In Congress 1996.

On September 24, 1996 the United States Congress enacted a law establishing a
Committee within the Department of State to monitor Religious persecutions world wide. All
civilized people would applaud such a Committee if it were created to monitor, and seek to
protect, the religious liberty of all people who hold sincere religious beliefs, whether these
beliefs were of a superstitious or non-superstitious nature. But the “debate,” if it can be called
that, was only concerned with the protection of believersin the Lower Religions; and not only
those of the lower, believing, religions in general but especially those of the Christian religion.

The religious works on this CD were written by dedicated believersin the higher,
thinking, religions generally called Freethought — Rationalism, Atheism, Secularism, Deism,
Humanism, etc. These religions were growing so rapidly at the turn of the twentieth century that
it was believed that Freethought would be the dominant religious belief in America, and in
Western Europe, within fifty years. The growth of this great religious movement was stopped in
America by the Government of the United States that suppressed the spread of the Higher
Religions, and the natural evolution of religions from lower to higher forms, by equating the
higher religions with such unrelated political and economic ideologies as Anarchism,
Communism, Bolshevists, Subversives and other declared or assumed enemies of the State. This
destruction of Religious Liberty began in earnest with the largest, and most shameful, of the
Palmer Raids, January 2, 1920, (at 9 p.m.) when the Government raided -- with the aid of certain
Vigilante groups -- organizations, public meeting halls and homes of individuals. Thousands of
people were arrested in this raid (10,000 or more, 700 in New Y ork City alone) that took placein
70 American cities at the same time, the prisoners were locked up in makeshift, unsanitary,
holding pins and buildings for days. the papers said the day after the Raid that the prisoners
appeared with black eyes and bloody heads.

Many kinds of beliefs and organizations were included in that Raid, but the Raid
certainly included Freethought groups that were the backbone of Patriotic organizations that
demanded a strict separation between State and Church. In time the defenders of the
Constitution were able to have the mass charges dismissed, and those who were hastily deported
were allowed to return to their homes and children. This Raid was the start of a determined
movement to suppress the Liberty of non-superstitious religionsin America. Today, in complete
disregard of the U.S. Constitution, the Federal Government officially Establishes their preferred
religions and discriminates against those religions the Government refuses to establish. The
dedicated religious thinkers who wrote the Works on this CD would have NO religious liberty in
Americatoday, because the U.S. Government refuses to recognize, and Establish, Freethought
religions on an equal bases that it unconstitutionally Establishes superstitious religions.

Knowing the history of this ongoing religious suppression in America, it is natural that
one would take alarm at the first step to spread this Government religious Establishment
(oppression) throughout the world, and to enforce it with American soldiers.

Emmett F. Fields
Bank of Wisdom
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st% nct aflowed to be a part of vital inter-
nasenal organxzatlons Congrass took the first
step today in bringing about a change in this

porcy. . .

Withcut question their economic status and
legal system more than gualify them for mem-
bersiip in the World Trade Organization, but
the Pecple’'s Republic of China, which is not
~eary as economically stable as the Repubiic

of Chrina, believes it must be admitted first.

The 2° million people of Taiwan certainly de-
servs representation in the United Nations, but

again, :he People’'s Republic of China will not:
t Given America’s close relationship .

aicw
with e Peoples Republic of China, it would
a2opear as though our friendship with Taiwan
has been displaced by our concern about the
Peogie's Republic of China.

Mr. Speaker, Congress has begun to take
acgon a2nd today acddressed the issue of Tai-
wan's irvolvement in the international commu-
nity w5 the passage of House Concurrent
Rascivion 212, This resolution “urges the
Counca and Member States to support Tai-
~am's attempts to secure better representation
san it currently enjoys in international organi-
zatons T T ™ and “* * * ask the United Na-
*‘wns o investigate the possibility of seiting up

nitec Nations working group to study the:

W ‘or Taiwan to participate in the activities
* becies answerable to the United Nations
General Assembly * * "

At the same token, | understand the need to
e aware of the actions and decisions of the
Fecpie’s Republic of China. Obviously the 1.5
o3bon people living under People’s Republic of
China ruse are important. However, | think it is
tal that the United States work to see our
friends in the Republic of China are duly rec-
ogrized for their achievements and to make
sure that Republic of China's borders are se-
=ire. Cn October 10, when the Republic of

Cnina celebrates their 85th anniversary, we.

nere in Congress should remember to con-
Jratstate our friends on Taiwan and assure
Tem tha: our relationship will remain strong.
=ouse Concurrent Resolution'212 is one step
r the right direction, but more needs to be
xoNe. .

The Cctober 10 celebration marks the .con-
sruance of a longstarling friendship between
or two countries, as well as the founding of
2 nafon. Again, | congratulate Taiwan on the
axasion of its national day.

e TOWNS. Mr. Speaker, | would like to
=z aftention to the 85th national day of the
urang of the Republic of China. Not orly for
= raceC imoiementation of demccratic policies
reforms but also for its responsiveness-to
czznces between our two countries
2 Szpublic of China on Taiwan be

anc congratulated on this historic oc-

orooer way to celebrate the Republic of
nE's res *ﬁ.al day is for us to recognize Tai-
~2"~'s campagn to reenter the United- Nations
=7 ctmer ‘~arnational organizations. - There

-3 're.'oership in the United Nations. in
. ~and, Taiwan's membership in the United
“eooes s in total conformity. with the U.N.
‘f"t:}e cf universality; will definitely contrib-
hi cezce a"d stability in East Asia and will
zrests of the: United States.
rave taken a smau step in advanc-
ca—zeign by the House adopting
cncwr2nt Resolution 212, which sup-
awzr's entry into internafional organi-

is o reason to deny the Republic of.
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In commerroration of Taiwan’s 85th national

_day, 1 extend greetings. and best wishes to

President Lee Teng-Hui, foreign representa-
tive, Ambassador Jason Hu. May Taiwan con-
tinue to prosper and to one day soon be wel-
comed back into the community of nations.

Mr. GILMAN. Mr. Speaker, I do not
have any further requests for time on
this measure, and I yield back the bal-
ance of my time. :

Mr. HAMILTON. Mr. Speaker, I, too,
yield back the balance of my time. .

The SPEAKER .pro tempore (Mr.
GUNDERSON). The question.is on the
motion offered by the gentleman from

New York {Mr. GILMAN] that the House .

suspend the rules and agree to the con-
current resolution, House Concurrent
Resolution 212, as amended.

The question was taken; and. (two-'

thirds having voted in favor thereof)
the rules were suspsnded; and tae con-
current resolution, as amended, was
agreed to. '

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. GILMAN. Mr. Speaker, I ask
uranimous consent that all Members
may have 5 -legislative days within

which to revise and extend their re-
marks on the subject of the measure:

just considered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from New York?

There was no objection.

