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ADVERTISEMENT:

NOTWITHSTANDING the utmoft care has been

taken to render this little performance as accurate
as poffible, yet a few literal errors, have through ¢he
hurry of the Pnnter, efcaped notice, particular in the
Preface, by omitting two or three words : Thefe over-
fights, and being too brief in the abftra& from Mt.
RoGErs’s Notes on fome particular Articles, viz.
Xth, XIIth, and XVlIth, has excited the remarks of a
very fevere Critick,'a Gofpel Minifter, who never-
thelefs moft generoufly acknowledges that the whole
of this performance, appears, fays he, ¢ to be drawn
¢ up and publithed, with an execedmg good defign :
““And that, (notwithftanding its defe@ivenefs) it
*¢ contains many valuable paffages, and may be not all-
i together unufeful.”

*.* Several of thefé literal errors the Editor has
corre&ed with his pen, and others with more accuracy.
Alfo an appendex to fupply the deficientcy above
noticed, with fome other additions, ‘will be fpeedy
addedy which may be had fingly,



TH'E
E D I_ T O R
TO THE | |

R E A D E R

M ANY attempts having been. made by
/A men of corrupt minds (particularly Arians,
Socinsans, {5¢.) to fubvert and overthrow the found
- Doétrine of our Church of England, 28 con-
tained -in her Articles and Creeds ; it is therefore
incumbent upon every true Minifter and Mem-
ber of our Church te ufe their utmoft endeavour,
-and the ability which God has given them, to op-
pofe, and, if poffible, confute the errors of fuch
men,—but more efpecially to ftrengthen and fup-
port the Truth, by the authority ot the Word of
.God, which is rbe Sward of the Spirit.

A Commentary, or Notes on the 39 Articles,
with many rare citations, both from God’s Word,
and- the teftimonies of the Prithitive Fathers (writ-
-ten by the Rev. Tho. Rogers, Minifter of Hornenger,
near Bsry, Suffclk, and firft publithed by him in
the reign of K. Fames), having fallen into my
hands, I have perufed it thoroughly -and auen-
tively, comparing fcripture with igripture, to my
own great fatisfaCtion and comfort: and by the
advice and defire of fome fpiritual friends, zea-
lous for God’s caufe and glory, an. abftrat has
a -ookeeny
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been, with great accuracy, drawn from it; care-
fully compared with the holy fcriptures, and fome
late commentaries on the 39 Articles : ‘which the
Editor humbly hopes will meet with a kind recep-
tion among the well withers to our (now finking)
Church, and her moft excellent doctrine ; in op-
pofition to her numerous and inveterate enemies,
who are ftriving all they can to fap and overthrow
it. - ~
Indeed much has been faid already on this head,
and much more may yet be advanced by men of
learning : but my chief defign in this undertaking,
is, (that it may come at an eafy price to common
people) to fay no more than what is barely fuf-
ficient to explain each part of the Articles; and
then more fully to prove the do(trine they main-
tain, by the Word of God, the holy Scripture,
together with..the authority of the' primitive Fa-
thers, &c. (many of whom fealed the truth with
their own blood). Chiefly for the ufe of fuch as
take pleafure in reading .amd fearching the holy
-Scriptures, to the edifying of their Souls, and the
increafe of their Faith in Chrift Jefus; a moft
profitable exercife, in which we are frequently re-
commended, by an eminent Gofpel minifter of this
City, to invoke the affiftance of, the holy-Spirit,
to - enlighteri and open the eyes of our unde: ftand-
ing, that wé may underft:nd the Scripture by the
infpiration of Him, who'is the beft and only in=-
terpreter thereof. - ‘ Coe
Mr. Rogers, in his Introduéion, has taken nd-

tice of the.indefatigable labours of fome of our -

moft*worthy and learned Archbithops, Bithops,
ard other bold Champions for God, and the'caufe

of our-holy Religion, who fpared no pains nofla-

"bour:ta bring about zhd eftablifh the feme on a

ftrong and ture foundation, againft- witich - rhe
gates of Hell fhall not prevail—A mongft:which
R ‘learned
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dearned divines of this country may be reckoned
Abp. Cranmer, Bp. Parkburfi, Mr. Latimer, {\bp.
Parker, Bp. Grindal, Abp. Whitgift, Bp. Ridleys
.and Mr. Gualter, with many others equally cele-
brated for their piety and abilities ; who affem-
bled and met together at, two Convocations held
firft in the year of our Lord 1562, and again in
the reign of our-late moft gracious Majefty Queen
EvL1zaBETH in 1571, and again in 1604, and by
divine providence they have continued (tho® often
fhaken) unto this day : May the Lord ftill con-
tihue them, to his glory, and to the good of his,
Church and people. , ‘
."Mr. Rogers has likewife taken much pains to
collet together the names of all the particular
rfons, lects, and denominations, who at firft op-
sfed and denied thofe Articles: a few of them I
1ay occafionally mention, but their names are of
16 ufe tous : we have enough well known among
us now, to fight dgainft: may the God of all
power give us ftrength ‘and courage to do it, to
His Honor "and Glory, through Jetus Chrift our

Lord. Amen.
'#.* As an eminent Gofpel Minifter of this |
. City has Jately enforced upon his hearers, the

- reading the—39 Aurticles, I would therefore
"+ ‘exhort every one attentively to read the Ar-
" ticles_firft, before they confult thefe Notes
.._and Obfervations upon them,

The ,Epstor.
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_ A SHORT SCRIPTURAL
EXPLICAFION
OF THE

;Thirt'y-nine ARTICLES, &c.

Art. I.  Of Faith in the Holy Trinity.
HERE is but one living and true God, ever-
_ lafting, without body, parts, or paffions; of

infinite power; wifdom, and goodnefs; the Maker
and Preferver of all things both vifible and invifible.
And in unity of this Godhead there be three Perfons,

of one fubftance, power, and- eternity ; the Father,
the Son, and the Haly Ghoft.

But ome living and true God.] ¢ That there is fuoch a Being,
¢¢ which we in Englifh call God, (Heb. Elohnm) is manifeft from
«¢ the order of caufes; which mauft derive its Ol‘lgjl'l from fome
firft felf exiftent caufe. From the very idea of notion of a
God, which implies in itfelf a neceffary exiftence, From the
origin and goverment of the world. Tbe beavens and the carth,
&c. which all declare bis glar), Pfal, xix. 1, 4, and from con-
fent of all nations, people and languages. The prophecies
¢ and miracles, both of the Old and New Teflament ; and like-
¢ wifle the witnefles of the apoftles, and all the Primitive Fa.
~ « thers, together with many other holy and learned men who-all
«¢ agree, There is but one living and true God.” And this is clear-
ly proved from the following Texts of Scriptare: 1. God faid
-unto Mofes, 1.AM that 1 AM, Exod. iii. 14, And thou fhalt
bavve none other gods but me. Exod. xx. 3. Deut. xxxii. 39. The
Lord our God is one Lord, Deut. vi. 4. And there is mone other
God befide Febovab,” Deut. iv. 35. lfa. xliv. 6.— xlv. g, €.
Sec alfo, 1 Cor. viii. 4, 6. There is but one God, the Father, of
avbom are all things, and Eph. iv. 6.—~Tbe living God. z Cor,
vi. 16, The true God. Pfal. lax:wv. 2. 3 Chron, xv. 3. Jer. x.

\ A " 10.
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2 EXPICATION ofF THE

Y0.  And this ((aiths&e. John) is life eternal, that they might bnows
tbee the only true God. Jobn xvii, 3. apd 1 Thefl. i. g.

Ewerlafling.] «¢ He is. the everlafting God, Gen. xxi. 33. Ifa.
¢ Ix. 28, without beginning, without end.” From everlafting to
everlatting, thou art God, Pfal. xli. 13. xc. 2. xciii. 2. And
everlafting King, Jer. x. 10. wbo only bath immortaliy, Heb, i,
8, 12, 1 Tim. vi. 16. The Hlpba and the Omega ; the beginning and
2be ending, of all Things. Rev. i, 4, 11. And therefore (as St. Paul
faith) He that cometh unto God, muft beliewe that beis, Heb., xi. 6. The
Almighty, Eternal, Invifible felf-exiftent Febowab, .God Almighty,
awbich was, and is, and is to come, 1 Tim. i. 17. Rev. iv. 8. .

Without Body] As relative to God the Father, this is undoubted-
ly true: ¢ For the form or thape of God is ineffable and inexpref-
¥ fible, and cannot be feen with our bodily eyes.” Ged isa
Spirit, faith our Lord, awbom mo man bath feen, or can fet, for a
Jpirit bath no body or flefl, fee Johp i, 18. iv. 24. Luke xxiv,
39. and 1 Tim. vi, 16, -~

Parts or Paffions, &c.) Impertibilis, Lat. That is incapable of
being divided : or paffions, as we in Englith exprefs it ; though
the fcripture indeed (in condefcenfion to our weak capacities)
feems to attribute unto God thofe members, as Eyes, Ears, Hands,
&c. Alfo Love, anger, hatred, &c, For 'tis faid, That God is
angry with the wicked every day, Plal. vil. 11. Gad was angty
with Mpfes and Aarom, Deut. ix. 0. but all this is only
fpoken to come down to man’s weaknefs, and to his bet:er under-
fanding the wonderful works of God, For God is a moft fimple
eflence ; as by the name Jebowab, in Gen. xv. 7. Amos ix. g,
not fubjeft to paflions as man, fee A&ls xiv. 14. But immutable,
always infinitely happy, admitting of no change, &¢. Pfal. cii.
26; 27. and Jam. i. 7. ‘

OF iufinite power, wifdom, aud goodnsfs,] 1}, * Hjs power,”
all power belongeth unto God, Pfal, Ixii. 11. with God all things
are poflible, Matt., xix. 26, All things are prefent before him,
~By. the Word of his power, (faith St. Clement) were all things
made, and by a word he can deftroy them ; for he is God Almighty.
Gen, xxxiv. 11, He can do every thing, faith Job,  He killeth, agd
be maketh alive, Job xlii. z. Plal. cxv. 3. But be is good to all,
and bis merey is aver all bis works, Plal, cxlv. 7, 9. Matt. xix.
€6. Mark x. 10, Luke xviii. 19, Seeallo Scorr’s Chyiftian
Life, 2d part, 242, Rev, Mp, Romaine’s £irft difcourfe op the

ppofties Creed, Tig




THIRTY-NINE ARTICLES. 3

The maker and preferver of all things.] ¢ That this World is
not eternal, neither did it arife by chance, is plain from fcripture.*®
The royal plalmift fays, By the awerd of the Lord, ie. Chrifts
suere the beavens made; and all the boft of them by the breath of bu
mouth, or fpirit. Plalm xxxiii. 6.

Again, ¢ In the begimning, (i. €. of time) God created the beavens
and the carth, the fea, &c. See Gen, i, 1, 4. Pfalm cxxiv. 8.
« cxxxiv. 4. snd cxlvi. 6. A8siv: z4.~=* The Fatber by the
¢ Som, or Word, made the avorlds :* aud by bim alone were all
things created. See 1 John i. 2. Col. i. 16, 17. Heb, i, 2. and
xi. 3. &c.

And in Unity of this Godbml, there b three Perfons, $c.]
This is that myflery of myfteries which the world, the carnal minded,
cannot fee, neither will they in any wife believe it; for as Ste
Paul declareth, 1 Cor. i. 21. The world by wifdem, (their own wife
dom) Anew not God. But every teachable willing mind, affifted by
divine grace, who carefully reads the holy fcriptures, may clearly
fee and diftinguifh a Trinity of Perfons in the facred Deity.~ln
the Old Teftament God is frequently ftiled Elbobim, which fignifies
plurality; as in Gen. i. 26. Let us make Mas in .oxr mage.
This plainly denotes a plurality of perfons, fee alfo Gen. iii. 1,
§» 13.—2 Sam, chap. vii; but in Ifa. chap. vi. 3. is a fironger
proof of a Trinity, where the Angels cried one to another with
adoration, Holy! Holy! Holy"! Lord God of Hofls 3 the Almighty,
Rev. iv. 8.—In the New Teftament nothing is more plain, At
the Baptifm of Chrift, was heard the Fashér’s voice; the Sow,
prefent in perfon ; and the Holy Gboft ‘defecending upon bim, Matt.
iii. 17. Marki. 10, And by the words of Chrift himfelf, in
bis promife to his difciples. See John chap. xiv. 26.~xv. 26,
See alfo A&s i. 4, 8. clearly proves a Trinity ; and St. John fays,
There be three that bear vecord in beaven, the Fatber, the Som, and
the Holy Ghoff ; and thefe three are ome, 1 Joha v. 7.—¢ In eflence
¢« one; yet in perfons three.”” (Nicene Creed) alfo St. Peter, 2
Pet. iv 17, 18. 21. and agaio our blefled Lord’s own words, when
be gave commandment that his gofpel fhould be preached to all
nations; faying, *¢ Go teach all mations,.and baptize them in the
Name of the Father, of the Son, and the Hdly Ghafty Mart. xxviii.
19. Alfo St. Pavl, Tde grace of the Lord Fefus Chrift, the low,
of Gody and the communion of the Holy Ghofty be awith you all. Amen.

As " 2 Cor,



4  EXPLICATION or the

2 Cor. laft chap. and verfe.—Thus faith Tertullian, ¢ It doth
¢« appear, that the Father, the Son, and the Holy, Ghoft, are
¢ Three Perfons, yet conflituted but one God in Effence.” ¢ He
« therefore that would be faved, maft thus think of the Trinity.”
Athanafius’s Creed.

See Ignatius, St. Cyprian, Fuftin Martyr, St. Bqﬂ, Theopbilus,
of Antioch. &c. See allo Stillingfleet on the Trinity, Pearfon on the
Creed, Hooper, Prideaux, Bp. Beveridge, Archdeacon Welchman,
and the Rev. Mr. Romaine, in his late Difcoarfes on the Creeds.

ArT. 1. Of the Word or Son of God, which was mada
. very Man.

HE Son, which is the Word of the Father,

begotten from everlafting of the Father, the
very and eternal God, and one fubftance with the
Father, took man’s nature in the womb of the blef.
fed virgin, of her fubftance: fo that two whole and
perfe& natures, that is to fay, the Godhead and
Manhood, were joined together in one Perfon, never
to be divided, whereof is one Chrift, very God, and
" very Man, who truly fuffered, was crucified dead and
buried, to reconcile his Father to us, and to be a
Sacrifice, not only for original guilt, but alfo for
attual fins of men.

‘The Som, &c.] The fecond perfon jn' the bleffed Trinity, is thag
very Word, which was declared by St. John, chap. i. faying, In
the beginning wwas the Word and the Word awas «with God, and 1by
Werd wvas God. "This is fpoken of Chrift, therefore Chrift is God ;
See alfo Ifa. ix. 6. Bogotten of the Father from everlafting ;
and therefore very God, See Pfal. ii. 7. Jobn i. 18. A&s xiii.
33. Heb. i, 5. John xvii. 3. Matt. i. 23. Fufin Martyr, faiths
¢ The word being the Firft-begotien of God, is alfo God.” So
fith Origin, Irnwu:, &c. Thus “ The Godhead of the Father,
s« of the Son, and of the Holy Ghoft, are all one, in power
¢ co-eternal together, and co-equal,” Arbanafi’s Creed.

) Very
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Very and eternal Gal] Not m’euphorlcany. but property fo
called, awho is over all, God bieffed for evermore. Amen. See Rom.-
ix. 5. Ifa. xl. 3. Hofea i. 7. John xx. 28. Again, Chrift
faith, 1 am ‘the firft and the laft, the Alpha and the Omega, the
beginning and end, Rev. xxii. 30. Again, I and my Fatber are one,
John x. 30. Col. ii. 19.—~And St. Peter with the reft boldly
declared, faying, Thou art Chrift the Son of the living God. Matt.
xvi. 16. and John vi. 69. ¢ The very word, the very trath, and
very life.”” Saith Origin.’

