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in the studies of other scholars, and not always was I able to acknowledge this.
In this edition, as in my former work on the subject, I was helped by
colleagues and friends. Mr. Yehuda Ratzhabi read the first proof of the
Thanksgiving Psalms. Mr. J. M. Grintz read a proof of the Exposition of the
Prophecy of Habakkuk and the Manual of Discipline. Mr. Daniel Leibel read
one proof of all the scrolls, including the fragments. They all contributed their
corrections, and merit grateful blessings.
Finally, I am happy to acknowledge the labor of my wife, Bilhah, in the
composition of the Concordance; its publication is due entirely to her.
A. M. Habermann

Jerusalem, Erev Pessach 5719 (1959)
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INTRODUCTION

Concerning the Scrolls and the Sect

In natural and in humanistic studies alike, chance is often an important factor
in discoveries and excavations. So it was that chance playcd a part in bringing
to light ancient Scrolls in the Judean Desert in 1947 by the agency of an Arab
shepherd.

This chance discovery led to many arduous searches in that region by
Bedouins and scholars, and considerable material was found there.

The clear, dry climate of the Judean Desert preserved the scrolls and other
manuscripts even as the Egyptian climate preserved the Genizah of Cairo.

Authenticity of the Scrolls

The Scrolls speak for themselves, and of their authenticity there can be no
doubt. One scholar, Professor S. Zeitlin of Philadelphia, with a few supporters,
cast doubt on their authenticity. That such a doubt arose almost immediately
after the finding of the Scrolls is not a matter for wonderment. There is scarcely
an archaeological find or discovery that has not been doubted and denounced
as a forgery, until time and deeper study finally silenced — and not always
even than — the doubters. The chief of the doubters in the present case,
Professor Zeitlin, argues as follows: 1) There is an obvious discrepancy between
the story told by the merchant, with whom Professor Sukenik dealt, concerning
the finding of the Scrolls and that told by the Bishop and the Director
of the Department of Antiques of Transjordan, G. Lancaster Harding;
2) The Scrolls display vast ignorance on the part of the composers or copyists,
and such mis-spellings and errors are hardly evidence of antiquity; 3) the “full”
spelling in most of the scrolls testifies that they were written in a later age,
for early sources testify that ‘“‘incomplete” spelling was the customary practice
of the Second Temple Period; 4) Lingual combinations such as Teacher of
Righteousness, House of Judgment, and the like, that occur so frequently in
many of the scrolls, clearly bear witness that the scrolls derive from a later
age, for they are not to be found in the ancient Hebrew literature; 5) many
linguistic usages in the Scrolls plainly show Arabic or Karaite influence; 6) The
use of El instead of YHWH (such is the usage in the Covenant of Damascus})
also points to a later age; 7) The script of the Scrolls is not ancient, so the
Scrolls cannot be of ancient origin. In the opinion of Professor Zeitlin, the
Scrolls probably originated in the Middle Ages, but it is not impossible that
they are a forgery from the Twentieth Century. It is also possible that these
Scrolls were taken from Hebron, where there was a Genizah of Hebrew
manuscripts (Zeitlin saw that Genizah when he visited Hebron about thirty
years ago), and after some wanderings they showed up in Jerusalem or
Bethlehem as Scrolls from caves in the Judean Desert.

Zeitlin admits the antiquity of the vessels, which are mentioned in connection
with the Scrolls, but he thinks that the Scrolls were put into those vessels te
create the impression that the Scrolls themselves are ancient. Radioactive tests,
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‘that proved that the cloth in which the Scrolls were wrapped date from the
period betweeen 167 B.C.E. and 223 C.E. also do not surprise the learned
Professor Zeitlin. Is it not possible that those cheats and forges wrapped the
Scrolls in ancient cloth to cover up their malpractice ?

