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NOTICE.

Proressor Pastor’s ¢ History of the Popes from the close of the
Middle Ages,” comes to us with a singular and exceptional weight
-of authority.

First, because of the ample encouragement conveyed by the
brief of Leo XIII. when the first volume of the history was com-
pleted. Such letters of His Holiness do not, indeed, convey a
critical approval of the work, but an abundant testimony to the
fitness and learning of Dr. Pastor for the accomplishment of his
undertaking.

Secondly, because this history may be regarded as the first-fruits
of the action of the Holy Father, which, a little time ago, so
surprised the writers of anti-Catholic history. Leo XIIL, as it
will be remembered, addressed a letter to the five Cardinals whom
he had appointed as a commission to oversee the publication of
historical matters contained in the Vatican Archives. The Holy
Father charged them to see that the history of the Holy See and
of the Church should be written with absolute truth on the only just
and imperishable principle that the Adsforica veritas ought to be
supreme, of which we have a divine example in Holy Writ, where
the sins, even of Saints, are as openly recorded as the wickedness

of sinners.



iv NOTICE.

Thirdly, because no author as yet has written the history of the
Popes with such copious evidence, drawn, not only from the Vatican
Archives since they were thrown open by Leo XIIIL, but from a
multitude of other sources hitherto never examined, as, for in-
stance, the Consistorial Archives, the Archives of the Lateran, of
the Inquisition, of the Propaganda, of the Sistine Chapel, of the-
Secretaryship of Briefs, and of the Library of St. Peter's. As to
the Vatican Library, even Ranke and Gregorovius were only able-
to inspect a small number of the manuscripts. Beyond these,.
Professor Pastor has examined the Libraries and private Archives
of Rome, the public and semi-public Libraries as the Angelica, the
Barberina, the Casanatense, the Chigi, the Corsini, the Vallicellana,
the Altieri, the Borghese, the Buoncompagni, the Anima, the
Campo Santo and Santo Spirito, the Colonna, Gaetani, and Ricci.
To all these may be added the Archives of Milan, Paris, Florence,
Vienna and Mantua, Lucca, Modena and Naples, Aix in Provence:
and Treves.

If anyone will examine the notes and references at the foot of
the pages in this work he will see at once that this list of
authorities is not a mere catalogue of names, but of sources from.
wbich a copious and truthful history has been industriously drawn.

_ If any further evidence were needed to show how .minutely this
history has been written, it will be sufficient to add that these two.
volumes contain only the history of four Pontiffs, and of only
about ten years, that is from 1447 to 1458. Nevertheless, in
that brief period is to be found one of the most decisive events
of history, the effect of which is in full action upon the Church.
and upon the world at this day.

All histories of this period, from Ranke to Creighton, will need
extensive correction, and, in a large measure, to be rewritten. In
the time of Nicolas V., the so-called * Renaissance ' was at its
height, and parted itself off into two distinct schools—the heathen
Humanists, and the Christian Humanists. The heathen Humanists.
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plunged themselves, with all their intellectual culture, into the
atheism and foulness of a revived paganism. They were the
forerunners of the intellectual apostasy from the Church, which,
‘some seventy years after, broke out in Germany under the pretence
of reformation. This revolt in religion of individual judgment
-against Divine authority was translated in the last century into the
domain of politics by the first French Revolution, which has been
truly described by Carlyle as the last act in the drama of
Lutheranism. The Christian Humanists elaborated all intellectual
-culture in perfect fidelity to the revelation of the Christian faith.
Nicolas V. became their patron and protector, and thereby placed
himself at the head of the intellectual culture which has -pervaded
the Catholic Church, expanding itself from the time of his Pontifi-
<ate to the Pontificate of Leo XIII. -
HENRY EDWARD,
Cardinal Archbishop.

October 27th, 1891.
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CHAPTER L
- ELECTION AND CHARACTER OF NICHOLAS V.

EUGENIUS IV. had devoted the energies of his life to the
restoration of the Papal power, but the great work was
but in its beginning, and far from completion. The remnant
of the Council of Basle was still in existence, and the anti-
Pope was living in Switzerland. The efforts of the
partisans of the Council to alter the manner of Papal
elections were still fresh in the minds of many, and the
political condition of Italy, especially that of the States of
the Church, was one of uncertainty and confusion. In
view of this threatening position of affairs, Eugenius IV.
had, shortly before his death, renewed the Decrees of the
General Councils of Lyons and Vienne regarding Papal
«<lections, and appointed Cardinal Scarampo commander of
all fortresses in the Roman dominions.* The attitude
adopted by King Alfonso of Naples was the principal cause
of the latter measure.

The Kinghaving, in concert with Eugenius IV., determined
on an expedition against Florence, had been, ever since the
beginning of the year, encamped at Tivoli, in the imme-
diate neighbourhood of Rome, with a force of four
thousand men, a circumstance which seemed seriously
to endanger the liberty of the approaching Conclave.t
Alfonso had indeed given an assurance to several of the
Cardinals that, in the event of the Pope’s death, he would
observe absolute neutrality, and had also promised to

* Raynaldus, ad an. 1447, N.'12.

t *Lettera di Roma, d. d. 1446 [st. fl.], Marzo, 3. Carte
Strozziane, 242, p. 247, Stateé Archives of Florence.
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afford protection against any attempted pressure.* But
his lengthened sojourn at Tivoli, the arrival of constant
reinforcements for his army, and the impenetrable
obscurity in which his plans were shrouded, were little
calculated to allay the apprehensions of the Sacred College
and of the members of the Court.

The Republican party was again astir in Rome. Its.
leader, Stefano Porcaro, ~publicly attacked * priestly
authority,” and was with difficulty silenced by the Vice-
Camerlengo.t Suspicious-looking persons appeared in the
streets, and the Camerlengo brought in troops to maintain
order.] Many of the dangerous individuals were required'
to leave the City, but the attitude of the populace was so.
threatening that the merchants hid their goods in secure-
places.§

* #Despatches of the Abbot of San Galgano to Siena, dated
Rome, 16 and 20 Febr., Chigi Library, Rome, Cod. E., vi., 187, pp..
156 and 157. See the first Despatch in Appendix N. 27, vol. i.
In the letter of February 2oth is the following passage : “Da poi
ch’io scripsi non ho sentito altro da referire a la S.V., se non che
la M®* de Re di Ragona avendo notitia che per la maggior parte di
qui si dubitava de facti suoi unde esso a facto uno salvo condocto a
tucti e cardenali e a tucti cortigiani e gieneralmente a tucto el
popolo di Roma e promesso non solamente di non offendere, ma
offertosi di difenderli da ogni opressione che li fusse facta ; pure el
sospecto non si puo armare ” (sé in original ; one would expect
calmare or disarmare).

+ Infessura, 1131. Seeznfra, Chapter VI, relative to Porcaro’s.
conspiracy.

t *Despatch of the Abbot of S. Galgano to Siena, on the 16th
February, 1447: “In Roma a richiesta del camarlengho sono-
venuti molti fanti et con balestre et con spingardelle e anco la
compagnia del castellano.” Cod. E., vi., 187, p. 151, Chigi Library
in Rome.

