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PREFACE.

THE following work is the substance of a
series of papers in * The Churchman’s
Monthly Review,” which are reprinted at
the request of several of the readers of that
publication. It is the result of some re-
search in a part of our history which is
much spoken of, but, it is to be feared,
little studied at present; should it prove
useful, in however humble a measure, to
the cause of Protestantism, my labour will
be amply repaid.
‘WM. OSBURN.
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HIDDEN WORKS OF DARKNESS.

CHAPTER 1L

FOUNDATION OF THE ORDER OF THE JESUITS.

THE year 1521 is a notable epoch'in the annals of

Christianity. In that year Martin Luther, full of
the Spirit and clothed with the panoply of God,
stood Eefore the Diet of Worms, the most exalted
and powerful assembly olf]'fprinces in the world, and,
by witnessing a good confession there, planted the
standard of God’s truth upon the citadel of the
empire, from whence its enemies have never yet
been able to tear it down. But we must leave the
plains of Saxony for the ravines of the Pyrenees,
and turn from the Diet of Worms to the siege of
Pampeluna. For, strange to tell, in that year also
another event occurred which in its influence upon
the religion of Europe yields not at all to the
Reformation itself. e siege of Pampeluna, in

1521, was an occurrence in itself of no importance
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2 - THE JESUITS.

in history. It arose out of a foolish quarrel
between the ambitious and crafty but timid
Charles V. of Spain, who had been elected emperor
about three years before, and, Francis I., the king
of France, a gallant, generous, open-hearted, but
very profligate monarch, who had unsuccessfully
competed with Charles for the emperorship. Mmﬁ
other causes had also concurred in fomenting
feelings between them. The affairs of the empire
were then in the utmost confusion, and it would
have been the time for a vigorous and determined
enemy to have made an impression upon the un-
wieldy domain of Charles, which lay as impotent as
a carcase to offer any resistance. But, as an his-
torian of the times* has admirably observed, when
Francis should have thrust at him with the sword,
he only pricked him with the needle. He pro-
voked and roused his great adversary by mere pre-
datory expeditions, when he ought to have stabbed
him in the vitals by bold decisive manceuvres.’

The siege of Pampeluna took place in one of
these little wars. The Countess of Chatesubriand
was then the reigning favourite with the gay and
volatile king. ' Henry IL, the hereditary sonarch
of the kingdom of Navarre, and & minor, was her
near relative. Charles had, many years' before,
taken advantage of the death of the father of the
young Prince, to annex his dominions to the crown
of Spain. This, therefore, was a point upon which
the Countess and her family were very -sensitive,
and she persuaded Francis, her paramour, te'pro-
claim himself the champion of the rights of Henry,

* Sismondi.
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and to permit André L’Esparre, another near rela-
tive of hers, to raise a force of five or six thousand
Gascons to invade Navarre, for the purpose of
rescuing it from the yoke of Spain, of which the
inhabitants were heartily weary. There was nothing
great or noble in the whole affair. L’Esparre was
no general, and his soldiers, like the rest of their
countrymen, were more apt to talk of feats of
valour than to display them. They however overran
Navarre, because their march was favoured by the
inhabitants, and because the Spanish troops that
opposed them were nearly as contemptible as them-
selves in point of courage and discipline.

This siege did but last fifteen days ; and then
one of the strongest fortresses in the world was
taken by a poer, talentless commander, at the head
of a handful of raw, bad troops ; because there was
no moral eourage in the besieged to defend it.

The matter ended as it began. A week or twe
afterwards, the French, in their turn, retreated
before a strong Spanish force, headed by Cardinal
Ximenes, and almost without striking a blow,
Pampeluna, with the whole of Navarre, fell again
into the hands of the Spaniards : and the expedition
of L’zs(farm was as though it had never been. It
reflected no credit on those who were engaged in it ;
it made no impression upon the history of any
country, and it would have been forgotten but for
one singular occurrence.

A high post in the garrison of Pampeluna, when
L’Esparre appeared before it, had been intrusted
to Don Inigo de Guipuscoa, who enjoyed the emvi-
able reputation of being 2the most accemplished

. B



4 THE JESUITS.

gentleman in Spain. He was by birth a nobleman ;
and in virtue of his rank, had received his educa-
tion at court. In horsemanship, fencing, dancing,
music, and other accomplishments of a court- ,
he excelled all his competitors. His remarkably
handsome person soon procured him notice, and he
rose rapidly into favour. Here his talents and
acquirements enabled him to maintain the honour-
able position in which his personal advantages had
placed him ; for the energy of his character and
the powers of his mind still gave him the advantage
over the mere butterflies that flutter in the sunshine
of court favour, even in those .accomplishments
to excel in which was the sole object of their
ambition. .

The private fortune of Don Inigo, like that of
many of the Spanish nobility, was by no means
large, so that it became needful for him to choose
a profession. The choice was soon made in an
age like the sixteenth century, and in a court like
that of Ferdinand and Isabella, where the profes-
sion of arms formed at once the business and the
poetry of life; where every gentleman was a
soldier, and every soldier a knight-errant. For
that brilliant absurdity had not then been dissipated
by the merciless satire of Cervantes.

Nothing could be more auspicious than the first
entry of Don Inigo upon the duties of his profession.
His war-horse, bright damasked armour, and jewel-
hilted sword, are said to have been the tokens of
his sovereign’s favour, while the plume in his
helmet, and his embroidered mantle and shoulder-
knot, were the gifts of the fairest and the noblest
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among the ladies of the court. His first prefer-
ment was some command in the body-guard of
Ferdinand and Isabella : and here he speedily jus-
tified the partiality which had been shown towards
him. In skill at arms, in undaunted courage, in
fortitude, in prudence, in all the hardy virtues of
his profession, he far sur];zssed his compeers. At
the time of the siege of Pampeluna, the skill and
the bravery of Don Inigo had often been tested
both in the tournament and the field ; and his pru-
dence, his fortitude, his proficiency in the whole
art of war, in the council and the campaign. He
was the preuz chevalier sans peur et sans reproche
of Spain; to whom his country looked as to her
bravest defender ; and his king, as soon to be one
of the ablest and most distinguished of his generals.
The circumstances which had brought Don
Inigo to Pampeluna, at the time of L’Esparre's
invagion, are not known. He was then in his
thirtieth year. ‘On the second or third day of the
siege, he was standing at an embrasure of thé
outer wall, opposite to which the French had
planted a breaching-battery, and had just com-
menced their cannonade. ile he was engaged
in superintending and directing the pointing of the
gun, a shot from the enemy struck the adjoining
embattlement, and drove off several large frag.
ments of stone, one of which inflicted a severe
wound upon his right leg and foot. Like any
other brave man, he found no difficulty in concealing
from his attendants all expression of pain or any
indication whatever of the serious: injury he had
received. He remained fgr some time afterwards
B
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inspecting the defences, until he became faint with
the excessive anguish, and was removed from the
battlements in a state of insensibility. = When
restored to consciousness, he was in a raging fever,
and the symptoms were so urgent that the physi-
cians directed his immediate removal in a litter to
his hereditary residence in the adjacent district of
Guipuscoa. He had a severe and tedious illness.
He suffered much from his bruised limb, more from
the feverish symptoms which his pains had excited,
but most of all from the consciousness that his
presence was greatly needed for the public service,
and from a burning impatience to return to the
duties of his profession. To a mind like Don
Inigo’s, there is nothing in such an illness so irk-
some as the slow convalescence which terminates
it. His pursuits had not been those which afford
mental resources for hours of solitude. His castle
was in a remote valley of the Pyrenees, far from
his court friends and comrades in arms ; so that
he had nothing wherewith to beguile the tedious
hours of his confinement. In the utter despair of
listlessness, he despatched messengers to the castles,
convents, and towns in the neighbourhood to endea-
vour to procure for him some of those volumes of
chivalrous romance which were then in high favour
with the Spanish nobility. They returned unsuc-
cessful ; for these then novel luxuries had not yet
found their way into the remote valleys of the
Pyrenees. One messenger, however, brought him
two books which he had procured from the library
of some convent. Their titles had little to attract
the favourable notice of the gay soldier and man
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of the world, for the one was the = Life of Chnst.™
by Thomas i Kempis ; the cther was a
translation of the Flos Sanctorum. Having,
however, no other. alternative he began
to tumble over the leaves of the “ Life of Christ.”
with but Little relish for that which was writtem

%
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voured these lying legends with the same avidity
as he had formerly, the not grosser fictions of
chivalrous romance. His appetite for them grew
with what it fed upon. They soon acquired the
ascendancy over his vivid imagination and vigorous
but undisciplined mind ; and he forgot alike hia
pains, his weakness, and the calls and duties of his
profession, in the absorbing interest with which he
dwelt upon the fables of the Flos Sanctorum.

No authentic particulars of the mental process
of which Don Inigo was at this time the subject,
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could of course be expected from his biographers.
They have consulted better the taste of their
readers by narrating a series of apparitions of the
virgin, and of visions of angels and devils, with
which he was favoured while engaged in this new
study. There is little difficulty in conceiving that
a man of an ardent imaginative intellect, i
these extravagancies with implicit faith at the
hand of the church, and under the seal of her au-
thority, would be strongly moved by them ; but
probably the reader will scarcely be prepared to
find that they had the effect of converting the gal-
lantest soldier in the wide domain of the empire
into a drivelling ascetic. Such nevertheless was
the case.

Don Inigo chose as his patterns for especial imi-
tation, St. Francis of Assisi, and his countryman
St. Dominie, who three hundred years before had
founded the mendicant orders ; for he had been all
his life engaged in public affairs, and aceustomed
to deal with every question in its practical bearings.
The more brilliant careers of gt. Laurence and
St. Sebastian might have suited his taste better,
but he perceived at once that the church in the
sixteenth century had no longer any need of mar-
tyrs, she was wielding the sword, not submitting to
it. The laborious self-devetion of the former, not
the heroic endurance of the latter, must now serve
her cause.

- This was, however, the last expiring effort of the
vigorous understanding of Don Inigo. He

ceeded to distribute the whole of his goods to the

poor, He then bound up his wounded limb, which
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was still far from being healed, with coarse strong
cord,—clothed himself with a pilgrim’s amice, and
leading & mule which was laden with his sword, his
armour, and all his military honours and decora-
tions, he went-forth, never to return, from the
castle of his forefathers,—Don Inigo de Guipuscoa
no longer, but Ignatius Loyola ; a name far better
known in the history of Europe.

Thus the discipline which prepared the two great
leaders in the conflict between seriptural truth and
traditive error, of which Europe was thenceforward
to be the arena, was commenced in the same
eventful year.

The truth of God and the econviction of that
truth, glowing in his heart, led forth Martin Luther
nobly to confess it before men at the Diet of Worms.
On his return from thence the kind care of his
benefactor, directed by Divine providence, hid him
for three years. in the lonely castle of Wartburg.
There, with no other companion than the Bible,
his heart was disciplined to an increasing con-
formity to the truth it contains, and his intellectual
powers to a clearer apprehension of it. Thus pre-
pared by the truth alone, he came forth afterwards
nobly to fulfil the high office of champion of the
Reformation, for which God had designed him.

In that year also Ignatius Loyola went forth
from his father’s house to that fearful severity of
discipline, which broke down his noble powers, and
changed the high-minded soldier into the abject
and grovelling mendicant. But he was misled by
putid fables, by the acknowledged, understood,
conventional falsehoods of the Flos Sanctorum.

o o ———— e _




10 . THE JESUITS.

The work he was to accomplish was in accordance
with his Elr:npamtion for it. He came forth from
the fiery furnace of fanaticism with all his moral
perceptions seared as with a hot iron, knowing ne
conscience but the will of the pope and unhesitating
submission to his bidding :—in one word, to found
the order of the Jesuits, which has done far more
than all the other deviees of the great enemy of
God’s truth to counteract the Reformation.

The details of the life of Ign:tius Loyola, the
fanatio, are made up of the fastings, watchings,
whippings, and repetitions of- Latin prayers, which
form the staple of the lives of all Roman Catholie
saints. They are very painful, yet must some
account be given of them, for they are also very
instruetive.

