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AUTHOR'S PREFACE.

HaviNg attempted in my book entitled *“ Martin Luther, His
Life and Writings,” 2 vols., 1875, to combine all the material
given in the present work, with- the requisite historical and
critical authorities, and to indicate the subject matter of all the
separate writings of Luther, I now offer this life-picture of Luther
to the wide circle which we designate as the cultured readers of
Germany. Those who may desire a fuller statement of the indi-
vidual facts, and their verification, are respectfully referred to
that larger work. In only a few instances have I been led by
later investigations to make any material change in previous
statements.

On the Anniversary of the Ninety-five Theses of Luther,
October 31, 1881.

J. Kosruiy,
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PREFACE OF THE AMERICAN EDITOR.

“ AT last we have a Life of Luther which deserves the name.
. . . . for such a biography Europe has waited till the eve of the
four hundredth anniversary of his birth.”

It was thought eminently proper that the book thus noticed by
the distinguished historian Froude, should be put into the hands
of English-reading admirers of the mighty Luther, and it is ac-
cordingly hereby presented to them. It was also thought pecu-
liarly proper that it should appear in this year, in which uncounted
multitudes in almost every quarter of the world are celebrating
the 4o00th anniversary of his birth, which occurs on November 10,
1883. And it is considered highly becoming that the translation
should be made and published in the United States, in which we
have now probably a million of English readers connected with
the Lutheran communion.

With all its acknowledged excellencies, I am still somewhat
apprehensive that the book will disappoint the expectations of a
class of readers far too large, whose taste has been vitiated by
some biographies of Luther presented in a style too dramatic, and
who are constantly looking for unwholesome mental excitement,
instead of true, solid, historic information. This book differs from
all other popular biographies of Luther, in developing the inner
life of the man, and in presenting briefly his ideas on all the great
subjects on which he wrote. Everybody has read in other biog-
raphies that Luther has written, for instance, “An Address to
the Christian Nobility,” “ On the Babylonian Captivity,” “ Popery
the Work of Satan,” and many others, without knowing anything
more than the titles; but in this book the reader will find an
analysis of each important writing, and thus learn what Luther
really said. This course necessarily divests the book of that
superficial, and I may say, dramatic character which is the chief
attraction of so many popular lives, however good and reliable
they may otherwise be. Our book requires the reader to exer-

(xix)



XX PREFACE TO THE AMERICAN EDITION.

cise his powers of attention, and sometimes his close scrutiny, in
order to appreciate the full meaning. Hence, to some, it is feared,
it will be a dull book. But it was not written for that class of
readers, and hence the author, in his brief preface which appears
on a preceding page, says: “I now offer this life-picture of Luther
to the wide circle which we designate as the cwltured readers of
Germany.”

The work of translation was committed by the editor to differ-
ent hands in order to have the book published during this year.
An attempt has been made to harmonize the slight diversities in
style, but in looking over the printed pages, after it was too late
to make more changes, I regret to observe some sentences that
might be improved, and some German idioms that might be more
Anglicized. Still, the translation is fair, and presents the meaning
of the original distinctly enough.

The publishers have omitted the plates by which the original
is illustrated as not adapted to our American taste, although they
are intcresting and valuable as specimens of the wood engraving
of the Reformation age, for they are mostly fac simile copies of
the masters of those times. In place of them, some modern and
artistically finished illustrations have been substituted, which we
are certain will secure the approbation of our patrons.

Some pages of fac simile chirography of some of the Reformers
have also been omitted, because the reproduction of them would
contribute nothing to the value of the narrative.

The Luther likeness which we offer is somewhat different from
those which are common in the books. It represents our hero
in the full maturity of his manhood, and in the stern simplicity
of his character. It was selected from the editor’s private collec-
tion of Luther likenesscs, and is a copy of a copper plate engrav-
ing, admirably executed for that day; for its date is the sccond
century after the Reformation, and is hence 183 years old.

We thus send forth this volume, which we hope will be properly
esteemed by the Church, and be regarded as a valuable contribu-
tion to the monumental honors to Martin Luther by which this
year will be distinguished.

JouN G. MoRRIs.
Lutherville, Md., September 1, 188 3.
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CHAPTER 1.

BIRTH AND PARENTS.

MARTIN LuTHER was born at Eisleben on the 1oth of No-
vember, 1483. He was the first child of his young parents, Hans
and MARGARET Luper. The father was working in the mines at
that place, for a livelihood. Shortly before this event, they had
moved to Eisleben from Mohra, the old ancestral home. The
village, also called More and More in the ancient chronicles, lies
between the low hills in which the Thuringian forest mountains
terminate whilst extending westward towards Werrethal, six
miles south of Eisenach, and about three miles north of Salzun-
gen, near the present Werra railroad, which unites these two
towns. Thus Luther originates from the very centre of Ger-
many. The Elector of Saxony was the civil ruler of that coun-
try.

Mohra was a modest village, without even a resident priest,
and had only a chapel, which was an outpost of the neighboring
parish of Hausen. But the population consisted for the most
part of substantial farmeérs, who owned dwellings, barns, horses
and cattle. Besides their farming operations, mining was pur-
sued in the fifteenth century, and copper ore was quarried, of
which the still existing piles of dross and slate give ample evi-
dence. The soil was not productive for farming, much of it being
boggy or moory, from which the name of the place is derived.
Those who owned the land and cultivated it, were compelled to
labor severely. They were a robust and rude people.

Luther descended from this agricultural community. He once
thus expressed himself to his friend Melanchthon, “1 am a far-
mer’'s son; my father, grandfather and ancestors were all real
farmers,” upon which Melanchthon playfully observed, that if
Luther had remained at the home of his forefathers, he might
perhaps have become the magistrate of.the village, or an overseer
of the others around him. There were several families of this
name in Mé6hra and in the vicinity. The name at that time was
written Luder also Ludher, Liider and Leuder. The present

(27)



28 . LIFE OF LUTHER.

form we first find proceeding from Luther himself, after he had
become a professor at Wittenberg, before he entered upon his
reformation controversies, and from him first the other branches
of the family adopted it. The name is not originallya family
name, but a personal name equivalent to Lothar, which accord-
ing to its etymology means, one who is distinguished as a leader.

The family was doubtless very ancient, and a very remarkable
coat of arms has descended as an heir-loom, for some generations.
One side represents a cross-bow, with two roses near it. Itis to
be seen on the seal of his brother Jacob, at the present time, on
documents once in his possession. The origin of this coat of
arms is unknown. The composition would lead to the conclusion
that the family had been absorbed by another, or that two fam-
ilies held property in common.

We have documents that are cotemporaneous with Luther’s
life, which show that even some of his own relatives partook of
the rude character of the farmers of Mohra, and were always
ready to protect themselves even with their fists. This family
firmly maintained its reputation for boldness during many years,
and amid the severe calamities and terrible convulsions which
befel Mohra particularly in the Thirty Years’ \WVar, At the
present time there are extant three Luther families at that place,
all of whom are farmers even to this day. Theore are some per-
sons who imagine that there exists a remarkable likeness to the
facial features of Martin Luther in the surviving members of this
family. Not less significant is the fact, that one who is well ac-
quainted with the population, discerns in them a general and
peculiar sensibility and determination of will. The house which
Luther's grandfather inhabited, or rather that which was after-
ward built upon the site of the one formerly occupied by him, is
still pointed out, but without any positive certainty. Near this
old family dwelling there has been erected a bronze statue of
Luther.

Hans, Luther’s father grew up to manhood in Mohra. His
grandfather's name was Heine, an abbreviation of Heinrich; we
hear nothing of him during Luther’s life time. His grandmother
died in 1521, The family name of Hans’ wife was Ziegler. We
afterwards find near relatives of hers in Eisenach. The opinion
long entertained that her maiden name was Lindeman, originates
from the error of changing her name with that of I.uther's grand-
mother.
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The inducement which led Hans to settle in Eisleben was the
prospect of securing support by laboring in the mines, which
were at that time in a prosperous condition at that place. The
mines at Eisleben and generally those in the Duchy of Mansfeld,
to which Eisleben belonged, were very productive, and were vig-
orously operated, which was not the case with those at Mohra.

Soon after this two new additions were built to the town of
Eisleben, rendered necessary by the immigration of miners.
Hans, as far as we know, had two brothers and probably some
sisters, among whom the paternal estate was to be divided. He
was the oldest of the brothers, of whom one, Heinz, the owner
of a farm, was still living in 1540, ten years after the death of.
Hans. But in Mohra the right of primogeniture by which the
paternal estate falls to the oldest son did not exist, but either an
equal division was made, or as was the custom in other places,
the property fell to the youngest. An observation of Luther
made in later times would lead to the same conception, that ac-.
cording to civil law the youngest son was the heir of the paternal
property. This might have awakened in the mind of the farmer's
son, an inclination to seek more ample remuneration in anoth.r
place and in another sphere of labor. In carrying out this pur-
pose, he gave evidence of the self-reliant, enterprising, energst'c
character of the family to which he belonged.

