The 'Donum Del'

The Pretiosissimum Donum Dei, 'the most precious gift of God', is an importaatly alchemical work, with a
famous series of 12 illustrations. | have identif@/er 60 manuscripts of the Donum Dei, the eartiating from
the 15th century. Some of these versions ascribgtitk to Georgius Aurach de Argentina [sometinAesach’]
and date it to 1475. There are versions in Latern@&n, French and Italian, and one in English @Bhtish
Library MS. Harley 6453, which | have transcribedi ahow here. | have added the engravings from\Mylus'
Anatomia Auri, 1628.

| have had the science of this Art only from theplination of God, who to this servant has vouch#dedeclare the
true reasons to judge and discern, giving strehgth less occasion to no man, nor any excusatton fim.
Forsooth if | feared not the day of Judgment | wionver open anything of this science or publish @&ny man.
But | am willed to render my duty to faithful mea tneir Anchor of faith hath given it unto me. Heat knoweth not
the principles in himself is very far from the aftphilosophy for he hath not the true book whemupe should
ground his intent. But if he do chiefly and prirgliy know the natural causes of himself and knowthe other, yet
hath he the way to the way of the principles ofAlne And although a man know the Matter, yet themmaineth
many things to the completement of the same. Arriecessary that our stone be drawn out of theemof two
bodies before the Elixir may be made complete efioee it is worthily said: O water in form Pontar, bitter which
dissolves the Elements, O most greatest Naturerdature of Nature which containeth Nature, arefcymeth the
nature of the meanys what cometh with light andhWiht it is engendered and she that is mothedlphow black
a cloud hath she brought out.

The Chapter of the Green Lion and of what colour itis.

First in our green Lion is had the true matter ahahat colour it is, and is called Adrop or Azockelopum],
Duenech. If thou will well understand this workadeit from part to part and thou shall see miraalesught in our
days, and unless | had seen them and touched theuid not so particularly have written them andhfea them. |

have not shown all the appearances and things segesa this work, for there be some that be nefdato be

spoken of man, that | have set it out in pictucethe end or completement. And there was neveurowork so
described and with authorities to the purpose.itisrimpossible to be known without it be known®@éd or of a
master which may fear him. Understand that itvewy long way, therefore patience and tarrying &e/\necessary.
For in our Magistery there be some foolish anddlirhich saith they can make Aurum potable of comi@oid or
else they believe that it is most best to hedhéilimities. Also there are some Physicians whiahseth ducats to be
boiled in water saying this thing is most besttfar health, but it is rather evil and not to bentttFor it is clean
contrary, saving their reverence, that that wasuAuPotabile or if that it was good for the heakbr neither
common gold or other metals be good to heal with they [are] rather evil as | have said and né¢ &bbe drunk.
But | will grant they be good and most best to bagfections with and to pay the physician. Alsoythe good to
be had basins full of ducats or fine gold and soasthem to the sick man for it is a great comforsée the gold,
but the true aurum potabile of the philosophethésElixir complete. And this is Aurum potabile nasible but in
power, which is the great medicine, which remoatisuperfluities as well of many bodies and of agtfor it
converteth all metals imperfect from Leprosy amahfrinfirmity, and likewise the bodies of man. Armistis most
certain. Note this is the intent of all philosophdrut these which doth understand it to be of comgold be blind
and more than blind and deceivers. For if commdd gbould give of this perfection to another, tiséiould he
himself remain imperfect. Wherefore would you hévie science reading only one book or finding tinet f
regiment? Now following, the philosophers have shat the truth is not discerned without error, anthing
converteth more sorrow to the heart than errohigdrt. Therefore when | spared not my life irgseat age to
practice, lest peradventure because of the chiofghis wisdom | might be dampened. First | shadlise God
who is the beholder of all things nor any thingtfisehid from him, to whom be honour and glory livtlae world of
worlds. Amen.



