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PREFACE
BY THE TRANSLATOR.

: WHEN the question which gave occasion to
this work was first proposed by the National In-
stitute of France, it particularly attracted the at-
tention of the translator, In a Catholic country,
the approbation of Catholicism has in general im-

. plied the belief that every thing opposed to Catho«
licism is full only of evil. It appeared to him,
therefore, a memorable proof of the extraordinary
progress of reason and liberality, when a learned
assembly in a Catholic country proposed to esti-
mate the beneficent effects which have arisen from
the great revolt against the Catholic church.

The work itself gives occasion to additional
sentiments of satisfaction and surprise. It is an
unreserved display of all the vices of the papal
system, and an impartial representation of the
happy tendency and effects of the Reformation.
To do justice to this most important subject the
union of many talents was requisite. It was ne-
cessary to possess a very extensive and accurate
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it Preface by the Translator.

aéquaintance with historical facts, both ecclesias-
tical and political, and as well before the Refor-
‘ mation as after it. And a mind was required ca-
pable of the most vigorous and profound re-
. flection, accustomed to trace the more important
and hidden relations by which the series of human
events is affected, and thoroughly imbued with
that philosophy which imparts the knowledge of
the faculties of man, and of the circumstances
which' tend to their improvement. It is enough -
for the present purpose to-add that the translator
was surprised to find so many of those great qua-’
lities combined on the present occasion; and of
the ‘numerous circumstances requisite for the
perfect elucidation of the subject, he was pleased
to observe that far more were present than absent.
A picture, in any degree complete, of the con-
sequences of the Reformation of Luther upon the
political condition of man, and upon his intel-
lectual improvement in Europe, he regards as an
object of the utmbst curiosity and importance.
The knowledge of the subject communicated in
the present performance appeared to him great;
and he thought that a service of some magnitude
might be rendered to his countrymen by offering
it to them in their own language. The views too
which are presented, in the course of the inquiry,
respecting the 'religious and political rights of
mankind, appeared to him so liberal and just, to
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be placed at so proper a distance from those ex-
-travagant projects on the one hand, which are
" neither founded on a knowledge of human affairs,
nor consistent with their prosperity; and from
those contracted, mean, and ill-founded principles,
on the other, that because human creatures often
make a bad use of their liberty, the smaller part of
them should always prevent the greater from
having ‘any, that he thought they could not be
too generally diffused in a penod when men
are so frequently in extremes.

As the author immediately addresses himself to
persons better acquainted with many of the cir-
cumstances connected with the Reformation, and
less with others, than the people of this country,
it appeared to the translator that several particulars
in the work would require some illustration to his
countrymen, and in other places that the inquiry
might be aided by the views of some of our own
authors, or even by the lights which he himself
had been enabled. to collect. Such is the princi-
pal intention of the notes. In some places too
. the ideas of the author appeared to stand in need
of correction. And some notes are added chiefly
for the sake of the curious particulars which they
contain; or to exhibit the opinion of some emi-
nent author. "Upon the whole it is hoped that
this miscellany will add something both to the
elucidation and to the interest of the work.
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The sketch of ecclesiastical history subjoined is
so vety short, that it was impossible it could be

explicit in every particular of importance. To

~ have written notes on every thing in this which
"might appear to stand in need 'of illustration or
correction, would have required a space altogether
disproportienate to the text. It was therefore
thought proper to omit them.

It is necessary perbaps to remark, that the

suthor considers the great inquiry concerning the

effects of the Reformation of Luther as consisting
of two parts; The first, relating to its effects on
the political affairs.of Europe, and on the progress
of literature; The second, relating to its effects
on morals in the nations of Europe, and on the
religious ideas and character of the people. To
the first part of the subject he was confined by
the terms of the question proposed by the Insti-
tute. The latter part, he observes, forms an in-
quiry still more difficult, and not less important:
than that which he has attempted to execute. .
Although this work is altogether directed to
general purposes and conclusions, it is hardly pos-
sible, at the present moment, to avoid making a
particular application in regard to one department
of British affairs. It appears an object of great
importance to all those who truly understand, and
wish well to the interests of Great Britain, not
only that the Catholics of Ireland should be eman-
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cipated from all political disqualifications, but
that they should be converted from a system, in
its best shape, so much more unfavourable to their
progress in reason and virtue, than that embraced
by the rest of their fellow subjects. Were the
Roman Catholics of Ireland delivered from those
circumstances which lead them to regard the Pro-
testants as their enemies, and brought to look
without suspicion upon any thing presented to
them by Protestants, a book, like this, in which
the defects of the papal system, and its evil ten-
dency with regard to all the best interests of men,
are more fully and accurately pourtrayed than
they have ever yet been, could not fail, approved
too as it has been by Catholics, and in a Catholic
country, to have the most powerful effects on the
minds of all the best informed and superior classes,
effects which would speedily descend from them
to their inferiors.
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ESSAY, &c.

PART FIRST.
GENERAL REFLECTIONS.
SECTION I.
On the State of the Question.

IF, during one of the centuries which preceded
the sixteenth, when no barrier had as yet been
raised against the supremacy of the Roman Pon-~
tiffs, a learned assembly had come to the reso-
lution of estimating the effects of a schism, of an
opinion contrary to that of Rome, the question
undoubtedly would have been conceived in the
following terms; “ What are the evils, and what the
- scandal to which the church has been subjected
by means of the impious and pernicious doctrine
which has been stated?” At the present period,
'when sevéral respectable nations have separated
themselves from the church of Rome, when the
intimate -connections which subsist between the

B



2 Spirit and Influence of the

nations of Europe have habituated the adherents.

- of Rome to behold among the professors of a
different religion communities equally well regus
lated, equally virtuous, and equally enlightened
with themselves, the question is naturally an-
nounced in a different manner. An assembly of
philosophers in the heart -of France, restored to
Catholicism, propose, ¢ To determine the influ-
ence of the Reformation of Luther upon the state
of society in Europe, and upon the progress of
reason and knowledge.” This change in our
- language implies an important one in our opi-
nions, and in this view of the subject, it may be
asserted that the question answers itself.*

. ® If the question, thus stated, refer, as it appears evidently
fo do, to the beneficial influence of the Reformation, it denotes

an era in the progress of liberality and knowledge. This is the -

first declaration in favour of the great revolt from Popish demi-
nion, which has been made by a public and ‘constituted body in
a Popish country. An opinion_must be thoroughly sipe before
it can be published in this manner. It was by slow degrees that
popery succeeded in burying all liberality and freedom of mind.
Ten centuries it laboured either to accomplish or preserve the
conquest.  Three centuries only have revolved since the rebel-
lion; and the votaries of popery itself declare to the whole
world that this rebellion was beneficial to-the huran race.

Yet it was in this very country, that within a shorter period
than three centuries all the horrors of a St. Bartholomew's day
were perpetrated; when a king of Francé, from the windows
of his palate, fired with his own hand at bis alarmed and dis-
- tracted subjects, as they were swimming across the river to
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. As the Institute has not accompanied this
question with any preliminary explenation, the
following observations, of which the object is to
ascertain the sense and limits of the reply, caphnot
appear out of place.

escape from death, calling out incessantly, Kill, kill! and
‘when the fanatical murderers pursued into the chamber of the
king's sister, Marguerite de Valois, and even to the bed in
. which she was lying, some officers belonging to the court,
whom they suspected of Protestantism.

** On the evening of St. Bartholomew,” says Hume, ** the
sxgnalwasgwenfor a general massacre. The hatred, long en-
tertained by the Parisians against the Protestants, made them
second, without any preparation, theé fury of the court; and
persons of every condition, age, and sex, suspected of any
propensity to that religion, were involved in an undistinguished
ruin. The streets of Paris flowed with blood; and the people,
more enraged than satiated with their cruelty, as if repining
that death had saved the victims from farther insult, exercised
on their dead bodies all the rage of the most licentious brutality.
Orders were instantly dispatched to all the provinces for a like
general execution of the Protestants; and in Rouen, Lyons,
~ and many other cities, the peopls e emulated the ﬁaryo{tho

capml »

- .Even %0 late as the time of our own happy revolution, the
revocation of the edict of Nantz ‘produced the most deplorable
scenes in France; and upwards of half a million of her most
useful citizens were happy to fly from their native land, and
abandon their means of subsistence, to escape thie horrors of
the peraccution to which they were subject.

. We shall be told that France stripped herself of religion;;
and that she is now restored to Catholicism in name rather than

inrelity, This is no objection to the exhilarating conclusion
B2
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© A teformation.in religion appeursiat fiidt sfght
calculated to:produce ¢éffeets only on *¢hat 'which
concérns ‘teligion, 'on the doctrine ‘and Hiscipline
of the church. iBut/long beforertireRiéforntation
of Luther, the church and the state had become
so blended together in all the political systems in
Europe, that it was impossible to shake the one
- without communicating the -sheck 'to_the other.
- The ehurch, 'which' every where iformved-a $tate
within the state, h4d so'far pushedl its encroach-
nients upon the latter, that it threatened to
pwallow it up. All Europe had -long -been in
danger of - passing under ‘the yoke-of an abselute
theocracy. ‘The sovereigns of :the new Empire of .
the West, who-saved it from that destiny, alarmed
it ‘in their turn with the project of an umver,sal_
monarchy. ‘The kings of ‘France, of England,
of Sweden, and -ef ‘Denmark, ‘the :printes -and
. free cities of -Germiany and:Italy oppesed only par-
tially and “successively ‘the ‘preterisions of either

respecting the. progress, of reason. It is no'small -matter -that
* France is-stripped of bigotry and sgpesstition. /This is the first
step. The transition fron na religion toa:pure- religion is,«in
a whole people, much egsier than from-a ¢orrupt and perniciows,
1o a pure.religion. The propensity-in -men to: rebgious bemtia
ments will ever prevent -a .pationfirom being lnng-without-a
religion; and -the intexmedigme}gtgte,‘ whidhicpreduces ‘writifigs
‘like that we are now perugig, so.powerfully caleulated :to e
troduce a good religion, -eanpot:be cousidered as.ustless,

- %
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competitor. - A new. impulse, a new, and. pow:
exfpl tie. which boupd, together the, oppressed,
dgainst: the, two oppressprs at; ance, an evept,
which. wakened. the passions of men, the love of
liberty, and, religions and political enthusiasm,
which, doubled. the power.of. princes by inflaming;
the. minds, of. their, subjgrts, which, together with,
independence, offered to rulers, the rich prey of
-the spoils of: the clergy; an event, I say, like this,
must needs, in such a juncture, produce an uni-
versal agitation in Europe. The fabric of modern
states was shaken by it to the very foundation.
Durmg the long and pamful struggle which en-
sued, every thing obtamed a new form and posi-
tion. A new political order arpse out of. the
general fermentation and confusion;. the different
elements of which it is composed, long and vari-
qusly agitated, obeyed at last the gravxtatmg law_
of the moral world, and assumed the place as-
signed by their respective weight, which was not,

however, in general, the place which they for-
merly occupxed A new order of 1deas also sprung
up from the arrltatlon of opmxons Men dared
to thnnk to reason, and to examine what before
qnly challenged 3 blind submxssxon. Thus a
simple stroke aimed at the discipline of the church
was the cause of a considerable change in the
pol'hcal sxtuatnon of the statés of Europe, and in
the moral “culture of its m’habxtants. gfﬁe Tnsti-
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tute, therefore, was animated with the true spmt
of history when it prompted the solution of the
problemt which it has stated so well. It is glorious’
for a writer to tréat, before such an assembly, of
religion and politics, those two cardinal points of
the life of man. One of the first prerogatives of
true liberty, is the power of full and unconstrained
expression on those important subjects; and in
whatever country that power is exercised, mfalhbly
that country is free.*

* It is impossible to deny that this compliment to the Insti-
tute is, in this instance at least, well deserved. We ste enabled,
to say so with still greater evidence, now that it has given its
suffrage to a work in which so many free and noble sentiments’
are contained. To enhance the merit of that assembly, it is to_
be remembered that it is. placed under a government by no-
means very favourable to freedom of opinion; and:that general
tone of mind which this book has a tendency to inspire, is one
which Bonaparte would be very sorry to see gaining ground
among his people. The circumstances attending this publica-
tion, however, are a sufficient proof that such a tone of mind
' is gaining ground among them, and that it is too strong for all
the powers of Bonaparte to resist. 1t is produced by the cir-
cumstances of the race, the sitnation into which the species at
large is-now brought ; and no attempts of any body of men in
any quarter will avail agamst it,

' The author conveys a lessen, which will not be nusunderstood
when he states the freedom of expression, with regard to religion.
and politics, as the grand criterion of the liberty of every.
country. With regard to religion, Bonaparte indeed is not
disposed to.be without indulgence. But Frenchmen cannot
consider théit liberty of expresswn very complete in regard to

‘
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The Institute, by inquiring what has Deen the
influence of the Reformation of Luther, indicates’
clearly enough its opinion, that this influence has
now ceased, or at least has no longer an active
existence. In fact, nearly three centuries have
now elapsed since the first explosion. - The agita- -
tion which it produced has subsided by degrees;.
the force which originally communicated the im-.
pulse, and by which so many new phanomena
were produced, has ceased to act as a living power,
as a productive principle. The institutions which
it created, and those which it modified, have, for
the most part, continued; some have disappeared;.
but those which have remained follow at-the
present period the general course of events, and
that course is no longer directed by the Reforma..
tion as an immediate cause. It has perfarihed in a
great measure what it was destined to perform.
Its present influence is of a derived and secondary
nature; -gentle, and visible only in the effects of
the institutions which derive from it their birth,

" politics, They know and feel that no restraint can be mord
complete. The conclusion to which they are here called to
attend is, that they are not free. It is a hint, a suggestion
which it was worthy of a philosopher and a man of spirit to
give. It will not be without its effect. This book has run
with great rapidity through France, and over all Europe; and’
in most places it will diffuse eloarer.ideas of the civil and reli-.
gious rights of mankind. .
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The time then has arrived, when a judgment of it
may be formed, when we can enumerate and dis-
cuss the benefits and the evils whieh it has pro-
duced to the human race. It is undoubtedly
conformable to the views of the Institute that I
should confine myself .to specify exactly the more
immediate effects of the Reformation, and content
- myself with a slight notice of its remoter conse-
quences. Were it proposed to enter into the
‘dofail of these last, it would be necessary to draw,
the immense picture of the history of the states
of Ewape from that epoch, since there is scarcely
any great event, or any result of the Reformation,

such, for example, as the actual constitution of

the Germenic Body, or the Republic of the United
Provinces, the influence of which in its turn hag
mat.been greator or less. It would be impossible
ewer to find a way out of this labyrinth of secondary
_ coniiequences. For, to regard the matter thus,
the inflnence of every political or religious com-
wmotion i8 propagated to infinitude. We still at
" this moment feel more or less what happened in
India, Arabia, Greece, and Italy, in very distant
times. We yet live under the very perceptible
influence of the invasion of the people of the
north, of the crusades, and other political move-
ments, which bave become principles of action
among the nations. The line of the culture of
" natjons, a line deviating, often winding, sometimen
7
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retrograde, is.formed by the complicated actian of
so many different forces; to mark its turnings,
and deflections, in estimating the forces whicly
coneurred in its production, ia the businesa of the
philosophy of history. The author of the pre-
sent inquiry will regard it as sufficient happiness,
if his. judges are of opimion that he has completed

a similar task, in regard to that period of modesn
- history when the Reformation was the ptedotm-o
nant force.

Meanwhile it is 1mposmble for a man to engage
‘in the inquiry into the effects of the Refarmation
without finding bimself constrained o make this
reflection; “ Is not that great event which E
consider as a cause itself the simple result ef
other events which have preceded it? and musk
I not, on this account, refer to them, and not
to.it, which has been ounly an intermediate agent,
the real arigin of all that has followed ™ As-
suredly; such is the lot of mind in its researches.
While it laoks farward, the point of its departure
appears to be a fixed station from which the sue-
ceeding steps have procceded. On looking backe,
wards, the first point appears to it but a necessary
connection of those beyond it, and the step, as
it were, by which one passes to those on the
ather side. To the eye of the mind, every,
event as it traces it upwards becomes a simple
effect ; every ‘effect as it traces it downwards bew
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comes in its turn a cause. The principle which'
leads us to attribute to an'event every thing which
follows that event, as if it were its effect, is the
eonducting thread by which we are enabled to
arrange historical facts. It is the law of cohesion,

by which the present is united to the past. To .

mount up in this manner from the effect to the
cause, even to a First Cause subsisting by itself,
and which is the effect of no other cause, is a
want, a demand of our intellectual nature, which
searches for an absolute principle in which its
speculations terminate. On this deceitful path it
is that Metaphysics loses her way.—~A man en-
tirely unacquainted with the nature of a' river,
" arriving on the banks of one, and observing it
here to flow in an extensive plain, there confined
in a narrow channel, in another place foaming by
the agitation of a cataract; such a man would
regard the first turning of the stream where it’
might lie concealed from his eye as the origin of-
the river; should he ascend, the cataract would

produce a similar illusion; having reached the: '

source at last, he would consider the mountain
from which it issues as the primary cause of the
" rivers he would soon however reflect, that the
bowels of the mountain must shortly be exhausted
by so constant a stream; he will observe the ac-
eumulation of clouds, the rains, without which

the drained mountain would yield no water.’
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Thus do' the clouds become the primary cause;’
but those are brought by the winds which sweep’
the great seas: and by the sun it is that they are
raised from the sea.: Whence then comes this
power in the sun? Thus is he quickly conducted
to the inquiries of speculative physics, by the
search of a cause, of an absolute principle from
which he may deduce in the last resort the expla-
nation of so many phaznomena.

In this manner the historian who inquires into
the cause of the decline of the papal - authority,
of the terrible war of thirty years, -of the re-:
duction of the House of Austria, the establish-'
ment of a powerful opposition in the heart of
the empire, the erection of Holland into a free
state, and so of the rest, must at first behold the
immediate origin of all those events in the Re-
formation, and attribute them unconditionally to
its influence. But pushing his researches higher,
he perceives that the Reformation itself is evi-
dently but a necessary result of -other circum-
stances which preceded it; an event of the
sixteenth century, "with which, to use an ex-
pression of Leibnitz, the fifteenth was pregnant ;
at most only the cataract of the river. How
many people still obstinately persist in referring
the French revolution to the deficit, as its pri-
mary cause, to the convocation of the states
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gewrval,, to,the tigns etat,, to the parish clergy.%
Qihers, whe look somewhat: fapther, thlnk th¢xv

.- Thﬂ difficulties in. which. the French cmwn, was mwo)ved
ipnmedigtely previpus to the revolutiop, qxe well known. The
public income fell short of the expenditure of the court; and
the ternx by which this disproportion is expressed, ‘is the deficit.
Those: difficulties, and the impossibility which. was felt of
iparessing the taxes witheut new and, impertant changes in the,
government, produced the. convocgtion of the statgs, general.
And in that mtlonal assemb,ly, as iy well known, the revolution
Degan.

- In the feudal kingdoms 6f Burope the people were regarded
aa comsipting of three ondem, or sfates, as they were calledp
that of the nobikty, that, of the clergy, and that of the coos
wonajty. Whep the affairs of a natian required a consulta-
tion_of the whole pepple, the assembly distinguished into thesp
orders, was called the atates general, that is the general assem-
bly: of the three states, The order of commonalty. was i
Feance denotvinated the signs afat, or-thind state.  Tha copsti-
wvon of this order was pewer so exactly ascertaiped ag in
Epghgd It is well known that the :ep:esentatwes of cmep
were in it; but no order of persons, corresponding to our
knights of shires; and the great body of peasantry was not re-
presented in the national council. These assemblies are plainly
of the same natare with onr parlismegots in the moge eatly
periods: But the power of the aristocracy in this coumtry
obliged the king to strengthen himgelf by the alljance of pars
liaments for an extensive period ; and afterwards the spirit and
power of parliaments made it impracticable for him. to lay
them aside, when the power of the aristocracy decliged; and
thew patliaments haye been continued in this country; whereas
the stetes gcmra.l were eatly set aside by the Kings of France,
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fnd ’&xdt’dahse na pettitiitar paflistnent, in'the

When the financial daﬁcultles in France rendered the wheels of
goVemment incapable of moving any longer, every expedient .
\¥as'H4d fecouitse to, ‘ratheér than' convoke this almost forgotten
assembly, The assembly of the notables was¥first tried, con-
fisting of the ‘nobility and "higher clergy, with such persons of
{Yiz ‘third estate 4s the 'king chose'to cill. 'To them was pro- -
posed thee abolitivh of thie exetiption ‘6f the ndbility, and clergy
Hromm “taxes, and of bltiér ‘abiises. Bt it ‘was not *obtained,
‘Fhiestates general, which “Were ciiled “for on all sides, were
tectrred to as o 'longer avoidable. ‘Those who discaver the
ofigin of the French revoliition in ‘this assembly, must needs
seaich ‘a little ‘for the cause of that assembly itself; and still
more for the cause why that assembly was more dangerous in
tHe 'present age, ‘to-kingly powers, than in former ones, when
it'had been’its protéction. This danger arose from the change
in'the ciféuimatinces‘of the king and of the people, and’from thie '
thange in opitiion. ‘And‘to’trace and appreciate those changes,
Kds éen very'little eittier inthe’ taléiits or intentions of the per-
§6ns “whio hiave Milherto dédlalided upon'the French revolution,
“Among those who'find thie catise of ‘the Frenéh revolution
* entircly or prinéipally in'thie ‘tiers etdt is Mr. Burke. "¢ After”
siys lie, ¥'I'had'read over the list of the persons and descrip-
tions elected into the tiers etat, nothing which “they afterwards
did conld ‘appear astonishing.” 'Yet'the tiers etat unquestion-
ably atforded a pretty fair representation of the opinidns, pro-
jects, ‘and"principles predorninant in the nation. If that be the
cése, whdt was the cause of this general tone, and habit of
thought, which as soon as it found an occasion of acting must
riééessaiily produce such ‘scenes as‘the French revolution? This
forined ‘no 'part of ‘Mr. Burke’s inquiry. The.composition of
the “fleis ‘efat, unkit ‘as it was'for the transcendently difficult
ok’ df véfortming a dlsordered state, ‘arose out of ‘the general
circumstances of France, and was as Tittle “the effect of parti-
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g;ﬁnction of the Jesuits, &c.* They are all
right under a certain limited point of view which

cular, and momentary causes, asthe eompont:onand toneof
. the Diet of Augsburg.
" * The word parliament in theEngluhlanguage is near in
siguification to the term states general in French. In this last
tongue the word parliament was used -in a very different sense,
It was applied to certain courts of justice, composed of a cone’
siderable number of judges. It had been usual for the kings
of France to have their edicts zegistered by those parliaments,
particularly by that of Paris. These edicts, there being no
constituted legulature in France, were the laws; but by long
practice, it came to be generally conceived that they were not
" of the force of laws,—till they were registered by the par-
lisments. On this gronnd the parliaments had often remon-
strated against unpatriotic edicts, and had prevented their exe--
cution.  For a series of years the disputes, of this nature, had
continued to grow more violent; and the opposition which the
* parliaments had made to the edicts for imposing new taxes had
/contributed greatly to bring the difficulties of government to a
crisis, Those who see not the operation of general causes in
this gradual opposition are certainly not very profound contem-
plators of history.
" The extinetion of the Jesuits, which however had become-
absolutely necessary, certainly gave a blow to the ancient
systems both religious and pelitical, in all the Catholic countries
of Europe ; and contributed to shake the decayed edifice. In’
all those countries where the Catholic system remains incorpo-
rated with the political, the gradual and inevitahle decay of the
one must affect the other; and every mouldering piece which
tumbles from the one carries with it ‘a portion of the other.
But is the decay of the Catholic systemalso to be asctibed te
fhe authors of Jaoobuusm in France?
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belongs to them. Those however, whose eyq
contemplates the progress of the human race
through a series of ages, behold the movements
of that enormous mass of individuals, each of
whom, instigated by his intereést, his passions, .
"and his peculiar character, seems desirous to op-
pose the progress of all the rest; but, in spite of
their iqﬁnite diversity, all those minds have com=
mon characteristics, are directed toward certain
ends, which are. finally the same; those charac-
teristics, those tendencies, common to all, form
an union of forces, or rather a single force,
which is that of the human race, that of an
universal spirit, which concealed in the lapse
of ages, governs and directs them. Under the
dominion of Providence (that sun of the moraf
world, to use again the language of a philoso-

It is wonderful that the anthor has not here mentioned a
cause of the revolution in France on which such mighty stress
has been laid in this country; I mean the writings of the
philosophers. It does not appear that the people en the conti-
pent judge more soundly of that event then we da. The
analogy is strong between the complaints agamst these authors,
and those of the partisans of the church of Rome in the six-
teenth century, against Erasmus, who, they said, laid the egg
which Luther only hatched. The question has been asked,
with great propriety, what.were the circumstances by which
'Erasmus and others were prepared and formed to write as they
did; and the people to listen to them? And the question holds
in equal strength with regard to Voltaire and Rousseau,

. 9
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pher) that' spirit of the human race, in its cons
- tinual operution, prepares and regulates events.
Any great revolution which surprises us is only
a‘product of it, a result, a striking manifestation.
Is it then to this revolution; is it not rather to
the influence of the causes which trave preceded
and produced the revolation, that we ought to
ittribute the events which have followed it p

1t belongs then to the historian, in the case
stpposed, to direct his attention to what preceded
the great event which he examines; to deterntine
by ‘the inftuence of -what causes that event was
ftself brought about, and what has been the ex-
tent of the influence of those same causes on
the series of subsequent events. It belongs to
‘him dlso to consider what would have happened
according to the slow and progressive movement
_ of the human race, which is sometimes entitled
the natural course of things, if the great event,
if the ebullition, under consideration, had not
taken place. Finally, he ought to determine
what modifieations the peculiar and distinctive
character of that event, ‘the character of the age
and nation in which it was produced, and that of
the men who had the principal share in it, have
cosnmamicated o its effects. '
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_ SECTION IL.
On the Essénce of quormatwns in general

AS the mmd ascends the chain of events, and
passes on from every effect to its cause; in order
" to arrive at last at a first cause, at an ultimate
principle, to which it attaches the first link of the
chain; in like manner it proceeds downwards from -
causes to effects, eager to arrive at a last result,
~an absolute effect, which is complete in itself;
and no longer becomes a cause, or plays the part
only of a means to arrive at something else.
This effect, which terminates every thing, the
last link of the chain, and the final result of all
that has preceded, is the end pursued by the
mind, the place of rest where it consents at last
to repose. All its speculations-concerning hu-
man events are divided into those two inquiries,
respecting the beginning and respecting the end;
whence they come, and whither they tend. Be
_ tween those two points the activity of the mind
is confined. And it .rehdegs the distance between
them greater or less according to its extent or its
demands. But until it has arrived, in one direc-
tion, at a cause which it thinks it has reason to

. consider as a first cause; and in another, at -an
: C
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_ effect which it regards as final, the mind of man
remains in suspense, vacillates in .a forced equi-
librium, and feels the uneasiness of an unaccom-
plished destination. Resignation is indeed at-
tainable with regard to the'space which it declines
to traverse, and it may assign to itself a limit
which restrains the full expansion of its powers;
but this resignation is not competent to every
one, and is not in the pnmmve nature perhaps of
any one.

Do we then give permission to him who con-
templates the history of the human race, to ask
of himself whither tends that succession of tu-
multuous events, of commotions, and of trans-
mutations in things and in opinions? Let him
give free scope to his mind in pursuing the end of
s0 many progressive revolutions.—He can find it
only in the sublime idea of a state of things, in
which, the destination of the whole human race
being fully consummated, all their physical and
moral powers having attained their highest degree
of improvement, mankind would be as good, as

" wise, and as happy as the original qualities of

their nature permit. Not that it can be demon-

strated that this golden age of morality, this mil-

~ lennium of philosophy can even be realized as the

dream of philanthropy exhibits it to our imagina-

tion. Butin the efforts of man, in those of so-

ciety, we cannot avoid perceiving a tendency to-
) 7
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wards the better, towatds an opder of things more
just,- more beneficent, in which the rights of
every one are better guarded, and those rights
more equally divided. Let us grant that absolute
perfection will never be the lot of mortals; but,
at the same tiine, let us acknowledge that this

~ perfection forms the ideal object of their desire,

that it is a want, a demand of their intellectual
natare. It is not clear that they will ever’ arrive
at it; but it is certain that they aspire to it. Per-
adventure the phenomenon of the geometrical
assymptote is destined to be repeated in the moril
world, and that we shall for ever apptoximate to

“the ellipse without being able to touch it. Mean-

while the hope even of approximation is sufficient
to inflame the more noble spirits, and is an object
not unworthy of them. Ah! what would be the’
lot of the generations to follow, what th.e despair
of him who reflects upon them, if in the chaos . .
of human affairs the laws of an inexhaustible
creation did not exhibit themselves, if, in the
darkest storms, by which every thing appears
ready to be swallowed aip, the lightening of Pro-

" vidence did not afford through the gloom the

glimpses of a better futarity! True it is, that

when the tempests are let loose, and hurricanes,

raised by the passions cf men, rage on the ocean -

of time, the vessel cannot hold her course direct

to the destined harbour. . The spectator is some-
c 2 S
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times deceived, and thinks the motion retrograde,
when it is not. For all are not provided with
chart sufficiently correct, to'know the course of
the voyage. Those however who prelend that
the motion is retrograde acknowledge by that act
the existence of the destination to which the mo-
tion tends, since to retrograde is only to remove
from it to a greater distance. But should-this
removal even have place for a time, can it follow
" from this that the approximation will not return,
and with increased velocity? Is not that a limited
view which extends not beyond the point of de-
parture? To judge of the whole course, it must
be contemplated entire. That which human na-
ture shall run after us is not known to us; but
~ we may form presumptive conclusions respecting
it-by that which has been run before ns. Up to -
our time the species has made progress ; it is
credible that our successors will do the same.—
Greece and Italy, barbarous in their early ages,
~ were far behind Greece and Italy in the brilliant
days of their improvement. But however emi-
. ment, in many respects, that improvement may
have been, it was peculiar to-each of those na-
tions, and exclusive with regard to the rest. It
belonged to the citizen of Athens, to the-citizen
of Rome. It belonged not to man. All the-
rest of the globe was born to an inheritance of
baybarity, and slavery, of practical sIavery, beneath.

