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INTRODUCTION

Astrology literally means the study (or science, depending on how one
translates the Greek word logos) of the stars (astron). Astrology differs
from astronomy by confining its attention to the study of correlations between
celestial events and humanly meaningful events. Most people are familiar
with only a tiny portion of the science of the stars, namely the 12 signs of the
Zodiac as they relate to the personality of individuals and the use of astrology
for divinatory purposes.

The Zodiac (literally the “circle of animals” or, in its more primary
meaning, the “circle of life” or “circle of living beings”) is the belt constituted
by the 12 signs—Aries, Taurus, Gemini, Cancer, Leo, Virgo, Libra, Scorpio,
Sagittarius, Capricorn, Aquarius, and Pisces. This “belt” is said to extend 8° or
9° on either side of the ecliptic (the imaginary line drawn against the back-
drop of the stars by the orbit of the Earth). The orbits of the various planets in
the solar system all lie within approximately the same geometric plane, so
that, from a position within the system, all of the heavenly bodies appear to
move across the face of the same set of constellations. Several thousand years
ago, these constellations gave their names to the Zodiac.

The notion of the Zodiac is very ancient, with roots in the early citied
cultures of Mesopotamia. The first 12-sign zodiacs were named after the gods
of these cultures. The Greeks adopted astrology from the Babylonians, and the
Romans, in turn, adopted astrology from the Greeks. These peoples renamed
the signs of the Mesopotamian Zodiac in terms of their own mythologies,
which is why the familiar Zodiac of the contemporary West bears names out of
Mediterranean mythology. The notion of a 12-fold division derives from the
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lunar cycle (the orbital cycle of the Moon around the Earth), which the Moon
completes 12 times per year.

From a broad historical perspective, zodiacal symbolism can be found
everywhere, and zodiacal expressions are still in use in modern English—e.g.,
“bull-headed” (an allusion to Taurus), “crabby” (an allusion to Cancer), etc.
The popularity of Sun-sign astrology (the kind found in the daily newspaper)
has kept these ancient symbols alive in modern society, so that even such
prominent artifacts as automobiles have been named after some of the signs
(e.g., the Taurus and the Scorpio).

The sign of the Zodiac the Sun is in at the time of a person’s birth is his
or her Sun sign (sometimes also called the birth sign). The Sun, as the most
important celestial body for Earth-dwellers, is the most important influence in
a horoscope (an astrological chart). Consequently, the sign that the Sun is in
at birth will usually be the single most important influence on an individual’s
personality. Thus when people say that they are a certain sign, they are almost
always referring to their Sun sign.

Sun-sign astrology, which is the kind of astrology one finds in newspa-
pers and magazines, has the advantage of simplicity—all one needs to know is
one’s birthday to be able to figure out one’s sign—but this simplicity is pur-
chased at the price of ignoring all other astrological influences. The other
important celestial bodies, for example, were all located in signs at the
moment of birth. Thus, someone with a Scorpio Sun sign might also have a
Sagittarius Moon sign, a Virgo Venus sign, a Libra Mercury sign, etc. Each of
these other signs has an influence, which is why everyone with the same Sun
sign does not have the same personality. The subsidiary influences of the sign
positions of the planets is further modified by the angles between them
(referred to as aspects), as well as by their house positions (another set of 12
divisions).

These other influences make Sun-sign astrology a hit-or-miss system
that works sometimes but fails miserably at others. Professional astrologers
tend to dislike Sun-sign astrology because it creates a misconception of the
science of the stars (i.e., that astrology is entirely about Sun signs), and
because its inaccuracy leads non-astrologers to reject astrology as untrue.

Similar remarks apply to predictions of the future by the 12 signs. Sun-
sign prediction, in other words, is also a hit-or-miss system that sometimes
works and sometimes misses the mark entirely. The columns found in popular
periodicals also tend to create misperceptions about the nature of astrological
prediction. In particular, readers can come away with the impression that
astrological prediction is a kind of astrological fortune-telling that portrays the
stars as if they foretold an irrevocable destiny for the person having her or his
fortune told. Modern astrologers, however, tend to distance themselves from
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this tradition of predicting specific events. Instead of predicting events, most
contemporary astrologers describe upcoming planetary conditions, with the
understanding that clients have the free will to respond to planetary influ-
ences in different ways. Like a meteorologist, an astrologer can only predict
trends and probabilities—not details.

Understanding the Appeal of Astrology

Astrology occupies a peculiar position in the modern world. Derided by
many as medieval superstition, the science of the stars nevertheless continues
to exercise a fascination over the human mind. Furthermore, polls indicate
that its popularity is growing rather than waning. The abysmal failure of critics
to halt the expansion of astrology should be a sign that we have reached a
juncture where—rather than continuing simply to dismiss astrology as a super-
stitious retreat from the modern world—it is appropriate to ask other kinds of
questions. Simultaneously, we need to understand why this practice has
evoked such passionate criticism.

Since at least the historical period known as the Enlightenment, the
Western world has been home to a vocal minority of self-appointed guardians
of human rationality who have railed against religion and anything else that
dared to suggest that the human being was anything more than a physical-
chemical organism. Astrology was lumped into the category of irrational
superstition along with anything else that did not fall within a rather narrow
definition of science. But just how irrational is astrology?

If you live near a seashore and is attentive to the ebb and flow of the
waterline, it is easy to observe that the Sun and the Moon rule the tides. How
big a step from this observation is it to assert that celestial bodies influence
human beings? We cannot touch, taste, or see astrological forces, but neither
can we touch, taste, or see gravity. Gravity is perceived only indirectly, in
terms of its effects. It is in this way, astrologers could reply, that astrological
forces are perceived—indirectly, in terms of their impact on human beings
and other events in the world. Furthermore, so astrologers would assert, astro-
logical claims can be subjected to the methods of empirical, statistical
research, as has been done most notably in the work of Michel and Frangoise
Gauquelin. Thus, astrology is not, in the strict sense, irrational. Astrologers,
in other words, do not utilize illogical principles of reasoning. Rather, astrolo-
gy is labeled irrational because it has not been accepted into the mainstream
of academic science.

In earlier historical periods, human beings were not so insulated from
their environment as we are today. Human life was ordered according to the
seasonal migration of the Sun from north to south and south to north. Also,
streetlights and the other lights of a suburban/urban environment did not
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obstruct a view of the night sky, so that the starry heavens were a nightly
experience. Aware of the relationship between Sun, Moon, and tides, as well
as the correlation between such cycles as menstruation and the lunar cycle, it
is not difficult to see how the human mind would seek out other kinds of cor-
relations between celestial and terrestrial phenomena.

To shift forward in an effort to understand the attraction of astrology
for the typical citizen of an industrialized society, one has to see that, even for
many people with a modicum of belief in traditional religion, ordinary, every-
day life—the world as it is experienced on a day-to-day basis—appears to be
empty of significance. Most people feel themselves to be at the mercy of
social, economic, and political forces that they can rarely understand, much
less predict. Although to the outsider astrology appears to be unappealing
because of its apparent determinism, it allows people to comprehend the
events in their lives as part of a meaningful, predictive system over which they
can gain a certain amount of control. Furthermore, even the most mundane
life acquires a certain amount of cosmic significance when viewed through the
lens of astrology, in the sense that the system portrays humans as beings that
are basically “at home” in the universe.

Theories of Astrological Influence

Approaches to explaining how astrology “works” move between two
poles, one that stresses the study of the stars as a natural science (and that
consequently attempts to distance it from occultism), and another that, while
often calling astrology by the name of science, emphasizes the spiritual or
occult dimension of the study of planetary influences. The former perspective,
using the natural science model, tends to conceive of astrological influences in
terms of forces, analogous to the forces of gravity and magnetism, that are
actually “radiated” by the planets.

The latter perspective, while often speaking in terms of “occult forces,”
usually emphasizes that correlations between celestial and mundane spheres
result from a kind of “prearranged harmony” that is built into the very struc-
ture of the cosmos. In other words, the various correspondences that astrology
studies are a result of “synchronicity” (to use Carl Jung’s term) rather than
cause and effect. [t is worth noting that a large number of astrologers attempt
to adhere simultaneously to both a force and a correspondence explanation.

The cosmic interconnectedness that the second approach tends to see
as fundamental to understanding astrological influence implies a kind of
monistic view of the universe that is related to the worldview held in common
by most strands of America’s metaphysical subculture. This link is the primary
reason that astrology has come in for such severe criticism from militant secu-
larists as well as from conservative Christians.
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Christianity and Astrology

The Christian church absorbed astrology along with many other aspects
of Hellenistic civilization. Some Christian thinkers worried about the tension
between free will and the perceived determinism of astrology, but by and large,
the science of the stars occupied an honorable position in the Western tradi-
tion. Although some of the Biblical prophets disparaged stargazing, the three
wise men were clearly astrologers, and in certain other scriptural passages it is
evident that God regularly utilized heavenly signs to instruct the faithful.

Despite certain tensions in the marriage, astrology and Christianity did
not divorce until the fundamentalist movement emerged in the early twentieth
century. For various reasons—but particularly because of astrology’s association
with metaphysical religion—fundamentalists, and later most other conservative
Christians, rejected astrology as a delusion at best and as a tool of Satan at worst.

The Metaphysical Subculture and Astrology

Despite the antagonism from militant secularists and conservative
Christians, astrology has been growing steadily the past hundred years. This
growth may well have something to do with the decreasing power of astrolo-
gy’s critics. While the number of conservative churches increase, their influ-
ence of traditional religion on society has been waning for more than a centu-
ry. As for secular humanists, because science creates more problems than it
solves, the appeal of a quasi-religious secularism tied to mainstream science
has also lost its social influence. While both conservative Christianity and
secular humanism have been losing ground, the West’s metaphysical subcul-
ture—which has been friendly to astrology—has been growing in size and
influence. Gallup polls have indicated that over one-third of Americans
believe in astrology.

The metaphysical community is a loosely knit subculture. Its most dis-
tinctive institutions are the metaphysical bookstores and organizations. The
largest of these organizations are the many theosophical societies and spiritu-
alist churches, which were formed in the nineteenth century. This metaphysi-
cal community was relatively small until the late twentieth century. When the
counterculture of the sixties faded away in the early seventies, many former
“hippies” found themselves embarking upon spiritual quests, which radically
departed from the Judeo-Christian mainstream. These new seekers swelled the
ranks of the metaphysical subculture until it became a significant social force.

One important manifestation of this subculture is called the New Age
movement. While segments of the metaphysical community have been refer-
ring to themselves as New Age for a long time, neither the community nor the
term were familiar to the cultural mainstream until the late eighties. In North
America, the single most important event prompting general awareness of this
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subculture was the broadcast of Shirley MacLaine’s Out on a Limb in January
1987. The success of this television miniseries stimulated the mass media to
begin investigating and, in time, to begin generating articles and programs
about the New Age. The media’s interest was still high at the time of the Har-
monic Convergence gatherings in 1987, causing the Convergence to attract
more public attention than any New Age event before or since.

The widespread interest in the New Age, which was intensified by
curiosity about the Harmonic Convergence, led, in turn, to the Time magazine
feature, “New Age Harmonies,” in December 1987. This piece was the most
significant general article on the movement to appear in a major news maga-
zine. Like many previous treatments in the mainstream media, “New Age
Harmonies” focused on the flashier, less substantive aspects of the movement.
However, perhaps because of the greater weight of Time, this article, unlike
earlier, similar pieces, influenced many of the more serious individuals within
the movement to back away from the label “New Age.”

Despite its continuities with the older metaphysical community, the
New Age departed from tradition in certain ways. Of particular importance for
the practice of astrology, the New Age blended metaphysics with certain
other, distinct movements, such as the human potentials movement and
humanistic psychology. As a consequence, the significance of such familiar
occult practices as astrology and tarot were altered. Before explaining this
alteration, the reader should note that in the same way that the media seized
upon the expression “New Age” in the late eighties and transformed it into a
term of derision, an earlier wave of media interest in the early seventies seized
upon the word “occult” and succeeded in connecting it with such negative
phenomena as black magic.

“Occult” comes from a root word meaning “hidden,” and the original
connotation of the word was that it referred to a body of esoteric beliefs and
practices that were in some sense hidden from the person in the street (e.g.,
practices and knowledge that remain inaccessible until after an initiation).
Alternately, it is sometimes said that practices were occult if they dealt with
forces that operated by means that were hidden from ordinary perception (e.g.,
magic, tarot cards, astrology, etc.). Modern astrology is not occult in the sense of
secret initiations, but it is occult in the sense that it deals with “hidden” forces.

Under the impact of the human potentials movement and humanistic
psychology, astrology, tarot, and so forth were no longer regarded as mere for-
tune-telling devices, but became tools for self-transformation. The net result
of this on the contemporary practice of astrology is that at least two kinds of
astrologers can be distinguished: Astrologers who—Ilike Joan Quigley, the
astrologer to Ronald and Nancy Reagan—primarily predict events and advise
clients on when to perform certain actions in the world, and astrologers who
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primarily see themselves as quasi-therapists, leading their clients to deeper
understandings of themselves. Most contemporary astrologers would, of
course, fall somewhere between these two extremes.

Getting Started in Astrology

In addition to being a comprehensive reference work, this updated
encyclopedia can be used as a foundational textbook for acquiring a basic
understanding of astrology. The elements of the science of the stars are the
signs and the planets. The beginning student should start by reading and
studying the entries for each of the signs of the Zodiac in their natural order—
Aries, Taurus, Gemini, Cancer, Leo, Virgo, Libra, Scorpio, Sagittarius, Capri-
corn, Aquarius, and Pisces. Read the entry on rulership, and then study the
entries for the Sun, the Moon, and the planets. The planets need not be stud-
ied in any particular order. However, because the meanings of signs and plan-
ets overlap, one should refer each planet to the sign(s) that it rules. Next, you
should read the entry on the houses, relating each of the signs to each of the
houses. Finish up this course of reading with the entries on the ascendant, the
aspects, the asteroids, and Chiron. When studying the aspects, one might also
read the entries on the major aspects-conjunctions, sextiles, squares, trines,
and oppositions.

To understand the basics of chart casting and chart interpretation, the
student of astrology must memorize the glyphs (symbols) for the planets, the
signs, and the aspects (which follow this introduction). Do not attempt to
learn the symbols for the asteroids until after all of the other glyphs have been
memorized, and, even at that point, focus on the most commonly utilized
planetoids—Ceres, Pallas, Vesta, Juno, and Chiron. Read the balance of this
introduction, and then the appendix on understanding your own natal chart.
After completing this reading, you will have a basic grasp of natal astrology.

The next course of reading involves the various subdivisions and
branches of the science of the stars. Begin this study with the entries on tran-
sits, electional astrology, solar returns, progressions, and directions. You can
then read the entries on the branches of astrology, such as mundane astrology,
horary astrology, medical astrology, heliocentric astrology, and so forth. The
two final courses of reading focus on history—Mesopotamian astrology, the
history of Western astrology, and the history of astrology in America—and the
astrology of other cultures—Mesoamerican astrology, Chinese astrology, and
Hindu astrology.

Elements of Astrological Meaning

The basic building blocks of astrological meaning are the signs of the
Zodiac and the planets. Beginning students of astrology are usually advised to
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study and acquire a good basic sense of the signs before proceeding to more
complex studies. Because there is a certain similarity of meaning between par-
ticular planets and particular signs (each sign is said to be ruled by a particular
planet), as well as a link of similar meaning between each successive sign with
each successive house, a sound knowledge of the 12 signs of the Zodiac makes
it easier to understand the astrological significance of the planets and the
houses. A highly popular book is Linda Goodman’s Sun Signs. While some
astrologers have criticized this volume, it is a useful, entertaining book for
acquiring basic information about the twelve signs of the Zodiac.

There are various ways of classifying the signs, some more useful than
others. Of particular importance are the traditional elements of earth, air, fire,
and water. These elements represent certain basic personality orientations:
Earth represents practicality, water emotional sensitivity, air a mental orienta-
tion, and fire activity. Thus, for people who are comprised primarily of water
signs (Cancer, Scorpio, and Pisces), feelings are what are most real in life; for a
predominance of air signs (Gemini, Libra, and Aquarius), ideas are most real;
for earth (Taurus, Virgo, and Capricorn), practical concerns; and for fire
(Aries, Leo, and Sagittarius), activity.

The other primary system by which the signs are classified is the so-
called qualities—cardinal, mutable, and fixed. Each of the 12 signs of the
Zodiac is a unique combination of an element and a quality (e.g., Aries is a
cardinal fire sign, Taurus is fixed earth, Gemini is mutable air, and so forth).
The elemental nature of a sign is said to refer to its basic temperament, while
quality is said to refer to its mode of expression. Cardinal signs are portrayed as
outgoing signs that initiate new activities; fixed signs, by way of contrast, per-
sist with their established activities; mutable signs adapt to changing circum-
stances. These two classification systems—elements and qualities—are helpful
when one undertakes to memorize sign traits.

The interpretation of a horoscope is built around the influence of the
planets as modified by three primary factors—signs, houses, and aspects (the
angular relationships between the planets). An oversimplified but nonetheless
useful rule of thumb is that planetary sign positions indicate personality ten-
dencies, aspects between planets reflect how various components of one’s per-
sonality interact with one another, and house positions show how the person-
ality manifests in the world. Aspects are angular relationships between various
points in an astrological chart. The term especially refers to a series of named
angles, such as trines (120°) and squares (90°).

Visually in an astrological chart, houses are the 12 “pie-pieces” that
together form the basic framework of the horoscope. Sign divisions (where
signs begin and end) are not represented in a conventional chart. If they were,
one would have to draw in another 12 lines, making a total of 24, which
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would result in a cluttered, aesthetically unappealing appearance. The num-
bers and symbols that appear around the outside of the wheel indicate where
houses begin and end with respect to the signs of the 360° circle of the Zodiac.
Starting at the nine o’clock position (which in most systems of house division
corresponds with the eastern horizon) and moving counterclockwise, the
houses are numbered from one to twelve. Thus, the first house begins at the
nine o’clock position and ends at the eight o’clock position; the second house
begins at eight o’clock and ends at seven o’clock; and so forth. The sign at the
nine o’clock position on the chart is the rising sign or ascendant.

Let us illustrate sign-house-aspect relationships with a concrete exam-
ple. The example we will use is an individual with natal Mars in the sign
Virgo, that is also in a square (90°) aspect to Saturn and in the eleventh
house. In the personality, Mars represents the outgoing, assertive, aggressive
energies. This is what we might think of as the basic nature of Mars.

1. Sign: Individuals born when Mars was in Virgo need to organize to
get anything done. They tend to be very patient with detailed work.
(Organization and patience with detail are both Virgo traits.)

2. Aspect: In contrast to Mars, Saturn is the cautious, security-seeking
side of the personality. Square aspects often indicate conflicts, so, in
this case, Mars square Saturn shows, among other things, an individual
who vacillates between assertiveness and caution, between excite-
ment-seeking and security-seeking.

3. House: The eleventh house indicates things about friends, group
associations, and ideals. Mars here shows people who have a lot of
energy for friendships and ideals. They express their energy best in the
context of group activities. In overly aggressive individuals, Mars
placed here shows people whose assertiveness brings them into conflict
with friends, as well as conflicts related to their ideals.

Understanding and Interpreting a Natal Chart

A birth chart (usually called a natal chart by astrologers) is a symbolic
map of the heavens with respect to the Earth at the moment of birth. When
one examines a chart for the first time, one tends to be overwhelmed by the
mass of numbers and unfamiliar symbols. The “pie-pieces” are the astrological
house, and the numbers along the outer rim of the chart indicate where the
houses begin and end in the signs of the Zodiac. The symbols along the rim
are symbols for the zodiacal signs. Most of the symbols inside the houses are
planet symbols. The meanings of some of these (e.g., the crescent moon,
which is the symbol for the Moon) are intuitively obvious. The planet symbols
also have numbers and sign symbols written alongside them. These indicate
the location of a planet in a sign.
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The 12 signs of the Zodiac, in addition to being bands of astrological
influence, also provide astrologers with a system for locating planets and other
points in space. A circle contains 360°, so that, when divided into 12 equal
regions for the 12 signs, each sign encompasses an arc of 30°. Hence a planet
located near the beginning of Aries, for instance, might be at 1° Aries; in the
middle of Aries, at 15° Aries; and near the end of the sign, 29° Aries.

The ascendant, also called the rising sign, is the sign of the Zodiac that
was on the eastern horizon at the moment for which a horoscope is cast (calcu-
lated and drawn). On a chart wheel, the rising sign is the sign at the nine
o’clock position. In a natal chart, the ascendant indicates a significant influence
on the personality; only the Sun and Moon exert stronger influences. These
three signs—the rising sign, the Sun sign, and the Moon sign—are considered
together when someone with a knowledge of astrology beyond Sun signs briefly
describes his or her astrological make-up, e.g.: “I'm an Aquarius with Moon in
Pisces and Aries rising.” The astrologically informed listener then knows that
the speaker, while primarily an Aquarius, is also sensitive and moody like a
Pisces. She or he will also come across as an Aries in certain settings.

The planets represent various facets of one’s psychological makeup.
Thus Mercury represents the mind, particularly that part of the mind involved
in communication and day-to-day problem solving; Venus indicates how we
relate to others, especially in romance; and so forth. The sign positions of the
planets—particularly the signs of the inner planets—indicate how we commu-
nicate, how we relate, etc. These positions modify the basic personality indi-
cated by the Sun sign. Thus, for example, a person born under the sign Scor-
pio might have been born when Mercury was in Libra and Venus was in Sagit-
tarius. Having natal Mercury in gentle, tactful Libra would modify this indi-
vidual’s communications so that they would be far less critical and sarcastic
than that of a typical Scorpio, though a certain subdued tendency toward crit-
ical sarcasm would still be part of her or his makeup. Venus in idealistic Sagit-
tarius would make this individual more romantic than a typical Scorpio, with-
out eliminating her or his sexual intensity. As one can see from this example,
the variety of influences at work in a natal chart can sometimes indicate con-
trary, if not actually contradictory, traits. The distinguishing mark of an expe-
rienced astrologer is her or his ability to synthesize these often competing
influences into a coherent interpretation.

The “pie piece” in which a planet is found in a chart indicates its house
position. Aspects are indicated in one of two ways: Traditionally, charts con-
tained a grid that was a bit like the mileage grids one sometimes finds on maps.
If two planets had an aspect between then, the aspect symbol would be drawn
on the grid where one would find—to continue the map analogy—the
mileage between two locations on a map. The modern tendency is to actually
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draw a line directly on the chart that connects the two planets in aspect. The
symbol for the aspect is then drawn on or near the line.

Going Further

If you are fascinated by astrology and want to do more than just read
about the science of the stars, you do not have to commit yourself to becoming
a full-time professional before exploring this field further. Astrology can be a
fascinating hobby. Moreover, astrology can be a vehicle for learning more
about yourself and others. Additionally, you might find yourself earning a little
extra money on the side doing readings every once and a while.

Although this point should be obvious, it is important to realize that no
governmental agency regulates the science of the stars. And although many of
the larger astrological associations issue certifications testifying to one’s astro-
logical competence, you do not need to possess any kind of certificate to prac-
tice astrology. Consequently, if you know the basics and can tell someone else
what a certain planet means in a certain house in their natal chart—even if
you are doing it as a hobby and not charging money—then you can wear the
title “astrologer” as legitimately as someone who has practiced astrology for 30
years and written a dozen books on the subject. It’s a bit like riding a bicycle—
once you know the basics, you are automatically a “cyclist” even if you've been
riding a bike for less than a week.

People love to be told about themselves. If word gets around in your cir-
cle of acquaintances that you are learning astrology and can “read their horo-
scope,” even at a very basic level, everyone and their brother will be beating
down your door for a reading. This is a good thing, because the best way to
develop your skills is to do free readings for friends and relatives. This gives
you a chance to see how the interpretations you find in astrology books
apply—or fail to apply—in the lives of flesh-and-blood human beings. And,
because you’re doing it for free, you can ask questions and risk being wrong
(e.g., “Your Saturn conjuncts your Mercury. Do you sometimes think about
things so seriously that you get depressed?”’) In this way, you learn some of the
nuances of astrology while having meaningful, and usually enjoyable, interac-
tions with other people.

You will definitely want to pick up at least a couple of astrological
“cookbooks”—books that provide interpretations for the meanings of the
planets by signs, houses, and aspects. These kinds of books are used when you
take your first stabs at interpreting natal charts. If you browse through the
appropriate section of a large metaphysical bookstore, you should be able to
find several. If you are nowhere near such a store, you might contact the
Astrology Center of America (http://www.astroamerica.com) bookstore for
recommendations. Another option is your local public library, which might
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contain one of the older cookbooks, such as Llewellyn George’s A to Z Horo-
scope Maker and Delineator or one of Grant Lewi’s books. Another good source
is Max Heindel’s The Message of the Stars, an online version of which is avail-
able at http://www.rosicrucian.com/mos/moseng01.htm. A particular favorite
of mine when I was learning astrology in the early 1970s was Isabel Hickey’s
Astrology: A Cosmic Science.

The astrologer’s craft consists of two very different kinds of skills: (1)
casting charts, meaning the mathematical construction of an astrological chart;
and (2) delineation, which refers to chart interpretation. Although delineation
is the very core of what astrology is all about, an accurate interpretation obvi-
ously depends on initially erecting the horoscope correctly. It used to be that
the math involved with constructing an astrological chart was tedious and
lengthy, which meant not only that people who hated math tended to steer
away from becoming astrologers, but also that, even for people willing to do the
calculations, it was easy for errors to creep in—errors that skewed the meaning
of the entire chart. The personal computer revolution changed all of that.

To get started in computer chart casting, you do not need a top-end astro-
logical calculation program (such programs currently run about $300). There
are a variety of good freeware programs that can be downloaded from the Inter-
net that accurately cast basic natal charts. At the time of this writing, Halloran
Software (the maker of Astrology for Windows, which can be downloaded from
http://www.halloran.com) and Cosmic Patterns (the maker of Starlite, which
can be downloaded from http://www.patterns.com/freeware.htm) were both
offering downloads of basic chart-casting programs for Windows. A widely avail-
able freeware program not associated with any software company is Astrolog
(type “astrolog” into any search engine). Other programmers have adapted
Astrolog to work with both Mac and Linux.

Astrolog offers more options, but I find it more awkward to use than the
others, and the charts produced by the Astrolog program are unattractive. In
addition to natal charts, Starlite will generate progressed charts; Astrology for
Windows will do natal charts plus provide transits for your first chart (and for
subsequent charts, but only after you send Halloran a modest registration fee).
None of these programs contain an atlas, meaning you will need to look up
the longitude and latitude of cities and towns where people were born. Doing
an Internet search using the name of the birthplace along with the state or
province plus the words “longitude” and “latitude” almost always provides this
information. You also need to find out if daylight savings time was in effect on
the individual’s birth date (important, but not difficult to find, in most cases).
Be aware of the common mistake of calculating A.M. births as P.M. births and
vice versa. Also, do not charge forward with an approximate time of birth (“I
think I was born sometime between midnight and 3:00 in the morning”) if it is
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possible for your client to obtain a more precise time—a birth certificate usu-
ally includes one’s time of birth. Armed with these three programs, anyone
with access to a personal computer and the Internet has the basic tools neces-
sary to handle the mathematical component of astrology.

Nevertheless, if you work with freeware programs for a while and then
decide you want a more powerful program, most of the major astrological soft-
ware companies offer no-frills versions of their top-end calculation programs.
Top-of-the-line programs are selling for around $300; in contrast, entry-level
programs are going for about $100. To encourage consumers to stay with their
product line, most of these companies also offer to put all or most of the price
of one’s entry-level program toward the purchase of a top-end program—in
the event one later decides to seek an upgrade.

As of 2002, all of the major software companies except Esoteric Tech-
nologies (the creators of Solar Fire, which is distributed outside of Australia by
Astrolabe) and Time Cycles Research (the creators of lo for Macs) market no-
frills programs in the $100 range. Not including Jyotish (Vedic astrology)
companies, these astrological software companies are Matrix, Cosmic Pat-
terns, Halloran, and A.I.R. Software. [ have had an opportunity to examine
the entry-level programs of everyone except A.I.R. All of these programs—
WinStar Express (Matrix), Pegasus (Cosmic Patterns), and AstrolDeluxe for
Windows (Halloran)—are absolutely excellent. Additionally and very impor-
tantly, all three companies provide excellent support. Although Time Cycles
Research does not market a low-end program, their professional program for
Macs is priced in the mid-range.

It is difficult to recommend one program over another, partly because
the ongoing competition between astrological software companies will out-
date my remarks in a very short time. With this caveat, [ will nevertheless say
that the WinStar Express program is easier to use (the interface is more user-
friendly) than the others, but the current version of the Pegasus program con-
tains more features. | particularly like the fact that Pegasus has a complete
atlas for birthplaces in North America and Europe—although both Astrol-
Deluxe for Windows and WinStar Express contain good basic atlases. Alter-
nately, if I was seriously considering Halloran’s program, I would skip Astrol-
Deluxe for Windows and jump immediately to their high-end program,
AstrolDeluxe ReportWriter, which sells for a good deal less than either
Matrix’s or Cosmic Pattern’s corresponding high-end calculation programs,
and comes bundled with a basic report program as well as with an atlas for
250,000 cities. For reviews of these and other major calculation programs,
refer to Hank Friedman'’s software review appendix.

To return to the distinction between chart casting and delineation, one
of the more problematic aspects of the application of computer methods to
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astrology has been the emergence of report programs that provide delineations
of horoscopes. The building blocks of chart interpretation are the meanings of
each particular sign position, house position, and aspect. Computer programs
are perfectly capable of storing such information and generating a list of inter-
pretations for the various components, tailored to the positions of any given
person’s chart. No professional astrologer, however, would simply list interpre-
tations of each component of a horoscope. In fact, the very mark of an experi-
enced astrologer is the ability to meaningfully synthesize such information
into a coherent whole. This is especially important when two or more ele-
ments of a horoscope give contrary indications.

For example, a Capricorn moon in a natal chart usually indicates some-
one who is not emotionally sensitive to others. If, however, this same individ-
ual’s natal moon is also in the first house, conjunct both the ascendant and
Neptune, she or he will be extremely sensitive—probably overly sensitive—to
other people. Experienced astrologers would immediately recognize this and
avoid the mistake of telling this particular client that she or he was emotional-
ly insensitive.

Report programs, no matter how sophisticated, cannot do much more
than list the meanings of each element of a horoscope. No existing program
would avoid, for instance, the error of informing Capricorn moon natives
about their insensitivity. Thus, while computer readings may have a certain
place as a preliminary step in astrological science, they will have to become far
more sophisticated before they begin to approximate the skill of an experi-
enced astrologer.

On the other side of the coin, report programs have developed to the
point where good programs can generate better readings than those provided
by inept astrologers. Based on personal experience, I would even go so far as to
say that some computer reports can be more useful and more insightful than
readings from even well-known, highly experienced astrologers. A lot depends
a chart’s complexity and on the quality of the report program. Someone with a
natal chart containing a large number of strong aspects that pull the person in
opposite directions is much less likely to get satisfactory results from a comput-
er interpretation than someone with a more straightforward chart. Also,
sophisticated, well-written report programs like Cosmic Patterns’ short “Major
Life Themes” (which is an integral part of both their high-end Kepler and
their entry-level Pegasus calculation programs) or Matrix’s “The Sky Within”
and “Woman to Woman” (which are freestanding programs) are going to be
far more insightful than certain other report programs.

[ have been less impressed by predictive programs (progressions, tran-
sits, returns, etc.), though even the best astrologer can only rarely do more
than predict general trends. On the other hand, I have been thoroughly
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impressed by the insightfulness of compatibility (synastry) reports, which I
have found to offer surprisingly accurate insights into the dynamics of rela-
tionships between two people. Again, well-written programs like Cosmic Pat-
terns’ “Compatibility Report” and Matrix’s “Friends & Lovers” will give you a
lot more than certain other synastry reports. And there are yet other kinds of
programs, such as reports on career possibilities and delineations of children’s
charts, that I have not worked with enough to comment on.

Report programs offer novice astrologers a number of possibilities. On
the one hand, even someone with a minimum understanding of astrology can
sell computer-generated reports. On the other hand, the beginning astrologer
who owns an array of different report programs can generate one or more
reports about a client to study beforehand as a way of preparing for a face-to-
face reading. Many professional astrologers—particularly astrologers who are
critical of all report programs to begin with—will be upset by this latter bit of
advice, but it is nevertheless extremely useful for the novice.

Most of the major astrological software manufacturers offer a wide vari-
ety of report programs. This may change, but at present A.L.R. Software offers
the fewest report programs. At the opposite end of the spectrum, Cosmic Pat-
terns offers the most. Many high-end calculation programs (e.g., Solar Fire,
Kepler, Janus, and AstrolDeluxe ReportWriter) include report modules as an
integral part of their program. Additional add-on or freestanding report pro-
grams can range from $100 to $300. Matrix takes the approach of selling “hob-
byist” versions (meaning that one is not licensed to sell reports) of most of
their delineation software for significantly less than their professional ver-
sions. If you are not focused on making money from astrology, but just want to
share astrology with friends and relatives, hobbyist report programs are a great
way to go. There are also a couple of “talking” programs (e.g., one is an inte-
gral part of Kepler, and another is a free-standing program, Astro*Talk Audio,
from Matrix) which, although less useful for professional astrologers, are fun
for small parties and other kinds of informal gatherings.

After you have been dabbling in astrology for awhile, and particularly if
the little bit of money you have been making on the side doing readings has
been expanding, you may wish to consider turning your astrology hobby into a
full-time job. I do not intend to go into the details of running an astrology
practice here. There have been a number of good books written on this subject
that you can look at, such as the Organization for Professional Astrology’s
How to Start, Maintain, and Expand an Astrological Practice, Wendy Hawks’s
Nuts & Bolts of Running an Astrology Practice, and Donna Cunningham’s The
Consulting Astrologer’s Guidebook (a manual on how to give professional read-
ings). At the time of this writing, all of these were available through Halloran.

