This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of
to make the world’s books discoverable online.

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was nevel
to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domair
are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that’s often difficult to discover.

Marks, notations and other marginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book’s long journey fro
publisher to a library and finally to you.

Usage guidelines

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belon
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing this resource, we have take
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying.

We also ask that you:

+ Make non-commercial use of the fild&e designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these fil
personal, non-commercial purposes.

+ Refrain from automated queryirigo not send automated queries of any sort to Google’s system: If you are conducting research on m:
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encc
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help.

+ Maintain attributionThe Google “watermark” you see on each file is essential for informing people about this project and helping ther
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it.

+ Keep it legalWhatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume |
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can’t offer guidance on whether any specific
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book’s appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in al
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liability can be quite severe.

About Google Book Search

Google’s mission is to organize the world’s information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps
discover the world’s books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on
athttp://books.google.com/ |



http://books.google.com/books?id=_zEuAAAAYAAJ

Digitized by GOOS[G


















ANCIENT CHRISTIANITY,

AND THE

DOCTRINES OF THE OXFORD TRACTS
FOR THE TIMES.

BY THE
AUTHOR OF “SPIRITUAL DESPOTISM.”

Puntetonim,mpﬂocaﬂh lestis philosophim dogmata p
t polhntnr, sed nefas ost, ut commu-
tcntur nefas, ut detmncenmr ut muulenmr Acciplant licet eviden-
tiam, lucem, distincti ; sed reth est, plenitudinem,

integritatem, proprietatem. —Vnwnﬂw Lizixxusis.

VOL. L

SECOND RDITION.

LONDON:
JACKSON AND WALFORD,

18, 8T. PAUL'S CHURCH-YARD.
W. CURRY, JUN. & CO. DUBLIN.
1840.



LONDON
RICHARD CLAY, PRINTER, BREAD STREET HILL.




—

PREFACE

ALTHOUGH during the past twelve months the doctrines
promulgated by the writers of the Tracts for the Times
have lost nothing of their original and intrinsic weight, their
relative importance has been sensibly diminished by the
rapid advances of that system with which those doctrines
cannot fail to be associated in the public mind.—The sud-
den expansion of romanism in all parts of the world where
it has a footing, has had the inevitable effect of reducing
the apparent magnitude of what so lately had attracted all
eyes; and it now seems that the wave of Oxford divinity,
mantling as high as ever, is but a billow in the mighty
swell which is curling on toward our shores.

These writers who, in fact, have not received strict and
discriminating justice from all hands, may loudly protest
against the unfairness of being thus left to be swallowed up
in the deluge which the old dragon is pouring from his
jaws. They may indeed have some good reason to complain
in this instance ; for, have they not themselves ¢ prophesied’
against Rome? have they not, in one breath, denounced
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the novelties of Rome, Geneva, and Wittenburg?* This
may be true ; nevertheless such an association of themselves
and their doctrines with the present spread of romanism is
beyond the power of either friend or foe to prevent. The
mass of men are too busy and eager to give heed to those
nice and occult, albeit real and valid distinctions, which
may constitute the difference between things apparently
one and the same. Unlearned eyes are not quick to deter-
mine whether a splendid front be the pure Corinthian, or
the specious and showy Composite. But Oxford Tract
writers are doubtless of too philosophic a temper to be per-
turbed in their cloisters by the popular inadvertence which
confounds them with dominicans and jesuits.

Even men of candour and intelligence (not happening to
be thoroughly informed in such matters) may be forgiven
their mistake in adopting the rash opinion of the vulgar,
when they perceive that the church of Rome, notwithstand-
ing its intimate acquaintance with its own principles and
polity, and notwithstanding its inflexible purpose not to
compromise either, is now recognising Oxford professors

as good and able auxiliaries, and names them individually,

and greets them kindly, as men so right in feeling, and so
near to ‘catholic truth,’ as that their residue of heretical
pravity, whatever it may be, ought hardly to be thought of.

Candid and intelligent men, we say, are very likely to
regard the immediate organs of the papal court as the best
judges of what touches so nearly the honour and expected
advancement of the church. The Oxford writers therefore
must even submit, with a good grace, to their hard fate, while
they hear themselves on all sides spoken of, and by the
most respectable portion of their countrymen, in the same
breath with the agents of Rome, and in connexion with the
dreaded advance of the papal despotism.

* ¢ Romish, and Swiss, and Lutheran noveltics!” Lyra Apostolica, p. 128.




PREFACE. v

There are, however, some, and perhaps it is more than a
few, who, on so critical an occasion, will take the pains to
use a nicer discrimination, and who, after having informed
themselves fully of the merits of the question, will do
these writers justice. But what will be the actual amount
of the exoneration which, by such justice, may be awarded
them? It can only be to this effect—That, while the
Oxford divines would resolutely exclude the pretended
authority of the bishop of Rome from these islands, and
would also condemn and avoid certain innovations in
worship, doctrine, or government, which may clearly be
traced to some period of the middle ages, they accept as
good, and would restore, a system, doctrinal, ritual, and
ecclesiastical, which embraces every principle, and almost
every usage characteristic of romanism—namely, the system
which Gregory the Great inherited from the illustrious
divines of the fourth century.

