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Over a thousand years ago, the far east of Europe was ruled by Jewish kings who presided over numerous tribes, including their own tribe: the Turkic Khazars. After their conversion, the Khazar people used Jewish personal names, spoke and wrote in Hebrew, were circumcised, had synagogues and rabbis, studied the Torah and Talmud, and observed Hanukkah, Pesach, and the Sabbath. The Khazars were an advanced civilization with one of the most tolerant societies of the medieval period. It hosted merchants from all over Asia and Europe. On these pages it is hoped that you may learn more about this fascinating culture. 
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· The Khazar Fortress of Sarkel 
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Judaism was practiced widely among Khazars, as these authentic quotes from medieval chroniclers demonstrate. 
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DESCENDANTS OF THE KHAZARS IN EUROPE 

What happened to the Khazars after the fall of their kingdom? This remains one of the most controversial questions in Khazar studies. Some new answers are beginning to emerge from new discoveries. The first essay summarizes the latest findings and uses these findings to re-evaluate the question. The second essay explains how we know that Eastern European Jews also descend from non-Khazar Jews. The third page gathers available evidence on genetics. The fourth page queries whether Jews who live in the Caucasus today descend from Khazar converts. 
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THE KUZARI AND ITS AUTHOR 

Yehudah ha-Levi was one of the greatest Spanish Jewish poets. He was born circa 1080 in Toledo, Spain, while it was under Islamic rule. He was a prolific writer of both Arabic and Hebrew poetry. From 1120 to 1140, ha-Levi wrote the famous 5-chapter book known as The Kuzari, which bases its storyline upon the Khazars' Judaization. 
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· Crimean Archaeology 

HISTORY OF THE PROTO-BULGARIANS 
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THE JEWS OF KHAZARIA
by Kevin Alan Brook
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THE KUZARI: IN DEFENSE OF THE DESPISED FAITH
translated and annotated by Rabbi N. Daniel Korobkin
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A detailed examination of two 10th-century Khazarian Hebrew documents, the Kievan Letter and the Cambridge Document, in the Russian language. 
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OBRAZY I SYUZHETY MIFOLOGII KHAZARII
by Valentina Ye. Flyorova
Investigation of pagan religious artifacts from Khazaria and what they tell us about the pre-Judaic Khazar calendar and world view. 
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"Of all the astonishing experiences of the widely dispersed Jewish people
none was more extraordinary than that concerning the Khazars."
- Nathan Ausubel, in Pictorial History of the Jewish People (1953) 

"The Khazar people were an unusual phenomenon for Medieval times. Surrounded by savage and nomadic tribes, they had all the advantages of the developed countries: structured government, vast and prosperous trading, and a permanent army. At the time, when great fanatism and deep ignorance contested their dominion over Western Europe, the Khazar state was famous for its justice and tolerance. People persecuted for their faiths flocked into Khazaria from everywhere. As a glistening star it shone brightly on the gloomy horizon of Europe, and faded away without leaving any traces of existence."
- V. V. Grigoriev (1835; from the 1876 book Rossii i Aziya, in the essay "O dvoystvennosti verkhovnoy vlasti u khazarov", on page 66) 

"Though the Jews were everywhere a subject people, and in much of the world persecuted as well, Khazaria was the one place in the medieval world where the Jews actually were their own masters.... To the oppressed Jews of the world, the Khazars were a source of pride and hope, for their existence seemed to prove that God had not completely abandoned His people."
- Raymond Scheindlin, in The Chronicles of the Jewish People (1996) 
The history of Khazaria presents us with a fascinating example of how Jewish life flourished in the Middle Ages. In a time when Jews were persecuted thruout Christian Europe, the kingdom of Khazaria was a beacon of hope. Jews were able to flourish in Khazaria because of the tolerance of the Khazar rulers, who invited Byzantine and Persian Jewish refugees to settle in their country. Due to the influence of these refugees, the Khazars found the Jewish religion to be appealing and adopted Judaism in large numbers. 

Most of the available information about the Khazars comes from Arabic, Hebrew, Armenian, Byzantine, and Slavic sources, most of which are reliable. There is also a large quantity of archaeological evidence concerning the Khazars which illuminates multiple aspects of the Khazarian economy (arts and crafts, trade, agriculture, fishing, etc.) as well as burial practices. 

Origins. The Khazars were a Turkic1 people who originated in Central Asia. The early Turkic tribes were quite diverse, although it is believed that reddish hair was predominant among them prior to the Mongol conquests. In the beginning, the Khazars believed in Tengri shamanism, spoke a Turkic language, and were nomadic. Later, the Khazars adopted Judaism, Islam, and Christianity, learned Hebrew and Slavic, and became settled in cities and towns thruout the north Caucasus and Ukraine. The Khazars had a great history of ethnic independence extending approximately 800 years from the 5th to the 13th century. 