Chriff 100k Man’s nature, in the womb of the blefed wirgin.)
Therefore very man, according to God’s promife, The feed of
the woman, thall braife the ferpants head, (i. e. Satan), fe Gea.
iii. 15. alfo Gen. xlix. 10. Again, Bebold a virgin fball conceive
and bear a Sony Ya. viie 14o—dnd fhe was found awith Child of
¢be Holy Gbof?, Matt, i, 18. Luke i. 27. ¢ That ray of God,
¢ faith St. Cypriom, defcended into a virgin, and put on fleth by
¢ the operation of the Holy Ghoft.” Hence :he divine and hy.
man nature of Chrift were united together in one perfon according
to the holy fcriptures, never to be feparated. For the word was
made fofb and dwelt among us, and «we bebeld bis glory, faith the
evangelit, Jolnri.-14. ~Again, Chrif 1ok not on tim the sature
of angels, but be 100k on bim the feed of Abrabam, (accosding to the
fleth) *¢ that he might be 2 mercifol and a faithfal high priegt,
in things. pertaining unto God; to make reconciliation for the
fias of the people, Heb, ii. 16, 17. and to give his lifea ran-
fom for many,” 1 Tim. iii. 6. Eph, ii. 16. 17. As St. Peter
alfo hath declared, when the multitade (touched with a fenfe of

" their fins) cried out, Jaying, What fhall we do? He anfwered, and-

" faid, Belisveon the Lord Fefus Chrift, and ye fball be faved, See
A&s ii, 37. and xvi. 30, 31.—*¢ Therefore the true faith is,
that we believe and confefs, that our Lord Jefus Chrift, the Son of
God, by ineffable generation from eternity, is both God and
Man. Arban. Creed. See Heb. i. 5, 6. alfo Ifa. liii. 8.

Who truely fuffered.] *¢ According to the buman nature, for as
to the divine nature it was impoffible,” Matt. xxvii. (Clement of
Rome.) ‘That Chrift did truly fuffer in Body, Hunger, Thirfi, Paia,
&c. yet not for his own fins, for be knew no fin, neither was guile
Jound in lm mouth, 1 Pet. ii. 21. But for our fins, and our inie
quities awas be bruifed, faith the prophct Ifa. liii. 5. John iv. 9«
xix. 28, 29, Luke xix, 41, and Heb. ix. 25, 26. *¢ Chrift bled -

¢« and
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s¢ and fuffered all the wrath of God, s faith St. Clemest.” Again
¢ Chrilt gave his blood for us s his fleth for our fleth, and his foal
¢ for our fouls,” faith Ignatius.

He was crucified, dead, and buried. See John xix, 18, 20. Matt.
xxvii. 35—60. Luke xxiii. §3.] ¢ To reconcile his Father unto
%< us”, or rather, as St. Paol faith, o reconcile us (Gentiles as
well as Jews,) unto God, Rom. v. 10. 2 Cor. v. 18, 19. Eph.
ii. 16, 17. For be"gave bimfelf a ranfom for all Men, 1 Tim. ii.
6. 1 John ii. 2. Suffering for our fins, the juft for the unjufl, to
Bring us 1o God, Peter, 1 Ep. iii. 18. John i. 29. and’lfa. liii.
4> 5> 6. Surely, be bath borne our griefi and carried onr forrows—
« Thas it belioved Chrift to faffer, to take away or deftroy fin;
¢ pot only original guilt, butalfo the aual fins of all believers.”
For be made bimfelf to be fin _for us, who bimfelf kneaw no fin, that
awe might be made 1be righteoufuefs of God in bim, 2 Cor. v. 21.
See alfo AQs ix. To this gave all the prophets witnefs, and all
the Primitive Fathers, as Ignatius, Fuflin Martyr, Clemont of
Alexandra, St.'Cyprian, Origin, Tertullian, &c. &c. See alfo Bp,
Beweridgd's Comment, Pear/ox on the Creed, p. 364. the Rev,
Mr, Remaine in his 3d, 4th, and 5th difcourfes on the Creed.

Art. IIl.  Of the going down of Chrift into Hell.

S Chrift died for us, and was buried : fo alfo
it is to be believed that he went down into
Hell.

¢ That Chriff died for us, and was buried] has been fully
¢ proved in the foregoing article, from many texts of fcripture.’

¢ So alfo it is to be believed that he went down, or defcended into
¢ hell,” Eph. iv. 9. To this article moft of the ancient Fathers
have given their affent; fome fay for one thing, and fome for
another : I fhall cite a few of them here, Ignaius fays, ¢ Chrift
*¢ de’e:nded into hell alone, but that he afecnded with a multi-
¢ tude,” JIremeus faith, ¢ That Chrift was in the middle of the
¢ fhadow of Death, where the fouls of the dead are; then he
¢ rofe again with his body,” agreeable to the words of the royal
PlImif :—Tbou wilt not leave my Soul in belly (Hades, the place

2 of
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of the dead) wor fuffir thine Holy One to fee corruption,” Phal. xvi.
1o. This was fpoken of Chrift, as appears by 1 Cor. xv. 3,
4. and A&s ii. 27, 31. Allo Mhanafius, St. Ambrofe, St. Bafil,
St, Ferome, Fulgentins, and St. Augnfiine, all fay, < that the foul of ,
¢¢ Chrift was inthe place of hell.”’® St.Peter faith, ¢ Thar Chript
¢ fuffered for fins; being put to death in the flefb, but guickened by
< the Spirit ; By awbich alfo be went and preached unto the fPirits in
¢ prifom > awhich fome time avere difobedient 3 1 Pet. fii. 18, 19,
20. And again, that be loofed the pains of bell, or death; A&ts if, 24+
~Yet many of our modern divines are not fo well reconciled to this
article of Chrift going down into hell. Becagfe our Lord faid
unto the Thief on the Crofs {who confefled him to be the Son
of God,) To-day fbalt thou be with me in Paradifi, Luke xiif.
43. compare this with St. Paul’s words conoermng paradife,
2 Cor. xii. 4. and St. John’s revelation, chap. ii. 7. Then
Chrift’s Soul muft needs pafs through the regions of Hell, into
paradife ; or elfe through paradife into hell.—Bat, as an eminent -
and learned divine juftly obferved, in difcourfing on that ar-
ticle, ¢ Chrift entered immediately into Hell while he hung
*¢ on the Crofs; for he gave his foul an offering for fin, or as St,
¢ Peter affirms, Himfelf bare all our fins in bis own body om the
gree,” ¥ Pet. ii. 24. That he endured all the fiery wrath of
God, all the pain, all the agony, and curfe (reprefented by the
pains of hell,) which were due for our fins, both original and
‘aftual, for he trod the wine-prefs of God’s wrath alone, ¢ and
¢ drank up all the dregs of that bitter cap.” Seée Ifa. Ixiii. 3, 4.
Matt. xxvi. 38.—xxvii. 46. And baving fpoiled principalities and
wers, be made a fbew of them openly, triumphing over them, Col.
_il. 15. That all who believe in him, might be fet frce from all
the powers of fin, death, and hell, for ever and ever. Rom, v. 1,

2.—viii. 1, 2.
® Sce Bp. Beveredge's Comment,

Art. IV. Of the Refurreition of Chriff.

HRIST did truly rife again from death, and
took again his body, with flefh, bones, and
all things appertaining to the perfettion of man’s
' nature,
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matuse, wherewith he afcended into heaven, and
there fitteth uatil he return to judge all men at the
Iaft day. ~

Chrig &l.m;{yr(/i qau.] This is a moft bleﬂ'ed ‘trath, and
wezthy of all acceptation s—Thou awilt not lave my Soul in Hell,
faid David, ner fuffer thins Hely One to fse corruption, Plalm xvi. 10.
‘That Chrift did rife again from the dead with the fame body, is
fhewn by many plain texts of fcnpture. which were recorded for
she confirmation of our Faith, This our Lord himfelf had de-
clased to his difciples, Matf, xx. - 19. and to the Pharafees by the
fign of Jonah being three days and nights in the whale’s belly,
Sce alfo Hofea vi. 2. John.xx. 19g. Matt. xxviii. 6. A&s x.
43. And St. Paal boldly affirms, That he died and was buried,
and that be rofe again the third day according to the fcriptares;
and was feen of many brethren, befides all the Apofies. 1 Cor, '
XV, 49 52 6. A&s ix. 4o Col. i, 18.~Irencens faith, < Iknew
& him alive in the fleh, even after his refurre®ion, and I believe
# in him ; and when he came to thofe who were with Peter, he
« faid to them, Take hold on me; feel me, and fee that I am no
~ jmbodied fpirit.” So Tertuliian faith, ¢ Chrift rofe again in the
« fgbflance of the fleth, and fhewed his difciples, with Thomas,
s« the marks of the nails, and fpear, that they might believe,”
Luke xxiv. 38, 39. John xx. 1g.

« Andhaving taken again his own body,” e afcended into beaven,
wwbere be ww ﬁmtl: at the right band of God. Seé Pfalm cx. 1.
- {aiis 36, Mark xvi. 19. ¢ And he will come again,” faith
Bremaens, ¢ wnth the fame fleth- in which he fuffered on the
% crofs, at the Jaft day, to judge both the quick and’ the dead :»
fo faith Peter, AQsi. 11.—x. 41. Geod fhall judge the world in
sighteoufnefs by Jefus Chrift. A&s xvii. 31, 32. Rom. ii. 16,
Tim, iv. 1, 8. James v. 9. And e fbakl all appear before the
jvdgment feat of Chriff, Rom.’xiv. 1o, ¢ And then will he ren-
# der unto every man according to his works,” See Matt. xxv
23, 29, 30, 33=—46. 2 Cor. v. 10. And i1be wicked fball go
azvay into everlafling punifbment, bnt the righteous into life eternal,
Den. xii. 2. Johnv. 29. See alfo Sherlock on Judgment, and
Seutt’s Chriftian’s Life; alfo Mr. Romaine’s difcoure.

ART,
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Art. V. Of the Holy Ghof,

HE Holy Ghoft, proceeding from the Fa-

ther and the Son, is of one Subftance, Ma-
jefly, and Glory, with the Father, and the Son,
very and eternal Gode

The Holy Ghoff ] Many at this day, as well as in former times,
deny the power and Godhead of the Holy Ghoft. ¢¢ Yet no-
«thing lefs than the infinite power of God the Holy Ghoft,
¢ faith Bp. Beweridge, can convince mortals (who are loft in
¢ rebellion againft God) that there is any fuch Being as the
¢ Holy Ghoft.” That the Holy Ghoft is very and eternal God,
appears plainly from thofe many operations attributed to the
Holy Ghoft, or Holy Spirit, recorded in the fcriptares, as dif-
tin& from the Father, and the Son, yet of equal power, and eter-
nally proceeding from both. See Matt. x. 20, Rom, viii, 9, 11.
1 Cor. iii. 1%, Heb. ix. 14, Peter faith, that of old time the

_prophets, and all boly men of God, Jpake as they were moved by
the Holy Ghoft, 2 Pet. i, 21, The Spirit of God bath made me,
and the breath of 1he Almighty hath given me life,* Job xxxiii, 4.
Job received this knowledge by the influence of the Holy Ghotft.
See alfo Mark xii. 36.~xiii. 4, A&si. 16.~iv. 8. Ananias

~ and Sappbira are faid by Peter to lye againft God, the Holy

Glioft, A&s v, 3. again, the Holy' Ghott is called z4e Spirit of
Cbhrift,- 1 Pet. i. 11. and our blefled Lord promifed his difci-

ples, that he would fend the Holy Ghoft, avbo fbould teach
them all things, John xv. 26.—xvi. 14. and that he fhould
convipce the world of fin, &c. Joha'xvi. 8, 9. and make inter-

ceflion for the faints, Rom. viii. 26, 27.

Very and ¢ternal God.] This is evident, fince thofe things
are attributed ynto the Holy Ghoft, which cannot be afcribed
to any but God ; it neceflarily follows that the Holy Ghot is
alfo « very and eternal God,” equal ¢ with the Father and
¢ the Son.”” See 1 Cor. iii. 16, 17. Johni. 1. Pfal, civ. 30.
Atbanafian Creed. (The moft notorious oppofer of the God-

¢ head of the Holy Ghoft was Macedonius, of Conflantinople).

# Mr, Romaine’s 10th Difcoutfe on the Apofiles Creed.
Again
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Again the Holy Ghoft or Spirit of God was prefent, aflifting
at the creation of the world to give Life, Gen. i. 2.—ii. 7.
When God breathed into man’s face, or mofirils, the breath of life ;
by the Holy Spirit. Compare th's with Jobn iii. g, 6, 8. where
Chrik is fpeaking of a fecond refloring to fpiritual life, by
the Holy Spirit, which Adam, and we all in him, haye loft by
fin, Again, the Holy Ghoft effsfted the Inqarnaﬁon of Chiift,
Matt. i.18, 20. Luke i, 17. He teacketh all things, leadeth
into all truth: giveth utterance to bis fervants; and fealeth the
eleit unto the day of Redemption. See John xiv. 26,~—xvi. 13.
Afts ii. 4. 1 Cor, xii. 8. Eph.iv, 30.—1 John v. 7. and
happy are they, awbo can call Fefus Lord, by the Holy Gbopt, 1
Cor. xii. 3. See Prarfon on the Creed.—The Sin agaipft the
Holy Ghoft. See Art, XVI. o

Art. VL. Of the Sufficiency of the boly Scriptures
Sor Salvation.

OLY Scripture containeth a!l things necef-

L & fary to Salvation : fo that whatfoever is not

read therein, nor xﬁay be proved thereby, is not

to be required of any man, that it thould be be-

lieved as'an Article of the Faith, or be, thought re-

quifite or neceflary to Salvation, In the name of the

holy Scripture we do underftand thofe Canonical

Books of the Old and New Teftament, of whofe
Authority was never any doubt in thg Church.
Of the Names and Number of tbe Canonical Books.

ENESIS, The Firft Book of Chronicles, -
Exodus, | The Second Book of Chronicles,
Leviticus, The Firfi Book of Efdras,
Numeri, The Second Bosk of Efdras,
Deuterenomiumy .| The Book of Hsffer,
Fefbua, The Book of Fob,
Fudges, The Plalms,
Ruth, Tbe Proverds,
Tbe Firf? Book of Samuel, Ecclfsafies, or Preacker,
Tbe Second Book of Samuel, Cantica, or Songs of Solomon,
The Firft Book of Kings, Four Propbets the greater,
ke Second Baok of Kings.

Tawe've Prophets the lefs,  And
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And the other Books (as Hierome faith) the Church doth read
for example of life and infiru@ion of manners; but yet doth
it not apply them to eftablith any Do&rine: Such are thefe
following :

The T hird Boek of Efdras, Raruch the Prophet,

The Fourth Bock of Efdras,’ | The Song of the Three Children,
Tbe Book of Tobias, . The Story of Sufanma,

The Book of . Fudith, oF _Bdl and the Dragon,

The reft of the Book.of Hefler, | The Prayer of Manajes,

Tbe Book of Wifdom, The Firft Book of Maccabezs, .
Tefus the Som of Sirach, Tb4 Second Book of Maccabees.

All the Books of the New Teflament, as they are-common-
ly received, we do receive, and account them Canonical,

. Although fome of the ancient fathers and doors at firft did
not receive all the Books of the New Teftament as Canonical,
yet in procefs of time théy were all received and acknowledge&
by common confent of the whole Ghurch of Chrilt all over
Cheifiendom + for the Holy Spirit in the hearts of all true be-
Mevers doth tefify, that they are from God, as they carry a di-
vine authotity with them. Ewery avird of Ged is pare : add thou
notbing nto bis wwords, lefl be'reprove thee, and thou bu- found o
lyar, Prov. xxx. §, 6. The awhok feripture is glven 6] infpira-
tion of God, and is profitable for doftrine, for reproof, for correction,
Jor injiruction in righteoufnefs; that the man of God may be per-
Sef, thoroughly farnifbed unto all good avorks. 2 Tim. iii. 16, 17.
So Ignatius, Tertullian, St. Cyprian. Origen obferves, that the
books of the Old Teftameant are tiventy-two, the exa&t number of
the Hebreaw. letters.