A c -t ..i 4
Of whom the father is a virgin saith, Come my wmdloved that we may embrace together, and we shgénder a
new form which shall not be like to his parentse'king therefore whose head is red, the eyes laadkhe feet
white is the Magistery. The Mother hath not conedivbehold | come to thee, and am most ready toetom a
form, to whom is none like in the world. And hebisrne between two mountains, you know the truthis Bbok is
followed according to Hermes Trismegistus, he Yanet from him in any text for that you may knoMthough
he will not declare his name that all his ground foundation is Hermes as aforesaid. No chaptéimfthat is left
untouched in this book, wherefore be sure to foliofer there is no surer author nor none likejatieth not from
any that anciently hath written of this Art andhath spoken more plainly than ever was writtenmf @ther, if God
give grace that he that readeth it may perceiveuaderstand, to whom be all honour and glory. Amen.

The Second Chapter.

How the bodies be dissolved into Argent Vive of Philosophers that is intcater.

The Matter of the Stone is a gross water agenhairis a cold, congealing the water. And belidwase stones to be
more precious, which proceedeth from the animala the other, Thou canst not prepare any kindoofestvithout
Duenech, the green and liquid which is born inminmes. Some behold the last Mountains which béhenight
hand and the left, and ascend thither where omes®found, and in the mountain which bearetimalhner of
kinds of Spirits and Aromatic or secret thingselikse in the mine of the stone which is necessatkis work, is of
an augmate or a levinge thing. You shall find gmwwhere, in the plains, on the mountains, antiénwaters, as
well the poor as the rich hath it. It is most \dled it is most dear. It groweth of flesh and bloddchow precious it is
to him that knoweth it. O blessed greenness whigjerdereth all things. O blessed Nature, blesstithie
operation, for of an imperfect thou makest a pérfEoerefore take not this Nature but pure andr;leeude, clear,
earthly, pure and right. If thou do otherwise iakimot profit thee nothing.

Let we go seek the nature of the 4 Elements, wiieHAmptys - .imperctys - .amxtys] bring forth fnathe belly of
the earth.



of philosophers andrtasle our Argent vive.

Here is made the Solution

The Third Chapter.

How the bodies be dissolved into water and is made a new body.

Our Stone is a body without sound mortifying anétkening, so that nothing contrary enter with aing, but put
himself only conjoin the servant to his odorifer@ister and between them the art shall be engethdece if the
white woman be married to the red man anon thegrndiorace and so [hawsinge] be coupled together, by
themselves they be dissolved, and by themselvgdithenade, that they that were two is made asri¢ wee body.
And know that there be three perfect colours frommwhich all the others take there beginning. Tig¢ i black,
the second white, and the third red, there be no#imgr colours, but they be not to be cared fortHey vanish
away oftentimes before the whiteness, Then is nttaeleommixtion of two bodies, and it is necessargur
Magistery, and if there were but one only bodyhaf two, in our Stone, it should now go be tinctoyeany manner
of means, and therefore it is necessary the cotiumof these two bodies, which two when they bejaimed, and
received in the commixtion of the Stone, the Sterengendered in the belly of the wind, and th#éias which the
philosopher saith. The wind hath born him in hiybé is plain that the wind is Air, and Air isfé, and the life is
the Soul, that is oil, and water. | that am exalibdve all the circles of the world have four fakasing one father,
whereof one is in the mountains, an other in the @iother in the Stones, and another in the cawarhollow
places.
Of the four Elements this Stone is compounded atema



Here be the bodies wholly dissolved into our Argéwme, and is made water permanent fixed whitehagears of
the eye.

The Fourth Chapter.

Here is made the putrefaction of Philosophers which was never seand is called sulphur.

