrases new.

| will declare how one by hap his humane figure lost,

And how in brutish formed shape his loathed life he tost.

And how he was in course of time from such estate unfold,

Who eftsoone turn'd to pristing shape, his lot unlucky told.
What and who he was attefil a while, and you shall understand that it was dyére writer of myne owne
Metamorphosie and strange alteration of figure. Etyus, Athens, Isthmia, Ephire Tenaros, and Spheiag fat
and fertile soiles (as | pray you give credit te ttookes of more everlasting fame) be places whgree antient
progeny and linage did sometime flourish: theray, $n Athens, when | was yong, | went first to sole. Soone
after (as a stranger) | arrived at Rome, whereag&st industry, and without instruction of any @olemaster, |
attained to the full perfection of the Latine torgBehold, | first crave and beg your pardon, lestould happen to
displease or offend any of you by the rude andakistiterance of this strange and forrein langu@gel verily this
new alteration of speech doth correspond to therprised matter whereof | purpose to entreat, ll seit forth unto

you a pleasant Grecian jest. Whereunto gentle Rebitheu wilt give attendant eare, it will ministanto thee such
delectable matter as thou shalt be contented withal

The Golden Asse

by Lucius Apuleius
Adlington's translation, 1566

GLOSSARY

AFFIANCE:

confidence, trust, faith in (somebodyED]
APAYED:

satisfied, content or pleasp¢ED]
ATTEND:

to wait for

BANDOG:



a dog kept tied up as a guard, or for its fero@sp]
BETIMES:
early
BARKE:
a boat
BLAME:
to rebuke or scolfMED]
CAITIF:
a captive. Also a mean, niggardly pergenswi
CAVELLATION:
a quibble
CHUFFE:
a churlish miseyGTsw]
CLOUT:
a piece of cloth or linen, a r@grsw]
COAT:
a house or shack
COMMONWEALE:
public welfare, public property.
COPE:
a semicircular sleeveless hooded vestrEEb]
COSSES:
thighs
DASTARDS:

cowards

Delay: to dilutgGTsw]



Detect: to reveal

Discover: to disclose, to reveal

Dissemble: to disguise, to mask, to feign, to assume a false appgagmice

Dolour: pain

Eke: in addition, likewiS¢CED]

Erst: once, formerly

Fain: (v.) to put on a false appearance, e.g. he fained much sorrow.

Fain: (adv.) willingly, e.g. | would fain speake.

Fardel: a bundle, a pack, a burd&eD]

Fet: to fetchiCED]

Fuller: one whose occupation is to cleanse and thicken cloth.

Gan: to beginceED]

Glimpse: to shine faintly, to glimmgsTsw]



Gree: goodwill, favour, pleasure, satisfaction

Habiliment: an outfit, accoutrement, attiGarsw]

Importunate: unreasonably solicitous or urgent; insupportable; troublesome

Incontinently: immediatelyGTsSw]

Krippin: (may be related to Crippe: a small bag, a pouch [MED])

Lawne: a cotton or linen fabric, finer than cambric

Masties: mastiffs

Maugre: in spite ofDAP]

Maurell: (may be related to Mawroll: the white-horehound [DAP])

Mow: a stack of corfDAP]

Pannier: a basket

Pantofles/Pantofiles: slippers

Paps: breasts

Partlet: a neckerchigbTsw]



Pismares/Pismires: ants

Pole: the upper part

Pottage: boiled vegetables, with or without njeab]

Precept: a command, a mandate

Presently: immediatelyzTsw]

Preyes: booty, plundeCeD]

Pristine: pertaining to an early state or time

Privily: secretly

Privities: secrets

Proper: own, e.g. "My proper weapons": "My own weapons"

Puissance: strength, power

Puissant: strong, powerful [from the French "puissant"]

Sallet: a sala(bAP]



Sarce: a small hair sieyeAP]

Shipping: "to take shipping” = "to embaricCED]

Sive: a sievgDAP]

Sop: a piece of bread soaked in the dripping under the[Dxeat

Spice: a slight attack of any disordeaP]

Stint: to stop (somethingpAP]

Target: a light round buckler [GTSW] (Buckler: a small hand-held shield).

Travell: work, labour

Twyfold: twofold

Unbrast: removed or relaxed the braces of; loosened

Ungles: claws [from French "ongles"]

Unlaste: unlaced, unfasten¢dTsw]

Unneth: scarceljpAP]

Utricide: a bag-killer. (from Latin "utris": bag).



Verge: a rod, wand, or staff, carried as an emblem of authority

Verjiuce: an acid liquid expressed from crab-apples, unripe grapes etc.

Weale publiqgue, Commonweale: welfare, prospgatnsw]

Wot: to know. e.g. God wot: God knows

Sour ces:

[CED]: Chambers English Dictionary.

[DAP]: A Dictionary of Archaic and Provincial Wordsom the 14th Century, by James Orchard Halliwsdindon:
John Russell Smith, 1881.

[GTSW]: A Glossary of Tudor and Stuart Words; bylWwaW. Skeat, edited with additions by A. L. Mayhe
Clarendon Press, Oxford, 1914.

[MED]: Middle English Dictionary, by Hans Kurath riversity of Michigan Press / Oxford University Bse 1956.

THE FIRST BOOKE

THE FIRST CHAPTER

How Apuleius riding in Thessaly, fortuned to fald company with two strangers, that reasoned togret
of the mighty power of Witches.

As | fortuned to take my voyage into Thessaly, dlveutaine affaires which | had to doe (for thengmauncestry
by my mothers side inhabiteth, descended of tledirthat most excellent person Plutarch, and afusethe
Philosopher his Nephew, which is to us a great hgnand after that by much travell and great paimad passed
over the high mountaines and slipperie vallies, laandi ridden through the cloggy fallowed fields;qeéved that my
horse did waxe somewhat slow, and to the inteptlike | might repose and strengthen my self (beieary with
riding) | lighted off my horse, and wiping the swé&am every part of his body, | unbrideled himdamalked him
softly in my hand, to the end he might pisse, ambehimselfe of his weariness and travell: andende went
grazing freshly in the field (casting his head stimes aside, as a token of rejoycing and gladnégserceived a
little before me two companions riding, and so éx&king them made the third. And while | listertedheare their
communication, the one of them laughed and mocketehow, saying, Leave off | pray thee and spea&ienore,
for | cannot abide to heare thee tell such absnddirrcredible lies; which when | heard, | desiredhéare some
newes, and said, | pray you masters make me pamékeur talk, that am not so curious as desitousnow all
your communication: so shall we shorten our jourrey easily passe this high hill before us, byrynend
pleasant talke.
But he that laughed before at his fellow, said magaVerily this tale is as true, as if a man wosdg that by sorcery
and inchantment the floods might be inforced toagainst their course, the seas to be immovalgeite to lacke
the blowing of windes, the Sunne to be restraynewh fhis naturall race, the Moone to purge his skinupon
herbes and trees to serve for sorceries: the starige pulled from heaven, the day to be darkaed the darke
night to continue still. Then | being more desirbu$eare his talke than his companions, saydcay pou, that
began to tell your tale even now, leave not offtad,tell the residue. And turning to the otheayd, You perhappes



that are of an obstinate minde and grosse earekenamd contemme those things which are reportetiufth,
know you not that it is accounted untrue by therdegd opinion of men, which either is rarely seesdgome
heard, or that passeth the capacitie of mans readoch if it be more narrowly scanned, you shall anely finde it
evident and plaine, but also very easie to be brbtmgpasse.

THE SECOND CHAPTER

How Apuleius told to the strangers, what he sawgle} do in Athens.

The other night being at supper with a sort of myrigllowes, while | did greedily put a great mdtsd meate in
my mouth, that was fried with the flower of cheasel barley, it cleaved so fast in the passage athnoat and
stopped my winde in such sort, that | was well rigbked. And yet at Athens before the porch thatied Peale, |
saw with these eyes a Jugler that swallowed a aal lsword, with a very keene edge, and by and by fittle
money that we that looked on gave him, hee devoargthsing speare with the point downeward. Aner affiat
hee had conveyed the whole speare within the aasiunis body, and brought it out againe behindretappeared
on the top therof (which caused us all to manefire boy pleasant and nimble, winding and tugriirmself in
such sort, that you would suppose he had neithee bor gristle, and verily thinke that he wereiagurall Serpent,
creeping and sliding on the knotted staffe, whiehgod of Medicine is feigned to beare. But turnimgto him that
began his tale, | pray you (quoth I) follow yourpaose, and | alone will give credit unto you, andyour paynes
will pay your charges at the next Inne we come ufitowhom he answered, Certes sir | thanke yoydor gentle
offer, and at your request | wil proceed in my talet first | will sweare unto you by the light thfis Sunne that
shineth here, that those things that | shall teltrbe, least when you come to the next city calleessaly, you
should doubt any thing of that which is rife in fineuthes of every person, and done before thedbak men. And
that | may first make relation unto you, what artibw am, and whither | go, and for what purposevkiye that |
am of Egin, travelling those countries about frohne3saly to Etolia, and from Etolia to Boetia, tovpde for honey,
cheese, and other victuals to sell againe: andratadaling that at Hippata (which is the princiggity of all
Thessaly) is accustomed to be sould new cheesegeéding good taste and relish, | fortuned onyaagoe
thither, to make my market there: but as it oftapgeneth, | came in an evill houre; for one Lup&aieveyor had
bought and ingrossed up all the day before, arfdiv&s deceived.

Wherefore towards night being very weary, | wenth® Baines to refresh my selfe, and behold, Lfeetl to espy
my companion Socrates sitting upon the ground, reaeith a torne and course mantle; who was somaeigd of
so sallow and miserable a countenance, that | lydamew him: for fortune had brought him into suestate and
calamity, that he verily seemed as a common betipgaistandeth in the streets to crave the beneselefithe
passers by. Towards whom (howbeit he was my sindrigand and familiar acquaintance, yet halfe isghire) |
drew nigh and said, Alas my Socrates, what meahé® how fareth it with thee? What crime hast thou
committed? verily there is great lamentation anépieg made for thee at home: Thy children are irdvizy the
decree of the Provinciall Judge: Thy wife (havimgled her mourning time in lamentable wise, witlefaad visage
blubbered with teares, in such sort that she hathnigh wept out both her eyes) is constrainedhéyparents to
put out of remembrance the unfortunate losse arietlaf thee at home, and against her will to takewa husband.
And dost thou live here as a ghost or hogge, tayoest shame and ignominy?

Then answered he to me and said, O my friend Aristaus, now perceive | well that you are ignorarthef
whirling changes, the unstable forces, and slippagnstancy of Fortune: and therewithall he coddrs face
(even then blushing for very shame) with his ruggehtle, insomuch that from his navel downwardspeeared
all naked.

But | not willing to see him any longer in such @reniserie and calamitie, took him by the hand léftet him up
from the ground: who having his face covered irhssmrt, Let Fortune (quoth he) triumph yet morehkr have her
sway, and finish that which shee hath begun. Aedethithall | put off one of my garments and covehnad, and
immediately | brought him to the Baine, and causiedto be anointed, wiped, and the filthy scurféisfbody to
be rubbed away; which done, although | were vergrweny selfe, yet | led the poore miser to my Innbere he
reposed his body upon a bed, and then | broughnieat and drinke, and so wee talked togetherhtenetwe
might be merry and laugh at our pleasure, and sweve, untill such time as he (fetching a pittifsijh from the
bottome of his heart, and beating his face in maislersort) began to say.



THE THIRD CHAPTER

How Socrates in his returne from Macedony to Larisgss spoyled and robbed, and how he fell
acquainted with one Meroe a Witch.

Alas poore miser that | am, that for the onely e see a game of triall of weapons, am fallém these miseries
and wretched snares of misfortune. For in my retdirom Macedonie, whereas | sould all my wares,@aged the
Merchant by the space of ten months, a little etbat | came to Larissa, | turned out of the viawiew the

scituation of the countrey there, and behold inbtbtome of a deep valley | was suddenly environid a
company of theeves, who robbed and spoiled meadf things as | had, and yet would hardly suffertonescape.
But | beeing in such extremity, in the end was ligagelivered from their hands, and so | fortuneccbme to the

house of an old woman that sold wine, called Mevd® had her tongue sufficiently instructed totélag: unto
whom | opened the causes of my long peregrinatimhcarefull travell, and of myne unlucky adventwed after
that | had declared unto her such things as theseptly(*] came to my remembrance, shee gently entertained me
and made mee good cheere; and by and by beeirgegtiy carnall desire, shee brought mee to hertmun
chamber; whereas | poore miser the very first nigldur lying together did purchase to my selfs thiserable
face, and for her lodging | gave her such appar¢ha theeves left to cover me withall.
Then | understanding the cause of his miserabfgeestayd unto him, In faith thou art worthy totairge the most
extreame misery and calamity, which hast defiledl maculated thyne owne body, forsaken thy wifadrausly,
and dishonoured they children, parents, and fricimighe love of a vile harlot and old strumpeth&% Socrates
heard mee raile against Meroe in such sort, heupehis finger to mee, and as halfe abashed saatdpeace |
pray you, and looking about lest any body shoulatéel pray you (quoth he) take heed what you gaynat so
venerable a woman as shee is, lest by your inteatg&wngue you catch some harm. Then with resemblah
admiration, What (quoth I) is she so excellent ss@e as you name her to be? | pray you tell meenBmswered
hee, Verily shee is a Magitian, which hath powemnie the heavens, to bring downe the sky, to beparie earth,
to turne the waters into hills, and the hills inbmning waters, to lift up the terrestrial spiiitto the aire, and to pull
the gods out of the heavens, to extinguish thegidamand to lighten the deepe darkenesse of Hedh Tayd | unto
Socrates, | pray thee leave off this high and mg#itkinde of talke, and tell the matter in a mptaine and simple
fashion. Then answered he, Will you heare one or owmore of her facts which she hath done, foerelas she
inforceth not onely the inhabitants of the countneye, but also the Antictons, to love her in nraging sort, such
are but trifles and chips of her occupation, bpitay you give eare, and | will declare of more tgeanatters, which
shee hath done openly and before the face of al me

THE FOURTH CHAPTER

How Meroe the Witch turned divers persons into raisle beasts.

In faith Aristomenus to tell you the truth, this man had a certaine Lover, whom by the utteranamefonly word
she turned into a Bever, because he loved anothieraw beside her: and the reason why she transfanimeohto
such a beast is, for that it is his nature, whengerceiveth the hunters and hounds to draw aiftertb bite off his
members, and lay them in the way, that the houradshe at a stop when they finde them, and to ttemirit might
so happen unto him (because he fancied another mosha turned him into that kind of shape.
Semblably she changed one of her neighbours, lagiragidd man and one that sold wine, into a Froghdh he was
one of her occupation, and therefore she bare ligma@ge, and now the poore miser swimming in ongi®pipes
of wine, and well nigh drowned in the dregs, dathand call with an hoarse voice, for his old gaestd
acquaintance that pass by. Likewise she turneabtiee Advocates of the Court (because he pleadddpake
against her in a rightful cause) into a horned rama, now the poore Ram is become an Advocate. Meresihe
caused, that the wife of a certain lover that s $hould never be delivered of her childe, bubating to the
computation of all men, it is eight yeares pastesithe poore woman began first to swell, and noee $& encreased
so big, that shee seemeth as though she would taritigsome great Elephant: which when it was knewahroad,
and published throughout all the towne, they tookiiggnation against her, and ordayned that the daytshee
should most cruelly be stoned to death. Which psepaf theirs she prevented by the vertue of hdraintnents,
and as Medea (who obtained of King Creon but orys despit before her departure) did burne all bisse, him,
and his daughter: so she, by her conjurations mratations of spirits (which she useth in a cegdinle in her
house, as shee her selfe declared unto me thelagfollowing) closed all the persons in the tovgoesure in their



houses, and with such violence of power, thatierdpace of two dayes they could not get forthopen their
gates nor doore, nor break downe their walls, whetbey were inforced by mutuall consent to cryoumér, and to
binde themselves strictly by oaths, that they wawdder afterwards molest or hurt her: and moreafany did
offer her any injury they would be ready to deféred. Whereupon shee, mooved by their promisesstimdd by
pitty, released all the towne. But shee conveyedotincipal Author of this ordinance about midnighith all his
house, the walls, the ground, and the foundatin, another towne, distant from thence an hundriéesnscituate
and beeing on the top of an high hill, and by reabkereof destitute of water, and because thecedifand houses
were so high built together, that it was not pdssibr the house to stand there, she threw it ddvefere the gate
of the, [sic] towne. Then | spake and said, O ngnfil Socrates you have declared unto me many nhawgehings
and strange chances, and moreover stricken menaigimall trouble of minde, yea rather with greardg lest the
same old woman using the like practice, shouldifeetto heare all our communication. Wherefore $ehaw
sleepe, and after that we have taken our resislese betimeg] in the morning, and ride away hence before day,
as far as we can possible.

THE FIFTH CHAPTER

How Socrates and Aristomenus slept together inGirember, and how they were handled by Witches.

In speaking these words, and devising with my saflfeur departing the next morrow, lest Meroe thigctWshould
play by us as she had done by divers other pergdogiuned that Socrates did fall asleepe, apgtstery soundly,
by reason of his travell, and plenty of meat andemvherewithall hee had filled him selfe. Wherefbodosed and
barred fast the doore, and so layed mee down toBes| could in no wise sleepe, for the greatéeahich was in
my heart, untill it was about midnight, and thdreban to slumber. But alas, behold suddenly thenbkadoores
brake open, and lockes, bolts, and posts fell dotra you would verily have thought that some Mesehad been
presently come to have spoyled and robbed us. Anded whereon | lay being a truckle bed, fashiangdrme of
a Cradle, and one of the feet broken and rottenjdignce was turned upside downe, and | likewiss w
overwhelmed and covered lying in the same. Theogdezd | in my selfe, that certaine affects of thiade by
nature doth chance contrary. For as tears oftesttnekle down the cheekes of him that seeth ordthaome
joyfull newes, so | being in this fearfull perplexicould not forbeare laughing, to see how of tafisenus | was
made like unto a snail his shell. And while | laythe ground covered in this sort, | peeped urttebed to see
what would happen. And behold there entred in tidoamen, the one bearing a burning torch, andther a
sponge and a naked sword; and so in this habitdtomd about Socrates being fast asleep. Thervdhieb bare the
sword sayd unto the other, Behold sister Panthig i my deare and sweet heart, which both dayné&gid hath
abused my wanton youthfulnesse. This is he, whe liégarding my love, doth not onely defame méwit
reproachfull words, but also intendeth to run awiayd | shall be forsaken by like craft as Vlysséb ke, and shall
continually bewaile my solitarinesse as Calipsoidilsaid, shee pointed towards mee that lay urdebed, and
shewed me to Panthia. This is hee, quoth she, vidigis Counsellor, and perswadeth him to forsakeand now
being at the point of death he lieth prostratetenground covered with his bed, and hath seermialioings, and
hopeth to escape scot-free from my hands, butl lcailse that hee shall repent himselfe too late raider
forthwith, of his former untemperate language, hisdoresent curiosity. Which words when | heardlllihto a cold
sweat, and my heart trembled with feare, insombahthe bed over me did likewise rattle and sh@ke. spake
Panthia unto Meroe and said, Sister let us by grtédre him in pieces, or tye him by the memberd,so cut them
off. Then Meroe (being so named because she wasexiier, and loved wel good wines) answered, Ningraet
him live, and bury the corps of this poore wretelsdme hole of the earth; and therewithall shesetlithe head of
Socrates on the other side, and thrust her swotd the hilts into the left part of his necke, ardeived the bloud
that gushed out, into a pot, that no drop therelbbiside: which things | saw with myne owne eyes] as | thinke
to the intent she might alter nothing that pertditeesacrifice, which she accustomed to make, lshest her hand
downe into the intrails of his body, and searchibgut, at length brought forth the heart of my mabée
companion Socrates, who having his throat cut ahsort, yeelded out a dolefull cry and gave upgthest. Then
Panthia stopped the wide wound of his throat with$ponge, and said, O Sponge sprung and made sé#
beware that thou passe not by running River. Teisdbsayd, the one of them moved and turned upedy énd
then they strid over mee, and clapped their buttagion my face, and all bepissed mee till | wasgirig wet.
When this was ended they went their wayes, anddbees closed fast, the posts stood in their adgd, and the
lockes and bolts were shut againe. But | that [agnuthe ground like one without soule, naked and, @nd
wringing wet with pisse, like to one that were mtiran halfe dead, yet reviving my selfe, and aptecdimas |
thought for the Gallowes, began to say, Alasse whall become of me to morrow when my companioti blea



found murthered here in the chamber? To whom s$lsaéme to tell any similitude of truth, when ahal tell the
trueth in deed? They will say, If thou wert unatdeesist the violence of the women, yet shoultlest have cried

for helpe; Wouldst thou suffer the man to be sldiefore thy face and say nothing? Or why did thetystey thee
likewise? Why did they spare thee that stood bysawd them commit that horrible fact? Whereforealtih thou

hast escaped their hands, yet thou shalt not escapeWhile | pondered these things with my stifenight
passed on, and so | resolved to take my horseddtor, and goe forward on my journey.

Howbeit the wayes were unknowne unto me, and tiperelitooke up my packet, unlocked and unbarredituoes,
but those good and faithfull doores which in thghnidid open of their owne accord, could then dgdre opened
with their keys. And when | was out | cried, O ahrHostler where art thou? open the stable dooré \ill ride
away by and by. The Hostler lying behinde the staldore upon a pallet, and halfe asleepe, Whattichex) doe
you not know that the wayes be very dangerous? Wikane you to rise at this time of night? If youhags guilty
of some heynous crime, be weary of your life, hatke you not that wee are such Sots that we \élfar you.
Then said I, It is well nigh day, and moreover, wten Theeves take from him that hath nothing? Dibes! not
know (Foole as thou art) if thou be naked, if teyafts should assaile thee, they could not spoytelothee?
Whereunto the drowsie Hostler halfe asleepe, amiinty on the other side, answered, What know | fvreyou
have murthered your Companion whom you broughgesternight, or no, and now seeke the meanes tpesca
away? O Lord, at that time | remember the eartmsekto open, and me thought | saw at hell gat®tige
Cerberus ready to devour mee; and then | verilgebadd, that Meroe did not spare my throat, moovig pitty,
but rather cruelly pardoned mee to bring mee ta@albowes. Wherefore | returned to my chamber, thede
devised with my selfe in what sort | should finisly life. But when | saw that fortune would ministerto mee, |
sayd, O bed, O bed, most dear unto me at thismeshich hast abode and suffered with me so maisgnes,
judge and arbiter of such things as were donethé&aight, whome onely | may call to withesse fity innocency,
render (I say) unto me some wholsome weapon targnlife, that am most willing to dye. And therewatH pulled
out a piece of the rope wherewith the bed was chraled typed one end thereof about a rafter bwthdow, and
with the other end | made a sliding knot, and stopdn my bed, and so put my neck into it, and wHeaped from
the bed, thinking verily to strangle my selfe andidge, behold the rope beeing old and rotten burtste middle,
and | fell downe tumbling upon Socrates that lagilem And even at that same very time the Hostlaerecan crying
with a loud voyce, and sayd, Where are you thatensadh hast at midnight, and now lies wallowingd&@be
Whereupon (I know not whether it was by my fallbgrthe great cry of the Hostler) Socrates as wakin of a
sleepe, did rise up first and sayd, It is not withcause that strangers do speake evill of all stadtlers, for this
Caitife [*] in his comming in, and with his crying out, | tkenunder a colour to steale away somthing, hatrediak
me out of a sound sleepe. Then | rose up joyfulth&imerry countenance, saying, Behold good Hostlgrfriend,
my companion and my brother, whom thou didst faddfirme to be slaine by mee this night. And thetkall |
embraced my friend Socrates and kissed him: busimesling the stinke of the pisse wherewith thosgdes had
embrued me, thrust me away and sayd, Clense tfeyfse this filthy odour, and then he began getdlgnquire,
how that noysome sent hapned unto mee. But | fifeggyned and colouring the matter for the time, lidake off
his talk, and tooke him by the hand and sayd, Vihytwe? Why lose wee the pleasure of this fairening? Let
us goe, and so | tooke up my packet, and payedhiges of the house and departed: and we hadnetagmile
out of the Towne but it was broad day, and theitidehtly looked upon Socrates throat, to seecibuild espy the
place where Meroe thrust in her sword: but wheould not perceive any such thing, | thought with se¥fe, What
a mad man am [, that being overcome with wine yastt, have dreamed such terrible things? BeHade
Socrates is sound, safe, and in health. Whereiwbund? where is the Sponge? Where is his grelatamn cut?
And then | spake to him and sayd, Verily it is mdthout occasion, that Physitians of experiencaffiome, That
such as fill their gorges abundantly with meat dridke, shall dreame of dire and horrible sights:Ifmy selfe,
that even yet | think my self sprinkled and wethaliuman blood: whereunto Socrates laughing madeearand
said, Nay, thou art not wet with the blood of mieut, thou art imbrued with stinking pisse; and welimy selfe
dreamed this night that my throat was cut, andlItfelt the paine of the wound, and that my heaspulled out of
my belly, and the remembrance thereof makes metadeare, for my knees do so tremble that | cancgcgoe any
further, and therefore | would faiffi# eat somewhat to strengthen and revive my spiriisen said |, Behold here
thy breakefast, and therewithall | opened my sc¢hipt hanged upon my shoulder, and gave him bredalzeese,
and we sate downe under a great Plane tree, atghg with him; and while | beheld him eatingeptdy, |
perceived that he waxed meigre and pale, and ibdvbly colour faded away, insomuch that beeimgjieat fear,
and remembering those terrible furies of whomdliatireamed, the first morsell of bread that | ipuny mouth
(which was but very small) did so sticke in my jawthat | could neither swallow it downe, nor yeeld it up, and
moreover the small time of our being together iasesl my feare, and what is hee that seeing hisaampdie in
the high-way before his face, would not greatly éamtand bee sorry? But when that Socrates had satfciently



he waxed very thirsty, for indeed he had well rigivoured all a whole Cheese: and behold evill fatihere was
behinde the Plane tree a pleasant running watdease as Crystal, and | sayd unto him, Come hiffoerates to
this water and drinke thy fill. And then he rosel @ame to the River, and kneeled downe upon tledfithe banke
to drinke, but he had scarce touched the water igthips when as behold the wound of his thro&rsu wide, and
the Sponge suddenly fell into the water, and assred out a little remnant of bloud, and his bbding then
without life, had fallen into the river, had notdught him by the leg and so pulled him up. Andrathat | lamented
a good space the death of my wretched compantmmjéd him in the Sands there by the river.

Which done, in great feare | rode through many @uyeg and desart places, and as culpable of thie deat
Socrates, | forsooke my countrey, my wife, and fmydecen, and came to Etolia where | married anoWéde.

This tale told Aristomenus, and his fellow whictdre obstinately would give no credit unto him, bedo say,
Verily there was never so foolish a tale, nor aeraivsurd lie told than this. And then he spake orgsaying, Ho
sir, what you are | know not, but your habit andmtnance declareth that you should be some h@mdteman,
(speaking to Apuleius) doe you beleeve this tale@ Yerily (quoth I) why not? For whatsoever theddtave
appointed to men, that | beleeve shall happenntaty things chance unto me and unto you, and trslisthers,
which beeing declared unto the ignorant bee aceduss lies. But verily | give credit unto his tedad render entire
thankes unto him, in that by the pleasant relati@neof we have quickly passed and shortned oungyy and |
thinke that my horse also was delighted with threesaand hath brought me to the gate of this cithaut any paine
at all. Thus ended both our talke and journeytHey two turned on the left hand to the next vilsgand | rode into
the City.

THE SIXTH CHAPTER

How Apuleius came to a city named Hipate and wdgdd in one Milos house, and brought him letters
from Demeas of Corinth.

After that those two Companions were departedrieeninto the City: where | espied an old womanyhbm |
enquired whether that City were called Hipata,@r\Who answered, Yes. Then | demaunded, whethekrehe
one Milo an Alderman of the city: Wherat she laujhed sayd, Verily it is not without cause thatdvig called an
Elderman, and accounted as chiefe of those whiaH dithout the walls of the City. To whom | saydadte, | pray
thee good mother doe not mocke, but tell me whatrmaof man he is, and where he dwelleth. Mary tlgsbe)
doe you see those Bay windowes, which on the ateeaiut to the gates of the city, and on the atiuer to the
next lane? There Milo dwelleth, very rich both immy and substance, but by reason of his greatavarid
insatiable covetousnes, he is evill spoken of,f@n a man that liveth all by usurie, and lendirgmoney upon
pledges. Moreover he dwelleth in a small house,isiegter counting his money, and hath a wife tha ¢ompanion

of his extreame misery, neither keepeth he any rimdnés house than onely one maid, who goeth afipdrike
unto a beggar. Which when | heard, | laughed irseife and thought, In faith my friend Demeas hatlvesd me
well, which hath sent me being a stranger, unté suman, in whose house | shall not bee afeardreithsmoke or
of the sent of meat; and therewithall | rode todbere, which was fast barred, and knocked alohdnThere came
forth a maid which sayd, Ho sirrah that knocksast,fin what kinde of sort will you borrow moneyfd< you not
that we use to take no gage, unlesse it be eithtr pr Jewels? To whom | answered, | pray thea s@eake more
gently, and tel me whether thy master be withina? Yes (quoth she) that he is, why doe you aska¥ ksaid 1) |
am come from Corinth, and have brought him lethens1 Demeas his friend. Then sayd the Maid, | prawy tarry
here till | tell him so, and therewithall she clddast the doore, and went in, and after a whitergturned againe
and sayd, My master desireth you to alight and cimmand so | did, whereas | found him sitting upeiittle bed,
going to supper, and his wife sate at his feettterte was no meat upon the table, and so by ajppei of the
maid | came to him and saluted him, and deliveheddtters which | had brought from Demeas. Whitlemhee
had read hee sayd, Verily, | thanke my friend Desmeach, in that hee hath sent unto mee so wortueat as you
are. And therewithall he commanded his wife t@aity and bid mee sit in her place; which whenusedl by
reason of courtesie, hee pulled me by the garmehtnvlled me to sit downe; for wee have (quoth he)ther stool
here, nor no other great store of household sttdfedfear of robbing. Then | according to his cormd@ament, sate
downe; and he fell in further communication with amel sayd, Verily | doe conjecture by the comliytdea of your
body, and by the maidenly shamefastnesse of yaer, fhat you are a Gentleman borne, as my Friemdelas hath
no lesse declared the same in his letters. Whelforay you take in good part our poore lodging] ashold yonder
chamber is at your commaundement, use it as yonepand if you be contented therewithall, you stedemble
and follow the vertuous qualities of your good &tfiheseus, who disdained not the slender and foattage of
Hecades.



And then he called his maid which was named Fatid, said, Carry this gentlemans packet into thenbles, and
lay it up safely, and bring water quickly to wastmhand a towel to rub him, and other things nemgssand then
bring him to the next Baines, for | know that herésy weary of travell.

These things when | heard, | partly perceived taamers of Milo, and endeavouring to bring my séif¢her into
his favour, | sayd, Sir there is no need of antheke things, for they have been every where maisinto mee by
the way, howbeit | will go into the Baines, but tyiefest care is that my horse be well lookeddohke brought
mee hither roundly, and therefore | pray thee Ralig this money and buy some hay and oats for him

THE SEVENTH CHAPTER

How Apuleius going to buy fish, met with his coniparPythias.

When this was done, and all my things brought theoChamber, | walked towards the Baines; but fivggnt to
the market to buy some victuals for my supper, @hsi saw a great plenty of fish set out to beds@nd so |
cheapened part thereof, and that which they fe&t bt an hundred pence, | bought at length fontywaNhich
when | had done, and was departing away, one oernichacquaintance, and fellow at Athens, namehli#st
fortuned to passe by, and viewing me a good spa¢ke end brought me to his remembrance, andygeathe and
kissed mee, saying, O my deare friend Lucius, a ggeat while past since we two saw each otheérnaoreover,
from the time that wee departed from our Masterntides| never heard any newes from you. | pray locius tell
mee the cause of your peregrination hither. Themsivered and sayd, | will make relation thereobwmiu to
morrow: But | pray you tell me, what meaneth th8sevitors that follow you, and these rods or veftjes/hich
they beare, and this habit which you wear like untdagistrate, verily | thinke you have obtainediyown desire,
whereof | am right glad. Then answered Pithiagdrb the office of the Clerke of the market, aratftre if you
will have any pittance for your supper speake awil purvey it for you. Then | thanked him heaytiand sayd |
had brought meat sufficient already. But Pithiagwhee espied my basket wherein my fish was, tace
shaked it, and demanded of me what | payd for glBprots. In faith (quoth I) | could scarse infotbe fishmonger
to sell them for twenty pence. Which when he hehedprought me backe again into the market, andistjof me
of whom | bought them. | shewed him the old manchtgate in a corner, whome by and by, by reasdisadffice
hee did greatly blamjg] , and sayd, Is it thus that you serve and haridd@gers, and specially our friends?
Wherefore sell you this fish so deare, which iswotth a halfepenny? Now perceive | well, that yoa an
occasion to make this place, which is the printigiay of all Thessaly, to be forsaken of all mand to reduce it
into an unhabitable Desart, by reasone of yourssige prices of victuals, but assure your self¢ yba shall know
what myne office is, and how | ought to punish sastoffend. Then he tooke my basket and cast$heofi the
ground, and commanded one of his Sergeants to tinead under his feet. This done he perswaded mdegart,
and sayd that that [sic] onely shame and reproank dnto the old Caitife did suffice him. So | wemtay all
amazed and astonied, towards the Baines, congigeiih my selfe and devising of the grace of my pamion
Pithias. Where when | had well washed and refresigtody, | returned againe to Milos house, botthauit
money and meat, and so got into my chamber. Thew ¢@tis immediately unto mee, and said that hestena
desired me to come to supper. But | not ignoraMlitds abstinence, prayed that | might be pardoséede |
thought best to ease my wearied bones rather lei#pes and quietnesse, than with meat. When Fadi$dtd this to
Milo, he came himselfe and tooke mee by the hamd vehile | did modestly excuse my selfe, | will fgtioth he)
depart from this place, untill such time as youlldgip@e with me: and to confirme the same, hee bdisdvords
with an oath, whereby he enforced me to follow hamg so he brought me into his chamber, where dieehim
downe upon the bed, and demaunded of mee howiéglfDemeas did, his wife, and children, and alfamily:
and | made him answer to every question, spedigé/enquired the causes of my peregrination amdltravhich
when | had declared, he yet busily demanded o$tidte of my Countrey, and of the chiefe magistritese, and
principally of our Lievtenant and Viceroy; who whka perceived that | was not only wearied by trabeit also
with talke, and that | fell asleep in the midsinoyf tale, and further that | spake nothing directlyadvisedly, he
suffered me to depart to my chamber. So scapetehgth from the pratling and hungry supper of thisk old
man, and beeing compelled by sleepe, and not by wec having supped only with talke, | returnetd imy
chamber, and there betooke me to my quiet anddesged rest.

THE SECOND BOOKE




THE EIGHTH CHAPTER

How Apuleius fortuned to meet with his Cousin Bgnéd

As soone as night was passed, and the day beganing, | fortuned to awake, and rose out of my agthalfe
amazed, and very desirous to know and see sometoary and strange things, remembring with my siiée |
was in the middle part of all Thessaly, whereashieycommon report of all the World, the Sorceried a
Inchauntments are most used, | oftentimes repesitadny self the tale of my companion Aristomenaosdhing
the matter of this City, and being mooved by grkessiire, | viewed the whole scituation thereof, mitwas there
any thing which | saw there, that | did beleeviéahe same which it was indeed, but every thiegnsel unto me
to be transformed and altered into other shape#)dowicked power of Sorcerie and Inchantment,rimsch that |
thought the stones which | found were indurate, tanged from men into that figure, and that thel®iwhich |
heard chirping, and the trees without the wallthefcity, and the running waters, were changed fmen into such
kinde of likenesses. And further | thought the &at Images, and Walls could goe, and the Oxerted brute
beasts, could speake and tell strange newes, ahthrtinediately | should see and heare some Or&desthe
heavens, and from the gleed of the Sun. Thus lastanied or rather dismayed and vexed with ddsi@yving no
certaine place whither | intended to go, | wentrirstreet to street, and at length (as | curioualked on every
thing) | fortuned unwares to come into the markate, whereas | espied a certaine woman, accontpaiiie a
great many servants, towards whom | drew nigh,é@aed her garments beset with gold and pretiomsestin
such sort that she seemed to be some noble matndrthere was an old man which followed her, whe@en as
he had espied me, said to himselfe, Verily thisusius, and then he came and embraced me, anddoyyelne went
unto his mistresse and whispered in her eare, am# ¢0 mee againe saying, How is it Lucius thatwilnot
salute your deere Cousin and singular friend? Torwhanswered, Sir | dare not be so bold as to aakgiaintance
of an unknowne woman.
Howbeit as halfe ashamed | drew towards her, aad sfturned her selfe, and sayd, Behold how hentde¢h the
very same grace as his mother Salvia doth, behsldduntenance and stature, agreeing thereto mEamnt,
behold his comely state, his fine slendernesseyéimilion colour, his haire yellow by nature, lgisay and quicke
eyes like to the Eagle, and his trim and comelg gahich do sufficiently prove him to be the natuchilde of
Salvia. And moreover she sayd, O Lucius, | haveisbad thee with myne owne proggr hand: and why not? For
I am not onely of kindred unto thy mother by blobdt also by nourice, for wee both descended ofitleeof
Plutarch, lay in one belly, sucked the same [dpsand were brought up together in one house. Arntidr there is
no other difference beetweene us two, but thatsshearried more honourably than I: | am the sametiana
whom you have often heard named amongst your fsi@bthome: wherfore | pray you to take so muchgpamto
come with me to my house, and use it as your ohethose words | was partly abashed and sayd, Guad
Cosin that | should forsake myne Host Milo withanly reasonable cause; but verily | will, as oftert have
occasion to passe by your house, come and see twwaoe. And while we went talking thus together|itthe and
little wee came to her house, and behold the gdthe same were very beautifully set with pillgtsadrangle wise,
on the top wherof were placed carved statues andés) but principally the Goddesse of Victory watively and
with such excellencie portrayed and set forth, yloat would verily have thought that she had flyaag hovered
with her wings hither and thither. On the contrpayt, the Image of the goddesse Diana was wrouaghhite
marble, which was a marvellous sight to see, feesteemed as though the winde did blow up her gasmend
that she did encounter with them that came intchthese. On each side of her were Dogs made of Stwate
seemed to menace with their fiery eyes, their pdckares, their bended nosethrils, and their grintgeth, in such
sort that you would have thought they had bayedbankled. And moreover (which was a greater mawékhold)
the excellent carver and devised of this workefaatlioned the Dogs to stand up fiercely with tii@imer feet, and
their hinder feet on the ground ready to fight. Bdk the backe of the goddesse was carved a stanariner of a
Caverne, environed with mosse, hearbes, leavagssgreen branches and bowes, growing in and ahegame,
insomuch that within the stone it glistered andnghmarvellously, under the brim of the stone haraggales and
grapes carved finely, wherein Art envying Natufeevsed her great cunning. For they were so livelysg that
you would have thought if Summer had been come, tight have bin pulled and eaten; and while | eblige
running water, which seemed to spring and leap utingdefeet of the goddesse, | marked the grapeshafanged in
the water, which were like in every point to thagpgs of the vine, and seemed to move and stirtkebyiolence of
the streame. Moreover, amongst the branches dttime appeared the image of Acteon: and how thetdD{which
was carved within the same stone, standing in titenvbecause he did see her naked, did turnerttagran Hart,
and so he was torne and slaine of his owne hodsraswhile | was greatly delighted with the viewtbese things,



Byrrhena spake to me and sayd, Cousin all things e at your commandement. And therewithall shiedvi
secretly the residue to depart: who being gonesald, My most deare Cousin Lucius, | swear bydbiddesse
Diana, that | doe greatly tender your safety, amdcaa carefull for you as if you were myne owne radthilde,
beware | say, beware of the evil arts and wick&d@mnents of that Pamphiles who is the wife of Middhom you
call your Host, for she is accounted the most eh#gafd principall Magitian and Enchantresse livingo by
breathing out certain words and charmes over bosteses, and other frivolous things, can throw dalithe
powers of the heavens in to the deepe bottomellpfamel reduce all the whole world againe to thet @haos. For
as soone as shee espieth any comely yong manissfoetwith stricken with his love, and presergbtteth her
whole minde and affection on him. She soweth hed s flattery, she invades his spirit and intatigl@m with
continuall snares of unmeasurable love.

And then if any accord not to her filthy desire jffdhey seeme loathsome in her eye, by and blgegmtoment of an
houre she either turneth them into stones, sheeqmroe other beast, as her selfe pleaseth, and Semaresently
slayeth, and murthereth, of whom | would you shaddhestly beware. For she burneth continually,yandby
reason of your tender age and comely beauty amhéapf her fire and love.

Thus with great care Byrrhena gave me in chargel, {that alwayes coveted and desired, after tiad heard talk
of such Sorceries and Witchcrafts, to be experigmtehe same) little esteemed to beware of PampHhilut
willingly determined to bestow my money in learniofgthe art, and now wholly to become a Witch. Asadl
waxed joyful, and wringing my selfe out of her caan, as out of linkes or chaines, | bade her falleesed
departed toward the house of myne host Milo, bywhg reasoning thus with my selfe: O Lucius nowethked, be
vigilant, have a good care, for now thou hast tand place to satisfie thy desire, now shake offcthiidishnesse,
and shew thy selfe a man, but especially tempeseife from the love of thyne hostesse, and ab#taim violation
of the bed of Milo, but hardly attempt to winne thaiden Fotis, for she is beautifull, wanton, afehpant in talke.
And soone when thou goest to sleepe, and whentshegeth thee gently into thy chamber, and tenderfgth thee
downe in thy bed, and lovingly covereth thee, aisddth thee sweetly, and departeth unwillingly, easteth her
eyes oftentimes backe, and stands still, thenthaata good occasion ministred unto thee to pronetey the
minde of Fotis. Thus while | reasoned with my sé¢léame to Milos doore, persevering still in my pose, but |
found neither Milo nor his wife at home.

THE NINTH CHAPTER

How Apuleius fell in love with Fotis.

When | was within the house | found my deare andeiMove Fotis mincing of meat and making pottgpéor her
master and mistresse, the Cupboord was all setwiiithes, and | thought | smelled the savor of soaiatg meats:
she had about her middle a white and clean aprahshee was girded about her body under the papsawi
swathell of red silke, and she stirred the pottamnded the meat with her faire and white handspich sort that
with stirring and turning the same her loynes aipad did likewise move and shake, which was in mgdra
comely sight to see.
These things when | saw | was halfe amazed, armdi stwsing with my selfe, and my courage came tlpemunee,
which before was scant. And | spake unto Fotis ityeand sayd, O Fotis how trimmely you can stitie pot, and
how finely, with shaking your buttockes, you cankegottage. O happy and twice happy is hee to wjmungive
leave and licence but to touch you there. Then bketng likewise merrily disposed, made answer diidpsay,
Miser from me, depart from my fire, for if the flanthereof doe never so little blaze forth it wilirhe thee
extreamely, and none can extinguish the heatedhbtg | alone, who in stirring the pot and makthg bed can so
finely shake my selfe. When she had sayd thesesnsird cast her eyes upon mee and laughed, buhbtdepart
from thence until such time as | had viewed heniary point. But what should | speake to othersgmwés | doe
accustome abroad to marke and view the face amnd bbévery dame, and afterwards delight my séléedwith
privately at home, and thereby judge the residuéeif shape, because the face is the principallgall the body,
and is first open to our eyes. And whatsoever f&hing and gorgeous apparell doth worke and sé#t farthe
corporal parts of a woman, the same doth the rihaimd comely beauty set out in the face. Moredkere be
divers, that to the intent to shew their grace faadiure, wil cast off their partlef§ , collars, habilimentg] ,
fronts, cornets and krippiri§ , and doe more delight to shew the fairenesskedf skinne, than to decke
themselves up in gold and pretious stones. Butusech is a crime unto me to say so, and to givexample
thereof, know yee, that if you spoyle and cut b# haire of any woman, or deprive her of the cotdfiurer face,
though shee were accompanied with the Graces, thsluge were girded with her beautifull skarfe o¥é.cand



though shee smelled of perfumes and musks, ybe# appeared bald, shee could in no wise pleasetriter
owne Vulcanus.

