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PREFACE.

AN apology is hardly necessary for presenting
these Tracts in this form. They were mostly trans-
ferred from the columns of The Truth SBeeker, and
made up for separate distribution, without particu-
lar care or arrangement. They were not written
with the expectation of appearing in book form,
and it is hoped the reader will make due allow-
ances for imperfections of style and language.

Their being independently paged arises from their
being designed originally for separate distribution.
If the convenience of having them bound together;
if the earnestness of manner and truthfulness of
argument are duly appreciated by the reader, then
will be realized the fondest hopes of

: THE PUBLISHER.
NEw York, Jan. 31, 1876.



[Truth SeexEr Tracts. No. 56 ]

Bible Contradictions.

ReapER: Is the Bible Divine ot Human? Is it
the word of God or the work of man ? If the first,
it must be perfect, true and uncontradictory; if the
last, it may be imperfect, untrue and contradictory.
1t it is found to be the latter, it cannot be of God.
Have you searched the Scriptures? Have you atten-
tively read the Bible? What do .you think of its
truthfulness ¢ We commend a few passages to your
consideration.

I have seen God face to face. . . . No man hath seen
God at any time.

With God aH things are possible. . . . Andthe Lord
was with Judah, and he drave out the inhabitants of the
mountain ; but could not drive out the inhabitants of the
valley, because they had chariots of iron.

I am the Lord, I change not. I will not go back, neither.
will Irepent. . . . And God repented of the evil that
he said he would do unto them, and he did it not.

There is no respect of persons with God. . . . Jacob
have I loved, and Esau have I hated.

Is .not my way equal? . . . For whosoever hath,to
him shall be given; but whosoever hath not, from him
shall be taken away even that he hath.

I am a jealous God, visiting the iniquities of the fath-
ers upon the children. . . . The son shall not bear the
iniquity of the father. ' .

Ttis impossible for God to lie. « 4 , If the Prophetbe
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deceived when he hath spoken a thing, I the Lord have
deceived that prophet.

Take no thought for the morrow. . . . But if any
provide not for his own, and especially for those of his
own house, be hath denied the faith and is worse than an
infidel.

All they that take the sword shall perish with the sword.
. . . Hethathath no sword, let him sell his garment
and buy one.

Provide neither gold nor silver nor scrip for your jour-
ney, neither shoes nor yet staves. . . . Take nothing
save a slaff only; no secrip, no bread, no money, but be
shod with.gandals,

Be not afraid of them that kill the body. . . . And
after these things Jesus would notwalk in Jewry, because
the Jews sought to kill him. '

Remember the Sabbath day to keep it holy. . . . The
new moons and sabbaths 1 cannot away with; it is in-
iquity.

Thou shalt not commit adultery. . . All'the women
children keop alive for yourselves,

Whore-mongers and adulterers God will judge. . . .
Then said the Lord unto me, Go yet, love a woman, an
adulteress.

If brethren dwell together and one of them dle the
wife of the dead shall not marry without; her husband’s

brothe- shall take her to wife, . . . If a man shall take
his brother’s wife, it is an unclean thing.
I counsel thee to keep the king’s commandment, .. . .

But the midwives feared God, and did not as the king
commanded.

Let every soul be subject to the higher powers, . . .
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, answered and said:
Be it known unto thee, O king, that we will not serve thy
gods nor worship the golden image which thou hast

" get up.

For rulers are not aterror to good works but to evil,

. . . Andthe rulers were gathered together against Lhe
Loxd and against his Christ, -
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The powers that be are ordained of God. . . . Both

ad and Ponti Pilato,

[ = 9%
Lerod and rontius ruate.

N

And it was the third hour, and they crucified him. . . .
It was about the sixth hour, and he saith, Shall I erucify
your king ?

The first day of the week cometh Mary Magdalene unto
the sepulchre. . . . The first day of the week came
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Mary Magdalene and Mary, the mother of James, and
Salome brought sweet spices. . . . It was Mary Mag-
dalene and Mary, the mother of James, and other women,
that were with them.

And the men which journeyed with him [Paul] stood
speechiess, hearing a voice, but seeing no man. . . .
And when we were all fallen to the earth, 7 heard a voica.
And they that were with me heard nof the voice,

Therefore Michal, the daughter of Saul, had no ehlld
until the day of her death, . . . The five sons of Michal,
the daughter of Saul.

And the anger of the L rd was kindled against Israel,
and he moved David against them to say, Go, number
Israel. . . . And Batan provoked David to number Is-
rael.

And David’s heart smote him after he ©ad numbered
the people. And David said unto the Lord, I have sinned

greatly in that Thave done, . . . David did that

was right in the eyes of the Lord all the days of his hfe.
save only in the matter of Uriah the Hittite.

I bear witness of myself, yet my record is true.
If I bear witness of myself my witness is not true.

By the deeds of the law shall no flesh be justified.

Mha doorg f tha lnw cha A Trradifa
The doers of the law shall be justified.

‘A man is not justified by the works of thelaw. . . . Ye
gee, then, how that by works a man is justified.

The trumpet shall sound and the dead shall be raised.

. . . Hethat gosth down to the grave shall come up no
maore,

My yoke is easy and my burden islight. . . . All that
will live godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution.
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There shall no evil happen fo the just, . . . Ye shall
b2 hated of all men for my name’s sake.

Wisdom’s ways are ways of pleasantness and all her
paths are peace. . . . In much wisdom is much grief,
and he that increaseth knowledge increaseth sorrow.

It shall not be well with the wicked, neither shall he
prolong his days. . . . Wherefore do the wicked live,
become old, yea. are mighty in power,

Foolishness is bound up in the heart of a child, but the
rod of correction will drive it far from him. ., , . The
thou shouldst bray a fbol in mortar, yet will not, his fool-
ishness depart from him.

The rich man’s wealth is his strong tower. . . . Woe
unto you that are rich. . . . The destruction of the
poor is his povertys ¢ € ¢

Blessed be ye poor, . . . Give me neither povertynor
riches, lest I deny thee, or lest I be poor and steal.

The above quotations are correctly given ; though,
for brevity’s sake, chapter and verse are omitted.
They are but a small part of the contradictions the
Bible contains. They may, indeed, be recorded by
hundreds and thousands, to say nothing of other fal-
lacies and absurdities.

Those who wish a larger collection of Bible contra-
dictions, are referred to a pamphlet called Self-Contra-
dictions of the Bible, containing forty-eight pages.
Price, 25 cents. Sold at the office of Tur TrurH
SEEKER.

READ THE TRUTH SEEKER,
subseribe for it, and induce your friends to do the same. -
Published Bemi-Monthly at $1 76 per year. After January
18t, 1878, it will be published weekly, at$2 00 per year.

D. M. BENNETT, Editor and Proprietor,
6 Broadway, NT



(T'rure Serxer Tracrs, No. 57}

BY B. F, UNDERWO0OD.

The advocates of Christianity are fond of dwelling
on the character of Jesus. They never tire of extolling
him. His character, they affirm, is perfect; and
perfection, they say, does not belong to man; Jesus
therefore, mugst have been superhuman and divine,

Accepting as correct, the record of his life as given
in the New Testament, Jesus was, in my opinion
very far from perfection.

A perfect being would not have taught that moral
merit belongs to correct religious belief, or moral de-
merit to erronecus religious belief, when men’s re-
ligious opinions are not under the control of the will,
but are due largely to circumstances beyond their
control, such as the views of their parents and early -
instructors, their education, opportunities for study
and their characteristics inherited from their ances-
tors.

He would not, in pardoning a woman guilty of

--adultery, have exempted her from punishment on a
Jalse principle. The tenderness of heart that-is leni-
eni to the misiakes and faulis of ilie unfortunaie, is

~ : o
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deserving of praise, and when Jesus said to the

woman, ‘“Go thy way and sin no more,” we admire

his words ; but when he said, “‘Let him that is without

sin cast the first stone,” he enunciated a principle,
which it carried out in practical life, would exempt

from punishment every eriminal on earth. ‘

He would not have said to a poor Syro-Phenician
woman, when asked to heal her child (even though he
granted her request) ‘‘ It is not meat to take the chil-
dren’s bread and throw it to the dogs.”

‘He would not have cursed a fig-tree, becange it was
without figs, when *‘ the time of figs was not yet.”

He would not have made the foolish promise to his
disciples, that as a reward for adhering to him, they
should one day sit on twelve thrones judging the
twelve tribes of Israel.

He would not have denounced whole cities because
they declined to receive his disciples a8 teachers.
Mat. x.15, and xi. 24. A

He would never have uttered the revengeful, retali-
atory words, ‘‘Whosoever shall deny me before
men, him will I also deny beforemy father which is
in heaven.”

He would not have said to frail, fallible man, ‘I will
give unto thee, the keys of thekingdom of heaven, and
whatsoever thou shalt bind on earth shall be bound in
heaven, and whatsoever thiou shalt loose on earth, shall
be losoed in heaven.” Mai. xvi. 18, and xviii. 18.

He would not have predicted the end of the world,
and declared, ‘¢ Verily I say unto you, this generation
shall not pass away until all these things are fulfill-
ed.”

He would not have heen so far led away by unrea-
soning enthusiasm as to promise to his followers nir-
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aculous ‘“ signs "—power to speak with new tongues,
drink poison, etc., with impunity. Mat. xvi, i6.

He would not have told his followers that whatever
they asked believing, they should receive.

A perfect being would nothave taught men to “‘take
no thought for the morrow ;¥ nor would he have
taught ** Blessed be ye poor, for yours is the kingdom
of God.” * Dut woe unto you that are rich, for you
have received your,consolation.” TLuke vi.20-24.
When poverty isthe cause of misery and crime, and
when it is a duty and a virtue to acquire a competence
in life, N

He would not have comdemned to endless punish-
ment those who should refuse to assist believers, or
be unrepentant at his promised coming.

He would not have talked foolishly of *everlasting
fire,” and the ‘‘ Devil and his angels.”

He would not have declared that a man who should
obtain a divorce from his wife for any other reason
than fornication and the man who should marry the
woman 80 divorced would * commit adultery,” since
there are other just and sufficient reasons for di-
vorce, than fornication.

Hewould not have encouraged bodily mutilation
“for the kingdom of heaven’s sake,”

He would, in advising the Jews to pay tribute, have
given the proper reason ornone at all. He would
have told them to pay tribute because it was just,
or because refusal would have involved them in revolu-
tion which could only result in failure, and not simply
because Ceesar’s image and superscription happened
to be on the coin, which was just no reason at all.

Hewould not have selected for an associate a man like

.Judas in whom Jesus adm#ted he was deceived when
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be quoted and applied to himself the words of David :
‘“ Mine own familiar friend in- whom I trusted, which
did eat of my bread, hathlifted up his heel against
me.”

A perfect being would not have been so unmanned
and terrified by the approach of death as to be in
‘agony” and sweat as it were great drops of blood.
His deportment would have been more like that of the .
heathen - Socrates, who conversed freely with " his
friends, endeavored to sustain' their fortitude and

<lighten their grief, and when the time came, drank
_ the fatal hemlock with as little concern apparently
as though it had been a glass of wine. The agony
and despair of Jesus increased to the fatal moment,
and his last words prompted by his suffering and the
utter hopelessness of his position—so it would seem—
were words of reproach against his God, *“ My God,

myv (lod mhv hagt thon forsaken me.”

iy woQ, a8t LAoU 10rsaken

A perfect bemg, assuming the office of a teacher
and reformer, would have condemned human slavery,
in clear and distinet terms, when it was one of the
great and wide-spread evils of the day. This Jesus
never did.

He would have pomted out the injustice, wrong and
bad effect of despotic government. Jesus did nothing
of the kind. :

He would have taught that just governments derive
their rightful powers{rom the consent of the govern-
ed, Jesus taught no such doctrine.

He would have recognized and enforced the great
maxims of political and social freedom, contained in
the manifestation known as the Declaration of Inde-
pendence. He would have spoken unequivoeally in
favor of réligious freedom 3‘"d the rights of cdnscienqg.

K
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In changing the Jewish law of divorce he would
have provided for the separation of the wife from the
husband, upon the application of the former, for
proper reasons, and not have left woman as helpless
as shie was under the old Jewish law.

He would have taught the importance of thought-
fulness and provision for the future.

- He would have spoken of the intellectual and mor-
al progress of the race, confidence in which is no un-
important incentive to enterprise. Jesus preferred to
talk about *‘devils ” and everlasting ** fire.”

Hewould have encouraged the study of science,
philosophy and art. Jesus gave these civilizers no
encouragement. ‘

We may add that Jesus taught no important origi-
nal doctrine—not one. He gave to the world no new
discoveries. No useful inventions. He furnished no
new light to the understanding on any of the doctrines
which he taught second-hand.

That such an individual as Jesuc once lived there
is reason to believe ; that he was a devout, conscien-
tious man is probable, judging from the half historical,
half legendary accounts that have descended to us;
that he said or did all the contrary things ascribed to
him is unlikely; that we have any thing like & correct
record of his life is highly improbable ; but that as
portrayed in the gospels, he is not a character to be
held up for admiration and iwitation in the Nine-
teenth century is very evident, .



[I'rute SeekeEr Tracrs. No.58.]

PROPHECIES.

BY B. ¥. UNDERWOOD.

Mn. Epitor:—The prophecies of the Bible tnrnish
the theologiamn with one of his favorite -arguments
in favor of the Divine origin of the Bible.

The power to foretell events, however, is no proof
of supernatural intervention. Lincoln wasa proph-
et when he said, ‘‘This nation canunot remain per-
manently half slave and half free.” Roussean was a

«prophet when he predicted the French Revolution.
There is a passage in the Media of Seneca that is cer-
tainly very prophetic. It reads thus: ¢‘Times shall
hereafter come, when the chainof things shall be
relaxed by the ocean ; a vast country shall be reveal-

" ed; the sea shall unfold new worlds, and Thule
cease 1o be the most distant country.” Berkeley's pro-
phetic verses on America are familiar to the common
reader, are indeed rather remarkable. ‘‘A prophet-
ical pamphlet,” says the Edindurgh Rebiew of July,
1844, ‘‘published by the famous astrologist Lilly,
was thought to be so signally verified by the great fire of
London, that the author was summoned before the
House of Commons and publicly requeﬁted there tb
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favor them with the prospects of the nation for 1852..
Zadkiel, the English astrologist, published the nativ-
ity of Louis Napoleon, in which occurred the follow-
ing passage: ‘‘But let him not dream -of lasting
honors or prosperity. He shall foundno dynasty, he
shall wear no durable crown ; but in the midst of
deeds of blood and slaughier, with afirighted Europe
trembling beneath the weight of his daring martial
hosts, he descends beneath the heavy hands of fate,
and falls to rise no more ; with none to mourn him,
none to inherit his renown, none to record his good
deeds and none to lament his destruction.” Already
the author of this prophecy is making useof it, in the
late copy of his almanac to prove that astrology is a-
science, and to increase his reputation and business:
One of the most remarkable prophecies on record is
that  of an old negro woman, who foretold Jose-
phine’s royal destiny. Josephine’s own narrative, as
related by her to the ladies of her court and repro-
duced by her biographer, Memes, is as follows :

“One day, sometime before my first marriage,

while takine mv usual walk, I ohgerved a numbar of
whiie taxing my usual walkx, 1 observed a numaer of

negro girls, assembled around an old woman, engaged
in telling theirfortunes. I drew near to observe their
proceedings. The old sybil, on beholding me, utter-
ed aloud exclamation, and almost by force, seized my
‘hand. She appeared to be under the greatest agita-
‘tion. Amused at these absurdilies, as I thought
__t.hem, 1 allowed her to proceed, saying, ‘8o you dis-
‘cover something extraordinary in my destiny?
‘Yes.” ‘Is happiness or misfortune to be my lot ¥
“Misfortune. Ah, stop! and happiness too.” ‘You
take care not to commit yourself, my dame. Your
oracles are not intelligible.® I am not permitted to?
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render them more clear,’ said the woman raising her
eyes with a mysterious expression towards heaven.
‘But to the point,” I replied, for my curiosity began
tobe excited. ‘ What read you concerning me in
futurity »* ‘What do I see in the future? You will
not believe me if I speak.’ *Yes, indeed, assure you.
Come, my good mother, what am I to fear and hope?
“On your head be it then; listen : You will be mar-
ried soon ; that union wiil not be happy. You will
become & widow and then—then you will be queen of
France. Some happy years will be yours. But you -
will die in a hospital, amid civil commotion.’”

Of this prophecy, Allison, the historian, says:
“The history of Josephine had been very remarka-
ble. She was born in the West Indies; and it had
early been prophesied by an old negress that she
should lose her first husband, be extremely unfortu-
nate, but that she should afterwards be greater than a
queen. This prophecy, the authenticity of which is
placed beyond a doubt, was fulfilled in the most sin<
gular manner. Her first husband, Alexander Beau-
harnais, a general in the army of the Rhine, had been
guillotined during the French Revolution ; and sle,
who was also imprisoned at the same time, was only
saved from death by the fall of Robespierre. So
strongly was the prophecy impressed-on her mind that
while lying in the dungeon of the Conciergerie, ex-
pecting every hour to be summoned to the Revolu-
tionary Tribunal, she mentioned it to her fellow
prisoners, and to amuse them named some of them as
ladies of the bed-chamber—a jest which she after-
wards lived to realize to one of their number.” In a
note, Allison adds: ‘‘The author hegrd of thi
prophecy long before Nupoleon's elevation to the’
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throne, from the late Countess of Bath and the Coun-
tess of Ancram, who were educated in the same con.
vent with Josephine, and had heard her repeatedly
mention the circumstance in early youth.”

There is not a prophecy in the Bible as well attested
or as remarkable as this one respecting - Josephine,
yet no theologian will attempt to explain it by sup-
posing the old negress was divinely inspired to make
these prophetic utterances.

All ages and nations have had their prophets. Some-
times they have hit the truth; sometimes they.have
misged. The proportion of failures probably equals
if it does not exceed that of the successful guesses.
Hundreds and thousands are uttering prophecies
every day. Some of them arerecorded, but the larger
number, when repeated, are recalled from memory
and related, often with artful, frequently with unde.
signed addition or omission to make them corres-
pond with events that have occurred. 'When proph-
ecies fail, and the failure is evident, they drop into
forgetfulness, except when they are skillfully modi-
fied or twisted out of their original meaning and in.
geniously applied to events never thought of by
their authors.

Prophecies, as a rule, prove failures in proportion
to their circumstantiality and particularity of state-
ment. Indefiniteness is the characteristic of most
prophecies that have come down from antiquity.
Could many of the old Bible prophets return to earth
and look over their own predictions, they would
probably find it as difficult to explain them as it was
for Jean Paul Ritcher in his advanced years to ex-
plain an obscure passage in one of his works. *‘ When
I wrote that sentence,” said he, ‘“God and I knev%
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what it meant : God may know now, but as for my-

self I have long since forgotten it.”

Before a prophecy can be cited as evidence of any-

thing supernatural it must be shown
# .1, That the prophecy has been fulfilled.

2. That it was written or uttered before the event
occurred.

3. That it is in clear and specific language that
will not apply about equally well to different events.

4. That the prediction has not been tampered with
to correspond with the event,

5. That the narrative has not been modified to suit
the prediction.

6. That some indviduals, peculiarly organized in
certain conditions cannot, by their unassisted powers,
have a clearer vision of coming events than the ordin-
ary mind in its normal state. '

7. That the correspondence between the predic-
tion and occurence is not a mere coincidence.

8. That the event predicted could not possibly
have been foreseen by human sagacity.

The reasonableness of these criteria is evident,
Ithink. Yetwhatprophecy in the Rible carefully
examined and falrly tested l)y them, will sustain the
sssumption of the theologian as to its Divine origin ?

Respectfuily, - B. F. UNDERWOOD.
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Bible Prophecies Regarding Babylon.

BY B. ¥. UNDERWOOD.

The prophecies of the bible are frequently appealed
to as evidence of the divine origin of that book. But
“a prophecy does not necessarily prove superhuman
agency. Lincoln was a prophet when he said, *‘ This
nation cannot remain permanently half slave and half
free.” Rousseau was a prophet when he predicted the
French revoluation of 1789. The old negrss, who told
Josephine when she was a girl, that she would one
day be the Empress of France, uttered a prophecy more
remarkable perhaps than any contained in the bible.
This prophecy according to the historian Allison, was
often related in the social circles of Europe long be-
fore Napoleon ascended the French throne.

The Freethinker hasa right to demand evidence
that any bible prophecy appealed to in proof of in-
gpiration, was uttered before the event predicted
eccurred ; that it has not been changed to correspond

—t
with ‘uw‘-° svont ; that the account of the gvent has not

¥
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been modified to conform to the prophecy ; that the
prophecy is in clear unambiguous language ; that it is
not equally applicable to different events; that the
whole prediction has been verified, and that the event
predicted was clearly beyond the power of man to
foresee.

Judged by these reasonable criteria there is not one
prophecy in the bible that will sustain the claims of
theologians, Take the prophecies respecting Baby-
lon, which are so frequently appealed to in proof ot the
inspiration and divinity of the bible.

““ And Babylon the glory of kingdoms, the beauty
of the Chaldees’ excellency shall be as when God over-
threw Sodom and Gomorrah. It shall never be in-
habited, neithgr shall it be dwelt in from geuneration
to generation ; neither shall the Arabian pitch tent
there ; neither shall the shepherd make their folds
there ; but the wild beast of the desert shall lie there,
and satyrs shall dance there. And the wild beasts of
the islands shall cry in their desolate houses, and
dragons in their pleasant palaces; and her time is
near to come, and her days shall not be prolonged.”
Isaiah, chap. xiii : 19-22.

Jeremiah says: ¢ And it shall come to pass when
seventy years [of Jewish captivity] are accomplished,
that I will panish the King of Babylon, and that na.
tion, saith the Lord, for their iniquity, and the land of
the Chaldeans, and will make it perpetual desolation.”
Chap. xxv: 12,

As God overthrew Sodom and Gomorrah and the
neighboring cities thereof, saith the Lord, so shall no
msn abide there, neither shall any son of man dwell
therein,” Jere. 1: 40.

It is evident from Isaiah, chapters xm and xy
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that this sweeping destruction was to be affected by
an invading army.

Now what are the facts respecting the condition of
Babylon since the alleged dates of the prophecies I
-have quoted. Iwill, in answer to this question, give
a few extracts from Layard’s Ninevah and Babylon,
the highest authority that can be appealed to on this
subject.

‘¢ After the defeat of Darius and the overthrow of
the Persian supremacy, Babylon opened its gates o
Alexander who deemed the city not unworthy to be-
come the eapital of his mighty empire.” p. 454."

*The last blow to the prosperity and even existence
of Babylon was given by Seleucus, when he laid the
foundation of his new capital on the banks of the
Tigris (B. C. 322). Only a few Chaldeans continued
to dwell around the ruins of their sacred edifices.”
p. 465.

¢« 8till however a part of the population appears to
have returned to their former seats, for in the second
century of the Christian era, we find the Parthian King
Evemerus sending pumerous families from Babylon
into Media, to be sold as slaves, and burning many
areat and beautiful edifices, still slanding in the city.”
p. 455,

““In the time of Avgustus, the city is said to have
been entireily deserted, excepc by a few Jews, who
still lingered among tlée ruins.” p. 455,

‘“ Amid the heaps that marked the site of anclcnt
Babylon herself there arose (in the seventh century),
the small town of Hillah,” p. 455,

t“Hillah may contain about 8000 or 9000 inhabi-
tants. A few half ruined mosques and pubhc baths
are its principal buildings. Its bazaar #ipplics the‘%
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desert Arabs with articles of clothing, arms, dates,
coffee, corn, and contains a few Manchester goods
and English cutlery—around the to-vn and above and
below it for some miles, are groves and palm trees
forming a broad belt on both sides of the river.,” p.
457. .
‘¢ A theory, put forward first by Col. Rawlinson 1
believe, that the ruins around Hiflah do not mark the
site of the firat Babylon, has I presume been abandon-
ed.” p. 456.

‘- Hillah, like most towns in this part of Turkey, é
peopled by Arabs once belonging to different tribes,
but now forgetting their clanships in a sedentary life.
Théy maintain however a friendly intercourse with
the Bedouins, and with the wild inhabitants of the
marshes.” p. 417.

