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ADVERTISEMENT.

Tue following portion of the History is published
separately, 1. Because it was ready a considerable
time before the remainder of the volume could be
prepared ; and, 2. Because it completes an im-
portant division of the work.—In fact, as the
title-page indicates, the part now published
accomplishes three objects : it brings down the
history of the Lutheran church to the Peace
of Religion, A.D. 1555—as far as it is proposed
at present to carry it; gives the remainder of
Melancthon’s story, including a review of some
of his principal works, to his death, A. D. 1560 ;
and relates the most interesting among the
proceedings of the Council of Trent during the
whole of its progress, from its opening, A. D.



ADVERTISEMENT.

1545, to its dissolution, A. D. 1563.—The re-
mainder of the volume is intended to be employed
on the Swiss Reformation.

With the next part that is published, an Index
to the second volume will be given, and new
Title-Pages for both the volumes.

Octaber, 1827,
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CHAPTER X.

FROM THE COMMENCEMENT OF THE SMALKALDIC
WAR TO THE ESTABLISHMENT OF THE INTERIM.

It belongs not to this work to detail the events
of the Smalkaldic war. The reader must be

A. D.
1546.

referred for them to those authors who have smakauic
written the secular history of the times.! A War

few of the leading features of these transactions
are all that must here be noticed.

It will easily be conceived how melancholy
an impression would be made upon all peace-
able and pious minds by the last recorded
event of tl[:,e preceding volume, when the diet
of Ratisbon broke uf, and both parties openly
frepared for war2 It is interesting to be al-
owed to contemplate that impression, softened
and alleviated by a devout resignation, as it is
exhibited in the following letter of Melancthon
:%zxis friend Camerarius, dated only four days

r. e

“1 thank you for repeatedly endeavouring
to abate my sadness by your letters; particu-
lnr? because I see, that, in doing this,. you
endeavour to rise above your own distress,
means of the consolations which God has
provided for us. I must confess, that, under
our common calamity, the thought of your

' Robertsod, books viii and ix. vol. iii. 325—369, 386—
427, * Vol. i. 427.
VOL. 1I. B

July 24.

Letter of
Melancthon.
July 28.




2 FROM THE COMM!NCEMiiNT OF THER

cHAP: affliction often increases my own: but, I
X._ entreat you, continue to support yourself with
these consolations. Soothe your mind also in
the society of your excellent wife and your
sweet children.—Ah, but you will say, when I
look upon them it does but aggravate my
anxiety.—True, it must do so sometimes. Yet

- consider, that God makes the families of his
servants the objects of his care, even amid the
ruin of empires.—The present is not the first
commencement of my painful feelings, or of my
conviction that we should have to suffer op-
Eression. Long since, as you well know, I

ave been deetply affected by observing, not
only the futy of our enemies, but the vices and
sins of our own people.! Though therefore
my feelings are more acute in this crisis of the
mity, yet, as in the case of diseases of long
continuance, I have become in some degree
prepared for it: and, while I revolve with
myself all that is urged concerning the causes
of the war, the characters and views of the
leaders, the &mbable conduct of the military
enterprises, their issue, and what may be the
event of the whole, I rest in the sentence
of Gamaliel, If this counsel, or this work be
of men, it will come to naught; but, if it be
of God, ye cannot overthrow it : and with ear-
nest sighs and prayers I seek a salutary issue
for the church of —With my own private
dnn%'er I am not much affected. Should I lose
my life, and thus afford some little triumph to
them that rejoice in iniquity, (whose number,

—

1 Compare Epist. iv. 648, (written in 1544,) where he
adopts the words of Periclés, ‘I am more alarmed at our
own corruptions, than at the machinations of our enemies ;”
yet expresses his confidence that God would preserve the
church in which his true gospel was proclaimed.



SMALKALDIC WAR TO THE INTERIM.
alas ! is t on every side,) their triumphing
will be short. In such circumstances, conscious
uprightness is a great su) ~—~Some, I trust,
have been enlightened by means of our in-
structions—which would .have been .more un-
exceptionable, but for the confusions of the
times.—I have thus written briefly.to you, to
relieve your anxiety.for .me.. . Events, we may
be assured, will be different from what either
one party or:the other anticipates.” !

Melancthon had, no doubt, numbers through-
out reformed Germany to .sympathise with
him in these pious sentiments, .and in his
sighs and prayers for the church—which, as.his
pumerous epistles testify, he was .never weary
of offering: and such .persons were the true
“ chariots and horsemen”? of their Israel,
who did .more for the cause .in which they
were embarked, than the of the eleetor
and the landgrave eould effect ; and, when
the latter were defeated and dispersed, they
still availed -to bring about happy events,
“ different from what had been anticipated by
either party.”

The actual commencement of hostilities on
the part of the emperor was an event calculated
to try the principle and steadiness of all pro-

protestants : and accordingly, while it
displayed the firmness of the elector of Saxony
and many principal members of the league,
it detected the weakness of some, and the
wickedness of others, who still avowed attach-
ment to the protestant cause. The emperor's
protestations, that he made not .war on
account of religion, but only to put down
insubordination and to punish rebellion, im-

1 Mel. Bpist. iv. 708. 2 2 Kings ii. 12.
B 2

1546,

Parties in
the War.
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FROM THE COMMENCEMENT OF THE

posed upon some, and furnished to others,
who ought, upon every principle of honour
and religion, to have appeared on the other
side, a pretext for attaching themselves to him.
Among those who weakly took part with the.
emperor we may reckon John of Brandenburg,!
Eric of Brunswick, and George of Mecklen-
burg. Ulric of Wirtemberg and the ecity
of Frankfort were also, at an early period, so
far overawed as to join them ; while Joachim
elector of Brandenburg, and Frederic elector
Palatine professed to stand neuter ; and Maurice
of Saxony, having, with deliberate and too suc-
cessful villainy, formed the plan of possessing
himself, by means of these troubles, of the do-
minions and dignities of the elector, avowed his
reliance on the emperor's word for the safety
of religion, and secretly entered into a treaty
with him to support him in the contest? In
the Archbishop of Cologne, an aged ecclesias-
tic, who, though a sincere protestant, had never
joined the league, and was now also under
sentence of deposition for his religion, the
observance of neutrality, in obedience to the
emperor’s command, might well be excused.—
On the other part, besides the elector of Saxony
and the landgtave of Hesse, with the brother
and the eldest son of the former; Philip duke
of Brunswick Calenberg and his four sons,
Francis duke of Lunenberg, Wolfgang prince
of Anhalt, Christopher count Henneberg,? and
Albert count Mansfeld openly ranged them-
selves# The city of Strasburg also did itself
immortal honour by the part it acted, both at
the commencement of the war, and after its

' Vol. i, 261. * Robertson, iii. 353, 354. 3 Vol. . 385.
¢ Sleidan, 375, 376, 384, 385, 395, 412—414.



SMALKALDIC WAR TO THE INTERIM.

conclusion.! To it, in common with the other
free cities in the protestant interest, the em-
petor addressed an insidious letter, professing
to separate their cause from that of the princes
of the same persuasion ; representing that there
existed-a conspiracy against their liberties and
those of Germany; and.exhorting them to
join him in putting down those traitorous
persons; who were their common enemies.

The senate replied, in dutiful but decided

terms, advocating the cause of the reformation,
asserting the fidelity of the princes, (of which
the emperor, they said, had had large experience
in the wars against the Turks,) and insisting
that.he had.been taught to think injuriously
of them by the pope and his adherents—the
real ‘authors of the present counsels; and

imploring him to pause and reflect before he °

involved Germany in all the horrors of civil
war.2.
After all the artifice practised and the secret
ions. made by the emperor, the zeal
of the protestants, when they saw war to be
inevitable, anticipated him. They were first
ready, and in great force,® to take the field:
and, had it not been for the hesitation with
which men, and especially conscientious men,
strike the first blo¥ in a civil war, it seems not
improbable that they might have stormed his
camp at Ingoldstadt, and dispersed his half-
collected army at the very outset.* Before this
also Schertel, a soldier of fortune, and an an-
cestor of the historian Seckendorf, at the head

1 It is surprising that Dr. Robertson (jii. 363.) should
mention Strasburg as a city which yielded a prompt and
weak submission.

* Sleid. 376, 378—380. .

3 70,000 foot, and 15,000 horse. 4 Thuanus, i. 154.

Conduct of
the War.

August,
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of somé troops raised by the cig of Augsburg,
had the prospect of cutting off, at Inspruck,
the pope’s forces on their way to join the
emperor : but he was timidly or injudiciously

recalled by the elector and the landgrave.
These were only imens of the manner in
which the whole of the war was misconducted,
in measure in consequence of that divided
and coordinate authority vested in two chiefs,
and those of such different characters, which
has ever been found fatal to military operations.
The great object pursued by the emperor was,
to decline a battle, and, wearying out the
patience of the confederates, to induce them
to separaté ;T when his vie over each in
succession would be sure. And in this design
he eventually succeeded by the aid of Maurice

" of Saxony.

Invasion of
Saxony by
Maurice,

When the elector quitted his own country
to join the confederates, he committed his
dominions to the protection of that prince,—
his next neighbour and his tear relative, who
had received great obligations from bim, and
professed, in common with himself, a zeal for
the protestant faith : and Mauri¢e, who had
concealed his engagements to the empetor,
with an insidious appearance of friendship,
undertook the charge. NG sooner, however,
had the emperor informally and illegally put
the elector and the landgrave to the bam of the
empire? than he sent Maurice a copy of his

1« They will soon be in difficulties,” said he, “ for want
of two things, money and counsel.” Joac. Camerar. in
Freher’s Germ. Rev. Script. iii. 408.

¢ It was an express article of the capitulation which
Charles had ratified before he was admitted to the imperial
dignity, that ¢ he should put no one to the ban of the
empire, who had not been 'Previonsly condemned by the
diet or the imperial chamber.” Coxe, House of Austria, i.
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decree, and required him, on pain of incurrin
similar alties, to seize, agsmretain in hi%
hands, forfeited estates of the elector; and
Maurice, with whom it is probable the whole
matter had been previously concerted, did not
scruple, after some formalities observed to
make a decent shew of reluctance, to march
into his kinsman’s territories, and, with aid
received from Ferdinand king of the Romans,
to attack and defeat his troops, and to take
all things under his own administration.

This diversion had the desired effect. The
elector indignant at such treachery, and afflicted
at the accounts which he received of the
sufferings endured by his subjects from licen-
tious Hungarian soldiers, accustomed to the
merciless modes of warfare practised against
the Turks, became impatient to return home ;
and, in coueg:me, about the end of the year,
the army of the confederates divided, and the
greater returned into their own countries
under their respective leaders. The elector
indeed succeeded in immediately rescuing his
territories from the invaders, and in stripping
Maurice for a time of nearly all his own
dominions : but the separation of the army
was the ruin of the cause. The emperor
availed himself to the utmost of the advantage
given him, and, with the exception of the
elector and tbe landgrave, almost all the
protestant princes and states were compelled
to sabmit, to implore n in the most
humiliating manner, and to pay heavy fines
for the part they had taken. ey were not
allowed to make any stipulation with regard to

453, 4t0. Yet he now took upon him to do it by his own
proclamation alone. Robertson, iii. 339, 340. )

Novembe'r.

1547.
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their religion: indeed the subject was not per-

_— _ mitted to be mentioned—in order to keep up

Defeat and
capture of
the Elector.

April 24,

the emperor’s pretence, that the war, on his
part, bad no religious object.!