\
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‘a few millions of men. Was improvement to be
“confined for ever to a few cities, to a narrow
corner of the earth? Were the millions of human
beings who vegetated in the store house of na-
tions between the Oby and the Elbe to remain
eternal strangers to it, and to be for everonly
the swordsmen or galley slaves of the privileged
orders? No; most assuredly! Among them too
the dispersion of light was to take place; an in-
tercourse was to be formed by which the spirit of
Latium and of Achaia was to be carried to the
Cimbrian Chersonese. To accomplish this event
it was necessary either that the small number of
people with whom improvement was lodged shounld
subdue innumerable nations, and penetrate to the
remotest corners of the most distant reg'ions; or
that the mass of uncultivated nations should con-
quer the small number, and become incorporated
with them, in the native place of illumination.
After the first of those means had been tried, and
the Romans had penetrated as far as was con-
sistent with a power and a virtue worthy of eter-
nal admiration, the second, more natural, was
set in action by the mysterious Arbiter of human
events. The childfen of.the north poured them~
selves out upon the south of Europe, and carried
their own darkness along with them. Chaos ap-
‘peared to come again. Scarcely here and there a
feeble spark of light appeared in the midnight

.
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sioom; which lasted the time preportioned to the
foreign mass which had arrived. Ten ages of

fermentation were necessary to assimilate so -

-many heterdgeneous elements to the better ingre-
dients which were blended with them. At last
the light burst forth .anew on all sides. During
three ages, since its appearance, it has spread, and
wade a progress hitherto unexampled. The il-
_ lumination of Athens and of Rome is restored,
not only throughout Eurepe, but at Philadelphia
and- Calcutta. Rome, and Athems, which our
knowledge and our arts would astonish, would

admire also the philanthropy of Europe, which

glories. in the feelings of humanity, and allowa
not slavery to exiat on its soil. Such are the ef-
fects which have resulted from the dismal inun-
dation of the barbarians in the fourth century;
and in this manner do,eq'time at last vindicate the
ways of Providence, . whose. power during the,
course of one or evem of several generations ap-
pears sometimes entirely to have remitted its ac-
tien. It behoved me tomake choice of this ex~
ample, becanse the apparent downfal of human
nature, during the long interval of barbarity in
the middle ages, is generslly the favourite theme
on which the adversaries of Perfectibility descant
in recommendation of their own docirine.

Should we examine too with' minuteness the

progress of civilization among these barbarians,
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the progenitors- of the people which have now
attained the greatest height of improvement,
what should we first perceive? Force, the only
law: Every individual, every lord -of a castle at
. war with all his neighbours: And those personal -
contests inundating the earth with blood, carrying
desolation into every corner, ard regulated by no
law but the ferocxty of the conqueror. How dis-
astrous a picture for example do the Gauls present |,
in’that penod of anarchy! By degrees the valour
or the fortune of certain chiefs unités extensive
provinces under their dominion; into which they
introduce a species of order and discipline, and in
which the inhabitants are saved from an universal
and unintermitted warfare. Atlast those provinces
themselves become united under a single govern- .
ment: Millions of men who previously were

" divided into a multitude of hordes, cutting one

snother’sthroats, are thenceforward fellow-citizens, .
_ brethren, subject to the same laws, restrained and

regulated by the same discipline. Where murder -
and rapine swayed uncontrouled, security, order,
and harmony are beheld; Gaul is now an homo. -
geneous whole ; "and over its entire surface reigns

that perpetual peace which is painted in our imagi.

nation, and in the reality of which it is so difficult’
to create belief. Shall our civil wars be objected?
‘Those indeed are merely accidents; violent situa- -
tions of affairs, and contrary to the order of
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“nature.” This is no longer the permanent, the
constitutional state, if we may adopt that ex-
pression, of a whole country. The medicative
.power of the body itself speedily prov:des are-
medy; and experience ptoves that the remedies
become every day more easy to obtain. Let us
, conclude then, notwithstanding the morose dis- -
position which makes so many men admirers of
the past, solely for the pleasure of depreciating
the present, that our age is greatly before that
.of the Goths and the Vandals; and seeing human
nature "has advanced the whole space between

~ . them, this consolatory prospect cannot be taken

‘from us, that our posterity will proceed anwards to
‘a still better and happier situation.
- I solicit thie indulgence of my judges for this ef-
" fusion which has issued almost involuntarily from
‘my mind. I know that one may hazard the lan-
guage of speculation before an assembly of wise
men; whose object it is to carry into the study
of histery the consolatory views of philosophy.
How indeed was it possible to refrain from turning
“ones eyes towards an amelioration in human affairs,
while contemplating the consequences of those
bloody revolutions of which the Reformation
effected by Luther presents so memorable an
example? At .each of those great convulsions
among the nations, ought we not to accuse divine
Providence of a tyrannical absurdit'y, if the resuly

i
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of all those evils were only to fall back into a
worse condition than that out of which we had
arisen ?—But no; after those dep]orablq commo-
tions, in which so many individuals are sacrificed,
it is not un¢ommon to see a better order of things
arise, to behold the race itself advance more
freely toward the great end which is pointed out
to it by its intellectual mature, and obtain a new
expansion - of "its improvement by every new
explosion of its powers.*

* There are few persons, it is presumable, who will object to
this moderate and rational view of the tendency in the condition
of the human species toward improvement. Yet this is no
ether than the doctrine of Perfectibility to which sueh horrible
consequences have been ascribed. That impulse which every
individual experiences to better his condition, and which is the
inexhaustible source of improvement in the individual, is an
equally necessary and inexhaustible source of improvement to
the species. Those circumstances in the constitution of this
world, which have been so largely descanted upon, which seem
* opposed to the establishment of perfect happiness or virtue on
the earth, prove nothing. It will not be denied that a much
more perfect state of happiness and virtue, than any which at'
" present exists upon the earth, is perfectly consistent with the
" constitution of this world. And to advance as near as possible
to what of perfection this congtitution .permits is all that the
advocates of Perfectibility contend for. Toward this state of
perfection, they think there is a natural and fixed tendency in
human nature, and the coustitution of things amid which
human nature is placed ; a tendency which can only be counter-
acted by temporary, and accidental causes, and which will
finally trinmph over them ; and that the idea of this perfection
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In conformity with these conclusions we wnli
consider the gradual improvement of the human
species as consisting of an uninterrupted series of

is the grand model to which the conteraplator and the director
of human affairs should turn their attention in delineating or ex-
ecuting plans for the administration of any portion of those
affairs. “The meaning, unquestionahly, is, to turn their attention
to it with wisdom and discretion; and the doctrine is not an~
swerable for the erroncous apphcatwns which may be made
of it.

It may be worth while to compare, on this important. sub_)ect
the expressions of Villers, with those of avery cautious and

, guarded philosopher of our own courtry :

"« Before closing this disquisition, it may hepmpu for me to
stterapt te obviate a little more fully then I have done, an ob
jection which has been frequently drawn from the past experi-
ence of mankind, agsinst that supposition of their progressive

“improvement, on which all the foregoing reasenings proceed.
How mournful are the vicissitudes which history exhibits to us,
in the course of human affairs; and how little foundation da
they afford to our anguine prospects concerning futurity ! If, -
in those parts of the earth which were formerly inhabited by.
barbarisns, we now see the most splendid exertions of genims;

- and the happiest forms of civil policy, we behold others-which,
in aneient times, were the' seats of science, of civilisation,
and of liberty, at present imimersed in superstition, and laid
waste by despotism, After a short period of civil, of military,
and of literary glory, the prospect has ehanged at.once: the

" career of degeneracy has begun, and has proceeded till it eould
advance 8o farther ; or séme unforeseen calamity has occurred,
which has obliterated, for a time, all memory of former im-
provements, and has condemued mankind to re-trace, step by
step, the same path by which their forefathers bad risen ta
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reformations; “partly silent and genotle, the slow
produce of “ages, of the personal conviction of
the powerful orders, and of opinicn, which in

greatmess.  Jo a word ; on such a retrospective view of buman,
.affaire, maan appears to be the mere sport of fortune and of ac-
cident; -or rather, he appears to be doomed, by the condition
of his nature, to run alternately the career of improvement and
of degenerscy; aad to realise the besutifd but melancholy
fable of Sisypbus, by an eternal renovation of hope -and of
disappointment, : ‘
In opposition to these discouraging views of the state and
peespects of man; it may be remarked in general, that in the
course of these latter ages, a variety of events have happened
<ia the histary of the warld, which render the candition of the
human race essentially different from what if ever was among
the nations of antignity ; and which, of consequence, render
o) onr regsoniags concerning their future fortunes, in so far 9§
they are foundad merely on their past experience, unphilose-
“phica) and inconclusive. The alterations which have taken
Place in the art of war, in consequence of the invention of fire-
ars, and of the modern science of fortification, have givea
to cividised nations 3 secuxiky against the irruptions of harbarians, -
which they never befoup possessed. The more extended, and
the mave eonstant. intercaurse, which the improvements in com-~
meice aad in the art of pavigation. bave opened, among the
distant, quariess af the globe, cannot fail to operate in under- -
mining local and national prejudices, and in impartiog to the
whole - species the ingellectal acquisitions of each particular
. cemaunity. The accumulated experience of ages has already
taught the miems of mankind, that the most fruitful and the
et permanesnt spwrces of revenye, are to be derivad, not from
conqueted apd tributary provinces, but from the internal pros-
ity apd wealth of their own snbjects:—and the same expe-
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time brings errors to the ground; and partly tu-
multuous, and violent, the sudden effect of a
beam of light which strikes all eyes, of patienee

rience now begins to teach nations, that the increase of their
awn wealth, so far from depending on the poverty and depres-
sion of their nexghbmus, is intimately connected with their
industry and opulence; and consequently, that those commer-
cial jealousies, which have hitherto been so fertile a source of
animosity ameng different states, are founded entirely on igno-
rance and prejudice. Among all the circumstances, however,
which distinguish the présent state of mankind from that of
antient nations, the invention of printing is by far the most

impoitant ; and, indeed, this single event, independently wof -

every other, is sufficient to change the whole course of humag
affairs. . . .

The influence which printing is likely to have on the future
history of the world, has not, I think, been hitherto examined,
by philosophers, with the attention which the importance of the

subject deserves. One reason for this may, probably, have
been, that, as the invention has never been made but once, it
bas been considered rather as the effect of a fortunate accident,
than as the result of those general causes on ‘which the progress
of society seems to depend. But it may be reasonably questi-
oned, how far this idea be just. For, although it should be
allowed, that the invention of printing was accidental, with
respect to the individual who mede it, it may, with truth, be
considered as the natural result of a state of the world, when a
number of great and contiguous nations are all engaged in the
study of literature, in the pursuit of science, and in the prac-
tice of the arts: insomuch, that I do not think it extravagant to
affirm, that, if this invention had not been made by the parti-
cular person to whom it is ascribed, the same art, or some
analogous art, answering asimilar purpose, would have infallibly
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_, exhausted under long oppression, of the desire
inflamed to excess of restoring the balance in
some part of the political or religious system.:

been invented by some other persom, and at no very distant
period. Theart of printing, therefore, is intitled to be consi-
dered as a step in the natural history of man, no less than the
art of writing ; ‘and they who are sceptical about the future pro-
gress of the race, merely in consequence of its past history,
reason as unphilosophically, as the member of asavage tribe,
who, deriving his own acquaintance with former times from
oral traditien only, should affect to call in question the efficacy
of written records, in accelerating the progress of knowledge
and of civilisation. : '

‘What will be the particular effects of this invention, (which
has been, hitherto, much checked in its operation, by the re-
straints on the liberty of the press in the greater part of Europe,)
it is beyond the reach of human sagacity to conjecture; but, in
geteral, we may venture to predict with confidence, that, in
every country, it will gradually operate to widen the circle of
science and civilisation ; to distribute more equally, among all
the members of the community, the 4dvantages of the political
union ; and to enlarge the basis of equitable govem'ments, by
increasing the number of those who understand their value,
and are interested ta defend them. The science of legislation,
teo, with all the other branches of knowledge which are con-
nected with human improvement, may be expected to advance
with rapidity ; and, in proportion as the opinicns and institutions
of men approach to truth and to justice, they will be secured
against those revolutions to which human affairs have always
been hitherto subject. Opinionum enim commenta delet dies,
nature judicia confirmat. :

These views with respect to the probable improvement of the
werld, .are so conducive to the comfort of those who entertain
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Those are the epochs, the mile-stones, as it were,
of the human race in its journey through time..
History enumerates them with care, observes

them, that even, although they wete founded in delusion, &
wise man would be disposed to cherish them. What should.
bave induced some respectable writers (o controvert them, with
so great an asperity of expression, it is not easy to conjecture;
for whatever may be tliought of their truth, theit practical
tendency is surely favourable to human happiness; nor can that
temper of miud, which disposes a man to give them a welcome
" reception, be candidly suspected of designs hostile to the inte-
rests of humanity. One thing is certain, that the greatest of
all obstacles to the improvement of the world, is that prevailing -
belief of its improbability, which damaps the exertions of so
many individuals; and that, in proportion as the ¢ontrary opi-
-nion becomes general, it realises the event which it leads us to
anticipate. Surely, if any thing can have a tendency to call
forth in the public service the exertions of individuals, it must
. be an idea of the magnitude of that work in which they are
conspiring, and a belief of tht permanence of those benefits,
which they confer on mankind by every attempt to inform and
to enlighten them. As in antient Rome, therefore, it was-
regarded as the mark of a good citizen, never to despair of the
~ fortunes of the republic;—so the good citizen of the warld,
whatever may be the political aspect of his own times, will
never despair of the fortunes.of the human race: but will act -
upon the conviction, ‘that prejudice, slavery, and ocorruption,
" must gradually give way to truth, liberty, and virtue; and that,
in the moral world, as well as in the material, the farther our-
observations extend, and* the longer they ate cogtinued, the
more we shall perceive of order and of benevolent - desngn in
the universe.

Nor is this change in the condition of Man, in consequence -
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their effects, and forms by them the divisions of

ber labour.
. Men of temperate natures, whom a mild phi-

of the progress of reason, by any means contrary to the general
analogy of his natural history. In the infancy of the individual,
his existence is preserved by instincts, which disappear after-
wards, when they are no longer necessary. In the savage state
of our species, there.are instincts which seem to form a part of
- the human constitution; and of which no traces remain in those
periods of society in which their use is superseded by a more
enlarged experience. Why then should we deny the probability
of something similar to this, in the history of mankind consi-
dered in their ﬂolmcal capacity ? I have already had occasion to
observe, that the governments whith the werld has hitherto
seen, have seldom or never taken their rise from deep-laid
schemes of buman policy. In every state of society which bas
yet existed, the multitude has, in general, acted from the im~
mediate. impulse of passion, or from the pressure of their
wants and necessities ; and, therefore, what we commonly call
the political order, -is, at least in a great measure, the result of
. tho passions and wants of man, combined with the circum-
stances of his situation; or, in other words, it is chiefly the
result of the wisdom of nature. So beautifully, indeed, do
these passions and circumstances act in subserviency to her de-
sigus, and so invariably have they been found, in the history of
Past ages, to conduct him in time to certain beneficial arrange- -
. menu, that we can hardly bring ourselves to believe, tbatthe
end was not foreseen by those who were engaged in the pursuit.
Even in those rude periods of society, when, like the lower
amimals, he follows blindly his instinctive principles of action,
be is led by an invisible hand, and contributes his share to the
execution of a plan, of the nature and advantages of which he
bas no cenception. 'The operations of the bee, when it begins,
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_lanthropy warms without enthusiasm, who are
more shocked by the appearance of present evils,
than animated by the hope of future benefits,

for the first time, to form its cell, cor;veys to usa striking
image of the efforts of unenlighteaed Man, in conducting the
operations of an infant government.”  Stuart’s Elements of the’
Philesophy of the Human Mind. Ch. 1V. sec. 8.
He recurs to the same doctrine in the following beautifal ex~
pressions, in closing his account of the imagination :
¢¢ The common bias of the mind undoubtedly is, (such is
the berevolent appointment of Providence,) to think favourably
of the future; to overvalue the chances of possible good, and. .
to under-rate the risks of possible evil ; and in the case of some
fortunate individuals, this disposition remmins after a thousand
disappointments. To what this bias of our nature is owing, it
is not material for us to inquire : the fact is certain, andit is an
" important one to our happiness. It supports us under the real
distresses of life, and cheers and animates all our labours : and
although it is sometimes apt to produce, in a weak and indolent
mind, those deceitful suggestions of ambition and vanity,
which lead us to sacrifice the duties and the comforts of the
present moment, to romantic hopes and expectations; yet it
must be acknowledged, when connected with habits of activity,
.and regulated by a solid judgment, to have a favourable effect on
the character, by inspiring that ardour and enthusiasm which
both promipt to great enterprises, and are necessary to ensure
their success. When such a temper is united (as it coinmonly
- is) \wit'h pleasing notions, concerning the order of the universe,
"and in particular concerning the condition and the prospects of
" rnan, it places our happiness, in a great measure, beyond the
power of fortune. While it adds a double relish to every enjoy-
ment, it blunts the edge of all our sufferings ; and even when
human life presents to us np object on which opr hopes can rest,
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those peaceful minds, whom impetuous movements
and the furies of insurrection alarm; such men, I
say, who are the friendsof the ameliorations and re~
forms which time produces without a dommotion,
rightly desire that good would never present itself
but under a beneficent appearance. Wherever
they observe the conflagration of passions, arms
challenged by arms, and thunder answering thun-
der, they sigh, theylament, they protest, equally
against both parties. Frequently they decide
against him who_gave the first blow to the peace
which they cherish, notwithstanding that it is
-often he who is really"innocent, the victim of op
pression, by which he has at last been urged to
extremity.~~May we not rank in this class a great
number of the enemies of our last revolution,
a set of virtuous and upright men who shuddered
at the shock of partics? In the same manner
may we explain the estrangement which some

it inwites the imagination beyond the dark and troubled harizon
which terminates all our earthly prospects, to wander uncop-
fined in the regions of futurity. A tan of benevolence,
whose mind is enlarged by philosophy, will indulge the same
agreeable anticipations with respect to society; will view all
the different -improvements in arts, in commerce, and o the
sciences, as co-operating to promote the union, the happiness,
and the virtue of mankind ; and, amidst the political disorders
* resulting from the prejudices and foilies of his own times, will
look forward with transport to the blessinigs which are reserved
' for posterity in 2 more enlightened sge.” Ib.-Ch. VII, sec. 6.
D
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_ distinguished charactersof the 16th centory shewed,
ot to the doctrine, but to the events of the Re-
formation. Erasmus entitled it the ZLutheran
Tragedy; and.in fact it was because the piece an~
nounced itself as a tragical one, that this dis-
cerning and cautious man, whose favourite motto
was, otium cum dignitate, refused to become an
actor in it. But to expect that good should be
. wrought out of good only, is' to make of human na-
ture a romance, to turn history into a pastoral,
and the universe into an Arcadia. This, unfor-
. tunately, is not the order of events. Nature amid
the bounties which she sheds in profusion on the
earth, disfigures it by hurricanes, by inundations,
by subterraneous fires, the images of the terrible
disasters which sometimes appear in our social
confederacies, and which are owing, frequently
to the faults of our predecessors, sometimes to
our own. It belongs to the man, fitted to live
in the age in which he is cast, to resign himgelf
to its course, to observe in it the operation of the
comprehensive laws which direct the great whole ;
laws which we misunderstand only when we dare
to judge of their action from too partial and
limited a view.*

;" 'i‘his distinction between the two great classes of the

friends of amelioration and advancement in human affairs is -

important, and well explained. It is material to add that the
natural teropes, to which either class 'yields obedience, deads
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" The amelioration, after which man perpetually
aspires, both in his political and religious institu.
to evil cohsequences. The one runs the risk of degenerating
into timidity, and of losing important opportunities for benefit-
ing mankind; the other is in danger of running irto rashness;
and of incuiring great evils by the unseasonable putshit of ad-
vantages. Reason, not natural temper, on either side, is the
proper guide in this momentous concern. ‘The business of all
men who wish to benefit their species is to cultivate their reasong
not to listen to their passiohs, or temper, but to acquire a steady
and perfect habit of consulting their reason solely, in a case in
which it alone can give proper advice. The behaviour of Eras-’
mus, to which reference is here made, throws so much light
on this important subject, that it will be useful to peruse some
passages from a work,, in which the conduct of that celebrated
man is very finely illustrated, his life by Dr. Jortih.

¢ The celebrated diet of Worms was held this year, 1521,
where Luther, who had as much courage 4s Alexander and
Julius Czesar put together, made his appearance, and maintained
his opinions, in the presence of Charles V, and of other princes.
After this, his friend the elector of Saxony carried him off se-
cretly, and cohveyed him to the fortress of Wartburg, where
he remained concealed for some time, being proscribed by the
emperor, and excommunicated by the pope. Hereupon Eras- -
mus wrote a long letter to his friend Jodocus Jonas, a Lutheran,
in which he deplores the fate of Luther, and of those who had
declared themselves his associates; and blames them much for
want of moderation, as if this had brought their distresses upon
them. Moderation, doubtless, is a virtde: but so far was the
opposite party from allowing Luther to be in the right, as to the
main points, that it was his doctrine which gave the chief ofe
fence to the court of Roime; and he would have gdined as little
upon them by proposing it in the most submissive and softest
D2
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tions, consists in bringing and retaining them as
near as he possibly can to the particular spirit

manner, as he gained by maintaining it in his rough way.
Erasmus himself experienced the truth of this; and the monks
' were not induced to change any thing that was reprehensible i
their notions and in their manners, by his gentler and more
artful remonstrances, and abhorred his ironies no less than the
bold invectives of Luther. However, Erasmus may stand ex-
cused in some measure in the sight of candid and favourable
Jjudges, because he talked thus, partly out of timidity, and
pastly out of love and friendship towards him to whom he ad-
dresseth himself. You will tell me, says he, my dear Jonas,
to what purpose these complaints, especially when it is too late?
Why, in the first place, that (although things have been carried
almost to extremities) one may still try, whether some method
ean be found to compose these terrible dissensions. We have 2
pope, who in his temper is much disposed to clemency ; and en
emperor, who is also mild and placable. Honest Erasmus
judged very wrong of both these persons. Leo was a vain,
voluptuous and debauched man, who had no religion, and no
compassion for' those, whe would not submit entirely to his
pleasure, as he shewed by the haughty manner in which he

treated Luther, without admitting the least relaxation in agy of
_the disputed points. Such is the character which histery hath.

bestowed upon him : and as to Charles V, be was & most ame
bitious and restless prince, who made a conscience of nothing,
to accomplish any of his projects, as it appears from the bloody
wars which he waged under religious pretences, and indeed
from his whole conduet. The Lutherans would have been fools

and mad, to have trusted themselves and their cause to such a

portiff, and to such an emperor.
L« Ifﬁnsmotbeaconmphd:ed,oonmuum 1 would

.not_bave you interfere in these affairs any lenger. I alwaps



which constitutes their essence. The exterior
forms with which they are clothed, are never.so

foved in you these excellent gifts, which Jesus Christ hath be.
stowed upon you; and I beg you would preserve yourself, that
you may hereafter labour for the cause of the Gospel. The
" more I have Joved the genins and the talents of Hutten, the
more concerned I am to lose him by these trqubles; and what
a deplorable thing would it be, that Philip Melanchthoo, an
amiable youth of such extraordinary abilities, should be lost to
the learned wclarid upon the same.acconnt! If the bebaviour of
those, who. govern human gffairs, shocks ue and griefs us, I
believe we must leave them to the Lord. If they command
thmgs reasonable, it is Just to obey them; if they require thmg:
unreasonable, it is an act of piety to suffer it, lest something
worse ensue.  If the present age is not capable of receiving the
whole gospel of Jesus Christ, yet it is something to preach it in
part, and as far as We can.—Above sll things wo should avoid a
schism, whi 'jxl,.'of‘ pernicious consequence to all goad men,
There is a cfrtain pious eraft, and an innocent time-serving,
which howw\'erwemustsouse, as not to betray the cause of
yeligion, &e.

¢ Such is the gospel which Erssmug preached up- to the Luo
therans, imagining that they and their cause would go ‘to ruin,
and that a worse condition of things would ensue. But, if they
had complied with hig proposal, we should have been at thig
day invalved in all the darkness, which .had averspread the
Christian warld in the fifteenth century, and for many sges be«
fore it.  So far would the popes and the ecclesiastics have been
fromo abandaning their heloved interests, founded upon ignos
rance and superstition, that a bloody inguisition would have
been established, not only in Italy and Spain, but in all Christian
gountries, which would have smothered and cxting\iished for
ever those lights which then began to sparkle. Lutheranism,
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exactly adapted to their spirit, as to m@it its
entire operation and accomplishment. It happens

gaining more strength and stability than Erasmus expected,
prevented the tyranuy of an inquisition in Germany, and the
Reformation of Calvin secured the liberty of other countries.
If all Germany had yielded and submitted to Leo and to Charles,
in compliance with the timorous counsels of Erasmus, he him-
self would undoubtedly have been ane of the first sufferers ; and
the court of Rome, no longer apprehensive lest he should join
himself to the heretics, would have offered him up a sacrifice
of a sweet smelling savour to the monks, who did a thousand
times more service to that court than a thousand such scholars
as Erasmus.”

““We have, in ‘this yedr, 1521, a remarkable letter of Erage
mus, addressed to his friend Pace, dean of St. Paul's. I see
now, says Erasmus, that the Germans (the German Lutherans)
are resolved, at all adventures, to engage me in the affair of
Lauther, whether I will or not, In this they have acted foolishly,
and have taken the surest method to alienate me from them and
their party. Wherein could I have assisted Luther, if I bad
declared myself for him, and shared the danger along with him?
Only thus far, that, instead of one man, two would have pe-

rished. I cannot cenceive what he means by writing with such

a spirit: one thing I know too well, that he hath brought
great odium upon the lovers of literature, It is true, that he
had‘l given us many a wholesome doctrine, and many a‘'good
counsel; and I wish he had not defeated the effect of them by
hig intolerable faults, By if Ae had written every thing in the.
mast unexceptionable manner, I had no inclination to die for the
sake of truth. [Every man hath not the courage requisite to make
¢ martyr; and I am afraid, that if I were put to the trialy
shauld imitate St. Peter,
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bat too frequently that an embarrassment in the
wheels of the machine interrupts and disturbs the

¢ It was proper to give these extraordinary words at length,
because though he hath elsewhere dropped some expressions
amounting nearly to the same thing, yet perhaps he hath no-

whete so frankly opened his mind, and so ingenuously owned |

his timidity. The apprehension of losing his revenues, the re-
putation which he still enjoyed in the court of Rome, and was
loth to give up entirely, and possibly the fear of being excom-
municated and proscribed, and perhaps polsoned or assassinated,
might work together upon him, and restrain him from speaking
freely concerning the controversies then agitated. However,
to do him justice, he still maintained the truth, though cautiously
and obliquely. Although he frequently censured Luther, yet
he heartily wished that he might carry his point, and extort
from his enemies some Reformation both of doctrines and man-
ners; but, as he could not imagine that Luther wounld succeed,
he chose to adhere outwardly to the stronger party. I follow,
says he, the decisions of the pope and the emperor when they

are right, which is acting i:eligiously ; I submit to them when

they are wrong, which is acting prudently: and I think that it
is lawful for good men to behave themselves thus, when there
is no hope of obtaining any more,

© . % After this, when Erasmus testifies his disapprobation of the
Lutheran measures, it is needless to seck other reasons for it
than those which have been here mentioned.
" ¢ Le Clerc often censures Erasmus for his luke-warmness, ti-
midity, and unfairess, in the matter of the Reformation; and I,
as a translator, have adopted these censures, only softening
them a little here and there: for I am, in the main, of the same
opinion with Le Clerc as to this point. As Protestants, we are
certainly much obliged to Erasmul yet we are more obliged
to the authors of the Reformation, to Luther, Melanchthon,
Zuinglius, Oecolampadius, Cranmer, Bucer, &c.