All these arguments are of seeming validity, but in fact they amount to
nothing. Each and every one of them is self-refuting: 1) Whoever knows the
ways of doing business with antiques in general, and in the Orient in particular,
will not wonder at all concerning contradictions in making a deal. The sellers
of antiques are not in the habit of telling the truth. And the buyers, too, often
take care not to reveal the ‘“‘secrets” of the purchase. It is for this reason that
the accounts concerning Tischendorf’s Codex Sinaiticus are at such variance.
Incidentally, it is well to note that that manusecript, too, was subjected in its
time to charges of forgery. In the case of the Scrolls from the Judean Desert,
it was fear that the find might fall into the hands of the Mandatory Government.
Both sides were interested in covering up tracks, and they said whatever they
said in accordance with time and place. It follows, then, that the contradictions
in their words were a necessity of circumstance. 2) The ignorance supposedly
displayed in the Scrolls is not ignorance at all. The Scrolls require intensive
study; essentials of doctrine and language lie hiden in them. 3) “Full” spelling,
in and by itself, does not prove late origin. These Scrolls represent a vulgar
text, and we have before us one of the early attempts to overcome the lack
of vowels in the Hebrew script. Signs of such attempts are also to be found
in the Bible. 4) The expressions Teacher of Righteousness, House of
Judgment, and the like, are ancient. Their absence from the ancient Hebrew
literature which is in our possession is no proof to the contrary. Many books
from that remote period were lost, and in them were many lingual expressions
that have been forgotten and have fallen into disuse. Moreover, the combination
Moreh Tzedek — Teacher of Righteousness — is to be found in Bekhorot 24
according to old texts, and not as the printed text has it Veyoreh Tzedek — and
he shall teach righteousness (after Hosea 10:12). And it may well be that in
Hosea, too, the reading should be: Until a teacher of righteousness cometh unto
you. Compare Yoel 2:23: “For he hath given you the moreh for righteousness”,
where moreh, usually translated early rain, is rendered by Targum Jonathan
a teacher. And in the ancient manuscripts the letter mem is sometimes taken
for vav-yod. 5) Linguistic usages that bear an Arabic or Karaite stamp are to be
approached in a manner precisely contrary to that of Zeitlin and his adepts.
It stands to reason that the Arabic and Karaite language-forms were directly
or indirectly influenced by the language of the Scrolls and their period. In any
case, it is likely that the Karaites were acquainted with some of the Scrolls
from that period. 6) The lack of the use of “El” in the ancient sources which
we possess is no proof that any newly discovered text which makes use of “El”
is necessarily of late origin. 7) As for the script, the truth is that palaeographic
science, in all that relates to Hebrew, is far from completeness, and one cannot
rely upon it as sole witness, in view of the fact that we have no material of
similar antiquity, of ascertained date, to enable us to make comparisons. The
only ancient script in our possession, the Nash Papyrus, bears no date, and
there is no agreement concerning the time of its writing; and the inscriptions
in tombs or in synagogues, that are engraved in stone, offer no material fit
for comparison with writing on parchment or papyrus. Nevertheless, whoever
compares the script of the Serolls to that of medieval writings is forced to
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admit that the former is of great antiquity: the letters mem, nun, tzadi, peh,
kaf in their ordinary form and as finals are often still used indiscriminately;
the yod and the vav resemble each other; the Tetra-grammaton (YHWH) in
many of these scrolls are either in the Old Hebrew script or indicated merely
by four dots; similarly, other features. The form of writing, when accompanied
by other proofs, does serve to strengthen the argument of those who place the
scrolls far back in time.

There are several other scholars, who share Professor Zeitlin’s opinion, but
they prefer to keep silent on the subject until more studies have been published,
and then they will dare to speak one way or the other...