By explicit avowals, or implied approbation, or in the
mode of delicate allusion, these writers, in their various
publications, have at length taken to themselves every
thing in romanism which is of earlier date than the close
of the fifth century; and they have moreover made them-
selves sharers in that modern jealousy of popular instruction
which the reformation engendered in the bosom of the
papacy.

How far the remaining differences between the Oxford
Tract doctrines and romanism may avail to screen the
authors of them from popular odium, or even from the
reprehension of those better informed, must depend greatly
upon the slower, or the more rapid advances of popery, in
enhancing, or in allaying the alarms of protestants :—these
fears just kept alive, the prejudice against whoever seems
to favour the dreaded evil may gather strength ; but should
the worst that any anticipate seem likely to be coming
upon us, the Oxford Tract controversy will be forgotten,
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just as a first flourish of trumpets, which indeed shook the
air, ceases to be thought of when the thunder of batteries
is making the very earth to reel.

On the obscure question concerning the probable restora-
tion of the romish superstition, and the papal ascendency, I
offer no opinion, partly on account of the real difficulty of
the subject, and the ambiguity of much of the evidence
ordinarily adduced by those who fear the worst; and partly
because, at the present moment of peculiar excitement, any
opinion, how calmly soever expressed, would be open to an
interpretation involving some political and party bias, from
the suspicion of which I earnestly hope to keep myself
free.

Seriously convinced as I am that what is really at stake
in this instance is not some one form of christianity which
may be preferable to some other, but christianity itself,
with all its blessings, temporal and eternal, as opposed to
a fatal illusion, wearing its garb, and an infernal tyranny,
wielding its terrors—thus persuaded, I would not embarrass
my argument by connecting it with any temporary
interests.

‘While referring, however, to the so much talked of ad-
vances of romanism, I must be allowed, and with a view
only to the higher bearings of the subject, to put the
question to some who, from what unconfessed motive we
" will not guess, are jesting with the alarms of their fellow-
protestants, whether what they are confiding in as a more
than sufficient antagonist force for withstanding the zealous
endeavours of the romish hierachy, be—The present uniTy,
purity, and spiritual vitality of protestant christendom; or
rather—The atheistic indifference, and the scientific and
commercial and political ¢ good sense’ of the mass of the
people, in these our ‘enlightened times ?"—If the former,
then surely it might be well to cherish, with rather more
care, the temper of love and forbearance among protes-

P -
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tants,—But if the latter, then one cannot but think that
this is a looking to Satan to keep out Satan—a melancholy
hope truly, between the accomplishment and the failure of
which it would be hard to choose the less horrible alter-
native.

On the other hand I must take leave to recommend those
who, with all the animation—not to say rancour, of political
partisanship, are stimulating the fears and passions of the
public by exaggerated statements, on this subject—to in-
quire, and, if possible, actually to learn, with what feelings
their zealous endeavours are regarded by certain wary ma-
chinators around us. I venture to say that, by romanist
emissaries, all such noisy proceedings are regarded with an
exaltation which they find it difficult to suppress.

While abstaining from the expression of any opinion on
this same question—the probable spread of romanism, I
must acknowledge that the recollection of it has had the
effect of inducing me to give more breadth to my argument
than it would have had if Oxford Tract doctrines alone had
been in view; and I have found myself frequently looking
beyond the nearer objects, toward the loftier ranges of
superstition and spiritual tyranny.

It is thus that the present number (completing a volume)
embraces a portion only of the proposed inquiry concerning
the import of certain predictive passages of the New
Testament. This inquiry concluded, in the next number,
I shall then hasten toward the conclusion of my task, by
instituting a careful comparison between the nicene church
system, and the romish. It will then only remain to con-
trast the nicene church and the english.

Inasmuch as it is as yet uncertain to what extent the
endeavour to restore monasticism and clerical celibacy will
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be carried by the Oxford Tract writers, and as such endea-
vours afford the only reason which should justify the
bringing so delicate a subject, in all its details, before the
general reader, I still hold in reserve the further evidence,
bearing thereupon, until the motive for producing it may
have become imperative.

STANFORD RIVERS,
Nov. 29, 1839.




TO THE VENERABLE

THOMAS BEWLEY MONSELL

ARCHDEACON OF DERRY,

AND PRECENTOR OF CHRIST'S CHURCH, DUBLIN.

My DEaR Sik;

I am already assured of your approval,
which has been so kindly and warmly expressed, of my in-
tention to take part in the discussions set on foot by the
writers of the Tracts for the Times; but I am desirous to
bespeak also your acquiescence in the particular course of
inquiry which, in this first instance, I have thought it best
to institute, and which may not be precisely what you would
have anticipated.

