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CONFESSION or FAITH,

OWNED AND €ONSENTED TOy, BY THE

Elders and Messengers

QF THE CHURCHNES IN THE coLaNy oF Cow-
NECTICUT, IN NEw-ENGLAND,

dssembled by Delegation ar Saybrook, Seprembey
9:4, 1308.

Eph. iv. 5. —— One Faith, ———

\‘ Col. ii. 5. Joying and beholding your order
end the steadfasiness of your faich in Christ.

—— @ 3 @ W @ W

New-Loxpon, (CoN.) PRINTRD==!7 |0
BRIDGEPORT, RE-PRINTED BY LOCKWOO® &
Bacgus—1810.
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*' D HE General Asociation being informed that
© Messrs. Lockwood €5 Backus propose printing a new
Edition of the Confession of Faith, .agreed wpon at
Saybrook, A, D. 1708, together with the heads of!
agreement formerly assented to by the United Minis
ters called  Presbyterian and Congregational : and
the drticles for the administéation of Churck discip-
line as adopted by the General Assembly at New-Ho
wen, on the 14thof October A. D. 1708,

. Voted—That Rev. Messrs. Stephen W. Stebbing
Elijah W aterman, and Heman Humphrey, be a Com-
mittce to superintend the Yublication, and see -to the
correctness of the same according to the first edition.

Atrue extract of the minutes of the Association
keld at Ellington, June 19tk 1810. '
. Attest, Samust Merwiy, Seribe.
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A4 PREFACE
1§70 X .
MONG the memorable Providences rela-
ting to our ¥.nglish Nation in the last
Century, must be acknowledged the settling of
English Colonies in the American parts of the
World ; among all which this hath been pecul-
iar unto and to the distinguishing glory of that
tract called New-England, that ‘the colonies
there were originally formed, not for the advant
tage of trade, and a worldly intersst ; but upon
the most noble foundation, even of religion, and
the Liberty of their Consciences, with respec*
unto the ordinances of the Gospel adnfinistered
in the purity and powerof them ; a happiness
then mot to be enjoyed in their native soils

We joyfully congratulate the religious liber-
ty of nur brethren in the late auspicious reign
of K Williara and Q. Mary, of blessed memory,
and in the present glorious reign, and from the
bottom of our hearts bless the Lord whose pre.
rogative it is to reserve the times and seasons ,
in his own hand, who also hath inspired the pi. °*
-ous mind of her most sacred Mrjesty, whose
reign we constantly and unfeignedly pray mae
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be long and glonous. with royal. reaolutms,
violably to muintdin the toleration. DRI

Deus enim—whae Otia fecit.

Undoubtedly if the same had been the libert
'of those times, our fathers would have been fas
from cxchanging a most pleasant land ("dulce s
tum patria ) for a vast and howling wildernegy
since for the enjoyment of so desirsble liberty,
consider :ble aumber of learned, worthy, and pi

_ous p:rsons, were, by a divine impulse and ex-
traordinary concurrence of dis Jasitions, engaged
to adventure theirlives families, and estutes, up:
on the vast ocean, f/lowing the Lord into a- wni-
derness, a land 1hen not sown ;® wherein innume:
rable difficulties staring them in the fice. were
outhid by heroick resolution, magnanimity and
confidence in the Lord :lone. Our Fachers
trusced in 1Ae Lord and were delivered. they triai-
¢d in him and were not confounded.t It was
their care to de wirh the Lord. and their indul
gence, that the Lord was with them,} to a wob-
der, preserving, suppurting, protecting, and an-
imating them ; dispatching and destroying the
pagan natives by extraordinary sickness and
mortality, that there might be room for his freo-
ple to aexrve the Lord our Godgn § It was the
glory of our fathers, that !hev{' eartily professed

* Jer. 1. 2.+ Psal xxite ‘,l. $ II Chroni
-". 9\ 'i'B'al' l‘“v 8, 9. *
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@c-only rule oftheir: religion, from the very
first, to be the Holy Scripture, ascording where
unto, so far as they were persuaded, upon dili-
geat enquiry, solicitous search, aml faithful
Pprayer conformed, was their faith, their wor.
ship, together with the whele administration of
the house of Christ,.and their manners, sllow-
ance being given to human failures and imper-

That which they were most solicitows about,
and wherein their liberty had: been restrained,
respected the worship of God, and the Govern-
ment of the Church of Christ, according to his
Oown appointment, their faith and profession ‘of
religion being the same which was generally
received in sll the reformed churches of Ew.
Tope, and in substance the Assembdy’s Confcs-
sion, as shall be shewnanon. -

It canaet be denied, that the usage of tbe
Christian €hurch, wheee. faith wholly rested up-
on the word of God respecting Confessions of
Faith, is very ancient, and that which is univer-
sally acknowiedged tobe most se, and of univer-
sal acceptance -and consent, is coramonly calied -
the Apesties’Creed, a.symbal, sign, or badge of .
the christian religiun, called the Apostles, not
hygrause they composed it, for then it must have
been received into the canon of the Holy Bible)
bat because the ‘matter of it agreeth with the
doctrine, and is taken out of the writings of the

Apostles. Consegent hereunto, as the recessi-
ty of the Church for tXe correcting, condemn!-
2

V)



" .
ang. and suppressing of Aeresy. and error
red, hyve been emitted ancient and famous Con
fessions of Faith, composed and agreed u
‘by Occumenical Councils, e. &. of Nioe agai
Arius, of Constantinaple: against- Macedonias
ot Ephesus. against. Nestorius, of: Calcedon
against Eutyches. And whendhe light of ref:
armation broke forth to the dispersing of popis
darkness, the -reformed nations agreed
Confessions of Faith, famous in the world, and
of especial service to theirs. and standing ages.
And among those of latter times, . published in
our nation most worthy of repute and - accepe-
ance, we take to be the. Gonfession of Faith,
pomposed by the reverend Assembly of Divines
mnventd at Westminster, with.that of the Se-
voy. in the substauce, and io .expressions for
the most part the same ; the -former* p
sedly assented and attested to, 'by. the: Fatliers
of ourxountév. by unsnimous vete of the synod
of Eiders and*Messengers of the churches neet
at « ambridge, the lastof the Gth month, 1648,
The laiter-owned and consenwed. 1 by the Eld-
ers and Messengers ‘of the chusches assembled
at Bostdn, May 12th, %680. :. Dlie.same, we
doubt not. tnr’profes’uto ‘have been dhe constaat
fanh of the churches. in :this, €olony, from e
first foundation of them. :AswdiBat it may ap
pear to the christian world, that our churches do
not maintain differing:opiniofis in the .doctrine
D cmvemtpdnishiniinis vite " .
P qee the Preface tothe P‘u.form of Churdl
Miscipline. @ -




of religion, nor are desirous,  fof fny reason, to
conceal the faith we are persuaded of. the cldets
‘and Messengers of the Churches in this colrny
of Connecticut, in New.England, by virtue of
the appointmeut and eacouragement ofthe hon-
ourable the General Assembly, convened by
delegation at Saybrook, September 9th. 1708,
unanimously agreed. thas the Confession of
Fuith, owns® and consented anto by the elders
and messengers of the churches assembled at
Boston, in New- England, May 12th. 1680. being
the second session of that Syned. be recommen-
ded to the honourable General Assembly of this
Colony at their next session. for their publick
testimany thereto, as the faith of the churches
of this colony ; whic! cenfession. together with
the heads of,Union. and articles for the admin-
istration of CRurch Government herewith emit-
ted, were presented- unto, and approved and es-
tablished by. the said General Assembly, at
New-Haven, onthe 14th of October, 1708,

This Confession of Faith, we offer as our
firm persuasion, well and fully grounded upon
the Holy Scripture, and commend the same un-
to ull, and particularly to the people of our Colo-
ny, to be examined, accepted, and constantly
maintained. We do not assume to ourselves,
that any thing be taken upon trust from us, but
commend to our people these following Coun-
sels. - ' .

1. That you be immoveably and unchangeably
agreed in the only sufficient, and invariable rule
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of rellgion, which is the Holy Scripture; the fizel
Canon® uncapable of addition er diminution.
"You ought to accout nothing ancient, ‘that will
not stand by this rule,t nor any thing new that
will. Do not hold yourselves bound to um|
schiptural rites in religion, wherein custom it
. self doth many timgs misguide. Believe it tote
the honour of ReM@ion to resign and captivate
our wisdom and faith to Divine RvVelation.}

Il. That You be determined by this Rule ix th
avkole of Religion. That your Faithbe right and
Drvine, the Ward of God must be the foundation of
it, and the autherity of the word the reason of ity
You may bzlieve the most important articles
of Faith, with no more than a human 4aith;
And this is evermore the cause, when the prin-
ciple Faith is resolved mto, is any other than the
holy Scripture. For an orthodox christian to
resolve his Faith, into education instruction and
the persuasion of others is not an higher reason,
than a Paprist, Mahometan, or Pagan can produce
for his religion.

Pay also unto God the worship, that will
bear the trial of and receive establishment by
this rule. Have alwaysin readiness a divine
“warramt for all the worship you perform to Ged.
Believe that worship is accepted ard that only,
which is directed unto and commanded, and

*Isa. viii. 20. ‘tRev. xxi. 18, 19, {Jer vi. 16,
Mat. xix. 8, or xliv. 17. QMat. %i. 27. 1 Joho

1

. 0. |'I. xe x. 26. .
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heth the promise of ablessing from the word
of God. Bclieve that worship’ not divinely
commanded is in vain,® nor will answer the ne-
cessities and expectations of a christian, . nd is
8 worshipping, you know not what.t Belicve
in all divine worship. it is not enough that this
or that act of worship is not forbidden in the
word of God ; if it be not cemmanded, and you
perfurm #&, you,may fear that you will be found
guilty and exposed to divine displezsure.f ANa-
dub and /biku paid dear for offering in divine
worship that which the Lord commanded them
mot. Itis an honour done unto Christ, when
¥you account that only decent, Orderly and con-
vement in his house, which depends upon the
institution and appomtment of himself, who is
the only head and lawgiver of his Church.

ILL.." That you be well grounded in the firm
truths of religion. We have willingly taken
pains to add the holy scnptmes. whereon every
point of faith contuined.in this Confession doth
depend, and is borne up by, and commend the
same to your diligent perusal, that you be es-
tablished in the truth and your faith rest upon
its proper besis, the word of God. 5 Follow the
example of the noble Bereans, search the scrip-
tores, grow in grace and the knowledge of
Christ, be not children in understanding, but

*Mat. xv. 9. nnhn iv. 22, Jer, vii. 22. {Lev.
x1,2. ’\cts xvii. 10, 11, John v. 89, 2 Pct\
fi. 18. 1 Cor. xiv. 2. .
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men. Labourfor a sound confirmed know
edge of these points in the evidence of the
See that they be deeply rooted in your mi
and hearts, that so you be not an easy prey -
such as lie in wait to deceive.®* For the wa
hereof to be condoled is the unhappiness of m:
ny ever learning, and never comiing, to th
kposyledge of the truth.t
1V. That having appnikied the rule of holy scrip-
ture to all the Ariitles of this Confession, an
Jound the same ufion trial the unchangeable and
cternal truths of God:} You remember and hold
them fast, contend earnestly for them as che faith
once delivered to the saints. Valae them as
your great m-ter, the instrument of your sal-
Yation, the eidence of your not failing of the
grace of God, and receiving a crown that fa-
deth not away.} Maintain them, and every of
them all your days with undaunted resoluti
against all opposition, whatever- the event be,
and the same transmit safe and pure to posteri-
ty : Having bought the truth on no hand sell
it. Beliewe||the truth will make you free : Fatth-
il is he that hach prromised : So shall . none rake
away your crown. S .
FinolNy, Do not think it enough that your fufth
and order be according to the word of God, but

*Eph. iv. 18. 14.. 12 Tim. iii. 7. {Rew. iii.
3. Jude 3. §¢ Cor. xv. 18. 1 Cor. xv. 18,
Psal. Ixxviii. 5, " John xxiii. 23. Johm viii. 3%
Heb. 3. 13, Rev. il 1b i
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ve accordingly.® It is not enough to believe
7elly you run yourself into the greatest hazard
niessyou be careful to live well, and that this
&t all your life and conversation mustbe agree-
bleto the rule of God’s word. This is the rule
fa christian conversation and practical reform-
tion.{ Rest not in thg form of Godliness, deny<
g she frower of it.  Stir up an holy zeal,
rengthen the things that remain that are ready
) die. . Be not csrried away with the corrup-
ons, temptations, and evil examples of the
mes, but be dlameless and without rebuke, the
me of Godin a froward. generation,§ they shall
alk with me in white jfor they are worthy.
Remember ye our brethren in this colony,
1at we are a part of that body,| for which the
rovidence of God hath wrought wonders, and
re obliged by and accountable for all the mer-
ies dispensed from the beginning of our fath.
rs settling this country until now. There ke
'ake with us,Y That the practical piety and
:ripus religion of our progenitors is exempla-
r and for our imitation,** and will reflect con-
wunding shame on us, if we prove degcnerate.
‘he Lord grant that the nobls design of our
thers in coming to this land, may not be for-
otten by us, nor by our children after us, even
*Tut. iiy 11, 12. 1Gal. vi. 16. Mic. vi. 8. {2
‘im. iil. 15. Rev. iii. 19. Rev. iit. 2. Phil.ii.
5. §Rev. iii. 4. ||Hos. xii. 2,3, HHos. xii.
] Tim. io 5. Jub- V'Iil. 8.- ’ -
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the interest of religion which we can never e
change for a temporal interest without he fou
est depeneracy, and most < inexcusable defec
tion,* To conclude the solemn rebukes
providence from timeto time in a series
judements, and in particular, the general droug.
in rhe summer fass, together with the gricvous dud
_appornimen: of our military underiaking, cke dis
&7 easen, sicknese and mortality of our campy, cannd|
successfully be improved but by a self-humbling,
gonsideration of our ways, and a thorough refient-
ance of all that ts amiss.t So will the God
our fathers be aur God, and he will be a wall
fire round about us, and the Glory in the mid
of usin this present and all succeeding gencr
ations. AMEN.

*Exod, xv. 2, IT. Jer.ii. 21, {1sa xxvi,
Gen xliii. 23. Zach. ii. 5,

.
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A Confession of Faith.

CHAP. I,
Of thes Holy Scrifitures.

LTHOUGH the light of nature, and the
works of creation und Providence, do so
far manifest the goodness, wisdom, and power
of God, as to lcave men inexcusable ; a yet they
are not sufficient to give that knowledge of
God, and of is will, which is necessary unto
salvation : & Therefore it pleased the Lord at
-supdry times, andin divers manners, to reveal
himself, and to declare that his will unto his
Churcl, : ¢ and afterwards, for the better pre-
serving and propagating of the truth, and for
the more snre est blishment and comfort of the
Church against the corruption of the flesh, and
the malice of Satan and of the world, to commit
the same wholly to writing ; d which maketh
the Holy Scripture to be most necessary ;e
thos: former ways of God's revealing his will
unto his people, now ceased. f :
a Rom. ii. 14, 15. Rom. i. 19, 20. Psal. xix.
1,2, 5. Rom. i. 32. Chap, ii. 1. b L. Cor. i.
31 Chap, ii. 13, 14. Bc Heb. i. 1, 2. - d Prov.



16 A CONFESSION OF FAITH.

xxii. 19,20, 21, Luke i. 3, 4. Rom. xv. &

Mat. iv. 4, 7, 10. Isa. viii. .9,20. e ll. Tim.
iii. 15, Il Per. i 19. f Heb. 1. 1, 2.

1L,

Under the name of Holy Scripture, or "the
word of God written, are now contained all the
books of the Old and New Testament, which
are these ; .

OF THE OLD TESTAMENT,

Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, Dcuter-
onomy, Joshua, Judges, Ruih, 1. Samuel, 11. Sam-
uel, L. Kings, 11, Kings, 1. Chronicles, 11. Chron-
icles, Ezra, Nehemiah. Esther, Job, Psalms, Pro-
verbs, Ecclestastes, The Song of Songs, I.aiah,
Jeremiakh, Lamentations, Ezekiel, Daniet, Hosea,
Juoel, AAmos, Obadiah, Jonah, Micah, Nahum, Ha-
bakkuk, Zephaniah, Haggai, Zachariah, Malachis

OF THE NFW TESTAMENT,

Matthew, Mark, Luke, John, The Acts of the

Ahostles, Paul's Epistle to the Romans, 1. Corin-

thians, 11. Corinthians, Galatiuns, ILphesians,

FPhilippians. Colossians, 1. Thessalonians, 11 Thes-
saloniang, 1 to Timothy, 1l to Timorhy, to Ti-
'tus, 1o Philemon, the Epistle to the Hebrews,
the KEpistle of James, the first and second
. Epistles of Peter, the first, second, and third E-
liistles of Johny the Efiisile of Jude, the Revela
cion,
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All which are given by the ianspiration of
God, to b the rule of faith and life. g

g Lukc XVi. 2.v 31. EI"'O ﬁh 20. R‘v, :xii‘
18, 19. II Tim. iii. 16.

I

The books commonly called Apocrypha not
being of divine inspiration, are no part of the ca-
non of the scripture ; and therefore are of ne
authority in the Church of God, nor to be any
otherwise approved, or made use of, than other
human writings. 4

4 Luke xxiv. 27, 44. Rom. iii. 2. II Peter,
1. 21,

IV.

The authority of the holy scripture, for which
it ought to be believed and obeycd, dependeth
not upon the testimony of eny man or church,
bat wholly upon God, (who is truth itself) the
author thereof ; and therefore it is to be received
because it is the woid of God. ¢

illo Pet i' ‘9, 21. llo Timo iiio 16. I' John
v. 9. L Thes. ii. 13,

V.

We may be moved and induced by the testi-
~ mony of the church, to a high and reverend es-
* teem of the holy scripture ; &£ and the heavenli-

Ress of the matter, the efficacy of the doctrine,
the majesty of the style, theyconsent of all the
parts, the scope of the whole, (whichis to give

v
e

_aiiin



16 A CONFESSION OF FAITH.

all glory to Giod) the full discovery it makes of
the only way of man's salvation, the many other
incomparable excellencies, and the entire per-
fection thereof, are arguments whereby it doth
abundant]y evidence itself .to be the word of
Cod ; yet notwithstanding, our full persuasion
and assurance of the infullible truth and divine
authority thereof, is from the inward work of
the Holy Spirit, bearing witness by and with the
word, in our hearts; /

k1 Tim. ii. 15. {1 John, ii. 20, 27. John,
xvi. 18, 14. I Cor.ii. 10, 11, 12, Isa. lix. 31.

VI S

The whole counsel of God, concerning all
things necessary for his own glory, man's salva-
tion, faith and life, is either expressly set down
in scripture, or by good and necessary conse-
gence may be deduced from scripture; unto
which. nothing at any time is to be added,
whether by new revelations of the Spirit, or
‘traditions of men.m Nevertheless we acknow-
ledge the inward illumination of the Spirit of
God to be necessary for the saving understands
ing of such things as are revealed in the word ;
and there are some cilcumstances concerning
the worship of God, and government of the
church, common to human actions and societies,
which are to be ordered by the light of nature,
and christian prudence, according to the geve-
ral rules of the word, which .are always. to bg

“served. o )
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- m Il Tim.iii. 15, 16,17. Gal. i. '8, 9. IL
Thes. ii. 3, 15. n John, vi. 45. I Cor. ii. 9, 10,
11, 12. oI Cor. xi. 13, 14, and chap. xiv. 36,
40.

. vllo

Al things in scripture are not alike plain in
themselves, nor alike clear unto all ;8 yet
those things which are necessary to be known,
believed, and observed, for salvation, are so
clearly propounded and opened in some place
of scripture or other, that not only the learned,
but the unlearned, in a due sense of the ordina-
Ty means may attain unto a sufficient undei-
standing of them. ¢

£ 11 Pet.iii. 16. ¢ Psal. cxix. 105, 180,
‘Heb. ii. 2.
. 4 ‘
_VIIL.

9 he Old Testament in Hebrew, (which was
the native lunguage of the people of God of 61d)
and the New Testament in Greek, (which at
the time of writing of it was most generally
krown to the nations) being immediately inspi-
red by God, and by his singular care and provi-
dence kept pure in all ages, are .therefore au-
thentical ; r so as in all controversies of religion
the church is finally to appeal unto them. e
But because these original tongues are not
knawn to all the people of God, who have right
urto and interest in the scriptures, and are com-
manded in the fear of God to read and search

B2



18 A CONFESSION OF FAITH,

‘them, ¢ therefore they are to be translated inte
the vulgar language of every nation unto which
they come, # that the word of God  dwelling
plentifully in all, they may worship him in an
acceptable manner, w and through patience and
comfort of the scriptures may have hope. »

r Mat. v. 18. & Isa. viii. 20. Acts, xv. 15.
Joh. v. 39, 46. ¢ John, v. 89. u I Cor. xiv. 6,9,
11, 12,24, 27, 28. w Col. iii. i6. = Rom. xv. 4.

1X.

The infallible rule of interpretation of scrip-
ture, is the scripture itself ; and therefore, when
there is a question about the true and full sense
of any scripture (which is net manifold, but one
it must be searched and known by other places,
that speak more clearly. y

y 11 Pets 1,20, 21. ‘Acts, XV, }5, 164

x .
The Supreme Judge, by whom all contro-
versies of religion are to be determined, and all
decrees of councils, opinions of ancient writers,
doctrines of men, and private spirits, are to be
examijned, and in whose sentence we are to rest,
can be no other but the holy scripture delivered
by the Spirit, into which scripture so delivered;
our faith is finally resolved. z
» z Mat. xxii. 29, 31, Eph.ii. 30. Acts, xxviii.
%
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CHAP. 1L
Of God, and_of the' Holy Trinity.

