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 Advertisement.

THE use receml;v made of Astrology in the poetical machinery of certain
works of genius (which are of the highest popularity, and above all praise),
seems to have excited in the world at large 2 desire to learn something of

. the mysteries of that science which has, in all former ages, if not in these
days, more or less engaged reverence z‘.nd>usurped Selief. The apparent
existence of such a general desire’hu caused the completion of the following
Translation, and its presentation to the public; although it was originally
undertaken only in part, and merely to satisfy two or three individuals of the
giinds on which the now neglected doctiinés of Astrology had so long and
so fully maintained credit.



PREFAORE.

s

[T

OF all sciences, whether true or false, which have at
any time engaged the attention of the world, there is
not one of which the real or assuined principles are less
generally known, in the present age, than those of As-
trology. The whole doctrine of this science is com-
monly understood to have been completely overturned ;
and, of late, people seem to have satisfied themselves
with merely knowing the import of its name. Suchcon-
tented ignorance, in persons, too, sufficiently informed
in other respects, is the more extraordinary, since Astro-
logy has sustained a most conspicuous part throughout
the history of the world, even until days comparatively
recent. In the East, where it first arose, at a period of
very remote antiquity*, and whence it came to subjugate
the intellect of Europe, it still even now holds sway. In

* Sir Isaac Newton has the following remarks in regard to the
origin of Astrology :—* After the study of Astronomy was set bn
*“ foot for the use of navigation, and the /Egyptians, by the heliacal
“ risings and settings of the stars, had determined the length of the
“ solar year of 365 days, and by other observations had fixed the
% golstices, and formed the fixed stars into asterisms, all which was
“ done in the reigns of Ammon, 8esac, Orus, and Memnon,” (about
1000 years before éhrist), “ it may be presumed that they continued
“ to observe the motions of the planets, for they called them after the
“ names of their gods ; and Nechepsos, or Nicepsos, King of Sais,”
[772 B.C.] “ by the assistance of Petosiris, a priest of Agypt, in-

&
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Europe, and in every part of the world where learning
had “impress’d the human soil,” Astrology reigned su-
preme until the middle.of the 17th century. It entered

‘ vented astrology, grounding it upon the aspects of the planets, and
“ the qualities of the men and women to ‘whom they were dedi-
* “ cated¥; and in the beginning of the reign of Nabonassar, King of
‘ Babylon, about which time the /Ethiopians, under Sabacon, invaded
“ Egypt,” [151 B. C.] “those Egyptians who fled from him to Ba-
“ bylon, carried thither the Egyptian year of 365 days, and the study
“ of astranomy and astrology, and founded the tera of Nabonassar,
“ dating it from the first year of that king’s reign” [747 B.C.], “and
“beginning the year on the same day with the /Egyptians for the
“ sake of their calculations. So Diodorus: ‘they say that the Chal-
* ¢ deans in Babylon, being colonies of the ZEgyptians, became famous
“ « for astrology, having learned it from the priests of Aygypt. "—New-
ton’s Chronelogy, pp. 251, 252.

Again, in p. 327: “ The practice of observmg the stars began im .

“ Zgypt in the days of Ammon, as above, and was propagated from
« thence, in the reign of his son Sesac, into Afric, Europe, and Asia,
“ by conquest; and then Atlas formed the sphere of the Libyans”
[956.B. €.], “ and Chiron that of the Greeks [939 B. C.]; and the
“ Chaldaeans also made a sphere of their own. But astrology was
“invented in Egypt by Nichepsos, or Necepsos, one of the Kings of
“ the Lower Zgypt, and Petosiris his_ priest, a little before the days
“ of Sabacon, and propagated thence into Chaldza, where Zoroaster,
s the legislator of the Magi, met with it : so Paulinus ;
“ ¢ Quique magoy docuit mysteria vana Neeepsos.”
The arcana of Astrology constituted a main feature in the doctrines
of the Persian Magi ; and it further appears, by Newton’s Chronology,
p. 847, that Zoroaster (although the era of his life has been erro-
neously assignéd to various remoter periods) lived in the reign of

» It is maintained by astrologers, that the planets, having been ob-
serbed to produce certain effects, were consequently dedicated to the
several personages whose names they respectively beat. -
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into the councils of princes, it guided the policy of na-
_tions, anil ruled the daily actions of individuals. AH
this is attested by the records of every nation which has

Darius Hysta,spls, about ,520 B. C., and asslsted Hystaspes, the falhez
of Darius, in reforming the Magn of whom the said Hystaspes was
. Master Newton adds, p. 352, that “about the same time with Hys-
“ taspes and Zoroaster, lived also Ostanes, another eminent Magus &
“ Pliny places him under Darius Hystaspls, and Suidas makes him
« the follower of Zoroaster : he came into Greece with Xerxes about
480 B. C., and seems to he the Otanes of Herodotus. In his book,
“ called the Octateuchus, he taught the same doctrine of the Deity.
“ as Zoroaster.”
. Having quoted thus far from Newton, it seems proper to snb_]om.
’ fhe followmg extract from the “ Ancient Universal History:"—“In,
“ the reign of Gushtasp” [the oriental name of Darius Hystaspis],
“King of Persia, flourished a celebrated astrologer, whose name was.
% Gjamasp, surnamed Al Hakim, or the wise. The most credible
"¢ writers say that he was the, brother of King Gushtasp, and his con-
“fidant and chief minister. He is said to have predicted the coming
¢ of the Messiah; and some treatises under his name are yet cusrent, -
“in the East. Dr. Thomas Hyde, in speaking of this philosopher,
‘“ cites a passage from a very ancient author, having before told us .
¢ that this author asserted there had been among the Persians ten
“ doctors of such consummate wisdom as the whole world could not.
“ boast the like. He then gives the author’s words: ¢ Of these, the
¢ ¢ sixth was Gjamasp, an astrologer, who was counsellor to Hystas-
“¢pis. He is the author of a book intitled Judicia Gjamaspis, in .
“‘which is contained his judgement on the planetary conjunctions. .
“‘And therein he gave notice that Jesus shonld appear; that Mq- ,
“ ‘hammed should be born; that the Magian religion should be
“ ‘abolished, &c.; nor did any astrologer ever come up to him.’
“[E lib. Mucj. apud Hyde]. Of this book there is an Arabic ver-
“ gion, the title of which runs thus; The Book of the Philosopher
“ Gjamasp, containing Judgements on the Grand Copjunctions of the
“ Planets, and on the Events produced by them. This version was
“ made by Lali; the title he gave it in Arabic. was Al Keranat, and
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story and by none more fully than by those of Eng-
la.nd Yet w1th these stnkmg facts before thelr eyes,
‘ths presen

sed it A. D. e preface of hiz version it is said
* that, after the times of Zoroaster, or Zerdusht, reigned Gushtasp,
. lbe son of Lohrasp a very powerful prmce a.nd that in his rexgn

¢ grand conJunc"‘ons of the planets has been likewise propagated in
“ our western parts Ca.rdan was a bold assertor of this doctrine.