I have, in fact, taken as my motto on this occasion, the
advice—Festina lente ; and if I appear to have gone about,
am yet persuaded that I am following a path which pro-
mises to lead to a satisfactory, and not very remote conclu-
sion. But I will state, as briefly as possible, the general
views that have guided me in selecting the subjects, and in
arranging the plan of my argument.—

Let me say then, that the mode of repelling the preten-
sions of the Papacy, recommended by the writers of the
Oxford Tracts, seems to me to be at once legitimate and
conclusive : it is, in fact, an appeal from the alleged autho-
rity of the romish church, to a catholicity more catholic,

b
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and to an antiquity more ancient. On this ground, British
protestantism, or, let us say, if the phrase be preferred,
British christianity, stands on a rock, clear of all exception,
and, so far as related to popery, is exempt from peril.
‘Within the well-defined limits which it observes, this line
of argument is equally simple and irrefragable.

But having, in this manner, made good the external de-
fences of the British episcopal church, when we come to
look within the enclosure which we have thus walled
about, we are met by startling difficulties, of another kind,
and are compelled to confess that, in thus throwing our-
selves back upon christian antiquity, embarrassments attend
us from which there appears no easy way of escape.

Men of calm minds are indeed painfully conscious of
perplexity, while treading the fields of ancient christian
literature ; and to this feeling is added some alarm when
they witness the fatal infatuations which beset those who
loiter there after surrendering themselves to the gaidance of
a fond-antiquarian enthusiasm; for such are often seen te
yield their faith and reason to illusions that are not merely
unsubstantial, but in the last degree dangerous. In truth,
no notions that have ever prevailed among well-informed
men, can have been more utterly destitute of firm support
than are those which have been so long adhered to in
relation to the pristine church; nor have any been much
more fruitful sources of theological, ecclesiastical, and
ethical errors.

The peculiar difficulties that attend the general subject
of ecclesiastical antiquity, are not however obtruded upon
notice during quiescent ‘periods; and, as the documents
wherein this species of lore is embedded, are accessible to
few, and familiar to still fewer, as well the various instruc-
tion with which they are fraught, as the serious evils they
may generate, often remain latent for a long course of
years; nor do the latter ordinarily demend any vigilant
regard.
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But it is otherwise at particular moments, when the dor-
mant antiquarian zeal suddenly awakening, claims a right
of interference with every thing that is professed, believed,
and done, in the open and active world. And if, at such
a moment, this zeal, sharpened by the austere prejudices
that are its usual characteristics, and animated—perhaps
inflamed, by the illusions which it engenders, takes a bold
course, and implicates the religious and civil institutions of
the coumtry, there are no limits hardly to the perils to
which every thing around us is immediately exposed.

This seems to me precisely what the writers of the
Oxford Tracts are now, with the best intentions, and with
the most devoted attachment to the episcopal church,
actually doing: that is to say, they are fearlessly staking
the credit, and even the very existence of the established
church, upon the soundness of notions, regarding ancient
christianity, which will not endure an impartial examination;
nay, which are miserably contradicted by an abundance of
unimpeachable evidence.

There is surely reason enough then, for those who rank
themselves with the friends of the established episcopal
church, to take the alarm, and to follow closely the steps
of these chivalrous divines. It is possible indeed, and not
unlikely, that the ground at first assumed by these writers
may insensibly be shifted; and that, finding their early
assumptions to be untenable, they may move off to a better
chosen position. But even if it should be so, the necessity
would not be the less urgent for exploring that first chosen
ground. In a word, the time is now manifestly come when
the christian community, at large, must be thoroughly
informed concerning the spiritual and the moral condition
of the church during that morning bour of its existence,
which, too easily alas | has been surrounded with attributes
of celestial splendour, dignity, and purity.

To collect and diffuse this now indispensable information,
is then the task I have undertaken; yet neither a very easy
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one, it must be granted, nor devoid of an invidious aspect.
The dissipating of fond dreams may be a friendly and
useful, but is seldom an acceptable office. No one, I
presume, will imagine that there remain to be adduced
facts, not already well known to those who are conversant
with the original documents of ecclesiastical antiquity; but
it is nevertheless certain, and the course of the present
controversy has strikingly shown it to be so, that what is
familiar to a few, may be altogether unsurmised by the
mass, even of well-informed persons. Our modern church
histories scarcely lift a corner of the veil that hides from us
the recesses of the ancient church ; and the fathers may be
looked into, here and there, without a suspicion being
awakened of a state of things which a more searching
examination brings to light.

In commencing then these necessary researches, the
immediate intention of which is not so much to controvert
the particular principles or practices now under discussion,
as to lay open the real condition, moral, spiritual, and eccle-
siastical, of the ancient church, I have selected that one
theme which, as I am fully persuaded, is better adapted
than any other to answer the purpose of dissipating many
illusions, and of generating a feeling of caution in the minds
of those who may just have given in, or may be on the
point of giving in, their adherence to the Oxford Tract
doctrines. Such, and I believe the number is now not
small, I would respectfully advise to suspend, a little, their
judgment on the questions in hand, until they may have
considered the evidence which may appear to bear on the
question.

As to yourself, my dear sir, you will not imagine that I
am presuming to inform you of what you are not already
acquainted with; and yet it is possible that the light in
which I have placed some of these well-known facts, may
seem to you new, and such as to deserve your regard. You
will perceive that, while a single class of objects is before



LETTER. ix

me, I have kept a double purpose always in view, namely,
in the first instance, to loosen a little that antiquarian en-
thusiasm which is putting every thing dear to us in peril ;
and, in the second place, to open a path whereon, as I
think, a fresh assault may be made upon the errors of the
papacy.

