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__ Introduction

(it could change your life)

There is a war on,
Since 1975, hundreds of thousands of
Christians in the United States have become aware of
the threat to Christianity posed by humanism. It is
amazing how long it took for Christians to recognize
that humanism is a rival religion: about a century.

Humanism comes in many forms: secular human-
ism (“man is the measure of all things”), religious hu-
manism (“man is evolving into god), and even a self-
proclaimed Christian humanism (“God’s laws and
logic and autonomous man’s laws and logic really
aren't in conflict”). This book deals with the mistakes
and outright lies of Christian humanism, since Chris-
tian humanism has not yet been seen for what it is by
most Bible-believing Christians.

Today, there are tens of thousands of Christian
students who attend supposedly Christian colleges.
Every day, they are being exposed to the religion of
humanism, but always disguised as conservative,
fundamentalist, or evangelical Christianity. The Chris-
tian student on a secular campus at least recognizes
that he is being indoctrinated by representatives of an
alien religion; the Christian attending a Christian col-
lege or seminary may not recognize this fact. In fact,
he probably would be shocked to discover this, and
so would the donors to the college.

Back in 1976, | edited a hardback book called

which outlines many of
the humanist presuppositions that undergird various
academic disciplines: psychology, history, education,

1
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economics, sociology, mathematics, and philosophy.
The book also introduces Christian students to a con-
sistently Christian set of alternatives. The fact is, the
presuppositions of all the academic disciplines, as
taught in secular universities, are hostile to what the
Bible teaches about God, man, and law. (You can
order a copy of this book from Thoburn Press, P.O.
Box 6941, Tyler, TX 75711; $7.50. If you're a college
student, you need this book,)

In certain fields, such as psychology, anthropology,
and sociology professors who hold the Ph.D. are vir-
tually always self-conscious humanists and should be
regarded by their students as theologically suspect
until they can prove their innocence by affirming a
biblical view of sin, redemption, and restoration rather
than a Freudian or clinical view of sin. Anyone who
doubts that Freud was totally incorrect and seif-
consciously hostile to Christianity from start to finish
should read R. J. Rushdoony’s short book, Freud,
published by Presbyterian & Reformed Publishing
Co., which also publishes Jay E. Adams’ excellent
books on counseling, especially Competent to
Counsel. 1 would say that any instructor who is forth-
rightly hostile to Adams™nouthetic counselling” tech-
niques should also be regarded as guilty until proven
innocent. Because psychology is the study of man,
the doctrines of sin and redemption are basic for an
understanding of psychology. The humanists reject
the biblical view of man.

Nevertheless, the sad fact is that many, if not most,
of the instructors on Christian campuses share several
of the basic philosophical and theological premises of
humanism even though they are not self-conscious
humanists themselves. They have been taught cer-
tain assumptions about the Bible and Christianity that
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are simply not true, but they really believe that they
are true. Even in the Bible departments, these hu-
manist presuppositions have crept in, and the brand
of Christianity that emerges is almost helpless in
challenging secular humanism, precisely because of
their shared presuppositions about God, man, and
law.

Amazingly, this is even true of some of the most
prominent conservative Bible preachers in the nation.
| don’t mean the less disguised humanism of a Robert
Schuller, with his “self-esteem” or “bootstrap” Chris-
tian humanism; 1 mean fundamentalist pastors who
have adopted some of the basic principles of human-
ism, never suspecting that these are the first prin-
ciples of Christianity’s major rival religion.

What this little book provides is 75 simple Bible
guestions in three subject areas that enable students
to test themselves and their instructors te find out if
latent humanist presuppositions have compromised
their thinking. (1 stress the fact that this book is first of
all a means of Jesus warned us to
remove the beam in our own eye before we attempt to
remove the splinter from our brother’s eye.)

| am not saying that everyone who denies the validity
of some or even all of these 75 guestions is a human-
ist. What | saying is that anyone who rejects most
of these 75 questions does hold a compromised form
of Christian doctrine which is incapable of success-
fully challenging secular humanism. Why? Because
of the presuppositions this person shares with the
secular humanists.