REGARDING PERSECUTION OF
CHRISTIANS WORLDWIDE

Mr. GILMAN. M7, Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and agree to the reso-
lution (H. Res. 515) expressing the sense

of the House of Representatives with .

respect to the persecution of Christians
worldwide, as amended.
The Clerk read as follows:
H. RES. 515

Whereas oppression and persecution of reli-
gious believers around the 'world has
emarged a3 one of the most compelling
human rights. issues of the day, in particular
the worldwide persecution and martyrdorn of
Christians persists at alarming levels, and
this is an affront to the international moral
community and to all people of conscience;

_Whereas in many places throughout the
world, Christians are restricted in or forbid-
den from practicing their faith, victimized
by a “religious apartheid that subjects
them to inhumane humiliating treatment,
and are imprisoned, tortured, enslaved, and
killed;

Whercas in some countries proselytizing is
forbidden and extremist elements persist un-
checked by governments in their campaigns
to eradicate Christians and force conversions
through intimidation, rape, and forced mar-
riage;

Whereas In several Islamic countries con-
version to Christianity from Islam is a crime
punishable by death and on Islamic court in
Kuwait has denied religious liberty to a con-
vert from Islam to Christianity;

Whereas the militant Muslim Government

f Sudan is waging what ‘its leader has de-
scribed as a jihad (religious war) against
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Christian and othaf mon-Muslim citizens in
the southern part of the ccuntry, enforcing
Shari‘a (Islamic law) agaizs: non-Muslim Af-
rican Sudarese. torturing. starving, killing,
and displacing over 1,000.0C people, and en-
slaving tens of thousands ¢y women and chil-
dren;

Whereas tcday ia Sugdziz a human being
can be bought for as little a= $15;

Whereas Christians in C:.za are now expe-
riencing the worst persecu:ion since the
1970's;

Whereas there are more ::cumented cases
"of Christians in prison or iz some form of de-
.tention ir Chipa thar iz azy other country;

Whereas both Eva.nge..cal Protestant
house church groups azd Roman Catholics.
nave been targeted and na:r.ed ““a, principal
threat to political stability" by the Central
Committee of the Con. vazist Pa.rty of
China;

Whereas in recent monshs. in separate in-
cidents, 3 Chinese Chriszizz ieaders were
beaten to death by Chinese aitborities sim-
ply because of their relirious activities;

\Whereas 3 Christian leaders in Iran were
kidnapped and murdered durizg 1994 as part
of a crackdown on the Iazian Christian
community;

Whereas severe persecution of Christians is
also occurring in North Korea, Cuba, Viet-
nam, Indonesia (including Ezs= Timor), and
in certain countries in the Middle East, to

"name only a few;

Whereas religious liberty :s a universal
right explicitly recognize¢ ir numerous
international agreements, incizding the Uni-
versal Declaration of Human F.ights and the
International Covenant on Civil and Politi-
cal Rights;

Whereas Pope John Paul II ~ecently sound-
ed a call against regimes tha: practice dis-

. crimination against Jews, Christians, and

other religious groups, going even 8o far as
to refuse them the right to —ee:t in private
for prayer’, declaring that “t2is is.an intol- .
erable and unjustifiable violazon, not only
of all the norms of current iztercational law,
but of the most fundamenta® -uman free-
dom, that of practicing ore’s faizh openly”,
stating that this is for humaz “2ings *‘their
reason for living'’;

Whereas the National Association of
Evangelicals in January 1996 isszed a State-
ment of Conscience and Call to Action, sub-
sequently commended or ercdomsed by the
Southern Baptist Convention, =2 Executive
Council of the Episcopal Churc>., and the
General Assembly of the Presbyterian
Church, United States of America. in which
they pledged to end their “‘silezcs in the face
of the suffering of all those persecuted for
their religious faith™ and “‘to éc¢ what is in
our power to the end that the Government of
the United States will take appropriate ac-
tion to combat the iztolerab £ious per-
secution now victimizing believers
and those of other faiths™;

Whereas the World Evangel!
has declared September 29, 1565,
Sunday in September each yez-
as an international day of pra
of persecuted Christians, and
be observed by rumercis ck
human rights groups around the %

Whereas the United States ¢
since its founding nas been a harter ﬂf refuge
and freedom to worship for believars from
John Winthrop to Roger Williams =c William
Penn and a haven for the oppr . and has
guaranteed freedom of worship
try for people cf ail faiths;

Whereas historically the Unized

< day will

zes and

cessfully to stop anti-Christiac

ligious persecution; and
Whereas in the past the Uzi

forcefully taken up c‘*e cause
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Na-
ion no the priaciples of

ommix.mem 10 the

ocally condemns the egregious

;ses and denials of religicus

tians and other persecuted
~und the world anc cells upon the

ivle -egnmes to cease such abuses;

3 -ef*cmmends than the Presi-

advocacy on behalf of per-
iens and other.persecuted reli-
niate a thorough examinatior of
taies policies that alfect rper-
tef Coristians:

4 encourages the President to take orga-

> combat reiigious persecution, in-
ite creation of a special advisory

£ Jor *e“gxou ic’»e"t,v abroad walch
Topriate mandaie and adequate
- <o consider the appeintment of a

e Zcuse special advisor on religious per-

=8} day of prayer on behalf of per-
seozted Coristians.

The SPDAKER pv‘o tempore. Pursu-
_le gentleman Irom

bﬂf 5enuexuan 1L UIIL
GILM4N] and the gen-

! control 20 minutes.
hajr recognizes the gentleman
York iMr. GILMAN].

a
9 E

2
g
1L’(
'/
s;

M, GIL}‘ AN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
—7se2lf suck time as I may consume.
M-, Rpeaker, House Resoclution 515

a worldwide human rights
intolerance which affects

f,"‘ A e -A:vn rAlace Af our v-n'h:nnne nar-
all of regardless gf our religious per

szasjon. Tt is a sad and astonishing
JomImerntery on our time that we need

such a reseiution in this

T2t it 1‘emams an 1uccntrovert1ble
a2t that the persecution of Christians
asound the world for circumstances

e=ising fr m their faitk is on the in-
c-ease. While the reasons that underlie
increase in bigotry, zealotry, and
erznce are many, the basic fact is
“=at thcusands of men, women and
=ildren suffer because of the dictates
2Z their conpscience.

Intolerance aimed at one religion is
upon all reiigious freedom
~eligions. It undermines a basic
ep: of our civilization that the in-
ividual is free to decide for himself
re wishes to worship, and that
& decision should be beyond the
of zmemments or other 1nu1v1d-
to react against.

: Houce ha.s done count]ess

now underway in several
s to deny Christians their fun-
zal human rights. Religious free-
not some manifestation of a
. cultural bias—it is a universal
ight. There ic no justification
Tous persecution, whether the
s Jews, Christians, Muslims,
:32s. or those of other faiths. Re-

e s

I

~al steps o strengther United States -

.rom D_znois [Mr. HAMILTON]-

intolerance.

I cemmend the gentleman from Vir-
ginia [dr. WoLF) and the other spon-
sors of this resolution {or bringing this
matter before the House. Mr. SMITH,
the distinguished chairman ¢f our Sub-
coinmivtee on International Operations
axd Human rights, is also a principal
sponsor of this measure and one mem-
ber who aiways strives to keep the
issue of religious freedom alive before

neg. I uree zll members of the Hpuse to
us. I Urge ail mempers o1 tne nouse

join in passing tkis measure today.
Plea.se vote for House Resclution 515.
Mr. BAMILTON. Mr. Speaker, 1 yiel
mysell such time as I msy consume.
Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of this
resciution. T wapt to commend the
sponsor, the gentleman from Virginia
{Mr. WoLF] for drafting the resolution
to bring attention to this very serious
international problem. I also want to
commend the gentleman from Califor-
nia {Mr. LANTOS] for working to make
it a bipartisan resolution and fcr
broadening the resolution to condemn
persecution of all religious groups. 1
share my colleague's epposition to reii-

oipneg narcacntion mracticag hy any in-
Si0US pRISCCULMICH PralUlClsS Oy poes

dividual or any government. I want the
United States to use all of its influence
and leverage to halt such persecution.

Mr. Spesker, this resolution provides
yvet another opportunity for Congress
to show its support for efiorts to end
all forms of religious persecution. I
urge its edoption.

Mr. Speaker, 1 reserve t,ne bala.nce of
my time.