We dare not here pass by the fact, that another reason has
been given by some for his departure from the paternal home.
Frequently, even in our days, and by Protestant writers also, it
has been maintained that the father of our reformer fled from
Mohra on account of the commission of a heinous crime. The
fact is simply this: During the life time of Luther, his friend Jonas
was embroiled in a violent controversy with a Catholic opponent,
named Witzel, who said: “I could call the father of your Luther
a murderer.” More than twenty years afterwards, an unknown
author of a book published in Paris, called the reformer, “the
son of the Mohraen Murderer.” In that and the following cen-
turies, neither friend nor foe could find any trace of such a report.
It was only in the beginning of the ecighteenth century that all
of a sudden, and in an official report on the mines of Mohra, an
assertion was made, founded upon an oral legendary tradition,
that Luther's father had accidentally killed a man with his own
bridle, who was watching his horses in the pasture. Even in our
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days some travelers have heard the story related by some inthabi-
tants of Mohra, and the very meadow in which the terrible event
occurred was pointed out. It is only on account of the claim to
importance which this tradition has lately made, and not because
i1 can in any way be established, that allusion is made to it
&' this time. For of that which may now be heard related in
Mohra, nothing was known until twenty or thirty years ago by
the residents; but it was first introduced by strangers, and since
then it has undergone various modifications. The flight of a felon
from the Saxon Mohra into the Duchy of Mansfeld, which bor-
ders upon it very closely, and at the same time was subject to
Saxon jurisprudence, was absurd, and is not at all consistent with
the respectable official positon which Hans Luther very soon ac-
quired, as we shall see hereafter. The very fact that this report,
upon which Witzel based his accusation, was not unknown to his
opponents, connected with the other fact that they never made
any other use of it, is a clear proof that they had no confidence
in the truth of it themselves. Luther, during his life, was com-
pelled to hear from them, that his father was a heretical Bohe-
mian ; that his mother was a common, loose woman; that he
nimself was nothing but a brat, begotten by the devil from his
mother. How much rather would they not have spoken of his
father as a murderer, if they had had good ‘grounds? We can-
not determine what may have given rise to the report of the bad
character of the father. Nothing more is known than the two
ancient intimations alluded to above, and even they do not indi-
cate any connection between the alleged crime and the removal
to Eisleben.

The mother carefully cherished in her memory the day as well
as the hour of the birth of her first born. It was between 11 and
12 at night. According to the prevailing custom of the times,
the child was baptized on the same day and in St. Peter’s church.
1t was Saint Martin's day, and the infant was named after him.
The house of his birth is still remembered in Eisleben; it is situ-
ated in the lower part of the town, very near the church above
named. Various destructive conflagrations which have devas-
tated Eisleben have left this house undisturbed, and yet of the
original building there now stand only the walls of the ground
story; a room facing the street is still shown as the one in
which the reformer first saw the light. The church, soon after
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his birth, was rebuilt, and then received the name of Peter and
Paul; the present baptismal font is said to be a relic of the an-
cient edifice.

When the boy was six months old, the parents moved to the
town of Mansfeld, several miles distant from Eisleben. The
rush of miners to the latter place, will easily explain why the
expectations of Luther’s father were not there fulfilled, and why
he hoped for better success at the other most important locality
of that productive mining district. Here, in the town of Mans-
feld, or, as it was called Valley of Mansfeld, on account of its
position and to distinguish it from the Monastery of Mansfeld,
he became associated with a population which was exclusively
devoted to mining labor. The place lies on the borders of a
stream, hemmed in between hills, which are the initiatory emi-
nences of the Hartz. Above it towered the beautiful, imposing
castle of the Dukes, to whom the place belonged. The character
of the landscape is more severe, the atmosphere less temperate,
than that of the vicinity of Mohra. The population of the Hartz
region is in general more rude than that of Thuringia.

In the beginning, Luther's parents were compelled also in
Mansfeld to encounter many difficulties. Luther in later years
once said, “my father was a poor hewer,* the mother carried all
her wood upon her back, so that she might warm and rear us;
their life was one of severe toil and extreme privation; at the
present day, people would not hold out long in the midst of such
suffering.” We must not forget, that gathering and carrying
wood in that way was at that time less than at present a sign of
poverty. Gradually their circumstances improved. All the mines
belonged to the Dukes, who rented out certain portions, called
smelting fires or ovens, giving to some contractors hereditary
leases, and to others temporal. Hans Luther was by this time
able to secure two ovens, but only for a definite period. He
must have risen faster in the esteem of his fellow-citizens than in
his temporal circumstances. The magistracy of the village con-
sisted of a justice of the peace, a so-called Master of the Valley,
and the Four “of the Congregation.”{ Among these Four ones,
we find his name in a public document as early as 1491. The

* They called themselves mine hewers, slate hewers.
t Literally The Four ones— Quartette would not convey the idea.
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number of his children became large enough to keep him in con-
stant anxiety about their support and training. There were at
least seven of them, for we know three brothers and three sisters
of our Luther. This family of Luthers did not elevate itself to
the rank of the rich families of Mansfeld, who possessed heredi-
tary smelting fires, from which grade alone the Valley Masters
were chosen. But the Luthers were in daily intercourse with
them in business transactions, and to some extent were on inti-
mate social terms with them. The old Luther was also person-
ally acquainted with the Dukes, and stood high in their esteem.
In 1520, when the most calumnious reports concerning his origin
were put in circulation by his enemies, the reformer publicly ap-
pealed to this personal acquaintance of his father and of himself
with the Dukes. Hans Luther, in the course of time, became the
owner of a respectable dwelling house in the principal street of
the village. Although frequent alterations have been made in it,
a small portion of the original structure remains to the present
day. We still see a doorway with a circle neatly hewn out of
sandstone, which above bore the Lutheran coat of arms with a
cross-bow and roses, and the inscription 1330. Doubtless, Hans’
son Jacob had the stone circle placed in that position, in the year
in which his father died, when he took possession of the house.
In later times, the stone has become so disintegrated that the
arms and inscription are scarcely discernible.

We first become acquainted with the personal characteristics
of the parents, after they had participated in the reputation and
celebrity of their son. On different occasions, they visited him
at Wittenberg. They conducted themselves modestly and with
dignity among his friends. Melanchthon reports of the father,
that he everywhere secured respect and affection, from the purity
of his character and behavior. Of the mother he says, that the
worthy woman was distinguished for all matronly virtues, genuine
piety, and daily intercourse with God in prayer. Luther’s friend,
Court preacher Spalatin, designated her as an unusually pious,
exemplary woman. The Swiss Kessler, in 1522, describes both
parents as being small in person, far outreached by the son Mar-
tin in “size and bodily proportion.” He says of their complex-
ion, that it was of a “brownish hue.”

Five years later, Lucas Cranach painted the likenesses of both,
which are yet to be seen on the Wartburg; they are the only
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ones now extant.* The features of the faces of both have a cer-
tain degree of austerity and decrepitude, the result of long years
of severe struggle and toil. The mouth and eyes of the father
indicate an expression of active energy and firm decision. He
also, as his son Martin observed, maintained to his old age, “a
vigorous and enduring bodily constitution.” The mother has
more the appearance of being exhausted by years, but yet sub-
missive, calm and reflective; her meagre face and prominent
cheek bones bear the aspect of energy tempered with mildness.
‘Spalatin was astonished, the first time he saw her in 1522, at the
striking resemblance between her and her son, in the features of
the face and in general attitude of the body. In fact, there is a
certain likeness between him and her picture, in the eyes and the
lower part of the face. From what we have heard of the per-
sonal appearance of some of the Luthers living in Mohra in later
times, there must have been a strong likeness running through
the whole family.

*Strange to say, in later years, and even in our own times, a picture of
Martin Luther's wife, in her old age, has been wrongly taken for a like-
ness of his mother.

3



CHAPTER 1II.

LUTHER AS CHILD AND SCHOOL—-BOY, TO I§OI.

THERE is an entire absence of authentic testimony, beyond his
own account, of the early training and mental development of the
child of these parents in Mansfeld, as well as of the surrounding
circumstances in which he lived, and of the external influences to
which he was subject. To whom, at that place, did it ever occur
that this obscure lad would become the subject of future history ?
In reference to this matter, we can only employ some of his own
incidental and occasional expressions, which we meet in his
writings, or which have been reported from his own lips by his
friends, as Melanchthon, or Ratzeberger, his physician, in later
days, or his pupil, Mathesius, and others. They are very imper-
fect; but still sufficient for a comprehension of the state and
growth of his inner life, which prepared him for his future voca-
tion. And significant and important may we regard the fact, tha
his opponents, who from the beginning of his Reformation con-
tests have sedulously traced his origin, and endeavored to find
something unfavorable to him in that relation, have never yet
brought to light any historical facts concerning his childhood
and early youth. He had many enemies at the place of his home
and that of his parents, and besides one branch of the Mansfeld
Dukes continued in the Church of Rome, and naturally opposed
the Reformation and Luther; and yet they have never discov-
ered anything relating to the history of his early youth. This
shows distinctly that there were at least no unfavorable reports
to be traced to the home of his parents or his own juvenile years
to be brought up against him in after life. In the absence of
anything they could themselves find out, some of them have ab-
solutely taken pains to pervert to his disadvantage a portion of
that information which we have received from himself.