“ thougb thcy dlstmgmah between it and astronomy, they ‘have but
“one word to express a.stronomer and astrologer viz. mane_q;'im,m
€ """hlch is exactly mmulval 1 all th”

in that art;
ed, and in that
“ years past, has produced the most famous astmlogers in Persia;

“ who was professor of judicial astrology at Bagdad, in the Cahphato

* This secms to be a mistake of the Arabian author, for Gushtasp
was identical with Darius Hystaspis, and Lohrasp [otherwue Cy-
axaves] was father of Darius the {

536 B. C.—-—See Newton.
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dern disrepiite of the science; for mankind have usually,
in every successive age, exercised great industry in
tracing all previous customs, however trifting or obso-
lete, and in examining all sorts of creeds, however un-
important or erroneous, whenever there has appeared
any striking connection between such matters and his-
torical facts; and, since astrology is most unquestion-
ably blended intimately with history, it therefore be- -
comes necessary to seek for some further hypothesis, by
which this ignorance and indifference may be accounted
for. '

Perhaps astrology has been conceived to have borne
the same relation to astronomy as alchymy did to chy-
mistry. If such has been the notion, it has certainly been
adopted in error, for a modern chymist is still almost
.an alchymist: it is true that he no longer delays his
work in deference to the planets, nor does he now try
to make’gold, nor to distil the elixir of earthly immor-
tality ; but nevertheless he still avails himself, to a cer-
tain degree, of the same rules and the same means as
those of the old alchymist: he is still intent upon the
subtle processes of Nature, and still imitates her as far.
as he can. He reduces the diamond to charcoal by an
operation analogous to that by -which the alchymist
sought to transmute fead into gold ; and he mainly dif-
fers from the alchymist only in having assured himself
thet there is a point beyond which Nature forbids fac-
similes. Not so slightly, however, does the astronomer
differ from the astrologer, but fofo ccelo: the astrologer
considered the heavenly bodies and their motions merely
as the mechanism wherewith he was to weave the tissue
of his predictions; and astronomy is no more an inte-
gral part of astrology, than the loom is of the web which
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The words “ professed adversaries,” which have just
now been used, are of course not intended to be applied
to those mighty explorers of Nature’s laws and man’s
powers, who, in their lofty career, may have made an
incidental swoop at the pretensions of astrology. Di-
rectly engaged in more exact pursuits, they stopped not
to dissect this their casual prey, which, after having been
thus struck by eagles, was left to regale crows and daws,
and these, in their convivial loquacity, accused their
unfortunate victim of crimes incapable of being com-
mitted, and of offences which had never been imagined.
Of the real faults of their victim these garrulous bipeds
seem not to have been aware, or, if aware, they seem to
have considered them as not sufficiently prominent. Nor
was this want of candour or information absolutely con-
fined to the mere vulgar herd of vituperative scribblers,
for even the sparkling essay against astrology, written by -

“ bodies, ought, perhaps, not to be despised®. The theory of the tides,
* for oxample, is altogether an astrological doctrinie, and, long before
“ the days of Sir Isaac Newton, was as well understood as it is at this
“ moment. The correspondence alleged by the ancient physicians
# to exist between the positions of the Moon and the stages of various
' diseases, is so far from being rejected by the modern faculty, that
# jt has been openly maintainedt.” The writer then recounts sundry
incidents, asserted by the astrologers to be dependent on the Moon,
and he adds these words : “ The fact of these allegations might be so
¢ easily ascertained, that it is surprising they should still be pro-
“ nounced incredible, and denied rather than contradicted.”

«e Sir Christopher Heydon’s Defence of Astrology, p. 2, edit. 1608.”

“ 4 Dr, Mead on the Influence of the Sun and Moon upon Human
“RBodies.  See also Edinb. Rev. vol. 12, p. 36—Balfour on Sol-Lunsr
¢ Influence.” Blackwood’s Magazine for Dec. 1821, Part 3, No. 59.

>
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Volta.nre (in hisirrepressible desire to convince the world
that he was au fait.in every thing), proves only that the
writer, though the most generally informed man of his
time, had mistaken the really assailable points of the
object of his attack.

. The author of the present Translation bas no intention
now of either advocating or impugning the doctrines of
the science of which his Translation discourses: his
purpose is a different one. He has that sort of respect
for “the dead, which are already dead,” which, although
it does not incline him to “fraise” them ‘ more than
‘ the living, which are yet alive,” is still sufficient to
incite him to endeavour to avert the imputation of idiot

credulity, to which their faith in astrology seems now

to subject them in the general opinion of the enlightened
“ living.” And, while he disclaims all idea of presum-
_ing to offer any argument on either side of the question,
as to the validity of the science, he must still, at the
same time, confess his admiration of the ingenuity and
.contrivance manifest in its construction, and avow his
readiness to believe" that all its harmonized complica-
tions might have easily held dominion over some of the
strongest minds in that darker period when it flourished.
~ In executing here the desire of attempting to vindi-
cate the ancient credence in astrology, an elaborate dis-
_quisition would surely be not only unnecessary, but mis-
‘placed: it seems sufficient to refer the reader to the
work of which the following is a translation, and-to
these undisputed facts,—that the science was formerly
inculcated by the highest and most erudite authorities
of the period,—that it was insisted on by votaries in all

parts of the world, attesting and producing instances of .

its truth ;—and, moreover, that it was so finely and beau-
b _
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in 1701, under the name of “ The Quadripartite.” That
publication has been long removed from general sale;
and its gross mis-interpretation of the author, caused by
the carelessness or ignorance of Whalley and his assist-
ants, by whom it was produced, has rendered most of
its pages unintelligible: its absence is, therefore, scarce-
ly to be regretted. The second edition of the same
translation, professing to be * revised, corrected, and
“ improved,” and published by Browne and Sibley, in
1786, was not, in any one instance, purified from the
blunders and obscurities which disgraced its predecessor:
it seems, in fact, less excusable than the former edition,
of which it was merely a reprint, without being. at all
corrected, not even in certain typographical errata
which the former printer had been zealous enpugh ﬁo
point out in his final page. Even this second publica-
tion, worthless as it intrinsically is, can rarely now be
‘met with, and, like the former, only at a very beavy
price. -

. The present Translation has been made from Proclus s
Greek Paraphrase of Ptolemy’s original text: the edi-
tion followed is that of the Elzevirs, dated in 1635%.

" ® This edition was pi—mted in double columns, one containing Pio—
olus’s Greek Paraphrase, the other the Latin translation of Leo
Allatius ; and William Lilly (no light authority in these matters) thus
wrote of it in the year 1647 : “ Indeed Ptolemy hath been printed in
“ folio, in quarto, in octavo, in sixteens: that lately printed at Ley-
“ den” [where the Elzevirs were establisked] “I conceive to be
“‘most exact; it was performed by Allatius.” To the said edition is
prefixed an anonymous address to the rea.der, in Latin, and to the
following effect:—

“ 1 have reckoned it part of my duty to give you, benevolent
* reader, some short information as to the publication of this little
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by Junctinus, printed, with his own ehormous commen-
taries, at Lyons, in 1581. Independently of these re-
ferences, the present translation has been collated with
‘the Latin of Leo Allatius, and with two other Latin
translations: one printed at Basle, together with a tran-
slation of the . Almagest in 1541 ; the other by itself at
Perugio, in 1646*. The Translator has devoted all this
‘extreme cdre and attention to his labours, in the wish to
render Ptolemy’s astro-judicial doctrine into English as
‘purely and perfectly as possible; and, with the same
‘view, he has likewise added, in an Appendix, certain
‘extracts from such parts of the Almagest as were found
to'be referred to in the present work. Further illustra-
tion is also given by notes gathered from the *Primum

' “'Mobile” of Placidust, and from a variety of other

mg Leo Allatius, it may be observed that he was appointed Keeper
of the’ Vatican Library by Pope Alexander VII, with whom he waj
in lngh favoar. It is said of him, that he had a pen with which he
had written Greek for forty years, and that he shed tears on losing it.
Another story of him states, .that the Pope bad often urged him to
take boly orders, that he might be advanced in the ohurch, and _ame
day asked him why he had not done so: “ Because,” said Allatius,
“ I would be free to marry.”—« Why, then, do you not marry ?"—
“ Because I would be free to take orders.”—CRkalmers’s Biographical
Dictionary. ‘

'® This translation from the' Perngio press has been serviceable in
presenting certain various readings; but it does not seem to possess
any other peculiar merit. It professes to be:a translation from the
original text of Ptolemy; and so likewise does the translation printed
at Basle, as above quoted.

