
In Congress 1996.

On September 24, 1996 the United States Congress enacted a law establishing a
Committee within the Department of State to monitor Religious persecutions world wide.  All
civilized people would applaud such a Committee if it were created to monitor, and seek to
protect, the religious liberty of all people who hold sincere religious beliefs, whether these
beliefs were of a superstitious or non-superstitious nature.  But the “debate,” if it can be called
that, was only concerned with the protection of believers in the Lower Religions; and not only
those of the lower, believing, religions in general but especially those of the Christian religion.

The religious works on this CD were written by dedicated believers in the higher,
thinking, religions generally called Freethought – Rationalism, Atheism, Secularism, Deism,
Humanism, etc.  These religions were growing so rapidly at the turn of the twentieth century that
it was believed that Freethought would be the dominant religious belief in America, and in
Western Europe, within fifty years.  The growth of this great religious movement was stopped in
America by the Government of the United States that suppressed the spread of the Higher
Religions, and the natural evolution of religions from lower to higher forms, by equating the
higher religions with such unrelated political and economic ideologies as Anarchism,
Communism, Bolshevists, Subversives and other declared or assumed enemies of the State.  This
destruction of Religious Liberty began in earnest with the largest, and most shameful, of the
Palmer Raids, January 2, 1920, (at 9 p.m.) when the Government raided -- with the aid of certain
Vigilante groups -- organizations, public meeting halls and homes of individuals.  Thousands of
people were arrested in this raid (10,000 or more, 700 in New York City alone) that took place in
70 American cities at the same time, the prisoners were locked up in makeshift, unsanitary,
holding pins and buildings for days.  the papers said the day after the Raid that the prisoners
appeared with black eyes and bloody heads.

Many kinds of beliefs and organizations were included in that Raid, but the Raid
certainly included Freethought groups that were the backbone of Patriotic organizations that
demanded a strict separation between State and Church.  In time the defenders of the
Constitution were able to have the mass charges dismissed, and those who were hastily deported
were allowed to return to their homes and children.  This Raid was the start of a determined
movement to suppress the Liberty of non-superstitious religions in America.  Today, in complete
disregard of the U.S. Constitution, the Federal Government officially Establishes their preferred
religions and discriminates against those religions the Government refuses to establish.  The
dedicated religious thinkers who wrote the Works on this CD would have NO religious liberty in
America today, because the U.S. Government refuses to recognize, and Establish, Freethought
religions on an equal bases that it unconstitutionally Establishes superstitious religions.

Knowing the history of this ongoing religious suppression in America, it is natural that
one would take alarm at the first step to spread this Government religious Establishment
(oppression) throughout the world, and to enforce it with American soldiers.
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sf’! ~1 al!owed to be a part of vital inter- 
rs;s,zal organizations. Congress took the first 
stec x-day in bringing about a .change in this 
p&,. 

‘#~Mcti question their economic status and 
&a! system more than qualify them for’mem- 
be&i:, in the World Trade Organization. -but 
the ?ecple’s Republic of China, which is not 
3eaa*, as economically stable as the Repubii!Z 
of C%a, believes it must be admitted first. 
m 2’ million people of Taiwan certainly de 
ser, s zptesentation in the United Nations, but 
a@:. ti People’s Republic of China will not 
tics t Given America’s close relatibnship 
ti ze People’s Republic of China, it would 
w as though our friendship with Taiwan 
has &n displaced by our concern about the 
Peo@e% Republic of China. 

!&. Speaker, Congress has begun to take 
a&m ati today addressed the issue of Tai- 
is2n’s :r-&vement in the international commu- 
* iri=: the passage of House Concurrent 
?=c:Lc,i 212. This resolution “urges the 
I- +cu& and Member States to support Tai- 
~3-13 rtempts to secure better representation 
x3 ti currently enjoys in international 0rganC 
:;“a * * **’ and Y* * * ask the United Na- 
?cns 5 investigate the possibility o! setting up 
a UrGM Nations working group to study the, 
m !or Taiwan to participate in the activities 
zf scd% answerable to the United Nations 
c Genefai Assembly l l l .‘I 

A: ?% same token, I understand the need to 
3e aware of the actions and decisions of the 
>e.+e’s Fiepublic of China. Obviously the 1.5 
m people living under People’s Republic of 
China r* are important. However, I think it is 
,x% Fzf the United States work to see our 
m h ?_he Republic of China are duly rec- 
-tied for their achievements and to make 
sue that Republic of China’s borders are se- 
tze. C-Y October i0. when’ the Republic of 
2&a debrates their 85th anniversary, we 
rere in Congress strould remember to con- 
zt+ztaz our friends on Taiwan and assure 
& sta: our relationship will remain strong. 
icxlse Cancurrent Resolution’212 is one step 
I: Be ri$ direction, but more needs to be 
x=%. 

3e Cd&=3 10 celebration marks the .con- 
xxzncz .of a longstanding friendship between 
zu MI count&s. as well as the founding oi 
2 Y& A-@n, I congratulate Taiwan on the 
zxs& of RS national day. 

‘.J.-. TC;‘,NS. Mr. Speaker, I wouM like to 
--” &ten&-~ ?o the 85th nat3nal day of the -. 
F&q of 3e Republic of China. Not only for 
E raz%! i&ementation of democratic policies 
z_-c -+zY7-s but also for its responsiveness to 
xs +x.zxes between our two countries 

-%e Gtpublic of China on Taiwan be _j_ ” 
-G-;<E: t7= congratulated on this historic oc- 
SC’. 

Z-c TX+ wzy to celebrate the Republic of 
:‘I-2.s r2:cmal day is for us to recognize Tai- 
-z-‘s cz..:gn to reenter the United Nations 
z_-,- -+a- _.. ._. ‘-rzmational organizations. There 
.;= . _-. j is rc reason to deny the Republic o! 
-‘-r mmrship in the United Nations. In _. 

-G-d, T&an’s membership in the United 
2.1.xs b ‘z total conformity with the U.N. 
7.~ cf tx+versality; will definitely contrib 
_TZ -2 xxe and stability in East Asia and will 
*1’* 2 .L-L _ L-xrests of the, United Sta:es. 
-- _- 

_*y’; UP F.z.2 taken a smal! step in advanc- 
‘I,: :-:I z-,;aign by the House adopting 
-rye Z;.-C_s-xt Resolution ?12, which sup 
xrz -a..*.= s entry into intemalional organi- 
-3-,-^F --_- _. 