The Cave-Dwelling Sect

The members of the sect of the Judean Desert lived in the many caves of
that country and drank from a mountain spring in the vicinity (Ein Feskha).
Waters from the spring were kept in pits hewn within their camp. In special
buildings which they constructed they gathered for study of Torah, prayer,
conference etc. Some of the buildings (partial ruins of which still stand) served
as quarters for study and writing. There were also store-rooms for food and
clothing. The nearly cemetery, containing more than a thousand graves, is an
indication of the large population that dwelt there.

The Scrolls and Other Finds

In the Judean Desert (Wadi Qumran and Murabaat) there were found several
hundred Scrolls, most of them in fragmentary condition, some large, others
small, and scraps by the thousand. Identified among them have been all
the books of the Hebrew Bible (except the Book of Esther). Some of these are
in the Old Hebrew script, some in square letters (essentially the print-type of
Hebrew today).

Besides these there are “Expositions” (a kind of Midrashim, dealing with
actualities or visions) of Isaiah, of most of the Minor Prophets (such as the
Exposition of the Prophecy of Habakkuk, the Exposition of Micah, the
Exposition of Nahum — in the latter mention is made of Antiochus and
Demetrius), af the Psalms, and other sacred books; the Book of Jubilees;
the Scroll of Enoch (the many fragments of this scroll can be compiled into a
complete book) ; a midrashic Commentary on the Book of Genesis (in Aramaic) ;
the Book of Tobias (in Hebrew and Aramaic); the Testaments of the Tribes,
the Book of Noah; the Words of Moses, the Scroll of the Three Tongues of
Fire, and other fragments of Scrolls (some in ancient Hebrew script, some in
Square Letters); the Manual of Discipline (which is the book of laws and
ceremonies of the sect); fragments of the Manual of Discipline in different
handwritings; the Thanksgivirg Psalns and fragments of same; the Scroll of
the War of the Sons of Light against the Sons of Darkness; fragments of the
Covenant of Damascus, which was also found in the Genizah of Cairo (a book
of laws of the sect, similar in content to the Manual of Discipline); a scroll
with mixed script: ancient Hebrew and Square Letters; the Secroll of Sacred
Songs (not identical with the Thanksgiving Psalms); the Scroll of Blessings;
a scroll in unknown script; unidentified scrolls of a later period (the Second
Century CE); tephilin (phylacteries) in a long box, containing four chapters
(in Murabaat); also tephilin that contain the Ten Commandements and
the Chapter of Sh’ma (Hear, O Israel, Deuteronomy 5-6), found in Wadi
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Qumran — indicating that only one tephillah, presumably the headpiece, was
used in those days; copper tablets, inscribed with a list of buildings, their sizes
and sites (these were very thin — less than one millimeter, and unrolling them
was a long and painstaking task); copper arrowheads, marked with words in
ancient Hebrew script, probably ‘“conjurations”; letters on papyrus from the
time of the war of Bar Kokhba, who is here styled Bar Kosbha and also N’'si
Israel (with a samech instead of the usual sin), as he is called also in coins
of that time; a bill of sale for a house, in Aramaic; a palimpsest containing a
list of names: Hosea, Sh’'maryahu, Yoezer, and the like, also numbers; various
writings (contracts, agreements, etc.) in Hebrew, Aramaic, Greek and Latin
(among them some books from Classical literature); also Nabatean papyri and
coins — the greatest Nabatean collection ever found; likewise pitchers, inkwells
and branched candlesticks of various periods.

The material is now partly in the possession of the Hebrew University (seven
Scrolls, of the completest found; three of these were obtained by Professor
E. L. Sukenik and four by his son, Rav-Aluf Yigaél Yadin); and partly in the
possession of the Department of Antiquities of the Government of Transjordan,
in Jerusalem, the Old City.