He had left his castle under a vow to walk bare.
footed to Jerusalem, taking no provision whatever
for his journey, and begging his way both there
and back again. His first station was to be at the
chapel of the miraculous image of our Lady of
Montserrat, who had appeared to him in a vision
and eommanded him to undertake the pilgrimage.
On his way thither he made a murderous attack
with his pilgrim’s staff upon a Morisco merchant,
who happened to pass him upon the road, without
any provocation, and for no other reason, than that
he was a misbeliever. The man escaped death
only through the flestness of his beast. 'When he
came to the convent of Montserrat he could not
forget his former life altogether. He armed him-
self cap-a-pie, and girt with his weapons, and
adorned with all his deeorations, he watched for
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three days and three nights before the wonder-
working image, as he was about to receive
some order of knigh In the course of
this vigil he mingled his confessions with the oft-
repeated vow of entire devotion to the service of our
Lady of Montserrat. He concluded it by hanging
2 his arms and his honours upon a pillar close by
e image. Then resuming his pilgrim’s habit, he
went to take up his abode in the neighbouring spi
of Manresa ; choosing for the companions of his
bed and board the meanest of the beggars that
were lodging there. He, however, put himself
below even these. The time that they occupied in
begging, he employed in devotions and exercises
of diseipline. Seven hours of every day he prayed
upon his knees ; thrice daily he exposed his person
befere these his chosen companions, and scourged
himself. As to eating, the accounts of his bio-
graphers would seem to implﬁtlut he had well-
nigh given up the practice. He never asked for
food, but contented himself with some filthy morsel
which one of his mendicant companions might occa-
sionally spare him out of his wallet ; otherwise, he
absolutely fasted from Sunday to Sunday, on which
day dinner was provided for the beggars by the
adjoining Dominican convent. He continued this
regimen in the spital: of Manresa for four months,
during which he never once washed, nor shaved his
beard, nor trimmed his hair. His pilgrim’s amice,
his' only garment, was worn to tatters by sleeping
on the floor ; his hair, his beard, and his rags were
alive with vermin : he was a mass of human filth,
80 - Joathsomely fetid, that the very beggars were
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compelled to leave the ward in which he sojourned.
To this condition * the religion of awe, and tender-
ness, and mystery, the only true source of the
poetical and the picturesque,” (for in these terms it
18 fashionable to speak of traditive Christianity
now-a-days), had reduced the bravest soldier and
the most accomplished gentleman in Spain.

The health of this wretched victim of fanaticism
sank under these self-inflicted austerities. How
could it be otherwise? He was found by the Do-
minicans, who visited and maintained the Spital,
in the erigis of a low fever, and in the agonies of
despair. They removed him to the convent, in
order that he might be carefully watched, for on
more than one occasion he had attempted to destroy
himself. By a little judicious management, how-
ever, on the part of his confessors or tormentors,
consisting of the skilful application of a mixture of
authority and persuasion, he was induced to relax .
in some degree the severity of his regimen. He
speedily recovered his health and spirits,” but not
his understanding : the restoration of that formed
no part of the purpose of his ghostly advisers.
From the black abyss of despair he was suddenly
exalted to the not less perilous heights of fanatical
elevation. He was now completely victorious over
the demons whom his own folly had conjured up :
and visions of joy and glory filled up the dreary
intervals of his austerities and devotions. In the
course of these visions the entire mystery of the
Trinity, and the mode in which the world was made,
were clearly explained to him. That these things
should have been revealed to an unlettered soldier,
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is considered by his learned biographers to be a
miracle so astonishing, that one of them candidly
admits that it requires faith to believe it.*

He remained a year at Manresa, and then pro-
ceeded, conformably with his vow, on his pilgrimage,
barefoot to Jerusalem.

On leaving, the usual viaticum from the convent-
fund was presented to him ; he, however, distributed
the whole of it among the beggars at the Spital,
and went forth absolutely penniless to subsist upon
casual charity. Thus he begged his way to Jeru-
salem, where he arrived in the year 1523. No
other particulars of this extraordinary journey have
been preserved.

The superior of the Franciscan convent at Jeru-
salem, to whom Ignatius brought letters, soon per-
eeived the temper of his new guest, and on the day
after his an-inrhe ordered him instantly to set out
on his return to Spain, without once venturing into
the streets of the holy city, lest by some indiscreet
rebuke of its zealous Mahommedan inhabitants he
should expose himself to death or slavery. Loyola,
who was by nature fearless as steel, started at the
mention of danger, like a war-horse at the sound of
a trumpet, and would have rushed forth to instant

This, however, the worthy superior
would by no means permit. Could Ignatius have
undergone martyrdom strictly on his own account,
he might probably have seen no particular objection
to it. But he knew that to be impossible. His own
comfortable residence at Jerusalem was only by
sufferance, and on the faith of treaties between the

* Ribadaneira. Vita Ignat. Loy. p. 92.
c
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and the grand signior, and these would
ut a poor defence if once the zeal of the Moham-
medan fanatics, by whom he was surrounded, should
be roused against him. So that, in all probaebility,
a far less provocation than Ignatius was likely to
offer, would have sufficed to confer the crown of
martyrdom, not on the offender only, but also on

the superior himself and his entire fraternity.

The pope had foreseen this danger, and in con-
sequence had armed the superior of the Franciscans
wei%h powers perfectly unlimited over all Christian
visitants to the holy city. This authority was of
course promptly exerted upon a subject so dangerous
as Loyola, and the wretched fanatic was sent back
again, without seeing one holy place, or accomplish-
ing a single purpose of his pilgrimage. He reached
the port of ona in the year 1524, after the
endurance of incredible hardships.

This unhappy victim of traditive Christianity was
““ homme idiote et sans lettres, et qui n’avoit con-
noissance d’autre mestier que des armes,” as his
Flemish eulogist D’Oultreman is careful to inform
us.* On his arrival at Barcelona he determined to
remedy this defect, and to acquire the learning by
which alone the cause of the Catholic Church could
be effectually served. His mode of carrying into
practice this perfectly reasonable resolution is
scarcely credible, even after the specimens of wild
fanaticism which are already before us. At the age
of three-and-thirty he, who had been the gallantest
soldier in Spain, became a scholar of the lowest

¢ Tablean des Personnages signales de la Compagnie
" de Jesus, p. 7.
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class in the grammar-school at Barcelona, and sate
on the same form with the little boys, plying the
rudiments of Latin. This one would imagine wag
degradation enough. But even this failed to satisfy
the morbid unnatural appetite for vileness with which
the enemy of souls had possessed him. He was so
occupied with his devotions and ecstacies that he
proved but an unapt scholar. So he went to the
master, fell on his knees before him, and besought
+ him to instil into his stubborn mind the elements of
learning, by precisely the same methods of vigorous
eompulsion as he applied to his class-fellows. It is
recorded by the eulogists of Ignatius Loyola (and
from them only do we know anything concerning
him) that the master was brutal enough to comply
with this insane request : and thenceforward for two
years the little boys of the grammar-school at Bar-
celona enjoyed the amusement of seeing a tall man,
in the prime of life, by birth a nobleman, by educa-~
tion a gentleman, and by profession a soldier, caned,
ferruled, and whipt, literally whipt, just like one of
themselves. Traditive Christianity is sometimes
eommended on the ground that it is the only religion
for a gentleman. Let those who have run away
with this fond conceit reflect for a moment upon the
honour which this system conferred upon the gentle-
manship of Don Inigo di Guipuscoa in the grammar-
school of Barcelona !

There is no need to dwell upon the details of the
studies of this extraordinary man which have been
preserved by his biographers. For more than ten
successive years he beg%ed his way through the
universities of Spain and 2rance before he took his

c




16 THE JRSUITS.

master’s degree. While at the college of Montaigne

he once more put himself to the little boys’ school
for the purpose of learning French, subjecting him-
self to a repetition of the indignities he had under-

gone at Barcelona ; though at that time he was
orty years old.

In the midst of all this miserably abject prostra-
tion there were occasional outbreaks of the fierce
bitter spirit, under the influence of which he had
assaulted the Morisco merchant at the commence-
ment of his career. A single instance will suffice.
He had long striven unsuccessfully by exhortations
and rebukes to deter one of his fellow-students at
Montaigne from some course of profligacy. He
therefore adopted the following somewhat unusual
expedient. ﬁe waylaid the sinner one cold dark
night, plunged himself up to the neck in a deep
muddy ditch by the road-side, and as he stood
shivering there, preached his friend a long and
eloquent sermon upon the enormity of his transgres-
sion : we need scarcely add, with entire success.*

Ignatius Loyola was now precisely the being
which the stern discipline to which he had been
subjected was designed to make him. As an in-
ferior he had absolutely no will but that of his
superior ; as a superior he allowed of absolutely
none but his own. He was fully prepared to exact
obedience in the one case, with the same unflinch-
ing severity as he yielded it in the other. He was
at once, the most inexorable of tyrants, and the
most abject of slaves.

During the whole of his long probation, Ignatius

*® Ribadaneira ubi suprs, p. 449.




FOUNDATION OF THE ORDER. 17

was inceasant in his endeavours to make converts
from among his fellow-students to his ascetic habits.
The first germ of a regular society made its a
pearance at Paris in the year 1534. He took mx
of the members of the university to the church of
Montmartre in the suburbs of that city ; and, after
confession and the hearing of mass, they took from
his dictation the oath which he himself had vowed,
thirteen years before, at the shrine of our Lady of
Montserrat. By this oath, they were to distribute
among the poor all their worldly possessions, not
retaining even travelling expenses, and to devote
themselves to the good of their neighbours, and to
a pilgrimage barefoot to Jerusalem. The last
elause, however, was modified with the alternative,
that in case the pilgrimage should not be prac-
ticable, the devotees were to cast themselves at the
feet of the pope, and to beseech him to employ them
as he might see best for the good of souls. Ignatius
had not forgotten the fruitless mortifications and
perils of his journey to Jerusalem, and therefore
determined to spare, if possible, his new converts
this tremendous test of their sincerity. The young
men over whom Loyola had obtained this influence,
were all of them promising, both in talent and
learning ; and Francis Xavier and Simon Rodri-
guez, who were of the number, were likewise of
noble birth. The oath was renewed at the church
of Montmartre, with the same ceremonies, annually,
for two years, in the course of which three other
students had joined the fraternity.*
" -* Ribadaneira, pp. 98—122. Orlandini, Ignatius, pp.
15—32, 3

c
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Loyola was compelled, by ill health, to visit Spai
soon after the third renewal of the vow in 1535.
Before leaving Paris, it was that the
whole company should meet at Venice two years
afterwards, and proceed from thence to Jerusalem.
Both the master and his disciples are said to have
rigidly adhered to their vow in their journey
to Venice, and after their arrival there. They
begged their bread, and entered no habitation
whatever, except the spitals which were erected in
the neighbourhood of convents for the accommoda-
tion of beggars. Arrived at Venice, they found
that a war was raging between that republic and
the Turks, which rendered the fulfilment of their
vow of pilgrimage imposgible. Its other alternative
was therefore incumbent upon them. Loyola, with
two of his disciples, went to Rome, to lay the offer
of their devotion at the feet of the sovereign pontiff,
while the rest dispersed themselves among the con-
vents in the neighbourhood, for the purpose of
beating up recruits to their new company.*

Pope Paul III., who at that time sate in the
chair of St. Peter, had, from the very commence-
ment of his pontificate, seen the terrible injury
which the Popish Church sustained from the pro-
fligacy of the priesthood, and had made many
attempts at clerical reform. He had also heard
of, and connived, at the fanaticjgm of Loyola and his
followers ; and at a moment like that, when the
very heart of the Papacy was faint with alarm at
the giant strides of the Reformation over the whole

* Orlandini, p. 33, seq.
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of the north of Europe, he grasped at it with the
eagerness of a drowning man.

e reception of Loyola and his friends at Rome
was gratifying beyond all that their most sanguine
expectations had dared to anticipate. The whole
Papal Court combined to show them kindness, con-
‘triving their expressions of favour with admirable
dexterity, so as at once to flatter their vanity and to
humour their fanaticism. Lainez, one of the dis-
ciples, was elevated to the chair of the professor of
scholastic theology at the university. fevre, the
other, was licensed by the pope as his expositor of
the Scriptures to the same learned body. Such an
appointment would have been*intolerably irksome
to the erratic habits of Ignatius, and -therefore it
was not offered to him. Apartments were assigned
to him in the convent of Monte Cassino, when he
chose to occupy them, but not the slightest restraint
was imposed upon his movements. He was allowed
to nurse the sick beggars at the spitals, to perform
fasts and vigils at the shrines of the saints, and to
preach sermons to his heart’s content. All the
churches and pulpits of Rome were thrown open to
him. Care was however taken, that his austerities
should be witnessed and admired on every possible
occasion by ecclesiastics of rank; and that his
sermons should be delivered in churches crowded
with attentive hearers.of noble birth and high pre-
ferment ; while the doors of his residence in the
Cassino were besieged by nobles and dignitaries,
who came as suitors in the humblest guise, for the
advantage of the spiritual ministrations of one so
eminent in piety. e effect of all these flatteries
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had been acourately caleulated beforchand. The
extravagantly exalted notion of the Papal supremacy,
which was the prominent feature in &: madness of
Ignatius, was still further exaggerated, if that were
gouible. Submission to the pope became thence-
orward the one end of his life, and to promote it
the one object of his projected society.