In commern&ti& of iaiwan’s 85th national 
day, I extend greetings and best wishes to 
President, Lee Terg-Hui, foreign representa- 
tive, Ambassador Jason Hu. May Taiwan con- 
tinue to prosper and to one day soon be wel- 
comed back into the community of nations. 

Mr. GILMAN. Mr. Speaker, I do not 
have .any further requests for time on 
this measure, and I yield back the bal- 
ance of my time. 

Mr. HAMILTON. Mr. Speaker, I, too, 
yield back the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER. pro tempore (Mr. 
GUNDEMON). The question..& on the 
motion offered by the gentleman from 
New York [Mr. GILIUAN] that the House 
susmnd the rules and agree to the con- 
current resolution, House Concurrent 
Resolution 212, as amended. 

The question wss taken; and- (two- 
thirds having voted in favor thereof-) 
the rules were suspsnded; and the con- 
current resolution, as amended, was 
agreed to. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

GENERAL LEAVE 

Mr. GILMAN. Mr. Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent that all Members 
may have 5 legislative days within 
which to revise and extend their re- 
marks on the subject of the measure 
just considered. 

The SPEAKER pro ternpore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen- 
tleman from New York? 

There was no objection. 

REGARDMG PERSECUTION OF 
CHRISTIANS WORLDWIDE 

Mr. GILMAN. M;‘. Speaker, I move to 
suspend the rules and agree to the reso- 
lution (H. Res. 515) expressing the sense 
of the House of Representatives with 
respect to the persecution .of Christians 
worldwide, as amended. : 

The Clerk read as follows: 
H. R.Es. 515 

Whereas oppression and persecution of reli- 
gious believers around the world has 
cm?zg;d as one of the most compelling 
hu.man rights issues of the day. in particular 
tbe worldwide persecution and martyrdom of 
Christians persists at alarming levels, and 
this is an affront to the international moral 
community and to all people of conscience; 

Whereas in many places throughout the 
world. Christians are restricted in or forbid- 
den from practicing their faith. victimized 
by a “religious apartheid” that subjects 
them +& inhumane humiliating treatment, 
and are imprisoned, tortured, enslaved, and 
killed; 

Whereas in some countries proselytizing is 
forbidden and extremist elements persist un- 
checked by governments in their oampaigns 
to eradicate Christians and force conversions 
through intimidation. rape, and forced mar- 
riage; 

Whereas in several Islamic countries con- 
version to Christianity from Islam is a crime 
punishable by death and on Islamic court in 
Kuwait has denied religious liberty to a con- 
vert from Islam to Christianity; 

Whereas the militant Muslim Government 
of Sudan is waging what ‘its leader has de- 
scribed as a jihad (religious war) against 

Christian a-d othzf sds-Xxllm oitiz$n$ in 
the southern part of :te :z’;ntry, enforcing 
Shari’a (Islcmfc law) agaix-. non-Muslim Af- 
rican Sudarese. torturiz:. s-xrving. killing, 
and displacing over l.CO.l.CX people, and en- 
slaving tens of thousasCs ci women and chil- 
dren; 

Whereas -&day il S*:“_z i human being 
can be bough’, for as lict:e or: $15: 

Whereas Christians in CT..ra are now expe- 
riencing the worst persec-rion since the 
1970’s: 

Whereas ttere are mo?d ?ccumented cases 
df Christians in prison or ir some form of de- 
tention in C’hins that ir a=:- other country; 

Whereas both Evange:ical Protestant 
house church groups azcl &man Catholics 
have been targeted and Ilar,ed “a principal 
threat to political stablli;;-” by the Central 
~imnjf-ittee of the Comz-.xist Party of 

Wh&eas in recent mont3. tc separate in- 
cidents. 3 Chinese Chris:in:: ieaders were 
beaten to deash by Chinese a.:-&orities sim- 
ply because of their relipiolus acciv!ties: 

Whereas 3 Christian ieaders in Iran were 
kidnapped and murdered Cc2g I994 as part 
of a crackdown on the L-zan Christian 
community: 

Whereas severe persecutisr if Christians is 
also occurring ti North Korea. Cuba, Viet- 
nam, Indonesia (includLg Ezs: Timor). and 
in certain countries in the YXdIe East, to 
name only a few: 

Whereas religious libe-rzy is a universal 
right explicitly recognized iz numerous 
international agreements. inc:z%ng the Uni- 
versal Declaration of Human F&h= and the 
International Covenant on CirX and Politi- 
cal Rights: 

Whereas Pope John Paul II gently sound- 
ed a call against regimes that “practice dls- 
crimination against Jewx, Christians-. and 
other religious groups. going even so far a.3 
to refuse them the right to =eet- in private 
for prayer”. declaring that “-2s is.an intol- 
erable and unJustifiable vioktior. not only 
of all the norms of current ix.wr-ational law, 
but of the most fun&men-& >lman free- 
dom, that of practicing oLe’s :airh openly”, 
stating that this is for hums %ings “their 
reason for living”; 

Whereas the Xationa: _wiasion of 
Evangelicals in January 1996 ise;ed a State- 
ment of Conscience and Call ‘~3 -4ction. sub- 
sequently commended or erdczed by the 
Southern Bapt.lsr; Convention. -2e Executive 
Council of the Episcopal CZLT?. and the 
General Assembly of the Yesbyterian 
Church. United States of kr.er:z. in which 
they pledged to end their “silez= in the face 
of the azffering of all those persecuted for 
their religious faith” and “X Cc what is in 
our power to the er.d thas the Gc:ement of 
the United States uil! take a;;::;:‘-ate ao- 
tion to combat the i:r_o!erable re:ieous per- 
secution now %?c:irr,izing ft2:~ believers 
and those of other faiths”: 

Whereas the Woric Evarge:::~: I?l;owship 
has declared Sept*xLer 29. !%5. a=:. ;he last 
Sunday in Septe.mber eack yer ztereafter. 
as an international day of p--_:;?r jz behalf 
of persecuted Chris:fans. azd -3: Cay will 
be observed by rsmerr& cLz:hes and 
human rights groups aroazd ;tti x:r:&; 

Whereas the United States cf America 
since its founding has been a har%x of refuge 
and freedom to worship fo: t&e-ers from 
John Winthrop to mger Williz~s -X WZliam 
Penn and a have3 for the oppress&. apd has 
guaranteed freedom of worship :z 2s coun- 
try for people of a:1 faiths; 