Of the material now possessed by the Hebrew University, there have been
published hitherto: the Isaiah Scroll A (all the Book of Isaiah), which is older
by almost one thousand years than the oldest manuscript of that book extant
till now; the Exposition on the Book of Habakkuk; an apocaliptic midrash on
the first two chapters of Habakkuk; the Manual of Discipline, the book of the
laws and ceremonies of the sect (the above were published by the American
Schools of Oriental Research in New Haven, 1950-1951, under the title:
The Dead Sea Scrolls); Isaiah Secroll B, incomplete, written in almost
traditional orthography; the War of the Sons of Light against the Sons of
Darkness; and the Thanksgiving Psalms. Generally, the script of these scrolls
is “the fullest of the full” (using certain letters as vowel-indications in
exaggerated degree), and the Biblical scrolls, published in 1956 by Mossad
Bialik and the Jerusalem Hebrew University, under the title: Otzar Hamegilloth
Hagenuzoth, often contain variants from the traditional texts. Finally, there
are various fragments, such as two letters from the period of the Bar Kokhba
War, and an Aramaic bill from that period. These have been published in
various periodicals, especially in Revue Biblique, JBL, and in the “Discoveries
in the Judean Desert I: Qumran Cave I, Oxford 1955 (in French); there have
also appeared other fragments from the Biblical scrolls and the Expositions.
All this material is in the custody of the Department of Antiquities of the
Government of Transjordan. Books and articles on the Scrolls and allied finds
keep appearing from time to time in various languages.

The Scroll of the Exposition of the Prophecy of Habakkuk

The Scroll of the Exposition of the Prophecy of Habakkuk is an apocalyptic
midrash based on the first two chapters of the Book of Habakkuk, following
the order of each verse. The Chaldeans, which are the Kittim (meaning the
Romans), “who are light and brave in war” shall come from afar, “from the
islands of the sea to consume all the peoples”, which is fit punishment for the
opponents of the sect, “the traitors who follow the man of Lies”, — “the
Wicked Priest” (Alexander Yannai), and those evil people who despised “the
chastisement of the Teacher of Righteousness” and “did not help him against
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the Man of Lies”, The Kittim sacrifice to their standards and their weapons are
a divinity for them. And they shall come to crush and to despoil the
cities of the land, for the iniquity and wickedness that were done unto the
Teacher of Righteousness of the Sons of Light (the leader of the members of
the sect) by the Wicked Priest (the leader of the Sons of Darkness), who
originally had been a member of the sect, but betrayed its laws “for gain” and
“pursued the Teacher of Righteousness”. Afterwards shall eome ‘“the Day of
Judgement”, wherein “God shall sweep away all the idol-worshippers and the
wicked from the earth”.

The Manual of Discipline

The Manual of Discipline is the book of laws of the sect calling itself “Sons
Of Light”, or “Sons of Zadok”, the members of which obligated themselves ‘‘to be
together in Torah and possessions, to keep the words of the Torah and the
Prophets and to do truth, righteousness and justice in the land”. Their teacher
was the Teacher of Righteousness. Once a year a ceremonial for the induction
of new mmebers was observed. The new members confessed aloud their evil deeds
in the past. Afterwards the Kohanim blessed them, and the Leviyim cursed the
“Sons of Darkness”, who follow the ‘“Preacher of Lies”. And ‘“those who enter
the Covenant respond after the blessers and the cursers: “Amen, Amen”. A new
member is examined by a Mebaker (reviewer) as to whether he is fit to enter
the circle of the members of the sect. The Mebaker continues to educate him
for a certain period to be a faithful member of the sect in the future. But even
then he is not considered a full member of the sect. After a year he is again
examined and tested, and the members are still reticent with him; only after
another year has elapsed, and he is again submitted to examination, is a decision
made whether he should be admitted to full membership. Each member knew
his position and task in the sect, and did not transgress them. The Manual of
Discipline lists punishments for members of the sect that shall have sinned,
from the keeping back “a fourth of the bread-allotment” of the accused, to a
thirty-day suspension from the community, up to complete expulsion from the
sect, whereafter “he shall not come back again”,