§ St. Antoninus (xxii., c. xi,, §17), an eye witness, mentions
this fact. The prudent Florentines had, as early as February 11th,.
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The reports of the ambassadors in Rome testify to the
fear which possessed men’s minds. On the 2oth February,
1447, when the condition of Eugenius had become hope-
less, the ambassador of the Republic of Siena writes:
“May God give us a good new Pastor, and may the
election take place without strife. The state of affairs
here gives us cause to fear the worst.: May the Almighty
be with us and take care of His Holy Church.”* After the
death of Eugenius IV., the ambassador urged his fellow-
countrymen to have public prayers offered for the Election
of a good Pope.+

‘The new election, however, was happily accomplished
without disturbance, and in a most regular manner.
Seldom, in fact, in any election, have all the prescribed
formalities been carried out with such scrupulous exactness
as in the Conclave in the Dominican Convent of Santa
Maria sopra Minerva after the death of Eugenius IV.f
This was principally due to the wise precautions taken by
the Cardinals, who -were thoroughly convinced of the

1447, commended their merchants to the Roman authorities.
*Letter of this date in the State Archives, Florence. Cl. x., dist.
1, N. 40, f. 229.

*# *«Je cose di qua non si disponghono bene et se dio non ci
provede per la sua misericordia aranno mal fine. Adiuvet nos
deus et provideat ecclesiz suz sanctz.” Cod., c. cit., p. 156.
Chigi Library.

1 *Despatch of the Abbot of S. Galgano to Siena, dated Rome,
23rd February: “Le cose di qua stanno con grande sospecto.”
Chigi Library. Cod., %c. cit., p. 158. According to Graziani
. (590), a procession was made in Perugia to beseech God that a
good election might be made.

1 Voigt, Enea Silvio, i., 400. Eugenius IV. was also elected
in the Sacristy of S8anta Maria sopra Minerva. In memory of
these two Conclaves, the following inscription was put up over the
inner door of the Sacristy: *“ Memorie creationis hic habite
Summ. Pontif. Eugenii 1V. et Nicolai V.” Cancellieri, Notizie, 14.-
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necessity, under the existing circumstances, of avoiding
any flaw, or even the semblance of any flaw, in the election.*
Opinions regarding the different candidates for the Papacy
were greatly divided in Rome; but the desire for a speedy
clection was general.+ This desire, in effect, was not
disappointed.

In the evening of the 4th March the Cardinals then
present in Rome went into Conclave. Aneas Sylvius
Piccolomini, who, with the Bohemian, Procopius of Rab-
stein, and the ambassadors of Aragon and of Cyprus, had
the honour of guarding the Conclave for two nights, has
given us a full account of the proceedings.}

* Despatch of the Abbot of San Galgano to Siena, dated Rome,
1446 [st. fl.], March 1. Concistoro, Lettere ad an. State Archives
of Siena.

+ *Despatch of Marcolino Barbavaria to Fr. Sforza, d. d. Ex’
Roma, iv., Marzo, 1447 : “ Per altre le mie ho advisata la S.V. de
la morte del papa e de quanto me accadeva circa cio ne da poy e
innovato altro, accepto che li cardinali questa sera sono intrati in
conclave e sperasse che assay tosto elegeranno un altro papa et
molto sono le opinioni diverse al chi debbia tochare la electione.”
Carteggio generale ad an. State Archives at Milan.

t Ambassador’s Report to the Emperor Frederick III., in Muratori,
iii., 2, 892 ¢# seg. See An. Silv. Comment., ed. Fea, 106-108, and
Frid. iii., p. 136. Among more recent writers see especially
Voigt, Enea Silvio, i., 400-401 ; Lorenz, Papstwahl, 346-347, and
Christophe, i., 360 ef seg. The hour of entrance into Conclave is
variously given. Paolo di Benedetto di Cola (Cronache Rom. 16)
and Niccola della Tuccia (206) mention the twenty-second hour ;
Bartolommeo Roverella, Archbishop of Ravenna, on the other hand,
writes, in a *Despatch to the Republic of Siena, dated ex urbe vi.
Martii, hora xvi.: *“ Hi rev™ cardinales die iv. intrarunt conclave
hora xxiv. Tandem sepius reiterato scrutinio et votis omnium
scruptatis eligerunt in summum pontificem rev®™™ dominum
dominum cardinalem Bononiensem.” Concistoro, Lettere ad an.
State Archives at Siena. These statements in regard to the
beginning of the Conclave (24th hour) and the election of Nicholas
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The Sacred College at this time numbered twenty-four
members. Two of these, Prospero Colonna and the noble
Domenico Capranica, were the sole survivors of the
Cardinals created by Martin V., and it was generally
believed that the latter of the two would be the future
Pope.* '

The composition of the Sacred College at the death of
Eugenius IV. bears witness to the care which he had
taken to gather around him men of the greatest virtue,
piety, and learning.t The Spanish Cardinal, Juan de
Carvajal, who, with Tommaso Parentucellil had been
created in December, 1446, was generally looked upon as
the most eminent of the body.

The singular grandeur and depth of Carvajal’s character.
have won the esteem and even the admiration of writers
whose judgment is habitually severe. He was indeed an
ornament to the Sacred College, to the Church, and to
humanity itself. He was absolutely free from the restless
ambition and self-glorification, so common amongst the able
men of the Renaissance. It was his nature, on the con-
trary, to withdraw and wait to be sought. To Pope
Eugenius IV. belongs the credit of having placed this man,
who seemed born for ecclesiastical diplomacy, in his proper
sphere of action.} As a Cardinal, Carvajal continued to

V. (16th hour) are confirmed by the testimony of Stefano Caffari
in the Arch. de Soc. Rom., viii., 572, which has just been pub-
lished.

* #Despatch of Marcolino Barbavaria to Francesco Sforza,
dated Rome, 1447, February 27 (Cardinal N. Acciapacci was also
mentioned as likely to be the future Pontiff). Fonds Ital. 1584, f.
49-50, in the National Library, Paris.

t See the praise which Vespasiano_da_Bisticci bestows on the
Cardinals. Mai, Spicil., i., 40. ’

1 In the year 144c, when Carvajal was first entrusted by
Eugenius 1V. with a mission to Germany, he was ¢ decanus
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live modestly without pomp orsplendour. ‘No one,” says
the biographer of Aneas Sylvius, ‘“saw the coarse
garments which he wore beneath the purple, nor witnessed
his fasts and his penances. The solid foundation on which
his moral purity rested, was a stern sense of duty and
obedience. His only idea was the consecration of his life
to the Church, and especially to the promotion of the glory
and power of Christ’s Vicar.” ¥*

After the “incorruptible and indefatigable ’ Carvajal we
must mention his distinguished fellow-countryman, Juan de
Torquemada,t who belonged to a family of note; he had

- entered the Dominican order, was appointed Master of the
Sacred Palace in 1431, and was employed in various
embassies. At Basle he defended the rights of the Pope
and of the Holy See against the supporters of the false
conciliary ideas with such undaunted courage, that Eugenius

- IV. bestowed on him the glorious title of ““ Defender of the
Faith.” In the Council assembled at Ferrara and trans-
ferred to Florence, he again served the cause of the Pope
with ardent zeal and keen dialectic skill, and in 1439 the
grateful Eugenius raised him to the purple. Torquemada

Astoricen ” (Astorga) and “ causarum s. palatii apost® auditor.”
See *Letter of Eugenius IV. to Frankfort-on-Maine, dated
Florence, 1440, Nov. 7. The original is in the City Archives at
Frankfort. Untergewolb A., N. 78, Urk. 6.