ArT. VII. Of the Old Tejiammt'

HE OldTeftamentis not contrary to theNew:

for both in the Old and New Teftament
everlafting life is offered to mankind by Chrift,
who is the only Mediator between God and Man,

: B2 being
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being both God and Man. Wherefore they are not
to be heard, which feign that the Old Fathers did
lock only for tranfitory promifes. Although the
law given from God by Mofes, as touching cere-
monies and rites, do not bind Chriftian men, nor
the civil precepts thereof ought of neceffity to be
received in any commonwealth ;  yet notwith-
ftanding, no Chriftian man whatfoever is free from
the obedience of the commandments which are
called moral. .

Not contrary to the new.] *¢ For holy men of old looked for
¢ eternal happinefs thro’ a Savioar to come, as well as for tem-
¢ poral blefling : all the prophets fpake of a Saviour to come.
¢ Of his Incarpation, his Birth, bis Power, his Office, his
¢t Miracles, his Sufferings, Death, Refurre&ion, and Afcenfion 3
¢ &c. as clearly as if they had really feen him.”” Thae firft
blefled promife is to Abrabam, and his feed. Gen. xxii. 17, 18,
Pfal, ii. 7. confirmed A&s xiii. 33. Heb. i. 5. Ifa, vii. 14, Com-
pare Matt. i. 23. Lukei. 31.—His Offee, &c. See Ifa. ii.
1, 5, Ixi. 1. Alfo Matt. xii, 18. Luke iv. 18. His Humility,
Zech ix. 9. Compare Matt. xi. 5. John xii. 15. His Suffering
and Death, lfa, liii. 4, 5. Compare Matt. viii. 17. Rom. iv.
15. 1 Core xv. 3. 1 Petiii. 24. His Refurrefion, Pfal. xvi.
10.~Afts ii. 31, 32. Thus the Old Teffament and the New
exallly agree with each other, and convey a great authority to
thofe bleffed truths ; both fpeak of the fame bleflings in Chrift,
both point to the fame end, the recovery of fallen man, and
eternal falvation through Jefus Chrift, that God-man. ¢ We
" ¢ love the prophets,” (fays Ignatius in his epiftle) ¢ becaufe

s¢ they preach the gofpel, and hoped in Chrift, and looked for

¢ him.” Read the confeflion of O/d Simon Luke ii. 29, 30.

¢¢ The writings of the prophets, are Evangilical, found, pure,

¢ and perfe®.” Ireneus, Juftin Martyr, &c.

The Law-giver.) That is, the ceremoines of the Mofaical
Jaw, were to be abolithed, as God himfelf foretold, Jer, xxxi.
31,32, Chrift came to fulfill the law for us, fo that neither the
Mofaical law, nor any of the Jewith ceremonies, are to be ob-

ferved
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ferved by us chriftians 3 as St. Paal and St. Peter do clearly
demonflrate in their epiftles, &c. See Alls x. 13. Gal, ii. 3, 4:
ive 10. Eph.ii. 14, 15: Col. ii. 16, 17. Bat the morat
law eftablifhed by Chrit is to be firitly obferved and resd by
all chriftians, See Matt. v. 17, 18, 19. A&t xv. 20,29,
Rom. xiii. 1. 1 Pet. ii. 13. A&s xxii. 25. xxv. i1. James
ii. 8, 9, 10: ’

ArT: VIII. Of the three Creeds.

T H E three Creeds, Nicene Creed, Athanafius’s

Creed, and that which is commonly called
the Apoftles Creed, ought thoroughly to be received
and believed: for they may be proved by rnoﬂ:
certain warrant of holy Scripture.

Creeds.]) * In Latin, Symbola, which alfo fignify watchg
¢ werds, or fignals in war.” Archbithop Welcbman. Nice or
Nicene Creed, fo called becaufc the greateft part of it was com-
pofed by the Fathers who were affembled at the council of
Nice, a city of Bithynia, in the reign of Confantine the Great;
_ who fummoned together all the Bifhops and Fathers io Chriften-
dom, to the number of 318, in the fourth centiiry, about 325
yéars after our Saviour’s Incarnation. That part of it which relates
to the divinity of the Holy Ghoft, was added by the council of
Coriftantinople, fome years after. Archdeacon Welchman.

Athanafsus’s Creed.] So called, not becaufeit was wholly writs
ten by Aibanafius, but becanfe it is quite agreeable to his fen-
timents, who was the moft celebrated champion for the ottho-
dox faith of the gofpel; and was levelled direétly againft Arius
the heretic, and his followers. This, as well as the Apoftles Creed,.
ie mott clearly to be proved from many plsin texts of fcripture,
which are quoted, and to be found in this work, under their
proper heads: Of God the Father, Elohim. See Article firf.—Of
God the Sor, in unity with-the Father. See Art. 2d.—Of God the
Holy Ghoft, the third perfon in the ever blefled Trinity, ¢¢ Who
¢¢ with the Father, and the Son, -is co-eternal together, and co-

¢ equal.” See Art. 5. .
X The
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. Fly Apoftiss Craed.] ¢ Not compofed by them, as we now
¢ have it, bui becaufe it contains their whele and onited fenti=
< ments, sgreeable to the fcripture and the counfel of God,
s and the precepts. and doftrine delivered to them, by our
¢ bleffed Lord himfelf, wko, immediately before his afcenfion
¢ into heaven, commanded them 10 go and presch this gofpel to
s all nations, and to baptize them in the name of the Farher,
¢« the Son, and Holy Ghoft,” three perfons in one Febovab.
See Matt. xxviii. 19. 1 Joba v. 7.

The Creeds ought thoroughly 1o Be received and belioved :] « be-
canfe moft clearly proved by the Word of God, the Holy Scripture
¢f old, 3s well asby the words of. the Apéftles themfelves ; fince
feveral of the Fathers affirm, ‘that the twelve fentences, or
parts of the Apoftles Creed, were attered diltin&ly by each of
them, as [ fhall notice by and by. St. dmbrofe faith, ¢ That
¢ the Creed of the Twelve Apofties, who, liké wife workmen
¢ being met togethor by the council, they formed a key, as it
““ may be truly fo called, whereby the Devil’s darknefs is
¢ opened, and the true light of Chrift comes in,” St Aufiin,

St. Hierome, &, fay, * Tkat the fymbol of our Fanh and
« Hope, delivered by the 12 Apoftles, is not written in ink on

paper, but in the flefhly tables of the heart.” See Bp, Brwe
ridge on this article, Hocker's Eccl. Pol.

The Apoftles Creed, or Confeflion of Faith, in r2
Parts, with Scripture Proofs.

1 I believe in (one) God the Father Almighty ; Deut. vi, 4:

- Pfal. xc. 2. Rev. iv. 8. This confeffion is the grand
foundation of our Faith ; not only of the Apofiles; but of all
believers, in all ages. For be 1bat cometh unte God (ﬁmh the
Apoltle) mufi believe that be is, namely, (the dlmigbl;,
Eternal, Invifible, Self-exifient Jebowah), Heb. xi. 6.

2. The maker of heaven and earth; Johni. 1, 2. Pfalm
cxlvi. 6. Heb. i. 1. !

3. I believe in Jefus Chrift his only Son our Lord (and Res
deemer), John j. 18,=vi. 69. 1 John iv.9. Thou art
Chrift, the Son of the living God ; faith Pater, Matt xvx.
16. Heb. 1. 5.” See Art. 2d.

. _ 4 th

e
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4 Who was conceived of the Holy Gheft, born of the-Vir-
gin Mazy ; as promifed, Ifa. vii. 14. aad fulflled, See Masts
i. 18, Luke i. 27.

" § He foff¢red under Pontius Pilate, was. crucifisd dead, and:
buried, See Jobn xix. 1 to 24. Luke xxiii. 52. A facra~
fice for fin. See Heb. ii. 9, 17.—ix. 26.

He dgfcended into Hgll, See -Pfal. xvi. 10. A&s i, .
31. 1 Cor xv. 55, 56, thethird day he rofe again- -
from the dead; and was feen of many brethren, .1-
Cor. xv. 4, 5. AQsix, 4#Cal. i. 18, Sce Art. 5,
7 He afcended into heaven, Luke xxive §1. A&si. g, 10.
* and fiteth on the right hand of God.the Father. Almighty s -
 Eph. i. zo. iv. 8. 1 Pet. iii. 22.. Pfalm cx. i, Matt..
xxil. 44. Mark xvii. 19. A&siii. 9, 10, | :
8 From thence he fha)l come agaia ta judge both the. quick
and the dead; Johnv. 23, A&s i. 11. Phils iit. 200
1 Cor. xv. 52.
I believe in the Haly Ghott,: (the Sanétifier) John iv. 24.
. xvi, 16. Heb, ix. 14.. Matt,:x. 26,. 2 Pet. i..2L.-

9 Y The holy catholic church; See Cor. i. 21, 22, Rom.

xiio §. Epha v. 25, 26. 2 Tim. i, 9.

The communion of failm See Eph. iv. 3, 15. 1 Cor.

x. 16. 1 Jobani. 7.

The. forgivenk( of fins ; Sea [fa. xliv. 22, Matt. xviil,

23, Colof. ii. 13, 14.. 1 Johni. 9.

.11 The refurre&ion of .the. fleth, orbedy. John v. 28, 29,
1 Cor. xv. 20, 34. Colof. i. 16. Phil. iii. 21.

12 And the life everlatting, See Dap.. xii. z.' Joha vi. 39,
46. .1 Pet. i, 4. Rev. xxi. 4e.
And all faid Amen :—So be it,

1 thall juft add a word or two upon this grand and moft fub-
lime coanclufion of this Article of the Apolles Creed, wiz..
¢ The Life evarlafling,” a thing much eafier exprefled than un-
¢¢ derftood. ¢ For.eye hath not feen, nor ear heard, neither
¢ hath it entered into the heart of man to conceive (faith the
¢¢ Apoftle) what good things God hath prepared for them that
¢ love him.” Ifa. Ixiv. 4. 1 Cor. ii. 9, 10,

1. Ewerlafiing or cternal life is a flate dire@ly oppofite to
that of eternal, or everlafling death ; the one includes all happi-

10

¢ The Rev, Mr. Romaine’s 15th Difcourfe,
. nefs
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nefs ‘and felicity, which all true believers in Jefus Chrift fhall
hereafter fully and perfelly enjoy in the prefence of God,
and that innumerable company of Saints and Angels, in the
realms of blifsand glory ; while the wicked, and all unbelievers
in Chrift and his gofpel, will. be banifhed for ever from God’s
prefence into everlafting torments, with the company of Devils
and damned Spirits; in that Lake, awbere the worm dieth not,
and the fire is not gmu-b:d Read Ifa. Ixvi. 24. Matt. xxv
41. Mark ix. 43, 44. Jobnv. 29. '

‘The Prophet Daniel, fpeakmg of the Refurreftion, faith, ¢ Jmi
« many (i. e. all) that flecp in the duft of the carth fhall awake 3
¢ fome to everlafling s ife, and fome to Jfhame and everlafling con
s» tempt”’  Daniel xii. 2. Jobn iii. 16.

But for the believer’s comfort, our blefled Lord faith, He thas
beareth (or regardeth) my Word, and believeth on bim that fens
me, bath everlafling life; is now really poffefled of it: and
fball mot come into condemnation. John v. 24, and vi. go.
1 Jobn ii. 25. dut be that believesh not, (thefe truths) all
perifb everlafiingly. Mark xvi. 16. Johnxii. 48. 1 John v. 13

.¢ As many therefore (faith Ireneus) as fubfcribe to thefe
¢ Articles, and yet do not truly believe that thefe Creeds are
¢ agreeable to the Holy Seriptures, are highly guilty of lying
¢¢ both againft God and man, and their own confcience:” for
St.. Jude faith, ¢ Téis is 2be Faith once dekivered unto the Saints.”
Jude’s Epitle ; and St. Paol writing to Timotby, faith, Hold faft
the form of found words,—in faith and love, awbhich is in Chrifp
Fefus. 4. Tim. i. 13.

Befides the three Creeds, we have now in ufe, therc were fe-
veral other Creeds ufed in the primitive charch, wiz. one
written by. St. Cyréil, one by Ireneus, one by Tertujlian, and
“another by Gregory Thaumaturgus, &c. all confirm a blefled,
perfe&, and undivided Trinity, wiz. one Father, one Som,
¢ one Holy Ghyft, three Perfons in one Febowab :- Co-eternal
¢ together, and coequal : not divided, nor excluded in glory,
¢ dominion, nor eternity.” See the Rev. Mr. Romaine’s illufte-
ration of the Athanafian Creed.

+ Many have been the oppcfers of  thefe Creeds at the be-
ginning of the.Reformation ; and we have too many amongft
us at this day, who deny thefe traths.

ArT,
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Art. 1X. Of Original or Birth-Sin.

RIGINAL Sin ftandeth not in the follow-
ing of Adam (as the Pelagians do vainly
talk) ; but it is the fault and corruption of the
nature of every man, that naturally is ingendered
of the offspring of .4dam, whereby man is very
far gone from original righteoufnefs, and is of
his own nature inclined to evil, fo that the fleth
fufteth always contrary to the Spirit; and there-
fore in every perfon born into this world, it
deferveth God’s wrath and damnation. And this
infeCtion of nature doth remain; yea, in them’
that are regenerated : whereby the luft of the flefh,
called in Greek, ogunua ougré; Which fome do ex-
pound the Wifdom, fome Senfuality, fome the
Affe&ion, fome the Defire of the flefh, is not fub-
je& to the law of God. And although there is no
condemnation for them that believe and are bap-
tized,yet the Apoftle doth confefs, that concupi-
fcence and luft hath of itfelf the nature of fin.

Original Sin.) ¢ Though there be no fuch word as origl-
¢ pal fin to be found in the Scriptures; yet there is fuch
*¢ a thing to be found in our hearts, we have too fad and woe-
¢ ful experience.” Bp, Bew. And fince Infants, as well as
sdult perfors, have need of a mediator, it follows that there
ia fomething in them which ftands in need of being remitted ;
and what can this be but. fin? And fince thefe Infants are not
capable te follow or imitate any other perfon, it is evident that
original fin is. the fault and corruption of nature. See Rom.
V. 14. where i¢ fays, Death reigned from Adam to Mofes, ovew
over them that bad not finned after the fimilitude of Adam’s
“tranfgrefflon : Therefore fays St. Paul again, By ane man’s difs
cbedience many were made frnmers. Rom. v. 12,13, 18.—Itis

C writtea
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written of 04, that he was a righteous man, devout towards
God, efchewing all evil, and yet this fame Job accufeth himfelf
before God, and acknowledgeth that no one is without polla-
tion. Job xiv. 4, 17. And Plalm li. 5. If e fay we bave
#0 fin, we deceive ourfelves, &c. 1 John i. 8. Eph.ii. 3, 4. -

Of bis own nature inclined to ewil.] *¢ Every imagination of
¢¢ the thoughts of man’s heart, is evil continaally ; from his
« Youth,” Gen, vi. §, 12,—~viii. 21. See alfo Matt. xv. 19.
20. 1 Cor, vi, 10, ¥1.e=There is not a juft man on earth, that
doeth good and finneth not. Eccl. vii. zo. The flefb -always
lufleth, or firiveth againfl the Spirit. : So that awe camnot do the
things that we would Gal. v. 17.