\

1 It appears by the printéd works of this anthor, that he was named
Didacus Placidus de Titis. He was a native of ‘Bologna; by pro-
fession 2 monk, and was styled Mathematician to the Archduke Leo-
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Mbv%r, iplated his death in thie yéar 147, whlch does

not accord with the fact of his hiaving survived Anto- -

" ninus. o : f
‘Ploléiny hds récotded tliat he observed, at Alexan-

dtfa, an ¢clipse of the Moon, in the 9th year of Adrian; .

and that Ke ifihde any obsérvations upon the fixed
.M in' e 2d year of Antoninus Pius: whence it may
bé cori¢ludéd, that his observations upon the heavens

Were principally méde during the period from A.D. 125 -

to A.D. 140, or thereabouts; and it also foflows, of
course, that thié supposition, entertamed by somé au-
thors, of lifs fdentity with the Ptoletay who was always
in attendance tpon Galba, as his personal astrologer,
atid who promised Otho that hé should survive Nero
dnd ebtain the empire, is entlrely withotit foundation*,
To Gauricus’s version of the Almagest there is also
amother dedication, addressed to Pope Sixtus, and com-

posed by Georgé ‘Ttapezuntius, describing Ptolemy as .

“ yegid stirpe oriundum,” and explaining that he had,
“ with a truly regal mind,” applied himself to the
sciences, because the ancient sceptre of the Ptolemles__
had previously passed into the hands of Cleopatra, and
bectiuse the kingdom of Zgypt had been since reduced
to the staté of a Roman provincé. The authentic de-
tails of the circumstances of Ptolemy’s life are, however,
_ exttemiély few. It is said that he was dlstmgmshed
among the Greeks by the epithets “ miost wise,” and
“ most divine,” on account of his great learning ; and,
acco‘rding to the Preface to Whalley s translatxon of the

——p—y

* Chalmers’s Biographical Dié(ioﬁiry.
c

~
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nishes a numerous catalogue, with their mag mtudes Ia-
titudes, and longitudes*.

‘It has bee i i
““ as it was, led observers fo g
“ count of the motions of the Sun and Moon, to foretell
““ ecl lpses, and fo.improve geography-r, or, in other
t it represented the a
heavens as they ar to a spectator on the
earth. It is, therefore, clear that Ptolemy’s astrology is
jnséz as app%ic e to modern and improved astronomy
as it was to his ownt. :

In France, about the beginning of the 16th century, Oronce Fmé
patronage of Francis I,
produce an astronormcal clock, in whrch every thing moved accord- ’
: prin pl”“ of wto emy It was kept, about fifty years ago,

eviéve, at-Paris. In Liliy’s Catalogue of
. Astrological Author_s, Orontius Finaeus is mentioned as the writer of
& work on the twelve houses of heaven, printed in Paris, 1553.

+ Spectacle de la Nu

1 The obJectron which has been urged agmnst astrology, that tbe '.
signs are co Ity moving from their positicns, cannot invalidat
this conclusion. That ob_]ectlon has, -in fuct, no real cxistence ; for
Ptolemy seems to have been aware of this motion of the signs, and
bas fully provided for i 1e 25th Chapier of the 1st Book of ihe
Tetrabiblos. From tbat‘chapt,er it is clear that the respective in-

) s to the iw i ivisi the zodrac)
wers considerad b ln n as appurtenant fo the places they d
and not to the stars of which they were composed He has expressly
and repeatedly declared that the point of the ve 3 ¢
the beginning of the zodiac, and tbat the 30 demeesf llowing lt ever
retain the same virtue as that which he has in this work attributed
to Aries, although the stars forming Aries may bave quitted thoss
degrees the next 80 degrees are still to be accounted as Taurus,
i There is abundaut proof throughout the Tetrabi-
, ¥ &0 irtues of the constellations of the
sodiac distinctly from those of the spaces they*occupied.
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Four Books, being; a-kind of. supplement ‘to:the: former ; :
and the Significations of the Fixed! Stars. The last-is!
merely a daily calendar; shewing the risingsiand settingsv

lowing extract from the Bibliotheca Greca of Fabricius will farnish
information :—

“ Libs IV.-Caps XIV.!§ 1. . TdprBibang, zuﬂ.s‘e Mubrpamur: Qibadri-
“ partitum, sive quatuor libri de apotel.smatibus: et judiciis astrorum; ad
““ Syrum (h). “Greaece primum editi a_Joachimo Camerario; cam-vers-
““ sione suf daorum; priorum. Jlibrorumy’ et preécipuoram é reliquis lo-
“ coram,; Norimb, 1535, 4to.—Hine eum: versione Phil. Melancthonis;
“ qui in praofat. ad Erasmum. Ebneram,Senatorem Norimbergonseny
“ testatur se editionem Camerarii multis mendis purgassey tum ‘mi-
““ mgros in Jocisg.aphetigis fam Greeci-quam:Latini textusiemendasser
‘“ Basil, 1558,, 8vo.—Latine;pridem verterat-Hyidius Tebaldinus, ‘sive
“ latino-barbaré ex Hispanica versione; Alfonsi Castell ' Régisjussa;
“ ex; Arahico (i) confectd i Vertit -et Asxtonius Gogava, Liovan. 1548,
‘“ 4t ;. Patayii, 1658, 12mo; Pragz, 1610, 12mo. Commentario il<
““ lustravit Hieran. Cardanus. prioribus duobus libris Camerarii, poste~
“ rioribus: Gogavae: versione servaté, Basil, 1554, fol.; 1579; fol.’;
“ Lugd. 1555, 8ve, et in Cardani opp.—Géorgii Vallé#'commentarius,
“ anno. 1502 editus, nihil "aliud- est, quam Latina versio scholiorum
“ Graecorumy sive. exegesees jejunse -Démophili 'in tetrabiblon, qua
“ com Porphyrii:sive Antioohi-isagoge, Grace et Latine, addita
“ Hieron. Wolfii versione, lucem vidit Basik 1559, fol. © In'his scho-
“ liis-Dorotheus allegatur, p. 48,110, et 139 ;* Cleopatra, p. 88’; Por-
«¢ phyrius Philosophus, p. 169 Meminit et auctor Petosiridis ac Ne- "

. * cepsay p. 112 :—2sys dmakaiop or Neysdw (ita leg. pro ysfwut p.’112)""

xay, Tiloqign e yag wgurarms 3 acgodoyias sfnmdwoar wpoyrecmo®. ' Pai”
« raphrasin tetrabibli a. Proclo concinnatam Grzce edidit Mélarcthot,”
“ Basil. 1554, Bvo.: Grece et Latine cum! versione:sué' Led Allatius,"”
“ Lugg: Batavo1654+; 8vo.: Locum: Ptolemsi'e codice Graeco MS.”

# -« Nechepsos and Petosiris are anciently spoken of, for they ,
«¢ first explained prognostication by Astrology.”

+ This was perhaps a reprint of the edition of 1635, from which-
the present translation has been made ; unless there may have been -
an error of the press in stating 1654 instead . of 1635, which seems .-
probable, as the edition of 1635 is unnoticed by Fabricius.

'
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CORRIGENDA er ADDENDA.

Page 5, line 24, for « last mentioned,” read “ of the seasons.”

= 8, the following addition should be made to the note; viz.—
Cicero, in cap. 20, lib. 2, De Nat. Deor, also alludes to

. another great year, as being completed on the return of
the Sun, Moon, and the five planets, to some original con-
figuration, ¢ inter se, confectis omnium spatiis ;” and of that
revolution he says,  qua quam longa sit, magna quastio
“est; esse vero certam et definitam, necesse est.” Again,
in writing of Hortensius, he says, “Is est magnus et
“ verus anpus, quo eadem positio cerli siderumgue qua cam
“ maximé est, rursum existet; isque annus horum, quos
“ vocamus, annorum X11. M.DcccLiv. complectitur.” But
in the “ Somnium Scipionis” his words are, * tum signis
“ omnibus ad idem principium stellisque revocatis, expletum
 annum habeto.” 1t thus appears, that of three different
cycles or periods, each was considered by Cicero.as form-
ing a great year, although that which he has contemplated
in Scipio’s Dream is the only one equivalent to the * entire
“ return” of “all the heavenly bodies,” adverted to by
Ptolemy. :

~=— 21. Incorroboration of the conjecture hazarded in the mte,A
as to the etymology of Antares, it- may be observed, that.
an authentic word, Anteros, the name of a deity in alliance
with Cupid, has been similarly compounded: viz from

. &k pro, and Bgug Cupido. :

—— 40, line 7 of the notes, for “new [aspects called,” read “ new
“ aspects [called.”