Mr. HAMILTON. Mr. Speaker, I yield

(=N

5 minutes to the gentleman from Vir-

ginia (Mr. WOLF], the major sponsor of
{his measure.

(Mr. WOLF asked and was given per-
mission to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. WOLF. Mr. Speaker, as lead
sponsor of this resolution, I rise in
strong support of House Resolution 515,
a resolution condemning the persecu-
tion of Christians around the world.

THwat T vwant ¢ma +hanls Darvrnacantation
L1030, &4 Walle vU uhdiilia .Llccyl.c.‘cuua-cu Ve

BILL GILMAN, chairman of the House
Internatiopal Relations Committee and
Representatives CHRIS SMITH and TOM
LANTOS, chairman and ranking member
respectively of the Subcommittees on
International Operations and Human
Rights, for their support of the resolu-
tion and their help in getting this
measure through committee in such a
short time. I commend the House lead-
pmhin for hnmrinp' this hmp'lv rpqn]n-

ticn to the ﬂoor thls week.
I also want to thank Michael Horo-

write A€ Fha TTndean Tnagtitnits and Nina
witz of the Hudson Institute and Nina

Shea of the Puebla Program of Free-
dom House for their leadership on this
issue. Michael and Nina have worked
tirelessly in the past year sensitizing
the American Christian community
about Christian persecution -and en-
couraging action. I appreciate their
hard work and their commitment to
this compelling issue, which has been
an 1mporta.nt; one for me for some time.

-ligions associations”

Afr & Des ker
T, SDER I,

did rot d.s..“

is very much
countries around the world, peopia of
faith are forced to endure severe perse-
cution because they choose to worship
Jesus Christ or adhere to the teachings
of the Buddha dharma or practice the
teschings of the Baha'u'lla (as in the
case of the Bahai's) or otherwise prac-
tice their faith. 1n Bosnia, thousands of
innocent men. women and children
were slaughtered simply beczuse they
were Muslim. In Russia and some of
the former Soviet r*mmhho:: anci-Semi-

tism persists.
This resoluticn focuses on persecu-

tion of Christians. First, it nnvwinmne
tion of Christians. ¥irsg, CLGEINS

persecution of Christians and the calls
upon responsible regimes to cease such
gbuses. Second, it recominends that
the President expand and invigorate
international advocacy efforts cn be-
half of persecuted Christians. Third, it
encourages the President t¢ appoint a
special advisor or advisory commission
to recommend ways to modify U.S. pol-

-icy vo better address this problem. And

fourth, it appiauds the World Evan-
gelical Fellowship for declaring an
international dey of prayer for per-
secuted Christians., The Senate tnani-
mously passeé a similar resclution on
Tuesday, September 17.

House Resoluticn 515 is the first reso-
1St I'eso

luticn in recent memory to focus spe-
cifically on Christian persecution it
focuses on Christians not because per-
secution of Christians is any more
abominable than persecution of Jews
or Bahai’s or Buddhists. Persecuting a
person because of his or her religious
affiliation or beliefs is abominable any-
time ‘it occurs and should always be
cordemned by the international com-
munity. This resclution focuses on per-
secution of Christians to bring atten-
tion to a problem tbat is increasing in
its regumlarity., its ferocity and its
scope. One scholar has said that in the
20th century, more Christians‘ have
been killed for b being Christian than in
any of the previous 19 centuries com-
bined.

'v've (IJ not kﬁ(]W bllt names Ul d'l ’AU-
day’s Christian martyrs, but we do
kncw what happens to them: Imprison-
ment and torture for attending Chris-
tian worship services or Bible studies;
criminal prosecution, harassment and
torture of believers for failing to reg-
ister with government-sanctioned ‘re-
run by atheists
who are hostile to religious practice;
systematic beatings of children who at-

Ohrictinn
LAAATIS Vi

anmnishad

schonle:
anppunisaed

rord
SCACQ.E;

v

looting and burning of Christian
churches, businesses and homes; pros-
ecution and sometimes extrajudicial
murder. for charges brought under
troadly construed °‘blasphemy laws’—
laws designed to punish people for say-
ing something negative against the
prophet Mohammed: imprisonment for
possession of Bibles; and prosecution,
torture, and murder of Christian con-
vearts.

In Sudan, a country I have visited
three times, women and children frem
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Southern Sudan (who are mostiy Chris-
<ian or practice a traditional African
religion) are literally sold into slavery.
Some for as little as $15. The authori-
tarian Government of Sudan, while
f‘ghting for land and power, has de-
clared a jihad against the people of the
South. Reports of forced Islamization
are prevalent. )

Human rights groups and humani-
tarian organizations have been report-
ing for several years that humani-
carian assistance, including food and
medicine, is often withheld from fami-
lies that refuse to convert to Islam.
Freedom House reports that Christian
boys are sent to the front lines as can-
non fodder. Entire villages have been
relocated into so-called peace camps—
squalid desert communities where food
and water are scarce or nonexistent.

TU.N. Special Rapporteur Gasper Biro
reported that in May 1995, soldiers in
uniform executed 12 men, women, and
children for refusing to convert to
Isiam. Christian leaders, including
clergy. have been assassinated, impris-
oned, tortured, and flogged for their
faich.

Christians in many other countries
a.s0 practice their faith in danger. Ear-
lier this year, the Subcommittee on
Invernational Organizations - and
Human Rights, chaired by Representa-
zive CHRIS SMITH, held a hearing on

-anti-Christian persecution where wit-
nesses testified about persecution in
North Korea, Pakistan, China, Viet-
ram, -Mexico, and other places. We
have heard reports of persecution of
Assyrian Christians in Turkey and
evangelical Christians in the Oromo re-
gion of Ethiopia. Human rights groups
such as Human Rights Watch, Amnesty
International, the Puebla Program of
Freedom House, Christian Solidarity
International, Open Doors, Inter-
zational Christian Concern, and others
continue to document case after case of

Christian persecution around the
world.
But the best human rights reporting .

in the West only scratches the surface.
Thousands of voiceless, nameless vic-
iims =uffer a.lone Femilies sca.red for

-\-‘; q.-op'ld
Mo, Speaker, these kinds of abuses

Tust not escape notice by the Amer-
izan zeople, the Congress, or the ad-
stration if we are a Nation devoted
tre principles of freedom and dedi-
eC. zo preservation of human rights
nd abroad. We cannot igncre suf-
if we are a Nation of compassion.
:i‘. recently, the American Chris-
lzz community has been relatively si-
=t on this growing problem. There
= many Americans who do not know
nderstand the suffering which their
tow pelievers are forced to endure in
2rantries that do not share our belief
‘n iibariy and the self-evident truth
'm=n are crea.ced egual.
e American $hristian commu-
na3 bhegun to educaue icseif and
: s action. This Sunday, worsnip-
sver one hindred zhousand

5
'i
i
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churches around the world will be ob-
serving the International Day of Pray-
er for Persecuted Christians, a day for
Christians to pray for the. persecuted
and pledge themselves to action.

In January, the National Association
of Evangelicals (NAE) issued a State-
ment of Conscience and Call to Action
pledging to end their ‘‘silence in the
face of the suffering of all those per-
secuted for their religious faith” and
“to do what is in our power to the end
that the Government of the United
States will take appropriate action to
combat the intolerable religious perse-
cution.” The statement of conscience
was subsequently endorsed by the Ex-
ecutive Council of the Episcopal
Church, the Southern Baptist Conven-
tion and the Presbyterian Church,
United States of America.

