Various pieces of Nicolas Flamel

The Testament of Nicholas Flamel

The Summary of Philosophy [transcribed by AntonaleBtra.]
The Hieroglyphic Figures

[Chapters I-1X transcribed by Marcella Gillick.]

Testament of Flamel

Testament of Nicholas Flamel. London: Printed by J. and E. Hodson... and salg by the Editor. 1806. [In French
and English on facing pages.]

This text is probably a late invention but it isragheless interesting for that. | cannot locateamuscript of the
‘Testament’, though it was mentioned in Borel'$idgipaphy of alchemy. It was probably written iraRce in the
late 18th century, during the revival of interesFlamel. It protests too much its authenticityd a@ives an unlikely
story about how it survived from Flamel's time. igys if the editor (or writer) had just not menédranything
about its origins they might have better persuagedbout its authenticity. In spite of this it islaar statement of
the alchemical process.

1. I Nicholas Flamel, a scrivener of Paris, inyear 1414, in the reign of our gracious Prince (&sathe Vith,
whom God preserve; and after the death of my falithdirtner Perenelle, am seized with a desire afelight, in
remembrance of her, and in your behalf, dear neptewrite out the whole magistery of the secrethef Powder
of Projection, or the Philosophical Tincture, whidbd hath willed to impart to his very insignifi¢eservant, and
which | have found out, as thou also wilt find autvorking as | shall declare unto you.

2. And for this cause do not forget to pray to Gmthestow on thee the understanding of the reastiredruth of
nature, which thou wilt see in this book, wherehrale written the secrets word for word, sheeth®ges and also as
| have done and wrought with thy dear aunt Perenelhom | very much regret.

3. Take heed before thou workest, to seek the viglytas a man of understanding. The reason of@m&Wercury,
Sun and Moon, as | have said in my book, in whighthose figures which thou seest under the amchibe
Innocents at Paris. But | erred greatly upward®3®fears and a half, in labouring without beingeabl marry the
Moon, that is quicksilver, to the Sun, and to exttfeom them the seminal dung, which is a deadigqu for | was
then ignorant of the agent or medium, in ordeottiffy the Mercury: for without this agent, Mercuig/as common
water.

4. Know in what manner Mercury is to be fortified & metallic agent, without which it never can peate into the
belly of the Sun and of the Moon; afterward it mosthardened, which cannot be affected withousthghureous
spirit of gold or silver. You must therefore figgben them with a metallic agent, that is to saywityal Saturnia,
and afterward you must actuate the Mercury by bbgbphic means, that you may afterward by this Merc
dissolve into a liquor gold and Luna, and draw fribwair putrefaction the generative dung.

5. And know thou, that there is no other way noangeto work in this art, than that which | giveaheord for
word; an operation, unless it be taught as | noywndb at all easy to perform, but which on the canytis very
difficult to find out.

6. Believe stedfastly, that the whole philosophidustry consists in the preparation of the Merafrthe wise, for
in it is the whole of what we are seeking for, avtdch has always been sought for by all ancienewien; and that
we, no more than they, have done nothing withastNrercury, prepared with Sun or Moon: for withdliese
three, there is nothing in the whole world capatflaccomplishing the said philosophical and medikimcture. It
is expedient then that we learn to extract fronmthiee living and spiritual seed.

7. Aim therefore at nothing but Sun, Moon and Meyqurepared by a philosophical industry, which watsthe
hands, but the metal, and which has in itself aftiesulphureous soul, namely, the ignited lighsolphur. And in
order that you may not stray from the right pafiplg yourself to metals; for there the aforesaigisur is found in



all; but thou wilt easily find it, even almost siarito gold, in the cavern and depths of Mars, Whigciron, and of
Venus, which is copper, nearly as much in the ani@ éhe other; and even if you pay attention tthis sulphur has
the power of tinging moist and cold Luna, whicliife silver, into pure yellow and good Sun; bustbiught to be
done by a spiritual medium, viz. the key which apah metals, which | am going to make known to.yloearn
therefore, that among the minerals there is onehsia thief, and eats up all except Sun and Matie, render the
thief very good; for when he has them in his béily,is good to prepare the quicksilver, as | ghr@sently make
known to you.

8. Therefore do not stray out of the right road, thust to my words, and then give thyself up te ginactice, which |
am going to bestow on thee in the name of the Fati&on, and Holy Ghost.

The Practice.

9. Take thou in the first place the eldest or {ivstn child of Saturn, not the vulgar, 9 partsthaf sabre chalibs of
the God of War, 4 parts. Put this latter into acibyle, and when it comes to a melting redness,tbasgin the 9
parts of Saturn, and immediately this will reddea tther. Cleanse thou carefully the filth thasesion the surface
of the saturnia, with saltpetre and tartar, foufiws times. The operation will be rightly done wihhou seest upon
the matter an astral sign like a star.

10. Then is made the key and the sabre, which cashsuts through all metals, but chiefly Sun, Maod Venus,
which it eats, devours and keeps in his belly, lapthis means thou art in the right road of tritthou has
operated properly. For this Saturnia is the rograhiphant herb, for it is a little imperfect kinghom we raise up
by a philosophic artifice to the degree of the tgetglory and honour. It is also the queen, thab isay the Moon
and the wife of the Sun: it is therefore both naatd female, and our hermaphrodite Mercury. Thisddier or
Saturnia is represented in the seven first pagdsediook of Abraham the Jew, by two serpent eliegr@ golden
rod. Take care to prepare a sufficient quantitit, dor much is required, that is to say about 128 Ibs. of it, or
even more, according as you wish to work on a large small scale.

11. Marry thou therefore the young god Mercuryt thdo say quicksilver with this which is the psbphic
Mercury, that you may acuate by him and fortify aéd running quicksilver, seven or even ten ovestetimes with
the said agent, which is called the key, or a sthatpened sabre, for it cuts, scythes and peestatltthe bodies of
the metals. Then wilt thou have the double andérelater represented by the rose tree in the bddlb@ham the
Jew, which issues out of the foot of an oak, namelySaturnia, which is the royal key, and goegrazipitate itself
into the abyss, as says the same author, thaseytdnto the receiver, adapted to the neck ofeh@t, where the
double Mercury throws itself by means of a suitdlvke

12. But here are found thorns and insuperablecdities, unless God reveals this secret, or a mhsttows it. For
Mercury does not marry with royal Saturnia: it igperient to find a secret means to unite themufdess thou
knowest the artifice by which this union and peaeffected between these aforesaid argent-weeswill do
nothing to any purpose. | would not conceal anggtrom thee, my dear nephew; | tell thee, thereftirat without
Sun or Moon this work will profit thee nothing. Tinanust therefore cause this old man, or voracical§ Yo
devour gold or silver in the weight and measureas now about to inform thee. Listen thereforenypwords, that
thou mayest not err, as | have done in this woslayi, therefore, that you must give gold to ourdragon to eat.
Remark how well you ought to operate. For if youegbut little gold to the melted Saturnia, the gslthdeed
opened, but the quicksilver will not take; and hieran incongruity, which is not at all profitablehave a long
while and greatly laboured in this affliction, bedd found out the means to succeed in it. If tfrereeyou give him
much gold to devour, the gold will not indeed bevaach opened nor disposed, but then it will taleghicksilver,
and they will both marry. Thus the means is discedeConceal this secret, for it is the whole, aaither trust it to
paper, or to any thing else which may be seenweoshould become the cause of great mischief.d ithee
under the seal of secrecy and of thy consciencehélove | bear thee.

13. Take thou ten ounces of the red Sun, thatse &ay, very fine, clean and purified nine ortteres by means of
the voracious wolf alone: two ounces of the royatugnia; melt this in a crucible, and when it isltee, cast into it
the ten ounces of fine gold; melt these two togetled stir them with a lighted charcoal. Then Wil gold be a
little opened. Pour it on a marble slab or intdran mortar, reduce it to a powder, and grind itlwéth three
pounds of quicksilver. Make them to curd like clegés the grinding and working them to and fro: ivélss
amalgama with pure common water until it comesobedr, and that the whole mass appears clear aite ke

fine Luna. The conjunction of the gold with the abgolden Saturnia is effected, when the massfig@the touch
like butter.

14. Take this mass, which thou wilt gently dry wlitten or fine cloth, with great care: this is dead, and our mass
of Sun and Moon, not the vulgar, but the philosophiPut it into a good retort of crucible eartht much better of
steel. Place the retort in a furnace, and adagteiver to it: give fire by degrees. Two hoursraftecrease your fire
so that the Mercury may pass into the receives: Mercury is the water of the blowing rose-treés ilso the blood



of the innocents slain in the book of Abraham the.JYou may now suppose that this Mercury has pat little of
the body of the king, and that it will have muchrmestrength to dissolve the other part of it haszafvhich will be
more covered by the body of the Saturnia. Thouoasascended one degree or step of the laddee @frth

15. Take the faeces out of the retort; melt them énucible in a strong fire: cast into it four aes of the Saturnia,
(and) nine ounces of the Sun. Then the Sun is elqghim the said faeces, and much more openedtttiat &rst
time, as the Mercury has more vigour than befaneili have the strength and virtue of penetrating gold, and of
eating more of it, and of filling his belly withlity degrees. Operate therefore as at first; magaforesaid
Mercury, stronger one degree with this new maggimding the whole together; they will take liketteur and
cheese; wash and grind them several times, uhthi@blackness is got out: dry it as aforesaid;tpe whole into
the retort, and operate as thou didst before, ipgiduring two hours, a weak fire, and then strandficient to
drive out, and cause the Mercury to fall into theaiver; then wilt thou have the Mercury still macuated, and
thou wilt have ascended to the second degree gittih@sophic ladder.

16. Repeat the same work, by casting in the Satimriue weight, that is to say, by degrees, amdating as
before, till thou hast reached the 10th step ofothiosophic ladder; then take thy rest. For treregaid Mercury is
ignited, acuated, wholly engrossed and full ofritede sulphur, and fortified with the astral juichigh was in the
deep bowels of the gold and of our saturnine draBerassured that | am now writing for thee thimdpsch by no
philosopher was ever declared or written. For kihéscury is the wonderful caduceus, of which theesalgave so
much spoken in their books, and which they attastthe power of itself of accomplishing the philgsic work,
and they say the truth, as | have done it myself Bipne, and thou wilt be enabled to do it thfjséthou art so
disposed: for it is this and none else which isgheximate matter and the root of all the metals.

17. Now is done and accomplished the preparatidheoMercury, rendered cuting and proper to dissaito its
nature gold and silver, to work out naturally aimd@y the Philosophic Tincture, or the powder tranging all
metals into gold and silver.

18. Some believe they have the whole magisterynwhey have the heavenly Mercury prepared; but #ney
grossly deceived. It is for this cause they finartts before they pluck the rose, for want of unideding. It is true
indeed, that were they to understand the weightrélgimen of the fire, and the suitable way, theybd not have
much to do, and could not fail even if they wouwdit in this art there is a way to work. Learn tHere and observe
well how to operate, in the manner | am about latego you.

19. In the name of God, thou shalt take of thy atéd Mercury what quantity thou pleasest; thou puilt it into a
glass vessel by itself; or two or four parts of Khercury with two parts of the golden Saturnia;ttisao say, one of
the Sun and two of the Saturnia; the whole finelgjoined like butter, washed, cleansed and dried;thou wilt
lute thy vessel with the lute of wisdom. Placenitifurnace on warm ashes at the degree of theohaathen sitting
on her eggs. Leave this said Mercury so prepareddend and descend for the space of 40 or 50 aiatjisthou
seest forming in thy vessel a white or red sulpbalied philosophic sublimate, which issues ouhefreins of the
said Mercury. Thou wilt collect this sulphur witHfesather: it is the living Sun and the living Moawhich Mercury
begets out of itself.