In the course of the ensuing year, the war still
continuing between Venice and the Turks, the rest
of the followers of Ignatius were invited to Rome,
There they did eminent service to the church, in
stirring up the lukewarm inhabitants to more dili-
gent attendance upon confession, mass, and the other
ceremonies of Romanism,

The new order which they had determined to
found, and of which they considered themeelves
already members, was not yet so complete in rules
and discipline, that they could with propriety
ai[:ly to his holiness for that formal recognition
which he was already impatient to grant. The
whole company conferred upon this subject shartly
after their re-union at Rome, and the draft of the
111151§a for the order was finally settled in the year

9.

It was to be the distinctive peculiarity of this
new order, that in addition to the vows of poverty,
chastity, and obedience, which are common to all
ascetics, they bound themselves implicitly to obey
in all things Christ speaking by the pope, even as
He obeyed the Father. So that to whatever country
the pope might see fit to send them, they were
bound instantly to depart, providing nothing for their
journey thither, nor for their maintenance when they
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arrived there. They were also to be especially
devoted to the education of children. Many regu-
lations of internal management were also deter-
mined upon. They concluded by naming themselves
the Compan (or Society) of Jesus, or, in common

phrase, the iesmts

The Court of Rome was highly elated at the for-
mation of a company so admirably adapted to the
new kind of service which was imperatively called
for by the clmn%{'s which the Reformation had
brought about. Rich lazy monks; and rapacious
profligate friars, could now serve the cause of the
Church no longer. To meet the Reformation with
no better weapons than these, was to throw chafl
against the wind, or to tilt at proof-armour with a
straw. The piety and learning of the Reformers
were realities not to be scared from the field by the
sounding brass of their heartless hypocritical devo-
tions, or the tinkling cymbal of their scholastic pe-
dantry. But if the Church could oppose to the
leammg of the Reformers the equal learning of the
Jesuits, and could foil the scriptural piety and holy
lives of the propagators of the new doctrine with
the pietistic fervours and fanatical austerities of
Loyo}’a and his disciples, there would be hope in the
conflict. 'What wonder, then, that notwithstanding
the clamours of certain interested parties, Pope Paul
IIL. at once approved and sanctioned the new code
of regulations, or that the bull formally installing
the order of the Jesuits, issued from the papal chan-
cery in the course of the following year, §54O that
is, as soon as the rules of that court would permlt ?

The order of the Jesuits was put into the hands
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of the Papal hierarohy at the very moment when
it most needed such a weapon, The times were full
of fear, yet not altogether without hope. The Re-
formation was advancing everywhere, but the Re-
formers were quarrelling among themselves. There
were likewise promising symptoms of persecutions in
France, Germany, and the Netherlands. The whole
world was in a forment ; and at such a period the in-
ninuations of concealed emissaries are always most
likely to influence the minds of men, secret
plots work to best advantage. The pope and his
cardinals saw all this, and their impatience to profit
by the critical moment would not brook the tardi.
ness even of their own official delays. Already, in
the year 1539, immediately on the settlement of the
code of regulations, all the disciples of Loyola were
nent forth officially to different cities in Italy, for the
eapecial purpose of exciting the inhabitants to more
attention to the offices of religion : with the excep-
tion of one of them, Francis Xavier, a Portuguese
nobleman, who, at the request of the king of that
ocountry, went as a missionary to the Indies.

The bull which establishes the new order bestows
abundant praises upon Ignatius, adopts the whole of
his suggestions without one alteration, and creates
him Grand Master or General of the Company of
Jesus, In plain indication also of the pope’s de-
signs, it selects for special commendation that clause
of the admission-vow which binds the members to
uncontrolled obedience to the will of the pope, as
eminently calculated to promote humility, the destruc-
tion of the body of sin, and the subjection of the
will, in the new company. The bull hints also at
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the great extent and delicate nature of the services
to be performed by them, and enlarges upon the
necessity which will be imposed upon every indivi-
dual member of the order, not to express or even to
harbour a wish or an opinion as to the particular
mission to which he may be appointed, bt to haoc
every thing to God, the pope, and Mis superior.*

Itis needless to add that the first congregationof
the new order confirmed by unanimous election the
po¥h appointment of Ignatms to the generalship.

e advantage to be derived from these new
troops in the warfare with the heretics, was soon per-
ceived by the secular princesof Papal Christendom, as
well as by the hierarchy. Honours and endowments
flowed in rapidly ; the number of applicants for ad-
mission into the noviciate of the company, from men
of all nations, ranks, and conditions, was incredibly
great ; and three years afterwards, at the instance
of Ignatius, the pope annulled the clause which had
limited the number of members to sixty only, leav-
ing it thenceforward with no other restriction than
the discretion of the general.

- From this brief account of the commencement of
the order of the Jesuits, it is evident that it was as
much the child of the Reformation as the Presby-
terian Church of Geneva. It was the contrivance
wherewith the exquisite subtlety and cunning which
has always hitherto come to the aid of Rome in
great emergeneies, thought to stem the overwhelm-
ing tide of public indignation, which was rolling its
huge billows over the length and breadth of Europe,

¢ Bulla Regimini militantes Ecclesize; in Magno Bul-
lario Romano, tom. i. pp. 778, seq.
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until they broke with fearful violence against the
walls of Rome itself, which trembled to their foun-
dation at each successive shock. The Jesuits were
prepared for -the calming of this ferment with the
most consummate skill, and with the utmost nicety
of adaptation. Not one necessary ingredient was
missing ; not one employed in undue proportions.
The popular indignation was directed against the
entire body of the clergy, both regular and secular.
The Jesuits formed a new clerical genus, neither
properly regular nor properly secular, competent to
discharge the duties of both, yet disclaiming exclu-
sive affinity with either. The laity of Europe were
complaining loudly and justly of the inefficiency of
the clergy of conditions. All the pulpits of
Papal Eguy;'ope were opened to the Jesuits. They
were expressly dispensed, by the Papal breve of
1545, to hear confg:sions, to say mass, to perform
all the public offices of religion in whatever church
or religious house they thought proper ; and no cler-
gyman of whatever rank had any power to prevent
them. They could also absolve from every sin how-
ever heinous, and disannul all excommunications
even of the pope himself. These things they were
empowered to do without asking leave of any man.
no, not even of the bishop of the diocese, or the in-
cumbent of the parish, or the superior of the con-
vent, in which they might choose to minister.* By
utting the new order into this state of perfect in-
sependence of and superiority to the entire body of
the older clergy, both secular and regular, the pope
silently but significantly condemned their ineffici-
* Institutiones Societatis Jesu, p. 11, seq.
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ency. Another special cause of complaint against
the cler%owas their ignorance. But the Jesuits,
though Romish clergymen, were a learned body.
Their houses were not cloisters like those of the
monks, but colleges ; and every member was bound
by his vow to diligence in study. Or again, was the
fopular indignation fierce against the vices and
uxuries of the clergy ? Here was at any rate a
community of ecclesiastics of spotlessly blameless
conversation, who had renounced everything for their
religion. Or lastly, did the popular mind rise in
angry rebuke of the careless and profane manner in
which the clergy went through their public ministra-
tions,—whose pietistic fervours eaualled theirs? Or
who, with such consummate histrionic skill, imper-
sonated the pieties of public devotion as the holy
fathers of the company of Jesus? The success of
this sedative was as complete as the skill with which
it had been compounded was consummate. Ere ten
years bad elapsed, the angry feeling against the
clergy, which had so largely contributed to the Re-
formation, was entirely appeased in all the countries
over which the Papacy retained its ascendancy.
Their crimes were forgotten, and men were admir-
ing, and praising, and joining the company of the
Jesuits.

This was by no means the first time that the
Church of Rome had successfully employed the de-
vice of neutralizing the effects of the scriptural piety
of those who had left her pale, by a brilliant display
of traditive pietism in some new order of ascetics
goé up for the occasion. To omit other instances,
the mendicant orders had been constituted three

D
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centuries before by Pope Innocent IIL. for this pur-
se, under St. cis and St. Dominic, whom
yola had selected as the patterns for his imita~
tion, As these mendicants were only designed to
imitate the poverty and self-denial of the Waldensian
clergy before the unlettered inhabitants of the Al-
pine districts of Europe, they did their work well,
and answered the purpose of their founder ;- but as
their mendicancy was merely an expedient to enrich
themselves and the Papal treasury, the Franciscan
and Dominican friars, throughout all their endless
ramifications of subordinate orders, had become, in
the sixteenth century, as rich, and fat, and lazy as
the monks themselves ; and therefore, as we have
seen, were of no use in the contest with Luther and
the Reformers. For this purpose the Papacy (or,
rather the Author of evil, who is the inspiring spirit
of the Papacy)raised up the Jesuits, and their labours
to re-establish her paramount unquestioned autho-
rity in the countries over which -she still retained the
ascendancy, were abundantly successful.




CHAPTER 11

THE JESUITS IN FRANCE.

TaE order of the Jesuits, once established, was not
likely to continue long without producing some im-
portant results. Their labours in the countries
which remained obedient to the Papacy were but
drill practice for the corps, preparatory to actual
service. 'The missions to the heathen were in like
manner merely subsidiary. They answered well as
a source of income, both by furnishing a plea for
levying contributions upon the faithful, and by the
gainful traffic which the devoted missionaries drove
with their converts. The missionary establishments
also acted usefully for the order as safety-valves,
through which everything like right feeling and
gincerity was driven forth to waste its energies in
China, or Japan, or South America, far from the
field wherein the real battle of the Papacy was to be
fought, and where qualifications of a very different
nature were required. The scene of that conflict,
it is scarcely needful to say, was Protestant Europe :
for to recover the ground that had been lost, by
reducing to obedience the countries that had risen
up in revalt against the gpiritual authority of Rome,
was the one object of the lE’apa.l hierarchy in forming
the order. e mode in which this object was to
be accomplished will require some e: tion of
the ethicaf opinions maint;ined in the bosom of the
D
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Roman Catholic Church to render it comprehensible,
or even credible.

In the sixteenth century the dialectic or school
divinity had reigned paramount over all the uni-
versities of Europe for at least four hundred years.
The tendency of this mode of theologizing to
habituate the . human mind to look upon all ethical
questions not in the light of their truth and justice,
but of their capability of being dished up in
syllogisms, is obvious and undeniable. The pre-
valence of it in the dark ages, to the exclusion of
all other mental pursuits, affords the only satisfac-
tory solution of the strange anomaly, that the dogma
that THE END JUSTIFIES THE MEANS, was tolerated
from an early period in the councils of the Church
Catholic,—was formally stated and defended in the
decretal epistles of Pope Innocent III. at the com-
mencement of the thirteenth century,*—and was
universally received by the Papal clergy as an
established and familiar doctrine at the times of the
Reformation. Notwithstanding the meek bitterness
with which the modern advocates of traditive Chris-
tianity may attempt to repel this charge as “an
extravagant exaggeration,’’ it is nevertheless true,
strictly and literally true. It had been virtually
admitted and recognised for a long time in all pro-
ceedings against heretics, when Pope Innocent 1II.,
by stating it formally ex cathedrd, gave it the
sanction of Papal infallibility, and carried it out in
his operations against the heretics in the south of
France to the extent of its capabilities of atrocity.
Did he bestow the fulness of the Papal blessing, in-

* Dupin, cent. xii.
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cluding absolution for all sins, past, present, and to
come, upon the loathsome refuse and-rabble of
Europe, coagulated into one mass of villany, under
the title of the crusade against the Albigensic
heretics ? He merely illustrated the principle that
the end justifies the menns. Did he unsluice this
foul tide of wickedness upon the county of Provence,
to butcher the unresisting inhabitants indiscrimi-
nately, without regard to age, sex, or even religion ;
to desolate their fields, to burn their habitations
with fire, and to meke that which had been the
paradise of Europe a waste howling wilderness ¢
And when those who had escaped the slaughter re-
turned to their devastated homes, did he and his
successors repeat these atrocities at shortly recurring
intervals during nearly twenty successive years ¢
The same broad and convenient principle, that the
end justifies the means, affords them an ample de-
fence. The inquisition, of which Pope Innocent
III. was also the founder, merely embodies and

rpetuates the same dogma. No one dreamt of

efending the means employed by that execrable
tribunal. Its end, the extirpation of heresy, was a
good one, therefore the means were unimportant,
and fell not at all within the range of the science
of ethics : thus, however startling therefore it may
sound to & modern ear, the proposition that the end
justifies the means came down to the Church of
f]R/ome in the sixteenth century, venerable for an-
tiquity, sanctioned by infallible authority, and em-
bodied in one at least of the most important and
valuable of her institutions. So that we find it
without any surprise to hsge been carried out with

D
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equal fulness in the devices whereby it was de-
signed, through the agency of the Jesuits, to coun-
teract the Reformation.

