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PREFACE

IN presenting in the vernacular a work by Francis
Spirago, one feels that no apology whatever is needed.
This is all the more apparent in view of the hearty
reception accorded his two catechetical volumes
lately given to the English-speaking world by Rev.
Fr. Clarke, S.J., and Bishop Messmer respectively.
As to the present product of his pen, its scope and
plan cannot be better set forth than in the words of
the author’s own preface.

« The great value of examples and illustrations in
teaching children and the uneducated is universally
acknowledged. The Romans used to say: Verba
movent, exempla trahent (Words influence, examples
attract). And Seneca said: Longum iter per prae-
cepta, breve et efficar per exempla (The desired end
is attained much more quickly and effectually by
means of example than by precept). The reason
of this is that examples stimulate the imitative
instinct, which is strong in most people, especially
in the young; consequently they are a powerful
factor in education. In imparting instruction, also,
examples are of no slight assistance, for they serve
to elucidate the teaching, to render the lesson inter-

esting and attractive, and keep the attention of the
v



vi PREFACE

scholar from wandering. The teacher need only
say : Now, children, I am going to tell you a pretty
story, and all eyes are forthwith fixed on him.

“In the present day, examples are more necessary
than ever, because almost all the catechisms and
manuals-of religion now in use are written in a dry, -
concise style, with no other aim apparently than
that of intellectual improvement. 'Thus unless the
catechist weaves examples into the instruction given,
the heart and the will remain untouched, and reli-
gious teaching becomes distasteful to children on
account of its being so dull. The use of appropri-
ate examples and illustrations is quite in accordance
with Our Lord’s method of teaching; we know that
He constantly taught by parables.

“JIt must not, however, be forgotten that judg-
ment is needed in the selection of examples. It is
a mistake to make use of too many, and only suita-
ble ones should be chosen. Non multa, sed multum.
Let them be few, but good. For the young, none
but the best are good enough.

«“]1. Therefore the narration of improbable oc-
currences or stories of a ludicrous and marvelous
nature, such as are unfortunately met with in some
collections of examples, should above all be avoided.
Many of these books might be entitled warnings,
not examples; since the examples are the very re-
verse of what they ought to be. In the pages of
Holy Scripture a sufficient number of glorious mira-
cles are recorded ; it would be nothing short of folly
to narrate puerile tales of supposed wonders, which
only excite laughter and awaken doubt, and bring




PREFACE vii

religion into contempt. Therefore, examples ought
to be true or at least highly probable.

«2. The anecdotes narrated should be free from
superfluous or irrelevant matter. It has a ridiculous
effect if the account of some trivial and insignificant
occurrence begins with a formal statement of the
place, the year, the day of the month when it took
place, or by the (sometimes grandiose) baptismal
and family names of the individuals concerned, the
date and place of their birth, etc. In some instances
the minutest details are entered into. When, on the
other hand, really important historical events are
related, it is well to mention date and place.

«“8. Furthermore, the examples should be inter-
esting, and of an edifying and elevating character.
If this is not so, it is tantamount to giving the chil-
dren stones instead of bread. Noble deeds, worthy of
imitation, should be proposed to them as examples.

“Some persons will perhaps say : ¢ When the exam-
ples have been once narrated, they are of no further
use.” That is a mistaken idea. Are Our Lord’s
parables, I ask, to be set on one side because they
have been already related, or read aloud in public?
Assuredly not; the Church recalls them to our re-
membrance year by year in her services. The priest
is, of course, expected not to content himself with
the simple repetition of the parables; he must ex-
pound them, choosing at one time this, at another
that, special point to be brought into prominence
and proposed for the consideration of his hearers,
and drawing practical lessons from it. In this way
he will, as Our Lord says, be ¢like to a man that is
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a householder, who bringeth forth out of his treasure
new things and old.” (Matt. xiii. 52.)

“In conclusion I may add that the examples con-
tained in this book are taken from newspapers,
schoolbooks, volumes of sermons,” and spiritual
works. They have not been copied verbatim, but
have been arranged and adapted to serve the desired
end.” '

In addition to these words of the author, suffice
it to say that, with one solitary exception, all his
examples and illustrations are given in this English
version. In bringing them into line with the Balti-
more Catechism, moreover, it was found necessary
to add about one hundred and fifty others, in order
that under each question of the Catechism at least
one appropriate anecdote or example might be placed.

JAMES J. BAXTER.
87, JAMES’ CHURCH,
BoaToxN.
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ANECDOTES AND EXAMPLES ILLUS-
TRATING THE CATECHISM

— PR O

LESSON FIRST
ON THE END OF MAN

Q. Who made the world 2
A. God made the world.

THE ASTRONOMER AND THE GLOBE

The world did not come into existence spon-
taneously. The celebrated astronomer Athanasius
Kirchner had a friend who did not believe in the
existence of God, and frequently asserted that the
orbs of heaven were self-existent. One day, when
this friend visited the astronomer, he noticed in one
corner of the room a globe which displayed the hand
of a skillful workman. ¢ Who made that globe?”
he inquired. “ No one made it,” Kirchner answered,
“it is self-made.” And when his friend seemed
angry at this answer being given him, he added:
" «If the immense orbs of heaven are self-existent,
why not this insignificant little globe?” The un-
believer looked thoughtful, and presently acknowl-
edged that he now saw that his principles were false.

8
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Q. Who ts God?
A. God is the Creator of heaven and earth, and of
all things.

THE GODLESS INNKEEPER

Those who deny God often speak against their
own conviction. Two travelers one evening ar-
rived at an inn, the landlord of which was a professed
atheist. Having taken rooms for the night, after
dinner they sat at the open window, contemplating
the starry vault of heaven and admiring the omnipo-
tence of the Creator and the beauty of His works. The
innkeeper, overhearing their conversation, laughed
at them as a couple of fools, declaring there was no
God ; all was evolved in the course of nature. Soon
afterward the travelers retired to rest, and the
landlord was not long in following their example.
In the dead of the night a fire broke out in an
adjoining house ; our host was awakened by the
barking of dogs and the glare of the conflagration.
Hurrying out, he was seen to throw up his arms,
and, looking up to heaven, he cried, “ O merciful
God, spare my house; do not let it be burned
down !” By this time the travelers also were
awake, and, hearing him, they called out: * Yester-
day you declared there was no God; now you are
imploring His help. It is not likely that He will
grant your prayer; on the contrary, He will punish
you for your impious denial of Him.” So it came
to pass, for very shortly afterward the inn, too, was
in flames. Even atheists call upon God when they
are in trouble.
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Q. What is man?
A. Man i8 a creature composed of body and soul,
and made to the image and likeness of God.

THE SoUuL AND THE UNDERSTANDING

Without a soul we should have no understanding.
Every man has a soul, although the soul cannot
be seen. Amongst a company of friends the con-
versation turned upon the soul of man. While this
subject was under discussion one of those present
said to his neighbor: “ You have no soul.” The
one thus addressed asked, “ Why do you say I have
no soul?” His interlocutor rejoined: ¢ Because I
cannot see it.” «“If that is so,” the other replied,
“you have no intellect.” “I have no intellect !
What makes you say that ?” his friend inquired, in
a surprised, almost angry tone. ¢ Because I cannot
see your intellect,” was the answer, “and certainly
you give no proof of understanding if you deny the
existence of your soul.”

Q. I this likeness in the body or in the soul 2
A. This likeness is chiefly in the soul.

THE MARTYR’S LAsT WORD

The,life of the soul cannot be destroyed. A holy
mariyr, named Philemon, who suffered death for the
faith of Christ during the reign of the Emperor
Constantine, gave the pagan judge who condemned
him an explanation of Our Lord’s words: ¢Fear
ye not them that kill the body, and are not able to
kill the soul,” in the following manner: Philemon,
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together with several other Christians, had been ar-
rested by order of the governor of a town in Egypt,
and brought before the judge, who threatened to put
them to terrible torture if they would not renounce
the faith and deny Christ. Thereupon Philemon
begged the judge to give him permission to speak ;
he had an important communication to make to him.
Having received permission, he further asked that a
large brass vessel might be brought, and a little child
also. This being done, he placed the child in the
vessel, and closed the lid ; he then requested some
archers to discharge their arrows at the vessel. All
the arrows naturally rebounded from it, and fell to
the ground. Immediately Philemon removed the
lid and lifted out the child. <« See,” he said, ¢ this
child is unharmed by all the arrows aimed at him.
So it is with us Christians. Our body is like this
brass vessel ; the soul is contained within it, as the
child was in the vessel. You may, O judge, torture
and kill our body, but you cannot injure, much less
destroy, the soul.” The Christian hero was forth-
with led out to death with his co-religionists.

Q. How is the soul like to Grod ?
A. The soul i8 like Grod because it i3 a spirit that
will never die, and has understanding and free will.

THE PHYSICIAN’S' VISION

The soul of man is immortal. St. Augustine
relates the manner in which a God-fearing physi-
cian in Carthage, named Gennadius, was divinely
instructed concerning the immortality of the soul.
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The good man doubted whether there was a future
life ; he thought man’s existence ended at death.
One night he had this dream. He thought he saw
a youth standing before him in shining garments,
who looked fixedly at him, and asked: “ Are you
asleep or awake?” The physician answered: «I
am asleep.” “Can you see me ?” his nocturnal vis-
itor inquired. «Yes, I see you,” was the reply.
“ How do you see me ?” was the next query; “do
you see me with your eyes?” «“I do not see you
with my eyes; I do not know in what way I see you,”
the physician answered. ‘Do you hear me ?” the
youth said. ¢« Yes, I hear you.” *How do youhear
me ; do you hear me with your ears ?” the youth pur-
sued. “I do not hear you with my ears; I do not
know by what means I hear you,” was the answer.
“ Are you speaking now ? ” the youth again inquired.
“Yes, I am speaking.” ¢“How are you speaking ;
are you speaking by your mouth?” «“] am not
speaking with my lips ; I know not wherewith I am
speaking,” replied the physician. Thereupon the
angel spoke thus to him: ¢“The action of your
senses is now suspended, yet you see, hear, and speak ;
a time will come when your senses will be rendered
_ totally incapable of action by the hand of death, and
yet you will be able to see, to hear, to speak, and to
feel.” Then the angel vanished, and the physician
awoke. From that day forth he was troubled with
no doubts, but firmly believed in the existence of the
soul after the death of the body. The soul, in fact,
is a prisoner in the body, but so unfettered that
when the prison falls, the prisoner goes free.
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Q. Why did God make you?

A. God made me to know Him, to love Him, and to
serve Him in this world, and to be happy with Him
Jorever in the next.

TueE FisH ouT OF WATER

Without the knowledge of God the heart has no
true peace. A certain fisherman one day caught a
great number of fish. Ashe was a good sort of man,
he picked out the largest fish to take as a present to
his parish priest. The fish was still alive. when he
brought. it to the presbytery and laid it on the
ground. All at once it began to flap with its tail, to
flounder and twist itself about incessantly. The
priest made use of the occasion to draw a lesson for
the bystanders. ¢See,” he said, “ how that urfor-
tunate creature wriggles and flounders about; it
wants to return to its element, which is water. It
cannot be happy unless it is in the water. So it is
with us men. We are made for God, and as soon as
we depart from God we are unhappy and ill at ease.”
St. Augustine says truly : “Our heart cannot rest
until it rests in Thee, O God.”

THE BLASPHEMER AND THBE MONK"

No one can be saved without exertion on his part.
Some foolish people assert that no man can influence
his destiny. A Franciscan monk, Duns Scotus by
name, was one day walking alongside a field where.
a laborer was at work, cursing and swearing all the
time. The monk begged him to desist, telling him
if he used such bad language he would surely go to
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hell. The man answered: “If God has decreed
that I shall go to hell, no-prayers will avail me any-
thing ; if He has decreed that I shall go to heaven,
1 shall be saved, however much I curse and swear.”
“If so,”” the priest rejoined, *I cannot understand
why you are plowing this field. For if God has
decreed that you shall have a good crop, you will
have one although you do not cultivate your land :
but if He has decreed that the harvest shall fail, all
your labor will be in vain.” The peasant-replied
that if he did not till the ground there would cer-
tainly be no harvest. The priest smiled, and said :
“There, you have just reversed your former argu-
ment.” Thus the man’s eyes were opened to the
falsity of fatalism.

Q. Of which must we take more care, our soul or
our body 2 '

A. We must take more care of our soul than of our
body.

AND THEN?

A student once came to St. Philip Neri and asked
him for an alms. The saint gave it to him, at the
same time inquiring what he was going to be. The
student replied, “I am going to be a barrister.”
 The saint asked: «“ And what then?” The young
man replied : «I shall earn a good deal by my per-
suasive tongue.” <“And then?” the saint again
asked. “ Why then I shall enjoy & comfortable com-
petence in my old age.” “And then ?” the saint
rejoined. Thereupon the young man’s countenance
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clouded over, and he said sadly : «Then of course
at last I must die.” “And then?” the saint once
more repeated. The young man did not answer a
word, but went away with downcast looks. The
words, “ And then?” —sounded incessantly in his
ears ; he could not get them out of his mind. They
made a pious and virtuous man of him later on.

THE THREE MIRRORS

There is no real beauty without virtue. A schoo.-
girl, writing home, asked her mother to send her a
looking-glass. Her mother, a sensible and Christian
lady, when she answered the letter, said : “I am
sending you a parcel by post in which are three
mirrors. The first will show you to yourself as you
are ; the second will show you what you will be ;
the third will show you what you ought to be.”
When the box arrived, the girl opened it with curi-
osity ; the first thing she took out wus an ordinary
looking-glass ; then there was the representation of
a skull; below both of these was a beautiful statuette
of Our Lady. Thus the pious mother sought to
impress upon her daughter’s mind that personal
beauty is transitory and is effaced by the hand of
death ; and for this reason a maiden ought to imitate
the virtues of the Mother of God, since thus alone
will she attain true loveliness, a beauty which does not
pass away with this mortal life, — the beauty of the
soul, which lasts eternally. - Favor is deceitful and
beauty is vain, says Holy Writ. I am black but
beautiful, for the beauty of the King’s daughter is
from within.
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Q. Why must we take more care of our soul than of
our body ?

A. We must take more care of our soul than of our
body, because in losing our soul we lose Glod and ever-
lasting happiness.

DI10GENES AND THE THREE SESTERTII

Man must not forget his highest and final end.
Once upon a time Diogenes, the Grecian sage, set up
a tent in the market-place at Athens, and wrote up
outside it: *“ Wisdom is sold here.” A gentleman,
seeing this notice, laughed heartily at it, and calling
one of hisservants, he gave him three sestertii (twelve
cents) and said to him : “Go and ask that braggart
how much wisdom he will let you have for three
sestertii.” The servant went as he was desired,
handed the money to Diogenes, and delivered his
master’s message. Diogenes pocketed the three
sestertii, and said: “Tell this to your master: ¢In
all your actions look to the end.”” The gentleman
approved so highly of this axiom, when it was repeated
to him, that he caused it to be inscribed in letters of
gold over the entrance to his house, that both he him-
self and every one who entered might be reminded
of the end of life. Now, no one ever reminded us
mortals of the highest end and aim of our existence
more frequently and more forcibly than Jesus Christ
did. Would that every Christian kept his eyes
constantly fixed upon his final end! Everlasting
happiness — our last end — should be the guid-
ing star of our existence, the lodestone of all our
affections.



13 THE END OF MAN

THE Most BEAUTIFUL HAND

Virtue renders man fair in God’s sight. A party
of ladies were exhibiting and comparing their.hands,
questioning which among them had the most beauti-
ful hand. They appealed to a gentleman who was
sitting at table with them, to decide the momentous
point. He looked at the hands of all the ladies
in succession, and then declared himself unable to
give judgment. “I ought to ask the poor, before
giving preference to any,” he said. *“The love-
liest hand is the one which dispenses alms most
freely; the most bountiful is the most beautiful.”
There 'is no real beauty without virtue.

Q. What must we do to save our souls ?

A. To save our souls, we must worship God by faith,
. hope, and charity ; that {8, we must believe in Him, hope
in Him, and love Him with all our heart.

THE WiSE KiNg

The inhabitants of a certain city in Greece had —
the legend relates — the singular custom of electing
anew king every year, and not one of their fellow-
countrymen, but a foreigner who was unacquainted
with their manners and customs. The people actually
imagined that it would be to their advantage to have

.a fresh ruler every year. Almost all the kings in
turn spent their year of rulership in riotous living ;
but as soon as the twelve months were ended, they
were seized by the citizens and transferred to a barren
island, where there was neither food nor shelter to be
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found, and where consequently they perished miser-
ably. Atlength a king was elected who was far more
prudent than all his predecessors on the throne. He
bribed some of the people to tell him what really
became of the kings who were deposed at the end of
a year. On learning what was the fate that awaited
him, he took care to send a good store of provisions
with ships and armed men to the island. The year
came to an end, and he met with the same treatment
as those who reigned before him : the citizens arrested
him and conveyed him by force to the island. But
on landing there, he found all that he had sent on
beforehand ; he reémbarked on the vessels, and tak-
ing the soldiers with him, set sail for the place
whence he had come. On arriving he put to death
the men who had arrested and banished him, and
held uncontested sway over the land for many years.

Those unfortunate rulers who at the expiration of
their year of regal authority perished on the barren
island, represent those individuals who, during their
lifetime, never think of the end of life, but only of
earthly possessions and earthly pleasures. When the
relentless hand of death removes them to another
world, their destiny is eternal misery. Now those )
persons who during their lifetime obey the precepts
of religion and lay up a store of good works are like
‘the wise king ; when death comes the evil enemy
cannot harm them, and after death fresh joys await
them.
~ A DAy Lost

We ought to employ our time in good works. The
Roman Emperor Titus deserved to be called by the
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Romans, “the charity and delight of humanity ” on
account of his great kindness of heart. Whenever
this emperor, looking back, of an evening, on a day
that was past, perceived that in its course he had not
given anything away in alms, he said: “I have lost a
day” (diem perdidi). So we may say the day has been
lost to us in which we have performed not a single
good work. For this reason Christ bids us : «“ Work.”

. AN ABBOT AND A KING IN THE CHASE

The kingdom of heaven suffereth violence. He
who will be saved must exert himself to the utmost.
The Abbot Zeno impressed this truth on one of the
mighty ones of the earth. The abbot, who lived
and served God in the desert, one dcy met a man
whose dress betokened him to be of high rank. It
was in fact the king of Macedonia ; in his hand he
carried a weapon. Seeing the abbot, he inquired
of him what he was doing there in the wilderness.
Zeno replied with another question: *“ What are you
doing here ?” The king answered : «It is the chase
brings me here.” «“I too,” the abbot rejoined, “am

., here in the chase ; I seek after God, and I will not

rest until I find Him and possess Him for all
eternity.”

Q. How shall we know the things which we are to
believe ?
A. We shall know the things which we are to believe
Jrom the Catholic Church, through which God speaks
to us.
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THE UNBELIEVING FATHER AT HIS SON’S DEATH-
BED .

The religious man is better off than the ungodly.
A good boy, his father’s darling, was very ill and
given over by the doctors. His father, who had often
told the boy that there was nothing after death, came
to his bedside as he lay dying. The boy said to him:
“Tell me, father, am I to believe what you taught
me, or am I to believe what mother taught me?”
On hearing his son say this, the father’s eyes filled
with tears. ¢“My dear boy,” he replied, “believe
what your mother taught you. What I said is not
as certain as that which she told you.” The loyal
child of the Church, who believes all that the Church
proposes to him to be believed, enjoys far more
security than the man who does not care about re-
ligion and has no beliefs.

THE ATHEIST AND THE CHRISTIAN

An unbeliever said once to a good and faithful
Catholic : “ O unhappy Christian! How terribly
you will find you have been deceived, if heaven is
only a fable!” The Catholic answered: “O un-
happy atheist! How terribly you will find you
have been deceived, when you discover that hell is
no fictitious place.”

Q. Where shall we find the chief truths which the
Church teaches ?

A. We shall find the chief truths which the Church
teaches in the Aposties’ Creed.
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ST. ANTONY AND THE IMPERIAL MISSIVE

Holy Scripture is a Ietter written by God to man
St. Antony the Hermit (}356), who lived in the
Thebaid desert in Egypt, one day received a letter
from the Emperor Constantine the Great. His
disciples were much struck by the honor conferred
upon him by the fact that the emperor should send
him an autograph letter. But the saint said: “ You
. should rather be astonished that Our Lord God, the
King of kings, has sent a letter to us poor mortals —
I mean Holy Scripture.”

THE PROTESTANT'S BIBLE

If it were not for tradition we should not know
which books of the Scripture are canonical. A
Catholic and a Protestant were engaged in a
disputation concerning the necessity of tradition.
The Protestant maintained that the whole of di-
vinely revealed truth was contained in Holy Secrip-
ture; thus tradition was superfluous and valueléss.
“Give me your Bible,” the Catholic said, “and I
will prove to you that tradition cannot be dispensed
with.” Thereupon the Protestant brought his Bihle.
The Catholic turned over the pages awhile, then he
said: “I meant Holy Scripture, if you please, not
this book of fables.” ¢ Fables!” the Protestant in-
dignantly exclaimed ; *“why, that is the Scripture!”
“ How do you know that it really is Holy Scripture? ”
the other inquired. “I know it from my father,”
the Protestant replied, “ and all my forefathers, who
for eighteen centuries have venerated it as divinely
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inspired.” ¢ There,” retorted the Catholioc, with a
smile, “after all, you are obliged to appeal to tra-
dition, though at first you rejected its authority!™
St. Augustine remarks very justly, “I should not recog-
nize the authenticity of Holy Secripture if respect for
the Church’s authority did nét require me to do so.”

Q. Say the Apostles’ Creed.
_A. I believe in God, ete.

THE WoULD-BE GODFATHER

No one gives what he has not. A certain man,
who, as a boy, had devoted more time to mischief
than to the catechism, was asked to stand godfather
for a neighbor’s child. He gladly consented, and on
the appointed evening arrayed himself in his best
attire and brought along a rich present for the baby
and a generous offering for the priest. The god-
mother was a little girl as bright as she was good,
who but a short time before had received her first
communion and confirmation. When the priest
arrived at that part of the ceremony where, address-
ing the sponsors, he says: *Please recite the Apos-
tles’ Creed,” the man began, stammered, hesitated,
and broke down, while the little girl went through
to the end. As many friends had accompanied them
to the church, the would-be godfather was over-
whelmed with shame, nor was his confusion lessened
when the priest, turning to him, said: “ My friend,
in the early ages of the Church a knowledge of the
Creed was the test of Christianity, and according to
that test you are still a heathen. As no one can
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give to another what he himself does not possess, I
am obliged to ask some one else to take the respon-
sibility of this child’s religious training.” So say-
ing, he bade the man be seated, and as no one else
of the male sex was present, the priest himself acted
a8 godfather. The godimother’s elder sister, to whom
the man was engaged to be married, soon afterward
broke off the engagement. From this we learn how
important it is to be well grounded in Christian doc-
trine, for our own sake and that we may be able to
transmit it to others. :



LESSON SECOND
ON GOD AND HIS PERFECTIONS

Q. WRhat is God?
A. God is a spirit infinitely perfect.

TrE KING AND THE PHILOSOPHER

It is impossible for man exactly to define the nature
of God. Nero, the tyrant of Syracuse, one day sum-
moned the philosopher Simonides to his presence and
asked him what God actually was. The philosopher
said he must have a day for reflection before answer-
ing the question. At the end of the day he asked
for two days more, and when that time had expired
he agked for four days’ respite. Thus he continued
to postpone giving an answer for a longer and longer
period, until the king inquired the reason why he
did so. Then the sage replied : * The longer I medi-
tate upon this mysterious subject, the more I find it
involved in obseurity.” Our finite understanding
cannot comprehend the infinite. It was truly said:
“No man can comprehend what God is unless he
himself is a partaker of His nature.”

Q. Had God a beginning 2
A. God had no beginning; He always was and He

always will be.
19
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THE NEGRO CATECHUMEN

A simple, unlettered colored man was under in-
struction for Baptism. After a long course of train-
ing, the priest ventured a few questions as a test of
progress. * Now, my friend,” said he, “ who made
you?” ¢ God made me,” was the prompt answer.
«“ And,” continued the priest, “ who made God ?”
A look of doubt and dismay passed over the man’s
countenance, but with native readiness he presently
leaned forward and whispered confidentially, «“Father,
that question has puzzled me all my life.” With a
laugh at his naive simplicity, the priest proceeded
to enlighten him thus: *“ God is eternal. Two me
died, Dives and Lazarus, and Lazarus was taken up
to Abraham’s bosom, and Dives was buried in hell.
And Dives begged God to allow Lazarus to give him
one drop of water. Now, suppose God had done so,
and Lazarus were permitted to place one drop on
Dives’ tongue every million years, until all the
water on the earth had been used up, would that
time equal eternity? No, eternity would have
scarcely begun. And suppose Dives were then
every million years to shed one tear over his sad fate
until all the lakes, seas, and oceans of the earth were
restored, would that time joined to the former equal
eternity ? No. If Lazarus’ mercy and Dives’ grief
were ‘repeated over a million times, eternity would
still be in its infancy. Now, my friend, what is the
measure of God’s existence ?” The man answered :
“ Father, I reckon God is eternal; that He always.
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was and always will bu; that He never had a begin-
ning and never will have an end.”

Q. Where is God?
A. God is everywhere.

THE MARVELS OF ASTRONOMY

The ubiquity and omnipotence of God are dis.
played in the wonders of creation. Consider, first
of all, the immense size of the heavenly bodies. Our
earth is certainly a huge globe; it is more than
10,000 miles in circumference. An express train,
running at the rate of 20 miles an hour, would take
three weeks to form the circuit of the earth. The
sun is a far larger sphere; its diameter is more than
a hundred times greater than the diameter of the
earth. The sun would make a million and a half of
such globes as our earth. And yet there are other
orbs in comparison with which our sun is a mere
grain of sand. :

Furthermore, let us consider the enormous distance
of the heavenly bodies. It is computed that our earth
is 92,000,000 miles distant from the sun. A cannon-
ball, fired from the earth, would, provided it traveled
all the way at the same rate of speed, take 25 years
to reach the sun. Light, which travels 186,000 miles
in a’second, takes eight minutes to traverse the dis-
tance that separates our earth from the sun. There
are some stars, the light of which does not reach us
for years, or even centuries. The light of the polar
star takes 60 years on its way to our earth.

The. space of the universe is inconceivably vast.
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Our solar system, to which eight greater and about
280 lesser planets belong, is but an isolated group
in immeasurable space. The planet Neptune, the
farthest from the sun, is more than 1,200,000,000
miles distant from it. Thus the group of orbs ap-
pertaining to our solar system is fairly extensive.
Yet there are millions of other similar systems of far
greater magnitude than ours, for the sixty million
fixed stars which are visible in the heavens are all of
them suns, round which other orbs revolve. And
how many more millions of suns may there not be,
which are invisible to our eye! The interval is so
enormous from our solar system to the nearest star
that there is room for thousands of similar systems
in the intervening space. Imagine yourself standing
at the north pole, and the sun ds a pea held in your
hand, and the distance between you and the south
pole would be much the same as that which separates
our solar system from the star nearest to it.

Q. If God is everywhere, why do we not see Him?
A. We do not see God, because He is a pure spirit
and cannot be seen with bodily eyes.

THE Two SERVANTS WHO WERE LEFT WITHOUT
SUPERVISION

Religious beliefs make people conscientious. Two
servants, one a Christian, the other a total unbeliever,
were in the employ of one and the selfsame master.
On one occasion their master left home ; thereupon
the unbelieving servant said: ¢ Master is gone away
now, so we need not go on working.” His Christian
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fellow-servant answered: “ My Master is not gone
away ; He looks down on me from heaven.” While
the unbeliever idled away his time, the Christian
went on with his work industriously. Hence we see
that religion makes a man conscientious. The fol-
lowing remark of a modern author is very true:
* The most elaborate system of police is no substi-
tute for the simple catechism taught in our schools.”

Q. Does God see us?
A. God sees us and watches over us.

TeHE REscUE or Two FUGITIVES

Many singular occurrences in the life of devout
persons afford indisputable proof of the operation of
Divine Providence. St. Jerome relates the following
remarkable incident in the life of a hermit, which he
heard from the lips of the hermit in question, whose
name was Malchus. This man asked and obtained
permission from his superior to visit his aged mother,
who lay at the point of death. On the way to the
place where she lived, he was attacked by robbers
(Saracens), taken prisoner, and sold to an Arab as a
slave. Luckily for him he had a fellow-slave who
was also a Christian and a good, pious man. The two
slaves were cruelly treated and had hard, toilsome
work laid upon them. They therefore were desirous
of regaining their liberty by flight. One day, a favor-
able opportunity having presented itself, they took
advantage of it to make their escape, and actually
succeeded in reaching the desert without their ab-
sence being perceived. They had already gone a con-
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siderable distance, when, looking back, they noticed
a cloud of dust a long way off, which rapidly drew
nearer ; presently they were able to descery two
armed men on dromedaries, who were gaining on
them fast. It was evident that their master was com-
ing in pursuit of them with his servant; in terror
they looked around, to see if there was no place at
hand where they could conceal themselves. Some-
what farther they caught sight of a cleft in a rock,
which appeared to be the entrance to a cavern.
Thither they fled with the utmost speed. As the
passage beneath the rock seemed very long, they were
afraid to venture far, and therefore crouched in a
corner near the entrance. A few minutes later their
pursuers reached the cavern, and, halting before it,
with loud shouts and terrible threats called on the
fugitives to come out. Asno answer came, the master
sent his servant into the cavern, to drive out the two
men at the sword’s point. The servant penetrated.
a long way into the cavern, making a great noise as
he went. Suddenly a lioness sprang upon him out
of the background, killed him, and dragged him away
to her den. The Arab waiting outside grew im-
patient at the non-appearance of his servant, and,
dismounting from his dromedary, entered the cavern
himself, uttering oaths and curses. The lioness
sprang upon him also, killing him with a single blow
of her paw. The two fugitives hidden in the cleft
trembled with fear, thinking they would be the next
victims. But matters took an unexpected turn. The
lioness apparently thought her den was not a suffi-
ciently safe spot for her young, for she carried one cub
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after another out of the cavern in her mouth, and
then disappeared -altogether. 'When evening came
the monk and his companion ventured out of their
hiding-place, and to their great delight found the two
dromedaries lying close by, patiently waiting for their
master’sreturn. With them was also an ample supply
of very acceptable viands. With tears of gratitude
to almighty God for their wonderful deliverance, the
fugitives mounted the dromedaries and in a day or
two reached a Roman camp, where they were kindly
received and entertained. There they took leave of
each other, and departed to their respective homes.
In cases such as this we may quote the words of
David: ¢ This is the Lord’s doing, and it is wonder-
ful in our eyes.”

THE PEARL NECKLACE

God often brings good out of evil. A certain prin-
cess, accompanied by her two daughters, was once
driving to a wedding, which was to be celebrated in
a neighboring castle. The three ladies were very
elegantly attired and wore a great many jewels and
gold ornaments. The road they had to take lay
through a forest ; just as they entered this forest the
coachman, who was driving very fast, went rather too
near a tree, the drooping branches of which brushed
the occupants of the carriage. One of the branches
caught a string of pearls which one of the young
ladies wore round her neck, and broke the cord so that
the pearls were all scattered. The girl cried out in
dismay, and, the carriage was stopped while the ser-
vants went back to search for the pearls. They were
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scattered along the road, so that it took nearly an hour
to find them. The ladies were terribly vexed at this
accident, for it would make them too late for the wed-
ding. Just as they were starting afresh, a woodcut-
ter came running out of the forest. “Thank God,”
he said, “ that you have got no farther. A gang of
robbers is lying in wait for you. I overheard them
arranging their plans and came as fast as I could by

" & roundabout way in the hope of warning you of the
danger.” The princess rewarded the woodcutter
liberally, and ordered the coachman to drive back
home. Thus we see that what we reckon as a mis-
fortune often proves in God’s wise councils to be the
very reverse.

Q. Does God know all things 2
A. God knows all things, even our most secret thoughts,
words, and actions. ’

THE BOoy AND THE APPLES

The remembrance of God’s omniscience acts as a
deterrent from sin. A boy was sent by his father to
a neighboring cottage to deliver a message. When
he went into the room he found no one there. but
on the table there stood a basket filled with most
tempting apples. While the boy was waiting, some-
thing seemed to whisper to him, “ Take one of those
nice apples. No one sees you.” But the boy said
aloud, “ No, I will not take one, for God sees me.”
At that moment a man of whose presence he was
unaware came out from behind a screen, and said:
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“You are a good lad, for you have the fear of God be-
fore your eyes. Take as many apples as you like; you
are welcome to them.” Had the boy not resisted the
temptation to steal, he would probabBly have been
punished. How useful the remembrance of God's
omniscience ; it deters from sin and averts the con-
sequences of sin.

THE BAG OF PEARLS

A traveler having lost his way in the desert,
wandered about for two days and nights without
anything to eat or drink. Ag length he reached a
tree, beside which a clear spring welled up. He
quenched his thirst with a draught of water, but to
his disappointment there was not a single fruit upon
the tree. Close to the spring, however, lay a small
bag ; he took it up and gave thanks to God, for
apparently it was full of pease which some former
traveler had .left there. But a fresh disappointment
awaited him, for on opening the bag he found it eon-
tained a number of valuable pearls worth a large
sum of money, yet useless to him, as they could not
appease his hunger. Kneeling on the ground, he
besought almighty God to come to his aid. Before
long he descried a man mounted on a camel, coming
towards him with all speed. This was the owner of
the pearls, who had left them lying beside the spring.
His joy at recovering his lost property was indescrib-
able. He took compassion on the famished traveler.
gave him bread and dates,and took him upon his
camel. He too was a Christian, for he said : « Here
we see the good providence of God. He caused me
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to forget my bag of pearls that.I might, by returning
to-the spot where I left them, be instrumental in sav-
ing your life.” God does truly dispose of events in
a wonderful manner. ' S

Q. Can God do all things?
A. God can do all things, and nothing 18 hard or
tmpossible to Him.

‘A SPIpER’S WEB- SAVES A MAN’s LIFE -

. It ig adivine prerogative to render assistance when
need is greatest, by employing the most insignificant
means. The saintly priest Felix of Nola (}310),
when flying from his enemies whose purpose was to
put him to torture, sought shelter in a hollow place
formed by a ruined wall. No sooner had he concealed
himself there than a spider spun a web over the hole
through which he had crept into his hiding-place.
When ' his pursuers came up, they were going to
search the cavity, but on perceiving the spider’s web
they desisted, as they deemed it impossible that any
one could have taken refuge there. Thus God knows
how to maketuse of the humblest, simplest instru-
ments to.effect His purposes without working a mir-
acle. - This is beautifully expressed by St. Paulinus:
% When God helps us, a spider’s web becomes a pro-
tecting ‘wall’; without His help, a wall is no more
protection than a spider’s web.”

Q. Is God just, holy, and merciful 2
A. God s all just, all holy, all merciful, as He s
tnfinitely perfect. ‘
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THE EMPEROR JOSEPH II INCOGNITO

The knowledge of God is essential to uprightness
of life. The Emperor Joseph II (§1790) was in the
habit of frequently moving among the people, in order
to acquaint himself thoroughly with their circum-
stances and particularly with their needs. One
year, when there was a famine in Bohemia, he sent
a large quantity of corn, to be distributed to the
poorer class of inhabitants. Almost immediately after
‘this consignment had been sent off, he hastened to
Bohemia himself, in order to convince himself that
his instructions concerning the relief of the poor had
been followed. Journeying incognito, he stopped at
one of the small towns, where he found several wag-
ons loaded with corn standing before the town hall.
The emperor entered into conversation with some of
the bystanders, and from them he learned that the
wagons had been waiting there for hours because
the official charged with the distribution of the grain
had not put in an appearance. Thereupon the
emperor in his civilian’s dress went to the res-
idence of the official in question, and called him to
account for keeping the people waiting so long. The
man replied : “ You have no business to teach me my
duty ; I know very well what I have to do.” - Then
the emperor unbuttoned his coat, and, showing the
decorations on his breast, said : «I, who speak to you,
am your emperor. By my imperial authority you
are deposed from your post, and you have nothing
more to do with the distribution of the corn.” Call-
. ing another official, the emperor appointed him to fill
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the place of the man who was deposed and who
turned pale with terror and dismay. Would that
“man have been so insolent to the emperor if he had
known who he was? Assuredly not. Nor would
men offend God as they do by mortal sin, did they
realize how great and how holy He is.



LESSON THIRD
ON THE UNRITY AND TRINITY OF GOD

Q. Is there but one God ?
A. Yes; there ts but one God.

WHO MADE THE DEVILS?

A body of heretics, called the Manichees, taught
that there are two Gods, one the author of good and
the other the author of evil. A priest in catechism
class asked : “ Who made the angels?” ¢God,”
answered the children in a moment. *And who made
the devils ?” he continued. No one liked to say
that God made the devils, so all looked at each other
and were silent. At length a little girl ventured to
say: “ Father, God made the angels, and some of
the angels made themselves devils.” She was quite
right ; all that is good is from the Creator, but all
the evil is the creatures’ very own.

Q. Why can there be but one Grod 2
A. There can be but one God because God, being
supreme and infinite, cannot have an equal.