As a preliminary to the general argument, I have taken
some pains to define and affirm, what some too much over-
look—the dependence of the modern church upon the
ancient church, lest, in lessening a little the credit of the
latter, I should seem to favour an ultra-protestant prejudice,
the prevalence of which has, in fact, afforded a handle to the
Oxford Tract writers.

And now, my dear sir, will you indulge me a moment
while I make good my personal plea to be listened to in the
present controversy 2—It will be granted then that, what-
ever course this wide discussion may take, it has, in all its
branches, so intimate a connexion with ecclesiastical anti-
quity, as that it must, for the most part, be left in the hands
of those who have happened to acquire some familiarity with
this branch of learning, and who, moreover, possess the indis-
pensable advantage of actually having, under their hands,
the body of ancient ecclesiastical literature. But these
conditions confine, within rather narrow limits, the choice
which the religious public might make (among those already
known to it as writers) of any to stand forward as qualified
to deal with the general subject. Then again, among such,
few as they may be, some have already ranged themselves
on the side of the Oxford Tract writers; and some, perhaps,
who have not done so, would admit themselves to be alto-
gether disinclined to the task of dealing severely, with their
favourite authors.

On these grounds then, as actually possessing the Greek
and Latin church writers, and as being, in some degree,
used to their company; and moreover, as exempt, in the
most complete manner, from antiquarian enthusiasm, I
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have felt as if I might, without culpable presumption, take
a part in the great controversy of the day.

And further, as this controversy affects, in a peculiar
manner, the welfare of the established episcopal church, it
seems as if it should be demanded of those who engage in
it, that they can profess a firm conviction in favour of the
principle of religious establishments, and of episcopacy; as
well as a cordial approval of liturgical worship, and specifi-
cally, of that of the established church. On this ground
then, my deliberate opinions are such as to allow of my
fairly entering the lists. .

There is however yet a ground on which I feel that some
advantage, in relation to such a controversy, belongs to me;
and it is the circumstance of my personal independence of
the established church, and of my entire exemption from
the influence of any indirect motive for thinking, or for
professing, thus or thus, in any question affecting its credit
and welfare. As a layman, I have no secular interests
whatever at stake in ecclesiastical questions: I have nothing
but truth to care for. And, moreover, my actual con-
nexion, by education, and otherwise, with dissenters, may
be accepted as giving to my decisive opinion in favour of
the established church, the value, whether more or less,
that may attach to principles that have resulted altogether
from serious reflection. And I will here take leave to
remind you, that, in declaring myself some years ago, on
this side, I did so with a freedom of remark, in regard to
the church, which precluded my winning any favour from
its more rigid adherents, or accredited champions. In fact,
and I hope you will allow me on this occasion to make the
profession, my convictions, on this subject, have been so
powerful, as to lead me to put out of view every personal
and secondary consideration.

None will imagine, my dear sir, that, in addressing these
pages to you, I have, in any way compromised your per-
sonal, or professional character, or involved you in any sort
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of responsibility, in regard to what they may contain. All
the burden rests on my own shoulders. You are clear; and
while I am much gratified in being able to refer to the ex-
pressions with which, from time to time, you have honoured
me, of your christian regard and friendship, I am anxious
to preclude the supposition that you have done any thing
more than generally approve of my purpose to engage in
the present discussion, and to express your confidence in
the soundness of my principles, and the rectitude of my
intentions.

. It now only remains for me to disclaim every hostile or
acrimonious feeling towards the accomplished, and, I have
no doubt, thoroughly sincere writers of the Tracts for the
Times. If compelled to range myself among their oppo-
nents, I owe them no grudge; and am very ready to admit
the importance of the services they have rendered to the
church, in reviving some hitherto slighted principles; and
particularly, in bearing a testimony, with great ability,
against modern rationalism. I admire moreover, and would
fain imitate, the mild and christian temper in which, for
the most part, they write; and should deeply regret the
inadvertence, should it appear that, in any instance, I have
allowed an expression to escape me, that might seem to
carry an uncourteous and personal meaning, or to be more
pungent than the serious import of the argument would
have demanded.

It is true that I have a very deep impression of the mis-
chiefs and dangers attending, or likely to arise from, the
diffusion of the principles which these divines are so zea-
lously, and, as it appears, so successfully advocating ; and
this conviction must be held to justify the most determined
style of opposition. In this however there is no breach of
christian charity. The writers must be accounted sincere
and devout, although it should appear that they will have
involved the church, and the country, in the most serious
dangers. The spread of these doctrines is in fact now
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having the effect of rendering all other distinctions obsolete,
and of severing the religious'community into two portions,
fundamentally and vehemently opposed, one to the other.
Soon there will be no middle ground left; and every man,
and especially every clergyman, will be compelled to make
his choice between the two. What practical decision can
be more momentous, or demand more deliberation and
research ?