The proof of this is the point which will now re-
quire our attention. )

It must be premised that the operations of the
Jesuits in Protestant countries are hidden works of
darkness. They are intended to be wrought in
secret, and that secrecy will be maintained at a far
costlier sacrifice than the bold, stout denial on the
part of the accredited organs of the company, not
merely of participation in them, but of all knowledge
of them as official obligations, should they chance
to be detected. That denial has never been want-
ing, when such detection has occurred, in a form
sufficiently authoritative and influential to command
its reception. It is thus that a book entitled Secreta
Monita, which has been occasionally published by
Protestants, is dealt with by the order at every re-
appearance. The entire body as with one voice
repudiates it, and declares it to be an invention of
their enemies. This deliberate and unanimous de-
claration of a community of highly educated, and
for the most part highly connected men, moving in
spheres of society where direct and open falsehood
is unknown, at once disarms their opponents of the
Secreta Monita, as a weapon of offence, though the
evidence both external and internal of its authen-
ticity is nevertheless so strong, that it is next to
morally impossible that it should be a forgery ; in-
asmuch as it moves the venue, by changing the
attacks of an assailant upon the ordet into & defence
of the authenticity of the Sécreta Monita,—a ques-
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tion in which the general reader is not likely to take
any very particular interest.

The same line of policy has been adopted with
entire success for the concealment of the secret
orders, in cases far more momentous and dan-
gerous than the one to which we have referred. The
proceedings of the Jesuits in France during the
earlier periods of their establishment in that king-
dom well illustrate it.

In the year 1589 the kingdom of France, which
the massacre of St. Bartholomew and other suc-
cesses against the Protestants had pretty nearly
restored to the tmity of Rome, was thrown into the
utmost consternation and alarm by the murder of
king Henry IIL by a priest named Jacob Clement.
This monarch had made himself obnoxious to the
Jesuits by his long hesitation to join the league of
Catholic princes for the suppression of Protests
antism which was formed entirely through their
instrumentality. His confessor, who was himself a
Jesuit, had been cited to Rome to answer to his
superior the charge of too great an intermikture
with state affairs, During this his absence from
France the utmost efforts were made by the com-
pany to unite the rest of the members of the league
in an offensive alliance against Henry, While this
was proceeding in one direction, however, Auger,
his confessor, was intriguing in another. He
wrought upon the conscience and partialities of
Henry by means of letters and messages, until he
had persuaded him to petition the pope for his
Erdon and restoration. Through his influence

enry was at length induced to join the league,
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but he was only half-hearted in it and was sus-
pected.

Now, for many years before this occurrence, the
Jesuits had been in collision with the university of
Paris upon the question of certain very profligate
gpiniona said to be maintained by their order.

hey were charged with asserting in official and
accredited documents that it was & plain duty to
remove, l:ly any means, not excepting assassination,
kings and princes, mamt&mn% ing heresy or i
the 0] ti(?ns of the order. e mur’;ier :}) gllxng
III. had the obvious effect of strengthening the
suspicion. The order, however, still managed, by
the display of consummate ekill in fencing, to parry
the thrusts of the university.

In the year 1593 another scene in this tragedy
was enacted. A soldier named Peter Barriére
was detected in an attempt to assassinate the suc-
cessor and namesake of Henry. He declared
himself to have been in frequent communication
with ecclesiastics of all orders, princi Jesuits ¢
he also pointed out Varade, the rector of tﬁe Jesuits’
college at Paris, as the person through whose in-
citement he had principally determined upon the
crime in which he had been detected. et, even
with the ground thus sinking beneath their feet,
the society still adhered to the slippery and pre-
cipitous sides of the abyss, and, with an energy
and verance worthy of a better cause, clam-
bered up again to terva firma, by dint of hold as-
sertion and undaunted lying, iére was hung
with the utmost precipitation, and then all the
ecclesiastics, whom he had mentioned as having
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communicated with him, distinctly, deliberately,
and unanimously declared that they had had with
him no communications save as physicians or as
priests. They knew him for a deranged person,
and had prescribed medicines to alleviate his
malady, and spiritual advices to calm his paroxysms.
As to the king, the holy fathers were oblivious that
Barriére had ever mentioned his majesty’s name to
them, or if he had, it would only be in the course
of those incoherent ravings which were a distressing
symptom of his disease. Notwithstanding their
improbability, these assertions coming with perfect
unanimity from every individual of the accused
party, all of whom'were eminent for learning and
respectability, could scarcely fail of their effect
upon the public opinion. The affair was so hushed
up and forgotten that though the narrative rests
apon an authority no less eminent than that of
the chancellor De Thou,* one of the apologists
of the order, Father de Jouvency,t has dared
to treat the whole story of the confession of
Barriére as a malignant fabrication of the enemies
of the Jesuits !

Lying lips, however, are but for a moment.
Some' hesitation on the part of the Jesuits to take
the oath of supremacy, which the Parliament of
Paris directed to be tendered to ecclesiastics of all
orders,—under the plea that they were bound by
their oath to await the pope’s permission, before
they could take any step whatever, drew down upon
them a tremendous exposure from the pen of

* Thuani Historia, lib. 109, p. 430.
1 Historia Societ. Jesu, v. il p. 5, p. 44.
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Antoine Arnaud, the advocate of the Parliament.
The number of Jesuits in the order had already
swelled to the fearful amount of nine to ten thou-
sand. Their riches, through the trade which the

carried on openly in the Spanish colonies, lni
through the system of private plunder which they
were working 8o successfully as the confessors of
rich penitents, were beyond computation. Their
colleges and houses in France were the known
haunts of all disloyal and disaffected persons, and
further proofs were given that Barriére was a paid
agent of the order. The holy fathers ap¥ear to
have treated this attack as a fine exercise for dia-
iicti% sl:lill. hlgefender after defender rushed into

e field, glad, apparently, of an opportunity for
the display of their proficiency in thel;.l:'to of making
“‘the worse appear the better reason,” and of in-
volving their adversaries in the wordy meshes of a
voluminous and fruitless controversy ; when another
untoward event showed the real nature of the
entire institution in a light too clear to be ohscur-
able by any dust which their subtlety could pulverize,
and their mendacity throw into men’s eyes.

In the month of December in the same year,
1594, the beloved monarch of France, Henry IV.,
sustained another murderous attack from a stripling
of nineteen. The assassin missed the jugular vein
of his victim, at which his knife was aimed, but
wounded the king severely on the lips. On his a
prehension he gave his name Jean Chatel, and told
the court that he had been a profligate, and that
his parents had, some time before, given the charge
of him to Father Gueret, a Jesuit ; having failed in
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their attempts to reclaim him by any other means,
The zealous exhortations of the father had deeply
affected him, and he was in utter despair of being
saved : but he had repeatedly beard from Gueret
and other Jesuits, that the king was a tyrant, unre-
cognised by the pope, and that therefore it would be
a meritorious act to assassinate him ; and he hoped,
by this attempt, to mitigate, in some  degree, the
eternal punishment to which he knew himself to be
already condemned. This was .evidence too direct
to admit of the possibility of prevarication. The
deluded wretch was hung ; all the Jesuits whom he
hamed as teachers of this doctrine were appre-
hended ; and all persons connected in any way with
the order were enjoined, under penalty of death, to
leave Paris and all the other cities of France in three
days, and France itself within thirteen. The col-
leges and other institutions of the Jesuits were taken
possession of by the government, and, on examining
the papers which were found there, many confirma-
tions of the literal truth of Chatel’s statements were
discovered. One especially was found in the col-
lege of Clermont, which it was impossible to pass
unnoticed : though the Parliament was by no means
disposed to severity. It was a homily evidently
intended for the novices of the order. It commenced
with a eulogy upon the memory of Clement, the
murderer of the late king, as a martyr to the cause
of religion, which he had eminently served by rid-
ding the world of a tyrant and persecutor. His suc-
cessor wasdenouncedas a Nero and a Sardanapalus ;
and all the rest of the crowned heads of Europe who
did not directly favour and encourage the order of
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the Jesuits, were held up to the abhorrence of the
auditors by the epithets of various wild beasts. Eli-
zabeth of England, for example, was a she-wolf, and
Sebastian of Portugal was a lion ; the assassination
of both these monarchs, then, would be acts as me-
ritorious as the killing of a wolf or a lion. The
preacher also named several ecclesiastics of various
orders, who, in their addresses to their pupils, had
eulogized Clement as a martyr to the holy cause of
the Church. He concluded by denouncing Henry
IV. as a worse tyrant than his predecessor, and
called upon his hearers to stir up the Catholic poten-
tates of %urope to make war upon him, or torid the
world of him by assassination. The author of this
sanguinary document, Father Guignard, suffered the
death he so richly deserved, and Father Gueret, the
tutor of the assassin, underwent the rack as a punish-
ment, and was banished France for ever.*

It would seem, atfirst sight, that nodepth of intrigue
or dissimulation whatever could overmaster the proofs
of guilt which were thus brought home to the order;
or restore the Jesuits to the position in the kingdom
of France which they had occupied before this dis-
covery. A very little familiarity, however, with
their strange history, would serve to dispel such an
imagination. The order, or the spirit that actuated
the order, rose to occasions like these with power
irresistible. Representations, persuasions, threats,
were showered upon the good-natured king from
Rome, and from all the courts of Catholic Europe ;
many secret agencies were at work everywhere, of
which the page of history preserves no other indica-

¢ Thuanus, lib. iii. pp. 517—521.
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tion than their results; and, but six years after-
wards, not only were the Jesuits in higher and
favour in France than ever, but Henry IV. himself
MleﬁthePtﬁcshntfwtbeRanmhfnth, and had
put his conscience in the keeping of a Jesuit confes-
sor ! Asif still more clearly to exhibit the power of
this wonderful association to set all human probabi-
lities at defiance, the celebrated book of John Ma-
riana had in the interval of their banish-
ment from This book, which was dedi-
cated to King Philip ITL of Spain, boldly defends
the doctrine that it is meritorious to remove obsti-
nate and heretical princes by assassination, and eulo-
gizes the memory of Clement, who had earned him-
self immortal fame by ridding the world of a tyrant.®
When, eight years afterwards (1610) Henry fell
in his turn, like his predecessor, beneath the mur-
derous knife of the priestly assassin Ravilliac, the
ent of Paris ordered Mariana’s book to be

burnt by the eommon hangman. The holy fathers
of the company of Jesus, whose acknowledged opi-
nions it embodied, could afford to leok on with a
calm, placid smile of meek humility. They were
then t00 strong in France to be in any danger from
the parliament or the people, even when the blood -
of two successive kings were erying from the ground
for vengeance upon them. If Ravilliac were an
emissary of theirs, they had put it far out of his
power to inc them. The moment also for the
perpetration of this terrible comment upon their own
doctrine was chosen with unparalleled wisdom, for
it was then that the infatuated king was heaping

® De rege et regis Institutione, lib. i. c. 6, p. 51.
E
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favours upon the order of the Jesuits to a greater
extent than ever before, and therefore when the sus-
picion of the foul deed would be least likely to fall
upon them. It is true that he was just then about
to ally himself with the Protestant potentates of
Germany, a measure very distasteful to the Pope.
It is also true that after his death the influence of
the Jesuits at the French court, during the minority
of Louis XIII., was perfectly unlimited. But would
the holy fathers have murdered their dear son in the
faith, and most liberal benefactor, who had directed
by will that, at his death, his heart should be depo-
sited in their church atla Fleche ? They shuddered
with pious horror, they shed tears of heartfelt emo-
tion at the thought ! Yea, so well did they enact
their innocence, that all France believed them, and
a quibbling, glozing apology for their doctrine,
written by %’ Cotton, the confessor of the murdered
king, which appeared shortly afterwards, was almost
unnecessary. It was of course answered by an ad-
herent of the ancient clergy, and the whole affair
issued in a long wordy controversy between the
Jesuits and their old enemy the University of Paris,
which was exactly the course which the former de-
sired ; as, through their greater dialectic skill and
superior talent, they were sure of the victory.

Thus did Jesuitry triumph in France at the com-
mencement of the seventeenth century, bearing in«
scribed on its banner the regicidal principle which
had consigned two successive monarchs of that
kingdom to the knife of the assassin, and which had
been the chief point of accusation with its enemies.
At the same time—and this is the greatest wonder
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of all—official declaration and individual opinion
werephyedoﬂ'widlsuchconsummateskill,md
poised against each other with such minute accu-
racy, that the company stood clear of the question.
Individual members might maintain it ; but no'one
could charge the principle upon the entire body,
which stood equally well prepared, boldly to avow
it, or fiercely to denounce it, as circumstances might
require it.