O how well doth a faire colour and a shining fageea with glittering hair! Behold, it encountretlitmthe beams
of the Sunne, and pleaseth the eye marvellousine8mes the beauty of the haire resembleth thaucabgold
and honey, sometimes the blew plumes and azurétefsaabout the neckes of Doves, especially whisreither
anointed with the gumme of Arabia, or trimmely tottt with the teeth of a fine combe, which if ittyed up in the
pole[*] of the necke, it seemeth to the lover that behbltiee same, as a glasse that yeeldeth forth a pheasant
and gracious comelinesse than if it should be sgaabroad on the shoulders of the woman, or hange&o
scattering behind. Finally there is such a digmitthe haire, that whatsoever shee be, though smeter so
bravely attyred with gold, silkes, pretious storey] other rich and gorgeous ornaments, yet ihagrbe not
curiously set forth shee cannot seeme faire. Batyr-otis, her garments unbr&§tand unlast§] increased her
beauty, her haire hanged about her shoulders, asdlispersed abroad upon her partlet, and in g@atyf her
necke, howbeit the greater part was trussed upopdie with a lace. Then | unable to sustaine tindlihg heate
that | was in, ran upon her and kissed the placerevbhe had thus laid her haire. Wherat she tureethce, and
cast her rolling eyes upon me, saying O Scholten)thast tasted now both hony and gall, take Hestdhy
pleasure do not turn into repentance. Tush (qyathylsweet heart, | am contented for such anotissrtk be
broiled here upon this fire, wherwithall | embra@edl kissed her more often, and shee embracedissetikne
likewise, and moreover her breath smelled like @man, and the liquor of her tongue was like unteetviNectar,
wherewith when my mind was greatly delighted | s&ehold Fotis | am yours, and shall presently diykesse you
take pitty upon me. Which when | had said she efisckissed me, and bid me be of good courage, aiiti(fjuoth
shee) satisfie your whole desire, and it shalldénger delayed than until night, when as assate gelfe | will
come and lie with you: wherfore go your wayes areppre your selfe, for | intend valiantly and caioasly to
encounter with you this night. Thus when we hadngly talked and reasoned together, we departeth&drtime.

THE TENTH CHAPTER

How Byrrhena sent victuals unto Apuleius, and hew talked with Milo of Diophanes, and how he lay
with Fotis.

When noone was come, Byrrhena sent unto me adgePiive hennes, and a flagon of old wine. Thealled Fotis
and sayd, Behold how Bacchus the egger and stifiéenery, doth offer himself of his owne accowt, Uis
therefore drink up this wine, that we may prepareselves and get us courage against soone, farsviganteth no
other provision than this, that the Lampe may béhal night replenished with oyle, and the cupsiwitne. The
residue of the day | passed away at the Bainsrabdnquetting, and towards evening | went to sygdpet was bid
by Milo, and so | sate downe at the table, outarhphiles sight as much as | could, being mindfithe

commandement of Byrrhena, and sometimes | wouldrogse eyes upon her as upon the furies of hell, bu
eftsoones turning my face behinde me, and beholdiyndgotis ministring at the table, was again rdfezsand made
merry. And behold when Pamphiles did see the castdleding on the table, she said, Verily wee dimle much
raine to morrow. Which when her husband did hda@ejemanded of her by what reason she knew it? {daigth
she) the light on the table sheweth the same. TiteldMighed and said, Verily we nourish a Sybelphesier,
which by the view of a candle doth divine of Ceilsthings, and of the Sunne it selfe. Then | nilsemy minde
and sayd unto Milo, Of truth it is a good experieand proofe of divination. Neither is it any mdkvier although
this light is but a small light, and made by thedsof men, yet hath it a remembrance of that greatheavenly
light, as of his parent, and doth shew unto us wiilhhappen in the Skies above. For | knew at @ria certaine
man of Assyria, who would give answers in everyt pathe City, and for the gaine of money would &slery man
his fortune, to some he would tel the dayes of thrairriages, to others hee would tell when theykhbuild, that
their edifices should continue. To others, whety tteould go by sea or land: to me, purposing te tal journay
hither, he declared many things strange and vari&tdr sometimes hee sayd that | should winne gloough,
sometimes he sayd that | should devise an incrediale: and sometimes that | should make Bookesrgéh Milo
laughed againe, and enquired of me, of what stafisenan of Assyria was, and what he was namefitim
(quoth 1) he is a tall man and somewhat blacke,eadis called Diophanes. Then sayd Milo, the sarhe and no
other, who semblably hath declared many things tete us, whereby hee got and obtained great sulestnd
Treasure.
But the poore miser fell at length into the hanflsrpittifull and cruell fortune: For beeing on aydamongst a
great assembly of people, to tell the simple dwirtfortune, a certaine Cobler came unto him,@eglred him to
tel when it should be best for him to take his \ggjathe which hee promised to do: the Cobler opaisedurse and



told a hundred pence to pay him for his paines. \ly@on came a certaine young gentleman and toakghBnes
by the Garment. Then he turning himselfe, embracebkissed him, and desired the Gentleman, whowaof
his acquaintance, to sit downe by him: and Diopkd®ng astonied with this sudden change, forgat\b was
doing, and sayd, O deare friend you are heartilgavee, | pray you when arrived you into these afitken
answered he, | will tell you soone, but brotherdypyou tell mee of your comming from the Isle aft6ea, and
how you sped by the way? Whereunto Diophanes titahfe Assyrian (not yet come unto his minde, lait h
amased) soone answered and sayd, | would to Godltlmur enemies and evill willers might fall inte like
dangerous peregrination and trouble. For the shigrevwe were in, after it was tossed hither artti¢hj in great
peril, and after that the mast and stern brakenige in pieces, could in no wise be brought to shbut sunk into
the water, and so we did swim, and hardly escapéahtl. And after that, whatsoever was given ustou
recompense of our losses, either by the pittyrafsfers, or by the benevolence of our friends, taisn away from
us by theeves, whose violence when my brother Atisudid assay to resist, hee was cruelly murthieyetiem
before my face. These things when he had sadladet|the Cobler tooke up his money againe whichaoktold
out to pay for the telling of his fortune, and mmay. Then Diophanes comming to himselfe perceivieat he had
done, and we all that stood by laughed greatly.tBait (quoth Milo) which Diophanes did tell untouwbucius, that
you should be happy and have a prosperous jouweas/only true. Thus Milo reasoned with me. But bwat a
little sorry that | had traind him into such a vaiof talke, that | lost a good part of the nigimigl &he sweete pleasure
therof: but at length | boldly said to Milo, Let@ihanes fare well with his evil fortune, and gediag that which he
lost by sea and land, for | verily do yet feel tiearinesse of my travell, whereof | pray you pardae, and give
me licence to depart to bed: wherewithall | roseng went unto my chamber, where | found all thifigsly
prepared, and the childrens bed (because theydhotiheare what we did in the night) was remowedff
without the chamber doore. The table was all caverigh those meats that were left at supper, thps evere filled
halfe full with water, to temper and delgy the wine, the flaggon stood ready prepared, aeckttacked nothing
that was necessary for the preparation of Venusd. wmen | was entring into the bed, behold my Fatiso had
brought her mistresse to bed) came in and gaveosgs rand floures which she had in her apron, ame she
threw about the bed, and kissed mee sweetly, addhtparland about my head, and bespred the chavithethe
residue. Which when shee had done, shee tooke ef aipe and delaied it with hot water, and proéeieme to
drinke; and before | had drunk off all she pullefitam my mouth, and then gave it me againe, antisimanner
we emptied the pot twice or thrice together. Thiiemvl had well replenished my self with wine, araswmow
ready unto Venery not onely in mind but also inyaddemoved my cloathes, and shewing to Fotis neag
impatiencie | sayd, O my sweet heart take pittyrupe and helpe me, for as you see | am now preparedhe
battell, which you your selfe did appoint: for afteat | felt the first Arrow of cruell Cupid withimy breast, | bent
my bow very strong, and now feare (because it beésdehard) lest my string should breake: but thati tmayst the
better please me, undresse thy haire and comenalnichee mee lovingly: whereupon she made no lonaydbelt
set aside all the meat and wine, and then she anelfgrl her selfe, and unattyred her haire, presgher amiable
body unto me in manner of faire Venus, when shethgonder the waves of the sea. Now (quoth shemnie the
houre of justing, now is come the time of warregvgiore shew thy selfe like unto a man, for | widk retyre, | will
not fly the field, see then thou bee valiant, $eritbe couragious, since there is no time appointexh our
skirmish shall cease. In saying these words she ¢ame to bed, and embraced me sweetly, and spagsed all
the night in pastime and pleasure, and never gpéltit was day: but wee would eftsoones refregshwearinesse,
and provoke our pleasure, and renew our veneryibiidg of wine. In which sort we pleasantly pass&thy many
other nights following.

THE ELEVENTH CHAPTER

How Apuleius supped with Byrrhena, and what a gteatale Bellephoron told at the table.

It fortuned on a day, that Byrrhena desired meestiynto suppe with her; and shee would in no wage any
excusation. Whereupon | went unto Fotis, to askmsell of her as some Divine, who although she wvasilling
that | should depart one foot from her company agééngth shee gave me license to bee absenwibil@, saying,
Beware that you tarry not long at supper therettere is a rabblement of common Barrettors anidtisrs of the
publique peace, that rove about in the streetsramther all such as they may take, neither camlemjustice
redresse them in any case. And they will the soseteupon you, by reason of your comelinesse adddity, in
that you are not afeard at any time to walke instneets.



Then | answered and sayd, Have no care of me Fotisesteeme the pleasure which | have with thbeye the
dainty meates that | eat abroad, and therefordl Feturne againe quickly. Neverthelesse | mindetaa@ome
without company, for | have here my sword, wherlmppe to defend my selfe.

And so in this sort | went to supper, and behdtalihd at Byrrhena's house a great company of strangnd of the
chiefe and principall of the city: the beds mad€ifon and Ivory, were richly adorned and sprethwioath of
gold, the Cups were garnished pretiously, and thvere divers other things of sundry fashion, butkef estimation
and price: here stood a glasse gorgeously wrotlgie stood another of Christall finely paintedefiéghstood a cup
of glittering silver, and here stood another ohgtng gold, and here was another of amber artificiedrved and
made with pretious stones. Finally, there washafigs that might be desired: the Servitors waitetkdy at the
table in rich apparell, the pages arayed in sithees, did fill great gemmes and pearles made mdarf Cups, with
excellent wine. Then one brought in Candles anaf&s, and when we were set downe and placed in wale
began to talke, to laugh, and to be merry. And IBgma spake unto me and sayd, | pray you Cousindikewou
our countrey? Verily | thinke there is no othenGithich hath the like Temples, Baynes, and othenroodities
which we have here. Further we have abundancewsfttodd stuffe, we have pleasure, we have easeyhed the
Roman merchants arrive in this City they are geatigt quietly entertained, and all that dwell witttiis province
(when they purpose to solace and repose themselgez)me to this city. Whereunto | answered, Vedjyoth I)
you tell truth, for | can finde no place in all therld which | like better than this, but | greafbare the blind
inevitable trenches of witches, for they say thatdead bodies are digged out of their gravesttabones of them
that are burnt be stollen away, and the toes amygffs of such as are slaine be cut off, and a#lct torment such
as live. And the old Witches as soone as they h&fatee death of any person, do forthwith goe amcbwer the
hearse and spoyle the corpse, to worke their irtaeemts. Then another sitting at the table spakesapd, In faith
you say true, neither yet do they spare or faveditting. For | know one not farre hence that waselly handled
by them, who being not contented with cutting off imose, did likewise cut off his ears, whereattal people
laughed heartily, and looked upon one that satieeglboords end, who being amased at their gazimhsamewhat
angry withall, would have risen from the Table, mad Byrrhena spake unto him and sayd, | pray ftieed
Bellepheron sit still, and according to thy accustd curtesie declare unto us the losse of thy andeeares, to the
end that my cousin Lucius may be delighted withgleasantnes of the tale. To whom he answered, Maoa in
the office of your bounty shall prevaile heereint the insolencie of some is not to be supportéis fiee spake
very angerly: But Byrrhena was earnest upon hird,assured him hee should have no wrong at any hreamhs
Whereby he was inforced to declare the same, afapping up the end of the Table cloath and caxqmther, hee
leaned with his elbow thereon, and held out thedHorefingers of his right hand in manner of aat@r, and sayd,
When | was a young man | went unto a certaineaatied Milet, to see the games and triumphs thareed
Olympia, and being desirous to come into this fasnoovince, after that | had travelled over all 33y, |
fortuned in an evill houre to come to the City Isad, where while | went up and down to view theettr to seeke
some reliefe for my poore estate (for | had spémhg money) | espied a tall old man standing upcstone in the
middest of the market place, crying with a loudceoand saying, That if any man would watch a deagscthat
night hee should bee reasonably rewarded for limepaWhich when | heard, | sayd to one that pabgetlvhat is
here to doe? Doe dead men use to run away in thist@y? Then answered he, Hold your peace, folayeuut a
Babe and a stranger here, and not without causearngignorant how you are in Thessaly, where thmero
Witches do bite off by morsels the flesh of theefaof dead men, and thereby worke their sorcenés a
inchantments. Then quoth I, In good fellowship te# the order of this custody and how it is. Mggyoth he) first
you must watch all the night, with your eyes bemitmually upon the Corps, never looking off, nasvimg aside.
For these Witches doe turn themselves into sunididels of beasts, whereby they deceive the eyel mka,
sometimes they are transformed into birds, sometinte Dogs and Mice, and sometimes into flies. dboer, they
will charme the keepers of the corps asleepe, eredhan it be declared what meanes and shifts thieked women
do use, to bring their purpose to passe: and thartefor such dangerous watching is no more tharefor sixe
shillings. But hearken further (which | had welghiforgotten) if the keeper of the dead body ddereder on the
morning following, the corps whole and sound asdueived the same, he shall be punished in thisTFoat is, if
the corps bee diminished or spoyled in any pahi®face, hands or toes, the same shall be dingdiahd spoyled
in the keeper. Which when | heard | tooke a goatthand went unto the Crier and bid him ceasel, ¥eould take
the matter in hand, and so | demanded what | shHwaNg. Marry (quoth hee) a thousand pence: but leelsay
young man, that you do wel defend the dead cogm the wicked witches, for hee was the son of dribeo
chiefest of the city. Tush (sayd I) you speake gannot tell what, behold | am a man made all af,iemd have
never desire to sleepe and am more quicke of gigint Lynx or Argus. | had scarse spoken these warlden he
tooke me by the hand and brought mee to a certainse, the gate whereof was closed fast, so thant through
the wicket, then he brought me into a chamber sdmaédarke, and shewed me a Matron cloathed in nagirn



vesture, and weeping in lamentable wise. And h&espato her and said, Behold here is one thatentérprise to
watch the corpes of your husband this night. Whitlen she heard she turned her blubbered face abwtte
haire unto me, saying, | pray you young man takeddweed, and see well to your office. Have no ¢gueth ) so
you will give mee any thing above that which is dode given. Wherewith shee was contented, amighe arose
and brought me into a chamber whereas the corpolared with white sheets, and shee called seteesses,
before whom she shewed the dead body, and evergmduparcell thereof, and with weeping eyes ddgliem all
to testifie the matter. Which done, shee sayd thasds of course as follow: Behold, his nose is hbis eyes
safe, his eares without scarre, his lips untouctrd,his chin sound: All which was written and wbite tables, and
subscribed with the hands of witnesses to confitmeesame. Which done | sayd unto the Matron, Mabpray

you that | may have all things here necessary. Wéhhtat? (quoth she). Marry (quoth ) a great lamijith oyle,
pots of wine, and water to delay the same, and saher drinke and dainty dish that was left at ipfphen she
shaked her head and sayd, Away foole as tholuharkest thou to play the glutton here, and to lofakedainty
meats where so long time hath not been seene sat@® Commest thou hither to eat, where we shaelelpe and
lament? And therewithall she turned backe, and canttad her maiden Myrrhena to deliver me a lample ayjte,
which when shee had done they closed the chamioee dmd departed. Now when | was alone, | rubbegemy
eyes, and armed my selfe to keep the corpes, ahe fatent | would not sleepe, | began to singl sm | passed the
time till it was midnight, when as behold thereptrim a Wesel into the chamber, and she came agamsand put
me in very great feare, insomuch that | marvellezhtly at the audacity of so little a beast. To mHosayd, Get
thee hence thou whore and high thee to thy fellpless thou feele my fingers. Why wilt thou not gbtten
incontinently[*] she ranne away, and when she was gon, | fell@grbund so fast asleepe, that Apollo himself
could not discerne whether of us two was the deapssc for | lay prostrat as one without life, arebded a keeper
likewise. At length the cockes began to crow, déatpthat it was day: wherewithall | awaked, anthbegreatly
afeard ran to the dead body with the lamp in mydhand | viewed him round about: and immediatelypean the
Matron, weeping with her Witnesses, and ran tactires, and eftsoons kissing him, turned his bodlfaand no
part diminished. Then she willed Philodespotusdteward to pay me my wages forthwith. Which whermae
done he sayd, We thanke you gentle young man far yaines and verily for your diligence herein wdkaccount
you as one of the family. Whereunto | (being joyofisny unhoped gaine, and ratling my money in myd)adid
answer, | pray you Madam esteeme me as one ofSewants, and if you want my service at any tinamlat your
commandement. | had not fully declared these wantien as behold all the servants of the house asgembled
with weapons to drive me away, one buffeted me atheuface, another about the shoulders, someksineoin the
sides, some kicked me, and some tare my garmeritsal was handled amongst them and driven frenittuse,
as the proud young man Adonis who was torne byra.Band when | was come into the next street, ledusith
my selfe, and remembered myne unwise and unadwseds which | had spoken, whereby | consideredIthad
deserved much more punishment, and that | was ikobtdaten for my folly. And by and by the corpsreaforth,
which because it was the body of one of the ctoétbe city, was carried in funeral pompe roundwtibe market
place, according to the right of the Countrey thémd forthwith stepped out an old man weeping @ndenting,
and ranne unto the Biere and embraced it, anddeiéipe sighes and sobs cried out in this sort, @emapray you
by the faith which you professe, and by the dutyclyou owe unto the weale publigiie , take pitty and mercy
upon this dead corps, who is miserably murdered dm@ vengeance on this wicked and cursed womanites
which hath committed this fact: for it is shee aodother which hath poysoned her husband my sisterse, to the
intent to maintaine her whoredome, and to get éigdge. In this sort the old man complained bethesface of all
people. Then they (astonied at these sayings, eralise the thing seemed to be true) cried out,eBuen burne
her, and they sought for stones to throw at het veitled the boys in the street to doe the samé.sBae weeping in
lamentable wise, did sweare by all the gods, thaé svas not culpable of this crime. No quoth tlieroén, here is
one sent by the providence of God to try out thtengeven Zachlas an Egypptian, who is the mastjmall
Prophecier in all this countrey, and who was hwécthe for money to reduce the soule of this mamfrell, and to
revive his body for the triall hereof. And thereldtl he brought forth a certaine young man cloaihdihnen
rayment, having on his feet a paire of pantofites and his crowne shaven, who kissed his hand&aeeks,
saying, O priest have mercy, have mercy | pray thethe Celestiall Planets, by the Powers infertglithe vertue
of the naturall elements, by the silences of tlghtyiby the buildings of the Swallows nigh unto tbene Copton,
by the increase of the floud Nilus, by the secrgsteries of Memphis, and by the instruments anepets of the
Isle Pharos, have mercy | say, and call againigetdhlis dead body, and make that his eyes whictidsed and
shut, may be open and see. Howbeit we meane istiive against the law of death, neither intend teegeprive
the earth of his right, but to the end this facyrbha knowne, we crave but a small time and spadiéoiVhereat
this Prophet was mooved, and tooke a certaine lzrtddayd it three times upon the mouth of the daad he took
another and laid it and laid it upon his breagdikia sort. Thus when hee had done hee turned hienseb the East,



and made certaine Orisons unto the Sunne, whictedaall the people to marvell greatly, and to lofukehis
strange miracle that should happen. Then | pressaohongst them nigh unto the biere, and got upstoae to see
this mysterie, and behold incontinently the deadyldmegan to receive spirit, his principall veinéd shoove, his
life came again, and he held up his head and dpakés sort: Why doe you call me backe againéis transitorie
life, that have already tasted of the water of betind likewise beene in the deadly den of Sty>é@/eeff | pray,
leave off, and let me lie in quiet rest. When theseds were uttered by the dead corps, the Prapieet nigh unto
the Biere and sayd, | charge thee to tell befoeddbe of all the people here, the occasion ofitgth: What, dost
thou thinke that | cannot by my conjurations calltbe dead, and by my puissaifgetorment thy body? Then the
corps moved his head again, and made reverencehenpople, and sayd, Verily | was poysoned byntkanes of
my wicked wife, and so thereby yeelded my bed amadulterer. Whereat his wife taking present aityjeend
reproving his sayings, with a cursed minde did denyhe people were bent against her sundry wa@sge
thought best that shee should bee buried alive éthhusband: but some said that there ought mtit ¢oebe given
to a dead body. Which opinion was cleane taken almsathe words which the corps spoke againe and, say
Behold, | will give you some evident token, whiokver yet any other man knew, whereby you shallgyeecthat |
declare the truth: and by and by he pointed towarelshat stood on the stone, and sayd, When thigabd Gard
of my body watched me diligently in the night, ahdt the wicked Witches and Enchantresses camehiato
chamber to spoyle mee of my limbes, and to briradp sheir purpose to passe did transforme themseéitteshe
shape of beasts; and when as they could in nodeiceive or beguile his vigilant eyes, they cast imim so dead
and sound a sleepe, that by their witchcraft hensglewithout spirit or life. After this they callede by my name,
and did never cease til as the cold members ofady began by little and little and little to revivEhen he being
of more lively soule, howbeit buried in sleepethat he and | were named by one name, and becaugeelv not
that they called me, rose up first, and as oneawitlsence or perseverance passed by the dorddssticunto a
certain hole, whereas the Witches cut off firstriiase, and then his ears, and so that was donmtalhich was
appointed to be done to me. And that such theitilgybmight not be perceived, they made him a Igare of eares
and nose of wax: wherfore you may see that thegooaser for lucre of a little mony sustained logshis
members. Which when he had sayd | was greatly Estpand minding to prove whether his words weune tr no,
put my hand to my nose, and my nose fell off, amdnpy hand to my ears and my ears fell off. Whalithe
people wondred greatly, and laughed me to scoud: liieeing strucken in a cold sweat, crept betwhem legs for
shame and escaped away. So | disfigured returnee lagaine, and covered the losse of myne earawitlong
hair, and glewed this clo{ff to my face to hide my shame. As soon as Telephloadrtolde his tale, they which
sate at the table replenished with wine, laughedtiyy And while they drank one to another, Bymhespake to me
and said, From the first foundation of this city agve a custome to celebrate the festivall dah®fjod Risus, and
to-morrow is the feast when as | pray you to bessgnt, to set out the same more honourably, ariiéiwith all my
heart that you could find or devise somewhat ofrygalfe, that might be in honor of so great a gadwhom |
answered, Verily cousin | will do as you command ared right glad would | be, if | might invent alaughing or
merry matter to please or satisfie Risus withatlei | rose from the table and took leave of Byrehand departed.
And when | came into the first street my torch weut, that with great pain | could scarce get hobyereason it
was so dark, for fear of stumbling: and when | was$ nigh come unto the dore, behold | saw three afgreat
stature, heaving and lifting at Milo's gates toigetand when they saw me they were nothing afdartiassaied
with more force to breake down the dores, wheréby gave me occasion and not without cause, t@ehimat they
were strong theeves. Whereupon | by and by drewnyusword, which | carried for that purpose undgratoak,
and ran in amongst them, and wounded them in sarthihat they fell downe dead before my face. Tiwhen | had
slaine them all, | knocked sweating and breathirthexdoore til Fotis let me in. And then full wgavith the
slaughter of those Theeves, like Hercules wherohgltft against the king Gerion, | went to my chanset layd
me down to sleep.

THE THIRD BOOKE

THE TWELFTH CHAPTER

How Apuleius was taken and put in prison for murthe



When morning was come, and that | was awaked fteeps my heart burned sore with remembrance ofrtiin¢her
which | had committed the night before: and | rasd sate downe on the side of the bed with my kggeosse,
and wringing my hands, | weeped in most miserabte 5or | imagined with my selfe, that | was brbugefore

the Judge in the Judgement place, and that he ad/amhtence against me, and that the hangman adstreleade
me to the gallows. And further | imagined and saldsse what Judge is he that is so gentle or benitpat will

thinke that | am unguilty of the slaughter and rhartof these three men. Howbeit the Assyrian Diopkalid
firmely assure unto me, that my peregrination amyhge hither should be prosperous. But while Itdicgs unfold
my sorrowes, and greatly bewail my fortune, behdidard a great noyse and cry at the dore, andrireche
magistrates and Officers, who commanded two Setgeéatinde and leade me to prison. Whereunto | was
willingly obedient, and as they led me through shreet, all the City gathered together and followesj and
although | looked alwayes on the ground for vergrsl yet sometimes | cast my head aside, and medvgieatly
that among so many thousand people there was pdbutiaughed exceedingly. Finally, when they haxight me
through all the streets of the city, in mannerhafse that go in procession, and do sacrifice t@aii the ire of the
gods, they placed mee in the Judgement hall, béierseat of the Judges: and after that the Caigércommanded
all men to keepe silence, and people desired tthgedto give sentence in the great Theatre, bpmneafsthe great
multitude that was there, whereby they were in @amwq stifling. And behold the prease of people@ased stil,
some climed to the top of the house, some got tip@iheames, some upon the Images, and some theirshéads
through the windowes, little regarding the dandgkey were in, so they might see me.

Then the officers brought mee forth openly into tiddle of the hall, that every man might behold #ed after

that the Crier had made a noyse, and willed alhsscwould bring any evidence against me, shoutaeciorth,

there stept out an old man with a glasse of watérd hand, dropping out softly, who desired thest might have
liberty to speake during the time of the continaotthe water. Which when it was granted, he bédggoration in
this sort.

THE THIRTEENTH CHAPTER

How Apuleius was accused by an old man, and hovahgeered for himselfe.

O most reverend and just Judges, the thing whimirpose to declare unto you is no small matterfdutheth the
estate and tranquillity of this whole City, and thenishment thereof may be a right good examptghers.
Wherefore | pray you most venerable Fathers, tonwhad to every of whom it doth appertain, to previor the
dignity and safety of the Commonwedig, that you would in no wise suffer this wicked Hoitle, embrued with
the bloud of so many murthered citisens, to escapenished. And thinke you not that | am moved tete by
envy or hatred, but by reason of my office, in tham captain of the night Watch, and because no atise should
accuse mee to bee remisse in the same | wil degllaitee whole matter, orderly as it was done taght.

This night past, when as at our accustomed hodilegéntly searched every part of the city, Behalfrtuned to
espy this cruell young man drawing out his swordiagt three Citisens, and after a long combat feerghetweene
them, he murthered one after another miserablyclwivhen he had done, moved in his conscience gitest a
crime hee ran away, and aided by reason of darklipsinto a house, and there lay hidden all nigiat by the
providence of the Gods, which suffereth no heyraftence to passe unpunished, hee was taken bysustiining
before he escaped any further, and so broughtriisheour honourable presence to receive his desedrdingly.
So have you here a guilty person, a culpable hol®jcnd an accused stranger, wherefore pronouece ye
judgement against this man beeing an alien, whego@asvould most severely and sharpely revenge andffence
found in a known Citisen. In this sort the cruataser finished and ended his terrible tale. TherQrier
commanded me to speake, if | had any thing to saynk selfe, but | could in no wise utter any watdll for
weeping. And on the other side | esteemed not sthrhis rigorous accusation, as | did consider nowee
miserable conscience. Howbeit, beeing inspiredibye audacity, at length | gdfi say, Verily | know that it is an
hard thing for him that is accused to have sldimed persons, to perswade you that he is not imoakhough he
should declare the whole truth, and confesse thtemaow it was indeed, but if your honours willuahsafe to
give me audience, | will shew you, that if | beeademned to die, | have not deserved it as myne @®&sert, but
that | was mooved by fortune and reasonable cauded that fact. For returning somewhat late froppgr yester
night (beeing well tipled with wine, which | willat deny) and approaching nigh to my common lodgivitich was
in the house of one Milo a Citisen of this citypttuned to espy three great theeves attemptitgetak down his
walls and gates, and to open the locks to entekrid. when they had removed the dores out of thé&émahey
consulted amongst themselves, how they would handik as they found in the house. And one of theimgoof
more courage, and of greater stature than thespeste unto his fellows and sayd, Tush you ardbyes, take



mens hearts unto you, and let us enter into evantyqgb the house, and such as we finde aslees leitluand so by
that meanes we shall escape without danger. Wgiljudges, | confesse that | drew out my swordnagéhose
three Citizens, but | thought it was the office aludy of one that beareth good will to this wealblmue, so to doe,
especially since they put me in great fear, andyaskto rob and spoyle my friend Milo. But whengbderuell and
terrible men would in no case run away, nor feayenaked sword, but boldly resist against me, lupon them and
fought valiantly. One of them which was the Captaimvaded me strongly, and drew me by the hairk bdth his
hands, and began to beat me with a great stonén bthet end | proved the hardier man, and threw dhdnvne at my
feet and killed him. | tooke likewise the secondttblasped about my legs and bit me, and slew lém And the
third that came running violently against me, aftext | had strucken him under the stomacke feNmmdead. Thus
when | had delivered my selfe, the house, myneéjastd all his family from this present dangehdught that |
should not onely escape unpunished, but also lawe great reward of the city for my paines.

Moreover, | that have alwayes beene cleare andotitespof crime, and that have esteemed myne inmycainove
all the treasure of the world, can finde no reabtmaause why upon myne accusation | should beesandd to
die, since first | was mooved to set upon the thedwy just occasion. Secondly, because there & tham can
affirme, that there hath been at any time eithadge or hatred between us. Thirdly, we were menrengteangers
and of no acquaintance. Last of all, no man caoyeahat | committed that fact for lucre or gaine.

When | had ended my words in this sort, beholdeéped againe pitteously, and holding up my hamadayed all
the people by the mercy of the Commonweale, anthiotove of my poore infants and children, to simeg/some
pitty and favour. And when their hearts were sonmegwalented and mooved by my lamentable tearesdldcall

the gods to witnesse that | was unguilty of thenetiand so to their divine providence, | committ@dpresent
estate, but turning my selfe againe, | perceivatl @il the people laughed exceedingly, and espgaial good
friend and host Milo. Where is remorse of consa@hBehold, | am condemned to die as a murthenethéo
safegard of myne Host Milo and his Family. Yetésrot contented with that, but likewise laughethtascorne,
when otherwise he should comfort and helpe mee.

THE FOURTEENTH CHAPTER

How Apuleius was accused by two women, and howldiree bodies were found blowne bladders.

When this was done, out came a woman weeping imttidle of the Theatre arrayed in mourning vestang
bearing a childe in her armes. And after her camel&woman in ragged robes, crying and howlingwise: and
they brought with them the Olive boughs wherewlith three slain bodies were covered on the Beedegrgad out
in this manner: O right Judges, we pray you byjtiséce and humanity which is in you, to have maipgn these
slaine persons, and succour our Widowhood and lofsser deare husbands, and especially this podaat, who

is now an Orphan, and deprived of all good fortiarel execute your justice by order and law, uperbtbud of
this Theefe, who is the occasion of all our sormwi#¥hen they had spoken these words, one of theantient
Judges did rise and say, Touching this murtherchvblieserveth great punishment, this malefactordlfmmsannot
deny, but our duty is to enquire and try out, wketie had no Coadjutors to helpe him. For it islikety that one
man alone could kill three such great and vali@nspns, wherefore the truth must be tried out byréitke, and so
wee shall learne what other companions he hathr@sidut the nest of these mischievous murtherferd.there
was no long delay, for according unto the custofr@recia, the fire, the wheele, and many other ents were
brought in. Then my sorrow encreased or rather dollin that | could not end my life with whole andperished
members. And by and by the old woman, who troublethe Court with her howling, desired the Judgleat
before | should be tormented on the racke, | migitiover the bodies which | had slaine, that eveay might see
their comely shape and youthfull beauty, and thaight receive condigne and worthy punishment, ating to the
quality of my offence: and therewithall shee madsgae of joy. Then the Judge commanded me forthiwit
discover*] the bodies of the slain, lying upon the beerehwiyne owne hands: but when | refused a good space,
by reason | would not make my fact apparent tcethe of men, the Sergeants charged me by commamndifide

Judges, and thrust me forward to do the samenltibeng forced by necessity, though it were agamstil,
uncovered their bodies: but O good Lord what angjgasight did | see, what a monster? What suddangehof all
my sorrows? | seemed as though | were one of theehof Proserpina and of the family of death, insamthat |

could not sufficiently expresse the forme of thiswsight, so far was | amased and astonied tHeratthy, the
bodies of the three slain men were no bodies,Hyaetblown bladders mangled in divers places, heg $eemed to
be wounded in those parts where | remembred | weditide theeves the night before. Wherat the pdaptghed
exceedingly: some rejoyced marvellously at the mabrance thereof, some held their stomacks that aktbdoy,
but every man delighted at this passing sport,assgd out of the theatre. But | from the time thatcovered the



bodies stood stil as cold as ice, no otherwise #satie other Statues and images there, neither tarto my right
sences, until such time as Milo my Host came anleanee by the hand, and with civil violence leaalaway
weeping and sobbing, whether | would go or no. Aadause that | might be seene, he brought meeghnmany
blinde wayes and lanes to his house, where he almnit to comfort me, beeing sad and yet fearefith gentle
entreaty of talke. But he could in no wise mitigatg impatiency of the injury which | conceived wittmy minde.
And behold, by and by the Magistrates and Judgdstiweir ensignes entred into the house, and endeed to
pacifie mee in this sort, saying, O Lucius, we adgertised of your dignity, and know the genealadigour antient
linage, for the nobility of your Kinne doe posseise greatest part of all this Province: and thinkethat you have
suffered the thing wherfore you weepe, to any yeproach and ignominy, but put away all care amcbgpout of
your minde. For this day, which we celebrate ongeaxe in honour of the god Risus, is alwaies revemwvith
some solemne novel, and the god doth continuatigrapany with the inventor therof, and wil not suffeat he
should be sorrowfull, but pleasantly beare a jdyfade. And verily all the City for the grace thatin you, intend to
reward you with great honours, and to make youteoRaAnd further, that your statue or image maéeup for a
perpetuall remembrance.
To whom | answered, As for such benefits as | raceived of the famous City of Thessaly, | yeeld eender
most entire thanks, but as touching the settingfuany statues or Images, | would wish that theyusthbee
reserved for myne Auntients, and such as are morthwthan I.
And when | had spoken these words somewhat graaetyshewed my selfe more merry than | was befbee,
Judges and magistrates departed, and | reverayaktg iy leave of them, and bid them farewell. Artidid, by
and by there came one running unto me in hastesayd Sir, your cousin Byrrhena desireth you te tide paines
according to your promise yester night, to comsugper, for it is ready. But | greatly fearing twegany more to
her house in the night, said unto the messengefristyd | pray you tell to my cousine your mistresthat | would
willingly be at her commandement, but for breaking troth and credit. For myne host Milo enforced tmassure
him, and compelled me by the feast of this predagt that | should not depart from his company, efwe | pray
you to excuse me, and to defer my promise to andithe.
And while | was speaking these words, Milo tookebyehe hand, and lead me towards the next Baumebypthe
way | went couching under him, to hide my selfenirthe sight of men, because | had ministred suabcaasion of
laughter. And when | had washed and wiped my satid,returned home againe, | never remembred arhything,
so greatly was | abashed at the nodding and payofievery person. Then | went to supper with Mildnere God
wot [*] we fared but meanly. Wherefore feigning that maichdid ake by reason of my sobbing and weepinthell
day, | desired license to depart to my Chamber sanidwvent to bed.

THE FIFTEENTH CHAPTER

How Fotis told to Apuleius, what witchcraft her tresse did use.

When | was a bed | began to call to minde all trecsves and griefes that | was in the day befonéll guch time
as my love Fotis, having brought her mistressdetepe, came into the chamber, not as shee wastovdot for she
seemed nothing pleasant neither in countenanctalkey; but with sowre face and frowning looke, gaeake in
this sort, Verily | confesse that | have been tbeasion of all thy trouble this day, and therewsitiee pulled out a
whippe from under her apron, and delivered it unge saying, Revenge thy selfe of me mischievousthar
rather slay me.

And thinke you not that | did willingly procure thanguish and sorrow unto you, | call the godsitnesse. For |
had rather myne owne body to perish, than thatspmuld receive or sustaine any harme by my meaneshat
which | did was by the commandement of anothervaralight as | thought for some other, but behoéduthlucky
chance fortuned on you by my evill occasion.

Then I, very curious and desirous to know the masteswered, In faith (quoth I) this most pestiland evill
favoured whip which thou hast brought to scourgetWithal, shal first be broken in a thousand @Eetlean it
should touch or hurt thy delicate and dainty sBat | pray you tell me how have you been the caugkmean of
my trouble and sorrow? For | dare sweare by the that | beare unto you, and | will not be perswdadeough you
your selfe should endeavor the same, that evexwami to trouble or harm me: perhaps sometimes y@agined an
evil thought in your mind, which afterwards you o&ed, but that is not to bee deemed as a crime.

When | had spoken these words, | perceived by egts being wet with tears and well nigh closedhap shee had
a desire unto pleasure and specially because stigaeed and kissed me sweetly. And when she waswgbat
restored unto joy, she desired mee that shee iiighshut the chamber doore, least by the unteamuer of her
tongue, in uttering any unfitting words, there nigtow further inconvenience. Wherewithall she bdrand



propped the doore, and came to me againe, and eimprae lovingly about the necke with both her asnspake
with a soft voice and said, | doe greatly feardiszover the privitie§] of this house, and to utter the secret
mysteries of my dame. But | have such a confidémg®u and in your wisedome, by reason that youwcarae of so
noble a line, and endowed with so profound sapiese further instructed in so many holy and diimiags, that
you will faithfully keepe silence, and that whatgeel shall reveale or declare unto you, you wailtgse them
within the bottome of your heart, and never discdkie same: for | ensure you, the love that | beate you,
enforceth mee to utter it. Now shal you know adl &state of our house, now shal you know the hidéerets of
my mistres, unto whome the powers of hel do obeg,tzy whom the celestial planets are troubledgtigs made
weake, and the elements subdued, neither is thenge of her art in more strength and force, thaemshe espieth
some comly young man that pleaseth her fancieftastones it hapneth, for now she loveth one Boetidair and
beautiful person, on whom she employes al her spaned enchantment, and | heard her say with mine @ars
yester night, that if the Sun had not then pregegah downe, and the night come to miuister [sajvenient time
to worke her magicall enticements, she would havadht perpetuall darkness over all the world ledies And

you shall know, That when she saw yester nighs, Buetian sitting at the Barbers a polling, whea chme from
the Baines shee secretly commanded me to gather sbthe haire of his head which lay dispersed upen
ground, and to bring it home. Which when | had tiiltuto have done the Barber espied me, and byméba@s
bruited throughout all the City that we were Witstaand Enchantresses, he cried out and said, Wihgoer leave
off stealing of young mens haires? In faith | asstou, unlesse you cease your wicked Sorceriesl, ¢camplaine
to the Justices. Wherewithall he came angerly tdevame, and tooke away the haire which | had gatheng of my
apron: which grieved me very much; for | knew mysMeésses manners, that she would not be contentdxht
me cruelly.

Wherefore | intended to runne away, but the remami® of you put alwayes that thought out of my mjrahd so
| came homeward very sorrowfull: but because | Wwawdt seeme to come to my mistresse sight with eimghds, |
saw a man shearing of blowne goat skinnes, anbaie which he had shorne off was yellow, and nmaskmbled
the haire of the Beotian, [sic] and | tooke a gdedle therof, and colouring the matter, brougtd iny mistresse.
And so when night came, before your returne froppsu, she to bring her purpose to passe, went aghigh
Gallery of her house, opening to the East parhefworld, and preparing her selfe according todeeustomed
practise, shee gathered together all substandarfogations, she brought forth plates of mettaledrwith strange
characters, she prepared the bones of such agiveeveed by tempest in the seas, she made readyahers of
dead men, as the nosethrils and fingers, sheais#tolumps of flesh of such as were hanged, litvedbwhich she
had reserved of such as were slaine, and the jaasband teeth of wilde beasts, then she said merthiarmes over
the haire, and dipped it in divers waters, as il Wéter, Cow milke, mountaine honey, and otherdigWhich
when she had done, she tied and lapped it up teigethd with many perfumes and smells threw it artdot fire
to burn. Then by the great force of this Sorcexiel the violence of so many confections, thosedsodhose haire
was burning in the fire, received humane shapefeatceard, came and rapped at our doores il stEBoetius.
Then you being well tipled, and deceived by thecakisy of the night, drew out your sword couragiguie
furious Ajax, and killd not as he did, whole heafdeasts, but three blowne skinnes, to the irtteaitl after the
slaughter of so many enemies, without effusionlofith might embrace and kisse not an homicide, budtsicide

[ -

Thus when | was pleasantly mocked and taunted kig,Hsayd unto her, Verily now may | for this hieved
enterprise be numbered as Hercules, who by hiantgirowesse performed the twelve notable Labgr&eion
with three bodies, and as Cerberus with three hdéadkhave slaine three blown Goats skinnes.tBuhe end |
may pardon thee of that which thou hast commiipedforme, the thing which | shall most earnestlgideof thee,
that is, bring me that | may see and behold whgmtistresse goeth about any Sorcery or enchantraedtywhen
she prayeth unto the gods: For | am very desirolsarne that art, and as it seemeth unto mee ttyoselfe hath
some experience in the same. For this | know aaithglly feele, That whereas | have alwayes yrkedeaithed the
embracings and love of Matrones, | am so strickehsubdued with thy shining eyes, ruddy cheekéseighg
haire, sweet coss@$ , and lilly white paps, that | neither have mindegyoe home, nor to depart hence, but esteeme
the pleasure which | shall have with thee this ighove all the joyes of the world. Then (quotheghO my
Lucius, how willing would | be to fulfil your dest but by reason shee is so hated, she gettettelielinto solitary
places, and out of the presence of every persoenwhe mindeth to work her enchantments. Howbeigard more
to gratifie your request, than | doe esteeme timgelaof my life: and when | see opportunitie amaetil wil
assuredly bring you word, so that you shal seballenchantments, but alwayes upon this conditi@t,you
secretly keepe close such things as are done.



Thus as we reasoned together the courage of Vessadlexd, as well our desires as our members, asbies®
unrayed her selfe and came to bed, and as we pimsadyht in pastime and dalliance, till as bywds@ and
unlusty sleep | was constrained to lie still.