* Voigt, Enea Silvio, i., 261 ; see iii., 512-514. Bibl. Hisp.
vet. (1788), ii., 29€, and A. Weiss, Vor der Reformation, 100. The
Monograph of Lopez, De reb. gestis S.R.E. card. Carvajalis com-
mentarius (1754), here cited, is very rare. Carvajal acted twenty
times in the capacity of a Papal Envoy.

t+ See Catalanus, De magistro, 87 e/ seg.; ngrs, fii-iv., 125 ef
seg.; Bibl. Hisp. vet. ii., 286-292; Bull. ord predic., iii,, 208;
Echard, i., 837 ¢f seg. ; ii., 823 ; Fabricius-Mansi, iv., 443 e seq.,
and among modern writers Budinsky (213) and Lederer’s Monpo-

graph (Freiburg, 1879).
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in his high position continued to wear the habit and
punctually to follow the rule of his Order, and insisted on
similar strictness on the part of his brethren in religion.

In regard to theology, Torquemada was undoubtedly the
most learned member of the sacred College; a modern
Protestant historian indeed considers him the greatest
theologian of his age.* This great Dominican used to say
that the only abiding treasure in this life is science, which
alone compensates man for the shortness of life by the
prospect of immortality.

As a writer, Torquemada dealt with almost all the
questions which in his day agitated the Church; he was the
leader of the literary reaction in favour of the Papacy.t
His memory still lives in the Eternal City, in the foundation
of the confraternity of the Annunciation established .in
1460 for the purpose of providing dowries for poor girls.
The picture of the Cardinal commending three poor
maidens to the Blessed Virgin is preserved in the Chapel of
the Confraternity, which he helped to build, at Sta Maria
sopra Minerva.f The Humanists, Tommaso Parentucelli}
and Bessarion, were noted for their learning and their devo-
tion to the Church, while Cardinal Enrico de Allosio was
known as the father of the poor.§ l

There were, however, among the Cardinals many in
whom the worldly element predominated; of this class

* Voigt, Enea Silvio, i., 208. See V. de la Fuente, 455-461.

+ Gierke, 132. Werner, iii., 711.

I This picture has been erroneously ascribed to Fra Angelico or
Benozzo Gozzoli. The foundation of the Annunciation still exists.
Previous to the seizure of Rome by the Italian Government, the
Pope himself went every year on the 25th March, the feast of the
Annunciation, to the church of the Minerva, where the poor girls
who were to receive dowries, dressed in white, occupied the place
of honour. Gsell-Fels, Rom., 436.

§ Ciaconius, ii., 924.
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were Barbo, Scarampo, and Guillaume d’Estouteville. ¥
Among non-Italian Cardinals few have in recent times
attained such distinction as this wealthy Frenchman. He
was connected with the Royal House of France, possessed
many benefices, and lived in a style of princely splendour,
but was by no means devoid of refined taste and culture.
In his palace, worthy of a king, which Gregory XIII. after-
wards assigned to the German College, and at Sta Maria
Maggiore, of which he was archpriest, the best of music was
to be heard. It is very doubtful whether any foundation
existed for the charges brought against his morals. The
many churches which he built both in France and in Rome
bear witness to a certain ecclesiastical feeling on his part,
and he bestowed much care on the church of Sta Maria
Maggiore, over whose high altar he erected a richly carved
baldacchino with four porphyry columns.t+ The most
splendid proof of his munificence to the Eternal City is to
be seen in the church of St. Agostino, whose fagade, with its.
Corinthian columns, is a characteristic specimen of the
early Renaissance architecture of Rome.}

We must now consider the manner in which different
nations were represented in the Sacred College, six of

* See Ciaconius, ii., 913 ¢ seg ; Voigt, Enea Silvio, iii., 504
et seg ; Reumont, Neue Rom. Briefe, ii., 15 ef seg. ; and Gesch. iii.,
1, 255 ¢/ seq., and 495. In this work and Chevalier’s (662) further
authorities are given. [Eggs, Suppl., 189 ¢f s¢g. ; Ratti, Genzano,
31 ¢t seg.; Casimiro, 458 ef seg.

+ A representation of this baldacchino is given by Paolo de
Angelis, Basilice St Marie Maj. de urbe descriptio (Romz, 1621),.
93. * A “ History of the picture of Our Lady venerated in S* Maria
Maggiore,” dedicated to Cardinal d’Estouteville and written in 1464
by a Canon of the Basilica, is in Cod. Vatic. 3921. Vatican
Library. a

t Gsell-Fels, Rom., 461. See Burckhardt, Cicerone, ii., 4th
ed., 98, who speaks of the Florentine architect, Baccio Pintelli.
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whose twenty-four members were, at this time, absent from
Rome. Eleven of the Cardinals were Italians; four,
Spaniards ; two, Frenchmen ; and two, Greeks ; while Eng-
land, Germany, Hungary, Poland, and Portugal each con-
tributed one. 7
Notwithstanding the varied composition of the Sacred
College, the old Roman factions of the Colonna and Orsini
soon assumed antagomstlc posntlons in the Conclave. The
former of these parties was the strongest, and its candidate,
Cardinal Prospero Colonna, had at the first scrutiny no less
than ten votes, but he failed ta obtain the two more which
would have constituted the required majority of two-thirds.
Next to Colonna came Domenico Capranica and Tommaso
Parentucelli. The second scrutiny gave a like result, but the
votes which had been given to Capranica and Parentucelli
were more divided, and votes were given outside the Sacred
College, as, for example, to St. Antoninus, the Archbishop
of Florence, and to Nicholas of Cusa. The final decision
— of the election was in great measure due to Cardinal
Tagliacozzo, Archbishop of Tarento, who proposed Paren-
tucelli, Cardinal of Bologna, as one fitted by his love of
peace, his learning, and his freedom from party spirit to
occupy the highest position in Christendom. On the
occasion of the third scrutiny Parentucelli, who had re-
—ceived the red hat but two and a half months previously,
and who, of all the Cardinals, appeared to have the least

chance, received the required twelve votes. The sudden
agreement of the Sacred College in his regard caused such
surprise that Cardinal Capranica could not credit the fact
until he had again looked through the votes.* When the
majority of two-thirds had been established beyond the
possibility of doubt, the remaining Cardinals gave their
assent, and accordingly in the morning of the 6th March

* Catalanus, Capranica, 84-85.
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the election was announced by Cardinal Colonna to the
expectant multitude as unanimous.*

Everyone marvelled at Parentucelli’s election. As the
Cardinal of Portugal was leaving the Conclave he was
asked whether the Cardinals had chosen a Pope. “No;
the Pope has been chosen by God, not by the Cardinals,”
was his reply. The Sienese Ambassador, after exhorting
his countrymen to render thanks to Almighty God that so
distinguished and holy a Pontiff had been given to the
Church, continued in the following words: “ Truly in this
election God has manifested His power, which surpasses
all human prudence and wisdom.”t