A LESSON IN GRAMMAR

A school-teacher was giving her class a lesson in
grammar. * Adjectives,” she said, *“have three de-
31
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grees, positive, comparative, and superlative; as, for
example, high, higher, highest. Of the steeples in
our city, all are high, some are higher than the
others, but one only is the highest.” So it is with
God. He exists in the superlative degree, and how-
* ever many degrees of dignity, perfection, or power
there may be below Him, He alone is, and He alone
can be, Glod in the highest.

Q. How many persons are there in God 2

A. In God there are three Divine Persons, really dis-
tinct, and equal in all things— the Father, the Son, and
the Holy Ghost.

ST. CLARE OF MONTEFALCO

This virgin, a religious of the Order of Hermits
of St. Augustine, died in 1308. So remarkable was
she for her devotion to the Holy Trinity, that she
was said to bear a representation of it in her heart.
After her death, the vicar-general of Spoleto and
three physicians visited by permission her tomb, and
opening her breast, found in the heart three little
round balls, the size of hazelnuts, of the same weight,
size, and color, which put all together weighed as
much as each by itself, and each one separate was
exactly the same weight as the other two together.
Thus in the heart of this virgin was marvelously
represented the mystery of the most Holy Trinity. -

Q. Is the Father God 2
A. The Father is God, and the first Person of the
Blessed Trinity.
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THE PEASANT AND THE PRINCE

A peasant proprietor had lost all that he possessed
through a fire. Hayricks and barns were burned
down, and as nothing was insured, the man was re-
duced to beggary. One day by his wife’s advice he
went to ask help from a nobleman who had a man-
sion in the vicinity and who was known to be very
liberal toward the poor. The man intended to tell
him of the misfortune that had befallen him, and ask
for an alms. But when he got near the house, an un-
accountable timidity took possession of him. He felt
shy of entering the prince’s presence, not knowing
by what title to address him. Was he tosay, “ Your
Grace,” or “ Your Excellency,” or “ My Lord”? He
went over all the titles he could think of, but could
not decide which was the correct one. At last he
was so afraid of offending the nobleman by address-
ing him by the wrong title, that he turned away
from the door and went back home. On his way he
passed ‘a church and went in. Kneeling down he
devoutly said an Our Father, entreating God to assist
him in his distress. As he prayed, the thought came
into his mind : how simple is the title we give al-
mighty God. When one speaks to Him one does not.
feel shy or embarrassed. And again, as he walked
home, he repeated the Our Father. On reaching
his own house he found to his delight that the assist-
ance he had implored of God had already been
granted to him. His wife handed him a considerable
sum of money, a collection to which the nobleman
had largely contributed.
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Q. Is the Som God?
A. The Son is God and the second Person of the
Blessed Trinity. ' '

! \
THE DEATH OF ARIUS

About three hundred years after the time of Our
Lord, Arius, a priest of Constantinople, began to
teach that Christ was not God. He gained many
followers, but he and his heresy were condemned in
the Council of Niceea. Later, however, the Emperor
Constantine espoused his cause and ordered the
Bishop of Constantinople to restore him to the com-
munion of the Church. The bishop was helpless,
and could only beg God to avert such a scandal.
Nor did God refuse his petition. ~When Arius with
his followers came in joyful procession to the cathe-
dral door, the heretic was suddenly seized with
dreadful spasms, and having fled to a private room
for relief, he remained so long that his friends went
in search of him. They found him in the closet,
livid and dead, the floor strewn with his blood and
intestines. His body had burst asunder like that of
the traitor Judas.

Q. Is the Holy Ghost God?
A. The Holy Ghost is God and the third Person
of the Blessed Trinity.

A SEASONABLE TEXT

In the sixth century there lived in Spain, Leo-
vigild, King of the Visigoths. This king, while be-
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lieving in the Father and the Son, rejected the di-
vinity of the Holy Ghost. But St. Gregory, Bishop
of Tours, hearing of it, wrote him thus : “Prince, as
you do not believe in the divinity of God the Holy
Ghost, will you explain to me why St. Peter said
to Ananias: ¢ Why hath Satan tempted thy heart
that thou shouldst lie to the Holy Ghost? . . .
Thou hast not lied to men, but to God.”” This
argument was too much for the king. He then
and there acknowledged his error and renounced
his heresy.

Q. What do you mean by the Blessed Trinity ?
A. By the Blessed Trinity I mean one God in
three Divine Persons.

ST. PATRICK AND THE SHAMROCK

About four hundred years after Our Lord, St.
Patrick was sent by the Pope to convert Ireland
from paganism. He arrived on Easter Sunday at
Tara, and forthwith proceeded to preach Christianity
to the king and his assembled people. To illustrate
the mystery of the Trinity he stooped and plucked
a sprig of shamrock, and said: * Behold this little
plant which bears on one stalk three small leaves,
the exact copy and resemblance of one another.
They are distinct and yet one, for they form but
one sprig and rest on one stalk. So too the God I
preach to you is one in nature and three in person,
the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, each equally God,
but possessing one undivided Godhead.” Ever since
the Irish people have loved and cherished this little



36 THE UNITY AND TRINITY OF GOD

plant and have adopted it as the fittest emblem -of
their country and their faith.

Q Are the three Divine Peraom equal in all
things 2

A. The three Divine Persons are equal in all
things.

THE DoxoLoGY, .

- Cardinal Bona thinks that the first part of the
Doxology or “Glory be to the Father,” etc, was
composed by the apostles themselves. The Council
of Vaison, 529 A.p., was the first to ordain the
singing of it at the end of each psalm. The second
part, “ As it was in the beginning,” etc., was added
by the Council of Nicza in 325 as an offset to an
Arian heresy. As often as the Doxology is re-
cited, the head should be bowed in adoration of the
mystery of the Trinity.

Q. Are the three Divine Persons one and the same
God?

A. The three Divine Persons are one and the same
God, having one and the same divine nature and sub-
stance.

THE CONDUCTOR AND THE LAWYER

On a street car an infidel lawyer noticed the con-
ductor raise his hat on passing a church or when-
ever a priest got aboard. To show his smartness, he
asked the man why he did so. The conductor re-
plied that he did so in honor of the Blessed Sacra-
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ment. “And I suppose,” continued the lawyer,
“ you even believe in the Trinity. Can you explain
the Trinity?” The conductor answered: “I be-
lieve in the mystery most assuredly, but I cannot
explain it. But can you explain to me how you
move your finger?” ¢«Because I will it,” rejoined
the lawyer. “ Why, then,” demanded the conductor,
“ cannot you will to move your ears?” The lawyer
was confounded, and hastened to leave the car, when
the conductor, turning to another passenger, said :
“I. declare I feared he would beat my argument by
moving his ears, for a man who will only believe
what he can see and understand is iittle better than
an ass.”

Q. Can we fully understand how the three Divine
Persons are one and the same Grod ?

A. We cannot fully understand how the three Divine
Persons are one and the same God, because this is a
mystery.

ST. AUGUSTINE AND THE SEA

The mystery of the Trinity is incomprehensible.
The following aneedote is related of St. Augustine,
the great theologian and Doctor of the Church.
For many nights and days he had been meditating
on the mystery of the Holy Trinity ; he was of
the opinion that one must at length attain thorough
knowledge and understanding of the doctrine. One
day he was walking on the sea-shore, pondering on
this subject, when he saw a little boy who was en-
gaged in carrying some of the sea-water in a shell
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to a trench which he had dug. St. Augustine
stopped and asked the child what he was doing. He
answered: “I want to empty all the water of the
ocean into this pit.” The saint shook his head, and
said: “My child, that is impossible!” The boy
looked up and smiled. It would be easier,” he
replied, “ to empty all the sea into this trench than
to fathom the mystery of the Holy Trinity.” Our
finite intelligence can no more comprehend the
nature of the infinite Deity than the waters of the
ocean can be confined in a vessel of human manufac-
ture.

Q. What is a mystery?
A. A mystery 18 a truth which we cannot fully
understand.

THE WORD OF A MISSIONARY

If we believe man, how much the more ought we
to believe God! A missionary from Europe went
to preach the Gospel in a heathen country situated
in the tropics. Once upon a time he told the natives
that in his country during winter the water became
so hard that an elephant could walk on it. The
natives, who only knew water as always warm and
even boiling in certain springs, could not imagine
such a thing to be possible. Yet as they knew the
missionary to be an upright and honorable man, they
did not doubt him but believed his statement. If
we give credence to the word of a man of known
integrity, how much more ought we unhecsitatingly
to believe-the word of God.



LESSON FOURTH
ON CREATION

Q. Who created heaven and earth, and all things?
A.: God created heaven and earth, and all things.

THE ACORN AND THE PUMPKIN

The wisdom of God is displayed in creation. A
man was lying in the shade of a spreading oak tree
one hot summer’s day. As he looked idly about
him, he saw a pumpkin vine trained on a fence, from
which large, heavy pumpkins were hanging. ¢ That
is a very bad arrangement,” he said to himself,
“that slender, fragile plant bears such large fruits,
while a stalwart tree, such as this oak beneath
which I am resting, only bears tiny acorns. If I had
made the world, I should have ordered things more
wisely.” As he finished speaking an acorn fell from
the tree, and smote him on the nose so sharply that
his nose began to bleed. This unexpected blow
taught the conceited man a lesson. “I must ac-
knowledge,” he said, * that God has arranged every-
thing very wisely. Had the acorn that fell been the
size of a pumpkin, and dropped from the height it
did, I should have been stnnned, or at least my
nose would have been broken. What we learn at
school is quite true : God has ordained all things in
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creation with wisdom and forethought.” How fool-
ish are those who think they know better than the
all-wise Creator !

Q. How did God create heaven and earth?

A. @od created heaven and earth from nothing by
His word only ; that i3, by a single act of His all-
powerful will.

THE FIRMAMENT IS UPHELD BY DIVINE POWER

If we consider the universe, we shall assuredly be
compelled to admire the omnipotence of God. A
German prince was one day conducting a foreign
ambassador over his palace and calling his attention
to the strength of its walls, the beauty of its architec-
ture and decorations. The court fool who, according
to the custom of former days, followed his master
everywhere and was allowed perfect liberty of
speech, put in his word. ¢“Your Highness,” he said,
““ do not boast too much about your palace. It may
well stand firm and strong ; it has massive columns
to uphold it, it rests upon solid foundations. But
just look up to heaven. The Lord who reigns above
needs neither pillars nor foundations to support the
immeasurable dome He constructed ; He upholds it
by His omnipotent will alone. One must needs
respect so great a Potentate ! '

Q. Which are the chief creatures of God?

A. The chief creatures of God are angels and

men.

ol
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PASTEUR'S EXPERIMENTS

On the third day God created the trees and green
herbs; on the fifth and sixth He created living
creatures. Those who assert that God created every-
thing at once, and that the things He had called into
being were developed successively on the several
days of creation, are greatly mistaken. It is quite
impossible that the germs of vegetation should have
existed on the first day, for the earth was then in a
state of incandescence, and fire destroys life, both
vegetable and animal. Moreover, out of lifeless mat-
ter life cannot be evolved : omne vivum ex wvivo.
Pasteur, the professor of chemistry in Paris, who has
made for himself a world-wide reputation, proved
the truth of this axiom by a series of experiments.
He boiled different kinds of water and filled bottles
with them, which were then hermetically sealed, and
left standing for a year. At the lapse of that time
he examined the water with the aid of a microscope,
to ascertain if any animalcul® were in it. No trace
of any living creature was to be discovered in these
bottles, whereas in every single drop of water which
had been exposed to the air hundreds of living
creatures were found to exist. Thereupon he ex-
posed the glasses of water to the action of air which
had passed through red-hot tubes, but no animal life
was to be found in them. He next exposed them to
air which had passed through tubes partially stuffed
with wool ; the result was the same. Finally the
vessels containing water were placed in the open air
for a minute only, and in a few hours’ time the water
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teemed with minute animalcule. Thus it was con-
clusively proved that the germs of life are in the
atmosphere ; in the last experiment they were com-
municated to the water, and there developed into
living creatures. Animal life cannot be evolved out
of lifeless matter; the theory of spontaneous genera
tion is utterly false.

Q. What are angels?
A. Angels are pure spirits without a body, created
to adore and enjoy God in heaven. :

THE PROTECTION OF THE ANGELS

He hath given His angels charge over us, espe-
cially over children. On the 8th of July, 1890, in a
village near Prague, a little girl four years of age fell
out of a window in the second story of her father’s
house into the courtyard below. Her mother, terri-
fied, rushed into the yard and caught up the child;
she was not only alive, but had not sustained the
slightest injury. Her mother took her to the hos-
pital, where she was examined by a medical man but
he could not discover so much as a bruise.

On the 3d of May, 1893, in one of the streets of
Paris, a little girl three years of age fell from a win-
dow in the fifth story of a house, and was not hart in
the slightest degree.

On the 9th of July, 1895, the three-year-old son of
Prince Alexander Salm, while traveling by rail near
Vienna, fell out of the railway coach, the door of
which had been torn’ open by a violent gust of wind.

. The guard was rung for. and the train was stopped ;
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to the astonishment of all beholders the little fellow
was seen running after the train safe and sound.

Q. Were the angels created for any other purpose £

A. The angels were also created to assist before the
throne of God and to minister unto Him; they have
often been sent as messengers from God to man; and
are also appointed our guardians.

THE ScHOOL CHILDREN OUT IN A STORM

Children are often favored by the miraculous pro-
tection of their guardian angels. In the year 1890
the children of a village school near Reichenberg in
Bohemia were taken on an excursion into the woods
for a treat. While they were at play a heavy storm
came up and the rain came pelting down. A party
of children — thirty-one in number — sought shelter
under a gigantic fir tree. All at once one of them
—a little girl — felt irresistibly urged to leave the
shelter of that tree ; she ran away, dragging two or
three others with her, while the remainder followed
of their own accord. They had scarcely got a few
feet from the tree when it was struck by lightning,
and torn asunder with a terrific crash. Singularly
enough, the tree thus struck formed a kind of cross.
The parents of the children piously ascribed their
rescue from death to the kind protection of their
‘guardian angels, and out of gratitude they erected a
cross on the spot where the tree had stood.

(This incident is recorded in the Reichenberger
Zeitung of 17th of May, 1890.)
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Pore LEO CONFRONTS ATTILA

In the fifth century the Huns, an Asiatic tribe of
barbarians, overran Europe, working havoc and dev-
astation wherever they went. They extended their
ravages to Italy; after having burnt several towns,
Attila, their king, determined to pursue his conquests
farther south and destroy Rome also. Indescribable
was the terror of the inhabitants when they heard
that the Huns were advancing upon their city. But
Pope Leo the Great was not intimidated. He relied
on the divine protection, and called upon all the
inhabitants of the Eternal City to pray fervently for
assistance from on high. When Attila, with his five
hundred thousand soldiers, was seen approaching,
Pope Leo, arrayed in his pontificals and attended by
~ a long train of clergy, went out to meet him. He

boldly confronted the king of the Huns, threatening
him with the divine judgments if he ventured to
enter the city. The dignified bearing of the Pope
and his forcible words made so deep an impression
on the barbarian monarch that he promised to keep
the peace, and immediately withdrew his forces from
_the neighborhood of Rome. It is said that a shin-
ing figure appeared to Attila behind the Pontiff,
wielding a sword with a menacing gesture, and that
determined him to accede so readily to the Pope’s
request.

Q. Were the angels, as God created them, good and

happy ?
A. The angels, as God created them, were good and

happy.
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THE SHEEP AND THE BIRDS

A child once noticed how the thorns in a quickse’
hedge tore the wool of the sheep. In his ignoranc
he went to his father and begged him to cut down
the hedge that did the mischief. But his father was
not so hasty and impetuous; he bade the child sit
down on the hill near the hedge and watch the little
birds. He did so, and before long he saw the feath-
ered songsters come and carry off the wool to line
their nests. Then the boy’s father said to him :
“Do you see how useful this wool is to keep the poor
little unfledged nestlings warm ? The sheep do not
feel the loss of a few bits of wool. Now would you
have me cut down the hedge?” The child begged
that he would not do so. That is the way with many
people; they draw conclusions hastily, without due
reflection, and therefore they fail to appreciate the
wisdom that directs the world.

Q. Did all the angels remain good and happy ?

A. All the angels did not remain good and happy :
many of them sinned and were cast into hell, and these
are called devils or bad angels.

A FREE-THINKER'S FEARS

There are evil as well as good angels. Hobbes,
a well-known English free-thinker, used confidently
to assert that there was neither God nor angel,
still less did he believe in a devil. Strange to say,
despite his boasted unbelief, this man had the
greatest dread of evil spirits; even in his old age he
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was afraid of sleeping alone in a room. What he
openly denied he secretly believed.

Two CHILDREN SAVED BY THEIR PIETY

We ought to invoke our angel guardians and ask
their protection. In a remote town in the Tyrol
the alarm bell one night woke all the inhabitants
out of their sleep. Two of the largest houses
were in flames. From one of these the inmates
escaped by the staircase only with the greatest
difficulty. In their hurry and alarm they forgot
to rescue two children who were sleeping in the
attic. These two children — both girls, one aged
eight, the other twelve years— only awoke when
they were startled by the crackling of thé boards
constituting the flooring of their rooms, which had
caught fire from below. They sprang up and
rushed to the door; but on opening it they were
almost stifled by the smoke and flames that met
them, and hardly succeeded in closing it again. The
elder girl then ran to the window, saying: “ We must
jump out of the window. I will-jump first, and if I
get to the ground without being hurt, do you come
after me.” Calling on her angel guardian to help
her, she sprang out. She fell on the ground but,
instantly rising, she cried out joyously, ¢ Come along,
Jenny, I am not a bit hurt!” The other child then
took the perilous leap, and she, too, escaped without
the slightest injury. She also had invoked the aid
of her guardian angel. The parents of the children
were delighted and thankful to God to see them
safe and sound.




LESSON FIFTH
ON OUR FIRST PARENTS AND THE FALL

Q. Who were the first man and woman ?
A. The first man and woman were Adam and Eve.

THE HEN’s Eca

The world did not come into existence without
a Creator. A young man who had finished his
studies at the high school came home with an
overweening idea of his knowledge and wisdom.
Amongst other foolish theories which he enunci-
ated, he asserted that the world was not made, it
came into existence of itself, and was not the work of
a Creator. His mother, a simple but sensible woman,
let him run on, and listened in silence; at length she
said : “Since you have such definite knowledge on
all these matters, tell me, did the egg exist first, or the
hen?” «The egg existed first,” the youth replied,
“all chickens come out of eggs.” His mother con-
tinued: ¢ That is impossible, for the egg comes
" from the hen, therefore the priority of existence
belongs to the hen.” Her son answered: * Perhaps
you are right, mother.” But she said again: “ Yet
you must not forget that there is never a hen that
did not originally come out of an egg.” The youth
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was silent, and looked abashed. ¢ You will never be
wise,” his mother said to him, *if you do not believe
in the Creator. The whole world will be an inexplic-
able puzzle to you and an enigma. Believe in God,
and you will have the key to that enigma. Then
only will you acquire true wisdom.” The hen indis-
putably existed before the egg, for the hen lays the
egg, and has to hatch it if the young bird is to come
out of it. Therefore God created the first hen.

Q. Were Adam and Eve innocent and holy when
they came from the hand of Grod?

A. Adam and Eve were innocent and holy when
they came from the hand of God.

THE DEcIisioN GOES To VIRTUE

Original justice consisted of a sound mind in a
sound body; of a perfect subjection of the lower
parts of creation to the higher, of man’s lower to.
his higher nature; and of the complete harmony
thus established between creatures and man, between
man’s body and soul, and between man and God.
Crantor; a Greek philosopher who lived about three
hundred years before Christ, relates that one day the
divinities, Wealth, Pleasure, Honor, Health, and
Virtue, suddenly appeared before the throng at the
Olympic games and asked the judges of the Areopa-
gus to decide which of them most favorably influenced
man’s happiness. Wealth dazzled for a moment
the judges’ eyes, but Pleasure soon showed that he
was only a means to her as an end. Honor claimed
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that Wealth and Pleasure were but things of a day
unless linked to lasting renown, but then up rose
Health and declared that without her all three were
practically worthless. Virtue ended the dispute by
making all the Greeks admit that even glory is but
transitory, and that Wealth, Pleasure, Honor, and
Health, without Virtue, become evils for those who
do not know how to use them with discretion.

Q. Did God give any command to Adam and Eve ?

A. To try their obedience, God commanded Adam
and Eve not to eat of a certain fruit which grew in the
garden of Paradise.

THE BUNCH OF GRAPES

It is related of St. Macarius, one of the Fathers of
“the desert, that, having received as a present a beau-
tiful bunch of grapes, though he longed to taste them,
he, to exercise himself in self-denial and obedience to
his rule, resolved not to do so, but sent them with his
compliments to a neighboring hermit. He, inspired
with the same holy motives, sent them to a third;
the third to a fourth, and so on until finally the
grapes, having passed through most of the cells in
the desert, came back to St. Macarius practically un-
touched. The latter, on receiving them and on
learning after inquiry through whose hands they
had passed, gave thanks to God that in the world
should be found so many faithful sons of Adam
and Eve to make reparation for their parents’ trans-
gression. '
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Q. Which were the chief blessings intended for Adam
and Eve had they remained faithful to God ?

A. The chief blessings intended for Adam and Eve,
had they remained faithful to Grod, were a constant
state of happiness in this life and everlasting glory in
the next.

HAPPINESS ON EARTH AND IN HEAVEN

When St. Bernard and four of his brothers had
determined to leave the world and devote them-
selves to the religious life, they paid a visit to
Fontaines to ask their father’s blessing. On bid-
ding farewell to their home and family, one of them
said to their young brother, Nivard: *Good-bye,
Nivard ; you are now heir to all our father’s posses-
sions, and will enjoy the pleasures of wealth and
honorable station.” ¢ Ah, yes!” replied Nivard,
“you take heaven and leave me earth; the shares
are not equal, and I will not be satisfied with mine.”
And, in fact, when he had grown to man’s estate, and
his father had no longer need of his services, Nivard,
too, entered the convent.

Q. Did Adam and Eve remain faithful to God?
A. Adam and Eve did not remain faithful to God ;
but broke His command by eating the forbidden fruit.

Wao 18 HApPPY BESIDES GOD ?

Charles the Ninth, king of France, once asked the
celebrated poet, Torquato Tasso, whom he regarded
as the happiest being. The poet answered : * God.”
“ Everybody knows that,” said the king. ¢ What I
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want to know is who is the next happiest after God.”
The poet replied : “ Undoubtedly the happiest being
after God is he who most closely resembles God, that
is to say, whoever is most perfect in virtue.”

Q. What befell Adam and Eve on account of their
stn?
A. Adam and Eve, on account of their sin, lost in-

nocence and holiness, and were doomed to sickness and
death.

THE Wo0ODCUTTER’S CONCEIT

We should have fallen into the sin of our first
parents much more readily than they did, had we
been in their place. In the employ of a prince
there was a certain woodcutter who, while he was
at work, was wont to inveigh against Adam and Eve
for eating the forbidden fruit, abusing them roundly
for having transgressed so easy a commandment and
thereby brought such unbounded misery on their
posterity. “I and my wife would not have been
such fools,” he said. H's employer overheard this
speech, and said: ¢« Well, well, we shall see. From
this day forth you and your wife shall live at my
expense and have it almost as well as Adam and Eve
in Paradise; but the day of probation will come.”
The wedded couple were given good rooms and
grand clothes, they were not obliged to work, their
daily food was brought from their master’s table,
labor and anxiety were at an end for them. Then

. came the day of probation. One gala day the prince
had them to dine at his table, and sumptuous viands
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were set before them ; at last a dish closely covered
was placed on the table and their host said: « You
can eat of every dish except this one; that is to be
left until I return. You must not so much as touch
it.”” He then left the dining-hall and was absent for
a long time. The two guests began to get impatient,
their curiosity was awakened; it got stronger and
stronger. At length the woman could resist nolonger;
she gently raised the cover. But the harm was done ;
a beautiful little bird flew out, and disappeared out
of the window. Then the master of the house came
_back, and drove out both the man and his wife, bid-
ding them be wiser in future. Here we have an
example of human frailty.

Q. What evil befell us on account of the disobedience
of our first parents?

A. On account of the disobedience of our first par-
ents, we all share in their sin and punishment, as we
should have ghared in their happiness if they had re-
mained faithful.

THE HEIRS OF AN ESTATE

We are all inheritors of Adam’s sin and its con-
sequences. An emperor once gave a large estate to
one of his subjects, a man of rank, on condition that
he should always be faithful to him. But the noble-
man proved a traitor. Thereupon the emperor took
his land and his title from him and banished him from
his dominions. The man’s treachery brought misfor-
tune on his children ; they could not inherit either the
property or the title that had been their father’s. All
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that he could bequeath to them was a legacy of dis-
grace and poverty. Our case is a similar one. Our
first parents had and lost their supernatural privi-
leges, and we also are deprived of them. They caused
injury to both the soul and body ; this is handed down
to us. Only one thing is beyond our power to com-
prehend, that we inherit the sin of Adam; this is and
ever will be a mystery of faith.

Q. What other effects followed from the sin of our
first ;)arents? '
* A.- Our nature was corrupted by the sin of our first
parents, which darkened our understanding, weakened
our will, and left in us a strong inclination to evil.

THE SroTs OF INK ON A NEW DRESS .

Disobedience has evil effects. A lady had a hand-
some dress of skv-blue silk made as a present to her
grown-up daughter at Christmas. On Christinas
eve the tailor brought it home. The young lady
tried it on at once, to see if it was properly made.
To her satisfaction and that of every one else, it
was found to fit perfectly. The lady paid the bill,
and said to her daughter: “ Go into the next room
and bring a glass of red wine for the tailor. But
mind you strike a light before you pour it out.” The
-girl went at once to do her mother’s bidding and
.soon returned with a glass of wine which she handed
to the man. He raised the glass to his lips ‘and
‘took a good mouthful, but quickly spat it all out
again. Lo and behold! The grand new dress was
-sprinkled with hideous spots of ink! The girl had
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not taken the trouble to do as her mother told her,
and strike a light in the adjoining room ; hence it
came about that she took the wrong bottle, and
brought a glass of ink instead of wine. She got
thoroughly scolded by her mother for her disobedi-
ence, and all the next year no new frock was given
her. It was through disobedience that our first par-
ents stained the robe of their primeval innocence.

Q. What s the sin called which we inherit from our
Jirst parents! ?

A. The sin which we inherit from our first parents
18 called original sin.

THE SPRING AND THE STREAM

Two students were enjoying a holiday in the woods,
and as they wandered along, they discoursed of origi-
nal sin. “ We cannot understand,” said one, “how
original sin is transmitted.” “ We cannot fully under-
stand it,” admitted the other, *“ but we can at least
form some idea of this truth.” As he was just then
standing by a small spring, he stirred up the muddy
bottom with his stick and watched the change that
came over the appearance of the stream. ¢ There,” he
said, “our corrupted nature is like this spring and
stream, except that human nature is not punﬂed by
motion and transmission.”

Q. Why ts this sin called original ?

A. This sin i3 called original because it comes down
to us from our first parents, and we are brought into the
werld with its guilt on our soul,
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THE NEGLECTED PUPIiL

The teacher of a Sunday school class propounded
the foregoing question to a new pupil. The child in
question, though bright enough, had been neglected
by her parents, and it was only through means of some
other pupils that she was led to come to church at all.
Looking only to the meaning of the words she an- -
swered: “It is called original because it was a new
kind of sin invented and committed then for the
first time.” When asked, ¢ What are capital sins ? "
she reflected, *“ When papa approves of anything,
he says, ¢ Capital | that’s capital !’” and so she an-
swered : “ A capital sin is a good sin.” We see herein
the evil of neglect on the part of parents, and the
necessity of religious instruction.

@. Does this corruption of our nature remain in us
after original sin 18 forgiven 2

A. This corruption of our nature and other punish-
ments remain in us after original sin i8 forgiven.

THE FACE or SOCRATES

We are all born with an inclination to evil rather
than to good, and this is in consequence of original sin;
but we can and should practice that self-correction in
which virtue properly consists. A physiognomist,
after a study of Socrates’ face, decided he was a man
inclined to lewdness, anger, drunkenness, and many
other vices. His disciples were indignant, but the
philosopher (he lived in Greece four hundred years
before Christ) stopped them, saying candidly: « Keep
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quiet ; the man is quite right, for I would actually
be what he says I am, did I not apply myself to the
study of philosophy and the practice of virtue.” If
a heathen by natural means can so overcome his evil
inclinations, how much more in this respect can and
should Christians accomplish by grace !

Q. Was any one ever preserved from original sin?2

A. The Blessed Virgin Mary, through the merits of
her Divine Son, was preserved free from the guilt of
original sin, and this privilege i8 called her Immaculate
Conception.

THE APPARITION AT LOURDES

Even at the present day apparitions take place in
order to corroborate the truth of our religion. In the
south of France, there is a small town called Lourdes,
situated at the foot of the Pyrenees. In the year
1858, that is, four years after the promulgation
of the dogma of the Immaculate Conception, the
Mother of God appeared there no less than eigh-
teen times. The following is an account of how she
was seen by Bernadette Soubirous, a girl fourteen
years old, the child of poor parents, who had brought
her up piously and taught her to say the rosary.
This she often did when keeping sheep on the
hills. About midday on the 11th of February, 1858,
Bernadette went with some other girls to pick up
sticks on the banks of the river Gave, which flows
at the foot of the mountains. While the Angelus
was being rung from the church tower, she saw in a
niche in the rocks on the other side of the river the
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figure of a woman, surrounded by a halo of brilliant
light. She was clothed in a white robe, with a blue
girdle round her waist and a long white veil on her
head, while from her right arm there hung a rosary
formed of white beads, the cross being of gold. This
lady was most beautiful to behold, and she smiled
kindly and sweetly on the child. Bernadette fell on
her knees and tried to tell her beads, but she was so
much frightened that she could not even make the
sign of the cross. Seeing this, the lady made the
sign of the cross herself. Then the child, taking
courage, blessed herself and recited the rosary all
through. . When she had finished, the apparition
suddenly vanished, just as a flame goes out. Ber-
nadette told her companions what she had seen, and
when she got home, she told her mother also. The
next Sunday the girl went with her companions to
the same spot, taking some holy water with her.
Scarcely had she begun to say her beads when the
same figure appeared again. This time Bernadette
sprinkled some holy water in the direction of the
place where the apparition stood ; but instead of
disappearing, the lady smiled benignantly, bowed her
head, 'and approached somewhat nearer. The other
children saw nothing extraordinary, they only no-
ticed that Bernadette’s countenance beamed with
delight. When the child went to the grotto for the
third time she was accompanied by two women. On
this occasion the shining figure expressed the wish
‘that Bernadette should come thither daily for a fort-
night, and that a great many people should come
with her. Accordingly, when the apparition again
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took place, several hundred people were present ;
later on they might be counted by thousands. The
girl passed through the crowd of spectators with a
-perfectly unassuming yet unembarrassed demeanor.
No one but herself saw the apparition, yet every one
observed that at the time she was rapt in ecstasy.
Once a doctor held a lighted taper under her hand,
but she did not move a muscle, and evidently felt no
pain. He made the same experiment when the appa-
- rition had disappeared ; she then screamed with pain.
Twice during this period the figure failed to appear;
-then Bernadette returned home sorrowful and in
tears. The priest of the place did not interfere at
all in the matter; yet the enemies of religion de-
clared that it was a fraud, concocted by wily priests.
The girl was taken to the police station and examined
by a magistrate ; but there was no ground for arrest-
ing her, so she was discharged. On one of the occa-
sions, whereon Our Lady appeared clothed in light,
she said to her: ¢ Go and tell the priest that it .is my
will that a church should be erected here to which
the people shall come in procession.” Bernadette
accordingly went to the parish priest and delivered
the message. He bade her tell the lady first of .all
to give a proof of her power, and let that proof:be
making the rosebush at her feet come into leaf and
blossom in the winter. .The next time the lady ap-
peared, Bernadette did as she was desired ; but the
lady did not comply with the request ; her reply was :
“ Penance, penance, penance ! ” Somewhat later she
said to the girl, “ Drink- some of the water of this
spring, and wash yourself in it.”” The child put her

e
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hands down to the spot indicated to find the spring,
and the water came welling up out of the dry ground
with ever increasing velocity, and from that time
forth the source has yielded eighty-five gallons a
minute. This water, which in appearance differs
nothing from ordinary water, possesses miraculous
healing properties; by the use of it, countless super-
natural cures have been effected and still are ef-
fected to this day. On the 25th of March, the Feast
of the Annunciation, Bernadette begged the lady
to tell her her name. After she had repeated her
request four times the answer was given in these
words, uttered by the apparition with clasped hands :
“1 am the Immaculate Conception.” Afraid lest she
should forget the words, of whose meaning she had
no idea, the girl hastened to the priest and repeated
them to him. After a time the grotto was closed by
the police, and bereft of all its costly decorations.
But the Emperor Napoleon III reversed this decree
and allowed free access to the grotto to all comers.
In the year 1862 a Parisian barrister named Henri
Laserre, who had lost his sight, was immediately and
completely cured by bathing his eyes with some of
the water, for which he had sent by the advice of a
Protestant friend. Out of gratitude to almighty God
he traveled all over France, visiting persons who had
been cured of their respective maladies at Lourdes, to
collect materials for publication in a book contain-
ing an account of the miracles wrought at that spot,
and entitled Our Blessed Lady of Lourdes. In fact,
the miracles were so numerous and so striking that the
bishop of the diocese was compelled to look into the
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matter. He appointed a commission to investigate all
the circumstances and to examine into the various-
cures, and not until four years had elapsed did he de-
liver his judgment concerning them. In the year 1862
he issued a pastoral letter, in which he solemnly ac-
quainted the faithful of his diocese with the fact that
supernatural occurrences had taken place at Lourdes,
which could not be ascribed to anything other than
divine omnipotence. He accordingly solicited con-
tributions for building a church. The sum collected
for this purpose amounted to two million franes, so
that a magnificent sanctuary could be erected, which
has become a celebrated place of pilgrimage.

In 1866 Bernadette entered the convent of the
Sisters of Mercy at Nevers; before her death she
solemnly stated upon oath that all that she had
related concerning the supernatural apparitions at
Lourdes was strictly true. Lourdes is now visited
every year by millions of pilgrims from all parts of
Christendom, and is a thorn in the side of the adver-
saries of religion. For the Catholic Church, however,
the facts of the occurrences at Lourdes are most
valuable, as they shed glory on our faith and afford
an incontrovertible proof of ‘the truth of our holy
religion.



LESSON SIXTH
ON SIN AND ITS KINDS

Q. Is original sin the only kind of sin?

A. Original sin t8 not the only kind of 8in ; there is
another kind of sin, which we commit ourselves, called
actual sin.

ONE OF THE EXCEPTIONS

No man is without sin. Many individuals in the
pride of their hearts imagine themselves free from
sin, because they do not steal, or murder, or
commit any crime for which society would condemn
them. Once, in the presence of others, a gentleman
said to the parish priest : * I never go to confession,
Father ; I really have no sins to confess.” ¢ Since
you never commit sin, you belong to the exceptions,”
the father replied. ¢ To what exceptions do I belong?
Do you count me with the saints?” the man in-
quired. He left the priest no peace until told what
was meant, but first he had to give his word of
honor that he would not take offense at the answer.
Then the priest said: I will tell you who are the
peéople who never sin: children who have not
attained the age of reason, and idiots, or madmen
who have lost their reason.” After this nothing
more was said on religious topics. Seeing that man
is as frail spiritually as he is corporally, no one can
possibly venture to assert that he is without sin.

61
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Q. What is actual sin 2
A. Actual sin is any wilful thought, word, deed, or
omission contrary to the law of God.

WHEN WILL THERE BE WAR AGAIN?

The sins of nations are followed by national
calamities. In the year 1870, as is well known,
France and Germany were at war. On the conclu-
sion of hostilities, when the German army evacuated
France, a French officer contemptuously asked a
German officer, when another invasion might be
looked for. He answered: « That will probably be
when the sins of France are greater than those of
Germany.” Nations are punished in time by temporal
misery.

Q. How many kinds of actual sin are there?
A. There are two kinds of actual sin — mortal and

venial.

AN ARTIFICER IS INSTRUMENTAL IN HIS OWN
DEATH

We ought not to take part in reprehensible trans-
actions. Phelaris, the tyrant of Agrigentum, once
commissioned an artificer to cast a metal bull of
which the body should be hollow, so that if a man
were shut up in it and a fire lighted underneath, he
should be slowly burned to death. Accordingly the
worker in metals manufactured this instrument of
torture, and fashioned it in such a manner that it
should bellow horribly if the unhappy victim inclosed
within it uttered cries or groans. The first individual
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condemned by the tyrant to suffer this cruel death
was the artificer who had made the ox of bronze.
Those who heard this said, “ That man was burned in
the fire he kindled ; ” that is to say, he was to blame
for his own misfortune because he provided the king
with the means of torturing others.

