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QUEER THEORY 

AN INTRODUCTION 

Why "queer tbOOl)"? At me time the term 'queer' wa, derogatory and part of the 
ar .eoal ofhomophobic a~. The evolutioo of the term i. "'llOCiated with the disoontent. .~d 
"""Slaint. of lesbiAn and Gay'tud i .... OIl . of the fir!lI 10 identifY os a queer thwrisl ,',a. Eye 
KO/;Cfok)' Sedgwick. She wanted to tran'l<:end the gayiS/might spllto in femililim by u~n 8 
quoetm.", as • the<retical penpecti,.., opeI1 to anyooe regardl e,. of saual expel;""'" or identity. 

Gay women e5peciali}' h..d IrOuble with feminism. Gayle Rubin in. tigated the move 
from fem ini.t theory to q......,. th<:<:.y Sh. , tated thai lesbion femini , t ideology analyzed the 
oppres. ion ot'l •• bion, in term . of the oppressioo of worn..,. Al the same time Jesb;ans are I I", 
oppres5ed os queen; and po: .. , .. m in ten"s of sexual, not gender , tratification, Forthcr. feminist 
"""0= of gonder opP"'MiOl1 and male dominance do not fully exploin the sexuality of all 
women. Thus the DeW ko- a oeparate queer theory oumde of women', Jtudie. 

Aootheo: inil"""", in tho ' qu<""ing " of ]",billl and gay studies w,," Judith Butler. She 
:od~,""'lc" mo,ing be)uKl """ 01; .. 1101 p-oblenls of identity to "denaturalizing" gender ond sex 
idtnlitks. l bi, proce", can result in the subver'ion of identities and the exploration of varion, 
prao..'ti= unique to the loshion culn.re (drai!. butch-f""'me. cros,-d", .. <ing. trru\oscxUllity, etc.) 

The per"'" ,,00 actually wined the term "ql!eO' theory" "'liS Teres:! De Lauretis, Sbe 
now thinks the term ha, nogati".. political baggage. She like h« colleagues deconstruct the 
binlll)' concepts "het"-06e,uo,l-bom,""",ual "; but De Laureti, want, to carry the .itherlor 
breakdcMn to such coocopt, as ""xuality/good« ond IlltibomOJlhobic.'femini.t Shewantcd queer 
theory 10 r=lt in a I""';wigm <hi 1\ in stOO}1ng a new OOIIstrucrion of gender and """,,wily, or, 
EIIII .J!e put it "on«h...- way of thinxing the .. xual". After attacking binary apprOiOChes in lesbi ... 
and Ijlay <ludi.., De La,.-eti, u<co a non ridged binary definitioo of lesbian and gay sexualiti.,,: 
"an agency of""",ial l""ooe'l<I wh"", moo., of functiooing i, lull interactive and yet r."i'tant, lull 
porticipatory and yet di 5linct, d airning at oooe eqll!llity and difference, demanding political 
repr=tation while inli.ting on;is rnateri.l and cultural specificity". De Laure!is afiUCS fit' 
the int"'J'l""loli"" of IC$N~n ~nd gay culture by quocr th...,i,t, ond, more importandy, a discoo= 
00 the coo'<!rucroo $1k",,,, .. in these interpretations. 

Thi, ~g of IMan aad goy studies is a movement nO! only that expand s notions, 
idea, ~nd ooncepl> of "Ofwenti,.,.1 l. ,bi"" Ind gay stlldie .. but i. also The radical idea that 
insli ~aled I .. bian and glY studi .. initially. Queering i. evol"ing with M AIIlbivalent but 
pro:.hMi"" relationship bet,',,,,n gay and qu .... , In the mid-eightie:! ther. nlrel\dy existod loshi." 
and gay otudks in many roIleg .. and UIIi,'er, ities in the United State" By the 1990, ill a ,urge 
of ","Caliyil)' there emerged a proiucl;ve queer , cholarohip that went beyood and questioood li"oo; 
of i;lenlificali"" and desire amoog g..,der" r"""" ond "",ual definitioo,. 



Queer III...,. i •• rodk:aJ ~ from -' di""""""- Ito definition;1 in .... 1I.nl 
cN"a< ond <lebate. At MidI~ Warn", .. ~ "!he IJII>CaI of queer til"",>' h .. 11ll1striP98'i 
."yonC'f _ ... of...t.&t~·;1 m .. n,! " 
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