* The 6th March is established as the date of the election. See
Papebroch, 461 ; Gatticus, 281-282 ; Georgius, 7-8 ; Falconi, 48z ;
Sigonius, 509, and the above cited *Documents. Nevertheless we
meet with erroneous statements even in contemporary authors (e.g.,
Cronica di Bologna, 682 ; Istoria Bresc., 839), and these have been
repeated in recent works (Reumont, 110; Rohrbacher-Knépfler,
191 ; Hergenrother, ii.,, 1, 120; Perlbach, 7). The hour of the
election is given with scarcely any variation in the Chronicles
(Niccola della Tuccia, 206 ; Cronache Rom., 16 ; see Gatticus, 281),
and the ambassadors’ Despatches written almost immediately after
it had taken place : (1) Despatch of the Archbishop of Ravenna to
Siena (see supra p. 6, note 1), Ex urbe, vi.,, Martii hora, xvi.,
State Archives at Siena. (2) Despatch of Marcolino Barbavaria
to Fr. Sforza: “In questa hora 17.0 circha é publicato el papa
Monsignore da Bologna . . .” Roma, vi. Martii, 1447. State
Archives at Milan. Carteggio generale ad. an. As the sixteenth
hour by the Italian reckoning answers to 10 o’clock in the morning
by our time this information coincides with that of *the Acta
consistorialia : “ Hora nona vel quasi” (Secret Archives of the
Vatican).

+ *Despatch from the Abbot of San Galgano to Siena, dated

' Rome, 1447, March 10: “ Credo che dapoi habbiate sentito fu

intronezato papa Nicolao quanto la cui vita et santimonia quale
essa sia stata e nota a ciascheduno et apresso quanto la S. Sta. sia
affecta et benivola ala cipta vestra nisuno ne dubita per la quale
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- The choice of a Cardinal who had kept aloof from all
party strife caused the greatest rejoicing in Rome.
“ Although many,” according to ZAneas Sylvius, *might
have preferred a Pope of their own party, no one was
hostile to him.” It was a blessing to the Eternal City and
to the Church at large to have a fresh outbreak of party
animosity averted, and to see a man, whose worth had won
the esteem of all, raised to the highest position.* Paren-
tucelli’s election had, however, a far wider importance; it
marks one of the chief turning points in the History of the
Papacy, for with him the Christian Renaissance ascended
the Pontifical Throne.

Throughout the States of the Church, as well as in Rome
itself, the Cardinal of Bologna’s elevation was the occasion
of public festivities. As soon as the tidings reached
Perugia the bells of the Palazzo Pubblico and of the
Cathedral of San. Lorenzo were rung, and bonfires were:
lighted in the open squares.t In Bologna the Palace of
the Podesta was decorated with banners, and processions.
were made by command of the Senate for three days, in
‘order to return thanks to God for the election of so
excellent a Pastor.f Brescia, Genoa, Siena, and other
places beyond the limits of the States of the Church,
cosa tucta la christianita et maxima la cipta vestra si debba
sommamente ralegrare et altra a questo rendere debite grazie a
I'omnipotente che di tale pastore abbia proveduto alle sue pecorelle
et certamente a dimostrato in questa creatione parte della sua
potentia la quale suprabonda ongni astutia et actione humana,” etc.
Concistoro. Lettere ad. an., State Archives, Siena.

* Voigt, Enea. Silvio, i., 402.

+ Graziani, Cronaca di Perugia, 590.

+ #*4Se ne fece grandissima allegrezza, e per commandamento-
del senato tre giorni continui si fecero le processioni rendendo
grazia a Dio che loro avesse dato si buon pastore, e si posero-
alle finestre del palazzo i confaloni.” Ch. Ghirardacci, Storia di
Bologna, iii., /5. 30, Cod. 768, University Library at Bologna.
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shared the general feeling.* How fully it was justified
will.be evident, if we glance at his character and previous
life. In grateful remembrance of his former master and
benefactor, the saintly Cardinal Niccold Albergati, he
took the name of Nicholas V.

Tommaso Parentucelli first saw the light on the 15th
November, 1397. It seems most probable that he was born
at Sarzana, a small place on the coast of Liguria.t His
father, an upright and skilful physician; was by no means

. wealthy, and died when Tommaso was very young. The
gifted and promising boy was early acquainted with hard-
ship ; poverty made it impossible for him to pursue his
studies at the University of Bologna, where he had already
won success. His mother, who was in very straightened
circumstances, had in the meantime married again,} and

* Istoria Bresciana, 839. *Congratulatory letter of the Doge of
Genoa to Nicholas V., dated 1447, March 11th, in the State
Archives at Genoa, Litt., Vol. xiii. *Despatch from the Abbot of
San Galgano to Siena, dated Rome, 1447, March 14th (he had
informed the Pope of the festivities proposed in Siena, and found
the Pope most favourably disposed towards that City). Concistoro,
Lett. ad. an. State Archives at Siena.

+ Great differences of opinion have existed regarding the family
and the birthplace of Nicholas V. Frediani (zo7 e seg., 253 ef seg.)
endeavoured with all the ardour of provincial patriotism to prove
him a born Pisan, in opposition to de Rossi (267 ¢ seq.), who
asserted the just claims of Sarzana. The investigations of Sforza,
who produced the Archivio Notarile di Sarzana, proved beyond all
doubt that his family belonged to Sarzana, and established a strong
presumption that he was born there (Sforza, 21, 48, 68-87, 224).
Sanudo describes Tommaso’s father as Mastro Bartolommeo Cirusico
(1124), a term which appeared most extraordinary to Voigt (Enea
Silvio, i., 403), but may, I think, be explained as a clerical error in
the place of chirurgico.

1 Tommaso Parentucelli’s step-father was Tommaso Calandrini,
who also belonged to Sarzana; further particulars are given by

Sforga, 9o ef seq., with a pedigree of the family.
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having several children by her second husband, was unable
to afford him any assistance, so that he was entirely depen-
~ dent on his own exertions. Happily he obtained the situa-
~tion of tutor, first in the family of Rinaldo degli Albizzi, of
Florence, and afterwards in that of Palla de’ Strozzi, the
“ Nestor of the learned Florentine aristocracy.”* The two
years spent in the City, which was at that time the centre
of Humanistic studies, were of great importance in the
development of Tommaso Parentucelli’s powers, and
especially in the formation of his literary taste; they
imparted the germ of that enthusiasm for learning and for
art which afterwards bore such abundant fruit, and brought
him into contact with all the most celebrated scholars of the
day. At the end of these two years Parentucelli had saved
enough money to enable him to return to Bologna, where
he took a Master's Degree in Theology. He continued in
friendly relations with both the noble families, who had
treated him with much distinction while in their employ-
ment as tutor. Years afterwards, when he had reached
the summit of power, and his former pupils were in exile,
he had the happiness of being able to be of use to them.t
It says much for the disposition and for the virtues of
the young scholar, that the Saintly Bishop of the City,
N\ic_@u%emati, took him into his service. Three years
later he was ordained priest, and for more than twenty
years, in fact, until the death of the distinguished prelate,
Tommaso was his constant companion, his confidential
servant, and the Major Domo of his household and of his
ecclesiastical establishinent. The Historian of Humanism

* Regarding Palla de’ Strozzi and his ‘wealth, see Fabronius,
Cosmus, i., 50; ii, 104 et seg. Villar, i., 93. Miintz, Précur-
seurs, 238. Reumont, Lorenzo, i., 2nd ed., 393 ¢/ seg.; who also
speaks of Rinaldo degli Albizzi.