From the summit of Birs Nimroud I gazed over a vast
marsh, for Babylon is made * a possession for the bittern
and pools of water.’ Inthemidstof the swamps could
be faintly diséinguished the mat huts of the Kaazail,
forming villages on the small islands. The green
morass was spoted with flocks of the black buffalo.
The Arab settlements showed the activity of a hive of bees,’
p. 427. ‘

“Shortly after my arrival at Hillah, I visited. the
Birs Nimroud, accompanied by Zaid, and a company
of well armed Agayls. Spying a party of the Kazail
Arabs retreating from the marshes with “their tents
and cattle, they fell upon them, and under my shadow
carried off a few cows and sheep, inflicting at the
same time, some severe lance wounds upon the own-
ers.” p. 422,

Thus we see that the city which was to be destroyed
by a great army ‘‘from the north country,” the _}ty

E
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wliose time was near at hand, whose days, it was de-
clared should not be prolonged, which was to be
‘“perpetusi desolation,” after the Jewish captivity
and never to be inhabited nor dwelt in from genera-

“ tion to generation, where the Arab was never to pitch

:

his tent even ; the city which was to ‘‘be as when
God overthrew Sodom and Gomorrah”—was a large
and important city after she prophecies were written
and after the captivity of the Jews, that Alexander
intended to make it the seat of his greatempire;
that afterwards it declined gradually like other ancient
cities, yet ‘‘ Jews still lingered among the ruins” in
the time of Augustus; that in the seeond century of
the Christian era, it still contained inhabitanis and
“many great and beautiful edifices still standing ;”
that at a later datc Hillah arose on the site of the
ancient city ; that the town has now a population ef
from 8 to 9 thousand, aud is peopled chiefly by Arabs;
that -other portions of the ground on which ancient
Babylon stood, are inhabited by Arabs whose settle-
ment show ‘‘the activity of a hive of bees,” while all
around, the green morass is spotted with flocks of
the black buffalo ; and that a British traveler actually
saw Arabs with their tents, retreating from the
qnarshes which form a part of the site of the old
city. .-
It should be borne in mind that ‘according to the
ancient historian, Herodotus, Babylon formed a per-

-fect square of sixty miles—fifteen on each side. The

game historian informs us that the v hole, plain of
Babylon in the past had been subject to inundations,
and that the city was protected by artificial canals
and embankments, kept in repairs at vast_expense,

? There was, therefore, nothing improbable ik the ides
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that a portion of the ground on which Babylor stood
would sometime become * pools of water ;” but when
the fiery old Hebrew prophets, declared in pronounc-
ing Babylon’s doom, that the destruction of the city
should be speedy and its desolation complete, and
proeeeded to give particulars of its future condition,

ulL_y lnu.. on record what in the u'ght of pre%em
knowledge, must bé regarded as proof of the unrelia-
ele character of their prophetic writings, and evidence
that they wrete riot by divine inspiration, but from
intense hatred of their oppressor and from impatience
of her destruction.

Nelson and some other writers have attemptel to
vindicate the correctness of the propheciesto which I
have referred by quotations from Rollin and Volney ;
but it seems not to occur to mary who still quote
these old authors, that discoveries made since their
death render their work of no va'ue, so far as they
relate to the site or condition of Babylon. not to
mention other cities named in the hible.
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Esekiel’s Prophecy Concerning Tyre.

BY B. F. UNDERWOOD,

The prophecy respecting Tyre is among those the
most frequently referred to by Christian clergymen,
as evidence of the divine origin of the bible. Yet
this very prediction furnishes the Freethinker with
one of the strongest proofs of the liability of the old
Hebrew prophets to make mistakes when they at-
tempted to speak of the future.

The prediction is contained in the 26th chapter of
Ezekiel. The ‘ Lord God ” is represented as saying:

‘‘Behold I will bring upon Tyrus, Nebuchadnezzar
king of Babylon, a king of kings from the north, with

horses and with chariots and with horsemen and com-
panies ‘and much people.—v. 7.’

% With the hoofs of his horses shall be tread down
all thy streets: he shall slay thy people by the sword,
and thy strong garrisons shall go down to the ground.

5 —v. 11 ' .
“And I will make thee like the top of a fock: thov ?
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shalt be a place to spread nets upon, thou shalt ba
built no more: forI the Lord hath spoken it, saith
the Lord.—v. 14,

“I will make thee a terror and thou shalt be no
more; though thou be sought for, yet shalt thou nev-
er be found again, saith the Lord.”—v. 21.

According to the prediction, clear and explicit as
far as it goes, Tyre was to be destroyed by Nebuchad-
nezzar, the destruction was to be total and complete,
the city never was to be rebuilt, and the site, though
songht for, was ‘‘never to be found again.”

The history of Tyre, instead of veritfying the predic-
tion, clearly shows that the prophet’s indignation
against the proud city that had exulted over the sad
fate of Jerusalem greatly exceeded his ability to fore-
sce and foretell the vicissitudes of fortuue which
awaited it.

Inthe firgt place there is no evidence that Nebu-
chadnezzar ever captured Tyre. Josephus who had
access to histories not now extant, never intimates
that such an event took place. Not a Greek or Ro-
man author whose works have descended to us, makes
any allusion to it. Writers in the latter part of the
4th century A. C. stated distinctly that there was no
reference to the capture of Tyre by the Chaldeans in
the historical writings then in existence of the Greeks
and Pheeniceans; and Jerome, the Christian Father,
while noticing this fact, was unable to adduce any
authority to disprove jt. Even the prophet who utter-
ed the oracle, sixteen years afterward, took back” his
own words, as the 18th verse of the 20th chapt'e‘t'bf

Ezekiel plainly implies that Nebuchadnezzar was Wi

successful in his efforts to capture Tyge. Ttis nqw
generally conceded by historians and bibHcal schgf:
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ars that there is no proof that the Chaldean ‘monarch
was successful in his siege of Tyre, but that there are
very strong reasons for the conclusion that the city -
was not captured by him. )
In the second place, we know that Tyre continued
to be a large and important city for centuries from the
time of Nebuchadnezzar. In the vear 332 B. C.;it
was besieged for seven months, and finally taken by
Alexander the Great. It was then populous, wealthy
and strongly fortified. Thirty thousand of its inhab-
itants, we are told, were sold a®”slaves. In accord-
ance with the barbarous custom of the times, the de-
fenders of the city were executed. It was subjget to
"the Macedonian kings of Syrin until the Romans took
possession of it in the year 65 B. C., down to which
time and afterward it continued an important and
prosperous city. The accounts of Strabo and Jose-
phus leave no doubt that, in the time of Augustus, it
was more populous than Jerusalem. Its prosperity
seems to haye been uninterrupted from the first to the
fifth century A. C. According to Jerome, who wrote
about 414, the ciy in his time was *‘ the most noble
and beautiful in Pheenicea.” He was perplexed to
know how to reconcile its existence in his day—a
thousand years from the alleged date of the prophecy
—with the words of Ezekiel, that it should be de-
stroyed and be ‘‘ built no more.” During the Arabi~
an revolution that took place under Mahomet, it was
again the subject of conquest, but its capture by the
Khalif Dmar did not put a period to its existence.
When, five hundred years later (1144), it surrendered
“to the Christians, it was still a beautiful and- flourish-
. Ing city, and so continued down to the glose of the
. thirteenth century, or 1800 years from the time théy
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Hebrew prophet said it should be desiroyed by the
Babylonian king and never be rebuilt. It was re-
captured by the Saracens in 1291. Since that time, it
has experienced fitful revivals of prosperity, but has
gradually declined, until it is now reduced to a town
of about 5,000 inhabitants, Itis now known by the
name of Sour (or Sur). .

The fulfilment of the prophecy respecting Tyre, if
literally verified, would be no evidence of the inspi-
ration of the prophet, for when he wrote Nebuchad-

" nezzar was probably already marshalling his hosts,
and guite likaly besféging the city; its capture seemed
probable, and if totally destroyed and covered by the
sea, its fate wonld have been identical with that of
many other cities of the ancient world: But the
prophet made a mistake, and furnishied the Free
tl inkers with an unanswerable objection to his claim
that he wrote by the authority of ‘““the Lord God.”

Dr. Bellows, the distinguished Unitarian scholas
and. divine, in one of his letters from the East,
wrote

“We thought over the twenty-seventh chapter oi
Ezekiel, which so boldly and eloquently predicted the
ruin of the proud city, which had already, in the
prophet’s days, become a synonym of luxury, pros
perity and worldliness. The book-makers would have
us believe that the prophecies in regard to the destruc
tion of these cities that border on their sacred land.
were verified with the most Jiteral fidelity, and that ev
ery line of them had aspecial application and gpeeific
fulfilment. The real truthis, that the destruction of ak
great cities is certain, if only time enough is given ;
and that a thousand years might usually blot out’ the
foundationa of any town, or to build them over with
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snew cily. A few cities retain their names, after
thrice as Jong a period, but they retain nothing else.
Damascus, the oldest city in the world, is a citya
dozen times rebuilt, and very often destroyed. Tyre
has been destroyed and rebuilt and revived at least
five times. To which of its destructions are the
words of Ezekiel to be applied ? The noble indigna-
tion of the prophet, venting his solemn sense of the
destruction that waits on all the pride of this world,
upon prosperous Tyre, would have been just as carefully
fulfilled if applied to any other sea-coast cily which had
reached prosperity. It is of the providential nature of
civilizations, as the world changes its wants, and
starts new types of life on fresh soils, to decay, and
no virtue or piety will save them from this fate ulti-
nmately. Tt is as certain as death for every man.

They (Tyre and Sidon) deserved doubtless the warn-
ings, reproofs, and threatenings they received from
the holy men who prophesied their downfall, but it
required no miraculous vision to announce for them
the certainty of a catastrophe which is universal and
gooner or later, falls on all great nations and great
cities.
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HISTORY OF THE DEVIL.

BY ISAAC PADEN.

It is believed by many, that originally the face of
the earth was smooth and pleasant, with gradual
slopes and rises; no frozen oceans or lakes to chill the
air ; and vegetation grew spontaneous as food for
‘man, free from toil, bricrs, thorns, thistles and
obnoxious weeds ; no mountains, craggy rocks, or
dismal swamps to impede the path of the traveler !
beauty and holiness covered the whole face of the
earth ; all good, and very good, throughout the vast
creation. This was the condition of things, when
man was placed upon the earth as its lord, with life
and immortality stamped upon every living thing ;
and man in the image and likeness of -his God, holy,
happy and perfect. Thus man stood in all his glory,
in the immediate presenceof the great I Am. This
period of man’s happiness, is also believed to have
been of short duration, and termminated in his fall,
" Death and mortality followed in the wake, as life and
immortality once reigned throughout all the earth ;
" now death and destruction commenced their ravages
upon man and beast, together with all that had life,
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and instead of unnntaneolm fruit for food for .man,
briers, thorns, thistles and obnoxious weeds covered
the face of the earth ; sorrow and trouble, vexation
and misery, together with endless damnation, were the
destiny of man, who had now to earn his bread by the
sweat of his brow during his natural life, and then.
die and go to an endless Hell.

Under this mighty change or somersault, all nature
groaned, man, beast,and everything that had life, re-
belled against its maker—God, for forcing them into
existence and leaving them unprotected, and all flesh
wherein there was life became corrupt and desperate-
ly wicked.

God now seeing what he had done, became exceed-
ingly sorrowful, and repented sore, and was grieved
to the heart that he had made man, and shed a flood

" of tears over his f(:“y and unwise act, and came
near drowning the whole race of man(here he wduld
have shown wisdom, had he made a clean sweep,
and improvised another set, by way of improvement).

This mighty revolution and universal destruction,
if theology be true, was the result of God placing too
great a responsibility upon the first man and the first
woman, and they fell, and all things fell with them ;
they being inexperienced in life, mistook a serpent,
one of the beasts of the field, which God had made
and pronounced it good ; but here they were sadly
mistaken (so says theology); instead of a friend it
proved to be the Devil, and through his perseverance,
they were induced to eat an apple or some other king#
of fruit, which the theologians tell usis the cause e
of all man’s trouble in this life and damnation in the g
next. )

This serpent, who our divines suy, is the Devil, is
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AY
he of whom we intend to give a short history ; in'so do-
ing, not having any personal knowedge of his majesty
we are forced torely upon hearsay evidence ; there-
fore asthat which we hear may not be true, our object
will be to make no statement except such as can be
well backed up by infallible history, or the declara-
tions of reverend gentlemen whose statements will
-not be disputed. A full and accurate description of
his person is not possible, such as the celor of his
hair, the weight of his body, the color of his pants,
the length of his tail, or the size of his horns, the
number of wrinkles on them, and the same as to his
cloven foot ; also his true name as he had, and has
many, also his form and visage all suited to each gene-
ration and nation who formed his acquaintance.
Whether his name was changed in honor for exploits,
or in derision is notknown ; and as for his origin this
question is undecided whether heis a part of God's
creation, or the result of some foreign power. Our
divines tells us he was originally an angel of light,
but that he fell from grace. This, if true, proves
that he was not of the Calvinistic order, yet he may
have been once a member of some other church,
whose members are in the habit of falling from gfle,
Be this as it may, wehave no knowledge of his peecul-
iar views on religion, but-we rather conclude he was
a Free thinker,-inasmuch as he taught Mother Eve
the benefit arising from ‘progression, or man would
have remained in the blind path of ignorance, and u
knowledge of goodand evil would never have been
brought to light, as God had forbid man to touch it,
and man would not have known right from wrong.
Our divines charge the Devil as being the prime
mover in the overthrow of the happy and beautiful
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condition in which God had placed man ; thereby ths
designs of the Almighty were thwarted. .

This, if true, may have been moreto try the strength
of his power or his extra ability in matters of busi-
ness than otherwise. Be this as it may, let it pass.

* The first account we have of his personal existence
and whereabouts, was in a beautiful garden filled
with trees planted by God himself, bearing all man-
ner of delicious fruits. Under the shade of oneof
these trees, history tells us, his satanic majesty made
his first appearance on earth, by, or under the name
of serpent (which now means a snake) ; here we find
him in sweet conversation with a female though in &
state of nudity, which proved that women at that
“age of the world did not run to fashion as they do
now. Who buta man destitute of social feelings,
would not envy his pleasuré¢, under such circumstan-
ces, talking over the events of the day in social chat ?
1t is evident he wds not aware at the time that she was
a married woman, as he never was known to return
the visit, which proved he was a gentleman of the
first water. Being thus disappointed in his first at-
tempt he never afterwards was known (Paul like) to
ch a woman ; yet it is said he haschildren. From
th fact, if true, he must have married. Neverthe-
less he may have remained a bachelor, and his chil-
dren may bave been adopted or assumed.

Our reverends tell us, he lied to this lady in
the garden and deceived her. If this be true he is
not to be helieved at all times. This question is a
matter of dispute, and remains undecided, whether he
lied or told the truth. It is true he said to the wo-
man, wiedom and knowledge was not calculated to
kill her, but if she partook of the fruit of the tree of
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knowledge of good and evil, she would be more like
God ; this waked up her ambition, and she was de-

- termined to know more than ghe did,and not remain

in total ignorance, and she partook of the delicious
fruit, and gave also to her husband. This is the
nature of women ; they love knowledge and delight
in knowing things, and Mother Eve should be thank-
ed, by every woman in the land, for her perscverance
in attaining to the knowledge of good and cvil, as it
has proved to be the basis and foundation of all edu-
cation and improvement.

1t is also a fact, that, following the advice of this
Devil, she became the mother of -dnventions, aund in-

-troduced to man the use of the needle, in making

clothes to cover man’s nakedness ; shame and modes-
ty before were unknown. Thus Mother Eve not only

~ stands at the head of education and refinement, but

the first inventor, and should any one examine the
libraries of the world and the patent offices of the
nations, he would see the result of the act of old
Mother Eve under the advisement of the Devil.
Nevertheless, it is claimed by infidels and unbelievers
insacred history that there is no personal Devil, and
if there ever was one, he has long since disa,[')pearfﬂ.
This we claim is not true, for the best of reasons. Two
or three unimpeachable reverendssay they saw and
had a personal encounter with ‘him ; one of them in
Eyrope,—the Rev. Mariin Luther, who threw his
inkstand into his face, claiming as a justification the
Devil insulted him'; however, it is evident Luther

- committed an assault and battery gpon the person,

whether justifiable or not, we can not say. :
He was also seen of a later date, by Rev. Joseph

- Bmith, in the State of New York, where Smith says

~
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he had & ‘‘rough and tumble” with him, respecting the
gold plates found by Bmith, who says the Devil
undertovk to wrench the plates from him, and
kicked Smith as Smith turned to leave him. If this
be true, he did not act the part of thé gentleman,
provided he considered Smith his equal.

He was also seen by Rev. Bloomburg in Sweden,
in a room, and when heleft he carried the whole side
of the house with him. This, if true, shows he must
haVe had the strength of Sampson. -

These facts are from the history of those Reverend
gentlemen, and by the mouths of two or three wit-
nesses the truth is established.

As for the credibility of Luther, Smith and
Bloomburg there can be no dispute. If Luther saw
him, there can be no doubt but that 3mith and Bloom-
burg saw him. They speak of his cloven foot, but
say nothing about his taii or horns. We infer from
this, he had lost them in some battle. :

His existenceis thus proven beyond a cavil, (except
his tails and horns, and they are accounted for) he
having Leen seen not only in Europe, but in America,
as well as in the early history of man, when snakes
ran on legs, and talked with human voice, and women
stood out in the open air without petticoats or skirts,
—nothing to obstruet a fair view of the beautiful
form of nature so attractive to the eye of man., King
David, though a man after God’s own heart, yet he
was unable to withstand the sight of Bathsheba,
Uriah’s wife.

Having now proved the existence of a personal
Devil, we proceed with our history. -

From the interview with the lady in the garden; we
hear but little of him, until the days of father Job,
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“when he (Satan, who is now called the Devil,) was
walking up and down upon the earth, viewing -his:
possessions that had fallen to him, in the treaty be-
tween him and God. This noble Prince, while pass--
ing & state house, when, on a certain day, there was
‘a convention in session, composed of the sons of God
as delegates, and ‘' Batan came also,” whether as a del-
- egate or spectator, (perhaps a lobbyist,) history does not
say ; but history warrants usin saying he was a dele-
gate, or an old chum of the chairman, who was God.
Itis evident he was not one of the meddlesome kind,
as he made no speech nor offered a resolution, until
after the chairinan asked him from whence he came,
the same as to say, ** We are now ready to serve you ;
what do you wish?” And Batan, (who is now called
the Devil ) answered, ‘‘From walking up and down
the earth, viewing my possessions.” Out of this
friendly conversation, a dispute arose, concerning the
goodness and integrity of a man called Job, the only
. man claimed in divine history to be perfect, and one
who eschewed evil, Yet this man was a Heathen
‘Prince ; what an idea ! that a Heathen Prince could
be the equal of a Jewish King, itis absurd in the ex-
treme, neverthelessit is a truth ; and to decide this
. dispute, Satan offered a resolution, which was dis-
cussed, and being declared in order, was passed with-
out opposition, and the Devil (Satan) made chairman
ofthe executive committee, and was instructed to make
report at thie next session. The convention adjourned,
to await the resuit, which was the confiscation of all
Job’s possessions. ‘
On a certain day the convention again opened, and
Satan came also, and after the same salutation, the
Devil being chairman of the executive committee, re-
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ported that the resolution had been executed to the

letter, and the object was not reached ; therefore the -

dispute was not scttled, and the Devil offered another
resolution ; ** Skin for skin, yea, all that 4 man hath
will he give for his life ; this resolution being duly
discussed and passed, and the Devil again made
chairman of the execulive committee, the result of
which was father Job lost his skin and came near
losing his life. <.

In this matter we have drawn our own conclusions.
Butit looks very much like gambling, on a hel of gues-
sing, and he had to pay the Dill, as it was gll done at
his expense; yet weare told Job was well paid after be-
coming a heathen banker ; and Job may have laugh-
ed heartily after it was all over, to think of the joke,
and the grand speculation in doubling his pile. To
all who have no higher aspirations than dollurs and
cents, it may appear just and right, though it cost
old Job asorc nide. )

From this, there is butlittle known of the Devil, until
he is again found in company with God's only sun.
What had become of all the sons of God in the days
of Job; history leaves us in the dark. But here
we find him in the wilderness, in the land of Judea,
figuring ina big speculation—trying to sell out his
possesions to the Son of God, and “move West.”

Here let us say, in this transaction, he was called
Devil ; previous to this date his names were more or
less respectful ; Serpent was once universally used
(especially in Egypt) as representing wisdom. Satan
and Demon were considered angelic or spiritual per-
sonages, and ranked and named with the Lords and
wons of God as can be seen in the days of Job, also in
the days of King David, they were so much alike, that

N
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the inspired writers, in giving an account of David
numbering the children of Israel, one says it was the
Lord, and another says it was Satan, who caused him
to doit. If the inspired writers could not tell whick
one caused David to do what he did, we are justified
in believing that at that time they  were very near

. alike—of the same rank at least.

It is also claimed by the inspired writers, the Devil

"made the first move towards preparing or securing a

sacrifice for man’s salvation, by entering into Judas
who delivered the sacrifice into the hands of the ex-
ecutioners ; this entering into Judas, is rather against
the position of a personal Devil ; but we presume Ju-
das was hollow; as it is said he bursted. As the
Devil failed to sell out the kingdoms of the earth, we
presume they are yet it his possession, though our
divines say that the poor Devil did not own one foot
of land at the time ; and there is now a dispute in
reference to his title. Nevertheless, it theology be
true, he holds a chattel mortgage on man, executed by
Adam in the Garden of Eden, and acknowledged be-
fore the Supreme Judge of the Ecclesiastical Court of
Heaven, which he forecloses us they ¢‘ pass over,” ex-
cept a few that are run off and secreted by the priests,
who justify this act by claiming the Devil cheated or
took the advantage of God through Adam in obtaining
this chattel mortgage on man.

Be this as it may, the Devil’s claims on man rest
upon the facts claimed by our divines, inreference to

" the fall of man through Adam. If the fall of manisa

fact, and was brought about by a fair and open day
trausaction, within the knowledge of God, and by
him permitted, as every preacher tells us, then the
Pevil did not cheat the Almighty, and legally he is
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catitled to all heclaims, though he may Lhave outwitted
God in a business transaction. Legally the mortgage
is good, so long as the fall of man is admitted, and
the only safety for man is to hire some priest to run
him off ; this question now decided we proceed.

‘We find by Divinerecord, that the Devil and the
Bon of God conversed together face to face, on friend-~
ly and social terms, the same as with his father in-the
days of Job, though they did not agree on every point
the same as in Job’s case, but nothing in thisis strange
or wrong, great men often disagree.

The Devil thus failing in his speculation with the

Son of ﬂl\ﬂ the pmaafe have made ita p"‘ﬁtable busi-

ness, in mnnmg men out of the Devil's jurisdiction.
One of the most successful ways used, is to run them
through fater, and in'this way he loses their track.
This running off business has given employment to
thousands, and some have made themselves immense-
ly rich, while others have nearly starved to death. .
This is a noble result arising from the existence of a
Devil, giving employment to so many, whese dispo-
sition isto lord it over hisfellow-men,

We again proceed with our history,

From his interview with the Son of God in the
wilderness of Judea, he is only occasionly spaken of
in the annals, until he is seen by Luther, Smith and
Bloomburg. Yet it is claimed he was once an inhab-
itant of Heaven, where he cansed a rebellion and had a
big fight wiih one HMichael, a Prince. In this battie
his name was called Dragon, (which represents power)
and from the facts claimned, he must have been a man
highly ésteemed, and one of influence, asit is claimed
heindiiced one-third of the powers that were (supposed:

tomean the Scuthern States) to rebel, and fall in with
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him, and thereby was enabled to make a big disturb-
ance, in a place where our divines tells us all is
peace, and quietness, and the weary traveler isforever
atrest. There must be a mistaken view in this
matter. However, it isevident there was not a man
on the throne at that time of the firmness of
Absbam Lincoln, or the Devil and his army would
not have been permitted to secede. A question of policy
may arise here. Lincoln denied the right of secession
* and whipped the rebels back into the traces again,
while God accepted the right to secede as a matter of
policy or choice, and got them out of Heaven as best
Le could. We cannot see but the right to secede is fully
established by Gof ; (this may only apply to mon-
archical kingdoms, not republics).” Lincoln braved
thestorm of war and brought the rebels to terms, and
cast out the Dragon (supposed to mean human slavery)
and there is now no place in Americafound for it."

But our divines tell us the Devil and all his forked-
tailed host are lhere upon earth. This accounts for
Luther, Smith and Bloomburg seeing him as they say
they did.

Whether he had any thing to do in the laterebellion
in the United States may be a question. There is one
thing certain as far as peace and quietness are con-
cerned, there can be but little choice between the
theological Heaven and the United States. Both have
been cursed with a rebellion and a war. If the
Devil caused the rebellion and war in Heaven, he
may have been the cause in America ; but not having
been seen in person at the head of the rebel army, we
conclude our rebellion was gotten up by the priests
and other designing men of our nation, who more for
the gake of profit than true honesty, taught the divine
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right of human slavery as an institution of Gog,
handed down from the days of Noah. This, the peo-
ple of a free and civilized nation, resented as an im
position, and a war was the result.

We again return to our subject. Onr divines claim
the Devil is gnilty of all manner of wickedness, that
he lied to mother Eve in the garden, by which he
thwarted the designs of the Almighty. How true this
may have been, I am not prepared to say, but if true,
the Devil is the smartest man of the two, he being
a progressionist, and God a stationary orthodox. It
is.not to be wondered at ; and it is the way with the
orthodox world to this day ; they a®® always behind,
and the last to yield to a scientific truth ; and should
the Devil occasionly get the advantage, it is only a
natural consequence. As for the Devil’s origin, pa-
rentage. &c., together with his peculiar traits of chiar-
acter, we have to depend upon history and our divines,
who say he was the son of the morning. Rather a
peculiar father indeed, but so it is, they say so, and
we take it for granted. He also is claimed to have
been once an angel in Heaven. These facts, if they
are facts, prove his parentage and originto be good
and respectable. How such a good fountain could
send forth such a mean Devil| is a theological mystery,
As his associates, both in Heaven and on earth,
were none other than first-class, all combine to
clothe the whole matter in a mystery, how such a
wean cuss ‘“‘could grow up undersuch influenfes” and
surroundmgs Every fact claimed gives the lie to the .
charge of his meanness. First, in a sweet conversa-
tion with a virtuous lauy, under me shade of a iree-
planted by God’s own hands; also in his travels up and
down upon theearth; no piace wasfound so cougemal

s
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and. suited to his taste, as a convention of the sons

of God, whose chairman wasg their father into which
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he entered, and was cordially entertainedin a social
chat with the president. It is true, they did nos
agree in their judgment. Yet their dispute ended in
a friendly bet. Whether they took any thing to drink
on the occasion, history does not informs us. How-
ever, Job paid the bill and the dispute ended. This,
we admit, isa stain upon his character, to gamble at
the expense of an honest man, or to give his consent
to afflict a man without cause. This being the only
mean trick through his life, there may be some
mistake about the matter. It is an admitted fact, he
wus the sole companion of the Son of God when on
earth for forty days at one time. Who can say he
did not keep the very best of company, both while in
Heuven and also on earth ?. Yet it is true, he and lus
associates, did . not fuily agree in all matters, but
whereis the wrong in this ?