THE SIXTEENTH CHAPTER

How Fotis brought Apuleius to see her Mistressénant

On a day Fotis came running to me in great feare said that her mistresse, to worke her sorceriesich as shee
loved, intended the night following to transforner kelfe into a bird, and to fly whither she plehs#herefore she
willed me privily[¥] to prepare my self to see the same. And when giidiiame she led me softly into a high
chamber, and bid me look throw the chink of a dowateere first | saw how shee put of all her garmeand tooke
out of a certain coffer sundry kindes of Boxesthaf which she opened one, and tempered the ointitmengtin with
her fingers, and then rubbed her body therewitmftioe sole of the foot to the crowne of the head, \shen she
had spoken privily with her selfe, having the canidl her hand, she shaked the parts of her bodybehold, |
perceived a plume of feathers did burgen out, beemwaxed crooked and hard, her nailes turnectlatees, and
so she became an Owle. Then she cried and screldahadBird of that kinde, and willing to prooverforce,
mooved her selfe from the ground by little anddlittil at last she flew quite away.
Thus by her sorcery shee transformed her bodyihtat shape she would. Which when | saw | was greatl
astonied; and although | was inchanted by no kirtharme, yet | thought that | seemed not to haedikenesse of
Lucius, for so was | banished from my sences, athazenadnesse, and so | dreamed waking, that hfgite eyes,
whether | were asleepe or no. But when | was caga@a to my selfe, | tooke Fotis by the hand, aoded it to
my face and said, | pray thee while occasion detkies that | may have the fruition of the fruitsro§ desire, and
grant me some of this oyntment. O Fotis | pray theéhy sweet paps, to make that in the great ftaafeny love |
may bee turned into a bird, so wil | ever heredftebound unto you, and obedient to your commanderni@en
said Fotis, Wil you go about to deceive me now, iafarce me to work my own sorow? Are you in thenchthat
you wil not tarry in Thessaly? if you be a bird,avé shal | seek you, and when shal | see you? dh&nered I,
God forbid that | should commit such a crime, fuwugh | could fly in the aire as an Eagle, or tHougvere the
messenger of Jupiter, yet would | have recoursesd with thee: and | swear by the knot of thy dneidoair, that
since the time | first loved thee, | never fancéy other person: moreover, this commeth to my mitiuat if by
vertue of the oyntment | shall become an Owle,ll take heed that | come nigh no mans house: & Inot to
learn, how these matrons would handle their lovietegy knew that they were transformed into Owlidsreover,
when they are taken in any place they are nayled ppsts, and so they are worthily rewarded, becHus
thought that they bring evill fortune to the houBat | pray you (which | had almost forgotten) tele by what
meanes when | am an Owle, | shall returne to nstipg shape, and become Lucius againe. Feare math(ghe)
for my mistres hath taught me the way to bring thgiasse, neither thinke you that she did it for good will and
favour, but to the end | might helpe her, and némisome remedy when she returneth home.
Consider | pray you with your selfe, with what fsleus trifles so marvellous a thing is wrought: BgrHercules |
sweare | give her nothing else save a little Dill dawrell leaves, in Well water, the which shenldeth and
washeth her selfe withall. Which when she had spop&leee went into a chamber and tooke a box atlieofoffer,
which | first kissed and embraced, and prayedIthaght [have] good successe in my purpose. And thaut off
all my garments, and greedily thrust my hand iheltox, and took out a good deale of oyntment ahded my
selfe withall.

THE SEVENTEENTH CHAPTER

How Apuleius thinking to be turned into a bird, wamed into an Asse, and how hee was led away by
Theves.

After that | had well rubbed every part and mendfeny body, | hovered with myne armes, and movedsaife,
looking still when | should bee changed into a BielPamphiles was, and behold neither featherapp@arance of
feathers did burgen out, but verily my haire dichtuin ruggednesse, and my tender skin waxed tangtard, my

fingers and toes losing the number of five, charigamlhoofes, and out of myne arse grew a grels, tabw my
face became monstrous, my nosthrils wide, my lgrsging downe, and myne eares rugged with hairéheretould
| see any comfort of my transformation, for my memsencreased likewise, and so without all helpaning
every part of my poore body) | perceived that | wasird, but a plaine Asse.



Then | thought to blame Fotis, but being deprivedval of language as humane shape, | looked upowittemy
hanging lips and watery eyes. Who as soone asespéed me in such sort, cried out, Alas poore \ardiat | am, |
am utterly cast away. The feare | was in, and nggehhath deceived me. But it forceth not muchegard a sooner
medicine may be gotten for this than for any otharg. For if thou couldst get a Rose and eah@utshouldst be
delivered from the shape of an Asse, and becomkuniys againe. And would to God | had gathered some
garlands this evening past, according to my custones thou shouldst not continue an Asse one sigpéice, but
in the morning | will seeke some remedy. Thus Hatisented in pittifull sort, but | that was now erfect asse, and
for Lucius a brute beast, did yet retaine the s@mckunderstanding of a man. And did devise a gpade with my
selfe, whether it were best for me to teare thischievous and wicked harlot with my mouth, or tokki and Kill
her with my heels. But a better thought reducedrom so rash a purpose: for | feared lest by thathdef Fotis |
should be deprived of all remedy and help. Thekigigamyne head, and dissembling myne ire, and takig
adversity in good part, | went into the stable pawn horse, where | found another Asse of Mil@esntime my
host, and | did verily think that mine owne horgdhere were any natural conscience or knowledgarite beasts)
would take pitty upon me, and profer me lodgingtfaat might: but it chanced far otherwise. For seghorse and
the asse as it were consented together to workamm,land fearing lest | should eat up their proeendould in no
wise suffer me to come nigh the manger, but kiakedwith their heeles from their meat, which I mif gave them
the night before. Then | being thus handled by thermd driven away, got me into a corner of thelstalhere
while | remembred their uncurtesie, and how onntieerow | should return to Lucius by the help of @asB, when as
| thought to revenge my self of myne owne hordertlined to espy in the middle of a pillar sustagnthe rafters of
the stable the image of the goddesse Hippone, whéshgarnished and decked round about with faidefrash
roses: then in hope of present remedy, | leapeditlpmy fore feet as high as | could, stretching iy neck, and
with my lips coveting to snhatch some roses. Bugrirevill houre | did go about that enterprise,lfehold the boy to
whom | gave charge of my horse came presentlynid fading mee climbing upon the pillar, ranne tireg towards
me and said, How long shall wee suffer this wildéghat doth not onely eat up his fellowes meastatso would
spoyle the images of the gods? Why doe not | kil lame theefe and weake wretch? And therewitbaking
about for some cudgel, hee espied where lay a f#gebod, and chusing out a crabbed truncheonebthgest
hee could finde, did never cease beating of megwaoetch, untill such time as by great noyse amabling hee
heard the doores of the house burst open, andeigbbours crying in most lamentable sort, whictoinéd him
being stricken in feare, to fly his way. And by dmda troup of theeves entred in, and kept everygral corner of
the house with weapons. And as men resorted taraichelp them which were within the doores, thetks
resisted and kept them back, for every man wasaimith a sword and targg{ in his hand, the glimpség
whereof did yeeld out such light as if it had baydThen they brake open a great chest with ddables and bolts,
wherein was layd all the treasure of Milo, and eahk$ the same: which when they had done they paitkgdand
gave every one a portion to carry: but when thaythare than they could beare away, yet were thiéyttoleave
any behind, but came into the stable, and tookvagpbore asses and my horse, and laded us wittegiteasses
than wee were able to beare. And when we werefdbedouse they followed us with great staves,\sifidd one
of their fellows to tarry behind, and bring thenditygs what was done concerning the robbery: artiespbeat us
forward over great hils out of the way. But |, wisdth my heavy burden and long journy, did nothdiffer from a
dead asse: wherfore | determined with my selfeetk Some civil remedy, and by invocation of the earfithe
prince of the country to be delivered from so manigeries: and on a time | passed through a great facame
among a multitude of Greeks, and | thought to eptin the renowned name of the Emperor, and toG&gsar,
and cried out aloud, O, but Cesar | could in ncevigonounce. The Theeves little regarding my crytihd lay mee
on and beate my wretched skinne in such sortatiat it was neither apt nor meet to make Sjviesr Sarce$] .
Howbeit at last Jupiter administred unto me an peldaremedy. For when we had passed through mametand
villages, | fortuned to espy a pleasant garden rethéeside many other flowers of delectable hisere new and
fresh roses: and being very joyful, and desirousatoh some as | passed by, | drew neerer andrnaacewhile my
lips watered upon them, | thought of a better aglviore profitable for me, lest if from an Asse dgll become a
man, | might fall into the hands of the theevesl aither by suspition that | were some witch, arféare that |
should utter their theft, | should be slaine, wienme | abstained for that time from eating of Rose®l enduring my
present adversity, | eat hay as other Asses did.

THE FOURTH BOOKE




THE EIGHTEENTH CHAPTER

How Apuleius thinking to eat Roses, was cruellytdreby a Gardener, and chased by dogs.

When noone was come, that the broyling heate oftinee had most power, we turned into a villageettaine of
the theeves acquaintance and friends, for verdir tmeeting and embracing together did give mergagse, cause
to deeme the same, and the tooke the trusse frotvake, and gave them part of the Treasure whihinva, and
they seemed to whisper and tell them that it wakkest goods, and after that we were unladen obowthens, they

let us loose into a medow to pasture, but myne loavse and Miloes Asse would not suffer me to féede with

them, but | must seeke my dinner in some othereplac

Wherefore | leaped into a garden which was behihdestable, and being well nigh perished with hungkhough
| could finde nothing there but raw and green fallget | filled my hungry guts therwithall abundgnand praying
unto all the gods, | looked about in every pladecibuld espy any red roses in the gardens byandolitary being
alone did put me in good hope, that if | could fardy remedy, | should presently of an Asse be abdingo Lucius
out of every mans sight. And while | consideredsththings, | looked about, and behold | saw a faifra
shadowed valley adjoyning nigh unto a wood, wheneragst divers other hearbes and pleasant verduees,
thought | saw divers flourishing Roses of brightndake colour; and said within my beastiall mindrilehat
place is the place of Venus and the Graces, wiearetty glistereth the royall hew, of so lively atelectable a
floure. Then | desiring the help of the guide of good fortune, ranne lustily towards the wood, insoh that | felt
my self that | was no more an Asse, but a swiftrsimg horse: but my agility and quicknes could m@vent the
cruelty of my fortune; for when | came to the plagerceived that they were no roses, neither tendepleasant,
neither moystned with the heavenly drops of dew,cetestiall liquor, which grew out of the thiclatd thornes
there. Neither did | perceive that there was anleyat all, but onely the bank of the river, emvied with great
thick trees, which had long branches like unto &iand bearing a flour without any manner of sant] the
common people call them by the name of Lawrel rostich be very poyson to all manner of beastsnTwas | so
intangled with unhappy fortune that | little estesshmine own danger, and went willingly to eat afsh roses,
though | knew them to be present poyson: and asw deere | saw a yong man that seemed to be therggr,
come upon mee, and when he perceived that | hasuded all his hearbs in the garden, he came swgeaiith a
great staffe in his hand, and laid upon me in |aeh that | was well nigh dead, but | speedilyided some remedy
my self, for | lifted up my legs and kicked me witty hinder heels, that | left him lying at the Hdbt wel nigh
slain, and so | ran away. Incontinently came ositvtife, who seeing her husband halfe dead, criechawled in
pittifull sort, and went toward her husband, to ittent that by her lowd cries shee might purchiasee present
destruction. Then all the persons of the town, rddweher noise came forth, and cried for dogs &o tee down.
Out came a great company of Bandpfsand mastifes, more fit to pul down bears and libas me, whom when |
beheld | thought verily | should presently die: buirned my self about, and ranne as ever | ntiglthe stable
from whence | came. Then the men of the towne déatieheir dogs, and took me and bound mee tottgesof a
post, and scourged mee with a great knotted whipwias well nigh dead, and they would undoubtédutye slaine
me, had it not come to passe, that what with theepaf their beating, and the greene hearbesdlyahimy guts, |
caught such a laske that I all besprinkled thaie$awith my liquid dung, and enforced them to leaffe

THE NINETEENTH CHAPTER

How Apuleius was prevented of his purpose, andthewWwheeves came to their den.

Not long after, the theeves laded us againe, lpgaally me, and brought us forth of the stablel when wee had
gone a good part of our journey what with the leray, my great burthen, the beating of staves, apavorne
hooves, | was so weary that | could scantly go.nTlhgaw a little before mee a river running witirdavater, and |
said to my selfe, Behold, now | have found a goocksion: for | will fall downe when | come yondand surely |
will not rise againe, neither with scourging noatieg, for | had rather be slaine there presetitgn goe any
further.

And the cause why | determined so to doe was ltifimught that the theeves when they did see nfeetde and
weake that | could not travell, to the intent threguld not stay in their journey, they would take thurthen from
my backe and put it upon my fellowes, and so forfunthere punishment to leave me as a prey to tiees and
ravening beasts. But evill fortune prevented sadgmeonsideration; for the other Asse being ofsiduime purpose
that | was of, by feigned and coloured wearinelgitavne first, with all his burthen upon the grauas though hee



were dead, and hee would not rise neither withibgaior pricking, nor stand upon his feet, thougéytpulled him
by the tayl, by his legs, and by his eares: whitlemthe theeves beheld, as without all hope thielyosee unto
another, What should we stand here so long abdagd, or rather a stony asse? let us bee gonesoahey tooke
his burthen, and divided some to mee, and someytharse. And then they drew out their swords artdfthis
legs, and threw his body from the point of an tidivn into a great valley. Then | considering wit selfe of the
evill fortune of my poore companion, and purposed o forget all subtility and deceit, and to ptag good Asse
to get my masters favour, for | perceived by thalike that we were come home well nigh at our jms®end. And
after that wee had passed over a little hill, we®e to our appointed place, where when we weralanlaf our
burthens, and all things carried in, | tumbled amdlowed in the dust, to refresh my selfe in stebdiater. The
thing and the time compelleth me to make descriptithe places, and especially of the den wherghbeves did
inhabit, I will prove my wit what | can doe, ancethconsider you whether | was an asse in judgnrehsance, or
no. For first there was an exceeding great hill passed about with big trees very high, with mamging bottoms
full of sharpe stones, whereby it was inaccessitiere was many winding and hollow valleyes belthat it
seemed like unto a sea inclosed, or a standing flBafore the denne where was no hill stood an togler, and at
the foot thereof were sheepe-codtsfenced and walled with clay. Before the gate efltbuse were pathes made in
stead of wals, in such sort that you would easitigg it to be a very den for theeves, and therenatisng else
save a little coat covered with thatch, whereinTheeves did nightly accustome to watch by ordet,after
perceived. And when they were all crept into thedey and we fast tied with halters at the dorey fegan to chide
with an old woman there, crooked with age, who thedgovernment and rule of all the house, and s is it
old witch, old trot, and strumpet, that thou sitietey all day at home, and having no regard topmrillous labors,
hast provided nothing for our suppers, but sitt@ding and swilling thy selfe from morning till tit® Then the old
woman trembled, and scantly able to speak ganBetygld my puissarit] and faithfull masters, you shall have
meat and pottage enough by and by: here is fioge &if bread, wine plenty, filled in cleane ringeats, likewise
here is hot water prepared to bathe you.

Which when she had said, they put off all theimgants and refreshed themselves by the fire. Arat #fey were
washed and nointed with oyle, they sate down atahle garnished with all kind of dainty meats. {inere no
sooner sate downe, but in came another compangrgf gnen more in number than was before, who seemed
likewise to bee Theeves, for they brought in thegyedq*] of gold and silver, Plate, Jewels, and rich robes,
when they had likewise washed, they sate amongsetit, and served one another by order. Thenditzmk and
eat exceedingly, crying, laughing and making suzysa, that | thought | was amongst the tyrannodsvélie
Lapithes, Thebans, and Centaures. At length omieeofi more valiant than the rest, spake in this ¥det verily
have manfully conquered the house of Milo of Higpaind beside all the riches and treasure whidbrog we
have brought away, we are all come home safe, @nithereased the more by this horse and this Aseyou that
have roved about in the country of Beotia, haveyosir valiant captaine Lamathus, whose life | magarded than
all the treasure which you have brought: and thierfoe memory of him shall bee renowned for evesragat the
most noble kings and valiant captains: but you sitoue when you goe abroad, like men with gandeagt$to
creepe through every corner and hole for evergtrithen one of them that came last answered, \kéhyau only
ignorant, that the greater the number is, the soivey may rob and spoile the house? And althobgHamily be
dispersed in divers lodgings, yet every man hatkerab defend his own life, than to save the riatfdss master:
but when there be but a few theeves, then will tiaglyer not only regard themselves, but also sdistance, how
little or great soever it be. And to the intent yoay beleeve me | will shew you an example: weeaweme
nothing nigh to Thebes, where is the fountain ofantiand science, but we learned where a rich f€lfjfcalled
Chriseros did dwell, who for fear of offices in theblique wel dissemblegd] his estate, and lived sole and solitary
in a small coat, howbeit replenished with aboundasfdareasure, and went daily in ragged and topasg.
Wherefore wee devised with our selves to go tdhisse and spoyl him of all his riches. And wherhhitame we
drew towards the dore, which was so strongly clpet we could neither move it, nor lift it outthie hooks, and
we thought it not best to break it open, lest yrtbyse we should raise up to our harm the neightinarThen our
strong and valiant captain Lamathus trusting inows strength and force, thrust in his hand throaidiiole of the
dore, and thought to pull back the bolt: but theatous caitif Chriseros being awake, and makingaiese came
softly to the dore and caught his hand and witheatonaile nailed it fast to the post: which wherlad done, he
ran up unto a high chamber and called every ofésafeighbours by name, desiring them to succorvhittm all
possible speed, for his own house was on fire. Hveny one for fear of their owne danger came muopoiut to aid
him, wherewith we fearing our present peril, kneat what was best to be don, whether wee shouleleaw
companion there, or yeeld our selves to die with: fiut we by his consent devised a better waywcut off his
arm by the elbow and so let it hang there: thenlwmand his wound with clouts, lest we should beddaby the
drops of blood: which don we took Lamathus andhied away, for fear we would be taken: but beinggh



pursued that wee were in present danger, and #raathus could not keepe our company by reasorirghésse;
and on the other side perceiving that it was nohfe profit to linger behinde, he spake unto ua asan of singular
courage and vertue, desiring us by much entreatypasyer and by the puissance of the god Marsttanéhith of
our confederacy, to deliver his body from tormemd aiserably captivity: and further he said, Howt isossible
that so couragious a Captaine can live withouhhrsd, wherewith he could somtime rob and slay soyrpaople?
I would thinke my selfe sufficiently happy if | migbe slaine by one of you. But when he saw thaalveefused to
commit any such fact, he drew out his sword withdther hand, and after that he had often kissée ithrust it
clean through his body. Then we honoured the cofrge puissant a man, and wrapped it in linnentbkmand
threw him into the sea. So lieth our master Lamstburied and hid in the grave of water, and erdedife as |
have declared. But Alcinus, though he were a magredt enterprise, yet could he not beware by Lansamnor
void himselfe from evill fortune: for on a day whea had entred into an old womans house to robhkeenent up
into a high chamber, where hee should first harangted her: but he had more regard to throw ddwrbags of
mony and gold out at a window, to us that stoodeunand when he was so greedy that he would leatreng
behinde, he went unto the old womans bed wheréaghasleep, and would have taken off the coveolétave
thrown downe likewise, but shee awaked, and knge&lmher knees, desired him in this manner: O giay you
cast not away such torne and ragged clouts intoeighbours houses, for they are rich enough, aad ne such
things. Then Alcinus thinking her words to be trwas brought in beleefe, that such things as hdlrasvne out
already, and such things as hee should throw tert, afas not fallen downe to his fellowes, but iather mens
houses: wherefore hee went to the window to sebaaree thought to behold the places round attwusting his
body out of the window, the old woman marked hin,\@ad came behind him softly, and though sheebhad
small strength, yet with a sudden force she toakelly the heeles and thrust him out headlong, arftesfell upon
a marvellous great stone and burst his ribs, whibebyomited and spewed flakes of blood and presdigt. Then
wee threw him into the river likewise, as we had@&btamathus before.

When we had thus lost two of our companions, wesllnot Thebes, but marched towards the next aitgd
Platea, where we found a man of great fame nametbbleares, that purposed to set forth a great gahere
should be a triall of all kind of weapons: hee wame of a good house, marvellous rich, liberall el deserved
that which he had and had prepared many showeplaasures for the Common people, insomuch thag tisamo
man can either by wit or eloquence shew in wordsaldrthy preparations of noble price, he bestowedtost part
of his patrimony in buying of Beares, which he nshed to his great cost, and esteemed more thémeadither
beasts, which either by chasing hee caught himsaifehich he dearly bought, or which were givem fiiom
divers of his friends.

Howbeit for all his sumptuous cost, hee could refree from the malitious eyes of envy, for soméhein were
well nigh dead with too long tying up, some meagith the broyling heate of the sun, some languishitd lying,
but all having sundry diseases, were so afflicked they died one after another, and there wasnigdil none left,
in such sort that you might see them lying in ttneets pitteously dead. And the common people Igavinother
meat to feed on, little regarding any curiosity,ulebcome forth and fill their bellies with the flesf the beares.
Then by and by Babulus and | devised a pretty spa¢ drew one of the greatest of the Beares tdodging, as
though wee would prepare to eat thereof, whereflaged of his skinne, and kept his unglgswhole, but we
medled not with the head, but cut it off by thekesand so let it hang to the skinne. Then we raéitihe flesh
from the necke and cast dust thereon, and sethiisun to dry.

THE TWENTIETH CHAPTER

How Trasileon was disguised in a Beares skin, amd he was handled.

When the skinne was a drying we made merry witHldsh, and then we devised with our selves, thataf us
being more valiant than the rest both in body amdage (so that he would consent thereto) shouldpthe skin,
and feigning that hee were a Beare, should beol&ktnochares house in the night, by which meanthaaght to
be received and let in. Many were desirous to thayBeare, but especially one Thrasileon of a @iavs minde

would take this enterprise in hand. Then wee putihto the Beares skin, which fitted him finelyamery point,

wee buckled it fast under his belly, and coveredsdam with the haire, that it might not be sedterAhis we
made little holes through the bears head, and tffirdiis nosthrils and eyes, for Thrasileon to sdeand take wind
at, in such sort that he seemed a very lively atdral beast: when this was don we went into a @éieh we
hired for the purpose, and he crept in after likeear with a good courage. Thus we began our gyptihd then
wee imagined thus, wee feigned letters as thougyr¢hme from one Nicanor which dwelt in the Couwotiy
Thracia, which was of great acquaintance with Erésnochares, wherein we wrote, that hee had senbééeing his



friend, the first fruits of his coursing and humfin’When night was come, which was a meet time fomparpose, we
brought Thrasileon and our forged letters and ptesethem to Demochares. When Demochares behsldtghty
Beare, and saw the liberality of Nicanor his frichde commanded his servants to deliver unto asoxwns, having
great store in his coffers. Then (as the noveltg tfing doth accustom to stir mens minds to bett@dsame) many
persons came on every side to see this bear: lasildon, lest they should by curious viewing anging perceive
the truth, ran upon them to put them in feare thay durst not come nigh. The people said, Verdgyridchares is
right happy, in that after the death of so manystedee hath gotten maugiefortunes head, so goodly a bear.
Then Demochares commanded him with all care toubénfo the park among the other beasts: but imatelyi |
spake unto him and said, Sir | pray you take hesd you put a beast tired with the heat of the suthwith long
travell, among others which as | hear say haverdineladies and diseases, let him rather ly in sgpea place of
your house nie some water, where he may take dieage himself, for doe not you know that such kihbleasts
do greatly delight to couch under the shadow afgr@nd hillocks near pleasant wels and waters7bhere
Demochares admonished, and remembring how mangdhedfore that perished, was contented we shotlthpu
bear where we would. Moreover we said unto himt, Weour selves were determined to lie all nighdrrtbe Bear,
to looke unto him, and to give him meat and driakbis due houre.
Then he answered, Verily masters you need notquit selves to such paines, for | have men thaesernnothing
but for that purpose. So wee tooke leave of himaephrted: and when we were come without the gritde
town, we perceived before us a great sepulchrelistgout of the highway in a privy and secret pla®l thither
we went and opened the mouth thereof, whereas wwlfthe sides covered with the corruption of ma, the
ashes and dust of his long buried body, wherin @teogr selves to bring our purpose to passe, anthdpaespect to
the dark time of night, according to our custombewwe thought that every one was asleepe, wewidnbur
weapons and besieged the house of Demochares abontl Then Thrasileon was ready at hand, and deayeof
the caverne, and went to Kill all such as he foasidepe: but when he came to the Porter, he opibagrhtes and
let us all in, and then he shewed us a large Counterein we saw put the night before a great abance if
treasure: which when by violence we had broke opbia every one of my fellowes take as much gaid silver as
they could carry away, and beare it to the Sepaldnd still as they carried | stood at the gatgching diligently
when they would returne. The Beare running abaaihtiuse, to make such of the family afeard asrieduo wake
and come out. For who is he that is so puissantandagious, that at the ougly sight of so gre@baster will not
guayle and keepe his chamber especialy in thehight when wee had brought this matter to so gopairat, there
chanced a pittifull case, for as | looked for mynpanions that should come from the sepulchre, bethelre was a
Boy of the house that fortuned to looke out of adeiw, and espied the Bear running about, and hé¢ avehtold all
the servants of the house. Whereupon incontinginély came forth with Torches, Lanthornes, and digéts, that
they might see all the yard over: they came witlos) speares, naked swords, Greyhounds, and Matstiféay the
poore beast. Then | during this broyle thoughtuto away, but because | would see Thrasileon figtit the Dogs, |
lay behinde the gate to behold him. And althougtight perceive that he was well nigh dead, yet mabered he
his owne faithfulnes and ours, and valiantly resighe gaping and ravenous mouths of the hell rgsaitooke
hee in gre¢* the pagiant which willingly he tooke in hand hitfieeand with much adoe tumbled at length out of
the house: but when hee was at liberty abroadodtidhe not save himselfe, for all the dogs of$treete joyned
themselves to the greyhounds and mastifes of theeh@nd came upon him.
Alas what a pittifull sight it was to see our podterasileon thus environed and compassed with sy mags that
tare and rent him miserably. Then | impatient ofjseat a misery, ranne in amongst the prease gfdbple, and
ayding him with my words as much as | might, exadithem all in this manner: O great and extreanselmaince,
what a pretious and excellent beast have we legtn words did nothing prevaile, for there caméatall man
with a spear in his hand, that thrust him cleaneuph, and afterwards many that stood by drewlmit swords,
and so they killed him. But verily our good Capgirhrasileon, the honour of our conflict, receitésideath so
patiently, that he would not bewray the league betve us, either by crying, howling or any other mesabut
being torne with dogs and wounded with weaponsydgld forth a dolefull cry, more like unto a bethstn a man.
And taking his present fortune in good part, witlhuage and glory enough did finish his life, witkck a terror unto
the assembly, that no person was so hardy untih& day, as to touch him, though hee were starid:cbut at last
there came a Butcher more valiant than the rest, aglening the panch of the beast, slit out an hardlyventrous
theefe.
In this manner we lost our Captain Thrasileon,hmuteft not his fame and honour.
When this was done wee packed up our treasure hwieccommitted to the sepulchre to keepe, and gfbfothe
bounds of Platea, thus thinking with our selveat there was more fidelity amongst the dead thaongst the
living, by reason that our preyes were so surept kethe sepulchre. So being wearied with the Wweaf our



burthens, and well nigh tyred with long travailyim lost three of our soldiers, we are come horith these
present cheats.

Thus when they had spoken in memory of their slaorepanions, they tooke cups of gold, and sung legnumto
the god Mars, and layd them downe to sleep. Themwlithwoman gave us fresh barley without measossmuch
that my horse fed so abundantly that he might thétlke hee was at some banquet that day. But Mhbat
accustomed to eate bran and flower, thought thizé sower kinde of meate. Wherfore espying a contere lay
loaves of bread for all the house | got me thitred filled my hungry guts therewith.

THE TWENTY-FIRST CHAPTER

How the theeves stole away a Gentlewoman, and htdwey to their den.

When night was come the Theeves awakened and posed when they had buckled on their weapons, and
disguised their faces with visards, they deparded! yet for all the great sleep that came uponlraeuld in no
wise leave eating: and whereas when | was manltldmicontented with one or two loaves at the nmasty my
guts were so greedy that three pannigréull would scantly serve me, and while | considkadl these things the

morning came, and being led to a river, notwithdiiag myne Assie shamefastnesse | quencht my tiinst.
suddenly after, the Theeves returned home cafidiheavy, bringing no burthens with them, no pansich as

traffe or baggage, save only a maiden, that sedapéer habit to be some gentlewoman borne, andahghter of
some worthy matron of that country, who was sodail beautifull, that though | were an Asse, yet hgreat
affection for her. The virgin lamented and tare tmar, and rent her garments, for the great sosiogvwas in: but
the theeves brought her within the cave, and asktstcomfort her in this sort, Weep not fair gewthman we pray
you, for be you assured we wil do no outrage nolevice to your person: but take patience a whil@tw profit,
for necessity and poore estate hath compelled ds this enterprise: we warrant you that your piseadthough
they bee covetous, will be contented to give usatgjuantity of mony to redeeme and ransome ya trur
hands.
With such and like flattering words they endeavdueappease the gentlewoman, howbeit she would itase
bee comforted, but put her head betwixt her knaed,cried pittiously. Then they called the old womand
commaunded her to sit be the maiden, and pacifgbler as much as shee might. And they departeg sowb,
as they accustomed to doe, but the virgin wouldagetvage her griefes, nor mitigate her sorrow lyyesatreaty of
the old woman, but howled and sobbed in such g@t,she made me poore Asse likewise to weepethaisdshe
said, Alasse can | poore wench live any longet, dhacome of so good a house, forsaken of all mgnts, friends,
and family, made a rapine and prey, closed sewiifethis stony prison, deprived of all pleasuréenein | have
beene brought up, throwne in danger, ready to tteimgpieces among so many sturdy theeves and fliteatbers,
can | (I say) cease from weeping, and live any éoAdlr hus she cried and lamented, and after shevbaded her
selfe with sorrow and blubbered her face with teasbe closed the windowes of her hollow eyes aidddown to
sleepe. And after that she had slept, she roseadike a furious and mad woman, and beat her begascomely
face more than she did before.
Then the old woman enquired the causes of her mevsadden lamentation. To whom sighing in pitti&drt shee
answered, Alas now | am utterly undone, now antlob@all hope, O give me a knife to kill me, or alter to hang
me. Whereat the old [woman] was more angry, andrefv commanded her to tell her the cause of heowpand
why after her sleep she should renew her ddtbuand miserable weeping. What, thinke you (quoth shdeceive
our yong men of the price of your ransome? Notimexefore cease your crying, for the Theeves dtbe &isteeme
your howling, and if you will not, | will surely ba you alive. Hereat the Maiden was greatly feased, kissed her
hand and said, O mother take pitty upon me and nayched fortune, and give me license a while t@kpgfor |
thinke | shall not long live, let there be mergyeriand franke in your venerable hoare head, andthezum of my
calamity.
There was a comely young man, who for his bountygmace was beloved entirely of all the towne, roysine
Germane, and but three yeares older than I; wentgre nourished and brought up in one house, laguode
roofe, and in one chamber, and at length by proofisearriage, and by consent of our parents we wengracted
together. The marriage day was come, the hous@avasshed with lawrel, and torches were set inyepéace in
the honour of Hymeneus, my espouse was accompuatitiedhis parents, kinsfolke and friends, and maatifice
in the temples and publique places. And when myappit mother pampered me in her lap, and deckedkmae |
bride, kissing me sweetly, and making me a pa@nChildren, behold there came in a great multitotigtneeves
armed like men of warre, with naked swords in theinds, who went not about to doe any harme, ndithtake



any thing away, but brake into the chamber wheavad, and violently tooke me out of my mothers armdgen
none of our family would resist for feare.

In this sort was our marriage disturbed, like trernage of Hyppodame and Perithous. But behold agdgnother,
now my unhappy fortune is renewed and encreased:dfeamed in my sleepe, that | was pulled ouwfhouse,
out of our chamber, and out of my bed, and thatiaved about in solitary and unknowne places,nmzalipon the
name of my unfortunate husband, and how that heo@se as he perceived that | was taken away, @vetiing
with perfumes and crowned with garlands, did tnaeeby the steppes, desiring the aid of the peapéssist him,
in that his wife was violently stollen away. Andlaswent crying up and down, one of the theevesvemavith
indignation, by reason of his pursuit, took upanstthat lay at his feet, and threw it at my hushemd killed him.
By the terror of which sight, and the feare of seadlfull a dreame, | awaked.

Then the old woman rendring out like sighes, beganrspeake in this sort: My daughter take a gaatthunto
you, and bee not afeard at feigned and strangengsind dreams, for as the visions of the day@reusted false
and untrue, so the visions of the night doe ofteance contrary. And to dreame of weeping, beatind,killing, is
a token of good luck and prosperous change. Whexgdsary, is a signe of sadnesse, sickenessepiasibstance,
and displeasure. But | will tell thee a pleasarieT# put away all thy sorrow, and to revive tipyriss. And so she
began in this manner.

THE FIFTH BOOKE

THE TWENTY-SECOND CHAPTER

The most pleasant and delectable tale of the mgeriaf Cupid and Psyches.

There was sometimes a certaine King, inhabitindpénWest parts, who had to wife a noble Dame, bgravhe had
three daughters exceeding fair: of whom the twerldere of such comly shape and beauty, as thegxdiell and
passe all other women living, whereby they wereaigfd worthily to deserve the praise and commendaifevery
person, and deservedly to be preferred above #igue of the common sort. Yet the singular pask#suty and
maidenly majesty of the yongest daughter did seefamrmount and excell them two, as no earthlytareacould by
any meanes sufficiently expresse or set out thesam
By reason wherof, after the fame of this excelteatden was spread abroad in every part of the @igyCitisens
and strangers there beeing inwardly pricked by#aous affection to behold her famous person, aaitg by
thousands, hundreths, and scores, to her fathlrsepavho was astonied with admiration of her inpamable
beauty, did no lesse worship and reverence heranitsses, signes and tokens, and other divine toltsa
according to the custome of the old used ritescandmonies, than if she were Lady Venus indeedshodly after
the fame was spread into the next cities and bimrgleegions, that the goddesse whom the deep sellsdin and
brought forth, and the froth of the waves had rehed, to the intent to shew her high magnificeacie divine
power on earth, to such as drstdid honour and worship her, was now conversantgstomortall men, or else
that the earth and not the sea, by a new concamg@fluence of the Celestiall planets, had budatetiyeelded
forth a new Venus, endued with the floure of viiyin
So daily more and more encreased this opinionnamdis her flying fame dispersed into the nextrigisand well
nigh into every part and province of the whole dokVherupon innumerable strangers resorted frore far
Countries, adventuring themselves by long journie$and and by great perils on water, to beholsl gihdrious
virgin. By occasion wherof such a contempt grewams the goddesse Venus, that no person travaitecdioe
Towne Paphos, nor to the Isle Gyndos, nor to Cgthemorship her. Her ornaments were throwne arttémples
defaced, her pillowes and cushions torne, her cenéa neglected, her images and Statues uncrowndder bare
altars unswept, and fowl with the ashes of old bsaerifice. For why, every person honoured andshipped this
maiden in stead of Venus, and in the morning afirrcomming abroad offered unto her oblatiomsyped
banquets, called her by the name of Venus, whichmea Venus indeed, and in her honour presentedeffoand
garlands in most reverend fashion.
This sudden change and alteration of celestialbhordid greatly inflame and kindle the love of w&tenus, who
unable to temper her selfe from indignation, shgkiar head in raging sort, reasoned with her $elfieis manner,
Behold the originall parent of all these elemeb&hold the Lady Venus renowned throughout all thedy with
whome a mortall maiden is joyned now partaker afcho: my name registred in the city of heaven tppaned



and made vile by terrene absurdities. If | shaffesuany mortall creature to present my Majestyeanth, or that any
shall beare about a false surmised shape of mpmpettgen in vain did Paris the sheepheard (in whatgement
and confidence the great Jupiter had affigricg preferre me above the residue of the godde&sethe excellency
of my beauty: but she, whatsoever she be thatusattped myne honour, shal shortly repent her ofihiwful
estate. And by and by she called her winged somupédCrash enough and hardy, who by his evil maner
contemning all publique justice and law, armed \iith and arrowes, running up and downe in the tsiffom
house to house, and corrupting the lawfull marigagfeevery person, doth nothing but that whichvii,evho
although that hee were of his owne proper natuifecgntly prone to worke mischief, yet she eggeah fiorward
with words, and brought him to the city, and sheWwid Psyches (for so the maid was called), andrigaidld the
cause of her anger, not without great rage, | grag (quoth shee) my dear childe, by motherly bafridve, by the
sweet wounds of thy piercing darts, by the pleabaate of thy fire, revenge the injury which is dda thy mother
by the false and disobedient beauty of a mortaitiera and | pray thee, that without delay shee fatiyn love
with the most miserable creature living, the maxine, the most crooked, and the most vile, thatthway bee
none found in all the world of like wretchedneda#hen she had spoken these words she embracedsaed kier
sonne, and took her voyage towards the sea.

When she came upon the sea she began to cal thkeagddjoddesses, who were obedient at her voyce. Fo
incontinent came the daughters of Nereus, singiitly twnes melodiously: Portunus with his bristled] aough
beard, Salita with her bosome full of fish, Palenttom driver of the Dolphine, the Trumpetters oftdry leaping
hither and thither, and blowing with heavenly noys&h was the company which followed Venus, maghi
towards the ocean sea.

In the meane season Psyches with all her beautyweztno fruit of honor. She was wondred at ofslie was
praised of all, but she perceived that no KingPionce, nor any of the superior sort did repaireiéme her. Every
one marvelled at her divine beauty, as it were sbmage well painted and set out. Her other twaessstvhich were
nothing so greatly exalted by the people, werellpyaarried to two Kings: but the virgin Psychetiag at home
alone, lamented her solitary life, and being distpd both in mind and body, although she pleaddteaivorld, yet
hated shee in her selfe her owne beauty. Wheretingomiserable father of this unfortunate daugtsiespecting
that the gods and powers of heaven did envy hategatent to the town called Milet to receive thacle of
Apollo, where he made his prayers and offered eeriand desired a husband for his daughter: Ipailld though
he were a Grecian, and of the country of loniaahee of the foundation of Milet, yet hee gave amswéatine
verse, the sence wherof was this:--

Let Psyches corps be clad in mourning weed

And set on rocke of yonder hill aloft:

Her husband is no wight of humane seed,

But Serpent dire and fierce as might be thought.

Who flies with wings above in starry skies,

And doth subdue each thing with firie flight.

The gods themselves, and powers that seem so wise,
With mighty Jove, be subject to his might,

The rivers blacke, and deadly flouds of paine,

And darkness ekg , as thrall to him remaine.

The King, sometimes happy when hee heard the psapbé Apollo, returned home sad and sorrowfult] an
declared to his wife the miserable and unhappydatés daughter. Then they began to lament angwesed
passed over many days in great sorrow. But nowittie approached of Psyches marriage, preparatismveale,
blacke torches were lighted, the pleasant songs tsened into pittifull cries, the melody of Hymersewas ended
with deadly howling, the maid that should be matidéd wipe her eyes with her vaile. All the famégd people of
the city weeped likewise, and with great lamentati@s ordained a remisse time for that day, but sty
compelled that Psyches should be brought to hesiafgal place, according to the divine appointment.

And when the solemnity was ended, they went todattins sorrowfull spowse, not to her marriage, touher finall
end and buriall. And while the father and mothePsfches did go forward weeping and crying to @ th
enterprise, Psyches spake unto them in this sdry dment you your unhappy age with continualicdo? Why
trouble you your spirits, which are more rather mgtman yours? Why soyle ye your faces with teawbgh |
ought to adore and worship? Why teare you my aygsirs? why pull you your hory haires? Why knogkeyour
breasts for me? Now you see the reward of my exaelieauty: now, now you perceive, but too late,glague of



envy. When the people did honour me, and call rmendw Venus, then yee should have wept, then youldhave
sorrowed as though | had been dead: for now | se@arceive that | am come to this misery by thy aame of
Venus, bring mee, and as fortune hath appointegephe on the top of the rocke, | greatly desirenib my
marriage, | greatly covet to see my husband. Wteylditelay? why should | refuse him that is apparitedestroy
all the world.

Thus ended she her words, and thrust her selfe gghtite people that followed. Then they broughttbehe
appointed rocke of the high hill, and set [her]dmer, and so departed. The Torches and lights wereyp with the
tears of the people, and every man gone home, iderable Parents well nigh consumed with sorrowgga
themselves to everlasting darknes.

Thus poore Psyches being left alone, weeping @amdiiing on the toppe of the rocke, was blowne leyghntle
aire and of shrilling Zephyrus, and caried from iilewith a meek winde, which retained her garnsemp, and by
little and little brought her downe into a deep#eya where she was laid in a bed of most sweetfe@agtant
flowers.

Thus faire Psyches beeing sweetly couched amongpthand tender hearbs, as in a bed of sweetragcaht
floures, and having qualified the thoughts andlites of her restlesse minde, was now well reposed.when she
had refreshed her selfe sufficiently with sleepw, ©se with a more quiet and pacified minde, andified to espy
a pleasant wood invironed with great and mightgdreShee espied likewise a running river as clesiystall: in
the midst of the wood well nigh at the fall of ttieer was a princely Edifice, wrought and buildeat by the art or
hand of man, but by the mighty power of God: and would judge at the first entry therin, that itreesome
pleasant and worthy mansion for the powers of heaver the embowings above were of Citron and lyprgpped
and undermined with pillars of gold, the walls cagand seeled with silver, divers sorts of beast® graven and
carved, that seemed to encounter with such aseshiier All things were so curiously and finely wob, that it
seemed either to be the worke of some Demy go@oof himselfe. The pavement was all of pretiouseston
divided and cut one from another, whereon was chdieers kindes of pictures, in such sort thatssesand thrice
blessed were they which might goe upon such a pertr&very part and angle of the house was soaselined,
that by reason of the pretious stones and inestertedasure there, it glittered and shone in soct) ghat the
chambers, porches, and doores gave light as ibéade the Sunne. Neither otherwise did the otkastrre of the
house disagree unto so great a majesty, that \iesgemed in every point an heavenly Palace,datwiand built
for Jupiter himselfe.

Then Psyches moved with delectation approched aigghtaking a bold heart entred into the house baheld
every thing there with great affection, she sawettouses wrought exceedingly fine, and replenistidd
aboundance of riches. Finally, there could nothiaglevised which lacked there: but amongst sucdht gtere of
Treasure this was most marvellous, that there wadasure, bolt, nor locke to keepe the same. Ahdnawwith
great pleasure she had viewed all these thingdhesduel a voyce without any body, that sayd, Whyyimemarvell
Madame at so great riches? behold, all that youssaeyour commandement, wherefore goe you irdacttamber,
and repose your selfe upon the bed, and desirelvatiatyou will have, and we whose voyces you hbaesyour
servants, and ready to minister unto you accortingpur desire. In the meane season, royall meatsiainty
dishes shall be prepared for you.

Then Psyches perceived the felicity of divine pdevice, and according to the advertisement of tterroreall
voyces she first reposed her selfe upon the bebtheam refreshed her body in the vaines [sic]. Toise, shee saw
the table garnished with meats, and a chaire tosihe.

When Psyches was set downe, all sorts of divindesesend wines were brought in, not by any bodyaltt were
with a winde, for she saw no person before herpblyt heard voyces on every side. After that &l $krvices were
brought to the table, one came in and sung inyisdnother played on the harpe, but she saw no Tenharmony
of the Instruments did so greatly shrill in hersedhat though there were no maner of person,egted she in the
midst of a multitude of people.

All these pleasures finished, when night aprochegtRes went to bed, and when she was layd, thatitbet sleep
came upon her, she greatly feared her virginitgabse shee was alone. Then came her unknowne liusbdtey
with her: and after that hee had made a perfedwomation of the marriage, he rose in the mornafgre day,
and departed. Soone after came her invisible stxyvand presented to her such things as were raagdes her
defloration. And thus she passed forth a greateyhihd as it happeneth, the novelty of things inoall custome
did encrease her pleasure, but specially the sofitiee instruments was a comfort unto her beingelo

During this time that Psyches was in this placpleésures, her father and mother did nothing bepeend
lament, and her two sisters hearing of her mostraide fortune, came with great dolour and sormwomfort and
speake with their parents.



The night following, Psyches husband spake untdfbeishe might feele his eyes, his hands, an@is) and sayd,
O my sweet Spowse and dear wife, fortune doth meenato thee imminent danger, wherof | wish theatlye¢o
beware: for know that thy sisters, thinking thaiutart dead, bee greatly troubled, and are cortlgeetmmountain by
thy steps. Whose lamentations if thou fortune aréebeware that thou doe in no wise either makevan or looke
up towards them, for if thou doe thou shalt purehtmsmee great sorrow, and to thy selfe utter desstm. Psyches
hearing her Husband, was contented to doe all shaisghee had commanded.