Q. What is mortal stn 2
A. Mortal &in is a grievous offense against the law
of God.
THE BITER BITTEN

A brigand once concealed himself behind a thicket,
lying in wait with a gun in his hand for a wealthy
merchant who was to pass that way. When he heard
his intended victim approaching, the robber dropped
on one knee, in order to take better aim. Unwit-
tingly he knelt upon a snake that was hidden beneath
the dry leaves. The infuriated reptile sprang up and
coiled itself round the arm and neck of the robber,
who fired but missed his aim. On hearing his
agonized cry, for the snake had already bitten him, the
merchant hastened up.  Alas!” groaned the brigand,
“it serves me right. At the very moment when I
thought to take your life, I meet my own death.”
So it is with mortal sin; at the very moment we are
guilty of it, the serpent of hell causes the death of
our soul.

Q. Why is this sin called mortal 2

A. This sin i8 called mortal because it deprives us
of spiritual life, which is sanctifying grace, and brings
everlasting death and damnation on the soul.
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RupoLrH oOF HAPSBURG REFUSES To DRINK
WATER TAKEN FROM THE THIRSTY

The oppression of the poor and helpless is a sin so
grievous that it even cries to Heaven for vengeance.
In the year 1278 Rudolph of Hapsburg, the German
emperor, was at war with Ottocar, the king of Bo-
hemia. He defeated him in a pitched battle near
Jedenspengen. At that time, in consequence of the
great heat that prevailed, all the springs were dried
up ; the Emperor Rudolph suffered extremely from
thirst, and no water could be got for him. Then
two horse-soldiers rode to a distance in search of
.water for their emperor. At length they came upon
a party of reapers who were taking their midday
meal, with a large pitcher of water beside them.
The imperial soldiers begged for the water, but the
harvest-men would not give it to them, for it was
scarce and they were very thirsty. Then the soldiers
drew their swords and threatened to put the reapers
to death if they refused to give it up. Trembling
with alarm, the men reluctantly yielded, and the
horsemen rode away in triumph with the pitcher
of water. Joyfully they carried it to the emperor,
and told him how they had obtained it. The
monarch was just raising the pitcher to his parched
lips when he heard the story ; immediately he set
it down, saying : *“I will not quench my thirst with
water of which the poor have been robbed. Go and
take what belongs to the poor back to them.” The
soldiers were obliged to obey their royal master’s
behest, and restore to the reapers the water of which
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they had been forcibly deprived. Many a rich man
in the present day, who takes advantage of the poor
for his own profit, might learn a lesson from the
generous Emperor Rudolph.

Q. How many things are mecessary to make a sin
mortal ?

A. Tomake a sin mortal, three things are necessary:
a grievous matter, sufficient reflection, and full consent
of the will.

TEe LADY WHO WOULD NOT PAY THE DRESss-
MAKER

Defrauding laborers of their wages is a sin that
cries to Heaven. The following incident which
occurred in Dresden, was reported in the news-
papers. The daughter of a wealthy landed pro-
prietor was married to a government official of
high rank. On becoming “my lady,” she had a grand
trousseau and many expensive dresses. Amongst
other workwomen she employed a poor seamstress,
who had a sick husband and eight children to sup- ¢
port. When this woman, who was an able dress
maker, brought home the gowns she had made, the
lady praised her work and promised she would give
her more in future, but she did not say a word
about paying her. Weeks went by, and the poor
woman did not get her money. Presently, when
they were in great distress, she sent her eldest boy
with the account to the lady. The boy, however,
came back crying, having been scolded for his im-
pudence, and brought no money. A few days later,
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the lady’s husband came home in high displeasure.
She asked him what was the matter. He told her
that her dressmaker’s eldest boy had been taken up
for stealing a loaf of bread. ¢ When brought before -
the magistrate,” he said, * the boy put all the blame
on you, because you had so long withheld payment
from the family when they were starving.” Need-
less to add that the bill was paid 'immediately, and
the lady never kept working-people without their
money again. Hence, we see that those who with-
hold from servants and working-people the wages
due to.them are responsible, not only for the tem-
poral misery they bring on them, but also for what-
ever wrongdoing may possibly ensue.

Q. What <8 venial 8in? :

A. Venial sin 18 a slight offense against the law of
GQod in matters of less importance, or in matters of
great importance it i3 an offense committed without
sufficient reflection or full consent of the will.

THE LITTLE WINEBIBBER

St. Augustine relates that his mother, St. Monica,
when still but a mere child, allowed herself to fall
into an inordinate liking for wine. It seems that
whenever her parents sent her to draw wine from
the cellar she would put her lips to the pitcher and
take a sip. By and by this trifling habit developed
into a serious passion, and it was not until one day,
when a servant, who usually accompanied her to the
cellar, reproached her, in a fit of anger, with being
a winebibber that St. Monica was aroused to her
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danger and inspired to correct herself, ~.hicn she
soon did. Single drops of deadly poison may be
harmless, but if taken steadily they will kill. Drop-
ping water will wear away even stones, and so, too,
venial sins wear out our good resolutions.

Q. Which are the effects of venial sin?

A. The effects of venial sin are the lessening of the
love of Grod in our heart, the making us less worthy of
His help, and the weakening of the power to resist
mortal sin.

THE BEAR AND THE HoONEY

Indulgence in venial sins weakens the will. A
certain prince gave an entertainment to which he
invited several persons of rank. After a sumptuous
repast he took his guests on to a balcony overlook-
ing the courtyard in which stood a caldron of
boiling honey. Into this courtyard a bear was sud-
denly let loose. As soon as it smelled the honey, it
rushed up to the caldron and burned its muzile
‘terribly. Roaring with pain, it fled to the oppo-
-gite end of the yard. But after a while it came near
and began to lick up the honey. It was still too
hot; the bear burned its tongue and again retreated
to a distance, yet not so far as before. Once or twice
it came up and tried again ; finally it devoured all
‘the honey with such greediness that it burst. Thus
it is with a man who is addicted to vice. When the
evil eonsequences of his misdeeds make themselves
-felt, the sinner forms excellent resolutions, but
presently he relapses again into sin. The more
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often he sins, the less able he becomes to withstand
temptation. At last he is ruined, both for time and
for eternity. :

Q. Which are the chief sources of sin?

A. The chief sources of sin are seven: Pride, Covet-
ousness, Lust, Anger, Gluttony, Envy, and Sloth ; and
they are commonly called capital sins.

PRIDE
THE MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT AND THE COUNT

Since work is no disgrace, no one ought to be
treated with contempt because he either does, or
" formerly did, earn his bread with the labor of his
hands. One of the kings of Sweden invited a lead-
ing member of the House of Commons to dinner, in
the hope of thereby gaining his vote on behalf of a

- project (the extension of a fortress) that he had
formed. Now this man had formerly been engaged
in the shoemaking trade, and when he took his seat
at the royal table, he found himself next to a count,
who prided himself on his rank. Presently the
count, addressing his neighbor, said: “Is it true,
sir, that you once were a shoemaker?” ¢ Yes, it is
quite true,” was the reply ; ¢ but you, count, never
were one?” *“What do you mean by asking me
such a question?” said the count, flushing with
anger. The deputy, who was quick at repartee,
rejoined: “I meant this: if you had ever been a
shoemaker, you would certainly have remained one
to the end of your days.” The count bit his lips,
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but the king, who overheard the conversation,
laughed heartily, and said the count richly de-
served the snub.

THANKS FOR A GRINDSTONE

The poor can often help the rich in time of need.
A poor countryman had to deliver several loads of
wood at a large manufactory. When he brought
his wagon into the courtyard of the factory, he
noticed that the workmen had put up a new grind-
stone and rolled the old one into a corner. On the
wagoner’s going to the master to receive payment
for the wood, he asked if he might have the old
grindstone. The manufacturer replied that he was
welcome to take it, if only to get it out of the
way. The man thanked him very heartily, and said
it might, perhaps, be in his power to show the gen-
tleman a civility. But at this the manufacturer got
angry, and said, proudly : “I want no civilities from
-you ; if I require your services, I shall pay you for
them.” The man went his way in silence, and took
‘the coveted grindstone away with him. As often as
he used it, he thought of what the rich man had said,
and prayed God to give him some occasion of repay-
ing him for the benefit he had conferred on him.
The wished-for opportunity soon presented itself.
One Sunday, when the countryman was on his way
to church, he saw a carriage coming along the road
at a mad gallop. The horses had taken fright, and
the coachman had fallen from his seat. In the car-
riage the wealthy manufacturer was seated with his
family, crying aloud for help. The countryman did
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not hesitate a moment ; wrenching the hand-rail from
a wooden bridge, he placed it across the road to stop
the horses ; and when they came up he sprang for-
ward, seized the bridle, and with a strong hand
forced them to come to a standstill. The master
alighted, and taking out his purse, was going to
reward the brave countryman. But the latter said :
“Such services are not to be paid for with monsy.
This is the return I make you for the old grindstone
which you gave me.” This story shows us that we
ought not to despise any one. We never know how
we may need the services of the poorest and the
humblest. .

COVETOUSNESS
THE SUPPOSED POSSESSOR OF $50,000

Those whe¢ support their parents from selfish
motives have no merit in God’s sight. A rich
manufacturer had two daughters, both of whom he
married very well, giving them a splendid trousseau
and ample dowry. But as they knew that he still
had considerable property they begged him to divide
it between them, promising that they would each
provide for him in turn. The father was so foolish
as to yield to them and part with all his fortune.
He was soon made to repent of his weak compliance
with their request, for they kept him like a beggar.
The unfortunate man told his story to an old friend,
himself a man of large means, and asked his advice.
This friend at once gave him a bank-note, telling him
to order an elaborate dinner and invite his daughters
and their husbands, besides a select party of friends.
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He lent him besides, the sum of 50,000, telling him
he would send a trusty messenger, while the dinner
was going on, to fetch it. Accordingly, while the
guests were at table, a liveried servant appeared with
a note, requesting the master of the house to lend
his friend that amount for three days. The host,
apologizing for attending to urgent business, left the
table, and taking the roll of notes from an iron safe,
counted them out before the assembled company
before intrusting them to the servant. His daugh-
ters and sons-in-law were astonished. From that
time forth they totally changed their behavior to
their father; his daughters vied with each other
in their attentions to him. When he died, the safe
from which he took the money was opened ; they
expected a rich legacy. To their amazement only
a few stones were found in it, and a paper whereoa
were these words : * That man is a fool who divides
his property between his children during his lifetime.”

THE MISER WHO BURNED HIS NOTES

The miser is his own worst enemy. A certain
miser, who grudged himself the bare necessaries of
life, was seriously ill. As he grew worse and worse,
he was at length prevailed upon to have medical ad-
vice. The doctor diagnosed his malady and declared
that he had at most three days to live. He exhorted
him to send for the priest and prepare for death.
When he had gone, the miser did not follow his ad-
vice and summon the priest; he got out of bed and
taking a quantity of bank-notes and bonds, he put
them in the fireplace and set fire to them. He did
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not wish any one to inherit his property. Then he
went back to bed. When the doctor came the next
day, he found his patient had taken an unexpected
turn for the better. On hearing this, the miser was
aghast, thinking of what he had done. He did, in
fact, recover wonderfully soon, and the money which
he had remaining ‘did not last long. In a few
weeks’ time he had to beg his bread. Thus he had
been his own worst enemy.

LUST
THE TEMPTATION OF ST. THOMAS AQUINAS

St. Thomas in his youth was bent on embracing
the religious state, but his people opposed the idea.
They even went so far as to employ a dissolute
woman to make an attempt on his virtue. No sooner
had she entered his apartment than the holy youth
snatched up a red-hot poker and sent her screaming
from the room. Kneeling down then he thanked
God and renewed his vow of perpetual -chastity.
Presently he fell into a deep sleep, and in a dream
beheld two angels approach and bind him about the
loins with a cincture. From that time forth he was
free from all impure temptations. Every tempta-
tion we reject we are made stronger against the next
assault.

ANGER

THE SULTAN WHO WANTED TO PUT HIS OFFICERS
TO DEATH

Anger makes a man blind to reason. A Turkish
sultan, Bajazet, while carrying on war with the
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Tartars, was highly displeased with the officers of
his army. He held a council of war and concluded
that nothing short of putting them all to death
would be sufficient punishment. His ministers were
in great consternation at this decision, and knew not"
what to do. The court jester helped them out of
the dilemma. He said to the sultan: ¢“You are
quite right. The officers richly deserve to be be-
headed. Then we shall have no cause for alarm.
You shall take the standard, and I will strap the
drum round my shoulders. We two shall be able to
vanquish the enemy without any one’s help.” This
speech brought the sultan to his senses; his anger
melted away and he forgave the officers. One who
is angry does not consider the consequences of his
actions.

THE SHEPHERD AND THE RAM

Anger is a.bad counsellor. A shepherd boy was
guarding a flock of sheep in a mountainous region.
One day while sitting on a rock he fell asleep, and
kept nodding his head. The ram, which was close
by, thought the shepherd was challenging him to a
wrestling match, so he took a run and butted him
with his horns. The boy, awakened from his slum-
bers in so ungentle a fashion, was in a great rage ; in
his anger he seized the ram by the horns and flung
it to a distance. The animal fell backward and was
precipitated down a steep declivity. The sheep —
about a hundred in number — followed the ram and
also fell headlong into the abyss. The shepherd tore
his hair in despair, but what good did that do? The



74 SIN AND ITS KINDS

mischief done could not be repaired. Repentance
comes too late for actions done in a moment of
anger.
PLATO AND THE NAUGHTY BOY

Plato the philosopher had occasion to chastise a
bad boy. But as he was very much enraged on ac-
count of the culprit’s misdeeds, he begged his friend
Xenocrates to undertake the chastisement for him.
“ Be so good,” he said to him, “as to give the boy a
sound flogging ; I dare not do it myself, I am too
angry with him.”

GLUTTONY
AN INDIAN CHIEF ON DRUNKENNESS

Father de Smet, the Jesuit missionary of the North
American Indians, praises the tribe called Ravens
for their opposition to the introduction among them
of intoxicating liquors. ¢ What good is this fire-
water ?” said their chief. It burns the throat and
stomach; it makes a man a bear; when he has drunk
he bites, grunts, howls, and ends by falling down like
a corpse. Your fire-water is evil; give it to our
enemies ; they will kill one another, and their wives
and children will be objects of pity. As for us, we
need it not ; we are mad enough without it.” Ex-
cessive indulgence in intoxicants, if not the greatest,
is one of the very greatest evils of this age.

ENVY
THE TWO MERCHANTS

Envy is overcome by benefits. The shops of two
tradesmen who were in the same branch of business




SIN AND ITS KINDS 75

were situated opposite to each other. Two of a
trade, the proverb says, do not agree ; and so it was
in this instance. Jealousy of each other caused
them to become open enemies. Now one of the two
felt pangs of conscience ; he knew the sentiments he
entertained toward his neighbor were highly repre-
hensible. He went to a priest, and asked him what
he should do to propitiate his adversary. The priest
replied: *“ You can take no better course than this :
whenever you have not the article required by your
customers send them over the way to your neigh-
bor.” The man followed this advice. The other
tradesman soon learned who it was who sent customers
to him, and on the first opportunity he took occasion
to thank him. Thus the two were reconciled and
lived on the best of terms with each other. As the
sun’s rays melt ice, so benefits dispel jealousy.

SLOTH
CHARLEMAGNE'S DAUGHTERS

Every one is bound to work. Charlemagne was
one of the most famous monarchs that ever lived.
He was not only an able ruler, but an exemplary
father. He made all his daughters learn some kind
of household work,—work which is usually performed
by women ; they had to sew, to spin, and even to
wash and cook. The emperor himself would only
wear linen which his daughters had spun, clothes
which their deft fingers had made. Thus by the ex-
ample of his own domestic arrangements he taught
his subjects that not only is it no disgrace to work,
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but it is a duty incumbent on every one. Charle-
magne’s daughters would put to shame many of the
young ladies of the present day.

A CURE FOR THE SLUGGARD

Sloth here leads to misery hereafter. In Holland
long ago in early times people who would not work
were subjected to the following punishment : They
were confined singly in a small cell, into which a
stream of water constantly flowed. The occupant of
the cell was forced, to save himself from being
drowned, to pump the water out ; for this purpose
there was a handle in the wall. The amount of
water that flowed into the cell was proportioned to
the strength of the man who had to pump it out;
and the quantity was increased every day. By this
means the limbs stiffened by want of use were ren-
dered supple, and the indolent members of society
soon begged to be.released from their unwelcome
task, and gladly accepted less toilsome and more
profitable work. In a future life the slothful will
not escape the divine chastisements.



LESSON SEVENTH
ON THE INCARNATION AND REDEMPTION

Q. Did God abandon man after he fell into sin 2

A. God did not abandon man after he fell tnto sin,
but promised him a Redeemer, who was to satisfy for
man’s sin and reopen to him the gates of heaven.

THE GENEROUS PRINCE

A certain great monarch had a favorite nobleman
whom he had advanced in every way. Unfor-
tunately, in the course of time, pride so took posses-
sion of this nobleman that, not content with being
second in the kingdom, he formed a conspiracy
whereby he hoped to place himself upon the throne.
The scheme, however, was discovered in time to
defeat it, and the victim of ambition was degraded
and banished. But the young crown prince, who
was of a noble, compassionate disposition and loved
the former favorite dearly, went to his royal father
and obtained forgiveness for that unfortunate and
his family. Then the noble youth set out alone and
on foot, and braved the hardships of a long and try-
ing journey so that he himself might be the first to
announce the good tidings to his old friend. The
joy-of the poor exiles may be imagined, and also
their thankfulness and life-long devotion to their

77
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generous prince. Infinitely more than this has the
Son of God, the second Person of the Blessed Trinity,
done for us, and infinitely stronger is His claim on
our lasting gratitude and love.

Q. Who is the Redeemer?
A. Our Blessed Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ is
the Redeemer of mankind.

A MoODERN PAGgAN

There is only one true type of Christianity, and
that is Catholicism. Protestantism is but a halfway
house on the road to paganism. Catholics alone
cling tenaciously to Christ by faith in Him, hope in
Him, and love for Him. During an exhibition of
paintings in a Boston art museum, a well-dressed,
intelligent-looki\ng young gentleman was seen to be
studying one work with special interest. The pic-
ture was a head of the Saviour. Turning presently
to a lady near him, the young man begged pardon
and asked to be enlightened as to what that picture
represented. ¢ That, sir, is the Saviour, the Re-
deemer,” she replied. “ And who,” he asked, “ was
He?” <« Why, Jesus Christ, of course,” she answered,
with a look of astonishment. The youth noticed her
wonder and blushed deeply, saying : “ You will for-
give me, I trust, when I assure you I have never
before heard of Him.” The lady, herself a Protes-
tant, told of the incident, and said that on inquiry
she found he was from. one of the northern New
England States, from a town whose church, for want
of a minister, was closed and whose young people
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were growing up in absolute ignorance of Christian
truth. And, in fact, so many such towns are there
that even the governor of the State lately raised his
voice in solemn protest.

Q. What do you believe of Jesus Christ?

A. I believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God,
the second Person of the Blessed Trinity, true God
and true man.

THE JOINT DEBATE

Once in Armenia an heretical priest challenged a
Catholic missionary to a joint debate. The mission-
ary, though reluctant, was in a way forced to accept.
The subject was the personality of the Redeemer.
“ 1 admit,” said the heretic, ¢ that Jesus Christ was
God and man, but so perfectly were the divine and
human natures united in Him that He had but one
nature. Two pieces of iron — for example, a large
and small piece — if fused together become so united
a8 to lose their individuality.” ¢ True,” replied the
missionary, *“ but let one piece be an ingot of gold,
and will the result be all gold or all iron? Will it
not rather be part gold and part iron? So it is with
Christ ; in His single person are two distinct natures.
In His human nature He suffered and died, bat it
was the divine nature that gave an infinite value to
His sufferings and death.”

Q. Why is Jesus Christ true Grod ?
A. Jesus Christ is true Grod because He is the trus
and only Son of God the Father.
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THE ARIAN EMPEROR AND THE CROWN PRINCE

Since Christ is the Son of God, divine worship is
due to Him. It is well known that in the early ages
of Christianity the Arian heresy was widely diffused.
The followers of Arius asserted Christ to be the
greatest and noblest of created beings, but they
denied His divinity. This heresy was condemned by
the Council of Nicea, and the clause (Christ is),
consubstantial with the Father, was inserted in the
Creed. The Emperor Theodosius favored the Arians;
accordingly a certain bishop named Amphilochius
went to him with the purpose of demonstrating to
him that to deny divine honors to the Son of God
is to rob God the Father of glory. The bishop asked
to have an audience with the emperor, at which the
crown prince should also be present. On entering
the royal presence he bowed low and reverently be-
fore the emperor, but only nodded to the prince,
saying: “ Good morning, sir.” The emperor was
highly incensed, and standing up, he insisted upon
proper respect being shown to his son. The bishop
speaking with perfect composure, said : “Behold,
mighty Emperor, thou wilt not permit thy subjects
to refuse to pay thy son the respect which is his due.
So likewise, God the Father is displeased when man
withholds divine honor from His only begotten Son.
Nay, He requires us to pay Him the same homage
as we pay His Father.” Thereupon he saluted the
imperial prince in the most respectful manner. The
good bishop’s words took effect ; from that time forth
the emperor held the Catholic faith in its integrity.
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Q. Why is Jesus Christ true man?

A. Jesus Christ is true man because He 13 the Son
of the Blessed Virgin Mary and has a body and soul
like ours.

Kixe CopRUS

God became man in order that He might suffer and
thereby redeem us. Codrus, the king of Atheuns,
may to a certain extent be compared to Our Lord.

. During his reign the realm was invaded by enemies,
the Dorians. The oracle of Delphi announced that
the Athenians would be victorious over their foes,
if their king was slain by the enemy’s hand. Hear-
ing this, Codrus dressed as a peasant, and went into
the hostile camp. There a dispute having arisen,
he was killed in the fray. Now the Dorians were
scquainted with the utterance of the oracle, and
when they found who it was whom they had slain,
terror seized on them, and they fled in dismay. So
it was in Our Lord’s case. The prophets had fore-
told that the human race would be saved through
the death of the King of glory. The Son of God
took upon Himself the form of a servant, the nature
of man; He came into the world, was not recognized
by the world, and was put to death. When the
enemy of mankind saw that at his instigation the
Jews had crucified the Lord of life, he fled in' alarm.

Q. How many natures are there in Jesus Christ?
A. In Jesus Christ there are two natures, the nature
of God and the nature of man.
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ST. MARGARET

Christ gave proof of His divinity by His resurrec-
tion. St. Margaret, who suffered martyrdom in the
year 284, was questioned by the pagan judge about
the religion she professed. She answered that she
was a Christian. ¢ Oh, how utterly foolish it is,” the
judge exclaimed, to worship a man as if he were a
god, —and such a man, too, who died the shameful
death of the cross!” ¢“Why do you always dwell
upon the crucifixion of Christ and never speak of
His resurrection ? ” Margaret rejoined. * His passion
and death do, it is true, prove that He was man;
His resurrection, on the other hand, proves Him to
be God.”

Q. Is Jesus Christ more than one Person 2
A. No, Jesus Christ is but one Divine Person.

THE DIVINE MATERNITY OF MARY

The whole doctrine of Christianity depends on the
truth of the Incarnation, — that is, that in the single
person of Jesus Christ the divine and human natures
were united. The value of all His words and works,
of all His teaching and example, of His life and
sufferings and death, depend on the fact that He,
one person, was both God and man. And that is
why no other doctrine has been so much insisted on
and so much assailed. Even in the time of the
apostles, some heretics taught that Christ was not
God ; others, that he was God but not man ; others,
that His body was only a body in appearance ; others,
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that He took possession of His body after its birth,
and left it before its death ; others, that in Him
there were two persons, etc. “I don’t see,” said a
Protestant to a Catholic friend, *“ why you Catholics
make such a fuss over your devotion to the Virgin.”
«It is,” was the reply, *“because ¢ Mary, the Mother
of God,’ is the most fundamental dogma of our faith.”
And such, in truth, it is. Eve sought to make Adam
equal to God: but to the new Eve, Mary, it fell to
make man God Himself.

Q. Was Jesus Christ always God 2

A. Jesus Christ was always God, as He i8 the second
Person of the Blessed Trinity, equal to His Father from
all eternity.

THE WORD orF Gobp

« A word,” says the dictionary, “is a sign expressing
an idea.” Thus a word may be either oral or written,
and it may even be a picture such as the hiero
glyphics of the ancients. The human eye forms a
word, or sensible picture, of the object seen, and the
mind from this sensible word forms an intellectual
word or representation of the same object. It is thus
we examine and admire things and study the different
ways in which our ideas may be modified and imitated
in the material world. So, too, God contemplating
His own divine essence forms a word, — the Word of
God, the second Person of the Trinity, in whom all
things had their first ideal existencc; who though
distinet from.God, is God Himself since falling within
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the radius of the Divinity, and who was always God,
for with God, to be and to know are simultaneous.

Q. Was Jesus Christ always man ?
A. Jesus Christ was not always man, but became
man at the time of His Incarnation.

THE TEST OF THE ANGELS

It is believed that when God created the angels and
wished, before admitting them to the everlasting joys
of heaven, to test their obedience, He revealed to them
the future humanity of His only begotten Son and
bade them all fall down and adore. Lucifer and his
followers, pure spirits as they were, disdained to
worship a soul clothed with a mortal tody, and so
were cast into hell.

Q. What do you mean by the Incarnation ?
A. By the Incarnation I mean that the Son of God
was made man.

THE IRON AND THE WO0OD

A saintly hermit and his disciple, whom he called
his son, were building a house for themselves on the
bank of a river. Presently, when the young man
swung his ax, the head flew from the handle and
sank in the stream. The youth cried out in dismay,
for the ax was his only tool and was borrowed as
well. Then his father, taking a log of wood, cast it
into the river, and lo! the wood sank, and in propor-
tion as it went down the iron rose and finally appeared
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and floated to the shore. That iron represents our
human nature which tends to sink to the depths and
stick fast in the mire of iniquity. God meant it to
build for itself an eternal habitation in heaven, but
it fell and sank. Then the Father cast His Son —
the wood of the root of Jesse —into the stream of
time, and lo! according as He sank into His humble
earthly existence and the degradation of His passion
and death, 80 our nature was raised up and restored
to its original purpose, viz. to construct for itself —
wielded by the Son — a heavenly mansion.

Q. How was the Son of God made man?

_A. The Son of God was conceived and made man
by the power of the Holy Ghost, in the womb of the

Blessed Virgin Mary.

THE HoLy HOUSE OF NAZARETH

The Blessed Virgin’s home at Nazareth, in which
the Anmunciation took place, no longer stands in that
town; in the year 1294 it was miraculously conveyed
to Loretto in Italy. Its site in Nazareth lies within
the limits of the Franciscan convent. An altar
graces the spot whereon the Incarnation was accom-
plished, and on the marble floor is this inscription :
Verbum caro hic factum est. (Here the Word was
made flesh.) The house was miraculously conveyed
through the air to Loretto, to avoid desecration,
and there it rests without any visible foundation,
the shrine of millions pf pilgrims and thousands of
sniracles. -
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Q. Is the Blessed Virgin Mary truly the Mother of
God?

A. The Blessed Virgin Mary is truly the Mother of
God, because the same Divine Person who i3 the Son of
God is also the Son of the Blessed Virgin Mary.

TaE CATHOLIC WAIF AND THE PROTESTANT
Bisaop

In a Londen charity-school a Protestant bishop
and several other Anglican clergymen were hearing
the waifs recite their prayers. Among them was a
Catholic lad. This latter, having said the ¢Our
Father,” etc., began, as he had been taught, to recite
the ¢ Hail Mary ”; but the bishop interposed hastily,
saying: “ No, no! we want to hear nothing about
her. Go on to the next.” The lad then began
the ¢« Apostles’ Creed ”; but when he arrived at *“ was
conceived of the Holy Ghost, born of the—" he
stopped, and looking up said, “ Now, what am I to
do, sir, for here she comes again.” And so it is, in-
deed, for the Virgin is as irrevocably bound up with
our Redemption and our religion as is a loving mother
with the existence and the fortunes of her children.

Pius X. in his very first message to the world men-
tions Mary as “participating in all mysteries and
dispensing every grace.”

Q. Did the Son of God become man immediately
after the sin of our first parents?

A. The Son of God did not become man immedi-
ately after the sin of our first parents, but was
promised to them as a Redeemer.
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Gop MovVvEs SLOwLY

A certain infidel based his denial of the existence
of God on the fact that if God existed He would not
delay in punishing the world’s great sinners. “Even
my poor sense of justice would demand vengeance
on their guilty heads, and that, too, immediately,”
he said in arguing with a Christian friend; ¢“and if
your God exists, surely His sense of justice ought to
be keener than mine.” ¢ Yes,” his friend rejoined,
“but you and I are in a hurry because we feel that
time — a short space of time — is the limit of our ex-
istence, but God can afford to take His time in the
exercise of both His justice and His mercy, because
the measure of His being is eternity.”

Q. How could they be saved who lived before the
Son of God became man ?

A. They who lived before the Son of God became
man could be saved by believing in a Redeemer to
come, and by keeping the Commandments.

THE FrUIT oF THE PrROMISED LAND

Moses, while still with the Israelites in the desert,
sent two spies to view the Promised Land. On their
return from their tour of investigation, they brought
back in proof of the land’s_richness an immense
bunch of grapes 8trung on a pole and so carried be-
tween them, one preceding, the other following.
That cluster of grapes represents Christ on the
cross; and he that went before personifies the
saints of old, and he that followed typifies those who
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came after Christ. Thus the virtue of the cross
touches each, and Christ’s sweetness and refreshing
grace are ever ready to their hands, though in this -
respect the Christian has the advantage. To the
men of old, God said: “ Go before Me and be per-
fect,” but to His Christian followers Christ Himself
has shown the way, and, leading, says: *“ Come, fol-
low Me.”

Q. On what day was the Son of Grod conceived and -
made man 2

A. The Son of God was conceived and made man
" on Annunciation Day — the day on which the Angel
Gabriel announced to the Blessed Virgin Mary that
she was to be the Mother of God.

THE DEvVIL EXPOSTULATES

We adore the mystery of the Incarnation twice
during the Mass, viz. at the words of the Creed,
Et homo factus est, and at the Kt Verbum caro
Sactum est, of the last gospel. A young man
while assisting at Mass neglected to genuflect at
these two points, and immediately the devil with a
threatening aspect appeared and said: ¢ Ungrateful
wretch | have you no sense of thankfulness? If
God had only done half as much for us we would be
constantly prostrate before Him adonng and thank-
ing Him.”

Q. On what day was Christ born 2
A. Christ was born on Christmas Day, in a stable
at Bethlehem, nineteen hundred years ago.
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A STUDY IN DazZEs=

Previous to the coming af Christ, cime was reck-
oned A.U.C., —that is, 45 urle condita, or in English,
¢« From the bailding o7 tha city ” (Rome) ; but since
Christ’s time we compute the years as A.D., Anno
Domini, or “year of the Lord.” The years 7564 A.u.c.
and 1 A.p. coincide. But it is most probable that
Christ was born on December 25, 747 A.u.c., or
six years previous to the opening of what we call
the Christian era. He certainly was not born later
than 750 A.uU.c., for St. Matthew says He was born
during the reign of Herod the Great, and Herod, we
know, died in 750 A.u.c. Neither was He born
previous to 746 A.U.c., for all the early writers tell
us He was born in time of peace, and the only period
of peace about that time began in 746, and lasted six
years. That He was born in 747 A.u.c. is highly
probable from the fact that the census spoken of in
the Gospel was made by Sentius Sauterninus, pro-
prator of Syria, in his last year of office ; and he, we
know, held office from 744 A.U.c. to the beginning
of the year 748 A.v.c. Hence Christ was born
December 25, 747 A.v.c., or six years before the
opening of our present calendar.

Q. How long did Christ live on earth?
A. Christ lived on earth about thirty-three years,
and led a most holy life in poverty and suffering.

OuRr LorD’S AGE

It being most probable that Our Lord was born
on December 25, 747 A.u.c., and, as we shall see
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later, it being equally probable that the crucifixion
took place on March 24 (Friday), 782 A.u.c., or 29
A.D., therefore, Our Saviour’s age at the time of
His death was exactly thirty-three years and three
months.

Q. Why did Christ live so long on earth?
A. Christ lived so long on earth to show us the way
to heaven by His teachings and example.

THE DISCIPLE OF ZENO

Christ taught by word and example, and thus
showed us the necessity of reducing to practice what
we learn. In the order of virtue, an ounce of practice
is worth tons of pure theory. A youth, who had
been sent to the famous Greek philosopher Zeno to
finish his studies, was asked by his father on his return
home, ¢ Well, what hast thou learned?” ¢ Thou
shalt see presently,” the young man answered, and
added not another word. His father, thinking his
silence to be an evidence of stupidity or neglect of
study, abused him roundly, saying: * This, forsooth,
is the result of all the expense I have been to.”
Then noticing the youth’s patience and submission to
it all. he inquired : “ What means this silence, sir ?”
«“That,” replied the youth, ¢“is what Zeno taught
me.



LESSON EIGHTH

ON OUR LORD'S PASSION, DEATH, REBSURREC-
TION, AND ASCENSION

Q. What did Jesus Christ suffer 2
A. Jesus Christ suffered a bloody sweat, a cruel
scourging, was crowned with thorns, and was crucified.

THE Sick CHILD AND THE BITTER MEDICINE

The contemplation of Christ’s sufferings should
enable us to bear our own trials more patiently. A
child who was very ill had to take a peculiarly nau-
seous medicine. He took it once, but refused to take
it a second time. Then his mother brought a picture
of Our Lord in the Garden of Olives and the angel
offering the chalice to Him. ¢ Look,” she said to
the sick child, ¢“ Our Saviour drank the chalice of
suffering not for His own sake, but for yours, and
you will not drink your physic for your own sake.
At least take it for the love of Christ.” ¢ Very well,
then, for the love of Our Lord Jesus,” the child re-
joined, and swallowed the bitter potion without a
murmur. We, too, should find it easier to bear our
sufferings if we fixed our eyes on our suffering Lord.

Q. On what day did Christ die?
A. Christ-died on Good Friday.
91
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THE FIirsT Goop FRIDAY

The first Good Friday most probably fell on Fri-
day the 24th of March, 782 A.uv.c.,—that is, 29 A.D.
Tertullian and Lactantius, writing within a cen-
tury of the event, say : “The Jews crucified Christ
on the seventh day before the Kalends of April
(March 24th), in the fifteenth year of the reign of
Tiberius Cesar, and in the consulship of the two
Gemini.” . From the history of pagan Rome, it is
known for certain that Rubellius and Fucius Geminus
were consuls in the year 782 A.U.C. or 29 A.D.

Q. Why do you call that day “good” on which
Christ died so sorrowful a death?

A. We call that day good on which Christ died
because by His death He showed His great love for
man, and purchased for him every blessing.

ST. ANDREW THE APOSTLE

St. Andrew, brother of St. Peter and the first
apostle called, also suffered death by crucifixion. It
is related that when he was led out to die and saw
the cross, he cried out: “ O precious cross, that hast
been consecrated by the body of my Lord, and
adorned with His limbs as with rich jewels, receive
me into thy arms, and present me to my Master, that
He, who redeemed me on thee, may receive me by
thee 17

Q. Where did Christ die?
A. Christ died on Mount Calvary.
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THE Rocks or CALVARY

The rocks on Mount Calvary, the Gospel relates,
were rent asunder at the death of Christ. A learned
English professor, a free-thinker, who, though he de-
manded submission on the part of his pupils, would
not himself admit any truth of religion without
proof, was making a tour of Palestine, and hearing
of the fissures in the rocks of Calvary went to see and
to ridicule such evidence. But when he saw that,
instead of following the natural divisions of the soil,
as is usual in convulsions of the earth, they on the
contrary follow the most oblique directions, he was
staggered, and said: “I begin to be a Christian. I
have made a profound study of mathematics and
physics, and I see clearly that these rents are the re-
sult of no ordinary earthquake, and I thank God for
having brought me here to contemplate this monu-
ment of His power, and this lasting proof of Christ’s
divinity.” '

Q. How did Christ die?
A. Christ was nailed to the Cross, and died on it
between two thieves.

THE Goop THIEF

A pious tradition has it that during the flight into
Egypt, the Holy Family was attacked by these two
robbers, who, when they found no booty in prospect,
were for murdering their helpless victims. One of
them, however, struck by the beauty of the child
Jesus, was maved to pity, and fought off his more
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savage companion. This story, whether true or
imaginary, serves at least to illustrate the fact that
even the worst sinners are sometimes the subject of
virtuous impulses, and that if these good tendencies,
however trifling, be yielded to, they will not be over-
looked by our merciful Saviour, but will eventually
gain for their authors the precious grace of repentance.

Q. Why did Christ suffer and die?
A. Christ suffered and died for our sins.

THE BURIED SEED

A little city girl was one springtime visiting her
country cousins, and seeing the laborers in the field
planting the seed, she cried out: * Oh, what a foolish
thing! to bury the beautiful .seed in the earth to
rot and die!” The farmer smiled and said: “ Yes;
but if we don’t bury it, we shall have no fine fields
of corn this summer, nor abundant harvest in the
fall.”” This law of nature is also the law of grace.
Whoever humbleth himself shall be exalted. So, too,
Christ’s voluntary degradation was the cause of our -
exaltation. He Himself expressed this truth when
He said : ¢ Unless the grain of wheat falling into the
ground die, itself remaineth alone, but if it die, it
bringeth forth much fruit.”