THERE is but one only ¢ living and true
God ; & who is infinite in being and per-
fection, ¢ a most pure spirit, d invisible, ¢ with-
out body, parts, f or passions, g immutable, &
immense, i eternal, £ incomprehensible, / al-
mighty, m most wise, 7 most holy, o0 most free, £
most abaolate, ¢ working all things according to
the counsel of his own immutable and most
righteous will, r for his own glory, s most lov-
ing, ¢ gracions, merciful, long suffering, abun-
dant in goodness afd truth, forgiving iniquity,
transgression and sin ; u the rewarder of them
}hat diligently seek him ; w and withal, most
justaad terrible in his judgments, x hating all
sin, y and who will by no means clear the guil-
‘y- b 4

a Deut. vi. 4. I Cor. viii.4,6. 61T Thes.
i.¢. Jur.x. 10. ¢ Job,i. 7,8, 9, and xxvi. 14.
d John, iv, 24. el Tim.i. 17. f Deut.iv. 15,
16. John, iv. 24. Lnuke, xxiv. 39. g Acts, xiv.
W,15. & James, i. 17. Mal.iii. 6. ¢ I'Kings,’
viila 27« Jur. xxiii, £3 . 24. 4 Rom. i. 20. I.
Tim. i. 17. Psal- xc. 2. ¢ Psal. cxlv. 3. m
Gep. xvii. 1. Rov.iv. 8. =z Rom. xvi. 27. o
I, vi. 5. £ Ps:l. cxve 3. g E-nde il 149
rEph.i.11. & Rom. xic 36, ¢ 1Jchn, iv. 8,
16, u Fxolszxxive 6, 7= @ Heb. xic 6. 2
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Nebe 'xe3’ 33, yPsil. vi. 5, 6. z Exod. |
XxXive 7o Nahe:. 2 3
]'.

God hath :1 life, e glory. 6 goodness, ¢ bles.
sedness, d in and of himsclf ; and is alone in and
unto himsclf all-sufficient, not standing in heed
of ..ny creatures which he hath made, € nor de-
riving any glory from them, f but only manifes-
ting his own glory in, by, unto, and upon them.
He is the alone fountain of all being, of v hom.
through whom. und to whom are all things ; ¢
and hath most sovercign dominion over them,
to do by them, for them, or upon them, whatso-.
ever himself pleasethe 4. In his sight all things
are open and manifest ; ¢ his knawledge 1s infi-
nitc, infullible, «nd independent upon the crea-
ture ; £ so «s nothing is to him contingent or
uncertair«! He is most holy in all his counsels,
in all his works, and in all his command-.m

"o him is due from angels and men, and every |
other creature, whatsoever worship, service. or
obedience, as creatures, they owe unto the Cre-
ator, and vhatever he is further pleascd to re-
yuire of therr.n

a John, v, 26. & Acts, vii, 2. ¢ Psal, cxix.
68. dlTi» . w15 Rom.ixe "o e Acts. x17.
24,85, fJob, xxite 2, 3. g Ron. 11,36, A
R-v.ive 1o I Timre vie 15, Dave 1,25, 31, 34,
35, i Heh, ive 13. &k Rom, ¥, 33, 34, Psal.
cxlviie 5o [ Aiiiy 15 180 Kz ke x'0 50 m Psals
cglv. 17. Rom. vite 12, @ Revay. 12, 13, 14,
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1L

In the unity of the Godhead there be three
persons of one substance, power; and eternity ;
God the Father, God the Son, and God the Ho-
ly Ghost.o The Father is of none, neither be-
gotten, nor proceeding-; the son is eternally be.
gotten of the Father ; s the Holy Ghost eternal-
ly proceeding from the Father and the Son. ¢
‘Which doctrine of the Trinity is the founda-
tion of all our communion with God, and com-
fortable dependence upon him.

o I John, v. 7. Mat. iii. 16, 17. chap. xxviiis
19. II Cor. xiii. 14. 1 John, i. 14, 18, ¢ Johny
xv. 26. Gal: iv. 6. II Cor. xiii. 14.

——— 3 CE———

CHAP. III.
Of God’s Eternal Decreess

OD from all eternity did by the most wise

and holy counsel of his own will, freely

and unchangeably ordain whatsoever comes to

pass ; a yet so as thereby neither is God the gu-

thor of sin, 6 nor is vielence offcred to the will

of the creatures, nor is the liberty or contingen-

cy of second causes taken away, but rather es-
tablished. ¢ ’ v

a Eph. i, 11, Rom. xi. 33. Hebs vi. 17

A
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Rom.ix. 15, 18. b James. & 13. 14, 1 John. iy
S5¢ € \ciS, it 20 ch.oiatie 27, 28. M.t. x!.
12. Johuy e 11s Prove X* e 500

1. .
Although God knows whatsoever may or capn
come to pass upon all supposed condiuons ; &
yet hath he not decreed .y thing. becouse he
foresaw it us future, or-th it which would coms
to pass, upon sich conditions. e
d Acts, xv. 18, 15, :0d xx:e 1, 12, Mate
}i\ 2] 23. CR e 1Xe ll, lo, |5, |8o

I
By the decree of God. for the manifestation
of his glory, some men and angels f are predes-
tinated unto everlasting life, and others fore-or-
dained to everlisting degthe g ‘
. fl l'im ‘o2, M"' XKv. 41, Eph! i. 5’ 6’
Prove xvi, 4. g Rom. 1xe 22, 23,

v, [
These angels and men, thus predestinated and |
for «»rdained, sre particularly and unchungess | 1
bly designed, and their number is so certain and |
definite, that it cannot be cither increased or d:o ‘
mipisheds 4
A ll Tlnlc llc {9. John' 13. 8.

v
Those of mankind that are predestinated un. |
to life, God, before the foundation of the world |
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was luid, sccording to his eternal and immuta.
ble purpose, and the sccret eounsel and good
picasure of his will, hath chosér in Chuist, un-
to everlasting glory, i aut of ris mere free
grace and love, without any foresight of faith or
good works, or perseverance in either of them,
or any other thing in the creature, as conditi~
ons, or causes moving him thereunto, & and all
to the praise of his glerious grac. o/

i Ephei. 4,9, 1. Rom, viiie 30, II Tir. i
9. I These vo 9. &k Ronex. 11, 13, 16. Eph.
is 4, 9. [Eph.i. &, 12

’ Vl. .

As God hath appointed the elect unto glorr,
8o hath he by the eternal ard most free purpose
of his will fore-ordained all the means thereune
to. m Wherefore they who are clected, bring
fallen in Adam, are redeemed by Christ,n :re
effectually called unto fuith in Christ by his
Spirit working in due season, are justified. a~
dopted, sanctified, 0 and kept by his pawer, .
through faith unto salvatior « #  Neither are a-
ny other redeemed by Christ, or ¢ ff-ctually cal-
led, justified, adopted, sancufii ¢, and saved, but
the elect onlj. ¢

m Y Pet,i. 2. Ephit. 4 5,and ch-p. ii. 10.
II Thes. .13, 71 Thoc. .9 10, Titevis 14.
o Rom. viiie 3. Eplaiy vo 11 "hes. it 13, fo
I Pet.i. 5. ¢ John, vi.e 9, —vi. 64. 65,—viii, 47,
and x, 26, Rou.. viii. 28, L0 the ehd, 1 John, 1y
19,
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VIL !
The rest of mankind, God was pleased, ae-
cording to the unscarchable counsel of his own
will, whereby he extendeth or withholdeth mer-
cy as he pleaseth, for the glory of his soverei
power over his creatures, to pass by, and to
' dain them to dishonour and wrath for their si
to the praise of his glorious justice. r |
r Ma. xi. 25, 26. Rom. ix. 17, 18, 21, 23.!
II Tim, ii» 19, 20. Jude, 4. 1 Pet.ii. 8. I
ot
' VIIIL. !
The doctrine of this high mystery of predes-
tination is to be handled with special prudence|
and care, & that men attending the will of God
revealed in his word, and yielding obedience
thereunto, may from the certainty of their effec-
tual vocation, be assured of their eternal elec-
tion. £  So shall this doctrine afford matter of
praise, reverence and admiration of Ged, 2 and
of humility, diligence and abundant conselation
to all that sincerely obey the gospel. @ . ‘
& Rom. ix. 20, 11,35. Deut. xxix.29. ¢1I Pet.|
i« 10. u Lph. i. 6. Rom. xi. 33. w Rom. xi.|
5, and vi. 20. 11 Pet. is 1. Rom. viii- 33. Luke;
: xl 20' ‘
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CHAP. 1V.
Of Creation.

T pleased God the Father, Son and holy

Ghost, g for the manifestation of the glory

1 his eternal power, wisdom and goodness, 4 in

he beginning to create and make of nothing

he world, and sll things therein, whether

isible or invisible, in the space’of six days and
1l very good. ¢ .

a Heb. i. 2. John i. 2. 3. Geni. 2. Job xxvi.
3. & xxxiii. 4. -6 Rom. 1. 20. Jer. x. 12. Psal.
iv. 24. & xxxiii. 5, 6.. ¢Gen i. Chap.. Heb.
1. 8. Col.i. 16. Acts xvii. 24.

1L
After God had made all other creatures, ha
reated man, male and female, d with reasona-
le and immortal souls, ¢ endued with knowl-
dge, righteousness and true holiness, after his
wn image, f having the law of .God written in
aeir hearts, £ and power to fuifil it ; 4 and yet
nder a possibility of transgressing, being left
5 the liberty of their own will, which was sub-
ect to change. i DBesidés this law written in
1eir hearts, they received a command notto eat
{ the tree of knowledge of good and evil ;
ihich whilst they keptthey were happy in their
ommunion with God, ¥ and had dominion over

he creatures. /
. G
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d Geno io 27' [ Genc "a 7. Ecclo xuc 7. L“kﬂ
xxfii. 43. Mat. x. 28, - f Gen. i. 26. Col. 1ii,
10 Eph. iv. 34. ¢ Rom. ii. 14, 18 4 Ecch
‘wii. 29. i Gen.iti. 6. Eccl. vii. 29.- & Gen
iii. 8,9, 10, 11,33, /Gen.i. 26, 28, and ik
7.

D 3 -

CHAP. V. N
Of Providence, . . J

GOD the gr at creator of all things, dot
uphold, a trect, dispose, and govern all
.creatures, actions, and things 4 from the grea-
est even to the least ¢ by his most wise and ho-
ly providence, d according to his infallible fore.
knowledge. e and the free and immutable cou
sel of his own will, £ to the .praise of t
glory of his wisdom, power, justice, goodne
and mercy. g

@ Meb.i. 3. b Dan. iv. 34, 35. Psal. cxxxv
. 8. Acts xvii, 25, 26- 28,29 Job xxxviii, xXxix,
. xl, xli, chapters. ¢ Mat, x. 29 30, 31. dPsal
civ. 34. xv. 3. and cxlve 17. eActs xv. 1§
Psal. xciv, 8,9,10, 11. SEph, i, 1ll. Ps
xxxiii. 10, 1 1. g Isa. Ixiiis 14. Eph. iii. 10. Row
ig. 17, Gen, xlve 17, Psal. cxlv. 17,
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It .

Although in relation to the fore-knowledge
nd decree of God, the first cause, all things
tome to pass immutably and infallibly ; 4 yet
by the same providence he ordereth them to
fall out, according to the nature of the second
causes, either necessarily freely or contingent-
ly.é

h Acts ii. 23. ¢ Jer. xxxi. 35, Exod. xxi. 18.
Gen. viil. 32. Deut. xix. 5. 1 Kings xxii. 38,
4. Isa. x. 6, 7. . .

- HI.

God in his ordinary providence maketh use
of means, & yet is free to work without, / above,
= and against them at his pleasure. n

k Acts xxvii. 31, 44. Isa. Iv: 11. Hos. ii, 21,
22. ' IHos. i. 7. Mat. iv. 4. Job xxxiv. 10. m
Rom. iw 19, 30, §1. = 1I Kings vi. 6. Dan. iii.
27’

Iv. -

“The almighty power, unsearchable wisdom
and the infinite goodness of God. so far mani-
fést themselves in his providence, in that his de-
termined counsel extendeth itself even to the
first fall and all other sins of angels and men. ¢
{and that not by a bare permission) # which al.
%0 he most wisely and powerfully boundeth. ¢
and otherwise ordereth and governeth in » ma-
nifold dispensation, to his own most holy ends, »
7t 80 as the sinfulness thereof proceedeth only
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from the creature, and tiot from God, who
ing most holy and righteous, neitier is, not
can be the author or approver of sin. s

2 Rom. xi. 32, 33, 34. II Sam. xxiv. 1. wi
1 Chron. xxis 1. I Kings ii. 3,23,23." I Chio
x. 4, 13, 14. II Sam. vi. 10. Acts ii. 23. &
iv. 27,'88. p Acts xiv. 16, ¢ Psul: Ixxvi: 10,
II Kings xix. 28. r Gen. 1. 20 Isa. x. 6, 7,12,
s Jam. i. 13, 14,17, I Johh ii. i6. Psdl. L
2L . . ,

V.

The most wise, righteous and gracious G
doth oftentimes ledve for a season his own chil-
dren to manifold temptations, and- the corrup:
tion of their own hearts, to chdstise them for
their formdr sing, or to discover unto them the
hidden strength of corruption, afid deceitfulness
of their hearts, thatthey may be hufibled, ¢ and
to raise them to a more close and constant de-
pendence for their support upon himself and
to make them more watchful against all future
occhsions of éin, and for sundry other just and
holy ends. u b

- § J1 Chron. xxxii. 35, 26, 3t. II Sam. xtiv.
3. »II Cor. xii. 7,8, 9. Psa. lxxiii. pertot
Psa. Ixxvii. 1, 10, 2. Mark xi¥. 66, to the
end. John xxi. 15,16, 17,

V[.

As for those wicked and ungodty men, whont

Sioct a8 & righteotis judge, for former sin's; doth
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Mind and harden, wfrom them he not only with-
holdeth his grace, whereby they might have
been enlightened in their understandings, and
wrought upon in their hearts, = but sometimes
also withdraweth the gifts which they -had. y
and exposeth them to such objects, as their
corruption makes occasion of sin ; z and with.
al gives them over to their own lusts, the temp-
tations of the world, and the power of Satan, a
whereby it comes to pass that they, harden
themselves under those means even which God
useth for the softening of them. 6

w Romo 1. 24, 26; 28. Rom- xin " 8. x
Deu. xxix. 4. ¥ Mat. xiii. 13. Mat. xxv. 29,
z De“. ii 300-11 King' Vﬁi. lz, '8. a P”a viii,
11,12. & Exod. vii. 3. and viii. 15, 38. 11 Cor.
iiy 14, 16. Isa, viii. 14. I Pet. ii. 7, 8. Isa. xvi.
9, 10, with Acts xxviii. 26, 37,

Vil
As the Providence of God doth ip general
reach to all creatures, so after a most special
manaer it taketh care.of his church, and dispo-
seth all things for the good thereof. ¢ -
¢ I Tim. iv. 10. Amos ix. 8, 9. Rom. viii.
29, Isa, sliii. 3, 4, 5, 14,

*C9
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CHAP. VL.

Ofibefalqu}l{an,qf&n,aud qfthe Punishi
W thereof.

life theseupony-a with our first: paren

all. their postetity in themd they
seduced by thesubtilty andtemgpeation of'Sat
. did wilfally transgress the law of their cress
tion, and break the covenant in eamig the for
biddep fruit; c. -
« Rom. x. 5. . & Rom..v. 13, 13. I~Gor. 2V
gl, 22 CG@'“I"]:’Q'!I’COP: xi. $u

(;OD having,made a: covenent of works ¢

II.
" By this sin theyr, and we'in' thath,.!’ell from
onginal righteousness and communion with
God, d and so became déid in sin, ¢ and wholly
defiled i ;n &l therfaculties and- phits of seul: and
" body.
'd Gen. iiis- 6, 7, 8. Becl, viis 29. Rom. din33-
eGen. ii. 172 Eph.iii 1. f£Titei. 150 Gerl vie 50
Jer. xvii. % Roan iits 10, to 194 .

III.

They being the root, and by God's appoint-
ment standing in the room and stead of all man-
kind, the guilt of this sin was imputed, g and
corrupted nalure conveyed to all their poste'x-

-~
.




.A CONPESSION OF FATTH. 33

ty descendingy from them by ordinury genera:
tion. % ’ '

& Gen.i. 27, 28. Gen. ii.- 16, 17. Acts xvii.
36. Rom. v 12, 15, 16. 17, 18, 19. I Cor. xv.
21,22,45. 49 A Psdle K. 5. Gen. v. 3, Job xiv. 4,
and-xvi k40 - :

- 1v. S

From this original corruption whereby we
are utterly indisposed, disabled and made oppo-
site to all good, i and wholly inicTined to all evil,
k do proceed all actnal transgressions. /,

i Rom v. 6. and viii. 7, and vii. 18. Col. i:
21. £ Gen. vi. 5. and viii. 21. Rom. iii. 10, 11,
;2.1]amc i- l" 156 Epho ii- 2, 3v Mat- W

9e .

. , V'. . -
This corription of nature during this ¥,
doth remain in those that are regenerated’;
and'although it be through Chrib; pardoned and
mortified, yet both itself and all the motions
thereof are truly and properly sin.n
. m¥ John i. 8 10. Rom vii. 14, 17, 18, 23,
Jam. iii. 2. Pro. xx. 9. Eccl. viiy 20. 7 Rom.
ﬁi’ 5’«7’ a’ 25. Ga]' Ve 17. N

S A

Every sin both original and actual, being e
transgression of the righteous law of God, and
contrary thereunto, o doth in its own nature,
biing guilt upon the sinner, ## whereby he is

l
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bound over to the wrath of God, ¢ and
of thelaw, » and se made subject to
- with all miseries spiritual, £ temporal ¥ and
nal. w .i

ol John, iii. 4. 2 Rom. xx. 15, ‘and iii.
19. ¢ Ephii. 8. rGal iii. 10. s Rom i..
t Epb. iv. 18, u Rom. viii. 20. Lam. iii.
o Mat, xxv. 41. II Thes. i. 9.

CHAP- VIL
Qf God's Covenant with Man.

HE distanct between Godand the creat
ure is so great, that although ressonable
" creatures do owe obedience to him as their Crev|
ator, yet they could never have attained the re-
ward of life, but by some voluntary condescen-
" sion on God’s part, which he hath been ple&
sed to express by way of covenant @
- alse. x1 13, 14, 15, 16, 17. Job ix. 32, 33.;
Psa. cxiti. 56, and c. 3, 8- Job xxii. 3, 3, and’
2XxV. 7, 8. Luke xvii. 10, Acts xvii. 34, 25.

IL |
‘The first covenant made with man, was a |
\ovenant of works, & wherein lifc was promised |
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o Adamh, and in him to his posterity, ¢ upon
ondition of perfect and personal obedience. d

b Gal. iii. 2. ¢ Rom. x. 5, 8nd v. 12t0 2"
I Gen. ii. 17. Gul. 3. I0.

T,

Man by his fall having made himself uncz-
nble of life by that coveniant, the ‘Lord was
dleased to muke a gecond, ¢ cdnrmonly called
the cowenant of grace'; wherein he freely of-
‘eretl: unto sinners life and salvation by Josus
Christ, requiring of them Faith in him that
they may be saved, f and promising to give
unto all those that are ordained "unto life, his
holy Spirit to make them willing and able to
believe. g ey

e Gal. iii. 1. Rom. iii. 20, 21. Gen iii. 5.
Isa. xhi. 6. f Murk-xvi. 15, 16.~ John iit. 16,
Rom. x. 6,10. Gul. iii. 11. g Ezek. xxxviy
26, 27, John vi. 44, 45. . Co

Iv. . *

This covenant of grace is frequently set
forth in scripture by the name of a testament,”
in reference to the dcath of Jesus Christ the
testator, and to the everlasting inheritance, with
all things belonging to it, therein bequeathed. &

& Heb. viie 22. and ix. 15, 16, 17. Luke xxiis
30, I Cor. xi. 25. :

. . .

: - V. R
Although this covenant hath be<~ ifcrently
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and variously administered in respect of
nances and institutions in the time of the
and since the coming of Christ in the
yet for the substance and efficacy of it, tq all
spiritual and saving ends, it is one and the sa
upon the account of which various dis
tions it is called the old and new testament.

¢ II Cor. iii. 6' 7’ 8, 9. Hebo xiis '8 to
Col. ii. 11, 12, I Cor. v. 7, 8, and xi. 25 £ G
iii- 3. &)h. iv, 5‘- Jer. xxx10 33, 34. Rom.
21, 23, 30, and i» 165 ¢ 11 Cors iiis 65 1ge

ket ) BN

CHAP. VIIIL
. Of Christ the Mediator: -

T pleased God in his eternal

choose and ordain the Lord Jesus his

gotten son, according to a covenant
hetween them both, to be the Mediator bet
God and man, ; a the prophet, 5 priest, ¢
Xing, d the head and saviour of his churc
the heir of all things, /and judge of the world
unto whom he did from all eternity give &
ple to be his seed, A and to be by him in ti
acedeemed, called, justified, sanctified and g
de ¢ ' -
¢ lea. xliis 1. [ Petei. 19, 30. Joha iih 1K
. - 4 ‘ {
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Tim' ii« 5. b Acts iii; 22. CHeb\O Ye 5’ 6.
Psal. ii. 6. Luke 1. 33. ¢ Eph- v. 25, fﬂcb-
2. & Acts xvii. 31 A4 John xvii. 6. Psal,’
xiie 30, Isa, liii. 10, il Timeila 6. Jsa. Ive
5.1 Cor.i. 30,

11

THhe sonof God the second person in the
“rinity, being very and cternal God of one
ubstance and equal with the fither, did, when
he fulness of time was come, take upon him
nan’s nature, £ with all the essential proper-
ies and common infirmities thereof, yet with-
yat sin, / being conceived by the power of the
ioly Ghost:in the womb of the virgin Mary,
f bher substance ; m so that two whole perfect
:nd distinct natures, the Godhead and the man-
100d, were inseparably joined togéther in one
)erson, witheut conversion, composition or con-
usion ; n which personis very God and very
uan yet one Christ, the only Mediator between
Sod and manso t :
k John i. 14, 17, and v, 20. Phil. ii. 6. Gal, ive
t. ¢ Heb, ii. 14, 16, 17, and iv. 15. m Luke
- 27, 3.9 35. G'dld ive 4 n Luke i. 35. Rotllp’
Xe 8o Col, ii, 9. 1 Pet. hio 18. 1 Tim. iii. 16.
» Roms i, 31. I Tim. ii. 5.