Deferveth God's wrath.] Not becanfe God imputes to Adam’s
pofterity the crime that he committed in eating the forbidea

fruit, for which God forgave him on his repentance; but be-

caufe by that fin, eating of that tree which God told him and
warned him of, that it was death to eat of it. Gen. ii. 17.
By which Adam corrupted his whole nature, and therefore from
a corrupt parent we are born a corrupt offspring, for wbo can
bring a clean thing out of an uncl:an ? Not one, faith Job, xiv.
4. Original righteoufnefs being loft, nothing of good re-
maineth in us, fo nothing of good can proceed from us; A
evil tree cannot bring forth good fruits but evil. Matt. vii. 17,
18. And therefore is worth nothing but to be cut down as
fuel for the fire, even'the fire of God’s eternal wrath. See Rom.
i. 18. Heb. ii. 4. Deut. xxii, 26. Gal. iii. 11. Bp. Beweridge.
And this Infe&ion remainets.] This all who believe, too fadly
experience; Ram, viii. 15.<~21. ¢ And if the Lord was juft to
mark iniquities who would ftand *’ Pfal. xxx. 3. For o/l bave

finned, &c. Rom. iii, 23. BuvGod is juft, therefore he will punith .

fioners.” No, he has found a ranfom ; therefore will he fpare,
and pardon. See Rom. v. 18. There is therefore now no condem-
nation to them which are in Chrift Jefus, awbo awalk not afier
the flefb, but after the fpirit. Row. viii. 1. And if ave fin, wwe
bave an advocate avith ihe Father, Fefus Chrifi the righteous 3

and be is the propitiation for our finss 1 Johaii. 1, 2. Not

that we fhould wilfally commit or live in fin, God forbid, #e
&re to mortify our members which are npon earth, Read Col. iii.
5o 1 Pet.iii. 11, The Lord enable us all fo to walk before

. _ him
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him as dear children, in humble dependence on his Grace, and
in chearful obedience to his commands. Amen.

Art. X. Of Free-Will,

T HE condition of man, after the fall of Adam,

is fuch, that he cannot turn and prepare him-
felf by his own patural firength and gaod werks to
faith, and calling upon God: wherefore we have
no power to do good works pleafant and accepta-
‘ble to God without the grace of God by Chrift
preventing us, that we may have a good will, and
working with us, when we have that good will,

¢« Whea God created man in his own image, he made him
¢« perfec and upright, endued him with all knowledge, free-
« dom cf wil!, and various affeCtions, able to fland, but liable
“ o fall”? . W
The condition of Man fince.] * God treated man perfe®, with
a Will free to chafe the good and refufe the evil ; bat he fell,
¢ and loft that liberty. When he committed fin, he broke that
¢« power which he had of ele&ion or choice : heceafed to be free
« with relation to Good, and became the fervant of fin: from
«¢ whence proceedeth all that Blindnefs of underflanding, that
¢« Perverfenefs of the will, and fuch Impetnoufnefs of his paf-
s fions and appetites, that when left to himfelf he is not able
¢¢ to difcern, or to chufe thofe things that are good, but contrary~
wife he chufeth the things that be evil.”’- Therefore (as faith
the Apoftle) ¢ They that by in the fl e/l cannot ﬂta/é God”’ Rom.
viii. 8. Archdeacon Welchman.

Hath no power.] For ¢ when man fell from God (fays that
s good bithop Beweridge), great was his fall ; for he fell from
¢« the Creator to the creature; he. fell from heaven to eargh :
« from thie height of happinefs to the depth of mifery ; for he
« fell from holinefs into in. And ever fince man fell from
¢ holinefs into fin, he hath thereby been difabled from raifing
“ up| himfelf from fin to bolinefs,” &, without God’s grace,
througb Jefus Chrift, who fays, ¢ I am the way, the truth,

C 2 . *“and
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s¢ and the life, and no gran cometh unto the Father but by me,”
John xiv. 6. vi. 44. I Cor. ii. 14. And “ Tkat wm are

¢ not fufficient of ourfelves 10 think a good thought, 2 Cor. iii. g .

& much lefs to da a good ation, fo great is our helpleffnefs.”

But by Chrift working awith x5, &e.] ¢ All the fpiritual be-
¢ pefits which God the Father ever conferred upon man, he
& did it by, and for the fake of Chrift alone. And therefore,
¢ g4 many as did pleafe God, under the firft covenant (as fhewn
e Kb, xi.) did it not by the ftrength of their own free will,
¢ For we can neither believe, will, or do any thing, but by
« the aflitance of God’s free Grace, conferred through Chrift,
¢ whafe merits ex:endeth through all generations, Who is there-
s¢ fore called, the Lamb flain from the foundation of the world
¢ (for his people). Rev. xiii. 8. This article is alfo levelled
¢ againft the Pelagians, who aflert that man is fufficient of him.
¢ felf to do good works, &c.” Archdeacon Welchman, (It 'is
great pity we have fo many Pelagians among us‘at this day).

All the Primitive Fathers, and Reformed Cheurches, agree to
this article. - See more in Bp. Beweridge's Notes.

4

m—

Art. X1. The Fuftification of Mar;.

E are accounted righteous before God,

only for the Merits.of our Lord and Savi-
our Jefus Chrift by Faith, and not for our own
works or defervings, Wherefore, that we are
3uftified by Faith only, is a moft wholfom do&rine,
and very full of comfort, as more largely is ex-
prefled in the Homily of Juftification.

‘Thie juftification of a finner by Faith alone in the merits of
Clirift, is the ‘grand foundation, and great bul-wark of the
.ehriftian religion, faith Luther.

Jupification, in the feripture fenfe, fignifies pardon, the know-
ledge of remiffion of fins; peace and reconciliation' towards
God ; through Jefus Chrif. Rom. v. 1, 2;10. Eph. ii. 18.
¢ 2 Cor. v. 18, Heb. ii. 18. For if we negle&t the ardcle
s« of Fufificatitn, fays Martin Lutber (in his epiftle to the Gala-
s tions), we lofe altogether,” Hecounted
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Aecounsed righteous before God only for the marits of Chrift by
Faith, tc.] ¢« Siace the very beft works of the very beft men
« living are imperfe&; fo that if God was to enter into judgement
¢ auith bis fervants, no man living <would be jufiified.” Pfalm
cxliii. 2. It follows then, as many as ate juftified before God,
are juftified only becaufe of the merits of Chrit by Faith, i e,
a lively fath, Read Rom. iii. 24, 25, 26. Gal. v. 6.
Eph. ii. 8, 9. Iremzus and St. Cyprian fay, ¢ That it is
«¢ Faith alone that profits us ; the Faith alone which is towards
¢ the moft high God, juftifieth man.”

By Faith arly.] ¢ Note,—That we are joftified by Faith,
¢ pot becanfe of Faith, for tliere is not more merit in out
« faith, thdn in our works, both are imperfe@ in us; Faith,
¢ therefore, is not thie caufé bhut the condition of our judtifi-
s cation. It is the gift of Ged, through Jefus Chriff” Ephi
i. 8. °’Tis faid, that Abrabam * belicved God, and it was
« jmputed or accounted to him for Righreoufue/s.”” Gen, xv.
6. Rom. iv, ii. Therefore whoever belicveth God, end
liveth by Abraham’s Faith, a Faith accompanied with obedience,
will alfo be found righteons before God.  The juf? foall lve by
Faith. Heb. it. §. Al that believe in Chrift, are Juflified froely
from all things. Rom. iii 24, 26. Mark v, 36, .

This is a qubolfome docrine, and wery full of comfort.] Betaufe
being juftified by Faith awe bave peace with God, through our
Lord Fefus Chrift, and rejoice in bope of the glory of God. Rom
v. 1, 2. Eph. ii. 18. A&sx. 43, SeeHomily on Salvation
by Faith. St. Bafil, St. Chryfoflom, Claudies, and St. Ambroft,
fpeak of this Faith of Abrabam, and all the Fathers agree
thereanto,.—Lord, increafe our Faith.

Art. XIL. Of good Wirks.

. LBEIT that good Works, which are the

L fruits of Faith, and follow after Juftificas
tion, cannot put away our f{ins, and endure the fe-
verity of God’s judgement ; yet are they pleafing
and acceptable to God in Chrift, and-do fpring
neceffarily out of a true and lively Faich; info.
much
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much that by them a lively Faith may be as evi-
dently known, as'a tree difcerned by the fruit.

Good aworks the fruits of Faith.] Although good works are not
meritorious, neither can they put away fin, yet they are pleafing
unto God, and accepted through his beloved. Son, who gave
himfelf for us, that be might purify unto bimfelf a peculiar people,
xealous of good avorks. Eph. ii. 10. Now the tree being made
good, being ingrafted iuto Chrift through juftification, confe-
quently the Fruit will be good, and therefore pleafing and ac-
ceptable to God in Chrit; being made new creatures, by
Faith in him. 'Who has appointed them rewards both in this
life, and in that which isto come. See Matt. v. 5, 8,.—Mark
xi. 29, 30, and 1 Tim. iv. 8.

Fruits of true Faith.] That there is a falfe Faith as well as
a true Faith, God’s word teacheth plainly,  Shew me thy Faith
awithout thy Works, fays St. Fames, and I awill fbews thee my
Faith by my Works.: For Faith awithout Works is dead, is a dead
Faith. Jam. ii. 17, 38. Tbey that are in the Flefo camnot
phafe God; becaufe fuch have not Faith. Rom. viii. 8, and,
wwithout Faith it is impoffible to pleafe God. Gal. v, 6. Unto
the pure, all things are pure : but unto them that are defiled, and
unbeliewing, is nothing pure; their mind and comfcience is de-
filed. Tit. i. 15. Rom. xiv. 20. True Faith worked by love.
« Faith is our Guide, and love is the way which leadeth unto
« God,” faith Ignatius.

A true Faith hath always Love joined unto it,] And confe-
quently is neither inaltive, nor unfruitfal. If ye love me, fays
Chrift, keep my Commandments. Lowe one anotber, as 1 bave
lowed you 5 Lowe is the fulfilling of the whole law. Rom. xiii. 10,
And now the God of Peace, that brought again from the dead our
Lord Jefus Chrif, that great Shepherd of the Sheep, through the
blood of the everlafling covenant, make you perfe@ in every good
avork, 10 do bis aill, aworking in you that which is pleafing in
bis fight through Jefus Chriff, to whom be glory for ever and ever,
Amen. Heb. xiii. 20, 21. To this article agree Clemens Ro-
manus, Irencus, Juftin, St. Hilary, Theophilus, Origen, Poly-
carp, St. Chryfoflom, &c. See Bp, Bewcridge’s Comment, which
is more largely explained in this article.

ART.
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Art. XIIL Of Works done before Fuftification..

WORKS done before the grace of Chrift,

and the infpiration of his Spirit, are not
pleafant to God, forafmuch as they fpring not of
Faith in Jefus Chrift, neither do they make men
meet to receive grace, or (as the School-Authors
fay) deferve grace of congruity : yea rather, for "
that they are not done as God hath willed and
commanded them to be done, we doubt not but
they have the nature of fin.

¢ In Man’s firf® flate, as he came out of the hands of hs
¢¢ Creature, he had a power to continue in the ftate of integri-
“ ty; yet being liable to fall ; he fell, by tranfgreflion:"” See
Article 10. And therefore uatil Man is again reftored to God’s
favour by the operation of the Spirit, he can do nothing pleaf-
ing to God, ¢ Before a man is regenerate and born again of
¢¢ Spirit, he cannot fo much as fee the kingdom of Ged.”
John iii. 3. Heis both blind and ignorant of all heavenly
things, For the natural man perceicveth not the things of the Spirit,
and therefore he cannot worfhip God aright, for God being
a fpirit, is to be worlhipped in Jpirit and in truth, Johniv. 24.

Works done.] All that a man doth, all that he can do, while
anregenerate, and out of Chrift, isfin, nothing but fin. For,
the plowing of the avicked is fin. Prov. xxi. 4, 27 Thcy that are
in the flofb, cannot pleafe Ged.  The carnal mind, is enmity againf?
God. Rom. .viii, 7, 8. See Matt. vii, 16, 23 —xii. 33, 34+
Not being within God’s covenant, we are not God's Chil-
dren, but Children gfquatb.'Eph. ii. 2. Rom. v, 8. Not
being within Chrift’s Sheepfold, we are not his Sheep, but filthy
Goats. Matt, xxv. 33. And while in this ftate all cur works,
our beft works as we may fuppofe them, as going to Church,
Sacrament, Fafting, Praying, or giving Alms, &c. and yet aficr
all, be nothing but a dry ftick, or a fplendid hypocrite, abomin-
able in the fight of God. See lfa. i. 13. Prov. i. 23. Mate.
vii, 22, 23. Rom. xivi 23. Tit. i. 15. Eph. ii. 2.—iv. 17:

2 The



24 EXPLICATION or tae

The Nature of Sin,) Whatever is not of Faith is Sin, Rom xiv,
23. ¢ They that are carnal, faith Jgnasius, cannot do the thin
o« that be fpiritual ; neither can unbelief do the works of Faih.”
Allo St. duguftine, St. Jeromey St. Barnard, Ireneus, and all
the Primitive Fathers, confent to this article,—See Homily en
good works, &e. And yet all thofe srgumen:s, although a thou-
fand times repeated, would mot comvince or convert one of
thefe blind finners, or moralifts, from the error of their ways '
except God the Holy Ghoft fet it home to their hearts.

Arr. XIV. Of Works of Supererogation,

X 7OLUNTARY Works befides, over and

above God’s commandments, which they
eall Works of Supererogation, cannot be taught
without arrogancy and impiety. For by them
men do declare, That they do not only render
unto God as much as they are bound to do, but
that they do more for his fake, than of bounden
duty is required : Whereas Chrift faith plainly,
when ye have done all that are commanded to you,
fay, We are unprofitable fervants.

Tbe aworks of Supererogation, £5¢.] ¢¢ Are the fubverfion of Ged-
¢ linefs and true religion, and cannot be held without arrogancy
aod impiety.” Jofh, i, 7. Ezek. xXs 19. As the law of God ia
perfe& in every part, and requires us to do every good work:
we are commapded to love God with all our heart, foul, and
firength, &c. Luke x. 27. And fioce that law is the impul-
five caufe of our performing every good work, what room
is thete for works of fupererogation? or, how can 2 mau be
more perfet than the law of God, which is the ex1& rule of all
perfeQtion ? Be ye perfe (fays Chrift) as your Fatber whbich is
is Heaven is perfel?, Matt. v. 48. So far is any man from
being more good than he ought to be: and from whence thea
can come his works of fupererogation ? Notat all, ¢ We bave
¢¢ pought to glory in, (faith St. Gyprian) fince nothing is our

. “ own
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¢ own, it is all given us from heaven, whatever we have.”
John iii. 27. And therefore we have need daily to pray, fay-
ing, Forgive us our debts, 8ce  He that exalterh bimpelf fhall be
abafed, t9c. Read Luke xviii. 10—~14. and xvii. 7—10. Mark
xxviii.. 20. :

ArT. XV. Of Chrift alone without Sin.

HRIST, in the truth of our nature, was

made like unto®us i all things (fin only ex-
cept) from which he was clearly void, both in his
flefh, and in his fpirit. -He came to be the Lamb
without fpot, who by facrifice of himfclf once
made, fhould take away the fins of the world :
and fin (as Saint Fobn faith) was not-in him. But
all we the reft (althouah baptized and born again
in Chrift) yet offend in many things, and if we
fay we have no fin we deccive ourfelves, and the
truth is not in us. .

« When the Son of God became the Son. of Man (fays

¢ Bp. Beweridge) he fo became the Son of Man, as ftill to

«¢ remain the Son of God: He did not lay afide his Divine Na»

« tare to,affume the Human ; but he affumed ‘the human na-

€% ture mto the diviae. And fo he that was perfe® God as
¢ well as perfe@t Man, was a perfect Mari alfo, ds well as per-

« fe& God, for he was withoat Sin.” 1 John iii. 5. or he could

not have come to deftroy and take it away. See Heb. ix. 14.

1 John i. 5. Without fin.] He was both conceived, and born

without fin. Matc. i. 20, Lukei, 36. Asa man, he lived

and was tempted of the Devil, yet without fin. John xiv. 3o,

Heb, iv. 15. 1 Per. ii. 22, 2 Cor. V. 21. The holiett of

men that ever lived npon earth (éhnﬂ excepted), were not

without fin. St. Paul, St. Peter, St. Jude, St. Fames, and St.

Fobn, all acknowledge this trath, In many things ae offend all.

James iii. 2. And they that deny it, deceive themfelves. and the

“truth is not inthem. 1 John i, 8. St. Augufiin, Tertullian, Cyril,
and dehers alfo confirm this article,

. . D ART
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Art. XVL.  Of S% after Bapiifm.

