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PREFACE.

ITHERTO the voice of Man alone has been heard in the

interpretation of what is deservedly called Sacred Wiz,

and he has elaborated creeds and revisions of the text. To pen-

etrate into its Soul, the inspiration of Woman is required, for,

through her being, as in the past, the light of the New Age
must dawn.

Beneath the very altars of the churches, within the very pages
of the books which have been used for almost all things except
their true objects, lives concealed a Truth so holy, so divine, so
absolutely consecrated to Human Liberty, that the hour has come,
in an age so devoted to the idea of freedom, when it should be
made manifest. At this time, when the materialist, or the stu-
dent of the mere external records of the past, is endeavouring
to prove that the pathetic and incomparable life-story of THE
MAN is a legend or a myth, it is more essential than it ever
was before, that, for the sake of its sublime principles, the reality
and possibility of his history and life should be demonstrated.

That this history has been terribly misused, perverted, and
degraded by religious bigots, and blind and unspiritual men,
through centuries of ignorance resulting from lack of the
general development necessary to understand the true work
of the Master, is, indeed, no argument whatever against its
eternal power and beauty.

The Man of Nazareth, was, in truth, the illustration of a
higher law, of the power of the Soul in divine parentage and
purified organisation, and from his first breath to his last, he,
among all men, thought, spoke, and lived in a freedom which
puts to shame the man-worship still alive in the present day, and
the mental slavery which bows before the external letter of the
records of his life, and the labours of his followers.
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An illustration of what man truly is, a representation of the
spiritual forces of the planet in their perfection, and embodied
in a single human being, was as necessary to the progress and
eternal welfare of this world as the law of gravitation or of
evolution. Therefore it was, that, at a particular epoch of its
history, when Oriental religions had waned, and before Euro-
pean civilisation had been, or could have been, born, the in-
carnation of this strong Soul became a necessity. Through the
recondite law of his being, he unveiled the ancient and esoteric
mysteries of spiritual power, the beauty of moral greatness, and
the glory of the highest immortality. He was the great born
Master, the adept, the living key of the work of the z/luminats
of an older age, the ¢ corner-stone " of the astro-masonic and
mathematically constructed Temple, — the mysterious strong-
hold of initiation and victory, of prophecy and progress, of the
silent Nile, —and over him, the chosen one of the angel-
world, death and hell had no power.

He trod truly on the ‘‘ serpent ™ of matter; he cast down the
curse of the subjection of woman, for his mother was free, pure,
sovereign, and inspired in her maternity ; he was the prediction
of the coming race, which ¢ toils not, nor spins ;™ the ¢ salva-
tion  he taught was the salvation of deliverance from disease,
crime, and death itself; he was the Christ, because he demon-
strated a law which would, beyond the age of Intellect, develop
the age of Soul.

Scattered among the time-worn records known as the ‘¢ New
Testament » are to be found the veiled truths ; and yet they are
only concealed to the outer reason : to the spirit they shine with
the star of prophecy, and reveal the future in the story of the
past.

When woman becomes free, and is spiritually united in per-
fect harmony to man, in marriage which is not of sense, but of
soul, then the arch-mystery of nature will be revealed, and the
apparently mysterious laws and principles manifested in Jesus
of Nazareth will reappear in manhood spiritually organised,
pure, capable of direct control over his material surroundings,
and of exercising the power of Will. Call it Christ-age, Millen-
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ium, the Angelic Era of Man, what you will, it is as much a
science, as much the result of the forces of this earth, as the age
of the amphibian, and it is on its way. The condition will, as
before, be earned; it will be the fruit of sacrifice, struggle, mar.
tyrdom of the past, — first won by the few, then by the many.
The signs of its advent, everywhere prophesied, are even now
everywhere around us.

They who would follow in the Master’s steps must possess
their souls in freedom ; he asks no worship ; he seeks no slav-

.ery; he wills at last to be understood.