Whereas historically the U?lixC Sores has 
in many instances failed io ir:e_~?ze suc- 
cessfully to stop anti-Chr%tia= iri ;r:?er re- 
ligious persecution; azd 

Whereas in the past the Uzl‘.+l S-ores has 
forceful:y taken up the cause cl rr+r per- 
secuted religious beiievers ar5 rt Cnited 



I :r?;.:lvockly condemrs she egredous 
z_y.;r --i-r ?t-s ..5..- es and denials of religi@us 
._r+:::- :.z Ckiscians and other persecuted 
_-‘.-LL. __.*_-_._ r:sazd The world snc calls upon the 
:+::qrsi‘::e regimes to cease such abuses: 

:. E-_T__Lf:y reccmmends that the Presi- 
iirr cx>zd azd invigorite United States 
:I:cx_-::TX~ advocacy on behalf of per- 
_. .--- C‘;_:s:is~s and othersyersecuted re!i- :c_ _ .c- 
~I~:z_sVa83i :L:~RM a thorough examinatioc of 
L ir;:ei Sa;es policies that affect per- 
=:;:& CT‘.ctlars’ _ . ‘. 

4 er.cz^‘;~~rs the F’resident to take orga- 
-_;1-.cza: s.:ep to strengthen: United States 
;~L:.i25 :t :on;bat religious persecution. in- 
_._2.-__ __ -_-__s tie creation of a special advisory 
:::_~.i::~~ ;cr religious Xoarty abroad wh!ch 
5~ .C a;;ro>riat.e manda;e and adeqsa’& 
z-i’: 3: -2 consider the appointment of a 
z:.:e 9r. 15e special advisor on religious per- 
MI I-CC’:: 2:$, 

i a;_::;-ts -ke actions of the Worid Evan- 
CL& FeXowship in declaring an annual 
~~:e~hZcr2iI day of prayer on behalf of *r- 
zeL.::*~ C~.-;,-+;i&rs. 

‘I1-? S?E_LKER pro tempore. Pursu- 
ct f?J rho rz:e. the gentleman from 
Sew York Izlr. GILMA!?] and :.he gen- 
e- __ 
-=._,a2 from Illinois [Mr. HMiJ.LTON] 
e;2 rz control 20 minutes. 

Z3e Chair recognizes the gentleman 
L-ors Sew York [Mr. GILMAN]. 

>L-. GILMAX. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
=seL’ such time as I may consume. 

LL-. Qzaker, House Resolution 515 
~:zi-e.rzs a worldwide human rights 
;-_ctiez 0. * incoierance which affects 
ill of ILC _-c?gardless i$ our religious per- 
s-on. It is a sad and assonishing 
:-zzzezx_z on o’ur time that we need 
I; cxs:Ge: such a resolution in this 
&zr azd aze. _ 

r*t i- remains an inccntrovertible 
fx;r <:a-, the persecution of Christians 
&_-d.sd zhe world for circumstances 
~-3~ from their faith is on the in- 
;_zzse. X%le the reasons that underlie 
-3 iccxase in bigor;ry, zealotry, and 
.zrcier&ce are many, the basic fact is 
-L; :kcusa;lds of men, women and 
cZ&en stifer because of the dictates 
cf :&eiz conscience. 

k:sieace aimed at one religion is 
z ;_.I=” up02 all reiigious freedom 
__1 i_ L: _-~:igi011s. It undermines a basic 
,:e-_*;r :f xr civilization that the in- 
zti-II_ti is free to decide for himself 
.- -= !x a%sies to worship, and that -_ 
=-- -.- a decision should be beyond the_ _^__ 
-xci cf governments or other individ- 
~3 10 react agzinst. 

_%z 2:s House has done countless 
-ces -4 pror,est abuses aimed at other 
Z<ts and faiths, we need to address the 
c.zzpZgr~ now underway in several 
;z~zz--,_;es to deny Christians their fun- 
%zes-& human rights. Religious free- 
----. is ___.i zot some manifestation of a 
rtxers c*zltural bias-it is a universal 
?.-::a~ r;.ght. There is no justifjcation 
-_-_ ___ r;:i,-:c;ls persecution, whether the 
-L_i’sr 11 

_- Je&, Christians, Muslims, 
-_..; ;*_; ___ _ A-‘_-2-z. or those of dther faiths. Re- 

ligiutis :‘: ezdom 1s intii?isib!e and must 
apply tqcslly to ali fait&. or no si.n.gle 
i.?iih ciir ever Sr safe from the scourge 
of ircslerince. 

T ccmmend :3e gent.1ema.n from Vir- 
ginia !Xr. \v(X.F] an& the other spon- 
sors of this resolution for bringing this 
matter before t.be Hoxe. Mr. PI~z?H. 
the &tin&shed Aairniin cf our Sub- 
csinmiLtee cn Internstionai Operations 
j.nd Human rights, is also a principal 
sponsor of ihis measure rnd ace mem- 
ber who always strives to keep the 
issue of religious freedom alive before 
us. I urge all members of the House to 
ioin In uassina t,his measure todav. 
Please vdte for kouse Resolution 515. _ 

Mr. HAMILTON. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself sllch time as I msy consume. 

Mr. Speaker. I rise in suppori of this 
resolution_ I want to commend the 
spocsor, the gentleman -from Virginia 
[Mb. WOLF] for drafting the resolution, 
to bring attention to this very serious 
internasional problem. I also want to 
commend t.h& gentleman from Califor- 
rAa [M.r. LANT~S~ for working to make 
it a bipartisan resolution and fcr 
broadening the reso!ution to condemr! 
persecution of all religious groups. I 
share my colleague’s cpposi tion to reii- 
gious persecution practices by any in- 
dividual or any governn1er.t. I want the 
United States to use all of its influence 
and leverage to halt such persecution. 

Mr. Speaker, this resolution provides 
yet another opportunity for Congress 
to show its support for efforts to end 
ail forms of religious persecution. I 
urge its adoption 

Mr. Smaker. I reserve ihe balance of 
my time. 

Mr. HAMILTON. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
5 minutes to the gant!eman from Vir- 
giaia mfr. WOLF]. the major sponsor of 
this measure. 

(Mr. WOLF asked and was given per- 
mission to revise and extend his re- 
marks.) 