20. Take this white or red sulphur, triturate igilglass or marble mortar, and pour on it, in $bmigp it, a third part
of its weight of the Mercury from which this sulpthas been drawn. With these two make a pastdliker: put
again this mixture into an oval glass; place @ifurnace on a suitable fire of ashes, mild, asgaled with a
philosophic industry. Concoct until the said Mercig changed into sulphur, and during this cocttbou wilt see
wonderful things in thy vessel, that is to saytladl colours which exist in the world, which thanst not behold
without lifting up thy heart to God in gratituderfeo great a gift.

21. When thou has attained to the purple red, thast gather it: for then the alchymical powder e,
transmuting every metal into fine pure and neatlgohich thou maist multiply by watering it as thioast already
done, grinding it with fresh Mercury, concoctingritthe same vessel, furnace and fire, and the withde much
shorter, and its virtue ten times stronger.

22. This then is the whole magistery done with Meyalone, which some do not believe to be trueabse they
are weak and stupid, and not at all able to congrélthis work.

23. Shouldest thou desire to operate in another tag of fine Sun in fine powder or in very theales: make a
paste of it with 7 parts of thy philosophic Mercuwhich is our Luna: put them both into an ovalsglaessel well
luted; place it in a furnace; give a very strong,fihat is to say, such as will keep lead in fasfor then thou has
found out the true regimen of the fire; and let kigrcury, which is the philosophical wind, ascend @escend on
the body of the gold, which it eats up by degrees, carries in its belly. Concoct it until the galehd Mercury do
no more ascend and descend, but both remain quigthen will peace and union be effected betwieervto
dragons, which are fire and water both together.



24. Then wilt thou see in thy vessel a great blaskrike that of melted pitch, which is the signtef death and
putrefaction of the gold, and the key of the wholgistery. Cause it therefore to resuscitate bgaating it, and
be not weary with concocting it: during this peridislers changes will take place; that is to sag,rtfatter will pass
through all the colours, the black, the ash colthe,blue, the green, the white, the orange, aralyi the red as red
as blood or the crimson poppy: aim only at thi$ ¢adour; for it is the true sulphur, and the alctiyal powder. |
say nothing precisely about the time; for that delseon the industry of the artist; but thou camstfail, by

working as | have shewn.

25. If thou are disposed to multiply thy powdeket@ne part thereof, and water it with two partthgfanimated
Mercury; make it into a soft and smooth paste;ipiata vessel as thou hast already done, in theedarnace and
fire, and concoct it. This second turn of the pédlphic wheel will be done in less time than thstfiand thy powder
will have ten times more strength. Let is wheelwtamain even a thousand times, and as much asilio@rhou
wilt then have a treasure without price, supeioalt there is in the world, and thou canst desothing more here
below, for thou hast both health and riches, itthigeth them properly.

26. Thou hast now the treasure of all worldly f&icwhich | a poor country clown of Pointoise didcomplish
three times in Paris, in my house, in the strestii®ivains, near the chapel of St. Jacques delglierie, and
which | Flammel give thee, for the love | bear thteethe honour of God, for His glory, for the m@iof Father,
Son, and Holy Spirit. Amen.

The French correspondent [who had provided thedfrearsion to the editor for translation into Esplfor this
publication of 1806] adds: "This is what | findthe end of the Manuscript™

They assert that the original of this work was t&ritupon the margin of a vellum Psalm-book, in Nlak Flamel's
own handwriting in favour of his nephew. The pracess written in cyphers, the better to conceaktwet. Each
letter was shaped in four different ways, so tbantke up the whole alphabet therewith 96 lettenevemployed.
Father Pernetti and Monsieur de Saint Marc decyththis writing with much difficulty. M. de St. Mawas on the
point of giving it up; but Father Pernetti, who telceady found out the vowels, encouraged him torgwith the
work, which they at last overcame, with completecgss, about the year 1758.

Flamel's Summary of Philosophy

Transcribed by Antonio Balestra.

The Summary of Philosophy

If you would know how metals are transmuted, yolstunderstand from what matter they are generatatihow
they are formed in the mines; and that you mayengtyou must see and observe, how those trandongatre
performed in the bowels or veins of the earth.

Minerals taken out of the earth, may be changdukfibrehand they be spiritualized, and reducedthed
sulphureous and argent vive nature, which arevibesperms, composed of the elements, the one nirasciiie
other feminine. - The male sulphur, is nothing finet and air; and the true sulphur is as a fire,rmi the vulgar,
which contains no metallic substance. The femisimerm is argent vive, which is nothing but eartti aater; these
two sperms the ancient sages called two dragoserpents, of which, the one is winged, the othér$wlphur not
flying the fire, is without wings; the winged serpés argent vive, borne up by the wind, therefarber certain
hour she flies from the fire, not having fixity emgh to endure it. Now if these two sperms, sepédrian
themselves, be united again, by powerful naturéhérpotentiality of mercury, which is the metafiie: being thus
united, it is called by the philosophers the flyirggon; - because the dragon kindled by its fitdle he flies by
little and little, fills the air with his fire, andoisonous vapours. - The same thing doth merdaryeing placed
upon an exterior fire, and in its place in a vessakets on fire its inside, which is hidden is firofundity; by which
may be seen, how the external fire does burn dtahie the natural mercury. - And then you may ses the
poisonous vapour breaks out into the air, with @tstinking and pernicious poison; which is nothétge but the
head of the dragon, which hastily goes out of BabyBut other philosophers have compared this nngrevith a
flying lion, because a lion is a devourer of otbexatures, and delights himself in his voracitgeéry thing, except
that which is able to resist his violence and f@g.also does mercury, which has in itself sucbvagp, force, and
operation, to spoil and devastate a metal of ithf@nd to devour it. Mercury being too much infloed, devours
and hides metals in its belly; but which of theneser it be, it is certain, that, it consumes it, fior in their nature
they are perfect, and much more indurate. But nmgrigas in itself a substance of perfecting sol land; and all



the imperfect bodies or metals, proceed from arget therefore the ancients called it the mothfemetals;
whence it follows, that in its own principle anchte, being formed, it has a double metallic sutxsta And first,
the substance of the interior; then the substafhselpwhich is not like the other metals; of théwe substances,
argent vive is formed, which in its body is spialily nourished. As soon then as nature has formgehavive, of
the two after-named spirits, then it endeavors astarthem perfect and corporeal; but when the sgiri¢ of
strength, and the two sperms awakened out of tleaitral principle, then they desire to assume their bodies.
Which being done, argent vive the mother mustalig, being thus naturally mortified, cannot (as dibatgys
cannot) quicken itself as before. But there areesproud philosophers, who in obscure words afftirat we ought
to transmute both perfect and imperfect bodiesrintming argent vive; this is the serpent's sujptietd you may
be in danger of being bit by it. It is true, thagent vive may transmute an imperfect body, as tedth; and may
without much labour, multiply in a quantity; buetieby it diminishes or loses its own perfectiorg aray no more
for this reason be called argent vive. But if byitmay be mortified, that it can no more vivitgeélf, then it will be
changed into another thing, as in cinnabar, orisaté is done. For when it is by the art coagulatédtether sooner
or later, yet then its two bodies assume not alftxedy, nor can they conserve it, as we may séeeibowels of the
earth.

Lest anyone should therefore err, there are ivéires of lead some fixed grains or particles oéfaol and luna
mixed in its substance of nourishment.

The first coagulation of argent vive is in the mafesaturn; and most fit and proper it is to bringn unto perfection
and fixation; for the mine of saturn is not withdixed particles of gold, which particles were imigal to it by
nature. So in itself it may be multiplied and brbttp perfection, and a vast power or strength,tesve tried, and
therefore affirm it.- So long as it is not sepadai®m its mine, viz. its argent vive, but well keffor every metal
which is in its mine, the same is an argent vibentmay it multiply itself, for that it has substarfrom its
mercury, or argent vive, but it will be like somegn immature fruit on a tree, which the blossomdppast,
becomes an unripe fruit, and then a larger appdev Klany one plucks this unripe fruit from thedrehen its first
forming would be frustrate, nor would it grow largeor ripe; for man knows not how to give substance
nourishment, or maturity, so well as internal nefwvhile the fruit yet hangs on the tree, whickdfe# with
substance and nourishment, till the determined rnitgtis accomplished.

And so long also does the fruit draw sap or moésfar its augmentation and nourishment, till it @mnto its perfect
maturity. So is it with sol; for if by nature, aagn, or grains are made, and it is reduced torgera vive, then also
by the same it is daily, without ceasing, sustaiaed supplied, and reduced into its place, vizeargive, as he is
in himself; and then must you wait till he shaltab some substance from his mercury as it hapipethe fruit of
trees. For as the argent vive, both of perfectianpérfect bodies is a tree, so they can have n@ mourishment,
otherwise than from their own mercury.

If therefore you would gather fruits from argenteyj viz. pure sol and luna, if they be disjoineshfrtheir mercury;
think not that you, like as nature did in the begig, may again conjoin and multiply, and withobainge, augment
them. For if metals be separated from their minentthey, like the fruit of trees too soon gathereyer come to
their perfection, as nature and experience malagspitar. For if an apple or pear be once pluckefilarh the tree,
it would then be a great vanity to attempt to fasteo the tree again, expecting it to encreaskgrow ripe; and
experience testifies, that the more it is handieel more it withereth. And so it is also with metdbr if you should
take the vulgar sol and luna, endeavoring to redluem into argent vive, you would wholly play tlwof, for there
is no artifice yet found, whereby it can be perfedn- Though you should use many waters, and cesmenbther
things infinitely of that kind, yet would you contially err, and that would befal you, which wouidchithat should
tie unripe fruit to their trees.

Yet some philosophers have said truly, that ifesa luna, by a right mercury, or argent vive béattigconjoined,
they will make all imperfect metals perfect; butlis thing most men have erred, who having thieseet
vegetables, animals, and minerals, which in onggthre conjoined; for that they considered not, tta
philosophers speak not of vulgar sol, luna, andcorgy which are all dead, and receive no more sugost or
increase from nature, but remain the same in their essence, without the possibility of bringingess to
perfection.

They are fruits plucked off from their trees beftreir time, and are therefore of no value or estiom. Therefore
see the fruit in the tree, that leads them straigltt whose fruit is daily made greater with iease, so long as the
tree bears it. This work is seen with joy and &ati$on; and by this means one may transplantréeewithout
gathering the fruit, fixing it into a moister, batt and more fruitful place, which in one day wille more
nourishment to the fruit, than it received othemiiis an hundred years.

In this therefore, it is understood, that mercting, much commended tree must be taken, which hispower
indissolvably sol and luna; and then transplantgéal another soil nearer the sun, that thence it gadry its



profitable increase, for which thing, dew does ataunily suffice; for where it was placed beforeyits so
weakened by cold and wind, that little fruit coble expected from it, and where it long stood amdipht forth no
fruit at all.