—James R. Lewis
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PLANET COMMON GLYPH
ABBREVIATION
*Sun SUN O
Mercury MER ,
Venus VEN Q
Earth EAR &
*Moon MON or MOO | D
Mars MAR o
Jupiter JUP 24
Saturn SAT 122
Uranus URA Bl &
Neptune NEP s
Pluto PLU Y B
*Not planets, but traditionally listed
SIGN COMMON GLYPH
ABBREVIATION
Aries ARI AN
Taurus TAR or TAU @)
Gemini GEM T
Cancer CAN 7o)
Leo LEO I
Virgo VIR 141
Libra LIB L=
Scorpio SCO Ma
Sagittarius SAG <7
Capricorn ~ CAP V3
Aqguarius AQU RAR
Pisces PIC or PIS €
OTHER POINTS COMMON GLYPH
ABBREVIATION
North Node NN Jo
South Node SN g}
Galactic Center GC
Part of Fortune PofF X
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Astrological Glyphs and Abbreviations

IMAGINARY PLANET GLYPH

Admetos

Apollon

Coda

Cupido (also an asteroid name)

Dido (also an asteroid name)
Hades
Hercules

Hermes

Horus (also an asteroid name)

ol B || b |

Isis {(Also an asteroid name)

Jason

-

Kronos

LaCroix

Lilith (also an asteroid name)
Lion

Loki

Melodia

Midas (also an asteroid name)

P DO

Minos

Moraya

B

Osiris (also an asteroid name)
Pan (also an asteroid name)

Persephone (also an asteroid name)

Polvhymnia (also an asteroid name)

Poseidon (also an asteroid name)
Shanti
Transpluto

Vulcan

Vulcanus (Vulkanus)

Wemyss—Pluto

i I L (€ (0l @) S

Zeus

NAMES AND GLYPHS OF IMAGINARY BODIES [xxxiii]



ABU MA‘SHAR

The famous Persian astrologer Abii Ma‘shar (787-886), whose full name was Aba
Ma'‘shar Ja‘far ibn Muhammad ibn ‘Umar al-Balkhi, is perhaps the major representa-
tive of Arabic astrology from the medieval Western world. His works were widely
translated in the twelfth century, were widely circulated in manuscript, and exerted a
very powerful influence on the development of Western astrology. His writings were
used as prototypes for astrological practice. For instance, they provided the thirteenth-
century astrologer Guido Bonatti with a frequently cited source in his summa of
medieval astrology, the Liber Astronomia (c. 1282). Episcopal clergyman Theodore
Otto Wedel tells us that English poets Geoffrey Chaucer and John Gower were famil-
iar with Abi Ma‘shar’s works. One can almost say that Abti Ma‘shar established the
standard practice for medieval astrology in general with major additional input from
Messahala, Ptolemy, and Dorotheus. Abii Ma‘shar’s influence upon the philosophical
foundations of Arabic and Latin astrology is far greater than has been recognized and
to a large degree constitutes the difference between medieval astrological theory and
modern astrological theory, especially with regard to fate and free will.

Abii Ma‘shar’s astrological writings are also an example of Hermetic influence
on Arabic astrology. His works (written in Arabic) represent a fusion of Sabian Her-
meticism, Persian chronology, Islam, Greek Science (especially Aristotelian), and
Mesopotamian astrology. He, and his teacher Al-Kindi, were instrumental in fostering
the identification of the antediluvian prophet Idris with Enoch and Hermes, thereby
creating a religious syncretism that had important ramifications for the dissemination
of pagan science, including astrology. Abii Ma‘shar was an extremely successful practi-
tioner of the art and traveled throughout the Middle East in service to numerous Indi-
an, Persian, Arab, and Egyptian chiefs of state. His reputation was established in the
Christian west by Peter of Abano in the thirteenth century in his Conciliator Differen-
tiarum Philosophorum et Precipue Medicorum (Diff. 156), wherein Peter quotes the Al-
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Mudsakaret or (Memorabilia) of Aba Sa‘id Schadsan, a student of Aba Ma‘shar’s who
recorded his teacher’s answers and astrological deeds. The Memorabilia, which have
come to be known among scholars as “Albumasar in Sadan” due to traditional corrup-
tions of both men’s names, is analyzed by Lynn Thorndike in a 1954 ISIS article.

The astrological works of AbiG Ma‘shar we have are:

The Greater Introduction to Astrology

The Flores Astrologicae

On the Great Conjunctions and on the Revolutions of the World (Kitab al-Qiranat)
On the Revolutions of Nativities

The Thousands (Kitab al-Uluf)

Abii Ma‘shar was a religious Muslim. He was also an astrologer and a noted
philosopher. His impact upon subsequent Arabic and Latin astrology is best under-
stood through a consideration of his attitude toward the idea of freedom of the will as
it relates to astrology. In his Greater Introduction, he sets forth his theory of astrological
determinism in the context of a defense of astrology against its detractors.

Abii Ma‘shar repeatedly mentions the divine will as the originator or director
of nature. All motions, including celestial motions, are derived from one unique and
unmoved source. Abii Ma‘shar equated this with God. His source, Aristotle, placed it
in a universal attraction at the periphery of the supreme sphere—the sphere of the
fixed stars. According to Abii Ma‘shar, God is the source of all motions in the uni-
verse. God’s intervention in terrestrial affairs, however, never disrupts the regular
operation of the system of causes and effects leading to generation in nature. This
causal relationship is dependent upon the stars. This means that although Aba
Ma'‘shar asserts frequently that Allah is omnipotent, Abt Ma‘shar’s universe is con-
ceived primarily in terms of physical science and merely draped in Koranic theology.

We may be excused for questioning whether Abii Ma‘shar believes that divine
providence is the actual cause of natural manifestations. Where is human free will in
this? Is his cosmo-conception deterministic, or can God intervene in terrestrial affairs?
Is the individual human free to choose a course of action? Apart from his many asser-
tions of orthodoxy, Abii Ma‘shar leaves little room for providence because he asserts
that the planets and stars intervene in the chain of causes flowing between God and
nature as a kind of buffer or series of filters through which the will of God must act.

The substance of Abii Ma‘shar’s argument is that both the necessary and the
impossible, being unchangeable, leave no room for the contingent. But accidental
(i.e. possible, contingent) things happen in the world of generation. Thus a third cate-
gory, “the possible,” is necessary to cover these things. The greatest source of contin-
gency in man’s affairs is his ability to reason. His capacity for deliberation and the
exercise of choice constitutes a principle of indetermination for future occurrences;
but man’s choice does not extend to things he knows to be necessary or impossible.

Abii Ma‘shar asserts that contingency actually exists and gives examples taken
from concrete reality. A piece of cloth may be cut up or, equally possible, it may
remain whole until worn out through use. Iron or lead is at one point in time solid and
at another point in time liquid. Air may receive more or less heat or cold. All such
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possibilities of mutations may materialize or not, but they are clear proof of the exis-
tence of contingency in some beings. On the other hand, the necessary and the
impossible either are or are not absolute.

Abii Ma‘shar recognizes three categories of the possible or the contingent. The
first category is contingens naturalis sive facilis; an example is that of rain most often fol-
lowing the gathering of clouds. The second category is per optacionem et difficilis; an
example is that of the non-noble man seeking to become king. The third category is et
contingens equalis; an example is that of the pregnant woman hoping to give birth to a
boy, but who has a 50-50 chance of delivering either a girl or a boy.

Possibility originates in the physical world from the capacity of matter to
receive first one quality and then its opposite. Water may be cold at one time and hot
in another, with varying intensity in each state. In man, possibility springs from his
capacity for deliberation and choice, but also from his capacity to receive the qualities
of matter in his body. Hence, though man is endowed with free choice that constitutes
a first principle of contingency in him, his freedom of choice is limited, circumscribed
by the matter from which his body is made.

According to Ab Ma‘shar, something remarkable happens when a thing
moves from potentiality to actuality. He concludes that contingency is ultimately
absorbed into either the necessary or the impossible! Once a thing has come into
being, its potentiality in which its contingency resided no longer subsists, and there-
fore it must be classified in the camp of the necessary. On the other hand, if it does not
materialize, Abii Ma‘shar thinks that it must be because of some sort of impossibility.
Thus, Abt Ma‘shar shares the fatalistic leanings of Arabic Aristotelianism.

Abii Ma‘shar holds that planetary influence does not destroy contingency or
freedom. He asserts that planetary influence signifies the necessary, the possible, and
the impossible. With respect to contingency in matter, Abi Ma‘shar holds that uni-
versal matter, formed of the four elements, is entirely dependent in all its transforma-
tions upon the stellar influences. Thus, the totality of contingency is outlined in
advance in the regular motions of the stars. With respect to contingency in animated
beings, Abii Ma‘shar says it depends upon planetary motion, although a living thing
needs more than just a natural motion to pass into action because its soul is a principle
of indetermination to it as regards its future action.

Indetermination in man is no insurmountable obstacle to astrology, we are
told, because there is a harmony between man’s soul and the souls in the planets. The
rational soul, even under the influence of the stars, has a power of deliberation and
choice as a result of a similar power in the stars. Man’s body, on the other hand, has
the capacity to receive new qualities from the sky. Through the parallelism between
the animated planets and living things in this lower world, Abt Ma‘shar found it pos-
sible to ascribe an unlimited scope to the planets’ influences upon the voluntary con-
tingency in man’s twofold body and soul. Within this cosmological framework, man’s
free will appears drastically curtailed from what it was held to be by Aristotle, the
Christians, Jews, and Muslims, notwithstanding Abi Ma‘shar’s frequently uttered
statements to the contrary inspired by his religiosity.
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Having set forth his planetary theory, Abti Ma‘shar reviews the various influ-
ences exerted by the planets upon man, intending to show how freedom or contin-
gency is not destroyed. As an animated being, man possesses life, which is a necessary
attribute of his nature. The animated and intelligent planets signify this for him, and
in doing so they signify a modality of being that may be called of the type necessary.
On the other hand, there are things incompatible with man’s nature, such as the abili-
ty to fly. By excluding this eventuality from the nature of man as he comes to be, the
planets signify another modality of man’s being—the impossible. Finally, as man has
the power of choice and reason, and the capacity to receive the impression of different
physical qualities in his body by virtue of the four elements of which it is composed,
human nature is open to a wide range of contingency that is nevertheless signified by
the planets. Thus, the planets signify the three modes: the necessary, the impossible,
and the possible.

The astrologer is only concerned with the possible. He does not inquire
whether fire burns or not, but rather will fire burn tomorrow a matter that has a dispo-
sition to be burned? Will this individual talk to that one tomorrow? What the
astrologer does in these cases is to make sure that the focus of the enquiry belongs to
the possible. The planets can indicate that something cannot occur (impossible), that
something may occur (possible), or that something must occur (necessary). If the sig-
nification holds only in the future, it will remain uncertain until the time of occur-
rence, when the actual event will fall into the category of the necessary. If, for
instance, no impediment deprives a man from the use of his tongue, the man enjoys
potentially the faculty of speaking or not. But only until he speaks. When he has spo-
ken, his speech falls into the category of the necessary. Abii Ma‘shar holds that the
modes of activity of concrete beings exist potentially in them before they are translat-
ed into action. Once they have reached the stage of a completed action they fall into
the category of the necessary.

Abi Ma'‘shar concludes that “since the planets signify the contingent in
nature as well as in deliberation and choice proper to man, they indicate that man will
choose only what is implied in planetary motion.” If there is a providential interven-
tion in this scheme of natural motion, it must come from outside the regular activity
of nature and, presumably, against it.

Abi Ma‘shar holds that the choice exercised by man’s rational soul is circum-
scribed by its connection to the physical body, whose potentials are already limited.
Man’s rational soul acts in connection with his vital soul, but the latter is influenced
by the animated planets. For instance, among the motions within his possibilities
through the physical properties of his body, he may select walking, sitting, or standing
(but not flying). Once he chooses, the possibilities of his material nature are forthwith
determined to this particular motion. Moreover, man’s choice is itself limited to the
actual determination caused by the planetary motions.

In conclusion, what we see here is a doctrine of astrological determination
that is, from one point of view, an exercise in double-talk. The planets give possibili-
ties because they are ensouled, and, as such, they are in harmony with man’s soul. So
they judge and deliberate and so does man. Yet man, it turns out, judges and deliber-
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ates what the planets have already deliberated, and, thus, man’s reason and choice
merely reflect the celestial reason and choice. In fact there is little, if any, freedom.

Again, man’s body may receive influences from the heavens or it may not. But
the body exists because of heaven ordering the elements. Therefore, the body is deter-
mined already by the stars. The rational soul is free to reason. Yet the rational soul acts
in concert with the vital soul, which reflects the celestial decrees. Thus, the rational
soul’s rational choices are adulterated by the appetitive, emotional, and instinctive
inclinations of the vital soul.

Abii Ma‘shar’s description of the constitution of man agrees well with the eso-
teric teachings coming down to us from the Middle Ages, which attribute to man a
rational soul, an astral soul (the soul of the middle nature, or Tree of Life), and a phys-
ical body. A fifth factor, the highest, is alluded to elliptically by the reference to the
sphere of the Moon, which was associated with the intellect. There is much implied in
the statement “If there is a providential intervention in this scheme of natural
motion, it must come from outside the regular activity of nature and presumably
against it.”

Abii Ma‘shar’s theory of astrological influence is actually deterministic in spite
of his pious posturing. As such, it is contrary not only to religious tendencies in
Judaism, Christianity, and Islam, but also to the contemporary New Age idealism to
which most modern (nineteenth- to twenty-first century) astrologers consciously or
unconsciously ascribe. It is this difference that must be appreciated if one is to proper-
ly understand the difference between modern and medieval astrological practice.

—Robert Zoller

Sources:

Alkindi’s On the Stellar Rays. Translated by Robert Zoller.

Hermetis philosophi de revolutionibus nativitatum incerto interprete. .. (bound with Proclus In Claudii
Ptolemaei quadripartium ennarator ignoti nominis Basilieae, 1559).

Khaldiin, Ibn. The Mugaddimah. New York: Pantheon Books, 1958.

L Astrologie et la Science Occulte. Le R. P. Festugiere, O.P.

Lemay, Richard. Abi Ma‘shar and Latin Aristotelianism in the 12th Century. Beirut, 1962.

Studies in Islamic Exact Sciences by E. S. Kennedy, Colleagues and Former Students. Edited by
David King and Mary Hellen Kennedy. Beirut: American University of Beirut, c. 1983.

Tester, Jim. A History of Western Astrology. Woodbridge, Suffolk: Boydel Press, 1987.

Thorndike, Lynn. History of Magic and Experimental Science. Vol. 1. New York: Columbia Uni-
versity Press, 1923.

Wedel, Theodore Otto. The Mediaeval Attitude Toward Astrology, Particularly in England. New
Haven: Yale University Library, 1920. Reprint, Norwood, PA: Norwood Editions, 1978.

ABUNDANTIA

Abundantia, asteroid 151 (the 151st asteroid to be discovered, on November 1, 1875), is
approximately 42 kilometers in diameter and has an orbital period of 4.1 years. Its name is
Latin for “affluence” or “abundance.” Abundantia’s location by sign and house in a natal
chart may show where one experiences the most abundance or an area that can be culti-
vated to achieve affluence.
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Sources:

Kowal, Charles T. Asteroids: Their Nature and Utilization. Chichester, West Sussex, UK: Ellis
Horwood Limited, 1988.

Room, Adrian. Dictionary of Astronomical Names. London: Routledge, 1988.

Schwartz, Jacob. Asteroid Name Encyclopedia. St. Paul, MN: Llewellyn Publications, 1995.

ACCIDENTAL ASCENDANT

Horary astrology is the branch of astrology in which an astrological chart is cast for the
moment a question is asked. The chart is then read to determine an answer to the ques-
tion. The ascendant (degree of the zodiac on the eastern horizon) for a horary chart is
referred to as the accidental ascendant.

ACCIDENTAL DIGNITY

A planet is said to be in its dignity when it is in the sign that it rules. For example,
because Pluto rules Scorpio, Pluto is in dignity when in the sign Scorpio. As the term
implies, this is regarded as a fortunate placement; a planet in its dignity is traditionally
regarded as being in harmony with the sign and consequently strengthened.

A planet’s being in the sign of its rulership is sometimes referred to as essential
dignity to distinguish it from certain other placements that tend to strengthen a plan-
et’s influence by virtue of its position in an astrological chart; these other placements
are traditionally termed “accidental” dignities.

For example, the 12 signs of the zodiac correspond to the 12 astrological hous-
es so there is a natural affinity between successive signs and successive houses (i.e.,
between Aries, the first sign, and the first house; Taurus, the second sign, and the sec-
ond house; Gemini, the third sign, and the third house; etc.). When a planet is placed
in a natal chart so that it falls in the house corresponding to the sign it rules, it is said
to be “accidentally” dignified. Thus, Mars in the first house, Venus in the second
house, and Mercury in the third house would be accidentally dignified because Mars
rules Aries, Venus rules Taurus, and Mercury rules Gemini.

Planets are also strengthened by certain other placements, such as when a
planet in the first house is conjunct the ascendant, or one in the tenth house is con-
junct the midheaven. These other placements are sometimes also referred to as acci-
dental dignities.

Sources:
DeVore, Nicholas. Encyclopedia of Astrology. New York: Philosophical Library, 1947.
Gettings, Fred. Dictionary of Astrology. London: Routledge & Kegan Paul, 1985.

ACHILLES

Achilles, asteroid 588 (the 588th asteroid to be discovered, on February 22, 1900), is
approximately 116 kilometers in diameter and has an orbital period of 11.8 years. It
was named after the famous Greek hero of the Trojan War and was the first of the so-
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called Trojan asteroids (asteroids that travel along the same orbital path as Jupiter) to
be discovered. Achilles’ location by sign and house in a natal chart shows an area of
exceptional strength, but at the same time the site of an Achilles’ heel.

Sources:

Kowal, Charles T. Asteroids: Their Nature and Utilization. Chichester, West Sussex, UK: Ellis
Horwood Limited, 1988.

Room, Adrian. Dictionary of Astronomical Names. London: Routledge, 1988.

Schwartz, Jacob. Asteroid Name Encyclopedia. St. Paul, MN: Llewellyn Publications, 1995.

ACRONYCAL

Acronycal (Greek for “on the edge of night”) refers to a planet directly opposite the
Sun that rises after sunset or sets before sunrise, which, as a consequence, is in a favor-
able location for astronomical observation. The acronycal place is the degree in the
sign of the zodiac directly opposed to the Sun.

ADAD

Adad is a term from Mesopotamian astrology that refers to meteorological and astro-
logical phenomena.

ADAMS, EVANGELINE

Evangeline Adams, born February 8, 1868, in Jersey City, New Jersey, was the premier
American astrologer of the early twentieth century. She was the daughter of George
and Harriet E. (Smith) Adams and was related to U.S. presidents John Adams and
John Quincy Adams. Raised in Andover, Massachusetts, she was educated there and
in Chicago. She became part of the elite metaphysical community in the larger
Boston area and was introduced to astrology by Dr. ]. Heber Smith, a professor of med-
icine at Boston University. Adams also studied Hindu philosophy under Swami
Vivekenanda. She eventually became so interested in the science of the stars that she
chose it as her life’s work.

In 1899, Adams visited New York City and stayed at the fashionable Windsor
Hotel. Her first client was Warren E Leland, owner of the Windsor. After casting his
chart, she told him that he was under a planetary combination that threatened imme-
diate disaster. The next afternoon, on March 17, 1899, the hotel burned to the
ground. Adams subsequently gained much newspaper coverage, which led to her
becoming an astrological superstar, and she gained many rich and powerful clients.
She eventually established her studios at Carnegie Hall and was consulted by
financier ]. P. Morgan, tenor Enrico Caruso, playwright Eugene O’Neill, mythologist
Joseph Campbell, and actress Mary Pickford, among many others.

In 1914, Adams was arrested and charged with fortune-telling. She went to
court armed with reference books and proceeded to explain the principles of astrology.
She concluded her defense by reading a chart of an individual unknown to her.
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Impressed with the accuracy of her reading, Judge John H. Freschi remarked that “the
defendant raises astrology to the dignity of an exact science” (New York Criminal
Reports, volume XXXII, 1914 ed.). He found Adams not guilty, and the case set a
precedent on how similar cases would be tried in New York City in the future.

Adams continued to practice and promote the science of the stars to the gen-
eral public. She marketed monthly forecasts featuring her predictions about political
and economic events (including a 1931 prediction that the United States would be at
war in 1942). During the last decade of her life, she wrote some of the most popular
astrology books ever published: The Bowl of Heaven (1926), Astrology: Your Place in the
Sun (1928), Astrology: Your Place Among the Stars (1930), and Astrology for Everyone
(1931). Much of her published work on astrology was originally done in collaboration
with the English magician and occultist Aleister Crowley. On April 23, 1930, Adams
began to broadcast on radio three times a week. As a result of this show, she received
150,000 requests for astrological charts over the course of the next three months. As
much as a year later, requests and letters were still being received at the rate of 4,000 a
day. Adams was a major contributor to the popularization of astrology in the United
States. She died on November 10, 1932, in New York City.

—Karen Christino

Sources:

Adams, Evangeline. Astrology for Everyone. New York: Dodd, Mead & Co., 1931.

. Astrology: Your Place Among the Stars. New York: Dodd, Mead & Co., 1930.

. Astrology: Your Place in the Sun. New York: Dodd, Mead & Co., 1927.

. The Bowl of Heaven. New York, Dodd, Mead & Co., 1926. Reprint, New York: Dodd,
Mead & Co., 1970.

Christino, Karen, Foreseeing the Future: Evangeline Adams and Astrology in America. Amherst,
MA: One Reed Publications, 2002.

ADJUSTED CALCULATION DATE

The adjusted calculation date is the date on which a planet in a progressed horoscope
culminates (i.e., reaches the midheaven).

ADMETOS

Admetos is one of the eight hypothetical planets (sometimes referred to as the trans-
Neptunian points or planets, or TNPs for short) utilized in Uranian astrology. The
Uranian system, sometimes referred to as the Hamburg School of Astrology, was
established by Friedrich Sieggriin (1877-1951) and Alfred Witte (1878-1943). It
relies heavily on hard aspects and midpoints. In decline for many decades, it has expe-
rienced a revival in recent years.

Admetos may symbolize blockage, patience, frustration, delay, hindrances,
standstill, and so forth. More positively, it may represent depth, profundity, and that
which is fundamental. For example, a link between the planet Mercury and Admetos
may indicate limited thinking, or it may indicate deep thinking.
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Based on the speculative orbits of the Uranian planets, the Kepler, Solar Fire
and Win*Star software program will all locate this hypothetical planet in an astrologi-
cal chart.

Sources:
Lang-Wescott, Martha. Mechanics of the Future: Asteroids. Rev. ed. Conway, MA: Treehouse
Mountain, 1991.

Simms, Maria Kay. Dial Detective: Investigation with the 90 Degree Dial. San Diego: Astro Com-
puting Services, 1989.

ADOREA

Adorea, asteroid 268 (the 268th asteroid to be discovered, on August 18, 1884), is
approximately 122 kilometers in diameter and has an orbital period of 5.5 years.
Adorea is a “concept” asteroid; the name means glory and originally referred to the
gift of corn that was given to soldiers after a victory. In a natal chart, Adorea’s loca-
tion by sign and house position indicates where a person gives or receives recogni-
tion. When afflicted by inharmonious aspects, Adorea may indicate negative or false
recognition.

Sources:

Kowal, Charles T. Asteroids: Their Nature and Utilization. Chichester, West Sussex, UK: Ellis
Horwood Limited, 1988.

Room, Adrian. Dictionary of Astronomical Names. London: Routledge, 1988.

Schwartz, Jacob. Asteroid Name Encyclopedia. St. Paul, MN: Llewellyn Publications, 1995.

AESTIVAL SIGNS

The aestival signs are the summer signs, namely, Cancer, Leo, and Virgo.

AETERNITAS

Aeternitas, asteroid 446 (the 446th asteroid to be discovered, on October 27, 1899), is
approximately 52 kilometers in diameter and has an orbital period of 4.7 years. Its
name is Latin for “eternity,” and refers to the immortality achieved by deification.
When prominent in a natal chart, Aeternitas may indicate a person with interest in
the “eternal verities” or one who can expect a long life.

Sources:

Kowal, Charles T. Asteroids: Their Nature and Utilization. Chichester, West Sussex, UK: Ellis
Horwood Limited, 1988.

Room, Adrian. Dictionary of Astronomical Names. London: Routledge, 1988.

Schwartz, Jacob. Asteroid Name Encyclopedia. St. Paul, MN: Llewellyn Publications, 1995.
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AFFINITY

Astrologers use the term affinity to refer to compatibility between certain planets or
signs. It is also used to denote attraction between people whose charts interact harmo-
niously and magnetically with each other.

AFFLICTION

An affliction is (1) any difficult aspect, such as a square, or (2) a more neutral aspect,
such as a conjunction, in which at least one of the planets is a “difficult” planet, such
as Saturn. A planet involved in more than one such aspect, especially if there are no
benefic aspects counterbalancing the hard aspects, is said to be heavily afflicted.

The term affliction has tended to drop out of usage among contemporary
astrologers, although the revival of classical and horary astrology has also revived tra-
ditional terms. Astrologers are more likely to refer to such aspects as inharmonious,
challenging, or difficult. More is involved in this change of terminology than the goal
of making the language less dramatic: Some difficult aspects are necessary to bring
challenges into one’s life, and the modern terminology more accurately denotes chal-
lenge. People without at least a few such aspects in their natal charts usually lack
character and rarely accomplish much in life.

Sources:

Bach, Eleanor. Astrology from A to Z: An Illustrated Source Book. New York: Philosophical
Library, 1990.

DeVore, Nicholas. Encyclopedia of Astrology. New York: Philosophical Library, 1947.

AGE OF AQUARIUS (AQUARIAN AGE)

The Age of Aquarius is one of 12 successive 2,150-year periods, each of which corre-
sponds with one of the 12 signs of the zodiac. In the same manner in which individu-
als born at different times of the year are thought to be dominated by different astro-
logical signs, astrologers also tend to view different historical periods as being domi-
nated by the influence of particular signs. According to this view, Earth, for the past
several thousand years, has been passing through a period dominated by the sign
Pisces (the Age of Pisces). This succession of ages is based on a phenomenon known
as the precession of equinoxes.

Due to the precession of equinoxes, the spring equinox moves slowly backward
through the constellations of the zodiac, so that approximately every 2000 years, the
equinox begins taking place in an earlier constellation. Thus, the spring equinox has
been occurring in Pisces for the past several thousand years and will begin to occur in
the constellation Aquarius in the near future. This is the background for current spec-
ulations about the so-called Age of Aquarius. The phenomenon of the precession of
equinoxes also means that the spring equinox occurred in the sign Aries during the
Hellenistic period (the period of Ptolemy), in Taurus several thousand years prior to
the Hellenistic period, and so forth backward through the zodiac.
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Because of the space between different constellations, it is difficult if not impos-
sible to determine precisely when one age ends and another one begins, although this
has not prevented many practitioners of traditional astrology, as well as esoteric astrolo-
gy, from asserting that the Aquarian Age has already begun. A popular date for the
beginning of the Age of Aquarius is the year 2000. If, however, the Age of Pisces began
with the ministry of Jesus (as many claim), and if each age is 2,150 years in duration,
then, clearly, there is a long way to go before the arrival of the Age of Aquarius.

The contemporary notion of the Age of Aquarius, developed in occult and
theosophical circles in the last century, was mediated to the larger society by the coun-
terculture of the 1960s (as in the well-known song “Age of Aquarius” that was featured
in the rock musical Hair). The metaphysical subculture that emerged as a successor to
the counterculture in the early-to-middle 1970s eventually dropped the appellation
Aquarian Age in favor of New Age. Most popular accounts of the difference between
the Piscean Age and the Aquarian Age emphasize the negative traits of Pisces and the
positive traits of Aquarius. Thus, attention is called to the negative Piscean tendency
to adopt an attitude of blind faith, and to the positive Aquarian tendency to adopt a
more empirical attitude. The limits of this approach—which often ignores positive
Pisces traits as well as negative Aquarius characteristics—should be clear.

A comprehensive critique of the Aquarian Age notion can be found in
Nicholas Campion’s important treatment, “The Age of Aquarius: A Modern Myth.”
Although this work is useful, contrary to Campion’s argument, the ancients did put
forward a theory of successive astrological ages based on the precession of equinoxes
(see Mithraism and Astrology).

Sources:

Bach, Eleanor. Astrology from A to Z: An Illustrated Source Book. New York: Philosophical
Library, 1990.

Campion, Nicholas. “The Age of Aquarius: A Modern Myth.” In The Astrology of the Macro-
cosm. Edited by Joan McEvers. Saint Paul, MN: Llewellyn Publications, 1990.

Ulansey, David. The Origins of the Mithraic Mysteries: Cosmology and Salvation in the Ancient
World. New York: Oxford University Press, 1989.

AGES OF MAN

The Ages of Man refers to the ancient notion that the different stages of human life
are ruled by different planets and the luminaries (i.e., the Sun and the Moon). The
traditional schema was as follows: Moon—growth (ages 1-4); Mercury—education
(5-14); Venus—emotion (15-22); Sun—virility (23-42); Mars—ambition (43-57);
Jupiter—reflection (58-69); and Saturn—resignation (70-99).

AGRICULTURAL ASTROLOGY (PLANTING BY THE SIGNS)

Agricultural astrology is the practice of choosing the time to plant and harvest crops
according to the phase and sign of the Moon. As such, agricultural astrology is a
branch of electional astrology. Planting according to the phase of the Moon—during
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The medieval Wheel of Life with the five Ages of Man: child, young man, mid-life, older,
and senescent. Reproduced by permission of Fortean Picture Library.

the waxing phase for most yearly food crops that produce their yield aboveground—
may be the human race’s oldest astrological practice. In the more recent history of the
West, agricultural astrology has been referred to as “planting by the signs”—the prac-
tice of planting seeds according to the astrological sign of the Moon, which, because
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of the relative shortness of the Moon’s orbit, changes every two or three days. Planting
by the signs has been a regular feature of almanacs, such as The Old Farmer’s Almanac,
and in some agricultural regions (e.g., rural Appalachia) it is still practiced.

Agricultural astrology is the one area of contemporary astrology in which peo-
ple still rely on the traditional classification of fruitful signs and barren signs. If plant-
ed while the Moon (which rules the principle of conception) is in a fruitful sign, crops
supposedly grow bigger and better; planted in a barren sign, crops are less healthy and
less tasty. However, periods during which the Moon is in a barren sign are good for
cultivating the soil for healthy crops and for destroying weeds.

Sources:

Brau, Jean-Louis, Helen Weaver, and Allan Edmands. Larousse Encyclopedia of Astrology. New
York: New American Library, 1980.

Riotte, Louise. Astrological Gardening: The Ancient Wisdom of Successful Planting and Harvesting
by the Stars. Pownal, VT: Storey Communications, 1989.

Starck, Marcia. Earth Mother Astrology: Ancient Healing Wisdom. Saint Paul, MN: Llewellyn
Publications, 1989.

AIR SIGNS

The 12 signs of the zodiac are subdivided according to the four classical elements—
earth, air, fire, and water. The three air signs (the air triplicity or air trigon) are Gemini,
Libra, and Aquarius. Astrologically, air is mental. For people in whom the air element
predominates, ideas and communication are the most important aspects of human life.

This mental trait shows itself somewhat differently in each of the signs of the
air triplicity. Gemini’s airy nature typically manifests as the ability to understand, uti-
lize, and communicate facts; Geminis are natural teachers and communicators. As
Libra’s symbol, the Scales, suggests, Libra’s airiness is expressed as the ability to make
comparisons by weighing and balancing. This sign has a highly developed social
nature that makes Libras talented hosts and insightful psychologists. Aquarius’s airy
quality appears as intuition and the ability to understand universal principles. Aquar-
ius also has a natural inclination to work with others for the uplifting of humanity.

Negatively, air people can be too intellectual and too verbal. Unless counter-
balanced by other factors, excess air in a natal chart indicates an individual who is
stuck at the mental level, never able to manifest ideas in a practical manner. Con-
versely, lack of air can indicate a person who has difficulty communicating and for-
matting clear ideas.

Sources:
Hand, Robert. Horoscope Symbols. Rockport, MA: Para Research, 1981.
Sakoian, Frances, and Louis S. Acker. The Astrologer’s Handbook. New York: Harper & Row, 1989.

ALBEDO

Albedo (literally, “whiteness”) is a measure of the power of a planet, moon, or asteroid
to reflect light.

THE ASTROLOGY BOOK

[13]



Al-Biruni

[14]

AL-BIRUNI

Al-Biruni, whose full name is Abu’l-Rayhan Muhammad ibn Ahmad Al-Biruni, was
born in 973 C.E. in what is now Khiva, Uzbekistan (formerly part of the Soviet
Union). At the time of Al-Biruni’s birth, the area was a suburb of Kath, the capital of
Khwarizm (north and northeast of ancient Parthia on the lower Oxus River in the
region south of the Aral Sea). Known to the classical Greeks and Romans as Choras-
mia, Khiva was the homeland of a people related to the Sogdian Magi who lived to
the south and southeast of Khwarizm on the Oxus in the eastern reaches of what had
once been the Persian Empire. The proximity of Al-Biruni’s general region, which was
bordered on the east by the Hindu Kush, meant that Indian cultural and scientific tra-
ditions had certainly pervaded the region for centuries. Not far away, on the western
shore of the Caspian Sea, lay the remnants of the Jewish empire of the Khazars, which
had fallen to the duke of Kiev four years prior to Al-Biruni’s birth.

Only 23 years after Al-Biruni’s birth, the last of the Khwarizmshahs, Abi
Abdallah Muhammad, a direct descendant of the Khusraws (the last dynasty of Persian
kings before Islam), was overthrown by the Muslim emir Ma’mun ibn Muhammad.
Thus, Persian-Magian traditions lingered in and around Al-Biruni’s birthplace. Indeed,
despite the conversion to Islam, the whole region was steeped not only in Zoroastrian-
ism but also in Manicheanism and astrological doctrines, as is apparent from Al-
Biruni’s Chronologies of Ancient Nations, India and The Book of Instruction in the Elements
of the Art of Astrology. The latter work, which was translated into English by R. Ramsay
Wright in 1934, will hereafter be referred to by its Arabic short title, the Tafhim.