. .
The Lord Jesus Christ in his human nature
thus anited to the divine in the person of the
son was sanctified and anointed with the holy
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wpirit above weasure, ft having .in him all
wreasures of wisdom and knowledge, ¢ in
it pleased the father that all fulness s
dwell, 710 the end that being holy, harmless, v
defiled and full of grace #nd truth, s he mi
be thoroughly furmshed to execute the office
amediator and surety ; ¢ which cffice he took
unto himsetf, but was thereunto caléd by -
father,z who also put all power and j
ment into his hand, and gave him comm
ment to exccute the same. w

22 Psal xlv. 1. John iii. 34. ¢ Col.ii. 3.
Col. i. 19, & Heb. vii. 26. John i. 14. ¢ Acts
X. 38. Heb. xii. 24, aud vile 22. 2z Heb. v.
5. wJobm v. 21, 2" Myt xxviii. 18, Adt
i1 36. |

IV i ' .
The eoffice the Lord J Christ did mos|
_ willingly undertake, x mx, that he mpighl
discharge he was made under the law,y
did perfzctly fulfil it, z and underwent the pu
ishment due to us, which we should have borr
and suffered, bemg made sin and a curse for us
cnduring most grievous torments immediastel
fiom Gud in his soul, a and most painful su i
ings in his body, 4 was crucificd and died, ¢ wag
buried and remained under the power of death
yet saw no corruption, d on the third day bhe a4
rose from the dead e with the same body- in
which he sufltred, f with ‘which ulso he ascen-
ded into Heaven, and there sitteth at the right
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and of his father, & making i mtercewon, hand
hall retcrn to judge men and angels at the epd
f the world. ¢

z Psal. xl. 7, 8. Heb. x. 5 to 10. John, x. 18,
‘hils 1i. 8. y Gal. iv. 4.. z Mat. iti. 15 and v.
7.. a Mat. xxvi. 37, 38, and xxvii. 46. Luke
xii, 44. 6 Mat. xxvi. 27. ¢ Phil.ji, 8.
icts, if 28, 24, 27, and xiii, 37. Rom. vi. 9,
I Cor. xv. 3, 4, f Jobn, xx. 25,27. & Mark,
vi. 9. & Rom. viii, 34. Heb. ix, 24, and vii. 25.
Rome. xiv, 9, 10. Acts, i, 11, and x, 42. Mat.
ul, 40, 4' 42, JlldC, 6. H Pet. ii. 4-

V.

The Lord Jesus, by his perfect obedience and
acrifice of himself, which he, through the eter-
al Spirit once offered up unto God, hath fully
atisfied the justice of God, & and purch sed
ot only reconciliation, but an everlasting inhere
ance in the kingdom of heaven, for all those
'hom the Father hath given unto him. ¢

k Rom. v, 19. Hcb. ix, 14, 16, and x, 14,
.ph. v, 2. Rom. iii, 25, 26. /Col.1i, 19, 2Q."
)an. ix. 24, 26. Eph. i, 11, 14. John, 'xvii, 2
leb. i*, 12, lso

VI.

Although the work of redemption was not
ctually wrought by Christ till after his incar,
ation, yet the virtge, efficacy’ and benefits
hereof were communicated to the elect in all
ges successively,’ frothhe beginning of the
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world, in and by those promises, types, and sag
rifices, wherein he -was revealed, and gigni
o be the secd of the woman, which should brwi
the serpent’s head, and the lamb slain from
beginning of the world, being yesterday aind
day the same, and forever. m

m Gal. iv, 4, 5. Gen. ili, 15, Re'- :i’ 8.
xiii, 8. '

. *  VIL ! equ
Christ in the work of mediation acteth a
ding to both natures, by each nature doing that
which is proper in itself'; # yet by reason of the
-_unity of the person, that which is proper to
=" nature, is sometimes jn scripture attributed to
the person denominated by the other pature, o
.~ n Heb. ix. 14, 15. I Pet. iii, 18. o Acts,xq
—28. John, iii, 13. 1 John, iii, 16. \

s VIII _
To all those for whom Christ hath pnrchna

q

redemption, he doth certainly and effectually a
ply and communicate the same, /2 making inte
cession for them, ¢ and revealing unto them, in
amd by the word, the mysteries of salvation, r
effectually persuading them by his Spirit to bev
lieve und obey, and governing their hearts by
his word and Spirit, s overcoming el their ene-
wics by his almighty power and wisdom, in

" guch manner and ways as are most consonast
to his wonderful and unsearchable dispensa
tjon. ¢ ’ '
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} Johp, vi, 37, 39, and x, 15,16. ¢ T John,
iy 1. Rom. viii, 34. r John, xv, 13, 15. Eph. i,
', 8, 9. John, xvii, 6. & John, xiv, 16. Heb. xii,
12. I1 Cor. iv, 13. Rom. viii, 9, 14, and xv. 18,
19. John, xvii, {7. ¢ Psal.cx,l.ICor. xv, 25,
2. Psal. iv. 3, 3. Col. ii, 15.

> e 3t CEE— e

CHAP. IX.
. Of Free I¥ill.

“~ 0D hath endued the will of man with that
naturajaliberty and power of acting upon
choice, that il'is neither forced, ner by any ab-
solute necessity of nature determjned to do
good or evil. a

a Mat. xvii. 12. Jam. i. 14. Deut. xx%. 19,

Il

Man in his state of .innocency had freedom

aod power to will and to do that which was

good and well pleasing to God ; & but yet mutas
bly, so that he might fall from it. ¢

. b Gen. io 26. Eccl'. Vi.i- 29. Geno iiit 6. ¢ Genu

i, 16, 17,

IIL.
Man by his fall into a state of sin, hath who!
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1y lost all ability of wi|l to any spirifual
‘nccompanying salvation, d so as a natural
being altogether averse from that good, ¢
dead in sin. fis not able by his own s
to convert himself, or to prepare himself t
unto. g

d Rom. v; 6. Johnxv. 5. eRom. iii
12. fEph.ii. 1 5. Col ii. 13. g John vi.
65- Lph- i 2’ 3’ 4, 5. I (aorh “- 14, 'r’to ul.
4, 5.

!V. ""
When God converts a sinner, and trans!
him into the state of grace,, he freeth
from his natural bondage under $in & and
his g1ace alone enables him freely to will
to do that which is spiritually good ; i yet sﬂ
that by reason of his remamm;’orruptlohn
doth not perfectly nor only will that whlch
good . but doth also will that which is evil. ¥
’ % Col. i, 18, Phijl. i n, 13. ¢ Rom. vi, 1§
k(;al. vy 17. Rom. vii, 15, 18, 19,21, 23.

V.

The will of man is made perfectly and jm
mnt«bly free to’ good alone in the state of gl¢
boly. /

"Sf I John iil, 2. {ude 24. Eph: iv, 13 Heb. it

~
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CHAP. X.
Of Effectual Calling,

LL those whom God hath predestinate:
unto life, and those only he is pleased jn
his appointed and accepted time effectually to
call @ by his word and spirity 6 out of thut state -
of sin and death in which they are by nature. 10
grace and salvation by Jesus Christ, ¢ enlight-
ening their minds spiritually and suvingly toun. |
derstand the things of God, d taking' away
their heart of stone, and giving unto them
an heart of flesh. ¢ Renewing their wiils and
by his almighty power determining them to that
which is good, f and effectually drawing them .
to Jesus Christ : g yetso as they come. most
fre<ly, being made willing by his grace. 2
a Rom. viii, 30, and xi, 7. Eph. i, 10, 11. 0
IT Chess. ii, 13, 14. II Cor. iii, 3, 6. ¢ Rom.
viii, 7. Eph. ii, 1, 3, 3. 4, 5. II Tim. 1, 9, 10,
d Acts xxvi, 18. Col. ii, 10, 11. Eph. i, 17, 18.
¢ Ezek. xxxvi, 26. f Ezck. xi. 19, Phil. ii, 13.
Deut. xxx, 6. Ezek. xxxvi, 27. g Eph. i, 19.
John vi, 44, 45. 4 Cant. i,4. Psal. cx, S.John
vi, 37. Rom. vi, 16, 17, 18.

II.

This effectual call is of G d's free and spe-
cial grace alone, not from any thing at all fore-
seen in man, Z who is xlt'xsc.thu passive thereis,

n



43 A CONFESSION OF FAITHs
wntil being quickened and renewed by the
" Spirity & heus thereby enabled to answer thi
¢all, and to embrace the grace offered and
veyed in it. 4 ‘
t 11 Tim.‘i, 9, Tit. iii, 4,‘5- Epht ii, 4, ’, 8
9. Rom.ix,11. kI Cor.iiy 14. Rom. viij. 7,
Eph. ii, 5.4 John vi, 37. Lzck, xxxvi, 37, Rom
Viiiy 9. John v. 25. ‘

¢ 1L
Elect infants dying in infancy, are regenera:
ted and saved by Christ, m who worketh when
and where, and how he pleaseth ; 750 also are
all other elect persons who.ure incapable of
being outwardly called by the ministry of the
word. o : '
. m Luke xviii, 18, 16, and Acts li, 38, 39, and
Jobn iiiy 5, and 1 Julin v. 22, compared Rém,
viiiy 9. n Jobn iiiy8. oIJohn v 12, Acts iy
1, ' ;
. !V. .
Others Bot elected, although they may be
talled by the ministry of the word, £ and may
have some, common operations of the Spirit, [4
yetnot being effectually drawn by the Fatjrer
they neither do nor can come unto Christ, and
" therefore cannot be saved ; # much - less eah
men not professing the Christian Religion, be
saved'in any other way whatsoever be they ne-
ver so diligent to frame their lives according to
the light of nuture, and the law of that religion
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hey do profess : s and to assert and maintain
hat they may, is very pernicious, and to be dej
ested. ¢

£ Mat. xxii, 14, ¢ Mat. vii, 23, and xiii, 20,
‘1. Heb. vi, 4,5. r John vi, 64, 65, 66, and
i, 24. & Actsiv, 13. John xivy; 6. Eph. ii,
2. John iv, 32, and xvii, 3. ¢ 11 Johnix, 10,
l' l CO!'. xvi, 22. Galo i, 6, 7, 8,

ercnentilld ¥ ey

CHAP. XL
Qf Justification.

rHOSE whom God effectually calleth, he
also freely justificth, @ not by infusing
ighteousness  into them, but by pardening
heir sins and by accounting and accepting their
krsons as righteous not for any thing wrought
1 them, or done by them, but for Christ’s sake
lone ; nor by imputing Faith itsel, the act of
tlieving, or any aother evangelical obedience to
hewn, as 'their righteousness, but by imputin
-brist’s active abedience to the whole law, ang
assive obedience in his sufferings and deuth, .
o their whole and sole righteousness, b they
tceiving and resting on him and his righte-
usness by faith ; which faith they have not of
1emaelves, it is the gift of God. ¢

*
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a Rom. viii, 30, and ili, 24. & Rom. iy,
5, 6.7, 8. 1I Cor. v, 19, 21. Rom. iii, 22,.
25, 27,28. Tit.iii, 5.7. Eph. i, 7. Jer.

6. I Cor. iiy 30, 31. Rom. v, 17, 18, 19,
A'.'-tl x»“. Galn iiq 16. Philo ili, 9. Am xi
38, 39. Eph. ii, 7, 8.

|
| § OO
~ Faith thus receiving and resting on C
and his righteousness, is the alone instrum
justification ; d yet it is not alone in the
Justified, but is ever accompanied with all
saving graces, agd is no dead Faith, but
keth by love. e
d John, i, 12. Rom. iii, 20, and v, 1. ¢ J
ii,17, 22, 26.. Gal. v, 6.

. 1. |
Christ by his obedience and death did
discharge the debt of all those that are j
ed, and did by the sacrifice of himself in t
blood of bis Cross, undergoing in their st
the penalty due unto them, make a proper, re
and full satisfaction to God’s justice in their
half : £ Yet inasmuch as he was given by
father for them, £ and his obedience and saty
faction accepted in their stead, 4 and both, fres
ly, not for any thing in them. their justificatiol
is only of free grace, # that both the exact jus
tice and rich grace of God might be glori
in the justification of sinners. & .
fRom. v, 8, 9, 10, 19, L Tim. iiy 5, 6. Heb
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.10, 14. Dan. ix. 24. 26. Isa. liii, 4 5, 6, 10,
1.12. g Rom. viii, 32. 411 Cor-v,21. M:t.
i,17. Eph. v, 2. ¢ Rom. iii, 2¢. Eph.i, 7. &
tom. iii, 26. Eph. i, 7.

| A
God did from all eternity agree to jusllfy ali
he elect; £ and Christ did in the fulness of time
lic for their sins, «nd rise again for their justi-
jcation : 7 nevertheless they are not ]usuﬁed
)ersonally until the holy Spirit doth in due time
ictually apply Christ unto them. n

! Gal. iii, 8. I Pet. i, 2, 19, 20. -Rom. vm,
30. m Gal i lv. 4. I'Tinii, 6, Rom. iv. 25,
!1 Col- i’ 21’ 22. Galo ii, lﬁ,. Tito ili, 4, 5’ Q?

V.

God doth continue to forgive the sins of thosg
that are justificd ; 0 and although they ean ne-
ver fi]l from that state ‘of justification, £ yet
they may by their sins fall under God’s fatherly
displeasure ¢ and in that condition they have
not usually the hght of his countenance resto-
red untn thLl’ll, untilthey humble themselves,
confess th-ir sins, beg pardon, and renew thelr
faith =nd rep 1 1aTCe. @

0 Mat vi, 12. 1 John i, 7, 0,atd 31, 1, 2. ?
Luke xii. 32. Joln x. 28. Heb. x, 14. ¢ Psa
kxxix, ?1. 82. 83, ard i, 7. 8. 9, 10, 1. 12,
and xxxii, 5. Mat, xxvi, 75, I Cor. xi, aq, ak
2 Lukei, 26
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VI,
The justification of believers under the j
Testament 'was in all these respects one and t
same with the justification of the believers u
der the New Testament. » 1

r Gal. iii, 8. 9, 13, 14. Rom, iv, 22, 23, 2
Heb xiii. 8.

CHAP. XIL
Of Adoption.

LL those that are justified, God vouch

feth in, and for his only son Jesus Chri
" to make partakers of the grace of adoption,
by which they are taken into the humber,
enjoy the liberties and privileges of the child
ol God, & have his name put upon them, ¢
ceive the spirit of adoption, d have access to tla
throne of grace with boldness, ¢ are enabled ¢
cry Abba Father, f are pitied, g protected,
provided for, i and chastened by him as by 4
father, & yetpever cast off, /but sealed to the
day of redemption, = and inherit the promiscs
n as heirs of everlamnz salvation. o

a Eph. i, 5, b Galiv, 4,5. Rom. viii, 11

John 1, 12. cJer. xw, 9. II Cor.- v1. 14. Rev.
iii, 12. d Rom viii, 15. e Eph,iii, 19. Rom.
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’ 2. f G.lo iv, 6. g Pwu ciii, xiii. A PI‘OV.
xiv, 26. & Mat. vi, 30, 82. 1 Pet. v, 7. &
leb- xii, 6. 1 hmu iii, 3. m Eph. i',—’ao. 3
[eb. Vi,’ 12' [ ] IPet- i’ 3, 4' Heb. i, 141

ety B COE—

CHAP. XIIL
Of Sanctification.

HEY that are effectually called and regen-
erated, being united to Christ, having
new heartand a new spirit created in theg,
hrough the virtue of Christ’s death and resur-
cction, @ are also further sanctified really and
rersonally through the same virtue by his word
od spirit dwelling in them, 6 the dominion of
he whole body of sin is destroyed, ¢ and the se-
eral lusts thereof are more and more weakened
nd mortified,d and they more and more quicken-
dand strengthened in oll saving graces, ¢ tothe
ractice of sll true holiness, without which no
nan shall see the Lord /
a1 Cor. vi, 11. Acts xx, 32. Phil. iii, 10.
lom. vi, 5,6. b John xvii, 17. Eph. v. 26.
I Thess. ii, 13. ¢ Rom.vi, 6, 14. dGal. v,
4. Rom, viii, 13. ¢ Cpl. i, 11. Eph.iii, 16,
1, ‘8’ 19. f 1I Cer. "ii, 1. Heb. x'«ii’ 14.
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I .

This sanctification is throughout in the
man, ¢ yet imperfect in this iife, there
stll some rewtiams of corruption it every
4 whence arises a continual and irreconci
war, the flesh lusting against the spirit, and
spirit against the flesh 7 -

£ I Thess. v, 23. 21 John i, 10. Rom.
18, 23. Phil. iii, 12. ¢ Gal.v,17. I Pet.
l l.

‘ : I

In which war although the remaining
ruption for a time rmay much prevail, &
through the continual supply of strength fi
the sanctifying spirit of Christ, the reg
ate purt doth overcome /and so the saints g
in giace, m perfecting holiness in the fear
God. n

k Rom. vu, 23. !Rom. vi, 14. T John
14. Eph iv, 15, 16. m 11 Pet. iii, 18,
Cor/ii. 18. 11 Cor. vii, 1.

CHAP. XIV.
Of saving Faith.

enabled to belicve to the saving of th

HE grace of Faith whereby the elect l.%
souyls, @ is the work of the spirit of Christif
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beir hearts, 8 and is ordinarily’ wrought by the
injstry of the word ; ¢ by which also, and by
Ee administration of thc seals, prayer, and o=
er means, it is increased and strengthen-
. d
aHeb. X, 39. b II C" lv, 13. Ephn 1, ]1,
18, 19, and ii,8." ¢ Rom, x, 14, 17. Acts

ix, 32. Rom. iv, 11 Luke x‘vn, 5. Rom. iy,

lb, 17. d1Pet: n,?.
' 1) A

By this Faith, a christian believeth to be true:

vhatsoever is revealed in the word, for the au-
thority of God himself speaketh therein, e and
swcteth differently upon thet which cach partic-
ular passage thereof containeth, yiclding obe-
dience to the commands, / trembling at the.

threatenings, & and embracing the promises of
God for this life, and that which is to come. 4

But-the principal acts of saving faith are, ac-
cepting, receiving, and resting upon Christ a-
lone, for Jusnﬁcauon, sanctification, end eternal
life, bv virtue of the covenant of grace. ¢

elohn iv, 42. 1 Thess. ii, 13. I John v, 10.-
Acts xuiv, 14. fRom. xvi, 26. g Isa. Ixvi. 2.
4 Heb. xi, 13. ITu'n. iv, 8. i John i, 12. Acts
xvi, 81 bil u, 20. Acts xv, 11.

111,

This faith_although # be differcnt in de-
grees, and mav be weak or strong, & yet it isin
the Jeust degrree of it different in the kind or

E
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nature of it, as all other saving grace, from th
faith and sommon grace of temporary beli
ers ; { and therefore though it may be m:
' times assailed and weakem.d, yet it gets
_victory, m growing up in many to the attaj
ment ‘of afull assuramce through Christn w
is both_ the author and finisher of our faithao °

kHeb v, 13, 14 Rom. w, 19, 20. Mat. |,
80, and vm, 1o. 7Job vm, 13. I John' i, 9
m Luke xxii, 31 32. Eph. vi, 16. I John v,
5. nHeb. vi, 11,12, and x, 22." Col. ii, 2. 9
Heb xii, 2.

— B C—

CHAP. XV.
Of Refrentance unto Lgfc and Salvation.

UCH of the elect as are converted at ripe

years, having sometime lived in the’ stat

of nature, and therein served divers ‘lusts’an

pleasures, @ Gad in their eﬂ'crtual calling giveth
them repentance unto life. b

a Eph. ii, 1,2, 8. Tit. iii, 8, 4, 5.1 Pet ir,

3. b Rom viii, 80. II Tim. i, 9. Acts xi, 18-

II.
Whereas there is none that doth good arﬂ
shancth noty ¢ and the best of men may through

PN
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the ?ower and deccitfulness of their corruptions
dwelling in them,d with the prevalency of
lemptation, ¢ fall into great sins and provocati-
ons ; /' God hath in the covenant of grace mer-
cifully provided that believers so sinmng and
faliing, be rencwed through repentance unto
salvaiion. ¢ - ,

¢ I Kings viii, 46. Eccl. vii, 20. Jam. iii, 2.
& Psal. Ixv, 3. and xI, 12. Rom. vii, 21, 23.
Jer. xvii, 9. Heb. iii, 13. ¢ Mat. vi, 18. Luke
xxii, 31. fII Sam.xi, 27. Luke xxii, §7, 58y
80. g Luke xxii, 82, 61, 62. I john i, 9.

I1I.