OT every deadly Sin, willingly commit-

ted after Baptifm, is fin againft the Holy
Ghoft, and: ﬁhpardonablc Whercfofe the grant
of repentance is not-to be denied to fuch as fall
into fin after Baptifm. After we have received
the"Holy Ghoft, we may depart from grace
given, and fall i into fin, and by the gracé¢ of God
we may arife again, and amend our lives. And
therefore they are to be condemnéd, which fay,
they can no more fin as long as they live here,
~ or deny the place of forgivenefs to fuch as truly

ropeat.

Wor poeky fi:] Committed after Baptifm is fin againft ihe
Holy Ghott, as the word of God plainly fhews, yet every fin
in its nature i¢ deadly, and deferveth Gods wrath; but yet is
- pardonable, thro’ the blood of Chrift, and a godly forrow for

fin. The very regenerate, the moft nghteous man may fall
itito fin, and yet by grace rife and be forglven. See John v,
14, viii. 15. Eph. iv. 21, 22, Col. iii. 8. Heb. iii.
12. 1 Tim, i. 19. This is clearly manifefted in the example
of David, Mannafés, Peter, and fome of the feven Churches of
Afia, Rev. i.  But the blafphemy, or fin againft the Holy Gboft,
Joall not be forgiven unto man. See Tillotfon on Matt. xii. 31.
Great are the doubts and fears of many poor Souls about this
_fin againh the Holy Ghoft; but this is clear, that no man
or woman, who hath never received the Holy Ghoft, can com-
mit that deadly fin. But he that hath received ‘the Holy
- Spirit with all its powerful influence, and afterwards falling
away by little and little, at length willfully *denies the whole
work of the Spirit, this perfon fins againft the Holy Ghott, and
‘it is impoffible (faith St. ‘Panl), to renew him again unto re-
» pentance, having cricified afreth the Lord of Life, &c. Heb.

vie'5, 6, And therefore he will ncver ﬁnd forgivenefs, nei-
ther
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ther in this wor.ld, nor in the world to come. See Matt, xii.
315 32. Mark iii, 28. Ananias and Soppbira, *tis faid, lyed
againft the Holy Gho&, and were by Peter’s words both ftruck
down dead. A&s v. 1, 2. Witoels alfo the remarkable cafe
of Frapis Spira.

Ary. XVIL. Of Predeftination and EleGion.

edeftimation to life is. the everlafting purpofe
" of:Gad, wharsby {before the foundations of
the world were laid) he hash conftantly decreed
by his-Courfel, fecret to us, to deliver.from curfg
and ‘damnation thole whom he hath chofen in
Chrift out of mankind, and to bring them by
Chrift to everjafting falvauon, as veffels made.to
honour. Wherefore they which be-endued with
fo excellent a benefit of God, be called accord+
ing to God’s purpofe by his Spirit working in dae
feafon: they through grace obey the calling :
they be juftified frecly they be made fons of
.God by adoption : they be made like the image of -
his only-begotten Son Jefus Chrift : they walk res
ligioufly in good works, and at length,- by God’s
mercy, they attain to everlafting felicity.’ - As the
godly confideration of Predeftination, ‘and our
Ele&ion in Chrift; is full of fweet, pleafans, and
urifpeakable comfort to godly perfons, and fuch
as feel in themfclves the working of the Spirit of
Chrift, mertifying the works of the fleth, and their_
earthly members, and drawing up their mind to
high and heavenly things ; as well becaufe it doth
greatly “effablifh and confirm their faith of eter-
nal falvauon, to be enjoyed through Chrift, as
D2 becaufe

~
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becaufe it doth fervently kindle their love towards
God : So, far curious and carnal perfons, lacking
the Spirit of- God, to have continually before their
eyes the Sentence of God’s Predeftination, is
-a moft -dangerous downfall, whereby-the. Devil .
doth tnruft them either into defperation, or into
wretchleflnefs of moft onclean living, no lefs pe-
rilous than defperation. Furthermore, we muft
receive God’s Promifes in fuch wife, as they be
generally fet forth to us.in holy Scripture: Andin
our doings, that Will of God is to be followed,
which we have exprefly declared unto us in the
Word of God. ‘

Predefiination.] That there is fuch a thing as Predeftination, and
that unto etcrnal life, is clearly proved from the word of God.
See Matt. xx. 23.—xxiv. 2. Luke xii. 32.—~xvii. 34. John vi.
37. Ads xiii. 48. Rom. viii, 29. 30,

From everlafiing.] God’s purpofes were determined, as
God certainly knew, before the world was made, ‘who would
be faved, and who would pot, who would believe on his Son
Jefus Chrift, and who nor, for it- was determined before the
foundation of the world. that tbey avbe believed on Chrift, fbould
be faved, AQs xvi. 31. Jobn iii. 16. 'and that they who believed
wot, fhould be damned. See John viii. 24. Mark xvi. 16,

But to fay that God bad dctermined or predeftinated the
greater pumber of mankind to be eternally damned, only to
fhew his fovereign power (without any previous condition) or
eoffer of mercy, is moft fhocking and dreadful to think on;
and no where clearly to be proved from holy fciiptare. I the
Potter hath power aver the clay to mar it, and then to new
mould it again, See Jer. xviii 4, §. certainly God, the.heavenly
potter, can do the (ame work for hisown glory ; God wiileth not
thatany fhould pedith. Read Ezek. xviii. 32, 2 Pets jii. g.—
That many-die very {uddenly, and many come to fad and un-
timely death is certain , but whether the Souls of thofe pe:fons
are eternally I'ff, no man kioweth but God only, i whye
bands are the fues of life and deasb, Matt. x. 29, 30,  His

sy
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Whem be bath chofen, ¢9c.] God by his decree and counfel,
fecret to us, before the foundation of the world, hath chofen in
Chrift out of mankind, a certain number unto eternal life and
glory, fee Rom. ix. 11, 12, 13.=—24, 25. Eph. i. 4, 5, 6.

Are made conformable to the image of bis Som, That be might
¢ the firfd born of many brethren. Rom. viii, 29. Again, Chofen
according to the fore-kniwledge of God the Father, through fanili-
fication of the Spirit unto obedience; faith Peter, 1 Pet. i. 2. Heb.
Xji. 24. Again, Created in Chrift Fefus unto good aworks, which
God pefore ordained that awe (Gentiles as well as Jews) fbould
avalk in them. Eph. ii. 10. And that none of them fhall perith,
but through God’s mercy attain to everlafting felicity. John&.
28, Rom. viii. 30, 31. 1 Cor. xv. 49. 2 Tim. i. 9.

That this doftrine is full of Jaweet and unjpeakable comfort to the
gna'_l, minded.] But note, The compilersof thefe articles were
wife, as well as pious and holy men, for we may obferve, that
tho’ the grace of ele&ion is afferted in this article, -neverthelefs
feverity of reprobatioa is entirely left untouched upon. And as
a father faid, « The doérine of Predeflination is a bottomlefs
¢ abyfs, and it is to little purpofe for any man, efpecially young
‘ minifters, to puzzle themfelves, and others, about fuch deep and
¢¢ dangerous myfteries.” But they advife and exhort,

That we fhould receive God’s promifes of falvation and eter-
nal life, as they be generally fet forth to us in the holy fcriptures,
which is freely offered to all men, that will come and receive
it by faith in Chriff. See John iii. 15, 16.—vi. 37. Matt. vii.

—xi. 28. AQs. xvi. 31. And it is the duty as well as the °
interelt of every one, fo to receive God’s promifes for them-
felves, and leave the iffue of it to God ; who would have all men
come to the knowledge of the truth as it is in Jefus, repent and
be faved. See Ezek. xxviii. 23, 32.—xxxiii. 11. 1 Tim. ii,
4-—iv. 10 And no one did ever truly repent of their fins (were
- they ever fe heinous) and turn to the Lord, but they were freely
forgiven, See 2 Chron. xxx. 12. John vi. 37. Luke xviii. 41.

And though this is moft comfortable to the ele2,] who are called,
chofen, and juflified freely by God’s grace, made fons of God,
and heirs of the kingdom of heaven. See Gal. iv. 4. 1 Thefl,
ii. 18. 1 Pet. i, 3, 4. Yet this is a dreadful downfall to others,
who attend not to God’s word and premifes, whereby the Devil
thrafts them either into defperation, or wicked, carelefs, and moft

ucclean living, &c. See Bp. Beweridge’s Notes on this ar.icle,

ART .
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Art XVIII. Of obtaining eternal Sakvation only
by the Name of Cbrift.

HEY alfo are to be had accurfed, that pre-

fume to fay, that every man fhall be faved

by the Law or Se& which he profefieth, fo that

he be diligent to frame his life according ro that

-Law, and the Light of Nature. For holy Scrip-

ture doth fet out unto us only the Name of Jefus
Chrift, whereby men muft be faved.

They are alfo to be bad accurfed that prefume to fay, &c.] That
every man is fafe, if he be careful to conduét his life according
to the religion that he profeflech. If this was true, which it is
not, then all the heathen and idolatrous nations in the
world would be faveds for there is no nation but what pro-
fefs fome ‘fort of religion, and worthip fome God, or many
gods; as they did in old times, fo they do now, Jews, Turks,
‘Mahometans, Indians, &c. And thefe all expeét to be eter-
nally faved, as well as the chriftians. But we have no fuch
warrant from God’s word, but quite the reverfe. All err that
worfhip not the troe God; for there is but one true God.
They worfhip the Beaf#, the Devil, and the Falfe Prophes,
‘&c. Rev. xiii. 8.—~xx. 10. See their end. 4ad the Beafi,
and the Falfe Prophet, the Kings of the earth, &c. and all
them that aworfbip bis Image, awere caff alive into the lake burning
with fire and brimflone. Rev, Xxix. 30. This was fhewn unto
St. John, of what certainly fhould be in the end.

The holy fcripture teacheth that there is falvation in ne
other way, or name, but in the name of Jefus Chrift only.
Chrift himfclf hath declared it, faying, I am the Way, 1be
Truth, and the Life; life itlelf; and no man (let him profefs
what he will) comerh unto the Fatber but by me. Joha xiv. 6.
And the Apcftles alfo have confirmed this exprefly, faying,
There is falvation in no other but Chritt, For tBere is nome otber
name under beaven, given amongfl men, whereby we muft be Javed,
and our fins pardoned. See A&s iv. 12.~=X. 43. compare
1 John v. 11, 12. All the fathers are very exprefs in this
particular article.  See alfo Bp. Beveridge, Archdeacon Welch-
‘man, Skerlock on Judgment, and article X.
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Art. XIX. Of the Church.

H E vifible Church of Chrift is a Congre=

gation of faithful men, in the which the
pure word of God is preached, and the Sacra-
ments be duly miniftered according to Chrift Or-
dinance, in all thofe things that of neceffity are re-
«quifite to the fame.

As the Church of Ferufalem, Alexandria, nnd
HAnkioch; have érred, fo alfo the Church of Rome
hath erred, not only in their living and manner of
Ceremoniés, but alfo in matters of F aith.

Ybe' wifble Church of Chrift is, tc.] That God has, and
‘ever had a Church in all ages of the World, i$ manifeft from
‘the Holy Scripture. The Jewith Religion was eRablifhed by
Mojes, 1500 years before Chrilt, as the books which the Jews
adthen in poffeflion of the law and the prophets, was written
*by men inlpired by the Holy Ghoft, 1 Pet. 1. which all fpeak
of a Church, And that there is an invifible Church, as well as
“a vifible, is alfo plain: the Church of Chrilt being -partly
‘vifible, and pantly invifible. The invifible are all ‘the ele&,
‘either now in Heaven, or on Earth, fighting their way through
the enemy’s couniry, though they be not feen or perfeétly
“&nown by us, But Chrift knoweth perfe@ly who are his. John
Wili, ¥8.~=X, 14.~—We being many are one body in Chrifi, and
members one of amother.  Rom. xii. 45 5. 1 Cor. x. 17.
Eph. v. 25, 26. )

Are w Congregation of faithful men, &¢c,] Of all patioas
and langaages, rich and poor, younp and old, male and female:
Thefe all help to make up Chrift’s vifible Church, and it has
'lacemfo from the beginning of the world, is now, and will con-
sinue, 4ll al and every member of Chrift is brought fafe

home to Glory. Gal, iii. 28. A&s xiii, 39. Rom. x. 4.
Luake xiii. 28. A&s ii. 39.—X. 35 Rev. xiii. 8. Matt.
xxvifi. ro. : . o
Where
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Where the pure word of God is preached, €c.] Thefe are the
moft fare tokens of a true Church. For as one faith, ¢ Itis
« religion that maketh a Church, and not the Church that
¢« makes Religion; but the Charch is to be tried by her Re-
¢ ligion. and the vifible Church (for the invifible one is not
s here fpoken of ) which confift folely of the Ele&). But thefe
« do maintain the Religion eftablithed by Chrift and his
« Apoftles, and alfo profefs their belief in the Father, the
« Son, and the Holy Ghoft, by ‘baptizing their members in
« his name, and celebrating that holy Supper, as Chrift" ap-
« pointed. And though fome error may, and do happen a-
« mongft them, yet this does not fubvert the foundation eof
s« the Church of Chrift, which is founded upon a Rock and
« fyre.” Sece Matt. xvi. 18, Eph, ii. 20, 21. 1 Tim, iii.
16. 1 Pet. i. 21.

But the Church of Rome, Fersfalem, Antiock, ¢de.] bave gready

erred, both in doQine and pradtice. The errors of the Church
of Rome are ionamerable ; profane, idolatrous, devilih, The
Pope was firft called Antichriff at Rbeims, by the conncil
<here, under Hugh Capet.  And Rome bas been called Babylon,
by St. Augufiine, and Hierome : and St. Barnard fays, ¢ That
<t they were hatefull both to Heaven and Earth.” From Pope
Martin 1. to Pope Fobn XXIII. growing from error to error,
and from abomination to abomination, And though it is faid that
Rome, after St. Paul had eftablithed the gofpel there, kept the
Faith free from errors for feveral ages; yet it became at length,
and now is, a moft loathfom fink of errors, and iniquity.—And
if we look into the heads of the Antichriftian fynogogues, we
fhall find them joft the fame, blind, funk in idolatry and onbe-
lief, acting every kind of wickednefs. The wery fynagogne of
Satan, as fpoken of, Rev. iii. g

ArT. XX. Of the Authority of the Church.

HE Church hath power to decree Rites, or
Ceremonics, and Authority in Controver-
fies of Faith: And yet it is not lawful for the

Church to ordain azy thing that is contrary to
-~ Gods
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" God’s Word written, neither may it fo expound
one place of Scripture, that it be repugnant to
another. Wherefore although the Church be a
witnefs and a keeper of holy Writ, yet as it
ought not to decree any thing againft the fame,
fo befides the fame ought it not to enforce any
thing to be believed for neceflity of falvation.-

The Church bath power o dectee Rites, &¢c.] By the Charch,
is here meant they who are vefted with Ecclefiaftical Authority,
whofe bufinefs it is to take care that all things be done decently,
and in order, according to the word of God, 1 Cor. xiv. 2.
34, 40. And that the true Faith be preferved, and all errors
guarded againft, as Paul writeth to Timothy. O Timothy, keep that
aubich is committed unto thee.—A Bifbop muft beld faft the faith-
Sl word according o fouwd doctrine ; that he may be able to ex-
bort, and 10 reprove, awith lmg fuffering, &c. 1 Tim. iv. 6,
75 8.=vi. 12, 20. To guard againftall falfe prophets, and
evil workers. Phil. iii. 2, For many falfe prophets or teachers
do creep in, and fpread themfelves where-ever the trae gofpel
is preached ; and deccive mamy. Matt. xxiv. 23. 2 Pet. iii,
17. Heb. xiii. 9.