¢« Strong Son of God! Immortal Love!*— the Light, the
Pathway, the Resurrection, and the Life! —again wilt thou
shine forth in the soul of Man and Woman, and show that
through spiritual fatherhood and motherhood in those whom
God hath indeed ‘joined together,” death itself shall disap-
pear!

It is the scientific completion of the work of Christ. Man
may have been the builder of the church of the hour in which he
has stood as self-elected priest; woman, in the coming era, must
be the architect of the real and eternal temple of humanity, in
which ¢ they that worship the Father shall worship Him in
spirit and in truth,” — calling themselves neither of this church
nor that, frequenting neither ¢ this mount, nor Jerusalem,” be-
cause old and external things will have passed away, and the
interior life will have become perfect, and in harmony with the
divine laws. It is ¢ the one far-off divine event to which the
whole creation moves.”

¢ And him evermore I behold
Walking in Galilee,
Through the corn-field’s waving gold,
In bhamlet, in wood, and in wold,
By the shores of the Beautiful Sea.
He toucheth the sightless eyes;
Before him the mournings flee;
To the dead, he sayeth, Arise!
To the faithful, follow me!
And that voice still soundeth on
From the centuries that are gone
To the centuries that shall be!”
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d his Mother remain for all time the archetypes
s, of imperishable forces, of the highest and no-
conditions. From idolatrous worship of the in-
will be led to study the possibilities of their own
1e radiance of the long-crucified Christ within.
1ce do we salute thee, Mother! With joy do we
1erging from the silence and the shadow, O Man
e, Man and Woman are equal. It was the divine
ature which crowned thee at last with Immor-

g
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THE CHRIST.
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THE

SPIRIT OF THE NEW TESTAMENT.

CHAPTER 1.
THE INCARNATION.

Concerning the holy incarnation of the Angel-Soul
known on earth as  Jesus of Nazareth.

LL thoughtful observers of nature in its widest as-
pects will notice that planetary life seems subject .
to the law of periodicity, — part of interplanetary rela-
tions, and part of the organic law of our own globe.

This is manifested in the seasons, day and night, the
tides, the conditions of gestation, and functional activity
in physical life, and in its varied stages of growth and
development. None attempt to deny the all-powerful
solar and lunar influences, and the time will come
when the more occult forces exercised by the planets,
and which were known to the ancient sages and astrolo-
gers, and their peculiar magnetic sway, will be ac-
knowledged as ?reely as the external science of as-
tronomy, since the entire,solar system is linked together
by a common origin.

Connected with all these manifestations of an ever-
increasing ebb and flow, and flux and influx, is seen
the grander sweep of spiritual development, which, al-
though subject to steady growth at all times, is marked
likewise by cycles, or wly;at may be termed Messianic pe-
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riods, in which, however unobserved at the particular
date, some potent spiritual force, long struggling to be
born, appears at last in a certain completeness, or em-
bodiment, and influences a long succeeding age.

There have been several such periods in the world’s
history since man became ripe for such methods of en-
lightenment, and produced the conditions which called
each forth,— six great ones altogether,! — of which the
last and all-important one was that of the life of Jesus
of Nazareth.

This life was manifested at one of the greatest crises
in the history of man, it may be said the greatest, and
was centred where two of the most marked nations of
the earth, Egypt and Palestine, were developed. Both,
first one, and subsequently the other, had been con-
centrated sites of spiritual power, and when the great
life of the one had degenerated, the other was called
forth to reconstruct certain religious truths in a sepa-
rate sphere. The influence of Egypt, indeed, unknown
to us, is still felt throughout human thought ; its original
religious conceptions were of the most lofty kind, and
its wisdom, at that period necessarily known only to
the initiated few, such as might instruct modern science.
The seers of Israel, whose inspirational utterances are
now read with conventional reverence in the churches,
could never have raised their voices among the people
but for contact with the ideas of the eternal, the true,
the right, the just, the immortal, which, lost in a later
age, were once the clear light of the earlier religious be-
liefs of Egypt. And the Scripture history of the Pen-
tateuch, mixed as it is with legendary details, or
ordinary incidents represented as supernatural, clearly
point to the origin of the reformatory revival under-
taken by Moses, who was acquainted with the ancient
wisdom, and was led of the spirit, however deeply his
work became encrusted by the innumerable rites and