The important and highly instructive series of
events which we have detailed, will doubtless have -
impressed the reader with a strong moral conviction
of the profligacy of the clples upon which the
Jesuits proposed to defenme church of Rome from
her enemies ; yet still they fall short of a complete
unanswerable inculpation. They cannot be made
the ground of a general charge against the company ;
for when it afterwards became expedient to disavow
the regicidal principle, 8o carefully had the expres-
sions of every propounder of it within the society
been mdmdunhzed that there was no difficulty in
the disavowak® Some other proof must therefore
be sought, before it can be clearly and unanswer-
ably demonstrated that the Jesuits in partibus were
acting upon secret instructions, framed upon the
principle THAT THE END JUSTIFIES THE MEANS,

Another occurrence in the eventful history of the
order of the Jesuits in France, supplies this proof un-
answerably. It took place about five and forty years
after the assassination of HenryIV. in the reign of his
second successor, thewell-known Louis XIV. During
this interval, no circumstance arose, wherein the in-
- * See F. de Jouvency, b. 2.2voL ¥. p. 783, seq. &o., &o.

E
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terests of the company called for a farther practical
illustration of the regicidal principle. It was occa-
sionally advanced by individual members of the
order, but it was rather explained away than de-
fended, in reply to the indignant remonstrances
which its avowal never failed to call forth from
other quarters. There was an evident disposition
to conceal it, and to allow its existence gradually
to pass into oblivion. Meanwhile the influence of
the Jesuits in France went on increasing continu-
ally. Through the tortuous sinuosities of political
movements and fluctuations they wriggled their way
upwards in all the institutions of the country. They
had insinuated themselves into the councils of the
monarch, into the dignities of the church, into the
chairs of the universities, into the bosoms of fami-
lies, yet generally they contrived to conceal them-
selves, by retiring from all obtrusive displays of
power, so that it went on growing, without exciting
the attention or suspicion of their opponents. Like
the fibrous roots of some huge tree, which continue
permeating and pervading the entire soil of the field
in which it grows, without exhibiting on the surface
the slightest indication of their existence.

In the year 1656, M. Arnauld, whose father had
made himself conspicuous as an opponent of the
Jesuits, and who himself was an ecclesiastic, hold-
ing the opinions of Jansenius of Ypres, was cited,
through the influence of the Jesuits, to appear
before the doctors of the Sorbonne, to answer for
certain heretical opinions on the subject of divine
grace, said to be propounded in his printed works.
Arnauld, like his master Jansenius, held the peeu-
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fiar opinions of St. Augustine upon this question,
which are pearly identical with those termed Calvi-
nistic by Protestants. It was successfully proved
that the whole of the passages upon which the
charge had been founded were quotations from
Chrysostom and Augustine ; but the Jesuit oppo-
nents of Arnauld contended that the same passage
which was orthodox in the fathers, became heretical
when transferred to the pages of a modern author.
This monstrous proposition roused the giant powers
of Blaise Pascal, one of the most highly-gifted men
that any country has produced, who, in his Lettres
DProvinciales, demonstrated the utter profligacy of
the principles of Jesuitry, to such an extent and in
a manner so perfectly unanswerable, as to render all
denial or extenuation, or palliation, or any other
species of lying, perfectly useless.

This most talented work contains a complete ex-
posure of the morals taught by the Jesuits, from an
epitome of the writings of twenty-eight of the most
celebrated of their casuists, which had appeared just
at that time from the pen of Father Escobar, who
was himself one of the order. The father com-
mences with a flaming eulogy upon the whole of the
authors to be epitomized. They are angels rather
than doctors, they are eagle-spirits, yea, they are a
flock of phoenizes! The work he was about to
write would be another Book of Revelations, in,
which these worthies would fill the parts of the four
beasts and four-and-twenty elders ! From eulogies
like these it was impossible for any party eoncerned
in the publication to recede ; and as the general of
‘the order had sanctioned ;t formally, and recom-

: E
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mended it as a class-book for the schools, the order
itself was’of course irrevocably committed to the sen-
timents it contained. Such was the atrocious cha-
racter of the principles exposed in the Lettres Pro-
vinciales, and such was the extreme ability dis.
played by the e r, that the only reply upon
which the reverend fathers felt it expedient to ven-
ture, was a feeble attempt or two to charge the au-
thor with misquotation. The work, however, had
excited so much attention throughout France, and
the subject was so important, that both in Paris and
in many of the provincial cities, the clergy as a body
took up the question, and committed to those among
themselves who enjoyed the highest reputation for
learning, the task of collating the quotations, both
of the Lettres and of Escobar, with the authors from
whom they profess to quote. This inquiry, which
was conducted in many places at once, resulted in
the entire verification of every passage quoted from
the writings of the Jesuits in the Lettres Provin-
ciales.* So that the two refuges of lies, individua-
lization and misquotation, to which the Jesuit con-
trovertists had ordinarily betaken themselves on si-
milar occasions, were, in this case, altogether cut off.
The doctrines laid down in this unwelcome exposure
were truly stated, they were also those of the entire
order, not of individual members of the order merely.
They furnish, therefore, the best possible, if not the
only criterion, whereby we are to form our judgment
of the principles upon which the order was founded,
and upon which all its operations in partibus were
guided.

* Vie de B. Pascal ; prefixed to the “ Lettres Provinciales.”
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The duty of the Jesuits in France had been of a
very arduous nature. That country had been deeply
infected with what Rome called heresy for more than
five hundred years, and the deference both of the
Church and crown, to the pretensions of the pope,
had been of a very dubious character, especially
since the great papal schism in the fourteenth cen-
tury. The Reformation also made very rapid pro-
gress in France, during the early part of the six-
teenth century ; and that country was in imminent
danger of being lost to the papacy when the Jesuits
first made their appearance in it. Their state in-
trigues, and the part which they took in the mas-
sacre of St. Bartholomew and other atrocities of the

" house of Guise, over whom they had always un-
bounded influence, it is not our object now to con-
sider. The far more instructive branch of their
operations, which is discussed in the Lettres Provin-
ciales, carries out into practice the secret orders -
which were evidently issued by the company, and
which were as evidently framed upon the principle
that THE END JUSTIFIES THE MEANS.

The design of the papal hierarchy, which the
Jesuits were sent forth to accomplish in France, was,
of course, to reclaim the inhabitants to the unity of
‘Rome. The mode in which they were to accomplish
it was conveyed to them in secret instructions, the
exposure of which is the important object of the Let-
ters of Pascal. A concise account of the principal
dogmas laid down by the Jesuits, as they appear in
this celebrated work, will suffice for our present

purpese.
“]'E;e moral portion of the epitome of Escobar is
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introduced somewhat ominously by a solemn disa-
vowal, on the part of the entire company, of any de-
sign to corrupt the manners of the age. At the
same time, it is candidly admitted that meral refor-
mation is not the object of the authors whose works
are about to be quoted (who nevertheless are faceti-
ously denominated moral writers), but the extension
of the power and influence of the order of the Jesuits,
which, as the epitomizer contends, is a far nobler
and more importaut object than mere individual
amendment !—(Lettre 5.) For this purpose they
have invented an cbliging, accommodating mode of
preaching Christianity, of which Escobar gives one
familiar nstance, in the case of a rich plunderer of
the poor, who should be unwilling, in confessing
his extortions, to make the restitution, which it
would be the obvious duty of his father confessor to
enjoin upon him. A Jesuit, in such a case, was
under no obligation to proceed to extremities witha
refractory penitent, if he saw that his influence and
wealth might serve the Church ; but he might ab-
solve him under a general understanding that he
would make restitution at sorne future time. The
principle which Escobar avows in this case, is the
supreme importance of acquiring friends for the
order, and retaining them. Pascal gives another
instance of this obliging accommodating gospel, as
preached by the Jesuit missionaries in China and
Japan, who made converts by declaring to the hea-
then, not Christ crucified, but Christ glorified ; and
by teaching them that it was enough for them te
conceal an image of the crucjfix beneath their gar-
‘ments, and to adore it mentally, while outwardly
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they continued their usual worship of the idols Cha-
cim-choan, and Keum-fucum. His authority for
this is the martyrology of Hurtado, a Jesuit, p. 427,
and the injunction of the cardinals of the Propa-
ganda to all missionaries to forbid their converts to
worship idols and frequent heathen temples, and to’
display the cross openly in all churches in heathen
countries, under pain of excommunication. This
injunction had been issued by the congregation of
the Propaganda but a few years before; it was
dated July 9, 1646, and signed by Cardinal Cappo-
nis. It is perfectly obvious that it originated in
some necessity.

The first principle, or, as Pascal well calls it, the
@, b, c, of the whole system of morals taught by the
Jesuits, is contained in the doctrine of probability ;
which Escobar thus defines :—¢ An opinion is called
probable, when it is founded upon reasons worthy of
consideration, whence it happens sometimes that one
very grave doctor can render an opinion probable.”
B. 24. Example 3. No. 8. He confirms this defi-
nition by a passage from the summary of Sanchez,
one of the four-and-twenty elders, which contains
the decisions of the doctrine of Angelus, Navare,
Emanuel Sa, and others the most celebrated as
casuists of all the Jesuitical writers. The reason
given by the last-named of them ought not to be
omitted. “If the testimony of one man only is of
weight enough to make the occurrence of any event
at ﬁome, which he says he witnessed, a probability,
why should not one competent witness have the same
weight in morals also?” Diana, another of the
four-and-twenty elders, thus illustrates the applica-
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tion of this doctrine (Moralia, tom. iii. p. 244),
“ Ponce and Sanchez are of opposite epinions upon
a certain point in morals : but both were great and
learned men ; therefore the opinions of both are
probable.” The writers who could record such an
opinion, would, of course, not fail widely to extend
the liberty afforded by this comfortable doctrine,
by a sufficient supply of loose licentious meral
maxims given on their authority.

To complete the entireness of the license which
it was determined to give to men's consciences, or
rather to their propensity to sin, it was ruled by one

at man of the order, Filutius, that ‘‘ & man was
permitted to follow the least probable of any two
opinions, even if it seemed to himself the least cer-
tain.” (Quest. Morales. tr. 21, ¢. 4,n. 128.) And
by another, that in hearing confessions and giving
advice, the priest had the same liberty : he might
give that advice which seemed the most likely to
be agreeable to his penitent, if it were but pro-
bable ; even when persuaded in his own conscience
that it was false and wrong ! (Laiman. Theolog.
Mor. lib. i.p. 1.¢.2.8. 2. 1. 7.)

The applications of this principle to many cases
and conditions of life are to the full as curious as
the principle itself. Valets in the service of profli-
gates are permitted ‘“ to carry letters and presents
for them to other men’s wives ; to open doors and
windows for them ; to assist their masters in climb-
ing up to the windows of their paramours ; and to
hold the ladder for them while they ascend thither.
All these are things indifferent, and may be done
with a safe conscience.” Escobar, p. 7, ex. 4, n.
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221.*% That is, “ if only they do it for a temporal
advantage, and not as consenting to the sins of their
masters.” Bauny Sum. p. 710. The same bene- ;
volent interpreter of Christian duty permits “a
valet, who has been compelled by poverty to hire
himself for too small a wage, to make himself
amends by taking of his master’s propert whenever
the opportunity is presented to him.” {d. p- 213, |
214. The holy fathers of the college of Clermont
at Paris, experienced a practical comment upon this
doctrine from one of their servants a few years
before Pascal wrote. The man, whose name was
Jean d’Alba, was dissatisfied with his wages, and
pilfered the property committed to his charge to
reimburse himself. When he was apprehended and
tried for the theft, he at once acknowledged his
guilt ; but in his defence quoted this and many other
passages from the writixles of the Jesuits to whom
the college belonged. He also stated and brought
witnesses to prove that these and similar doctrines
were constantly preached and taught there. Through
the influence of the holy fathers at court, as Pascal
plainly hints, the trial terminated abruptly ; Jean
d’Alba was removed from the bar and heard of no
more, and the whole affair was hushed up and for-
gotten. The design of these deeply calculating in-
triguers thus to encourage petty larceny among so
large and important a class as the valets cannot be
mistaken. ere was no body of persons through
whom they would be so certain to arrive at the se-
crets of the rich, and therefore over whom it was so
important for them to have that unbounded influence
. * Quoted, Lettre 6me.
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which the knowledge of, and connivance at, mal-
practice in another never fails to confer.

