
Christianity Unveiled.

There are two or more pages missing from the end of this
book that was published in the American Colonies in 1775, we regret
the loss but the information in the rest of the book is far too valuable
to discard the book because of that.  There is also a confusion in the
page numbers, which have jumps, skips and regressions in the
numbering after page 142, but the text flows correctly from page to
page, the trouble is only in the numbering.  The hyperlinks from the
Table of Contents always go to the proper Chapters.

****     ****
The writings of Voltaire, Rousseau, Diderot, Raynal and

others had brought France an intellectual liberation that is known as
the French Enlightenment.  The ideas of the Enlightenment brought
resistance to the despotism of king and priest.  Jefferson, Franklin,
Washington, and other leaders of the American Revolution were so
influenced by these ideas of Liberty and Reason that it is entirely
proper to say that the Decoration of Independence; the American
Revolution; the Constitution and Bill of Rights -- in short, The United
States of America -- was a direct product of the Enlightenment.

The successful Revolution in the American Colonies was a
signal to all people that such things could be done, and the peoples of
Europe laid their lives and courage to freeing themselves from the
oppressive governments and religions that enslaved body and mind.
The Library of Congress series on "Religion and the Founding of the
American Republic" (see under 'Some Interesting Letters' on this CD)
would lead us to believe that after centuries of religious tyranny, and
Church union with kings and tyrants, that Christianity suddenly
sprang forth as a great champion of Liberty, and was the driving force
behind the American Republic -- Nothing could be further from the
truth.

The Enlightenment was a wonderful period of religious
skepticism, and a direct rejection of the Christian religion.  Some
early Works exposing the fallacies of Christian belief were; Anthony
Collins on Free Thinking -- England, 1713;  Col. Ethan Allen's
'Reason the Only Oracle of Man' -- America, 1785 (on this CD);
Thomas Paine's 'The Age of Reason, Part the First' -- from France,
1794, and others.  This present Work was published in America in
1795 and was a translation from a French Work.  Such Works
published in America prove the religious skepticism of the time.
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EDITOR’s PREFACE, 

IN this phiIoJophic age, when nature, 

rea/on, and .the PigIlts of man have re- 

fumed their empire; when thegenius of a 

great,generous and brave people, is giving 

the IaJ blow to fzrperjitidn and defpot@, 

the publication of a work, which bus 

greatly contributed to thefe glorious events, 

mu)’ be highly acqtable, not only to the 

literary world, but even to the community 

nt large, who eagerIjfeek afier inJrzt&ion, 

the moment they believe it necefary for 

their bnppinefL 

This publication bears a co?@icuou.s rank 

rmozg 'thofe jworks,wbofe free atld indepen- 



dent fentimnts have introduced a happy 

ci;ange h the public mind, axd coccztrred 

with the writings o~Roz~~eau,Mably,Raynnl 

and T’bltaire,in bringing for-ward the Frcncb 

Revolution : “2 revolution which will pro- 

bab/y prove the barbingcr of the con~~lete 

triumph of reafon. Peifhtions md wars -” 

will fh2 ceafeforever throughout the civili- 

zed world. 

In ofering this TranJation to the pub- 

lic, I pay a tribute that every menlber of 

*ficiety o-wes to his fellaw-citizens, that of 

endeavouring to acquaint them with their 

true rights and duties, and confequently 

the n2eu2s moJ conduiivc to thcir_Jgppi- . 

neJss. 
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A 

FROM THE 

AUTHOR TO A FRIEND, 

I RECEIVE, Sir, with gratitude the 

remarks which you fend me upon my 

work. If I am fenfible to the praifes 

you condefcend to give it, I am too 

fond of truth to be difpleafed with 

i the franknefs with which you propok 

your obje&ions. I find them fuffici- 

ently weighty to merit all my atten- 

tion. He but ill deferves the titlq of 

philofopher, who has not the courage 

to hear his opinions contradi&d. ‘(ye ” ;. ;, 
B ,I 



are not divines ; our difputes are 

of a nature to terminate amicably ; 

they in no way refemble thofe of the 

qofiks of fuperitition, who endca- 

vour to overreach each other by cap- 

tious arguments, and who, at the ex- 

pence of good faith, contend only to 

advocate the caufe of their vanity and 

their prejudices. We both de& the 

happinefs of mankind, we both fearch 

after truth ; this being the cafe, we 

cannot difagree. 
* $, 

You begin by admitting the necefi- 

ty,of examining religion, ayd fubmit- 

&g opinions to the d&ion of reafon. 

You acknowledge that Chrifiianity .’ 

cannot fufiain this trial, and that in 

the eye of good fenfe it can never ap- 

pear to be any thing but a tifiue of ab- 

furdities, of unconnec7ied fables, fenfe- 

MS dogmas, puerile ceremonies, and 

r&ions borrowed from the Chaldeaas, 
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Egyptians, Phenicians, Grecians, and 

Remans. In one word, you confefs 

that this religious fyfiem is only the 

deformed offspring of almofi all anci- 
c 

ent fiiperilitions, beptten by orien- 

taI fanatifm, and diverfely modified 

by the circumfiances and prejudices of 

thofe who have fince pretended to be 

the infpired ambaffadors of God, and 

the interpreters of his wiIL 

You tremble at the horrors which 

the intolerant fpirit of Chrifiians has 

caufed them to commit, whenever 

they had ,power to do it; you feel 

that a reli&on founded on a fanguina- 

ry deity mufi be a religipn of blood. , 
You lament that phrenfy,which in in- 

fancy takes poife%on of princes and 

people, and renders them equally the 

fhveo of fuperfiition and her priefls ; 

which prevents their acquaintance with 

their true interens, renders them 

i. 



cfeaf to reafon, and turns them af?de 

from the great objc&s, by which they 

,yght to be occupied. You confeis 

a religion founded upon enthufi- 

’ ‘afm or impofiure can have no fure 

principles ; that it mufi prove an eter- 

nal fource of difputes, and always end 

in cauhg troubles, perfecutions, and 

ravages ; efpecially when political pow- 

er conceives itfelf indifpen&ly oblig- 

ed to enter into its quarreis. In fine, 

you go fo far as to agree that a good 

Chrifiian who follows literally the 

conduEt pr&ribed to him as the m& ’ 

pcrfeR by the gofpel, knows not in 

this world any thing of thofe du- 

ties on which true morality is founded ; 

and that if he wants energy he muit 

prove an ufele& mifanthrope, or if his 

temper be warm_, a turbulent fanatic. 

After acknowledging all this, how 

could it happen that you fiould rro- 
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nouncc my work a dangerous one ! 
You tell me that a wife man ought to 

think only for himfelf; that to the 

populace a religion is neceirary be it 

good or bad ; that it is a refiraint ne- 

ceffary to gofs and ignorant minds, 

which, without it, would have no 
longer any motive for abfiaining from \ 
vice. You look upon a reform of re- 

ligious prejudicq as impoflible, -be- 
caufe it is the inteteR of many of thOfe 

per-ions who alone can effe& it, to 

continue mankind in that ignorance 

of which themfelves reap the advan- 

tage. Thefe, if I mifiake not, are the a 

weightiefi of your objeEtions. I Will *; 

endeavour to remove them. 

Books are generally written for that i 

part of a nation, whofe circumfiances, 
education, and fentiments, place them 

above the commiffron of crimes. This 

enlightened portion of fociety, which 

B52 



governs the otIm, reads and judges of 

writings ; if they contain maxims 

falfe or injurious, they are foon either 

condemned to oblivion, or held up to 

public execration ; if they contain only 

truth, they are not in danger. Fanatics 

and ignorant people are the diilurbers 

of fociety. Senfible, enlightened, and 

difinterefied perfons are ever the 

You are not, Sir, of the number of 

pufillanimous thinkers, who believe 

rhat truth is capable of doing harm. 

It does harm to thoit only who deceive 

mankind, and to the r&.of the hu- 

ted that the evils with which mankind 

are afHi&ed, arife only from ourerrors, 

our inter-e& mifun- 
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In fine, it is eafy to fee that the poli- 

cy and morality of man have been par- 

ticularly corrupted by their religious 

prejudices. Was it not religious and 

fiiper-natural ideas which caufed fove- 

vereigns to be looked upon as gods ? 

It is then religion which raifed up ty- 

rants and defpots ; tyrants and defpots 

made wicked laws ; their example car- 

rupted the great, the great corrupted 

the lower claffes of mankind; thefe 

vitiated beings became unhappy Baves, 

employed either in injuring themfelves, 

flattering the great, or Aruggling to 

get clear of their mifery. Kings were 
fliled images of God : they were abfo- 

lute like him ; they created j&ice and 

and injufiice ; their wills oft-n fanc- 

t&d oppreflion, violence and rapine. 

The means of obtaining their favors 

were vice and meanefs. Thus na- 

tions became filled with perverted oiti- 
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zcns, who, under leaders corrupted 

by religious notions, made continually 

a war, either open. or clandeitine, and 

were left defiitute of any motive .for 

praAiGng virtue. 

Has this religion influenced the man- 

ners of fovereigns, who derive their 

divine power from it ? Do we not be- 

hold princes, overflowing with faith, 

continually undertaking the mofi un- 
juii wars ; waiting the blood and trea- 

fure of their fubje&s; wrenching the 

bread from the hands of the poor ; 

permitting and even commanding 

every fpecies of injufiice? Does this 

religion, confidered by fo many fove- 

reigns as the fupport of their thrones, 

render. them more humane, tempe- 

rate, chafie, or faithful to their oaths? 

Alas ! +hen we confuuit” hiftory, we 

there find fovcreigns, who were M- 

thodox, zealous and religious to a 
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fcruple, and at the fame time guilty 

of perjury, ufurpation, adult&y, rob- 

bery, and murder ; men, who in fine, 

behaved as if they feared not the God 

whom they honored with their-mouths. 

Among the courtiers who furrounded 

them we ke a continual alliance of 

ChriRianity and vice, devotion anzi 

iniquity, religion and treaibn. Among 

the prieits of a poor and crucified God, 
who found their exifience upon reli- 

gion, and pretend that without it there 

could be no morality, do we not fk~ 

reigning amongfi them, pride, ava- 

rice, wanton&s, and revenge ? 

Amongfi us, education is very lit- 

tle attended to by the government, 
which fhews the mofi profound indif- 

ference concerning an obje& the mofi 

effential to the happinefs of itates. 

With mofi modern nations public edu- 

cation is confined to the teaching Hun- 
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gU@es, ufelcfs to mofl who learn them. 

Chrifiians, infiead of morality, incul- 

cate the marvellous fables and incom- 

prehenfible dogmas of a religion ex- 

‘tremely repugnant to right reafon. 

At the firit itep a young man makes 

in his f&dies, he is taught that he 

ought to renounce the teftimony of 

his fenfes to ‘deject his reafon as an 

unfaithful guide, and blindly conform 

.kimfclf to the diRates of his mafiers. 

But who are thefe mafiers? Priefis, 

who& interefi it is to continue man- 

.kind in \,errors, of which they‘alone 

reap sthe advantage.* Can the ab- 

,je& and ifolated mind of thefe merce- 

nary pedagogues be capable of infIruCt- 

ing their pupils in that of which them- 

felves are ‘ignorant ? will they teach 

* .The reader will bear in mind that this pub- 
lication was written in France,- and that when the 
-author mentions pricits, he commonly means, Ra- 
man Catho!ic prielts.- Amer. Editbr. 
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them to love the public good, to ferve 

their country, to know the duties of 

the man and citizen ? Certainly, not ; 

we can expe& nothing from the hands 

of fuch teachers but ignorant and fu- 

perfcitious pupils, who, if they have. 

prollted of the leirons they have re- 

ceived, are unacquainted with every 

thing neceflary in fociety, of which 

they mufi confequently become ufelefs 

members. 

, 

On whatever fide we cafi our eyes, 

we fee the fiudy of the objeQs mofi 

important’ to man, totally negle&ed. 

Morality, in which I alfo comprehend 

policy, is coniidered of very little im- 

portance in European education. The 

only morality taught by Chrifiians is, . 
the enthufiaitic, impra&icablc, contra- 

di&ory, and uncertain morality con- 

tained in the gofpel. This is calcu- 

lated only to degrade the mind, to 

l 
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render virtue odious,, to form abject 

flaves, and break the fpring of the ’ 

foul ; or, if it is fown in warm and 

a&ive minds, to produce turbulent 

fanatics, capable of shaking the foun- 

dations of fociety. 

Notwithfianding the inutility and 

perverfity of the morality which Chrif- 

tianity teaches mankind, its partifans 

prefume to tell us that without this reli- 

gion we cannot have morals. But what 

is it to have morals, in the language of 

Chrifiians ? It is to pray without ceaf- 

ing, to frequent churches, to do pe- 

nance, and to abfiain from pleafure ; 

it is to live in felfifhnefi and folitude. 

What good refults to fociety from 

thefe pra&ices, all of which may be 

obferved by a man, who has not the 

shadow of virtue ? If fuch morals lead 

to heaven, they are very ufelefs on 

earth. But certain it is, that a man 
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may be a f&hfuf &ferver of all that _ 

&riftianitj enjoins, without pOfMiing 

any of tile virtues which reafon fhews 

to be neceTary to the fupport of politi- 

cal fociety. 

It is necefby, then, to carefully dif- 

tinguifh Cbrijinn morality from poli- 

ticni morality ; the former makes .&in@ 

t!ic latter citizens ; one makes men 

ufelefi or even hurtful to the world; 

the other 1x1s for its object the forma- 

tion of members ufeful to ibciety ; 

men active and vigorous, whti are ca- 

pa’& of fer~ing it, who fuliill the du- 

ties of in.Aands, Gthers, friends, and 

companions, whatever may be their 

metaphy&al opinions, which, let Theo- 

logifts Gy what they mill, are much 

leiS lure than the invariable rules of 

good i&!-e. 

In fzc;t, it is certain, that man is a 

fixin1 lXii1$, vCtTho in all things GA% 

C: 
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his own happine& that he does good 

when he fmds it his intcrefi; that he 

is not commonly bad, becnufe that 

would be contrary to his welfare. This 

beng premifed, let education teach 

men to know the relations which 

exifi among themfelves, and the duties 

arifing from thofe relations; let go- 

vernments calling to their aid. laws, 

rewards, and puniffrments, confirm the 

.leEons given by education ; let happi- 

n& accompany ufeful and virtuous ac-. 

tions, let fhame, contempt, and chaf- 

tifement be the rewards of vice,. Then 
would mankind have a true morality, 

fouhded in their own nature upon 

their mutual wants, and the inter& 

of nations at large. This morality, 

l independent of the fublime notions 

of Theology might perhaps have very 

little in common with Chrifiian mo- 
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r&y ; but focicty has nothing to loofe 

from this circumfiance, as has aiready 

been proved. 

Wheh the people receive a proper 

education, which, by infpiring them 

early in life with virtuous principles, 

will habituate them to do homage to 

virtue, deteft crimes, contemn vide, 

and &ink from infamy. Such an 

education cannot be vain, when con- 

tinual example &all prove to the citi- ” L 
zens that talents and virtue are thi 

only means of arriving at honor, for- 

tuna, difiin&on, confideration and 

fai-or; and that vice con&&s onl) to 

contempt and i,gnominy. 

Ifthe clergy have ufurped from the 

fovereign power the right of infiru&- 

ing the people, let the latter reaffume 

its rights, or at leafi not fuffer the 

former to enjoy the exclufive T@,erty 

of governing the manners of manl+@, 
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and d&&g their morality. Let 

them teach if they plea!& that their 

God transforms himfelf into bread, 

. but let them never teach that we ought 

to hate or defiroy thofe who rcfufe to 

b&eve this ineffable myilcry. Let no 

individual in fecietv have the power , 
of excjting citizens to rebellion, of 

fov.;ing diitord, breaking the bands 

wi;ich ur:i:e the Fcoplc amongfi one 

another, and diilurbing the public 

tranquillity ,for the fake of o@ons. 

If it be faid that all governments think 

it their interefi to ftrp’port religious 

prejudices, ‘and. manage the clergy 

through policy, altho’ they themfe‘elves 

are undeceived. I anfvver, that it is 

eafy to convince every enlightened go- 

vernment, that it is their true inte- 

refi to govern a happy peoI?!e, that 

uyon the hapi;inefi; it procures the na- 1 
tion depends ti_, A , ‘1~ p,‘J~i:it~r ;:nd fjfct)r of 



the government ; in one word, that a * 
nation eompqfed of wife and virtuous 

citizens, are much more powerful than 

a troop of igfmrant and corruipted 

naves, \tihoti the government is forc- 

cd to deceive in order to Msfy, and 

to deluge with impofitiong that it may 

fucceed in any enterprik 

’ Thus let us hut de&air; that truth 

kill ane day for& its -way even .t~ 

thruhes~ If f,he light crf rcafon IX& 

kience reaches *in03 with fo much 

diflicrilt~, it is bemu& int6refied. pri& 

and fiafveling courtiers endeavouf te 

Ikep them in a perpetual infancy, point 

d&t to: them chimerical prafpe&s of 

p&it’ei a6d gtindeur, and thus turn 

x%ay their attention from obje&s ne- 

c&t-y to their true hap+& 

Ev&y government muk feei that, 

f& pbiver will always Be’ to-ftiiifq$ 

.and precarious, fo long as it depends 

CZ 
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for fupport on the phantoms of religi- 

on, the errors of the peop!~e and the 

caprices of tha prie4hood. It mufi feel 

the inconveniencies refulting from fa- 

natic adminiIIration, which have hi- 

therto produced nothins, but igno- 

rance and prefumpticin, ilothi!:g but 

obitinate, weak citizens, incapable of 

doing fervice to the ftate, and ready 

to receive the ‘falfe imprefflons of 

guides who wduld lead them afiray. 

It mu8 perceive. what immenfe re- 

‘fouices might be derived from the 

wealth which has been accumulated’ by 

a body of ufelefs men, who, ander 

prctenfions of teaching the nation, 

cheat azld devour it”. Upon this foun- 

dation (which to the fiAarne o< man- 

* Some have thought that the clergy might 
ene day ferve as a barrier againit’ defpotifm, bu.t 
experience fufficiently proves that this body alway? 
&ipulatee for itfelf alone. 



kind be it faid, has- hitherto ferb@ 

only to Support facerdo$ pride) ‘a 

wife government might iaife eitablifh- 

ments which would beccme ufeful to s 

the itate in. forlning the yo,uth’, che- 

riihing talents, rewarding virtuous fer- 

vices, and comforting.the pedple, -‘. 

I flatter myfeif, fir, that the& re= 

flexions will exculpate qe, in ypur ?$& _ 

I donot hope for the*~nffra&~$%& 

Who feel themfelves I interefi<& ih ‘%& 

continuance of the. eyils ,fu@er$. $p* 

their fellow-citizens ; It, is n<$: fu& ._/ >. 
whom I aim to convince ;,, nothing can 

be made to appeal: evideit to vicious t 

and unredfonable men. But z’9fe-, ’ 

fume to hope that’ you will, chafe 40 

k_ upon my book’as dangerous, and ’ 

.diktiy expeaations as alt,ogether chime- 

, rical. ’ Many” immoral men have at- 

,: tacked the Chrifiian religioh, bec$fe 

it Oppofed their propenfitits ; matiy 
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INTRODU’C-TIO??. +’ -, \ ” ” ’ 

Cf the X2c~itpl ff an Enpuirj r@e+g K&1? 

g&~; and Zb6 : O&?ade.c c&h ah ‘f&L3 if$ j ? 
,puvfuing dir Enquit-y.. -, 

A 
‘, . . ‘.l _‘: pi:;;,.;:_,. 1 

p 
REASONABLE being. obkht fn ail hti 

,. . . : 
&ions td km at his dwn liaypinet .&id .t&$ ’ 

of his fellow-creatures. Religion tvhick- iri,.’ ’ 

held up as an obj& moR important to our 

temporal aid eternal felicity, can be a&&n& 

geous t0 Us only ii, far 2s it renders odr exif-’ 

tence happjl in’ihis wwlJ, or as we are a.ffur- d 

ed that it will fulfill the flattering yomifcs ’ 

u I& it tialccs cS ryfy&ing another. Otir .q 

duty towardk God, whom WC 1001; upon as the 

rulqr of our deftinks, can be founded, it is 
I 



, 
/ 

c291 

kid, only on the evils which we fear on his 

part. It is then n&Hary tl$t man fhould ex- 

amine the grounds of his fears. He ought, 

for this pwpofe, to con&h txj&iei& and 

reafon, which are-the only guides to truth. 

By the benefits which he derives from rehgi- 

on in the vifible w&d ‘which he ‘inhabits; he 

may judge of the reality of thofe bleffmgs for 

which it leads him .to’ hope in that invifible 

world,’ to which it commands”him to turn his 

views. 

‘Mankind, for the mofi part, hold to their 

&gi& hio$h hibit: . They have never fe- 

$otiy exztmined the reaions why they_ I& ” 

atbed tea it, the motives of their condu&, 

(W the ‘foundations of their opinions. Thus, 

what has ever been confidered as mofi im- 

portant to all, has been of all things, leafi 

fubjeaed’ to fcrutiny. Men blindly follow 

on in the paths which their fathers @ad 5 they , 

beiieve, becaufe in infancy they. were told 

they mufi believe 
Il’+ : 

; they hope -becattLe the& 

proge&ors hoped, and they t@nble becaufe 

they trembled. Scarcely ever, have they 
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de&ed to re account of the mot&q 

of their hekf. ‘Very fc,w men ,.have Ieifure 

to esamino, or fortitude to analyze, the obl ’ 

jQ% of their habitual veneration, their b$nd~ 

attachment, ox their traditional fears. Nati- 

ons are carried away in the torrent of habit, 

example and prejudice. Education habitud 

ates the mind to opimons the n@t monitrbush 

as it accufioms the body to attitudes the moff 

uneafy. All that his kg eqi&d.. appears ‘. , 

ticred to the eyes of man 5 they think, it &-. . 

crilege to examine things itamped with the - 

feal of antiquity. PrepoWkd in favor off r* 

the wifdom ,of their’ father?, the.y, have’ not 

the prefumption to invefiigate what has rez, 

ceived their ijnLtio.n, T4ey fee nbt’that man 

has ever been the dupe Gf his &ejudices; 

his hopes, and his fears j and that the &mc 

reafons have almait always rendered this en& 

quiry equally imptaLkable. 

The vulgar, bu&ed in the I&ours neceKa_ 

v to their fubiifiance, place a bI 

dence in tbo&hopretend to guide . 
up to them the, right of thinkit*g L I 
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mit Without murmerin~ to all they prelX$e. 

They behere they fhall offend” God, if they 

dcubt for a moment, the veracity of thofe 

whb’fpeak to them in his name. The great, 

the rich, the men of the world, even when 

they are more enlightened than the vulgar, 

have found it their interefi to conform to re- 

eeived prejudices, and:even t,o maintain them ; 

or fwallowed up in diffipation, pleafure, and 

e!?eminacy, they have no timi to beftow on 

a religion, which they eaiily accommodate to 

their ,p&ons, propenfities, and fondnefs for 

amdfement. In childhood, we receive all 

the imprefions others wifh to make upon 

us ; we have neither the capacity, experi- 

1 ence, or courage, necel%ry to examine 

what is taught us by thofe, on whom our 

weaknefs renders us dependent. In youth, 

the ardour of.our pairons, and the Continual 

ebriety of our ferries, prevent our thinking fe- 

riouBy of a religion, too aufiere and gloomy to 

pleafe ; if by chdnee a young man examines it, 

he does it with partiniity, or without perfever- 

ante; he is often di;g$iied witA a fir:g!,c g!ance 
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fupport of the prejudices of mankind, con% 

pels ‘them to ignorance by ‘forbidding enqui- 
, 

ry, and hoIds itfeelf in continual readineis to 

punish all who attempt toundeceive themfelves.. 

Let US not be furprifed then, if we fee Ed 

for aImoR inextricably inrerwoven with 

human nature; All things feem to-concur 

to perpetuate our blindnefs, and hide the 

truth from us. Tyrants detefi atid oppreis 

truth, becaufe it dares to difpute their un- 

juit and chimerical titles ; it is oppofed 
, 

by the I-%&hood beeatife it annihilate-s 

their fuperfiitions. Ignorance, indolence, 

and pafion render the great part of ’ man- 

kind accomplices of thofe who, firive to 

f *deceivcthem, in order to keep their necks be- 

neath the yoke, and profit by their miferies. 

Hence,nations groan under haeditary evils,’ 

thoughtlefs of a remedy ; being eitherignorant 

of the c&e, or fo long accufiomed to difeafe, 

that, they have loft even the defire of health. 

If religion be the objeQ moA important to 

. mankind, if it .extends its influences not only 

over our condu& in this life, but alfo’over 
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our eternal happinefs, nothing can demand 

from us a more ierious examination. Yet it, 

is of all things, that, refpecting which, man- 

kind exerdife the moft implicit credulity. 

The ime man, who examines with, fcrupu-~ 

lous nicety things of little .moment to his weI- 

fare, wholly negleas enquiry c,oncerning.,the 

motives, which,detertine him to &elJeve and 

pexform things, on which,. accsrding to his 

ovvn confeilion, depend both his ternpsral and 

eternal felicity. H;e laliodly abandons him- 

helf to -Me, wh.om chance has given him, 

for guides;. he Gonfides to them the care of 

&inking 5or ,-hinq 3rd qf3a. makes a merit of 

his o~vyniucjolewcand creddity. In. itaatters of 

religion, infmey and barbarity fuem to be the 

boa& &the greater part of the hunian r&e. . 

Nevcrthelefs, ‘men have in all ages a,ppear- 

&d, who, &king off the prejudices of .their 

fellows, gave dared to lift before their eyes 

the light of truth. But what could their feeble 

voiceeiSe& again&errors imbibedat the brea&, 

codrmed by habit; authorifed by example, 

‘and fortified.by a policy, which often became 
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the accomplice of its own ruin ? The fien- 

torian clamors of impofture foon overwhelm 

the calm exhortations of the advocates of rea- 

fan. In vain thaIi the philofopher endeavour 

to infpire mankind with courage, fo long as 

they tremble benrath the ral of priefis aad 

kings. 

The furefi means of deceiving mankind, 

and perpetuating their errors, is to deceive 

them ininfancy. Amongit many nations at 

the prefent day, education feems de@& 

only to -form fanatics, devotees and monks; 

that is to fay, men either &4efs or injutious 

to fociety. Few are the places, in which it is, 

calculated to form good citi!rens. Princes, to. 

whoti a great part of the ear@ is at prefent 

unhappily FubjeQed,, are commonly the vie-. 

tims, of a fuperititious education, and remain* 

all their, lives in the profoundeR ignorance of: 

their own duties, and the true interefis, of the 

iiates which they govern. Rdligion feems to: 

have been invented only to render both ‘kings. 

and people equally the flaves of the priefi-, 

hood. The latter is continually buGed *in.; 
, 

__* 
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raiiirig obibCkS to tbe fe!icity of nations.‘ 

‘Wherever this reigns, other governments t 

have but a precatious power; and c&ens q 

become indolent, ignorant, defkute of great- 

nets of foul, and, in ihot? of every quality ne- : 

eeffary Lo the happinefsof tociety. : 

Sf, in a Aete where the .Chrifiian reli&n is. 

profeffed, vve &r6 fame &ivity, fame kienee, 

and .an approach to focial manners 4 it ia, be- 

caafe nature, whenever it is in her .power, ’ 

reitm.mnkio$ teap&q, and kbliges them 

to-h&our for their own fehciEy. were ali 

ChriRian nations exaQly conformed to their 

principles; they muft be plunged into ,&e 

moft profound ina&tivity. .Our countries 

would be inhabited by a fmal) number of ’ 

pious favages, who .would .meet only to de-, 

Aroy each other. .For, why fiauk-l a man 

mingle “with ,the affairs of a world, which ’ 

his geligion informs him, is SonIy a place of 

pafXage? What can be the .indufiry of &at 

people, who believe themfelves cornman :ed 

by their God, to live ..in continual fear, to 

p;scy, to groan, gnd afni,&t ,&emfelveg n~Sf- , 

D2 



fantly ? HOW Can a fociety exifi which is 

compofed of men, Rho are convinced, that, 

in their zeal for religion, they pught to hate 

and deftroy all, whofe opinions differ from 

their own ? How can we expe&t to find hu- 

manity, juitice,or anyvirtue,amongfi a horde 

of fanatics, who copy in their condu&, a cruel,, 

dSembling, and difhoneft God ? A God 

who delights in the tears of his unhappy 

creatures, who fets for them the’ ambufh, 

and then punishes them for having fallen in- 

to’ it ! A God, who himfelf ordains, robbery, 

perfecution, and carnage ! 

j Such, lxwever, are the traits with whic!l 

tie ChriItiat; religion reprefents the God, 

which it has inherited from the Jews. TlliS 

God w-95 a fuhan, a defpot, a tyrant, to 

whom all things were lawful. Yet he is 

held up ‘to us as a model of perfeaion. 

Crimes at. which human nature revolts, 

have been kmmitted in his name ; and the 

greatefi villanits ,have been jufiified, by the 

pretence of their”being committed, either by 

its comrmmd, 0r to merit his favour. Thus 
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the Chrifiian religion, which boa& of 

being the only-true fupport of morality, and 

of furnishing mankind with the ftrongeft 

motives for the prac?ice of virtue, has proved 

to them a fource of divilions, oppreflion, and 

the blackeR crimes. Under the pretext of. 

bringing peace on earth, it has overwhelmed 

it with hate, difcord, and war. It furnishes 

the human race with a thoufand ingenious 

means of tormenting themfelves, and fcatters 

amongfi them fcourges unknown, before. 

‘Ihe ChriRian, poffeffed of common fence, 

mut% bitterly regret the tranquil ignorance of 

his idolatrous ancefiors. 

If the manners,of nations have gained no- 
* :hing by the Chriitian religion, governments, 

of which it has pretended to be the fupport, 
1 

5ave drawn from it advantages equally 

{mall. It~&abliQes to itfelf in every fiate a 

fcparate power, and becomes the tyrant or 

the’ eilelny of every other power. Kings 

‘were allvays, the flaves of priefis ; or if they 

refuf:d to bow the knee, they were pro-, 

~+xd, itr;ppi of their privileges; and ex-’ 
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-+- terminated eithur ‘by fubje&s whom 4igi- 

_ on had excited to revolt, or aE&ms 

whore handsihe’had armed with her facred 

poignard. Before the ~introd&ion of the 

(5hrifiian religion thofe who governed the 

fiate commonly governed the pricfihaod ; 

fince that period, fovereigns .have dw,indle$ 

into the firit Baves of the .priefihood, the 

mere executor of its vengeance and its decrees. 

Let usthen conetude, Ai7it The QhriRian ., 

religion has no right to boait of procuring 

advantages either t0 policy ob .morality. 

Jict us tear ah&H& scfl .MitIl Which it .em+ 

lopes itfelf. Let us penetrate :back ro its 
* ’ 

fource. I&t ‘us purfue it in its courfe, ’ 

we fhall’find ithat founded on ‘impofture, ig- 

norance and credulity, it &mnever be ufeful 

but, to men -who w&b to deceive their fellow- 

deatnms. We /~&II find;that it will never 

ceafe to :generate &ae greateit 4s *m&g 

mankind, and that Mead of producing ‘the 
felicity ‘it pro&&q it isformed to cover ‘the 

e&h with ourrages, and deluge it in blood 5 

t&at it Irvjli #urge the Auman nce in *Ii- , 



rium and Gee, and blind their eyes to their c 
trueit interefis and their plainefi duties. 

CHAPTER II. . I 

Sketch oftbe Hijory of the Jews. 

N a fmali country, almofi unkn6wn 

others, lived a nation, the founders of which 

having long been flaves among,the Egyptians, 

were delivered from their fervitude by a priefi 

o, by means of his iuperior 

edge, gained the afcendancy, 

*his man, known by the name, 
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of Mofes bei?g educated in the myfteries of 

a religion, which was f&tile in prodigies, and 

the mother of fuperfiitions, placed himfelf at 

the head of a band of fugitives, whom he 

perfuaded that he was an. interpreter of the 

will of their God, whofe immediate com- 

mands he pretendedto nsoeive, He proved his 

million, it is faid, by ‘works which appeared 

fupernatural to men ignorant of the opera- 

tions of ,aaxuvc, and the’ tefinaroes of art. 

