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INTRODUCTION



 
I spent some seventeen years as a ‘born again,’ ‘Spirit-filled,’ Bible believing fundamentalist Christian. For almost ten of those years I was the founding pastor of a church in Australia that grew to be one of the largest in the country. I resigned after my marriage finally failed in 1989. During the course of the next few years I spent much time questioning my faith and seeking evidence concerning the validity of the Bible which I believed and had accepted literally as ‘The Word of God.’ During those previous seventeen years, my study and knowledge of my faith had been totally immersed in Christian teaching from pastors, Christian literature and Bible College. To consider investigation or examination of my faith from any other source was unthinkable. I had been fully indoctrinated to believe and had accepted that the Christian message, God, Jesus and the Holy Spirit were absolute truth.
 
The years immediately following my resignation from Christian ministry were difficult, and a time of confusion and overcoming many emotionally based personal feelings of failure, guilt, doubt and unanswered questions. Gradually I began to examine the entire basis for my confusion by looking ‘outside’ the areas I had until then completely accepted without question. At the time there was very little literature available to which I could turn to provide a non theological hypothesis of ‘faith’ - belief in God, the Bible or eternal life. The Internet did not exist – I could not ‘Google’ my questions!
 
I began to study the ‘theory’ of evolution and sought to find scientific and historical evidence for almost everything I had accepted as truth as recorded in the Bible.  During this time I removed myself from the influence of Christian teaching – I purposely did not attend church or listen to Christian teaching audio tapes. In effect I had removed myself from the ‘Christian bubble’ in which I had resided for so many years – at last I was free to look into my beliefs from the outside. As a totally committed Christian within the ‘bubble’ it is almost impossible to see or to examine any belief or evidence ‘outside.’ This is the main reason why Christians are not open to question their own faith. Fear is the other major factor why believers are reluctant or refuse to consider anything which may question their faith. Simply they are convinced that any contrary teaching or evidence which is not Bible based is ‘satanic’ in origin. Fundamentalist Christians are Christians of any denomination who literally believe that the Bible is completely true and not to be questioned as it is the ‘Word of God.’
 
My conversion from Christianity to a non-believer was not an ‘instant’ change – it was for me, and would be for others in a similar situation, a gradual process. Step by step, over a period of several years, I discovered answers to my questions and evidence which convinced me that everything I had been taught since I had been ‘born again’ in an Anglican church in England in 1972 – was based on myth, hearsay and human thought and invention rather than by alleged proven revelation from an almighty divinity or God. I could not find credible historic or scientific evidence for anything I had believed to be fact as recorded in the bible.
 
Now, almost twenty years after my personal ‘enlightenment’ – changing from a fundamentalist Christian to atheist – I see and hear evidence almost daily which supports and fortifies my reasons not to accept any theocratic faith or religion. My purpose in writing this book is to present many of the major events as recorded in the Bible as ‘nonsense!’ Sense or reason is not part of the equation when Christians examine the validity of the Bible.
 
I would accept the Bible without further question if it were presented simply as a compendium of stories and myths based on hearsay handed down from generation to generation and which were recorded by many (40+) different authors during a period spanning possibly 1,600 or more years. Unfortunately, the Bible is presented literally as absolute fact and as ‘The Word of God.’ I now believe this is nonsense!
 
Brian Baker 2012  
 
Please note: I have inserted some portions of scripture rather than quote a line or two of a verse only, which may be considered to be ‘out of context’ and as the contents of the Bible may not be familiar to all.  You could just read the words I have underlined in the longer sections of Biblical text.
 
 
The references in this book are from the King James Authorised version (1611) which is the original English translation of the compilation of the Bible as we know it today. Many modern translations have been published since but some still believe and accept the KJV to be the most acceptable version.
 
 
 
 
 
 


THE  END TIMES AND THE SECOND COMING OF JESUS



 
 BIBLE NONSENSE NUMBER 1
 
I decided to begin this book with what appears to be the most pressing matter for most Christians - the end times and the Second Coming of Jesus. Almost every Bible believing Christian expects this event could happen at any moment. For all of my years as a ‘born again’ Christian - this subject was a major part of the Christian teaching cycle. If you ask a Christian today ‘when do you believe Jesus will come again?’ the answer will no doubt be ‘Jesus could come again at any time – no one knows when that time will be – only God knows but we believe it will be soon!’
 
The problem is that so called ‘believers’ have been expecting Jesus to return again since a very few days or years after his alleged resurrection. I am now amazed that there has ever been any controversy concerning this issue, as according to the Bible, Jesus made it very clear that he would return within the lifetime of those who were living at the time!
 
Here are the words of Jesus according to the gospels of Matthew, Luke and Mark – He was telling those standing there that he would return in their lifetime!
 
Matthew 16:28

  Verily I say unto you, there be some standing here, which shall not taste of death, till they see the son of man coming in his kingdom.

 
Luke 9:27
 But I tell you of a truth, there be some standing here, which shall not taste of death, till they see the Kingdom of God
 
Mark 9:1

  And he said unto them, Verily I say unto you, that there be some of them that stand here, which shall not taste of death, till they have seen the kingdon of God come with power.

 
Clearly in all the above verses Jesus was talking to the people standing there, he was not prophesying for future generations, as Christians are usually taught. In the next verse he told his disciples they would not finish preaching in the towns of Israel before he returned. Again he was not speaking to future generations.
 
Matthew 10:23
But when they persecute you in this city, flee ye into another: for verily I say unto you, ye shall not have gone over the cities of Israel, till the Son of man be come. 
 
Then in Matthew 24:2
Jesus had been preaching to a large crowd and his disciples inside the Temple and as he left with his disciples he made this alarming remark about the Temple:
 

  See ye not all these things? verily I say unto you there shall not be left one stone upon another, that shall not be thrown down.

 
They then walked together to the Mount of Olives where Jesus sat down and the disciples gathered around him. Obviously they were shocked that Jesus had said that there would be a time when the Temple would be completely destroyed!
 
His disciples began to ask questions:
 
Matthew 24:3-5 
And as he sat upon the Mount of Olives, the disciples came unto him privately, tell us, when shall these things be? And what shall be the sign of thy coming, and of the end of the world?  And Jesus answered and said unto them, take heed that no man deceive you, For many shall come in my name, saying, I am Christ; and shall deceive many.
 
Jesus then began a detailed account of the events that would take place and warned them about false prophets who would come and claim they were Christ. He then listed a series of events which would happen before his return.
 
Matthew 24:6-28

  And ye shall hear of wars and rumours of wars: see that ye be not troubled for all these things must come to pass, but the end is not yet. For nation shall rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom: and there shall be famines, pestilences, and earthquakes, in divers places. All these are the beginning of sorrows. Then they shall deliver you up to be afflicted, and shall kill you: and ye shall be hated of all nations for my name’s sake. And then shall many be offended, and shall betray one another, and shall hate one another. And many false prophets shall rise, and shall deceive many. And because iniquity shall abound, the love of many shall wax cold. But he that shall endure unto the end, the same shall be saved. And the gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in all the world for a witness unto all nations; and then shall the end come. When ye therefore shall see the abomination of desolation, spoken of by Daniel the prophet in the holy place, (whoso readeth, let him understand:) Then let them which are in Judaea flee to the mountains: Let him which is on the housetop not come down to take any thing out of his house; Neither let him which is in the field return back to take his clothes. And woe unto them that are with child, and then that give suck in those days! But pray ye that your flight be not in the winter, neither on the Sabbath day: For then shall be the great tribulation, such as was not since the beginning of the world to this time, no, nor ever shall be. And except those days should be shortened, there should no flesh be saved: but for the elect’s sake those days shall be shortened. Then if any man shall say unto you lo, here is Christ, or there; believe not. For there shall arise false Christs, and false prophets, and shall shew great signs and wonders; inasmuch that, if it were possible, they shall deceive the very elect. Behold I have told you before. Wherefore if they shall say unto you, Behold, he is in the desert; go not forth: behold, he is in the secret chambers; believe it not. For as the lightning cometh out of the east, and shineth even unto the west; so shall also the coming of the Son of man be. For wheresoever the carcase is, there will the eagles be gathered together.

 
Jesus was speaking directly to those of the time, especially those in Judea, where he was at that time. He relentlessly referred to them throughout the entire discourse and gave no indication he was prophesying to a future generation some 2,000+ years ahead.
 
 
QUESTION 
When shall these things be? 
His sermon continued and he told them about his second coming!
 
Matthew 24:29-34

  Immediately after the tribulation of those days shall the sun be darkened and the moon shall not give her light, and the stars shall fall from heaven, and the powers of the heavens shall be shaken: And then shall appear the sign of the Son of man in heaven: and then shall all the tribes of the earth mourn, and they shall see the Son of man coming in the clouds of heaven with power and great glory. And he shall send his angels with a great sound of a trumpet, and they shall gather together his elect from the four winds, from one end of heaven to the other. Now learn a parable of the fig tree; When his branch is yet tender, and putteth forth leaves, ye know that summer is nigh: ye So likewise ye, when shall see all these things, know that it is near, even at the doors. Verily I say unto you, this generation shall not pass till all these things be fulfilled.

 
Finally Jesus answered the question – when shall these things be?
 
ANSWER

  This generation shall not pass, till all these things be fulfilled.

 
Mark and Luke also reported the words of Jesus and that he was speaking directly to those who were listening to him at that time; 
 

  this generation shall not pass, till all these things be done

 
Mark 13:29-33 
So ye in like manner, when ye shall see these things come to pass, know that it is nigh, even at the doors nigh, even at the doors. Verily I say unto you, that this generation shall not pass, till all these things be done. Heaven and earth shall pass away: but my words shall not pass away. But of that day and that hour knoweth no man, no, not the angels which are in heaven, neither the Son, but the Father. Take ye heed, watch and pray: for ye know not when the time is. 
 
Luke 21:31-34

  So likewise ye, when ye see these things come to pass, know ye that the kingdom of God is nigh at hand. Verily I say unto you, This generation shall not pass away, till all be fulfilled. Heaven and earth shall pass away: but my words shall not pass away. And take heed to yourselves, lest at any time your hearts be overcharged with surfeiting, and drunkenness, and cares of this life, and so that day come upon you unawares. 

 
It has been suggested by some Christian commentators that the original Greek word for ‘generation’ genea should be translated as ‘race’ or ‘age’ but the word genea is used in many places in the Bible clearly meaning ‘generation’ eg: Matthew 11:16 – Luke 7:31 whereas the Greek word for ‘race’ genos meaning ‘race’ is used also in many places eg: Acts 7:19 & 17:28 – Galatians 1:14 – Philippians 3:5
 
Why are Christians still expecting Jesus to return again at any moment – now some 2,000 years after he allegedly spoke those words? Was he simply playing games? -  Was he lying to those who were ‘standing there?’
 
In an attempt to explain what Jesus meant by the above verses, Christian preterists*1 as early as the 17thcentury believed that all the end-times prophesies including the second coming of Jesus in the New Testament were fulfilled when the Romans attacked and destroyed Jerusalem including the Temple in 70CE. They suggest that Jesus’ predictions were all fulfilled and therefore he did not fail. According to their hypothesis all that Jesus prophesied happened right on schedule.
 
Then we have the words of others also to consider:
 
The Apostles and writers of the New Testament believed Jesus was returning in their lifetime.
 
Paul was declaring to the believers in Philippi that: – The Lord is at hand - Surely he was encouraging them to believe that the return of Jesus was imminent.
 
He was writing to the Christians living at the time at Philippi, Not to us!
 
Philippians.1:1

  Paul and Timotheus, the servants of Jesus Christ, to all the saints in Christ Jesus which are at Philippi, with the bishops and deacons:

 
Philippians.4:1-5

  Therefore, my brethren dearly beloved and longed for, my joy and crown, so stand fast in the Lord, my dearly beloved. I beseech Euodias, and beseech Syntyche, that they be of the same mind in the Lord. And I intreat thee also, true yokefellow, help those women which laboured with me in the gospel, with Clement also, and with other my fellow labourers, whose names are in the book of life. Rejoice in the Lord alway: and again I say, Rejoice. Let your moderation be known unto all men. The Lord is at hand.

 
Paul, believed to be the writer of the Epistle to the Hebrews, wrote these words to the Hebrews concerning - these last days
 
 
Hebrews 1:1-3 

  God, who at sundry times and in divers manners spake in time past unto the fathers by the prophets, Hath in these last days spoken unto us by his Son, whom he hath appointed heir of all things, by whom also he made the worlds; Who being the brightness of his glory, and the express image of his person, and upholding all things by the word of his power, when he had by himself purged our sins, sat down on the right hand of the Majesty on high;

 
And then in Chapter 10 Paul wrote: For yet a little while, and he that shall come will come, and will not tarry. If Paul thought Jesus was returning at some time 2,000+ years in the future, surely he would not have said: – and will not tarry!

   

Hebrews 10:34-37

  For ye had compassion of me in my bonds, and took joyfully the spoiling of your goods, knowing in yourselves that ye have in heaven a better and an enduring substance. Cast not away therefore your confidence, which hath great recompense of reward. For ye have need of patience, that, after ye have done the will of God, ye might receive the promise. For yet a little while, and he that shall come will come, and will not tarry.

 
Paul also wrote to the Church at Thessalonica expecting the Lord to return in their lifetime: we which are alive 
 
1Thessalonians 4:15-18 

  For this we say unto you by the word of the Lord, that we which are alive and remain unto the coming of the Lord shall not prevent them which are asleep. For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise first: Then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord. Wherefore comfort one another with these words

 
And again – that the day of Christ is at hand
 
2 Thessalonians 2:1-2

  Now we beseech you, brethren, by the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, and [by] our gathering together unto him, that ye be not soon shaken in mind, or be troubled, neither by spirit, nor by letter as from us, as that the day of Christ is at hand. 

 
The Apostle Peter believed he was living in the  last days as he wrote an Epistle to Christians living in his time - In these last times - and again - But the end of all things is at hand.
 
1 Peter 1:20

  Who verily was foreordained before the foundation of the world, but was manifest in these last times for you,

 
1 Peter 4:7  But the end of all things is at hand: be ye therefore sober, and watch unto prayer.
 
Another excuse offered by Christians is that time as far as God is concerned can mean that a day could be a thousand years.
 
2 Peter 3:3-10 
Knowing this first, that there shall come in the last days scoffers, walking after their own lusts, and saying, Where is the promise of his coming? For since the fathers fell asleep, all things continue as [they were] from the beginning of the creation. For this they willingly are ignorant of, that by the word of God the heavens were of old, and the earth standing out of the water and in the water: whereby the world that then was, being overflowed with water perished: But the heavens and the earth, which are now, by the same word are kept in store, reserved unto fire against the day of judgement and perdition of ungodly men. But, beloved, be not ignorant of this one thing, that one day [is] with the Lord as a thousand years, and a thousand years as one day. The Lord is not slack concerning his promise, as some count slackness; but is  longsuffering to us-ward, not willing that any should perish, but that all should come to repentance. But the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night; in which the heavens shall pass away with a great noise, and the elements shall melt with fervent heat, the earth also and the works that are therin shall be burned up. 
 
Peter was warning the Christians about ‘scoffers’ who would question why Jesus had not returned so far and gave them this line to use as their excuse. We should also remember that he had already told them that Jesus was virtually about to arrive. The idea that a thousand years could represent one day could not possibly suggest that this was a short time – remember these people living 2,000 years ago believed the world was only 4,000 years old at that time. Additionally, if we are to assume that in God’s time 1 x 24 hour day = 1,000 years - to which passages of scripture do these criteria apply? Should we therefore assume that the nine hours of Jesus’ crucifixion were really 375 years? Were God’s six days for the creation actually a metaphor for 6,000 years? Jesus actually confirmed that a day (or daytime) is 12 hours:
 
John 11:9

  Jesus answered, Are there not twelve hours in the day? If any man walk in the day, he stumbleth not, because he seeth the light of this world

 
James wrote to the Twelve Tribes of Israel encouraging them to be patient and wait for the coming of the Lord. He was not giving these instructions to us who are living 2,000+ years later. - Be ye also patient; stablish your hearts: for the coming of the Lord draweth nigh.
 
James 1:1

  James, a servant of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ, to the twelve tribes which are scattered abroad, greeting.

 
James 5:6-9 

  Ye have condemned and killed the just; and he doth not resist you. Be patient therefore, brethren, unto the coming of the Lord. Behold, the husbandman waiteth for the precious fruit of the earth, and hath long patience for it, until he receive the early and latter rain. Be ye also patient; stablish your hearts: for the coming of the Lord draweth nigh. Grudge not one against another, brethren, lest ye be condemned: behold, the judge standeth before the door.

 
Surely, on the evidence of the writers of the New Testament, it should be obvious to everyone that Jesus said he would return in the lifetime of those who were with him at the time! His disciples all believed that Jesus would return SOON and before they had died. I believe we should therefore conclude that there is absolutely no justification for Christians to apply his promise to return to a future generation some 2,000 or more years later.
 
So – was Jesus playing games with his followers or deliberately deceiving them? I am convinced that if the words of Jesus as reported in the Bible were true, then he said those things sincerely believing them to be true and that he absolutely believed that he was the ‘Son of God’ and would return to earth in glory at some future date but within the lifetime of those who were with him at the time.
 
This brings me to the conclusion that he was simply just one of hundreds of similar so-called prophets who were also convinced or deluded in thinking they were the Son of God, God, Messiah, angel, guru, divine being or whatever.
 
Why do present-day Christians still believe that the second coming of Jesus and that the end of the world will take place sometime soon?  At no time did Jesus say or suggest that these events would happen at any time other than within the lives of the generation who were living on the earth at that time.
 
The answer may be found within the words Jesus is supposed to have said according to:
 
Matthew 24:15-16

  When ye therefore shall see the abomination of desolation, spoken of by Daniel the prophet, stand in the holy place,(whoso readeth, let him understand:) Then let them which be in Judaea flee into the mountains:


   

These words again were directed entirely at the people of that generation and in particular those living in Judea. Later, as Christians discovered that Jesus did not return during the lifetime of that generation, rather than admit that Jesus was in fact a false prophet they looked for other explanations.
 
Possibly, they thought, Jesus had left them with an escape route should he fail to turn up at that time as he had said. Maybe, they surmised that Daniel’s prophecy was for some future time long after Jesus had been crucified and after that generation had all died? This then provided those early Christians the means to explain and to continue with the faith rather than admit that they had been deceived.
 
The Apostle John wrote a ‘prophesy’ to the seven churches in Asia – this manuscript being known as Revelation – it is also the last book in the New Testament. Here again, those early Christians may have seen that John’s prophecy also provided some suggestion that the return of Jesus and the end time events could be sometime in the future. BUT– how long in the future? 2,000+ years?
 
I will not bore you with a commentary on the entire book of Revelation or attempt to explain it as there are numerous and varied explanations or theories available in books and websites. Basically, there are four interpretations of the Revelation - (1) Historicist, which sees in Revelation a broad view of history (2) Preterist,  in which Revelation mostly refers to the events of the apostolic era  (1st century); (3) Futurist, which holds that Revelation describes future events; and (4) Idealist or Symbolic, which holds that Revelation does not refer to actual people or events, but is an allergory of the spiritual path and the ongoing struggle between good and evil.
 
As you can see – you can take your pick and explain the Revelation according to your personal views or pre-conceived beliefs or previously indoctrinated thoughts and opinions about the book.
 
Other notable critics of Revelation include: Thomas Jefferson*2 who omitted it, along with most of the Biblical canon, from the ‘Jefferson Bible’ and wrote that at one time he considered it: as merely the ravings of a maniac, no more worthy nor capable of explanation than the incoherences of our own nightly dreams.
 
The Nineteenth-century agnostic Robert G.Ingersoll*3 called Revelation - the insanest of all books. Friedrich Engels claimed that the Book of Revelation was primarily a political and anti-Roman work, while, George Bernard Shaw described it as - a peculiar record of the visions of a drug addict.
 
Martin Luther*4 changed his perspective on Revelation over time. In the preface to the German translation of Revelation that he composed in 1522, he said that he did not consider the book prophetic or apostolic, since Christ is neither taught nor known in it. But in the completely new preface he composed in 1530, he reversed his position and concluded that Christ was central to the book. He concluded; As we see here in this book, that through and beyond all plagues, beasts, and evil angels, Christ is nonetheless with the saints and wins the final victory.
 
Perhaps the best explanation of the book of Revelation and other so-called prophecies or revelations is that they are most likely to be the result of hallucinations, imaginations, so-called visions or night visions or at best a series of dreams or nightmares! Unfortunately they are readily accepted by believers to be genuine prophecies of the events of the end times, especially as there is a clear link between the prophecies of Daniel Chapter Seven and Matthew Chapter Twenty Four and the book of Revelation. The three accounts all include similar descriptions of the time of tribulation, the appearance of the ‘Beast’ – the Anti Christ - and finally the return of Jesus or the son of man. Other parts of the Revelation are borrowed from Old Testament Prophets Isaiah, Ezekiel and Ezra
 
The Book of Revelation, that last book in the New Testament, includes a vivid and terrifying account of the final conflict between God and the beast during the time of tribulation. Most Christians believe they will escape this as they will be ‘raptured’ – taken up to meet Jesus in the sky prior to the time of desolation. Finally Jesus and his angels and Christians will return to earth for him to reign as the ‘King of Kings and Lord of Lords!’ But was it in fact simply a message of a warning and reassurance for the seven churches of Asia? If so, then again this Revelation is not for some remote future period of time.
 
During a discussion about Revelation on August 23rd 2006, Pope Benedict XV1 remarked: 

  The seer of Patmos, identified with the apostle, is granted a series of visions meant to reassure the Christians of Asia amid the persecutions and trials of the end of the first century.

 
Revelation 1:1

  The Revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave, to shew unto his servants things which must shortly come to pass; and he sent and signified [it] by his angel unto his servant John.

 
Revelation 1:4

  John to the seven churches which are in Asia: Grace be unto you, and peace, from him which is, and which was, and which is to come; and from the seven Spirits which are before his throne; 

 
Now if we consider this prophecy exactly as it was directed  ‘To the Seven Churches of Asia’ namely: Ephesus, Smyrna, Pergamum, Thyatira, Sardis, Philadelphia, and Laodicea, this was, in fact, a strong admonishment to each of those churches as they had departed from the faith in some form or another and were in great sin. There are grave warnings for each, with the opportunity for repentance. Under this interpretation, assertions that the time is near were to be taken literally by those communities. Then, as we have already noted, the rest of the Revelation is primarily a warning and assurance of the survival of the churches during the time of great persecution and tribulation which they were experiencing or was to come to those Christians at that time.
 
Revelation 2:
5  Remember therefore from whence thou art fallen, and repent, and do the first works; or else I will come unto thee quickly, and will remove thy candlestick out of his place, except thou repent.
16 Repent; or else I will come unto thee quickly, and will fight them with the sword of my mouth.
 
Revelation 3:3

  Remember therefore how thou hast received and heard, and hold fast, and repent. If therefore thou shalt not watch, I will come on thee as a thief, and thou shalt not know what hour I will come upon thee.

 
Revelation 22:
6. And he said unto me, these sayings [are] faithful and true: and the Lord God of  the holy prophets sent his angel to shew unto his servants the things which must shortly be done. 
7. Behold, I come quickly: blessed is he that keeppeth the sayings of this book: 
10. And he sayeth unto me, Seal not the sayings of the prophecy of this book: for the time is at hand. 
12. And behold, I come quickly; and my reward [is] with me, to give every man according as his work shall be.  
 
According to the Bible this is a prophecy from Jesus received by John in a dream which he then wrote down and sent to the seven churches – It was not a prophecy or message for the rest of the world for sometime in the future!  Primarily it was telling them to get their act together and repent or he would come and sort them out himself! 
 
If this is to be used to suggest a belated time for the return of Jesus, please note, that, here again he says - Surely I will come quickly and  for the time is at hand – Why then should these verses be quoted as suggesting that they are a prophecy for the return of Jesus sometime around 2,000+ years in the future? The warning and the return of Jesus were entirely for those seven rebellious churches at that time. The chapters which describe, according to the prophecy, the events which would occur prior to the second coming of Jesus were certainly intended as a grave warning to Christians of the terrible events they would endure if they failed to keep the faith. Fear is always a powerful weapon to keep the believers faithful and is the reason why it is difficult for Christians and members of other faiths to renounce their beliefs. The belief that all will face ‘Judgement day’ is a constant fear-filled reminder to maintain a good relationship with God.
 
The last few verses of Revelation, which are also, the last words of the Bible are not lacking in imposing fear by some horrific threats. Notice also that the Bible finally ends with the words of Jesus - Surely, I come quickly. He didn’t!
 
Revelation 22:18-21  

  For I testify unto every man that heareth the words of the prophecy of this book, If any man shall add unto these things, God shall add unto him the plagues that are written in this book: And if any man shall take away from the words of the book of this prophecy, God shall take away his part out of the book of life, and out of the holy city, and from the things which are written in this book. He which testifieth these things saith, Surely I come quickly. Amen. Even so, come, Lord Jesus. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. Amen.

 
To interpret the book of Revelation as a valid warning and prophesy for the inhabitants of the entire world living now is seriously flawed to the point of being ridiculous! Or should I say - this is all nonsense?
 
THE SEARCH FOR THE BEAST – THE ANTICHRIST  
 
As Jesus had not returned during the lifetime of those early Christians they may have considered and accepted that each of the prophecies, particularly by Daniel, Ezekiel and Matthew together with the book of Revelation were possibly predictions for a future doomsday. They could then add from those scriptures the terrifying news of the rise of the anti-Christ, the Beast and the final battle between good and evil - Armageddon! Fear has always been an important ingredient to use to evangelise and remains so today.
 
This also opened an enormous and on-going amount of speculation during almost every decade to name the person believed to be ‘The Anti Christ – The Beast.’ The latest candidates for this being Prince William and Oprah Winfrey! Other notable ‘beast’ contenders in recent years have included Presidents Barack Obama, Clinton and Reagan, sundry Popes including Benedict XV1, Saddam Hussein, Henry Kissinger, Mikhail Gorbachev, Adolf Hitler and Benito Mussolini.
Ronald Reagan was named as the possible anti-Christ because each of his names: Ronald Wilson Reagan - had six letters – thus 666 – the ‘mark of the Beast’ – How silly is that?
 