On this painful occasion Melancthon writes
to Cruciger, February 13, 15647: “ At a time
when our leaders had one of the most glorious

-causes.that the history of the world presents,

and when the eyes of all Europe were fixed
upon them, how lamentably have they disgraced
themselves! But b esc examples God
admonishes us to look for heavenly succour.
In the confidence of obtaining it, let us bear
our calamities with patience.”? 4

Various circumstances for a time restrained
the emperor from marching into Saxony, but
in the following spring these obstacles were
removed, and on the 24th of April he engaged
the elector at Muhlberg on the Elbe, defeated
and took him prisoner, and, in effect, terminated
the war. Wittemberg indeed, then esteemed one
of the strongest places in. Germany, animated
by the exhortations of the electress,—*“ a woman
no less distinguished by her abilities than her
virtues,”—still held out, and Charles was not
in a condition to make himself master of it.
This appears® to have suggested to him the
barbarous measure, intended to work upon the
feelinigs of the clector’s family, of bringing that
justly venerated prince to a mock trial, before

1 Sleid. 412—419, 434, 436. 2 Mel. Ep. iii. 80,

3 Such is the account adopted by Robertson from
Thnanus, and perhaps some other authorities, and it fur-
nishes the most probable explanation of the emperor’s
outrageous conduct in this particular. No such reason,
however, for the proceeding is noticed by Sleidan, (427—
429.) F. Paul, &c.—It is implied in Struvius's account.
Corpus Hist. Germ. p. 1087, edit. Buder.
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a court martial composed of Spanish and
Ialian officers, with the ' unrelenting duke
of Alva at their head; who, simply. on the
ground of the emperor’s invalid decree, which
imed him a.rebel and. traitor, sentenced

im to death. The unexpected personal danger

of her beloved censort so subdued the spirit
of the electress and her family, that she imme-
diately conjured him, by letters and messengers,
to scruple no concession. for his own preserva-
tion, and the relief of their anguish. on his
account : and.the elector, who had been
unmoved by his own danger, was induced by
regard to the feelings of his family to agree
to terms of accommodation, to which he would
not otherwise have listened. He consented to
resign absolutely into the emperor’s hands the
electoral dignity, and to put him in possession
of Wittemberg and such other parts of his
dominions as were.yet unsubdued ; and, in
return, Charles engaged to spare his life, and
to settle on him and his family the city of
Gotha,! and the small territory attached to it,
with an annual pension of fifty thousand
florins, to be paid out of the revenues of the

b

- A.Dh
1547.

May 10.

electorate. He. himself was. to remain a .

perpetual prisoner.
Maurice, as the reward of his iniquity, was

immediately put in possession of the electoral
dominions, and some time after solemnly in-
vested with the electoral dignity—which has
ever since continued in the family of his
brother, he himself having left no male issue.
Thus are the wicked often permitted here to
practise and prosper, and the righteous sub-

1 To this place the elector’s eldest son had escaped,

wounded, from the field of battle at Mublberg. Thuan.
i. 141.

ment of
Maurice
to the
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jected to oppression : but we shall see that the
good elector, even in bonds, was an object
of veneration, and might justly have been
considered as an object of envy, in comparison
with either his heartless conqueror or his
unprincipled relative,—for both of whom
chastisement was preparing—and for the for-
mer from no other hands than those of the
man whom he was thus cherishing and exalting,
to the ultimate subversion of all his own
designs. _

One thing deserves to be recorded to the
emperor’s honour on his taking possession of
Wittemberg. The Spaniards, with Alva, as it
would appear, and Granvelle, bishop of Arras,
the emperor’s minister, at their head, solicited
him to destroy Luther's monument, and to dig
up his bones: but Charles replied, “I have
nothing more to do with Luther: he is gone
to emotgher judge, whose province we must not
invade. I wage war, not with the dead,
but lwith those who still bear arms against
u,:’

The landgrave alone now remained in arms ;
and he was shortly after drawn, we might say
trepanned, into submission. The. emperor
required him to surrender conditions to
be dictated absolutely to him ; and he was
at length prevailed on, contrary to his own

! Juncker, in Jortin’s Erasmus, i. 126. 4to. Illesca in his
« Historia Pontifical y Catolica” (ii. 628, Madrid 1652,)
attests, that ¢ many persons in authority,” and among them
his confessor P. Soto, urged the emperor at this time * not
to be led away by his wonted clemency,” but * rigorously
to use the advantages of victory, as e most likely way of
settling the affairs of religion:” and the historian adds,
“ I have heard competent persons give it as their opinion,
that he would not have had cause to regret it, if he had
followed their counsels.”
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sentiments, to do it, having the guarantee A.D.
of Maurice and the elector of Brandenburg for _'*"
his personal liberty. In this, however, they,
as well as the landgrave himself, were deee:ved
After the most abasing submissions in the June19.
emperor’s presence, which were received with
nnmg and msultmg neglect he was suf-

fered to retire, berty, and was
entertained by the duk e of Alva but, when
after su he rose to d the duke made

known orders he received to detain
him; and no intercessions, no representations
whatever, could induee the emperor to release
him, till after a lapse of five years he was
eompelled to do it by the reverse in his own

Frdm these agitating, these irritating scenes, Conduct of
we turn to what is of a very different chamcta i captiviey.
:ll;i much more maceord@'ﬁ‘e’mttglourde

meekly magnanimous, the sublimel g
ian conduct of A%eal;:eh elector, John ene,
in ivity. ors agree in bestowing
this high praise upon him ; but I shall chiefly
folow Thuanus, who, being a Roman catholic,
(though an ennnmtly fair and candid one,)
will be less suspeeted of partialify than protestant
!mters might be.

“ The elector,” says this excellent suthor, His con-
“ was agreatman,md,even by theieshmony muﬁ

of his enemies, equal in courtesy,
prudence, and invincible fortitude, to the most
distinguished princes. In the judgment of all
men, he rose su?em to his adverse fortune by
the constan his mind.”}

§h irresolute in council, he was bold
in actxon 2 Accordingly his conduct at Muhl-

1 Thuan. i. 142. * He obtamed the glory of a Fiberality
truly royal.” Ib. 456. £ Robertson.
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berg, from the time that an engagement had
become unavoidable, is highly commended.
When, after discharging the duties of a brave
commander, wounded in the face, exhausted
with fatigue, and nearly deserted by his. fol-
Jowers, he surrendered himself a prisoner, he
was conducted immediately to the emperor.
On approaching him, the elector took off his
glove, and was-about to alight from his horse
that he might take the hand of the congueror,
as was the custom in such cases: but Charles
spurned his approach. ¢ I yield myself your
prisoner, most gracious emperor,” said John
Frederic, “ and hope”—thc ‘emperor inter-
rupted him: “ And. am I now then your
emperor ?  Charles of Ghent was all you could.

+lately call me.” The elector, unmoved, re-
. sumed—* I hope to be treated according to

my rank.” “ You shall be treated according
to your desert "—was all the reply the emperor
vouchsafed him, instantly turning his back
upon him.—Ferdinand openly reproached him,’
using expressions still more ungenerous and in-
sulting. The elector returned no answer, but,
with an unaltered countenance, accompanied
the soldiers appointed to guard him.! .
Duke Ernest of Brunswick was made prisoner
with. the elector, and they were comveyed
together in the same chariot, being .led as it
were in triumph after the emperor in his further
pro%ress through Saxony. Such an exhibition
of the fallen elector was extremely afflicting to
his subjects, who both. honoured and loved

1 Thuanus, i. 141. Robertson, iii. 405-6, Both these
authots make the elector speak of ¢ the fortune of war”
having rendered him a prisoner. The simpler expression of
Sleidan, (427,) which I have used, is mere proper, and more
consonant to the speaker. ,
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him. Melancthon thus pathetically notices his

still accompanying the emperor wherever he —

went, in the same manner, nearly a year and a
balf afterwards : “ A criminal judge precedes
the army of the emperor, who is accompanied
by the captives; and among them by our captive
prince. O sad le! It often reminds me
of the words, He was numbered with the trans-
gressors.” '—* This indignity, however, was so
far from subduing the elector’s spirit, that it
did not even ruffle the wonted tranquillity and
composure of his mind.” 2 '

is ‘'was strikingly illustrated when they
arrived at ‘f'orgau, on their way from Muhlbe
to Wittemberg. This town was adorned wi
one of the finest and most beautifully situated
castles in Germany, which had been a hunting
seat of the electors of Saxony. ¢ Here,” said
the elector to the Spanish officer who guarded
him, “ Here is something to gratify Maurice,
if his mind is at ease to enjoy it.” His com-
panion, Ernest, expressing surprise, and 'a de-

gree of chagrin, that he should speak in this

manner of his own losses, he replied, ¢ Wh

should I disquiet myself about things of this
nature, which even while we retain them can
hardly be called our own¢” When Ernest
answered only by a deep sigh, he turned to
him, and said in a lower tone, “I would gladi

instil into your mind the same sentiments whic

I cherish in my own, and which are well suited
to calm our passions—to subdue our regrets,
and resentments, and desires of revenge. When
any one is unable to preserve his external goods
against a more powerful assailant, he may still
fortify his mind by lessons of wisdom, and thus

!t Mel. Epist. ii. 524. Compare Sleidan, 472-3.
¢ Robertson..
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CHAP.  ride above his calamities, and even in captivity
~———— come off more ‘than conqueror over his vic-

torious foe.”!

When the sentence of death, passed upon
him by the emperor’s ‘iniquitous court martial,
was made known to him, he was amusing
himself by playing at chess with his fellow-
captive. He paused for a moment, and without
discovering any symptom of surprise or terror,
he observed, ¢ So then, if Wittemberg does
not surrender, I must die—for I see what is
aimed at. Well, this does :not dismay me. I
wish it ‘may no:.more affect my wife, and chil-
dren, and friends, .and that-they may not, for
the sake of adding a few days to a life already
too long, renounce honours and possessions to
which they were born.” He added, “ I do not,
however, prohibit their yielding something for
the satisfaction of .their own feelings : but let
them not, in ‘their solicitude for me, forget
themselves.” ‘“He then turned to his an-
tagonist, whom he challenged to continue the
game. He played with his usual attention and
ingenuity ; and, having beaten Ernest, expressed
all the satisfaction whieh is usually felt on
gaining such victories. After this, he withdrew
to his own apartment, that he might employ
the.rest of his time in such religious exercises
as were proper in his situation.™?

Such self-possession, such more than phi-
losophic calmness, produced by the purest
principles of religion, it is delightful and
edifying to contemplate. It presents to us a
high example, and shews us how much even
sincere Christians commonly rest short of
what the truths they have received, being

1 Thuan. i. 141-2. ¢t Ib. 142-3. Rob. iii. 409, 410.
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faithfully and fully applied, might enable them
to attain.

We have next to notice the deposed elector’s

16

A.D.
1547.

His firm

invincible adherence to-his religious principles 3dherence

under all circumstances.

ligious
When the terms were proposed to him.on Principes

which his life should be spared, .and some

ment made for the benefit of his family,
one of the articles prescribed was, that he should
approve whatever the emperor, or the council

Trent, should determine in matters of re-
ligion. But, while he consented to resign all
his earthly dignities and possessions, he pe-
remptorily rejected this article ; nor could even
the fear of immediate death induce him to
listen to it : so that the haughty emperor was
obliged to order it to be struck out.!

When he had languished a year longer in
captivity, and the emperor had introduced, and
was enforcing, his scheme of religion, called
the Interim, Charles, well knowing the influ-
ence which his prisoner's example would have
with all the protestant party, laboured with the
utmost earnestness to obtain his. approbation
of this formulary; and, by employing some-
times promises of setting him at liberty,
sometimes threats of greater harshness, he
attempted alternately to work upon his hopes
and his fears: but it was all in vain. “ He
was daily more and more confirmed,”.he said,
“ by the stady of the sacred writings, in the
truth of the doctrines he had embraced; and
nothing could be more criminal in him than
to act contrary to this conviction : it would be
po less than the sin against the Holy Ghost,
which can never be forgiven.” ‘He entrcated

' Thuan. i. 143, Sleid. 428.
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the emiperor, therefore, by all the mereies of
God in Christ, that he would not urge him to
any such violation of his duty, or misinterpret
his refusal. He was not actuated, he said, by

- vain-glory, or by any other worldly considera-

tion—* for what was there of that nature which
could outweigh in his estimation tS:e;(slpecially
considering his age and his habit of body,!) the
liberty of returning to repose at home in the
society of his beloved wife and children ?~—~but
he aimed simply at this one object, by the
true worship and service of God on earth, to
come at length to the enjoyment of his hea-
venly kingdom. In all things else he had ever
been, and ever would be ready to consult the
emperor's wishes, and, as became an upright
man, and one of his quality, would faithfully
observe every engagement he had made to
him.”—This magnanimous conduct drew upon
him fresh marks of the emperor’s displeasure.
The rigour of his confinement was increased ;
the number of his servants abridged; the
chaplain,? who had hitherto attended .him, was
obliged from regard to his own safety to
withdraw in disguise; and even the elector’s
books of devotion were taken from him.3

1 Extremely corpulent and unwieldy.—Yet Luther, in his
commentary on Genesis, (one of his latest works,) extols the
laborious diligence (“ incomparabilem laboriositatem”) of*
the elector. Seck. iii. 689. ‘

* This appears to have been John Aurifaber, the collector
of Luther’s letters, and of others of his works. Seckend.
ii. 642. ’

3 Thuan.i. 173. Sleid. 462-3. Robertson, iii. 450-1.—
Aurifaber informs us, in how high estimation Luther’s writ-
ings were held by the elector in his captivity. “ My heant,”
said he, ‘ is deeply affected, my inmost soul penetrated by
them. I derive more edification, comfort, strength, from a
page of Luther, than from whole volumes of other authors.”
Seck. iii. 642,
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Some time after, the emperor caused the dis-
pleasure which he felt at the conduct of the
elector’s sons, in both rejecting the Interim
themselves, and allowing their preachers to
impugh it from the pulpit and the press, to be
represented to him, and desired that he would
interpose his authority with them in these
respects. But the elector replied, that he had
before stated his own sentiments on the new
scheme of doctrine ; that they remained unal«
tered ; and that he could not urge his children
to do that which he could not with a good con-
science do himself. He entreated the emperor,
therefore, to view in a favourable light both his
own conduct and that of his sons. !