And indeed the philosophers have a garden, wherstth as well morning as evening remains with sshsweet
dew, without ceasing, with which it is sprinkleddamoistened; - whose earth brings forth trees antsf which are
transplanted thither, which also receive descetitrarurishment from the pleasant meadows. And shitone daily,
and there they are both corroborated and quickesigabut ever fading; and this more in one yeaantin a
thousand, where the cold affects them. - Take tiemefore, and night and day cherish them in aldistry fire;
but not with a fire of wood or coals, but in a elé@nsparent fire, not unlike the sun, which isarehotter than is
requisite, but is always alike; for a vapour is desv, and seed of metals, which ought not to ket

Fruits, if they be too hot, and without dew or ntaiis, they abide on the boughs, but without contingerfection,
only withering or dwindling away. But if they bedfevith heat and due moisture on their trees, theg prove
elegant and fruitful; for heat and moisture aredtgments of all earthly things, animal, vegetahted mineral.
Therefore fires of wood and coal produce or helpmetals; those are violent fires, which nourishamthe heat of
the sun does, that conserves all corporeal thiiogshat it is natural which they follow. But a fpdgopher acts not
what nature does; for nature where she rules, fatm&getables, animals, and minerals, in thein ogrees. Men,
do not after the same sort, by their arts makerahbthings. When nature has finished her work albioemn; then by
our art they are made more perfect. - In this matiteancient sages and philosophers, for our nmédition,
wrought on luna and mercury her true mother, ofciwtihey made the mercury of the philosophers, winigts
operation is much stronger than the natural merdtwoy this is serviceable only to the simple, petfenperfect,
hot and cold metals; but our mercury, the philogopistone, is useful to the more than perfect, ifapebodies, or
metals. Also that the sun may perfect and noutismtwithout diminution, addition, or immutation, tagy were
created or formed by nature, and so leave thenmeglecting any thing.

I will not now say, that the philosophers conjdie tree, for the better perfecting their mercusysame unskilful in
the nature of things, and unlearned chemists affivho take common sol, luna, and mercury, and s@atumally
handle them, till they vanish in smoak. These nrateavor to make the philosophers mercury, but tieser attain
it, which is the first matter of the stone, and fingt minera thereof. If you would come hither dil good, and to
the mountain of the seaven, where there is no pjain would betake yourself; from the highest, yawst look
downward to the sixth, which you will see afar d¢ff the height of this mountain, you will find ayad herb
triumphing, which some have called mineral, songeta&ble, some saturnine. But let its bones orhélkeft, and
let a pure clean broth be taken from it, so widl tetter part of your work be done. This is thétrend subtle
mercury of the philosophers, which you are to takach will make first the white work, and then ties. If you
have well understood me, both of them are nothisg, @s they term them, but the practice, whigdvisasy and
simple, that a woman sitting by her distaff mayfeerrit. As if in winter she would put her eggs end hen, and
not wash them, because eggs are put under a heouvivashing them, and no more labour is requitedibthem,
than that they should be every day turned, thatliiekens may be the better and sooner hatchedgoang the
which enough is said.

But that | may follow the example, first, wash tin¢ mercury, but take it, and with its like, whisHfire, place it in
the ashes, which is straw, and in one glass wkithe nest, without any other things in a converaggmbic, which
is the house, from whence it will come forth a &lie, which with its blood will free thee from alisdases, and
with its flesh will nourish thee, and with its feats will clothe thee, and keep thee warm frominheies of the
cold and ambient air. For this cause | have writtes present treatise, that you may search withgtieater desire,
and walk in the right way. And | have written tkimall book, this summary, that you might better poghend the
sayings and writings of the philosophers, whiclelidve you will much better understand for timestane.
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The Explication of the Hieroglyphic Figures.
Placed by me, Nicholas Flammel, Scrivener, in thar€h-yard of the Innocents, in the fourth Archtegimg by the
great gate of St. Dennis Street, and taking the avethe right hand.



THE INTRODUCTION.

Although that I, Nicholas Flammel, Notary, and abidin Paris, in this year one thousand three heshdmurscore
and nineteen, and dwelling in my house in the swéBlotaries, near unto the Chapel of St. JamekeBouchery;
although, | say, that | learned but a little Latiecause of the small means of my Parents, whicértieless were,
by them that envy me the most, accounted honegtig@eyet by the grace of God, and the intercessfdhe blessed
Saints in Paradise of both sexes, and principdl§toJames of Gallicia,

I have not wanted the understanding of the Bookh@Philosophers, and in them learned their sddmnidsecrets.
And for this cause, there shall never be any mormenty life when | remember this high good, wherepon my
knees (if the place will give me leave), or othessyiin my heart with all my affection, | shall methder thanks to
this most benign God, which never suffereth thédabii the just to beg from door to door, and deethivnot them
which wholly trust in his blessing.

Whilst, therefore, | Nicholas Flammel, Notary, aftee decease of my Parents, got my living in ottroi Writing,
by making Inventories, dressing accounts, and sugumup the expenses of Tutors and Pupils, theréntellmy
hands for the sum of two florins, a guilded Boodryold and large. It was not of Paper, nor of Rarent, as other
Books be, but was only made of delicate rindst(aseémed unto me) of tender young trees. The amfiewas of
brass, well bound, all engraven with letters, cargge figures; and for my part | think they migtelide Greek
Characters, or some-such-like ancient language Sam, | could not read them, and | know well thegre not
notes nor letters of the Latin nor of the Gauldbthem we understand a little. As for that whichaswvithin it, the
leaves of bark or rind, were engraven, and withiealste diligence written, with a point of Iron, fair and neat
Latin letters, coloured. It contained thrice-sel@aves, for so were they counted in the top ofeéhges, and always
every seventh leaf was without any writing; bustéad thereof, upon the first seventh leaf, thexge painted a Rod
and Serpents swallowing it up.

In the second seventh, a Cross where a Serpertrucified,;
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and in the last seventh there were painted Deserwijldernesses, in the midst whereof ran manyféaintains,
from whence there issued out a number of Serpehish ran up and down here and there.

Upon the first of the leaves was written in greapifal Letters of Gold: Abraham the Jew, Princége®r Levite,
Astrologer, and Philosopher, to the Nation of taes), by the Wrath of Cod dispersed among the Gaeaigjeth
Health. After this it was filled with great exedmats and curses (with this word Maranatha, whiclk oféen
repeated there) against every person that shostchisaeyes upon it if he were not Sacrificer ontsx

He that sold me this Book knew not what it was Wono more than | when | bought it; | believe itlHzeen stolen
or taken from the miserable Jews; or found hidoime part of the ancient place of their abode. Withe Book, in
the second leaf, he comforted his Nation, countglihem to fly vices, and above all, Idolatry, attimg with sweet
patience the coming of the Messias, who should wishcpll the Kings of the Earth, and should reigthvais
people in glory eternally. Without doubt this hagkh some very wise and understanding man. In treeléaf, and
in all the other writings that followed, to helhCaptive nation to pay their tributes unto the Roremperors, and



to do other things, which | will not speak of, laeight them in common words the transmutation ofaldete
painted the Vessels by the sides, and he advettised of the colours, and of all the rest, savihthe first agent,
of the which he spake not a word; but only (asdid)sn the fourth and fifth leaves entire he pe¢hit, and figured
it with very great cunning and workmanship: fohaltigh it was well and intelligibly figured and pegd, yet no
man could ever have been able to understand ibulitbeing well skilled in their Cabala, which goéthtradition,
and without having well studied their books. Therth and fifth leaves therefore, were without amiting, all full
of fair figures enlightened, or as it were enligied, for the work was very exquisite. First, henped a young men
with wings at his ankles, having in his hand a @adn rod, writhen about with two Serpents, whetetwé struck
upon a helmet which covered his head.

He seemed to my small judgment, to be the God Mgreithe Pagans: against him there came runnidglgimg

with open wings, a great old man, who upon his Hesatlan hour-glass fastened, and in his hand a (woacythe)
like Death, with the which, in terrible and furioom&nner, he would have cut off the feet of Merc@w.the other

side of the fourth leaf, he painted a fair flowertbe top of a very high mountain, which was stw#ken with the

North wind; it had the foot blue, the flowers whited red, the leaves shining like fine gold: anghcbabout it the
Dragons and Griffons of the North made their nasts abode.



On the fifth leaf there was a fair Rose-tree, flowekin the midst of a sweet Garden, climbing ugresia hollow
Oak;

at the foot whereof boiled a fountain of most whitgter, which ran head-long down into the depths,
notwithstanding it first passed among the handsfuofite people, who digged in the earth seekingitidbut
because they were blind, none of them knew it, gtxcere and there one who considered the weight.



On the last side of the fifth leaf there was a Kiwgth a great Fauchion, who made to be killedigigresence by
some Soldiers a great multitude of little Infanthose Mothers wept at the feet of the unpitifuldseis the blood of
which Infants was afterwards by other Soldiers gatl up, and put in a great vessel, wherein theaBdrthe Moon
came to bathe themselves. And because that thisrifidid represent the more part of that of theobents slain by
Herod, and that in this Book | learned the gregtest of the Art, this was one of the causes wphated in their
Church-yard these Hieroglyphic Symbols of this eescience. And thus you see that which was ifitsiefive
leaves. | will not represent unto you that whictswaitten in good and intelligible Latin in all tlither written
leaves, for God would punish me; because | shomhaneit a greater wickedness than he who (as itit§ sashed
that all the men of the World had but one head, llkeamight cut it off with one blow. Having with mimerefore,
this fair book, I did nothing else day nor night Btudy upon it, understanding very well all theeggions that it
showed, but not knowing with what Matter | shou&lylm, which made me very heavy and solitary, aned me
to fetch many a sigh. My wife Perrenella, whomvdd as myself, and had lately married, was muamésdted at
this, comforting me, and earnestly demanding ifahdd by any means deliver me from this troubleould not
possibly hold my tongue, but told her all, and skdwhis fair book, whereof at the same instantshatsaw it, she
became as much enamoured as myself, taking expkgasure to behold the fan cover, gravings, imaged,
portraits, whereof, notwithstanding she understasdttle as I; yet it was a great comfort to meatd with her, and
to entertain myself, what we should do to haverkterpretation of them. In the end | caused to &iated within
my Lodging, as naturally as | could, all the figgigend portraits of the fourth and fifth leaf, whickhowed to the
greatest Clerks in Paris, who understood thereahoe than myself: | told them they were found Baok that
taught the Philosophers' Stone, but the greatesbpthem made a mock both of me and that bleSsede,
excepting one called Master Anselme, who was aritigte in Physic, and studied hard in this Sciefteehad a
great desire to have seen my Book, and there waggan the world he would not have done for ahsigf it: but |
always told him | had it not; only I made him agardescription of the Method. He told me that fre&t portrait
represented Time, which devoured all; and that@ieg to the number of the six written leaves, ¢hemas required
the space of six years, to perfect the Stone; lagl, the said, we must turn the glass, and seetioenitore. And
when | told him that this was not painted, but ailwlyshow and teach the first agent, (as was sditkifBook) he
answered me that this decoction for six years spase as it were, a second Agent; and that ceytttiel first Agent
was there painted, which was the white and heavgrwarhich without doubt was Argent Vive, which yheould
not fix, nor cut off his feet, that is to say, takeay his volatility, save by that long decoctiarthe purest blood of
young Infants; for in that, this Argent Vive beijained with gold and Silver, was first turned witilem into an herb
like that which was there painted, and afterwabgs;orruption, into Serpents; which Serpents béiegm wholly
dried, and decocted by fire, were reduced into gaved gold, which should be the Stone. This wasctigse that
during the space of one and twenty years, | tridtbasand broulleryes, yet never with blood, fat tvas wicked



and villaneous: for | found in my Book that the IBRophers called Blood the mineral spirit whiclinishe Metals,
principally in the Sun, Moon, and Mercury, to tresembling whereof, | always tended; yet these pnégations for
the most part were more subtil than true. Not ggeherefore, in my works the signs at the timetemni in my
Book, | was always to begin again. In the end, igubst all hope of ever understanding those figuia my last
refuge | made a vow to God and St. James of Gallioidemand the interpretation of them at someésheRriest in
some Synagogue of Spain. whereupon, with the cowddterrenella, carrying with me the Extract of fictures,
having taken the Pilgrims' habit and staff, in shene fashion as you may see me without this sacte, Ar the
Church-yard in the which | put these HieroglyphiEajures, where | have also set against the walthe one and
the other side, a Procession, in which are repteddyy order all the colours of the Stone, so ag tome and go,
with this writing in French: Much pleaseth God pesion, If it be done in devotion.