Just more nonsense!
 
There is a pathetic history of unfulfilled prophesies concerning the Second Coming of Jesus.
 
Christians seem to be obsessed with their belief in the end of the world as a catastrophic event – Armageddon*5, which will be orchestrated by God himself. Prior to that event will be the ‘rapture’ – when all the believers, dead and alive, will be ‘caught up in the clouds’ with Jesus. Christians even now, instead of actually taking those words of Jesus as absolute fact and well past their ‘use by date,’ prefer to believe that what he said was not restricted to that time and his return has yet to come to pass.  
 
This also provides an interesting and profitable ministry for Christian preachers and teachers. During my years as a Christian I heard many, many times preaching and teaching about the End Times and the Second Coming of Jesus. There are innumerable books on the subject in Christian bookstores, and several, mostly American, authors have become extremely wealthy writing and selling millions of books on the subject – one in particular, Tim LaHaye, who has written and published 60 books, including the Left behind series (by LaHaye & Jerry B.Jenkins) with 80 million copies in print. It’s all big business!
 
During the time I was a pastor, I knew and had met personally one self-appointed Christian preacher in Australia who predicted the world would end on a certain date and had convinced his small congregation to gather on a hillside that day to await this mammoth event. Of course like many others before him he was humiliated as nothing happened. In New Zealand I had heard the ministry of a travelling Christian preacher who would visit churches on a regular basis preaching on this subject and predicting that the end of all things was very close and that Jesus would return in the clouds at any moment.
 
THERE IS A HISTORY OF FAILED PREDICTIONS OF THE SECOND COMING
 
The Adventist Church founded by William Miller predicted the second coming would be between March 21st 1843 and March 21st 1844, then changed that to October 22nd 1844. Charles Taze Russell, founder of the Jehovah’s Witnesses, predicted the return of Jesus would be in 1874. The Jehovah’s Witnesses who followed him decided that he had made a mistake and that Jesus would return in 1914. The list continues – Rudolf Steiner*6 predicted it would be in the 1930s, The Assemblies of God Church in their Weekly Evangel newspaper predicted that the second coming would be ‘no later than in 1934 or 1935’ - Herbert Armstrong*7 said it would be in 1975. An eminent pastor in Tucson, Arizona, Bill Maupin, predicted June 21st 1981; his congregation believed him and sold their homes and everything they owned and sat with the pastor on a hill awaiting the return of Jesus on that date! Nostradamus predicted 1999 as the date. The well known fundamentalist Baptist evangelist Jerry Falwell said Jesus would return between 1999 and 2009!
 
A more recent prophesy of the second coming was made by Harold Camping, a Christian minister in USA; that the ‘rapture’ would take place on May 21 2011, at 6.00 pm, and that a ‘pulverizing’ earthquake would occur at the same time. He had made a similar prediction back in 1994.
 
Now, at the time of writing this book, the ‘doomsday prediction’ is set for 11.11. pm - Universal Time on December 21st 2012. The reason for this belief is generally based on the ancient beliefs of the Maya civilization, known for mathematics and astronomy circa 300-900CE. On December 21st, the winter solstice in the Northern hemisphere, the sun will be aligned for a few days with the centre of the band of stars known as the Milky Way. Susan Milbrath, a Maya archaeoastronomer and curator of the Florida Museum of Natural History said: we have no record or knowledge that they (the Maya) would think the world would come to an end at that point.
 
The weak and gullible people who have been subjected to these ministries often live in fearful expectation and some in triumphant anticipation awaiting these events. Understandably they are all disappointed, just as all believers have been during the past 2,000 years.
 
There is more nonsense to consider in the following pages!
 
 


THE CRUCIFIXION AND RESURRECTION OF JESUS



 
 BIBLE NONSENSE NUMBER 2
 
The credibility and authenticity of the Christian religion is entirely based on the crucifixion and resurrection of Jesus.
 
The Apostle Paul said:
1 Corinthians 15:13 -17

  But if there be no resurrection of the dead, then is Christ not risen: And if Christ be not risen, then is our preaching vain, and your faith is also vain. Yea, and we are found false witnesses of God; because we have testified of God that he raised up Christ: whom he raised not up, if so be that the dead rise not. For if the dead rise not, then is not Christ raised: And if Christ be not raised, your faith is vain; ye are yet in your sins.

 
Jesus was one of possibly hundreds of similar so-called prophets, holy men and gurus wandering the counties of the Middle East in every century before and during the time of Jesus. The story of Jesus has continued as his disciples and followers were more organised than others in spite of suffering severe persecution during the 1st Century. The Apostle Paul was particularly prominent in the promotion of Christianity and actively encouraged the founding of churches as he travelled throughout the eastern Mediterranean region, preaching about the life, crucifixion and resurrection of Jesus. During a period of 250 years Christians were persecuted by the Romans for refusing to worship the Emperor - this was ‘treason’ and punishable by death. In the year 64CE a more intense period of persecution began as the Emperor Nero*8 blamed the Christians for the great fire of Rome. Many, it is claimed, including Paul, Peter, James, Stephen, Matthew, Simon and others were martyred during this time.
 
The most important factor in the spread of Christianity after that time was that the Roman Emperor Constantine*9 was converted to Christianity and in 313CE he presented the Edict of Milan which allowed Christians to follow their faith. Until then Christians had been constantly persecuted by the Romans. This was a major breakthrough for Christianity as the Roman Empire had the greatest influence in the Western World at that time. Christianity then became the major religion and influenced every part of Europe and beyond. It is not by accident that Rome is still the centre of the Christian faith.
 
If we are to believe the story as reported in the Gospels of Matthew, Mark, Luke and John it is important to note that the Gospels were written between 40 and 60+ years after the events are alleged to have taken place. We should also be aware that the actual writers of the Gospels are in fact, unknown. They were originally written in Greek whereas the disciples of Jesus spoke Aramaic and most were likely to have been illiterate. Some were simple, uneducated peasants, with the exception of Paul, who was an educated ethnically Jewish man and a Roman Citizen. He was born circa: 5CE. The actual writers of the Gospels are anonymous and it is believed that the names Matthew, Mark, Luke and John were added later as it was obviously preferable to have called them by the names of some of the known disciples of Jesus rather than Tom, Dick, Harry or whoever. It is also possible that the content of each Gospel may be based on information which was passed down by word of mouth by some of the disciples of Jesus. The content of all the Gospels and for most of the Bible is based on hearsay. None of the writers were actually eye witnesses to the events, described.
 
The events leading up to and during the crucifixion are recorded in the four Gospels but there are many variations and inconsistencies we need to examine in seeking evidence for the story of the crucifixion and resurrection of Jesus.
 
Crucifixion was not, as some may believe, a special type of execution for Jesus, it was the means of disposing of criminals convicted of heinous crimes, particularly for acts of high treason, by the Romans. In both Matthew and Mark’s Gospels they reported that Jesus was crucified between two ‘robbers’ - this factually is most unlikely as the Romans did not crucify ‘robbers!’*10 as a method of execution or punishment for their crime.
Execution by crucifixion was finally abolished in 337CE by the Christian Emperor Constantine in respect for Jesus.
 
When we think about the crucifixion of Jesus we are likely to remember paintings or illustrations in Bibles or even some movies which depicted a tortured and bloody Jesus struggling under the weight of the cross as he made his way to the place of execution.
The inconsistencies in the story begin here! In fact only one of the Gospels says that Jesus carried the cross, here are the four versions of this event: 
 
Matthew 27:31-32  

  And after that they had mocked him, they took the robe off from him, and put his own raiment on him, and led him away to crucify him. 
  And as they came out, they found a man of Cyrene, Simon by name: him they compelled to bear his cross. 

 
Mark 15:20-21  

  And when they had mocked him, they took off the purple from him, and put his own clothes on him, and led him out to crucify him. And they compel one Simon a Cyrenian, who passed by, coming out of the country, the father of Alexander and Rufus, to bear his cross. 


   

Luke 23:26

  And as they led him away, they laid hold upon one Simon, a Cyrenian, coming out of the country, and on him they laid the cross, that he might bear it after Jesus.  


   

John 19:16-17  

  Then delivered he him therefore unto them to be crucified. And they took Jesus, and led him away. And he bearing his cross went forth into a place called the place of a skull, which is called in the Hebrew Golgotha: 


   

 Now to the Crucifixion:
 Consider these statements:
 
Matthew 27:46-50

  And about the ninth hour Jesus cried with a loud voice, saying, Eli, Eli, lama sabachthani? that is to say, My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me? Some of them that stood there, when they heard that, said, This man calleth for Elias.

 
Mark 15:34-35

  And at the ninth hour Jesus cried with a loud voice, saying, Eloi, Eloi, lama sabachthani? which is, being interpreted, My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me? And some of them that stood by, when they heard it, said, Behold, he calleth Elias.

Note: Elias literally means - Yahweh is my God
 
Luke 23:44-46

  And it was about the sixth hour, and there was a darkness over all the earth until the ninth hour. And the sun was darkened, and the veil of the temple was rent in the midst. And when Jesus had cried with a loud voice, he said, Father, into thy hands commend my spirit: and having said thus, he gave up the ghost.

           
In Matthew and Mark’s accounts of the story Jesus cried out not as you would expect if he was the son of God and one who would know his father’s plan for him in advance. Surely, he would have been looking forward to his final performance, fully confident that his father knew what he was doing and that in a matter of a few days he would be resurrected and alive again for ever more. Obviously he didn’t know about the plan.
 
I suggest a more feasible explanation is that this was the cry of a deluded religious fanatic who sincerely believed that God would rescue him from the cross and his imminent death. In fact he was quoting part of a Psalm of David which he would have known from his study of Jewish scripture. It was appropriate for such a dramatic moment.
 
 
Psalm 22:1-8
To the chief Musician upon Aijeleth Shahar, A Psalm of David.
 

  
    My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?
  
   
  why art thou so far from helping me, and from the words of my roaring? O my God, I cry in the daytime, but thou hearest not; and in the night season, and am not silent. But thou art holy, O thou that inhabitest the praises of Israel. Our fathers trusted in thee: they trusted, and thou didst deliver them. They cried unto thee, and were delivered: they trusted in thee, and were not confounded. But I am a worm, and no man; a reproach of men, and despised of the people. All they that see me laugh me to scorn: they shoot out the lip, they shake the head saying, He trusted on the Lord that he would deliver him: let him deliver him, seeing he delighted in him.

 
He only quoted the first verse as the original context of the Psalm would not fit with the idea that he could be the Son of God.
The story gets more incredible as one reads Matthew’s account of the happenings at the time of the crucifixion of Jesus.
 
1.  Darkness covered the entire land
2.  There was an earthquake
3.  The veil of the temple was torn in two
4.  The graves opened and many bodies of the ‘saints’ arose and came out of their graves and went into the Holy City and appeared to many!
 
Matthew, Mark and Luke all record various versions of these events, all of which, without doubt, would have caused all the Jews in Jerusalem to immediately believe that this Jesus really was the son of God, the true Messiah. If there was a shred of truth in the report that:

  about the sixth hour, and there was a darkness over all the earth until the ninth hour. And the sun was darkened, and the veil of the temple was rent in the midst.

 
Here are the variations between the three accounts concerning when the veil of the Temple was split in two:
 
Matthew 27:50-51

  Jesus, when he had cried again with a loud voice, yielded up the ghost. And, behold, the veil of the temple was rent in twain from the top to the bottom; and the earth did quake, and the rocks rent;


    

Mark 15:37-38

  And Jesus cried with a loud voice, and gave up the ghost. And the veil of the temple was rent in twain from the top to the bottom.


    

Luke 23:44-46  

  And it was about the sixth hour, and there was a darkness over all the earth until the ninth hour. And the sun was darkened, and the veil of the temple was rent in the midst. And when Jesus had cried with a loud voice, he said, Father, into thy hands I commend my spirit: and having said thus, he gave up the ghost.

 
Matthew and Mark claimed that the veil of the Temple was split after Jesus had died; Luke said it was before Jesus died and John does not report any of these amazing events.
 
Nonsense 1
It has been widely believed that the ‘darkness’ was caused by an eclipse but this cannot be true as the crucifixion of Jesus took place during the time of the Jewish Passover*11 which takes place during the period of the full moon whereas a solar eclipse only happens during the period of the new moon*12. At most there may have been a storm which partly obscured the sun for a period of time. A solar eclipse lasts well under 10 minutes. The longest duration of a total eclipse, recorded in 1453, was 1 minute 45 seconds - not three hours!
 
Nonsense 2
The veil of the temple was the huge curtain, believed to have been about 18 meters high and 10 centimetres thick, which separated the people from the Holy of Holies - the most sacred part of the temple. Had this really happened it would have been sensational news which would have been known across the nation and reported by every scribe and historian for centuries. Every Jew would have immediately believed that Jesus was the Messiah!
As no such evidence exists we must conclude that this is another example of human imagination to add colour and sensation to the story.
 
Nonsense 3    
The most amazing part of the above reports is here in Matthew’s gospel:
 
THE MARCH OF THE ZOMBIES!
 
Matthew 27:50-53

  Jesus, when he had cried again with a loud voice, yielded up the ghost. And, behold, the veil of the temple was rent in twain from the top to the bottom; and the earth did quake, and the rocks rent; And the graves were opened; and many bodies of the saints which slept arose, And came out of the graves after his resurrection, and went into the holy city, and appeared unto many.

 
This sounds like the climax of a Hollywood movie although apart from the darkness and a storm the rest of the Bible story was left out of the Movie ‘The Passion of the Christ’. Obviously it was too incredible even for the Catholic Bible believing producer Mel Gibson to accept as a factual series of events. Darkness in daytime can be caused by a storm, earthquakes do happen, and we can all accept the possibility of those natural events at any time. As for the veil of the temple being torn in two followed by graves opening and the bodies or rather, skeletons as they would be, walking into Jerusalem and being seen by many, this is bizarre and completely beyond belief and all possibility. Had any of this happened it would have been the most sensational event of the age. Everyone would have been convinced that Jesus was truly the son of God, and would have immediately become believers. Apart from Matthew’s story there is not a shred of evidence that any of this occurred.
 
Seriously, we should accept that the whole story is fiction! Another example of human invention and fantasy rather that factual evidence or divinely inspired writing.
 
Just nonsense!
 
THE RESURRECTION 
 
So did Jesus actually rise from the dead? - What evidence do we have that he did? Once again the only evidence we have is the Bible which cannot be accepted as a reliable source of information. As I said in my Introduction, the Bible is a collection of stories and myths based on hearsay transmitted from generation to generation and which were recorded by many (40+) different authors during a period spanning possibly 1,600 or more years.
 
The ‘evidence’ then is only to be found in the Bible – no historical, scientific or authenticated archaeological evidence exists. If you check the internet for such evidence you will discover many websites by Christian ministries – all present the evidence only from the Bible. Most so-called archaeological evidence is based on supposition rather than fact. The tourist industry of the Holy Land naturally endeavours to proclaim the authenticity of such sights as the cave or tomb in which Jesus was laid.   
 
If we examine this so-called evidence in the Bible, we quickly discover many discrepancies in the written accounts of  Matthew, Mark, Luke and John.
 
After the crucifixion the Body of Jesus was taken to a tomb which belonged to a wealthy disciple:
 
Matthew 27:57-66

  When the even was come, there came a rich man of Arimathaea, named Joseph, who also himself was Jesus’ disciple: He went to Pilate, and begged the body of Jesus. Then Pilate commanded the body to be delivered. And when Joseph had taken the body, he wrapped it in a clean linen cloth, and laid it in his own new tomb, which he had hewn out in the rock: and he rolled a great stone to the door of the sepulchre, and departed. And there was Mary Magdalene, and the other Mary, sitting over against the sepulchre. Now the next day, that followed the day of preparation, the chief priests and Pharisees came together unto Pilate, saying, Sir, we remember that that deceiver said, while he was yet alive, After three days I will rise again. Command therefore that the sepulchre be made sure until the third day, lest the his disciples come by night, and steal him away, and say unto the people, He is risen from the dead: so the last error be worse than the first. Pilate said unto them, ye have a watch: go your way, make it as sure as ye can. So they went, and made the sepulchre sure, sealing the stone, and setting watch.


   

STRANGE HAPPENINGS - FOUR DIFFERENT VERSIONS
 
Now we have the body of Jesus in the tomb - the sepulchre - then just before dawn on Sunday, Mary Magdalene and Mary the mother of James (& Jesus) went to see the sepulchre, according to Matthew’s version.
 
 
Version: 1.
 
Matthew 28:1-9

  In the end of the Sabbath, as it began to dawn toward the first day of the week, came  Mary Magdalene and the other Mary to see the sepulchre. And there was a great earthquake: for the angel of the Lord descended from heaven and came and rolled back the stone from the door, and sat upon it. His countenance was like lightning, and his raiment white as snow: And for fear of him the keepers did shake, and become as dead men.   And the angel answered and said unto the women, Fear not ye: for I know that ye seek Jesus, which was crucified. He is not here: for he is risen, as he said. Come see the place where the Lord lay. And go quickly, and tell his disciples that he is risen from the dead; and, behold, he goeth before you into Galilee: there shall ye see him: lo, I have told you. And they departed quickly from the sepulchre with fear and great joy; and did run to bring his disciples the word. And as they went to tell his disciples, behold Jesus met them, saying, All hail. And they came and held him by the feet, and worshipped him.

 

   

Matthew 28:11-15

  Now when they were going, behold, some of the watch came into the city, and shewed unto the chief priests all the things that were done. And when they were assembled with the elders, and had taken counsel, they gave large sums of money unto the soldiers, saying, say ye, His disciples came by night, and stole him away while we slept. And if this come to the governor’s ears, we will persuade him, and secure you. So they took the money, and did as they were taught: and this saying is commonly reported among the Jews until this day.  


   

 
Version: 2.
 
Mark 16:1-12

  And when the Sabbath was past, Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James, and Salome, had bought sweet spices, that they might anoint him. And very early in the morning the first day of the week, they came unto the sepulchre at the rising of the sun. And they said among themselves,who shall roll us away the stone from the door of the sepulchre? And when they looked, they saw that the stone was rolled away: for it was very great. And entering into the sepulchre, they saw a young man sitting on the right side, clothed in a long white garment; and they were affrighted. And he saith unto them, be not affrighted: Ye seek Jesus of Nazareth, which was crucified: he is risen; he is not here: behold the place where they laid him. But go your way, tell his disciples and Peter that he goeth before you into Galilee: there shall ye see him, as he said unto you. And they went out quickly, and fled from the sepulchre; for they trembled and were amazed: neither said they anything to any man; for they were afraid. Now when Jesus was risen the first day of the week, he appeared first to Mary Magdalene, out of whom he had cast seven devils, And she went and told them that had been with him, as they mourned and wept. And they, when they had heard that he was alive, and been seen of her, believed not. After that he appeared in another form unto two of them, as they walked, and went into the country.


   

 
 
Version: 3.
 
Luke 24: 1-15

  Now upon the first day of the week, very early in the morning, they* came unto the sepulchre, bringing spices which they had prepared and certain others with them. And they found the stone rolled away from the sepulchre. And they entered in, and found not the body of the Lord Jesus. And it came to pass, as they were much perplexed thereabout, behold, two men stood by them in shining garments: And as they were afraid, and bowed down their faces to the earth, they said unto them, Why seek ye the living among the dead? He is not here, but is risen: remember how he spake unto you when he was yet in Galilee, Saying, the Son of man must be delivered into the hands of sinful men, and be crucified, and the third day rise again. And they remembered his words, and returned from the sepulchre, and told all these things unto the eleven, and to all the rest. It was Mary Magdalene, and Joanna, and Mary the mother of James, and the other women that were with them, which told these things unto the apostles. And their words seemed to them as idle tales, and they believed them not. Then arose Peter, and ran unto the sepulchre; and stooping down, he beheld the linen clothes laid by themselves, and departed, wondering in himself at that which was come to pass. And, behold, two of them went the same day to a village called Emmaus, which was from Jerusalem about threescore furlongs. And they talked together of all these things which had happened. And it came to pass, that, while they communed together and reasoned, Jesus himself drew near, and went with them.


   

*The last verses of the previous chapter refer to the ‘women’

   

Version: 4.
 
John 20:1-18
The first day of the week cometh Mary Magdalene early, when it was yet dark, unto the sepulchre, and seeth the stone taken away from the sepulchre, then she runneth, and commeth to SimonPeter, and to the other disciple, whom Jesus loved, and saith unto them, They have taken away the Lord out of the sepulchre, and we know not where they have laid him. Peter therefore went forth, and that other disciple, and came to the sepulchre. So they ran both together: and the other disciple did outrun Peter, and came first to the sepulchre. And stooping down, and looking in, saw the linen clothes lying; yet went he not in. Then cometh Simon Peter following him, and went into the sepulchre, and seeth the linen clothes lie. And the napkin, that was about his head, not lying with the linen clothes, but wrapped together in a place by itself. Then went in that other disciple, which came first to the sepulchre, and he saw, and believed. For as yet they knew not the scripture, that he must rise again from the dead. then the disciples went away again unto their own home. But Mary stood without at the sepulchre weeping: and as she wept, she stooped down, and looked into the sepulchre, and seeth two angels in white sitting, the one at the head, and the other at the feet, where the body of Jesus had lain. And they say unto her, woman, why weepest thou? She saith unto them, Because they have taken away my Lord, and I know not where they have laid him. And when she had thus said, she turned herself back, and saw Jesus standing, and knew not that it was Jesus. Jesus saith unto her, woman, why weepest thou? whom seekest thou? She, supposing him to be the gardener saith unto him, Sir, if thou have borne him hence, tell me where thou hast laid him, and I will take him away. Jesus saith unto her, Mary. She turned herself, and saith unto him, Rabboni: which is to say, Master. Jesus saith unto her, Touch me not; for I am not yet ascended to my Father: but go to my brethren, and say unto them, I ascend unto my Father, and your Father; and to my God, and your God. Mary Magdalene came and told the disciples that she had seen the Lord, and that he had spoken these things unto her.

   



FOUR VERSIONS  
WHICH - IF ANY - SHOULD WE BELIEVE?
 
Version: 1
Were there soldiers guarding the sepulchre?
 Yes - several but it’s not mentioned how many

  



  


Who went to the sepulchre?
Mary Magdalene and the other Mary visit the sepulchre

  



  


What happened?
There was - a great earthquake
The angel of the Lord descended from heaven and rolled away the stone from the door and sat upon it.
His countenance was like lightening, and his raiment white as snow

  



  


Who first met Jesus? How and where?
As the two Marys went to tell his disciples, Jesus met them, saying, All hail. And they came and held him by the feet, and worshipped him.
 
Version: 2
Were there soldiers guarding the sepulchre?
None mentioned

  



  


Who went to the sepulchre?
Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James, and Salome. They had brought sweet spices, that they might anoint him.

  



  


What happened?
They saw that the stone had been rolled away.
As they entered the sepulchre, they saw a young man sitting on the right side, clothed in a long white garment.

  



  


Who first met Jesus? How and where?
When  Jesus was risen on the first day of the week  he appeared first to Mary Magdalene.
 
Version: 3
Were there soldiers guarding the sepulchre?
None mentioned

  



  


Who went to the sepulchre?
Early in the morning, they* came unto the sepulchre, bringing spices which they had prepared and certain others with them - bringing spices which they had prepared.
* ‘they’ - the previous chapter refers to ‘the women.’

  



  


What happened?
They found the stone rolled away from the sepulchre. They entered the sepulchre and Jesus had gone. Then they saw two men standing by them in shining garments:
The women, later identified as Mary Magdalene, and Joanna, and Mary the mother of James, and the other women that were with them - all went to tell the disciples what had happened at the sepulchre  The disciples were sceptical about their story so Peter then ran to the sepulchre and found only the linen grave clothes.

  



  


Who first met Jesus? How and where?
Later ‘two of them’ (not named) went to a village called Emmaus outside of Jerusalem and as they were talking together about what had happened that day Jesus joined them and they walked together.
 
Version: 4.

  


Were there soldiers guarding the sepulchre?
None mentioned

  



  


Who went to the sepulchre?
Before dawn early in the morning Mary Magdalene went to the sepulchre and found that the stone had been rolled away.

  



  


What happened?
Without entering the sepulchre she ran to find Simon Peter and the other disciple whom Jesus loved - this was possibly John.
Peter and the other disciple then ran to the sepulchre. The ‘other’ disciple was the first to arrive and looked into the sepulchre and saw the linen grave clothes lying there. Peter then arrived and went in and saw only the linen clothes - And the napkin, that was about his head not lying with the linen clothes, but wrapped together in a place by itself
The disciples then left and went to their homes. Mary Magdalene stood outside the sepulchre weeping. Then she looked into the sepulchre and saw two angels in white sitting where Jesus had lain.
 
Who first met Jesus? How and where?
The angels spoke to her and then she saw Jesus, but she thought he must be the gardener. She asked him where he had taken the body of Jesus and then Jesus called her by name Mary and she turned and recognised him and said Rabboni - meaning Master. Jesus then said: don’t touch me as I have not yet ascended to my Father. He then told her to go and tell the disciples that she had seen him, which she did.  
Note: He allowed the two Marys to hold his feet (version 1)  
 
We also have the words of Paul according to the book of the Acts of the Apostles to consider, especially as he was converted to Christianity well after the time of the alleged crucifixion and resurrection of Jesus. This conversion is generally believed to have been circa 33-36CE. Paul was previously known as Saul of Tarsus and was a Pharisee who rigorously persecuted the Christians until, it is alleged, he was dramatically confronted by Jesus on the road to Damascus:
 
Acts 9:3-5

  And as he journeyed, he came near Damascus: and suddenly there shined round about him a light from heaven. And he fell to the earth, and heard a voice saying unto him, Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou me? And he said, who art thou, Lord? And the Lord said I am Jesus whom you thou persecutest:

 
We have the writings of Paul concerning the ‘Resurrection.’ These, according to an overwhelming majority of New Testament scholars, pre-date all the four Gospels which were written as late as 60-70CE. Again there are more discrepancies concerning these events to consider.
 
1 Corinthians 15:3-8

  For I delivered unto you first of all that which I received, how that Christ died for our sins according to the scriptures; And that he was buried, and that he rose again the third day according to the scriptures: And that he was seen of Cephas, then of the twelve: After that, he was seen of above five hundred brethren at once; of whom the greater part remain unto this present, but some have fallen asleep. After that, he was seen of James; then of all. And last of all he was seen of me also, as of one born out of due time.