We sometimes speak of a paradise of childhood. Luther him-
self, subsequently, was rejoiced and edified by the cheerfulness of
children, who know nothing of the anxieties of the body or the
spirit, and who happily and freely enjoy the favors of their God.

(34)
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Yet, in the reminiscences of his own life, there is not reflected the
sunshine of such a childhood, so far as he has expressed them.
The children, especially the first born, were compelled to partici-
pate in the privations which the parents at first endured in Mans-
feld. As they spent their days in severe labor, and practised the
most stringent self-denial, so the whole tone of the household
was austere and exacting. The straightforward, faithful, and in-
dustrious father had honestly resolved to make an able man of
his son, who eventually became greater than himself; demanded
also from him everything a son owed to his father, and strenu-
ously insisted upon the recognition of his own paternal dignity
and authority. After his death, the Reformer in touching words
spoke of the tender regard which his father showed for him, and
the affectionate intercourse which he enjoyed with him. But
there is nothing surprising in the fact, if in his early youth, which
demands the most tender solicitude, he experienced the immode-
rate severity of the father. He was, says he, once so severely
chastised by him that he fled, and became alienated from him
until the father won him back again. In conversations on the
training of children, Luther also quoted his own mother as an
example of parents who overstep the bounds of moderation in
punishment, even with the best intention; who make no discrim-
ination, and who have no regard to the degree of the enormity
of the transgression, or to the various dispositions of children.
His mother once beat him so severely as to make the blood flow,
merely because he had taken an insignificant nut. In the disci-
pline of children, he remarks, there must be a judicious discrim-
ination, and they should not be treated with equal severity for
committing a fault about a nut, or a cherry, as for stealing money
or anything else valuable. His parents he says, meant it all well ;
but they confined him so closely, and treated him so harshly,
that he became shy and timorous. What he experienced was not
heartless cruelty, which blunts the juvenile mind, and prompts
it to secret crafty devices. This well meant austerity, which
really was grounded on moral earnestness, engendered in him a
sternness, as well as tenderness of conscience, which led him after-
wards deeply to bewail every sin against God, and at the same
time constantly to mourn over presumed personal sins against
himself, thus often aggravating that into a trangression in which
there was no moral wrong. He also gave another evidence of
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the result of the parental discipline exercised over him, by going
into a cloister and becoming a monk. Thus he expressed him-
self upon this subject, although at the same time he declares that
it is better to use the rod upon children from the cradle than to
let them grow up without discipline, and that it is an act of
great mercy to cdmpel the submission of young people, although
it may cost trouble and labor, and require threats and stripes.
His own experience, derived from the poverty of his father in the
beginning, led him to observe the sons of other people, and to
express his admiration of those who work themselves up from the
dust amid much privation, having nothing whatever to pride
themselves in, but who learn to submit to their condition and
trust in God, who had endowed them with good minds.

Of his relation to the younger members of the family, an ac-
quaintance of the household, and especially of his brother Jacob,
informs us that from their childhood he cherished for them the
most tender brotherly affection, and that, according to the state-
ment of his mother, he exercised upon the younger portion of
them the most salutary influence by word and deed.

He was sent to school in his early years. A lad named
Oember, a few years older than young Luther, frequently carried
this weakly child to and from school in his arms, a proof—
(naturally not, as a Catholic opponent in the succeeding century
thought) of the presumption that the lad was forced against his
will to school, but of the fact that he was then of that tender age,
when to be carried was agreeable and proper. Many years after-
wards and only a few years before he died, he wrote in a Bible of
his “good old friend,” then a citizen of Mansfeld, a reminiscence
of this fact. The school-house, the lower story or foundation of
which is still extant, stood at the upper end of the village, which
was in part built on very declivitous strcets. The child was
there taught not only reading and writing, but also the elements
of Latin, without doubt, however, in an imperfect and mechanical
style. In after years he speaks of the terrible vexations to which
pupils in those days were subjected in declining and conjugating,
and in other onerous tasks. The severity of his teacher far ex-
ceeded the austerity of his parents. The school-masters in his
time, he says, were tyrants and executioners, the schools were
prisons and hells, and nothing was learned in spite of stripes,
trembling, terror and tears. He himself, he tells us, was once
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beaten fifteen times in one forenoon without any fault of his own,
for not being able to recite what had not been taught him. He
was compelled to go to this school until he was fourteen years
old.

His father then determined to send him to a better and more
popular institution. Hence he sent him first to. Magdeburg.
Unfortunately, the school which he was there to attend, is not
now known. His friend, Mathesius, reports that the school at
that place, meaning probably the city school, was “highly cele-
brated above many others.” Luther, himself, once says in later
years, that he there went to the school kept by the Null Brethren.
These were men who “had things in common”—a society of
pious priests and laymen who strongly bound themselves to-
gether, yet without vows, to promote their own spiritual welfare
and to lead a holy life, at the same time to labor for the religious
benefit of the people, by preaching the divine Word, giving
instruction, and in the general care of souls. Thus it was that
their special attention was bestowed upon young persons. The
‘newly awakened interest in the revival of Roman and Greek
literature, and the efforts made to advance scientific culture, found
active agents in these men. A colony of these Null Brethren
existed in Magdeburg, which had emigrated from Hildesheim,
their principal place. It does not appear that they had a distinct
school of their own, but they rendered their services to the city
institution, To this establishment, the miner Luther sent his
first-born in the year 1497. His attention was directed to it by
his friend, the mine bailiff, Peter Reinicke. He sent him there
with Reinicke’s son John, or as Mathesius expresses it, &y or
through this son. With this John, who subsequently became an
important personage in the mining business of Mansfeld, Luther
maintained a life-long intimacy. But his father allowed him to
remain only one year in Magdeburg and then transferred him to
a school in Eisenach. We do not know whether the expecta-
tions excited by the high character of the establishment at
Magdeburg were not fulfilled, or whether other motives, probably
the prospect of diminished expense, led him to this change; all
that concerns us now is his zeal in securing greater advantages
for the education of his son. We have no account whatever of
the instruction which he there received.

Ratzeberger alone reports a single fact which occurred at
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Magdeburg, and which he heard from Luther. As a physician it
appeared to him remarkable. Luther once suffered from a burn-
ing fever and excessive thirst. The drinking of water was for-
bidden him during the height of the fever. One Friday, when
everybody in the house had gone to church and he was left alone,
he could no longer endure the raging thirst, and crept backwards
on his hands and feet down into the kitchen, and there drank a
whole pitcher of water with frantic delight, and then with great
difficulty again reached his room. He then fell into a deep sleep
and when he awoke the fever had left him.

The help which his father could give him was not sufficient to
pay his school expenses either at Magdeburg or afterwards at
Eisenach. He was compelled to help himself after the fashion of
poor students, who, as he himself afterwards expressed it, sang
before the doors to gather trifling gifts from the charitable. “I
myself,” he says, “ was also once such a street beggar, particularly
in Eisenach, my beloved town.” He and his companions made
excursions to the surrounding country in prosecuting the same
object. Frequently, in after years, in the pulpit and the pro-
fessor’s chair, he related a little incident from these scenes.
During the Christmas season they sang in the villages four-voiced
hymns, in which they celebrated the birth of the babe of Beth-
lehem. As they were lustily singing once before the door of a
farm-house, the farmer came out and in a coarse voice exclaimed:
“ Where are you, you boys?” He had two sausages for them in
his hand but they ran away in alarm, until he reassured them and
told them to return and take the gift. “So,” says Luther, “was
I intimidated by the terrors of the school discipline of that day.” .
His design in reciting this incident was to give his hearers an
example of the disposition of the human heart frequently to mis-
apprehend the exhibitions of God’s mercy, and to regard with
alarm that which was intended for encouragement, and in addition,
the fact teaches us that we should constantly pray to God with-
out apprehension. It was not uncommon in those days, that
students also of better condition, as in this case, the son of Mans-
feld’s magistrate, sought to make up deficiencies in their expenses
by the method here designated.

The father then sent him to Eisenach, where he had many
relatives living in the town and neighborhood, of whom only one
named Conrad, who was ianitor of Nicolai church, is mentioned.
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LUTHER SINGS AS A CHORISTER AT THE DOOR OF MISTRESS URSULA
COTTA AT EISENACH.
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But their circumstances were not of that character, to afford him
all the support he needed.