Q. What lessons do we learn from the sufferings
and death of Christ?

A. From the sufferings and death of Christ we learn
the great evil of sin, the hatred God bears to it, and the
necessity of satisfying for it.
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- THE DISAPPOINTED PHILOSOPHER

Unselfish self-sacrifice in behalf of others even
unto death, is one of the surest credentials of God’s
ambassadors. A member of the French Directory,
whose name was Lepaux, had, after puzzling his
brains for a long time, devised a new religion which
he called Philanthropy (the modern altruism), but
he could gain no disciples. One day he complained
of his want of success to Talleyrand, the well-known
statesman. “I am not the least surprised at your
failure,” the latter replied. ¢ If you wish for success,
go and work miracles ; heal the sick, restore life to
the dead ; let yourself be crucified and buried, and
rise again on the third day. Do this, and take my
word for it, all the world will run after you.” The
philosopher saw the truth of this, and went away a
. humbler man than he came. Messengers specially
sent by God must not only work wonders, but must
also be models of self-sacrifice as a confirmation of
their preaching and a proof of their divine mission.

Q. Whither did Christ's soul go after His death?
A. After Christ’s death His soul descended tinto
hell.

THE FINDING OoF THE TRUE CROSS

The Emperor Constantine’s mother, St. Helena,
although then eighty years of age, undertook a pil-
grimage to the Holy Land, with a determination to
find, if possible, the true cross. She caused the pro-
fane buildings that had been erected on Calvary to be
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removed, and put a band of men to work excavating.
Presently they came upon three crosses and all the
other instruments of the passion. It had ever been
the custom of the Jews to bury the instruments of a
criminal’s death near the place of his execution.
The difficulty now was to distinguish the cross of
Our Lord from the other two. Accordingly, all
three were borne in solemn procession to the home
of a lady who was dangerously ill. The first and
second crosses were applied to the invalid without
effect, but on the third being applied, she was
instantly restored to health.

Q. Did Christ’s soul descend into the hell of the
damned ?

A. The hell into which Christ’s soul descended was
not the hell of the damned, but a place or state of rest
called limbo, where the souls of the just were waiting

for Him. .
THE FoUR STATES

A Catholic was conversing with several non-Catho-
lics about the next life. «1,” said one, “do not be-
lieve in a hereafter at all. When I die, that will be
the end of me.” «“And I,” said another, « believe
that all men are destined to be saved, so that in my
opinion the good God has only one place in store for
us all, viz. heaven.” ¢Our God is a just God,” said
a third, a Protestant, *“and I believe that besides a
heaven for the good, there is also a hell which
awaits the wicked.” ¢ Gentlemen,” said the Catho-
lic, ““it is only the one true Church, after all, that holds
the faith in its entirety; for I believe in a heaven fo-
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the good, a hell for the wicked, a purgatory as a state
of preparation for heaven, and also a limbo where
the souls of the just of the Old Law were detained
without purgatorial pains unto the Saviour’s coming.”

Q. Why did Christ descend into limbo ?

A. Christ descended into limbo to preach to the
souls who were in prison — that is, to announce to them
the joyful tidings of their Redemption.

THE PrRoTESTANT DoaG

If Christ by the sacrifice of Himself on the cross
accomplished the liberation of innumerable souls
from limbo, how unreasonable it is for Protestants
to deny the efficacy of the sacrifice of the Mass,
which is the same sacrifice as that of the cross, in
procuring the release of a soul from purgatory! A
pious peasant had a faithful dog which he dearly
prized and loved, and when the animal died he
buried him with great care. While so engaged, a
Protestant minister passing by laughed at him, and
coarsely suggested that the man sing a Libera or
recite a De Profundis over the grave. ¢I greatly
regret,” sighed the peasant, *“that my dog was a
Protestant, and did not believe in prayers for the
dead ; and so of course I am obliged to bury him
just as your Reverence yourself will be one day
interred.”

Q. Where was Christ’s body while His soul was in -
limbo 2

A. While Christ’s soul was in limbo His body wm
in the holy sepulcher.
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EARTH FROM THE HoLY SEPULCHER

St. Augustine relates that a man named Hespe-
rius had the misfortune to live in a haunted house.
A friend who was returning from a pilgrimage to the
Holy Land, brought the persecuted man a little earth
from the holy sepulcher. No sooner had it been
sprinkled in the apartments, than the devil and his
imps suddenly took their departure. So impressed
with the miracle was Hesperius that he became a
Catholic, and changed the house into a church.
God was pleased with his piety, for at the very first
Mass celebrated in the new church a paralytic young
man was instantly cured.

Q. On what day divd Christ rise from the dead ?
A. Christ rose from the dead, glorious and immortal,
on Easter Sunday, the third day after His death.

THE PAscHAL CONTROVERSY

The first Easter Sunday fell on the 26th of March,
i the year 782 A.vu.c., or 29 A.n. The early
Christian Church was much disturbed by a contro-
versy as to what day was the proper one on which
to celebrate the Easter festival. The dispute was
waged between the Jewish converts who constituted
the church in Asia Minor, on the one hand, and the
rest of the Christian world, on the other. The
former celebrated the crucifixion on the 14th of the
month Nisan, and the resurrection on the third day
following. The consequence was that Easter was
oftenest celebrated on a week day. In the rest of
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Christendom the custom was to celebrate the resur-
rection always on Sunday, and the death of Our Lord
on the preceding Friday. The controversy lasted for
centuries, and though attempts to settle it were made
by Popes Anicetus (157-168) and Victor (191-201),
it was not until the Council of Nicea (825) that the
western custom was adopted by all.

Q. How long did Christ stay on earth after His
resurrection 2

A. Christ stayed on earth forty days after His
resurrection, to show that He was truly risen from the
dead, and to instruct His apostles.

THE ForTY MARTYRS

The number forty has been rendered sacred in
various ways. The chosen people wandered forty
years in the desert; Moses spent forty days on Mount
Sinai ; Elias traveled forty days to Mount Horeb,
and Our Lord fasted forty days in the wilderness.
In one of the Roman legions were forty young
Christian soldiers remarkable for their piety and
courage. One day when the legion was being hard
pressed by the enemy and was half dead from heat
and thirst, these young men prayed God for aid, and
immediately a thunder-storm broke out of a clear
sky, the rain refreshing their fellow-soldiers, and the
thunder and lightning putting the enemy to flight.
Soon afterward the “Thundering Legion” was ordered
on duty at a pagan religious service, and the forty
Christians, for refusing to attend, were stripped and
bound and laid side by side on a frozen lake. Night
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and day they prayed that all might persevere and
preserve their number forty intact, but in the middle
of the night the soldier on guard saw an angel come
down with thirty-nine crowns, and at the same moment
one of the sufferers rolled himself over and into a
hot bath which their torturers had kept handy for
any who should yield. Immediately the pagan guard
threw down his arms, stripped off his clothes, and
announcing himself a Christian, lay down and perished
with the others. Thus was their prayer answered,
for the fortieth crown too had a claimant.

Q. After Christ had remained forty days on earth
whither did He go?

A. After forty days Christ ascended into heaven,
and the day on which He ascended into heaven i8 called
Ascension Day.

CHRIST’S FOOTSTEPS

It is related by the Fathers that Christ left the
imprint of His sacred feet on the spot from which
He ascended. St. Augustine declares that in his day,
four hundred years later, they were still visible, and
St. Paulinus adds that many attempts to pave over
the spot had been unsuccessful. These precious
relics have in all ages been visited by the faithful
with the greatest veneration.

Q. Where is Christ in heaven 2
A. In heaven Christ sits at the right hand of God
the Father Almighty.
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THE CoMPLETE WAY orF THE CRoOsSs

St. Bernardine tells of a pious pilgrim, who, having *
visited in order all the consecrated places from Beth-
lehem to Calvary, was, on arriving at the latter place,
so filled with a desire to follow his Lord still further
that he threw himself on the ground with such love
and fervor that his soul struggled free of his body
and flew from the place of Christ’s suffering to the
contemplation of Him in His glory.

Q. What do you mean by saying that Christ sits at
the right hand of God ?

A. When I say that Christ sits at the right hand of
God I mean that Christ as God is equal to His Father
in all things, and that as man He 8 in the highest place
in heaven next toGod.

THE PLACE oF HoONOR

.At every banquet the host places the guest whom
he specially desires to honor at his right hand. So
it was with God ; on Ascension Day He said to His
divine Son: ¢ Sit Thou at My right hand till I make
Thine enemies Thy footstool.”



LESSON NINTH

ON THE HOLY GHOST AND HIS DESCENT UPON
THE APOSTLES

Q. Who 8 the Holy Ghost?
A. The Holy Ghost is the third Person of the
Blessed Trinity. )

St." NORBERT

The Holy Spirit touches the heart of man by means
of misfortune.- St. Norbert was the scion of a noble
race. In his youth he cared only for the pursuit of
worldly pleasures. One day when he was riding from
his father’s castle to a neighboring village, he was
overtaken by a heavy storm. The lightning fell and
struck the ground just in front of his horse’s head.
The terrified animal threw his rider and galloped
away. For more than an hour Norbert lay on the
ground in a state of unconsciousness. When he came
to himself, he was a changed man. He thought in
his heart how ill it would have fared with him, had
he then been summoned to appear before the judg-
ment-seat of God. He gave thanks to God for hav-
ing granted him time to do penance, and he resolved
to amend his ways. He received Holy Orders when
he was thirty years old ; he then took the religious
habit and journeyed through many lands preaching
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penance ; everywhere the vanity of earthly riches
and enjoyments was the theme of his discourse. At
a later period he founded the Premonstratensian
Order ; at the time of his death (1134) he was Arch-
bishop of Magdeburg. His remains are interrsd in
the monastery of Strahon, near Prague.

Q. From whom does the Holy Ghost proceed ?
A. The Holy Ghost proceeds from the Father and
the Son.

ERRORS ON THE HoLy GHOST

The Macedonians, so called from their leader
Macedonius, Patriarch of Constantinople, taught that
the Holy Ghost was not God, but a creature of the
same nature as the angels, though of a higher rank.
Pope St. Damasus in an (Ecumenical Council held at
Constantinople in 381 condemned this error. To
the Nicene Creed, sung on Sundays in the Mass, he
caused to be added the words: “I believe in the
Holy Ghost, the Lord and Life-giver, who proceedeth
from the Father and the Son ; who together with the
Father and the Son is adored and glorified ; who
spoke by the prophets.” Macedonius was not living
at the time of the Council, having died miserably and
impenitent about the year 361.

Q. Is the Holy Ghost equal to the Father and the
Son 2 )

A. The Holy Ghost i8 equal to the Father and the
8on, being the same Lord and God as they are.
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St. FrANCIS BORGIA

The Holy Spirit touches the heart of man by the
sight of death. St. Francis Borgia was a duke, and
for many years was attached to the court of the Em-
peror Charles V. The chief aim he proposed to him-
self was to win the favor of the Empress Isabella; he
was, in fact, a great favorite with her. Now it hap-
pened that the empress was suddenly attacked by a
mortal malady, and died in the bloom of her youth.
Francis Borgia was commissioned by the emperor to
conduct the remains of his imperial consort to Gra-
nada, where she was to be interred. On the arrival of
the funeral cortége in Granada, the coffin was opened
according to the prescribed usage, in order that the
body might be seen by the officials, and identified as
that of the late empress. But what a sight met their
view! The countenance of the deceased, formerly
so fair, was disfigured beyond recognition, and a hor-
rible efluvium pervaded the vault, rendering it almost
impossible for the bystanders to remain there. At
that moment Francis’ soul was illumined by a ray of
divine grace. He said to himself: ¢ Oh, how speedily
beauty, power, and happiness vanish at a breath !
What have I now for all the years that I have served
my sovereign? Never again will I serve a created
being whom death can take from me. Henceforth I
will devote myself to the service of God alone.”
The next night he spent in prayer, and later on
entered the Society of Jesus. After a time he was
elected General of the Order. He died in the year
1572. From this instance it will be seen how
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c(;mplete a transformation the grace of God can
effect.

Q. On what day did the Holy Ghost come down
upon the apostles 2

A. The Holy Ghost came down upon the apostles
ten days after the Ascension of Our Lord ; and the day
on which He came down upon the apostles is called
W hitsunday, or Pentecost.

St. ANTONY THE HERMIT

‘The Holy Ghost touches the heart by the preach-
ing of the Gospel. St. Antony was born of Egyptian
parents who brought him up in the fear of God.
When he was nineteen years old, his parents died,
bequeathing to him a large fortune. About six
months later he was one day on his way to church,
when it occurred to his mind that Christ lived a life
of poverty and so did His apostles, and he thought
that one could serve God better in poor than in
wealthy circumstances. This idea took possession of
him ; he could not get rid of it. At length he
reached the church, and on entering it was much
struck by the words of the Gospel which the priest
was reading. «If thou wilt be perfect, go sell what
thou hast and give to the poor, and thou shalt have
treasure in heaven ; and come, follow Me.” (St.
Matt. xix. 21.) Antony applied these words to him-
self ; on returning home, he resolved to sell all his
vast possessions and give the proceeds to the poor.
This he did, and then went into the desert, where he
led an austere and saintly life. Despite all his aus-
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terities he lived to the age of a hundred and two
years. The Holy Ghost spoke to the soul of the
young man on the way to church and on his entrance
into the sacred edifice. A

Q. How did the Holy Ghost come down upon the
apostles 2

A. The Holy Ghost came down upon the apostles
in the form of tongues of fire.

SPEAKING A LANGUAGE WITHOUT HAVING
LeARNED IT

When the Holy Ghost came down upon the
apostles they received the gift of tongues; that is,
though they spoke in Hebrew, the men of all nations
among their hearers each heard the Gospel preached
in his own tongue. The same miracle has been re-
peated several times since, as for example, in the case
of St. Vincent Ferrar, St. Anthony of Padua, and St.
Francis Xavier. Onz day St. Dominic, on his way
to Paris, received many kindnesses at the hands of
some Germans, and wishing to give them in return
the only thing in his possession, viz. the glad tidings
of the Gospel, he prayed God fervently to enable
him to address them in their own language, and im-
mediately he received that gift, and for four days
while in their company he spoke German fluently, —
a language he had never learned.

Q. Who sent the Holy Ghost upon the apostles?
A. Our Lord Jesus Christ sent the Holy Ghost upon
the apostles.
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THE SENDER AND THE ONE SENT

A heretic thus argued against the divinity of the
Holy Ghost : ¢ The person sent,” he said, “is al-
ways inferior to the one who sent him. A private
soldier is the inferior of his commander, a servant
is subordinate to his master. Now, as Christ sent
the Holy Ghost, therefore the third Person of your
Trinity is not God, but a mere creature. One never
sends one’s equal on a message.” A Catholic who
was present replied : * There are many ways of send-
ing. The sun, for example, sends forth its rays, but
who shall say they are by nature inferior to their
source ? The plant sends forth its leaves and blos-
soms and fruit, but all three are of an equal or even
higher order than the parent stem.” His refutation
of the argument was quite complete, for it is false to
say that to be sent always indicates inferiority.

Q. Why did Christ send the Holy Ghost?

A. Christ sent the Holy Ghost to sanctify His Church,
to enlighten and strengthen the apostles, and to enable
them te preach the Gospel.

AN ARIAN BisHorP IN A DILEMMA

God never permits wonders to be wrought in con-
firmation of what is not true. At the time when the
Arian heresy prevailed, the Arian bishop of Car-
thage, Cyril, thought to deceive the inhabitants of
Carthage, and by a wily stratagem make them be-
lieve that God worked miracles to prove the truth of
the Arian tenets. He sent for a man who was a
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stranger in the town and gave him fifty pieces of
gold, on condition that he should pretend to be blind,
and after the lapse of an appointed time, should beg
the Arian bishop to cure him. The man took the
bribe, and did as he was desired. Openly upon the
market-place he solicited the bishop to work his cure.
When a great crowd had collected, the bishop said
in a loud voice: “To prove that we Arians hold the
true faith, in the name of God I restore sight to this
blind man.” He bade the man open his eyes, but
alas! to his astonishment and confusion, he found
the feigned blindness had become real, the man had
actually lost his sight. The poor fellow began to
lament bitterly, and told all the bystanders how he
had been bribed, and for what end. It need scarcely
be said that the bishop took his departure hastily.
At a subsequent time the blind man’s sight was
restored by the prayer and imposition of hands of
St. Eugenius, the Catholic bishop of Carthage.!

Q. Will the Holy Ghost abide with the Church for-
ever ? ' '

A. The Holy Ghost will abide with the Chufch for-
ever, and guide it in the way of holiness and truth.

THE TEMPLE AT JERUSALEM

God is faithful,— that is, He always fulfills His
word. God announced by the mouth of the prophets

" of the Old Testament that after Our Lord’s death the
temple at Jerusalem should be entirely destroyed, and

" 1 This incident occurred in the reign of the Arian king Thrasi-
mund.
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never be rebuilt as long as the world lasted. In the
year 70 A.p. the Romans overthrew the city of
Jerusalem, burned the magnificent temple, and laid
its walls even with the ground. Nearly three cen-
turies later the Emperor Julian the Apostate en-
deavored to rebuild the temple ; his design was to
prove God’s prediction to be false. Workmen were
gathered from all parts; amongst them were a con-
siderable number of Jews. The walls of the new
structure had already attained a good height, to the
gratification of the Emperor Julian and all the
adversaries of Christianity, when a violent earth-
quake occurred which caused the walls to fall down.
Thus the jubilation of the unbelievers was of short
duration. However, the attempt was not abandoned;
the laborers resumed their work, and the damage
was soon repaired. Then another earthquake razed
the edifice to the ground, and flames breaking out
of the earth completed the destruction, and forced
the workmen to fly to a distance. The uselessness
of any further effort was evident, and to this day a
heap of ruins alone marks the spot where the temple
once stood. Hence we see that the word of God
never fails to be fulfilled.



LESSON TENTH
ON THE EFFECTS OF THE REDEMPTION

Q. Which are the chief effects of the Redemption 2 _

A. The chief effects of the Redemption are two: The
satisfaction of Grod’s justice by Christ’s sufferings and
death, and the gaining of grace for men.

THE FrIEND IN NEED

A certain man had, through his own folly, incurred
so large a debt that there was practically no hope of
his ever being able to pay it. In the midst of his
despair a generous old friend came along, and not
only paid off all the debt, but went immediately and
deposited a very large sum to the delinquent’s credit,

" with the sole reservation that none could be drawn
out without his indorsement. Imagine the gratitude
of the poor debtor, and his lifelong devotion to his
friend’s interests. Now, that debtor is a figure of
each of us. We were hopelessly in God’s debt by
sin, but our generous Saviour came, and not only
canceled our liabilities, but also founded an infinite
fund of merit from which, with His indorsement, —
that is, by acts of faith, hope, love, and contrition,
and through prayer and the Sacraments, — we may
draw sufficient for all our needs unto life everlasting.’
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Q. What do you mean by grace?

A. By grace I mean a supernatural gift of God
bestowed on us, through the merits of Jesus Christ, for
our salvation.

Two PICTURES

A priest was giving a stereopticon lecture to his
Sunday school, and to show the natures of, and the
contrast between, sin and grace, he threw on the can-
vas two pictures. The first was that of the Prodigal
Son, filthy and emaciated, and clad in rags, and so
reduced by want and hunger that he was fain to fill
himself from the troughs of the hogs, whose com-
panion and herdsman he had become. The other
picture was the Prodigal again, but this time he was
clothed in magnificent attire, with a look of peace
and inexpressible joy on his countenance, and reclin-
ing on his dear father’s bosom, while the splendid
mansion in the background was gayly decorated and
filled with sweet music and alive with rejoicing and
the bustle of preparation for the grand banquet about
to be spread in his honor. There is joy in heaven
over one sinner who arises and goes to his Father
and is clothed with His grace.

Q.. How many kinds of grace are there?
A. There are two kinds of grace, sanctifying grace
and actual grace.

THE INSCRIPTION ON A GRAVESTONE

A traveler was passing through a churchyard
when the following epitaph on a superb sepulchral
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monument met his eye. ¢ Here lie the remains of
N. N. He died at the age of ninety years, but only
lived three years.” The stranger could make noth-
ing of this singular epitaph, and asked the sexton
what it meant. The man replied : «The individual
who is buried there led a wicked life for eighty-
seven years, but for the last three years before he
died he had the fear of God before his eyes. On
that account, when on his deathbed, he desired that
those words should be inscribed on his tombstone.”
The traveler went on his way with a grave and
thoughtful expression of countenance. Hence we
see that there are people who are (physically) alive,
yet (spiritually) dead ; this comes from the fact that
they are destitute of sanctifying grace.

THE BURIED MONEY

Actual grace is given us especially in the hour of
temptation; and temptation is something we should
always and everywhere resist. A certain town was
in the time of war in danger of being plundered, and
on this account many of the inhabitants sought to
place their money and valuables in safety. Now in
that town there were two brothers, both bachelors,
living in one house ; they, too, were desirous of con-
cealing their money, for they were very rich. Con-
sequently, one night they went out into the garden
to look for a place where they could bury it. They
dug a hole in which they deposited a large jar filled
with gold ; then they covered it up and pressed the
earth firmly down. Little did they suspect that
in the next garden a poor man was sitting, a day-
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laborer, whom solicitude concerning the maintenance
of his family had driven into solitude. Hearing a
noise and whispering, he went close to the hedge and
peeped through, to ascertain what was going on. He
soon perceived that his two neighbors were bury-
ing their money. When they had ended their work,
and had gone back into the house, the thought oc-
curred to him that now he might become a rich
man. Why should he not get the hidden treasure ?
A feverish excitement took possession of him; an
invisible force seemed to impel him to climb over
the fence and dig up the jar. Then the thought
struck him: “ God has said, ¢ Thou shalt not steal.’
And when I was a boy, my father said to me a
hundred times, ¢ Honesty is the best policy.”” But
as in answer a voice whispered to him: “No one
sees you ; you will never be suspected. It will not
take you many minutes. Do not take all the gold;
but even if you were to take it all, your neighbors
would still be rich men, and you and your family
would be comfortably provided for.” But he said
again to himself : “I know that God sees me, and
He will be my judge one day. What would become
of me if this theft were told against me? No, better
keep honest though poor ; God will not forsake me.”
Presently the poor laborer went into his house and
lay down in bed. Yet sleep forsook his eyes; he
was continually racked with wretched thoughts. As
soon as the sun rose and daylight streamed through
the window, he got up, dressed himself, and straight-
way went to his neighbor’s house and knocked
loudly at the door. When it was opened, he said :
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«“] saw you last night burying your money in the
garden. That sight nearly made a thief of me. Will
you have the goodness to dig up your money and
hide it elsewhere, so that I may once more be at
peace ?” The two brothers were pleased with the
honesty and uprightness evinced by the poor man ;
and as a recompense they obtained a better situation
for him. God rewards those who resist and over-
come temptation.

Q. What 18 sanctifying grace?

A. Sanctifying grace is that grace which makes the
soul holy and pleasing to God.

THE MAYPOLE

The loss of sanctifying grace renders a man hideous
in God’s sight. In many localities it is customary to
erect a Maypole on the first of May. A tall well-
grown tree is cut down in the wood and brought to
the village green. It is decorated with strips of gilt
paper and all manner of tinsel and finery. The
young people dance round the tree and make merry.
But when the tree has tood one day in the hot sun,
it loses all its beauty, in spite of its showy and
glittering decorations. One day when the merry-
making was over, the schoolmaster’s son went to his
father, and said : « Father, how is it that the May-
pole already looks so withered and ugly ?” His
father replied: «I will tell you the reason: it is
because the tree is cut off from the root. It can no
longer absorb nourishment from the earth. The
sunbeams, which, before it was cut down, were benefi-
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cial to it, are now only detrimental.” It is just the
same with us men; as soon as a man has separated
himself from God by mortal sin, he is on the road to
perdition, however rich are his possessions of gold
and silver.

Q. What do you call those graces or gifts of God by
which we believe in Him, hope in Him, and love Him ?

A. Those graces or gifts of God by which we believe
tn Him, and hope in Him, and love Him, are called the
Divine virtues of Faith, Hope, and Charity.

THE THUNDERING LEGION

The young Christian members of this famouslegion
give us a conspicuous example of faith in the midst
of unbelief, of hope amid despair, and of charity for
their future executioners. The historian Eusebius
relates that during an expedition which the Emperor
Marcus Aurelius made in the year 170 A.p., in order
to conquer the tribes inhabiting the district now
known as Moravia, his troops were at one time while
on the march decoyed into a narrow pass whence they
could not get out without great ditliculty. The sun
beat down on them with its scorching rays, the soldiers
were tortured with thirst, for no water was to be
found where they were. Then all the Christians
who were in the legion fell on their knees and sent
up earnest prayers to Heaven. Before long, heavy
clouds came up, and there was a tremendous storm,
with torrents of rain. The Roman soldiers caught
the rain in their helmets and shields, and refreshed
by the welcome draughts thus afforded them, pressed
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forward and put their foes to flight. This legion
was afterward distinguished by the name of legio
Sulminatriz, the legion of the storm, or the Thunder-
ing Legion.

Q. What is Faith?
A. Faith ts a Divine virtue by which we ﬁrmly believe
the truths which God has revealed.

Louls IX AND THE MirAcuLous HosT

The faith of a Christian is a firm conviction. Dur-
ing the reign of Louis IX, king of France, while
Mass was being celebrated in one of the churches of
Paris, Our Lord appeared in the sacred Host in the
form of a little child. The people ran in crowds to
the church, actuated by curiosity to behold this
marvel. Some one went to the saintly King Louis to
inform him of what had taken place. But the king
did not leave his room. On being asked why he
remained away, he answered : *“ God works this
miracle for the sake of unbelievers, not for the faith-
ful. I donotneed to be convinced of the presence of
Our Lord in the Blessed Sacrament. Had I happened
to be present when this miracle took place, I should
have closed my eyes, so as not to lose the merit of
faith.” Hence it will be seen how steadfastly this
holy monarch believed in the truth of all that the
Church teaches.

Q- What vs Hope ?

A. Hope i3 a Divine virtue by which we firmly
trust that God will give us eternal life and the means
to obtain 1t.
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THE DELIVERANCE OF VIENNA IN 1683

When need is highest, God’s help is nighest. In
the year 1683 the Turkish army, consisting of
250,000 men, appeared before the walls of Vienna.
On the 16th of July the town was surrounded ; the
siege lasted until the 12th of September. The gar-
rison of the besieged city consisted of only 16,000
fighting men; their commander was the brave
Starhemberg. The Turks endeavored to obtain pos-
~ session of the town by undermining the walls. They
constructed subterranean passages in which they
placed gunpowder; this, when ignited, blew up large
portions of the fortifications with a tremendous noise.
Through the breaches thus made the enemy sought
- to effect an entrance into the town, but they were
driven back by the valiant Viennese every time
they made the attempt. Yet the number of the
defenders gradually diminished and scarcity of pro-
visions began to be felt. On the 11th of September
the Turks, who knew that the town could not hold
out much longer, attempted to take it by storm.
This onslaught was terrific, worse than any previous
one ; yet this time the enemy was again repulsed.
However, another such attack and the town would
certainly be taken, and Austria would fall under the
sway of the Turk. The distress seemed to havereached
its height. But now that need was greatest, God’s
help was nighest. Rockets were continually sent up
from the tower of St.Stephen’s cathedral, and these
fiery emissaries, seen at a great distance in the dark-
ness of night, proclaimed the sore straits to which




118 THE EFFECTS OF THE REDEMPTION

the inhabitants were reduced. These were seen by
the Christians, for the army of relief was already
near at hand, encamped on a height overlooking the
town. John Sobieski, the king of Poland, no sooner
heard that Vienna was in danger of being taken by
the Turks, than he hastened with an army of about
25,000 men to raise the siege ; his troops were joined
by those of Duke Charles of Lorraine and of both the
electors of Bavaria and of Saxony. Together they
constituted a force of some 90,000 men. Early on
the morning of the 12th of September, which was
Sunday, a solemn stillness prevailed in the camp of
the Christians. A white cross had been set up on
the eminence as the common standard of the united
army. Mass was said in St. Leopold’s church, the
king of Poland acting as server at the altar. All
the leaders who were present received holy com-
munion, and the soldiers knelt to receive the blessing
of the priest. The king of Poland addressed his
warriors, encouraging them in eloquent words to do
their duty, relying on the aid of the Mother of God.
Meanwhile the roar of the cannon was heard in the
valley below, the bursting of the mines resounded
from time to time, and the signals of distress within
the town were redoubled. At length the order for
the attack was given, five gunshots announcing to the
besieged that succor was at hand. The Christians
marched down the hill, their war-cry being the holy
names of Jesus and Mary, and fell upon the Turks
with unexampled fury. The battle lasted all day ;
when evening closed in, the Turks fled in the wildest
disorder. A large amount of valuable booty was
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taken in the enemy’s camp, and the greater part.of
the Christians who had been taken prisoners were
set at liberty. Sobieski entered Vienna in triumph
and straightway repaired to the cathedral, to give
thanks to the Lord of hosts for the victory he had
gained. The town was never again menaced by
the Turks. Pope Innocent XI decreed that through-
out the whole of Christendom the feast of the holy
name of Mary should thenceforth be kept on the
Sunday following the 8th of September, the nativity
of Our Lady, in thanksgiving for the deliverance of
Vienna.

Q. What is Charity 2

A. Charity 8 a Divine virtue by which we love God
above all things for His own sake, and our neighbor as
ourselves for the love of God.

Tare Two RinNags

God is supremely bountiful and kind, and hence
worthy of our love. A certain monarch caused the
figure of an angel to be carved in white marble.
From the left hand of this statue hung a silver ring
attached to a thin silken cord, while the right hand
field a golden ring suspended from a diamond chain.
The king’s son and daughter asked their father what
‘these two rings were intended to signify. He an-
swered: “I will give the rings to whichever of you
can guess their meaning aright.” Then the prince
said: ¢« The rings are doubtless emblems of friend-
ship and love.” The king replied : ¢ That is quite
right. But why is one ring made of gold and the
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other of silver?” The princess answered : *“The
silver ring signifies human friendship and affection.
That friendship, that affection, cannot be relied upon ;
it hangs, as it were, by a slight cord which is easily
broken. The gold ring signifies the love of God for
man; that is firm and unchangeable ; it cannot be
broken.” The king praised his children for the
good answers they had given; he gave the silver
ring with the silken cord to the prince, and the gold
ring with the chain of diamonds to the princess.
“God,” says the Evangelist St. John, *is Charity.”

RADETZKY AND THE BEGGAR

Great men are, as a rule, condescending to their
inferiors. The following kind act is recorded of the
famous Austrian general, Count Radetzky. When,
during the war with Napoleon, he was for a time
stationed at Aussig, a town on the Elbe, he was one
day sitting in a garden with several distinguished
officers over a bottle of excellent wine, when a beggar
with a wooden leg came up to them and asked the
gentlemen for an alms. The waiter ordered him to
be off, but Count Radetzky went up to him, and by
putting some questions to him, discovered that he
had been a soldier and had lost his leg in battle.
He at once made him sit down at the table, and said
to the officers : «“ This comrade of mine doubtless -
wielded his sword as bravely as I did myself, an
performed his duty as a gallant trooper. He gained
for himself a wooden leg, while a decoration fell to
my share. It is only fair that we should do some-
thing to compensate for this freak of fortune.” After
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pouring out a glass of wine for the invalided veteran,
he put several coins into his cap apd passed it round
the table. The soldier, delighted, raised his glass
with a loud « Hurrah,” for his gracious emperor and
for Radetzky. He then took his departure with
tears in his eyes. Well were it if this example of
kindness and condescension were more generally
imitated.

Q. What 8 actual grace?
A. Actual grace isthat help of God which enlightens
our mind and moves our will to shun evil and do good.

THE HIGHWAYMAN AND THE BLESSED SACRA-
MENT

God in His mercy often touches the hearts of sin-
ners at the moment when they are about to commit
some evil deed. St. Paul the Apostle’s conversion
affords a proof of the truth of the sentence given
above. There was once a highwayman who was con-
verted in much the same manner as Saul, the perse-
cutor of the Christians. The robber in question was
one day lying in wait in a wood, concealed behind
a bush, revolver in hand, watching for a merchant
who would pass along that road on his way from the
yearly market. -For several hours he waited and
watched in vain in his hiding-place; at length he
heard footsteps approaching and held himself in
readiness to fire. But instead of his intended victim,
he descried a priest carrying the Blessed Sacrament,
preceded by an acolyte bearing a lighted taper and
a bell. The robber was confounded at this sight;
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filled with compunction he followed the priest, and
presently made confession to him of all his misdeeds.
Then the priest said solemnly but kindly : “See, my
son, you need not fear that Christ will reject you.
Since you would not go to Him, He came into the
wood to you. Do penance, therefore, and from hence-
forth amend your ways.” The highwayman did, in
fact, become a changed character, and endeavored to
repair his past misdeeds by works of penance and
charity to the poor. Hence we see that we should
never despair of the conversion of any sinner before
his death. '

Two ArOSTATE PRIESTS CONVERTED

Every priest is authorized to give absolution when
the penitent is in danger of death. At the time
of the French Revolution, when many priests apos-
tatized from the faith, the following incident took
place. Several Protestant clergymen were dining
together, and enjoying themselves very much.
While they were still seated at table a messen-
ger entered, saying that in a house near by a man
was dying, and urgently entreating that a priest
might be brought to him. One of the company rose
up and said he would go to the dying man, whom he
found perfectly conscious. The clergyman began to
repeat some passages from Holy Scripture; but the
sick man stopped him. *“I am a Catholic priest,” he
said, “ one who has apostatized from the faith. Now
I earnestly desire to be received back into the
Catholic Church, and to be absolved from my sin
in the Sacrament of Penance. I beg you to have the



THE EFFECIS OF THE REDEMPTION 123

goodness to find a Catholic priest and send him to
me.” On hearing this the Protestant was much
moved, and with tears in his eyes he answered: « O
my dear friend, I, too, was formerly a Catholic priest
and unhappily gave up my faith. But as you know,
I still possess the power to absolve in the hour of
death. Therefore I can as formerly give you abso-
lution if you confess your sins.” Thereupon the
dying penitent confessed his sins and received abso-
lution. With his last breath he returned thanks to
the good providence of God, and praised His bound-
less mercy, for it seemed to him almost as if the
Most High had sent an angel from above to rescue
him from eternal perdition. The Protestant returned
to his boon companions, but the pleasures of the table
had lost their attractions for him; he was, through
God’s grace, a changed man. He forsook the society
of his heretical friends, was reconciled to the Church,
and led an exemplary life until the end of his days.

Q. Is grace necessary to salvation?
A. Grace i8 necessary to salvation, because without
grace we can do nothing to merit heaven.

THE HEIRESS AND THE MASON

In the work of an author who wrote many books
for the young, we read the following anecdote. The
incident related occurred a long time ago. A young
lady of rank, whose parents were dead, lived in a
grand castle and prided herself very much on her
social standing. One day the daughter of a stone-
mason came to her in great haste, begging her to



124 THE EFFECTS OF THE REDEMPTION

come at once to her father, who lay on his deathbed,
and had something of importance to communicate to
the lady. But the lady would not be prevailed upon
to go to the man : * What,” she said to herself, “ can
a low day-laborer have to say to me?” About an
hour later the girl came again, breathless with run-
ning. “My Lady,” she said, “I entreat you to come
at once, and quickly. During the late war your
mother caused a large quantity of gold and silver
plate to be built into a cavity in the walls of your
castle. My father was under a promise not to reveal-
the secret to you until you were twenty years of
age; but as he is now at the point of death, he
wishes to tell Your Ladyship where the valuables are
hidden.” When the young lady heard this, she lost
no time in repairing to the cottage where the man
lay dying; but when she got there, she found he
had just expired. She was dreadfully annoyed and
disappointed ; she had the walls searched in many
places, but all in vain — the treasures were not dis-
covered. Many people act in much the same way
when God calls them by His grace. They pay no
heed to His call, especially if a humble instrument is
chosen to convey His message. But alas! for many
the hour will come when they will seek God and
not be able to find Him.

