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TO THE RIGHT HONORABLE
ROBERT WALPOLE, ESQ.,

First Commissioner of His Majesty’s Treasury, and
Chancellor of the Exchequer.

Sir: It might, perhaps, be expected that this
address, to one in so high a station, should, as
usual, consist of some pages of panegyric; but
performances of that kind being as much beyond
my capacity as you are above the receiving them
from me, this presumption of mine will appear to
be of a quite different nature. ’Tis not an author
who wades through a sea of flattery to recom-
mend himself to a patron, but the publisher who
humblyacknowledges the protection you give him
against the authors; those who would think the
sacrifice of many thousands such little subjects as
me, but an inconsiderable atonement for this re-
exposing to public view the secret instructions of
their soclety; if despazr kas made some take a veso-
lution to lay violent hands on a sacred person, pro-
tected by all laws divine and human, sure no
atom of remorse can be left to restrain their ven-
geance on one of an inferior rank of his people.
This is what I hope will justify my offering to you
one of the worst books that ever was writ, which
if it can become harmless, it is by being well
known, Here is the origin of those schools
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wherein Garnet, John Chastel,* and Plunket were
educated. ’Tis to you, Sir, chiefly owing that
the last of these wretches, instead of serving here
as an example of the blackest of criminals, is not
this day triumphant with his confederates, giving
the law to that great assembly whose justice now
hangs over their heads,

I am, Sir, with the utmost respect and submis-
* slonm,
Your most obedient and most humble servant,

. JorN WALTHOR, JR.

* The person whoattempted to stab Henry IV . of France,
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ADVERTISEMENT TO THE READER.

By the London publisker, 1723.

The following masterpiece of religious policy
was published many years since, in Latin, French,
and Dutch, Mr. John Schipper, a bookseller at
Amsterdam, bought one of them at Antwerp,
among other books, and afterwards reprinted it.
The Jesuits, being informed that he had purchased
this book, demanded it back from him; but he
had then sent it to Holland. One of the society
who lived at Amsterdam, hearing it said soon
after to a Catholic bookseller, by name Van Eyk,
that Schipper was printing a book which concerned
the Jesuits, replied that if it was only the Rules
of the Society, he should not be under any con-
cern, but desired he would inform himself what
it was. Being told by the bookseller that it was
the Secret Instructions of the Society, the good
father, shrugging up his shoulders and knitting
his brow, said that he saw no remedy but deny-
ing that this piece came from the society. The
reverend fathers, however, thought it more
advisable to purchase the whole edition, which
they soon after did, some few copies excepted.
From one of these it was afterwards reprinted,
with this account prefixed, which is there said
to be taken from two Roman Catholics, men of
credit,



PREFACE.

These private instructions must be carefully
retained and kept by the superiors in their own
hands, and by them be communicated only to a
few of the professors, and when it shall be judged
for the benefit of the society, divulge some of
them to such as are non-professors; but even
these must be done under the strictest ties of
secrecy, and not as rules committed to writing by
others, but as deduced from the experience of him
thatdictates. And since many of the professors
must ne¢essarily from hence be acquainted with
these private advices, the society has therefore,
from their first establishment, taken care that no
one who is in the secret can betake himself to any
other order but that of the Carthusians; and this
from the strict retirement in which they live and
the inviolable silence they are obliged to; which
the holy see has been pleased to confirm.

The greatest care imaginable must be also
taken that these instructions do not fall into the
hands of strangers, for fear, out of envy to our
order, they should give them a sinister interpre-
tation. But if this (which God forbid!) should
happen, let it be positively denied that these are
the principles of the society, and such denial be
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confirmed by those of our members which we are
stire know nothing of them ; by this means, and
by confronting these with our public instructions,
printed or written, our credibility will be estab-
lished beyond opposition.

Let the superiors also carefully and warily
inquire whether discovery has been made of these
instructions by any of our members to strangers;
and let none transcribe, or suffer them to be
transcribed, either for himself or others, without
the consent of the general or provincial. And if
any one be suspected of incapacity to keep such
important secrets, acquaint him not of your sus.
picion, but dismiss him,



THE SECRET INSTRUCTIONS OF
THE JESUITS.

CHAPTER L.

HOW THE SOCIETY MUST BEHAVE THEMSELVES
WHEN THEY BEGIN ANY NEW FOUNDATION.

I It will be of great importance for the render-
Ing our members agreeable to the inhabitants of
the place wherethey design their settlement, to set
forth the end of the society, in the manner pre-
scribed by our statutes, which lay down: Thatthe
society ought as diligently to seek occasions of
doing good to their neighbors as to themselves;
wherefore, let them with humility discharge the
meanest offices in the hospitals, frequently visit
the sick, the poor, and the prisoners, and readily
and indifferently take the confessions of all, that
the novelty of such uncommon and diffusive
charity may excite in the principal inhabitants an
admiration of our conduct and forcibly draw them
into an affection for us.

II. Let it be remembered by all that the privi-
lege to exercise the ministry «f this society must
be requested in a modest and religious manner,
and that they must use their best endeavors to
gain chiefly the favor of such ecclesiastics and
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secular persons of whose authority they may stand
in need.

III. Let them also remember to visit distant
places where, having remonstrated the necessities
of the society, they shall readily receive the most
inconsiderable alms, which afterwards being be-
stowed on other objects, may edify those which
are as yet unacquainted with our society, and stir
them up to a greater liberality to us.

IV. Let all seem as though they breathed the
same spirit and consequently learn the same exte-
rior behavior, that by such an uniformity in so
great a diversity of men all may be edified. But
if any obstinately persist in a contrary deport-
ment let them be Immediately dismissed as dan-
gerous persons and hurtful to the soclety.

V. At their first settlement let our members be
cautious of purchasing lands, but if they happen
to buy such as are well situated let this be done
in the name of some faithful and trusty friend.
And that our poverty may have the more color-
able gloss of reality let the purchases adjacent to
the places wherein our colleges are founded be
assigned by the provincial to colleges at a dis-
tance; by which means it will be impossible that
princes and magistrates can ever attain to a cer-
tain knowledge what the revenues of the society
amount to.

VI. Let no places be pitched upon by any of our
members for founding a college but opulent
cities, the end of the society being the imitation of
our blessed Savior, who made his principal resi-
dence in the metropolis of Judea, and only tran-
siently visited the less remarkable places,
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«VII. Let the greatest sums be always extorted
from widows, by frequent remonstrances of our
extreme necessities.

VIIIL, In every province let none but the prin.
cipal be fully apprised of the real value of our
revenues, and let what is contained in the
treasury of Rome be always kept as an inviolable
secret,

IX, Let it be publicly remonstrated and every-
where declared by our members in their private
conversation that the only end of their coming
there was for the instruction of youth and the
good and welfare of the inhabitants; that they do
all this without the least view of reward or
respect of persons, and that they are not an in-
cumbrance upon the people, as other religious
orders constantly are.

CHAPTER 1II.

IN WHAT MANNER THE SOCIETY MUST DEPORT,
THAT THEY MAY WORK THEMSELVES INTO,
AND AFTER THAT PRESERVE, A FAMILIARITY
WITH PRINCES, NOBLEMEN, AND PERSONS OF

" THE GREATEST DISTINCTION.

I. Princes and persons of distinction every-
where must by all means be so managed that we
may have their ear, and that will easily secure
their hearts. By which way of proceeding all
persons will become our creatures, and no one will
dare to give the soclety the least disquiet or oppo-
sition.