.
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action of the primary spring. What subjects alt
human institutions to this discordant duplicity is

¢ Erasmus shews at large, that whatsoever pains he had taken

to keep upon good termy with the divines of Louvain, it bad
been impossible to gain théir friendship; and that some of them
had cruelly deceived him, particularly Joannes Atensis, who
was one of the most able and cansiderable persons amongst them,
. Then he makes a transition to Luther, and censures his violent
proceedings; as if Luther could have brought the Christian
world to measures of Reformatian, in spite of the Romish court,
without plain-dealing and animatedtexpressions! He declares his
hatred of discord to be such, that he disliked even truth itself,
if it was seditions. But Luther, who was of another humour,
would have replied, that such was his hatred for falshood and
oppression of conscience, that he thought it better to suffer
persecution, if it arose, and to break loose from such a tyranny
at all adventures, than to stoop down, and live and die under it,
and hear a thousand lies vented and obtruded under the vene-
rable name of Christian doctrines. They who are bold and re~
solute will gpprove these maxims of Luther, and they who are
gautious and dispirited will cloge in with those of Erasmus. It
must be acknowledged, that in this Luther acted rather more
like an apostle, or a primitive Christian, than Erasmus. If the
first Christians had beep afraid of raising disturbances, they
‘would have chosen to comply with the Sanhedrim, and to live
at. peace with their countrymen, rather than to draw upon them«
selves so much batred. Some of the great, says Erasmus,
meaning the king of Denmark, are of an gpinion, to which [
canndt assent, that the malady is too inveterate to be cured by
gentle methods, and that the whole body must be violently
ghaken, before it can recover its health, If it be true, I had
rather that others should administer this strong physic, than
mysclf. Very well: but then, at least, we ought to, respcc;
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the nature of man itself, which is-a compound of
a mind and e body intimately united. Confined,

sod commend, and not to cengure those, who have the courage
and the constancy to do what wé dare not practise,”

“There was at this time a certain preacher at Constance, whe
sonsulted Erasmus by Botzem, how the Refofmation might best
be advanced. Erssmnus answered, that they who imagined
themselves to have as great abilities for settling those Christian
truths which concern all men and all times, as they had for a
theological compotation, or a little scholastic dispute, were in-
finitely mistaken. Truth, says he, is efficacious and invincible,
bat it must be dispensed with evangelical prudence., For my-
self, I so abhor divisions, and o love concord, that I fear, i
an oocasion presented itself, I should sooner give up a part of
truth, than disturd the public peace.

+¢ But the mischief is, that a man cannot thus give up truth,
without running into falshood, and assenting to things which he
doth not believe. For a man cannot judge that to be right,
which his own reason pronounces to be fulse, only because over.
bearing persons attack the truth with more vehemence than he
chooseth to employ in defence of it, and are the majority and
the stronger party. Besides, when such enemies to reason and
$o religion perceive that a man will not have the courage o dee
fend his opinions at all extremities, which Erasmus confessed to
be his own disposition, they never fail to take advantage of him,
to oppress him, and to run him dewn, well knowing that no-
thing is necessary to accomplish their purposes besides stubborn-
ness, clamour, impudenee, and violence. And so spiritual
tyranny being once erected, would endure for ever, and gwin
strength and stability. Concord and peace are unquestionably
valuable blessings ; but yet not to be purchased at the expence
of tuth and liberty, which are infinitely more estimable thn
" #sordid tmnqmlhty beneath the yoke of falkhood and asbitrary
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and as it were entrameled by the organs of the
body, which are given it for its manifestation,

dominion. Beneath this yoke the Christian republic becomes =
mere faction of poltroons, solicitous about enjoying the present,
and neglecting every thing that is laudable, under the pretext of
preserving the peace. Such would have been the present state
of christianity, if the pacific scheme of Erasmus bad been re-
ceived and pursued, Divisions, it must be owned, do much
. harm; yet they have at least produced this good, that the trath
of the gospel, and a Christian liberty, which acquiesceth only
in the decisions of Jesus Christ, are not entirely banished from
the face of the earth, as they would have been without those
straggles of our ancestors. They have produced no small ser-
. vice to the memory of Erasmus himself, who, having his works
condernned by theological cabals, and mangled by inquisitions,
which struck out the most valuable part of his writings, would
bave been stigmatized and proscribed through all ages, if a
perty had not-risen up in Europe, and also amongst his own
countrymen, which willingly forgives him his weaknesses and
" his irresolution, for the sake of his useful labours philological
and theological ; and hath restored to him 2 second life, and
recommended him to the christian world, by an elegant and a
faithful edition of all his works,

“ But let us hear some more of his advice. This preacher,
says he, who certainly is a worthy man, will do more servieo
to the Gospel, the honour of which we all have at heart, if
he takes care to join the prudence of the evangelical serpent to
the simplicity of the evangelical dove, Let himessay it; and
then let him condemn my counsel, if he finds it not to be
salutary. '

« Alas! experience hath taught the Christian world, that this
same serpentine prudence served to make falshood triumphant.
1t was eyen easy to-foresee it, since this wisdom consisted only
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the intellect cannot freely display its power of
thought, or produce effects equally etherial with

in submitting to that faction, which was the most powerﬁxl and
the most obstinate.

¢ Erasmus entertained some hopes, that his old triend and
school-fellow, Adrian VI. would do some good, as he testifies
in this letter: but, says he, if I should be mistaken in this, X
will not be factious. As to the preacher’s last question, are we
to abandon and give up the whole Gospel? I reply; they may.
be said to abandon the Gospel,  who defend it in an impropee
manner, Besides; with what reserve and slow caution did our
Lord himself discover his doctrine?

¢ All this in some sense may be right: but then our Saviour
never said any thing contrary to the truth; and when the time
was come for it, he laid down his Jife in confirmation of it;
which is more than Erasmus was inclined to do, as he himself
frankly confesseth. It cannot be called defending the Gospel,
to refer it to the arbitration of a set of Ecclesiastics, whom all
the world knew to be either ill-instructed, or 1ll-dtsposed o
both,”

We shall add a letter from Luther to Erasmus in the year
1524, which sets in a_ striking light the different character of
those two great men, '

He begips in the Apostolical manner ; * Grace apd peace to
you from the Lord Jesus.

“ Ishall not complain of you, says he, for having behaved

yourself 3s a man estranged from us, to keep fair with the
Papists, my enemies. Nor was [ much offended, that in your
printed boaks, to gain their favour, or to soften their rage, you
have censured us with too much acrimony, . 'We saw that the
Lord had not confesred upon you the discernment, the courage,
and the resolution to join with us, and freely and openly to op-
pese those monsters; and therefore we dared not to exact from
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-its nature. This thought, to act, and make it~
self externally perceptible, must connect itself

you that which greatly surpasseth your strength and your capa-

- city, 'We have even borne with your weakness, and honoured

that portion of the gift of God which is in you.”

Then having bestowed upon him his due ‘praises, as he had
been the reviver of good literature, by means of which the
holy Scriptures had been read and examined in the ariginals, he
proceeds thus: ' o

¢¢ I never wished that, forsaking or neglecting your own proper
talents, you should enter into our camp. You might indeed
have favoured us not a little by your wit, and by your eloquence;
but forasmuch as you have not that courage which is requisite,
it is safer for you to serve the Lord in your own way. Only we
feared lest our adversaries should entice you to write against us,

-and that necessity should then constrain us to oppose you to your
face. 'We have withheld some persons amongst us, who were
disposed and prépared to attack you; and I could have wished
that the Complaint of Hutten had never been published, and
still more that your Sposgia in answer to it had never come

- forth; by which you may see and feel at present, i I mistake

not, how easy it is to say fine things about the duties of mo-
desty and moderation, and -to accuse Luther of wanting them,
and’ how difficult and even impossible it is to be really modest
-and moderate, without a particular gift of the Holy Spirit.
Believe me, or believe mae not, Jesus Christ is my witness, that
¥ am concerned as well as you, that the resentment and hatred
of £o many eminent persons. (of the Lutheran party) hath been
excited against you. I must suppose that this gives you no
emall uneasiness; for virtue like yours, mere human virtue,
cannat raise 2 man above being affected by such trials. To tell
you freely what I think, there are persons (amongst us) who

. baving this-weaknmess also zbount them, carmot hear, as they

.
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. . r
with a body, to which it communicates its im+
pression, and which becomes current in its stead,

ought, your acrimony and your dissimalation, which you want
to pass off for-prudence and modesty. These men have cause
to be offended; and yet would not be offended, if they had
more greatness of spirit. Although I also am irascible, and
hiave been often provoked 5o as to use sharpness of style, yet I
never acted thus, exceptagainst hardened and incurable repro-
bates. I have restraimed myself, though you have provoked
rae; and I promised, in letters to my friends, which you have
seen, that T would continue to do so, anless you should appear
openly againstus. For although you are not in our sentiments,
and many pious doctrines are condemned by you witls irreligion -
or dissimulation, or treated-in a sceptical manner, yet I neither
can nor will ascribe a stubborn perverseness to you. What can
I domow ? Thingsare exasperated on both sides; and I could
wish, if it were possible, to act the part of a mediator between™
_ you, that they might cease to attack you with such animosity,
and suffer your old age to rest in peace in the Lord; and thus
they would act, in my opinion, if they either considered your
weakness, or the greatness of the controverted cause, which
hath been long since beyond your talents. They would shew
their moderation towards you so much the more, since out”
affairs are advanced tosuch a point, that our cause is in no
peril, although even Erasmus should attack it with all his
might; so fir are we fiom fearing some of his strokes and
strictures, On the other hand, my dear Erasmus, if you duly
. reflect upon your own imbeeility, you will abstain from those
sharp and spiteful figures of rhetorit; and if you cannot or will
not defend our sentiments, you will let them alone, and treat
of subjects which snit you better. . Our friends, even you your-
self being judge, have some »easan of anxiety at being lashed
by you, because human infirmity thinks of the authority and

v
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Hence, for example, arises the vast importance of
language in regard to the faculty of thinking; and

‘hence is seen the truth, in this sense, of the opi-

nion, that without language we should be unable
to combine our ideas. Thus, every institution

_ for the service of man, must be provided with a

body, with a physical and perceptible form. The

‘spirit of all religions, without doubt, is originally

the same, as well as that of all governments.
The one consists in recognising as laws ordained
by God himself, the laws of morality, and rules
of duty which are engraven in all human hearts ;
the other in Securing to all the members of the
community the exercise of their natural rights.
But what sort of a religion; what sort of a go-
vernment would that be, which should be confined
to that idea, which should be nothing but a spirit ?
It would not be a machine, organised, capable of
action in man's world; it would not be a human
institution. To be this, it must have an external '
form, and a visible and material organ.

Still the spirit, which forms the essence of

_ those institutions, unalterable, eternal, remains

what it was, and similar to itself. Tt is not so
with the body, the external form. This is subject

-yeputation of Erasmus, and fears it: and indeed there is much

difference between him and therest of the Papists, and he is 2

" more formidable adversary than all of them joined together.”

5



Reformation of Luther. 47

to the influence of the material world; and of
human passions., Variable, perishable, it is mo-
dified at the pleasure of chance and of events.
In proportion as its form changes, as its organs
wear, become overloaded, or disproportioned, the
spirit, oppressed and constrained, loses its primitive
action and tendency. Sometimes smothered under
a monstrous load, it ceases altogether to manifest
itself; the phantom has no life, or pliability; it has
only the heaviness and stiffness of death. Thus
the spirit of Christianity, so pure, and so sub-
lime, to which belongs a form alone as pure and
simple as itself,* was successively extinguished
during a long course of ages, down even to ther
sixteenth century, by a continual load of dissimilar
elements, which perverted its action, and rendered
1t by little and little a deformed mass, from which
issued all the evils which the errors and passions
of men could engender. Thus does history,
the depositary of a melancholy experience, enable

* Fenelon, in his letter on the existence of God, and the
worship due to him, (Vol. II. Philos. Works) repeats several’
times that the Christian’ Religion is nothing but the love of Ged.
He quotes Tertullian, who declares, in this sense, that the soul
is naturally Christian; and St. Augustin, according to whom
the only worship is love, Nec colitur nisi amando. ¢ This,”
according to. Fenelon, ¢ is the reign of God within us; it is
the worship in spirit and in truth ; it is the sole end for which
God created us.” It is manifest that the Holy See conld not
think this mode of Christianity very suisble. Awthor.
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us to see that political constitutions, conttived-for

the preservation of natural rights among men,

~ almost always degenerate at last; and end by be-
coming embarrassed with a mass ruinous to liberty
and to public safety, On this account, among
those who reflect upon the condition of natioris,
an opinion has become pretty generally established,
which is almost always confirmed by the event,
that sooner or later, a government, democratical
in the beginning, changes successively into an
oligarchy, a monarchy, and ends by degeneutmg
into a despotism.*

And such is the source whence arises, st certain
epochs, the necessity, generally felt by all upright.
and disinterested minds, of reformations in the
great Establishments of human beings. The extes
rior form is in general but too opposite to the

. spirit. What is the situation, when all harmony
between them being lost, the form only binds,
oppresses, and paralyses the spirit. At last it must
of necessity burst forth, of necessity escape from
a body which no longer affords it the organs ne-

]

.® Tiis talk about the body and spisit of lmman institutioos
can oaly be regarded as an account of a vague and faing analogy.
There is na meaning' in it. It explains nothing, But the.
author merits our excuse for 2 momentary departuse into the
‘regions of the unmeaning, by his sudden return, and the steadi-'
ness with which he avoids a similar departure ﬂu'onghalltbe'
mndzad’hem o

7
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téseary for its developement. Men, who all miore
. or less find in themselves the distinct ides, the
clear type of that spirit; are provoked at the
proud and pernicious Colussus, break it to pieces
in their indignation; and strive to collect the sa-
cred flame which was concealed within it. Flitting
and feeble as it is, they are unable to catch it.
They are compelled to inclose it anew in a vase
‘which their own hands have fashioned, and .to
conjoin it to a new perceptible form. Thus, after
‘having destroyed. the old edifice of the Romish
communion, the Christians who separated from it
required the .confession of Augsburg, and othexr
similar codes. After the destruction of the mo.
narchy in France, it was necessary to fix the spirit
of the govetnment; and of the natural rights of
man, in the positive forms.of a new constitution.
But in judging of those Reformations how ne-
cessary is it to consider the general spirit of the
imes, and of the country in which they take
place? They receive from those two circum-
“stances, as well as from the personal character of
‘their author, and that of his principal coadjutors,
from the purposes and local objects of those ac-
tors, their modification and distinctive colour.
Moses, going out of Egypt at the head of a band
of mutinous, superstitious, and sensual slaves,
of whom it behoved him to form men obedient
to authority, soldiers capable of every enterprise,
E
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and resolved on hostilities against all nations who
possessed or should attempt to possess the territory
on which he wished to settle them; Moses, in
those circumstances modelled the reform of his
people as it was necessary to model it for the ac-
complishment of his purposes. Mahomet, re-
forming a free and haughty nation, sensual to
excess, but capable of elevation and virtue, was
able to stamp on it a-great character, and reduced
to very simple terms the external form of the
pure deism which he preached to it. Both of
them confounded the religious constitution, which
-ought to belong to all men, with the political
constitution -which ought to belong only to one
, nation; they formed an union of the church and
state, and by that means rendered their religion
purely local. As to Jesus, conformably to his
Divine origin, he separated the concerns of the
state from those of religion, whose kingdom, he
proclaimed, was not of this world. Amid the
Jewish nation, .which had received from Moses,
"during the forty years in the desert, a system of
government, ¢onformable to the necessities of it
first settlement in ‘Palestine, but which had ar-
rived at the highest pitch of need for a reform,
Jesus nndertook that of the whole human race,
by rejecting the forms which belonged only to a
docal .spirit, and appealing to the universal spirit
“of religion, which is the same among all man-
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kind. ‘The work of his Reformation accordingly,
from the spirit, truly divine, that is eminently be-
neficent, which formed its essence, wis naturally
embraced by all upright men, whose hearts were
yet simple, and uncorrupted by the constraint of
local forms. ' The divine Reformation accom-
plished by Jesus is then essentially, and in con-
tradistinction to the two others, cosmopohte, or
Catlzolzc,"‘ according to the true etymology of
that term. It is not impossible that the form
which he gave it was too simple, and that when
the religious society formed in his name extended
over the globe, it became expedient to add to
that form.4 Hence also the discretionary power
which the legislator, in this respect, was able to
confer upon the future church. But the right of
adapting the form was not a right to render it
totally distorted and monstrous, and contrary to
the very spirit of which it ought to form the or-
gan. The Spirit of CHrIST was no longer discern-
ible in the Christian church of the west in the
fifteenth century. The subordination of the

# That is universal, belonging to the whole world, to the
whole human race. 4
. 4 This is an idea derived from the feeblemalogy noticed
above; and which is equally erroneous in philosopby, and in-
consisteht with just ideas of the Divine origin of christianity.

1ts weakness and futility will be easily seen from the considera- .

tions adduced in the following note.
E 2
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church to the state in regard to human and
‘terrestrial things; their separate provinces, of the
things belonging to this life, and the things be-
longing to heaven: this primitive distinction had
been violently obliterated ; the irreconcileable spirit
of certain fantastic institutions had crept into the
disjointed scheme of modern christianity: all was
- confounded and changed; a reformation, a recall
-of the primitive spirit, a simplification of the
external. form was beceme indispensable. This
Reformation was accomplished in the sixteenth
péntury over a part of the west; and it has been
distinguished by the name of Luther, its chief,
and courageous promoter.
Let us remark yet farther that the external
form of religious institutions being that portion of
hem' which corresponds immediately with the
senses of man, and which thence unites itself
with his passions; that the spirit, on the other
hand, which animates those institutions, being
that which corresponds directly with his intellec-
tual part, it follows from this, in the first place,
that the more any community is formed of igno-
rant and sensual imen, men sunk in matter, the
more occasion it will have for outward services,
for regulations purely ceremonial in its worship;
and secondly, that the more any society of men
is enlightened, the more cultivated their intel-
lectual powers in preference to their senses, and
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the purer the spirit has remained of their other
institutions, the less will they endure the fornt of
their worship to be clogged, and the more eager
will they shew themselves for a reform in this
particular,*

* This is a vulgar prejudice, which .is transmitted from
mouth to mouth, in defiance of the most obvious considera-
tions; and which this author fancies he has confirmed by a par-
ticular theory. We find this opinion admirably exposed by a
very profound contemplator of the history of religion, Dr.
Hardy, the late revered professor of ecclesiastical history in the
upiversity of Edinburgh, in a sermon entitled * The Progress
of the Christian Religion,” preached before the society in Scot-
land for propagating Christian knowledge. _

¢ The mode of corruption which christianity experienced,
during its period of decline in the fourth and fifth centuries,
consisted partly in an extension of the ritual, which transformed
the religion in its” obvious characters from the discipline of the
heart, to a pitiful exhibition of gestures, forms, and pageantry ;
and partly in the introduction of dark theories imported from
the academies of the Egyptian sophists, and mixed with the
doctrine of the gospel, as alloy and dross, debasing the gold of
the sanctnary. By the extended ritual and the mysticism to-
gether, the beauty and authority of religion as a practical rule
was lost, the actual redemption from vice, and the improvement
of men individually in piety and boliness, for which the Lord
of the Christians had laboured and bled, were in effect set
aside, and suppldnted by new contrivances which were adopted
as substitutes for eternal virtue. From all this it followed, that
to tender to anew nation the religion as now altered in sub-
stance, was to offer something else than that which the experi-
énce of three centuries had proved to be calculated for success;
it was to offer something, which baving no foundation in hu«

: $
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The passionate attachment to what is body and
mere form in religion, an attachment which lepds

man natire, no support from right reasen, no accommodation
to the general exigencies of the human race, could not succeed;
of course it did not succeed; men would not exchange for it,
the epinions and rites of their fathers, and their reluctance-is in-
_po degree surprising.

* The present argument places us on strong ground. to meet a
prejudice by which meny speculative and sagacious men have
been misled. It is, That superstition is necessary in human
life: That simple and rational religion cannot attract and fix the
bulk of mankind : That either pageantry or mysticism, or both,
must be eployed to keep religion afloat : *and, That the people
must in some degree be deceived for their good.

“ If these maxima were well founded, they would present a
more humiliating view of the nature of man than any other
pnncxples in the philospphy of our species, fer they imply that
prejudice and folly are actually to be depepded on as the guides

-of buman life, and nat trath and reason.

¢ Now, it is to be observed, that the planof Jesus Cnrist for
gaining and keeping the people, proceeded on principles directly
opposite to these. His doctrine in the simaple majesty of truth,
was without any addition or fictitious embellishment revealed
unto habes; it was unfolded by degrees indeed, as they were
able to bear it; but in no case was it contaminated by the
smallest particle of superstition, folly, or deception. The ens
tire fairness of the gospel dispensatiop, as one doctrine given
alike to the wise and the simple, was its character, announced
in prophecy, in opposition to the double doctrine of the philo-
sophie schools ; and to this character Jesus appealed: Go and
shew John, said be, the things which ye see and hear;—the
blind receive their sight, the deaf hear, the dead are raised,
and fo the poor the gospel is preached,



Reformation of Luther. 55

to an ignorance of its spirit, and transfers to the
accessaries, to the externals of devotion that ve-

“'We have now seen, that the additions of superstition and
4mystery which were made to the Christian doctrine in the fourth
and fith centuries, instead of rendering it more fit to attract
the affections of mankind, as the priests vainly and igmorantly
imagined, arrested its progress, affected the body of the church
as with a mortal palsy, and left mankind to wonder as much at
its imbecility after that period, as they had admired its strength
before it was thus diseased.

¢ The removal of the prejudice now under discussion. is a
matter of consequence to mankind. I mean therefore farther to
expose it by stating, that in various ages and countries the men
who have endeavoured to simplify religion, and te throw off
superstition, have been supported by the multitude, while there
is no instance in which the people have freely consented to exe
change a simple faith for a complicated and superstitious ritual.
It is only by gradual steps that superstition has ever gained
ground ; it is an unnatural state of the human mind: men have
been cheated into superstition. So far from being cherished by

" the people for its own sake, they havé on evety opportunity

manifested the eagerness of impatience to throw it off; and un-
Jess when held back by the force of the civil ‘arm, they have
flocked around every reformer who would venture to pronounce
that their superstition was all folly, and who would treat them
a8 reasonable creatures, by uttering a few plain truths, of which-
their own understandings and consciences could form a judg-
ment,
¢ When Zoroaster undertook to reform the religion of Persla,
and, in opposition to the leaders of the Magi, restored to the
popular faith the doctrine of the Eternal One, the source of
existence and of glory, the superior of the angel of good and
the angel of evil, the joint ministers of Providence: when he
. 2 .
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neratjon.which belongs only to the Divinity, this.

perversion so common among rude and sensual

zestricted the worship of his followers to the good beings only,
sod taught that the dead should be judged in equity, instead of
being staked in the Jottery of fate according to the predominance
of the good or the evil being; he had nothing to support him
but the ‘superiority of his system in its plainer accommodation
to the unsophisticated dictates of the mind; yethe was suc-
pessful, and the effects of his reformation are not to this day
wholly lost in Persia.

¢ When Confucius, in whose family the patnarchal traditiong
had fortunately been preserved in considerable purity, perceived
with sorrow the degeneracy of China, he spoke to his country-
men as a philosopher and a reformer; he claimed no .divine
commission; he declared that his doctrine was not his own, but

- that of the ancients, handegl down by tradition: he was listened
to with avidity wherever he went; whole provinces declared
their conversion; and his system, which consisted in the simple
worship of the God of heaven, and the practice of moral vir:
tue, became predominant for ages in the empire. '

“ Let us attend to the facts in the Christian history wluch na-
turally bear respect to the same argument. During the long
period in which supeystition had fixed its throne on the ruins of
christianity before the Reformatiop, the people felt the welght
of their oppression; they groaned under it, though they durst
not complam ; they turned a wishful eye on every side, lcoking
for deliverance.’ Eagerly did they listen to every voice which
ventured to speak of reason and spiritual liberty, and were ready

‘to throw down their burdens and to obey the call which ac-
corded with the genuine tones of nature. The Waldenses in
Italy and Spain, the Albigenses in France, the followers of
Huss in Germany, and of Wickliffe in England, all of whom
ajmed at the rejection of superstition, and the restoration of the

.



. Reformation-of Luthes. 57

men, is the origin of superstition: A pernicious,
and fatal principle, which placing the torch of

truth in simplicity, were on popular ground; they possessed the
respect and received the blessings of the people in the ages and
countries in which they appeared; they failed merely because
they were borne down by force, and massacred by the troops
which the interested patrons of superstition armed against them,
The truth had foul play, otherwise it would have prevailed,
The Christian people had been at first cheated into superstition,
and they were held in it only by fraud and by force,

' % The Reformation, for which the people had groaned for ages,
was at last brought forward with success in Germany and in
Switzerland, The cause was popular beyond precedent; from
province to province, and from kingdom to kingdom, it spread’
its influence like the sun beams of moming after a long night
of gloom. From the dreams of delusion and terror, the
Christian man awoke, he gaye thanks unto God who had said,
*Let there be light. -

¢« The Reformation, which, spurning superstition, reverted to

the simplicity of the gospel in faith and worship, was for that
very reason gladly embraced by the people; mankind naturally
love the plain truth, and in their hearts despise the mystical
chicane, or the ceremonial evolutions by which they are en-
daved. The Reformers were revered as the friends of the hu-
man race. Their success was great; and if the cause had been
left to the fair decision of mankind individually, and to the
effect of free discussion, all Europe would have regenerated its
creed and its worship in the course of a few years; but there
were vayious inferests necessarily confederated and arrayed’
against it. The Pharisees, the Sadducees, and the Herodians
of the age, with the chief priests and scribes, these trusty bat-
talions which compose the standing army of spiritual usurpation,
yesisted its progress from obvious motives. It was force alone
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" enthpsissm in the midst of the senses and pase
sions, may give ‘occasion to the greatest enormi-
- ties, and the most hideous cruelty.

exerted or menaced aguinst the people which checked their
growing inclination, prevented the general success, and re-
stricted the Reformation to a few countries of Earope.

“ From the whole deduction which has nowbeen made, it
appeats, that superstition is useless; that truth and reason ate
alone to be depended on in giving a regular and safe determi«
_nation to human actions ; and that the idea of managing man-
kind by means of prejudices and by arts of deception is false
philosophy, as unwise as it is immoral.

“ That superstition when admitted in any extent within the
Christian church, must necessarily produce the consequence of
arresting the progress of the gospel, admits of being proved a .
priori, from the genius of the doctrine of the New Testament,
without the induction which ecclesiastical history affords.

“ The plain and open spirit of the Christian system, the appli-
cation to the natyral impressions and to the got;d sense of man-
kind, which was invariably made by our Lord and his apostles,

_were essential circumstances (as has been already shewn) of
the universal character attributed to the religion in its origina
fabric. -Besides the considerations which shew the impossibility
of rendering any mode of superstition universal, it is remark-
able that precautjons were taken in the very first arrangements
of the Christian system, to impede its progress under the con~
tingent circamstance of its corruption, and to prevent the visi«
ble church from going beyond the bounds of the real church,
which is according to simplicity and trath. The cares of our
Lord to secure this object, account fora striking circumstance
in his history, a shyness to admit among his followers many
who offered to share his fortunes. It was because they only
wished to share'his fortunes in the expected dominion, and pot

~
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The oppesite tendency, that by which a man,
obeying the impulse of ‘his spiritual principle;

to follow him in his humility and contempt of the world, tha¢
be declined their attendance until they should come to him upon
his own terms. The conduct of Providence towards the Jewish
pation, in various parts of the New Testament history, mani-
fests an unremitted attention to the same principle; that the
’ cavse should be preserved pure, at least in its progress; and
that it should not be tendered to the Gentiles mixed with any
portion of Jewish prejudice or of useless ceremonies,
¢¢ The eare of Providence has been exerted over the Christian
church in all ages to the same purpose. Men may by degrees
corrupt chrigtianity where it is, but.they shall not propagate it
in this state: they shall pot spread error over the earth in the
name of Christ: they shall not give to the Gentiles an institute
of pageantry and mysticism, calling it christianity; they may
offer it if they will, but Providence in its general conduct shews
that the Gentiles will not accept it.”
It is remarkable that a person so well acquainted with the
* history of christianity as M. Villers, should not have reflected
that it was among the rude and unpolished, not the refined and
learned part of tHe Roman people, that the Christian religion,
when preached by the apostles, in its native, and perfect sim-
plicity, made its principal progress, And the fact is remarkable
that while it was preserved in this simplicity it met with the
most wonderful reception wherever it was presented ; but that
as.soon as it came to be loaded with forms, and to receive that -
body, of which Villers speaks, it came to a stand, and has beeg
absolately so from that period to this. Were the Greeks and
Romans, whose religion had so complex and splendid a body,
more gross and immersed in matter than our barbarous, druidi-
cal ancestors, whose religion was so nearly pure spirit? Were
the Scots at the Reformation more refined than the English bes
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strives to throw off every thing that is body and
- formin religion, that he may devote himself entirely
to its spirit, this rejection of a visible and exter-
nal worship is the high road to mystitism. It is fre-
. quentlythe propensity of contemplative and solitary
men, who perceiving not the occasion to operate
on others, conceive they may dispense with the
senses, and restrict themselves to the pure spirit
of religion. This attachment to the sI')irit, di-
vested of every thing which is local or accidental,
must awaken, in all men, who cherish it, nearly
the same sentiments. Hence the singular con-
formity remarked between the opinions of our
Christian mystics, Quesnel, Fenelon, and some
Germans and Spaniards, with the opinions of the
Bramins in India. Mysticism, the offspring in
cause they adopted a form of christianity with much less body, *
much less of the material organ than ‘the English? Were the
Saxons more refined and less material than the French, though
- the one embraced the Reformation, and the other adhered to
the overgrown body of the Catholic church ?
The author’s definition, or description ‘of superstmon and
mysticism, being founded upon this erroneous doctrine, is very
_ faulty. Superstition does not consist entirely in the attachment
to outward forms; though that is a part of it. The attachment
to the doctrine of transubstantiation, and the infallibility of the
* pope is as true superstition, as that to the worship of images ;
and the divine right of episcopal ordination, as the doctrine of
purgatory. And unquestionably attachment to the pure spirit
. of religion is not mysticism, otherwise was Jesus Cmpist the
most perfect of mystics,
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general, of mild and contemplative natures, may
produce an intellectual fanaticism; which is not
however of the smallest danger to society, so long
as the principle is sincere, and is not made the
tool of hypocrisy. Our revolution, within the
short space of its duration had its superstitious
'votaries, its mystics, and its hypocrites., This
dry digression which it is now high time to con-
clude, can only be excused by the necessity under
which the author lay, to place in the clearest
light the aspect under which, in his opinion, ought
to be viewed the influence of a revolution which
began in the province of religion;. and thus to
draw as it were a previous outline of his task.