Asfor histrue character and standing, it can be better
judged by the company he kept, than any other way.
Nevertheless the clergy charge upon him all manner

nf orimea Mhig ig a trait in thaeir charapter Thavy
crime, A5 18 & UIaLV I 140ir Caaradcier. <00y

treated God’s only son the same way, and in fact put
' _him to death, their admissions of facts prove the con-
trary.

1st. ‘They admit Heaven was the place of his ori-
gin and birth.

2d. He was the son of the morning. -

.8d. He was in office and an angel of light.

4th. Whenever seen alyays in the best of com-
pany ; even the last time seen was by three reverend
gentlemen. So far his character stands vastly ahead
of an average class of reverend gentlemen of our day,
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and we pronounce it good The orthodox Goa
could not dispense with his services; and he bas no
reason to be ashamed of him, as he never was known

to get drunk, as was the case with Noah and many

other of God‘s servants; neither was he everseenin a

house of ill-fame, s(uch as was the house of Rahab the
harlot, where the servanis ot Joshua—the acknowl-
edged chlef commander of the armies of the God of
Israel—resorted. :

But you will often hear his name mentloned in
churches. Some have supposed he was a chureh
member, inasmuch, as he first taught the advantages
in knowing good from evil—one of the most essentiul
lessons ever taught to man. Neither was he ever
known to commit adultery with woman, either mar-
ried or single, or in any way meddling with females,
other than by way of giving encouragment to ad-
vance in wisdom and knowledge, which hasgiven rise
to the present refined condition of man and woman.

He was never known to be angry or in any way
displeased, jealous or ‘‘full of wrath.” These pas-
sions belong to the kingdom of imperfection. Ile
was never known to repent or regret any Luiﬁg he had
done. This would show short-sightedness on his
part. And was never known to be displeased with a
man and kill him ; never known to t{ke any delight in
the shedding of human blood ; never weat at the head
of an army on earth, where they killed babes and
sucklings ; néver was known as having been pleased

with seeing the heads of human beings cut_ off and’

stuck upon poles for the gan to shine on ; never was
known to swear an oath or chew tobacco. The only
mean trick proven against him, was the part he took

in Job's case without cause. It is also admitted he -
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i-+wag8 a. man of influence ; wheén he seceded from
« Heaven, his mother country, his native home and place
"+ of birth. In this he did nothing more than our fore-
¢ fathers did, when they rebelied and seceded from the
« Kingdom of Great Rritain.
- There are but few, but what would be proud of
such a history of themselves, even such as the Devil
* is entitled to.
Thus we close our history, of him who is called the
=Devil, who while in Heaven was second to God him-
" self; now on earth stands despised by all church
- members. Yet they acknowledge him in their uni-
..versal church creeds in the sectarian churches,as the
~second person in the Godhead, as seen by the follow-
" ing, and he cannot be dispensed with without destroy -
-ing the whole theological theory of man’s salvation,
Viz 3)
18t person. God the prime mover in man’s exist-
ance.
-.-2d person, The Devil the prime mover in wan’s
-fall.
8d person. Christ the prime moverin man’s re-
' demption. :
4th person. The Holy Ghost the prime agent in
~man’s salvation. \
- Neither one of these four persons can be dispensed

-with without destroying the theologigal system or

ipeheme in relation to man’s destiny.
.+ "Without a God there would be no existence of man ;
‘i without a Devil, no ‘all ; without a fall no redemption;
- without redemption n»use of a Christ ; without a fall,
| :and redemption no salvation for man.
.5 - “Becond view of theology. The salvation of man, rests
- :wholly upon the'crucifixion of Christ's body upon
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the cross. 'This, if true, makes the act of the Jewsin
putting Christ to death indispensably neccessary.
Had the Jews obeyed God’s command, “Thou shalt
pot kill,” which theology claims they were under an
obligation to do, or stand condemned as transgressors
of God’s command——lf they had obeyed there would
have been no salvation for man.

Thus, we see, if theology be true, man's fall was
the result of Adam and Eve disobeying God's com-
mand, ¢ Thou shalt not eat thereof,” and man’s salva.
tion is the result of the Jews disobeying God’s com-
mand, * Thou shalt not kill.” If man’s salyation
rests upon the crucifixion of Christ’s body on the
cross, and it was optional with the Jews to do it, .or
not to do it, but from choice they did—the same as
with mother Eve when she refused to live in igno.
rance, but from.choice acted under the Devil's advice,
and thereby man is capable ofreasoning and judging
between good and evil, right and wrong, the more
mgn eats and partakes of the fruit called the knowl-
edge of good and evil, the more elevated he is and
the more refined he becomes. ‘“We should thank the
Devil, mother Eve and the Jews for all these bles-
sings.”

To talk about man falling in  arefined or moral
sense, when he was first so low, he neither knew good
or evil, and gtood ona level with the beasts of the
- field as to refinement, is absurd. And the theo-
logical view of man’s fall can be comprehended
in these expressions: * God set & trap, the Devil
sprung it and man got caught.”

Redemption isabout the same, ‘the Devil entered
Judas, thereby surrendering his death grip on man, and
placing the sacrifice in the hands of the Jews, who
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offered it for man's salvation, which, if true, each

party is entitled to their share of thanks, in proportion
to that which they did. Will some theologian, or any
body, tell which did the most to effect man's salva-
tion, the procuring or betraying, the offering and
making the sacriﬁce, or the sacrifice itself?

Mho fomamaning nrogantad to tha randor for na
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" other purpose than to show the difference there is in

certain statements, when covered under a robe or
mantle of sacredness. 'The points here stated are the

- same in substance as claimed in theology, but they are

stripped of their robe of sacredness, and stand uncloth-
ed and uncolored, and can be seen in a common sense
view. Should the reader look upon the writer of this
little pamphlet as onc who has no reverence or re-
gpect for God or truth, a greater mistake would be
bard to make. N

* The time i3 coming, and now is, when these false
imaginations that have blinded many and have solong

" been held as sacred truths, will yield to common

sense, and submit to scientific truths based upon
facts. Thereforelet the reader reflect—not condemn,
but act upon his better judgment, instead of his re-
ligious prejudices, and open his eyes of understand-

. mg, and exercise the undeniable right of eyery indi-

vidual to do his own thinking. Bigotry, superstition
and priestcraft have blinded men long enough, there-
fore let us come out and be God’s men, and- take an

* eagle’s flight and soar over the mountains of knowl-
- -edge and leave the little sectarian cage—the ¢ seven

- by nine ” religion for the moles and bats.

© Woodhull, IR,
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The Jews and Their God.

BY ISAAC PADEN. ~

PREFATORY,

ALL who write a book, pamphlet or lengthy article,
deem & preface necescary, in order to have the
reader’s attention rest upon the object intended by the

- writer.

Mharafara tha intantion of tha weitar of thaan fawr
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thoughts upon the Jews and “their God, is expressly
to raise and discuss the question, whether the person-
age by them described as their God, was, and is the
embodiment of Deity; or, in other words, the source
- of the power that rules the universe b§ unchangeable
laws. The writer takes the negative side of the ques-
tion, and sets forth a few of his reasons, and respect-
fully and- earnestly requests any one or all who believe
that in the God of the Jews is the dictating power
that rules the universe, to come out before the world,
and show, by good logic and sound judgment to hon-
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est skeptics (as there are many, and they are rapidly
increasing), that the personage whom the Jews held
and worshiped as God, is worthy to be worshiped as
such, by man throughout the earth.

The subject involved in the few thoughts of the
writer, embraces one of the most important questions
now agitating the religious world ; therefore, the
reader is respectfully asked, not to pre-judge at
first sight, nor condemn before investigating, but
read, and then bring all the thoughts of the writer
before the throne of justice and reason, condemning
all claims on either side that have a iendency to de-
grade and bring the character of Deity below that of
a civilized human being. This done, dear reader, and
the wishes of the writer will be fully complied with,
and he will have no fears of the result.

CHAPTER 1,

We propose to pen a few thoughts in reference to
the Jews and their God, who, some claim, i3 connected
with a Devil, and theology makes a Devil indispens-
ably necessary as the second person in what may bes ™
called the quartette Godhead, as the following will
show: .

1. God, the prime mover in man's existence,

2. The Devil, the prime mover in man’s fall.

3. Chbrist, the prime mover in man’s redemption.

4. The Holy Ghost, the prime mover in man’s sal-
vation,

This constitutes the sectarian creed, except the
Jews, who claim the Christians have stolen their
God, calling him their Father, discarding them (the
Jews) in a religious sense, and turning them out intc
the cold, as a God-forsaken people, despised by man
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and rejected by Deity, yet the Christians hold good
. the precepts, examples and opiniens of the Jews, ac-
- knowledging their Priesthood and their God, as the
standard of right.
-~ How theideas, precepts and opinions of such a God-
forsaken people can be the standard of right, in this
civilized age, is a theological mystery.

Taking all the claims for facts, what preference
have the Jews and their God over other nations and
their God, and wherein does the preferencelie ? Were
they the first nation ? By no means. Did they re-
main as a nation longer thun any other nation ? They
did" not ; China was a nation long before the Jews
‘were in existence, and their God has preserved them
8s & nation to this day, without any allegiance to the
Jews or their God.

"Did they, a8 & people, possess more morax goodness
than any other nation ?

" It the shedding of human blood, and the destruc-
tion of property, is moral goodness, they excelled the
world. - As for murder, rapine, debauchery, theft,
-frand, 'and deception, as a nation they have no equal;
‘all of which they claimed was done under the sanc-
tion and command of their God. o far as they ex-
celled other nations in this, their God was superior,
but in no other sense. As for believers and followers
of the Jewish God, including the present Christian
world, compared with the balance of mankind, they
are a staall minority.

In this, the God of the Buddhists is far ahead, and
8 for goveining ability, the Chinese God far excels
-the Jewish God. It is claimed, the Jews were de-

_ stroyed on account of their wickedness. As for their
wickedness, there is no dispute, but why are the Chinese
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Sustained, if wickedness is the cause of the destruc-
tion of nations?® This needs no comment. As my
remarks are intended for the Jewish God, we shall
gpeak mainly of him, an1 leave the gods of other na-
" tions mostly unnoticed. Not having personal ac-
" quaintance with him, we .shall be obliged to confine -
our thoughts to the Jewisk records and theological
claims.

While Abraham, Moses, and others say they saw
and conversed with their God (ace to face, yet the
Apostle Paul says he 18 invistble and cannot be seen. 1f
this he true as to the God of the Jews, we shall fail to
prove his personality.. It is probable Paul at that
time had reference to the God of the Universe, which
is spirit, and cannot be seen as a person ; therefore
this God cannot be the God we intend to speak of.
The Jewish God was seen by them, and talked with
them face to face, a3 one man talks to another, yet
it is claimed he has not spoken a word in the hearing
of any man for about two thousand years, except to
Joseph Smith and Brigham Young ; and our theo-
logians say that they are both liars. It may be said
from the fact that, as the Jewe ascribe to their God
the power that belongs to the God of the Universe,
their God was and is the same. There is no more
proof of this than there was that the calf which
Aaron made was the God_that brought them out of
the land of Egypt.

All nations make the same claims for their gods
that the Jews do for théirs, and it proves nothing:
Each nation and its God must stand upon their own
merits ; if the destruction of property, and the- shed-
ding of human blood is immoral and heathenish, the
Jews and their God stood upon the lowest plane. Yet
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- the low and undeveloped condition of man, at that

age, morally forbids any one to condemn, or to ac-

cept their religious views ; but they should be held

and looked upon as we do on our childhood, when we

Had no higher conceptions of that which was right than

" to.strike back when we were struck; an eye for an eye ;
Mooth for a tooth ; if you strike me, I will strike
you. But that which we find fault with, is the teach-
ing of theology, that we, at this age of uas devel-
opmrent, are under an obligation to bow down and
acknowledge the Jewish God and the Christian’s
Devil, and reject all other gods, though they may not
be stained with human blood..

. As for Moses, he was, and is considered the mouth
piece of the Jewish God, yet his position was the
same as with many others who claimed to act direct
under the dictation of their God. Menes, who lived
3900 years B. C.; Christna, 3120; Buddha, (whose
God .was Brahma,) 1180 ; and Zoroaster, 1000 ali
these, and many others, lived under a theocracy, the
same as Moses, whose Grod was supreme—Kings,
prophets, priests and rulers, all acting under infallible,
or divine authority, the same as the Jews. In this
manner the world was governed, until civilization and
common sense overruled. Divine authority in kings
and rulers is now discarded in all advanced natlons,
except with Mormons and Catholics.

As for the man Menes, he was great in his day, and
as for moral goodness, he far exceeded Moses ; it was
clajmed for him, he suddenly disappeared, and'his
death and burial were not knownby any one. Christ-
na was claimed to have been born of a virgin, and his

- body was carried.off, but no one knew where or by
whom, Buddha was claimed to have been translated
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to heaven, the samc as Enoch, Zoroaster was carried
off in a ray of the sun. Moses died upon a moun-
tain, and God buried him, but no one knew where.
Elijah was carried to heaven in a chariot of fire,
drawn by horses. Osiris, of Egypt, died and arose
from the tomb and went to heaven, and was made
judge. Jesus was killed by his brother Jews, and
arose from the tomb and ascended to heaven, and was
made Judge to judge the world. Mohammed rode to
heaven on a horse called Alborack, returned the same
night, died, and was buried, and staid buried ; and as
for his followers, they have been equal, if not greater,
than the followers of Jesus; and as for honesty and
temperance, far in advance of any Christian nation.
The Jews, as a nation, were despised and held in de-
rision by all other nations for their dishonesty, rebel«
lious and turbulent disposition, (and they hold their
own well.) It is also claimed they are now disowned
and forsaken by their God, which no other God has
done. The testing of the power and strength of
these national Gods has been the direct cause of riv-
ers of human blood flowing like streams from a foun-
tain. In this, the God of the Jews tried to excel, for
the express purpose of getting honor and a great
name among other nations and Gods; and we can
truly say, if honor and glory arise from the destriic-
tion of life and property, the Jewish God had it.
But is it not a fact, true konor, and all that is grand
and, noble, arise where power is cbtlwd with gentleness,
the. reposing and ss&f restraining attitude of strength ;
these are the graces of an honorable father, king or

ruler, while an ambitious tyrant seeks honor and

2L1C an ampItious TRIL SCCAs 401407 &4

power through blood and carnage.
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, CHAPTER Il

"We will now notice the theological View of the
Jewish God and the Christian Devil. Theology claims-
this God is now determined, and has been for at least
six thousand years, to destroy the Devil and all his
works, sooner or later, as opportunity may offer, and
make a clean sweep, leaving neither horns nor hoofs,
Though the struggle may be long and hard, thousands
are now and have been enlisted in this great battle.
These generals, colonels, and captains are paid by
the people ; the eonquering and subduing of this

. Devil being the object, upon the claims that it is for the

happiness of man, and the glory of Israel’s God.

This justifies us in looking into this interesting sub-
fect. Theology tells us, this God, for some cause,
permitted or suffered this Devll to get the advantage
of him, and thereby has become thé enemy of man’s
happiness and the opponent of (an Almighty) God ;
therefore we will take a general view of matters and
things as we find them on record, and claimed by the- -
ologians. In the beginning, it is said God created the .
heavens and the earth (out of nothing); the first move
that was made, God said let there be light, and there was .
light ; if this be true, this God originated in or out of
darkness ; the idea that God had his origin in total
darkness, i3 a theological mystery. _
< Quite a contrast this, between the origin-of the
Christian Devil, who, it is claimed, was the son of the
morning, an angel of light in heaven, while God, the

- great I Am, came out of a dungeon of darkness, Mys-

* nings and mornings, before the sun existed, which,

tery No. 2. S
The next move was three days’ work, with their eve-

.
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by the way, is the only thing that gives existence to
evenings afid mornings ; mystery No. 3. ‘
. On the fourth day he made the sun, moon ahd

stars, Why it required five days to make this earth,
one of the smallest planets known, when the whole
balance of God’s creation, including countless worlds,
with their ‘suns, moons and stars, was made in one
day, is mystery No. 4.

On the sixth day, he created the animal kingdom,
and man was made in his own likeness, and in the
image of himself, male and female created he them.
‘How a male and female could be made in the Tmage,
and likeness of obe person, is mystery No. 5.

To them, male and female, God gave for meat
(food), the fruit of every tree bearing secd ; the earth
and all belonging to it were pronounced by him who
as claimed never errs, very good. He (God) now en-
closes or sets apart a portion of land suitable fora
garden, in which he sets ‘or planted an orchard of
fruit trees, and took the man Adam, whom he had
made, and pat him into this garden to keep and dress
it. In this garden, four rivers had their origin, flow-
ing therefrom. If this be true, this garden embraced
a very large couniry; mystery No. 6.

Here the man Adam was told not to eat the fruit of
every tree. If this be true, God had changed his de-
sign from that which Lie intended, when he said the -
fruit of every tree is for meat for man; mystcry
.No.7. '~ : -

He then charged Adam not to eat of the tree of
knowledge of good and evil, notwithstanding it was
loaded with delicious fruit, pleasant to the eye, and
good for food. What this tree and its fruit were for,
is mystery No. 8. ‘ ‘
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-It is said while every beast was passing before

the eye of Adam, each with its mate, God saw Adam’s
lgnely condition, and had compassion upon him, and
said : /¢ It is not good that the man should be alone ;”
sympathizing with Adam, said : < I will make him a
help-meet for him,” and did so. Why he did not say
* Let there be a woman,” is mystery No. 8. X_

But we conjecture a woman could not be made Qut
of nothing, so taking the advantage of Adam when
asleep, he took out one of his ribs and made a woman,
and called her name Eve. If this be true, he did not
make man male and female, at the same time; mystery
No. 10. . .

Yet it is possible the female, made when Adam
wag, got lost among the orang-outangs, and may have
. ‘been Cain’s wife’s mother. Eve now filling ber place,
‘and becoming Adam’s lawful wife, they were well
prepared to obey God’s first command, multiply and
replenish the earth, they being now organized in a
family capacity, and by their God placed in a garden
called Eden. Peace and quietness reigned throughout
the face of the earth.

Here, it is said, in the absence of God, this Devil
commenced his work by teaching Adam and Eve wis-
dom and knowledg®, thereby upsetting and breaking
to pieces God’'s plan, whatever it may have been. And
“God has been laboring day and night ever since to de-
stroy this Devil and his works, and to get matters and
things straightened up as good as they were before.
This, our divines tell us, will never be done, as there
will be a loss of a large portion of mankind, inasmuch
s the damnation of every soul is the work of the
Devil.  Should the Devil himself be destroyed, his
works will remain, just as long as damnation lasts ;
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poor encouragement this. Itis evident, if it was God's
‘intention man should remain ignorant of the knowl- .
cdge of good and evil, he was sadly disappointed ; gnd
if it is now his intention-to destroy the Devil and all
liis works, if theology be true, he will fail in the end,
and his disappointment will be great, unless hell and
damnation be abolished. '

. We would here call the reader’s attention to a nation
or an individual, who does not know good from evit,
and you can have a faint idea of the condition of man
before the Devil commenced his work. This whole
affair is one stupendous theological mystery. )

It is said when God found Adam and Eve had got
possession of the knowledge of right and wrong, he
feared the result, and turned them out of the garden
and cursed the earth. Whatever became of this gar-

den and the trees that were in it, is mystery No. 11,

1t is claimed God more or less diciated the affairs of
Adam and his family throughout their natural lives;
called Cain to an account, and settled up with him for
the killing of his brother ; put a mark upon him, lest
some (pious Christian) might find him and kill him.
This is the only murder case on recorgd where God is
_claimed to have compromised and settled on su:h
easy terms. A great change-indeed in the days of
Moscs. Mystery No. 12. :

. We suppose he changed his notion, which he had a
right to do, if he was in any way like man, who, it is
claimed, isin the likeness of himself. It is said in
the days of Enoch, God had an organization, and
Enoch stood at the head and walked with God (while

" going to and from chureh), but in what condifien do
we find this organization in the days of Noah ?. Com-
pletely broken up, all flesh had become desperately
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wicked. Theology tells us the Devil had got full pos-
" session of man and beast ; all that had the breath of
life was now under the control of this Devil. Under
this sad condition of things, we find the Jewish God
“ on the stool of repentance, and it is said of him, he
was grieved to the heart that he had made man ; dis-
appointed again, and failing to accomplish his de-
signs, he became desperate, and exclaimed in his an-
ger, ‘1 will execute my wrath and avenge myself up-
on all flesh, wherein there is the breath of life.” -In
this was his only hope. Having tried his skill in gov-
erning man, from Adam to Noah, yet man grew worse.
He was now driven to despair, and in the agony of
his soul he exclaimed : *‘ It repenteth me that I made
man.” Adding action to his words, he sent the whole
race of man to an endless hell, except Noah and his
family, and again commenced to people the earth
anew ; but using the old secd, the Devil was in it, and
there was no reform ; the fruit was the same, and
Noah got drunk the first chance he had, and cursed
the posterity of his son. Upon this, it is claimed, the
institution of human slavery had its origin. 'The new
stock from the old seed proved a failure, and it is said
God saw the condition of man, that it was evil con-
tinually (not discovering it before), he now ‘made a
promise to Noah never to drown mankind again. He
(God) now adopts a new plan, by choosing a man
whose name was Abraham, and said *‘from this man |
will raise up a nation, a peculiar people, zealous of
good works, all other nations shall be unto me as hea-
thens and dogs, but to this man, Abraham and his
seed; I wili bestow favors and blessings without num-
ber,” and th‘ls nation shall be head and not the tail—a
peculiar people, a holy nation—whom he clothed with
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the power of the priesthood, promising to Abraham
to give to him and his seed a large tract of land, a
country flowing with milk and honey, and that they
should have it for an ever lasting possession, he and
his seed forever.

This was a failure from the beginning ; Abraham
never possessed a foot of it as his own, if the bible
tells the truth ; and his seed, the Jews, failed to kill
off all the Canaanites, who finally succeeded in sub-
duing and driving the Jews out of the land as invaders.
This man, Abraham, the chosen of God, was called
by Paul the father of the faithful on account of the
confidence he had in his God ; yet he refused to trust

him, resorting to lies and deception in preference,

thereby deceived King Pharaoh, and also King Abim-
elech, and exposed his wife to prostitution, through
fear of his life ; here King Abimelech was the more
righteous man of the two, and upbraided Abraham

for using deception. Abraham’s excuse proves he,

labored under a mistaken view, in regard to the relig-
ious notions of other nations and their Gods. ‘
Here we find this man, Abraham, who is held up as
the father of the faithful, and as a model man for our
day, refusing to trust his God, having more confidene
1 deception, thereby exposing his wife in prostitution
to a people that he believed was under no restraint to
do evil. Notwithstanding all this is justly charged to
him, yet our theologians will hold him up as a ‘model
man, and as our standard in a moral sense. What
lower step could a man take, than to deny his God
and refuse to protect his wife when among strangers ?

i

]

King Abemelech was justified when he rebuked him. i
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CHAPTER III,

In this chapter we will notice Jacob, the grandson
of Abraham, who was the father of the twelve tribes
of Israel, and others, in relation to their God. First,
we will place these men and their God in a properlight,
or as we understand their true condition to khave been,
‘We have already said, the undeveloped condition of
man, at that age of the world, is a justification for
their childish ideas ; that these men may have been
model men in their day—candid, and as far as they
knew, honest—we have no doubt, yet they labored
under thany wrong impressions, the same as Abra-
ham did when he believed King Abimelech was un-
der no restraint to do evil, which was a gross mistake,
yet it caused him to do that which would disgrace any
man. But such things were mure justified in those
days than now, and were practiced by the Christian
Church for centuries. The writer has no disposition
to vilify the characters of the Jewish fathers, further
than to show they were honestly deluded, deceived,
and labored under many mistakes, the samg as all
other people, and that their religious views are not to
Dbe relied on as a standard for this generation, having
had no higher source than other nations, all of which
had their origin from the spirit world, each corre-
sponding in character with man at each age. And
how could it otherwise be ? This true, it accounts for
all the savage and revengeful disposition manifested
by those who the Jews called Lord God and angels,
(according to their appearances).