After that hee was departed and the night passag,@syches lamented and lamented all the daywiwifp
thinking that now shee was past all hopes of cotnifothat shee was closed within the walls ofiagr, deprived
of humane conversation, and commaunded not toaiddrrowfull Sisters, no nor once to see themsTghe
passed all the day in weeping, and went to bedyat,rwithout any refection of meat or baine.

Incontinently after came her husband, who whenhageembraced her sweetly, began to say, Is itttrats/ou
performe your promise, my sweet wife? What do diéitneere? Passe you all the day and the nightéping? And
wil you not cease in your husbands armes? Goaltmwhat ye will, purchase your owne destructiom, when
you finde it so, then remember my words, and regairtttoo late. Then she desired her husband nmatrerare,
assuring him that shee should die, unlesse he vgralut that she might see her sisters, wherby slet speake
with them and comfort them, wherat at length he emgented, and moreover hee willed that shee digiué them
as much gold and jewels as she would. But he gawa Further charge saying, Beware that ye covie(b@ng
mooved by the pernicious counsell of your sisteygee the shape of my person, lest by your ctyigsu deprive
your selfe of so great and worthy estate. Psychaglglad herewith, rendered unto him most entiamkes, and
said, Sweet husband, | had rather die than to &yesrated from you, for whosoever you be, | love i@tdine you
within my heart as if you were myne owne spiriGupid himselfe: but | pray you grant this likewisieat you
would commaund your servant Zephyrus to bring mtess downe into the valley as he brought mee.
Wherewithall shee kissed him sweetly, and desifeddently to grant her request, calling him hengge, her
sweetheart, her Joy, and her Solace. Wherby sloecef him to agree to her mind, and when mornimgeche
departed away.

After long search made, the sisters of Psyches canteethe hill where she was set on the rocke caied with a
loud voyce in such sort that the stones answerathagAnd when they called their sister by her natimegt their
lamentable cries came unto her eares, shee catheafat said, Behold, heere is shee for whom yowedepray
you torment your selves no more, cease your weepind by and by shee commaunded Zephyrus by the
appointment of her husband to bring then downetheeidid hee delay, for with gentle blasts he redithem up
and layd them softly in the valley. | am not aldeekpresse the often embracing, kissing and gigetiich was
betweene them three, all sorrows and tears wereldlye apart.

Come in (quoth Psyches) into our house, and refreghafflicted mindes with your sister.

After this she shewed them the storehouses ofureashee caused them to hear the voices whichdéer, the
bain was ready, the meats were brought in, and wienhad filled themselves with divine delecathsy
conceived great envy within their hearts, and drtbem being curious, did demand what her husbaas| of what
estate, and who was Lord of so pretious a houseP8iches remembring the promise which she had todoler
husband, feigned that hee was a young man, of gostegure, with a flaxen beard, and had great belighunting
in the hills and dales by. And lest by her londr¢ashe should be found to trip or faile in her v&grehe filled their
laps with gold, silver, and Jewels, and commandsgh¥rus to carry them away.

When they were brought up into the mountain, tlhveke their wayes homeward to their owne houses, and
murmured with envy that they bare against Psycdasng, Behold cruell and contrary fortune, behaav we,
borne all of one Parent, have divers destiniesebpécially we that are the elder two bee mardestrange
husbands, made as Handmaidens, and as it werdedriism our Countrey and friends. Whereas our geun
sister hath great abundance of treasure, and bétmga god to her husband, although shee hatkithb@w to use
so great plenty of riches. Saw you not sister we in the house, what great store of jewels, \glitdring robes,
what Gemmes, what gold we trod on? That if shee laatvusband according as she affirmeth, therenie tiat
liveth this day more happy in all the world thae sAnd so it may come to passe, that at lengtthigreat
affection which hee may beare unto her hee may rhaka goddesse: for by Hercules, such was heiteoance,
so she behaved her self, that as a goddesse skeibasd to serve her, and the winds did obey her.

But | poore wretch have first maried an husbanéreidan my father, more bald than a Coot, more edlakn a
child, and that locketh me up all day in the house.

Then said the other sister, And in faith | am netio a husband that hath the gout, twyfgld crooked, not
couragious in paying my debt, | am faine to rub amadlifie his stony fingers with divers sorts ofleg, and to wrap
them in playsters and salves, so that | soyle miyevend dainty hands with the corruption of filitiputs, not using
my selfe like a wife, but more like a servant. Arai my sister seem likewise to be in bondage andtsde,



wherefore | cannot abide to see our younger sisteuch great felicity; saw you not | pray you hpmudly and
arrogantly shee handled us even now? And how intimg her selfe she uttered her presumptuous mhale,she
cast a little gold into our laps, and being wedrgur company, commanded that we should be bordéokown
away?

Verily | live not, nor am a woman, but | will depé her of all her blisse. And if you my sister lseefar bent as |,
let us consult together, and not to utter our mitada@ny person, no not to our parents, nor tetl évar we saw her.
For it sufficeth that we have seene her, whomgergeth to have seene. Neither let us declaredut fprtune to
our father, nor to any other, since as they seeshbappy whose riches are unknowne: so shall sbe khat shee
hath sisters no Abjects, but worthier than she.

But now let us goe home to our husbands and pamreds, and when wee are better instructed, lettume to
suppresse her pride. So this evill counsell plediseske two evil women, and they hid the treasuremwRsyches
gave them, and tare their haire, renewing thesefalnd forged teares. When their father and matieeld them
weep and lament still, they doubled their sorrowed griefes, but full of yre and forced with Entlyey tooke their
voyage homeward, devising the slaughter and deg&truacf their sister.

In the meane season the husband of Psyches di& warragaine in the night with these words: Sé&est hot
(quoth he) what perill and danger evill fortunetdtitreaten unto thee, whereof if thou take not goeed it will
shortly come upon thee. For the unfaithfull hardé& greatly endeavor to set their snares to ¢htzh and their
purpose is to make and perswade thee to beholcaosy Which if thou once fortune to see, as | hdtendold, thou
shalt see no more. Wherfore if these naughty haggesed with wicked minds, doe chance to come aga@s |
thinke no otherwise but that they will) take heledttthou talke not with them, but simply sufferrtheo speake
what they will, howbeit if thou canst not refraitigy selfe, beware that thou have no communicatfahyohusband,
nor answer a word if they fortune to question of seewe will encrease our stocke, and this yournttander
childe, couched in this young and tender bellyhiri¢, if thou conceale my secrets, shall be madenarortall god,
otherwise a mortal creature. Then Psyches wasgladythat she should bring forth a divine babe, &y joyfull

in that she should be honored as a mother. Shemedkand numbered carefully the days and monthptisaed,
and beeing never with child before, did marvel gyethat in so short a time her belly should swebgy. But those
pestilent and wicked furies breathing out theirpf@atine poyson, took shippiifij to bring their enterprise to passe.
Then Psyches was warned again by her husbandsisdHi Behold the last day, the extream casett@ndnemies
of thy blood, hath armed themselves against ushe@it their campe, set their host in array, andremehing
towards us, for now thy two sisters have drawnrtbeirds, and are ready to slay thee. O with wiatef are we
assailed this day! O sweet Psyches | pray thezkpitty on thy selfe, of me, and deliver thy harshhand this
infant within thy belly from so great danger, are@ $10t, neither heare these cursed women, whichoangorthy to
be called thy sisters, for their great hatred amedith of sisterly amity, for they wil come like 8gs to the
mountains, and yeeld out their pittious and lamiaetaries. When Psyches had heard these wordssijtesl
sorrowfully and said, O deare husband, this longthave you had experience and triall of my faitid doubt you
not but that | will persever in the same, wherefmssmand your winde Zephyrus, that hee may doeadath
done before, to the intent that where you haveggthme not to behold your venerable face, yetlthaty comfort
my selfe with the sight of my sisters. | pray youtbese beautifull haires, by these round cheeksate and tender,
by your pleasant hot breast, whose shape and fewalllearne at length by the childe in my bedjsant the fruit of
my desire, refresh your deare Spowse Psyches ayittwiho is bound and linked unto you for everttldiesteeme
to see your visage and figure, little doe | reghardnight and darkenesse thereof, for you are rylyint.

Her husband being as it were inchanted with theselsvand compelled by violence of her often eminigaoiviping
away her teares with his haire, did yeeld untoaifs. And when morning came, departed as hee wasséamed to
doe.

Now her sisters arrived on land, and never reditéttety came to the rock, without visiting theirrpats, and leapt
down rashly from the hill themselves. Then Zephyacasording to the divine commandment brought themnd
though it were against his wil, and laid them ia thally without any harm: by and by they went itlte palace to
their sister without leave, and when they had efteoembraced their prey, and thanked her witrefiaty words for
the treasure which she gave them, they said, Gedséster Psyches, know you that you are now no maactelde,
but a mother: O what great joy beare you unto yeur belly? What a comfort will it be unto all theuse? How
happy shall we be, that shall see this Infant retwed amongst so great plenty of Treasure? Thatliehlike his
parents, as it is necessary he should, there @uabt but a new Cupid shall be borne. By this kinfimeanes they
went about to winne Psyches by little and littlet because they were wearie with travell, they saen downe in
chaires, and after that they had washed their Badibaines they went into a Parlour, where aliikiof meats were
ready prepared. Psyches commanded one to playhisitiarpe, it was done. Then immediately otherg sathers



tuned their instruments, but no person was segn@hbse sweet harmony and modulation the sistePspthes
were greatly delighted.

Howbeit the wickednesse of these cursed women wadisng suppressed by the sweet noyse of theseimstits,
but they setled themselves to worke their treasgainst Psyches, demanding who was her husbanaf avitht
Parentage. Then shee having forgotten by too muoghlisity, what she had spoken before of her hudbarvented
a new answer, and said that her husband was e grovince, a merchant, and a man of a middleteyéng his
beard intersparsed with gray haires. Which whee $lael spoken (because she would have no furtlkey) sthe
filled their laps full of Gold and Silver, and bft&phyrus to bear them away.

In their returne homeward they murmured within teelwes, saying, How say you sister to so apparbm af
Psyches? First she sayd that her husband was g yeam of flourishing yeares, and had a flaxen hesard now
she sayth that he is halfe gray with age. Whaeithht in so short a space can become so old? Nalufisde it no
otherwise my sister, but that either this curseelape hath invented a great lie, or else that sher saw the shape
of her husband. And if it be so that she never Isiamy then verily she is married to some god, artti hayong god
in her belly. But if it be a divine babe, and foréuto come to the eares of my mother (as God fatisidould) then
may | go and hang my selfe: wherfore let us gouloparents, and with forged lies let us colourrtater.

After they were thus inflamed, and had visitedrtiRgrents, they returned againe to the mountaimebg the ayd
of the winde Zephyrus were carried downe into thkey, and after they had streined their eye lidgnforce
themselves to weepe, they called unto Psychesssaint, Thou (ignorant of so great evill) thinkést selfe sure
and happy, and sittest at home nothing regardin@éhil, whereas wee goe about thy affaires, andarefull lest
any harme should happen unto you: for we are cietliformed, neither can we but utter it unto ythat there is a
great serpent full of deadly poyson, with a ravenand gaping throat, that lieth with thee everhhi@emember
the Oracle of Apollo, who pronounced that thou $tiest be married to a dire and fierce Serpent,raady of the
Inhabitants hereby, and such as hunt about indheteey, affirme that they saw him yesternight meitog from
pasture and swimming over the River, whereby they uhdoubtedly say, that hee will not pamper theg Wwith
delicate meats, but when the time of delivery shpfiroach he will devoure both thee and thy childerefore
advise thy selfe whether thou wilt agree unto as$ #ine carefull of thy safety, and so avoid thellpgfrdeath, and
bee contented to live with thy sisters, or whetheu wilt remaine with the Serpent, and in the badwallowed
into the gulfe of his body. And if it be so thaytbolitary life, thy conversation with voices, ttasrvile and
dangerous pleasure, and the love of the Serpenihdoe delight thee, say not but that we have plalyegarts of
naturall sisters in warning thee.

Then the poore and simple miser Psyches was moasitkedhe feare of so dreadfull words, and being zedan her
mind, did cleane forget the admonitions of her lamsh and her owne promises made unto him, and ihgolrer
selfe headlong into extreame misery, with a wamtesallow countenance, scantly uttering a thirddyat length
gan say in this sort: O my most deare sistersaittg thanke you for your great kindnesse towar] and | am
now verily perswaded that they which have inforrged hereof hath informed you of nothing but trudtr,| never
saw the shape of my husband, neither know | frorangk he came, only | heare his voice in the nighttmuch
that | have an uncertaine husband, and one thatiawt the light of day: which causeth me to sosfiet he is a
beast, as you affirme. Moreover, | doe greatlydaarsee him, for he doth menace and threaten gvédhtinto mee,
if 1 should goe about to spy and behold his shaperefore my loving sisters if you have any wholsasmaedy for
your sister in danger, give it now presently. Thezy opened the gates of their subtill mindes,@dddgut away all
privy guile, and egged her forward in her fearefndught, perswading her to doe as they would have
whereupon one of them began and sayd, Becauseledittle esteeme any perill or danger, to saug Jife, we
intend to shew you the best way and meane as weossjbly do. Take a sharpe razor and put it utigepillow
of your bed; and see that you have ready a privgibg lampe with oyle, hid under some part of theding of the
chamber, and finely dissembling the matter whemmting to his custome hee commeth to bed and dleepe
soundly, arise you secretly, and with your bare §ee and take the lampe, with the Razor in yaghtrhand, and
with valiant force cut off the head of the poysosserpent, wherein we will aid and assist you:\&hdn by the
death of him you shall be made safe, we wil maoy o some comely man.

After they had thus inflamed the heart of theitesi¢earing lest some danger might happen unto tiyeneason of
their evill counsell, they were carried by the witepbhyrus to the top of the mountaine, and so thayaway and
tooke shipping.

When Psyches was left alone (saving that she seaaidd be alone, being stirred by so many furél®) was in a
tossing minde like the waves of the sea, and adthdwer wil was obstinate, and resisted to put acaton the
counsell of her Sisters, yet she was in doubtfudl divers opinions touching her calamity. Sometghe would,
sometime she would not, sometime she is bold, Somaethe feareth, sometime shee mistrusteth, sonstiaés



mooved, somtime she hateth the beast, somtimeosbthlher husband: but at length night came, wkesha
prepared for her wicked intent.

Soon after her husband came, and when he had kisseeimbraced her he fell asleep. Then Psychesysaim
feeble in body and mind, yet mooved by crueltyaiéj received boldnes and brought forth the larapd,tooke the
razor, so by her audacity she changed her mindwbah she took the lamp and came to the bed didesaw the
most meeke and sweetest beast of all beasts, aiverCiupid couched fairly, at whose sight the \‘argpe
encreased his light for joy, and the razor turniscedge.

But when Psyches saw so glorious a body shee gfeatled, and amazed in mind, with a pale counemati
trembling fel on her knees and thought to hiderétzer, yea verily in her owne heart, which doulséeshe had
done, had it not through feare of so great an priger fallen out of her hand. And when she sawtsaiteld the
beauty of the divine visage shee was well recreiatéer mind, she saw his haires of gold, thatgeglout a sweet
savor, his neck more white than milk, his purpleeis, his haire hanging comely behinde and befioee,
brightnesse whereof did darken the light of thedahis tender plume feathers, dispersed upon loiglgérs like
shining flours, and trembling hither and thitherddis other parts of his body so smooth and s thait it did not
repent Venus to beare such a childe. At the bextddg his bow, quiver, and arrowes, that be thepees of so
great a god: which when Psyches did curiously likteie marvelling at her husbands weapons, toolobiine
arrows out of the quiver, and pricked her selféhalit wherwith she was so grievously wounded thathlood
followed, and thereby of her owne accord shee attdedupon love; then more broyling in the loveGafpid shee
embraced him and kissed him a thousand timesnfipthie measure of his sleepe. But alas while slaseimthis
great joy, whether it were for envy, for desiradach this amiable body likewise, there fell owrappe of burning
oyle from the lampe upon the right shoulder ofgbd. O rash and bold lampe, the vile ministeryootl how
darest thou bee so bold as to burne the god &ifel When as he invented thee, to the intentahdbvers might
with more joy passe the nights in pleasure.

The god beeing burned in this sort, and perceithiag promise and faith was broken, hee fled awalyoumi
utterance of any word, from the eyes and handssahbst unhappy wife. But Psyches fortuned to chtohas hee
was rising, by the right thigh, and held him fashae flew above in the aire, untill such time @sstrained by
wearinesse she let goe and fell downe upon thengrddut Cupid followed her downe, and lighted uploa top of a
Cypresse tree, and angerly spake unto her in thimar: O simple Psyches, consider with thy selfe hdittle
regarding the commandement of my mother (who wittezk that thou shouldst bee married to a man & had
miserable condition) did come my selfe from heateelove thee, and wounded myne owne body with noper
weapons, to have thee to my Spowse: And did | seeb@ast unto thee, that thou shouldst go abauuttoff my
head with a razor, who loved thee so well? Didlraltvayes give thee a charge? Did not | gently thidle to
beware? But those cursed aiders and Counselldhénef shalt be sufficiently punished by my abseighen hee
had spoken these words he tooke his flight intcaihe2 Then Psyches fell flat on the ground, anbiag as she
could see her husband she cast her eyes aftentdrthe aire, weeping and lamenting pitteously:vooén hee was
gone out of her sight shee threw her selfe intanthd running river, for the great anguish and dolbat shee was
in for the lack of her husband; howbeit the wateuld not suffer her to be drowned, but tooke pifyn her, in the
honour of Cupid which accustomed to broyle and &uhe river, and threw her upon the bank amongshénbs.
Then Pan the rusticall god sitting on the riveesieimbracing and [instructing] the goddesse Cammhane her
songs and pipes, by whom were feeding the youndeardter Goats, after that he perceived Psychasrinwsfull
case, not ignorant (I know not by what meanes)ofrhiserable estate, endeavored to pacifie hérigrsort: O faire
maid, | am a rusticke and rude heardsman, howlgeaitdson of my old age expert in many things, fofaare as |
can learne by conjecture (which according as wise doe terme is called divination) | perceive buryoncertaine
gate, your pale hew, your sobbing sighes, and watiery eyes, that you are greatly in love. Wheeefogarken to
me, and goe not about to slay your selfe, nor weepat all, but rather adore and worship the ggeatCupid, and
winne him unto you by your gentle promise of segvic

When the god of Shepheards had spoken these vatrelgave no answer, but made reverence to himaagdd,
and so departed.

After that Psyches had gone a little way, she fartbunawares to come to a city where the husbaodeodf her
Sisters did dwell. Which when Psyches did undetstahee caused that her sister had knowledge afdmeming,
and so they met together, and after great embragidgsalutation, the sister of Psyches demaundechtinse of her
travell thither. Marry (quoth she) doe you not rember the counsell you gave me, whereby you wouwdd Itshould
kill the beast which under colour of my husbandlagidvith mee every night? You shall understandf s soone as
| brought forth the lampe to see and behold hipshbperceived that he was the sonne of Venus €upid
himselfe that lay with mee. Then | being strickethvgreat pleasure, and desirous to embrace hioidcwt
thoroughly asswage my delight, but alas by evidrate the boyling oyle of the lampe fortuned to dalhis



shoulder, which caused him to awake, and seeingrmed with fire and weapons, gan say, How darest e so
bold to doe so great a mischiefe? depart from ngi@e such things as thou didst bring: for | wilve thy sister
(and named you) to my wife, and she shall be placéily felicity, and by and by hee commaunded Zep$ to
carry me away from the bounds of his house.

Psyches had scantly finished her tale, but thergisérced with the pricke of carnall desire andked envy, ran
home, and feigning to her husband that shee had ead of the death of her parents, tooke shippimd came to
the mountaine. And although there blew a contrande; yet being brought in a vaine hope, she c@qupid
take me a more worthy wife, and thou Zephyrus bdavene thy mistresse, and so she cast her seltdameafrom
the mountaine: but shee fell not into the valleifhe alive nor dead, for all the members and pafrtser body were
torn amongst the rockes, wherby she was made aupteythe birds and wild beasts, as she worthigedesd.
Neither was the vengeance of the other delayed®dgches travelling in that country, fortuned tonecto another
city where her other sister did dwel; to whom wisee had declared all such things as she toldrtother sister,
shee ran likewise unto the rock and was slainigéndort. Then Psyches travelled about in the aeyrib seeke her
husband Cupid, but he was gotten into his mothessnber, and there bewailed the sorrowful wound whie
caught by the oyle of a burning lamp.

Then the white bird the Gull, which swims on theves of the water, flew toward the Ocean sea, wher®und
Venus washing and bathing her selfe: to whom sktaded that her son was burned and in danger dafhdead
moreover that it was a common brute in the moutbvefy person (who spake evill of all the familyM#nus) that
her son doth nothing but haunt the harlots in temtain, and she her selfe lasciviously use toirytiie sea:
wherby they say that they are now become no matkogis, pleasant, nor gentle, but incivile, monstérand
horrible. Moreover, that marriages are not for amjty, or for love of procreation, but full of enwjiscord, and
debate. This the curious Gul did clatter in thesedrVenus, reprehending her son. But Venus bemgarytand sayd,
What hath my sonne gotten any Love? | pray thedlgbird that doest serve me so faithfully, tell wieat she is,
and what is her name that hath troubled my sonéh sort? whether shee be any of the Nymphs, dfitheer of
the goddesses, of the company of the Muses, dreafiistery of the Graces? To whom the bird answeéviedlam |
know not what shee is, but this | know that sheaited Psyches. Then Venus with indignation criet] /hat is it
she? the usurper of my beauty, the Vicar of my riavivdat did he think that | was a bawd, by whosevshe fell
acquainted with the maid? And immediately she degaaind went to her chamber, where she found mer so
wounded as it was told unto her, whom when shelbetie cries [sic] out in this sort.

Is this an honest thing, is this honourable toghgents? is this reason, that thou hast violatddbaoken the
commandement of thy mother and soveraign mistresgbwhereas thou shouldst have vexed my enemy with
loathsom love, thou hast done otherwise?

For beeing of tender and unripe yeares, thou hilstt@o licentious appetite embraced my most mbRag, to
whome | shall bee made a mother, and shee a Daughte

Thou presumest and thinkest, thou trifling boyutBarlet, and without all reverence, that thouraoist worthy and
excellent, and that | am not able by reason of mageeto have another son, which if | should hawa tshouldst
well understand that | would beare a more worttiian thou. But to worke thee a greater despigio, determine
to adopt one of my servants, and to give him thésgs, this fire, this bow, and these Arrowes, aliebther
furniture which | gave to thee, not to this purpaseither is any thing given thee of thy fathertfas intent: but
first thou hast been evill brought up, and insteddn thy youth thou hast thy hands ready and shdrpou hast
often offended thy antients, and especially me @inathy mother, thou hast pierced mee with thysjainbu
contemnest me as a widow, neither dost thou retgrdaliant and invincible father, and to anger mare, thou art
amorous of harlots and wenches: but | will cause ttou shalt shortly repent thee, and that thigiage shal be
dearely bought. To what point am [I] now driven? &t/khall | do? Whither shall | goe? How shall Inegse this
beast? Shall | aske ayd of myne enemy Sobrietynwhioave often offended to engender thee? Or skaltke for
counsel of every poore rusticall woman? No, no,| yetd rather dye, howbeit | will not cease my vesnce, to her
must | have recourse for helpe, and to none otheeéne to Sobriety), who may correct thee sharpake away
thy quiver, deprive thee of thy arrowes, unbenditbw, quench thy fire, and which is more subduehibgy with
punishment: and when that | have rased and cuhisfthy haire, which | have dressed with myne oWwaeds, and
made to glitter like gold, and when | have clippled wings, which | my selfe have caused to burgeen shall |
thinke to have revenged my selfe sufficiently uplmee for the injury which thou hast done. When dtespoken
these words shee departed in a great rage out chaenber.

Immediatelie as she was going away came Juno ares Qemaunding the cause of her anger. Then Venus
answered, Verily you are come to comfort my sorrbowt, | pray you with all diligence to seeke out avi@se name
is Psyches, who is a vagabond, and runneth abe@dhkintries, and (as | thinke) you are not ignoaditihe brute of
my son Cupid, and of his demeanour, which | ammslabto declare. Then they understanding the whaktem



endeavoured to mitigate the ire of Venus in this: &&'hat is the cause Madam, or how hath your sooffended,
that you shold [sic] so greatly accuse his love, lblame him by reason that he is amorous? and i@ you
seeke the death of her, whom he doth fancie? Wé momsbly intreat you to pardon his fault, if heevda@ccorded
to the mind of any maiden: what do you not know tiais a young man? Or have you forgotten of whates he
is? Doth he seeme alwayes unto you to be a chifde?are his mother, and a kind woman, will you daunlly
search out his dalliance? Will you blame his lu@uwill you bridle his love? and will you repreheymur owne art
and delights in him? What God or man is hee, thatendure that you should sowe or disperse your gdeve in
every place, and to make restraint thereof witlinryowne doores? certes you will be the causeeo$tippression
of the publike paces of young Dames. In this dost joddesse endeavoured to pacifie her mind,@erdduse
Cupid with al their power (although he were absémtfeare of his darts and shafts of love. But ¥&would in no
wise asswage her heat, but (thinking that theyatider trifle and taunt at her injuries) she deghftom them, and
tooke her voiage towards the sea in all hastehdmieane season Psyches hurled her selfe hith¢hithet, to
seeke her husband, the rather because she thbagffthe would not be appeased with the sweeefiabf his
wife, yet he would take mercy on her at her seraild continuall prayers. And (espying a Churchhentop of a
high hill) she said, What can | tell whether my tbarsd and master be there or no? wherefore shethdrrward,
and with great paine and travell, moved by hoper @fiat she climbed to the top of the mountaihe,espied
sheffes of corn lying on a heap, blades witherat garlands, and reeds of barly, moreover she smkd sithes,
sickles, and other instruments, to reape, but etréng lay out of order, and as it were cast irth®y hands of
laborers, which when Psyches saw she gathereddupurevery thing in order, thinking that she wontit despise
or contemne the temples of any of the Gods, bheraget the favour and benevolence of them allarxyby Ceres
came in, and beholding her busie and curious irchapell, cried out a far off, and said, O Psyateedfull of
mercy, Venus searcheth for thee in every placevwenge her selfe and to punish thee grievouslythout hast
more mind to be heere, and carest for nothing Jeéksa [sic] for thy safety. Then Psyches fell @n knees before
her, watring her feet with her teares, wiping theund with her haire, and with great weeping amadelatation
desired pardon, saying, O great and holy Goddégsay thee by thy plenteous and liberall right dhaoy the
joyfull ceremonies of thy harvest, by the secrétthy Sacrifice, by the flying chariots of thy diaggs, by the tillage
of the ground of Sicilie, which thou hast inventbg the marriage of Proserpin, by the diligent iisgion of thy
daughter, and by the other secrets which are wittériemple of Eleusis in the land of Athens, tpitgy on me thy
servant Psyches, and let me hide my selfe a fewsdamongst these sheffes of corne, untill thefisn@reat a
Goddesse be past, or untill that | be refreshadyofreat labour and travell. Then answered Cereggly Psyches,
| am greatly moved by thy prayers and teares, astelwith all my heart to aide thee, but if | skibsuffer thee to
be hidden here, | should increase the displeadurs €osin, with whom | have made a treatie of geand an
ancient promise of amity: wherefore | advise theedapart hence and take it not in evil part in thaill not suffer
thee to abide and remaine here within my templenTPsyches driven away contrary to her hope, wakldo
afflicted with sorrow, and so she returned backiragaAnd behold she perceived a far off in a vallyemple
standing within a Forest, faire and curiously wrotij@nd minding to over-passe no place whitherebéibpe did
direct her, and to the intent she would desire gauaf every God, she approached nigh unto the datwere,
whereas she saw pretious riches and vestimen@vegwith letters of gold, hanging upon branchetsess, and
the posts of the temple testifying the name ofgbeédesse Juno, to whom they were dedicate, thekngeded
downe upon her knees, and imbraced the Alter watthlands, and wiping her teares, gan pray in this © deere
spouse and sister of the great God Jupiter whichdmred and worshipped amongst the great tempgarmos,
called upon by women with child, worshipped at higdrthage, because thou wast brought from heavéimeblyon,
the rivers of the floud Inachus do celebrate tla@el know that thou art the wife of the great godi #he goddesse
of goddesses; all the east part of the world hage in veneration, all the world calleth thee Lacihpray thee to
be my advocate in my tribulations, deliver me fritva great danger which pursueth me, and save rmarthaveary
with so long labours and sorrow, for | know thasithou that succorest and helpest such womereasith child
and in danger. Then Juno hearing the prayers afffeésy appeared unto her in all her royalty, sayilegtes Psyches
| would gladly help thee, but | am ashamed to dpthing contrary to the will of my daughter in la¥enus, whom
alwaies | have loved as mine owne child, moreowrall incurre the danger of the law, intitul@&sk servo
corrupto, whereby | am forbidden to retaine any servanitifeey against the will of his Master. Then Psychast
off likewise by Juno, as without all hope of theaeery of her husband, reasoned with her selfligngort: Now
what comfort or remedy is left to my afflictionshen as my prayers will nothing availe with the geskbs? what
shall I do? whither shall | go? In what cave oraasse shall | hide my selfe, to avoid the furovehus? Why do |
not take a good heart, and offer my selfe with Hitimunto her, whose anger | have wrought? What kimow
whether he (whom | seeke for) be in his mothershar no? Thus being in doubt, poore Psyches pgdpear selfe
to her owne danger, and devised how she might makerison and prayer unto Venus. After that Vemas weary



with searching by Sea and Land for Psyches, shemesl toward heaven, and commanded that one shogpdre
her Chariot, which her husband Vulcanus gave uetdk reason of marriage, so finely wrought thathee gold
nor silver could be compared to the brightnessmth&our white pigeons guided the chariot withagrdiligence,
and when Venus was entred in, a number of sparrewschirping about, making signe of joy, andater kind
of birds sang sweetly, foreshewing the commindhefdreat goddesse: the clouds gave place, thereapened,
and received her joyfully, the birds that followeathing feared the Eagle, Hawkes, or other ravefmules of the
aire. Incontinently she went unto the royall Pala¢ God Jupiter, and with a proud and bold petiiemanded the
service of Mercury, in certaine of her affairesandunto Jupiter consented: then with much joy sleseended
from Heaven with Mercury, and gave him an earnbatge to put in execution her words, saying: O mytiger,
borne in Arcadia, thou knowest well, that | (who iy sister) did never enterprise to doe any thiftgout thy
presence, thou knowest also how long | have sdoglat girle and cannot finde her, wherefore theath nothing
else save that thou with thy trumpet doe pronotinegeward to such as take her: see thou put icutiee my
commandment, and declare that whatsoever he beetiagiieth her wittingly, against my will shall ragfend
himselfe by any meane or excusation: which wherhsitespoken, she delivered unto him a libell, wimenas
contained the name of Psyches, and the residue piiblication, which done, she departed away tdduging. By
and by, Mercurius (not delaying the matter) proukd throughout all the world that whatsoever heeewileat could
tell any tydings of a Kings fugitive Daughter, thervant of Venus, named Psyches, should bring teokdiercury,
and for reward of his paines, he should receiveeseaweet kisses of Venus. After that Mercury hamhpunced
these things, every man was enflamed with desised&och out Psyches.

This proclamation was the cause that put all dénaloh Psyches, who was scantly come in the sigth@house of
Venus, but one of her servants called Custome cameavho espying Psyches, cried out with a loudceogaying,
O wicked harlot as thou art, now at length thoutdtreow that thou hast a mistresse above thee. VWoat thou
make thy selfe ignorant, as though thou didst moesstand what travell wee have taken in seardointpee? | am
glad that thou art come into my hands, thou art mothe gulfe of hell, and shalt abide the painé panishment of
thy great contumacy, and therewithall she tookeblyghe haire, and brought her in, before the presef the
goddesse Venus. When Venus spied her, shee betarmgtg and as angry persons accustome to doshshked
her head, and scratched her right eare sayingddegse, goddesse, you are now come at lengthitymis
husband that is in danger of death, by your medmesyou assured, | will handle you like a daughtéiere be my
maidens, Sorrow and Sadnesse? To whom (when timeg)che delivered Psyches to be cruelly tormeiheaf
they fulfilled the commandement of their Mistressied after they had piteously scourged her witls i@t whips,
they presented her againe before Venus; then gjantie laugh againe, saying: Behold she thinkdidt ¢hy reason
of her great belly, which she hath gotten by plgyime whore) to move me to pitty, and to make rgeaadmother
to her childe. Am not | happy, that in the flouiigitime of al mine age, shall be called a grandmgtand the
sonne of a vile harlot shall bee accounted the epf Venus: Howbeit | am a foole to tearm him bg hame of
my son, since as the marriage was made betweeg@alhpersons, in the field without withesses, aatlby the
consent of parents, wherefore the marriage isiifegte, and the childe (that shall be borne) ddrdsif we fortune
to suffer thee to live so long till thou be deligdr When Venus had spoken these words she leapadhgp face of
poore Psyches, and (tearing her apparell) tookéyére haire, and dashed her head upon the grdinesh she
tooke a great quantity of wheat, of barly, poppgdee peason, lintles, and beanes, and mingled @éltegether on a
heape saying: Thou evil favoured girle, thou se¢mesble to get the grace of thy lover, by no otheanes, but
only by diligent and painefull service, whereforill prove what thou canst doe: see that thou ispaall these
graines one from another disposing them orderthé@ir quantity, and let it be done before night.aftshe had
appointed this taske unto Psyches, she depargedteat banket that was prepared that day. Butiesywent not
about to dissever the graine, (as being a thinggsible to be brought to passe by reason it laypsfusedly
scattered) but being astonyed at the cruell comeraedt of Venus, sate still and said nothing. Tihenlittle
pismire[*] the emote, taking pitty of her great difficultydalabour, cursing the cruellnesse of the daugHter o
Jupiter, and of so evill a mother, ran about, hitired thither, and called to all her friends, Yecl sons of the
ground, the mother of all things, take mercy oB gfoore maid, espouse to Cupid, who is in greagelaof her
person, | pray you helpe her with all diligenceedntinently one came after another, disseveringdividing the
graine, and after that they had put each kindewofein order, they ranne away againe in all hateen night
came, Venus returned home from the banket weldgpplith wine, smelling of balme, and crowned wittrlgnds
of roses, who when shee had espied what Psychedoinad gan say, This is not the labour of thy hahdsrather
of his that is amorous of thee: then shee gava morsel of brown bread, and went to sleep. Imiban season,
Cupid was closed fast in the surest chamber ofitluse, partly because he should not hurt himsétf wanton
dalliance, and partly because he should not spaékéhis love: so these two lovers were divided &moen another.
When night was passed Venus called Psyches, amd3ssst thou yonder Forest that extendeth oenigth with



the river? there be great sheepe shining like goid,kept by no manner of person. | command thetethlou go
thither and bring me home some of the wooll ofttifleieces. Psyches arose willingly not to do henemndement,
but to throw her selfe headlong into the waterrtd ker sorrows. Then a green reed inspired by éiiigpiration,
with a gratious tune and melody gan say, O Psychesy thee not to trouble or pollute my water bg tleath of
thee, and yet beware that thou goe not towardgethible sheepe of this coast, untill such timehesheat of the
sunne be past, for when the sunne is in his féhes seeme they most dreadfull and furious, widir ttharpe
hornes, their stony foreheads and their gapingatsravherewith they arme themselves to the degsruof
mankinde. But untill they have refreshed themseirdke river, thou maist hide thy selfe here by, omaer this
great plaine tree, and as soone as their greaidyrgst, thou maist goe among the thickets antddsugnder the
wood side and gather the lockes their golden Fieeghich thou shalt finde hanging up on the briéten spake
the gentle and benigne reed, shewing a mean td&syo save her life, which she bore well in memang with
all diligence went and gathered up such lockesias found, and put them in her apron, and carhiechthome to
Venus. Howbeit the danger of this second laboundidblease her, nor give her sufficient witnessine good
service of Psyches, but with a sower resemblantaughter, did say: Of a certaine | know that thisot thy fact,
but I will prove if that thou bee of so stout, saod a courage, and singular prudency as thou sé¢ories. Then
Venus spake unto Psyches againe saying: Seestithaooppe of yonder great Hill, from whence theneneth
downe waters of blacke and deadly colour, whictrisbeth the floods of Stix, Cocytus? | charge tteegoe
thither, and bring me a vessell of that water: ehéthall she gave her a bottle of Christall, mengand
threatening her rigorously. Then poor Psyches weall haste to the top of the mountaine, rathesrid her life,
then [sic] to fetch any water, and when she wasecamto the ridge of the hill, she perceived thatas impossible
to bring it to passe: for she saw a great rockéiggsout most horrible fountaines of waters, whiah downe and
fell by many stops and passages into the vallegitn on each side shee did see great Dragond) wigic
stretching out their long and bloody Neckes, thdtratver sleepe, but appointed to keepe the rhaxet the waters
seemed to themselves likewise saying, Away, awawgtwilt thou doe? flie, flie, or else thou wilt BRine. Then
Psyches (seeing the impossibility of this affag&)od still as though she were transformed inttmiaes and
although she was present in body, yet was she simsgpirit and sense, by reason of the greatlpehich she saw,
insomuch that she could not comfort her self witteping, such was the present danger that she waatithe
royall bird of great Jupiter, the Eagle remembifiigjold service which he had done, when as by tiokeof Cupid
he brought up the boy Ganimedes, to the heavehg twade butler of Jupiter, and minding to shewlikeeservice
in the person of the wife of Cupid, came from tighkhouse of the Skies, and said unto Psychesnplsiwoman
without all experience, doest thou thinke to gediprup any drop of this dreadfull water? No, neswae thy selfe
thou art never able to come nigh it, for the Gdusriselves do greatly feare at the sight thereoaityWave you not
heard, that it is a custome among men to sweatkebpuissance of the Gods, and the Gods do swgdheb
majesty of the river Stix? But give me thy botded sodainly he tooke it, and filled it with thetesaof the river,
and taking his flight through those cruell and Hderdragons, brought it unto Psyches: who beirng jayfull
thereof, presented it to Venus, who would not yeappeased, but menacing more and more said, Whbat,
seemest unto me a very witch and enchauntressdyrthgest these things to passe, howbeit thou dioahothing
more. Take this box and to Hell to Proserpina, desire her to send me a little of her beauty, ashnas will serve
me the space of one day, and say that such asi$ lsadsumed away since my sonne fell sicke, butme againe
quickly, for I must dresse my selfe therewithalidayoe to the Theatre of the Gods: then poore Rsypérceived
the end of all fortune, thinking verely that shewld never returne, and not without cause, wheshasvas
compelled to go to the gulfe and furies of hell. &#fore without any further delay, she went uprtdnigh tower to
throw her selfe downe headlong (thinking that iswlze next and readiest way to hell) but the taiaerinspired)
spake unto her saying, O poore miser, why goest #fout to slay thy selfe? Why dost thou rashlyd/eeto thy
last perill and danger? know thou that if thy gdie once separated from thy body, thou shalt ggelto hell, but
never to returne againe, wherefore harken untouaegdemon a Citie in Greece is not farre hencehgo thither
and enquire for the hill Tenarus, whereas thoutgimal a hold [sic] leading to hell, even to thdlRee of Pluto, but
take heede thou go not with emptie hands to tteatepdf darknesse: but carrie two sppsodden in the flour of
barley and Honney in thy hands, and two halfepémtiey mouth. And when thou hast passed a goodagbdiniat
way, thou shalt see a lame Asse carrying of wond,aalame fellow driving him, who will desire theegive him
up the sticks that fall downe, but passe thou @hdmnothing; by and by thou shalt come unto arrdfénell,
whereas Charon is ferriman, who will first have faige paied him, before he will carry the soulesrahe river in
his boat, whereby you may see that avarice raigmeibngst the dead, neither Charon nor Pluto wikuap thing
for nought: for if it be a poore man that would g@mever and lacketh money, he shal be compelldietm his
journey before they will shew him any reliefe, wéiere deliver to carraine Charon one of the haléegfhich
thou bearest for thy passage) and let him receivetiof thy mouth. And it shall come to passehamitsittest in the



boat thou shalt see an old man swimming on thetabpe river, holding up his deadly hands, andritggithee to
receive him into the barkg] , but have no regard to his piteous cry: when #dudyassed over the floud, thou shalt
espie old women spinning, who will desire theedtph them, but beware thou do not consent unto theany
case, for these and like baits and traps will Veseido make thee let fall one of thy sops, anckéhinot that the
keeping of thy sops is a light matter, for if tHease one of them thou shalt be assured nevetumesagaine to
this world. Then shalt thou see a great and manvaitiogge, with three heads, barking continualthetsoules of
such as enter in, but he can do them no other hdrenéeth day and night before the gate of Prasarmnd
keepeth the house of Pluto with great diligencayhtom if thou cast one of thy sops, thou maist reseesse to
Proserpina without all danger: shee will make theed cheere, and entertaine thee with delicateavaeat drinke,
but sit thou upon the ground, and desire brownadyrand then declare thy message unto her, and thbarhast
received such beauty as she giveth, in thy retappease the rage of the dogge with thy other swhgive thy
other halfe penny to covetous Charon, and comeaine way againe into the world as thou wentestabave all
things have a regard that thou looke not in theebarither be not too curious about the treasutkeoflivine
beauty. In this manner the tower spake unto Psyemesadvertised her what she should do: and inatedgishe
tooke two halfe pence, two sops, and all thingessary, and went to the mountaine Tenarus to garttsahell.
After that Psyches had passed by the lame Ass@ hgaihalfe pennie for passage, neglected the aldimthe
river, denyed to helpe the woman spinning, anddithe ravenous mouth of the dogge with a sop, chee to the
chamber of Proserpina, onely contented with colread, declared her message, and after she reaeivgdticall
secret in a boxe, she departed, and stopped thenrabthe dogge with the other sop, and paied ta-man the
other halfe penny. When Psyches was returned frelimth the light of the world, shee was ravishdathwreat
desire, saying, Am not | a foole, that knowing thaarrie heere the divine beauty, will not taki@tke thereof to
garnish my face, to please my love withall? Andabg by shee opened the boxe where she could pemeiv
beauty nor any thing else, save onely an infearadl deadly sleepe, which immediately invaded allihhembers as
soone as the boxe was uncovered, in such sorshkeatfell downe upon the ground, and lay thereshsegping
corps.

But Cupid being now healed of his wound and Malad@g able to endure the absence of Psyches, goséiretly
out at a window of the chamber where hee was ead|a@nd (receiving his wings,) tooke his flight tods his
loving wife, whom when he had found, hee wiped atieysleepe from her face, and put it againe imddoxe,
and awaked her with the tip of one of his arrovagirsg: O wretched Caitife, behold thou wert welimiperished
againe, with the overmuch curiositie: well, goeuhand do thy message to my Mother, and in the seaason, |
wil provide for all things accordingly: wherewittéle tooke his flight into the aire, and Psychesulght her present
to Venus.