II. That ecclesiastical persons gain a great
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footing in the favor of princes and noblemen by
winking at their vices and putting a favorable
construction on whatever they do amiss, experi-
ence convinces; and this we may observe in their
contracting of marriages with their near relations
and kindred'or the like. It must be our business
to encourage such whose inclination lies this way
by leading them up in hopes that through our
assistance they may easily obtain a dispensation
from the pope ; and no doubt he’ll readily grant
it, if proper reasons be urged, parallel cases pro-
duced, and opinions quoted which countenance
such actions when the common good of mankind
and the greater advancement of God’s glory
(which are the only end and design of the
soclety) are pretended to be the sole motives to
them,

III. The same must be observed when the
prince happens to engage in any enterprise which
is not equally approved by all his nobility, for in
such cases he must be egged on and excited,
whilst they, on the other hand, must be dissuaded
from opposing him, and advised to acquiesce in
all his proposals. But this must be done only in
generals, always avoiding particulars, lest, upon
the ill-success of the affair, the miscarriage be
thrown upon the society. And should ever the
action be called in question care must be taken to
have instructions always ready, plainly forbid-
ding it, and these also must be backed with the
authority of some senior members, who, being
wholly ignorant of the matter, must attest upon
oath that such groundless insinuations are a mali-
cious and base imputation on the society.
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IV. 'Twill also very much further us in gain-
ing the favor of princes if our members artfully
worm themselves, by the interest of others, into
honorable embassies to forelgn courts in their be-
half, but especially to the pope and great mon-
archs, for by such opportunities they will be ina
capacity both to recommend themselves and their
soclety, To this end therefore let none but
thorough zealots for our interest and persens well
versed in the schemes and institution of the soci-
ety be ever pitched upon for such purposes.

V. Above all, due care must be taken to curry
favor with the minions and domestics of princes
and noblemen, whom by small presents and many
offices of plety we may so far bias as by means of
them to get faithful intelligence of the bent of
their. masters’ humors and inclinations; thus will
the society be the better qualified to chime in
with all their tempers.

VI. How much the society has benefited from
their engagements in marriage treaties the houses
of Austria and Bourbon, Poland and other king-
doms are experimental evidences. Wherefore
let such matches with prudence be picked out
whose parents are our friends and firmly attached
to our interests.

VII. Princesses and ladies of quality are easily
to be gained by the influence of the women of
the bedchamber, for which reason we must by all
means pay a particular address to these, for
hereby there will be no secrets in the family but
what we shall have fully disclosed to us.

VIIL In directing the consciences of great men
it must be observed that our confessors are to fol-
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low the opinions of those who allow the greater
latitude in opposition to that of other religious
orders, that, their penitents being allured with the
prospect of such freedom, may readily relinquish
them and wholly depend upon our direction and
counsel.

IX. Princes, prelates, and all others who are
 capable of being signally serviceable to the order
must be favored so far as to be made partakers of
all the merits of the soclety, after a proper infor-
mation of the high importance of so great a privi-
lege.

X. Let these notions be cautiously and with
cunning instilled into the people: that this society
is entrusted with a far greater power of absolving,
even in the nicest cases; of dispensing with fasts;
with paying and demanding of debts; with im.
pediments of matrimony, and other common mat-
ters than any other religious order. Which insinu-
ations will be of such consequence that many of
necessity must have recourse to us, and thereby
lay themselves under the strictest obligations.

XI. It will be very proper to give invitations
to attend our sermonsand fellowships, to hear our
orations and declamations, as also to complement
them with verses and theses, to address them ina
genteel and complaisant manner, and at proper
opportunities to give them handsome entertain-
ments. .

XII. Let proper methods be used to get knowl-
edge of the animosities that arise among great
men, that we may have a finger in reconciling
their differences; for by this means we shall grad-
ually become acguainted with their friends and
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secret affairs, and of necessity engage one of the
parties in our interests.

XIII. But should discovery happen to be made
that any person serves either king or prince who
is not well affected towards our society, no stone
must be left unturned by our members, or (which
is more proper) some other, to induce him by
promiges, favors, and preferments (which must
be procured for him under his king or prince) to
entertain a friendship for and familiarity with us.

XIV. Let all be very cautious of recommending
or preferring such as have been dismissed from
the society, but especially those who of thelr own
accord have departed from it; for let them dis-
guise it ever so cunningly, nevertheless they
always retain an implacable hatred against our
order.

XV. Finally, let all with such artfulness gain
the ascendancy over princes, noblemen, and the
magistrates of every place that they may beready
at our beck even to sacrifice their nearest rela-
tions and most intimate friends when we say it is
for our interest and advantage.

CHAPTER III1,

HOW THE SOCIETY MUST BEHAVE THERMSELVES
TOWARD THOSE WHO ARE AT THE HELM OF
AFFAIRS, AND OTHERS WHO, ALTHOUGH THRY
BE NOT RICH, ARE NOTWITHSTANDING IN A
CAPACITY TO BE OTHERWISE SERVICEABLE.

1. All that has been before mentioned may in
great measure be applied to these; and we must
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also be industrious to procure their favor against
every one that opposes us.

I1. Their authority and wisdom must be courted
for obtaining several offices to be discharged by
us; we must also make a handle of their advice
with respect to the contempt of riches; though at
the same time, if their secrecy and faith may be
depended on, we may privately make use of their
names in amassing temporal goods for the benefit
of the soclety. '

I1I. They must be also employed in calming
the minds of the meaner sort of people and in
wheedling the aversions of the populace into an
affection for our society,

IV. As to bishops, prelates, and other superior
ecclesiastics, they must be importuned for such
things only as shall appear necessary, and even
for these with a proper regard for the diversity of
our occasions and the tendency of their inclina-
tions to serve us.

V. In some places it will be sufficlent if we can
prevail with the prelates and curates to cause
those under them only to bear a reverence to our
order, and that they themselves will be no hin-
drance to us in the discharge of our ministry. In
others, where the clergy are more predominaht, as
in Germany, Poland, etc., they must be addressed
with the profoundest respect, that by their and
the princes’ authority monasteries, parishes, prior-
ies, patronages, foundations of masses, and relig-
ious places may be drawn into our clutches; and
this is no hard matter to be obtained in those
places where Catholics are intermixed with
heretics and schismatics. And for the better
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effecting of this it will be of great importance to
remonstrate to these prelates the prodigious ad-
vantage and merit there will be in changes of
this sort, which can hardly be expected from
priests, seculars, and monks. But should they be
prevailed upon, their zeal must then be rewarded
with public commendations and the memory of
the action transmitted in writing to latest pos-
terity. '

VI. In prosecution of the same end, we must
engage such prelates to make use of us both for
confessors and counsellors; and if they at any
time aim at higher preferment from the see of
Rome their pretensions must be backed with such
strong interest of our friends in every place as
we shall be almost sure not to meet with a disap-
pointment.

VII. Due care must also be taken by such
" of our members who have intercourse with bishops
and princes that the society, when these found
either colleges or parochial churches, may always
have the power of presenting vicars for the cure
of souls, and that the superintendent of the place
for the time being be appointed curate, to
the end that we may grasp the whole government
of the church, and its parishioners by that means
become such vassals to us that we can ask nothing
of them that they will dare to deny us.

VIII. Wherever the governors of academies
hamper our designs or the Catholics or heretics
oppose us in our foundations we must endeavor
by the prelates to secure the principal pulpits, for
by this means the society at least may some time
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or other have an opportunity of remonstrating
their wants and laying open their necessities.

IX. The prelates of the church above all others
must be mightily caressed when the affair of can-
onization of any of our members is upon the foot,
and at such a time letters by all means must be
procured from princes and noblemen, by whose
interest the matter may be promoted at the court
of Rome,

X. If ever it happen that prelates or noblemen
are employed in embassies, all caution must be
taken to prevent them from using any religious
order that opposes ours, lest their disaffection to
us should be infused into their masters, and they
propagate it among the provinces and cities where
we reside. And If ever ambassadors of this kind
pass through provinces or cities where we have
colleges, let them be received with all due marks
of honor and esteem, and as handsomely enter-
tained as religious decency can possibly admit of.

CHAPTER 1IV.

THE CHIEF THINGS TO BE RECOMMENDED TO
PREACHERS, AND CONFESSORS OF NOBLEMEN.