It will readily be imagined that these complying
moralists would bid with at least equal liberality for
the 8 es of the masters as for these of the ser-
vants. The Christian precepts for gentlemen at
court, inculcated by the -}) esuits, were strictly subor-
dinated to that which passes in the world under the
title of the code of honour; contradicting it in no
single particular, and only aspiring to the humble
office of & supplement to it, which might sometimes
prove useful in soothing the consciences of those who
were subjected to its laws. This was accomplished
by an ingenious device called by its inventors the
direction of the intention, a phrase which will be
better understood by an example or two than by any
definition.

Father Reginaldus (one of the four beasts of
Escobar) quotes several passages of Seripture
wherein he distinctly admits that the Christian is
expressly prohibited from taking vengeance on his
enemies. (In praxi. lib. 21, num. 62, p. 260.)
Nevertheless he draws from them this extraordi-
nary conclusion, “ It plainly appears from all these
things that a gentleman is at liberty to pursue
instantly his enemy who may have injured him,
and for the purpose of killing him, not indeed with
the intention of rendering evil for evil, but of pre-
serving his honour.” This doctrine at once makes
way for what follows, and the author of which is
the Jesuit Hertado de Mendoza, a casuist of even
greater celebrity. * If a gentleman who is called
out in a duel is known not to be a devotee, and if
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the sins which he is seen to commit hourly make it
perfectly apparent that if he refuse to fight it is
not through the fear of God, but through timidity,
so that in that case it would be justly said of him,
he is a chicken and not a man, he may with a safe
conscience betake himself to the ground appointed
in the challenge, not with the intention of fighting
a duel, but of defending himself should his adver-
sary attack him unjustly. This action will be
altogether indifferent in itself, for what harm is
there in going into a field and walking about there
expecting the arrival of another man, and in defend-
ing oneself there against an unjust attack ? Thus
then the accepter of a challenge commits no sin
whatever in this case, because he accepts the chal-
lenge without the intention to accept it. For to
accept a challenge bona fide there must be the inten-
tion to fight, but here is no such intention.”* Many
other passages to the same effect are quoted by
Pascal,t in which it is declared that the men of the
world are left by the doctrines of Christianity at
perfect liberty both to accept challenges to the
duel and to give them, in defence of their honour
and fortune ; nay, even to lie in wait for and assassi-
nate their enemies when their provocation is very
great or their danger very imminent. This un-
utterably wicked blasphemy, which is modestly
insinuated in an under tone by Sanchey, one of the
four beasts of Escobar, is thundered forth in
response ore rotundo by Bauny, one of the four

* Quoted by Diana. u. s. part 5, tr. 14, R. 99.
t Vme. Lettre, p. 89.
F
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and twenty elders of the same eulogist. Leét but
the motive (whether of provocation or interest) be
strong enough, and let but the general character
of the perpetrator be worldly and depraved enough,
and the crime of wilful murder ceased to be a
crime with him, according to the teaching of the
Jesuits. Their able exposer establishes the doc-
trine by a host of quotations from beasts and elders,
which leave not the slightest hope of escape for the
order. It was taught by every Jesuit confessor,
with the entire concurrence of the whole of the
written authorities of the company.*
+ In illustration of the same doctrine, it has been
determined by Molina, alao a Jesuit, that any man,
not excepting an ecclesiastic, is at liberty to kill
another who would unjustly deprive him of the
value of a crown.t The reverend fathers put ro
limit to the liberty to murder which they grant to
themselves and their penitents, save the injury of
the state through the diminution of its population.
The same convenient and accommodating princi-
ples, the doctrine of probability, and the direction
of the intention, are applied in all their ;:slitnde
of licence to sins and sinners of every
description.  Corrupt judges, usurers, harlots, and
fraudulent bankrupts, might all in those happy
days count upon mild and benevolent interpretations
of their worst offences, and most comfortable seda-
tives for any little compunctions of conscience that
might harass them, by betaking themsélves to the
confessionals of the holy fathers of the company of
* Ubi sup. 90, seq. 1 Idem, 96.
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Jerus.* For thé benefit of the last-named class of
offenders, the Jesuits had invented some ingenious
and highly useful suggestions, which it may be
doubted whether even the sharp-sighted refinement
of bankrupts in the present day has been able to

. The first is the contract mohatra,—a
bargain, the practice though not the name of which,
is very familiar to the bankruptcy court. It is
baying goods at an exorbitant price on credit, to sell
them again immediately at far below their intrinsic
value for ready money. 'To make this fraud inno-
cent and even laudable, it is only needful so to
direct the intention a3 to be actuated simply by
motives of bemevolence and Christian affection
towards the cash customer. The keeping back
fraudulently of a bankrupt’s assets, finds likewise a
ready justification in the same convenient and ac-
commodating principle. Of course the defaulter’s
intention is not to defraud his creditors, but to pro-
vide for his family, a motive of undeniable excel-
lence.

It is evident enough that the inventors of atrooi-
ties like these would stop at nothing to which their
principles lead them. Nevertheless, that which
follows will searcely fail to excite some degree of
surprise in the reader’s mind. The Jesuits at this
period published and circulated throughout France,
in great numbers, small publications, professedly
manuals of a religious character, but designed
especially to point out to sinners ways of getting to
heaven without parting with their sins, and follow-

' * 8me, I;me.
F
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ing after holiness. One of them, by Father lo
Moine, appeared, without circumlocution or con-
cealment, under the impudent title of ¢ Easy DE-
vorioNs.” * Another, by Father Barry, was en-
titled, *“ PARADISE OPENED TO THE AVARICIOUS BY,
A Hunprep Acts or Devorion To THE MoOTHER
oF Gop, VERY EASY To PRACTISE.” The pious
author of the last of these edifying works fre-
quently assures his readers, that there is not the
slightest necessity that the desires of the heart
should accompany the words and ceremonies con-
tained in his directions. If that were convenient, it
would be all very well ; but says he, ‘I know that
to be impossible ; I know that your heart is fully
bent upon the honours, the pleasures, the riches of
this world ; and therefore, dear reader, I dare not
ask you to give to religion that little slave you call
your heart.”” The heart, in short, is of so little
consequence, that the holy father can afford to
make a jest of it. These devotional exercises
made as easy a draft upon the time and memory of -
the devotee as upon his heart. It was only needful
“ to salute the blessed Virgin in passing by her
images ; to repeat occasionally the little chaplet of
the ten pleasures of the Virgin; to pronounce the
name of Mary pretty often; to request the angels
to present our regards to her; to wish to build
her more churches than all the monarchs upon
earth put together ; to say to her, ¢ Good morning !’
always on rising, and ¢ Good evening !’ every night
on retiring ; and to go through the Ave riag
* Pascal, u. 8, 9me. Lettre,
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once daily in honour of the heart of the Virgin.”
Light as is the tax upon the mental powers of the
devotee imposed- by this short rubric, the author
was too familiarly conversant with humah nature,
not to be aware that even this was more than the
worldly and the wicked would be disposed to give
to that in which, under their ordinary circumstances
of health and occupation, they took so little interest,
as their destinies after death. He therefore abates
the terms of sure admission into Paradise in the
first instance, down to the salutation of the Virgin
morning and evening, and afterwards to wearing
upon the arm a bracelet in the form of & chaplet,
or even to earrying in the pocket a rosary or image
of the Virgin! This is, assuredly, the perfection
of facility. The reverend father knew this, and
therefore added, with the air of triumphant raillery
so often assumed by those who feel themselves in
the high and enviable position of discoverers of
great things, “ And now, ye jolly dogs, tell me if I
have not found out for you an easy way of getting
into the aces of Mary, and going to
heaven ! ngood & v gomne

These, however, do but make part of an entire
system, which is termed by its authors onme of
< religions and holy finesses and pious frauds in
devotion ;’ + of which, horrible to relate, God
himself was to be the dupe. Their design was to
teach the sinner how to cheat the Almighlt; and
elude the decrees of his justice : for, as Father
Barry piously observes, ¢ What matter is it how

* 9me, Lettre, p. 118. 3 + 10me, Lettre, p. 134.

F
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we go to heaven, 8o we only get there?” (quoted
9me. Lettre, p. 119). Upon this principle the
grievous sinner is recommended to keep two con-
fessors, one for his mortal and the other for his
venial sins ; by which device he will be sure of abso-
lution from one or the other of them (10me Lettre,
p. 135). It was also taught by them, that when
the offender feels no contrition, attrition,—that is
dread and hatred not of sin, but only of its punish-
ment,—will suffice for true repentance (id. pp.
143—146). Nor did they scruple at the utterance
of blasphemies even still more appalling. The love
of God is, in their divinity, a matter of perfect
indifference. It may be entertained in “the heart
every Sunday, or once a year, or once in three
years, or once in five years, or at the hour of
death, or not at all, just as the sinner pleases.
For it is the great privilege of the New Testa-
ment over the Old, that Jesus Christ has dis-
pensed his disciples from all obligation to love
God.* This is the climax of doctrinal wicked-
ness. The heart of man can never devise, the
lip of man can never utter, a falsehood of deeper
atrocity.

Such were the means whereby the Jesuits coun-
teracted and overbore the Reformation in France:
gaining the entire sway over a line of voluptuous
monarchs ; and through them working their ulti-
mate objects. They found a full justification for
themselves in the plea of a worthy and laudable end.
Surely it is needless to waste words in proving

* 10me. Lettre, pp: 147 ad finem.
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that the same order would also scruple at no devices,
however. wicked, to accomplish the same end in
other countries.*

* Upon the history of the Jesuits in France the reader
will find ample information in the works of M. Michelet,
should he be disposed to pursue the subject.



-CHAPTER IIL

THE PURITAN JESUITS.

THE proceedings of the Jesuits in England, which -

form the ultimate object of our &r:sent in(}uiry, are
far more deeply hidden in the darkness of secrecy

and deceit than those which have hitherto engaged
our attention ; to which we have made reference
only for the purpose of illustrating the moral, or
rather the immoral, of this formi%:gble order.

There is one point in their proceedings which we
feel that we have not yet made sufficiently explicit.
The members of the order were not themselves
generally guilty of the immoralities which they

itted or winked at in their penitents. We find
in the histories of these times constant complaints
against their boldness and subtilness in intrigue,
and the influence they obtained thereby in all places
over all ranks of the community ; but we do not
find it frequently objected against them that the
were personally guilty of immoralities. The tru
is, that the Jesuits generally were completely the
victims of the delusion they were sworn to p:
gate, and that their moral perceptions were so dis-
torted by the discipline in which they had been
trained, that they did sincerely and verily believe
that the supremacy of the pope and the Roman
church was an end so ineffably holy, so infinitely
beyond all other ends desirable, that the use of any

-




THE PURITAN JESUITS. 57

means, however morally execrable in themselves,

however in their own nature diabolical, became

sacred duties when they tended to the promotion of

that end. The clear statement of this monstrous

principle is absolutely indispensable to the com-

E'ehension of the proceedings of the Jesuits in
ngland.

The operations of the order in our own country
may probably have commenced with its first estab-
lishment, for nothing could then be more unsatis-
factory than the relations between England and
the Papal see. That most extraordinary of all
defenders of the faith, Henry VIIL, was at high
romps among the tex;lpomlities of the church ;
unroofing richly-endowed abbeys, imprisoning cor-
pulent abbots, and distributing church lands right
and left among his courtiers, taking care of course
of the lion’s share for himself.* There is, however,

* The frenzied fury of the attack now making by the
Tractarians and Romanists upon the memory of “bluff
Harry,” ought to have the effect of rousing the Protestant
mind of England to a closer and more intelligent examin-
ation of the proceedings of this right English king than
they have yet undergone. His moral delinquencies of
course no one thinks of defending; but we are by no
means disposed to rank the dissolution of the monasteries
among them. In the great majority of instances, it was
merely the resumption by the crown of property which
had been obtained by that most intolerable of all frauds,
the practices of spiritual ?ersons upon the consciences of
dying sinners-—practices for the prevention of which the
statutes of Mortmain were enacted. The large amount
of pensions paid by Henry to the deprived inmates of the
dissolved houses 1s strangely forgotten l:{the assailants
of his memory, who make this (of eourse) the main ground
of their attack. And no wonder ! for the dissolution of
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no direct evidence that we have beén able to disw
cover, of the presence of the new order in England,
before the reign of Henry’s daughter, and second
successor, the gloomy bigot Mary.* Even then
perhaps the only indication of the new spirit which
the Jesuits had infused into the church is to be
found in the unavailing opposition of Cardinal
Archbishop Pole and Philip of Spain, the queen’s
husband, to the cruelties of Bonner and Stephen
Gardiner, who were true sons of old St. Dominic.
This, however, is but conjecture; we only certainly
know the fact that during the reign of Queen Mary
many Jesuits came to England. It is not until the
times of her successor Elizabeth, that we discover
the evident indications of their secret movements,
The efforts of Queen Mary and her consort Philip
of Spain to re-establish the old religion in England
were crowned with entire success, so far as the
Church was concerned. Not one clergyman re-
mained in any benefice or cure in England who did
not conform to the Roman Catholic ritual. Of the
Protestant ecclesiastics of the preceding reign the
majority had lapsed into papistry in comlp%;:mce
with the mandates of the court. A goodly number,
however, had embraced the principles of the

the monasteries is, under God, the one event which of all
others in our histary has the most obviously conduced to
the perpetuation to England of the blessings of the Refor-
mation. The minds of many sound gomtants are
with grievous misc ptions of this question,

which it would be very desirable to remove.
* «“They made their appearance in Ireland in the year
1542; but they were instantly expelled from thence.”—
Schroeckh 3, p. 533. )
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Reformation from the heartfelt conviction that they
were those of the New Testament: but a noble
army of these had borne witness to this truth
at the stake, and the rest were either in conceal-
ment or in exile. So that, at the death of Queen
Mary, the Church of England was once more firmly
united to the Church of Rome in the bonds of a
ritual and rubrical unity. This incontrovertible
fact is scarcely noticed by modern writers on the
history of these eventful times, notwithstanding
its importance to the right apprehension of that
history. .