The firft command which he gave them on 

the part of 8~ God; was torob &r&r nraiters, 

~r~bomtbq wt$q&o~ao B&S, .Wher.he 
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had thus enriched them avith the fpih> of 

Egypt, being fure of their confidence., he C~I+ 

, &&ted them into a defert, where, during 

forty yea.=, he accufiomed them to the blind- 

elt obedience. He taught them the will of 

heaven, the narvellous fables of their fore- 

fathers, and the ridiculous ceremonies to 

which he pretended the lkkft High attached 

his favors. He was particularly careful to 

in&ire them w$h the m& envenomed ha- 

.tred again& the gods. of other nations, I& 

the mait: refi ned cruelty to thok who ,ad&d 

them. By means of carnage, and. fkverity,. L 

rondored them d nation of ‘flaves, sbfecpious 

to%.will~ ready to feeosnd his ,p;dlioRs, ar+d 

is&ice them+es to gratif’y l&s ambitious 

views. In one word, he made the He- 

. brews monfcePs of phrenzy and ferocity. Af- 

ter ,having thus animated them With the f$ 

.rit of, deftru&ion, he fhewtd them rhe, Ian&’ 

and~po&ffions~of their neighbours, as an in-- 

‘heritance afhgned them by God himfclf. 

Proud of the proteAio~ of Jehovah, the 

, 2Zdwews marched forth to vi&ory. I E&ml. , 
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nnthorifed it! them knavery and cruelty. 

&ion, u&ted to avidity, rendered them deaf 

to the cries of nature ; and, under the con- 

duQ of inhuman chiefs, they defiroyed the 

Canaanitifll nations with a barbarity, at 

which.every man mufi revolt, whole reafon is 

not wholly annihilated by fuperfiition. Their 

fury, defiroyed every thing, even infants at 

the breait, in thofe cities whether thefe mon- 

.fers, carried their vi&korious arms. By ihe 

commands of their God, or his prophets, 

gaod faith tias .vi&ted, j&ice ohtraged, and 

crueltp exercifed. 

This nation of robbers, ufurpers, and 

murderer+ length efiablified themfelves in a 

country, qot indeed very fertile, but which 

they founddelicipcs in contparifon with the 

defert in which they had fo long svandered. 

Here, under the authority of the vifbk 

priefts of their hidden God, they founded a 

itate, detefiable to its neighbours, and at ‘all 

times the obje&t of their contempt or their 

hatred. The priefihood, -under the title of a 

Theocracy, for a long ti,m.e gougrned th 
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blind and ferdciom+eopIe. They w&_ptr: 

fuaded that in obeying their priefis ‘they 

obeyed God himfelf. 

Notwithfianding their fup&ition, the 

Hebrews, at length, forced by circum@ances, 

or perhaps weary of the yoke of priefibood, 

determined to have a king, according to the 

example of other nations. But in the e&ice 

of their monarch they thought themielves. 

.obliged to have recourfe to a prophet,’ Thos 

began the monarchy of the Hebrews. Their 

princes, however, were always croffed in their 

enterprifeq by Spired priefis and ambitious 

prophets, who continuaHy laid obfiaclcs in 

the way of every fovereign ~whom they did 

,not find fufficiently fubmiffive to their own 

wills. The hittory of the Jews at all times, 

chews us nothing but kings W&&y obedient. 

to the prieithood, or at war with 3, ‘and .pe- 

rifhing under its blows. 

The ferocious and ridiculous CuperititibPrs 

p of the Jews rendered them at once the natu- 

ral enemies of mankind, and the objeh of 

- t ~&is contempt. They were always t&&e& 
/ E 
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with ggeat’:icverity by ‘thofe who made ir+- 

roads upon their territory. Succe’flively en- 

flavdd by the Egyptians, the <Babylonians, and 

the Grecians, they experienced froin their 

mafters the bitter& treatment, which . 

h: 
l.. 

,I 

indeed but too well deferved. Often _ ‘clifobel 

d&t to their ‘“God, whofe‘own cruelty, as 

weil as the t”y&ny of his priefts, frequently 

$guft.ed them, they were never faithful to 

their $nces. In vain were they crufhed 

beneath fccptres of iron ; it was impoflible to 

render them lcyal fubje&ts. The Jews were 

. slways rhe dupes of their prophets, and in 

ibeir greatefi difireffes, their obfiinate fana- 

ticifm, ridiculous hopes, and indefatigable cre- 

dulity, fupported thein againfi the blows of 

fortune. At lafi, conquered with the ret? of 

rhe e&h, Judea fubmitted to the Roman yoke. 

Defp$zd by their new malters, the ‘Jews 

were treated hardly, and with great haughti- 

n&‘; for their laws, as well as their conduR, 

had infpired *the hearts of their conqw$-s 

with the liveliefi det,efiafion. , Soured. by 

~mi#ortune, they became more blind, far&c, 
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and feditious. Exalted by the pretended pro- 

mires of their God ; full of confidence in ora- 

cles, which have always announced to them a 

felicity, which they have never @Bed; &+ 

couraged by enthufiafis, or by impofiors, wha 

fuccefively profit by their credulity; the 

Jews have, to this day, expe&tedthe coming of 

a MeJab, a monarch, a deliverer, who fhall 

free them from the yokes beneath which they 

groan, and caufe their nation to reign over all 

other nations in the univerfe. 
*. 

1 

CHAPTER III. 
: 

I: N the midit of this nation, thus difpofcd to 

feed on hope and chimera, a new prophet, 
-arofe, whofe f&aries in pro&s of time have 

$anged the face of the earth. A po& Jew, 
I ’ . 

* 
* 

.’ 
“’ 

. . 
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who ptetended to be d&ended frc&&e ray& 

houk of David, * after being long unknown in 

,hisown c&try, emerges from obkurity, aad 

goesf&th to make proi;elytes. He fuccee&d 

amongft fame of the moA ignorant part of the 

popul&e. To ‘them he eaehed his doo- 

trineq a.& t-them iznat ,he was the fan of 

Gd, the deliverer sf his opprefid nation, and 

Rinh alineunced by the prophets. 

lea;, beihg either imp&am, et them- 

ived, rendered a clamorous tetio- 

,&r:p&v&,~-‘and declared that his mif- 

. fio& 8;id been proved’ by hiiracle~ without 

%uinber.’ The only prodigy which he was in- 

capabk of effeEting, ‘was that of &wincing 

* 5% Je~~Joy that efk cva~ tbe fott of one 
I’mdira, or Panther, w Q dadfkduccd bie mother % 
Mary, n mih’ener, tbe w;jc of Jochanan. Accord- 
ing to others, Puodira, by fame art&c, enjoyed brr 
jveral times, wbilc JV thought bi? her d&nd; 
&r, whkcb, fle becoming pregnant, ber hu and,/+ 
,picious of her Jdeiity, retired into Baby on. $ ,Samc 
_Gy that Jcfus was taught magic kr‘ Egypt, fram 
whence t$e went and ex,+Ycd his art in Gali%eeJ 
where de was put to death. 

Vide P$.er, Theol. Jud. and 
Primpra. Lypiiae, ~687. 
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the Jew~,+who, far from being toue+A with , I 
.I+ beneficent and ,mw$lous works, &fed 

him to fuffer an ,ignomi&x+s dez+rh. X&u 

the Son of God died in the fit of alLJ&of~ 

lem ; but his followersd&are that he was&- 

cretly refufcitated ,tbree days, after his death. 

Vifible to them alone,’ and; it&Q& ta du .a+a-. 

tion, which he came to enlighten-and converb 

to his do&trine. Jefuus, after .&s refurr@iorr, 

fay they, converfed fome time. with his di& 

ciples, and,thea afcen&d into, heaven, r&e@, 

.having again .become equal to God the fa&er, 

he fhares with him the adorations and homage& . 

of the fettaries of his law. Thefe, feLtaries,Y ’ 

by accumulatir~g fuperititions, inventing im-, 

poftures, and fabricating.dogmas and mylIe- 

.ries, have, by little. and little; heaped up a 

djitorted and unconne&ted fyfie& of reli@& 

.which is called, Chr$%zn$y, after the na&& 

.’ ‘Chriit its founder. b 
i , .$he’di&rent nations, to which” the Jews 

were fixcefively fubjeaed, hid infe&cd 

‘,,,‘the&r with a muhitude of Pagan dogmas.’ 

.:cI4ius the $e>viih religion, Egyptian, iOn, its ori- 
:, 

E2 

: 

: 
I 



thi2 people, with whom the Jews converfed. 

We need not then&e furprifed, if we fee- the 

Jews and the Chpiilians their fueceffors, filled 

mith notions borrowed oft the Phenicians, the 

~%I@$ or Perfians, the Greeks and the Ro- 

m&m. The errors of dankind refpe&ing re- 

Jigion have a general refemblance ; they ap- 

pear to differ only by their combinations. 
I The acommerce of the Jews and. Cbriltians I 

Keith the Grecians, made them acquainted 

*with: tht.p&fophy of Plato, $o ana@ous to 

’ the mmimic fpirit of the Orient&, and io 

Conformable to the genius of a reli&on which 
\- 
t boa& in being inacceifible to reafoon *. Paul, ; 

;- moR ambitious and ent1~ufia.G of. the 

: Its, .oarried his doctrines, feaConed with 
E, 

i 4 * Drigen fay tAat Cc& reproached Cbr$ wit/l 
havingborrowed many ofhis maximsfiom Piuto. ?~re 
Origen coneaT:cl. chap. I. 6. .Augu ineconfees, 
‘thpt he found the beginning oft& GoJj of Jehn irt a 
P&to. See S. Aug. C&f. 1. vii. ch. ir. .+ xi. .: 
5% notip of the Word is evident$ taken f+~~,~:~ 
Plato ; the Fhurcb has j&e found means of tranj; ,A 
&anting a &atprt~ of Plat:, a{ wEja/! herea& .‘i I 

/’ R 
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*he fubIimc and marvelbus, aqong the peopk 

of Grace and Atia, and even the inhabitaq& 

of Rome. He gained -pr&lytes, .as every 

maa, who addreffes himfeelf to the kgina- 

tion of ignorant people may do ; and he may 

.be j&y fiiled the principal founder of a refi- 

gion, which, without him, could never have 

fpread far ; for the refi of its fotlowero‘, 

were ignorant men, from whom he iooa ie- 

parated himfelf to become the leader of bi 

own fe&t *. i %; 

The conqueits of the Chriitian religion HW 

-in its infancy, generally limited to the vulgar 

and ignorant. It was embraced only by the 

moR abjeA amongit the, Jews and Pagans. It is 

over.men of this defcription that the marvei- 

’ lous has the greateIt influence + An unfor- 

* The Elionites, orjrJl Chrijians, Lo&d @on 
Saint PaujaJ an apoyate and an beretic, betaufe be 
wholly rejecter! the law of Nofes, pobic.$ the ofhefi 

, apoJ1e.s w$ed only to reform. 

+ IbeJrJ Cbrijians were, by way of contempt, 
CaDed Ebionites, wbicbJFgn$et beggars or mendi- 
cants. See Origen contra Celfum, lib. 2. et E&b. 

; 
k ). 

hiit. Eccleii l&.3. c. 37. EEiion,inHebrey&n@ 

F. 1 ‘. 
:. a , 

f .: 
t, 
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ttmate God, the innocent viQim of wicked&is 

and cruelty, and arr enemy to riches and. the. 

gypt, rnt@ have been an obje&t of. confolab 

tian to the wretched. The 8 auaerity, con- 

tempt of riches, and apparently’ difinterefied 

-cares of the+ firit preachers. of the,, gofp,el, 

, whofe ambition was limited to the government 

of /ouls; the equality of rank and property 

enjoined by their religion, and the mutual 

,fuccours interchanged by its followers i there 

were obje&s well calculated to excite the de- 

&r-es of the poor, and multiply' Chrifiians. 

,, T!?c union, concord, and,reciprocal affection, 

LX recommended to the firit Chriftians, muit 

$have been fedu&tive to ingenious n~nds ; 

*‘their fubmifflvz temper, their patience in indi- 

gence, obfcurity, and diitrefs, caufed. their in- 

, fant feQ to be looked upon as little dangerous 

‘in a government accuftomed to tolerate all 
x 

poor. 7’Le &,‘d Ebion &s&e been per onijed 
into the nuaning of an heretic or the leader o / a feA, 
who _wcpe ex&kd from fact-cd things, qnd j&r&e& 
conJiderrda~ men. It promijd them that theyJj5oadg 
.onz day ba*e their turn, and that, iir the o&r lifr, 
~heyJhou/dbe hq$er than their ma&-r. 
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~GQs. Thus, the founders of Chrifiianity had 

many adherents among the ptoph +, wht 

their oppofers and enemies con&d ehitAy of“ ~ 
fame idolatrous priefte and Jews, whob inte- 1 
reft it was to fupport the religion previously 

’ &abliOred. By little and little, this neiv fyf-’ 

teh, covered with the clouds of myttery, took 

deep root, and became too ffrong and exten- 

five to be fupprefid. The Roman gover+ 
ment faw roo’late the progrels of an affoci-+ 

ation it had~defpifrd; The’Chri@ians rI& be- 

* eome numerous,, dared to. brave the Pagan 

Gods, even in their temptes. The empen% 
and magifirates, difquieted at. fuch proceed- 

’ ings, . endeavoured to extinguiQl the fe& I 

which gave ,them umbrage. They periecuted 1 
fuih as they could not reclaim by milder 

means, and whom their fanaticifm had rendered 

. The feelings of mankind are ever’- 

interetted in favour of diitrefs ; and this per- g 

. fecution only ferved to increafe the number of 

the friends of the Chriitians; The fortitude 

! : J a$$ conitancy with which they iuffered tor- 
2, . 

* Le peu& 

: : 



ment, appeared fupernatural and divine in the 

eyes of thofe who were witneik to it ; their 

enthufiafm communicated itfelf, and produced 

ne.w advocates for the fe&, whoie deftruQion 

was attempted. 

After this explanation, let Chrifiians no 

Jonger boait the marvellous progreis of their 

religion. Itwas the reiigion of poverty ; it an- 

,zrounced a God who was poor. It was 

pieached by the poor, to j the, poor and igno- 

rant. It gave them coniolation in their mifec 

‘TY. Even its gloomy ideas were analogous ,ta 

the difpofition of bdigent and unhappy men,. 

The union and concord. io much admired in 

?&earlier Chrifiiins, is, by no means, iur- 

.prifing. An infant and opprefled ieQ natu- 

‘My remain united, and dread a reparation 

of inteteits. It is afioniihing, that, in thof{ 

early days, men who were thcmirlves perfe- 

cutea and treated as malcontents, fiould pre- 

fume to preach intolerance and .perfecution. 

‘r;he tyranny krercifei againa them wror,lght 

no change in their ientiments., .Tyranng 6n- 
. 

ly irritates the human mind, which is 
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invincible, when thofe opinions are attacked 

towhich it has attached its we3are. Such .is 

,the inevitable effeZt of pe&ecutioti. ykt 

ChiitKans, who ought to be undeceived.by$he 

I exampleof their own feQ, have to this day 

been, incapable of dive&g themfeivee of /the 

fu?y of perfecution. 

The Roman emperors, having ,themfelves 

become Chrifiians, that is to Cay, carried away 

bjt a general torre&,which obliged them to 

aiiail themfelves,of the fuIjport of a powerful 

$&& feated religion on the throne. They 

proteQed the church and ita mini&s, pnd en- 

deavoured to infpire their courtiers with their 

bwn ideas. Thiy beheld with a jealous eye 

thofe who retained their attachment to the 

rncirnt religion. They, at length, interdi&ed 

.i]le exercife of it, aud finified by forbiddit+t 

inder the pain of death. They perfecuted 

without meafure, thoie, who held to the tipr- 

hii, of their ancefiors. .The Chriitians qow 

d the Pagans with interefi, the’ evils 

ch they had before fuffered from them. 

Roman empite was shaken with con- 
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’ vulfons, caufed by the unbridled zeal of {o_- 

vereigns and thofe pacz$c priefb, who had jufi 

before preached nothing but mildnefs and to- 

leration. The emperors, either from policy 

or _fuperRition, loaded the priefihood with 

gifts and benefa&tions, which indeed were, 

feldom repaid with gratitude. They efiablifll- 

ed the authority of the latter ; and at length 

7 refpe&ed as divine *hat they had themfelves 

created. Priefis were relieved from. all civil 

fun&ions, that nothing might divert their 

minds from their iacred minXtry.* Thus the 

leaders of a once infignificant and oppreffed 

i&t became independent. Being at lafi 

more powerful than kings, they foon arro- 

gated to themfelves the right of timmanding 

’ them. Theft priefis of ,a God ofpeace, aimoft 

continually at variancekwith each other, com- 

municated the fury of their pafhons to their 

followers ; and mankind were afionifhed to 

behold-quarrels and miferies engendered, un-‘ 

der the Iarv of grace, which they had neverix- 

+ See Tilleraon:9s Life of Cotaanntine. Vo].’ ii.’ 
Art. 32. . 

1. I 
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perienced under the peaceful, reign of the Di- 

vinities, who had formerly fhared without d?- 

pute, ihe adoration of mortals. 

Such was the ptogrefs of a SuperMan, in- 

nocent in its origin, but whir+, in its courfe, 

far from producing happinefs .among mankind, 

became a bone of content+, and a fruitful 

fource of calamities. 

Peace upon earth, and good will towards mep. 

Thus is the, gt$pel an~oqce$, $&h has 

coil the human race more blood than all other ’ 

religions of the earth,+taken cqlle&tively. 

Lope, the Lord thy God with all tby&epgtb, 

&thy neighgr as tb$ef. 

This, according to the God and LegiflAor 

of the Chriftians, is the fum of their,duties. 

Yet we. fee it is impofflble for Chriitians 

to love that revere, and capricioqs God, 

whom they worfhip. Qn the other. hand, we 

fee them eternally buiied in tormenting, perfe- 

cuting, and defiroying their neighbours and 

bothsen. 

To find an explanation of thefe contra- 

diaions, it is fufficient to ca& our eyes upon 

F 
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thi cdd whiih the Chrifiians inherited from 

.the Jews. Not contented’ with the ihocking 

colours in which he was painted, the ChriltialEs 

h&e itill- more disfigured !iis portrait. The 

Legiffator of the Hebrews ipeaks only of, 

thk tranfient punifiments of this life ;, the 

Chriitian repreients his God as pouring out 

unbounded vengeance to all eternity. In one 

word, Chrifiian fanaticiim feeds itielf with the 

idea of an hell, where its God, tnndormed 

‘into a ferocious executioner, as unjufi as im- 

placable, ihall bathe hiniielf in the tears of 

& wretched creatures, aSA perpetuate their 

exifience, to render them eternally miferable. 

There, clpthed in vengeance, he ihall mock at 

the torments of finners, and -1ifien with rap-. 

t,ure‘ to the groans with which they ihal make 

the brazen roofs of their priions refound ; 

not the imallefi hope .of iome difiant termina- 

qtion of their pains, ihall give them an interval 

of imaginary relief. 

’ The Chrifiiahs in adopting the terrible 

God of the Jews, have iublimed his cm&y. 

They repreient him as. the mofi capricious, 
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wicked, and cruel tyrant, whicit the human 

mind can conceive, and fuppofe him tQ treat 

his fubje&tts with a barbarity and injufiice tNlly 

worthy of a demon. In order to be convinced 

of this truth, let us coritemplate, for a mp- 

mm, a pi&ure of the Jewish m)tho$gpi. 

adopted and rendqed ifill more ertraqp 

by the Chrifiians. 

. QQlF’TER IV. 
_--- -. -. 

’ 

and Ais Candut?, given UJ GJ~ the Ch$Gn Rc- ligion. 
G OD, by an inconceivable ‘ati of hi 

omnipotence, created the univerfe out of 

nothing.* He made the earth for the reG 

* Ex nihilo nihil fit, wa3 conjdercd at aa.~x.- . 
iom 6y ancimt pbilojobers. 7be c&t& m ad. 
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hence ad man, whom he created in his own 

image. Scarcely had this tnan, the prime ob- 

jec2 of the labors of his God, feen the light, 

wh:n his Creator t’et a fnare for him, in- 

io which he undoubtedly knew that he 

mu8 frill. A &pent, who jfpeaks, feduaes 

a woman, who is not at all furprifed at this 

phenomenon. She, being perfuaded by the 

ferpent, folicits her hurland to eat of a fruit 

forbidden by God himfe!i.. Adam, ‘the father 

of the human race, by this light fault, draws 

upon himfelf and his innocent pofierity in- 

numerable, evils, which. tie fpupwed, but not 

tccrninated by death. By the offenCe of onlr 

oJle man, the wh6le hiiman race incurs ahe 

wrath of God, and they are at length,puniihed 

for involuntary faults with an univerfal de- 

luge. God repents having peopled the earth, 

and he finds it eafier to drown and de&the 

human race, than to change their hearts. 

mitthd by Cbr$nns of tl,eprefht day, that if to Say, 
ths ed&on of all things flom nothing, is 4 t&o- 
logical invention, not, inrkcd, af very remote date: 

The word‘ Barab, wbic6 is ufed in GeneJis, _/@i- 
Jcr to compofe, arrange, to difpofe matter already: 
exifiing. 



-A fmall number of the. jufi, howem, cf_ 

caped this deitru&ive flood ; but the deluged 

earth, and the deRruQion of mankind, did not 

fatiate the implacable vengeance of their crea- 

tar. A new generation appeared.,. .X%efe, 

although d&ended from the friends of God; 

whom he had preferved in the general ihip: 

wreck of the world, incenie hj6 by new. 

crimes. The Almighty is reprefented aq hav- 

ing been incapable-of rendering his creature 

iuch as he deGred him. A nei to&t’ bf 
corruption carries away mankind ; and wrath 

is again excited in the bofom of Jehovab. 

Partial in his affeaions and his’pref&rences, 

He, at length, cafis his eyes on an idolatrous 

Affyrian. He enters into an alliance with this; 

man, and covenants that his pofierity ihall be- 

multiplied to the number of the fiarsof heaven, 

or the iands of the‘ iea, and that they &ll 

’ for ever enjoy the favor of Gdd. To th&- 

choien race he reveals his will ; for them, un- 

mindful of his j&ice, he .deRroys whole na- 

tions. Neverthelefs, this favored race is ii& 

be, more happy or more attached to their bob. 

F2 *” ,, ., I* 



They.“fly to itrange gods, from whom they 

leek fuccours, which are refufed to them by 

their own. ‘They frequently infult the God 

who is able to exterminate them. Sometimes 

he pun&es, fometimes confoles them; one 

while he hates them without caufe, and an; 

other careffes them with as little reafon. At 

I?$, finding it imiollible to reclaim this per- 

yerfe people, for whom he continues to feel 

the warmeg tendernefs, he fends amongit 

‘rhem his own ion. To this ion they will not 

ken. What do 1.' fay. 2 This heloved Con, 

equal to God his father, is lkt to an ignomi- 

$ous death by his favorite nation. His father, 

at the fame time, . . finds it impofhble to fave the 

human race, without the facrifice of: his own 

font Thus, an innocent God becomes the 

v&m of a jufi God, by whom he is beloved. 

$oth.e&fznt to this itrange facrifice, judged 

neceii‘ary by a God, who knows that it will be 

ufelefs to an hardened nation, which ‘nothing 

can reclaim. We fhould expe&t ‘that ihe 

,(l&th ,pf_+is God, beiqg ,ufelefk, to Ifrael,’ A&, ,,. .‘.‘, I 
ferve, at led?; to expiate the firis of’ the’ gel? 
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of thehuman race. Notwithitanding theeternal 

alliance with the Hebrews, folemnly fworn to 

by the Mot% High, and fo many times renew- 

ed, that favorite nation find. themfelves at Iafi 

deferted by their God, who could not reduce 

them to obedience. The merits of the iuf- 

ferings and death of his fan, are aIjplied 

to the nations before excluded fromhisbounty. 

Thefe are reconciled to heaven, now become 

, 

more jufi in regard to them, and return to 

grace.. Yet,, in f$& of allthe&o&‘%f God, 

his favors are lavifhed in vain. ‘M&kind 

continue to Gn, enkindle the divine wrath, and 

render themfelves worthy of the eteqnil pu- 

nifhments, previoufly prepared and deitined 

for the greater part of the human race. 

Such is the faithful hiftory of the God, on 

whom the foundation of the Chrifiian religidn . 

is laid. His co&&t being fo’ Itrange; ‘cruel, 

and oppdfite to all reaion; is it furprifing to 

fee the wbrthippers of this God. ignoranl of 

their duties, deititute of humanity and j&ice, 

at$ itriving to atLnulate themfelves to the 

‘) ‘model of ‘that~btibaroud divinity which they 
, 
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adore I What .indulgence have mankind a 

right to exps&k from a God, who fpared not 

even his own Con ? What indulgence can the 

ChriRian, who believes this fable, fhew to his 

fellow-creature ? Ought he not to imagine that _I 
the furefi means of pleaGng)ris God, is to imi- 

tate his ferocity and cruelty * ? 

It isat leafi evident, that the feLtaries of 

fuch a God mufi have a precarious morality, 

founded on principles defiitute of all firmneb. 

This God in fa&t, is not always unjufi and 

cruel ; his condu&t varies. Sometimes he ap- 

pears to have created all nature for man alone j 

at oth&s, he feems to have Greated man only 

as an obje&, whereon to exercite his arbitrary 

rage; Sometimes they are cherished by him 

notwithfianding all their faults j at others, the 

whole fpecies is condemned to eternal miferp 

for an apple. Thii unchangeable God is al- 

ternately agitated by anger and love, revenge 

* 3% fdcr$ce oJ!frhe fan of Ggd ix nuntionrd a~ a 
proof of bb bcn~~&~e. 13 it not rather 4aproDf cf &.I 
ferocity, crnelty, and implacable vengfance ? A good 
Chri&n, oa his de&b-bedfaid, *‘ be bad never bceri 
e&/e to co&w &XV a gmd God co&ipllt. an ia9o? 
cent Godto death, to appeafe a jull God.” 
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and pity, benevoIence and fury. His cc,n_ 

du& is continually deititute’of that uniformi- 

ty, which charaaerifes wiidom. Partial in 

his affetiions, he makes it the duty of his fa- 

vourite people to commit deliberately the. 

nlofi atrocious crimes. He rommandr;:th&. 1’ 

to violate good faith,’ and contemn the rights 

of nations. He enjoins upon them the com- 

miffion of robbery and murder. Or, other 

occafions, we fee him forbiddin,g the fame 

c&A, 1 ordainihg j&ice, ,inii‘ +&S$q to i 

mankind abRinence from whatever di#w; 9 .’ 

.the g6od order of fociety. Th+ God, whois ’ 8 

31 turn BAyled the God of VengeaHcc, ,the God 
t 

of Mercies, the God of Avms, and the .God . 

of Peace is ever at variance with himfelf. His : 

fubje&& are confequently each one at liberty , 

to ‘copy ,that part of his conduLL, tihich:-he pi 

finds mbit congenial to his humour.* Hence. 

their moraiity becomes arbitrary. is it” i‘ur- * 

prifing, that ChriRians have never yet been 

abie to agree amongit phe~~felves, ‘whether ii 

would be moR plealing to rlleir God to tole- ~ 

r&‘:the various opinions of mankind, or to ’ l :,’ . 
exterminate all, who differ from themfelves 1 - b ~ 
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is fuppofcd to be a tyrant, whofe co>duQ had 

no rule but his own caprice, and who cannot 

continue to be a model for us ;‘haviyg no 

longer any relation wlth us ; feeing all .rela- 

tions mufi be reciprocal. If nothing be due ’ 

from God to his creatures, how can any thing 

be due from them to him ? If, as we are con- 

tinually told, men are to God, US ihe &y itz 

the harrds of the potter, no moral relation can 

exifi between them. It@, nevertheleb, upon 

thofe relations that all religion -is founded. 

, Therefore, to fay that God has no duty towards,. 

his creatures, and that his j&ice is diEerent 

from that of mankind, is to fap the foundati- 

ons of all religion and jut&e, which neeeE+ 

rily fuppofe that God ought to reward man- 

kind for doing good, and punish them for , . 
doing evil. 

In fine, howcan the followers of the Cfirif- 

tian fyfiem reconcile that barbarous condu&t, 

and thofe fanguinary commands, attributed 

to him in the Scriptures; with his goodnefs 

or$is wifdom ? And. how can goodnels be 

an’ attrzbute of a God, who has created mo& 



of the h&man race only to damn them.eter- 

nally ? 

Here we ihall be told that the conduEt of 
God is, to us, an impenetrable myltery, that 

we have no .right to fcrutinize it, and that 

our feeble reafon mu& be 1oR whenever it at- 

tempts td found ;he .depths of divine wifdom. 

_We are informed that we mufi adore in 

iilenk, and tremblingly fubmit to the oracles 

.of a God, who has himfelf’iufficiently made 

known his will in his holy Scriptures. ?;his 

is what they call revelation,’ $0 which we pro- 

ceed in the next chapter. 

CHAPTER V. 
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Chr;fiian religion ! Is not the nfe of r&ion 

forbidden, in the examination of tt~$arveil 

lous dogmas, with which we are‘pefented by ’ 

this religion ? Does it not ccq+wally exclaim. 

againfk B p+%~p W+PI, which it accufes ,of 

inMhciency, a.nd, often regards as rebellious 

co heaven ! In order to be capable of judging 

of divine revelation, we mu& ,have a juit id&t 

of the Divinity, But, feeing human reafon 

is too weak and groveling te cxalt,~&~f bto a% 

acquaintance with the Super& Being; %r;om 1 

4vhat fource fball we derive that idea, befide 

revelation itfelf 3 Thus revelation itfeif, is t? 

become the proof ofrhe authority of revelati- 

on. Let us pafs On from this conjurer’s circle, 

and open the facred books,, deemed 80 en- 

lighten mankind, and before which reafon 

muft fall pro&-ate. Do they exhibit any pre- 
cife ideas of,the God, who& oracles they an- 

nounce ? gan we draw from them any ju& 

conceptions of his attributes 3 Es not this God 

reprefented as a mafs of contr;ldi&wy, *a$- 

ties, which form an explicabIe ,enigm~~;~ ,# 

~i$sepela+m be, as is fuppofed? .,an e&r& 

G 
.’ 

‘, 
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on from God himf&f, who can confide in 

‘him ? J&es he not paint himfelf as falfe, 

unjufi, de&itfuI and cruel ; as fetting fnares 

for nankiadr, f+ucing, hardening, and lead- 

ing them aftray’?” Thus the man, delirous of . 

b&g a&red of the twth of Chrifiian revela- 

tion, finds himfelf, at the lirdt,fiep of enqui- 

ry, plunged into diftrufi and perplexity, 

which is increafed by the interminable dif- 

put& of hk facred guides, who have.nerer 

been able to agree upon the manner of under- 

. ftanding the oracles of a Divinity, which they 

’ fay has revealed itfelf. 
‘. 

‘rhe hefitation and fear of the man, who 

honeAly examines the revelation adopted by 

Chrifiians, mu!? redouble, when he iees their 

God reprefented as revealing himfelf only .to 

a few favorites of the human race, while he 

carefully conceals. himfelf from the remain- 

der, to whom, notwithitanding this, rev&Cm 

+ By the Script-es andthe Fathers of the CbgrcB, 
Ged is always repmj&tteda$ a Jeducer. ye per- 
~‘t~~bEtic to Ie Seduced by a Serpent. He hqdem the 
heart 3f PbaZoah. Cbr$ himfe~, iJ a itone of 
Rumbling. Such are tbt,,points gf v:lew ‘h&r 
&ich he Divinity is rx&&ed to UJ? 



is equally necetfary. He mufi be uncertain 
I 

whether or not he is of the-number, to fhom. 

this partial God deigns to makehimfelf known;. 