Another trying scene, which would have
been overpowering to a worldly mind, served
only to display still further his equanimity
and Cbristian charity. At the diet held at
Augsburg in the year 1548, Maurice was to
be solemnly invested with the electoral dig-
nitz, of which John Frederic had been-stripped ;
and, as if in wanton mockery of the deprived
elector’s feelings, this was done in the open
market place within sight of his lodgings. His
attention being drawn by the acclamations of
the people, he walked to the window, and, for
a short time viewing the spectacle, observed,
“With what exultation do the friends of Mau-
rice congratulate his advancement to the dig-
nity of which I am unjustly despoiled! Well,
may this change have so peaceful and happy a
result, that they may never have to regret the
loss of me and my family.” And he then re-
turned to the devotional reading in which he
chiefly passed his time. 2

! Thuan. i. 173-4. Sleid. 469, ¢ Thuan. i. 176.
VOL. II. C

Feb. 24.
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After he had been dragged about, in the
manner we have seen, during more than five
years, such changes took place as no longer left
the emperor any motive for detaining him. He
accordingly obtained his liberty, and todk pos-
session of the small territory which had been
reserved to his family, the districts of Jena and
Weimar having been added to that of Gotha,
in lieu of the pension originally stipulated. !
His return occasioned great joy to many, who
bad honoured him in his prosperity, and now
still more revered him for his conduct under
adversity. Melancthon thus celebrates the
event, with affectionate delight, in a letter to a
friend. “Though public congratulations will
outstrip my letters, I must announce to you,
that, through the goodness of God, the duke of
Saxony, John Frederic, is with his wife and
children in Thuringia. His peaceful return is
more glorious than a blood-stained triumph.
Posterity will recount this among the proofs
that God hears the sighs of the righteous, and
relicves their troubles even in this life.”2 Of
bis conduct, and the esteem in which he was
held, after his return, Robertson says,  As in
his new situation he continued to display the
same virtuous magnanimity for which he had
been conspicuous in a more prosperous and
splendid state, and which he had retained amidst

! Coxe'’s House of Austria, i.511. Compare Sleid. 597.

2 Mel. Epist. . 540. See also his preface to the IVth vol.
of Luther’s Works, Wittemb.—Amsdorf, who had been
deprived of the bishopric of Naumburg soon after the com-
mencement of the war, received the elector in his way home
at Isenach, and composed a hymn of thanksgiving on the
occasion, which was sung responsively by young persons of
either sex, selected for the purpose. The elector was affected
even to tears, and exclaimed, ¢ Who am 1, that God should
confer such honour upon me ?”—Seckend. iii. 395. (k.)
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all his sufferings, he maintained during the
remainder of his life that high reputation to
which he had so just a title.” !

He survived his return only eighteen months,
dying at Weimar March 3, 1554, at the age of
fifty-one years, just after he had concluded with
Augustus, the brother and successor of Maurice,
an arrangement by which the electorate was to
revert to his family in case that prince should
leave no children. His wife (Sibylla of Cleves)
died eleven days before him, having obtained
the desire of her heart ;. for frequently she had
been heard to say, that she could die' with entire
resignation, if she might but see her beloved
busband once more return home, in possession
of his K . When her tomb was preparing,
he gave orders that a place should be reserved
for him by her side, saying, that he should soon
follow her.—* They both,” says Sleidan, « died
in the true knowledge of God:” and of the
elector, in particular, he observes, ‘“ Having
beard a sermon as he lay on his bed, he im-
plored the divine mercy, and commended his
spirit into the hands of God ; and thus departed
out of this miserable life, to enter into the
heavenly . state.”2

Of the sons of John Frederic nothing very

' Roberteon iv. 100.

¢ Sleid. 596-7. Thuan. i. 455-6.—Melancthon addressed

a letter on this solema occasion to the elcetor’s nephew and
namesake, the duke of Pomerania, in which he presses on
the young prince the imitation of his deceased uncle’s virtues.
* He knew,” he observes, ¢ that the fear of the Lord is the
beginning of wisdom. Hence he applied himself to the in-
vestigation of divine truth, and manifested the piety of his
mind by devout prayer, by constancy in the profession of the
feith, and by @ watehful care over the churches. In his
government, he was just and merciful. His private life was
contirent, and distinguished by the exercises of piety,—

c 2
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memorable is recorded, except that, at their

——__ father’s suggestion, they became the founders

Account of
the Land-

grave..

1552,

of the universia; of Jena, intended to supply the
loss of that of Wittemberg.! The eldest passed
nearly thirty years in captivity, and ended his
days in that state, in consequence of an ill-
advised attempt to retricve the affairs of his
family.2

It would have been highly gratifying to pre-
sent any accounts of the landgrave of Hesse
similar to those which we have been reading of
his old friend and ally: but, alas! his conduct
in captivity in most points furnished a contrast
to that of the elector. The treachery indeed
(for it deserves no better name,) by which he
bad been deprived of his liberty, and the un-
feeling cruelty with which his galling captivity
was continued when no conceivable end re-
mained to be answered by it, rouse our indigna-
tion even at this distance of time : yet his
unabated impatience under his calamity, and
the unworthy surrender even of his religious
principles which he appears to have volun-
tarily offered, in order to obtain his liberty,
while they excite our deepest regret, cannot
escape our marked condemnation. He reco-
vered his liberty about the same time with the
elector of Saxony, and was reinstated in his
dominions : but iis sufferings appear to have
broken the vigour and extinguished the activi
of his mind. “From being the boldest, as well

reading, prayer, writing, and consultation with wise and
eminent men, His judgment was sound, and his memo
retentive ; and he had made himself acquainted with all
extant history.”—Epist. iii. 24.

(151 ;Bbytmi axonia, fol. 1599. p. 499. Seckend. iii. 578.
£ Seck. iii, 466. (4.)
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as the most enterprizing prince in the empire,
he became the most timid and cautious, and
passed the remainder of his days in a pacific
indolence.”! On the whole we cannot but fear,
(and we express the sentiment in this connexion
with great pain,) that in him, as compared with
the good elector of Saxony, we see illustrated
the wide difference between the case of religion
merely carrying conviction to the understand-
ing, and calling forth the exertions of a mind
naturally stirring and active, and one in which
it thoroughly takes possession of the heart. In
the former the time of trial will discover the
essential deficiency : and then very probably
even those useful qualities, which seemed
most natural and inherent, not being sup-
ported by real Christian principle and divine
grace, may fail; while the other character,
perhaps originally less vigorous, “by waiting
on the Lord renews his strength,” yea * waxes
stronger and stronger.”—* The lamp” of the
elector we see burning brightly to the last,
while that of the landgrave apparently goes
out.

But we return to the more public transactions
of the times. The emperor shewed no mode-
ration in his use of the victory which he had
obtained.2? Even before the battle of Muhlberg
be had assumed the style of a conqueror, and

1 Robertson. Sleid. 463. Thuan. i. 174. Sleidan, and
after him Thuanus, is willing to doubt the authenticity of the
letters in which the landgrave is said to have offered to re-
ceive the Interim, Robertson, however, (iii. 452.) relates
the fact as undoubted. The landgrave lived till 1567, His
wife had died in 1549, ¢ heart-broken with sorrow and care.”
Sleid. 485—where the translator says, * with sorrow and
care for her husBand’s imprisonment,” &c. but the latter
words are not in the original,

¢ Thuan. i. 154-5.

Proceed-
ings of the
Emperor
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dictated his own terms to the princes and cities
which sought to make peace with him. Imme-
diately after the battle, Bohemia, which had
shewn a disposition to assert the liberty that
by the constitution of its government belonged
to it, and even to assist the elector of Saxony,
was reduced under the almost absolute despot-
ism of Ferdinand. In receiving the submission
of the various states which were now compelled
to bow to the emperor’s yoke, no mention, as
we have seen, was permitted to be made of re-
ligion. That whole subject was reserved for
the diet which met at Ulin on the fifteenth of
June, and, by adjournment, at Augsburg, on the
first of September, 1547.! In both places the
assembly was surrounded by the emperor’s vic-
torious troops, prepared to mould its sentiments
to conformity with their master's wishes. Im-
mediately on entering Augsburg, Charles took
possession of the cathedral and some other
chfirches, and, after they had been duly purified,
restored the popish worship in them, so much
in opposition to the wishes of the inhabitants,
that it is said the poorer classes were bribed to
attend the service, lest the absence of a congre-
gation should testify the feeling that prevailed.

The demand which the emperor first made
was, that all should submit to the decisions of
the council of Trent. The Roman catholic states
were, of course, sufliciently ready to make this
cngagement ; and several of the protestant
princes—Maurice, the elector Palatine, and the
elector of Brandenburg—from whom better
things might have been hoped, were induced
to concur in it. Some, however, even in these
circumstances were found to hold fast their

1 Sleid. 428, 431, 437,
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integrity : alld with the cities the emperor was
reduced to practise an extraordi artifice.
They drew up a memorial of the conditions on

hich they were willing to submit to the
council, comprising some ‘of the principal sti-

‘A, D.
1547.

pulations for which the protestants had ever -

contended. When the paper was presented to
him, he affected, without ever looking at it, to
consider it as a declaration of unreserved sub-
mission, and thanked them for their compliance
with his wishes.!

But on the subject of the council difficulties
arose which the emperor had not anticipated.
Scarcely had Charles’s successes against the
protestants commenced, when the pope became
sensible of the danger to which he should be
exposed, if the emperor became absolute master
in Germany. At the earliest period, therefore,
that the engagements into which he had entered
would allow, he withdrew his quota of troops
from the imperial army, and even began to
project an alliance with the king of France.?
No longrer daring to trust a council assembled
at Trent, where it would be exposed to the
emperor’s influence, he translated it to Bologna,
where he might hope to have it under his own
control : but, as this removal must destrog all
expectation of the council’s being acknowledged
by the Germans, it was strenuously opposed
by the emperor and other princes ; which pro-
duced a schism in the council itself, such of the
fathers as were under the emperor’s influence
pertinaciously remaining at Trent, while the

1Sleid. 440-1. F. Paul, 258. Robertson, iii. 440.

2 The emperor was seasonably relieved from danger from
this quarter, by the death of his old rival Francis I, March
31,1547, Henry VIIIL. of England had died two months.
before. '

Council
of Trent
interrupted..

Murch 11.



24
CHAP.
X.

1551.

Sept. 1.

FROM THE COMMENCEMENT OF THE -

rest departed to Bologna. Muén altercation
ensued, which issued in an indefinite adjourn-
ment of the assembly: nor were any means
found of adjusting the difference, and bringing
the councif again into action, till Julius IIT.}
had succeeded Paul III. in the papal chair, and
till the season of enforcing its decrees was past.2

Thus disappointed in his views from this
quarter, Charles, for the purpose of establishing
peace and uniformity in religion throughout
Germany, resolved on a measure which as
much astonished the devoted Romanists, as it
proved oppressive to the protestants. - This
was no other than bringing forward to be
sanctioned by the diet, and thus enforced in
the empire, a scheme of doctrine afterwards
known by the name of the Interim—from its
being proposed to be continued in force only
till the decision of a satisfactory general council
could be had. The persons whom Charles
cmployed to draw up this formulary were
Pflug, bishop of Naumburg, Heldingus, made
the year following bishop of Mersburg, and
Agricola Islebius ; the two former Romanists
of some moderation, and the latter little better
than an apostate Lutheran.® The work was
such as might be expected from its authors.
 Its contents,” says Thuanus, * were agree-
able to the hitherto received doctrinc of the
Roman catholic church, except that it did not

’ Cardinal di Monte, elected Feb, 8, 1550.

¢ F. Paul, 208, 242, 248, &c.