At this time his singing attracted the notice of Madam Cotta,
who kindly cherished the promising lad, and whose memory with
that of the Reformer, is perpetuated among the German people.
Her husband, Konrad or Kunz, was one of the most respectable
citizens of the town, descended from a noble and wealthy Italian
family. She, Ursula Cotta, was of German origin, and her
maiden name was Schalbe. She died in 1511. She conceived,
as Mathesius expresses it, a strong attachment for the boy on ac-
count of his singing and fervent praying, and took him as a ward
into her own house. Similar acts of kindness he then also re-
ceived from a brother or relative of this lady, and further, from
an institution in Eisenach, belonging to the Franciscan monks,
which had received large donations from this family, and was
hence known as the Schalbian College. In the house of Madam
Cotta, Luther for the first time observed the refined mode of life
in a patrician household, and learned the style of manners inci-
dent to his new position.

In Eisenach, he enjoyed four years’instruction in a progressive
school. For many years afterwards, he had frequent friendly in-
tercourse with Pastor Wiegand, who formerly had been his school-
master in that place. Ratzenberger mentions as one of the
teachers, “a respectable, learned man and poet, John Trebonius,”
of whom he relates, that whenever he entered his school-room,
he removed his barett or cap, inasmuch as from the pupils
present God may have chosen many a city magistrate or chan-
cellor or learned doctor, which, as our narrator naively remarks,
was richly realized afterward in Doctor Luther. We do not know
what relation Trebonius and his pupil held to each other, as the
school was divided into several classes. The method of in-
struction there pursued was afterwards commended by Luther to
Melanchthon. Luther there acquired a full knowledge of Latin,
which at that time was a principal gualification for entrance into
the university. He learned to write it not only in prose, but also
in verse, which establishes the fact that the school in Eisenach
participated in the efforts to promote classical learning, as men-
tioned above. His active mind and keen understanding were
now happily develoged. He not only made up that which had
been neglected, but also soon advanced beyond his fellow pupils.
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Whilst we observe the future hero of the faith, the teacher and
combatant gradually unfolding in him, the most important ques-
tion still is, what was the course of his religious development
from his early youth?

He, who subsequently assailed the existing church with such
terrible force of argument, always thankfully acknowledged that
with all her alleged corruptions she continued to hold the fun-
damental doctrines of Christianity, the means of redeeming and
sanctifying grace, the conditions of salvation and the basis of
Christian morals. He recognized the benefits which he had de-
rived from the church from his childhood. “In this house,” he
once said, “1 was baptized and catechised or instructed in Chris-
tian truth, and hence I shall ever honor it as my paternal home.”
The church at least inculcated the duty of training children in
school and in the family in a knowledge of the Apostles’ Creed,
the Lord’s Prayer and the Ten Commandments, and requiring the
children to commit these to memory. They were also taught to
pray and to sing psalms and Christian hymns. There were al-
ready extant at that time, certain printed explanations of those
principal heads of religious doctrine. There was a considerable
number of these old hymns in German, used in the church service,
especially on festival days. Luther calls them “fine hymns.” He
was very anxious that they should be perpetuated in the Prot-
estant churches. The religious songs, for which we are indebted
to his own poetical talent, are partly founded upon those ancient
verses. We still have the Christmas hymn, which the poor boys
sang before the houses of benevolent people, “ A little child so
lovely.” The first stanza of our Whitsunday hymn which we owe
to Luther, “Now we implore the Holy Ghost” is founded upon
one of those old-time songs. The church selections, gospels and
epistles for young and old, were read in the mother tongue in the
churches. There were also sermons occasionally in German, and
there were printed collections of sermons for the use of the clergy.

At the places where Luther grew up, this condition of things
was comparatively better than at many others. For in general,
much is required to bring to actual performance, the best designed
plans of pious schoolmen, authors or associations, even when de-
manded by the interests of societies or prescribed by the authority
of the church. There was lack of energy and zeal. Subsequently,
the reformers could bring severe charges against the Catholic
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church policy, the indifference of the leaders and the general ne-
glect of duty, without apprehending any refutation. The most
grievous imperfections and obvious faults, were laid openly bare
by the visitations’which they made throughout the churches, and
we may reasonably judge what the real state of things was ten
years previously. It was discovered that where parents or school-
masters taught the Catechism, the children were not really in-
structed in its doctrines or morals, but on the other hand, were
diligently exercised in carrying banners and sacred candles in
processions, without hearing a single religious idea expressed. In
those visitations, sometimes priests were met, who were not even
themselves well acquainted with the Catechism. In his subse-
quent complaints against the deteriorated state of the church, Luther
never mentions that he had himself experienced these dreadful
evils, showing, as was intimated before, that when he was growing
up, they did not exist, at least, to such an excessive degree.

The principal deficiency and most urgent want, which he after-
wards became painfully conscious of, and from which his mind
suffered from childhood, had regard rather to the manner in
which Christian instruction was imparted to him in school and
from the pulpit, and the religious deportment exacted from him
as based upon these lessons.

His idea of the instruction of Christian children was to train
them in the happy assurance, that God is their loving Father,
Christ a faithful Saviour, and that they should draw nigh in child-
like confidence to this Father, and that if they were troubled in
their conscience on account of any sin or error, they were encour-
aged to ask forgiveness of Him. “ After this way,” he says, “I was
not taught.” On the other hand, he was reared in that concep-
tion of Christianity and in that form of religious life, against which,
afterwards, as we shall see, his reforming activities were directed.

The system in which he was taught, represents God in unap-
proachable majesty and terrifying sanctity. Christ, the Saviour,
atoner and mediator, whose appearance at the last day will con-
demn to punishment only those who reject his salvation, was set
up before him visibly as a threatening and severe Judge. In-
stead of approaching this Saviour directly and imploring His sav-
ing grace, the intercession and mediation of Mary and other
saints were devoutly sought. Just at the close of the middle
ages, the worship and invocation of the saints were enriched and
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exalted in various ways. Special honors and veneration were
bestowed upon some at particular places, and in favor of particu-
lar interests. Knight George was the special patron saint of the
town and Duchy of Mansfeld, and to the predent day his statue
stands over the entrance of the school house. Towards the end
of the century, the worship of St. Anna, the Mother of Mary,
suddenly began to flourish among the miners, after. whom the
mining town, built in 1496, was called Annaberg. Luther re-
membered some years after, that some “ great doings” were asso-
ciated with her on some extraordinary occasion, when he was a
lad of fifteen, and that he also desired to put himself under her
protection. There existed at that time some pious books, which,
while they aimed at upholding the Catholic faith, still earnestly
warned against overestimating the saints and against confiding
more in them than in God; but this warning itself teaches us how
necessary it was, and history teaches us also, that it was utterly
fruitless. Striking and beautiful traits from the history of the
saints warmly and favorably attracted Luther, and which he
never denied. Of Mary, the Mother of God, he always spoke
tenderly and reverently, only complaining that she was made an
idol of by many. Of his earlier faith, he says, “ At that time,
Christ was to me an austere Judge, represented as sitting upon a
rainbow ; people fell away from Christ and betook themselves to
saints as patrons. Men called upon Mary and implored her to
show her maternal bosom to her son and thus move him to pity.
A specimen of the manner in which deceptions were practiced
upon the people, came into the possession of the Elector, John
Frederick, the friend of Luther, which was probably taken from a

- monastery in Eisenach. It was a wooden statue of Mary with the
infant Jesus upon her arm, furnished with a secret arrangement,
by means of which, when people prayed to the child, he first
turned away from them to his mother, and only after they had in
voked her as a mediatrix, did he incline himself towards them with
outstretched arms.

In that system of worship, the poor sinner who was anxious
concerning his salvation and alarmed at the thought of divine
judgment, was directed to practice self mortification and pious
deeds, by which he would satisfy a righteous God. The church
through the Confessional taught him how to pursue this course.
Our reformers themselves, and Luther particularly, afterwards
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rather encouraged souls to pour out their hearts burdened with
spiritual troubles to their minister or other Christian brother, and
to receive from his lips the comfort of forgiyeness, which God
bestows upon sincere faith in his redeeming love. But in the
church of Rome, said they, nothing of these consolations was
experienced, but on the other hand, the conscience was tortured
with the recital of individual sins and burdened with all manner
of external prescribed penances. The whole power of the church
was exerted to compel the old and young to submit to this disci-
pline at regularly appointed times and to seek peace with God in
no other way.

Luther, as already remarked, often in later times, acknowl-
edged and derived consolation from the fact, that even under such
circumstances, enough of the power of the simple Bible truth
could be impressed upon the heart to awaken a faith, which in
spite of the barriers erected, and the perplexing human ordi-
nances, would, with earnest longing and child-like confidence,
throw itself into the arms of divine grace and thus really rejoice
in the forgiveness of sin. He also, as we shall hereafter see, re-
ceived wholesome directions from men in the church of Rome.
The formal religiousness of Catholicism did not, during his juve-
nile years, influence Christian life everywhere to the same extent
in Germany. But, he as a lad, was not brought under this con-
servative influence ; no one had taught him as a youth how to
secure this sweet enjoyment of the gospel. Looking back upon
his monastic life and all the preceding years, he afterwards said,
that there was nothing in his religious training, not even his bap-
tism, from which he could draw any consolation, and his only
anxiety was how by his own pious acts and merits he could gain
the favor of a merciful God. Under the influence of such
thoughts, he was compelled to seek refuge in monkery.