=~ 4], line 19 of the note, for *“ Apology,” read Astroldpcal
“ Discourse.”

~—— 43, line 15, for “is nearest,” read “is placed nearest.”

— &1, line 10, for “holds,” read * hold.”

—— 6, line 2, for “ who are here,” read “ who (as natives of these
countries) are.”

.—— 62, line 11, for ¢ domesticated,” read “domiciliated.”

~—— 68, line 18, for “The four quadrants,” read “Of the four quad-
rants.”

—— 68, The note requires the following addition :—1It seems, how-
ever, that the Jews werc charged with atheism by other






PTOLEMY'’S TETRABIBLOS,

OR

FOUR BOOKS

OF THE

INFLUENCE OF THE STARS.
——r—
BOOK THE FIRST.

thm;tr

Proem.

THE studies preliminary to astronomical prognostication,
O Syrus ! are two: the one, first alike in order and in power,
leads torthe knowledge of the figurations of the Sun, the
Moon, and the stars; and of their relative aspects to each
other, and to the earth: the other takes into consideration
the changes which their aspects create, by means of their
patural properties, in objects under their influence.

The first mentioned study has been already explained in the
Syntaxis * to the utmost practicable extent; for it is com-
plete in itself, and of essential utility even without being
blended with the second ; to which this treatise will be de-
voted, and which is not equally self-complete. The pre-
sent work shall, however, be regulated by that due regard for
truth which philosophy demands: and since the material
quality of the objects acted upon renders them weak and
variable, and difficult to be accurately apprehended, no po-
sitive or infallible rules (as were given in detailing the first

* The Almagest, or Magna Constructio.
B
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doctrine, which is always governed by the same immutable
laws) can be here set forth: while, on the other hand, a due
observation of most of those general events, which evidently
trace their causes to the Ambient, shall not be omitted.
" Tt is, however, a common practice with the vulgar to
slander every thing which is difficult of attainment, and surely
they who condemn the first of these two studies must be
considered totally blind, whatever arguments may be pro-
" duced in support of those who impugn the sccond. There
are also persons who imagine that whatever they themselves
have not been able to acquire, must be utterly beyond the
reach of all understanding; while others again will consi-
der as useless any science of which (although they may
have been often instructed in it) they have failed to pre-
serve the recollection, owing to its difficulty of retention.
In reference to these opinions, therefore, an endeavour
shall be made to 'mvestigate the extent to which prognosti-
cation by astronomy is practicable, as well as serviceable,
previously to detallmg the pamculars of the doctrine,.

@hapm: II.
Knowledge may be acquired by Astronomy to a certain Extent,

THAT a certain power, derived from the aethereal nature, is
diffused over and pervades the whole atmosphere of the
earth, is clearly evident to all men. Fire and air, the first of
the sublunary elements, are encompassed and altered by the
motions of the wther. These elements in their turn encom-
pass all inferior matter, and vary it as they themselves are
varied ; acting on eartk and water, on plants and animals *,

* The following extract from an old geographical work, framed

on the rules of Ptolemy, explains the system on whieh this action of
‘the wther is made to depend :—
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The Sun, always acting in connection with the Ambient,
contributes to the regulation of all earthly things: not only
by the revolution of the seasons does he bring to perfection
the embryo of animals, ' the buds of plants, the spring of

¢ Chap. 2. The world is divided into two parts, the elemental re-
“ gion, and the théreal. The elemental region. is constantly
“ subject to alteration, and comprises the four elements; carth,
‘“ water, air and fire. The @thereal region, which philosophers call
the fifth essence, encompasses, by its concavity, the elemental;
its substance remains always unvaried, and consists of ten spheres;
of which the greater one always spherically environs the next
smaller, and so on in consecutive order.—First, therefore, around
“ the sphere of fire, Gop, the creator of the world, placed the sphere
“ of the Moon, thgy that of Mercury, then that of Venus, then that
“ of the Sun, and afterwards those of Mars, of Jupiter,and of Sa-
“ turn. Each of these spheres, however, contains but one star : and
“ these stars, in passing through the zodiac, always struggle against
“ the primum mobile, or the motion of the tenth sphere ; theyare also
“ entirely lumihous. In the next place follows the firmament, which
“ is the eighth or starry sphere, and which trembles or vibrates (¢re-
“ pidat) intwo small circles at the beginning of Aries and Libra
“ (as placed in the ninth sphere); this motion is called by astrono-
“ mers the motion of the access'and recess of the fixed stars.,” (Pro-
bably in order to account for the precession of the equinoxes.)
¢ 'This is surrounded by the ninth sphere, called the chrystalline ox
“ ‘watery heaven, because no star is discovered in it. Lastly, the
« primum mobile, styled also the tenth sphere, encompasses all the
“ before-mentioned wthereal spheres, and is continually turned upon
“ the poles of the world, by one revolution in 24 hours, from the east
“ through the meridian to the west, again coming round to the east.
“ At the same time, it rolls all the inferior spheres round with it, by
“ its own force ; and there is no star in if. Against this primum mo-
“ bile, the motion of the other spheres, running from the west
“ through the meridian to the east, contends. Whatever is beyond
“ this, is fixed and immoveable, and the professors of our orthodox
¢ faith affirm it to be the empyrean heaven which Gop .inhabits with
“ the elect.”—Cosmographia of Peter Apianus (named Benewitz),
dedicated to the Archbishop of Saltzburg, edited by Gemma Frisins,
and printed at Antwerp- 1574,

“

@
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waters, ad the alteration of bodies, "but by his -daily pro-
gress also he operates other changes in light, heat, moisture,
dryness and cold; dependent upon his situation with regard
to.the zenith,

- The Moou, being of all the heavenly bodies the nearest to
the Earth, also dispenses much influence; and things ani-
mate and inanimate sympathize and vary with her. By the
changes of her illumination, rivers swell and are reduced;
the tides of the sea are ruled by her risings and settings;
aud plants and animals are expanded or co]lapsed if not en-
tirely at least partially, as she waxes or wanes. :

The stars likewise (as well the fixed stars as the planets),
in performing theit' revolutiotis *, produce many impres-:
stois on the Ambient. They cause heats, winds, and storms,
to the influence of which earthly things are conformably
subjected. .

- And further, the mutual cmﬁguratlons of all these bea-:
venly bodies, by commingling the influence with which
each is separately invested, produce a maltiplicity of changes, .
The power of the Sun however predominates, because itis’
more generally distributed; the others either co-operate.
with his power or diminieh its effect: the Moon more fre--

ently and more plainly performs this at her conjunction,
at her first and Yast quarter, and at her opposition : the stars
act also to a similar purpose, but at longer intervals and
more obscurely than the Moon; and their operation princi-
paily depends upon the mode of their visibility, their oc-
cultation and theit decliation. :

From these premises it follows not only that all bodies,
which may be already compounded, are subJected 1o the
motion of the stars, but also that the impregnation and.

* It will be recoliocted that the Ptolemaic astronomy attributes
motion and a regular course to those stars which we now call fixed,

but which the Greeks merely termed asanig, undeviating.
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the rajection of the art of prescienca: the magnituds of
its scope, and the famt resemhlanee thal: it beara toa dmne~

eC jost regard ¢ nw atten ion. mnd since
no weakness is xmputed to a pbysxcmn, because he enquires
i ient, a8 wellas intothen » -

compmhenm in tbam consideration every other tmng con-
nected with tbe subject, in addmon to the motion of the

] to collect and compare with that motion all -
other oo-opemtlng clrcummnces ansmg elsewhere.