+ Reumont, iii., 1, 111.
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justly observes* that “no higher testimony to the piety
of Albergati’s life can be given than the fact that a man so
honourable and so free from all hypocrisy as was Parentu-
celli for years enjoyed his entire confidence. While,
on the other hand, the modest and entire devotion of the
future Pope to the service of his master, the filial care with
which he tended his old age, and the pious gratitude which
induced him, when called to fill the Papal Throne, to adopt
the name of his departed benefactor, speak for him more
eloquently than words could do.”

After Albergati’s elevation to the purple,t Parentucelli
accompanied him to Rome, and thence to Florence, when
the Papal Court migrated to that City. He was thus again
brought into contact with the representativesof the Christian,
as well as of the heathen Renaissance. Vespasiano da
Bisticci has left us a\pre-gi-nt picture of their social gather-
ings in Florence. ‘Every morning and evening,” he says,
“Lionardo and Carlo of Arezzo, Giannozzo Manetti,
Giovanni Aurispa, Gasparo of Bologna, Poégio, hi{&\mTﬁy
other learned men, used to assemble in the open air, in the
vicinity of the Papal Palace, for friendly and literary con-
versation. Tommaso Parentucelli always joined them.
After leaving his Cardinal at home, he used to come, riding
rapidly on a mule and accompanied by two servants, to
take his part eagerly in their disputations.” Parentucellij
also often visited the Academy of Santo Spirito, in order
to discuss philosophical and theological questions with the
pious Master of Theology, Vangelista of Pisa; and he was
even more frequently to be seen with the booksellers in
Florence, into whose hands any money that he could spend
found its way.}

* Voigt, Wiederbelebung, ii., 55.

t See Vol. i., p. 262.

t Vespasiano da Bisticci, Niccola V. Papa, § 5. Ser. Filippo di
Ser. Ego’imo, § 4. See vmgt, Wleaerﬁle%ung, ii., 2nd ed,, 55-56.
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Parentucelli appears to have first attracted the attention
of the Court at the period of the negotiations with the
Greeks, when his knowledge of Holy Scripture and of
the Fathers, as well as his skill in argument, came
into play. Eugenius IV. rewarded the services which
he rendered to the Church on this occasion by appoint-
ing him Apostolic Subdeacon, with a yearly income of
three hundred ducats.* In 1443 he lost his friend and
patron, Albergati, but he soon found a new and more
powerful protector in the Pope, who made him Vice-
Camerlengo,t and on the 27th November, 1444, con-
ferred upon him the Bishopric of Bologna.] The City
was at the time in a state of revolt, and Parentucelli was
unable to take possession of his See, as the steps taken

Parentucelli’s love of books is mentioned in a notice which has
hitherto been overlooked in * Cod. D. 36 of the Hospital Library at
Cues, printed in the Serapeum, xxvi., 27.

* Vespasiano da Bisticci, Niccola V., § 6, c. 10.

+ According to Marocco (Serie de’ prefetti secolari di Roma,
etc., 1846), in the year 1443. Parentucelli distinguished himself
in this position also. . *¢ Inde apostolicus vice-camerarius in quo
officio ac dignitate quid diligenti® atque solicitudinis preestiteris
quisque Romanus civis magno mihi testimonio esse potest.” Ad
beat. D. N, Nicolaum V.P.M. Michael Canensis de Viterbio. Cod.
lat., Vatic., 3697, f. 6., in the Vatican Library, and Addit MS.
14794 in the British Museum, London.

1 Not Archbishopric, as-Geiger (121), Zopffel in Herzog’s
Realencykl. (x., 2nd ed., 572), and Gregorovius (vii., 3rd ed., 102)
say, for Bologna only became an Archiepiscopal See in 1582.
Voigt is also mistaken (Wiederbelebung, ii., 2nd ed., 56) in con-
necting Parentucelli’s nomination to the Bishopric of Bologna
with the success of his mission to Germany. See the Brief of
Eugenius IV. to Parentucelli in Sigonius, 507 ef seq., and
Ciaconius, ii., 962 ; and that to Bologna from Cod. 3, Lat. 121, p.
119, of the Court Library at Vienna, given in Appendix, Vol. i.,
No. 22.

VOL. IL c
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by Eugenius in January, 1445, proved fruitless* To so
poor a man the matter was serious, yet in the end it was
the occasion of his further advancement, for the Pope,
having had sufficient proof of his skill in diplomatic affairs,
both during his connection with Albergati and when he
acted independently at Florence and Naples, twice entrusted
him with important missions to Germany. On the latter of
these occasions he was successful in breaking up the League
of the Electors which constituted a serious danger to Rome,
and was rewarded by a Cardinal’s Hat (16 and 23 Decem-
ber, 1446).1

The important position which the Cardinal of Bologna,
as Parentucelli was now called, soon attained in the Sacred
College, is evident from the remarkable fact that the
Sienese Ambassadors, in one of their despatches, speak of
him as a second Pope.] Pope Eugenius IV. is said to
have foretold his elevation to the Papal throne; and his
biographers mention many other similar predictions, to
which, however, we must not give too much weight.§

* I found the **Original Brief of Eugenius IV., dated Rome,
1445, January 31, in the State Archives of Bologna.
1+ The above authentic dates disprove the assertion that Parentu-
celli became in one year Bishop, Cardinal, and Pope. This state-
ment was first made by Niccola della Tuccia (206), Annal. L.
Bonincontri (153), Sanudo (1,124), Facius (238), and other con-
temporaries, and subsequently repeated by many later writers, even
by a student as conscientious as Voigt (Enea Silvio, i., 403)
Georgius (23-24) has long since shown that the story of the Pope
sending the Red Hat to Parentucelli at Viterbo, which most
modern writers relate, is incorrect.
1 “Un altro papa,” L. Banchi, Legazioni Senesi (2nd ediz.,
Siena, 1864), 29.
~§ See Vespasiano da Bisticci, Eugenio IV., § 21; Nicola V., § 1
and 17, and Manetti, 910, 9g17. The Prophecy of Eugenius IV. is
particularly adduced by Zgidius of Viterbo in his * Hist. viginti
seculor (Cod. C., 8, 19, of the Angelica Library, Rome). Nic.
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The outward appearance of the man who had thus
rapidly risen from poverty and obscurity to the highest
dignity in Christendom—who had, in the course of three
short years, become Bishop, Cardinal, and Pope—was any-
thing but distinguished. Contemporaries describe him as
small and weakly, with sharply-cut features, and keen. black

eyes, a pale complexion, and a powerful voice. The plain .

but intellectual countenance of Nicholas V. may still be
recognized in his modest effigy in the crypt of the
Vatican.* His disposition was lively, impatient, and
hasty; he was extremely exact in all he did, and
expected to be understood at a glance. In these and in
other respects he was a complete contrast to his prede-
cessor, who was grave, dignified, and silent. He was wont
to speak much and rapidly, and dispensed with all irksome
ceremony. Dissimulation and hypocrisy were hateful to
his open-hearted nature.t He was affable, obliging, and
cheerful ; he showed himself to the people more frequently
than Eugenius had done, and gave audiences at all hours of
the day. His servants were all Germans or Frenchmen;
the Italians, he thought, had their minds always set upon
higher things, while Frenchmen and Germans contented

della Tuccia (206), in a most interesting report, attributes the
rapid rise of Parentucelli to the protection afforded him by Cardinal
Condulmaro.