~e
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SECTION III.
* On that of Luther in Particular.
Two objects are peculiarly dear to the heart of

man, and it is not wnusaal to see him sacrifice for
. them-all his other 1hterests, and even his life it.

self. The one is the preservation of his sociad’

- rights, and the other, the independance of his re-

ligious opinions; liberty in his civil transactions,
snd liberty in the acts. of his conscience. To
both he ascribes a value equal to that of his ex-
istence. The idea of recovering them when they
have been lost carries himto the height of enthu-
siasm; that of losing them when they are in his
enjoyment throws him into a state of desperation
which fits him for every attempt. Both of those
sentiments lurked secretly in Europe at the be«
ginning of the sixteenth century. One nation,
which had lost its civil and religious liberty, began
to feel the weight and ignominy of its chains;
another which yet enjoyed some degree of inde-
pendence shuddered at ‘the prospect of being
speedily deprived of it. All the states, in that
part of the world, and more particularly the con-
federacy of states which formed the empire of
Germany, had been long harassed and tern te
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pieces by the obstinate struggle maintained- be.
tween the Emperors, successors of the Cesars,
and the Popes, successors of St. Peter;. a contest,
the prize of which-was the unlimited sovereignty
over the ancient territory of the Roman empire.
- Both competitors advanced or affected equal
claims upon Rome, and it was clear in their eyes,
as well as in those of all Earope, that the master
of Rome must also be that of the empire; so
difficult are vulgar prejudices to be eradicated]
The magical name of Rome imposed upon-man-
kind ages after its real glory had vanished; it
®even imposes upon them at the present moment.
" One of the most pernicious habits of man is that
of persuading himself mechanically, that what
has lasted long ought to last for ever; that ex-
istence for a day establishes a right for the day
after; that history should .be only a periodical re-
petition of the same events, and that every cen-
tury ought to resemble the precedmg.* Rome
had long been the capital of the world; it fol-
lowed that she must be so for ever. It entered
into no body’s thoughts at first to deny this con~
clusion, and to leave the master of Rome for what
he was. Men fought with one another long to

'@ « Were the examples of the past even true, they prove no-
thing with regard to the fature, This proposition is more sure :
‘whatever is possible may happen.” Fred. H, (Euvres Posthw- -
mous I, p. 7. Author,
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determirie who should remain in possessioh of the
sovereign city, and to which of the two rivals
they should submit their necks; they contended
‘Literally for the choice of tyrants. . '

The genealogy of the pretended claim whxch
the successors of Charlemagne advanced upon
Rome and the empire, is sufficiently known.
« They were called Cesars: Now the.ancient
emperors of Rome had been called Cesars, and
-Rome was the mistress of the greater part of
Europe: therefore the prince called Cesar ought
incontestibly to reign as emperor- over Rome and
over Europe.” This argument was long regardeé
as irrefragable, v

The claim of the popes was not. 5o very clear,
but it was only the more respected. As Rome
was the natural mistress of the whole world, and
as the.prince who had so long resided at Rome
was the head of the empire, it was evident thet
the bishop of Rome ought also to be the head of
- the church. By machinations, and -plans skil-
fully formed, and steadily pursued, this primacy of
the Roman pontiff was by degrees, but net with-
out difficulties and trouble, established. = After.
wards when Rome came to be without an emperer
the dignity of the pontiff only increased. He
was now the principal figure in Rome, where he
had formerly been only the second. And when -
the princes at the head of the Franks and Ro-
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mims became inspired with the singular ambition,
of being crowned emperors in the city of the
Cewsars, it was the popes who performed. the ho-
nours of the empire, and who appeared to confer
it by crowning its new rulers. As soon as the
pope was invested with the office of crowning the
" emperors, Europe, besotted, no longer regarded
as such any but those who received the crown
from the papal hands. Hence the flatteries, the
submissions, the concessions of the princes who
aspired to the imperial dignity, to obtain the fa-
vour of the pontiff. Disposing of the first of
crewns, this important personage thence concluded
that the rest were in the same manner at his dis-
posal. The sovereign of a numerous clergy,
rich, active, and spread over all the nations;
reigning by this means over all men’s consciences,
it was easy to establish himself in the general
opinion, as the depository of the power of Gop
upon earth, the vicar of Jesus Canist, the ruler
of kings.* If any prince dared attempt to escape

- % This is the language, not only of the bulls, issued by
Rome at this and succeeding periods, but of the most popular
and extensively circulated writings of the times ; which shews
that the prejudice was very generally established. We read in
the preface of the Mirror of Swabia, a work belonging to the
cnd of the thirteenth century : ‘¢ At the time when Gop made
himself. prince of peace, he sent upon the earth the two swords
which he had in beaven for the pratection of christianity, and
F .
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from this authority, proceeding from heaven, the -
pontiff anathematized him, threw him out of the
communion of the faithful; and his miserable
subjects abandoned him as one infected with the
pestilence. He generally went to beg pardon of
the angry Vice-god, to appease him by the meanest
submissions, and by the acknowledgment of ali
the rights which the haughty pontiff assumed;
after which the contrite prince was re-established
in his authority and honours; and by every similar
experiment, the power of the popes, ssnctioned
and enhtanced, was established more firmly lhall
ever. :
Heaven forbid I should be justly chargeabh
with the vile intention of insulting in this dis«
course the clergy, or the head of the Romish
church. At the present period, after ages of hu-
miliation, of pillage, and even of perseention, have
expiated ages of pride, avidity, and intolerance, it
would be cruel to impute to the” posterity the
crimes of their predecessers. The clergy of these
times are not the clergy of former times. How
desirable to be even able to think that the fer-
mer spirit, which after the days of vain glory
produced so many days of reproach to the church,
is altogether extinguished among her ministers.

gav'e them both to St. Peter, the one for temporal justice and
the other for spiritual. The one for temporal Jumce the pope
entrusts to the emperor,” Author, -
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At any Tite we ought to believe that the greater
part of them participate in the illumittation of
their cotermporaries, that the strictness of modern
orthodoxy has given place to a spirit, milder and
more conformable to the ancieat spirit of the
gospel. It is not on the latter pontiffs therefore
who have displayed virtues truly apostolical in the
holy chiir; it is not on a multitude of learned
and modest priests, that judgment is pronounced
iti the merited exposure of the vices and conduct
of the pontiffs and priests of the fourteenth and
fifteenth centuries. Who will impute to Marcus
Aurelius the crimes of Nero, or to Pius the VII,
the enormities of Alexander the VIi* But,
this observation being omce made, the historian
whose office it is to paint events as they really
- are, to explain the causes of the provocation and
resistance of the people in an age remote from
our own, must be allowed to proceed without
dissimulation, to think and speak with the cotem-
poraries of the actions which he relates, to unveil

* This is very finely said, and deserves the particular atten-
tioh of Lard Redesdale, who wrote the celebrated letters to
Earl Fingal last year, on the inconsistency between the Catholic
religion and loyalty to a Protestant prince: How strange it is
that a principle, apparently so congenial to the human heart,
when uncorrupted, as liberality, should, even at this late period,
be 50 rarely found!

F2
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the shame of those who have merited shame,
and vindicate the indignation of the oppressed

by the accarate description of the oppression.

The reflections on the essence of the Reforma-
tion, operated in Europe by Luther, ought to be
confined to three principal points, which deter-’
mine sufficiently its nature and subsequent influ~
ence. Without considering all the three together
one would be in danger of misapprehending the
real essence of that great event, of taking a par-
tial and incomplete view of the general action and
spirit of the human mind in the sixteenth cen-
tury, a spirit all the powers of which were at
once unfolded on that occasion. .

The first of those three points is the pohtxeal
state of the European nations, their internal con~
dition, their situation with regard to one another,
with regard to the Head of the empire, and to
the Head of the church.

The second is the religious condmon of those
pations, their subjection more or less to the de-
crees of the pontifical throne, and the disposition
in that respect of the sovereigns.

The third, which is intimately connected with
both the first two, but still more immediately with
the second, is the state of improvement, of rea-
son, and knowledge in Europe, which, reduced to
barbarism in the fifth century, immersed in chaos
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ahd darkness during ages that followed, had how-
ever for about three centuries begun gradually,
though feebly, to restore itself to light.

It is only by exhausting those three*topics that
we can. arrive at a competent knowledge of the
general spirit, and of the position of the Eu-
ropean states in the sixteenth century, and thence
to. a knowledge of the consequences of the Re-
formation. But how can we here engage in the
immense detail, in the researches, and discus-
sions, which this threefold investigation would
require? The author must confine himself to'a

"vague notification of the principal objects, and’
leave it to be only conceived what the historian
could do. ‘

A Sketck of the ‘Political, Religious, and Liéerary
State of Europe at the beginning of the Siz-
teenth Century.

PART I.—POLITICS.

-

From the wreck of the Roman empire in the
west was formed, on the soil of Europe, a num -
ber of states, at the head of which in general
were the leaders of ‘those tribes of the north
-which had overthrown the empire. Weak and
powerful by turns, and long without cohesion,
they changed their masters and their form at the
will of events; they were seen to rise, increases
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decline, and fall; and amid all these vicissitudes,
few ideas appeared of an union, of a confederacy.
amorig the weak to oppose the strong, and not a
shadow as%yet of that great and pralific concep-
tion, an equilibrium among the powers. Mean-
hile the feudal aristocracy lest by degrees its
hesion. The crusades -and other wars which
had impoverished the nobility; cemmerce and ins
dustry which had enriched the class of citizens;
the diffusion among them of knowledge which
awakened the sense of the natural privileges and
rights of man, procured at last in spite of all re-
sistance the establishment of a political existence
for the third estate, the order of the people, and
of their influence in the government of the nation.
"The members of some cities, which constituted
themselves free, dared even te distribute the sp-
vereignty among themselves, which was not with-
out some effect upon general opimion, at that time
s0 involved in darkness, and fed with prejudices.
Italy, divided into a great number of feehle

. states, some monarchical, others republican, torn

to pieces by the jealousy and hatred of these little
communities toward one another, by the mutinous
barons and great lords who aspired to indepen-
dence, was still the unhappy scene of the inva-
sions of its powerful neighbours, the French,
Germans, and Spaniards, who all strove to obtain
“in it a firm footing, one at Naples, another at

),
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Milan, Mantua, and so on. That fine country
was given up to ravages, which succeeded one
another without end. Its feeble sovereigns, at
one time ranging themselves on the side of a
powerful conqueror, at another jealous of his pro-
gress, and plotting his expulsion from their coun«
try, saved themselves in general only by perfidy,
* .and by an artful and knavish policy, which from
. that- period has been one of the leading features
in the Italian character. This country which had
long been the richest in Europe, and the centre
of all commerce, was on the eve of beholding this
source of its wealth dried up by means of the new
paths of commerce which had just been opened
wpon the ocean by the Portuguese.
. 'The Turks had lately taken possession of the
capital of the eastern empire, and had carried
west their victorious arms into Calabria, Hungary,
and to the very gates of Vienna.

Poland, abandoned daring the course of the
sixteenth century to the convulsions of an anar-
chical aristocracy, and ecomsuning its whole

strength within itself, was insignificant abroad. =

¥n the northern part of it, -the knights of the
Teutonic order, had, under the pretext of con-
verting - the infidels, established a dominion, the
origin of the kingdom of Prussia. . =

Ruseia did not as yet exist with regard to the
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west of Europe, where she has since acquired so
great an ascendancy. -
" Sweden and Denmark were nearly as - insignifi-
cant with regard to the southern countries. The
kings of Denmark, after many wars, and vicissi-
. tudes, had reduced Sweden, which. bore with im-
patience that foreign yoke, and eagerly desired to
throw it off. A hero, to whom it gave birth, ac~
complished that enterprise. Gustavus Vasa be-
came the legitimate sovereign of hlS country
which he had delivered.

The North of Germany, which may be deno~
minated Saxon Germany, because it is the ancient
Saxon race which there predominates, was divided
into states for the most part neither extensive nor
rich. They were connected with the southern
part of the empire only by the tie, at that time so
lax, and so ill defined, of the Germanic confede-
racy. The emperor, at the same time, harassed
without ceasing by the Turks had the most urgent
motives for conciliating the Saxon princes, from
whom he might obtain some. assistance. That
part of the empire had seen formed within its

‘bosom a formidable league of commereial citied,

bound together by a common interest. The Teu-
tonic hanse was erected to resist the pillage of the
feudal robbers, who from their castles, or more
properly speaking, their dens,: infested the high-

-
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ways in their neighbourhood, and plundered the
merchants as they travelled. from one fair to an-

. other.* The cities of Lombardy, and those on the

© @ <« But the age of chivalry is gone.~—That of sophists;
economists, and calculators, has succeeded; and the glory of
Eurppe is extinguished for ever. Never, never more, shall we
behold that generous loyalty to rank- and sex, that proud sub-
mission, that dignified obediency, that subordmation of the .
heart, which kept alive even in servitude itself, the spirit of
an exalted freedom. The unbought grace of life, the cheap
defence of nations, the nurse of manly sentiment and of he-
roic enterprise is gone!”

' Burke's Reflections on the Revolution in France.
" 'To this rhapsody we will oppose the description of a judicious
and accurate historian, - Robertson's Charles V, Vol. 1.

. “ 'The provisions of the feudal policy for the interior order
and tranquillity of society were extremely defective. - The prin-
ciples of disorder and corruption are discernible in that consti-
tution under its best and most perfect form. They soon une
folded themselves, and, spreading with rapidity through every

‘part of the system, produced the most fatal effects. The bond

of political union was extremely feeble ; the sources of anarchy
were innumerable. The monarchical and aristocratical parts of
the constitution, having no intermediate power to balance them,

‘were perpetually at variance, and justling with each other.

‘The powerful vassals of the crown soon extorted a confirmation
for life of those grants of land, which being at first purely gra-
tuitous, had been bestowed only during pleasure. Not satisfied
with this, they prevailed to have them converted into heredi-
tary possessions. One step miore completed their usurpations,
‘and rendered them unalienable. With an ambition no less en-

ising, and more preposterous, they appropriated to them-
selves titles of honour, as well as offices of power or trust,
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Rhine had formed similar confederacies: And
those associstions of free men, so beneficently

These personal marks of distinction, which the public admira-
tion bestows on illustrious merit, or which the public coafi-
dence confers on extraordinary abilities, were annexed to cer-
tain families, and transmitted like fiefs, from father to son, by
bereditary right. The crown vassals having thus secured the
possession of their lands and dignities, the nature of the feudal
institutions, which though founded on subordination verged to
independence, led them to new, and still more dangerous en-
croachments on the preragatives of the sovereign. They ob-
tained the power of supreme jurisdiction, both civil and crimi-
nal, within their own territories; the right of coining money;
together with the privilege of carrying on war against their ,ri;
vate enemies, in their own name, and by their own authority.
The ideas of political subjection were almost entirely lost, and
frequently scarce any appearance of feudal subordination reé-
mained. Nobles, who had acquired such enormous power,
soorned to consider themselves as subjects. They aspired apenly
at being independent : the bonds which connected the principal
members of the constitution with the crown, were dissolved.
A kingdom, considerable in name and in extent, was broken

-into as many separate principalities as it contained powerful ba-

gons. A thousand causes of jealonsy and discord subsisted
among them, and gave rise to as many wais. Every country
in Europe, wasted or kept in continual alarm during these end-

.Jesa contests, was filled with castles and places of strength

erected for the security of the inhabitants; not afainst foreign
force, but against internal hostilities. An universal anarcby,'
destructive, in a great measure, of all the advantages which
men expect-to derive from society, prevailed. The people, the
most numerous as well as the most useful part of the commu-
pity, were either reduced to a state of actual servitude, or
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sotive wepe among the' small number of establishe
ments truly favourable to the human race of which

trested with the same-insolence and rigour as if they had
degraded into that wretched condition, The king, stripped of
almost every prevagative, and without authority to enact ar to
execute salutary laws, could neither protect the innocent, nox
punish the guilty. The nobles, superior to all restraint, ha-
fassed each other with perpetual wars, oppressed their fellow-
subjects, and humbled or insulted their sovereign. To crows
gll, time gradually fixed, and rendered venerable, this pernir
¢ious system, which violence had established,

““To these pernicious effects of the feudal anarchy may be
added its fatal influence on the character and improvement of
the human mind. If men do not enjoy the protection of re-
gular government, together with the expectation of personal
. pecurity, which natarally flows from it, they never gttempt to
make progress in sdlence, nor aim at attaining refinement ig
daste, or in manners. That period of turbulence, oppression,
and rapine, which I have described, was ill-suited to faveny
improvement in any of these, In less than a centwy after the
barbarous natians settled in their new conquests, almost all the
effects of the knowledge and civility, which the Romans had
apread through Europe, disappeared. Not ouly the arts of
elegance, which minister tgluzury, and are supported by it,
but many of the useful arts, without which life can scaroely be:
considered as comfortable, were neglectad or lpst. Literature,
science, taste, were words little in use during the ages whick
we are contemplating; or, if they occur at any time, eminence
in them is ascribed to persors and productioas/ &0 contamptible,
that it appears their true import was little understood. Persons
of the highest rank, and in the most sminent gtations, eogld
.not read or write. Many of the clergy did not understand the
Jbreviary which they were abliged daily to regite; spiip of them

,
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the modern nations have to boast at that early
. .P eri od, . g . X .

could scarcely read it. The memory of past transactions was,
in a great-degree, lost, or preserved in annals filled with trifling
events, or legendary tales. Even the codes of laws, published
by the several nations which established themselves in the dif
ferent countries of Europe, fell into disuse, while, in theit
place, customs, vague and capricious, were substitutéd. The
human mind, neglected, uncultivated, and depressed, con-
tinued in the most profound ignorance. Europe, during four
centuries, produced few anthors who merit to be read, either
on account of the elegance of their composition, or the justress
and novelty of their sentiments. There are few inventions,
‘useful or ornamental to society, of which that long period cas
boast, '

- ¢ As the inhabitants of Europe, during these centuries,
were strangers to the arts which embellish a polished age, they
were destitute of the virtues which abound among people whe
continue in a simple state. Force of mind, a sense of personal
dignity, gallantry in enterprise, invincible perseverance in exe-
cution, contemipt of danger and of death, are the characteristic
virtues of uncivilized nations. But these are all the offspring
of equality and independence, both which the feudal institu-
tions had destroyed. The spirit of domination corrupted the
nobles; the yoke of servitude depressed the people; the gene- -
rous sentiments inspired by a sense of equality were extine
. ‘ghished, and hardly any thing remained to be a check on fero-
¢ity and violence. Human society is in its most corrupted state,
at that period when men have lost their original independence
-and simplicity of manners, but have not attained that degree
of refinement which introducgs a sense of decorum and of pro-
priety in coriduct, as a restraint on those passions which lead

to heinous crimes, Accordingly, a greater number of those
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Bohemia had .in a particular manner exhibited
to Europe the example of a republican spirit, but
only in its application to the liberty of conscience.
The partisans of the martyr of Bohemia, Jokn
Huss, had maintained by prodigies of bravery
and firmness their religious faith. The Austrian
princes had been unable to wrest it from them. A
capitulation .had taken place between the prince
and the subjects on the article of religion. This
example appeared to invite the rest of the christian
world to emancipate themselves in the same man-
ner. It is not because the brave Bohemians .
made use of the cup in the sacrament that they
- were praise-worthy and the proper objects of emu-
lation; but it is because they did in this respect
what ' .their conscience prescribed, and because
they had the courage to vindicate to themselves
the right of. doing so.

The southern part of Germany was divided i in
a manner nearly similar to that of the north; but
. its better half formed part of the states of the
‘cbloslsal house of Austria, which invested, almost

ateocious actions, which fill the mind of man with astonishment
and horror, occur in the history of the centuries under review,
than in that of any period-of the same extent in the annals of
Europe. If we open the history of Gregory of Tours, or of
any tontemporary author, we meet with a series of deeds of
.cruelty, perfidy, and revenge, so wild and enormous, as almost
to exceed belief,”
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by hereditary title, with the imperial dignity, en-
riched with all the states of Burgundy undet
Maximmibon, with the crowns of Spain undes
Chavles the V, as well as with a portion of Italy,
20 lfonger even disguised its design of an universal
thomarchy. That power possessed the preponde-
nance at the beginning of the sixteenth century,
and threatened to swallow up all the rest. -
Mean while, Prance, its noble rival, destined
to contribute so powerfully to save Europe from
that ignominy, had expelled from its soil the
English, who so long contended for a part of it.
The standing mercenary army which the kings
were obliged to keep up on that oceasion was of
prodigious service in enabling them to unite the
provinees of the independent lords to the crown,
to strip the vassals, great and small, and to
strengthen the monarchy at their expence. "Louis
the XI had in a great measure accomplished
this aggrandizement of the regal power. €harles
VHI and Eouis XH had made trial in Italy of
their arms against the imperial. In spite of their
disasters they had at least shewn that they might
become formidable. After them Francis I found
-himself at the head of a commanding power, "and
undoubtedly the first in Europe after that of
Austria. .
Between those twe powers, and at the expence
of the former had been formed a repubtic of moun-
4
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taineers, simple, and emergetic, who had first
given credibility in modern Burope to what is re.
lated of the courage of the Spartans at Thermo.
pyl®, and of their virtues in Laconia. Thie Swiss
had recovered the right which all men recoves
when they can, of living independent, and of
being their own masters. They protected them-
selves against Austria, of whose jealousy they
were aware, by fortifying themselves with the
friendship of the kings of France. S

England, who had so long neglected the part
which nature called her to act, that of a maritime
power ; who had so- long wasted her strength in
‘'the eonquest or preservation of some provinces
in the west of France, had, at last, obtained, we
may say, the good fortune to behold her armies
expelled from the continent, and obliged to retiré
to their own island. This appavent loss became
a real advantage to the nation which turned, in
the sequel, its activity toward the establishment
- of its liberty and its navy. It was not in the
. sixteenth century what it has since become : but.
it was even then in the rank of the first powers of
Europe; and Henry VHI, an inconsistent and
violent prince, who began by writing in the stile
of a theologian against Luther, and concluded by
following his example, would have played in En-
rope a much more important part then he did, i,
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Jess occupied with his passions, his amours, and
his cruelties, he had made a wiser employment of
his power.

Spain had long wasted her strength, contendmg
on her own soil with the Moors, who during some
centuries possessed the finest ‘part of it. At last
those conquerors were expelled. Ferdinand - of
Arragon, who had the honour of atchieving this
deliverance to Spain, married Isabella, and thus

- joined the crown.of Castile to that of Arragon,
Those united states fell to Charles V, and Spain
formed under him only a province of the vast
Austrian monarchy. y
. Mean while the political system, and the new
species of warfare introduced, became daily more
favourable to the greater powers. The invention
of artillery, which rendered. castles and mere
walls altogether useless, produced the necessity of
erecting fortresses, too expensive for the little
princes and states. Standing armies:too secured
to powerful princes a decided advantage over those
who could not support the expence. The Princes
of the Empire had more occasion than ever to be
afraid lest Charles V should treat them as Louis
XI had treated the barons in France. Notwith-
standing this danger they continued to enfeeble
themselves by dividing their territories among
their heirs, and giving portions of them to all
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their sons, as if the people and the provinces had
been their personal property. No'person at tim
time called that right in question.

The ‘Europeans, hitherto confined to the old
world, had lately penetrated beyond these bounds.
The roads to India and to America were now
opened. At the same time that bold navigstors
explored in this manner an ocean whese. limits
seemed to preclude- that event, the minds of men
appeared every where endeavouring to escape from
that narrow sphere of ideas, in which they had
languished for ages. The human race were visibly
edvancing toward the maturity of a new era.. A
change in the order of things, an approaching
commotion became no longer doubtful. The
bowels of the volcano were heard -to resound;
heated vapours were perceived escaping; - and
burning sparks were seen flying through the
" gloom. 'Such was the portentous fermentation
which appeared in the political state of the nations
at the opening of the sixteenth century.

" PART IIL.—RELIGION.

Religious superstition, which had more or less
tormented all those nations, began to abate
in some places; and enlightenéd men every where
appeared who successfully attacked it. The doc-
trine of the Waldenses and Albigenses was not
forgotten in France. 'Wickliff had lifted up his

: G ‘ 3
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wvaice in Boglmd, sod had been heard.: Fhe Heasts
‘ites, and their success in Bohemis, have already
been mentioned.
. The princes and kings all bore with more or
bess impatience the pride and pretensions of the
Roman pontiff. Some of them ventured to op-
pose him openly; and the university of Paris
‘more than once served as the instrument of the
voysl power in answering the menaces of Romex
Fhe courage was even acquired of appealing to a
future council, which thus was plainly set above
' the Pope. Other priiices, whether from convie-
tion -or policy, still bent the knee before Rome,
and sppessed to make common cause with the
head of thechurch. Chaslesthe V, for example,
could not- avoid remaming connected with the
~ Boly See. It was his interest to conciliate its
support in Italy, where he wished to rule. His
subjects in Spain, wherce the inquisiion had been
tely intvoduced, snd where the terror of the
Moors which they had so long endured, bad con-
firmed the people in the most superstitious Catho-
licism, would have instantly revolted against him
if he had appeared a less zealous Catholic than
. The countries which enjoyed a republican con~
stitution, and which maintained among them a
bolder sentiment of liberty, were those too which.
» shewed themselves least timid with regard ta

A
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Bome, * It is well kmown with whist - achle firms
ness the senate of Venice opposed & tomstint
barrier to her usurpations. Some cantons, essen-
tially “republivin, as Holland, Holstein, dhd .
Lower Germany, were néver entirely Popish, ind
the Reformation found them already reformed.
The eyes of men, mereover, began to opens
The impolitic violence of some Popes, the scan-
dalous Fives of others; the shameless profligaey of
their court and capital, the bad morals of the
clergy, the ignorance and impudenos: of severs)
of the mendicant orders, those faithful satéllites |
of the Papal throne; the seventy years of auptis
vty at Avignon; the schism of 40 yeusrs whiely
sucoceded, . wheh two Popes, and aven three werdt
seen, all having their partisans, all reviling and
excommunicating one another, loading éach othes
with disgusting reproaches and imputations of the

basest crimes, lively exposures, which coversd =

with igneminy both rivals at once; the maltiplied
exactions of the church, particularly indulgences,
the monstrous abuse of the most monstrous of
powers; the intolerance and cruelties of the in- -
quitition; these sre czuses abundantly sufficiens
to explain that hatred and contempt of the Romish
hierarchy which secretly lurked in every corner.
But what was te become of a powsr founded en-
tirely wpen opinion, the moment opicion wm
withdrawn frem it? To doubt of it rights wes

-3
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to. annihilate them; : to inspect .its foundations,
was to undenmne them; to examme was to
destroy :

" The Popes, in the mean txme, who knew better
perha.ps than any one else the deep wounds by
which their authority suffered, allowed no appear-
ance of- this'consciousness to escape, and affected
that security which imposes upon opinion. : They
knew haw to yield at times, and to bend when
. necesgity constrained them to it; but they changed:
their tone as little as possible, always hoping that
a better time would return, a time of bigotry:and
of. darkness,. in -which they might display, in all
its . magnificence, ‘their obstinate system of La-
maism.* The irascible Paul the 11, as audacious
as _Hildebrend,. summoned  the king of England.
to appear before him; and on the refusal of the
nd less irascible Henry VIII, declared him to -have
forfeited his crown for himself and his descendants
~ for'evér.t Pius IV treated the king of Naples in

" # Lamaism is the religion of the Tartars of Thibet; the most
absolute, tyrapnical, and degrading superstition that has ap-
pearéd amorig men. - To denominate the Roman Catholie reli-
gion Lamaism, is one of the severest sentences that could have
been pronounced. ‘
¥ Nos—Henricum pnvatxoms regni mcunsse poenam decla-
nmus—EJus & complicum, &c. Filii poenaram participes
) sint. Omnes & smvulos Henvrici regis, & aliorum praedictorumt
Gilios, eiiisqui¢ destendentes (ricmine excepto, nultaque minorid
gmig_a’nfingm; ol -ignordntie, vel dlterius cujusvis cause

. A
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the same manner: Pius V pronounced a’ similar

sentence against the high-minded Elizabeth of .
#ngland; and on each of these occasions the
Vicar of Jesus Carist held forth with assurance
his incontestible righis over all thrones and all
the earth. He allotted America as fast as it was
discovered, and even before it was discovered;*

. ’

- habita ratione) dignitatibus, dominiié, civitatibus, castris, pri-

vatos & ad illa ac alia in posterum obtinenda inhabiles esse de-_
cernimus et inhabilitamus. Decernimus "quod Henricus rex et
complices et sequaces, nec non prafati descendentes, &x tunc
infames existant, ad testimonia non admittantur, testamenta
facere non possint, &c. (Bullar. Magn.)

‘This is what we may call an anger truly pontifical! It is not
contented with condemning and declaring infamous, even to
the fourth generathn ; it reaches to eternity, and denounces the
latest descendants of the latest‘posterity. Author.