Readers of this book may be startled to discover
that they are already compromised. They may think to
themselves, “This can’t be true. I'm a Christian, not a
humanist. | believe exactly what good Christian teach-
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ers have taught me since my youth. They couldn’t
have been wrong about these matters.” Yes, they
could have been wrong. In fact, they were wrong,
which is why for over a century in the United States,
conservative, Bible-believing Christians have allowed
the secular humanists to take over every area of life:
education, psychology, entertainment, business, poli-
tics, the arts, communications, the media, and on and
on. Because Christians have held to humanist pre-
suppositions in certain key areas, they allowed the
secular humanists to take over by default.

want Christians to reconquer this lost territory. |
think it's possible, and 1 think God expects it. 1 have
shown how we can begin to do it in my little paper-
back book, (Institute
for Christian Economics, P.O. Box 8000, Tyler, TX
75711; $5.95). But Christians can't do it if they share
humanist presuppositions with the humanists. Third-
rate humanists can never defeat first-rate humanists.
Christians must purge out all traces of humanism be-
fore they can successfully battle humanism.

Why Questions?

There is an old slogan that says “one picture is
worth ten thousand words.” | have a variation: “One
good guestion is worth fifty assertions.” (And 75 good
questions are worth . . . ? Let’s see. ..)

A well thought-out question opens many possibili-
ties. People who react negatively against an assertion
may be willing to think through a good question. If you
ask a question properly, it can lead another person to
consider a whole new set of ideas. That's why Socra-
tes developed the so-called Socratic method. That's
also why Jesus used questions to disarm his oppon-
ents, as well as to lead His followers into the kingdom.
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When He asked, “What does it profit a man if he
should gain the whole world and lose his soul?” He
was making a very important spiritual point. His ques-
tion sticks in the mind in a way that an assertion
wouldn't. . .

That's why this book is a book of questions. They
stick in the mind. They enable people to explore new
ideas. They don't threaten someone in the way that an
outright assertion does. They enable people to think
through certain issues, and then to their

This isn’t to say that everyone who reads these
guestions won't feel threatened. On the contrary,
some people will feel threatened. Not by
the questions, but by the answers the Bible gives to
these questions. A lot of people who sit down and
start to read this book will never get beyond the first
three or four questions. In panic or outrage they will
toss this book aside and never come back to it.

Why? (A question) Because (here comes an an-
swer) a lot of people have been misinformed about
what the Bible teaches. They have come to believe on
Jesus Christ as the author of their salvation, which is
the proper thing to believe, but they have aiso come
to believe in a lot of other doctrines that Jesus never
taught and that the Bible doesn’t teach. They have
mixed up their commitment to Christ with their com-
mitment to that glorify man
rather than Christ. When they begin to think through
the implications of just a few of these questions, they
run for cover. They say to themselves, “Well, if that's
the kind of God this book believes in, I'd rather not
believe in Him.”

The important question is: What of
Bible really proclaim? That's the God we're required to
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believe in. If you read all  questions, and think
about them, you'll begin to question yourself about
the kind of God others have told you that the Bible
supposedly proclaims. And once you start rethinking
such issues, it's hard to stop, if you're serious about
your faith, meaning your faith in God (rather than your
faith in what you've been taught in the past).

Maybe you'll wind up temporarily confused. People
don't like to be confused. It's painful. But that's what
growth is all about—spiritual growth and intellectual
growth. That's what it means to become spiritually
mature. At some stages of your spiritual life, you're
fed milk; at a later stage, you're fed meat. Some of
you may not feel that you're ready for meat. You prob-
ably won't finish the book. (Question: When will you
be ready for meat? In a year? In a decade? When
you're three score and ten?)