1 The missions of Osiris, Buddha, Confucius, Z ter, Moh d, Jesus,
all of whose lives were adapted to different epochs and races, each became
centres of spiritual life for humanity.
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observances, also of Egyptian origin, of the Jewish
griests of a later day. None have ever disputed that

alestine was the special religious nation of the earth,
and that, in that land, notwithstanding many barbarisms
incident to the times, there was, for centuries, never
wanting a prophet or a seer, stronger than the priest,
who arose to appeal to the people with his free and
lofty utterances on the one God and the human soul.
There are songs of David, and flaming strains of Isaiah,
which will live as long as appreciation of the good and
the beautiful exists in the heart of man. They possess
the immortality of the spirsZ, in which is a life which
can never die.

The crisis which has been referred to occurred when
this psychic life of the past was dying, or wrapped in
the cerements of exterior forms,—when the Roman

» ‘empire was destined to wane, and when the elements
of

uropean civilization were about to be out-wrought
from semi-barbarian hordes, which required some
powerful and common faith to preserve them from dis-
integration ; for nothing holds men together like a com-
mon religion, and even a bloody crusade is a degree
better than selfish raids of robbery and murder. More-
over, out of these varied races, superior organisations
were to be developed, through which mind could oper-
ate, bearing in due season the ripe fruit of the knowledge
of steam and electricity, until at last the age of Mind
should be succeeded by that of Soul.

The signs of the times, known far and wide in the
East, pointed, in the planets, in the condition of men,
in the prophecies of the seers of many lands, to a Messi-
anic period ; and the age was ripe for the concentrated
manifestation of spiritual strength which may burst forth
as the flower of every developing world, — which is
its CurisT, and which upholds the ideal standard of its
race for all time. The guiding Powers, to whom past,
present, and future are as an open book, realised the
expectations of the Jews, oppressed by a foreign yoke,
and the necessities of man; of the desire for a deliver-



SNATNe e e

4 THE SPIRIT OF THE NEW TESTAMENT.

ance and a king in Palestine,' and the wider cry for
light arising in a thousand dark places in the earth ; and
they answered those voiceless prayers with a wisdom
which, dwelt upon as it has been through centuries of
preaching, has never been understood in its fulness.
They designed to give, and they did give, in the land
of monotheism, a lesson, a Living Word, which should
be so many-sided, so potent, so inspired, so free, and so
sublime, that it would teach the ages, and rise above all
endeavours to misinterpret it, to discard it, to undervalue
it, and to disbelieve it, and in which the prophetic
myths of the past, of ¢ the woman” and ¢ the child,”
now recalled in such a shallow manner to explain the
existence of the Gospels, or such parts of them as might
possibly be so explained, should express their great
significance. Look deep enough, and that which seems
a myth, a world-wide legend, a scripture of the skies,
i8 ‘a voice crying in the wilderness,”” which is the
herald of some eternal truth, born in a moment of
inspiration, and winged with life to live in many forms
in the minds of millions. A great event is, indeed,
vaguely shadowed forth in many phases of religion, and
for centuries before it occurs.

Every lesson that could teach man how to conquer
self, and to conquer matter, was to be taught. The
kingdom, so eagerly looked for by Jewish priests and
rabbies, and which had been the hope of Israel for more
than fifteen hundred years, was to be that of the interior
life, — the royalty of the spirit, strong in the strength of
love, and the divine law of its incarnation, — and it was
to crush and cast out all the selfish expectations of that
time or any other. And this was the design: —

Woman was to be an instrument in the work.

She was to become a mother in pure liberty, which
acknowledged neither human laws nor rites of priests.

The very birth of the Man was to be a hushed-up
reproach.

t Tacitus speaks of the ancient belief ofthe people of Judea, that they would
become masters of the whole world ; and it must have boen well known at this
period of their history. .
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His cradle would be a manger.