"* Nos motu proprio—de nostra liberalitate—omnes insulas &
terras firmas inventas et inveniendas, detectas et detegendas
versus occidentem et ‘meridiem, fabricando et construendo
unam lineam a polo arctico, scilicet septemtrione, ad polum
antarcticam, -scilicet meridiem, sive sint versus Indiam, aut
versus aliam quamcnixique partem, qua. linea distet a2 qualibet
insularum quee vulgariter nuncupantur De los Azores y Caba
Vierde, centum leucis versus occidentem et meridiem, qua per
alium regem aut principem C/mstzanum noh fuerint actualiter
possessa, auctoritate ommpotentls Dei et vicariatus J. C. qua
fungimur in terris, cum omnibus illaram dominiis, civitatibus,
castris, locis, et villis, jurisque et jurisdictionibus, ac perti-
nentiis universis, vobis haeredibusque vestris, in perpetuum,

“tenore prasentium donamus, vosque et hzredes illaram dominos

facimus et deputamus, (Bullar. Magn, V. I. p. 454.)
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and he had his legion of authors, of theologians,
and of lawyars, who demonstrated with intrepidity
all the sanotity and evidence of his rights, “The
grateful church has placed the names of saveul of
¢hem in the calendar.¥

This disastrous system, which subjected civil
saciety to the iron sceptre of an exclusive ohurch;
a church, out of which there was no salvation,4-

A strange thing at this time was the public law of Eprope,

fouuded am such pieces s this, It appears that the apostoli¢

" comncil, which in gevneral does not pigue itself upen great geo-

gephical exactness, acknowledges no sovereigns an the earth

as legitimate Hut the Christian. All the others may be dis+
without geremony.  Author,

+ Bqint Thomas, Saint Anthony, Saint Bongventure, Saint
Raymand, &e. Fac the same cause she invested with the Car~
dina} pyrple Twrecremata, Reginald Pole, Albert Peghius,
Silvester Priciras, Navarrus, Bellarmin, &c. Author :

+ The quality of Reman Catholic had entirely supplanted
that of man, and even that of Christian. Whosoever was not
Roman Cathalic was not a2 map, was less than a man, and werg

- be a king, it was a good acuou to take away his life. Of the
following stile, in this tespcct, was the ordinary language of the
casuists of Rome. I quote at a venture the words of one of
them. Ostendimus jaxix satis aperte justum esse, ut hzereticus
pccidatur: guo Jutem genere foortis sit occidendus, parum ad
vem facit. Nam quocunque moslp occidatur, semper consulitug
ecclesiz. Alphansusa Castre.  (De justa Hareticorum paena,
L. 1L cap. 12.)

Thig Castro wrote gt a time when the Reformation, being
glready begun, should have taught people of his cloth to be
more circymspect, One might fill volumes w:t,h sicniler pag-

<
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could not fail to alienate from her by degrees the
superior order of minds. Remonstrances, com-
plaints, arose on all sides. A thousdind voices
joined together to demand a Refermation of the
church in the head and ‘in the members, in faith -
and in morals; these are the consecrated terms.
Three councils in rapid succession, at Pisa, Con-
stance, and Basle, had disclosed the wounds of
~that aged body, and probed them to the bottom.
The general constraint and dissatisfaction hed
become more visible than ever at the beginning of
the 16th oentury; and in this state of affairs it
was that the young and voluptuous Medicis
ascended the pontifical throne, . A friend to the.
fine arts, from which he expected only celebrity
* and enjoyment, an artful, but presumptuons poli-

tician, prepossessed with contempt for the unpo- - °

ished coarseness of Germany, under which he
. wasunable to discern a penetration and manliness
of ‘character, the energy of which he was soon to
experience, Leo the X was not possessed of
powers to contend with Luther; and the hanghty
weakness of the one prepared abundant success to
the intrepid firmness of the other.

sages, and in reading them we are reminded of the horrible
joy which Gregory XIII displayed on the news of the may.
sécre of St. Barthdlomew, Author,
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PART UL~-LITERATURE. -
The ignorance which the barbarians of the
north brought with them into Europe, seconded
by the continual wars and devastations which from
the time of their appearance desolated that part of
the globe, had extinguished i it almost every
ray of learning. That low degree of instruction
which was silently transmitted through the first
* years of the middle ages was confined to the ec-
clesiastics, and in a great measure to the cloisters.
In those retreats, often respected by the supersti-
tion of ferocious warriors, who respected nothing
else, some books were preserved and copied, the
‘annals of the times were composed, and a certain
mixture was taught, in general extremely absurd,
but sometimes not a little astonishing both for its
subtilty and brilliancy, of a theology, a lagic, and
metaphysics, in the highest degree deformed,
and by which hardly any clear and just ideas were
eonveyed ta the student. It will be easily under-
stood that I speak of the scholastic philosophy
which had so many periods of varying and op-
’-posite fortune; adesert uninhabitable by common
sense; but here and there interspersed with spots
where we discover the hand of a beneficient
nature, and on which the mind dwells with
extacy. : :
If the churchmen preserved in this manner the
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faint tradition of ‘knowledge, it must, at the same
" time, be acknowledged, that in their hands it
more than once became dangerous; and was con-
verted by its guardians to pernicious purposes.

The domination of Rome, built upon a scaffolding

of false historical proofs, had need of the assist-

ance of those, faithful auxiliaries, to employ on
the one side their half knowledge to fascinate
"men’s eyes, and on the other to prevent those
eyes from perceiving the truth, and from becoming
enlightened by the torch of criticism. The local
. usurpations of the clergy in several places were
founded on similar claims, and had need of similar
means for their preservation. It followed there-
fore” both that the little knowledge permitted
should be mixed with error, and that the nations
should be carefully maintained in profougd igno-
rance, favourable to superstition} Learning, as
far as possible, was rendered inaccessible to the
laity. The study of the ancient languages was
represented as idolatrous and abominable. Above
all, the reading of the holy scriptures, that sacred
inheritance of all Christians, was severely inter-
dicted. To read the bible, without the permis«
sion of ones superiors, was a crime: to translate
it-into the vulgar tongue would have been a teme-
* rity worthy of the severest punishment. The
Popes had indeed their reasons for preventing the
words of Jesus Carist from reaching the people,
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_and a direct communication from being established
between the Gospel and the Christian. When it
becomes necessary to keep in the shade objects as’
conspicuous as faith and public worship, it bee
hoved the darkness to be universal and impene
trable. When the numerous legions of mendicant
monks were found insufficient for this purpose,
the horrible inquisition wss invented, to extin-
guish by blood and tears every spark of hght'
which the night should exhibit.*

® It is wot in support of the tyranny of the church of Rome
only that opposition to the progress of knowledge has been
made. Theextinction of knowledge is naturally and necessarily
the aim of all tyranmical pawer, a3 knowledge is that enemy,
whose elevation is its downfal. It may be lald down s 2 sure
principle, that the degree of eagerness which every power
shews for the extinction or confinement of knowledge is the
exact mehsure of its tyrannical nature or tendency. How many
efforts ave nrade in various parts of Europe at this moment te
sestrsia the free course of knowledge. In Austria 2 new degree
of rigour bas been adopted to prevent the circulation of all
“books which teach any thing contrary. to the views of the
court. No book is to be sold without a licence from commis-
sioners appointed by the comt. A new set has been appointéd
to examine all the books which have been sent inte circalation
since 1791,  These maske extraordinary probibitions. Ahnost
all French books written, lately before, or since the revola~
tion, are proscribed; and the greater part of the new German
works are included in the same condemnpation. The court of
8t.'Petersburg has lately published an edict similar in object and
severity; and which must prevent the people from knowing by
"the press a single thing which the gevernmeat does net wish
2 .
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"Bat the éfforts of men cannot for ever counter-
act the course of nature. It was necessary that
the morning should re-appear; that day should
follow; and throw its rays upon the phantom of the
night; the object at once of the scorn and admi-
retion of men. The university of Paris already
had daughters worthy of her in Germany and in
England. That of Wittemberg, where Luther
and Melanchton began their career as professors,
had been lately founded. Sovereigns inspired by
the genius of the times, by the love of glory,
- and the captivating splendour of learning, a thing

them to kmow. Among other articles, all works relating to re«
ligion, must, previous to publication, be examined and approved
of by a censorship composed of members of the established
church, Al journals, and even the hand-bills of the theatres,
tmust undergo a similar scruting. Bonaparte, who reigns by
“gerror over the French press, and would send to Cayeunewho-
aver shonld utter a syllable displeasing to him, bas established
the strongest regulations to prevent the infroduction into France
of the Journals printed on the German side of the Rhine ; and
of eyery work which may be suspected of passing any censure
npon the nature or measures of his government. In this
pountry, this is undoubtedly not the system which onr free con-
stitution permits to be adepted; and the diffusion of knowledge
here is generally in a bigh degreefreeand unrestrained. Every
e, however, has fresh in his memory certain remarkable ex-
‘oépﬁons, which it is not necessary to specify; any thing sinilar
to which it is probable will never be seen again, and which
happened at no very distant period ; a period that mzy be tezmed
the reign of terrer i this'island.
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a yet so new, encouraged its revival by similar
establishments. It became impracticable to im-
ppose silence upon so many schools, which laboured
to render themselves more illustrious, the one
. than the other. The ancient languages, history,
and criticism, were taught in them publicly in
spite of the clamours of the partisans of ignorance.
Science at last escaped from her state of tutelage,
.and broke by degrees her ancient covenant with
error. ‘The commerce with distant countries, the
discovery of a new world, had disposed, men for
the reception of newideas. The artof printing,
that inestimable blessing to the human race, and
the greatest gift which mind ever received from
the hands, had been lately invented in Germany
. ‘on the banks of the Rhine, diffused light with
‘extraordinary efficacy, and prevented the possi-
.bility of its being ever again shut up under a
‘bushel. At the other extremity of Germany, on
the banks of the Vistula, Copernicus had reformed
the doctrine of the celestial motions, and explained
their real order, which the bulls of Popes have
not since been able to alter. When we consider
the first years of this sixteenth century, it is im-
possible not to regard it as one of the most decisive
in respect to the progress and amehoratlon of our
species. :
During this first conﬂnct between. light and
darkness, each party confirmed and strengthened



A

N
* "Reformation of Luther. ‘ o3
* itself in its own opinion, and made preparation for
a decisive action. At the head of the party of li.
terature, the public voice had pliced the modest
and ingenious Erasmus of Rotterdam. ~His
pointed satires . 4gainst the excesses of the
clergy, and the stupidity of the monks, had made
a deep impression. © He contributed powerfully ta
revive the taste for ancient literature and criticism.
Reuchlin, who had attained great eminence in
philology, and had taught in.almost every part of
Burope, was at this time settled in Germany, his
native country,.and excited there a great enthu-
siasm for the study of the languages, especially
the Greek and Hebrew, for, the perusal of the
sacred books in the original tongues, and for the
* critical exposition of the bible. The theological
inquisitors of Cologne, among others, the boiste-
rous Hochstraten, who had solicited and obtained
an imperial edict to burn and exterminate all
Hebrew books, sought a.quarrel with Reuchlin,
-and wanted to prove that the study of Greek, as
igvell as of "Hebrew, was of pernicious influence on
faith.* - Perhaps they had reason, in their own .
. - % Even the faculty of theology at Paris declared at this time
. before the parliament assembled, That religion was undone, if
the study of @reek and Hebrew was permitted. The mendicant
monks held another language. Observe the expressions of one
- of those common soldiers of Hochstraten’s army. * Conrad of
Heresbach, a very grave and respectable author of that period,
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esense; and every kind of study was in triith danw
gerous to the inguisition, sud to the power whick
hired auch auniliaries. At any rate the dispute
excited prodigious attention; and ended by oo«
vering with shame thé patrons of ignorance.. The
Hebraists triumphed. . Ulrich de Huttén, a young
gentleman of Franconia, stdent, and 'full of ge+
nivs, & soldier, a poet, a learned man, zixd even
a theologian, wrote on this océasion the celebrated
¢« Letters of Obscare Men,” Epistole obssuroruin
virorum, a keen and well.directed satyr, which
poured on the: opposite party irresistible. ridicule,
Such is the great outline of the picture of Eu«
rope ot the era of the Reformation, ds wall in
what. relates to politics, 2s in what relates to reli~:
gon, and the culture of the mind.

REFORMATION.

Catholicism was not a religion given, kfter ttq
complete formation, to, nations previously nne

thus relates the nronk’s own words. “ They have invented 4
Bsew hnguage, which they calt Greek: you must be carefully
. snyour gmard against it : it is the mother of all hevesy, 1obs
serve in the hands of many persons a book written in that lan-
guage, and which they call the New Testament. It is 8 book
fall of daggers ayd poison. As to the Hebrew, my deav bre.

* threm, it is certain thut all those who lears it become imstinta.

neousiy Jews.” This is 2 sample of the Papal spiric during that

sge. Was ngnodan&expednnttoﬂhw itpemublywpw
ondnthumm> Author,
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soduainted with it, among which it might assunse
" an uniform appearance. Christianity, -introduced
at different times, into very different countries,
bad reccived in each & local modification, arising
from the -character and circumstances  of the
people. Thus, the language of the Romans,
introduced into several parts of the empire, in
"ene place met with the language of the Goths
and Lombards, in another with that of the Celts .
and Teutones, in others with the Gallic, the
Saxon, and even the Arabic st last, and hence by
degrees was changed to the Italian, French,
English, and Spanish. Chtistianity itself, aftes
" its.gradual transmutation into Romish Catholicism,
essemtially altered by the innavations of the court
of Rome, of monks, amd thealogians, did not
every where experience the same variations. Re.
taining the fundamental similitude of theprincipal ~
dogmas, it obtained in different places a different
pbysiognomy. Thus, even in our own days, the
Catholicism of Madrid does vot in all respecta
resemble that of Pass, any more than that of
Rome does that of Vienna. Ia one place it had
acquired a more superstitious complexion, a farm
more gross, more material, more calculated ta
stifle the spirit; in another, it was less canfined
with. material bands, and had preserved a stronger
tendency towards mysticism: the spirit remained
more free, and more distinguishable. These va- -
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fieties in the character of this réligion proceeded

from varieties- in the ¢haracter of -the nations;

. here more sensual, more dissipated, more external;
there, on the contrary, more contemplative, more
grave, and more collected. . Italy on the one
side, and Saxony on the other, will afford' us an
€xample of that diversity; and it is natural to
make choice of those two countries, since the
one was the -seat of Catholicism, and the other
beeame that of the Reformation.

. Italy had Jong been the résidence of the masters
of the Roman empire. The luxury and corraption
of Asia had passed into the city of the Cesars,
and overrun the rest of the country. The riches

_of the whole world there circulated and overflowed.
The effeminacy of the latter years of the erpire
stamped the Italian character. Subdued afterwards
“by a multitude.of conquerors, who succeeded one
another incessantly, that fine country was, during
ten centuries, the field of continual wars, waged
there by strangers, who contended for- its pos-

_session. The Italian, never his own master,
always oppressed, subdued, became naturally art-
ful, selfish,, and deceitful. Commerce still conti-
nued to enrich him; but he hasted to consume in
pleasure what he foresaw that violence might
speedily wrest from him. A taste for luxury,
pomp, sensuality, and the fine arts, was the source
of his consolation. The magnificence of the

-
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vernments, as that of Austria, &c. the greater
part of Switzerland, a prodigious number of
persons in France, Poland, Hungary, Denmark,
Sweden, England, separated 'ina few years from
the Romish church, and refused all- obedience as
well as all tribute to its head.

Yet, notwithstanding the general sentiments
above described, notwithstanding the cause uni-
versally felt for a reform in the church, notwith-
standing the eloquence and energy of Luther;
‘that memorable revolution would certainly not
have been confirmed, it would not have required
a political consolidation, if another consideration .
than that. of religion and truth had not lent its
assistance, and made of it an interest of state.
The princes of the north of Europe, to whom,
_ with their ordinary means, resistance against the
ambition of Austria became almost impossible,
*beheld in the new enthusiasm of their people a
source opened whence they could draw extraordi-
nary assistance. By means of this they were
ehabled to oppose the whole mass of their subjects
.against the imperial arms.  An intimate union

rage of the Roman pontiff, tothepmecuuomof an exasperated
clergy, to the severity of such a potent and despotic prince as
Cuaryrzs V, to death jtself, and that from a principle of ava-
rice and ambition. But I have said enough to satisfy every
sandid mind.” Mosheim's Ecclesmsncal History, Cent. 16,
Sec 1, .2

I

.
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between every prince and his people, between the .
whole of those provinces and those people, which
before would have beén a chimerical enterprise,
became a necessary effect of that common interest -
which spoke to all hearts. 'Beside the tempta-
tion offered by the riches of the clergy, which
every prince conveyed into his exchequer, that of
independence, and the gratification of an inve-
terate resentment against the court of Rome, all
contributed to'enforce the concurrence of rulers,
and to carry them along in the same stream with
the people. Whatever may have been their mo-
tives in the end, it cannot be disputed that the.
league of Smalcald exhibits, in modern Europe,
the first efficacious union of free states against:
their oppressors; that the foundation was there
laid of a better policy, and the riglits of consci--
ence were ascertained. Several of the reasons
have already been enumerated which might in-
duce Charles the V to oppose the Reformation.
Indeed it was enough for him to see it embraced
by the princes of whom he was the natural enemy.
Francis the first might have declared in its favour,
and have introduced it into France. His conduct
was influenced partly by his own religious convic- -
tion, and partly by his politics and his views on
Italy. But seeing a formidable party formed in
the empjre against the Austrian, his rival, he se-.
conded them efficaciously, and with all his power.
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"This is not the place for entering into the detail
of the events which accompanied, succeeded, and
consolidated that memorable revolution. The
Institute, besides, has not required an account of
the progress, but of the consequences of the
Reformation. Let it suffice then to say that this
great affair occupied almost entirely all the powers
of Europe from the year 1520 to the middle of
the next century. Through' various turns of for-
tune, triumphs, defeats, alliances, defections, the
Protestant states were at last enabled to give a
constitutional existence to their faith, and to di-
vide the Empire with Catholicism. While Luther
- lived he supported the character of a minister of
peace, and employed all his authority in preserving
it. The civil war of the peasants of Swabia and
Franconia disturbed the first years of the Refor-
mation. Sects of fanatics arose in several places,
but chiefly in the circle of Burgundy and West-
phalia. The short reign of the anabaptists of
Munster, and of their leader, John of Leyden,
presented a scene of horrid disorders. The Pro-
testants beheld with grief the enormities of these
false brethren. Luther and Melancthon wrote
against them ; and demonstrated that those ex-
cesses were as opposite to Christianity as to the
true spirit of the Reformation. After a peace,
almost uninterrupted,. under four emperors who
succeeded Charlemagne, down through the whole

12
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of the fifteenth centory, and some of the first’

years of the sixteenth, the war which was kindled
under Ferdinand the second, on the subject of
the religious capitulations of Bohemis, was soon
converted into a furious contest between the two
parties, for nothing less than the entire extirpa-
- tion of Protestantism, the annihilation of the
German constitution and liberties, and the abso-
lute dominion of Austria over the empire, which
would have furnished it with the means of ex-
tending that dominion further. This terrible
conflagration, which ravaged Europe for thirty
years together, from the confines of Poland to the

-mouth of the Scheld, and from the banks of the -

Po to the Baltic sea, depopulated whole provinces,
annihilated in them agriculture, commerce, in-
dustry, cost several millions 'of men their lives,
and retarded in Germany for more than a century
the study of the sciences, whichat first had there
made so much progress.* Twelve years of this

# We- regard the sciences, and even polite literature, as
- having only very lately begun to be cultivated in Germany ;
and Germany is supposed to be considerably behind .at least
England and France in the pursuits of literature. We accuse
the Germans of having speat all their time in heavy commen-
taries on the classics ; instead of exhibiting the efforts of genius,
or entering into the experimental examination of the material or
intellectual worlds. Yet the Germans entered with uncommon
ardour into the efforts employed for the restoration of letters;
and their.progress, at that early period, suffered not in compa-
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destructive war had passed; and the confederated
princes, notwithstanding the prodigies of con-
stancy and valour which they displayed, were on
. the point of sinking under their potent adversary,
when a hero, the successor.of Vasa, the immortal
Gustavus Adolphus, quitfed his kingdom at the
head of an invincible army, and marched to save,
at the expence of his own life, which he lost in
the midst of victory at Lutzen, the liberty of
Germany, perhaps of all Europe, and the faith
which he held in common with the other princes
of the evangelical league; such was the name
-assumed by those who had separated from the
Romish communion. Denmark, which had be-

rison with that even of the most forward nations. The causes
here mentioned by Villers truly account for that long stagnation
which Germany has experienced. They afford the solation of
a question which every one must have put to himself with re-
gard to the seeming contradiction between the early aptitude
which the Germans exhibited for the finest efforts of literature,
and their slow progress afterwards. The cause was not in the
Germans, but in the circumstances of Germany ; and those
eircumstances were in a principal manner produced by the .
noble resolution which Germany first adopted of procuring te
bherself liberty of conscience, and by the terrible couflicts and
disturbances in which that glorious determination involved her.
It is singular that to Germany we owe almost all the more re-
markable inventions and transactions by which modern times
are distinguished, the art of printing, gunpowder, the mari-
per's compass, 4nd the Reformation of Luther,
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fore interfered in the quarrel, was soon obliged to
slacken her pace. The aid of Sweden was more
efficacious. It is doubtful if the military annals
of any nation present a period more worthy of
admiration than the eighteen campaigns of the
Swedish army in Germany. France also joined
her victorious arms to. those of the Swedes in
support of the Protestant party. It was during
the course of this war that the names of Gue-
briant, Puysegur, Turenne and Conde, were ren-
dered illustrious; and it was by this war that the
monarchs of France began to acquire a visible
preponderance in the affiirs of the empire.
Meanwhile France herself was not exempt from
the troubles and internal commotions which flow
from revolutions of such magnitude. After an
. obstinate civil war between the reformed and
Catholic parties, the monarchy was vested in the
person of a reformed prince, who, however, be-
~ came Catholic when he ascended the throne.
Spain, since the time of Charles the V, had
been governed by her own kings, who still enjoyed
the sovereignty of the Low Countries. But the
spirit of the Reformation had there introduced its
ally, the spirit of liberty. The United Provinces
courageously threw off the yoke of Philip the
Second, and founded in their marshes a confede-
racy nearly resembling that which had been
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formed on the mountains of Helvetia.* The
Dutch became, what a free people in the neigh-

" * The effects of the Reformation, in creating bolder and raore
-generous sentiments of liberty, are very remarkable. It is not
very generally reflected upon how much that system of free
~ government, happily established in this country, is imrﬂediately
owing to the Reformation. Had the Papal servitude continued
as severe as it existed in the beginning of the reign of Henry
the VIII; and had the minds of men not received that im-
pulse and agitation which so important a change is calculated to
produce, there is no probability that the great power by that
time vested in the hands of the king would have met with any
adequate resistance. It is well known how great a share reli-
gious sentiments .had in raising and upholding the opposition
which was made to the tyranny of the Stuarts; and in finally
. expelling them from the throne. - Neither is there any probabi-
lity that without this powerful auxiliary, those happy effects
would have been produced. Even Mr. Hume himself bears
ample testimony - to the influence of this principle, who de-
‘clares, in his history of Elizabeth, that * religion was the
capital point, on which depended all the political transactions of
that age; and -who says, that if a spark of liberty was pre-
served alive in England at that period, it was owing to the
puritans. Itis to be ‘observed, however, that Hume exagge-
‘rates with the utmost industry the arbitrary power of Elizabeth,
which et with no resistance, that he may extenuate that of
the Stuarts which was resisted. In several places the spirit of
-the Reformation carried the people even to republican govern-
ment, as at Geneva and in Holland ; and gave birth to the °
‘most settled and well defined ideas of republicanism. Onein-
stance of this may be adduced from a very curious work,
chiefly written by the celebrated pensioner de Witt, and pub-
-lished by authority of the United Provinces, entitled, « The

'
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bourhood of the sea were fitted to becomie; but
which nitur¢ denied to the Swiss: they became

trae Interest and political inaxims of the Republic of Holland
and West Friesland.”

- After some reasonings to prove that mondrchs, or individual

rulers, never consider it their interest to behold their subjects
become rich and independent, it isadded; ¢ To bring all this
home, and make it suit with our state, we cught to consider

that Holland may easily be defended against her neighbours;

and that the flourishing of manufactures, fishing, navigdtion,

and traffic, whereby that province subsists, and (its hatural nes

cessities or wants being well eonsidered) depends perpetually on

them, ebe would be uninhabited: 1 say, the flourishing of
those things will infallibly produce great, strong, populous and

wealthy cities, which by reason of their convenient situstion,

may be impregnably fortified : all which to a monarch, or one

supreme head, is altogether intolerable. And therefore I con-

clude, that the inhabitants of Holland, whether rulers or sub-

jects, can receive no greater mischief in their polity, than to be

governed by a monarch, or supreme lard : and that on the other
side, Gop can give no greater temporal blessing to a country in

qur condition, than to introduce and preserve afre'ecomxm

wealth government.

¢ But seeing this conclusion opposéth the general and long-,
continued prejudices f all ignorant persons, aud consequently
of most of the inbabitants of these United Provinces, and that
some of my readers might distaste this treatise wpon what I
have already said, unless somewhat were spoken to obviate
their mistakes, I shall therefore offer them these reasons.

« Although by what hath been already said, it ppears, that
the inhabisants of a republie ate infinitely more happy than the
subjects of a land governed by ore supreme head; yet the
.” conttary is always thought in 3 country where a prince is al-
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tich and powerful, and raised themsalves to the
fank of the first states in Em'ope.’ England, in

ready reigning, orin rep\xbhcs where. one supreme head is
ready to be accepted.

‘¢ For not only officers, countiers, idle gentry, and soldiery,
but also all those that would be such, knowing, that under the
worst government they use to fare best, because they hope that
with impunity they may plunder and rifie the -citizens and
country peaple, and so by . the cerruption of the government
enrich themselves, or attain to grandeur, they cry up monar-
ehical government for their private interest to the very heavens:
although Gep did at first mercifully institute no other buta
commonwealth government, and afierwards in his wrath ap.
pointed one sovereign over them. Yet for all this, those blood+
suckers of the state, and indeed of mankind, dare to speak of
republics with the utraost contempt, make a2 mouatain of every
molehill, discourse of the defects of them at large, and conceal
all that is good in them, because™ they know nooe will punish
them for what they say : wherefore all the rabble (according te
the ald latin verse*) being void of knewledge and judgment, and
- sherefore inclining to the weather or safer side, and mightily
valuiag the vain and empty pomp of kings and princes, say .
Amen to it; especially when kept in ignorance, and irritated
aguinst the lawful government by preachers, who aim at domi- -
nion, or weuld introduce an independent and arbitrary power -of
church-government ; and such (Gop amend it) are found in
Holland, and the other United Provinces, insomuch, that all
virtuous and infelligent people have been necessitated to keep
silenck, and to bewate of disclosing the vicea of their princes,

¥ e Sed quid ?
Turba Remi sequitur Fortunam, ut semper, & odit
Demnatos. Juven,
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the midst of troubles occasioned-also by religious
innovations, had assumed her true station, that of
a maritime power.
or of such as weuld willingly be their governors, or of courtiers
and rude military men, and such ambitious and ungovernable
preachers as despise Gop, and their native country.

¢ Nay there are few inhabitants of a perfect free state to be
found, that are inclinable to instruct and teach others, how
much better a republic is than a monarchy, or one supreme
head, because they know no body will reward them forit; and
that on -the other side, kings,* princes, and great men, are so
dangerous to be conversed with, that even their friends can
scarcely talk with them of the wind and weather, but at the
hazard of their lives; and kings with their long arms can give
heavy blows. And although all intelligent and ingenuous sub-
jects of monarchs, who have not, with lying sycophantical
courtiers, cast off all shame, are generally by these reasons,
and daily experience, fully convinced of the excellency of a
republic above a monarchical government; yet nevertheless,
many virtuous persons, lovers of monarchy, do plausif)ly main-
tain, that several nations are of that temper and disposition,
that they cannot be happily governed but by a single person,
and quote for this the examples of all the people in Asia and
Afvica, as well as Europe, that lie southerly. They do also
allege, that all the people who lie more northerly, are more fit
to be governed by a single person, and with more freedom; as
from France to the northward, all absolute monarchical go-
vernment ceaseth : and therefore maintain or assert, with such
ignorant persons as I mentioned before, that the Hollanders in

o Sed quid violenttus aure Tyranni,

Cum quo de pluviis aut estibus aut nimboso
Vere locuturi Fatum pendebat awmici 2 . Juven.
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Finally the Reformation produced the two most
celebrated assemblies which: the history of modern
times has to record: The one for the concerns of
religion, the council of Trent, in which so much
intrigue, eloquence and knowledge, were displayed,
and of which the decrees, more or less modified,
have become the principal .foundation of canon
law in all the Catholic states of Europe: The
other, of a political nature, the congress of
Munster and Osnaburg, which pat an end to the
terrible war of thirty years, by the treaty of
Westphalia, that master-piece of human wisdom:
and sagacity, which for the first time constituted
the nations of Europe jnto a connected system of
bodies politic. It was during this protracted con-
gress that the art of negotiating was brought to
perfection, that the utility was discovered of a ba-

particular are so turbulent, factious, and disingenuous, that
they canndt be .kept in awe, and happily governed, but by a
single person; and that the histories of the former reigns or
governments by earls, will sufficiently confirm it.

“ But on the other side, the patriots, and lovers of a free
state will say, that the foregoing government by earls is well
known to have been very wretched and horrid, their reigns
filling history with continual wars, tumults, and detestable
actions, occasioned by that single person. And that on the
contrary, the Hollanders, subsisting by manufacture, fishing,
navigation, and commerce, are naturally very peaceable, if by
such a supreme head they were not excited to tumults: Whe-
ther this be so or not, may be learned and confirmed too in
part from those histories.”
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lance of power, of a counterpoise, by which the
powerful might be restrained, and the weak
protected and supported.