3 « Suspected not without reason,” says Robertson,
¢ of having been gained by bribes and promises, to betray
or mislead his party on this occasion.” Rob. iii. 444. ¢ He
had liberal rewards for his pains from the emperor and king
Ferdinand.” Sleid. 468.—Concerning the three compilers
of the Interim, the reader may consult the index to the
former volume of this work.
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utterly condemn the marriage of priests, or
entirely reject communion in both kinds.”?!
It was drawn up, however, very much upon
the plan of the book submitted seven years
before to the diet of Ratisbon, and of Gropper’s
scheme of reformation for Cologne ;2 and con-
sequently was ‘ expressed, for the most part,
in the softest words, or in scriptural phrases, or
in terms of studied ambiguity.”

Before it was publicly brought forward, the
Interim was submi to the examination
of select persons. Bucer, being sent for from
Strasburg by the elector of Brandenburg, who
now “ made it his study to please the emperor,”3
was pressed both by him and Granvelle, the
emperor’s chief minister, to subscribe it; and,
on his refusing to do so, it was not without
danger of his life that he made his escape, and
returned home.* A copy of the work was also
sent to Rome, where a great outcry was made
against the emperor’s presumption in adventur-
ing to meddle with such subjects, as well as

! Thuan. i. 171, 172.

* Camerar. Vit. Melanc. Strobel. p. 263. See above vol. i.
262—264, 271, 274—276.—Melancthon however complain®s
that he did not trace the hand of Pflug in the article of jus-
tification : he would have drawn a better, at least if his own
sentiments had not suffered deterioration. Mel. Consil. ii. 5.

? Sleid. 461. We trace with pain the declension, if not
even defection, of Joachim elector of Brandenburg : and our
paia is not alleviated by discovering that there were interested
motives which might lead to it. He sought to have his son
admitted, under the sanction of the emperor and the pope, to
the archbishopric of Magdeburg, to which he had been
elected by the chapter. Sleid. 526. F.Paul, 322 : Courrayer,
1. 552.—How great is the danger arising from “loving this

resent world1” How great also the folly of so doing!

e elector succeeded in the object of his ambition—but his
son scarcely surtived his full admission to his new dignity !—
Chytreei Saxonia, 462.

¢ Sleid. 454, 457. Thuan. i, 171,
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CHAP. inst some things contained in the book.
X % aged pope, however, more sagacious from
long experience in affairs, only wondered that
Charles could be so elated by one victory, as
to imagine that he could dictate the faith
of both parties; predicted, that ¢ what all
would impugn and none defend” must soon
fall ; and in the mean time, with consummate
artifice, affecting to believe that Charles, as a
secular prince, was not pretending to prescribe
articles to the faithful, to which they were to
lower down their belief, but only to the heretics
those to which they must raise their’s in order
to be tolerated, he urged an explicit declaration
to that effect. With regard to the two points
of the marriage of priests and the giving of the
cup to the laity, he observed, that it belonged
only to himself to grant dispensations to that
effect ; that, «if the emperor took upon him
to allow them as lawful, he would grievously
offend Almighty God; but that, holding them
unlawful, he might yet permit them to the

et hea‘eﬁics as the lessh of two evils.l’;l‘ted "
rati- e emperor, havi cons with the
mi‘:‘t,"’ eccleaiasi:ic!a)le electors, gogrrected the book as he
judged fit, and prefixing a preface by which its
application was limited, according to the pope’s
suggestion, to those who had deviated from the
ancient doctrine and usages, and did not choose
to return to them, he proposed it in the diet,
March 15, 1548; when, either by previous
concert with the emperor, or of his own in-
stance, the archbishop of Mentz, the premier
clector, rising up, immediately after it had
been read, and before any of the members had
opportunity of expressing their sentiments upon

1 F. Paul, 271274 : Courrayer i. 472-3.
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it, returned thanks to the emperor, in the
name of the diet, for his paternal and provident
care for them in the important matter of re-
ligion and the peace of the empire. Every
one was astonished, but no one ventured to
cxpress his surprise ; to so servile a state were
the princes of Germany reduced ; and the
emperor, affecting to consider the archbishop’s
address as the ratification of the diet, closed
the business, and enrolled the Interim among
the solemn decrees of the empire.!

With the Interim, which prescribed the
doctrines to be received, was connected a
form of ecclesiastical reformation, designed to

all matters of order and discipline.

This gave still higher offence at Rome than the
regulation of doctrine, as perhaps wanting the
restriction prefixed to the Interim, and directly
infringing the fundamental principle, that no
secular person is to give law to the clergy in
any thing relating to their ecclesiastical character
or fanctions. Among some things of a better
kind, the following most objectionable orders
were promulged : that the monastic life should
be restored where it had been discontinued ;
that nothing should be taught in schools con+
trary to the old, or Roman catholic, doctrine 3
that the Latin tongue should be retained in
the services of the church,  lest they should
Jall into contempt if the people understood the
uage;” and that the canon of the mass,
(the Romish prayer of consecration,) with all
its mummeries, should be preserved entire,
and should be pronounced, as the custom had

1 Sleid. 453-4, 458—460. F, Paul, 274. The Interim
may be seen in Goldast's Coustitutiones Imperii, i. 518, and
a pretty copious abstract of it in Dupin, vii. 83—88.

Annexed
scheme of
reforma-
tion. °
June 14.
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been, in a low voice, “ that the dignity of those
dreadful mysteries might be kept up.”!

The Interim met with the fate it deserved,
and which might have been expected. It was
rather rejected by all,” says F. Paul, ¢ than
accepted by any: and that did follow, which
doth ordinarily happen to him that would unite
contrary opinions—he maketh both parties
agree to impugn his sentiments, and each man
obstinate in maintaining his own.”2 -

The emperor, however, spared no pains to
procure, or to enforce, an external compliance
with it. Among the protestant princes, we
regret to state that Joachim of Brandenburg,
and Frederic elector Palatine made no scruple
of receiving it.3 Ulric of Wiirtemberg, also,
whose country was filled with Spanish garrisons,
acquiesced in it.* Maurice of Saxony, contrary
to what is frequently stated, never gave an
unconditional assent to the Interim, nor ever
established it in his country. He told the em-

ror that he could not do it, consistently with

is express engagements to his subjects; and
he pleaded the emperor’s own promises relative
to religion. Immediately after it had passed
the diet he left Augsburg, and called an
assembly of his states to communicate to them
what had taken place, and to consider how far
they could concur in it. After repeated meet-
ings, wherein the question of submission to au-
thority in things indifferent, which subsequently
produced very serious controversies, was first
moved, a form of religion for his territories
was agreed upon at Leipsic.>—There were not

1 Sleid. 463-4. F.Paul,274-5: Cour. i. 480. Dupin vii. 88.

2 F, Paul, 277. 3 Sleid. 461. ¢ Ib. 462.

5 Camerar. Vit. Mel. § 84. Melanc. Consil. ii. 5. Sleid.
460, 478, 481. Hane, ii. 135-6. Du Pin, vii. 89.—Dr.
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wanting, however, princes whe, though pos-
sessed of but very inferior power, madc?g manly
and honourable stand against the emperor’s
impositions. Among these John marquis of
Brandenburg-Anspach,! brother to the elec-
tor, and Wolfgang duke of Deuxponts, of the
Palatine family, are distinguished. The former,
partly from resentment at the treatment which
Henry of Brunswick, his father-in-law, had met
with from the protestants, had joined the
emperor in the war. He now pleaded with
him his services ; the reliance he had placed
on his promises concerning religion; the
informality of the decrec establishing the
Interim ; and his inability conscientiously to
comply with it: and so pertinaciously did he
adhere to these points, that the emperor, seeing
he was not to be wrought upon, bid him begone
from Augsburg, fearing that he would influence

Robertson has here given currency to a very erroneous state-
ment of Maurice’s conduct on ‘the subject of religion. He
says, “ As he knew Charles to be inflexible with regard to the
submission which he required to the Interim, he did not
hesitate one moment whether he should establish that form
of doctrine and worship in his dominions.” And he makes
the assembly of the states of Saxony, at Leipsic, to be held
for the purpose simply of *“ laying the Interim before them,
together with the reasons which made it necessary to con-
form to it,” and thus ¢ rendering their obedience a voluntary
deed of their own.” Rob. iv. 14. In the same paragraph he

also very injuriously misrepresents the conduct of Melancthon,’

who, as we shall see, while he concurred in the formulary
of Leipsic, would hold no terms with the Interim. Two of
Dr. R.’s authorities are Sleidan and Mosheim, neither of
whom bears out his representation. Sleidan is above referred
to. Mosheim’s statement (divested of Dr. Maclaine’s note—
which will be hereafter considered,) differs not essentially
from that above given. He says, * The deliberations™
of the states of Saxony “on this occasion were long and
tedious, and their result was ambiguous.” Mos. iii. 373-4.
1 See vol. i. 261.
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CHAP. others also. He accordingly departed imme-
. diately, and made no alteration of religion
Wolfgang within his territories.!—The duke of Deuxponts,
Deuxponts, Deing frequently pressed upon the subject,
frankly tald the emperor,  that he had hitherto
known no religion but that in which he was
brought up ; that he had examined it, and was
convinced of its accordance with the word
of God ; that he should wound his conscience,
and risk the safety of his soul, if he consented
to all parts of the Interim : that the same was
the opinion of his divines, and that he could not
think of compelling them to go contrary to
their consciences.” Here too a bald and faithful
avowal of principle was crowned with success,
and no further engagement appears to have
been exacted of the duke, than that he would
conform as far as he conscientiously could.?—
The sons and the subjects of the landgrave
Hese.  of Hesse appear also to have successfully
refused the Interim.2
Penecution . But it was in the case of the free cities that
of the free > H
cities, the emperor’s tyranny was especially exerted.
In them the doctrines of the reformation had
taken the deepest root. In them also, by the
constitution of their government, principles
of liberty, obnoxious to one who aspired at
absolute monarchy, were most prevalent.
* Could they have united their counsels and
their resources, they might have made their
wishes to be respected: but their dispersed
situation rendered this impracticable, and
Charles determined to put down opposition
in each of them separately, before combination
could be attempted among them. Hence
Augsburg, Ulm, Halle in Suabia, with Stras-

-

1 Sleid. 460-1. ¢ Ib. 461, 480. s Ib. 477, 483.
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3l

burg, Constance, and other cities, suffered A.D.

great oppression. In Augsburg, being master

1548.

of every thing, he abolished the existing form August.

of government ; dissolved all the corporations
and fraternities ; and displaced the.mn.gistrates,
substituting for them creatures of his own,
each of whom was sworn to observe the In-
terim.! He next proceeded to Ulm, and,
besides effecting like changes there, carried
off in chains Martin Frechtius, and such others
of the ministers as refused to comply with his
enactments.>—These examples produced their
effect in procuring the submission of the

ighbouring cities ; in consequence of which
most of the protestant ministers were compelled
to quit their stations. Musculus, foreseeing
the storm, had shortlz before removed from
Augsburg to Berne:® Snepfius now retired
from Tubingen; Osiander from Nuremberg.
Suabia, which was occupied in every part by
Spanish troops, suffered most severely. “ We
hear,” says Melancthon, “ of dreadful devas-
tation in some of the churches. In Suabia
and on the Rhine more than four hundred
pastors have been expelled, and some of them
murdered. Every species of violence is com-
mitted. The churches are shut up, and there
is no one left even to baptize the children.
At Tubingen (in Wiirtemberg) all the pastors
and preachers are driven away, and only one
priest left, who, in compliance with the direc-
tions of the Interim, has restored the mass.
Such is the golden age, which Agricola and his
coadjutors promised us!” “ The city of Ratis-
bon entreated the emperor that their church

1 Sleid. 469, 470. ¢ Ib. 472-3, 479.
$ Ib. 461 : above, i. 216 (2).
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CHAP. might not be disturbed. He answéred by

expelling in one day seven ministers of the
gospel, and closing the sacred edifices.” ¢ For
such victories as these the cardinal of Augsburg
has erected a trophy, returning thanks to the
emperor for the restoration of concord.”!

The sufferings of the excellent Brentius?
of Halle, in Suabia, are particularly noticed.
At the commencement of the war, his house
had been seized and plundered by the Spanish
soldiers : and now, he having boldly given his
opinion, in answer to the interrogatories pro-
posed to him, against the new form of doctrine,
orders were issued by Granvelle, the emperor’s
minister, for his :;;n% segt ilrll chai(rlxs to ﬁglgs-
burg. He esca Aflight, an idi
him%elf in the woodz; gibile his b?ate wl;.gs'
unknown even to his own family. His house
was again rifled : and his wife, with six children,

. was expelled from the city, though she was

labouring under severe illness, of which she
soon after died: and eventually he was form-
ally banished from the place in which he
had exercised his ministry for twenty-six
Kears. For some time he wandered about, not

nowing where to find a refuge ; but at length
he was gencrously harboured by Ulric of Wiir-
temberg, though that prince was by no .means
himself free from danger3—Thus, in later
ages, as well as in the times referred to by the
apostle, have those * of whom the world was
not worthy” * wandered in deserts, and in
mountains, and in dens and caves of the earth
—being destitute, afflicted, tormented,” while
thiln; adversaries “ did according to their own
will.