I. Let the members of our society direct princes
and great men in such a manner that they may
seem to have nothing else in view but the pro-
motion of God’s glory; and advise them to no
other austerity of conscience but what they them-
selves are willing to comply with; for their aim
must not, immediately, but by degrees and in-
sensibly, be directed towards political and secular
dominion,



OF THE JESUITS. 23

samasad seoalfaca afine Jcantelanta Jemda ol

I.l. YV € miusc I.LIUICLUIC vilcu Lu\.uu.a.l.c 11110 them
that honors and preferments in the state should
always be conferred according to the rules of jus-
tice; that God is very much offended at princes
when they any ways derogate from this principle,
and are hurried away by the impulse of their
passions, In the next place, our members must
with gravity protest and in a solemn manner
affirm that the administration of public affairs is
what they with reluctance interfere in; and that
the duty of their office obliges them often to speak
such truths as they would otherwise omit. When
tfis point is once gained care must be taken to
lay before them the several virtues persons should
be furnished with, who are to be admitted into
public employs, not forgetting slyly to recommend
to them such as are sincere friends to our order;
but this must be done in such a manner as not
immediately to come from us (unless the princes
enjoin it), for it may be effected with a far better
grace by such as are their favorites and familiars.

III. Wherefore, let the confessors and preachers
belonging to our order be informed by our friends
of persons proper for every office, and above all of
such as are our benefactors, whose names let
them always carefully keep by them, that when
proper opportunities occur they may be palmed
upon the prince by the dexterity of our members
or their agents,

IV. Let the confessors and preachers always
remember, with complaisance and a winning ad-
dress, to sooth princes, and never give them the
least offense in their sermons or private conversa-
tions; to dispossess their minds of all imaginary
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doubts and fears, and exhort them principally to
faith, hope, and political justice.

V. Let them seldom or never accept of small
presents for their own private use, but rather
recommend the common necessities of the prov-
ince or college. At home, let chambers plainly
furnished content them; and let them not appear
in showy dresses, but be ready at every turn to
administer their ghostly advice to the meanest
person about the palace; lest they give others oc-
casion to believe they are willing to be helpful to
none but the great.

V1. Immediately upon the death of any person
in post, let them take timely care to get some
friend of our soclety preferred in his room; but
this must be cloaked with such cunning and man-
agement as to avold giving the least suspicion of
our intending to usurp the prince’s authority; for
this reason (as has been already said) we our-
selves must not appear in it, but make a handle
of the artifice of some faithful friends for effecting
our designs, whose power may screen them from
the envy which might otherwise fall heavier upon
the society. )

CHAPTER V.

WHAT KIND OF CONDUCT MUST BE OBSERVED
TOWARDS SUCH RELIGIOUS PERSONS AS ARE
EMPLOYED IN THE SAME ECCLESIASTICAL
FUNCTIONS WITH US.

I. We must not bediscouraged or beat down by
this sort of men, but take proper opportunities,
demonstrably to convince princes and others in
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authority who are any way attached to our inter-
est, that our order contains the perfection of all
others, excepting only their cant and outward
austerity of life and dress; but if another order
should claim preeminence in any particular, that
’tis ours which shines with the greatest lustre in
the church of God.

II. Let the defects of other religious orders be
diligently canvassed and remarked, and, after
full discovery, gradually publish to our faithful
friends, but always with prudence and a seeming
sorrow; and let it be pretended, that ’tis not in
their power to acquit themselves so happily as we,
even in the discharge of those functions which
are common to us both,

II1. But far greater efforts must bemade against
those who attempt setting up schools for the edu-
cation of youth in places where any of our mem-
bers do the same already with honor and advan-
tage. And in this case prinees and magistrates
must be told that such, unless timely prevented,
will certainly prove nurseries of tumults and sedi-
tions; for children, from different methods of -in-
struction, must necessarily imbibe different prin-
ciples; and lastly, we must persuade them that
no society but ours is qualified for discharging
an office of so great importance.

VI. And should these religious orders procure
license from the pope, or obtain recommendations
from cardinals, our members must oppose these
by the interest of princes and noblemen, who
should inform his holinesss of the merits of our
soclety, and its capacity for the peaceful educs-
tion of youth; and let this be corroborated by
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testimonies from the magistrates of the place con-
cerning the good behavior and faithful instruction
of such as are committed to our care,

V. In the meantime let our members be mind-
ful to give the public some signal instances of
their virtue and learning by directing their pupils
in the presence of the gentry, magistrates, and
populace, in their several studies, or engaging
them in the performance of some other scholastic
exercises proper for gaining public applause,

CHAPTER VI.

OF PROPER METHODS FOR INDUCING RICH WIDOWS
TO BE LIBERAL TO OUR SOCIETY,

I. For the managing this affair let such mem-
bers only be chosen as are advanced in age, of a
lively complexion, and agreeable conversation,
Let these frequently visit such widows, and the
minute they begin to show any affection toward
our order, then is the time to lay before them the
good works and merits of the society. If they
seem kindly to give ear to this, and begin to visit
our churches, we must by all means take care to
provide them with confessors, by whom they
may be well admonished, especially to constant
perseverance in their state of widowhood; and
this by enumerating and praising the advantages
and felicity of a single life; and let them pawn
their faiths, and themselves too, as a security that
a firm continuance in such a pious resolution
will infallibly puchase an eternal merit and prove

»
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a most effectual means of escaping the otherwise
certain pains of purgatory.

II. And let the same confessors persuade them
to engage in beautifying some chapel or oratory
in thelr own houses, as a proper place for their
daily meditations and devotions. By this means
they will be more easily disengaged from the con-
versation and address of importunate suitors,
and although they have a chaplain of their own,
yet never let the confessors desist from celebrat-
ing mass, nor on all occasions giving them proper
exhortations, and to be sure if possible to keep the
chaplains under. ,

III. Matters which relate to the management of
the house must be changed insensibly and with
the greatest prudence, regard being had to person,
place, affection, and devotion,

IV. Care must be taken to remove such servants
particularly as do not keep a good understanding
with the society, but let this be done by little and
little ; and when we have managed to work them
out let such be commended as already are, or will-
ingly would become, our creatures. Thus shall
we dive into every secret and have a finger in
every affair transacted in the family.

V. The confessor must manage his matters so
that the widow must have such faith in him as
not to do the least thing without his advice, and
his only, which he may occasionally insinunate to
be the only basis of her spiritual edification.

VI. She must be advised to the frequent use
and celebration of the sacraments, but especially
that of penance, because in that she freely makes
a discovery of her most secret thoughts and every ,
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temptation. In the next place, let her frequently
communicate and apply for instructions to her
confessor, to the performance of which she must
be invited by promises of some prayers adapted
to her particular occasions, and lastly, let her
every day rehearse thelitany and strictly examine
her conscience,

VIIL. It will be also a great help to the obtain-
ing a perfect knowledge of all her inclinations, to
prevail with her to repeat a general confession,
although she has formerly made it to another.

VIII, Discourses must be made to her concern-
ing the advantages of the state of widowhood, the
inconveniences of wedlock, especially when it is
repeated, and the dangers to which mankind ex-
pose themselves by it, but above all such as more
particularly affect her.

IX. It will be proper every now and then
cunningly to propose to her some match, but such
a one, be sure, as you know she has an aversion
to; and if it be thought that she has a kindness
for anyone, let his vices and failings be represented
to her in a proper light, that she may abhor the
thoughts of altering her condition with any per-
son whatsoever,

X. When, therefore, it is manifest that she is-
well disposed to continue a widow, it will then be .
time to recommend her a spiritual life, but not a
recluse one, the inconveniences of which must be
magnified to her, but such a one as Paula’s or
. Eustochius’s, etc., and let the confessor, having
as soon as possible prevailed with her to make a
vow of chastity, for two or three years at least,
take due care to oppose all tendencies to a second



OF THE JESUITS. 29

marriage; and then all conversation' with men and
diversions even with her near relationsand kinsfolk
must be forbid her,under a pretense of enteringinto
a stricter union with God. As for the ecclesiastics
who either visit the widow or receive visits from
her, if they all can’t be worked out, yet let none
be admitted but what are either recommended by
some of our soclety or are dependents upon them.