Mu!t not his heart be ‘troub!ed at the figho*& 

a God, who vouehfafes to d&over himfelf; 

and announce his decrees, only to a .number 

of men, inconfiderable in comparifon with the 

whole human race ? Is he not tempted to ac- 

cufe this God of a malevolence-too ‘dark; 

when he finds that for want .of revealing him: 

ielf-to fo m+iny millions of mankind, .& ;tis 

caufed their inevitable mifery through an .e& 

I& fuccefflon,of ages. What ideas _mufI he 

form to himfelf of a. God, who iufli&,@is 

punishment upon them for their ignorance of 

fecret laws, which he has published by @ealth 

in an;obfcure and unknown comer of AGQ f 

. Thus Chriitians, even when they confult 

the fcriptures, find all things confpiring to 

p=ut them on their guard againit the God er-’ 

hibited therein. Every thing mfpires difiru!t 

of his moral charatier:’ ‘Ah things noat iu un~ 

certainty. His God, in concert with the pre- 

tended interpreters of his will, ~LXVXIS ta have 

, 
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fcrmed t%e defign of redoubling the da&n& 

of his ignorance. He is, however, told, in or- 

&to appeafe his doubts, that the revealed 

will of God ronfifis of rq&&e.r; that is to 

fay, ihings inacccflible to humad underfiaad-’ 

it@. In this cafe, what need was there of 

having fpoktn ? Ought a God to reveal him- 

felf to mankind for the fole purpofe of PJO$ be- 

kg comprehended. Js not fuch eondu& as rL 

dicaloiis as it is unreafonable ? To f+that 

, God has re.peaIed himfetf onlp to armoun~e 

my*ries, is .b ,fafr -that, h41 has revezled hii- 

/ f?M in order to remain tink~~~wn, .to c&&f - 

iram us kis views, embarrafs il\sr underltand- 

iqs, and augment ow ignorance and uneeep 

raintp. 

A true rev&&n, proceeding from a ju& 

ind good Go&and nece&y to all mankind, 

eught to: be clear enough to be underfiood 

by all the human race. But wiil the revs- 

lation, upon which Judaifm and ChriSa& 

$re founded,’ bear the tefi of this criteqion ? 

The Eleinents cf Euclid are intelligibie to a!‘i 

who endeavour to cnderffand them. Thi8 

work excites no diipute among Geometri- ’ 

cians. Is it fo with the Bible ? and doitsre- 
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~vcal~ti frrftAp,occafion no difputes among di- 

vines ? By what fatality, have wrirings, T+ 

veiled by God himfelf, frill need ~of;commeke- 

Caries ? and why do they demand additi&nal 

lights from on high, before they can .be Ak- 

lieved or underltood. Is it not :&5nifhkg, 

that what was intended as -a guide for ‘mpn- 

kind, should be wholly adove, their. camprk- 

henfion ? Is is not cruel that what is of meft 

importance to them;:Wd~ be. le&kn~rt;? 

All is.myfie,ry, Pdarknefs, uticetitihty, a&d* ra2p- 

ter of di+ute, in a religion, intended ,by the ’ 

Mott High to enlighten the human race. I 1 

Ear from contenting, themklves’ witlri & 

pretended. myfieries, contained ,k the k$p- 

tures, the priefis o f the Chriftian religion 

have, from age t6 age invented new &es, 

which, though never mentioned bj+ <h&q God, 

their difcipk are : forced to he&eve. I% 

Chrifiian can entertain a doubt cckxern~ing 

the myfieries of the Trinity, the Jocarnation, 

and the e,%cacy of Lcraments; and yet 

Chri& never explained thefe ’ fubj’e&k, k- 

mdng Chrifiik e&y thing feems tb be aban- 

G2 
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doned to the imagination, caprice, Lnd a%- 

tlrary decifion of priefis, who arrogate to them- 

fehes the right of fabricating myfieries and 

a&es of faith, as their interefis occafionally 

reqmre. Thus, thii revelation perpetuates it- 

felf by means of the church, which pretends 
\ 

t&be infpired by God, and which, far from 

enlightening the minds of her chiIdren, de- 

Eghts to confound and plunges them in a lea 

of uncertainty. 

Snch are the eEe&Is of this reielation, which 

forms the bafis of the qhricin M&on, an& 

’ $f the reality of which, we are not’ permitted 

to doubt. God, it is faid, has fpoken to 

mankind. ,But when has he fpoken 2 Thou- 

iands of years ago, by prophets and mfpirett: , 

-men, whom he has chofen as organs of coin- ’ 

munication with mankind. Bt&how can ik 

&e proved ;o have been God %mWf, ‘who,‘ 

fpoke, except by having recourfe ‘to tht teiti- 

mony of the very perfons who pretend tohave 

r&&d his commands ? Thefe,$rerpreters “f 
0 

the divine will were then mnen; and &e not 

glen liable to be decei$ed themklves,~ atid 

, 



prone to deceive others ? pow then can wc 

d&over what confidence is due to the teiti- 

many. which thefe organs of heaven give in J 

favor of their own miffron-? Ho.w fhaI1 we be 

made iure, that they have not been the dupes 

of fame illufmn or an over-heated imagination2 

At this remote period, how can we be cereain 

that Mofes converfed with God, andieccived 

from him the law which he communicated to 

the Hebrews ? What was the temperament of 

this Mores ? Was he phlegmaiic, or enrhu- 

iiafiic, honefi, or knavifh, ambitious, or &IS .. 

terefied ; a praQifer of truth, or of falfehood ? 

What confidence can be placed- in ‘the tefti- 

mony of a man, who, after pretending to have 

performed fo many miracles, could not con- 

vert his people from idolatry ; and who, after 

having caufed forty feven thoufand I~raeli&_r *’ 

peri& by thtz fword, has the effrontery to’ aE 

fume the title of the meek@ of mankind? 3s it, 

certain that the books, which are attributed to 

pllofes, and report Co many miracdlous circnm- 

iances, are perfeQly authentic ? In fine, what, 

..pr.oof have wcof his mi&ion, except the teat . 
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mony of a number of fuperfiitious, ‘ignorant, 

and credulous. Ifraclites, who were probably 

, the dupes of a ferocious legislator ? , 

What proofs does the CkItian religiori 

give,us of the miffton of Jefus Chrifi ?’ fire’ , 

we acquainted with his charaQqrand tenpera- 

ment ? ‘What degree of confidence can *we 

place in the teitimony of his difciples, whd, ,by 

theii own corifefflon, were ignorant and un- 

ldarned men, and, confequently, liable: 1~0 be 

impofcd upon by the artifices of a dexterous 

impofior? Ought not the tefiimony of the . 

molt learned in Jerufalem to have greater 

weight with us, than that df the loweit vulgar, 

.whofe ignorance always renders them the 

,,dupes of thofe WbQ endeavour to ,deceive ’ 

them ! Thefe enquiries br.ing us to an ‘kxami+ 

nation of the pro,ofs which are adducedin cup- 

I port of the Chriftian religion. I ., 



e7u ’ 

Of the Proofs of th Cbt$?iar8 Religiotz, Mi+ 
cles, Prophecies, and Martyrs. ’ 

W E have feen, in the’ preceding chap- 

ters, what juit reafons there aTe to $oubt the 

authenticity of tb r&eI&iori of the ‘Jews pnd 

Chrtiians. And further, relaaive ta this &G 

cle, Chriitianity has no advantage over ani 

other religion. 411 the rirligions on earth, 
i I: 

noiwithftanding their difc&d&&, deck& 

that they have emanated from God, and pre- 

tend th poffefs an exclufivk right to hii favors. 

The Indian afferts, that the &aaa .himf’elf is 

the author of his worfhip. F Scandmav% 
&&es his from the awful Odin. If the Jew’ 

and the Chrifiian have received theirs froti 

Jehovah, by the miniitry of Mores and Jcfus ; 

the ,MApmktan affirms, that he has received 

orsrj his prophet, infpired by the iarrre 

Tkus a11 religions pretend tb a di- 
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vine origin ; and they all interdi&t the’ I& af 

reafon in the examination of their facred titles. 

,Each pretends to be the only true one, to the 

exclufion of all others. All menace with the 

wrath of heaven thofe who refufe to fubmit 

to their authority ; and a!1 acquire the cha- 

ra&ber of falfehood, by the palpable contradie- 

tions, with which they are fil!cd ; by the 

mifhapen,, obfcure, and often odious ideas 

which they give of the Godhead ; by the 

khimfical laws, which they attribute to him, 

and’ by the bifputes, which they’ generate 

amongfi theiifeaaries. In fine, they all ap- 

pear to be a mars’ of impofturei and reveries, 

equally di’fgufiiiag to reafon. Thus, on the 

f&e of pretentions, the ChriRian religion has 

fro a’dvantage over the other fuperfiitions, with 

u?hich the world is infe&ed ; qnd its divine 

or&$ is contefced by all others with as muck 

propriety as theirs is denied by it. 

Hou: then hli we decide in its favour ? 

Ho& prove the validity of its pretenfions ! 

Has it any fuperior qualities, by which it”,mg- 

rits the preference? And if fo, what are the$ ,,:, ?. 
. . 

../ l._ 
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Dr:: It, bcrkr tim any ctticr, make us ac- 

C_i!iFiiilt!?Cl ir-itii :I:;: n:;l:l; L ai:d e%znce of God ? 

Alas ! ii or];: ~k-nders them mori incompre- 

h3lGblC. It rqxlents him as a capri- 

C~C;L!S tyrnnt, whore whim!& are fometinies j 

fal-Or:;blc, but more commonly inju+ioM foF 

mantind. Does it render mankind better’ 

Alas ! it arms them againit each other, en- 

ders them iutoleraaat, and- forces them to but- 

cher t!xir brethren. Does it render empir& 

flouriffring ant? pow&l ? Wherevet it reigns, I 

do ‘tire not fee the people debafed, deftit& cf 

energy, and ignorant of true morality ? What 

then are the proofs which ;ae to efiablifi the 

‘fuperioriti of the Chriftian religion’.ovcr all 1 

others ? We are anfwer:d, ‘6 miracles, pro: 
; 
i 

phecics, a$ martyrs.“. But thefe are to be- $ 

found in all religions of the earth. Th.ere are 
: 
I 

in all nations fJfen, who, being fupkqr ,to thy 

vulgar in fcience and cunning, deceive ihem 

,I 

with impoiture, and dazzle them with per- .@_ J 

formances, which are judged to be fupernatu- 1 :I 

ral, by men ignorant of the fececret’s of paturc 

and tlk? refources of art, 

. . ,. . ., 
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If the Jew cite the miracles of Mofes, I fee 

them performed before a people moft ignorant, 

abjeti, and credulous, whole tefiimony has no 

weight with me. I may, alfo, fufpeQ that 

thefe pretended miracles have been inferted in 

the facred books of the Hebrews, long after 

the death of thofe, who might have teftified the 

truth concerning them. ,If the Chriitians cite: 

Jerufalem, and the tefiimong of all Gallilee, 

to prove the miracles bf ChriR, I fee them 

atteited only by an ignorant populace ;. ‘or, 1 

demand how it could be pofible that an en- 

tire people, who had been witneffcs to the 

miracles of Chrift, fiould confent to his death, 

and even earnefily demand it ? Would the 

pedple of London or Paris buffer a man, who 

had raifed the dead, refiored the blind to fight, 

and healed the lame and paralyth to be put to 

death before their eyes ? If the, Jews demand- 

ed the death of Jefus, all hiskiracles are at 

once annihilated in the mind of every vnpre- 

judiced perfon. 

May we not, alfo, oppoie to the miraclesaf 

&fofes, aqd Chyifi, thofe performed by; Maho:‘, 

. 
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met in prefence of all Mecca and Arabia a&m- 

bled ? The effe&I of his miracles, was at leait; 

to convince the Arabians tllat he was a di-’ 

vine perfon. The miracles of Jefus;*convinc-J 

ed nobody of his minion. Saint Paul himfelF;~ ’ 

who afterwards became the m&t ardent of his 

difciples, was not convinced by the miracles; 

of which,’ in hi< time, there ekified To’ many’ : 

witneil&. A neat one was neceffdry for his 

convi&Gon. And, bp 4&t light do .they at 

this day demand belief of rkiracles whkhk&ld 

not convince, even in the time of the Apof- 

ties ; that is to iay, a f%ort time after they 

t;ere wroughk? 
> ’ 
r 

Let it not be faid that the miracles~of Chriit, 

are as we& attefked as ‘any fa& in pro* 

phane hifiory, and &at to doubt them is as re- ’ 

&c&us as to do& the exifience of Scipio or 

C&a,r, which WI! befievq only on the report of 

the hifiorians by whom they are men_tioned. 

The exiitence of a man, of the gene+ of -atl 

army, or an hero, is nut improbable 3 ,ireitk‘ 



is it a miracle. * We believe the probable 

f@s, while we reje&, with contempt, the 

miracle! recounted by Titus Livius. The 

mofifiupid credulity is often joined to the moR 

dittingu~fhed talents. Of this, the Chrifiian re- 

ligion furnithes uswith innumerable examples. 

rh matters’of religion, all tefiimony is’liabIe,to 

fufpicion. The mofi enlightened men fee but 

ill, when they are intoxicated with enthufiafm, 

and dazzIed by the chimeras of a wild imagi- 

nation. A miracle is a thing impofiible in the 

order of nature. If this be changed by God, 

%e iS not immutable. 
\ 

It will pr;obably be faid, that, without 

changing the order. of things, God and his fa-’ 

vorites could not find refource$,& nature un,; 

known to mankind in general. But thtn thiii 

.* A Supernaturnl ev&t rquircs, in order to be be- 
&oed, much&onger proofs than a fas in no wzye 

ory to p>obabihy. It is eafy to believe, up* 
of I’hilcJtr-ates, that Appofionias exi& 

exijhce has nothing in it tbat@oc& 

,’ will not leiieve Yhifo&ate~, when be 
ollonious performhd miraGs. I be- 

&@ <bat J$is died ; but ldo tyt believe tha(, 
he ar$e from the dead. . 1 I 

.T.’ 
, 
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works would no longer be fupernatural, and 

would have nothing of the ma&ellous. ‘A 

miracle is an effe& contrary to the eftablifhed 

laws of nature. God himfelf, therefore, can- 

not perform miracles without countera&ng 

the infiitutions of his own wifdom. A wife 

man, having feen a miracle, might with pro- 

priety doubt the evidence of his own ‘fenfes. 

He ought carefully to examine, whether the 

extraordinary effe&, which he does not c&n- 

prehend, proceeds not from fame natdr&aufe, 

whore manner of&Iing he does not underfiand. 

*But let US fuppofe, for a moment, that mi- 

racles may exiR, and that thofe of Chrifi were 

real, or, at leafi, that they were inferted in 

the gofpels by%perfons, who imagined they had 

feen them. Are the witneffes who traufmitted, 

or the ApoRles who f&v them, extremely de- 

ferving of credit ? And have ‘we not a right to 

refufe their teitimonies ? Were thofe. witneffes 

very deferving men ? By the confefhon of t&e 

ChriRians themfelves, they .were ignorant,m% 

taken from the dregs of the people> aud confey 

quently credulous and incapable of ,invcf$?+ 



tion. Were thofe.witueffe$ difinterefiedrNo_; 

it WZS, undoubtedly, their chief interefi to 

fupport thoie miracles, upon which were fuf- 

.pended, the divinity af their ma&t,, ;ind the 

truth of the religion they were endeavouring 

to citablifh. Are thofe miracles confirmed by 

the tefkimoa~ of co-remprary hi0.6ms ?. Not 

one of them has mentioned thofe extmordi- 

nary fa&. We find not a Gngle Jew or Pa- 

gan in the iugerfiitious city of J&&&q who 

,heard.even a word of the mofi marvellous fa&ts 

that ever were recorded, and&&s which hap- 

pcned in ihe mklfi of them. The miracles of 

Chrift were ever atteited by Chrifiians only. 

We are requefied to believe, that, at the 

death of the Son of God, the earth qu&d, 

the fun was darkened, and t e. dead aroie. h 

Now does it bppen that iueh extraordinary 

events have been noticed only by an handful 

‘of Chrifkians ? Were they the only perfans 

a~aha perceived them t We ‘are toId, alis, that 

‘#Sit arc& from, the dead ; to prove: which, : 

hey appeaI to the teitimony of his &of&~ 

+ followers. Would not one folemn appa- 
I 

1 5 
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ritioh in: fame public place, have bea. n@f~ 

decifive than all, thofE clandeK$e, ones, ma& 

to perfons intereRetect. in&e formation of a new 

fe@ ? ,?I% ChrifIian fiitlw ;~cco$@ to St* 

Paul, is. founded on the refurreQion:d Cht$k, 
This, then, ought to have been denao&r@ed 

to mankind, in the clearefi and mofi indifpbt- 

able manner. * , 

Have, we not room to accufe the-Saviourof 

the world withwant ofbenevolerq 5 iv ihewing 

himcelf only ‘to, h~difippleee Ed- &vo&s. .? ‘&z 

feems that he did not defire tha; all the world 

should believe in him. The Jews, it is tid, 

deferie to be blinded, fir putting C$$ft:to 

death. But, if this be the cafe,. why did the 

apofilespreach to them the gofpel ? Could jt be 

* ‘2% Bgrilidiars and Corinthians, heretics who 
lived in the infancy of ChriJiqnity, maintai~d t&t 
Jefis was *of dead, and tbf# Sirno@ Ac CJrenkn qua3 
cr+jed in his place. See Epiph, Haer., c. 28, 
“I%us, there were men,from the dirtb of tbe cbut& 
who doubtedthe cruc$ixion am.2 con$pe&?y the sp 

furreDion of ChriJ ; and yet .we are, exhorted to beliqc 
them at tbe pefent day. , 

Hz 



expe%ted that. the Jews would believe tile repay 

Of the apofiles, rather than their’ own eyes I 

Miracles appear to have. been invented t& 

fG;pply the want o$ good teafons. Truth and 

ividence have no need of miracles to enfur& 

their reception. Is it nut very aitonifhingthti 

God Almighty fho~ld And it ealier to &range 

the order oi nature, than to convince mankind 

of tfuths the moft evident, and calculated to 

fcrcetheir aifent ! Miraclesnere mada to prove 

&ings which it is impoflible tobeIieve. There 

.is no neeil of miracles when we talk of rcafon. 

Things incredible are here adduced in proof 

of incredible things. Almofi all impo%rs 

‘who have fabricated religions, have announced 

‘incredibiiities to mankind. They have after- 

terwards, fabricated miracles in proof of thofe 

incredibilities. ‘6 You cannot comprehend” 

&id they, ‘6 what I tell you ; dut I will clear- 

,ly.prove to you that I tell the truth, by doing 

&ings, &at you cannot. comprehend.” Peo- 

,I!le haye in ail ages been overcome b;p this bril- 

liant ndoning. A pa&on f& the’marvejlous 

has prevatcd enq&y. Mankind’ have 1~f 
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perceived that miracles could neither prove in% 

pofftbilities, nor change the e&ence of, truth, 

Whtiever wonders a man, or, if you pleafe, a. . 
God’ may perform, they can never prove that , 

two and two are not four, or that three a& 

no more than one. They car&t prove that 

an immaterial being, deftitute of organs, has 

fpoken to man ; or that a good, wife, and jufi 

being has commanded ;he execution of in- 

j&ice, folly, and cruelty. It appears, there- 

fore, that mir&s.prqvo rr~&ng, r&Es it he 

the addrefs and impoiture of thofe. who ap(: I 
dd?ious of profiting by the fiupid credulity of 

mankind, and endeavour to fedun them into 

‘a ‘belief of the mofi .extravagant faifeho&. 

Such men have always began by falfely ire- * 
\ tending to have an intimate- commerce with 

God, in order to prove which, they-have per- 

formed wonders that they attribute t@ the Bs- 

-ing by ,whom they &p t&y were comtr;i@otid. 

Every man, who performs miracks; endea- 

vors ‘to efiahhfh, not’ truth, buk fa%hood. 

Truth is,fimple and evident ; the marvelkms 

!.$ eve: to be fufpeQe& Nature is always 
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true to herielf ; fhe, a&is by unvarying Iaws. 

To Cay that God performs miracles, is to fay 

‘that he contr;ldi&Is himfeif, and violates thd 

laws, which he ‘has prefcribed to nature. It 

is to fay, that he renders ufelefs human reafon, 

of which he’is. the author. ~Impo’fiors al&e 

can pronounce,,it neceirary to difcredit expe- .% . 
rience and reje& reafon. 

Thus, the, pretepded miracles of the chrif- ‘. 
Can, as well as all .otge; religions, have no 

foundation, but the ‘ignorance, creduli$; and 

enthufiaf? of, mankind, and, the cunnini ‘of 

impoftors. The &me may be faid, of prqphe- 

ties. lilankin’d are e&r anxious td pry into 

f@turi;y j and there are always fame kind indi- 

viduals difpofed to aid them in the gratificati”on 

of ;his defire. There have been enchanters, 

divines, and prophets, in all the nations of the 

earth. The Jews have not been happier, in 

this ie@e&, than others. Tartars, Negros, 

and Indians hge their’_fiare of impoitors. All 

focieties will find deceivers enough; fo long as 

they are willing to pay for deception- 
\ 

* 

l 
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There infpired men have not been ignorant, 

that their prophecies ought to be extremeiy 

Vague and’ ambiguous, in order chat they 

might not, in pro&is of time, appear to have 

been f&hoods. We need not, therefore, be . 
r 

furprifed, that the Jewith prophecies are very 

dark, and of fuch a nature, that any thing may 

be found in them, which interpreters think 

‘proper to reek. Thofe which are attributed 

to Chrifi by his followers, are not confidered 

in the fame *light by the Jews5 w;hb’@ifi i&q& : 
the Meffiah, whom the former believe to have 

been on earth eighteen centuries ago. The 

Jewiih prophecies uniformly anuounc.4 tbt de- 

liverer of a difcontented and oppteffed nation. 

Such a one was alfo expe&ted by the Ro- 

mans, and almofi ali the nations of the earth. 

All mankind have a natural propenfity to hope 

for a termination of the evils they fuffer, and, 

believe that Providence cannot, in jufiice, f$ 

to render them, one day, happy. The Jews, 

the mofi fqperfiitious nation on earth,. build- 

‘ing upon the fuppofed promife of their God, 

have alwaysexpe&+.cd~ the ifoming of a monarch 
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or conqueror, who is to elevate them from 

?fgrace, and crown them with triumph. It 

was impoffrble for them to fee this deliverer 

in the perfon of Jefus, who, initead of being 

the. refiorer of the,Hebrew nation, was its 

defiroyer ; and Gnce whofe coming, they fcem 

to have ,loit all favour with God. 

It is afkted, that the tlefiru&tion of the 

Je wifh nation, ‘and the difperfion of the Jews, 

were themfelves foretold, and that they fur- 

.nifi a convincing proof of the truth of Chrif- 

tian prophecy. To this I anfwer, it was eafy 

,to foretellthe difperfian and deitru&Uon of a 

refile& turbulent, and rebellious people, con- 

tinually torn and convulfed by inteitine divi- 

fions. Betides, this people’ was., often con- 

quered and difperfed. The temple deft royed 

by Titus, had previoufly fuffered the ‘fame 

fate from Nebuchadnezzar, who carried the 

captive tribes into Affyria, and fpread them 

through his territories. The difperfion of the 

Jews is more perceptible than tha: of other 

conquered nations, becaufe thefe have gener- 

ally, after a certaiktimk, become’confounded 



fuie to inteir$ngle, by domefiic connexions; 

with the nations where they refide, an&d have- 

religioufl y maintained this ditiin&tion;: ,: It iri 

not the fame with the Cue&r-es M PuhjG, x& 

Perfia and IndoRan, as well as the Armenians; 

who dwell in Mahometan countries ! The Jews 

remain difperfed, becaufe they are unfocialj 

intolerant, and blindly attached to their fu; 

perfiitions.* .: .i :: ,I 

Thus Chrifiians have no reafon td.boa& .of 

the prophecies contained in the Backs of the 

Jews, nor to make invidious applications of 

them to that nation, becaufe they detefi its 

religion. 

Judea was always fubje&+.ed to prieits, 3 
who had great influence over affairs of fiate. 

i 
! 

They were always msddling with politics, and 1 

undertook to foretell the events, fortunate or 

with their conquerors ; whereas ,the Jews re- 

of ibe A?ojles evidently prove, that, 
tim of ‘f&r. tbe Yews &an to be 
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unfortmate, w,hkh,were to befall the nat& 

.No rountry was ever more fertile in prophets. 

iThis defcription of men infiituted fchc&, 

where thei initiated into the myfieries of their 

art, thofe who proved themfelves worthi of 

that honor, by hifcovering a wifh to deceive a 

credulous people, and, by fuch honeit means, 

.acquire riches and refpe& *. 

Tlie art of prophefying was then an a&tual 

profellion, or au ufcful and profitable -branch 

‘of commerce in that miferable nation, which - 

believed God to be ince&ntly buGed in their 

affairs. The great gains’ refulting .from this 

traffic of impofiure muit have, caufed divifions 

among the Jewish prophets’. Accordingly, we 

find them crying down each other. Each one 

treated his rivals as falfe prophets, iafpired by 

evil fpirits. !t’here have always been quarrels 

* Saint Jerome fays, tbat the Sadducees did not 
adopt de prophets, Gut contetied tbemfehes huitb be- 
lieving tbeJive looks of Moses. BodwcIi, de jyre 
laicorum afferts, that the prajbetq rgared them- 
f&es to propbeJy by drinking wine. g et. page 259. 
Jt Seems they were juglers, poets, and misscians, W~ZW 
had made tbemfehes ma&s of tbcir trades,, gad 
knew bow ta exercie them proJ%a@. L 

. / 



Fbnsl- ; ../- 

, 

. 

1 ?,I. 
a,mong impofiors, to decide who fl>ouEd have 

thi cxclufive right of +ceiving mankind. 

If WT examine the cond& pf tI;e boafted / 

prophets of the Old TeRamegt, we kqil find 

them far froin being virtuoq perfons, T?re fee 

arrogant . priefis, continually meddling with ’ 

&airs of fiate, and intqrweaving them with re- . 

ligion. We fee in them f&iQUS fubjetis, 

inceffantly caballing again& ail fovereigns, who 

were not f~ffi&qtip -@+&.w to thgm, They - 

crofs their proje&s,, excite their fubje& to re; 

bellion, &e&k their de&-u&ion, and thus ac- 

compli& the fatal grediaions, which they had 

before made again& tl$n * Sqzh i,s the 

* The prophet SUMS aLgphfea with S&, ~060 

refufcdto fecond his cruelty, declared that he ha&for- 
feited the crown, and raifed up a rival to !-ha in th d 
per-on of Dqvid. &as appears to have been ajdi- 
tiou~jLbje67, who, jbu$$ &tfe~unable to fucceed in 

his rs6eiliozl.r c!eJYgns, thought properto efca,+e duepu- 
ujlhment byjiglt. _~miuh him)F& gives us to un- 
der-failnd that he con&red wit6 th AJyrians again12 
b-u l&cged counhy. Hefkms to hue employed him- 

JeFin dcpriviq his felloq4tizensof 60th the willand 
the cotsra<re to dejkd themfclves. F/e purchafed a 

J;em of hzs relations, at the very time, whn he infz-A 
cd bis countrymen that the:, were about to ie +@erscdp 

I 

. 
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chara&- of mofi of the prophets, who have 

played a part in the hifiory of the Jews. 
* The it~die+ob%curity of the prophecies is 

fuch, that thofe which are commonly applied 

to the Me&h, or the deliverer of Ifrael, are 

equaliy applicable to every enthutiafi or ‘ pro- 

’ phet, that appeared in Jerufdlem or Judea; 

Chrillians, heated with the idea of Chrifi, 

think they meet him in’ all places, and pre-‘ 

tend to fee him in the darkeit pafiges of the 

Old Tefiament. Deluding thqmfelves by 

force of allegories, fub&ies, commentaries, 

and forced interpretations, they have difcover- 

ed the mo# formal predi&tions in all the vague 

oracles and nonfenfxal traflr of the prophets *. 

and led awny in captivity. The hag of &yria rc- 
commencts tbir praplet to his general Nabuzaradcn, 
whom ‘he commands to taLegl.eat-care ofbim. 

See Jeremiah. 

*Any thing may befound intbe Bible,$:yk be read 
with the imagination of Saint AuguJh’nE, cd30 pi- 

tdd to Jbf nN the Zew TeJmbt in t& Old. AC- 

cording tr, him, the death oj* Abel is a tgrfe of t&t of 
Cbrj,4 ; the two wives of Al&am qre the_ljmagque 
end the chrc6 ; a piece of red cloth held U# $! cW 
harlot, who betraJcd Jericho, ji&firs the bho8 of 
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*Men are not fcrupulous refpe&Gng things 

which accord with their defires. When we 

examine, without prejudice, the prophecies of 

the Hebrews, we find then!! tq@e a mifhapen 

mafs of rhapfodies, the offspring of fanatidiCm 

and delirium. We find them obfcure and 

enigmatical, like the oracles of the Pagans. IR 

‘govern Iirael ? Howfee a royal deh&er lond’re- 
&rer of tbe ye,ws, in one, who, far fgom d&v&tg 
his natizz, came only to d$Jroy their laws ; and after 
wwkoje coming theirlaud wus defolatcdhy the Remans ! 
A Nlr?n muJaJharp. fighted indeed, toJnd the il$ef- 

Jab in their prediaims. Jefuus himfelfdoes notfkn to 
hoe been more clear, or happy, in his prophecies. It3 
ibe ggpel of Luke, chap. 2 I. be &ea.&s of the 1~9 
judgment : He mentions angels, who, at thefouud of 
tbe trumpet, nJembie mankiudtogether before him. He 
adds ; Verily, I fay unto 403 this generation fhall 
nbt pars away, until thefe things are accompli~ed. 
The world, kowevcr,Jlr’ilJands, and CbriJimns have 
bee% ex@ing the IaJ judgment for eighteen hu~ldi~d 
y?arJ. _ 



. oracles, are the aagaries and impoitures of 

men, *ho itipofed on tht credulity da fuper_ 

vifions, apparitiohs, and forceries, andteceiv- 

any deception, provided it 

. weri fc&i~ientiy detx&&d with the. marvel_ 

lous. Wherever mankind are ignorant, there 

will be found pr:phets and worktrs of miti- 

cles, and thefe two branches of coinmerce 

will alwSys decay in the fame pioportiah a’s 

knankind become‘enlightened. 

‘An&g the pmfs of the aat?reM&y of 

their religion, Chrif&ns enunierate a multitude 

of.mavtyi-s,S who have fealed wi& .their blood 

their belief of the opinions they had en&raked. 

Tlxere i&o religion defiitute 6f ardent defen- 

d&s, who would- fa&fi~e .thieir lives for ihhe 

happinefs Attached. 

rant tien are obfiinate. in their prejudi’ces. 

Their credulity prevents thtti from&Xp&ing 

any decdption in their fpiritual guides. Their 

,vanLy perfuades them that they al? incapable 
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of wav’ering ; and if, in fine,their imaginations 

be firong enough to fee the heavens open, and 

a rccompenfe prepared therein for their cou- 

rage, there is no torment they will not brave 

and endure. In their intoxication, they will 

defpife all totm~:nts of fiort duration ; they 

wal fmile upon their executioners; and their 

ibuls, alienated from earthly things, will be, 

come infenfible to pain. In fuch fcenes, the 

hearts of fpeQators are foftened; they admire 

the afioni&ing firmnefs of. the martyr; they 

catch his enthufiafm and believe his caufe 

juk His courage appearing to them fuper- 

natural and divine, becomes an indubitable 

prooef the truth of his opinions. Thus, by 

a fort of contqion, enthufiafm communicates 

itfelf. Men are always interefied in the fate 

of thofe, who flew the greateit firmnefs;. and 

tyranny always multiplies the friends ,of, thoie 

whom it perfecutes. The confiancy of the 

fire ChriRians, muit, therefore, have produced 

profely!es, by a natural effe& of theirconduti: 

Martyrs prove nothing, unlefs it be the 

itresgth of the enthufiafm, etior, and obfiinacy 
1 

x2 
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poduded by fuperfiitio’n, and the barb=Ons’ 

folly of ihofe who perfecute their fellow- 

creatures for religious opinions. 