Many of those spiritual personages assumed great

authority {one at least), and oft times executed it with

a vengeance, and savage in the extreme, foreign and
unlike a god woithy of human sympathy. Asin the
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case where one hundred and sixty thousand Asyrians
were destroyed in one night (Isaiah xxxvii. 86,)} and
many other like cases too Dumecrous to mention.
Therefore, the Jews and their God, together with the
angel (spirit) world, cannot be looked upon in any
other light than that they acted wholly under the law
of force, in all its bearings, the same as the beasts of.
the forest, low and undeveloped as to moral good-
ness. These facts, with their religious prejudices, ac-
count for all the Jews claim for themselves and their
God, he being of no higher order than the spirit of
some ambitious king, who the Jews held and believed
to be God, and in fact was their God. It was the
same with other nations, (except in the plural of gods))
and that their God regulated and arranged all their
domestic affalrs in life. If a man was found dead, or
any person died prematurely, or was killed accident-
ally, or in any way lost his life while young or in his
prime, it was believed to be on account of the dis-
pleasure of their God, as in the case of Onan, scn of
Judah (Gen. xxxviii, 10).

In all things wherein they prospered; it was evident
to them their God was pleased with what they did,
and thereby considered themselves blessed of their
God, regardless of the means, though%hey were de-
grading and dishonest.. On the other hand, a failure
on their part was proof of their God's displeasure,
and an offering had to be made to appease his wrath.
In principle the Jews in no sense differed from other . -
nations, except the Jews held one God and the bal-
ance were angels. Other nations acknowledged Gods "
in the plural, as they made their appearance on dif- |
ferent occasions, all having gpiritual communications -
from the spirit world, all having prophets, priests,-
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seers and mediums, each having its superstitions. One
nation believed their God rode in a carriage on
wheels, drawn by twelve men, called the juggernaut,

_ while the Jews believed their God rode in a box or

chest carried on four men’s shoulders, called the “ark
of covenant.” One nation believed a woman who
drowned herself was turned into a Kingfisher. The
Jews belicved a woman when leaving her home, look-
ed back to see if -her house was on fire, was turned
into a pillar of salt, (or perhaps a barrel of salt). One
riation believed a man was turned into an ox (the ox,
was afterwards g)nsidered an incarnate god, and wor-
shiped). The Jews believed a man was turned out
to pasture and eat grass like an ox. A thousand
such cases could be shown, all equally false as to
fact.

As for the Jewish nation, it had its origin in Abra-
ham, Isaac and Jacob. These three were the found-
ers of that nation, and their God was named after
them, (as he was not known before), and he retaing

this name throughout the Christian world, and for -

this the Jews claim the Christians have stolen their
God. Be this as it may; Jacob being a twin brother,
his God, before he was born, is said to have loved
him and hated his brother Esau ; though his brother,
a little smarter fellow, got into the world first, this
made him the lawful and legal heir of his father's
estate, and was entitled to his father’s blessing, in
which lay the promise made to Abraham. Hereis a
theological question, ‘“Did the Jewish God arrange
the conception and birth of these twin brothers ?” If
he did, there are but two conclusions. 1st, He did not
realize what he was doing ; or 2d, he preferred lies,
fraud and deception, to that of truth and honesty.
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How this conclusion can be avoided, we leave the
. reader to decide for himself. .

As for myself, I cannot bring my conceptions of
God (as I conceive him), low enough to meet the
demands of theology. Therefore, I choose rather
to charge the origin of the controlling power under
which the Jews had their existence as a nation, of no
higher order than man or the world of spirits, whose
origin is man, and that the God-power that rules the
universe is above and beyond the present spiritual
gphere of man. : .

Jacob being the favorite of his God and the idol
of his mother, readily became the tod] of them both
in deceiving his father, thereby obtaining the blessing
of his father, which legally and rightfully belonged
to his brother Esau, according to the custom of na-
tions at that time, and by the Jews carried out. Ja-
cob having already taken the advantage of his broth-
er's necessity, had bought his birthright for little or
nothing. In these days we would call it an act of
fraud, a cheat. Jacob, by the help of his mother, the
blindness of his father, and barefaced falsehood of his
own, obtained his father’s blessing, and thereby became
in possession of the promises made to Abraham. A
failure on the part of Jacob, supplanting his brother

- Esau, in obtaining the birthright and his father's
blessing, would have thwarted and destroyed the de-

* signs of him who is claimed to be the Almighty, the
fountain of justice. Here we exclaim with honest in-
dignation, Wkat an idea this! Yet, if theology be
true, God, before the boys were born, * loved one and
hated the other, and the elder shall serve the young-
er,” or in other words, ‘‘ Jacob have I chosen to stand
before me as the head of the twelve tribes of Israel, -
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and Esau have I rejegted,” thus making it indispens-
ably necessary that Jacob’s father should be blind—
for ail heaven knows Jacob could not have deceived
him if be had not been blind. Therefore theology
makes it necessary, in order to have the designs of the
Jewish God carried out, that Jacob’s mother, when
shé counseled her son, should induce him té lie and
deceive his father. No man is justified in finding
fault with a Jew whem he cheats him in a trade, so
long as he justifies Jacob and his God cheating Esau,
and deceiving father Isaac.

I have now set forth the origin and foundation of
thie Jewish nation under the direct dictation of their
God, and it is left with the reader to decide for him-
self the question whether its origin had its foundation
in a God of justice and moral goodness, or in fraud
and deception. There is one undeniable fact, the
Jewish nation ended in a disgraceful destruction, which
is proof in favor of the latter. We close on this
point, by asking a fewe*questions. What treatment
can be more foreign and in opposition to the golden
rule laid down by Jesus, than the treatment of Jacob
toward his father and brother ? Yet nowhere in the
Bible is the conduct of Jacob and his mother found
fault with. If the Jewish God had preferred, or lov-
ed truth and honesty, having power to control, he
would have had his chosen one, Jacob, to have been
born first, thus avoiding the necessity of fraud and
deception, but perhaps he did not think of it in time.
But instead, justice was murdered and trampled under
foot by him who it is claimed s8aid : “ Thou shalt not

_ bear false witness against thy neighbor,” but in this
case & man bears false witness against histwin-brother,
and deceives his father, yet the same God condemns
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and justifies the same gct ; also, ‘¢ thou shall deal just-
ly with thy neighbor.” Yet from the fact Jacob
cheated his brother and deceived his father, for which
he was promoted and placed at the head of God’s peo-
ple; and the cheating of his' fatheér-in-law in raising
cattle, (his God helping him,) he was placed among
the wealthy of the land, thus blessed in all he did.
~ There is Rahab, the ‘harlot, who for her lies and
deception in saving Joshua’s spies, and turning traitor
to her own nation, was saved by him who, it is said,
says “ No liar or whoremonger shall enter the king-
dom of heaven.” 1t is possible, however, there may
be a preference in favor of females. Taking into
consideration the claims of the Jews in regard-to their
God, much may have been imaginary. But as for the
real facts, they cannot be dispensed with, better than
to charge them, as the acts of a spirit of Bome savage
king, whose vengeance and wrath had not yet subsid-
ed, neither hdd his ambition abated. 1Is it not a fact,
the character of such a personage would be ecompatible
with the character of the Jewish God? ' This is evi-
dent, and the evidence is stamped upon almost every
page in the bible. The whole trait of his character
bears upon its face that of the low, uncultivated attri-
butes of a man living a savage life. Just so long as
there was nothing to displease him, he wns tender, kind,
merciful and full of love. On the other hand, when
displeased, (and this was the most of the time,) there
were no limits to his wrath and vengeance. ' The fore-
geing being warranted by the record of the Jews call-
ed the unerring word of God, no matter how imimnor-
al, false or ridiculous, all the same, it is sacred and
should not be called in question ; such are the claims,
also, for the Koran, the Shaster, the Vedag and all
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0. the sacred writings or Looks of the different nations,
each claiming their -religion to be of their God, and
were superior to all other religions and gods, the Jews
did the same, and it is the same now with the Chris
tians, we are of God, and all the world lies in wicked-
ness, the latter none other than an outshoot of the
Jews, whose authority was of no higher order than
man, either in earth or spirit form. This accounts for
all that was said and done by men, angels or their
Gods among all nations. Believing as-they did, the
Jews in particular, that hail-storms were the effects of
their God's vengeance, that tornados, eearthguakes,
eruptions of the earth, and volcanic fires came direct
from God ; all premature deaths were the effects of
God’s vengeance, and thus long life on earth wasa
special blessing ; an eclipse set forth God’s displeas-
ure; a defeat in battle, or a failure in anything was
the same. Should a man marry a wife, and she bear
him a son, she was blessed of God, but if barren, she
was cursed of God. This was the natural result of
their low, undeveloped condition. Those who now
firmly believe the bible to be infallible, are more or
fess tinctured with the same superstitions and false
ideas, by whom all scientific truths have been met
with senseless opposition. Death being the greatest
curse known, all who dared to advocate truth in op-
position to these religious ideas, lost their lives. Jesus
in like manner lost his life under the religious perse-
cution of the Jews, God’s chosen people, who did it
te please their God, and thousands of others were put
to-death for the same purposc.

Notwithstanding the Jews kilied Jesus, yet he is

. now. a spiritual personage, and by his believers held
and worshiped as their God, This is consistent with
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our position. Brahma is one of the most noted Geds
known in the world, and his worshipers are now the
most numerous on the earth, and they persecuted un-
believers the same as the Christians did ; and all who
do not now acknowledge Jesus as God, no matter how
much moral goodness they possess, are condemned.
The present condition of the Christian world is sim-
ilar in other respects. FEarthquakes, tornadoes, hail-
storms and volcanic fires are all right, providing no
lives are lost, no great amount of damage done, God’s
name is not called in question. But should there be a
great loss of life and destruction of property, the
greater, the more evidence there is that it is an act of
God. But you will never hear the name of Jesus
brought in, that his vengeance is thus executed. In-
asmuch as he is acknowledged to be the Christian
real God, *“ why does he not execute wrath and ven-
geance ?” The wrath of Jesus, or the vengeance of
Jesus, is not named by our divines ; while the wrath
of God, and the vengeance of God (having reference
to the God of the Jews, the God of the bible), is
heard from every pulpit. The vengeance of Jesus
would be laughed at, while God ig declared to be “‘a
man of war,” * ajealous God,” and *vengeance is
his, and he will repay.”

N " CHAPTER IV,

Theology claims man fell from a high station of
moral perfection, in which God had placed him, to
that of total depravity. Being thus outwitted by the
Devil, it has been, and now is, the sole object of the
Jewish God to destroy this Devil and all his works ;
and to do this he calls to his aid his son—who, theolo-
gY claims, is a8 old as his father, equal in power and
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in wisdom—and an innumerable host of angels, to.

oathor with the agsigtance of man, in an oreanized ca.
gouner wiln Ine assistance ol man, o an \ub 128G C&-

pacity.

We have already shown the organization in the
Garden of Eden, that it was vanquished by the Devil,
and the designs of their God thwarted and a general
smash-up took place; also the organization in the
days of Enoch was demolished by this Devil, and a
general state of wickedness prevailed over the face
of the earth. Here ended the second organization
in a general triumph of the Devil over God, his op-
ponent.

‘We shall now speak of the third organization, which
was commenced with Abrabam, carried out through
Jacoh, and completed by Moses. First a trade was
made hetween Abraham and his God, and a land con-
tract entered into, the same as any two land specula-
tors, each party covenaniing to fulfill certain stipuia-
tions named in the agreement. Abraham was to do
thus and so on his part, and for so doing his God agrees
-and promises to give a warranty deed to him_and his
seed forever, an everlasting possession of a certain

_tract or parcel of land, naming and describing its
boundaries, lowing with milk and honey, indicating
its extra goodness above all other lands. This tract
of land was at that time inhabited by a race of people
called Gentiles, the same as America was by the
Ahorigines of this country. The treatment of our
American Indians at the hands of our professed Chris-
tians faintly shows the treatment the Canaanites re-
ceived at the hands of a nation who acted as the exe-
cutioners of a God of vengeance who had commanded
their utter destruction. We would ask here if that which
is called a possession in the promised land of Canaan
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above, as the land of Canaan is claimed a type, inay
we exnect the Aborigines of heaven wil be driven

W exXpels Uie ADoNgines O AsaVel Wil Ve

out at the point of the sword after the resurrection of
the Jewish and Christian saints, as theology grants
heaven to no others? ‘
How was the possession of the promised land ob-
tained ? Was it in accordance with justice and the
- Golden Rule ? 'We answer, no! The land was found
in the possession of a strong.-war-like people. And
the Jews were commanded by their God to kil and
destroy, and to take pussession by force. To this
they demurred, with tears in their eyes (see Numbers
xiv), which caused their God to fly into a desperate
rage, upbraiding them for cowardice, declaring in
his wrath, they were unworthy even to see the land.
We will illustrate : A covenants with B to give
him a certain tract of land ; B finds C upon the prem-
ises who: shows fight. . B informs A of the fact, A
flies into g pet, and swears, ‘‘ you cowardly pup, you
shall not set your foot upon it ; but I will give it to
your children, who will accept my conditions.” And
the possession is taken afterward in a sea of human
blood,-

Friendly reader the Jews takmg possession of the
land of Canaan under the dictation of God is now be-
fore you in its true light. Ittruly is a case without a
parallel. Here was a nation of people, whose God
was. their Lord, and whe had commanded, * Thou
shalt not kill;” also, ‘ Whoso sheddeth man’s blood
by man shall his blood be shed;” likewise, ¢ Thou
shalt not covet thy neighbor’s goods.” This same
God now curses and upbraids this same people for
refusing to kill and to take that which belongs to an-
other. Here our Christian friends may meet ys by
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claiming the Canaanites had ' forfeited their title to
life and property by transgressing God's laws.. Sup-
posing we admit this, and apply it in all like cases
(which would be just), that the transgressing of God’s
laws works a forfeiture of life and property, what a
fell on earth this would make if put in practice, and the
Christians the authorized executioners, Nevertheless up-
on this idea the Jewish religion was based; and wasby
the Christians carried out for centuries, and would be
now if they had the power. ‘

The blessing of religious freedom, the value of
which can not be estimated, arises from the fact that
the power of the Jewish God grows weaker in propor-
tion as man advances in civilization, and human

_rights are respccted. But the Jews failed to conquer
the world, and the Christians have about given up
the idea, except Catholics and Mormons. The latter
organized in Kirtland, Ohio, under a bible pat-
tern ; three persons forming the presidency of the
chureh, the same as the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost
form the head of all things; and Abraham, Isaac and
Jacob formed the head of the Jewish nation. Next
are their twelve apostles, representing the twelve sons
of Jacob, and the twelve apostles of Christ. Then
seventy elders, representing the Jewish sanhedrim,
and Christ’s seventies. All under the power of thetwo
" priesthoods, Aaromic and Melchisedek. With this
bible organization, and the acknowledgement that
Jesusg is the Jehovah God, made flesh and dwelt
among us, now enthroned in heaven, who had ‘‘set his
hand again the second time to recover his people.”
(We would say the second time proved the first a fail-
ure.) )
Under a firm belief in the Jewish God, and the ful-
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filment of the prophecies written in the bhible, they
assumed, and firmly believed thiey were the chosen of
God; and taking the bible view that the Gentile world
had filled up their measure of iniquity, and were upe
for destruction.—Isa. xi:11, 24, 25.

The reader can better realize the position tne Mor-
mons held by reading the prophecies in the bible, and
in proportion as his confidence is in the prophecies,
so will he justify the movements of ihe Mormons.
They commenced in doing and carrying out the ful-
filment of the prophecies in Kirtland, Ohio, then in
Jackson Co., Mo., then at Nauvoo, Ill. But civiliza-
tion and human rights overpowered them, and drove
them out, the same as the Jews were. A firm, un-
shaken belief in the God of the Jews, and in the ful-
filment of prophecies in the bible, was the soul and
life of their religion, and is justly chargeable tor every
move the Mormons made. The result of this people
has placed the Jewish God and the bible, as infallible
guides, before the world in the truest light of any
other sect now on earth. Yet our Christian friends
call thém a deluded set. W/iy? weask. Theanswer
is easy ; the Mormons carried out the prophecies,
precepts ahd examples in practical life which are re-
corded in the bible, while the Christian relies upon
his faith in his God and bible, without practice, se-
lecting a few of the rites and ceremonies that suit the’
l.uucu, and the balance of his time he uses in prayer,
asking his God to do that which he won’t do himself.

‘We shall examine the third church of God, or relig-
ious organization, as found on record. At the com-

mencement, or the time this national church separated .
itgelf from other nations, Moges killed an 'F‘o-vnhnn

hid bim in the sand, and fled his country ,,and thls

-
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was claimed to Le a sign that God had appointed him
as their deliverer. In due time, after this, Moses had
an interview with a spiritual personage whom he
sometimes calls God, at other times he is called an an-
gel ; at times he could he seen and talked with face to
face, not only by Moses but by others. Invariably
when seer he was in the form of & man, having all the
attribute’and disposition of & savage king. Uncivi-
lization was stamped upon almost every act on his
part, corresponding in full with the low, undeveloped
condition of man at that age of the world. And how
could it be otherwise, he being gne of them, having
only changed bodies and location, without reform ?
Possessing power as he did he undertook to organize
and raise up a nation, with a full determination to
conquer the world, and bring all nations to bow in
subjugation to him. The Jews were by him intended
to stand at the head of all nations; who should come
and worship at Jerusalem, as the capital of the earth,
But in all this he failed, for the want of wisdom,
He not only failed in conquering the world, but failed
in governing the Jews as a nation ; whom he cursed
and turned off as unmanageable, and has never shown
his face since, and who can blame him after such a
failure? )

‘W hat, or who, can better portray the character of
the Jewish God than in the character of an ambitious
tyrant, who seeks glory and honor through blood and
carnage, meting out acts and threats of unsatisfied
vengeance to the full extent of his power ?

Next to Moses Kkilling the Egyptian were the
plagues in Egypt. In this Moses and his God barely
succeeded ; the power and influence of other like
spiritual personages, inﬂu’encing and controlling the
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magicians or mediums of Egypt, the same as all other
nations, show as their records do, a universal similar-
ity throughout. As for blood and carnage, Moses
and his God starts out to excel all other Gods and
nations, all for the express purpose of glory and hon-
or. Butnot being satisfied on this point, when death
and mourning filled the land of Egypt, Moses’ God
brought his psychological force, or spmtual power,
to bear upon the organs of the mind of king Pharaoh,
that he thereby might achieve to himself a great name
and get him honor among other nations and their
Gods. For this purpose he controlled and changed
the king’s mind until he completed the king’s ruin.
It would make my thoughts too lengthy on paper to
give the one-hundredth partof the exhibitions of blood
and carnage that followed in the wake of the Jews
and their God. As for the contentions and disputes
between Moses and his God proves Moses was more
than God’s equal in wisdom and reasoning powers,
and often in these disputations God came out second
best, yielding to Moses’ superior wisdom, abandoning
his own purposes and adopting Moses’ eounsel instead
of his own. o

This may be a theological mlstery No. 18, yet easi-
ly accounted for. Moses had the advantage of a later
and better education, being learned in all the wisdom
and arts of Egypt in his day, and was well calculated
to give counsel. This his God well knew, and to ex-
ecute his savage, revengeful disposition upon his own
people, would have shown his weakness, and it would
have been a proverb in the land, and a disgrace
among the nations. ThisMoses saw, and persuaded his
God not to execute his wrath upon his own pcople.
This proves Moses possessed more wisdom, reason



THE JEWS AND THEIR GOD. 27

and humanity than God, and God appealed to him
in tliese words : ** Let me alone, that my wrath ms&y
wax hot against them, and that I may consume them.”
This also proves Moses had held him in check be-
fore ; it also proves Moses was master ag to wisdom
and reason, but not in power. In the latter Moses
feared his Guu, and oft times had to be still and
quiet, lest God could not be restrained.

We have often thought it- was well for the childron
of . Israel, that Moses and God had not both been
mad at the same time. As it was, only three. thou-
sand lost their lives, instead of the whole nation.
Can it be true Moses prevented God from killing
off about four hundred millions of humon beings?
If he did, he did well.

This whole affair is ridiculously absm'd under any
other view, than that God was of no higher order
than himself. See the destruction of the lives and
property of the Canaanites, infants anld mothers, each
alike suffering death, while virgins, young and beau-
tiful, were saved alive, to be used as wives and con-
cubines, Theologians may tell us, it was God’s ob-
ject in all this, to destroy the Devil and his works.
But where can the Devil be brought in, in the case of
Pharaoh’ changing his better judgment, in not let-
ting the Israelites go, when the Jewish God said he
did it himself ? (Yet it compares well with the Dev-
il's general character, according to theology.) But
the destruction and tormenting of King Pharaoh and
his host, was the work of the Jewish God, not the
Devil. Mystery No. 14.

Nothing but a revengeful tyrant would punish a
man for doing that which he himself canused him to

do. We ﬁnd on several occasions this God doing a

-
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Devil’s work, supposing no other person than a Devil
would deceive a man, and then punish him for being
deceived. But what do the Jewish prophets say on
this subject # They say the Lord, who was Israel’s
God, deceived them.—Jeremiah xx. 7; Ezekiel, xiv.
9. These men were inspired to write the truth.
They also say their God or Lord put a lying spir-
it in the mouth of four hundred of King Ahab’s
prophets at one time, and they lied. We ask, how
how could they help it ? Can theology tell us® The
bible says the lie they told was concocted in heaven,
suggesied by a spirit, and sanctioned by the Jewish
God, while sitting on his throne, in the midst of all
his angelic hosts.—1 Kings, xxii. 23. It was the same
with King Pharaoh, when ‘God controlled his mind
expressly to get him a great name, all at the expense
of the king. )
We pass over, without noticing one thousand and
one circumstances of a similar character, low and
savage in their nature, that would now disgrace any
of our present heathen nations, yet we will name one
or two instances where the wrath of the Jewish God
was appeased. In one case, the heads of seven men
were cut off and stuck upon a pole, so as the sun
could shine upon them ; this was well pleasing in his
sight. One other case : The God was displeased with
" King David, and not being fully avenged on David,
exposed to shame his wlves upon the housetop, by his
son Absalom, who, in the sight of the sun, prostitu-
ted his father’s wives, and the Lord said ‘‘he should
do it in the sight of all Israel.” It truly shows wis- °
dom and good sense in other nations to look with
scorn and contempt upon the Jews and their God,
(being under his tuition and his direct dictation,) yet

-
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they grew worse and worse, more wicked and steeped
in crime, living as they did under, ‘‘thus saith the
Lord,” which proves the control their' God had over
them did not lead to moral goodness. -

The Romans, asg a nation, were far superior in kind-
ness and moral goodness, yet were driven, by neces-
sity, to kill them on account of the blind faith they
had in their God, which prevented them from surren-
dering. (See Josephus.)

~ Theologians claim that their God forsook and leff.
them as a nation on account of their wickedness, and -

the bible sustains this orthodox view, and it proves
the correctness of our reflecting thoughts, that the

Jews, as a nation, and their God as a moral govern-

or, was a complete failure. The third organization
closing as it did, under the most heart-rending destruc-
tion, without a parsllel in the history of man. Thus
ended the third organization, got up by this Jewish
God, according to the claims of theology. A reform
in the moral condition of man, was never more nec-
essary, so far as the Jews were concerned.

The Devil thus gaining a victory over the third or-
ganization, and but little done, if any, toward de-
stroying him and bis works. (Poor encouragement so
fur.) Butit is claimed by our theologians, the Jewish
God left the Jews, that he might associate with the
Gentiles, who he once called ‘‘heathens” and *‘ dogs ;"
but in fact they possessed more moral goodness than

the Jews ; such as old Cornelius, his equal was hard.

to find ; also Father Job, the only perfect man named
in the bible, were Gentiles.

Thus the condition of man gave rise to & new and
better system of religion, and a new organization was
entered into, embracing equality and universal broth-

v
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erhood, taking the place of bigotry and tyranny in a
great measure.  This organjzation had in it the spirit
of reform and progression, with many other things
leading to virtue and moral goodness, which origin-
ated in a social band of angels (spirits), which caused

" the angelic world to rejoice, and many made their ap-
pearance at the time, singing songs of gladness with
great joy.

This system of religion being so foreign and dif-
ferent from that taught by Moses and his God, it was
said by the Jews to be of the Devil, and they treated
it as such, and put to death the founder and prime
mover in this grand reform. But the same God was
acknowledged by a large portion of the adherents,
yet he was never known throughout the organization
to have 8hown his face or any of his parts. But our
divines say he overshadowed a virgin, and she brought
forth a son, and he officiated in his stead. But be
this as it may, he did not act in any sense like the
Jewish God, providing he was by him begotten. He
took no delight in murder and rapine, he discarded
revenge, and condemned retaliation, sympathized with
man in all his affiictions, a friend to the sinner and
those who erred, taught moral goodness in all he said
and did, was mild and loving in his ways, except
when talking with the Jewish priests. For this no
one will blame him, who can realize what a cursed
set they were. (This expression does them no injus-
tice, though it is harsh.) It is out of the question for
a father to produce a son so unlike himself. He re-
sembled the Jewish God in no sense whatever as to
character, disposition or animal passion. It was a
iibel and gross slander, to charge him as being the son
of the Jewish God. He acknowledged the God of
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nature, only referring to the Jewish God when re-
monstrating against them, but claimed universal
fatherhood and brotherhood, and himself the son of
man in the common sense of blood relation. This
the Jews called blasphemy, and treated as such.

This organization was like all before it, inasmuch
as it had the ruling passion of man ; and having gain-
ed a victory under the generalship of Constantine,
tyranny ruled, and the sword and bludgeon again was
instituted. Here the fourth organization fell, merg-
ing itself into what was called the Church of Rome,
and from that into the present Roman Catholic
Church, called by the Protestants the Devil’s church.
Here ends the fourth organization, falling as it did
into the hands of the Devil.