The members of the sect also received wives, from among women that had
an Order of their own within the sect. A ten-year old boy was admitted to the
Children’s Section; at twenty he entered as a member of the first (lowest)
degree. The world-view of the sect was dualistic. They believed that man was
given “two spirits wherewith he is to walk about till the day of his visitation
(his death), they are the spirits of truth and iniquity”. “In the hand of the
Prince of Light is the government of all the Sons of Righteousness; in paths of
light do they walk. And in the hand of the Angel of Darkness is the government
of all the Sons of Iniquity; and in paths of darkness do they walk”. All is
dependent on the will of God and the fate of man. And although man has free
choice, he proves by his deeds what is God’s will with him, whether he is to be
of “the sons of light” or of “the sons of darkness”, and therein he has power,
and he is punishable for failure to prove that his destiny is that of the sons
of light.

It appears that the sectarians had a special calendar of their own: they
divided the year into four seasons, each consisting of ninety days (each month
having thirty days), and an extra day for each season, or into eight months
of thirty days each and four months of thirty-one days each.
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The Manual of Discipline bears great resemblance to another book of laws
of the same sect at a later period, the Book of the Covenant of Damascus, which
was found in the Genizah of Cairo by Dr. Solomon Schechter and published by
him in 1910. We shall yet have something to say on this Book.

The Covenant of Damascus

The Covenant of Damascus was the first of the scrolls of the sect to be
made public. As indicated, it was discovered in the Genizah of Cairo, the
same in which was found the original Hebrew text of the Book of the Proverbs
of Ben Sira. But in the evolution of the sect, this scroll is probably the very
last to be composed. It contains a kind of history of the sect, as well as its
rules in its last period. It speaks the ‘“‘three snares of Belial (pachad, pachath,
and pach) that are laid for human beings: sexual impurity, ill-gotten gain and
desecration of the Temple. In this period the members of the sect would marry,
but bigamy was absolutely forbidden them. It is surprising that in this book
members are given permission to make use of slave-labor for their needs —
a practice not to be found in any other scroll of the sect. Anyhow, it is clear
that at the time of the composition of this book, the Holy Temple was
still standing.

The Scroll of the War of the Sons of Light against the Sons of Darkness

This scroll was preserved in better shape than all the other scrolls of the
“Treasury of Hidden Scrolls”. In content it is an apocalypse concerning the
war of the people of the sect with their antagonists, the “Sons of Darkness”
among the idol-worshipping nations and the “transgressors of the Covenant’,
and the absolute victory of the Sons of Light in the great battle and nachsir
(a Persian word meaning hunt or war), culminating in ‘“eternal salvation”.
This apocalypse is particularly interesting in that it describes a real war with
all its forms, strategies and rites, not an imaginary war of heavenly angels and
apocalyptic beasts, such as figure in other books depicting visions.

The “Sons of Light” return “from the desert of the nations to camp in the
desert of Jerusalem”, They make war upon their enemies for decades. In
Jerusalem, the Temple is standing on its site, and the order of service in it is
as follows: “The fathers of the community are fifty-two. And the head priests
(Kohanim) are arranged after the Chief Priest and his Second, twelve heads,
to be serving ever before God. And the heads of the watch are twenty-six,
serving at their posts, and after them come the Levites to serve ever, twelve
of them, one for each tribe. And the heads of the watch serve each at their
posts. And the heads of the tribes and the fathers of the community come after
them, to stand always at the gates of the Temple. And the heads of the watch
with those in their command stand unto their holidays and Sabbath and all the
days of the year, from the age of fifty years and higher”.