This prostrate position of the English Church at
the-feet of the papal hierarchy, on the accession of
Elizabeth, furnishes the key to several seeming
anomalies in her conduct. That illustrious queen
has been charged with half-heartedness in the cause
of the Reformation, and with strong inclinations
towards Popery: but surely this state of things
furnishes a sufficient refutation of the calumny. It
is to be feared that religious truth was by no means
so influential as it ought to have been upon the
heart and conduct of Elizabeth ; but, nevertheless,
her proceedings were perfectly decided from the
first day of her accession. She uniformly expressed
her own adherence to the reformed religion, and
her determination that it should be the religion of
ber realm, Nothing but strong conviction and
firm principle could at such a time have elicited
such an avowal from one so politic, so sagacious,
and worldly as Elizabeth.* Far, therefore, from

« . ® %0 Queen Mary, and Marian times! With how
much greater tenderness and moderation is truth. now
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there being anything suspicious in certain external
conformities to the Romish ritual in her private
chapel, and other circumstances which are so much
dwelt upon by some writers, the wonder is that she
exhibited so much firmness in maintaining the
principle of Protestantism, in the teeth of the
entire ecclesiastical estate of England as well as of
a large and influential party among the laity.

The majority of the clergy who occupied the
benefices of England at this period were Papists from
conviction. They were neither men of little principle,
who had conformed merely from worldly motives,
nor timid, weak-minded men, who had unwillingly
sheltered themselves from the fierce persecution of
the former reign, under an external compliance with
the Romish ritual, though such might doubtless
have been found among them. The whole tenor
of their conduct shows this. On the 20th of May,
1559, six months after Elizabeth’s accession, four
months after the meeting of her first Parliament,
and three months after the act reinstating King
Edward’s service book had become law, Bishop

contended for, than falsehood was defended some time
since. Our adverzaries acted always with preoipihn(if,
without precedent, without authority, without law; while
we manage everything with so much deliberation, and

dence, and weariness, and circumspection, as if God
imself could scarce retain his authority without our
ordinances and precautions; so that it is idly and scur-
rilously said, by way of joke, that as heretofore Christ
was cast out by his enemies, so he is now kept out by his
friends.”—Zurich Letters, Jewel to Martyr, Letter 6,
p. 17. Also Letter 7: “ Your letters are like religion -
among ourselves, reposing in listless inactivity.”
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Cox writes to Weidner of Zurich, with whom he
had taken refuge during Mary’s persecution, “ The
nobility come every day over to us, with many of
the people, but not one of the clergy; they all stick
together as a body that may not be moved.” * In
the July following, the oath of the queen’s supremacy
was tendered to the bench of bishops ; but, with
one exception only, that body unanimously refused
to acknowledge any other head of the English
Church than the pope.t It is not easy to imagine
a stronger temptation to recant than that to which
the clergy were exposed during this period, or a
more triumphant resistance of it. All hope of the
continuance of the Romish ritual must have vanished,
for nothing could be firmer or more decided than
the queen’s proceedings to re-establish the Refor-
mation; and in every step of them she was zealously
seconded by a clear majority of her lay subjects.

- ® Burnet’s Reformation, vol. iii. part i. p. 332. “The
bishops are & great hindrance to us; for being, as you
know, among the nobility and leading men in the upper
house, and having none there on our side to oppose their
artifices and confute their falsehoods, they reign as sole
monarchs in the midst of ignorant and weak men, and
easily over-reach our little party, either by their numbers
or their reputation for learning. The queen, meanwhile,
though she openly favours our cause, yet is wonderfully
afraid of allowing any innovations: this is owing partly
to her own friends, by whose advice everything is carried
on, and Partly to the influence of Count Feria, & Spaniard,
and Philip’s ambassador. She is, however, prudently, and
firmly, and piously following up her purpose, though
somewhat more slowly than we could wish.”—Jewel to
Martyr, Zar. Lett. p. 10.
1 Burnet, vol. ii. part i. p. 504.
G
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At the same time, the policy of the court, of the
returned refugees, and of all parties in the state
towards the clergy was that of leniency and per-
suasion. Inducements of every.kind were held out
to them to recant ; they were flattered and solicited
and courted by the queen and her government, by
whom the patronage of the Church was thenceforth
exclusively to be administered. All these means
were applied for eight months successively to the
whole of the clergy. Yet it does not appear that
they were successful in inducing the voluntary con-
formity of a single individual. This circumstance
is in itself a very singular one, but it is rendered still
more 80 by the occurrences which took place very
shortly afterwards,

About the same time that the papistical bishops
were pressed with the oath of supremacy, the queen
and her council were engaged in the preparation of
injunctions to be sent over England, for the pur-
pose of enforcing obedience to the law re-instating
the English Service-book, which, by the act, was to
take place on St. John Baptist’s day (August 29).
These injunctions were far more decidedly opposed
to the Papistry than the proposals which had before
been made to the clergy, inasmuch as the queen
had been prevailed upon by the Protestant party
entirely to abolish all images, and to sanction the
marriage of spiritual persons, upon both which
Ei)nts she had formerly rather held with the

manists. It might therefore have reasonably
been expected that the resolution of the clergy
would have stood firm against this larger demand
upon their compliance, and that to a man they
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would have followed the example of the bishops,
A commission of visitation went through all the
churches of England to enforce the injunctions, in
the course of the months of July and August, and
afterwards reported to the queen the result of their
labours. That report is still extant, and, were it
not an historical document, the authority of which
admits of no question, its contents would be utterly
incredible. Of the nine thousand four hundred
beneficed men in England, no more than fourteen
bishops, six abbots, twelve deans, fifteen heads of
colleges, fifty prebendanes, and eighty rectors of
parishes—189.in all, had left their benefices upon
the account of their religion. The whole of the
English clergy had conformed to the queen’s in-
junctions and read the Protestant service.* :

Fully to apprehend the extent to which this result
sets probability at defiance, it must be borne in mind
that there was at the time no danger whatever
in the profession of an adherence to Romanism:
The recusant bishops were merely imprisoned for
a day or two, and then liberated. Many of them
had pensions allowed them by the queen -out of the
proceeds of their benefices, and such was then her
temper towards the Papists, that there seems no
reason to doubt her intention to have made such an
arrangement universal. Yet with such inducements
to constancy to the ancient faith, that body which
had 80 long resisted all the blandishments of the
court, and which therefore (had worldly consider-
atiofis been their motive) had let slip the favourable
opportunity, that body, not one individual of which
« * Idem, vol. n.gm-t i. p. 510.

G
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had recanted in June, yields absolutely and un-
conditionally on the first summons in July, with
the exception of a mere fraction—scarcely one-
fiftieth part of the whole.

The entire compass of history does not contain
the record of & more extraordinary anomaly than
this. So utterly does all conjecture fail to account
for the circumstance, that the mind is driven to
the supposition of design and concert in the Catholic
clergy of England, as the only probable, it may
almost be said the only possible, solution of the
difficulty. . :

Such a view of the subject has certainly the
a;lgport of many weighty considerations. The
order of the Jesuits had at that time been estab-
lished about twenty years, and was in the very
bloom of its existence, enjoying the entire confi-
dence of the whole body of the Roman Catholic
Church. Numbers of the clergy, both regular
and secular, had become members of it. The
Efuliar position of the Anglican Church, on

izabeth’s accession, was one of those emer-
gencies to meet which the order was especially
created, and therefore we naturally conclude that
its services would be brought into requisition.

The effect, moreover, of this strange mevement,
upon the Church of England was exactly that which
its bitterest enemy would have wished to produce.
It is impossible to view the question under any as-
pect in which her interests were not fearfully endan-
gered by it. 'We need scarcely enlarge upon these
dangers, they become evident enough when it is
considered that fortynine-fiftieths of her benefices
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were hereby leftin the hands of those who, but one
month before, had avowed their conscientious and
uncompromising enmity to the elementary principle
‘upon which she was founded ; while thus it was put
absolutely out of her power to provide for multitudes
of faithful men who had confessed their conviction
of the truth of that principle in poverty and exile.
Many of the refugees underwent, at this time, in
London, privations to the full as severe as they had
suffered at Frankfort or Zurich.

- If the papal clergy of England really obeyed some
secret order from Rome in this sudden conformity,
the direot design of the framers of the plot has pro-
bably been pointed out by an historian who in no
degree suspected its existence.* The court of Rome
might at that time have flattered itself that the
queen’s lenity towards its adherents arose from some
hesitation in her own mind as to her religion, and
that she might still be won over from Protestantism ;
but more probably it was intended practically to
illustrate the regicidal principle of the Jesuits in her
assassination. In either case, the retention of the
benefices by the Romanists was a point of utmost
importance to its interests.

There is another circumstance which deserves to
be considered. The successor of Elizabeth to the
throne had already been determined upon by one
section of the Catholic potentates of Europe, in the
person of the unhappy Mary Queen of Scots, the
next heir to it, who had just been married to the
dauphin of France. They were, at this time, as-
suming, in all their public acts, the style of King
- . Bisbop,Blémet, . 8.

6
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and Queen of England. There is no improbability
in the supposition that the retention of the benefices
might be a part of the plan of the dauphin’s family,
the house o? Guise, which had already made itself
oot:leﬁicuous as the patron of the Jesuits. :

e strange event we have described certainly
requires the agency of a body as formidable and un-
principled as tﬁ: Jesuits to render the motives of the
clergy intelligible, though no direct and formal
proofs of their agency are now known to exist. We
have, however, an ample store of documents testify-
ing to the efforts of the pope, through this terrible
order, to recover his former ascendancy in England,
which, rightly appreciated, are equally satisfactory,
inasmuch as they abundantly prove that a plot co-ex-
tensive with England itself, and as intricate as so-
ciety in England, through every fold of its connexion,
from the state diplomacy and the religious differ-
ences among the Protestants, down to the very ties
of domestic life in the bosoms of families, was
hatched at the commencement of Elizabeth’s reign,
and worked, with infinite annoyance to the queen,
and deep detriment to the temporal and spiritual
welfare of the realm, throughout the forty-four years
of its duration. We may safely conclude that the
Jesuits were at work in the Church, when it can be
shown that at this time they were busy everywhere
else.