Every violent pason has its martyrs. 

_ Pride,‘vanity, pkejudice, +ove, pa&&m, A!? 

even vice itfelfz producex martyrs ; dr, at leaR, 

a contempt of every kind of ,a3trge. 3s it, 
then f~rpriGng;thatenthu%iafm ,and fana.ticifm, 

&e firongeft @Sons ef inatikind, have TO 

often enab?ed mti, i?$+red with the hopes 

they give, to face and defpXe death ?--Be- 

fides, if ~ChriiIitifins CATI b&f% a .cataIogue o’f 

ma+tyYs, Jetis can do .t’he fame. ‘I’he unfar- 

twte Jews, condemned ro the flames by the 

Inquilition, were miiftyrs ‘f0 their religion 5 

and their Wti~udeproves as ‘tiir& ‘in ib f&or, 

as&at of the Chrifiians c&h do, in favor df 

Chrifiiaiiity. lif tnartyrs demon&rate the .trutb 

of 2 religibn, theie is no religion or fe&, 

iv1lic.h tiay riot be looked upon zs bae. 

In fine, ar’nong the perhaps ekaggeiaved 

number of inal;tyrs, boa’fced by %hiifTians, *tia- 

’ ny were rather the viBims of an iticorifideiitt 

zeal, a turbuterit and feditious fpirit,‘XhSp a 



r-931 5 

real love of religion. The church hfelf &eb 

.not -p~Hutxe to jtifi;fy &me, w.ho, tranfported 

by a vdlcanic zea$ h;iue tr&kd the peace of 

thZ earth, @nd p&red 0% flzm&g dekr&ion 

bn all’who differed in ‘OlpirStin from themA 

f&es, until inanb)t%l, c&if&ing their 0Wfi 

tranquiliity and $T&tp, lhtive ,d&royed ~kti. 

If men 6f thk &fcription ‘wprie to %exx&idet~ 

ed AS -martyrs, ‘~~y!d~itu~er,oh~~iety, MY&’ 

punified, would atqti?e a fight to &is title. 

, 
CHM?%Y!ER VIL 

T 0 reveal tiny thing’to a’mati, is’to difcok- 

, er to ‘him fecrets, 01 which he’*as .befote ig- 

norant. If we afk Chtiltitink V&St t‘he fedrets 

w&i, the,itipoftzince of w’hidh ‘fWlbed it ‘ne- 

c&%y*that’thep ‘fi6uld be ueealed by Go8 
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himfelf, we fhall be told that the gleatefi of 

‘thofe fecrets, ani the one mofi rxce&ry to 

mankind, is the Unity of the Godhead ; a fe- 

cret which, iBy they,.human wifdom could ne- 

ver have difcovered of itfelf. But are we nbt at 

liberty to doubt the truth of this affertion ? 

Mofes, undoubtedly, declared an only God’ to 

the Hebrews; and did all in his power to ren- * 

der them enemies to the idolatry and polgthe- 

ifm of other furrounding nations, whore be- 

litzf and whofe modes of worship he reprefint- 

ed as omindble in the eyes of the celefiial 

* Monarc , who had brought them out of the 

Iand of Egypt. But have not many wife men 

among th& heathens difcovered, without the 

aff%ance of the Jewifi revelation,one fupreme 

God, fuperior to all others ? Moreover, was , ’ 

no& Fate, to which all the other gods of the 

heathens were fubordinare, an only God, to 

whofe fovereign law ari nature was ftibje& ? 

As’to thecoloursinwhich Mofespaintshis G,od- 

head, neither Jews nor Chriitians have a right 

to pride themfelves therein. He is reprefented 

as a capricious and irafcible defpot, full of 
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cruelty, injultice,partiaIityand malignity. %%at 

kind of being fhall we,contemplate, when we 

add to this the ineffable attributes afcribtd to 

him in the Chri@m Tfheology 5 Is~the God- 

head defcribed when it is faid &at it is a /pir+, 

6n immaterial being, whicd refembks nothi;rrg 

prefented to us by our fenfees ? Is not human 

iunderfianding confounded with the negative 

attributes of in$ndp, immeng+, ~tet~~i~, Finn& 

potence, an.d otnzt+-rice, with whichbt has beeh 

decorated, only to rentk l&d+ll more incorrr- -- 

pr+eniible ? %b%v c~~‘tk &Mem, the $&A- 

n&s, j&ice, and other moral qualities of this 

God, be recon&ed with thatz brangeandbft”eh 

atrocious CC&U&, wMch MT a&bnfed to ,bia, 

in almoft every page of the IOld and New TeE- 

tamenr ? Would it inot have been better ‘to 

have l;eft mankirrd in entire ignorance of t&e. 

Godhead, than to reveal to him a God made, 

up of contradi&bons, w&b lead to eternal 

difpute,, and ferve only’to tioable his rep& P - 

To reveal fuch a God to mankind, is onl,y to 

d&over to them the ,means to qembarrafs and 
b - 

:. Y 
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render themfelves wretched, and quarrel with 

and injure one another. 

But, be this as it may, is it true that &if- 

tianity admits but ome God, the fame which 

WCM revealed by Mofes ? Do we not fee Chrif- 

tians adore a threefold divinity, under the 

name of the Trinity ? The fupreme God begat 

from all eternity a fon equal to himfeIf ; from 

thefe two proceeds a third equal to the two 

firfi ; thefe three Gods equal in perf&ion, 

divinity, and power, form, neverthelefs, only 

,,one God. To overturn this fyfiem, it feems 

fufficient only to fhew its abfurdity. Is it but 

to reveal fuch myfieries as thefe that the God- 

head has taken pains to infirucZ mankind ? 

Have opinions :more abfurd and ,contrary to 

reafon ever exilted among the mofi ignorant ’ 

and favage nations ? * Ins the mean time, 

* The dogma of the Trinity is evidently h-rowed 
.j+om the reveries of Plato, or from the ahgcries _ 
under which that romantic PLJofop5e.r chafe to con- 
ceal bisdo&-ines. It t@earr that to him the chr$ian 
religion is indebtedfor thegreut&~art cf ifs dugmas. 
Plato admitted three HypoBafcs, or modes of beiEg iit 
the Divkity. Zbejr- conJitutei1 the iupreme God ; 1 
the fecond the Logos, Word, or clivilre intelligence 
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however, the writings of MO&S contain no- 

thing that could authorife the con&u&lion of 

a fyfiem Co wild. It is only by htiving recourfe 

to the mofi forced explanations, that the doc- 

trine of the Trinity is pretended to be found in 

the Bible. 
- 

As to the Jews, contented with 

the o&y God which their legiflator has declared 

to them, they have never attempted to create a 

threefaold olle. 

The feconh of thefe Gods, or, according to 

the Chrifiians,. t&e Second perfon.:f tbe Trinity? 

having cl&l himfelf with human nature, and 

proceeding from the&$? ; the third is the Spirit, or 
Soulofthe World. 7%e e,rZy teacbet-sof the Ct$ri)iun 
religion appear to bavedeen PIatonics ; tbeirentbuJafm 
probably found in Plato a doarine analogous to their 
feehgs ; bad they been grateful they woufd have reT _ 
corded him as a pro 
of the church. 2 

Art, or at lea)’ as one of the fathers 
he~efkitical miJZonariesfoundti,DL 

vini 
% 

, neur?y Jrnilar to that of !be CbriJians, at 
Thr et. Arnmg tbe ,Tartars God is ,ca&d Ko+ 
cio-cik, the ordy God, aid Kon-cio.fum tlJe tbree- 

fold God. They a(h give him the thlei Cm, Ha, ‘ 
Hum,* intelligence, might, pomr or word, beart, 
love. Ibe number h-he was always revered, amoq 
ibe antients ; becauye Salem, wbicb’ in the orientallan- 
gyageq, Jgnijies three, Jign$k ayg health, fafety, 
falvation. 



bccome’incarnatc in the womb of a virgin, he 

fubmii,ted himfclf to the infirmities of our fpe 

tics and even fusered an ignominious death to 

expiate the fins of the earth. This is what 

Ch&Rians call the mnyjery of Incarnafion. 

PJc rnxft be indeed blind, who cannot fee that 

the& abfurd notions are borrowed from the 

Egyptians, Indians, and Grecians, w,hofe ridicu- 

lous mythologies defcribe gods as poffefJing hu- 

man forms, and fubj& to infirmities, like 

mankind. * 

Thus, we are commanded by Chriflianity to 

believe that a God having ‘become man with- 

‘out doing injury to his divine nature, has fuf- 

fqed, died, and offered himfelf a facrifice to 

‘himfelf ; and ‘all this -was abfolutehy and in- 

difpenfibly neceifary to appeafe his own wrath. 

lr; The Egy&ns flppear to have been thejiry, who 
preten;led t&t their gods bed nJiimed material dodips. 
Foe’, thegod of the Chin.+, was Lore,of a virgin, 
who wasfecundated by a ray of the fun. ‘In Indof- 
tan, nobody doubh tbe incarnations of, J7$‘nou. It 
Seems, tht the theologiJh of all options, defpairing to 
exalt themfe!vrts to n he? with God, have etrdeavour- 
ed to dedafe him to a level with tb+fe!ves. . 



‘&his is what Chritlians denoalinat& the .$J,/% 

icry Gf the mdetnpbion of the human r&z. 

This dead God, however, was rer;fcitated. 

Thus the Adonis of the Phenicians, the Ofiris 

af the Egyptians, and the AEys of the Phry- 

gians, are reprefented as periodically refignini 

and reaffiming life. The God of the Chrif- 

tians rices again, re-animated, and burfts the 

tomb, triumphant. 

Such are the. wondrous fecrets, or f&line 

myfieries .tbt the ChriRia~ religign unfirlds ;;P 

its difcipleo. So great, fo abje& and Co ever 

incomprehenfible are the ideas it gives us of 

rhe divitie Being. Such ia the ilIumha; 

tion our minds receive from revelation! 

A revelation which only ferves to render 

itill more impenetrable the clouds which 

veil the divine effence from human q&s. , 

God, we are told, is willing to render hir#elf 

inconfifient and ridiculous, to tonfouhd th& 

curiofity of thofe, whom, we are at the fame 

time informed, he de&& to efilighten by his 

fpecial grace. What tiufi we think oia reve- 

. .&ion,‘which, 6x from teaching us .q thing, 

K 



is calcqlated, to darken and pt&e the clearefi 

ideas 2 li 

Thus, notwithitanding the boafted revela- 

tion of the Chriitian$ they know’ not&g of 

:&at Being, whom they make the batis of theip 
4 .’ 

religion.. On the contrary, itg&y ferves tQ 

obfcure 41 the notions r&g& ashat 
wife be formed of &I. ,ISJ ho&y; wit, be is 

called an hidden God. Dz&.teQs.,~, that he 

place&s, dwelling in darkne&, that clouds 

and *troubled waters form the pavilion wit.h 

which ‘he is coyewd, In tine, Chri&ians, aI- 

though enhghtened, as. they f&y, by God l&n- 

fc& have only ridiculous and, inconii&ent idea? 

ofhim, whjch render hi exiitence doubtful, or 

eYen impoffibly in t,he. eyes. of every. u?anr 

who confults his reafon. 

What notions, indeed, can ‘we form of a 

God, v&o, after having created the world fole- 

ly f*or, the happinefs of mankind, neverthclefs, 

fu&rs the greater. part of the human race to 

be m&able both in this.world and. that which 

is to-come ? Hoiv can a God, who enjoy& a 

ltpreme felicity, be offended-with the a&ions 

. 

c 



&f .hic, creatures ? This Go% is then fufcepti; 

hle of grief; his happinefs can be difiurbed $ 
+ 

he is then dependant ah man, who can. at * 

pledwe, delight or ami& him ! HOW can a $. 

benevolent God below on his sreati\rtis a 

of which they may 

fatisfy by any other means his divine jufiice, C 
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P If, in the fame fubje&t, contraries cannot $rbBfi 

9 
at the fame time, either the exiRence of the 

God of the Jews, or of that of the Chrimians, 

I mu& undoubtedly be impoflible. Whence, we 

( &re forced to conclude, that the teachers of 
* I; 

+2*v, Chrifiianity, by means of the attributes with 

wh$h they have decorated or rather disfigur- 

rd their Godhead, have, in f&t, annihilated the 

God of the fevvs, or at leafi fo, transformed 

.him&at he, is no longer the fame. ‘J$us, 

revelation, with all its fables and myfteries, 

has only embarra&d the repfon of mankind, 

and .rendered uncertain the dimple notions 

which they might -form to the&elves of that 

~ceoQ;ry Being, who governs the univerfe 

with immutable lava+ TW the exifience Of 

a God cannot be denied, it is yet certain that 

roafon cannot admit the exifience of the one 

which the Chrifiians adore, and whole CO* 

duQ, commands, and qualities, .tQir religion 

pretends to reveal. If they are AthWk, ,who 

have no ideas of the Szpeae-Being, thb Chril- 





CHAPTER 

7 

, MJils-ies and D&mar 
X.-T- rv x OT content with having enveloped their 

God in myiterious douds and Judaic fables, 

thi’teachers of Chrifilanity feem to be fiill bu- ’ 

fied, in the multiplication of my&e&,’ ad 

embarraffing more and more the reafon of’ 

their d&ipks. Religion, de&red to en- 

lighten ‘mankind, is ohly a t&z of kignias ; ’ 

a labyrinth, which found fenfe can never’ ex- 

pt;ic: That which ancient fuperfiitions 

fo%i ‘%c&’ incomprehenfible; feems not ‘un- + 
aptly to ‘beinterwoven, with a religio&‘fyfiem, 

which impofes eternal file&e on reafon. The 

fatahfm of the Grecians, has been transformed, 

in‘the’hands of ChriAian priefis, into predef- 

tination. According to ihis tyrannici ddgma, 

the God of mercies has’ detiitied the great& ’ 

pa; of mat$ind to eternal t&me& He 

@a&s them in this world that they, by the 
n 
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abufe of their faculties and liberty, may ren-’ 

der themfelves worthy of the implacable wrath 

of their creator. A benevolent and prefcient 

God, gives to mankind a free &l, of which 

he knows they will make fo perverfe an ufej 

as to merit eternal damnation. Thus, infiead 

of punishing them with the propenfities necef-’ 

fary to their happinefs, he permits t&m, to a& 

only that he may have the pleafure of phmg~, 

ing them into hell. Nothing can be more hor- * t. ‘-;i ,- ‘)t’;: :: _ f, 
rid than th,e defcti*iw given yf. !w ~$j$%bJ3 . 
of this place, defiinkd to he the fi$yc rte-., 
dence of almofi all mankind. There a rner- 

eifuf Gpd wil!, t~~o~k4~ttr~.~terni~~,. $$y’: . IX._., y! ;.:>, . 
himfelf in the tegg of yF&heb ~#m,‘~$‘, 

created for mifery.; S’inne% fhut up+& 4??~~ 

awful dungeon, will be delivered up,.* .ev& ” I j?.:, 
to devouring flames. There fhali ,G ?&&b\ .‘.:-.V> 1* 
weeping, and wailing, and gnafjring of teeth, :. 

The torments of this place ihall, at the endSif :, 

millions of years, have only begun: The 

confohng hope of a difiant mitigation of p&l:’ 

fhall.be unknown., 
In one wo;d, :God, .-b;‘S 

,., 
an a&t of his omnipotence, ihall ‘%der ma& ’ 

.’ i ,y;_ , * p : I .*:lt . 
. 
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capable of &ifery uninte!rup:e$ and inter- 

tiiflable. His j&ice wiil pwiih finite crimes, 

ti efFe& of which are limited .by tiqne, by 

&xments infinite in degree and duradon. Such 

is the idea, a ChriRian forms of the ‘God that 

demands his love. This tyrant creates hiin 

ON& to render hii miferdle i he gives. him 

redon: to deceive him, atid ptopefifities twlead 

him‘ afiitray. $?Le gives him +ery, that’ hq 

tpq incur eternal r&A 1% gives hii add 
-> 3* 

vantages above the beati, +at ha’~&y be 

Uje&W NJ torments) which be& like inad 

tin&e f&titice&‘Hfe “inc&&&, & &&in@ 

The doima- of predeitinatio* ~pr&nts the 



I 

i 

I 107 ‘_I . 

It is true, the tirifiian religion promi* 

a blibfui refidence to thofe, whom God fi& 

have choien; to be objeQs of his love. But 

this place is reierved, only for a imall number 

of &2, who, without’any merit in themielvey 

fhall, ncverthelefs, have unbounded cIai& 

upon the grace of God. 

Thus, the Tartarue and ElyGum of the’hei 
then mythology, invented by impo&rs ‘%I ’ ’ 

awe and iedt& mankind, have been t&r& 

planted into the fyftem of the Chti&n$~~,~ 

have given them the new appellations 6f H-b- 

ven and Hell. 

The follo\vers of the Christian reIi+ be- 

lieve in a race of invilible be&s, &Fering 

from man and Subordinate to God ; part of 

whom is employed in executing the wriith’of 

God upon offegders ; and part in w&@$g, 

over his worka, and particularly’& pr&&& 
._‘i .z ; II, I 

th, Pqan, and JewiJ fata/$m, tban tbe d&he 
of the 1wc~in##r, who fdp thut God paate I% gracd 
to ad, who aj and &$crw it. It k ccrt&t t& 8 
~h-#‘~anr in general are true f~nli& Tbq ‘&a~& 
t&k acc~fathm, by dtclaring that tbt de&v of God ' 
art mj&&. _ If JO, why do they elcmalty d$$$ei 
akut thq 2 
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?&%&man. The, MXP, being n&+@ent 

’ f&its, ate&led 4e&&, dpllpou~, &‘c. & lat- 

ter, being benevolent fpifks,.+ are c&d arrgcls. 2 
ay ere fuppofed to huv\e the faculty of reti- 

dering themCe&e fenfible, and taking the hil- 

man form. Good erogels ate in Eke imaginab 

tion of Chriitians, what the Nympho, h68j 

. andAPenatess were imagined to be by the hea- 

thenqmd what the Fpiries:~rc w& writer6 

dfpances. The’feethd books df the Jewe 

md Chrifiiana, are replete With their: ,fnarvel- 

loud beings, w&m+ Ood has f&t ho his favorite$ 

to’ betheirguides,prote&ors and tutcfat daiiiesc 
Devil8 kre codiidefed as the enemieS and fe- 

du@tB Of the hir&ati race, atid perpetuall) buG& 

ed in~ifrawfn~ $hhcm iuser tini-‘S)S+wer ia at& 
P j buted ro &m, of pcrk~~fil~mir~elrs,~miixrta 

th& Wrought by the Moft High t &hd, gbbVC, d 

power that cotqtera& his, ifid t&d&s all hid 

proje&Is abortive; In fati, the ChriSan reli- 

c gion does not formerly allow the faint power 

to ihhl! devil as to Gsd j’ severthelefi, it fu&&s; 

that malevolent Being prevents tiankind from 

&&zing into the enjoyment of the fti,icity de$ I I .: ‘;: 
,‘d ‘. ? 
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tined tkky the good& of God, and tea&; 

L moit of tb im, eewal perdition, C&i% 

t~ians, however, do iirtually attribute +o the 

devil, an aqire much more extenfivz than 

that of the Supreme Beingi I The Iatter, with 

di&ulty, i&es a few ele& j while die f&atx 

carries of& in @be of him, the gxater part of 

mankind, who lifea to k&3 de&tk&e.te~ 

hiruas, rakher: than the ?&&T&&e* comq&s4 od. 

GM. This 6ata1~ t&e& @Kfi3 mU& toes. 

to cw, wss&&&y &QWW%l$fiWm;t)io 

d~-%k ofTtwo principk, fmrne+ admit&& r 

in Egypt and alp the Each 33~ Wyrio azlil’ 

Tgpbn ‘of t-he EgyptIws, ~%JT Oroi%nadW an4 

Aharimties of the Perfims and !ZbaldeaPysv 

have undoubtedly gibe birth to the contin& 

war’ between the God of ChrX&ns qtd h6 

fbrmidable, advkkry. ,Epy this fykm; man- . ’ 

kind have endeavoured to accouat far- all‘ the 

good and evil with whiih life is chcquered. 

.An Almighty Devil ferves to juftifp the SU- .’ 

preme, Being with r_efp&~ to‘all neceKary and ’ \ 
unmeritted ‘evils, w&*i& .afT!,i&k * the human 

rack . ~ <“j& 



.* I Such are the dreadful and myfierious do& 

tines upon which Chrifiians, in general .are 

agreed. There are many others,' ,which are 

peculiar to different CeQs. Thus, a numerous 

CeQ of Chrifiians admit an intermediate Aate 

between heaven and hell, ihere fouls, too fm- 

ful for the former and too innooent for the 

latter, are fubjeQed for a time, in order to ex- 

piate by ‘their fufferings the fins they commit 

in this life ; after undergoing this punifhment 

they are received into the abodes of eternal fe- 

licity. This deine, whieh was evidently 

drawn from the reveries of PIa!@, has in the 

hands of the Roman priefis, been convhted 

4nto an inexhaufiible fource of riches. They 

have arrogated to themfelelnes the power of 

opening the gates of purgatory,and pretend 

that, by their prayers, they can mitigate the 

rigor of the divine decrees, and abridge the 

torments of the fouls, condemned to this place 

by a jufi God. * 

* It is evident that the Roman Cath& are 
indcbtcd to Plato for their Purgatory. 7bat 
great pbilofopber divikd fonh into three c/flee ; the 

l 
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The preceding remarks fbew, 

Chrifiian religion has been often i 

and fprea’d by dint of terror. By 

mankind with -horror they render them 6% 

mifflve, and removq&l his depend&~ on-Ii& 

reafon.+ .v ,I .:’ 

pure, the curable, and the incurable. ThcJrJ re- 
twncd, by refuiion, to the univcrfa~ foul of the woria, 
or the divinity, from which they bad emanatcd~ the 
fecond went to hell, where they paJed in review every 
year bcfre tbejtsd es of tbat dark emrpire, wlmjf- 
fered them to return 52. hgbt auhrsuthey badJuscientnr5, 
expiated tbeirfaults ; tbe iucurahieq remained in ‘Tar- 
torus, wbtre they were to suffer &naf torment. 
,Plato,as wellas Cbr’J t tan cafuiJs,defcribed the crimes, 

fats&s, UC. wbicb merit tbofe dgerent, degrees of pn- 
njfh.mt. 

ProteJjant Divines, jealous probaUg_ bf tie riches 
of tbe Catholic clergy, have ?mprudcntly t$eaed the 
doottrine of a Purgatory, whereby they bave much di- 
minijhed their own credit. It v&d, perhaps, have 
&een wi&er to have rejeaed the do@rine of an. &Ii, .‘/. 
*whence Jot& can never be releafed, than that ~of Purga- :‘- 

tory, wbicb is e&e reafonaBe, and from which the 
clergy &t deliver fouls by means of that ill PowerfuuP 
&gent, MOXE~. *, 

* Mahomet perce&ed; as we12 as ChriJian Di- 
vines, the necgty offm’ghteniug manhind, in order to 
go&t them. La 7hofe,” fays the Alcoran, CL: aube 
Ie do not bebw,Jspl be clothed in. a garment ofjrc ; 
Y4~iiing waterJaN be poured on their heads ; tbeij. 
, 

L 
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* CHAPTER IX. 

O,f the Rites and M3;Rerious Ceremonies or 

,_ 

I 

Ihewgy of the Chr$ians. 

F the d&Sines of the%Jhrifiian religion be 

plyReries inaccetlible to reafon ; if the God it&& 

announces be inconceivable, we ought not to 

be-furprifed at feeing the rites n+i ceremonies 

of .this religion myfierious a I6 unintelligible. 

Cmcerning a God, who hath revealed him- 

felf only,to confound human reafon, all+hings 

mufi neceffarily be incomprehenfible and un- 

reafonable. 

Thg: nx&important ceremony of the Chrif- 

tian religion is called baptifk ,$Vithout this, 

no man, it is held, can be raved. It confifis 

in pouring water on the infant or adult, with 

c<Jhina and their mtrailsJbaN be Smitten with rods of 
fi6’iron. ,Whetuver they JZaNJrive to efeape from 
hei!, and avoid iis tormenk, they Jball be thruJ ag& 
$0 it; and the devilsJall fay unto them : (6 taff e the 
pm:n of burning.” 

SW A&a& ch. viii. 
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an invocation on the name of the Trinity. By 

the myfierious virtue of, this water, abd the 

words by which it is acgpmpanied, the perfon 

is fpiritually regener&&. He is cleanfed 

from the fiains, tranfmitted through Euceeffi~e 

generations, from *.rfpther of ihe human 

‘race. In a word, he becomes a child of God, 

and is prepared to enter into his glory at 

death. Now, it is faid, that the death of man 

is the effe& of # fin of Adam ; ;nd; if; by 

baptifm, iin be eE+ced, why is man itill fub, 

jea to- death ? But, here we are told, it is 

from the .,fpiritual, not, bodily, death,, that 

Chrifi has delivered mankind. Yet ‘this. ipi- 

ritual death is only the death of finfulnef’s. In 

this cafe, how. does it happen that Chrifiiani 

continue to fin, as if they had never been> rel 

deemed and, delivered from fin ? Whence it 

refults, that baptifm is a myfiery impenetrable 

to yeaion ; and its efficacy is difproved by ex- 

perience *. 
. . 

* The ~rrcmnny of C0~tiJi.n wm prai%$kl in dw 
~J@-&s of Mythias, ~zrrd thofz initiated nose there- 
ly qq&-ateJ. This liQ7iias wnf n& LE ndi;otOt~~ 

‘9 
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In fome Chriffian fe&ts, a bishop or pontif, 

..’ by pronouncing a few words; and app!ying a 

fewdropsc&oil to the forehead, caufes the fpi- 

rit- to defcend upon’ whom he pleafes. By 

this ceremony the Chtifiian is conjvmed in the 

l ,faith, and,receives invifiblg a profufion of gr+ 

-eeo from the,Mofi Ri& ‘Thofe;‘-ivho +in- 
,t 

rdering fartheft from reafon, have entered mofi 

t deeply into the fpirit’of the $Jn$Rtn religion, 

-not’contented with the d 

moir to other feQs; hav 

darker and-more a&ot$hing; which they;de- 

nominate tranfnbRantEdti&. iat the-aif pow- 

-erful cominand of a priefi, &e ‘God’ of-the 

Univerfe I‘S forced ‘to defcend from the habi- 

.t?&r & his’gkxy; .aridtfan&rni’ hieif ,into 

.a piece-of .bread. This‘ brea&:fs’aftirwards 

worfhipped by a peopld, *ho botift their detef- 
‘, 
tatiori of idolatry *. : 

‘Alrhugb Cb r-z ran dioines corfkler b;ipttym’ neceJar+ jl’ 
to$u/vation, .‘wcjfind Paul wbuld notj+ the Cbrirr- 
thians to de &apt+d. We aye learn that ha circrum- 
c;yed ?imot/5ezts. _’ 

* The Rmn1a.r of Imhjan, diJri&te a kind of 
9 ;~/ra in their P+odus; &is d$rihtion_ is culled 

f 
/ . 



In the puerile ceremonies, fo highly valued 

by * Chriitiaiis, we cannot avoid feeing the 

plainefi traces of the. 7%ezrrgy pramifed among, 

the Orientals, where the Divine Being, 
‘. 

pelled by thi mag”lc power of certain 
‘5 

and ceremb;;ies uttered by prieits, or 

perfons initiated into the.necefp&y fecret,“~deC~ 

cknds to earth and performs miracles. This 

fort of magic js”alfo esercifed among -C!hr’;f:’ ,F.. 
tian p&t&~ They perfuade their’difcfples’ 

that, 61”cert‘g’,n:arbitrary.aaibns; and certain 

movements of the body, they can oblige’ th$z’ 

God of %iture to fufpend his laws, give him- 

felf ‘tip to ,:th&tieGres, ‘and load them with 
* 

Prajadam, ,W Eucharij? The Mpicans believe in 
a kid of tmnfuhJan!iation, which is *mentioned ,by 

father AC&Z. See his Travels, chap. 24. 7be 
Prote&nts have had the courage to rPjrRtran&bJatp 
tiatiorz, although it U formally &abl$%ed by C;bt$Y, 
who fays, “take, cat ,; this is my body.” Aver& 
fnid : Anima mea fit cum phildfophis, nori verb 
cuth Chrifiianis, gente Aolidifima, pi Degm fat 
ciunt et comcefunt.~ 7&’ Perf4vianJ ‘baa&e a re& 
ghus ceremony, in tihich; after farrijicing a lamb,. 
they mingle his blood with /our, arid dij’ribute it 
afnond fhe people. 

_ Rlnetaaae queA. 1ib.a. cap. zc 

I,2 
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c~ery favor they chufe t3 demandi Thus, in 

this religion, the prieit affumes ‘t&z right of 

commanding God himfelf. On this empire 

over their God, thisreal Theurgy, ormyfkrious 

commerce with, heaven, are ‘founded thofe 

puerile and ridiculous. ceremonies, ‘which 

Chriftians,“callSocrhmPnt,. -‘WeIn& already 

i’een this Theurgy h .Baptifmi ’ (5&&m&on, 

and the Eucharik We find it al&j’_in peni- 

z%~ce,~ or the power wl&h ihe p&@b Qf fame 

feLtsarrogate to themfelves, bl ri&itting in 

t&e. name of Heaven,. all ’ fins confeired to 

them. It is feen in or&q that is to Lay, ,in 
‘. 

the ceremony.which impreKes~o~ertam men 

a.facred chara&ter, by which they are even af- 

ter difiinguilhed frspl propha% II.I~SII$S.~ It 

is feen in the rites and fun&i6$r w&h tor- 

zure-the Ia& moments of the dying$ It .is Eeen 

iu marriage, which natural union, it is fup-’ 

pofed, cannot meet with the approbation of 

Heaven, unlefs the ceremony of a, prieit ren- 

der it valid; and procure it the fan&an of the 

Mofi High *. I 

*-7% number of Roman Catholic facramenfs is 



\Ve:fee this Theurgy, or white tirfgic, in the 

prayers, forms, liturgies, and, in fllort,. in all 

the ceremonies of the Chrifiians. W’e find - 
it in their opinion, that words diipoied in a’ 

certain manner c-A i$hxnce the will of.Gpd, 

and oblige him to change his immutable de- ’ 

cl&s. iis efficacy is fekn in t-.A-$& thit is, . 
ceremonies, in ‘whit??, by means of ‘a. magic . . 
water and iome ‘*rn$teri&s words? ‘iit ‘is pre- 

tended that eviif$rita which’ infeR .&ankind’ 

can be expelled; “&,ly ;Jbie>, wh’ich has’ ia- 
“’ -, ” .I i 

mans, is believed by certain ChriItians to p& _I 
.,, 

Cefs” afionifhing’ vi&es: “‘_ It‘ renders fac~e$, _ 

places’ !ind’ thitigs’which were Ixophane. 
-., 7 

In 

fine; the Clirifiiau Tbeurgy’being employed by, 

a p&if in the confecration of a king,’ renders 

lrfm more reCpe&abIe in ‘the? eyes of men; an& _ 

fihmps’him wtth,‘adivine’~h~r;~er. 
” . . 

‘l%us di ii ‘rn:gii atid &$eiy; all is incbm- . 
. preh&ble, in a!‘religiori~ revealed by God. 

I 
himfelf, to enlighten tbd dark&_$d anderftand- . 
isg of mankind. 

-: 
\ \ 

. 
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CHAPTER X. 