Pope John Paul IT recently sounded a
call against regimes that “practice dis-
crimination against Jews, Christians
and other religious groups™ declaring
that ‘‘this is an intolerable and un-
justifiable violation not only of inter-
national law, but of the most fun-
damental human freedom, that of prac-
ticing one's faith openiy.”” The U.S.
Catholic Conference has decried the
low priority religious freedom gen-
erally receives in U.S. human rights
poiicy and commended efforts to ‘‘give
greater visibility to our government's
defense of religious liberty wherever it
is denied.”

Christian leaders such as Don Argue
president of the National Association

.of Evangelicals; Richard Land, presi-

dent of the Southern Baptist Conven-
tion; Chuck Colson, resident of Prison
Fellowshin; Ravi Zacharias, president
of Ravi Zacharias International Min-
istries; and a wide range of inter-
denominational leaders and scholars
have urged.greater attention to this
problem.

So, | urge you to support House Resolution
515. it's not about party; it's not about politics.
it's about religious liberty and justice. it's
about Mehdi Dibaj, martyred in Iran in 1994.
It's about Bishop Su, a 64-year-old Catholic
bishop imprisoned in China earlier this vear,
beaten with a wooden board until it broke in
splinters, suspended upside down while being
beaten, who has permanently lost his hearing
due to repeated blows. It's about 15-year-old
Salamat Masih, a young boy forced to give up
his fife in Pakistan after being accused of blas-
pheming Mohammed. And it’s about To Ding
Trung, a Vietnamese Christian evangelist
serving time in Quang Ngai prison for “abus-
ing his freedom as a citizen by propagating re-
ligion illegally.”

We are a great Nation and we are compas-
sionate people. Vote “yes” or House Resoiu-
tion 515

0 1645

In ciosing, Mr. Speaker, I urge sup-
port for the resolution. 1t is not about
a party, it iz not about politics, it is
about religicus liberty and justice..It is
regarding and avout those who 1aave
been persecuted for their faith.

This Congress, duriiz the 1980's and
1970"s. stood with those persecuted
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Jifferant lehgxous beliefs. I.be-
he\n that this is one of the finest
hours, that we stand for those-who are
being persecuted for their Christian

frooe

faith. and want to again thank "the
chairman, the gentleman from New
Yorkx {Mr. GILMAN], for his efforts, the

gertieman from New Jersey [Mr.
SMiTH] for his efforts, the gentleman
from California [Mr. LANTOS] for his ef-
forts. and the House leadership on both
sides of the aisle for moving this im-
por:art bill.

Mr. HAMILTON. Mr. Speaker, I yield
4 minutes to the distinguished gen-
tlernan from Tennessee {Mr. CLEMENT].

Mr. CLEMENT. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the gentleman from Indiana [Mr. HAM-
ILTON] and thank the gentleman from
New York [Mr. GILMAN], the gentleman
ifrom California [Mr. LANTOS], and the
gentieman from Virginia [Mr. WOLF].

Mr. Speaker, teday I enjoy a privi-
lege that can only be dreamed of by
millicas around the world. That privi-
lege is {freedom: My freedom to express
myseif as I choose. My freedom to
openly believe in God and to serve Him
according to the dictates of my faith.

Ye: it is a tragic reality that mil-
lions around the world are denied this
fundamental right. The United States
has rightly affirmed the U.N. Declara-
tion of 1981 stating that “Discrimina-
tion between human beings on grounds
of religion or btelief constitutes an af-
front 0 human dignity * * * and shall
be condemned as a violation of the
human rights and fundamental free-
doms proclaimed in the Universal Dec-
laratiopn of Human Rights.”” We have
justly condemned human rights abuses
against Tibetan Buddhists, Bosnian
Muslims. Soviet Jews, and others.

Yet there are many, many more
whose cries we must also hear. For too
long, we have shut them-out, perhaps
because of ignorance. We can do so no
longer. These are the cries of millions
of Christians in countries across the
world who are harassed, tortured,
raped. imprisoned, or even executed for
exercising the freedoms we in America
SO easiiy enjoy.

In Vietnam, China, Egypt, Iran, and
other countries, government forces
have jailed and often brutally tortured
pastors. priests, or converts to Chris-
tianity. Some have been beaten or tor-
tured tc death.

In the Sudan, government forces kid-
nap ctziidren- from Christian commu-
nities 2=d sell them as slaves and con-
cubines. In China, Laos, and Cuba
churches have beon shut down or de-
stroyed.

In Saudi Arabxa the Sudan, and
other countries. conversion from Islam
to Christianity is punishable by death.
In Pakistan, = terrible blasphemy law
carries the deaih penalty for any state-
ment azzinst the prophet Muhammed.

Mr. Speaker, it is unjust for us to ig-
nore thz suffering of these millions
when it lies within our power to re-
spond in £2me measuare. It is my hionor
teday 1o Join my colleagues from both
parties i cosponsoring House Resolu-
tion 513, intrcduced by Representative
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WoLF. This resclution reaffirms our
ristoric commitment to religious free-
dom. recommends appropriate meas-
ures on the part of our government and
applauds the designation ef an annual
international day for prayer for these
brothers and sisters. This Sunday, Sep-
tember 29, I plan to exercise my own
precious freedom to join in prayer for
them with churches and citizens across
America and in 117 other countries.

Mr. Speaker, religious freedom is not
the privilege of one group. It is a uni-
versal right, and when the right of one
is trampled, the rights of others follow.
May we, today, not be condemned by
these famous, haunting words of a Lu-
theran pastor in Nazi Germany, which
now hang on the walls ot the U.S. Holo-
caust Museum:

* ¢ * they came {irst for the Communists,
and I didn't speak up because I wasn't a
Communist. Then they came for the Jews,
and I didn't speak up because I wasn't a Jew
* = * Then they came for the Catholics, and
I didn’t speak up because I was & Protestant.
Then they came for me, and by that time no
one was left to speak up.

Mr. GILMAN. Mr. Speaker, I want to
thank the gentleman for his eloquent
words.

Mr. Speaker, I am pleased to yield 3
minutes to the distinguished gen-
tleman from California {Mr. CAMP-
BELL], a member of our committee.

(Mr. CAMPBELL asked and was
given permission to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. CAMPBELL. Mr. Speaker, I
thank the gentleman for yielding time
to me.

Mr. Speaker, today, we enact the res-
olution; we do not enact the ‘‘whereas”
clauses. That is an important distinc-
tion that I wish to put on the record. I
do not ask any of my brothers and sis-
ters in this House of Representatives to
vote no, because tne resolution itself in
my view is perfectly appropriate, but
several of the ‘‘whereas” clauses, it
seems to me, unnecessarily bring us to
the edge of possibly saying things with
regard to the religion of Islam that
would not be constructive, and also
‘'with regard to the conditions in China.

I draw particular-attention to the
‘““‘whereas’ clause on page 2 of the com-
mittee print: “Whereas, in several Is-
lamic countries conversion to Chris-
tianity from Islam is a crime punish-
able by death.”

This, I do not think is a helpful
statement. [ do not think it is helpful
to criticize a part of a religion in a
book regarding a punishment for giving
up the faith, and I note that in the
Judeo-Christian religions, as well, to
the followers of Christian and Jewish
of the Qld Testament, the prohibition
for blasphemy is stoning, in the book
of Deuteronomy.