   

Paul makes no mention of any soldiers guarding the tomb or of the happenings at the sepulchre or that the tomb was empty or that Jesus appeared first to either Mary Magdalene or Mary mother of Jesus and of James. Instead he adds to those who witnessed seeing the resurrected Jesus - Five hundred followers of Jesus - then, after that he was seen by James and then by all. And after that, last of all by Paul.
 
Wow! 500 people in Jerusalem saw the resurrected Jesus!
 
IF that had actually occurred, then again there would have been many documents still existing about this great happening. As I have already mentioned, had the events which the Bible records occurred at the time of the crucifixion, they would have been huge news throughout the entire region and there would be countless volumes of evidence and reports of these happenings.
 
There were numerous historians at this time and none mentioned any of the extraordinary events, which allegedly occurred during the life and death of Jesus.  There are no reports of his so called miracles, healing the sick, raising the dead, feeding the five thousand or walking on water! There are no historical documents containing evidence about this man called Jesus and his ‘triumphant’ entry into Jerusalem just a few days before his ‘trial’ and then his suffering leading to and during the crucifixion and his death on the cross and no mention of his resurrection.
Why have none been found?
 
The controversy about the validity of the crucifixion and resurrection of Jesus continues to the present time. There are numerous opinions and theories to be found in books and now also on the Internet; they persist as there is hardly any scientific, historic or factual evidence concerning these events any more than for the rest of the Bible.
 
It is therefore reasonable to conclude that the entire episode originates from myths and legend rather than from true and accurate information from any source. The descriptions of the events in the New Testament of the Bible greatly lack integrity as they were all written, based on verbal accounts given and repeated over many years, by numerous people. There is no evidence that any of the critical major events were written by those who were eyewitnesses to those events. Very little of the content of the Old Testament can be claimed to have been written by anyone who actually witnessed the reported events.  
 
IF Jesus was crucified as described in the Bible there are many flaws in the story: 
 
As I have previously mentioned, the Bible says that he was crucified between two thieves. Historically, there are no records that the Romans crucified thieves. Crucifixion was reserved only for heinous crimes, notably treason against the State. The bodies of those crucified were left on the cross to rot or to be devoured gradually by birds and animals. This was usual practice by the Romans as it was an important warning to others who might offend. The ability of Joseph of Arimathaea to persuade Pontius Pilate the Governor to allow the body to be removed was unusual if not unlikely.
 
The ‘guards’ - soldiers at the tomb, were only mentioned in Matthew. If they were ‘on duty’ and guarding the tomb they may have slept during part of the night, which would enable the disciples to open the sepulcher and remove the body. This was suggested by the chief priests as the explanation the guards might give as to why the tomb was empty; and that they were bribed to tell everyone that is what had happened. But it’s hardly likely that the disciples could count on the guards sleeping at all, let alone so soundly as to be unaware of the activity necessary to remove the body. In any case would soldiers admit to falling asleep on duty? And, importantly, if the soldiers did remain awake they would have witnessed the alleged amazing events, and said so, perhaps to the point of becoming believers.
 
So, either way, even the opening gambit of the resurrection story raises questions.
 
It is also very possible that Joseph of Arimathaea who owned the tomb which was conveniently close by*13, offered it only as a temporary place for the body. It was almost nightfall when the body of Jesus was removed from the cross and Jewish law and custom maintained that a body must be buried before sundown and, as it was Friday, sundown was the beginning of the Sabbath. Joseph then could have removed the body later during the night before dawn and buried it in common ground which was the usual practice for the burial of criminals.
 
Deuteronomy 21:23-23
 

  And if a man have committed a sin worthy of death, and he be to be put to death, and thou hang him on a tree: His body shall not remain all night upon the tree: His body shall not remain all night upon the tree, but thou shalt in any wise bury him that day; 
  for he that is hanged is accursed of God; that thy land be not defiled, which the Lord thy God hath giveth thee for an inheritance.

 
The above reference is concerning Jewish law rather than the Roman practice of leaving the body hanging on the cross.
 
So - what about the reported sighting of the resurrected Jesus?
 
We should remember that if these events happened as described in the Bible, this was a time of great emotion for all involved. The disciples and followers of Jesus were not in fact prepared for him to actually die upon the cross.
 
No doubt they all believed that somehow God - whom he called his Father - would rescue him from the cross and Jesus would then be hailed as the King of Kings and the true messiah! 
Even Jesus was surprised and disappointed that God had not performed as he had believed as he uttered those words on the cross: My God, my God why hast thou forsaken me?
 
Why else would he utter those words?
 
Some of the disciples went into hiding as they feared being identified as those who followed and believed in Jesus. Before the crucifixion the disciple Peter was asked if he was with Jesus, but he denied that he knew him. He was afraid to be seen as a disciple.
 
Following the crucifixion was a time of high drama. The disciples had lost hope and would be afraid, but looking for something to happen. The fact that they didn’t believe the reports that Jesus had risen is further evidence that they were not expecting him to rise from the dead. No doubt they wanted to see Jesus again but it seemed to them to be an unlikely possibility.
 
When, where and to whom did Jesus appear? We have already listed those appearances in this chapter.
 
Those who allegedly saw Jesus after he was missing from the tomb were: Mary Magdalene and Mary mother of James. They also held him by his feet but in version 4 he tells them - don’t touch me as I have not yet ascended to my Father; Two of the disciples, (not named) as they walked to Emmaus. Jesus joined them.
Two disciples (Version 2)

  And they, when they had heard that he was alive, and been seen of her, believed not. After that he appeared in another form unto two of them, as they walked, and went into the country.

 
If we apply REASON to the entire discourse on the crucifixion and resurrection story of the man called Jesus, I would offer this as a plausible explanation of the Bible story: First of all I call it simply a ‘story’ - one of thousands which have been passed from generation to generation. This passing on of stories process would include even up to the present and so would include (even from centuries ago) publications as well as ‘word of mouth.’  Virtually all that is written about Jesus is hearsay and /or fiction, and unsubstantiated historically. 
 
This is a story from the time that the Roman Empire included most of the countries of the Mediterranean and the Middle East as we know it today. People of every nation and race believed in some form of religion, including the Romans and the Greeks, who worshipped many gods. The nation of Israel believed in one god - the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. Apart from those various and fairly stable religions, there were always new prophets or gurus or magicians with new ideas.
 
The New Testament Jesus was not unique as he had very similar credentials to many others who had lived before his time, including a virgin birth, miracles, execution and resurrection. There was, for example, a type of ‘Jesus’ in Egyptian mythology named Horus several thousand years before the alleged birth of Jesus Christ. The story includes a star in the east heralding his birth to a virgin mother. There was no detail of the life of Horus after his birth until he was thirty years old. He was baptized in the river Eridanus in Jordan by Anup the baptizer who was later executed by decapitation. Horus was said to be a fisher of men and had twelve loyal followers. It is claimed that he walked on water, cast out demons and healed the sick. It was said that he and God were one. Horus was also known as the light of the world, the Lamb, the Lion, the afflicted one and as the source of life eternal and that he showed the way, the truth and the life. He delivered a sermon on a mount. He was crucified between two thieves, buried in a tomb and resurrected. He was transfigured on a mountain. He descended into hell and preached to the souls in prison there before he arose from the dead.
As you can see, the story of the life and ministry of Jesus is remarkably parallel to the story of Horus who preceded him by several thousand years. The story of the mythical Horus would still have been known among the people of Egypt at the time of Jesus. According to Matthew’s Gospel the infant Jesus lived in Egypt for many years during his early childhood. I leave you to draw your own conclusions.
 
Matthew 2:13-15

  And when they were departed, behold, the angel of the Lord appeareth to Joseph in a dream, saying, Arise, and take the young child and his mother, and flee into Egypt, and be thou there until I bring thee word: for Herod will seek the young child to destroy him. When he arose, he took the young child and his mother by night, and departed into Egypt: And was there until the death of Herod: that it might be fulfilled which was spoken of the Lord by the prophet, saying, Out of Egypt have I called my son.


   

 
There are many others with similar credentials: Osiris, Krishna, Bacchus, Orpheus, Adonis, Attis, Hercules, Mithras, Thor son of Odin, Tammuz of Syria, Beddru of Japan and Deva Tat of Siam to name but a few.
 
Gerald Massey (1828-1907) An Egyptologist who studied and lectured for many years on his research of ancient religions concluded that:

  Christianity was neither original nor unique, but that the roots of much of the Judeo/Christian tradition lay in the prevailing Kamite (ancient Egyptian) culture of the region. We are faced with the inescapable realisation that if Jesus had been able to read the documents of old Egypt, he would have been amazed to find his own biography already substantially written some four or five thousand years previously.

Gerald Massey traced 180 examples of close similarity between Horus and the life and story of Jesus.
 
The question now is: can we accept the story of the birth, life and death of Jesus as a factual account of a real person who lived at that time or was it only a myth about one of many who claimed to be the Messiah or the Son of God? There is virtually no evidence, apart from the Bible, whereby we can say for certain that this man ‘Jesus’ existed or that he was who he said he was. The fact that the Christian religion has grown to be the largest single religion in the world from those stories does not mean we can assume the story is completely or even partly based on truth. A good story which is entirely a myth, legend, fable or invented has the ability to be believed over a period of many centuries. In Greek and Roman mythology there are myriad mythical heroes and creatures and gods which were believed by many to have existed and were worshipped accordingly during many centuries.
 
As I have already suggested, the Biblical accounts of the crucifixion and resurrection of Jesus are seriously flawed by alternative, sometimes contradictory, information or by the obviously invented, amazing and bizarre accounts concerning the happenings at the time.
 
Historically, there is a great lack of evidence and the Biblical accounts were all written some 30 to 60 years after those events had allegedly taken place. There are no known credible records of the crucifixion or resurrection of Jesus. The best known Jewish historian of this time was Flavius Josephus*14 (37CE to 100CE) who briefly mentioned Jesus twice - the following passage concerns the crucifixion and resurrection:  
 
From: Testimonium Flavianum (written 93CE)
About this time came Jesus, a wise man, if indeed it is appropriate to call him a man. For he was a performer of paradoxical feats, a teacher of people who accept the unusual with pleasure, and he won over many of the Jews and also many Greeks. He was the Christ. When Pilate, upon the accusation of the first men amongst us, condemned him to be crucified, those who had formerly loved him did not cease to follow him, for he appeared to them on the third day, living again, as the divine prophets foretold, along with a myriad of other marvellous things concerning him. And the tribe of the Christians, so named after him, has not disappeared to this day. 
 
Many historians dispute that this passage was, in fact, written by Josephus; rather that it was a later interpolation by an unknown scribe - with a cause to serve, however, Louis Feldman*15, a scholar specifically of the works of Josephus, studied 87 articles published during the period of 1937–1980 and reported that:

   
  The overwhelming majority of which question its authenticity in whole or in part.

 
Alice Whealey*16 - is an independent historian specializing in the intellectual history of Europe. In 2003 she published  Josephus on Jesus, The Testimonium Flavianum Controversy from Late Antiquity to Modern Times,  critically analysing the Testimonium Flavianum - the disputed passage from Josephus that mentions Jesus Christ. She concluded concerning the historiography, it seems that most modern scholars consider that Josephus really did write something here about Jesus, but that the text that has reached us is corrupt.*
 
Finally then, we are left with the the fact that only ‘evidence’ concerning the birth, life, death and claimed resurrection of Jesus is to be found in the Bible. We can therefore deduce that this is all another example of Bible nonsense. 
 
 
 
 
*Corrupt - in this sense meaning: containing errors: unusable because of the presence of errors that have been introduced: containing copying errors: containing undesirable changes in meaning or errors made in copying: a corrupt transcription of the manuscript. Contaminated or tainted by something else.
 
 
 
 


FAMILY VALUES AND THE BIBLE



 
BIBLE NONSENSE NUMBER 3
 
Christians are quick to tell us that the Bible provides a code for life and a guide on moral issues and so called family values. Some go even further and say that without the guidance of the Bible, society would be in danger of disintegrating in a universal moral decline, but does the Bible actually justify this belief?
They, almost without doubt, will immediately quote the Ten Commandments and other scriptures which provide instructions for order in the family.
 
Here are the Ten Commandments:
 
From: Exodus 20:1-19
1.      Worship No other Gods or have other religious beliefs
2.      Make no image of God
3.      No swearing using the name of God
4.      No work on the Sabbath 
(strictly speaking this is Saturday)*
5.      Honour/respect your parents
6.      Do nor kill another human being
7.      Do not commit adultery/no sex outside of marriage
8.      Do not steal
9.      Do not tell lies about your neighbour/anyone
10.  Do not envy/long to possess another’s property, wife, servants or animals
 
The first four are all self protection for a self admitted ‘jealous God’ and come with threats for disobedience. In an educated, law-abiding and responsible society the remaining six would generally be acceptable as a list of good human behaviour. In fact they are good family values practised by the majority of people on the planet whether or not they have any belief in any god or religion.
 
*Therefore millions of Christians routinely break this commandment!
 
GOD’S ORDER FOR FAMILY LIFE
 
In the New Testament there are instructions for family life which are regularly taught in many churches.
 
GOD SAYS WOMEN ARE INFERIOR TO MEN!
 
From the beginning God gave man authority over the woman.  According to the Bible this all began in the Garden of Eden as God had instructed Adam and Eve not to eat fruit from the tree of knowledge of good and evil, which was in the centre of the garden and told them that if they did eat from the tree they would surely die! Then the devil, in the form of a talking serpent, tempted Eve and told her that she would not die if she ate the fruit - so she did eat it! When Adam joined her she gave him fruit from the tree and he ate it too. God soon appeared on the scene and asked Adam why he had eaten fruit from the tree. He immediately blamed Eve!
 
Genesis 3:12-17

  And the man said, the woman thou gavest to be with me, she gave me of the tree, and I did eat.


   

To accept any of the above as a credible explanation about the actions of first human beings on earth we would also have to believe that a snake could talk!

   

Then Eve blamed the serpent:

   


  And the Lord God said unto the woman what is this that thou hast done? And the woman said. The serpent beguiled me and I did eat.

 
God then began to hand out retribution to all concerned:
 

  
    And the Lord God said unto the serpent,
  
   
  because thou hast done this, thou art cursed above all cattle, and above every beast of the field; upon thy belly shalt thou go, and dust shalt thou eat all the days of thy life: And I will put enmity between thee and the woman, and between thy seed and her seed; it shall bruise thy head, and thou shalt bruise his heel.


  
    Unto the woman he said,
  
   
  I will greatly multiply thy sorrow and thy conception; in sorrow thou shalt bring forth children; and thy desire shall be to thy husband, and he shall rule over thee.

 

  And to Adam he said, because thou hast hearkened unto the voice of thy wife, and hast eaten of the tree, of which I commanded thee, saying, thou shalt not eat of it; cursed is the ground for thy sake; in sorrow shalt thou eat of it all the days of thy life;


  


 
The suppression of women continues in many places throughout the Bible - Here are a few examples which are a direct result of the Garden of Eden experience and judgement and condemnation by God:
 
Timothy 2:11-14

  Let the womem learn in silence with all subjection. But I suffer not a woman to teach, nor to usurp authority over a man, but to be in silence. 
  For Adam was first formed, then Eve. And Adam was not deceived, but the woman being deceived was in the transgression


   

1 Corinthians 14:34-35

  Let your women keep silence in the churches: for it is not permitted unto them to speak; but they are commanded to be under obedience, 
  as also saith the law. And if they will learn anything, let them ask their husbands at home: for it is a shame for women to speak in church.

 
Whilst I certainly do not accept the above in any way as good family values for today, currently most evangelical or fundamentalist Christians do not obey these rules for women of ‘keeping silent’ or ‘not teaching.’ There are many Christian women who have large ministries who teach and preach the Bible on television or are pastors of their own churches. Generally, only very ‘closed’ Christian cults adhere almost entirely to these scriptures and definitely treat their women as second class citizens.
 
Most of these same evangelical and fundamentalist Christians do, however, believe and accept that wives should be in submission to their own husbands, as Paul had taught in in his letters to the churches concerning family values and order in the home.
 
1 Corinthians 11:3

  But I would have you know, that the head of every man is Christ; and the head of the woman is the man; and the head of Christ is God.

 
Ephesians.5:22-25

  Wives, submit yourselves unto your own husbands, 
  as unto the Lord. For the husband is the head of the wife, even as Christ is the head of the church: and he is the saviour of the body. Therefore as the church is subject unto Christ, so let the wives be to their own husbands in every thing. Husbands love your wives, even as Christ also loved the church, and gave himself for it.

 
Colossians.3:18-21

  Wives, submit yourselves unto your own husbands, 
  as it is fit in the Lord. Husbands, love your wives, and be not bitter against them. Children, obey your parents in all things: for this is well pleasing unto the Lord. Fathers, provoke not your children to anger, lest they be discouraged.

 
Ephesians 6:1-4

  Children, obey your parents in the Lord: for this is right. 
  Honour thy father and mother; (which is the first commandment with promise) that it may be well with thee, and thou mayest live long on the earth. And, ye fathers provoke not your children to wrath: but bring them up in the nurture and admonition of the Lord.


   

These then are God’s instructions for family life according to Paul
1.      The husband is the head of the home under Christ.
2.      The wife is to submit* to her husband in everything.
3.      The husband is to love the wife in the same way that Christ loves the church.
4.      The children are to obey and honour their parents.
5.      Fathers are not to provoke/annoy their children and make them angry but must bring them up according to God’s laws.
6.      Servants/slaves are to be obedient to their masters in fear and trembling!
 
Here we should remember that this teaching was for a very different society and people with a very different culture living some 2,000 years ago! These are not instructions for present-day living. We should therefore accept that most of the Bible teaching is irrelevant for life today.
 
There is merit in establishing order in the home and it is accepted that a man’s duty is to protect his wife and children. Children are expected to obey their parents whilst they remain living within the family home at least until they reach adulthood. In Bible times and for many centuries following, women were not educated and all decisions were made by the husband. This is clearly no longer generally the situation, yet some religious groups, Christian and others, diligently live by these ancient rules and demand that their members, especially the women, obey these instructions.
 
The following verses deal with morals and emotions and are good advice for all time:
 
Colossians.3:5

  Mortify therefore your members which are upon the earth; fornication, uncleanness, inordinate affection, evil concupiscence, (lust) and covetousness, which is idolatry.  

 
*To Submit: to yield to somebody or to somebody’s authority, control, or demands.
 
Colossians.3:8-9

  But now ye also put off all these; anger, wrath, malice, blasphemy, filthy communication out of your mouth. Lie not one to another, seeing that ye have put off the old man with his deeds;

 
 
JESUS AND FAMILY VALUES
 
 
Here we find that the words of Jesus contradict the instructions for harmony in the home as advocated by the Apostle Paul.  All rather confusing – we don’t know who to believe. But if we look at examples for living in the Old Testament, later in this chapter, it becomes even more confusing.
 
Christians believe that Jesus is the Prince of Peace according to Old Testament prophecy*17 concerning the Messiah, but he had some strange family values which negate that prophecy:
 
Matthew 10:34-36

  Think not that I am come to send peace on earth: I came not to send peace, but a sword. For I am come to set a man at variance against his father, and the daughter against her mother, and the daughter in law against her mother in law. And a man’s foes shall be they of his own household.

 
Luke 14:26
If any man come unto me,and hate not his father, and mother, and wife, and children, and brethren, and sisters, yea, and his own life, he cannot be my disciple.
 
 
The above verses and others already mentioned are used today by particularly legalistic Christian churches and cults as justification for demanding that there should be no contact by the believer with their unbelieving relatives. They also enforce and demand that priority must be given to the ‘Lord’ – over and above all the needs of the family. Many families have been divided by these draconian, intolerant and judgmental attitudes.
 
Jesus admits that he did not come to bring peace in the family but to bring division in the family!
 
Luke 12:51-52
Suppose ye that I am come to give peace on earth?  I tell you, Nay; but rather division: For from henceforth there shall be five in one house divided, three against two, and two against three. 
 
Luke 22:36

  Then said he unto them, but now, he that hath a purse, let him take it, and likewise his scrip: and he that hath no sword, let him sell his garment, and buy one.

 
The Prince of Peace - I don’t think so!  Just nonsense!
 
If we are to accept the Bible as our handbook for family values we should check out some more verses which you may not hear preached too often, if ever! If you are a Bible believing Christian, it is not unreasonable to expect that you should obey all of God’s laws whether they are in the New or Old Testament. Fortunately, most of these ‘laws’ have become illegal through the more humane legal system of laws and punishment instituted by most countries during the past century or so. As you consider some of the examples of God’s laws and family values in the following pages you will appreciate the need for these ancient Biblical laws to be abolished from human society whether God instituted them or not!
 
 FAMILY VALUES FOR WOMEN
EXAMPLES FROM THE OLD TESTAMENT
 
 A PENALTY FOR GIVING BIRTH TO A FEMALE CHILD
 
Leviticus 12:

  2. Speak to the children of Israel, saying, if a woman have conceived seed, and born a man child: then she shall be unclean seven days; according to the days of separation for her infirmity shall she be unclean.


  4. And she shall then continue in the blood of her purifying three and thirty days; she shall touch no hallowed thing, nor come into the sanctuary, until the days of her purifying be fulfilled. 


   


  5. But if she bear a maid child, then she shall be unclean for two weeks, as in her separation: and she shall continue in the blood of her purifying threescore and six days.


   

So - if a woman gives birth to a male child she cannot have sex with her husband for seven days + 33 days = 40 days.
 
But if she has a female child she cannot have sex with her husband for 14+66 = 80 days! This of course suggests that the birth of female babies is twice as ‘unclean’ as the birth of male children!
 
 
 
 GOD’S FAMILY VALUES FOR CHILDREN
CAN MEAN A DEATH SENTENCE!
 
Punishment for children that hit or curse (swear at) their parents is death - Just kill them - they won’t do it again! 
 
Exodus 21:
15. And he that smiteth his father, or his mother, shall be surely put to death.
17. And he that curseth his father, or his mother, shall surely be put to death. 
 
No compromise! They shall surely be put to death - at a stoning party!
 
Deuteronomy.21:18-21 

  If a man have a stubborn and rebellious son, which will not obey the voice of his father, or the voice of his mother, and that, when they have chastened him, will not hearken unto them: Then shall his father and his mother lay hold on him, and bring him out unto the elders of his city, and unto the gate of his place;  And they shall say 
  unto the elders of his city, This our son is stubborn and rebellious, he will not obey our voice; he is a glutton, and a drunkard.  And all the men of his city shall stone him with stones, that he die: so shalt thou put evil away from among you; and all Israel shall hear, and fear.

 
Leviticus 20:9

  For every one that curseth his father or his mother shall be surely put to death: 
  he cursed his father or his mother; his blood shall be upon him.

 
 
LOST VIRGINITY BEFORE MARRIAGE 
IS A DEATH SENTENCE
 
Deuteronomy.22:13-21

  If any man take a wife, and go in unto her, and hate her, And give occasions of speech against her, and bring up an evil name upon her, and say, I took this woman, and when I came to her, I found her not a maid: Then shall the father of the damsel, and her mother, take and bring forth the tokens of the damsel’s virginity unto the elders of the city in the gate: And the damsel’s father shall say unto the elders, I gave my daughter unto this man to wife, and he hateth her; And, lo, he hath given occasions of speech against her, saying, I found not thy daughter a maid; and yet these are the tokens of my daughter’s virginity. And they shall spread the cloth before the elders of the city. And the elders of that city shall take that man and chastise him; And they shall amerce him in an hundred shekels of silver, and give them unto the father of the damsel, because he hath brought up an evil name upon a virgin of Israel: and she shall be his wife; he may not put her away all his days. But if this thing be true, and the tokens of virginity be not found for the damsel: Then they shall bring out the damsel to the door of her father’s house, and the men of her city shall stone her with stones that she die: because she hath wrought folly in Israel, to play the whore in her father’s house: so shalt thou put evil away from among you.

 
 
PLEASE RAPE MY DAUGHTER!
 
Here is the story of a family traveling to a town called Bethlehem-Judah They were invited by an old man to stay the night at his house and whilst they were there a mob of drunken men came to the door and asked for the young man of the visiting family to go with them as they wanted to ‘know him’ - (Bible code for sex). The old man refused their request but then offered his daughter and his mistress for them to rape! So they took his mistress and abused her all night.
 
 
Judges 19:24-25

  Behold, here is my daughter a maiden* and his concubine; them I will bring out now, and humble ye them, and do with them what seemeth good unto you: but unto this man do not so vile a thing. But the men would not hearken to him: so they took his concubine and brought her forth unto them: and they knew her, and abused her all night until the morning: and when the day began to spring, they let her go.

 
*maiden - the correct translation here is ‘virgin’
 
The old man in the story makes it clear that sexual abuse should not befall a man but it was acceptable for a woman, even his own daughter or his mistress, to be used and abused by men. The evil does not end here as the old man takes his mistress who had suffered all night from gang rape - he then kills her and cuts her up into twelve pieces! (Verse 29)
 
This is almost a repeat of an earlier story in the book of Genesis concerning Lot and his family in the city of Sodom when, according to the Bible, two angels visited the home. Lot defends his visitors; men who are really angels, from a mob of men who it is suggested want sex with them, by offering his two virgin daughters instead! If they really were angels couldn’t they defend themselves from mere mortals whatever their intentions? And would angels from God allow Lot’s bargaining ploy.
 
Genesis 19:1-9

  And there came two angels to sodom at even; and Lot sat in the gate of Sodom: and Lot seeing them rose up to meet them; and he bowed himself with his face toward the ground; And he said, Behold now, my lords, turn in, I pray you, into your servant’s house, and tarry all night, and wash your feet, and ye shall rise up early, and go on your ways. 
  And they said, Nay; but we will abide in the street all night. And he pressed upon them greatly; and they turned in unto him, and entered into his house; and he made them a feast, and did bake unleavened bread, and they did eat. But before they lay down, the men of the city, even the men of Sodom, compassed the house round, both old and young, all the people from every quarter: And they called unto Lot, and said unto him, where are the men which came in to thee this night? bring them out unto us, that we may know them.  And Lot went out at the door unto them, and shut the door after him, And said, I pray you, brethren, do not so wickedly. Behold now, I have two daughters which have not known man; let me, I pray you, bring them out unto you, and do ye to them as is good in your eyes: only unto these men do nothing; for therefore came they under the shadow of my roof.