Thus, Al-Biruni came from a highly cultured society known for its mathemati-
cal, scientific, astronomical, and astrological lore. In his various works, Al-Biruni
shows interest in, and familiarity with, the cultures and sciences of the peoples who
surrounded him. He shows profound and advanced knowledge of scientific subjects.
His mind was precise and he was a close observer of nature. He studied the Hindu
numeral system and showed how to determine latitude and longitude accurately.
When he visited India and viewed the Indus Valley, Al-Biruni concluded that it was
an ancient sea basin filled with alluvium. In many ways, he was ahead of his time.

Al-Biruni traveled widely, leaving his birthplace for the Samanid court of Nuh
ibn Mansur at Ghaznah in eastern Afghanistan, the Samanid capital, sometime after
990 C.E. In 998, he went to Gurgan with Qabus ibn Washmgir Shams al-Ma’ali. While
there, Al-Biruni began his Chronology of Ancient Nations, which is dedicated to
Qabus. In this work, completed in the year 1000, he shows advanced understanding of
the comparative chronologies of the surrounding peoples. He seems to have returned
to Khwa'rizm around age 37 and to have remained there until age 46, when his
patron, Abu’l-‘Abbas Ma’mun ibn Ma’'mun, was murdered by rebellious subjects. As a
result of the murder, Mahmud of Ghaznah invaded Khwarizm and subjugated the
country, exiling its ruling class (and Al-Biruni with them) to Ghaznah in the follow-
ing year. Al-Biruni served Mahmud as court astrologer, but somehow found time
between 1016 and 1029 to travel to India and write his classic India, detailing the
social, religious, and scientific characteristics of the Indians. During this period he
also produced the Tafhim, his textbook on astrology and related subjects.
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The Tafhim is a truly remarkable book in several respects. First, it is a medieval
Oriental book dedicated to a woman. This by itself is remarkable. The woman, Ray-
hana bint al-Hasan, was a Persian noblewoman who was apparently a student of Al-
Biruni’s while both were semicaptive at Mahmud’s court at Ghaznah. Virtually every
paragraph of the Tafhim is interesting. Al-Biruni seems to have written both an Arabic
and a Persian version. It contains 550 paragraphs plus a colophon that Al-Biruni tells
us was intended as an aide-mémoire for Rayhana in the form of questions and answers.
The 1934 Wright translation deletes this feature and presents a text arranged in para-
graphs with headings. Though Wright’s translation shows signs of incompletion—it is
typewritten, not typeset, with unpolished notes and comments, and clearly paraphrased
in places—the overall composition and handling of the subject shows Al-Biruni to
have possessed a mind of the highest quality and probity. As a teacher he must have
been outstanding. He writes with clarity and conciseness uncharacteristic of medieval
astrological writers. He tells us, at the very end of the book, that he has set forth what a
beginner needs to know about astrology. He exceeds the modern standards in this
regard and provides us with what amounts to an introduction to mathematics, geogra-
phy, chronology, and astronomy before finally addressing judicial astrology.

As a textbook on astrology, the Tafhim is on a par with Ptolemy’s Tetrabiblos.
Indeed, it is superior to it, in that it contains a good deal of material contained in
Ptolemy’s Almagest as well. Much of the Tafhim is clearly an attempt to epitomize the
Almagest. Its value is in the scope of its contents. In no other astrological work is there
such a comprehensive survey of medieval astrological science and the subjects that
supported it. The book reveals the many-faceted skills and duties of an eleventh-cen-
tury Persian astrologer. Al-Biruni is also interested in the Hindu astrological traditions
and how they differ or coincide with those with whom he is familiar. He also reports
Magian astrological practices. The shortcoming of the book is that, written as an aide-
mémoire, it lacks examples showing how to apply the methods, astrological or mathe-
matical, so thoroughly set forth. However, the book does provide a uniquely clear win-
dow into the level of knowledge attained by a Persian astrologer in 1029. By compari-
son, his European counterparts were deprived.

Al-Biruni’s exposition of astrology places the subject squarely in the context of
the mathematical disciplines. He begins by introducing the student to geometry and
arithmetic to provide the would-be astrologer with the ability to calculate. The calcu-
lations are pre-logarithmic, and geometrical trigonometry is used. Curiously absent is
any mention of the forty-seventh proposition of Euclid, also known as the Pythagore-
an theorem, which Ptolemy used to such good effect in the first book of the Almagest
to find the lengths of chords subtending arcs of the circle.

Al-Biruni’s discussion of arithmetic is Pythagorean, based clearly on Nico-
machus’s Introduction to Arithmetic. Initially, this seems strange and possibly even eso-
teric, until one realizes that ancient calculation in the Middle East, insofar as it was
based on Greek mathematics, was based on theoretical arithmetic such as Nico-
machus’s. As late as the thirteenth century, this was still true in Europe. For instance,
Guido Bonatti, in Liber Astronomiae, asserts that the art of calculation has to do with
the knowledge of numbers and tables, such as the multiplication tables and tables of
roots and powers either found in Nicomachus’s work or suggested by him. In practice,
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such tables were used in conjunction with the abacus. Throughout the geometry and
arithmetic sections, he emphasizes ratio and proportion. As in Ptolemy’s Almagest, the
solution of triangles relies on the application of areas and the Pythagorean theorem.

For reasons he does not make clear, Al-Biruni discusses conic sections in the
Tafhim, an example of the aide-mémoire character of this text. Clearly he must have
explained the relevance of conic sections to astrology to Rayhana, but he does not
make it clear to the reader. If it were not known that scientists in his day (and even in
Ptolemy’s day) knew that light expanded in cone shapes, and that the theory was fair-
ly widely held that astrological influence was transmitted from heaven to earth via the
light of the stars, there would be no hint as to why he included this discussion at all.

Al-Biruni also includes a discussion of the five regular Platonic polyhedra,
equating them, in good Neoplatonic fashion, with the five elements. Paragraph 107
treats the powers of numbers from the first power to the fourth. Paragraph 108 pre-
sents the eleventh-century Persian understanding of the decimal notation of the Hin-
dus, including the use of the cipher as a placeholder. Al-Biruni’s handling of arith-
metic includes an introduction to algebra, which, in his day, was truly “occult.” The
laws regulating it were not yet known, and his very short exposition shows this fact by
its incompleteness. Al-Biruni then introduces astronomy, beginning with the sphere.
Step by step he explains basic geocentric astronomy, discussing the celestial circles,
their subdivisions, the movements of the luminaries (the Sun and Moon) and the
planets, the constellations, and the planetary theories of his day. He, like John Dee,
brings his geocentric astronomy into his geocentric astrology (paragraph 387), inter-
preting the meaning of planets at perigee and apogee and on different places on their
epicycles. He discusses and voices skepticism about the trepidation theory, which held
that the precession of the equinoxes was not constant in a retrograde direction but
oscillated back and forth—an incorrect idea first put forth by Thabit ben Qurrah in
the tenth century. He discusses the World Days and Year according to the Persian
astrologer Abi Ma‘shar and the Hindu conceptions of yugas (the four ages of Hindu
world cycle), kalpas, and manvantaras as found in the Siddhantas.

Al-Biruni next discusses the size and distance of the planets and elements, the
distribution of the land and water masses, and terrestrial longitude and latitude. He
discusses the gnomon (a kind of sundial) and its shadow (so basic for chronology) in
between discussing details of the horizon system of celestial coordinates (azimuth and
altitude).

Having prepared the student with the basics, Al-Biruni then discusses geogra-
phy, including the seven climates, their extent, and their characteristics. His presenta-
tion of the various cities in the climates shows that, although he has a fairly accurate
mathematical sense of the terrestrial globe, his knowledge of exact latitude and longi-
tude on Earth is approximate. One of the surprises of this book is Al-Biruni’s mention
in paragraph 239 of the mythological mountain Meru (the World Axis), under which
angels dwell, and the island Lanka (modern Sri Lanka), where the demons dwell. This
lore is Indian, not Persian, and definitely not Islamic. Could it be that the Persian Al-
Biruni sought to keep ancient traditions common to both Iran and Aryan India alive?
Likewise, paragraph 240 contains another surprise—red as well as white men lived in
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northwestern Europe. He clearly means red-skinned men, as in every one of the other
cases in which he identifies the denizens of the various regions of the world by their
skin color. Could it be that he was repeating reports of contact between the Viking
Rus (who were in the Volga basin and Byzantium in his day) and the Amerindians?

In paragraph 242, Al-Biruni returns to astronomy to pin down with what
degree a given star will culminate, rise, or set. In paragraphs 245-48 he addresses the
houses of the horoscope, using equal houses from the ascendant. Next he discusses the
astronomy of the anniversary on the macrocosmic level as a “Revolution of Years of
the World” in medieval parlance (Aries ingress in modern) and on the microcosmic
level as a solar return for an individual. Paragraph 250 deals with the Saturn-Jupiter
conjunctions. Lunar motion follows, with a discussion of the phases of the Moon fol-
lowed by a presentation on eclipses and the problem of parallax.

Next Al-Biruni switches to the problems of chronology, showing that the
astrologer of his day was called upon to regulate the calendar and to understand how
the calendar of his nation related to those of other nations who used different systems
of chronology. He discusses leap years, solar and lunar years, intercalation, and the
religious festivals of various peoples of the Middle and Far East, including the Indians
and Sogdian Magi. There follows a description of the astrolabe and its use in astrono-
my, desert navigation, and trigonometrical measurements.

After the astrolabe, Al-Biruni returns to the subject of astrology, discussing
the zodiacal signs and their correspondence to directions of the compass, professions,
character, appearance, diseases, crops, and animals. Next he shows the relation of the
signs to each other, the year, and the triplicities. He then expounds on the planets
with their various correspondences. Some of his correspondences seem a bit beside
the point or of little importance; for instance, he lists pimples as a Cancer “disease.”
Paragraph 348 presents us with a surprise, stating that the planets have a tendency to
take on the gender of the sign they are in. This seems to mean that even male planets
become effeminate in female signs! He discusses the Years of the Planets table found
so frequently in medieval texts and consisting of Least, Mean, Great, and Greatest
Years (used in predicting longevity). He confesses that he doubts that people ever
lived as long as the Greatest Years (e.g., the Sun’s Greatest Year is 1,461 years). He
clearly does not know how to use the Greatest Years of the Planets. He then launches
into the dignities and debilities of the planets, their friendships and enmities, and the
halves of signs, decans, paranatellon, terms, ninths (nawamsas), and twelfths
(dwadasamsas). He gives characteristics of individual degrees. Correspondences of
the houses follow in natal and horary figures. The Arabic parts are discussed in para-
graphs 475-80. The subject of application and separation is then addressed. He fol-
lows with more on dignities.

The vexed question of the oriental/occidental positions of the planets (i.e.,
whether they are in the left or right hemisphere of a horoscope) and the effect this has
on their influences is the subject of paragraphs 481-86. The orientality or occidentali-
ty of the planets is found obscurely in Dorotheus’s Pentateuch (first century C.E.) and
gets a fuller and thoroughly problematical treatment in Ptolemy’s Tetrabiblos (second
century C.E.). Al-Biruni’s treatment is based on Al-Kindi’s. It is systematic, ultimately
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not at odds with Ptolemy’s (in fact, he cites the Almagest), and has the advantage of
being somewhat more rational than the available English versions of Tetrabiblos.

In the Tafhim, Al-Biruni begins his discussion of the oriental/occidental ques-
tion with the position of the planets relative to the Sun. He then shows that the supe-
rior planets become occidental when 90° from the Sun (the Sun having passed them).
They then go retrograde and later direct. Then comes the opposition. This divides the
circle into two parts; in one, the planet is oriental, and, in the other, occidental. Al-
Biruni does not say so, but he implies that the other half of the zodiac is handled in
the same way. With the inferior planets a different situation holds. Neither Venus nor
Mercury is ever 90° from the Sun, but both can be on either side of the Sun at an east-
ern or western elongation. The western elongation is oriental; presumably the eastern
is occidental. Al-Biruni asserts that planets in cazimi (within 16° of the center of the
Sun) are strongest. They are weakest when combust (the acceptable distance for this
varies from planet to planet) and are more powerful when oriental than when occi-
dental. There are various degrees of debility when occidental. They also change their
qualities of hot, cold, wet, or dry, depending on their relation to the Sun. Al-Biruni
asserts that the planets change their gender depending on their relation to the hori-
zon, though his discussion of this dimension of the problem of orientality and occi-
dentality is less clear than Ptolemy’s in Tetrabiblos (in Book III, chapter 3 of Robbins’s
translation, and Book III, chapter 4 of the Ashmand translation).

The last section of the Tafhim deals with judicial astrology. It is here that the
author’s lack of examples is most disheartening. Case studies would have been helpful.
He divides the subject of astrology into five categories: (1) meteorology, (2) mundane
astrology relating to famine, plague, epidemics, etc., (3) environmental effects on the
individual, (4) human activities and occupations, and (5) a division including horary
and electional astrology. Al-Biruni says the foundations of this latter division are
unknown: “Here astrology reaches a point which threatens to transgress its proper lim-
its, where problems are submitted which it is impossible to solve for the most part, and
where the matter leaves the solid basis of universals for particulars. Where this bound-
ary is passed, where the astrologer is on one side and the sorcerer on the other, you
enter a field of omens and divinations which has nothing to do with astrology,
although the stars may be referred to in connection with them.”

What today is called natal astrology is subsumed under categories 3 and 4
(environmental effects and human activities and occupations). Al-Biruni considers
two initial points for natal astrology: the conception and the birth. He discusses find-
ing the hyleg and alcocoden for longevity. He finds the length of life through the
alcocoden (which he calls by its Persian name, kadkhuda). He defines the alcocoden as
the planet with the most dignity in the place of the hyleg. The number of years attrib-
uted to the native’s life is determined by whether the alcocoden is angular, succedent,
or cadent. Al-Biruni is less than complete and clear here. He says “a large number” is
given when the alcocoden is angular, “a mean number” when succedent, and “a small
number” when cadent. The tradition is more fully expounded in other medieval
works, such as Bonatti’s Liber Astronomiae and Abt ‘Ali Al-Khayyat’s The Judgements
of Nativities. From the latter two books we learn that the numbers referred to come
from the Years of the Planets table. The rule varies from author to author, but is gener-
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ally that Great Years are given when the alcocoden is angular, the Mean Years when it
is succedent, and the Least Years when it is cadent. Yet, in addition to this, Al-Biruni,
following Ptolemy, still tries to predict the exact time of death by directing the hyleg
to the place of the Apheta. His complete method, therefore, is twofold and seems to
be a fusion of two techniques originally used independently of each other.

He employs solar returns and progressions as well as the divisor (Ruler of the
Year by profection of the ascendant) for discovering the important events in the
native’s life each year. He directs by profection (down to the week) and by term from
year to year. He discusses rectification by the animodar of Ptolemy and the trutine of
Hermes. Feeling assured that he has set forth the knowledge necessary to a beginner,
he warns readers not to exceed the limits of the knowable and thereby bring scorn and
derision upon themselves.

Such then is Al-Biruni’s Tafhim. It is certainly one of the classic works in
astrology and should be closely studied by all interested in the history and practice of
traditional astrology. It opens a window onto the astrological and mathematical exper-
tise of one of the world’s finest astrological minds. Al-Biruni was highly regarded in
his day, and his work was preserved and transmitted. As mentioned, it was a source for
Guido Bonatti’s thirteenth-century Liber Astronomiae, which was itself highly influen-
tial. Except for its failure to provide practical examples, the Tafhim constitutes a veri-
table treasure trove of astrological lore.

—Robert Zoller
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University Press, 1964.

. Ptolemy’s Tetrabiblos. Translated by J. M. Ashmand. London: Foulsham & Co., 1917.

Shumaker and Heilbron. John Dee on Astronomy: Propaedeumata Aphoristica 1558 & 1568.
Berkeley: University of California Press, 1978.

ALCOHOLISM

Alcoholism and other forms of escapist drug addiction are associated primarily with
the planet Neptune and, secondarily, with Pisces, the sign ruled by Neptune. Neptune
is associated with sensitivity to the subtle dimensions of existence. When strong and
positively situated in a natal chart, Neptune can manifest as musical sensitivity, mysti-
cal sensitivity, and so forth. When negatively aspected, however, Neptunian sensitivi-
ty will manifest as deceptiveness or escapism.
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Charles E. O. Carter, an important astrologer of the early twentieth century,
discussed alcoholism and drug addiction in An Encyclopedia of Psychological Astrology.
Carter associated alcoholism and drug addiction with a number of different factors. In
the birth chart of an alcoholic, according to Carter, the Sun and the Moon are almost
always weak by sign and house position, “or else they are badly afflicted, especially in
or from Fire or Water, or both.” Furthermore, “the fifth house (the house of pleasure
and entertainment) is nearly always afflicted by Neptune or by planets in watery signs,
and Mars is very frequently afflicted by Neptune, in or from Pisces.”

A more recent study, reported in Ann Parker’s Astrology and Alcoholism, con-
firmed the importance of Neptune. Parker, however, also found that the planet
Uranus was significantly represented in the horoscopes of alcoholics, especially Moon-
Uranus aspects. She explains this unusual finding by pointing out that a Moon-
Uranus contact, “even linked in good aspect, represents great emotional excitability
and self-will, both charcteristic of the alchoholic.” When linked by a hard aspect,
“these planets produce states of fear and anxiety, extreme self will, a craving for sensa-
tion, restlessness, and a tendency to exaggerate and magnify things,” all of which are
associated with alcoholic personalities.

Sources:

Carter, Charles E. O. An Encyclopedia of Psychological Astrology. 1924. Reprint, London: Theo-
sophical Publishing House, 1963.

Parker, Ann E. Astrology and Alcoholism. York Beach, ME: Samuel Weiser, 1982.

ALETHEIA
Aletheia, asteroid 259 (the 259th asteroid to be discovered, on June 28, 1886), is

approximately 103 kilometers in diameter and has an orbital period of 5.6 years. It is
named after the Greek word for “truth” or “sincerity.” When prominent in a natal
chart, Aletheia shows a sincere person. Its location by sign and house indicates where
one is most sincere or experiences sincerity. When afflicted, Aletheia may signify
insincerity or confrontations with unpleasant truths.

Sources:

Kowal, Charles T. Asteroids: Their Nature and Utilization. Chichester, West Sussex, UK: Ellis
Horwood Limited, 1988.

Room, Adrian. Dictionary of Astronomical Names. London: Routledge, 1988.

Schwartz, Jacob. Asteroid Name Encyclopedia. St. Paul, MN: Llewellyn Publications, 1995.

ALMAGEST

Almagest is a treatise on astronomy by the famous astronomer-mathematician Ptolemy.

ALMANAC

An almanac is a book or booklet containing sets of tables, particularly calendrical tables,
announcing astronomical or astrological events (such as Moon phases, eclipses, and
beginnings of seasons) and carrying historical facts, information on planting by the
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signs, and other types of data. Older almanacs
(the almanac tradition has been traced as far
back as the Hellenistic period) contained
prophetic announcements, a tradition carried on
by modern almanacs, which usually predict the
day-by-day weather on the basis of meteorologi-
cal astrology. In U.S. history, the most well-
known example was Poor Richard’s Almanac
(1732-1757), which was issued by Benjamin
Franklin. The Old Farmer’s Almanac remains pop-
ular in rural areas.

Sources:

DeVore, Nicholas. Encyclopedia of Astrology. New
York: Philosophical Library, 1947.

Gettings, Fred. Dictionary of Astrology. London: Rout-
ledge & Kegan Paul, 1985.

Thomas, Robert B. The Old Farmer’s 1991 Almanac.
Dublin, NH: Yankee Publishing, 1990.

ALMUTEN

Almuten is an Arabic term for the strongest
planet in a natal chart by virtue of essential and
accidental dignities.

ALTITUDE The four sides of the clog almanac are shown extended
to reveal the marks for each day. Reproduced by

In astrology, altitude refers to the angular dis- permission of Fortean Picture Library.
tance (i.e., measured in degrees of an arc) that a

point, planet, or other heavenly body is situated

above or below the horizon. Above the horizon, altitude is measured up to a maximum
angular distance of 90° (directly overhead); below the horizon, down to a maximum of
-90° (directly underneath).

AMBROSIA
Ambrosia, asteroid 193 (the 193rd asteroid to be discovered, on Feburary 28, 1879), is

approximately 42 kilometers in diameter and has an orbital period of 4.2 years. It was
named after food of the ancient gods that was said to have bestowed immortality. Jacob
Schwartz also connects Ambrosia with Saint Ambrose, the Italian bishop, musician,
writer, and warrior. When prominent in a natal chart, Ambrosia may indicate long life.

Sources:

Kowal, Charles T. Asteroids: Their Nature and Utilization. Chichester, West Sussex, UK: Ellis
Horwood Limited, 1988.
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Room, Adrian. Dictionary of Astronomical Names. London: Routledge, 1988.
Schwartz, Jacob. Asteroid Name Encyclopedia. St. Paul, MN: Llewellyn Publications, 1995.

AMERICAN COUNCIL OF VEDIC ASTROLOGY
The American Council of Vedic Astrology (ACVA) was founded in November 1993.

This nonprofit educational organization, located in Sedona, Arizona, is the largest
Vedic astrology organization in the West and is affiliated with the Indian Council of
Astrological Sciences (ICAS), founded by B. V. Raman. The ACVA has offered a
forum for Vedic astrologers of all types and backgrounds, and has served as a network
for them to connect and share their views. ACVA offers a 600-hour certification pro-
gram for learning Vedic astrology through its approved tutors, which is the first real
attempt in the West to teach Jyotish on a broad scale. The council is governed by a
steering committee whose members include: Christina Collins Hill, Dennis Flaherty,
David Frawley, Dennis M. Harness, Edith Hathaway, James Kelleher, William Levacy,
and Chakrapani Ullal.

—Dennis M. Harness, Ph.D., and David Frawley

AMERICAN FEDERATION OF ASTROLOGERS

The American Federation of Scientific Astrologers was officially incorporated in Wash-
ington, D.C., on May 4, 1938, at 11:38 A.M., Eastern Standard Time. There were 61 char-
ter members, of whom 29 were members of an earlier organization, the American Associ-
ation of Scientific Astrologers (AASA), including Elizabeth Aldrich, Elbert and Eliza-
beth Benjamine, Ernest and Catharine Grant, George J. McCormack, Lewis Weston,
Adrian M. Ziegler, Robert DeLuce, Llewellyn George, Keye Lloyd, and Prem H. Joshi (of
India). In addition, there were 32 members of other astrological associations, including
five members from other countries: Gustave Brahy of Belgium; Cyril Fagan of Ireland;
and Dr. Greville Gascoigne, Charles E. O. Carter, and Rupert Gleadow of England.

Adrian M. Ziegler, president of the AASA, served as interim president of the
new organization, but three days later the convention elected Ernest A. Grant as pres-
ident, Ellen McCaffery as vice president, and Martha E. Knotts as secretary-treasurer.
Ernest Grant served as president until 1941, when he was elected executive secretary,
a post he held until 1959. He was succeeded as president by Paul R. Grell, who held
that office from 1959 to 1970, after which Robert W. Cooper assumed the post. In
1979, Doris Chase Doane was elected president.

The founders intended to establish an organization to assist astrologers and
astrological groups, promote the study and practice of astrology, establish a code of
ethics, institute standards of astrological practice, encourage astrological research, and
establish an astrological library. One of the founding cardinal ethical principles was
that an astrologer should not use any method of analysis—other than astrology—
without expressly stating that his or her conclusions were based in part on some other
art. This principle was the signification of the word “scientific” in the original name of
the organization. However, since it was later found that this was not understood by
the general public, that word was dropped from the name in the early 1940s, and
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thereafter the organization has been known as the American Federation of
Astrologers (AFA). It remained in Washington until 1975, when it moved into a new
headquarters building in Tempe, Arizona.

The AFA’s membership has grown from its original 61 to more than 3,000,
including members in more than 30 other countries. It has held biennial conventions
in most even-numbered years since 1938. These typically last five days and offer lec-
tures and workshops on all aspects of astrology.

In 1960, the AFA began offering certification examinations for advanced and
professional members and teachers.

The library has grown from a few dozen books to its present collection of thou-
sands of books and magazines, including original copies of William Lilly’s Christian
Astrology (1647) and Ebenezer Sibly’s The Complete Illustration of the Celestial Science of
Astrology (1784). It also houses complete runs of several leading domestic and foreign
astrological magazines.

The AFA has published hundreds of books and pamphlets since its founding.
It issues a monthly publication, Today’s Astrologer, and, since the organization of a
research section in 1981, the Journal of Research, which is published annually. The
AFA also offers a comprehensive correspondence course in astrology by James H.
Holden, FAFA, based on Edna Carr Edmondson’s A Fifty-Year History of the American
Federation of Astrologers, Inc.

AMICITIA

Amicitia, asteroid 367 (the 367th asteroid to be discovered, on May 19, 1893), is
approximately 20 kilometers in diameter and has an orbital period of 3.3 years. Its
name is a personified form of the Latin word for friendship. When prominent in a
natal chart, Amicitia indicates a friendly personality. The sign and house position
indicate both how one interacts with friends and what one’s friends are like.

Sources:

Kowal, Charles T. Asteroids: Their Nature and Utilization. Chichester, West Sussex, UK: Ellis
Horwood Limited, 1988.

Room, Adrian. Dictionary of Astronomical Names. London: Routledge, 1988.

Schwartz, Jacob. Asteroid Name Encyclopedia. St. Paul, MN: Llewellyn Publications, 1995.

AMOR

Amor, asteroid 1,221 (the 1,221st asteroid to be discovered, on March 12, 1932) was
named after the Roman god of love (corresponding to the Greek Eros). It has an
orbital period of 2% years and is only 1 kilometer in diameter. Amor is one of the
more recent asteroids to be investigated by astrologers. Preliminary material on Amor
can be found in Demetra George and Douglas Bloch’s Astrology for Yourself; an
ephemeris (table of celestial locations) for Amor can be found in the back of the sec-
ond edition of George and Bloch’s Asteroid Goddesses. Unlike the planets, which are
associated with a wide range of phenomena, the smaller asteroids are said to represent
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a single principle. George and Bloch give Amor’s principle as platonic “love and com-
passion.” ]. Lee Lehman associates Amor with intimacy and with nonsexual love, as
well as with the loneliness and anger of being rejected. Jacob Schwartz connects the
name with words like amorphous and amortization, and, similar to George and Bloch,
says that this body is “astrologically interpreted as the capacity of unconditional, spiri-
tual or platonic love and compassion.”

Sources:

George, Demetra, with Douglas Bloch. Asteroid Goddesses: The Mythology, Psychology and Astrol-
o0gy of the Reemerging Feminine. 2d ed. San Diego: Astro Computing Services, 1990.

. Astrology for Yourself: A Workbook for Personal Transformation. Berkeley, CA: Wingbow
Press, 1987.

Lehman, ]. Lee. The Ultimate Asteroid Book. West Chester, PA: Whitford Press, 1988.

Schwartz, Jacob. Asteroid Name Encyclopedia. St. Paul, MN: Llewellyn Publications, 1995.

ANAHITA
Anahita, asteroid 270 (the 270th asteroid to be discovered, on October 8, 1887), is

approximately 52 kilometers in diameter and has an orbital period of 3.3 years. It was
named after a goddess of fertility and procreation in Persian mythology who was asso-
ciated with Mithras. When prominent in a natal chart, Anahita can show an excep-
tionally productive or “fertile” individual. By sign and house location, it may show an
area of great potential that need only be cultivated a little to produce results.

Sources:

Kowal, Charles T. Asteroids: Their Nature and Utilization. Chichester, West Sussex, UK: Ellis
Horwood Limited, 1988.

Room, Adrian. Dictionary of Astronomical Names. London: Routledge, 1988.

Schwartz, Jacob. Asteroid Name Encyclopedia. St. Paul, MN: Llewellyn Publications, 1995.

ANDROGYNOUS PLANET

Traditionally, most planets and signs were designated as either masculine or feminine.
Mercury was the only planet in premodern astrology that was said to be neutral or
androgynous. In contemporary astrology, Uranus has also come to be regarded as an
androgynous planet.

ANGLE (ANGULAR)

The term “angle” can be used in two different ways in astrology. In its primary, tradi-
tional meaning, angle refers to one of the four “corners” (figuratively speaking) of a
chart—namely, the cusps of the first, fourth, seventh, and tenth houses. Planets mak-
ing a conjunction with the angles—which are sometimes called angular planets, par-
ticularly when they are in an angular house—are said to exercise an especially strong
influence over the entire horoscope. In practice, astrologers pay the most attention to
angular planets in the first and tenth houses. Angle is also used as an alternative term
for aspect, as when one talks about the angular relationship between two planets.

THE ASTROLOGY BOOK



Antipathy

ANGULAR DISTANCE

The distance between points in an astrological chart is always expressed in terms of
angular distance. Because the locations of the significant elements of a horoscope are
expressed in terms of degrees and minutes (and, occasionally, seconds) of the zodiac,
the distance between any two points is similarly expressed as so many degrees and
minutes of the arc between them. For example, the angular distance between a planet
located at 3°15” Aries and another planet situated at 24°27" Aries would be 21°12’.

ANGULAR HOUSES

The houses of an astrological chart are classified into three groups of four: angular
houses (the first, fourth, seventh, and tenth), succedent houses (the second, fifth,
eighth, and eleventh), and cadent houses (the third, sixth, ninth, and twelfth). In tra-
ditional astrology, angular houses were regarded as the most powerful houses in which
planets could be positioned. Modern astrologers, however, tend to believe that planets
placed in angular houses have the most influence on the outer, surface aspects of a
person’s life, while planets placed in the cadent houses have the most impact on one’s
inner life. Planets located in succedent houses mediate one’s inner and outer lives.

ANGULAR VELOCITY

The core meaning of angular velocity is the angular distance, expressed in degrees and
minutes of an arc, that a planet travels in the course of a day. By extension, angular
velocity can also be the angular distance a heavenly body moves during any given unit
of time.

ANOMALISTIC PERIOD
(ANOMALY; ANOMALISTIC YEAR)

For a planet, an anomalistic period is the time between two successive perihelions
(the point in a planet’s orbit where it is closest to the Sun). For the Moon, an anomal-
istic period is the time between two successive perigees (the point where it is closest to
Earth). The expression anomalistic period is derived from anomaly, which in astrono-
my refers to the angular distance of a planet from its perihelion or its aphelion. By
extension, an anomalistic year is the period between Earth’s perihelions, which is

365.23964 days.

ANTIPATHY

Congruent with its use in everyday English, antipathy refers to an inharmonious rela-
tionship between certain planets, particularly when they make hard aspects to each
other. The term is also used to refer to the repulsion between people whose charts
interact inharmoniously with each other.
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ANTISCION

Antiscion is a somewhat confusing term that has, unfortunately, come to be used for
more than one notion. Picture the wheel of the zodiac and imagine a straight line
from 0° Cancer to 0° Capricorn so as to divide the circle into two equal halves. If a
planet is located at an angular distance of 45° away from this dividing line (e.g., at 15°
Taurus), its antiscion would be 45° in the opposite direction from the line (e.g., at 15°
Leo). If another planet happens to be located at or very near the antiscion of the first
planet, the two planets are said to have a relationship with each other comparable to a
conjunction aspect. This is the traditional meaning of the term.

Some astrologers have extended the term to apply to points at equal angular
distances from the ascendant-descendant axis (i.e., at equal distances above and below
the horizon) in an individual horoscope.

Sources:

Brau, Jean-Louis, Helen Weaver, and Allan Edmands. Larousse Encyclopedia of Astrology. New
York: New American Library, 1980.

Gettings, Fred. Dictionary of Astrology. London: Routledge & Kegan Paul, 1985.

ANTIVERTEX

The antivertex is the intersection of the ecliptic with the prime vertical in the east.
(The intersection in the west forms the vertex. All horoscope angles—ascendant,
midheaven, etc.—are formed by the intersections of great circles.) Some suggest inter-
preting the antivertex as an auxiliary ascendant—not as significant as the actual
ascendant, but a secondary key to personal action and basic identity instincts. Planets
closely (by three degrees) conjunct the antivertex are like conjunctions to ascendants.
Planets closely conjunct the vertex are like planets conjunct the descendant—themes
and issues met through interactions with other people (and may project onto other
people who are likely to “overdo” those drives). Some authors have suggested a “fated”
quality to the vertex, which probably is because people are not in charge with others,
thus relationship issues often have a “fated” feeling. Sometimes in synastry (chart
comparison) more contacts exist between committed couples involving the
vertex/antivertex than the ascendant/descendant.

—Maritha Pottenger

Sources:
Pottenger, Maritha. East Point and Antivertex. San Diego: ACS Publications, 1984.

ANUBIS

Anubis, asteroid 1,912 (the 1,912th asteroid to be discovered, on September 24, 1960),
is approximately 11 kilometers in diameter and has an orbital period of 4.9 years. Anu-
bis was named after the jackal-headed Egyptian god of the dead, associated with
embalming, guarding tombs and, in a later period, the Greek god Hermes. According
to J. Lee Lehman, individuals in whose natal chart this asteroid is prominent “may rep-
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resent someone for whom death is more than a passing issue.” According to Jacob
Schwartz, Anubis’ astrological interpretation is “death being part of a life process.”

Sources:

Kowal, Charles T. Asteroids: Their Nature and Utilization. Chichester, West Sussex, UK: Ellis
Horwood Limited, 1988.

Lehman, ]. Lee. The Ultimate Asteroid Book. West Chester, PA: Whitford Press, 1988.

Schwartz, Jacob. Asteroid Name Encyclopedia. St. Paul, MN: Llewellyn Publications, 1995.

ANURADHA

Anuradha (“after Radha” or “success”) is one of the Nakshatras (lunar mansions) of
Vedic astrology. Symbolized by a row or furrow, this sign is considered another good
time for marriage and other positive events. Mitra, god of friendship, presides, and the
planet Saturn rules over this Nakshatra from Scorpio 3°20’ to 16°40’. During this peri-
od, people may be more attractive and popular, but also grievous and secretive.

—Pramela Thiagesan

APHELION

Although they approximate circles, all orbits are elliptical. The point in a satellite’s
orbit where it is farthest from the Sun is called its aphelion (from the Greek words
apo, meaning “away,” and helios, meaning “sun”).