Of the Infired Wh$pr oftbe Chr$%nst. 

c HRISTIANS endeavour to prove the di- 

vine origin of their religioibrby certain w.ritings, 

which they believe to be facred, and to have 

been infpired by God himfelf. Let us then fee 

if thefe writings do really exhibit marks of that 

wifdom, omnifcience and perfehion which we 

attribute to the Pivinity. 

The Bible, every word of which, Chriitians ” 

believe to have been di&ated by infpiration, is 

corn&fed of an incongruous colleCtion of the 

facred &i&r& a f?” . the Hebre&,~ c&d the 

Old leflament ; to which are added; a number d 
of works, more recent indeed, but of equal in- 

fpiration, known by the name of the New 

Tt$ament. At the head of this colleQion are 

,’ five books which are attributed to Mores, who 

was, it is’faid, in writing them, the fecretary of’ 

Go& He therein goes back to the origin of 

til He attempts to initiate us into the W 
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anyfiery of the creation-of the world, of which ,.( _ ‘_ 
“lie’ has oniy the moit vague and confufed ideas. 

He betrays it every word a’ profound ‘ignor- 

ance of the laws of Nature. God, according 

to Nlofes, created the fun, which, in our plaqe- . 
tary fyff eni, is the’ fource ‘of light, feveral days 

after he ‘had, crkated’$e.li)ht: God, $ho$m 

~ be reprefented t$ no image, created,? an in his 
2 ..: ,.‘I ., .T.‘i 

OW; irnage;“;He create; him kbk andfemale ; .,. ,‘::: 
but, Toon forgktt;ng~,~at’j;e,~aj done; he cre- 

I.?_\ . r”/ :,i.- ii ‘,,’ r ,_ .‘i, 
ates woman from one of )lie. ribs,of,the man. 1 I 1: ” k-1. 
In one ‘C-d‘, ke fee,‘at the very enqance’of 

the Bible, nothing but’ ignorance and contra- . 

diL5on.i * :It +pea&, at ‘once, tkgL:F cof- 

mogony of& Heb&&s’ is oniy a tiffue of’fa- 
; ,_, u_,> I,1 _.,,.. 2 T,. -‘,‘-‘i’; I . 

‘iiks and allegories, ‘inca$+~of grving any . , : . . : -,~ 
true idea of ~things;and c&ulated to’pleafe on- .~. , : : ,.:_ . 
ly a~fa<age’and’ ig$ant ‘ieopie, defktute of 

: , i ;,;;:‘“‘: 7 j 

* SL. AuguJin &nfeJ&bat there is nti waj ofp-e- ’ 
&-aing. the truefkJ aftbe &-CejrJ &@eh of Ge- 
neji~ wilhout wron@ng re/igiion andqtt~rihting fkinge to 
God which are tinwortAy of him ; and declarej, that 
recourfe muJ Jc bad to Afieprj. Aug. de Gene& 
contra Machiueo&. Origen, nlfo,grant~, ifwe . 

&hry of: the Bible literally, it is abfird fn:d 
&Tory. l’hilof.. p, 12. 
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fcien~e, and unqualified for reafoning. In the 

Cefi of the writings of Mofes, we fee little 

but a firing of marvellous and unprobable fro- 

ries, and a mat of ridiculous and arbitrary 

laws. The author coneludes with giving an 

account of his own death. The books poft+ 

rior to Mofes, exhibit’equal ignorance. Jo- 

ihua flops the fun, which did not move. 

Sampfon, the Jewifh Hercules, has firength to 

overthrow a temple.-But we fhould never fi- 

nifh the ennumeration of the fables and fa& 

boods, of thefe books, which are audaciously 

attributed to the Holy Ghofi. The Tory of 

the Hebrews prefents us only with a mafs of 

tales,.,unvvorthy the gravety of hifiory and the 

majefty of Divinity. Ridiculous to reafota, ‘it 

appears to have been invented only to amufe 

the credulity of a ftupid and infant people. 

This firange compilation is intermingled 

with obfcure and unconne&ted oracles, with 

which different prophets have, from time to 

time, enriched Jewish fuperfiition. Every 

thing, in the Old Tefiament, breathes entbufi- 

$m, fanaticifm, and delirium, often decorated 
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with pompous lan:u:::’ ’ 0 ’ There; every thing 

is to be found, except good fenf~, good logic, 

and reafon, which feems to be abfolutely ex- 

cluded from the books which guide the con- 

&Et of‘ the Hebrews and Chriftians. 

We have already mentioned’the abjec?, and 

often, abfurd ideas of God, which are exhibit- 

ed in the Eible. In this‘book, all his condu&t 

appears ridiculous. He blows hot and cold, 

and contra’ditis himfelf every moment. He 

_ z&h imprudently, and then repents of what he 

had done. He iupports with one hand; and 

defiroys with the other. After having pun- 

ithtd all the human race with death, for 

the fins of man, he declares, by Ezekiel; 

that he is juft, and will not render children re- 

iponfible for the iniquities of their fathers. 

He commands the Hebrews, by the mouth of 

Moies, to rob the Egyptians. In the deca- 

logue, publiibed by Moies; theft and murder 

are forbidden. In abort, Jehovah, ever in, eon- 

tradi&ion with himfelf, varies with circum- 

itances, preierves no uniformity of condu&, 

and is repreiented iir the books, faid to be ip. 

t 
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fpi;ed by his fpirit, as a tyrant, which the moR 

decided villain would blufln’ td be.’ 

When we cait our eyes over the New Tefia- 

ment, there, alfo we fee nothing chara&erifiic 

of that fpirit of truth. which is iaid to have 

di&tated this work. Four hifiorians, or fabu- 

lifts, fiave w&en” the marvellouo hifiory of 

the Me&ah. Seldom agreeing with refpea to 

the circumfiances of his life, they fometimes 

contradia each other in the moit palplble 

maniier. The genealogy of ChriR, given US ’ 

by ?%@ew, differs widely fropl that. given US 

by Like.. One of the ‘Evangeli& fays, that 

Chriit tiab carriedinto Egypt ; whilfi, by ano; 

ther this event is not even hint& at. One , _ ;., , ,, t, /; 
makes the duration of his m$?ion three years, 

while another,reprefents it as on!y as many 

months. We do not find them at better ac- 

cord, refpe&ting the fa&s in gedral, which 

they report. Mark fays that Chrim died at 

the third hour, that is to fay, nine o’clock in 

the morning : John fays, that he died at the 

fixih hour, that is, at noon. According to, ., ,’ 
M&hew and Mark, ‘the woAen,“who, aftk 

. _. 
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the death of Jesus, went to his fepulchre, i3w 

o&y one angel ; whereas, according to Luke * 
and John, they faw two. There angels w&e, 

by fame, faid to be within the tomb ; by 

others, without. .SeveraI of thcmiraclks of 

Jefus are, alfo, differently reported by the 

Evangelifis. This is likewife the cafe with 

his appearances, after his refiirre&n. Ought 

not all, thefe things to excite a doubt of the in- 

fallibility of the Evangel&s, and the.tcality of 

their divine infpirations ? -What fhail WC far 

of the falfe and forged prophecies, applied to 

Chriit in the goipei Z Matthew pretends, that 

Jeremy forebirf that Chrift fhould be betrayed 

for thirty pieces of fdver ; yet, no fuch pro- 

phecy is to be found in Jeremiah. Nothing is 

more tingular than the manner in which 

ChriRian divines evade thefe difficulties. 

Their fofutions are ealcuIated ‘to fatisfy only 

thoie who conceive it their duty to remain in 

hlindnefs. + Every man of fenfe muit feel, 

*Jerome d;,nfe~ Jays, t&t the quotat~oiu o 
Ahttihew da not agree witb the Greek -m--on ?! off e 
Bible. EtafmuJ in obliged to 6onfef5, that fhz,Hdy 
Spirt permitted the ApghVes to go aJlray. 

M , 

, 



_I 

c 124 ? 

that all the induftry and fophifm on earth can 

never reconcile fuch palpable contradiQions ; 

and the efforts of interpreters ferve only to 

fhew the weaknefs of their caufe* IO it, then, 

by fubterfuges, fubtleties, and falflroods, that 

we are to render fervice to God ? 

We find equal errors and contradi&tions 

in ehr pompous gafcanade, and declamatory 

hombafi of St. Paul. The ‘epiitles and ha- 

rangues of this man, infpired by the Spirit of 

‘God, appear to be the enthulialtic ravings of a 

madman. The rnoff laboured commentaries 

have, in vain, endeavoured to’ reconcile the 

contraditiions with which his works are filled, 

and ~he~.&on&iescy of his condt& which 

fometimas’ favoured, and fometimes -oppofed 

Judaifm. * We do not find ourfelves more 

“St.PaufLimj;~informsu~, tbathc warrav$Wu] 
to the third heaven. Why waJ br tranfported thither, 
and what did he learn by his journey 7 Things UA- 

fpeakabk, which ,no man could comprehend. 
What advantage are mankind to derive from all this ? 
St. Paul, in de AL% of the A OJfleJ is guilti 9f- a 
fa&?md, in faying bpfore the big sp p&J?, t&z t he is per- 
&wted, becaufe he is a Pharifee, and on account of 
the refurre&ion. ” Bert at-8 fWG untruth. FL@, 

. 
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enlightened, by the works attributed’ to the 

other ApoRles. It feems as if there perfons, 

infpired by the Holy Gtiofi, came on the earth 

only to prevent their difciples from compre- 

hending what they had been fent to teach 

them. 
. . 

At the foot of the colletiion, which forms 

the New TelZiment, we find the.myitic work, 

known by the nameof theRevefht&ofSf. ;$obn. 

This is an unintelligible thing, in which. the% 

author has endeawu.red~to~o&&luid C%WE~- 

tr;ite all thk gloomy and dieadful ideas co&&$ 
: 

hcdufe PaJwas,‘at that time, the n&j? ae& 
tie of the Cfat+Jinrr retigjon, and cgnJrgi~&$ 
tian. Secondly, becuuj the accadiifisni 
againz him, did not re er to his opinioq on refirrec- 
hon. If we know t at the ApoJle~~ometirnes oon)t_ d 
derfrom the truth, how Jh?ll wc k&c them at 
others t Ih&er, we f1.e thiJ greut Ado Fe hztiflu- 
ally changing his cour~feh arjd coi:duZ. lk Jer$&m 
be point L%& 0pPofl~ Peter. wh ,faqx4re~,.~uda- 
;/;iz ; wbcreds, Is him$ey ufWwar& ccmplzed with 

7! 
’ ewi/h rites. In Jne, be always accommodates 
infey to the circumJance8 of the time, aad 6ecomPs ail 

things to aNmen. He&ems to have@ an exaotrple to 
the Jfiits, of the conch in the Indies, with w&c& 
.%ey are repraa,rSed,‘wf2ere they unite the wor/bip of 
+ .PagW to that of C&r-ii. 

* 
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ed in the reR of the Bible. It exhibits to the 

wretched race of Man; the awful and ap- 

proaching end of a perifhing world. It is ii& 

led with horrid piaures, by gazing on which, 

the trembling Chrifiian bacomes petrified with 

fear and wonder, indifferent to life, and uie- 

lefs, or an incumbrance, to fociety. Thus, in 

a manner not unworthy of itfelf, terminates 

this compilation, fo inefiimable and adorable 

to Chrifiians, fo ridiculous and contemptible 

to the man of rcafon, fo untvorthy of a good 

zrykbounteous God ; fo de&able to him who 

contemplates the unparalleled evils it has 

occaiioned on the earth. 

Having t&en for the rule of their condub 

and ojinions;*a Boo& fo full of blafp$emous 

fables and firiking contradi&ions. concerning 

God, ChriRians have never agreed in the in- I 
terpretation of his will, or precifely known 

what he exaLted from them. Thus, they have 

made this obi‘cure work ‘a bone of comentidn, 

an inexhaufiiblc fource of qrarrcls, a corn t-non 

at-fenal, where all contenL:rg parties have fup- 

plied themfelves with arms, fcr mutual de- 



RruEtion. Geometricians difptie not con- 

cerning the fundamental principles ‘Of their p 

fcience. By what fatality does it happen that’ 

Chrifiian revelation, the foundation of a re- 

ligion on which depends the eternal felicity of 

man, thould be unintelligible, fubjea to dif- 

putes, and often deluge the earth in blood 1 

To fudge by effects, fuch a rqelation) ought 

rather to be thought the work of .a nialign 

fiirit, a genius of darkneis and falfehood, than 

of a God detirous to prefer%; enlighkex7;’ %d 

beatify mankind. I ..& 

CHAPTEP XI. 

Of Chrgiia Mmditp u 

I _ 

_ 

,W ERE we to believe Chrifii+, there 

would haire been no true moralitFori earth, be7 

fore the coming of the founder of &eir fea. 

Theyreprefent the wcxrF;s ha&g been‘plung- 



ed in darknefs arid vice at all times and places 

Me Chriit was unknown. Yet nKirafity 

was always neceffary to mankind ; for, with- 

out it, no fociety can exift. We find, that, 

before ithe time of Chrifi, there were flourifb- 

ing and virtuous nations, and enlightened phi- 

M&i~ers~ who continually reminded mankind 

pf their duties, The precepts of S&rates, 

Confucius, and the Gymnofophifis Of Indig, 

are by no means inferior to thofe of the MS- 

fish of the chrifiians. We find, amongit 

heathensL innumerable infiancee of equity, hu- 

manity;temperance,ditinterefiediiefs,patience, 

and meeknefs, which flatly contradia the pre- 

tenlions of the Chrifiians, and prove that, bc- 

fore Chrift .w& ,known on earth, virtues flou- 

ri&ed, which were far more real than thofe he 

came to teach?0 men. 

Wai a fupernntural revelation neceffary to 

inform mankind that fociety cannot exifi with- 

Out virtue, and that, by the admifhon of vice, 

focieties confent to *their own .deRr&ion ? 

Was it neceirary that a God fhould fpeak, to 

abew, that they have need of mu&l aid and 
b:* \ 



mutual love ? Wag aiIifiance from on High 

neoe%rry to difcover that revenge is an evil, 

and an outrage upon the laws, which, when 

they are juft, a&me to themfelves the right,, 

of r&b&on ? Is not the forgiven& of’inju- 

ries conneQed with this principle ? And is not 

hatred eternal&ed, where implacable revenge 

is exercifed ? Is not the pardoning of our ene- 

mies a greatneis of foul, which gives us an ad: 

vantage over thofe, who o&d us t When we 

dogood tomir, emniesdoerit not giveusa 

fuperiority over them 3 Is not fuch condu&b ( 

calculated to multiply our friends .? Does not 

every man, who is defisoqs to live, perceive;: 

that vice, intemperance, an 

\ 

vohlptuoufnefs, 

muit florten the period of life ? as not ex- . 

perience domonfirated to every thinking be- 

ing, that vice is injurioU8 and deteftable,: even. 

to tbofe who are not free from its empire, and. 
‘. 

that the pra&tiie of *e is the iBy rnean5~ 

of acquiring real efieem <and love ? However 

little mankind may re3eC) on what they then& 

f&es, their true intereits, and the end of fo$i. 

ei&y,are, tlzky sqJr feel what they ought to be?!: 



tr, each other. Good laws will render them 

good ; and where thefe &I., there is nd need 

of flying to heaven for rules for the preferva- 

tion and happineis of fociety. Reaion is iuf- 

ficient to teach us our duties to our fellow- 

creatures. What ailiitnnce can it receive 

from a religion by Rich it is continually con- 

tradi&ted and degraded. 

It is faid, that, Chriftianity far from eounter- 

a&ting morality, is its chief fupport, and ren- 

ders its obligations more facred, by giving t&m 

the fan&Son of God. In my opinion, however, 

the Chrifiian religion, infiead of iupporting 

morality renders it weak and preerious. It 

cannot Pofflbly ‘have any folid fou’ dation 

d 

on’ 

tAk~‘c&mands OlF a’ God, who’ * ‘. F. ” . &an&g, 

@‘rtial, 2nd cairicious, and ordains with the 

fime mouth, jufiice and injuitice, concord and 

carnage, t6leration apd pexlecution. It is im- 

pofiible to follow the precepts of a ratiqnal 

morality, under the empire of a retigion, 
/ 

which makes a merit of the mofi defiruQive 

zeal, enthufiafm alld fanaticifm. A religion, 

which commands us to imitate’ the condu& 

. 
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of a defpot who delights to e&are his crea- 

tures, who is implacable in his vengeance, and 

devotes to flaming d&&ion all who have 

the misfortune to ;iifpleafe him, is incompati- 

ble with all morality. The innumerable ’ 

crimes with which the Chrifiian, more than 

any other religion, has it&red itfelf, have al-. 

vys been committed under the pretext of 

pleagng the ferocious God whom the Chrif- 

tians have inherited from theJews. The mo- 

rd chara&ter of this God, mu& .of aqc&y, 

govern the moral eondua of thofe who adore , 

him. 

‘Hence arifes tbe ucicertainty of CbtSians, 

tiether it be mofb conformab to the fpirit of 

their religion,. to to/vete,m t pfectietbof;cwho f 

differ from them in .opinion. The two @ties 

find them&lves equally authorifed in modes of- . 

condu&t which are d’iame_tjca!ly oppofite. At 

one time, Jehovah de&es his deteflation of 

idolaters, and makes it a duty to extermimite 

them ; at auother time Mofes forbids his peo- 

ple to hcak ill of the God of nations. The Son 

of God forbids perfecution, after having iaid 

I 
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tkat men nqrit be cimJirf&J to enter into Iii5 

kingdom. Yet, as the idea of a fevere and 

cruel God m’akes a much deeper impreffron 

-than that of 2 bounteous one, true Chrifiiaas 

have generally thought it their duty to exert 

their zeal againfi thofe, whom they have fup- 

pofed to be enemiedto their God. They bavc 

imagined it impotlible to offend him by efpo$- 

ing his caufe with too much ardor. Toleratron 

has feldom been pra&ifed, except by indolent 

and phlegmatic ChrTfiians, of a temperammt 

little analogous to,that of the God whom they 

fen% 

M~tl not a true. Chrifi~an, to hofc imifa- 

tion the examples of the fain and heroes ‘of J 
the Q@.‘J?eRamerttare prop&d, bcorrrc~-fe- 

rfaious and fanguinary ? Wib he riot fir14 md- 

.:tiires for- cruelty in the eonduQ of Mofes, who 

twice caufed the blood of Ifrael to fiream, and 

immolated to his God more than forty thcu- 

fand viQims ? 7’0 jufiify his own, will henot 

appeal to the perfidious cruelty -of Pbinear, 

robeI _and Judith? Will he not ‘fee II&id to 

be a monfier of barbarity, adultery, and nb+ 
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lion; which neverthelefs does not prevent his 

being a man offer God’s own heart ? In fhort,’ 

t.he whole Bible informs the Chrifiian that his 

God is delighted with a furious zeal in his fer- 

Vice j and this zeal is fufficient to clofe his 

eyes on every fpecies of crime. 

Let us not, then furprifed to fee Chrif- 

t&s inceffantly yzrfecuting each other. If 

they are at any time tolerant, it is only when 

thq are themfelves perfecuted, or ,. too weak 

to perfecute others. Whenever they have 

power they become the terror and del?.ru&tid@ 

of each other., Since Chrifiia ’ b firit $gp#ed 

on earth, its different feQs have ince!&ntly ’ 

quarrelled. They have mutually exercifed the 

roofi relined cruelty. Sovereigns, in imitation . 

of David, have efpoufed the quarrels of d&ok 

dant priefis, and ferved God by firs? ,ad 

fword. Kings themfelves have often perished 

the vi&Ems of religious fanaticifm,which tram- _ 

pies on every moral duty in obedience to its 

God. _ 

In a word, the religion, which boaits; of 

&vg in brought peace on eaj-th and good will to- 
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wards meti, &xi for eighteen centuries caufea 

more ravages, and greater effutions of blood, 

than all the fuperfiitions of Heathenifm. It 

has raifed walls of feparation between the ci- 

&ens of the fame Rate. It has banified co* 

cord and affe&tion from families. It has made 

; duty of injufiice and inhumanity. The fol- 

lowers of a Cad, who was unjufily offended% 

mankind, became as unjufi as be.. The fer- 

vants of a jealous and vindiQive God, conceiv- 
. 
cd it their duty to enter into his quarrels and 

avenge his injuries. ’ Under a God of cruelty, 

it was judged meritorious to caufe the earth 

to echo with groans, and ff oat in blood. 

Suchare the important fervices which the 

Chiiltian religion has rendered to morality. 

Let it not be fa,id, that, it is thro’ a fhameful 

abufe of this religion, that thefe horrors have 

ha&ened, A ‘fpirit of perfecution and into- 

kranceis the fpirit of a religion ordained by B 

God, jealous-of his power, a God’who has 

formally commanded the cornmillion of mur- 

der ; a God, who, in the excels >f his anger, 

has not f&red even his own Son ! The fervant 

, 

, . 

;, 
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of fuch.+ God, is much furer toi pleafe him by 

exterminating. his enemies,+ than, by, permittiug 

.them to offend ahig in peace. Such a God 

muR neceffarily fene as. a.pretaxt to the mofi 
_defIruQive:~exceffes. A zeal for his glsry4s 

ufed as a veil to conceal the paflions of all im- 

pofcors and fanatics.whopretend to beinterpre- 

ters of the will &heaven,; and the .&hufi~fi 

hopes to wath away -the .greateft crimesr,ky 

:bathing .his ha& in &e,.bJoqd of the: enemies 

‘oZ’his God, 

By a natural confequence of the &me prin- 

#ipIes, an intolerant~rebigion can,& qt,nly con- 

’ ditjonalfy fti&e to, the.ati&&y pQ, tem- 

poral Covereigns. Jews and Chriitians qannolof 

be obedient to .a temporal government, unkfs 

its laws‘ be conformed ta the..arbitrary, and,. of- 

ten rediculoas command;. of their Gad .:L)ut 

%vho. f&d1 ,decide dlether the Jaws, :.m 

advaatagcous to:fo&ty,:are conformed .to’&c 

will of thisGod ? vrWihout.&ubt, his miaif- 

*s+;the uonfu$ants.of hisfecret$ add interpre-* 

ters oFhis oracles. “:Thus, in o.Chrikian itate, 
* N . . 



the citizens muR be fubje&t rather to fpiritual 

than temporal government, to the prieit ra- 

ther than the magifirate. Hence mufi arife 

civil war, bloodfhed, profcription, and all 

that infpires the human breaft with hor- 

ror. 

Such is the fupport afforded to morality by 

a r&ion, the firit principle of which is * to 

admit the God of the Jews, that is, a tyrant, 

whofe fantafI.ii comniandsannihilate every rule 

neceffary to the tranquil exiAence of fociety. 

This God creates jui’tice and injufiice, his Su- 

‘premeWd1 changes good into bad,and vice into 

virtue. Hi-s caprice overturns the laws, which 

‘he himfelf had given to nature. He defiroys 

at his pleafure, the moral relations among 

mankind. In his’ own condu&? he difpenfes 

with all duties towards his creatures. He 

8 to authorife them to follow no certaih 

: laws, except thdfe prefcribed to them, in dif- 

ferent circumfiances& the voice of his mi- 

niff ers and prophets. Thefe, when in power, 

preach nothing but fubmiilion. If an attempt 

be made to abridge that power, .they preach 
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arnx and rebellion. Are they weak ? ‘rhey 

preach toleration, patience and meeknefy. Are 

they itrong ? They preach perfecution, ra- 

venge, rapine and cruelty. They always+ 

find in Holy Writ argumeqs to authorife thefe 

different modes of condu&. They iind in the 

oracles of their jufi and immutable God, ,ar- 

guments amply fufficient to jufiify atiions dia- 

metrically oppofite in their nature and effence. 

To lay the foundation of morality on fuch a 

-God, or open bo&s which containlaws Fo con- 

tradiaory, is to give it an u&able bate j it is 

to found it on the caprice of thofe who f’eak 

in the name of God ; it is to found it on 

the temperament of each one of his ado- 

rers. 

Morality kould be founded upon invariable 

rules. A God, who dearoys the& +es, 

defiroys his owa work. If God be the 

of man, if he intepds their happitiefs and pr+ 

fervation, he io@d havq them to be juk, hu- 

mav, and ben&oJent, md averfe to injt&ce, 

fanaticifm and cr&tyq”’ 
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From what. has been faid, we may foe wh?t 

wa.otight to&ink oftbt&~divine~ who pretend, 

thaq w&out the CliriAian religion there’ could 

tlb. neither mrxality nor virtue among man- 

kin&’ ~a:co~fa:afi~~s~propo~tion wtiid. 

muoh.nig_& app~a&.tbtrath::ad it .migh& 

bemaintained; that; ;e~y ChriRiaxr. W~Q iti-, 

tat& hisi G&and .pr&ifes:alli his commands, 

mu& ~&ufT%rily~ ba an\ immoral perion. IS it; 

be f+.#,~ tha tti& oomnva~~!db are not! al@+]re 

unjU& an&t.h;ttf tlie~fcripturesofien~breatht be& 

nea&n6e&I+nmxy~ and e&ity, I anfWeP2 

~C~WWRIUC: m& ‘h&e+ah into&ant motility 

fomtiimes good and fomtiimes bad, according 

to- it;Mcre& a indiuidbrals. It appears rhat 

ChrilXans mu& either be whol19; deffitute d 

true tiosaG$f, or ‘Gbri& &iallg from 

vir&ef*oo vioe, and Etom vice toibirtne. 3 

T* ChriSan religinn is bWa rotten prop ta 

morality. It Will i~#bex exa~i~ti’an, and 

every. mx& who d&over+. its, de&&a w&l he- 

ready to belkve that the. mcsrality founded on: 

hh, ? baGs can be only‘s chimera; Thus we 

often behold men, who have couched the neck 

, 
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beneath the yoke of religion, break loofe at 

once and abandon themfelves to debauchery, 

intemperance, and every kind of vice. .Efca)- 

ing from the flavery of fuperfiition, .they #ly to 

complete anarchy, and disbelieve the exifience 

of all moral duties, becaufe they have found 

religion to be ‘but a fable. Ifence, among 

Chriitians, the. worda injdcZ1and libertine have 

become fynonymous. All, the& inconvenien- 

ces would be avbi+d~ if mankind, :i&esd, of 

being taught a theological, &re tauiht, a n&u- 

raI morality. InAead of interdiEting imem- 

perance and vice becaufe they are’ offenfi$e to 

God and ielighn ; they should be prevented, 

by convincing man that they are deftruaive to 

his exifience, and render him contemptible in 

fociety; that they are difapproved and fqbid- 

den by reafon and nature, who aim at. 

fervation, and dire& him ta take the p 

leads to permanent felicity. Whatever may be 

the will of God, and independently of the fu- 

ture rewards and punishments announced by 

religion, it is eafy to prove to every man, that, 

it is,. iR this world, his interefi to preferve his 
N2 
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health, to refpefi virtue, acquire the efieem of 

his fellow-creatures, and, in fine, to be chafie, 

tgmperate, and virtuous. Thofe,. whole paif- 

ons will not buffer them to attend to prin- 

ciples fo clear and reafonable, will not be more 

docile to the voice of a religion,which they will 

ceafe to believe the moment it oppofes their 

mifguiding propentities. 

Let, then, the pretended advantages, p;hich 

the ChriAian religion lenda morality, be no loo- 

tier ho&ed. The principles drawn from revs- 

Iation tend to .its deitr.u&ion. We have fie- 

qucnt efimples of Chrifiian nations, whofe 

marks are far more corrupted, than thok of 

people whom they Ryle infidels and heathens. 

the former are at leti, mofk fubjeti to religious 

fanatkn, a pailion calculated to banish j&ice 

and all the focial virtues from fociety. 

ChriBianity creates intolerants, and perfecu- 

tars, who are much more injurious to fociety 

,than the moft abandoned debauchees. It is, 

at Iiafi, certain, that the mofi Chrifiian na- 

tions of’>urope; are not thofe, where true 

-?lity is me% felt and praQifed. In SEain, 
fi10\8_ 

, 
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Portugal and Italy, where the moR fuperfiitious 

fc&t of Chritkians has fixad its refidencc, peo- 

ple live in the moft fhameful ignorance of 

their duties. Robbery, afiiflination, debauch- 

ery, and perfecution,. are there .carried to t&&r. 

worfi extretne ; and yet 711 men are full of re- 

ligion. Few virtuous men erifi in thofe 

countries. ,Religion itfelf there becomes 3.n 

accomplice to vice, furnifhes crimipqls yrith 

an afylum, and procures to them eafy ,m,ea.ns . 
of reconciliation with God. Prefents, prayer& 
and ceremonies, there, furnifh mankind with h 

difpenfation from the pra@e pf virtue. 

Amongit nqti.qns, prh.0 .bo# of ppffeffrng 

Chrifiiasity in ah its purity, religion has fo.en- 

tirely abforbed the attention of its ~fe+r@s, 

rhat morality .enters not. into their thought j* 

and they think they fulfjl a~ &ir $rties‘(ry,~ 

fcrupulous obfervation 0-f the m&& Qf $- 

perititio.us cerempnies, whil.fi they.are,&angers 

to all focial .affe@ions qkl labour .for the de&_ ’ 

truQion.of.h,uma.n happinefs. 

.:. I 

. 



CHAPTER XII. 

’ Of t& Chr$%a YirtuS.r. 

vv HAT has been faid is fufheient to fhew 

what we ought to think of Chriitian morality._ 

If we examine the virtues recommended in the 

Chrifiian religion, we find them but illy talc 

culated for mankiud. They lift him above 

his fphere, are ufelefs to fociety, and often of 

dangerous confcqnence., In the boaRed pre- 

cepts, which Jefus ChriIt cae to give man- 

kind, we find little but extravagant maxims, 

the pta&iie of w@ch i@poffible, and rules, 

&eh tieraIly%%i*; mutt prove injurious 

to fociety. In thofe of his precepts that are 

prafiicable, we find nothing which was not as 

well or better known to the fages of antiquity, 

yithout the aid of revelation. 

According to the. Mefhah, the whoie duty 

of man confifis in loving Cod above .a11 

things, and his neighbor as himfelf. Is it 

poflrble to obey this precept ? Can man love ;t 

Cod above all things, who is reprefente&.a 



wrathful, capricious, unjuft, and implacable ? 

who is faid to be cruel enough to damn his 

creatures eternally ? Can mun love above all 

things, an obje& the mofi dreadful that hu- 

man imagination could, ever conceive ? Cati 

fuch an obje&b excite’in the human hewa fen- 

timent of love ? How can we love that which 

we dread? How can we delight,& the God, 

under whofe rod we tremble ? Do we not-de-; ’ 

ceive ourfelves, when we thinlr we 1 

ing, Eo terrible, and fb cak!$&d to koiteno- 

thing but horror *? 
L 
$ iir :. r 

Is it even praQicable for ~anJtind to love ’ 

their neighbours as themfelves ? Every man na- 

turally l&es himfclf in preference to all 

others, He loves his fellow-creatures only 

in proportion as they contribute to his happi+ 

nefs. He eyrcifes virtue in doing good to hia... 

neighbow. tie, a&&n3rotdy when he f;t; , 
. 

crilkes,his f&~l~ve to his love for‘ mot&r. 
. 

*nt. Swwf$w, v&b w.& twt.& &t: 4 7njw, bJ 
fenfc cwotfear th Gods, &a_uJeb n.o maq can love 

dmt he fears. De Benef. 4. Tk B&eJay, t& 
&f oftbe Lot-&J tb> beg&z&~ OJ wfda+ j? && 
it ratkr the beginning offoo/lut 



I‘ 1.14 I 

Yet he will never love his fellow-creatures but 

for the ufeful qualities he finds in them. He 

can love them no farther than they are known 

ta him, and his love for them muit ever be 
governed by the good he receives from them. 

To love one’s enemies is then impofhble. 

A man may abfiain from doing evil to- the 

p&on by whom he is injured ; but l&e is an 

a&&ion which can be excited $ our hearts, 

only by an obje&t which we fuppofed friendly 

to us. Politic nations, who have em&ted jufi 

and wife laws, have always forbidden indivi- 

duals to revenge,, or do j&ice to themfelves. 