XI1. When we have thus far gained our point the
widow must be by little and little excited to the
performance of good works, especially those of
charity, which, however, she must by no means
be suffered to do without the direction of her
spiritual father, since it is of the last importanceto
her soul that her talents be laid out with a pros-
pect of obtaining spiritual interest, and since
charity ill-applied often proves the cause and in-
citement to sins, which effaces the merit and re-
ward that might otherwise attend it.

CHAPTER VII.

HOW SUCH WIDOWS ARE TO BE SECURED, AND
IN WHAT MANNER THEIR EFFECTS ARE TO
BE DISPOSED OF. '

I. They are perpetually to be pressed to a per-
severance in their devotion and good works, in
such manner that no week pass in which they do
not, of their own accord, lay somewhat apart out
of their abundance, for the honor of Christ, the
blessed Virgin, or their patron saint; and let them
dispose of it in relief of the poor, or in beautify-
ing of churches, till they are entirely stripped of
their superfluous stores and unnecessary riches,
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II. But if, besides their general acts of benefi
cence, they show a particular liberality to us, and
continue in a course of such laudable works, let
them be made partakers of all the merits of the
soclety and favored with a special indulgence from
the provincial, or even from the general, if their
quality be such as may in some measure demand
it.

IIT. If they have made a vow of chastity, let
them, according to our custom, renew it twice a
year; and let the day whereon this is done, be set
apart for innocent recreations with the members of
society.

IV. Let them be frequently visited, and enter-
tained in an agreeable manner, with spiritual
stories; and also diverted with pleasant discourses,
according to their particular humors and inclina-
tions,

V. They must not be treated with too much
severity in confession, lest we make them morose
and ill-tempered, unless their favor be so far en-
gaged by others, that there is danger of not
regaining it; and in this case, great discretion
is to be used in forming a judgment of the natural
inconstancy of women.

VI. Good management must be used to pre-
vent their visiting the churches of others, or fee-
ing their seats, but especially those of religious
orders; for which purpose let them hear it often
repeated, that all the indulgences of other orders
are with greater extent contained in ours.

VII. If they propose to put on a weed, give
them the Iiberty of such a becoming dress as has
in it an air both religious and fashionable: that
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they may not think they are altogether tobe gov-
erned by their spiritual guide. Lastly, if there
be no suspicion of their inconstancy, but they are,
on the contrary, faithful and liberal to, our society,
allow them in moderation, and without offense,
whatever pleasures they have an inclination to.

VIII. Let womenthat are young, and descended
from rich and noble parents, be placed with those
widows, that they may, by degrees, become sub-
ject to our directions, and accustomed to our
method of living. As a governess to these, let
some woman be chosen and appointed by the
family confessor; let these submit to all the cen-
sures, and other customs of the society; but such
as will not conform themselves, immediately dis-
miss to their parents, or those who put them to
us, and let them be represented as untractably
stubborn, and of a perverse disposition.

IX. Nor is less care to be taken of their health

.and recreations than of their salvation; where-
fore if ever they complain of any indisposition,
immediately all fasting, canvas, discipline, and
other corporal penance must be forbidden; nor
let them be permitted to stir abroad even to
church, but be tended at home with privacy
and care. If they secretly steal into the garden,
or college, seem as If you knew it not, and allow
them the liberty of conversation and private di-
versions with those whose company is most agree-
able to them.

X. That the widow may dispose of what she
has in favor of the soclety, set as a pattern to her,
the perfect state of holy men, who having re-
nounced the world, and forsaken their parents,
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and all that they had, with great resignation and
cheerfulness of mind devoted themselves to the
service of God. For the better effecting of this,
let what is contained in the constitution and
statutes of the society relating to this kind of
renunciation, and forsaking of all things, be ex-
plained to them, and let several instances of
widows be brought, who thus in a short time be-
came saints, in hopes of being canonized, if they
continued such to the end. And let them be ap-
prized that our soclety will not fail to use their
interest at the court of Rome for the obtaining
such a favor.

XI. Let thisbe deeply imprinted on their minds,
that, if they desire to enjoy perfect peace of con-
sclence they must, as well in matters temporal as
spiritual, without the least murmuring, or inward
reluctance, entirely follow the direction of their
confessor, as one particularly allotted them by
divine providence.

XII. They must be also instructed upon every
occasion that their bestowing of alms to ec-
clesiastics, and even to thereligious of an approved

‘and exemplary life, without the knowledge and
approbation of their confessor, is not equally mer-
itorious in the sight of God.

XIII. Let the confessors take diligent care to
prevent such widows as are their penitents from
visiting ecclesiastics of other orders, or entering
into familiarity with them, under any pretense
whatsoever; for which end let them, at proper
opportunities, cry up the society as infinitely su-
perior to all other orders; of the greatest service
in the church of God, and of greater authority
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with the pope, and all princes; and that ’tis the
wost perfect in itself, in that it discards all per-
sons offensive or unqualified from its community,
and therefore is purified from that scum and dregs
with which the monks are infected, who, gener-
ally speaking, are a set of men unlearned, stupid,
and slothful, negligent of their duty, and slaves
to their bellies.

XIV. Let the confessors propose to them, and
endeavor to persuade them to pay small pensions
and contributions towards the yearly support of
colleges and professed houses, but especially of
"the professed house at Rome; nor let them forget
the ornaments of churches, wax-tapers, wine, etc,,
things necessary in the celebration of the sacrifice
of the mass.

XV. If any widow does not in her life-time
make over her whole estate to the society; when-
ever opportunity offers, but especially when she
is seized with sickness, or in danger of life, let
some take care to represent to her the poverty of
the greatest number of our colleges, whereof
many just erected have hardly as yet any founda-
tion; engage her, by a winning behavior and in-
ducing arguments, to such a liberality,as (you
must persuade her) will lay a certain foundation
for her eternal happiness.

XVI. The same art must be used with princes
and other benefactors; for they must be wrought
up to 4 belief that these are the only acts which
will perpetuate their memories in this world, and
secure them eternal glory in the next. But should
any persons out of ill-will pretend to trump up
the example of our Savior, who had not whereon
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to lay his head, and from thence urge that the
soclety of Jesus ought to distingnish themselves
by their poverty; in answer to such insinuations
as these we must seriously inculcate on the minds
of all that the state of the church, being altered
from what it was, and now changed into a mon-
archy, it cannot maintain its ground against
mighty enemies, unless supported by great au-
- thority and power, and that ’tis that little stone
which was foretold by the prophet should be
hewn out of the rock, and afterwards rise into a
vast mountain.

XVII. Those who are inclined to acts of charity,
and the adorning of temples, should be frequently
told that the height of perfection consists in
 withdrawing their affections from earthly things,

thereby making Christ and his followers pos-
sessors of them.

XVIIL Rut since our expectations must neces-
sarily be less from widows that educate their
children for the business of the world; we shall
now proceed to lay down methods proper for pre-
venting this inconvenience. .

CHAPTER VIII.

HOW WIDOWS’ CHILDREN ARE TO EE TREATED,
THAT THEY MAY EMBRACE RELIGION, OR A
DEVOTED LIFE.