 
Finally, Lot’s daughters were spared as the two angels (now called men) at last performed their power tricks:
 
Genesis 19:10-11

  
    But the men put forth their hand, and pulled Lot into the house to them, and shut the door.
    And they smote the men that were at the door with blindness, both small and great: so that they wearied themselves to find the door.
  

 
 
The angels then told Lot and his family to prepare to leave the city in the morning as God would destroy both Sodom and the city of Gomorrah and all the cities in the plain because of their wickedness. So God wiped out a number of cities and countless men, women, children and animals and only saved Lot and his family from his wrath.
 
In the morning the angels told Lot and his wife and family to leave and ‘not to look back at the city’ - Unfortunately Lot’s wife looked back and was immediately turned into a pillar of salt! Pow! - Dead!
 
Here it is worth mentioning that the ‘sin’ of the city of Sodom was not homosexuality as many believe. The sin was the inhospitality and laziness of the inhabitants as the Prophet Ezekiel proclaimed the words of God concerning the destruction of Sodom:
 
Ezekiel 16:48-50   

  As
  I live, saith the Lord GOD, Sodom thy sister hath not done, she nor her daughters, as thou hast done, thou and thy daughters. Behold, this was the iniquity of thy sister Sodom, pride, fulness of bread, and abundance of idleness was in her and in her daughters, neither did she strengthen the hand of the poor and needy.  

 
Josephus also commented:
The Sodomites, overweeningly proud of their numbers and the extent of their wealth, showed themselves insolent to men and impious to the Divinity, insomuch that they no more remembered the benefits that they had received from him, hated foreigners and declined all intercourse with others. Indignant at this conduct, God accordingly resolved to chastise them for their arrogance… 

 (Josephus, Antiquities I: 194-5) 
 
Here is another curious event recorded in the same chapter concerning Lot and his two daughters – this time it is incest!
 
BIBLE FAMILY VALUES - INCLUDES INCEST!
 
Lot continued on his way with his two daughters until they were a good distance from the plain where the cities had been destroyed. They were living for a while in a cave and then one night the daughters had a good idea - so the story goes: 
 
 
Genesis 19:30-37

  A
  nd Lot went up out of Zoar, and dwelt in the mountain, and his two daughters with him; for he feared to dwell in Zoar: and he dwelt in a cave, he and his two daughters. And the firstborn said unto the younger, Our father is old, and there is not a man in the earth to come in unto us after the manner of all the earth: Come, let us make our father drink wine, and we will lie with him, that we may preserve seed of our father. And they made their father drink wine that night: and the firstborn went in, and lay with her father; and he perceived not when she lay down, nor when she arose. And it came to pass on the morrow, that the firstborn said unto the younger, Behold, I lay yesternight with my father: let us make him drink wine this night also; and go thou in, and lie with him, that we may preserve seed of our father. And they made their father drink wine that night also: and the younger arose, and lay with him; and he perceived not when she lay down, nor when she arose. Thus were both the daughters of Lot with child by their father. And the firstborn bare a son, and called his name Moab: the same is the father of the Moabites unto this day.


   

 
POLYGAMY IS ACCEPTED BEHAVIOUR IN GOD’S FAMILY VALUES
 
There are ample examples of polygamy in the Bible, the leader with the most wives and lovers being the great Solomon who had at least 1,000 sexual partners:
 
1 Kings 11:1-3

  But king Solomon loved many strange women, together with the daughter of Pharaoh, women of the Moabites, Ammonites, Edomites, Zidonians, and Hittites; Of the nations concerning which the Lord said unto the children of Israel, Ye shall not go in to them, neither shall they come in unto you: for surely they will turn away your heart after their gods: Solomon clave unto these in love. And he had seven hundred wives, princesses, and three hundred concubines:

 
Jesus praised Solomon and never denounced his lifestyle, so we can assume that Jesus had no problem with polygamy!  According to Mathew and Luke here is what Jesus said about Solomon.
 
Matthew 12:42

  The queen of the south shall rise up in the judgment with this generation, and shall condemn it: for she came from the uttermost parts of the earth to hear the wisdom of Solomon; and, behold, a greater than Solomon is here.

 
Luke 11:31

  The queen of the south shall rise up in the judgment with the men of this generation, and condemn them: for she came from the utmost parts of the earth to hear the wisdom of Solomon; and, behold, a greater than Solomon is here.

 
Gideon, another of God’s heroes, also had many wives and sexual partners:
 
Judges 8:30-31
And  Gideon had threescore and ten sons of his body begotten: for he had many wives. And his concubine that was in Shechem, she also bare him a son , whose name he called Abimelech.
 
Isn’t it strange that these and other great heroes of the Bible were exempt from the laws of God?
 
At best, the Bible offers us some good advice concerning family values which are actually nothing more than good human values common in society whether religious or not. At worst, the Bible gives us examples of horrific and unjust laws made between 2,000 and 6,000 or more years ago which are totally alien to life as we know it in civilised societies in the third millennium.
 
Should we really consider the Bible as a good reference book to teach family values? The idea that if religion were removed from the world there would be a huge outbreak of lawlessness is ludicrous. The vast majority of human beings desire to live within the law and to enjoy life without harm to others. We recognise good human values naturally and do not need deviant, brutal, uncivilised advice or law given to human society several thousand years ago.
 
ADULTERY = DEATH BY STONING
 
Deuteronomy 22:

  22. If a man be found lying with a woman married to an husband, and a man find her in the city, and lie with her;

24. Then ye shall  bring them both out unto the gate of that city, and ye shall stone them with stones that they die; the damsel, because she cried not, being in the city; and the man, because he hath humbled his neighbour’s wife: so thou shalt put away evil from among you.
 
Leviticus 20:10

  And the man that committeth adultery with another man’s wife, even he that committeth adultery with his neighbour’s wife, the adulterer and the adulteress shall shurly be put to death.

 
 
DEATH BY FIRE
 
The death sentence also applies to a man who has sex with his wife together with her mother - all three to be burnt alive! A deadly threesome!
 
Leviticus 20:14  

  And if a man take a wife and her mother, it is wickedness: they shall be burnt with fire, both he and they; that there be no wickedness among you. 

 
If the daughter of a priest has sex before marriage she is to be burnt to death.
 
Leviticus 21:9  

  And the daughter of any priest, if she profane herself by playing the whore, she profaneth her father: she shall be burnt with fire. 

 
This all makes a complete mockery of verses that, as a pastor, I believed and preached regularly - it’s comforting and encouraging, but only out of context with the rest of the Bible!
 
Psalms 100:5  

  For the LORD is good; his mercy is everlasting; and his truth endureth to all generations. 

Unfortunately, there are many more Bible verses which clearly demonstrate that God cannot be described in any way as a loving, merciful and just God. Here we have briefly considered some Bible texts which relate to ‘family values’ and as you can see, there is little or no evidence that the Bible provides good examples of family values. In fact as we have discovered many times, human values far surpass almost everything written in the Bible concerning family life.
 
Good family values?   Nonsense!


GOD IS LOVE - GOD LOVES YOU



 
BIBLE NONSENSE NUMBER 4
 
Christians declare that ‘God Loves You’ or ‘Jesus loves you’ especially when they are seeking to convert an unbeliever and to make a commitment by accepting Jesus as their saviour. The Bible tells that ‘God is Love!’ (1 John 4:8/16) Love is the greatest human emotion which we all seek and it is also a wonderful tool for evangelists to use, especially to bring people ‘to Christ.’ If you have needs or feel unloved or have suffered great disappointments or tragedy in your life, you are then most likely to be in your most fragile and vulnerable condition. The thought that there is a loving God who loves and forgives you whatever you have done, or will provide help, no matter what has happened to you, is a most tempting alternative. A church filled with Christians with raised hands in praise and captivating music heightens the emotion and a positive response is almost irresistible.
Possibly the most quoted ‘love verse’ by Christians is John 3:16:
 

  For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life. 

 
Christians may claim that God’s love is available to everyone who inhabits this planet and according to the above verse God gives everyone the opportunity to experience eternal life in heaven. Or does he?
 
This however is a completely false assumption as this promise of eternal life is totally conditional:
 
1. Belief that Jesus is the son of God is an absolute requirement.
Christians will not argue with that – it is an acceptable condition and requirement. The second condition is not as simple:
 
 
2. The ability to hear or receive knowledge of this promise by God is itself conditional.
 
According to the Bible, salvation is completely dependent on whether you have been fortunate enough to actually hear about Jesus and have then believed in him as the son of God.  Again, Christians accept this without argument and quote several verses known as the ‘great commission’ to evangelise the whole world:
 

  Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptising them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost

Matthew 28:19 (also see: Mark 16:15-18 & Acts 1:8)
 
Based on the requirement of belief in Jesus as the son of God (John 3:16) God’s love has never been available to everyone as only a very small number of human beings living on the planet 2,000+ years ago would have had the opportunity to experience the life and ministry of Jesus. He reputedly preached only for between 1-3 years at most and only travelled to cities within 170 km of Jerusalem. There were at the time millions of people living on all the continents of the world including India, China, the Americas and the rest of Europe and Asia. There was no satellite television to carry the news and message to the ends of the earth as we have today. The plan failed miserably to achieve great success during or immediately following the alleged lifetime of Jesus.
 
During the two thousand or so years of Christianity, missionaries and evangelists  have carried the message of the Gospel to every part of the world and Christianity in its’ many forms and colours now claims to have 2.1 billion adherents in the world and is in fact the largest religion, with over 33% of human beings claiming to be Christians. Success? Maybe, but there have also been millions of people in every century who have not been convinced or even had the opportunity to know this plan for their salvation. IF the promise of eternal life can only be obtained by hearing and accepting the Gospel then clearly God has missed reaching - the world - the vast majority of mankind from day one. We can also question the fairness and justice of such a plan. His love or plan of salvation has always been very selective, firstly, only for the Jewish nation and then only for those who have the opportunity to hear and hopefully believe the message of the gospel.
 
If God created the world, the universe and everything therein as we are expected to believe, it is more than reasonable to expect that this same all powerful, all loving God could have communicated and demonstrated his love and his will, his power and his plan for the salvation of the whole world, in a much better and more effective way. 
 
God is presented as the great lover of humanity and if we only read or listen to preaching confined to the verses and parts of the Bible which consistently support this hypothesis we may dwell in this new-found experience called, by some, the new  birth and all is well; until we begin to learn that ‘conditions apply’ for us to receive the love of God. Depending on which church or group you may have joined, the conditions will vary but all have the subtle element of ‘fear’ attached.  Failure to conform can bring some demanding and concerning situations and decisions must be made in order to fulfil a commitment to God. This new beginning and eternal life are promised for the faithful, the ultimate gift is offered to all – but there are conditions! 
 
For many Christians, a pure life is required and ‘salvation’ apparently can be lost if the rules of the church are disobeyed. A divorce, an abortion, sex outside marriage, failure to attend mass and other misdemeanours are generally counted as sins for Roman Catholics and must be confessed to, and absolved by, a priest. For others there is a requirement to be ‘born again,’ accepting that Jesus died for the sins of humankind. Another group requires the believers to ‘speak in tongues’ by being baptized with the Holy Spirit in order to be saved. Others require Baptism in water by total immersion for adults.
 
Some Christian groups or sects require their members to be in ‘submission’ to the leadership or elders. Members are required to seek guidance and permission concerning many private or family matters. A change of job, a holiday or the purchase of a new home, the marriage of your daughter - all should all be discussed and submitted to the eldership for prayer and guidance and ultimately for them to make the decision whether or not you should proceed. Failure to do so is not an option as it could mean complete separation from the group and from God! They definitely wouldn’t agree if you wished to move 100 miles away from their church!
 
Most denominations, sects and cults require total adherence to their own particular beliefs in order to qualify for a place in heaven. All others, they tell us, are in error and therefore forfeit eternal life and all the other benefits of being a believer. This makes it very difficult to actually discover which group, denomination, sect or cult you should join. There is always the danger that you will make the wrong choice!
 
Christian apologists have suggested the idea of ‘universal salvation’ whereby the suffering and crucifixion of Jesus Christ provided redemption for all humanity and atonement for sins. Many believe that God’s grace includes the reconciliation of the entire human race to God. This all would seem to be good news for everyone, whether you are a Christian or not, you are automatically ‘saved’. The problem is that this completely contradicts the conditions for salvation according to the New Testament of the Bible.*18
 
Generally, people have a very hazy knowledge about God as portrayed in the Bible. They may go to Mass every Sunday or regularly attend a local church but they may also only have a very basic knowledge of the contents of the Bible. Many simply believe that God is the great loving and merciful heavenly father. They may never have considered that it is recorded in the Bible that God also has a dark side, and that he often showed no mercy or love to hundreds of thousands of people that inhabited the countries of the Middle East. God had told Moses and Aaron to occupy the lands that he had given them for an inheritance!  Obviously, Adolf Hitler had the same ideas as he occupied the sovereign countries of Europe. Although his occupation was brutal it did not compare to the action of God’s people. They destroyed entire nations, killing every man, woman and child without mercy! This was nothing less than total genocide as directed by the all loving almighty God!
 
If we study the New Testament1*19 and then turn to the Old Testament*20 we soon discover that God was not such a loving God - or was it a ‘different’ God that those Old Testament prophets wrote about?  That God certainly did NOT love the world – he only loved SOME of the inhabitants of the world. For the rest he hated them so much that he wanted them to be utterly destroyed whoever they were – babies, children, pregnant women,  all women and men, young or old!  Without mercy he ordered their destruction. The Bible contains a horrific record of his hate-filled vengeful acts! The story goes that on one occasion God, with the exception of a single family, wiped out the entire human race by a global flood. And more about this later.
 
Here are a few examples. If we were to simply use the Bible as evidence there would be sufficient information to charge, judge and convict God of a multitude of crimes against humanity!
 
GOD’S CHOSEN PEOPLE – THE NATION OF ISRAEL
 
In the Old Testament God clearly shows his preference for only a small part of the world’s population. His ‘chosen people’ were the Israelites – the Jewish nation. I had always considered that real love is without prejudice and is unconditional – obviously God’s definition of love, and actions, are not consistent with the Bible as quoted by the Apostle Paul in his Epistle to the Corinthians:
 
1 Corinthians 13:4-8   (For ‘charity’ read ‘Love’)
 

  Charity suffereth long, and is kind; charity envieth not; charity vaunteth not itself, is not puffed up,  Doth not behave itself unseemly, seeketh not her own, is not easily provoked, thinketh no evil;  Rejoiceth not in iniquity, but rejoiceth in the truth; Beareth all things, believeth all things, hopeth all things, endureth all things. Charity never faileth:

 
God had decided that the Israelites were his favourite human beings and the Bible records his instructions that they should destroy every other nation or ethnic group occupying the Middle East at that time. In fact God preceded Adolf Hitler’s*21 obsession with racial supremacy by several thousand years. According to the Bible, ethnic cleansing was first practised by God.
 
Deuteronomy 7:6

  For thou art an holy people unto the Lord thy God: the Lord thy God hath chosen thee to be a special people unto himself, above all people that are upon the face of the earth.


   

Deuteronomy 7:9

  Know therefore that the LORD your God is God; he is the faithful God, keeping his covenant of love to a thousand generations of those who love him and keep his commands.

 
A demonstration of this preferential and prejudicial behaviour recorded in the Bible is concerning Moses and the plagues of Egypt. In the book of Exodus it is recorded that the descendants of Abraham had moved to Egypt because of famine in their land. Obviously they were not ‘blessed above all people!’
 
After many years they had become the slaves of the Egyptian Pharaoh and they were oppressed and suffering. Finally God heard their cries and spoke to a man called Moses from the midst of a ‘burning bush’ and appointed him as the leader who would deliver the people out of Egypt. (Exodus 3:1-10)
 
God then rescues the Israelites from bondage in Egypt, so the story goes, by a series of spectacular events, the plagues of Egypt. The Egyptians had held the Israelites in bondage as virtual slaves for 70 years. God instructed Moses to tell Pharaoh to release his people or face a series of plagues. The Bible says that God hardened Pharaoh’s heart against the Israelites. In other words God had already made the  decision to carry out the terrible things he had planned for the Egyptian people, Pharaoh had no real choice but to resist Moses’ request. The plagues that followed were devastating according to the Biblical account but totally unbelievable!
 
1.      God turned all the river Nile and all the drinking water into blood killing all the fish and making the water to stink.
2.      God sent a plague of frogs to cover the entire country.
3.      God sent lice onto men and all the animals.
4.      God sent swarms of flies.
5.      God cursed all the cattle, and they all died.
6.      God sent a plague of boils upon all the Egyptian people and all the animals in the land.
7.      God sent a destructive hailstorm to cause death and great damage to humans, vegetation and animals.
8.      God sent a plague of locusts to devour all the remaining vegetation in the land of Egypt.
9.      God caused total darkness over the land for a period of three days.
10.  God passed over the land of Egypt and killed every first-born member of every Egyptian family and beast of the field. (see note 11 - Passover).
 
These events are recorded in the Bible Exodus Chapters.7 & 12
 
Finally, after all this, Pharaoh allowed the Israelites to leave Egypt. A choice he would no doubt had made after the first plague had he not, according to the Bible, already been programmed by God to refuse!  Then God said he would again harden Pharaoh’s heart so that he would pursue them out of the land. As soon as the huge entourage left Egypt led by Moses, Pharaoh decided to begin the chase with his great army in chariots. God led Moses in the direction of the Red Sea by a pillar of cloud by day and by a pillar of fire by night. At the Red Sea God told Moses to raise his staff over the waters and behold a great miracle - the sea opened up a path for the Children of Israel to cross over to the other side in safety. Hard on their heels were Pharaoh and his chariots, and then as the Children of Israel were safely on dry land and into the ‘Promised Land’ God closed up the sea and destroyed Pharaoh and his army! Finally God had delivered his chosen people from their enemy after they had suffered as slaves of the Egyptians for 70 years. Again – so goes the story.
 
There is no historical, archaeological or scientific evidence that the above events ever occurred. None of this was recorded by the Egyptians who were meticulous in keeping records of all historical events. This entire episode could have been avoided anyway by God if he had really meant that the Children of Israel were blessed above every nation. He would have dealt with the famine they were suffering, thus there would have been no need for them to move to Egypt and then for them to become slaves of the Egyptians. Remember, this is supposed to be the all knowing (omniscient), all powerful (omnipotent) God.
 
The all loving, merciful God then directs his Chosen People into a war of genocide. Not only did he tell the Israelites to invade and occupy foreign territory, but also to kill without mercy all the men women and children. Here are a few examples:
 
As the Israelites advance through the ‘promised land’ they are opposed by nations and their kings but God ‘delivered them into their hands’ so that they could utterly remove them from the face of the earth.
 
Deuteronomy.2:32-34

  Then Sihon came out against us, he and all his people, to fight at Jahaz. And the Lord our God delivered him before us; and we smote him, and his sons, and all his people. And we took all his cities at that time, and utterly destroyed the men, and the women, and the little ones, of every city, we left none to remain:

 
Deuteronomy.3:3-7

  So the Lord our God delivered into our hands Og also, the king of Bashan, and all his people: and we smote him until none was left to him remaining.
  And we took all his cities at that time, there was not a city which we took not from them, threescore cities, all the region of Argob, the kingdom of Og in Bashan. All these cities were fenced with high walls, gates, and bars; beside unwalled towns a great many. And we utterly destroyed them, as we did unto Sihon king of Heshbon, utterly destroying the men, women, and children, of every city. But all the cattle, and the spoil of the cities, we took for a prey to ourselves.

 
Deuteronomy.7:
1-2. When the Lord thy God shall bring thee into the land whither thou goest to possess it, and hath cast out many nations before thee, the Hittites, and the Girgashites, and the Amorites, and the Canaanites, and the Perizzites, and the Hivites, and the Jebusites, seven nations greater and mightier than thou; And when the Lord thy God shall deliver them before thee; thou shalt smite them, and utterly destroy them ;  

  6. For thou art an holy people unto the Lord thy God: the Lord thy God hath chosen thee to be a special people unto himself, above all people that are upon the face of the earth.

 
RAPE OF VIRGIN GIRLS & WOMEN
 
Moses decides his men should have some fun as a reward for all the killing and tells them to kill all the men and male children but keep all the virgin women and girls alive for yourselves (to rape).
 
Numbers 31:17-18

  Now therefore kill every male among the little ones, and kill every woman that hath known man by lying with him. But all the women children, that have not known a man by lying with him, keep alive for yourselves.


   

Judges 21:11-12

  And this is the thing that ye shall do,Ye shall utterly destroy every male, and every woman that hath lain by man. And they found among the inhabitants of Jabesh-gilead four hundred young virgins,that had known no man by lying with any male: and they brought them unto the camp to Shiloh, which is in the land of Canaan.


   

 
THE ISRAELITES BOASTED ABOUT AND ENJOYED THEIR MASS KILLING SPREES 
AND THEIR BUTCHERY OF WOMEN AND CHILDREN
 
 
Psalm 137:8-9

  O daughter of Babylon, who art to be destroyed; happy shall he be, that rewardeth thee as thou hast served us. Happy shall he be, that taketh and dasheth thy little ones against the stones.

 
2 Kings 15:16

  Then Menahem smote Tiphsah, and all that were therein, and the coasts thereof from Tirzah: because they opened not to him, therefore he smote it; and all the women therein that were with child he ripped up.

The above verse refers to an act of rebellion by Menahem - but the all powerful, all knowing God allowed this to happen.
 
The following verses from Isaiah chapter 13 & Hosea 13:16 - are God’s instructions for the children of Israel in their war against their enemies.
 
Isaiah 13:9   

  Behold, the day of the LORD cometh, cruel both with wrath and fierce anger, to lay the land desolate: and he shall destroy the sinners thereof out of it.

 
Isaiah 13:16   

  Their children also shall be dashed to pieces before their eyes; their houses shall be spoiled, and their wives ravished . (raped)

 
Isaiah 13:18  

  Their bows also shall dash the young men to pieces; and they shall have no pity on the fruit of the womb; their eye shall not spare children.

 
Hosea 13:16  
Samaria shall become desolate; for she hath rebelled against her God: they shall fall by the sword: their infants shall be dashed in pieces and their women with child shall be ripped up.
 
Christian apologists often excuse these and other acts of annihilation and brutality as God cleansing the land from sin and rebellion against him. However; the above verses reveal God to be the originator of genocide and mass murder and that he shows no mercy to the unborn, women, children or the elderly.  He creates division between nations, men and women, parents and children and shows preference for the Jewish nation over all others.
 
HERE IS BIBLE EVIDENCE THAT GOD PROMOTED CANNIBALISM
 
The first 13 verses of Leviticus 26 list all the good things God will do for the people of Israel. The next 30 verses in the chapter, are a list of God’s retribution and punishments he will bring upon them IF they do not obey his laws and commandments! 
This verse is included in the list:
 
Leviticus 26:27-29

  And if ye will not for all this hearken unto me, but walk contrary unto me; Then I will walk contrary unto you also in fury; and I, even I, will chastise you seven times for your sins. And ye shall eat the flesh of your sons, and the flesh of your daughters shall ye eat.

 
The Book of Jeremiah records the following instructions:
 
Jeremiah 19:2-4

  And go forth unto the valley of the son of Hinnom, which is by the entry of the east gate, and proclaim there the words that I shall tell thee, and say, Hear ye the word of the LORD, O kings of Judah, and inhabitants of Jerusalem. Thus saith the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel; Behold, I will bring evil upon this place, the which whosoever heareth, his ears shall tingle. Because they have forsaken me, and have estranged this place, and have burned incense in it unto other gods, whom neither they nor their fathers have known, nor the kings of Judah, and have filled this place with the blood of innocents;

 
Again God includes cannibalism in his list of threats against those who disobey his laws and commandments.
 
Jeremiah 19:9

  And I will cause them to eat the flesh of their sons and the flesh of their daughters, and they shall eat every one the flesh of his friend in the siege and straitness, wherewith their enemies, and they that seek their lives, shall straiten them.

 
In the Book of Isaiah, God speaks of his protection for Israel but promises death and cannibalism for those who oppose them.
 
Isaiah 49:25-26

  But thus saith the LORD, Even the captives of the mighty shall be taken away, and the prey of the terrible shall be delivered: for I will contend with him that contendeth with thee, and I will save thy children. 
  And I will feed them that oppress thee with their own flesh; and they shall be drunken with their own blood, as with sweet wine: and all flesh shall know that I the Lord am thy Saviour and thy Redeemer, the mighty One of Jacob.

 
 
MASS MURDER BY THE ANGEL OF THE LORD 
 
The Angel of the Lord, or should we call him the original grim reaper, is to be avoided at all costs. Here he is again; having killed all the first born of Egypt in one night, God sent him on another mission, this time to kill 185,000 Assyrians.
 
2 Kings 19:35

  And it came to pass that night, that the angel of the Lord went out, and smote in the camp of the Assyrians an hundred fourscore and five thousand: and when they arose early in the morning, behold, they were all dead corpses.

 
Most of this is truly ‘unbelievable’ stuff. If these scriptures, just a few of many, are examples of the ‘love of God for the whole world,’ what kind of a schizophrenic, vicious psychopathic mind does he have?  Can anyone seriously believe that God is good and full of love? His WORD gives us the damnable evidence that he is NOT!
 
Fortunately it is all nonsense - aren’t you pleased about that?
 
GOD ALSO KILLED HIS ‘CHOSEN PEOPLE!’
 
There were times when being God’s ‘Chosen People’ was not sufficient reason to be protected from this treacherous, vindictive God who may act and kill them without mercy if they sin or do not obey him completely.
 
2 Samuel 24:15

  So the Lord sent a pestilence upon Israel from the morning even to the time appointed: and there died of the people from Dan even to Beer-sheba seventy thousand men.

 
Result: 70,000 dead!
 
2 Chronicals. 13:16-17

  And the children of Israel fled before Judah: and God delivered them into their hand. And Abijah and his people slew them with a great slaughter: so there fell down slain of Israel five hundred thousand chosen men.

 
Result: 500,000 dead!
 