Some of you maybe in college or seminary. You're
paying big money and spending many hours to chew
what you have been told is meat. Maybe it is meat,
but maybe it's just leather: tough to chew, but not that
nutritional As long as you're paying to get answers to
questions, take advantage of the opportunity. Get
these questions answered.

I'm saying that you've been about what
the Bible has to say about three things (at the very
least): 1) the sovereignty of God, 2) the law of God,
and 3) the kingdom of God. Am 1 overstating my
case? There are ways to find out. The first step is to
check out everything | say. I've provided a lot of Bible
references. Read them. Think about them. Pray
about them. Talk about them with other students. See
if I'm quoting the Bible erroneously. Remember: it's
not what | say, or your instructors say, that matters.
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But maybe after you've read all the Bible verses |
cite, you'll still be unconvinced. You'll conclude that
those who disagree with me deserve their “day in
court.” That's what 1 think right now. That's why | think
you should start asking your instructors to give
cogent, Bible-based answers to these questions, as-
suming that they don’t agree with the answers I've
given (and they won't agree, 1 can assure you). Get
some You're paying for them. Then evaluate
their answers by the teachings found in the Bible. Go
back to the verses I've cited and read them again.
Compare my explanations with the answers you re-
ceived from your instructors. Then make up your own
mind. A// |

Suppressing the Evidence

What I've found over the years is that a lot of Bible
instructors object to their opponents getting day
in court. These instructors know all about the material
in this book, but they don’t want their students to
know about it. Unless pressed by students, they
never even mention that there is a whole different way
of looking at the Bible. They would almost rather have
students reading Playboy than this book, since they
have answers (and disciplinary procedures) for stu-
dents who read Playboy. There is one college adminis-
tration in the South which not only expels any student
caught with this book (or materials teaching similar
doctrines), it then refuses to send out the student’s
transcripts. Students can’t graduate, and they can't
transfer their credits. Theft? Probably. Immoral? Cer-
tainly. All done in the name of Jesus? You bet.

(If you now attend such a school, have your trans-
cripts sent out to one or two other colleges immedi-
ately, and every semester thereafter, whether you
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read this book or not. You're vulnerable to the admin-
istration’s coercion. They are ready and willing to con-
trol your conscience by using this threat against you.
If necessary, have your transcripts sent out to cooper-
ating business firms that will keep them for you in
case you ever get expelled. You can subsequently
have these second-party-held transcripts sent to
other colleges that know just exactly how perverse
certain administrations are, and that will provisionally
accept your credits, even though they didn’'t come
directly from your present college’s registrar.)

So everyone should get his day in court. You're pay-
ing money (or your parents are) to get answers to the
big questions in life. This book is designed to help you
get biblical answers to legitimate questions. They
aren't trick questions. They’re Bible questions. You
can use them to get answers about:

Your own state of mind

Your commitment to getting answers

Your present knowledge of the Bible

Your church’s commitment to the Bible

Your teachers’ understanding of the Bible

Your school's commitment to open discussion
Your readiness to join the fight against humanism

Warning: this book could get you in trouble. You
may not want to show it around just yet. It's not de-
signed to get you in trouble, but some people who
should be spiritually mature and ready to answer hard
guestions aren't spiritually mature and aren’t ready to
answer hard questions. They're ready to put pressure
on students who ask hard questions. So be discreet.
There are many ways to get legitimate questions
answered. I've discussed this at length in Appendix
A. Before you rush in where angels fear to tread, think
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about the proper strategy in your position. If you're
dealing with self-confident, spiritually mature, weli-
informed instructors, you don't have a problem. If you
aren't, you do.

| want to stress the fact that  Pm asking for an
to be | honestly believe that many
Bible colleges and churches have been deliberately
and unfairly suppressing the information found in this
book. On the other hand, 1 also believe that many
others simply haven't been exposed to the arguments
I've raised. They are operating out of ignorance. As
Paul said of the Hebrews, “they have a zeal of God,
but not according to knowledge” (Remans 10:2). They
have been well-intentioned in the past, but not ac-
cording to knowledge.