APHRODITE

Aphrodite, asteroid 1,388 (the 1,388th asteroid to be discovered, on September 24,
1935), is approximately 22 kilometers in diameter and has an orbital period of 5.2
years. Aphrodite was named after the Greek goddess of sex, love, and beauty, the
equivalent of the Roman goddess Venus. ]J. Lee Lehman associates Aphrodite with
Venus and Astarte (also divinities of sex and fertility), asserting that this asteroid is
more “refined than the other two. Jacob Schwartz characterizes Aphrodite as “procre-
ativity through refined expressions of beauty, sex and fertility.”

Sources:

Kowal, Charles T. Asteroids: Their Nature and Utilization. Chichester, West Sussex, UK: Ellis
Horwood Limited, 1988.

Lehman, J. Lee. The Ultimate Asteroid Book. West Chester, PA: Whitford Press, 1988.

Schwartz, Jacob. Asteroid Name Encyclopedia. St. Paul, MN: Llewellyn Publications, 1995.

APOGEE

Every orbit is elliptical. When a satellite is at its greatest distance from the Earth, it is
at its apogee (from the Greek words apo, meaning “away,” and geios, meaning “earth”).

APOLLO

Apollo, asteroid 1,862 (the 1,862nd asteroid to be discovered, on April 24, 1932) is
approximately 1.4 kilometers in diameter and has an orbital period of 1.8 years. Apol-
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The god Apollo shown in his role at Delphi, a settlement established during the Mycenaean
period where the Temple of Apollo was constructed. Reproduced by permission of Fortean
Picture Library.

lo was named after the Greek sun god, patron of the fine arts, medicine, music, poetry,
and eloquence. According to Martha Lang-Wescott, Apollo indicates where recurrent
learning experiences occur—where people are slow to learn to change our patterns.
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Apollo’s key phrase is “against the odds.” According to J. Lee Lehman, Apollo
can manifest in one of three ways—as a personification of the Sun, as a personifica-
tion of the traits Greek society used to portray the ideal male, and as the giver and
healer of disease. Jacob Schwartz characterizes the astrological associations of this
body as “a personification of the Sun, ideal male, and the giver and healer of disease,
going against the odds, naive optimism.”

Sources:

Lang-Wescott, Martha. Asteroids-Mechanics: Ephemerides II. Conway, MA: Treehouse Moun-
tain, 1990.

. Mechanics of the Future: Asteroids. Rev. ed. Conway, MA: Treehouse Mountain, 1991.

Lehman, J. Lee. The Ultimate Asteroid Book. West Chester, PA: Whitford Press, 1988.

Schwartz, Jacob. Asteroid Name Encyclopedia. St. Paul, MN: Llewellyn Publications, 1995.

APOLLON

Apollon is one of the eight hypothetical planets (sometimes referred to as the trans-
Neptunian points or planets, or TNPs for short) utilized in Uranian astrology. The
Uranian system, sometimes referred to as the Hamburg School of Astrology, was
established by Friedrich Sieggriin (1877-1951) and Alfred Witte (1878-1943). It
relies heavily on hard aspects and midpoints. In decline for many decades, it has expe-
rienced a revival in recent years.

Apollon indicates expansiveness and multiplicity. [t can symbolize everything
from commerce and science to peace and success. In combination with other celestial
bodies, Apollon means lots of (or too many) irons in the fire. It may also indicate dis-
tant career opportunities and potentials, such as in another country.

Based on the speculative orbits of the Uranian planets, the Kepler, Solar Fire
and Win*Star software program will all locate this hypothetical planet in an astrologi-
cal chart.

Sources:

Lang-Wescott, Martha. Mechanics of the Future: Asteroids. Rev. ed. Conway, MA: Treehouse
Mountain, 1991.

Simms, Maria Kay. Dial Detective: Investigation with the 90 Degree Dial. San Diego: Astro Com-
puting Services, 1989.

APORHOEA

The Moon is said to be in aporhoea as it separates from an aspect with one planet and
begins to apply an aspect with another planet.

APPARENT MOTION

It has become astrological tradition to speak about the zodiac and the heavenly bodies
as if they were revolving around the Earth while Earth remains stationary. So that other
people do not regard astrology as locked in a pre-Copernican worldview, astrologers
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sometimes specify that they are talking about the apparent motion of the stars and plan-
ets. In this custom, astrologers are following the same tradition as everyone else who
refers to the daily appearance and disappearance of the Sun—for example, as the “ris-
ing” and “setting” of the Sun—even though most people in industrialized societies
know that it is the axial rotation of the Earth that causes this apparent motion.

APPLYING ASPECT (APPROACHING ASPECT)

When a transiting planet begins to form an aspect vis-a-vis another planet or a house
cusp, it is said to be applying. After the aspect has passed the point of being exact and
the faster-moving planet is pulling away, the aspect is said to be separating. This may
sound confusing, but is really quite simple. To illustrate, suppose Pluto is located at
25° in the sign Capricorn. As transiting Mars gets within about 4° of Pluto (i.e.,
reaches 21°, 22°, 23°, or 24° Capricorn), we say that Mars is applying to (or approach-
ing) a conjunction with Pluto. The conjunction becomes exact when Mars reaches
25° and is separating as soon as Mars transits past 25° Capricorn.

A doubly applying (or doubly approaching) aspect occurs when both planets
are moving toward an aspect. In other words, if in the preceding example Pluto had
been moving retrograde (backward through the zodiac) as Mars moved direct (forward
through the zodiac), the aspect would have been doubly applying. For the purpose of
interpretation, applying aspects are regarded as being stronger than separating aspects.
In horary astrology, separating aspects are regarded as influences that have already
passed. As a consequence, the only aspects considered when judging a horary chart are
applying aspects.

Sources:

Gettings, Fred. Dictionary of Astrology. London: Routledge & Kegan Paul, 1985.
Lee, Dal. Dictionary of Astrology. New York: Paperback Library, 1969.

Louis, Anthony. Horary Astrology Plain & Simple. St. Paul, MN: Llewellyn, 1998.

APPULSE

Appulse refers to either a partial occultation, a conjunction, a planet’s crossing of the
meridian, or the entry of the Moon into the Earth’s shadow.

AQUARIUS

Aquarius (from the Latin word Aquarii, meaning “water carrier”), the eleventh sign of
the zodiac, is a fixed air sign. It is a positive, masculine sign, ruled by the planet
Uranus (before the outer planets were discovered, it was said to be ruled by Saturn).
Its symbol is the water bearer, and its glyph is a pair of wavy lines representing water
(resulting in a frequent confusion about Aquarius’s element, which is air rather than
water). Aquarius is associated with the shins, ankles, and the circulatory system, and
individuals with an Aquarius sun sign are susceptible to sprained ankles, hardening of
the arteries, and varicose veins. The key phrase for Aquarius is “I know.”
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Agquarius and Capricornus from an 18th-century engraving by Montignot. Reproduced by
permission of Fortean Picture Library.

Like certain other zodiacal signs, Aquarius has been associated with more than
one mythical figure. It is most often identified with Ganymede (“cup bearer of the
gods”), a beautiful young man who, after being abducted by an eagle sent by Zeus,
served as Zeus’s cupbearer. Ganymede was also Zeus’s lover, and was said to have been
transformed into the constellation Aquarius.

Cecrops is another mythical figure sometimes associated with Aquarius.
Cecrops, half human and half serpent, was a culture hero who, as king of Attica, put
an end to human sacrifice (by offering cakes instead of flesh to the gods) and founded
a court. He also taught his people writing, the proper manner of burying the dead, and
census taking. He is particularly remembered for deciding a contest between Athena
and Poseidon in favor of Athena. In anger, Poseidon responded by flooding Attica.

Despite the myth of Ganymede, there is no special connection between
Aquarius and homosexuality (Neptune, ruler of Pisces, was the ancient patron of
homosexuals). However, Aquarians tend to be eccentric individuals who enjoy work-
ing with other people. In line with the story of Cecrops, natives of this sign tend to be
humanistic social reformers, with a special aptitude for intellectual pursuits like writ-
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ing. Also in line with the Cecrops myth, census taking reflects the mathematical and
scientific inclinations of Aquarius. While Aquarians are known for being open-mind-
ed, they are also unusually argumentative. They tend to avoid emotions by intellectu-
alizing them—symbolically choosing Athena (goddess of intellect) over Poseidon
(ruler of water, the symbol of emotion) until they are overwhelmed (flooded).

The sign that the Sun was in at birth is usually the single most important influ-
ence on a native’s personality. Thus, when people say they are a certain sign, they are
almost always referring to their sun sign. There is a wealth of information available on
the characteristics of the zodiacal signs—so much that one book would not be able to
contain it all. Sun-sign astrology, which is the kind of astrology found in newspaper
columns and popular magazines, has the advantage of simplicity. But this simplicity is
purchased at the price of ignoring other astrological influences, such as one’s Moon
sign, rising sign, etc. These other influences can substantially modify a person’s basic
sun-sign traits. As a consequence, it is the rare individual who is completely typical of
her or his sign. The reader should bear this caveat in mind when perusing the follow-
ing series of sun-sign interpretations.

One traditional way in which astrologers condense information is by summa-
rizing sign and planet traits in lists of words and short phrases called key words or key
phrases. The following Aquarius key words are drawn from Manly P. Hall’s Astrological
Keywords:

Emotional key words: “The emotional nature is very active but in nega-
tive types not very profound; vivacious, excitable, kindly in disposi-
tion, well-liked, gentle, altruistic, domestic but changeable, unconven-
tional, temperamental, worrying.”

Mental key words: “Inventive, intellectual, fond of literature and sci-
ence, diplomatic, tolerant, reasonable, independent, discreet, opti-
mistic, humanitarian, fixed in opinion.”

At present, there are various astrology report programs that contain interpreta-
tions of each of the 12 sun signs. A selection of these for Sun in Aquarius has been
excerpted below:

You get bored with the status quo and are generally open to whatever is
new. An individualist and a free spirit, you find that your friends are
important to you—as long as they do not try to tie you down by making
too many emotional demands. Remarkably fair-minded when dealing
with large groups or broad issues, you are at the same time not always
emotionally sensitive to the needs of individuals. Your thoughts are off-
beat, and though you’re a bit eccentric, you’re not very changeable. As
a matter of fact, you can be quite stubborn at times. Extremely objec-
tive, with good powers of observation, you would be qualified to study
complicated technical subjects such as science, computers or maybe
even astrology. (From “Professional Natal Report.” Courtesy of Astro-
labe [www.alabe.com].)
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You are a freedom-loving, strong-willed, and independent-minded
individual, and you insist upon living your own life as you see fit, even
if that means ignoring convention and tradition. In personal relation-
ships you cannot be owned or possessed, and while you are willing to
share yourself with another, you do not always adjust easily to the emo-
tional give and take of a close relationship. Though intellectually
open, you can be enormously stubborn, opinionated, and inflexible on
a one-to-one level. You have strong convictions and feelings about fair-
ness and equality, and you try to live by your ideals, but your ideals
about how people SHOULD treat one another don’t always take into
account human weaknesses, differences, and needs. You probably dis-
like sentimentality and traditional gender roles and “games.”

You are fair, intelligent, objective, rational and often let your head rule
rather than your heart. You seem rather self-sufficient and detached
emotionally because you are capable of putting aside your personal feel-
ings and viewing things dispassionately. But once you make up your
mind on an issue, you are difficult to sway and can be rather dogmatic.

You think in broad terms and are concerned with the world beyond
your own personal sphere—your town, nation, or even planet. You are
likely to become involved in community affairs, social organizations,
and groups of all kinds, or to have a keen interest in such. You enjoy
being part of a group endeavor and often find yourself organizing, man-
aging, or supervising group activities.

Forward-looking and progressive, you harbor great hopes for the future.
You stay current and up to date, and respond to contemporary cultural
trends, both in terms of personal style and in terms of ideas. When
young you were very influenced by your peers and by group pressures
and by all the “latest crazes.” You have an experimental mind and are
attracted by the novel.

Your strong points include your concern for human welfare and social
betterment, your sense of fairness and democratic spirit, and your vision.
Your faults are your stubbornness and inflexibility, and a tendency to be
very obtuse and insensitive when it comes to personal feelings and
human needs. (From “Merlin,” by Gina Ronco and Agnes Nightingale.
Courtesy of Cosmic Patterns [http://cosmic.patterns.com].)

Aquarius is the sign of geniuses—and criminals. It represents individu-
ation, which is a five-dollar word meaning the process of being your-
self. Set against your individuation are all the social forces of conformi-
ty. Buy a necktie! Shave your legs! Get hungry at noon! Outwardly,
they show up as peer pressures. Inwardly, those forces are more subtle
but even more formidable: all the internalized scripts that go with hav-
ing once been a very little kid learning how to be human from mom,
dad, and the television set.
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The Aquarian part of you is odd somehow. It doesn’t fit into the social
environment, at least not without betraying itself. In this part of your
life, the more centered you get, the weirder you’ll seem—to Ann Lan-
ders and her crowd. Go for it, and pay the price of alienation or
ostracism. It’s high ... but not as high as the price of living a life that’s
not your own.

With your Sun in Aquarius, the experiences that feed your solar vitali-
ty happen to be ones that most people will think are strange. There’s
nothing spiritually dead about “normalcy”; it just happens that you’ve
come to a point in the soul’s journey in which the path wanders
through the cultural and social fringes. Don’t let that stop you! Be
yourself, even if doing that annoys every figure of authority for miles
around.

Society will try to coerce you into living a life that’s more mainstream
than what’s good for you. It will bribe, threaten, cajole, and intimidate
you. As though that weren’t enough, it will send spies inside your
fortress-walls: people who love you saying, “Please compromise on this!
It tears me up to think what'll happen to you if you don’t!” They’re sin-
cere, but don’t let them sway you. Be yourself. You're sailing in the
thin, high atmosphere of true individuality. And one of the prices you
pay is that, sadly, you'll have to hurt some people to do it. (From “The
Sky Within,” by Steven Forrest. Courtesy of Matrix Software (http://
thenewage.com) and Steven Forrest (http://www.stevenforrest.com).

Among its several natal programs, Matrix Software created a unique report
based on the published works of the early-twentieth-century astrologer Grant Lewi
(1901-1952). Lewi’s highly original delineations were recognized as creative and
insightful by his contemporaries. One measure of the appeal of his work is that his
books Astrology for the Millions and Heaven Knows What are still in print. The follow-
ing is excerpted from the report program “Heaven Knows What”:

“God must have loved the common people; he made so many of them.”

“With malice toward none, with charity for all, with firmness in the
right as God gives us to see the right.” (Abraham Lincoln, born in Aquar-
tus, February 12, 1809.)

“We face the arduous days that lie ahead in the warm courage of
national unity; with the clear consciousness of seeking old and precious
moral values; with the keen satisfaction that comes from the stern per-
formance of duty by young and old alike. We aim at the assurance of a
rounded and permanent national life. We do not distrust the future of
essential Democracy.” (Franklin D. Roosevelt, born in Aquarius, January

30, 1882.)

The motivating force behind Aquarius is some form of the gregarious,
or herd, instinct. He likes folks. He is sociable. In a higher manifesta-
tion, he is social. In a lower manifestation, he thinks that the world—
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the folks—owe him a living. Any way you look at the Aquarian, and
whatever Aquarian you look at, you will find folks at the censor of his
attitude. Either he depends on them or they depend on him. The sign
can go either way. Whether he is a social reformer, or a hobo, people
will be around him; he will be holding them up, or they will be holding
him up. He thinks himself a great individualist, and he may be, but
you'll rarely find him alone. Rich or poor, great or small, deep or shal-
low, he is the life of the party. He may put his mind on the woes of
humanity, solve their problems, give his life for theirs in a figurative or
literal sense. Or he may fritter away his time in pool halls. But he will
always be where there are people, in the flesh or in theory.

His best expression comes when he has hitched his wagon to a star of
social work or one of the social professions: invention, medicine, law,
politics, architecture, literature, science, music or art with some social
application. His worst expression is going places and doing things to no
purpose. Some prime examples of wasted talents come in this sign—as
well as some of the greatest martyrs and benefactors of the human race.
Aquarius is generally misunderstood even when he has achieved great-
ness—and always thinks he is misunderstood when he is wasting him-
self. In love, Aquarius is noble but not necessarily conventional; loyal,
if not faithful; affectionate, if independent, and resentful of intrusion
on his private studies, which may irk the spouse because they never
seem to produce anything except big electric light bills. Aquarius the
social or sociable can be anything or nothing, but the one thing he will
almost never be is lonesome. He may think his spirit yearns for under-
standing, but he will never be far from someone to listen while he
attempts to explain himself. (Courtesy of Matrix Software [http://the
newage.com].)

The following excerpt comes not from a natal report program, but from David
Cochrane’s recent book, Astrology for the 21st Century. Based on lessons for astrology
students, it approaches the signs of the zodiac from a somewhat different perspective
than the other short delineations cited here:

A common interpretation of Aquarius would be something like this:
Aquarius is associated with inventions, discoveries, innovations,
eccentricity, progressiveness, science, humanitarianism, and organiza-
tions. Aquarius is ruled by Uranus and shares many traits with Uranus.
Aquarius is friendly but not intensely emotional.

Of all zodiac signs, Aquarius is the one that the commonly accepted
characteristics have been least easy for me to understand. I have not
found eccentricity or even progressiveness to be consistent traits of
Aquarius! Very often when [ share this observation with other
astrologers (including those whom I greatly respect and whose work 1
admire), they look at me in disbelief, and cannot imagine how I can
fail to see these traits of Aquarius. My view of Aquarius may be com-
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pletely misguided, but I will share it any way as an example of one
astrologer’s attempt to understand how Aquarius affects us.

I see Aquarius as the sign of networking people and ideas. Aquarius
relates ideas of different people to each other. Aquarians are social ani-
mals that typically prefer living in an urban area rather than a rural
area because they prefer having access to the greater number of ideas
and group activities. A person with strong Aquarian emphasis can find
fulfillment in a rural setting too. Church clubs, school activities and
community affairs are important in rural areas, but often Aquarius
enjoys the greater number of options in an urban setting.

The Aquarian inclination to network people together gives it access to
many points of view and very often more ideas and information than
others have. As a consequence, Aquarius does tend to have a liberal
and progressive view, but Aquarius also dearly wants to preserve the
organizations rather than tear them down. Aquarius joins groups, and
very often participates as an employee of a large corporation. Aquari-
ans very often like to think of themselves as great innovators, inven-
tors, or eccentrics because they are not provincial in perspective. They
are cosmopolitan and enthusiastic about modern progressive advance-
ments. They do not cling to the past and they do not fear progress,
partly because they are better acquainted with the progressive develop-
ments generated by corporations and universities, and partly because
they are not sentimental or deeply emotional so the replacement of tra-
ditional methods with new ones is not offensive. However, Aquarius is
a fixed sign, and like all fixed signs it is steady and consistent and not
unstable and erratic like Uranus. Aquarius preserves the group activi-
ties and works to enhance and grow organizations, clubs, corporations,
and groups because it needs them and values them. Aquarians may like
to think of themselves as progressive, but they do not want to radically
disturb the status quo; they want to preserve it. (Courtesy of Cosmic
Patterns [http://cosmic.patterns.com] and David Cochrane [kepler@
astrosoftware.com].)

Many specialized report programs have been developed that offer useful sup-
plements to the generic delineations of general reports. The following sun-sign inter-
pretation has been drawn from a program written by Gloria Star (originally part of her
book, Astrology: Woman to Woman), that generates a specialized report for women:

With your Sun in Aquarius you are a woman whose spirit forges into
the realm of the unusual. As an individual you are unique, and you may
pride yourself on the things that make you different from everyone else.
But you also have a strong desire to connect to those who are like
minded, and may count your friends as your most significant blessings.
Since your Sun speaks of “who you think you are,” you need to realize
that your powerful mind, which can be strongly focused, is your link to
your future, and that you are the creator of that future.
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The most friendly path toward developing and expressing your
willpower and personal drive may be that of education. As an Aquari-
an Woman, you appreciate a well-developed mentality, and may feel
most confident when you are comfortable in your knowledge about a
subject or situation. However, you may have felt as a young girl that
the people who knew the most were men, and you certainly may not
have questioned whether or not a man had the right to be different.
Although you may have felt the impulse to be different, you’ve never
been entirely comfortable with the idea of alienating yourself from the
society of which you are a part. And as you’ve developed your own
individual identity, you may have sensed that becoming who you are
might not exactly fit the model your father had in mind for you. If
you’re owning your personal power, you're confident about expressing
your uniqueness and meeting the world on your own terms. If you’ve
not yet embraced this part of yourself, you may by trying to accomplish
it through projecting these qualities upon your husband or partner. Let
him be the genius in the family! Your own genius may not fully emerge
until you've consciously determined that you, too, deserve to be seen
for who you really are.

Even though you may have found your differences from others painful
when you were a young girl, you've probably discovered that it is your
uniqueness which will provide the impetus to achieving true success.
Your Aquarius Sun adds a drive to attain a clear perception about your-
self, and your need to make a difference in the world can give you cause
to aim for something out of the ordinary. Your real goal may be to tran-
scend the bounds of mere mortality and achieve something that will
open a new pathway. Although this functions primarily at a spiritual
level, it does have its implications on the physical plane. In your fami-
ly, you can be the one who breaks the patterns. On the job you are the
one whose vision and insight inspire new direction. (From “Woman to
Woman,” by Gloria Star. Courtesy of Matrix Software [http://thenew
age.com| and Gloria Star [glostar@aol.com)].)

Responding to the revival of interest in pre-twentieth-century astrology, J. Lee
Lehman developed a report program embodying the interpretive approach of tradi-
tional astrology. The following is excerpted from her book Classical Astrology for Mod-
ern Living and her computer program “Classical Report™:

You are affable, courteous, unenvious, stubborn, merry and jocund, not
given to quarrel, or a religious or spiritual nature, sober of speech, and
strong. You can be ostentatious, but are free from maliciousness.

You are an Air Sign, which means that you are “hot” and “wet.” The
“wet” component means, among other things, that you blur distinc-
tions, and that you are more swayed by passion than by intellectual
argument. At your worst, you see too many connections, becoming lost
in conspiracies. At your best, you spot the connection that everyone
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else missed. Being “hot,” you react to things quickly: by expressing your
anger strongly and immediately, you don’t tend to harbor a grudge.
This is the temperament type that is considered the most ideal, because
you are the most comfortable within a social situation. You appear
warm and friendly to others, and don’t seem too eager to hold them to
an impossible standard.

You are fixed, which means you are strong-willed and stubborn. You
will want to hang onto people and things long after they have ceased to
be useful to you. (Courtesy of J. Lee Lehman, Ph.D. (copyright 1998)
[http://www.leelehman.com].)

Readers interested in examining interpretations for their Chinese astrological
sign should refer to the relevant entry. A guide for determining one’s sign in the Chi-
nese system is provided in the entry on the Chinese zodiac.
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AQUINAS, THOMAS

Thomas Aquinas was a famous thirteenth-century Italian scholar-philosopher and the
official theologian of the Catholic Church. Although not an astrologer, he made some
very influential assertions about the science of the stars. While he acknowledged plan-
etary influence, Aquinas was also concerned to reconcile the apparent determinism of
astrology with free will.

For example, Aquinas asserted that one could utilize powers of rationality to
overcome such forces of determinism. The basis for this assertion was the distinction
Christian philosophy drew between the immortal soul (governed by reason) and the
physical body (governed by sensual desire). As an artifact of this physical world, astro-
logical forces could, according to Aquinas, affect the physical body. The soul, howev-
er, was beyond such forces. Individuals could thus exercise their reason and overcome
planetary influences.

People in groups, however, were ruled more by their passions than by reason.
Thus, the actions of nations, cities, and other organizations—the sphere of mundane
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astrology—were more “fated” than the actions of individuals. Because of the clear dis-
tinction that Aquinas drew between groups and individuals, it has been said that he
was the first person to distinguish natal astrology from mundane astrology.

Sources:

Baigent, Michael, Nicholas Campion, and Charles Harvey. Mundane Astrology. 2d ed. London:
Aquarian Press, 1992.

Brau, Jean-Louis, Helen Weaver, and Allan Edmands. Larousse Encyclopedia of Astrology. New
York: North American Library, 1980.

ARA
Ara, asteroid 849 (the 849th asteroid to be discovered, on February 9, 1912), is

approximately 152 kilometers in diameter and has an orbital period of 5.6 years. Ara
was named after the American Relief Administration (ARA) and represents the giv-
ing of aid. In a natal chart, its sign and house position indicates where and how one is
most likely to give aid or to be aided by others. When afflicted by inharmonious
aspects, Ara may indicate lack of aid or giving aid for the purpose of self-aggrandize-
ment or as a manipulation.

Sources:

Kowal, Charles T. Asteroids: Their Nature and Utilization. Chichester, West Sussex, UK: Ellis
Horwood Limited, 1988.

Room, Adrian. Dictionary of Astronomical Names. London: Routledge, 1988.

Schwartz, Jacob. Asteroid Name Encyclopedia. St. Paul, MN: Llewellyn Publications, 1995.

ARABIC PARTS

The Arabic Parts are arithmetically derived points on the ecliptic (the path the Sun,
from our terrestrial perspective, appears to travel during the course of a year) that rep-
resent the synthesis of two or more astrological components (e.g., planets, house
cusps, or even other Arabic Parts). The longitudinal distance between them is mea-
sured and then projected from a meaningful point in the astrological chart, usually the
ascendant. The degree, minute, and second of zodiacal longitude, this distance
reached is called the part. Modern astrological texts (post-1800) usually do not distin-
guish between diurnal and nocturnal charts (astrological charts—be they natal,
horary, electional, or other—are erected for times when the Sun is above the horizon
or diurnal, or below the horizon or nocturnal), yet the original practice was to do so in
most, if not all, cases. Thus, in diurnal charts the formula is often different from that
in nocturnal charts.

For example, the most commonly used Arabic Part, the Pars Fortunae (Part of
Fortune), is found in a diurnal figure (a traditional term for an astrological chart) by
taking the distance from the Sun to the Moon, in the order of the signs, and projecting
it from the ascendant, also in the order of the signs. Let it be assumed that the ascen-
dant of a native born in the daytime with 12 Pisces 30 rising has the Sun at 4 Aquarius
46 in the eleventh house and the Moon at 0 Taurus 15. The distance between the

THE ASTROLOGY BOOK

[39]



Avrabic Parts

[40]

An ancient Arabian zodiac. Reproduced by permission of Fortean Picture Library.

Lights (a traditional term for the Sun and the Moon) is 85°29’. When this distance is
added to the ascendant, the part is found to be at 67°53’ or 7 Gemini 59.

Should the figure be nocturnal, however, the Part of Fortune is found from the
Moon. Thus, the distance from the Moon to the Sun, in the order of the signs, is
found to be 274°31’. This distance, projected from the ascendant (12 Pisces 30)
locates the part at 257°01° or 17 Sagittarius O1.

In traditional astrology (that practiced in Europe until the mid-seventeenth
century), the Arabic Parts were used for several purposes. First, they were used in
horary figures to assist in judgment when the planetary testimony was obscure. One
circumstance in which this seems to have been done was when, in a horary figure, one
planet is the significator of a matter and another planet applies to some aspect of this
significator. In such a case, the astrologer may not know if the second planet will hin-
der or assist the business. The astrologer might take the distance from the aspect in
question to the significator and—making an Arabic Part of this distance—project it
from the ascendant or other relevant house cusp (say, the third, if the business is about
travel, siblings, etc.). The astrologer would then judge whether the application was
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beneficial or not by determining if the ruler of the part was a benefic. Likewise, a judg-
ment as to good or evil could be made in this way, again on the basis of the benefic or
malefic nature of the part’s ruler. The strength of the ruler of the part and its aspect (or
lack of same) to the significator could also yield helpful information. This is what
Guido Bonatti obscurely alludes to when he cites Albumasar in his discussion of the
parts in Liber Astronomiae. Lynn Thorndike, in The History of Magic and Experimental
Science, calls Bonatti “the most influential astrologer of the thirteenth century.” Bon-
atti’s work (Liber Astronomiae) was a major source for traditional medieval European
astrological practice.

In his “146 Considerations” (Tractatus V of Liber Astronomiae; translated into
English and published by Henry Coley in 1676, and recently republished by the
American Federation of Astrologers under the title Anima Astrologiae), Bonatti dis-
cusses another way the concept of the parts could be used to clarify murky testimony
in horary figures when the planetary indications are inscrutable. He suggests making
parts of those house rulers that related to the matter considered. This is what he advo-
cates in Considerations 144 and 146.

Jean Ganivet, in Amicus Medicorum (1508), provides us with an example of
the use of the parts in iatromedical diagnosis. He casts a horary figure for the dean of
Vienne, seeking to determine whether the dean would survive his current illness or
not. He concludes, after considering the Lights, the Part of the Killing Planet, the Part
of Death, the Part of Life and the Part of Fortune, all of which were adversely placed,
that the dean will fall into delirium in 24 hours and die within two days. He reports
that such was the case.

In natal figures, the parts were usually used to get a deeper understanding of
the native’s life. For instance, the Part of Fortune was called the lunar ascendant and
provided the medieval astrologer with information relating to the native’s inner moti-
vation (as opposed to outer drives imposed upon one by physical and worldly
demands). The Part of the Sun (Pars Solis, Pars Futurorum, Pars Spiritus, Pars Daemo-
nis) signifies, Bonatti tells us, in Libe Astonomiae, the soul and the body and their qual-
ity, as well as faith, prophecy, religion and the culture of God, secrets, cogitations,
intentions, hidden things, etc. It is found in a way different from that in which the
Part of Fortune is found: In diurnal figures, the distance from the Moon to the Sun is
projected from the ascendant; in nocturnal figures, the distance from the Sun to the
Moon is projected from the ascendant. Bonatti’s work catalogs the parts according to
the themes of the houses. His parts of the seventh house contains numerous parts
intended to reveal the marital fidelity of husband and wife, thus providing the
astrologer with material useful in synastry, although it is here that his medieval monk-
ish misogyny shines forth most glaringly.

The parts also had application in economic forecasting. Bonatti gives us an
involved (and largely accurate) technique for commodities forecasting! In addition,
the parts were used in mundane figures (ingresses; also known as Revolutions of Years

of the World).

The parts were used extensively by the Arabic astrologers, who greatly
increased their number. Bonatti, who relies on Arabic sources, lists 128 parts. Al-
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Biruni, who is one of Bonatti’s sources, lists 143. Al-Biruni advocated a rational
astrology based on actual astronomical verities and expressed doubt bordering on
scorn with regard to horary astrology, which he likened to sorcery. In discussing the
parts (which he calls Lots), he complained, “It is impossible to enumerate the lots
which have been invented for the solution of horary questions and for answering
enquiries as to prosperous outcome or auspicious time for action; they increase in
number daily.”

This proliferation led to the superficial and promiscuous abuse of the parts by
shallow practitioners who did not appreciate that the parts were never intended to
replace the testimony of the primary figure. Accurate delineation of the parts depends
on accurate delineation of the figure.

The history of the parts predates their Arabic usage, stretching back to the Hel-
lenistic Period, perhaps as early as 300 B.C.E., and, conceivably, even to Greco-Baby-
lonian times. Thus, the name “Arabic” Parts is a misnomer. The parts are found in
Dorotheus’s Pentateuch (first century C.E.) and in the Liber Hermetis, which Wilhelm
von Gundel and Le R. P. Festugiere regard as a pre-Islamic Hellenistic Hermetic text
exemplifying Egyptian temple astrology of an era possibly as early as the third century
B.C.E. Thus, the “Arabic” Parts might better be called Hermetic or Egyptian Parts.

The rather vague handling of the Part of the Sun and the Part Hyleg by Bonat-
ti, Albumasar, and Al-Biruni also implies that the parts originated in pagan times.
Bonatti, drawing on Albumasar and Al-Biruni, seems intentionally vague in merely
mentioning that the Part of the Sun was relevant to “faith, prophesy and the culture
of God.” He does not elaborate on this in any way. Al-Biruni, who gives symbols for
many of the parts, indicates the Part of the Sun, which he calls the Part of the Dae-
mon, as a circle with two horns—as a crescent emerging from behind a disk. The
glyph resembles the head of a medieval Roman horned demon; a figure not originally
regarded as evil. In light of the well-attested fact that much of the astrological lore of
Albumasar, Al-Biruni, Messahalla, and others came from the polytheistic Hermetic
Sabian community at what is today Harran, Iraq, there has been a long-standing
assumption on the part of some esotericists that the medieval astrological tradition
was a vehicle for preserving the Hellenistic pagan Hermetic gnosis. This assumption
appears correct. The reticence of both the Muslim and Christian writers (such as
Albumasar, Al-Biruni, and Bonatti) was probably due to their wish to avoid censure
by their respective religious authorities. The daemon referred to in the name Part of
the Daemon may well be the Neoplatonic—Hermetic Agathodaemon, which was the
chief deity of the pagan Sabians.

Another part that receives vague treatment by Bonatti is the Part Hyleg. Bon-
atti says that it is the root of the other parts and can exist without them, but they can-
not exist without it and that “the ancients could have said more about it had they
wanted but refrained from doing so because it was involved with other things.” This
statement is the very epitome of obscurity. The key to the mystery of this part is to
determine how it is found and how it got its name. It is calculated as the line extend-
ing from the position of the conjunction or prevention (i.e., the new or full moon)
prior to birth to the position of the Moon at the time of birth and then projected from
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the ascendant. It is also called the Radix Vitae (Root of Life) and comprehends the
whole life of the native, which links it to the Gnostic and Hermetic mysteries of rein-
carnation discussed in the Corpus Hermeticum (attributed to Hermes Trismegistus).
Although the Corpus Hermeticum we have today dates from the early centuries C.E.,
the cult whose doctrines it embodies began to coalesce in Egypt with Alexander’s con-
quest (323 B.C.E.) around the notion that the Greek god Hermes and the Egyptian
Thoth were one in the same, an idea that had been commonly accepted since Plato’s
time. The Hermetic doctrine of reincarnation, which bears resemblance to the Hindu
and Buddhist concepts, is found scattered throughout the libelli comprising the Cor-
pus, but the following are especially relevant: Libellus I, sections 13—18; Libellus 111,
section 4; Libellus VIII; and Libellus X, sections 16—22. In Libellus XI, sections 7—8a,
the Moon is referred to as “the instrument by which birth and growth are wrought,”
and we are told that the Moon “divides the immortals from the mortals.”