Ezekiel 21:3-4

  And say to the land of Israel, Thus saith the Lord; Behold, I am against thee, and will draw forth my sword out of his sheath, and will cut off from thee the righteous and the wicked. Seeing then that I will cut off from thee the righteous and the wicked, therefore shall my sword go forth out of his sheath against all flesh from the south to the north:

 
From the above scriptures it is not difficult to understand that this so called God of  love is also a God without mercy for those who he had not ‘chosen’ to be ‘his people.’ This love is conditional, judgemental and preferential.
 
JESUS CONTRADICTS GOD’S DEFINITION OF LOVE
 
Jesus’ teachings on love are a complete contradiction to the love of his so-called father God has demonstrated. Jesus still called God ‘perfect!’
 
Matthew 5:43-48

  Ye have heard that it hath been said, Thou shalt love thy neighbour, and hate thine enemy. But I say unto you, Love your enemies, bless them that curse you, do good to them that hate you, and pray for them which despitefully use you, and persecute you;That ye may be the children of your Father which is in heaven: for he maketh his sun to rise on the evil and on the good, and sendeth rain on the just and on the unjust. For if ye love them which love you, what reward have ye? do not even the publicans the same? And if ye salute your brethren only, what do ye more than others? do not even the publicans so? Be ye therefore perfect, even as your Father which is in heaven is perfect.

 
Luke 6:27-29

  But I say unto you which hear, Love your enemies, do good to them which hate you, Bless them that curse you, and pray for them which despitefully use you. And unto him that smiteth thee on the one cheek offer also the other; and him that taketh away thy cloak forbid not to take thy coat also.

 
As we examine the Bible we see that God did not at any time love his enemies! He simply had them slaughtered without mercy - even the unborn, children, the women and the elderly.
 
How can anyone seriously claim that ‘God is Love?’
 
Unfortunately, apart from the stories in the Bible, there is also a historic record of genocide, mass slaughter of the innocent, unjustified executions, torture, religious wars and persecution to be counted against God’s followers. Millions of innocent people have been tortured and executed in mad acts of religious fervour since Biblical times.
 
How many were murdered during the holy wars of the crusades? How many so called witches and devil worshippers were tortured and burnt to death? How many innocent people were slaughtered for their religious beliefs depending on who had the power at the time - Catholics or Protestants?
 
The madness continues to this moment; killing in the name of religion is a daily event. Fanatical beliefs based on teachings from the Bible, the Koran or the Talmud since their ancient beginnings have been a motivating force setting human being against human being.  Millions have been murdered or executed simply for their beliefs. How long do we have to endure such madness?  Surely, it is time for the human race to dismiss the superstitions and religious myths that have caused so much suffering since the earliest human times.
 
When we take time to study religious beliefs of all and every colour we would quickly discover a world of confusion, decadence, human suffering, torment, murder, corruption, bigotry, injustice, oppression and every evil inflicted upon humanity. The truth about these religious activities may be shrouded in ceremony, myth, idolatry, tradition, misrepresentation, fabrication, forgery and mystery presented as spiritual experiences. In fact there is no reliable factual substance for the adherent or believer. The entire spectrum of religious belief is based on faith not fact. Believers are required to believe by faith as there is no factual evidence to prove their beliefs.
 
From early childhood and to some degree according to our culture and parental experience, we are nurtured and seduced to accept the reality of God and religion of one sort or another. We are conditioned to accept everything we are told concerning this higher power. Many of us never question the information we receive, presented not as a theory, myth or fable, but as fact. It is NOT!
 
Surely it is time for us to cast off these ancient superstitions, myths, imaginations and falsehoods which have been passed down to us by earlier generations, and seek the truth. Only then can we live without any possibility of spiritual condemnation and fear. We can be free from the oppression and guilt imposed by narrow-minded, ignorant religious organisations. We can live with peace of mind every day knowing the reality of life as we experience it. 
 
Regrettably, many people are convinced that there can be little or no meaning to life without faith in God. Many believe that life here on earth is simply a training camp for a real place called Heaven. How terrible to contemplate the fact that millions of the world’s inhabitants may have accepted a life of suffering for one cause or another, simply in the hope that they would be rewarded in the so-called next life.
 
I completely refute the idea that life has no meaning without God, in fact the more serious unbiased study we give to the Bible the more convinced we become of the absurdity of this book of myths and fantasies. The pre-programmed brainwashed mind will, of course, disagree with my evaluation. Ultimately, unfortunately, many people believe what they want to believe regardless of facts or evidence which conflicts with their long-held personal beliefs and assumptions.
 
My purpose is simply to ask the reader to look and think again objectively and if possible without allowing preconceived ideas to colour your thinking. Seek to discover the truth by reason and factual evidence rather than by an emotional response or by accepting willingly as fact everything that you may have been taught by a pastor, priest or Bible teacher whoever they are. It is also evident that a high percentage of Christian ministers often have grave doubts about their own faith and their perception of God.
 
1 John 4:8   

  He that loveth not knoweth not God; for God is love. 


  


1 John 4:16    

  And we have known and believed the love that God hath to us. God is love; and he that dwelleth in love dwelleth in God, and God in him. 

 
GOD IS LOVE? - NONSENSE!
 
 


PROPHECIES CONCERNING JESUS



 BIBLE NONSENSE NUMBER 5
 
There are claimed to be up to 300 Old Testament prophecies fulfilled by Jesus!  Looking at just a few of the most important ones will give us an idea of the standard of accuracy for these ‘prophecies’ and their so called fulfilment.
 
PROPHECY OF THE VIRGIN BIRTH OF JESUS
 
The Prophecy:
Isaiah 7:14

  Therefore the Lord himself shall give you a sign; Behold, a virgin shall conceive, and bear a son, and shall call his name Immanuel.

 
The Fulfilment? 
Matthew 1:18-23

  Now the birth of Jesus Christ was on this wise: When as his mother Mary was espoused to Joseph, before they came together, she was found with child of the Holy Ghost. Then Joseph her husband, being a just man, and not willing to make her a public example, was minded to put her away privily. But while he thought on these things, behold, the angel of the Lord appeared unto him in a dream, saying, Joseph, thou son of David, fear not to take unto thee Mary thy wife: for that which is conceived in her is of the Holy Ghost. And she shall bring forth a son, and thou shalt call his name Jesus: for he shall save his people from their sins. Now all this was done, that it might be fulfilled which was spoken of the Lord by the prophet, saying, Behold, a virgin shall be with child, and shall bring forth a son, and they shall call his name Emmanuel, which being interpreted is, God with us.

 
Luke 1:26-35

   
  And in the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God unto a city of Galilee, named Nazareth, To a virgin espoused to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David; and the virgin’s name was Mary. And the angel came in unto her, and said, Hail, thou that art highly favoured, the Lord is with thee: blessed art thou among women. And when she saw him, she was troubled at his saying, and cast in her mind what manner of salutation this should be. And the angel said unto her, Fear not, Mary: for thou hast found favour with God. And, behold, thou shalt conceive in thy womb, and bring forth a son, and shalt call his name JESUS. 
  He shall be great, and shall be called the Son of the Highest: and the Lord God shall give unto him the throne of his father David: And he shall reign over the house of Jacob for ever; and of his kingdom there shall be no end. Then said Mary unto the angel, How shall this be, seeing I know not a man?And the angel answered and said unto her, The Holy Ghost shall come upon thee, and the power of the Highest shall overshadow thee: therefore also that holy thing which shall be born of thee shall be called the Son of God. 


   

Problem 1.
Matthew admits that this was all done that it might be fulfilled which was spoken of the Lord by the prophet- it sounds like a set up if it actually happened. The claimed virgin birth of Jesus story was not unique. It had been used as a qualification for deity on many occasions throughout the centuries before the time of Jesus.
 
Problem 2.
In fact, the Hebrew word in the original text of Isaiah 7.14 is alma which means young woman and had no implication of virginity. In the translation from the Hebrew text to the Greek of the New Testament the word used was parthenos which does imply virginity. The trick is in the translation thus falsifying the original meaning and the mistranslation has been perpetuated ever since, with special implications for the Catholic adoration of Mary.
 
Problem 3.
The third problem with this prophecy and fulfilment is that Isaiah said his name was to be Emmanuel, meaning ‘God with us.’ He was named Jesus, not Emmanuel and ‘Jesus’ does NOT mean God with us. Jesus was and still is in some counties of the world a popular name and not a synonym, for ‘God with us.’ The name Jesus is a short form of the name Joshua - from the Hebrew Jehoshua. It is also claimed that the name Jesus means Lord or saviour.
 
Problem 4.
In Matthew, the Angel of the Lord (un-named) appears to Joseph in a dream as he is worried how his wife is ‘with child’ as they had not had intercourse together. The angel told him that she had conceived a child by the Holy Ghost and his name shall be Jesus
In Luke, the Angel Gabriel appears to Mary and tells her she will have a child conceived by the Holy Ghost and she shall call him Jesus.
 
Problem 5. 
The Geneology of Jesus reveals a natural Father.
Obviously, there is no need to read all of this. I have entered the full text so you can see that Jesus had a natural father - Joseph. 
 
Matthew 1:1-17

  The book of the generation of Jesus Christ, the son of David, the son of Abraham. Abraham begat Isaac; and Isaac begat Jacob; and Jacob begat Judas and his brethren; And Judas begat Phares and Zara of Thamar; and Phares begat Esrom; and Esrom begat Aram; And Aram begat Aminadab; and Aminadab begat Naasson; and Naasson begat Salmon; And Salmon begat Booz of Rachab; and Booz begat Obed of Ruth; and Obed begat Jesse; And Jesse begat David the king; and David the king begat Solomon of her that had been the wife of Urias; And Solomon begat Roboam; and Roboam begat Abia; and Abia begat Asa; And Asa begat Josaphat; and Josaphat begat Joram; and Joram begat Ozias; And Ozias begat Joatham; and Joatham begat Achaz; and Achaz begat Ezekias; And Ezekias begat Manasses; and Manasses begat Amon; and Amon begat Josias; And Josias begat Jechonias and his brethren, about the time they were carried away to Babylon: And after they were brought to Babylon, Jechonias begat Salathiel; and Salathiel begat Zorobabel; And Zorobabel begat Abiud; and Abiud begat Eliakim; and Eliakim begat Azor; And Azor begat Sadoc; and Sadoc begat Achim; and Achim begat Eliud; And Eliud begat 
  Eleazar; and Eleazar begat Matthan; and Matthan begat Jacob; And Jacob begat Joseph the husband of Mary, of whom was born Jesus, who is called Christ. So all the generations from Abraham to David are fourteen generations; and from David until the carrying away into Babylon are fourteen generations; and from the carrying away into Babylon unto Christ are fourteen generations.

 
Luke 3:23-24

  And Jesus himself began to be about thirty years of age, being (as was supposed) the son of Joseph, which was the son of Heli, Which was the son of Matthat, which was the son of Levi, which was the son of Melchi, which was the son of Janna, which was the son of Joseph,

 
The above genealogies of Jesus, in Matthew and Luke, are through Joseph, a natural father. If Jesus was conceived by the Holy Ghost this genealogy is nonsense and therefore no-one could claim that he was a natural descendent of David or Abraham. Obviously, neither Matthew nor Luke actually believed that Mary had been impregnated by the Holy Ghost or they would not have written the above human genealogy of Joseph as the father of Jesus.
 
Problem 6.
Mark and John knew nothing about a virgin birth and make no mention of it in their writings. Paul believed that Jesus had a natural father and made no reference to the possibility that Mary was a virgin.
 
Romans 1:3

  Concerning his Son Jesus Christ our Lord, which was made of the seed of David according to the flesh;


    

Galatians 4:4

  But when the fulness of the time was come, God sent forth his Son, made of a woman, made under the law,

 
 Virgin Birth?  Prophecy? Nonsense!
 
 
PROPHECY OF THE BIRTH OF JESUS IN BETHLEHEM
 
 
The Prophecy
Micah 5:2

  But thou, Bethlehem Ephratah, though thou be little among the thousands of Judah, yet out of thee shall he come forth unto me that is to be ruler in Israel; whose goings forth have been from of old, from everlasting.


   

The Fulfilment?
Luke 2:1-7

  And it came to pass in those days, that there went out a decree from Caesar Augustus, that all the world should be taxed. (And this taxing was first made when Cyrenius was governor of Syria.) And all went to be taxed, every one into his own city. And Joseph also went up from Galilee, out of the city of Nazareth, into Judaea, unto the city of David, which is called Bethlehem; (because he was of the house and lineage of David:)To be taxed with Mary his espoused wife, being great with child. And so it was, that, while they were there, the days were accomplished that she should be delivered. And she brought forth her firstborn son, and wrapped him in swaddling clothes, and laid him in a manger; because there was no room for them in the inn.


   

 Problem 1.
‘Bethlehem Ephratah’ (Micah 5:2) in fact refers to a clan who are the descendants of a man called Bethlehem, the son of Caleb’s second wife Ephrathah and nothing to do with a place called Bethlehem. Bethlehem was also called the City of David (Luke 2:4) not Ephrathah.
 
 
1 Chronicles. 2:24

  And after that Hezron was dead in Caleb-Ephratah, then Abiah Hezron’s wife bare him Ashur the father of Tekoa.

 
 1 Chronicles. 2:50

  These were the sons of Caleb the son of Hur, the firstborn of Ephratah; Shobal the father of Kirjath-jearim,

 
1 Chronicles. 4:4

  And Penuel the father of Gedor and Ezer the father of Hushah. These are the sons of Hur, the firstborn of Ephratah, the father of Bethlehem.

 
In common with almost every so called prophecy the statements can easily refer to almost anyone. In the reference quoted from the book of Micah it refers to one who will be a ‘Ruler in Israel.’ Jesus did not qualify – he was never a ruler in Israel and became, according to the Roman law, a criminal who was executed.
 
Problem 2
The Gospel of Luke is the only account of this census; it is not mentioned in the other Gospels. It is also not historically correct as there is no historical evidence that a decree by Caesar Augustus was made for a census to be held at that time. There was no practice in the Roman Empire which required citizens to return to their place of birth in order for them to be taxed. The idea that Joseph or any husband would take his very pregnant wife on a journey of at least five days on the back of a donkey is extremely unlikely. The census of Quirinius referred to the enrolment of the Roman provinces of Syria and Judea for tax purposes was taken in the years 6CE and 7CE after the alleged birth of Jesus. This passage has long been considered problematic by biblical scholars, since it places the birth of Jesus around the time of the census in 6CE and 7CE, whereas the Gospel of Matthew indicates a birth during or just after the reign of Herod the Great, who died in 4BCE, nine years earlier.
 
Prophecy? Nonsense!
 
PROPHECY OF THE FAMILY ESCAPING TO EGYPT
 
The Prophecy
Hosea 11.1

  When Israel was a child, then I loved him, and called my son out of Egypt.

 
The fulfillment?
Matthew 2:14-15

  When he arose, he took the young child and his mother by night and departed into Egypt. And was there until the death of Herod: that it might be fulfilled which was spoken of the Lord by the prophet saying, out of Egypt I have called my son.

 
According to Matthew, Joseph, Mary and the baby Jesus escaped from Bethlehem by night because of Herod’s supposed order to kill all the male children under the age of two years. This is another of those admissions by Matthew that it might be fulfilled - to give credibility to the text.
 
 
Problem
This is a prime example of taking a few words completely out of context in order to create a so called ‘prophecy’ - I have included here more verses from Hosea Chapter One which clearly shows this nonsense:
 
Hosea 11:1-12   
When Israel was a child, then I loved him, and called my son out of Egypt. As   they called them, so they went from them: they sacrificed unto Baalim, and burned incense to graven images.  I taught Ephraim also to go, taking them by their arms; but they knew not that I healed them.  I drew them with cords of a man, with bands of love: and I was to them as they that take off the yoke on their jaws, and I laid meat unto them.  He shall not return into the land of Egypt, but the Assyrian shall be his king, because they refused to return.  And the sword shall abide on his cities, and shall consume his branches, and devour  them , because of their own counsels.  And my people are bent to backsliding from me: though they called them to the most High, none at all would exalt  him .  How shall I give thee up, Ephraim?  how   shall I deliver thee, Israel? how shall I make thee as Admah?  how   shall I set thee as Zeboim? mine heart is turned within me, my repentings are kindled together.  I will not execute the fierceness of mine anger, I will not return to destroy Ephraim: for I  am   God, and not man; the Holy One in the midst of thee: and I will not enter into the city.  They shall walk after the LORD: he shall roar like a lion: when he shall roar, then the children shall tremble from the west.  They shall tremble as a bird out of Egypt, and as a dove out of the land of Assyria: and I will place them in their houses, saith the LORD.  Ephraim compasseth me about with lies, and the house of Israel with deceit: but Judah yet ruleth with God, and is faithful with the saints.
 
Can anyone seriously suggest that Hosea Chapter One has any connection with Jesus or can be used as a prophecy concerning Jesus?
 
Prophecy? Nonsense!
 
 
 
 
PROPHECY OF THE MASSACRE OF THE INNOCENTS
 
The story is that when Herod the Great ruled Judea as King he was told that a child who would be ‘King of the Jews’ had been born in his province. At first he ordered a search for him.  This failed so he then gave an order for all the male children under the age of two years to be killed!
 
The Prophecy
 Jeremiah 31:15

  Thus saith the LORD; A voice was heard in Ramah, lamentation, and bitter weeping; Rahel weeping for her children refused to be comforted for her children, because they were not. 

 
The fulfillment?
Matthew 2:16-18

  Then Herod, when he saw that he was mocked of the wise men, was exceeding wroth, and sent forth, and slew all the children that were in Bethlehem, and in all the coasts thereof, from two years old and under, according to the time which he had diligently enquired of the wise men.
   
  Then was fulfilled that which was spoken by Jeremy the prophet, saying,
   
  In Rama was there a voice heard, lamentation, and weeping, and great mourning, Rachel weeping
   
  for
   
  her children, and would not be comforted, because they are not.

 
 
Problem 1
To link the verses in Jeremiah to the alleged slaughter of the children in Judea at the time of the birth of Jesus is laughable! - It appears that many of the so called prophecies were invented simply to apply to the later content and events by the writers of the New Testament. Here is an obvious one. In the account of the killing of the children by Herod and suggesting that this was prophesied by Jeremiah is absurd.
 
In Jeremiah, the verse is taken out of context of the 40 verses of this chapter - the entire chapter is supposed to be prophesy, most being completely unrelated events. Bible scholars and teachers can take their pick and attach no end of explanations and variations to the meaning of such scriptures. This is a prime example. This reference to Rachel’s weeping was because of the terrible suffering of her descendants when the Nation of Israel had been taken into captivity in 722-722 BCE.
 
Problem 2
Did the killing of the children really happen? Apart from this entry in the Gospel of Matthew, this horrific event is not recorded anywhere! The idea that Herod the Great who was firmly established as the King and had adult sons to succeed him, would fear a baby born to a carpenter and his wife from Nazareth is ludicrous.   
 
None of the Roman and Jewish historians of that time even mention this massacre. These include Josephus who recorded several other examples of his sometimes barbaric acts of punishment and noted: ’he never stopped avenging and punishing every day those who had chosen to be a party to his enemies.*22
 
It is therefore extremely unlikely that the slaughter of the innocents ever happened.
 
Prophecy? Nonsense!
 
 
 
 
PROPHECY THAT JESUS WOULD BE PRECEDED BY JOHN THE BAPTIST
 
The Prophecies?
Isaiah 40:3

  The voice of him that crieth in the wilderness, Prepare ye the way of the Lord, make straight in the desert a highway for our God.

 
Malachi 3:1

  Behold, I will send my messenger, and he shall prepare the way before me: and the Lord, whom ye seek, shall suddenly come to his temple, even the messenger of the covenant, whom ye delight in: behold, he shall come, saith the Lord of hosts.


   

If we read the following verses 2-5 and place the above first verse in context, this messenger cannot be the one who preceded Jesus
 
Malachi 3:2-5

  But who may abide the day of his coming? and who shall stand when he appeareth? for he is like a refiner’s fire, and like fullers’ sope: And he shall sit as a refiner and purifier of silver: and he shall purify the sons of Levi, and purge them as gold and silver, that they may offer unto the Lord an offering in righteousness. Then shall the offering of Judah and Jerusalem be pleasant unto the Lord, as in the days of old, and as in former years. And I will come near to you to judgment; and I will be a swift witness against the sorcerers, and against the adulterers, and against false swearers, and against those that oppress the hireling in his wages, the widow, and the fatherless, and that turn aside the stranger from his right, and fear not me, saith the Lord of hosts.

 
 
 
 
The Fulfilment? 
Matthew 3:1-2

  In those days came John the Baptist, preaching in the wilderness of Judaea, And saying, Repent ye: for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.

 
The so called prophetic verses could refer to anyone at any time but they are useful if you were writing a story of the coming of the long awaited Messiah.
 
Luke 7:
24. And when the messengers of John were departed, he began to speak unto the people concerning John, What went ye out into the wilderness for to see? A reed shaken with the wind? 
27. This is he, of whom it is written, Behold, I send my messenger before thy face, which shall prepare thy way before thee. 

   

Prophecy? Nonsense!
 
 
PROPHECY JESUS WILL SHEPHERD 
THE PEOPLE OF ISRAEL
 
The Prophecy
Ezekiel 37:24  

  And David my servant shall be king over them; and they all shall have one shepherd:they shall also walk in my judgments, and observe my statutes, and do them. 

 
The fulfillment?
Matthew 2:6  
And thou Bethlehem, in the land of Juda, art not the least among the princes of Juda: for out of thee shall come a Governor, that shall rule my people Israel.
 
This is supposed to be a prophecy about Jesus. The verse in Matthew in some translations translates the word ‘governor’ as ‘shepherd’.
 
Problem
This has to be complete nonsense as Jesus was never a governor, shepherd or ruler over Israel - at most he could symbolically be called a shepherd. He was a religious leader who was sentenced to death. The so called prophecy is clearly about King David (1040-970 BCE) who had ruled as King from 1010 BCE until his death.                
It is clear from the context of Ezekiel’s prophecy that he was expecting the former King David to be raised from the dead. The prophecy is about David not about Jesus!
 
 
Ezekiel 37:12-14  

  Therefore prophesy and say unto them, Thus saith the Lord GOD; Behold, O my people, I will open your graves, and cause you to come up out of your graves, and bring you into the land of Israel. And ye shall know that I am the LORD, when I have opened your graves, O my people, and brought you up out of your graves, And shall put my spirit in you, and ye shall live, and I shall place you in your own land: then shall ye know that I the LORD have spoken it, and performed it, saith the LORD. 

(Read the entire chapter to note the context)
 
Prophecy?  Nonsense!
 
 
 
  
PROPHECY OF JESUS ENTERING 
JERUSALEM ON A DONKEY
 
The Prophecy?
 Zechariah. 9:9

  Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion; shout, O daughter of Jerusalem: behold, thy King cometh unto thee: he is just, and having salvation; lowly, and riding upon an ass, and upon a colt the foal of an ass.

 
The Fulfilment? 
Matthew 21:1-5

  And when they drew nigh unto Jerusalem, and were come to Bethphage, unto the mount of Olives, then sent Jesus two disciples, Saying unto them, Go into the village over against you, and straightway ye shall find an ass tied, and a colt with her: loose them, and bring them unto me. And if any man say ought unto you, ye shall say, The Lord hath need of them; and straightway he will send them. All this was done, that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the prophet, saying, Tell ye the daughter of Sion, Behold, thy King cometh unto thee, meek, and sitting upon an ass, and a colt the foal of an ass.

 
These verses tell it all, again: all this was done that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the prophet in the book of Zechariah. Jesus was a student of the Jewish holy books which we now refer to as the Old Testament. He and his followers were fully aware of all the prophecies concerning the coming of the Messiah. Obviously if you wanted others to believe that you were in fact the Messiah, you would be sure to do everything to fulfil those prophecies. To find a donkey tied up in a small town at the time would not be a problem. Rather like saying today go into the town and find a Taxicab parked at the roadside.
Prophecy? Nonsense!
 
 
PROPHECY OF THE BETRAYAL OF JESUS BY JUDAS
 
The Prophecy?
Psalm 41:9

  Yea, mine own familiar friend, in whom I trusted, which did eat of my bread, hath lifted up his heel against me.

 
Psalm 55:12-14

  For it was not an enemy that reproached me; then I could have borne it: neither was it he that hated me that did magnify himself against me; then I would have hid myself from him: But it was thou, a man mine equal, my guide, and mine acquaintance. We took sweet counsel together, and walked unto the house of God in company.

 
Can this credibly be considered as prophecy concerning Jesus and his betrayal by Judas? This verse clearly states that it was a man who was his equal and was also his guide. If Jesus was the son of God was he just ‘a man’ who was an equal to Judas and who needed him to be his guide?
 
The above extracts are from the Psalms written by David and were songs, many of which concerned his own life. To use these as prophecies concerning Jesus is naïve and ridiculous, they could refer to anyone who had been a friend of David.
 
The Fulfilment?
John 13:18-21

  I speak not of you all: I know whom I have chosen: but that the scripture may be fulfilled, He that eateth bread with me hath lifted up his heel against me. Now I tell you before it come, that, when it is come to pass, ye may believe that I am he. Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that receiveth whomsoever I send receiveth me; and he that receiveth me receiveth him that sent me. When Jesus had thus said, he was troubled in spirit, and testified, and said, Verily, verily, I say unto you, that one of you shall betray me.

 
Matthew 26:47-50

  And while he yet spake, lo, Judas, one of the twelve, came, and with him a great multitude with swords and staves, from the chief priests and elders of the people. Now he that betrayed him gave them a sign, saying, Whomsoever I shall kiss, that same is he: hold him fast. And forthwith he came to Jesus, and said, Hail, master; and kissed him. And Jesus said unto him, Friend, wherefore art thou come? Then came they, and laid hands on Jesus, and took him.


   

Prophecy? Nonsense!

   

  
PROPHECY THAT JESUS WOULD BE SOLD FOR THIRTY PIECES OF SILVER
 
The Prophecy?
 
Zechariah. 11:12-13

  And I said unto them, If ye think good, give me my price; and if not, forbear. So they weighed for my price thirty pieces of silver . And the Lord said unto me, Cast it unto the potter: a goodly price that I was prised at of them. And I took the thirty pieces of silver, and cast them to the potter in the house of the Lord.