* Hibner {i., 47) finds something of the Doctor in the features
of Nicholas V., and speaks of his appearance as * the perfect type
of a professor.” For some accounts of medals of this Pope, see
Friedlander, Schaumiinzen, in the Jahrb. der Preuss. Kunstsamm-
lungen, i., 98.

t+ Vespasiano da Bisticci, § 8. The despatches of the ambas-
sadors bear witness that the Pope loved to express himself freely ;
see, e.g., the * Despatches of Nicodemus to Francesco Sforza on
the nomination to the Bishopric of Como, dated 1451, June 29.
Pot. Est. Roma, Corrisp, dipl. Cart., 1; State Archives at Milan.



20 HISTORY OF THE POPES.

themselves with the employments entrusted to them, did
not trouble themselves about other matters, and were satis-
fied and faithful in the lowest service. His table was
simple, and he was very temperate ; he drank wine largely
mixed with water; choice wines were only served for the
prelates and great personages from France, Germany, and
England, with whom he had become acquainted in his
travels, and to whom he delighted to show hospitality
when they came to Rome.* Alike as Bishop, Cardinal, and
Pope, he was so kind and affable to all comers that no one
went away unsatisfied.t He loved peace; probably no
prince of the time had so profound a horror of war. A
signal proof of his benevolence was furnished by the
foundation of the great Papal Almshouse near the Church
of the German Campo Santo, where on Mondays and
Fridays about two thousand poor people received bread
and wine, and every day a dinner was given to thirteen.}

* Vespasiano da Bisticci, Nicola V., 513. Reumont, iii., 1,
114.

t *Michael Canensis de Viterbg ad. beat. D. N. Nicolaum V.
Pont. Max. cannot sufficiently praise the Pope’s “benignitas in
respondendo et gratitudo.” ¢ Nemo inauditus, nemo abste non
quietus abit.”  Cod. lat. Vatic., 3697, f. 8b, Vatican Library (and
British Museum, see supra, p. 17 note t).

t Torrigio, Sagre Grotte Vaticane, 293. Tn the year 1629
Urban VIII. transferred this dole to the Vatican Palace; the
present Hospice at the Campo Santo partly occupies the place of
the former Papal Almshouse; see De Waal, Das Priester-
Collegium, 3. With regard to Nicholas V.’s benevolence, see
Zn. Sylvius, Europa, c. 58, and *Anonymi oratio in funere
Nicolai V.  Cod. C. 145. Inf, f. 284, of the Ambrosian Library
at Milan. The mother of Nicholas V. was also remarkable for
her benevolence to the poor. See the *¢ Consolatio facta pape super
obitu matris sue,” probably written by the Dominican Heinrich
Kalteisen, preserved in Cod. 326, f. 120-120b, of the University
Library at Bonn. Nicholas’ treatment of the Jews was in keeping
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The remembrance of past hardships was no doubt one
of the sources of these virtues which long made the name
of Nicholas V. to be blessed. Nothing in Florence struck
him as-so noble as the splendour with which science and
art were clothed ; it seemed to him a disgrace that learned
men and artists should starve. He used, even in those
days, to say that if ever he had wealth, he would spend
it on two things—books and buildings.* His defects were
irritability and impetuosity.t His contemporaries greatly
over-estimated his intellectual powers. He was well-
versed in theology, in the Holy Scriptures, and in the
Fathers ; he was gifted with'a good memory, great quick-
ness of apprehensnon, and singular eloquence; but his
mind was one essentially receptive in its character, and
although capable of keen enjoyment in literary pursuits, it
was devoid of productive power. He had, however, con-
siderable talent for collecting, arranging, and editing.{

rmen\ayoung man, he spent-his money almost entirely on
books, and, like a genuine collector, would have them well
written and tastefully bound he did not lc look to the prlce,

- et e \_,____—
—_——

with the kindness of his disposition; he never forgot the duty of
endeavouring, by all lawful means, to win them to the Christian
faith, but at the same time always advocated their toleration. See
the Essay of F. Kayser in the Archiv fiir Kirchenrecht (188s),
lili., 210 e seg., which is valuable on account of its extracts from
the Secret Archives of the Vatican.

* «Usava dire che due cose farebbe s’egli potesse mai spen-
dere, ch’ era in libri e murare.” Vespasiano, § 7. See Voigt, /oc.
¢il., s56.

+ Raph. Volaterranus (f. 234) mentions as the only fault of the
Pope : “ quod nimio bibendi studio teneretur perquisitis undique
vinorum generibus.” In opposition to this, see Vespasiano, § 13;
Georgius, 130 ¢ seg., 154 ¢f seg. ; Aschbach, Kirchenlexikon, iv.,
314, and Reumont, iii., 1, 114. '

1 Voigt, 0p. cit., 58 e seg.
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and- often- gave more for_them Wf;
He enriched his books with marginal notes, and his hand-
writing, which was a transition between the ancient and
modern style, was greatly admired by good judges. He
was mo n in the search for new works, ransacking the
libraries wherever he went, looking for fresh treasures.
Both in Germany and in France hé made—vatwable dis-
coveries,_and, from every 'journey‘v_vﬁié__ﬂ:mh
Cardinal Albergati, brought back literaryme—
future founder of the Vatican Librarygradually became one
of the first connoisseurs of his day in books, and was looked
upon as a great authority among bibliographers and book
collectors; but not so great among scholars and literary men.
No one so well knew how to prepare and arrange a library.
The plan of a monastic library which he drew up for
Cosmo de’ Medici is still preserved,* and was often made
use of, especially, according to the Pope’s well-informed
biographer, Vespasiano da Bisticci, in the Libraries of St.
Mark at Florence and the Abbey at Fiesole, and in those
of the Duke of Urbino and of Alessandro Sforza of
Pesaro.t Nicholas V. is not, however, to be looked upon
as a literary specialist: he had no favourite line of study,
but was a well-informed dilettante, wandering at will
wherever his fancy led him.} The laudatory words of
ZAneas Sylvius are to be understood in this sense when he

* Cod. Magliabech, i., vii., 30, printed at Florence, in the Arch.
stor. Ital., Serie iii., xxi, 103-106 ; and in Sforza, 359-381.

+ Vespasiano da Bisticci, §7. Enea Piccolomini in the
Arch. stor. Ital. (Serie iii,, xix., 114, N. 3), observes that the
Convent Library of Monte Oliveto Maggiore, whose inventory used
to be preserved in the State Archives of Siena (on the occasion of
my last visit, in 1884, it was, unfortunately, not to be found), was
arranged after Parentucelli’s system.

t Voigt, Wiederbelebung, ii. (2nd ed.), 72.
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writes,* “from his youth he has been initiated into all
liberal arts, he is acquainted with all philosophers, his-
torians, poets, cosmographers, and theologians; and is no
stranger to civil and canon law, or even to medicine.”