Honest Discussion

If people are really well-intentioned, they won't ob-
ject to honest discussion. They may still reject my
arguments, but at least they won't resent the fact that
you're thinking about these Bible questions. If you
conduct yourself graciously, there will be no trouble
with well-intentioned instructors. Christian gentlemen
will respect the integrity and sincerity of other Chris-
tian gentlemen. But if they attack, scream, complain,
or threaten you, know for sure that you're not dealing
with Christian gentlemen. If they dismiss your ques-
tions with some variation of “No Christian could
believe such things,” or “Those are heretical ques-
tions,” then they probably don’'t have any answers. In
short, if they refuse to answer legitimate questions,

know for sure that you're dealing
Be gracious at all
times, even when they “stonewall” you, but make up
your own mind, You're responsible before God for
your own mistakes; let them be responsible for theirs.
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If your instructors can’'t give you accurate answers
to these  questions, or even answers to the half a
dozen or so that bother you the most, then you owe it
to yourself to keep on studying, reading, thinking, and
praying. Just because they can’t successfully handle
these theological issues doesn’t mean that nobody
can. Follow through on your own. Find others who are
willing to get involved with you. Read some of the
books | recommend, where you can get answers. Re-
member: “But without faith it is impossible to please
him: for he that cometh to God must believe that he
is, and that he is a rewarder of them that diligently
seek him” (Hebrews 11:6). If you seek Him diligently,
you will be rewarded. Don't be like the man described
by James: “For if any be a hearer of the word, and
not a doer, he is like unto a man beholding his natu-
ral face in a glass [mirror]: For he beholdeth him-
self, and goeth his way, and straightway forgetteth
what manner of man he was” (James 1 :23-24). If you
start to ask yourself these questions, but then get
scared or lazy and refuse to seek out biblical
answers, you are very much like the person James
described.

Why | Wrote this Book
| became a Christian in the summer of 1959, just
after | had graduated from high school. If | had been
given a book like this one to “chew on” before |
entered college, | think | would have saved myself a
lot of trouble. But no book like this was in print back
then.

| met a pastor who was a graduate of Dallas Theo-
logical Seminary back in 1961. He provided me with
biblical evidence that eventually convinced me of the
validity of questions 1-25. He eventually earned a Th.D.
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from Dallas. But he himself has never been willing to
goon and affirm the validity of questions 26-75. It took
me until the spring of 1964, when | was a seminary
student, to complete the transformation of my think-
ing. [Just for the record, | was taking a class on the
Book of Remans from Professor John Murray, and his
lectures on Remans 11 were what finally swung me
over. His arguments are available in his book, The

to (Grand Rapids, Michigan: Eerd-
mans, 1965). His arguments on Remans 9 are no less
eloquent, for those of you who don't agree with ques-
tions 1-25.]

| had to learn the hard way. It took me five years
after my conversion to figure out what was going on
theologically—that | had been misled by most of my
Christian teachers and all of the humanist ones. My
hope is that this little book will help you, and will
speed up your learning process. The book is very sim-
ple. The questions are straightforward. There’s noth-
ing complicated about them. People may try to make
them seem more complicated than they really are.
But this, in my view, is a kind of intellectual smoke
screen. People who don't like someone else’s conclu-
sions have a tendency to say things like, “You're mak-
ing things too complicated: when in fact the conclu-
sions follow easily from the evidence.

Of course, | could provide lots of complicated evi-
dence, with hundreds of footnotes, but I'm trying to
save you time. I'm trying to make things easier for
you, not more difficult. This book is nothing more than
a very brief introduction, a kind of handbook. You can
goon and study the more detailed materials that | list
at the end of each section and at the end of the book.
But you don’t have to. The 75 questions ought to be
sufficient.
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Before You Begin
| want you to ask yourself a question: “Do | really
believe that the Bible is God's absolutely authoritative
and inspired word?” If you can’t honestly answer
“yes,” then you already accept the number-one pre-
supposition of the humanists. You probably will be
repelled and outraged by all 75 questions. But if you
do answer in the affirmative, you should be willing to
the

If you're really willing  do this, then these
75 questions will open up a whole new world to you.
Now, are you ready to ask yourself 75 very serious
Bible questions? And are you ready to seek out an-

swers if you find that you don't agree with them?