1. Asit will behoove the widows to act with reso-
lution, so must we proceed with the gentleness
upon this occasion. Let the mothers be instructed
to use their children harshly, even from their
cradles, by plying them with reproofs and fre-
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quent chastisements, etc. And when their daugh-
ters are near grown up to discretion let them then
especially be denied the common dress and orna-
ments of their sex; at all times offering up prayers
to God that he would inspire them with a desire
of entering into a religious order, and promising
them very plentiful portions, on condition they
would become nuns; let them lay before them the
many inconveniences attending everyone in a
married state, and those in particular which they
themselves have found by woful experience; often
lamenting the great misfortune of their younger
" years in not having preferred a single life, And
lastly, let them persist to use them in this manner,
that their daughters may think of a religious
state, being tired by leading such a life with their
mothers,

I1. Let our members converse familiarly with
their sons, and if they seem fit for our turn, intro-
duce them occasionally into the college, and let
everything be shown with the best face, to invite
them to enter themselves of the order; as the
gardens, vineyards, country-seats, and vills, where
those of our society pass an agreeable life; let
them be informed of our travels into several parts
of the world, of our familiarity with princes, and
whatever else may be agreeable to youth; let them
see the outward neatness of our refectories and
chambers, the agreeable intercourse we have one
with another, the easiness of our rules, which yet
has the promise of the glory of God; and lastly,
the preeminence of our order above all others,
not forgetting, amidst our discourses of piety, to
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entertain them also with pleasant and diverting
stories,

" III, Let us now and then (as if by divine in-
spiration) exhort them to religion in general; and
then artfully insinuate the perfection and con-
veniencies of our institution above others; and
take care to set in a true light, both in public
exhortations and private discourses, how heinous
a crime it is to resist the immediate call of God;
and lastly, let them be soothed to the performance
of spiritual exercises, to determine them in the
choice of such a state of life,

IV. We must alsotake care to provide for these
youths tutors that are firmly attached to our in-
terests, who must keep a strict eye over them, and
continually exhort them to such a course of life;
but should they seem reluctant abridge them of
some of thelr former liberties, that by such re.
straint they may become conformable. Let their
mothers set forth the difficulties which the family
labor under; and if, after all, they cannot be
brought of their own accord to desire admission
into the soclety, send them to distant colleges be-
longing to the order, under the notion of keeping
them closer to their studies, and from their
mothers let them receive little countenance, but
let our members make use of the most alluring
behavior, that thelr affections may be brought
over to us.

CHAPTER IX.

OF INCREASING THE REVENUES OF OUR COLLEGES.

I. Never admit any person, if it can well be
prevented, to his last degree so long as he shall
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have an expectation of any estate falling to him,
unless he has a brother in the society who is
younger than himself, or some other important
reasons require it; but above all things and in
every action increase of the society must be re-
garded, for ends known to the superiors, who in
this point no doubt agree that for the greater dis-
playing of God’s glory the church should be re-
stored to its ancient splendor, by the perfect har-
mony of all its clergy. Wherefore let it fre-
quently in every place be published that the
soclety consists partly of professors so very poor
that, excepting the daily alms of the faithful, they
are entirely destitute of the common necessaries
of life, and partly of others poor, indeed, but pos-
sessed of some little matters by help whereof they
subsist, being neither for their studies nor the
duties they perform an incumbrance to the people,
as other mendicants are. Therefore let confessors
of princes and noblemen,widows, and others (from
whom our expectations may reasonably be large)
with great seriousness inculcate this notion, that
while we administer to them in spiritual things
they at least should in return contribute to us of
thelr earthly and temporal, and let no opportu-
nity be slipped of receiving from them whatever
is offered; and if anything be promised and the
performance delayed take care to remind them
thereof with prudence and in such a manner asto
best conceal our love of riches. But should any
confessors, either of noblemen or others, seem the
least negligent to put in practice these rules, let
him at a proper opportunity be removed, and put
another more fit in his room; and should it be
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necessary for the greater satisfaction of the peni-
tents, let him be sent to one of the most distant
colleges, saying that a person of his ability would
be there of much greater service to the society.
For we have lately been informed that several
young widows, being snatched away by sudden
death, did not bequeath to us their valuable
effects, through the negligence of some members
who did not take care to accept of them in due
time, for in getting these things regard is not to
be had to the time,but the good inclination of the
penitent.

II. Let various wiles be used to draw prelates,
canons, pastors, and other rich ecclesiastics to the
exercise of spiritual acts, that through their affec-
tion for holy things we may gradually gain them
to the society, and by that means promise our-
selves to be in some measure partakers of their
liberality.

III. Confessors must remember tosift out of their
penitents at proper opportunities what family, re-
lations, parents, friends, and effects they have;
then learn their reversion, state, intention, and
resolution, which they must endeavor to mold in
favor of the soclety, if it be not so already. If at
first trial we have prospect of advantage (it being
improper to pry into all things at once) let the
same confessor, under pretense of better clearing
their consclence or doing some soul-saving pen-
ance, strictly enjoin them to make weekly confes-
slons, and gravely and with a seeming honest
intention invite them to it, that he may have the
better opportunity to propose the question at sev>
eral times which he could not so conveniently
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offer at once. The matter succeeding according
to his wish, if it be a female penitent let all ways
be tried to induce her to persist in frequent con-
fessions and constant attendance on the services
of the church; if a male,to frequent the company
of the members of our society, and to endeavor to
enter Into a familiarity with them.

IV. What has been said in relation to widows
must be made use of towards merchants, rich
citizens, and married people who are childless,
whose entire estates the society may often acquire
provided these rules be prudently put in practice;
but chiefly they must be observed with respect to
rich female devotees, who often converse with our
members, tpon whose account the common people
can but grumble at most, unless they happen to
be descended from very noble families.

V. Let the rectors of colleges endeavor to pro-
cure thorough information of the houses, gardens,
farms, vineyards, villages, and other effects, be-
longing to the prime nobility, merchants, and
citizens, and, if possible, of the taxes and rents
with which they are encumbered, but this may be
done with caution, and most effectually at confes-
sions, in familiar conversation, and private dis-
courses. Whenever a confessor has got a rich
penitent let him immediately inform the rector,
and try all ways of making himself agreeable.

VI. But the whole success of our affairs turns
chiefly on this point, viz,, that all our members,
by studying a compliance with everyone’s humor,
work themselves into the good graces of their
" penitents and others they converse with ; to which
end, where places are inhabited by the rich and



40 THE SECRET INSTRUCTIONS

noble, there let the provincials take care to send a
considerable number, and that they may perform
this with more prudence and success, let the rectors
not omit giving them instructions, as occasion re-
quires, what a plentiful harvest is like to crown
their endeavors.

VII. Let inquiry be made whether by taking
their children into the order, their contracts and
possessions may fall to the society, and if so,
whether, should they enter into an agreement
with us, any part of their effects could be made
over to the college in such a manner that it may
after a limited time revert unto us; and for the
better success in this affair, let the necessities of
the soclety and the load of debts they labor under
be particularly represented to the nobility and
those that are rich. )

VIII. If it happen that the widows and rich
married people whoare our friends have daughters
only, let these be persuaded by our members to
make choice of a religious life, that, a small for-
tune being left to them, the society may by de-
grees get the rest into their possession; and if
they have sons who are fit for our turn let them
be allured to us, and the others be enticed, by the
promise of small rewards, to enter themselves of
different orders. But should there be an only son
let no means be omitted for the bringing him
over to the society and freeing him from all fear
of his parents. Let him be persuaded it is a call
from above and shown how acceptable a sacrifice
it would be to God, should he desert his parents
without their knowledge or consent; if this be
effected let him enter his novitiate in a remote
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coilege, having first given information to the gen-
eral. But if they happen to have both sons and
daughters, let the daughters be first disposed of
in a nunnery; and afterwards let the sons be
drawn into the society when they are got into pos-
session of their sisters’ effects.

IX. Let superiors earnestly, but with mildness,
advise the confessors of such widows and married
peopleto apply themselves industriously tothe ser-
vice of the soclety, according to the instructions
beforelald down; but if they will not act conform-
able thereto, let others be substituted in their
places and they removed a good way off, to pre-
vent them from keeping up the least correspond-
ence with any of the family,

X. Let the widows or other devotees who seem
with fervency to aspire at spiritual perfection be
brought to give up all they have to the society,
and be contented to live upon such allowance as
we from time to time shall think they have occa-
sion for, that, by easing their minds of the cares
and anxieties of worldly affairs, they may be more
at liberty for the service of God.