I am concerned as well in the “‘where-
as’’ clauses regarding the miiitant Gov-
ernment of the Sudan as waging a
‘“Jihad.” Surely cur cause today and
the cause of good feeling and human
rights, including religious rights,
would be advanced by not using the

-Christians,

CONGRESSIOINAL RECORD —-HOUSE

phrase ‘“‘Jihad” so readily. It has, I
think, a very powerful and potentially
misleading application in this context.
As I understand the Quran, ‘“‘Jihad”
means siruggle, but certainly in the
popular sense in the United States
today it would mean a war commanded
by, as a matter of faith, and/or as part
of Islamic religion. I think that is a
great danger to use such s phrase re-
garding the situation in the Sudan.
Surely we could have accomplished
just as much by saying that we con-
demn the Ilarge-scale human rights
abuses, killings, and slavery in the
Sudan, some of which are done for reli-
gious purposes, without using the ex-
tremely dangerous and I think inflam-
matory phrase “Jihad (religions war).”
We have also a ‘“whereas” clause that
“Whereas an Islamic court in Kuwait
has denied religious liberty to a con-
vert to Isilam from Christianity * * *.”
If it is a religious court, surely that is
a2 madtter for the religion in question. If
the death penalty was applied, then
that is a matter of human rights, but
there is no allegation that it was ap-
plied; once more, a possible confusion
of what is written in a book of ancient
antiquity and what is actual practice.
Lastly, in reference to China, I think
it would have been more profitable not
to condemn China wholesale, but rath-
er the specific instances at issue of dis-
crimination and human rights abuses.
So, in conclusion, Mr. Speaker, I
thank the gentleman for giving me the
opportunity to speak in what I hope is
a moderating tone, to insist that we
are fair and do not add to the flames of
difficulty in passing this resolution,
but not in endorsing all of the ‘‘where-
as’ clauses.
Mr. GILMAN. Mr. Speaker, I am
pleased to yield 5 minutes to the gen-

: tleman from New Jersey [Mr. SMITH],

the distinguished chairman of the Sub-
committee on International Operations
and Human Rights of the Committee
on International Relations, who has
been a long time and continuing advo-
cate of this measure.

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr.
Speaker, I thank my good friend, the
gentleman from New York [Mr. GIL-
MAN], for yielding time to me.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in strong support
of House Resolution 515, offered by my
good friend and colleague, the gen-
tleman from Virginia [Mr. WOLF], who
has been a tireless ally in defending the
helpless, the imprisoned, the enslaved,
and the persecuted, particularly per-
secuted Christians. I want to commend
my colleague for authoring this legis-
lation and recognizing the modern-day
travesty of religious intolerance, im-
prisonment, and increasingly, the
growing numbers of people who are
martyrs. '

In recent years, Pakistani Christian
Javid Mashi was martyred; Iranian
inclucing Bishop Haik,
have been killed and martyred by those
regimes; Catholic and Protestant
Church leadérs in China, as well as or-
dinary believers, are regularly being
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a-rezted, regularly being beaten and
firzed by the dictatorship.

1 pave led three human rights trips
to the People’s Republic of China, Mr.
Speaker. I have seen people in this -
coariry, the community that has made
iz to this country and gotten asylum,
and also people who have risked much
t5 tell stories in China itself, about the
ir¢redible repression that the house
cturch movement and the Catholic
Church that is aligned with Rome en-
dures on behalf of their belief in Christ.
It is unbelievable, the beatings, the
middle of the night visits by the secu-
rity police, who drag them off to be in-
terrogated, and then the long incarcer-
arions for their faith.

As a matter of fact, we met with one
bishop who is aligned with Rome who
actually celebrated mass in his apart-
only to be arrested and then get
ttrown back into prison for that ex-
pression of his religious belief, having
aiready spent more than a dozen years
in incarceration because of his faith.

Ve see that the same thing is hap-

zing in Vietnam. There are a number
of believers who are not aligned with
oificially recogmnized churches, which
azr= controlled by the dictatorship, who
are languishing in prison and often
E)e:._g tortured and imprisoned for their
faizh.

Mr. Speaker, the Subcommittee on
Izcernationai Operations and Human
Rights, which I chair, held a series of
hearings in the springtime on religious
persecution, and we spent an entire day
looxing at the rising tide of persecu-
tion a.ga.inst Christians.

Q1700

Tne most compelling stories at that
kearing and those that were submitted
< us came from the actual victims
w=zo told us of the sufferings and of
wzat they had endured. Persecution oc-
c¢.s in countries including Egypt, In-
¢czesia, Iran, Morocco, Pakistan,
Saudi Arabia, the Sudan, and Turkey,

wrere Government policies repress re-
lficus practice and where Islamic ex-
tremists stir public uprisings against
C=z-istians, particularly those who seek

merng,

"Iz share their faith and perhaps to wit-

s for Christ or those who convert
m Islam to Christianity. People can
Xilled simply for changing their
h. Where is the religious freedom in
countries where that is prac-

Persecution also occurs, as I said, in
tzz People’s Republic of China, in
2Zz. in Laos, North Korea, and Viet-
. where Communist regimes feel
atened by Christians whose faith
.ua.tely transcends the reach and

many parts of the world, those in
tical power rightly see that the

zer freedom and human dignity in-
rzrent in the Christian faith under-
=25 the pervasive thought control
2osed by those dictatorial regimes.
gically, the testimony heard by our
commitiee confirmed that in coun-
tries governed by antidémocratic and
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st and of the United States.

nally, Mr. Speaker, the worldwide
acution of Christians continues. to
day, and regrettably it is on the
ore of the most compelling human

tirmac
LiITiCS,

maadorn

‘‘‘‘ AIA\I\ACL i

Aaeuca 114
bos srdom of Christians has reached
soiurely staggering and shocking
is in this ¢entury. Pecple of con-
=ce have committed themselves to
er and to action on behalf of those
wre are suffering.

I conumend the National Association
of Evangelicals for their clarion call to
action. Pope John Paul II earlier this
vezr denounced . the persecution of

=ricriane hy Iglamic axtramisgts and
COTISIans Y aSialnlc exXLIenuisss anld

2w Communist regimes. The World
Zvzngelical Fellowship has spear-
zeaded an international day of prayer
fcr the persecuted church. The first an-
rual day of prayer is set for Sunday,
September 29.

M-, Speaker, the gentleman from
Virginia {Mr. WOLF] has raised all of
our attention for years to this. I have
traveled with him to such disparate
r.2ces as the PRC and Romania, and
we have seen persecuted Christians.
T=is is a.nother manifestation cf his

-------------- Ffarine hratrhrnam T
concern for our DULLITLLLE wMiTuwiiTh. 4

nepe everybody votes for this and sup-
ports it and joins in this effort to pro-
vide freedom and some help for our suf-
fering brethren.

Mr. GILMAN. MR. Speaker, 1 thank
the gentleman for his strong support-
i=g arguments and for pushing this
measure through at this time.

Mr. CUNNINGHAM. Mr. Speaker, | rise
tocay to thank the gentieman from Virginia
Mr. WoLF] for bringing House Resalution 515
fc(ward He is a Ieader on the issue of protect-
ing human rights of people around the world.

Ll Hhat ha haa heatnh bis
mu I am ulall!\lul ulal He 1ao mwslu nouce

to this House the tragic increase of anti-Chris-
tan bigotry and persecutlon around the world.

America is the iand of reuglous lreeoom
and should be a defender of religious liberty.
We stand for a person’s right to practice a
f2h. We have long sincé been familiar with
ans-Semitism around the world, which contin-
ues to rear its ugly head. Many lawmakers
have stood tall to fight that scourge. But we
are here today because a new kind of perse-

anti-Christian mreommnn is on the
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n Sudan, China, ran, Vietnam, and lndia
a-.;, | regret, in other countries as well, Chiis-
sz2~s are being punished for believing in Jesus
Crrist or for possessing a Bible. For merely
acxnowledging the Scripture, Christians in
—sse countries nisk being kidnapped, killed,
rzo2d, and subjected to many other forms of
torure. This is an affront to the international
community and to all people of conscience.