Part |

SOVEREIGNTY GOD’S OR MAN'S




Introduction to Part 1

Who is sovereign over history, man or God? This
was Satan’s great temptation in the garden: “ye shall
be as gods” (Genesis 3:5). Eve decided that she
would test God’s word by an experiment. She would
violate God'’s law and see whether she would die that
very day, as God had promised. She, the “neutral ob-
server,” would determine who was correct, God or
Satan.

The problem was, by word, she was
violating God's word. She was setting herself up as
the sovereign agent in a cosmic experiment. But God
said that He was in charge. He would determine the
course of events if she or her husband violated His
word. It was clear: either He is sovereign, or He is a
liar. Satan tempted men by implying that man is in
charge rather than God. By believing that man is in
charge of the great cosmic test of God’s word, and
then acting in terms of this belief, mankind fell into
sin.

God's word tests God's word. God'’s word is the au-
thority, not man’s puny attempts to test it. That’s
where the Christian must start: with the sovereignty of
God'’s revealed word, the Bible. If this isn't his starting
point, then he is in sin, pursuing the old sin of Adam
and Eve. The man who elevates his supposedly neu-
tral logic or his experimental techniques above the
sovereign word of God has committed a gross sin. We

logic.
With this in mind, consider the following 25 Bible
15
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questions. They are all concerned with the question:
Is God absolutely sovereign over His creation, or is
man in any way sovereign? The. humanists want to
argue that only man is sovereign, to the extent that
any conscious force is sovereign. As you will see
when you read the next 25 questions, the Bible
teaches that God, and God alone, is absolutely and
comprehensively sovereign. But there are many,
many Christians who can’t make up their minds be-
tween what the Bible teaches and what the humanists
teach. They don't want to accept either position.

The Bible doesn’t teach a middle position. (That’s
my assertion.) Are you willing to see what the Bible
teaches in this regard? Are you willing to my

by asking yourself 25 questions, and then
seeking biblical answers?



(uestion 1
Didn’'t God Hate the
Unborn Infant Esau?

(For the children being not yet born, neither having

done any good or evil, that the purpose of God ac-
cording to election might stand, not of works, but of

him that calleth;) It was said unto her, The elder shall

serve the younger. As it is written, Jacob have | loved,

but Esau have | hated (Remans 9:11-13).

God prophesied to Rebekah the future of her two
sons. Esau would serve Jacob. Paul is clear: God pro-
nounced this judgment against Esau, the elder brother,
before the two sons were born or had done anything
evil.

The text means precisely what it says, which is why
it bothers so many Christians. They jump to a false
conclusion: “Esau never had a chance to prove him-
self. Yet it says that God hated him. That's not fair of
God. God is fair, so the text couldn’t mean what it
says. It must mean something else.”

Paul knew that this is what people would say, so he
immediately asked a rhetorical question which makes
sense only if God’s hatred of Esau really did begin be-
fore Esau had done good or evil: “What shall we say
then? Is there unrighteousness with God? God for-
bid.” Paul then goes onto speak of the Pharaoh of the
Book of Exodus in similar terms (Question 2).

Paul was quoting Malachi 1:2-4. In verse 3 we read
that God even condemned all of Esau’s heirs, Edom:
“And | hated Esau, and laid his mountains and his
heritage waste. . . ."
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Questionable Answer

“God really didn’t condemn Esau before either of the
sons was born. He condemned Esau because He
foresaw the evil deeds that Esau would do later on. So
God isn't unfair. Esau fell by his own evil deeds.”