A carpenter’s workshop would be the scene of his
childhood.

His home would be among a despised people, and in
an uncultured province.

Seclusion was to be his lot until manhood.

The knowledge of his mission would be awakened by
a reformer outside the Jewish Church.

That reformer would be a martyr, who would taste
of prison and of death.

Evil influences would assail him, though they should
not prevail.

Dishonour and insult were to attend the success of his
three years’ mission.

He was to associate with publicans and sinners, and
women of no repute.

To outrage orthodox and reverenced beliefs.

To be charged with selfishly seeking an earthly
crown, while absolutely disappointing the self-same
persons in his work for a kingdom not of this
world.

To be homeless, doubted by his own family, and to
know not where to lay his head.

To be called ¢ mad,” a ¢ deceiver,” a ‘¢ Sabbath-
breaker,” a ‘* blasphemer,” and one in league with evil
spirits.

To be betrayed as disreputable by an apparent
follower.

To be forsaken of every friend, and falsely accused.

To be disgraced and convicted as a common criminal,
and to be crucified outside the walls of Jerusalem be-
tween two poor thieves.

And to achieve the result of the Sacrifice in the
eternal viotory of the Soul.

After this it is almost unnecessary to point out that
the details of the life of the Nazarene, as an ideal man,
contained a symbolical history of the destiny of the
human race.

The virgin woman represents the soul of man.
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The visit of the spirit, the growth of seership which
awakens her consciousness.

The immaculate conception, the infusion of the
spiritual into the external, vitalising it with new life.

The birth of the Christ, the spiritualisation of man,
or the ¢ seed of the woman,” who conquers the
‘¢ dragon,” or physical matter and its evils.

The voice of the Baptist, the recognition of the
coming development of man through prophecy and
minds free from creeds.

The wilderness, the lonely warfare of the spiritual
before it can enter on its divine mission.

The works of love and mercy, the living and awaken-
ing power of soul.

The trial, the arraignment of the illuminated soul by
the reason.

The crucifixion, its temporary rejection and final
struggle with the blindness of the material nature.

The manifestation or at-one-ment, the union of the
twain, the harmony of the inner and the outer, the
open proof of immortality, and of the way of life.

The ascension, the passing beyond the sphere of
planetary life and the eternal reign of the soul.

All nature tells this beautiful story. The very husk
of the seed dissolves as it bursts from the dark soil with
its new germ of life. The very winter heralds its
victory. The death of the body sets free the spirit.
And at last the penetration of the physical by the
spiritual produces the final liberation of man.

Let us turn to the familiar pages which contain the
outline of the life-story of Jesus of Nazareth.!

His birth was spiritual. His mother, to whom the
prophecy that a Jewish maiden should become the
mother of a Deliverer was well-known, was chosen for
her pure and psychic organisation. She was virgin in
body and soul, filled with holy and unselfish aspira-
tions for her people, and possessed of those gifts of

1 Throughout this work the revised version of the New Testament, published,
according to the current chronology, in 1881, has been used.

\ .
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seership which enable man to perceive and converse
with spiritual beings. Forewarned of her glorious
mission, she experienced neither fear nor doubt when
the hour arrived in which the incarnation of the Christ
the angel of the planet, was to be effected. She was so
organised as to be capable of expressing the highest
law of motherhood, — the motherhood of inspiration, —
and, in a moment of exalted receptivity, through spiritual
fatherhood of the purest and most powerful order, and
under the most inspiring and illuminating conditions,
the great foundation-stone of the coming work was
laid. No man was sufficiently interiorly developed to
become the father of the child; the parentage was
immortal, and expressed a divine power which exists
in that rare marriage, not of earth, in which the mas-
culine and feminine souls are one spirit.