Here we would say, notwithstanding its fall and
failure, there were prophets, seers or mediums in it,
who looked down through time, saw this organiza-
tion represented to their spiritual view under the figure
of a woman, called ‘“the great whore, the mother of
harlots, and abominations of the earth,” and she was
drunk with the blood of those who had respect for
moral goodness. How strange indeed, that blood
and carnage were once the delight of a merciful
God! Now the Church of Rome is charged with
being drunk with the blood of saiuts, those who be-
longed to the class of which Jesus was one, who
sutlered and died under the hands of God's high
priests, clothed with the power of the priesthood.

CHAPTER V. ’

After some five or six thousand years, withall the
aid and assistance that theology claims for him,
the Jewish God has so far failed to establish a church,
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or an organized kingdom on earth ; and as for destroy-
ing the Devil, by insnaring, catching, chaining. or im-
prisoning him, there is no encouragement, by way of
getting rid of so loathsome a creature. He remains
an eye-sore to the clergy, and yet their best friend.
We will now look after those who perished under the
priesthood of the Jewish God. It is not to be won-
dered at, that John the seer, saw the church organiza-
tion, by which the priests held their power, and by it
thousands were put to death ; that it was drunken
with human blood, being controlled as it was by the
Jewish priesthood, which put to death all who dared
{0 oppose its authority, Jesus not excepted.

The church under the control of Constantine, a ty-
rant in every sense, whose genius failed him in invent-
ing ways and means to kill, torment and punish
heretics, as they were called under that organization,
(or witches and wizards by the Jews.) The estimate
we have made of the Jews and their God is based,
as a foundation, upon their own record, sacred and
profane ; but we will not vouch for the truth of it in
all its fullness and particulars. Neverthelessit is held
by many as the unerring word of God. If the Bible
account isreliable,we have not misrepresented the Jews
or their God ; but believing it is not all strictly true,
justice demands this qualification. The Jews
charged their God with many things he was not
guilty of, by saying, ¢ Thus saith the Lord,” when the
Lord had not said it ; yet it is so recorded.

Second, they did many things themselves to gratify
their own dispositions ; if successful they ascribed it
to their Ga, and it comes down throigh their records
to us, as being sanctioned and dictated by him, -

Third, many things arese from superstition,
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imagination ; yet were recorded as facts. What I say
of the Jews on this point, I say of all nations. There
is a universal similarity, and there is nothing more
wrong in the Hindoos believing Alayone, daughter
of Zolus, who drowned herself in grief for her hns-
band, was turned into a kingfisher, (a bird) than for the
Jews to believe Lot's wife, for looking back, wasturned
into a pillar of salt ; all from the same cause (ignor-
ance) and equally untrue.

‘We have now shown the failure of the fourth organ-
ization, which was swallowed up by the Church of
Rome, ‘‘the great whore,” seen in a vision by John, a
seer and medium, as being the ‘‘ mother of harlots,”
out of which most of the present religious sects have
sprung. These four failures prove one of these things.
The Jewish God was incompetent to govern man in
the capacity of a nation or church. If this is not
true, then it proves all these organizations had no
higher origin of authority than man, in and out of the
earth form. If this is not true, then it proves the
Devil, after achieving a victory in the garden of Eden,
has kept the field ever since, in spite of all the efforts
on the part of God, man and angels. As we have
heretofore relied upon the Jewish history, in reference
to the Jews and thei»®od, we do the same inlooking
after those who perished at the hands of, and was put
to death by the authority of the Jewish priesthood ;
and those in power. "The Jews in no instance claim
or admit they ever put aman to death without just
cause ; therefore their laws and statutes were so word-
ed there was no trouble to convict. and put to death
all who violated their laws, under which Jesus, with
thousands of others, suffered death. Jesus spoke to
those Jews then in authority, who held the priest-
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hood, forming the grand Sanhedriwm, who sat on the
judgment seat and condemned him to death, he whose
motto was to do good, and he said, ** Woe unto you
for ye build the sepulchers of the prophets, and your
fathers killed them.” From the blood. of Abel unto
the blood of Zacharias which perished between the
altar and temple, embracing a period of some four
thousand years. Luke xi. 47-51. Who dare say
this testimony is false? I true, it speaks louder
than the thunder of Sinai ; and what does it inean ?
If true, and we take it as such, it amounts to this.
The Jew sh priest, and those in authority, had been in
the habit of Kkilling, stoning, and putting to death a
certain class of people that Jesus called prophets and
apostles. We will call them mediums ; the Jews called
them witches, wizards, blasphemers, necromancers,
persons who talked with the spirits of the dead. For
all this class, they had a law that all such should be
put to death ; if the testimony of Paul can be relied
on, where he speaks of the treatment and condition
of such. Heb. xi. 37-38 ‘‘They were stoned, they
were sawn asunder, were tempted, were slain with the
sword, they wandered about in sheepskins and goat-
skins, being destitute, afflicted, tormented, of whom
the world was not worthy ; theyswandered in deserts,
and in mountains, and in dens and caves of the earth.”
These were consideréd as violaters of those laws, the
same as in the days of king Saul. Itis evident the
woman that is called by our present priests, the Witch
of Endor, who was banished by king Saul, ‘'and had
secreted herself as best she could, wasone of these.
In this case we will quote from Josephus’ history—a
well authenticated waork, and one that may be relied .
on. o his Gth book, 14th chapter of the * Antigqui-
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ties of the Jews;” a much fuller account is given
of this woman than in the Bible. “ When, Saul
had heard this, he could not speak for grief, and fell
down on the floor, whether it were Ifom the sorrow
that arose upon what Samuel had’said, or from his
emptiness, for he had taken no food the foregoing day
nor night, he easily fell quite down, and when with
difficulty he had recovered himseif, the woman would
force him to eat, begging this of him as a favor en ac-
count of her concern in that dangerous instance of
fortune-telling, which it was not lawful for her to have
done, because of the fear she was under of the king,
while 8he knew not who he was, yet did she under-
take it, and go through with it, on which account she
entreated him, to admit that a table and food might
" be set before him, that hé might recover his strength
and so get safe to his own camp.” And when he op-
posed her motion, and entirely rejected it, by reason
of his anxiety, she forced him, and at'last pursuaded
him to eat. ’

‘‘Now she had one calf that she was very fond of, and
one that she took a great deal of care of, and fed it
herself, for she was a woman that got her living by
the labor of her own hands, (I wish this could be said
of our c¢lergy,) and had no other possessions but that
one calf ; this she killed, and made ready its flesh,
and set it before his servants and himself, so Saul
came to the camp while ‘it was yet night. Now it is
but just to recomend thé generosity of this woman,
because when the king had forbidden her to use that
art wheénce her circumstances were bettered and im-
proved, she did not remember to his disadvantage
that he had condemned her sort of learning, and did
not refuse him as a stranger, and one, that she had no
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acquaintance with ; but she had compassion upon
him, and comforted him, and exhorted him to do what
he was greatly averse to, and offered him the only
(calf) creature she had asa poor woman, and that
earnestly, and with-great humility, while she had no
requital made toher for her kindness, nor hunted
after any future favor from him, for she knew he was
to die ; whereas men are naturally either ambitious
to please those that bestow benefits upon them, or are
very ready to serve those from whom they may re-
ceive some advantage. It would beywell therefore to
imitate the example of this woman, and to do kind-
ness to all such as are in want; and to think that
nothing is better nor more becoming mankind, than
such a general beneficence, nor what will sooner
render God favorable, and ready to bestow good
things upon us. And so far may suffice to have
spoken concerning this woman.’

We would ask where does that woman hve in all
Christendom, thatis worthy of a better character than
the one Josephus, the great historian, gives this poor
aesplseu Womun sugmatised Wlbll Lﬂe name OI BI]S
‘“‘witch of Endor,” nevertheless as for her moral char-
acter she is the person whose life, habits, and
disposition, are the nearest and most like Jesug’—
always ready to do good. How did thelife and death
of Jesus stand among the Jews ? He was in like man-
ner condemned ; pronounced .and looked upon as an
impostor and put to death, by what the priests called
the law of the Lord, under which thousands before

him lost their lives ; of whom he spoke, when he said,
“vnnr fathershave \n"pd them.” Notwithstanding all

uriathers have X116 1hem, aovwiiasiabCing al

t]us, our present teachers of theology are threatening
us with hell and everlasting damnation if we do vot
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acknowledge the Jewish God, declaring Jesus (who
was born of a woman, the same as all children are) to
be the legitimate son of this personal God, who talked
face to face, with Abraham, Jacob, and Moses ; when
his character, disposition and manner of life, bad no
more resemblance to the character of Jesus, than a
ravenous she-bear, (such as destroyed forty-two chil-
dren) has toa dove which was the emblem of Jesus’
God, the spirit that abode with, and controlled him
through life on earth ; while these two she-l'ears, carried
" out and executed the curse of Elisha, when under the
influence or spirit of the God of the Jews when he
cursed the children. Who dare deny this, that believes
his Bible, and who dare say, these two she-bears did
not portray the God-power under which Elisha cursed.
- the children, whose effiense was a childish retort, upon
a man who had a bald head ? Who dare say the
dove does not portray the God-power by which Jesus
was controlled through life ?

There can be no doubt, but that Abraham, Moses
and others who acted under authority were influenced
by the spirit of a savage king, whose disposition had
undergone no change perceivable, by way of reform,
who was by times petulent and cross, at other times
noble and grand, varying from the sublime to the
ridiculous, never above, but often below that of hu-
manity; while the prophets, who Jesus says were kill-
ed and put to death, were controlled and influenced by
gpirits more mild, such as the one he was; and for
instance, John the apostle, who was controlled and
-.governed by a God-power thatwas alllove. What a
-contrast between the God-power that controlled
Jesus and John ; and the power that dictated these
words: “Iama jealous God, and a God uf war, 1
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ill stir up nations to battle ; vengeance is mine and
I will repay ; I will laugh at your calamity and mock
when your fear cometh, I the Lord have de.eived
that prophet, and I will stretch out- my hand upon
him, and will destroy him from the midst of my
people Israel. Also the Lord had put a lying spirit
in the mouth of all these thy prophets.” Can it be
poseible, a man posscssed of common sense can sink
his ideas of the God of the universe, the fountain of
truth and perfection, low envugh 1o mcet the demands
of those recorded facts, and the teaching of theology ?
I confess I cannot.

In connection ith the examination of this subject,
the existen  of spiritual beings inevitably comes in
for a are of our attention. In the Bible various ac-

unts are given of these spiritual personages being
seen, under various circumstances and conditions.
The seeing of them {s not an opinion, but a faet,
claimed by all nations and ages of the world, and even’
at the present day. To deny their existence, would
give the lie to all nations. and to some of the best
men of our own time. This, perhaps, should place
it beyond a doubt. Butherc is a mystery, the extreme
Materialist, who denies the immortality of man, and
our Christian friends agree, that there are none seen
and talked with at the present time. In this the ma-
terialist is far the most consistent, as Christians claim
they were once seen and talked with, but not now.
If the question rested upon the claims of the Chris-
tian, and those who deny man’s immortality, pre-
sumption decides the question in favor of the Infidel;
if none now, there never was any.

Hare the Christian, in his defense, replies to this
reasonable decision : “ Yes, there may be spiritual
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personages or spirits now seen by those who are me-
diums, but they are all of the Devil and his angels or
evil spirits, but those seen and talked with by Abra-
ham, Jacob, Moses and others, were God himself and
his holy angels.” Here we propose to take our Chris-
tian friends at their word, and admit their claims,
that God and h's holy angels administered in person
in the affairs of man, from Adam to Constantine, and
that the Devil and his angels have been exercising in
person to rule ever.since, or at least from the days of
Swedenborg, and are now doing all in their power to
govern the affairs of man. This is the substance of
the claims of the Christian world on this point. And
the thing most necessary is to realize the condition of
man then and now. .

‘How was it then, commencing with Abraham, when
the idea of one God and angels were first introduced,
previous to Abraham’s day ¢ Gods were in the plu-

" ral,and the original Greek from which the Bible was

copied, begins with the words, ‘‘In the beginning the
Gods created the heavens and earth, Gods in the
plural was used throughout ” in the creation of man,
which agrees with all ancient records of the different
nations. Abraham and his God, entered irto a cove-
nant of circumcision, changing and altering the pri-
vate member of each male as a mark of distinction,
the same as a stock raiser cuts off a piece of the ear
of his calf or pig. There was also a.land contract
entered into, the possession of which cost rivers of
human blood and the destruction of property, the
value of which is beyond figures. This was all done
by the command of Abraham’s God in person, aided
and assisted by angels. As for the slaughter and car-
nage throughout, there is no parallel.
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It is also recorded, Jacob had a wrestle (rough
and tumble) with the same personage that he calls
God, and prevailed, but in the fall got his thigh put
out of joint. Here he refused to tell his name, but
blessed Jacob and left for fear of daylight. We
would ask, was he afraid some one would see him
and know him ? :

1t is an undeniable fact, wars and bloodshed were
the only means advised by the Jewish God to settie
national disputes; in fact death was the penalty for
all crimes, and in some cases the criminal’s father’s
house had to suffer with the criminal. Fraud, decep-
tion, theft and robbery were the national character of
the Jews; polygamy, whoredom and concubinage
were tolerated. Human slavery and selling females
for wives and concubines were the practices of the
day. A compound of drugs, that would poison a
horse, was given to the wife of a jealous husband, but
no redress for the woman, who was cursed with a dis-
honest companion. 'Where is justice to be found in
such a law. The priests and those in authority, put
to death all who dissented from them in religious
views—their God aiding and assisting in all this.
Tyranny wag the ruling power.

But our Christian friends may tell us, God and his
angels have not spoken to man on earth, nor made
their appearance since the New Testament was writ-
ten, therefore God is not responsible for what Con-
stantine and the Pope did. Not so, friends, you
claim the eommands, statutes and laws recorded in
the Bible, were put there by God himself, to govern
his people in after days. This Constantine and the
popes believed and acted in accordance therewith.

How aré things now, under the reign of the Devil
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and evil spirits, who now appear in person, convers-

ino with man and woamean fana ta fann anoh aa Qua
aligy YYIULL ANULL QLW WULLEI 1aUU W 1alT, dull ad owo-

denborg, Judge Edmonds and thousands of others,
who, for truth and veracity, stand unimpeached?
These spirits or spiritual personages are, and have
been, using all their power and influence to wean the
affections of man away from the God of the Jews,
and to abandon all the Jewish and heathen relics of
savage barbarism. I ask, how isit now ? Wars and
bloodshed are being now discarded, and arbitrauons
are now about to be instituted to settle natiohal diffi-
culties. .Crimes of all kinds are now being punished
according te the aggravation in the case, and the death
penalty is now limited to only murder in the first de-
gree, and that is disearded by our best humanitarians.
Polygamy, whoredom and concubinage are prohibit-
ed by law. As for jealous wives. and husbands, our
laws are the same for both. As for priestly power
and divine authority, by which thousands were put

_ todeath, they are becoming things that once were, and

men and women are now permtited to worship God
according to the dictation of their own conscience.
As for human slavery and selling females to the high-
est bidder, it is almost universally abandoned. Fraud,
deception, theft and robbery are now individualized
and punished by law, except in war, which is a Jew-
ish relic, and caunot be avoided, until the god of war
and of vengeance is discarded, and the god of peace
and good-will to man adepted. The reader is left to
decide and judge between the condition of then and
now. .

Wehave said, there was a plurality of gods before the
days of Abraham and Moses ; and it is true, The
Jews, as a nation, were the first people who claimed
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onc God, and all other spiritual personages were angels,
Before this they were ali calied gods, and many were
named according to circumstances. Thus, Mammon
was the god of riches, Bacchus was the god of wine,
Cupid, the god of love, Zolus, the god that ruled the
wind and lived on an island in the sea. There were

the god of war and the god of peace. There were

gods many, and lords many, but with the Jews there
was but one God, all other spiritual personages were
called dngels. Thus their.God and his”angels were
believell by the Jews to constitute the spirit world.
How was it with Abraham # He saw three men,
‘which were three spirits who were materialized, so as
to be a tangible substance, a fac simile, but could have
vanishéd and disappeared at pleasure, the same as the
hand that wrote upon the wall. Abraham called them
men, and they were men in every sense; they ate,
which proves their condition was the identical same
as Jesus’ wags, when seen on the bank of the sea, eat-
ing broiled fish. Two of these men or spirits were
afterward called angels, whose interest it was to in-
form the Sodomites that a volcano was about to burst
uponthem. But onaccount of ignorance and religious
superstition, the history of the facts in the case are
very imperfect, yet we.may get the outlines. Abra-
ham believed one of these three men was God the
Lord, and held a conversation with him as such; and

QAnd +h nan ho asnspived NLidm “vhn
he was God in the sense he conceived 1, Wien,

in fact, he and the other two were angels or spirits
materialized, the same asnow. How was it with Ja-
cob, who said, I have seen God and my life is preserv-
ed. Yet'he callsthe same person a man, How was
it witlh. Moses at the bush ? He some times says it
was God, at other times the angel of the Lord. Itis




THE JEWS AND THEIR GOD. 43

recorded God got angry several times with Moses, and
oné time declared he would not go wich him on their
journey, but would send his angel. And the next thing
you read, ‘“ And the Lord spake unto Moses saying.”
In all cases the power of an angel (spirii) was the same
as he whom they called God. The idea of a god
showing fear, as is recorded in the case of the build-
ing of the tower of Babel, that a man could build a
road to heaven with brick, when he, God, said, * Go
10, let us go down,” etc.; also in the case of Sodomhe
came down—but therc were three distinct persons—
to see if the report he had heard was true. Are such
jdeas calculated to represent the true character of the
Jewish God? If so, no wonder he yielded to the
counsel of Moses, and asking Moses to let him alone,
that he might exe®ute his wrath. All this proves his
inferiority and petulent passions. As for his name,
he refused to give it to Jacob, but gave his name Je-
hovah to Moses. By this name he was not known

* among the gods. This proves he assumed this name,
or was a new god.

Even in the days of Moses the Lord himself makes
Moses a god to Pharaoh, and claims to Moses that his .
orizin is back of Abraham, lsaac and Jacob, but says
he was known to them as God Almighty, but by the
pame of Jehovah he was not known to them. The
idea of this Jewish god existing or figuring in anywise
in the singular, previousto the days of Abraham is as-
sumed and unwarranted. 1t is true he called himself
God Almighty ; but this proves nothing, when the
plurality of gods is not only sustained by the records
of all nations but admitted in the original Greek, and
so expressed in the fore part of the Bible as being

- the order of the day previous to Abraham,
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From Adam to Abraham he is spoken of in the
plurai (Gen, i:26; iii: 522 ; xi: 7), to Abraham
and the Jews in the singular. The Lord appearcd
unto AbrakLam, etc. (Gen. xii- 7), to Hagar he appear-
ed twice. First he is called the angel of the Lord,
then Lord, and spakz unto her; she says, *‘Thou
God seest me ;7 also he says, “I will multiply thy
seed,” ete. (xvi: 10-13). Next the angel of God speaks
out of heaven, tells Hagar what to do, assuming the
authority of God himself asbefore. ‘' ForI will make
him a great nation.” It is evident the angel of the
Lord, the Lord, thou God, the angel of God, and God
who opened his eyes, were all one and the same per-
son (Gen, xxi: 17-19). He again is said to appear to
Abraham as the Almighty God, proposes to make a
covenant with him and to multiply, etc. (Gen. xvii:
1). On another occasion he appears as & man, one of
three. In this case the plural is used the same as be-
fore Abraham, except the first salutation after seeing .
them. Abrsham addresses the singular and includes
the other two by saying, ‘‘Comfort ye your kearts,” and
they said, ‘‘so do,” etc. And they did eat; after dinner
the men (not one) rose up from thence and Abraham
\went with #hem to bring them on the way. It is evi-
dent here they parted, and two went to Sodoni—Lot’s
house ; the other one Abraham called Lord, who said
he had come down (from the spiritual sphere) to see it
what had been told him was true. After a chat with
Abraham, the Lord (in the singular) went s way unto
his place (Gen. xviii. Two angels are next seen at
Lot's, and stay with him over night, and Lot calls
them Lords. He now appears to Jacob as the Lord
God of Abraham, and having eharge over a ladder up-
on which the angels (spiritual personages) ascended
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ete., (Gen. xxviii: 12, 18). He agaiu nppears to Jacob
asa man, the same as he was when he ate dinner with
Abraham—being alone he is called God, seen and
handled by Jacob (Gen. xxxii: 24-80).

This same personage appears to Jacob, and orders
him to build an altar, and is called God Almighty
(Gen. xxxv: 1-11). His first appearance to Moses was
that of an angel of the Lord in the burning bush, and
said, “I am the God of thy father Abraham,” ete.,
(Ex. iii:2-6). When presented to Pharaoh he was
called the Lord God of Israel. Pharaoh usked wbois
the Lord, and was told heis the God of the Hebrews
(Ex. v: 1.8). Againhe appears to Moses, and says his
name is Jehovah ; by this name he was not known
(Ex.vi: 8). Befoxe this he claimed his name to be 1
am that I am (Ex. iii: 14). He also tried to kill Moses
and is called Lord (Ex. iv: 24). He makes Mosesa god
to Pharaoh (Ex. vii: 1). '

‘When Kkilling the first-born in Egypt it was necessa-
ry to put blood upon the door-post of each house in
which the Jews lived, lest the Lord might make a
mistake (Ex. xii:7). He was called Baali, but this
name he refused and was called Ishi (Hos, ii: 18);
these names mean man, husband,etc.; the name Baah'
got mixed up with other gods. [See Hiichcock’s Bi-
ble Margin]. His name, for common, was the Lord ;
or, the Lord of Hosts, which means boss or chairman
over a goodly number of his equal lords, or one in
charge. For instance in ‘council sitting as chief (1
Kings xxii: 19 ; Jobi: 6 and ii, 1, In both of these
councils there were different grades of characters, yet
all on friendly terms, attending to the business of the
times.

We have given a few quotations in regard to the
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personages, whom the Jews claimed to be their God.
We will now give a few others in regard to the .
places of his abode. Darkness was his secret place
(Ps. xviii: 11). Darkness was under his feet, and
round about him dark waters and thick clouds (2
Sam. xxii: 10-12). Dwells in thick darkness and Sol-
omon builds him a house—a settled place to abide
forever (1 Kings viii: 12, 13). 2 Chron. vi: 1 says the
same. ‘We now give a few quotations as to his dispo-
sition. On this point he is well mixed. One moment
he is full of love, mercy and human kindness, and the
next, as it were, he barst open in the most horrible
rage like a savage monster. In fact in almost every
page of the Jewish history, he is stained with human
blood and most heart-rending threats: on this a few
quotations will sufice. He is as a bear in wait and a
lion in secret places (Lam. iii: 10). I will pour out my
wrath like water ; as a moth, and as rottenness to tiie
house of Judah (Hos. v: 10-14). I will be unto them
as & lion, asa leopard by the way ; I will meet them
as a bear that is bereaved of her whelps, and devour
them like a lion (Hos. xiii: 7, 8). The Lord is a man of
war (Ex. xv: 3). Hathsworn thuthe will have war with
Amalek from generation to generation (Ex. xvii: 16),
Full of vengeance, wrath and is furious (Nab. i:2).
The Lord goes forth as a mighty man ; he shall stir up
jealousy like a man of war. Yea more, will cry like a
travailing woman, destroy and devour at once (Isa.
42:13,14). This is the day of the Lord God of hosts, a
day of vengeance, the sword shall devour and made
drank with their blood (Jer. 46:10). I will laugh at
your calamity ; I will mock when your fesr cometh;
when they call I will not answer ; they shall seek me
early but they shall not find me (Prov. i: 26-28). Dear
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reader, my soul sickens when reflecting on such asav-
age god, now imposed upon humanity by our theclo-
giaus. One of the most changeable and excitable be-
ings on record ; one moment full of Jove and. tender
kindness, overflowing with compassion, {e next min-
ute in a rage of anger, bursting open with wrath and
revenge, finding fault with that which he does him-
self (Gen. vi: 6; 1 Sam. xv: 11, also 85 ; Jer. xxvi: 19;
1 Chron. xxi: 15 ; 2 Sam. xxiv: 16 ; Ex. xxxii: 2-14;
Ps. cvi: 45; Deu. xxxii: 36.) Notwithstanding his
savage disposition, yet in the same record many acts
and sayings are recorded that would be an honor and
credit to any man. All of which goes to show he
was A personage not only subject to, but sbsolutely
possessed of all the iniperfect attributes of a man from
the sublime to the ridiculous. In no sensewhatever
above men, only in spiritual power and angelic majes-
ty.

The whole end and aim of the Jewish God, (a spir-
itual personage, as we have no doubt he was), was to
create and get to himself a great name among the
nations and their gods. This accounts for his jeal-
ousy, as hé had many to compete with, and thuy
every Jew, that would not acknowledge bim to be
greater than all other gods, was put to death. I will
here say, lie lias got bravely over his jealousy, or lost
his power, or lacks executioners. Yet there are many
priests who would now do it, but they lack the pow-
er. Whom shall we thank for these priceless bless-
ings, the Jewish God or the Christian Devil? T proposc
thanks to the god of progression for the religious 1ib-

erty we now eniov, It ig said, God told Moses he
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could not see his face (he must have beer making be-
lieve as he did to Abraham, when he commanded him
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to Kkill his son, when he did not intend to have him
do it, which proves he did not know the confidence
Abraham had in him until after the experiment. He
was then satisfieéd and said so)as Moses had before
that, talked face to face with him, and so had others.