This saving repentance is an evangelical
grace, # whereby a person being by the holy
Ghost made sensible of the manifold cvils of
his sin,  doth by faith in Christ humble him-.
self for it, with godly sorrow, detestation of it
and self abhorrency, & praying for pardon and
strength of grace, / with a purpose and endea-
vour by supplies of the Spirit, to walk before
God unto all well pleasitig in all things.m -

# Zech. xii, 10. Acts xi, 18. i John xvi, 7,
8, 9. Ezek. xviii. 30, 81, and xxxvi, 31. Psal.
L, 4, I John iii, 4. k Zech, xii, 10. Jer. xxxi,’
18, 19. Joel ii, 12, 18. Isa. xxx, 22. Amos Vv,
15. Psal. exix, 128. Ezek. vi, 9. II Cor. vii,
11. I Psal. i, per tot. m Psal. cxix, 6, 9, 100»
{1 Kings xxiil, 25. Col i, 10.

t
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g IV, :

As repentance is to be continued throughthj
whole course of our lives, n'upon the accoun
of the body of death, and the motions thereof;
0 s0 it isevery man’s duty to repent of his' par
sicular known sins particularly. 2
- nMat. vi, 11, 12. Psal. 1i, 17. oRom. vij,

14, 15,17, 18, 19,20, 21, 28, 2%. Gal, v, i1,

Psal. xix, 13, and xviii, 23, and 1i, 4. Lake
xix, 8. I Tim. 4, 13,15, ~ = »
AP Co B

Such is the provision which God hath ‘made
through Christ in the covenant of grace, for
the preseryation of believers unto’ salvatiop, ¢
that although there is no sin so small, but it de.
serves damnation ; r yet there is no sin so great
that it shall bring damnation on them who tru-
ly repent ; & which makes the constant preach.
ing of repentance hecessary. ¢

g1 Pet.i, 5. yRom. vi, 23, and v, 12. Mat.
xii, 86. s Tsa. lv. , 7, Rom. viii, 1, Isa 3. 16)
8. ¢ Marlg i, 15: Adts xx, 2K
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CHAP- XVI. .
Of Good Workes.

OOD works are only such as God hath

commanded in his holy word,eand not

such as without the warrant thereof are devised

by men out of blind zeal, or upon any pretence

of good intentions. &

a Mic. Vi, 8. Romt xﬁ,Q- Heb- xii-i, 21. b

Mat. xv, 9. Isa.xxix, 13. Rom. x, 2. Job xvi,
2. ISam. xv, 21, 22, 23. I Pet.}, 8.

- 1I.

These good works done in obediemce to God's
commandments, are the fruits and evidences
of a true and lively faith, ¢ and by them believ-
ers manifest their thankfulness,d strengthen
their assurance, ¢ edify their brethren /' adorn
the profession of the gospel, gstop the mouths
of the adversaries, 4 and glorify God, i whose
workmanship they are created in Christ Jesus
thereunto, & that having their fruit unto holi-
ness they may have the end eternal life. !

¢ James ii, 18, 22. d Psal. cxvi, 12,13, 1
Pet. ii, 9. ¢ I John ii, 3, 5. II Pet.i, 5, 6, 7,
i, 0,10, fILCor. ix, 2. Mat. v, 16. g Tit.
8,50, 11,12, I Tim. vi, 1. %I Pet.ii, 15.

E2
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4 1 Det. ii,12. Phil.i. 11. John xv,8. kEph:
ii; 10. 7 Rom.vi, 22.

II‘.

~ Their ability to do good works is not all of
themselves but wholly from the spirit of Christ2
m And that they may he enabled thereunto, be-
sides the graces they have already received,
there is required an actual influence of the same
holy Spirit to work in them to will and to doof
his good pleasure ; z yet are they not hereupon
to grow negligent, as if they were not botndto
perfornany duty, unless upon a special tno-
tion of the Spirit, but they gught to be dili
in stirring up the grace bf God that is irw‘
themo - : o7 _

m John xv, 4, 6. Ezek. xxxvi, 26, 27, n Phil.
ii, 13, and iv, 13. II Cor. iii, 5. o Phil.ii, 12

eb, vi, 11, 12. II Pet. i, 3, 5, 10, 1t. Isa
Ixiv, 7. 11 Tim. i, 6. Acts xxvi, 6,7. Jude 2,

V.

They who in their obedience attain to the
greatest height which is possible in this life,
,are so far from being able to supererogate, and
to do more than (God requires, as that they f:
short of much, which in duty they are.bo!
to do. ‘

7 Luke xvii, 10. Neh. xiii, 22, Job ix, 2, §
Gal. v 17. |

|

S -
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V.

“We cannot by our best works merit ‘pardon
f sin; or eternal life at the hand of Geod, by
reason of the great disproportion that is bes
tween them, and the glory to'come ; and the in!
Gnite distance that is between us and God, whom
by thei we c:n neither profit nor satisfy for
the debt of our former sins; § but when we
have done all we can, we have done but our du-
ty. and are unprofitable servants :r And be-
cause as they are good, they proceed from his
spirit, & and as they are wrought by us, they
arve defiled and mixed with so much weakness
and |mperfecuon, that they cannot eudure the
severity of God's judgments. ¢

¢ Rom. iiiy 20, and iv, 24 6. Eph. i n, 8, 9.
‘Tit. iii, 5, 6, 7. Rom. vii', 18. Psal. xvi, 2. Job
xxii, 28, and xxxv, 7, 8. r Luke xvii, 10. &
Gal v, 23, 23. ¢ Isa. Ixiv, 6. &Gal. v, 17. Rom.
vii, 15, 18. Psal. cxliii, 2, and cxxx, 3.

) VI.

Yet notwithstanding the persons of believers'
being  accepted through Chiist, their good
works also are accepted in him, % not as though
they were in this life wholly unblameable and
unreproveable in God’s sight, @ but that he
looking upon them in his son, is pleasedtoaccept
and reward that which is sincere, ahhough ac-
comp.anied with many weaknesses and imper-
fections. x

uEph. i, 6. I Pet. ii, 5. Exod. xxviii, 38. Gen.
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iv. 4. Heb xi) 4. w Job ix, 20. Psal. calii, %%
Phii. iii, 12. = Heb. xiii, 20,21. 11 Cor. viiky
12. Heb. Vi, 10, M‘tt XXV, 21, 28-

. VIL :

‘Works donpe by unregenerate men although.
for the matter of them they may be things
which God commands, and of good use
ta themselves and to others : y yet because th
proceed not from an heart purified by faith, w%,
nor are done in a right manner, according t§
_ the word, a nor to a right end, the glory of Gods,

& they are therefore sinful, and. cannot pleasg’
God, nor make a man meet to receive grace
from God ; c yet their neglect of them is more
sinful and displeasing to God. d

v 1I Kings x, 30, 31. I Kings xxi, 27, 29.
Philo " ls, 16’ 18. ZGeno iv' 5. Heb. xi. 4%, 6.
al Cor. ‘iii‘ 3. Isa. i, 12. & Mat' vi’ 2 5, l@‘
c Hag' ii’ l‘c Tit, i’ IS. Amos ', 2‘, 22& Hos".
i, iv. Rom. ix, 18. Tit. iii, 5. d Psal. giv, 4,
and xxxvi, 3. Job xxi, 14,15, Mat, xxv, 41,
43, 43, ¢5. Mat. xxiii, 23.
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" CHAP. XVIL
Qf the Perawcrqn;'c of the Sainta.

SHEY whom God hath accepted in his be-
loved, :ffectually called ind sanctificd by
iis Spirit, can ‘neithier totally nor finally fait’
way from a state of grace, but shall certainly
»ersevere therein to the end, and be eternally
saved. a .
e Phil. i i 6. ITPet. i, 10, John, x, 28, 29.

IJOhl'l, m) 9 . i P:to 1y 5, 9.

qu

‘This perseVe'ance of «he saints depends not
upon their own free will. but upon the immuta.
bility of the decree of clection, from the free
atid unchangeable love of God the Father 4 up-
on the efficacy of the merit and intercession of
Jesus Christ, ¢ and union with him, d the oath
of Ged, ¢ the abiding of his Spirit, and the seed
of God within them, / and the nature of the
covenant of grace, g from all which ariseth al-
50 the certainty and inf.llibility thereof. /4

6 1I Tim. ii, 18, 19 Jer. xxxi. 33. ¢ Heb. x;
10, 14, and xiii, 20. 21. ond ix, 12, 13, 14, 15
Rom. viii. 33, to'end. Joho, xvii. 11, 24. Luke,
xxii, $3. Heb. vii, 35. d John, xviiy 31. ¢ Hex

'
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brews, vi, 17, 18. Psal. Ixxxix, 35, 56. / John|
Xiv, 16, 17. TJohn, ii; 27, and iii, 9. g Jer,
Xxxiiy, 40. & John, x, 28, 1I Thes. iii, 3. I Joaa,
H, 19 N \

. nt. d i
And though they may through the tempts-
tion of Satan, and of the world, the prevaw
of corruption remaining in them, and the n¢g-
lect of the means of their preservation, fall -
to gritvous sins, i and for a time continueAhere:
in, k whereby they incur God's displeasute,}
and grieve his holy Spirit, m come to have thef
graces and comforts impaired, n have their
hearts hardened, o and their consciences wous-
ded, 2 hurt and scandalize others, ¢ and bring
temporal judgments ypon themselves, » ye(’
they are and shall be kept by the power of God|
through faith, unto salvation. &

i Mat. xxvi, 70, 72, 74. R Psal. li, title, asd
wverse 14. [lsa.lxiv, 5, 7,9. 1l Sam. xi, 27.
m Eph. iv 0. = Psal. i, 8, 10, 12. Rew. ii, 4
Cant. v, 2, 3. 4, 6. o Jsa, Ixiii. 17. Mark. v
53, and xvi, 14,  # Psal. xxxii, 3, 4, and 1i, &
g Il Sam. xii. 14, r Psal. Ixxxix, 31, $2. 1Cot
xi, 30, 31, 32. eIPet. i, 5. I Thes. 5, 25.
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CHAP. XVIIL,
Of the Aseurance of Grace and Saivation,

ALTHOUC.H temporary believers, and
other unregenerate men may vainly de-
ceive themselves with false hopes and carnal
presumptions of being in the favour of God, and
state Gf salvation, @ which hope of theirs shall
perish ; & yet such as truly believe in the Lord
Jesus, and love him in sincerity, endeavouring
towalk in all good conscience belore him may
in this life be certainly assured that they are in
the state of grace, ¢ and may rejoice in the
hope of the glory of God, which hope shall ne-
ver make them ashamed. ¢ ' :

a Job, viji, 18, 14. Mic. iii, 11. Deut. xxix,
19, John, viti, 41. 6 MatJvii, 22,22. ¢ 1 John,
i3, and iii. 14, 18, 19, 21,24, and v, 15, ¢
Rom. vy 2, '5. ’

T 11.

This certsinty is not a bare conjectural and
probable persuasion, grounded vpen a fallible
hope ; ¢ but en infallible assurance of faith,
founded on the blood andrighteousness of Christ
revealed in the gospel, /und wlso upon the in--
ward evidences of those groces, unto which
promises are made, g and on the immediste.,
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witness of the Spirit, testifying our adoption,
and as the frult théreof, leaving the heart
humble and holy. ¢ :

e Heb. vi, 1.519. fHeb, x, 19, 20. Rom
iii. 22. g II Pewd, 4, 5 10, 11. 1 John, ii, 3
and iii, 14, 11 Cor.i, 12. 4 Rom. viii, 15, 16
# Podl. Ii, 19) 17: H Coravid, 1.~ -
' S | | .
This infalible agsurance dothnot so belong
to the essence of fuith, but that” a true_believer
May wait long nd conflict with many dificuk
ties before he be parteker of it ; & yet beiog
enabled by the Spirit to know the things which
are freely given him of God, he may without
extraordinary revelation, in the right use of or-
dinary means, attain thereunto.{ And there-
fore it is the duty of every one, to give all dili-
gence to make their culling and election sure,n
that thereby his heart may be enlarged in
peace and joy in the Holy Ghost, in love and
thankfulness to.God, and in strength and
cheerfulness in the duties of obedience, the
proper fruits of this assurance ; 7 so far is it
from inclining men to looseness. o .

k I John, v, 13. Isa. 1. 10. Mat. ix, 24. Peal,
Ixxxviii, per tot, and Ixxvii, 1, to 12, ll(?
ity 1,.2. I John, iv, 13. Heb. vi, 11, 12, Eph.
iii, 17,18, 19. m 11 Pet. ii, 10. 2 Rom. v, |,
2, 5, and 'xiv, 7, and xv, S. Eph. i, 3, 4, Psa
iv, 6,7, and cxix, 32. o I John, iit. 2, 3, Psak
¥ 3, 4 1 John, i, 1, 2. Rom. vi, 13. Tit. §j, [¥
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» 14. 11 Cor. viiy 1. Rom. viii, 1, l2. 1 John,
6, 7.

1v.

True believets may hive the assurnce of
eir sulvation divers ways shuken, diminiched,
id intermitted ; as by neglicence in preserv-
g of it, by falling into some speciul sin, which
oundeth the conscience, - nd grieveth the Spir-
‘by some sudden or vehement temptation, by
od’s withdrawing the lig ht of his countenance,
ifering cben such us fear him to walk in dark-
LSS, ard to h.ve o light ; £ yet are they
tither utterty destitute of th t seed of God,
nd Wfe of fuith, that love of Christ ¢nd the
rethren, that sincerity of the heart and con-
rience of dutyyout of which. by the operation
fthe Spirit. this assurance may in due time
¢ revived, ¢ and by the which, in the mean
me. they are support d Fom utter despair. r

p Cant. v. 2, 3, 6. Psa. li. 8, 12, 14. Eph.
v. 30, 31. Psa. Ixxvii. 1 to 10. Mat. xxvi. 69,
0, 71, 72. Psa. xxxi, 22, and Ixxxviii. per tot.
sa. 15, 10, ¢l .Iohn, 3, 0. Luke, xxii. 32.
ch, 13, ]54\%5:!1. Ixxiil, 15, and li. 8, 12. Isa.
.19, r Mic. vil. 8, 0. Jer. xxxii, 40. Isa. liv.
»8, 9, 10. Psa. xxil, 1, and Ixxxviii, per tot.
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CHAP. XIX.
Of the Law of God.

QD gave to Adam a law of universal
dience written in his heart,and a
ular precept of not eating the fruit of the
knowledge of good ana evil, as a covement
works, by which he boundehim and all his
terity to personal, entire, exact and pe
obedience, promised life upon the fulfilling,
threatened death upon the breach of it, and
dued him with power and ability to keep it.a
a Gen. i, 26, 27, and ii. 17. Rom. ii, 14,1
and x. 5, and v. 12, 19, Gal, iii. {0, 12.
vii. 29, Job, xxviii. 28, .

-

IL, 1

This Law so written in the heart, conti
to be a perfect rule of righteousness after
fall .of man, and was delivered by God
Mount Sinai in ten commandments, .and -tit-{
tenin twa tables, 4 the four first commandm
containing our duty towards God, and the eth-
er six our duty to man, ¢

bJames, i, 25,and iis 8, 10, 11, 12. Rom.
xiii, 8, 9, Deut. v. 8, and x. 4. Exod. xxxiv.
1.« Mat. xxii, 37, 38, 39, 40.

*



A CONFESSION OF FAITH, 6

. llla

Besides this law, commonly called moral,
od was plezsed to give the people of Israel, as
Church under age, ceremonial laws, contain-
g several typical ordinances, partly of wor-
uping, prefiguring Christ, his graces, actions,
ifferings aud benefits,d and partly helding
rth divers instructions of moral duties. e All
hich ceremonial laws being appointed only tq
ie time of reformation, are’ by Jesus Christ,
ie true Messiah and only Law-giver, who was
irnished with power from the Father for that
ad. -ahrogated, and taken awav. f

d Heb. ix, and x. 1. Gal. iv. 1,2 8. Co‘. ii'
7. eICor.v.7. Il Cor.. vi. 17. Jude, 23,
Heb. ixo ln, il1. glm- i'- 12. Hebv Vii. 12.
:0‘. ii’ 14, !‘, 11. Da.n. ixn 27. Epho ii, l‘r
6.

IV.

To them also he gave sundry judicial laws,
vhich expired together with the staté of that
wople, not obliging any now by virtue of that
nstitution, their general equity only being still
f moral nse.g

g Fxod. xxi. and xxii. 1 to 29. Gen. xlix.
105 with I Pet. ii, 13, 14, Mat. v. 17, with 38,
39. I Cor. ix. 8, 9, 16.

V.
The moral law doth forever bind all, as well
justified persons as others, to the obediencs
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thereof ; 4 and that not only in regard of
mutter contained in it, but also in respect of
authority of God the Cre itor, who gave it &
Ntither duth Christ in the gospel any way o
solve, but mush strengthen. this obligatian,

& Rom. xiii, 8, 9, 10. Eph. vi. 6, 1, 9.
Jdobn,ii, 8,4, 7,8. iJames,ii. 10, 11. &
v, 17, 18, 19. Jawmes, ii. 8.

I3 .

f VI- . ce? .

Although true beicvers be ngg under ty
law as a covenant of works, to be thercby, juy
tified or condemned 5/ yet it is of (reat use
them, as well as 0.others ; in that, as a ruk
life informing them of the will of God and th
du'y, snd directs and binds them.to walk ac
cocdingly ; m discovering also the sinful polle
tions of their nature, hearts and lives ; 7 so 48,
examining themselves thereby. they may come
to further conviction of, humiliation for, and ha-|
tred ugainst sin o together with a clearer sight ol'?
the need they have of Christ, and the perfection|
of his obedience. i It is likewise of use to the,
regener.te, to restrain their corruptions, in that|
it forbids sin. ¢ and the threatenings of it serve|
tn shew what even their sins deserve, and what
afflictions in this life they may expect from

. them, slthough freed from the curse thereof,|

threatencd in the law.»  The promises of it|
in like minner, shew them God’s approbation
of abedienre, and whot blessings they may ex-
pect upon the performance thereofy s although |
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bot as due to them by the law, as a covenant of
works, ¢ $0 as a man’s doing good, and refrain.
ing frem evil, because the law encourageth to
the one, and deterreth from the others, is no
evidence of his being under the law, and net
ander orace.

I Rom. vi. 14. Gal. ii. 16, and iil. 18, and
iv. 4, 5. Acts, xiii. 30. Rom. viii. 1.  Rom,
vil. 12, 22, 25. Psal. cxix. 4, 5, 6. T Cor. vii.
19. Gal. v. 14, 16, 18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 923.
Rom. vii 7.and.iii.20. o James,i. 23,24, 25.
R-.m. vii. 9, 14, 24. p Gal. iii. 24. Rom. vii.
24, 25, and viii. 8, 4, iames 2, 11. Psal,
exix, 101 104, 128. ¢ Kzra, ix, 13, 14. Psa.
Ixxxix. 30, to 35. sLev.xxvi. 8 to 14, with
II Cor. 6, 16. Eph. vi. 2. 8. Psa. xxxvii.. 11,
Mat. v. 5. Psa. xix. 11. # Gal. ii. 16. Luke
x'iio 10. zRom. vi. 12, 14. I Pet. iii. 8, 9,
10, 11, 12, with }sa. xxxiv. 12, to 16. Heb.
xii, 28, 29.

VII. :

Neither are the forementioned uses of the
law, contrary to the grace of the gospel, but do
sweetly comply with it, @ the Spirit of Christ
subduing and enabling the will of man to do
that freely and cheerfully, which the will of
God revealed inthe Low required tob. den: z

w Gal. iii. 21. » Fzek. xxxvi. 20, 27. Heh,.
vili, 10, Jer. xxxi. 33. ,

¢ : F 2
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CHAP. XX.

Of the Gospel, and of the extent of the G
: thereof. .

HE covenant of works being broken

sin, and m.de unprofi: .ble unto hife,

G- d was pleased to give unto the cecr the

mise of Christ, the sced of 1he woman, 0 as

mens of calling themw, and begetting in  the

faith and 1epentance. ¢ 1o tlus promise,

gospel, as to the substance of ity was reveak

and was therein effcctual for the conversion
.sa}vition af sianevs. d

a Rom. viii. 3. Gal. iii. 12. 5 Gen. iii,

Ga'.iv. 4, 5. Rev. xiii. 8. ¢ICor. i. 28,

26. James, i. 18. Rom. x. 8. Acts, xi. 15,1

‘ l Cor, il 2.

IL

The promise of Chiyst, and 8 Ivation hy i
is revealed only in and by the word of God
netther do the works of creation or Provide
with the light of nature, make discovery
Christ, or of grace by him, 8o much as in a ge
eral or obscure way ; / much less that men de
titute of the revelction of him by the promi
or gospel, should be ensbled thereby to attai
savine fuith or repe nt .nce. g

e Mat. xi. 27. 11 Tim. i. 10. fRam. i. 19,
20. Eph. ii, 12. Rom. xvi. 25, 26. Eph. iii.
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I Cor.i. 21. Rom. x 14,, 15. Prov. xxix, 18.

i1l

The Revelation of the gospel unto sinners,
a -de at diver. times, and by sundey prts, with
he ddition of promiscs and ptecepts for the
bedience required herein, as to the nations
nd persens to whom it 1s granted, 1s mercly
frhe sovercign will and good pleasure of Gad. £
1ot being annexel by virtue of any promise to
he due improvement of men's natural (bilitics,
)y virtue of common light recvived without 1t,
vhich none cver did make, orcansodo. 2 And
herefore in all ages, the preaching of the gosa
3¢l hath been granted unto persons and nations,
13 to the extent or straitening of it, in great
E-:ricty. according to the counsel of the will of

SLUN .
% Heb. i. 1,2. Deat. vii. 7, 4. Psa. exlviis
19, 20. Mat. xxi: 43, and xi. 25, 26. i John,

i. 13, and iii. 6. Rom: ix. 16: Phil. ii. 13..