As a nation, the United States was founded
cn the basis that the Freedom of Religion was
g zasic human nght As elected representa~
Tves hcrvutg in a hall that declares “ln God
W2 Trust,” we in Congress have an obligation
12 speak out when religious freedom is denied.

us resolution today affims the commit-
~zrt of Congress to ccndemn the threats to
-z gicus liberty around the world, on behalf of

o
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Chiistians and other persecuted people of
faitn. 1 call en all my colleagues v join us
today in support of House Resolution 515.

Again, i thank the gentleman from Virginia
[Mr. WoLr] for his leadership on this issue and
| yield back the balance of my time.

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr. Speaker, |
rise in support of House Resolution 515, of-

fared by mv good friand and oglleague Mr
eC Oy My gOCC nend and Cgueague, mr.

WCLF of Virginia, who has been a tireless ally
in defending the helpiess. the imprisoned, the
ensiaved, and the persecuted—particuiarly
persecuted Christians. | commend my col-
league for authoring this resolution which rec-
ognizes the modern day travesty of religious
intolerance, imprisonment and even martyr-
dom.

In recent years, Pakistani Christian Javid

Mashi was martyred; Iranian Christian Mehdi
Dibai, Minister Tatecs Michaelian and Bishop

LHa; aCs ACLET SHSNIOY

Haik Hovesptan-Merr were martyred; Cathohc

and °rotestam church leaders in China, as
well as unuukuy believers, are Icgun" iy Demg
arrested, beaten and fined; Christians in
Sudan have been executed, enslaved, tor-
tured, and sent into forced fabor for their re-
{usal to convert to Islam; for the last 18 years,
about one dozen Catholic priests and monks
in Vietnam have been imprisoned; in nearby
Cuba, Pastor Orson Vila remains under house
arrest following his 10 months imprisonment.
Mr. Speaker, the entire century has been
plagued with the martyrdom and persecution

of raiiginiie landare and thaier faithfid foaala
Wi ISnyious ICallis dis e aiumiil "OORS—

the number of Catholic, Evangelical, and Or-
thodox Christians who have died for their faith
will never be fuily accounted.

The Subcommittee on Intemational Oper-
ations and Human Rights, which | chair, heid
hearings this past spring on religious persecu-
tion, particularly Christian persecution. The
most compelling stories were from the victims
themselves. Persecution occurs in countries,
such as Egypt, Indonesia, Iran, Morocea, Paki-
stan, Saudi Arabia, Sudan and Turkey, where
govemment pohcues repress rehglous pracbce
ar\d where Islamic extremists stir public

e anainet Dhrnatiane nartiaulard Hhasa
uyuoulga aygainst wni stians, panidiaiy uiuse

who seek to share their faith or those who
convert from Islam to Chnstnanity

FEI&%UUU[I dl§0 OCLuUrs l" Ulll"d. Uuba,
Laos, North Korea and Vietnam, where Com-
munist regimes feel threatened by Christians
whose faith ultimately transcends the reach
and control of political authorities. In many
parts of the wortld, those in political power
rightly see that the inner freedom and human
dignity inherent in the Christian faith under-
mines the DPNHSI\IP control sot _mh1 hv dictato-
rial regimes. Tragically, the tesnmony ‘heard by
the Subcommittee confirmed that, in countries
govemed by anti-democratic, anti-Western re-
gimes, Christians become scapegoats as a
means to vent and popularize hatred of the
West and of the United States.

Clearly, if the United States is to retain its
moral leadership, we must initiate policies that
distance the United States from governments
which engage in these persecutions, or allow
rampages against the Christian communities
and believers to go unchecked. The United
States must seek to insure tha! the inalienable
ug: ht to freedom of 1 |cuglulx, axuus with the con-
comitant rights of freedom of speech, assem-
bly, and the freedom to change one’s religion,
are sypported through the United States for-
eign policy. Governments and tyrannical reli-
gious groups must te put on notice that per-

RECORD —HOUSE

Hi0917
secuiior cf Christians violates numerous inter-
national :rzaties and covenants and will not te
toleratec by the United States. The Unites
States must exercise decisive leadership and
consistertly raise these issues in bilateral ne-
gotiarcns and relations,
fora.

My coieagues, Mr. WOLF and Mr. PORTER,
and ! hat encouraged the White House to ap-
point a Snecial Advisor on matters of religious
persecuton. Recent press reports indicate that
a specia! advisory committee is being ap-
pointed, headed by Department of State As-
sistant Secretary John Shattuck. While the
stated mandate of the committee has not been
made puoiic, | would suggest that the man-
date be unequivocal with a focus on the trag-
edy of reiigious persecution, paricularly of
Christiars The committee should have pre-
cise reporting deadlines. Proposing specific
recommendations of policy, diplomatic action
and other initiatives appropriate for govern-
ment to undertake should be part of the com-
mittee’s mandate.

The worldwide persecution of Christians is
one of the most compelling human rights is-
sues in modern times. The maryrdom of
Christians has reached alarming levels in this
century and people of conscience have com-
mitted themselves to prayer and to action on
behalf of those suffering. | commend the Na-
tional association of Evangelical for their clar-
ion call to action. Pope John Paul Ii, eariier

PP B Sy LSRRy |

and in multilateral
aieT

uilb yeai, SENOUNCea uie pewc\..uuuu i \Jll"b'
tians oy isiamist and communist regimes. The
World Evangelicai Fellowship has spear-
headed an international day of prayer for the
persecuted church. The first annual day of
prayer is set for Sunday, September 29. | urge’
my friencs and colleagues of all faiths to join
in this ca? to action.

Mr. Speaker, | urge my colleagues to sup-
port the resolution before the House House
Resolution £15.

Mr. PCRTER. Mr. Speaker, | would like to
thank my fried and colleague from Virginia for
introducing this imponant piece of legislation

and far hic laada. thia
ang ior NS -cmuvleulp on WS i

proud to be a cosponsor of this cutstanding
resoiution.

The persecution of Christians throughout the
world is a serious and growing problem, but it
has received surprisingly litle attention in the
mainstrezm media. According to the World
Christian Encyclopedia, 160,000 Christians are
killed each year for practicing their faith. The
Congressional Human Rights Caucus held a
briefing for Members on March 7 of this year.
We hezrd from various expers about the
widespread persecution of Chnstlans in China,
lran Viemam, North Korea, Cuba, Pakistan,
Sudan, and Egypt.

In Sucan, Christian women and children as
young as six are captured and sold into slav-
ery as part of ihe Sudanese Government's
jihad agzinst Christianity. in China, churches
and religious texts are destroyed and Chris-
tians are regularly jailed. Recently, three
Christian leaders in China were beaten to
death by Chinese authorities. In Kuwait, Rob-
ert Hussein was sentenced to death for con-
verting to Christianity. These are just a few of
the hombie examples of how Christians
throughc.t the world are harassed and op-
pressec. is it any surprse that among the
worst ciiznders are the last remaining totaii-
tarian rez mes where religious freedom does
not exist?

icse1sa | Aam
SOUC. 1 Qi
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Mr. WOLF, Mr. SMITH of New Jersey and |
sent a letter to Presicent Clinton earlier this
year, calling on him to present a statement on
this crucial issue, and to fuifill his pledge to
appoint a special adviser ori reiigious persecu-
tion. As avidenced by the need for this legisia-
tion, the White House has failed to act. | am
hopeful that this resolution will prompt strong
action by the -administration, placing the full
force of our Nation's moral authority behind ef-
forts to end persecution of religious minorities.