THE WoonpEN HoORSE oF TRrRoOY

In the hour of temptation (iangerous things appear
attractive to us, and hence the greater the need of
grace. In ancient history we read that the Greeks,
with an army of 100,000 valiant warriors, laid siege
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to the city of Troy in Asia Minor. As the city was
strongly built and was garrisoned by brave de-
fenders, for ten long years it held out against the
Greeks. Finding they were unable to take it by
force, the besiegers resolved to have recourse to
stratagem. Accordingly they constructed a gigantic
wooden horse, dragged it up close to the city walls,
and then withdrew to their ships, as if, weary of the
protracted hostilities, they were about to return to
their own country. A few stragglers were left be-
hind who were instructed to inform the Trojans that
the Greeks had constructed the horse to propitiate the
gods and obtain favorable winds for their voyage
homeward. The Trojans determined to draw the
horse into the city as a trophy of their victorious
defense of their homes. A few wise men among the
inhabitants warned them not to accept this gift from
the enemy; oneespecially,named Laocoon, pronounced
these memorable words : «“ Beware of the Danaos, even
when they bring gifts.” But their counsel was un-
heeded; the horse was drawn in triumph into the
city. That same night thirty Grecian warriors,
who were concealed within the body of the horse,
issued forth from their hiding-place, put the sentinels
to death, and opened the gates. Then the Greeks who,
meanwhile, had returned to their camp, made their
way into the city and slaughtered the inhabitants.
Troy was burned to the ground. The enemy of
mankind acts in the same way as the wily Greeks;
he invests what will prove dangerous with attraction
in our eyes. Unhappy those who fall into his
snares.
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Q. Can we resist the grace of Grod?
A. We can, and unfortunately often do, resist the

grace of God.
THE FoOLHARDY STAG

It is perilous to withstand the operation of divine
grace. A stag was feeding beside a spring when the
report of a gun was heard. The stag was startled,
and raised his head, looking around as if to see
whether the shot was intended for him. Then he
went on browsing until a second shot resounded
through the forest. The stag leaped aside, for a ball
whizzed close to his head; but instead of flying, as
one would have expected, he returned to graze on
the 1ush herbage by the spring, just as if there was
nothing to fear. The unseen sportsman took aim
once more; a third shot, and the stag fell, mortally
wounded. So it is with many a man. God calls to
him by the medium of some calamity, or by the
- mouth of a preacher, or some other means, warning
him to abandon his sinful life. Let such a one take
heed, and obey the call of grace while there is yet
time, for who can tell whether the next call may not
be the last, and the hand of death be raised to strike
him down. :

Q. What is the grace of perseverance ?

A. The grace of perseverance is a particular gift of
God which enables us to continue in the state of grace till
death.

THE DEvVIL oN THE CIiTYy WALL

Temptations are a good sign. Dogs do not bark
at the people of the house, but at strangers. The
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devil does the same; he concerns himself little about
sinners, he knows he is secure of getting them. It
is otherwise with good people, he besets them sorely.
St. Ephrem relates an instructive dream which he
had on this subject. He fancied himself walking in
the streets of a great and wicked city. As he passed
the gate he saw a devil sitting on the upper part,
half asleep; only now and again he raised his head
and looked around him. Ephrem left the city and
went into the desert, where he found a hermit mo-
lested by a swarm of devils. The saint was astonished
at this, and cried out: “ Are you not ashamed of
yourselves, you filthy creatures? Here you are so
many against one, and there in that great town there
is only one of you, and he is half asleep all the time.”
They answered him: « True, we need not give our-
selves any trouble in that large town; there the
presence of one devil is almost superfluous. But
here there are not enough of us, for this pious man
does us a great deal of harm.” He is in evil case
who either has no temptations or is unconscious of
having any. '

‘WHAT A Boy DID To GET A SITUATION

With what earnestness men ought to exert them-
selves for the attainment of their highest end! A
poor boy once went to a rich merchant and begged
him to take him into his employ. The merchant
looked at the applicant from head to foot and said:
“ Why! you have no boots; you must have a pair of
boots before I can take you.” The boy went away
and by running errands and doing little jobs, he got
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together enough money to buy a pair of boots. Then
he presented himself again at the merchant’s office,
and said: ¢ Please, sir, I have got boots now. Will
you be so kind as to take me into your héuse of
business ?”” But the merchant told him he could not
take him into his service while he was so ragged ; he
must get himself a better suit of clothes. The boy
took his departure without a word. A few months
later, he made his appearance again, this time much
more respectably dressed. He had earned a little in
the meantime and managed to buy some new clothes.
Still the merchant was not satisfied; he examined
the lad, and found that he was not proficient in
reading and writing. So he dismissed him a third
time, saying: “ You must learn to read and write
better.” The boy departed with downcast looks,
yet he was not completely discouraged ; he took the
greatest pains to improve himself in reading and
writing. Again at the end of several months he
presented ‘himself before the merchant. ¢ Now,”
he said, “I can read and write a great deal better.”
When the merchant had tested the truth of this
assertion, he at once took the boy into his service,
for he thought : *If this mere child can strive to at-
tain his end with such determination, he will make an
excellent man of business.” Nor was he deceived, for
~in a few years’ time the youth had risen to the
highest post in the mercantile house. Now, if men
exert themselves so much in order to get a good
situation on earth, what trouble ought they not to
take for the sake of attaining the one thing of all
others most desirable, eternal felicity ?
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CR@&E&sUS AND SoLoON

Solon, one of the sages of antiquity, once paid a
visit to King Creesus, the wealthy Asiatic monarch,
" who exhibited all his treasures to him, and after-
wards asked him: “ Am I not the richest and most
fortunate man in the whole world ?” Solon replied :
“Call no man happy before he is dead.” By this
he intended to signify that the king might lose all
his immense possessions before his death. And so
it came to pass. Soon after the visit of the sage,
Creesus entered upon a war with Cyrus, the king of
Persia. First of all he sent to the oracle of Delphi,
to inquire whether he would conquer. The answer
of the oracle was, as usual, ambiguous. *If Creesus
crosses the river Halys, he will overthrow a vast
kingdom.” Crecesus interpreted this saying in his
own favor, and boldly crossed the river in ques-
tion. He was defeated by Cyrus and taken prisoner.
The conqueror condemned him to be burned upon a
funeral pile (549 B.c.). When Creesus was bound
to the stake, he exclaimed: * Solon, Solon, Solon ! ”
Cyrus heard this, and wondering what the exclama-
tion signified, he caused his captive to be unbound
and brought to him. He asked him why he called
on the name of Solon, and Creesus related the con-
versation he had had with the sage. King Cyrus
thought in his heart that the same might happen in
his own case, and thereupon spared Croesus’ life and
let him go free. Let no one pride himself on the
amount of his wealth and the extent of his posses-
sions, for he may at any moment lose them.



LESSON ELEVENTH
ON THE CHURCH

Q. Which are the means instituted by Our Lord to
enable men at all times to share in the fruits of the
Redemption 2 '

A. The means instituted by Our Lord to enable men
at all times to share in the fruits of His Redemption
are the Church and the Sacraments.

THE CAtHOLIC CHURCH

St. Augustine, writing against the Manichean sect
to which he had in his youth belonged, says that
what most appealed to him and most strongly led
him to the true Church was the name ¢ Catholic,”
which no sect has ever been able to appropriate.
« For,” says he, “though all lay claim to the title of
Catholic, yet not one among them is called by that
name, nor is there a heretic, who, if you met him in
the street and asked him: ¢ Where is the Catholic
Church ?’ would. dare to direct you to his own
schismatical assembly.” These words are as true of
the world to-day as they were when they were
penned by the saintly Bishop of Hippo. The word
« Catholic ” means world-wide, and hence no sect or
national establishment can consistently claim such
a title.

130
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Q. What is the Church?

A. The Church 18 the congregation of all those who
profess the faith of Christ, partake of the same Sacra-
ments, and are governed by their lawful pastors under
one vistble head. : )

THE CHARITABLE HERMIT

We ought to exercise charity to those also who
are non-Catholics, for though they are in error, they
still are our brethren. In the desert of Thebaid,

~ where many anchorites who held the true faith had
taken up their abode, there was one hermit who held
the heretical tenets of the Manichees. This man
when on a journey lost his way in the desert and
got benighted. Darkness had already closed in
when he came upon the hut of another hermit; the
wanderer paused at the door, not knowing how he
would be received if he entered, for he knew the
inmate to be a stanch Catholic. However, fear of
the wild beasts that he heard roaring in the dis-
tance prevented him from venturing any farther ;
he determined to ask for a night’s shelter. On
entering the hut he said to the hermit : “I am not
an orthodox Catholic, yet I must beg you to take
me in for the night.” The hermit bade him wel-
come, entertained him most hospitably, and gave him
a comfortable bed. The stranger said to himself :
« This man must be a true servant of God, for Christ
Himself tells us that charity is the distinguishing
mark of His disciples. I do not believe that a
Manichee would have treated a Catholic so kindly.”
Before long the Manichee abjured his heretical creed
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and became an orthodox Christian. Thus the her-
mit gained a soul by his charity. If he had behaved
with discourtesy or shown the stranger scant hospi-
tality, he would only have confirmed him in his
erroneous tenets. Would not Our Lord say to each
one of us: *“ Go and do thou in like manner ™ ?

Q. Who is the invisible head of the Church?
A. Jesus Christ is the invisible head of the Church.

A RAILWAY INSPECTOR AS SIGNALMAN

We ought not to make it impossible for nop-Cath-
olics to perform their religious duties. At one of the
large® railway depots in Germany several of the
company’s servants, who were off duty, went into
the town on the feast of Corpus Christi to take part
in the procession. One of the pointsmen, who also
was a Catholic, was looking wistfully after his com-
rades as they left the terminus, when the inspector
happened to pass by. ¢ Perhaps you, too, would like
to go to the procession ?” he said to the man. «I
should indeed, sir,” he replied, *if my work allowed
of it.” *You may go,” the inspector rejoined ; «I
give you permission. You may have two hours’ leave
of absence.” The man thanked the inspector, but
drew his attention to the fact that a train was due in
a few minutes’ time, and the signals must be changed.
But his master bade him go, and remained himself
at his post until the points were shifted ; then he
sent another man to take his place. One cannot do
otherwise than esteem a man who showed such consid-
eration for religious beliefs which he did not share.
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Q. Who 18 the visible head of the Church?
A. Our Holy Father the Pope, the Bishop of Rome,
ts the Vicar of Christ on earth and the visible head of

the Church.
St. PAcHOMIUS

St. Pachomius was converted in a somewhat sin-
gular manner. While he was still a pagan, and
gerving in the army, he was quartered in the house
of a Christian family in Thebes in Egypt. He was
treated with the greatest kindness, just as if he were
a son, or at least a near relative, of the householder.
The charity thus shown him made a deep impression
on Pachomius, and involuntarily he learned to respect
their religion. In consequence of this, he asked to
be instructed in the Christian faith, and was pres-
ently baptized. He subsequently rendered great ser-
vice to the cause of Christianity.

Q. Why is the Pope, the Bishop of Rome, the visible
head of the Church?

A. The Pope, the Bishop of Rome, 18 the visible head
of the Church because he is the successor of St. Peter,
whom Christ made the chief of the apostles and the
visible head of the Church.

MARY, QUEEN OF ScOTS

A contrast to the foregoing anecdotes is afforded by
the conduct of Queen Elizabeth of England, the Prot-
estant daughter of King Henry VIII (who reigned
from 1558 to 1603). This queen caused her relative,
Mary Stuart, the Catholic queen of Scotland, who
had pretensions to the throne of England, to be ar-
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rested, imprisoned during a long period, and finally
condemned to death. When the sentence was reaa
to Mary Stuart, she showed no signs of agitation ;
she merely requested that her confessor,- who was
also a prisoner, might be permitted to come to her
for a few minutes. Yet this privilege, which is
granted to the greatest criminal, Elizabeth, out of
religious hatred, denied to the sorely tried queen.
Nay, more ; she. actually sent a Protestant minister,
himself an apostate priest, to endeavor to induce
her to abjure the Catholic faith. But Mary indig-
nantly repulsed the overtures of this traitor, and
went to execution with perfect fortitude.

Q. Who are the successors of the other apostles 2
A. The successors of the other apostles are the bish-
op¢ of the Holy Catholic Church.

Pius IX AND THE STUDENT

Good and great men are tolerant as a rule, whereas
the ignorant are generally intolerant. On one
occasion Pope Pius IX was walking unattended
through the Vatican galleries. In one of these he
noticed a young Englishman, gazing rapturously at
one of Raphael’s paintings. The Holy Father stood
still and looked at him. The young man, perceiving
him, made him a profound obeisance. Then the
Pope, addressing him, said: “I presume you are an
artist, my son?” The young man replied that he
had come to Rome to study painting, but unfortu-
nately he had not sufficient means to pay the fees
required for admission to the Academy. Pius IX
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thereupon promised that he himself would provide .
the necessary funds to enable him to pursue his
studies. “But, your Holiness,” the Englishman
exclaimed in astonishment, “I am a Protestant.”
¢« That does not alter the case,” the Holy Father re-
plied with a kindly smile; ¢ admission to the studios
will not be denied you on that account.”

Q. Why did Christ found the Church?
A. Christ founded the Church to teach, govern,
sanctify, and save all men.

Pius IX AND THE JEW

The true Christian becomes all things to all that
he may save all. One day when Pius IX was driv-
ing out in Rome (in 1847) he descried an aged man
lying on the ground in a faint. Immediately he
stopped the carriage, and himself alighting, went up
to the stranger. Oninquiring of the bystanders how
it was that the man had become unconscious, they
replied that they did not know ; it was only a Jew.
The Pope was angry at hearing them speak so un-
charitably of the poor man ; he had him lifted into
his carriage and driven to the place where he lived.
And when the Pope returned to the Vatican, he sent
his own physician to prescribe for the sick man. It
is unworthy of a Christian to refuse aid to any one
because he is of a different creed or nationality.

Q. Are all bound to belong to the Church?

A. All are bound to belong to the Church, and he who
knows the Church to be the true Church and remains
out of it cannot be saved.
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NAPOLEON’S ALTAR

When the Emperor Napoleon was preparing him-
self for death on the island of St. Helena, he gave
orders that an altar should be erected in his room,
and beautifully decorated for the reception of the
Blessed Sacrament. One of his generals, Bertrand
by name, ventured to expostulate with him, remark-
ing that a monk might fitly express such a wish, but
not a soldier and an emperor. Thereupon Napoleon
raised himself from the couch where he lay, and said
in an imperative manner: *“Surely, I am master in
my own chamber. You have no right to interfere
with my commands. I never meddle with your
domestic arrangements.” The ex-emperor was quite
right. No one is justified in deterring another from
the performance of his religious duties, least of all
in his own house.



LESSON TWELFTH

ON THE ATTRIBUTES AND MARKS OF THEH
CHURCH

Q. Which are the attributes of the Church ?
A, The attributes of the Church are three: author
tty, infallibility, and indefectibility.

A CoONGREsSs OF DIVINES

A Catholic priest and a Protestant minister were
one day walking together when they happened to
meet a Jewish rabbi. ¢ Here we are,” cried the
minister, laughing, *“three men of different creeds.
Now I wonder which of us is he who has been really
authorized to announce the truths of religion with
certainty for all time.” «“1 will tell you,” said the
rabbi. «If the Messias has not yet come, I am the
man. If Jesus Christ was really the Messiag, then
our reverend Father here is the only true priest
among us. But whether the Messias be really come
or not, you, Mr. Minister, are certainly in the
wrong.” :

Q. What do you mean by the authority of the
Church ? _

A. By the authority of the Church I mean the
right and power which the Pope and the bishops, as the
successors of the apostles, have to teach and to govern
the faithful.

187
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INDIVIDUAL EXPOSITION OF SCRIPTURE

The true Church cannot permit private interpreta-
tion of Holy Scripture. The principle that every
one is free to put his own interpretation on the words
of Holy Writ, is utterly false; otherwise two or
three conflicting opinions would each and all be cor-
rect, which is a moral impossibility. Truth is one;
no one can prove that two and two do not make four.
So it is with the truths of our faith. The following
instances show the result of putting the Bible into
the hands of the people, and allowing them to ex-
pound it at will. 1. A man stole his neighbor’s
cloak. When charged with ths theft, he defended
himself by saying he had only carried out the scrip-
tural admonition : «“ Bear ye one another’s burdens.”
2. Again, the doctrine of private interpretation is
responsible for the almost endless multiplicity of the
so-called Christian sects, for their bitter opposition to
one another, and their apparently hopeless disunion.
This principle may justly be charged with all the
graver heresies ever put forth and the absurd vaga-
ries of the Scientists, Adventists, Zionists, etc.

Q. What do you mean by the infallibility of the
Church 2

A. By the infallibility of the Church I mean that the
Church cannot err when it teaches a doctrine of faith
or morals. '

BETTER TO BE SURE THAN SORRY

Henry IV, king of France, having fallen away
from the true faith, was led to abjure his errors in the
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following manner : Having called before him a con-
ference of Catholic priests and Protestant ministers,
he demanded of the latter if salvation were possible
in the Catholic Church. ¢ Certainly, sire,” they re-
plied, « provided a Catholic lives well.” ¢ And you,”
said the king, turning to the priests, ¢ do you admit
that the only requisite for salvation for a Protestant
is that he live well ?” «“Certainly not,” they answered.
¢« If God gives him the light to know the true Church,
he is bound to submit himself to her infallible teach-
ing authority,and discipline. Otherwise he will surely
be lost.” “Then,” said the king, * prudence demands
that I become a Catholic once more. By such a step
I'lose nothing, and gain much. If hereafter it shall
appear that the Catholic is not the true infallible
Church of Christ, I shall be no worse off than had I
remained a Protestant. But if she is the true Church,
I shall have gained everything,—my soul’s salva-
tion.”

Q. When does the Church teach infallibly 2
A. The Church teaches infallibly when it speaks
through the Pope and the bishops, united in general
" eouncil, or through the Pope alone when he proclaims
to all the faithful a doctrine of faith or morals.

THE VATicAN COUNCIL

On the 8th of December, 1869, there met together in
St. Peter’s church, Rome, a vast assembly of Catholic
bishops from all parts of the world. These prelates,
over six hundred in number, had flocked to Rome at
the call of Pius IX, to condemn the errors of an un-
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believing age, and especially to define the dogma of
Papal Infallibility. The Vatican Council was the
twentieth General Council since the time of the
apostles. The Vatican Council, like all its pred-
ecessors, takes its name from the locality where it
was held, viz. in the Palace and Basilica on the Vati-
can Hill. )

Q. What do you mean by the indefectibility of the
Church 2

A. By the indefectibility of the Church I mean that
the Church, as Christ founded it,will last till the end
of time.

«] AM WITH YOU ALL DAys”

The Catholic Church cannot be overthrown. When,
at the time of the Kulturkampf, the Catholic Church
was grievously persecuted in Germany, a Protestant,
meeting a priest in society, remarked triumphantly :
«“The Catholic Church is in sore straits; it will soon
be Matthius am letzten,” i.e. at its last gasp. The
priest, who was quick at repartee, instantly replied :
“You are quite right, sir. So it always has been, and -
so it always will be.” The Protestant, astonished at
this unexpected answer, begged his interlocutor to ex-
plain himself. The clergyman answered : “In the
end of St. Matthew’s gospel, the last verse (Matthdus
am letzten) runs thus: ¢ Behold, I am with you all days,
even to the consummation of the world.” These words
from Our Lord’s lips are the solace and trust of
Catholics.”
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Q. In whom are these attributes found in their ful-
ness ?

A. These attributes are found in their fulness in the
Pope, the visible head of the Church, whose infallible
authority to teach bishops, priests, and people in matters
of faith or morals will last to the end of the world.

THE EMPEROR NAPOLEON AND Pope Pius VII

The Catholic Church comes victorious out of all
persecutions. A very striking historical parallel may
be drawn between the lives of the Emperor Napoleon
and Pope Pius VI, as far as external merits are con-
cerned, at least. When the Pontiff in question re-
paired to Paris in the year 1804, to assist at the
coronation of the emperor, the latter tried his utmost
‘o persuade him to remove the Papal seat to Paris.
Pacing up and down the room, Napoleon set before
the Holy Father, in high-flown language and with

_emphatic gestures, the advantages of every kind pre-
sented by this proposed transfer. The Pope listened
in silence, then he remarked : “ How well you act
comedy.” This was equivalent to comparing him to
an actor who takes droll or foolish parts in a play.
Napoleon was incensed at this reply. Snatching up
a drawing of St. Peter’s at Rome, he tore it into frag-
ments before the Holy Father’s eyes, exclaiming :
“This is what 1 shall do to the Church! I will crush
her utterly.” “Nowyouact tragedy,” the Pope calmly
rejoined. By this he intended to signify that Napo-
leon would later on find himself in tragic circum-
stances, that he would be overtaken by misfortune.
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The following facts prove that in uttering these words
Pius VII spoke prophetically.

(1) Napoleon kept Pope Pius VII in captivity
for five years, in two different places; Savona and
Fontainebleau ; later on he was himself kept a prisoner
for seven years, first on the island of Elba, after-
wards on St. Helena. ,

(3) While the Pontiff was a captive at Fontaine-
bleau, Napoleon forced him to relinquish possession of
the States of the Church, promising him a yearly
income of two million francs (about $400,000). By
a most remarkable coincidence in that very same
castle, — nay, even in the very same room,— Napo-
leon was forced to sign the decree of his deposition
(1814), two million francs being assigned as his
annual income.

(3) On the 13th of May, 1809, at Vienna, Napoleon
issued the decree by which the Pope was despoiled of
the States of the Church. From that time forward
his fortune turned ; four days after, for the first time
in his triumphant career, he was defeated in battle,
and Europe perceived that he was not invincible.

(4) Thereupon he was excommunicated by the
Holy See, afld excluded from the Church. When he
heard this, he laughed, and said : ¢ The arms will not
drop out of my soldiers’ hands because of that.” How-
ever, when in 1814 Napoleon entered on the campaign
against Russia, almost all his troops, half a million of
men, perished miserably; and literally their weapons
fell from their hands through the excessive severity
of the cold.

(6) On the 5th of May, 1821, Napoleon died on St.
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Helena, while a terrific storm was raging. Singular
to relate, he died on the name-day of Pope Pius VI1I
(on the 5th of May the Church commemorates St.
Pius); but by that time the Supreme Pontiff had
returned to Rome and was reinstated in the possession
of the dominions of the Church. A Catholic Chris-
tian, reviewing these remarkable events, cannot fail to
trace the guidance of Divine Providence throughout,
and to rejoice in the protection God extends to His
Church. The Church’s adversaries, on the contrary,
will pronounce these events to be merely fortuitous.

Q. Has the Church any marks by which it may be
known 2

A. The Church has four marks by which it may be
known : it t8 ome; it 18 holy; it i8 catholic; it is
apostolic.

THE COLLEGE OF THE PROPAGANDA

The College of the Propaganda, Rome, Italy,
affords a very striking illustration of these four
marks. In this college young men are prepared for
and sent out to the Catholic missions of the world.
Through the city are scattered the national colleges
representing every nation on the earth, but the stu-
dents of all of them come together for lectures twice
~ aday at the Propaganda. The Catholicity or univer-
sality of the Church is evidenced in the varied com-
plexions of the students, in their different uniforms,
and in the multiplicity of the languages spoken. The
Church’s unity is strongly brought out in the fact that
notwithstanding their diversity, the professor imparts
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the same doctrine to all in the same Latin language,
and all are animated by the same lofty purpose. The
venerable university that has sent forth many saints
and martyrs and the soil of Rome so often watered
with martyrs’ blood attest the holiness of the Church ;
and over on the Vatican Hill is he, the direct suc-
cessor of St. Peter and the living proof of the
Church’s apostolicity.

@. How is the Church one 2

A. The Church is one because all its members agree
in one faith, are all in one communion, and are all
under one head.

THE DISTRACTED MINISTER

A certain Protestant minister of Boston, an honest
and sincere man according to his lights, undertook
some years ago to combine in one volume brief
sketches or expositions of the creeds of all denom-
inations. Very fairly and impartially he set forth the
Catholic belief, the Episcopalian, and the Congrega-
tionalist,etc.; but as he worked down through the
list he began to be more and more puzzled, until
* finally arriving at the Baptists, hard shell and soft
shell, and Christian Scientists, etc., he threw down
his pen, saying : *The rest will not stand still long
enough to have their pictures taken.”

Q. How 18 the Church holy ?

A. The Church is holy because its founder, Jesus
Christ, 18 holy ; because it teaches a holy doctrine ; in-
vites all to a holy life; and because of the eminent holi-
ness of 80 many thousands of its children.
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PHILLIPS BROOKS

The devotion of Catholics to their clergy and to
their religion generally is a source of never ending
-wonder to Protestants. The sacrifices our people in
the United States have made and are making to
build up a Parochial School system is a good instance
of this. It is an incontestable argument for the
power of the true faith and its ability to inculcate
holiness of life.  Phillips Brooks, the late Episcopal
-Bishop of Massachusetts, when rector of a church
in Philadelphia, often remarked to his curate at
breakfast that it was wonderful to peep out of one’s
window on a bleak winter’s morning and see crowds
of Catholics trooping to church at 4.830 A.M., on a
holy-day of obligation. ¢ Suppose,” he would say,
“you and I were to announce to our people next
Sunday that on the Wednesday following there
would be special services at 4.30 A.M. How many,
think you, would we find present?” And then
Brooks’ countenance would cloud over, and growing
thoughtful he would say over and over to himself:
“A wonderful institution, surely; a wonderful in-
stitution ! ” The curate in question is now a
Catholic priest.

Q. How is the Church catholic or universal 2

A. The Church is catholic or universal because it
subsists in all ages, teaches all nations, and maintaing -
all truth.
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THE AMBASSADOR'S ANSWER

Apropos of the Church’s subsistence in all ages,
an excellent answer was made by a French ambassa-
dor, ill at Stockholm, in Protestant Sweden. Some’
one asked him whether, in case he died there, he
would not be sorry to have his ashes mingle with
those of heretics. ¢ No,” he replied, “I would sim-
ply ask to have the earth dug a little deeper, and thus
I should rest among your ancestors who were Cath-
olics like myself.” :

Q. How 8 the Church apostolic ?

A. The Church is apostolic because it was founded
by Christ on His apostles, and i3 governed by their
lawful successors, and because it has never ceased, and
never will cease, to teach their doctrine.

THE FAITH OF OUR FATHERS

Count Stolberg, a Protestant writer of great merit,
was received into the Catholic Church on Whitsun-
day, 1800 A.p. A Protestant friend remarked to
him: “I do not like people who abandon the religion
of their fathers.” Stolberg answered : ¢ Neither do I.
If my forefathers had not abandoned the faith of
their fathers, I should not be compelled to return to
the Catholic Church.”

A Protestant lady said to a friend who had become
a Catholic : “I mean to live and die in the faith of
my fathers.” The Catholic replied : *“And I mean to
die in the faith of my ancestors.”
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Q. In whick Church are these attributes and marks
found 2

A. These attributes and marks are found in the
Holy Roman Catholic Church alone.

THE SAGcAcious PoLks

A certain Russian general received from the Czar
a grant of extensive ecclesiastical property in Poland,
as the recompense of his exploits. When, a few days
later, he had to take the field against the Turks, he
thought he would do something to gain favor with
the emperor. So he called together some of the
principal tenants on his Polish estates—all poor
men—and said to them: ‘“Before I start on my
journey I will give each of you a considerable piece
of land, on this condition, that you adopt the Russian
instead of the Catholic religion. Take time to re-
flect on this offer and tell me your decision.” After
consulting together for a long time the poverty-
stricken Poles returned to the general, and with a
cheerful demeanor said to him: ¢May it please
your Excellency, this is what we think about the
matter : if, for instance, a man wanted to exchange
his horse for one of ours, and offered to give us some-
thing into the bargain as well, we should know that
his horse was not so good a one as ours. Conse-
quently it follows of necessity that our faith must
be worth more than the Russian, since your Excel-
lency would give us a good piece of land if we
would exchange our Catholic faith for the Russian
religion.” “O you consummate scoundrels!” the
general exclaimed, and depend upon it, he would
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assuredly have had them all thoroughly knouted, had
they not forthwith taken to their heels and made
off. Firmness in' resisting temptation is highly to
be commended. '

Q. From whom does the Church derive its undying
life and infallible authority ?

A. The Church derives its undying life and infalli-
ble authority from the Holy Ghost, the Spirit of truth,
who abides with it forever.

THE HoLy GHOST THE SOUL OF THE CHURCH

The Holy Ghost is to the Church what the soul is
to the body. The principal seat of the soul is the
head, and from the head it diffuses itself throughout
the entire system. So it is with the Holy Ghost and
the Church ; from Christ the head the Holy Spirit is
diffused throughout all the members. Just as the soul
is entire in each member, so the Holy Ghost exists in
every member of the Church. The body cannot decay
as long as it is vivified by the soul, and hence the
Church cannot cease to exist, because the Spirit has
said: “I am with you all days, even to the end of the
world.” The Church has divine authority, for when
she teaches and rules,she teaches and rules, not she,but
the Spirit in her, and « he that hears her, hears Him.”

Q. By whom is the Church made and kept one,
holy, and catholic ?

A. The Church iz made and kept one, holy, and
catholic by the Holy Ghost, the spirit of love and holi-
ness, who unites and aanctzﬁes its members throughout
the world. .
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TrE BonDpD oF UNITY

When the soul leaves the body, the members decay,
separate, and disappear. The Holy Ghost animates
all. the Church’s members and thus preserves their
unity and existence. Many members are afflicted
with the paralysis of mortal sin. They do not cease
to be members, but, deprived of the Holy Ghost, they
hang limply on to the Church’s body. They may be
cured by repentance ; but if death intervenes, they are
cut off from the Church forever.



) LESSON THIRTEENTH
ON THE SACRAMENTS IN GENERAL

Q. What is a sacrament 2
A. A sacrament i8 an outward sign instituted by
Christ to give grace.

THE NATURAL QORDER AND THE SUPERNATURAL

There is a close analogy between the natural order
and the supernatural. This is especially apparent in
the seven sacraments instituted by Christ. The natu-
ral function of water is to cleanse, and the grace of
Baptism is the removal of the stain of original sin.
Bread and wine are man’s natural food and drink,
and under their appearances Christ gives Himself to
be the food and drink of our souls. Seven things,
in fact, are necessary to the natural man : 1st, That
he come into the world ; 2d, that he be developed
and strengthened ; 8d, that he be nourished with
food and drink ; 4th, that in illness he employ medi-
cines ; 5th, that when enfeebled with age and infirm-
ities he subject himself to a strict regimen; 6th,
that there be “magistrates to defend, direct, and if
need be to punish him ; and 7th, that he propagate
his species. Corresponding to each of these, there is
in the supernatural order a sacrament instituted by
Christ.

160
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Q. How many sacraments are there ?

A. There are seven sacraments: Baptism, Confir-
mation, Holy FEucharist, Penance, Extreme Unction,
Holy Orders, and Matrimony.

THE CITIES OF REFUGE

When Moses had led the people of Israel out of
Egypt through the waters of the Red Sea into the
Promised Land, God bade him appoint six cities
through whose walls vengeance should never be al-
lowed to pass in pursuit of its shivering victim.
Herein we have a striking figure of the seven sacra-
ments of the New Law. Baptism is represented in
the miraculous passage of the Israclites through the
Red Sea, and the other six sacraments are the six
cities of refuge of the Christian dispensation, where
the sinner is sure of protection from the just anger
of God.

Q. Whence have the sacraments the power of giving
grace? ’

A. The sacraments have the power of giving grace
Jfrom the merits of Jesus Christ.

TaE Two FOUNTAINS

In the midst of a vast plain were two fountains,
and from each fountain seven channels carried the
waters of each to every part of the plain. The waters
of the first fountain, though a little bitter perhaps,
had wonderful virtue ; by drinking them the old were
made young, the ugly were beautified, the deformed
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and the sick were healed, and even the dead when
plunged in were restored to life. The waters of the
other fountain, though sweet to the taste, grew bitter
in the swallowing, produced vomiting, convulsions,
and even death. The first fountain is Jesus Christ,
and the seven streams, the channels of His grace, the
seven sacraments. The other fountain is the devil,
and from him flow the seven deadly sins. The
misery of it all is, that notwithstanding the dif-
ference in their effects, many refuse to drink of
the first fountain, and eagerly seek the waters of
the other.

Q. What grace do the sacraments give 2
A. Some of the sacraments give sanctifying grace,
and others increase it in our souls.

L1¥E, PHYSICAL AND SPIRITUAL

* The animating principle of our body is our soul,
and the animating principle of our soul is sanctifying
grace. When the soul leaves the body, the body is
dead; and sickness is nothing more or less than an
approach toward death, or a lessening of the vivify-
ing influence of the soul on the body. So also, when
sanctifying grace is driven out of the soul by mortal
sin, the soul dies spiritually, and if the sin be but
venial, the grace of God is lessened and the soul be-
comes ill. Hence, the function of the sacraments is
either to restore the soul to life by imparting sancti-
fying grace, or else by increasing that grace to
strengthen and invigorate the soul.
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Q. Which are the sacraments that give sanctifying
grace?

A. The sacraments that give sanctifying grace are
Baptism and Penance; and they are called sacra-
ments of the dead.

Two KINDS OF SUICIDE

It is a fact worth remembéring that, though we
come into the world with live bodies, we are born
with souls spiritually dead. That is why Christ
asserted the necessity of a second birth, —of water
and the Holy Ghost. And it is a fact equally to be
remembered that, as God gave us the life of our
body at our creation, so in our Baptism He gave us
the life of our soul, and each life belongs not to us
but to Him, and is ours to use only, but not to de-
stroy. Physical suicide, therefore, is a great crime,
but spiritual suicide by mortal sin is a greater crime
still, for the soul is vastly more precious than the
body. But blessed be God who has given us Bap-
tism to give life to our soul, and Penance to restore to
us that life when through our own folly we have lost it!

Q. Why are Baptism and Penance called sacra-
ments of the dead?

A. Baptism and Penance are called sacraments of
the dead because they take away sin, which i8 the death
of the soul, and give grace, which s its life.

- A MAN or EicHTY ONLY Two YEARS OF AGE

A missionary relates that he once baptized a man
of eighty years of age. Two years later, as he lay
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on his deathbed, some one asked him how old he
was, and the old man answered that he was only
two. On his interrogator laughing at such an an-
swer, the old man explained: “I did not begin to
live until I received Baptism. My former years
were death, not life.” In like manner one who has
spent half his life in mortal sin, might truthfully
divide his years by two.

Q. Which are the sacraments that increase sanctify-
ing grace tn our soul 2

A. The sacraments that increase sanctifying grace
tn our soul are: Confirmation, Holy FEucharist, Ez-
treme Unction, Holy Orders, and Matrimony; and
they are called sacraments of the living.

THE PHYSICIAN, SPIRITUAL AND PHYSICAL

A priest and a physician met at the bedside of a
sick person, and after each had fulfilled the respec-
tive duties of his office, the physician remarked that
the duties of each were concerned with human ills,
but in different orders and in different degrees.
“ My ministrations,” he said, ¢ deal with the body
only and stop short at the grave; but yours, Reverend
Father, penetrate to the soul and into eternity. As
we used to say at school, your medicines are inten-
sively and extensively more potent than mine.”
“Very true,” the priest replied, “and all the more
so because with Baptism and Penance I restore the
dead (souls) to life, and with the other five sacra-
ments I nourish them through convalescence unte
perfect health.”
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Q. Why are Confirmation, Holy Eucharist, Extreme
Unction, Holy Orders, and Matrimony called sacra-
ments of the living 2

A. Confirmation, Holy Eucharist, Extreme Unction,
Holy Orders, and Matrimony are called sacraments
of the living, because those who recetve them worthily
ire already living the life of grace.

THE EFFICIENCY OF MEDICINES

Medicines are stimulated into action by the body’s
natural heat. When introduced into a corpse they
lie dormant and produce no effect whatever. So it
is, also, with these five sacraments; unless the per-
son receiving them has been restored to the life of
grace, they remain unproductive of any beneficial
effect.

Q. What sin does he commit who recetves the sacra-
ments of the living in mortal sin 2

A. He who receives the sacraments of the living in
mortal 8in commits a sacrilege, which 18 a great sin,
because it is an abuse of a sacred thing.

THE ROBBER CHIEF’S ADVICE

A band of robbers numbered among them a young
man, as yet timid, whose sense of right had not been
quite stifled. “Go and receive the sacraments un-
worthily,” said the chieftain, ‘“and you will no longer
fear.” Unfortunately the young man followed this
diabolical advice, and soon found how true it is that
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sacrilege hardens the heart, for he became in time
the most desperate of a desperate lot.

Q. Besides sanctifying grace do the sacraments give
any other kind of grace?

A. Besides sanctifying grace the sacraments gwe
another grace, called sacramental.

THE TESTIMONY OF GOETHE

The sacraments, as the spiritual medicines of our
souls, not only restore the dead to life, but fortify
them with helps whereby, whenever occasion calls
for it, they may fittingly discharge the duties of
the spiritual life. Goethe, poet and philosopher,
and one of Germany’s greatest nineteenth-century

- geniuses notwithstanding his many errors, thus dis-
courses on the sacraments: ‘It is important that
the source of salvation which springs for us in these
sacraments sheuld flow, not once only, but whilst
we are on earth. And these means, the efficacy of
which we shall have experienced during our whole
life, we shall feel ten times more at the gates of
death. Following the pious custom of his life, the
dying Christian embraces with fervor the visible
symbols of the truths which promise him a new life,
and in which he receives from Heaven the pledges
of an eternal felicity.”

Q. What ¢8 sacramental grace?

A. Sacramental grace i3 a special help which God
gives, to attain the end for which He instituted -each
sacrament.
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OuRr DivINE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF

In our spiritual warfare against the powers of
darkness, Jesus Christ is our Commander, and it is
characteristic of Him that He never asks His soldiers
to go into any danger where He Himself does not
lead. ¢ Follow Me,” is ever the tenor of His com-
mands. Kings and great generals view the battle
from the neighboring hills, but Christ is ever with
us in the thick of the struggle. We are not, there-
fore, left to our own weak devices in fulfilling the
promises we made in'the reception of each sacrament;
when the hour of trial comes, Christ is with us by
His sacramental grace, shielding us, cheering us on,
and leading us to the onset.

Q. Do the sacraments always give grace ?
A. The sacraments always give grace, if we receive
them with the right dispositions.