@hapter Ill .
That Prescience is usqful.

Ir appenrs, then, that ”“:x:enoe by astronomy i ssible
under certain adaptation 5 and that alone it will afford pre-
monition, as far as symptoms in the Ambient enable it to
do so, of all such events as happent to men by the influence
of the Ambient. These events are, from their commence-
ment, always in conformity with the spiritual and corporeal
faculnes, and their occasnonal aifectlons 3 88 well as with

thm whlc h, althou
tually seated in man’s immediate person, are stlll absolutely
and paturally connected w

body they are apphcable to lus estate, and hls conjugal co-
habitations ; in connsction with his spirit, they relate to his
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offspring * and his rank ; and they are also connected with
all fortuitous circumstances which may occasxonally befall
him. -
That the foreknowledge of these can be attained bas al-
ready been demonstrated; and it remains to speak of the
utility of the attainment. F irst, however, let it be said in
what respect and with what view it is proposed to draw ad-
vantage from this science ;—if it be considered in its tend-
ency to promote the good of the mind, no object more
advantageous can. surely be wanting to induce the world to
rejoice and delight in it, since it offers an acquaintance
with things divine and human: if it be considered in respect to
the benefits it is capable of conferring on the body, its utility,
in this view also, will be found on comparison to excel that
of all other arts conducive to the comforts of life, for it is
of more general application and service than all the others
together,  And, although it may be’ objected to the art
of prescience, that it does not co-operate towards the ac-
quiremient of riches or glory, let it also be remembered
that the same objection. attaches to. every other art and
science ; since there is not one which can of itself produce
either riches or glory, nor yet is there one which is on that
plea deemed useless : it seems, therefore, that the science of
'prognostication, with its high qualificatiops and its aptitude
to the most important objects, does not, in any greater de-,
gree, deserve to be condemned. '
In general, however, the persons who attack and repro-.
bate it as being useless, do not pay due regard to the manner
in which it becomes necessary ; but deny its utility on the

s

* The Greek word for this, yeve;, though fouhd in the Elzevir
edition from which this translation is made, does riot appear in other
copies; the Basle edition of 1553 says merely, n 7t Tiun xas 70 afivpa,
 honor and ranh,” which is the sense also given in the Latin transla-
tion of Perugio, 1646, without ention of “ offspring.”
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specious argument that it is superfluous and puerile to at-
tempt to foreknow things which must inevitably come to
pass: thus considering it in a mode at once abstracted; un-
learned, and unfair. For;, in the first place, this fact ought
to be kept in view, that events which necessarily and fully
happen, whether exciting fear or creating joy, if arriving un-
foreseen, will either overwhelm the mind with terror or
destroy its composure by sudden delight ; if, however, such
events should have been foreknown, the mind will have been
previously prepared for their reception, and will preserve an
equable calmness, by having been accustomed to contem-
plate the approaching event as though it were present, so
that, on its actual arrival, it will be sustained with tranquillity
and constancy. |

In the next place, it must not be imagined that all things
happen to mankind, as though every individual circumstance
were ordained by divine decree and some indissoluble super-
nal cause; nor is it to be thought that all events are shewn
to proceed from one single inevitable fate, without being
influenced by the interposition of any other agency. Sach
an opinion is entirely inadmissible; for it is on the contrary
most: essential to obserye, not only the heavenly motion
which, perfect in its divine institution and order, is eternally
regular and undeviating; - but also the variety which exists
in earthly things, subjected to and diversified by the insti-
tutions and courses of nature, and in connection with
which the superior cause’operates in respect to the accidents
produced.

It is further to be remarked that-man is subject, not
only to events applicable to his own private and individual
nature, but also to others arising from general causes. He
suffers, for instance, by pestilences, inundations, or confla-
grations, produced by certain extensive changes in the Am-
bient, and destroying multitudes at once; since a greater
and more powerful agency must of course always absorb
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found and applied. But, however, neither of these conse-
quences will take place, when. such antidotes shall be pre-.
sented as will naturally prevent them :—and a similar con-
sideration should be given to the predictions of the astrolo-
ger :—because, if garlick be rubbed on the magnet, iron
will experience no attraction *; and if . proper.medicines be.
applied to the wound, it will cease to increase or to putrefy.
And therefore all events whioch happen to mankind take

* Respecting the effect here asserted to be produced on the mag-,
net by garlick, I have found the following mention in a book called
“ The Gardener’s Labyrinth,” printed at London in 1586..  Here
< also I thought not to ouerpasse the maruellous discord of the ada-
¢ mant-stone and garlike, which the Greekes name to be an Anti-
< patheia or naturall contrarietie betweene them; for such is the
¢ hatred or contrarietie between these two bodies, (lacking both
4 hearing and feeling) that the adamant rather putteth away, than
« draweth to it, iron, if the same afore be rubbed with garlike; as.
¢ Plutarchus bath noted, and, after him, Claudius Ptolemaeus.
¢ Which matter, examined by diuers learned, ‘and founde the con-
¢ trarig, caused them to judge, that those skilful men (especially
¢ Ptolemie) ment the same to be done with the Egyptian Garlike ;
¢ which Dioscerides wrote to be small garlike, and the same sweete
“ in taste, possessing a bewtifull head, tending unto a purple colour.
« There be which attribute the same .to Ophioscoridon, which
¢ Antonius Microphonius Biturix, a singular lcarned man, and wel
¢ practised in sundry skilles, uttered this approoued secrete to a
¢ friend whom he loued.”

In the same book, the “Ophioscoridon” is thus spoken of:
¢ There is another wild garlike which thc Greekes name Qphioscori-
¢ don;.in English, Ramsies; growing of the owne accord in the
“ fallow fieldes.”

Comelius Agrippa (according to the English translation) has stated
that the presence of the diamond also meutralizes the attractive
power of the magnet. But as that great magician was somewhat
inelined to quibbling, it is not impossible that by the word he uses
for “diamond” (viz. adamas) he may mean the adamant or loadstone ;
which would reduce his assertion merely to this, that one magnet
will counteract another. .
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. place also in the regular course of nature, when no impedi-
ments thereto are found or known: but again, on the other
_ hand, if any impediments or obstructions be found in the
way of events which may be predicted by the regular course
of nature to happen; such events will either not take place
at all, or, if they should take place, will be much diminished
in their force and extent.
The same order and consequence exist in all cases, whe-
ther the events have a general or only a particular operation;
. and it may therefore well be demanded, why prescience is
believed to be possible as far as it regards general events,
and why it is allowed to be serviceable in preparing for
their approach; while in particular instances its power and
use are altogether denied. That the weather and the sea-
sons, and the indications of the fixed stars, as well as the
oonfigurations of the Moon, aflford means of prognostica-
tion, many persons admit; and they exercise this foreknow-
ledge for their own preservation and comfort, adapting their
constitutions to the expected temperature, by cooling and
refreshing things for the summer, and by warm things for
the winter. They also watch the significations of the fixed
stars, to avoid dangerous weather, in making voyages by
sea; and they notice the aspects of the Moon, when at the
'full, in order to direct the copulation of their herds and
flocks, and the setting of plants or sowing of seeds : and
there is not an individual who copsiders these general
precautions as impossible or unprofitable. Still, howevery
- these same persons withhold their assent to the possibility
of applying prescience to particular cases; such, for in-
stance, as any particular excess or diminution of cold ot heat,_
whether arising out of the peculiar temperament producing
the original cold or heat, or from the combination of other
properties; nor do they admit that there are any means of
guarding against many of these particular circumstances. -
And yet, if it be clear that persons; who prepare themselves
v
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by cooling things,. are less affected by any general heat of the
weather, there seems no reason for supposing that.a similar
preparation would not be equally effectual against any par-
ticular conjuneture oppressed by .immoderate heat. It ap-
.pears, however, that this idea, of the impracticability of at-
taining foreknowledge of particular circumstances, .must
originate solely in the mere difficulty of the acquirement;
which difficulty :is certainly rendered peculiarly arduous by
the .necessity of conducting the enquiry with the greatest
accuracy and precision: and to this it must.be added, . that,
as there is rarely found a person capable of arranging the
whole subject so perfectly that no part of the opposing in-
fluence can escape his attention, it frequently happens that
predictions are. not properly regulated by due consideration