Convert the natures of the Elements and thou §hdltvhat thou seekest. To convert the natures mdke a body
a spirit in our Magistery, first we make of grobsit and of a body water, and by consequent we rtietewhich is
beneath as that which is above, and the contrarghé bodies dissolved are reduced to the nafuspicts, and
they be never separated asunder, like as watexedmwith water, and truly all the regiment and @ none other,
but water permanent having in himself all thingsolhwe need. Therefore hold fast that water whicgaod
operations, for he maketh white to white, and ceckd, it is on and the same thing which hath in fiesh or soul;
the agent, or calx, and the 4 Elements, to whdmatit dominion, it is not made of other Elementsolildgreeth not
in his nature.
The putrefaction of the Philosophers is the heati@Crow a blackness transparent and shining.

COLOR CCELESTINIES.

Here be the bodies put in putrefaction and be rb¢atek earth, and when you seest thy matter to lerhiack
rejoice for that is the beginning of the operati@nd it is necessary to be putrefied.



The Fifth Chapter.

The most part of this water is made black earth and feculent.

Therefore burn our Brass with easy fire as thedwath nourish the egg until the body thereof be ttuied or made
and the tincture be drawn out, for thou shalt matdit out all at once, but that a little, andtddimay come out
every day until it may be made complete in a lanmget | am black of white, and red of white, andio# of red, and
certainly | am a true sayer and not liar. And kn@athat this red of the art is the Crow which ia tHackness of the
night and in the clearness of the day flyeth witheimgs. Of the bitterness in his throat the colisuaken, from his
body the redness, and from his back pure wateret$taind the gift of God, receive it and hide infrall unwise
philosophers, for it is not hidden from the cavashthe metals, which stone is mineral, and anistahing colours,
or high hill, and an open sea. Behold | have exgduto you, truly when it is first black, we céllithe cave of the
science which is not without blackness, for itis tincture which we seek, for in every body weegiv put colour,
which thing was hidden in his brass, as the Sooiam's body. Therefore dear Son, when thou ahyimbrk, see
first thou have the black colour, and then art thote thou dost putrefy and proceedest the riglt patience and
tarrying be necessary in our work. O Blessed Natakblessed is thine operation, for of imperfaotitmakest
perfect with true putrefaction, which is black astzkcure. Then after thou shalt make to spring mev,divers
things, which thy viridity or green lion makest dig¢ colours appear.

The Head of the Crow is transparent blackness. i§hipon the matter the black clouds, spirits omf& This earth

which is upon the matter descendeth in an otheselés the bottom and thence worms be brought.forth

CoLOR. COELESTINUS.
Len b ferem MR-

This is the black and feculent earth whereof al®hilosophers speaketh and standeth upon the. water

The Sixth Chapter.

How this earth black shall stand upon the water in the beginning, and bytlle and little is
drowned in their profundity.

Yet seeing more the matter to wax thick and to singarth, and this thickness stood first uponiheer, and so
leaving by little and little the thickness they st earth drowned himself in the water and startié bottom of
the vessel under the water, which earth was yedlowiack and feculent, they said that this waseggedorruption.
Kindle the fire in the furnace after the Philosoh@anner, and cause that all the matter be disdahto water.
Afterwards govern it with easy fire till the mosirpbe turned into black earth, which in 21 dayl lvé done. Know
that this science is none other thing than theggérhspiration of God. For all the Magistery oriarbut of one
thing and we shall prove it by the saying of thégstophers. And as we have seen and touched wett tabours
and business, we have known this only thing petfetite white and to the red, and we could newvet €ither things
where the perfection consisteth to the true tranatin of bodies and perfect preparation, but taéstroyed so
made black for ever. Therefore be thou busy toetiviperation in all his degrees patiently continudegoction until



such time the tincture be come out in black colgquon the water, and when thou seest the blackpeesain the
said water, know thou all the body to be liquefjethd then it behoveth to continue an easy fireipaintil such
time it hath conceived the dark cloud which it hiatbught forth. The intent of the philosophershisttnow the body
dissolveth into black powder, may enter into thetev and all may be made one. For then the wéketitdhe
whiter as his own nature. Therefore without altim@ed into water, thou shalt never come by anynmaéa perfect
perfection.
Caput Corvi.