The sustaining friendship of Joseph was necessary
to protect the virgin mother, around whom beautiful
influences circled, and who was kept apart from the
world. He was told that the son she would bring
forth must be called ¢¢ Jesus,” the meaning of which is
¢t deliverer.” Every stage of her motherhood was full
of purity, and the command given to Joseph by their
holy guides would have been of the same order if he
had been the father of a child. To become a true
mother, the being of woman should be held sacred
after conception is known to have taken place; she is a
priestess; she is in a creative condition; pure and
devoted love for her and the little life she is developing
should be wrapped around her; she should be free
and sovereign until the child is born. Yes; and if the
children of earthly passions continue to be brought forth,
if marriage, so called, continues to be desecrated,
woman, in the name of humanity, will have to wrest her
motherhood from the chains of every man-made law,
and stand FREE, as was Mary! It will be her duty.
She wifl not dare to do it unless she is pure and filled
with the highest attraction for the man; she will be a
monogamist in her inmost thoughts; and she will be
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faithful to the divine law which can produce a ‘¢ holy
family.”” In the presence of woman and her sacred
capacities, governments and churches are at this hour
alike ¢* weighed in the balances and found wanting.”

The home was at Nazareth ; the birth was at Bethle-
hem, the ¢ city of David,”! and the journey of Joseph and
Mary to record their names in the census for taxation
of their ancestral place, resulted in the child being born
in a condition of homelessness. On earth, indeed, there
never could have been a real home for him. It is said that
the mother sheltered in one of the numerous caves in the
neighbourhood of the town, which had been used as a sta-
ble, as the £kan was already full on her arrival. About
the same period, the birth of John, the reformer, also very
marked, occurred. He was born with a very spiritual
organisation, and his work was preparatory and essen-
tial to the work of Christ. Of him it was foretold that
he would possess the ‘¢ spirit and power of Elijah,” or, in
other words, be a remanifestation of that strong soul.
His mother, also, was a devout woman, and the father
was something higher than a mere priest. Elizabeth,
having her spiritual vision opened, at once recognised
Mary and the light which was to shine through her,
and together they mutually strengthened each other,
and drew around them influences which were of ser-
vice in the coming work. Mary truly declared that
t¢a]l generations should call her blessed,” and the
prophecy made to her by the angelic visitor that of ¢ the
kingdom ” of the child there ¢ should be no end,” was
nothing more than the truth. Equally true, though
mournful, was the prophetic utterance of Simeon, who
told the young mother that the child was *¢ set for the
falling and rising of many in Israel, for a sign which
would be spoken against,” (the Cross) ¢ and that a sword
should pierce through her own soul also.”

1Calculated, so far as can be ascertained, to have taken place about the year

0o A.U.C. (in the reign of the Roman emperor Czsar Augustus) and

erefore about four years before the commencement of the ¢ Christian Era.”
‘This would make 1885 the rea/ date of 1881, which is the close, not the
beginning, of the perihelia of the planets.
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Waere these visions and prophecies miraculous? Not
in the least. They occurred then, as they occur now,
as they have, indeed, occurred more or less among all
races, according to a natural law. The gifts of prophecy
and of seership, or clairvoyance, are based on a true
science of man. In a more developed condition, man
will see both with the outward, and inner or spiritual
eye. With the one he may see the skies and the earth,
with the other the secret of the common flower, or the
hidden life-story of his fellow-man.

The angelic guides of Mary and Joseph did not inter-
fere with their presentation of the child in the Jewish
temple, nor their acceptation of the usual Jewish rites,
although his work was to be such as would completely
discard the ceremonies of the past. Through his own
strength it was seen that the child would grow out of
them, and his mother and foster-father, although realis-
ing that he was the ‘¢ anointed one,” had no conception
of the character of the work, or of its real victory. It
brought him in contact with the beautiful influences of
the aged seer, Simeon, who had been impressed with
the great truth that Israel’s deliverer was at hand, and
taking the child in his arms, his inner vision was opened,
and his lips were moved to utter the words of the spirit,
that the ¢ salvation” was for all people, for ¢t a light of
revelation to the Gentiles.”” Strange words for a Jew!
Too strange, indeed. for any of the mortals present to
understand. Woman, also, was called upon to deliver
her inspired message within the temple walls to one who
was destined not only to rend them asunder, but eventu-
ally to deliver her from all bondage. Anna, the proph-
etess, thanked God, as she also recognised the long-
promised redemption.