! Mel. Consil. ii. 73, 87, 88, 93,96, ¢ Vol, i. 177, 525.

3 Sleid. 461-2. Thuan. i. 173, ’
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Strasburg, which had been under the neces- A.D:
sity of submitting to the emperor’s authority _'**
one month only before the battle of Muhlberg,! Noblestand
now distinguished itself by a noble, and not gae
altogether unsuccessful opposition to his dic-
tates on the subject of religion. The senate
pleaded against the reception of the Interim,
in a manner which ought to have commended
itself at once to the understanding and the heart
of every reasonable being, that they desired
nothing so much as to gratify the emperor, but
that to comply in this instance would be to do
violence to their consciences, to offend Almighty
God, and to endanger their salvation. They en-
treated him, therefore, that he would not, in a
case which concerned not lands and goods, or
any earthly matter, but their everlasting well.
being, compel them ¢ to say with their mouths
what their hearts did not think ;” that this was
contrary to all the hopes which he himself had
held out to them, and to the constant reference,
which had been made by all preceding diets, of
such questions to a general and free council.

How just and striking is the description here
given, in few words, og the only object which
persecution can ever hope to accomplish—to
make men “say with their mouths what their
hearts do not think.” How infatuated the mind
which can pursue so worthless an object at such
an immense expence! And how detestably
cruel and diabolical to exact this of our fellow-
men, in despite of all the arguments and en-
treaties they can. use, when to their own
apprehension, at least, their “everlasting wel-
fare” depends upon their refusal, and when no
rational being, however strong his own persua-

1 Sleid. 423.
VOL. II. D
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sion on’the other side, can ever imagine it pos-
sible, that their salvation should be promoted by
such a constrained and merely external com-
pliance, as he: can exact. '
Still, however, the heartless trampler on-all
rights, human and divine, had no other answer
to return to this forcible appeal of the senate of
Strasburg, than this, “ That &'} must comply or
take the consequences.” But they were not to
be silenced: they persevered in entreaty and
expostulation, till at length the emperor told
them, that they might settle the affair with their
bishop : and with him, after immense difficulty,
they did so far succeed as to establish a com-
promise, by which they ceded three of their
churches, and retainedy the rest; with their
own ministers to officiate in them.!—It was

18leid. 461, 464—466, 471, 473-4, 478, 480, 485.—
Sleidan gives a very amusing account of the renewed cele-
bration of the mass at Strasburg, and the impression produced
by it, when the ceremony had not been seen there for more
thap twenty years. * Great was the concourse of people that
flocked to the church, especially of the youth: 8;- to them
it was a strange kind of sight, to see a great many men with
shaven crowns, in a new sort of habit, singing altogether
what nobody understood ; tapers and lamps burning at noon-
day, inc¢ense streaming up and smoaking out of censers; the
priest, with his subservient ministers, standing before the
altar; :‘pea.kiug in a strange language ; using various kneel-
ings and gestures; bowing down with hands joined; one
while stretching forth his arms, and by and by contracting
them again ; turning about to the people; raising his voice
high at some times, and at others mutteripg to himself very
softly ; now casting up his eyes, and then prostrating him-
self on the ground ; shufiling about from place to place, now
on the right, and now on the left side of the altar; playing
tricks with his fingers; breathing into a chalice; then liftiog
it on high, and then setting it down again; naming, in cer-
tain places, now the dead, and now the living; breaking the
wafer and putting it into the chalice ; striking his breast with
his fiat; sighing, shutting his eyes, as if he were asleep, and
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in the midst of these struggles at Strasburg
that Bucer and Paul Fagius retired from the

scenc, and accepted the invitation which

Cmnmzr lhad given them to .remove into

The. city of Constance was less fortunate. It
had never yet made its peace with the emperor
for. the it had. taken in the late.contest.
When therefore its senate: pleaded, in the same
way with $hat of Strasbung, against the Interim,
he-dispatched a bady of Spanish troops to sur«
prise city: but, these having ‘failed in the
sitempt, he-put:the place to-the ban of the
empire, and 1ot only reduced it to reccive the
Intexsim, but deprived -it of its privileges as a.
free city,.and subjected it henceforward te the
house of Austria. Its ministers, at the head of
whom was . Ambrose' Blaurer,? were compelled
to quit the place.3 - ¥ S

then waking again; eating one part of the wafer, and swal-
lowing the other whole with the wine, that the least drop may
not vemain; washing his hands; turning his back to the
people, and with an outstretched arm shewing them a gilt
paten ; clapping it to his forehead and breast; and kissing
sometimés the altar, and sometimes a little image inclosed in
wood or metal.” These and the like performances the young
people could not-behold without wonder and aimazement, nor
mdeed without lpughter.” A slight distorbance having
accidentally. arisen from one of these youths, the whole body
of the priests took such alarm, that they. interrupted
the service, shut themselves up withii the iron gates,
dnd could not be pacified by the interposition of the
semate and magistrates, demonstrating to them that it was
purely accidental, and that no citizen had been concerned in
it. They complained to the bishop and the emperor, and
could not be prevailed upon to ““expose their lives,” by re-
peating the service for some months after. ' Many were of
opinion that were glad of the pretext for declining ser-
wices, from which, without any diminution of their incomes,
they had for so many years been exempt.—Sleid. 491, 496,
513. . ] M A .

18leid. 479.  *Voli.177. '3 Sleid. 469—472, 474:
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The reflections of Melancthon and his friends,
in the midst of these scenes, are such as we
might have expected from their piety and wis-
dom. “The dangers of the church,” says that
excellent man, in a letter in which he notices
the death of his valued friend Cruciger on the
first of December 1548, ¢ are such that we evi-
dently cannot be saved by human intervention.
Indeed all human protection is withdrawn.
Nothing remains for us but a pious confession
of the truth by individuals, and earnest prayers
to Almighty God.”"—Again, in an address which
he drew up for George of Anhalt, and which
that illustrious ecclesiastic recited to the assem-
bled clergy of the diocese of Mersburg, October,
6, 1549, he says : “To the consolations which
I have now offered you, permit me to add the
following cxhortations: As we are harassed
with so many afflictions, let us be more humble
in all our life and conversation ; let us be more
diligent in learning and teaching ; that all ma
perccive that we hold the true doctrine unadul-
terated. Let our prayers also be more fervent
to God : and in them let us commend to him,
with the unfeigned sighs and groans of our
hearts, the church universal-—ourselves—our
families—our wives and children, since it is an
undoubted truth, that the church is preserved
and governed, not by mere human counsels,
but by the special care of God himself. Thou
therefore, O Al might}' God, eternal and only
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, Creator of
heaven and earth, and of mankind, Founder
of the whole church of angels and men; toge-
ther with thy Son our Lord Jesus Christ, who
was crucified for us and rose again; and with
thy Hcgl Spirit: do Thou, for thy Son our Lord
Jesus Christ’s sake, have compassion upon us;
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and by thy Holy Spirit evermore gather and
preserve among us a church for thyself; and of
thine infinite mercy mitigate our punishments!
Amen.1”

The scenes which we have been reviewing
are melancholy ; and the face of Germany was
no doubt, for the present, changed forthe worse
by the event of the war; yet still the change
would be greater in appearance than in reality.
The deposition of John Frederic, indeed, and
the substitution of such a prince as Maurice in
his place, was a serious loss to the cause of
true religion: and it is grievous to find in the
tergiversation, or the temporizing policy of
Joachim of Brandenburg, = Frederic elector
Palatine, and others, that the best days of reli-
gion among persons of that rank in Germany
were past. Yet still we may feel assured, that,
as previously more religion would appear on the
page of hisborz than really existed, sonow more
would exist than openly appeared. VWhile no
great sacrifices were actually to be made, and
the temporal privileges of princes were asserted
in contending for their religious ones, many
were ready to take that side, who failed, or even
proved themselves unsound, in.the day of trial,
We have seen also, in repeated instances, what
heavy complaints the pious reformers made of
the inconsistent conduct of numbers who pro-
fessed the protestant faith. 2 No doubt the

! Epist. ii. 34. Consil. ii. 96, 103.

2 Let the insults which Roman catholics never cease to
offer to protestants on this ground, be checked by the testi-
mony of one of their own rany. The bishop of Alifi,
preaching before the council of Trent in its twenty-third
session, ““ spake of the faith and manners of the heretics and
catholics, and said, that, ¢as the faith of the catholics was
better, so the Aeretics did exceed themin good life;* which
did give much distaste, especially to those who remembered
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chureh needed to be sifted and purified. . As-our
own archbishop Cranmer remarked on this very
oceasion, for the warning of his coun n;
“In Germany, although the gospel had: shec:‘
its glorious light, yet a large proportien o

suchgas were gwl;thit}x, reach of its beams had
refused to reform their lives ‘according to its
direction. Hence, it is said; have :these unre-
penting converts been delivered over to imperial
and papal oppression.”! Still, however, there
were found persons, even in the highest class of
society, to stand firm, and make a faithful pro-
test. Whole senates contended for the truth, 2
and numerous pious ministers and others pa-
tiently suffered for it: and, even where corrupt
doctrines and superstitious rites were . publicly
enforced, the sentiments of the people remained
unaltered : and the work of God, we must ever
remember, is carried on in the breasts: of indi-
viduals; and princes and public officers, consi-
dered as part of his church, are no more than
other men, except as their influence is more
extensive. The rending asunder of the endeared
connexion between faithful pastors and. their
flocks, wherever it took place, was a mournful
event : yet thousands, thus deprived of public
ordinances in which they could conseientiously
join, would worship God, even with increased
devoutness, in private.  The Lord knoweth

the saying of our Saviour, and of S. James, that faith is not
shewed but by works.”—F. Paul, 689-90.

1 Soames’s English Ref. iii. 452.

2 The perlod of the Interim has been fixed upon by some
respectable commentators as that of ¢ the slaying of the wit-
nesses,” Rev. xi. From'what has been already statéd, and
what remains to be stated heteafter, the reader will judge for
himself how far the suppression of the testimony to the truth
at this time, even within the limits of the empire, was such
s to answer the terms of the prophecy.
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them that are his,” although the histories of the -

church nio longer notice them. Such persons,
in these troublons times, would “speak often
one to another;” and “ a book of remembrance
would be written before him” in their favour:
and for their:sakes, we may conclude, was that
happy revolution vouchsafed, (as surprising, and
ing from as unexpected a quatter, as any
one on record;) which we shall have to relate in
the next chapter. “The rod of the wicked shall
not rest on the lot.of the righteous,” so as to
cause them to be ““ tempted above that they are
able;” -but “with every temptation a way to
escape” shall be provided far them, «“that they
may. be able to bear it.” : .
. settling .in this manner the affairs
of Germany, the emperor proceeded, in the
autummn of the year 1548, to visit his heredita

dominions in the Netherlands, to receive his -

son Philip from Spain, and -to introduce the
young prince. to the homage of his future
subjects. . Here he was labouring, though
bappily his efforts were defeated, to establish
the. inquisition :! and, on quitting the country
in. the following spring, he left behind him a
most detestable persecuting edict, which- was
immedin.te}by published in both: the Flemish
and the French language. It complained,
that, to the great grief of the emperor, not-
withstanding. all his efforts to the contrary,
many both of his own subjects, and .of the
foreigners who lived and traded among them,
spread the contagion of heresy far and wide ;
so that severe measures for its extirpation
were become necessary. It therefore strictly
ordained, that no persons, of what rank soever,

1 Coxe’s House of Austria, i, 516. 4to.

of the
emperor
into the
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CHAP. should purchase or distribute any of the writ-

ings of Luther, (Ecolampadius, Zuingle, Bucer,
or Calvin, or, in general, any of the books
prohibited in the Index of the divines of
Louvain : that no conventicles should be held
in private houses : that no persons should dis-
pute about the holy scriptures, nor any except
authorized divines presume to interpret them :
that offenders against these rules should be
punished, men by the sword, and women by .
being buried alive, if they forsook their errors,
but, if not, that they should be burned ; and
that, in either case, tKeir goods should be con-
fiscated :! that such as, not out of malice and
obstinacy, but through infirmity, had fallen
into heresy, and had voluntarily returned and
abjured their errors, should not for the time to
come adventure to hold any discourse on mat-
ters of faith and religion, on pain of bein
punished as relapsed heretics : that none sh;
receive into his house, or otherwise succour,
persons suspected of heresy: that no one re-
moving, without having a certificate from the
curate of his parish, should be allowed any
habitation—as he must be regarded as a sus-
pected person ; and that all such as had fled
n being cited to appear and answer for
heresy, should be held convicted and con-
demned, and not allowed subsequently to clear
themselves : that any .person, knowing
lurking-place of any heretic, should instantly
discover it to the inquisitor,2 or the governor
1 ¢ Qui secus fecerint, punientur ut seditiosi et publices
tranquillitatis perturbatores : ac viri quidem gladio ferientur,
femine autem in terram defodieatur, si quidem ab errore
desistent : si vero pertinaces erunt, exurentur; publicalis
ipsorum bonis, utrumcunque luant supplicium.” Sleid. lib.

xxii.
¢ Many places were favoured with the services of indi-
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of the district; in which case, on conviction
of the offender, the informer should be intitled
to half his goods; but, on failure of giving
information, the person himself should incur
the penalties of heresy.”!