The Church bath authority to judge in Controverfies of Faith,
and to interpre: and expound the aword of God, &c.] * To in-
¢ terpret and expound the word of God aright, is a peculiar
¢¢ blefling, given only to the Charch, that is, to thofe faith-
¢ fal minifters whom God has chofen to the work, and not to
« every member.” Matt. xiii. 11. 1 Cor. xii. 7.—xiv. 30.
1 John ii. 20, 21.” )

1t és not lawful for the Church to ordain any thing contrary to
God’s avord.) Thefe are to be avoided, Rom. xvi. 7. Matt.
xvii. 5. A8s x. 43. Search the feriptures. John v. 39.
Thy avord is truth, John xvii. 17. Ye /ball put nothing unto the
wword avbich 1 command you, seither fhall ye diminifl aught from
it. Deaot. iv. ii. xii. 32. Rev. xxii. 18, lreneus aod Ig-
matius, fpeaking of the Charch, fay, ¢ Avoid thofe corrupt
¢ Trees, which bring forth deadly fruit: and St. Cyprian, We -
¢ muft by no means depart from the precepts of the Gofpel.
¢ Weare not to foflow the cuftoms .or commands of men, bat

E ¢ the
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¢ the Trath, and commands of God.” See Rom. iii. 4. Alfo
. yead Peter and John’s bolduefs. AQls iv, 19. and St, Paul’s,
Gil. i. g. Seealfo Article vi.

- g -

Arr. XXI. Of the Autbority of General Cosincils.

ENERAL Councils may not be gathered

together. without the Commandment and
Will of Princes. And when they be gathered
together (forafmuch as they be an Affembly
of men, whereof all be not governed with the
Spirit and Word of God), they may err, and
fometimes have erred, even in things pertaining
unto God. Wherefore things ordained by them
as neceffary to falvation, have neither flrength

nor authority, unlefs it may be declared that they

be taken out of the holy Scripture.

General Councils may not be gathered together, awithous the coms

mandment of Princes, &c.] ¢ Great is the power and authority
¢ of Kings and Princes by the Word of God. For as the de-
¢ fence of Religion is committed unto them: fo muft they

s+ fep that all men do their duties, either to the implanting of .

¢: the Troth where it is not, or the fupprefling of fin and ido-
¢ latry, wherever it appears.” Such Councils were held in the
¢ time of the Mofaical government, by the command of the
« moft godly K. David, Solomon, Ezetiab, Fofiab, &c.” See
1 Chrop. xiii, 1, 2. 1 Kipgs viii. 1. 2 Chron, xv. g.—
xX'X. 4. And fince the Gofpel, it hath been received into
moft Kingdoms and Commonwealths by Chriftian Kings, Princes,
and Emperors. And it follows that without the will - of Kings
or Princes, they cannot affumble Councils : but no general one was
before that of Conflanting the Great, who was born in this king-
dom, by whofe authority the Nicene Council was affembled,
phout 312 years after Cirift’s Nativity, And the Council of
Configniingple by Theodsfius the Elder, as alfo the following
ones, were by the authority Qi the Emperors. See Rom. xiii. 1.

where
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where the Apoftle exhorts, faying, Let every Sonl be fubje@ to
2be bigher powers= For there is no power but of God, the prwitrs
that be, are ordained of God. Rom. xiii. 11. 1 Pet. ii. 13.

Whereof all men be mot governed by the Spirit of God, they
may err.] This has too ofzen béen the cafe. Bithops and Deacond,
&c. are ftill but men, as well when they are in a Cooncil, as
when they are out of it, liable to weakneffes and imperiections’
of homan nature, fo it is no wonder that they flould err, and
it is manifeft they do, and have greatly efred, and that in
things pertaining unto God and Chriff. See John ix, 22.2xii.
42, 47. Matt. xxvii. 63. Mark xiv. §3, 55. Alsiv. §,
6, 18. Therefore, fays Igmatius, If any man fpeak 10 you
¢ withoat Jefus Chrift; ftop your ears againft fuch councils,”
Sce Field on the Church, Jewel’s Apol. Arigcle A

e e S 2

IO §

Art. XXIL. Of Pargatory.

HE Romith Doétrine concerning Purga-

- tory, Pardons, Worfhipping and Adoration

as well of Images as of Reliques, and alfo Invo-

cation of Saints, is a fond thihg vainly invented,

and grounded upor nd warranty of Scripture, but
rathér repugnant to the Word of God.

. Comcerning Purgatory, t9c.] Tt is granted, as well by the
Romith, the falfe Church, as by the trde Church of God,
that nd unclean thing can enter into the kingdom of God ;
and becaafe all men either have been, or fill are unclean,
therefore they muft be parged from fins Bat in the manner of
purging from fin, the Romanift and true Church widely differ,
as is clearly to be proved from God’s Woid,

The Romith Charch fay, it muft Be in pergdtory that ‘the
fouls of men muft be thoroughly cleanfed and fitted for heaven:
held in the Council of Trent.  And‘that this place of Purga-
tory is in a cectain place in Hell ; and that Prayers, Maffes, and

Tovocations muft be continually offered for them.~See their
Maaual of Prayers.

Ez ’ The
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The word of God fays, that ¢, the trae Church of Chiift,
muft, and fhall ke eleanfed from all our fins, before we depart
this life; for Chrift loved the Church, and gave himfelf for it,
that he might purify and cleanfe it with the wathing of water,
by the word. Eph. v. 26. Jobn xv. 3. Again itis faid, 7% are
wafbed, ye are fandifud, ye are juflified in the name of Jefus
Chriff 5 whofe blood cleanfith us from all finy both inward and oxt-
avard. See Heb. ix. 14. Jobni. 7. 1 Cor, vi. 15. Again,
Bleffed are the dead who dit in the Lord, (in the faith of Chrift)
Srom bencoforth : Yea, faith the Spirit, that they may reft from
their Labowr, Rev. xiv. 13. Here is not one word of Purga-
tory : That there is a zarroww-way, asd a broad-way ; a place of
bappine/i and of torment; See Matt. vii. 13, 14. and Luke
xvis 20.———but no mjddle flate. Bur a¥ that belicve in the
name of Fefus Chrift fball receive remiffion of fins, and JSball never
come into condemnation, neithtr beve, nor bereafler. See Rom.
viii. 1. x. 11. Jobmiii. 18, A@siv. 12.—x 43. ,

And Clement, of Alexandria, fays, « He who receives th
¢ angel of repentance here, fhall not repent when he leayes
¢ this body; neither fhall he be alhamed when he beholds his
“ Saviour coming in Glory, with all his heavenly hoft : nei-
¢¢ ther fhall he be afraid of the fire of Hell; which is prepared
« for the Devil and his Angels.” And St. Cyprian fays,
¢ There is no confeffion in Hell: as the Tree falls fo it will be,
¢ Eccl, ix. 3. Sillingflee’s 1dolatry of the Church of Rome.

Of Pardons, or Indulgencies ; Wor/bipping of Images, &9,
« This doirine concerning Pardons, &c. is a grofs invention
¢ of the Church of Rome, contrary to God’s word ;. by which the
¢« Pope raifes immenfe fams of money, out of the faperabun-
* dant merits of Cbrift, and the Saints; who beflows it on
« whomfoever he pleafes, and as much of thefe merits as he
“ thioks fits; for the remiffion of fuch punifhments as remain
¢« to be inflied ; and this is cglled Ludulgence.”® Archdeacon
Welchmas. - And in the worfhipping of Images they now would
fain clear themfelves from the charge of Idolatry, ‘making &
-difference between an 2b/6lurr and a relative worfbip. But God

® It isincredible to think what an immenfe fum the Pope raifes in the
time of Lent, by allowing thofe, who can pay for it, to eat meat in that
Seafon. ’ ' ‘

2 faid,
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Gaid, Thes fbalt wot maks any groven Image, o s Dienfs of
anything that is in beawen abowe or in the carth beneath, to bows
dowm thyfelf unto thems Exod. xx. 4, 5. Whence thea comes
the cuftom of paying adoration ta the relics of the Saints ? when
they themftlves, while on Earth, sbhorred, and firi@ly forbad
it. See AQs x. 35, 26. AQsxiv. 15, Yea, the Angel of
God forbad St. 7ebs to worthip him. Rev. xix. 10. o

Inwocations of Saints, coutrary 0 God’s word. To conclade
with St. James i. 6. ¢ All invocation is vain where there is
« go Faith ; and fince there can be no faith where there is no
« word of God to fupport it, it follows that the iavocation of
¢ Saints mwkt be 7 vain and wicked thing.® Fhere is but one
awdiater betwwren God and Man, the Man Chriff Jefis. ¥ Tim,
ii. 5. Wbe ever liweth to make interceffion for bis people.  Heb,
vii. 25. The Patriarchs of old, Aérabam, lfaac, Jacob, David,
Daniel, and all the Prophets, as well as the Apoftles and -
Primitive Fathers, and all holy Men, made their prayers unto
God the Father, thro’ Jefus Chrift. See Pfal. 1. 5. Mart. vii.
11. Loke xi. 13. Gen. xxvi. 2g.—xxxii. 9. Dan. ix.
16. AQ@sx. 2.~—xvi. 25. Lord, grant us grace ever to do
the fame, by their worthy examples. Amen.

Art. XXII1. Of Miniftering in the Congregation.

T is not lawful for any man to take upon him
the office of publick preaching, or minifter-
" ing the Sacraments in the Congregation, before
he be lawfully called and fent to execute the fame.
And thofe we ought to judge lawfully called and
fent, which be chofen and called to this work by
men who have publick authority given uato them

in the congregation to call and fend Minifters into
the Lord’s vineyard. '

It is mot lasvful for any Man, E¢.] Publickly to preach, &ec.
but fuch as are authorifed thereunto, This is clear frem the
Old Teflament as well as from the New. The holy men of

old
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old were both-called, and commanded by God himfelf (o
preach the word, .or they dared not do fo : we read of Samus/,
Jeremiab, Jonab, Jobn Baptifi, and §:fus Clriff bimfelf, who
alfo fent out their difciples to preach Repentance and Remiffion
of Sins, and to heal all manner of difeafes. . See John i. 6.
—3x. 21, Matt. x. 5, 8. Luke ix. 1.—x. 1.

Lawfully called and chofen.] God hath ordained in his Church,
faith Paul, fome Apofiles, fome Prophets, fome Paffors and Teackers,
&e. 1 Cor. xii, 28. Eph. iv. 11. And thefe publickly to
preach the Word before all men, as Chrift himfelf did. See
Loke iv. 15. A&s iv. 1, 17. 1 Cor. ix, 16, 17.

The Sacraments net to be adminificred but by men lavufully
called.], As Chrift gave his Difciples and Apofties power to
preach the Word, he alfo gave them authotity to baptize and
adminifter. the Sacraments. Luke xxii. 19. 1 Cor xi. 244
25. A@s ii. 28. So all the Minifters . of the Word. and Sa-
craments, are Amboffaders for. Chrifl, and Minifiers of God. 2
Cor. v. 2Q.—vis 4. The Apoftles in their days ordained
Bithops and Prefbyters, and the Bithops from thenceforth
ordained others to the miniftry, f0. feed the Church of God,
purchas’d by the blood of Chrit, See Heb. v. 4. No man
taketh this bonour mpem bimfelf but be that is called of God, as
was Aaren, to the Prieft's office.  For thir canfe (faith Paul to
Titus) left 1 thee in Crete, that thou fbouldeft fot in order the things
that are avaxiing, and ordain Elders in every Citp as 1 bad ap-
pointed thee. 'Tit. ic 5. And alfo to be careful 1o make fpecial
choice of wife, fober, and difcicet meit; Of gifis, abie to divide
the word of God aright, to the uft of all edifying; &c. Sec Alts
i, 23.~xiv. 23, 1 Tim. iv. 14.—iii. 2. 1 Pet. v. 3. Tit.
i. 7.===This Article feems to have been levelled againft thofe
whom we call Lay Preachers ; men who are not called and chofen -
to the miniflry, by Ecclefiaftical authority. See Fic/d on the
Church. Bp. Lleyd of Church Governmeat, &c,

e

Art. XXIV. Of fpeaking in the Congregation in
fuch a Tongue as toe ' People underfranderh.

T is a thing plainly repugnant to the Word of |
God, and the cuftom of the Primitive Church,
to
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to have publick Prayer in the Church, or to mini-
-fter the Sacraments, ina Tongue not underftanded
of the People. - .

To prmcb in'a Tongue nit uuder/ioan’ ] This would be of very
Titele, or rather of no ufe to the people affembled. ¢ Since
¢ all divine worfhip is rather an a& of the mind than of the
¢ body ; it follows then, that the worfhip in which the mind is
“ not employed, is impious and abfurd.” Archdeacon Welch-
max. If I know not the meaning of the woice, fai‘h Paul, 7 fball
be unto bim that fpeaketh a Barbarian 5 and be that fpeaketh will
be a Barbarian unto me. 1 Cor. xiv. 11. For to fpeak, or
preach in a firange Language not underflood by the hearers,
profiteth not the congregation : Edifierh not the weak, infirueth
ot the ignorant ; as is the intent of all preaching ; but is rather
an offence to the heareérs, and bnngeth contempt on religjon,
I avould racker fpeak five words in the Church, faith St. Paol,
with my underflanding, that by my woice 1 might tedch others alfs,
than ten thoufand awords in an unknown Tongue. 1 Cor, xiv. 19,
Fufin Martyr, Tertullian, Origen, and St. Cyprian, agree to this
article, in'their epiftles. See alfo Homily on the Common Prayer,
and Sacrament, &c.

Art, XXV. Of “the Sacraments.

ACRAMENTS ordained of Chrift be not

only badges or tokens of Chriftian men’s Pro-
feffion : but rather they be certain fure witneffes,
and effectual figns of grace, and God’s good will
toward us, by the which he doth work invifibly in
‘us, and doth not only quicken, but alfo ftrengthen
and confirm our faith in him. :

There are two Sacraments ordained of Chrift
our Lord in the Goipel, that is to fay, Baptifm,
and the Supper of the Lord. ,
Tho'e
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Thefe five commonly called Sgcraments, that
is to fay, Confirmation, Penance, Orders, Matri-
mony,and Extreme Uncion, are not to be counted
for Sacraments of the Gofpel, being fuch as have
grown, partly of the corrupt following of the
Apoftles, partly are ftates of life allowed in the
Scriptures ; but yet have not like nature of Sacra-
ments with Baptifm and the Lord’s Supper, for
that they have any not vifible fign or ceremony or-

dained of God.

The Sacraments were not ordained of Chrift
to be gazed upom, or to be carried about; but
that we fhould duly ufe them. And in fuch only,
as worthily receive the fame, they have a wholefome
effe€t or operation: but they that receive them
unworthily, purchafe to themfelves damnation, as

Saint Paul faith.

Sacraments be not only Badges and Tokens, but, vather they e
certain fure aitneffes and effelual figns of God’s Grace, &Je.]
They are indeed tokens by which Chriftians are known and
diftinguifhed from Jews, ‘Turks, or Infidels. And moreover,
they be vifible figns of an invifible Grace ; and do really con<
vey that Grace of which they be figns, to thofe who teceive
them worthily, thatis, with an bumble, penitent, believing heart;
feeing themfelves the moft unworthy. Thefe, by the grace of the
holy Spirit afliting them, do really and truly receive the thing -
fignified by this bleffed Sacrament, that is, the remiflion of
fins, and other fpecial graces from the Lord,” See Ats x. 47.
Matt. xxviii. 26. But not all, do receive this: And thefe blef~
fings are witneffed to the real believer’s heart by the fealing of
the Holy Gholt, Rom. viiis 16, The Cup of bleffing awbich
ave blofs, faith St. Paul, is it not the Communion of the Blood of
Ctrifp 2 The Bread awbich we break, is it not the cemmunion of the
Body of Chriff 2 1 Cor. x. 16. And, that he might Janflify and
deanfe it awith 1be wafbing of Water by the Word, Eph. v. 26, 27.