But our Christian friends claim he was now in a
halo of glory. We are ready toadmit this, but what
does it prove ? He was only in the same condition
in which Moses himself appeared in company with
the prophet Elias (Elijah) on the Mount, a thousand
vears after their decease, which proves the spirit of
this heathen king could assume a glorious body, the
sanie as Moses and Elias. The assuming of this glo-
rious body, seen by Moses, did not make a god of
him, any more than did Moses and Elias. Asto what
he smd to Moses, it only showed the position he
claimed.

We now pass over many facts recorded, co-operat-
ing with our views, proving the Jewish God to bhe
none other than the living spirit of a heathen mon-
arch, as can be seen in the offerings of animals as sac-
rifices, commanded by him, with their dung, their
entrails or inwards, their galls, cauls, livers, should-
ers and blood ; pigeons, turtles, doves, bulls and heif-
ers, (can a leifer represent the same sacrifice as is
claimed for a he-goat) rams, lambs, oxen and sheep ;
all these go to slow he was of heatihen origin, and de-
lighted in the shedding of blood, uncivilized and sav-
age in all his requirements. Our position is sustained
on almost every page of the Bible. Dear reader, if
you have never realized the silly rites and ceremonies
of the heathens and savage nations, in their zeal and
religious exercises, just read Teviticus, or the twelfth
chapter, if no more ; *“ A woman having a child born,
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a sin-offering was required, and this heathenish idea
was held sacred even at the birth of Jesus, who is
claimed to be God in human flesh; yet it was & sin
for his mother to be delivered, and an offering of a
pair of turtledoves or two young pigeons was requir-
ed to satisfy the law of this Jewish God.

As for the conception, birth, and all things pertain-
ing to Jesus’ nativity, without doubt, it was managed
by angels or spirits, but God, as a person, ig denied in
the New Testament—see Tim. vi: 16. But the spiritual

personages spoken of are in perfect keeping with our
position from the beginning—an angel proper isa
spiritual personage. Moses and Ehas, when seen on
the Mount, were angels in a full sense, The Holy
Ghost is a spirit. Your dictionary will tell you a
ghost isa dead man’s spirit, and these spirits vary in
character, in the same proportion as when in the flesh.
This accounts why so many of the Jewish prophets
were deceived, believing as they did, they supposed
it was God that deceived them, and it was their God
that did it ; but who having common sense, can be-
lieve the God of the Universe uses deception ; but as
the Jewish God claimed the exclusive right of com-
munjcating, the prophets were justified in charging
him as they did, and of being the author of evil, act-
ing direct in all the domestic affairs oflife. If there
wns evil in the eity, it was their God that did it. If
a prophet was deceived, il was his God that deceived
him. If they prophesied lies, it was their God that
put lies into their mouth.

If a man at any time was influenced by a good spir-
it, and on the morrow by a vieious and revengeful
nmnt it wag gaid of him, an evil nmnt of God troub-

led hlm. And should a plophet’s vision or sight be
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such as to enable him to see spirits, and should in

- open vision see them in council, having an object in
view, he would suppose the chief spirit or the one
who conducted the council was God. Thus the
prophet Micah says, ‘‘Isaw the Lord (God) sitting on
histhrone, and all the host of heaven (pethaps one
hundred) on his right hand and on his left (which
council was and is a common thing). The object ot
concourse of spirits being made known by the chief,
one said on this manner, another cn that, (each one
made his proposition) and there came forth a spirit
and made his, (tl.e fact was, they were all spirits, and
could talk, and did counsel together, and the Lord
(the chief) being satistied with the plan proposed by
this one, commissioned him to exccute it. Thus the
prophet exclaims after seeing what he did, ¢ Now
therefore, behnld the Lord (Israel’s God) hath put a
lying spirit in the months of all these prophets. We
have called the reader’s attention to a few facts re-
corded by the Jews. We think enough to satisfy a
reasonable mind, one free from religious prejudice,
that our position is fully sustained. It is an undeni-
able fact, that the actions of the person claimed by
Moses to be his god, and the council seen by Micabh,
and the actions of angels in general, fully correspond:
ed with the low, savage, and revengeful condition of
man at that day, which in fret, scts the question at
rest, that our position accords with the facts in the
case,
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CHAPTER VL

We now propose to look afier spiritual mediums,
and the present condition of man, as well as the for-
mer, which shows man in his earthly career, has been
iraveling on the path of progression, the same as an
indivicdual, from conception to embryo, infancy and
childhood to :y’O'liul, and is now {n:\,uuuus as it were
twenty-one, a proper age to do our own individual
thinking, living as we are upon a plane of eternal pro-
gression. This present period was faintly seen by
many who mediumistically saw our day, and rejoiced
that religious freedom; as well as political, would be
tolerated, and every man be permitted to sit under
his own fig-tree [in his own house] and none should
make him afraid, and be permilted to worship him
who is spirit power, and the life of all existing things,
and do it in =pirit and truth; and this beauvtiful theo-
ry will increase till it covers the whole earth, thereby
uniting and binding together all nations in love for
one Father and one universal brotherhood, and learn
war no more. This is the age of man we are now en-
tering, and it was seen by many (mediums) out from
under a dark cloud of despair, when dens and caves
in the earth were the only places of safety from the
savage disposition once the ruling power over man,
when iznorance and the God of the Jews ruled the na-
tions. DBut, thanks be to the god of progression love
&Il(l llulll&lllly, Ul Ubllelly Klllulless Wlu lLl ume Sllp(,l"
sede the present religious superstition, which claims
that moral goodness is inferior and worthless in the
absence of Church membership.

We find their gods were of the same disposition,

character and temperament as the neonle, and it could

cnaracler ana lempergmens 88 (4¢€ pPegpie, and i could

- not be otherwise; asavage people always had a savage
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God, and all spiritual communications were the same,
while the present communications are now more or
less seagoned with universal love and brotherly kind-
ness, similar to the greetings of the heavenly hosts at
the birth of Jesus, yet more mild. Hell fire, and end-
less damnation, and the surging billows of a lake
burning with fire and brimstone are not now the
teachings from the spirit world, and it is a fact this
doctrine is not heard from the pulpit, as was fiftye
years ago; it was then the hue and cry from the tall
steeples to the shanty. I will venture to say at this
day and age, aman cannot be found on earth (a luna-
tic or savage excepted) that he having the power to
save or destroy in endless misery, would do the latter,
independent of ancient precepts and examples. Let
every man test this question by divesting himself of
religious prejudice and pass judywment in the case.
Therefore, looking back upon the past life of man,
under our present developed condition, we are not
justified in condemning our forefathers and their God,
neither are we justified in worshiping the same God.
In fact, there is no such a god now in existence; such
a god as the Jews worshiped is inconsistent, and must
have been more or less imaginary, and will passaway
like all other heathen gods.

As for mediums, they are a class of men and wor
men designated and known as prophets, seers, revela-
tors and men of God in past ages, female included.
All of these, both male and female, who acknowledg-
ed the authority of the priesthood and the divine
right of kings, were more or less conneeted with in all
imporiant matters, but should any speak against those
in «uthority, they were punished with death as blas-
phemers and seditionists. For it was written in the
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law of the Lord, “ Thou shalt not speak evil of the
ruler of my people.” What tyranny! Yetthere were
a few whose development and mediumistic powers
were sufficient to sustain and protect themselves by
spirit power, as Elijah did when he destroyed the fif-
ties sent to him by the king, and others of the same
development and power. Jesus had this same power,
and could have protected himself the same way, but
refused to exercise it, choosing rather to suffer, than
to revenge himself upon his enemijes. There were
others who did not acknowledge the Pharisee's or-
der. These were looked upon as outcasts, and were
held under condemnation, and by the priest, called
neromancers, witches, wizards that peep, and those
having familiar spirits, such as the woman of Endor.
Taking a retrospective view of the ancient mediums
in all their grades of development, we naturally con-
clude, if we were in possession of all that was said
and done by them, it would not add to the credit or
respectability of that which is recorded. In addition
to the foregoing, many of the prophets, rulers and
priests of Israel were bribed and hired to lie, while
others were honest, vet directed by lying spirits, and
charged to their God, though he may have been in-
nocent. Others acting under the influence of wine
and strong drink ; upon the whole things were badly
mixed up at times. Those who were bribed and those
who acted under the influence of wine or any other
spirit, except himself, were condemned. We also
call the reader’s attention to the mediums of other
nations, all having mediums and their gods, from
whom the people received communications, whose
powers were equal to the power of the Jewish mediums,
and about the samc with their gods, which gave rise
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to jealousy. Balaam was a heathen medium, whose
powers were not surpassed by any of the Jewish
prophets, and to his credit he could not be bribed. As -
for the Gentiles as a race of people they were more
honest than the Jews. As for priests, prophet, seers,
revelators and mediums, they were all similar. They
were all religious and devotional. The Jews, as to
immortality, had no preference—Moses not being a
teacher of immortality, it not being congenial to the
position he held. Therefore, in a manner, they were
disbelievers in man’s immortality (see Josephus’
Wars of the Jews, Book 7, chapter 8, ph. 7).

Then Jesus came, who was a teacher of immortal-
ity, and through his teaching it was brought to light,
but the Jewish priests claimed he was in league with
the Devil, the same as the priests now say of spiritual
mediums. Socrates was a medium, and talked with
spirits; Confucius was one, and taught the principle
involved in the ‘‘Golden Rule,” 7Plato was a me-
dium, and talked with spirits. It is in perfect keeping
with my position for the followers of Jesus, who be-
lieve in him to hold him as their god, and offer pray-
ers and worship to him as such. The Catholic offers
prayers not only to him, but to Mary his mother and
other saints, and it is consistent with past ages.

Swedenborg was a medium, and an honorable,
truth-telling man, and we give credit to his state-
ments, not claiming for him norany «thers infallibility.
Perfection in its tull sense lies far above man’s first .
sphere in gpirit life. Judge Edmonds, of New York,
whose character was unimpeachable, saw and con-
versed with the spirits of the dead, recognizing them.
There are now in the United States about 9,000,000, be-
gides a vast number in other countries, who are con-
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vinced of the fact of an intercourse between earth and »

guivit Bfo and f thi olace nf thinlrava ara viodiimm
SPIriy 11IC, and O iis Ciass o1 tniligers are meaiums.

Bat here is u wide difference between the Jewish
mediums and those of our day, and it is worthy
of notice. The Jewish mediums, when deceived,
. accused their God of deceiving them, and of putting
lying spirits into their mouths, and that evil spirits
from their God troubled them, and if evil was done in
the city, the Lord did it. Notso with our mediums.
They have a higher and more exalted opinion of a god
of justice and the father of mankind. They discard
the idea of such a god. How do our present medinms
stand in the estimaticn of those who hold the present
priesthood ? They are held and looked upon as the
Jewish priests looked upon the class of mediums to
whom Jesus and the woman of Endor belonged, and
those who suffered death and banishment at their
hands, from Abel to Jesus, whom they nailed to the
cross. Comment is not needed ¢n this point. Yet it
is o well-known fact, many of our present priests, had
they the power, would willingly do hronor to the Jew-
ish God by executing his wrath upon spiritual here-
tics (mediums).

The idea that progression is limited to this life is a
small idea of a God. As for the present condition of
things, the character and standing of mediums, to-
gether with the spirit world and the manifestations
therefrom. Kind reader, if you will grant us the
privilege of presenting to you our best mediums, and
the best spiritual manifestations, the same as has been
done with the Jewich records, (rejecting thousands,)
we give you a record corresponding with civilization,
far in advance of that of the past, beaming with love
and good-will to man, flowing forth from the spiritua)
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mansions of heaven to the elevation of man on earth.

We now sum up our case, and after a thorough
search we fail to find evidence in favor of the Jews
and their Gog, in a moral or refined sense, ‘‘and why
should we, if our positions be true P But in shed-
ding of human blood, and the destruction of life and"
property, if this be a proof of greatness and moral
goodness, we yield the point. But as this is no credit
to man in civilization, how can it be to a God ? A
king or ruler that kills off at least one-half of his
subjects to frighten the other half into obedience,
and fails at that, proves he lacks wisdom, and is not
worthy to be aruler. This is our honest logical con-
clusion, theology with all its anathemas notwithstanding.

Here our Christian friends may meet us by claim-
ing we are judging God in the capacity of u man,
which is not a parallel case, “ for God’s ways are not
man's ways, neither are man's ways God's ways.”
This we cheerfully admit, but ask, where is the dif-
ference ¥ Are God's ways above or below man’s
ways ? Can a king do un act that would disgrace a
subject and not tarnish his own character? We
think not. We readily admit, man and his ways are
far below God and his ways; similar to that of a
child and its father. Should a father stoop to do
childish acts, he would degrade himself and dishonor
his fatherhood. This claim, when properly applied,
adds proof to oyr position.

W e also admit, to charge Abraham, Moses and ail
the Jewish prophets as lying impostors, who speak
of spiritual personages, is that which we are not war--
ranted to do under the existing circumstances. It
would give the lie to all nations, including mapy in-
dividuals whose characters, for truth and veracity, gre
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above impeachment, such as Job, Zoreaster, Cicero,
Plato, Socrates, Confucius and many others among
the heathen nations, and many worthy men in our
day, such as Swedenborg, Judge Edmonds and
thousands of others, all men of truth, who say they
saw and conversed with spiritual personages face to
face.

On the other hand, to say all that the Jews claimed
is strietly true applied to Deity, is equally unwarrant-
ed and absurd. The first gives the lie to truthful
men of all nations, past and present ; the latter would
be absurd and a disgrace to a civilized God, and has
-no corroborating evidence.

Therefore the chain of three positions is before
us. First, Discard all human testimony, past and
present, in relation to the existence of spiritual per-
sonages and spirit power.

Second. That God, whose power and greatness fills
immensity of space, was, and is, (unless changed)
subject to all the passions and attributes of an unciv-
ilized and savage king of the lowest grade.

Third. That the statement of the Jews, together
with other nations, in reference to the existence of
spiritual personages and spirit power are in the main
true, inasmuch as it accords with the claims ot this
our day. . -

Therefore, taking all thingsinto consideration, past
and present, we assume the responsibility to say the
Jews were mistaken in their man-God, the personage
who appeared to Abraham, Moses and others, and by
them seen and talked with, appearing in every sense
a man, in form, shape, size and features, and in fact
was 8 man having only passed into spirit life, possess-

» ing & spiritual body, yet grasped for more power and
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affluence, with the sole object of excellmg all other
Gods like himself, !

This accounts for his jealousy. A God who is Al-
mighty, in fact has nothing to be jealous of ; jealousy
arises only where there is fear of rivalry. This man-
God idea runs throughout Christendom, as well as
heathendom, as can be seen as to the man Jesus, who is
now a spiritual per onage, and by the Christians de-
clared to be their God, claiming his presence in spirit-
in their revival meetings, simnilar to that of the Hin-
doos and other nations do for their God. As for justice
and .moral goodness, the. Christians have no reason
to be ashamed of their God [Jesus Christ]; that
which he tanght and practiced was, in every sense, &
great improvement in moral goodness, as well as in
civilization. Nowhere is he heard-cursing the earth
for man’s sake, neither do we hear of him bragging,
“T am a man of war; I shall stir up jealousy like a
man of war.” ¢‘Yea, I will cry like a woman in travail
to destroy and devour at once ; I am a jealous God,
and vengeance is mine, and I will repay.” ‘I willlaugh
at your calamity, I will mock when your fear com-
 eth.” What can be imore savage? -Such a disposi-

tion carried out would disgrace a Nero. -

King George of England, whom our fathers rebelled
against in all his tyranny, was far in advance in civil-
ization to this. But Jesus, unlike the Jewish God,
his teachings were seasoned with moral goodness and
universal brotherhood. Should his worshipers be
more like him, they would be more consistent ; but,
as it is, they mix up their God with the Jewish God,
and call the plural one. Thus you see a mixture of -
brotherly love and human kindness combined with -

hate, bigotry, persecution, hell and endless damna- - -
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tion. It is quite common for theologians to quote all
the low and dastardly acts and sayings of the heathen
nations and their gods, without calling in question
their many good acts and sayings, in order to give fa-
vor on the side of the Jews and their God. This is
unfair and dishonest on the part of theology.

Be assured, kind reader, the imperfections of the -
heathen nations (as they are called) and their Gods
did not exceed that of tpe Jews and their God ; neith-
er did the moial goodness and human kindness of
the Jews and their God excel that of the heathen.
Butitisreasonable to believe many of those whom the
Jews and Christians call ¢ blind heathens,” will stand
before the judgment seat of justice on equal grounds
with many who acknowledge the Jewish God and call
Alrahamtheir father. In this have I not got the man
Jesus to back me, who said to the Jews, it would be
more tolerable (that is, better) for Sodom and Gomor-
rah (two Gentile or heathen cities that had been en-
gulphed by a fiery volcano) than for youJews. - Hav-
ing now, dear reader, presented to your views a posi-
tion, perbaps soinewhat new or strange, and upon
first thought may appear absurd ; nevertheless, I have
written out a few thoughts on this important subject
with care and honest candor, knowing, assuredly,
there is a mistake of great magnitude'in the claims of .
theology. But if that which I have written does not
carry upon its face a reconciliation of the sayings and
doings of the Jews and their God, that a0 other posi-
tion can do, then you may condemn. Butif I have
done honor to the God of the Universe, by discharg-
ing him of the authorship of so many low and de-
grading acts, charged by the Jews to their God, which -
would be a disgrace to any man or kmg in civiliza-
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tion, please give me credit for that at least. I have
no anathems, to pronounce upon you for your disbe-
lief, should y»u do so, neither have I praise or reward
to bestow for your adhering to my theory ; I consider
you are your own master in this matter, and it is each
“and every one’s individual right to exercise their best
judgment. Therefore pause, reflect, consult justice,
true honor and honesty, scasoned with gbod common
sense ; then decide.

80 long as theologians are ubable to reccncile their
idea of the fall of man with justice, and leave their
God holding the position of an honorable father, let
them cease their claims as expounders of mysteries
which they nor no one else can understand. Let the
clergy of our day show wherein God or man was ben-
efited in cursing the earth, as is claimed their God did.
Providing the result was, and is good, it proves his
curses are lthe game in result as his blessings, then it
makes but little, if any, difference which he does.
Let them show the justice of the effects, or results, ~
claimed for the act of one man, and that before he
‘knew good from evil. I.etthem show the wisdom in,
or the benefit arising from, the flood as they view it.
It may be claimed it was dene to cleanse the earth of
the wickedness of man. This isabsurd and untrue, as
it had no such effect. Let them show the fact, that
Christian religion has a saving power over man,
more than other religions. Let them show the fact
that & believer in the Christian religion is better off in
the life beyond the grave, than a moralist, whose end
. and aim is to do right.

As for the Jewish history of their God if it is reli-
.able or has any truth in it, he appeared to them in the
form of. a man, having all the passions of a man, such
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as hate, love, revenge and a warlike disposition, over-
anxious to receive the admiration of man in reference
to his greatness over other gods, and that he gave pre-
cepts and commands in person to Abraham, Moses
and others duringa period not less than four thousand
years. During that period he was frequently seen .
and conversed with. At one time Aaron, Nadab,
Abihu and seventy elders saw his feet and what he
stood on ; Moses saw his back parts, (ie it possible he
could bave back parts and not have fore parts); be-
sides this, he eat dinner with Abraham, and Aunt
Sarah had a good laugh at what was satd. But for the
last two thousand years he has changed his manner
and custom, in communicating with man, and keeps
himself out of sight—no part of his body, neither the
fore part nor the hind part, are now seen, or his voice
heard to say, ' Thus saith the Lord.” But as ke was
Confined to the Jews as their God, the failure of the Jews
a8 a nation, 18 proof of his wncompetency to govern and
manage them, as a nation, may account for his absence.
But be this as it may, there are now no corresponding
evidences of his existence in the manner in which he
displayed his person and power among the Jews.

All the facts in relation to the Jews and their God,
as they stand recorded in the Jewish history, go hand
in hand with our position.. Also see the agreement
our position has with the facts claimed in refer-
ence to the appearing of spiritual personages through-
out all ages and nations also at the present. These
personages were in the early days of man, called gods
and lords, thus there were gods many and lords many,
but the Jews acknowledged only one as God, the bal-
ance were called angels, ghosts and spirits of them
that were dead ; this latter name was rejected by the
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Jews, inasmuch as it was calculated, in its nature,
sooner or later to destroy their God. This gave rise
to all the inhuman treatment by the Jews and their
God toward the mediums of their day, who Jesus said
they killed, who saw and conversed face to face with
the spirits of those whose earthly bodies were dead,
the same as Abraham, Moses and others did to their
€God ; also the woman of Endor, who spoke face to
face with the spirit of Samuel, in like manner as Jesus
and his three disciples conversed with Moses and’
Elias some thousand years after the death of the body:
This same universal custom among all nations, of see-
ing and conversing with spiritual personages, has
undergone no material change, remaining the same,
only different developments, with a marked improve-
ment from-a low, savage and revengeful nature, to
that of love and good will to man on earth.

This spiritual intercourse is fast becoming a scien-
tific fact, and the sworn statements of thousands could
be added to these few thoughts, sufficient to make this
a large volume of many hundreds of pages, not only
+ from persons in the United States, but from all nations

now known, thus bearing corresponding evidence of
the claims herein set forth by the writer. Here let
‘me say, notwithstanding Gods in the plural were the
common belief of man beforg the days of Abraham,
and is the same now with - some nations, yet it is
proper to say many individuals believed in a higher
Power of rule far above and beyond their compre-
hension. The idea of a Power or ruling influence
" that forms and controls the Universe, including worlds,”
planets, suns and satellites, throughout space, giving
life and motion to each and all in accordance with the
nature of their existence; to be confined or repre-
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sented through a personage of the size of a man, say
five feet eleven inches high ; has all the features of an
absurd tnconsistency, the same as to claim the water
that runs in the Mississippi river would run through a
goose quill. )

All the facts in the case unite in the position taken
by the writer, that the God that rules and governs the
Universe is not the Jewish God. Therefore the God
that rules is not responsible, and is hereby honorably
discharged as being in person the doer of those low,
savage acts which the Jews charged to their God ; yet
their God spake many truths, and did some good
things, but this falls far short of proving he was God
in the full sense of the word Deity.

CHAPTER VI,

‘We now close, after giving a few scattering thoughts
upon God’s foreknowledge and his foreordination,
which involves man’s free agency (as'it is called) and
a question of some importance between our Arminian
and Predestinarian brethren. Those of the Armin-
ian order deny foreordination, and denounce it as
false and' untrue, yet they claim God foreknows all
things before they come to pass. The Predestinari-
ans hold that God not only knows, but predestined all
things whatsoever comes to pags. The writer of this
has often requested of those who deny foreordination
to show wherein the difference lies between God (if he
is God) knowing a thing and foreordaining it. Thus
. far he has failed to be answered. The main argument
(or rather assertion) in favor of a difference is, that
God, knowing a thing, yet in the future does not
necessarily make it take place (provided he is a man
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instead of God, we admit the truth of this idea). But
as they claim God foresaw all that takes place, and -
had a perfect knowledge of the same by bringing all
things yet in the future present before his sight, as
though they were, destroys the argument. The fact
(if it is a fact) of God bringing all things present be-
fore him, is positive proof they will take place; un-
less his seeing and knowing a thing is unreliable, and
subject to be a failure, in such a case God's foreknowl-
edge would be of but little use to himself or any one
else.

A Reverend gentleman once claimed that man could
look furward, see and foretell an eclipse many years
ahead, and that knowledge had nothing to do in caus-
ing the eclipse, and surely God could do as much as a
man. This we admitted, but claimed neither God or
man had any foundation for the knowledge of a thing
before it existed, only as the result of unchangeable
laws ordained and in force. Therefore all the knowl-
edge that a man can have of an eclipse or anything
yet in the future, arises from a knowledge he may
have of unchingeable laws now in force. The Rev,
gentleman claimed I destroyed man’s accountability.
To this I replied, so long as he was unable to show
there was a difference, I was justified in claiming the

_result under each theory to be the same. The thing
necessary to be done is to show there is a difference in
principle, and the result will also be different. But
wherein can the difference be, when foreknowledge )
is the result of unchangeable law ?

- We fearlessly say, in the absence of unchangeable
law, there can be no foreknowledge. We also say, if
it is impossible for God to be mistaken, or to fail in
foreknowing a thing, then of necessity it must take:
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place. We likewise say, it is impossible for a man to
‘buuuge l4.|.lt7 l.uu.lg \IUU. Saw HU WUUIU uu, luucaa ulB
. foreknowledge is a failure.

We will here illustrate a case, *‘ it was a fact, Booth
killed President Lincoln by shooting him with a pis-
tol, and it also was a fact, God saw and had a
knowledge of the act long hefora we were a nation.”
I now ask how Booth could have avoided the act, and
God’s foreknowledge remain good and unimpaired ?
I also ask, is the power of God’s foreknowledge more
easy for man to change, alter or disappoint than his
power to ordain upon which foreknowledge isbased ? .

