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PREFACE.

—_——

THE following Sketch first appeared as the article
ISRAEL in the FEncyclopedia Britannica in 1881.
It was afterwards reprinted in 1885, as an appendix
to the English translation of my Prolegomena. That
volume is now out of print, and there were diffi-
culties in the way of an immediate reissue of the
Prolegomena which do not apply to a simple reprint
of the historical sketch. Nor is there any intrinsic
reason why the two should not be separated ; the
latter therefore now appears, for the third time, as

an independent booklet.
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18 ISRAEL AND JUDAH. CHAP. I

what Mosaism really was can be derived; for it
cannot in any sense be regarded as the starting-
point of the subsequent development. If it was
the work of Moses, then we must suppose it to have
remained a dead letter for centuries, and only through
King Josiah and Ezra the scribe to have become
operative in the national bistory.! The historical
tradition which has reached us relating to the period
of the judges and of the kings of Israel is the main
source, though only of course in an indirect way, of
our knowledge of Mosaism. But within the Penta-
teuch itself also the Aistorical tradition about Moses
(which admits of being distinguished, and must
carefully be separated, from the legislative, although
the latter often clothes itself in narrative form) is
in its main features manifestly trustworthy, and can
only be explained as resting on actual facts.

From the historical tradition, then, it is certain
that Moses was the founder of the Torah. But the
legislative tradition cannot tell us what were the
positive contents of his Torah. In fact it can be
shown that throughout the whole of the older period
the Torah was no finished legislative code, but con-
sisted entirely of the oral decisions and instructions
of the priests; as a whole it was potential only ;
what actually existed were the individual sentences
given by the priesthood as they were asked for.
Thus Moses was not regarded as the promulgator

1 Comp. chaps. viii. and x.





















BEGINNINGS OF THE NATION. 23

fundamental characteristic of Semitic religion, is an
untenable exaggeration which has recently become
popular out of opposition to the familiar thesis about
the monotheistic instinct of the Semites.! Moab,
Ammon, and Edom, Israel’'s nearest kinsfolk and
neighbours, were monotheists in precisely the same
sense in which Israel itself was; but it would be
foolish surely in their case to think of foreign
importation.

Manetho’s statements about the Israelites are for
the most part to be regarded as malicious inventions :
whether any genuine tradition underlies them at all
is a point much needing to be investigated. The
story of Exod. ii. I s¢q. is a mythus which recurs
elsewhere, to which no further significance is at-
tached, for that Moses was trained in all the wisdom
of the Egyptians is vouched for by no earlier authori-
ties than Philo and the New Testament. According
to the Old Testament tradition his connection is with
Jethro’s priesthood or with' that of the Kenites.
This historical presupposition of Mosaism has
external evidence in its favour, and is inherently
quite probable.)

1 Noldeke, Literar. Centralbl., 1877, p. 365.



CHAPTER II
THE SETTLEMENT IN PALESTINE.

THE kingdom of Sihon did not permanently suffice
the Israelites, and the disintegration of the Canaanites
to the west of Jordan in an endless number of king-
doms and cities invited attack. The first essay was
made by Judah in conjunction ‘with Simeon and
Levi, but was far from prosperous. Simeon and
Levi were annihilated ; Judah also, though success-
ful in mastering the mountain land to the west of
the Dead Sea, was so only at the cost of severe
losses which were not again made up until the
accession of the Kenite families of the south (Caleb).
As a consequence of the secession of these - tribes,
a new division of the nation into Israel and Judah
took the place of that which had previously subsisted
between the families of Leah and Rachel ; under
Israel were included all the tribes except Simeon,
Levi, and Judah, which three are no longer men-
tioned in Judg. v., where all the others are carefully
and exhaustively enumerated. This half-abortive

first invasion of the west was followed by a second,
24


















30 ISRAEL AND JUDAH. CHAP. IL

of the Negeb brought. For Zarah and Pharez,
which took the place of Er and Onan after these
had disappeared, belonged originally, not to Israel,
but to Hezron or the Kenites ; under this designa-
tion are included families like those of Othniel,
Jerachmeel, and Caleb, and, as. has been already
remarked, even in David’s time these were not
reckoned as strictly belonging to Judah. Thus the
depletion which the tribe had to suffer in the
struggle with the Canaanites at the beginning of
the period of the judges was the remote cause
of the prominence which, according to 1 Chron. ii.,
the Bne Hezron afterwards attained in Judab.
The survivors of Simeon also appear to have been
forced back upon these Hezronites in the Negeb;
the cities assigned to them in the Book of Joshua
all belong to that region.)