There was no lack of men before and during Luther’s juvenile
years, who freely exposed the abuses and corruptions of church
life, and especially of the clergy. Long before similar complaints
were also heard from the ranks of the laity. There was wide dis-
satisfation with the tyranny of the papal hierarchy and its en-
croachments upon political rights and civil life, as well as with
the worldliness and coarse immorality of the clergy and monks.
The papal chair reached its highest point of moral corruption at
that time in the character of Pope Alexander VI. Yet we know
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nothing of the impressions and influences which were exercised
upon Luther in this relation, in the circumstances which sur-
rounded him in his early training. The report of such scandals,
as they were shamelessly and in open day practised in Rome,
was slow in reaching the places where the boy Luther lived.
Concerning the criminal sexual indulgences of the clergy, of
which we may say to the credit of our Germans, that it was
chiefly these against which their consciences revolted, Luther,
‘at a later date, made the noteworthy remark, that in his boyhood
it was indeed true that the priests had women living with them,
but that they never subjected themselves to the suspicion of un-
restrained unchastity and adulterous libidinousness, whilst after-
wards these became disgracefully prevalent.

Various foundations or institutions of those days, all of which
refer to altars and to masses to be read at them, give evidence
of the fidelity with which the people of Mansfeld, his home, clung
to their traditionary churchliness. The mine bailiff, Reinicke,
the friend of the Luther family, is also named among these
founders; he specially patronized public religious services and
vocal musical performances to the honor of the mother of God
and of St. George.

We observe a peculiar feature in the religious and churchly
character of Luther’s father; doubtless, it was displayed by other
honest, upright miners. He was an earnest advocate of a God-
fearing life in word and practice. He often prayed at the bedside
of his little Martin; and, as the friend of piety and knowledge,
he cherished a warm partiality for the clergy and schoolmen.
Luther, in one of his latest sermons, relates that he had often
heard his father say how he himself had heard from his parents
that there are many more people on the earth who are fed than
all the sheaves that could be gathered from all the ficlds in the
world: so wonderfully does God know how to maintain the
human family. In this way he conscientiously followed the
ordinances and practices of his church with his fellow citizens.*
When, in the same year in which he sent his son to Magdcburg,
two new altars in the church at Mansfeld were consecrated to a
number of saints, and sixty days’ indulgence were promised to
those persons who would hear masses at them, among the very
first who took advantage of this offer were Hans Luther, with
Reinicke and other members of the magistracy. The opponents
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of the reformer, whilst they have tried to show that he had de-
scended from the heretical Bohemians, have never let the least
shadow of suspicion of heresy fall upon his father. Neither has
the son in after times, when the father, with him, had abandoned
the Church of Rome, ever said, that he remembered from his
carliest years hearing his father utter a single word against it.
But he still calmly and firmly maintained his own opinion, and
this was founded on his own will, uninfluenced by others. He
resolutely upheld his own paternal rights and duties, even in
opposition to claims which were presented from that quarter.
Thus, as Luther relates, when he was once thought to be dying,
and the priest admonished him to bequeath a portion of his prop-
erty to the clergy, he simply replied: “I have many children, I
will leave it to them; they need it most.” We shall see how un-
yielding he was in maintaining the divine law of filial obedience
to parents against the exalted position and meritoriousness of the
monastic life, which practically abrogated that law.

Some years after, Luther mentioned the fact that his father
spoke in high admiration of the dying profession of a Count of
Mansfeld, in which he cast himself wholly upon the merits of a
suffering and atoning Saviour, and commended his departing soul
to him, without any intervention of saints or reliance upon good
works. “I myself,” observed Luther, “at that time as a young
student, thought that founding some institution in connection
with churches or monasteries was a very praiseworthy and meri-
torious act” We need not then be surprised that the father
entertaining such views, should without hesitation and with full
conviction, afterwards adopt the doctrines of Grace which the son
taught. But though the father freely expressed sentiments of
this character, yet he practiced a blameless conformity to the out-
ward services of the church as prescribed by law, and carefully
abstained from criticising church proceedings, which he thought
did not become him as a simple layman, and particularly was he
silent upon this subject in the presence of his children. As to
any positive religious influence and impressions which such a
confession as made by the Mansfeld Count could produce upon
them, we can easily conceive how they could be overbalanced by
the stringent severity of the domestic discipline which the father
-onscientiously practiced. '

With the doctrines of the church, which taught salvation
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through the mediation of saints and of the church, and by meri-
torious works, which were instilled into the young Luther’s
mind, there were closely associated those mysterious ideas, so
common among the people, concerning diabolical powers, which
not merely menace the souls of men, but which exert a magical
and terror-inspiring influence upon human beings during their
whole natural life. It is well known that Luther himself enter-
tained this view concerning the devil, and that he often spoke of
human sorcery as the direct agency of the Evil One, and espec-
ially of the practices and influence of witches and conjurers. But
he was still sure above all things of this, that we were safe in
God’s hand against Satan, and that we may triumph over him.
But he also taught, that we must recognize his mischievous oper-
ations in suddenly-occurring and trying natural events or mis-
fortunes, such as tempests, conflagrations, etc. Many of the sor-
ceries, which are related among the people in so many different
forms and firmly believed, he regarded in part as unworthy of
credit, and partly to be attributed to pure delusion of the mind
effected by the devil. But added to this, he did not doubt that
witches were capable of mysteriously inflicting bodily injury upon
persons—that, for instance, they could do grievous harm to chil-
dren, yea, even bewitch the soul as well as the body.

From his immediate surroundings, and especially from his own
father’s family, such ideas were infused into the mind of Luther
in his earliest boyhood, and they continued to influence him all
through life. At that time particularly they engrossed the mind
of the German populace to a remarkable degree, they developed
themselves in wonderful fantastic exhibitions, they became sub-
jects of ecclesiastical and civil legislation, they exposed those
persons who were suspected of being in league with the devil to
severe punishment, and under such treatment, these visionary
ideas were only more deeply rooted and enlarged. One year
after Luther’s birth, the most important papal bull appeared, upon
which the trials for witchcraft were based. As a lad, Luther
heard a great deal about witches, whilst in later years, he thought
that they were not talked about as much as formerly; and with-
out any hesitation, he relates how they occasioned much evil to
cattle and to men, and also brought about bad weather and hail.
He had heard from his own mother that she had suffered much
from the enchantments of a neighbor. He says, “this witch shot
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at his mother's children, that they screamed themselves to death.”
Such impressions and views belong to the darker features which
the picture of Luther’s youth present to us, and are of great im-
portance in the comprehension of his subsequent internal life
career. )

When we present to our minds all these traits of the religion
and superstition of those days, we are by no means to presume
that they controlled the entire life of the boy and the youth. He
became, as Mathesius represents him,—*“a gay, merry young
fellow.”

In his own later descriptions of himself and of his early life he
was led, by the fact of his having had to struggle against the
perpetuation of that state of affairs in the Church under which he
himself had to suffer, to give such prominence especially to
these features of his earlier days. Although there was much
that then oppressed him and threw dark shadows over his
youth, the burden was greatly lightened by a fresh and elastic
natural vigor that he had inherited, and that afterwards revealed
itself in a novel manner and in rich measure in the sphere of a
new religious life. And the childlike delight in the contemplation
of nature around him, that afterwards peculiarly distinguished the
earnest theologian and champion, we must ascribe to his original
cast of mind and to his life as a boy in contact with nature.

Although the greater part of his education at this period was
through the medium of the Latin language, yet he never forgot the
peculiar idioms and unpolished character of the language of the
common people among whom he lived from his childhood; and
sometimes lre was betrayed into the use of some of its coarse and
inelegant expressions in the discussion of theological and re-
ligious subjects.

In no other theologian, we may say in no other cotempor-
aneous German author, do we meet with so many proverbs and
popular phrases derived from the language of the people, as in
him. They seem to obtrude themselves upon him unsought in
his books, lectures, conversation and letters. Neither is it likely
that he would so frequently quote or allude to the popular
legends and folk-lore, such as Dietrich von Bern and other heroes,
or of Eulenspiegel or Markolf, as he does, if he had not become
acquainted with them in his youth. He, however, severely cen-
sured “vain” and immodest fables and “ gabblings,” and was par-
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ticularly severe upon those of the clergy who seasoned their
sermons with jokes taken from these popular books.