This new understanding of the antiquity of the parts may not be the final
word. If the parts, as it now seems certain, were used as early as 300 B.C.E., we may be
dealing with a tradition that is far older. The ancient usage of the parts has had an
effect on modern astrological practice. Besides being resurrected in the twentieth cen-
tury in the context of traditional astrology, the concepts underlying the parts have
been influential in modern astrological innovations. For example, the Arabic Parts
prefigure by at least 2,000 years the planetary pictures of the Hamburg School of
Uranian Astrology and similar practices of the chronobiologists.

—Robert Zoller

Sources:

Al-Biruni, Abu’l-Rayhan Muhammad ibn Ahmad. The Book of Instruction in the Elements of the
Art of Astrology. Translated by R. Ramsay Wright. London: Luzac & Co., 1934.

Benatti, Guidonis. Liber Astronomiae, Traetatus V. Translated by Henry Coley as The Astrologer’s
Guide: Anima Astrologiae. American Federation of Astrologers, Washington DC, 1970.
(Originally published 1676.)
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Hermetica. 4 vols. Translated and edited by Walter Scott. Dawsons of Pall Mall, London: 1968.

Thorndike, Lynn. The History of Magic and Experimental Science. 8 vols. New York: Columbia
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ARACHNE

Arachne, asteroid 407 (the 407th asteroid to be discovered, on October 13, 1895), is
approximately 104 kilometers in diameter and has an orbital period of 4% years.
Arachne was named after a Greek dyer and weaver who, after a competition with
Athena, hanged herself and changed into a spider. This asteroid’s key words are
“entangled” and “network.” According to Martha Lang-Wescott, Arachne indicates
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“reactions to people and situations that are very involved.” Jacob Schwartz gives this
asteroid’s astrological significance as “pride in the ability to handle intricate detail,
creation of intrigue.” It also represents webs (both actual and psychological), intrigue,
entanglement, and perceptions of intricacy.

Sources:

Lang-Wescott, Martha. Asteroids-Mechanics: Ephemerides II. Conway, MA: Treehouse Moun-
tain, 1990.

. Mechanics of the Future: Asteroids. Rev. ed. Conway, MA: Treehouse Mountain, 1991.

Schwartz, Jacob. Asteroid Name Encyclopedia. St. Paul, MN: Llewellyn Publications, 1995.

ARCHER

The Archer is a popular alternative name for the sign Sagittarius.

ARDRA

Ardra (moist or perspiring) is one of the Nakshatras (lunar mansions) of Vedic astrol-
ogy. Rudra, the god of storms, presides over this sign, symbolized by either a teardrop
or drop of sweat. Ardra lies between Gemini 6°40” and 20° and is ruled by the planet
Rahu. This is considered a good time to do difficult physical work, and people may
find themselves having a better memory and better skilled at manual labor, while also
a bit more arrogant or reckless with their moon in this Nakshatra.

—Pramela Thiagesan

ARIES

Aries (from the Latin word for ram), the first sign of the zodiac, is a cardinal sign and a
fire sign. It is a positive, masculine sign ruled by the planet Mars. Its symbol is the
Ram, and its glyph is said to represent a ram’s horns. It takes its name from the Greek
god of war, making it one of the few signs with a well-developed mythology. Aries is
associated with the head, and people with an Aries sun sign are prone to headaches
and injuries to the head and face. The association of the head with Aries is the source
of the word headstrong, which characterizes people with a strong Aries nature. As the
first sign, the key phrase for Aries is “I am,” representing the birth of awareness.

Although Zeus, king of the Greek gods, fathered many children, Aries was the
only son by his wife, Hera. Aries ruled war and was said to delight in conflict. He was also
impulsive, often defying the fates. According to most accounts, Aries never married but
had many love affairs, best known of which was his liaison with the goddess of love, by
whom he fathered Eros (source of the term “erotic”). His nature was simultaneously brave
and insolent, and in ancient works of art he was portrayed as young and handsome.

Like its namesake, the sign Aries is youthful and impulsive. Arian nature can
manifest positively as bravery in the act of standing up for one’s rights. Negatively, the
same nature can manifest as crudeness, pushiness, overaggressiveness, and even vio-
lence. Arians tend to be egotistical, though it is the unself-conscious egotism of a
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child (in contrast to the fully self-conscious ego-
tism of those under a sign like Leo). They are
quick to anger, but just as quick to forgive. As
natives of the first sign of the zodiac, they are
often pioneers, but they are infamous for the dif-
ficulties they have finishing what they begin—
they enjoy the excitement of being the first into
new territory but prefer to let others map it out.
Like all fire sign natives, they are fond of physi-
cal and social activity.

The sign that the Sun was in at birth is
usually the single most important influence on a
native’s personality. Thus, when people say they
are a certain sign, they are almost always refer-
ring to their sun sign. There is a wealth of infor-
mation available on the characteristics of the
zodiacal signs—so much that one book would
not be able to contain it all. Sun-sign astrology,
which is the kind of astrology found in newspa-
per columns and popular magazines, has the
advantage of simplicity. But this simplicity is
purchased at the price of ignoring other astro-
logical influences, such as one’s Moon sign, ris-
ing sign, etc. These other influences can sub-
stantially modify a person’s basic sun sign traits.
As a consequence, it is the rare individual who
is completely typical of her or his sign. The
reader should bear this caveat in mind when
perusing the following series of sun sign inter-
pretations.

A seventeenth-century manuscript page showing Aries
the ram. Reproduced by permission of Fortean Picture
Library.

One traditional way in which astrologers condense information is by summa-
rizing sign and planet traits in lists of words and short phrases called key words or key
phrases. The following Aries key words are drawn from Manly P. Hall’s Astrological

Keywords:

Emotional key words: “Courageous, enthusiastic, imaginative, energetic,
excitable, proud, impulsive, audacious, not domestic, hasty, brusque,
sharp, passionate, quick-tempered, intemperate.”

Mental key words: “Executive, enterprising, pioneering, confident,
ingenious, scientific, explorative, independent, expedient, precise, pro-
gressive or intolerant in religion [one extreme or the other], aggressive,

competitive.”

At present, there are various astrology report programs that contain interpreta-
tions of each of the 12 sun signs. A selection of these for Sun in Aries has been

excerpted below:
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By nature, you are very energetic and high-spirited. You are fiercely
independent—you must be first in everything you do, and you enjoy
taking risks. You are the one who will rush in where angels fear to
tread. Quite brilliant at initiating new projects, you are terrible at fol-
lowing them through to completion. You are an enthusiastic leader but
you tend to be a reluctant follower. Often you are quick to anger, but
you usually recover just as fast, regretting later things you said when
you were upset. One of your best traits is that you are simple and direct,
blunt and honest—just be careful you do not hurt others’ feelings. Your
need to be competitive at all costs may provoke resistance from others,
but, as long as you maintain your usual Sunny good humor, this should
not prove to be a major problem for you. (From “Professional Natal
Report.” Courtesy of Astrolabe [http://www.alabe.com].)

You are a person who thrives on challenge, and you often feel that you
must battle your way through life, depending upon no one and nothing
but your own strength, intelligence, and courage. You believe in being
totally honest, true to oneself and one’s own vision and convictions,
even if that means standing alone. Honesty, integrity, personal honor,
and authenticity are your gods, and you have no sympathy for weakness
of character in others.

You crave the freedom to do things in your own way, and you work very
well independently. Cooperating with others or carrying out another’s
will is not your style. You like to be the chief—or to go it alone.

You love action and if others are settling down into a nice, comfortable
little rut, then you are always ready to stir things up, do something new,
make changes, bring in some fresh blood. Routine and sameness are
like death to you. You are not afraid of trying something that’s never
been done before, and even though you may be seen as a fool some-
times, you also discover, invent, and initiate things that others will
later emulate. Taking risks and following your own star are the breath
of life for you, and you wilt (or get very frustrated and angry) if you
cannot do this.

You are spontaneous, impulsive, direct, enthusiastic, and assertive. You
believe in the power of positive thinking and positive action, and you
think of yourself as a strong person—even invincible. You hate being
ill or in any way in a position of dependency. Accepting your own
human limitations and emotional needs is often difficult for you.

You are basically aggressive in your attitudes and have less facility in
the receptive arts of relating to others, picking up subtle messages and
nuances, listening, nurturing, and harmonizing. Often you are so fired
up about your own projects or goals that you inadvertently run over or
ignore other people’s feelings and interests. Being receptive and appre-
ciative of others’ contributions, ideas, and feelings would go a long way
in improving your relationships. Your impatience to get on with things
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causes you to be rather insensitive, and to therefore alienate others
unnecessarily. You also frequently try to accomplish your ends by using
anger or some version of a temper tantrum. You would gain much by
learning to slow down, relax, and just let things be sometimes, but your
energetic, restless nature rarely allows you to do this. (From “Merlin,”
by Gina Ronco & Agnes Nightingale. Courtesy of Cosmic Patterns
[http://cosmic.patterns.com].)

Courage! That’s what Aries is all about. Traditionally this sign is repre-
sented as the Ram—a fierce, frightening creature. That’s a pretty good
description of how this energy looks from the outside. Inside, it’s differ-
ent. Not the Ram, but the newborn robin, two days old, just hatched
from its shell, living in a world full of creatures who think of it as
breakfast. Does it cower? No—the little bird flaps its stubby wings and
squawks its head off, demanding its right to exist. That’s Aries: the raw
primal urge to survive. Existential courage.

Courage is a funny virtue—it has to be scared into a person. In the evo-
lutionary scheme of life, Aries energy has a disconcerting property: it
draws stress to itself. You can choose a life of risk and adventure. Or
you can choose a life of one damn thing after another. Refuse the first,
you'll get the second.

With the Sun in Aries, there’s a hidden spiritual agenda behind the
dramatic tone of your life: you're getting braver. Every month, every
year, you attract a set of challenges. As you’ve probably noticed, you’re
a magnet for stress. Sounds terrible, right? Don’t worry: you have a
choice. There are two kinds of stress: the kind we hate and the kind we
like. The kind we like we generally call by other names, like exhilara-
tion and adventure ... which, for you, is the path of destiny. Accept it.
Live the gambler’s life. Risk the lows for the sake of the highs. Do it, or
all that fire inside you will turn sour, emerging as tension, argumenta-
tiveness, and pointless trouble. (From “The Sky Within,” by Steven
Forrest. Courtesy of Matrix Software [http://thenewage.com] and
Steven Forrest [http://www.stevenforrest.com.)

Among its several natal programs, Matrix Software created a unique report
based on the published works of the early-twentieth-century astrologer Grant Lewi
(1901-1952). Lewi’s highly original delineations were recognized as creative and
insightful by his contemporaries. One measure of the appeal of his work is that his
books Astrology for the Millions and Heaven Knows What are still in print. The follow-
ing is excerpted from the report program “Heaven Knows What”:

“Here lies Thomas Jefferson, author of the Declaration of Indepen-
dence, of the Statute of Virginia for religious Liberty, and founder of
the University of Virginia.” (Self-written epitaph of Thomas Jefferson,
born in Aries, April 13, 1743.)

Aries’ great independence is a symptom of vitality and physical energy
and becomes intellectualized later in life, if at all. The highest type of
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Arian becomes capable of idealizing and universalizing his love of inde-
pendence, which has its source in egocentricity. The first ambition of
the Arian is to be first. He is an inveterate contestant, a professional
competitor. His object is not so much the material stake as the glory of
winning. He will never boast about coming in second; the also-rans he
beats impress him less than the one fellow who beats him and thus
steals his rightful place at the head of the procession.

Literally as well as figuratively this first-ness shows. Your Arian walks
one step ahead of his companions, goes through doors first, has the first
word (and often the last) in any argument. He loves arguments, not as
a means of arriving at truth so much as a means of demonstrating that
he can come out in front. He often wins by sheer noise and vitality—
that is, he makes the other fellow cry uncle. Aries is frequently original
in his efforts to be first, and, when not original, is sure to be novel. Any
Arian who doesn’t understand the difference between originality and
novelty should study the two words till he does. When an Arian is orig-
inal he is a pioneer, an inventor, a great thinker. When he is only
novel, he is putting first his ego ideal to be first and neglecting to make
his ideas sound and his methods practical. He thus loses the benefit of
his energy, his genius and his ambition. All the bugaboos of the ego
beset the Arian, and he must beware of self-centeredness. This can
make him arrogant, conceited, self-pitying, self-assertive, and in the
face of opposition or restraint can lead to delusions of persecution in
mild or acute form. To forget self, to become absorbed in mental mat-
ters, to put ideas first, and to make sure that originality (or novelties)
rest on a sound basis of fact, to see the other fellow’s point of view, and
to regard the other fellow’s needs, wishes, desires just as seriously as his
own are the means by which Aries may emphasize his great good
points, and insure that his desire to be first shall actually cause him to
be first. (Courtesy of Matrix Software [http://thenewage.com].)

The following excerpt comes not from a natal report program, but from David
Cochrane’s recent book, Astrology for the 21st Century. Based on lessons for astrology
students, it approaches the signs of the zodiac from a somewhat different perspective
than the other short delineations cited here:

The usual interpretation of Aries is that it is ruled by Mars, the warrior,
and inclines a person to be strong and independent. Aries is the pio-
neer and prefers to blaze its own trail rather than follow the crowd.

My personal observation of Aries is that it does indeed incline a person
to prefer functioning independently and accordingly to their own
instincts, and they often are very poor in cooperating with others.
They do not solicit the opinion of others, and instead make decisions
according to what seems best to them. I have not found Aries to be
combative or physically forceful, although their reluctance to cooper-
ate with others can cause problems in relationships.
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No astrologer has a monopoly on truth, and I realize that my emphasis
on Aries being independent but not necessarily forceful is not a view
shared by a great number of astrologers. These views of Aries are just
the opinion of one astrologer, and are based on consultations with
clients for many years. Progress in determining consistently accurate
traits is difficult because there are many hundreds of astrological influ-
ences in the birth chart (thousands if you use some techniques) and
any of these astrological influences may be responsible for the trait you
are ascribing to the person, and additionally there are many ways that a
person can respond to the astrological influences. I remember one par-
ticular week when I had 3 clients whose Sun sign was Aries and overall
all 3 of the people were rather gentle, even passive, but all 3 of them
had problems in personal relationships because of their “lone wolf”
approach to life; they simply did not share openly, cooperate, or com-
promise, and insisted on following a career path that suited their per-
sonal taste, and all 3 were uncomfortable in an employment situation
where they could not be their own boss. This kind of anecdotal evi-
dence is generally all that we have to work from, so from a scientific
perspective all astrological theory is highly speculative and there is lit-
tle wonder that there are a large number of opinions. (Courtesy of Cos-
mic Patterns [http://cosmic.patterns.com} and David Cochrane
[kepler@astrosoftware.com].)

Several specialized report programs have been developed that offer useful sup-
plements to the generic delineations of general reports. The following sun-sign inter-
pretation has been drawn from a program written by Gloria Star (originally part of her
book, Astrology: Woman to Woman) that generates a specialized report for women:

With the Sun in Aries your independent way of thinking and doing
things may be quite powerful. Your ego self is driven by a need for
autonomy. You need plenty of room to move, and the idea of being
penned in makes you feel unsettled. You simply do not like waiting,
and prefer spontaneity to planned situations. You may also be more
comfortable taking the lead, which can be daunting for some of the
men in your life. Since your Sun indicates “who you think you are,”
you may realize that if you see yourself as autonomous, then situations
in your life are more likely to develop which allow you to express your-
self in a more self-determined manner.

Through your Aries Sun, you have the capacity to develop a strong
level of autonomy and self-direction. You may be a self-starter and will
prefer to address life on your own terms. However, you can have a little
difficulty trying to figure out how to go after the things you want with-
out alienating others. If your approach is too brash or abrasive, you’ll
meet with resistance and end up feeling that you’re always defending
yourself. Despite being a woman, you may be okay in situations with
“the guys,” especially if you're involved in sports or other activities in
which there are more men than women present. Since you can be com-
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petitive, you may set up situations which provide a challenge, but you
do not need to feel that you're always doing battle. You need some pos-
itive outlets through which you can develop your willpower, and may
enjoy a career path which requires you to forge into new territory from
time to time. You're an excellent leader, and whether you’re working in
the world, guiding your family through a crisis or seeking spiritual clari-
ty, you can forge a path which others readily follow.

With your Sun in Aries you’ll enjoy forging a life path which chal-
lenges your sense of personal strength and courage. Your ability to blaze
your way to the top in any situation is quite noticeable, although you
can be a little abrasive if your eye is simply on the prize and you fail to
pay attention to others around you. When a situation calls for leader-
ship, you’re the natural choice. (From “Woman to Woman,” by Gloria
Star. Courtesy of Matrix Software [http://thenewage.com] and Gloria
Star [glostar@aol.com].)

Responding to the revival of interest in pre-twentieth-century astrology, J. Lee
Lehman developed a report program embodying the interpretive approach of tradi-
tional astrology. The following is excerpted from her book Classical Astrology for Mod-
ern Living and her computer program “Classical Report™:

You are witty, quick to anger, yet lethargic, with a tendency toward
headaches, especially migraines. You are noble-spirited, very coura-
geous and valiant, and honorable.

In astrology the sign Aries is considered to be Cardinal. This means
that you are better at starting new things than you are at finishing
them. Aries the Ram, being a four-footed sign, means that you have a
strong sex drive. This also means that you can be vicious or violent if
angered.

Aries is also a Fire Sign, which, according to classical astrology is “hot”
and “dry.” The “dry” component means, among other things, that you
see distinctions easily, and that you are more swayed by intellectual
argument than by passion. Being “hot,” you react to things quickly: by
expressing your anger strongly and immediately, you don’t tend to har-
bor a grudge. You may be perceived by others as angry, but that’s only if
they are not “hot” as well. You will be perceived as having high energy
levels. You are often aware of a curious stillness amidst the seeming
activity. You may need more sleep than colder types in order to
recharge your batteries. (Courtesy of J. Lee Lehman, Ph.D., copyright
1998 [http://www.leelehman.com].)

Readers interested in examining interpretations for their Chinese astrological
sign should refer to the relevant entry. A guide for determining one’s sign in the Chi-
nese system is provided in the entry on the Chinese zodiac.

Sources:
Cochrane, David. Astrology for the 21st Century. Gainesville, FL: Cosmic Patterns, 2002.
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ARMILLARY SPHERE

An armillary (from Latin word armilla, meaning
“bracelet”) sphere is a skeletal sphere consisting of
rings that represent the more important celestial
circles utilized by astrologers—the ecliptic, the

meridian, the horizon, the celestial equator, etc. An illustration of the type of armillary sphere used by
the great scientist Tycho Brahe. Reproduced by

permission of Fortean Picture Library.

ARMISTICIA

Armisticia, asteroid 1,464 (the 1,464th asteroid to be discovered, on November 11,
1939), is approximately 17 kilometers in diameter and has an orbital period of 5.2
years. Armisticia is a concept asteroid, named after armistice. J. Lee Lehman associ-
ates this asteroid with peace treaties; Jacob Schwartz associates it with peace-making
as well as peace treaties.

Sources:

Kowal, Charles T. Asteroids: Their Nature and Utilization. Chichester, West Sussex, UK: Ellis
Horwood Limited, 1988.

Lehman, J. Lee. The Ultimate Asteroid Book. West Chester, PA: Whitford Press, 1988.

Schwartz, Jacob. Asteroid Name Encyclopedia. St. Paul, MN: Llewellyn Publications, 1995.

ARTEMIS

Artemis, asteroid 105 (the 105th asteroid to be discovered, on September 16, 1868), is
approximately 126 kilometers in diameter and has an orbital period of 3.6 years.
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Artemis was named after the Greek goddess of the hunt. J. Lee Lehman associates this
asteroid with the psychological urges evoked by “the hunt”—hunting, killing, and eat-
ing. Jacob Schwartz gives the astrological significance of Artemis as “relating to child-
birth, animal husbandry, hunting and devouring as a form of emotional absorption
and transmutation.”

Sources:

Kowal, Charles T. Asteroids: Their Nature and Utilization. Chichester, West Sussex, UK: Ellis
Horwood Limited, 1988.

Lehman, J. Lee. The Ultimate Asteroid Book. West Chester, PA: Whitford Press, 1988.

Room, Adrian. Dictionary of Astronomical Names. London: Routledge, 1988.

Schwartz, Jacob. Asteroid Name Encyclopedia. St. Paul, MN: Llewellyn Publications, 1995.

ARTHUR
Arthur, asteroid 2,597 (the 2,597th asteroid to be discovered, on August 8, 1980), is

approximately 20 kilometers in diameter and has an orbital period of 5.2 years. Arthur
was named after the semi-mythic king of England. The Celtic artos means “bear.”
According to ]. Lee Lehman, the person in whose natal chart this asteroid is promi-
nent is a “hero who presides. The heroic nature of this asteroid comes from properly
executing the duty of assigning someone else the job of the quest.” Jacob Schwartz
gives the astrological significance of Arthur as “heroism and cleverness, and delegat-
ing authority, with support from the public.”

Sources:

Kowal, Charles T. Asteroids: Their Nature and Utilization. Chichester, West Sussex, UK: Ellis
Horwood Limited, 1988.

Lehman, J. Lee. The Ultimate Asteroid Book. West Chester, PA: Whitford Press, 1988.

Schwartz, Jacob. Asteroid Name Encyclopedia. St. Paul, MN: Llewellyn Publications, 1995.

ASCENDANT (RISING SIGN)

The ascendant, also called the rising sign, is the sign of the zodiac (or, more technical-
ly, the specific degree of the zodiac) that was on the eastern horizon at the moment for
which a horoscope was cast (calculated and drawn). On a zodiacal wheel, the ascen-
dant is the sign at the nine o’clock position. In a natal chart, the ascendant indicates a
significant influence on the personality; only the Sun and Moon exert stronger influ-
ences. These three signs—the ascendant, the sun sign, and the moon sign—are con-
sidered together when someone with a knowledge of astrology beyond sun signs briefly
describes her or his astrological makeup (e.g., “I'm a Libra with Moon in Cancer and
Leo rising”). The astrologically informed listener then knows that the speaker, while
primarily a Libra, is also sensitive and moody like a Cancer and will also come across
as a Leo in certain settings.

When either the Moon or the ascendant is in the same sign as the Sun, the per-
son is said to be a double sign. If in the foregoing example, for instance, the native had
been born when the Moon was in Libra instead of Cancer, the person would be referred
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to as a double Libra. Furthermore, continuing
the same example, if the Moon was in Libra and
Libra was also on the eastern horizon at the birth
moment, the native would be termed a triple
Libra. People who are a double or triple sign usu-
ally embody purer characteristics of their sign
than other individuals. No planet is included in
these specialized rubrics. In other words, if, con-
tinuing with the same example, Mercury or
Venus (or any other planet for that matter) was
in Libra at the moment of birth, but neither the
Moon nor the ascendant was in Libra, the native
would not qualify as a double or triple Libra.

Although the ascendant is important, in
Western astrology it is generally regarded as
exerting a more superficial influence than either
the Sun or the Moon; it is usually regarded as
influencing the native’s appearance and certain
outward traits more than the depth of her or his
personality. Some astrologers, however, view the
ascendant as indicating traits at least as deep as
the sun sign, if not deeper. (In Vedic astrology,
the ascendant or lagna is regarded as the most  permission of Fortean Picture Library.
influential sign.) One way of resolving this dis-
agreement is to take a clue from esoteric astrology
(spiritual astrology or the astrology of the soul).

In some systems of esoteric astrology, the ascendant is said to embody positive
traits that the native is supposed to be “growing toward.” If one was born with Virgo
on the ascendant, for example, then the native would need to learn to become more
organized or more attentive to details. If this individual is indeed learning Virgo
lessons, then the person’s Virgo traits will have acquired “depth”; if, on the other
hand, the person is not involved in the process of personal or spiritual growth, then
these same traits may exert only a superficial influence on the personality. Acquain-
tance with one or the other of these two types of individuals (growing or nongrowing)
may explain the diverging views of astrologers on the significance of the ascendant.

Whatever one’s view of the greater or lesser “depth” of the ascendant, there is
general agreement that the ascendant is a peculiarly sensitive point in the horoscope.
In most systems of house division, the first house begins at the ascendant, and any
planet in close proximity to this point—especially if it is located in the first (rather
than in the twelfth) house—exerts a strong influence over the whole personality.
Thus, for example, a person whose Moon is in close conjunction with the ascendant
will be moody and sensitive, even if no other factor in the chart indicates this trait.

The planet that rules the ascendant is also regarded as particularly strong. Some
P g P y g
astrologers view this planet as the “ruler” of the entire chart. In a natal chart with Tau-
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rus rising, for instance, Venus (the ruler of Taurus) would be the chart ruler. The ruler
of the ascendant is more important in horary astrology than in natal astrology.

Because of the rotation of Earth, all 12 signs of the zodiac pass over the horizon
during the course of any given 24-hour period. This means that the ascendant changes
on the average of once every two hours. Hence, if someone’s birth time is off by two
hours or more, the person will be assigned an incorrect ascendant—one of the many
reasons why an accurate birth time is important.

Using the ascendant as an indicator, astrologers can obtain a general idea of
why a client is seeking a reading. If someone calls and makes an appointment when
Libra is rising, for instance, the querent is interested in finding out about her or his
marriage or some similar close personal relationship. If, on the other hand, Capricorn
is rising, the querent is more interested in business and finance.

Sources:

Brau, Jean-Louis, Helen Weaver, and Allan Edmands. Larousse Encyclopedia of Astrology. New
York: New American Library, 1980.

McEvers, Joan, ed. Spiritual, Metaphysical & New Trends in Modern Astrology. Saint Paul, MN:
Llewellyn Publications, 1988.

ASCENDANT AXIS

The ascendant axis is the horizon axis. In an astrological chart, this corresponds to the
line drawn from the ascendant to the descendant.

ASCENSION, LONG AND SHORT

If one stands in front of a building, it may appear to be 20 feet wide. If one then walks
10 yards or so to the left or to the right and examines the building from a different per-
spective, it will appear to be narrower than before. Because the belt of the zodiac is
slanted at 2%,° to Earth’s equator, we see some astrological signs from a slanted per-
spective. This causes, particularly at middle-latitudes, a noticeable variation in the
length of time it takes for different signs to rise (ascend) over the horizon. Those
requiring more time are referred to as signs of long ascension; those requiring less time,
signs of short ascension. In the Northern Hemisphere, the signs of long ascension are
Cancer, Leo, Virgo, Libra, Scorpio, and Sagittarius, with the “longest” signs being
Virgo and Libra. The signs of short ascension are Capricorn, Aquarius, Pisces, Aries,
Taurus, and Gemini, with the “shortest” signs being Pisces and Aries. This situation is
reversed in the Southern Hemisphere.

Sources:

Brau, Jean-Louis, Helen Weaver, and Allan Edmands. Larousse Encyclopedia of Astrology. New
York: New American Library, 1980.

Lee, Dal. Dictionary of Astrology. New York: Paperback Library, 1969.
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ASHWINI

Ashwini (or the Horseman) is one of the Nakshatras (lunar mansions) of Vedic astrol-
ogy. Most often depicted as a horse head, this moon sign resides between Aries 0° and
13°12’, with Ashwinis, god of health, presiding and Ketu as the ruling planet. this is a
good time to act swiftly; an individual may display behaviors of modesty and self-suffi-
ciency during this period, but may also be stubborn and overzealous.

—Pramela Thiagesan

ASLESHA

Aslesha (the Entwiner) is one of the Nakshatras (lunar mansions) of Vedic astrology.
A coiled snake represents this sign ruled by Mercury, with Sarpas presiding. This
Nakshatra is found between Cancer 16°40’ and 30°, and with the moon there, it is
considered a good time to be fierce. An individual could find himself or herself more
versatile and clever at this time, but also more impolite and depressed.

—Pramela Thiagesan

ASPECT

Aspect (from the Latin word aspectus, meaning “to view or to look at”) refers to the
angular relationship between various points in a horoscope (an astrological chart),
especially to a series of named angles, such as trines (120°) and squares (90°). (For a
discussion of the very different notion of aspects in Vedic Astrology, refer to the entry
on drishti.)

The 12 signs of the zodiac, in addition to being bands of astrological influence,
also provide astrologers with a system for locating planets and other points in space. A
circle contains 360°, so when it is divided into 12 equal regions for the 12 signs, each
sign encompasses an arc of 30°. Hence, a planet located near the beginning of Aries,
for instance, might be at 1° Aries; in the middle of Aries, at 15° Aries; and near the
end of the sign, 29° Aries. Earth, which is understood to be at the center of the horo-
scope (unless one is using a heliocentric or Sun-centered system), constitutes the ver-
tex for any angle between planets or between other points in the chart. Thus, for
example, if Mercury is located at 1° Aries, it would make a semisextile (30°) aspect
with another planet—Iet us say Venus—that is located at 1° in the very next sign,
which is Taurus. If we move Venus forward another 30° until it is at 1° Gemini, Mer-
cury and Venus would form a sextile (60°) aspect. Another 30° to 1° Cancer forms a
square (90°), and so forth.

The interpretation of a horoscope is built around three primary factors—signs,
houses, and aspects—that make aspect interpretation one of the most fundamental
components of astrology. In a natal chart, the planets represent, among other things,
the various facets of one’s psyche, and aspects between them indicate how these facets
conflict or work together. Mars, for example, represents the forceful, outgoing, aggres-
sive side of the self, whereas Saturn represents the security-seeking, self-disciplined
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side. While everyone experiences some tension between these two principles, an indi-
vidual with a Mars-Saturn square (a conflict aspect) in her or his chart experiences
this conflict in an exaggerated manner, often over-repressing outgoing, aggressive
urges and at other times exploding with impulsive actions or words. A trine, on the
other hand, represents the easy flow of energy between two points; so an individual
with a Mars-Saturn trine would find that these two facets of the personality work
together easily, bringing patience and discipline (Saturn) to the side of ambitious
aggression (Mars), and vice versa.

The major aspects are the conjunction (0°), sextile (60°), square (90°), trine
(120°), and opposition (180°). Squares and oppositions are regarded as hard aspects,
meaning they usually present challenges the native must face and overcome. Sextiles
and trines, on the other hand, are regarded as soft aspects, meaning the energies repre-
sented by the planets and other points in the aspect combine in an easy, harmonious
manner. The conjunction indicates a powerful blending of energies that can be easy or
challenging, depending on the planets involved and the aspects that other planets
make to the pair in conjunction. The traditional names for hard and soft aspects
(names one still finds in older astrology books) are malefic and benefic. Beyond the
undesirable connotations of malefic, these terms were dropped because malefic aspects
are not always “bad,” nor are benefic aspects always “good.” For instance, an individ-
ual with numerous soft aspects and no hard aspects can be a lazy person who is never
challenged to change and grow. On the other hand, an individual who has risen to the
challenge of numerous hard aspects and overcome her or his limitations can be a
dynamic, powerful person.

The “traditional” minor aspects are the semisextile (30°; sometimes called a
dodecile), the decile (36°), the semisquare (45°; sometimes called an octile), the
quintile (72°), sesquisquare (135°; sometimes called a sesquiquadrate or sesquare), the
quincunx (150°; sometimes called an injunct), and the biquintile (144°). Other
minor aspects are the vigintile (18°; also called a semidecile), the semioctile (22%°;
sometimes called the semi-semisquare), the quindecile (24°), the novile (40°), the
septile (51%4°), and the tredecile (108°). The ancients, who referred to the aspects as
familiarities or configurations, used only the major aspects. The major hard aspects
come from dividing the horoscope circle into halves and quarters, soft aspects from
dividing it into thirds and sixths. Some of the minor aspects derive from further divid-
ing the circle into eighths and sixteenths (semisquare, sesquisquare, and semioctile)
and twelfths (semisextile and quincunx). Yet other minor aspects derive from 5-way
and 10-way divisions (quintile, biquintile, decile, and vigintile), a 7-way division
(septile), a 9-way division (novile), and a 15-way division (quindecile). For general
interpretation purposes, the minor aspects are rarely used unless they are very precise.

Few aspects are ever exact (exact aspects are referred to as partile aspects). For
this reason, astrologers speak of the orb—or the orb of influence—within which spe-
cific aspects are effective. For a sextile, for example, many astrologers use a 6° orb in a
natal chart, which means that if any two planets are making an angle anywhere in the
54°-66° range, they are regarded as making a sextile aspect with each other. The clos-
er an aspect is to being exact, the stronger it is. For the major aspects, astrologers often
allow an orb of 8° or more; for minor aspects, 1° to 3°.
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Why should some aspects produce harmony and others conflict? Although
astrologers have speculated on this point (often making numerological speculations),
the question has never been satisfactorily answered. In terms of the astrological tradi-
tion, it is easy to see that the trine, the primary soft aspect, usually brings a sign of one
element into relationship with another sign of the same element (e.g., 15° Gemini is
120° away from 15° Libra, which is 120° away from 15° Aquarius, which, in turn, is
120° away from 15° Gemini, making a grand trine composed entirely of air signs), and
signs of the same element tend to blend together harmoniously. By way of contrast,
the square, which is the primary hard aspect, brings signs of very different, potentially
conflicting elements into relationship (e.g., a planet in a water sign squaring a planet
in a fire sign).

But such an analysis breaks down as soon as we compare oppositions and sex-
tiles, which involve precisely the same kinds of elemental combinations (e.g., the nat-
ural opposition to a planet in a water sign is a planet in an earth sign, and the natural
sextiles to water signs also involve earth signs). Thus, at this stage in our understand-
ing, we can only observe that a certain aspect produces a certain effect, without fully
knowing why. This should not be too bothersome as the situation is not much differ-
ent from the natural sciences, in which one can describe the effects of, say, gravity
without being able to explain why gravity works.

Because aspects are a basic part of astrological understanding, every astrology
software program automatically calculates the aspects between the planets. These
aspects are displayed either as lines drawn between the planets and/or in an aspect
grid. All major programs also calculate and display aspects to the midheaven, the
ascendant, the north lunar node, Chiron, the four major asteroid, and, depending on
the program, to other points as well.