As early as the year 1560 (that is, not eighteen
months after Elizabeth’s accession) we find Pope
Pius IV.—as ambitious and astute a pontiff as ever
sat in the chair of St. Peter,—already breaking
cover in his pursuit of this great purpose of reclaim-
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ing England. In perfect unison with his character,
he resisted the fierce importunities of Philip IL of
Spain at once to excommunicate the queen and
preach a crusade against England. A course which
would have been very congenial to the temper of
that sanguinary devotee, who was just then stung to
madness by the failure of both the hazards he iwd
thrown for the crown of England, as the consort of
Queen Mary, and as the suitor of Queen Elizabeth.
The object of the pope, however, was to recover
England, not to pleasure Philip. He therefore took
the course he thought most likely to accomplish it,
regardless of everything else. He dispatched by
the hand of Vincent Parpalio, one of his creatures,
n whom he conferred the legislative power in
ngland, a right loving and fatherly breve to Eliza-
beth, wherein he proposed to sanction the Book of
Common-prayer, to allow the cup to the laity as in
Bohemia, and to legitimatize her mother’s marridge,
on condition of her acknowledgment of his supre-
macy. The queen, however, stood. perfectly firm.
It is doubtful whether Parpalio was allowed to set
foot in England. Certainly that privilege was re-
fused to the Abbé Martinequez, whom the pope ap-
pointed his nuncio, with letters to the same purport,
in the following year. She forbade his embarkation
from Flanders. She resisted with equal firmness
the solicitations of the French king and other Ca-.
tholic potentates to send representatives to the
Council of Trent, which was then sitting ; ground-
ing her refusal upon the illegality of that synod, be-
cause it had been convened by the pope and not by
the emperor.
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Such was the character of the open attempts to
recover England to Rome which were made by the

pe at the commencement of Elizabeth’s reign.

hese efforts were continued throughout the whole
of its duration by Pius and his successors, but the
tacticians of the Vatican were adroit enough soon to
discover the utter hopelessness of success in that
course of gentleness and persuasion which had been
at first adopted, ahd the pope was nothing loathe to
the appeal to opposite measures. Shortly after-
wards his blandishments changed to threats. He
negociated with the Catholic potentates of Europe
for declarations of war against England, and for a
league for the extinction of the Reformation ; and
Elizabeth was at open enmity with the pope through-
out the later periods of her reign.
" It is not the practice of papal Rome to trust the
chances of success in important undertakings either
to the sword of the soldier or the pen of the diplo-
matist. She has other weapons which serve her
purpose far better, and to which she never fails to
resort on such occasions. These, we need not say,
were the services of secret emissaries with whom she
filled England and the rest of the reformed nations,
and the agency by which this her manifold plot was
chiefly accomplished was that of the Jesuits.

The firat act of the plot we conjeeture to have
been that singular and very successful one, whereby
the benefices of the church were retained by their
papalizing incumbents. The other expedients which
we know to have been adopted yield not at all to
this either in adroitness or wickedness. ‘We will
give the narrative of one of those contrivances that
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‘ was detected, in the words of the ecclesiastical his-

torian of the times :—‘ There was one Samuel
Mason, an Englishman, bred a Jesuit in Paris, a
man of learning, who being in Ireland was converted
to the gospel in the year 1566. Him Sir H. Sydney,
then Lord-Lieutenant of Ireland, made his chaplain.
This man made a speech of recantation in Christ
Church, Dublin, and in a narrative presented to the
said Sir H. Sydney, showed Pope Pius IV. his con-
trivance against the Protestant religion newly es-
tablished in England, with what policy and craft you
will easily perceive, but you will not so easily dis-
cover the piety thereof. It was in this year (1560)
that this pope (Pius IV.) dispensed with several of
the most active and learned Franciscans and Domi-
nicans, and of the society of Jesus, to preach among
the Protestants in England wild doctrines on pur-
pose to sow divisions, and allowed some of them to
marry, saying that the marriage established by the
queen was no marriage. These so dispensed were
to give monthly intelligence hence what progress
they made in these practices, and for fear any of
these missionaries might themselves be seduced from
their orders, others were sent to discover them if
they found their inclinations so bending before they
came to be fullyresolved. One of these emissaries
was John Giles, who being at Gloucester recanted.
Directions were brought from the Council of Trent
to the Jesuits at Paris by another of them, one Lu-
dowic Freak, an Englishman. Amongst these di-
rections this was one :— ‘ That they were not to
preach all after one manner, but to observe the places
wherein they came. If Lutheranism prevailed, then
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they were to preach Calvinism ; and if Calvinisnr,
then Lutheranism. If they came into England
then they were to preach either of these or John
Huss’s opinions, or Anabaptism, or any doctrines
that were contrary to the holy see of St. Peter,
by which their function would not be suspected ; and
yet they might still drive on the interests of the
another church. There being, as this council (of
Trent) were agreed, no better way to demolish the
Church of England’s heresy than by miztures of
doctrines, and by adding of ceremonies more than
were at present permitted.’” . . . . “That
which gave the first ground and occasion of this vile
‘project of the Pope was this : that Calvin, the great
minister of Geneva, had written to Archbism
Parker in the year 1560, for a good -
ing and union to be had among Protestants ; which
Pope Pius having knowledge of, he laboured to ob-
struct the good motion from taking effect by this
way with the advice of his cardinals, viz. as was said
before, to grant indulgences to several orders of
‘Rome, to set up new tenets and principles of reli.
%ion, and such as seemingly should be against the
‘Church of Rome, hereby to confound the Protestant
religion, and to hinder for the future all general as-
semblies of Protestants moved by the said Calvin,
to unite all Protestants together in one doctrine and
worship, lest there should be a general union and
concurrence amongst them wheresoever dispersed.”

¢« Upon these indulgences several of the English
popishclergy latelyfled from England upon the change
of religion, joined with other foreign clergy, and came
into England to distract the common people’s heads
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with new founded opinions and fancies in religion,
and all against the liturgy established. Some of
these were Dr. Thomas Lacy, Thomas Tunstal, a
Franciscan friar, cousin-german to Bishop Tunstal
(of Durham); James Scott, cousin to Scott, late
Bishop of Chester ; Faithful Cummin, a Dominican
friar, who some years after, for his religious h
crisy, narrowly escaped hanging ; and William %P;
ve, who was caught and hanged at York, May
Oth, 1566. He being suspected to be an impostor,
was seized, and divers treasonable papers were
found in his closet. He was so hardened that
when he went up the ladder he laughed in the Arch-
bishop of York’s face, telling him that those con-
verts that he had made would hate the Church’s Li-
turgy so much as his Grace did Rome, and when
the Archbishop desired of him who they were, he
refused, but said he hoped they would be ashamed
of their folly, that is in retaining the unsound doc-
trines he had taught them on purpose to divide them
from other Protestants, and that they would turn
back again to their mother principles (Romanism),
and not to heresy.”’—(Strype’s Annals, i. c. 19, pp.
219, 222, fo.) :
- From this extraordinary passage we gather some
very important particulars regarding the secret pro-
ceedings of the papacy at the commencement of the
reign of Elizabeth. The godly motion of Calvin to
the English bishops, (with whom he, in common with-
the rest of the Swiss Protestant divines, had become
united in the bonds of Christian affection during their-
exile in Mary’s reign,) for a general synod of: all:
Protestant: Churches in order to uniformity in doc=
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trine and diseipline, must be frustrated. The pope
determined this : the Council of Trent re-echoed his
determination, and the order of the Jesuits executed
the plot they had contrived to effect it, which for
incredible and diabolical wickedness stands without a
parallel in the annals of human depravity. The plot
was co-extensive with Protestantism itself, and ma-
nifold a8 the schisms which were then exhibiting
themselves in it. The object of this Satanic agency
on the Continent was, to widen existing breaches and
to create new ones: to raise up Calvinistie schisms
in Lutheran cities, and Lutheran schisms in Calvi-
nistic ones. In England their mission was still more
complicated ; for obviously it was especially against
the Reformation here that this agency was created.
Two objects are specified in the account of Mason
auot.ed by Strype, and fully corroborated by other

ocuments, and for their accomplishment two sets
of emissaries must have been employed. The first
mode of attack upon the Church of England was to
be by miatures of doctrines, or, in other words, the
infusion and fomentation of scruples and doubts
upon points of doctrine and discipline already de-
termined by her formularies. Of the proceed-
ings of this section of the dispensed, Strype has fur-
nished us with very ample details. There is like-
wise little difficulty in tracing their agency in the
various Puritan controversies that arose in these
times,

Another lever was also applied to the foundation-
rock of the Church of England for the purpose of
effecting her overthrow. This was * the adding o
ceremonies more than were at present permitted.”
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This branch of the plot was worked principally
through the agency of the conforming papal clergy.
So determined a churchman was honest John Strype,
and so exceedingly sensitive of the fair fame of all
spiritual persons, that he by no means affords us the
same measure of assistance in the history of this
part of the plot. From himself, however, and from
others, we shall have no difficulty in amply demon-
strating its reality.

The disclosure contained in our quotation from
Strype has been so completely forgotten in these
times, and 8o many voluminous histories of the reign
of Elizabeth are before the public, which do mnot
make the slightest allusion to it, that we feel con-
strained ‘to pursue the subject, so as to put the
reader fullyin possession of the facts which establish
its reality. We therefore give another extract from
the voluminous records of that most honest of chro-
niclers. “ The extraordinary craft and diligence of
the Papists to overthrow the reformed religion, ap-
peared by a remarkable instance that fell out this
year (1568). Their great project, which they drove
on to effect, was to blow up and inflame our divisions
as much as they could. For this purpose, some of
the craftiest of them shrouded themselves under the
cloak of Puritan ministers. This year one of these
was discovered and taken, named Thomas Heath,
brother to Nicholas, late archbishop of York, and
Lord Chancellor under Queen Mary, He was sent
over by the JEsu1Ts, being himself one of that order,
with instructions to pretend himself a preacher of
the purer religion, %e had a whole budget full of
erroneous doctrines to disseminate here, as those of

" et
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David George, Theodore Sartor, John Hutz, foreign
Anabaptists, Arians, and enthusiasts. And these
doctrines he was warily to mix up with those of thé
Puritans. This man, after six years’ preaching up
and down the country, applied himself to the dean
of Rochester, as a poor minister, desiring some pre-
ferment. The dean gave him a turn of preaching
in that cathedral. In his sermon he had some
strokes that looked towards Puritanism. For he
said of the prayers that were made of the church for
Peter without ceasing, that they were not such
Ksyers as were then used by the Church of Eng-
nd. By hap, in the gulpit, he let fall out of his
pocket a letter writ to him under the name of Tho-
mas Hine, from one Malt, an eminent English Je-
. suit in Madrid, which contained directions how he
should manage himself on his mission. This letter
being taken up by the sexton, and brought to Guest
the bishop, he examined him, and made so close an
use of this letter, that he made him confess himself
at length a Jesuit, though at first he pretended, that
though he had been a Jesuit, he had wholly fallen
off from that order, thatindeed he was not so wholly
of the Episcopal party, but laboured to refine Pro.
testants, and to take off all smacks of ceremonies
-that did in theleast tend towards the Romish faith.
‘¢ After this they searched his chambers, when in
his boots were found beads, a licence from the Je-
suits, & bull from Pius IV. to preach what doctrine
that society pleased, for the dividing of Protestants,
and particularly among the English Protestants ;
and in his trunk several books against infant bap-
tism, and divers other dangerous papers were seized.

VN
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In the month of November he had his sentence from
the bishop, and stood in the pillory three several
days at Rochester, his ears were cut off, his nose
slit, his forehead branded with the letter R, and
condemned to perpetual imprisonment. He died a
few months afterwards, not without suspicion of poi-
soning himself. All thisis taken out of the register
of the see of Rochester.”’—Strype, i. c. 52, pp.
521, 522.
. The simple and uncouth periods of this honest
narrator of facts convey a mass of evidence, both
distinet and circumstantial, of the existence and exe-
cution of this diabolical plot, which is perfectly irre-
fragable, and which no one has ever attempted to
deny. The objeet of most modern histories of these.
times has been to recommend popery, under one
guise or other, and to represent Elizabeth as a per-
secutrix. What wonder, then, that facts like these
should be consigned by them to oblivion, notwith-
standing their extraordinary and important cha-
racter ! We will endeavour to bring into one view
the various features in the character of this portion
of the dispensation with which these passages supply
us. :

The dispensation was co-extensive with Protest-
sntism. .

The section of it which is especially brought
under notice consisted of Catholic clergymen, and
others well-educated, who, having left England on
account of their religion, were associated with the
order of the Jesuits, and by it were sent back again
hither, disguised as Protestant ministers.
. 'The object of their misxgon was, by mixtures of

H
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doctrine to sow divisions among English Protest-
ants.

To fit them for its execution, the dispensation ab-
solved them from the sin of whatever doctrine they
might see fit to preach, however perfeet its opposi-
tion to the truth of Christianity, and however deep
its tinge of moral turpitude. They were equally
absolved by it from the guilt of whatever sin they-
might, for the purpose of their mission, see it expe--
dient to commit. Nay, they were even eneo
to sin, that thereby the judgments of God might be
provoked against the nation.

In doctrine, therefore, the dispensed were freed
from all other restraints than their own powers of
conceiving wicked imaginations ; and, in practice,
from all laws but their own propensities to moral de-
pravity.

This plot touches the extreme limits of man’s ca~-
pabilities of sinning. We therefore safely leaveits
mere enunciation to the moral perceptions of the
reader. Forsuch a theme neither needs nor admits
of amplification.

‘We are the more anxious to direct the reader’s
attention to the existence of this strangely wicked
plot, because of the importance of the fact to the
right understanding of the religious dissensions that
distracted English Protestantism during the reign
of Elizabeth. It is a relief to the mind to discover
that the fanaticism of the Puritans of those days
was originated and fomented by designing and:
simulating men, for the express purpose of creati