“These foregoing points under consideration, have
reference to the God, who is acknowledged by the
Arminian s well as the Predestinarian ; each claim
he is the uil-wise and almighty ruler, creator and pre-
server of all things. All who adopt this last have no
just right to complain in regard to his manner of rul-
ing, ou any other claim than that they consider he is
either deficient in wisdom or power. Yet they are
the first to raise the question, dves God, man or the
Devil rule ? or do all three rule jointly ? or is it each
one acis his part in the drama of life ¢ It is claimed
by the Arminian, as well as the Predestinarian, that
the Devil is the prince and power of the air, and that
he holds a ruling power over a large portion of man,
if not all. They also hold man is a free moral agent,
and acts from choice to suit himself, having good and
evil set before him. Here I.must call the reader's
attention to the fact that there can be no mis-
take in the matter, in reference to man’s destiny,
providing his path is the result of his own chofce.
Thus, under the idea of the power of the Devil, and

man acting from his own choice, this God-ruling pow
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er is cut off, and he, as Almighty ruler, is thrown into
the shade. Under such a theological view, who would
wonder or think strange that God, after seeing the
effect of the Devil's power, and the determination of
man to do just as he pleased, that such a God would
exclaim in the agony of his rcul’s disappointment,
that it repented him he had made man, and was griev-
-ed to the heart. This theological view of a personal
Devil, and his power over man, together with man’s
free agency, completely destroys and annihilates a
personal God as supreme ruler, either by way of fore-
knowledge or foreordination; both are equally de-
stroyed, and he is driven to the painful necessity to
await his chanceé and accept at the hands of man and
the Devil, such as are not capable or not able to act
for themselves.

Here we have three theol.gical systems or view,
before us. God, an Almighty ruler, who has, before
man existed, foreordained whatsoever comes to pass ;
second, ‘‘ God, an Almighty ruler, whose unalterable
foreknowledge governs all things whatsoever comes
to pass;” third, then, under the power and influence
of the Devil, acting from his own choice a free moral
agent, does just tshe pleases.” Add to this never-end-
ing damnation for all who know not God. Here is
the conclusion of theology. It is ar unfathomable
mystery, thousands of ycars have been spent, talent
and money thrown away, the brain of man destroy-
ed, monomaniacs produced trying to reconcile the the-
ological views in relation to man’s moral and religious
condition. 1 close with this consolation, truth s im-
mwrial, and cannot dic; while error’is mortal, anl can-
not live where the freedom of thought is exercised.



G1IVE THE DEVIL HIS DUE.

BY JOHN SYPHERS.

" 1 have to laugh to myself, even to this day, when I
‘think back to my boyhood days and remember the
scenes of fear and mental anguish I passed through,
‘Leing constantly rendered miserable by the instruc-

I £ e n nia -
uions of my parents and Sunday-school teachers con-

cerning the end of the world, the day of judgment,
the Devil, death, hell, the grave, etc., etc. Oh! how
many sleepless nights have I passed—all curled up un-
der my quilts and feather-bed — trembling in every °
nerve, for fear that I should die before morning, and
go to hell, there to wail and howl forever, gnashing
my teeth and spouting red-hot flames from my mouth,
Kicking the fire-brands in every direction. I can’t’
help but laugh now to think what a little heatheff 1
then was, and weep to think what djy heathens r-v
parents and teachers were. I became. pale and waiy
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and really do bclieve that I should have died, if my
mind had not got relief. 'The idea that the Devil was
constantly on his roaring rounds, looking out for me

_ or any one else that he could lay his Devilish paws
ipon, was constantly before my mind. The harder 1
tried to shake it « , ‘he stronger its hold upon me.

1 possessed a very timid, sensitive organization, and
was always very uneasy when I was out in the woods
and was always very carefal to avoid dark hollows
and louvely places. I never could muster the uerve
to venture alone into such places, for if I Jid I feltal-
most certain that the “‘old hell roarer” would get af-
ter me. I have often imagined that I heard him com-
ing, roaring, over the hills after me, and then, oh Lord!
wouldn’t I cut dirt for home ?

The tallest rumning, and, I think, the best time I
ever made, was when I was a boy about eleven years
old, running from an imaginary Devil. Down from
the hills and woods I flew—over the fences I leaped

- like a deer—bareheaded and barefooted, shees ana
hat left far behind. As I approached the house, my
aunt Mary Aon, who was living at our house, came
running out to meet me, crying at the top of her voice,
““John, John! What on earth js the matter ?”

‘‘Matter enough,” says I; ‘“don’t you hear the

~Devil coming, roaring, over the hills after me "

Then aunty exclaimed, ‘‘ Oh, John, John! you lit-
tle white-headed fool! Don’t you know that is neigh-
bor Jones’ bull ? Look, yonder he is now, coming
down the hill. Go back to the ridge and finish gatn-

+ ¢ring your hickory nuts and chestnuts, and never let

e

did hear the preacher read it in the Bible last Sunday.
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“And besides, if there was one, I am sure Le cowld nev-

" ercatch you, judging from the way you came down

that lane. You would be much more likely to catch

i -him than he you. Iwould be quite willing to risk five
dollars that in a fair race you could ‘beat the Devil:’

Go back, go back, you little white-headed simpleton,
and bring home the nuts you have gathered.”
Any parents who are ignorant and wicked enough
to teach their confiding children such nonsense, are
committing an unpardonable sin, for which they can-
not be forgiven. Such teachings, when they are reqi-
ly believed by children, take the supshine, love and
beauty all out of their young and innocent lives, and
force upon them a blue, barren, unnatural, miserable
existence, and fill the young mind with clouds, shut-
ting out the pure sunlight of reason and truth.

In times of old they say the Devil went about like a
roaring lion, seeking whom he might devour. But*

- what ‘has become of him? I %hear little or nothing
about him any more. Has he quit the business, or has

he caught all he wants ? I guess he has quit his roar-
ing about on the earth, and gone home to reconstruct
his hell-hole, sweep down his smoky walls, whitewash
and fix up things, making them decent and respecta-
ble, a fit abode for the company now crowding into
his domains. His business has prospered so uunex-
pectedly that he has now beaten the Lord at his own
game. . He gets almost all respectable and think-

.ing people of brains. About ninety per cent. of

-

the whole human family now go straight to him at
death—that is, according to the teachings of. old
Orthodoxy, for she swears by her sacred altars thag
the thing is simmered down to this—
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** Come into the church, or go to hell ! -
Believe (us) or be damned | ” .

And now, as the scientific world—men of true
knowledge and civilization—will, as a general thing,
have none of the church in theirs, therefore they are
the ‘‘Dewvil’s meat,” sure.

They say Luther threw an inkstand at the Devﬂ but
he dodged it. The old agitator might have known
that he could not hurt so hard a case as the Devil, even
if he had hit him with an inkstand. Why didn’t he
take a brick-bat, a flatiron or a hatchet? The Devil
laughed, no doubt, when he saw the great reformer
coming at him with such weapons!

But I believe in giving the Devil his due. In fact,
almost everybody says he believes the same thing.
The only question is, What are his-dues? 1 have been
looking over the accounts a little lately, and find that
we all owe him a great deal. His dues are immense,
much more, I fear, {pan we shall ever be able to pay.
It was he, you will recollect, who helped us out of the
serape, when our first parents were penned up in the
garden. Through his agency alone we were enabled
to escape out into the great world, and acquaint our-
selves with its ten thousand inimitable beauties—its
forests, its lakes, its rivers, its cataracts and cascades,
oceans, islands, seas and continents. God, who had
power to create a Universe, certainly could have done
much better by us than to shut us up in a little garden,
less than a mile square, on a world twenty-five thou-
sand miles in circumference. What did he intend the
bther portions of it for, I wonder? He even did not
cieate any clothes for us, but left us naked, like the
animals, And I guess, if the truth were told, we were
nothing more or less than animals, aud never would
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have arisen to the dignity of manhood, had it not been
for the kindly assistance of a friendly Devil, He—
good old soul that he is—let down the bars, and gave
us a chance to escape from the narrow coufines of that
little cabbage-patch out into the great world—thus
giving us a chance to expand, to progress in wisdom,
uuuwmuge and power, and work our way up into the
manhood and civilization which we now enjoy. If
there is any one thing that I know better than another
it is the fact that I shall never be able to fully repay
the debt I owe him, for the many ten thousand kind-
nesses he hag shown to our race, in other ways and
manners besides helping us to over)eap the rarrow
confines of Eden.

Look through the history of the world, and see what
he has done. W hat great invention or discovery was
ever made, but what the orthodox swore was the work
of the Devil?

Now take another look, and see what God has done,
Look at the nations he has destroyed. Look at the
cities he has burned up—tZat ¢s, if the Bible tells the
truth. Look at the wars he has carried on ; look at
his jealousy and revenge. Look how relentless and
unforgiving, even to his own chosen people the Jews.
He could never rest easy, nor sleep well of nights,
until he had destroyed their great capital, the city of
Jerusalem. He declared that he would bring agajnst
his people from afar a fierce nation who would reduce
them to the great extremity of eating their own chil-
dren ; and all for some little, petty, imaginary offense,

‘amounting to nothing more, perhaps, than making a
mouth or crooking afingerathim. Andif Hispreach-
ers are to be believed, he has ndt improved much with-

in the last five thousand years, for ‘many of them
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stontly affirmed that he burned the city of Chicago!
But if he had wanted to show us a good test of his
power, why did he not burn up lake Michigan? It
would have been so easy then to have argued that no- -
‘body but God could burn water. Besides, in burning
up the city he destroyed much of his own property, in
the shape of ‘God-houses. What inducement is there
to dedicate their new temples to him, which they are -
now building ¢ Have they any pledges that he will
not soon destroy them again ¢ He is liable, aceording
to the character drawn of him in the Bible, to fly into .
o passion at any time, and smash things/ '

A being clothed with the power that he has, should.
never let such angry passions rise. It is absolutely dan-
gerous. He does things when those spells come on
him, that would bang you or me higher than Haman ;
yet we are asked by his self-constituted vice-gerents to
fall down and worship him for the same. Now my
worshipful organs won’t work a bit, when I direct
them towards a being who is so full of vengeance to-
wards his children that, for almost every trifiing of-
fense, he will reduce-them to such straits as he declar-
ed he would, in the fourth chapter and twelfth verse
of Ezekiel.

Také down your dusty Bible and read it. I dare
not quote it, for the Bible has been declared an ob-
scene book by our courts, and to quote it without
note or comment has become absolutely dangerous.
At least, 5o thinks George Francis Train, and others
who are pretty good authority. I used to quote the -
Bible, but dare not do it now. I only give you chap- :
ter and verse. No, I cannot worship any being who-
would serve his own dear children such a mean, dirty .
trick, as to force them to use such peculiar shortening -
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in their biscuits and ** flap-iacks™ as he said hie wovld
in Ezekiel iv: 12.

But look at the noble record of the Devil!l Through
his counsel we gained the privilege of a world, while
God ouly gave us the privilege of a garden. His
curse npon man was that he should earn his bread by
the sweat of his brow. This imaginary curse has done
more to make labor unrespected than all things else
combined. The Bible says that God avenged himself
upon Satan by knocking oft his trotters, but how
many legs he lost is not stated, for as to whether he
was a biped or a quadruped is yet an unsettled gues- ~
tion. ’'Tis true his rations were a little rough, as his
bill of fare was dirt for breakfast, dirt for dinner, dirt
for supper, and dirt all the time. But if the Lord
really did do as the Bible says he did, in making Satan
eat dirt, then all I have to say is, that it only acds an-
other to the great number of his dirty tricks/ Bat the
pleasure and happiness derived from the self-con-
sciousness of having performed a great and good act,
more than repaid Satan for all the legs he ever lost.
But said legs must have been restored to him agaic, -
for in after ages we find him going about like a roar-
ing lion, and lions don’t crawl on their bellies, you
- know. . .

But the Devil is nofool. He is a scientific 0ld Cuss-
tomer, full of invention and progress. It was the
Devil that discovered steam you know——at least the or-
thodox people said it was the work of the Devil, and
they know, you know. The art of printing they also
enid was his Devilish work, yet they thought they
would beat him at his own game by seizing hold of .
his great art, and publishing God’s book, the Bible,
and thereby turn his discovery against himself. They
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“eclared also that the Devil invented lightuing rods,
vat they were willing to have them: put upon (heir
meeting-houses to keep God from striking down his
own houses with his own lightning, if he should sver
get in a pet and feel inclined to do so. The Devil, (oo,
invented the telegraph, and now runs it upon general
na'nral principles. Yes, the Devil has almost annihi-
lated time and space by his inventions. When friction
matches were firstinvented orthodox people cried out,
‘“ Behold the work of the Devill Now we shall scon
see every man setting his neighbor’s house and barn in
flames!” And they called them ‘‘Lucifer’s matches,”
- and I believe they are by many so called to this day.
All the great reformers of the world were first sent
out on their missions by the Devil. At least 30 their
orthodox opponents affirmed, and you know they won't
liel. Martin Luther, John Oalvin, John Newton, John
'Knox, John the Baptist, John Wesley, and John Sy-
phers were all pushed out before the world and in-
spired by Satan!! And there was Jesys, the barn,
bridge and house carpénter of Judea, who starved
himself forty days and forly nights to superinduce
mediamship, they declared that he had a Devil, and
cast out Devils by Beelzebub, who was notoriously
known to be the great head boss of all the Devils! But
Jesus, the great Reformer, when he had abandoned
the saw, the square, and the jack-plane, never to take
them up again, looked at the poor fools with pity, and’
said unto them, ““If thelight that is in you be dark-
ness, then oh how great is that darkness!” ‘ Woe
9nio you, scribesund pharisees, (orthodox) hypocrites!
How can you escape the damnation of hell ®” But
the ignorance and religious intolerance of Lis times
made it absolutely dangerous for anv man to make such
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punches as that into the great religious hornet’s nest of
his day, so they went for him on general principles,
and, as they thought were doing God service, by
getting the ‘‘rough-scuffs” and *‘blood-tubs” on his
track, who, backed up and *‘ egged on " by the priests, -
hunted him down., Putting him through the farce of
a mock trial apon a trumped-up indictment, they con-
demned and Kkilled him, shamefully nailing him to &
cross. The punch which he gave into the hornet’s nest
proved his ruin and cost him his life. With him,-
non-resistance was a great virtue. If it had been I, 1
should have spunked up to the Devils, and sold my
life to them as dearly as possible. I would have said
to them, ‘*Look here, my good fellows, you must learn
that with me the first great law of life is self-preserva-
tion. Now stand back, or some of you will get hurt!” _
But so it goes. -Even to-day there is a new spiritual
dispensation flowing in upon the world, bringing with
it the demonstration of man’s immortality, and the
orthodox preachers or rather **soul-roasters,” I should
call them, swear upon their (un)holy altars that it is,
to a dead certainty and without a doubt, the work of
the very DEVIL HIMSELF! ’Tis laughable! Poor
blind bats! It would take a thousand shocks from
the great batteries of eternal damnation which they
preach, to knock off or even to loosen the scales from
their eyes. No, the world will never be able to give
ihe Devil his due. There is too much due him on ithe
old score, and the debt is running up fast, for he is do-,
ing wonders for us in these modern times. Gerald
Massey need not ask any more why God don’t kill the
Devil? He can’t do it. The Devil is the best man of

tha twrn Heo has oot tha ingide traclzin hig oreat rana
wig tWo. e 2as gol ing Insige trackin ls groal race .

with the Lord, and le is able to keep it.
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In fact, we owe him for almost everything that we
have and are—i. ¢., the orthodox say that he is the au-
thor of these things, ané of coutse they wor’tlie. In
consideration, then, of his great services to our race
—for his many inventions and discoveries, I move that
we take steps immcdia'ely towards rearing for him a
monument—an alabaster shaft of fame, whose lofty
heights shall pierce the stormy clouds and lift its tow-
ering head to heaven, bearing in golden capitals this
inscription:

SACRED TO THE MEMORY OF
THE DEVIL,

‘Whose deeds—whose glorious deeds,’
Have rendered his name immortal!

«THE TRUTH SEEKER”
Is an outspoken and fearless advocate of Science, Mor-
als, Frea Thought and General Beform. i

D. M. BENNE'"T Editor and Publisher,
835 Broadway, N. Y.
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The lls We Endure, their Cause and Cure

BY D. M. BENNETT.

Through extreme selfishness, undue greed, unre-
strained avarice, obtuse ignorance, a mistaken theol
ogy, an excessive fondness for show and glitter, and
a love of aristocracy and caste, this poor world of

" ours—and more immediately this fair country—is far

less happy than it ought to be. It should be A HEAV-
EN, and might be, but man has made it almost A
HELL.

T luuubu a misdirected puuoy and a defective S_’y‘S-

“tem of civilization, this land, which should be in

every sense of the word a land of plenty and happi-
ness, i8 with many a land of poverty and want. We
see riches, affluence and splendor on one hand, and
destitution, disease, wretchedness and starvation on
the other,

It is mournful, in this great city of New York, to
whalk around in the aristocratic portions of the me-
tropolis and view the magnificent palaces of the
rich, vs:here all is grandeur and ostentation, where so
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much wealth is lavished for mere display and show.
and then to turn our steps to the haunts—the dwell-
ing places—of the poor, the toilers, the unfortunate
ones of the community, who are forced to crowd into
dingy attics, damp, noisome cellars, into badly-con-
structed and over-crowded tenement houses, often
twenty, thirty and fifty families, even, in one badiy con-
structed building; luxury, plenty and pride on the
one hand, and desolation, discomfort and squalor on
the other. The contrast is striking and even pain-
ful. In a large proportion of cases it is found that

thnge wha wearily tail the grsataat number of hourg
L10S€ W0 wearlyy ol Lo greaidst numoer o1 [ours

in the twenty-four, sustain the greatest deprivations,
" and live on the plainest food. The extremes be-
tween wealth and poverty are probably greater in
this city than in most parts of the country, but the
contrasts are much the same all over the country, As
it is here, it is nearly everywhere.

It is melancholy to realize, that, in this ‘““land of
plenty,” where no individual -should suffer for the
want of food, that starvation absolutely takes place.
There is far too much enforced idleness. Itis not un-
frequently the case in this one city, that there are from _
50,000 to 100,000 persons who cannot find em-
ployment by which to secure the necessaries of life.
It is a crying evil that a man seeking employment
upon whicl the existence of himself and family de-
pends is unable to find it! Our laws protect the rich
man in every dollar of the millions he has ground
out.of the labor of the toiling masses, and it is due to
the poor man as well, that he has equal protection." -
His labor is his capital, and this should be guaranteed
him as really as the rich man with his gold and “his
ill-gntten gains,
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There is a serious defect in the Christian civ-
ilization of our times. It has sadly failed to meet
the wants of the race, and clearly has not brought
happiness and plenty to the masses. A large propor-
tion of the people of this country, of unequaled ad-
vantages are to- day groa.ning under poverty, depriva-
mon, destitution a.nu want. It is not as it should be.
With the productiveness of our soil, with the increas-
ed knowledge that has been acquired in the various
avocations and the varied conditions of life, all ought
to have plenty, all ought to be happy. If the labor

and the wealth were fairly nnnnrhnnpr‘ there wounld

ang e wealiill were lalrly poriioncad, there ot

be none excessively rich; none excessively poor.
8ix hours of labor in twenty-four would be sufficient
to afford a comfortable living for all, and nonc
would need to famish with hunger.

The selfishness of our kind, the faults of our relig-.
ion, and the aristocracies we have to support, are
chargeable with a,great share of the evils under
‘which ‘we groan. If we could exchange seventy-five
-per cent. of the selfishness we cherish in our breasts,
and let a true feeling of humanity, a'love of our race
fill its place ; or, if we could cause our selfishness to
become so enlightened as to show us that the best in-
terests of individuals is most promoted by the well-
being and prosperity of the masses, it would be vast-
1y better for all concerned. ,

In a family of ten children, where the larger pro-
portion are healthy and capable of getting along in tle
world; if a brother or sister from ill-health, imbecility
or want of capacity, evinces an inability to grapple
with the trials and difficulties of life, the kind-heart-

ed brothars and sisters who are more an-fnnnén will
Jeeis TS Wig 8re more ioriana Wil

take an interest in them, will aid them, will heip
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them along, and will divide with them, if necessary.
This is the sentiment that should gctuate all of us.
We are one large family. All humanity are our
brothers and sisters. We should not try to pull each
other down, nor to rise upon others’ misfortunes and
inabilities ; but it should be the duty and the pleasure
of all to make those around them prosperous, con-
tented and happy. Hrcessive selfishness is the bane of
our existence.

.The aristocracies that have .to be sustained are op-
pressive and expensive. First, perhaps, in this coun-
try, comes the aristocracy of wealth. Gold, and the
love of it, rules the country. The capitalist wields
an influence and power not easily computed. One
excessively wealthy man, like & Vanderbilt, a Stewart
a Bcatt is able to control and oppress thousands of
his equally deserving, but less fortunate fellow-beings.
The rule of wealth and capital 8 & most fearful des-
potism which the world would be happy in suppress-
ing. The tendency is for this gigantic evil to increase,
. and it is doing so in geometrical progression. The
rich men to-day are vastly richer than twenty-five and
fifty years ago, while the poor are much poorer, and
vastly more numerous.

If this state of things continues but a very few dec-
ades longer, the rich will become monied lords, com-
paratively few in number, while the millions will be
abject slaves, menials and dependents. This is upon
the supposition that the masses do not inform them-
selve of their rights and take the means of redress
into their own hands. .

The aristocracy of knowledge is not so much to be
dreaded, but still-it exists to a very great extent. The
uumber of educated, well-informed people are in far
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too small a minority, and their power is by no means
inconsiderable. Ignorance still fills the land, and
though a large majority know how to read and write,
the general information that should, like the rays of
light, overspread the land, is, unhappily, fearfully de-
ficient. It is, however, a cheering indication that
knowledge is increasing. With each succeeding gen-
eration it is hoped that some gain in this direction is
made upon the preceding generation. But much
remains yet to be done. The world needs a great
deal more of light, to dispel the mass of existing
ignorance and error. A happy fact in this direction
is, that any person and every person can acquire as
much knowledge as he pleases without impoverishing
another orlessening the grand aggregate.

The aristocracy of the Priesthood is indeed a fearful

ane—an arigtocrany that riles the world hy workine
Ong-—an arisiocrasy 124y ruies a8 wond Dy worzing

upon the fears and the ignorance of its dupes, and the
more dangerous because of its insidious, presumptious,
arregant, and exacting character. It claims a delega-
ted power from a king in heaven, and it has for thou-
sands of years ruled the world with a rod of iron, and
with ﬁre and the sword. Millions of treasure have
been wrung from ignorant and confiding dupes by
this greedy, oppressive aristocracy, and though they
have made pompous claims to morality, they have
doubtless been the greatest curse the earth hasknown,
An eloquent and distinguished teacher in the Liber-
al ranks has given utterance to this sentiment:
“There can be but little liberty on earth while men
worship a tyrant in heaven ;” and he might have
added: and dut little little liberly and independence while
men sustain a licentious, pampered; polluting priesthood/
_ An approximate estimate of the expense of this
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taeological aristocracy can be arrived at when we
take into consideration that in Christendom there
are 600,000 priests that are wholly non-producers and
who live solely upon the labors of others, laying their
exactions upon the toiling masses with a heavy, mer-
ciless hand. In our own country there are sixty
thousand clergymen, and scarcely one in the entire
number do as much as to grow a hill of beans. Their
salaries vary from $500 and $1000 to $10.000 and
$20.000. There are also sixty thousand churches to
be kept up, many of these temples to the unknown
God in the cities of our land, costing from $50,000 to
$500,000 each, and some even more. Many of these
churches are supplied with expensive organs, and

~high-salaried” choirs are employed. The .Christian
religion costs this country $200,000,000 annually and
the question naturally arises, are the returns in pro-
portion to the cost? Truth answers no, No, NO1 It
is definitely settled that the religion alluded to does
not increase morality where it prevails, In no part
of the world is there so much cheating, lying, steal-
ing, robbing, killing, grinding the face of the poor,
trampling upon the helpless and needy, as in Chris-
tian'lands. Christian despots, Christian lords, Chris-
tian millionaires, Christian capitalists, are more op-
pressive, more cruel, more exacting than any others
in the world.

Reader, think for a moment how itis. The sixty
thousand clergymen of this country and their families
are supported in idleness by the laboring classes; for
&ll the rich, all the idle, all the indolent, and all the
aristocrats live and flourish by the muscle and sweat
of the toiling millions. ~ Every drone, every non-pro-
ducer, every one who adds nothing to the wealth and
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products of the world are supported and fed by those
who labor. Supposé every priest, every clergyman
who now feeds upon the best the earth produces, but
without lifting a finger towards producing it, suppose
by the power of public sentiment or other controlling
influence they were themselves compelled to become
producers—if by the labor of their hands they were
made to feed themselves and their families, just think

~ what a burden would be taken off the shoulders of
the weary toilers. If the clerical aristocracy, if the
monied aristocracy, if all these drones and idlers were
forced to feed themselves, to support themselves and
to clothe themselves, what a relief it would be to the
working ‘men and women who not only are now
forced to feed themselves, but all the drones in the
great human hive. If the labor of the world could
be equally apportioned, as we observed, six hours of
toil in the twenty-four would be sufficient to sustain
all in comfort and plenty, and the remaining eight-
cen hours could be passed in recreation, mental im-
provement and rest.