Such & demon is man capable of becoming,
when possessed of absolute power, his con-
science blinded and his heart hardened by a
false religion, and his zeal urged forward by
impious assumptions like those of popery.—
Happily it was found that the edict, if carried
into would prove ruinous to the interests
of a trading country: and on this ground
chiefly, or even solely, it was “ for that time
superseded ” bm of Austria, the emperor’s
sister, who go the country in his name,
and afterwards, on her representation, somewhat
moderated by Charles himself.*

This atrocious edict, however, bears strong
testimony to the increased diffusion of the
reformed doctrine. We have also about the
same time evidence of its progress in other

. In 1546, William Brissonet, who
had been bishop of Meaux, having disseminated
the doetrines of the reformation among the
people, fourteen persons were burned for heresy
in that city, and many others whipped and
banished.? Two years afterwards, Thuanus
informs us, strong edicts were again issued in
France against Lutheranism, and John Bru-
giere of Auvergne was burned for professing it,

vidual, and perhaps itinerant, inquisitors, where ¢ the holy
office” was not itself established. M‘Crie’s Ref. in Italy,
200-1. '

1 Sleid. 496—408. Father Paul (387,) states, that in the
Low Countries, “ from the first edict of Charles V.” to the
peace of 1558, «* there were hanged, beheaded, buried alive,
and burned, to the number of 50,000.”

* Sleid, 498, 501. s Ib. 4I1.
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CHAP. by order of the parliament of Paris : the reason
X-_ of which severities, the historian says, was, that
the number of those who embraced Luther’s
doctrines was “ wonderfully increased.”—And
this was the case not in France only, but also in
Italy, which:caused the senate of Veniee at this
time to reriew the decrees which it had made on
1549.  the subject twenty years before.! . The year fol-

lowing also, on occasion of the solemn ‘entry of

‘Henry IL. into Paris, after the coronation of his

queen, some persons weré burned for h ,

in the presence, it is:said, of. the king.himself ;

who felt called upon: to publishedicts expressive

of his determination « to root out heresy from

his dominions.”? . But the details of what passed

in France will belong to & subsequent part

of «this histo:iy;'should it be permitted to be
continued.—In addition to these brief notices,

it will not be forgotten, that this very period

of ithe threatened suppression of protestantism

in Germany was that of its. trimmph, under
Edward VI, in England. - e

Accont  ~ But the reader will naturally desire to learn,
of Melanc- gliat, amid' these changing add turbulent
- secenes, were the conduct and fate of Melane-
thon—the ‘most interesting character, after

Luther was removed, that. Germany could

boast. ..And ito afford full information upon

this subject has been purposemerved for

the closing part of the present

1 Thuan. i. 181-2. Sleid. 468. It was at this period that
Vergerio quitted Italy. Vol. i. 456.—Since the publication
of the former volume of this work; in which some notices of
Italy were inserted, the subject of the extended progress
of the reformation in that country; éhd its final suppression
by the merciless hands of the inquisition, (which ¢ aloné
saved Pope , even in its head quartérs,) has received impor-
tant illustration from the ren of Dr. M‘Crie, to whose-highly
interesting volume I gladly refer my readers. % Sleid. 484,
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.- What were: his' feelihgs at. the commence-
ment of the war has beeh already shewn from
his private corfespondence. He did not alto-
gether acquit his frietids from ‘blame in bﬂl;g,-
ing matters to the decision of the sword. ' He
compilained that the emperor was.irritated -by
galling and offensive writings, from differont
members. of the . protestant body, and that
political affairs were improperly mixed up with
the question of religion. Pler:dyer existing cie-
cumstances perhaps- this could hardly bave been
altogether avoided, . even .if all persons cons
cerried had. been as seriously and simply reli-
gious as the elector of Saxeny.: -ant that this
was not theicase is but: too evident. . At the
same time, the temper of Melancthon mi
have inclined him. to yield more than was safe,
for the sake of preserving peace. - He would
not only hawe consented to liberate and restore
of Brunswick, but would':have givenu
the Smalkaldic: league itself, and yielded mu
to the jurisdiction of . the. popish bishops v.and
by such means he thought (how justly it is
now . umimportant :to. inquire,) - the emperor
might have been dppeased, and induced still to
grant the protestants: reasonable, or at least
tolerable terms respecting religion. He khew,
however, that such.:preposals would not be
listenned to, and ‘therefore he forbore -publicly
to urge them upon attention.! , ,
When the war was carried into -Saxony by
Maurice’s invasion of that country, in . the
autumn of 1546, the university of Wittemberg
was. dispersed, and Melancthon, in commodn
with many other learned and pious men, was
1 Camerar. in Vit. Mel. § 71, with Strobel’s notes., Also

a brief history of the Smalkaldic war written in Greek by
Camerarius, in Freher’s Germ. Rer. Scriptores, vol. iii.
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.driven out to seek a retreat where he might be

able to find one.! Zerbst, in the princiﬁzl;lity
of Anhalt, was the place at which he chiefly

his time, under the anxious protection
of the princes of that house: but, as .soon as
the war was terminated, he embraced the earliest

- opportunity of returning to Wittemberg ;2 and

preferred continuing there to either accepting
the offers made him by Maurice of an advan-
tageous settlement in the university of Leipsic,
or joining the new establishment of the sons
of John Frederic at Jena. Maurice sent for
him, Bugenhagius, and Cruciger, treated them
with kindness, and committed to them the
administration of the affairs both of the church
and the university ; assigned them salaries ;
and desired them to proeeed as they had been
accustomed to do.3

Melancthon was censured by some of his
old friends, (not all of them very temperate
persons,)* for settling under the dominion of
the man who had subverted the late electoral
house, instead of attaching himself inseparably
to the old family. But the censure does not
appear to have been reasonable. Wittemberg:
had been the scene of his studies, his labours,
and his connexions from early life: a partiali
for it was therefore natural and laudable. He
considered it as the focus from which light had
been, and from which he trusted it would con-
tinue to be, diffused over that part of Germany ;

. ' Epist. ii. 433, he observes that he lost a great partof
his books and furniture.—At that time, says Camerarius,
“ 1 was, like many others, a fugitive, wandering to and fro,
without my family.”

* He resumed his academical employments by com-
mencing a course of lectures on S. l?auf'l epistle to the
Colussians, October 24, 1547, Melch. Adam, 1. 165.

3 Sleid. 435, 4 Amsdorf, &c.
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and believed that, if that university were per-
mitted to fall, it would be a great public loss.
He laboured therefore most anxiously to re-
store its prosperity.—The sons of John eric
also fell much short of their revered father’s
character ; and Melancthon distrusted the pru-
dence, as well as the success, of the attempt
made to establish a new academy under their
auspices, at that particular juncture. As to
settling under Maurice’s government, when all
had been now definitively arranged, and the
assent of John Frederic himself given to the
arrangement, it would have been idle to object
toit: and would it not have been worse than
idle to refuse to oceupy the field, which, as we
have seen, was opened to Melancthon and his
confidential friends by Maurice himself? I
have come hither,” Melancthon writes, * not
to join the party of our enemies, but to succour
a mourning church.”!

In every thing that concerned religion Me-
lancthon was consulted by Maurice. In the
year 1548, that prince held no less than eight
conventiomns of his states on the subject, and
three in the year following ;? at all of which,
except the first, Melancthon was present, and
drew up most of the papers which were adopted
or considered in them.—It has been already
intimated, that he incurred much censure for
the concessions here made; and, from the
manner in which his conductis generall{espoken
of, it would be inferred, that he had been in-
duced actually to countenance the Interim.?

1 Camerar, Vit. Mel. § 72, 73, 75, 76. Strobel.

¢ Enumerated, ibid. Append. xvii.

3 See Robertson, iv. 14, 15. The reference to this &ungc
is thus made in Robertson's Index, under the name Melanc-
thon—s¢ 18 prevailed on to favour the Interim!”

45
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CHAP. But so far was this from being the case, that I
X-_ should rather affirm that his opposition to that
His oppo- formu was even heroic, hoth when it was$
Ten to. . Previougly submitted to his examination, and
after it was adopted and Kublished byauthority.

To this his “ Consilia,” which exhibit the pepers

relative to it, written by him, in conjunction with
his celleagues, bear ample testimony. These
papers ape numerous in the Latin Consilia, and
petgel-g:ee is made te a German collection as add~
ing to their number.. Some are private, for hid
own use ; same, letters to friends, or to learned
and religions bodies ; some, formal memoriala
to Maurice gnd his ministers; and other per-
sops in puthority ; some are in his own name
alone, and some are signed jointly by him and
one or more of his friends and coadjutors;
Bugenhagips, Cruciger, Major, Rfeffinger, and
Froschelius';. some:are brief, while others follow
the Interim from article to article, passing the
just censure upon each. They profess, indeed,
to be confined to points of importance, and not
to obtrude nice and doubtful discussions upon
the attention of the princes.. A spitit of com+
bined firmness and moderation pervades them.
They avow & readiness, on the part of those
whose signatures they bear, to comcur in any
thing tolerable, where ritual matters alone were
concerned, and advise the elector not to make
astand on some things which it might-yet have
been wished had been otherwise: but on all
the great points at issue~—on justification, on
the invocation of saints, on the necessity of
the particular confession of sins to man in
order to the pardon of them by God, on ‘the
sacrifice of the mass, private masses, and masses
for the dead—on all these and other topics they
declare that the writers can never acquiesce in
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what the book prescribes, and that they will suffer
banishment, imprisonment,  or - death, . rather
than ever comsent to do it.! From the: first,
Melancthon denounced the idea of establishing
such a formulary by law, as “ an -infatpated
project,” which would multiply, instead of heal-
ing divisions, :ﬁ’ would fill .the country with
insurrections tumults :. the very stones, he
said, would ery eut against it ; it would disgrace
the German churchesin the eyes of all the world ;
and could rzievor be supported but by mﬁnifest
tyranny, and unrelenting persecution. He im-
plores Almighty God, therefore, that such: per~
nicious counsels might never be adopted? In
shors, his opposition to it was so loud and
vehement that the emperor, regarding him as
the most formidable individual adversary that
he:had to encounter, ordered him to be seized,
and delivered up to him, as “ an enemy of the
public peace.”3 He was screened however by
Maurice, who appears to have secreted him for
some time in a3 m at Cell on the
Muldaw,* as the elcctor Frederic had done
Luther in the castle of Wartburg. But, as fax
as his own private dangers were concerned,
Melancthon was. unmoved amid the storm.
“ If I am called upon to answer,” he writes to
Camerarius,  though-l find that the emperor
is enraged against me, I shall simply ssy, thas
I cannot assent. to such delusions. And I will
not assent to them....I will-do to the end as I
have hitherto done ; wherever I go I will ex-
press the same sentiments ; I will aim to carry
about with me-a heart lifted up to God ;- and

! Consilia. ii. 1—100. 2 Ib. 5, 11, 15, 27, &c.

3 Camerar. Vit. Mel. § 78, 79, cum annotat.

¢ Ib. not. § 79. From this place some of his papers on
the Interim were written. ' ‘
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I will yet retain my wonted moderation, and
avoid exciting seditions.” !