Mr. WOLF. Mr. Speaker, as ldad 
sponsor of this resolution, I rise in 
strong support of House Resolution 515, 
a resolution condemning the persecu- 
tio3 of Christians around the ‘world. 
First, I want to thank Representative 
BILL GILMAN, chairman of the House 
International Relations Committee and 
Representatives CHRIS SMITH and TOM 
LANTOS, chairman and ranking member 
respectively of the Subcommittees on 
International Operations and Human 
Pights, for their support of the resolu- 
cion and their help in getting this 
measure through committee in such a 
short time. I commend the House lead- 
ership for bringing this timely resolu- 
tion to the floor this week. 

I also want to thank Michael Horo- 
witz of the Hudson Institute-and Nina 
Shea of the Puebla Program of Free- 
dom House for their ieadership on this 
issue. Michael and Nina have worked 
tirelessly in the past year sensitizing 
the American Christian community 
about Christian persecution and en- 
couraging action. I appreciate their 
hard work and their commitment to 
this compelling issue, which has been 
an important one for me for some tkme. 

Mr. Spez..ker. re:igiocs persecu ti 3rA 
did IIC)C disasperr witn the cold WU. :t 
is very .much al rVe ta.hay. iii mal~J- 
count.ries arour!d the world, peoyih of 
faith are forced :o endure severe perae- 
cution because they choose to wership 
Jesus Christ or adhere to the teachings 
of t.he Buddha dharma or practice zhe 
teachings of the Baha’u’lla (as is the 
case of th* Bahai’s) or otherwise prac- 
cite their falch. L Bosnia. thousands of 
Innocent men. women and children 
were alaugh+&red simply because they 
were Muslim. In Russia and some of 
t.he former Soviet republics, anti-Semi- 
r,ism persists. 

TUs reaolnticn focdses on persecu- 
tion of Cr,-isdans. First, it condemns 
persecut!on of Cbrlstians and the ‘calls 
upon resporsible regimes to cease such 
abuses. Sacond, it recommends that 
Lhe President expand and ictigGrate 
international advocacy efforts on be- 
half G: persecuted Christians. Third, it 
encourages the President to appoint a 
special advisor or advisory commissicjn 
to recommend ways I;O modify U.S. pol- 
icy to better address this problem. And 
fourth. it appiauds the World Evan- 
gelical Fellowship for deciszing an 
international day of prayer for per- 
secured CbxrlsLians. The Senate *znarL- 
mously passed a similar resolution on 
Tuesday, September 17. 

House Resolution 515 is the first reso- 
luticn in recent memory to focus spe- 
cifically on Christ!an persecution. it 
focuses on Christians not because per- 
secution of Christians is any more 
abominable than persecution bf Jews 
or Bahai’s or Buddhists. Persecuting a 
person becacse of his or her religious 
affiliatjon or be!iefs is abominable any- 
time .it occurs and should always & 
cordemned by the international com- 
munity. This resclution focuses on per- 
secution of Christians to bring atten- 
tion to a problem that is increasing in 
its regu!arity. its ferocity and its 
scope. One scholar has said that in the 
20th century, more Christians‘ have 
been killed for being Christian than iL 
any of t.he previous 19 centuries com- 
bined. 

We do not know the names of a!1 tci- 

day’s Christian martyrs, but. we do 
kDo* what happens to them: Imprisoa- 
ment and torture for attending Chris- 
tian worship services or Bible studies; 
criminai prosecation, harassment. and 
Lorture of believers for failing to reg- 
ister with government-sanctioned “re- 
ligious associations” run by atheists 
who are hostile to religious practice: 
systematic beatings of children who at- 
tend Christian schools; unpunished 
looting and burning of Christian 
churches, businesses and homes; pros- 
ecution and sometimes extrajudicial 
murder for charges brought under 
broadly construed “blasphemy laws”- 
laws designed to punish peoIjle for say- 
ing something negative against the 
prophet Mohammed: imprisonment for 
possession of Bibles: and prosecution, 
torture, and murder; of Christian con- 

verts. 
In Sudan, a country I have visited 

three times, women and children frcm 
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Southern Sudan (wno are mostly Chris- 
:ian or practice a traditional African 
reiigion) are literally sold into slavery. 
Some for as little as $15. The authori- 
-&an Government of Sudan, while 
:‘ighting for land and power, has de- 
clared a jihad against the people of the 
Sollth. Reports of forced Ielamization 
are prevalent. 

liuman rights groups and hurnani- 
tarian organizations have been report- 
ing for several years that humani- 
-Sian assistance, including food and 
medicine. is sften withheld from fami- 
:ies that refuse to convert to Islam. 
Freedom House reports that Christian 
boys are sent to the front lines as can- 
zon fodder. Entire villages have been 
re!ocated into so-called peace camps- 
squalid desert communities where food 
Gd water are scarce or nonexistent. 

C.N. Special Rapporteur Gasper Biro 
reported that in May 1995, soldiers in 
uniform executed 12 men, women, and 
cb.i?dren for refusing to convert to 
Islam. Christian leaders, including 
sie_rgy. have been assassinated. impris- 
owed, tortured, and flogged for their 
fach. 

Christians in many other countries 
a30 practice their faith in danger. Ear- 
iier this year, the Subcommittee on 
Izzernational Organizations and 
Huzman Rights, chaired by Representa- 
sire CHRIS SMITH, held a hearing on 
anti-Christian persecution where wit- 
nesses testified about persecution in 
So.rth Korea, Pakistan. China, Viet- 
zarn. .Mexico. and other places. We 
have heard reports of persecution of 
Assyrian, Christians in Turkey and 
evar,gelical Christians in the Oromo re- 
gion of Ethiopia. Human rights groups 
such as Human Rights Watch, Amnesty 
Inceernational. the Puebla Program of 
Freedom House, Christian Solidarity 
tiznational. Open Doors, Inter- 
zar;ional Christian Concern, and others 
cozi2ue to document case after case of 
Ctistian persecution around the 
world. 

Be’, the best human rights reporting 
:s t2e West only scratches the surface. 
Tzouands of voicales& nameless vic- 
zirrs suffer done. Families scared fcr 
:Leir lives cannot share their pain with 
rb^e xor!d. 