Cupid being more and more in love with Psyches,faadng the displeasure of his Mother, did peante the
heavens, and arrived before Jupiter to declarechise: then Jupiter after that hee had eftsooneaemdh him, gan
say in this manner: O my well beloved sonne, algiioiinou haste not given due reverence and hondarmoe as
thou oughtest to doe, but haste rather spoiledramuohded this my brest (whereby the laws and oréigreo
Elements and Planets be disposed) with contingallalts, of Terren luxury and against all laws, daeddiscipline
Julia, and the utility of the publike weale, innséorming my divine beauty into serpents, fire, s beasts, birds,
and into Bulles: Howbeit remembring my modesty, #rat | have nourished thee with mine owne propeds, |
will doe and accomplish all thy desire, so thatitleanst beware of spitefull and envious personsl. iRthere be
any excellent Maiden of comely beauty in the worimember yet the benefit which | shall shew uhtetby
recompence of her love towards me againe. Wheratepoken these words he commanded Mercury taltétie
gods to counsell, and if any of the celestiall psagid faile of appearance he would be condemnéehinthousand
pounds: which sentence was such a terrour to@ljjtiidesses, that the high Theatre was repleniahddlupiter
began to speake in this sort: O yee gods, regigtréite bookes of the Muses, you all know this ypuaman Cupid
whom | have nourished with mine owne hands, whageg flames of his first youth, | thought besbtalle and
restraine. It sufficeth that hee is defamed in gyace for his adulterous living, wherefore altasion ought to bee
taken away by meane of marriage: he hath chosesidemthat fancieth him well, and hath bereavechéer
virginity, let him have her still, and possesse &erording to his owne pleasure: then he returoétehus, and
said, And you my daughter, take you no care, nefémre the dishonour of your progeny and estaigher have
regard in that it is a mortall marriage, for it sexth unto me just, lawfull, and legitimate by theIcivill.
Incontinently after, Jupiter commanded Mercury timdp up Psyches, the spouse of Cupid, into theaPalbf
heaven. And then he tooke a pot of immortality, aaid, Hold Psyches, and drinke, to the end thastrha
immortall, and that Cupid may be thine everlastingband. By and by the great banket and marriag feas
sumptuously prepared, Cupid sate downe with hisedg@ouse betweene his armes: Juno likewise witefuand
all the other gods in order, Ganimedes filled theg# Jupiter, and Bacchus served the rest. Thaike was Nectar,



the wine of the gods, Vulcanus prepared suppehainers decked up the house with roses and othestssmells,
the graces threw about blame, the Muses sang witktsharmony, Apollo tuned pleasantly to the HakEnus
danced finely: Satirus and Paniscus plaid on hipies; and thus Psyches was married to Cupid, fdedshe was
delivered of a child whom we call Pleasure. Thestitifling old woman declared unto the captive neaidbut |
poore Asse, not standing farre of, was not a lgtiery in that | lacked pen and inke to write sativg a tale.

THE SIXTH BOOKE

THE TWENTY-THIRD CHAPTER

How Apuleius carried away the Gentlewoman, and timy were taken againe by the theeves, and what a
kind of death was invented for them.

By and by the theeves came home laden with treagndcemany of them which were of strongest cou(bege/ing
behind such as were lame and wounded, to healainthemselves) said they would returne backenadai fetch
the rest of their pillage, which they had hiddemicertaine cave, and so they snatched up theiedireedily, and
brought us forth into the way and beate us betmeentwith staves. About night (after that we hadspdover many
hilles and dales) we came to a great cave, whesel#ited us with mighty burthens, and would nofesufs to
refresh our selves any season but brought us ageme way, and hied so fast homeward, that wht their
haste and their cruell stripes, | fell downe up@tane by the way side, then they beat me pityifulllifting me up,
and hurt my right thigh and my left hoofe, and of¢hem said, What shall we do with this lame dvéured Asse,
that is not worth the meate he eats? And other Saite the time that we had him first he neveratig good, and |
thinke he came unto our house with evill lucke @ have had great wounds since and losse of dianva
captaines, and other said, As soone as he hatlgtirbame his burthen, I will surely throw him oygan the
mountaine to be a pray for wild beasts: While thggmatlemen reasoned together of my death, we feditim come
home, for the feare that | was in, caused my feétrne into wings: after that we were dischargkedus burthen,
they went to their fellowes that were wounded, tod them of our great tardity and slownesse bwithg, neither
was | brought into small anguish when | perceivedd®ath prepared before my face: Why standestgtibbu
Lucius? Why dost thou not looke for thy death? Kabthiou not that the theeves have ordained totkks? seest
thou not these sharpe and pointed flints whichl éiralse and teare thee in peeces, if by adverthae happen
upon them? Thy gentle Magitian hath not onely gitrea®e the shape and travell of an Asse, but aséonae so soft
and tender as it were a swallow: why dost thoutalkg courage and runne away to save thy selfethdutafraid of
the old woman more than halfe dead, whom withipeswf thy heele thou maist easily dispatch? Buttven shall |
fly? What lodging shall | seek? See my Assy comitatWho is he that passeth by the way and willtaké me up?
While | devised these things, | brake the halteesglvith | was tyed and ran away with all my forocewbeit |
could not escape the kitish eyes of the old worf@arshee ran after me, and with more audacity tresmommeth
her kind age, caught me by the halter and thoughtii me home: but I not forgetting the cruell pose of the
theeves, was mooved with small pity, for | kickest fvith my hinder heeles to the ground and had igklslaine
her, who (although shee was throwne and hurled dpyet she held still the halter, and would nonhet goe; then
shee cryed with a loud voyce and called for sucdoutr she little prevayled, because there was neopethat heard
her, save onely the captive gentlewoman, who hgdhia voice of the old woman, came out to see Wiematter
was, and perceiving her hanging at the halter,é@good courage and wrested it out of her hardi(emtreating
me with gentle words) got upon my backe. Then lapetp runne, and shee gently kicked mee forwareedf |
was nothing displeased, for | had as great a dasigscape as shee: insomuch that | seemed toeseovay like a
horse. And when the Gentlewoman did speake, | wangivere her with my neighing, and oftentimes (uidéur
to rub my backe) | would sweetly kisse her tenéet.fThen shee fetching a sigh from the bottonfeeoheart,
lifted up her eyes to the heavens, saying: O sayeeaGods, deliver mee if it be your pleasure, fithese present
dangers: and thou cruell fortune cease thy wraththe sorrow suffice thee which | have alreadyansd. And
thou little Asse, that art the occasion of my sa#atd liberty, if thou canst once render me satésound to my
parents, and to him that so greatly desireth te mage to be his wife, thou shalt see what thankeéh give: with
what honour | will reward thee, and how | will ubee. First | will bravely dresse the haires of iblgehead, and
then | will finely combe thy maine, | will tye upy rugged tayle trimly, | will decke thee round abwith golden
trappes, in such sort that thou shalt glitter tike starres of the skie, | will bring thee dailynity apron the kirnels



of nuts, and will pamper thee up with delicatesill set store by thee, as by one that is the puesef my life:
Finally, thou shalt lack no manner of thing. Moreo@amongst thy glorious fare, thy great ease, badlisse of thy
life, thou shalt not be destitute of dignity, fowti shalt be chronicled perpetually in memory ofprgsent fortune,
and the providence divine. All the whole historaltive painted upon the wall of our house, thoutdi®renowned
throughout all the world. And it shall be registiadhe bookes of Doctours, that an Asse savedlfthef a young
maiden that was captive amongst Theeves: Thoulsdaltimbred amongst the ancient miracles: wee \zetbat
by like example of truth Phryxus saved himselfarfrarowning upon the Ram, Arion escaped upon a Doj@nd
that Europa was delivered by the Bull. If Jupitansformed himselfe into a Bull, why may it notthat under the
shape of this Asse, is hidden the figure of a maspme power divine? While that the Virgin did gshsorrowfully
unfold her desires, we fortuned to come to a pleloere three wayes did meet, and shee tooke meshiyatker, and
would have me turne on the right hand to her fatheuse: but | (knowing that the theeves were goaieway to
fetch the residue of their pillage) resisted with Inead as much as | might, saying within my séN&at wilt thou
doe unhappy maiden? Why wouldst thou goe so wiiitg hell? Why wilt thou runne into destruction bheane of
my feet? Why dost thou seek thine own harme, ame fikewise? And while we strived together whetivay we
might take, the theeves returned, laiden with thedy, and perceived us a farre off by the lighthaf Moon: and
after they had known us, one of them gan say, Whiloe you so hastely? Be you not afraid of sg@irtad you
(you harlot) doe you not goe to see your parenta®eCon, we will beare you company? And therewittiedly
tooke me by the halter, and drave me backe aga@ating me cruelly with a great staffe (that thag)hfull of
knobs: then | returning againe to my ready destsocand remembering the griefe of my hoofe, beigashake my
head, and to waxe lame, but he that led me bydhertsaid, What, dost thou stumble? Canst thogoe? These
rotten old feet of thine ran well enough, but tlsapnot walke: thou couldest mince it finely evemwmnith the
gentlewoman, that thou seemedst to passe the Regsesus in swiftnesse. In saying of these wordslibat mee
againe, that they broke a great staffe upon med.v#ren we were come almost home, we saw the oldamom
hanging upon a bow of a Cipresse tree; then otieeofi cut downe the bowe whereon shee hanged, ahtiera
into the bottome of a great ditch: after this thewnd the maiden and fell greedily to their victyavhich the
miserable old woman had prepared for them. At whiitle they began to devise with themselves of @atl, and
how they might be revenged; divers was the opinafrikis divers number: the first said, that hesutght best the
Mayd should be burned alive: the second said sbeldlbe throwne out to wild beasts: the third saltg should be
hanged upon a gibbet: the fourth said she shouftéad alive: thus was the death of a poore Magtamned
betweene them foure. But one of the theeves afeyanan had declared his judgement, did spealtésrmanner:
It is not convenient unto the oath of our compaaysuffer you to waxe more cruell than the quadityhe offence
doth merit, for | would that shee should not bedshnor burned, nor throwne to beasts, nor dyesadgine death,
but by my council | would have her punished acangdb her desert. You know well what you have deteed
already of this dull Asse, that eateth more tharshveorth, that fainetft] lamenesse, and that was the cause of the
flying away of the Maid: my mind is that he shadl §laine to morrow, and when all the guts and gesraf his
body is taken out, let the Maide be sowne intdbleity, then let us lay them upon a great stonersgéine broiling
heate of the Sunne, so they shall both sustairtbeappunishments which you have ordained: for fhistAsse shall
be slaine as you have determined, and she shalltfemvmembers torne and gnawne with wild beastspwals she
is bitten and rent with wormes, shee shall endueeptine of the fire, when as the broyling heahefSunne shall
scortch and parch the belly of the Asse, shee abalk the gallows when the Dogs and Vultures dtale the guts
of her body hanging in their ravenous mouthesal/you number all the torments which she shallesuffirst shee
shall dwell within the paunch of an Asse: secoridy nosethrilles shall receive a certaine stinkéhefbeast: thirdly
shee shall dye for hunger: last of all, shee dhralke no meane to ridde her selfe from her paifeeder hand [sic]
shall be sowen up within the skinne of the Assds biing said, all the Theeves consented, and W{ore Asse)
heard and understood all their device, | did nathélse but lament and bewayle my dead carkassehwhiuld be
handled in such sort on the next morrow.

THE SEVENTH BOOKE

THE TWENTY-FOURTH CHAPTER

How hee that was left behinde at Hippata did briregves concerning the robbery of Miloes house, came
home and declared to his Company, that all thetfaak laid to one Apuleius his charge.



As soone as night was past, and the cleare Chadribé Sunne had spred his bright beames on ewast,ccame
one of the company of the theeves, (for so histhei greeting together did declare) who at thet fimtry into the
Cave (after hee had breathed himselfe, and wad@ablfgeake) told these tydings unto his compariiotiss sort.
Sirs, as touching the house of Milo of Hippata, athive forcibly entred and ransackt the last daymag put away
all feare [,?] and doubt nothing at all. For afteat ye by force of armes, had spoyled and takeayahl things in
the house, and returned hither into our Cave ruéting my selfe amongst the presse of the peapld shewing my
selfe as though | were sad and sorrowfull for thechmnce, and devising what meanes might be wrdoglie
apprehension of the theeves, to the intent | mMadre and see all that was done to make reldteneof unto you
as you willed me, insomuch that the whole faceagth by manifest and evident proofes as also &gdmmon
opinion and judgement of the people, was laid t® loucius Apuleius charge as manifest author of¢chimmon
robbery, who a few dayse before by false and fotgters and colored honesty, fell so farre in fawpith this
Milo, that he entertained him into his house, agxkived him as the chiefe of his familiar friendbjch Lucius
after that he had sojourned there a good spaceyandhe heart of Miloes Maid, by fained love, thdroughly
learne the waies and doores of all the house, andusly viewed the cofers and chests, whereinlaidsthe whole
substance of Milo: neither was there small caugergio judge him culpable, since as the very sagte that this
robbery was done he fled away, and could not bedan no place: and to the intent hee might clezswape, and
better prevent such as made hew and crie afteri@rgoke his white horse and galloped away, ated #fis, his
servant was found in the house, who (accused &ssaxy to the fellony and escape of his Master)ooasnitted
to the common gaole, and the next day following wraglly scourged and tormented till hee was wdimigad, to
the intent hee should confesse the matter, but wWiencould wreast or learne no such thing of hyiet,sent they
many persons after, towardes Lucius Countrey taieadpim out, and so to take him prisoner. As helated these
things, | did greatly lament with my selfe, to tkénof mine old and pristine estate, and what figlicivas
sometimes in, in comparison to the misery thaebpntly susteined, being changed into a miserafde Ahen had
I no small occasion to remember, how the old arvileaw Writers did affirme, that fortune was stahtied without
eies, because she alwaies bestoweth her richesewmigrersons, and fooles, and chooseth or favburetmortall
person by judgement, but is alwaies conversengaaly with much as if she could see, she shoudtrehunne,
and forsake, yea and that which is more worseskbereth such evill or contrary opinions in ment tha wicked
doe glory with the name of good, and contrary thedgand innocent be detracted and slandred as lewithermore
I, who by her great cruelty, was turned into a éfaoted Asse, in most vile and abject manner: gad,whose
estate seemed worthily to be lamented and pittiedeomost hard and stonie hearts, was accuseeefifand
robbing of my deare host Milo, which villany migfatther be called parricide then theft, yet mightlrdefend mine
owne cause or denie the fact any way, by reasonlimot speake; howbeit least my conscience steréthe to
accuse me by reason of silence, and againe befagced by impatience | endevored to speake, ame faiould
have said, Never did | that fact, and verely thst fivord, never, | cried out once or twise, somewviaamdsome, but
the residue | could in no wise pronounce, but gtifhaining in one voice, cried, Never, never, neldawbeit |
settled my hanging lips as round as | could to lspdiae residue: but why should | further complaifiéhe crueltie
of my fortune, since as | was not much ashamedeason that my servant and my horse, was likevasaesgd with
me of the robbery.
While | pondered with my selfe all these thinggreat care [came] to my remembrance, touching ¢la¢hd which
the theeves provised for me and the maiden, alhdstilooked downe to my belly, | thought of mgque
gentlewoman that should be closed within me. Amdtkieefe which a little before had brought theefalewes
against me, drew out of the skirt of his coatdhausand crowns, which he had rifled from such a&srhet, and
brought it into the common treasury. Then hee c#lseénquired how the residue of his companions @imwhom
it was declared that the most valiant was murdretisdaine in divers manners, whereupon he perswigead to
remit all their affaires a certaine season, argktke for other fellowes to be in their places, lyathe exercise of
new lads, the terror of their martiall band mightreduced to the old number, assuring them thét asievere
unwilling, might be compelled by menaces and thviegts, and such as were willing might be incouraigeaiard
with reward. Further he said, that there were samhégh (seeing the profite which they had) wouldstike their
base and servile estate, and rather bee contentivé tike tyrants amongst them. Moreover he dexathat for his
part he had spoken with a certaine tall man, amtittompanion, but of young age, stout in body,@ndagious in
fight, whom he had fully perswaded to exerciseidiis hands, dull with slothfullnesse, to his gregeofit, and
(while he might) to receive the blisse of bettertéioe, and not to hold out his sturdy arme to bdggea penny, but
rather to take as much gold and silver as hee wdilldn every one consented, that hee that seemadrtioy to be
their companion, should be one of their compangl,that they would search for others to make updk&ue of
the number, whereupon he went out, and by anddtyr(ing againe) brought in a tall young man (aproenised)
to whom none of the residue might bee comparedderwas higher than they by the head, and of bigresse in



body, his beard began to burgen, but he was poapgigrelled, insomuch that you might see all hily Imaked. As
soone as he was entred in he said, God speed yiekess of Mars and my faithfull companions, | prgou make
me one of your band, and | will ensure you, that ghall have a man of singular courage and livatjaaity: for |
had rather receive stripes upon my backe, then ynangold in my hands. And as for death (which guean doth
feare) | passe nothing at all, yet thinke you hat 1t am an abject or a begger, neither judge ypwintue and
prowesse by ragged clothes, for | have beene aa{depif a great company, and subdued all the ceyiofr
Macedonia. | am the renowned theefe Hemes the Emaghose name all countreys and nations do satlgre
feare: | am the sonne of Theron the noble theeferished with humane bloud, entertained amongssttheest;
finally I am inheritour and follower of all my fagins virtues, yet I lost in a short time all my camp and all my
riches, by one assault, which | made upon a Fadttire Prince, which sometime had beene Captaihwmf
hundred men, for fortune was cleane against mé&ehaand | will tell you the whole matter.

There was a certaine man in the court of the Emyewehich had many offices, and in great favourpwal last by
the envy of divers persons, was banished away ampelled to forsake the court: his wife Platinayaman of rare
faith and singular shamefastnes having borne tédreh to her husband, despised all worldly Pompe delicacy,
and determined to follow her husband, and to btaker of his perils and danger, wherefore sheeffuter haire,
disguised her selfe like a man, and tooke withatidner treasure, passing through the hands ofahédiers, and the
naked swords without any feare, whereby she endused/ miseries, and was partaker of much afflicttorsave
the life of her husband, such was her love whighlsire unto him. And when they had escaped mariljopsr
dangers, as well by land as by sea, they wenthegébwards Zacynthe, to continue there accordénigprune had
appointed. But when they were arived on the seat@ajaActium (where we in our returne from Macedavsre
roving about) when night came, they returned intmase not far distant from their ship, where tlagyall night.
Then we entred in and tooke away all their substanet verely we were in great danger: for the goadion
perceiving us incontinently by the noise of theegatent into the chamber, and called up every nydnidoname,
and likewise the neighbors that dwelled round ahiasbmuch that by reason of the feare that eveeywas in, we
hardly escaped away, but this most holy womarhfialitand true to her husband (as the truth mustdstared)
returned to Ceesar, desiring his aid and puissamcedemanding vengeance of the injury done to hsipdnd, who
granted all her desire: then went my company tackeainsomuch that every man was slaine, so grasathe
authority and word of the Prince. Howbeit, whennayl band was lost, and taken by search of the Eoapgarmy, |
onely stole away and delivered my selfe from tlaerice of the souldiers, for | clothed my selfaiwomans attire,
and mounted upon an Asse, that carryed barly stieafiel (passing through the middle of them aljdaped away,
because every one deemed that | was a woman lynrétecked a beard. Howbeit | left not off for #iis, nor did
degenerate from the glory of my father, or mine ax@rtue, but freshly comming from the bloody skishiand
disguised like a woman, | invaded townes and casliene to get some pray. And therewithall he plubiet two
thousand crownes, which he had under his coatggayold here the dowry which | present unto yoold eke
my person, which you shall alwayes find trusty &ithfull, if you willingly receive me: and | wilensure you that
in so doing, within short space | will make anchteithis stony house of yours into gold. Then by laypévery one
consented to make him their Captaine, and so theg bim better garments, and threw away his oldetthey
had changed his attire, hee imbraced them oneaftether, then placed they him in the highest roofithe table,
and drunk unto him in token of good lucke.

THE TWENTY-FIFTH CHAPTER

How the death of the Asse, and the Gentlewomarstagsd.

After supper they began to talke, and declare hintothe going away of the Gentlewoman, and howré leer upon
my backe, and what death was ordained for us tlienhe desired to see her, whereupon the gentlewamas.
brought forth fast bound, whom as soone as he dehelturned himselfe wringing his nose, and blathedch
saying: | am not so much a beast, or so rash@anfeth drive you quite from your purpose, but my ecance will
not suffer me to conceale any thing that touchetlr yprofit, since | am as carefull for you, howhéiny counsell
doe displease you, you may at liberty proceed i ymterprise. | doubt not but all theeves, andh aschave a good
judgement, will preferre their owne lucre and galive all things in the world, and above their \eange, which
purchaseth damage to divers persons. Therefomuiput this virgin in the Asses belly, you shalt buecute your
indignation against her, without all manner of jirdut | would advise you to carry the virgin toree towne and
to sell her: and such a brave girle as she is,laagold for a great quantity of money. And | myfes&how certaine

bawdy Merchants, amongst whom peradventure onegivl us summes of gold for her. This is my opinion
touching this affaire: but advise you what you imt¢o do, for you rule me in this case. In this marthe good



theefe pleaded and defended our cause, being aRptoah to the silly virgin, and to me poore A®3et they staied

hereupon a good space, with long deliberation, wmade my heart (God wot) and spirit greatly toilgualowbeit
in the end they consented to his opinion, and laylanthe Maiden was unloosed of her bonds, whangetbie
young man, and hearing the name of brothels andiyp&erchants, began to wax joyfull, and smiled with

herself. Then began | to deeme evill of the ger@raif women, when as | saw the Maiden (who wa®ayed to
be married to a young Gentleman, and who so grdatlired the same) was now delighted with the tafle

wicked brothel house, and other things dishonaghik sort the consent and manners of women degpkindhe
judgement of an Asse.

THE TWENTY-SIXTH CHAPTER

How all the Theeves were brought asleepe by their companion.

Then the young man spake againe, saying, Mastégsgoe wee not about to make our prayers unto Maushing
this selling of the Maiden, and to seeke for ott@npanions. But as farre as | see, here is no athaner of beast
to make sacrifice withall, nor wine sufficient tdrike. Let me have (quoth hee) tenne more withand, wee will

goe to the next castle, to provide for meat andratiings necessary. So he and tenne more withvisémt, their
way: In the meane season, the residue made afgeeand an Alter with green turffes in the honofiMars. By
and by after they came againe, bringing with thexttiés of wine, and a great number of beasts, astomigich
there was a big Ram Goat, fat, old, and hairy, withey killed and offered unto Mars. Then suppes mepared
sumptuously, and the new companion said unto thero¥ou ought to accompt me not onely your Cagtain
robbery and fight, but also in pleasure and jolithereupon by and by with pleasant cheere he pedpaeat, and
trimming up the house he set all things in orded brought the pottage and dainty dishes to thdeT &t above all
he plyed them wel with great pots and jugs of wB@metimes (seeming to fetch somewhat) hee wowddathe
Maiden and give her pieces of meate, which helgrigboke away, and would drinke unto her, which sliéngly
tooke in good part. Moreover, hee kissed her twicthrice, whereof she was well pleased, but | ¢neit contented
thereat) thought in my selfe: O wretched Maid, thast forgotten thy marriage, and doest esteemaesttinger and
bloudy theefe above thy husband which thy Paremtsioed for thee, now perceive | well thou hastemmorse of
conscience, but more delight to tarry and playhtéudot heere amongst so many swords. What? knahestnot
how the other theeves if they knew thy demeanoaulavput thee to death as they had once appoiatetiso
worke my destruction likewise? Well now | perceifieu hast a pleasure in the dammage and hurt ef.dttthile |
did angerly devise with my selfe all these thirigserceived by certaine signes and tokens (notragrido so wise
an Asse) that he was not the notable theefe Heloutisather Lepolemus her husband, for after much
communication he beganne to speake more francityfearing at all my presence, and said, Be of gdexbre my
sweet friend Charites, for thou shalt have by andlbthese thy enemies captive unto thee. Therfilkeé wine to
the theeves more and more, and never ceased; tileg were all overcome with abundance of meatdaimdte,
when as hee himselfe abstained and bridled his eypetite. And truely | did greatly suspect, |das had
mingled in their cups some deadly poyson, for iticemtly they all fell downe asleepe on the grooné after an
other, and lay as though they had beene dead.

THE TWENTY-SEVENTH CHAPTER

How the Gentlewoman was carried home by her hushanile the theeves were asleepe, and how much
Apuleius was made of.

When the theeves were all asleepe by their grehiramoderate drinking, the young man Lepolemus tihek
Maiden and set her upon my backe, and went homewdéndn we were come home, all the people of the Cit
especially her Parents, friends, and family, caonthfrunning forth joyfully, and all the childrem@ Maidens of the
towne gathered together to see this virgin in gidamnph sitting upon an Asse. Then | (willing teesv as much joy
as | might, as present occasion served) | set dokigl up my long eares, | ratled my nosethrilg] eryed stoutly,
nay rather | made the towne to ring againe withsimgiling sound: when wee were come to her fathersse, shee
was received into a chamber honourably: as forLrpplemus (accompanied with a great number of itz did
presently after drive me backe againe with othesémto the cave of the theeves, where wee fowerd &l asleepe
lying on the ground as wee left them; then thest firought out all the gold, and silver, and otineasure of the
house, and laded us withall, which when they hatkdthey threw many of the theeves downe into titone of
deepe ditches, and the residue they slew with gvadrds: after this wee returned home glad andywdrso great a



vengeance upon them, and the riches which weeedamds commited to the publike treasurie. This dtreMaid
was married to Lepolemus, according to the law, wixy so much travell he had valiantly recoveredntimy good
Mistresse looked about for me, and asking for marnanded the very same day of her marriage, thanamger
should be filled with barly, and that | should hdgy and oats aboundantly, and she would call méttie Camell.
But how greatly did | curse Fotis, in that sheasfarmed me into an Asse, and not into a doggegusecl saw the
dogges had filled their paunches with the relikd banes of so worthy a supper. The next day thiswedded
woman (my Mistresse) did greatly commend me befereParents and husband, for the kindnesse witial |
shewed unto her, and never leaved off, untill dirak as they promised to reward me with great hosdthen they
called together all their friends, and thus it waacluded: one said, that | should be closed talsles and never
worke, but continually to be fedde and fatted Viitle and chosen barly and beanes, and good littmwpeit
another prevailed, who wishing my liberty, perswétieem that it was better for me to runne in tieéd8 amongst
the lascivious horses and mares, whereby | migigresier some mules for my Mistresse: then he thitrhaharge
to keepe the horse, was called for, and | was @ediv unto him with great care, insomuch that | vigist pleasant
and joyous, because | hoped that | should carmpoie fardel§*] nor burthens, moreover | thought that when |
should thus be at liberty, in the spring time a&f fleere when the meddows and fields were greestuld find
some roses in some place, whereby | was fully pedew that if my Master and Mistresse did rendesamany
thanks and honours being an Asse, they would muarle meward me being turned into a man: but when(toee
whom the charge of me was so straightly commitked) brought me a good way distant from the Cipgerceived
no delicate meates nor no liberty which | shouldehdgut by and by his covetous wife and most cucgezhne
made me a mill Asse, and (beating me with a cudigiliof knots) would wring bread for her selfe amer husband
out of my skinne. Yet she was not contented to waa and make me a drudge with carriage and grinaiirner
owne corne, but | was hired of her neighbours ré¢heir sackes likewise, howbeit shee would hat me such
meate as | should have, nor sufficient to sustaindife withall, for the barly which | ground forime owne dinner
she would sell to the Inhabitants by. And aftet thzad laboured all day, she would set before tmégit a little
filthy branne, nothing cleane but full of stone®im) in this calamity, yet fortune worked me ott@ments, for on
a day | was let loose into the fields to pastuyecdammandement of my master. O how | leaped for oy |
neighed to see my selfe in such liberty, but eglgdbecause | beheld so many Mares, which | thbsgbuld be
my wives and concubines; and | espied out and cthestairest before | came nigh them; but this owfull hope
turned into utter destruction, for incontinentlythle stone Horses which were well fedde and madag by ease
of pasture, and thereby much more puissant thaeepAsse, were jealous over me, and (having nardetp the
law and order of God Jupiter) ranne fiercely amdliby against me; one lifted up his forefeete &ieked me
spitefully, another turned himselfe, and with hisder heeles spurned me cruelly, the third thregtmith a
malicious neighing, bit me on every side. In liketdave | read in Histories how the King of Thrageuld throw
his miserable ghests to be torne in peeces andideyof his wild Horses, so niggish was that Tyaris
provender, that he nourished them with the bodigsen.

THE TWENTY-EIGHTH CHAPTER

How Apuleius was made a common Asse to fetch howe, wnd how he was handled by a boy.

After that | was thus handled by horses, | was ghotnome againe to the Mill, but behold fortuneséiiable of my
torments) had devised a new paine for me. | wasiafgyl to bring home wood every day from a high hihd who
should drive me thither and home again, but a haywas the veriest hangman in all the world, wias wot
contented with the great travell that | tooke iimdding up the hill, neither pleased when he sawhogfe torne and
worne away by sharpe flintes, but he beat me grudgth a great staffe, insomuch that the marroungfbones did
ake for woe, for he would strike me continuallytba right hip, and still in one place, whereby ti@tmy skinne
and made of my wide sore a great hole or trenchatber a window to looke out at, and althougluitrre down of
blood, yet would he not cease beating me in treteplmoreover he laded me with such great burtbiewsod that
you would thinke they had been rather prepared&fephants then for me, and when he perceived thavood
hanged more on one side then another, (when hddstaiber take away the heavy sides, and so easerratse lift
them up to make them equall with the other) he dmeht stones upon the weaker side to remedy thiemyget
could he not be contented with this my great miseny immoderate burthens of wood, but when hee ¢tamaBy
river (as there were many by the way) he to savddate from water, would leape upon my loynesiike, which
was no small loade upon loade. And if by advetsitgd fell downe in any dirty or myrie place, whes should
have of pulled me out either with ropes, or lifted up by the taile, he would never helpe me, butia on from
top to toe with a mighty staffe, till he had lei haire on all my body, no not so much as on mares whereby |



was compelled by force of blowes to stand up. Breeshangman boy did invent another torment fortrae:
gathered a great many sharp thornes as sharp diemi@ad bound them together like a fagot, anddtypem at my
tayle to pricke me, then was | afflicted on evadesfor if | had indeavoured to runne away, therties would have
pricked me, if | had stood still, the boy would kaéeaten mee to make me runne, whereby | perctiatthe
hangman did devise nothing else save onely tariéllby some manner of meanes, and he would swedre an
threaten to do me worse harme, and because heé imaigd some occasion to execute his malicious minoen a
day (after that | had endeavoured too much by ntigipee) | lifted up my heeles and spurned him waltaedly.
Then he invented this vengeance against me, afiehe had well laded me with shrubs and rubblé tarssed it
round upon my backe, hee brought me out into the then hee stole a burning coale out of a manséauthe
next village, and put it into the middle of the beti; the rubbell and shrubs being very dry, didida a light fire
and burned me on every side. | could see no reteady might save my selfe, and in such a case & nad best
for me to stand still: [;?] but fortune was favaoieatowards me, perhaps to reserve me for moreestanfpr |
espyed a great hole full of raine water that fedl tday before, thither | ranne hastily and plunggdselfe therein, in
such sort that | quenched the fire, and was dedtvérom that present perill, but the vile boy t@ese himselfe
declared to all the neighbours and shepheards athatit willingly tumbled in the fire as | passtdough the
village. Then he laughed upon me saying: How |dmagjlsve nourish and keepe this fiery Asse in vaine?

THE TWENTY-NINTH CHAPTER

How Apuleius was accused of Lechery by the boy.

A few dayes after, the boy invented another midehieor when he had sold all the wood which | b&oesertaine
men dwelling in a village by, he lead me homewanthden: And then he cryed that he was not ablaleome, and
that hee would not drive mee any longer to thefaillwood, saying: Doe you not see this slow aniiedisse, who
besides all the mischiefes that he hath wrougkgdly, inventeth daily more and more. For he espyeyhwoman
passing by the way, whether she be old or marnyei it be a young child, hee will throw his bueth from his
backe, and runneth fiercely upon them. And aftat tte hath thrown them downe, he will stride ohent to
commit his buggery and beastly pleasure, moreoerill faine as though hee would kisse them, leuivhl bite
their faces cruelly, which thing may worke us grdiapleasure, or rather to be imputed unto usaasree: and even
now when he espyed an honest maiden passing thghevay, he by and by threw downe his wood ancheuafter
her: And when he had throwne her down upon thergiphie would have ravished her before the facd tfiex
world, had it not beene that by reason of her gryiat, she was succored and pulled from his hegldso
delivered. And if it had so come to passe thatféesefull maid had beene slaine by him, what dahgd we beene
in? By these and like lies, he provoked the shepisesarnestly against me, which grieved me (God fuditsore
that said nothing. Then one of the shepheards ¥&iy: doe we not make sacrifice of this common adalis Asse?
My sonne (quoth he) let us kill him and throw higggto the dogges, and reserve his flesh for theueers supper.
Then let us cast dust upon his skinne, and calgrite to our master, and say that the Woolves diaveured him.
The boy that was my evill accuser made no delayptepared himselfe to execute the sentence dfitbpheard,
rejoycing at my present danger, but O how greaty then repent that the stripe which I gave hiithumy heele
had not killed him. Then he drew out his sword aratle it sharp upon the whetstone to slay me, mihanof the
shepheards gan say, Verely it is a great offen&dItso faire an Asse, and so (by accusation réitie and
lascivious wantonnesse) to lack so necessari@b@ul and service, where otherwise if ye wouldagiihis stones,
he might not onely be deprived of his courage ksd hecome gentle, that we should be delivered fibdieare and
danger. Moreover he would be thereby more fat atkbin flesh. For | know my selfe as well manysés, as also
most fierce horses, that by reason of their wardes@ have been most mad and terrible, but (whgnteee gelded
and cut) they have become gentle and tame, anditado all use. Wherefore | would counsell yogédd him.
And if you consent thereto, | will by and by, whiegio to the next market fetch mine irons and toédeshe
purpose: And | ensure you after that | have geltaticut off his stones, | will deliver him unto yas tame as a
lambe. When | did perceive that | was deliveredrfrdeath, and reserved to be gelded, | was greatties
insomuch that | thought all the hinder part of neg and my stones did ake for woe, but | soughtuatmkill my
selfe by some manner of meanes, to the end ifuldidie, | would die with unperished members.

THE THIRTIETH CHAPTER

How the boy that lead Apuleius to the field, wasnd in the wood.



While | devised with my selfe in what manner | ntigihd my life, the roperipe boy on the next mortead me to
the same hill againe, and tied me to a bow of atgddke, and in the meane season he tooke his hatotieut
wood to load me withall, but behold there creptaii cave by, a marvailous great Beare, holdirtchasumighty
head, whom when | saw | was sodainly stroken inefe@nd (throwing all the strength of my body intg hinder
heeles) lifted up my strained head and brake therhavherewith | was tied. Then there was no nedoid me
runne away, for | scoured not onely on foot, butliled over the stones and rocks with my body tithine into the
open fields, to the intent | would escape fromttreible Beare, but especially from the boy thaswerse than the
Beare. Then a certaine stranger that passed hyahéespying me alone as a stray Asse) tooke nandpoade
upon my backe, beating me with a staffe (which d&e tin his hand) through a wide and unknowne lathereat |
was nothing displeased, but willingly went forwaodavoid the cruell paine of gelding, which the #erds had
ordained for me, but as for the stripes | was mgthmoved, since | was accustomed to be beatenesy day. But
evill fortune would not suffer me to continue ingood an estate long: For the shepheards lookingtdbr a Cow
that they had lost (after they had sought in diydases) fortuned to come upon us unawares, wha Wiey espied
and knew me, they would have taken me by the hddtérhe that rode upon my backe resisted thenmga@ Lord
masters, what intend you to do? Will you rob me@rTsaid the shepheards, What? thinkest thou weéntrek
otherwise than thou deservest, which has stolleayamr Asse? Why dost thou not rather tell us wileve hast
hidden the boy whom thou hast slaine? And theralithey pulled him downe to the ground, beatinm kiith
their fists, and spurning him with their feete. mhee answered unto them saying, that he saw noenafiboy, but
onely found the Asse loose and straying abroad;iwhe tooke up to the intent to have some rewarthéfinding
of him and to restore him againe to his Master. Amtduld to God (quoth he) that this Asse (whichelhe was
never seene) could speake as a man to give witnéssiee innocency: Then would you be ashamed efrtfury
which you have done to me. Thus (reasoning for eifeshe nothing prevailed, for they tied the haétbout my
necke, and (maugre his face) pulled me quite aaay,lead me backe againe through the woods ofilite the
place where the boy accustomed to resort. And tfegr could find him in no place, at length theyrid his body
rent and torne in peeces, and his members dispersethdry places, which | well knew was done tgy ¢huell
Beare: and verely | would have told it if | migtave spoken, but (which | could onely do) | greadjpiced at his
death, although it came too late. Then they gathtrgether the peeces of his body and buried tBgnand by they
laid the fault to my new Master, that tooke me yphe way, and (bringing him home fast bound tartheuses)
purposed on the next morrow to accuse him of murtre to lead him before the Justices to havegommt of
death.

THE THIRTY-FIRST CHAPTER

How Apuleius was cruelly beaten by the Mother eftiby that was slaine.

In the meane season, while the Parents of the idogehent and weepe for the death of their sorireeshepheard
(according to his promise) came with his instruraeartd tooles to geld me. Then one of them said Weslittle
esteeme the mischiefe he did yesterday, but noare/eontented that to morrow his stones shall nelyobe cut
off, but also his head. So was it brought to patseg,my death was delayed till the next morrowt,whiat thanks
did | give to that good boy, who (being so slaiwaf the cause of my pardon for one short day. Hawhad no
time then to rest my selfe, for the Mother of tlog bwveeping and lamenting for his death, attirechourning
vesture, tare her haire and beat her breast, and peesently into the stable, saying, Is it redbanthis carelesse
beast should do nothing all day but hold his heathé manger, filling and belling his guts with medthout
compassion of my great miserie, or remembranckeopittifull death of his slaine Master: and contémy my age
and infirmity, thinketh that | am unable to revertdg mischiefs, moreover he would perswade me,hteatere not
culpable. Indeed, it is a convenient thing to loakd plead for safety, when as the conscience adoettesse the
offence, as theeves and malefactors accustome ®ui® good Lord, thou cursed beast, if thou cestditter the
contents of thine owne mind, whom (though it wére teriest foole in all the world) mightest thougyeade that
this murther was voide or without thy fault, whemitlay in thy power, either to keepe off the thegwith thy
heeles, or else to bite and teare them with thijp®e€ouldest not thou (that so often in his lifagididdest spurne
and kicke him) defend him now at the point of ddathihe like manner? Yet at least, thou shouldasehaken him
upon thy backe, and so brought him from the cruetids of the theeves: where contrary thou runmesy alone,
forsaking thy good Master, thy pastor and condudaowest thou not, that such as denie their whnésbelp and
aid to them which lie in danger of death, oughbégpunished, because they have offended againdtrganners,
and the law naturall? but | promise thee, thoutgiwllong rejoyce at my harmes, thou shalt feledesimart of thy
homicide and offence, | will see what | can doedAlmerewithall she unclosed her apron, and bounufeete



together, to the end | might not help my selfentbke tooke a great barre, which accustomed tthbastable
doore, and never ceased beating me till she wasgaoy that the bar fell out of her hands, whereugiun
(complaining of the soone faintnesse of her armaas}o her fire and brought a firebrand and thitustder my
taile, burning me continually, till such time as{ing but one remedy) | all arrayed her face aed wiith my durty
dunge, whereby (what with the stinke thereof, ahatwith the filthinesse that fell in her eies) stes welnigh
blinded: so | enforced the queane to leave offeitise | had died as Meleager did by the stickaclwhis mad
mother Althea cast into the fire.

THE EIGHTH BOOKE

THE THIRTY-SECOND CHAPTER

How a young man came and declared the miserablthdgd epolemus and his wife Charites.