-of that opposing influence, and that the effects are at once
_considered fully liable to be brought to pass, agreeably to

the primary agency and without any intervention. This
defect, of not sufficiently considering the .opposing - in-
fluence, has -naturally induced an opinion that.all future
events .are entirely . unalterable and. inevitable. Bnt,
since - the foreknowledge of particular eircumstances, al-
though it may not wholly claim infallibility,. seems yet:so
far practicable as-to merit consideration, so the precaution
it affords, in. particular circumstances, deserves in.like man-
ner to be attended to; and, if it be not of universal advan-
tage, but useful in few instances only, it is still most wor=
thy of estimation, and to be considered of no. .moderate
value. - Of this, the Agyptians seem to bave been - well
aware; their discoveries of the great faculties of this science
have exceeded those of other nations, and they have in.all
cases combined the medjcal art with astronomical prognos-
tication. And, had they been of opinion that all expected

“ events are unalterable and not to be averted, they.never

would have instituted any propitiations, remedies, and pre-
servatives against, the influence of the Ambient, whether
present or approaching, general or particular. But, by
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appropriating to herself the moist vapours of - the earth,

the same manner that the Moon does.

sorbmg monstura and creanng dryqess procecds from hm o

d to the Sun, §

tude; and,on

- Mmoisture, because he borders upon the Moon’s sphere, which
18 nearest to the earth ; and being thus excited by the velo»
city tion with the Sun, he consequently operates -
rapid changes tendmg to produce alternately either quality,

Chapter V.

~ Bengfics and Malgfics,
Op the four temperaments or quahtnes above mentioned,

are noxious and destructlve, viz. dryness and cold by these
all matter is decayed and dlssxpated.

Therefore, two of the planets, on account of their tempe-
rate quality, and because heat and molsture are predominant
in them, arg consxdeted by the antienta as beneﬁc o

frors hig excess of

fomale sex pamkea chuﬁy ot‘ mcntm Tbc Moon nnd
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turnal. Neither of them, however, is allotted to that divi-
sion of time with which its nature accords, (as heat accords
with heat), but each is disposed of on a contrary prineiple :
and for this reason, that, although the benefit is increased,
when a favourable temperament receives an addition of its

own nature, yet, the evil arising from a pernicious influence’

is much mitigated when dissimilar qualities are mingled
with that influence. Hence the coldness of Saturn is allotted
to the day, to counterbalance its heat ; and the dryness of
Mars to the night, to counterbalance its moisture. Thus
each of these planets, being moderated by this combination,
is placed in a condition calculated to produce a favourable
temperament ¥, ;

Chapter VIIIL
The Influence of Position with regard to the Sun.

THE respective powers of the Moon and of the three supe-
rior planets are either augmented or diminished by their
‘several positions with regard to the Sun.

The Moon, during her increase, from her first emerging
to her first quarter, produces chiefly moisture: on continu-
ing her increase from her first quarter to her full state of
illumination, she causes heat ; from her full state to her third
quarter she causes dryness; and from her third quarter to
her occultation she causes cold. ‘

The planets, when matutine, and from their first emerging
until they arrive at their first station, are chiefly productive
of moisture; from their first station until they rise at night,

- ® Whalley here appends the following note: “To this chapter
““ may be properly added, that a planet is said to be diurnal, when, in
¢ a diurnal nativity, above the earth; and, in a nocturnal nativity,
“ under the earth: but nocturnal, when, in a nocturnal nativity,
“ above the earth; or, in a diurnal nativity, under the earth.”
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and in some degree like Mercuty. The bright one in the
heart, called Regulus *, agrees with Mars and Jupiter.
Those in the loins, and the bright one in the tail, are like
Saturn and Venus: those in the thighs resemble Venus,
-and, in some degree, Mercury.

Virgo.

The stars in the head of Virgo, and thatat the top of the
southern wing, operate like Mercury and somewhat like
Mars : the other bright stars in the same wing, and those
about the girdle, resemble Mercury in their influence, and
also Venus, moderately, The bright one in the northern
wing, called Vlndemlator, is of the same influence as Saturn
and Mercury : that called Spica Virginis is like Venus and
- partly Mars: those at the points of the feet and at the bot-
tom of the garments are like Mercury, and also Mars, mo-
derately.

Libra +. .
Those stars at the points of the claws of Scorpio operate

like Jupiter and Mercury: those in the middle of the claws,
like Saturn, and in some degree like Mars.

.

* Cor Leonis. -

1 Called by the antients ywras, Chela, or the claws of Scorpio;
‘which sign they made to consist of 60 degrees, omitting Libra.
Thus Virgil in the first Georgic, line 83, &c.-

Quo locus Erigonen inter, Chelasque sequentes
Panditur: ipse tibi jam brachia contrahit ardens
Scorpius, et coeli justd plus parte reliquit.

Ovid, likewise, takes the following notice of Scorpio :—
Porrigit in spatium signorum membra duorum. ’
Met. 2, 1. 198,
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- Aquarius.

The stars in the shoulders of Aquarius operate like Satarn
and Mercury; those in the left hand and in the face do the
same: those in the thighs have an influence more consonant
with that of Mercury, and in a less degree with ‘that of

Saturn : those in the stream of water have power similar to
that of Saturn, and, moderately, to that of Jupiter.

Pisces.

Those stars in Pisces, which are in the head of the south-
ern fish, have the same influence as Mercury, and, in some
degree, as Saturn : those in the body are like Jupiter and
Mercury : those in the tail and in the southern line are

like Saturn, and, moderately, like Mercury. In the northern
- fish, those on its body and back-bone resemble .Jupiter,
and also Venus in some degree : those in the northern line
are like Saturn and Jupiter; and the bright star in the knot
ucts like Mars, and moderately like Mercury *,

Chapter X,
Constellations North of the Zodiac.
THE constellations .north of the zodiac have their respec-

tive inflaences, analogous to those of the planets, exlsung
n the mode described in the following list.

A

'# Salmonm, in his “ Horee Mathemuticz, or Soul of Astrology’”
(printed by Dawks 1679) divides each sign of the zodiac into six
faces of five degrees each, “ because that in everysign there are
“ various stars of differing natures;” and he gives a particular de-
scription to each faee, depending on its ascension or culmimation.
This seems an attempt to aflapt Ptolemy’s signification of the seve-
ral stars, composing the different signs, to some general rule'or mode
of judgment: but it does not merit the implicit -assent of -astrole-
gers. 1t is understood that Salmon was not the invemtor «of this di-

vision of the signs into faces, but that it came onglillly from the
Arabian schools.

s
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Ursa Minor. The bright stars -in this constellation are like
Saturn, and in some degree like Venus.

Ursa Major. is like Mars, but the nebula under the tail re-
sembles ‘the Moon and Venus in-its 'influende.

Draco . . . . The bright stars operate like Saturh &nd Mm.

Cepheus . '+ 1is'like Saturn and Jupiter.

Bootes . . . is’like Mercury and’Saturn; but the bright
and ruddy star, called Arcturus, is like Mars
and Jupiter.

Corona Borealis is like Venus and Mercury.

Hereules (or the Kneéler) is like Mercury.

Iyra . . islike Venus and Meércury.

Cygnus . . . Venus and Mercury.

Cassiopeia . . . Satarn and Venus.'