Two

'



THIRTY-NINE-ARTICLES. &

Twe Sa:mmrm] It is plain from Scnpmn that Chrilt jofti.
tuted only wvo Surament', that is, Bnpufm and the Supper of the
Lord, b called. For to'thefe énly do the digmity ‘of ‘Sacra-
mentsagree. 'See Mate. ¥kviti! 19: Mark X4, 18, 3 Cor.
xi. 23¢ 245 25 26, The: obher1five,; compawoly £allsd, S¢-
Craments, vi%, . Coq{irmqm. Pmme, Ord:rx, :Matrmu}. a’d
Extreme Unélion, thefe the Pap fis allow to bé Sacraments, bat
our Ghysch H@tlraot sow (v 3 whvgeslo et iphibues.ae fych,
either by our.Lord, or his: Apokicse:-Xek- thepats Yo -be ufir
:in thejr proper places by«;usy :ansh aptiao - be abefede ~And St,
Paul faith, that he -who caigi 2he Breado ep siriaketh .the
Cop of the Lord onworthily,: that iis. svithout.Fxith, fsgnilyy
of the; Body. sud Bigod. of. Chrifl, & Cor. xi: apre ~Fhis :the
aaciens Church and primitive Fachere: mokt of thejp -agree. .

A St. duguflive, Si. Cl:u/ylw. sﬁb Sw Hﬂm A the SI-
erament, . ‘s " ¢

»
. L g
RGN : o ()

'
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Ax'r. XXVI Q” I'lvb Unwmbmefﬁqf tbo Mn ﬁm‘,
" which 5mder; nat tbg ﬂfeﬂ of the Sacramenl:. .

'

LTHOUGH in- ghe vifible Chb*c;l. the'evil
A be ever mmcr.qgf wx&f{ the good,. apd fome-
timas the evil have the shwtxamhomx in the_minir
. ftravion of. the Ward and-Sacrammentscs yét - forak
- much as they do noc the fame in theif 6w nante
“but ‘in- Chrift’ s, and’ do fmmﬂer by his ,com~
“miffion and authomu, we .may wle their Mxmﬂ:ry,
both in hearing the word ot -God, .and .in the re-
iceiving of the Sacraments. Neithér is the effelt
of Chrift’s ordinance takén awAy by ‘dheir wmked-
‘nefs, not the grace of ‘God’s gifts ¢ u;mqu(hed from
fuch as by, faxgh, and gightly, do- recgive; the:Sa-
craments miniftered unto them ; s which be effec-
tual, becaufe of Chrift’s inftitution and promife,

although they be miniftered by evil men.
F . Never-
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'Neverthelefs, it appertaineth to the difcipline
of the Church, that enquiry be made of evil Mi-
nifters, and that they be accufed by thofe that
bave knowledge of their Offences; and finally
being found gilty, by juft Jndgmcnt be depofed.

Sbe eoil being rver minglod woith ibe good, £2e.} Bren -id the
Church of Chrift ¢ the tares are mixed wich- the wheat.: Yet
-we #ve'to ebftrve, the miniflérs-of the: word: of God ‘do ot
‘sdosieifter theiy wwa, bat Chrifi’s Sscramentst and the tongre-
gution in reciving them haci- re(pet anto CheiRt himfelf, and
mot to the mijnifier that deals.the Bread snd Wine, aad -there-
fore it recdiveth them not fo mach from the hand of the mini-
fler as from Clarit himfelf, as 10 the virtue and eficacy of them. -
Yet n troe and faithfol minifter will certainly, by his-earneft
. prayer to God, caufe the Lord more powerfully to-blefs the
means.—St. Augafine faith, “ A minifter, that is, a difpenfer
s of it Word and Sacsaments of the Gofpel, if ho be-n goud
¢ man, is an affociste with the Golpel ; but if he be a bad
¢ man, he is not a difpenfer of the Gofpel.”—7Judas presched
she Gofpel, as well as Pater and Jobx, becanfs bhe was fo com-
manded of Chrift; yalnwualudm Matt. x. 1, 12, dzd
‘the Scribes asd Pharifies J in Mofss’s feat. And therefore
whatfocver they bid yoa obierve, faid oér Lord, sher ebferen
and do: bt do oo afier their aworks, for tbgﬁ}ml do 302
ul“- mﬂo 3. ‘o

Neither is the ¢fe of Chriff's ordinanse miu mqy éy £9c.]
Some preach Chrifl cven of envy and firife; and fome alfo of -
-good will and Jove, f Chrift is preached faith St. Paul, and I
do therein rejoies. Phil, §. 15.~18. # For neither is he that

MWW or he that watereth, but God that giveth
o the ® 1 Cop. iii. 7. .

As appersaizing to difcipline.) Againft anElder rective mot ap ac-
exfation, bus before tevo or three witneffis, ¢c. And’ if found
guilty, Mhnpnved See 1 Tim, v. 19,

'Au-.
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ARrT. XXVII Of Bapnfm

APTI1SM is not only a fign of profeffion,

and mark of difference, whereby Chriftian'
mea are dilcerned from others that be not Chrife
tened : but it is alfo a fign of Regeneration or.
pew Birth, whereby, as by an inftrumient, ‘they
that receive Bapuifin rightly are .grafted intg the
Church: the prom:fes of forgivenc(s of Sin, and'
of our adoption to be-the fons of Gad by the,
Holy Ghof, are vifitly fign:d and. feal:d : fuith
is confirmed, and grace increafed by virtue -of
prayer umo Gaod. The Baptifin of young children
is in apy wifs tp be rerainad in the Church, as moft,
agreeable with the influution of Chrift, -

Baptifm, ¢9c.] ¢« Baptifm is taken from a Greek word,
¢¢ which fignifies wathiny, or immerfling in water, and whether
« the S8acrameat of Baptifm be adminidercd by fprinking. or
s¢ dippieg- in water, is immaterial ; both point ont to us, the
#s grace which is conferred by this Sacrament; for as the flth
¢« of the body is cleanfed’ by water, fo are the ftains of the
foul by the remiffion of fins.”” Sce Heb. x. 22. Aud as the
two Sactaments, Bapri/m and the Lerd’s Supger, hive been
treated on ia che 35th asticle, I péed fay the Jefs here, oply refer
tp the proofs ;. as every child who has learved the Catechifm,
ean tell the meanjog of thefe two Satraments ¢ that they be
outer vilible figns of inward and {piritual grace. .

Buptifin ir nit oy 4 fign of ‘trofiffin, but & figs and fial of

 segemeration ar. the mew birsh of Chriffians) Whereby, sbey are
ingrefiod inte Chrift 5 bave (5F promi¥e of remifin of fim § are
mads childres of God by faub. mllmr.qf e bingdoon of Heaz(m
See Gal. iii, 36, : z7 Tit. iile 5. 1 Cor, xii, 1 130 A&l it
38, 41. Matt. xvi. 16. A8 xxii. 16. -

. Of young Cb}ldru.) Infants and, ”ybnng.Cbildren, ss well a8
Idnlt ptrﬁm. by, the word o; God, are 10 be bap;mg. quy

.....

1
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tifm is unto us Chriflians, the fame as Circumcifion to the Jews,
The children of “Jews were titcumtifed, fo the chiildren or in-
fants of Chriflians are to be baptized, Forbid them not, faid
our blefled Liosd, for of fuch is the kingdom of Hegven. Matt.
xiii, 14. Mark x. 14. See alfo Matt. xxvii. 19. 1 Cor. vii. I 4.

An'r XXVIII * Of the Lord's Sz;pperi_

T HE Supper of the Lord is not only a fign
of the love that Chriftians ought to have
among’ themfelves one to another ; but rather is a
Sacrament of our redemption by Chirft’s death :
Infomuch that to fuch as rightly, worthily, and
with faith receive the fame, the bread which we
break, is a‘partaking of the body of Chrift; and
* likewife the cup of blefling is a partakiog of the:
bload of  Chrift.
Tranfubftantiation (or the change of the fub-
ﬂance of bread and wine) in the Supper of the
Lord, cannot be proved by holy Writ; but is
repugnant to the plain words of Scripture, over-
throweth the nature of a Sacrament, and hath
given occafion to many fuperftitions.. .. .. .
The body of Chrift is given, taken, and caten
in the Supper, only after an heavenly and fpititual
manner. * And the mean whereby the body of
Chrift is received and eaten in the’ Supper, is
Faith. :
-The Sacramcnt of the Lord s Supper was not
by Chrift’s ordinance refeerd carrned abouc, fifred
up, or worfhipped.’. .

"k Supper of the Lm:‘] 'Is, a fign of the mutaab- love that

éﬁﬂm ahs Ought t5 have To each qther, and that mtimate fribnd-
3 thip,
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fip, which is or onght to'fubfit amongft alt profeffing Chriftj-
.ans: For, 28.S¢t. Panl faith, We, being masy, are ome bread, and
oxe body, for wy are all partakérs of that one Bread, 1 Cor. x.
17, 230, 21. that came.down from beaven, Joha vi. 33, 51.
. Tbe Lords Supper is a Sacrament of oxr redemption, by Chrift's
eath 3} To them who receive the Jame aertbily by faith. See
the proofs. Matt. xxvi. 27, 28. Luke xxii. 19, 0. Mark
xiv. 24. aod 1 Cor. xi. 24, 28. 2 Cor. xii. 5. ¥ Thecup -
« of blefling which we blefs, is it not the communion of the
¢« blood of Chrit ** (faith Fufin Martyr.)  received after a
¢ heavenly and fpiritual manner,” Joba vi, §6.

Tranfubflantiation.] Or the change of the fubflance of Bread
and Wine in the Supper of the Lord, is utterly falfe and a
moft. abford notion, for reafon or common fenfe to think of,
‘and intitely repugnact to the plain word of Scripture. See
Matt, xxvi. 29. Mark xiv. 25. Chrift’s real body, faith Peter,
is in heaven, and not in the Sacrament, And Paul faith,
As often as yé eat this Bread (not Chrit's real Body), and drink
this Cup (not Chrift’s real blood), ye do fww the Lord’s death
" 4ill be comes, 1 Cor. xi. 20, 26. See alfo Mark xiv. 22, 23.

The mean awhereby the Body of Chrift is received, is Faith; and
this Sacrament avas mot by Chriff’s ordinance referved, nor to be
carried abost, or Jifted up (as the Papifts do), but to be eat and
drank, in remembrance of Chrift, ¢ he commanded' us. See
Luke xxii. 19, So faith Ireneus, Tersullian, St. Cyprian, &e.
Sec alfo Homily on the Sacrament.

I

Art. XXIX. Of the Wicked, which do not eat the
Body of Chrift, in the Ufe of the Lord’s Supper.

T HE wicked, and fuch as be void of a lively
faith, although they do carnally and vifibly
prefs with: théir teeth (as St. Augufline’ faith) the
Sacrament of ‘the body and blood of Chrift : yet
‘in no wife are.they partakers of Chrift: .but rather,
to.their condenmation, " do eat and drink the fign
or Sacrament of fo great a thing. o
v ¢
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Tbe wicked, &e.] The promifed blefling 40 be received in this
Sacrament, is by Faith: but the wicked have mo Faith, and
therefore: they cat and drink to their own mluwn, a
Paul doth phainly tell w, ¥ Cor. xi. 28, 20, x. a1. Agam,,
they lack the avedding garnsent, aubich is Fath, t9c. Mate,' xxiis
#1. They are not members of Chrift's (.hurth, Eph. iv.
15. And they have no pmqnfe of hewvenly refrefhment,
being without Faich. John vi. 34. Thesefore they procare
unto themfelves moft heavy pusifhments, difesfes, death of tlte
body, and eternal death to the foul. 1 Cor, xi. 39.

An'r )xXX Of both kinds.

T HE Cupof the Lord is 'not to bedemcd to

the Lay-people: fcr bo:h ‘the parts of the
Lord’s Sacrament, by Chrift’s ardinarice and com-
mandment, ought to b: mmxﬁcred to all Chﬂthan
men’ alxke, .

If the Bread and the Cup was not to be given to a!l Chriflian
Men and Women, how are they to feaw the Lord’s demth tiBl
- hecomu? Luke xxii. zo. But it is to be given to all, as is
clear frcm the following texts cf Scriptare. Mait. xxvi. 26,
27. Mark xiv, 22, Luke xxii. 19. 15 Cor. x, 16.-xi,
25. See Ignatinsy Fuflin Martyry St. Cyprian, E¢. who allagree
to the fame.

Art. XXXI1. Of the one Oblation -of Chrif fini-
Jhed upon the Crofs.

THE Offering.of Chrift once made, is that

perfet Redemption, Propitiation, and Satif-
faCion for all the fins of the whole world, both
original and actual’;: and there is none other fasif-
fattion for fin, but that.alone. Wherefore the
facrifice of. Mafies, in the which it was commonly

faid, that the Priefti did offer Chrift for the. qmci;
' ag
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| and dead, to have remiffion of pain or guilt, are
blafphemous fables, and dacgerous deceits.

The offering of Clrif, €9c.]  Since the offering of Chritt

¢ which was once made upon the Crofs, is a fofficient facif-
« faltion for fin ; then there is 20 accafien for any other ; and
“ finceit;is perfed:for redemption, it meed not be repeated.”
Heb. x. 10. We. mee fandified throogh thy effiring of the
Bedy of Chrifl, ence for all. Aud bu is the propitiation for our
JSons 3 dnd xot ﬁr durs enly, but alfo for the fis of the avbole wo ld,
& John ii. 2. Seo Ant. 2. Igmativs fays, . the palion of Chrilt
“ is ouc RefdrreGiisn, for by his pefian he:hath reconriled s,
¢ God, and tzaly faved ‘us; fays Jreneus.” See Ads xx. .2§.
Rem. x. 6. Gal. iii. 13. John i. 29. 1 Pet. iii. 18.

‘The factifice of Mafés, is molt hotking and abfurd, a moft:
Hd’pllmouhbh, isvented by the Papifts, and a .dangerous
. dexeis, coneary to God's Word, 1 Pet, i. 18. Heb. xi. 6.
s¢ Thaphs be t0:Gad, we snd our Brethern have abapdoned
s¢ their Mefls,” faith Befl, Ch. xix. a1.—Archdescen Welch-
mon, . . .

_ ArrT. XX‘XII. Of the Marriage of Priefis.

ISHOPS Priefts, and Deacons, are not

commanded by God’s Law, either to vow

the eftate of ﬁugle life, or to abftain from Mar-

: THerefore it is tawful for them, as for all

other Chnﬁxan men, to marry at their own dif-

-cretion,. as they fhall judge the fame to ferve bet-
ter to godlinefs..

It is'moft plain and !awfnl by the Word of God, for Bnﬂ:ops.
Prielts, or Deacons, to marry at their difcretion, In- the Qld
" Pefunent cummandmest is given to the Priefls to chafe. them-
folnoe wives. 8ee Lev. xxi. 7. xxii. 1. 1 Sam. iii, 13, Alfo
in the New Teftament, fiom Zacharias. Luke i, 1. And by
the example of the Apoftles. Marriage is bonourable among all
"men.  Heb. xiili 4. 1 Cor. viii, s-e=ix. §. 1 Tim. iii. 171,

ArrT,
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ArT. XXXIIL." - Of excommunicate Pd‘fom, bow
"7 tbey are Yo a'zmded :

H AT - Perfon, Wthl'l by open denunciation

‘of the Church, is rightly cut off from the
unity of the Church, and excommasicated, dught
to be taken of the whole multitude of thie faith<
ful, as.an Heathen and Publican, ustil he be openly
reconciled . by pemance, and received into the
‘Church by a Judge that hath authority thereunto.

~ Since the Church of Chrik is a company 'of holy pesfors,

fubje@ to Chrift, as their living head ; what .then can be mord
equitable and righs, then that fuch perfons as walk diforderly;
and by their notorious crimes become 2 fchridal to she Chriftiaa
name, fhould be excommonicated, and driven- ‘b ‘from the
communion of the Church, and looked upon as heathen ment
fince they live beathenith lives, and it is the duty of all good
and godly chriftians o awsid the company of fuch, that they may
be ‘ifpam:d. 2 Thefl. iit. 6, 14. St. Paat atfo’ ‘warneth the
Church of Coricth, how to behave toward.fuch. -See 1 Car.
Ve 35 4 5. and againv. 11,°13. I]"ln repenty receive Bim
again as a brother ; but, # Be neglect to bear tht Church; et bim
be unto rhee as @ beashen mun, and a publicams Matt, xvhi.- 1y,
So faith 8. Cyprian: « Depart, I befeech you, from fuch pes-

KU fons, and acquiefce in lhe advice you have from us. o

oy .