Mr. GILMAN. Mr. Speaker, I have no
further requests for time, and I yield
back the balance of my time.

Mr. HAMILTON. Mr. Speaker, I have
_'no further requests for time, and I
yvield back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. (Mr.
GUNDERSON). The question is on the
motion offered by the gentleman from
New York [Mr. GILMAN] that the House
suspend the rules and agree to the reso-
lution, House Resolution 515, as amend-
ed.

Tre question was taken; and (two-
thirds having voted in favor thereof)
the rules were suspended and the reso-
lution, as amended, was agreed to.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. GILMAN. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days within
which to revise and externd their re-
marks on the subject of the measure
just considered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tlemar from New York?

There was no objection.

NATIONAL INVASIVE SPECIES ACT
OF 19%

Mr. BOEHLERT. Mr. Speaker; I move
to suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 3217) te provide for ballast water
management to prevent the introduc-
tion and spread of nonindigenous spe-
cies into the waters of the United

States, and for other purposes, .as
amended.
The Clerk read as follows:

H.R. 3217

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resen:atives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled, .
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE; REFERENCES.

(a1 IN GENERAL.—This Act may be cited as
ke *National Invasive Species Act of 1996".

() REFERENCES.—Whenever in this Act an
amerdment or repeal is expressed in terms of
an amendment to or repea! of a section or
crher provision. the reference shall be con-
s,ue-'ed to be made to a section cr other pro-
= of the Nonindigenous Aquatic Nui-
sance Preventicr and Control Act of 1990 (16
T.3.C. 4701 et seq.).
SEC. 2. AMENDMENTS TO THE NONINDIGENOUS

AQUATIC NUISANCE PREVENTION
AND CONTROL ACTT OF 1990,

2 FINDINGS: DTFINITIONS.—

‘i FINDINGS.—Section 1002¢a) (18 U.S.C.
$Talan s a...e..ded—
2y stiiking paragraphs (2) and (3) and
stirg the 'c lowing new paragraphs:
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*{2) when environmental conditions are fa-
vorabie, nonindigenous species become es-
tablished, may compete with or prey upon
native species ¢f plants, fish, and wildlife,

. may carry diseases or parasites that «uiffect

native species, and may disrupt the aquatic
envirocment and economy of affected near-
shore areas;

‘{2) the zebra mussel was unmtencionallv
introduced into the Great Lakes and has ip-
fested—

“(A) waters south of the Great Lakes, into
a good portion of the Mississippi River drain-
age:

*(B) waters west of the Great La.kes into
the Arkansas River in Oklahoma; and

*(C). waters east of the Great Lakes, into
the Hudson River and Lake Champlain;'’;

(B) in paragraph (4)—

(i) by inserting ‘by the zebra mussel and
ruffe, round goby, and other nonindigenous
species’ after ‘‘other species’’; aad

(i1) by striking ‘‘and” at the end;

(C) in paragraph (5), by striking the period
and inserting a semicclon; and

(D) by adding at the end the following new
paragraphs:

‘(6) in 1992, the zebra mussel was discov-
ered at the northernmost reaches of the
Chesapeake Bay watershed;

‘“(7) the zebra mussel poses an imminent
risk of invasion in the main waters of the
Chesapeake Bay;

*(8) since the Chesapeake Bay is the larg-
est recipient of foreign ballast water on the
East Coast, there is a risk of further inva-
sions of other nonindigenous species;

*(9) the zebra mussel is only one example
of thousands of nonindigenous species that
have become established in waters of the
United States and may be causing economic
and ecological degradation with respect to
the natural resources of waters of the United
States;

*(10) since t.heu' introduction in the early
1980’s in ballast water discharges, ruffe—

*‘(A) have caused severe declines in popu-
lations of other species of fish in Duluth Har-
bor (in Minnesota and Wisconsin);

*{B) have spread to Lake Huron; and

*(C) are likely to spread quickly to most
other waters in North America if action is

' not taken promptly to control their spread;

“(11) examples of nonindigenous species
that, as of the date of enactment of the Na-
tional Invasive Species Act of 1996, infest
coastal waters of the United States and that
have the potential for causing adverse efo-
nomic and ecological effects include—

“(A) the mitten crab (Eriocher sinensis)
that has become established on the Pacific
Coast;

*(B) the green crab (Carcinus maenas) that
has become established in the coastal waters
of the Atlantic Ocean;

*(C) the brown mussel (Perna perna) that
has become established along the Guli of
Mexico; and

(D) certain shellfish pathogens;

‘(12) many aquatic nuisance vegetation
species, such as Eurasian watermiifoil,
hydrilla, water hyacinth, and water chest-
nut, have been irtroduced to waters of the
United States from other parts of the world
causing or having a potential to cause ad-
verse environmental, ecological, and eco-
nomic affects;

*(13) if preventive management measures
are not taken nationwide to prevent and con-
trcl unintensionally introduced nonindige-
noug aquatic species in a timely manner. fur-
ther introductions and infastations of species
that sre as destructive as, or ‘more destruc-
tivethan, the zebra mussel or the ruffe infes-
tations may occur;

‘(1) once introduced inte waters of the
Urited States, aquatic nuisance ispecies are
unintentionally transported and intreduced
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into inland lakes and rivers by recreatiorel

boaters, commercial barge traffic, and a va-

risty of other pathways; and

*(15) resolving the problems associated
with aguatic nuisance species will require
the participation and cooperation of the Fed-
eral Government and State governments,
and investment in the development of pre-
vention technologies.”

2) DEFINmONs.—Sect,ion
4702) is amended—

(A) by striking paragraph (1) and redesig-
nating paragraphs (2) through (8) as para-
graphs (1) through (7), respectively;

(B) in paragraph (2), as redesignated bv
subparagraph (A) of this paragraph, by strik-
ing “assistant Secretary” and inserting ‘*As-
sistant Secretary’;

(Cy by redesignating paragraphs (9)
through (15) as paragraphs (11) through (17),
respectively; and

(D) by inserting after paragraph (7), as re-
designated by subparagraph (A) of this para-
graph, the following:

“{8) ‘Great Lakes region’ means the 8
States that border on the Great Lakes;

*4(9) ‘Indian tribe’ micans any Indian tribe,
band, natiom, or obher organized group or
community, including any Alaska Native
village or regional corporation (as defined in
or established pursuant to the Alaska Native
Claims Settlement Act (43 U.S.C. 1601 et
seq.)) that is -recognized as eligible for the
special programs and services provided by
the United States to Indians because of their
status as Indians; i

“(10) ‘interstate organization’ means an
entity—

“(A) established by—

“(i) an interstate compact that is approved
by Congress;

*(ii) a Federal statute; or

*(iii) a treaty or other international agree-
ment with respect to which the United
States is a party; and

‘“(B)(1) that represents 2 or more— .

‘‘(I) States or political subdivisions there-
of; or

“(II) Indian tribes; or

“(ii) that represents—

*(I) 1 or more States or political subdivi-
sions thereof; and

“(II) 1 or more Indian tribes; or

“(iii) that represents the Federal Govern-
ment and 1 or more foreign governments;
and

“(C) has jurisdiction over, serves as forum
for coordinating, or otherwise has a role or
responsibility for the management of, any
land or other natural resource:”.

(b) AQUATIC NUISANCE SPECIES CONTROL
PROGRAM.—

(1) AMENDMENT TO HEADING.—The heading
to subtitle B (16 U.S.C. 4711 et seq.) is amend-
ed to read as follows:

“Subtitle B~Prevention of Unintenticnal In-
troductions of Nonindigenous Aquatic Spe-
cies”.