The elosing sentence of this quotation will
be better understood, when it has been seen
how he was assailed by men of his own party,
for whom he did not go far enough, as well as
by those of the opposite party, for whom he
went much too far. But hitherto, assuredly,
we trace little of that ‘ weaknessand timidity ”
which he is said to have manifested, chiefly

rbaps because it is thought that he mus¢

ave done it, when deprived of the.support
of Luther. Rather, so far as we have yet gone,
we have reason to say that the mantle of Elijah
has fallen upon Elisha, and to adore that grace
of God which made Melancthon’s “ strength
proportioned to his exigencies, and raised a
man of his temperament to this tone of de-
termined vigour. :

. But the point on which Melancthon especially
gave dissatisfaction and offence to many of his

" brethren (who afterwards affected the name of

enuine Lutherans,) was, his maintaining, that
in things purely indifferent it was lawful, even
in matters of religion, to submit to the com-
mands of an earthly superior. The difficulties
attending this position, and the abuse to which
it may be liable, from the latitude with which
the term indifferent may be interpreted, are
obvious: they gave rise at this time to a
fierce controversy in Germany, characterised by
the arpellation adiaphoristic,? which bordered
closely on one afterwards carried on in England,
and which may thus claim our attention at a
future stage of bur progress. The spirit mani-
fested by Melancthon’s opponents will now be

1 Melch. Ad. in Vit. Mel. i. 165. ¢ Indifferential,
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universally condemned. “ Ratherthan yield sub«
mission,” exclaimed Flacius of M urg, the
principal leader of them, ‘“ we ought to see the
charches desolated, and to terrify our rulers with
the dread of insurrections.”! ith a great pro-
portion of my readers the question of interest
will relate, rather to the extent to which
Melancthon carried his concessions under the
name of conformity in things indifferent, than
to the principle itself which he thus admitted.
And here it is not to be denied that he has been
generally censured. Calvin, with whom he
kept up a friendly correspondence to the end
of his life, et‘ellls him, that he understood hehl:ag
“ sanctioned some gross corruptions, whic

tended to weaken and deform the church;™$

! Melch. Ad. i. 165.—Matteo Flacio Ilyricus, or the
Sclavonian, quitted his native country for the sake of re-
ligion, and settled in Germany. He was the princiral
compiler of the valuable ecclesiastical history intitled
Centurie Magdeburgenses, and the author of other esteemed
works. He was a man of learning and talents, but
intempente and violent. Melch. Ad. Vit. Flacii, i. 225.
M¢Cne’s Italy, 94. ,

2 It is striking, however, to observe the moderation
of Calvin on this subject. < It is lamentable to think how
the enemies of Christ exult at. your controversies with the
divines of Magdeburg...Excuse me if I cannot altogether
release you from blame—whence you may judge what heavy
accusations others bring against you. If you have shewn
yourself too ready to yield, yon must not wonder that you

are blamed for it : besides which, some of the things which .

you call indifferent are manifestly at variance with the word
of God. Some persons are perhaps too precise and scru-
pulous, and, as commonly happens when controversy takes
mce, inveigh against things in which there is no great evil,
t, if 1 have any understandiong in divine things, you ought
not to bave granted so much to the papists ; for in so doing
have loosed some of those things which God binds
in his word. 1 do not understand your saying that at
Magdeburg they raise contentions only about a surplices
for the use of surplices, and other follies are retained with
VOL. II. ]
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CHAP. and the current representation of modern
¥ writers may be given in the words of Dr.
Robertson : “ Many of the protestant ecclesi-
astics, whom Maurice consulted, proceeded to
class among the number of things indifferent,
several doctrines, which Luther had pointed
out as gross and pernicious errors in the
Romish creed ; and placing in the same rank
many of those rites which distinguished the
reformed from the popish worship, they ex-
horted their people to comply with the
emperor’s injunctions concerning these par- .
ticulars.”! How far Melancthon and his friends,
the persons- especially consulted by Maurice,
are justly exposed to these charges, or how far
they have suffered from the representations
of intemperate opponents, the reader will be
enabled in some degree to judge, from the

. extracts which it is proposed to lay before him
from the writings of this period; in giving
which, however, it is not my intention merely
to illustrate this point, but to exhibit the
doctrines maintained, and the spirit displayed,
by these confessedly moderate reformers, after
the impetuous and intemperate Luther (as
some have esteemed him,) was removed from
among them.

Doctrines The earlier articles of the Interim, “ on the

thonand . Creation and fall of man, original sin, and

hisfriends. recovery by Christ,” Melancthon and his friends
remark, might be allowed to pass without

them as well as with you. But good and pious men every
where lain that you have sanctioned corruptions
&c.” Calv. Melancthoni, in Weisman's Hist. Sacre, i. p.
1634. Hal. Magd. 1745.—It is observable, from the Jast
sentence, that the writer spoke much from the reports which
he had received from others.

1 Robertson, iv. 15.
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particular censure ;! but that concerning
Justification, they affirmed, subverted the very

81

A.D.
1548.

e e atnrng *

foundations of true doctrine. It taught, < that Justifica-
faith is only our preparation for justification ; "°™

that love follows, and by it a man is (made)
righteous,” or justified.  This,” say they,
“ is all onc with making us righteous for the
sake of our own works and virtues: and thus
the light of the true doctrine, that a man is
accounteq righteous, and accepted of God,
only for the sake of our Lord Jesus Christ, by
faith, is extinguished, and the darkness and
errors of past ages are introduced again.” ¢ St.
Paul's words, We are justified by faith, are
here made to mean, By faith we are prepared
to receive somewhat else whereby we are
justified. Thus is a manled away from Christ,
to reliance on himself, and deprived of the con-
solation provided for him in the Son of God.”?

They readily admit, that penitence, love, and
other graces must coexist - with faith, and
obedience follow in the justified man, yet not
these things but his faith in Christ, or reliance
on him alone, justifies him. “It is no strife.
of words, therefore,” they contend, ‘ to say,
that by faith omly we are justified. Other
virtues must be in us, but we place not our
confidence in them, (for they are all weak and
imperfect,) but only in the Son of Ged.”?

The necessity for this doctrine is feelingly
and beautifully traced out. “This is the
immutable truth of the gospel, plain and easy
to be understood, and necessary to be kept
constantly in view in all our attempts to
approach unto God. When you pray, it will
not prove sufficient for you to look into
1 Consil. ii. 30, 38.  * Ib. 9, 10, 17, 18, 26, 30, 38, &c.

3 1b. 31, 32, 33, 39, &c.
E ¢
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CEAP.  yourself, and require the existence of love and

other virtues, (though they must exist there ;)
but, besides these feeble and imperfect graces,
we must possess this true consolation, namely
an affiance in the Mediator, and a belief that
God is assuredly ready to accept us, and to
hear our cries and groans, and not to reject us.
And this confidence must be rested on the Son
of God, and not on our own holiness and
Christian graces.—All our virtues in this life
are weak and imperfect, and much evil and
corruption remain in our hearts. We must
needs therefore fly to the Mediator, lay hold
on him, and see ‘Frace and mercy ugh
him.—We are filled with horror at the view
of the greatness of our own sins and miseries,
and therefore are compelled, when we would
find peace of mind, to fly to the one only
Propitiator, whom God in infinite mercy and
wisdom hath proposed to us, and then, as the
apostle testifies, being justified by faith we have
peace with God.” !

And this doctrine, they affirm, “had not at
any time been wholly lost; though the devil,
from the very time of Adam’s fall and recovery,
had never relaxed his efforts to suppress it.
Even when most obscured, it was yet to be
traced in the experience, the spiritual exer-
cises, of all pious humble minds.2 In the
E'lotestant churches it was now so thoroughly

own and received, that the errors of the
Interim would be readily detected, and scarcely
an individual would be found to listen to that
work.3”

The rejection of the true doctrine by those
who compiled the Interim is traced, in great

* Consil. ii. 33, 39, 40, &c. * Ib. 36, 40, 52. 3 Ib. 39, 41,
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measure, to their erroneous views of the nature
of faith. They understood by it nothing more
than & meére historical assent. Hence they
maintained that faith might exist without love,
and in persons who were living in sin ; and ¢ that
this is still no less faith, if only it acknowledge
right doctrine.” ! And hence again, in manifest
contradiction to the. scriptures, they scarcel
recztl)tzxed faith among the graces of the Spint
at all.

Of many of the popish practices, and par-
ticularly of the invocation of saints, they speak
as “ gross and horrible idolatry.” It is
certain that the invocation of saints, and flying
to i , is one of the greatest abuses and
idolatries of these later ages. This heathenish
custom, it is true, soon crept into the church—
an argument of the weakness of human
nature, and of the facility with which man is
withdiawn from the true worship of God.”—
The proof that the invocation of saints is
idolatrous is thus concisely stated. ‘ Prayer
to an invisible and absent being attributes to
that being the power of knowing the heart—
a power exclusively divine. Therefore prayers
to saints are idolali:lronllls.';&k the 4

The passages which s e determination
of the writer and his friends to adhere to the
truth, and to reject so insidious a work as
the Interim, by whatever power imposed, are
numerous and striking. “ To renounce the
trath of the gospel, after having clearly known
it, and to join ourselves with those who per-
secute it, would amount to the unpardonable
sin: in which may God mercifully prevent our
ever involving ourselves! And, though wars

1 Precisely Bp. Bull’s principle.
t Consil. ii. 26, 31, 32, 33,38, 3 1Ib, 22,29, 42,49, 107.

A.D.
1548.

Invocation
of saints.

Resolution
of Melanc-
thon and

his friends.
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and desolation be threatened in cise we refuse,
we ought to make more account of the com-
mandment of God than of all such evils.”
« As no creature either in heaven or earth can
change the wondrous counsel of God revealed
in the gospel, so, by his help, we will still set
forth the same doctrine concerning faith and
good works, which we have taught in these
churches for many years past: for it is most
clearly revealed in the holy scriptures, divinely
vouchsafed unto us.” ¢ Our sentiments being
asked, we cannot but deliver them unequivo-
cally, though we would do it with the meekness
and moderation which become Christians : and,
for the dangers which we may incur by so
doing, we will commend ourselves to the
almighty and eternal God, the Father of our
Redeemer and Saviour, Jesus Christ.”—Writing
singly, Melancthon says, ¢ Never will I burden
my conscience by sanctioning this book.” < I
will by no means give my assent to it, though
I know there are those who thirst for my
blood. But I support myself with the hope
of divine protection, and the comfort of a good
conscience.”! .

To the churches of Berlin and' the neigh-
bourhood, Melancthon and Bugenhagius write :
“You ask, supposing the Interim should be
proposed to you, what you should answer?
The language of truthis simple: answer, that
you will faithfully observe the scheme of doctrine
formerly promulgated by your elector, and
cannot consent to change it. If ke thinks he
can interpret the new book in conformity with
it, and chooses to make that representation to
the emperor, say, that you presume not to

1 Consil. ii. 36, 41, 54, 66, 95.
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tictate to him upon the subject, but that you

must yourselves preserve the old formulgries.” !
We find also, in the wishes and

56
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Their de-

of Melancthon and his friends at tgis time, pchment

much of that detachment from worldly and
political views, whi¢ch characterized the early
days of the reformation. They were willing
that the protestant princes should act acocording
to their own judgment of things, and leave
their divines to follow their consciences, and
to take the consequenees. Thus they jointly
write to Maurice : “ The government will con-
sider, and -determine for itself, what it can and
ought to do for the grotecﬁon of the ehurehes.
For ourselves, as individuals, we are prepared,
God being our helper, for exile or whatever
other punishment may follow.” And thus to
the divines of Strasburg: “ To all who have
asked advice of us, we have written uniformly,
that we would recommend the pastors of the
churches to keep their deliberations quite
detached from those of the political governors,
and to answer plainly and distinctly, that they
will not change their doctrine, or receive the
pew formulary—it being our part, as divines, to
deteet and guard inst every corruption
of doctrine. But lét the civil rulers, of whom

worldly
views.

many are ignorant of Christian truth, and -

others dislike it, return the emperor such
answers as they think proper. Thus the pas-
tors deliver their own consciences, less change
is made in the churches, we avoid every thi
that can be deemed seditious or violent,

we retain our confession of faith.—The most
upriglit ministers of the gospel incur unknown
odium, when onee they attempt to exercise

1 Consil. ii, §6. or Epist. i. 80.
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”

political power. It belongsnot to our ministry.
—To the same purport Melancthon wrote to
Snesﬁus of Tubingen, and to Matthias Luther
syndic of Nordhausen: and thus to another
friend, in the year 1549 : ¢ Many exclaim that

" peace is to be preferred before our doubtful

disputations. ut, where it is evident that
some doctrines are corrupted and others ob-
scured, I will never burden my conscience by
concurrence. Let others arrange the affairs
of kingdoms, and of the church, as they will,
or as ﬁxey can, (Christ says, My kingdom is not
of this world,) 1 will still speak my sentiments,
ough with moderation, wherever I may be.—
If you may be allowed, without expressly
approving the Interim, to preach the
as you have hitherto done, and are not
required to change the administration of the
Lord’s supper, then your conscience is not
burdened, though your rulers may sanction
the book.”}

Is it any thing less than shkocking, to find
men, who were speaking, writing, acting in
this manner, assailed by professed brethren, as
‘betrayers of the truth, “ vipers in the bosom
of the church,” and, in certain respeets at
lcast, ‘‘ worse than papists ?”