LicHT AND DARKNESS

A soul in mortal sin is like a room in darkness,
and a soul in a state of grace resembles a chamber
brightly illuminated. It is not necessary to remark
that the darkness and the light cannot exist in the
room at the same time, but it is well to remember
that God will never do violence to man’s freedom of
will, and that however often we may receive the
sacraments, we will never experience their illuminat-
ing effects as long as we voluntarily allow our souls
to remain in the darkness of mortal sin. If, however,
we, by a worthy reception of the sacraments, dispel
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the darkness, our souls will be flooded with the light
of God’s grace as naturally and as necessarily as day
follows night.

Q. Can we receive the sacraments more than once 2
A. We can receive the sacraments more than once,
ezcept Baptism, Confirmation, and Holy Orders.

MARKED AS Gop’s OwWN

By Baptism, Confirmation, and Holy Orders man
is brought into relationship with his God as child,
soldier, and priest. In Baptism God stamps on the
soul His own likeness, never to be effaced ; for that
soul, once born to God, must ever be .His son. In
Confirmation one enlists in God’s army and dons His
uniform ;' and though he prove a deserter or traitor,
he is His soldier still, and punishable ‘as such. And
once advanced to Holy Orders, the priest is a priest
of God forever,according tothe order of Melchisedech.

Q. Why can we not receive Baptism, Conjirmation,
and Holy Orders more than once ?

A. We cannot receive Baptism, Confirmation, and
Holy Orders more than once, because they imprint a
character in the soul.

A DUKE wWHO GAVE HIS NOBLES THE LOWER
PLACES AT TABLE

A certain German duke who lived in the eighth
century, and was converted to Christianity, gave a
great banquet, to which he invited not merely nobles,
but also several simple commoners. Places were given
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to the latter at his own table, and viands were served
to them in silver dishes ; whereas the nobles were
seated as far from him as possible, meats and wines
being set before them in earthenware vessels. When
the nobles complained of the slight thus put upon
them, the duke replied: *These country folk are
Christians, and through Baptism a high dignity has
been conferred upon them; they are now children of
God. You have not been baptized, consequently in
the sight of God you are inferior in rank to them.”
By means of the three above-named sacraments we
enter into a spiritual relationship with God.

Q. What s the character which these sacraments
tmprint in the soul ?

A. The character which these sacraments imprint in
the soul is a spiritual mark which remains forever.

JULIAN THE APOSTATE

This emperor, twenty years after his Baptism,
renounced the faith and returned to paganism. Con-
vinced that his Baptism and Confirmation had im-
printed a character in his soul, he took every means
to rid himself of it, as it constantly reminded him of
his apostasy. He had the blood of victims offered
to idols poured over his head, and had recourse to
many other superstitious practices to remove this
character. At the last day, however, he will be
judged not as a pagan but as a Christian, and there-
fore responsible for the abuse of the graces.of the
sacraments.



l-

160 THE SACRAMENTS IN GENERAL

Q. Does this character remain tn the soul even after
death ? ’

A. This character remains in the soul even after
death: for the homor and glory of those who are
saved ; for the shame and punishment of those who
are lost. '

THE LETTERS ON THE GOURDS

A countryman had a gourd in.his garden which
grew upon a trellis fixed to the garden wall. There
were three fruits on it ; when they were quite small,
about the size of rather large apples, he took his three
children out with him, and in their presence with the
point of a knife scratched the initial letter of their
Christian names on the tender rind ‘of the young
gourds. When the autumn came, the gourds had
grown very large and were of a beautiful golden
color. The letters inscribed on them had grown
with their growth ; they were quite big and could be
read very distinctly. So it is with the soul of man;
the characters imprinted upon it by the three sacra-
ments mentioned above can never be effaced.




LESSON FOURTEENTH
ON BAPTISM

Q. What is Baptism?

A. Baptism 18 a sacrament which cleanses us from
original sin, makes us Christians, children of God,
and heirs of heaven.

THE DEBTOR’S CHILD AND THE Two0O LETTERS

By Baptism we are made inheritors of heaven. A
kind-hearted ndbleman took into his house the child
of a man who died very much in his debt, and had
him carefully brought up. One day he called the
boy into his presence and showed him two docu-
ments; one was on black-edged paper and sealed
with black wax. The other had a red margin and
a red seal. -The nobleman first placed the black-
edged document in the boy’s hand, and bade him
open it. The boy broke the seal, but when his eye
fell on its contents, he turned pale and looked aghast.
In it all the debts which his father left unpaid were
enumerated, and besides this, all that his own educa-
tion had cost his benefactor was reckoned up in plain
figures. The orphaned boy was afraid of what would
come next, when he saw how much both he and his
father owed. But when the nobleman saw the
frightened look on the child’s countenance, he smiled,
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and tore up the statement of the debt; then he gave
him the other letter and bade him read it. It con-
tained a full remittance of the father’s debt, and
what is more, an act whereby the boy was adopted
by the prince as his son, and constituted his heir.
The delight he felt may be imagined; he was no
longer a poor orphan hampered with debts, but the
son of a noble and wealthy father. Thus it is with
ys mortals at our Baptism; for when the debt of
original sin, the legacy of our first parents, is re-
mitted, we are made the children of God and in-
heritors of the kingdom of heaven.

Q. Are.actual sins ever remitted by Baptism £
A. Actual sins and all the punishment due to them
are remitted by Baptism, if the person baptized be

guilty of any.
THE BAPTISMAL ROBE AS A SHROUD

The white robe worn at Baptism denotes the inno-
cence which is restored to us in that sacrament. The
missionaries tell us that it is the custom amongst the
Chinese converts to keep with the utmost care the
white veil which they wear at their Baptism, in
order that on their death it may be put over their
head when they are laid in the coffin. By this they
intend to signify that the Christian ought to appear
Yefore God with his baptismal innocence unsullied.

Q. Is Baptism necessary to salvation ?
A. Baptism i3 necessary to salvation, because with-
out it we cannot enter into the kingdom of heaven.
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Louis XV AND HIS CHILDREN

Religion makes no distinction between the rich and
the poor. Cleansed by the same Baptism, they have
equal rights to the same favors, and he who is most
faithful to his baptismal promises is greatest before
God. Louis XV of France frequently inculcated
this lesson on his children. Two of them had re-
ceived at their birth only private Baptism, the
ceremonies being supplied seven or eight years
later. When the. record was being made in the
parish register, their father, pointing to the name
which immediately preceded theirs, — which was the
name of a very poor boy, —said : ¢ You see, children,
in the eyes of God all ranks and conditions are equal ;
there is no distinction but that of religion and virtue.
One day you will be distinguished before men, and
this poor boy will be unknown, but if he be more
virtuous than you, he will be greater in the sight of
God.”

Q. Who can administer Baptism 2

A. A priest is the ordinary minister of Baptism ;
but in case of mecessity any one who has the use of
reason may baptize.

A MISSIONER’S STRATAGEM

A foreign missioner writes: *In the thickly popu-
lated parts of our district we appoint persons to im-
part Baptism when necessary. They are usually
women skilled in the treatment of children’s ail-
ments and thus have easy access everywhere. They
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carry with them a bottle of baptismal water, and
when by their experience they judge that any child
is in danger of death, they pour some water on its
head, reciting at the same time the form of Bap-
tism. In this way, in our mission, every year some
seven or eight thousand children are secretly bap-
tized, most of whom die soon after.”

Q. How i3 Baptism given 2

A. Whoever baptizes should pour water on the head
of the person to be baptized, and say, while pouring the
water : “ I baptize thee in the name of the Father, and
of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost.”

~ BaptisM BY CHILDREN

A sea-captain, a Protestant, lived with his three
motherless children in a Catholic family. The chil-
dren of the family attended the Parochial School,
and after an instruction on the necessity and man-
ner of giving Baptism at which the captain’s chil-
dren also were present, the eldest of the latter said
to the eldest of the former: “ Are you baptized?”
“Yes,” replied the other, “I was baptized in my
infancy.” ¢Then,” rejoined the first, *“baptize me,
for I might die to-night, and I want to go to
heaven.” This was done accordingly, and he in
turn baptized his two younger sisters. When their
father returned, they related what had been done,
and to please them he also submitted to be baptized.
Three days later he, his children, his ship, and all
aboard were lost at sea.
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Q. How many kinds of Baptism are there?
A. There are three kinds of Baptism : Baptism of
water, of desire, and of blood.

THE BAPTISM OF GENESIUS

In the reign of Diocletian, there was at Rome a
comic actor named Genesius who on one occasion
undertook to ridicule the Christians by parodying the
sacraments on the stage. Accordingly, pretending
illness, he called loudly for the priest, and when
another actor in that character came on and asked
wherefore he was called, Genesius replied: * Because
I have a great desire for Baptism.” Now it so
happened that God by a miracle at that instant gave
him the very desire he simulated, so that the Baptism
which the supposed priest administered in jest
was received by Genesius in reverent earnest.
To make the mockery complete, the other players
then dragged him before the emperor and with
feigned gravity accused him of being a Christian ; but
to the astonishment of all, Genesius declared that a
Christian he was in real earnest. The emperor
ordered him to be tortured immediately, but nothing
could shake his constancy, for he died repeating :
« There is but one God, whose Son, Jesus Christ, I
adore and serve, and to Him I adhere though I suffer
a thousand deaths.” His, indeed, was a triple Bap-
tism, of desire, of water, and of blood. ¢ And,” says
St. John I. v. 8, ‘“there are three that give testi-
mony on earth, the spirit and the water and the
blood ; and these three are one.”
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Q. What is Baptism of water ? :

A. Baptism of water is that which is given by pour-
ing water on the head of the person to be baptized, and
saying at the same time: I baptize thee in the name
of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost.”

St. FrRANCIS AND THE FoONT

St. Francis of Sales would often lead his young
companions to the parish church and arrange them
round the font where in infancy they had been bap-
tized. ¢« See,” he would say, *this is the spot that
should be dearer to us than any other, dearer even
than our birthplace; for there we were born in sin,
but here we were made children of God.” Then
after reciting the Doxology in thanksgiving to God,
they would disperse and return to their games.

Q. What i8 Baptism of desire ?

A. Baptism of desire 8 an ardent wish to receive
Baptism, and to do all that God has ordained for our
salvation.

TaEE Wipow’s SoN

At Uzale a widow had an only son, and so desirous
was she of making him a good Christian that she
persuaded him to join the ranks of the Catechumens.
In the meantime, however, he suddenly sickened, and
died, and the pious desire of each for his Baptism
was frustrated. Still the mother ceased not to pray
God to restore him to life, saying: « Thou knowest,
O God, why I wish him back again.” God heard
her prayer, for the young man returned to life, re-
ceived Baptism, Confirmation, and the Last Sacra-
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ments, and once more gave up his soul to God.
Needless to say, the widow shed no tears at his
second death.

Q. What is Baptism of blood ?
A. Baptism of blood is the shedding of one’s blood
Sor the faith of Christ.

THE MARTYRED CATECHUMENS

It was very common in the early ages of the
Church for converts under instruction to devote
themselves for a year or two to mission work among
the heathen as a preparation for holy Baptism. It
thus very often happened that these Catechumens
fell into the hands of the enemies of Christianity,
and shed their blood for the faith they were endeav-
oring to spread. They had not indeed been initi-
ated into the Church by the laver of water, but they
were baptized by their own desu'e and with their
own blood.

Q. I8 Baptism of desire or of blood mﬂimnt to
produce the effects of Baptism of water 2

A. Baptism of desire or of blood i3 sufficient to pro-
duce the effects of Baptism of water, if it 18 impossible
to receive the Baptism of water.

BAPTISM UNDER DIFFICULTIES

Three men were traveling across the deserts of
Arabia, two Christians and a Catechumen, when the
latter took sick and was likely to die. Of the other
two, one had lost both arms, and the other was deaf
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and dumb. The dying man begged for Baptism, but
there was no water to be had for hundreds of miles.
As is well known, the Arabs are accustomed to use
the fine sand of the desert for bathing purposes just
as we use water. Accordingly, in their dilemma, the
mute poured sand on the sick man’s head, while the
armless one pronounced the words of Baptism.
Their intention was good, but without doubt the
baptism was invalid. The man was saved, however,
for he received the Baptism of desire.

Q. What do we promise in Baptism ?
A. In Baptism we promise to remounce the devzl
with all his works and pomps.

THE EMPRESS ELIZABETH STANDS SPONSOR' FOR
A PrasaNT’s CHILD

It isan honor to be allowed to act as sponsor. On
one occasion the Empress Elizabeth, the late consort
of Francis J oseph, the emperor of Austria, when out
walking in the Tyrol in the vicinity of Campiglio,
sat down to rest with her lady in waiting in the shade
of apeasant’s cottage. Observing that the inhabit-
ants of the cottage were dressed in their holiday
clothes, and seemed much annoyed about something,
she asked the cause of their perturbation. She
was told that arrangements had been made for the
Baptism of the infant daughter of the people of the
house on that day, but the godmother had not put
in an appearance. On hearing this the empress
expressed her willingness to take the place of the
absent god-parent, and accompany the party to
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church. The people gladly accepted the august
lady’s offer, and asked her name, in order that they
might decide what name was to be given to the child.
She replied evasively that her name was not one
usually given in that part of the country, and they
had better give their child that name which is sweetest
to the ear of a Christian, the name of Mary. They
then repaired to the church, where a gray-haired
village pastor performed the ceremony of Baptism.
When all had gone away, he looked at the register,
and to his amazement saw the signature of Elizabeth,
Empress of Austria. The parents of the infant were
no less astonished, when, somewhat later, a servant in
the imperial livery brought a valuable present from
the empress to her godchild. We learn from the
example of this noble lady, who was assassinated in
Geneva in 1898, that it is a privilege to stand
sponsor to a child at its Baptism. The Catholic
Church does not admit everybody and anybody to
this office.

Q. Why s the name of a saint given tn Baptism ?

A. The name of a saint is given in Baptism in
order that the person baptized may imitate his virtues
and have him for a protector.

THE ARCHDUCHESS SOPHIE ACTS AS SPONSOR AT
IscHL

The mother of the present emperor of Austria,
the late Archduchess Sophie, was one day walking
out with her children during a summer sojourn at the
baths of Ischl, when they met a countryman in his
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Sunday clothes, carrying an infant in his arms. Now
and again he stood still, and looked about him, as if
in search of some one. The sun was hot, and beat
upon the infant’s face, so that it began to wail and
cry. The archduchess went up to the man, and
asked why he was carrying the poor child about in
the heat of the noonday sun? He replied that he
would not do so if he could help it. I have come
down out of the country,” he said, *in order to get
this child baptized in our parish church, and now I
hear that the gentleman who promised to act as
sponsor has left Ischl for Gmunden. I am at a loss
what to do.” The archduchess answered with a
smile that, if that was all, she could easily set matters
right ; she and her husband would stand sponsors for
the child. The man thought she was joking, and
said she need not mock at the trouble he was in.
“ I mean it quite seriously,” the august lady rejoined.
“ Let us go to the church directly ; my husband is not
far off.” The man was only too glad to fall in with
her proposal ; he thanked her gratefully, saying that
almighty God would reward her kindness by a
blessing on her own children. The archduchess
went to call her husband, the Archduke Frederic
Charles, and all three went to the parish church of
Ischl. The priest was not a little amazed to see the
royal sponsors accompanying the lowly peasant, and
the latter was still more astonished when he learned
who had consented to help him out of his dilemma;
in fact he was so overawed and embarrassed, that he
nearly let the child fall in his confusion. He went
home a happy man, enriched with many presents,



BAPTISM 171

As the royal sponsors left the church the archduchess
said to her husband: ¢ That worthy peasant said God
would reward us in our children ; I hope and pray
that his good wishes may be fulfilled.” Many years
have passed since then, and the blessing predicted
by the countryman has not been withheld. The
Emperor Francis Joseph, the son of that imperial
couple, in 1898 celebrated the jubilee of his glorious
reign in full mental and bodily vigor, to the joy of
his loyal and loving subjects.

Q. Why are godfathers and godmothers given in
Baptism ?

A. Godfathers and godmothers are given in Baptism
tn order that they may promise, in the name of the child,
what the child itself would promise if it had the use
of reason.

How AN INFANT waAS LosT

It is most reprehensible for sponsors to repair to
the drinking saloon immediately after the ceremony.
In a certain village it was customary for sponsors
after the Baptism of an infant in the nearest town
where was their parish church, to betake themselves
to a drinking saloon, and freely indulge in intoxicat-
ing liquors, before entering upon their homeward
journey. On the return of one such party after about
a four miles’ drive to their own village, the mother
asked to have her newly baptized infant brought to
her : it was nowhere to be found. Her neighbors
quickly re-harnessed the horse to the sledge and
retraced their steps. They had gotten about halfway
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back to the place whence they started, when they
found the baby lying on the snow by the wayside.
Fortunately it had sustained no material injury.
This incident occurred rather more than a century
ago in the district of Frautenau.

Q. What is the obligation of a godfather and a god-
mother 2

A. The obligation of a godfather and a godmother ¢
to instruct the child in its religious duties, if the parents
neglect to do 8o or die.

AN INFANT THE PREY OF A Pia

Another distressing and disgraceful incident took
place in the Black Forest, when the sponsors betook
themselves, after the Baptism of a child, to a neigh-
boring inn before which a barrel-organ was being
played. Leaving the infant in their charge en a
settle near the stove, the young people joined a group
of merrymakers on the green, who were dancing to
the sound of the organ. Meanwhile a pig that was
roaming about entered through the open door of the
room where the child had been left,— no uncommon
occurrence in summer time in the Black Forest.
Sniffing about for something to devour, the animal
discovered the helpless infant, and pulling it down
to the ground, began to bite it terribly. Owing to
the noise of the dancers outside, no one heard the
cries of the unhappy child. When the sponsors were
tired of amusing themselves, and prepared to go
home, they looked for the infant. They found the
cushion on which it had been laid, and the wraps that
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were round it dragged about the ground and soaked
with blood ; the child had been carried off and half
devoured by the swine. How culpable are those who,
immediately after so solemn a ceremony as Baptism,
give themselves up to unseemly diversions.



LESSON FIFTEENTH
ON CONFIRMATION

Q. What is Confirmation ?

A. Confirmation 8 a sacrament through which we
receive the Holy Ghost to make us strong and perfec
Christians and soldiers of Jesus Christ.

A MARTYR’S FORTITUDE

In the province of Tongking a martyr named
Michael Mi displayed extraordinary courage under
torture. He, together with his aged father-in-law,
Anthony, was arrested for harboring a priest. At
sight of the instruments of torture Anthony’s courage
failed, but Michael, after having himself been flogged
into a mass of wounds and blood, lay down a second
time and without a groan received also the old man’s
portion of stripes. When later both, together with
the priest they had befriended, were led out to be
beheaded, the executioner said to Michael: * Give
me money, and I will lessen your sufferings by cut-
ting off your head with a single blow.” Michael
answered : It matters not how you behead me; as
for money, I have plenty, but prefer to have it dis-
tributed among the poor.” So saying, he bent his
head and received the triple crown of faith, filial
devotion, and charity.

174
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Q. Who administers Confirmation?

A. The bishop s the ordinary minister of Confirma-
tion.
ST. MAURILIUS

St. Maurilius, Bishop of Angers, was one day en-
gaged in saying Mass when a woman brought to him
a sick child that he might confirm it before it died.
The saint continued the Mass, but ere he had fin-
ished, the child had died. Conscience-stricken, the
holy bishop resigned his see and fled to England,
where he concealed himself under the guise and
occupation of a gardener. Years afterward he was
discovered and besought to return to his diocese ;
. and prompted by God he did so, and also recalled
the child to life, confirmed him, educated him for the
priesthood and made him his successor in the See of
Angers.

Q. How does the bishop give Confirmation ?

A. The bishop extends his hands over those who are
to be confirmed, prays that they may receive the Holy
Ghost, and anoints the forehead of each with holy
chrism in the form of a cross.

THE CONFIRMATIONS OF ST. CUTHBERT

Country parishes can but rarely enjoy a visit from
the chief pastor of the diocese, and hence such visits
are usually great occasions. St. Cuthbert, Bishop
of Lindisfarne, England, in the seventh century,
marked all his pastoral visits with miracles. His
principal care was to administer Confirmation to all
baptized persons, that through the imposition of
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hands they might receive the Holy Ghost. On ene
visit a nobleman approached, said his wife was dan-
gerously ill, and begged the bishop to come and con-
firm her and administer the last rites. The bishop
complied, and no sooner had he imposed hands on
her and with prayer anointed her than she was re-
stored to perfect health.

Q. What is holy chrizsm?
A. Holy chrism i8 a mizture of olive-oil and balm,
consecrated by the bishop.

HoLy CHRISM MULTIPLIED MIRACULOUSLY

St. Pirmin, an abbot who lived in Germany in the
eighth century, was one day administering Confirma-
tion to such a large number of persons that his
supply of holy chrism became exhausted. He there-
upon directed one of his priests to go to the monas-
tery and replenish the stocks, but no sooner did the
priest take the sacred vessels in his hand than they
were miraculously filled with oil. It is needless to
say that, as the miracle became noised abroad, few
unconfirmed persons in that region failed to avail
themselves of the sacrament so wondrously placed
within their reach.

Q. What does the bishop say in anointing the per-
son he confirms?

A. In anointing the person he confirms the bishop
says: “I sign thee with the sign of the cross, and I con-
firm thee with the chrism of salvation, in the name of
the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost.”
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Two PERSONS DISPOSSESSED BY CONFIRMATION

Confirmation is beneficial to the soul and some-
times-to the body. St. Bout, Bishop of Clermont
in France in the seventh century, was one day asked
by two persons to administer to them the Sacrament
of Confirmation. It so happened that these persons,
though in a state of grace, were possessed by the
devil, but the bishop knew it not. Immediately on
receiving Confirmation, each vomited a great quantity
of blood. Thus was the demon driven out of them
by the presence and the power of the Holy Ghost.

Q. What s meant by anointing the forehead with
chrism in the form of a cross?

A. By anointing the forehead with chrism in the
Jorm of a cross 18 meant that the Christian who i8 con-
Jirmed must openly profess and practice his faith, never
be ashamed of it, and rather die than deny it.

A TRUE SOLDIER.OF JEsUS CHRIST

In the year 264 in the city of Cesarea, Palestine, a
soldier named Marinus, serving in the army of the
Emperor Gallien, was on the point of securing a
much coveted promotion when his enemies denounced
him as a Christian. Asked by the emperor if this
were true, he replied that it was, and thereupon was
given three hours to decide which he would choose,
apostasy and promotion, or fidelity to Christ and
death. His bishop, Theotecue, led him to the church,
administered to him the Sacrament of Confirmation,
and, offering hir a sword and the book of the Gospels,
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said: ¢ Choose.” Marinus without hesitation took
the sacred book in his hands and went out bravely
to death and eternal reward.

Q. Why does the bishop give the person he confirms
a slight blow on the cheek?

A. The bishop gives the person he confirms a slight
blow on the cheek, to put him tn mind that he must be
ready to suffer everything, even death, for the sake of
Christ.

THE CHINESE CHILD

A little Chinese girl met a missionary and begged
him to confirm her. ¢But if the mandarin arrests
you, what will you say ?” asked the priest. I will
say I am a Christian.” ¢ And if he bids you re-
nounce your faith, what will you do?” «I will say
‘never.”” ¢ And if he orders your head to be cut
. off, what will you say?” I will say ¢cut it off.””
Delighted at her excellent disposition, the missionary
promptly confirmed her.

Q. To receive Confirmation worthily is it necessary
to be in the state of grace?

A. To receive Confirmation worthily it t8 mecessary
to be in the state of grace.

PRAYER-BOOK, ROsARY, AND PicTuRE AS CoN-
FIRMATION GIFTS

In Confirmation it is the gifts of the Holy Spirit
which should be the object of desire, not the presents
given by sponsors. Some years ago a Confirmation
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was to be held in a country district, and several of
the peasants, who had children of an age to be con-
firmed, went to a wealthy landed proprietor, asking
him to stand sponsor for them. He expressed his
willingness to comply with their request. At the same
time he said: “Let me tell you beforehand that I
only present to each of my godchildren a prayer-
book, a rosary, and a picture—nothing more.” When
the day appointed for the Confirmation came near,
~ only two out of a large number of candidates claimed
the promise of the lord of the manor to act as their
sponsor. After the ceremony he presented, as he
had said, to each of the two a prayer-book, a rosary,
and a picture — but what was the picture? A bank-
note of considerable value. It may be imagined how
chagrined the rest of the candidates were, when they
heard what the other two had received. Thus the
greed of money and self-seeking bring their own re-
ward. It is indeed deplorable to see a sacred sacra-
ment regarded as a source of earthly profit.

Q. What special preparation should be made to
recerve Confirmation 2

A. Persons of an age to learn should know the chief
mysteries of faith and the duties of a Christian, and be
instructed in the nature and effects of this sacrament.

CALIGULA’S HEART

The body of the Emperor Caligula was taken to
be burned, according to the Roman custom. All was
soon reduced to ashes except the heart, which the
fire seemed unable to affect. On exam'nation it was
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found that it contained a certain poison which neu
tralized the effect of the fire. The fire did not fail,
but the trouble was with the condition of the heart.
God forbid it should be so with us when the Holy
Spirit comes upon us !

Q. Is it a sin to neglect Confirmation?

A. It i8 a 8in to neglect Confirmation, especially in
these evil days when faith and morals are exposed to 8o
many and such violent temptations. '

Ovut oF PLACE

Grown up persons who neglected Confirmation in
their youth very often give as a reason for not com-
ing forward that they feel so awkward and out of
place in a class of small children. It would be well
for them to remember that their present condition is
but a figure of that which is to come when they shall
stand before their Judge and answer for the neglect
of their opportunities. They would do well also to
remember Christ’s words: “ Unless you become as
little children, you are not My true disciples, nor
shall you enter the kingdom of heaven.”



LESSON SIXTEENTH
ON THE GIFTS AND FRUITS OF THE HOLY GHOST

Q. Which are the effects of Confirmation ?

A. The effects of Confirmation are an increase of
sanctifying grace, the strengthening of our faith, and
the gifts of the Holy Ghost.

THE FIRST CONFIRMATION

A good example of the effects of Confirmation is
the change produced in the apostles by the descent
of the Holy Ghost upon them. After Christ’s cruci-
fixion they were for the most part timid men, and
kept themselves in hiding for fear of the Jews.
When, however, they on Pentecost Sunday received
the Holy Ghost, they no longer feared, but went
forth bravely preaching Christ crucified, accounting
themselves happy to suffer for the name of Jesus,
and finally laying down their lives for the faith.

Q. Which are the gifts of the Holy Ghost?

A. The gifts of the Holy Ghost are Wisdom, Under-
standing, Counsel, Fortitude, Knowledge, Piety, and
Fear of the Lord.

St. PAuL’s SIMILE

When St. Paul wrote his Epistle to the Ephesians
he was in prison at Rome, so that it was natural for
181
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him to raise his eyes to the soldier on guard at his
prison door, and from his duties and accouterments
to draw a parallel between material and spiritual
warfare, between the civil and the Christian warrior.
“ We wrestle,” he says, “not against flesh and blood,
but against principalities and powers, against the
rulers of darkness and spiritual wickedness in high
places. Wherefore take unto you the armor of
God, having your loins girt about with truth, and
having cn the breastplate of righteousness, and your
feet shod with the preparation of the gospel of peace ;
above all taking the shield of faith wherewith to
quench the fiery darts of the wicked, and take the
helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit
which is the word of God.” Thus the girdle, the
breastplate, the military sandals, the shield, the hel-
met, and the sword of a Roman legionary, suggest
the Christian’s armor,—the gifts of the Holy Ghost.

Q. Why do we receive the gift of Fear of the Lord 2
A. We receive the gift of Fear of the Lord to fill us
with a dread of sin.

THE House THAT wAS PULLED DowN AND
REBUILT

We ought t6 fear God. It is related of one of the
Roman emperors that he was desirous to impress a
certain citizen with a sense of his power. He there-
fore invited him one day to dinner. During his
absence from home, the emperor caused a gang of
workmen to raze his house to the ground. When
the man returned from the palace, he could scarcely




GIFTS AND FRUITS OF THE HOLY GHOST 183

believe his eyes ; he did not know how to contain him-
self for astonishment and dismay. His house had
been swept off the face of the earth ; the unfortunate
man was inconsolable, and nearly lost his reason in
his despair. Then the emperor summoned him
again to the palace, and kept him there for several
days. Meanwhile the builder, with a host of work-
men and artisans, rebuilt the house on the same
site, only the new house was a much handsomer
structure than the old one. When the master again
repaired to the spot and saw the commodious dwell-
ing that had been erected for him, he could scarcely
contain himself for delight; he thought it was a
dream. Once more the emperor called him to his
presence, and spoke thus to him: “I had your house
pulled down thus quickly and no less quickly rebuilt,
to show you how great my power is to injure or to
benefit you. Take care therefore to keep in my
favor, and beware how you offend me !” God is far
* mightier than that imperial ruler. Hence we ought to
fear Him infinitely more, and be more desirous to
please Him.

Q. Why do we receive the gift of Piety 2
A. We receive the gift of Piety to make us love God
as a Father and obey Him because we love Him.

THE SOLDIER AND THE ORPHAN

A poor orphan child had been adopted by a soldier
whom she called father. By her simple piety and
affection she gained great influence over him ; he
called her his little saint ; never would he smoke or
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swear in her presence ; most unusual of all,she even
led him to pray. One day he entered the church
and found her apparently in ecstasy before the altar. .
The thought occurred to him that possibly she was
praying for him ; he burst into tears ; his heart was
changed, and completely converted. The two soon
afterwards had the happiness of making together their
Easter Communion. Such is the power of true piety.

Q. Why do we receive the gift of Knowledge ?
A. We receive the gift of Knowledge to enable us to
discover the will of God in all things.

Is THE PERsIAN Kine HAPPY?

Virtue, and not earthly possessions, renders man
truly happy. Socrates, the sage, was once asked
whether he considered the king of Persia a happy
man. The answer he gave was this: “I cannot tell,
for I do not know whether he is proficient in knowl-
edge and virtue ; they alone make men happy.”

Q. Why do we receive the gift of Fortitude?
A. We receive the gift of Fortitude to strengthen us
to do the will of Grod in all things. :

THE KING OF SAXONY’S DECISION

No one ought to change his creed for worldly
motives. The reigning dynasty in the kingdom of
Saxony is Catholic, whereas the majority of the pop-
ulation are Protestant. In the year 1866, after the
victory of the Prussians at Koniggratz, a deputation
consisting of the Protestant ministers and several dis-




GIFTS AND FRUITS OF THE HOLY GHOST 185

tinguished laymen, came to present a petition to the
king requesting him to have the crown prince brought
up as a Protestant, because in that case Saxony would
be treated with much greater leniency by their
Prussian conquerors. The king of Saxony returned
this answer : ¢ The Prussians may take my crown from
me if they choose, but they cannot take my con-
science.” Thereupon he turned on his heel and left
the apartment. - '

Q. Why do we receive the gift of Counsel 2
A. We receive the gift of Counsel to warn us of the
deceits of the devil, and of the dangers to salvation.

A QUESTIONER PUT TO SHAME

A pious monk named Notker, who lived at St.
Gallen toward the end of the ninth century was
often consulted by the Emperor Charles the Fat. A
member of the emperor’s suite, being jealous of the
holy man, sought to humiliate him in public. See-
ing him one day praying in the church, he went up
to him and said aloud in a scornful manner: ¢ Tell
me, thou who art so wise and learned, what does
God Almighty do up in heaven ?” The servant of
God replied : «I will tell you what He does. He
exalts the humble and abases the proud.” The by-
standers laughed, and the insolent questioner went
away in confusion. The same day he fell from his
horse and fractured his leg. Thus we see how the
Holy Ghost inspires the just with an apposite
answer at the right moment. St. Notker possessed
the gift of counsel.
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Q. Why do we recetve the gift of Understanding 2
A. We receive the gift of Understanding to enable us
to know more clearly the mysteries of faith.

HENRY DIPSON, S.J.

When Henry Dilson entered the Society of Jesus
he had so little intelligence and memory that he was
unable to learn or remember anything. One day, in
deep affliction, he prostrated himself before the
statue of Our Lady and vowed himself to her service
for life. His memory all at once became retentive,
and such a power of penetration into things spiritual
did he gain that the most learned of the Society were
in admiration of him. Our Lady’s intercession had
obtained for him the gift of understanding.

Q. Why do we recetve the gift of Wisdom ?

A. We receive the gift of Wisdom to give us a relish
Sor the things of God, and to direct our whole life and
all our actions to His honor and glory.

DEMOSTHENES RELATES A FABLE

There are many who take no interest in higher
things, and care only for the enjoyments of time and
sense. Demosthenes, Greece’s most renowned orator,
was once addressing a large assembly on matters per-
taining to the welfare of their common country.
Although he spoke with enthusiasm and eloquence,
his audience paid little attention to his discourse ;
some yawned, others talked to one another, or even
went to sleep. Observing this, ths orator- left off
speaking on serious subjects and related a fable about
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the ass and its shadow. Instantly silence prevailed,
his hearers pricked up their ears as if some matter
were being propounded on which all their happiness
depended. Too often Christian people act in a similar
manner ; they display complete indifference regarding
weighty matters relating to their eternal salvation.
Sermons and spiritual books have no attraction for
them, yet they take a lively interest in the amuse-
ments and diversions of the day and even in such
slight and trifling things as society gossip, stories in
newspapers, etc. They neglect what is of primary im-
portance and give the first place to secondary matters.
What supreme folly !

Q. What are the Beatitudes?
A. The Beatitudes are : —

1st. Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs i8 the
kingdom of heaven.

A SERMON oN GRANDEUR OF DREsS

St. Francis of Sales, the Bishop of Geneva, came
one Lent, while on a journey, to the church attached
to a monastery of Capuchin friars, which was
within his diocese. He happened to arrive just at
sermon time ; the preacher had taken ostentation in
dress as the theme of his discourse and was inveigh-
ing vehemently against prelates and ecclesiastical
dignitaries, who, instead of setting an example of
humility, wore splendid garments and drove about in
grand equipages. When the sermon was ended, the
bishop went into the sacristy, and caused the preacher
to be summoned to his presence. The monk was
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startled and not a little frightened when he saw the
bishop standing before him. As soon as they were
alone together, St. Francis said : « Reverend Father,
your discourse contained much that was edifying.
It may also be true that we who are in authority in
the Church are guilty of sins from which the inmates
of the cloister are exempt. Nevertheless, I consider
it highly unwise to say such things as you did on this
subject from the pulpit, to the common people. More-
over, I wish to call your attention to the fact that for
many reasons it is a matter of necessity that the
princes of the Church should keep up an appearance
befitting their rank. Besides, you never know what
may be hidden beneath a silken robe.”- So saying
St. Francis unbuttoned the upper part of his purple
cassock, and let the monk see that he wore a ragged
hair shirt next to his skin. “I show you this,” he
added, *“ that you may learn that humility is quite
compatible with the rich dress of one’s office. From
henceforth see that you are less harsh in your judg-
ments and more prudent in your speech.” If the
dignitaries of the Church were wretchedly dressed,
they would lose the respect due both to themselves
and to their office ; they would be accused of miser-
liness and other faults. Therefore it is not only
permissible, but obligatory upon them, to dress in
accordance with the official rank they hold. What
evilly disposed men choose to say must not be
heeded. :

2d. Blessed are the meek, for they shall possess the
land.
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SOCRATES AND XANTIPPE

One who is meek does not fly into a passion, even
when injustice is done him. Socrates, the sage of
antiquity, had a horrid wife named Xantippe. One
day when he was conversing with his disciples seated
around the door of his house, she put her head out of
a window and poured out on him a volley of abuse.
Socrates, however, betrayed no sign of anger. Then
the woman fetched a pitcher of water and threw it
over him. Even then Socrates was unmoved ; he only
said quite calmly : “I might have known that such a
thunderstorm would be followed by a heavy down-
pour of rain.”

CLEMENT HOFBAUER AND THE CARD-PLAYER

Anger is overcome by meekness. The late Clement
Hofbauer, who was called the Apostle of Vienna, gave,
when on a mission, a striking example of meekness.
As many fathers of families had lost their lives in
the Napoleonic wars, leaving their wives and children
totally unprovided for, Hofbauer founded an orphan-
age in Warschau for the children of those who fell in
battle, and went about in the town soliciting dona-
tions. On this quest he went into a restaurant, and
addressing three men who were playing cards at one
of the tables, asked for a contribution to the good
work. One of them, an ill-bred and godless indi-
vidual, spat in his face and overwhelmed him with
insults. Hofbauer merely took out his handkerchief
and wiped his face ; he then said without the slight-
est sign of anger: “ That was for me, sir ; now let
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me beg you to give me something for my orphans.”
This answer quieted the rude and angry man; he
looked ashamed, and putting his hand into his pocket,
he gave the servant of God all the money he had
with him. Somewhat later he went to him to con-
fession and became quite a changed character. Here
we see how true are Our Lord’s words: ‘¢ Blessed
are the meek, for they shall possess the land.”
That is, they shall gain the victory over their
fellow-men.

St. FrRANCIS XAVIER CONTINUES PREACHING

More is accomplished by meekness than by wrath.
On one occasion when St. Francis Xavier, the Apos-
tle of the Indies, was preaching in one of the towns
of India, two heathen threw stones at him, to reduce
him to silence. The saint took no notice of this, and
continued preaching with an unmoved countenance.
The two uncultured heathen were astonished at his
meekness. They drew nearer and listened to his
discourse ; touched to the heart by what they heard,
they were the two first converts who asked for Bap-
tism. See the blessed effect of meekness.