-

ArT. xxxw Of the Traditions of the Cbmé

T is not neceﬂ'ary thac Tradn:;qn,s a;nd Ccrc- ,

‘monies be in all places one,. or ueterly like,
for at all times “they: have been - divers,-and may
be changed according to the diverfity of countries,
umes, and men’s manners, {o that nothing be
ordained
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ordained againft God’s Word. Whofoever through
his private judgemcnt, willingly and purpofely
doth openly break the Traditions and Ceremonies
of the Church, which be not rcpugn.mt to the
“Word of God, and be ordained and approved
by common authority, ought to be rebuked openly
“(that others may fear to do the like) as he that
offendeth a3ainft the common order of the Church,
and hurteth the authority of the Magiftrate, and
woundeth the confciences of the weak brethren,
Every particular or national Church hath au-
‘thority to ordain, change, and abolith ceremonies
or rites of the Church, ordained only by man’s
authority, fo that all things be done to edifying.

Tradition and C:rmmam.] If a neceflity were laid upon the
Church of God, to obferve the fame Tradition and Ceremonies
at all times and Places, then the ceremonies, &¢. of the Old
Law had remained, and not been abolithed 3 but we find the
Apoftles themfelves gave precedents of altering them as place or

. conveniency did fuit. A&s vi. 14, 46. .Gal. xi. 3. Ads

xiii. 14, 17.——*¢ Rights and Ccremonies are matters .indif-
¢ ferent in themf:lves ; but when they are eftablithed by autho-
¢ rity of the Church, they cught to be obferved by all, upon
¢¢ the account of the reverence due to that authority, which is
¢¢ derived from God ; awbo bath commanded us to obey them, awho
s¢ bawe the rule over us, €¢,” Heb. xiii, 17. (*“ He who aQs
s¢ otherwife, is a Schifmatick.”) Archdeacon Welhman. Asd

Afuch ought to be rebuked openly, that others may fear. For
- though great is the privilege of the Church and people of

God, astoaching rights and ceremonies ; yet the Church not-
withftanding, and every member thereof in his place, is bound
by law of confcience to obferve all thofe ceremonies which are
lawful, and not repugnant to the word of God, Let all things
be done decently and in order, and 10 the ufe of edifying. 1 Cor.
Xiv. 40.° And Sollow afier the tbmg: tbat make for peace. Rom,

r ArT,
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* ArT. XXXV.-

Of the Homilies. -

HE fecond Book of Homilies, the feveral

titles whereof we have joined under this -
Article, doth contain a godly and wholfome doc-
trine, and neceffary for thefe times, as doth the
former Book of Homilies, which were fet forth
in the time of Edward the Sixth; and therefore'
we judge them to be read in Churches by the Mis
nifters, diligently and diftin&tly, that they may be
underﬁanded of the people.

q Of the Names of the Homilies.

F the right Ufe

1
O of the Church,

‘2 Againft Peril of Ido-
latry.

3 Of repairing and keep-
ing clean of Churches.

-3 Of good works: Firft,
of Fafting,.

4 Againft Gluttony and
Drunkennefs.

6 Againft Excefs of Ap-
parel.

7 Of Prayer.

8 Of the Placeand Time
of Prayer,

9 ThatCommon Prayer
and Sacraments ought

. to" be miniftered in a

known tongue.
10 Of thereverent eftima
tion of God’s Word.
11 Of Alms-deeds.

12 Of the Nativity of
Chrift,

13 OfthePaflionof Chrift,

14 Of the-Refurre&ion of

Chrift. ,

15 Of the worthy receive-
ing the Sacrament.

16 Of the Gift of the
Holy Ghoft,

17 'Of Rogation Days,

18 Of Matrimony.

19 Of Repentance.

20 Againft Idlenefs.

21 Againft Rebellion.

- ® As touchjng this Article, it is not whether thefe Homilies contain found

and wholefome Dotrine, but whether they may be read in-the open Church:

3

Second.
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Second Book of Homilies, €9¢c.] In this article, the do&rine
contained in the Books of the Homilies is afferted in oppofition
to the Romawnifts, who have condemned them as heretital; and
the reading them in Churches is approved of, in oppofition to
the Puritans, who have contended that nothing ought to be
pﬁblickly read in Churches befides the holy feriptures, which is
an error eafily to be confated, witnefs S$t. Pauls Epiftles; fee
Rom, i, 15.—x. 8. Sece alfo Whitgift’s Defence.

If nothing but the plain fcriptures were to be read ‘in
Churches, there would be an end at once of all fermon preach-
ing both written and extempore: except a minifter expounds
as well as preaches, he would very little edify his hearers,

"« T cannot but magnify the goodnefs of God for all good
¢ means to bring us unto Faith, and fo unto Salvation ; but
¢ efpecially for the written-labours of holy and learned men,
“ whofe writings in all ages not only have been approved of,
¢ but likewife ufed and read in the moft facred affemblies. In
« the primitive Church were publickly read the Epiftles of Cle.
% mentus Hermes, Calvin's Sermons, the Homilies of the fathers,
¢ and many other godly books. St. Pau/ preached the gofpel
¢« as well by his writings as his fpeaking ; and he encoarages
% his Son Timorhy to do the fame.” 1 Tim. iv. 6.—16. The
Do@trine contained in the Homilies is not only found, but they
greatly confirm the tetimonies of the Fathers. Tho. Rogers,
Archdeacon Welchman.

ArT. XXXVI. Of the Confecration of Bifbops
~ - and Minifters.

T HE Book of Confecration of Archbithops
and Bifhops, and Ordering of Priefts and
Deacons, lately fet forth in the time of Edward
YL ‘and confirmed at the fame time by authority
of Parliament, doth contain all things neceffary to
fuch Confecration and Ordering ; neither hath it
any thing that of itfelf is fuperftisious and un.
.godly. And therefore whofoever are confecrated

G 2 or
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or ordered according to the rites of that book,
fince the fecond year of the forenamed King Ed-
ward, unto this time, or hereafter fhall be confe-
crated or ordered according to the fame rites, we
decree all fuch to be rightly, orderly, and law-
fully confecrated and ordered.

Confocration of Bifbopt, &5c.] Is agreeable to the word of
God, and praltice of the primitive Church; that there fhoald
be Archbithops, Bithops, Prefbyters, and fuch like differences and
inequalities of Ecclefaftical Minifters was begun by, and efta-
blithed in the Apoftles days, who themfelves were in dignity
above the Evangelifts, and the 70 difciples (fent out to preach .
the Gofpel) ; and held the aathority in and over the Churches
as the 12 Patriarchs, who alfo eftablifhed ecclefiaftical Hierarchy.
So we find that Fames was Bithop of Ferufalem; Peter, of An-
tioch 3 Jobn, of the Afiatic Churches; Mark, of Alexandria ;
* Timothy, of Epbefus and all dfia; Titus, of Crese, of Philippi;
Ephapbroditus, of Corinth and Acbaia ; Apollcs, of Athens ; Dio-
#yfius, of France; and Crefeens, of Britain. ‘Thus in thofe
early and purer times fucceeding the Apoftles, fo approved was
the adminiftration of the Church affairs by fuch kind of men
as they ordained,

* They ratified the decrees of ecclefiaftical fupremacics at the
firk, by the moft famous Council of Nice, fays Bafil. And
they gloried much thac they h1d received the Apottles do&trine,
by fucceflion of Bithops, in the room of the Apoftles after their
deceafe ; ae their goodly monuments, worthy labours and books -
yet extant, do fufficiently teftify, wiz. Irenews was bithop of
Byons; Ignatius was bithop of Antiock 3 St. Gyprian, of Carthage ;
Cyrill, of Ferufalem; Arhanafius, of Alexandria; Bafil, of Ce-
Jarea, of all Thracia, Afiaand Pontus; St. Chryfofiome, Hilary,
&c. Augufiine, of Hippo; St. Ambrofe. All moft noble infira-
ments for the advancement of Ged’s honor and glory in thofe
days. See Beza’s Epiftle,

The maznner of conlecrating Bithops, &c. we find defcribed
by St. Paul.—Whom they fer before the Apofiles, and avhen they
bad prayed, they laid their bands on them. See Alls xifi. 3.

: 3 Tim.
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2 Tim. iv. 14. and 2 Tim. i, 6. See Hooker’s Eccl. Pol.’
B. v. Fidd of the Charch, &c. B. v. ch. 56.

Art. XXXVIL - Of the Civil Magifirates.

T H E King’s Majelty hath ‘the chief power ia
this Realm of England, and other the do-
minions, unto whom the chief goverment of all
eftatés of this realm, whether they be Ecclefiafti-
cal or Civil, in all caufes doth appertain, and is
not, nor ought to be fubjet to any foreign jurifs
di&ion. ' _

Whereas we attribute to the King’s Majefty the
chief government, by which title we underftand
the minds of fome {landerous folks to be offend-
ed; We give not to our Prince the miniftring
cither. of God’s Word, or the Sacraments, the
which thing the Injunions alfo lately fer forth
by Elizabetb our Queen, do moft plainly. teftify: -
but that only prerogative which we fee to have
been given always to all godly Princes in holy
Scriptures by God himf:lf; that is, that they
fhould rule all eftates and degrees committed to
their charge by God, whether they be Ecclefia-
cal or temporal, and reftrain with the civil fword
the ftubborn and evil«loors.

The Bithop of Rome hath no juri(dittion in
this realm of England.

The laws of the realm may pum(h Chnﬁxan
men with death, for heinous and- grievous of-
fences.

It
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It is lawful for Chriftian men, at the com-
mandment of the magiftrate, to wear weapons,
amd ferve in the wars,

Tbe King’s Majefly bath the chisf Power in thir Realm of Rog.
land, &c.] Since Kings are by their office the keepers of both
- tables, it muft neceffarily follow, that Ecclefiaftical Perfons, as
well as Laymen, are fubje& to their government, for that they
‘have power to take cognizance in all cafes, as well _thofe
which concern piety towards God, as thofe which relate to
Julbce towards man, There is no power, faith St. Paul, bus of
God; the poacers that be, are ordaincd |f Ged. Rom. xiii. 1, 2:
alfo St, Peter calleth the ng the ZLpreme, or him that had
chief power. See 1 Pet. ii. 13. We alfo learn from the Old
Teltament, that pious Princes among the Fews, were invefted
with this authority, as you may fee Exod. xxxii. 22. Pfal.
laxxii. 5. 1 Sam. xxii. 12. 2 Chros, xix. §.—xxx. i.

We attribute to the King's Majefly the chicf Goversment, t5¢,}
- The office of the civil Magiftrate is to reftrain, and, if need be,
to punith offenders according to the meafure of offences, fome-
times by force of arms, if fubje@s are tarbulent or rebellious,
and fometimes by more gentle means. For Kings are Miniflers
of God; to take wengeance of bim that doth evil. Therefore Priuces
are to be feared, xot of them that do wwoelly but of the evil doer,
fee Rom. xiii. 3, 4. And it is manifeft, that whatever power
the Church of England alcribeth to her Kings, or Princes, the
fame was made ufe of aforctime by the Chrifiaz Emperors.
Sec Fewell's and Whitgift's defence.

That they fhall rule all eflates, Ec. awbether Ecclefiaflical or
.Ten)poral] See Rom. xiii. 1. 1 Pet. ii. 13. Alfo 1 Kings
ii. 26, 27.

Bifbop of Rome bath no authority.] If the Bl(hop of Rome did,
according to the will and commandment of God, preach the
Gofpel ; labour in the vineyard; divide the Word of God
aright : adminifter the Sacraments, as inftitated ‘by Chrift, and
that faithfully and fincerely, and fhew by his life and conver-
fation the good fruits of a godly bithop ; doubtlefs he would
be worthy of double honor, as 1 Tim. v. 17. Yet, were he
exer {o honourable or religious, this would give him no autho-

rity
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rity to a& out of his own diocefe, more efpecially not within
this Realm of Eagland. Mouch lefs when the Popes of Rome
have manifetly alted quite the reverfe, oppofing the com-
mandments of God, and the truths of the Gofpel, by errors,
faperftitions, moft horrible and curfed opinions,’ by which
fruits' and impieties, the Scripture has ftiled him, The very Ausi-
chrift, the Man of Sin; the Son of Perdition : and the adverfary
of God. See z Pet. ii. 3. 2 Thefll ii. 4. Rev. xvii.
" That the Pope of Rome was St. Peter’s facceflor, is intirely
falfe, for the Apoftles were equal in authority ; and further it
is clear that St. Paul was fliled the Apoftle of the Gentiles,
‘and was not afraid to reprove Peter himfelf. Gal. ii, 14,
 The Laws of this Realm may punifh, &c.] ¢ For God him«
s¢ felf doth arm Princes with the Sword, which is the infirament
of Ciwil, as well as Military Juflice ; and in vain would they
¢ bear the Sword, if it were not juft and lawful for them to
¢ ufe it on lawful occafions.” See Rom. Xiii. 4. And for
¢ this reafon, that men, might be brought into fubjeion,
¢ and good government among themfelves.” Igmatius..

Art. XXXVIIL (Of Chriffian Men's Goods
which are not common. '

T HE riches and goods of Chriftians are not
common, as touching the right, title, and
poflefion of the fame, as certain Anabaptifts dor
‘tallly boaft. Notwithftanding, every man ought,
of fuch things as he poffeffeth, liberally to give
Alms to the Poor, according to his ability.

The goods of Chriftians are mot common.] Thus the very pres
-eepts about communicating to, and relieving the wants of the
poor, plainly fhew, goods that are every man’s own 'property &
While it remaineth, faid Peter to Amanias, was it not thine own P
. &c. A@s v. 4. Yet every Chriftian Man joined to the Church of
Chrift, is obliged to relieve the poor, out of their own proper
poflefions, as the Scripture every where commands ; as it alfo
forbids the untawful getting, keeping, or laying-up riches.

See 1 Cor. v. 11, Afts xx. 35. ¢ Thefl. iv. Jo. Jam. ii. 16.
From
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From hence it is plain, that if all things were common,
then as no one would be rich, néither would any be poor. How
much better is it for a man, by poffeflicg a competency, to be
free fiom the bardfhips of want, and likewife have it in his
power to relieve the neceflitics of the poor, of ‘whom our Lord
faid, * ye have the poor alway with you.” An equality of circum-
fBances would alfo flop and contradi@® many other excellent pre-
cepts of the gofpel, fuch as relieving the poor, feeding the hungry,
and cloathing the naked, &c. See Luke xvi. g. Deot. xv. 11.
Prov. v. 15. Matt. v. 42.—~xxv, 35. 1 Tim. vi. 17, 18,

Art. XXXIX. Of a Chriffian Man's Oath.

A S we confefs that vain and rath fwearing
A is forbidden Chriftian men by our Lord
Jefus Chrift, and James his Apoftle ; fo we judge
that Chriftian Religion doth not prohibit, but
that a Man may {wear when the Magiftrate re-

quireth, in a caufe of Faith and Charity, fo it

be done according to the Prophet’s teaching, in
Juftice, Judgment, and Truth.

Vain and rafb favearing is ﬁth’ddeﬂ] ‘And the better to
avoid vain raih oaths, and fwearing, it is good that we keep in
mind’ what was faid by our blefled Lord,.and by his Apoftle
Fames : 1 fay unto you, Sawear not at all, neither by heaven,
Jor it is God’s Throne ; néither by the Earth, for it is big Footflool ;
but let your communication be Yea, yea, Nay, nay, for whatfoever
is more than the/e cometh of evil. Matt. v, 34, 37. Jam. v..32.

But that @ Man may fwear wben a Magifirate requireth it,)
And this is evident, becaufe Chrilt himfelf being abjured upon
oath before the High Prieft’s judgment feat, refufed not to do
it, See Matt, xxvi, 63, 64. See allo Jer. iv. z.—xii. 16.
Deut. vi. 13. But rath and proface {wearing is ftritly forbid.
Exod., xx. and itis far better for man to avoid taking any
oaib at all, left he forget himuelf, and fin againft God, 1his is
the advice of Auguline. Sce alfo Homily againt Swearing.
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