Which is as it were the beginning of King Hercuhés Book, which entreateth of the colours of thengt entitled
Iris, or the Rainbow, in these termes, The prooessf the work: is very pleasant unto Nature: thécl | have put
there expressly for the great Clerks who shall vstded the Allusion. In this same fashion, | sgyut myself upon
my way; and so much | did that | arrived at Montjapd afterwards at St. James, where with greaitibevl
accomplished my vow. This done, in Leon, at myngtumet with a Merchant of Bologn, who made mewn to
a Physician, a Jew by Nation, and as then a Clmistiwelling in Leon aforesaid, who was very skiifusublime
Sciences, called Master Canches. As soon as IHmenshim the figures of my Extract, he being raeishvith
great astonishment and joy, demanded of me incamtiinif | could tell him any news of the Book fromhence
they were drawn! | answered him in Latin, (wherethasked me the question) that | hoped to have goo® news
of the Book, if anybody could decipher unto me EBmiggmas. All at that instant transported with gréator and
joy, he began to decipher unto me the beginningt®be short, he well content to learn news whieiseBook
should be, and | to hear him speak; and certaialigad heard much discourse of the Book, but, (st as of a
thing which was believed to be utterly lost, weotesd of our voyage, and from Leon we passed teyjand
from thence to Sansom, where we put ourselvesdddeome into France. Our voyage had been fortusradugh,
and all-ready since we were entered into this Kamydhe had most truly interpreted unto me the gsegiart of my
figures, where even unto the very points and prigkéound great mysteries, which seemed unto melerdu,;
when arriving at Orleans, this learned man feltexiely sick, being afflicted with excessive vonin which
remained still with him of those he had suffere&ef, and he was in such a continual fear of nsafdng him that
he could imagine nothing like unto it. And althoughias always by his side, yet would he incessardli/for me;
but, in sum, he died at the end of the seventhodi&ws sickness, by reason whereof | was much gdgeyet, as well
as | could, | caused him to be buried in the Chafctne Holy Cross at Orleans, where he yet res@tid have his
soul, for he died a good Christian. And surely,b€ not hindered by death, | will give unto thdtutch some
revenue, to cause some Masses to be said foriliewery day. He that would see the manner of myalrand the
joy of Perrenella, let him look upon us two, insti@ity of Paris, upon the door of the Chapel ofil@mes of the
Bouchery, close by the one side of my house, wiverare both painted, myself giving thanks at thes & St.
James of Gallicia, and Perrenella at the feet od@tn, whom she had so often called upon. Sostthet by the
grace of God, and the intercession of the happyhahdVirgin, and the blessed Saints James and, J&mew all
that | desired, that is to say, The first Princéplget not their first preparation, which is a thimost difficult above
all the things in the world. But in the end | hadttalso, after long errors of three years, orghleouts; during
which time 1 did nothing but study and labour, soyau may see me without this o4rch, where | hdaeea my
Processions against the two Pillars of it, underféet of St. James and St. John, praying alwagoth with my
Beads in my hand, reading attentively within a Bcarkd poysing the words of the Philosophers: atehaérds
trying and proving the divers operations, whicmbagined to myself by their only words. finally,duind that which
| desired, which | also soon knew by the strongnse@d odour thereof. Having this, | easily accdsfydd the
Mastery, for, knowing the preparation of the fikgfents, and after following my Book according te tbtter, |
could not have missed it, though | would. Then,fitet time that | made projection was upon Mercumereof |
turned half-a-pound, or thereabouts, into pureesjlisetter than that of the Mine, as | myself asdagnd made
others assay many times. This was upon a Monday 7th of January, about noon, in my house, Pdisemely
being present, in the year of the restoring of nrahkl382. And afterwards, following always my Bo&lom word
to word, | made projection of the Red Stone upenlitte quantity of Mercury, in the presence likesvisf
Perrenella only, in the same house, the five amhtieth day of April following, the same year, abfive o'clock
in the evening; which | transmuted truly into alinas much pure Cold, better assuredly than comnald, @ore
soft and more plyable. | may speak it with truthave made it three times, with the help of Petfeneho
understood it as well as |, because she helped ioparations, and without doubt, if she would hamterprised to
have done it alone, she had attained to the engenfieiction thereof. | had indeed enough when Idrazk done it,
but | found exceeding great pleasure and delighe&ing and contemplating the Admirable works diukawithin



the Vessels. To signify unto thee, then, how | hdmee it three times, thou shalt see in this Aifctihou have any
skill to know them, three furnaces, like unto thetrich serve for our operations, | was afraid a longe, that
Perrenella could not hide the extreme joy of hécifg, which | measured by mine own, and lest sheuld let fall
some word amongst her kindred of the great treasuiéch we possessed: for extreme joy takes away th
understanding, as well as great heaviness; bigdbdness of the most great God had not only fithedwith this
blessing, to give me a wife chaste and sage, ®m&s moreover, not only capable of reason, battalslo all that
was reasonable, and more discrete and secret ttaraly other women are. Above all, she was egloagdevoult,
and therefore, seeing herself without hope of caiidand now well stricken in years, she begandig, ito think of
God, and to give ourselves to the works of Merdythat time when | wrote this Commentary, in tharyene
thousand four hundred and thirteen, in the enth@fyear, after the decease of my faithful companigrich | shall
lament all the days of my life; she and | had ayefpunded, and endued with revenues, 14 Hospitahis City of
Paris, we had now built from the ground three Clapee had enriched with great gifts and good res#gen
Churches, with many reparations in their Churchyabésides that which we have done at Bologne,hwkioot
much less than that which we have done here. Ingillspeak of the good which both of us have dorgatticular
poor folks, principally to widows and poor orphamngiose names if | should tell, and how | did itsides that my
reward should be given me in this World,

| should likewise do displeasure to those goodgerswhom | pray God bless, which | would not dognything

in the World. Building, therefore, these Church@élkurch-yards and Hospitals, in this City, | resdlvayself, to
cause to be painted in the fourth Arch of the Chiyrard of the Innocents, as you enter in by thatggate in St.
Dennis-street, and taking the way on the right hémelmost true and essential marks of the Artupeler veils, and
Hieroglyphical covertures, in imitation of thoseialihare in the guilded Book of Abraham the Jew,clihhay
represent two things, according to the capacitylamterstanding of them that behold them: Firstntlysteries of
our future and undoubted Resurrection, at the ddudgment, and coming of good Jesus (whom malgétse to
have mercy upon us), a History which is well agngeb a Church-yard. And, secondly, they may sigtafthem,
who are skilled in Natural Philosophy, all the pipal and necessary operations of the Mastery. & Rigsroglyphic
figures shall serve as two ways to lead unto tlavéely life: the first and most open sense teacttiegsacred
Mysteries of our salvation; (as | will show hereaftthe other teaching every man that hath anylamédkrstanding
in the Stone the lineary way of the work; whichrigeperfected by any one, the change of evil intodgakes away
from him the root of all sin, (which is covetoussesaking him liberal, gentle, pious, religiousddearing God,
how evil soever he was before, for from thencefoda®e is continually ravished with the great grand mercy
which he hath obtained from God, and with the puofiness of his Divine and admirable works. Theeedls
reasons which have moved me to set these fornmsifigishion, and in this place, which is a Churahdy to the end
that if any man obtain this inestimable good, tagqueer this rich golden Fleece, he may think witingelf (as | did)
not to keep the talent of God digged in the Editlying Lands and possessions, which are the varfiéhis world:
but rather to work charitably towards his brethmemembering himself that he learned this secretrgst the
bones of the dead, in whose number he shall sHoetfpund; and that after this life he must rerateaccount
before a just and redoubtable Judge, who will censuen to an idle and vain word. Let him, therefevho having
well weighed my words, and well known and underdtoty figures, hath first gotten elsewhere the kralge of
the first beginnings and Agents, (for certainlyhiese Figures and Commentaries he shall not figdsep or
information thereof), perfect, to the glory of Gaolde Mastery of Hermes, remembering himself ofGheirch
Catholic, Apostolic, and Roman; and of all othewuines, Church-yards, and Hospitals; and abowef e
Church of the Innocents in this City, (in the Chus@rd whereof he shall have contemplated thege tru
demonstrations); opening bounteously his purshdmtthat are secretly poor honest people, desalatk women,
widows, and forlorn orphans. So be it.
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| have given to this Churchyard, a Charnel-houdgchvis right over against this fourth Arch, in tméddest of the
Churchyard, and against one of the Pillars of @harnel house, | have made be drawn with a codlgamssly
painted, a man all black, which looks straight upmese Hieroglyphics, about whom there is writiefiench: It
voy merveile done moult le m'esbahi; that is, | aewarvel, whereat | am much amazed: This, asthise plates of
Iron and Copper gilt, on the East, West, and Sofithe Arch, where these Hieroglyphics are, inrthiddest of the
Churchyard representing the holy Passion and Restion of the Son of God this ought not to be otliss
interpreted, than according to the common Theoldgiense, saving that this black man, may as wedlaim it a
wonder of God in the transmutation of Metals, whigfigured in these Hieroglyphics, which he seiatitvely looks
upon, as to see buried so many bodies, which skalhgain out of their Tombs at the fearful dayudgement. On
the other part | do not think it needful to intexpin a Theological sense that vessel of Eartthenright hand of
these figures, within the which there is a Penlaktorn, or rather vessel of Phylosophy, if thoketaway the
strings, and join the Pen to the Inkhorne: noratheer two like it, which are on the two sides o flgures of Saint
Peter, and Saint Paul, within one of the whichrahg an N. which signifieth Nicholas, and withiretother an F.
which signifieth Flammel. For these vessels signifthing else, but that in the like of them, | halome the
Maistery three times. Moreover, he that will alsdiéve that | have put these vessels in form ot&dans to
represent this Pen and Inkhorn, and the capit&riebf my name, let him believe it if he will, laese both these
interpretations are true.
Neither must you interpret in a Theological setmse writing which followeth, in these terms, NICHA%
FLAMEL ET PERRENELLE SA FEMME, that is, Nicholasgfhmel, and Perrenelle his wife, in as much as that
signifieth nothing, but that | and my wife have givthat Arch.
As to the third, fourth, and fifth Tables followingy the sides whereof is written, COMMENT LES INRENTS
FVRENTOCCIS PAR LE COMMANDEMENT DV ROY HERODES, this How the Innocents were killed by the
commandment of King Herod. The theological senseeis enough understood by the writing, we musiy@geak
of the rest, which is above.
The two Dragons united together to one within ttheen of colour black and blue, in a field sablgttis to say,
black, whereof the one hath the wings gilded, &wedother hath none at all, are the sins which alyuare
enserchayned, for the one hath his original arti iom another: Of them some may be easily chasetd/, as
they come easily, for they fly towards us everyrmhand those which have no wings can never be dreasay,
such as is the sin against the holy Ghost. The @&bidh is in the wings signifieth that the greatesit of sins
commeth from the unholy hunger after gold; whictkesaso many people diligently to harken from whethes
may have it: and the colour black and blue showmehthese are the desires that come out of thepilsrof hell,
which we ought wholly to fly from. These two Dragomay also morely represent unto us the LegiomvibEpirits
which are always about us, and which will accuséafore the just judge, at the fearful day of &mdgnt, which
do ask nor seek nothing else but to sist us.
The man and the woman which are next them, of anga& colour, upon a field azure and blue, sigiift tnen and
women ought not to have their hope in this Wontd,the orange colour intimates dispair, or thergtgo of hope,
as here; and the colour azure and blue, upon tteegainted, shows us that we must think of heaviihgs to
come, and say as the roule of the man doth, HOM®IZ&E ADIVICIVM DEI, that is, Man must come to the
judgement of God may show mercy unto us.
Next after this in a field of Syneple, that is greare painted two men and one woman rising agditie which
one comes out of a Sepulchre, the other two otlieoEarth, all three of colour exceeding white patk, lifting
their hands towards their eyes, and their eyesridsMdeaven on high: Above these three bodies tireréwo
Angels sounding musical Instruments; as if they teltbd these dead to the day of Judgement; farthese two
Angels is the figure of our Lord Jesus Christ, imadcthe world in his hand, upon whose head an Asgtiéth a
Crown, assisted by two others, which say in thailes, O pater Omnipotens, o'jesu bone, that Bater
Almighty, O'good Jesu. On the right side of thigiSar is painted St. Paul, clothed with white & lpe¥, with a
Sword, at whose feet there is a man clothed invengaf orange colour, in which there appeared pleafslds of
black and white, (which picture resembleth me wlife) and demandeth pardon of his sins, holdiscghands
joined together, from between which proceed thes@lsvwritten in a roule, DE LE MALA QVE FECI, thitto
say, Blot out the evils that | have done.
On the other side on the left hand, is Saint Rettér his Key, clothed in reddish yellow, holdingshhand upon a
woman clad in a gown of orange colour, which ishenknees, representing to the life Perrenelleclvhbldeth her
hands joined together, having a roule where igewjtCHRISTE PRECOR ESTO PIVS, that is, Christddaeh
thee be pitiful: Behind whom there is an Angel @& Kknees, with a roule, that saith, SALVE DOMINE
ANGELORVM, that is, All hail thou Lord of Angels.Here is also another Angel on his knees, behindinmage,
on the same side that St. Paul is on, which likewisldeth a roule, saying, O REX SEMPITERNE, that King