Even after the united resistance of the Canaanites
had been broken, each individual community had
still enough to do before it could take firm hold
of the spot which it had searched out for itself or
to which it had been assigned. The business of
effecting permanent settlement was just a continua-
tion of the former struggle, only on a diminished
scale; every tribe and every family now fought for
its own hand after the preliminary work had been
accomplished by a united effort. Naturally, there-
fore, the conquest was at first but an incomplete
one. The plain which fringed the coast was hardly
























38 ISRAEL AND JUDAH. CHAP. I

not live by bread alone, and that there are other
things of worth than those which Baal can bestow ;
it brought ever again into the foreground the divine-
ness of heroical self-sacrifice of the individual for the
good of the nation.



CHAPTER IIIL

THE FOUNDATION OF THE KINGDOM, AND THE FIRST
THREE KINGS.

TeE Philistines were the means of arousing from
their slumber Israel and Jehovah. From their
settlements by the sea on the low-lying plain which
skirts the mountains of Judah on the west, they
pressed northwards into the plain of Sharon, and
thence into the plain of Jezreel beyond, which is
connected with that of Sharon by the upland valley
of Dothan. Here, having driven out the Danites,
they came into direct contact with the tribe of
Joseph, the chief bulwark of Israel, and a great
battle took place at Aphek, where the plain of
Sharon merges into the valley of Dothan. The
Philistines were victorious, and carried off as a
trophy the Israelite standard, the ark of Jehovah.
Their further conquests included, not only the plain
of Jezreel and the hill country bordering it on the
south, but also the proper citadel of the country,
“ Mount Ephraim.” The old sanctuary at Shiloh
was destroyed by them; its temple of Jehovah
8



















































56 ISRAEL AND JUDAH. CHAP, IIL

disturbed until the time of Josiah, although between
Solomon and him there reigned more than one pious
king who would certainly have destroyed them had
he found them as offensive as did the author of

Deuteronomy.







































JEROBOAM 1. TO JEROBOAM II. 69

hand with the national cause; the prophet Elisha
was the mainstay of the kings in the struggle with
the Syrians, “the chariot and horsemen of Israel.”
Joash ben Joahaz ben Jehu at last succeeded in
inflicting upon Syria several blows which proved
decisive.  Thenceforward Israel had nothing to
fear from that quarter. Under Joash’s son, Jero-
boam II, the kingdom even reached a height of
external power which recalled the times of David.
Moab was again subdued; southwards the frontier
extended to the brook of the Arabah (Amos vi. 14),
and northward to Hamath.



CHAPTER V.
THE LIFE OF MEN IN OLD ISRAEL.

BEFORE proceeding to consider the rise of those
prophets who were the makers of the new Israel, it
will not be out of place here to cast a glance back-
wards upon the old order of things which perished
with the kingdom of Samaria. With reference to
any period earlier than the century 850-750 B.C.,
we can hardly be said to possess any statistics.
For, while the facts of history admit of being
handed down with tolerable accuracy through a
considerable time, a contemporary literature is
indispensable for the description of standing con-
ditions. But it was within this period that Hebrew
literature first flourished—after the Syrians had been
finally repulsed, it would seem. Writing of course
had been practised from a much earlier period, but
only in formal instruments, mainly upon stone. At
an early period also the historical sense of the people
developed itself in connection with their religion ;
but it found its expression in songs, which in the

first instance were handed down by word of mouth
70































80 ISRAEL AND JUDAH. CHAP, ¥

useful ; by them prayer and thanksgiving wer®
seconded.