About midnight came a young man, which seemed tonigeof the family of the good woman Charites, who
sometimes endured so much misery and calamity with amongst the theeves, who after that he had take
stoole, and sate downe before the fireside, irctimepany of the servants, began to declare maripltethings that
had happened unto the house of Charites, sayiygeouse-keepers, shepheards and cowheards,albu sh
understand that wee have lost our good mistrisi@samiserably and by evill adventure: and to the you may
learne and know all the whole matter, | purposielioyou the circumstances of every point, whersbgh as are
more learned then | (to whom fortune hath ministrexte copious stile) may painte it out in papefiorme of an
History. There was a young Gentleman dwelling entlext City, borne of good parentage, valiant mwasse, and
riche in substance, but very much given and aditedhorehunting, and continuall revelling. Wherdtzyfell in
company with Theeves, and had his hand ready teftheion of humane blood; his name was Thrasillie
matter was this according to the report of everp.nidee demanded Charites in marriage, who althbeghiere a
man more comely than the residue that wooed hdrakso had riches abundantly, yet because he wadglbfame,
and a man of wicked manners and conversation, théhearepulse and was put off by Charites, ancheasarried
with Lepolemus. Howbeit this young man secretlyeldwer, yet moved somewhat at her refusall, heiybus
searched some meanes to worke his damnable iAteshithaving found occasion and opportunity to acglish his
purpose, which he had long time concealed) brotgpasse, that the same day that Charites wasdatiy the
subtill meane and valiant audacity of her husbéodn the puissance of the Theeves, he mingled hienaenong
the assembly. faining that he was glad of the neriage, and comming home againe of the maidenteklygby
reason that he came of so noble parents) he waiweelcand entertained into the house as one ofthaife and
principall friends: Howbeit under cloake of a fditth welwiller, hee dissimuled his mischievous miadd intent: in
continuance of time by much familiarity and oftemgersation and banketting together, he fell moikrmore in
favour, like as we see it fortuneth to Lovers, Viingt doe little delight themselves in love: ti &y continuall
acquaintance they kisse and imbrace each otheasillos perceiving that it was a hard matter taakechis minde
secretly to Charites, whereby he was wholly bafrech the accomplishment of his luxurious appetis] on the
other side perceiving that the love of her andrhesband was so strongly lincked together, thabtrel betweene
them might in no wise be dissevered, moreoverai & thing impossible to ravish her, although hkedumsented
thereto, yet hee still provoked forward by vehenlesit, when as hee saw himselfe unable to bringtipose to
passe. Howbeit at length the thing which seemdthst and difficill, thorough [sic] hope of his fdied love, did
now appeare easie and facill: but marke | praydibgently to what end the furious force of his idmate desire
came. On a day Lepolemus went to the chase witasllhus, to hunt for Goates, for his wife Charitesired him
earnestly to meddle with no other beasts, whicleveémore fierce and wilde nature. When they weme within
the chase to a great thicket fortressed abouthwitbrs and thornes, they compassed round with Brajs and
beset every place with nets: by and by warning giaen to let loose. The Dogs rushed in with suchyathat all
the Forrest rang againe with the noyse, but bethelck leaped out no Goat, nor Deere, nor gentldd{ibut an
horrible and dangerous wild Boare, hard and theiiened, bristeled terribly with thornes, fomingla¢ mouth,
grinding his teeth, and looking direfully with fieeyes. The Dogs that first set upon him, he tacerant with his
tuskes, and then he ranne quite through the nedsescaped away. When wee saw the fury of thistbewas were
greatly stricken with feare, and because wee naseustomed to chase with such dreadfull Boaresfuatiter
because we were unarmed and without weapons, wangdtid our selves under bushes and trees. Thesillhs



having found opportunity to worke his treason, gaitlepolemus: What stand we here amazed? Why sreow
ourselves like dastard§ ? Why leese we so worthy a prey with our femitiearts? Let us mount upon our
Horses, and pursue him incontinently: take yourtihg staffe, and | will take a chasing speareaBg by they
leaped upon their Horses, and followed the beasdthBe returning against them with furious foragegd with his
eyes, on whom he might first assayle with his taskepolemus strooke the beast first in the batk this hunting
staffe. Thrasillus faining to ayde and assist hkiame behind, and cut off the hinder legs of Lepaoleidorse, in
such sort that hee fell downe to the ground withrhaster: and sodainly the Boare came upon Lepalema
furiously tare and rent him with his teeth. Howb@&frasillus was not sufficed to see him thus wathdut when
he desired his friendly help, he thrust Lepolentusugh the right thigh with his speare, the moreabee he
thought the wound of the speare would be taken feound of the Boars teeth, then he killed the tléaswise.
And when he was thus miserably slaine, every ones@ame out of our holes, and went towards oimeskaaster.
But although that Thrasillus was joyfull of the treaf Lepolemus, whom he did greatly hate, yetloked the
matter with a sorrowfull countenance, he fained®ius face, he often imbraced the body which blfasslew,
he played all the parts of a mourning person, gpthiere fell no teares from his eyes. Thus heembkel us in each
point, who verily and not without occasion had @atesslament for our master, laying all the blamehig homicide
unto the Boare. Incontinently after the sorrowhélwes of the death of Lepolemus, came to the e&asthe
family, but especially to Charites, who after she heard such pitifull tydings, as a mad and ragioghan, ran up
and down the streets, crying and howling lamentabliythe Citizens gathered together, and sucthag tnet bare
them company running towards the chasse. Whendéee to the slaine body of Lepolemus, Charitesater
selfe upon him weeping and lamenting grievouslyhigrdeath, in such sort, that she would have ptisended
her life, upon the corps of her slaine husband,mvkbee so entirely loved, had it not beene thapaegnts and
friends did comfort her, and pulled her away. Thdybwas taken up, and in the funerall pompe brotmtie City
and buried. In the meane season Thrasillus faingchraorrow for the death of Lepolemus, but in ldarhhe was
well pleased and joyfull. And to counterfeit thetteg he would come to Charites and say: O whatsd have |
had of my friend, my fellow, my companion Lepolerfud Charites comfort your selfe, pacifie your dojou
refraine your weeping, beat not your breasts: aitld such other and like words and divers exampées h
endeavoured to suppresse her great sorrow, bytake siot this for any other intent but to win tleai of the
woman, and to nourish his odious love with filthslight. Howbeit Charites after the buriall of hershand sought
the meanes to follow him, and (not sustaining tireasvs wherein she was wrapped) got her secrettyarchamber
and purposed to finish her life there with dolond @ribulation. But Thrasillus was very importungie, and at
length brought to pass, that at the intercessighe@Parents and friends of Charites, she somenefrashed her
fallen members with refection of meate and bainewbkit, she did it more at the commandement oPtaents,
then for any thing else: for she could in no wisenfierry, nor receive any comfort, but tormenteddedie day and
night before the Image of her husband which sheenikd unto Bacchus, and rendred unto him divineduos and
services. In the meane season Thrasillus not abkfrain any longer, before Charites had asswagediolor,
before her troubled mind had pacified her fury,reirethe middle of all her griefes, while she thez haire and rent
her garments, demanded her in marriage, and souwtithame, he detectgil the secrets and unspeakable deceipts
of his heart. But Charites detested and abhorreddrnand, and as she had beene stroken with samefcl
thunder, with some storme, or with the lightninglapiter, she presently fell downe to the grouhdmiazed.
Howbeit when her spirits were revived and thatrgterned to her selfe, perceiving that Thrasillas\so
importunate, she demanded respite to deliberatécatatke advise on the matter. In the meane seismshape of
Lepolemus that was slaine so miserably, appear&thamites saying, O my sweet wife (which no othenspn can
say but I) | pray thee for the love that is betweean two, if there be any memorie of me in thy hear
remembrance of my pittifull death, marry with arther person, so that thou marry not with the traitdhrasillus,
have no conference with him, eate not with himnti¢ with him, avoid the bloudie hand of mine engneiouple not
thy selfe with a paricide, for those wounds (theull whereof thy teares did wash away) were nottends of the
teeth of the Boare, but the speare of Thrasilhat, deprived me from thee. Thus spake Lepolemus, hia loving
wife, and declared the residue of the damnable Td&n Charites, awaking from the sleepe, begaartew her
dolour, to teare her garments, and to beate hexsawith her comely hands, howbeit she revealedigien which
she saw to no manner of person, but dissimulingsiva knew no part of the mischiefe, devised wihdelfe how
she might be revenged on the traitor, and finistolne life to end and knit up all sorrow. Incostirily came
Thrasillus, the detestable demander of sodain pteaand wearied the closed eares of Charitestalith of
marriage, but she gently refused his communicatod,coloring the matter, with passing craft inttiddest of his
earnest desires gan say, Thrasillus you shall stated that yet the face of your brother and my andbis alwayes
before mine eies, | smell yet the Cinamon senti®pletious body, | yet feele Lepolemus alive in neart:
wherefore you shall do well if you grant to me médde woman, necessarie time to bewaile his déadhafter the



residue of a few moneths, the whole yeare may p&exk which thing toucheth as well my shame as you
wholsome profit, lest peradventure by your speeatiqaicke marriage we should justly raise and prevble spirit
of my husband to worke our destruction. Howbeit;aEilus was not contented with this promise, baterand
more came upon her: Insomuch, that she was enféocgueake to him in this manner: My friend Thilasilif thou
be so contented untill the whole yeare be comgletefinished, behold here is my bodie, take thagqlee, but in
such sort and so secret that no servant of theehmay perceive it. Then Thrasillus trusting to fllse promises of
the woman. and preferring his inordinate pleasbya all things in the world, was joyfull in hisdreand looked
for night, when as he might have his purpose. Butethou about midnight (quoth Charites) disguisgtout
companie, and doe but hisse at my chamber doadangmourse shall attend and let thee in. This sellipleased
Thrasillus marveilously, who (suspecting no hardid)alwaies look for night, and the houre assigmg€harites.
The time was scarce come, when as (according todmemandement) he disguised himselfe, and werigktre
the chamber, where he found the nourse attendimigifm who (by the appointment of her Mistresse) liém with
flattering talke, and gave him mingled and doleidld¥ in a cup, excusing the absence of her Mistr&warites, by
reason that she attended on her Father beingwitik,such time, that with sweet talke and openatdf the wine,
he fell in a sound sleepe: Now when he lay prostoatthe ground readie to all adventure, Charliem§ called
for) came in, and with manly courage and bold fato®d over the sleeping murderer, saying: Behwdaithfull
companion of my husband, behold this valiant hyftehold me deere spouse, this is the hand whieth sty
bloud, this is the heart which hath devised so nsubtill meanes to worke my destruction, thesehbeetes whom |
have ill pleased, behold now they foreshew thein@wdestinie: sleepe carelesse, dreame that thauthg hands of
the mercifull, for | will not hurt thee with thy swd or any other weapon: God forbid that | sholdg shee as thou
slewest my husband, but thy eies shall fail thad,thou shalt see no more, then that whereof tihheandest: Thou
shalt thinke the death of thine enemie more swest thy life: Thou shalt see no light, thou shattkie the aide of a
leader, thou shalt not have me as thou hopest,shalt have no delight of my marriage, thou shattdie, and yet
living thou shalt have no joy, but wander betwekglet and darknesse as an unsure Image: thou stele for the
hand that pricked out thine eies, yet thou shalknow of whom thou shouldest complaine: | will readacrifice
with the bloud of thine eies upon the grave of mghand. But what gainest thou through my delayBdparthou
dreamest that thou embracest me in thy armes: [efitiee darknesse of sleepe and awake thou taveeeepenall
deprivation of thy sight, lift up thy face, regahy vengeance and evill fortune, reckon thy misestepleaseth thine
eies to a chast woman, and thou shalt have blisértesthy companion, and an everlasting remorsleyohiserable
conscience. When she had spoken these words, atedareat needle from her head and pricked atthis eies:
which done, she by and by caught the naked swordhwier husband Lepolemus accustomed to weareaane
throughout all the Citie like a mad woman towatus Sepulchre of her husband. Then all we of thesdowith all
the Citizens, ranne incontinently after her to tdesword out of her hand, but she clasping atheutombe of
Lepolemus, kept us off with her naked weapon, ahdnshe perceived that every one of us wept andrited, she
spake in this sort: | pray you my friends weepe not lament for me, for | have revenged the deétny husband,
| have punished deservedly the wicked breaker ohtmarriage; now it is time to seeke out my swegidlemus,
and presently with this sword to finish my life. dtherewithall after she had made relation of thele matter,
declared the vision which she saw and told by winredine she deceived Thrasillus, thrusting her swodgr her
right brest, and wallowing in her owne bloud, aigth with manly courage yeelded up the Ghost. Tirenediately
the friends of miserable Charites did bury her baithin the same Sepulchre. Thrasillus hearinghrelmatter, and
knowing not by what meanes he might end his lide hie thought his sword was not sufficient to reyero great a
crime, at length went to the same Sepulchre, ayetowith a lowd voice, saying: O yee dead spintbem | have
so highly and greatly offended, vouchsafe to rexzeie, behold | make sacrifice unto you with my vehlobdy:
which said, hee closed the Sepulchre, purposifignish himselfe, and to finish his life there inreav. These
things the young man with pitifull sighes and tsaeclared unto the Cowheards and Shepheardd) wédused
them all to weepe: but they fearing to become suihjeto new masters, prepared themselves to dayast.

THE THIRTY-THIRD CHAPTER

How Apuleius was lead away by the Horsekeeper:vamat danger he was in.

By and by the Horsekeeper, to whom the charge ofvasecommitted, brought forth all his substancel, laded me
and other Horses withall, and so departed thenedare women, children, pullets, sparrowes, kidadbslpes, and
other things which were not able to keepe pace wgttand that which | bare upon my back, althotglas a
mighty burthen, yet seemed it very light, becaus@as driven away from him that most terribly hagaipted to
kill me. When we had passed over a great mounfalhef trees, and were come againe into the opeddd, behold



we approached nigh to a faire and rich Castell revitevas told unto us that we were not able tseés our
journey that night, by reason of the great numlbeéemible Wolves which were in the Country abad,fierce and
cruell that they put every man in feare, in suat @t they would invade and set upon such whatspd by like
theeves, and devoure both them and their beast®dVer, we were advertised that there lay in thg wlaere we
should passe, many dead bodies eaten and tornavalites. Wherefore we were willed to stay therenajht, and
on the next morning, to goe close and round togetigereby we might passe and escape all dangets. B
(notwithstanding this good counsell) our caitifevdrs were so covetous to goe forward, and so figod pursuite,
that they never stayed till the morning: But beimgnigh midnight, they made us trudge in our wagcp Then |
fearing the great danger which might happen, raorgst the middle of the other Horses, to the emibht defend
and save my poore buttocks from the Wolves, whereaty man much marvelled to see, that | scowrealyaw
swifter then the other Horses. But such was myitggiiot to get me any prayse, but rather for featehat time |
remembered with my selfe, that the valiant HorsgaBes did fly in the ayre more to avoyd the dangeireadful
Chimera, then for any thing else. The shepheardshwirave us before them were well armed like woams: one
had a speare, another had a sheepehooke, somartgdsdme clubbes, some gathered up great stnras, held
up their sharp Javelings, and some feared awawth@ves with light firebrands. Finally wee lackeadtining to
make up an Army, but onely Drummes and TrumpetsvBien we had passed these dangers, not withotit sma
feare, wee fortuned to fall into worse, for the Wes came not upon us, either because of the grelitude of our
company, or else because [of] our firebrands, cagenture they were gone to some other placaydercould see
none, but the Inhabitants of the next villages p&ging that wee were Theeves by reason of the grelitude) for
the defence of their owne substance, and for thee fehat they were in, set great and mighty magliagon us,
which they had kept and nourished for the safetyeif houses, who compassing us round about leapedery
side, tearing us with their teeth, in such sort thay pulled many of us to the ground: verily aisva pittifull sight
to see so many Dogs, some following such as flgedhe invading such as stood still, some tearingettvchich lay
prostrate, but generally there were none whichpestaleare: Behold upon this another danger ensoed,
Inhabitants of the Towne stood in their garrets wimdlowes, throwing great stones upon our headswbe could
not tell whether it were best for us to avoyd thpigg mouthes of the Dogges at hand or the pdrilestones
afarre, amongst whome there was one that hurleda fiint upon a woman, which sate upon my baeke cryed
out pitiously, desiring her husband to helpe héermhe (comming to succour and ayd his wife) begaorspeake
in this sort: Alas masters, what mean you to trewld poore labouring men so cruelly? What meandgyoevenge
your selves upon us, that doe you no harme? Whedetlyou to gaine by us? You dwell not in Cave®ennes:
you are no people barbarous, that you should ddlgéffusion of humane blood. At these words #grmapest of
stones did cease, and the storme of the Doggeshezhaway. Then one (standing on the toppe ofa Giypresse
tree) spake unto us saying: Thinke you not masiatswe doe this to the intent to rifle or take svaay of your
goods, but for the safeguard of our selves andiyamdw a Gods nhame you may depart away. So we feeward,
some wounded with stones, some bitten with Dogsgénerally there was none which escaped free.

THE THIRTY-FOURTH CHAPTER

How the shepheards determined to abide in a ceztaiood to cure their wounds.

When we had gone a good part of our way, we caraecrtaine wood invironed with great trees andpassed
about with pleasant meddowes, whereas the Sheghappadinted to continue a certaine space to cefewlounds
and sores; then they sate downe on the groundreshetheir weary minds, and afterwards they sofayht
medicines, to heale their bodies: some washed #vedryblood with the water of the running Rivernsm stopped
their wounds with Spunges and cloutes, in this reaenery one provided for his owne safety. In tleane season
wee perceived an old man, who seemed to be a Sty reason of the Goates and Sheep that fewdl ralbout
him. Then one of our company demanded whether dehg milke, butter, or cheese to sell. To whonmiaele
answere saying: Doe you looke for any meate okdrior any other refection here? Know you not iratyblace
you be?

And therewithall he tooke his sheepe and drave theay as fast as he might possible. This answede oar
shepheards greatly to feare, that they thoughotifing else, but to enquire what Country they werélowbeit
they saw no manner of person of whom they mightatemAt length as they were thus in doubt, theggged
another old man with a staffe in his hand very wesith travell, who approaching nigh to our companggan to
weepe and complaine saying: Alas masters | praysyouour me miserable caitife, and restore my nggbene
againe, that by following a sparrow that flew befbim, is fallen into a ditch hereby, and verilyink he is in
danger of death. As for me, | am not able to hbipeout by reason of mine old age, but you thatsargaliant and



lusty may easily helpe me herein, and deliver meboy my heire and guide of my life. These wordslenas all to
pity him. And then the youngest and stoutest ofaumpany, who alone escaped best the late skirofigte
Dogges and stones, rose up and demanded in wbhtthé boy was fallen: Mary (quod he) yonder, aothted
with his finger, and brought him to a great thickébushes and thornes where they both entrea ithe meane
season, after we cured our wounds, we tooke upacks, purposing to depart away. And because wédwmi
goe away without the young man our fellow: The $tespds whistled and called for him, but when heegay
answer, they sent one out of their company to shakeout, who after a while returned againe withaese face and
sorrowfull newes, saying that he saw a terriblegdraeating and devouring their companion: and ath#old
man, hee could see him in no place. When they hbe&d(remembring likewise the words of the fiotd man that
shaked his head, and drave away his sheep) theaway beating us before them, to fly from this deaad
pestilent Country.

THE THIRTY-FIFTH CHAPTER

How a woman killed her selfe and her child, becawmehusband haunted harlots.

After that we had passed a great part of our joyrwe came to a village where we lay all night, batken, and |
will tell you what mischiefe happened there: yoalshnderstand there was a servant to whom his éfléstd
committed the whole government of his house, arnslMaster of the lodging where we lay: this sernrad
married a Maiden of the same house, howbeit hegnesgly in love with a harlot of the towne, and @&tomed to
resort unto her, wherewith his wife was so highpteased and became so jealous, that she gatiogiettier all
her husbands substance, with his tales and boakscofunt, and threw them into a light fire: she waiscontented
with this, but she tooke a corde and bound hedahilich she had by her husband, about her middiecast her
selfe headlong into a deepe pit. The Master takirayill part the death of these twaine, tookedassant which
was the cause of this murther by his luxurie, ared &fter that he had put off all his apparell, dmnointed his body
with honey, and then bound him sure to a fig-tveleere in a rotten stocke a great number of Pisnteadduilded
their neasts, the Pismares after they had fekweetnesse of the honey came upon his body, alitiléwand little
(in continuance of time) devoured all his fleshsuth sort, that there remained on the tree buidrs bones: this
was declared unto us by the inhabitants of thagilthere, who greatly sorrowed for the deathisfatrvant: then
we avoiding likewise from this dreadfull lodgingcbntinently departed away.

THE THIRTY-SIXTH CHAPTER

How Apuleius was cheapned by divers persons, andtmey looked in his mouth to know his age.

After this we came to a faire Citie very populowbere our shepheards determined to continue, lsprethat it
seemed a place where they might live unknowndydan such as should pursue them, and because iawas
countrey very plentifull of corne and other victsjavhere when we had remained the space of thyess dand that
| poore Asse and the other horses were fed andikeipe stable to the intent we might seeme mdesabée, we
were brought out at length to the market, and laytana crier sounded with his horne to notifie thatwere to be
sold: all my companion horses were bought up byati@man, but as for me | stood still forsakenlbfreen. And
when many buiers came by and looked in my moukntav mine age, | was so weary with opening my jathes
at length (unable to endure any longer) when ongecaith a stinking paire of hands and grated my mesiwith
his filthy fingers, | bit them cleane off, whichitlg caused the standers by to forsake me as bdiagca and cruell
beast: the crier when he had gotten a hoarse wifbecrying, and saw that no man would buy me, Inegamocke
me saying, To what end stand we here with thisevAdse, this feeble beast, this slow jade with wdrooves,
good for nothing but to make sives with his skinBydo we not give him to some body for he earnetrhis hay?
In this manner he made all the standers by to laxgkedingly, but my evill fortune which was evercsuell
against me, whom | by travell of so many countraysld in no wise escape, did more and more envienitle
invention of new meanes to afflict my poore bodgiving me a new Master as spitefull as the reser& was an
old man somewhat bald, with long and gray haire, @ithe number of those that go from door to ddwgughout
all the villages, bearing the Image of the godd&sgé, and playing with Cimbals to get the almegand and
charitable folks, this old man came hastely towdingscryer, and demanded where | was bred: Maugt{ghe) in
Cappadocia: Then he enquired what age | was of;rifex answered as a Mathematician, which disptsete my
Planets, that | was five yeares old, and willeddlteman to looke in my mouth: For | would not wiljly (quoth
he) incur the penalty of the law Cornelia, in s&jla free Citizen for a servile slave, buy a Gaglsi@ this faire



beast to ride home on, and about in the countrayttds curious buier did never stifit to question of my
qualities, and at length he demanded whether | gentle or no: Gentle (quoth the crier) as gergla Aambe,
tractable to all use, he will never bite, he walver kicke, but you would rather thinke that unter shape of an
Asse there were some well advised man, which ver@lymay easily conject, for if you would thrustuyaose in
his taile you shall perceive how patient he is: §the cryer mocked the old man, but he perceiviagaunts and
jests, waxed very angry saying, Away doting cry@ray the omnipotent and omniparent goddesse Syaint
Sabod, Bellona, with her mother Idea, and Venuf) wdonis, to strike out both thine eies, that wahnting
mocks hast scoffed me in this sort: Dost thou taitilat | will put a goddesse upon the backe offemge beast.
whereby her divine Image should be throwne downtherground, and so | poore miser should be corxgbell
(tearing my haire) to looke for some Physition é&dple her? When | heard him speake thus, | thoughtmy selfe
sodainly to leap upon him like mad Asse, to thenbte should not buy me, but incontinently thenme another
Marchant that prevented my thought, and offereé@rice for me, then my Master was glad and receheed
money, and delivered me to my new Master who whedc®helibus, and he carried his new servant hame,
before he came to his house, he called out histdargysaying, Behold my daughters, what a gentieasel have
brought for you: then they were marvailous glad] e@amming out pratling and shouting for joy, thougérely that
he had brought home a fit and conveniable sengartheir purpose, but when they perceived thatis wn Asse,
they began to provoke him, saying that he had aagbt a servant for his Maidens, but rather an Asshimselfe.
Howbeit (quoth they) keepe him not wholly for yamwne riding, but let us likewise have him at our
commandement. Therewithall they led me into thblstand tied me to the manger: there was a certaing man
with a mighty body, wel skilled in playing on inginents before the gods to get money, who (as sa®he had
espied me) entertained me verie well, for he filkeglracke and maunger full of meat, and spake pesaying, O
master Asse, you are very welcome, now you shiedl tay office in hand, you are come to supply mymeoand to
ease me of my miserable labour: but | pray God thaist long live and please my Master well, toehd thou
maist continually deliver me from so great paindhéf¥ | heard these words | did prognosticate my reige come.
The day following | saw there a great number ospas apparelled in divers colours, having paintéegd, mitres
on their heads, vestiments coloured like safframp®sses of silke, and on their feet yellow shpod® attired the
goddesse in a robe of Purple, and put her uponauleb Then they went forth with their armes nakethéir
shoulders, bearing with them great swords and neigixes, and dancing like mad persons. After tleahad passed
many small villages, we fortuned to come to oneéuBiis house, where at our first entrie they begamutle
themselves hither and thither, as though they wexé. They made a thousand gestures with their faetaheir
hands, they would bite themselves, finally, evarg tooke his weapon and wounded his armes in dplaces.
Amongst whom there was one more mad then thethedtfet[*] many deepe sighes from the bottome of his heart,
as though he hae [sic] beene ravished in spinteglenished with divine power. And after that,Joenewhat
returning to himselfe, invented and forged a ghgatsaying, that he had displeased the divine shajef the
goddesse, by doing of some thing which was not epalile to the order of their holy religion, wherefbe would
doe vengeance of himselfe: and therewithall heg¢alwvhip, and scourged his owne body, that thedbissued out
abundantly, which thing caused me greatly to fe@mrege such wounds and effusion of bloud, le&ss#me
goddesse desiring so much the bloud of men, shikealdvise desire the bloud of an Asse. After thesrevweary
with hurling and beating themselves, they sate dgwand behold, the inhabitants came in, and offgodd, silver,
vessels of wine, milke, cheese, flower, wheateathdr things: amongst whom there was one, thatghrtooarly to
the Asse that carried the goddesse, but the greddieesons thrust all into their sacke, which theyught for the
purpose and put it upon my backe, to the end | trighve for two purposes, that is to say, for tamb by reason
of my corne, and for the Temple by reason of theédgsse. In this sort, they went from place to pleagbing all
the Countrey over. At length they came to a ceet&lastle where under colour of divination, theygtat to passe
that they obtained a fat sheepe of a poore hushamdon the goddesse supper and to make sacrifttalviAfter
that the banket was prepared, they washed theiesoand brought in a tall young man of the villatgesup with
them, who had scarce tasted a few pottage, whehédgsn to discover their beastly customes and iinatel desire
of luxury. For the compassed him round aboutngjttit the table, and abused the young man, corttrady nature
and reason. When | beheld this horrible fact, lld¢@mot but attempt to utter my mind and say, O ewstbut | could
pronounce no more but the first letter O, whicbdred out so valiantly, that the young men of tvere seeing for
a straie Asse, that they had lost the same nighthaaring my voice, whereby they judged that | heene theirs,
entred into the house unawares, and found thesemecommitting their vilde abhomination, which wtieey
saw, they declared to all the inhabitants by, thamatural villany, mocking and laughing at this fhure and cleane
chastity of their religion. In the meane seasorliBhs and his company, (by reason of the bruictviivas
dispersed throughout all the region there of theastly wickednesse) put all their trumpery uponbragke, and
departed away about midnight. When we had pasgeelad part of our journey, before the rising of g, we



came into a wild desart, where they conspired tageb slay me. For after they had taken the gaadfEem my
backe and set her gingerly upon the ground, theyfdise tooke off my harnesse, and bound me suredy tOake,
beating me with their whip, in such sort that all body was mortified. Amongst whom there was ora th
threatened to cut off my legs with his hatchetdose by my noyse | diffamed his chastity, but ttheeoregarding
more their owne profit than my utility, thought b&s spare my life, because | might carry homegibddesse. So
they laded me againe, driving me before them whittirtnaked swords, till they came to a noble Githiere the
principall Patrone bearing high reverence untogingdesse, came in great devotion before us withpEymy,
Cymbals, and other instruments, and received neradl our company with much sacrifice and veneratBut
there | remember, | thought my selfe in most danigerthere was one that brought to the Mastehefitouse, a
side of a fat Bucke for a present, which being leaingehind the kitchin doore, nor far from the gibuwas cleane
eaten up by a gray hound, that came in. The Codilenhe saw the Venison devoured, lamented and pitéptly.
And because supper time approached nigh, when sisdutd be reproved of too much negligence, heg@ohkalter
to hang himselfe: but his wife perceiving whereabdmiwent, ran incontinently to him, and taking ttadter in both
her hands, stopped him of his purpose, saying,sbdnd, are you out of your wits? pray husband fohaoy
counsel, cary this strange Asse out into some splaree and kill him, which done, cut off one of sides, and
sawce it well like the side of the Bucke, and sbefore your Master. Then the Cooke hearing thumsell of his
wife, was well pleased to slay me to save himselfiet so he went to the whetstone, to sharpe hisgoo
accordingly.

THE NINTH BOOKE

THE THIRTY-SEVENTH CHAPTER

How Apuleius saved himselfe from the Cooke, bredkis halter, and of other things that happened.

In this manner the traiterous Cooke prepared hiimselslay me: and when he was ready with his Isiteedoe his
feat, | devised with my selfe how | might escape fihesent perill, and | did not long delay: forantinently | brake
the halter wherewith | was tied, and flinging myeles hither and thither to save my selfe, at lehgém hastily into
a Parlour, where the Master of the house was fenstith the Priests of the goddesse Syria, ancuiised all the
company, throwing downe their meats and drinks ftbentable. The Master of the house dismayed agnagt
disorder, commanded one of his servants to takapnand locke me in some strong place, to the enigjht
disturb them no more. But | little regarded my ilspnment, considering that | was happily deliveredn the
hands of the traiterous Cooke. Howbeit fortungherfatall disposition of the divine providence,igihneither can
be avoided by wise counsell, neither yet by anylagmme remedie, invented a new torment, for bytana young
Ladde came running into the Parlour all trembligd declared to the Master of the house, that thasea madde
Dog running about in the Streets, which had donemiarme, for he had bitten many gray hounds andd4dn
the Inne by: And he spared neither man nor beastthHere was one Mitilius a Mulettour, EpheseuSpake,
Hyppanius a chamberlaine, and Appolonius a Physitiho (thinking to chase away the madde Doggegwer
cruelly wounded by him, insomuch that many Horses @her beasts infected with the venyme of hisspogus
teeth became madde likewise. Which thing caused #ikat the table greatly to feare, and thinkingttl had beene
bitten in like sort, came out with speares, Clig] Pitchforks purposing to slay me, and | had ubtkxdly beene
slaine, had | not by and by crept into the Chamiveere my Master intended to lodge all night. Ttiey closed
and locked fast the doores about me, and kepthélser round, till such time as they thought thatgestilent
rage of madnesse had killed me. When | was thugestmithe chamber alone, | laid me downe uporb#g:to
sleepe, considering it was long time past, sirleg hnd tooke my rest as a man doth. When mornegja@me, and
that | was well reposed, | rose up lustily. In theane season, they which were appointed to watwint e
chamber all night, reasoned with themselves ingbig, Verely (quoth one) | think that this rudesAde dead. So
think I (quoth another) for the outragious poysémadness hath killed him, but being thus in divgiions of a
poore Ass, they looked through a crevis, and espiedtanding still, sober and quiet in the middlithe chamber;
then they opened the doores, and came towardregie whether | were gentle or no. Amongst whberd was
one, which in my opinion, was sent from Heavenagesmy life, that willed the other to set a basbfave water
before me, and thereby they would know whetherrewead or no, for if | did drinke without feare lemccustomed
to do, it was a signe that | was whole, and in niasie wits, where contrary if | did flie and ablethe tast of the



water, it was evident proofe of my madness, whitthg he said that he had read in ancient and deetimnks,
whereupon they tooke a bason of cleere water, eesbpted it before me: but | as soone as | perdéhe
wholesome water of my life, ran incontinently, thting my head into the bason, drank as though blezte
greatly athirst; then they stroked me with theindt®, and bowed mine eares, and tooke me by ther h@tprove
my patience, but | taking each thing in good pdigproved their mad presumption, by my meeke amidee
behaviour: when | was thus delivered from this dewagger, the next day | was laded againe witlytitslesse
Siria, and other trumpery, and was brought intowwhg with Trumpets and Cymbals to beg in the vilagvhich we
passed by according to our custome. And afterieahad gone through a few towns and Castles, vierfed to
come to a certaine village, which was builded f@simhabitants there affirme) upon the foundatiba famous
ancient Citie. And after that we had turned inte tiext Inne, we heard of a prettie jest committethé towne
there, which | would that you should know likewise.

THE THIRTY-EIGHTH CHAPTER

Of the deceipt of a Woman which made her husbarottdlal

There was a man dwelling in the towne very podrat had nothing but that which he got by the lalamd travell
of his hands: his wife was a faire young woman Mauy lascivious, and given to the appetite andrdes the flesh.
It fortuned on a day, that while this poore man gase betimes in the morning to the field aboutdhisinesse,
according as he accustomed to doe, his wives kaeetly came into his house to have his pleasittehsr. And
so it chanced that during the time that shee anddne basking together, her husband suspectingctoraatter,
returned home praising the chast continency oifis, in that hee found his doores fast closed,refoee as his
custome was, he whistled to declare his commingnThis crafty wife ready with shifts, caught herdoand
covered him under a great tub standing in a coaret therewithall she opened the doore, blamindhbieband in
this sort: Commest thou home every day with emptydss, and bringest nothing to maintaine our hotts&? has
no regard for our profit, neither providest for angate of drinke, whereas | poore wretch doe ngtay and night
but occupie my selfe with spinning, and yet my élawill scarce find the Candels which we spench@v much
more happy is my neighbour Daphne, that eatettdanéeth at her pleasure, and passeth the timeheittamorous
lovers according to her desire. What is the mdtieoth her husband) though our Master hath maddayoht the
fields, yet thinke not but | have made provisiondar supper; doest thou not see this tub thatdtbep place here
in our house in vaine, and doth us no service? Bdhmave sold it to a good fellow (that is heregent) for five
pence, wherefore | pray thee lend me thy hand,| timaty deliver him the tub. His wife (having invedta present
shift) laughed on her husband, saying: What maicharay you have you brought home hither, to fetalay my
tub for five pence, for which | poore woman thatadi day alone in my house have beene proferreaften seaven:
her husband being well apaygd of her words demanded what he was that had babghtb: Looke (quoth she)
he is gone under, to see where it be sound ohea: her lover which was under the tub, began testind rustle
himselfe, and because his words might agree tavtitds of the woman, he sayd: Dame will you havetelig¢he
truth, this tub is rotten and crackt as me seemetévery side. And then turning to her husband :slagrhy you
honest man light a Candle, that | may make clehe¢ub within, to see if it be for my purpose or fuy | doe not
mind to cast away my money wilfully: he by and bgifig made a very Oxe) lighted a candle, sayingra® you
good brother put not your selfe to so much paigteme make the tub cleane and ready for you. Wperehe put
off his coate, and crept under the tub to rub atheyfilth from the sides. In the meane seasonrtiison lover cast
his wife on the bottome of the tub and had his qalea with her over his head, and as he was in ttdest of his
pastime, hee turned his head on this side andithat finding fault with this and with that, tilkahey had both
ended their businesse, when as he delivered spavee for the tub, and caused the good man hinsetfarry it
on his backe againe to his Inne.

THE THIRTY-NINTH CHAPTER

How the Priests of the goddesse Siria were takehpan in prison, and how Apuleius was sold to adBak

After that we had tarried there a few dayes attst and charges of the whole Village, and hadegatiuch mony
by our divination and prognostication of thingstome: The priests of the goddesse Siria inventegi\ameanes to
picke mens purses, for they had certaine lofts redgrewere writtenConiuncti terram proscindunt boves ut in
futurum lceta germinent satthat is to say: The Oxen tied and yoked togetiee, till the ground to the intent it may
bring forth his increase: and by these kind ofletthey deceive many of the simple sort, for if bad demanded



whether he should have a good wife or no, they digal that his lot did testify the same, that heuhbe tyed
and yoked to a good woman and have increase chiitdren. If one demanded whether he should bugdamd
possession, they said that he should have muchmdriat should yeeld his increase. If one demamdexther he
should have a good and prosperous voyage, theyheaatiould have a good successe, and it shoulat ieef
increase of his profit. If one demanded whetherdierild vanquish his enemies, and prevaile in [iersfitheeves,
they said that this enemy should be tyed and yaddaim: and his pursuits after theeves should begerous. Thus
by the telling of fortunes, they gathered a grestrgity of money, but when they were weary withirgivof
answers, they drave me away before them next rigiotigh a lane which was more dangerous and s$kamythe
way which we went the night before, for on the sitle were quagmires and foggy marshes, on the sitiemwere
falling trenches and ditches, whereby my leggdedaine, in such sort that | could scarce comeethine field
pathes. And behold by and by a great company atiitéints of the towne armed with weapons and osetacke
overtooke us, and incontinently arresting Philednus his Priests, tied them by the necks and bkate truelly,
calling them theeves and robbers, and after tlegt hlad manacled their hands: Shew us (quoth theyup of
gold, which (under the colour of your solemne rielig ye have taken away, and now ye thinke to esaathe
night without punishment for your fact. By and lnyeccame towards me, and thrusting his hand intbeseme of
the goddesse Siria, brought out the cup which Haglystole. Howbeit for all they appeared evidet jglaine they
would not be confounded nor abashed, but jestiddaughing out the matter, gan say: Is it reasostena that you
should thus rigorously intreat us, and threaterafemall trifling cup, which the mother of the Gedde determined
to give to her sister for a present? Howbeit fottedir lyes and cavellationy , they were carryed backe unto the
towne, and put in prison by the Inhabitants, whantg the cup of gold, and the goddesse which | jdiceput and
consecrate them amongst the treasure of the tefiipdenext day | was carryed to the market to bd, soid my
price was set at seaven pence more then Philelvesfggame. There fortuned to passe by a Bakerehtxt
village, who after that he had bought a great debé®rne, bought me likewise to carry it home, argen he had
well laded me therewith, he drave me through anyrand dangerous way to his bake house; there hsgeat
company of horses that went in the mill day andhgginding of corne, but lest | should be discged at the first,
my master entertained me well, for the first dalydl nothing but fare daintily, howbeit such minseand felicity
did not long endure, for the next day following aswtyed to the mill betimes in the morning with fage covered,
to the end in turning and winding so often one washould not become giddy, but keepe a certaineses but
although when | was a man | had seen many sucleimils and knew well enough how they should beddrryet
feigning my selfe ignorant of such kind of toilestbod still and would not goe, whereby | thougbhdbuld be taken
from the mill as an Asse unapt, and put to somerdiht thing, or else to be driven into the fiekd pasture, but
my subtility did me small good, for by and by whae mill stood still, the servants came about mgng and
beating me forward, in such sort that | could ray $o advise my selfe, whereby all the companygttedl to see so
suddaine a change. When a good part of the daypaststhat | was not able to endure any longey, theke me off
my harnesse, and tied me to the manger, but althmygbones were weary, and that | needed to refrgsbelfe
with rest and provender, yet | was so curious ltlld greatly delight to behold the bakers artpimsich that | could
not eate nor drinke while | looked on.
O good Lord what a sort of poore slaves were treraie had their skinne blacke and blew, some teidliackes
striped with lashes, some were covered with ruggettes, some had their members onely hidden: sareesuch
ragged clouts, that you might perceive all thekethbodies, some were marked and burned in thesheistal hot
yrons, some had their haire halfe clipped, someldds of their legges, some very ugly and eaMdured, that
they could scarce see, their eyes and face wdrkaske and dimme with smoake, like those that fighhe sands,
and know not where they strike by reason of dustd Some had their faces all mealy. But how shousigelake of
the horses my companions, how they being old arakeghrust their heads into the manger: they hail heckes
all wounded and worne away: they rated [sic] thesethrilles with a continuall cough, their sidesrevbare with
their harnesse and great travell, their ribs weokdn with beating, their hooves were battered droigh incessant
labour, and their skinne rugged by reason of tlsicknesse. When | saw this dreadfull sight, | Inetgafeare, least
| should come to the like state: and considerint wiy selfe the good fortune which | was sometime/hen | was
a man, | greatly lamented, holding downe my head,would eate no meate, but | saw no comfort osclation of
my evill fortune, saving that my mind was somewteatreated to heare and understand what every ndrfaa
they neither feared nor doubted my presence. Attitme | remembred how Homer the divine authouarmdient
Poetry, described him to be a wise man, which redetied divers countries and nations, wherefayave great
thanks to my Asse for me, in that by this meanresd seene the experience of many things, and veasrisemore
wise (notwithstanding the great misery and labohictv| daily sustained): but | will tell you a ptgiest, which
commeth now to my remembrance, to the intent yatesemay be delighted in hearing the same.



THE FORTIETH CHAPTER

How Apuleius was handled by the Bakers wife, whviak a harlot.

The Baker which bought me was an honest and soaer Inut his wife was the most pestilent woman lithe
world, insomuch that he endured many miseries #fidtians with her, so that | my selfe did secygpiitty his
estate, and bewaile his evill fortune: for she hatlone fault alone, but all the mischiefes thatldde devised:
shee was crabbed, cruell, lascivious, drunkenjrdist niggish, covetous, riotous in filthy expesisend an enemy
to faith and chastity, a despiser of all the Gedsym other did honour, one that affirmed that sheé & God by her
selfe, wherby she deceived all men, but espediiypoore husband, one that abandoned her bodycuiitimuall
whoredome. This mischievous queane hated me insuththat shee commanded every day before shepyas
that | should be put into the mill to grind: ane tfirst thing which she would doe in the morningswo see me
cruelly beaten, and that | should grind when theeobeasts did feed and take rest. When | saw thas so cruelly
handled, she gave me occasion to learn her coniersad life, for | saw oftentimes a yong man whigould
privily goe into her chamber, whose face | did ¢Jsedesire to see, but | could not by reason miyesavere
covered every day. And verily if | had beene frad at liberty, | would have discovered all her afimation. She
had an old woman, a bawd, a messenger of miscthiafelaily haunted to her house, and made goodehéth
her to the utter undoing and impoverishment ofthesband, but | that was greatly offended with tbgligence of
Fotis, who made me an Asse, in stead of a Birdyeiccomfort my selfe by this onely meane, in tioathe
miserable deformity of my shape, | had long eand®reby | might heare all things that was doneaQ@iay | heard
the old bawd say to the Bakers wife:
Dame you have chosen (without my counsell) a youag to your lover, who as me seemeth, is dull efediy
without any grace, and dastardlike coucheth afrthening looke of your odious husband, whereby fiamne no
delight nor pleasure with him: how farre bettethis young man Philesiterus who is comely, bealtifuthe flower
of his youth, liberall, courteous, valiant and $tagainst the diligent pries and watches of yowsblamd, whereby to
embrace the worthiest dames of this country, andhydo weare a crowne of gold, for one part thaplayed to
one that was jealous over his wife. Hearken homais and then judge the diversity of these two Levknow you
not one Barbarus a Senator of our towne, whom titgav people call likewise Scorpion for his sewedf
manners? This Barbarus had a gentlewoman to hés whiom he caused daily to be enclosed within bissh, with
diligent custody. Then the Bakers wife said, | kniosv very well, for we two dwelleth together in dmeuse: Then
you know (quoth the old woman) the whole tale ofd3fiterus? No verily (said she) but | greatly desd know it:
therefore | pray you mother tell me the whole st@y and by the old woman which knew well to babblegan to
tell as followeth.

THE FORTY-FIRST CHAPTER

How Barbarus being jealous over his wife, commarttatishee should be kept close in his house, and
what happened.