The Head of the Crow is black earth and feculetithénwhich be engendered worms, whereof the oneutteth the
other, for the corruption of the one is the generapf the other.

The Seventh Chapter.

How this earth is dissolved into water and again into the colour of oil and is calll the oil of
Philosophers.

Here is required by how long time the stone isg¢durned into blackness and what is the figurews solution of
the stone when blackness appeareth the first timdigure of putrefaction and solution of therstpbut when it is
vanished away and clearly gone it is a sign ofhele putrefaction of the stone and of the dissotuthereof, or
else it is demanded if the black clouds enduréénforesaid stone by the space of 40 days, | ansevaetimes it
doth more, and sometimes less, this variation athnaf the variety and quantity of the medicined ancording to
the wisdom of the worker, wherefore the more qugnéiquireth more time, and the less the less.Wikdom of the
worker helpeth the art of separation from the hieds. Item it is demanded by some long time thisefaction
shall endure and the cleansing of the earth, | raalkgver 4[0?] days and sometime more, and sométsae
according to the quantity of the earth and of tlagen
The Head of the Crow
Oil of Philosophers.



Here is our new black Son born, and the name ofdfiatl be called Elixir. The black earth and featlis turned
into Argent vive as it was afore and dissolvechia tolour of oil, and then it shall be called diRhilosophers.

The Eighth Chapter.

How the Dragon is born in blackness and is fed with his Mercury and kiéth himself and is
drowned in the same and the water is somewhat made white.

Gold is dissolved that he may be reduced untoifsisrhatter, that is that it may be made truly bulpand Argent
vive. For then we may make most best silver anadl®dien it is converted into the matter of them. rEfare it
must be so well washed until it be true Sulphud Argent Vive, for according to the Philosophenthe the very
true matters of metals. Therefore he that can weidea and get her with child and mortify and guéckagain the
kinds of generations, and can cleanse and brifighiy and to separate the shine thereof from bilask and
darkness, shall be of most great dignity. Therefegeconjoining our king crowned to our red childeerd in an
easy fire knitting them together, there shall becsived and between them engendered a son, Fdohids which
were upon him turneth again into his body as theyie out. Therefore continue a temperate Balneatheluntil
such time all be dissolved into water impalpabtel that all the tincture come out in the colouBtdckness, which
is the sign and token of Dissolution.
The dark house is
Sulphur of philosophers.



Here beginneth the Dragon to wax wh|t an to msabWwn wings.

The Ninth Chapter.

Here is the water cleansed wholly from blackness and remaineth in tlewlour of milk, and
many colours doth appear in the blackness.

The dragon here eateth his own wings and showetth diovers colours by many manner of ways and niangs
shall be moved from colour unto colour until suichet it come unto whiteness, A fierce or a most cbaast ought
not to be fed but when it hath thirst and hunged, know ye that after three days it hath not, flsehe Dragon
born, the house of him is darkness and blacknesdlidgin all these; Truly death, and Darknessetiythis Sea,
and the dragon flyeth from the bright beams of3ba which stops the holes, and our dead form &elk, and the
king shall come from the fire, and shall rejoicenidf marriage. And hidden things shall appear,thadnilk of the
virgin shall be made white, and our child now geickd is made a tamer or overcomer of ye fire, aedcoming

tincture.
The dark House.
Sulphur of Philosophers.

Here wholly the dragon is cleansed from blackneskissmade white as milk.



The Tenth Chapter.

How the black clouds which were above the water in the vessel dissolv@ito the body
from whence they came.

Take black: blacker than black, for divers and memipurs shall appear in it, and the virgins miia be made
white, and our Son now revived shall be made amoowveer of the fire and excelling tinctures or cakuhe cloud
ascendeth from the Sea, and the rain upon the, éartbvery heavy and dense or thick body fallatslippeth to
his centre. Argent vive sublimed from brass ofuléch all things be, is a clear water and a troettire, which
putteth away the shadow of ye brass, for it is @hitlphur which only maketh brass white which thieitsis held
that he can not fly, know that the neck of the geeisthe head of the Crow which you shalt killdahereof shall be
brought forth a dove, and after that a phoenixy&e fortunate or happy the whole science both ¢ovthite and to

the red with these few words.