everlasting. All this is so clear, according to éxlication of the Resurrection and future judgetnthat it may
easily be fitted thereto. So it seems this Arch natspainted for any other purpose, but to repretes: And
therefore we need not stay any longer upon it,idenisig that the least and most ignorant, may wetiw how to
give this interpretation.

Next after the three that are rising again, cone Angels more of an Orange colour upon a blue figdging in the
roules, SVRGITE MORTVIVENITE AD IVDICIVM DOMINI MEI, that is, Arise you dead, come to the
Judgement of my Lord. This also serves to the pm&gation of the Resurrection: As also the lasuFgg following,
which are, A man red vermillion, upon a field ofolét colour, who holdeth the foot of a winged Lipajnted of
red vermillion also, opening his throat, as it werelevour the man : For one may say that thisesHigure of an
unhappy sinner, who sleeping in a Lethargy of bisuption and vices, dieth without repentance antfession;
who without doubt in this terrible Day shall beideted to the Devil, here painted in form of a redring Lion,
which will swallow and devour him.
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| desire with all my heart that he who searchethsbcrets of the Sages, having in his Spirit pasgedthese Ideas

of the life and resurrection to come, should fingtke his profit of them : And in the second plabat he be more
advised than before, that he sound and searcletitb df my Figures, colours, and rowles; principall my

rowles, because that in this Art they speak noganly. Afterward let him ask of himself why the Eig of Saint
Paul is on the right hand, in the place where tlgtam is to paint S. Peter? And on the other $idedf Saint Peter,
in the place of the figure of Saint Paul? Why tliguFe of Saint Paul is clothed in colours white getlow, and that

of S. Peter in yellow and red?

Why also the man and the woman which are at theofetbese two Saints praying to God, as if it war¢he Day of
Judgement, are apparelled in divers colours andaicd, or else nothing but bones, like them tratiaing again?
Why in this Day of Judgement they have painted & and this woman at the feet of the Saints2heyrought
to have been more low on earth, and not in heaven.
Why also the two Angels in Orange colour, which setheir rowles, SVRGITE MORTVI, VENITE AD
IVDICIVM DOMINI MELI, that is Arise you dead, comento the Judgement of my Lord, are clad in this egland
out of their place, for they ought to be on high@aven, with the two other which play upon theérlmeents? Why
they have a field Violet and blue? But principadlity their roule, which speaks to the dead, endkéaropen throat
of the red and flying Lion?
| would then that after these, and many other questvhich may justly be made, opening wide thesefenis
spirit, he come to conclude, that all this, notihg\been done without cause, there must be repgexsender this
bark, some great secrets, which he ought to praytGdiscover unto him. Having then brought higdidly
degrees to this pass wish also that he would fultbkeve, that these figures and explicationsnatemade for them
that have never seen the Books of the Philosopaedsyho not knowing the Metallic principles, cahbe named
Children of this Science; for if they think to umsiand perfectly these figures, being ignoranhefftrst Agent,
they will undoubtedly deceive themselves, and néeesble to know any thing at all.
Let no man therefore blame me, if he do not easilyerstand me, for he will be more blame-worthyitha
inasmuch as not being initiated into these sacnedsacret interpretations of the first Agent, (whis the key
opening the gates of all Sciences) he would nostatiding, comprehend the most subtile conceptibtteo
envious Philosophers, which are not written butfiem who already know these principles, whichreeeer found
in any book, because they leave them unto God,retealeth them to whom he please, or else causeih to be
taught by the living voice of a Maister, by Cabtdial tradition, which happeneth very seldom.
Now then, my Son, let me so call thee, both bechase now come to a great age, and also for thatay be, thou
art otherwise a child of this knowledge, (God erahke to learn, and after to work to his glory@akken unto me
then attentively, but pass no further if thou beoigant of the foresaid Principles.
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This Vessel of earth, in this form, is called bg ®hilosophers, their triple Vessel, for withithére is in the
middest a Stage, or a floor, and upon that a dighplatter full of lukewarm ashes, within whichsist the
Philosophical Egg, that is, a vial of glass fullooinfections of Art (as of the feumme of the red, sad the fat of
the mercurial wind) which thou see painted in farha Penner and Inkehorn. Now this Vessel of eiartpen
above to put in the dish and the vial, under wiiighhe open gate, is put in the Philosophical fiethou knowest.
So thou hast three vessels; and the threefold lv83®eenvious have called an Athanor, a fiue, dBaneum
Marie, a Furnace, a Sphere, the greene Lion, amreégrave, a urinal, a phioll, and a Bolts-hehdhyself in my
Summary or Abridgement of Philosophy, which | cosgx four years and two months past, in the eneédfier

named it the house and habitation of the Poulet tla@ ashes of the Platter, the chaffe of the Roule
The common name is an Oven, which | should nevee faund, if Abraham the Jew had not painted getber
with the fire proportionable, wherein consists aagrpart of the secret. For it is as it were tHi/ber the womb,
containing the true natural heat to animate oungadkling : If this fire be not measured Clibanicakgith Calid the
Persian, son of lasichus; If it be kindled withweosd, saith Pithagoras; If thou fire thy Vesseltls#orien, and
maketh it feel the heat of the fire, it will givieee a box on the care, and burn his flowers befayg be risen from
the depth of his Marrow, making them come out rather than white, and then thy work is spoiled ako if thou
make too little fire, for then thou shalt never #amend, because of the coldness of the natutéshwhall not have
had motion sufficient to digest them together.
The heat then of thy fire in this vessel, shall&®&saith Hermes and Rofinus) according to the &t rather, as
saith Diomedes, according to the heat of a Birdciwbegins to fly so softly from the sign of Arissthat of Cancer
: for know that the Infant at the beginning is fodicold phlegm and of milk, and that too vehentesdt is an enemy
of the cold and moisture of our Embrion, and thattivo enemies, that is to say, our two element®lof and heat
will never perfectly embrace one another, but tieliand little, having first long dwelt togethér,the middest of
the temperate heat of their bath, and being chabgéaing decoction, into Sulphur incombustible.
Govern therefore sweetly with equality and proportithy proud and haughty natures, for fear lettafi favour
one more than another, they which naturally arenée® do grow angry against thee through jealoasg,dry
Choller, and make thee sigh for it a long timerafBesides this, thou must entertain them in thisgerate heat
perpetually, that is to say, night and day un#é time that Winter, the time of the moisture of thatters, be passed;
because they make their peace, and join handsng beated together, whereas should these naiaces f
themselves but one only half hour without fire theould become for ever irreconcilable.
See therefore the reason why it is said in the Bifdke seventy precepts: Look that their heatiooet
indefatigably without ceasing, and that none oirttlays be forgotten. And Rafis, the haste, saiththat brings
with it too much fire, is always followed by theuil, and Error. When the golden Bird, saith Dioe&dshall
become just to Cancer, and that from thence it stialtoward Libra, then thou mayst augment the &ittle. And




in like manner, when this faire Bird, shall fly froLibra towards Capricorn, which is the desiredukan, the time
of harvest, and of the fruits that are now ripe.
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CHAPTER Il
The two Dragons of colour yellowish, blue, and kléke the field.
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Look well upon these two Dragons, for they aretthe principles or beginnings of this Philosophyjieth the
Sages have not dared to show to their own Childdenwhich is undermost, without wings, he is thed, or the
male; that which is uppermost, is the volatiletter female, black and obscure, which goes aboggtthe

domination for many months. The first is called@uwir, or heat and dryness, and the latter Arges, \ar cold and
moisture. These are the Sun and Moon of the Maksource, and sulphurous original, which by cardlrfire are

adorned with royal habiliments, that being unitaa afterward changed into a quintessence, theyowergome

every thing Metallic, how solid hard and stronggwer it be.