3d. Blessed are they that mourn, for they shall be
comforted.
THE Wipow oF NAIM

As Jesus with His disciples was entering the city
of Naim, behold a dead man was being carried out,
the only son of his mother; and she was a widow.
And seeing the poor heartbroken mourner, He was
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moved to pity, and He said to her: ¢ Daughter,
weep not.”” Then turning to the corpse, He said:
“ Young man, I say to thee, arise.” And he that was
dead sat up and began to speak ; and He gave him
back to his mother.

4th. Blessed are they that hunger and thirst after
Justice, for they shall be filled.

St. ELIZABETH OF HUNGARY A MENDICANT

Ingratitude is the world’s recompense ; but sooner
or later merit will be rewarded by God. St. Eliza-
beth of Hungary was the daughter of one of the kings
of Hungary, and the wife of the Landgrave of Thu-
ringia. During a famine in Germany (1224-1225)
she daily relieved nearly nine hundred persons; and
in the vicinity of the Wartburg, where was her cas-
tle, she erected a large hospice. On the death of
her husband, his brother Henry seized the crown, to
the exclusion of the rightful heir, Elizabeth’s eldest
son. Under the pretext that she squandered the
revenues of the crown by her extensive almsgiving,
Elizabeth was driven out of the castle, and even
banished from the town, and dispossessed of all her
property. The high-born lady now wandered as a
beggar woman with her thrée children from door to
door; she who had dispensed alms so liberally was
everywhere rudely repulsed ; not even in the hospice
she had erected could she find a refuge. Only a poor
shepherd’s family showed her kindness. But the
princess rejoiced in this; she regarded this severe
trial as a special favor from God, and praised His
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holy name for it. When the interment of her hus.
band’s remains took place in Bamberg, the bishop
of that place spoke so forcibly in her behalf that
later on she was reinstated in her rightful position.
She died in 1231 ; her body is deposited in the chapel
of the Hospital in Magdeburg. Her history affords
an instance of human ingratitude.

5th. Blessed are the merciful, for they shall obtain

mercy. ‘
THE BREAD AND BUTTER

With the same measure wherewith man measures
cut to his fellow-men will God measure to him again.
A peasant used to go into the neighboring town to
take the butter from his farm to supply a baker and
pastry cook. He carried in five pounds daily, and
took back five pounds of bread for his family. Now
one day the baker thought he would weigh the but-
ter. To his surprise he found it was half a pound
short. The next morning he took the farmer to task,
but the man was not in the least abashed. He an-
swered quietly: ¢“That was not my fault, sir; I
could not help it. I have no weights in my house,
so this is what I do: I put the bread that I have
bought of you in one scale and my butter in the -
other, and thus I know when I have the right quan-
tity.” The baker was thoroughly ashamed, and from
that time forth was careful to give his customers full
weight. God will act toward us on the judgment
day as that farmer acted. Our Lord Himself says :
“ With what measure ye mete, it shall be measured
to you again.”
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THE Boy FOUND IN THE SNOW

Out of gratitude alone we ought to treat animals
well, for they are often instruments in saving man’s
life. One winter evening a farmer was driving
home from the annual market in a neighboring
town. On the road a little dog ran up to him,
whining piteously; then it turned down a by-road,
barking. As the farmer took no notice, it came up
to him again, barking in a yet more demonstrative
manner, and getting in front of the cart he was driv-
ing. Then it went again to the by-road, and turn-
ing round, looked appealingly at the man, who,
struck by the animal’s behavior, stopped his horses
and followed it. At a short distance he found a
boy lying unconscious on the snow, benumbed with
cold. He lifted him up, carried him to his cart,
wrapped him in a rug, and at the first inn he came
to, inquired who the child was. The innkeeper knew
him, and sent him to his parents, who lived near.
They said that the boy had been sent to the market,
and had probably lost his way, and, overcome with
cold and weariness, had been unable to reach home.
Had the little dog not been with him, he would have
died of exposure to the cold.

THE Dogs oF ST. BERNARD

On the frontiers of Italy and Switzerland, to the
southeast of the lake of Geneva, is the pass of St.
Bernard, over which a road leads from Switzerland
into Italian territory. In days of yore hundreds of
thousands of travelers passed over this road, and
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even now, although communication by railroad has
been opened between the two countries at this point,
some twenty thousand persons annually make use of
the old route, attended as it still is with considerable
danger. For, on those lofty mountains, where wintry
cold prevails almost all through the year and the
snow never melts, the traveler may easily lose his
way in a snow-sterm or find the road blocked by a
snow-drift ; or he may he overtaken by an avalanche
and be hurled into an abyss. It is also no uncom-
mon case for travelers to be unable to proceed on
their way through the effect of the intense cold. In
the year 960 St. Bernard built a monastery and
hospice on one of the highest points. The monas-
tery, as it is at present, consists of a three-storied
building, and the hospice attached to it is capable of
accommodating “four hundred guests. The yearly
expenses, amounting to some 80,000 francs, are de-
frayed out of the funds of the convent, which has
been richly endowed by benefactors. The work of
the monks is to hasten to the assistance of travelers
in distress, and to afford them hospitality. Conse-
quently, when there is a heavy fall of snow, the
monks ring the convent bell, to serve as a guide to
wanderers who might otherwise lose their way.
They also go out in different directions to assist
any who may be in need of help, accompanied by
the large, well-trained St. Bernard dogs. These
dogs bark continuously when in search of travelers,
and often find unfortunate persons buried beneath
the snow. In this case they scrape the snow away,
lick the hands and face of the benumbed individual,
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and endeavor to restore animation to his frozen
limbs by the warmth of their own bodies. If he
recovers consciousness, they let him take the restora-
tives attached to their collars. Meanwhile they utter
loud, short barks, to give notice to any monks who
may be near, so that generally before long human
aid is at hand, or one of the dogs will hasten back to
the monastery, to call its inmates to his assistance.
Immediately two Brothers set out with the necessary
appliances for saving life, and carry the traveler to
the hospice, where every care is taken of him. This
work of charity is not without risk for the monks;
sometimes they fall into crevasses and lose their lives.
Nor can any endure this arduous work for more than
fifteen years, although no one over twenty years of
age is admitted to their number. The poor dogs,
too, are sometimes sacrificed. One of them, a fine
animal of extraordinary intelligence, known by the
name of “Barre,” saved the life of no less than forty
persons in the course of a few years; the forty-first
to whose help he went was alarmed at seeing him,
and shot him dead. A memorial is erected in the
pass to the memory of this useful and sagacious
animal.

A NEWFOUNDLAND DoG SAVES HIS MASTER

Many instances are recorded in which a dog saved
his master from robbers. The following incident
occurred in the neighborhood of St. Petersburg,
where a man resided who supplied the metropolis
- with pork. He owned a good deal of land, and car-
ried on a large wholesale business, by which he made
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a considerable amount of money. One day two peas-
ants came to him and told him they had several hun-
dred pigs to dispose of at a moderate price. The
dealer agreed to go with them to inspect the animals;
he took with him a well-filled purse, a revolver, and
a large Newfoundland dog. After driving a long
distance they reached a small village, and stopped
before a cottage into which the merchant entered,
leaving his dog outside. He hung up his fur-lined
overcoat, in a pocket of which was the revolver, on
a nail, and, at the request of the owner of the house,
seated himself at the table to transact business. But
as he was kept waiting a long time he grew impa-
tient, and called out: “Is no one coming? I can-
not waste my time here all day long.” Thereupon
the cottager reéntered and said: “You are not
going to leave this house alive. You had better sit
still.” As he spoke the two peasants came in, one
of whom was armed with a large, formidable looking
knife. The merchant saw only too plainly that he
had fallen among robbers. He besought them to
spare his life, offering them all the money he had on
his person. But they would not listen to a word he
said. “If we let you go,” they answered, “ we know
what it will be. You make fair promises to us now,
and to-morrow the police will be after us.” Then
their victim entreated with tears to be allowed to
take leave of his dog. To this they consented and
let the dog in. His master caressed him and stroked
him, till the peasants bade him be done; and as he

paid no heed to them, one seized him by the arms, .

while the other lifted the knife to strike him. But
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before the blow fell, the dog, perceiving his master’s
danger, sprang upon the man who held the knife,
and seizing him by the throat, strangled him, so that
he fell dead on the spot. Then he turned upon the
sther ruffian with whom his master was struggling,
and fixed his teeth in his arm. Thus the merchant
was enabled to free himself from his assailant, and
take the revolver from his coat pocket. With it he
shot the third robber dead, who had been keeping
guard outside, and entered at that moment. On his
way back he acquainted the police with what had
occurred. Every one who heard the story, or read
it in the daily papers of the time, admired the fidelity
and courage of the dog who saved his master’s life.

A QUEEN REBUKES RAGPICKERS

We must not allow animals to be tormented. One
day the queen of the Belgians, when driving out,
saw two ragpickers mercilessly belaboring a hapless
dog, which was harnessed to a barrow. The queen,
indignant at such cruelty, stopped her carriage, and
severely reproved the owners of the dog. But these
low people took the rebuke in ill part, and abused
the queen, whom they probably did not recognize,
in no very courteous language. Thereupon she drove
straight to.the police station, ahd ordered the rag-
pickers to be arrested and punished for their cruelty
to animals.

A DoG’s REVENGE

Those who tease or torture animals seldom go
unpunished. In a certain village a dog was chained
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up by its owner’s gate, near the road whereby the
village children passed on their way to and from
school. One day several of the children were going
home from school when the master of the dog un-
chained it, intending to take it out for a walk. As
soon as the animal was set free, it rushed furiously
up to the group of children, and attacked a boy,
tearing him with its teeth so that the blood ran down
in streams. The boy had pelted the dog with stones
every day as he went by; the creature remembered
this and revenged itself in this way on its tor-
mentor.

BROTHER BOUNTY AND BROTHER PLENTY

The abbot of a certain monastery was remarkably
bountiful and hospitable. As long as he lived, all
went well with the community, and the wealth of
the monastery increased year by year. But when
he was no more his successor showed himself far less
generous and charitable; yet, strange to say, far from
his want of liberality increasing the riches of the
convent, the funds diminished so rapidly that after
a while the monks actually lacked the very neces-
saries of life. One day a stranger came to the gate
and begged for a night’s lodging. The porter an-
swered : “ We really cannot take any one in now;
we ourselves have scarce bread to eat. It was other-
wise, formerly ; the convent was well-off then.” The
stranger rejoined : *“Since you are so unkind, no
wonder that you do not prosper. You have driven
away one brother, and consequently the other has
forsaken you.” The porter was at a loss to under-
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stand this mysterious speech; he requested the
stranger to explain his meaning. Thereupon he
continued : “The one brother I refer to is Bounty,
the other is Plenty. Since you dismissed the one,
the other has taken leave of you.” These words, re-
peated to the abbot, led him to change his conduct,
and the monastery was once more famed for liberality.
The abbot remembered Our Lord’s words: “Give
and it shall be given unto you.”

6th. Blessed are the clean of heart, for they shall
see (Fod.

FAIR MEATs oN FouL DisuES

We must pray with a pure heart. A young man
who had adopted a licentious manner of life did not,
in spite of his vicious habits, omit to say a prayer
every day to the Mother of God. One night he had
a dream which made a great impression upon him.
He dreamed that he was on a journey, and was ex-
tremely hungry. Our Blessed Lady then appeared
to him, surrounded by angels, and offered him some
tempting viands on a very dirty dish, saying : ¢ Take
this food and eat it.” But he answered that he
could not partake of the food because the dish on
which it was served was not clean. ¢ Thus it is
with thy prayers,” the Blessed Virgin rejoined.
“They are good in themselves, but thy heart is im-
pure. For this reason thy petitions are not acceptable
in God’s sight.” At that moment the young man
awoke. He never forgot that dream; it had the
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effect of inducing him for the rest of his life to live
as becomes a Christian.

 7th. Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be
called the ckildren of God.

ST. FRANCIS OF SALES IN RoME

God protects the peaceable. Once when St.
Francis of Sales, the Bishop of Geneva, was in Rome,
he hired rooms for himself in an inn on the banks of
the Tiber. The first evening he was there, on re-
turning to the inn to sleep, he found, to his surprise,
his servant in vehement altercation with the inn-
keeper about his apartment. The fact was, the land-
lord wanted to give the rooms which the bishop had
engaged to a party of strangers who had just ar-
rived. St. Francis at once put an end to the dispute
«“] will have no quarrelling,” he said to his servant.
“ Come with me ; we will take up our quarters else-
where.” After a protracted and tedious search they
met with suitable rooms in another inn. They had
not been there long before it began to rain very
heavily. In consequence of a waterspout, the Tiber
was so swollen that it overflowed its banks and
washed away several houses, amongst them the hos-
telry from which the saint had been so uncourteously
expelled. Several of the inmates perished on this
occasion, so that it may really be said that St. Francis
of Sales owed his life to his peaceableness. Here we
see the truth of Our Lord’s words : * Blessed are the
peacemakers, for they shall be called the children
of God,” 7.e. God will protect them as His children.
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St. IeNATIUS OF LOYOLA AND Two VESSELS

St. Ignatius of Loyola made a pilgrimage to the
Holy Land. When he was about to embark on his
return to Europe, he found two ships ready to set
sail, one a large vessel belonging to a Venetian, and
another, a small and apparently unseaworthy bark.
Ignatius wished to take his passage on the larger
vessel, but the captain would not receive him on
board. He mocked and derided him, saying saints
did not need to embark on a ship in order to cross
the seas : they had only to spread their cloak on the
water and thus sail over the ocean. Ignatius bore
these insults with perfect composure, and emharked
on board the smaller ship in which he was carried
safely to the coast of Italy, while the larger craft
was wrecked off the island of Cyprus, every one of
the crew and passengers being lost. Thus Ignatius
owed his life to his love of peace. It is very evident
that the peacemakers enjoy the special protection of
the Most High.

THE MONEY BAKED IN SMALL LOAVES

In a season of scarcity a rich man used to allow
the children from some of the poorest families to
_come to his house daily to fetch bread. A large
basket filled with loaves was placed ready, and every
child was allowed to take one. The very first time
this was done the children quarrelled amongst them-
selves; every one wanted the largest loaf. One little
girl only was observed to stand aloof and take the
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last and smallest loaf that was lefi in the basket.
The next day the wealthy donor of the bread had
several small silver coins put into the smallest loaf
before it was baked. It fell, as before, to the share
of the well-behaved, peaceable little girl. But when,
on cutting the loaf, her parents found the money,
they told the child to take it back to their bene-
factor. He would not, however, take it from her,
but said: “I had the money put into the loaf
expressly to reward you for your peaceable con-
duct.” God does the same; He gives peacemakers
a hundred fold more —sometimes even in this life
—than what they lose for the sake of peace.

8th. Blessed are they that suffer persecution for jus-
tice’ sake, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

AN OBEDIENT SON

The holy martyrs are justly called conquerors.
Some boys wanted to take a boat and go for a sail
on the water. One of them who was to be of the
party said: “I must go first and ask my mother
whether I may go, for I promised her I would
never go on the water without her permission.”
The other boys laughed at him, and called him a
coward. But he answered boldly: “I should be a
coward, if I let your ridicule make me commit an act
of disobedience.” So it was with the holy martyrs.
At the first glance, it looks as if they were defeated,
because they lost their lives. But in point of fact
they might easily have evaded persecution if they
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had been unfaithful to their God. But since they
chose rather to suffer death than to deny their God,
they are heroes and victors, and consequently are
justly represented with palms in their hands.

Q. Which are the twelve fruits of the Holy Ghost?
A. The twelve fruits of the Holy Ghost are: —

Charity.
St. MARTIN Di1vipes His CLOAK

What is done to the poor is done to Christ. St.
Martin was originally an officer in the Roman army.
One bitterly cold winter’s day he was riding out of
the town of Amiens in France, when at the city gates
he beheld a beggar almost destitute of clothing,
shivering with cold. No one had had the charity
to give him a worn-out garment. Martin, moved
with compassion, drew his sword and cut his warm
military cloak in half, giving one piece to the beg-
gar. He then rode on. The next night he had a
dream, or rather a vision. He saw Our Lord Jesus
Christ, surrounded by angels, wearing the half-cloak
which had been bestowed on the beggar, and saying
to the angels: “Look, this is the garment which
Martin gave to me.” This dream led to Martin’s
conversion; he was baptized, and was more liberal
in almsgiving than ever. Later on he was made a
bishop, and led a saintly life. This anecdote teaches
us that God regards what we do to our fellow-
creatures as done to Himself.
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Joy.
THE WEAVER WHO SANG AT HIS LooM

We get on with our work much better if we are
cheerful when about it, and take recreation after-
wards. There was once a weaver who got up very
early to begin work, and while he was at work used
to sing either hymns or else secular songs. As he
had a loud, clear voice his neighbors needed noth-
ing else to wake them of a morning. Now, close
by the place where this weaver worked, there lived
a wealthy merchant who frequently did not retire
to rest until long past midnight, and consequently
was much annoyed at being disturbed by this man
and awakened from his sleep at an early hour every
morning. He could not forbid him to sing, so he
bethought himself of another means of making him
quiet. He sent for the weaver, and asked him at
what price he rated his singing. The man replied
that it was as much to him as a day’s wages. The
merchant then promised him that if he would refrain
from this performance for a whole month he would
pay him as much as he would earn in that time. In
fact he put the amount down before him then and
there. The weaver was delighted at earning so large
a sum so easily, and gladly agreed to the merchant’s
terms. Every night before going to bed he counted
his treasure over and over again, he sat up gloating
over it, and finally put it under his pillow lest he
should be robbed of it. In the night he lay awake
thinking what use he should make of it, how he could
spend it to the best advantage, so that when the time
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came to get up he felt tired and unrefreshed. And
since in addition to this he could no longer sing at
his work, he could not get on with it at all well,
—in fact it became quite distasteful to him. Never
had the hours passed so slowly; the day seemed an
eternity to him. At last he resolved to give the
merchant back his money. Without losing a moment
he hastened to his residence and laid the money down
before him. Then he hurried away without speaking
a single word. Once more free to sing at his work,
the first song he struck up ran thus: —

¢ A cheerful heart and mind at rest,
What better thing can be possessed ?”

Peace.

THE BROKEN FENCE AND THE EGas

Oftentimes a small sacrifice suffices to avert dis-
putes and lawsuits. A gardener was daily annoyed
by his neighbor’s chickens, which got through a
hole in the fence and worked sad havoc in his gar-
den. He asked his neighbor again and again to
mend the fence, but he paid no heed to the request.
Any one else would have brought an action against
him, —a proceeding which would certainly have given
rise to hatred and hostility. The gardener, however,
was a lover of peace, so he bethought himself of
another means of ridding himself of the nuisance.
Now and again he sent a basket of eggs in to his
neighbor, saying would he be so good as to see that
his hens did not lay their eggs away from home.
He did this three timmes, then he sent no more eggs;
but within a week a new fence was set up, without
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any dissension or the cost of legal proceedings. His
neighbor was evidently convinced that his fowls
laid in the adjacent garden. Thus the gardener got
his way at the cost of only three dozen eggs. He
who can attain his end by peaceable means acts far
more wisely than he who has recourse to open strife
or lawsuits. -

Patience.
TaE Lost POCKETBOOK

We ought to be patient with animals.. A mer-
chant riding home from market along a lonely road,
accompanied by his dog, was all at once surprised by
the behavior of that animal. Instead of running
by his side, as was his wont, he began to whine and
yelp, and look up at his master. As no notice was
taken of this, he began to leap in front of the horse,
and bite its feet. The rider gave the dog several
blows with his riding-whip, but as he continued to
annoy him, he thought he was mad, and taking out his
revolver, he shot him and went on his way. He had
proceeded a considerable distance when he discovered,
to his alarm, that he had lost his pocketbook, full of
bank-notes. Immediately he turned back ; on com-
ing to the spot where he had shot the dog, he found
marks of blood all along the road, till he reached a
place where he had dismounted to rest. There lay
the pocketbook, and beside it lay the dog, mortally
wounded. He could only lick his master’s hand
before he died. Thus, faithful to the last gasp, he
had crawled back to defend the property of his
thankless owner.
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Benignity.
THE COUNTESS AS A MENDICANT

Those who are hard hearted in this world will fare
ill in the next. One miserably cold winter’s day,
when the inclement weather caused much suffering
to the poor, a lady of high rank dressed herself in
ragged clothes, wrapped her head in a shawl, and
taking in one hand a stick and in the other a basket,
went out begging, to test the benevolence of her
neighbors. At some houses she was repulsed with
harsh words, at others she was given things abso-
lutely worthless; only in one place was she treated
with kindness, and that was a poor man’s cottage,
where she was taken into a warm room and given a
piece of freshly baked cake. The next day all the
people to whom the lady had gone in quest of alms
were unexpectedly invited to the castle, where they
were conducted by the servants into the spacious
dining-hall and places assigned them at table.
Before each one was placed what he or she had
given to the soi-disant mendicant on the previous
day. On the plate of one was a mouldy crust, on
that of another some raw vegetables, a third had a
half-rotten apple, and so on. Some of the plates
were completely empty. Only two persons, an old -
man and his wife, were served with appetizing viands.
Then the countess entered the hall and said to the
astonished guests: * Yesterday I went about in the
village disguised as a beggar, to test your charity.
I have caused the same food to be served to you to-
day as you gave me yesterday. Consider this, that
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in the next world you will be requited in the same
manner.” As almost all the villagers were in the
employ of the countess, and lived on her bounty,
no one ventured to show his anger and annoyance.
(This incident occurred in England in bygone

times; the lady in question was Lady Jane Grey.)
Goodness.

ALEXANDER THE GREAT AND THE FIRE

The famous monarch and general of antiquity,
Alexander the Great, entertained great respect for
age. During one of his winter campaigns there was
a heavy fall of snow. The king had a fire lighted in
his tent, as the cold was intense. While warming
himself at it, he noticed an aged veteran at a short
distance, shivering, and apparently benumbed with
the frost. Immediately Alexander went up to him,
took him by the hand, and leading him into his tent,
made him sit down on the seat he had himself just
vacated. As he did so, he said with a smile : ¢ The
Persians deem it a crime punishable with death for
any one to seat himself on the king’s throne; but I
mean sitting upon my throne to be the means of
saving thy life.”

- Long-suffering.
PHOCION CONDEMNED TO TAKE Poison

From the annals of ancient history we learn that
the Greeks rewarded with basest ingratitude almost
all their heroes and patriots who had rendered
eminent services to their country. Such was their
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conduct in regard to the celebrated general Phocion,
who forty-five times led their armies to victory in the
field, and was universally respected on account of
his unselfishness and incorruptibility. When eighty
years of age he was accused of opposing the interests
of his country, and condemned to drink poison, with-
out being allowed even to speak in his own defense.
He calmly drained the fatal cup when it was presented
to him, and said to a friend who was standing by:
“Tell my son not to take vengeance on the Athenians
for the wrong they have done me, but to forget their
injuries.” Soon after the death of this noble-minded
hero, the Athenians recognized the injustice of their
action in his regard, and erected a monument in his
honor. Here we see the truth of the saying: In-
gratitude is the world’s reward.

Mildness.

FHE GOVERNOR AND THE BIsHOP

God often punishes those who slander and insult
others. Asterius, governor of Syria, toward the close
of the sixth century, hated Gregory, the bishop
of Antioch, a man renowned for his great sanctity,
and even stirred up the populace against him.
Whenever the bishop went out, and wherever he
went, the pagsers-by in the street insulted him, throw-
ing stones and mud at him. He was even held up to
derision in the theater. The bishop complained to the
emperor, and Asterius was recalled. Later on, how-
ever, he was reinstated in his office, and almost immedi-
ately after, he celebrated his nuptials in Antioch with
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great festivity and popular rejoicings. But the same
night there was a terrible earthquake, the greater part
of the palaces and houses were thrown down. Two-
thirds of the city became a heap of ruins; sixty
thousand persons lost their lives, amongst them the
governor and his bride. Those who seek to ruin
others often meet with ruin themselves. God repays
us in our own coin.

Faith.
BASLE SAVED BECAUSE OF AN EARTHQUAKE

In the fourteenth century the town of Basle in
Switzerland rebelled against Duke Albert II of
Austria. Soon after, it was visited by a violent
earthquake, by which not merely.a great number of
houses and churches were destroyed, but the outer
walls and fortifications of the town were overthrown.
Duke Albert’s councillors and courtiers told him of
this exultantly; for now, they said, the towp could be
taken and reduced to obedience without resistance.
But the duke answered with much displeasure:
“ Would you have me inflict further injury on those
whom God has already so greatly afflicted ?”” There-
upon he sent four hundred men to Basle, to assist
the citizens in clearing away the débris and rebuild-
ing the ruined houses. ¢If, when the town is re-
built, the authorities choose to dispute with me,” the
high-minded prince added, “let them do so, in
God’sname ! But at the present juncture I will do
the inhabitants no harm.” Would that such mercy
was always shown to those who are overtaken by mis-
fortune, and would that such faith were more common!
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Modesty.

A LABORER CONCEALS HAVING SAVED A CHILD
FROM DROWNING

Let no.man boast of his good deeds. A man at
work in a harbor saw a little boy fall into the water.
He instantly sprang in after him and got him out.
He then went on with his work, wet through as he
was, until ‘the dinner hour, when he went home to
change his clothes and take his midday meal. Both
in the street and in his own house he was beset with
questions as to how he got his clothes so wet, but he
invariably gave an evasive answer. Seyeral days
later, on returning from his work, he found awaiting
him at his home the boy whom he had rescued from
a watery grave, together with his parents. As soon
as he crossed the threshold the boy cried out: ¢ That
is the man who pulled me out of the water ! ” There-
upon his parents thanked him with tears for saving
their child’s life. On being asked why he had kept
his good deed secret, he answered in Our Lord’s words:
“ Let not thy left hand know what thy right hand
doeth.” That man is much to be commended for his
reticence ; for one who prides himself on his virtuous
actions or boasts of them, loses all merit in God’s
sight.

Continency.

THE SNow-wHITE DovEs

When a certain pious girl named Georgia was
dying, a great multitude of white doves were seen
hovering about her. When after her death her body
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was removed to the church, the doves perched on
that part of the roof immediately above the corpse,
and there they remained during the services. Great
" throngs came to see this wonderful thing, and all
were persuaded that God had sent His angels under
the appearance of white doves to honor her whom
they had all esteemed and reverenced on account of
her angelic purity.

Chastity.
THE VESTAL VIRGINS

In heathen Rome six virgins were appointed to
keep alive the so-called sacred fire burning on the
altar in the temple of Vesta. These virgins usually
came to the temple when about ten years of age ;
they remained there for thirty years, during which
time they were forbidden to marry. The Romans
held the belief that these virgins brought good for-
tune to the state, by obtaining for it the protection
of the gods. The Vestal Virgins were treated with
the greatest respect. Military honors were paid
them in public; and if a criminal, on his way to
execution, chanced to meet one of them, he was set
at liberty. The best places were given them at the
theaters, and other entertainments at which they
might be present. They were clad in white robes,
adorned with purple trimming. If one of these vir-
gins broke her vow of chastity, she was condemned
to be buried alive. Hence we see in what high
esteem the pagans held those who led a chaste life.



LESSON SEVENTEENTH
ON THE SACRAMENT OF PENANCE

Q. What is the Sacrament of Penance ?
A. Penance 18 a sacrament in which the sins com-
mitied after Baptism are forgiven.

MERCY FOR ALL

One night a woman, a social outcast and a great
sinner, was passing a church, and, seeing a throng
going in, she joined them. There was a vesper ser-
vice, and then a sermon on God’s goodness to sinners ;
and in the course of his remarks the preacher re-
peated often and with emphasis: “ With God there is
mercy and pardon even for the worst of sinners, if
they will only repent.” When the congregation had
dispersed the woman lingered, and presently ap-
proaching the priest, she said: * Father, will you
listen to the story of my life, and then tell me if
there be hope of pardon for me ?” He bade her enter
the confessional, and there the poor creature, the
vietim of another’s malice rather than her own,
poured out her confession, and her heartfelt sorrow.
As the night was bitterly cold, and a return to her
former abode out of the question, she was permitted
to stay overnight in the warm church, and there in
the morning, at the foot of the statue of Jesus, they

213
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found her dead body, with a smile of thankfulness
and peace on her poor worn features.

Q. How does the Sacrament of Penance remst sin,
and restore to the soul the friendship of God?

A. The Sacrament of Penance remits sin and re-
stores the friendship of God to the soul by means of
the absolution of the priest.

THE ANTS’ NEST

A traveler, finding on his way the root of an old tree,
struck it with his cane, and immediately hundreds
of frightened black insects came out and ran off.
The sound of the cane on the wood, though slight in
itself, doubtless was to them what thunder is to us,
and hence they fled in fear and confusion. The
devils dwell in the sinner’s soul as the ants in the
old root, and the words of absolution, though pro-
nounced in a whisper, sound to them as terrible as
the thunder of God’s voice, and hence they rush
forth in confusion, and down into the hell whence
they came.

Q. How do you know that the priest has the power
of absolving from the sins committed after Baptism?

A. I know thatthe priest has the power of absolving
JSrom the sins committed after Baptism, because Jesus
Christ granted that power to the priests of His Church
when He said: « Recetve ye the Holy Gthost. Whose sins
you shall forgive, they are forgiven them. Whose sing
you shall retain, they are retained.” .
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A PROTESTANT WHO QUOTED SCRIPTURE IN
CONFESBION

The priest has the faculty to forgive sins. The
Catholic priest says to the penitent in the confes-
sional: “I absolve thee from thy sins.” The Protes-
tant pastors, on the other hand, say to those who go
to them to make a general confession: * God has for-
given you your sins.” Now it happened that a Prot-
estant merchant, who was dangerously ill, sent for a
pastor with a view to obtain remission of sin. After
he had confessed himself to be a sinner in a general
way, the pastor said, employing the usual formula :
“God has forgiven you your sins.” But the sick man
was not content with this.  “I want you to forgive
my sins,” he insisted, * for we read in Holy Scripture,
*Whose sins you shall forgive, they are forgiven
them.’” The clergyman explained that he had not
the power to forgive sins. Then the sick man dis-
missed him, and sent for a Catholic priest, and asked
him whether he was authorized to give remission: of
sin. And when the priest replied in the affirmative,
he begged to be admitted into the Church, and made
a full confession of all his sins before he died.

Q. How do the priests of the Church exercise the
power of forgiving sins ?

A. The priests of the Church exercise the power of
Sorgiving sing by hearing the confession of sins, and
granting pardon for them as ministers of God and in
His name.
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FATHER AND SONS RECONCILED

Two boys while playing ball near their home broke
a valuable window. When their father returned and
saw what was done, he was so exceedingly angry that
the boys fled in dismay. They passed the day in
hiding, and as night came on, feeling that such es-
trangement between them and their father must be
removed, they returned and came before him, and,
humbly penitent, confessed their fault. Their father’s
face, however, did not yet relax. “Are you,” he
asked, “truly sorry?” ¢« We are truly sorry,” they
replied. “Will you promise to be more careful in
the future ?” «“ We promise.” ¢ Will you draw from
your bank on the mantel sufficient money to repair
the window ?” <« We will do that also.” ¢Then,”
said he, “ you are my dear boys once more.” The
Sacrament of Penance, far from being unnatural, fol-
lows the process of all reconciliations.

Q. What must we do to receive the Sacrament of
Penance worthily 2 '

A. To receive the Sacrament of Penance worthily
we must do five things: —

1st. We must examine our copscience.

IBYcUus’ CRANES

The voice of conscience cannot be stifled. The
following incident from the pages of antiquity tes-
tifies to the force of conscience. A celebrated poet
named Ibycus was on his way to the sports which
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were held on the Isthmus of Corinth, when, while he
was passing through a wood, two robbers stopped him,
robbed him, and in consequence of his determined self-
defense, knocked him on the head and killed him. At
the same moment a vast flock of cranes flew overhead
in a southerly direction ; Ibycus, with his last breath,
called upon those cranes to bear witness to his mur-
der and avenge his death. The two assassins then
went on their way to see the sports. During a the-
atrical performance which was given in the open air,
the crime committed by the two ruffians was brought
to light in a singular manner. This is how it came
to pass. The goddesses of vengeance (the Eumeni-
des or Furies) came upon the stage, and by their song
inspired all the audience with the fear of retributive
justice. At the moment when this impression was
fresh on the minds of all present, an immense flock
of cranes darkened the sky. The two criminals
looked at each other, and one of them exclaimed :
« Look, Timothy, there are Ibycus’ cranes!” These
words attracted the attention of the bystanders, for
it was already known that Ibycus had been murdered.
The two men were arrested and brought to justice.
The incautious murderer bitterly regretted having
been surprised into uttering aloud the reproaches of
his conscience ; but he could not recall his.words;
both he and his confederate were put to death. Here
we see the force of conscience.

2d. We must have sorrow for our sins.

We read of a certain holy man, that, in preparing
for the reception of the Sacrament of Penance, he
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was accustomed to make three stations or spiritual
visits ; one to hell, one to heaven, and one to Mount
Calvary. In the first, from a consideration of God’s
hatred of sin, and the awful punishments He inflicts
on it, he excited his sense of fear. Then by meditat-
ing on heaven, the reward of the sinless, he animated
his hope. Finally, at the foot of the cross on Cal-
vary he contemplated Christ’s infinite mercy, and
thus endeavored to conceive for his Saviour a deep
and lasting love.

3d. We must make a firm resolution never more ta
offend God.

THE. Do WISER THAN HIS MASTER

A certain man of evil habits was often accompanied
by his dog Phylax, when he resorted to disreputable
houses. A friend one day met him without the dog
and asked why that was. *¢Oh,” he replied, *the
last time I brought him where I am going to-night,
he received so many kicks and blows that nothing
could induce him to go there again.” « Then Phylax
is wiser than his master,” said the other, * who, so
often duped and wounded in his soul, returns to that
house again and again.” This is equally true of all
sinners who relapse into sin through lack of an effica-
tious resolution of amendment.

4th. We must confess our sins to the priest.

BisHOP CHEVERUS AND THE PROTESTANT

Such confidence was inspired by Monseigneur Cheve-
rus, first Bishop of Boston, that many refined Protes-
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tant ladies were accustomed to open their consciences
to him. One of them one day said that but for the
necessity of going to confession she would become a
Catholic. “No, no,” said the bishop, “you have no
such repugnance for confession as you imagine. You
have been practically coming to confession to me for
a long time. Confession is nothing but the revela-
tion of the troubles of conscience, and that you have
long been doing in order to receive my advice.”

5th. We must accept the penance which the priest
gives us.
A WAGER ABOUT CONFESSION

A party of boon companions were sitting at table
in a saloon. The conversation turned upon the
length of time since one and another had been to
confession. Presently one of them made a bet that
he would go to confession the very next morning.
The wager, a gallon of ale, was accepted. On the
morrow the friends repaired early to the church to
see if their comrade kept his word. He made his
appearance in due time, and entered the confessional.
On kneeling down, he said to the priest: “ Your
Reverence, I have not come to confess my sins, but
for the purpose of winning a bet. The matter at
stake is a gallon of beer that I want to gain. As
you perceive, my friends have come to see that I
have duly fulfilled my part.” The priest was ap-
palled at the man’s impiety; he solemnly warned
him not to make a joke of the sacraments, asking
him whether he was not afraid that God would chas-
tise him for his temerity, and bidding him remember
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that there was a just God who would not permit
iniquity. The man answered with the utmost effron-
tery : «“I care nothing about that.” The priest then
spoke to him of death, but he received the same an-
swer: “I care nothing about that.” He then re-
minded him of hell, and once more the same reply
was returned : “I care nothing about that.” Then
the priest spoke to him with great solemnity, saying :
«“ As you have done all that you had to do to win
your wager, now I will also fulfill my duty. It is of
course impossible for me to give you absolution, but
I can lay a penance upon you. In a whole month,
every morning and every night, you will repeat these
words : ¢ There is a just God, but I care nothing for
Him. I must die some day, but I care nothing about
that. There is a hell for the ungodly, but I care
nothing for it either.”” As soon as the man left the
confessional he told his friends everything that had
passed. They were agreed that he must certainly
perform his penance before he could be said to have
won his bet. He promised to do that also. Scarcely,
however, had he repeated the prescribed words for a
week, before his conscience began to awake;. he
began to think about God, about death, about hell.
The consequence was that by the time a fortnight
had passed, he went to confession in good faith, and
acknowledged his past transgressions with sincere
contrition. It need hardly be said that he did not
mention the wager again to his former companions.
If the exact performance of a penance is so profit-
able to one who approaches the Sacrament of Pen-
snce with no good intention, how much the more
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benefit will they derive from it who receive the
sacrament with proper dispositions.

Q. What 18 the examination of conscience £

A. The examination of conscience is an earnest
effort to recall to mind all the sins we have committed
since our last worthy confession.