Persews . . . Jupiter and Saturn: but the nebula, in

" the hilt of the'sword, is like Mars and
Mercury.

Auriga . . . . . The bright stars -are like Mars
V and Metctry.

Serpentarius .. . . is like Saturn, and moderately like

‘Venus.

Serpens . . ‘v 4 . islike'Saturn and Mars.

Sagitta '« < . .. « . . Saturn,and moderatélylike
A : Venus.

Aquila . . < « . is'like ‘Mars and Jupiter.

Delphinus . . . . . . -Baturn and Mars.

Equus (or Pegasus)  The bright'stars are like Mars and

' ; Merctiry.

Andromeda . . . . is like Venus.

Delta (or the Triangle) . . Mercury.
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@hapter XI.
Constellations Sou.th of the Zodiac.

Tur influences of the constellations south of the zodiac,
existing in a similar mode, are as follow:—
Piscis Australis . The bright star in the mouth is of
‘ the same influence as Venus and Mer-
cury ' '
Cetus . . . . islike Saturn.
Orion . . . . The stars on the shoulders operate si-
- milarly to Mars and Mercury; and the
. other bright stars to Jupiter and Sa-
turn.
Fluwvius, or Eridanus. The last bright one is of the same
influence as Jupiter; the rest are like .
Saturn. :
Lepus . . . . is like Saturn and Mercury
Canis . . . . Thebright star in the mouth islike
Jupiter, and partly like Mars: the
others are like Venus.
Procyon* . . . The bright star is like Mercury, and
in some degree like Mars.
‘Hydrus . . . . The bright stars are like Saturn and
* Venus.
Crater . . . . islike Venus, and in some degree like
v Mercury,
Corvus . . . . islike Mars and Saturn.
drgo. . . . . The bright stars are like Saturn and
. Jupiter.
Centaurus . . . The stars in the human part of the
figure are of the same influence as
Venus and Mercury: the bright stars

* Canis Minor.
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its nature as a circle can have no other beginning, nor end,
capable of being determined,) is therefore assumed to be’
the sign of Aries, which.commences at the vernal equinox *:
since the moisture of spring forms a primary beginning in
the zodiac, analogous to the beginning of all animal life;
which, in its first age of existence, abounds principally in
moisture : the spring too, like the first age of animal life,

is soft and tender; it is therefore suitably placed as the,

opening of the year, and is followed by the other seasons
in appropriate succession. The summer comes second,
and, in its vigour and heat, agrees with the second age of
animals ; the prime of life, and the period most abounding
in heat. Again, the age when the prime of  life has passed
- away, and in which decay prepares to advance, is chiefly
abundant in dryness, and corresponds to the autumn. And
the final period. of old age, hastening to dlssoluuon, is
principally cold, like the winter.

@hapter XIII.
The Influence of the Four Anglas.

THE angles are the four cardinal points of the horizon,
whence are derived the general names of the winds. With

* This sentence shews the futility of the objection raised against
astrology (and mentioned in the Preface to this translation) that
the- signs bave chapged and are changing places. It is clear
from this sentence that Ptolemy ascribes to the 30 degrees after the
vernal equinox, that influence which he bas herein mentioned to
belong to Aries; to the next 30 degrees, the influence herein said
to belong to Taurus; and so of the rest of the zodiac. ~We should
rather say that the stars have changed places, than that the parts of
Heaven, in which they were once situated, have done so. Ptolemy
himself seems to have foreseen this groundless objection of the
moderns, and has written, in the 25th chapter of this book, what
ought completely to have prevented it. It has certainly been one
of the misfortunes of astrology te be attacked by people entirely
ignorant of its principles.
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after the vernal equinox ; and Librs, the first after the au-
tumnal equinox : they are so called, because the Sun, when
in the first point of either, makes the day and night equal.

Of the remaining eight signs, four are fixed, and four
bicorporeal. Those signs, which severally follow immediately
after the two tropical and the two equinoctial. signs, are
termed fixed, becausg, during the Sun’s presence in them,
the cold, heat, moisture or dryness, of the season, which

.commenced on his arrival in the preceding tropical or equi-
noctial sign, is then more firmly established —not, however,
that the temperament of the season has in itself actually
increased in vigour, but, having continued for some time
in operation, it then renders all things more strongly affected
by its influence.

The bicorporeal signs severally follow the fixed signs;
and, being thus intermediately placed betweeh the fixed and
the tropical signs, they participate in the constitutional pro-
perties of both, from their first to their last degrees.

Thapter XV.
Masculine and Feminine -Signs.
Acain, among the twelve signs, six are called masculine
and diurnal, and six feminine and nocturnal. They are
arranged in alternate order, one after the other, as the day is
{ followed by the night, and as the male is coupled with the
female.

The commencement, it has been already said, belongs to
Aries 3 since the moisture of the spring forms an introduc-
tion for the other seasons. And, as the male sex governs,
and the active principle takes precedence of the passive, the
signs of Aries and Libra are consequently considered to be
masculine and diurnal. These signs describe the equinoc-
tial circle, and from them proceed the principal variation,
and most powerful agitation, of all things.  The signs im-
mediately following them are feminine and nocturnal ; and
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This mutual configuration attaches to all parts diame-
trically distant from each other, containing between them
two right angles, or six signs, or a hundred and eighty
degrees : it also exists in all parts at the triangular distance -
from each other, containing between-them one right angle
and a third, or four signs, or a hundred and twenty degrees ;
also, in all parts at the quadrate distance from each other,
containing between them exactly one right angle, or three
signs, or ninety degrees ; and, also, in all parts at the hex-
agonal distance from each other, containing between them
two-thirds of a right angle, or two signs, or sixty degrees¥*.

* Whalley, in his note upon this chapter, seems to have been sur-
prised that no mention is made here by Ptolemy of the conjunction ;
but he overlooked the fact that the chapter treats only of parts of the
zodiac configurated with eack other; and that it was not possible for
Ptolemy to conceive how any part could be configurated with itself.
1t is, therefore, by no means wonderful that the conjunction is not
inserted here along with the rest of the aspects; although it is fre-
quently adverted to in subsequent chapters, and its efficacy particu-
larly described.
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These several distances are taken for the following reasons:

—the distance by diameter, however, is in itself sufficiently
clear, and requires no further explanation ;—but, as to the
rest, after the diametrical points have been connected by a

straight line, AB ; the space of the two right angles, con-

tained on the diameter, is then to be divided into aliquot
parts of the two greatest denominations ; that is to say, into

balves, AFC, CFB, and into thirds, AFD, DFE, EFB:
there will then be provided for the third part (AD) a super-
proportion (DC), equal to its own half; and for the half
(AC) a super-proportion (CE), equal to its own third part ;

.0 that the division into two aliquot parts, AC, CB, will

make the quartile distance AC ; and the division into three

aliquot parts, AD, DE, EB, will make the sextile distance

AD, and the trinal distance AE. The respective super-

proportions (on either side of the intermediate quartile AC,

formed by the one right angle AFC), will also again make

the quartile AC, (if there be added to the sextile, AD, the

super-proportion DC, equal to the half of the sextile), and

the trine AE (if there be added to the quartile AC the super-

proportion CE, equal to the third part of the quartile).

Of these configurations, the trine and the sextile are each
called harmenious, because they are constituted between
signs of the same kind ; being formed between either all
feminine or all masculine signs. The opposition and quar-
tile are considered to be discordant, because they are con-

figurations made between signs not of the same kind, but of
different natures and sexes®.