These are the Serpents and Dragons which the amkfigyyptians have painted in a Circle, the heauhdithe tail,
to signify that they proceeded from one and theestlrimg, and that it alone was sufficient, and thahe turning
and circulation thereof, it made it self perfe@hese are the Dragons which the ancient Poetsfamesd did
without sleeping keep & watch the golden Appleshef Gardens of the Virgins Hesperides. These areupon
whom Jason in his adventure for the Golden Flegoered the broth or liquor prepared by the fair Eedof the
discourse of whom the Books of the Philosophersarill, that there is no philosopher that eveswait he hath
written of it, from the time of the truth-tellingehmes Trismegistus, Orpheus, Morienus, and the éahewing,
even unto myself.
These are the two Serpents, given and sent by {ilmad s, the nature Metallic) the which the strdtercules, that
is to say, the sage and wise man must stranglis icradle, that is, overcome and kill them, to mtdem putrify,
corrupt, and ingender, at the beginning of his watkese are the two Serpents, wrapped and twistetrabout
the Caduceus or rod of Mercury, with the which kereiseth his great power, and transformeth hineslie
lifteth. He, saith Haly, that shall kill the ondyadl also kill the other, because the one canmatlalit with his
brother.
These two then, (which Auicen calleth the Corasdstod and the Armenian dog) these two | say, beung
together in the vessel of the Sepulcher, do biteaother cruelly, and by their great poison, amebfis rage, they
never leave one another, from the moment thatllaeg seized on one another (if the cold hinder thethtill both
of them by their slavering venom, and mortal huatisof a goare bloud, over all the parts of thmidies; and



finally, killing one another, be stewed in theioper venom, which after their death, changeth tmanliving and
permanent water; before which time, they looséairtcorruption and putrifaction, their first naauforms, to take
afterwards one only new, more noble, and bettenfdrthese are the two Spermes, masculine and feginin
described at the beginning of my Abridgment of &ulphy, which are engendred (say Rafis, Auicen Adrdham
the Jew) within the Reynes, and entrails, and efojerations of the four Elements.

These are the radical moisture of metals, SulphdrAggent Vive not vulgar, and such as are solthlbyMerchants
and Apothecaries, but those which give us thoseféiv@and dear bodies which we love so much. Tiese
spermes, saith Democritus, are not found upondht ef the living: The same, saith Auicen, butleeth, that
they gather them from the dung, ordure, and roieiéthe Sun and Moon. O happy are they that Kmowto
gather them; for of them they afterwards makeazlei which hath power over all griefs, maladiesr@ns,
infirmities, and weaknesses, and which fightettsgpaintly against death, lengthening the life, adogrtb the
permission of God, even to the time determinednphing over the miseries of this world, and fiflia man with
the riches thereof.

Of these two Dragons or Principles Metallic, | haadd in my fore-alledged Summary, that the Enerayld/by his
heat inflame his enemy, and that then if they taieheed, they should see in the air a venomous fmd a
stinking, work in flame, and in poison, than thee@mmed head of a Serpent, and Babylonian Dragos c@use
why | have painted these two spermes in the forDrafjons, is because their stench is exceeding, gnec like the
stench of them, and the exhalations which arishimihe glass, are dark, black, blue, and yelloWli&le as these
two Dragons are painted) the force of which, anthefbodies dissolved, is so venomous, that theye is not in
the world a ranker poison; for it is able by thecevand stench thereof, to mortify and kill evenythliving. The
Philosopher never feels this stench, if he bredkhmovessels, but only he judgeth it to be sugtthle sight, and the
changing of colours, proceeding from the rottenmddss confections.

These colours then signify the putrifaction andegation which is given us, by the biting and diggoh of our
perfect bodies, which dissolution proceedeth fromemal heat adding, and from the Pontique fieissnand
admirable sharp vertue of the poison of our Mercufyich maketh and resolveth into a pure cloud, ianto
impalpable powder, all that which it finds to resisSo the heat working upon and against theceddimetallic,
viscous, or oily moisture, ingendereth upon thgexttbblackness. For at the same time the Mattdissolved, is
corrupted, groweth black, and conceiveth to ingenfde all corruption is generation, and thereforgght blackness
to be much disired; for that is the black sail vitik which the Ship of Theseus came back victoriora Crete,
which was the cause of the death of his Fathemsst this father die, to the intent, that from éishes of this
Phoenix another may spring, and that the son mairiop

Assuredly he that seeth not this blackness atelgahing of his operations, during the days of$hene; what other
colour soever he see, he shall altogether fatiénMaistery, and can do no more with that Chaashéoworks not
well, if he putrify not; because if he do not pfytrihe doeth not corrupt, nor ingender, and by egnsnce, the
Stone cannot take vegetative life to increase amitipty.

And in all truth, | tell thee again, that thouglothwork upon the true matter, if at the beginnadtgr thou hast put
they Confections in the Philosophers Egg, that isaty, sometime after the fire have stirred thepifupen, | say,
thou seest not this head of the Crow, the bladk@blackest black, thou must begin again, for fénist is
irreparable, and not to be amended; especiallptiamge colour, or half red, is to be feared, fatithe beginning
thou see that in thine Egg, without doubt, thownlest, or hast burnt the verdure and juelinessyoStbhne.

The colour which thou must have, ought to be itiperfected in Blackness, like to that of thesad@ms in the
space of forty days: Let them therefore which shatlhave these essential marks, retire themsbkt@ses from
their operations, that they may redeem themseheoes &ssured loss. Know also, and note it well, itlhéis Art it

is but nothing to have this blackness, there ifingtmore easy to come by: for from almost all gsiin the world,
mixed with moisture, thou mayest have a blackngatié fire: but thou must have a blackness whighe®from
the perfect Metallic bodies, which lasts a longcgpaf time, and is not destroyed in less than ffinamths, after the
which followeth immediately the desired whitend§ghou hast this, thou hast enough, but not adl fér the colour
blueish and yellowish, that signifieth that Solatiand Putrefaction is not yet finished, and thatdblours of our
Mercury are not as yet well mingled, and rotterhwtite rest. Then this blackness, and these coltaash plainly,
that in this beginning the matter, and compoundrizetp rot and dissolve into powder, less thanAtems of the
Sun, the which afterwards are changed into coaomanent.

And this dissolution is by the envious Philosopteated Death, Destruction, and Perdition, bec#liaethe natures
change their form, and from hence are proceededbsty Allegories of dead men, tombs and sepulcldtdsers
have called it Calcinatin, Denudation, Separatinituration, and Assation, because the Confectiwashanged
and reduced into most small pieces and parts. ®tiare called it Reduction into the first mattegllMication,
Extraction, Commixtion, Liquefaction, ConversionElements, Subtiliation, Division, Humation, Impat&n, and



Distiliation, because that the Confections are eaglbrought back into seed, softened, and ciralilatthin the
glass.

Others have called it Xir, or Iris, PutrefactioBqrruption, Cymmerian darkness, a gulf, Hell, DragdGeneration,
Ingression, Submersion, Completion, Conjunctiom, Binpregnation, because that the matter is bladkaaterish,
and that the natures are prefectly mingled, and ok of another. For when the heat of the Sun ethrigpon
them, they are changed, first into powder, or fat glutinous water, which feeling the heat, flyethhigh to the
poulets head, with the smoke, that is to say, thighwind and air; for thence this water melted, dralvn out of the
confections, goeth down again, and in descendidgoeth, and resolveth, as much as it can, thefdse
Aromatical confections, always doing so, until thieole be like a black broth somewhat fat. Now yea w/hy they
call this sublimation and volatization, becausdyith on high, and Ascension and Descension, kecaunounteth
and descendeth within the glass.

A while after, the water beginneth to thicken andgulate somewhat more, growing very black, likeypitch, and
finally comes the body and earth, which the envioage called Terra Foetida, that is, stinking eddhthen
because of the perfect putrefaction, which is agrabas any other can be, this earth stinks, aresg smell like
the odour of graves filled with rottenness, anchvaibdies as yet charged with their natural moisfuhés earth was
by Hermes called Terra foliata, or the Earth of/ées yet his true and proper name is Leton, whiaktrafterward
be whitened. The Ancient Sages that were Caballiate described it in their Metamorphoses, undeHistory of
the Serpent of Mars, which had devoured the congpanf Cadmus, who slew him, piercing him with laisce
against a hollow Oak. Note this Oak.
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CHAPTER IV
Of the man and the woman clothed in a gown of Cearwdour upon a field azure and blue, and of treirles.
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The man painted here doth expressly resemble nigstiE natural, as the woman doth lively figurer®eelle. The
cause why we are painted to the life, is not paldicto this purpose for it needed but to repreaamile and a
female, to the which our two particular resemblawes not necessarily required, but it pleased #ieté to put us
there, just as he hath done higher in this Arcithafeet of the Figure of Saint Paul and SaineReiccording to
that we were in our youth; as he hath likewise dar@her places, as over the door of the Chap8laaft James in
the Bouchery near to my house (although that fisrl#st there is a particular cause) as also dvedbor of Saincte
Geneviesue des Ardans, where thou mayst see mad then to be painted here two bodies, one ofla,Mad
another of a Female, to teach thee that in thisrekoperation, thou hast truely, but yet not pelfetwo natures



conjoined and married together, the Masculine Aed=eminine, or rather the four Elements; andttieafour
natural enemies, the hot and cold, dry and mogsjirbto approach amiably one towards another, gmddans of
the Mediators and Peace-makers, lay down by é&tti little, the ancient enmity of the old Chaos.
Thou knowest well enough who these Mediators arat&enakers are, between the hot and the cold ithere
moisture, for he is kinsman and allied to them btathot by his heat, and to cold by his moistdyed this is the
reason, why to begin to make this peace, thoudieestdy in the precedent operation, convertedchalcbnfections
into water by dissolution. And afterward thou hastde to coagulate the water, which is turned ini® Earth,
black of the black most black, wholly to accomplils peace; for the Earth, which is cold and éinding himself
of kindred and alliance with the dry and moist, ethare enemies, will wholly appease and accord them
Doest thou not then consider a most perfect mixdfial the four Elements, having first turned themwater, and
now into Earth? | will also teach thee hereafterather conversions, into air when it shall beaddite, and into fire,
when it shall be of a most perfect purple. Theruthast here two natures married together, wheheobhe hath
conceived by the other, and by this conceptios ftiined into the body of the Male, and the Mate that of the
Female; that is to say, they are made one only betich is the Androgyne or hermaphrodite of thecignts,
which they have also called otherwise the heati®fdrow, or natures converted.
In this fashion | paint them here, because thotithas natures reconciled, which (if they be guided governed
wisely) can form an Embrion in the womb of the \&sand afterwards bring forth a most puissant Kingincible
and incorruptible, because it will be an admirahlentessence. Thus thou seest the principal antd measssary
reason of this representation: The second causehwghalso well to be noted, was because | musecéssity paint
two bodies, because in this operation it behovehthou divide that which hath been coagulatedjie
afterwards nourishment, which is milk of life, teetlittle Infant when it is born, which is enduédg,the living God,
with a vegetable soul.
This is a secret most admirable and secret, whickvént of understanding, it hath made fools offadise that have
sought it without finding it, and hath made evergmwise that beholds it with the eyes of his baulyof his spirit.
Thou must then make two parts and portions of@aagulated body, the one of which shall serve footh, to
wash and cleanse the other, which is called Lewbich must be whitened: He which is washed is thgént
Python, which, having taken his being from the @gption of the slime of the Earth gathered togethethe waters
of the deluge, when all the confections were waterst be killed and overcome by the arrows of thd Gpollo,
by the yellow Sun, that is to say, by our fire, @do that of the Sun.
He which washeth, or rather the washings which rhastontinued with the other moity; these are ¢le¢ht of that
Serpent, which the sage workman, the valiant Treseill sow in the same Earth, from whence themd "pring
up armed Soldiers, which shall in the end discothBimselves, suffering themselves by oppositioms$olve into
the same nature of the Earth, and the workmando doway his deserved conquests.
It is of this that the Philosophers have writteroften, and so often repeated it. It dissolvedfjtgéecongeals itself,
it makes itself black, it makes itself white, itl&iitself, and it quickens itself. | have madeitHield be painted
azure and blue, to show that | do but now begigetoout from the most black blackness, for the@zund blue is
one of the first colours, that the dark woman letsee, that is to say, moisture giving placetla lib heat and
dryness: The man and woman are almost all oranigetsal, to show that our Bodies, or our body whtod wise
men here call Rebis, hath not as yet digestiongmand that the moisture from whence comes the e and
azure, is but half vanquished by the dryness.
For when dryness bears rule, all will be white, an it fighteth with, or is equal to the moistua# will be in
part according to these present colours. The esviave also called these confections in this ojperalummus,
Ethelia, Arena, Boritis, Corfufle, Cambar, AlbarsaDuenech, Randeric, Kukul, Thabricis, Ebiseméxih, &c
which they have commanded to make white.
The woman hath a white circle in form of a rowlemd about her body, to show thee that Rebis wiité&
become white in that very fashion, beginning fasthe extremities, round about this white cir8eala
Phylosophoru, that is the Book entitled The Phipdsays Ladder, saith thus: The figure of the fiestfect whiteness
is the manifestation of a certain little circletdir, that is passing over the head, which willegopon the sides of
the vessels round about the matter, in a kindaéine or yellowish colour.
There is written in their Rowles, Home veniet adigium Dei, that is, Man shall come to the judget@rGod :
Vere (saith the woman) illa dies terribilis erhiat is, Truly that will be a terrible day. These apt passages of holy
Scripture, but only sayings which speak accordinthé Theological sense, of the judgement to cdinave put
them there to serve myself of them towards him, e&olds only the gross outward and most naturtdice,
taking the interpretation thereof to concern ohly Resurrection, and also it may serve for themgatnering
together the Parables of the Science, take to therayes of Lynceus, to pierce deeper then thblgisbjects.
There is then, Man shall come to the judgementaaf:&ertainly that day shall be terrible. Thatssfd should