Nor were these the only witnesses. A beautiful
vision, accompanied by songs and strains of rejoicing,
had swept be?ore the astonished gaze of the humble
shephergs of Bethlehem’s quiet fields.

The seers of the East, who had seen the ¢ star,” —
in other words, who were able to read the planetary
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signs denoting a marked birth, and the indications of a
new era, visited Jerusalem, and found out the child
from the prophecies in the sacred writings.! Was such
a recognition from far-off lands possible? Certainly.
There are always some who know the hour, and can
point to the truth amid universal blindness.

Meanwhile, the shadow of the cross, which was veiled
from all, had already risen over the young life. The evil-
minded Herod the Great, the ruler of Judeza, whose
life was stained with deeds of unusual cruelty and vice,
had heard reports that a child had been born who would
‘be ¢t king of the Jews,” and, on consulting the rabbies,
ascertained that the birthplace would be Bethlehem,
and he at once issued orders for the massacre of all the
male children under two yearsold. Probably not more
than a score of children perished in a town of that size ;
and, viewed among the other acts of Herod, this must
have appeared an almost insignificant occurrence. The
angel-guides, ever watchful, ever strong, warned the
foster-father before the decree was made known, and
bade the seers of the East silently retire, and the little
family left Palestine and took refuge in Egypt. The
cruel attempt was thus not only frustrated, like all such
endeavours to crush and destroy a holy work, but was of
advantage to the child, young as he was. Foralengthy
period he lived amid the powerful psychic influences
with which ancient Egypt had been literally baptised,
and his first footsteps were gutded along the banks of
the peaceful Nile, and under the shadow of the sealed
and silent pyramid. He returned to the scene of his
future mission, not only strengthened in spirit and body,
but surrounded by a power which had penetrated the
ages, and which was unconsciously illuminating his in-
most soul. ““Out of Egypt hkave I called my son.”
And Herod, who had sought' to destroy the life of one

1The fim of gold, frankincense, and myrrh, were such as Eastern sages
would be likely to present, and symbolized, life, power, and death, which were
prnEhetic in their nature. Legend has th)pily described the men as a Hindoo,
an ptian, and a Greek, for the herald of the spiritual race was the revela-
tor of the wisdom of these great nations of antiquity.
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who was incarnated to annihilate the power of corrup-
tion, perished a premature prey to it in an illness which
was of exceptional misery and suffering.

The land of Palestine was then divided into provinces
governed by his sons; Galilee, by Herod Antipas;
Jud=a and Samaria, by Archelaus ; and the district be-
yond Jordan, by Philip. The union of Judza and .
Samaria was, in itself, a deep insult to thegews. who
looked upon the Samaritans as outcasts, ‘‘Assyrians,”
who had despised the customs of their fathers.

Not only the boyhood, but the carly manhood ot
Jesus was passed in peaceful seclusion, and common
occupations. Spiritual in nature and organisation, he
was carefully held in the strong sympathetic vital mag-
netism of harmonious family life ; and, in order that he

might be more fully sustained, brothers and sisters were
born to him, of his mother and the man he long looked
upon as father. Woman had not yet completely entered
into the work of immortality ; it was concentrated in a
Man ; she had vindicated a great law, but the hour was
not ripe for it to be unveiled to the people. She had
manifested ideal motherhood ; it was not given to her to
manifest the perfect ideal of wifehood. The being of
Mary was a silent, sacred altar of sacrifice, rather than a
throne of perfect victory. The son of power born, she
retired among domestic duties, and fresh relations, and
we hear no word from her of the share she possessed in
demonstrating the divine possibilities which exist in
man.