I indulge the hope then, my dear sir, that I shall be able
to afford some aid to those, especially among the younger
clergy, who may actually be halting between the two
opinions; and I well know that, while giving myself to
my laborious task, I shall have the benefit of your cordial
good wishes, and prayers, that that aid and blessing may
be afforded me, apart from which, no endeavours can be
fruitful of good.

It is, my dear sir, with every sentiment of respect and
esteem, that I subscribe myself yours,

THE AUTHOR.

STANFORD RIVERS,
Feb. 20, 1839.
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Taz great questions agitated, but not determined, three hundred
years ago, are now coming on to be discussed, and under circum-
stances as auspicious altogether, as they were lately unexpected.
The reproach of the reformation, that it did not fully ascertain
its own principles, as well as the opprobrium of the church in
later times, that little or nothing has been amended since Luther,
Cranmer, and Knox went to their rest, are now, at last, not
anlikely to be removed. .

While many areJooking with terror at the unchecked spread
of romanism around the english church, and with alarm at the
prevalence of opinions within its most sacred precincts which
contravene the labours of the reformers, there is room to admit
a very different feeling in relation to these signs of the times,
even a feeling of exhilaration and hope as to the probable result,
as well of the busy zeal of the romish clergy, as of the con-
scientious laboura of the authors and favourers of the ‘* Tracts
for the Times.” I must profess to regard the former, and still
more decidedly the latter of these features of our religious con-
dition, when looked at in their remoter, though not distant
tendencies, as indicative of good, and such as should awaken
to a new activity all who are piously waiting for the renovation

of the influence of christianity.
:V . B
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And yet in making this cheering profession, it ought to be
acknowledged, lest we should seem to be concealing what it is
neither candid nor safe to deny, that there are consequences not
very unlikely to be attached to the Oxford Tract controversy
which, in their bearing upon the peculiar position of the esta-
blished church at the present moment, may well excite anxiety
in the minds of its devoted friends ; and indeed in the minds of
all who acknowledge that an intimate connexion subsista between
the welfare of the established church, and the very existence of
our most cherished civil institutions. It is not surely to pretend
to any extraordinary sagacity to affirm that some of the questions
moved by the writers we refer to, affect, not very circuitously,
the constitutional influence of the aristocracy, and even the
stability of the throne.

Great revolutions, as has been said of some other formidable
abstractions, are wont to advance upon us in noiseless slippers,
and taking their rise from some quarter which was the last to
be watched or suspected, amaze the heedless community as
much with their terrible suddenness, as with their destructive
force. This at least must be admitted by all, that the general
scheme of principles and sentiments embodied in the publications
referred to, recommends itself by a still depth, a latent power,
a8 momentum, and a consistency in its development, which are
the very characteristics of movements that are to go on, and te
bring with them great changes, whether for the better or the
worse. Really to despise this system, is, I think, very incon-
siderate, and to affect to despise it, very dangerous.

The political condition of the country being such as it is,
and teeming as it does with elements of disorder, there are
many, no doubt, who would most gladly remand, to some more
convenient season, the agitation of ecclesiastical doctrines which
touch the solid structure of the constitution. This desire of
tranquillity may be reasonable enough in itself; but it is
unavailing, or it comes too late. Very many minds, and those
not of the populace, or of the ill-informed middle classes, but of
the best taught and the best trained, and of those whose eecular
interests are the most weighty, have already been deeply moved,
and are as unwilling to be left to subside into their former state
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of indolent acquiescence, as those who have so wrought upon
them are disinclined to remit their labours. What event, in
fact, can be more improbable, than that men whose success in
producing this deep commotion has surpassed their own fondest
expectations, should spontaneously relax their exertions, or
should begin to despond mid way in a triumphant course?
Nothing remains then, whatever perils may impend, but for
-those who range themselves on an opposite side, to encounter
their accomplished, and their flushed antagonists in the best
manner they are able.

Yet even if it were at the option of any who might wish to do
80, to hush, at this particular moment, the controversy whieh is
gathering around us—or even if it might be thought probable
that, left to itself, this dreaded system would share the fate of
many a portentous wonder that has quietly sunk into oblivion—
even in such a case, a true prudence might rather impel us to
promote than to check the rising agitation, and to desire that,
once set fairly in movement, as it now is, the question of those
first principles, apart from the adjustment of which our English
protestantism has remained week in itself, and vuluerable on
every side, should be brought to a close without delay :—and
better now, than in some darker hour, when political commetions
of a still deeper kind than those which at present disturb the
country, would at once greatly enhance the perils inseparable
from such a controversy, and, in an equal degree, diminish the
probability of bringing it to a bappy issue.

The ery of “ Popery|” raised by certain of the opponents
of the Oxford Tract doctrines, even if it might consist with
candour, does not indicate an exact discrimination. Neverthe-
less, and although the attempt to confound these doctrines with
romanism, or to disparage them, unheard, by an implication in
the same obloguy, and thus to use an unfair advantage, drawn
from popular prejudices, is to be condemned and avoided, yet
it is certain that, in argumentative order, these principles and
opinions must take the lead, as standing first to be considered,
when we have the romish errors in view; and that the question
of romanism must follow in the track of the present controversy.