After this survey, too rapidly taken, of the
principal events which immediately followed the
Reformation, let us hazard a few conjectures on
what would most probably have happened in
Europe, on the supposition that it had not teken
place. Had there been indeed a little more pru-

dence and reserve on the part of Rome, or a de-

gree less of inflexibility in our Reformer, or more
indifference on the part of princes, perhaps this
great explosion would have been extinguished in
the spark. A Luther was requisite to accomplish
#t. But a multitude of favourable circumstances
were requisite to make his efforts of any avail.
How many voices were already raised, without
being heard, without having reached the ears of
those whom it was necessary to rouse! ¢
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SECTION 1V.

Conjectures. .

IF the tide of events had followed in the six-
teenth century, and in those which succeeded, the
course in which it had hitherto flowed, nothing
could have saved Europe from approaching servi-
tude, and the yoke of an universal monarchy.
That _danger, though imminent, was, however,
not sufficiently evident to the multitude. The
people would not have made a common cause
with princes to oppose it; the princes would
not have made a common cause among them-
selves; intrigue and interest would have too
easily” divided them. Besides, where were the
means of rousing, and directing towards a com-
- mon object, the men of that tlme, who had
almost forgotten that they were men? The clergy
were rich, and earnest to preserve their riches;
the third order, as yet almost slaves on the soil,
had their townsmen and merchants labouring to
acquire riches. Between those two classes was
another, jealous of both, plundering them sword
in hand wherever it could, and agaimst which it
behoved those classes to seek protection. As to
‘other respects, the gentleman boasted of not
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being able to read, and the clergyman was not a
great deal more learned. How distant were they
from any notion of regular policy and social order,
. of common rights and equality among men!
How foreign, in particular, were those ideas to
the minds of the peasants! These were so igno-
rant, and so engrossed with popes and the clergy,
with emperors and nobles, with saints and mira-
cles, and feudal obligations, that they were inac-
. cessible to all sound reason and all consideration
of their own rights. Excess of oppression hurried
them here and there into revolts which, for want
of union, produced no advantage. Some thou-
sands of them were massacred on each occasion;
and heavier chains were imposed on those who
escaped the slaughter. In general they knew not
that there was any other possible kind of life than
that of going to work on the highways for their
lord, and of being pillaged by the military. No-
thing remained but religion, which was an interest
common and important to all classes.

The popes and emperors, in the long and ob-
stinate conflict of their pretensions, had in prece-
ding times fortunately counterbalanced one an-
other, and the efforts of one party had often neu-
tralized those of its antagonist. Had the Pope
not been so powerful, the House of Austria would
have found less difficulty in bringing Europe under
its sway; as the Pope too, without the resistance
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of the emperor, :would much more easily- have
erected himself, beyond recovery, into the great
Lima of the West. Thus one evil served long
as a remedy to another. But this contest could
not last for. ever, and one of them must at last
have obtained the ascendancy. One Pope had
already conceived the idea of placing the imperial
crown on his own head, and one emperor that of
placing the tiara on his. On the accession of
Charles the V, the power placed in the hands
of that prince was so préponderant that he would
easily have triumphed over all his adversaries; and
would have executed the favourite project of his
predecessors, of reducing the whole Roman em-
pire in the west under his authority. . If we have
seen feeble states resist powerful coalitions by
their' union, and by that alone, what could not so
formidable a power, entrusted to a single hand,
with such a director as Charles the V, have
executed against Europe, broken and disunited?
The policy of that emperor is sufficiently known
to enable us to conclude that, in pursuance of
this great scheme, he would have courted the
head of the church, and in-order, by his means,
the more easily to subdue the nations, he would
have granted him the second rank in the empire,
and an unlimited power over conscience. The
holy inquisition: would have become the instru-
ment of both despots; and would, for some cen-
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turies more, have maintained superstition, and
both political aud mental slavery ori the soil of
Europe. The Reformation alone could oppose a
mound té this torrent. It struck by one blow
both the rivals, who were aspiring to impose
chains upon Europe. Haughty Austria was
humbled, and brought under restriction for ever.
The Roman Pontiff lost a part of his dominions,
and retained only a precarious power in those
which he preserved. Powerful governments too
have arisen, which, rivalling one another in what-
ever contributes to the glory and happiness of
nations, commonly second the operation of that
new spirit which animates the people, and hasten
to remove every trace of the barbarism of the
middle ages.

“ The gradual progress of knowledge,” we -
may be told, * would insensibly bhave produced
. the same consequences, and have saved all the
evils which sprung from sugh terrible commotions,
and lengthened wars.” But those who object so
do not reflect that'in the system of an infallible
church, all the decisions of which are dictated by
the Holy Spirit, such a Reformation as is re-
quisite becomes impossible, and that it is contrary’
to the very spirit of Roman Catholicism. It is at
least reasonable to doubt whether. the desired
‘change would have happened so0.soon, and have
been 30 complete. | It is certain that at the period

5
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of the Reformation the heads of the Cathélic
feligion, who at first had discovered nothing in
the revival of letters, but glory and. pleasure, of
some-tendency toward the refinement of manners,
and who encouraged them undet that idea, began .
to perceive their own danger in too much know-
ledge, and manifested a very distinct resistance.
. That opposition has not speedily ceased in Austria,
in Spain, in Italy, in the Netherlands, where all
the means of inquisition and censuré were em-
ployed to restrain the operations -of mind, and
turn improvement backwards., Let any one com-
pare the political, religious, and literary condition
of the greater part of those countries during the
succeeding ages, with the condition of Saxon
Germany, of Holland and England, in the same
respects; and let him judge, without prejudice,
what could have been expected from the same
policy extended in all its rigour over Europe.*

* Let any one make the same comparison even at this mo-
ment. Inall those countries which have long been under the
Austrian rod, he will find bigotry and superstition in the place-
of religion and morality; ignorance and prejudices in room of

" gound and valuable information; the most brutal sensuality in-
stead of all the noble propensities which distinguish man when
he bas yeceived a more elevated and liberal education, Who-
ever has been a near observer of Austria, Spain, or the Nether-
lands; will feel the truth of ‘this remark. Unquestionably the
spirit of our times has-here and there penetrated into those
countries, and given rise to some exceptions, 'Lombardy, in

K
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- As to what might have been expected, in course
of time, from popes and the clergy,. if they hag
been allowed to ‘proceed as they chose, in the full
career of their power and, credit, we may form a
‘judgment by the physical and moral condition of
the kingdoms immediately sixbject to ecclesiastical
princes.*. The spirit of Popery, it is impossible
to deny, is exclusive and intolerant: Now . the
spirit of an institution cannot cease, without
putting an end to the institution itself. A testi.
mony- sufficiently decisive is, that the humane
and virtuous Innocent XI was scarcely able to

particular, situated Between France, Germany, Venice and
Genoa, and which bore with impatience the Austrian yoke,
* conld not be eatirely brutalized. A striking monument of the -
barbarity which remained in Catholic Germany at the end of

the eiglteenth cgntury exists in the narration of ‘the adventures

of M. Schad, which has been published by that gentleman,

professor of philosophy in the university of Jena, who had

formerly been a benedictine monk in the convent of Bans,

whence he made his escape,”fortunately for himself and for

philosophy, which he cultivates with success. Yet those

monks ef Banz were regarded as the lights of Catholie Ger-

many. It would be difficult to believe the excess of their sa-

perstition, if it were not described by an eye-witness, and one

‘who had himself. bden concerned init. Author.

* Tam happy to be able to quote a striking exeeption. All
Europe will proclaim with me the'illustrions Blector Arch~ °
Chancellor of Dalberg, whom history will record ameng the
best of princes, whom the sciences are proud to.claim, and who
bolds in the literary world a rank correspondent to that which

* bis high dignity secures to him in the political. Auther,

.
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exetute avy of his laudable designs during a-pon-
tificate of twelve years, The popes since the
Reformation, more cautious, reduced, indeed, to '
the last stage of debility, have yielded by neces-
sity in several rencounters; but what they wanted ~
was strength, not inclination. Many attempts
have been made to re-unite the Reformed and

Catholic churches. The latter has rendered all -

those efforts vain, by refusing to relax her pre-
tensions. Towards the end of the seventeenth
century, the emperor Leopold the first entered
warmly into this design; and plenipotentiaries
were named on the different sides. The nega-
tiations were even carried into France, and con-
ducted by Leibnitz on the part of the Protestants, .
and Pelisson and Bossuet on that of the Catholics.
This last personage displayed on the occasion al]
his eloquence, but at the same time all the inflex-
ihility of his genius, and all that of his church.
‘There could not be, according to him, any men-
tion in any respect of accommodation, but only
of submission. If any one consider the haughty
and violent language used at that time by a man
so enlightened as Bossuet, it will be difficult for
him not to suppose that were the riches and -
power .of the Romish clergy restored, we should
behold them as fanatical and persecuting asbefore.*
: * Every year, on a particular day, ‘the Pope still excomimu-

Dicat s and curses all beretics, and particularly the Lutherans,
K 2

.
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The intrigues of the Catholic party to ‘restore
Protestant princes to the Romish communion,

in these words: ‘ We then, following this ancient and solemn

* practice, excommunicate and anathematize, on the part of God

Almighty, Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, and on our own
part, all heretics, as also those who follow the damnable, im-
pious, and abominable heresy of Martin Luther, and all who
encourage and receive it, and all who read the books of the
said Martin, or of any other, and in general all their de-
fenders.”(2) (Bullar. Magn. Luxemb. 1804, Vol. L. p.718,)
Who would have thought that after the most zealous Catholicg

have condemned the impolitic revocation of the edict of Nantz

by Louis X1V, there could have been found in Europe aprmoe .

sufficiently barbatous to have recourse to a measure so ruinous
to his dominions? The archbishop of Salzburg, Baron of
Firmian, inflicted on his country a similar calamity in the year
1782. After persecuting with the utmost atrocity those of his
subjects who were not Catholics, he commanded them at last
to quit their country, to the number of 30,000, without daring
to carry with them any of their property, or even their fami-
Jies. This emigration has exhausted that little country, The
unhappy fugmves were received by the Protestant states of
Europe, and provided with the means of subsistence. A great
part of them went to clear and people North Amerlca, where
the descendants of those Salzburgers are still to be found,
Author.

(a) 1t is but candid, however, to own that the retaining of
an exceptionable ceremony in the annual service of the church
is not a very sure foundation of any conclusion against the spirit
of the church; since according to this rule we should be
obliged to think very unfavourably of churches which we

know to be the most liberal, The church of England, for

S
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are worthy of being made known, such, for ex-
ample, as those employed in the case of the
elector of Saxony, and of Christina, queen of
Sweden. “The aversion to all the sovereigns who

, remain separated from Rome is abundantly visible;

and the Holy See has not to this hour formally
recognised the king of Prussia.* Long after the

example, retains in her liturgy and repeats the creed of St
Athanasius, which declares all persons damned who.do not be-
lieve the Trinity in Unity and Unity in Trinity.

#* The Pope at present on the. throne has lately declared in a
brief addressed to Prince Ruspoli, that he ought to be regarded
as supreme 'head of all the orders of chivalry. In this he has
followed the example of his' predecessors. 'When the Teutonic
knights, in the thirteenth century, confquered ducal Prussia,
and set themselves up as its sovereigns, Innocent: the IV ‘de-
clared by a bull dated An, 1243, that this conquast of right
belonged to him. The following are his words; ** The territory
of Prussia we take into the possession, and under the jurisdiction
of St. Peter; and we decree it to' remain for ever under the
special defence and protection of the apostolic see.” . (Acta
Borrusiz, V. I.p. 423.) A soveseignty so well established is
not willingly resigned. When the Electors of Brandenburg
assumed the title of kings of Prussia, and when all the courts
of Europe,. except that of Spain, recognised them in this cha-
racter, the Pope Clement XI set up the loudest complaints,
and wrote to the different sovereigns to rouse them against the
unparalleled impudence of the Marquis of Brandenburg. In
the brief addressed to the king of France on the 16th of April,
1701, we read as follows; ‘¢ Although we are persuaded that
your majesty by no means approves of the attempt, which forms
2 precedent.most pemicious to the christian commonwealth, '

N



184 Spirit and Infivence of the

Reformation, Clement the VIII drew up a form
of an oath to be taken by bnshops and archbnshops,

" thited by Frederitk, Marquis of Brandenburg, in presuming
 publicly to usurp the name of king; an action of a sort con-
trary to the terms of the apostolic sanctions;—by which action
truly the sacred dignity of king is assumed by a man not a Ca-
tholjc, even in contempt of the church: And indeed the
Marquis does not scruple to call himself king of that part of
Prussia which by antient right belongs to the order of Teutonic
knights : We cannot pass over the affair in. silence, that we
may not appear wanting in out duty. We requite that you
will not pay him regel honours, who has too rashly joined him-
gelf in the number of those whom the following paseage of sa-
tred writ condemns and reprobates; * They bave reigned, but
not by me 5 princes they were, but I have not known them."*
" And in the Orationes Consistor. of Clement X1 we see that thig
Pope in presenting the account of this event, and of his bull to
the college of cardinals, states, * that the Margrave Frederic
had arrogated to himself the title of king in em impious manner,
#nd bitherlo unexampled among christians; it being well an-
derstood, that according to the pontifical laws, an heretical
prince ought much rather to lose his ancient dignities than
‘tbtain new.”—Is not this the language and priaciples of Hilde-
“brand, the sgame pretensions, and the same abuse of the bible,
by strangely perverting passages to modern events? It is ima-
gined, perhape, that the Holy See departed from this protesta«
tlon afterwards, and fecognised -4 Bovereign who treats his
Catholic subjects with an exemplary equality. Nothing less
than this. 1% 1782, when Pius VI travelled in Germany, a
Prusiiah minister made several overtures to obtain from him a
“forma) acknowledgment of the trown of Prussia, Pius VI,
who at that time did not wish to quarrel with a German prince,
answered politely, and promised that aé soon as he ahould return
-5
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in which all the principles of -the despotism and

to Rome, he would summon,a congregation of cardmals, ’
without whom he could decide nothing, to deliberate ou the
affair. That congregation has pever been summoned, and the
Pope has forgetten his promise. The ponnﬁml calendar printed
at Rome, with the approbatien and sanction of the Holy
Father, has continued since as before, to make no mention either
of thé kingdom or dutchy of Prussia; or even of the electorate of
Brandenburg. In the genealogical article, where mention is
made of that house (1783) we find the Great Frederick,
designated in this manner, Charles Frederick, Margujs (Mat-
chese) a title so insignificant at Rome, that it is a subject of
ridicule. The prince Henry of Prussia is denominated the
brother of the. Marquis. In that calendar there is no room for
an Electorate of Hanover. In general, every thing which bore
a part in the odious treaty of Westphalia is vilified at Rome,
~The thundering bull of Innocent X against that instrument of
peace between Christian nations, is well known: and bis suc-
cessors from time to time have renewed these anathemas. In
+ this respect the poutifical court stands without the puablic law of
Europe, and has separated from tbe political communion, In
.2782, on the occasion of some disputes concerning the Prussian
part of the diocese of Cologne, the king of Prussia defended |
himself by an article of that celebrated treaty. The Pope re-
plied in express terms that the treaty of Westphalia was of po
validity with regard to him; since it was never recognised by
Jhis See; * The separation which is supposed to have been
-made by the fifth article of the treaty of Westphalia can avail
mothing in regard to the present question, since it is known
that the Holy See has never recognised that treaty, against

which Innocent X protested not only in words, but by tiwe .

formsal deeds. It is therefore not to be.apected,u that the
Hely Fatber will make apy comcession which would be at va-,
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intolerance of Rome are establishéd.* What, to~
speak sincerely, can be expected from such temper

riance with that procedure.” His letter is very well known at
Berlin. The same state calendar, quoted above, in the article,
¢¢ Population of Rome,” enumerates strangers also, and among
other particulars has the following, ¢ Heretics, Turks, and
other Infidels, above 100!"—Those are recent facts, and a
thousand others might be mentioned. I ask of any impartial
judge, if they are of a kind to inspire any great confidence in
the voluntary improvement of the system of the pontifical
court, and of the spirit of popery? Author, '
# « I will be faithful and obedient to our lord the Pope, and
to his successors. The counsel which they may impart to me I
will disclose to no one. In preserving and defending the
_Romish papacy and the regalia of St. Peter, I will be their. as-
sistant agaimit all men. I will labour to preserve, to defend, to
increase, and to promote the rights, honours, privileges and
authority of the holy Romish church, of our lord the Pope,
and of his successors, with which if I shall discover any other
persons whatsoever .to meddle, as soon as possible I will give
information. Heretics, schismatics, and rebels to our same
lord, I will pursue to the utmost of my power.” (Pontificale
Romanum Clem. VIII Pontif. Max. jussu éditum.  Antwerp.
1627, p. 59:) Let us add a word more on the famous bull
In Cena Domini, which contains the essence of transalpine ore
thodoxy, and the principles .which are and ever will be the
secret foundation of the conduct of the Holy See. This bull,
" drawn up in 1610, by Paul V, and published in 1627, by
Urban VIII is merely a complete collection of the anathemass
discharged during ages against the persons found refractory to
the orders of the Vicar of JEsus CHR1sT. It excommunicates
heretics, schismatics, pirates, all those who dare appeal from
the bulls and briefs of the Pope to a future council, the princes
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.{md principles? What might not have been done

by absolute Popes, suppérted by bigotted and su -
perstitious emperors, united By temper and in -
terest with Rome? , _
. When we eonsider in this manner what might
have happened, but what did not happen; is not
this in some measure to describe the influence
which the Reformation had on the state of affairs
in Europe? Buit let i1s observe more in detail what
have been its positive effects.*

who raise new taxes without the permission of the Popes,
those who make treaties of alliance with Turks and heretics,
those who ‘appeal to secular judges against the injuries and op-
. pressions of the court of Rome, &c. .These odious terms long .
formed the law of Romish obedience, and that even in some
provinces of France, such as Roussillon and Cerdagne, until at
last the courageous de Cappot, advocate general to the supreme
eouncil of Roussxllon, in the month of March 1763, took mea-
sures against that abuse of ecclesiastical power, and opposed the
annual publication of the bull. See a work entitled ¢ Jurispra-
dence du grand-conseil examinée dans les maximes du roy-
aume,” Avigdon, 1775. Author.

* Enough has undoubtedly been said to satisfy any reasonable
man that the spirit of the Romish church was altogether eppa-
dite to the admission of .improvement, that improvement never
could have originated in her, and that could her power have
been preserved commensurate to her designs, improvement
would have been. for ever prevented. It will wo, we should
imagine, be pretty generally allowed, that the circumstances
here pointed ont by Villers render it extremely probable that
such a degree of power would, at the beginning of the sixteenth
gentury, have been retained or acquired by that church, as
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would have enabled her effectually to resist improvement for -

centuries longer, if the grand rebellion had not brokes that

power, and- opened a source of improvement independent of
the Romish church, and in defiance of her opposition. It is by'

* o means improbable that were the sathe irresistible. power be-
stowed upon any church, she would make a similar bad use of
#. Ibvis the nature of irvesistible power in the hands of frail
and corrapted man, to be abused. The reduction of the power
of the Romish church was therefore of the utmost importance’
to all the best interests of hurhanity; and of equal importance
it'is to prevent that power from ever again becoining enormous,
But this affords no reason whatever for depriving the members
of that church of their equal share of the rights and privileges

- oF titizenship, in any country in the world, when the power of
the church is not by such means rendered in the smallest degree
mwre dangerous. The object of no rational mind can be to
punish or depress the individuals who profess that or any other
religion; it is to keep the power of the church within bounds.
But how can the power of the church of Rome, for example,
be extended beyond bounds by the emancipation of the Ca-,
tholics in Treland? This much we thought necessary to remark,
Because the strong and just picture here drawn of the tendency
of the enormous power once possessed by the Romish church,
might be converted into a prejudice against the rights which -

_ the Roman Catholics of Ireland claim, not as Catholics, but
as citizens; and from which no advantage could accrue to the
charch of Rome, as a system, nor any prejudice to the church
of England as another.
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~ PART SECOND.
byluence of the Reformation.
——
CHAPTER 1.
©h the political Situntion of the States of Europe.
) Mens agitat xmolem,

The lzvmg Power of Mind triumphs over the dead
Power of ﬁl&uer -

EUROPE, before the Reformation, was in ge.
neral subjéct to two poWers, the spiritual and the
temporal. The head of the church, on one'side,
extended his authority and pretensions over the
nations indigcriminately; a great number of bi-

shops and prelates on the other had acquired the
~ temporal sovereignty of the flocks which had at
first been entrusted to their spiritual guidance;
‘and there was no country in which the clergy,
high and low, secular and regular, did not possess
considerable .wealth and privileges, and did not
enjoy great authority. The church was anim-~ -
mense body, which violently constrained, and in
a greater or less degree modified all the political
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bodies. Every remarkable change accordingly in
the church produced one in the political world.
A revolution, however, which began in the pro-
vince of religion necessarily produced its first
effects on the church. It is natural then to treat
of this, in the first instance; as well in regard to
itself, and its head, asin regard to its relations,
and those of its members with the different go- .
vernments. We shall next examine the influence
which the Reformation, considered in a political
point of view, has had on the states of Europe,
both Protestant and Catholic ; and afterwards ex-
hibit a view of the system of the balance of
power introdaced into Europe at that epoch, of
the changes which it underwent, and of the
powers which one after another possessed .the
principal weight in it, till the period when it.
ceased to be acted upon by the Reformation, .
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'SECTION 1. '
On the Church, and its Connection with the States,

THE Popes lose one half of the Empire, and i1
more than one half of Switzerland, all Denmark,
Sweden, Holland and England. The rich tribute
~ which flowed from those countries towards Rome
instantaneously ceases. The authority of the so-
vereign pontiff over all those Christian powers is
annihilated. Had it only been a new inundation
of barbarians, an earthquake, a deluge, any phy-
_sical cause, in short, which had torn those fair
possessions from the Holy See, it would have been
nothing. It was an active force, an-epidemic and
daﬁéerous malady, to which those losses were to be
ascribed. Nations and princes, of their own ac-
cord, and from conviction, had, in this manner,
renounced the authority of the Roman pontiff. -
The example was to be dreaded, both for the
present moment, and for all time to come. It
was easy to foresee that sooner or later this prece-
dent would be universally followed.* The church,

Y R .
* It is natural to be struck with wonder when one reflects to
what an extent the example of Luther has been already followed,
and how very near the authority of the Pope is to a complete
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separated from Rome, maintained itself with de

¢ency and honour; in it religion, the gospel, and

morality, were respected; the claims which
Rome. had set up were estimated at their just
value; books of merit written on the subject
were diffused in all quarters, and read even in

Catholic countries; they were not read without

extinction. Jt is scarcely three centuries since the first blow
was struck at that colossal and pernicious power which held the
homan raee in bondage and terror, and against which it seemed
that the powers of human pature wounld be exerted in vain,
Such bave been the effacts of the progress of reason and know-
ledge in the three centuries which have preceded; such the
enemy whom they have brought down, while yet only in their
infinecy. What may they not be expected to do in much less
than three centuries to come, now that they have advanced to
such a degree of maturity ? It is remarkable that one of the
latest acts of degradation to which the Pope has been subjected,
strikes a fatal blow at the root of another of the prejudices by
which chiefly mankind have been held in bondage, the opinion
that a family which has }ong ruled dver a nation with absolnte
sway bas a divine right te rule over them with absolute sway,
and that it is criminal in the people to wrest this power out of
their hands. The Pope has given the whole sanction of his
office and character to an individual set up by the people, after
they had dethroned, and banished, and killed the individuals,
who by the ancient title should have been their unfimited sove-

voigne. As far then as the authority of the Pope is concerned,

the right of the people to make and unmake governments for

-thereetves is beyond dispute. Inother Catholic countries this
principle msy be expected to produce its effects at mo distant
pesiod ; nor have its effects yet ceased in France itself, .
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producing sqme impression’; amd even an the

steps -of the ‘pontifical throne, more than an
ironical smile had been made at the expence of
the tiara. It was this which rendered the wound
deep and incurable, and which the Popes did not
at first allow themselves to believe was of such
magnitude. They were yet seen, after this terrible
blow," to present for a moment to the Christian
world an image of the pride of Hildebrand, and
of the vices of Borgia. But time, at last, and

severe experience, have taught them' to know

their true situation. They have resigned them-

selves, at least in practice, to that character of
humility and complaisance which heneceforth has -

became their portion among the potentates of the
earth.®*. The Catholic princes, on their part, have

. The French revolutxon has been peculxarly instrumtental in
bringing the Pope to the last stage of degradation; his territo-
ries overrun and pillaged again and again; he compelled to every
species of submission; and the holy chair itself kept empty till
it suited the convenience of the republican and atheistical chiefs

to place init a Vicar of Jesus Curist. The temporal power '

- ‘of the Pope is completely destroyed by the republic, add he is
one of the meanest of the vaseals of Bonaparte. This is not
.anly sesn, and - felt by the princes of Europe; theve is hardly a
monk or a peasant, in the darkest Catholic corner of Europe,
who is not seasible of it. It is now visible to every .votary of
the Holy See, that the Pope has nothing to give. His vast pa-
'tronage stimulated the zeal of those votaries in fermet timesy
-and we may now expectte see speedy changes in the state of
Catholicism. wheraver it yet exists. — ( 1 30 5 ) —
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from that time regarded -the Pope as a political
engine, which they might work for the accom-
plishment of their purposes ; as a' means of turning
to advantage the credulity of their people. Hencé
the arts employed to court him. But from that
time the appearance of ‘respect has only been vain
ceremony. It was too well known that the Vati-
can now was only a volcano exhausted. What
issued spontaneously from Rome was impotent
and unavailing, whilst a single courier, dispatched
from Paris, from Vienna or Lisbon, towards that
ancient capital of the world, extorted from it
sometimes a bull for the extinction of a religious
order, sometimes a reform, sometimes a: regula-
tion; so many proofs of submission given by the
feeble successor of so many haughty pongiffs,
who only purchased his precarious existence at
the.price of all the compliances exacted of him.
So considerable a portion of the riches and au-
thority of Romé having disappeared, her exces-
* sive luxury, her flatterers and parasites disappeared
also by degrees. This paved the way for a refor-
mation of morals, for a change of life, become
" altogether indispensable among the Romish clergy.
The clergy of the Protestant church were in ge-
neral poor, learned, and exemplary. So many
eyes directed to the contrast between the two
parties created an imperious obligation to diminish,
and even to extinguish it. The Popes, besides,
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“and all the other Romish- clergy, living in the
age to which they. belonged, and partaking of
its knowledge, would themselves have blushed at
a conduct- resembling that of so many of theijr
predecessors. ‘Those in particular who have held
the office of pastors in the times nearest our own -

" have commonlyTived in the exercise of the most
eminent virtues. The clergy of the Romish
church, both head and membets, have become
anew what they ought always to- have been.
This church has, it is exceedingly true, executed

~ onitself a reform, but it is equally true that this

reform is nothing but an immediate, and perhaps

a forced consequence of that accomplished by

Luther; who, in this light, ought to be regarded

as the reformer of the Catholic clergy themselves.

What has been said concerning the reduction
and abasement of the Romish clergy ought not to
~ be understood, as has already been hinted, of the
times immediafely following .the Reformation.

As the political troubles which arose in Europe on

that occasion had all a religious ¢haracter, and

flowed from religious quarrels as their source, it
was natural that ecclesiastics should act in them

* - an important part; that they should be considered

"by princes as agents necessary to the cause, and

be chosen for their counsellors and ministers. We |

~ see accordingly a great number of churchmen

_ during that period raised to emingat places in the .
- L
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state, and vested with the greatest power, as
Richlieu and Mazarin in France. The famous
council of Trent too, which engaged and kept in
action the cabinets of Europe from the year 1695 _
to the year 1G63, rendered ecclesiastics indispen-
sable in the councils.of princes. The high opinion
Itkewise entertained of the refined policy of the
court of Rome was a prejudice favourable to
every thing in the form of priest. This political
importance conferred upon certain individuals
among the clergy could not fail to have an effect
with regard to the whole body ; and no doubt the
church ewes to it the re-establishment and preser-
vation of many privileges which she would then
have lost. Some violent measures too adopted by
courts, of which the history of the sixteenth and
seventeenth centuries affords abundance of ex-
amples, were fairly owing to the, inquisitorial zeal
of such counsellors. Some, ~however, of these
political priests conducted themselves with more
regard to the state than the altar; and the minister
sometimes in them gained the ascendancy of the
priest. Finally this last period of sacerdotal im-
portance has itself passed away. It vanished in-
stantaneously after the treaty of Westphalia, when
religion ceased to be the prime mover in political
affairs, and when the wheels of governments were
set in motion by different springs; by the spirit,
for. example, of finance and cemmerce, the in-
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fluence of which still remains, and may for along
time to come.

To the same causes we ought to attnbute the
rapid elevation and immense credit of the new
order of Jesuits, which, produced as it was along
with Protestantism, was destined from'its birth to
oppose and counterbalance it.* These new troops

® The account of this society given by Dr. Robertson,in his
Fstory of Charles the Fifth, is so interesting, and the subject
itself is of so much importance, and so intimatbly connected
with the Refermation, that the passage, though Jong, is bighly
worthy of insertion:

“ The constitution and laws of the society were perfected
by Laynez and Adquaviva, the two generals who succeeded’
Loyola, men far superior to their master in abilities, and in the
science of government. They framed that system of profound
and artful policy which distinguishes the order. The lacge in-
fusion of fanaticism, mingled with its regulations, should be
‘imputed to. Loyola its founder, Many circamstances concurred
‘in giving: a peculiarity of character to the order of Jesuits, and
.in forming the members of it not only to take a greater part in
the affairs of the world than any othey body of sonks, but to
acquire superior influence in the conduct of them.