All through life he cherished a warm attachment to the places
in which he was reared. Eisenach, as we have already heard,
continued to be his “dear old town.” Mansfeld was his favorite
as the place of his home, and the whole Duchy as his “ Father-
land.” He also entertained the same respect for the miners, his
fellow-countrymen and the fellow-workmen of his father. But
there was no wide horizon spread out before him among the
citizens of the little mining town of Mansfeld. He subsequently
went to school at that place, but even in the beginning of his
labors and conflicts, he had very limited knowledge of the out-
side world, its political and social relations, and the ways and
views of mankind in general. His subsequent quiet monastic
life, until his public appearance as a reformer, contrasts strongly
with his later unbounded activity and tireless energy in pros-
ecuting the work assigned him of God.

Those last years of his school period contributed much towards
promoting that higher education which his father was so anxious
that he should obtain. Thus furnished, in the summer of 1501,
in his eighteenth year, he entered the University of Erfurt.



CHAPTER 1III.

THE STUDENT IN ERFURT AND HIS ENTRANCE INTO THE MONASTERY.
1501-1505.

AMoNG the German high-schools this one, which had already
lived one hundred successful years, maintained at that time a
great reputation, whilst its location was also favorable to the
young student from Mansfeld. “It bore,” said Luther afterwards,
“such a high character, and was so renowned, that all others in
comparison were regarded as small preparatory schools.” His
parents were now able to furnish him with the necessary means
to pursue his studies at such a place: * My dear father,” he says,
“in great kindness sent and supported me there, and raised the
money that was needful by severe labor and anxiety.” There
was awakened in himself a burning thirst after higher knowledge.
“ At the fountain of all science,” as Melanchthon says, “he hoped
to satisfy it.” He began by taking a complete course of philos-
ophy, as it was then designated, which was regarded as the basis
of all other sciences and even as introduction to them. It com-
prehended the laws and methods of thinking and learning in
general, the doctrines of language, of which Latin was the
foundation, including grammar and rhetoric, together with the
highest problems and final principles of existence, and general
physics and astronomy. This course of study was not only
requisite for learned theologians, but in many instances they were
the preliminary branches for students of law and medicine.

When Luther came to Erfurt from Eisenach, there was nothing
about him that could so attract the attention of others, as to give
occasion to any contemporary reports concerning him. But the
most prominent teachers at whose feet he sat are well known to
us, as well as the general style of mental aliment with which he
was furnished by them. He there also entered the circle of older
and younger men than himself, professors and fellow-students,
who subsequently, as friends or opponents, were in a condition to
give favorable or unfavorable testimony to his life and pursuits.

Iodocus Trutvetter, of Eisenach, who, three years after Luther’s
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entrance, was made Doctor of Theology and professor of the theo-
logical Faculty, was, at that time, considered the first master of
Philosophy in the University of Erfurt. Next to him, Bartholo-
mew Arnoldi von Usingen was much admired as professor of
the philosophical branches. Luther attended the lectures of both
these men, but was partial to the former.

The philosophy which at that time flourished in Erfurt, and
which had a vigorous advocate in Trutvetter, was that of the later
scholastic. It had become a custom to combine the idea of the
scholastic or medizval theological and philosophical sciences
with a method of thinking and teaching which, whilst it investi-
gated the highest questions of knowledge and life, yet never
struck out into any independent course, nor ever dared to depart
fiom tradition. On the contrary, it submitted itself to every
thing that was connected with the real or presumed religious
creed, to the dogmas of the Church and the authority of cele-
brated old church teachers. It was presented also in a style of
dry formalism and fruitless subtle controversial questions.

Trutvetter devoted all his energies to the prevalent philosophy,
and published a series of manuals upon the subject. Compared
with others, he was moderate in his tone, and showed no inclina-
tion to polemics, in which acute minds find so much enjoyment.
The same may be said of his colleague, Usingen. The general
standpoint of both was the same. Trutvetter also gavesevidence
of extensive reading in ancient and modern scholastic literature,
embracing the writings of the most celebrated as well as those of
obscure authors. We can easily conclude from this what the
character of his lectures was, and what claims he made upon his
pupils.

At the same time, the philosophical Faculty of this University
made a fresh and vigorous beginning of the study of the classic,
Latin and Greek antiquity, with which a new science came into
existence ; yea, even a new era of intellectual culture burst upon
the world. We have already had occasion to refer to the agita-
tions and influences of reviving literature in the schools in which
Luther was taught at Magdeburg and Eisenach. Now he was
connected with one of the most prominent nurseries of these
“good and noble arts and sciences” in Germany— yea, at that
place where, in those days, their richest buds were unfolding.
Erfurt could boast that for the first time in Germany, Greek was
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printed in Greek type in one of its learned workshops—a gram-
mar was published in the same year in which Luther came to the
University. It was particularly the poetry of the ancients which
awakened the enthusiasm and emulation of young students. The
flowing and elegant Latin, as it was learned from the ancient
models, was the language of science and cultivated infercourse;
still more important was the free agitation of thought to which
this language led, and the new world of observation which it
opened to educated men.

In proportion as these students of antiquity despised the barbar-
ous Latin and the insipidity of traditional, monastic and scholastic
culture, there also went out an opposition to scholastic doctrine, to
the dogmas of the Church, yea, to the religious conceptions of
Christianity in general. History teaches us the different paths
which the Humanists pursued in this relation, and we shall here-
after see how in divers ways they coincided with the pathway of our
reformer and impart importance and interest to the progress of
the reformation itself. In many, an earnest religious longing was
combined with the effort after a more liberal intellectual culture
and an aspiration after an improvement in the affairs of the church.
When the flames of the reformation conflict burst out, some of
them attached themselves to Luther or the other religious lead-
ers at his side; others, shrinking back in alarm from the momen-
tous decision, and above all things, only concerned about their
own scientific employments, were content with counseling mod-
eration, and retired to the cultivation of the Muses. Others aban-
doned the Christian faith and even the foundation of a Christian,
moral life. They relapsed into a new heathenism, which in some
instances was vulgar, sensual, immoral; in others, it was more re-
fined, artistic, sthetic. But even these did not on that account
take up arms against the Church ; on the other hand, the major-
ity of them continued to conform to the external observances of
the church, considered her doctrines, ordinances and discipline
as indispensable to the common mass, above which they felt
themselves to be elevated ; some of them were even connected
with the government of the church, and were eminently delighted
with the exercise of this authority and with the enjoyment of its
benefits. This state of things at that time was without disguise
exhibited to everybody, in Italy, in Rome and in the papal pal-
ace itself. On the other hand, the most prominent supporters of
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the revival of learning among the Germans, even though they ar-
rayed themselves against monkish and clerical barbarism, yet,
for themselves and their pupils, continued faithful to the teach-
ings of the mother Church. Especially in Erfurt the relation
between them and the representatives of the old school philoso-
phy and school theology, was peaceful, unconstrained and
friendly. To Trutvetter, for his dry writings, they gave flattering,
smooth and elegant verses ; he, on the other hand, was already
busy in cultivating a more refined style of language.

Talented young students of classical science in Erfurt, formed
themselves into an alliance or society. There was no lack of
youthful conviviality, poetry and wine ; but they did not allow
any indecorum or immorality. Various men, whom we shall
have to name in the subsequent history of Luther, belonged to
this circle ; among them was Johann Jaeger, better known under
the name of Crotus Rubianus, the friend of Ulrich Hutten and
George Spalatin (properly Burkhard) later the intimate collabo-
rator of our reformer. Both had already been three years at the
University, when Luther came. Three years after him, Coban
Hess appeared there, the most brilliant and amiable of the young
Humanists and poets of Germany,

These then were the scientific resources which Luther found
in the philosophical faculty in Erfurt. Various paths of mental
culture were opened before him. With characteristic energy he
engaged in the study of philosophy in all its wide extent, and
made himself especially familiar with its involved and knotty
points, whilst besides this he was also intent upon enjoying,
as far as possible, the fruits of the newly-awakened science of
antiquity. :

In classical studies he preferred Ovid, Virgil, Cicero, and in
addition, as was customary with students of ancient languages,
he diligently read the Latin poetry of more modern masters. His
principal aim, however, was less directed towards making himself
a perfect master of the language than to gather from it the preg-
nant expressions of human wisdom, and pictures of human life
and of the history of nations. He had learned it thoroughly
enough to express his own weighty thoughts clearly and forcibly
in classic Latin, but was at the same time painfully conscious how
far below that of the more modern Latin writers his own fell in
elegance, purity and grace. But at these qualities he never aimed.
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He cultivated personal and social intercourse with the members
of this association. Crotus, whom we have named above, after-
wards reminded him how once in Erfurt they two had devoted
themselves to the noble arts. But the numerous letters and
poems of these young Humanists of Erfurt, left to posterity, do
not mention his name. Crotus tells us that he had made him-
self a name among them as “the learned philosopher,” and as
“the musician.” To “the poets,” which was the favorite title of
the youthful Humanists, he did not then belong. Many, and
among them Luther’s friend and fellow-laborer, Melanchthon,
have regretted that he was not more thoroughly penetrated with
the asthetic spirit of the fine arts and liberal sciences, so that his
abrupt temperament and manners might have been softened by
their influence. But little was to be gained from them that would
embolden him the more in the intrepid battle he afterwards
fought. The energy of his arm in dealing terrific blows upon the
papacy would not be braced by the stately logic of Aristotle or
the mellifluous strains of Sappho. Those intellectual possessions
and enjoyments then so highly prized and cherished, would on
the contrary, rather restrain him, not only from open warfare, but
also from sharp, deep penetration into higher religious and moral
questions, and the frequent internal struggles arising from them.
When considering the general merits of this revival of letters, or
Humanism as they called it, we must not forget how far it with-
drew itself from the life of the German people and from associa-
tion with it. It contributed towards building up a partition wall
of intellectual aristocracy and left the best talent as awkward in
the utterance of its own mother tongue as it ‘was skillful and
fluent in the handling of foreign, acquired, artificial and un-German
forms of speech. Luther, in not wholly surrendering himself to
these influences, always remained a German.