You shall understand that on a day this Barbaraepgoing himselfe to ride abroad, and willing top@¢he chastity
of his wife (whom he so well loved) alone to hinfegtalled his man Myrmex (whose faith he had trgad proved
in many things) and secretly committed to him thstady of his wife, willing him that he should taten, that if
any man did but touch her with his finger as hespddy, he would not onely put him in prison, amithim hand
and foote, but also cause him to be put to deatblse to be famished for lacke of sustenance,wiards he
confirmed by an oath of all the Gods in heaven, smdeparted away: When Barbarus was gone, Myrraigghb
greatly astonied of his masters threatnings, waoldsuffer his mistresse to goe abroad, but asateecall day a
Spinning, he was so carefull that he sate by hbenaight came he went with her to the baines,ihglder by the
garment, so faithfull he was to fulfill the commamaent of his master: Howbeit the beauty of thisramatould not
be hidden from the burning eyes of Philesiterusy wbnsidering her great chastity, and how she \iligedtly kept
by Myrmex, thought it impossible to have his pumoget (indeavouring by all kind of meanes to qmise the
matter, and remembring the fragility of man, thagimbe intised and corrupted with money, sincéygold the
adamant gates may be opened) on a day, when he fdymex alone, he discovered his love, desiring to shew
his favour, (otherwise he should certainly dyehwéissurance that he need not to feare when asgte pmivily be
let in and out in the night, without knowledge ofygerson. When he thought, with these and othetteyevords to
allure and prick forward the obstinate mind of Mgnxrhe shewed him glittering gold in his hand, sgyhmat he



would give his mistresse twenty crowns and him ken,Myrmex hearing these words, was greatly tredbl
abhorring in his mind to commit such a mischiefbewore he stopped his eares, and turning his tepdrted
away: howbeit the glittering view of these crowesld never out of his mind, but being at homedenged to see
the money before his eyes, which was so worthyeg, wherefore poore Myrmex being in divers opinioosld not
tell what to doe, for on the one side he considéregromise which he made to his master, anduhéepment that
should ensue if he did contrary. On the other bléhought of the gaine, and the passing pleadule @rownes of
gold; in the end the desire of the money did moevaile then the feare of death, for the beauthefflowrishing
crownes did so sticke in his mind, that where tlemates of his master compelled him to tarry at haheepestilent
avarice of gold egged him out a doores, wherefatérg all shame aside, without further delay, beldred all the
whole matter to his Mistresse, who according tortatire of a woman, when she heard him speake gifest a
summe, she bound chastity in a string, and gavedtit to Myrmex to rule her in that case. Myrmeemg the
intent of his Mistresse, was very glad, and foatjesire of the gold, he ran hastily to Philesgedeclaring that
his Mistresse was consented to his mind, wherdferéemanded the gold which he promised. Then incamity
Philesiterus delivered him ten Crownes, and whghtréame, Myrmex brought him disguised into histresses
Chamber. About Midnight when he and she were nabgelther, making sacrifice unto the Goddesse Vémaiwld
her husband (contrary to their expectation) cantekaocked at the doore, calling with a loud voizéis Servant
Myrmex: whose long tarrying increased the suspitibhis Master, in such sort that he threatnedeiat IMyrmex
cruelly: but he being troubled with feare, and dnivto his latter shifts, excused the matter sayimay: he could not
find the key: by reason it was so darke. In themaeeseason Philesiterus hearing the noise at thedslipt on his
coat and privily ran out of the Chamber. When Myxrhad opened the doore to his Master that threagreitly,
and had let him in, he went into the Chamber tonlifis: In the mean while Myrmex let out Philesiteyand barred
the doores fast, and went againe to bed. The nexting when Barbarus awaked, he perceived two uwkno
slippers lying under his bed, which Philesiterud fagotten when he went away. Then he conceivge:at
suspition and jealousie in mind, howbeit he wowdtldiscover it to his wife, neither to any othergm, but putting
secretly the slippers into his bosome, commandeadthier Servants to bind Myrmex incontinently, émtbring him
bound to the Justice after him, thinking verilytthbg the meane of the slippers he might boult batrhatter. It
fortuned that while Barbarus went towards the dast a fury and rage, and Myrmex fast bound, fedid him
weeping, not because he was accused before hiennaist by reason he knew his owne conscienceygbithold
by adventure Philesiterus (going about his eatmesinesse) fortuned to meet with them by the wéng fearing
the matter which he committed the night before, dmabting lest it should be knowne, did suddainkeint a
meane to excuse Myrmex, for he ran upon him anteldém about the head with his fists, saying: Alschievous
varlet that thou art, and perjured knave. It wegoad deed if the Goddesse and thy master herddwpatthee to
death, for thou art worthy to be imprisoned and/éare out these yrons, that stalest my slippery awa@n thou
werest at my baines yester night. Barbarus hed#hnisgeturned incontinently home, and called hisaet Myrmex,
commanding him to deliver the slippers againe #rthht owner. The old woman had scant finishedt&lerwhen
the Bakers wife gan say: Verily she is blessedraast blessed, that hath the fruition of so worthgver, but as for
me poore miser, | am fallen into the hands of aazowwho is not onely afraid of my husband but alsevery clap
of the mill, and dares not doe nothing, beforetifired face of yonder scabbed Asse. Then the old avoanswered,
| promise you certainly if you will, you shall hatleis young man at your pleasure, and therewitlia#n night
came, she departed out of her chamber. In the ne=s®N, the Bakers wife made ready a supper ithdance
of wine and exquisite fare: so that there lacketthing, but the comming of the young man, for hesbband supped
at one of her neighbours houses. When time cameny&arnesse should be taken off and that | shadtmy
selfe, | was not so joyfull of my liberty, as whire vaile was taken from mine eyes, | should setheal
abhomination of this mischievous queane. When nigigt come and the Sunne gone downe, behold tHeaold
and the young man, who seemed to be but a chilcedson he had no beard, came to the doore. ThdBetkers
wife kissed him a thousand times and received luorteously, placed him downe at the table: butdsbdtarce
eaten the first morsell, when the good man (conti@his wives expectation) returned home, fortsleeight he
would not have come so soone: but Lord how shesdungn, praying God that he might breake his nethkbe first
entry in. In the meane season, she caught her émgethrust him into the bin where she bolted lewvér, and
dissembling the matter, finely came to her huskdemdanding why he came home so soone. | could ndé¢ ab
(quoth he) to see so great a mischiefe and wickeil ¥hich my neighbours wife committed, but | must away:
O harlot as she is, how hath she dishonoured telyamal, | sweare by the goddesse Ceres, that f Jritd] seene it
with mine eyes, | would never have beleeved it. e desirous to know the matter, desired himetbwhat she
had done: then hee accorded to the request ofitisamd ignorant of the estate of his own houselated the
mischance of another. You shall understand (quejtitat the wife of the Fullgf] my companion, who seemed to
me a wise and chast woman, regarding her own hpnest profit of her house, was found this nightwier



knave. For while we went to wash our hands, heeshedvere together: who being troubled with ousenee ran
into a corner, she thrust him into a mpjvmade with twigs, appoynted to lay on clothes t&entliem white with
the smoake of fume and brymstone. Then she sata dativ us at the table to colour the matter: innteane
season the young man covered in the mow, coulfonioéare sneesing, by reason of the smoake ofrtimegtone.
The good man thinking it had beene his wife thaesed, cryed, Christ helpe. But when he sneeseg, tmer
suspected the matter, and willing to know who isyrase from the table, and went to the mow, wheeefound a
young man welnigh dead with smoke. When hee unalaiighe whole matter, he was so inflamed with atiggrhe
called for a sword to kill him, and undoubtedlyte killed him, had | not restrained his violenttia from his
purpose, assuring him, that his enemy would dyh thié force of his brimstone, without the harmechitie should
doe. Howbeit my words would not appease his fuay,ds necessity required he tooke the young malnmiggi
choked, and carried him out at the doores. In tharma season, | counsailed his wife, till the chafeher Husband
was pacified, lest he should be moved againstdsene was against the young-man. And so being vedaheir
Supper, | forthwith returned home. When the Balkat told his tale, his impudent wife began to canseé abhorre
the wife of the Fuller, and generally all other @8y which abandon their bodies with any other thign their owne
Husbands, breaking the faith and bond of marriagpereby she said, they were worthy to be burnee aBut
knowing her owne guilty conscience and proper wtionee, lest her lover should be hurt lying in the, Ishe willed
her husband to goe to bed, but he having eatemngottaid that he would sup before he went to kelsereby she
was compelled to maugre her eies, to set suchdlinghe Table as she had prepared for her lover.
But |, considering the great mischiefe of this vedkqueane, devised with my selfe how | might rev#a¢ matter
to my Master, and by kicking away the cover oftivene (where like a Snaile the young-man was cadicteemake
her whoredome apparent and knowne. At length layded by the providence of God, for there was dmun to
whom the custody of us was committed, that dravepomre Asse, and the other Horses the same titthe: twater
to drinke; then had | good occasion ministred gieenge the injury of my master, for as | passed pgrceived the
fingers of the young-man upon the side of the hiamel lifting up my heeles, | spurned off the flegth the force
of my hoofes, whereby he was compelled to cry ad to throw downe the binne on the ground, antheso
whoredome of the Bakers wife was knowne and rededlee Baker seeing this was not a little movetthat
dishonesty of his wife, but hee tooke the young-mnembling for feare by the hand, and with cold andrteous
words spake in this sort: Feare not my Sonne,moke that | am so barbarous or cruell a persat,Itivould stifle
thee up with the smoke of Sulphur as our neighbeoaustometh, nor | will not punish thee accordm¢he rigour
of the law of Julia, which commandeth the Adulterginould be put to death: No no, | will not exeautecruelty
against so faire and comely a young-man as yobuiaye will devide our pleasure betweene us, bygll three
in one bed, to the end there may be no debateisgerdion betweene us, but that either of us magohtented, for
| have alwayes lived with my wife in such trangtyll that according to the saying of the wise-mghatsoever |
say, she holdeth for law, and indeed equity witl suffer, but that the husband should beare maiteosity then the
wife: with these and like words he led the youngarthis Chamber, and closed his wife in anothearfitter. On
the next morrow, he called two of the most stutdBesvants of his house, who held up the young-maiie he
scourged his buttockes welfavouredly with rods bkehild. When he had well beaten him, he saidnattthou
ashamed, thou that art so tender and delicatdd thidesire the violation of honest marriagesl emdefame thy
selfe with wicked living, whereby thou hast gottea name of an Adulterer? After he had spoken theddike
words, he whipped him againe, and chased him ohbisdiouse. The young-man who was the comeliesl tfie
adulterers, ran away, and did nothing else thditrigve onely bewaile his striped and painted bké&s. Soone
after the Baker sent one to his wife, who divorhedaway in his name, but she beside her owneaibtoischiefe,
(offended at this great contumely, though she hadhily deserved the same) had recourse to wickiscbad
trumpery, never ceasing untill she had found ouEachantresse, who (as it was thought) could das slre would
with her Sorcery and conjuration. The Bakers wigdn to intreat her, promising that she would lgrge
recompence her, if shee could bring one of thesgdtho passe, eyther to make that her husbandomagconciled
to her againe, or else if hee would not agree thete send an ill spirit into him, to dispossetse spirit of her
husband. Then the witch with her abhominable seigbegan to conjure and to make her Ceremoniggtrie the
heart of the Baker to his wife, but all was in \&iwherefore considering on the one side that shklaot bring
her purpose to passe, and on the other side the &dher gaine, she ran hastily to the Bakerathieg to send an
evill spirit to kill him, by meane of her conjurati. But peradventure some scrupulous reader magmi@me a
guestion, how I, being an Asse, and tyed alwayéisammill house, could know the secrets of thesmemm Verily |
answer, notwithstanding my shape of an Asse, lthadgence and knowledge of a man, and curiouslgamdired
to know out such injuries as were done to my mastieout noone there came a woman into the Milhousgy
sorrowfull, raggedly attired, with bare feete, meigll-favoured, and her hayre scattering uponfaee: This
woman tooke the Baker by the hand, and fainingghathad some secret matter to tell him, wentarethamber,



where they remained a good space, till all the €avas ground, when as the servants were compelleallttheir
master to give them more corne, but when they absdccvery often, and no person gave answer, teggib to
mistrust, insomuch that they brake open the doghen they were come in, they could not find the \wanpbut
onely their master hanging dead upon a rafterettramber, whereupon they cryed and lamented greai
according to the custome, when they had washedsttigas, they tooke the body and buried it. The deaxt
morrow, the daughter of the Baker, which was mdrhet a little before to one of the next Villaganwe crying and
beating her breast, not because she heard of #tle deher father by any man, but because his lsabénspirit,
with a halter about his necke appeared to heramibht, declaring the whole circumstance of higtdeand how by
inchantment he was descended into hell, which chlieeto thinke that her father was dead. Aftet she had
lamented a good space, and was somewhat comfortie Iservants of the house, and when nine dayes we
expired, as inheretrix to her father, she sold aatbthe substance of the house, whereby the gdoalsced into
divers mens hands.

THE FORTY-SECOND CHAPTER

How Apuleius after the Baker was hanged, was sod@ardener, and what dreadfull things happened.

There was a poore Gardener amongst the rest, Wwbigght me for the summe of fifty pence, which segtoehim
a great price, but he thought to gayne it againthbycontinuall travell of my body. The matter riqth to tell
likewise, how | was handled in his service. Thisdeamer accustomed to drive me every morning ladéd vearbes
to the next Village, and when he had sold his hessrbee would mount upon my backe and returneetGtrden,
and while he digged the ground and watered thebksaand went about other businesse, | did nothingepose
my selfe with great ease, but when Winter approdetith sharpe haile, raine and frosts, and | stagpdinder a
hedge side, was welnigh killed up with cold, andmmster was so poore that he had no lodging fosdiliie, much
lesse had he any litter or place to cover me witfal he himselfe alwayes lay under a little rosfeadowed with
boughes. In the morning when | arose, | found myfé® shriveled together with cold, and unable tespaipon the
sharpe ice, and frosty mire, neither could I filf melly with meate, as | accustomed to doe, formagter and |
supped together, and had both one fare: howbed#stvery slender since as wee had nothing elsagald and

unsavoury salletg] which were suffered to grow for seed, like longdimes and that had lost all their sweet sappe
and juice.
It fortuned on a day that an honest man of the widlage was benighted and constrained by reasdheofain to
lodge (very lagged and weary) in our Garden, wha#éh®ugh he was but meanely received, yet it sewedt]
enough considering time and necessity. This hanastto recompence our entertainment, promisedvi gy
master some corne, oyle, and two bottles of wieerafore my master not delaying the matter, ladedwith
sackes and bottels, and rode to the Towne whichse@agen miles off.
When we came to the honest mans house, he eneattaird feasted my master exceedingly. And it fediwvhile
they eate and dranke together as signe of gredy &mere chanced a strange and dreadfull cas¢hdéoe was a Hen
which ran kackling about the yard, as though sheldvbave layed an Egge. The good man of the hoaiseejwing
her, said: O good and profitable pullet that feédesvery day with thy fruit, thou seemest as tfiothou wouldest
give us some pittance for our dinner: Ho boy petRannier in the corner that the Hen may lay. Therboy did as
his master commanded , but the Hen forsaking thiBg came toward her master and laid at hisrfeean Egge,
which every man knoweth, but a Chickin with feathetawes, and eyes, which incontinently ran pegpfter his
damme. By and by happened a more strange thinghwhbuld cause any man to abhorre: under the Taldze
they sate, the ground opened, and there appeapedtwell and fountain of bloud, insomuch thatdheps thereof
sparckled about the Table. At the same time whidg tvondred at this dreadfull sight one of the Sets came
running out of the Seller, and told that all the&vivas boyled out of the vessels, as though thedtdbene some
great fire under. By and by a Weasel was seenaltbat into the house a dead Serpent, and out ahtheh of a
Shepheards dog leaped a live frog, and immediafédy one brought word that a Ram had strangleddnse dog
at one bit. All these things that happened, astbtiie good man of the house, and the residue i present,
insomuch that they could not tell what to doe, @hwvhat sacrifice to appease the anger of the .gifhéle every
man was thus stroken in feare, behold, one broughd to the good man of the house, that his thoe@ess who
had been brought up in good literature, and enddtdgood manners were dead, for they three haattgre
acquaintance and ancient amity with a poore mactwivias their neighbour, and dwelled hard by therd: reext
unto him dwelled another young man very rich batkands and goods, but bending from the race gbtuigenies
dissentions, and ruling himselfe in the towne aditwy to his owne will. This young royster did mdigtdhate this
poore man, insomuch that he would kill his shestegle his oxen, and spoyle his corne and othits foefore the



time of ripenesse, yet was he not contented with but he would encroch upon the poore mans grcamdl
clayme all the heritage as his owne. The poore widoh was very simple and fearefull, seeing alldgosds taken
away by the avarice of the rich man, called togetinel assembled many of his friends to shew théhisaland, to
the end he might have but so much ground of higefatheritage, as might bury him. Amongst whomfohed
these three brethren, as friends to helpe and iayihthis adversity and tribulation.

Howbeit, the presence of these honest Citizendddouno wise perswade him to leave his extort powe nor yet
to cause any temperance of his tongue, but the theyewent about with gentle words to tell him &f faults, the
more would he fret and likewise fume, swearingladl oathes under God, that he little regarded tbegmce of the
whole City, whereupon incontinently he commandedseirvants to take the poore man by the earesanghim
out of his ground, which greatly offended all th@nslers by. Then one of the brethren spake untsbmewhat
boldly saying: It is but a folly to have such affee in your riches, whereby you should use youartgy against the
poore, when as the law is common for all men, aretleesse may be had to suppresse your insolehegeTwords
chafed him more then the burning oile, or flamimigristone, or scourge of whipps, saying: that tHeyusd be
hanged and their law too, before he would be stibjeto any person: and therewithall he called éibhndogges
and great masties, which accustomed to eate thercand carkases of dead beasts in the fieldstaaét upon
such as passed by the way: then he commandedhbaldde put upon all the assistance to teareithpaeces:
who as soone as they heard the hisse of their maatefiercely upon them invading then on evedgesinsomuch
that the more they flied to escape away, the marellcand terrible were the dogges. It fortuned agsh all this
fearefull company, that in running, the youngesthefthree brethren stumbled at a stone, and ég@thdo the
ground: Then the dogs came upon him and tare hipeétes with their teeth, whereby he was compédledy for
succour: His other two brethren hearing his lamgetgaoice ran towards him to helpe him, castingrtbieakes
about their left armes, tooke up stones to chass éle dogs, but all was in vaine, for they migde their brother
dismembred in every part of his body: Who lyindghe very point of death, desired his brethren v@nge his death
against that cruell tyrant: And therewithall he gaxp the ghost. The other two brethren perceivingreat a
murther, and neglecting their owne lives, like daape persons dressed themselves against the, grahthrew a
great number of stones at him, but the bloudy thegércised in such and like mischiefes, tookeeargpand thrust
it cleane through the body: howbeit he fell not dewto the ground. For the speare that came ous aigleke ran
into the earth, and sustained him up. By and byecane of these tyrants servants the most sturdielse rest to
helpe his master, who at the first comming took& gpone and threw it at the third brother, butdgson the stone
ran along his arme it did not hurt him, which chethotherwise then all mens expectation was: bybgritie young
man feigning that his arme was greatly woundedkesplaese words unto the cruell bloud sucker: Nowsththou,
thou wretch, triumph upon the destruction of all family, now hast thou fed thy insatiable crueitigh the bloud
of three brethren, now maist thou rejoyce at thieofaus Citizens, yet thinke not but that how fathou dost
remove and extend the bounds of thy land, thou blag&k some neighbor, but how greatly am | sorthat | have
lost mine arme wherewithall | minded to cut off thgad. When he had spoken these words, the futieese drew
out his dagger, and running upon the young mangtiowerily to have slaine him, but it chanced ottise: For the
young man resisted him stoutly, and in bucklingetbgr by violence wrested the dagger out of higlhatich
done, he killed the rich theefe with his owne weg@mnd to the intent the young man would escapédhds of the
servants which came running to assist their masfér,the same dagger he cut his owne throat. Ttiisgs were
signified by the strange and dreadfull wondres Whartuned in the house of the good man, who dféehad heard
these sorrowfull tydings could in no wise weepefaste was he stroken with dolour, but presentkyng his knife
wherewith he cut his cheese and other meate bédfereut his owne throat likewise, in such sort tieafell upon
the bord and imbraced the table with the strearhsdloud, in most miserable manner. Hereby wasmaster
the Gardener deprived of his hope, and payingigdimner the watry teares of his eyes, mountecdhupy backe
and so we went homeward the same way as wee came.

THE FORTY-THIRD CHAPTER

How Apuleius was found by his shadow.

As wee passed by the way wee met with a tall seuldor so his habite and countenance declared)witioproud
and arrogant words spake to my master in this Qutrsum vacuum ducis Asinuiy master somewhat astonied
at the strange sights which he saw before, andégmaf the Latine tongue, roade on and spake reevard: The
souldier unable to refraine his insolence, andraféel at his silence, strake him on the shouldehe asite on my
backe; then my master gently made answer that tierstood not what he said, whereat the souldiegriyng
demanded againe, whether he roade with his Assef¥ Kpioth he) to the next City: But | (quoth theuglier)



have need of his helpe, to carry the trusses oCaytaine from yonder Castle, and therewithalldoké me by the
halter and would violently have taken me away:rmytmaster wiping away the blood of the blow whieh h
received of the souldier, desired him gently amillgito take some pitty upon him, and to let himpért with his
owne, swearing and affirming that his slow Asselnvgh dead with sicknesse, could scarce carry alfemdfuls of
hearbs to the next towne, much lesse he was ableai@ any greater trusses: but when he saw thdiesowould in
no wise be intreated, but ready with his staffelemve my masters head, my master fell down dekie, under
colour to move him to some pitty, but when he s@tiime, he tooke the souldier by the legs and ltiastupon the
ground: Then he buffetted him, thumped him, bit hiamd tooke a stone and beat his face and his, sidghe
could not turne and defend himselfe, but onelyatee that if ever he rose, he would choppe himiengs. The
Gardener when he heard him say so, drew out hidifewhich he had by his side, and when he haditheoit
away, he knockt and beate him more cruelly theditidefore, insomuch that the souldier could nihfatg what
meanes to save himselfe, but by feining that hedeasl. Then my master tooke the javelin and mowned my
backe, riding in all hast to the next village, hayno regard to goe to his Garden, and when he taither, he
turned into one of his friends house and declaliegti@whole matter, desiring him to save his &fed to hide
himselfe and his Asse in some secret place, wuotilh time as all danger were past. Then his frieat$orgetting
the ancient amity betweene them, entertained hifimgly and drew me up a paire of staires into arober, my
master crept into a chest, and lay there with thercclosed fast: The souldier (as | afterwardeled) rose up as
one awaked from a drunken sleepe, but he couldscrre by reason of his wounds: howbeit at lengtlitte and
little through ayd of his staffe he came to thertewbut hee would not declare the matter to angquenor
complaine to any justice, lest he should be accafedwardise or dastardnesse, yet in the endltestone of his
companions of all the matter that happened: they tihoke him and caused him to be closed in socretsplace,
thinking that beside the injury which he had reedivhe should be accused of the breach of his fajtheason of
the losse of his speare, and when they had ledheesignes of my master, they went to search himadulast there
was an unfaithfull neighbour that told them wheeewas, then incontinently the souldiers went toJirgtice
declaring that they had lost by the way a silveslgoof their Captaines, and that a Gardener haddat, who
refusing to deliver the goblet, was hidden in ofikis friends houses: by and by the Magistrateststdnding the
losse of the Captaine, came to the doores whemgare, commanded our host to deliver my master yyaame of
death: howbeit these threatnings could not enfbirteto confesse that he was within his dooresplueason of
his faithfull promise and for the safeguard offniend, he said, that hee saw not the Gardeneeat grhile, neither
knew where he was: the souldiers said contraryretheto know the verity of the matter, the Magittsa
commanded their Seargants and ministers to segeck eorner of the house, but when they could fiaidher
Gardener nor Asse, there was a great contentiaveket the souldiers and our Host, for they sayavare within
the house: and he said no, but | that was verpuario know the matter, when | heard so great asyqut my
head out of the window to learne what the stirré tmult did signifie. It fortuned that one of theuldiers
perceived my shadow, whereupon he began to cringaat hee had certainly seene me; then theg akglad
and came up into the chamber, and pulled me doik@ea lprisoner. When they had found mee, they dmlibt
nothing of the Gardener, but seeking about moreondy, at length they found him couched in a chasid so they
brought out the poore gardener to the Justices,wascommitted immediately to prison, but they dautver
forbeare laughing from the time they found me byshadow, wherefore is risen the common Proverbee T
shadow of the Asse."

THE TENTH BOOKE

THE FORTY-FOURTH CHAPTER

How the souldier drave Apuleius away, and how hreecéo a Captaines house, and what happened there.

The next day how my master the Gardener sped,w k¢, but the gentle souldier, who was well bedteris
cowardise, lead me to his lodging without the cadigtion of any man: Where hee laded me well, aardighed my
body (as seemed to me) like an Asse of armes. irtiteoone side | bare an helmet that shined exaeglydiOn the
other side a Target that glistered more a thouéaldd. And on the top of my burthen he put a lopgase, which
things he placed thus gallantly, not because hesaaspert in warre (for the Gardener proved thereoy) but to
the end he might feare those which passed by, Wiensaw such a similitude of warre. When we hatkgogood



part of our journey, over the plaine and easielfielve fortuned to come to a little towne, wherelodged at a
certaine Captaines house. And there the souldidsetme to one of the servants, while he himselfetweavards his
captaine; who had the charge of a thousand menwhieth we had remained there a few dayes, | undetstba
wicked and mischievous fact committed there, whikhve put in writing to the end you may know theng. The
master of the house had a sonne instructed in lifeoature, and endued with vertuous manners, auafie as you
would desire to have the like. Long time beforerm@her dyed, and when his father married a new,wihd had
another child of the age of xii. yeares. The stepelavas more excellent in beauty then honesty:Herl@ved this
young man her sonne in law, either because sheim@mst by nature, or because she was enforceatdpff
stepmother, to commit so great a mischiefe. Geatder, thou shalt not read of a fable, but radheagedy: This
woman when her love began first to kindle in hearhecould easily resist her desire and inordiaaeetite by
reason of shame and feare, lest her intent shaulchbwne: But after it compassed and burned evanyqgh her

brest, she was compelled to yeeld unto the ragame of Cupid, and under colour of the diseaseidirahity of
her body, to conceale the wound of her restlesgd.nivery man knoweth well the signes and tokenswa, and
the malady convenient to the same: Her countenaasepale, her eyes sorrowfull, her knees weakettsreé was
no comfort in her, but continuall weeping and solgbinsomuch that you would have thought that sttesome
spice[¥] of an ague, saving that she wept unmeasurablyPhigtian knew not her disease, when they felt the
beating of the veines, the intemperance of herthiber sobbing sighes, and her often tossing ofyeside: No, no,
the cunning Phisitian knew it not, but a scholle¥enus Court might easily conjecture the wholeteAthat she
had beene long time tormented in her afflictiord ams no more able to conceale her ardent debiee, caused her
sonne to be called for, (which word son she woaidd put away if it were not for shame:) Then hthimg
disobedient to the commandement of his mother, avghd and modest countenance, came into the chaifriie
stepdame, the mother of his brother, but she spgaiéver a word was in great doubt what she might énd
could not tell what to say first, by reason of skaifhe young man suspecting no ill, with humblertzsie
demanded the cause of her present disease. Théawhg found an occasion to utter her intent, witkeping eyes
and covered face, began boldly to speake unto titti$ manner: Thou, thou, art the originall caofall my
dolour: Thou art my comfort and onely health, fooge thy comely eyes are so enfastned within mst bifeat
unlesse they succour me, | shall certainly die:éHaitty therefore upon me, be not the occasionytlastruction,
neither let my conscience reclaime to offend thizda, when as thou shalt save the life of thy moth®reover
since thou dost resemble thy fathers shape in gp@ny, it giveth me cause the more to fancy tiNmw is
ministred unto thee time and place: Now hast thmasion to worke thy will, seeing that we are aloked it is a
common saying:

Never knowne, never done.

This young man troubled in mind at so suddaindlaalthough he abhorred to commit so beastly meriyet hee
would not cast her off with a present deniall, Wwarily pacified her mind with delay of promise. Watre he
promised to doe all according to her desire: Anthexmeane season, he willed his mother to bernésgood
cheere, and comfort her selfe till as he might ndhe convenient time to come unto her, when tiefavas
ridden forth: Wherewithall hee got him away frone fhestilent sight of his stepdame. And knowing thiat matter
touching the ruine of all the whole house neededcthunsell of wise and grave persons, he went tirently to a
sage old man and declared the whole circumstandechatter. The old man after long deliberatibought there
was no better way to avoyd the storme of cruetufoe to come, then to run away. In the meane seasowicked
woman impatient of her love, and the long delah@fsonne, egged her husband to ride abroad i fa
countreyes. And then she asked the young-man twergdishment of his promise, but he to rid himselfdirely
from her hands, would find alwayes excuses, tithim end she understood by the messengers thaticamnd out,
that he nothing regarded her. Then she by how rmbeHoved him before, by so much and more she lted
now. And by and by she called one of her servaetg]y to all mischiefes; To whom she declaredexldecrets.
And there it was concluded betweene them two,ttresurest way was to kill the young man: Whereupan
varlet went incontinently to buy poyson, which hinghed with wine, to the intent he would give itttee young
man to drinke, and thereby presently to kill hinut B/hile they were in deliberation how they migffeoit unto
him, behold there happened a strange adventurgh&goung sonne of the woman that came from thede at
noone (being very thirsty) tooke the pot whereim ployson was mingled, and ignorant of the venimnkie a good
draught thereof, which was prepared to kill histheo: whereby he presently fell downe to the grodedd. His
schoolemaster seeing his sudden change, calleddiier, and all the servants of the house, withnallvoyce.
Incontinently every man declared his opinion, tangtthe death of the child: but the cruell womaa dimely
example of stepmothers malice, was nothing movetth®pitter death of her sonne, or by her owne dense of
paracide, or by the misfortune of her house, othieydolour of her husband, but rather devised #&strdction of all



her family. For by and by shee sent a messengartat husband to tell him the great misfortunecWhiappened
after his departure. And when he came home, thkedigvoman declared that his sonne had empoysogsed hi
brother, because he would not consent to his awildl told him divers other leasings, adding in the #hat he
threatned to kill her likewise, because she discV¢he fact: Then the unhappy father was strokiémdouble
dolour of the death of his two children, for on tiee side he saw his younger sonne slaine befereyiis, on the
other side, he seemed to see the elder condemmiye for his offence: Againe, where he beheld hfe {@ament in
such sort, it gave him further occasion to hateshisne more deadly; but the funerals of his yousgane were
scarce finished, when the old man the father wigkeping eyes even at the returne from the gravet toghe
Justice and accused his sonne of the slaughtes bfdther, and how he threatned to slay his witegreby the
rather at his weeping and lamentation, he mooveti@Magistrates and people to pitty, insomuch tithout any
delay, or further inquisition they cryed all tha&t $hould be stoned to death, but the Justiceqtgarfarther
inconvenience to arise by the particular vengeaaeé to the end there might fortune no seditionragabthe
people, prayed the decurions and other Officeth@City, that they might proceed by examinatiomnvihesses,
and with order of justice according to the ancrgtome before the judging of any hasty sentengadgement,
without the hearing of the contrary part, like las barbarous and cruell tyrants accustome to tiserwise they
should give an ill example to their successourss dpinion pleased every man, wherefore the Seratmd
counsellors were called, who being placed in oegeording to their dignity, caused the accuserdmidnder to be
brought forth, and by the example of the Athenam,land judgement materiall, their Advocates weramanded
to plead their causes briefly without preamblemotions of the people to pitty, which were too l@ngrocesse.
And if you demand how | understood all this matyeny shall understand that | heard many declarsadhae, but to
recite what words the accuser used in his invectiveat answer the defender made, the orations eadipgs of
each party, verily | am not able to doe: for | iast bound at the manger. But as | learned and kneethers, |
will God willing declare unto you. So it was orddre¢hat after the pleadings of both sides was entheg thought
best to try and boult out the verity by witnessaispresumptions and likelihood set apart, andatibio the servant,
who onely was reported to know all the matter: bg by the servant came in, who nothing abashetiedeare of
SO great a judgement, or at the presence of thgedudr at his owne guilty conscience, which hefinsty fained,
but with a bold countenance presented himselferbef® Justices and confirmed the accusation aghimyoung
man, saying: O yee judges, on a day when this youegloathed and hated his stepmother, hee cakled m
desiring me to poyson his brother, whereby hee tmiglenge himselfe, and if | would doe it and ket#tgematter
secret, hee promised to give me a good reward yopaimes: but when the young man perceived thaiuldvnot
accord to his will, he threatned to slay mee, whpoa hee went himselfe and bought poyson, and taftepered it
with wine, and then gave it to me to give the chilthich when | refused he offered to his brotheihwiis own
hands. When the varlet with a trembling countendrazbended these words which seemed a likelihodaiibf, the
judgement was ended: neither was there found atgejor counsellor, so mercifull to the young macuaed, as
would not judge him culpable, but that he shoulghband sowne in a skin, with a dogge, a Cocl&nake, and an
Ape, according to the law against parricides: wieeethey wanted nothing but (as the ancient custass) to put
white stones and black into a pot, and to take tbetragaine, to see whether the young-man accimeddsbe
acquitted by judgement or condemned, which wagng tihrevocable.

In the mean season he was delivered to the harttie efkecutioner. But there arose a sage and arRrigsitian, a
man of a good conscience and credit throughouhalCity, that stopped the mouth of the pot whetleinstones
were cast, saying: | am right glad ye reverend dgdthat | am a man of name and estimation amgogst
whereby | am accompted such a one as will not saffg person to be put to death by false and urtcaasations,
considering there hath bin no homicide or murtlemmitted by this yong man in this case, neither (ming
sworn to judge uprightly) to be misinformed and sdaliby invented lyes and tales. For | cannot belade and
open my conscience, least | should be found togbgmall honour and faith to the Gods, whereforey you give
eare, and | will shew you the whole truth of thettera You shall understand that this servant wiiath merited to
be hanged, came one of these dayes to speake wjtpromising to give me a hundred crownes, if | idaive

him present poyson, which would cause a man tesdgéenly, saying, that he would have it for oné s sicke
of an incurable disease, to the end he might beateld from all torment, but | smelling his craépd subtill fetch,
and fearing least he would worke some mischiefballitgave him a drinke: but to the intent | migtgare my
selfe from all danger that might happen, | would presently take the money which he offered. Basi@any of the
crownes should lacke weight or be found counterfaitlled him to seale the purse wherein they waug with his
manuell signe, whereby the next day we might ggettter to the Goldsmith to try them, which he dtierefore
understanding that he was brought present befarghys day, | hastily commanded one of my servamfetch the
purse which he had sealed, and here | bring it yototo see whether he will deny his owne signemrand you
may easily conject that his words are untrue, whielalleadged against the young man, touchingulag of the



poyson, considering hee bought the poyson himsaifeen the Physitian had spoken these words youtmigh
perceive how the trayterous knave changed his cotmw hee sweat for feare, how he trembled inyepart of his
body: and how he set one leg upon the other, sérathis head and grinding his teeth, whereby there no
person but would judge him culpable. In the endenvhe was somewhat returned to his former subtiigybegan
to deny all that was said, and stoutly affirmedt ttne Physitian did lye. But the Physitian percejthat he was
rayled at and his words denyed, did never ceasertfirme his sayings, and to disprove the varigsuch time as
the Officers by the commandment of the Judges, édismhands and brought out the seale, wherewitiade
sealed the purse which augmented suspition whichceaceived of him first. Howbeit, neither the feaf the
wheele or any other torment according to the ugbeGrecians, which were ready prepared, no, ebthe fire
could enforce him to confesse the matter, so cdtgtiand grounded was he in his mischievous minttHgu
Physitian perceiving that the menaces of thesedotsndid nothing prevaile, gan say: | cannot suffesbide that
this young man who is innocent, should againdaalland conscience, be punished and condemnee tamti the
other which is culpable, should escape so easily adter mocke and flowte at your judgement: faiill give you
an evident proofe and argument of this presenteerivou shall understand, that when this caytiffmdeded of me
a present and strong poyson, considering thatstrved my part to give occasion of any others ddathrather to
cure and save sicke persons by meane of medi@ndson the other side, fearing least if | shouldydeis request, |
might minister a further cause of his mischieféhei that he would buy poyson of some other, @ edsurne and
worke his wicked intent, with a sword or some dangs weapon, | gave him no poyson, but a dolingkeriof
Mandragora, which is of such force, that it wilusa any man to sleepe as though he were deadeNmitih any
marvaile if this most desperate man, who is celstaigsured to be put to death, ordained by an anciestome, can
suffer and abide these facill and easie tormentsif it be so that the child hath received thenklei as | tempered it
with mine owne hands, he is yet alive and dothsteetpe, and after his sleepe he shall returnéetadjaine, but if
he be dead indeed, then you may further enquitkeo€auses of his death. The opinion of this anétysitian was
found good, and every man had a desire to goeetSéipulchre where the child was layd; there wag ndthe
Justices, none of any reputation of the towneamgrof the common people, but went to see thisigeaight.
Amongst them all the father of the child remoovéthwis owne hands the stone of the Sepulchref@mt his
Sonne rising up after his dead and soporiferowepslewhom when he beheld, he imbraced him in hiesrand
presented him before the people, with great joyamolation, and as he was wrapped and bound igrave, so
he brought him before the Judges, whereupon thkadigesse of the Servant, and the rest of the Seiasach the
treason of the stepdame was plainely discovereatltranverity of the matter revealed, whereby thenan was
perpetually exiled, the Servant hanged on a Galipard the Physitian had the Crownes, which wgsapeel to
buy the poyson. Behold how the fortune of the olthrwas changed, who thinking to be deprived difialrace and
posterity, was in one moment made the Father ofGhitdren. But as for me, | was ruled and handhgdobtune,
according to her pleasure.

THE FORTY-FIFTH CHAPTER

How Apuleius was sold to two brethren, whereofwae a Baker, and the other a Cooke, and how finely
and daintily he fared.

The Souldier that payed never a penny for me, eycttimmandement of his Captaine, was sent unto Romgeyy
Letters to the great Prince, and Generall of theaza Before he went, he sold me for eleven pentsdmf his
Companions, being Servants to a man of worshipredi®ne was a Baker that baked sweet bread archti,
the other a Cooke, which dressed fine and excefheatts for his Master. These two lived in commanal, would

drive me from place to place, to carry such thiagsvas necessary, insomuch that | was receiveldesg ttwo, as a
third Brother, and Companion, and | thought | wasgar better placed, then with them: for when nigirhe that

Supper was done, and the businesse ended, theg tmand many good morsels into their Chamber fenikelves.

One would bring Pigs, Chickens, fish, and otherdgo®ates, the other fine bread, pasties, tarttarcissand other

delicate Junkets dipped in hony. And when theydtad their chamber doore, and went to the baind:qi@) how |
would fill my guts with these goodly dishes: neitl&as | so much a foole, or so very an Asse, teddhe dainty
meats, and to grind my teeth upon hard hay. Inghiis| continued a great space, for | played treelst Asse,

taking but a little of one dish, and a little ofctimer, wherby no man distrusted me. In the endad more hardier
and began to devoure the whole messes of the siwbedtes, which caused the baker and the Cookedpect,

howbeit they nothing mistrusted me, but searcheditato apprehend the theefe. At length they begattuse one

another of theft, and to set the dishes and moofeteat in order, one by another, because theydiearne what
was taken away, whereby one of them was compedledy thus to his fellow: Is it reason to breakemise and



faith in this sort, by stealing away the best maat] to sell it to augment thy good, and yet néadesse to have thy
part in the residue that is left: if our partnepstio mislike thee, we will breake of: for | peroeithat the great losse
which | sustain, will at length be a cause of gdiatord betweene us. Then answered the otherdy\griaise thy
great constancy and subtilnesse, in that (when hlagtisecretly taken away the meat) [thou] dosintieg
complaine first, whereas | by long space of timeehsuffered thee, because | would not seeme tcsaaoy brother
of theft, but | am right glad in that wee are faliato communication of the matter, least by olersie, like
contention might arise betweene us, as fortuneddsrie Eteocles and his Brother. When they had medso
together in this sort, they swore both earnedtigt heither of them stale or tooke away any jotdhefmeate,
wherefore they concluded to search out the Thegtdlkind of meanes. For they could not imagirttonke, the
Asse who stood alone there, would eate any suckesyazeither could they thinke that Mice or Flyesre so
ravenous, as to devouer whole dishes of meatthiéd3irds Harpies which carried away the meatéBhifieus the
King of Archadia. In the meane season while | vebwith dainty morsels, | gathered together myhflesy skin
waxed soft, my haire began to shine, and was dallamvery part, but such faire and comely shapaybody,
was cause of my dishonour, for the Baker and Cowdevelled to see me so slick and fine, considdritig eate no
hay at all. Wherefore on a time at their accustohwmdre, they went to the baines, and locked theinmber doore.
It fortuned that ere they departed away, they espye through a hole, how I fell roundly to my vialst then they
marvelled greatly, and little esteemed the lossh@f meate, laughed exceedingly, calling the &t of the
house, to shew them the greedy gorge and appétite dsse. Their laughing was so immoderate thamntaster of
the house heard them, and demanded the causerdéatighter, and when hee understood all the mattsr looked
through the hole likewise, wherewith he took suaekectation that hee commanded the doore to baeop¢hat
hee might see mee at his pleasure. Then | pergedwiary man laugh, was nothing abashed, but ratbee bold,
whereby | never rested eating, till such time a@srttaster of the house commanded me to be broughtimparler
as a novelty, and there caused all kinds of meetésh were never touched to be set on the tableshafalthough |
had eaten sufficiently before, yet to win the fertfavour of the master of the house) | did grgediévoure and
made a cleane riddance of all the delicate meAtasto prove my nature wholly, they gave mee suelates as
every Asse doth abhorre: for they put before medeband vinegar, birds and pepper, fish and vegjejc: in the
meane season they that beheld mee at the tabfethithg but laugh. Then one of the servants ohtigse sayd to
his master, | pray you sir give him some drinkéi®supper: Marry (quoth hee) | thinke thou saist t for it may
be, that to his meate hee would drinke likewise@af wine. Hoe boy, wash yonder pot, and fill ithwwine,
which done, carry it to the Asse, and say thatveldrunke to him. Then all the standers by looked® see what
would come to passe: but | (as soone as | beheldup) staied not long, but gathering my lips tbgetsupped up
all the wine at one draught. The master being jjigyfull hereat caused the Baker and Cooke whichbraught
me, to come before him, to whom he delivered fdumes as much for me, as they paid, which doneohenditted
me to one of his rich Libertines, and charged hirfooke well to me, and that | should lacke nothiwgo obeied
his masters commandement in every point: and teridehe would creepe further into his favour, hegka me a
thousand qualities. First he instructed me totdth@table upon my taile, and how | should leape: dance, holding
up my former feete: moreover hee taught me hovoukhanswer when any body spake unto me, with magdiy
head, which was a strange and marvailous thingjfdraid lacke drinke, | should looke still upohe pot. All
which things | did willingly bring to passe, andeyled his doctrine: howbeit, | could have donetadke things
without his teaching, but | feared greatly lessiewing my selfe cunning without a master, | shquitend some
great and strange wonder, and thereby be thrown® auild beasts. But my fame was spred about areplace,
and the qualities which | could doe, insomuch thgtmaster was renowned throughout all the Coungrselason of
mee. For every man would say: Behold the Gentletimainhath an Asse, that will eate and drinke with, that will
dance, and understand what is said to him, witlshis fantasie by signes. But first | will tell y§which | should
have done before) who my master was, and of whattop His name was Thiasus, hee was borne at thorin
which is a principall towne of Achaia, and he hadged many offices of honor, till hee had takemugm the
degree Quinquenuall, according as his birth anditligequired, who to shew his worthinesse, anguichase the
benevolence of every person, appointed publikegayel triumphs, to endure the space of three dapeso bring
his endeavour to passe, he came into Thessalytexnellent Beasts, and valiant fighters for theppse.

THE FORTY-SIXTH CHAPTER

How a certaine Matron fell in love with Apuleiugvinhee had his pleasure with her, and what othieigth
happened.