have said; It behoves that this come to the cadbperfection, to be judged and cleansed fromialblackness and
filth, and to be spiritualized and whitened. Surtigt day will be terrible, yet certainly, as ydwah find in the
Allegory of Aristeau, Horror holds us in prison the space of four-score days, in the darknesseofviters, in the
extreme heat of the Summer, and in the troubléseoSea. All which things ought first to pass befour King can
become white, coming from death to life, to overecaifterwards all his enemies.

To make thee understand yet somewhat better thifidstion, which is harder and more difficult thal the rest,
for till that time thou mayest err at every stept afterwards thou canst not, except thou breakiéisgels, | have
also made for thee this Table following.
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CHAPTER V
The figure of a man, like that of Saint Paul, ckmttwith a robe white and yellow, bordered with gdididing a
naked sword, having at his feet a man on his kreted,in a robe of orange colour, black and whitgding a roule.

Mark well this man in the form of Saint Paul, clethin a robe entirely of a yellowish white. If thoonsider him
well, he turns his body in such a posture, as stibatshe would take the naked Sword, either tméfuthe head, or
to do some other thing, to that man which is orkhises at his feet, clothed in a robe of orangewowhite and
black, which saith in his roule, DE LE MALA QVAE KH, that is, Blot out all the evil which | have daras if he
should say, TOLLE NIGREDINEM, Take away from me bigckness; A term of Art: for Evil signifieth ineh
Allegory blackness, as it is often found in Turbda/lBsophorum: Seeth it until it come to blacknesgsich will be
thought Evil. But wouldest thou know what is mebpthis man, that taketh the Sword? It signifiest thhou must
cut off the head of the Crow, that is to say, @ than clothed in divers Colours, which is on hisds
| have taken this portrait and figure out of Herrmieismagistus, in his Book of the Secret Art, whieeesaith, Take
away the head of this black man, cut off the hdati@Crow, that is to say, Whiten our black. Lapiisg, that
noble German, hath also used it in the CommentianysdHieroglyphics, saying, In this wood therai8east all
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covered with black, if any man cut off his headwikk loose his blackness and put on a most whitewr. Will you
understand what that is? The blackness is calleti¢tad of the Crow, the which being taken awathetnstant
comes the white colour: Then that is to say, wienGloud appears no more, this body is said toitfeut a head.
These are his proper words. In the same sensaties $iave also said in other places, Take the Mip&h is
called De rexa, cut off his head, &c. that is tg,dake away from him his blackness. They have atsal this
Periphrasis when to signify the multiplication bétStone, they have fained a Serpent Hydra, whefewmfe cut off
one head, there will spring in the place thereof fer the stone augments tenfold, every time theay cut off this
head of the Crow, that they make it black, andrafeds white, that is to say, that they dissohanigéw, and
afterward coagulate it again.

Mark how this naked Sword is wreathed about wilttezk girdle, and that the ends thereof are natreathed at
all. This naked shining Sword is the stone forwinite, or the white stone, so often by the Phil¢wop described
under this form. To come then to this perfect grarlding whiteness, thou must understand the wieggtof this
black girdle, and follow that which they teach, ais the quantity of the imbibitions. The two emdsich are not
wreathed about at all, represent the beginningla@ending: for the beginning it teacheth that yaust inbibe it at
the first time gently and scarcely, giving it theetittle milk, as to a little Child newborn, to ti@ent that Ifir, as the
Authors say, be not drowned: The like must we dih@tend, when we see that our King is full, anlll dve no
more. The middle of these operations is paintethbyfive whole wreathes, or rounds, of the blacKlgi at what
time, (because our Salamander lives of the fird,iarthe middest of the fire, and indeed is a fmed an Argent
vive, or quicksilver, that runs in the middest loé ffire fearing nothing), thou must give him abumttig in such sort
that the Virgins Milk compass all the matter rowimbut.

| have made to be painted black all these wreathgumds of the girdle, because these are the itidnb, and by
consequence, blacknesses: for the fire with thestmi@ (as it hath been often said) causeth blaskiesl as these
five whole wreathes or rounds show that you mughdgofive times wholly, so likewise they let yondw that you
must do this in five whole months, a month to everlgibition: See here the reason why Haly Abenragé, the
Coction or boiling of the things is done in threwrds fifty days: It is true that if thou count tledgtle imbibitions at
the beginning and at the end, there are seven.&\pen one of the most envious hath said, Our hetdwdCrow is
leprous, and therefore he that would cleanse imbst make it go down seven times into the Riveegéneration
of Jordan, as the Prophet commanded the leprousnétathe Syrian.

Comprehending herein the beginning, which is b tfw days, the middle, and the end, which is aésg short. |
have then given thee this table, to tell thee tiali must whiten my body, which is upon the kneesl demandeth
no other thing: for Nature always tends to pertettivhich thou shalt accomplish by the appositibWiogins milk,
and by the decoction of the matters which thoutshake with this milk, which being dried upon tbisdy, will
colour it into this same white yellow, which he wiadkes the Sword, is clothed withall, in which agithou must
make they Corfufle to come. The vestments of theré of Saint Paul are bordered largely with a goldnd red
citrine colour.

Oh my Son, praise God, if ever thou seest thisnéar hast thou obtained mercy from Heaven; Imbiltleen, and
teine it till such time as the little Infant be dgrans strong, to combat against the water anfirthen
accomplishing the which, thou shalt do that whidmagoras, Senior, and Haly have called, The puttirige
Mother into the Infants belly, which Infant the NMet had but lately brought forth; for they call tiether the
Mercury of Philosophers, wherewith they make tivainibitions and fermentations, and the Infant thelf the
Body, to teine or colour the which this Mercurygisne out. Therefore | have given thee these twardig} to signify
the Albifications, for in this place it is that thhdhast need of great help, for here all the Warlddceived.

This operation is indeed a Labyrinth, for here ¢hgresent themselves a thousand ways at the sataatirbesides
that, thou must go to the end of it, directly cangrto the beginning, in coagulating that whichdvefthou
dissolvedst, and in making earth that which betboei madest water. When thou hast made it whie Hast thou
overcome the enchanted Bulls that cast fire andkeroat of their nostrils. Hercules hath cleansedstiable full of
ordure, of rottenness, and of blackness. Jasonpluathed the decoction or broth upon the DragorSalthos, and
thou hast in thy power the horn of Amalthea whialthpugh it be white) may fill thee all the resttby life with
glory, honour, and riches. To have the which, thHaehoved thee to fight valiantly, and in manrfesiroHercules,
for this Achelous, this moist river, is indewed kvé most mighty force, besides that he often tignsds himself
from one form to another. Thus hast thou donebaltause the rest is without difficulty.

These transfigurations are particularly descrilvettheé Book of the Seven Egyptian Seals, wheresiaid (as also by
all Authors) that the Stone, before it will whoflyrsake his blackness, and become white in thedagf a most
shining marble, and of a naked flaming sword, pilt on all the colours that thou canst possiblygme, often will
it melt, and often coagulate itself, and amidsséhdivers and contrary operations (which the védxetsoul which
is in it makes it perform at one and the same tiine)ll grow Citrine, green, red (but not of a érwed) it will



become yellow, blue, and orange colour, until treihg wholly overcome by dryness and heat, alldhiefinite
colours will end in this admirable Citrine whitesesf the colour of Saint Pauls garments, whica ghort time will
become like the colour of the naked sword; aftedsdry the means of a more strong and long decoittiaifi take
in the end a red Citrine colour, and afterwardpbgect red of the vermillion, where it will repoiself forever.

| will not forget, by the way, to advertise theleatt the milk of the Moon, is not as the Virgins kmiif the Sun; think
then that the inbibitions of whiteness, require@erwhite milk than those of a golden rednessirfahis passage |
had thought | should have missed, and so | had oholeed had it not been for Abraham the Jew; fisr ason |
have made to be painted for thee the Figure wiaikéth the naked sword, in the colour which is nemgsfor thee,
for it is the Figure of that which whiteneth.
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CHAPTER VI
Upon a green field, three resuscitants, or whisé @gain, two men and one woman, altogether white: Angels
beneath, and over the Angels the figure of our@avioming to judge the world, clothed with a raftgch is
perfectly Citrine white.



keep this colour longer than any other after tlaell This greenness shows particularly that oun&Stath a
vegetable soul, and that by the Industry of Ai$ iturned into a true and pure tree, to bud abutgand
afterwards to bring forth infinite little sprigs @tranches. O happy green (saith the Rosary) wioelst produce all
things, without thee nothing can increase, vegetatemultiply. The three folk rising again, clothm sparkling
white, represent the body, soul, and Spirit of white Stone.