1”. Speaker, these kinds of abuses 
____,__ zot escape notice by the .4_mer- -..c- 
-A_ -ao?le, the Congress, or the ad- __c._ **_ 

yLtis-,ration if we are a Nation devoted 
13 rLe principles of freedom and dedi- 
:irei IO preservation of.human rights 
_:?TP and abroad. We cannot igncre suf- 
--ai-s if we are a Nation of compassion. __._I 

---ri’ recently, the American Chris- _._L__ 
-. _ ..c= c-,;r_munitjr has been relatively si- 
-;-- --I_ 02 this growii?g problem. There 
zs many Americans wto do not know 
-- ;;-derstand the suffering which their :_ ^i 
<+llo:c believers are forced to endure in 
z:zn:~:es that do -lot share our belief . :L ::c?rty and the self-evident trct’n 
__,_ .: .-__ J.. xen are creat,ed equal. 

-*..- -Li. enerica;? $u%tinn co,mmu- -__ i._.. _ 
-.__. __ . :-~s begun to educate itseii and 
--.. f:r Lction. T:?:s Suc~ia:;. rvor&lp- A_. 

_ : r. ZVfl‘ an2 hCr.&xd >:p.lI;US5 i;;i 

churches around the world will be o)>- 
serving the International Day of Pray- 
er for Persecuted Christians, a day for 
Christians to pray for the persecuted 
and pledge themselves to action. 

In January; the National Association 
of Evangelicals (NAE) issued a State- 
ment of Conscience and Call to Action 
pledging to end their “silence in the 
face of the suffering of all those per- 
secuted for their religious faith” and 
“to do what is in our power to the end 
that the Government of the United 
States will take appropriate action to 
combat the intolerable religious perse- 
cution.” The statement of conscience 
was subsequently .endorsed by the Ex- 
ecutive Council of the Episcopal 
Church, the Southern Baptist Conven- 
tion and the Presbyterian Church, 
United States of America. 

Pope John Paul II recently sounded a 
call &ainst regimes that L$ractice dis- 
crimination against Jews, Christians 
and other religious groups” declaring 
that “this is an intolerable and un- 
justifiable violation not only of inter- 
national law, but of the most fun- 
damental human freedom, that of prac- 
ticing one’s faith openly.” The U.S. 
Catholic Conference has decried the 
low priority religious freedom gen- 
erally receives in U.S. human rights 
poiicy and commended efforts to “give 
greater visibility to our government’s 
defense of religious liberty wherever it 
is denied.*’ 

Christian leaders such as Don Argue, 
presidept of the National Association 
of Evangelicals: Richard Land, presi- 
dent of the Southern Baptist Conven- 
tion: Chuck Colson. resident of Prison 
Fellowzhig; Ravi Zacharias. president 
of Ravi Zacharias. International Min- 
istries; and a wide range of inter- 
denominational leaders and scholars 
have urged greater attention to this 
problem. _ 

So, I urge you to support H&se Resolution 
515. It’s not about par&: Cs not about politics. 
It’s about religiou& liberty and ju&i. It’s 
about Mehdi Dibai. martvred in Iran in 1994. 
It’s about Bishop &I. a- 64year-old Catholic 
bishop imprisoned in China earlier this year, 
beaten with a wooden board until it broke in 
splinters, suspended upside down while being 
beaten, who has permanently lost his hearing 
due to repeated blows. It’s about l&year-old 
Salamat Masih, a young boy forced to give up 
his life in Pakistan after being accused of blas- 
pheming Mohammed. And it’s about To Ding 
Trung. a Vietnamese Christian evangelist 
serving time in Quang Ngai prison for “abus- 
ing his freedom as a citizen by propagating re- 
ligion illegally.” 

We are a great Nation and we are compas- 
sionate people. Vote “yes” on House Resoiu- 
Son 5i 5. 
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In closing, Mr. Speaker, I urge sup- 
port for the resolutjon. It is not about 
a party, it is not about politics, it is 
about religicus iiberLy and justice. It is 
regarding and about. ihose who :?ave 
been persecuted for their faith. 

This Congress, durii:g the 1980’S ailtl 
197!!‘S. stooo with c!lose persecuted 

i-r :I different religious beliefs. I &_ 
liev? that this is one of the finest 
ho-_-, that we stand for those-who s,re 
being persecuted for their Christian 
faith. and want to again thank ‘the 
chzirman. the gentleman from New 
York [Mr. GILMAN], for his efforts, the . gec:le_man from New Jersey [Mr. 
Smj for his efforts, the gentleman 
from California [Mr. LANTOS] for hfs-ef- 
forts. and the House leadership on both 
sides of the aisle for moving this im- 
por’%rzt bill. 

&l=. :XXMILTON. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
4 minutes to the distinguished gen- 
tleman from Tennessee [Mr. CLEMENT]. 

Mr. CLEMENT. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
the gentleman from Indiana [Mr.- I3.4xf- 
ILTOS] and thank the gentleman from 
New York [Mr. GILMAN], the gentleman 
from California [Mr. LANTOS]. and the 
gentleman from Virginia [Mr. WOLF]. 

Mr. Speaker, tcday I enjoy a privi- 
lege that can only be dreamed of by 
milI:ozs around the world. That privi- 
lege Is freedom: My freedom to express 
myself as I choose. My freedom to 
opetiy believe in God and to serve Him 
according to the dictates of my faith. 

Ye: ic is a tragic reality that mil- 
lions around the world are denied this 
fundamental right. The United States 
has rightly affirmed the U.N. Declara- 
tion of 19al stating that “Discrimina- 
tion between human beings on grounds 
of religion or belief constitutes an nf- 
front to human dignity * l * and shall 
be condemned as a violation of the 
huma3 rights and fundamental free- 
doms ;:oclaimed in the Universal Dec- 
laratign of Human Rights.” We have 
justly condemned human rights abuses 
again% Tibetan Buddhist& Bosnian 
Musli;ns. Soviet Jews. and others. 

Yet there are many, many more 
whose cries we must also hear. For too 
long, we have shlit them-out, peihaps 
because of ignorance. We can do so no 
longer. These are the cries of millions 
of CbXstians in countries across the 
world who are harassed, tortured, 
raped, imprisoned, or even executed for 
exercising the freedoms we in America 
so easily enjoy. 

In Vietnam, China, Egypt;. Iran. and 
other countries, government forces 
have Itiled and often brutaliy tortured 
pastors. priests, or converts to Chris- 
tianity;. Some have been beaten or tor- 
tured r,- “path. ._- i_ 

In the Sudan, government forces kid- 
nap c‘tildren, from Christian commu- 
nities a-d sell them as slaves and con- 
cubines. In China, Laos, and Cuba 
churches have been shut down or de- 
stroyed. 