Nazareth was situated in Galilee, where many Gen-
tiles resided, including even Greeks, and this fact
tended to broaden the sympathies of the boy, whose love
of humanity was inborn, and who intuitively took the
side of the unjustly oppressed and despised. Its mixed
population was in fact regarded almost as foreign by
the {ews in general, and a peculiar brogue marked the
Galilean native wherever he went. Amid social sur-
roundings such as these, the beautiful flowers, and birds,
and atmosphere of the place, he dwelt and pondered in
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peace, increasing daily in a latent strength which was
to come forth at the appointed hour with sudden and
wonderful radiance. The long and gradual develop-
ment showed the thoroughly human nature of the man,
and the internal growth of a strong and pure spirit is a
mightier force than a score of so-called miraculous
events. In the legends of writers of a later period,
such as are contained in the ¢¢ Gospel of the Infancy,”
we see the apocrypbal character of the records, un-
spiritual, external, and false to the ideal which the
angel-world desngned

The visit of Jesus to the temple is the only recorded
occurrence at this time, and it is typical of several ex-
periences through which he passed. He weighed and
pondered over the religion of his country not a little ;
and, when opportunity occurred, was eager to discuss
the subject with those who were considered learned
men. These stirrings of his spirit led him on one oc-
casion into a prolonged discussion at Jerusalem, which
disclosed to him his own capacity to penetrate into the
heart of the dogmas, beliefs, and observances of the
past, and on hearing the anxious remonstrances of his
mother, who saw not the direction of his beautiful mis-
sion in life. he told her that he had begun to work for
God. ‘* Zhe Father's business” had loomed before
him; to enlighten and free the souls of men, and to
teach them the divine nature of love. These visits to
Jerusalem were like the seed sown in a fruitful soil,
which were destined to bear fruit at last, an hundred-
fold. The Scriptures, the Mishna, and the Talmud,
the usual studies of a Jewish youth, were all silently
weighed and thought over by Jesus, so far as he became
acquainted with them in the retired home of his boy-
hood, although letters, scholarship, elaborate re-
searches and criticisms of texts were not for him. He
knew enough to recognise the truth of his own great
inspirations.




THE AWAKENING. - 13

CHAPTER 1II.
THE AWAKENING.

AT about the age of thirty years, selected as a pe-
riod of mental and physical ripeness, an event
took place which was designed to bring Jesus into the
field of public work. John, the finely-organised son
of Zacharias, had at last come forth from his remote
home to carry out the reformatory crusade for which
he was born, and which had been destined to prepare
the way for the more concentrated and powerful mis-
sion of Jesus. He commenced his operations in the
free air of the wilderness, thereby avoiding the spheres
of the large towns, and inspired of the spirit, — it
might more truthfully be said, of noble spirits,—he
gave voice to utterances similar to those which had
blazed forth from the prophets of old, and enjoined
the people, who speedily heard of him and thronged to
witness an unusual spectacle, to Ziéve worthily. There
had been talk long enough among his creed-bound
hearers, rites enough, ceremonies enough. What
were their lives? He was also influenced to speak of
the Coming One, through whom men and beliefs would
be *¢ weighed in the balances,” and judged as they were,
or were not, found wanting. The chaff that was given
in the place of grain, — of living bread for the people, —
this approaching spiritual fire would, by its flame of
truth, speedily destroy. The only rite he seemed to
value was that of baptism, as a sort of recognition of
reformed life, and higher aspirations. It was his sig-
net-mark on those who followed him, and, in an East-
ern climate especially, of value as regarded health,
cleanliness, and purity. It was very radical, very con-
trary to customary Jewish usages, and a silent condem-
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nation of the existing church. But a great spiritual force
" was around the man; he had a mind which dared to
think for itself; he fearlessly spoke as he was influ-
enced ; and it was the sphere of all others with which
the guardian spirits desired to bring Jesus in contact.
He felt attracted by the reports of John; there was an
inner harmony which drew them together, and, after
listening to him with deep sympathy and interest, he
came forward and requested baptism of the man who
had been prophesying his own work. John had in-
deed seen a vision of Jesus, and was informed that he
would recognise him by the sign of a dove, as a symbol
of spiritual power. Possessing, as the baptist did, the
voice of the prophet, and the eye of a seer, he instantly
felt the nature of the presence before him, and told him,
truly, that he had no need of baptism, for he possessed
that which was higher than any earthly signs. ¢ This
is the deliverer!” said he; ‘“and it was in order that he
should be known to Israel that I have been sent forth.
He is the one foretold to me by the spirit.”