We will close this account of the opposition
made by Melancthon and his friends to.the
‘Interim, with the heads of a private memo-
randum which he had drawn up for his own
use. ‘Here he thus recounts the reasons urged
for cbm’glhiance with the imperial edict. .

1. That. it is becoming to promote agree-
aent, where.the main points are granted us.

¢ 2. That .it is & duty to seek the extension

! Consil, 53, 58, 73, 03, 95.
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of the gospel to other nations, which will be
promoted by this conciliation.

“ 3. That we ought not to contend for
trifles.

« 4. That the apostles conceded some things
to the Jews. That the emperor wishes to serve
the church, &ec.”
ofln opposition to these he states the heads

arguments against compliance.

“ He that does not co me shall not be
O oy 2o teach anoth 1, let b

“ If any one another gospel, let him
be anathema.

¢ Flee from idolatry.

“ Be not unequally yoked with unbelicvers.

“ Vlghat fellowship is there between God and

¢ If any man love not the Lord Jesus Christ,
let him be anathema.

“ To oppose known truth is blasphemy.

“ We shall have to concur in the severities
that will be :used to enforce these articles.
For.example, if any pastor will not pray to
saints, or approve masses for the dead, or carry
.bi.l:ti the consecrated wafer, he must be ex-
P Be not partaker of other men’s sins.” .

And, in direct answer to the four reasons for
compliance stated above, he remarks on them
meeeaivlely as follows. cocd

« 1. ¢ It is beeoming to promote concord '~
if it. be done without injury to truth, and
without bringing confusion into our churches.

“% ‘It is a duty to seek the extension
of the gospel’—but it must be of the gospel,
. = The apostles yielded thi

“3. < The es yie some things’—
and thereforea‘:: must yield many things.

57
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Bat it is written, Flee from idolatry—and from

unjust persecution.

Melanc-
thon’s cone
cessions.

Episcopal
Jjurisdic-
tion.

* 4. The emperor’s professions are specious :
but the aim is, to establish popery, and the
worship of bread.”*

Here we gain access into Melancthon’s
study, and are permitted to trace his most
secret thoughts. Thus do we see him forti-
f{mg his mind against sophistry by the plain

ictates of scripture, and ring himself
“ to answer every man,” at this trying crisis.

We will now offer some illustration of that
“ moderation ” of Melancthon, which exposed
him to censure, and of the manner in which
he limited his concessions concerning things
¢ indifferent.”
. We have seen that he allowed the opening
articles of the Interim, on the fall man,
original sin, and our reomr{'hby Christ, to
pass without reprehension. ese subjects
were indeed treated but slightly ; but the ﬁult
was that of defect rather than of positive error.

On' the subject of ezweopal Jumdmtnon, he
seems to bave been disposed, on
admit more than many thought could be gn.nted
consistently with the safety of the reformation :2
for he ever entertained serious apprehemsions
from that relaxation, or dissolution, of authority-
in the protestant churches, which perliaps pvoved
one means of preparing the way for that de
ture from the Christian verity, which has
prevailed to so fearful an extent in Genmmy.
Yet his concessions were always accompanied
with the stipulation, that the bishops should

1 Consil. ii. 35. ¢ Vol. i. 56, 94.
3 Rose's Sermons on the State of the proteaunt Ghurches
on the Coitinent. 1826.
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tolerate the protestants, and grant ordination
to their ministers.—His willingness to acknow-
ledge a certain supremacy in the pope, under
the like limitation, will now be considered by
all protestants as erroneous and dangerous in
the extreme. The idea of an universal sove-
reign on earth over the whole church was a
chimers, without the shadow of foundation in
scripture, incompatible with the well-being of
society in the various independent states of the
world, and the parent of one of the direst
nies that ever cursed the earth. Melanc-
and his friends felt, indeed, that many
objectionable things were introduced into the
Interim on the subject of the church and the
power of the bishops, but, “as the language
was general, and admitted of different interpre-
tations,” they would not advise the elector to
make a stand at this point.! They spoke to the
same effect concerning “ confirmation and unc-~
tion,” though they expressed great offence at
seeing these rites advanced to the rank of
sacraments, and they protested decidedly against
concurring in such modes of administering
them as they style “ magical consecrations.” 2
Addressing Maurice at Augsburg before the
Interim bad passed the diet, they say : “ Though
it may already sufficiently appear what we ad-
mit, and what we are constrained utterly to con-
demn in this book, yet, that all may perceive.
how anxious we are for peace and agreement,
we will briefly recapitulate the substance of our
statements. The blessed doctrine of faith we
neither may nor can change, nor will we sanc-
tion false worship in the churches. . We agree
to observe the ceremonies ordained pro tempore

! Consil. ii. 7, 19, 41, 57. 2 Ib, 43, 44.

A. D.
1548.

Things
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——the lessons, the hymns, the use of vestments

X-__ and other ancient and becoming rites; as also

the holidays, (or festivals,) and the regulations
subservient to discipline and useful exercises.”
They lay it down, however, that nothing, which
eould be considered as “ a species of worship,”
was ever to be introduced without the express
sauction of the word of God : and on this
ground they reject the various popish services
which we have before seen them condemning.—
Again, in their copious memorial to the same
prince after the publication of the Interim:  In
our churches the principal ceremonies condu-
cive to good order are retained, as the observa-
tion of the sabbath and the customary festivals,
the regular course of lessons and psalmody, !
slightg varied. These becoming observances
we will use our endeavours to perpetuate : and,
if in things of this kind, of an indy'erent nature,
on the suggestion and grave deliberation of-
those to whom the government of the churches
is committed, other observances should be pro-
posed and appointed, which may conduce to a
similarity of rites, and good discipline, we -will
readily concur in them ; for we have no wish
to contend on such points: but at the same
time we must guard, with the most anxious cir-
eumspection, against the distinction being lost,
as it was in the preceding ages, between these
unessential and indifferent things, (as they are
styled,) and those which constitute the true
worship of Almighty God.” ? :
- In other papers Melancthon endeavours to
justify the course which, he and his friends. had
adopted. It was urged against them, that,

1 Lectiones, cantiones, &c.
$ Consil. 1. 25, 48, 49, 51, 52, 74.
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when changes were once admitted, it was im-
possible to say how far they would be carried ;
and that “it w:; scandalous to enc?u dl:h;ir
enemies by such an appearance of yielding.”
He replies, that they had ¢ suﬁcient{; defined
the things in which they could concede; and
that submission in such things, made for the
sake of retaining the essential truth of the
gospel, was more becoming than proudly to
throw up their situations, to desert the churches,
and to give occasion to the people to say, that
by obstinacy in trifles their ministers had ex-
posed them to the horrors of a military occupa-
tion of their country.” ¢ Which of the two,” he
asks, “acts the most Christian part, the hard
unyielding man, who, that he may gain the
praise of constancy, deserts the church in her
exigency, rather than change his garment, or
he who, in order that the church may be undis-
turbed and her devotions uninterrupted, sub-
mits to things, not indeed agreeable to his
wishes, but yet not contrary to piety >—These
bardy and vehement spirits,” he observes,
“ often neglect or obstruct more essential duties,
while they raise disturbances about trifies.”—
It was further objected, that such a submission
was a surrender of Christian liberty. He an-
swers that Christian liberty relates to far higher
things : and laments that men set a value on
the unrestrained gratification of their own wills,
which savoured little of Christian humility.
“The kingdom of God,” he says, “consists in,
true faith, prayer, hope, love, patience, purity,
righteousness ; and without these inward graces,
external liberty in meats, and vestments, and
other things of that kind, is not Christian liberty,
bat a new kind of civil polity, only more agree

able to the people, because 1t lays them under
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fewer restraints. We ought the more meekly
to bear a degree of servitude, provided it in-
volve nothing eontrar{ to piety, because we have
certainly abused the plea of liberty.”—Some ap-
Klied to the question S. Paul's words, “If I

uild again that which I destroyed, I make my-
self a transgressor.”. But S. Paul, he observes,
“ was unquestionably right in all that he had.
done as an apostle : we, with all our infirmities,
and amid the difficulties of the new situation in
which we were placed, might not always be
right. Hence the practice varies in different
places ; and pious rulers and pastors have desired
to see greater uniformity, and have regretted
the abolition of useful observances.” ¢ Let us,”
he says, * confess that we are men, and that we
may have said and done some things without
sufficient circumspection. And, if there are
instances of this kind, let us not be unwilling
to correct our errors:.and, as discord has al-
ready deeply injured us, let us put a charitable
construction on each others’ conduct, consult
for the common tranquillity, and, as far as
plt:asibllle,l soothe the sorrows of the afflicted
church.”

1 Letter to Francfort on the Oder, Jan. 29, 1549. Consil,
ii. 81—86. or Epist. i. 82. I do not any where distinctly
trace in Melancthon’s vindication of himself, and answers to
his opponents, the principle which Thuanus, F. Paul, and
Melchior Adam concur in ascribing to Flacius, and which is,
I presume, the fundamental principle of modern dissent,
namely, that things prescribed by authority become, as pres-
cribed, unlawful, hawever indiﬂyerent or even laudable in
themselves. 1 can understand the man who says, ¢l think
my allegignce to Christ, the great head of the church,
obliges me to refuse compliance with all buman prescriptions
in religious matters,” and can respect his conscientiousness,
though I think bim mistaken: but, if there were those,
who, without advancing any such principle, adopted the
violent language of Flacius, “‘ Let us see all the churchea
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But his letter to the rs of Hamburg;
who, he obeerves, were er removed from
the scene of danger, and on that account perhaps
the more readily censured his concessions, will
give us the best view of the case—of the situa-
tion of the Saxon churches, of the nature of the
concessions made, and of the Christian meek:
ness with which Melancthon defended his own
conduct respecting them. We shall therefore
conclude our present subject by laying a con-
siderable part of it before the reader. It is dated
April 16, 1549, and signed jointly by Bugen-
hagius and Melancthon.

“ Reverend and dear friends—We feel not at
all hurt by your lovingly admonishing and even
reproving us ; for these are necessary duties of
friendship, especially in the church of Christ.
We only desire, that, in formin%a judgment
becoming your prudence, your character, and
your kindness for us, you would take a candid

deserted, and terrify our rulers with the dread of insurrec-
tion, rather than comply in the least particular;” with such
men I could cherish no sympathy, nor even comprehend
the principles on which they professed to act.

We may here add, that, after considering the care with
which Melancthon reatricted his compliance to things really
indifferent in themselves, there seems little propriety in his
adversaries affecting the name of ‘¢ genuine Lutherans,” on
the ground of their opposition to him in this particular: for
he would seem to have been acting only on Luther's constant
peinciple, that, provided sound doctrine and pure worship
were allowed, we were not to contend about minor points.—
See vol. i. 56, 232, 494, &c.

I am happy to find the conclusions to which Ihave come,
concerning 'Ze conduct of Melanothon and Flacius, respec-
tively, in the adiaphoristic controversy, fully confirmed by
Dr. Cox, in his life of Melencthon, c. xi. The original docu-
ments, he , “will prove amply sufficient to furnish the
defence ” omelmcd:on. This judgment, pronounced om
such a question by a respectable and learned dissenter, must

carry great weight with it.
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CHAP. view of our conduct, and not hastily condemn

X.__ old friends, who for more than twenty years
have sustained great labours and conflicts in
the sacred cause of religion......

“ First, allow us to inform you, that, through
the goodness of God, the same doctrine is still
heard in our churches and schools as we have
for so many years professed in common with

u. And, as we are assured that this doctrine
18 the eternal truth of God, and the constant
doctrine of his real church, it is our determina-
tion never in any point to change it. For this
very object of preserving our doctrine and wor-

ip unaltered, we have had sharp conflicts to
maintain, during the present year, with persons
of great talents, and high consideration in our
country. These, we trust, are no ambiguous
testimonies of our steadfastness, seeing we incur,
for the sake of our principles, odium and dan
with which they are little acquainted, s
living at ease, and surrounded with thei