The army is divided into companies of thousands, hundreds, and tens. Over
them are Captains of Thousands, Captains of Hundreds, and Captains of Tens.
The classes of soldiers are: Champions, Men of Array, and Horsemen.
Accompanying them are Officers, Strippers of the Stricken, Despoilers,
Purifiers of the Land, Preparers of Provisions. The Captains of the Companies
are from fifty to sixty years old; the Horsemen — from thirty to forty-five
years old; the Officers — from forty to fifty years old; the rest of the army —
from twenty-five to thirty years old. The army has “Othoth” (standards) that
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is, company flags bearing inscriptions. Concernnig this, here are the very words
of the scroll: “On the largest standard which is at the head of all the people,
shall be written: the People of God and the name of Israel and Aaron and the
names of the twelve tribes of Israel”. “On the standard of thousand shall be
written: The wrath of God is incensed against Belial and the men of his lot,
that no remnant remain”. On the standard of hundreds shall be written: From
God — hands of war against all flesh of inquity”. “On the standard of fifties
shall be written: The stand of the wicked hath ceased by the might of God”.
“And on the standard of tens shall be written: The songs of God on a ten.
stringed harp”. In war the inscriptions on the standards are changed, in this
order: “When they go forth to war, they shall write on their standards: The
Right Hand of God, the Season of God, the Confusion of God, the Stricken of
God”. "And when they come back from war, they shall write on their
standards: Exalt God, Great is God, Praise unto God, Glory unto God”. There
are many more inscriptions than are quoted here.

The priests and Levites accompany the soldiers to encourage them. The Chief
Priest instils courage into the heart of the fighters, and announces in a loud
voice words similar to those of the Torah in this connection: ‘“Hasten not and
fear ye not before them, and recoil not””. And concerning the enecmy he says:
“For they are a community of wickedness, and their deeds are all in darkness,
and unto it is their desire”.

The priests and Levites also sound aloud trumpets and horns in various
tones in accordance with prescribed rite: “a flat tone”, ‘‘a mellow thick tone”,
“a sharp shrill tone”. The trumpets have special names in accordance with
functions, as for instance: “the trumpets of famous men”, ‘‘the trumpets of
ambush”, “the trumpets of the pursuit”, “the trumpets of the rear-guard”, “the
trumpets of the stricken”. These, too, bear inscriptions. Thus on ‘the trumpets
of pursuit” it is written: “Smite all the Sons of Darkness, may His wrath not
go back until they shall have been demolished”, and on “the trumpets of
ambush” it is written: “The secrets of God are to destroy wickedness’'.

Of weapons there are mentioned ‘‘war-throwers”, probably darts that were
thrown at the enemy. These, too, bore inscriptions, such as: ‘A sword-flame
that consumes the iniquitous stricken ones, by the judgment of God”. Similarly,
daggers, lances, spears, hows and arrows, shield and protective covering.

The number ‘“‘seven” appears many times in the scroll. The battle-arrays are
seven, and they go forth seven times. Also the ‘‘war-throwers” are seven, and
they are cast seven times. Likewise, seven wars are fought: three times the
“Sons of Light” are victorious, three times the *‘Sons of Darkness’ are victorious,
but the seventh time the victory goes again to the “Sons of Light”, and this
time it is a perfect victory.

The host has to be pure. Concerning this it is said: “And no lad, young man,
or woman shall come into their hosts when they go forth to war from
Jerusalem until they shall have returned. And no limping, or blind or lame man,
or any man that hath a permanent body-fault in his flesh, or any man that is
smitten with impurity of flesh — all these shall not go forth with them to war.
They shall all be man volunteering for war, and whole of spirit and flesh,
and set for a day of vengeance. And any man that shall not be pure in his
source on the day of battle should not go down with them. And there shall be
a distance between all their camps and the place where thou wilt ease
thyself — of about two thousands cubits, and no shameful thing should be
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seen in the vicinity of all their camps”. The priests are required to be careful
of defilement also on the battle field: “And when the stricken fall, the priests
should blow the horn from afar, and not come unto the stricken ones to defile
themselves with the blood of their impurity — for they are holy. And they
should not defile the oil of the anointment of their priesthood with the blood
of unclean peoples”. Of the angels that accompany the host, Michael the
archangel is mentioned by name.