In truth, modern popery will never be dealt with to any good

B2



4 ANCIENT CHRISTIANITY, ETC.

purpose, on the ground of argument, until the preliminary dis-
cussion induced by the Tracts for the Times, has been disposed
of to the satisfaction, not perhaps of the immediate disputants,
but of all honest and intelligent bystanders.

I have used the words—controversy—argument, and discus-
sion, correlatives as they are, and implying two or more parties,
visibly in conflict; and yet, in the present instance, while, on
the one side, the champions stand forward as a compact band,
it is not easy to say who are their actual opponents. To confess
the truth, the writers of the Tracts for the Times are looking
over the field, as if asking for those with whom they might
engage. Several able writers have indeed come forward in this
controversy ; but yet, as it seems, there are reasons why their
opposition should be reckoned at rather less than, intrinsically,
it may be worth.

It appears that some disadvantage attaches to each of the
accredited religious parties among us, to whom it is natural to
look, as the opponents of the Oxford ‘Tract divines. These
incidental difficulties constitute, in fact, the most serious, or,
it might be said, ominous circumstance of the present theological
crisis. 'What I mean precisely is this—that, whatever we may
privately surmise concerning the unsoundness of the principles
assumed in this system, yet that those who maintain it, acoom-
plished and well skilled in argument as they are, when they
come to confront any one of our religious parties, manifestly
possess, from incidental causes, a vantage ground, as related to
that single class of antagonists; and so of each in its turn.

To name first those who must be regarded as standing fore-
most—and the description belongs to a large, and every way
considerable body in the established church, who, professing the
most cordial and unexceptive approbation of the church, as it is,
in its constitution, its ritual, and its position as related to the
state, and who are accustomed to admire the fathers of the
english reformation on no account more than on that of their
wisdom in carrying amendment just to the point where it
actually stopped, and no further, and who deprecate any sort
of movement or agitation, tending to change,—these well con-
tented church-of-England men, when they come to deal, in
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detail, with the Oxford Tract opinions, may, without much
difficulty, be compelled to confess, first, that the church, as
settled by Edward VI. and Elizabeth, favours some principles
that were not fully carried out, either in its offices, or in its
discipline and working ; and secondly, that the church, or the
country, or both, has been slowly and imperceptibly moving
forward (some will say downward) from the ground whereon it
was reared by its founders, and that, to employ the favourite
phrase of the Oxford Tracts, we, of the present day, have become
¢ far more protestant,” than were the english protestants of
the sixteenth century. Upon men of this party therefore the
Oxford Tract writers urge nothing but what consistency seems
to demand.

Nor can such an appeal be otherwise resisted by the parties
in question, than by a hardy determination to hear nothing
which might trouble the present peace of the church. In fact,
as it seems, numbers belonging to the party now referred to
bave given in their submission to the Oxford leaders, and appear
¢o wait only the aid of a little more concurrence on the part of
others, to promote openly, what they favour silently.

Consisting often of the very same individuals, and yet needing
to be distinguished in regard to our present object, is the body
which stands foremost in upholding, and approving of, the
POLITICAL constitution of the church, and which is more con-
cerned (or seemingly so) for the establishment, than it is for the
church, and is zealous for episcopacy, on behalf of prelacy, and
is prepared (unless we do them an injustice in so presuming to
divine their dispositions) to admit certain changes which might
even compromise a little the more spiritual principles of the
church, were it manifest that such alterations would tend to
strengthen the stakes, and to lengthen the cords of the hierar-
chical tabernacle.

Between men of this temper, and the writers of the Tracts
for the Times, there is a fundamental, and it might be added,
an ominous discordance, as well of feeling as of principles. This
discrepancy, although for the present it may be hushed by the
discreet, cannot but become more and more notorious; nor
is it easy to see by what practical expedients the serious
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consequences it involves are to be evaded. This difference,
although men may not be willing to allow it, is nothing less than
a rift in the foundations of the ecclesiastical stracture : it is a
settlement, more narrowly to be looked to, than might be the
broken windows and shattered ormaments that should mark
some rude assault of the mob from without.

It is not merely that the authors and promoters of the Oxford
Tract divinity are generally men of a more serious temper, and
possessed of better digested notions, and ave of more religious
habits than their opponents (of the class now referred to) and
are better prepared to sustain any consequences which their
consistency may entail upon them, and are therefore stronger,
by a settled courage and a calm forethonght of trouble; but they
have possessed themselves of lofty principles, in comparison of
which the compromising, secular, and heartless maxims of
political churchmen will prove but as stubble.