 
The Fulfilment? 
Matthew 26:14-16

  Then one of the twelve, called Judas Iscariot, went unto the chief priests, And said unto them, What will ye give me, and I will deliver him unto you?And they covenanted with him for thirty pieces of silver. And from that time he sought opportunity to betray him.  Now the first day of the feast of unleavened bread the disciples came to Jesus, saying unto him, Where wilt thou that we prepare for thee to eat the passover?


   

The so called prophecy again is taken out of context from a chapter in the book of Zechariah and concerns a dispute between him and three shepherds. It is absurd to tie the above verses together as a prophecy and it’s fulfilment by Jesus.
 
Prophecy? Nonsense!
 
PROPHECY CONCERNING THE PIERCING OF THE HANDS AND FEET OF JESUS
 
The Prophecy?
Psalm 22:16

  For dogs have compassed me: the assembly of the wicked have inclosed me: they pierced my hands and my feet.

 
Another of David’s songs, this one is a lament of his personal suffering but again used as a prophecy of the suffering of Jesus on the cross.
 
The Fulfilment? 
John 20:25

  The other disciples therefore said unto him, We have seen the Lord. But he said unto them, Except I shall see in his hands the print of the nails, and put my finger into the print of the nails, and thrust my hand into his side, I will not believe.

 
Prophecy? Nonsense!
 
 
 
PROPHECY THAT HIS BONES SHALL NOT BE BROKEN
 
The Prophecies:
Exodus 12:43-47

  And the Lord said unto Moses and Aaron, This is the ordinance of the passover: There shall no stranger eat thereof: But every man’s servant that is bought for money, when thou hast circumcised him, then shall he eat thereof. A foreigner and an hired servant shall not eat thereof. In one house shall it be eaten; thou shalt not carry forth ought of the flesh abroad out of the house; neither shall ye break a bone thereof. All the congregation of Israel shall keep it.

 
Psalm 34:18-22

  The Lord is nigh unto them that are of a broken heart; and saveth such as be of a contrite spirit. Many are the afflictions of the righteous: but the Lord delivereth him out of them all. He keepeth all his bones: not one of them is broken. Evil shall slay the wicked: and they that hate the righteous shall be desolate. The Lord redeemeth the soul of his servants: and none of them that trust in him shall be desolate.


   

The Fulfilment?
John 19:31-37

  The Jews therefore, because it was the preparation, that the bodies should not remain upon the cross on the sabbath day, (for that sabbath day was an high day,) besought Pilate that their legs might be broken, and that they might be taken away. Then came the soldiers, and brake the legs of the first, and of the other which was crucified with him. But when they came to Jesus, and saw that he was dead already, they brake not his legs: But one of the soldiers with a spear pierced his side, and forthwith came there out blood and water. And he that saw it bare record, and his record is true: and he knoweth that he saith true, that ye might believe. For these things were done, that the scripture should be fulfilled, A bone of him shall not be broken. And again another scripture saith, They shall look on him whom they pierced.

 
As you can see, there is nothing to link the claimed to be prophesies to Jesus, apart from saying that no bone shall be broken.  The verses in Exodus refer to food, meat and that the bones should not be broken. The verses from one of David’s Psalms are about the righteous in general and not a prophecy concerning a future Messiah.
 
Prophecy? Nonsense!
 
PROPHECY OF HIS SILENCE WHEN SUFFERING
 
The Prophecy:
Isaiah 53:7

  He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, yet he opened not his mouth: he is brought as a lamb to the slaughter, and as a sheep before her shearers is dumb, so he openeth not his mouth.


   

The Fulfilment? 
 
Matthew 27:12-14

  And when he was accused of the chief priests and elders, he answered nothing. Then said Pilate unto him, Hearest thou not how many things they witness against thee? And he answered him to never a word; insomuch that the governor marvelled greatly.

 
Imagine you are a guru, prophet or holy man at the time of Jesus and you wished to convince everyone that you really were someone special, let’s say, the Son of God. You have studied the scriptures over and over for many years and you work out some parts which you could use. Then it is just a matter of acting out those things and claiming that you were in fact fulfilling the prophecies from the holy books. There is plenty of suitable material even for contemporary self-appointed religious zealots to use to justify their particular interpretation of the scriptures, as we have already noted by many cult leaders in the recent past.
 
Prophecy? Nonsense!
 
Not only were the so called prophesies of Jesus nonsense but there were also:
 
FALSE CLAIMS MADE BY JESUS
 
Luke 18:31-34

  Then he took [unto him] the twelve, and said unto them, Behold, we go up to Jerusalem and all things that are written by the prophets concerning the Son of man shall be accomplished. For he shall be delivered unto the Gentiles, and shall be mocked, and spitefully entreated, and spitted on: And they shall scourge [him], and put him to death: and the third day he shall rise again. And they understood none of these things: and this saying was hid from them, neither knew the things which were spoken.

 
NO such claim/prophecy exists in Old Testament!
 
John 5:43-47

  I am come in my Father’s name, and ye receive me not: if another shall come in his own name, him ye will receive. How can ye believe, which receive honour one after another, and seek not the honour that [cometh] from God only? Do not think that I will accuse you to the Father: there is [one] that accuseth you,[even] Moses, in whom ye trust. For had ye believed Moses; ye would have believed me: for he wrote of me. But if ye believe not his writings, how shall ye believe my words?

 
Moses made no mention of Jesus anywhere in the Old Testament.
 
Matthew 2:19-23
But when Herod was dead, behold an angel of the Lord appeareth in a dream to Joseph in Egypt, Saying, Arise, and take the young child and his mother, and go into the land of Israel:    for they are dead which sought the young child’s life. And he arose, and took the young child and his mother, and came into the land of Israel. But when he heard that Archelaus did reign in Judaea in the room of his father Herod, he was afraid to go thither: not withstanding, being warned of God in a dream, he turned aside into the parts of Galilee: And he came and dwelt in a city called Nazareth: that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the prophets, He shall be called a Nazarene.
 
There is no reference to Nazareth in the Old Testament as Nazareth did not exist during the writing of the Hebrew Scriptures - The Old Testament!
 
JESUS TOLD THE HIGH PRIEST THAT HE WOULD SEE HIM COMING IN THE CLOUDS
 
Matthew 26:62-65

  And the high priest arose, and said unto him, Answerest thou nothing? What [is it which] these witness against thee? But Jesus held his peace. And the high priest answered and said unto him, I adjure thee by the living God, that thou tell us whether thou be the Christ, the Son of God. Jesus saith unto him, Thou hast said: nevertheless I say unto you, Hereafter shall ye see the Son of man sitting on the right hand of power, and coming in the clouds of heaven. Then the high priest rent his clothes, saying, He hath spoken blasphemy; what further need have we of witnesses? behold ye have heard his blasphemy.

 
Mark 14:60-63

  And the high priest stood up in the midst, and asked Jesus, saying, Answerest thou nothing? what [is it which] these witness against thee? But he held his peace, and answered nothing. Again the high priest asked him, and said unto him, Art thou the Christ, the Son of the Blessed? And Jesus said, I am: and ye shall see the Son of man sitting on the right hand of power, and coming in the clouds of heaven. Then the high priest rent his clothes, and saith, What need we any further witnesses?

 
In answering the High Priest, Jesus claimed that he, Jesus would be seen sitting on the right hand of God and coming in the clouds of heaven!
 
It never happened!
 
More Bible nonsense!
 


THE CREATION STORY



 
 BIBLE NONSENSE NUMBER 6
 
The creation story is obviously an invented story or myth or legend originated by human beings rather than a divinely inspired explanation of actual events. The Bible begins with the Book of Genesis which contains the story of the creation of the sun, moon, stars, the earth, human beings and every type of animal on the earth, under the earth or above the earth.
We are expected to seriously believe that ‘God’ did all this in a period of six days and then he rested on the seventh day! Bible scholars, pastors and teachers generally agree and believe that this all happened just 6,000*23 or so years ago. Some, when challenged, have suggested that when the Bible quotes ‘days’ - it may mean ‘years’ or hundreds or even thousands of years. This is because of a Bible verse which we have already noted in chapter one: 
2 Peter 3:8   

  But, beloved, be not ignorant of this one thing, that one day is with the Lord as a thousand years, and a thousand years as one day. 

 
This of course is nonsense and Jesus confirmed that a ‘day’ - (or daylight) is twelve hours. (John 11:9). In view of scientific and geological evidence it seems that it would be impossible for anyone to now believe that the world is only 6,000 years old. Unfortunately, there are millions of Bible believing Christians who accept Bible dating as absolute fact above any other source. I call that belief or attitude ‘Bible blindness to reality!’ They are of course, the same people who fervently believe the entire creation story and consider that evolution is a lie.
 
The enlightenment of evolution began as an explanation for the development of species by drawing logical conclusions from observable evidence. Darwin’s conclusions have not only stood the test of time but are continually being reinforced by modern scientific technology and findings that were not available in Darwin’s day. Evolution is a process proved beyond doubt. It is totally incorrect to persist in labelling it a theory in the sense of it being an idea based on unproven conjecture. This is emphatically not the meaning of ‘theory’ in its scientific application.
 
All notions of religion in its various forms were invented in the minds of primitive mankind. During the following thousands of years, thoughts on the origin and formation or creation of the earth, the universe, mankind and all life matters were expanded. As human intellect developed, thoughts began to extend beyond the needs of mere survival. Death obviously was a known, but unpleasant fact. The question was how to deal with it? The concept of death being final was not, and still is not, easy to digest. How much better it would be to think about another life ahead, after death. Thoughts of reincarnation or of a future life in another world were born. Heaven, paradise, nirvana or such, were pleasant thoughts and eagerly accepted as viable alternatives to the end of life at the point of death on earth. Once again, imaginations, dreams and fantasies would abound. Inventive stories would be told to comfort children and the elderly. 
 
So exactly what does the Bible say about the creation of the world? I will not add the entire first chapter of Genesis, but here is a summary of the content which is believed entirely by fundamentalist Christians.
 
WHAT THE BIBLE SAYS!
 
DAY 1:
God created Heaven and earth - which was without form or light. God said ‘let there be light, and there was light’ - he then divided the light which he called ‘day’ from the darkness which he called ‘night’
 
DAY 2:
He made the sky and waters under the sky and he made waters above the sky which he called heaven.
 
DAY 3:
God spoke ‘let there be’ waters under heaven in one place and lands to appear. He called the dry land ‘earth’ and the waters gathered together he called seas. God said let the earth bring forth grass and herbs yielding seed and various fruit trees.
 
DAY 4:
God spoke into being lights in the sky to divide day and night and to be signs for seasons and for days and nights and to give light on the earth. And he made the sun and moon and the stars and set them in the sky.
 
 
DAY 5:
God spoke into being the fish and all creatures of the sea in abundance and the birds in the air. He blessed them saying ‘Be fruitful, and multiply, and fill the waters in the seas, and let fowl multiply in the earth.’ 
 
DAY 6:
God spoke into being every living creature. Finally he made man and woman ‘in his own image’ and he told them that he had given him everything to sustain life, herbs, cattle, fish, fowls of the air and every living creature. He blessed them and told them to be fruitful and multiply and replenish the earth.
 
DAY 7:
God’s day off! He needed to rest from all his work! Well that’s what the Bible says!  Would God get tired?


  
There it is! - God created the sun, moon and stars and the earth which he then changed into a virtual paradise with everything anyone would ever want, so then he made human beings - male and female. The Bible says he was pleased with his work on each day of his creation.
 
This is all in Genesis Chapters one and two. In Chapter two there is an explanation about the growth of the plants and trees. As there had been no rain, there was therefore no growth and also no one to farm the land. There was, however, a strange ‘mist’ from the land which covered and watered the whole face of the earth during this time. It must have been this which prompted God to create human beings to work on the land - He needed gardeners! So he ‘formed’ man from the dust of the earth and then he breathed the breath of life into the nostrils of the man and he became a living being.
 
God then made a garden in the land he called Eden and the Bible says: He took the man and put him into the garden of Eden to dress it and to keep it. (Genesis 2:15) God had already planted every kind of tree including, as we noted in Chapter 3, the special Tree of knowledge of good and evil. The garden also had a river running through it which then divided into four rivers.
 
So far this all sounds very good, we can imagine that God was making something to keep him occupied and which would also amuse him. It all reminds me of my childhood when I had a toy farmyard set with all kinds of animals and trees and models of a farmer and his wife. Unfortunately, God’s thoughts and motives were not as innocent as mine as a child. God began to reveal his character almost immediately after he made the first human beings to inhabit the earth.
 
It all began here in the Garden of Eden when God told the man he could eat from any of the trees except that tree of the knowledge of good and evil - and gave the warning that if he did eat of that fruit he would die! Then God decided to make a mate for the man, and this is when the man is suddenly named in the Bible as Adam. The writer of Genesis obviously though it would be a good idea not only to name the man but also that it would be a good way to explain how the animals were all named if God gave Adam that task. So the story continues with God bringing all the animals to Adam for him to name! There is no mention in Genesis how long it would take to name a few million species. Possible God only created so many and the rest simply ‘evolved’ - no, that wouldn’t fit in with the creation story would it?
 
After Adam had named every living creature including bugs etc, God caused a ‘deep sleep’ to fall on Adam so that he could remove one of his ribs! God completed the surgery and closed up Adam’s flesh. Then God made a woman from the rib! Simple - then God presented the woman to Adam. Adam’s reaction was not ‘wow!’ as we might expect but in fact he made a very clinical statement by saying this is now bone of my bones, and flesh of my flesh - I question here whether Adam would even know that his body contained ‘bones’ - when he didn’t even know that he was naked, so the Bible says.
 
This drama is of course all nonsense, and is sheer imagination from ancient human minds to explain the creation of the world, the sun, moon and stars, human beings and the world as they perceived it all.
 
Adam and Eve, according to the Bible, were the only created human beings at the time and they produced two sons, Cain and Abel (Genesis 4:1-2) so there were then four human beings on earth. Now this is where it gets really interesting! How do they populate the world?  Easy, and only possible answer!  Cain and Abel have sex with their mother as she was the only women available. Presumably, Eve gives birth to at least two daughters and maybe more sons. Then there could only be further incest and sexual intercourse between brothers and sisters an so on in order to produce new generations of human beings.
  
 
The creation story as recorded in the Bible is by no means unique; almost all known civilisations had similar creation stories, most of which, pre-dated the Bible version by thousands of years. Bible believing Christians who are willing to accept the Genesis story also believe that the world is less than 10,000 years old. This is proved beyond any doubt to be to be false, in fact it is complete nonsense!
 
There are many ‘creation’ myths recorded in ancient religious beliefs including those of Egypt, China, Japan, India, Roman, Greek, Aztec and others. There are numerous Gods and deities and religious rites and traditions which existed or still exist in all parts of the world.  All have their origin in the human minds of the world’s earliest inhabitants and were passed on as stories from generation to generation.
 
International academies of science accept that, from evidence based on facts derived from observations and experiments in multiple scientific disciplines, the universe has existed for around 13 billion years and that the earth was formed about 4.5 billion years ago with life first appearing at least 2.5 billion years ago      
 
The Bible creation story which is claimed to have been written by the Prophet Moses*24 continues with the explanation how sin, suffering and death came into the world. It was all a woman’s fault! According to God that is, as he blamed her!
 
As I remarked previously, God revealed his character and his motives here at the beginning of the Bible in the Book of Genesis. God had provided everything for a perfect and everlasting life for Adam and Eve but he had also set up and set in motion a test which would have disastrous consequences for humankind.
 
The Bible has many references to ‘the love of God’ even claiming that God is Love! Perfect unconditional love, it is NOT! We are to believe that this God created the universe and everything in it. It is claimed that he is all powerful (omnipotent), he knows everything (omniscient) and he is everywhere (omnipresent) all at the same time. Here we have to question his so called intelligence as he created the perfect world and then made it possible for that to be replaced by so-called sin and sickness and death for every human being from that moment.
 
God had, for reasons only known to him, also at some time during his creation created an angel named Lucifer, the most beautiful of all the angels. But at some time this angel rebelled with a third of all the angels against God. What would an intelligent all powerful God do in this situation? What would you or I do if we were God? Simple answer just zap the whole bunch - end of rebellion - end of story! Sadly, this God has less intelligence than us - he decided to cast this Lucifer,*25 now called the devil, down to the earth where he could walk about and do all kinds of evil as he desired.
 
Now the devil had seen God’s created human beings Adam and Eve and heard the condition which God had given them in order to live forever in the paradise called Eden. He appeared in the garden, remember, as a talking snake! He then spoke to Eve and tempted her to eat the fruit from that tree of knowledge. This she did, and then shared the fruit with Adam. At that moment God was immediately on the scene and saw that they had discovered they were naked and had covered their genitals with aprons of fig leaves. He asked them how they knew they were naked and had they eaten the fruit of the tree which he had forbidden them to eat?
 
The entire episode is nonsense:
 
1. God did not need to allow the devil even to exist. As God is supposed to be omniscient, He would have foreseen what would happen and could have prevented it. He didn’t, according to the Bible.
 
2. God then reveals his nasty dark side, having offered these so called first created human beings everything; He then allowed the treacherous devil not only to exist, but to tempt Adam and Eve - two innocent beings who did not even know they were naked.
 
In Chapter Three - Family Values and the Bible - we looked the verses in Genesis which refer to God’s retribution against all involved in this event - the serpent, Eve and Adam. Women were to suffer pain in childbirth and a woman is to obey her husband and he is to rule over her. This was the sentence for all future human beings based on the innocent mistakes of Adam and Eve. Is this truly a demonstration of God’s Love for human beings or a revelation of schizophrenic and devious mind?
 
According to this Bible verse God created EVIL!
 
Isaiah 45:6-7  
 That they may know from the rising of the sun, and from the west, that there is none beside me. I am the LORD, and there is none else. I form the light, and create darkness: I make peace, and create evil: I the LORD do all these things. 
 
Fortunately, it really is all nonsense as there is no evidence, apart from the Bible, for the existence of God, angels, the devil, demons, heaven, hell or an afterlife!
 
 
KNOW GOD - NO PEACE
 
NO GOD - KNOW PEACE


NOAH’S ARK AND OTHER FANTASIES



 
 
BIBLE NONSENSE NUMBER 7
 
Now we come to some amazing and ridiculous events which, according to the Bible, actually occurred! There are many more but here are a few of the well know stories.
 
1. THE NOAH’S ARK STORY
 
This is a ‘story’ but it is not simply a story for children to play with a model boat and a collection of animals. There’s no harm in that, but in truth if this is a record of an actual event which took place a few thousand years ago, it reveals an unforgiving, merciless and evil God! Fortunately it is only a ‘story’ as there is absolutely no evidence that this actually happened. Yes, there were vastly extensive floods during the evolution of the world, and others recorded in human history. But none were of such devastating inundation as we’re expected to believe of the Bible story.
 
Genesis 6:1-3

  And it came to pass, when men began to multiply on the face of the earth, and daughters were born unto them, That the sons of God saw the daughters of men that they were fair; and they took them wives of all which they chose. And the LORD said, My spirit shall not always strive with man, for that he also is flesh: yet his days shall be an hundred and twenty years. 


   

It seems that men and women were enjoying life and were multiplying in number and for some unknown reason God was taking exception to this. He decided to restrict their life time - to one hundred and twenty years!
 
Then we’re told that something amazing had happened:
 
Genesis 6:4-6 

  There were giants in the earth in those days; and also after that, when the sons of God came in unto the daughters of men, and they bare children to them, the same became mighty men which were of old, men of renown. And GOD saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that every imagination of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually. And it repented the LORD that he had made man on the earth, and it grieved him at his heart. 


   

God decided he had made a mistake by making human beings. First of all there were giants on the earth - where did they come from? He didn’t like the idea that the people were having sex which produced children. What? God saw great wickedness, but didn’t give any details; just talked about imagination and thoughts. Finally this was enough for God and He decided he would kill everyone - men, women, children - young and the elderly - they all had to go! Well, apart from one family - lucky old Noah and his family were going to be saved!
 
God then instructs this man Noah who was, according to the Bible, already over  500 years old, to build a huge ship, an ark, large enough to take two of every creature on the earth.
 
Genesis 6:14 -17 

  Make thee an ark of gopher wood; rooms shalt thou make in the ark, and shalt pitch it within and without with pitch. And this is the fashion which thou shalt make it of: The length of the ark shall be three hundred cubits, the breadth of it fifty cubits, and the height of it thirty cubits. A window shalt thou make to the ark, and in a cubit shalt thou finish it above; and the door of the ark shalt thou set in the side thereof; with lower, second, and third stories shalt thou make it. And, behold, I, even I, do bring a flood of waters upon the earth, to destroy all flesh, wherein is the breath of life, from under heaven; and every thing that is in the earth shall die. 

 
God told Noah to take two of every living thing into the ark and take food for his family and for all the animals. 
 
Genesis 6:18-22

  But with thee will I establish my covenant; and thou shalt come into the ark, thou, and thy sons, and thy wife, and thy sons’ wives with thee. And of every living thing of all flesh, two of every sort shalt thou bring into the ark, to keep them alive with thee; they shall be male and female. Of fowls after their kind, and of cattle after their kind, of every creeping thing of the earth after his kind, two of every sort shall come unto thee, to keep them alive. And take thou unto thee of all food that is eaten, and 
  thou shalt gather it to thee; and it shall be for food for thee, and for them. Thus did Noah; according to all that God commanded him, so did he.


   

In the very next chapter there is a change of instructions concerning the numbers of animals and birds to be taken on board - depending whether they were ‘clean’ or not! Now it appears there are to be seven of all the so called ‘clean’ animals and birds and just two of each of the ‘unclean.’
 
Genesis 7:2-3 

  Of every clean beast thou shalt take to thee by sevens, the male and his female: and of beasts that are not clean by two, the male and his female. Of fowls also of the air by sevens, the male and the female; to keep seed alive upon the face of all the earth. 

 
Whether it was two of each or seven of each, plus food for them all and for Noah and his family, it would be an amazing cargo for a ship as described in the Bible, namely, 300 cubits long, 50 wide and 30 high. Chambers Dictionary defines a cubit as 46 to 56cm (18 to 22 inches), so Noah’s ark would have been about 137m (450 ft) long x 23m (75ft) wide x 14m (45ft) high - at least. This amounts to a massive ship in Noah’s time and a far greater project than a few humans could have undertaken some 6,000 years ago.  
 
Obviously, two or seven of every species of living creatures plus sufficient food and fresh water would not fit into the ark. 
 
According to:  ScienceDaily (Aug 23, 2011) 

  The estimated total number of species on Earth - the most precise calculation ever offered - with 6.5 million species found on land and 2.2 million dwelling in the ocean depths.

 
We haven’t even considered the possibility of the dinosaurs but the reason the Bible story does not include dinosaurs is because their earlier existence was totally unknown at that time as they inhabited the earth some 230 million years ago - but according to the Bible the earth is only 6,000 years old.
 
There is also no mention or provision for the plant life on the earth. A global deluge lasting for more than a year would surely destroy much, if not all of the vegetation on the planet. 
 
Before the voyage and after the construction of the ark, Noah and his family would have to spend a number of years finding two or seven - of every living thing of all flesh, - this would require a global expedition to seek, capture, feed and transport them to the ark.
 
The logistics of the entire operation would have been impossible for Noah and his family to organise and maintain for the period of time the ark would be isolated from the natural world. To provide not only safe accommodation for two or more of every species on board and extra animals as food for the human beings, but also to supply huge amounts of food and fresh water for every living being and creature on board, would have been impossible. Any fresh fruit and vegetables which had survived the rising waters would have lasted for just a few days. Noah did not have hydroponic technology available to him and the deck or roof could not be used to grow fruit or vegetables. The Bible tells us everyone was shut inside the ark, with only one window and there was no mention of any ventilation. They could not catch fish as they were completely sealed inside the ark. Dealing with the human and animal waste would have been a massive task. During the voyage, it is reasonable to assume that disease and death of many of the collected animals would have depleted the numbers and that many species would therefore have been lost forever. This was not just a 10-day cruise; the Bible story tells us that the ark was closed up for about 12 months! The deluge lasted for 40 days and nights and the water remained for 150 days and then it took another 150 days for the water to recede. 
 
According to the Bible the entire earth was covered with water. Imagine, the water was then higher than the peak of the highest mountain on the earth, Mt. Everest, which is 8.9 kilometres above sea level! Are we seriously expected to believe that the entire surface of the planet was covered with water to a depth of almost ten kilometres? So where did all the water go? 
 
Genesis 7: 5-6

  And Noah did according unto all that the Lord commanded him. And Noah was six hundred years old when the flood of waters was upon the earth. 

 
The ark rested on Mt Ararat supposedly, for 40 days and then God told Noah to go out from the ark and populate the earth once more.
Genesis 8: 13

  And it came to pass in the six hundredth and first year, in the first month, the first day of the month, the waters were dried up from off the earth: and Noah removed the covering of the ark, and looked, and, behold, the face of the ground was dry. 

 
No archaeological evidence has ever been found to support this obviously imagined story. Contemporary Christian writers separated by about 6,000 years from this Biblical event have attempted to continue the myth with several books claiming that parts of the original ark have been discovered under the ice on Mount Ararat. So far no factual, archaeological or scientific evidence has ever been produced to validate their assertions. 
 
How can we accept this amazing event as anything more than fantasy and the imagination of primitive minds?  If we are to believe the story we must also accept that our heavenly Father again unleashed his killer instinct and destroyed the entire human race and animal kingdom on earth at that time except Noah, his family and two or seven of each species of the land and air. Noah and his family were apparently the only people on earth according to God who were without sin. 
 
The entire story is nonsense!
 
 
2. THE RAINBOW STORY
 
Following the end of this flood God gives Noah a sign that there would never again be another flooding of the entire earth.
 
Genesis 9:12-15

  And God said, This is the token of the covenant which I make between me and you and every living creature that is with you, for perpetual generations:  I do set my bow in the cloud, and it shall be for a token of a covenant between me and the earth. And it shall come to pass, when I bring a cloud over the earth, that the bow shall be seen in the cloud: And I will remember my covenant, which is between me and you and every living creature of all flesh; and the waters shall no more become a flood to destroy all flesh. 