*« The primary object of almost all the monastic orders is to
separate men from the wedld, and fram smy cancern in its
affairs. In the sdlitude and sidence of the cloister, the wouk
is called to work out his own salvation by extraordinary aets of
mortification and picty. He is dead to the world, and ought
not to mingle -in its transactions. He can be of no benefit to
mankind, “but by-his example and by his prayers. -On the con-
trary, the Jesuits iarc taught to consider themselves as formed
for action, They are chosen soldiess, beund to axest thamselves

L2
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_of the church, formed into a bbdy in a manpner
much more formidable than the army of Men-

continually in theserviceof Gop, and of the Pope, hisvicaron'earth.
" Whatever tends to mstruct the ignorant;; whatever can be of use
to reclaim or to oppose the enemies of the Holy See, is their
proper object, That they may have full leisure for this active
service, they are totally exempted from those functions, the
performance of which is the chief business of other monks.
They appear in no proeessions; they practise no rigorous auste-
rities; they do not consume one half of their time in the repe-
tition of tedious offices. . But they are required to attend tg all
the transactions of the world, onaccount of the influence which ~
these may have upon réligion; they are directed to study the
dispositions of persons in high rank, and to cultivate their
friendship; and by the very constitution, as well as genius of
the order, a spirit of action and intrigue is infused into all its
members. )
« As the object of the society of Jesuits differed from that
of the other monastic orders, the diversity was no less in the
form of its government. The other orders are to be considered
as voluntary associations, in which" whatever affects the whole
body, is regulated by the common suffrage of all its members,
The executive power is vested in the persons placed at the head
of each convent, or of the whole society; the legislative au-
thority resides in the community. Affairs of moment, relating
-to particular convents, are determined in conventual chapters;
such as respect the whole order are considered in general con-
-gregations. But Loyola, full of the ideas of implicit ebedience,
- .which he bad derived from his military profession, appointed
*that the government of bis order should be purely monarchical.
‘A Genenl, chosen for If¢ by deputies from the several pro-
-vinces, possessed power that was supreme and independent,
extending to every person, and to every case, He, by bis sole
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dicants, raised in the barbarous 'ag'es, having in-
vented a system of tactics much more adapted to

o

authority, nominated provincials, ‘rectors, and every other of-
ficer employed in the government of the society, and could re-
move them at. pleasure. In him was vested the sovereign ad-
ministration of the revenues and funds of the order. Every
member belonging to it was at his disposal ; and by his uncon-
trolable mandate, he could i impose on them any task, or employ
them in what service soever he pleased. To his commands they
were required not only to yield outward obedience, but to resign
up to him the inclinations of their own wills, and the senti-
ments of their own understandings. They were to listen to
his injunctions, as if thejr had been uttered by CHRr1sT himself,

Under his direction,“tliley were to be mere passive instruments, '

like clay in the hands of the potter, or like dead carcases inca-
pable of resistance. Such a singular form of policy could ndt
fail to impress its character on all the members of the order,
and to give a peculiar force to all its operatlons ' There is not

in the annals of mankind any etample of suchi a perfect despo-*

tism, exercised not over monks shut up in the cells of a con-
vent, but over men dispersed among all thé nations of the
earth. ' " : ‘
“ As the constitutions of the order vest, in the General,
Euch'absolute dominion over all its members, they carefully
provnde for his being perfectly informed with respect to the
character and abilities of his subjects. Every novice who offers
himself as a candidate for entering into the order, is obliged to
manifest. his conscience to the superior, or to a person appointed
by him; and in doing this is required to confess not only his
sins and defects; but to discover the inclinations, the passiomns,
~and the bent of his soul. This manifestation must be renewed
every six months, The society, not satisfied with penetrating
in this manner into the innermost recesses of the heart, directs

.
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the spirit of ‘the present times, performed in be-.

half of the enfeebled church all that could be ex-

each member to observe the words and actions of the novices;
they are constituted spies upon their conduct; and are bound to
disclese every thmg of importance concerning them to the su-
perior. In order that this scrutiny into their character may be
as complete as possible, a long noviciate must expire, during
which they pass through the several gradations of ranks in the
socxety, and they must have attained the full age of thirty-three
years before they can be admitted to take the final vows, by
which they become professed members. By these various me-
thods, the superiors, under whose immediate inspection the no-
vices are placed, acquire a thorough knowledge of their dispo-
sitions ard talents. In order that the General, who is the soul
that animates and moves the whole society, may have under his
eye every thing necessary to inform or direct him, the provin-'
cials and heads of the several houses are obliged to transmit to
him regular and frequent report; concerning the members under
theu' mspecuon In these they descend into minute details
with respéct to the character of edch person, his abikities natural
or acquired, hie temper, his experience in affairs, and the par-
ticular department for which he is best fitted.* These reports,
®c« M, de Chalotans has made a calculanon of the number of
~fheue reports, which the Genetal of the Jesuits must annually
receive according to the- regulatnons of the Society. These
- amount in all to 6584. If this sum be divided by 37, the
number of provmces in the order, it will appear thiat 177 reports
concerning the state, of each pmvmoe are transmitted to Rome
annually, COmpte, p. 52. Besxdes this, there may be extra-
ordinary letters, or such as are sent by the monitors or spies
whom the General and Provmcmls entertain in each house,
Compte par M. de Mondl. p. 431. Hist. des Jesuites, Amst.,

1761, tom. iv. p. 56, The provii;cxals and heads of houses nog,
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pected from human powers directed by the most
profound skill, by zeal, perseverance, genius, and

when digested and arranged, are entered into registers kept on
purpose that the General may, at one comprehensive view,
survey the state of the society in every corner of the earth;
observe the qualifications and talents of its members; and thus
choose, with perfect information, the instruments which his

absolute power can employ in any service for which he thinks

meet to destine them.

‘¢ As it was the professed intention of the order of Jesuits to
labour with unwearied zeal in promotmg the salvation of men,
this engaged them, of course, in many active functions. From
their first institution, they cons:dere& the education of youth
as their peculiar province; they aimed at being spiritual guides
and confessors; they preached frequently in order to instruct
the people ; they set out as missionaries to convert unbelxevmg
nations. The novelty of the institution, as "well as the singu-
larity of its objects, procured the order many admirers and
patrons, The governors of the society had the address to avail
themselves of every circumstance in its favour, and in a short
time the number as well as influence of its members increased

only report concerning the members of the seciety, but.are

bound to give the General an account of the civil affairs in the °

country whergin they are settled, as far as their knowledge of

these may be of henefit to religion. This condition may extend '

to every particular, so thatthe General is furnished with full
information concerning the transactions of every Prince and
State in the world. Compte par M. de Moncl, 443, Hist. des
- Jesuit. ibid. p. 58. When the affaits with respecs to which the
 provincials or rectors write.are of importance, they are directed
to use cyphers; and.each of them hag a-particular cypher. from
the General. Compte par M, Chalotais, p. 54.”
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he union of talents, of every sort. They took
possession of courts, of the people, of confes-

*vc;wd:rfully. Before the expiration of the sixteenth century,

the Jesuits had obtained the chief direction of the education of
youth in every Cathalic country in Europe. They had become
the confessors of almost all its monarchs, a function of no small
importance in any reign, but under a weak Prince, superior
even to that of minister. They were the spiritual guides of
almost every person eminent for rank or power. They possessed
the highest degree of confidence and interest with the papal
court, as the most zealous and able champians for its authority.
'Ihe advantages which an active and enterprising body of men
might dérive .from all these circumstances are obvious. They
formed the minds of men in their youth. They retained an
ascendant over them in their advanced years. They possessed,
at different periods, the direction of the most considerable
eonm in Europe. They mingled in all affairs. They took
part in every intrigue and revolution, The General, by means
of the extensive intelligence which he received, could regulate
the operations of the order with the most perfect discernment,
and by means of his absolute power could carry them on with -
the utmost vigour and effect.

'« Together with the power of the order, its'wealth conti-

nued to increase. Various expedients were devised for eluding:
the obligation of the vow of poverty. The order acquired
ample possessions in every Catholic country; and by the mumber
as well as magnificence of its public buildings, together with
the value of its property, moveable or real, it vied with the
most opulent of the monastic fraternities. Besides the sources
of wealth common to all the regular clergy, the Jesuits pos-.
scssed one which was peculiar to themselves. Under pretext of
promoting the success of their missions, and of facilitating the
suppart of their missionaries, they obtained aspecml licence.
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sionals, -of pulpits, of the education of youth, -
of missions, and of the deserts of both worlds.

4

from the court of Rome, to trade with the nations which they
laboured to convert. In consequence of this, they engaged in
an extensive and lucrative commerce, both in the East and West
Indies. They apened warehouses in different parts'of Europe,
in which they vended their commodities. Not satisfied with
trade alone, they imitated the example of other commercial
societies, and aimed at obtaining settlements. They aoquired
possession accordingly of a large and fertile province in the
southern continent of America, and reigned as sovereigns over
some hundred thousand subjects.

¢ UTnhappily for mankind, the vast influence which the order
" of Jesuits acquired by all these different means, hés been'often
exerted with the most pernicious effect. Such was the tendency
of that discipline observed by the society in forming its mer-
-bers, and such the fundamental maxims in its constitation, that
every Jesuit was taught to regard the interest of the order as
the capital object, to which every consideration was to be sa-
crificed. This spirit of attachment to their order, the most

. ardent, perhaps, that ever influenced any body of men, is the

characteristic principle of the Jesuits, and serves as a key to the
genius of their policy, as well as to the peculiarities in their sen-
timents and conduct.

“ As it was for the honour and advantage of the society, that
its members should possess an ascendant over persons in bigh
rank or of great power, the desire of acquiring and preserving
such a direction of their conduct, with greater facility, has led
the Jesuits to propagate a system of relaxed and pliant morality,
which accommodates itself to the passions of men, which
justifies their vices, which tolerates their imperfections, which
authorizes almost every action that the most audacious or crafty
politician would wish to perpetrate.
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Nothing appeared to them impossible in order to
extend the dominion of the Holy See in places

. % As the prosperity of the order was intimately connected
with the preservation of the papal authority, the Jesuits, influ-
enced by the same principle of attachment to the interests of
their society, have been the most zealous patrons of those
doctrines, which tend to exalt ecclesiastical power on the ruins
of civil government. They bave attributed to the eourt of
Rome a jurisdiction as extensive and absolate as was claimed by
- the most presumptuous pontiffs in the dark ages. They have
contended for the entire independence of - ecclesiasticals on the
civil magistrate. They have published such tenets concerning
the duty of oppesing Princes who were enemies of the Catholic
faith, as countenanced the most atrocious crimes, and tended
to dissolve all the ties which connect subjects with their ralers,

¢ As the order derived both reputation and authority
from the zeal with which it stood forth in defence of the
Romish church agajnst the attacks of the Reformers, its mem-
beyrs, proud of this distinction, have considered it as their
peculiar fonction to combat the opinions, and to check the
progress of the Protestants. They have made use of every art,
and have employed every weapon against them. They have
set themselves in opposition to every gentle or tolerating measure
in their favour. They have incessantly stirred up against them
all the rage of ecclesiastical and civil persecution.

¢ Monks of other denominations have,- indeed, ventured to
teach the same pernicious doctrings, and have held opihions
equally inconsistent with the order and happiness of civil society.
But they, from reasons which are obvious, have either delivered
such opinions with greater reserve, or have propagated tiem
with less success. Whoever recollects the events which have
happened in Europe during two centuries, will find that the
Jesuits may justly be cansidered as respousible for most of the
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where it did not yet exist, or to confirm it where
3t had before been maintained. -For this they

pericious effects arising from that corrupt and dangerous
casuistry, from those extravagant tenets concerning ecclesiastical
power, and from that intolerant spirit, which have been the
-disgrace of the church of Rome throaghout that period, and
:which have brought so many calamities upon civil society.

“ But amidst many bad consequences flowing from the in-
stitution of this order, mankind, it must be acknowledged,
bave derived from it some considerable advantages. As the
Jesuits made the education of youth one of their capital objects,

- and as their first attempts to establish colleges for the reception
of students were violently opposed by the universities in different
. countries,. it became necessary for them, as the most effectual
“method of acquiring the public favour, to surpass their rivals in
science and industry, This prompted them to cultivate the

* study of ancient literature with extraprdinary ardour. This put
them upon various methods for facilitating the instruction of
youth; and by the improvements which they made in it, they
have contributed so.much towards the progress of polite learning,
.that on this account they have merited well of society. Nor
has the order of Jesuits been successful only in teaching the
elements of literature; it has produced likewise eminent masters
in many branches of .science, and can alone boast of a greater
number of ingenious authors, than all the other religicus frater-
nities taken together.”* Robertson’s History of the Rexgn of
Charles the Vth, Vol. III. B. 6.

# « M, &' Alembert has observed, that though the Jesuits have
made extraordinary, progress in erudition of every species;
though they can reckon up many of their brethren who have
been eminent mathematicians, antiquaries, and critics; though
they have even formed some orators of reputation; yet the
order has never produced one man, whose mind was so much -
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dreaded neither persecution nor calumny. Decried
by their enemies as ambitious men, as promoters
of disorder, as vicious in their lives, even as regi-
.cides ; in opposition to these clamours they pre-
sented the stoical simplicity of their manners,
their real services, and their studious austerity,
This is not the place to describe particularly the
political movements’ produced in Europe by this,

celebrated society, whose effects are all to be
ascribed to the re-action of Catholicism upon the
Reformation. It is enough to say that had it
beenpossible for the latter to yield, and to expe-
rience a counter-revolution, the Jesuits, unques-
tionably, would have accomplished this great en+
terprise. | Far, otherwise has been the event.

enlightened with sound knowledge, as ‘to merit the name of a
philosopher. "But it seems to be the unavoidable effect of mo--
nastic education to contract and fetter the human mind. The
partial attachment of a monk fo the interest of his order, which
is often incompatible with that of other citizens; the habit of
implicit obedience to the will of a superior, together with the
* frequent return of the wearisome and frivolous duties of the
cloister, debase his faculties, and extinguish that generosity of
sentiment and spirit, which qualifies men for thinking or feeling
justly with respect to what is proper in life and conduct. Father
Paul of Venice is, perhaps, the only person educated ina
cloister, that ever was altogether superior to its prejudices, or
who viewed the transactions of men, and reasoned concerning
the interests of society, with the enlarged sentimeénts of a phi-
losopher, with the discernment of a man conversant in affairs,
and with the liberality of a gentleman.”
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‘The enemy, whom they fondly hoped to prostrate,
struck them with a mortal blow. The genius of
modern times, standing opposed to the spiritual
tyranny of Rome, and converted into an operative
.power by the Reformation, crushed those auda-
cious defenders of Popery. The Pope himself,
to complete and establish the fall of his party,
was under the necessity of authorizing the trans-
action. Conquered by the general spirit of the
human race; which in its progressive career brings
the downfal of every institution by which it is
opposed, Ganganelli, signing with moistened eye
the bull for the extinction of the Jesuits, was
only the forerunner of the unfortunate Louis
XVI, compelled, in less than twenty years after
to detach from him his army, his nobles, and his
guards,* Itis impossible for him who meditates

* Tt is with very considerable limitation indeed that the fall
of the Pope can be compared to the fall of the monarchy in
France. The different ravages which have been made upon
the power of the Pope, if we except those made by the French
revolution, have been performed coolly, and by princes and
leading men. In France too something equally bad has been
set up with that which was pulled down, if it be not even
worse. Wherever the power of the Romish charch has been
destroyed, men have acquired more or less of real liberty. In
one respect the two events may perhaps agree. As the pro-
gress of knowledge was incompatible with the -continuance of
all ecclesiastical despotism, and by necessity works its over-'
throw ; the progress of knowledge may be hield equally in--

! .
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on history to refuse his admiration to a society
which constantly exhibited so much courage,
umty, perseverance, and address, in its proceed-
ings. In acknowledging the mischiefs which it
produced he must yield a merited tribute of praise
to the great and useful things which it atchieved.
Its radical defect, and the cause of its destruction,
lay in the institution itself. Designed for the .
support of the hierarchical edifice, which was
crumbling down on every side; this last prop of a
mighty ruin which nothing could uphold, was .
necessarily thrown down by the hand of time,
and by opinion which directs it.*

Very different is the aspect of the clergy in the
" countries which embraced the Reformation. The
individuals of this body only desire to be What

compatible with pohtncal despotism, and in the mme manner
may be expected to bring its dstruction.

¥ Some individuals, actuated by a zealattended with very
little knowledge, are at present making weak and vain efforts to
revive the order of Jesuits. They succted not. Moral impos-
sibility is agajnst them. Their order was a natural product of
the time in which it appeared. In-the present time it is a fo-
reign and superflupus plant, which must die for want of nou-
rishment. Our age caroot recognize the sens.of Loyola as its
children. The dsys of the possibility of their existence are
past. Let them give place to the children of a new age, who
will also pass away in their turn. Jesnits still exist in some parts
of Poland. That country in which the Catholics found so much
difficulty in supporting themselves -against the dissenters has
needed them an extraordinary length of time, Author. ‘

2
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they may and ought to be, the wministers of the
word of Gop, and the teachers of morality.
Exempted from all obedience to any foreign
leader, owing their subsistence to their country ;
become husbands, fathers, citizens, they have no
other interest than that of the state in which they
live. Itis either the prince, the magistrate, or
the people, who elect them. Luther restored the
* Saxon church to the democracy of the primitive
age, ‘and ‘the hierarchy to a system of moderate
subordination. The churches which followed
Calvin were constituted in a still more democra-
tical manner. But none of them forms a civil
~corporation. Some public marks of honour and
respect are the sole distinction of the clergy.
According to the words of the Master, that which
is Cesar’s is given- unto Cesar, by giving unto
Gop that which it befits us to offer him. The .
sbolition of Auricular confession was a stroke
which cut at once the infinite ramifications by
which the hierarchical despotism had every where
entwined its roots, and deprived the clergy of
their enormous influence on princes, and the great,
on the women, and in the bosom of every family. ¥

* Of all the contrivances to enthrall mankind, and to usurp
the entire command of them, that of auricular confession ap-
pears the most impudent and the most effectual. That one set '
of man could persuade all other men that it was their daty to'
come and reveal to them every thing which they had done, and
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The external form of the church in Denmark,

"in Sweden, and in a still greater degree in Eng-

land, remained more conformable to that of the -
Romish hierarchy, by causes peculiar to those
countries, and which are found in their history.

One of the strongest of these was the attachment
of their sovereigns to the system of episcopal
subordination, which they considered as favour--
able to their authority. The more purely Re-
formed, the presbyterians and others had appeared
suﬁiéiently republican to alarm sovereigns at the
consequences of this spirit intimately connected
as it is with that of protestantism itself. The fa-
vourite maxim of the Stuarts, No bishop, no king, is

every thing which they meant to do, would not be credible, if

it were not proved by the fact. This circumstance rendered

the clergy masters of the secrets of every family. It rendered

- them too the universal advisers. When any persons intentians

were laid before a clergyman, it was his business to explain
what was lawful and what was not, and under this pretext’to
give what counsel be pleased. In this manner the clergy became:
masters of the whole system of human life. ‘The two objécts
they chiefly pursued were to ‘increase the riches of the order,
and to gratify their senses and pride. By using all their arts to
cajole the great and wealthy, and attacking them in moments of
weakness, sickness, and at the hour of death, they obtained
great and numerous bequests to the church; . by abusing the op-
portunities they enjoyed with women, they,mdulged their lusts;
and by the direction they obtained in the management of every
family, and of every event, they exercised their love of power,

if they could not draw an accession of ‘wealth,

]
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well known. * Those kingdoms have sccordingly
retained protestant bishops, who enjoy considerable

# This ridiculous maxim was the invention ofaridiculousking,
the weak and conceited James the first. Together with his
other tyrannical maxims, it was cordially adopted by his son and
grandsons, And according to the meaning they assigned to the

* word king and the word bishop, there might be some truth in
the maxim, By king they understood an arbitrary monarch, ‘in
whese prerogative all law and government were included; and
by bishop they understood a person lording it over other men’s .
consciences as they themselves wished to do over their lives,
persons, and properties. Between two sets of this description
there was no doubt a natural alliance. But a king, who ma-
nages .the affairs of the nation, in immediate concert with his
people, by powers and regulations adjusted between them;
who is regarded by the people as possessing no more power than
is necessary for the exercise of his functions, and for their own
good, such a king requires the assistance of no bishop to sups
wport him in his situation. " It is the clear utility of his office to
«he mation which is the ground of his security. The people as
fittle think of removing him a5 of removing the judges of law,
-or the persons who execute their sentence on offenders ; because
they see that his office in the same manner, and in a still higher
degree, is necessary to the good of society, A bishop, also,
who neither exercises, nor dares exercise any authority over
men but that of mild persuasion ; and whose situation is such
as almost always p‘revents him from using any persuasion at all, . |
or from exhibiting those virtues and qualities which are calcu-
lated to make an impression on the minds of the people, could
be of little or no assistance to a king, if his assistance were
wanted. While indeed he had the great instruments of super-
stition and extermination at command, he was an awful per-
sonage whatever qualities he might exhibit. But whenever he’

M
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revenues, and have certain political privileges at-
tached to their offices, as that of being members

was left to the moral effect of his diligence and his character,

he was sure to lose his hold on the minds of the people, to

permit the bonds of religion among them to relax, and to be

superseded by those who felt a greater interest in the exercise of
assiduity, self-denial, and those qualities by which the reve-

rence and admiration of men are gained. It is no doubt true

that a system of great swubordination, and inequality, with gra-

dual and arbitrary advancement, and the principal part of the

patronage lodged in the king secures the obedience and unli-

mited complaisance of the clergy themselves: but this advan-

tage only extends to the gaining of so many individuals, the

number of churchmen in the kingdom. It reaches not an inch-
farther, if the clergy retain no influence on the minds of the

people. On the contrary, if they retain not an influence, it
must have a tendency directly contrary to the power of the king,

and a tendency of no feeble sort; as the servility-of the clergy

must the more expose them to the contempt and indignation of
the people; must throw the people more devotedly into the
arms of those' who are opposed to the established - clergy; that
is, into the arms of persons who have a ground of bitterness
against the state in observing the partiality with which the
established teachers are treated. An established clergy, when-

ever they cease to have the principal direction of the peoples’

minds, are a great source of disaffection and danger in a state.
_This is an universal maxim. It is clearly founded in reason.
And it was most eminently exemplified by the revolution in
France.

Another mode of stating the same maxim is, that a body of
clergy, without subordination and inequality, that is to say,
constitutéd in a form more or less republican, must nourish in

" the people a disposition averse to monarchy; and inclined to re-
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of ‘the States, or of the house of peers, &c.
But those privileges are merely personal, and it
would be a mistake to conclude from this that the
clergy form a separate order in those countries.*
In some parts of Germany, the chief directors of
the public worship are entitled superintendants-
general. Ecclesiastical affairs are regulated in
courts denominated consistories. These are called
by the sovereign; and alayman not unfrequently
presides in them, as in the free cities, for example;
where this office is performed by the syndxc of the
senate.

publicanism. In order to admit this proposition we must first
be convinced that republicanism is the best form of govern-
* ment. If this be so, it is very probable that such a clergy, who
have no interest in disguising the truth, will not be unwilling
to let the people perceive it. But if a mixed form of govern-
ment; a monarchy tempered with aristocracy and deniocracy
be a better form of government than republicanist, such a
clergy have an interest equal with that of all other good men in
its preservation. The question then fespecting a,_particular ar-
rangement of the clergy for the support of government can
only refer to abad government. A good government supports
itself ; and that arrangement of the clergy which best promotés
knowledge and virtue among the people, is most favourable o
its interests, This is the only service which it requires of the
clergy.

* It is needless to mention the only two evangelical 'bi-
shoprics of Germany, those of Osnaburg and Lubec, They'
have just been secularised in favour of the Houses to which they
bave long appertained, Author. .-

M2
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Every where the Protestant sovereigns have be.
_come the supreme heads of the church. This
circumstance contributed not a little to that in-
trease of power acquired by most of the govern-
ments in Europe after the Reformation, an effect
which may be traced pretty closely to that revolu-
_tion. In Protestant countries the great vacuum
created by the sudden extinction of all ecclesiastical
suthority and jurisdiction was immediately filled
up by the civil power, which was augmented .in
that proportion. In Catholic countries also the
church, under alarm and danger, yielded some
ground to the authority - of government. The
wars, both civil and foreign, which in most states
were the consequence of religious quarrels, af-
forded princes afterwards an opportunity of ren-
dering their power unlimited ; as we shall explain
when we come ta speak of each state by itself.

Another direct consequence of the Reformation,
and of the contentions, the actions and reactions
to which it gaye rise was the specific establishment
of certain sects of Christianity as the predominant
veligion in countries where they had acquired
ascendancy. Before that time, when only one
communion was yet known, no such idea
could be formed Popery commanded, in fact,
not by law. When heretics were persecuted, it
was pot by any statute of the realm; it was upon
a requisition of the Pope, to whom the prince
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lent the strong hand. An effect of the jealousy
and rivalship of different. sects was to exclude
from all offices in the state, and frequently
even from the throne, all who professed not the
same faith, and used not the same symbol with
that adopted by the body of the nation, and the
government. From this restricting spirit arose a
new species of intolerance, hitherto preserved un-
known, which took up a residence among the
different Protestant communities as well as among
the Catholics.* Hence the revocation of the

* That the Protestants, when-they first revolted against the
‘Romish church, reformed, but in a very imperfect degree, the
spirit of intolerance which prevailed in that church is suffici-
ently known. *Luther and Calvin were both persecutors. Be-
fore, however, the Reformation any where became settled,
such an improvement was obtained, that dissenters from the *
predominating faith were at least allowed to live in all Protes-
tant countries; but every where under severe restrictions and
disqualifications. Even in this country they were excluded
from all share in the management of the national affairs; and
while the burthens of the state were laid equally upon them
with others, they were not pemi&ed to share in its honours
and emoluments. ‘The test laws yet exist; though under daily
infringement ; and an act of indemnity must every year be
passed to save a great body of the most useful subjects from the
severeét penalties, The practicil toleration of Great Britain,
however, if not ber constitutional, is in a considerable degrée
complete. Tt is\very remarkable, however, that in a part of the -
British empire, an empire in which knowledge of government
and of liberty has made such unexampled progress, and in
which liberal sentiments both in politics and religion ate so pre-
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edict of Nantz, and .that yoke of political non:
£ntity forced upon the necks of all the citizens
professing a different faith from that declared to
be predominant. In some Catholic countries this
nonentity extended even to political death., A
Protestant could neither own property, make a
will, nor marry and have legitimate children. He
was even happy if dragoons were not sent in
pursuit of him, and if he did not perish under
their hands, or those of the executioner; for it

eminent, in a part of this empire, almost touching the very
center, a greater degree of intolerance, a spirit nearer that
of absolute persecution exists than is to be found in any other
part of Protestant Christendom. Of Ireland this is spoken,’
in which the animosity of the Protestants against the Catholics
yet amounts to virulence and rage; and there is nothing at
which they conceive more indignation than the thought of
being obliged to live on equal terms with their Catholic brethren,
If this proceeded from religious prejudices, our diapprobation
-might be mixed with some respect. But heaven knows Ireland
- is not the place to look for any extraordinary displays of the
religious spirit. It is a vile political animosity by which they
are actuated ; the offspring of the selfish and meanest passions.
. By these the Protestants are prompted to conceive every thing
that is atrocious of the Catholics; to misrepresexit them to the
.govérnment here, by which they have been too often believed;
nd when, as is very often the case, they have goaded them
into violence by oppression, they held out these acts as sufficient
,reason to lodge in their hands powers of abusing at will a part
of their fellow subjects, against whom they bear such resent-
ment. Are these sentiments, is this a state of things which

« eught to be encouraged by a wise and patriotic government?

.

N
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must be owned that the Catholic - states carried:
this intolerance inﬁ;litely further than the most
intolerant of thé Protestant.

In a word, among the states of Europe which
remained attached to the,Holy See, not one can
well be named in which it retained all its prero-
gatives. Venice and Portugal shewed themselyés
always refractory. Spain did the same at times.
Poland, Hungary, and Austria, saw a multitude - )
of Protestants, Socinians, and- Dissenters of all
descriptions arise within .them.” The same was
the case in the ecclesiastical principalities of Ger-
many. In France, beside the great number o
individuals who embraced the Reformation, the
kings and parliaments, on many occasions, shewed
themselves very little favourable to the transalpine _
pretensions. More than once did the sovereigns
threaten to follow the example of Henry
VIII. The undaunted Gallican church has pro-
duced successors at various times worthy of Ger-
son * and Rxcher+ » and far was she from formmg'

. * < John Gerson, chancellor of the university of Paris, the
most illustrious ornament that the 15th century can boast.of, a -
man of the greatest influence and authority, whom the council
of Constance looked upon as its oracle, the lovers of liberty as
- their patron and whose memory is yet precious to such among
the French, as are at all zealous for the maintenance of their
privileges against papal desponsm This excellent man pub-
lished a considerable number of treatises that were admirably
adapted to reform the corruptiony of a superstitious worship, to
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an integral part of the patrimony of St. Peter.
The council. assembled at >I‘rent, in ordér to
reconcile the whole church of CarisT, only made
the divisions more remarkable. This assembly
passed a multitude of decrees, which most of the
Catholic states adopted not but under great modi-
fications, and which soon fell into oblivion for
want of a power to watch over their execution.
That council, by which all the fanctions of the
Popes were to be restored, produced the book of
Sarpi,* which did them more evil than ten

dicite a spirit of genuine piety, and to heal the wounds of a di-
vided church: though, in some respects, he does not seem to
have understood thoroughly the demands and injunctions of the
Gospel of Crr1sT.” Mosheim's Ecclesiastical History, Cent.
XYV. Part II.