At the end of the book come songs of victory and praise. One of them reads
thus: “Blessed is Thy name, God of powers, that Thou hast wondrously made
great Thy word, and hast kept Thy Covenant with us from of yore, and hast
many times opened for us the Gates of Deliverance. Zion, rejoice exceedingly,
and let all the cities of Judah be glad”.

This scroll was published by Yigaél Yadin, with an introduction, additions
and explanations, Mossad Bialik, Jerusalem, 1955.

The Thanksgiving Psalms

The last scroll in the ‘Treasury of Hidden Scrolls” is the scroll named
Thanksgiving Psalms. Large parts of it have been preserved, but there are
many lacunae in it. It seems to have been written by two scribes. The number
of Thanksgiving Psalms in the scroll is close to forty. The Thanksgiving Psalms
are akin to the songs in the Book of Psalms. They speak of the soul-struggles
of the author, of God’s light that has illuminated his eyes to see truthfully,
so that he defile not himself among the “Sons of Darkness”. There is good
ground for Professor Sukenik’s belief that the Thanksgiving Psalms were
composed by the “Teacher of Righteousness” of the sect, after his victory over
the “Wicked Priest” and “Man of Lies”. The author, who usually begins every
Psalm with the words “I thank, Lord”, or, “I thank Thee, my God”, praises
his Creator for saving him from “snares of destruction” and ‘“nets of
wickedness”, and for uplifting him to “an eternal height”, that he might support
His Covenant and walk in His ways. One of the Thanksgiving Psalm reads:

I thank Thee, Lord,
For that Thou hast made me wise in Thy truth
And in Thy wondrous mysteries hast instructed me,
And for Thy kindness to a man of folly,
In Thy many mercies to the contorted of heart.
Who is like unto Thee among the gods, Lord,
and who — unto Thy Truth?
And who shall be found righteous before Thee
as he is subjected to judgment?
And no gathered spirit can reply unto Thy chastisement,
And none can stand up before Thy wrath.
And the Sons of Truth Thou shalt bring
with forgiveness before Thee
To purify them of their crimes in Thy much goodness
And in the multitude of Thy mercies
to let them stand before Thee for ever and ever.
For Thou art a God of Everlastingness
And all Thy ways shall stand firm unto an eternity of eternities,
And there is none beside Thee.
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And what is a man of folly and a person of vanity
To contemplate Thy wondrous works everlastingly ?
The other Psalms of Thanksgiving are composed in the same vein.
The scroll of Thanksgiving Psalms, with explanations by Jacob Licht, was
published by Mossad Bialik, Jerusalem, 1957.

Fragment of Scrolls
There were found also various expositions of the Bible books, also apocrypha
and other writings of the sect. Most of these have not yet been published.

Who Were the People of the Sect?

There was not any sect in Israel, the early Christians included, which someone
or other has not set out to indentify with the people of the sect in the Judean
Desert. Most scholars are of the opinion they were Essens. To my mind, one
of their appel “‘the Sons of Tzadok”, clearly points to their being Saducees.

What Do the Scrolls and Other Finds of the Judean Desert Teach us ?

The scrolls contain ancient and valuable information concerning the
traditional Biblical text. Many obscure and doubtful verses are beautifully
cleared up and explained by the scrolls. Two examples will suffice us:

In Deuteronomy 31:1, the traditional text reads: “And Moses went (vayelech)
and spoke these words unto all Israel”. And in Chapter 29, Verse 1, it is written:
“And Moses called (vayikra) unto all Israel and said to them...” Then follows
his speech uninterruptedly until the end of Chapter 30. What can be the
meaning, then, of “And Moses went and spoke these words”... whither did he
go? The Hebrew commentators were puzzled by this writ. Abraham Ibn Ezra
explained it thus: “Vayelech — he went unto each and every tribe to announce
that he was to die”. Ovadia Sforno says, Vayelech Moshe — he bestirred
himself to do so, as in the writ: “Vayelech ish mibeith Levi — he bestirred
himself; similarly in other writs.” Samuel David Luzatto explains it differently:
Vayelech — just like Vayelech haloch vegadel — that is to say, Moses continued
to speak. Segal follows Ibn Ezra: ‘‘Vayelech — he went, so to speak, to say
farewell to Israel before his death”. But the Septuagint has it: “And Moses
finished speaking all these words”. And this is exactly (vayekhal) the Hebrew
text in one of the fragments, found in the Judean desert.