 
God placed a rainbow in the sky!  Wow! – This was the sign God gave to Noah that he would not destroy life on the planet by a flood ever again. But, as Chambers Dictionary*26 explains, rainbows appear only in mist or rain. So it also means that before God’s special rainbow signal to Noah, rain had never before fallen on earth. Clearly that was impossible. So this biblical story of the origin of the rainbow is obviously another example of human imagination.
More Bible nonsense!
 
THE RAINBOW IS NOT A MIRACLE 
BUT SIMPLY A NATURAL EVENT!
 
While we are considering the rainbow story, there is another amazing celestial event recorded in the Bible which could never have happened:
 
3. THE SUN AND THE MOON STOOD STILL
 
The Prophet Joshua ordered the sun and the moon to stand still for a whole day!
 
Joshua 10:12-14 

  Then spake Joshua to the LORD in the day when the LORD delivered up the Amorites before the children of Israel, and he said in the sight of Israel, Sun, stand thou still upon Gibeon; and thou, Moon, in the valley of Ajalon. And the sun stood still, and the moon stayed, until the people had avenged themselves upon their enemies. Is not this written in the book of Jasher? So the sun stood still in the midst of heaven, and hasted not to go down about a whole day. And there was no day like that before it or after it that the LORD hearkened unto the voice of a man: for the LORD fought for Israel. 


   

Here is yet another incredible story presented in the Bible and believed to be actual fact by gullible believers of every denominational persuasion.
 
 
 
4. THE STORY OF THE TOWER OF BABEL
 
Another chapter in the book of Genesis tells the story of the Tower of Babel. The people on the earth at this time, according to the Bible, were the descendants of Noah and they all spoke one language. I, as have many others, often thought how much better it would be for everyone if we all spoke the same language. No doubt there would still be differences of opinion and problems between the various nations and ethnic groups but at least communication would be so much better. Many misunderstandings would be eliminated and peace would be more prevalent among the peoples of the earth. Most intelligent people would agree but then what does God say?
The Bible story continues:
 
Genesis 11:1-9 

  And the whole earth was of one language, and of one speech. And it came to pass, as they journeyed from the east, that they found a plain in the land of Shinar; and they dwelt there. And they said one to another, Go to, let us make brick, and burn them thoroughly. And they had brick for stone, and slime had they for morter. And they said, Go to, let us build us a city and a tower, whose top may reach unto heaven; and let us make us a name, lest we be scattered abroad upon the face of the whole earth. 
  And the LORD came down to see the city and the tower, which the children of men builded. And the LORD said, Behold, the people is one, and they have all one language; and this they begin to do: and now nothing will be restrained from them, which they have imagined to do. Go to, let us go down, and there confound their language, that they may not understand one another’s speech. So the LORD scattered them abroad from thence upon the face of all the earth: and they left off to build the city. Therefore is the name of it called Babel; because the LORD did there confound the language of all the earth: and from thence did the LORD scatter them abroad upon the face of all the earth. 

 
This story also reveals more unintelligent traits of the heavenly Father, he is not only a jealous God, he also feels threatened by his children. Did he seriously believe that the people were about to build a tower that would reach heaven, wherever that may be?   He was obviously greatly concerned about their efforts, enough to react in such an extraordinary way! Of course this is just another nonsense story of human origin as a feeble explanation of why there are so many languages in the world. 
 
Now it gets really silly!
 
5. JONAH AND THE ‘WHALE’ EXPERIENCE
 
God spoke to the Prophet Jonah and told him to go and speak against the wickedness in the city of Ninevah. But Jonah didn’t think this was a good idea so he went to Joppa and found a ship which was going to Tarshish, he paid his fare and went aboard and they set sail. God of course saw this attempt by Jonah to avoid his instructions. When the ship was well out at sea, God sent a great wind to frighten the sailors. Jonah was asleep inside the ship and was not concerned until the captain woke him up to pray to his God to save them. The crew decided to discover who was causing the problem which made God bring the storm upon them. 
 
Jonah 1:7   
 And they said every one to his fellow, Come, and let us cast lots, that we may know for whose cause this evil is upon us. So they cast lots, and the lot fell upon Jonah. 
 
When he told them that he was a Hebrew who served God and that he had tried to hide from God, they became even more afraid for their lives. Jonah told them to throw him into the sea. 
 
Jonah 1:14-15  

  Wherefore they cried unto the LORD, and said, We beseech thee, O LORD, we beseech thee, let us not perish for this man’s life, and lay not upon us innocent blood: for thou, O LORD, hast done as it pleased thee. So they took up Jonah, and cast him forth into the sea: and the sea ceased from her raging. 

 
As the story goes, Jonah is not in the water for very long before something amazing happens:
 
Jonah 1:17   

  Now the LORD had prepared a great fish to swallow up Jonah. And Jonah was in the belly of the fish three days and three nights. 

 
Jonah now found himself in the belly of a great fish, commonly but erroneously held to be a whale, where for those three days and three nights he not only survived but prayed and God heard him and:
 
Jonah 2:10   

  And the LORD spake unto the fish, and it vomited out Jonah upon the dry land. 

 
Well I guess if we can believe that a human being can live and pray inside the belly of a whale and survive for seventy two hours, we can believe anything! 
 
Nonsense of course - more imagination of  human origin!
 
 
 
 
 


THE POWER OF PRAYER



 
BIBLE NONSENSE NUMBER 8
 
The question is - does prayer work or is it just a waste of time?
For us to even consider that prayer is an effective way to solve problems and empower us with wisdom or a supernatural experience, we would need to believe that God actually exists. We should also need to know that He is interested in hearing each and everyone whenever we spend time praying to him.
 
By reason alone, even if such a supernatural being exists, it would be most unlikely that he could listen individually to at least three billion people who claim to believe in him. (Christians, Jews and Muslims)
 
Prayer is an essential part of a committed Christian’s life and for most it is an everyday commitment. Many will start their day in prayer whether this is for a few minutes or a prolonged time according to their needs and for others. Times of prayer will usually be included in their routine throughout the day and before sleep. They may also be part of a prayer group at the church they attend several times each week. For ‘nominal Christians’ prayer may only mean saying grace at meal times and at bedtime saying The Lord’s Prayer. Whatever the level of faith, it is expected that believers should pray often; in fact the Bible teaches many times on prayer and here are a few examples:
 
From Jesus:
Matthew 6:5-8

  And when you pray
  , do not be like the hypocrites, for they love to pray standing in the synagogues and on the street corners to be seen by men. I tell you the truth, they have received their reward in full. But when you pray, go into your room, close the door and pray to your Father, who is unseen. Then your Father, who sees what is done in secret, will reward you. And when you pray, do not keep on babbling like pagans, for they think they will be heard because of their many words. Do not be like them, for your Father knows what you need before you ask him



 
From the Apostle John
1 John 5:14-15

  This is the confidence we have in approaching God: that if we ask anything according to his will, he hears us. And if we know that he hears us - whatever we ask - we know that we have what we asked of him

 
From the Apostle Paul
Philippians 4:6-7

  Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God . And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ

1 Thessalonians 5:16-18

  Be joyful always; pray continually;give thanks in all circumstances, for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus


   

Some may consider that their prayers are almost always answered. Many are often eager to tell others how wonderful God has been to them as he answered their prayer, whether this was for a specific serious need or a trivial request. It is always a self satisfying experience to be able to exhibit spiritual superiority within any group of believers. Some, I have known claimed to have had their prayers answered almost on a daily basis, whilst others struggle in their endeavours to make that special personal contact with God.
 
Is prayer a genuine experience whereby a believer can enter into a conversation with God, as some claim?  At best for the believer it appears to be a hit or miss occurrence rather than a learned skill. Then of course, the question will always be - was the prayer answered by divine intervention or would it have happened in the course of natural events? I heard so many times from people claiming that God had answered their prayers, but they were referring to trivial problems, such as lost car keys or a parking space. Finding your car keys does not require divine intervention - they are usually found by a mental recollection and a parking space will be available, not through an act of God but rather because someone has just vacated a space - only patience is required.  
 
Is prayer an effective means of communication between human beings and an alleged God or is it nonsense? I believe the realistic answer to that question has to be based on whether prayer is effective in a general or universal sense. This is prayer which is unhindered by personal hopes, claims or imaginations of individual people who have been programmed to believe that God is real and that He answers their prayers.
 
By this I mean prayers which have been made usually by many people in groups, churches or individually to effect a change in a major event which is beyond their personal control. Here I will suggest a few examples:
 
World War Two and the Holocaust.
 
At an early age I experienced the reality of war. I was just 3 years old when World War Two began and for the next five years our lives were deeply affected by the war. We lived in England close to a large naval dockyard and several military bases; it was a target area for the enemy, just 30 miles south of London. I remember the sound and smell of gunfire and falling bombs. I remember the ground shaking as a bomb hit nearby. I remember the searchlights and the air battles being fought overhead. I remember the rationing and shortage of almost everything. I remember being carried into the air raid shelter night after night as soon as the air raid warning sounded. For periods of several months, this would happen almost every night and in the morning we would emerge from the shelter wondering whether our home had again escaped damage. On several occasions a house nearby had been destroyed. I knew that members of my family were praying for safety and for the end of the terrible war. The churches were full, people everywhere where praying for victory and for the end of hostilities.  Every day and every night, countless thousands of human lives would end or be ruined for life. Millions died, millions suffered yet most were praying and believing in a loving God to help in the time of trouble. At the same time millions of God’s ‘chosen people’ the Jews were systematically being annihilated as they cried out to God to save them!
 
I am equally certain that millions of German and Japanese people were also praying for peace and for safety for their loved ones. Men, women and children of every nation caught up in the war, were praying. Obviously, God either did not hear their prayers or if he did he decided to let events take their course. Some may claim that they prayed for safety for a loved one and that he or she returned from the war without a scratch. Were their prayers answered? If we say yes, then we must assume that God is extremely selective in his mercy. Clearly, many were saved from death and permanent injury but was that the result of prayer or simply chance? The evidence undoubtedly has to be heavily on the side of chance rather than some form of divine intervention.
 
Steven Pinker is an eminent Canadian-born Harvard College Professor, experimental psychologist, cognitive scientist and author. In his book The Better Angels of Our Nature Published in 2011, gives the WW2 death toll as 55 million and estimating that civilians account for about half of the deaths in war.
 
An estimated total of up to 55 million lost their lives despite the prayers of those who died and the prayers of many more of the number who were killed.
 
Result - Horrendous prayer failure!
 
It does not only take a war to motivate people to pray.
 
In Australia for almost ten years there was virtually a total drought affecting huge areas of farmland in three states. During all these years Christians prayed for the rain to fall. Year after year they prayed but still no rain fell. Many lives were ruined, huge numbers of cattle and sheep were slaughtered for want of grazing. Farmers were made bankrupt and some committed suicide. Still the Christians prayed.
 
Finally, in December 2010 and January 2011 the rains arrived and covered the land and swelled the rivers. The deluge affected an estimated 200,000 people who had to evacuate their flooded homes or had completely lost their homes. At least 35 people lost their lives and the damage was estimated to be in the billions of dollars.
 
Obviously all those prayers by multitudes of people over a period of almost ten years were unanswered! No one could possible claim that God had acted or answered those prayers.
 
Result - Major prayer failure!  
 
In Eastern Europe and the Middle East during the past 20 to 30 years, wars and ethnic or tribal disputes involving killings on a large scale have been almost continuous. Hundreds of thousands have been killed including women and children and the elderly. Even more have lost their homes and meagre possessions. Almost all of the inhabitants of these countries believe in God and much of the violence is in fact caused by their differences in beliefs. Can we imagine that those families were not all praying to their God? The killing and cost in human terms and life deprivation continues to this day!
 
Result - Major prayer failure!
 
In Africa many countries have become virtual ‘basket cases’ as their populations endeavour to survive in the midst of countless tribal and territorial and religion-based wars. Many hundreds of thousands have died of famine and starvation and the scourge of AIDS and other terminal illnesses. Again, most of these people are devout believers as Christians or Muslims - all would be praying for peace and help and thousands continue to die.
 
Result - Major prayer failure!
 
My conclusion: Prayer is a waste of time! - There is no God to answer prayers, however desperate the need. If there is such a divinity, why did he completely disregard all those millions, maybe billions of prayers by believers who were crying out for his help in times of great need?
 
Prayer is more Bible nonsense!
 
Jesus taught on prayer and made these incredible statements:
 
Matthew 21:21-22

  Jesus answered and said unto them, Verily I say unto you, If ye have faith, and doubt not, ye shall not only do this which is done to the fig tree, but also if ye shall say unto this mountain, Be thou removed, and be thou cast into the sea; it shall be done. And all things, whatsoever ye shall ask in prayer, believing, ye shall receive.

 
Matthew 18:19-20

  Again I say unto you, That if two of you shall agree on earth as touching any thing that they shall ask, it shall be done for them of my Father which is in heaven. For where two or three are gathered together in my name, there am I in the midst of them.


   

Mark 11:24

  Therefore I say unto you, What things soever ye desire, when ye pray, believe that ye receive them, and ye shall have them


   

John 14:13-14

  And whatsoever ye shall ask in my name, that will I do, that my Father may be glorified in the Son. If ye shall ask any thing in my name,  I will do it.


   

 Really? - Amazing nonsense!
 
Prayer does not work! - Just a waste of time.
 
 


CONTRADICTIONS IN THE BIBLE






BIBLE NONSENSE NUMBER 9
 
The Bible was written by as many as 40 different people during a period of 1500 years or so. Human authors wrote down what they had been told by other human beings, most of whom were not actual witnesses to the events, but were simply passing on stories which had been passed down from previous generations. Here we should expect that there would be innumerable variations of the original story which must reduce the accuracy and validity of everything which finally was recorded by those 40 or so authors. The oldest book of the Bible is generally believed to be the Book of Job, written circa 1446-1406 BCE. The Book of James in the New Testament was written circa 45CE. These texts were written in three different languages, Hebrew, Aramaic and Koine Greek during the entire period of the compilation of the works, which were later collated into the form of the complete Bible.  Christians, however claim that the Bible is The Word of God - and is not of human origin. It is explained that the Bible was inspired by God and is therefore infallible! 
 
It is interesting to note that Protestants and Roman Catholics have different versions of the Bible. The Protestant Bible leaves out 12 books*27 the Catholic Bible includes. The reason being that Protestant faiths considered them to be ‘apocryphal’ or of doubtful authenticity and contain beliefs which are contrary to biblical doctrines such as the existence of Purgatory,*28 the value of good works, the justification of certain types of penance, salvation by almsgiving, the justification of suicide, lying, assassinations, magical incantations and the doctrine of prayer for the dead.  
 
Now, returning to the King James Bible:
 
2 Timothy 3:16-17

  All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness: That the man of God may be perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all good works. 


    

If this were true then we should expect that there would be no variations in the stories and certainly no contradictions in either of the texts of the Old or New Testaments of the Bible or between the two. Some Christians will say that we cannot completely equate the Old Testament with the New as they were very different times and that the New Testament reveals God in the light of the teachings and life of Jesus.
 
This is a reason that most Christians do not want to hear about or discuss the ‘schizophrenic monster God’ as revealed in many parts of the Old Testament as we have already exposed in previous chapters of this book. They prefer to maintain the thought that God is Love.
 
Unfortunately, the Bible tells us that the God of the Old Testament is exactly the same God as revealed in the New Testament - he did not and does not change!
 
Malachi 3:5-6
 And I will come near to you to judgment; and I will be a swift witness against the sorcerers, and against the adulterers, and against false swearers, and against those that oppress the hireling in his wages, the widow, and the fatherless, and that turn aside the stranger from his right, and fear not me, saith the LORD of hosts. For I am the LORD, I change not; therefore ye sons of Jacob are not consumed. 

   

Hebrews 13:8

  Jesus Christ the same yesterday, and to day, and for ever. 

 
James 1:17

  Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, and cometh down from the Father of lights, with whom is no variableness, neither shadow of turning. 

 
So, if every scripture was inspired by God and if God does NOT change, it should be impossible for there to be any variations or inconsistencies and definitely no contradictions in those heavenly inspired scriptures - the Bible.
 
As we have already read in previous chapters, there are many variations in the stories as recorded by different authors concerning the same event. If we were to study the entire Bible we should discover hundreds more.
 
 
CONTRADICTIONS AND/OR VARIATIONS 
IN THE BIBLE - HERE ARE FEW
 
THE AGE OF AHAZIAH WHEN HE BECAME KING
 
The age of Ahaziah when he began to reign has two versions - so was he 22 or 42?
 
2 Kings 8:26

  Two and twenty years old was Ahaziah when he began to reign; and he reigned one year in Jerusalem. And his mother’s name was Athaliah, the daughter of Omri king of Israel. 

 
Twenty Two! 
 
2 Chronicles 22:2 

  Forty and two years old was Ahaziah when he began to reign , and he reigned one year in Jerusalem. His mother’s name also was Athaliah the daughter of Omri. 

 
Forty Two!
 
WAS JESUS THE ONLY ONE 
WHO ASCENDED INTO HEAVEN?
 
 YES 
 John 3:13

  And no man hath ascended up to heaven, but he that came down from heaven, even the Son of man which is in heaven.


 The author of the Gospel of John forgot or didn’t know about Elijah - was that information  inspired by God or had God forgotten as well? 
 
NO
2 Kings 2:11

  And it came to pass, as they still went on, and talked, that, behold,there appeared a chariot of fire, and horses of fire, and parted them both asunder; and Elijah went up by a whirlwind into heaven. 

 
DID MICHAL HAVE ANY CHILDREN?
 
NO
2 Samuel 6:23
Therefore Michal the daughter of Saul had no child unto the day of her death. 
 
 
YES - FIVE!
2 Samuel 21:8

  But the king took the two sons of Rizpah the daughter of Aiah, whom she bare unto Saul, Armoni and Mephibosheth; and the five sons of Michal the daughter of Saul, whom she brought up for Adriel the son of Barzillai the Meholathite: 

 
DID GOD EVER TEMPT ANYONE?
 
He certainly tempted Adam and Eve but James thought God never tempted anyone. Had God forgotten to tell him about Abraham? 
 
NO
James 1:13 

  Let no man say when he is tempted, I a
  
    m
     
  
  tempted of God:
  
    for God cannot be tempted with
    evil
  
  , neither tempteth he any man: 


   

YES
Genesis 22:1  

  And it came to pass after these things,that God did tempt Abraham, and said unto him, Abraham: and he said, Behold, here I am. 

  
GOD OF PEACE OR MAN OF WAR? 
 
PEACE
Romans 15:33
Now the God of peace be with you all. Amen.  
 
WAR
Exodus 15:3 

  The LORD is a man of war: the LORD is his name. 

 
 
JESUS CONTRADICTED HIS OWN WORDS 
 
You may remember the following scriptures were included in Chapter Four, God is Love - as we noted that Jesus contradicted God’s methods of treating his enemies. Here Jesus clearly contradicts himself! 
Matthew 5:43-44
Ye have heard that it hath been said, Thou shalt love thy neighbour, and hate thine enemy. But I say unto you, Love your enemies, bless them that curse you, do good to them that hate you, and pray for them which despitefully use you, and persecute you;  
Luke 6:27-29

  But I say unto you which hear, Love your enemies, do good to them which hate you, Bless them that curse you, and pray for them which despitefully use you. And unto him that smiteth thee on the one cheek offer also the other; and him that taketh away thy cloak forbid not to take thy coat also.

So Jesus said - Love your enemies

Here in a later Chapter of Luke - Jesus completely contradicts those earlier instructions and principles - now he wants his enemies killed!
 
Luke 19:27

  But those mine enemies, which would not that I should reign over them, bring hither, and slay them before me

 
In the Gospel of Matthew, Jesus warns against calling someone a fool: 
 
Matthew 5:22

  But I say unto you, That whosoever is angry with his brother without a cause shall be in danger of the judgment: and whosoever shall say to his brother, Raca, shall be in danger of the council: but whosoever shall say, Thou fool, shall be in danger of hell fire. 

 
Then in a later Chapter in the book of Matthew, Jesus contradicts himself!
 
Matthew 23:17 

  Ye fools and blind: for whether is greater, the gold, or the temple that sanctifieth the gold?

 
   
HAS ANYONE EVER SEEN THE FACE OF GOD?
 
NO 
John 1:18 

  No man hath seen God at any time; the only begotten Son, which is in the bosom of the Father, he hath declared him.

 
Exodus 33:20

  And he said, Thou canst not see my face:

  
YES - Many!
Genesis 32:30

  And Jacob called the name of the place Peniel: for I have seen God face to face, and my life is preserved.

 
Exodus 33:11 

  And the LORD spake unto Moses face to face, as a man speaketh unto his friend. 

 
Isaiah 6:1

  In the year that King Uzziah died I saw also the Lord sitting upon a throne, high and lifted up, and his train filled the temple.


   

Here it is reported that 74 people saw God!
 
Exodus 24:9-10

  Then went up Moses, and Aaron, Nadab, and Abihu, and seventy of the elders of Israel: And they saw the God of Israel: and there was under his feet as it were a paved work of sapphire stone, and as it were the body of heaven in his clearness.

 
 

IS THERE ANYONE 
WHO IS GOOD OR RIGHTEOUS?
 
 
NO - NOT ONE! 
Psalms 14:3
They are all gone aside, they are all together become filthy: there is none that doeth good, no, not one. 
 
Romans 3:10
 As it is written, There is none righteous, no, not one: 
 
Mistake again! 
 
 
YES - there were several.
Job 1:1

  There was a man in the land of Uz, whose name was Job; and that man was perfect and upright, and one that feared God, and eschewed evil. 

 
Luke 1:5-6

  There was in the days of Herod, the king of Judaea, a certain priest named Zacharias, of the course of Abia: and his wife was of the daughters of Aaron, and her name was Elisabeth. And they were both righteous before God, walking in all the commandments and ordinances of the Lord blameless.

 
Now the big question: 
 
WAS JESUS GOD AND EQUAL WITH GOD? 
 
MAYBE?
 
The author of the book of John was not certain and Luke didn’t think so. 
 
John 10:30

  I and my Father are one.


   

John 14:9
Jesus saith unto him, Have I been so long time with you, and yet hast thou not known me, Philip? he that hath seen me hath seen the Father; and how sayest thou then, Shew us the Father? 
 
NO
John 14:28

  Ye have heard how I said unto you, I go away, and come again unto you. If ye loved me, ye would rejoice, because I said, I go unto the Father: for my Father is greater than I. 

 
Luke 18:19

  And Jesus said unto him, Why callest thou me good? none is good, save one, that is, God

 
Remember - 2 Timothy 3:16-17
 
All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness: That the man of God may be perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all good works.
 
IF that scripture is true then there should not be any errors or contradictions in the Bible.
 
There are many, many more contradictions in the Bible - the Skeptics Annotated Bible website lists 462 contradictions and another site lists 1,001 Bible contradictions!
 
Should we seriously believe that the Bible is a reliable and accurate source of information about the existence of God? or the birth, life, death and resurrection of Jesus?  
Truth or nonsense? - It has to be nonsense!


GOD HEALS THE SICK



 
 
 BIBLE NONSENSE NUMBER 10
 
When I was the pastor of a fundamentalist, Pentecostal, evangelical church I believed in divine healing. Since I had been born again, I was taught in similar churches and in Bible school that God heals the sick as there is healing in the Name of Jesus!
 
There are many Bible verses which give credibility to these beliefs - most are from the life of Jesus and his teaching concerning healing by prayer and ‘the laying on of hands.’ We all believed those verses and spent much time teaching and acting on those instructions, we prayed for the sick at almost every service and held special ‘healing’ services during each week.
 
There are also verses in the Old Testament of promises by God to heal the sick - here are three examples:
 
Exodus 15:26  

  And said, If thou wilt diligently hearken to the voice of the LORD thy God, and wilt do that which is right in his sight, and wilt give ear to his commandments, and keep all his statutes, I will put none of these diseases upon thee, which I have brought upon the Egyptians: for I am the LORD that healeth thee. 

 
Psalms 103:2-3  

  Bless the LORD, O my soul, and forget not all his benefits: Who forgiveth all thine iniquities; who healeth all thy diseases; 

 
Jeremiah 30:17  

  For I will restore health unto thee, and I will heal thee of thy wounds, saith the LORD; because they called thee an Outcast, saying, This is Zion, whom no man seeketh after. 

 
So according to the Bible God heals the sick. This means that we can pray to him according to his ‘word’ and we should receive healing.
 
Healing was a major part of the ministry of Jesus during those three years prior to his execution, or so it is claimed in the Bible.
 
Matthew 8:16-17 

  When the even was come, they brought unto him many that were possessed with devils: and he cast out the spirits with his word, and healed all that were sick: That it might be fulfilled which was spoken by Esaias the prophet, saying, Himself took our infirmities, and bare our sicknesses. 

 
This was another of those so called prophecies, and again notice the line: That it might be fulfilled which was spoken by Esaias the prophet.
(Note: Esaias was the Greek form of Isaiah)
 
The New Testament has many verses which are claimed to reveal the healing of the sick by Jesus as he travelled and preached. Here are just two examples:
 
Matthew 9:35  

  And Jesus went about all the cities and villages, teaching in their synagogues, and preaching the gospel of the kingdom, and healing every sickness and every disease among the people. 


  


 
Matthew 15:30-31  

  And great multitudes came unto him, having with them those that were lame, blind, dumb, maimed, and many others, and cast them down at Jesus’ feet; and he healed them: Insomuch that the multitude wondered, when they saw the dumb to speak, the maimed to be whole, the lame to walk, and the blind to see: and they glorified the God of Israel. 

 
So it is reported that Jesus not only preached but he also healed the sick including the blind, dumb and those with every sickness and disease. Having demonstrated his healing powers, he then instructed his disciples to do the same in his name. In fact he told them to do things which he had not done, so we are told in Mark’s Gospel:
 
Mark 16:17-18  

  And these signs shall follow them that believe; In my name shall they cast out devils; they shall speak with new tongues; They shall take up serpents; and if they drink any deadly thing, it shall not hurt them; they shall lay hands on the sick, and they shall recover. 


  


 
The additions for the disciples were: To speak in other tongues (languages)*29 and they could also take hold of snakes and even drink ‘deadly things’ and they would be immune from the poisons. Jesus had not, according to the Bible, included any of these additions during his own ministry.

  


 
Luke 9:1-2  

  Then he called his twelve disciples together, and gave them power and authority over all devils, and to cure disease. And he sent them to preach the kingdom of God, and to heal the sick. 