John, xv. 5. T Cor. ii. 14, Rom. viii. 7. % A-
mos, il 2. Mat, xxviii. 19, and xxi. 43, Eph.
i1 .

v. :
Although the gospel be -the only outward
means of revealing Christ and saving grace,
and is as such, abundantly sufficient thereunto ;

yet that men who are dead in trespasses, may’

be born again, quickene | or regenerated, therd
s morcover necessary, an effectual, irresistible,

Y
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work of the Holy Ghost upon the whole
for the procucing in them a new spirnual.
without which no other means are sufficient
their conversion unto God. 2

! Eph. ii, 1. 5. Tit. iii. 5. John, xvi. Tte
Acts, .vi. 14. Eph. i, 19, 20. I Thes. v,
John, iii. 6. Gal. 1i. 8. 1 Cor, iii. 6, 7.

*
it £t C—

CHAP. XXI.
Qf Christian Liberty, and Libersy of Conacience.

T‘ HE liberty which Christ hath purcha
) for believers under the Gospel, consi
in their freedom from the guilt of sin, the c
demning wrath of God, the rigour and curse
the law, @ and n their being delivered from thi
present enil world, bondage to Satan, and do-
minton of sin, & from the cvil of afflictions, -th
fear and sting of death, the victory of the grav
und everlasting damnatian, ¢ as also in theie
free access to God, € and their yieldid} obedi-
ence unto 'him, not out of slavish fear, buta
“child-like lqve and willing mind: e All whick'
were commoa_also to believers under the law, &
for the substance ef them, fbut under the new §
testament, the liberty of christians is further en-
. larged in their freedom from the yoke of the’

’
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remonial law, the whole legal administration
the covenantof gruce, to which the Jewish
urch was subjected, g and in greater access
the throne of ygrace, & and in fuller com:uu-
citions of the free spirit of God, than believ-
s under the Low did ordinatily partake of §

@ Tit. il, 14 I Thes. i. 10, Gul. i 13, &
al. 1. 4. Col. i 13 Acts, xxvi 18. Rom. vi,
l. ¢ Rom.viii. 88 Ps 1l exix 71. 1 Cor. xv,
t 057. Rom.vi.l. dRm v 1,2 eRm,
. 14,15 1J hnyiv, 18, FGAl fi. 13. 14,
Gal.iv. U to 7, and v, 1. Acts, xv. 10. 1l
Heb. iv. 14, 16. -nd %, 9,t022. i John, vii,
3, 3v. 11 Cor. xiii, 17, '8.

1. :

God alone is Lord of the conscience, k¥ and
wth I: fuit free (rym the - doctrines and com-
nandments of men, which ‘are in any thing
ontrary to his.werd. or not cont: ined in irsd

o th .t to belicve such doctrines, or to cbey -

such commands out of cdnsciences is to betr y
trye liberty of conscience, m and the riquiring
of an implicit faith, and an bsolute and blind
obedicnce, is to destroy liberty of conscience,
and rewson also. n .

k James, iv. 12. Rom. xiv, 4. 7 Acts,iv, 19"
and v, 29 -1 Cor vii. 23. Mat. xxiii, 8.9 10
ICor.i 24 M. xv.9. mCol.ii, 10 23,
2% Gal. i, 10, and 1. 2. 4. 5. and v, l. 2R md,
%, 11, and xiv 23. Isa. viri. 20. Acts. xXviiy 1 1s
John, iv, 225 Hasea, vy L1, Jer. viii, 9.
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.o
1L

" They wha upon pretence of Christian i
do practice any sin, or cherish any lust, as
do thereby pervert the main design of
grace of the gospel to their own destruction
80 :hey wholly destroy the end of christiun |
erty, whichis that being delivered out of
hands of our enemies. we might serve the Lo
without fear, in holiness and *vighteousness
fore: him all the days of our Lifc. 0 |
o Gal. v, 13. I Pet. ii, 16. 1I Peta iiy 19 Johni
'“l, 34. Luke, 1074, 78,

':
.

CHAP. XXIL !
Of Religious Worshif, end of the Sabbath Day,

= HE light of nature sheweth that there i

a God, who hath lordship and sovereign

ty over all, is just, good, and dotk: gord unto -1,
and is therefore to be feared, loved, praised,
callcd upon, trusted in, and served with all lhei
hcurt and all the squl, and with all the might: g|
But the ’cceptableibvay of worshipping the true|
Gn4, is instituted by himself, and so limited by |
his own revealed will, that he may not be wor-
- shipped according to the imaginations -nd de-
vices of men, or the suggestions of Satan, unde?
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iy isible representations, or any other way

it prescribed in the holy scripture. 4

& Rom, i. 20. Acts, xvii, 24. Psal cxix, 64,
e X, 7. Psal. xxxi. 23, and xviii, 3. Rom. x,
. Psal. Ixii, 8. Josh. xxiv, 14. Mark xii, 33.
Deut, xii, 32, Mat. xv,9. Acts xvii. 25. Muat.

. 9, 10. De“to iv, I5¢to 20. Exodo XX, 4, 5’

ol. ii, 23.

II.

Religious worship is to be given te God the
ather, Son, and holy Ghost, snd to him alone ;
not to Aogels, Saints, or any other creatures ;
and since the fall, not without a Mediator, nop
1 the mediation of any other but of Christ
lone. e - :

¢ Mat. iv, 10. John v, 23, and II Cor. xiii,
4. d Col. ii’ 18, RCV’ xix. 10. Rom, i, 25. ¢
>hn xiv, 6. 1 Tim., ii, 5. Eph. ii, 18. Col. iii,
7. .

B § 1 )

Prayer with thanksgiving, being one special
art-of natural worship, fisby God required
f all men ; g but that it may be accepted it is
o be made in the name of the Son, 4 by the
ielp of the Spirit, £ according to his will, £ with

mderstanding, reverence, humility, fervency,

aith, love, and perseverance : / and when with
nhers in a known tongue. m
S Ehil.iv, 6. g Psal. Ixv,ii. % John xiv, 13,

4. 1 Pet. iiy 5. ¢ Rom. viii, 26. & I John v,
e [ Psal. xh’ﬁ, 7. E{:Cl' vy ', 2. HQbO Xi%, )

’
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28, Gen, xviii, 27, Jamesv, 10. Mark
M.t vi, 12, 14, 15. Col1v, 2. Eph. vi, 18 §
1Cor xiv, 14.

I\"
Prayer is to be made for thmgs lAwfal,a
for all sorts.of men living " or that shedt ¥
hucaftel. o but pot for the dead, 72 nor for
of whom it may be knotver that they "have
ned the sin unto deuth. ¢
n 1.John vy 14. 01 'lm', i, 1, 9. Johnz
20. 11 Sam. viiy 240 Ruthiv, 12, 211 &
Xiis 21, 22, 23, with Luke xvi, 5, 26, Rev,
13, 9 i John ', 164 .

‘Y

The readlng of the scriptures, # pueaclnng,
and. hearipg the. word of Ged, 2 'singing
Psalms, u us also the udministration of Baptie
and the Lord’s Supper are all ports of religh
ous worship of God, to he petformed in obe
wnce unto God with understanding, f:ith. rev
evence and Godly fear @ golemn “humiliation
with fastings, = and thanksgiving upon specid
aceasions, y are in their sever 1 times and sev
sons to be used in an holy and rehigious mam
per.z.
. 7 Agls xv, 21, Reveis 3. & IF Tim. iy, 2
z Jim. i, 21 22. Acts X, 33, Mat. xiii. 19. Heb
ivy 2v Iswo 1ty 2, w Coloiil, 16, Ephy v 1Y
Jar gs €. 13, . w Mata xxviii, 1v. 1 Cor. xi
2310 29. Acts iiy 41, 42.. x Jocliiy 12. Est

~
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, 16, Mark ix. 29. I Cor¢vii 5. y Psulecvii
'r tot Esther ix, 32. 2 Heb, xii, 38.

VL

Neither prayes, nor any other part of religioua
wd’:, is now utMer the gospel cither tied unto,
r made more acceptable by anyplace in which
is performed, ortowsrds whith it is directed.
But God is to be worshipp®# every where, 6
a spirit end in truth. ¢ as in private familiesd
lLiily, e and in secret each ong by himself £ so
nore solemnly in the publick assemblies, which
ire not carelessly nor wilfully to be neglected or
orseken, when God by his word or provideuce
walleth thereunto. g .

a ’oh“' iv’ 21. & Mal. ig 11. I Tim, iiv 8.
John, iv. 23, 24. d Jer. x, 25. Deut. vi, 6, 7,
Job, §, 5. 11 Sam. vi,'18 20. I Pet. iii, 7. Acts,
5, 2. ¢ Mat.vi, 11, #Mat. vi, 6. Eph. vi, 18, -
g “.' l'i’ ‘q 7. Hebo X, 25. va- i, 20, 2', .2"
nd viii, 54, Acts, xifi; 43. Luke, iv, 16. Acts,

iy 43
VIL

As it is of the law of nature, that in gener-
al, a proportion of time, by God’s appointment,
be set apart for the worship of God ; so by his
word in a positive, moral and perpetual com-
mandment, binding 'all men in all ages, he hath
particularly appointed one day in seven for a
Sabbath to be kept holy unto him, 4 which from
the beginning of the Gworld to the resurrege



——— — s — - e

74 A CONFESSION OF FAITH.

tion of Christ, was the last day of the w
and froun the resurrection of Christ was ¢l
ged mto the first d.y of the week,i which
scuipture is called the Lord’s day, £ and is t
conunued to the end of the world as the
tian dubbath, ¢ the observation of the lasg
of the week being abalished. m

h Exod. xx,8 to 11. Jsa.lvi, 2,t0 7.
ii, 2, 3. 1 Cor. vigl, 2. Acts, xx,. 7. & Re
1u. ¢ Exod. xx,8, 10, with Mat. v, 17,
m Cola_ ii’ l6’ 17. Heb. iv, 9, 10.

. VIIL

This Sabbath is then kept holy unto the
when men afier 3 due prepaiing of theirh
and ordering their common uff-irs b foreh
do not only observe an holy rest all the
from their own works, words and t'nughts
bout their wordly employments and recrea
2 but ulso ve t.ken up the whole time in
publick and private exercises of his wor
und in the duties of necessity and mercy. o.

n Exod. xx, 8, and xvi, 23. to 30, and xiii. #
1o 18. lsu. Iviiiy 13. Neh. xiii, 15,1023, ols
Iviig, 13. Mat. xiiy 1, to 14,
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CHAP. XXIIIL
Of Lawful Oati:s and Vows.

tawful oath is a part of religious worship. a
wherein the person swe:ring in truth,
rhteousness and jndgment selew nly ca'leth
wd to witness what he asscrteth, or promis-
1, and to judze him according to the truth or
sehood of what he sweareth. b
a Deut. . 20, b6 Jer. iv, 3. Fxnd. xx. 7.
w. xix, 12. 11 Cor. i, 23. Il Chron. vi, 22, 23.

1I.

The name of God only is that by which men
ght to gwear, and therein it is to be used with
_holy. feqgt and reverence: ¢’ T herefore to
rear wainly or rashly by that glorious and
cadful name or to swear at all by any other
ing is sinful and to be abhorred : d yet as in
atters of weight and moment an oth is war-
nted by the word of God under the new tes-
ment as well as under the old, e 30 a l.wful
th heing imposed by ldwful authority in such
atters ought to be t ker. f T

¢ Deut. vi, 13.  d Exod xx, 7. Jer. v. T,
| t. v, 34. 35.36. James. v, 12. ¢ Heb. vi, 16.
Cor. i, 23 Iso. Ixv..16.  fI Kings, viii, 81.
eha xili’ 25' Ezr’, x, 5. . ’
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|
IIL I
Whosoever taketh an oath warranted by t
tord of God. ought duly to coasider the weig
tiness f so solemn an act, and therein to avou
nothing out what he is fully persa.ded is th(
truth : g neither may «ny man bind himself b
an oath to any ihing but whatis good and }
and what he believeth 8. to be, and what he
able and resolved to perform : & yet it is a i
to refuse anoath touching any thi..y that is g«
and just being lawfully imposed by suthority.
& Exod. xx, 7. Jer. ivy2. 4 Gen. xxiv, ¢,
3; 5.6.8 9. i N“m- vy 19’ 3. Neh. vy 1}
Exod. xxiiy 114

‘ .,

Anoath is to be taken in the plain agd commod
gense of the words without equivocation or memn
tal reservation. £ It cannot oblige to sin, bat id
any thing not sinful being taken it binds to pen
formance, although to « man’s own hurt ;  not
is it to be violated, although m.de to heretick
or nfidels. m :

k Jer. iv, 2. Psal. xxiv, 4. /1 Sam. xxv,
81, 33, 34. Psal.xv. 4. m Egek. 2vii, 16, 1)
19. Josh, ix, 18, 19, with 11 bam. xxi, 1. |

[
V. |

A vow, which is not to-be made to any,

gresture but to God alone, is of the like nature

- With & promissory oath and ought to be made
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h thpe like religious care, and to be perform-
with the ke futhfulnes.. 2

n Pgslms, Ixxvi, 11 Jer. xliv, 25, 26. Psal.
|4, and Ixv, 1. Isa. xix, 21. Eccl. v, 4, 5, 6.
al.-1xi, 8, and Ixvi, 13 14,

VI.

Papish monastical vows of perpetual single
r. prifessed poverty, and regular obedivnce,
- 8o far from being degrees of higher petfee.
m that they are superstitious and sinfl sn .res
which no christian m.y entangle himself. o

o Mat. xix. 11,12, 1 Cor. viiy 2,9. Epbiv,
I I Pet. iv, 3." I Cor. vii, 23.

¢
el 43+ C——

CHAP. XXIV.
Of the Civil Magistrate.

X OD the supreme lord and king of all the,
\J world, hath ordained civil magistrates to
¢ under him, over the people for his own glo-
y and the publick good ; and to this end hath
rmed them with the power of the sword for
he defence and encouragement of them that do
1o0d, and for the punishment of evil doers: e
& Rom. xiiiy 1, to 4. I Pet. ii, 13, 14.

G2
LS
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1.

Itis lawful for chri uans to accept and, ez
‘cute the (flice of o magistrate when cant
thercunto s 6 in the manugement whereof |
they vught rapeually 10 maintain piety, just
and peace, ~ccording to the wholesome lawa ¢
each commonwealth ; ¢ sg for that ¢nd the
-y lawfully now u der the new testamet
WugE War upen just «nd necesssry occusion. d
b Prov, vin, 15, 16.- Rom. xiil, 1, 2, 4 |
Puals Hy lo, 10 12. 1 Tim. n 8. Psal. Ixxxii,
4. 1l Sam. xxiii. 3. 1 Pet. u, 13, d Luk,u
14. Rom. xii1, 4 Mat. vui, 9, 10. Aclsy 81
2. Rev. x\m, M, 16,

1L

They who upon pretence of christian liberty
§hali oppose any lawful power, of the lawfl
excreise of it, resist the ordinange of God, and
for their publishing of such opinions, or maintak
ning of such.pructices as arc contrary to the
light of nature, or to the known principles ol
christ.mity, whether concerning fuith, worship
or conversation, or to the power of godlises,
or such erroncous opinions or practices, ss ¢
therin thgp own nature, or 1n the mgbner of

pubhishing or maintaining them are, destructive
to the external peace or order whict Christ hith
estebhished 1n the church, they mey L wiully be
called to «n account, and proce eded against by
the censures of the church, and by the powur
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of the civil magistrate ; yet in such differences
about the doctrines of the gospel, or ways of
the worship of t.od as may befal men eserci-
sing a good conscience, munifesting it in their
oouversation, and holding the foundation, and
duly observing the rudes of pe.ce wud order,
there is no warrant for the magistrate wabridge,
them of their liberty,

' w. ’
Tt is the duty of people to pray for magis.
trates, to houour their persons, to pay them tri-
bute and other ducs, to obey their lawful com-
wmunds, and to be subject 1o their authority for
cons¢ience salies Infidelity, ord ffaence in re-
ligion, doth not muke void the magisirates just
and legal authority, nor free the people from
their due obedience to him : from which eccle-
siasticdl persons are net exempted, much less
hath the Pope any power and jurisdiction over
them 1 their dominions, or bver any of their
people, and least of all to deprive them of
their dominions or lives if he shall judge
‘them to be hereticks, or upon any other pre-
‘tence whatsoevers .

I Tims iiy 13. 1 Pet. ii, 17. Rom. xiii, 6, 7, and
xi. 5. Tit, iii, 1. I Pet. ii, 18, 14, 16. Rom. xiii,
L I Kings, ii, 35. Acts, xxv, 9, 10, 1. II Pet.
iy, 10, 11. Jude, v, 8, to 11, 1I Thes. ii, 4,
R“O mii,lS, ‘6, 1‘70



30 ‘A CONFESSION OF FAITH. *.

-

CHAP. XXV.
Of Marriage. .

ARRIAGE is to be hetween one man

one woman : neithet is it lawful for
man 10 have mork than one wife nor for -
wom @ to hve more than one husband at
same time. @ - e ‘

a Gen. iy 24. Mat, gix, 5, 6. Prov. i, 17+

. 11. . [

Marriage was ordained for the mutual help
of husb:nd and wite,  for the increase of man-
kiod with 1 legitiovite tssue, and-of the ch rch
wi i an holy seed, ¢ and for preventing unclewn-
h B d *

* 6 Gen. ii, 18, ¢Mal. ii, 15." &1 Cor. vij,
2,9.
- ML,

Itis lawful for all sorts of people to marry,
who ire able with judgment to give their ce
sent, e yet it is the duty of christians to ma
in the Lord, f and therefore such as profess the~
true reformed4éfigion, should not marry with
infidels, papists, or ather idolaters : neithge®
shouid such as are grodly be unequ ly voked by
marrying such as are wicked in thewr life, or
maintaip damnable heresy. g .

e Heh. xiii, 4. I Tim. iv, 3. T Cor. vii, 36,
37, 38. Gen, xxiv, 57, 58, fICor. vii, 39.




g

A CONFESSION OF FAITH. 8L .

Gen. xxxiv, 14. Exod. xxxiv, 16. Deut. viiy
4. 1 Kings. xi. 4. Neh. xui, 33, 26, 27. Maks
l 3y 3. 1l Cor viy 14

IV,
Marriage ought not to be within the degrees,
conaangumity or affinity forbidden 1 the
wd, A nor can such incestuous marri.ges ever
m.de lowful by any law of man or consent
parties, so as rhose persons may live togetha
»8 man and wifie ¢
t Leve xvina 1 Cor. v, 1. Amos,u, T i Mﬂk.
) 18 Lav. 3““, 24 to 29,

ety 2t Gt

CHAP. XXVI,
" Of the Church,

HF. Catholick or Universal Church which
is invisible, consists of the whol: nun,ber
f the elect, that have been, are, or shull be gus
nercd into one under Christ the heed thereof,
nd the Spouse, the Body, the fulness of him

hat fileth all and in ¢l @
a bpb’ Iy IO, 22, 33, and Vy 23, 37, 32. COI.

) 18.
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- 1L
The whole body of men throeughou
world. professing the faith of the gospel
obedience unto God by Christ according
it, 4 not destraying their own prifession b;
errors everting the foundation, ¢ or unho)
of conversation, they @ and their children el
them ire, and may be called the visible C
lick Church of Christ, / ilthough as such]
not intrusted with any officers to rule or
over the whole body. g .
51 Cor.i, 2. Col. iiy 19. I Tim. i, 19
dIt Tim.i1, 19. Tit. i, 16. eI Cor. vi
Acts, iiy 39. Ezek. xvi, 20,21, Rwym. xif
Gen. xvii, 7. f1 Cor.xiy 12, 13, Rom.
10, 12. g Eph.iv, 8,11, 12. Rom. xu, 63
1 Cor. xit, 28, 29, 3o,

.

The purest churches under heaven are
ject bath to wmixture and error, 4 and some
80 degenerated as to become no chu-chd
Christ, but synagngues of Satin:i Nevel
less Christ always hath had, and ever shall
a vi iMle kingdom in this world, to the |
thereof of such s believe in him, and njj
profession of his name.
<~ A1 Cor i, 12. Rev. 2d and 3d chap
Mt xiii. 24, to 30, 42. ¢ Rev. xxviii, 2. 1Y
Xi. 1871023, & M\t xvi, 18. Psal. Ixxii/3
and cii, 28. Mat. xxviii, 19, 20.

-
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Iv.

There is no ather head of the Church bdj
je Lotd Jesus Bhrist, £ nor can the Pope of
r in any sense be head thereof but is

Auntechrist, that man of sin, and son of pera
ition that exalteth himself 10 the Chusch a-
aipst Christ and all that is called God, whom
be L.ord shall destroy with the brighiness of his
oming. m

{Col. i, 18, th. i,22. m Mat._xxii, 8,9,
0. 11 Thes. i, 3, 4, 8,9. Rev. xiii, 6.

V.