A man whose intellectual sympathies were so many-
sided was well fitted to be the patron of scholars.
Nicholas V.—a great part of whose life had been spent
in close companionship with a saint t—was also sincerely
pious. He was equally devoted to ecclesiastical and
profane literature. No sooner had he found in Germany a
copy of Tertullian’s complete works, than he at once sent
the precious treasure to Niccolo de’ Niccoli at Florence.
According to Vespasiano da Bisticci, he was the first to
bring into Italy the sermons of St. Leo the Great, and St.
Thomas’ commentary on the Gospel of St. Matthew. But
his special favourite was the great St. Augustine, whose
influence on his own and subsequent ages has surpassed
that of any other doctor of the East or West. In his days
of poverty the works of St. Augustine, in twelve costly
volumes, adorned his bookshelves, and he was unwearied
in his efforts to collect from various manuscripts the letters
of the Saint.1

* In his ambassador’s Report of 1447. Muratori, iii., 2, 895‘.

+ Cardinal Albergati ; see Vol. i., p. 268. Nicholas V. was strict
in his observance of all the precepts of the Church; even before
his elevation to the Pontificate, he did not allow his journeys to
interfere with the observance of fasting days. Vespasiano da
Bisticci, Nicola V., §13. '

I See Voigt, Wiederbelebung, i., 2nd ed., 263; ii., 2nd ed., 59.
There is no proof that Parentucelli ever became a physician, or
studied medicine in Siena, as R. Volaterranus (Anthropol. i., xxii.,
f. 234), Schivenoglia (122), and Frediani (284) have stated. J.
B. Bomba in the rare work ‘“ De Pontificibus medicis et medicorum
filiis” (Rome, 1821), 21 ¢/ seq., endeavours, in opposition to
Georgius (12-14) to show that Parentucelli practised medicine
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This fact seems worthy of note, and is a proof amongst
many that Parentucelli was a Christian Humanist. Almost
all the representatives of the Christian Renaissance move-
ment had a special veneration for this Father, who, after
working his way through the contradictions of heathen
culture, gathered up in his immortal works all the philo-
sophical and theological truths acquired and prepared for
future ages by Christian antiquity.* This reverence for
St. Augustine had a special fitness at the period of which
we are speaking, for the patristic learning which reached
its climax in the works of the great Bishop of Hippo had
grown up in the midst of the ancient literature, in living
contact with it, and was the fruit of controversy and
criticism.t It was therefore éspecially adapted to meet
and combat the false heathen Renaissance.

Nicholas V. had the genuine humility which became a

representative of the Christian Renaissance. All his con-
‘ temporaries bear witness that modesty, the chief orna-
ment of the scholar, was one of the virtues which
distinguished this most affable Pope. A German chronicler
of the Popes, writing in the fifteenth century, says,
“Nicholas V. was a good, peaceful man, of whom I never

but his grounds are very weak. The words of Aneas Sylvius,
quoted above, exclude, as Sforza justly remarks, the idea of his
having been a physician. A physician who was the Pope’s friend
from his youth is introduced to us in the *Brief of Nicholas V. to
Bologna; dated Spoleto, 1449, June 12: “ Adeo virtutibus suis et
humanitate ad se diligendum nos dudum allexit dilectus filius
Bernardus de Garzonibus artium et medicine doctor Bononiensis
fuimusque sic iuvicem nostris iuvenilibus annis devincti ut hoc
tempore dilectionem nostram minuere non intendamus.” The
original is in the Arm. Q. lib. 3, f. 7, of the State Archives at
Bologna.

* Haffner, Grundlinien, 280, 342 ¢ seg.

+ Haffner, /oc. cst. 281.




HISTORY OF THE POPES. 25

heard any harm said, and in many things he showed him-
self gentle and lowly, and did not much exalt himself, how-
ever wise, and learned, and mighty he became.” ¥

The manner in which Nicholas V. looked upon his high
position was in perfect keeping with his noble and
Christian sentiments. His old friend, Vespasiano da
Bisticci, the Florentine bookseller, has handed down to us
a conversation which he had with the Pope, and which may
here find a fitting place. “ Not long after the elevation of
Nicholas V.,” writes Vespasiano, ‘I attended on the day
appointed for public audiences in the Papal Palace. I had .
hardly entered the audience chamber when the Pope
observed me, and said aloud that I was to wait, as he would
speak with me alone. He soon concluded the audience,
and I was led to him. When we were alone, he said, with
a smile: ‘Vespasiano, have not certain proud lords been
greatly surprised,—have the people of Florence been able to
believe that a priest who formerly rang the bells has
become Pope ?’ I replied that the people will believe that
it was on account of the virtues of His Holiness and in
order that Italy may again be at peace. Thereupon the
Pope said: ‘I pray God to give me grace that I may
accomplish that which fills my soul: that is to say, that I
may restore peace, and throughout my Pontificate use no
other weapon save that vne which Christ has given me for
my defence, namely, His Holy Cross.” ” +

* Chronicle of the Popes from the foundation of the Dominican
Order, written by Johannes Meyer (t1485, as Father Confessor of
the Monastery of Adelhausen; see Freiburg Didcesan-Archiv,
xiil., 128 ef seg.), f. 65b., MS. of the Monastery of Adelhausen,
now in the town library in the Rathhaus at Freiburg, i., B.

+ Vespasiano da Bisticci, Nicola V., § 18. The conversation
must have excited attention at the time, for N. della Tuccia also
mentions it in his Chronicle of Viterbo, 207.
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In his great' schemes for the promotion of art and science,
Nicholas V. always had the welfare of the Church, whose
head he was, before him as his first object. To exalt the
mystical Bride of Christ by these means was the chief aim
of his Pontificate. All the magnificent works which he
undertook were for her adornment, but this pious and
cultivated Pope was not spared to see them completed.*

* See Rio, ii., 20-21. See infra, Chapter IV.



CHAPTER 1I.

THE FIRST YEARS OF THE REIGN OF POPE
NICHOLAS V. SETTLEMENT OF ECCLESI-
ASTICAL AND POLITICAL AFFAIRS.*

PoLITICAL and ecclesiastical affairs were alike in a state of
extreme confusion at the time when Nicholas V. ascended
the Pontifical throne. France and England were at war;
in Germany the authority of King Frederick III., on whose
fidelity he could rely, was thoroughly shaken, and a great
part of Bohemia was severed from the Church. The con-
dition in the East was yet more deplorable. The national
antipathies of the Greeks and "the craftiness of their
Theologians had stifled the Union proclaimed at Florence,
and ever since the disastrous day of Varna (1444) the
advance of Islam had been unceasing.t In Italy there was
disquiet, and perils threatened the Papacy. The temper
of the most powerful of Italian Princes, King Alfonso of
Naples, may be gathered from his favourite saying, which
had special reference to the Head of the Church. ¢ Blows,”

* The *Regesta of Nicholas V. in the Secret Archives of the
Vatican occupy fifty-one volumes (N. 385-435). Raynaldus, D.
Georgius, and more recently Dr. Kayser, have thoroughly
examined these volumes. There are also a few letters in the Arm.,
xxxix., T. 7. See Kaltenbrunner in the Mittheilungen, 1884, p.
82, The great gaps in the Secret Archives of the Vatican are
partly filled up by letters found in other Archives, especially in the
State Archives of Bologna.

t Christophe, i., 371-372. Zinkeisen, i., 704 ¢f seq.
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he said, “ have a better effect on priests than prayers.”*