When he had bought such things as was necessamgié not returne home into his Countrey in Chiatior
waggon, neither would he ride upon Thessalian HpreJenets of France, or Spanish Mules, whicimdst
excellent as can be found, but caused me to bésparchand trimmed with trappers and barbs of Qaeith brave
harnesse, with purple coverings, with a bridleiloes, with pictured cloths, and with shrilling b&land in this
manner he rode upon me lovingly, speaking andatitrg me with gentle words, but above all thingglliegreatly
rejoyce in that | was his Servant to beare him upgrbacke, and his Companion to feed with him atfhble:
After long time when we had travelled as well bya%s Land, and fortuned to arive at Corinth, thepjeeof the

Towne came about us on every side, not so muchaddnour to Thiasus, as to see me: For my famewas
greatly spread there, that | gained my master muahey, and when the people was desirous to sedaye p
prankes, they caused the Gates to be shut, andaswenftered in should pay money, by meanes whevess a
profitable companion to them every day: There fioetlito be amongst the Assembly a noble and richavidhat
conceived much delight to behold me, and could fiademedy to her passions and disordinate appltite
continually desired to have her pleasure with nseRasiphae had with a Bull. In the end she prormasgeat
reward to my keeper for the custody of me one nighb for gaine of a little money accorded to hesite, and
when | had supped in a Parler with my Master, weaded away and went into our Chamber, where weddhe
faire Matron, who had tarried a great space forammming: | am not able to recite unto you howtlathgs were
prepared: there were four Eunuches that lay ordaobdowne on the ground with Boulsters accordirighyus to
lye on, the Coverlet was of cloth of Gold, and pliiowes soft and tender, whereon the delicate bfatrad
accustomed to lay her head. Then the Eunuchesinding to delay any longer the pleasure of theistikéisse
closed the doores of the Chamber and departed aviidyn the Chamber were Lamps that gave off areldight all
the place over: Then she put off all her Garmemtsetr naked skinne, and taking the Lampe that steatto her,
began to annoint all her body with balme, and nikewise, but especially my nose, which done slssdd me, not
as they accustome to doe at the stewes, or inddrdiduses, or in the Curtaint Schooles for gaihmoney, but
purely, sincerely, and with great affection, cagtinut these and like loving words: Thou art he whdave, thou
art he whom | onely desire, without thee | caniag,land other like preamble of talke as womenusmwell
enough, when as they mind to shew or declare theiting passions and great affection of love: Télemtooke me
by the halter and cast me downe upon the bed, widchnothing strange unto me, considering thatst®eso
beautifull a Matron and | so wel boldened out witine, and perfumed with balme, whereby | was rgauliepared
for the purpose: But nothing grieved me so muctodkink, how | should with my huge and great legbrace so
faire a Matron, or how I should touch her fine,rdgj and silken skinne, with my hard hoofes, or hibwas
possible to kisse her soft, pretty and ruddy hpigh my monstrous mouth and stony teeth, or how sl® was
young and tender, could be able to receive me.
And | verily thought if | should hurt the woman byy kind of meane, | should be throwne to the Bidhsts: But
in the meane season she kissed me, and looked mauth with burning eyes, saying: | hold thee mgry | hold
thee my nops, my sparrow, and therewithall sheeftes imbraced my body round about, and had hasple with
me, whereby | thought the mother of Minotarus ditl causelesse quench her inordinate desire withila\®hen
night was passed, with much joy and small sledpeMatron went before day to my keeper to bargaitie him
another night, which he willingly granted, partty gaine of money, and partly to finde new pastioxany master.
Who after he was informed of all the history of hayury, was right glad, and rewarded my keeper veglhis
paine, minding to shew before the face of all thege, what | could doe: but because they wouldsuaffer the
Matron to abide such shame, by reason of her gigaiitd because they could finde no other that wentteavour
SO great a reproach, at length they obtained faray@ poore woman, which was condemned to be eétsitde
beasts, with whom | should openly have to doe:fBstt | will tell you what tale | heard concernitigis woman.
This woman had a husband, whose father mindingléofoorth, commanded his wife which he left at leogneat
with child, that if she were delivered of a daughtieshould incontinently be killed. When the timgher delivery
came, it fortuned that she had a daughter, whonwsiudd not suffer to be slaine, by reason of thieradl affection
which she bare unto her child, but secretly conaditter to one of her neighbours to nurse. And wiegrhusband
returned home, shee declared unto him that sheelelisred of a daughter, whom (as hee commangadg had
caused to be put to death. But when this child canagje, and ready to be married, the mother kratvbynwhat
meanes shee should endow her daughter, but thaukbkand should understand and perceive it. Whersfeee
discovered the matter to her sonne, who was thieamasof this woman, condemned to be eaten of viiédests: For
shee greatly feared least hee should unawaresfanéll in love with his owne sister. The youngm
understanding the whole matter (to please andfigrats mother) went immediately to the young maydeseping
the matter secret in his heart, for feare of in@mency, and (lamenting to see his sister forsiatih of mother
and father) incontinently after endowed her witht jp& his owne goods, and would have married hem® of his
especiall and trusty friends: But although hee fhduhis to passe very secretly and sagely, ydtarend cruell



fortune sowed great sedition in his house. Folifis who was now condemned to beasts, waxed jeabher
husband and began to suspect the young womanatoadnd common queane, insomuch that shee invetite
manner of meanes to dispatch her out of the wagl. iAithe end shee invented this kind of mischiStee privily
stale away her husbands ring, and went into thetcpuwhereas she commanded one of her trusty sert@ take
the ring and carry it to the mayden. To whom heukhdeclare that her brother did pray her to come the
country to him, and that she should come aloneowitany person. And to the end shee should noydeiacome
with all speed he should deliver her the ring, Whsbould be a sufficient testimony of the mess@bes mayden as
soone as she had received the ring of her brdilearg very willing and desirous to obey his comnamdnt: (For
she knew no otherwise but that he had sent forvaen} in all hast as the messenger willed her & 8ot when she
was come to the snare and engine which was prefaréér, the mischievous woman, like one that weeel, and
possessed with some ill spirit, when the poore eraihlled for helpe with a loud voyce to her brotliee wicked
harlot (weening that she had invented and feinedhtter) tooke a burning firebrand and thrusitib her secret
place, whereby she died miserably. The husbanki®ftaiden but especially her brother, advertideteo death,
came to the place where she was slain, and aftet gmentation and weeping, they caused her bubed
honourably. This yong man her brother taking ipdtt the miserable death of his sister, as iteeavenient he
should, conceived so great a dolour within his n@nd was strucken with so pestilent fury of biteguish, that he
fell into the burning passions of a dangerous agihwereby he seemed in such necessity, that he d¢edmve
some speedy remedy to save his life. The womarstéatthe Maiden having lost the name of wife tbgetwith
her faith, went to a traiterous Physitian, who kiéléd a great many persons in his dayes and pexhigm fifty
peeces of Gold, if he would give her a present poys kill her Husband out of hand, but in presesicker
Husband, she feined that it was necessary for diradeive a certaine kind of drinke, which the Meis and
Doctours of Physicke doe call a sacred Potiorhédritent he might purge Choller and scoure theriodr parts of
his body. But the Physitian in stead of that dripkepared a mortall and deadly poyson, and wheraldempered
it accordingly, he tooke the pot in the presenctheffamily, and other neighbours and friends efgltk yong man,
and offered it to his patient. But the bold anddyarvoman, to the end she might accomplish her vddkeent, and
also gaine the money which she had promised theitthy, staid the pot with her hand, saying: | pyay master
Physitian, minister not this drinke unto my dearesbind, untill such time as you have drunke sometipareof
your selfe: For what know |, whether you have miighny poyson in the drinke or no, wherein | wdwde you
not to be offended: For | know that you are a miwisedome and learning, but this | do to the ihtbe
conscience and love that | beare to the healthsafejuard of my husband, may be apparent. ThetRimybeing
greatly troubled at the wickednesse of this misahis woman, as voyd of all counsell and leysureotwsider of
the matter, and least he might give any causesgiton to the standers by, or shew any scruplioguilty
conscience, by reason of long delay, tooke therplis hand, and presently drunke a good drauginetf, which
done, the young man having no mistrust, drunkéhapésidue. The Physitian would have gone immdgliatame
to receive a counterpoyson, to expell and drivetloeifirst poyson: But the wicked woman perseveimger
mischiefe, would not suffer him to depart a foattilisuch time as the poyson began to worke in,f@nd then by
much prayer and intercession she licensed him ¢échgone: By the way the poyson invaded the intratesbowels
of the whole body of the Physitian, in such soat thith great paine he came to his owne house,enehad
scarce time to speake to his wife, and to willteereceive the promised salitary of the death af persons, but he
yeelded up the ghost: And the other young man Ihadong after, but likewise dyed, amongst theddi and
deceitfull teares of his cursed wide. A few dayksrawhen the young man was buried and the fuheraled, the
Physitians wife demanded of her the fifty peecegadd which she had promised her husband for thrkelr
whereat the ill disposed woman, with resemblandsooksty, answered her with gentle words, and meaio give
her the fifty peeces of gold, if she would fetch adittle of that same drinke, to proceed and mekend of all her
enterprise. The Physitians wife partly to winne filmther favour of this rich woman, and partly @ime the money,
ranne incontinently home, and brought her a whobter of poyson, which when she saw, having nowsiooao
execute her further malice, and to finish the dasterplot, began to stretch out her bloody handsatather. She
had a daughter by her husband (that was poysortealpecording to order of law, was appointed heirallche
lands and goods of her father: but this woman kngwhat the mothers succoured their children, andived all
their goods after their death, purposed to shevebke a like parent to her child, as she was a taifher husband,
whereupon she prepared a dinner with her owne handsempoysoned both the wife of the Physitianrercdwne
daughter: The child being young and tender dyedritinently by force of the drinke, but the Physitavife being
stout and strong of complexion, feeling the poigotrill down into her body, doubted the matterd @hereupon
knowing of certainty that she had received her beareforthwith to the judges house, that what \kigh cryes, and
exclamations, she raised up the people of the tpame promising them to shew divers wicked and hiesous
acts, caused that the doores and gates were op&ihed. she came in she declared from the beginnitigetend



the abhomination of this cursed woman: but sheesharte ended her tale, when opening her fallpgy And
grinding her teeth together, she fell downe deddrbehe face of the Judge, who incontinently yotte truth of the
matter, caused the cursed woman, and her sengahbésgulled out of the house, and enforced by pafinerment to
confesse the verity, which being knowne, this nisetus woman farre less than she deserved, butibedthere
could be no more cruell a death invented for thaityuof her offence, was condemned to be eateh wild beasts.
Behold with this woman was | appointed to havede Hefore the face of the people, but | being weddp great
anguish, and envying the day of the triumph, whertwo should so abandon our selves together, devédber to
sley my selfe, then to pollute my body with thissaofiievous harlot, and so for ever remaine defaimetit was
impossible for me so to doe, considering that kéachands, and was not able to hold a knife in oofds: howbeit
standing in a pretty cabin, | rejoyced in my sétfesee that spring time was come, and that algthftourished, and
that | was in good hope to find some Roses, togentt my human shape. When the day of triumph chmas

led with great pompe and benevolence to the apgoiotace, where when | was brought, | first sawptieamble of
that triumph, dedicated with dancers and merryttagnests, and in the meane season was placedeltbfo gate of
the Theater, whereas on the one side | saw thegmaed fresh grasse growing before the entry tifiend@reon |
greatly desired to feed: on the other side | corszbh great delectation to see when the Theates gatre opened,
how all things was finely prepared and set forthr. fhere | might see young children and maidertkérflowre of
their youth of excellent beauty, and attired gougly, dancing and mooved in comely order, accortindpe order
of Grecia, for sometime they would dance in lengttmetime round together, sometime divide themsahte
foure parts, and sometime loose hands on everylsidevhen the trumpet gave warning that every stanld
retire to his place, then began the triumph to appe-irst there was a hill of wood, not much umlikat which the
Poet Homer called Idea, for it was garnished algiln all sort of greene verdures and lively trdesm the top
whereof ran down a cleare and fresh fountaine,isoimg the waters below, about which wood were manyng
and tender Goates, plucking and feeding daintihébudding trees, then came a young man a shephea
representing Paris, richly arrayed with vestmehBarbary, having a mitre of gold upon his head] aeeming as
though he kept the goates. After him ensued angtheng man all naked, saving that his left shouldias covered
with a rich cloake, and his head shining with glistg haires, and hanging downe, through whichmight
perceive two little wings, whereby you might conjee that he was Mercury, with his rod called Cadis; he bare
in his right hand an Apple of gold, and with a segngate went towards him that represented Pariafter hee
had delivered him the Apple, hee made a signeifgigg that Jupiter had commanded him so to doe2awhe had
done his message he departed away. And by antdrg approached a faire and comely mayden, not nnidte
to Juno, for she had a Diademe of gold upon hed,tead in her hand she bare a regall scepter:fttiemved
another resembling Pallas, for she had on her &esihing sallet, whereon was bound a garland wke@lranches,
having in one hand a target or shield: and in theroa speare as though she would fight: then Garather which
passed the other in beauty, and presented the Gealienus, with the color of Ambrosia, when she avamiden,
and to the end she would shew her perfect beaety appeared all naked, saving that her fine anydskin was
covered with a thin smocke, which the wind blevhéitand thither to testifie the youth and flowreted age of the
dame. Her colour was of two sorts, for her body whie as descended from heaven, and her smockbleish,
as arrived from the sea: After every one of theggvis which seemed goddesses, followed certainéngaervants,
Castor and Pollus went behind Juno, having on tieads helmets covered with starres. This Virgmokounded a
Flute, which shee bare in her hand, and moovedéiér towards the shepheard Paris, shewing by heigg®es and
tokens, and promising that hee should be Lordldksih, if hee would judge her the fairest of theee, and to give
her the apple of gold: the other maiden which sekelyeher armour to be Pallas, was accompaniedtwithyoung
men armed, and brandishing their naked swordsein llands, whereof one named Terror, and the ¢ibare;
behind them approached one sounding his trumgataoke and stirre men to battell; this maiden bbetgadance
and shake her head, throwing her fierce and tergiges upon Paris and promising that if it pledsedto give her
the victory of beauty, shee would make him the rstreing and victorious man alive. Then came Vemas a
presented her selfe in the middle of the Theatih meuch favour of all the people, for shee wabagganied with
a great many of youth, whereby you would have jddfem all to be Cupidoes, either to have flowenftheaven
or else from the river of the sea, for they hadgsirarrowes, and the residue of their habit acogriti each point,
and they bare in their hands torches lighted, asgh it had beene a day of marriage. Then camegreat
multitude of faire maidens: on the one side weeerttost comely Graces: on the other side, the neasitiiull
Houres carrying garlands and loose flowers, andimgadreat honor to the goddesse of pleasure; titesfland
Pipes yeelded out the sweet sound of Lydians, vilydreey pleased the minds of the standers by exuglgdbut
the more pleasing Venus mooved forward more anenaord shaking her head answered by her motion and
gesture, to the sound of the instruments. For sametshe would winke gently, sometimes threatenaoke
aspishly, and sometimes dance onely with her éy®soone as she was come before the Judge, sheansigle



and token to give him the most fairest spouseldghalworld, if he would prefer her above the residf the
goddesses. Then the young Phrygian shepheardviftiria willing mind delivered the golden Apple tekus,
which was the victory of beauty. Why doe ye marwal Orators, ye Lawyers, and Advocates, if manguwfjudges
now a daies sell their judgements for money, wheim ahe beginning of the world one onely Gracewuated the
sentence betweene God and men, and that one Hutidge and shepheard appointed by the counsgheait
Jupiter, sold his judgement for a little pleasuvhich was the cause afterward of the ruine ofialipnogeny? By
like manner of meane, was sentence given betweendble Greekes: For the noble and valiant personag
Palamedes was convicted and attainted of treagdiajde perswasion and accusation, and Ulisseg lirinof base
condition, was preferred in Martiall prowesse abgkeat Ajax. What judgement was there likewise agsbthe
Athenian lawyers, sage and expert in all scien¥éa8 not Socrates who was preferred by Apollo, alativibe
wise men in the world, by envy and malice of wickeisons impoysoned with the herbe Cicuta, ashate t
corrupted the youth of the countrey, whom alwaie&épt under by correction? For we see now a dangesy
excellent Philosophers greatly desire to followdast, and by perpetual study to value and revialvsvorkes, but
to the end | may not be reproved of indignatiorahy one that might say: What, shall we suffer asete play the
Philosopher? | will returne to my further purpose.

After the judgement of Paris was ended, Juno afldsPdeparted away angerly, shewing by their gestinat they
would revenge themselves on Paris, but Venus thatright pleased and glad in her heart, dancect éheT heater
with much joy. This done from the top of the hiltough a privy spout, ran a floud of the colouSaffron, which
fell upon the Goates, and changed their white hiateyellow, with a sweet odour to all them of ffleeater. By
and by after by certaine engines, the ground oper@tiswallowed up the hill of wood: and then bdhbkre came
a man of armes through the multitude, demandinthéyonsent of the people, the woman who was coneeno
the beasts, and appointed for me to have to ddémlvibur bed was finely and bravely prepared, emered with
silke and other things necessary. But |, besidesliaene to commit this horrible fact, and to polletg body with
this wicked harlot did greatly feare the dangededth: for | thought in my selfe, that when she bwere together,
the savage beast appointed to devour the womameta® instructed and taught, or would so temper h
greedinesse, as that hee would teare her in pb@sgainder mee, and spare mee with a regard oé mmimocency.
Wherefore | was more carefull for the safeguarchgfiife, then for the shame that | should abidd,ibithe meane
season while my master made ready the bed, aletidue did greatly delight to see the hunting pledsantnesse
of the triumph, | began to think and devise for sajfe. When | perceived that no man had regardee, tinat was
so tame and gentle an Asse, | stole out of thethatewvas next to me, and then | ran away witlicatle, and came
to Cenchris, which is the most famous towne oftal Carthaginians, bordering upon the Seas caltgrlif, and
Saronicum, where is a great and mighty Haven, &atpd with many a sundry Nation. There becauseuldvo
avoyd the multitude of the people. | went to a septace of the Sea coast, where | laid me dowm tip® sand, to
ease and refresh my selfe, for the day was pasth@enBunne gone downe, and lying in this sort ergtfound, did
fall in a sound sleepe.

THE ELEVENTH BOOKE

THE FORTY-SEVENTH CHAPTER

How Apuleius by Roses and prayer returned to hisdne shape.

When midnight came that | had slept my first sleé@avaked with suddaine feare, and saw the Moabirergy
bright, as when shee is at the full, and seemintg@asgh she leaped out of the Sea. Then thougfhlmy selfe,
that that was the most secret time, when the ge#désres had most puissance and force, considbengll
humane things be governed by her providence: ahdnady all beasts private and tame, but also #dl and
savage beasts be under her protection. And comnsidinat all bodies in the heavens, the earth hadéas, be by
her increasing motions increased, and by her dghing motions diminished: as weary of all my crdettune and
calamity, | found good hope and soveraigne remeuabugh it were very late, to be delivered frommajl misery, by
invocation and prayer, to the excellent beautyhef®&oddesse, whom | saw shining before mine eyesrefore
shaking off mine Assie and drowsie sleepe, | avaie a joyfull face, and mooved by a great affectio purifie my
selfe, | plunged my selfe seven times into the matéhe Sea, which number of seven is conveniabtbagreeable
to holy and divine things, as the worthy and sag&Bopher Pythagoras hath declared. Then witheping



countenance, | made this Orison to the puissanti€ssk, saying: O blessed Queene of heaven, whhkthebe the
Dame Ceres which art the originall and motherlyrnewof all fruitfull things in earth, who after tfiading of thy
daughter Proserpina, through the great joy whiol tiddest presently conceive, madest barraineuafrditfull
ground to be plowed and sowne, and now thou indstih the land of Eleusie; or whether thou bectestiall
Venus, who in the beginning of the world diddestle together all kind of things with an ingendelaek, by an
eternall propagation of humane kind, art now wqrpkd within the Temples of the Ille Paphos, thouchlart the
sister of the God Phoebus, who nourishest so maplg@éy the generation of beasts, and art now adairéhe
sacred places of Ephesus, thou which art horritdsd?pina, by reason of the deadly howlings whidutyeeldest,
thou hast the power to stoppe and put away thesionaf the hags and Ghoasts which appeare untoamerto
keepe them downe in the closures of the earth: Wioch nourishest all the fruits of the world by thigor and
force; with whatsoever name or fashion it is lawfalcall upon thee, | pray thee, to end my greatdile and
misery, and deliver mee from the wretched fortuwmgich had so long time pursued me. Grant peaceesidf it
please thee to my adversities, for | have endweddo [sic] much labour and perill. Remoove from my shape
of mine Asse, and render to me my pristine estaté,if | have offended in any point of divine Mdjgdet me
rather dye then live, for | am full weary of lifd/hen | had ended this orison, and discovered mintsl¢o the
Goddesse, | fortuned to fall asleepe, and by anapipgared unto me a divine and venerable face hippesd even
of the Gods themselves. Then by little and littteeémed to see the whole figure of her body, mogrdut of the
sea and standing before mee, wherefore | purpodesiribe her divine semblance, if the poverty gftmmane
speech will suffer me, or her divine power give elequence thereto. First shee had a great abundéhedre,
dispersed and scattered about her neck, on thenerofher head she bare many garlands enterla¢bdladres, in
the middle of her forehead was a compasse in fagifia glasse, or resembling the light of the Mqon@ne of her
hands she bare serpents, in the other, bladesd,doer vestiment was of fine silke yeelding déveolours,
sometime yellow, sometime rosie, sometime flamy, sametime (which troubled my spirit sore) darkd an
obscure, covered with a blacke robe in mannerstifield, and pleated in most subtill fashion atdkiets of her
garments, the welts appeared comely, whereas hdrthare the starres glimpsed, and in the middtberh was
placed the Moone, which shone like a flame of ficeind about the robe was a coronet or garland mittie
flowers and fruits. In her right hand shee hadvibtell of brasse, which gave a pleasant soundeiindft hand shee
bare a cup of gold, out of the mouth whereof thrpesgt Aspis lifted up his head, with a swellingadt, her
odoriferous feete were covered with shoes intedaoel wrought with victorious palme. Thus the dévshape
breathing out the pleasant spice of fertill Araligdained not with her divine voyce to utter theseds unto me:
Behold Lucius | am come, thy weeping and prayeth haboved mee to succour thee. | am she that isgheall
mother of all things, mistresse and governessd ti@Elements, the initiall progeny of worlds,jete of powers
divine, Queene of heaven, the principall of the &oelestiall, the light of the goddesses: at mytwé planets of
the ayre, the wholesome winds of the Seas, ansildrces of hell be disposed; my name, my diviistgdored
throughout all the world in divers manners, in gaté customes and in many names, for the Phrygihme the
mother of the Gods: the Athenians, Minerva: the@yys, Venus: the Candians, Diana: the Siciliarmsenpina: the
Eleusians, Ceres: some Juno, other Bellona, otheatd: and principally the aethiopians which dwethie Orient,
and the eegyptians which are excellent in all kihdreient doctrine, and by their proper ceremoaisistome to
worship mee, doe call mee Queene Isis. Behold ¢@me to take pitty of thy fortune and tribulatitrghold | am
present to favour and ayd thee, leave off thy wegepnd lamentation, put away thy sorrow, for belbéd
healthfull day which is ordained by my providenttesrefore be ready to attend to my commandemers. dty
which shall come after this night, is dedicatednpservice, by an eternall religion, my Priests &fidisters doe
accustome after the tempests of the Sea, be caasgfter in my name a new ship as a first fruitof Navigation.
I command thee not to prophane or despise thefisadrn any wise, for the great Priest shall cahig day
following in procession by my exhortation, a Gadasf Roses, next the timbrell of his right handtde thou my
procession amongst the people, and when thou commtie Priest make as though thou wouldest Kigs@and,
but snatch at the Roses, whereby | will put awayskin and shape of an Asse, which kind of behavé long time
abhorred and despised, but above all beware thobt st nor feare any of those things, as harddiffidill to bee
brought to passe, for in the same houre that |@mecto thee, | have commanded the Priest by anvigiat he
shall doe, and all the people by my commandemeit s compelled to give thee place and say nothing
Moreover, thinke not that amongst so faire andytbyferemonies, and in so good a company that anyonm shall
abhorre thy ill-favoured and deformed figure, aattany man shall be so hardy, as to blame andvephy
suddaine restoration to humane shape, wherby timyld gather or conceive any sinister opinion: kmow thou
this of certaine, that the residue of thy life lintie houre of death shall be bound and subjentébAnd think it
not an injury to be alwayes serviceable towardssimee as by my meane and benefit thou shalt leeays by my
guide and protection, and when thou descendeselipwhere thou shalt see me shine in that subéepéace,



shining (as thou seest me now) in the darkneshéon, and raigning in the deepe profundity of,Stiou shalt
worship me, as one that hath been favourable & #rad if | perceive that thou art obedient to mgpnmandement,
addict to my religion, and merite my divine grakeow thou, that | will prolong thy daies above thee that the
fates have appointed, and the celestial Planetsireed. When the divine Image had spoken these wshes
vanished away! By and by when | awaked, | aroseging the members of my bodie mixed with feare,gog
sweate, and marvailed at the cleare presence giuissant goddesse, and being sprinkled with therved the sea,
| recounted orderly her admonition and divine comdements. Soone after, the darknes chased awathand
cleare and golden sunne arose, whenas beholdtheastreets replenished with people going in @ialis sort and
in great triumph. All things seemed that day tgdyéull, as well all manner of beasts and houseslso the very
day it selfe seemed to rejoyce. For after the Hfiwst; ensued the hot and temperat sun, wherehljttleebirds
weening that the spring time had bin come, didgchind sing in their steven melodiously: the motifestars, the
parent of times, and mistres of all the world: Tigtful trees rejoyced at their fertility: The van and sterill were
contented at their shadow, rendering sweete ara@he shrills! The seas were quiet from winds angpests: The
heaven had chaced away the clouds, and appearedfai cleare with his proper light. Behold therrerand more
appeared the pomps and processions, attired ifl rmganer and singing joyfully: One was girded atbine middle
like a man of armes: Another bare and spare, addlw@oake and high-shooes like a hunter! anotlaer attired in
a robe of silke, and socks of gold, having hisénard out, and dressed in forme of a woman! Tinxs another
ware legged-harnesse, and bare a target, a saltef speare like a martial souldier: after himahed one attired
in purple with vergers before him like a magistratier him followed one with a maurgt] , a staffe, a paire of
pantofles, and with a gray beard, signifying a@édlpher: after him went one with lime, betokenirfgwler,
another with hookes declaring a fisher: | saw tlzeneeeke and tame beare, which in matron habitecamied on a
stoole: An Ape with a bonet on his head, and caverigh lawne[*] , resemling [sic] a shepheard, and bearing a cup
of gold in his hand: an Asse which had wings gleteelis backe, and went after an old man, whereywould
judge the one to be Pegasus, and the other Bellephamongst the pleasures and popular delectatighish
wandered hither and thither, you might see the moaighe goddesse triumphantly march forward: Thenan
[sic] attired in white vestiments, and rejoysingthat they bare garlands and flowres upon theidbsgbespread the
waies with hearbes, which they bare in their apramere this regall and devout procession shousdgieOther
caried glasses on their backes, to testifie obegstnthe goddes which came after. Other bare cembiory, and
declared by their gesture and motions of their arriet they were ordained and readie to dressgathdesse:
Others dropped in the wayes as they went Balmeotret pretious ointments: Then came a great nunalsesell of
men as women, with candels, torches, and othesligloing honour to the celestiall goddesse: Afiat sounded
the musicall harmony of instruments: then cameéra faompanie of youth, apparelled in white vestitagginging
both meeter and verse, with a comely grace whiatesstudious Poet had made in honour of the Mugeebel
meane season, arrived the blowers of trumpets,hwhére dedicated unto Serapis, and to the temptedthem
were officers and bedles, preparing roome for thekdgs to passe. Then came the great company oanten
women, which had taken divine orders, whose garsngligtered all the streets over. The women haid tizére
annointed and their heads covered with linnentleitmen had their crowns shaven, which were therierstars of
the goddesse, holding in their hands instrumenksasse, silver and gold, which rendered a pleasamid. The
principall Priests which were apparelled with wisteplesses hanging downe to the ground, bareetites of the
puissant goddesse. One carried in his hand a hightinlike to those which we used in our housaging that in
the middle thereof appeared a bole which rendmned@ bright flame. The second attired like the ptiae in his
hand an Altar, which the goddesse her selfe naleduccour of the nations. The third held a tregatrhe with
leaves of gold, and the verge of Mercurie. Thetfogshewed out a token of equitie by his left hamoich was
deformed in every place, signifiing thereby moreitg then by the right hand. The same Priest edrai round
vessell of gold, in forme of a cap. The fift baream, wrought with springs of gold, and anotheriedra vessell for
wine: By and by after the goddesse followed a &somen do, and specially Mercurie, the messengéeof
goddesse infernall and supernall, with his faceetome black, sometime faire, lifting up the headtaf dogges
Annubis, and bearing in his left hand, his vergel & his right hand, the branches of a palme after whom
followed a cow with an upright gate, representimg figure of the great goddesse, and he that glidednarched
on with much gravity. Another carried after thers¢g of their religion, closed in a coffer. Therasmone that bare
on his stomacke a figure of his god, not formed kky beast, bird, savage thing or human shapenadeé by a
new invention, whereby was signified that suchligien should not be discovered or revealed to gengon. There
was a vessell wrought with a round bottome, haveim¢he one side, pictures figured like unto thennea of the
Egyptians, and on the other side was an eare, wbenestoode the Serpent Aspis, holding out hisystatke.
Finally, came he which was apointed to my goodufodccording to the promise of the goddesse. Fogteat
Priest which bare the restoration of my human shiap¢éhe commandement of the goddes, approacheel amak



more, bearing in his left hand the timbrill, andlie other a garland of Roses to give me, to tldel emght be
delivered from cruel fortune, which was alwaies enémemie, after the sufferance of so much calaiitiepaine,
and after the endurance of so manie perilles: T returning hastilie, by reason of sodaine jdgst | should
disturbe the quiet procession with mine importegitiut going softly through the prease of the peophich gave
me place on every side, went after the Priest.prlest being admonished the night before, as | thigl perceive
stood still and holding out his hand, thrust ot ¢farland of roses into my mouth, | (trembling) aened with a
great affection: And as soone as | had eaten themas not deceived of the promise made unto meniodeforme
and Assie face abated, and first the rugged héineydody fell off, my thick skin waxed soft anchtéer, the hoves
of my feet changes into toes, my hands returnethagmy neck grew short, my head and mouth begamd,omy
long eares were made little, my great and stomihteaxed less like the teeth of men, and my taflieh combred
me most, appeared no where: then the people begaariaile, and the religious honoured the godddssso
evident a miracle, they wondered at the visionsiviiley saw in the night, and the facilitie of nrejarmation,
whereby they rendered testimonie of so great aftievi@ch | received of the goddesse. When | sawselje in
such estate, | stood still a good space and sadidngp for | could not tell what to say, nor whaona | shoulde first
speake, nor what thanks | should render to the gl but the great Priest understanding all niyrferand
miserie, by divine advertisement, commanded thatstrould give me garments to cover me: Howbeibaaeas |
was transformed from an asse to my humane shéyekthe privitie of my body with my hands as shaane
necessity compelled mee. Then one of the compangfphis upper robe and put it on my backe: whicme, the
Priest looked upon me, with a sweete and benigieeygan say in this sort: O my friend Lucius, afte
endurance of so many labours, and the escapernéryg tempests of fortune, thou art at length camtée port and
haven of rest and mercy: neither did thy nobledaahy dignity, thy doctrine, or any thing preeaibut that thou
hast endured so many servil pleasures, by afitie of thy youthfullnes, whereby thou hast hadimister reward
for thy unprosperous curiositie, but howsoevertitirednes of fortune tormented thee in divers dasigen it is, that
now unawares to her, thou art come to this prefedinitie: let fortune go, and fume with fury in @her place, let
her finde some other matter to execute her crutyfprtune hath no puissance against them whéchesand
honour our goddesse. For what availed the the¢vedieasts savage: thy great servitude: the illdamgjerous
waies: the long passages: the feare of death ety Know thou, that now thou art safe, and unakeiptotection
of her, who by her cleare light doth lighten theestgods: wherefore rejoyce and take a convenalietenance to
thy white habit, follow the pomp of this devout amahorable procession, to the end that such whachadb devout
to the Goddes, may see and acknowledge their efB@old Lucius, thou art delivered from so gre&eries, by
the providence of the goddesse Isis, rejoyce thezednd triumph of the victory of fortune; to thedehou maist
live more safe and sure, make thy selfe one oftibig order, dedicate thy minde to the ObsequyufReligion,
and take upon thee a voluntary yoake of ministied when thou beginnest to serve and honour theegmadhen
thou shalt feele the fruit of thy liberty: Afterghthe great Priest had prophesied in this mamnvitr,often
breathings, he made a conclusion of his words: Thegnt amongst the company of the rest and foltbtine
procession: everie one of the people knew me, aitipg at me with their fingers, said in this s@thold him
who is this day transformed into a man by the @uiss of the soveraigne goddesse, verily he isdaflessd most
blessed that hath merited so great grace from hneageby the innocencie of his former life, andt agere by a new
regeneration is reserved to the obsequie of thdegs®. In the meane season by little and littlapproached nigh
unto the sea cost, even to that place where hiayight before being an Asse. There after the @nagd reliques
were orderly disposed, the great Priest compadsaat avith divers pictures according to the fashobithe
gegyptians, did dedicate and consecrate with cerfaiayers a fair ship made very cunningly, andfigarithe same
with a torch, an egge, and sulphur; the saile iaghde linnen cloath, whereon was written certdetéers, which
testified the navigation to be prosperous, the mastof a great length, made of a Pine tree, raumadvery
excellent with a shining top, the cabin was coveregr with coverings of gold, and all the shippeswzade of
Citron tree very faire; then all the people as weligious as prophane tooke a great number of ¥snmeplenished
with odours and pleasant smells and threw themtirgsea mingled with milke, untill the ship wadtefi up with
large gifts and prosperous devotions, when as avjileasant wind it lanched out into the deep. Bagemthey had
lost the sight of the ship, every man caried agtiaehe brought, and went toward the temple ia flhmpe and
order as they came to the sea side. When we wate tmthe temple, the divine figures, but especttibse which
had long time bin worshippers of the religion, wiib the secret chamber of the goddesse, wheyepiiteand
placed the images according to their ordor [sitjsTdone, one of the company which was a scribeterpreter of
letters, who in forme of a preacher stood up ihaire before the place of the holy college, andahdg reade out
of a booke, and to interpret to the great prinkte, denate, and to all the noble order of chivang generally to all
the Romane people, and to all such as be undgurikdiction of Rome, these words followingapis Aphesys
which signified the end of their divin service ahdt it was lawfull for every man to depart, wherahthe people



gave a great showt, and replenished with muchljase all kind of hearbs and garlands of flowers édontheir
houses, kissing and imbracing the steps wheredtidasse passed: howbeit | could not doe as thefoeshy mind
would not suffer me to depart one foot away, serditt was | to behold the beauty of the goddesgé, w
remembrance of the great miserie | had endured.

THE FORTY-EIGHTH CHAPTER

How the parents and friends of Apuleius heard ninatshe was alive and in good health.

In the meane season newes was carried into myreyufas swift as the flight of birds, or as thesblaf windes) of
the grace and benefit which | received of the geddeand of my fortune worthy to be had in memdhen my
parents friends and servants of our house undelistathat | was not dead, as they were falselyrméx, came

towards me with great diligence to see me, as araiaad from death to life: and | which never thioiuip see them

againe, was as joyfull as they, accepting and ¢pkirgood part their honest gifts and oblationd thay gave, to the
intent | might buy such things as was necessarienfobody: for after | had made relation unto thefnall my
pristine miserie, and present joyes, | went befbeeface of the goddesse and hired me a housenwftaicloister of
the temple to the end | might continually be reathe service of the goddesse, and ordinarilyuesd the
company of the priests, whereby | would wholy beeatavout to the goddesse, and an inseparable wpeshf
her divine name: It fortuned that the goddesse agokto me oftentimes in the night perswading andmanding
me to take the order of her religion, but I, thougbas indued with a desirous good will, yet thar&of the same
withheld me considering her obeysance was hardidficile, the chastitie of the Priests intolerabéand the life
fraile and subject to manie inconveniences. Bediug in doubt, | refrained my selfe from all thobmgs as seemed
impossible.

On a night the great priest appeared unto me, piegehis lap full of treasure, and when | demanabdt it

signified, he answered, that it was sent me froenctbuntrey of Thessaly, and that a servant of mamed

Candidus was arived likewise: when | was awakeysed in my selfe what this vision should pretemahsadering |

had never any servant called by that name: but sdeter it did signifie, this | verely thought, tliawas a

foreshew of gaine and prosperous chance: whileslttvas astonied | went to the temple, and tarieckthill the

opening of the gates, then | went in and begamayg pefore the face of the goddesse, the Priepaped and set the
divine things of every Altar, and pulled out theifitaine and holy vessell with solempne [sic] suggtlon. Then
they began to sing the mattens of the morningfyesj thereby the houre of the prime. By and bydid arived

my servant which | had left in the country, wherigby errour made me an Asse, bringing with himhoyse,

recovered by her through certaine signes and toksith | had upon my backe. Then | perceived therpretation

of my dreame, by reason that beside the promiggiot, my white horse was restored to me, whichsigrsfied
by the argument of my servant Candidus.

This done | retired to the service of the goddé@s¢®mpe of greater benefits, considering | hadixecka signe and

token, whereby my courage increased every day amtenore to take upon me the orders and sacraioiethis

temple: insomuch that | oftentimes communed withRiest, desiring him greatly to give me the degrethe
religion, but he which was a man of gravitie, arellwenowned in the order of priesthood, deferrgdaffiection
from day to day, with comfort and better hope, aepts commonly bridle the desires of their childreghen they
attempt or indeavour any unprofitable thing, saythgt the day when any one should be admittedtidiv order is
appointed by the goddesse, the Priest which shairister the sacrifices is chosen by her provideaod the
necessary charges of the ceremonies is alotteéhgagmmandement, all which things he willed metterad with
marvailous patience, and that | should beware redgh&so much hastinesse, or too great slacknessesjdering that
there was like danger, if being called | shouldagtebr not called | should be hasty: moreover e teat there was
none of his company either of so desperate a mins rash and hardy, as to enterprise any thitigpwi the
commandement of the goddesse, whereby he shoulhit@ndeadly offence, considering that it was in fr@wer

to damne and save all persons, and if any welteegiaint of death, and in the way to damnatiorthab he were

capable to receive the secrets of the goddessasitn her power by divine providence to reduce tarthe path of

health, as by a certaine kind of regeneration: it said that | must attend the celestiall pp2¢@ , although it
was evident and plaine, that the goddesse haddglreaichsafed to call and appoint me to her minystgnd to will
me to refraine from prophane and unlawfull meatsshose Priests which were already received gtertid | might
come more apt and cleane to the knowledge of ttretseof religion. Then was | obedient unto theseds, and
attentive with meek quietnesse, and probable taifjy) | daily served at the temple: in the end Welesome
gentlenesse of the goddesse did nothing deceivéomig, the night she appeared to me in a visibeysng that the



day was come which | had wished for so long, stkerte what provision and charges | should be at,teow that
she had appointed her principallest Priest Mytbrag minister with me in my sacrifices.

When | heard these divine commandements, | gregjthyced: and arose before day to speake with it ¢Priest,
whom | fortuned to espie comming out of his chambéen | saluted him, and thought with my selfas&e and
demand his counsell with a bold courage, but anesas he perceived me, he began first to say: Qs mow
know | well that thou art most happy and blessduhmw the divine goddesse doth so greatly acceptmicy, why
dost thou delay? Behold the day which thou desiretien as thou shalt receive at my hands the afdeligion,
and know the most pure secrets of the gods, wheretlfe old man tooke me by the hand, and lead rtieetgate
of the great temple, where at the first entrie laelena solemnpne [sic] celebration, and after mgraacrifice
ended, brought out of the secret place of the terpbks, partly written with unknown characters] partly
painted with figures of beasts declaring brieflggyvsentence, with tops and tailes, turning inifasiof a wheele,
which were strange and impossible to be read optbphane people: There he interpreted to me siobg as
were necessary to the use and preparation of métex.ol' his done, | gave charge to certaine of mymanions to
buy liberally, whatsoever was needfull and conwvefiithen he brought me to the next bains accomganiigh all
the religious sort, and demanding pardon of thedgede, washed me and purified my body, accordicggtome.
After this, when noone approached, he brought nokeébagaine to the temple, presented me beforeateedf the
goddesse, giving a charge of certaine secret thinigavfull to be uttered, and commanding me, antegaly all
the rest, to fast by the space of ten continuadgjavithout eating of any beast, or drinking angeywhich thing |
observed with a marvellous continencie. Then betiwdday approached, when as the sacrifice sha@uttbhe, and
when night came there arrived on every coast, at gnaltitude of Priests, who according to theiresrdffered me
many presents and gifts: then was all the Laity @noghhane people commanded to depart, and wherhddeput
on my back a linnen robe, they brought me to thetreecret and sacred place of all the temple. Youidv
peradventure demand (you studious reader) whasaidsand done there, verely | would tell you ivigre lawfull
for me to tell, you should know if it were convemiidor you to heare, but both thy eares, and mguershall incur
the like paine of rash curiositie: Howbeit, | wibntent thy mind for this present time, which peeture is
somewhat religious and given to some devotioretisherefore and beleeve it to be true: Thou stalerstand that
| approached neere unto Hell, even to the gat€sasferpina, and after that, | was ravished througalb the
Element, | returned to my proper place: About mithtil saw the Sun shine, | saw likewise the godisstiall and
gods infernall, before whom | presented my selfiel worshipped them: Behold now have I told thedcivh
although thou hast heard, yet it is necessarie tbhoaeale it; this have | declared without offerfoe the
understanding of the prophane.

When morning came, and that the solemnities weished, | came forth sanctified with xii. Stoleglan a
religious habit, whereof | am not forbidden to dpeaonsidering that many persons saw me at tinat there |
was commanded to stand upon a seat of wood, wtockl n the middle of the temple, before the figang
remembrance of the goddesse; my vestiment was®fifinen, covered and embroidered with flowelrad a
pretious Copg¢*] upon my shoulders hanging downe to the groundredrewere beasts of divers colours, as Indian
dragons, and Hiperborian Griphons, whom in formbiafs, the other world doth ingender; the Priestsmonly
call such a habit, a celestiall Stole: in my righand | carried a light torch, and a garland of #osvupon my head,
with Palme leaves sprouting out on every side:d a@orned like unto the Sun, and made in fashi@ndfiage, in
such sort that all the people compassed aboutttoldene: then they began to solemnize the featteohativitie,
and the new procession with sumptuous bankets alichte meates: the third day was likewise celelratith like
ceremonies with a religious dinner, and with al tonsummation of the order: when | had continhedeta good
space, | conceived a marvailous great pleasure@msblation in beholding ordinarily the Image of thoddesse,
who at length admonished me to depart homewardyitbdut rendring of thanks, which although it wexet
sufficient, yet they were according to my powerweit | could unnetlif] be perswaded to depart, before | had
fallen prostrate before the face of the goddesswaped her steps with my face, whereby | begagreatly to
weepe and sigh that my words were interrupted aandevouring my prayer, | began to say in this €oiioly and
blessed dame, the perpetuall comfort of humane, kihd by thy bounty and grace nourishest all theldyand
bearest a great affection to the adversities ofittsgrable, as a loving mother thou takest no nesther art thou
idle at any time in giving thy benefits, and sudagrall men, as well on land as sea; thou art Baeguttest away
all stormes and dangers from mans life by thy rigdrid, whereby likewise thou restrainest the falialositions,
appeasest the great tempests of fortune and kedsgest the course of the stars: the gods supetoalhonour thee:
the gods infernall have thee in reverence: thourenest all the world, thou givest light to the Senthou
governest the world, thou treadest downe the paifveell: By thy meane the times returne, the Planejoyce, the
Elements serve: at thy commandment the winds dw,lilte clouds increase, the seeds prosper, arfdiite
prevaile, the birds of the aire, the beasts ohiliethe serpents of the den, and the fishes efsta, do tremble at



thy majesty, but my spirit is not able to give tisedficient praise, my patrimonie is unable tosf&ithy sacrifice,
my voice hath no power to utter that which | thipke if | had a thousand mouths and so many tongimsbeit as
a good religious person, and according to my estat#él alwaies keepe thee in remembrance andectbee within
my breast. When | had ended mine orison, | weehtbrace the great Priest Mythra my spirituall fathed to
demand his pardon, considering | was unable tompence the good which he had done to me: aftet greating
and thanks | departed from him to visit my paremtd friends; and within a while after by the exhatian of the
goddesse, | made up my packet, and tooke shippimgrt the Citie of Rome, where with a prosperousieil
arrived about the xii. day of December. And theatgst desire that | had there, was daily to makeraiers to the
soveraigne goddesse Isis, who by reason of the plhere her temple was builded, was called Campessil
continually adored of the people of Rome. Her nté@riand worshipper was |, howbeit | was a stratgéer
Church, and unknowne to her religion there.

When the yeare was ended, and the goddesse wamadaime to receive this new order and consectdtion
marvailed greatly what it should signifie, and wkhbuld happen, considering that | was a sacresbpetiready.
But it fortuned that while | partly reasoned witly selfe, and partly examining the thing with théeBts and
Bishops, there came a new and marvailous thoughtyimind, that is to say, | was onely religioughe goddesse
Isis, but not sacred to the religion of great Qsitlie soveraigne father of all the goddesses,dagtwhom,
although there was a religious unitie and concgetithere was a great difference of order and cengmAnd
because it was necessary that | should likewise inéister unto Osiris, there was no long delayiriche night
after, appeared unto me one of that order, cowerdlinnen robes, holding in his hands spearepped in lvie,
and other things not convenient to declare, whigmthe left in my chamber, and sitting in my seageited to me
such things as were necessary for the sumptuokebahmine entrie. And to the end | might know hagraine, he
shewed me how the ankle of his left foote was soma@waimed, which caused him a little to halt.

After that | manifestly knew the will of the God i@ls, when mattins was ended, | went from one totlaer, to find
him out which had the halting marke on his footscading as | learned by my vision; at length Irfdut true: for |
perceived one of the company of the Priests whonlaadnely the token of his foote, but the statamd habite of
his body, resembling in every point as he appegréke night: he was called Asinius Marcellus, aeanot much
disagreeing from my transformation. By and by | twerhim, which knew well enough all the matterbaing
monished by like precept in the night: for the iighfore as he dressed the flowers and garlandg #imhead of
the god Osiris, he understood by the mouth ofrtieegie which told the predestinations of all men, hevhad sent a
poore man of Madura, to whom he should ministeshizaments, to the end hee should receive a rdwatiline
providence, and the other glory, for his vertuauslies. When | saw my selfe thus deputed untoiogligny desire
was stopped by reason of povertie, for | had spareat part of my goods in travell and peregrimgtbut most of
all in the Citie of Rome, whereby my low estatehalitew me a great while.

In the end being oft times stirred forward, notheilit great trouble of mind, | was constrained tbrag robe for a
little money: howbeit sufficient for all my affageThen the Priest spake unto me saying, Howtligitfor a little
pleasure thou art not afraid to sell thy vestimeaitsl entring into so great ceremonies, fearefstitinto povertie?
Prepare thy selfe, and abstaine from all animalitsyeas beasts and fish. In the meane seasorukfreg the
sacrifices of Serapis, which were done in the nigihich thing gave me great comfort to my pereditmg and
ministred unto me more plentifull living, considagil gained some money in haunting the court, bgaa of my
Latin tongue.

Immediately after | was eftsoones called and adsfmd by the god Osiris, to receive a third ordeebfion. Then
| was greatly astonied, because | could not telitwthis new vision signified, or what the intentloé celestiall god
was, doubting least the former Priests had giveiillmeunsell, and fearing that they had not failhf instructed
me: being in this manner as it were incensed tlieQgiris appeared to me the night following, andngy me
admonition said, There is no occasion why thou ktest be afraid with so often order of religion thhgugh there
were somewhat omitted, but that thou shouldeseratfjoyce, since as it hath pleased the godslitthea three
times, when as there was never yet any persomtihétved to the order but once: wherefore thoutrtiziiske thy
selfe happy for so great benefits. And know that the religion which thou must now receive, ishtigecessary, if
thou meane to persever in the worshipping of thdtgese, and to make solempnity [sic] on the felstiay with
the blessed habite, which thing shall be a glog/@mowne to thee.

After this sort, the divine majesty perswaded mminsleepe, whereupon by and by | went toward$tiest, and
declared all that which | had seene, then | fagtadiayes according to the custome, and of mineeqwoper will |
abstained longer then | was commanded: and veudity hothing repent of the paine which | had talend of the
charges which | was at, considering that the dipirevidence had given me such an order, that legaimuch
money in pleading of causes: Finally after a feweda the great god Osiris appeared to me in tha,mgt
disguised in any other forme, but in his owne essecommanding me that | should be an Advocathdrcourt,



and not feare the slander and envie of ill persah&h beare me stomacke and grudge by reason afoetyine,
which | had gotten by much labour: moreover, heldowt that | should be any longer of the numbehiefPriests,
but he allotted me to be one of the Decurions amhf®urs: and after he appointed me a place witleiancient
pallace, which was erected in the time of Sillagvenl executed my office in great joy with a shagsswne.