In Habakkuk 1:14 it is said: “And Thou hast made man like the fishes of
the sea, like creeping things that have no ruler over them’. Though this text
can be understood as it stands, it appears that the text in the Exposition of the
Prophecy of Habakkuk is better: “And Thou hast made man like the fishes of
the sea, like creeping things to rule over them”.

The scrolls bring to our ears the Hebrew tongue of the Second Temple Period
with its characteristic expression, as influenced largely by the Aramaic
vernacular.

Some ancient customs now appear to us in a clearer light:

The Church Father Origen (2nd and 3rd centuries CE) tells: “They (the Jews)
know the Four-Lettered Name (tetragrammaton), which one is forbidden to
pronounce, the same that was written on the golden plate of the High Priest...
And it is written in exact Hebrew manuscripts in ancient letters, not in the
letters of today, which are said to have been the result of a change of script
instituted by Ezra after his return from the exile”.
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Also in the Greek translation of Aquila (2nd century BC) the Name is
written in the ancient Hebrew script. And in the manuscripts of the Septuaginta
(3rd Century BC) it is written in Square Letters. The recently discovered
Scrolls, too, sometimes write the Four-Lettered Name (YHWH) in the ancient
Hebrew script. Sometimes they merely put four dots (....) in the place of
the Name. The Name was exceedingly holy in the eyes of the people, and
generally they avoided writing it in unsanctified texts.

The Church Father Jerome (4th and early 5th centuries CE) remarks in
his Latin Commentary on the Book of Ezekiel: “The Jews say that the Sages
of Babylon, who observe the Commandments, surround their heads to this day
with the Ten Commandments written on skins. These are what they were
commanded to wear between their eyes on the forehead, that they might ever
see the words that they had been commanded”. He makes similar statements
in other books of his. Scholars thought that what he says in this respect is
nonsense; they took for granted that he had heard something and misunderstood
it, and thus came to say what he did. But also in an ancient Hebrew midrash,
Siphrei on Deuteronomy, it is said: “And ye shall bind” (ukshartam) — these
(verses) in the binding (of tephillin), and the verse Vayomer (and he said)
is not included in the binding.. One might think: the Ten Commandments,
though they are not included in the Command of shinnun (constant repetition)
are included in the Command of kshirah (binding) —says Writ to instruct us:
ukshartam (and ye shall bind) — these verses are in the binding and the Ten
Commandments are not in the binding”. Now, it is clear that this agreement
was directed against an opinion that the Ten Commandments are to be included
in the tephillin. Scholars, however, not having proper acquaintance with the
realities of that period, thought the argument a drush, an exposition for its own
sake, with no practical intent. Now that there have been found in Wadi Qumran
tephillin containing the Ten Commandments, we learn that we must deal more
carefully with statements by the Ancients, whether Jews or non-Jewish, and
not consider their statements idle words, even when we do not understand
them. Concerning the Ten Commandments, it appears that originally they were
included in the tephillin but on account of heretics who said that only the Ten
Commandments were given to Moses at Sinai, our Sages opposed their inclusion
in the tephillin with the clear intent of separating the pious from the heretics.

Also the copper tablets that were found in the Judean Desert clarify for us
ancient customs of the Second Temple Period, mentioned in the Apocrypha and
the Mishna. These and the Scrolls cast a new light on the Second Temple Period,
particularly the sect that labored to write and preserve them.
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