The philosophers do ordinarily use these termsrbtdhide the secret from evil men. They call Buy that black
earth, obscure and dark, which we make white: Tdadiythe Soul the other half divided from the Bodich by
the will of God, and power of nature, gives to tioely by his inbibitions and fermentations a vegketabul, that is
to say, power and vertue to bud, encrease, muliigt to become white, as a naked shining sworey Thll the
Spirit, the tincture & dryness, which as a Spidtthpower to pierce all Metallic things. | shoulel oo tedious, if |



should show thee how good reason they had to sayaland in all places, Our Stone hath semblablyrt@an, a
Body, Soul, and Spirit. | would only that thou natell, that as a man indued with a Body, Soul apilitSis
notwithstanding but one, so likewise thou hast batvone only white confection, in the which nevetéiss there
are a Body, a Soul, and a Spirit, which are insgggrunited.

| could easily give very clear comparisons and sifums of this Body, Soul, and Spirit; but to expte them, |
must of necessity speak things which God resenvesvieal unto them that fear and love him, and eguently
ought not to be written. | have then made to batpdihere, a Body, a Soul, and a Spirit, all wtateif they were
rising again, to show thee, that the Sun and MawhMercury are raised again in this operation, ihé&b say, are
made Elements of air, and whitened: for we havetbésre called the blackness, Death; and so cantirthe
Metaphor, we may call Whiteness, Life; which commeot, but with, and by a Resurrection. The Bodystow
this more plainly, | have made to be painted Igtup the stone of his tomb, wherein it was inclogéw Soul,
because it cannot be put into the earth, it corésut of a tomb, but only | have made it be palrdemongst the
tombs, seeking its body, in form of a woman, havieg hair dischevelled; The Spirit which likewissnaot be put
in a grave, | have made to be painted in fashice m&n coming out of the earth, not from a TomkeyTére all
white; so the blackness, that is death, is vangdisand they being whitened, are from henceforwarorruptible.
Now lift up thine eyes on high, and see our Kingawy, crowned and raised again, which hath overcDeegh,
the darknesses, and moistures; behold him in tme fcherein our Saviour shall come, who shall etiéynaite
unto him all pure and clean souls, and will driveag all impurity and uncleanness, as being unwotthye united
to his divine Bidy. So by comparison (but first exkleave of the Catholic, Apostolic, and Roman €huto speak
in this manner, and praying every debonaire sopktonit me to use this similitude) see here outtevBiilir,
which from henceforward will inseparably unite uhimself every pure metallic nature, changing b ihis own
most fine silvery nature, rejecting all that is ume, strange, and Heterogeneal, or of another Bressed be God,
which of his goodness gives us grace to be aldensider this sparkling white, more perfect anaisigj than any
compound nature, and more noble next after the iahsoul, than any substance having life, or ranting life; for
it is a quintessence, a most pure silver, that patised the Coppell, and is seven times refinéti, tbe royal
Prophet David.

It is not needful to inperpret what the two Angsgilgnify, that play on Instruments over the headthem which are
raised again: These are rather divine spirits,istnthe mervails of God in this miraculous openatithan Angels
that call to judgement. To make an express difiezdretween these and them, | have given the otieeof a Lute,
the other a haultboy, but none of them trumpetschvizet are wont to be given to them that are tbusato
Judgement. The like may be said of the three Angéigch are over the head of our Saviour, wherkefdne
crowneth him, and the other two assisting, sahéirtRowles, O PATER OMNIPOTENS, O JESU BONE, ikat
O Almighty Father, O good Jesu, in rendering urito éternal thanks.
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CHAPTER VII
Upon a field violet and blue, two Angels of an Qgarcolour, and their Rowles.



virgins milk of the Sun, and that these colours eat of the Mercurial moisture which thou hasedrupon the
Stone. In this operation of rubifying, althoughareio imbibe, thou shalt not have much black, butiolets, blue
and of the colour of the Peacocks tail. For ounstis so triumphant in dryness, that as soon aM#rgury
toucheth it, the nature thereof rejoicing in hielnature, it is joined unto it, and drinketh iegdily, and therefore
the black that comes of moisture, can show itsafeblittle, and that under these colours violat blue, because
that dryness (as is said) doth by and by goverolatey.
| have also made to be painted for thee, thesedingels with wings, to represent unto thee, thatwee substances
of thy confections, the Mercurial and the Sulphgreubstance, the fixed as well as the volatileydperfectly
fixed together, do also fly together within thy sek for in this operation, the fixed body will ggnmount to
heaven, being all spiritual, and from thence it délscend unto the earth, and whethersoever thibufeliowing
everywhere the Spirit, which is always moved ugenfire: Inasmuch as they are made one selfsarneenand the
compound is all spiritual, and the spiritual altmorall, so much hath it been subtilized upon oaridle, by the
precedent operations. The natures then are her@nrded into Angels, that is to say, are madetaplrand most
subtle, so are they now the true tinctures.
Now remember thee to begin the rubifying, by thpasgition of Mercury Citrine red, but thou must pour on
much, and only once or twice, according as tholt ska occasion; for this operation ought to beedmypa dry fire,
and by a dry sublimation and calcination. And tyuetiell thee here a secret which thou shalt vetgdem find
written, so far am | from being envious, that wotddsod every man knew how to make gold to his auh that
they might live, and lead forth to pasture their fiocks, without Usury or going to Law, in imifah of the holy
Patriarchs using only (as our first Fathers diddtohange one thing for another; and yet to haat they must
labour as well as now.
Howbeit for fear to offend God, and to be the imstent of such a change which prove evil, | muse taged to
represent or write where it is that we hide theskeyhich can open all the doors of the secretanfre, or to open
or cast up the earth in that place, contenting thysshow the things which will teach everyoneathom God shall
give permission to know what property the signhaf Balance or Libra hath, when it is inlightenediey Sun and
Mercury in the month of October.
These Angels are painted of an orange colourttihé® know that thy white confections have beétila more
digested, or boiled, and that the black of theeatiahd blue hath been already chafed away by tefdir this
orange colour is compounded of the fair goldeni@tred (which thou hast so long waited for) anthef
remainder of this violet and blue, which thou relstady in part banished and undone. Furthermaseothnge
colour showeth that the natures are digested, gtittle and little perfected by the grace of God.
As for their Rowle, which saith, SVRGITE MORTVI, \\ETE AD IVDICIVM DOMINI MEI, that is, Arise you
dead, and come unto the judgement of God my LdndyEe made it be put there, only for the Theoldgiease,
rather than any other: It ends in the throat ofanlwhich is all red, to teach that this operatioust not be
discontinued until they see the true red purpleliytike unto the Poppy of the Hermitage, and ¥leemillion of
the painted Lion saving for multiplying.
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CHAPTER VIII
The figure of a man, like unto Saint Peter, clothred robe Citrine red, holding a key in his rigflaind, and laying
his left hand upon a woman, in an orange colouoéé,rwhich is on her knees at his feet, holdingvele.
e .

Look upon this woman clothed in a robe of orandews which doth so naturally resemble Perrendlstae was in
her youth; She is painted in the fashion of a sappupon her knees, her hands joined togethénedeet of a man
which hath a key in his right hand, which hearsdraciously, and afterwards stretcheth out hisHaftd upon her.
Wouldest thou know what this meaneth? This is tiom& which in this operation demandeth two thirgshe
Mercury of the Sun, of the Philosophers (paintedeurthe form of a man) that is to say Multiplicati@nd a more
rich Accoustrement; which at this time it is neddfu her to obtain, and therefore the man so lgyiis hand upon
her shoulder accords and grants it unto her. Bythave | made to be painted a woman? | could ashage made
to be painted a man as a woman, or an Angel refloerthe whole natures are now spiritual and caahanasculine
and feminine), but | have rather chosen to causd pavoman, to the end that thou mayest judgeghatdemands
rather this than any other thing, because thesthamnost natural and proper desires of a woman.
To show further unto thee that she demandeth Migltiion, | have made paint the man, unto whomastdresseth
her prayers in the form of Saint Peter, holdingeg, lhaving power to open and to shut, to bind arlddse, because
the envious Philosophers have never spoken of Mighition, but under the common terms of Art, APERI
CLAVDE, SOLVE, LIGA, that is, Open, shut, bind, k& opening and loosing, they have called the ngakirthe
Body (which is always hard and fixt) soft fluid,carunning like water: To shut and to bind, is witlem afterwards
by a more strong decoction to coagulate it, arfatitng it back again into the form of a body.
It behoved me then, in this place to representmwith a key, to teach thee that thou must now gpehshut, that
is to say, Multiply the budding and encreasing regufor look how often thou shalt dissolve and $ia often will
these natures multiply, in quantity, quality, artue, according to the multiplication of ten; camirom this




number to an hundred, from an hundred to a thoydesmd a thousand to ten thousand, from ten thalisa@n
hundred thousand, from an hundred thousand tolmmiand from thence by the same operation tanityfj as |
have done three times, praised be God. And wheklikiy is so brought unto Infinity, one grain tleaf falling
upon a quantity of molten metal as deep and vatstea®cean, it will teine it, and convert it intmsh perfect metal,
that is to say, into silver or gold, accordingtashiall have been imbibed and fermented, expe#limydrying out far
from himself all the impure and strange matter,clihivas joined with the metal in the first coaguaatifor this
reason therefore have | made to be painted a Keheihand of the man, which is in the form of S&ater, to
signify that the stone desireth to be opened antifeh multiplication, and likewise to show theetlwivhat Mercury
thou oughtest to do this, & when; | have givenrien a garment Citrine red, and the woman one afgeraolour.
Let this suffice, lest | transgress the silenc@whagoras, to teach thee that the woman, thatiisstone, asketh to
have the rich Accoustrements and colour of Saitgé?8he hath written in her Rowle, CHRISTE PRECERR O
PIVS, that is, Jesu Christ be pitiful unto me,faghie said, Lord be good unto me, and suffer retthie that shall
become thus far, should spoil all with too muckfit is true, that from henceforward | shall norméear mine
enemies, and that all fire shall be alike unto ye¢ the vessel that contains me, is always bittié easy to be
broken: for if they exalt the fire overmuch, it idkack and flying a pieces, will carry me and sow unfortunately
amongst the ashes.

Take heed therefore to thy fire in this place, gadern sweetly with patience, this admirable quoénce, for the
fire must be augmented unto it, but not too muaid Aray the soveraign Goodness, that it will ndtesuhe evil
spirits which keep the Mines and Treasures, tordgshy work, or to bewitch thy sight, when thounsalereth
these incomprehensible motions of this quintesceuitten thy vessel.

Flammel's Hieroglyphics Chapter VIII

FromHis Exposition of the Hieroglyphicall Figures which he caused to bee painted upon an Arch in . Innocents
Church-yard, in Paris. London, 1624.
Back to Hieroglyphic Figures

CHAPTER IX
Upon a dark violet field, a man red purple, holdihg foot of a Lion red as vermillion, which hatings, for it
seems would ravish and carry away the man.

This field violet and dark, tells us that the stérath obtained by her full decoction, the fair Gants, that are
wholly Citrine and red, which she demanded of SBeter, who was clothed therewith, and that hermpteta and
perfect digestion (signified by the entire Citnnibath made her leave her old robe of orange colche vermilion
red colour of this flying Lion, like the pure ankkar scarlet in grain, which is of the true Granadip demonstrates
that it is now accomplished in all right and eqgiyalAnd that she is now like a Lion, devouring gvpure metallic
nature, and changing it into her true substande,tine and pure gold, more fine than that of testlmines.



Also she now carrieth this man out of this valemigeries, that is to say, out of the discommoditiegoverty and
infirmity, and with her wings gloriously lifts hinap, out of the dead and standing waters of AEgyytich are the
ordinary thoughts of mortal men) making him despise life and the riches thereof, and causing higit and day
to meditate on God, and his Saints, to swell inBEh®erial heaven, and to drink the sweet springhefountains
of everlasting hope.

Praised be God eternally, which hath given us grasee this most fair and all-perfect purple calthis pleasant
colour of the wild poppy of the Rock, this Tyriaparkling and flaming colour, which is incapableAdternation or
change, over which the heaven itself, nor his Zodan have no more domination nor power, whoséhbslining
rays, that dazzle the eyes, seem as though theyodithunicate unto a man some supercelestial thiaging him
(when he beholds and knows it) to be astonishetletoble, and to be afraid at the same time.

Oh Lord, give us grace to use it well, to the augtation of the Faith, to the profit of our Souladao the encrease
of the glory of this noble Realm. Amen.