XI. The better to convince the world of the
soclety’s poverty, let the superiors borrow money
on bond of some rich persons who areour friends,
and whenitisduedeferthepaymentthereof. After-
wards let the person who lent the money (espe-
cially in time of dangerous sickness) be constantly
visited and by all methods wrought upon to de-
liver up the bond. By this means we shall not be
mentioned in the deceased’s will andyet gain hand-
somely without incurring the ill-will of their
heirs.
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XII. It will also be proper to borrow money of
some at a yearly interest and dispose of it to
others at a higher rate, that the income on one
hand may more than, answer the outgo on the
other. For in the meantime it may happen that
our friends to whom we are indebted, compassion-
ating the necessities of the society, when they find
us engaged in erecting of colleges or building of
churches, may by willor donation in their lifetimes
forgive us the interest, and may be the prin-
cipal.

XIII. The society may also advantageonsly
traffic under the borrowed names of some rich
merchants, our friends, but never without a pros-
pect of certain and abundant gain; and this may
be done even to the Indies, which hitherto, by the
bountiful favor of God, have furnished us not
only with souls, but also plenteously supplied our
coffers with wealth.

XIV. In whatever places our members reside
let them never omit to provide a physician who is
firm to the interests of the society., Him let them
recommend to the sick, and prefer before all
others, that he, in return, by extolling our soclety
above all other religious orders, may occasion us
to be called to all persons of distinction when
afflicted with sickness, but chiefly to such as are
past hope of recovery.

XV. Let the confessors be constant in visiting
the sick, but especially such as are thought to be
in danger; and that the ecclesiastics and members
of other orders may be discarded with a good
pretense, let the superiors take care that when
the confessor is obliged to withdraw others may
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immediately succeed, and keep up the sick person
in his good resolutions, At this time it may be
advisable to move him by apprehensions of hell,
etc., or at least of purgatory, and tell him that as
fire Is quenched by water so sin is extinguished by
acts of charity, and that alms can never be better
bestowed than for the nourishment and support of
such who by their calling profess a desire to pro-
mote the salvation of their neighbor. Thus will
the sick become partakers of “our merit, and by it
atone for the sins they have committed, for char-
ity covers a multitude of sins. This virtue may
be also represented’to them as that wedding gar-
ment without which no one is admitted to the
heavenly feast. Next let some passages be
quoted out of the sacred writ and holy fathers
which (regard being had to the sick person’s
capacity) shall be judged most proper for per
suading him to a compliance,

XVI. Lastly, let the women who complain of
the vices or ill-humor of their husbands be in-
structed secretly to withdraw a sum of money,
that by making an offering thereof to God they
may expiate the crimes of their sinful helpmates
and secure a pardon for them.,

CHAPTER X.

OF THE PRIVATE RIGOR OF DISCIPLINE IN THE
SOCIETY.

I. Whoever hath alienated our female devotees
or other friends from our churches or frequent
converse with our members; whoever hath with-
drawn alms to other churches or orders them-

A
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selves, or perstiaded the rich and well-inclined to
us to do it ; whoever at the time of disposal of
their effects hath shown a greater affection to
their near relations than to the soclety (a plain
demonstration of an unmortified mind, and di-
rectly contrary to the thorough mortification en-
jolned professors); whoever hath converted the
alms of penitents or of other our friends to the
use of their own necessitous kinsfolks; let them all
be discarded as enemies to the society,of whatage
or condition soever they be; yet for this let some
other pretense be alleged. Rut to prevent their
making complaint of this usage let them not be
expelled immediately, but first be restrained from
hearing confessions, be plagued and perplexed
with exercise of the most servile offices, be obliged
to perform such duties to which it is evident they
have an utter aversion. Let them be removed
from higher studies and honorable employs, and
harassed with chapters and public censures; let
them be debarred of recreations and conversations
with strangers, and be denied, in dressand every-
thing else, whatever is not absolutely necessary,
till by such rigorous methods of chastisement they
become impatient and murmur against us. Let
them then be dismissed as persons not duly morti-
fied, whose bad example may be pernicious to
others, and if the reason of their expulsion be re-
quired by their parents or the prelates of the
church let them be represented as not having the
true spirit of the society.

IL. Let such also be dismissed who make a

scruple of acquiring riches for the society,and set

forth as persons too much in love with their own
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opinions, and if they desire to give an account of
their actions before the provincials let them not
be heard, but compelled to conform themselves to
the statute, which commands implicit obedience
from all,

III. Let us observe from the first entrance, and.
even from their tender years, who they are that
make the greatest advances in their affection for
us, and let such as are found to retain a love
either for other orders, the poor, or their parents,
be by little and little disposed for dismission, ac-
cording to the method already mentioned, since
they are not likely to prove of any service to the
society.

CHAPTER XI.

HOW OUR MEMBERS ARE UNANIMOUSLY TO BEHA\.IE
TOWARDS THOSE WHO ARE EXPELLED THE
SOCIETY.

1. Since those that are dismissed do frequently
very much prejudice the society by divulging
such secrets as they have been privy to, their
attempts must therefore be obviated in the follow-
ing manner. Letthem be prevailed upon before
they are dismissed to give it under their hands
and swear that they never will, directly or indi-
rectly, either write or speak anything to the dis-
advantage of the order, and let the superiors keep
upon record the evil inclinations, failings, and
vices which they, according to the custom of the
society, for discharge of their consciences for-
merly confessed. This, if ever they give us‘occa-
slon, may be produced by the society tothe ngbil-



46 THE SECRET INSTRUCTIONS

ity and prelates, as & very good handle to prevent
their promotion.

II. Let it be immediately published through ail
our colleges that such and such are dismissed,
and letthe general causes of their expulsion (such
as an unmortified mind, disobedience, disaffection
for spiritual exercises, an obstinate adherence to
their own opinions, etc.) be highly aggravated.
In the next place let all be advised to keep no
correspondence with them wupon any account
whatsoever. And if strangers should happen to
make any mention of them, let all our members
unanimously affirm in every public place that the
society expels none without weighty causes,
spewing out as the sea all its dead carcases, etc.,,
and let such causes also be artfully insinuated
which have occasioned us any ill-will, that their
ejectment may appear to the world with a more
commendable grace,

III. In private exhortations at people’s houses
let these be represented as persons very turbu-
lent, and continually importuning a readmission
inte the society. And let their sad fate be indus-
triously aggravated who after exclusion have hap-
pened to come to an untimely or miserable end.

IV. Whatever accusations these bring against
us, let them be oppugned by the authority of
some grave members, who must everywhere de-
clare that the society dismisses none but upon
very good reasons, nor ever lops off members that
are sound. This must be confirmed by the zeal
and concern we show for the souls of all strangers
in general; how much greater must it therefore®
be for those who are members of our order.
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V. In the next place let the society by all man-
ner of obligations endeavor to prevail upon the
noblemen and prelates with whom the dismissed
may have any credit or authority to deny them
their countenance ; and let it be shown that the
common good of an order, which is as famous as
it is useful to the church, should always be pre-
ferred to the private advantage of any particular
person whatsoever. And should they still retain
an affection for them, it will then be of impor-
tance to lay open the causes of their expulsion,
and even to aggravate them with those we have
no positive proof of, so they can but be deduced
by probable consequence.

VI. Let all possible care be taken to hinder the
promotion of such to offices and preferments in
the church who of their own accord have relin-
quished the society, unless they submit them-
selves and all they have in the world to our dis-
posal in such a manner that it may plainly appear
to every one they are willing to have their whole
dependence on us.

VII. Let them as far as is possible be timely re-
moved from the exercise of honorable functions
in the church, such as preaching, confessing,and
publishing of books, etc., lest by these means they
attract the affection and applause of the people.
The strictest inquiries must therefore be made
into their lives, manners, and conversation, what
they apply themselves to, and their very inten-
tions. To which end matters must be so managed
that we may keep up a good correspondence with
some of the family in which they live, and the
mipute the least trip be discovered, or anything
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deserving censure, let it be industriously spread
abroad in the world by some of the lower rank of
people who are our friends, that so the noblemen
or prelates may be restrained from showing them
any further countenance, for fear of the scandal
it may bring upon themselves. Should they be-
have so as to leave us no room to find fault, let -
their virtues and laudable actions be depreclated
by subtle insinuations and doubtful expressions,
till the esteem and credit they had formerly ac-
quired be lessened in the opinion of the world; for
it is altogether for the interest of the society that
the dismissed, especially such as of their own ac-
cord desert it, should be kept under, .