A fentiment of generofty, of greatncfs of 

foul or heroifm, may induce mankind to do 

good to thofe from Whom they G&r’ injuries. 
By fuch means they exalt themfehes above 

their enemies, and may even change the dif- 

pofition of their hearts. Thus, without hav- 

ingrecourfe to a fupernatural morality, we 

feel that it is our interefi to itifle in our hearts 

the lufi of revenge. Chrifiians may, there. 

fore, ceaie to boait the forgiver& of injuiieo, 

as a precept that could be given only by tbeiF 
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1 God, and which proves the divine origin of’ 

their morality. Pythagoras, long before the 

time of Chriit, had faid, ie? men revenge tbem- 

JeJves upon their enemies, only by iabouring to. / 

convert them intojriends. Socrates taught that 

*it was not lawfulfor a man, who bad received 

an injury, to revenge it by doing another injwy. 

Chrifi muft have forgotten that he fpoke to 

men, when, in order to condu d them to per- 

fe&tion, he commanded them to abandon their 

poffeflions to the avidity of the firit who 

fhould demand them ; to turn the othe 

cheek to receive a new infult 5 to op$ofe no 

refiitance to the moR outrageous violence ; to 

renounce the perishable riches’of this world ; 

to, forfake houfes, poffeflions, relations, an4 

friends to follow him 5 and to reje&t even 

the moR innocent pleafures. Who does ‘&ot 

fee, in the$e fublhne precepts, the language of 

enfhuiiafm and’ hyperbole 1 Are’not they cal- 

culated to difcourage man, and throw him m- 

to defpair ? If ‘literally praaifed, woaId they 

pot prove ruinous to fociety ? 
, --. __._ 
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What fball ‘we Eay of the morality, which 

corn&& the human heart to detach it&If 

from objeQs which reafon commands it to 

‘love ? When we refufe the blefings offered 

. us by nature, do we not defpife the benefac- 

tions, of .rhe One Supreme ? Wh$ real good 

can refult to fociety from the .melancholy and 

fe~och.~s virtues, ‘which Chtifiians confider 

indif~en~ble ? Can a,man coneinue ufeful to 

’ fociety, when his mind is perpetually agitated 

with imaginary terrors, gloomy ideas, and 

black inquieutudes, which incapacitate him for 

the perfdrmance of his duties to his family, 

his country, and mankind ? If the Chrifitian 

adhete II&My to the gloomyprinciples of his 

rebgion;muR he not become equally infup- 

portable to himfelf, and thofe by whom .he is 

firrounded? , 

It cannot be faid, that, in general, fanati- 

cifm and, enthufiafm are the bares of. the 

morality of Chrifi. The virtues, -which he 

recommends, tend to render men unfooial, to 

plunge them into melancholy, and often to 

render them injurious totheir fellow-creatures. 



Among human beings, hcmap virtues are 

neceffary ; Chrifiian virtues are not calculat-, 

ed on the fcale of real life. Society*has need 

of real virtues, from which it may derive 

energy, a&tivit)r, and fupport. Vigilance, la- 

bor, and affe&tion, are necetrary to families. 

A d&e of enjoying lawful pleafures, and 

augmenting the Cum of their happinefs, is. ne- 

ce%‘ary to all mankind. The Chrittian reli- 

gion is perpetually bufied iu degrading fman- 

kind by threatening. them with difmaying ter-‘, 

rors, or diverting them with frivolous hopes ; 

fentiments equally proper to turn them from 

their true duties. If the ChriSan literally 

obey the precepts of his legislator, he will ever 

be either an ufelefs or injurious member of fo,, 

ciety *. 

NotavitbJanding tbc euhgiu iav$ed Jy ChriJianr 
on the precept8 of their divine majeer, $oA- of them m-t 
wbolfy contrary tc q&y pnd right rcafon. w&en 
Jefis Jays, make to yourfelves friends in heaven 
with the mamman of unrighteoufoefs, rloes he net 
plajnly injijltrate, that we may take from others 
wberewitbal to give alms to the poor ? Divines will 

fay that he spoke in parables; the/-, parabfe$ are, 
however5 eaJily unfofded. In the rnq &-he, th 

0 



what real advantage can mankind derive 

from thofe ideal virtues, which Chriitians 

fiyle’evnngdic, divines &c. and which they pre- 

fer to the%cial; humane and‘ fubftantial vira 

tues, and without which they pretend no man 

tin pleafe God, or enter into his glory ? Let 

us examine thofe boaited virtues in detail. 

Let ps fee of what utility they are to fociety, 

tind whether they trulp merit the preference . 
which is given them, to thofe which are 

pointed out by reafon as neceffary to the wel- 

fare of mankind. 

The firft of’the Chriftias virtues is faillh, 

+ich ferves as a foundation for all the others. 

It confifis in an impofible conviQion of the 

revealed doQrines and abfurd fables &hi& 

the Chrifiian religioh command8 its difciplcs 

jrccep h but too weEI jollowrd. Mnny Cb&zns 
cheat an&&&& during Ad ibeir hve~ to have the 
p/eaJure of making dot&ions at their death tocburches, 
motiaJerie.r, UC.-The Me&b, at anoibcr time, 
treated his motbey, wba with paretialfolicitzde wa’c 
feeling him, extremely ill. 
tojeal an hTJ. 

He commands hit dl$ciples 
He drowns an berd of/iome, WC. 

It WI@ be confeJed, tbefe things do not agree etircme$ : 
f&i qvdh good morality, 

Q 

. 

, 



I’ 149 3 

to believe. Hence it appear‘s that this vir%& 

cxa& a total renpnoiation of reafon, and im- 

prtk3ScabIe afkitt to improbable fatts, and a 

b&d fubraiifion to the authority af qriefrs, 

whb artz the only guaran&eo of the truth of ’ 

the do&in& and tiirkcles that every Ch&ian 

mufi believe under penalty of damnation. 

This virtue, although neceffary to a!1 man- 

kind, is neverthelcfs., a iift of heaven, and 

the efhA of a f’ecial giace. ft forbids 31 

doubt and enquiry; ,_ and it deprires ma,n of 

the liberty of exercifing his reafon and refkxi- 

on. It reduces him to the pafhve acquiefcencc 

of beaRa in matters which he is, at tImTame . 
time, told are of al1 things moA important to 

his eternal happinefs. Hence it is plain, that 

faith is a virtue invented by men, who &isk- 

ing from the light of reafon, deceivg their 

feilow-creatures, to f&j& them,@ their awn 

authority) and degraded them that they might 

exercife an empire over them. If faith -k 3 

virtue, it is certainly ufeful mly to the fpirib 

tual guides of the ChriRians j for they alone 

@6x its fruits. It. cannot but bs: *jar&g ,;; 
_. *. _ ’ 

I 



t6other pen, who are taught by it to defpife 

that reafon, which difimguiihes them from 

brutes, and is their only faithful guide in this 
’ 

world. 43rifiians, however, rkprefent this 

rdafon as perverted and an unfaithful ‘guide ; 

_by which. they feem to intimate that it was not 

.made for reafonable beings. May we not, how- 

ever, at?& them how far this renunciation of 

reafon ought to be carried ? Do not they them- 

klves, in certain cafes, have recourfe to rea- 

fan ? Do they not appeal to reafon, when they 

ondeavck to prove the exifience of their God ? 

3~ this as it may, it is an abfurdity to fay 

we believe that, of which we have no concep- 

fion, .yhat; then, are the motives of the 

Chrifiian,’ for Pktendiug to fuch a belief ? 

His confidence in ‘his fpiritual guides. But 

what is the foundation of this confidence ? 

Revelation. On what, then, is Revelation 

itfelf Pounded? On the authority of fpiritual 

-guides. Such is the manner in which Chrifli- 

ansreafon. Their arguments in favor of faith 

are c&&fed in the following fentence. TO , 
i&&Ld “pziigion it is necefiry to have faith, 
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and to have faith, YOU midJ belietie in our ye:;- 

gion. Or, it is necel&ry to have faith already, 

in order to believe in the necefitj of faith.* 

The phantom Faith; vanifhes at the apb 

preach of the fun of reafon. It Ycan never 

fufiain a calm examination. tience, it arifes,, 

that certain Chrifiian divines are fo much at 

enmity with fcience. The founder of their * 
religion declared, that his law was made for 

ignorant men and children. Faith is ‘the ef- 

fe&t of a grace which God feldom grants to 

enlightened perfons, who are acCufiomed to 

confult their reafon. It is adapted only to the 

minds of men, w’ho are incapable of reflexi- 

* .M,q divines have mnintnined, tint f+5 

without works is fu&cient for fahation. This in 

the virtue, which is, in gcnerr;l, moj cried up by 
them: It is, .H ieaJ, the oni m@ ncce@ary to the& 
ex$ence. It is not, thcrcfoon, firpr$ng ht t4ey 
$m+&z~oured to eJab@ it. hy Jire fn$ &or$. 

d 
or the Support of faith tAat tLe InptJiLon 

Burned rrctics und yews. #i+p and ~~~~$bprp~ 

feeute, for the eJab&hnt off&h -l%jlhs haa 

de&-oyed tbofe wwbo wet-4 deJitute of faith k o&+ 

to dsmonjratc td th their trrur. 0, won&p 

&tur, and we&y of tt% God of mercies ! H;, mi_ 

t$&s p&i manAnd, wbers he q&f@ thgm JW ,. (4 
gwcc-!l! 

02. ‘.$I 
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on, rendered iqfane by enthufiafm, or invin- 

cibly attached to the prejudices of childhood. 

Science muft ever be at enmity with this reli- 

gion ; for in proportion as eitE& of them 

gains ground the other muft lofe. 

Another Chrifiian virtue, proceeding from 

the former, is Hope. Founded on’ the flat- 

tering promifes, given by this religion to thok ‘~ 

who render themfelves wretched in this life, 

it feeds their enthufiafm. It induces the;’ 

firmly to ‘believe that God will reward, in 

heaven, their gloo:zlinefs, inutility, indolence, 

prayers, and deteitation of pleafures on earth. 

HOW can a man, who, being intoxicated with 

%hefe pompous hopes, ,become indit?‘erent to 

his own,happinefs, coniern himfelf wi,t,h that 

of his fellow-creatures ! The Chriitian be- 

lieves that he pleafes his God by render_inghim- 

felf miferable in this life j and> however flat- 

tering his hopes may be for the future, they 

m liere empoifoned by the ‘idea of a jealbus 

God, who commands hiA to work out his 

swri~falvation with fear and trembling, and 

who 641 plnn~ge him into ek&z4 tcrture, if 

i 

I 

i 

I 

till 
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he for a moment has the weaknefs to be a 

man. 

Another of the Chrifiian virtues is Chaui+ 

It con& inioving God and our neighbour. 

We have always feen how difficult, not to fay 

impotbble, it is, to feel fentiments of ten- 

dernefs for any being whom we fear. It will 

undoubtedly be raid, that the fear of Chrifii- 

an8 is a filial fear. But words cannot change 

the efince of things. Fear is a pafion, total- 

ly oppolite to love. A fan, who fears the and 

ger, and dreads the caprices of a father, can 

never love him fmcerely. The love, there- 

fore, of a Chrifiian to his God, can never be 

true. In vain he endeavours to feel fntiments 

of tendernefs for a rigorous mafter, at whofe 

idea his heart flirinks back ir. terror. He can 

never love him but as a tyrant, to whom his 

mouth renders the homage that. his heart re: 

fufes. The devotee is not honelb to himfelf,. 

when he pretends to love his God. His af: 

feQion is a di&embled’homage, lie that which 

men are forced to render to certain inhuman 

clefpots, ‘kk~c~’ $hile. they &ad their_ fgbje& 
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in the dufi, demand from them the exterior 

marks of attachment. If fame. tender minds, 

by force of illuiion, feel fentiments of divitre 

he, it is then a my&c and romantic paflion, 

produced by a warm ;emperament, and an 

ardent imagination , which prefent their God 

to them drefid in fmiles, with all his imput- 

ed fauits concealed.+ The love of God is 

not theleafi incomprehenlible myftery of this 

religion. 

Charity, confidered as ‘the love of mankind, 

is a virtuous and neceffary difpolition. It then 

becomes no more than ,that tender humanity 

which attaches us to our fellows, and inclines 

US to love and alhit them. But how ihall we 

reconcile this attachment with the commands 

$ It is an nrdent and tender tempraaent that pm- 
&es my&c devotion. HQllcicol ‘women, are thofc 

w&o commonly love God with m@ vivacity, they love 
him to diiraRion, as they wauld iovc a man. In mr- 

tit& &fcriQtion. 7hcir imqinations grow “id, 
and they give to t&r God, wham they @nt Ia the 
noj4 captivating colours, 
OTC not permitted tb CeJIw 
c&s. . It requires n Jlrong imu~i~atis+‘t# br fmittan 
aid an @e&l unhwn. 

I 



of a jealous God, who would have US to love 

none but himfelf, and who came to feperate the 

friend from the friend, and thk ion from the 

father ? According to the precepts of. the 

gofpel it would be criminal to offer. God an 

heart kared by an earthly obje&. It would 

be ‘idolatry thus to confound the crea- 

ture with the Creator. And further, how can 

the Chrifiian love beings who continnally of- 

fend his God ? Beings who would continually 

betray himfelf into offence ? ’ How can 

’ he love finners I Experience teaches ‘US 

that the devout, obliged by principle to hate 

thdmfelpes, have very little morn #%&xr for 

others. If this.6 not the cafe, they have not 

arrived at the perfeQion of divine love. ?Ve 

do not find that thoie, who are fuppofed to 

love the. Creator tnofi ardently, thew much af- 

fe&n for his creatures. On thecontrary, 

‘we fee them fill with bitternefs all who fur- 

roundthem; theycriticife withfeverity thefaults 

of others, and make it a crime to fpeak ofhn- 

man frailty with indulgence. * A fincere 
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love for God muR be accompanied with zeal. 

A true Chriitian mufk be enraged when he 

fees his God offended. He muA arm himfelf 

with a jufi tid holy feverity to reprefa the of- 

fenders. He mufi have an ardent clefire to 

extend the empire of his religion. A zeal, 

originatiog in this divim iov~~ has been the, 

fmrrce of the terrible perfecutions of which 

Chrittians have ib often been guilty. Zeal 

produces murderers as well 8s martyrs. It is 

this zeal that prompts intolerant man to WI& 

the thtmder from the band of the Moit H&h, 

to avenge him ef his enemies. It is this zeal 

,that cat&es members of the fame fiate, and the 

fame family, to de& and torment each other 

fur opinions, and p&i ceaymon$s, which 

thty are led to e&cm as of the lafi importance. 

It is this zeal that has a thoufand times kindled 

Chafe religious wars fo remarkable for their 

ton&+ag tht hvt of brt A und and kit dome&~. 
A gloomy. and mc?ancholy re igion cannot rcn&-r itx f@ 
d+fp!rs very amiable. A fud and $kn monarch 
m&2 kavc fad and Sullen fib+. CbriJianr have 

ju&cicuJy remarfied, that Jefus Chrifi wept, bur 
meter. firrile& 
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atrocity. Finally, it is this zeal far religion 

which j&&s culumny, treafon, carnage, and, 

in fhort, the difordere moit fatal to fociety. 

It has al ways been confidered asp iawfut to en. 

ploy artifice, falfehood, and force, in fuppo;t 

of the c&e-of God. The mok choleric and 

corrupted men are commonly the mofi zeal- 

C3U.S. They hope, that for the fake of their 

zeal, Heaven will pardon the depravity of their 

manners, be it ever fo exc&ve. 

It is irom an e&O of tiie fame ze;li that 

enthufiafiic Chrifiians ffy over every fea 

and continent, to extend the eTpipe,o,f their _ 

God and ’ make new profely&. Sdmulated 

by this zeal, mifionaries go to trouble the rc- 

pofe of what they,call heathen natiorts, whiIfi 

they would be afionifhed and enraged to find 

millionaries from thofe satins endeavotwing 

to propagate a new religion in rheir country. * 

* Kambi, Emperor of China, a&d the Jefuuit m;$- 
Jionaries nt Pelin, what thfy auorrldfay, i 

If 
be&a&i 

fend m@onaries to their natk. “ffhc rmo ts exc&dbJ 
ibe ~e/iiits iu Japan aud lZt&opk are well Rnown. 
A ho4 mijionary has been heard to fay, that witbout 
nrujcts, m#oaaric~ couldncver tnakprofc~tc~. 
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When thefe propagators of the faith have had 

power * in their hands, they have excited the 

mofi horrid rebellions ; and have, in conquer- 

ed countries, exercifed cruelties calculated on- 

ly to render the God detefiable, whom they 

pretended to ferve. They have thought that 

men who had fo long been itrangers to their 

God could be little better than bealts ; and, 

therefore, judged it lawful to exercife every 

kind of violence over them. In the eyes of 

a Chrifiian an infidel is feldom worthier than 

,a dog. 

It is apparently in imitation of the Jews 

that Chrifiian nations have ufurped the pof- 

.ieflions of ‘the inhabitants of the new world. 

TheCafiilians andPortuguefehad thefameright 

‘to the poireflion of America and Africa, that the 

Hebrews,had to make themfelves mafters of 

the land of Canaan, and exterminate its inha- 

bitants, or reduce them to flavery. Have not 

Popes arrogated the right of .difpoling of dif- 

tant empires to their favorite Monarchs in ‘Eu- 

rope ? Tkfe manifefi violations of the’law 

of ‘nature and of nations appeared jufi to thofe 

I 
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ChriSan princes, in favour of whom religion 

fanQified avarice, cruelty, and ufurpation. * 

Humility is, alfo, confidered by Chrifiians 

as a fublimc virtue, and of inefiimable value. 

No fupernatural and ditine revelations are ne- 

oefl‘ary to teach us that pride does not become 

man, and that it renders him difagreeable to 

others. Ail mu!3 be convinced, on a moment’s 

tcfle&ion, that arrogance, prefumption, and 

vanity, are difgufiing and contemptible &ali-- 

ties. But Chrifiian humility is carried to a 

more refined extreme. The Chrifiian mufi 

renounce his reafon, miitrufi his virtures; re- 

fufe to do j&ice to his own good a&ions, and 

reprefs all felf efieem, however well merited. 

Whence, it appears, that this pretended virtue, 

I . 
/. * St. AuguJr;n ,Gzys, tbat of right divine, ail thin+ 
‘te!ong lo the juJ. A maxitn which iz fork&d tn’ d 
paJ(+e in the Pfuh, wbicb J&Y, the jirj@a/l eat the 
frut of th Inhour cf the unrighteous. It :s knowwri 
that the PopP, b3 a, hligivef~ in favour cif th kings 
of GaJfiIe, Arragon,‘and 
demarcation w&c& was to rule 
each bad gained over the h&h. 
ciplee, is not tbt whole earth te 
Gb$an tap&y P 

P 
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only degrades and debafes man in his own 

eyes, deprives him of all energy, and Riffles in 

,him .evcry d&ire of rendering himfelf ufeful 

to foci&y. To forbid mankind to’ efieem 

themfelves and merit the efieem.of others, is 

to break the only powerful firing that Inclines 

’ them to Rudy,, indufiry, -and noble %&Sons. 

This ChriKan virtue is calculated only to en- 

: der them abje@ flaves, wholly ufeleh to the 

‘world; and’make all viitue give place’in them, 
. 

q to a bhnd fubmifhon to their fpiritual guides. 

Let us not be furprifed,that.a religion which 

boafii of being ,fupernatural fhould endeavour 

to ‘unnaturalize man. This religion, in the 

; delirium of its enthufiafm, forbids mankind to 

love themfelvis. It’ commands them to hate 

pleafures and court grief.‘- It makes a 

‘merit of-a!1 voluntary evils they do unto them- 

felves. Hence thofe anfierities and penances 

fo defiru&tive to health ; Thofe extravagant 

mortifications, cruel privations, and gradual 

‘fuicid&, by which fanat+ ChriAians think 

they merit heaven. It mufi be confeffed, all 

Chriftians do not feel themfelres capable a$ 
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fuch marvellous perfeQions, but all bdic& 

themlelves more or MS obliged &mortify 

the flefh, and renounce the bleffings prepared 

for them by a bounteaus God, who they fupr 

pofe, offers his good things onl,y that, they 

may be refufed, and would be offended thouhi 

his creatures prefume to touch them. 

R.e.afon eanriot approve virtues which are. 

deftru&ive to ourfelves, nor a’dlini-a God who 

is delightedpzhen mankind render themfelves 

mifffable,.a.nd v&nt;uily f&&ttb+‘torments. 

Reafon and experience, without &e aid of ’ 

fuperfkition, are fufficient. to prove, that paE; 

fins and pferfures, gut&d’ tn$xc&fs;J detroy 

us ; and that the,abufe of the befb things be- 

comes a real evil. Nature herfelf ‘inculcates 

upon us the privation of things which prove 

injurious to us. A being, felicitous ~QJ _@s 

own prefervation, mufi re(traig’irnlgul~r..gro- 

peniities,, and Ay whatever tends .,to’. hia &- 

fit-u&on. It is plain, that by the ChriRian re- 

ligion, fuicide is, a.t leafi, indire&tllg au&&ed. 

It was .in confequence of .thefe fanatical 

,&as, that, in the e4iefi ,?g’&es of C$iO,ig@ty, 

c 



the fore&s and defarts we‘re’peopied with pm 

feR ChriAians, who, by flying from the world, 

left their farnil& defiitute of fupport, and 

cheir‘country of citizens, to abandon them- 

ii&es to an idle and contemplative life. Hence 

thofe legions. of monks and cenobites, &o, 

under the fkandards of different.entMiafts, 

have enrolled themfeks into a, militia, bur- 

thenlome and injurious to fociety. They 

*bought to merit; heavan, by burying tilentq 

which might be ietriceable to their fellc&-c& 

tizenr, and vowing a life of! indolence and- cdi- 

bacy. Thus, in nations which arethe maii faith 

ful to Chri&ianity, a multitude of men XB- 

der thet&elves ufelefs and wretche6 ali their 

)ivPs, What heart is fo hard a~ to refpfe a 

I te;ll~ tb the lot’ of the haplefs vi&&s taken 

from that enchanting fcx which was dcftined 

to, give happincfs to our own ! _Unfortunate 

dunes of youthful e,nthuGafm, or Eacrificcd to 

rhe ambitious views of imperious families, 
~ 

they are forever exiled from the world ! They 

are bound by raih oaths to unending ilavery 

‘and mifery. Engagements, contraditied by 

. 

, 



every precept of natur6, force l&em t9 pWpetu$ I 

virgifiity. It is in vain that riper fedinge i%& 

er or later, warm their breafts, aqd~make’ them 

groan .utider the u&&t af ‘th& +q$rud&~ 

VSBWS. They regret’thdr volgqarp RexGtp, ; 

and find themfelves forgotten in ioeielp. ‘e&t ’ 

off from their families, and fubjeaed to troa- 

&fome and defpbtic goai&ti;.thhq fink”‘inG% 

life of dXguR, of bitter&.. Mid tear6’ fin 

Sne, tht?s exiled from: fecitty, th@‘tirqlat& 

and unbSo+ed,* il~te~ &fy‘ +&#&trsJ’for- theti 

the fhbcking confblation of fcducin& orhe? vie’- 

ths to thare with thetn the torments df thuii 
~ijtude and *~fificetions. ‘.‘,’ ” ~” * “’ ‘. * . 

The C%ifiia~ rkEgio$ ‘&ms ‘td have in- 

dertaken to combat nature and re&n in every 

thing. If it admits fome virtues,, appioved 

by reafon, it always carries the&to;a &%ti~ 

e&t. It,’ never obfe+s ‘th~t’+j& ’ rriflat+ 
;I‘;*, , 

which is the poitit of .perfeQlon. AN l8%$% 

and 6amefuI ileafures $11’ be avoidkd by’ 
2,::. 

\ I 
every m’an,‘who is d&rods bf his owii pre- 

f. 

fervAiori,, ad t&e efieem of his fello&-crea- 
,’ 

r&-es; The heath&s. knew atid taught this, 
PZ 



truth, notwithitanding the depravity of morali 
with which they areleproaehed by ChriRians.* 

The church even recommends celibacy as a 

fiate of perfe&ion, and confiders the natural 

tie of marriage as an approach to fm. Go4 

hotever, declares in Gem&, that it is not ’ 

good for man to be alone. He alfo formally 

commanded all creatures to increafe and mul- 

tiply. His ion, in the gofpel, comes to an- 

nul’thofe laws. I He teaches that, to attain to 

‘, perfekon, it is necefity to avoid marriage, 

an3 refi& the Arongefi defire wkh which the 

breafi of man is infpired ; that of perpetuating 

his exiftence, by a poiterity, and providing 

fupports,for his old age and infirmities, 

* AriJotk and Ep*aetus recommended Chaftity 
of fpeech. Menarah faid t&t a good man could 
newr confent to debauch a virgin or commit adultery. 
7ibuUm &id, caRa placent fupefiis. Hark Anto- 
ny thanhs the Gods, thal be had preJmed i2.s c&7/l 

thy in hii youth. 7th Homans mode laws againJ3 
adultery. Father lachard irrforms II*, that the 
Sinmans forbidr not only di&neJ nfiions, but a@ 
impure-tbou&s and deJre~. Whence, Zappears, that 
rbaJly tindpurity of mannuS were e$petl,td even be- 
fore the Cbr$%an religion rxi&d. 
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If we cotifuk reafon, we find, that thy: pica- , ’ 

fure8 of love are alnvays injurious wl~n taken 

in excefs ; and that they are aIways &ninal 

when they prove kjurioos. WC kall !per- 

ceive, that to‘debauch awoman is to condemn 

her to difirefs and infamy, and annihilate to 

her all the advantages of fociety ; that- ad+ 

tery is deltru&ive to the greatefi fe&y of ’ 

human life, conjugal union. Hence, we fhaW 

be convinced, that marriage, being the only 

means of fatisfying our defire of increating ~ 

the fpecies and providing fiiial fupports, is ;i 

itate far more refpetiable and- f&red, than 

the defiru&tive celibacy, and ‘voluntary cafi 

tration, recommended as a virtue by the 

Chriitian religion. 
. 

.vature, or its author, invrtes man, by the , .- 
attraQion of pleafure, to m&i&y ,hin$elf. 

He has unequivocally declared,‘,f@ ~W,QR&SI 1 
: 

are neceffary to men, Experience fhiws, that 

they are formed .for fociety, no; folely for 

the purpofe of a trantient pleafure, but to 

give mutual aff&ance in the misfortunes of 

life, to produce and educate children, form 
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them into citizens, and provide iu them CUP_ 

port for rhemfelves in old age. In giving 

man fuperior fireagth, nature has pointed out 

his duty of laboming fpr the fupport of his fa- 

mily ; the weaker organs of his cornpan&% 

are defiined I to fun@;csr\s, le.& ,viole,nt, but 

not,,lefs neceffary. 19 giving her a foul more 

foft fnd. fcnfible, nature has, by a tender fen- 

&nent, -attached her more particularly to her 

&ldren. S h UC are the .fure bands, which the 

Chrifiian religion would tear afunder. Such 

the ble,l’Engs it would wiefi from man, while 

it fiibtjitutes in their place an ugnatural celi- 

bacy, which renders man felfiih and ufelefs, 

depopulates fociety, and which can be ad- 

yantageous only to the odi,pn~pslicy of iomj 

ChriItian priefis, who feparating from their. 

feIlow-citizens, have formed a defiru&tive bo- 

dy, which etqnalizes itfelf tvithout pofterity. 

Gee< peterno iti prra nemo nafcitur. 

If.,this religion has permitted marria‘ge to 

fame, f$ts, who have not the temerity to foar 

to..the highefi $innacIe of perf&ion, it fcents 

o have fufficientlypuni&ed themfor this indul- 
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gence, by the unnatural fhackleo it has fixed 

on the connubial itate. Thus, among them, 

we Tee divorce forbidden, and the mofi wretch- 

ed unions indiffohblc. Perfons once marri- 

ed, arc forced-to groan under the weight of 

wedlock; even when a&CIion and efieem 

are dead, and the place- of thefe efhentials to 

mnjugal happinefs, is fuppliect by hatred and 

contempt. Temporal h&s aho, confpiring 

with religion, forbid the wretched prifoncrs 

to break their chains. fi f;kms ZAS .if the 

Chriftian religion exerted all its powers to 

make US view marriage with difgufi, and givt 
. 

the preference to a’ceXbacy_wli;ch is $qant 
-- ._ 

with debauchery , adultery, “‘i&l ‘diffohrtion. 

Yet the God of the Hebrews made divorce 

la&ful, and I know not by what right’his 

fan, who came to accomplifh the law ofl&- 

fes, revoked.& induhgence’ fo r&fonaW. ) ’ 

Such are the perfeQions which Ghn’iti&& 

inculcates on her children, ‘and ‘fuch the vir- 

tues the prefers to thofe which are contern& 

tuoufly Ryled, buman wirtuer. She even rejeQs 

thefe, (and calls them falfe and finful, becake 



their po5eKors are f&oath, not filled wit& 

faith. What,! the virtues of Greece. #and 

‘Rome, fo amiable, and ,fo heroic, were 

they not true virtues ? If j&ice, hutnanity, 

generofity, temperance and patience be not 

virtues, to what can the name be given ? 

and are the virtues ‘lefs becaufe profetkd by 

.heathens? Are not the virtues of Socrate;, 

Cato, Epi&etuS, -and Antonine,, real, and 

preferable to the zeai of the Cyrills, the ob- 

itinacy of Athanafius, the ufeIet?ineneCs of’ An- 

“thonp,,.the rebellion of Chryfolbxn, the fero- 

.cityof Dominic, and-the mean& of Francis ? 

AH the virtues admitted by ChriAians, are 

either ,overitrained, and fanatic ; tending to 

rendcr’man ufelefs, abje&, and miferable, or 

abfbiiate, haughty, cruel, and defirufiive to 

foeiety. Such are the e&e&s of a religion, 

which, contemning the earth, hefitates not 

.tc overwhelm it with trouble, provided it 

thereby heightens the triumph of its God over 

his enemies. No true morality can ever be 

compatible with fuch a religion. 
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I F the Chrifiian virtues be de&+ if folidii 

ty, andproduce no effeQ which reafon can,ap- 

prove, we thall,find nothing m.ore eRimable 

in a multitude of incommodious,~ ufelefs, and 

often dangerous praaiees, which Chri$iartg 

coniider as their facred d&s,.. ,and., bymeans 

of which they are confident of obtaining the 

pardon and -favors of God and an eternal,, 

abode with him in unfpeakable glory and fe-&. 

iicity. .z : .* 

The ficft and moit edential duty of .&Y&f+ 

tians ispvayer. To continual prayu their red 

Jigion attaches its felicity. Their God, wh.om .Lp, 

they fuppofe to be overflowing with bounty,:!~~ ; 

refufes to befiow his bIefTings unfolicited. He 

grants them only to importunity. Se.nfible to 

flattery, like the kings of the earth, he exab 

f 



an etiquette, and hears no petitions unlefs they 

are prefented in a certain form.’ What should 

we fay of a father,,who, knowing the wants of 

his children, fhould refufe to give them necef- 

fary food until wearied out with fervent fup- 

plications ? But, in another viewV does it 

.imply miftrufi of the wifdom of God to 

prefcribe rules for his conduQ ? Does it 

1 not imp!y a doubt of his immutability, to be- 

lieve he can be prevailed on by his creatures 

to alter his defigns ? If he knows all things, 

what need is there of continually informing’ 

him what are the difpotitions and defires 

of his fubjeQs ? If he is almighty, how, 

can he be flattered with the fubmiffrons, 

adorations, and formalities with which Chrif- 

tians proflrate themfelves before him ? 

,In one word, prayer fuppofes a capricious 

God, deficient in memory, voracious of praife, 

fond of feeing hiscreatures abafed in the dufi, 

*and anxious to receive at every i&ant the 

n80fi abje& marks of their fubmifflon. 

Can thefe ideas, borrowed f!rom earthly 

princes, be with propriety applied to an cm&- 
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,p 
otent Being, who created the univerfe for 

man, and defires’only that he Should be happy ? 