Jesus, however, wisely insisted on it, and the simple
initiation produced conditions which enabled his unseen
guardians to pour upon him a mighty influx, which, as
it were, illuminated his whole soul, and made him
ready to enter likewise on an undertaking which would
draw forth and tax every power that was within him.
To the mortals near, neither voice nor vision were
made known, but to the opened eye of Jesus the bright
and beautiful beings around him appeared in perfect
clearness, and light of surpassing strength and purity
fell upon his head in the mystic form of a dove,—a
symbol of Peace, if not for him, for others for whom
he was born. He knew himself, — knew that he, the
obscure Nazarene, had been called from seclusion for
the sake of the people, knew that he was the unknown,
unrecognised fulfilment of Israel’s prophecies, for a
voice of power had spoken to him and said ¢* Thou art
called of God! Thou art sealed! Go forth! Thou
art the MAN!” Who of heaven’s workers on earth
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have ever resisted this solemn appeal? Impelled by an
irresistible impulse they have left home, friends, love,
reputation, happiness, and, though it has led them to
the cross, or to the prison, or to the stake, have conse-
crated their all to human needs and welfare! Each has
said, ¢* In the name of God, I come !” Upheld by angels,
and facing all that men, in their blindness, could do to
kill the truth they represented, they have been strong to
endure. Not one of these ‘¢ little ones” has perished.
To be on the side of truth, though it bring martyrdom,
is to be victorious. Thrice called was the chosen one
of Israel; thrice consecrated in that hour by the blue
waters of the Jordan, and he was ready for the brief,
arduous, and decisive contest of the three years’ reforma-
to% work. )

here remained now but one thing to do: to give
this pure, spiritual, illuminated man an armour, as it
were, of steel, through some ordeal corresponding to the
ancient preliminary methods of initiation, and out of
which he would come both doubly strong and com-
pletely educated. = The wilderness of the records in
the Gospels has been purposely veiled. It was the
wilderness of the innermost being of Jesus. He was
permitted to enter it, —nay driven forth in it by the
decree of heaven. He was about to meet men and
women, with all their different spheres, and he was
destined to work among women of evil reputation.
Whatever human feeling there was in him attracting
him specially to womanhood, had to be overcome, not
because celibacy is a divine condition, for it is the
reverse, but because for him on earth there was no
mate, no peer, and his work was limited and confined
to his own nature for the best and wisest purposes.

A spiritual race could not at that time have lived.
The elements of the earth were not sufficiently refined
for such a consummation. Yet Jesus had to under-
stand and penetrate the human heart, not through mere
vision, — for that, however clear, is not insight, — but
thorough realisations of its nature in his own conscious-
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ness, and these were wrought out through his exqui-
sitely sensitive and susceptible organisation, by psycho-
logical reflections powerfully thrown upon him. The
¢ forty days” represented a period of awakening man-
hood, of tempting forces, of trial, of suffering, and of
victory. They were the ripening of the Messianic work,
prophetic of it, and emblematic in their character. He
felt the Aunger, the deprivation, the loneliness; he
listened to the inner voice, ¢t Thou art for the people!
Thou art wedded to thy cause; self must die in thy
mission, and the truth born of thee will be the truth of
Immortality ! ” The angel-voice triuniphed, and were
men born of the spirit instead of the flesh, it ever would
triumph. [Earthly marriage is no rest; and they, like
‘Iesus, would wait in peace until they recognised the
ove of the soul.

Moreover, through the higher law of his being, Jesus
possessed a peculiar power over matter. As a thauma-
turgist who avoided reform and burning questions, he
might have ranked among the kings of the earth, and
wealth and fame would have been