AN UNNATURAL MOTHER

The following sad incident occurred in a town
in Hungary many years ago. A widow, who had
a little girl about six years old, married again.
The stepfather took a great dislike to this child,
who was always in his way. Now in order to please
her husband, the mother actually determined to get
rid of her little daughter. One day she put the
child into the cellar and locked the door. After two
days she went to the cellar to see if she was starved
to death, and called : “ Annie!” The child cried
out : “ Mother, give me a piece of bread!” The
diabolical mother hastily closed the door and went
away. The next day she again went to the door,
and called the child by name, and again she heard
the same piteous cry : ¢ Mother, a piece of bread.”
But the unnatural mother turned a deaf ear to this
entreaty ; she quickly closed the half-opened door
and hurried away. On the third day, as she went
down the steps to the cellar, she heard the unfortu-
nate child whimpering, and repeating in a faint voice
the words : « Mother, giveme a bit of bread.” From
this she knew that the girl was still alive, but she
was not moved to compassion. On the morrow the
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voice was no longer audible, and going down, the
barbarous woman found the child was dead. She
carried her upstairs and laid her out on a bed;
then she sent for the doctor, who after a hasty
examination, having found no external injuries, gave
a certificate of death. A great crowd of people,
amongst whom were many children, attended the
little girl’s funeral. Before the coffin was lowered
into the grave the priest, according to an old custom,
recited the Our Father. When he came to the
words, uttered slowly and distinctly : “ Give us this
day our daily bread,” a loud shriek was heard, and
the child’s mother, pale as ashes, fell fainting to the
ground. When she was restored to consciousness, it
was found that her reason was entirely gone : she
was a raving lunatic and had to be confined in the
lunatic asylum in Presburg. At the child’s funeral
the voice of conscience, long stifled, made itself
heard with irresistible force. How many sinners will
be awakened to a sense of guiltin the presence of death!

Q. How can we make a good examination of con-
sctence?

A. We can make a good examination of comscience
by calling to memory the commandments of God, the
precepts of the Church, the seven capital sins, and the
particular duties of our state in life, to find out
the sins we have committed.

THE Two MURDERERS AND THE CocCkK

Two men one night climbed up by a ladder into a
mill with the purpose of robbing the miller, an old
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man, who was sleeping there. He was known to
have money, and the robbers agreed to kill him if
he made any resistance. “No cock will crow after
him,” they said to each other, making use of a pro-
verbial expression signifying no one will grieve for
him. At midnight, when they had just murdered
the miller, a cock close by crowed so loudly that
they were both startled. As soon as they had got
all that they could lay hands upon, they made off.
The murder ¢reated a great sensation in the neigh-
borhood, but the criminals were not detected. About
a year afterward the perpetrators of the crime were
discovered. They both went to an adjacent town
to the annual market, with the intention of robbing
some of the well-to-do farmers. They took up their
quarters for the night in a tavern. Now it happened
that the room they occupied overlooked a fowl-
house, and ‘when the clock struck twelve (midnight)
a cock began to crow so vociferously that it woke
the two confederates. One said: *“I wish I could get
at that cock; I would wring the brute’s neck.” The
other answered: “Ever since we did for that old
miller, I cannot endure to hear a cock crow.” Now
the men were not aware that the landlord and
his wife slept in the next room to theirs. They,
too, had been awakened by the cock, and the partition
between the rooms being very thin, the host over-
heard every word the culprits uttered. He got
up early and gave information to the police ; the
men were arrested immediately, tried, and finally
executed. Here we see that the crowing of a cock
sufficed to awaken the conscience of an assassin.
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Q. What should we do before beginning our exams.
nation of consctence ?

A. Before beginning the examination of conscience
we should pray to God to give us light to know our sins
and grace to detest them.

THE DEVIL’S RESTITUTION

« What are you doing there ?” said St. Antoninus
to the evil spirit whom he saw hovering around a
penitent preparing for confession. “I am making
restitution.” ¢ Restitution,indeed !” ¢“Yes. When
I wanted to lead this man into sin, I took his shame
away from him ; now that it is a question of confes-
sion, I am restoring it to him.”



LESSON EIGHTEENTH
ON CONTRITION '

Q. What-is contrition, or sorrow for 8in?

A. Contrition, or sorrow for sin, t8 a hatred of sin
and a true grief of the soul for having offended God,
with a firm purpose of sinning no more.

I AM NO LONGER THE SAME

Those who desire to amend must make a steadfast
resolution to avoid all occasions of sin. Two young
men for some time led a dissolute life in each other’s
company. Later on one of them forsook his evil
ways, and for a long time the two saw nothing of
each other. When they chanced to meet again, the
one who was converted passed his former companion
by without taking any notice of him. The latter
accosted him, saying: “Do you not recognize me?
I am so-and-so.” “But I am no longer the man
you knew,” the other replied, *“for I have com-
pletely changed my manner of life.” Then he went
on his way, leaving the other to ponder over what
~he had said. Had he engaged in conversation with
him, he might perhaps have been led into sin
again. .

Q. What kind of sorrow should we have for our sins ?
A. The sorrow we should have for our sins should be
tnterior, supernatural, universal, and sovereign.
226
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THE THREE CHILDREN

A father had three children to whom he intrusted
the care of three little lambs. One day, as they were
asleep, wolves bore off the lambs. The.children were
inconsolable, but their grief differed in its motives.
“I weep,” said the eldest, “because father will pun-
ish me.” ¢« And I,” said the second, ¢ because besides
punishing me he will be deeply grieved.” I weep,”
said the youngest, * because father will be deeply
afflicted, and I would rather be punished all my life
than cause him pain.” The children illustrate the
grades of sorrow from servile fear to perfect con-
trition.

Q. What do you mean by saying that our sorrow
should be interior?

A. When I say that our sorrow should be interior, I
mean that it should come from the heart, and not merely
Jrom the lips.

A SMOTHERED CHILD

A peasant woman who was sadly addicted to drink,
once when intoxicated at night wrapped up her infant
the wrong way, so that its head was where its feet
ought to have been. When she awoke in the morn-
ing and took the baby up, it was dead; she had:
smothered it. In her despairing grief she tried to
take her own life, but her relatives prevented her.
She sought to find relief by going to confession, for
her repentance was sincere. Nor was she contented
with performing the penance enjoined on her by the
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priest ; she fasted rigorously two days every week, not
taking a morsel of food until the evening. This pen-
ance she continued for the space of forty-five years,
and in spite of the privation, attained the age of
eighty. Happy he to whom it is given to expiate
his sins in this life by voluntary penance; for on
the one hand he shortens his purgatory, on the other
he earns. for himself an eternal reward.

Q. What do you mean by saying that our sorrow
should be supernatural?

A. When I say that our sorrow should be super-
natural, I mean that it should be prompted by the
grace of Qod, and excited by motives which spring
Jrom faith, and not by merely natural motives.

THE Two CRIMINALS

Compunction is either natural or supernatural.
In a certain prison two criminals were confined
in the same cell. It was the first time that either
of them had incurred the penalty of the law, con-
sequently they felt their punishment deeply and
were greatly depressed, even to shedding tears.
“Alas!” one said, “how sadly I have disgraced
myself! How could I forget myself to such
an extent!” But he never thought of his offense
against almighty God. The other, however, was
grieved at having sinned against God. I am sorry,
O my God,” he said, “that I have transgressed Thy
commandment.” The first delinquent felt natural
contrition; he was only grieved at heart because of
having brought misfortune and disgrace on himself.
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Such contrition is valueless in God’s sight. The
second was sorry for his sin out of reverence to God;
he was grieved at having offended his sovereign Lord.
Contrition arising from this motive is supernatural,
and real, and has merit before God. Supernatural
repentance is however of two kinds; it may be per-
fect or imperfect. Thus sorrow for sin is either
natural, because of the disastrous consequences; or
supernatural, because of having displeased God.
Again, supernatural contrition is imperfect, if it
arises from fear of punishment; or perfect, when
it arises from love of God.

Q. What do you mean by saying that our sorrow
should be universal?

A. When I say that our sorrow should be universal,
I mean that we should be sorry for all our mortal sins
without exception.

ALL IpoLs BUT ONE DESTROYED

The resolution to amend must include all sins.
Chromatius, the proconsul of Rome in the reign of
the Emperor Diocletian, was at one time grievously
sick of a malady which was pronounced incurable.
Hearing of the miracles which St. Sebastian worked
in Rome at that time, he summoned the saint to his
presence, and promised that, if he would cure him,
he would embrace the Christian faith. Sebastian
said: « Thou shalt recover, but first thou must destroy
all the idols in thy house.” Chromatius promised
to do this. However, a few days later he sent again
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for the saint, and upbraided him, saying: ¢« Thou
didst promise that I should recover my health, yet
I grow worse day by day.” St. Sebastian replied :
« Thou hast assuredly not destroyed every one of thy
false gods.” The sick man acknowledged that he had
retained one idol, — one only, that was made of gold
and which he prized greatly. Sebastian told him
that if he desired to recover his health, he must part
with that idol also, even if he valued it above all his
other possessions. Chromatius did so, and was
cured of his disease. It is the same with the sinner.
So long as he is not earnestly resolved to give up his
cherished sin it will be of little use to renounce all
the others.

Q. What do you mean when you say that our sorrow
should be sovereign ?

A. When I say that our sorrow should be sovereign,
I mean that we should grieve more for having offended
God than for any other evil that can befall us.

A RAILROAD ACCIDENT NEAR PADERBORN

About Christmas time, 1901, a terrible railway
accident.occurred near Paderborn in Westphalia. A
horse got on the line and was cut to pieces by a
passenger train. The blood and mangled remains of
the animal blocked the rails and made them so
slippery that the engine could not proceed. Although
the driver and guard of the train were fully aware
that an express train was due in five miputes’ time,
in the excitement of the moment they forgot to make
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the necessary danger signals in order to stop it.
Thus it came to pass — there was a dense fog at the
time —that the express train crashed at full speed into
the passenger train. Through the force of the impact
the engine of the express train leaped over the last
coach of the train that was stationary and fell upon a
coach filled with passengers, breaking in theroof. The
carcaught fire, but it was impossible for the imprisoned
passengers to escape. At that juncture a Franciscan
monk, who himself had narrowly escaped death, with
wonderful presence of mind bethought himself of
affording spiritual help to the unfortunate travelers.
He climbed upon the wrecked car, calling to its ter-
rified occupants that a priest was there and would
give them the last absolution. Then at the risk of
his own life he recited a brief act of contrition and
pronounced the absolution before exerting himself to
the utmost jn order to extinguish the fire and extricate
the passengers from the débris of the demolished car.
He refused to tell his name, although repeatedly
asked to do so by those of his fellow-passengers whom
he was the means of rescuing. Would that all who
find themselves in danger of death —and none who
travel by railway can be assured against it — would
before all else think of their soul’s salvation!

Q. Why should we be sorry for our sins ?

A. We should be sorry for our sins, because sin 8
the greatest of evils and an offense against God our
Creator, Preserver, and Redeemer, and because it shuts
u8 out of heaven and condemns us to the eternal pains

of hell.
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THE REPRESENTATION OF THE “Ecce Homo”

The remembrance of Christ's passion awakens con-
trition. A certain priest had a picture of the « Ecce
Homo ” — the Redeemer wearing His crown of thorns
—hung on the wall of his room near the window, and
very often he stood and gazed at it. The people
who lived in the opposite house observed this,
and imagined that he was contemplating his own
image in a mirror. One day they took th= liberty
of asking him to let them look in his mirror. He
invited them into his room and showed them the
picture. When they saw it, they were greatly
ashamed of the mistake they had made. The priest
took the opportunity of giving them a salutary piece
of advice : “ He who contemplates the Divine Saviour
in His humiliation, and sees how He was chastised
for our iniquities, must not only feel compassion
with Him, but sorrow for the sins which caused
Him to suffer. He who experiences such sorrow
here will be admitted to behold the glorified counte-
nance of the Redeemer forever in heaven.”

Q. How many kinds of contrition are there?
A. There are two kinds of contrition : perfect con -
trition and tmperfect contrition.

Two DisoBEDIENT Boys

Contrition is either perfect or imperfect. A sick
man sent his two boys to the apothecary for some
medicine. On their way the lads fell in with a man
who was leading a dancing bear, and they ran after
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him, forgetting the errand on which they were sent.
Toward evening they remembered what their father
had told them, bought the medicine, and hastened
homeward. When they got near the house, one of
the boys began to cry, saying : “I am afraid togoin,
for I am sure father will flog me.” The other said:
“ We were very wrong to run off like that and dis-
please our good father.” The former of the two
boys resembles the sinner who is sorry for his sin
. because he foresees that he will be punished by God.
The latter is an example of a sinner who has perfect;
contrition, who is sorry for his sin because he has
thereby offended God. The repentance of the ono
arises from fear of God ; that of the other from love
of God.

Q. What is perfect contrition ?

A. Perfect contrition ts that which fills us with sor-
row and hatred for sin, because it offends God, who i3
tnfinitely good in Himself and worthy of all love.

THE FIRE AT A THEATER IN VIENNA

On the 8th of December, 1881, a fire broke out in
the Ring Theater in Vienna, which spread with
amazing rapidity. Every .one made for the doors.
Unfortunately the side doors, intended for escape in
case of fire, were locked, so that over four hundred
persons perished in the flames. A few more for-
tunate individuals made their way into a corridor;
amongst these was a girl who had not long left
school, and who remembered having while there
heard the catechist say that if they were in danger of
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death they should make an act of perfect contrition, .
Thereupon she repeated aloud an act of contrition;
after which, turning around, her hand came into con-
tact with the latch of a door behind her. The door
yielded to a slight pressure, and all who were in the
corridor gained access to a room from the windows
of which they could attract the attention of the peo-
ple in the street, and obtain rescue by means of a
fire-escape. With the exception of these favored
persons, very few of those who filled the theater at
the time the fire broke out were rescued from death.

Q. What 18 tmperfect contrition ?

A. Imperfect contrition 8 that by which we hate
“what offends God, because by it we lose heaven and
deserve hell; or because sin is 8o hateful in itself.

THE ACCIDENT ON THE RHINE NEAR BINGEN

In the spring of the year 1900 a pleasure party,
consisting of about thirty persons returning from an
excursion, were being conveyed across the Rhine in
a boat, when, just as they were halfway, they felt
themselves sinking. The boat had sprung a leak
and was beginning to fill with water. A priest who
was in the boat immediately called upon all the
passengers to make an act of contrifion and gave
them the absolution. Only three persons were res-
cued ; one of these was the priest in question. Such
dangers are very often permitted by God to recall
us to Himself, and rescue or disaster depends on
whether or not the desired effect was produced.
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Q. Is imperfect contrition sufficient for a worthy
confession?

A. Imperfect contrition ts sufficient for a worthy
confession, but we should endeavor to have perfect
contrition.

A CASE oF SUDDEN DEATH

It happened once that the father of a family broke
a blood vessel. A messenger was instantly dis-
patched to summon a priest, but the nearest place
where one was to be found was about four miles
distant. Meanwhilé the youngest child, who had
recently made his first communion, perceiving that
his father’s life was fast ebbing away, took a crucifix
down from the wall, and, holding it before the dying
man’s eyes, repeated aloud an act of perfect con-
trition. Tears filled the father’s eyes; he expired
before the priest arrived, but undoubtedly, on ac-
count of the real repentance he felt, he was safe for
all eternity.

Q. What do you mean by a firm purpose of sinning
no more?

A. By a firm purpose of sinning no more I mean
a fixed resolve not only to avoid all mortal sin, but also
it8 mear occasiqns.

A DISCHARGED PRISONER IN SEARCH OF
EMPLOYMENT

A young man in a house of business in Berlin had
been sentenced to three years’ imprisonment for em-
bezzling. When his term had expired, he went tg
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take leave of the prison chaplain. During this in-
terview he expressed the fear that he should not
be able to obtain employment. The chaplain spoke
encouragingly to him, and exhorted him always to
keep the commandments of God, and when seeking
a situation invariably to speak the truth. The
young man promised to follow this advice. He
went first of all to a large mercantile house and
asked if employment could be given him. He was
brought into the presence of the head of the busi-
ness, before whom he laid his testimonials — very
excellent ones. Then came the question he dreaded :
“Where were you during the last three years?”
The young man turned pale and answered: “I was
in prison.” The merchant inquired for what he had
been put into prison; the answer was: “ For embez-
zling my master’s property.” ¢ You venture to say
that,” the master said, “and at the same time to
apply for a situation?” The young man replied
that on his dismissal from prison he had promised
the chaplain always to speak the truth. Then the
merchant, who was prepossessed in favor of the young
man on account of his candor and his modest de-
meanor, asked him if he had also promised the
chaplain to be honest and honorable in future?
And when he replied in the affirmative, the master
said: « Since you have kept your first promise so
faithfully under very trying circumstances, I believe
that you will also keep the other.” He then took
him into his employ. Thus what hundreds of others
only obtain after weeks or months of tedious waiting,
this man found on the first application, on account
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of his truthfulness and sincerity, though he was at
such a great disadvantage. The young man, who
conducted himself in the most exemplary manner,
later on paid a visit to the prison chaplain, and
thanked him heartily for his good advice.

« Deceit will never succeed in the end;
Let uprightness therefore your steps attend.”

THE GorDIAN KNoT

The famous conqueror of so many lands, Alexander
the Great, came in one of his military expeditions to
Gordium, in Phrygia. There in a certain fortress
was the so-called Gordian knot, which no one could
untie. The oracle had foretold that whosoever could
unloose the knot would conquer the whole of Asia.
Alexander did not long bethink himself ; he drew his
sword and cut the knot asunder. The Christian
who desires to escape from the bondage of sin ought
to act in like manner. He must not hesitate and
vacillate to and fro, but must act with decision, and
break the bonds which hold him captive to sin.
Prompt action wins the fight.

Q. What do you mean by the near occasions of sin 2
A. By the near occasions of sin I'mean all the persons,
places, and things that may easily lead us into sin.

“Go AWAY, FATHER”

We ought to avoid the occasions of sin. A foreign
prince once came to Cleomenes, king of Sparta, and
endeavored to induce him to make a statement
which would have been injurious to his country.
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As Cleomenes would not consent to do this, the
stranger offered him an enormous bribe. There-
upon Cleomenes’ little eight-year-old daughter, who
happened to be present, exclaimed: ¢ Father, go
away, or this stranger will make you do what is
wrong.” The king immediately left the room and
refused to admit the prince any more to his presence.
Had he held further intercourse with him, he might
possibly have agreed to his proposal, for money
blinds the eyes of men. Therefore it is the duty of
every one to quit at once the occasion of sin.



LESSON NINETEENTH
ON CON!.'BSSION

Q. What 18 confession ?
A. Confession i8 the telling of our sins to a duly
authorized priest, for the purpose of obtaining for-

gJiveness.
St. JoHN NEPOMUCENE

The priest dare not, even under pain of death,
reveal what is said in the confessional. St. John
Nepomucene was the descendant of a Nepomucene
family ; he was ordained priest at Prague, where he
preached with great eloquence and success. He was
much liked by high and low, crowds flocked to listen
to his sermons, and he was appointed court preacher
to King Wenzel. The queen often went to hear
him, and was so pleased with him that she chose him
as her confessor. The king knew this, and on one
occasion, being desirous to learn something which
she had said in confession, he sent for St. John
Nepomucene, and questioned him about it. The
saint, however, would reveal nothing, despite the in-
sistence of the king, who promised him a bishopric
if he would tell him what he wished to know. Then
the king grew angry and had the saint put into
prison and cruelly tortured in various ways. Yet all
was of no avail; John would not open his lips.
When, in consequence of the queen’s entreaties, he
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was liberated from prison, he made a pilgrimage at
once to the miraculous picture of the Mother of God
at Alt-Bunzlau near Prague. ~ Thence he derived
strength to bear the fresh sufferings that awaited .
him on his return to Prague. Almost immediately
after his arrival the king again summoned him to
his presence and once more endeavored to induce
him to tell him what the queen had said in con-
fession, threatening that if he refused, he would have
him thrown into the river Moldau. But not a word
could he elicit from the saint. Thereupon the king
bade the soldiers to take him and cast him into the
Moldau that same evening. About nine o’clock at
night — it was one day in March, 1393 — the king’s
orders were executed. The saint’s feet were bound
with cords and forced up to his neck, so that he was
in the form of a wheel, and a wooden gag was placed
in his mouth, to prevent him from uttering cries for
help ; he was then conveyed to the bridge and thrown
into the river. (A tablet still marks the spot upon
the Karlsbriicke whence the saint was precipitated
into the Moldau.) Immediately five lights appeared,
shining like stars, upon the surface of the water
where the body of the saint was floating. It is on
account of this circumstance that the saint is often
represented with five stars around his head. The
king and his royal consort happened to be standing
by a window of the palace overlooking the river, and
they, too, remarked the five lights on the water. The
king at once divined their meaning ; conscience-
stricken and alarmed, he left Prague that same
night, fearing lest there should be an insurrection of
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the people; nor did he return until some time
had elapsed. The body of the saint was found by
fishermenr and interred with great pomp and cere-
-mony in the cathedral. His name alone was en-
graved on his tombstone. In the summer of the
same year there was a famine in Bohemia, caused by
prolonged drought. No rain fell for months, so that
the springs dried up, and one could cross the bed of
the Moldau without wetting one’s feet. The people
declared that this chastisement came upon them in
consequence of the king’s having cast St. John Ne-
pomucene into the river. The sepulcher of the saint
was much venerated, multitudes coming from far and
near, among them queens and emperors, to visit it ;
for many miraculous cures took place there, and the
fame of his sanctity was spread abroad. For this
reason petitions for his canonization were presented
to the Holy See. Before the process of his beatifica-
tion was commenced, the remains of the saint were
exhumed (in the year 1719) and a commission
appointed to inspect them, consisting of bishops,
priests, physicians, and professors of the university.
A party of artisans, masons, locksmiths, and others
were also present. When all had been sworn to speak
the truth, the grave was opened : nothing but bones
and ashes were discovered. The bones were care-
fully laid upon a table covered with a white linen
cloth ; likewise the skull, out of which, when the
ashes were shaken, something of a reddish color, ap-
parently a piece of flesh, to the astonishment of the
bystanders, fell on to the table. One of the physi-
cians took it into his hand, and after a minute



CONFESSION 241

examination, unhesitatingly pronounced it to be a
tongue, in perfect preservation. Now that more than
five hundred years have passed, that tongue is still
preserved in the cathedral of Prague, incorrupt to
this day, in a splendid reliquary in which twelve
hundred diamonds are set. It may be seen by all on
the feast of the saint, May 16th, and during the fol-
_lowing eight days, when it is exposed in the cathe-
dral for the veneration of the faithful. The remains
of the saint rest in the cathedral in a silver coffin
supported by four large angels of solid silver. Close
to the coffin are two silver altars at which Mass is
said in honor of the saint. The stranger visiting
Prague will do well to kneel awhile beside the tomb
of St. John Nepomucene. '

Q. What sins are we bound to confess?
A. We are bound to confess all our mortal smc, but
it 18 well also to confess our venial sins.

A CHILD STRICKEN AT THE ALTAR

A little girl received holy communion with her
companions. No one noticed anything strange about
her, but when she had returned to her seat, she sud-
denly fell to the floor. She was hastily removed
from the church, and means were taken to resuscitate
her, but she lay for a long time perfectly motionless.
The doctor came, but could not determine what the
trouble was. When Mass was over, the priest also
came to her; and when he spoke to her, she all at once
opened her eyes and said: *Father, I made a bad
communion this morning. When I went to confes-
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sion there was one great sin I was ashamed of and
neglected to tell.” When she had said these words,
the child turned over as though in great agony, and
breathed her last.

Q. Which are the chief qualities of a good co ifes-

ston ?

A. The chief quahtzes of a good confess'ton are three:

it must be humble, sincere, and entire.

IN THE CONFESSIONAL ALL ARE EQUAL

It is especially important that our confession be
humble. The Empress Constantia (consort of the
Emperor Henry VI of Germany), when in the neigh-
borhood of Palermo, sent for the saintly Abbot
Joachim to hear her confession. He found her seated
on a high throne, beside which was a low chair for
the priest. She expected to be allowed to make her
confession while thus seated. But the abbot said:
«If thou desirest to take the place of Magdalen, and
I am to act as Christ’s representative, thou must
come down from thy throne and kneel at my feet,
otherwise I shall take my departure at once.” The
empress did as he desired. The penitent is for the
time being nothing but a lowly sinner ; consequently
in the confessional all titles and distinctions are
dropped.

A CoNFESSOR WHO WoULD NoT Go To A BisHOP

Galera, prince-bishop of Brixen in the first half of
the nineteenth century, the author of some fifty sci-
entific works, and one of the best bishops Austria
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has ever had, was accustomed to go to confession
to an aged Capuchin monk. Once when Galera
was unwell —and perfect health cannot be expected
ina nonagenarian — he wished to make his confession
without leaving his house. So he sent a magnificent
equipage to the monastery, with the request that his
confessor would come to the episcopal palace, to hear
his lordship’s confession. The monk refused to enter
the carriage, saying that unless the penitent was
confined to his bed, it was his place to go to the con-
fessor. On this message being delivered to the
prince-bishop, he at once drove to the monastery,
apologized to the Capuchin and humbly made his
confession. In the confessional, as before the divine
tribunal, differences of rank are done away with.

THE FrRoG THAT BURST

Pride goes beforea fall. In days of old the follow-
ing fable was related. An ox was grazing near a pond
where there were a number of frogs. One frog,
when it saw the large animal, spoke thus boastingly
to his companions: “I can make myself as big as
yonder ox.” Thereupon he puffed himself out with
all hismight. The other frogs jeered at him because
he was scarcely any bigger for all his efforts. ¢ You
laugh at me,” the frog exclaimed, “ but I can make
myself ever so much bigger.” He puffed and blew
himself out till he burst. Those persons who in the
pride of their heart magnify themselves and want to
be taken for great people are like that frog, and wil]
surely be put to shame.
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Q. When 8 our confession humble?

A. Our confession t8 humble, when we accuse our-
selves of our sins, with a deep sense of shame and sorrow
Jor having offended God.

A RovAL Visit To THE HoUsE OoF CORRECTION

Frederic II, king of Prussia, went once upon a
time to the fortress of Spandau, and visited the
house of correction. He inquired of each convict,
severally, what was the crime for which he was under-
going punishment. One and all declared themselves
innocent of any misdeed whatsoever. There was but
one exception; he answered: “I did very wrong, your
Majesty. The punishment I am undergoing is not
half what I deserve.” *Then you have no business
here among all these innocent persons,” the king
rejoined. “Off with you at once!” The man was
forthwith set at liberty. See how candor and truth-
fulness are rewarded.

«“] SAY MY PRAYERS, FATHER”

Pride destroys the merit of good works. A pious
father was accustomed to read a portion of Holy
Scripture before retiring to rest at night. His three
sons, who were in the same room, meanwhile said
their night prayers. While doing so, two of them
were unable to keep awake. The third said to his
father: « Look, father, my two brothers have gone to
sleep, while I have been saying my prayers.” The
man replied : «“ My boy, it is better to go to sleep at
your prayers than to boast of keeping awake.” Good
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works on which one prides one’s self are worthless in
God’s sight.

THE PRoUD BOOTMAKER

Confession is hateful to the proud because it is a
humiliation. A bootmaker who had not been to con-
fession for a long time, once said to his parish priest,
when the latter urged him to approach the Sacrament
of Penance: I feel it inconsistent with my dignity
to say, as I must in confession, ‘I, a poor sinner.’”
The priest replied: “ You need not make use of those
words ; you may say in their place: ¢I, a proud boot-
maker.”” -

Q. When ts our confession sincere?

A. Our confession 18 sincere, when we tell our sins
honestly and truthfully, neither exaggerating nor ez-
cusing them.

WASHINGTON AND THE CHERRY TREE

When the famous President of the United States,
Washington, was only a boy, he hacked the bark of a
choice cherry tree, which his father prized very highly,
with a hatchet. He injured the tree so much that it
was useless. When his father saw the tree, he was
extremely angry and asked who had done the mischief.
All the members of his household said that they
knew nothing of it; last of all the boy was asked.
He answered: “ Father, I cannot tell a lie; it was I

who cut the tree.” His father was pleased at the



246 CONFESSION

more than a thousand cherry trees, and refrained from
punishing his son. He who frankly acknowledges
his fault will meet with lenient chastisement, or
sometimes escape punishment altogether.

Q. When is our confession entire ? .
A. Our confession is entire, when we tell the number
and kind of our sins and the circumstances which

change their nature.

THE PRIEST'S SERVANT

A priest is forbidden to make any use whatever of
information received by him in the confessional.
The servant of a priest went to confession‘to his
master, and among other things confessed that he
had stolen corn from the granary in the presbytery.
He expected that after hearing this, the priest would
lock the granary door; but no, the key was left as
before in the lock. The man was very much sur-
prised to find it so. One evening when he had been
drinking, on his return home he met his master, and
said: “I told you in confession that I stole your
corn, but you never took the key out of the barn
door.” “You will leave my service to-morrow,”
rejoined the priest. In the first instance thé priest
was bound by the seal of confession. In the second
the case was different ; there was no confession, so
the priest was justified in punishing his dishonest
servant. The priest is not bound to secrecy if any
one speaks out of the confessional of what he has
previously confessed, ‘
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Q. What should we do if we cannot remember the
number of our sins?

A. If we cannot remember the number of our sins,
we should tell the number as nearly as possible, and
say how often we may have sinned in a day, a week, or
a month, and how long the habit or practice has lasted.

THE Two PoOUCHES

If we were only a little more spiritual-minded, a
little more incléned to meditate occasionally on the
affairs of our soul, a little more given to the practice
of occasionally examining our consciences, we should
have little difficulty in remembering the number of
our sins. If we were asked to enumerate our vir-
tues and our good deeds, doubtless we would be able
to give an exact account. (Esop represents man as
going through life with two pouches suspended from
his neck, one in front, in which he keeps his own
virtues and his neighbor’s faults, and the other
behind, in which he hides his own faults and his
neighbor’s virtues. Give a hitch to the pouches
occasionally ; frequently settle your accounts with
God in the confessional, and be sure you will
find little difficulty in telling the number of your
sins.

Q. Is our confession worthy tf, without our fault,
we forget to confess a mortal sin 2

A. If without our fault we forget to confess a
mortal sin, our confession is worthy, and the sin 18 for-
given ; but it must be told in confession if it again comes -
to our mind.
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THE TEN LEPERS

One day, as Our Saviour was entering a certain
town, ten men who were lepers called to Him from
a neighboring field: ¢ Jesus, Master, have mercy on
us!” Doubtless there was much wanting in the
dispositions which accompanied their prayer: subse-
quent events proved this ; and yet, because they were
not to blame for their ignorance, Christ acceded to
their request. So, too, He cleanses us from the
leprosy of sin, even though through ‘o fault of ours
our confession be incomplete. And just as He cured
the lepers then and there, and yet bade them go show
themselves to the priest and offer sacrifice according
to the law of Moses, so also, though our forgotten
sins be forgiven, He wishes us to make them known
in the tribunal of penance, should they subsequently
recur to our mind.

Q. Is it a grievous offense wilfully to conceal a mor-
tal sin in confession ?

A. 1t is a grievous offense wilfully to conceal a mor-
tal sin in confession, because we thereby tell a lie to the
Holy Ghost, and make our confession worthless.

A CHAPLAIN’S SLEEPLEsSs NIGHT

The following incident occurred in France. Ina
princely castle situated on an eminence, a suite of
apartments was appropriated to the chaplain. One
evening he heard a loud knock at the outer door,
and, on opening it, he saw a man who said he wished
to go to confession, as he had an important communi-
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cation to make to the chaplain. The latter brought
him into his room, and prepared to hear his confes- -
sion. Then the man told him that a plot had been
formed to blow up the castle with dynamite that
very night at one o’clock, and he had been selected
to execute the fatal design. The priest used every
argument he could think of to prevail upon him to
relinquish the execution of this project, but all in
vain ; the man would not be deterred from the ac-
complishment of his promise. In consequence of this
the priest refused to give him absolution, and he left
the castle. Who can conceive the agony of appre-
hension in which the priest passed that night. It
need hardly be said that he remained in the castle :
in fact, he went to bed as usual, and prepared him-
self for death. He heard the hours go by, eleven,
twelve, — at last one o’clock struck. Every moment
he expected the dreaded catastrophe; how slowly
the minutes crept by ! At length the clock chimed
a quarter past, then half past, finally two struck ;
the fateful hour had gone by. The priest felt re-
lieved ; he thought perhaps, after all, his persuasions
had taken effect, and the man had abandoned his
criminal design. At daybreak a knock was again
heard at the door of the priest’s apartments. Look-
ing out of the window to see who was there, he
perceived the same man who had come to him on the
preceding evening, and who asked again to be ad-
mitted. This man then said: «“I wanted to convince
myself that the seal of confession was strictly observed
by priests, and I took this means of ascertaining the
fact. All night long I stood outside your door,
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watching to see whether, after what I told you, you
* would hasten away from the castle. As you re-
mained here quietly, I no longer doubt the reality
of the secrecy observed in the confessional. Until
I had assured myself of this, I was afraid to go to
confession, as I am a great sinner ; but now I will
make a clean breast of all my misdeeds.” The seal
of confession takes away the last exouse of the
sinner in the sight of God.

Q. What must he do who has wilfully concealed a
mortal 8in tn confession ?

A. He who has wilfully concealed a mortal sin in
confession must not only confess it, but must also re-
peat all the sins he has committed since his last worthy
confession.

StT. ANGELA oF FoLiGNA

Angela of Folignahad in her youth the misfortune to
conceal some mortal sins in confession. Fear andshame
long closed herlips, but one day she fervently invoked
her favorite saint, St. Francis of Assisi. St. Francis
instantly appeared to her, and directed her as to what
she was to do. Next morning she followed his ad-
vice, made a general confession, and so repaired the
past. Forthwith a great peace and intense joy filled
her heart, and from that moment she advanced rapidly
in virtue all, through God’s mercy, she died in the
odor of sanctity. Open confession, they say, is good
for the soul; and it is incomparably better not to
confess at all than to confess sacrilegiously.
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Q. Why does the priest give us a penance after con-
fession 2 '

A. The priest gives us a penance after confession,
that we may satisfy God for the temporal punishment
due to our sins.

THE REVOCATION OF SLANDER

It belongs to satisfaction to make reparation for
any injury that has been done. In a village in Austria
there lived some fifty years ago a pious widow, who
gained a scanty living by needlework for herself and
a child five years old. All at once no one gave her
any more work ; what was more, she found that people
avoided her. She could not imagine the reason of this;
soon she found herself in sore straits. The little money
she had put by did not last long. She and her child
were reduced to beggary. Every one held aloof from
her. If she went to any house to ask for assistance,
she was not admitted over the threshold ; if she
attempted to kiss the hand of a benefactress, the
hand was hastily withdrawn as if a serpent had stung
it. Once when she expressed to an acquaintance her
astonishment at this treatment she everywhere met
with, the person she spoke to answered curtly that
she must.-know best what the contagious disease was
she suffered from. This speech enlightened the poor
woman as to the reason of the mysterious conduct
of her neighbors ; she felt more depressed than ever.
In her distress and destitution she could only pray
earnestly for the divine assistance. About that time
the Jubilee was proclaimed, and the parishioners were
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called upon to approach the sacraments in order to
obtain the indulgence. The confessionals were sur-
rounded with penitents in consequence. One Sunday
after Mass, as the congregation were leaving the
church, the churchwarden stepped up to the poor
widow who was so sorely tried, and said to her:
“ My good woman, you have been grievously wronged.
Go to the notice board and look for yourself.” She
went as he told her, and on the board whereon gener-
ally only public notices and announcements relating
to local matters were nailed up, she found the follow-
ing letter : « I, the undersigned, hereby declare before
the whole parish that, actuated by an abominable
envy of one of my own calling, I calumniated the
poor widow N., and spread abroad the false report
that she was suffering from an infectious malady
which she concealed. I revoke that statement, and
humbly beg pardon of her and of all my fellow-parish-
ioners. Anna Geuzl, seamstress.” When the widow
got home she found on her table a letter from the
same Anna Geuzl, containing the sum of fifty gulden
as damages. The poor widow at once repaired to the
lodging of her rival, intending to return the money,
but the woman had already left, and no one knew
whither she had gone. Meanwhile the revocation of
the slander remained on the notice board for all to
read, and it had the desired effect of reinstating the
widow in the good opinion of her neighbors. Here
is seen the beneficial result of confession ; but for
the grace of the sacrament one could hardly imagine
that the seamstress would have made such ample rep
aration for her fault.

4 =
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Q. Does not the Sacrament of Penance remit all
punishment due to sin 2

A. The Sacrament of Penance remits the eternal
punishment due to sin, but it does not always remit the
temporal punishment which God requires as satisfac-
tion for our sins.

THE BARON TURNED TRAPPIST

We should endeavor to atone for sin during our
lifetime. At the time of the Napoleonic wars, Baron
von Geramb was arrested by the French in conse-
quence of his attachment to the Austrian Imperial
House, and taken as a prisoner to Vincennes, where
he languished for a long period in close confinement.
He was liberated in 1813, when Napoleon’s power
was overthrown. What did he then do? Instead of
making the most of his recovered freedom, he entered
the severe order of La Trappe. During his imprison-
ment he had had leisure and opportunity to meditate
seriously upon the transitory nature of all earthly
pleasures and possessions and to bewail the sins of
his early years. He had, he said, learned more in
solitude behind the iron door, than any amount of
books could have taught him, and now desired to sat-
isfy the divine justice for his past transgressions by
the perpetual silence, the manual labor, the many
hardships and privations of the life of a Trappist
monk. He who makes satisfaction for