(2) AQUATIC NUISANCE SPECIES.—Section
1101 (16 U.S.C. 4711) is amended to read as fol-
lows:

“SEC. 1101. AQUATIC NUISANCE SPECIES IN WA-

TERS OF THE UNITED STATES.

*(a) GREAT LAKES GUIDELINES.— )

(1) IN GENERAL.-—Not later than 6 months
after the date of enactment of this Act, the

1003 (16 U.S.C.

.

.Secretary shali issue voluntary guidelines to

prevent the introduction and spread of
aquatic nuisance species into the Great
Lakes through the exchange of ballast water
of vessels prior to entering those waters. :

‘(2 CONTENT OF GUIDELINES.—The guide-
lines issued under this subsection shall—

““(A) ensure to the maximum extent prac-
ticable that ballast water containing aquatic
nuisance spacies is not discharged into the
Creal Lakes;



Emmett F. Fields
514 Eastern Parkway
Louisville, KY 40217-1818
(502) 634-0590
e-mail: effields@thepoint.net

October 23, 1996

Congressman Mike Ward
1032 Longworth Building.
Washington, D.C. 20515-1703

Dear Congressman Ward:

Thank you for your letter of Oct. 14th, and for the copies of the Congressional Record
concerning the Floor Debate on H. Res. 515, of Sept. 24th. Reading the Floor Debate makes me
more concerned than ever about the United States becoming involved in enforcing certain
religious views throughout the world. The word “Christian” appears in the debate far more than
it should in an impartial discussion.

I am concerned about all oppressions throughout the world -- man’s inhumanity to man --
and feel that ALL religious beliefs should be free and unmolested. Your letter betrays your
misunderstanding of the meaning of Religious Liberty when you write: “I fully support the right
of all people to worship in any way they see fit without government intrusion.” An unbiased
person would have written: “I fully support the right of all people to believe in any way ...”
Those of us who have outgrown the old beliefs must have our Religious Liberty also, in this
country and throughout the world.

Therefor I am interested to see that the “White House special advisory on religious
persecution” include persons without prejudice against the Higher Religions of Atheism,
Humanism. Etc., and who will see that those higher religions, individuals and organizations, are
also protected from religious persecutions and oppressions.

Sincerely,

Emmett F. Fields



United States Department of State

Washington, D.C. 20520

Emmett F. Fields November 20, 1996
514 Eastern Parkway
Louisville, KY 40217-1818

Dear Mr. Fields,

We regret the delayed response to your letter. Freedom of religion is protected by our
Constitution and we are concerned about incidents of religious persecution wherever they occur.

Promoting religious freedom and tolerance is a crucial component of our human rights policy.
The U.S. Government has used both quiet diplomacy and public condemnation to secure the release
and improve the treatment of Christians and adherents of other religions in countries where they face
incarceration or harassment because of their faith. At international fora, our government has focused
attention on the need for religious tolerance and reconciliation, as well as the need for multilateral
opposition to the persecution of persons on the basis of their religious beliefs. This year, Assistant
Secretary John Shattuck of the Bureau of Democracy, Human Rights and Labor, delivered a strong
statement at the UN. Human Rights Commission underscoring U.S. concern for the treatment of
Christians and individuals of other religions. In addition, the Country Reports on Human Rights
Practices, prepared annually by the State Department, provide summaries of human rights conditions
for 194 countries and regions and carry specific sections on the status of religious freedom.

President Clinton has emphasized the importance of religious freedom, stating: “We must
continue to ensure full protection for religious liberty and help people of different faiths to find
common ground.” This Administration has made the issue of religious liberty and the fight against
religious intolerance an important element of our foreign policy. Secretary of State Christopher has
established an Advisory Committee on Religious Freedom Abroad which will address these issues and
will be chaired by Assistant Secretary Shattuck. The Advisory Committee will engage a large number
of religious organizations, including many associated with Christian denominations, as well as
nongovernmental organizations that are interested in religious liberty to review the issue and identify
ways in which we can further advance the right to freedom of religion.

Religion speaks to our highest aspirations. The United States will continue to promote
religious liberty globally for Christians and for followers of other religions or beliefs. Again, thank
you for your letter. Please let us know if we can be of further assistance.

Sincerely, /

/ L/ / ¥ C?Z]IV‘L'%L,L a

Alexandra Arriaga

Executive Secretary

Advisory Committee on Religious Freedom Abroad



Emmett F. Fields
514 Eastern Parkway
Louisville, KY 40217-1818 U.S.A.
(502) 634-0590
March 8, 1997

Ms. Alexandra Arriaga

DLR/EA -- Room 4827A

United States Department of State
Washington, D.C. 20520

Dear Ms. Arriaga,

Thank you for your letter dated November 20, 1996; Post marked Feb. 28'97, and arrived
March 4, 1997. However your letter makes me more concerned than ever about the activity, and
eventual outcome, of the ‘Advisory Committee on Religious Freedom Abroad.” Your letter too
often mentions the word “Christian” when referring to religious liberty, as in; “the treatment of
Christians and adherents of other religions.” It should properly have said; “the adherents of all
religions.” When I read the Congressional debate concerning the formation of your Committee
they used the same disproportionate reference to the Christian religion. This over concern for
one religion is not likely to lead to religious liberty, but to an arbitrary enforcement of the
preferred religion.

This nation must not become the battleship of the Christian religion, and we must not
become entangled in religious wars -- especially where Christians are the aggressors. Such a
Committee as yours might properly be part of the U.N., where there is a better probability it
would be interested in equal liberty for ALL religions. And by all religions I mean the Higher
(thinking) religions such as Atheism, Secularism, Rationalism, Deism, etc., as well as the lower,
believing, religions such as Christianism, Hinduism, Moslem, etc.

The immoral power of the lower religions to use governments to forward their aims is
well known to the historian and to the impartial observer today. I now have a Constitutional
Case pending against the Government of the United States in the U.S. District Court for the
District of Columbia. That Case challenges the right of the U.S. Government to establish
religions, and to discriminate against those religions the Government refuses to establish. The
formation of your Committee seems but an extension of that unconstitutional Government
- religious establishment, to enforce conformity to the preferred religion world wide.

If your Committee continues, in spite of its questionable Constitutional status, I strongly
suggest that there be a respectable number of members of other religions, especially the Higher
Religions, represented on the Committee and that it address the Religious Liberty of ALL
religions equally.

Sincerely,
Emmett F. Fields

Copies to:
The President of the United States and others.



Emmett F. Fields
514 Eastern Parkway
Louisville, KY 40217-1818
U.S.A.
(502) 634-0590
e-mail: effields@thepoint.net

March 7, 1997

Mr. Bill Clinton

President of the United States
The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Ave.
Washington, D.C. 20500-0001

Dear Mr. President,

In sending a copy of a letter received from the ‘Advisory Committee on Religious
Freedom Abroad,” and my reply to that letter, I am hoping someone in the Administration will
see the great danger associated with that Committee.

Religious intrigue has already destroyed our Constitutional religious liberty in the United
States, and the formation of the Advisory Committee on Religious Freedom Abroad threatens to
extend that religious domination into our foreign policy, and involve this nation in dangerous
religious conflicts abroad.

I strongly advise that the United States work to create a Religious Liberty Committee
within the United Nations, to investigate religious oppression throughout the world and make
those oppressive conditions public. In any impartial investigation I am sure the United States
will rank high among those nations that have established religions, and an oppressive policy
towards those religions refused official government recognition.

Sincerely,

Emmett F. Fields