‘Milan was governed by Filippo Maria Visconti, whose

“cruel egotism”’t stopped at nothing. The States of the
Church were in unspeakable misery, the country was
devastated by war, the cities were desolate, the streets
beset by bands of robbers, more than fifty villages had been

" razed to the ground or completely pillaged by the soldiery ;

and a number of the free inhabitants had been sold: as
bondsmen, or had died of starvation in dungeons.f Added
to all this, the Papal vassals were openly or secretly
endeavouring to make themselves independent ; Rome was
impoverished, and the Papal Treasury empty.§

In ecclesiastical matters, the prospect, if not equally
hopeless, was gloomy enough. In Savoy, Switzerland, the
Tyrol, and Germany, especially in the free cities, the party
of the Council still numbered many adherents. The death
of Eugenius IV. had re-awakened their hopes, and they
thought the moment had come when the anti-Pope, Felix
V., whom they had raised up to oppose him, might be put
in his place, and the triumph of their principles be thus
secured.|| The anti-Pope himself went so far as to write a
querulous letter, requiring ““a certain Tommaso of Sarzana,
who has presumed to mount the Apostolic Chair, and call
himself Nicholas V.’ at once to renounce his usurped
position, and to appear before the Tribunal.q

* «Li preti sonno homini da bastonate et non da preghiere.” -

" Despatch of Marcolino Barbavaria to F. Sforza, of March 8, 1447,

in Osio, iii., 486 (notunpublished, as Buser, 356, supposes).
+ Burckhardt, Cultur, i., 3rd ed., 38.
1 Romische Briefe, i., 372.
§ “Imperium difficile suscepit (Nicholaus V.), multis in rebus

‘conturbatum et quod est difficilius egenum,” writes Poggio on the

6th May, 1447. Epist., ix., 17 (Tonelli, ii., 340).
|| Chmel, ii., 415, 421.
€ Mansi, xxxi., 189.
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The conciliatory and prudent dispositions with which the
new Pope prepared to meet all these difficulties, are
evidenced by his own words, which we have already cited.*
On his election, he at once appeared in the character of a
Prince of Peace, after the example of Him by whom the
keys were given to St. Peter ; these keys, Nicholas V., who
had no family coat of arms, adopted as his armorial bear-
ings, adding to them the beautiful motto, ‘“ My heart is
ready, O Lord.”t His predecessor had waged a stern and
deadly warfare with the foes of the Church. Nicholas V.
deemed that the work, which had been begun by
force, could be best completed by gentle measures,
Eugenius IV. had made the Papacy dreaded. Nicholas
V. wished to manifest its power of healing and recon-
ciliation.}

The pacific disposition of the Pope, which the ambassa-
dors at once made known in terms of praise,§ contributed
more than anything to lessen existing troubles and to
hasten his general recognition. Opposition was to be
apprehended from King Alfonso and from the German
princes. Nicholas V. succeeded in winning them all. On
the very day after his election Cardinals Condulmaro and
Scarampo went, at his desire, to the Neapolitan monarch,
who, by their means, was induced to send four ambassadors
to Rome on the 18th March, for the purpose of coming to
an agreement with the Holy See and of taking part in the

* Supra, p. 25 ¢ seq.

t Reumont, iii., 1, 116, and Georgius, 10. The keys of St.
Peter still appear as Nicholas V.’s arms on many buildings in Rome,
and also on coins. See Molinet, 7 ; Bonanni, 49-50 ; Venuti, 10;
Cancellieri, De secret, 1,222; and Cinagli, 49-50.

1 Christophe, i., 372.

§ See the reports of Marcolino Barbavaria and Roberto Martelli,
in Qgig, iii., 486-487.




30 HISTORY OF THE POPES.

ceremonies of the Pope’s coronation.* When the German
ambassadors congratulated him on his elevation, the Pope
gave them assurances calculated to set all misgivings com-
pletely at rest. “I will,” he said, ‘ not only approve and
confirm whatever my predecessor agreed upon with the
‘German nation, but will also hold to it and carry it out.
The Roman Pontiffs have stretched their arms out too far,
and have left scarcely any power to the other bishops.
And the Basle people have crippled the hands of the
Apostolic See too much. But these things had to be.
Whoever does what is unworthy must also make up his
mind to suffer injustice ; he who seeks to straighten a tree
that is leaning to one side easily bends it to the other. It
is my firm purpose not to impair the rights of the bishops
who are called to share my cares, for I hope the better to
uphold my own jurisdiction by not assuming that which is
foreign to me.”

The German ambassadors, by the Pope’s- particular
request, took part in the ceremony of his Coronation, which
was performed with great pomp, on the 1gth March, 1447,
by Cardinal Prospero Colonna in front of the Vatican
Basilica. Aneas Sylvius Piccolomini, as deacon, carried the
.cross before the Pope in the procession.f On the Corona-

o *Despatch of the Abbot of San Galgano to Siena, dated Rome,
1447, March 19. The ambassadors, according to his account,
arrived “ con pii di dugento cavalli.” Concistoro, Lettere ad.
an., State Archives at Siena.

+ These remarkable words are handed down by Aneas Sylvius
in his report of his embassy to Frederick III. ; see Muratori, iii.,
2, 895.

1 Besides ﬂ’n&:_Sy%i_us’ account in Muratori (iii,, 2, 896) see
the *Despatch of theé Abbot of San Galgano to Siena on the 1gth
March, 1447. State Archives at Siena, Concistoro, Lettere ad an.,
and the *Cronica di Forli by Giovanni de Pedrino, Cod. 234, p.
235b. of the private library of Prince Bald. Boncompagni at Rome.
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tion day Nicholas V. promised King Frederick IIL that he
would observe the treaty concluded between him and his
predecessor, and declared his intention of carrying on the
work which Eugenius had begun, while he expected the
King on his part to continue to protect the Apostolic See,
and engaged to send him the confirmation of the public
convention by special legates.* Immediately after his
Coronation, according to anciept usage, the Pope solemnly
took possession of the Lateran. Piccolomini has given a
brief and graphic account of the procession. “It was
headed,” he says, “by the Blessed Sacrament, surrounded
by numerous lighted torches. The Pope was preceded by
three banners and an umbrella; he rode on a white horse,
bore the golden Rose in his left hand, and blessed the
people with his right. The ambassadors of Aragon and
the Barons alternately led the Pope’s horse. At Monte
Giordano the Jews delivered to him their law, and he con-
demned their interpretation. After the conclusion of the
ecclesiastical function in the Lateran, gold and silver
- medals were given to the cardinals, prelates, and
ambassadors. The banquet next took place ; the Pope was
served in the Palace, and all the others in the House of the
Canons. We,” continues Zneas Sylvius, who, together
with Procopius of Rabstein, was acting as ambassador of
Frederick III., “ were the guests of Cardinal Carvajal.”+

* Chmel, Materialien, i., 2, 235. On the 28th March, 1447,
Nicholas V. declared that the concessions made by his predecessor
to the German nation were not to be affected by the new regula-
tions of the chancery, and were to be strictly observed by each and
all, Joc. cit.,, 236. Regarding' J. Friedrich’s strange interpretation
of this Bull, see Scheeben, Das Oeckumenische Concil (Regensburg,
1870), ii., 397 et seq.

+ Muratori, iii., 2, 866. See Cancellieri, 41-42, who (87-88)
gives a learned dissertation on the custom of carrying the Blessed
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