My Reply: But the text is specific: God con-
demn Esau before he had done anything evil. The
text does not mention Esau’s future deeds. The point
is:

That is what the doctrine of original sin
means. Esau was a son of rebellious Adam, just like
all the rest of us, and was therefore innately evil and
hated by God, just like all the rest of us, before he had
done anything moral or immoral. The amazing fact is
not that God hated Esau. fact is
loved Jacob!

Didn’'t God tell Rebekah that the elder would serve
the younger? Could Esau have lived a good life and
have reversed that promise? Isaac thought so, and he
was ready to give the blessing to Esau (Genesis 27:4).
But Isaac was wrong; God made it possible for Jacob
to receive the blessing despite his father’s act of re-
bellion (Genesis 27:6-29).

Was Esau helpless? Yes. Was it inevitable that
Jacob get the blessing? That is what God told
Rebekah (Genesis 25:23). Could she rely on God’s
promise? Absolutely. Did Esau have a chance of over-
coming God’'s promise? Not a chance. Question: /s

“chance” in God's plan?

For further study: Ps. 5:5; 11:5; Rem. 11:7-10; Eph. 2:3; Heb.
1216-17.
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Question 2
Could Pharaoh Have
Repented?

For the scripture saith unto Pharaoh, Even for this
same purpose have | raised thee up, that I might
shew my power in thee, and that my name might be
declared throughout all the earth (Remans 9:17).

Did God raise up Pharaoh for the wrong purpose?
Or was magnifying His own glory a sufficient purpose
for raising up Pharaoh? But if He raised up Pharaoh
for this purpose, then how could Pharaoh have over-
come God’s purpose by repenting and allowing the
Hebrews to depart Egypt in peace?

Before Moses began his mission to the people of
Israel, God promised that He would harden Pharaoh’s
heart. “And | will harden Pharaoh’s heart, and multi-
ply my signs and my wonders in the land of Egypt.
But Pharaoh shall not hearken unto you, that | may
lay my hand upon Egypt. . .“ (Exodus 7:3-4a).

God actively hardened Pharaoh’s heart, in

He might ‘lay His hand upon”"—judge—Egypt.
This is what He told Moses about His plan well in ad-
vance of Moses’ first confrontation with Pharaoh.
Could Pharaoh have overcome God’s hardening of
his heart? How? “The king’s heart is in the hand of
the LORD, as the rivers of water: he turneth it
whithersoever he will” (Proverbs 21:1). Result: “And
the LORD hardened the heart of Pharaoh, and he
hearkened not unto them; as the LORD had spoken
unto Moses” (Exodus 9:12). The Bible is clear:



Questionable Answer

“But the Bible says that Pharaoh hardened his own
heart (Exodus 8:15, 32). We are not  blame God for
this hardening of Pharaoh’s heart. Pharaoh was exer-
cising his own free will. God judged him for his own
sins.”

My The Bible unguestionably says that
Pharaoh hardened his own heart. He was a responsi-
ble moral agent. But this does not answer the initial
guestion, namely, could Pharaoh have repented?
Could he have softened his heart, despite God?

And the LORD said unto Moses, Go in unto
Pharaoh: for I have hardened his heart, and the
heart of his servants, that | might shew these
my signs before him: And that thou mayest tell
in the ears of thy son, and of thy son’s son,
what things | have wrought in Egypt, and my
signs which | have done among them; that ye
may I;now how that 1 am the LORD (Exodus
10:1-2).

If Pharaoh had repented of his sins, and had turned
the Hebrews free, how could God's word have been
fulfilled? Can we ever say that the will of sinful man

(or even righteous man) can prevail against the de-
clared intent of God?

And if He did this to Pharaoh, why not to other
rebels?

For further study: Ex. 4:21; 713,22; 9:12,35; 14:8; Isa. 6:10; 63:17.
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Question 3

Does God’s Absolute
Predestination Make
Him Unfair?

Thou wilt say then unto me, Why cloth he yet find
fault? For who bath resisted his will? (Remans 9:19).

Paul was 