Another main article of faith was that Jehovals®
judges and recompenses, not after death (then ar”
men were thought to be alike), but upon the earth.
Here, however, but little account was taken of the
individual ; over him the wheel of destiny remorse-
lessly rolled ; his part was resignation and not hope.
Not in the career of the individual but in the fate
of families and nations did the righteousness of
Jehovah find scope for its manifestation ; and this
is the only reason why the religion could dispense
with the conceptions of heaven and hell. For the
rest, it was not always easy to bring the second
article into correlation with the first; in practice
the latter received the superior place.

It need hardly be said that saperstition of every
kind also abounded. But the superstition of the
Israelites had as little real religious significance as
had that poetical view of nature which the Hebrews
doubtless shared in greater or less degree with all
the other nations of antiquity.







































THE FALL OF SAMARIA. 93

fact that the exiled Israelites were absorbed by the
surrounding heathenism without leaving & trace
behind them, while the population of Judah, who
had the benefit of a hundred years' respite, held
their faith fast throughout the period of the Baby-
lonian exile, and by means of it were able to main-
tain their own individuality afterwards in all the
circumstances that arose. The fact that the fall
of Samaria did not hinder but helped the religion
of Jehovah is entirely due to the prophets. That
they had foreseen the downfall of the state, and
declared in the name of religion that it was in-
evitable, was a matter of much greater historical
importance than the actual downfall itself.










































THE DELIVERANCE OF JUDAH. 107

speaks only of the first and prosperous stage of
the expedition, not of the decisive one which re-
sulted so disastrously for him, as must be clear
from the words themselves to every unprejudiced
reader.)



























‘116 ISRAEL AND JUDAH. CHAP. VIIL.

was thereby increased in the highest degree, and
8o also the influence of the priests of Jerusalem,
the sons of Zadok, who now in point of fact gob
rid entirely of their rivals, the priests of the country
districts.





















DESTRUCTION OF JERUSALEM. 123

religion. On the ruins of Jerusalem he gazed into
the future filled with joyful hope, sure of this, that
Jehovah would one day pardon past sin and renew
the relation which had been broken off —though on
the basis of another covenant than that laid down
in Deunteronomy. “I will put my law upon their
heart, and write it on their mind; none shall say
to his neighbour, Know the Lord, for all shall have
that knowledge within them.”



CHAPTER X.

THE CAPTIVITY AND THE RESTORATION.

THE exiled Jews were not scattered all over Chaldeea =

but were allowed to remain together in families and
clans. Many of them, notwithstanding this circam-
stance, must have lapsed and become merged in
the surrounding heathenism ; but many also con-
tinued faithful to Jehovah and to Israel. They
laboured under much depression and sadness, groan-
ing under the wrath of Jehovah, who had rejected
His people and cancelled His covenant. They were
lying under a sort of vast interdict; they could
not celebrate any sacrifice or keep any feast; they
could only observe days of fasting and humiliation,
and such rites as had no inseparable connection
with the Holy Land. The observance of the Sabbath,
and the practice of the rite of circumcision, acquired
much greater importance than they formerly pos-
sessed as signs of a common religion. The meet-
ings on the Sabbath day out of which the synagogues
were afterwards developed appear to have first come
into use during this period; perhaps also even then
. 12
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HEROD AND THE ROMANS. 183

Roman soldiers spread fire and slanghter unchecked
(September 7, 70).

Of those who survived also some were put to
death; the rest were sold or carried off to the
mines and amphitheatres. The city was levelled
with the ground; the tenth legion was left behind
in charge. Titus took with him to Rome for his
triumphal procession Simon bar Giora and John of
Giscala, along with seven hundred other prisoners,
also the sacred booty taken from the temple, the
candlestick, the golden table, and a copy of the
Torah. He was slightly premature with his trinmph ;
for some time elapsed, and more than one bloody
battle was necessary, before the rebellion was com-
pletely stifled. It did not come wholly to an end
until the fall of Masada (April 73).



CHAPTER XIV.

THE RABBINS.