These—that is to say, the merely political adherents of the
ESTABLISEMENT, who admire, not so much the tenderness of our
english reformers towards popery, as their obsequious discretion
in regard to the Tudors, and who, as children of this world, lovk
upon the trammels of church subeerviency, as trappings of honour
—these persons now find themselves suddenly placed in an un-
expected position of embarrassment ; or rather, their actual position
has been laid bare, with little ceremony, on the very side where
they might most wish to avoid exposure. And by whom bas
this exposure been attempted? Not by sour puritans, or reckless
levellers ; not by the vulgar and the fanatical; not by the pro-
fessed enemies of the church, of whatever class, and with any of
whom it might have been easy to deal, in the wonted modes of
haughty vituperation, or who need not have been listened to at
all, so long as they could have been outvoted. Such are not, at
present, the troublers of the peace of the hierarchy ; but they are
men whose accomplishments as divines, and whose unquestioned
attachment to the episcopal church, not merely exempt them
from contempt or suspicion, but secure for them, and for whatever
they may write, the respectful attention of all portions of the clergy,
and of°those among the laity whose opinions can, in such a case,
have weight. Or if any thing were yet wanting to secure an

3
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advantage which the one side might desire, and which the other
might fear to see possessed by their opponents, these new champions
of church supremacy actually enjoy it, namely—official influence,
and the meauns of moulding the temper of the younger clergy to
their will

As opposed to men thus advantageounsly placed, and thus fur-
nished—men girding themselves to act the part of confessors,
political churchmen, whether whigs or tories, cannot but feel their
weakness. Certain econcessions were made, and compromises
submitted to by the fathers of the english church, under the
despotism of the Tudors; and these very errors (unavoidable,
perhaps) are now become the untoward inheritance of the cham-
pions of the protestant establishment. Such, therefore, can wish
for nothing so much as silence ; for in serious controversy, when-
ever it may come on, overthrow awaits them; and it is a cir-
cumstance which none ought to lose sight of, that how little soever
the declared enemies of the established church may themselves
personally relish the doctrines of the Oxford Tracts, their instinctive
sympathies would coalesce with these writers, if seen to be contend-
ing, for a religious principle, with the secular minded and political
champions of the establishment. Obvious motives, too, would
operate, impelling all to cheer and aid these bold and learned
impugners of church-and-state subserviency.

But it is natural to look to another quarter in search of those
who might come forward to withstand the advances of the Oxford
Tract doctrines ; and may it be to that, in every sense, estimable
portion of the clergy which has conventionally been designated—
evangelical ? It is true that the modern disciples and successors
of Romaine, Fletcher, Milner, Cecil, Scott, and Newton, have, by
the current of church affairs, been carried toward a new position,
and have been led to modify and to tighten the ecclesiastical
notions professed by their departed leaders. They nevertheless
still hold to opinions, and to modes of feeling, which, though as
a matter of fact springing up within the established church, are
not, altogether, its genuine products ; but in part resulted from
the religious animation diffused through the country by the
apostolic labours of Wesley, Whitfield, and their followers ; nor
can it well be denied that those who have professed these opinions,
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and who have felt in this manner, have stood, as churchmen, in
a position of argumentative difficulty, and of some practical em~
barrassment,

If this be the case, or just so far as it may be granted to be so,
it cannot seem desirable to the evangelical clergy to be forced
into any formal argument with their accomplished brethren, on
the very points that have driven some of their most distinguished
predecessors, and of themselves, to the edge of nonconformity.
They may, by the aid of considerations, drawn from the perils of
the time, have come to believe that they disaffect nothing in the
ritual or constitution of the church ; and they may be fully satis-
fied with this or that elaborate explanation of certain difficulties ;
nevertheless the uneasiness, although assuaged, is not altogether
removed ; and it is likely to be revived whenever certain points
of principle and discipline come, as now, to be insisted upon, ex-
pounded, and carried out to their consequences.

What the ‘English reformers had in view was—AxTE-NicENE
CHRISTIANITY, or the doctrine, discipline, and ritual of the times
nearly preceding the period of that council; and so far as the
altered condition of the social system allowed them to follow their
convictions, they realized their idea, and probably would have
done 8o to the extent of a close imitation, of all but the offensive
features of that system. But how different a notion of christianity
was that which animated the zeal of either the founders of method-
ism, or of the fathers of the evangelical clergy! Holding to the
same orthodoxy—the same athanasian doctrine, almost every thing
else in the two systems stands out as a point of distinction.
What parallels could be more incongruous than such as one
might strive to institute, for instance, between Cyprian and
Romaine, Tertullian and Milner, Chrysostom and Cecil, Augustine
and Scott, Jerome and Newton !

The evangelical clergy, as christian ministers, and as theologians,
when they stand on open ground, may indeed freely and with
much advantage contend against what they may deem superstitions
or papistical in the system of the Oxford Tract writers: but how
far they can do 8o, as churchmen, is doubtful.

Or, leaving doctrine and ritual out of the question, and looking
solely to the topic of church supremacy or subserviency, in relation
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to the state, the evangelical clergy cannot but feel the discussion
to be undesirable ; for it is they, more than any others, that must
be painfully conscious of what have been the ill practical influ~
ences of the usurpations that were submitted to, as by dire neces-
sity, on the part of the founders of the establishment. So it happens
that, in resisting what they regard as the superstitions of the
Oxford Tract divines, if driven back, they are driven upon puri-
tanism ; while in withstanding the church-supremacy doctrine,
their retreat, if defeated, can only be toward, either the dead levels
of political expediency, or the swamps of dissent, It is with
every sentiment of respect and affection toward this portion of the
clergy, that I state what seems to me the fact of their difficult
position in regard to the present controversy: and I do so for the
seke of precluding the fallacious hope that the now spreading
opinions are to be withstood, much less overthrown, by those who
occupy this particular ground.