It is fortunate that the remedy for the ills we endure
is mainly in our own hands. What we need is the
intelligence, the humanity, the love of our fellows,
and the unselfishness to co-operate and work for the
general good, instead of personal aggrandizement, and-
excessive wealth. The laboring masses must learn to
co-operate with intelligence and unselfishness. It is
impossible to limit the great good that can be accom-

" plished by it. 'With the ballot, with the muscle, with
the habits of industry, and with the resolution and
perseverance of the working men and women the
greatest results can be produced. The laboring classes
have in their own hands the making of officers and
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and law-makers, and consequently the laws. If they
~ will work together with due intelligence they can
compel the conditions as they please.

If certain laws are desirable to be enacted, we
have the power to elect the men to enact them. If
capitalists are bearing down upon the working poor,
let the laboring class bring their power and influence
to bear, and command the terms. If the owners of

"mills and factories, as at Fall River, are oppressive
and unreasonable, let one hundred and fifty men,
‘more or less, of the operatives work in a united inter-
est putting in $100 apiece, or what they are able to do,
and inaugurate a business, on a moderate scale, if nec-
essary, and be their own masters, An honest and
practical co-operation in cases of this kind can hardly
prove unsuccessful, and will apply to nearly all the
avocations of life—in buying for consumption and in
selling the products of labor. ’

Co-operation is successful in many parts of Europe
and is becoming somewhat so here; and in this direc-
tion lies the remedy for many of the ills endured

. by the working millions. To make it a success a

fraternal . feeling, an enlightened intellect, faithful
honesty and practical effort are the essentials:

Our attention has recently been attracted to a co-
operative movement at Springfield, Vt., known as
*“ The Industrial Works,” that furnishes all its mem-
bers with constunt work at fair wages and a pleasant
home at small cost, and which is meeting with a suc-
cess 80 marked as to attract the attention of many
thinking people. The members of this association
are said to be young péople who are willing to rid
themselves of bad habits, work steadily, dress econom-
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ically, and save a portion of their wages. No others
are taken. N :

The men who join are required to furnish a small
amount of capital, and to save one fourth of their
wages which must be invested in the capital stock of
the company. Women are not required to put in-
capital, but to save one sixth of their wages and to in-
vest it in the business. Those who do not comply
with the requirements of the association are expelled
and those who wish to leave can do so at any tiwe
and can withdraw their capital by giving a few months
notice. The wages paid to each member is fixed by
a board of directors and is apportioned to skiil and
ability.

They have a large dwelling or home, where the
members live and enjoy many privileges and com-
forts not attainable by the poor in the ordinarv
course of life, whether in smpall families or boarding-
houses. All pay a moderate price for board from thei
‘wages. '

They have two new factory buiidings and a good
water privilege and considerable machinery; and are
engaged in the manufacture of toy and house-furnish-
ing goods, for which ready sale is found.

They commenced business a year ago with five
hands, and are now working forty-five. Their sales
for last month were over $3,000. Their pay-roll for

" the month was over $1,200, and the saving of wages
-which was added to the capital of the company was
“more than $300. The average amount saved from
the wages of each man in a year is $150, and of each
woman, $50. Many of the members have saved more
than this amount, but this is all that is required of

- them. The aggregate amount saved by the present
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company will be about $5,000 for the'year. By con
tinuing in this course for a few years, the capital of
the association must become large, and the earning of
each member a respectable and comfortable compe-
tency.

Such a co-operation of industrious, honest and in-
telligent individuals, is certainly practical and may be
very successful. It is a subject upon which we shall
have more to say.

The success which has attended the combined
operations_of the socicties of ‘“Shakers,” and the
““Oneida Community,” establish the fact, that not
only in union is there strength, but that in union and
co-operation is there sociality, pleasure and profit.

There are various ways in which the principle of
co-operation can be applied. If it is not desirable in
all cases to enter into companies in the manner just
indicated, it can at least be carried out in the election
of officers, and in the enactment of desirable laws.
The laboring men of this country may be the rulers
of this country if they choose to be so. They have
only to act in concert and with discretion, to accom-
plish anything they wish. We urge them to an un-
selfish humanitarianism, or in other words, an en-
lightened self-interest. Let the great truth be always
borne in mind, that by promoting the general wel-
fare and happiness, we most effectually promote our own.
Let this principle be acted upon and carried out in
all the affairs of life, and vastly more can be accom-
plished for the happiness and good of the race, than
the Chureh, religion, and all the priests have effected,
for thousands of years.

We would briefly indicate, juét here, the course,
that to us seems feasible for employing the thousands
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who are unable to find émployment t‘hemseives; that
the municipalities, the State, or organized companies
for the purpose, establish a series of manufactories
and industrial establishments, where any person can
find employment, at any time. Let fifty or sevénty-
five per cent of the wages earned from week to week
be paid, the balance to stand for six months to be
then paid, or to be invested in the capital of the-com-
pany for the benefit of the individual. This would
be vastly better than that unemployed thousands
should be left to crowd our cities and indulge in
crime. A reasonable amount of capital invested in
this way, would be vastly better than establishing
soup houses and alms-houses; and an immense saving
would thereby be effected in cost of trials and courts
of justice for the punishment of criminals. Labor,
even, at moderate pay, is a blessing to those wanting
bread. ,

Our prisons should also be made industrial institu
tions, and every person unwilling to work and who
has no visible means of livelihood, should be arrested
and made to work for no remuneration save plain
board. .

In a word, employment, at moderate wages, should
be furnished all who want it, and those who will not
work should be made to. This course would end
most of the tramps, idleness, and crime that now
abound, and the average hours of toil would be less-
ened for all classes. Now the workers have to snp-
port all the idlers, If the idlers were also compelled
to work, the laborers would assuredly have to devote
fewer hours to toil.

The insatiable and insane desire for immense
wealth, which is one of the great evils of our time,
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should be. counteracted by excessive taxation upon
the excessively rich. No man has ever honestly
earned a million dollars, and he really has no right to
it. Wealth is the common property of the world,
and a few individuals have no right to engross it all.
‘We say then, tawx the immensely rich, heavily, and in a
ratio increasing with their wealth. Say on $50,000,
one per cent. ; 100,000, two per cent. ; $500,000 five
per cent. ; $100,000,000 and over, ten per cent., or at all
events, such a rate of taxation as will render excess-
ive wealth undesirable, thus leaving it to flow in the
usual business currents, and attainable in a moderate
degree by the masses. -

Large land-owners should be treated in a similar
way. No man has a natural, or just right to more
land than he can use, and the excess above this quan-
tity should be so heavily taxed-that he would be
glad to part with it and to throw it into the market,
where men of moderate means can obtain it.

The people have these reforms within their power,
if they will but intelligently use the power they pos-
sess,

Among the crying evils of our time, is the spirit of
extravagance and the disposition to contract indebt-
edness. . It begins with the individual farmer, me-.
chanic and merchant; it is fearfully apparent in cor-
porations, cities and municipalities; it is an evil with
which every State is more or less troubled; and finally
our National Government is sadly involved in the
same evil. And so it is with nearly all the gov-
ernments and nations of the world. All are loaded
down with a weight of debt, which, like an incubus,
hangs heavily upon their necks. Generations must
‘pass away before this gigantic evil can be fully re-
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moved; and unless reformatory measures are adopted,
the wrong will be more aggravated. and still more
widely extended. )

This city alone has an onerous debt of $150,000,000
in round numbers, saddled upon it, and our neighbor-
ing city of Brooklyn has nearly $50,000,000 weighing
her down; and in a similar manner nearly every city
and HICO@OT&WLA town in the country has, uuuugu
the criminal operations and mismanagement of local
rings, and designing, intriguing parties, loaded them-
selves heavily with debt.. Many counties and town-
ships, nearly all railroad compaaies and similar cor-

norations ara in the game nradicament. The mania

POTaRLIONE are 1 A8 =SRIne predlesinen Manis

to run in debt has been general, and the evil has be-
come wide-spread.

To pay the interest upon this immense indebted-
ness is a heavy burdea upon the people, even if the
evil can be stayed where it is; and is & burden which
the laboring classes have to carry. The dishonesty
and thieving with which much of this has been ac-
complished, is appalling, and assuredly is enough to
‘shake confidence in humanity to its very center.
When is it to end, and where is the great remedy?
Is there a hope of escape from this burden, or must

_we ever submit to it without relief?

Closely allied with this evil is the still greater one
of dishonesty, fraud, and thieving in public servants,
which has rapidly increased within the last twenty-
five years. Ii pervades all grades and ciasses of offi-
cials, with very few e—ceptions, from city policemen
and ward-officers to the legislators of States and to
Congressmen, Senators, Cabinet officers, and even the
Executive himself, whose salary, like the salaries

af mmantv athan hig offiniala has haan daounhlad
01 many oOuwaer nlsu OiiCiss, &8 wllll GOWISh,
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and who, from a very poor man, has become, in a
few years, a millionaire. Almost every public officer
seeks places of trust to avail himself of the facilities
which the position affords him to plunder and steal
from the public purse, and thereby, instead of serving
the best interests of the public, to increase his own
wealth—his own dishonest gains. To such an extent
has this mammoth grievance been carried, that it has
become almost a dishonor to hold official positions in
the nation. If a man’s name is mentioned who has
filled the office of Indian Agent, Congressman, a Sec-
retaryship, or many other places of public trust, the
question at once presents itself to the mind, hasnot
that man, like all the rest of his compeers, filled his
own pockets from the public treasury? It is the sad-
dest aspect of -modern civilization, that gross dishon- -
esty is greatly on the increase, and that promotion to
office is a most prolific source of Theft, and is the
channel in which it largely fattens at the public ex-
pense.

All this is becoming a grave question; how much
has our system of theology to do with all this corrup-
tion and crime? How much is the faith which teach-
es the believer that he secures a seat in heaven—not
by his own merits and good deeds, but by the right-

" eousness of another individual, responsible for the
code of morals that now rules the land? Is it calcu-
lated to ingugurate and encourage honesty, to teach
people that they can secure the most valuable riches,
the highest degrees of happiness of which the mind
*is capable of conceiving, without any exertions of
their own, but by the labors and sufferings of an-
other2 ’

Is it natural that people should pursue an honest
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course through life, when they are taught from their
mothers’ knees, in the SBunday-school, and at every
church they attend during childhood, youth and ma-
ture age, that however black their crimes however
base their sins, however dishonest or iniquit ous their
conduct may be, that it can all be blotted »ut; that
their record can be made spotless and c¢. n; that
their sins, though as red as scarlet, can be¢ made as
white as wool; that they can be washed in1 e blood
of an innocent lamb and be rendered im: aculate,
pure and spotless; that however great the sc( e of in-
debtedness that may be posted up against the n in the
great ledger, that a kind-hearted individual w 11 settle
it all, if they will simply believe in him—th~ *‘ Jesus
will pay it all”?

There can be no doubt that the sentime¢ its and
morals taught to children and youth, have a great
influence in forming character and in establishing a
rule by which to square the conduct of lifs. It is
undeniable that the religious belief of. a psople has
much to do in controlling their actions and ‘n estab-
lishing their character and habits. Can it he expect-
ed that a nation can ever be honest, moral asd truth-
ful, when they are instructed from infancy, fBat i in_
securing happiness, that in laying up treasures in
heaven, morality and good actions count as mothing;
_that in fact they are often a hindrance to happiness,
and that however great an amount of msoral and
spiritual indebtedness a person may pile up, Jesus
stands ready aud willing to pay the entire sogze.

This system of religion, this plan of salwation, is
well calculated for moral bankrupts and ‘hose who
want to eat well, and dress well, at wmebody
else’s expense and upon the result of ty ‘abors of
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others. This getting to heaven by taking the benefit
of the bankrupt act, inevitably makes moral delin-
quents and dishonest individuals of most of those
who embrace the doctrine.

It is a far better religion, far more moral and more
truthful, to inculcate in the minds of the young, and

people ef all ages, the great moral maxims that our

happiness and peace of mind depend upon our conduct;
that justification, like happiness, cannot be bought
nor borrowed, nor stolen ; that neither the blood of a
lamb nor abelief inany blood, can avail in washing
away the effects of wrong doing ; that every act com-
mitted, whether good or bad, either adds to, or dimin-
ishes our happiness and peace of mind ; that every in-
dividual is responsible for his own conduct; that the
virtues, good deeds and good qualities of one person,
cannot be transmitted to another ; that the effects of a
crime or a wrong action, can no more be removed by
forgiveness, than can the effects of a burn, a broken
limb ora dose of poison; that the beiter way to
avoid the effects of misdeeds, is not to committhem ;
and that the safest plan to secure a competence, or to
ensyre peace of mind and happiness, is to work in-
dustriously, live honestly, and to do wrong to no man.

The gods have little. use for our. services, our de-
votions, our adulations or our praises. They are
go far removed from us, they are 8o uncertain a
quantity that it is not in our power to aid them nor to
injure them. It ¢ within our power to aid or injure
ourselves and our fellow-beings around us. In view
of these impregnable truths, should the actions of
man be governed ?

Common honesty ia far too rare a commodity in
this advanced nineteenth century. The great bulk of
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the community are trying to gain an advantage over
itbeir neighbors, and so far as in their power to get
something for nothing. The actions of men are far
too much influenced ‘by selfish motives, and there is
not regard enough felt for the happiness and welfare
of neighbors, friends and strangets.

If we will do away with all dishonest gods, all
unjust devils, all false systems of theology, and all
blind and erroneous creeds; if we will square our
daily actions by the principles of honor, honesty ant
uprighthness; if we ‘will make it a point to see how
much we can add to the happiness of those around
us; if we will resolve to dispemse with all silly
gew-gaws, all the trappings of vanity; if we will
strive for the beautiful and the useful; if we will
be content with a moderate amount of wealth; if we
will be willing to dispense with luxuries; if we will
at all times realize the truth that our own happiness
is increased by adding to the happiness of others, we
will do very much towards making this’a brighter,
an honester and a happier world, and will need no
blood of a god, nor a son of a god, to make us happy
now, or in the future.

Let us cherish the good qualities of our na.tures and
check and curb those of an opposite character. There
is scarcely a human being—however low and deprav-
ed—but what has many good qualities in his organi-
zation. It should be the duty of this life to cultivate
and increase the good, and root-out. and lessen the

. Opposite. .

" The finest fruits, the choicest grains, the most beau-
tiful flowers, do not grow spontaneously on every
hand, but have to be cultivated with care. The
weeds, the thistles, the nettles, and the poisonous
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plants, have to be uprooted and removed. So it is
with personal qualities and individual characteristics.
Some are less useful and less to be sdmired than oth-
ers. One class needs culture and care, the othex
should be destroyed. 'Let us apply the same tactics
and practices in one field that we do in another, and
we can succeed in making this world about as pleas-
ant and happy as we wish. 'We will not need to wait
till we die before we go to heaven, for we can get up
one here, on our own account, and if there is a con-
tinued existence after this life, we will be far better
prepared for it than by neglecting our own faults and
depending upon the virtues of another.

If every man will make himself honest, we will
soon_ have an honest community. If we will search
diligently and select honest men only, to fill public
offices and to be law-makers; if we will co-operate to-
gether in insisting upon such reforms as our coun-
try requires; if we will firmly resolve to have fewer
officers, and to pay them less exorbitant salaries; if
crime and dishonesty can be more effectually pua-
ished; if we will attach to wealth and its acquisition
no value any farther than that it secures to us the com-
forts of life and the absence of suffering and want; if
we render it impossible for any individual to accu-
mulate, by fraud, dishonesty or otherwise, an undue
portion of wealth, whether in money or land; if we
will make the rich pay the burdens of the govern-
ment, if labor can be provided for all: if none are
suffered to be idle and non-producers; we may have
& country truly flourishing in comfort, prosperity and
hap piness.
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Among the excesses and perversions which have
grown up with modern Christian civilization, is that
connected with the ‘* dispensation of justice.” One
has but to notice the deviousness, the delays, the un-
_certainties and the costliness attending what are called
our ‘‘ Courts of Justice,” to become impressed with
the clumsiness, the tediousness and the dissatisfactori-
ness of the whole system. He almost inevitably
comes to the conclusion, that justice is a misnomer—
that the temples erected in every county of our
land, and ostensibly dedicated to the blind goddess, are
expensive institutions, dedicated rather to the genius
of ¢njustice, which, whether blind or not, seems wo-
fully lacking in honesty and good sense.

To step into one of these temples when the ceremo-
nies are in full operation—say when the docket is be-
ing called, and the case of Brown wersus Jones, and
Smith versus Robinson, and a long calendar of others
are being called, and to see the array ef learned and
talented lawyers, with their green bags and large par-
cels of documents, answering, as certain cases are
reached, some of which have been hanging in court
for months, and sometimes for years ; and to notice
the excuses, the plausible subterfuges, and the inge-
nious artifices that are exercised, on one side or the
other to delay, or stave off a trial ; and to hear the

ovoat A3 i m
great diversity of excuses and arguments that are of-

fered, on the one side or the other, to prevent what
they profess to be pursuing, one is compelled to de-
cide that the august Judge, the troop of attorneys, and
the entire officials of the court, instead of jointly aim-
ing to speedily procure justice for the unfortunate cli-
ents, are using their ingenuity and finesse in trying
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‘“how not to do it.” The uncertainty and intermina-
bleness of the ‘“law’s delay ”’ are proverbial.

It was recently our misfortune to he elected to
serve upon the jury, and while we were waiting to
present to the judge the necessity of owr attending to
our own business, and to ask him to excuse us, we
had time enough to realize how cumbrous, indirect,
tardy and expensive our legal poceedings are.

Legal justice is a luxury that a poor man, or one in
moderate circumstances, cannot indulge in. It is a
privilege attainable only by those. who are fortunate
enough to have plenty of money. Lawyers who have
spent their lives in studying the intricacies of Coke,
Blackstone, and Kent, who are familiar with English
law and our own revised and re-revised statutes—have
become a necessity to our life and civilization,
and they are employed at extravagant fees in the -
sottlement of the thousands of difficulties that arise in
the transfer of property, the operations of commerce,
the transactions of business and in the endless intrica-
cles of life, which could all be settled more speedily,
direct, satisfactory and by a vastly more economical
process.

Reader, have you ever stopped to think what a
great number of lawyers, clerks, constables, sheriffs,
and judges are being retained and munificently sup-
ported, in our complicated social organization for the
settlement of quarrels and ¢ little difficulties,” many
of which if we were more actuated by the spirit of
fraternity and less by selfishness and greed, might

. greatly be avoided ? In the multitudinous contentions

about money and property that are hanging from
month to month, and from year to year in our courts
of ““justice,” and our courts of ‘‘equity,” a great
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portion of them could be amicably settled, or might
never had an existence if a spirit of concession and
unselfishness was cultivated, instead of this constant
disposition to obtain an advantage over every one we
come in contact with. Our excessive desire to “make
money,” and to make it, too, at the expense of others
causes a great amount of trouble and annoyance. If
we could only learn to view our fellow beings around
us and everywhere, as really our brothers and sisters,
that we all belong to the same family, that our hap-
piness is increased and intensified by promoting their
happiness and welfare; if we could only realize that
. the highest type of deity existing in the Universe is
personated in the men and women who constitute the
communities in which we live, and that we are a part
of the same, it would become our desire to promote
the happiness of those around us to the extent of our
ability, and we would learn the great truth, that the
greatest happiness consists in m.k'ng others happy.
As, however, in the struggle for existence and
wealth as existing in our present forms of society,
man is necessarily extremely selfish and contentious,
and as differences will inevitably arise ; let us adopt a
readier and a cheaper mode of settling them.
In the ffrst place, every person should know more
" about the laws of his country and the laws of equity
between man and man, 8o as to obviate the necessity of
8o great a number of non-producing lawyers, who, in
this country annually require many millions of dol-
lars earned by the toil of the laboring masses for
* doing“for us and telling us what each man ought to
know for himself, and which he easily eould know,
if a tithe of the time was devoted in that direction
. that is now occupied in learning and listening to the
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antiquated theologies and mythologies, fictions and
fables that go to make up our systems of religion.
Every man should be an intelligent lawyer, and if
the time that is spent in listening to the dogmas of an
angry God, malicious, insinuating devils, the great
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and all kindred themes, every man might know
enough about our law to draw his own contracts and
deeds, and to attend to nearly all the legal business
necessity requires.

For the settlement of -such difficulties and differ-

ences as cannot otherwise be amicably arranged, let
ARBITRATION be employed. It is much simpler, much
readier, much less expensive and much more con-
ducive to justice and right. If courts of arbi-
tration were established to meet the public neces-
sity, in which the arbiter or judge should preside,
each litigant. choosing an umpire for himself, (except
in cases of evident fraud and collusion, when the
umpite, one or both, should be chosen by the arbiter)
justice would be vastly cheaper than now, enabling
poor men to enjoy its luxuries, requiring far less
time, employing a much smaller number of men, and
not one-fourth part of the * machinery” and compli-
cation of the present mode. Each litigant could
make his own statement, corroborated with such
proof as he could adduce—the witnesses to be ex-
amined by the arbitrators—thus dispensing with the
.immense number of legal gentlemen that now live
upon the ignorance and contentions of mankind, and
allow them -to engage iu more productive employ-
ment. There are near four thousand lawyers in this
city, and other towns and cities are supplied in about
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the same proportion. In the entire country there are
about 150,000.

If the jury system is retained, it would seem advis-
able to reduce the number of jurors, Numbers do
not increase the chances for a correct decision. Forty
would be more objectionable than tweive; and
twelve more than three. Our legal processes greatly
need simplifying and cheapening ; they are far too
intricate and costly.

The favoritism and partislity that is manifested in
our criminal Courts, are most reprehensible. It has
almost passed into a proverb that a rich ty:um, or a
rich man’s son can hardly be convicted of a capital
crime. The cunning of scheming lawyers is brought
into play, and by subterfuge and sharp practice of
various kinds, the guilty, if rich or from an influen-
tial family, is seldom brought to justice ; while for a
poor and friendless man, there is little chance for
escape. This is one of the many ways in which the
corruptions. arising from the accumulation of wealth
is too often manifested and calls for radical reform.
Let the people demand stern and equal justice in all
cases, until favoritism and partiality are expelled
from our Courts, and when a rich man and a poor
man can stand upon a level.

- In connection with the legal profession the ‘medical
fraternity should not be neglected. It must be ad-
mitted. they often serve a very important purpose and
by many are regarded as indispensible. They, too,
are an unproducing class, and if mankind were as
well informed in the laws of health as they should be,
this class could be largely dispensed with. If men
learned less of theology and more of physiology; less
of dogmas and more of the laws of hygiene, the major
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portion of M.D.s could be spared, and the legions of
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empirics, charlatans and pretenders, who now thrive

upon the ignorance and credulity of the masses, could
be driven to pursue honest occupations.

The more the human family becomes conscious of
the important facts that healthy food in due quanti-
ties, pure air, pure water, a plenty of sunshine, with
a proper amount of exercise in the open air are more
conducive to robust health than drugs and medicines
of any kmd and that air, water, sunlight, regimen,
with animal magnetism, are better remedies for dis-
ease, the more and more will drugs go out of use, and
the less wifl physicians be regarded as a necessity, un-
til mineral drugs and poisons will be deemed as worse
than useless. When this day arrivés, when temper-
ance and Nature's true remedies are applied, pallid
faces, broken constitutions, shattered nervous sys-
tems, dyspepsia, consumption, scrofula, syphilis, par-
alysis, softening of the brain and a large class of other
diseases will be far less prevalent than now, and the
natural birth-right of all—sound health-—will be the
rule. Disease is not the natural heritage of earth’s
children; nor is it sent by & wise and inscrutable, kind
or unkind Providence. It has come from the excesses
and wrong practices of man, and these perverted con-
ditions have been greatly aggravated by an undue use
of medicines and -poisons, which, as we said, the race
will ultimately learn to dispense with,

Modern civilization, and its pernicious habits, have
done much towards making mankind effeminate and
‘unhealthy, Diseases and maladies have been increas-
ed and aggravated by indigestible food, rich dishes,
feasting, gluttony, late hours, bibulousness, too free
use of fermented and distilled intoxicants, excessive
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indulgence in sexual pleasures, over-taxing and over-
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caused unnumbered thousands of diseased constitu-
tions and impaired physical and mental powers, and
these have been transmitted from parents to children
and aggravated and intensified—all parties, nearly,
abusing themselves from day to day, and from year
to year, through life, until it is a marvel how the race
possesses so much health as it has to-day.

A large proportion of us have been doing thousands
of things directly calculated to impair our health and
happiness and to shorten our lives. -This is all wrong—
a crime against Nature, a crime against humanity, a
crime against ourselves, a fearful crime against pos-
terity. A reformation must be effected in this direc
tion or humanity will fall short of filling its mission
and of reaching the high point of perfection within
its power. Medication, drugs and poisons are not the
true remedies. Nature provides a far better mode of
treatment and spreads in profusion everywhere the
means for far better conditions. But her laws must
not be violated—it cannot be done with impunity.
Resulis will enevitably follow causes and no man can
change this law. If we violate nature, if we-indulge
habits and practices that oxer-tax our physical pow-
ers and induce a diseased condition, impair our health,
shorten our days, we absolutely commit murder—and
often knowingly—not only upon ourselves; but upon
our unfortunate posterity that are compelled to inher-
it the seeds of disease and -wretchedness we have
planted and hand down to them. This fearful
legacy should no longer be regarded as a gift from an
all-wise and all-kind Father, a dispensation of an
over-ruling Providence, but as the direct effects of
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intemperance in various directions, and in abusing
the powers and functions of our natures.

The world has much to learn in connection with
the subjects here touched upon, and much to gain on
the