Sources:

Brau, Jean-Louis, Helen Weaver, and Allan Edmands. Larousse Encyclopedia of Astrology. New
York: New American Library, 1980.

Donath, Emma Belle. Minor Aspects Between Natal Planets. Tempe, AZ: American Federation of
Astrologers, 1981.

Hand, Robert. Horoscope Symbols. Rockport, MA: Para Research, 1981.

Whitman, Edward W. Aspects and Their Meanings: Astro-kinetics. Vol. III. London: L. N. Fowler,
1970.

ASPECTARIAN

An aspectarian is a chronological list of all the aspects that the planets make with one
another during a particular period of time, usually a month. In addition to the planets
and their aspects, the time that an aspect becomes exact is given.

ASSOCIATION FOR ASTROLOGICAL NETWORKING

The Association for Astrological Networking (AFAN) is a nonprofit organization
that serves a unique function in the astrological world. While the activities of other
organizations emphasize astrological education, certification, and research, AFAN
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focuses on advocacy and action for astrology as a whole through media watch, net-
working activities (including a mentoring program), and providing legal information
and assistance in reversing antiquated city ordinances that forbid the practice of
astrology.

The birth of AFAN was primarily due to two conditions. The first of these was
the new generation of astrologers that came into the profession in the late 1960s and
early 1970s. Many of these people had been caught up in the wave of interest in
astrology and related subjects that had its roots in the turbulence of the late 1960s,
and by the mid-1970s had begun to look on astrology as a profession. As astrologers,
and as professionals, they expected to have a place at the table in making decisions
that would affect astrology’s future.

The second condition was inherent in the nature of astrology in the United
States at the time the new generation came into its own. At that time, the dominant
organization in the United States was the American Federation of Astrologers (AFA),
a stable and conservative organization not inclined to rapid change. Over its several
decades of existence, it had built up a large membership and a successful publishing
and book distribution program, and it held a biennial conference that was at that time
the largest in the astrological world.

Perhaps understandably, the AFA’s old guard was content with the status quo,
but the many newer members brought in on the “astrology wave” wanted change and
expected participation in making that change. Because of this, the main forum for
members, starting in the mid-1970s the business meetings at the biennial conventions
of the AFA, became scenes of open discontent, as the new generation tried to put its
issues before the membership. From the mid-1970s on, as each successive conference
came along, the voices demanding change became louder, and at some conventions
there were even walkouts led by discontented members. However, as the AFA
restricted access to its membership list, follow-up between conventions was difficult.

Finally, the pressure for change began to take other forms, first evidenced by
the forming of the short-lived Association for Professional Astrologers (APA) in 1980
after an AFA convention in New Orleans. The organization’s purpose was to “create
and support the profession of astrology amongst astrologers and the public.” However,
due to its lack of resources, and the fact that its founders were spread across North
America, the APA could not get out its message or recruit members, and thus lasted
only a few months.

Though the APA had failed, it pointed the way to a solution beyond the frus-
trating succession of vitriolic business meetings and organized walkouts. Rather than
try to force change from within the AFA, the dissidents began to feel they needed to
focus on the particular issues they felt were not being dealt with either by that organi-
zation, or, for that matter, by an earlier breakaway, the National Council for Geocos-
mic Research (NCGR). These issues centered around the need to enhance astrology’s
standing as a profession and to free it from its image as a fortune-telling device mainly
used by either the suspicious or the superstitious, not to mention the antiquated and
oppressive laws bred by that view.
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The Birth of AFAN

Despite the failure of the APA, its founders began to plan yet another assault on the
conservative power structure of the AFA, to take place at its Chicago convention in
1982. The plans were put into more concrete form at an Aquarian Revelation Confer-
ence (ARC) in Michigan some months before the AFA gathering. At this time,
money was raised to fund the effort, and it was decided to hold a meeting in a rented
room at the AFA conference hotel on the night of August 31, 1982. Flyers announc-
ing the meeting were circulated at the conference itself, and on the night of the meet-
ing, nearly 300 people showed up ready to discuss the issues the meeting’s organizers
wanted to force the AFA to address.

At 11:52 pM. CDT, a name for the the foundling organization was approved—
The AFA Network, or AFAN. At the same time, its purpose was determined to be “to
create a network among members [of the AFA], and to improve the communications
between membership and the board of directors of the AFA.” Various committees
were formed that covered all aspects of the organization’s functioning, but with the
notable inclusion of activities such as networking and professionalism.

At a second meeting that night, a committee was appointed to negotiate with
the AFA executive secretary on various points of interest. The meeting was held, and
as a result, someone from AFAN was given a place on the official nominating com-
mittee for the next board election, thus giving the group input into AFA’s political
process. However, the two AFAN-linked nominees put in place by this process lost,
and at this point it became clear to the reformers that they would probably have to
work outside and apart from the AFA.

Unlike the APA, AFAN had a list of several hundred people who shared its
goals—those who had attended that first meeting—and with contributions to fund a
newsletter, and some active networking, AFAN was soon reaching nearly 500 sup-
porters, with the original negotiating committee acting as a kind of informal leader-
ship. At this point, a series of events helped draw the new organization together, give
it more direction and focus, and finally, complete independence. The first of these was
the serious illness of an astrologer named Johnny Lister, who was diagnosed with
leukemia not long after the Chicago AFA convention. AFAN led an effort to collect
funds to allow him to undergo costly treatments at the Gerson Therapy Center, and
the resulting Johnny Lister Fund is still in existence, providing emergency support for
astrologers facing illnesses and other crises.

More important for the long term, however, were two events in early 1983
involving astrolgers and the law. The first was the targeting of the Mercury Limited
Bookstore in West Allis, Wisconsin, by religious fundamentalists, and an ensuing
effort by the local city council to pass an antiastrology ordinance. AFAN organized a
letter-writing campaign and worked with local astrologers to fight the proposed law. In
the end, the proposed ordinance was defeated six to one.

Next, in April 1983, a San Jose astrologer named Shirley Sunderbruch was
arrested in her home by police in the course of a chart reading for an undercover offi-
cer. Her astrological books and other materials were confiscated, and she was charged
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with fortune-telling and doing business without a license—despite the fact that San
Jose had not issued fortune-telling licenses for ten years. Shortly thereafter, the man-
ager of her retirement community evicted her and her husband.

The Sunderbruch affair, which required raising money for lawyers, and serious
thought about how to mount a long-term challenge to laws inimical to astrology, was
critical in molding AFAN’s purpose and shaping its direction, and furthermore gave it
a distinctive standing in the astrological community as an advocate for the rights of
astrologers. Although many were timorous about getting involved in legal matters,
citing the community’s lack of experience and resources, others argued that the right
to practice astrology was on the line—we would have to learn along the way. The
activists’ opinions prevailed; AFAN’s Legal Information Committee was launched.
Sunderbruch was eventually exonerated under the Spiritual Psychic Church of Truth,
Incorporated v. the City of Azusa decision, two years later.

During the same period of time, it became evident to AFAN’s founders that
they would be unsuccessful in gaining a foothold in the AFA, so in late 1983, the ad
hoc “negotiating committee” officially became the first “steering committee,” AFAN’s
somewhat decentralized governing body. As it approached its first anniversary,
AFAN's legal committee was very active and involved, either directly or in an adviso-
1y capacity, in astrologers’ legal problems in New York, Alabama, Wisconsin, and sev-
eral cities in California.

In 1984, AFAN held a counterconvention in a hotel down the street from the
biennial AFA convention, an event firmly signaling its final move toward becoming
something more than an auxiliary to the older organization. Just a little over one year
later, AFAN became involved in a variety of local legal situations, city council meet-
ings, and court cases. Near Cleveland, Ohio, a federal district court found an antias-
trology law unconstitutional, influenced by material and testimony submitted by
AFAN. The AFAN newsletter printed the first “What to Do in a Legal Crisis,” outlin-
ing the steps to take if arrested for fortune-telling, and in Yonkers, New York, 19 peo-
ple were arrested at a psychic fair. This occurred within days of the long-awaited
Azusa decision, which resulted in Shirley Sunderbruch’s exoneration.

On August 15, 1985, by a six-to-one vote, the California Supreme Court
affirmed in the Azusa case that prohibiting astrology was an infringement on the free-
dom of speech guaranteed by both the California and U.S. constitutions. This deci-
sion set aside a previous decision, Bartha, which had held that astrology was commer-
cial speech, and thus not entitled to such protections. Among other effects of this
decision, Shirley Sunderbruch’s case, AFAN’s first, was dropped.

Even though the Azusa decision did not have force outside California, within
a short time it became useful in AFAN’s legal efforts, and was used to dampen the
enforcement of similar laws in other states, discourage the passage of new laws, and
overthrow the old ones. The lessons learned during the first two years of AFAN’s legal
work became the basis for its Legal Information Committee, and today a call or email
to AFAN is often the first thing done by an astrologer facing a legal challenge.

Opver the ensuing years, the meaning of AFAN’s acronym was changed to its
present form. [t incorporated as a nonprofit in 1988, and it took on a variety of other
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tasks. Interestingly enough, one of these was the forming of the United Astrology
Congress (or UAC, continuing today as the United Astrology Conference) with the
International Society for Astrological Research (ISAR) and NCGR. The triennial
UACGC, perhaps the largest gathering of astrologers in the world, embodies many of the
reforms demanded by the dissidents who created AFAN.

AFAN continues to provide legal assistance to astrologers in need and works
with them to overturn antiquated local ordinances. In recent years, other projects
have included monitoring the media through its Media Watch committee (now of
course encompassing the Internet), and promoting International Astrology Day
(IAD) on the Spring Equinox each year. AFAN actually founded this yearly event,
which recognizes astrologers and educates the public about astrology. Though IAD
began as a fundraising effort, it now includes informal gatherings, lectures, and other
events often sponsored by local groups. AFAN also conducted a highly successful
international book drive whereby books were donated and distributed throughout the
world. In addition, it has instituted a mentoring program to give younger or fledgling
astrologers the benefit of counsel and advice from more experienced astrologers.

Adapted with permission from A History of AFAN at www.afan.org.

ASTARTE
Astarte, asteroid 672 (the 672nd asteroid to be discovered, on September 21, 1908), is

approximately 19 kilometers in diameter and has an orbital period of 4.1 years.
Astarte was named after the Middle Eastern goddess, roughly equivalent to Venus,
also known as Ishtar. J. Lee Lehman associates Astarte with Venus and Aphrodite
(divinities of sex and fertility), asserting that this asteroid is more “primal” than the
other two. Jacob Schwartz gives the astrological significance of Astarte as “expressing
primal population controls through fertility and war.”

Sources:

Kowal, Charles T. Asteroids: Their Nature and Utilization. Chichester, West Sussex, UK: Ellis
Horwood Limited, 1988.

Lehman, J. Lee. The Ultimate Asteroid Book. West Chester, PA: Whitford Press, 1988.

Room, Adrian. Dictionary of Astronomical Terms. London: Routledge, 1988.

Schwartz, Jacob. Asteroid Name Encyclopedia. St. Paul, MN: Llewellyn Publications, 1995.

ASTEROIDS

An asteroid (meaning starlike or small star) is one of thousands of small planets, 95
percent of whose orbits lie between the orbits of Mars and Jupiter. Some have irregular
orbits that carry them inside the orbit of Mars (the Apollo and Amor groups); some,
even inside the orbit of Mercury (Icarus), Earth and Venus (Bacchus and Apollo).
Others travel in the same orbital path as Jupiter (the Trojan asteroids). Initially, these
planetoids were given mythological names, but as telescopes increased in strength and
more and more asteroids were discovered, astronomers began naming them after
places (e.g., Pretoria, Toronto, and Arizona) and people (e.g., Jonathan Murray, Rock-
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well Kent, and Christy Carol). Some of the smaller and more recently located aster-
oids have been given entertaining-sounding names, such as Bilkis (the Koranic name
for the Queen of Sheba), Dudu (the dancing girl in Nietzsche’s Thus Spake
Zarathustra), and Mr. Spock (named after the discoverer’s cat).

While most asteroids are no more than a few miles across, many are much larg-
er. Ceres, the largest asteroid, is 620 miles in diameter. The main group of asteroids is
located where Bode’s law would lead one to anticipate a planet, and one theory specu-
lates that the asteroid belt is the debris of a former planet that has disintegrated into
many pieces. Another theory speculates that at some distant time in the past when
the solar system was being formed, the material circulating between Mars and Jupiter
failed to coalesce into a cohesive planet, perhaps because of the disruptive influence
of Jupiter’s tremendous gravity.

Except for a very few whose orbital paths carry them near Earth, asteroids are
invisible to the naked eye. The asteroid belt was not discovered until the nineteenth
century, so asteroids were not taken into account in traditional astrology. Even after
sufficient information was available to construct ephemerides (tables of positions) of
the major asteroids, astrologers chose to ignore them. Alan Leo tried to interest his fel-
low astrologers in asteroids but was unsuccessful. Perhaps the ongoing disputes over the
astrological influences of the newly discovered planets discouraged astrologers from
studying the significance of these relatively tiny bodies. The sheer number of asteroids
would also discourage such exploration. Whatever the explanation, the astrological
study of asteroids did not begin until the last quarter of the twentieth century.

The real founder of asteroid studies was Eleanor Bach, who in the early 1970s
published an ephemeris and a set of interpretations for the first four asteroids (some-
times called the Big Four) to be discovered—Ceres, Pallas, Juno, and Vesta. Zipporah
Dobyns followed in 1977 with a similar work on the Big Four. Emma Belle Donath
also published a set of books dealing with the four major asteroids. In 1986, Demetra
George and Douglas Bloch’s Asteroid Goddesses was published. Building on the work of
its predecessors, this book quickly became the definitive study of Ceres, Pallas, Juno,
and Vesta. It contained everything needed to locate and interpret the four major
asteroids in a natal chart. George, the primary author, also integrated the feminist the-
ory of the primordial goddess religion (the notion that all of our more distant ances-
tors were goddess worshipers) into her discussion, giving Asteroid Goddesses tremen-
dous appeal in a subculture where the idea of a primordial goddess religion was widely
accepted. The book enjoyed such success that a new, expanded edition was published
four years later. The general availability of Asteroid Goddesses, the basic appeal of the
goddess notion, and the integration of asteroid positions into most computer chart-
casting software programs all combined to make Ceres, Pallas, Juno, and Vesta easy to
use. Thus, the general acceptance and continually expanding use of the four major
asteroids by the larger astrological community was ensured.

The focus on Ceres, Pallas, Juno, and Vesta by asteroid advocates has generally
eased the anxiety of astrologers who resisted the introduction of hundreds of new
points demanding interpretation in a horoscope. Yet, the widespread acceptance of
the Big Four only made the question of the significance of the other asteroids more
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insistent. Those who have studied the astrological influence of asteroids have reached
a consensus, which is, to quote from J. Lee Lehman’s The Ultimate Asteroid Book: “1.
The asteroids have astrological effects which may be studied. 2. The name of an aster-
oid has astrological significance.”

The most common way of studying the influence of a new astrological factor is
to study people in whose charts the factor is prominent, such as when an asteroid is in
very close conjunction with a key planet or with the ascendant. The essential clue is
the name of the asteroid, which gives preliminary insight into the asteroid’s astrologi-
cal “temperament,” because the names astronomers give to newly discovered celestial
bodies are not coincidental—by virtue of some nonapparent synchronistic influence,
nonastrologically inclined astronomers give them astrologically significant names. For
example, with regard to the asteroid Eros, an astrologer would anticipate that it was
somehow related to passion, yet its name was assigned by an astronomer for whom
asteroids were little more than big space rocks.

In The Ultimate Asteroid Book (1988), Lehman attempted to overcome some
astrologers’ resistance to asteroid use by asserting that asteroids have few concepts
allocated to them and that their being small and numerous may allow for many very
exact meanings. For example, Eros specifically means “passionate attachment,” and so
does not have a broad range of meanings. (One can only wonder about the concepts
associated with asteroids such as Dudu.) Lehman contrasts this specificity with the
multivalent significance of a planet like Venus, which can refer to “love, harmony,
magnetic attraction, the veins, diabetes, erotica, potatoes, or a host of other things.”

Beginning with a preliminary clue, such as, in the case of Eros, the idea that
this small celestial body is somehow related to passion, the astrologer would place Eros
in the charts of acquaintances as well as in those of famous people whose lives are
open to public scrutiny. One would anticipate that natives with Eros in conjunction
(or in some other close aspect) with the Sun, the ascendant, Venus, or Mars might
exhibit more “erotic” inclinations than people with a less prominent Eros. One could
not, however, know the specific nature of these inclinations—and how they differed
from the passions of Venus, Mars, and Pluto—until after studying many people with
Eros prominent in their chart. This approach to the study of new astrological factors is
the same methodology utilized by astrologers to uncover the nature of the “new” plan-
ets Uranus, Neptune, and Pluto.

There were several reasons for the initial focus on the Big Four. Ceres, Pallas,
Juno, and Vesta were the first asteroids to be discovered—in 1801, 1802, 1804, and
1807, respectively—and there was a 38-year gap before other asteroids were located.
Thus, they belong together in a fairly natural grouping. Beyond the Big Four, however,
asteroid research has not proceeded in a systematic manner. Rather than studying
either the next asteroids to be discovered, or the next-largest asteroids, researchers
have jumped to the study of asteroids with intriguing names such as Eros and Amor, or
asteroids with eccentric orbits, such as Adonis and Icarus. These are all relatively tiny
bodies: Eros is 18 miles across at its widest, Amor is approximately 2 miles in diameter,
and Adonis and Icarus are both about 1 mile wide. By comparison, Hygiea (personifi-
cation of health or hygiene), Psyche (personification of the soul), Kalliope (muse of
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epic poetry), and Laetitia (Latin for “gladness”) are all larger than Juno (150 miles in
diameter), but almost no information is available on any of these bodies except Psy-
che. (Short summary meanings of these asteroids are given in Martha Lang-Wescott’s
Mechanics of the Future: Asteroids.)

By sequence of discovery, the next four asteroids after the Big Four are Astraea,
goddess of justice; Hebe, goddess of youth who took ambrosia to the gods; Iris, goddess of
the rainbow who was a messenger between the gods and humanity; and Flora, goddess of
flowering plants. Again, little information on any of these four asteroids is available
except for short summaries in Lang-Wescott’s survey. The clues that one would use to
research any one of these “concept” or “goddess” asteroids—health, justice, poetry, glad-
ness, and so forth—are all appealing, so the lack of attention they have attracted is sur-
prising. Clearly, the next step in establishing the study of asteroids as a widely accepted
branch of astrology will be the systematic exploration of the larger or the earlier aster-
oids, rather than the current piecemeal study of asteroids with idiosyncratic appeal.

One issue that emerged when astrological asteroid studies was beginning to
attract serious interest was the question of sign rulership. It was traditionally held that
the Sun and the Moon (the two luminaries) ruled one sign apiece, Leo and Cancer,
respectively. The known planets each ruled two signs: Mercury ruled Virgo and Gemi-
ni; Venus ruled Taurus and Libra; Mars ruled Aries and Scorpio; Jupiter ruled Sagittar-
ius and Pisces; and Saturn ruled Capricorn and Aquarius. When the “new” planets
were discovered, astrologers determined that Uranus ruled Aquarius, Neptune ruled
Pisces, and Pluto ruled Scorpio, leaving Saturn, Jupiter, and Mars as the rulers, respec-
tively, of Capricorn, Sagittarius, and Aries. In this modified system, only Mercury and
Venus still rule two signs each. The attractiveness of a balanced system in which 12
heavenly bodies rule 12 signs has often led twentieth-century astrologers to speculate
that two new planets would eventually be discovered and come to be accepted as the
rulers of Virgo and Libra.

Some asteroid-oriented astrologers speculated that the larger asteroids ruled these
signs. Bach, the founder of astrological asteroid studies, assigned Ceres and Vesta the
rulership of Virgo, and Juno and Pallas the rulership of Libra. Zipporah Dobyns, another
pioneer in the field of asteroid research, accepted the Big Four as corulers (with Mercury
and Venus) of these two signs. However, spreading out sign rulerships to more than one
planet did not strike a favorable chord among nonasteroid astrologers. Not only did mul-
tiple rulership lack elegance, but it also made certain astrological procedures, such as
identifying the significator in horary astrology, somewhat schizophrenic. Beyond the
question of elegance, some of the sign associations were strained. Ceres, which embodies
the quality of nurture, for example, is clearly more related to Cancer than to Virgo.
Another question one might ask with respect to asteroid rulerships is: Why stop with the
Big Four? The asteroid Hygiea, the personification of health and hygiene, is clearly relat-
ed to Virgo; the asteroid Astraea, the goddess of justice, has definite affinities to Libra;
and so forth. The point is, while various asteroids may be associated with the 12 signs of
the zodiac, assigning rulerships to asteroids raised more problems than it resolved.

In more recent years, the exploration of the astrological significance of asteroids
has been overshadowed, if not derailed, by two developments: the emergence of Jyotish
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(Vedic astrology) and classical Western astrology as major topics of astrological interest,
and the complexification of asteroid studies as the result of the discovery of numerous
new objects, including hundreds of large planetoids beyond the orbit of Neptune.

As a result of translation and interpretive activities that matured in the last
decades of the twentieth century, both Jyotish and classical astrology emerged as
major sources of sophisticated astrological techniques that are simultaneously new
(from the perspective of astrologers who matured under the influence of modern psy-
chologically oriented astrology) and time tested. Both of these two traditions are not
only rich in astrological insights, but they also completely ignore the modern plan-
ets—Uranus, Neptune, and Pluto—as well as the new planetary bodies. Thus, not
only have Jyotish and classical astrology diverted interest away from new areas of
astrological research, such as asteroid studies, but many of the astrologers who have
become involved in this renaissance seem to have acquired an active prejudice against
considering anything that was not originally a part of these traditions.

As a result of the exploration of our solar system, particularly since the advent
of the Hubble space telescope, astronomers have discovered numerous new asteroids,
including a host of large bodies orbiting the Sun beyond Neptune. Some of these Pluto-
like bodies, referred to as plutinos, are almost as large as Charon, Pluto’s moon, and in
at least the case of Ixion, significantly larger than Charon. Beyond adding numerous
new planetoids—which further complicates the field of astrology—these newly discov-
ered bodies have even caused astronomers to consider dropping Pluto from the planet
category. This hypothetical reclassification of Pluto would, in turn, call into question
modern astrology’s use of Pluto and of the other nontraditional planets and planetoids,
thus dovetailing with the negative perspective of many traditional astrologers.

Despite this situation, it nevertheless seems almost certain that asteroid studies
have a future as a significant field of astrological research. If nothing else, the four
major asteroids have become too well established in the mainstream of contemporary
astrological practice to ever be dropped. Additionally, the incorporation of asteroids
beyond the Big Four into multiple astrological software programs means that the nec-
essary tools are within easy reach of any aspiring astrological researcher. These factors
and others provide a solid foundation from which asteroid studies is likely to reemerge
as a major field of interest, particularly after the current fascination with traditional
astrology peaks.

All major Western astrology software programs allow one to incorporate Ceres,
Pallas, Vesta, and Juno into natal charts, progressed charts, etc, and in every way to
treat them on par with the planets. Astrolabe and Matrix also market separate report
programs for the four major asteroids. Add-on software programs for the other aster-
oids can be obtained for the Solar Fire calculation program from Esoteric Technolo-
gies and for the Kepler calculation program from Cosmic Patterns Software. At this
writing, the current (fifth) edition of Kepler allows one to calculate the position of
1000 asteroids for any chart. An add-on program for more than 20,000 asteroids is also
available. The asteroid add-on for Solar Fire allows one to calculate the positions of
10,000 asteroids. Additionally, Solar Fire can place any of these asteroids in an extra
chart ring—something one cannot do in current editions of most other programs.
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Mark Pottenger’s freestanding asteroid DOS program can also be used to place a cer-
tain number of asteroids in the chart of his CCRS horoscope program—both available
through Astrolabe. Finally, one can find the astrological positions of asteroids in a
natal chart from online sites such as Astro Deinst at www.astro.com.
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ASTRAEA

Astraea, asteroid 5 (the 5th asteroid to be discovered, on December 8, 1845, by the
German amateur astronomer Karl Ludwig Hencke), is approximately 120 kilometers
in diameter and has an orbital period of 4.1 years. Astraea was named after the Roman
goddess of justice (the familiar blindfolded goddess who holds the scales of justice in
one hand and a sword in the other), viewed as the Roman form of the Greek Dike.
According to Martha Lang-Wescott, Astraea indicates where people have difficulty
letting go of relationships and situations, as well as a sense of “loose ends” afterward.
This asteroid’s key words are “open-ended” and “witness.” Jacob Schwartz gives the
astrological significance of this asteroid as “problems with closure, difficulties setting
limits.” According to Barry McKenna, Astraea represents the most important individ-
ual needs, for which one must take exceptional personal responsibility. At the same
time, it is easy for the needs indicated by this asteroid to be set aside because of other
needs and external influences.

Sources:

Lang-Wescott, Martha. Asteroids-Mechanics: Ephemerides II. Conway, MA: Treehouse Moun-
tain, 1990.

McKenna, Barry. The Astraea Minor Planet Ephemeris. Newtonville, MA: Astraea Publications,
1991.

Schwartz, Jacob. Asteroid Name Encyclopedia. St. Paul, MN: Llewellyn Publications, 1995.

ASTRO*CARTO*GRAPHY

Astro*Carto*Graphy™ (A*C*G) is one of many methodologies used in locational
astrology, the branch of astrology that ascribes specific astrological effects to different
localities. It is an elaboration of the “relocation chart,” wherein the horoscope is
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recalculated as if the individual had been born in the new place of residence instead of
the actual place of birth. In this, A*C*G differs from much older locational tech-
niques, most of which relate geography directly to parts of the celestial sphere. The
best-known classical example of these older, “geodetic” techniques is Manilius’s first
century C.E. ascription of areas of the ancient world to signs of the zodiac.

In contrast, A*C*G works by determining where on Earth the 10 astrological
planets were angular at the moment of an individual’s birth, that is, where any one of
them was rising, setting, straight overhead, or anticulminating (straight underneath).
For example, even though it may have been nighttime at the actual place of birth, at
the moment of birth the Sun was rising someplace else on Earth. All the various local-
ities where the Sun was rising at that moment can be displayed as a line drawn across a
map of the world. Such a line is labeled SU ASC (SUn on the ASCendant) on an
A*C*G map; with 10 astrological planets and four angular positions, the map will be
crossed by 40 lines in all.

Interpreting an A*C*G map is easy: Since being angular enhances the expres-
sion of a planet’s nature in the personality, affairs symbolized by the planet can be
expected to be more prominent in the life of an individual who travels through or
resides under an SU ASC line on such a map. By moving to a locality under an SU
ASC line on one’s A*C*G map, an individual can expect more self-confidence, the-
atricality, creativity, and leadership to manifest.

Although the idea of preparing such a map for applications in mundane astrol-
ogy occurred to other (for the most part sidereal) astrologers in the early part of the
twentieth century, it was only the development of modern computers that made maps
easily enough attainable for their value to be recognized in individual astrology.
Astro*Carto*Graphy pioneered the provision and interpretation of maps to tens of
thousands of individuals who, by comparing their life experiences to the angular plan-
ets identified by the map, have confirmed A*C*G to be among the most reliable natal
astrological techniques. It works so well because it uses only the relevant planet and
angles, the two most tangible and indisputable of astrological data.

Since most people have resided at several locations during their lifetime, an
A*C*G map can confirm impressions of earlier residences as well as forecast outcomes
of future moves. Moreover, a location’s planetary identity seems consistent even when
dealt with remotely, as, for example, through people who at one time lived at a partic-
ular place or have investments or other indirect involvement there. Many people
have reported that love mates were born near a place where Venus was angular, or that
they met in such a zone.

In A*C*G, planet angularities are calculated by oblique ascension, that is,
when the planet is bodily on the meridian or horizon, rather than when its zodiacal
degree rises or culminates. Where two lines on an A*C*G map cross, they identify a
place at which two planets were simultaneously angular at the moment of birth (e.g.,
one rising while the other occupied the midheaven). In addition to collocating a
place-specific interoperation of the two planets’ energies, this paran (line crossing)
also establishes a latitude at which the two planets’ energies are related anywhere on
Earth; that is, a crossing of any two lines on an A*C*G map creates a special latitude
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line completely circling Earth, and on which the energies of the two planets are
blended in the life of the individual. However, this “crossing” energy is far weaker
than that of the planet-angle lines.

Below is the natal A*C*G for Paramahansa Yogananda, among the first of
many East Indian sages to travel to the United States to transmit the highly sophisti-
cated religious knowledge of the subcontinent. Over his native India is found the
Moon ascendant (MO ASC) line, meaning that at his birth the Moon was actually
rising there. Since the Moon defines the student, the child, the listener, and the
“taker-in” of information, this connotes a sensitive individual, receptive, emotional,
and responsive to his surroundings.

locational astrology—2 fulls. Locational Astrology: Yogananda, Janu-
ary 5, 1893, 8:38 M. Time Zone —5:33

Near the Moon line is the Uranus imum coeli (UR IC) line. The IC is perhaps
the most personal and mysterious of the astrological angles, because it symbolizes what
one comes into the world equipped with: one’s family heritage, social class, ethnic
background (and the social status it bestows), religion, etc. Uranus, the planet of indi-
vidualism, at this angle suggests that Yogananda was to transform his natal social
standing by developing his spiritual individuality and, coupled with the Moon line,
indicates that this could be accomplished by attention to external forces and devo-
tion. He was to transcend his social identity by discipleship to his spiritual master; he
would find his true individuality by giving it up.

But the most meaningful manifestation of Yogananda’s potential was to occur
in Los Angeles, where he arrived in the 1930s, complete with flowing robes and long
hair—unheard of in that era. In Los Angeles, he has the Sun on the ascendant (SU
ASC), connoting the expression of life energy, opposite to the Moon’s absorption.
Moreover, the UR IC line from India to Los Angeles becomes the UR MH (midheav-
en) line, showing that the transcendence of Yogananda’s individual cultural and fami-
ly limitations is here transformed into the capacity to act out that role publicly for
others—to become an exemplar of the human potential to grow beyond one’s natal
limitations. This, coupled with the charismatic Sun line, ensured a large following for
Yogananda, who packed lecture halls in California, a state where such separation from
tradition and individual self-expression have always been encouraged.

This example, while briefly delineated, makes clear how important it is to look
at the whole map—not just small subsections of Earth. The reciprocal nature of the
Sun and Moon lines should be obvious, as well as the interesting inversion of the
Uranus line’s angles, accomplished by plotting Yogananda’s move half a world away.
Since an individual at best is going to exemplify only one or two planetary archetypes
in her or his life, knowing which parts of the world hold these lines can be vitally
important in recognizing and implementing the potential of the planets they identify.

Perhaps the most powerful argument in favor of A*C*G’s validity is that every
modern American president whose time of birth is known has initiated armed conflict
in a zone marked by Mars on his map, with the sole exception of Richard Nixon, who
took over a war begun by his predecessors. In addition to using A*C*G in this fashion
to forecast world events, some astrologers use national charts, which can be quite
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revealing, and any map can be projected forward in time through standard techniques
of progression, transits, and solunar returns.

A*C*G is unique among astrological techniques in offering the individual
something that she or he can do to alter the astrological indications under which she
or he is laboring. Many have, upon discovering that they have been struggling under a
Saturn line, relocated to a less oppressive zone and noted dramatic changes immedi-
ately. But residence in such difficult zones has its purpose also, as life cannot be all
social gatherings and pleasures. In any case, knowing the astrological influence
brought about by relocating—or by choosing a favorable location in advance from the
A*C*G map—has proved to be an important adjunct to standard birth chart delin-
eation. Astro*Carto*Graphy is now used universally by modern astrologers serving
clients for whom travel or relocation is an option.

—Jim Lewis

Sources:

Harding, Michael, and Harvey, Charles. Working with Astrology, the Psychology of Harmonics,
Midpoints, and Astro*Carto*Graphy. London: Arcana, 1990.

Hathaway, Edith. Navigating by the Stars. St. Paul, MN: Llewellyn Publications, 1991.

Lewis, Jim. Astro*Carto*Graphy. San Francisco: Astro*Carto*Graphy, 1976.

. Astro*Carto*Graphy Explained. San Francisco: Astro*Carto*Graphy, 1986.

————— The Astro*Carto*Graphy Sourcebook of Mundane Maps. San Francisco:
Astro*Carto*Graphy, 1979-1994.

. Cyclo*Carto*Graphy. San Francisco: Astro*Carto*Graphy, 1982.

Lewis, Jim, and Guttman, Ariel. The Astro*Carto*Graphy Book of Maps. Saint Paul, MN:
Llewellyn Publications, 1989.

ASTRODIAGNOSIS

Astrodiagnosis is the subdivision of medical astrology dealing with the diagnosis of
disease.

ASTRODYNES

Astrodynes is a technique for obtaining a numerical overview of a person’s birth chart.
The technique summarizes how much power, harmony, and discord is associated with
each planet, each house, and each sign in a chart. Elbert Benjamine of the Church of
Light in Los Angeles adopted the terms “astrodynes,” “harmodynes,” and “discor-
dynes” for the calculations of astrological energy that he and W. M. A. Drake devel-
oped in 1946. Benjamine tested, applied, and evaluated the material and conclusions
sent in by Brotherhood of Light researchers around the world, according to his student
Doris Chase Doane.

In 1950, Benjamine wrote in his Astrodyne Manual, “According to their rela-
tive power and harmony, the planets not only show the abilities and environment in
which they can most successfully be used, but they also indicate the events and dis-
eases of a particular type toward which there is a predisposition. Therefore it is very
important to know as precisely as possible both the power of each planet in the birth-
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chart and its harmony or discord.” According to the astrodynes technique, the
amount of power that a planet has is determined by the house that the planet resides
in and by the aspects that the planet makes or receives. The orb for the aspects varies
depending on which planets are involved, from which houses the aspects originate,
and what aspect is being considered.