Philosophy absorbed his chief attention and left him but little
time for other studies. In this department he aimed at the
highest attainments of human knowledge. The later scholastic
philosophy still retained its allegiance to the older, however
closely it clung to its own clumsy forms. At the same time
these forms, dry as they were, had an attraction for him, because
they exercised his naturally sharp discriminating and incisive
mind. He was fond of discussion. Literary combats were at
that time much enjoyed at all the universities. Afterwards when
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the light of scriptural truth shone upon his understanding and the
grace of God renewed his heart and he came to comprehend the
subject of genuine theological science, then he deplored the time
and labor he had expended upon those studies and spoke of them
even with disgust.

We have already learned from Crotus of the secial life he there
led with his friends. Music also, im which he had already showed
his skill as a wandering student minstrel, he still cultivated and
exercised in those University circles. He had a voice that was
not strong but high, distinct, which could be heard at a great
distance. In addition te vocal music, he now also learned to play
the lute, and without a teacher., He devoted that time to this
amusement, whilst he was confined to the house on account of a
wounded leg,

He made such rapid progress, in those philosophical studies,
that in his third session he acquired the first academical degree in
the philosophical faculty, which was that of Bachelor. This de-
gree, agreeably to the universal custom of Universities preceded
that of Master, which is equivalent to our present Doctor of
Philosophy. The examination for it which Luther stood on St.
Michael’s day, 1502, extended itself according to the programme,
over the most important branches of the whole domain of philos-
ophy. Probably it must not be regarded as having been ex-
tremely rigid. The attainment of the Master’s degree required
the severest labor. It was conferred on him in part in the begin-
ning of 1503. He may have been thinking of himself when
afterwards in speaking of the former reputation of Erfurt, he said:
“What a glorious and exciting time we used to have of it, when
they conferred the degree of Master and honored the recipients
with a torch-light procession; I hold that no temporal worldly
happiness was equal to that” Melanchthon—and many fellow-
students of Luther could have made the same report—says,
“that the extraordinary talents of the young man were at that
time the admiration of the whole University.”

It was the will of his father and the advice of his relatives
that he should now prepare himself for the law. In this pro-
fession they thought he could put his talents to the best use and
be of most service to mankind. And in this department, the
University of Erfurt possessed one of the most distinguished
scientific magnates of his times, in Henning Geede, who was just
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then in the vigorous maturity of his years. Thus then Luther
began to hear lectures on law. His father also procured for him
valuable books, amongst them a copy of Corpus Juris,

But a very different direction in his career was in preparation
in his inner religious life.

As we have heard above, he subsequently often spoke of the
influence which the domestic discipline of his father, some occur-
rences in his school life, and the instructions of the church, ex-
erted upon him and inclined his mind in this direction. Amid all
his philosophical studies and all the enjoyments of student life, he
could never wholly banish the thought that he must make him-
self pious and satisfy all the austere requirements of God—that
he must make good all the failures of his life and reconcile him-
self with heaven, and that an angry judge is seated upon the
throne, threatening him with damnation. Internal voices of that
character must become louder and more earnest in a person of
sensitive and tender conscience, as he advances from youth to
manhood and becomes more conscious of his own responsibility
before God, and of his own self-dependence. To the religious
practices to which he was accustomed from his childhood, Luther
continued faithful as a student. He not only began every day
with prayer, but also with going to church, that is, to early mass,
But he was not here taught the gospel way to God and to salva-
tion.

There was at that time, at Erfurt, an earnest and vigorous
preacher named Sebastian Weinman, who sharply rebuked the
prevailing vices of the day and exposed the corruptions of ecclesi-
astical life, and whom also the students were fond of hearing; but
he had nothing to offer for the internal longings of a soul strug-
gling into spiritual life. It was an event in Luther's life, when on
one occasion he found a Latin Bible in the University Library.
Although he was twenty years of age, he had never until then
seen a complete Bible. For the first time he now observed that
it contained much more than was read and explained in the
churches. With supreme delight he read in the Old Testament
the history of Samuel and of his mother Hannah, at which place
he had opened the book. But he did not yet know what more he
could make out of the book for himself.

It was not peculiar transgressions, nor youthful excesses, that
filled Luther with dread of the wrath of God. His most bitter
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enemies in Erfurt, who knew him as a student, have never desig-
nated or even hinted at any thing unfavorable to him of that
character. As descriptive of the manner in which he himself
estimated his moral life, we may notice a declaration of his, as
reported by a fellow-student and good friend, * Luther,” he re-
lates, * at that time, over and over again when washing his hands
would say, ‘the more we wash ourselves, the more unclean we
become.”” :

Without doubt he meant the numerous small offences in word,
thought and deed, which in spite of human caution, each day
brings with it, and which however unimportant they seemed to
others, were in his conscience sins against God's holy law. And
still more alarming questions rose in his troubled spirit, and his
sagacious, subtle mind, instead of being able to solve them, only
led him deeper into uncertainty and doubt. Was it only God's
will that he should once become really pure and thus be saved?
As far as he is concerned, does not the way to hell or the way to
heaven stand unalterably fast in the will and purpose of God, on
which everything depends and by which everything is deter-
mined? And do not the useless results of his struggles thus far
make it plain to him that the way to hell is that destined for him?
He was thus exposed to the peril of falling into fatal error con-
cerning such a God. Biblical texts, like those which speak of
serving God in fear, became intolerable and hateful to him. He
was in danger of being seized by the demon of despair, and thus
might be led even to blaspheme God. This he afterwards called
his severest temptation, as he experienced it while yet a youth.

The condition of his health may have contributed to enhance
the violence of these emotions in his soul. We hear that, during
one period of his University life, he had a serious attack of sick-
ness, which awakened in him thoughts of dying. A friend (of
whom more modern tradition has made an old priest), at that
time said to him: *“Do not be alarmed; you will yet live to be-
come a great man |"—a declaration which at that time deeply im-
pressed him. An alarming and sudden exposure to death during
that time also had a powerful effect upon him: As he was one
Easter-day on his way to visit his parents, and had proceeded
several miles from Erfurt, the sword which he wore, as was cus-
tomary with all students, accidentally wounded the chief artery
of his leg. Whilst a friend who was with hi n, went after a sur-
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geon, and was compelled to leave him alone, he pressed the
wound while lying upon his back, but the leg continued to swell.
In the anguish of death, he exclaimed, “ Mary, help!” At that
time, as he subsequently said, he would have died depending
upon' the virgin Mary for salvation. On the following night his
alarm was renewed, and he again invoked the mother of God. It
was at this time, during his convalescence that he learned to play
upon the lute.

Several months after he had received the degree of Master, he
was most profoundly agitated at the sudden death of a friend, of
whom we know nothing further. He was stabbed or suddenly
lost his life by some other calamity.

Whilst he was in this depressed condition of mind, might not a
thought have occurred to him, whether he should not finally risk
his salvation in the monastic sanctity recommended by the
church, renounce the world, and sacrifice all his attainments and
prospects in this life. “The young Master” as he afterwards ex-
pressed it, “ was at that time in a most depressed state of mind.”

But all of a sudden he was forced to a momentous decision.

Towards the end of June, 1505, when several holy-days hap-
pened about the same time, he visited his parents at Mansfeld,
possibly hoping to be refreshed and consoled. Returning alone
on July 2, the festival of the visitation of Mary, and having nearly
reached Erfurt, a terrific thunderstorm overtook him near the
village of Stotternheim. A vivid flash of lightning quivered be-
fore him. Trembling with alarm, he fell to the ground and ex-
claimed, “ Help me, dear Saint Anna,* I will become a monk.”
A few days after, when he had perfectly recovered from this fright,
this exclamation occasioned regret. Many advised him against
the step which he had vowed to take. But he was persuaded
that the vow he had made was heard and accepted. Hence he
felt bound to resist all opposition. He did not think it was his
duty first to secure the consent of his father; according to his
own idea and the teaching of the church, even the father’s protest
would not release him from the vow. Thus he tore himself away
from the circle in which he had hitherto lived. On July 16, he
once more invited his best friends to his lodgings, to take a final
leave of them. They tried their utmost efforts to restrain him
from his purpose; he replied to them, “ To-day you see me, but

*St. Anna was the patron saint of that district.
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never again.” The next day, St. Alexius’ day, they accompanied
him with tears to the gates of the Augustinian monastery, located
in the town, which, as he thought, would shelter him forever.