In Saudi Arabia, the Sudan, and 
other co,zztries. conversion fro-m Islam 
to Christianity is punishable by death. 
In Paklsian. a terrible blasphemy law 
carries %e death penalty for any state- 
ment a@nsc the prophet Muhammed. 

Mr. Sc:azker, it is unjust for us to ig- 
nore ti.5 suffering of these mi!!ions 
when i: Lies wit’r,in our po:wr to re- 
spond ir. 53me measure. It is my iionor 
t.oda:; tZ :sin my colleagws ircm 6ot.h 
paxTie_; 13 sosponsorin, o- Holxe Resole- 
tion XI. :nxc&xed by Representative 
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WOLF. This resolution reaffirms OUr 
Lstoric commitment to religious free- 
dom, recommends appropriate meas- 
ures on the part of our government and 
applauds the designation of an annual 
international day for prayer for these 
brothers and sisters. This Sunday, Sep 
tember 29, I plan to exercise my own 
precious freedom to join in prayer for 
them with churches and citizens across 
America and in 117 other countries. 

Mr. Speaker, religious freedom is not 
the privilege of one group. It is a uni- 
versal right, and when the right. of one 
is trampled, the rights of others follow. 
May we, today, not be condemned by 
these famous, haunting words of a LU- 
theran pastor in Nazi Germany, which 
now hang on the walls of the U.S. Holo- 
caust Museum: . . 

l l l they came first for the Communists, 
and I didn’t speak up because I wasn’t a 
Communist. Then they came for the Jews, 
and I didn’t speak up because. I wasn’t a Jew 
l l l Then they eatne for the Catholics. and 
I didn’t speak up because I was & Protestant. 
Then they came for me, and by that time no 
one was left tc speak up. 

Mr. GILMAN. Mr. Speaker, I want to 
thank the gentleman for his eloquent 
words. 

Mr. Speaker, I am pleased to yield 3 
minutes to the distinguished gen- 
tleman from California [Mr. CAMP- 
BELL]. a member of our committee. 

(Mr. CAMPBELL asked and was 
given permission to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. CAMPBELL. Mr. Speaker, I 
thank the gentleman fcr yielding time 
to me. 

Mr. Speaker, today, we enact the res- 
olution; we do not enact the “whereas” 
clauses. That is an important distinc- 
tion that I wish to put on the record. I 
do not ask any of my brothers and sis- 
ters in this House of Representatives to 
vote no. because tie resolution itself in 
my view is perfectly appropriate, but 
several of the “whereas” clauses, it 
seems to me, unnecessarily bring us to 
the edge of possibly saying things with 
regard to the religion of Islam that 
wonld not be constructive, and also 
with regard to the conditions in China. 

i am concerned as well in the “where- 

I draw particular. attention to the 
“whereas” clause on page 2 of the com- 

as” clauses regarding the miiitant GOV- 

mittee print: ‘Whereas, in several Is- 
lamic countries conversion to Chris- 

ernment of the Sudan as waging a 

tianity from Islam is a crime punish- 
able by death.” 

This, I do not think is a helpful 
statement. I do not think it is helpful 

“Jihad.” Surely our cause today and 

to criticize a part of a religion in a 

the cause of good feeling and human 

book regarding a punishment for giving 
up the faith. and I note that in the 
Judeo-Christian religions, as well, to 

rights, 

the followers of Christian and Jewish 
of the Old Testament. the prohibition 

including 

for blasphemy is stoning, in the book 

religious 

of Deuteronomy. 

rights, 
would be advanced by not using the 

phrase “Jihad” 80 readily. It has, I 
think. a very powerful and notentiallv 
.misleading application in tdis context. 

As I understand the Quran. “Jihad” 
means struggle, but certainly in the 
popular sense in the United States 
today it would mean a war commanded 
by. as a matter of faith, and/or as part 
of Islamic religion. I think that is a 
great danger to use such a phrase re- 
garding the situation in the Sudan. 

Surely we could have accomplished 
just as much by saying that we con- 
demn the iarge-scale human rights 
abuses, killings, and slavery in the 
Sudan, some of which are done for reli- 
gious purposes, without using the ex- 
tremely danaerous and I think inflam- 
matory p&e “Jihad (religions war).” 

We have also a “whereas” clause that 
“Whereas an Islamic court in Kuwait 
has denied religious liberty to a con- 
vert to Islam from Christianity * * *.‘I 
If it is a religious court, surely that is 
a matter for the religion in question. If 
the death penalty was applied. then 
that is a matter of human rights, but 
there is no allegation that it was ag 
plied; once more, a possible confusion 
of what is written in a book of ancient 
antiquity and what is actual practice. 

Lastly, in reference to China, I think 
it would have been more profitable not 
to condemn China wholesale, but rath- 
er the snecific instances at issue of dis- 
crimination and human rights abuses. 

So, in conclusion, Mr. Speaker, I 
thank the gentleman for giving me the 
opportunity to speak in what I hope is 
a moderating tone, to insist that we 
are fair and do not add to the flames of 
difficulty in passing this resolution, 
but not in endorsing all of the “where- 
as” clauses 

Mr. GIL&L Mr. Sneaker. I am 
pleased to yield 5 minutes to the gen- 
tleman from New Jersey [Mr. Shfrrxl. 
the distinguished chairman of the Sub- 
committee on International Operations 
and Human Rights of the Committee 
on International Relations, who has 
been a long time and continuing advo- 
cate of this measure. 

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr. 
Speaker. I thank my good friend, the 
gentleman from New York [Mr. Gz- 
Man]. for yielding time to me. 

In recent years. Pakistani Christian 
Javid Mashi was martyred; Iranian 
Christians, including Bishop Haik, 
have been killed and martyred by those 
reg:mes: Catholic and Protestent 

Mr. Speaker, I rise in strong support 
of House Resolution 515. offered by my 
good friend and colleague, the gen- 
tleman from Virginia [Mr. WOLF], who 

Chmch leaders in China, as well as ‘or: 

has been a tireless ally in defending the 
helpless, the imprisoned, the enslaved, 

dinary believers, are regularly being 

and the persecuted, particularly per- 
secuted Christians. I want to commend 
my colleague for authoring this legis- 
lation and recognizing the modern-day 
travesty of religious intolerance, im- 
prisonment, and increasingly, the 
growing numbers of people who are 
martyrs. 

arr-ris;ed, regularly heicg beaten and 
c-cd by the dictatorshiD. 

i ha;e led three human rights trips 
ta the People’s Republic of China, Mr. 
Spker. I have seen people in this 
co._mtry, the community that has made 
i: to this couutry and gotten asylum. 
azd also people who have risked much 
to :ell stories in China itself, about the 
iLc:edible repression that the house 
chr;-ch movement and the Ca’;holic 
Church that is aligned with Rome en- 
dures on behalf of their belief in Christ. 
I: is unbelievable, the beatings, the 
nLddle of the night visits by the secu- 
tit,- police, who drag them off to be in- 
terrogated. and then the long incarcer- 
scions for their faith. 