As the Lord in his care and love towards his
hurch bath in his infinite wise providence ¢x-
rreised it with great variety in all ages for the
;0od®of them that love him, and his own glory :
150 : ccording to his promise, we ¢xpect that in
he lattér days, Antichrist being destroyed. o the
ews called, £ and the adversaries of the king-
om of his dear son broken, ¢ the churches of
shrist being enlurged and edified through a free
nd plentitul communication of light and grace,
hall enjoy in this world a more quiet, peace ble
nd glorious coudition than they have enjoyed.

n Acts, vii, | to 51, and xiv, 22, ana Wi, I,
vith ixy 31 o Il THes. i ity 8,9, 10. Rev. xvni,
\ 4,21, and xvij, [6. f Rom. %, 1, apd xi, 23,
0 32. ¢ Psalms, cx, l,andii, 9+ 7 Isa. xi, 9.
.OL'I, ii, 28, 29. Isa. ii, 2‘ 3, 4. Mic. iv’ 3. Psal-
xxxvii, 2, to end. Daniel, viiy 27,
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- CHAP. XXVIL '
; 8

_Of the C'mnmadon of &mtc.
LL S»ints that are united to Jcsm C
) their head by his spirit and faith alth
they are not made thereby one persdn Wi
" him e have fellowship in his graces” suffe
death, wesurrection and glory : & asti-béing
ted to one anather in love, they have commun
ion in cach others gifts and graces, ¢ and ant
obliged to the performance of such duties, pub
lick and privute, as do condrice to their mutu
good, both in the inward and ovtward m Jd
a Cdl..i, 18, 10. I Con/ vili, 8. Isa. ] y‘
‘Tim. vi, 15, 16. Psal. xIlv. ¥, with H i.l.
&1 John, i, 3. Eph.i m, 16,to 19. JoMn. i, I6
Fph. il, 5, 6. Phil. m, 10. Rom. wi, §, 6. ||
Tim. ii; 12. ¢ Eph. iv; 15, 16.- 1 Cor. i 7
wand iii, 31, 22, 23. Col.ii, 19. &1 Thes.v, 1!
14. Rom. &, 11,42, t4. 1 John, iii, 16, 17, 18
-Gal. vi, 10. .

* II.
.# All Saints are bound to mamtam an holy fel
- lowship pnd communion in the worship of God
ehd in performing such ether spiritual servce
-as tend to their mutual edification, ¢ as also it
\ relicving each other in outward things accol
ding to thelr several abitities and = pecessitics
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ich co n.munienthaugh especially to be ex.
| 4sed by them for the relations in which thegt
, whether in families or in churches yet
© §off-reth oppormnity..ino he extended ux
J'those wha in every plage call- upen the
I me of the Lord Jesus, g
' e Heb. x,24,25. Acts i, 42, 46. Isa,ii, 3. 1
Lo, 11.20, f Eph. vi. 2. 4, 5.9, and v, 22.t0 36y
Y ¥ime ® 8. Gal vi, 10 g Acts iiy 44 45: [

fohn iii. 1% 1L Cor. viii andwchamxs. Act-

%2&3&

'

" ) e ¥ GRERen—p. -

CHAP. XXVIII..
(y the Sarramentas

ACRAMENTS are holy signs and seals of
. the covenant of grace, @ immediately ins-
tituted by Christ, & to tepresent him and his
benefits and to confirm our interest in hlm, c
and solemnly to engage us to the service of
God ‘in Christ, according to his Word. &
a Rom iv, L1. Gem. xvii, 7, 10. & Mat, xxviiiy
‘19, I Cor. x1, 23. ¢ 1Cor x, 16, and xi, 25
6. d Rom.vi, 3, 4, I Cor. x, 16, 21,

1,

- There is in every. Sacrament a ﬂpmtual refa- -
H

‘A CONFESSION OF PAITH. @

—
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tion or Sacramental tnion bétween the sig

and the thing signified ; whence it comes

pass that the names and eﬂ'ects of the one
attributed to the other. e '

e Gen. xvii, 10.- Mat. xxvi, 27,28, Tit. fii
5.

111, '

The grace which is exhibited in or by the
Sacraments rightly used, is not conférred by a-
ny power in them, neither doth the eflicacy -of|
the sacrament depend upon the piety or inten
tion of him that doth administer it, /but upeg|
the work of tlre Spirit, g and the word of
titution, which contains together witha p
authorizing the use thereof, a promise of beln-'
fit to worthy receivers. 5

J Rom. ii, 28, 29, I Pet. iii, 21. g Mat. iii

1l. ICor. xii, 3. 4 Mat. xxvi, 27, 28, lml'
“XXviii, 19, 20. .
Iv.

There be only two Sacraments ordained by
Christ our Lord in the gospel, that is to say,
Baptism and the Lord’s Supper ; neither of
which may be dispensed by any but by a min-
ister of the word lawfuhy called. ¢
. ¢ Mat. xxviii, 197 1 Cor. xl, 20, 23, and iv, 1.
Heb. vy 4.

A
.- The ‘Sacraments of the Old Testament in e
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gard of the spiritual things thereby signified
ind exhibited, were for substanoe the, same
with those of the new. &

k1 Cor. x, 1, 2,3, 4.

- CHAP. XXIX,
Of Bapitism.

APTISM is a Sacrament of the New Tes-
tament ordained by Jesus Christ, 2 to be
unio the party baptised a sign and seal of the
Covenant of grace, 6 of his ingrafting into
Christ, ¢ of regeneration, d of remission of
sins. ¢ and of his giving up:unto God through
Jesus Christ to walk in newness of life /which
ordinance is by Christ’s own appointment to be
continued in his Church undli the end of the
world. g
a Mat. xxviii, 6. & Rom. iv, 11, with Col.
ii, 11, 12. ¢ Gal. iii, 27" Rom.vi, 5. d lit.
ili, 5.  Mark i, 4. /Rom,vi, 3, 4. & Mat.
xxviii, 19, 20. ) i

’
1L
The outward element to be used in this Ol‘dl-
nance is water, wherewith the party is to be
hubtised in the name of the: Father, and of the



4

80, aad of the Roly Ghost
e yospal, lawiullv calid o

A Mitenytl, Johny 33
'0.

‘ 111

Dipping of the petson int
nec ssary, but baptism 18 ri
by pouring or sprinkling we
son ¢ -

1 Heb. ix, 10. 19, to 22.
Xxvi, 38+« Mark vii, 4.

: : .

Not anly those that do a
4n, and obedience unto-Chri
fants of one or both belicvi
Buptrz:d and those only. ¢

% Mark xvi, 15,16. Acts
xvin. 7 9 with Gals i, 9.1
‘and Acts i 38 39 .and Roi
wii. 14, Mat. xuvah, 19, |
Luke xviil, 15

V.

Althdagh it be a great
neglect this ordingnce. m y
tion are not so insép r by«
10 person can be regenerat
it 5 7 or that ail that are b.
odly reg: nevated o
. o Lauke iy &2, with Exc

R —
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Rom. iv, L1, Acts x, 2,4,32, 31, 45, 47, 0 Acs
lx, 1 3, 23.

VI.

The efficacy of Baptism is not tied to that
moment of time wh: rein it is administered, #t
yet notwithstonding, by the right use of this
ordinance, the grace promised is not only of-
fered, but really ¢xhib:ted and conferred by the
holy Ghost to such (whcther of age or infants)
as that grace belongeth unto, according to the
counsel of God’s own will in his appointed
time. ¢

ﬁ John iii, 5’ 8. q Galc iii, 27. Titl iii, 5.
. Eph- vy 25, 26. Acts il, 38, 41,

VIL. -
Baptism is but once to be administered to a-
ny person. r .
= Titus iii, 5.
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CH.
of the

UR Lord Jesu
was betriyed,
his bady and blood
to be obaerved io hi
the world, for the p
shewing forth of th
death, the sesling ¢
true belicvers, thel
growth in him, thei
to all duties which
be a bond and pled,
him and with each
a ] Cor. x1, 23, 3
and Xii, 13,

In this Sacramer
his Father, nor any
remission of sin of
ly 1 memorial of t
sclf upon the Cross, once for all, and a spiritufl
oblation of all possible praise unto God for the
same, ¢ 30 that the Popish sacrifice of the
Mass (as they call it) 18 most abominsbly inju-
rious to Christ’s own only sacrifice, the alofie
propuiation for all the sins of the elect. d
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& H. b ix. 82, 35,26, 28. .c I Cor. xi. 24, 25,
6. Mat. xxvi, 26,27 d Heb. v, 33, 24, 37,
and x, 11, 13, 14, 18,

1L ‘

- The Lord Jesus hath in this ondmance ape
"omtcd s minsters to decl re his word of in-
stitytion to the people, 10 pruy and bless the
“slements of breed «nd wine, and thereby to set
them apart from a common to un holy use, and
10 take snd break the bread, to take the cup,
‘and (they communicating also themselves) te
ive both to the Communicants, d bt to none
‘ho are not then present. in the congregation. f

e Mat. xxvi, 36, 27,38. M.rk xwv, 22, 28,
3& Luke xxii, 19, 200 | Cor. xi,23, t0 36. S
Actsxx, 7. I Cor. xi, 30

Iv.

. Private Masses, or receiving the Sacrament
by a Priest, or any other alone, g as likewise
the dendal of the cup to the people, 4 worship.
ping the elements, the lifting them up or cat-
rying them about for adoration, and reserving
them for any pretended religious use, are all
‘contrary to the nature” of this lacrament, and
o the institution of Christ.i .

g 1 Cer. Xy 6. A Mark !iv, 23.. 1 Cor. l,
25,t0 30. i Mat. xv, 9.

~ V.
‘The outward elements in thﬁs Sacrament du-r
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ly set apart to the uses ordained by Christ,
have such relation to him crucified, as that trus
ly yet sacramentally only, they are sometimes
called by the name of the things they repre-
sent, to wit, the body and blood of Christ : £ al-
beit in substance und nature they still remain
truly znd only bread and wine as they were be:
fore. ! .

k-Mat. xxvi, 26, 27,28, ! 1Cor. xi, 26, 27;
28. Mat. xxvi, 29. . '

VI
That doctrine which maintains a change of
the substance of bread and wine into the sub-
stance of ChrisU’s body and blood (commonly
called transubstantiation) by consecration of a
Priest, or by any other way, is repugnant neot
to the scripture alone, but even to common
sense and reason, overthroweth the nature of
the sacrament and hath been, and is the cause
of manifold superstitions, yea of gross idola’
tries. m . -
m Acts iiiy 21. I Cor. xi, 24, 25, 26. Luke

xxiv, 6, 39. -

: : VIL. .

Worthy receivers outwardly partaking of the
visible elements inthis sacrament # do then also
inwardly by faith, really and indeed yet not car-
nally and corporally, but spiritually, receive and
feed upon Christ crucified, and all benefits of
his death ; the body and blood of Christ being
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hen not corporally or carnally, in, with, or un-
ler the bread and wine, yet asreslly, but spir-
tually present (6 the Taith of believers in that
wdinance, as the clements themsclves are to
beir Hutward senses. o :

2l Cor. xi,38. oI Con x, 16.

VIIL
All ignorant and ungudly persons as they are
tnfit 1o enjoy communion with Christ, so are
they unworthy of the Lord’s table, and cannos
without ygreat sin against him whilst they re-
main such, partake df these holy mysteries, A
or be admitted thereunto ;- g yes, whosoever
receive unworthily, are guiity of the body
and blood of the Lord, eating and drinking
judgment to themselves, r
£ I Cor. xi, 37. 28,39, IICor. vi, 14, 15, 16,
TCor. v, 8,7, 13. [l Thess. iii, 8, 14 L&
t viiy 6. r 1 Cor. xi,37, 3%
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CHAP. XXXIL

Qf the State of man after deuth, and of the
drretrion of the dead.

HE bodies of men afier death returm
dust. and see corruption, a but their
{which oeither die nor sleep) h-.ving anim
tal subsistence, immc diately return to God whe
gave them, 6 the souls of the righteous beisg
then made pe -fect in holiness, are received s
to the highest heavens, where they behold the
face of God in light and glory, waitiriy for the
full redemption of their bodies : ¢ and the souls
of the wicked are cast-into hell, where they
main in torment, and utter darkness rcselg
for the .judgment. of the great day: d besi
these two places of souls separated from thé¥|
bedies the scripture acknowledgeth none.

a Gen. iii, v« Acts xiii, 36, & Luke xxiii,
43, tcch xii. 7. ¢ Heb. xii, 23. I1 Cor. v, 1,’
6,8. Phil. i, 23 Acts iii, 21, Eph.iv, 10. d
Luke xvi, 23,24, Actsi, 25. Judev, 6. 1 Pets
iii, 19,

I1.

At the last day such as are found alive shall
not die, but be changed, e and all the dead shall
be raiscd up with the self same bodies, and none
other, although with different qualities which
shall be united again to their souls forever. f
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el Thess. iv, 17. 1 Cor. xv, 51, 52. [fJob
ii’, 26, 27. 1Cor. XV, 42, 43, 44.

III,

The badies of the unjust shall by the power
f Christ be raised to dishonour ; the bodies
f the just by his spirit unto honour, amnd be
pade conformable unto his own glorious body.g

& Acts xxiv, 15. John v, 28, 29. 1Cor xv,
£, Phil, iii, 21. .

st 33t CEE—

. CHAP. XXXIIL
. Of the last Judgment,

OD hath appointed a day wherein he will
-judge the world in righteousness by Je-
sgs Christ, @ to whom all power and judgment
is given of the Father ; 6 in which day not only
the apostate angels shall be judged, ¢ but like-
wise all persons that have lived upon earth,
shall appear before the tribunal of Christ to give
an .account of their thonghts. words and deeds,
and to receive according to what they have done
in the body, whether it be good or evii. d
@ Acts xvin 31, b Johnv, 22,27, ¢ 1 Core
viy 3. Jude v, 6. Il Pet.ii, 4. ¢ 11 Cora v, 10,
Eccl. xii. 14. Rom. i% 16, and xiv, 10, 13. Mat,
xii, 36, 37, _
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. . 1L
‘The end of God's appointing this day, is fo
the manifestation of the glory of his mercy it
the eternal salvation of the elect, and of ki
stice in the damnation of the reprob te, wix
wre wicked and disobedient ; for then shall th
righteous go into everlasting life, and recet
that fulness of joy and glory, with everlasting
seward in the -presence of thé Lord ; but th
wicked who know not God and ebey not the
gospel of Jesus Christ, shall be cast into etern:
tormeats, and be punished with cverlasting d
truction from the presence of the Lord, and
from the glory of his power. ¢
e Mat’ xxv, 31 toend. Rom. ii, 5. 6. and #
22. 23. Mat. xxv, 2. Acts m, 1% 11 Thess. §
‘% to 10, . .
I’

As Christ would have us to be certainly pe
suaded that there shall be a'judgment; both ta d
ter all men -from sin, and for the greater con
lation of the godly in their adversity. ; £ se.
he have that day unknown to men that the)
may shake off all carnal security, and be alwags
watchful, hecause they know not at what lweus
the Lord will coine, and may be gver - prepaje
to say,come Lord Jésus come quickly, dmem g

f[l Peto ll" ll, 4. [l Cor. A O lO, 1l lt
Thess. i. 5,6, 7. Luke xxi, 37, 28. Rom viij
2, 24, 25, 1.4 Mat. xxw, 35, 49, 48, 44. Menrk
Kiii, 35, 36, 87. Luke xii, 35, 36, Rev. xxii, 30y

FINIS.
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sented to by the united Ministers, formerly cad
ted PRESBYTERTAN and CONGREGATIONALs
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ARTICLES,

FOR THE ADMINISTRATION OF
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nanimously agreed ufion, and consented to, by
he Klders and Messengers of the Churches in
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kil iii. 5. Let us therefore, 2s many as be
perfect, be thus minded ; and if in any thing
ye be otherwise minded, God shsll reveal ev-
en this unto you.

hh, iv. 3. Egpdeavouring to keep the unity of
the Spirit in the bond of peace.

— G ———
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PREFACE, °

I‘HERE is no Constitution on earth, hath
cver been established on such sure foun-
ation, nor so fully provided for its subsistence,
sthe Church of God—1It, being built on the
'rophets and Afiosties, Jesus Christ kimself being
te chief corner stone, Hence therefore it hath
rom its holy hill, beheld the ruins of the great-
st States, and most flourishing Empires ; hav-
g continued in safety, free from the fatal ac-
idents of time, and triumphed not only over
he rage of men, but also the repeated insults of
he gates of hell. And though it hath been of-
:n straitened as to its extent, and lessened ‘as
yits number, yet hath remained firm on its
wn basis : Yea, when most reduced, it hath
irever made good that motto, Defiressa Resure
0 ; and so it shall continue to the end of the
rorld. But to the shame of its offenders, the
hurch hath suffered most from the wounds,
thich she hath received in the house of her
riends, from those wolves that have come te
er in sheep’s cloathing. Damnable errors and
ieresies have arjsen fiom within her, whereby
he hath sometimes been cast into horrible

)
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ahadeg of darkness, as Rev, ix. 2. When 1
bottomless pit wae ofiened, the smoke ascén
darkened the sun and air. Yet when thus grie
ously blackened, a comeliness remained
Qtherwhiles she is scen bleeding with ¢
wounds of schism and contention, offensive =
huitful to her sacred head and members, §
the undivided head rejoiceth in an  undivid
body. Hisundefiled is but one. Cant. vi. 9. A
ghe becomes divided, she becomes defiled-=
hereby also the mutual offices of the respectl
members of this undefiled one, are interrapty
. to the prejudice of the whole. Whence #
Jow great disorders, as when the eye will ¢
see for the hand, nor the head take care of 8
feet, nor our union to Christ be acknowledg
a sufficient bond to establish a relation betwes
mcmbers in particular. 1. Cor. xii, 27, ‘
Providence foreverbears the upper hand inthe
events, who suffers the eorrupt minds of mea
Tun into errars and divisions, that the appirond
may be made manifest. 1. Cor. xi, 19,
ill minded persons being threatened with e
that are the authors or promeoters of such off
ces The Atheist endeavours te overthrow
whale conatitution of religion : The Degst tald
away all that fart of it that fromiseth ainners
aafery from the wrath to come, and retain no o
than what is enough to condemn him, and eake
way all excuse for his dirobedience. Rom. i) ¥
The church of Christ hith also been a g
sufferer from the immoralities and djsorder!
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L4
alking of those that are related to her, whosé
aven hath sometimes hazarded rhe whole lumfle
Cor. v. 6. Whose unseemly practises have
wen advantage to encmies to speak evil of the
ays of God. and to question the truth of our
sly religion, and the sincerity of the professors
tereof.  These must be acknowledged to be
rora and blémishes, 11 Pet. ii. 13. The wisdom
Tour law-giver, king and - judge, who slone
ath the original sovereignty of giving being
» and Jaying the foundations' of the church,
od whose only is the legislative power therein,
ath given such ample rights :nd privileges to
1e church, and 4uch excellent rules for its gov-
mment, as are inviting to strangers, like a eity
t on @ hill, Mat. vy 14. And h«th lodged the
xecutive power in approved hands, that those
ho love the church may be in peace, and her
nemies m .y find her terrible as an army with
mners, and that she might yield seasonable ed~
ication to those that walk regularly within her
mits, ana be able to discharge herself of im-
enitent and incorrigible offenders.  Many of
1 forementioned mischiefs have to otr sorrow
flicted the churches within this government,
nd, by degrees we have fallen under miuch de-
ay—W hereupon, our difficulties have been of
long time troublesome, for the healing oar
ounds, a more explicate asserring the rules of
overnment sufficiently provided in the holy

°

I3
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tord hath been thought highly expedisnt
Wherefore, ’

The Honourable, the General Assembly
this Colony out of atender regard to the w
fare of the Churches within the limita of thel
government were pleased to appoint the sew
al elders of each eounty with messeagers
their Churches to meet in council, in which th
should endeavour to'agree in some g
rules conformable to the word of God for
method of discipline to be practised in o
Churches. . These several councils having
and drawf up some rules for. Church gove
ment did by their delegates meet and const
one Geaeral Assembly of the Churches of
colony at Say-Brook, Sept. yth, 1708. W
after a full consent and agreement unto
Confession of Faith assented unto by the Sy
nod of Bostan ; did, being studious of keepi
the unity of the atirit in the band of preace, Ep
iv, 2.  Agree that the heads of agreement a
sented to by the wunited brethremn formerl
called Presbyterian and Congregatienal in En
land, be abserved by the Churches throughout
this calany, which are herewith published, end
alter consideration of the sever 1l draughts of ¢
county councils, did with a Christian condes-
cension, and fraternal amicableness, unanimous-
ly agree to the articles for the administration of
Church Di-cipline now offered to publick view,
all which being presented, were allowed of and
established by the Geéneral Assembly of this
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Iney, aa by their acts appears, for the detter
tisfactioa of our people, we have undertaken
task, acceptable we irust onm many. though

_escape not the exceptions of some, in sub-
ining soriptures for confirmation of the Heads

Agreement, which we have not seen added
ieveunto, The afores.id articles consist in
v hends, 76 anc holding forth the fower of
wredcular Churches in the management of Discie
ine confirmed by scrifitures annexed.