It is the utterances of Luther himself, which enable us even at
this distant day, vividly to represent this remarkable event before
us. It is tradition that has given the name Alexius to that un-
known friend, whose sudden death by lightning during the thun-
der storm alarmed him, and forced him to the conclusion to
become a monk. There is no historical authority whatever for
the story.

Of his monastic vow, Luther later says, that it was an enforced
one—wrung from him by alarm and the terror of death. But at
that time he did not doubt that God compelled him. And thus
afterwards he says, “ I thought that I never would get out of the
cloister ; I was entirely dead to the world, as long as it seemed
good to God.”




LUTHER ENTERS THE MONASTERY OF THE AUGUSTINES.



Digitized by GOOS[G




BOOK 1L

LUTHER AS MONK AND PROFESSOR UNTIL
THE BEGINNING OF THE REFORMA-
TION WORK. 1505-17






CHAPTER 1.

IN THE MONASTERY AT ERFURT UNTIL 1508

THE choice of the monastic life was suddenly made. But his
mind was fully and sincerely set upon it, and the selection of the
cloister which he entered was also well considered.

The Augustinian monks belonged to the most influential and
respected monastic orders in Germany. Loud and just as were
the complaints and contemptuous the derision even at that time,
of the corruptions, the idleness, the hypocrisy andecoarse im-
morality of the monastic life, still many monks believed that
they were faithfully serving God and had attained to an eminent
degree of sanctity and merit, by taking the vow of celibacy, re-
linquishing their worldly possessions, and submitting themselves
entirely to the will of their superiors and to the rules of their
order. External discipline, at least, was generally maintained.
Among the German monasteries of this order, there were many
which, whilst elsewhere corruptions of the gravest character had
crept in, yet insisted upon the strict observance of their ancient
rules, which they held had been prescribed 'by Saint Augustine
himself—but the rules which they stringently enforced had re-
ference, for the most part,to very unimportant, external affairs.
They established among themselves a sort of alliance, over which
was placed a so-called general vicar of the order for Germany.
To this alliance bélonged the monastery at Erfurt. The Augus-
tinian monks especially, were held in high esteem by the higher
and more cultivated classes of the population. They were zeal-
ous in preaching and the care of souls, and were advocates of
theological study. Of this monastery, Amoldi, the teacher of
Luther, was a member. As the order owned no property and all
the members lived upon alms, the monks went through the city
and all the country round about, to beg money, bread, cheese, and
other provisions.

According to the rules of the order, he who applied for admis-
sion was not immediately received, but his application was laid
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aside for a while until it was ascertained whether he was really
in earnest. Then he was taken in as a so-called novice, and put
upon probation at least a year. During this period he might
withdraw if he chose.

Luther now thought it time to inform his parents of his reso-
lution. But the monastic brothers reminded him, on the contrary,
that a man must forsake father and mother for the sake of Christ
and his cross, and that no one who once having laid hold of the
plough and looks back, is fit for the kingdom of heaven. When
he then wrote to his father, the latter was sorely displeased at the
son for having repudiated his paternal rights. “ My father,” says
Luther some years after, “ was vexed with me beyond degree and
refused his sanction ; he answered me in writing, and addressed
me as Zrou—Dbefore that he had called me yox, because I was a
Master—and in a passion withdrew all favor from me.” About
that time the father lost two sons by the plague. The same pes-
tilence had also broken out so violently in Erfurt, that whole
crowds of students, with their teachers, fled away, and Luther's
father heard that his son Martin had also fallen a victim to it.
His friends then prevailed upon him to sacrifice to God his dear-
est object on earth, by permitting this son, who was still spared
to him, to enter into the monastic life. The father was finally per-
suaded; but he yielded, as Luther says, with an unwilling, sad-
dened mind.

The new convert was received among the novices with sacred
hymns, prayers and other solemnities. He was already dressed
in the costume of his order. It was a white woolen robe with a
cowl and cape of black cloth, and a black leather girdle. When
he was disrobed of his civil dress and he was invested with the
monastic vestment, Latin verses were sung over him, intimating
that the Lord was now “ putting off the old man, which is cor-
rupt, and putting on for him the new man which after God is
created in righteousness.” Over the cowl], there was a so-called
scapular, which was a narrow piece of cloth which hung over the
shoulders, breast and back down to the feet ; this signified that
he was to take upon himseclf the yoke of the Lord, who said,
“My yoke is easy and my burden is light.” After this he was
given over to the care of the master of the novices, whose duty
it was to initiate them into the practices of monastic sanctity, to
observe their conduct, and to watch over their souls.
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Above all things, their own will was to be entirely broken.
They were to learn that everything enjoined upon them was to
be performed without the least resistance, and even to be the
more willing to render obedience, the more it was against their
own disposition and taste. Inclination to-pride was to be over-
come by imposing upon them the meanest services. Friends of
Luther inform us that he, in the beginning of his novitiate, was
daily compelled to perform the most degrading work in sweeping
and scouring, and that it aflorded envious brothers peculiar
pleasure when he, the hitherto proud young Master, was ordered,
with a sack upon his shoulders, to beg through the town in com-
pany of a more experienced brother.

For a time the University interceded in his behalf as one of its
members, and obtained at least some mitigation of his trials.
From Luther's own mouth, we never afterwards hear any com-
plaint of these special burdens and vexations. He did not shrink
from them himself: he even desired to perform self-mortifying
duties, so that he might the more deserve God’s favors. Even
after he had become a Reformer, he gratefully spoke of his Novice
Master or “ Pedagogue” as he was called: “He was a good old
man—doubtless a genuine Christian under the monastic cowl.”

Every day was fully and regularly occupied by prayers and
other religious services prescribed for the novices. Seven or eight
hours of prayer or Horas were set apart for every day. The
brothers, who had not yet become priests, had to repeat the
Lord’s Prayer with the Ave Maria twenty-five times a day,
whilst to the priests were prescribed more general forms of prayer.
Luther was soon promoted to study certain theological branches,
which were taught by two learned Fathers of the convent. The
more important affair to him was that they gave into his hands
a Latin Bible, such as was used in the church. Just at this time,
a new code of statutes designed by Staupitz, the Vicar of the
Order, was introduced into the Augustinian convents of that
province, which inculcated diligent reading, devout hearing, and
zealous study of the Holy Scriptures. Luther had no competent
teacher of the Bible—he found the understanding of it difficult.
But with ardent longing he continued to read it and sigh for some
one to expound it.

After the year of probation had elapsed, there ensued the sol-
emn reception into the order. Luther here vowed to live in ac-
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cordance with the rules of the holy Father Augustin, and to ren-
der obedience to Almighty God, the virgin Mary, and the Prior
of the convent, “even unto death.” Before this vow was made
the vestments of the order were again put upon him, after they
had been consecrated with holy water and incense. The Prior
accepted his vow and sprinkled him with holy water, after he had
laid himself down upon the ground in the form of a cross.

At the conclusion of the ceremony, the brothers congratulated
him as being now like an innocent child that has just been bap-
tized. He was now furnished with a cell for himself, containing
a table, bedstead and chair. On March 7, 1872, this room was
destroyed by fire.

By an indissoluble vow, Luther had now bound himself to that
condition in life in which he aimed at securing heaven. All the
means through which he hoped to arrive at this result were richly
afforded to him in his convent. When he sought the favor of
Mary and other saints, who were to intercede for him at the
judgment seat of God and Christ, he found in his order a glow-
ing veneration, particularly for the holy Virgin, and all proper
instruction how to render her acceptable service. The doctrine
of the Immaculate Conception, which Pius IX. in our day has
ventured to elevate to the dignity of a church doctrine, was zeal-
ously defended by the Augustinians, and was also firmly believed
by Luther even after the beginning of his Reformation struggle.
One of his two theological instructors in the convent, John von
Paltz, glorified the virgin exceedingly in his writings, and zeal-
ously maintained that all Christians are her spiritual children.
“Under her mantle,” says Luther, “I had to creep at that time,
the Lord Jesus being out of view.” From the multitude of other
saints, Luther selected a number of such who might be his con-
stant protectors. Among these, besides Saint Anna, St. George
and others, the Apostle Thomas was named. From this one,
who himself once suffered so much on account of weakness of
faith and lack of courage, he hoped for peculiar sympathy. We
have already alluded t