_U a matter of fact, we met with one 
bkhop who is aligned with Rome who- 
actually celebrated mass in his apart- 
mezt. only to be arrested and then get 
:t-own back into prison for that ex- 
pression of his religious belief, having 
a&ady spent more than a dozen years 
in kcarceration because of his faith. 

We see that the same thing is hap- 
peting in Vietnam. There are a number 
of believers who are not aligned with 
o:?‘.cially recognized churches, which 
are controlled by the dictatorship, who 
a? languishing in prison and often 
be@ tortured and imprisoned for their 
ftirh. 

Yr. Speaker, the Subcommittee on 
Izrernationai Operations and Human 
Xghts. which I chair, held a series of 
hearings in the springtime on religious 
pe_rsecution, and we spent an entire day 
loo-&rig at the rising tide of persecu- 
tion against ChristialL.. 

. cl 1700 
The most compelling stories at that 

hearing and those that were submitted 
x us came from the actual victims 
who told us of the sufferings and of 
w-hat they had endured. Persecution oc- 
CL’I in countries including Egypt, In- 
1: resia. Iran, Morocco, Pakistan, 
Szzdi Arabia, the Sudan, and Turkey, 
where Government policies repress re- 
incus practice and where Islamic ex- 
::e_mists stir public uprisings against 
C’=r%tians, particularly those who seek 
r.: s&re their faith and perhaps to wit- 
=I-= for Christ or those who convert 
?c.m Islam to Christianity. People can 
‘-- ‘killed simply for changing their c_ 
f~.~h. Where is the religious freedom in 
--- -== countries where that is prac- _-__” 
:l:e*? 

Ptrsecution also occurs, as I said, in 
TLC People’s Republic of China, in 
C:~L. in Laos. North Korea, and Viet- 
- :- where Communist regimes feel --, 
rrreatened by Christians whose faith 
.i:imately transcends the reach and 
c:=:rol of political authorities. 

-- many parts of the world, those in 
>r?:ical power rightly see that the 
:_- L-e? freedom and human dignity in- 
‘rerent in the Christian faith under- 
:?es the pervasive thought control 
i=>osed by those dictatorial regimes. 
_:@cal!y, the testimony heard by our 
s:‘:sommittee confir.med that in coun- 
rr’.es governed by antidemocratic and 



;r. :i-Western regimes. Chris:itns even 
‘:;J ::=I* the scapegoats a:1(1 as a mea,ns 
I: Y~CG and popularize hatred of the 
P.‘est and of the United States. 

F_na!:y, Mr. Speaker, the worldwide 
-,+_zec2iion of Christians continues to 
:tis day, and regrettably it is on the 
::ze. o~?e of the most compe!lir?g human 
riatts issues in mtidern times. Tke 
-- --.-rdom of Christians has reached . ..c -_. 
&ts5;!irely staggering and shocking 
:?-x:s in this .C’entury. Pecple of con- 
zciezce have committed themselves to 
;rz:,‘er and to action on behalf of those 
~50 are suifering. 

i corxiend the National Association 
of E:-angelic& for their clarion call to 
zcrion. Pope John Paul II earlier this 
rear denounced the persecution of 
C’Lzstians by Islamic extretists and 
i:,- Communist regimes. The Wor!d 
Z:azge!ical Fellowship has spear- 
tetied an international day of prayer 
fcr the persecuted church. The first ax- 
2-4 day of prayer is set for Sunday, 
Se;ze.mber 29. 

3?. Speaker, the gentleman from 
Vk3inia [Mr. WOLF] has raised all of 
o’z attention for years to this. I have 
t:tre!ed with him to such disparate 
;:aces as the PRC and Romania, and 
we have seen persecuted Christians. 
‘23 is another manifestation cf his 
ctccern for our suffering brethren. I 
5cpe everybody votes for this and sup- 
porzs it and joins in this effort to pro- 
tii.da freedom and some heir, for our suf- 
fering brethren. 

Mr. GILMAN. MR. Speaker, I thank 
tie gentleman for his strong support- 
2; zxument-s and for pushing this 
m&&e through at this time. - 

Mr. CUNNINGHAM. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
l bcay to t&u!4 the gentleman from Virginia 
l?&. WolFl for brinoina House Resolution 515 
&w&. Hk is a le&e;on the issue of protect- 
ing human rights of people around the world. 
Ad I am thankful that he has brought notii 
to this House the tragic increase of anti-Chris- 
tian bigotry and persecution around the world. 

America is the land of religious freedom, 
and should be a defender of religious Iii. 
We stand for a person’s right to practice a 
:X%3. We have long sin& been familiar with 
a-%-Semitism around the wor!d. which contin- 
ues to rear its ugly head. Many lawmakers 
habe stood tall to fight that scoqe. But we 
are here today because a new kind of perse- 
ct3r. anti-Christian persecution, is on the 
72-e. 

‘7 Sudan, China, Iran, Vietnam, and India, 
2-d. I regret, in other counties as well, Chris- 
X-S are being punished for believing in Jesus 
C--d or for possessing a Bible. For merely 
acsnowiedging the Scripture, Christians in 
:=se countries risk being kidnapped, killed, 
r&, and subjected to many other forms of 
:-s;re. This is an affront to the international 
ETrnunity and to all people of conscience. 

;s a nation, the United States was founded 
c:. 3e basis that the Freedom of Religion was 
a f&c human right. As elected representa- 
t.+s serving in a hall that declares “In God 
‘<it Trust,” we in Congress have an obligation 
:Z soak out when religious freedom is denied. 

7:;s resoluticn today affirms the commit- 
--f-! of Congress to ccndemri the threats to 
.e ;.CUS !iber!y around the world, on behalf of 

&istlens and other persecuted peoole sf 
kiith. I call cn all :ny colleagues to join cls 
today iii support of House Resolution 515. 