T he other serves to pireserve, promote or re.
wer the ficace and edification of the Churches by
ie means of a consociation of the Eiders, and
hurches, or of an association of Elders: Both
‘hich we are agreed have countenance from
1e scriptures and the propositions in answer to
1e second question given by the Synod met at
loston 1662. In both which having respect
) the divine precepts of fraternal union, and
hat principle universally acknowledged, Quod
zngu omnes debet traccari ab omnibus  The
cripteres are added for the illustration of the
ubstance of the abovementioffed articles, yet
vith an apprehension that there may be altera-
ions made, and further condescensions agreced
1pon, which shall afterwards appear necessary
forthe order and edification of our Church-
2Se

As we have laboured in this aff. ir to approve
owrselves unto God, so we are checrful with
humble prayer for his blessing to recommend
the Heads of Agreement with the subscquent

N
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srticlés unto the acgeptance and observation'cl
our people, hoping till 1t please the Lord to sen
forth further hght and truth in these more c
troversial matters, this method may be a bl
means of our hetier unanimity and suecess. §
our Lord's work for the gatherin,, and edifyi
of the body of Christ, for which we bespe.
the concurring prayers of all that feay the Lords

-..\' -
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Heads of Agreement,
ASSEN I'ED TO BY THE UNITED MIN:
15 VERS FORMERLY CALLED
PRESRBY 'KRIAN & CONs

" GREGA I'lONAL.,

PSSy
Y. Qf Churches and Church Members,

E acknowledge onr Lord Jesus Christ
0 have onc Catholick Chureh or Kings.
dom, comprehencing all that are united to him,
whether in heaven or earth. And do conceive
the whole multitude of visible believers, and
their wmfant s=ed, (commonly cajled the Cathe
olick visible Church) to belonging to Christ’s
spiritual kingdom in this world. But for the
notion of 1 Catholick visible Church here, as it
signifies its having been collected into any fors
med society, under a visible common head on
earth, whether one person singly, or many col-
lectively, we, with the rest of Protestants, unane
imously disclaim ite  Eph. i, 10, 33, snd 44»
Eph. v, 27. I Cor. xii. 12, 18. Gen. &viiy 7.
A‘“ ii,-39o Mah “ﬁ’ T 10.
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II. We agree, that pamcular societies
visible saints, who under Christ their head, &
statedly joined together, for ordinary comm
ion with one another in all the’ ordinance
Christ, are particular churches, and are o
owned by each other, as instituted churche
Christ, though differing in afifirchensions @
firactice in’some lesser shings. | Cor. Xiv. '}
3. and i. 2. and xii. 27. Rev. i.iv. Rom. xi%

II1. That none shall bé admitted as n
bers, in order to communion in all the sp
ordimances of the gospel, but such person¥
) are knowing ahd sound in the jundamemat i
trine of rhe christian religion, without scanddl
theirlives ; and to a judgement regulated by d
word of God, are persons of visible holie
and honesty ; credibly professing cordial wb-
jection to Jesus Christ. Pro. xix. 3. Act. vili.
32. 2 Tim. ii. 19. Ezek. xliv. 9. Rom. x. 16,
2 Cor. i ix. 13,

* IV. A competent number of such wvisbk
saints, (as before described) do become the et
pable subfects of stated communion in all the
apecic ordinancesqpf Christ upon’ their muteal
declared consent and agreement to walk togeth-
ef therein according to gospel rule. In which
declarition, different degrees of explicitnen,
sh.ll no ways hinder such churches from ows
fhg each other, as instituted churches. 1 Cor.
xiy. 23. Acts xx. 7. and ii. 41, 42, Rom. 3iv. 3
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'W. Though fiarochial bounds, be not of divine
ht, yet for common edification, the members
particular church ought (as much as con-
ntly may be) to live near one anothcr.
"Thes. v. 11, 13, 13. Heb. 2 25.

V1. That each furticular church hath right
o choose their own officers ; and being furnish-,
«d with such .as are duly qualified and ordained
ceording to the gospel rule, hath authority,
i'om Christ for exercising government, snd of
mjoying all the ordinances of worship within
tself, Acts, v1, 2. Titus, i, 5, 6, 7. I Tim. ivg
i4, "Mat. =xviiiy 17. I Cor. xi, 2. . .

VIL. 1In the administgation of church pow-
i1, it belongs to the Pastors and other Elders
fevery particular church, if such there be to
ule and govern, and to the brotherhood to con-
ient according to the rule ofthe gospel. I
Tim. v, 17. Heb. iii, 17: 1 Cor.iv, 1, and v, 4.
it Cor. vi, 8, 10.

VIIL That all ptrofessors as before d;scn-
bed, are bound in duty, as they have opportuni-
y to join themselves as fixzed members of some
particular Church ; their thus joining, being
part of their professed subjection to the gospel
of Christ, and an instituted means of their estabe
lisiment and edification ; whereby they are un-
dee the pastoral care, and in case of scandalous
or offensive walking, may be authoritatively
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sidmonished or censured for their reco'very,‘ﬂ
vmdication of the truthy and the church pn;a

sing it.  Acts.ii 47, and v, 13. Il Cor. g4
13, Heb. x, 24,25, i Thess, v, 12, 14.
n, 28, * . |
IX, Thata Phatble Professor, thus joined
& particular Church ought to continue steadfas|
with the s0id church ; and not fors ke the m
isiry, and ordinonces there dispensed without
an orderly sccking & recommeéndation unto a
sher ¢ hurch, which ought to be given. when
the case of the person apparently requires ity
Acts ﬁ, 42. Heb, ®, 45, Rom, xVi) l, s |

' .

 — |
I, Of the Ministry. {
|
1

I V E agece that the ministerial office s in.
" stitated by Jesus Christ for the gathe,
ering, guiding, edifying and governing of his;
church; and 0 contirue to the end of the|
world, Eph. iv, 11, 12. Mat. xxviii, 19, 20.

IT. They who are called to this office ought |
to be endued with competent 1:arning and mine |
isterial gifts, as also with the grace of |
gound in judgment, not novices in the faith and |
knowledge of the Gospel : without scands] of |
boly cenversationy wnd such as devote them |
selves to the work and service thereofs 11 Tim. |
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”i Rom. x“’ 6. I Tlm- Ih, %9456, 7.
bl, 6, 70 | Tlm- l\', l6n

ﬁ That ordmanly none shall be ordained
work of this ministry, but such as are
Med and chosen thereunto by a particular
neh . Acts, xiv, 33,

V. That in so great and weighty a matter

‘the calling and cbusing a pastor, we judge it

dimarily requisite, that every such church

myalt and advise with the Pastors of neigh-'

mrring congregations. Prov, xi, 14, and xv._
" A :

V. That after such advice, the persons con- -
ilted about, being chosef by the brotherhood
"that particular church over which he is to be
ity and he accepting, be duly ordained and set
»art to his office over them ; wherein ’tis ordi-
arily requisite that the pastors of neighbouring
mgregaiions concur with the preachmg' Elder
r Elders, if such there'be. Acts, xiv, 23, and
33, and xiiiy 33. I ’lxm. iv. 14, .
VI. That whereas, such ordmatlon onlyisigs
mded for such as never before had been ordain-
1 to the ministerial office ; if any judge, thatin
18e also of the removal of one formerly ordained, |
)a new station, or pastoral charge, there ought
1 be a like solemn recommending him and his
bours to-the grace an;l{ blessing of God, ne
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dJifferent sentiments or practice herein, shaiibl

any occasion of contention, or breach of cam

munion among us.  Phil. iii, 15. Eph. ivy 3,3
. : - . 1]

VII. It is expedient that they who
the work of preaching the gospel, be wot
qualified for the communion of Saints ; |
50, that except in cases extraordinary, they
proof of their gifts and fitness for the said wolf
unto the: Pastors of Churches of known abilifietf
to discern and judge of their qualificationy
that they may be sent forth with solemn
bation and prayer ; which we judge
that no doubt may remain concerning their
ing called unto the work ; and for prev
(pe much as in us lieth) ignorant and rash:
truderse 1 Tim. i, 22, and iii, 6.

o

- gl £ CE—— -

1L Of Censures. : {

S it cannot be avoided, but that in the
I, “purest churches on earth, there wil
sometimes offences and scandals arise by reason
of hypocrisy and prevuiling corruption,
Christ hatb made it the duty of every church®
reform itself, by spiritusl remedies, eppointed
by. him, to be applied in all such cases, vixe
Admonition and Excommunication. Mat. i
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[i]
. Heb. xﬁ’ 15, Tit. iii’ 10. ¥ Cor. v. 6:-

II. Admonition, being the rebuking of an of-
ending member in' order to conviction, is in
ase of private offences to be performed accor-
ling to the rule in Mat. xviii, 15, 16, 17, and in
ase of publick offences openly before the
church, as the honour of the gospel, and the
uture of the scandal shull reqiire, and if either
¥ the Admonitions take place for the recovery
if the fallen ferson, all further procecdings in a
ny of censure are thereon to cease, and satis-
kction to be declared accordingly. I Tim. i,
to. Mat. xviii, 15, 17. : : .

fII. When all due means are used, according
s the arder of the gospel, for the restoring an
offending and scandalous Brother, and he, not-
withstanding, remains impenitent, the censure
o Excommunication is to be proceeded unto ;
wherein the Pastor and other Elders (if there
b sach) are to lead and go before the Church ;
ind the brotherhood to give their consent in a
way of obedience unto Christ, and to the' Eld-
trs, as over them in the Lord. Mat, xviii, 15,
18,17. Tit iii, 10. ICor. v. I ‘lhes. v,
512, .

IV. It may sometimes come to pass, that a
Member, not otherwise scandalous, may

Ky wichdrow, and divide himsel from the com-
=wnion of the Church to which he belongeth :
In whick case, when all due means for the re-
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ducing him prove iveffcctual, he baving
by cut himself off from thit church’s col
ion ; the church may justly esteern ang
itscif disch aged of any further inspecti
him. Hcb. x. 35, Rom. xvie 17, 1L}
i, 14. . .

1
.

M; [

1

-
IV. Of Communion ¢f Churchen, " |

) WE agree that particular Chustl
3 8 - qught not to walk so distinet
8epaiaiv from cach other, as not to have
" and enderness towards one unother., . Bat:
Pastors ought to have frequent meetings &
.gether, that by mutuul advice, support, ¢ni
ag« ment and brotherly intercourse, they T
strengthen the hearts and hands of each oib
in the ways of the Lords  Acts, Xv. 33, and 3
17, 28. -

o

“IL.That none of pur .particular ché
“sh. 1l be subora’inate to one another, each b
endued with equality of power from Je
.Chuist,. And that vone of the said partiey
chuiches, their officer or officers, slnlr1 o2
8Ly power, or have any supcriority over
other charch or their officers.  Rew. §
Cant, viiiy 8, I Cor. xviy 19. Actsy x¥. 3%
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378 TA#t known' mémbefs of particular
hes constituted as aforesaid, may have oc-
M&nal com;nunion with one another in the
aances of the gospel, viz. the Word, Prayer,
Boavients, Siﬂgmgq‘;’*hm

ith which they desire communion, hath any
st exception againet them. Acts, xfii, 27.
om. xvi, }, 2. 1I Cor. iii, 1. "I Cor. xii, 13.

IV¥. That we ought not'to admit any one to
= a vilember of sur respective congregations,
1t hath joined himself to another, without en-
esvours of mutual satisfaction of the congres
atlom comeertied. Heb. xifi, 1. I Cor. xiv, 40.

- ¥ . !

V. That one church ought not to blame the
roceedings of another, unti it hath lreard what
rat church tharged, its Elders or mossengers,
in-say‘in vindication of themselves, from any
harge of irregular or injurious proceedings.
fat. Vii’ 1. Prov. xViﬁ, 17. Deut. xi.li, 14.

V1. That we are-most willing and ready to
ive an account of our church progeedings to
ach other, when desired, for preventing or re-
nov¥ing ahy offences that may arise among us.
Akewise we shall be ready to give the Right
{stdl of Fellowship, and ‘walk together accord-

ny, té the gospel rales of communion of church-

3. [ Pet. iﬁ) 15. Rom. xiv, 19. Acu, xi, 2,8, -

‘, f‘BC J‘”ho ﬂii’ 13K9|,30. G“u ii’go Col. :
2

, dispensed accor-
ng to the mind of Christ : unless that church
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% 8. ‘FPet:iv, 10y Me l%x,t&
15, (Id,l Vl’ 10. P)

_ _ , F
V. Qf Deacom anct Ruling. Eiders. 4
WE agree, the office of a Deacon is of &

vine sppointment, and: thet: it bejon

to their office o rdceive, lay. out aud'dlsmhp
the. Church’s stock to. its peoper nws
direction of the Pastor arid brethren, uedbo.q
And whereas, divers are‘of ppinion, that, thml

is 21so the office of Ruling Elders, who Tabouf

net in word and doctrine, and;others think oph-|
erwise ; we agree that this difference make. py

breach among us.  Aets; vi, 3, 5, 6. Phik i.)

I Tlm- iii 8 to 13, Rm !‘ii’..n lcorp ”‘i”|

1 Tim. vy 1¥. Phil. iﬁ); 18 164 . |

. ' . & . .I’l{

et W o

1
V1. 6f ocousionci- Jlmq‘mam

WE agree thiat in order to concordy, u‘i
in other weiglity and difficult capesyit:
is needful and according te the mind-of Ghrist,
that the Ministers of the:several; GhurcBes. ¥ |
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m advised with M&MM
. ;ﬁv, Acteg x¥,.36. .

1. “'hat such mectings may consiat of smal~
eror grester: numlnu. 98 the aaattor shall-ve-

II1. That particular churches, their Tespect-
ve elders and memburs-ought to have & reve-
ential regard to their judgment, so given, and
1ot dissent therefrom without apparent grounds
pm the ward of God.:  Acts,-xvi, 1 5 1 Corg
-v.ss, 33 Gal.n,ﬁ. 1 Pet. iv. 11,
et U G e———

Bt 8# our Demeanour totarde the Givil Mae
I X S SN mﬂo .

WE do reckon. aurselves obhged continually
to pray for God’s protection, guidance,
'.Mblosvm%upon the: ralers.set over us.

lim. ii, 3. Psal. xx, 1 to 4, and Ixxii, 1.

IL- That we ought to yield unto them not on-
y subjection in the Lord, but support, accord-
g to our station and abilities. Mat. xxii, 31.
Ruﬁxiii’ 51 6. Neho vy |8.

IH. Thatif at any time, it shall be their
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easure to call topether any number of
require an account of out affairs, and the
of our eongredgxﬁons,weshall most res

essall dutiful regard to them hereh.:
xfix, 88, 14 Chrom. xxix, 4, to 11. Rom.3
1. Tit. iii 1, c

AN

ety P e a
VIII. Of @ Confaasion of Faith.

: S to what appertains to soundness of js
ment in matters of faith, we esteem
sufficient that a chiurch acknowledge the wert
tures to be the word of God, the perfect and
ly rule of faith and practice, and own either
doctrinal part of those commonly called
Articles of the Church of England, or the
fession-or Catechisms, shorter or larger, com
piled by the Assembly at Westminster, of
Confession agreed on at the Savoy, tobe-
able to the said rule. I Tim. " 13. Eph-‘
‘:'5v Phila ii, l, 2 . '
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that are not in Communion with us.

A E judgeit our duty to bear a chris
[ '+ lian respect te sl christians, sccord-
ng to their several ranks and swations, that are
10t of our persuasion or communion. 1 Pet.
iv 17. 'Romo Xii, 10. GJ. Vi, 2. Epho i‘a ’g
Rom. xiv. tot.. . . .

1L As for such as may be ignorant of the
principles of the Christian Religion, or of vi-
tious ¢cunversation, we shzll in our respective
places as they give opportunity, endeavour to
gxplain to them the doctrine of life and salva-
Kom, and to our utmost persusde them to be
reconciled to God.  1I Tim. i, 25. II Cor. vy,
14, 20,

U1 That such who appear to have the essen-
Bial requisites to Church-Communion, we shall

illingly receive them in the Lord, not troub-

ng them with disputes about lesser mattesg.
Romo S'iv’ lo

As we assent to the forementioned ‘Heade
of Agreement, so we cnanimously resolve,
as the Lord shall enable us to practise
sgcerding to them.



ARTICLES, |

Lor the Administration of Church Discifiline, w
nanimously agreed ufion and consentea to by
the Blders and all the Churchés in the Chony
of Connecticuty in New-England, comvened iy
Delegation in a General Council - at Saybreok
September 9th, 1708.

X HAT the Elder or Elders of a particulr
church, with“the consent of the bret
ten of the same, have power and ought to
ercise church discipline accordipg to the
of God’s word, in relation to all scandsls that
fall out within the same. And it may be nieet
in all cases of difficulty for the respective Pas
tors of particular churches, to take advice of
the Elders of the churches in the meighboun
hood, before they proceed to cémsure in yuch
cases. Mat, xviii, 17. Heb. xiii, 17. I Cor. v

IL. That the chorches which are neighbour-|
ing each to other, shall consociate ‘ for mutaal
affording to each other such assistance as may
be requisite, upon all occasions ecclesiastical.
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ad ' that the particular . pastors’ and . churches,
thin the respective counties in this govern-
:nt shall be one consociation (or more if they
allsjudge meet) for the end aforesaid.  Psal.
xiiy 3,4 5,and cxxxiiiy i. Ecek iv,9 to 12,
:ts XV, 2,6, 22, 23, ITim.iv, 14. 1 Cor.
l, | P L . . -

IIL.  Thatsll cases of Scandal that fall eut
thin the cireuit of any of the aforesaid con- .
siations shall be brought to a council of
e Elders, and also messengers of the church-
within the said circuit, i. e. the churches of
¢ consociation, if they see cause to send
essengers; when there shall .be need of &
uncil for the determination of them. III
hn 9, 16, I Cor. xvi, 1, Gal. vx, 1, 2. II Cor.-
ity 2o Acts xv, 22. 1L Cor. vw, 23.

v, Tlut accordmg to the common; practicer
our churches, nothing shall be deemed an:
t or judgment of any council, which hath not.
¢ major part of the Elders present concurring,
d sych a number of ‘the messengers present
- makes the majority of the council: Provi-
d that if any such church shall not see cause
send any messengers to the council, or the per-
ns chosen by them shall not attend ; meither

" these shall be any obstruction to the pro-
‘edings of the coupcil, or invalidate any of
eir actes  Acts xv, 23, I Cor. xiv. 32,33,
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V. That when any case is orderly

before sny council of the churches it shall there
be heard and determined which (unless

removed. from thence) shall be a final issueand
s} partice thesein concerned shall sit down and
be determined thereby,: Aad the -rouncil, ss
hearing, and giving the result or final sswe,in
the said case as aforesaid, shall see their deter-
hination, or judgment duly exccuted. and atten.
ded in such way er mannsr, as shall in. their
-judgment be mest suitable and agreeable to the
word of God. Acts xv. [ Cor. v, 5. 1I Coz.ii,
8, 1, abd xiii, 2. - Phil. iil, 15 Ronmy. xiv, 3, 3.

VI, That, if any Pastor and church doth
obstinately refase a due attendance and confor:
mity to the desermination of -the council, that
Jath the cognisance of the cese, and determin-
eth it as above, after . due patience used, they
shall be reputed guilty of scandalous cente
and dealt with as the rule of God’s word in suc
case doth provide, and the sentence of non-com-
muwion shail be declared against such Pastor
and church. And the churches dre to approre
of the said sentence, by withdrawing from the
communion of the Pastor and ehurch which se
refuseth to be healed: Rom, xvi, 17. Ma
xviiiy 15, 16, 17, by proportios, Gal.ii, 11 to
}4. 11 Thel& iii’ 6y L4,

. VII. Thatin case any difficulties shal} ariee
in any of the churches in this colony, whici

\
]
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-annot be issued without considerable disquiet,
Xaat church in which they arise (or that minis-
ter, or member aggrieved by them,) shall apply
;hemselves to the councjlofthe consociated chur-
ches of. the circuit, to which the said church
selongs, who, if they see cause, shall thereupon
:onvene, hear and determine sych cases of
Tifficulty, unless the matter brought before
them, shall be judged so great in the nature of
it, or sp doubtful in the issue, or of such gen-
eral concern, that the said council shall judge
best that it be referred to a fuller council, con-
sisting of the churches of the other consocia-
tion within the same county, (or of the next.ad-
joining consociation of another county, if there -
be fiot two consaciations in the county where
the dificnlty ariseth) who together with them-
selves shall hear, judge, determine and finally
issue such case according to the word of God.
Pro. xi, 14. 1 Car. xiv, &5, and xiv, 24 by pro-
portioa.

V1T, That a particular church, in which
any difficulty doth, urise, may, if they see cause,
call a council of the consociated churches of
the cireuit, to which the said church belongs,
hefore they proceed to sentence therein, but
there is not the same liberty to an. offending
brother to call the said council, before the
chureh to which he belongs proceed to excom-
wmunication in the said case, unless with the con-

L. -
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sent of the church. Acts xv, 2. Mat. xviii, 15,
16, 17, :

IX. That all the churches of the respect.
ive consociations shall chuse, if they see cause,
one or two members of each church, to repre-
sent them in the councils of the said churches,
as occasion may call for them, who sha]l stand,
in that capacity, till new be chosen for the same!
service, unless any church shall incline to chus
their messengers anew, upon the convening of
such councils, Acts xv, 2, 4. II Cor vili, 23,

X. That the minister or ministers of the
county towns, and where there are no minis-
ters in such towns the two next ministers to the
said town, shall as soon as conveniently may be,
appoint a time and place, for the meeting of the|
Elders and messengers of the churches in the
said county, in dtder %o their forming them.
selves into one or more consociations and notify|
the said time and place to the Elders and chur-
ches of that county, who shall attend at the
- .same, the Elders in their own persons, and
the churches.by their messengers, if they see
cause to send them. - Which Elders.and mes-
sengers seamembled in council, as also’ any
other council hereby allowed of, shall have pow-
er to adjourn themselves as need shall be, for
the space of one year, after the beginning or
first session of the said council, andno longer.
And that minister who was chosen at the last

\
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session of any council, to be moderator, shall
with the advice and consent of two more Elders
‘or in case of the moderators death, any two
Elders of the same consociation) call another
ouhcil within the circuit, when they shall judge
there is need thereof. And all councils may
prescribe rules as occasion may require, and
rhutsoever they shall judge needful within their
drcuit, for the well performing, and orderly
mapaging their several Acts, to be attended
5y them or matters that come under their cog-
lizance. Phil. ivo 8. 1 Cor. xiv, 40. Phﬂ. iii,
1§y 16. Rom, xiv, 3, 3.