C&r it be fuppofed that fuch a Being, without 

e&&I;:$nd without rival, IhouId be jealous of 

his &&y ? Can th e prayers of man add glory 

to a Being beyond comparifon fuperior to all 

others / Cannot ChriItians fee, that, in endea- 

vouring to honor and exalt tbeir’God they on- 

4~ degrade and debafe him ? 

’ It is aIfo the opinian of Chrifiians, that the 

prayers of one man maybe ferviceable to others. 

Partial to his favourites, God hears petitions 

only from their lips. 
* 

He lifiens not to his 

people, unlek their prayers be offered up tg 

him through his minifiers, He becomes iz 

fultan, accefbble only to his minifigrs, ,vjtirs, 

eunuchs, and the women of his $zraglio. 

Hence the millions of priefis and cenobites, 

who have no buiinefs on earth, b,ut to raifa 

their idle hands to heaven, and pray night and 

day for its blelkrgs OP fociety. Nations pay 

dearly for thetie important fervices, and there 

pious impofiors live in fpplendor and cafe, while 

&almeritJabour and induitryhuguiihi@f.~~ 

Q 
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Under the pretence of devoting himfclf to 

prayer and other ceremonies of his worship, 

theChrifiian, part-icuharly, in fame of the more 

fuperfiitious,fe&bs, is obliged to remain ‘idle, 

and itand with arms acrofs during a great part 

of the year. He is perfuaded that he honors 

God by his inutility. Feafis and fafis, mul- 

tiplied by the intereit of priefis and the credu- 

’ I,ity of the people, often fufpend for long inter- 

vals the 1,abours necef%ry to the fubfifience of 

fociety. Men fly to temples to pray when they 

fhould ftay at home and ‘cultivate their fields. 

There their eyes are fed with child& ceremo- 

nies, and their ears are filled with fables anrrl 

do&r&s, of which they can comprehend no- 

thing. This tyrannical religion makes it a 

crime for the poor laibourer to endeavour, dur- 

ing confecrated days, to procure fubfiitence for 

a numerous and indigent family. And civil 

authority in concert with religion, punihres 

t.hofe who have the audacity to earn bread in.. 

Read of praying or being idle. 

CXJ rcafon fubfcribe to the ridiulous obli- 

@ion of abfiaining from certain aiiments and 

a 
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meats which is impqfed by fome f&s ‘of 

Chrifiians‘? In confequence of there laws, 

people, who iive by their labour, are forced to 

content themfelves, during long intervals, 

with, dear and unwholeforne pro&ions,- 

more proper to generate difeafe than repair 

firength. 

What abje&t and ridiculous ideas mufi ‘they 

entertain of God who believes he can be of- 

fended by the quality of the food that enters 

into the itomachs of his creatures ! Heaven, 

however, for a certain fum of money becomes 

fometimes more accommodating.’ Priefis have 

been continually bufied in firaitening the path 

06 their fe&taries, +at they .might. traa&efs 

, ‘more frequently3 &d that the revenue ‘ariGng 

from their tranfgreffrons might thus’ become 

more ample. All things,ken tin itfelf, among 

Chrifiians, contribute to the profit ‘of ‘the _. 
priefts. 

No religion ever placed . its feEtaries in 

more compfetc and continual dependance on’ 

priefts, thail the Chrigian. Thofi harpies ne- 

v~r IO& fight of their prey. They take infalli- 



ble meafures for fubjeaing nrankind, and 

making all contribute to their power, riches, 

and dominion. Having affumed the oflice of 

.arediator between the heavenly monarch and 

his fubje&ts, thefe priefis were looked upon as 

courtiers in favour, miniiters commiffroned 

to exercife power in his name, and favourites 

to whom he could refufe nothing. Thus 

they became abfolute mailers of the defiiny of 

the ChriRians. They gained efiablifhments 

and rendered themfelves neceffary \by the in: 

*rodu&ion of innumerable pra&tices and du- 

ties, w&h, though puerile and ridiculous, 

they had the addrefs to make their flocks look 

qmn as indifpenfably neceKary to their falva- 

tion. They reirefented (Jpe omifTion’ of there 

pretended duties as a crime infinitely greater 

than an open violation of all the laws of mora- 

lity and reafon. 

Let us not then be furprized, that, in the moiI 

zealous, that is to fay the moR fuperfiitious 

feats, we fee man&d perpetually infeitedwith 

priefis. Scarce are they born, when under 

the pretext of vraking away original fin, their 
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priefts impofe on them a mercenary baptifm, 

and pretend to reconcile them with a God 

whom they have as yet been unable to offend. 

By means of a few words and magical cere- 

monies they are thus fnatched from the do- 

minion of Satan. From the tenderefi infancy 

their education is frequently entrufied to priefks; 

whofe principal care is to’ inail into them 

early the prejudices as neceffary to the views 

ef the church. Terrors are now introduced into 

their minds which increafe during their whole 

lives. They are initru&ed in the fables, abfurd 

do&trines, and incomprehenlible myfieries of a 

‘marvellous reIi@on. In one ,word,, they: are 

formed into fuperfiitious Ghriftians, ancQen- 

dered incapable of being ufeful citizens,,&pn- 

lightened men. Only one thing, is reprefent- 

dd to them as neceirary, which is to be in all 

things devoutly fubmiflive .to his religion. \ 

‘(6 Be devout,” fay his teachers, ‘6 be blind, 

defpife thy reafon, attend, to heaven, and ne- 

gleQ earth, this is all thy God demands to con- 

duti thee to eternal f&city.” ’ 
Q2 



To maintain the abjett and fanatic ideas, 

with which the priefi has filled his pupi!s in 

. bbeir childhood, he commands them to come 

frequently and depofite in his bofom their hid- 

den faults, their mofi fecret aQions and 

thoughts.’ .He obliges them to humiliate 

themfe‘elves at his feet, and render homage to 

his power. He frightens the criminals, and 

afterwards if they arejudged wMthy, he recon- 

tiles them to God, who on the COMMand of 

his minifiers remits their fins. , The Chrifiian 

f&s that admit this pra&tice, boait of it as ex- 

rremely, ufeful in regulating the manners and 

r&raining rhe pailions of men ; but experi- 

w. Proves, th& the countries in which this 

u&&,&r mofi faithfully obferved, are. di- 

fiinguithed ’ rather for the diffolwtion than 

the purity of their manners. By fuch eaf) 

expiations they are only emboldened !in 

vice. The lives of Chrifiians are circles of 

fucceflive, offences and oonfeflions. The 

‘priefihood reap the profit of this praaice by 

mea,ns of which they exercife an abfolute do- 

minion over the confciences of pankind. 

t 
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How great muR be the power of ‘an order of 

men who poffefs all the fecrets of famiiies, czn 

kindle at pleafure the defiruQive flame of 

fanaticifm, and open or ihut the gates of 

heaven ! 

Without the conient of his prielts,the Chrif- 

tiara cannot participate the knowledge of the 

myfieries of his religion, from which they have 

a right to exclude hjm entirek. This priva- 

tion, however, he has no great reaioq to la- a 

merit., But the anathemas or excommunica- 

tionS of the priefis generally do a real mifchief 

to mankind. There fpiritual punishments pro- 

duce temporal effe&tts, and every citizen who - 

incurs the difgraee of the church is in danger 

of that of the government, and becomes odious 

-to his fellow-citizens. 

’ We have already remarked that priefishavo 

taken upon themfelves the management of 

marriages. Without their confent, a Chrifiian 

cannot become a father. He mufi firfi fubmit 

TV: the capricious formalities of his religion, 

without which his children muft be excluded 

from the rank of citizens. 
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During all his‘life, the Chrifiiap is obliged 

to affift in the ceremonies of wort%ip undet 

the dire&ion of his priefis. When he has 

performed this important duty, he”,ettcems 

himfelf the favorite of God, and petfuades 

himfelf that he no longer owes any thing to 

fociety. Thus: ft&olous praaices take place 

-of morality, which is always rendered fubordi- 

-nate to religion. i 

T When ‘death approaches, the ChriRian, 

.firetched in agony on his bed, is itill affailed 

in thoie difiref;sfql moments by priefis. In 1 

-fame fe&ts, religion feems to have been in- 

,vented to render the bitter death of man ten 

‘thoufand, times more bitter. A malicious 

@eR comes to the couch of the dying man, 

and holds before him t& fpe&acle of his ap- 

proaching-end, arrayed in more than all its ter- 

rors. Although this cufiom is defiruAive to 

citizens, it $ extremely profitable to the 

priefhood, * who owe much of thejlr riches to 

kgocies procured by’it. Morality is not ,quite 

l In Catholic countvita. 



fo highly advantaged by it. Experience proves, 

that mofi ChriRians live in fecurity and pot%- 

pone till death their reconciliation with God. 

By means of a Iate repentance,_ aad largeffes 

to the priei?hood, their faults are expiated, and 

they-are permitted to ho$e that heaven will 

forget the accumulated crimes of a long and 

wicked life. 
I 

Death itfelf does not terminate the empire 

ef the prieithood in certain .fe&ts, which 

finds meqns to make money even out of 

the dead bodies of their followers. Theie, for 

a fufficient fum are permitted to be depofited in 

temples,where they,have the privilege of @cad- 

hg infeQion and’difeaie. The facerdotal 

power extends itill further. The prayers of 

the church are purchafed at a dear rate, to de- 

liver the fouls of the dead from their pretend- 

ed torments in the other world, infli&Ied for 

their purification. Happy they who are rich, 

in a religion whofe prietts, being favorites with 

God, can be hired to prevail on him to remit 

the punishments which his immutable j&ice 

had intended to infli& , 1 _, r 

2 
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Such are the principal duties recommended 

by :the Chrifiians ; and upon the obfervation 

of there they believe their falvation to depend. 

Such are the arbitrary, ridiculous and ,hurtful 

pra&ices fubitituted for the real duties of mo- 

rality. We fhall not combat the different 

fuperfiitious pra&tices, admitted by fome fe&ts 

and’reje&ted by others ; fuch as the honors 

rendered to the memory of thofe pious fanatics 

and obfcure contemplators whom Roman pon- 

tifs have ranked among the faints. We fay 

nothing of thofe pilgrimages which fuperftition 

has fo often produced, nor thofe indulgences by 

means of which fins are remitted. We ihall 

_ only obferve, that thefe things are commonly 

m&e refp&ed where they are admjtted, than 

the duties of morality which in thofe places, 

frequently are wholly unknown. Mankind 

’ fnd their natural propenfities much lefs 

thwarted by fuch rites, ceremonies, and prac- 

tices than by being virtuous. A good Chrif- 

tian is a man who conforms exa&tly to all that’ 

his priefis exa&k from him ; thefe fubitituti 

blind&L and fubmifhon in the place of ati 

virtues. 



CHAPTER XIV. 
.I 

L 

Of the Pclifical EJe27.f of t&e ChGJian 4&im. 

A FTER having feen the inutility and even 

danger of the perfe&tions, virtues and duties 

propofed by the ChriSan r&&m, let us kn- 

q&-e whether its political iniluences be more 

happy, and whether it can, in reality, ph- 

mote the welfare of nations, among whom 

it is efiablifhed and faithfully obferved. We 

at once find, that wherever this religion is ad- 

mitted, two oppofite legislations, ever at VP.. 

‘riance with each other, eitablifh themfelves. 

Although this religion preaches love ,and ’ 

peace, it foon annihilates the effe&s of thofe 

precepts by the divifions which it necefirily 

‘fows among its feaaries, who unavoidably 

interpret diverfely the ambiguous oracles an- 

nounced in holy writ. We find, that from the 

ififancy of religion the mofi acrimonious dif- 

putes have continually takenplace among di- 

vines. The fuccefflve agw, of Chriffianity , 

have been fiained with f+,$&c;~ 

. 



feeutions, and come&, widely difcordant 

from its boatied Jpirit of peace and concord ; 

which is in faQ incompatible with a religion 

whore precepts are fo dark and equivoca!” Tn 

all religious difputes, each party believes thhl 

God is on its tide, and confequently they are 

obfiinate. Indeed, how can it be otherwife, 

when-they confound the cau) of God with that 

of their own vanity ? Thus, ,mutusily avert% 

to c&ceflion, they quarrel and fight until 

force has decided a conteit in which they ne- 

ver appeal to reaf0n.s In fa&, political au- 

thorities have ever been forced to interfere, in 

ail the diflentions which have arifen among 

ChriRians. Governments htve always taken 

inthe frivolous difputes of priefis, and foo- 

lifhly confidered them as obje&ts of the lafi im- 

portance. They have conceived, that in a re- 

ligion eitabliflred by God himfelf, there could 

be nothing of a trifling nature. Thus, prin- 

ces have arm,ed themfelves againit their own 

fubje&ts, whore opinions differed from their’s. 

The way of thinking at court has decided the 

creed and the faith of fubje&s. Opinions 
,. 
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Gpported by kings and prieits, havC been the 

only true ones. Their creatures have beca 

the guardians o f’orthodoxy, and were com- 

mifhoned to exterminate all whom they chafe 

to denominate heretics and rebels. 

The prejudices of princes or their falfe po- 

licy, has cat&d them to look upon thofe of 

t!reir fubje&ts, who dither from themfelves in 

r&Gus opinions, as bad citizens, daugarous 

tn the itate, a’nd enemies to their power. Xf* 

lcaving to’$r$Rs the buGneTs of finishing their 

own impertinent difputes, they had not affified 

their quarrels and perfecutions, they would 

have died away of themfelves, and never have 

dilturbed the peace of nations. If thofe 

kings had impartially .recompenfed the good 

and punifhed the bad without regard CO thqir 

worship, ceremonies, and fpeculative opinfons, 

they would not have made many of their iub-‘ 

jeRs fuch enemies to that power, by which 

they found themfelves oppreKed. Chri&&s 

have always attempted to reclaim heretics by 

,injufiice, violence, and perfecution. Ought 

not they to have perceived, that this condue 

R i .: 
I. 
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wascaltilatcd only to produce hypocrites and 

hidden enemies, or open”rebellions ? 

_ But thefe refle&tions are not defigned for 

princes; who, ,from their infancy, have been 

filled with fanaticifm and prejudices. They, 

inftead~ofbeing a&rated by virtuous motives, 

“nave formed obRinate attachments to frivoli- 

ties, and impetuous ardor for doQrines foreign 

to the welfare of their Bates,’ and a boundlefs 

wrath againit ali who refufe to bend to their 

defpotic opinions. Such fovereigns: find it a 

fborter way to ddtroy mankind than reclaim - 

them by mild means. Their haughty defpo- 

tifm will not condefcend to reafon. Religion 

.&~3~&em~at tyranny is lavbful, and cruelty 

rnerit&ious .w.hen they are employed in the 

cimfe of heaven. 

: The Chrifiian religion, in faLt, always 

makes deEpots and tyrarrts of all the fovereigns 

by whom it is adopted. It reprefentsrhem as 

Gods upon .e;uth; it carries their very cap&es, 

to be.ref’e&t.ed as the will of heaven itfelf. It. 

delivers mankind into their hands as an,hcyd, 

pf slaves, of whom they may difpofe at their 



pleafure. In return for their zeal for re.&$n, 

alI the outrages upon j&ice that they. GUI’ 

commit arc forgiven, and their fubj,e!Qs. are 

t-commanded under pain of &e wrath of the 

Moit High, to fubmit without a murmurtothc~ 

fword that itrikes Stead of prot&iig tbcm- 

Eelves. Itisnot,therefore,matter of fur&if& t&u - 

fiucc~he tftabti&ment of this religionj we fee 

lo many nati4es gwar+ing und,er devout tyrants, 

v&o, although ob&iitely attiacke$ to religi% 

have been unjutl,, licentious and’cru& S!Vhzu- 

ever were ~oppxetlions and ravages of the& 

religious or hypocritical princes, the prieaa 

haare. not faited tn preach fubmiffiers to their 

fubje&r. On the other hand, let, BS ~QQ be 

furprifed to fee Co many weak and wieked 

princes, iupport in their turns the itieref2 qi 7:. 

religion, which thyir falfe policpjudgednr;c&; 

fary to the maintenance sf their auth&t$.: ‘If, 

kings were enlightened, jug ;rad +WUS, and 

knew and pra&Wed .,their real duties, they 

would have had no ned rlf the aid of 4qpertii- 

, tioti in governing nations. But, as it is more’ 

CF+ to conform to rite8 than to ~+~ire talents 

.i 

I 

,... 
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pr pra&ice vi&, this religion has, in print&s, 

too often found fupport for itfc!f, nnd defkruc- 

tion for its enemies. 

The minifiers of religion have not had the 

C$me complaifance for princes, who re- 

“6&d to make a commcn caufe with them, 

c$oufe their quarrels, and bckcme fubfervient 

to their pnfions. They have arifen again& 

thofe who have’thwarted their yjewa, punifh- 

id their erdeKi, touched their immunities, en- 

deavoured to fubie& them to reafon, or repreL 

their~ambitious defgns. The priefis on iuch 

cccafions, cry out; k$e?y ! Sacrifrge ! Then 

the+ pretend that the iovereign prrts his hod 

folfie setfir, and ufurps the rights granted them 

by God himfelf. Then they esdeavour to 

excite nations to rebellion. They arm fana- 

tics againit foveieigns, whom they declare 

tyrants, for, having been wanting in iub- 

mi$on to the church. Heaven ia al*a;s rka- - 

dy to revenge any ,injuitice done to its minii- ’ 

t~s. They are themfelves fubmifive, and 

preach fubmiflion to others, only w!len they ’ 

are ptrmittcd to &are the zutixxi:y, or are tco 
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feeble *to r&I it. This is the reafon whp 

the apoitles, in the infancy of Chrtiianity, be- 
A 

ing defiitute of power, preached fubordina- 

tion. Nq fooner had this religion gained fuf- 

iicient firkngth than it p&ached refiltan* and 

rebellion ; dethroning hrne kings and a$$$- 

nating others. 

In every political body, where this re_ligion is 

e(t+li~ed, there are two rival powers, whiqh, 

.by ince&nt contention, convulie and w++d 

the itate. T&e citizens divide into opp&e 

parties, each of which tights,or thinka it fights, 

for Gad. Thefe conteits at different times 

ter;minate diffirendy, but Be triumphant par- ’ 

ty is always in the right. By attentive ex- 

nmination of fuch events, we fhall e&ape. thk 

dominion of fanaticXm. It is hy$,+&ting 

mankiid’.tn ‘enquiry, that they mult bgJ<eed 

from the fhackles of fuper&itipn,, Let ma% 

iiind think till they have thrown afide tl@;,, 

prejudices and they will, think jufily. The. 

re&~ of the priefihood, will ceafe when men 

.ceaEe to be ignorant aRd credylous. Cred&:y 
1 

Aa, 



is the 0L~3i>ring of ignorance, and fuperftition 

is the c!lild of credulity. 

But molZ kings dread that mankind should 

be enlightened. Accomplices with the priefi- 

hood, they have formed a league with them 

to Rifle reafon, and ?eriecute all who confide 

in its guidance. Blind to their own inter&s, 

and thofe of their CubjeQs, they wiflr cnly to 

command flaves, forgetting thofe Caves are al- 

ways at the difpofal of the priefis. Thus we 

fee fcience neglee’red, and ignorance trium- 

phant, in thofe countries where this religion 

holds the m&I’ abfolute dominion. Arts and 

fciences are the children of liberty, and feperat- 

cd from their parent ‘they -1anguifh and die. 

Among Chrifiian nations, the leaf? fuperfti- 

tious are the molt free, fiowerful, and..happy. 

<In countries where fpiritual and temporal def- 

potifm are leagued, the people grovel in the 

moth fhameful ignorance and lethargic inac- 

tivity: The European nations, who boaft ‘of 

poffeffing the pureft faith, are not furely th’e 

moft flourithing and powerful. Their km&, 

enslaved themfelves by priefis, have not’ ener- 
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gy and courasc enough to make n fingle firug- 

gle foi_ their own welfare or that of their Cub- 

jeqs. ‘PrieRs, in fuch fiates, are the only or- 

der of men who are rich ; other citizens lan- 

guifi in the deep& indigence. But of what 

importance are the power and happinefs of na- 

tions to the [eataries of a re!igion who feek 

tiot for happineis in this world, who b&eve 

riches injurious, preach a God of poverty, and 

recommend abafement to the foul, and mar- 

tification of the flefh ? It is without d&t 

, to oblige people to praQife thefe maxitis,, 

that the Clergy, in many Chriaian fiates, 

have taken,,poffefion of moft of the riches,. 

and live in fplendor, while their fellow-citi- 

zens are fct forward, in the road to heqen, 

unincumbered with any burthen -of.eartbly 

wealth. _, r; ._,. > ,’ . 

Such are the advantages pc$iticaJ f&&y de- 

rives from the Chrifiian $ig+n. It forms an 

iddependant itate within .a, fitate. It renden 

the people naves. When fovereigns are obe- 

dient io it, it favors their tyranny. When 

th$arg difobedient, it renders their fubjeas, 
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fanatic and rebellious. When it accords with 

political power, it cor~ulfes, deba 

poverifies nations ;’ when not, it 

mr~.g unfocial, turbulent, intolbnt, and mu- 

tinous. 

If we examine in detail the precepts of 

this religion, and the maxims which flow 

from its principles, we ihall find it inter&& 

every thing that can make a nation flou%li. 

N<.h%ve alre&y fccn the ideas of imperfcc- 
*$ -, 
tton that it attaches to marriage, and its efiecm 

p,f &libacy. Th$e notions are highly unfa’- 
I 

vorable to population, ‘which is, incontrc- 

ve+bly the firfi fource of power in a Gate. 

-,60fnmcrce is “not kfs contradaory to the * 

fpirit of a religion, the founder of which pro- 

n&nced an +uathema againit riches, and ex- 

cluded them from his kingdom. All induQry is 

interdiaed to perfe& Chriftiat& ; they live a 

ptoviibry life on earth,. and never ccmceru 

&er$elves with the morrow. 

Mu[t it not be a great temerity and$q fy, a 

ChriRim to ferve in war ? 13 

whDh;rs nevdr the right to 

\ 
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fooluteIy in a ftate of gr:ice, extremely raffr 

when he’ expofes himfelf to eternal-damnn- .I 

tion ? Is not the Chrifiian, who ought to have 
: 

charity for all men, and lore even his enemies, 

guilty of an enormous crime, when he kills a 

m3n of whofc difpcfitions he is ignorant, an1 

whom he, perhaps, precip2_ates at once into 

hdi ? A Chrifiian foldier is a monfrsr ; unleC+, 

indeed, he fights in the the caufe of religion. 

Then, if he dies, ‘1 hedies a bleffed martyr.” 

The Chriitian religion has always de&$ 

war againfi fcience’ anJ all human LX&W; 2. _.‘ 
ledge. Thefe have been looked upon as obfiaz 

ties to Mvation. Neither reafon I&, @y 

-are necc@ry to meh, who arc to f&tiit ‘the% 

reafon to the yoke of faith. 
I;iom ‘;~p@-& I 

fefion of Chrifians themfelres, the f&%krs 
of their religion were fimpIe and ignord;lt 

men. Their Jifcipies mnR be as little en- 

lightened as they were, to admit the. fables 

and reveries they have receive&from ,them, 

I It has always been remarked that the mart en- 

lightened men feldom, make .the b&I ,CbriC 

tians. Science is apt to embarrafs faith ; and 

it mctreovcr turns the attention from the gnl~# 
. 

! I 



work oj fulw$ion, which is reprefented as the 

only nec.efFary one. If fcience be ferv+e&le 

to political iocicty, ignorance is much more fo 

to religion and its minifiers. Thofe ages, 

deititute of fcience and indufiry, were the 

goirlrn nge of the church of ChriIt. Then 

were kings dutifully i’ubmifive to prieits ; 

then the cofErs of prie+Is held all the riches of 

fociety. Thd priefis of a very numerous feet 

have. kept from the. eyes of their foflowerq 

even the facred pagea which contain the lawi 

of .their religion. This condua is, undoubt- 

‘edl+yr very difcreet. Reading the Bible is the 

furefi ‘of all means to prevent its being re- 

@e&d. ( 

’ 

% 
e word, if the maxims of the ChriRian 

‘were rig0rCdIy an& ImiW&lly fol- 

&ed; io political fociety could fubfifi. If 

this a&&on be doubted, iifien to what was 

&id by the earliefi doQors of the church, and 

it wili be acknowledged, that their precepts 

are wholly intompatibk with the ,power, and 

preSe?afion of fiates. According to La&an- 

tius, na ChriRian can become a foldier. dc- 

.cording to St. J&in, no ChriRian can be a 



nq$rate. According to St. ChryfoRom, ne 

CnritZian can meddle with commerce. And, 

according to a great number, no man ought to 

fiudy. .Jn fine, join there maxims to thofe of 

Chrifi, apply them in prattice, and the refult 

will be a perfett Chriflian, ufeiefs to his fami- 

ly, his country, and mankind ; an idle con- 

templator, unconcerned in the intereflo of 

this world, and occupied eatirel) with tb+ 

other, whither it is his mofi important buf%&k 

to go. 

Let us look into Eufebius, and fee if t& 

Chriftian be not a real fanatic, from WIN+ 

fociety can. derive no advantage. 61 Tke 

manner of life, fays he, in the CM&n ch&&’ 

furpaircs our prefeut nature, and de ordinary 

Me of man. There rhey feek neither rri- 

ages, children, nor riches. In f&, it: is 4P 

wholly foreign to the human manner of liv- 

ing, The church is given up to an immenfe 

love of heavenly things. The members, d& 

tacked from earthly edtence, and ’ kaving‘ 

I only their bodies below; transfer their fouls tti * 

heaven, where they already dwell as pure 



A and ceIefii:~l inteI!igencies, and defpife the 

life oi other men.” ~1 man itrongly perfuad- 

tid of the truth of Chriitianity cannot, in fac’, 

attach himfelf to any thing below. Every 

thing here is to him a caufe of fiumbling, and 

tails away his attention from the great work 

of his f&~tioli. If Chrifiians were not, JOY- 

ir.fnntefJ, inconfifient with themfelves, and 

wandered not in,ceffant!y from t,leir fanatical ‘1 
. 

perfeaions, and fublime fpecu!ations, no 

84 
Chrifiian fociety cou!d fublifi, and the nati- 

&ns i!lumi 

f 

ed by the gofpel, M-ould return 

to their pri ine barbarity. We fllould fee 

. only wild beings, broken Ioofe from every fo- 

c$ tie, and wandering in folitude through 

this vale of tears, whofe only employment 

would. be, to groan, to weep, and pray, and 

render themfelves and others wretche?, in or- 

der to merit heaven. 

11~ fine, a religion whofe maxims tend to 

render mankind in general intolerant, to make 

kings perfecutors, and their fubje&ts flaveb or 

rebels ; _a religion, ,the obfcure do&rines of 

‘which‘ give birth to eternal difputes ; a rdi- 
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gion which debafes mankind, and turns them 

afide from their true inter&s ; fuch a religion, 

1 fdy, is deltrutijve to every_ fociety. 

CHAPTER XV. 

. 

0 the Chr&m Cburcb, or PrieJhood. 

4 

T H E R E h av e been in ail. ages ? aq$ 

who know how to profit by the errors of man- 

kind. P&its of ai1 religions, have laid the 

foundations of their greatnefs, power, and 

riches, on the fears of the vulgar. NQ rdi- 

gion has, however, had fo many. reafons 

as the Chriitian, for. fubjefiing people to the 

priefihood. The firfi preachers of the gofpel, 

the Apofiles, are reprefented as. divine men, - . 
infpircd by God, and ihating his omnipotence. 

If each individual among their fucceAixs, has 

not enjoyed the fame privileges in the opinion 

S 
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o’f all Chrifiians, yet the body of priefis, or 

Church, is never abandoned by ;he Holy 

Ghoit, but always illuminated thereby. They 

cblle~ively, at all times, poffefs infallibility, 

and cohfequently their decilions become pet- 

perual revelations, equally facred with thofe 

of God himfejf. 

Such being tjhe attributes bf the prie@ood, 

this body muit, in virtue of the prerogatives 

,, they hold from Chrifi himfelf, have a right to 

unconditional fubmiff’ion from men and nati- 

&ns.., The kormous power they have fo long 

,$$ercifed, is ‘not, therefore furpriling. It 

,,fhould be unlimited, fince it is ‘founded on 

._ the,+u~)orQ ,of the Almighty. It should be 

defpotic, becaufe men have no right to refiit 

divine power, It mufi degenerate into abufe, 

for thg priefihood exercifed by men, who9 

impunity always renders Iiceiltious and cor- 

rup‘t. 

In the infancy of Chrifiianity, the Apof- 

ties, commilYlioned by Jefus Chriit, preached 

the Gofpel to Jews and Gentiles. The no- 

‘velty of their do&rine, as we have already 



ken, procured them many profelytes among 

the vulgar. The new Chrifiians, infkmed 

with ardor for their new opinions, formed in 

every city particular congregation$ under the 

government bf men appointed by the ApoC 

tles. The latter having received jhe faith at 

firit hand, retained the infpeaion and direc- 

tion of the different Chriitian focieties they 

had forme+ Such appears ;o have been the 

origin of B$OP~ or Infpe&ors, which” are ‘per- 

petuated, in the Church, to this dq+ i4 an ori- 

‘gin in which the princes of &!+drrn’Chriitia- 

nity fufficiently pride themfelves. It is know% 

that, in this infant fe,&, the a&ociates held. I 

their goods in common.. This &ty. appears 

to have been rigoroufly exa&ed i for, by the’ 

command of St. Peter, two new Chrifiians 

were fmitten to death, for having withheld 

:a Saint j%otne highly d$approved th d$Jh?hn~ 
af ~$~opJ andpricJtr ‘oc$uratcs. He pretends, that 
prieJs and b$opJ were, affording to St. Paul, the 
fame thing, before, f$vhe, by the infi&on d 
the devil, there were de!Iimtions’in religion. At 
rbir dty, b@ops, who do nothing, enjoy greizt reaC- 
nues ; while innunreraJEe m-ate& who hbor, are a?- 
itig with hngcr. / 



fome part of their own praperty. The funds 

refuhkg from this pra&ke, were at the dif- 

gOf6Ll of the Aj908leS j to this commiffionthe 

&fhops, InfpcCtors, or ricks, fucceeded, 

when they became fucceffor of the Apofilca ; p. 

and as the priefi mu& live by the altar, we 

may fuppofe that they paid themfclws, and 

not iltibarahy, for their infirutiions, out of 

the public treafury. Thofe who attempted 

new fpiritual conque& were, probably, obligr 

obliged to content then&elves with the volun- 

hry contdbutions of &eir converts. How- 

‘qer *is may be, the tresfures accumulate4 

through the_creduIous piety of the faithful, be- 

same an obje& of the avarice of priefis, and 

begat d&rd among them. Each one with- 

ed to govern, and have the difpofal of the 

riches of the community. Hence the cabals 

and faaions which we find growing up wit!1 

the church of God. The prieffs were al- 

ways fi&‘to wander from the principles 

‘cf their religion. Their own ambition and 

avarice always contraditi the difintereited 

marin?s they teach to others. 



. L 107 ‘3 

So long as the Chrifiian religion *was much 

depre&d and perkcuted, dikordant Biko$s 

and priefis, combatted in fecret, and the 

noife of their quarrels did not fpread far 

abroad. But when Confiantine wiihcd to.fe- 

cure to himfelf a party, the obfcurity of which, 

had favored its increafe, until now become 

very numerous, the face of every thing in 

the church was changed. Chrifiian lead- . 

ers, transformed to courtiers, and feduced by 

authority, fought qpenly. They engaged f~o- 

vereigns in their quarrels, and perfecuted their 

rivals. Laden by degrees with riches and 

honours, they would no longer be*recognized, I 

as the fuccefibrs of the poor a,nd humble. Apof- 

ties, fent by Chrik to preach his do&rink 

They became princes, and,. fupporred by the. 

firongeit arms, opinions, they found them-, 

felves able to give laws to nations, and put. 

the world in.confufion. 