Ashes of Ashes.

The black clouds descendeth unto the body from wéaéimey came out and there is made connection batthe
earth and water and is made ashes.
The crow is black, the Dove is white, the Phoenixieth herself that she may procreate or bringnfart other of
the ashes.

The Eleventh Chapter.

This ashes is made white as marble Shining and it is the Elixir to thehite and is made
ashes.

Because Nature hath no moving but by the occadibeat, Therefore if thou measure well the heaatewand fire
be sufficient to thee. For they wash the body, ttlegnse and nourish it and taketh away the daskiheseof. This
water dwelling in the air doth draw to the earthras the adamant stone. Therefore all these omfgrseparation
reiterate upon it four times. And at the last aadit by his manner of calcining and flying, forlsave you
sufficiently governed the Earth of the Stone in adstration. To calcine is no other thing then tg dnd to turn in
to ashes. Therefore burn it without fear, untilétashes, which when it is so thou hast mixed lit Wespise not
these ashes but give it them the sweat that they ¢ast out, and when the water is all drank uptamked into
earth within certain days will be done. In thissasshall appear all ye the colours of the worldewthe humidity
is dried up. Therefore let it stand certain daysrupasy fire until it be done as aforesaid. Thatkigoeth from
him put again upon him until all be fixed and with more go from him for ye fire, that is the blaeks which is

separate from the body let it be reduced upon tialy from whence it came out and be made on body.
The White Rose.



| am the Elixir to the white transforming all impect bodies into most pure silver better than theemwhereof one
part changeth a thousand of Argent vive into mose silver.

The Twelfth Chapter.

How this whiteness is converted into transparent redness as the Ryland this is the elixir
to the red.

Take white laton and break your books to piecasylmsr hearts be broken. For our Art is easy alitila help will
serve. He that maketh me white shall make me oedyfiite and red proceedeth from one Root, thatkis in the
white is in the red, therefore work philosophicaliyd if thou make white and pass the limits, at grereof, thou
art blessed, this thing if thou shalt see it sutideadmiration or marvel, fear and dread, shall earpon thee.
Decant therefore grind, and reiterate, though toegkwe tedious and long, for it is done with loregzdction, know
ye that the flower of the stone is the stone of3tane, roast it therefore by certain days unbkitshining as
Marble, and know when it is so, that it is the myrstatest secret. For the stone is mixed to theestdow most dear
friend thou hast learned to make the white.
Now it is to speak of the red, but if thou first keanot white, never can there be made true rechdonan may
come from the first to the third but by the secddd,canst thou not come from black to the citrinely the white,
because that the citrine is made one compound ohmihite and a little black. Therefore make white black, and
make red the white and you have the art. For tlae igedivided into four parts, and so is our bldsserk. The first
is winter cold and moist, the second is ver, hat mmist, and flourishing. The third is the summeret, hot and dry,
and red. The fourth is the harvest cold and dryclis the time of gathering of fruit. This disptasn colouring
nature govern until such time it bring forth ripaif at pleasure. But now the winter is past, thevgers be gone
away. For the flowers hath appeared in our earthartime of ver. But we go about the white rogetfiey made
every imperfect or sick body to be turned into tsileer.
Therefore when thou seest the whiteness appedrimgean all parts be sure, that in that whitenedhére hidden
redness. Therefore then you must draw out all thigewess and decoct it until such time it be madkthoroughly.
The Red Rose.



| am the Elixir to the red transforming all impearfdodies into most pure gold better then the nfimeone part
being cast upon a thousand of Argent Vive, we peecethat it congealed it and made it red, and edied it into
most pure gold.