Again, i thank the gent!eman from Virginia 
IMr. WOLF] for his leadership on this issue and 
I yield back the balance of my time. 

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise in support of House Resolution 515, of- 
fered by my good friend and colleague, Mr. 
!%LF of Virginia, who has been a tireless ally 
in defending the helpless. the imprisoned, the 
enslaved, and the persecuted-particularly 
persecuted Christians. I commend my col- 
!eague for authoring this resolution which rec- 
ognizes the modern day travesty of religious 
intolerance, imprisonment and even martyr- 
dom. 

In recent years, Pakistani Christian Javid 
Mashi was martyred; Iranian Christian Mehdi 
Dibaj, Minister Tatecs Michaelian and Bishop 
Haik Hovespian-Mehr were martyred; Catholic 
and Protestant church leaders in China, as 
well as ordinaq believers, are regularfy being 
arrested, beaten and fined: Christians in 
Sudan have been executed, enslaved, tor- 
tured, and sent into forced labor for their re- 
fusal to convert to Islam; for the last 18 years, 
about one dozen Catholic priests and monks 
in Vietnam have been imprisoned; in nearby 
Cuba, Pastor Orson Vila remains under house 
arrest following his 10 months imprisonment. 
Mr. Speaker, the entire century has been 
plagued with the martyrdom and persecirtion 
bf religious leaders and their faithiul flocks- 
the number of Caulolic. Evangelical. and Or- 
thodox Christians who have died for their faith 
will never be fully accounted. 

The Subcommittee on International Oper- 
ations and Human Rights, which I chair, held 
hearings this past spring on religious persec’u- 
tion. particirlarly Christian per&ution. The 

themsetves Persecubon occurs in cou&es 
most compelling stories were from the vic,~ms 

such as Egypt. Indonesia. Iran. Morocco, Paki: 
stan. Saudi Arabia, Sudan and Turkey, where 
government policies repress religious practice 
and where Islamic extremists stir public 
uprisings against Christians, particularly those 
who seek to share their faith or those who 
convert from Islam to Christianity. 

Persecution also occurs in China, Cuba, 
Laos, North Korea and Vietnam, where Com- 
munist regimes feel threatened by Christians 
-se faith ultimately transcends the reach 
and control of political authorities. In many 
parts of the works, those in political power 
rightly see that the inner freedom and human 
dignity inherent in the Christian faith under- 
mines the pervasive control sovght by dictate 
rial regimes. Tragically. the testimony heard by 
the Subcommittee confirmed that, in countries 
governed by anti-democratic, anti-Western re- 
gimes, Christians become scapegoats as a 
means to vent and popularize hatred of the 
West and of the United States. 

Cleariy, if the United States is to retain its 
moral leadership, we must initiate policies that 
distance the United States from governments 
which engage in these p+rsecuiions. or allow 
rampages against the Christian communities 
and believers to go unchecked. The United 
States must seek to insure that the inalienable 
right to freedom of religion, along with the con- 
comitant rights of freedom of speech, assem- 
bfy. and the freedom to change one’s religion, 
are supported through the United States for- 
eign policy. Governments and tyrannical reli- 
gious groups must tze pu! on notice that per- 

SeWGor c‘ O&Cans violates numerous inter- 
national :-?aties ano covenants and will not be 
toleratec bj the United States. The Unites 
States rctist exercise decisive leadership and 
consisterZy raise these issues in bi!ateral ne- 
gotia: 3s and relations, and in multilateral 
iora. 

My colleagues, Mr. WOLF and Mr. PORTER, 
and I ha? encouraged the White House to ap 
point a Smial Advisor on matters of religious 
perseceon. Recent press reports indicate that 
a specia: advisory committee is being ap- 
pointed. headed by Department of State As- 
sistant Secretary John Shattuck. While the 
stated rrzzdate of the committee has not been 
made pcoiic. I would suggest that the man- 
date be unequivocal with a focus on the trag- 
edy of religious persecution, particularly of 
Christians. The committee should have pre- 
cise re@ng deadlines. Proposing specific. 
recommendations of policy. diplomatic action 
and other initiatives appropriate for govern 
ment to undertake should be part of the com- 
mittee’s mandate. 

The woddwide persecution of Christians is 
one of tse moat compelling human rights is- 
sues in modem times. The martyrdom of 
Christians has reached alarming levels in this 
century and people of conscience have com- 
mitted themselves to prayer and to action on 
behalf of Uxxe suffering. I commend the Na- 
tional association of Evangelical for their clar- 
ion call to action. Pope John Paul II. earlier 
this year, denounced the persecution of Chris- 
tians oy isiamist ar.d communist regimes. The 
World Evangeiii Fellowship has spear- 
headed an international day of prayer for the 
persecuted church. The first annual day of 
prayer is set for Sunday, September 29 I urge 
my friends and colleagues of all faiths to join 
in this c=29 to action. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to sup 
oort the resolution before the House. House 
kesolutbn 515. 

Mr. FCRTER. Mr. Sneaker. I would like to 
thank my fried and colleague from Virginia for 
introducing this important piece of legislation 
and for hi leadership on this issue. I am 
proud to be a wsponsor of this outstanding 
resolution. 

The persecution of Christians throughout the 
woti is a serious and growing problem, but it 
has re&& surprisingly little attention in the 
mainstrezrn media. According to the World 
Christian Encyclopedia, 160.000 Christians are 
killed e.scY year for practicing their faith. The 
Congressional Human Rights Caucus held a 
briefing for Members on March 7 of this year. 
We he& from various experts about the 
widespread persecution of Christians in China, 
Iran, VieTam, North Korea, Cuba, Pakistan, 
Sudan, a-d Egypt. 

In .SX?O. Chris&n women and children as 
young as six are captured and sold into slav- 
&y & w of the ‘Sudanese Government’s 
iihad acdnst Christianity. in China, churches 
&d re&s texts are -destroyed and Chris- 
tians are regularly jailed. Recently, three 
Christian leaders in China were beaten to 
death by Chinese authorities. In Kuwait. Rob- 
ert Husse;n was sentenced to death for con- 
verting !c Christianity. Thede are just a few of 
the htie examples of how Christians 
througk-i the world are harassed and op- 
presseo. ;s it any surprise that among the 
worst c%ders are the last remaining totali- 
tarian re; -es where religious freedom does 
not exis:’ 