XI. That if any person or persons orderly
tomplained of to a council, or that are witnes-
ws to such complaints, (having regular noti-
fication to appear) shall refuse or neglect so to
lo,in the place, and at the time specified in the
marning given, exceptthey or he give some
ntisfying reason thereof to the said council,
they shall be judged guilty of scanidalous con-
tempt. Col. iiy 5. Heb. xiii, 17. I Thess. v,
‘40 N

XII. That the teaching Elders of each coun«
¥y shall be one association (or more if they see
:ause) which association or associations aball
usemble twice a year at least, at such time and
place as they shall appoint, to consult the du-
ties of their office, and the common interest of
the churches, who shall consider and resolve
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Huéstions and cases of imiportanoe'which- M
be off:red by ity among themselves, or others,
who also sliall have power of exemining and
recomménding the candidutes of the ministry
to the work thereof. Psal. cxxxiii, 1.  Aets,
xx, 7,28 to 82. Mal,ii, 7. Mat.v, 14. Desut.
‘&vii, 8,9, 10. 1 Tims #, 82, 1l Tim. ii, 18« §
Tim. iii, 6, 10. Rom.x, 15. I Tim.iv, 14, |

XIII. That the said associated pastors shall
take notice of any antohg themselves, that may|
be accused of scandal, br heresy unto, or cog-
nisable by them, examine the matter carefuly
and if they find just occasion shall direct to the
calling of the vouncily where such offenders
shall be duly proceeded against. Lev. xix, 17\
ICor. v, 6. Tit. iii, 10, 11. Isa. lii, 11. Mal. i
3. Tits i; 6 tv 9. Deut: xiii, 14. III John 9, 10,
Rév. iiy 14, 15. 1 Tim. i, 20, and iv, 14,

XIV. That the said aesvtiated pastorsshall al
g0 be consulted by bereaved churches, belongin
to their association atl recominend tosuchch
ches, such persons as may be fit to be called
settled in the work of the gospel ministry amon
them. And if such bereaved thurches sh
not seasonably call and settle a minister amon
them, the said associated pastors shall lay th
state of such bereaved churches before the Ge
neral Assembly of this colony, that they ma
take 8uch order concerning them, as shall
found necessary for their peace and edification

| |
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1X €or. xi, 28. Phil. ii, 19, 30,21. II Tim. i,
18 Tit. i, 6 to 10. Isa. xlix, 23.

XV, ‘That it be recommended as expedient,
that all the associations of this colony do meet
s a general association by their respective del-
-egates, one or more out of each association
once a year, the first meeting to be at Hartford
at the time of the general election next
enisuing the date hereof, and so annually in all
the counties successively, at such time and
place, as they the said delegates shall in their
wsanual meetings appoint.  Heb. xiii, 1.

FANIS,






APPENDIX

THE following extract from the Rev. Dr. Trum-
bull’s History of Cennecticut will afford saizs-
Jactery information concerning the merhod in
whick the Confession of Faith, &¢. wae inrro-
duced and established in the Churches of Christ
#n this State.

T a meeting of the trustees, at Guilford,
March 17th, 1703, they wrate a circular
Jetter to the ministers. proposing * te have a
“ general synod of all the churches inthe colony
“ of Cunnecticut, to give their joint consent to
“the confession of faith, after the example of
“the synod in Boston, in 1680.” As this pro-
posal was universally acceptable, the churches
and ministers of the several counties met in a
consociated council, and gave their assent to
the’ Westminster and Savoy confessions of fuith.
It scems, that they also drew up certain rules
of etclesiastical union in discipline, asprepar-
atory to a general synod, which they had stit
in contemplation,
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Tae Cam‘n‘idge ‘platform, which, for abont
sixty years, had been the general plan of disci-
pline and church fellowship in- New-England,
made no provision for the genmeral meeting of
ministers, or for their union in associations or
consociations, yet, at an early period, they had
a general m’eeting, both .in Connecticut and|
Massachusetts, and began to form into agsoci-
ations. Their annual meetings were at the
times of the general -election at Boston and
Hartford. At this time, they had handsome en-
-tertainments made for them at the publick es-
pense.  In these general meetings, they went
into consultations respecting the general wel-
fare of the churches, the supplying them with
ministers, providing for their stated enjoyment
of divine ordinances, and the preservation of
their peace and order. The general interess |
of literature were, consulted and advice given |
in cases in which it was requisite. Sometimes
measures were adopted to assist the poor and
afflicted, in particular instances of distress.
“The affair of civilizing and christianizing the
Indians came under their serious deliberatis |
ons. Sometimes they consulted measures, and |
gave general directions respecting candidates
for the ministry, and the orderly maoner’df
..introducing them into the churches, |

Tux ministers dfparticular neighbourhnads,
in various parts of the country, held frequent
meetings, for their mutual assistance,.and f

P
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iststruct and advise the churches dnd people as
circumstances required. This particularly was
the practice in Connecticut.

Taz venerable Mr. Hooker was a great
fitiend to the meeting and consociation of min-
isters and churches, as a grand mean of pro-
mHoting purity, union, and brotherly affection,
a the ministers and churches. Duing
His life the ministers, in the vicinity of Hart-
ford, had frequent meetings at his house. A-
beut a week before his death, he observed, with
great earnestiess, * We must agree upon con-
‘~ stant meetings of ministers, and settle the
% consociation of churches, or else we are un-
“ done.” Soon after his decease, ministers, in
various parts of New-England, and especially
in Connecticut, began to establish constant
meetings, or associations, in particular vicini-
ties, and agreed on the business to be done,
and the manner in which theggvould proceed.

Tuer did not however adopt the same
mode. Some of the meetings, or associations,
fasted and prayed, and discussed questions of
importance for mutual instruction and edifica-
tion. A moderator was chosen to conduct the
RQusiness of the wneetings with order and de-
cency, to receive all communications which
might be made from the churches, or other
similar meetings, and to call the associated
brethren together on particular emergencies.
These meetings were always opened and con-
taded with prayer.
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. Semr of the associations were very formal

and particular in covenanting together, in fix-
inyg the business which should be transacted

by them. They -covenanted to submit to the

counsels, reproofs, and censures of the assotis
ted brotherhood ; and that they would not for- |
sake the association, nor neglect the appointed |
meetings, without sufficient reasons. They en- |
gaged, thatin the meetings they would dibate |
questions immediately respecting themselves :
*and their conduct : That they would hear and |
consider all cases proposed to them from |

neighbouring churches or individuals ; suswer
letters directed to them from-paiticular church- |
es or persons ; and discuss any questian, which |
hid been proposed at a preceding meetiog |
In some of these associations, it was agreedto |
meet statedly once in six weeks or two months.* |
As the design was for their own mutual im.
provement and the arlvancement of christiani-
1y in general, associations attended a lec- |
ture in the parishes in which they convened for |
‘the instruction and edification of the people. In |
Connecticut, after the resolution of the assem-
bly, in 1680, the ministers had county meet- |
ings every week. ' i
Bur these associations and meetings wefe |
-merely voluntary, countenanced by no ecelesi- |
- astical constitution, attended only by such min- |
isters, in one place and another, as were willing |

b M.agnalia B. V. p. 58,
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to associate, and could bind none but them.
selves. The churches might advise with them
ifthey chose it, or neglect it at pleasure. There
was no regular way of introducing candidates
to the improvement of the churches, by the
general consent either of themselves or the
ciders. When&hey had finished their collegi-
ate studies, if they imagined themselves quali-
fied, and could find some fiiendly gentleman in
the ministry to introduce them, they began to
preach without an examination or recommend-
ation from any body of ministers or churches.
If they studied a time with any particular min-
ister or ministers, after they had received the
honours of college, that minister, or those min-
isters introduced them into the pulpit at plea-
sure, without the general consent and approba«
tion of their brethren. Many judgeq this to be
too foose a practice, in a matter of such im-
mense importance to the divine honour, the
reputation of the ministry, and the peace and
edification of the churches. Degrees at college
were esteemed no sufficient evidence of men’s
piety, knowledge of theology, or ministerial
gifts and qualifications.

Besinks, it was generally conceded, that the
state of the churclies was lamentable, with re-
spect to their general order, government, and
diseipline. That for the want of a more general
and energetick government, many churches ran
intb confusion ; that councils were not suffici-
ent to relieve the apgricved and restore peaces.
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As there wasno general rule for the calling of
councils, council was call:d against council, sad|
opposite results were given upon the same
cases, to the reproach of councils and the|
wounding of religion. Aggrieved churches and
brethren were discouraged, as in this way their|
case seemed to be without semedy. There
was no such thing, in this way, as bnngmm
their difficulties to a final issue.*

For the relieving of these mcqnvemem:sn
there were many, in the New-England church-|
es, not only among the clergy but other gen-|
tlemen of principle, characters who carnestly|
wished for a nearer union among the chyrches.|
A great majority of the legnslalure and clergyw
in Connecticut wege for the association of min-|
isters and the consociation of churches. The|
synod, in }.662, had glven their opinion fully in
favour of the consociution of churches.. ‘The|
headsof agreement drawn up and assentcdlo]
by the united ministers, in England, call
presbyterian and congregational, in 1692, ha
made their appearance on this side of the At
lantic ; and, in general, were highly approved
The VIL article of agreement, under the
of the ministry makes express provision for th
regular introduction of candidates for the min4
istry. The united brethren say, ¢ It is expe
dient, that ¢ they who enter on the work
";2W|se’s vindication, p 165--Boston edmon!
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hing the gospel, be not only (aalified
the commaunion of saints ; but alse, that
in cases extraordinary, they give proof
of their gifts and fitness for the said work, -
unto .the pastors of the churches of known -
abilities todiscern and judge of their qualifi-
cations ; that they may be sent forth with:
soleman approbation and prayer ; which we
judge needful, that no doubt may remain
concerning their being called unto the work ;-
and for preventing, as much as in us lieth,:
ignoraot and rash intruders.” In these arti-
cles, it is also agreed, that in se great and -
weighty a matter as the calling and choosing
a pastor, we judge it ordinarily requisite, that -
every such church consult and advise with the -
pastors of the neighbouring congregations.
In%this state of the churches, the legishature
assed an act, at their session in May 1708, re-
viring the winisters and churches to wmeet
nd form an ecclesiastical constitution. The-
pprehensions and wishes of the assembly will,
1the best mannner, be discovered by their own -
t, which is in the words following.
“ This assembly from their own observation, -
snd the complaint of muny others, being made
sensible of the defects of the discipline of the
churches of this- government, arising from
the want of a more explicit asserting of the -
rules given for that end mthe holy scriptures;
from which would arise a permanent estab-
lishment among ours&ves, a good and regular

al
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@ jssue in cases subject to ecclesiastical discip-
¢ line, glory to CurisT, our head, and ¢difiga:
¢ tion to his members ; hath seen fit to- ordain
“ and require, and it is by the authority of the
% samc ordained and required, that the minis:
& ters of the several counties in this gover-
¢ ment shall meet together, at their respectivd
¢ county towns, with such messengers as -the
¢ churches, to which they belong, shall see
¢t cause to send with them, on the last Moodsy
® in June next ; there to consider and agre
¢ upon those methods and rules for the man
¢« agement of ecclesiastical discipline, which by
¢ them shall be judged agreeable and conforms
“ able to the word of Gob, and shall at th
. % game meeting appoint two or more of theit
 pumber to be their delegates, who shall sl
¢ meet together at Saybrook, at the nextcom:
« mencement to be held there ; where they shsl

' . “compare the results of the ministers of th¢

¢ geveral-counties, and out of and from them
“to draw & form of ecclesiastical discipline
« which, by two or more persons delcgatedbi
¢ them, shall be offered to this court at thei
# gession, at New-Haven, ig - October next) L
“ be considered of and confirmed by them : A
& the expense of the shove mentioned meeting!
“ whall be dufrayed out of the pubhek trmu?!
% of this colony.” 3
% A true copy of the record,
% Testt. ELEAZER KiMBERLY, Sec'rv
ACCORDING to the act of assembly, the mit
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sters and churches of the several counties con-
raped, at the time appointed, and made their
~empective draughts for discipline, and chose
Jagir delegates for the general meeting at Say-
ook in September.

_“TuE ministers and messengers chosen for
Jbda council and its resujt will appear from their
nisutes. o

+AT a meeting of delegates from the councils
»f .the several counties of Connecticut colony,
n;New-Englund in America, at Saybrook Sept.

¢th, 1708.
s PRESENT,
From the council in Hartford county.
The Rev. Messrs. Timorhy Woodbridge, Noa-
#Hah Russell, Stephen Mizx.
Messenger—John. Haynes, Esquire.
From the council in Faiifield county.
The Rev. Messrs. Charles Chauncey, Johp
Davenfiort. . )
Messenger—Deacon Samuel, Hoit.
From the council in New-London county.
. .FHe  Rev. Messrs. James Noyes. Thomas
Puckingham, Moses Noyes, John Woodward.
- .Messengers— Rober¢ Chapiman, Deacon Wil
kam. Parker. .
. From the council of New-Haven county.
The. Rev.. Messrs. Samuel Andrew, James -
Pierpont, Samuel Russel.
4 TuE Rev. James Noyesand Thomas Buck-
ingham being chosen moderatorss. The Rev.
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Stephen Mix and Joha Woodward being ae
‘sen scribes.
“ In compliance with an order of the gener
‘al assembly, May 13th, 1708, after humble ad
dresses to the throne of grace for the divine
- presence, assistance, and blessing upoa uy
‘having our eyes upen the word of Gob, and the
constitution of our churches, WE agree thl
the confession of faith owned and assentedfun-
to by the elders and’ messengers assembled 2l
Boston, in New-England May 18th, 1680, be:
~ing the second session of that synod, be nmlr
mended to the honourable general assemhly
- this colony, at the next session, for their pnbhck
testimony thereunto, as the Fairs of the clmr-
ches of - this colony.’"®
AT a general court holded at New—Havelu
October 1708.
¢ TrE reverend ministers, delegates fnm
% the elders and messengers of this govem
¢ ment, met at Saybrook September 9th 1704
& having presented tothis assembly a Confession
“ of Faith, and Heads of Agreement, and rep
% ulations in the administratiom.of church div
¢ cipline, as unanimously agreed and constntd
“ ed to by the elders and churches in this
% ernment ; this assembly doth declare t.heu4
 great approbanon of such an happy agre:
*TFhis was the Savoy confession Wwith some
~ small alterations.
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E ment, and do ordain, that all the churchea
Mwithin this government, that are, or shall be,
® thus united in doctrine, worship,- angd disci-
* pline be, and for the future sholl be owned
“ and acknowledged csteblised by law-; proe
% provided olways, that nothing hercin shall
¥ be intended or construed to hinder or prevent
% #ny society or church, that is or shall be al.
# Jowed by the laws of this government, who
‘¢ soberly .diffcr or dissent from the united
“ churches hereby established, from exercising
¢ worship and discipline, in tHeir own way, ac-
% cording to their consciences.”

¢ A true copy, Test.

ELEAZAR KIMBERLY, Secretary.”.




- CONSTITUTION,
OF THE CONNECTICUT MISSIONA!,!
SOCIETY.

: -[Wm! in October, 1802.]

Ty HIS society shall be known by
Article 1. T the name of th MEsséonary
Saciety of Connecticut.

Art. 2. The General Association of the
state of Connecncut, shall be the said Missioa-
ary Society.

Art. 3. The general association shall annual-
ly by ballot, appoint twelve trustees, whereof
six shall be clergymen, and six shall be breth-
ren of the churches, who shall conduct the be-
siness of the society in the manner hereafter
described.

Art. 4. The object of this society shall be
to christianize the heathen in North Americe,

_and to support and promote christian knawl-
edge in the new settlements within the United
States, and both shall be pursuyed as circum.
stances shail point out, and as the trustees une
der the superintendance of the general associa-
tion shall direct.

Art. 5. The general association and the
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tstees shall adopt such measures from time
time for raising funds as they shall judge ex-

die“to N N

Art. 6. The trustees shall have power to .

i tireunds of the society according to their
scretion, in all cases i which they ‘shall not
limited by the general association, or by the
nors. They shall correspond with other mis.
mary societies, shall have power to appoint
d dismiss missionaries, to pay them, and ge-
rally to transact ail business necessary to at-
n'the ends of the society ; and shall be paid
elr-necessary expences, but nothjng for their
rvices.

Art. 7. The trustees shall annually appoint
secretary, who shall keep a fair account of
tir proceedings. They shall also appoint a
afrman, who, with four of the trustees, shalt
S quorum to transact business, or if the sta-

4 chairman shall not be present, any seven of

e trustees shall be a quorum.

Att. 8. ‘The ¢hairman shall have power to
1l a meeting of the trastees at his discretion,
'letters left with them, or at the houses of
tir residence ; and it shall be his duty to call
ich meeting whenever requested by two of the
ustees ; and in case of the death of the chair-
an, or of his absence from the state, any two
ustees are hereby em powered to call a meet-

‘g. ) )
Art. 9. The general association shall annu-
ly appaoint a treasurer and auditor of accounts}
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and the treasurer shall exhibit beth to the gen
eral association, snd to the trustecd, the state o
the treasury, whenever he shall be called upot
for that purpose.
" Art. 10. The trustees shall anouslly exhibi
Yo the general association, a particular accounl
of the missionaries employed by them, of pla
ces to which they are seit-; of thes missions |
of the state of the funds, of the receipts and exi
penditures ; and of whatever relating to q:uum
stitution the general association shall re

Art. 11, The trustees and al{‘tbe o rsol
this socic.ty shall enter on their respective off
ces oa the first Wednesday of Sepr'ember «nme
‘ally ; and shall continuc in office for one year. !

Art. 13. The trustees shall hold their fi
mecting at the state house in Hartford on
first Wednesday of September next, at 1t o
clock, A. M. and in every year thereafter, &:{
shull meet at the same time and place,
otherwise ordered by the general associations

Art. 13. If on experience, it shall be f
necessary to alter this constitution, an_ alteri
tion may be made by the general association &
their stated session ; but not without having
been drawn up in writing and lying under con
sideration one year ; nor unless at “least
thirds of the general association shall adopt

alteration.

* At the meeting of the General Assaciation
18 12, the word .duguat was substituted for Sdu
tember.



THE FOLLOWING

" SYSTEM OF RULES

Zor the regulation of busincss defore the ('mern-!
Association of the Sta'e of Cunnecticut, was a-
dofited and ordered to be firinted and sent
the Pustors of ihe seyeral assotiated Churches
in, the Suwate.

\

HE Minister at whose house the Asso-
ciation is to meet, when the hour of
meeting is come, provided a m=:jority of the
members be present, shall call them to order,
and call for, receive and count the ballots for a
scribe, anddeclare the person chasen. Ifthere
be not a majority present, he shall wait one hour
and-then proceed.

3. The person chosen scribe shall call Ton
teceive and count the balléts for a modefator,
and declore the person chosen.

3. The moderator shall take the chair and
direct the members to ballet for an assistant
|cnbe. .

4. The moderator, after the certificates of
membership are read, shall open the &ssocla-
ation with prayer ; he shall alsoopen and close
the association, each day, with prayer, except
at the termination of the session, at which time
he may request some other person to pray.

5. As soon as the association is opened a
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committee nf overtures shall be chosen to pre-
pare business for the sssnciation. .

6. Evecry morming and afiernoon, at the nmq
to which the associ ition is adjourned, the mod
erator sh 1l tuke the chair, and the scan ’
call over the roll of the members ;' Thase xho
are tardy shall be called to give a reuon g
their delay.

7. No member shall withdraw from thgbo
dy until the close of the session, - without leave
of absence first obtained from the moderator. |

8. Afier the association is opened in

morning by prayer, the minutes of the pce
ding day shall be read by the scribe.

9. The Moderator shall prescrve orderand,
decorum in the body ; and when he speaks to
the merits of any question, he shall leave
chair and address himself 1o the Scribe. . |

10, Every member when h: wishes to speak
shall address the Moderator.

. 11. No membeg, shall speak more tnan|
twice to the merite of the questinn in debate
except by speci -1 permission of the body.; not
more than once until every member cboosmglq
spe 'k shall have spoken.

12 Every motion, except for od]ournmcn
shall be reduced to writing, if the Modenstorl

or-any two members desire it.

13. When a question is under deb: te, no.
motion shall be made except for amendmem—‘
or the previous question==to postpone-or for
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1 ‘adjournment. The previous question 18,
Rt the main question now be put ?

't4. No motion, except for reconsideration,
Ml be acted upon until seconded.

'fs. ‘When any member, in debating or other-
e, shall transgress the rules of the body,
€ Moderator shall, by his own authority, or
the request of any member, call him to or-
irs and if a quesuon shall arise concerning
8 being in order it shull be decided by an ap-
il to the body.

16. When two or more rise at once, the
loderator shall name the member who is first

1 speak.

I7. Whilst the Moderator is putting any
testion, or addressing the body, no one shall
alk out of or across the house ; nor, in such
ise, or when a member is speakmg, shall en-
irtain private discourse, or'read any printed
%k or paper ; nor whilst a member is speak-
igy shall pass between him and the chair.

18. No motion, committed to writing, shall be
nally decided upon, until it shall have had
wee several readings, if any member require

19. 1Incases of equal divisions of  votes,
fe moderator shall have a casting vote.

20, 1If three or more members object a-
Ainst the appointment of a committee by no-
mxnat:on, the committee shall be’ chosen by
allot.

21. The moderator shall continue in office
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uniil the next annual meeting of the gever(
association, and shall have power, upon the
plication of any district association, to con
the general association, and likewise, in case
necessity, to. alter the appointed place of apm
 al meeting ; of both which be shall give
lick notice in such papers published in H
ford, New-Haven, and New-London as he shal
judge to have the most extensive cjirculation.

22. These rules and onders shall be read
the opening of every session of the associati
and shall be in force during the pleasure of th
body, any rules to the contrury, pmw
made, notwithstanding.
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