Due to such complicated considerations, calculating astrodynes by hand for one
chart takes about ten hours. In the 1970s, Astro Numeric Service and Astro Commu-
nications Services began to offer computerized printouts of the astrodynes (also known
as cosmodynes) tables and summaries. Then in the mid-1980s, Church of Light mem-
ber John Molfese wrote a program for the IBM personal computer to calculate and
print the astrodynes tables. To quickly provide accurate planet longitudes and declina-
tions for his calculations, Molfese linked his program to John Halloran’s public domain
program for calculating and saving charts. Users of Molfese’s program could display the
names of all the charts saved with Halloran’s ASTROL96 and pick the charts for
which the astrodynes program should print its tables. When Halloran released Astrolo-
gy for Windows in 1994, Molfese followed suit and in 1995 released Astrodynes for
Windows, which adds screen tables, bar graphs, pie charts, and other features to the
astrodynes results. Halloran Software continues to distribute Astrodynes for Windows.

—John Halloran

Sources:
Benjamine, Elbert. Astrodyne Manual. Los Angeles: The Church of Light, 1950.
Doane, Doris Chase. How to Read Cosmodynes. Tempe, AZ: AFA, 1974.

ASTROLABE

An astrolabe is a mechanical device that, prior to the development of the sextant, was
widely used by mariners. Said to have been developed by Hipparchus, greatest of the
ancient Greek astronomers (although some scholars give Ptolemy the honor), the
astrolabe was used by astrologers when they erected horoscopes to determine the posi-
tions of the planets. (Prior to the development of ephemerides, it was necessary to
actually look at the heavens when casting a horoscope.). The term astrolabe means
“taking the star” in Greek, so it could be used to refer to any instrument for observing
the stellar dome. Thus, in the early medieval period, astrolabe was often applied to the
armillary sphere, a different instrument. The device now called an astrolabe is more
properly termed a planispheric astrolabe. Originally Greek, this instrument was lost to
western Europe until its reintroduction by Arabic sources.

Sources:
DeVore, Nicholas. Encyclopedia of Astrology. New York: Philosophical Library, 1947.
Tester, Jim. A History of Western Astrology. New York: Ballantine, 1987.

ASTROLOGER

An astrologer is one who practices astrology. The term is usually reserved for individu-
als who read charts for clients, although astrological researchers can appropriately
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An astrologer casting a horoscope with Tables of Houses, Ephemerides, and charts.
Reproduced by permission of Fortean Picture Library.

claim the title. Because astrology is not accepted as a legitimate profession by the larger
society, there presently exists no officially recognized agencies for training, testing, and
certifying astrologers. While various astrological societies have established tests of
astrological competence and informal certifications recognizing such skills, the nonoffi-
cial status of these examinations makes them largely ineffective for regulating the field.

ASTROLOGICAL ASSOCIATION OF GREAT BRITAIN

The Astrological Association of Great Britain (AA) was founded at the deliberately
elected moment of 7:22 P.M. on June 21, 1958, in London. Its founding members,
notably John Addey and Roy Firebrace, were members of the Astrological Lodge of
the Theosophical Society who felt their ambitions for astrology were restricted by the
lodge’s image and constitution, specifically its links to the Theosophical Society.
Their aims were essentially twofold: to demonstrate astrology’s objective validity and
to enhance its public reputation, especially within the scientific community and car-
ing professions. The founding assumption for the association was that astrological
claims are both demonstrable and helpful.
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The association also established itself as an umbrella organization for all
astrologers, whether they adhered its objectives or not. It encouraged debate and the
free exchange of information. Hence, the AA has never had a corporate view con-
cerning the nature of astrology and has published material hostile to astrology and
critical of its claims. The unfettered exchange of ideas is considered a central part of
the AA’s work. [ts activities have centered on the organization of weekly meetings (in
London from the late 1950s to the late 1980s) and an annual conference (from 1968
to the present). It has also held other events in the United Kingdom, mainly in Lon-
don (though not exclusively), chiefly an annual research conference.

The AA’s major publication, the Journal, was first published in 1959. This was
followed in the 1960s by the launch of Transit, the newsletter. Correlation, its peer-
reviewed journal of research into astrology, was launched in 1968 and then
relaunched in 1981 after a break in publication in the 1970s. It remains the only acad-
emic journal of its kind. The Astrology and Medicine Newsletter is a specialist magazine
containing articles on medical astrology.

Source:

The Astrological Association of Great Britain. www.astrologicalassociation.com (accessed February
21, 2003).

ASTROLOGICAL DATA

Astrological data are the basis for casting horoscopes and include name, date, place of
birth, and time of birth. Astrologers base their studies on this data as they examine the
patterns and positions of the planets and the signs as they rise, culminate, and set.
Whether they are doing a research study or a personal horoscope, the accuracy of their
observations depends on the accuracy of their data. Whether they are presenting a
paper or delineating a chart, they cannot validate their work unless they can validate
their data.

Speculative charts come from cases where the birth time is unknown and as
such are pure guesswork, usually backed up with events to illustrate the supposed accu-
racy; rectification of a chart begins with an approximate birth time and corrects the
chart to a specific minute. Historically, astrological data have not been presented with
any source of origin. Magazines and journals blithely present charts and articles, and
readers are apparently supposed to accept on faith that the data are accurate.
Astrologers give lectures or present papers with no source given for the data. When
one begins to examine the charts of historical figures and public figures, it may come
as a shock to find that there are several times of birth given. There are over a dozen
times of birth given for Ronald Reagan, and as many for Joseph Stalin, Clark Gable,
and Evita Peron.

There is nothing wrong with speculative data—if they are presented as such.
However, presenting data as factual when they are not is a falsehood; deliberate inac-
curacy is ethically unforgivable; and presenting data without a source is amateurish,
unprofessional, and misleading. Many astrological data are time-specific, so any chart
that does not state the source is open to question, and any conclusions drawn from
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such a chart are not acceptable as valid conclusions. When data were scarce,
astrologers took what they could get. That time is past if they ever hope to gain a rep-
utation for conducting legitimate studies. Astrological journals, schools, and teachers
have a responsibility to the next generation of astrologers to set a standard in record-
ing information. Astrology is making great strides in the early twentieth-first century;
never before has there been access to so much data or to computer-generated charts,
and it is imperative that studies be built on a firm basis and employ empirical data.

The Rodden classification of astrological data is a simple, effective system.
Many astrologers in the United States and Europe use it or a similar coding system.
The first four letters of the English alphabet are used:

AA Accurate; recorded by the family or the state
A Accurate probably; data from the person or family
B Biography or autobiography
C Caution; no source of origin
DD Dirty data; two or more quotes with none verified

Data are the foundation of empirical study. Astrologers should insist on quality
reference works and accurate data that include the date, place, time, time zone, longi-
tude and latitude, source, and a designation of accuracy.

—Lois M. Rodden

ASTROLOGY

Astrology is the science or study of the stars and originally encompassed both astronomy
and what today is call astrology. The word is a combination of astron, Greek for “star,”
and logos, a complex word originally meaning “speech” (in the sense of discourse).
Astrology is discussed extensively in the introductory essay to this encyclopedia.

ASTROMANCY

Astromancy refers to a kind of astrological fortune-telling that views the stars as pre-
dicting an irrevocable destiny for the person having her or his fortune told. Modern
astrologers tend to distance themselves from this tradition of predicting specific
events. Instead of predicting events, most contemporary astrologers describe upcom-
ing planetary conditions, with the understanding that clients have the free will to
respond to planetary influences in different ways. Like meteorologists, astrologers can
only predict trends and probabilities—not details.

ASTRONOMY

Astronomy is the branch of natural science that studies the celestial bodies. The word
is a combination of astron, Greek for “star,” and nomos, Greek for “law.” Astrology was
formerly part of astronomy, with astrological determinations being viewed as a “practi-
cal application” of astronomical knowledge. Prior to the modern period, all of the
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An illustration of the great Viennese telescope, constructed in the mid-nineteenth century.
Reproduced by permission of Fortean Picture Library.
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great astronomers were also astrologers, including such luminaries as Tycho Brahe and
Johannes Kepler.

Several hundred years ago, however, the two fields began to diverge, and today
there are two distinct communities: astrologers, who are largely ignorant of astronomy,
and astronomers, who know almost nothing about astrology. For the most part, con-
temporary astronomers despise astrology as a medieval superstition. This is not, how-
ever, because astrology fails to pass empirical tests of validity, but because astronomers
reject astrology out of hand. When skeptics have actually subjected astrology to
empirical tests, they have found—sometimes to their dismay—correlations between
celestial and terrestrial phenomena.

For their part, astrologers are more often than not woefully ignorant of astron-
omy. This ignorance is sometimes compounded by an attitude that condemns all sci-
ence as narrow-minded and spiritually dead. There are, however, a handful of contem-
porary astrologers who have explored current astronomy for potential astrological
insights, including Michael and Margaret Erlewine, whose Astrophysical Directions
offers a starting point for astrologers interested in pursuing this line of research, and
Philip Sedgwick, whose Astrology of Deep Space is a creative follow-up on the
Erlewines’ work.

Sources:

Brau, Jean-Louis, Helen Weaver, and Allan Edmands. Larousse Encyclopedia of Astrology. New
York: New American Library, 1980.

Erlewine, Michael, and Margaret Erlewine. Astrophysical Directions. Ann Arbor, MI: Heart Cen-
ter School of Astrology, 1977.

Sedgwick, Philip. The Astrology of Deep Space. Birmingham, MI: Seek-It Publications, 1984.

ATE
Ate, asteroid 111 (the 111th asteroid to be discovered, on August 14, 1870), is

approximately 156 kilometers in diameter and has an orbital period of 4.2 years. It was
named after the goddess of blind folly, rashness, infatuation, and mischief. According
to Greek tragedians, Ate was behind the avenging curse that was the ultimate cause of
the Trojan War. The natal position of Ate by sign and house may indicate where one
is most prone to folly. When afflicted, Ate may show where one is likely to respond to
real or imagined insults in an exaggerated fashion.

Sources:

Kowal, Charles T. Asteroids: Their Nature and Utilization. Chichester, West Sussex, UK: Ellis
Horwood Limited, 1988.

Room, Adrian. Dictionary of Astronomical Names. London: Routledge, 1988.

Schwartz, Jacob. Asteroid Name Encyclopedia. St. Paul, MN: Llewellyn Publications, 1995.

ATHENE

Athene, asteroid 881 (the 881st asteroid to be discovered, on July 22, 1870), is
approximately 12 kilometers in diameter and has an orbital period of 4.2 years.
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The temple of Athena in the Parthenon, Athens. Reproduced by permission of Fortean
Picture Library.

Athene was named after the Greek warrior goddess Athena, who was born fully
formed from Zeus’ head and after whom the city of Athens was named. Jacob
Schwartz gives the astrological significance of Athene as “protectively warlike, wise
and just, associated with wisdom, handicrafts, weaving, navigation and agriculture.”
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J. Lee Lehman associates this asteroid, as well as the asteroids Pallas and Minerva,
with “interest or ability in areas which combine the functioning of the mind and the
body.” Athene, in contrast with Pallas and Minerva, indicates more interest in being
competent than in being right (Pallas) or accomplished (Minerva).

Sources:

Kowal, Charles T. Asteroids: Their Nature and Utilization. Chichester, West Sussex, UK: Ellis
Horwood Limited, 1988.

Lehman, J. Lee. The Ultimate Asteroid Book. West Chester, PA: Whitford Press, 1988.

Room, Adrian. Dictionary of Astronomical Names. London: Routledge, 1988.

Schwartz, Jacob. Asteroid Name Encyclopedia. St. Paul, MN: Llewellyn Publications, 1995.

ATLANTIS

Atlantis, asteroid 1,198 (the 1198th asteroid to be discovered, on September 7, 1931),
is approximately 2.8 kilometers in diameter and has an orbital period of 3.4 years.
Atlantis was named after a mythological continent, said by Plato to have existed in
the Atlantic Ocean, that was destroyed by cataclysmic earthquakes. According to
Martha Lang-Wescott, the location of Atlantis indicates where one experiences a
sense of imminent doom, as well as a willingness to “pay for” real or imagined errors or
unworthiness from the past. This asteroid’s key words are “expiation” and “ethics.”
Jacob Schwartz adds “the use of karma to rationalize events” to the astrological signifi-
cance of Atlantis.

Sources:

Lang-Wescott, Martha. Asteroids-Mechanics: Ephemerides II. Conway, MA: Treehouse Moun-
tain, 1990.

——— Mechanics of the Future: Asteroids. Rev. ed. Conway, MA: Treehouse Mountain, 1991.

Schwartz, Jacob. Asteroid Name Encyclopedia. St. Paul, MN: Llewellyn Publications, 1995.

ATTILA

Attila, asteroid 1489 (the 1,489th asteroid to be discovered, on April 12, 1939), is
approximately 15 kilometers in diameter and has an orbital period of 5.7 years. Attila
was named after the West’s most famous barbarian, Attila the Hun. J. Lee Lehman
associates this asteroid with power and dominance issues. Attila, she says, “signifies
the fighter. The Attila type does not retire gracefully.” Jacob Schwartz gives the astro-
logical significance of this asteroid as “active dominance to get what one wants even
fighting when it is unnecessary.”

Sources:

Kowal, Charles T. Asteroids: Their Nature and Utilization. Chichester, West Sussex, UK: Ellis
Horwood Limited, 1988.

Lehman, J. Lee. The Ultimate Asteroid Book. West Chester, PA: Whitford Press, 1988.

Schwartz, Jacob. Asteroid Name Encyclopedia. St. Paul, MN: Llewellyn Publications, 1995.

THE ASTROLOGY BOOK

[77]



Autumnal Equinox (Fall Equinox)

[78]

A detail of the mythical “Lost City” from a map belonging to Nicola Sanson, c. 1600.
Reproduced by permission of Fortean Picture Library.

AUTUMNAL EQUINOX (FALL EQUINOX)

Equinox, Latin for “equal night,” refers to one of the two days of the year on which day-
time and nighttime are equal in duration. The autumnal equinox takes place on or
around September 23, and marks the beginning of both the sign Libra and the fall season.
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AXIAL ROTATION

Axial rotation is the turning of Earth on its axis and, by extension, the spin-
ning of any heavenly body on its axis. It is Earth’s daily rotation that is responsible for
the apparent motion of the Sun, Moon, planets, and stars across the sky.

AZIMUTH

One can locate a specific celestial object in several ways, most of which
involve specifying two coordinates. The azimuth is one of the coordinates of such a
system. Although the notion of azimuth is basically simple, it is not simple to explain.
Imagine that a group of people are looking at a star. From where they are standing,
they can measure the angle between the horizon and the star. This gives them one
coordinate in terms of angular distance (called the altitude, for obvious reasons).
Then imagine a geometric plane that, like some kind of gigantic wall, cuts through
Earth, intersecting the north and south poles, the place where they are standing, and
the point directly over their heads (the zenith). They then measure another angle
with their surveying instrument, this time between the imaginary wall and the star.
This angular distance gives them the azimuth.

Sources:

Filbey, John, and Peter Filbey. The Astrologer’s Companion. Wellingborough, Northamptonshire,
UK: Aquarian Press, 1986.

Gettings, Fred. Dictionary of Astrology. London: Routledge & Kegan Paul, 1985.
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BAcCcHUS

Bacchus is asteroid 2,063 (the 2,063rd asteroid to
be discovered, on April 24, 1977). It is approxi-
mately 1.2 kilometers in diameter and has an
orbital period of 1.1 years. Bacchus was named
after the god of wine, the Roman equivalent of
the Greek Dionysus. According to Martha Lang-
Wescott, Bacchus is related to addictive syn-
drome, particularly to the denial, substitution,
and management of uncomfortable emotions.
This asteroid’s key word is “denial.” According to
J. Lee Lehman, “Bacchus represents the way that
a person seeks ecstasy through direct experience
or passion.” Jacob Schwartz gives the astrological
significance of this asteroid as “Ecstasy to encour-
age sensual excess and fertility; addictive person-
alities and behaviors and attempts to manage
feelings through substitutions.”

Bacchus is also one of the names given
to the hypothetical planet that some astrologers
assert is orbiting beyond Pluto.

Sources:

Lehman, ]. Lee. The Ultimate Asteroid Book. West
Chester, PA: Whitford, 1988.

Lang-Wescott, Martha. Asteroids-Mechanics: Ephe-
merides II. Rev. ed. Conway, MA: Treehouse
Mountain, 1990.
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Bacon, Francis

An image of Francis Bacon from the title page of his

Sermones Fideles, 1621. Reproduced by permission of

Fortean Picture Library.

Sources:

Schwartz, Jacob. Asteroid Name Encyclopedia. St.
Paul, MN: Llewellyn Publications, 1995.

BAacoN, FRANCIS

Francis Bacon (1561-1626) was an English
philosopher often regarded as the father (or one
of the fathers) of modern science. He was
famous for his advocacy of the empirical
method. Perhaps because he perceived it as rest-
ing on an empirical base, he was an ardent
champion of astrology.

BAILEY, ALICE A.

Alice A. Bailey, a well-known Theosophist
who left the Theosophical Society to form the
Arcane School in 1919, was born in Manches-
ter, England, on June 16, 1880. Born Alice La
Trobe-Bateman, she married the theosophist
Foster Bailing in 1920. In the field of astrology,
she is best known for a treatise on esoteric
astrology that was dictated to her by Master D.
K. (also known as The Tibetan). She also tran-
scribed a volume on the astrology of countries,
The Destiny of Nations. She asserted that she
knew nothing about astrology herself. Her
dense tome on esoteric astrology has been the
single most influential book in this area of
astrology for many decades. Bailey died in
1949.

Bailey, Alice A. The Destiny of the Nations. New York: Lucis Publishing Co., 1949.

. Esoteric Astrology. New York: Lucis Publishing Co., 1950.
. The Unfinished Autobiography of Alice A. Bailey. New York: Lucis Publishing Co., 1951.

Holden, James H., and Robert A. Hughes. Astrological Pioneers of America. Tempe, AZ: Ameri-

can Federation of Astrologers, 1988.

BAILEY, E. H.

E. H. Bailey, born November 29, 1876, in Kent, England, was an astrologer and an
author. It is said he became interested in astrology as a boy after reading Zadkiel’s
almanac, a popular astrology almanac of the time. About 1900, he worked briefly for
the well-known astrologer Alan Leo. Bailey initiated the astrological periodical Des-
tiny in 1904, but it was unsuccessful. He later took a job editing The British Journal of
Astrology and became a fellow of the Astrological Society of America.

82]
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Bailey is best remembered for his work on the “prenatal epoch” (determining
an individual’s time of conception), a topic he became interested in after reading
some pieces by W. Gorn Old (Sepharial) in Astrologer’s Magazine. Bailey communicat-
ed with Sepharial as he developed his own theory. The basic technique for determin-
ing the conception date from the birth date goes back to antiquity and can also be uti-
lized to rectify a birth time. Bailey and Sepharial developed the method further, but
their work evoked strong opposition from certain other astrologers. Bailey studied the
prenatal epoch in hundreds of cases, many of them collected from public records and
others obtained with the help of obstetricians. Considering the period in which it was
written, The Prenatal Epoch was a well-researched and well-developed book. However,
astrological interest in this topic has waned considerably since Bailey’s time. He died
on June 4, 1959.

Sources:

Bailey, E. H. The Prenatal Epoch. N.p., 1916. Reprint, New York, S. Weiser, 1970.

Holden, James H., and Robert A. Hughes. Astrological Pioneers of America. Tempe, AZ: Ameri-
can Federation of Astrologers, 1988.

BARREN SIGNS

The barren signs are the signs of the zodiac traditionally said to deny children (i.e., to
indicate sterility) when placed on the cusp of the fifth house, the house of children.
These signs are Gemini, Leo, and Virgo. A number of other signs are regarded as being
somewhat barren. The traditional barren planets are Mars and Saturn; some astrologers
now add Uranus. The fertile signs and planets are referred to as fruitful. The classifica-
tion of the zodiac into degrees of barrenness and fruitfulness has been largely aban-
doned because contemporary astrological research has failed to verify this traditional
interpretation. However, some modern astrologers hold the modified view that barren
signs limit the number of children, rather than actually deny them. The traditional bar-
ren signs are still regarded as unfruitful in agricultural astrology, however.

Sources:
Gettings, Fred. Dictionary of Astrology. London: Routledge & Kegan Paul, 1985.
Lee, Dal. Dictionary of Astrology. New York: Paperback Library, 1969.

BEER

Beer, asteroid 1,896 (the 1,896th asteroid to be discovered, on October 26, 1971), is
approximately 6.6 kilometers in diameter and has an orbital period of 3.8 years. Beer
was named after the prominent astronomer, Arthur Beer, who was a spectroscopist
and spectrophotometrist. J. Lee Lehman, perhaps unaware of the astronomer Beer,
gives this asteroid a “literal” interpretation, associating it with addiction, particularly
addiction to alcoholic substances.

Sources:
Kowal, Charles T. Asteroids: Their Nature and Utilization. Chichester, West Sussex, UK: Ellis
Horwood Limited, 1988.
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Lehman, J. Lee. The Ultimate Asteroid Book. West Chester, PA: Whitford Press, 1988.
Schwartz, Jacob. Asteroid Name Encyclopedia. St. Paul, MN: Llewellyn Publications, 1995.

BEHOLDING

Beholding signs are pairs of signs of the zodiac that have the same delineation—i.e.,
the signs that are equidistant from the tropical signs (Cancer and Capricorn.) These
pairs of signs are Aries and Libra; Taurus and Virgo; Gemini and Leo; Aquarius and
Sagittarius; and Pisces and Scorpio.

BELLONA

Bellona, asteroid 28 (the 28th asteroid to be discovered, on March 1, 1854), is approx-
imately 124 kilometers in diameter and has an orbital period of 4.6 years. It was
named after the Roman goddess of war, who some myths say was the wife of Mars;
other accounts maintain that she was his sister. The goddess did not have a developed
mythology of her own. The asteroid Bellona may be delineated in somewhat the same
way as Mars. [ts prominence in a natal chart indicates an energetic, assertive person.
When inharmoniously aspected, Bellona may show a bellicose personality.

Sources:

Kowal, Charles T. Asteroids: Their Nature and Utilization. Chichester, West Sussex, UK: Ellis
Horwood Limited, 1988.

Room, Adrian. Dictionary of Astronomical Names. London: Routledge, 1988.

Schwartz, Jacob. Asteroid Name Encyclopedia. St. Paul, MN: Llewellyn Publications, 1995.

BENEFIC (BENEFIC ASPECTS; BENEFIC PLANETS)

Benefic is a traditional term that, after falling into disuse among modern astrologers,
has experienced a revival with the renewed interest in classical astrology. It refers to
aspects and planets regarded as having a fortunate, harmonious influence. Benefic
aspects are angles such as trines and sextiles (often called soft aspects by current
astrologers) and planets such as Venus (the Lesser Benefic) and Jupiter (the Greater
Benefic). The antonym of benefic is malefic.

BENNETT, SIDNEY KIMBALL (WYNN)

Sidney Kimball Bennett, born February 10, 1892, in Chicago, was a prominent
astrologer of the early twentieth century. Under the pseudonym Wynn, he published
Wynn's Astrology Magazine in the thirties and forties. He began studying astrology as a
young man (about 1915) and was practicing professionally by the twenties.

In The Key Cycle, Bennett relates that a number of his clients had complained
that his prognostications, based on the techniques of progressions and directions, had
failed. He regarded these failures as being traceable to mistaken birth times. These
faulty predictions struck home, however, in May 1926 when he failed to foresee an
accident in which he was almost killed by a hit-and-run driver. At the time, Bennett
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was traveling in California on a business trip during which he was attempting to take
advantage of a “marvelous combination of progressions.” However, from a business
standpoint the trip was a total failure. Reflecting upon these events and calling to
mind his clients’ complaints, he was persuaded to give up progressions and directions.

Bennett then began to experiment with other predictive methods, such as
solar return. He devised a technique for utilizing this method for intermediate dates,
and this was the origin of the predictive system he called The Key Cycle.

In the early thirties, Bennett wrote an astrology column for the New York Daily
News. In 1932, he foretold a week of financial turmoil for early March 1933. One of
Franklin D. Roosevelt’s first official acts as president after his inauguration on March
4, 1933, was to proclaim a “bank holiday,” closing all the banks in the United States.
Many banks did not reopen, and depositors suffered a complete loss. This act shook
the nation and threw the financial markets into chaos. Bennett became famous for his
prediction. In later life, he lived in Australia, where he is thought to have died in the
late fifties.

Sources:

Bennett, Sidney Kimball. Astrology, Science of Prediction. Los Angeles: Wynn Publishing Co.,
1945.

. Astrology: Your Path to Success. Philadelphia: David McKay Co., 1938.

. The Key Cycle. 1931. Reprint, Tempe, AZ: American Federation of Astrologers, 1970.

. Your Life Till 1954 ... Your Next 20 Years ... with 20-Year World Prediction, Interpreted by
Wynn. New York: Wynn Publishing Co., 1933.

Holden, James H., and Robert A. Hughes. Astrological Pioneers of America. Tempe, AZ: Ameri-
can Federation of Astrologers, 1988.

Wynn's Astrology Magazine. New York: Wynn Publishing Co., 1931-194[7].

BEROSUS

Berosus was a famous Mesopotamian priest and astrologer born about 330 B.C.E. He
left his native land, settled on the Greek island of Kos, and taught astrology. Berosus is
attributed with introducing astrology to the Greeks, in whose hands it was trans-
formed from a priestly art into an empirical science.

BESIEGED

Besieged is a traditional term used to describe the situation of a planet (particularly a
significator) placed between two other planets and falling within both of their orbs of
influence. The conflicting connotations of the word besieged derive from the tenden-
cy of an older generation of astrologers to call attention to conjunctions in which a
benefic planet (e.g., Venus) was placed between two malefics (e.g., Mars and Saturn).
A planet can be favorably besieged, however, as when placed between two benefic
planets.
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BESTIAL SIGNS

The bestial signs are the signs of the zodiac represented by animals. Those classified as
bestial vary, but always include Aries the Ram, Taurus the Bull, Leo the Lion, and
Capricorn the Goat. The three water signs are also symbolized by animals, but water
sign animals are not four-footed “beasts.” Hence, the water triplicity—Cancer the
Crab, Scorpio the Scorpion (sometimes the Eagle), and Pisces the Fish—is sometimes
included in the bestial list. Sagittarius the Archer is often represented as a centaur—
half human and half horse. When represented as an archer, Sagittarius is classified as
nonbestial; when represented as a centaur, bestial.

The signs that are not bestial are human signs. They are Gemini the Twins,
Virgo the Virgin, Aquarius the Water Bearer, and, when considered as the Archer,
Sagittarius. Only Libra is represented by a nonliving artifact, the Scales (although the
old symbol for Libra was a woman holding a scale, which would make it a human
sign). This grouping of signs into bestial and nonbestial contrasts with the signs found
in East Asian astrological systems (e.g., Chinese astrology), all of which are bestial.

Unlike most other schemes of classification, such as the elements (earth, air,
fire, and water) and the qualities (mutable, cardinal, and fixed), the bestial/nonbestial
contrast does not carry practical consequences for interpretation (i.e., persons born
under animal signs are not more “beastly” than others). For this reason, as well as
because of the negative connotation of the term beast, the expression bestial sign has
dropped out of general usage in modern astrology.

Sources:

Bach, Eleanor. Astrology from A to Z: An Illustrated Source Book. New York: Philosophical
Library, 1990.

Lee, Dal. Dictionary of Astrology. New York: Paperback Library, 1969.

BETTINA

Bettina, asteroid 250 (the 250th asteroid to be discovered, on September 3, 1885), is
approximately 128 kilometers in diameter and has an orbital period of 5.6 years. It was
named after the baroness Rothschild, who, according to Jacob Schwartz, “purchased
the right to name the asteroid for the fifty pounds the discoverer needed to finance a
solar eclipse expedition.” In a natal chart, Bettina may show where one gives or is oth-
erwise generous with an expectation of reward.

Sources:

Kowal, Charles T. Asteroids: Their Nature and Utilization. Chichester, West Sussex, UK: Ellis
Horwood Limited, 1988.

Room, Adrian. Dictionary of Astronomical Names. London: Routledge, 1988.

Schwartz, Jacob. Asteroid Name Encyclopedia. St. Paul, MN: Llewellyn Publications, 1995.

BHARANI

Bharani (or the Bearer) is one of the Nakshatras (lunar mansions) of Vedic astrology.
Symbolized by a female sex organ, this Nakshatra can be found from Aries 13°20’ to
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26°40’. Yama, the god of death or the setting sun, presides, and the planet Venus rules
Bharani. This sign implies a “cutting” energy, and is a good time to do unpleasant but
necessary activities; people may be more mentally quick and spontaneous, while also
exhibiting tendencies towards amorality or fickleness during this time.

—Pramela Thiagesan

THE BIBLE AND ASTROLOGY

The Hebrew and Christian Bibles are a complex set of documents. To advocates of
astrology, it is not difficult to find passages presenting the science of the stars in a posi-
tive light. If, on the other hand, one wishes to attack astrology, it is also possible to find
passages condemning stargazing. Certain Scriptures appear—at least in the King James
Version (KJV)—to condemn astrologers as those who keep, watch, or observe the
times; e.g., “Ye shall not eat anything with the blood, neither shall ye use enchant-
ment, nor observe times” (Lev. 19:26). This allusion to astrology, however, was an
interpolation by KJV translators. In modern translations, it is clear that the original
biblical condemnation was against divination in general, rather than astrology in par-
ticular: “You shall not eat meat with the blood in it. You shall not practise divination or
soothsaying” (New English Bible); and “You shall not eat any flesh with the blood in it.
You shall not practice augury or witchcraft” (Revised Standard Version).

Advocates of astrology, however, can point to such passages as “God created
lights in the heavens, and He made them for signs and for seasons” (Gen. 1:14), which
is capable of being interpreted as a reference to astrology. More generally, because the
God of Western religions is a sky-god, many different scriptural passages portray God
as utilizing heavenly signs to instruct the faithful. These signs are often ambiguous
enough to be given an astrological interpretation. With a little reworking, it is not dif-
ficult to read many otherwise innocent passages in an astrological manner, for exam-
ple, the Lord’s Prayer, as noted in Don Jacobs’s Astrology’s Pew in the Church) :

Our Father who lives in the heavens,

Let your name be honored,

Let your Kingdom come,

Let your will be done down here on the earth,
As perfectly as it is in the sky.

From these examples, it is not difficult to see that both supporters and detrac-
tors must “massage” various biblical passages to get an unambiguous message on the
status of astrology. One of the few biblical accounts in which we can clearly perceive
the practice of astrology is the story of The Three Wise Men. The Magi were clearly
astrologers, and the Star of Bethlehem, as scholars have long pointed out, was actually
a major planetary conjunction. The Magi believed, as do many of our contemporaries,
that our planet was on the verge of entering a “new age,” and this particular conjunc-
tion was taken to indicate the birth of a new world teacher.

Sources:
Jacobs, Don. Astrology’s Pew in the Church. San Francisco: The Joshua Foundation, 1979.
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Simms, Maria Kay. Twelve Wings of the Eagle: Evolution Through the Ages of the Zodiac. San
Diego: 1988.

BICORPOREAL

Bicorporeal signs are signs of the zodiac said to be “double bodied”: Gemini, Sagittar-
ius, and Pisces. As originally used by Ptolemy, bicorporeal referred to all of the muta-
ble signs, which are the three signs mentioned above plus Virgo.

BIQUINTILE

A biquintile is a minor aspect of 144°, created by subdividing a circle (360°) into five
parts. As the name indicates, a biquintile is equivalent to two quintiles (72° aspects).
The great astronomer Johannes Kepler devised quintiles and biquintiles for his astro-
logical work. Under-researched, a biquintile’s influence is sometimes said to be similar
to that of a quintile, and it is given an orb of influence of 1° to 2°.

BIRTH CONTROL, ASTROLOGICAL

While the expression “astrological birth control” could have several referents, it is
usually taken to refer to the system discovered and elaborated by the Czech psychia-
trist Eugen Jonas. His initial discoveries were summed up by his three fundamental
rules—conception, determination of sex, and life capability of the fetus—which he
first formulated on August 15, 1956, according to Sheila Ostrander and Lynn
Schroeder’s book Astrological Birth Control:

1. The time of fertility [a second period of fertility, independent of the ovula-
tion cycle] occurs during the same phase of the moon as that in which the
woman was born.

2. The sex of the future child will be determined by the position of the moon
during the time of the woman’s fertility—whether the moon is found in the
positive or in the negative field [i.e., in a positive, masculine sign or in a
negative, feminine sign] of the ecliptic (or zodiac).

3. Unfavorable distribution of gravitational forces of the nearer celestial bod-
ies at the time of conception produces complications during pregnancy, par-
ticularly for the fetus.

These discoveries became the basis for an astrological birth control clinic that,
after overcoming much resistance, Jonas was able to establish in Czechoslovakia.

The first rule became the basis for a system of birth control that is basically an
elaboration and development of the old rhythm method. Rather than abstaining only
during the period of a woman’s ovulation, a couple also abstains on (and for several
days prior to) the day that the Sun and Moon repeat the exact angle they made with
each other at the moment of the woman’s birth. For instance, a woman born at the
exact moment of the full moon (when, with Earth as the vertex, the Sun and Moon
make a 180° angle to each other) would abstain during, and for several days prior to,
the full moon. When combined with abstention during ovulation, this modified

THE ASTROLOGY BOOK



Birth Control, Astrological

rhythm method is, according to Czech researchers, 98 percent effective as a birth con-
trol method.

Jonas became interested in astrology as a student but kept this interest separate
from his profession during the early part of his career. In the mid-1950s, however,
neighboring Hungary legalized abortion. This motivated Jonas, a practicing Catholic,
to search for alternatives, even in such unlikely subject areas as astrology. According
to Ostrander and Schroeder, from the ancient system of Mesopotamian astrology, he
found a fragment asserting that “woman is fertile during a certain phase of the moon.”
No other clues illuminating this statement survived. Using this assertion as a starting
place, however, Jonas painstakingly researched birth records until he broke the code
of ancient astrological science: A woman is fertile during the phase of the Moon that
replicates the phase the Moon was in at the moment of her birth.