* From the tenor of this chapter it was formerly doubted whether the:
author intended to admit in his theory only zodiacal aspeets, and to ré«
ject those which are called mundane ; but Placidus has referred to the
4th Chapter of the 8th Book of the Almagest (which will be found in
the Appendix to this translation) to prove that Ptolemy distinetly
taught two kinds of aspect ; one in the zodiac and one inthe world.
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" Chapter XIX.
Signs inconjunct.
Avrr signs, between which there does not exist any fami-
liarity in any of the modes above specified, are inconjunct
and separated. :

For instance, all signs are inconjunct which are neither
commanding nor obeying, and not-beholding each other
nor of equal power, as well as all signs which contain be-
tween them the space of one sign only, or the spate of five
signs, and which do not at all share in any of the four pre-
scribed configurations : viz. the opposition, the trine, the
quartile, and the sextile. All parts which are distant from
each other in the space of one sign only are considered in-
conjunct, because they are averted, as it were, from each -
other ; and because, although the said space between them
may extend into tto signs, the whole only contains an angle
equal to that of one sign : all parts distant from each other
in the space of five signs are also considered incopjunct,
because they divide the whole circle into unequal parts;
whereas the spaces contained in the configurations above-
mentioned, viz. the opposition, trine, quartile, and sextlle,
produce aliquot divisions*.

is, however, to be recollected, that the parallels now alluded to are
distinct from the mundane parallels, which are equal distances from the
horizon or meridian, and are considered by Ptolemy in the 14th and
15th Chapters of the 3d Book of this work ;—although not under the
express name of mundane parallels.

* It has never been very clearly shewn how the followers of
Ptolemy have reconciled the new [aspects called the semiquadrate,
quintile, sesquiquadrate, biquintile, &c.] with the veto pronounced in
this chapter. Kepler is said to have invented them, and they have
been universally adopted ; even Placidus, who has applied Ptolemy’s
doctrine to practice better than any other writer, has availed himself
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Chapter XX.
Houses .of the Planets.

TaosE stars which are -denontinated - planetary orbs have
particular familiarity with certain places in 'the zodiac, by

of them™, and, if the nativities published by him are to be credited,
be 'has fully established ‘their importance.

8almon, in :his “ Horz ‘Mathematioee,” bdforementionqd, gives &
long -dissertation (frem p. 403 to. p.-434) onthe cld Ptolemaic aspeots,
illustrative of their. foundation in nature .and in.matbematios; and,
although his conclusions are not quite satisfactorily drawn, some. of
his arguments would seem appropriate, if he had but handled them
more fully and expertly; particularly where he says thdt the aspects
are derived “from the aliquot partsof ‘a circle, wherein ebserve that,
“ although the.sodiac: may have :many ‘move aliguot parts than-these
“ four (the sextile, guartile, trine, and oppositien), yet those other
“ aliquot parts of the circle, or 360-degrees, wil} not make; an aliquot
“ division of the signs also, which in this design was sought to an-
‘“swer,'as well in the number 12, as in the number 360.” ‘Thepas-
sage in ‘whichhe endeavours to shew'that'they are autherized' by:theic-
projection,:also deserves attention. 1 .

All Salmon's.argnments, however, in support of the old Pielemaic
aspects, militate against the new Keplerian ones; and so does the
following extract from the *‘ Apology” of Sir Christopher Heydon :
—* For thus, amongst all ordinate planes that may be inscribed,
* there are two whose sides, joined together, have:pre<eminence ‘to
“take ‘up a semicirole, but oiily the hexagon, quadrite, -and equi-
“ lateral triangle, answering to the sextile, quartile, and trine irra-
“ diated. The subtense, therefore, -of & sextile aspect consisteth of
“ two signs, which, joined to the -subtense of -a-trine, composed of
“ four, being regular and oquilateral, take up six signs, which is a
“ complete. semicircle. ‘In like :manner, the sides of a quadrate.in-
“seribed, subtending three. signs, twice. reokened, do occupy likewise
«.the mediety ofacircle. - And what those figures. arc:before said to
“ perform” (that is, to take up a semicigole) “-either .doubled or

S N

* Except the semiquadrate, which'he has not dt a1l noticed.
G
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airy and fruitful, in consequence of their trinal distance from
the houses of the luminaries, which distance harmomzes
with the operation of good.

Mars is dry in nature, and beneath the sphere of Jupltef
he takes the next two signs, of a nature similar to his own,
viz. Aries and Scorpio, whose relative distances from the
houses of the Juminaries are injurious and discordant.

' Venus, possessing a favourable temperament, and placed
berieath the sphere of Mars, takes the next two signs, Taurus’
and Libra. These are of a fruitful nature, and preserve

*harmony by the sextile distance ; and this planet is never-
more than two signs distant from the Sun.

Mercury never has greater distance from the Sun than
the space of one sign, and is beneath all the other planets:
hence he is nearest to both luminaries, and the remaining
two signs, Gemini and Virgo, are allotted to him*.

Chapter XXI.

The Triplicities. ‘
- TeE familiarity existing by triplicity arises in the follow-
ing mode :

The triplicity preserves accordance with an equilateral
triangle, and the whole zodiacal orbit is defined by three
circles, viz. that of the equinox, and those of the two
tropics ; the twelve signs are, therefore, distributed among
four equilateral triangles.

* The plénets, having two houses, are said to be more powerful in
one by day and in the other by night: thus,
Saturn’s day house is Aquarius, his night house Capricorn

Jupiter’s ——  Sagittarius = — Pisces
Mars’s e Aries e Scorpio
Venus's ——  Taurus —— Libra
Mercary’s ——  Gemini e Virgo.

The above is from Whalley ; but the same disposition is to be found
in all modern astrological writers.
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The first triangle, or triplicity, is formed by theee mas-
culine signs, Aries, Leo, and Sagittarius, baving the Sun,
Jupiter, and Mars, as lords by house. Mars, however,
being contrary in condition to the solar influence, this tri-
plicity receives, as its lords, only Jupiter and the Sun. By
day, therefore, the Sun claims the principal co-regency of
it, and Jupiter by night. Aries is on the equinoctial circle,
Leo on the summer, and Sagittarius on the winter circle.
This triplicity is principally northern, owing to the concur-.
rent dominion of Jupiter, who is fruitful and airy, and ex-
pressly connected with winds proceedmg from the morth 3 it
is, however, also north-west, ia consequence of bemg, in
some degree, combined with the west by means of the house
of Mars, who introduces western breezes and the feminine
qualities of that quarter, in consequence of his lunar con-
dition*,

The second triplicity, formed by Taurus, Virgo, and Ca-
prlcorn, is allotted to the damintes of the Moon and Venus,
since it consists of feminine sngns. The Moon rules it by
night, and Venus by day. Taurus is on the summer circle,
Virgo: onr the equinoctial, and. Capricor on- the winter.
This triplicity is southern, in consequence of the dowrimien
 of Venus; whose warm and' moist influence produces south
winds : it, Rowever, additiomally receives a mixture of the -
east; by means of Saturm; for, as Capricomn is the house
of that planet, and an eastern sign, Saturn becomes effec-
tive of winds from that quagter, and furnishes this triplicity
with a mixture of the east, with which quarter he is further
connected by means of his solar conditient.

The third triplicity is composed of Gemini, Libra, and
Aquarius, maseuline signs. It holds conneetion with Saturn

* The “lunar condition” here spoken of refers to the position of
Aries (Mars’s house) in the lunar semicircle.
t Capricorn being in the solar semicircle.
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~ when present in that sign, he begins to lengthen the days,
and the influence of his heating nature increases at the same
time. His fall is placed in Libra, for the converse reasons.

Saturn on the contrary, in order to preserve his station
opposite to the Sun, in this respect, as well as in regard to
their respective houses, obtains his exaltation in Libra, and
his fall in Aries: since, in all cases, the increase of heat
must be attended by a diminution of cold, and the increase
of cold by a diminution of heat.

The Moon, again, after conjunction with the Sun in
Aries, the seat of his exaltation, makes her first appearance,
and begins to augment her light in Taurus, the first sign of
her own triplicity, which is consequently ascribed to be her
exaltation ; while Scorpio, the opposite sign, is her fall.

Jupiter, since he is efficacious in exciting fruitful breezes
from the north, and since he becomes most northerly, and
-augments his peculiar influence when in Cancer,