VIII. Let the misfortunes and unlucky acci-
dents which happen to them be immediately pub-
lished, but with entreaties for the prayers of good
Christians, that the world may not think we are
hurried away by passion. But among our mem-
bers let these things by all means be represented
in the blackest colors, that the rest may be better
secured.

CHAPTER XII.

WHO SHOULD BE KEPT AND FAVORED IN THE
SOCIETY,

I. Let diligent laborers, whose industry is
equally bent on promoting the temporal as the
spiritual interest of the society, be always held in
the greatest esteem, of which sort are (generally
speaking) confessors of princes and noblemen, of
widows and rich female devotees, preachers, pro-
fessors, and whoever are privy to these secret -
instructions,
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I1. The impaired in strength and decrepit with
age must be next considered, according as they
have employed their several talents for the tem-
poral advantage of the society; that a grateful
regard may be shown to their past labors, and
because they may also (remaining always at home)
be made use of to pry into the actions of the other
domestics, and communicate to the superiors a
faithful account of whatever miscarriages they
shall be guilty of.

ITI. These should scarce ever be dismissed, lest
we bring an i1l reputation upon the society.

IV. Besides these let all be caressed who are
distinguished either for their parts, nobility, or
riches, especially if they have friends or relations
who are firm to our interests, possessed of power,
and have given convincing proofs of a sincere
affection toward us, according to the method
before laid down. Let these be sent to Rome or
some other famous universities to prosecute their
studies; but if their inclinations lead them to do
this in the province, let them be encouraged by
the particular affection and favor of the profes-
sors till they have surrendered to us their effects;
let nothing be denied them. But when once we
have got them to do this, oblige them then to mor-
tification like the rest, but not without having a
little regard to their past beneficence.

V. Let the superiors also show a particular re-
spect to such as have allured any clever youths
into the soclety, since this is no trifling testi-
mony of their affection for us. But till these are
professed care must be taken not to give those too
great indulgence, for fear they should carry away

S
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again those very persons they have brought
to us,

CHAPTER XIII.

HOW TO PICK OUT YOUNG MEN TO BE ADMITTED
INTO THE SOCIETY, AND IN WHAT MANNER
TO RETAIN THEM.

I. Let us endeavor, with the utmost prudence,
to pick out young men, of a good genius, an
agreeable personage, and noble family, or at least
such as excel in some one of these,

I1. That they may, with greater ease, be drawn
to us, let the masters, who have the care of their
instruction, both during and also after school.
time, by a particular mildness, prepossess them in
our favor, and insinuate how acceptable an offer-
ing it is to the Almighty when anyone dedicates
himself, and all that he has, to him; especially in
the society of his son.

III. At proper opportunities, let them be en-
tertained in our colleges and gardens, and some-
times at our country-seats; let them accompany
our members at times of recreation, and by little
and little be drawn into a familiarity; but, how-
ever, with such proper cautions as may prevent
its breeding in them contempt.

IV. Let not their masters be allowed to chas-
tise, nor keep them in subjection as the other
scholars.

V. Let them be allured, by little presents, and
indulgement of liberties agreeable to their age;
and, above all, let their affections be warmed wit.h'
spiritual discourses. :
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VI. Let it be inculcated that their being chosen
out of such a number, rather than any of their
fellow-collegiates, 1s a most pregnant instance of
divine appointment.

VIL On other occasions, but especially in ex-
hortations, let them be terrified with denunciation
of eternal punishment unless they accept of the

heavenly invitation.

VIII, Themoreearnestly they desire admission
into our soclety, the longer let the grant of such
favor be deferred, provided, at the same time, they
seem steadfast in their resolution; but if their
minds appear to be wavering let all proper meth-
ods be used for the immediate fixing of them.

IX. Let them be strictly cautioned not to make
the least discovery of their call to any intimate
friends, nor even so much as to their parents, be-
fore they are become one of us; that if after.
wards any temptation to fall off arises both they
and the society will be wholly at their liberties;
and should we get the better of such inclinations,
‘twill always be a handle, from their past irreso-
lution, to stir them up to a firmer perseverance
for the future, if this happens while they are nov-
ices, or after they have made but simple vows.

X. But since the greatest difficulty occurs in
drawing-in the sons of nobiemen, persons of dis-
tinction, and senators, whilst they are under the
wing of their parents, who endeavor to train
them up to succeed in their employments; let our
friends, rather than members, persuade them to
send their children into other provinces, and re-
mote universities, whereinsomeof ourorderare tu-
IOIS, PIIVII¢ III.S[IHLU.UHH Lunu:n.ung Inl:ll' quanly
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and condition being first transmitted, that they
may be the better enabled, by touching upon right
strings, to secure their affection to the society.
XI. When they are more advanced in age let
them be enticed to the performance of some spir-
itual exercises, this method having been attended

with very good success among the Germans and
Polanders.
- XII. According to the quality and condition of
everyone, let us lay before them how often riches
are a curse to the possessors, and privately ex-
hort them not to contemn the call of God, the
doing which exposes the offender to no less a
penalty than that of hell-fire,

XIII. That parents may more readily conde-
scend to their sons’ desires of becoming members
of our society, it will be highly expedient to extol
the excellence of its institution in comparison of
that of all other orders; the sanctity and learning
of our brethren, the unspotted character they
maintain among all, and the universal honor and
applause they meet with everywhere from persons
of all qualities and degrees. Let an enumeration
be made of the princes and noblemen, who, to the
great comfort of their souls, lived in this society
of Jesus, and are dead, and yet live. Let us show
that nothing is more pleasing to God than that
young men should devote themselves entirely to
him, especially as companlons in the society of
his Son; and that it is one of the greatest felici-
ties for a man from his youth to bear the yoke of
the Lord; but if any difficulties be started, by
reason of the tenderness of their age, let the easi-
ness of our Institution be explained, which con-
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tains nothing in it very difficult to be observed,
except the keeping of three vows; and (which is
very remarkable) not any one rule whose non-
observance would be the commission even of a
venial sin,

CHAPTER XIV,

OF RESERVED CASES, AND CAUSES OF DISMISSION
FROM THE SOCIETY.

I, Besides the cases already mentioned in our
statutes, in which the superior only, or the ordi-
nary confessor, by his authority, has power to
absolve; there are others, namely, sodomy, effem-
inacy,fornication, adultery, uncleanness, unseemly
commerce with man or woman; the commission
also of any heinous offense against the society, its
honor or interest, whether through zeal or other-
wise; all which also are just causes of expulsion.

IL. But if anyone at the sacrament confesses
sins of this kind, till promise be made, out of
confession, to discover them to the superior, either
himself, or by his confessor, let not absolution be
given him; and then let the superior take such
resolutions as shall tend most to the common good
of the soclety; but if there be hopes of smothering
the crime let it then be punished with an adequate
penance; but if not, let him, as soon as possible,
be expefled; let the confessor, however, be always
very cautious not to inform the penitent that he
is in danger of it.

III. If it come to the ear of any of our con-
fessors that a strange woman has had to do with
o member of the society, let her not be absolved

-
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before she has discovered his name, out of con-
fesslon; and even when this is done, let her by
no means receive absolution till she has further
obliged herself, by an oath, never to reveal it to
anyone living without our consent.

IV. If two of our members have carnally sinned,
let the first that discovers it be retained, and the
other expelled; but let him that stays with us be
mortified and plagued with such intolerable dis-
cipline that we may drive him to commission of
some fresh offense, which will afford a good
handle for spewing him out; and the first time it
offers, be sure to lay hold on it.