EVEN now Palestine continued for a while to be the
centre of Jewish life, but only in order to prepare
the way for its transition into thoroughly cosmo-
politan forms. The development of thought sus-
tained no break on account of the sad events which
had taken place, but was only directed once more
in a consistent manner towards these objects which
had been set before it from the time of the Baby-
lonian exile. On the ruins of the city and of the
temple the Pharisaic Judaism which rests upon the
law and the school celebrated its triumph. National
fanaticism indeed was not yet extinguished, but it
burnt itself completely out in the vigorous insur-
rection led by Simeon bar Koziba (Bar Cochebas,
132-135). That a conspicuous rabbin, Akiba, should
have taken part in it, and have recognised in Simeon
the Messiah, was an inconsistency on his part which
redounds to his honour.

Inasmuch as the power of the rabbins did not de-
pend upon the political or hierarchical forms of the

old commonwealth, it survived the fall of the latter.
184


















190 ISRAEL AND JUDAH. CHAP. XIV.

With this task—that of attaining to the greatest
possible conformity to the letter and of continuing
therein—the inner development of Jewish thought
came to an end. The later Hebrew literature, which
does not fall to be considered here, contributed very
few new elements; in so far as an intellectual life
existed at all among the Jews of the Middle Ages,
it was not a growth of native soil, but proceeded
from the Mahometan or Latin culture of individuals.
The Kabbala at most, and even it hardly with justice,
can be regarded as having been a genuine product of
Judaism. It originated in Palestine, and subse-
quently flourished chiefly in the later Middle Ages
in Spain, and, like all other methodised nonsense,
had strong attractions for Christian scholars.
























198 ISRAEL AND JUDAH, CHAP. 1V,

Meanwhile the Church was not remiss in seeking
constantly repeated re-enactments of the old imperial
laws, in the framing of which she had had para-
mount influence, and which she now incorporated
with her own canon law.! Gradually she succeeded in
attaining her object. In the later Middle Ages the
position of the Jews in the Christian society deterio-
rated. Intercourse with them was shunned; their
isolation from being voluntary became compulsory;
from the 13th century onwards they were obliged to
wear, a8 a distinctive mark (more necessary in the
East than in the West), a round or square yellow
badge on their breast.2 The difference of religion
elicited a well-marked religious hate with oft-re-
peated deadly outbreaks, especially during the period
of the crusades, and afterwards when the Black
Death was raging (1348-50). Practical consequences
like these the Church of course did not countenance ;

(Berlin, 1891), p. 8 seg. The Jews carried on & trade in Slavonian
children in the Mahometan East by way of Spain ; they castrated
the boys.

1 Cowmpare Decret. i., dist. 45, ¢. 3 ; Decret. ii., caus. 23, queest. 8,
c. 9, caus. 28, qu. I, ¢. 10-12; Decret. iii,, de consecr., dist. 4, c.
93; Decret. Greg. 5, 6 (“De Judeis, Sarracenis, ¢t eorum servis ”’),
5, 19, 18 ; Extrav. commun. §, 2.

? Comp. Du Cange, 8. v. “Judwi;” also Reuter, Gesch. d.
Aufhliarung im Mittelalter, i. 154 seq. In spite of all the legal re-
strictions laid upon them, the Jews still continued to have great
influence with the princes, and more especially with the popes, of
the Middle Ages.












202 ISRAEL AND JUDAH. CHAP. XV.

they separated themselves from all other nationalities
in such a way as to bring upon themselves the hatred
of all, and that not only by external rites contrary
to those of other nations, but also by the sign of
circumcision, which they maintain most religiously.
Experience shows that. their conservation is due in
a great degree to the very hatred which they have
incurred. When the king of Spain compelled the
Jews either to accept the national religion or to go
into banishment, very many of them accepted the
Roman Catholic faith, and in virtue of this received
all the privileges of Spanish subjects, and were de-
clared eligible for every honour; the consequence
was that a process of absorption began immediately,
and in a short time neither trace nor memory of
them survived. Quite different was the history of
those whom the king of Portugal compelled to
accept the creed of his nation; although converted.
they continued to live apart. from the rest of their
fellow-subjects, having been declared unfit for any
dignity. So great importance do I attach to the
sign of circumcision also in this connection, that I
am persuaded that it is sufficient by itself to main-
tain the separate existence of the nation for ever.”
The persistency of the race may, of course, prove a
yharder thing to overcome than Spinoza has sup-
posed; but nevertheless he will be found to have
spoken truly in declaring that the so-called emanci-