 
Jesus commissioned his disciples to go into all the (known) world and to preach and to heal the sick. Healing then was a major part of the ministry of Jesus and of his disciples. When Jesus was no longer on earth his disciples continued as Jesus had instructed and here the Apostle James gave further teaching on the subject of the healing ministry.
 
James 5:13-14  

  Is any among you afflicted? let him pray. Is any merry? let him sing psalms. Is any sick among you? let him call for the elders of the church; and let them pray over him, anointing him with oil in the name of the Lord: 

 
These verses by James are used today in Pentecostal and other churches which believe in divine healing. The elders of the church are to anoint the sick one with oils and then they are to pray over him or her.
 
This was the method we adopted in our church when we prayed for the sick, usually also by the laying on of hands - to the head or shoulders of the one we were praying for as the Apostle Mark had directed (see above)
 
So are the people healed in these services?
 
I can only say that many people certainly claimed to have been healed, especially when it was only a matter of minor problems such as muscular pains or headaches. There were others with more serious conditions who also believed that God was in the process of healing them after they had been prayed for.  
 
The most tragic of all unanswered prayers were for the chronically sick and terminally ill. I saw many who were prayed for who claimed that they had been healed but a few days or weeks later they were back in the prayer line asking again for prayer. This could happen again and again over a period of time and then eventually they may have recovered or they died. This is all particularly distressing when the one asking for prayer is young yet terminally ill. It would require a miracle to bring healing but despite much prayer and fasting by possibly hundreds of faithful believers, no lasting improvement was experienced and death prematurely claimed another victim. 
 
 
At the time I believed that God was working with us, especially when we saw what we considered to be results. Now some 22+ years later, I believe emotional and ‘spiritual’ support was experienced by those who claimed to be healed. I cannot say that there was any evidence that there was divine intervention in the normal course of nature that affected the health of anyone. I also attended many huge conventions in USA, Australia and New Zealand where prayers and ministry for healing were made for hundreds of people by well known international evangelists.
 
There are many evangelist ministries which major on healing; many have a following of hundreds of thousands, especially those with global television programmes. Their meetings or crusades are usually held in the largest auditorium in town, seating upwards of 20,000 or more. They have a huge team of voluntary assistants available to pass out the collection buckets when it is time to take the ‘offering’ - this is usually a major event in the service before prayers for the sick.
 
The service begins with up to an hour of ‘praise and worship’ led by excellent singers and musicians. The atmosphere is charged with emotion and expectation and then the star of the show - the evangelist comes onto the stage to greet the people and to pray for the offering which is about to be taken. The evangelist at this time tells the people that God will bless them as they give into the Gospel and some even suggest that if they give more than they can afford they will receive even greater blessings! First the ‘offering envelopes’ are usually passed out which may also have printed suggested donation amounts listed such as $10 - $50 - $100 or more. The purpose of the envelopes is also for those giving to claim tax relief on their gift if they write their name and address on the envelope. This is also a good means for the ministry to add them to their mailing list to enable the ministry to follow up with further requests for offerings, sometimes in exchange for receiving ‘free gift’ from the ministry. I remember the first time we attended a huge convention in Tulsa in 1978; we gave $100 and received a ‘free’ Bible as a gift!
 
After the offering, the evangelist preaches for about 45 minutes, usually using some texts from the Bible concerning God’s promises of healing. He then asks the sick to come to the front in preparation for him to pray for each them. Some may come in wheelchairs or on crutches, and in turn groups are ushered onto the platform and lined up to receive the ‘power of God’ - which they had been told would happen. The evangelist then rapidly touches each one and as he does they collapse, the ushers (or catchers) are already behind them and catch each one and gently lower them to the ground.  As each line falls to the floor, they are quickly lifted up to make room for the next group. The preacher is almost running and ready for the next line-up and so the performance is repeated until all have been prayed for. There is a special time when those in wheelchairs or with crutches are prayed for as the preacher pulls them up and out of the wheelchairs so they can stand or take a step or two - the attendants push the chair away and everyone believes they are healed. Hallelujah! Those with crutches have them tossed aside to provide a similar demonstration of the power of God!
 
So what really happened?  First of all, everyone present was already highly charged with emotion and expectancy, the inspirational singing and music enhanced this to a higher degree. Most of those on the platform already knew how to react when prayed for, that was to fall backwards. I have also witnessed, in many similar meetings, the preacher actually pushed each one backwards and unbalanced them so they had no option but to fall.  As for the wheelchairs, it has been revealed many times in investigatory television programmes, that people who had walking difficulties were placed into the wheelchairs in order to be taken to the front for prayer. They did not normally require a wheelchair. Most people with crutches can also walk without them for short periods of time. It is also strange that people with lost limbs or who are blind are rarely seen at these events, or if they were it would be completely obvious that they had not been healed by the prayers of the evangelist.
 
In a television enquiry into such a meeting held in Australia by a well known evangelist, some 30 people had claimed at the service to be completely healed but when interviewed a few weeks later, all were in their original condition. Not one ‘healing’ proclaimed by the evangelist could be substantiated. The main beneficiaries of these events are the evangelists themselves as is evidenced by their lavish lifestyles - as of the rich and famous. Some have many homes - mansions in fact - fleets of cars and several aircraft including private jets worth many million dollars.   
 
On a personal note:  When I resigned from the ministry I handed over the church and total ministry to my eldest son. He took over as pastor and CEO from that day back in 1989. After twenty years of working and devoting his life and time ‘for the Lord’ he suffered a major medical problem. He was on holiday with his wife overseas when he suddenly collapsed and was rushed to hospital where they diagnosed a tumour on his brain! He was flown back to Australia and immediately admitted to hospital.
 
He had surgery to remove the tumour which fortunately was benign. That is the good news, but the bad news is that part of his brain had been damaged. He has lost most of his sight and is partially physically impaired; he was unable to walk for many months without assistance. His recovery during the past two years has been slow but his general condition is better. He will never be able to drive a car again and he is unable to go anywhere without a carer or friend. He spends periods of time at home with his family but also stays most days each week in a remedial care home. He had to resign his position in the ministry of course and he will never be able to work again in any capacity. He is now 52 years old married with three daughters.
 
 
The reason I have included this story is because I know for sure that many thousands of Christians in Australia and in some other countries were all praying for him from the day they heard about this tragedy. He was an excellent minster and International speaker and author and had a weekly television programme which was broadcast by many stations worldwide. He worked hard for God and he continues to hold to his faith to this day. 
 
What did God do about his ‘faithful servant’ and all those prayers of his followers?
 
Nothing!
 
A final verse:
 
1 John 5:14-15  

  And this is the confidence that we have in him, that, if we ask any thing according to his will, he heareth us: And if we know that he hear us, whatsoever we ask, we know that we have the petitions that we desired of him. 

 
NONSENSE!
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  CONCLUSIONS

 
1. The Bible cannot seriously be considered as a reliable and accurate source of information concerning the legitimacy of the existence of God.
2. The Bible itself is a compilation of ancient manuscripts which were written by at least 40 different authors over a period of up to 1600 years. The content of those manuscripts were entirely based on ‘word of mouth’ - hearsay passed from generation to generation at least 30 years after the recorded event. Some of the Old Testament manuscripts are claimed to be written by ‘eye wittnesses’ to the event recorded, but none of the New Testament texts are claimed to be ‘eyewitness’ accounts. No original manuscripts extant; many hundreds or even thousands of manuscripts were not selected for use. 
3. The content of the Old Testament reveals God as a devious and untrustworthy creator and also as exterminator of the human race.
4. The New Testament contains details of the alleged life and works of Jesus and his apostles, none of which can be substantiated by evidence other than the Bible.
5. The entire Bible has many contradictions and flaws although it is claimed that every scripture it contains was ‘inspired’ by God rather than the individual thoughts and research by the various authors.
6. The major events claimed to have occurred all contain highly questionable information and are devoid of evidence apart from the Bible itself.
7. The alleged life and death and resurrection of Jesus as recorded in the four Gospels is seriously flawed by variation and human imagination or assumption and again the lack of evidence other than the Bible.
8. There is virtually no scientific, historic or archaeological evidence other than the Bible to substantiate the existence of God, the authors or content of the Bible.
9. There is substantial evidence that God does not answer prayer as promised in many texts within the Bible.
10. My final conclusion, which has not changed since I became an atheist after my disillusionment with Christian faith, is that the Bible is a collection of myths, legends and human imaginations dating back to the earliest human life on planet earth.
 
 
The Bible is, at best, interesting and enlightening, sometimes poetic and it does include passages of human wisdom and thought. Apart from that, the rest is unsubstantiated hypotheses or simply: 
NONSENSE!
 
 
ONCE I WAS BLIND BUT NOW I SEE!
Brian Baker - August 2012
 
 


NOTES




  Chapter One


  1.
  Preterists

The term preterism is from the Latin praeter meaning something which has passed. Christian preterists hold the eschatological view which interprets that all or the majority of the prophecies in the Bible, especially Daniel and Revelation, as events which have already happened in the first century, and were fulfilled when Jerusalem was destroyed in 70CE.
 

  2. Thomas Jefferson

1743 – 1826. 3rd president of the USA 1801–09, Founder of the Democratic Republican Party. He published A Summary View of the Rights of America 1774 and as a member of the Continental Congresses of 1775–76 was largely responsible for the drafting of the Declaration of Independence. He was governor of Virginia 1779–81, Ambassador to Paris 1785–89, Secretary of State 1789–93, and Vice President 1797–1801.
 
3. Robert Green “Bob” Ingersoll 
1833 – 1899 was a Civil War veteran, American political leader, and orator during the  Golden Age of Free Thought, noted for his defence of agnosticism. He was nicknamed The Great Agnostic.
 

  4. Luther, Martin

1483 – 1546. German Christian church reformer, a founder of Protestantism. While he was a priest at the University of Wittenberg, he wrote an attack on the sale of indulgences (remissions of punishment for sin). The Holy Roman emperor Charles V summoned him to the Diet (meeting of dignitaries of the Holy Roman Empire) of Worms in Germany, in 1521, where he refused to retract his objections. Originally intending reform, his protest led to schism, with the emergence, following the Augsburg Confession 1530 (a statement of the Protestant faith), of a new Protestant church. Luther is regarded as the instigator of the Protestant revolution, and Lutheranism is now the predominant religion of many N European countries, including Germany, Sweden, and Denmark.
 
5.Armageddon,
In the New Testament (Revelation 16:16), the site of the final battle between the nations that will end the world; it has been identified with Megiddo. According to premillennial Christian interpretation, the Messiah will return to earth and defeat the Antichrist - ‘the Beast’ and Satan the Devil in the battle of Armageddon.
 

  6.
  Rudolf Steiner

1861 - 1925. Austrian philosopher, occultist, and educationalist who formulated his own mystic and spiritual teaching, which he called anthroposophy. This rejected materialism and aimed to develop the whole human being, intellectually, socially, and, above all, spiritually. A number of Steiner schools follow a curriculum laid down by him with a strong emphasis on the arts.
 

  7.
  Herbert W. Armstrong

1892 - 1986 founded the Worldwide Church of God in the late 1930s, as well as Ambassador College (later Ambassador University) in 1946, and was an early pioneer of radio and tele-evangelism, originally taking to the airwaves in the 1930s from Eugene, Oregon. Armstrong preached an eclectic set of theological doctrines and teachings that he claimed came directly from the Bible. These theological doctrines and teachings have been referred to as Armstrongism. His teachings included the interpretation of biblical prophecy in light of British Israelism and required observance of parts of the covenant Law including seventh - day Sabbath, dietary prohibitions, and the covenant law Holy Days.
 
 

  Chapter Two

 

  8. Emperor Nero

37 CE - 68CE - Adopted name of Lucius Domitius Ahenobarbus AD 37–68. Roman Emperor from 54CE. In 59CE he had his mother Agrippina and his wife Octavia put to death. In 64CE, most of Rome was destroyed in the Great Fire of Rome, which many Romans believed Nero himself had started in order to clear land for his planned palatial complex, the Domus Aurea In 68CE, the rebellion of Vindex in Gaul and later the acclamation of Galba in Hispania drove Nero from the throne. Facing assassination, he committed suicide on 9 June 68CE.
 

  9. Emperor Constantine

306 CE - 337 CE - Constantine was the first Roman Emperor to convert to Christianity. From the time of Constantine, Christianity became the Roman religion. Constantine and co-Emperor Licinius issued the Edict of Milan in 313 CE which proclaimed religious tolerance of all religions throughout the empire.
 

  10. Roman crucifixion

Death by fastening to a cross, a form of capital punishment used by the ancient Romans, Persians, and Carthaginians, and abolished by the Roman emperor Constantine. Specifically, the Crucifixion refers to the execution by the Romans of Jesus in this manner. Trees were often used for crucifying convicts. Originally only slaves were crucified; hence “death on the cross.” Roman citizens were exempt under all circumstances. The following crimes entailed this penalty: piracy, highway robbery, assassination, forgery, false testimony, mutiny, high treason, rebellion. Soldiers that deserted to the enemy and slaves who denounced their masters were also punished by death on the cross.  From the Jewish point of view, the crime of which Jesus was convicted by the Jewish priests is greatly in doubt. If it was blasphemy, lapidation (stoning to death) should, according to Jewish law, have been the penalty, with suspension from the gallows after death Nor were any of the well-known measures taken which provide before execution for the contingency of a reversal of the sentence. Whether the Jewish law would have tolerated a threefold execution at one and the same time is more than uncertain. 
 

  11. The Passover

The Passover is the Jewish festival which commemorates the story of the Exodus, in which the Israelites were freed from slavery in Egypt. Passover begins on the 15th day of the month of Nisan in the Jewish calendar in the spring in the Norther Hemisphere. The celebration of Passover, also called the feast of unleavened bread, lasts for seven or eight days. The commandment to keep Passover is recorder in the book of Leviticus: 
 
Leviticus 23:5-8     

  In the fourteenth day of the first month at even is the Lord’s pa
  ssover. And on the fifteenth day of the same month is the feast of unleavened bread unto the Lord: seven days ye must eat unleavened bread. In the first day ye shall have an holy convocation: ye shall do no servile work therein. But ye shall offer an offering made by fire unto the Lord seven days: in the seventh day is an holy convocation: ye shall do no servile work therein.

 
The Passover was first mentioned in the Torah account of the Exodus from Egypt (Exodus 12:23). The Passover commemorates the last of the Ten Plagues of Egypt - when God ‘passed over’ the houses of Egypt, killing all the first-born. On the night of the plague the Israelites smeared their lintels and door-posts with the blood of the Passover sacrifice and were spared. 
 

  12. Solar Eclipse

As seen from the earth a solar eclipse occurs when the moon passes between the sun and the earth, and the moon fully or partially blocks the sun. This can happen only during a new moon, when the sun and the moon are in conjunction as seen from earth. In a total eclipse, the disk of the sun is fully obscured by the moon. In partial and annular eclipses only part of the sun is obscured.
 

  13. John 19:41-42


  Now in the place where he was crucified there was a garden; and in the garden a new sepulchre, wherein was never man yet laid. There laid they Jesus therefore because of the Jews’ preparation day; for the sepulchre was nigh at hand. 

 

  14.
  Flavius Josephus

37CE–100CE. Jewish historian and general, born in Jerusalem. He became a Pharisee and commanded the Jewish forces in Galilee in their revolt against Rome from 66CE (which ended with the mass suicide at Masada). When captured, he gained the favour of the Roman emperor Vespasian and settled in Rome as a citizen. He wrote Antiquities of the Jews, an early history to 93CE; Jesus is mentioned twice, though scholars debate their authenticity. In the first passage, called the Testimonium Flavianum, it is written:
 

  Concerns have been raised about the authenticity of the passage, and it is widely held by scholars that at least part of the passage has been altered by a later scribe.


   

The Testimonium’s authenticity has attracted much scholarly discussion and controversy of interpolation.
 

  15. Louis Harry Feldman

Born 29 October 1926 in Hartford, Connecticut is an American professor of Classics and literature. Feldman is a scholar of Hellenistic civilization, specifically the works of Josephus Flavius. Feldman’s work on Josephus is widely respected by other scholars. He cites 87  articles published during the period of 1937–1980, The overwhelming majority of which question its authenticity in whole or in part.
 

  16. Alice Whealey

An independent historian specializing in the intellectual history of Europe, she received an M.A. in history in 1988, An M.A. in Demography in 1992, and a Ph.D. in history in 1998 from U.C.Berkeley. In 2003 she published Josephus on Jesus, The Testimonium Flavianum Controversy from Late Antiquity to Modern Times, critically analyzing the Testimonium Flavianum, the disputed passage from Josephus that mentions Jesus Christ. Judging from Alice Whealey’s 2003 survey of the historiography, it seems that the majority of modern scholars consider that Josephus really did write something here about Jesus, but that the text that has reached us is corrupt.
 
 

  Chapter Three

 

  17. Isaiah’s Prophecy

Isaiah 9:6  For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given: and the government shall be upon his shoulder: and his name shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, The mighty God, The everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace. 
 

  Chapter Four 

 

  18. Salvation verses:

John 3:16-18

  For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life. For God sent not his Son into the world to condemn the world; but that the world through him might be saved. He that believeth on him is not condemned: but he that believeth not is condemned already, because he hath not believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God.

John 14:6

  Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me.

Romans 10:9-10
That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that God raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved. For with the heart man believeth unto righteousness; and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation.  

   
There are other verses which clearly state that salvation is through the belief in Jesus as the Son of God.
 

  19. The New Testament

27 Books -  Matthew to Revelation
 

  20. The Old Testament

39 Books - Genesis to Malachi
 

  21. Adolf Hitler 

Adolf Hitler believed that he was doing God’s work:
‘I believe today that I am acting in the sense of the Almighty Creator. By warding off the Jews I am fighting for the Lord’s work.’ - Adolf Hitler, Reichstag speech 1936
 

  Chapter Five

 

  22. Josephus

Antiquities of the Jews, Book xv
 

  Chapter Six

 

  23. The planet earth only 6,000 years old

As calculated by James Ussher (sometimes spelt Usher 1581 - 1656) an Irish scholar and Anglican Archbishop and Primate of all Ireland between 1625 and 1656. He published a chronology that purported to establish the time and date of the Creation as the night preceding Sunday, 23 October 4004 BCE, according to the Proleptic calendar.
 
24 . Moses
Moses supposedly lived in the (circa) 13th century BCE. He was believed to have been a Hebrew lawgiver and judge who led the Israelites out of Egypt to the promised land of Canaan. He claimed to have received from Jehovah on Mount Sinai the Jewish written Law, the Ten Commandments, engraved on tablets of stone. The first five books of the Old Testament – in Judaism, the Torah – are ascribed to him.  According to Norman Cantor (1926-2004) - A historian who specialized in the medieval period, stated in his book - The Sacred Chain - A History of the Jews that outside the Old Testament itself there is no evidence Moses (and others) ever existed and that the Exodus from Egypt was fiction.
 

  25. Lucifer - The Devil

Revelation 12:9

  And the great dragon was cast out, that old serpent, called the Devil, and Satan, which deceiveth the whole world: he was cast out into the earth, and his angels were cast out with him. 

Isaiah 14:12

  How art thou fallen from heaven, O Lucifer, son of the morning! how art thou cut down to the ground, which didst weaken the nations! 

Job 1:6-7

  Now there was a day when the sons of God came to present themselves before the LORD, and Satan came also among them. And the LORD said unto Satan, Whence comest thou? Then Satan answered the LORD, and said, from going to and fro in the earth, and from walking up and down in it. 

 

  Chapter Seven

 

  26. Rainbow

Chambers Dictionary defines a rainbow as:
An arch in the sky displaying the colors of the spectrum formed by the refraction and reflection of the sun’s rays through rain or mist. It’s cause was discovered by Theodoric of Freiberg in the 14th century.
 

  Chapter Nine

 

  27. Apocrypha books.

The general Apocrypha consists of these seventeen books.
	The First Book of Esdras

	Tobit

	Judith

	Additions to the Book of Esther

	The Wisdom of Solomon

	Ecclesiasticus or the Wisdom of Jesus Son of Sirach

	Baruch

	The Epistle of Jeremiah

	The Song of the Three children

	The story of Susanna

	Bel, and the Dragon

	The Prayer of Manasseh

	The First Book of the Maccabees

	The Second Book of the Maccabees

	The Third Book of Maccabees

	The Fourth Book of Maccabees

	Psalm 151 



Protestant Christians reject the Apocrypha books as a collection of uninspired history written by men without the aid of God writings during the ‘silent centuries’ (400BCE - 27CE). 
The contents noted as ‘unscriptural’ include the doctrine of Purgatory, salvation by almsgiving, the justification of suicide, slavery and cruelty, reincarnation, lying, assassination and magical incantations - all of which are approved within the writings of the Apocrypha.
The protestant Bible contains none of the Apocrypha books. The Greek Orthodox Bible contains all of the books and the Roman Catholic Bible contains 13 of the books but not  Esdras, the third and fourth books of Maccabees or Psalm 151.
 

  28. Purgatory

The claimed description of Purgatory according to Roman Catholic doctrine based on the Apocryphal texts is the condition or temporary punishment by which those who die in a state of grace are believed to be made ready for Heaven. This theological notion has ancient roots and is well-attested in early Christian literature, but the conception of purgatory as a geographically situated place is largely the creation of medieval Christian piety and imagination.
 

  Chapter Ten

 

  29. Other Tongues

The ‘Biblical’ experience of speaking with ‘other tongues’ originates from the Book of Acts of the Apostles:
Acts 2:1-4

  And when the day of Pentecost was fully come, they were all with one accord in one place. And suddenly there came a sound from heaven as of a rushing mighty wind, and it filled the house where they were sitting. And there appeared unto them cloven tongues like as of fire, and it sat upon each of them. And they were filled with the Holy Ghost, and began to speak with other tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance.

The experience of ‘speaking with other tongues’ is known as Glossolalia - meaning: Unintelligible utterances, thought to form part of unknown languages, spoken while under the influence of religious excitement, and believed by Christian groups of various periods to be a sign of grace. 
From Greek glossa tongue + lalia speech  (Chambers Dictionary)
Pentecostal and Charismatic Christians practice ‘Baptism with the Holy Spirit’ and believe that the ability of speaking with other tongues as described in the Bible is the evidence of the ‘indwelling’ of the Holy Spirit. They believe the language is a special prayer language which is only know to the Holy Spirit.
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  BY THE SAME AUTHOR

 

  FROM FAITH TO REASON


  Second Edition 2011

 
Having spent some seventeen years as a ‘Born Again’ Christian fundamentalist and for ten of those years as the founding Pastor of one of Australia’s largest churches, Brian Baker resigned from the ministry in 1989 following the failure of his marriage.  During the course of the next few years he spent much time questioning his faith and seeking evidence concerning the validity of the Bible which he had accepted literally as ‘The Word of God.’ 
 
In his book ‘From Faith to Reason’ – Brian boldly questions the existence of God and uses the Bible to provide evidence that God is NOT the ‘Intelligent Designer – creator God’ as creationists have claimed in recent times. Brian, again using the Bible as evidence provides serious questions concerning the validity of Jesus, including his birth, ministry, crucifixion and resurrection. Another Chapter under the heading of ‘Crimes against humanity’ – includes many examples from the Bible which clearly reveal on numerous occasions the ‘dark side’ of God. The Bible, which Christians believe contains good and dependable teaching on family values, comes under close scrutiny which opens many parts of the Bible which are usually overlooked by Christians.
 
Brian’s conversion from fundamentalist Christian to Atheist was a gradual process over a period of several years after he had effectively left the influence of the church. Brian believes that it is extremely difficult for a Christian who is seriously involved in a church or Christian group to be ‘open’ to knowledge or evidence which is in conflict with the Bible and Christian teaching. Brian states in his book that one has to be ‘outside’ the Christian ‘bubble of faith’ in order to see clearly and to consider rationally the evidence and validity of theocratic religions of any persuasion.
Chapters include: How did we get here - did God do it? - The good the bad and the ugly influence of religion - Intelligent designer or schizophrenic sadist? - Crimes against humanity - Five good reasons to doubt the existence of God - Jesus fact or fiction? - Family values and the Bible - Faith, fatalism and destiny - Angels, demons and he human spirit - Visions, dreams and other delusions -Why do intelligent, sensible, down to earth people seek a religious experience? - What is the meaning of life.
 
259 Pages - Published Paperback & eBook download from fastpencil.com/amazon.com/barnes & noble/nook/iBooks & others on line.
 
 
 

  REST IN PEACE & LIVE!


  PERSONAL PEACE WITHOUT GOD


  Published March 2012

 
Contrary to widespread belief, to be peace is not a condition only applicable to those who have died. Personal peace is, in fact, available to everyone according to Brian Baker the author of this book. This is not in any sense a spiritual or mystical experience but is based entirely on a program of practical personal adjustments to one’s own attitudes and lifestyle. Brian was the founding Pastor of one of the largest churches in Australia (1979-1989). After he resigned from the ministry he began to examine his own faith and seek evidence for the veracity of the Bible and Christian belief. He finally came to the conclusion that his Christian beliefs had been entirely, but sincerely, wrong as they had been based on myth and stories handed down over hundreds, and in some cases thousands, of years. He concluded that it is virtually impossible to find any factual, historical or scientific evidence to validate the contents of the Bible or the existence of God. 
 
When he had come to terms with his transformation from believer to atheist he also realized that for the very first time in his life he began to live day by day in peace. During all those years when he was totally immersed in Christian life and ministry – he had been surprised and disappointed that he was never able to experience the level of personal peace he had desired and expected. – At last, the personal peace which had been so elusive was a reality.
 
The contents of this book are the result of Brian’s experience and discoveries which he believes will assist anyone to find their own personal peace by applying the practical principles and self examination to their life which will enable them to live in peace.
 
In the first chapter – Peace without God – Brian explains his reasons why Christian or religious peace is a false or temporary peace which ultimately cannot provide the high level of personal peace we all desire.
 
Other Chapters include: Know yourself - Hindrances to Peace - Contentment, the peace maker - Peace through equality and tolerance - Love and patience - Peace in old age - Peace in bereavement or divorce - Peace in sickness and death - Assistance to peace.
 
 169 Pages - Published Paperback & eBook download from fastpencil.com/amazon.com/barnes & noble/nook/iBooks & others on line.
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