Jonas’s second rule is based on the Pythagorean notion that odd numbers are
male and even numbers female. Hence, since ancient times, the first, third, fifth, sev-
enth, ninth, and eleventh signs of the zodiac (Aries, Gemini, Leo, Libra, Sagittarius,
and Aquarius) were regarded as masculine, while the second, fourth, sixth, eighth,
tenth, and twelfth signs (Taurus, Cancer, Virgo, Scorpio, Capricorn, and Pisces) were
regarded as feminine. The Moon, as the traditional ruler of conception and mother-
hood, might well have been anticipated as the key to influencing the sex of a child.
Using the sign of the Moon at the time of conception, Jonas found he could predict
the sex of a child with 85 percent accuracy. This effect of the Moon sign was apparent-
ly known to Hellenistic astrologers.

The third rule flows out of Jonas’s search for possible astrological factors in
miscarriages and birth defects. Jonas found a significant correlation between such
complications and the presence of opposition (180°) angles—particularly when the
Sun was involved—during conception. While this particular finding has no known
correlate with traditional astrology, the negative effect of an opposition aspect in a
natal chart (in contrast to a conception chart) has been well known since antiquity.
That the Sun, as the traditional ruler of vitality and life force, is involved in such
complications is not surprising.

As Jonas’s work became established and grew, his center counseled couples in
all three of the areas covered by his three rules: birth control, selecting the sex of chil-
dren, and avoiding birth complications. This work flourished during Czechoslovakia’s
“springtime of freedom,” the country’s short-lived experiment with an open society
prior to the Soviet invasion in the late summer of 1968. Jonas’s center remained in
operation another year and half following the invasion before being closed by the gov-
ernment. The doctor was demoted and his work stopped. After the collapse of the iron
curtain, Jonas revived his work, though the official website of the Centrum Jonas
International indicates that Jonas is living in retirement.

Although most of the relevant research of Jonas and colleagues is contained in
untranslated books, pamphlets, and articles, since 1972 the English-speaking world
has had the basic information on astrological birth control available to it through
Ostrander and Schroeder’s Astrological Birth Control. The authors had discovered
Jonas’s work while researching their popular Psychic Discoveries Behind the Iron Cur-
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tain. They collected materials on astrological birth control and, having copies of most
of the relevant information at the time of the Soviet invasion, Ostrander and
Schroeder decided to have the materials in their possession translated. From these and
other sources they wrote Astrological Birth Control. (The book is also useful for its
overview of scientific research on astrological effects up to 1972.) Enough technical
material is included that any competent astrologer can cast an astrological birth con-
trol chart, although the authors were careful to include the caveat that they were not
recommending the system. The reports from non-iron-curtain researchers who have
investigated Jonas’s system since the publication of Ostrander and Schroeder’s book
are mixed; some claim to have replicated his results, while others report disconfirma-
tion. One can find numerous relevant websites by typing Jonas’s name into any Inter-
net search engine.

Sources:

Centrum Jonas International. http://www.centrum.jonas.com.

Naish, Francesca. The Lunar Cycle: A Guide to Natural and Astrological Fertility Control. Brid-
port, Dorset, UK: Prism Press, 1989.

Ostrander, Sheila, and Lynn Schroeder. Astrological Birth Control. Englewood Cliffs, NJ: Pren-
tice-Hall, 1972. (Reissued in paperback as Natural Birth Control.)

. Psychic Discoveries Behind the Iron Curtain. Englewood Cliffs, NJ: Prentice-Hall, 1970.

BIRTH MOMENT

Although determining the exact birth moment—first appearance of the baby’s head,
delivery, severing of the umbilical cord, first breath, first cry, etc.—has sometimes
been the subject of debate, the consensus among most astrologers is that the natal
chart should be cast for the individual’s first breath. Clients sometimes tell astrologers
that their nativity should have been earlier or later than was recorded on their birth
certificate (i.e., that the chart cast for their moment of birth is somehow wrong,
because they were born premature). Such people misconceive the nature of astrologi-
cal influence: The individual’s first independent breath is like the clicking of a camera
shutter, exposing the “film” of their soul to the imprint of celestial influences.

Sources:

Bach, Eleanor. Astrology from A to Z: An Illustrated Source Book. New York: Philosophical
Library, 1990.

Leo, Alan. The Complete Dictionary of Astrology. Rochester, VT: Destiny Books, 1989.

BIRTHPLACE SYSTEM

An alternative name for the Koch house system. By extension, Koch houses are some-
times called birthplace houses.

BITTER SIGNS

The expression “bitter signs” is an older term applied to the fire signs, which were said
to be fiery, hot, and bitter. The antonym is sweet signs.
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BLUE MooN

The Moon can sometimes appear bluish because of atmospheric conditions, but the
expression “once in a blue Moon” refers to a month during which two full moons
occur—one at the beginning and the other near the end of the month. This happens
only once every few years.

BoNaTTI, GUIDO

The astrologer Guido Bonatti was born in Cascia, Italy, although his birthdate is
unclear. We know he was in the Italian cities of Ravenna and Bologna, in 1223, and
in Forli by 1233. He was advisor to Frederick II Hohenstaufen, the Holy Roman
Emperor. In 1259, Bonatti entered the service of the tyrant Ezzelino III da Romano,
and the following year he became astrologer to Count Guido di Montefeltro. Bonatti
was the author of the Liber astronomicus sometime after 1282. He died in 1297. In His-
tory of Magic and Experimental Science (1923), Lynn Thorndike reports that Dante put
Bonatti in the eighth circle of his Inferno: “Vedi Guido Bonattia”—Inferno, XX, 118.

Bonatti was a well known and influential man in his day and still highly
regarded in Forli and Bologna. He was an aristocrat, an adviser to the mighty, and a
learned man. The chroniclers of the day—Giovanni Villani, Fossi, Salimbene di
Adam—took note of him. The Annales of Forli report that he played a prominent part
in the defense of Forli in 1282 by Guido Montefeltro against a large force sent by Pope
Martin IV. Despite the high regard he was held in during his lifetime (which contin-
ues in Bologna and Forli to this day, where Guido Bonatti has the status of a kind of
local hero), there are few reliable details about his life. The date of his birth is a mys-
tery. The year of his death is debated; Thorndike thinks it closer to 1300 than 1297.

Bonatti is said to have ended his life as a Franciscan monk.

Bonatti’s role in the spread of astrology in western Europe in the thirteenth
century was an important one. The twelfth century saw the western Christian world
suddenly become obsessed with Arabic Science (called the “New Science”). Astrology
played a central role in this New Science. The transmission of Arabic astrology to the
Latin West and a renewal of interest in both Greek and Arabic astrology among the
Byzantines led to translation projects, principally in Spain and Sicily, where transla-
tors worked avidly and prolifically to make Arabic astrological texts available to the
Latins. The thirteenth century saw the widespread assimilation of this recently
acquired astrological science and to ecclesiastical opposition to it. Astrology was con-
demned by the church in 1210, 1215, and 1277. These multiple condemnations show
that no one was listening. Instead of giving up astrology, western Europeans were prac-
ticing it and comparing the many texts circulating in western Europe.

Bonatti’s Liber astronomicus is an outstanding exemplar of the thirteenth-cen-
tury dissemination and assimilation in Christian western Europe of Arabic astrology.
It is a Summa of astrology based upon the author’s collection, collation, comparison,
and application of the existing Latin translations available to him. Bonatti was a prac-
ticing astrologer. In his day, his reputation was good.
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Thorndike, in the History of Magic and Experimental Science calls the Liber
astronomicus “the most important astrological work produced in Latin in the 13th cen-
tury.” The same work is also known as the Liber astronomiae. Bonatti, like Roger
Bacon, uses the word “astronomy” to denote what we understand as astrology and the
word “astrology” to denote astronomy. His influence is attested to by the many manu-
scripts and printed editions of his work. It was widely circulated in manuscript and
translated into Italian and German (Basel, 1572). Segments of the text have been
translated into English: his 146 Considerations, Lilly (1676); Tractatus 1, 11, and III, by
Zoller (1994), available from www.robertzoller.com; and his dicta on how to wage war
using astrological elections (in Tractatus VI). A manuscript copy was in the library of
Italian humanist Giovanni Pico della Mirandola. English mathematician and
astrologer John Dee also had a manuscript copy of it; Italian philosopher Marsilio Fici-
no must have had one as well.

Bonatti’s Liber astronomicus remained a standard work from the thirteenth to
the eighteenth century. The English astrologer Alfred J. Pearce mentions Bonatti in
his nineteenth-century Textbook of Astrology. Pearce’s citation of Bonatti underscores
the importance of the Italian’s work and his lasting influence among serious
astrologers. Pearce’s mishandling of Bonatti’s instructions regarding the keys to mun-
dane astrological delineation and prediction are typical of the nineteenth- and twen-
tieth-century corner-cutting simplification of real astrology, which produced a more
provincial, nonthreatening astrology and opened the door to the blander version of
astrology often found today.

To speak about Bonatti is to speak about his Liber Astronomiae. The work is 10
tractates long in 848 numbered columns (425 unpaginated pages in the 1550 Basel
edition). It deals with horary, electional, natal, and mundane astrology. A text on
astrometeorology is appended to the 1496 Venice and the 1550 Basel editions.

Tractatus Primus presents Bonatti’s philosophical argument in favor of astrolo-
gy. He relies heavily upon Abt Ma‘shar’s Greater Introduction. Tractatus Secundus gives
the basics of astrology, signs, subdivisions, planets, houses, joys of the planets, digni-
ties, melothesiae, and characteristics of degrees. Tractatus Tertius discusses the natures
of the planets, how they interact with each other, the signs, and houses. Tractatus
Quartus is on the consideration of certain conjunctions and of other things the
astrologer ought to know. These things are the definitions of certain technical terms
in astrology, the great conjunction of Saturn and Jupiter in the first term of Aries, the
conjunction of the same planets in the beginning of each triplicity, the conjunction of
Saturn and Mars, the conjunction of Saturn and Jupiter, the conjunction of the Sun
with the other planets, the conjunction and opposition of the luminaries, the combust
and incombust hours, the duodena of the Moon, and that the discovery of the ascen-
dant when the birth time is uncertain is through the Animodar of Ptolemy.

Tractatus Quintus presents Bonatti’s 146 Considerations pertaining to judg-
ment. In Tractatus Sextus, Bonatti talks about perfection in horary astrology (interro-
gations). Tractatus Septimus discusses the special judgments of the stars (horary astrolo-
gy). Tractatus Octavus—Elections Tractatus Nonus covers revolutions of years (solar
ingresses into the cardinal signs) and the Arabic Parts. Tractatus Decimus deals with
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the topic of natal astrology, while Tractatus de imbribus et aeris mutationibus deals with
astrometeorology.

Like most ancient and medieval texts on astrology, Bonatti’s book has some-
thing to say about character analysis, but little about psychology. The emphasis is on
the objective behavior of the native and others in the native’s life, with an eye toward
predicting the external events (the accidents of the native) rather than the subjective
response to them or to their alleged significance. The Liber astronomicus is concrete in
its interpretations. The author is direct and does not mince words. He is usually forth-
coming in his appraisal of his sources. He regards Abt Ma‘shar as a prince of astrology
and usually accepts the Persian astrologer’s opinion on most subjects. Bonatti general-
ly arranges his discussion of astrological procedures by first presenting the reader with
a detailed description of the astrological method and then bringing forward special
cases and the opinions of the ancients. The fate of Bonatti’s Liber astronomicus is the
fate of western astrology.

In the Renaissance, due in part to political and military realities following the
fall of Constantinople to the Muslim Turks, and to Turkish occupation of the Balkans,
there was considerable fear in western Europe that Christendom would fall under the
Muslim Turkish control. An intense anti-Islamic response ensued in which all things
Turkish, Arabic, and Islamic were repudiated. The intelligentsia, among whom the
astrologers were to be counted, turned towards scientism, in particular to Copernicus’s
heliocentricity, abandoning the geocentric astronomy of Ptolemy and Aristotle that
had become by this time embedded in the Catholic worldview. Bonatti’s astrology,
which had entered Western Europe as part of the “New Science” in the twelfth centu-
ry, was now regarded as typical of the old Catholic cosmology by contemporary critics
who sought a new New Science 300 years after the last “renaissance.”

As a result of the Turkish threat, the Reformation, the Thirty Years’ War, and
the beginnings of the Scientific Revolution of the seventeenth century, western Euro-
pean intellectuals turned increasingly toward Greek science, secularism, scientism,
and rationalism. Greek science, astrology, and mathematics were regarded as superior
to their Arabic counterparts. As western philology demonstrated the adulteration of
pristine Greek texts of Ptolemy’s Tetrabiblos, for instance, the Arabic astrology was
increasingly regarded as corrupt.

Repudiated by the intellectually superior and educated, bona fide astrology a la
Bonatti’s Liber astronomicus was ignored on the continent, as was the entire subject of
astrology until the “Occult Revival” of the nineteenth century. Perhaps because it was
used for propagandistic purposes during the English Civil War (1642-1646) and dur-
ing the Commonwealth (1649-1660), astrology was preserved in England. Neverthe-
less, it was not the “papist” medieval astrology that survived, but a “reformed” and
simplified astrology intended to make the science of the stars popular and, thus, politi-
cally useful. Later, in the eighteenth century, the almanacs made astrology accessible
as entertainment to the partially educated.

Bonatti’s Liber astronomicus is an important resource for the practicing
astrologer. From the point of view of the history of science, it may be viewed by some
as an example of superstitious protoscience or pseudoscience. From the theological
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point of view, its contents, if put into practice, enable the astrologer to achieve a bet-
ter than 80 percent accuracy. It thereby calls into question the doctrine of free will as
it is held by religionists and by secular humanists. Philosophically, Liber astronomicus
demands that the philosopher reexamine the conclusions of the Jewish and Arabic
neoplatonists—Al-Farabi, Ibn Stna, ibn Gabirol, and Ibn Rushd. From the point of
view of the practice of the art, it ought to be recognized that astrology in medieval
Islam was and continues to be regarded as a traditional and sacred science subordinate
only to the Koran. It was as such that astrology reentered western Europe in the
twelfth century.

The Liber astronomicus allows for the recovery of much of what was ill-advised-
ly tossed out as “superstition,” “Arabic” (i.e., allegedly corrupt), and “papist.”

—Robert Zoller
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of Manuscripts. London: Camden Society Publications, 1842.
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versity Press, 1923.
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BOOMERANG

A boomerang is a configuration resembling a yod but involving a fourth planet direct-
ly opposed to the “action planet” at the tip of the yod. In a yod, two planets form a
sextile (60°) aspect and both in turn form a quincunx (150°) aspect with a third plan-
et. If lines were drawn to the center of the horoscope from all three planets, the result-
ing pattern would look like a capital Y. The planet at the bottom tip of the Y is said to
be the action planet because its house placement is where the action takes place when
the configuration is activated by a transit or a progression. The interpretation often
given to a yod in a natal chart is that it indicates a life that proceeds along in a certain
pattern for a period of time until the established pattern is abruptly interrupted and
the native is forced to proceed in a new direction, though the new direction is one for
which the person had actually been preparing for some time. A completely unantici-
pated promotion in one’s chosen profession, for example, might be brought about by
an activated yod configuration.

When a fourth planet is involved in a yod so that it forms an opposition
(180°) aspect to the action planet and semisextile (30°) aspects to the remaining two
planets, the resulting formation is called a boomerang, a designation coined by Joan
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McEvers. In a boomerang, the situation anticipated at the point of the action planet
“boomerangs” when the configuration is activated. One example McEvers uses in her
explanation of the boomerang is Ralph Waldo Emerson, who had such a configuration
in his natal chart and who, when fortune placed the 26-year-old minister in the pulpit
of Boston’s Old North Church, found himself in a situation with which his noncon-
formist temperament had difficulty coping. He was eventually forced to leave the
ministry. Thus, Emerson’s opportunity “boomeranged.”

Sources:

Escobar, Thyrza. Side Lights of Astrology. 3d ed. Hollywood, CA: Golden Seal Research, 1971.

McEvers, Joan. “The Boomerang: A New Configuration.” In Astrology: Old Theme, New
Thoughts. Edited by Marion D. March and Joan McEvers. San Diego: Astro Computing
Services, 1984.

BOREAL SIGNS

Boreal signs is a traditional term referring to the northern signs, Aries through Virgo.
The term is derived from Boreas, the Greek personification of the north wind.

BowL PATTERN

A bowl, or hemispheric, pattern is a horoscope in which all of the planets are in half
of the chart. Ideally, the planets are spread out so as to create the visual impression of
a bowl.

BRADLEY, DONALD A. (GARTH ALLEN)
Donald A. Bradley, born in Nebraska on May 16, 1925, was a leader of the “sidereal-

ist” movement and research director of the Llewellyn Foundation for Astrological
Research. He carried out several statistical studies, including an astrological analysis
of 2,492 clergymen and an extensive study of rainfall. His results, while initially greet-
ed with enthusiasm, were later shown to be largely insignificant, either because of
faulty design or neglected statistical considerations.

Bradley was an enthusiastic adherent of the sidereal zodiac as advocated by
Cyril Fagan, and wrote many books and articles on siderealism. He published his early
work under his own name but later used the pseudonym Garth Allen. A regular con-
tributor to American Astrology Magazine, he was senior editor when he died of cancer

on April 25, 1974, in Tucson, Arizona.

Sources:

Bradley, Donald A. Picking Winners. Saint Paul, MN: Llewellyn Publications, 1954.

. Profession and Birthdate. Los Angeles: Llewellyn Publications, 1950.

. Solar and Lunar Returns. 2d ed. Saint Paul, MN: Llewellyn Publications, 1968.

. Stock Market Prediction. Los Angeles: Llewellyn Foundation for Astrological Research, 1950.

Holden, James H., and Robert A. Hughes. Astrological Pioneers of America. Tempe, AZ: Ameri-
can Federation of Astrologers, 1988.
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BRADY, BERNADETTE

Bernadette Brady is a faculty member of the Astrological Guild of Educators Interna-
tional; a fellow of the Federation of Australian Astrologers (FAA); coprincipal of
Astro Logos, an astrological school dedicated to the education and qualification of
practicing astrologers; and is currently a student at Bath Spa University in the cultural
astronomy and astrology program.

Brady has published astrological software called Starlight as well as three
books: The Eagle and the Lark: A Textbook of Predictive Astrology; Brady’s Book of Fixed
Stars; and Predictive Astrology: The Eagle and the Lark. In 1992 Brady was awarded the
FAA’s Inaugural Southern Cross Award for excellence in the spoken and written
word. In 1996, she was awarded the FAA’s Southern Cross Award for research, for her
original work on Saros cycles, graphic rectification, and fixed stars. In 1998, along
with Darrelyn Gunzburg, she was awarded the FAA Southern Cross award for educa-
tion. In 1999, she was the recipient of the inaugural Spica Award from the United
Kingdom, for her book Predictive Astrology. The same year, she presented the Charles
Carter Memorial Lecture at the Astrological Association of Great Britain, on family
hereditary patterns, a work later published in Correlations.

Brady has also published many articles, in Australia, and in the United King-
dom, Ireland, United States, Canada, and New Zealand. Most years she lectures at
conferences in Europe and the United States.

Sources:

Brady, Bernadette. Brady’s Book of Fixed Stars. York Beach, ME: S. Weiser, 1998.

. The Eagle and the Lark: A Textbook of Predictive Astrology. York Beach, ME: S. Weiser, 1992.
. Predictive Astrology: The Eagle and the Lark. York Beach, ME: S. Weiser, 1999.

BRAHE, TYCHO

Tycho Brahe, an eminent Danish astronomer and astrologer, was born April 13, 1546,
in Kundstorp, Denmark. He taught astronomy at the University of Copenhagen and
established an observatory on the island of Hven under the patronage of King Freder-
ick II. Brahe moved to Prague, Czechoslovakia, after the king’s death, where he took
Johannes Kepler as his assistant.

Dissatisfied with inexactness of most existing observations of the celestial bod-
ies, Brahe designed instruments that enabled him to make the most precise observations
of the heavens to be recorded prior to the invention of the telescope, and he discovered
the phenomenon of exploding novas. (The accuracy of Brahe’s observations enabled
Kepler to discover some of the laws governing planetary motions.) Brahe was also a
mundane astrologer. He contributed to aspect theory and did work on the connection
between the natural cataclysms and conjunctions. He died October 21, 1601, in Prague.

Sources:

Brau, Jean-Louis, Helen Weaver, and Allan Edmands. Larousse Encyclopedia of Astrology. New
York: New American Library, 1980.

Kitson, Annabella, ed. History and Astrology: Clio and Urania Confer. London: Mandala, 1989.

THE ASTROLOGY BOOK



Brahe, Tycho

An engraving of the great astronomer Tycho Brahe by Gheyn near the end of the sixteenth
century. Reproduced by permission of Fortean Picture Library.
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BROKEN SIGNS (MUTILATED SIGNS; IMPERFECT SIGNS)

The archaic term “broken signs” (also called mutilated signs or, in more recent works,
imperfect signs) refers to certain signs that, when on the ascendant and afflicted, are
said to result in a twisted body or twisted limbs. The broken signs are variously listed,
usually including Leo and Pisces, sometimes Scorpio or Virgo, and occasionally Capri-
corn and Cancer. Modern astrologers have abandoned this classification. Almost any
severely afflicted planet in any sign when placed in the first house (the house of the
physical body) could result in physical difficulties. The antonym term is whole sign
(perfect sign).

BROUGHTON, LUKE DENNIS

Luke Dennis Broughton, a leader in the astrology revival of the late nineteenth centu-
ry, was born on April 20, 1828, in Leeds, England. At a time when astrology was
unpopular, his family continued to practice it. This custom originated with his grand-
father, a doctor who used Nicolas Culpepper’s herbal compendium (Culpepper’s English
Physician and Herbal Remedies, originally published in 1652), which correlated astro-
logical signs with medicinal herbs. Luke Broughton’s father, also a physician, followed
in his father’s footsteps, and Luke, in turn, followed his father. Mark Broughton,
Luke’s older brother, headed an astrological society in Leeds and published an
almanac as well as an ephemeris (a table indicating planetary positions). After arriv-
ing in America, Mark Broughton initiated an astrological periodical, Broughton’s
Monthly Horoscope.

Luke Broughton married at age 24 and moved to the United States two years
later. He intended to follow his family’s medical occupation. Settling in Philadelphia,
he worked as a weaver and later as a laboratory technician while as a student at Eclec-
tic Medical College. (Eclecticism was a school of medicine based on such natural
remedies as Culpepper’s herbs.) After his brother’s magazine ceased publication in
1860, Luke initiated Broughton’s Planet Reader and Astrological Jowrnal, which was pub-
lished until 1869.

Antiastrology laws were passed in Philadelphia not long after Luke Broughton
began his journal. It is not known whether these laws were prompted, in whole or in
part, by Broughton’s public astrology activity. In 1863, he moved his medical office to
New York City, where he continued to practice astrology. After the Civil War,
Broughton began renting a lecture hall and speaking regularly on astrology. Experi-
encing marked success in his lectures, he opened an office devoted completely to
astrology and began dividing his time between medicine and the science of the stars.
Broughton also trained astrologers, and most of the important astrologers of the early
twentieth century were his students. He also distributed British astrological literature,
including the technical works necessary for erecting astrological charts. He wrote
Remarks on Astrology and Astromedical Botany (1880) as well as several texts, including
Planetary Influence (1893) and The Elements of Astrology (1898).

As evidenced by the antiastrology laws adopted in Philadelphia, the astrologi-
cal revival brought controversy in its wake, and Broughton situated himself in the
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middle of it. While he denounced astrologers he thought were incompetent or in
error, he was also an outspoken defender of astrology. He served as an expert witness
in cases where astrologers were arrested for telling fortunes. Broughton taught thou-
sands of astrologers and was a pivotal individual in making astrology a widely prac-
ticed art in the United States. He died in 1898, and his daughter carried on his New
York practice. Several of his sons also became astrologers.
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BRUTISH SIGNS

The archaic term “Brutish signs” refers to Leo and the last third (the Leo decan) of
Sagittarius, which, when occupied by planets under unfavorable aspects or in some
other manner afflicted, was said to produce natives with coarse, “brutish” natures.
Modern astrologers have abandoned this term, as well as the connotations of afflicted
planets in these two arcs.

BUCKET PATTERN

A bucket pattern is a specific planetary arrangement in which all planets but one are
on one side of an astrological chart. In the case of a natal chart, the isolated planet,
called the handle or singleton, represents a point of focus for the native’s life. Because
of the focus of energies on the singleton, a bucket chart is sometimes also called a fun-
nel chart.

BuLL

The Bull is a popular name for the sign Taurus.

BUNDLE PATTERN

A bundle, or cluster, pattern is a horoscope arrangement in which all of the planets
are contained in one 120° arc.

BUSINESS ASTROLOGY

Business astrology has often been included within the umbrella of financial astrology.
Though both relate to business, the two are very different. Whereas financial astrolo-
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gy focuses on the study of movement of the financial markets, business astrology
focuses on the day-to-day workings of an individual company and its leaders. Business
astrology also reviews which occupations are best suited for certain individuals and
assists a company in putting together a plan. However, these two types of astrology
have only recently separated.

Business astrology differs from financial astrology in that it is used for such pur-
poses as choosing the best timing to start a new venture, to market a new product, and
to reorganize the structure of a company, as well for reviewing the part the employees
play in the efficient workings of a company. Financial astrology deals with the much
larger cycles of planetary movements and their effects on the markets, while business
astrology takes a more microscopic view of an individual entity, an individual compa-
ny, and its infrastructure (called organizational charts). Business astrology also pro-
vides an analysis of the first trade chart, which is calculated for the time the first trade
of the company is made. The first trade chart designates volume sales and stock sales
activity, while an organizational or corporate chart views the infrastructure, the situa-
tion of the employees, the public’s view of the company, and so on. These are all dif-
ferent entities and they dance between the boundaries of both disciplines.

In an article for the International Society of Business Astrologers web site,
Michael Munkasey writes:

Business astrology is unique within the schools because it has two dis-
tinct and separate parts: consultation about business problems or ques-
tions; and also, market forecasting. Often when a person refers to their
practice as “business astrology” they mean either one of these parts or the
other. In truth, the parts really have little connection with each other.

Consultation about business problems or questions involves having an
understanding not only of various natal astrological techniques (chart
reading, transits, progressions, Medieval ideas, etc.), but also of busi-
ness practices. It does little good to consult with a business person who
has profit in mind, when the astrologer does not understand the nature
of the business. Often, questions which arise in this area involve sound
business practice: should I take out a loan at this time from this bank;
should I fire or hire an employee; should I move to this building; etc.
Confronted with every day business questions like these the astrologer
is relegated to discussions of timing. Yes, this is a good time for your
business to expand (or contract); no, Tuesday is not a good day for
approaching the bank about a loan; etc. Astrology can give wonderful
insight into the timing of such events, but without some in-depth
knowledge of contemporary business practices an astrologer can not be
an effective operational consultant.

Market forecasting is totally separate as a business problem from opera-
tional consulting. Market forecasting involves the use of astrological
techniques to select stocks (equities), indices, futures, etc., in a satisfac-
tory manner. Market forecasting as a discipline is much more difficult
than business consulting. Also, the ideas of traditional (including
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Vedic, Greek, etc.) astrology do not apply as clearly to this practice. It
is folly to think, as an accomplished professional natal astrologer, that
you can immediately apply the techniques of natal astrology to select-
ing stocks or forecasting in the market. Astrology can be of consider-
able use here, but not with just using the traditional techniques. Addi-
tional insight is needed, and new ways of looking at standard tech-
niques have to be learned. (From Munkasey, Courtesy of the Interna-
tional Society of Business Astrologers [www.businessastrologers.com].)

Both business and financial astrology are fairly new studies, having emerged
during the twentieth century. The studies started around 1938 with the publication of
Louise McWhirter’s groundbreaking book, Astrology and Stock Market Forecasting. This
book discussed the trends of the markets and is usually placed under the category of
financial astrology, which is, again, a study of the markets and their cycles. Continu-
ing with this trend, in 1959, Lt. Commander David Williams wrote Astro-Economics
and, in 1976, Thomas Rieder wrote Astrological Warnings and the Stock Market.

However, in 1979 Jack Gillen wrote The Key to Speculation on the New York Stock
Exchange, which was one of the first books to address the distinction between general
financial trends and the individualism of companies. Gillen’s book may well be referred to
as a hybrid book that created one of the first bridges between the larger macroscopic
umbrella of financial astrology and the more defined and microscopic view of companies
based on their signs and placements. Granted, the Gillen book was more of a cursive study
of the sun signs of the various companies, but that simple distinction offered another view
of how astrology can be used in the financial world. The book that began to focus on indi-
vidual companies, which is more the realm of what is called business astrology today.

BUSINESS ASTROLOGY PUBLICATIONS

Date First

Published Author Title of Book

1928 Alfred Witte Rules for Planetary Pictures

1938 Louise McWhirter Astrology and Stock Market Forecasting

1943 Edward R. Dewey Cycles: The Science of Prediction

and Edwin Dakin

1944 George Bayer Turning Four Hundred Years of Astrology to
Practical Use

1959 David Williams Astro-Economics

1962 Charles E. Luntz Vocational Guidance by Astrology

1970 Edward R. Dewey Crycles—Selected Writings

1976 Arthur M. Young The Geometry of Meaning

1976 Thomas Rieder Astrological Warnings and the Stock Market

1977 Raymond Merriman ~ The Solar Return Book of Prediction

1977 Raymond Merriman ~ Ewvolutionary Astrology

1979 Jack Gillen The Key to Speculation on the New York Stock
Exchange

1981 Doris Chase Doane Vocational Selection and Counseling (2 vols.)
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1982 Raymond Merriman ~ The Gold Book

1984 Carol Mull Standard & Poor’s 500

1986 Carol Mull 750 Ower the Counter Stocks

1989 Joan McEvers, ed. Financial Astrology for the 1990’s

1989 Theodore Landscheidt  Sun-Earth-Man: A Mesh of Cosmic Oscillations

1990 Neil E Michelsen Tables of Planetary Phenomena

1991 Michael Munkasey The Concept Dictionary

1991 Michael Munkasey Midpoints: Unleashing the Power of the Planets

1991 Noel Tyl Prediction in Astrology

1991 Noel Tyl Predictions for a New Millennium

1992 Noel Tyl How to Use Vocational Astrology

1993 Barbara Koval Time & Money

1994 Bill Meridian Planetary Stock Trading

1994 Graham Bates and Money and the Markets

Jane Chrzanowska

1994 Nicholas Campion The Great Year

1994 Raymond Merriman Merriman on Market Cycles: The Basics

1995 Nicholas Campion The World Book of Horoscopes

1995 Nicholas Campion The Book of World Horoscopes

1996 Suitbert Eertel and

Ken Irving The Tenacious Mars Effect

1998 James A. Hyerczyk Pattern, Price & Time: Using Gann Theory in
Trading Systems

1999 Raymond Merriman  Stock Market Timing

1999 Stephanie Clement Charting Your Career

2000 Garry Phillipson Astrology in the Year Zero

2001 Stephanie Clement Power of the Midheaven

2001 Georgia Anna Stathis  Business Astrology 101: Weaving the Web between
Business/Myth

2002 Bill Meridian Planetary Stock Trading-111

2002 Bill Meridian Planetary Economic Forecasting

2002 Raymond Merriman ~ The Ultimate Book on Stock Market Timing

2002 Michael Munkasey Software: Corporation, First Trade, and IPO Sub-

scription Data

Another individual who contributed to the development of business astrology
was George Bayer, who, in 1944, wrote several books on stock market movements. He
referred to such things as the position of Mercury and its speed in terms of commodi-
ties. He also looked at Venus in the same way and much more. Though his focus was
on trends, he actually was one of the first to pioneer the study of commodities. His
interesting work on commodities and their cycles included the study of individual
planets and their operational movements.

This focus on the individual planets and their effect on the commodities they
ruled was a forerunner of the inclusion of planets and their meanings within the con-
text of individual company charts. Edward Dewey and Edwin Dakin also contributed
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tremendous amounts of literature to the study of cycles in their 1947 book Cycles: The
Science of Prediction and Dewey’s 1970 book Crycles: Selected Writings. The latter book
and many others were part of the research findings found and published in their orga-
nization for the Study of Cycles for many years.

Concurrent with the publication of Dewey’s and Dakin’s works and the begin-
ning of the study of financial astrology, Charles E. Luntz wrote Vocational Guidance by
Astrology, which was another offshoot of business astrology moving into the study of
vocations and the individual natal chart. This is part of the modern-day business
astrology. Doris Chase Doane also wrote the two-volume Vocational Selection and
Counseling in the early 1980s.

It was during the 1980s that a great deal of literature was published and started
coming from many different sources. Carol Mull wrote Standard and Poor’s 500 in 1984
and 750 Ower the Counter Stocks in 1986. In the first book, she lists, by industry and in
natal chart formats, the charts of the companies on the Standard and Poor’s list at that
time.

Thus began the distinction between the two disciplines. At the same time,
Grace Morris began conferences on astro-economics that continue throughout the
world today and include lectures from both the worlds of financial and business astrol-
ogy. Many of the pioneers of this new industry are included in these conferences.
Some of the first Morris conferences were in conjunction with Mull. To this day, Mor-
ris works in the field of corporate astrology and each year publishes How to Choose
Stocks That Will Outperform the Market.

On other organizational fronts, the International Society for Business
Astrologers was founded in Copenhagen, Denmark, on March 10, 1997, at 9:09 A.M.
Their website is available at www.businessastrologers.com. Other organizations such
as the International Society for Astrological Research (ISAR), National Council for
Geocosmic Research (NCGR), Association for Astrological Networking (AFAN),
and the United Astrology Congress (UAC) also present conferences with business
and financial astrology as their teaching tracks.

Alice Q. Reichard of California began lecturing on real estate cycles in the
late 1990s. Her groundbreaking work on the study of the transiting lunar nodes still
holds today as real estate values increase and decrease along with interest rates. Her
work, along with the upsurge of books on vocational astrology and the continuing
study of companies and their first trades, which was pioneered by Bill Meridian in his
book series Planetary Stock Forecasting, shuttled the study of business astrology into
high gear as the early 1990s arrived. At this time, Llewellyn Publishing invited Joan
McEvers to gather and edit articles from various people in the field of business and
financial astrology, including suc