It is perhaps unnecessary to insist upon the improbability that
any class of dissenters should engage in the controversy with the
writers of the Tracts for the Times., Dissenters have had their
advantage, and have reaped their glory, in contending for our
religious liberties ; and moreover they have found points of easy
attack in assailing the loose opinions of political churchmen ; they
may also have won partial triumphs, in urging the argument of
consistency against the more serious clergy ; but they would find
themselves, as I am inclined to think, to be dealing altogether
with another sort of adversary, were they to close in with the
Oxford Tract divines upon certain questions now agitated. The
time undoubtedly must come, and the increasing learning and
intelligence (and candour too, it is hoped) of the dissenting bodies,
tend to hasten its approach, when the assumptions on which the
modern congregational system rests, will be shifted anew, and
brought to the test of scripture. But a controversy with the
writers of the Oxford Tracts could not fail to bring on such a
scrutiny under circumstances which would render a defeat pecu-
liarly mortifying. These astute and accomplished men—the
Oxford Tract writers, clearly rid, as they are, of some embarrass-
ments that have encumbered less consistent churchmen (with
whom, heretofore, dissenters have had to do) would, in rebutting
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the arguments of congregationalists, find themselves free to take
up aggressive weapons, and might bring the ecclesiastical axioms
of dissent into question, in a manner not to be desired by its
adherents.

Moreover, it is clear that the various, but intimately connected
subjects, theological and ecclesiastical, at this time likely to be
discussed, all come under the common condition of involving
laborious researches upon the field of christian antiquity. But
this is a field not much frequented, in our own times, by non-
eonformists, of any class. It is but a few individuals, of these
communions, that profess much acquaintance with the greek and
latin divines; nor do the tastes of the dissenting bodies favour
any reference to them.

And yet, granting that, when we have to consider the safety
and instruction of the uninformed religious classes, in relation to
any prevailing errors, the best method is that of a simple adhe-
rence to the biblical branch of the argument ; it is perfectly clear
that, when we are turning to those who are themselves to be the
sources of instruction, and the guides of the ignorant, theological
discussions must include a much wider range of inquiry ; and as
to questions such as those with which, in the present instance, we
have to do, there can be but one course likely to lead to a final
adjustment of the points in dispute; and this only course must
embrace a patient examination of the entire body of ancient
christian literature, so far as now extant. Any method more
summary, specious as it may seem, will, as I venture to prediect,
produce only a momentary impression, and will leave us liable to
a speedy return of the very same controversies. But if the great
argument be courageously encountered at the first, and entered
upon with an immovable determination to spare no toil, ‘to evade
no difficulty, and to carry the torch of modern intelligence, and
modern biblical feeling, into the most intricate recesses of ancient
christianity, there is a reasonable hope that, under the divine
blessing, a real and permanent progress may be made in the mo-
mentous work of freeing our holy religion, effectually and finally,
from the corruptions of many centuries.

There are some however who are telling us, and it must be
granted, not without an appearance of reason, that our notions of
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the importance of the present controversy are vastly exaggerated,
and that therefore no such laborious courses of argument as those
I am now indicating, can be necessary ; and on the contrary it is
affirmed that, left to itself, this new portent, like many equally
alarming, will quickly disappear from our skies. It isindignantly
asked-—if we are to be disquieted in this degree, and to be moved
from our places, at the bidding of a band of recluses, who, ac-
complished as they may be in worthlees lore, and respectable and
estimable perhaps, as christians, or as clergymen, have yet shown
themselves so feeble in understanding as to bow to the frivolous
superstitions of the darkest times. Are we, it is asked, to be led
by those who suffer themselves to be led by the grim spectres of
the twilight age of the church’s history, and the miduight age of
the world’s history ?

It must be confessed that, on this ground, a reasonable doubt
may be entertained concerning the triumph of the particular
Oxford Tract confederacy, and of the magnitude of the issue in
which the present movement is to terminate. A silent acqui-\
escence in trivial superstitions, or even a forward zeal in main-
taining frivolous formalities, affords no criterion of mental strength,
in an age universally superstitious, and grossly ignorant; but it
is hard not to consider such compliances, or such solemn trifling,
as the indications of an infirm temperament, when they meet us
in times of diffased intelligence, and of vigorous mental activity.,
It is not to be doubted that many a spirit of power, in times gone
by, has bowed, and cringed, and moulded itself to the pattern of
a Cassian’s Institute; but is it possible that any spirit of power
should now act the same part? Bhall we now find strong and
sound minds forcing themselves to lisp mummeries, to prate, and
whisper, and juggle, and drivel, and play the church puppet,
after the fashion of the monkery of the tenth century? Few
will believe this to be possible :—it is indeed hard for any to
believe it. In an age, not of idle but of solid learning, an age
of genuine, not of vain philosophy ; in an age (be it of tae much
license and of irreligious latitude, yet) of real force and manliness,
and of rational and steady zeal ; in an age when there are, on
every side, and in the private walks of life, the possessors of high
qualities of mind and