Under Conitantine, the Pontificate ha& 

been by a fhameful imprudence, fparated from 

the Empire. The Emperors Coon found they 

had caufe to repent thii overlight. The Bi 

Sl 
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4iop of Rome, that former miitrefs of the 

world,. whofe name itill. founded awful in 

the. ears of nations, knew how to make a fkil- 

ful advantage of the troub!es of the Empire, 

invaded by barbarians, and the weaknefs of 

Emperors, too remote to watch over his con- 

&&t. By diut of plots and intrigues, the RO- 

man pontiff at length &ted himfelf on the 

throne of the Czefars. It was. for h,im that 

Emilills and Scipio had fought. He was, in 

hc, looked upon iu the welt,, as the mo- 

narch of the Church, the univerfal bifbq+ 

the vicar of Jefus Chris upon earth, and the 

infallible organ of G.od. Although the& 

haughty tithzswere rejccZed in the Eati, -the 

Roman ,pontiff reigned, without conteit, in 

the greater part of the Chriftian world. He 

was a Cod upon earth, through the imbecility 

of kings, he became arbiter of their defiinies, 

and founded a Tbrocracp or divine government, ’ . 

of which himfelf was chief, and they were 

his lieutenants. When they had tbeaudacity 

to become dilobedient to him, he dethroned 

them,. 01 excited tbrir fubjcas to rebellion. 
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In a word, his @ritual arms were, thro’ a 

long fucceffton of ages, ftronger than the 

pemporal onesof his opponents. Nations had 

the Rupidity TV obey him, and the difbributi- 

OR of Crowns was in his power. To ieeure 

his dominion over princes, he rowed divifions 

among them ; and his empire would itill re- 

tain its extent and vigor, if a gradual in- 

creafe of knowledge, had not, in fpite of 

ligious oppofition, made its way among man- 

iAnd; and kings, aQing inconfifiently with 

their religion, liflened to ambition rather than, 

duty. If the minifiers of the Church, have 

received their power from ChriR himfelf, to 

refii’l theft: his reprefentatives, is in fa& to re- 

volt againit ,him. Kings, as well as fubje&ts, ’ 

cannot throw off allegiance to God, without 

a crime. The. fpiritual authority proceeding 

from God, mufi of right, have jurifdiQion 

ovdr’temporal authority proceeding from man. 

A prince, who is a true Chriltian, mufi be-. , 

come a feruznt of the church, and, at be&,. 

the firit flave of the c!ergy. 
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Let us not then, be furprifed, that, in the 

ages of igiorance, prieits, being mdt readily 

obeyed by-people, more attached to heavenly 

than earthly interefis, were more powerful 

than kings. Among fupcrfiitious nations, the 

pretended voice of God and his interefts, is 

more iifiened to, than that of duty, jufiicc, 

.and reafon. A good chrifiian, piously fub- 

mifflve to the Church, muR be blind and un- 

reafonable, whenever the church commands 

him to be fo. The power that has a right to 

render us abfurd, has the right to render us 

criminal. 

Befides, thofe that derive their power from 

God, can be fubjeR to no other power. Thus, 

the independence of the ChriAian clergy, is 

founded upon the principles of their religion. 

Cf this circumftance, they have taken care to 

, profit, and impreffed with this idea, they, after 
,- 

being enriched by the generofity of kings and 

people, have always proved ungrateful to the 

true fources of their own opulence and pri- 

vileges. What had been given this bodyi 

through furprife or impudence, it was found 

‘~ 
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impothble to recover from their hands. They 

for&w, that; future generations breaking 

loofe from the fetters.of prejudice, might tear 

from them the donations they had gained by 

the extortions of terror, and the evils of im- 

pofiurc. They therefore, perfuaded man- 

kind, that they held from ‘God alone, what 

had been given them by their fellow-mortals ; 

and by a miracle of credulity, they were be- 

! lirved on their word. 

Thus the interefis of the clergy, became 

feparated from thofe of fociety. Men devot- 

ed to God, and chofen to be his miniitem, 

were no longer confounded with the prophane. 

Laws and civil tribunals renounced all pow- 

er over them. They could be judged only by 

members of their own body. Hence the 

greateft erceffes were often committed by them 

wit!] impunllty ; and their perfoons, at the dif- 

-hofal of God alone, were facred and inviola- 

ble. Their poffcflions, although they con- 

tributed n?thing to public charges, or at lealf, 

110 more than they pleafed, were defended 

and enlarged by fanatic fovereigns, who hop- 
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ed thereby, to conciliate the favor of Heaven. 

In faQ, thofe reverend wolves in fiepherds 

clothing, under pretence of feeding with in- 

&&ion, devoured with avarice, and fecure 

in their diiguife, fattened on the blood of 

their flocks, unpuniihed and unfufpetied. 

From their infiru&tions for eighteen hun- 

dred years pa& what advantages have nations 

derived ? Have thefe infallible men found it 

poffible to agree among themfelves, on the 

mofi &ntiaI points of a religion, revealed 

by God'himfelf ? Strange indeed, is that re- 

velation, which needs continual’ commenta- 

ries, and interpretations. What muit be 

thought of there divine writings, which 

every feQ underfiands fo differently ? Thofe 

who are inceirantly fed with the gofpel, 

do -not underfiand thefe matters better, 

nor are they more virtuous than others. They 

are commanded to obey the Church, and the 

Church is never at accord with itfelf. She 

is eternally bufied, in reforming, explaining, 

pulling down, and building up her holy doc- 

trines. Her minifiers have, at will, created 



new do&ine$ unknown to Chrifi and 

the Apoltles. Every age has brought forth 

new .myfteries, new ceremonies, and new 

articles of faith. Notwithfianding the infpi-’ 

rations of the Holy Ghofi, this religion has 1 
never attained to that clesrnefs, timplieity, 

aqd conGR_ency, which are the only indubita- 

ble proofs of a good fyfiem. Neither cozen- 

cilr, nor cnnotrs, nor the mafs of decrees, and - 

laws, which form the code of the Church, 

have ever yet been able to fix the obje&ts of 

her beiief. 

Were a femible heathen .defirous of em- 

bracing Chrifiianity, he would be, at the 

f&t fiep, thrown into perplexity, at the fight 

of the numerous variety of feeQs, each of 

*which, pretends to conform precifely to the 

word of God, and travel in the only fure 

road to falvation. When he finds, that thefe 

dif2rent fe&ts regard each other with horror 5 

that they all deal out damnation to all, whofe 

opinions dift‘er from their own, that they all 

unite .their efforts to banith peace from focie- 

ty 5 that, always when power is in their hands, 
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they ‘perfecute and in&Q the moft refined 

cruelties on each other, for which &all he 

determine ? For, let us not be deceived- 

Chrifiians, not Msfied with enforcing by vi- 

olence, an exterior fubmifflon to the cercmo- 

nies of their religion, have invented an art 

unknown to heathen iuperfiitions, that of 

tormenting the confcience, and exercifing a 

tyranny o;er the mind itfelf. The zeal of 

the minifiers of the Church, is not limited 

to exteriors; they iteal into the foldings of 

the heart, and infolently violate the moR fee- 

cret fanauaries of thought.+ And for this 

facrilege, their juitification is a pretended in- 

ten& in the falvation of fouls. 

Such are the effe&ts, which neceffarily re- 

fult from the principles of a religion, which 

teaches mankind, that involuntary error is a 

crime that merits the wrath of God. It is 

in confequence of fuch ideas, that in certain 

countries, priefis, with the permifflon of the 

civil governments, pretend to a commifion 

for maintaining the faith in its purity. Jtidges 

t Spoken oftbe Ram@ Clergy. 



in their cjwn caufe, they condemn to the 

ff ames all ahofe opinions appear to them dan- 

gerous.” Setved by innumerable fpies, they 

watch the minuteft aL?ions of the people, and 

inhumanly facrifice all that have the misfor- 

tune to give them the ftnalleft umbrage. To 

excite fufpicions in their minds, isto ruth UP- 

on inevitable defiru&ion. Such are the blef- 

fings which the IIoly Inquifition, all mild 

and gentle, pours upon mankind. 

Such are the principles of this fanguinary 

tribunal which perpetuates the ignorance and 

* Civil tribunals, wwbcn they are ju), ha9e ,a 
maxim to look for every thing that can contrikute to 
the &fence of the’ accufcd. In the InquiJhion, a me- 
thod dire@7 oppoJife has been adopted,’ The accufed 
is neither told the .car~fe of his detention, npr cenfront- 
cd with his accufer. He is ignor~mt of his crime, yet 
he is commanded to corifefr. Such are the mnxims Of 

Cbrjl?ian pri$J. 
. . 

The Inquljirron, however, con- 
demns nobody to die. 
G?ood. 

PrieJs cannot themfee!l,cqJbPd 
7bat fun&on. is referved for the Secular 

arm ; and they hove even tbe e$rontery to intercede- 
for criminals, fire, however, of not being beard, 
Indeed, it is probab!e, they would maRe no fmall ch- 
mor, Jbould the magyrate take them at their word. 
This condua becomes mera in whom Almighty irrtereJ 

J?yes bumanity, Jincerity, and modeJ?y. 

T 
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infatuation of the people wherever the falfe 

policy of governments permits its horrors to be 

exercikd. 

The difputes betwe& Chriitian prielts have 

been fources of animofity, hatred, and heiefy. 

We iind there to have exiited from the infan- 

cy of the church. A religion founded on 

wonders, fables,and obfcure oracies, could only 

be a fruitful fource of quarrek. Prieits at- 

tended to ridiculous doQrines inRead of ufeful 

knowledge ; and when they fiould have Au- 

died true morality, and taught mankind their , 

real duties, they only itrove to gain adherent;. 

They bufied themfelves in ufelefs fpeculations 

in 3 barbarws and enigmatical fcieqce, which, 

unde; the p,ompous title of the Ceience of God, 

or theology; excited in the Vulgar a reverential 

awe.’ They invented a fyfiem, bigoted, pre-, 

fumptuous, ri’dkulous, and as incomprch@i- 

ble as the Gcd whom they affe&ted to worship. 

Hence arofe difpn%s on difputes, concerning 

puerile fobtiltles, odious quefiions, and a$- 

trary opinions, which far from being ufeful, 

only frrved to poifon the peace of fociety. .In 

---yw 

. 

I 
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thefe bickerings we find profound geniufcs bu- 

fied ; and we are forced to rejea the profiitu- 

tion of talents worthy a better caufe, The 

vulgar, ever fond of riot; entered into quarrels 
\ they could not undcrftand. Princes under- 

took the defence of the prides they wifhed ,to 

favor, and orthodoxywas decided by the’longeft 

fwrd. Their afhfiance the church never he- 

Grated to receive in time of danger ; for on 

fuch occafion the church relies rather on hu- 

man afifiance, than the promifc of God, who‘ 

declared that the fceptre of the wicked fhould 

atot reR upcm the lot of the righteous. The 

heroes, &:und in the annals of the church, have 

been obainate fan&s, faQious rebels, or Ltu- 

rious perfecutors They were monfiers Of 

madnet, faQion, and cruelty. The world in 

the days of our ancefiors, was depopulated in 

defence of extravagances which excite laugh- 

ter in a pofierity, not, indeed, much w&r thnn 

they were. 

In almofi all ages complaints have been made 

of abufes in the church, and reformation has 

been talked of. Notwithfcanding this pretend- 
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ed reform, in the hrorl nnd iilth nifmbers of d-e 

cburrh, it has always been corrupted. Ava- 

ricious, turbulent, and feditious priefis have 

made nations to groan under the weight of 

their vices, while princes were too weak to 

reclaim rhem to reafon. The divifions and. 

quarrels which took place among thofe eccle- 

finfbical tyrants did indeed at length diiinifh 

the weight of the yoke they had impofed on 

kings and nations. The empire of the Ro- 

Ornan pon@which endured many ages, q,was 

at 1aR kaken by irritated enthuiiafts and re- 

bellious fubje&ts who prefumed to examine the 

rights of this formidable defpot. Some 

princes, weary of their fIavery and poverty, 

‘readily embraced opinions which would au- 

thorife them to enrich themfelves with the 

fpoils of the, clergy. Thus the unity of the 

church was deftroyed, fe&%s were multiplied, 

and each fought for the defence of its own 

fyftem. 

There founders of thefe new fe&ks were 

treated by the Roman pontiff as innovators, 

heretics, and blafphemers. They, it ‘is true, 
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renounced fome of their old opinions; but 

content with having made a few Reps towards 

r&on, they dared not to fhake off entirelythe ’ 

yoke of fupsrfiition. They continued ‘to re- ’ 

fpeEt the&red writ of the Ch$ian, which 

they itill looked upon as the only f&thful guide. 

Upon them, they pretended to found all their 

opinions. In fine, thefe books, in which every 

man may find what he pleafes, as they became 

more common from time to time, produced 

new fe&s. Men were loft in a dark I’abyritith, 

where each one groped his way in error, 

and yet judged all but himfelf to be wrong. 

The leaders of there f&s, the pretended 
4 reformers of the church gained but a glimpfe 

at the truth, and attended to nothing but mi- 

nutin; T&y continued to reipe&t the facred 

oracles of the Chrifiians, and believe in their 

cruel and capricious God. They admitted 

their extravagant mythology, and mofi of 

their nnreafonable dotbgines. In fine, altho’ 

they rejeQed fomemyfieries that were iucom- 

prehenfible, they admitted others not lefs 10. 

Let us not be furprifed, therefore, that, notw& 

TZ 
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ftanding thefe refornrs, Lnaticifm, controver- 

fy, perfecution and war, continued to rage 

throughout Europe. The reveries of inno- 

vators only ferved to plunge nations into 

new misfortunes. Blood continued to Aream, 

and people grew neither more reafonable nor 

more happy. Prieits of all fe&s have ever 

wished to govern mankind, and impofe on 

them their decifions as infallible and facred. 

They were always perfecutors when in power, 

involved nations in their fury, and fhook the 

ivor!d by their fatal opinions. The fpirit of 

intolerance and perfecution will ,ever be the 

effence of every feeQ founded on the Bible. A 

mild and humane religion can nerer belong to 

a partial and cruel God, whom the opiniops of 

men can fill with wrath. Wher&er Chrifiia: 

feeEts exiif, prieits will exercife a power which 

may prove fatal to the fiate,and bodies of fana- 

tical enthufiaits ‘will be formed, always ready 

to ruk to slaughter, when their fpiritual guides 

cry, the church or the caufe of Gcd is in dan- 

per. 
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Thus, in Chrifiian countries we fee the tem- 

poral power fervilely fubmifftve, to the clergy, 

executing their commands, exterminating their 

enemies, and fupporting their rights, riches, 

and immunities. In aImoR all nations where 

the church prevails, the mofi‘idle, ufelefs,fedi- 

tious, and dangerous men are mofi liberally 

honored and rewarded. Superfiition thinks 

ihe can never do enough for the miniftets. of 

her gods.’ There fentiments are the fame in 

all feats. k Priefis every where endeavour to 

infiil them into kings, and to make policy bend 

to religion, in doing which they often oppofe 

,the befi infiitutions. They ,in all places aim, 

at the fuperintendance of education, and they 

fill their adherents with their fatal prejudices 

It is, however, in places that remained fub-. 

je&t to the Roman pontif? that the clergy have 

wallowed in the greatefi profufion of riches 

and power. Credulity has even enlified kings 

among their fubje&, ‘and debafed them into 

* Excep the .$$ders 
‘q * 
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mere executioners of their wifl. They were ’ 

in readinefs to un~eath the, fword whenever’ 

the priefi commanded it. The monarchs, of 

the Roman feti, blinder than all others, had 

an unbounded confidence in the clergy of their 

church, that generally rendered them mere 

tools of that body. This fe&t by means of fu- 

rious intoleration and atrocious perfecutions, 

became more numerous than any other one ; 

and their turbulent and cruel temper has jufily 

rendered them odious to the mofi reafonablt, 

that is to fay, leafi Chrifiian nations, 

The Romith fyftem was, in fatt, invented 

to throw all the power into the hands of the 

clergy. Its prieAs have had the addrefs 

to identify themfelves with God. Their 

caufe was always his ; their glory pecame the 

glory of God. Their decifiotiswere divine 

oracles ; their potEffmns appertained to the 

kingdom of heaven. Their pride,‘avarice and 

crueity, were rendered lawful, becaufe they 

were never aauated by other motives than the 

interelI of their heavenly mafier. In’this 

fedI, the priefi faw his king at his feet, hum- 

4 
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bly coRfeiTmg his Gns;and befeeching the holy 

man that he might be reconciled to his God. 

Seldom was the prieit known to render his 

facred minifiry fiibfervient to the jgood of 

mankind. He thought not of reproaching 

monarchs with the abufe of their-power, the 

m&y of their fubjeQs, and the tears of the 

.pp;effed. Too timid, or too much of a cour- 

tier to thunder truth in their ears, he men- 

tioned not to them the infupportable op- 

preffaona, the galling tyranny, and ufelefs w;rs 

under which their fubjeEts groaned. But 

fuch obje&s never interefi the church, which 

might indeed be of fame utility, if-its influence 

were exercifed in bridling the exceffes of fu- 

perfiitious tyrants. The terrors of the other 

world would not be unpardonable falfehoods,‘ 

could they make the herd of wicked kings m 

tremble. This, however, has not -been the 

objet? of the minifiers of religion. They n& 

ver itickled for the interefi of mankind. *They 

always burned incenfe at the aJtar of tyranny, 

looked: upon its crimes with indulgence, and 

devi&‘for them eafy means of expiation. 

. 



Tyrants tie fin-e of the pardon and favor of 

heaven, if they entered warmly into the quar- 

rds of the clergy. Thus, among the Catho- 

lics, p&its governed kings, and confequent- 

ly all their fubjeh. Superfiitit)!l and dGppo_ 

tifm formed an eternal a&lance, and united 

their efforta, tb plunge mankind into aawry 

and wretchdn&. Priefis fright,%ned na- 

tions with raligistrs terror, that they might be 

preyed upoti by their fovereigns at leifure ; 

and, in re,turn, thofe foveriegns loaded the 

p&its with oplalence and power, afid under- 

&oak, fr& the rti ,time, to exier.minate th+ 

enemies. 

What Ml we fa,y 6f thoie ftibtile geniufeeo 

which Cbrifiiaty call c&uifte, thofe pretetlded 
‘If 

moralifis who have computed the number of 

fins againit God which a man can commit 

without rifquing his falvation .? Thefe men of ’ 

profound wifdom have zmiched Chrifiian 

morality with a ridiculous tavif of fins 5 

&ey know precifely the degree of wrath 

which each excites in the bre& of tiAl& 

mighty. True morality has but one crjterion 

. 



for judging the fins of man ; the gretiefi are 

thofe, t\at injure foci‘cty maR. . The ,condu& 

which injures ourfelves is imprudent and yn- 

reafnable. ,’ That which injures others is uh- 

jufi and criminal: 

Every thing, even to idlenefs itfelf, is re- 

warded in Chrifiian priefis. Multitudes ofthefe 

drones are maintained in cafe, and affluence, 

while, infiead of ferving fociety, they only prey 

upon it. They are paid with profufion for 

ufelefs prayers which they make with negli- 

gence. And while monks and lazy priefis, 

thofe blood fuckers of fociety, wallow in an 

abundance fiameful t? the itates by whom 

they arti tblerated, the man of talents, the man 

of fcience, and the brave ,fooMier are ftiffered 

to languish in indigence, and poorly exifi on 

the mere necefiriqi of life. 

In a word, C,hrifiianitFmakes natjons ac- 

compliccs in all the evils which are heaped 

upon them by t$e Clergy. Neither the ufe- 

lefsnefs of their prayers den,&firated by the 

experience of fo ~&an; agis, the bloody efi&s 

of their fatal controveriies, nor even their’ li- 
. 
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centious exce&, have yet been fufIicient tip 

oonvince, mankind how fhamefully they are 

duped.$ that ,infallible Church, to the exif- 

tence of which, they have had the fimplicity 

to believe, their falvation attached. 

CHAPTER XVI. 
. 

CONCLUSION. 

A LL, which has hitherto been .faid, de- 

monftrates, in the cleareft manner, that the 

Cbrifiian rel$ion is *contrary to true policy, 

and the welfare' of mankind. It can be advan- 

tageous only to ignorant and vicious princes, 

who are defirous to reign over flaves, and who, , 

in order to itrip and tyrannize over them with 

impunity, form a league with the priefihood, 

whofe funQion it has ever been to deeeive in 

the name of heaven. But fuch imprudent 

princes should remember, that, in order to fuc- 
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teed in their projeas, they mnPc themfelves 

become the flaves of the priefihood, who 

(fhould the former fail in due fubmitlion, or re- 

fufe to be ;fubfervient to their paffions) will in- 

fallibly turn their facred arms againfi theirroyal 

heads: 

We have feen, above, that the ChriRian r%- 

ligion is not, on account of its fanatic virtues, 

blind zest; and pretended perfe&iono, the Xefs 

injurious to found morality, right rcafon, the 

happinefs of individuals, and domefiic harmo- 

ny. It is eafy to perceive that a Chriftian, 

who propofes to himfelf as a model a gloomy 

and fuffering God, mull take pains to &Ii&k 

and render himfelf wretched. if this world 

be only i p&age, if this life be only a pilgri- 

mage, it muR be ridiculous for man to attach 

himfelf to any thing here below : If his God 

be offended with either the a&ions or opinions 

of his fellow-creatures, he mufi do every 

., thing in his power to pun& them with feveri- 

ty, or be wanting in zeal and affeQion to his. 

God, A good Chrifiian mufi fly the world , 

or become a torment to himfelf and others? . 
u 



_ Theie ‘ire%e&tions are fufficient to anfwcr 

thok who pretend, that the Chriitian rchgion 

is the foundation of true policy and morality, _ 

and that where it is not profeffed there can be 

neither good men nor good citizens. The 

aonverie of this propofition is undoubtedly 
‘Fr 

I. 1’ 

much truer ;_f;or, we may a&t, that a perfeLt 

Chriftian,\vho conforms to all the principles 

of Ais religion, who faithfully imitstes the di- 

vine men propoied to him as a mod& and 

pra&ies their aufierities in iolitude, or car- 

ries their fanatic enthufiafm and bigotry into 

f&ety,muh be either uielefs to mankind, or 
) 

a troubleiome and dangerous citi’;len”. 

Were we to believe the advocates of the. 

Chrikn religion, it would appear, that RO 
* 

* fTbe c?eqy inc$‘k&y cry out ogair$ unbelievers 
t&pbifoJopbers ,L !wbom (hey Jlyl~ dangerous fub- 
j&6. yet, ;fwc open h$lory, *we do not &d that 
pbiiojqbprs ye tbofe who. bave emlroiked Jatez and 
+rct ; but thatjkh events bavegmeraQ been pro- 
&cd ~JI the religious. Tbc Dominican, W&O poi- 

j&d the emperor Henry XI. James Clement and Ra- 
.-p~]~a, were not unbcl;everJ. They were not@- 

fofber;s,_ but fan& Cbr$Eans, who led Cbarlo “f* 
io tbe/ca~ohL It wucls tbe mini&r Goma’re,xand w 
Spino/;r, who fct HoUandonjire, -3’~. kfc. UC. ’ 



morality cap exi& where this religion is not 

&&lifhed, Yet we may perceive, ai. a fingle 

glance, that there are virtues in every corner, 

of the earth. ..No political ibci& wrJd +iR 
witlaout the&, &+rmg tiye Chin&e, tb? In? 

dinns, and the M$&ornetaus, there are, un- 

doubtedIy, good citizens, tender fathers, a@ 
Mionafx hufbande, .and dtiiful, children. 
And good people there, a8 wqH ‘ti with UI, 
.would be more numerous if they were. &- 

.verned by a wife policy, whieb. i&ad’ of 
cauhg children to bt taught a fen@& -r&i- 

@on, fhould give them tqui&e Iawft, teach 

&em a pure snwality ilncoMeminated with f& 

~na&&n, tlwer +a from vice by fuitabf~,& 

ajiifhtients, and iuvite them to the pratiiceof 

virtue by proper rewards. 

In truth, it ftemo (I repeat it) that religion 

has been inventid tb relieve gozrnment’e frtlrn 

the care of being ju$ aud,reigning by .equita; 

ble laws. Reli$oh is the art of infpiring- 

mankind pith l enthufiafm, which k de- 

Ggned to divert their attention frc;m the evils 

:nwith which. they arc orcrokclmcd _by t&k 

‘I’ ’ 
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who govern them. By means of the invifiblo 

powers with which they are threatened, they 

are forced to fuffer in Glence the miferiea with 

which they are aBiEted by vifible ,ones. They 

zre taught to hope that, if they confent to be- 

come miferable in this world, they will for 

#rat reafon behappy in the next. . 

Thus religion has become the mofI power- 

ful fupportof a shameful and iniquitous pot 

licy, which ,holdg it ‘neceEary to deceive man+ 

kind, that they may the more eafiiy be govem- 

ed. .Far from enlightened and virtuous govern- 

ments s be refources fo bafe ! Let them learn 

:&eir true inter&s, and know that thefe callr 

u6t be., feparated from that of the, PEOPLE 
* 

Let the& know that .io ftate can be truely 

pb&t, escept the citizens who comp& it be 

xourageous, a&tive, induftrious, virtuous, and 

attached to their goyertlment. Let govern- 

Jnents know, that the attachment of their con- 

,ftituents can ,6ave no other found&on than - 

the happinefs which the former procures the 

latter. Tf gove&entG were penetrated with 

t&e important truths, they would need tk- ,. 



aid of neither religion nor pfiefis. Let them 
be jufi and equitable-let them be careful to 

reward talents and virtue, to difcourage inu- 

tility, and punbh vice, and their 4ates iill 

fin bt filled with warthy and fenfib!c citi- 

zens, who 611 feel it their own intereit to 

ferve and defend their country, and fupport 

the government which is the infirument of 

their felicity. They will do their dut?es, 

without the influence of revelation, or myfie- 

‘ries of parad&, or hen. 

Morality will be preached in vain if it Ia 

not fupported by the ~e%amph.. of influential 

clmra&kers. it belongsto magiftrates ta teach 

morality, by p&?Jt%g it, by inciting to virtue 

,and reprefftng vice in every form. Their 

power is weakened the moment they fu&r i 

power to atife in the Qate, whofe GA&rie~ is 

exerted, to render morality fubiervient to &- 

perftition, and fanatici&t. &I fkatts where 

education is entru&ed to a fanatic enth&a& 
‘clergy, we find citizens overtihelmed with f&. 

peritition,and deititute of every virtue,e%cept a 

blind faith, a ferocious zeal; a ridiU&s It& 

u2 



n:Xion to puerile ceremonies, and, in one 

word, fantaftic notions, which never render 

them better men. Notwithfianding the hap- 

py influences attributed to the ChriRian reli- 

gion, do we find more virtues in thofe who 

profefs it, than in thofe who are Arangers to 

ite ? Are the men, redeemed by the blood of 

even a Deity,more honefi than other; ‘? Among 

Chrifiians, .impreffed with their, religion, one 

would-imagine we fiould fearch in vain for 

rapine, fornication, adultery, and opprefflon. 

Among the orthodox courtiers, who iurround 

Chrifiian thrones, do we fee intrigues, calum- 

ny, or pkrfic\y ? Among the clergy, who an- 

nounce to otheis iuch redoubtable dogmas, 

and’ fuch ‘,terriBlu chafiifements, do we find 

&mes that fiun the day, and every fpecies of 

iniquity ? All thefe men are ChriSan;, who, 

,unbridled by their religion, continually vio- 

late the plainefi duties of morality, and know- 

ingiy offend a God, whom they are confcious 

of having irritated. Yet they flatter them: 

f&es that they ihall be able, by a tardy repen- 

k&e at ‘de&h, &J appeafe that‘ divine juf+ 
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which they have infuhed during the whobe 

courfe of their lives. ~ 

In the mean time, we fhall not deny, that 

the Chrifiian religion fometimes proves a re- 

Araint to‘timorous minds, which are inc;lpable 

of that fanaticiim, and de$itute ,of that de- 

firu&tive energy, which lead to the ~omtnifiirm 

of great crimes. But fueh minds WOUM have 

been honeit and harmleis without this re- 

Rraint. The fear of rendering themCAves 
_, 

odious to mankind, of incurring contempt, 

and lofmg their reputation, would have heen 

a chain of equal itrength, on the a&ions of 

fuch men. Thofe ,who are fo blind as -to 

tread theie confiderations under foot, would 
never be deterred -from it by ‘the menaces, of’ 

7 
religion. 

Every man, who has received a proper edu-’ 

cation, experiences within himfelf a painful 

fentiment of mingled fhame and fear, when- 

ever he foils himfelf with the guilt of a.difho- 

r&t a&ion. J2e even condemns him&elf fre- 

quently, with greater feverity than others do. 

He dreads, and thuns the eyes of his fellow- 
:. 
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+ereatures ; he even wifhes to fly from’ himfeif. 

This is what conititutes remorfe. 

In’s word, Chriftianity puts no reftraint 

upon the paihons of mankind, which might 

not be mare efficdcbuflg applted to them by 

Teaion, education, and found mwality. ff 

the wicked were fute of being pnnifhed, as 

often as they think of committing dithonefi 

a&tions, they would be forced to deGR. Iu 

a fociety well eonfiituted, contempt will al- 

ways follow vice, and crimes will produce 

punifbment. EduMon, guided only by the 

good of Leiety, ought ever to teach mankind 

to efieem them&es, to dread the contempt 

nf others, and fear infamy more than death 

i&If. But” t&s kind of moraby can never 

he confifient with a religion .which commands 

men to defpife themlelves, avoid the eiteem 

of others, and attempt to pleafe only a God, 

whofe conduEt is inexplicable. 

fn fine, if .the ChriRian religion ,$‘a6 is 

pretended, a refiraint tu the crimes of nun, 

if it produces falutary effe &t’s on fome indivi- 

duals ; can there advantages, fo rare, fo weak 



and doubtful, be compared with the evident. 

and immenfe evils which this religion has 

produced on the earth ? Can fame few trifling 

crimes prevented, fom’c converfions t&l& to 

fociety, fame Reril and tardy repentances,’ 

enter into the balance. againit* the continual 

diffenfions, bloody wars, ,horsid maficres,per- 

fecutions, and cruekies, of which the Chriftiah 

religion has&en a continual c&e and pretext ? 

For one fecret fiful thought fupprefied by it, 

there, are’even Phole rnuions armed for reci- 
procal d&u&on 8 the hearts of milhons of 

fanatics are inflamed 5 families ,and Aates ar+! 

phmged into confufion 5 and the earth is be; 

dewed withfears and.blood.+ After this, 
oommon tenfe decide the magnitude’ of 

advantages which mankind derive from thi 

glad tidings which Chrifkians pretend to have 

received from their God. : . 

Many honeft people,. airhough not ignorant 

of the ills produced among mankind by this 
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religion, neverthelee contider it a nece&ry 

evil, and think it dangerous to attempt to up- 

root it. Mankind, fay they, are naturally fu- 

perfiitious ; they muft be emufed with chime- 

ras, and &come outrageous when deprived of 

them. But, I anfwer, m&kind are fuperfii- 

tious only becaufe, in infancy, everything COR- 

tributes to render them fo. He is led to ex- 

peti his happinefs ‘from chimeras, becaufe he ;\ 

is forbidden to feek for it from realities. ’ i ‘A 
In fine, it is for philofophers and for ma- 

gifirates to condua mankind back to reafon. 

The former will obtain the confidence and 

lore of the latter, when they endeavout to pro- 

&ote the public good. Undeceived them- 

f&es, they may undeceive others by degrees. 
,.I 
Governments will prevent fuperfcition from 

doing harm, when they defpife it and fiand 

aloof from its ridiculous.difputes. When thy 1 

tolerate all feats, and tide wit!1 none, thofe 

fens, after quarrelling awhile, wiil drop their 

ma&, and become contemptible even to them- 

felves. Superfiition falls beneath its own 

weight, when freedom of confciencc beill g rc- 