THE JEWISH DISPERSION. 203

pation of the Jews must inevitably lead to the
extinction of Judaism wherever the process is ex-
tended beyond the political to the social sphere.
For the accomplishment of this centuries may be
required.
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APPENDIX. 227

earth He lives in the midst of the kingdom of God ; even
the judgment He sees inwardly accomplished here below
in the soul of man. Yet He is far from holding the
opinion that he who loves God aright does not desire that
God should love him in return. He teaches men to bear
the cross, but He does not teach that the cross is sweet and
that sickness is sound. A coming reconciliation between
believing and seeing, between morality and nature, every-
where forms the background of His view of the world ;
even if He could have done without it for His own person,
yet it is a thing He takes for granted, as it is an objective
demand of righteousness. So much is certain ; for the
rest the eschatology of the New Testament is so thoroughly
saturated with the Jewish ideas of the disciples, that it is
difficult to know what of it is genuine.

Jesus was so positive that He did not feel any need for
breaking old idols, so free that no restraint could depress
Him, so unconquerable that even under the load of the
greatest accumulations of rubbish He could still breathe.
This ought ye to do, He said, and not to leave the other
undone ; He did not seck to take away one iota, but only
to fulfil. He never thought of leaving the Jewish com-
munity, The Church is not His work, but an inheritance '
from Judaism to Christianity. Under the Persian domi-
nation the Jews built up an unpolitical community on the
basis of religion. The Christians found themselves in
a position with regard to the Roman Empire precisely
similar to that which the Jews had occupied with regard
to the Persian ; and so they also founded, after the Jewish
pattern, in the midst of the state which was foreign and
hostile to them, and in which they could not feel them-
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selves at home, a religious community as their true
fatherland. The state is always the presupposition of
the Church ; but it was at first, in the case both of the
Jewish and of the Christian Church, a foreign state.
The original meaning of the Church thus disappeared
when it no longer stood over against the heathen world-
power, it having become possible for the Christians also
to possess a natural fatherland in the nation. In this
way it became much more difficult to define accurately
the spheres of the state and the Church respectively,
regarding the Church as an organisation, not as an invisible
community of the faithful. The distinction of religious
and secular is a variable one; every formation of a
religious community is a step towards the secularisation
of religion ; the religion of the heart alone remains an
inward thing. The tasks of the two competing organisa-
tions are not radically different in their nature; on the
one side it may be said that had not the Christian religion
found civil order already in existence, had it come, like
Islam, in contact with the anarchy of Arabia instead of
the Empire of Rome it must have founded not the Church,
but the state ; on the other side it is well known that the
state has everywhere entered into possession of fields first
reclaimed to cultivation by the Church. Now we must
acknowledge that the nation is more certainly created by
God than the Church, and that God works more power-
fully in the history of the nations than in Church history.
The Church, at first a substitute for the nation which
was wanting, is affected by the same evils incident to an
artificial cultivation as meet us in Judaism. We cannot
create for ourselves our sphere of life and action ; better
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that it should be a natural one, given by God. And yet
it would be unjust to deny the permanent advantages of
the differentiation of the two. The Church will always
be able to work in advance for the state of the future.
The present state unfortunately is in many respects only
nothing more than a barrier to chaos; if the Church has
still a task, it is that of preparing an inner unity of
practical conviction, and awakening a sentiment, first in
small circles, that we belong to each other.

‘Whether she is to succeed in this task is certainly the
question. The religious individualism of the Gospel is,
and must remain for all time, the true salt of the earth.
The certainty that neither death nor life can separate us
from the love of God drives out that fear which is opposed
to love; an entirely supra-mundane faith lends courage
for resultless self-sacrifice and resigned obedience on
earth, 'We must succeed : sursum corda /
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