V. As the society is a body, both noble and ex-
cellent in the church, it has authority to lop off
stuch members, who though at their entrance might
seem fit or our purpose should afterwards prove
unqualified for execution of our designs. To
effect this, a method may easily be found, to wit,
by continually using them hardly, and doing
everything contrary to their inclinations, by sub-
jecting them to severe superiors, and by forcing
them from the more honorable studies and func-
tions, till they begin to murmur against such
usage.

VI. Nor let such by any means be retained as
either openly oppose their superiors, or, in public
or private, make complaints against them to their
fellow members, but especially to strangers, or
such as condemn, to their associates, or strangers,
the conduct of the soclety in the amassing or man-
agement of temporal goods, or any other of our
methods of proceeding; as for instance, our sup-
pressing, and keeping underall eitherdisaffected to,

-
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or expelled from, our order, etc,; or that admit in
conversation, or defend the Venetians, French, or
others, who by hindering us from getting a foot-
ing among them have done the society intolera-
ble damages.

VII. Before the time of their dismission let
them be treated with theutmost severity, removed
from their usual duties, and hurried about from
one to another; and though they do whatever you
task them, yet always find fault, and under this
pretense remove them to some other. For the
slightest offense, thoughinadvertently committed,
be sure you subject them to heavy punishment;
in public constantly abash them till they are able
no longer to bear it, and then turn them out as
persons whose example may be pernicious to
others; and for this purpose choose such place
and opportunity as they never in the least thought
of.

VIII. If any of our order has certain expecta-
tions of a bishopric, or other ecclesiastical pre-
ferment, let him, besides the usual vows of the
society, be obliged to make another; namely,
That he will always entertaina favorable opinion,
and on all occasions speak honorably of us; that
he will never confess but to one of our members,
nor determine, in any affair of moment, without
first consulting the judgment of the society; for
non-observance of which by cardinal 7ol our
order obtained from the holy see, that no Marazn
(descended from the perfidious race of Jews or
Mohammedans), who will not oblige himself to
perform such a vow, should ever, for the future,
be admitted among us; but immediately expelled
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as a most virulent enemy, though a person of ever
80 great fame and reputation.

CHAPTER XV.

OF OUR CONDUCT TOWARDS NUNS AND FEMALB
DEVOTEES,

I. Let the confessors and preachers be very
cautious of offending nuns, or of leading them
into any the least temptation contrary to their
calling; but, on the other hand, having by all
means gained the affection of the governesses, let
them manage soasat least to take their extraordi-
nary confessions, and preach to them if they find
them forward in making grateful returns; for per-
sons descended from noble families, especially
rich abbesses, are capable of belng very servicea-
ble to us, either through their own or the interest
of their parents and friends, so that by currying
favor with the principal monasteries the soclety
may by degrees get an acquaintance and work
themselves into the friendship of almost the whole
city.

II. Yet, on the other side, let our female de-
votees be forbid to frequent nunneries, lest they
should be most taken with that kind of life, and
we thereby be baulked in our expectations of
what they have. But let them be induced to the
performance of their vow of chastity and obedi-
ence by the care of their confessor, by his show-
ing them that such method of living {s conforma-
ble to the purity of the primitive church, being as
a candle which diffuses its light through the whole
house, and not hid under a bushel, and conse- -
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quently contributing nothing to the edification of
our neighbor, or the good of souls; and, like the
good widows in the gospel, that they should com-
municate of their substance to Christ by their
bounty to his companions. Lastly, let every ar-
gument be applied which may create in them an
aversion to a recluse life; but let all these in-
structions be delivered to them under the strictest
obligations to secrecy, lest other orders should
happen to hear them.

CHAPTER XVI.

IN WHAT MANNER WE MUST FEIGN A CONTRMPT
OF RICHES.

I. Lest the seculars should represent us as too
much hankering after riches, 'twill be proper now
and then to refuse such small and trifling alms as
are offered for performance of piousoffices; though
of such as are thoroughly attached to our interest
we must readily accept whatever they give us,
lest we bring upon ourselves the imputation of
covetousness, for our swallowing nothing but
presents of value,

II. Let burial in our churches be denied to pet-
sons of a base character, although, in their life.
times, they have been ever so much our friends,
lest the world should surmise that we hunt after
riehes, by the numbers of the deceased, and come
to a knowledge of what we gain by them.

II1. Let widows and others who have given us
slmost all they possessed (though then they are
on equal foot with others) be treated with much
more rigor, lest people should imagine their

A
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greater indulgence proceeds from our hopes of
secular advantages. The same method should be
also observed with such as are in the society, but
this must be after they have entirely given up all
into our hands; and if ever after there be a neces-
sity for it, let them be dismissed; but this must
be done with such discretion that they may be
induced to leave to the order, part at least of what
they formerly gave us; or bequeath it by will at
the time of their death.

CHAPTER XVII.

OF THE METHODS OF ADVANCING THE SOCIETY.

I. Let our members chiefly endeavor at this,
always to act with unanimity, even in things of
trifling moment; or at least to have the outward
appearance of doing so; for by this means what-
ever confusions may arise in the world, the society
of necessity will always increase and maintain its
ground,

II. Let all earnestly endeavor so to shine in
their learning and good example, that other re-
ligious, especially those of the clergy, etc., may
be eclipsed, and the common people at length
drawn in to request us to discharge every office.
And let it be also publicly declared that a very
great fund of learning is not so absolutely neces- .
sary in pastors, provided in all other respects they
discharge their duty asthey ought; for the society
can assist with advice on emergencies, for which
reason it has good offices of this sort in a particu-
lar esteem. -

III. Let kings and princes be kept up in this
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principle, that the Catholic faith, as matters now
stand, cannot subsist without the civil power,
which however must be managed with the greatest
discretion. By this means our members will work
themselves into the favor of persons in the highest
posts of government, and consequently be ad-
mitted into their most secret councils.

IV. It will be also proper to entertain their
curiosity with the newest, choicest, and most
genuine transcripts that can be purchased from
all places.

V. Nor will it contribute a little to our advan-
tage, if, with caution and secrecy, we foment and
heighten the animosities that arise among princes
and great men, even to such a degree that they
may weaken each other. But if there appear any
likelihood of reconciliation, then as soon as possi-
ble let us endeavor to be the mediators, lest others
prevent us.

VI. The nobility and populace must, by all
methods, be persuaded into a belief that the soci-
ety was instituted by the particular direction of
divine providence, according to the prophecies of
the abbot Joackim, that by this means, the church,
though depressed by the attempts of heretics, may
be raised again to its primitive lustre.

VII. The favor of the nobility and superior
clergy, once got, our next aim must be to draw
all cures and canonships into our possession, for
the more complete reformation of the clergy, who
heretofore lived under the certain regulation of
their bishops, and made considerable advances
towards perfection. And lastly, let us aspire to
abbacies and bishoprics, the obtaining which,
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when vacancies happen, will very easily be ef-
fected, considering the supineness and stupidity
of the monks; for it would entirely tend to the
benefit of the church that all bishoprics, and even
the apostolical fee, should be hooked into our
hands, especially should his holiness ever become
a temporal prince over all. Wherefore, let no
methods be untried, with cunning and privacy, by
degrees, to increase the worldly interests of the
soclety, and then, no doubt, a golden age will go
hand in hand with an universal andlasting peace,
and the divine blessing of consequence attend the
Catholic church.

VIII. But if ourhopes in this should be blasted
and since offenses of mnecessity will come, our
political schemes must be cunningly varled, ac-
cording to the different posture of the times; and
princes, our intimates, whom we can influence to
follow our councils, must be pushed on to embroil
themselves in vigorous wars one with another, to
the end, our society (as promoters of the universal
good of the world) may, on all hands, be solicited
to contribute its assistance, and always employed
in being mediators of public dissensions; by this
means the chief benefices and preferments in the
church, will, of course, be given us by way of
compensation for our services.

IX. Finally, the society must endeavor to effect
this at least, that having got the favor and au-
thority of princes, those who do not love them
may at least fear them.
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