+ Edmund Richer, a doctor in the university of Paris in the
16th century, rendbrkable for his strenuous opposition to the en-
croachments made by the pontiffs on the liberties of thé Gallican
. church, and for his being one of the first commentators in that
church who followed the liberal sense, and the direct, nataral
signification of the words of scripture, in opposition to those
who strove continually to find some mysterious and sublim
interpretdtion. Baillet, Vie d’ Edmund Richer.

* The following character of this extraordinary man is by an
author of great judgment, the late Dr. Campbell of Aberdeen,
in his Lecttres on Ecclesiastical History :

« I cannot conclude without acquainting yot what wilk'pre-
bably appear sutprising, that, for a gréat part of the account
now given; I atn indebted to the writings of a Romish priest,
Fra Paola Sarpi, the celebrated historian of the council of
Trent, one who, in my judgment, understéod more of the

.
\
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w\mmls could do them good. That which Sarpi
so happily began was completed by M. de Marca,

Rberal spirit of the Gospel, and the genuine character of the
chiristian institatjon, than any writér of his age. Why he
chose to continue in that communion, as I judge no man, 1 do
not take upon me tosay. As little doI pretend to vindicate it.
- The bishop of Meaux (Histoire des Variations des Eghses Pro-
festantes, liv. 7me. ch. 110me.) calls him a protestant, and a
Calvinist nnder a fifar's frock. That he was no Calvinist, is evie
dent from several parts of his writings. I think it is also fairly
deducible from these, that there was no protestant sect then in
existence with whose doctrine his principles would have entirely
coincided. A sense ‘of this, as much as any thing, contnbuted
in my opmxon, to make him remain in the communion to
which he originally belonged. Certain' it is, that as no man
was more sensible of the corruptions and usurpations of that
shurch, no man could, with greater plainness, express his sen-
timents concerning them. In this he acted very differently
from those who, from worldly muotives, are led to profess what
they do not believe. Such, the more effectually to disguise
their hypocrisy, are commonly the loudest in expressing their
admiration of a system which they secretly despise. This was
oot the manner of Fra Paola. The freedoms, indeed, which
heoused, would have brought him early to feel the weight of the
churgh’s resentment, had he not been protected by the state of
Venice, of which he was a most useful citizen. At last, howe
ever, he fell a sacrifice to the enemies which his inviolable re-
gard to truth, in his conversation and writings, had procured
him. He was, privately assassinated by a fiiar, an emissary of
_the holy see. He wrote, in Italian, his native language; but
his works are translated into Latin, and into several Eurqpean
tongues. His History of the Council of Trent, and his Trea-
tise on ecclesiastical benefices, are both capital performances.
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archbishop of Toulouse, in his treatise De concor ..
dia sdcerdotii et imperii, and more especially by
M. de Hontheim, suffragan bishop of Treves, in
a work which he published under the fictitious-
name of Justinus Febronius.* The successive ef-
forts of independence made by the states of
Christendom are connected by an uninterrupted
chain with those of the first reformers. It is im-
possible therefore not to regard ‘as consequences
- of the same influence the reforms attempted, and
in part accomplished, of the Austrian churchby
Joseph II; the spoliation also, and political ex-
tinction of the French clergy under the consti-
tuent assembly; and in fine, the general seculari-
zation which has been effected in Catholic Ger-.
many.f Itis evident how easy it would be to

One knows not, in reading them, whether to admire most the
erudition and the penetration, or the noble freedom of spirit
every where displayed in those works. All these qualities have,’
besides, ‘the advantage of coming recommended to the reader,
by the greatest accuracy of composition and perspicuity of
diction. This tribute I could not avoid paying to the memory
of an author, to whom the republic of letters is so much in~
debted, and for whom I have the highest regard.”

# De Statu Ecclesiz et legitima potestate Romani Pontificis.
Ad conciliandos dissidentes in religione Christianos. Bullione
1763.

+ Still more important losses in that country await perhaps
the Papal authority and the Romish clergy. What fiiend of
knowledge and of human nature admires not the measures
adopted in Bavaria by an enl;ghtened and benevolent prince,
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shew that those great transactions had their re-
mote origin in the Reformation, and that the de-
cline of the Romish clergy, then begun, has
been completed only in our own days.

who is regenerating that fine country by encouraging in it
knowledge and industry, at the expence of fuperstition and
monkery ? May his beneficent intentions be all happily accom-
plished! Immortality, which awaits him, the admiration of all
men of worth, and ‘the benedictions of his subjects will be his
infallible recompense. Author, '

vy
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SECTION I
On the printipal States of Christendom.

Two inquiries naturally suggest themselves with
regard to this part of the subject, that concerning -
the internal situation of each state considered in
itself, and that concerning the external situation
of the states in regard to one another. The first
relates to the degree of their strength, to their
prosperity, the extent of the power of the prince,
and of the liberty of the people; the second re-
gards only the system of the balance of power in--
troduced into Europe since the Reformation’.

- FIRST INQUIRY.—INTERNAL SITUATION OF THE
STATES.

The influence of the Reformation has been
more remarkable in those countries in which it
began, and was established, than in those by - |
which it was rejected. With the former then it
should seem natural, and fit to begin our inyesti-
gation. ' .

And first let us consider their common fate, in ;
so far as they are Protestant countries.

L. The vast sums which under all sorts of pretexts
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end titles those conntries perpetually sent to Rome,
and by which they exhausted themselves, are re-
tained .at home, circulate there, give activity to
commerce and industry, and create a new source
of happiness to the people, and of strength to
the government ; while on the other hand public
credit is subject to momentary derangements.
Treasures, frightened away by the prospect of
futurity, are concealed; coin is made to change
its depomination. The frequency of emigration,
the insecurity of property, a consequence of the

insecure ascendancy of parties, sinks the value of

Jand. Silver, more exportable, is more valued.

But at the same time man himself acquires a

greater value than either of those commodities.:
His intrinsic worth, far more impartant, is better

perceived, and becomes the highest prized of all

human possessions. This is one of the happiest

effects of those terrible commotions, which, dis-

Pldcmg property, the offspring of social institutions,

~ leave in its room only the virtues and talents of

the mind, the offspring of nature.

The immense possessions of the clergy, as well,
secular as regular, are placed at the disposal of
governments. These in general wisely profit by

‘this good fortune; pay their debts, fill their cof-
fers, apply large portions of the newly gotten
wealth to useful establishments; to schools, uni-
versities, hospitals, houses for the rearing of or-
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';Shans, and for the ‘reception and maintenance of -

old servants of the state; uses by which' those
possessions are restored to their original destina-
tion. And finally those governments place them-
selves in a condition to support the wars in which
the existing crisis must infallibly involve them.
Some of them, however, dissipate inconsiderately
the wealth acquired. Others are constrained to
abandon the greater part of it to the nobility,
as Denmark, of which more will be spoken
hereafter.* v

* There is no country into which the Reformation was intro-
duced, “in which the clergy were not stripped of the whole or
a great part of their wealth, Even in England, where the
hierarchy was preserved, the revenues of the monasteries which

were seized upon by the crown amounted to one-twentieth part
of the national income; and besides this a considerable part of -

the benefices of the whole kingdom, with the tythes annexed

to them, were wrested from the church. In Scotland, the

whole property of the church was confiscated, and the most
moderate salaries appointed to the Protestant teachers of reli-
gion. These alienations we have never heard represented as re-
markable evils. We have never been accustomed to regard
‘them as such. We have always considered them as parts of a
" most important and necessary reform, not on every occasion,
perhaps aot on any occasion, conducted with all the wisdom
which might be wished, but on all occasions productive of a
better state of things than that which it removed. It is re-
markable how passion and prejudice will sometimes blind the
-eyes of the most intelligent men. The confiscation of the
- property of the church in France by the constituent assembly
was not in fact different from that every where produced by the

9
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Not only do the é’ovemingnts dispose of the
wealth- of the church; they find themselves also

Reformation, except that it was more complete than at least in
every instance under the Reformation. On this occasion, how-
ever, Mr. Burke is perfectly frantic, It was an act fit to blot
out the sun. It will be instructive to compare his reflections on
this subject with those which every one has made to hirself on
the similar transactions in England, Scotland, Holland, Ger-
many, Dénmark, Sweden, and Switzerland, in the sixteenth
century. o

“¢ It is with the exultation of a little national pride I tell you,
that those amongst us who have wished to pledge the societies of
Paris in'the cup of their abominations, have been djsappointed.
The robbery of your church has proved a security to the pos-
sessions of ours. It has reused the people. They see with
horror and alarm that enormous and shameless act of proscrip-
tion. It has opened, and will more and more open their eyes
upon the selfish enlargement of mind, and the narrow liberality
of sentiment of insidious men, which commencing in close
hypocrisy and fraud have ended in open violence and rapine.
At home we behold similar beginnings. 'We are on our guard
against similar conclusions. ‘

¢ T hope we shall never be so totally lost to all sense of the
duties imposed upon us by the law of social union, as, upon
any pretext of public service, to confiscate the goeds of a single
unoffending citizen, Who but a tyrant (a name expressive of
every thing which can vitiate and degrade human nature) could
think of seizing on the property of men, unaccused, unheard,
untried, by whole descriptions, by hundreds and thousands to-
gether? who that had not lost every trace of humanity could
think of casting down men of exalted rank and sacred function,
some of, them of an age to call at once for reverence and com-
passion, of casting thera down from the highest sitiation in.the
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entrusted with the dispossl of the wealth, the
. persons, and whole power of their people. -The

commonwealth, wherein they were maintained by their owa
landed property, to a3 state of indigence, depression and
contempt? '

“* The confiscators truly have made some allowance to their
victims from the scraps and fragments of their own tables from
which they have been so harshly driven, and which have been
so bountifully spread for a feast (o the harpies of usury. But

_to drive men from independence to live oh alms is itself great
cruelty. That which might be a tolerable condition to men in
one state of life, and not habituated to other things, may, when
all these circumstances are altered, be a dreadful revolution;
and one to which a virtuous mind would fee] pain in condemning
any guilt except that which should demand the life of the of-
fender. But to many minds this punishment of degradation
and infamy is worse than death. Undoubtedly it “is an infinite
aggravation of this cruel suffering, that the persons who were
taught a double prejudice in favour of religion, by education
and by the place they held in the admisistration of its fanctions,
gre to receive the remnants of their property as alms from the
profane and impious hands of those who had plundered them of
all the rest ; to receive (if they are at all to receive) not from
the charitable contributions of the faithful, but from the msolent
tenderness of known and avowed Atheism, the maintenance of
religion, measured out to them on the standard of the contempt
in which it is held: and for the purpose of rendering those who
receive the allowance vile and of no estimation in the eyes of
mankind. .

¢ But this act of seizure of property, it seems, isa judg-
ment in law, and not a confiscation. They have, it seems,
found out in the academies of the Palais Royale, and the Ja-
cobizs, that certain men had no right to the possessions which,

2
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ciuse of " religion "has become that of. evéry indi- \
vidual: The resources which this ‘state of mind

thdy held ‘under.law:, usage, the decisions of courts, and the
accumulated prescription ‘of a thousand years. They say thag
ecclesiastics are fictitious persons, creatures of the state ; whom
at pleasure they may destroy, and of course limit and modify in
every particalar ; that the goods they possess are not properly
theirs, but belong- to the state which created the fiction; and
we are therefore not to trouble ourselvés with what they may
suffer in their natural feelings and natural persons, on account

~ of what is done towards them in this their constructive cha-

racter. Of what import is it, under what names you mjure
men, and deprive them of the just emoluménts of a profession;
in which they were not omly permitted but encouraged by the
state to engage; and upon the supposed certainty of which
emoluments they had formed the plan of their lives, centracted
debts, and led multitudes to an -entire mdependence upon

. them?

“ You do not imagine, Sir, that I am going to compliment
this miserable ‘distinction of persons with any long discuskion.
The atguments of tyranny are as contemptible as its force is
dreadful. Had not your confiscators by their early crimes ob-
tained a power which secures indemnity to all the crimes of -
which they bave since been guilty, or that they can commit, it
is not the syHogism of the logician but the lash of the execu.
tioner that would have refuted a sophistry which becomes an ac-
complice of theft and murder. The sophistic tyrants of Paris
are loud in their declamations against the departed regal tyrants
who in former ages have vexed the world. They are thus
bold, because they are safe from the dungeons and iron cages of *.
their old masters, Shall we be more tender of the tyrants of
oar own tire, when wa see them acting werse tragedies under
our eyes? shall we not use the same liberty that they do, when

N

2
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affords to rulers are incalculable. The effects
which it is capable of producing were seen in the
first war against Charles V, and afterwards in the
war of thirty years against the two Ferdinands.
What the most imminent danger of the state
could not have obtained from individuals, zeal for
religion obtained with ease. For this, artists,
burghers, peasants, ran to arms; and not one of
them thought of murmuring at taxes, thrice as
heavy as those sustained before. In the violent
agitation into which the danger of religion threw
the mind, people offered goods and life, and they
perceived not the efforts or the burthens with
* which- they would have considered themselves op-
pressed in a more calm situation. The fear of
beholding an inquisition, a St. Bartholomew,
opened to the league of Smalcalde, to the Prince
of Orange, to Queen Elizabeth, to Admiral Co- .
hgny, sources of power which had remained shut
in any other situation of affairs.

. " 'we can use it with the same safety 2 when to speak honest truth

- eonlyrequires a contempt of the opinions of those whone actions
. weabbor?™ Reflec. on Rev. in France.

The very same iuvectives, word for word, .may be poured
upon those who established the Reformation in every country in
Europe. They were poured with equal fury by the patrons of
the ancient abusey. The Reformation, however; has steod ;
and posterity, moko enlightened, acknowledges the merits of its
early promoters,

4
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When once a people have, with full accord,
. with enthusiasm, and during several successive
generations, made common cause with their so-
vereigns, there arises hence a public spirit of union
and harmony between the people and the govern-
ment, between the head and the members, which is
salutary to the country, and which is sometimes
preserved for several centuries together. Itisim-
possible for a near observer not to perceive this
principle in the Protestant states; and their his-
tory, that of Prussia in particular, presents more
instances ,than one in which it has been remark-
ably displayed.

But if a Protestant prince, by hisnew character
- of head of the church, and by the confidence of
his people, consolidated and strengthened his
power, the nature of the movement by which this
[authority was placed in his hands directed him
*to use it in the most lawful and equitable manner.
He was strengthened only for the purpose of
serving and defending the nation, not of oppressing
it. The most profound observers have remarked
that nature has particularly disposed the people of
the north for being republicans ; and it cannot be
. denied that several of those nations which embraced
the Reformation, as the Saxons, the Swiss, the
Dutch and the English, have always appeared
animated with that spirit ; of which the Reforma-

tion itself indeed was anly a positive atchieve-
N 2 -
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ment.* By that olt)ncuséion; in #ts turn, all the
“energy of the original sentiment, and all the

* A confession to this effect is even extorted from Mz:.
Hume.

¢ In that great revolution of manners which hdppened during

' the sixteenth and the seventeenth century, the only nations

who had the honourable, though often melancholy advantage,
- of making an effort for their expiring privileges, were such as,
. together with the principles of civil liberty, were animated
with a zeal for religious parties and opinions. Besides the ir-
resistible force of standing armies, the European princes pos-
sessed this advantage, that they were descended from the an~
cient royal families ; that they continued the same appellations
" of magistrates, the same appearance of civil government ; and

restraining themselves by all the forms of legal administration,

‘could insensibly impose the yoke on their unguarded subjects.
Even the German nations, who fdrmeriy broke the Roman
chains, and restored liberty to mankind, now lost their own li-
‘berty, and saw with grief the absolute authority of their
princes firmly established among them, In their circumnstances,
_ nothing but a pious zeal, which disregards all motives of human
prudence, could have made them entertain hopes of preserving
any longer those privileges which their ancestors, through so
many ages, had transmitted to them. '

¢ As the house of Austria, throughout all herextensive do-
minions, had ever made religion the pretence for her usurpations,
she now met with resistance from a like principle; and the
Catholic religion, as usual, had ranged itself on the side of
monarchy; the Protestant, on that of liberty. The states of
Bohemia, having taken arms against the emperor Matthias,
continued their revolt against his successor Ferdinand, and
claimed the observance of all the edicts enacted in. favour of the
new religion, together with the restoration of their ancient
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ideas with which it is associated, were awakened.
The will to be freein matters of conscience is the
same at bottom with the will to be free in matters
of state. Now this will is every thing; and
there are no slaves but those who will to be so,
or who have not the courage to will the termina.
tion of their slavery. It is the energy of mind by
whichin the long run all despotism is erected.
The constitution of England has been much ad-
mired. I have no intention to dispute its value ;
but what renders that heterogeneous compound
so excellent is the patriotism, the pride, and in-.
dependence of the English peasant, burgher,
and gentleman., Introduce into all these hearts,
which beat with liberty, the sentiments of slaves,
and yon will see of what advantage, that fine
palladium, the constitution, will be found.*
Prussia and Denmark have neither parliaments,

laws and constitution, The neighbouring principalities, Silesia,
Moravia, Lusatia, Austria, even the kingdom of Hungary took
part in the quarrel ; and throughout all these populous and mar-
tial provinces, the spirit of discord and civil war had universally
diffused itself.” Hist. of Eng. c. 48.

# The bosom of an Englishm n justly swells with pride to
hear these praises extorted from all disinterested foreigners, of
that manly and independent spirit with which he has at all times
resisted oppression, and vindicated his rights. Long may that
spirit continue to actuate him; and far be from him the hour of
selling his birthright, either through sottish indifference, mean
fear, or execrable cupidity !
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nor any other visible barrier to the power of their
kings; and yet the most admirable liberty is en-
joyed in those countries.* There, however, the

invisible barrier exists in every heart, in that of -

the prince himself, who is nursed and reared in the
spirit which animates the nation; it exists in the
manners, which continue simple and unadulterated
with pomp and insolence. There, potent sove-
reigns are to be seen, clothed like their subjects,
~ walking like their subjects on foot, or attended
with the simplest equipage, without retinue, with-
out etiquette ; mere officers in their youth in the
mational army which they must learn one day to
command. What kingdom in modern times can
boast of such a monarch as the immortal Frederic
II? What nations can boast of an union of
princes as eminent and wise as the Protestant
communities of Germany? Two extraordinary wo-
men, during the latter ages, have been found on
the thrones of Europe; Elizabeth and Catharine.
Both of them were reared in the Protestant prin-
ciples. Can France, too, forget that the best .of

* This representation is by far too favourable, particularly in
regard to Prussia, where the government is despotical, not only
in power but in exercise. The government of Denmark is
truly mild, where, at the same time that the power of the king
is restrained by the power of the aristocracy, the lower orders
are more independent of the higher, and in happier circume
stances than in almnst any other part of the continent, ¢

,
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her kings, and the best minister of that king,
were pupils of the Reformation?

Having been led to speak of this dnsposxtnon of
the public mind among the Protestant people,
ought I here to introduce what T have to advance
on the steps which among them have been made
“in the science of legislation, and the other
branches of knowledge connected with it, as that
of executive administration, statistics, &c.; or
shall I reserve those topics for the chapter in which
I must treat of the progress of knowledge ? The
doubts I feel on.this subject prove that the things
which relate to man in society, are all united to-
gether by the closest ties; and that the great
concern of his liberty is intimately connected
" with the culture of his mind.

Let it suffice then, at present, to observe that
the authority of the church, before the Reforma-
tion, being strictly conjoined with the authority
of the state in some places, and in others alto. .
gether confounded with it, it was impossible to
examine and discuss the rights of the one with- -
out extending the investigation also to the other.
Men inquired by what authority the popes pre-
tended to raise up and cast down kings; and this
naturally conducted to the inquiry, by what au-
thority kings were originally set up? When the
-~ respective rights of the church and state were
discussed; it was difficult, from this important
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topic, not to turn sometimes to the rights of the
people. It was ascertained that the community,
regarded as a religious association, that is to say,

as a church, had a right to chuse its own pastors,
~ and to draw up its own creed: It was most natu-
~ ral from this to conclude that the same commu-
nity, as a political association, had a right to elect
its own magistrates, and to forw its own consti-
tution. The emperor opposed the new religious
creed: Men then inquired if, in matters of faith,
they ought to obey the emperor? In 1531 the
faculties of law and theology in the university of
Wittemberg answered unanimously in the nega-
tive. From that time all discussion turned only
on the limits of that obedience which is due to
sovereigns, and of that resistance which may be
opposed to them. Zuinglius pronounced his rigid
sentence against the oppressor, cum Deo potest
deporni. Such a language, before Luther, had
never dared to be spoken explicitly and aloud in
Europe. He feared not to utter great truths, and
he set many others in the same road. The
writings on politics of the first Reformers breathe
in general this spirit.* 'When the long wars of

# Luther himself says in his book on the war against the
Turks; “ No one had yet taught or heard, no one knew any ’
thing about the secular power ; whence it was derived, what
was its object, or how it could be acceptable to Gop. Persons.
cf the greatest learning regarded the temporal power as a pro-
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Germany and Flanders were terminated the'same
spirit displayed itself in various works of menit, -
reckoned classical at this day, and in which the
rights of the two powers, the rights of the prince
and those -of the people, and the rights of the

fane and sublunary thing, nay as pagan and impious, and
dangerous towards selvation. In'a word, the good princes
and lords, prone as they were to piety, accounted their state
and dignity as less than nothing, and far from agreeable to Gop;
and hence became priests and monks in every thing but the
hood. *#*# Besides this, the pope and the clergy were all in all,

above all and over all, as Gop himself in the world; and the
* aivil authority was thrown into the back ground, oppressed,
and unknown.*** At present they accuse me of being a sedi-
tious person, because, forsooth, I have written on the secular-
power wisely and usefully, and so as no doctor since the time "
of the apostles, unless perhaps St. Augustin. This is what I
can declare'with a good conscience, and of which the world
can bear me witrtess.”  Author.

Luther has indeed the merit of being the very ﬁrst -man who
wrote with freedom on politics in modern Europe, and set a
most important example of the application of the natural reason
of men to the business of government, as well as to the con-
cerns of religion. ‘With what noble success has this example
been followed? And what advantage do the nations at this mo-
ment derive from the light thrown upon the nature of govern-
ment by the discoveries and disclosures of private individuals?
It is worthy of attention that every thing, almost without ex-
ception, which has'been done to illustrate the principles of
government, and to point out the best modes of governing
men, has been done not by men engaged in government, but
by private individuals. ;

o2
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bodies politic toward one another are discussed
with a precision and a spirit, very different both
from the ancient spirit of the schools and from
the democratical exaggerations of the 18th cen-
tury. Germany, Switzerland, Holland, England,
and France herself, in which the Reformation
made great progress, though it was not embraced
by the government, produced a number of similar
works about this period. 'We shall mention some
of the principal hereafter in one of the articles
of ‘the second section.

The Reformation then, which at first was a -

recurrence to liberty-only in religious things, be-
came by all these causes a recurrence to liberty
in political things also. Princes supported them-
selves by this liberty, aspired to it, and embraced

it as well as their people. Accordingly Protestant

princes have always used a very different language
towards their. people, and have professed very
_ different principles of liberality and humanity
from those of the Catholic sovereigns their co-
temporaries.* Of this the Prussian code is a

- * This isa very remarkable fact. It is confirmed by every
part of the history of Europe since the time of the Reformation.
Itis a striking proof of what sovereigns themselves may be-
come in the midst of a truly enlightened and spirited people.
The cordial co-operation of princes in establishing that order of
things which  is-most conducive to the interests of man, from
what we have seen them already capable of doing, is by no

-
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conspicuous monument,” and undoubtedl they
finest system of laws, of which any modern na-
tion can boast.* In this code we find the sub-
stance and principles of those famous Rights of
Man, which in 1789 appeared in France so great
a novelty, and produced such an explosion4 In

means to be despaired of. Those who set the first and the
greatest example will illustrate their name above all their pre-

decessors. This is the species of heroism which alene now re- .

mains for princes to display. ‘It is'unspeakably the greatest

and most glorious. The admiration of it will last and grow to .

all posterity. .

% We have already had occasion to remark the terms of ex-
aggerated i)raise in which our author is disposed to speak of
Prussia. The jurisprudence of the Prussian code is certainly
good; the principles of equity between man and man are stated
with precision and simplicity; and it has infinite advantages
over those codes which consist of vast and unmanageable accu-
mulations of cases and precedents. It certainly however does
" not surpass, if it equal, the simplicity and precision of the Da-
nish code. Besides all this the constitution of the courts of
_ law is bad; the judges are dependent not only upon the king,
but in some measure upon the great men; they have no juries
in Prussia; and no man but would trust his life and property in
an English court, on all trying occasions, rather than in a
Prussian, notwithstanding the defects of our code. Not to
mention that the king is master of the law; and though the
practice and spirit of the country’ retain him within certain
bounds, exerts an arbitrdry power whioh scts liberty in Prussia
out of the question,

1 Hence the eccentricity truly ridicnlous of our demagogues
of 1793 and 1794, who fancied they had discovered things
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_ Protestant nations the people have long been fa-
miliar with this language, and with these princi-
ples. They know them to form the foundation
of their governmen.t; and are accustomed to the
discussion of such matters. It excites rio extra-
ordinary emotion among them. The liberty of
thought and writing is as natural to them as the
air they breathe. This may reasonably lead us to
conclude that a revolution, similar to that in
France, can never have place in the countries
which are not Catholic. The most essential re-
sults of such a revolution are there previously
established, and cupidity cannot be thrown into
action by the temptation of the riches of the
clergy. Accordingly no people are more submis-
sive to their princes and the laws of their country
than the Protestants, because these laws are of
an excellent nature, and both princes and subjects
are equally patriotic and republican.

Itis asserted that Francis the First shewed him-
self at the beginning rather favourable to the doc

unknown, and unheard of by the rest of the world. Like
scholars who are tempted to make a parade of the most com-
mon notions which they have just received, our jacobins wanted
to make a present by violence of their mode of being free to
other nations. But in several of those nations the cause was
already tried; and the people knew the moderate and middle
course which it was proper “to hold between speculative and
practical democracy. Author.
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trines of the Reformers. His favourite sister
Margaret, queen of Navarre, openly protected
them. The fate of the kingdom depended at
that moment on the determination he was to
make. Had he adopted the Reformation, France
without doubt would have followed him; the fate
of protestantism in Europe would have been
sooner decided; the civil wars in France would
certainly have been prevented, as well as the re-
volution of the 18th century. Every thing as-
sumed a different appearance, because he con-
ceived violent apprehensions with regard to the
political consequences of the Refarmation. Bran-
tome relates that one day when the king was con-
versing on this subject, the following expression "
‘escaped from him; ¢ These novelties tend to no-
thing less than the’ overthrow of all monarchy
divine and human.” Ia fact, that prince after-
wards displayed against protestantism an irrecon-
cilable hatred, which his successors inherited but
too completely; the lesson was not lost.* But if

* Was not this opinion of Francis the result of ecclesiasti-
cal suggestions? That king (says the president Henault, for the
year 1534) complaining of the pope to his nuncio, and hinting
at the example of Henry VIII, the nuncio r\eplied ;3 “To
-speak freely, sire, you would be the first sufferer yourself: a
new religion introduced among a- people only requires after-
wards the change of the prince.”—Francis might have replied
that neitheg Henry VIII, Gustavus Vasa, nor any of the
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such was the opinion of Francis the First, and if it
is to be regarded as just, may not the French re-

Saxon princes had béen detbroned after having embraced the
Reformation. Author.
" 'The difference in the destiny of France occasioned by this
single circumstance ought deeply to arrest the attention of the
contemplative statesman., Had Francis First embraced the
Reformation, his descendents, instead of wandering as fugitives
about Europe, would in all probability at this hour have inhe-
rited a free and flourishing kingdom in peace and security.
How wonderfully short-sighted the policy of Francis! that very
event which he wanted to avert by confirming popery he
brought about; and that state of things, the continuance of
which he wished to ensure by removing Protestantism, Pro-
testantism would have most probably preserved. The vast
"wealth of the clergy would have been reduced to moderation,
most probably to the slender salaries of parish ministers, as the
Protestants of France were all Presbyterians; the great influ-
‘ence of the clergy, by which the king'was so powerfully sup-
ported in establishing despotisma, would have been removed,
and the new spirit of liberty infused into the people would have
rendered important reforms unavoidable; the lower orders
would have been emancipated from their dependence upon the
great lords ; trade and manufactures, which made such progress
among the Hugonots, would not bhave been exﬁngukhed by -
the revocation of the edict of Nantz, but would have advanced
tq the greatest height. France was in circumstances fully as
favourable for 2ll the happy products of freedom at the time of
the Reformation as England; and the same careet of prospe-
rity and glory would in all probablllty have awaited her, A
" mixed and limited monarchy would have been established; the
people would have been prosperous and contented; and all the
horrible effects of the revolution, and all the alarm which -it
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volution be considered ds a remote but mecessary:
consequence of the Reformation, of which the
republic of the United Provinces was an imme-
diate consequence, and that of America one less
remote than our times? We find among some of
the extravagant sects produced by the Reforma-
tion, as that of the Anabaptists, the same pre-
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