The earliest history of the Khazars in southern Russia, prior to the middle of the 6th century, is hidden in obscurity. From about 550 to 630, the Khazars were part of the Western Turkish Empire, ruled by the Celestial Blue Turks (Kök Turks). When the Western Turkish Empire was broken up as a result of civil wars in the middle of the 7th century, the Khazars successfully asserted their independence. Yet, the Kök kaganate under which they had lived provided the Khazars with their system of government. For example, the Khazars followed the same guidelines as the Kök Turks regarding the succession of kings. 

Political power. At its maximum extent, the independent country of Khazaria included the geographic regions of southern Russia, northern Caucasus, eastern Ukraine, Crimea, western Kazakstan, and northwestern Uzbekistan. Other Turkic groups such as the Sabirs and Bulgars came under Khazar jurisdiction during the 7th century. The Khazars forced some of the Bulgars (led by Asparukh) to move to modern-day Bulgaria, while other Bulgars fled to the upper Volga River region where the independent state of Volga Bulgharia was founded. The Khazars had their greatest power over other tribes in the 9th century, controlling eastern Slavs, Magyars, Pechenegs, Burtas, North Caucasian Huns, and other tribes and demanding tribute from them. Because of their jurisdiction over the area, the Caspian Sea was named the "Khazar Sea", and even today the Azeri, Turkish, Persian, and Arabic languages designate the Caspian by this term (in Turkish, "Hazar Denizi"; in Arabic, "Bahr-ul-Khazar"; in Persian, "Daryaye Khazar"). 

In addition to their role in indirectly bringing about the creation of the modern Balkan nation of Bulgaria, the Khazars played an even more significant role in European affairs. By acting as a buffer state between the Islamic world and the Christian world, Khazaria prevented Islam from significantly spreading north of the Caucasus Mountains. This was accomplished thru a series of wars known as the Arab-Khazar Wars, which took place in the late 7th and early 8th centuries. The wars established the Caucasus and the city of Derbent as the boundary between the Khazars and the Arabs. 


Cities. The first Khazar capital was Balanjar, which is identified with the archaeological site Verkhneye Chir-Yurt. During the 720s, the Khazars transferred their capital to Samandar, a coastal town in the north Caucasus noted for its beautiful gardens and vineyards. In 750, the capital was moved to the city of Itil (Atil) on the edge of the Volga River. In fact, the name "Itil" also designated the Volga River in the medieval age. Itil would remain the Khazar capital for at least another 200 years. Itil, the administrative center of the Khazar kingdom, was located adjacent to Khazaran, a major trading center. In the early 10th century, Khazaran-Itil's population was composed mostly of Muslims and Jews, but a few Christians lived there also. The capital city had many mosques. The king's palace was located on an island nearby, which was surrounded by a brick wall. The Khazars stayed in their capital during the winter, but they lived in the surrounding steppe in the spring and summer to cultivate their crops. 

The great capital city of modern Ukraine, Kiev, was founded by Khazars or Hungarians. Kiev is a Turkic place name (Küi = riverbank + ev = settlement). A community of Jewish Khazars lived in Kiev. Other towns of the Khazars, which also had important Jewish communities, included Cherson, Kerch, Feodosia, Tmutorokan (Phanagoria), Olbia, and Sarkel. The local governors of these cities and districts were usually Jewish. A major brick fortress was built in 834 in Sarkel, along the Don River. It was a cooperative Byzantine-Khazar venture, and Petronas Kamateros, a Greek, served as chief engineer during the construction. 

Civilization and trade. The staple foods for the Khazars were rice and fish. Barley, wheat, melons, hemp, and cucumbers were also harvested in Khazaria. There were many orchards and fertile regions around the Volga River, which the Khazars depended upon due to the infrequency of rain. The Khazars hunted foxes, rabbits, and beavers to supply the large demand for furs. 

Khazaria was an important trade route connecting Asia and Europe. For example, the "Silk Road" was an important link between China, Central Asia, and Europe. Among the things traded along the Khazar trade routes were silks, furs, candlewax, honey, jewelry, silverware, coins, and spices. Jewish Radhanite traders of Persia passed thru Itil on their way to western Europe, China, and other locations. The Iranian Sogdians also made use of the Silk Road trade, and their language and runic letters became popular among the Turks. Khazars traded with the people of Khwarizm (northwest Uzbekistan) and Volga Bulgharia and also with port cities in Azerbaijan and Persia. 

The Khazars' dual-monarchy was a Turkic system under which the kagan was the supreme king and the bek was the civilian army leader. The kagans were part of the Turkic Asena ruling family that had provided kagans for other Central Asian nations in the early medieval period. The Khazar kagans had relations with the rulers of the Byzantines, Abkhazians, Hungarians, and Armenians. To some extent, the Khazarian kings influenced the religion of the Khazar people, but they tolerated those who had different religions than their own, so that even when these kings adopted Judaism they still let Greek Christians, pagan Slavs, and Muslim Iranians live in their domains. In the capital city, the Khazars established a supreme court composed of 7 members, and every religion was represented on this judicial panel (according to one contemporary Arab chronicle, the Khazars were judged according to the Torah, while the other tribes were judged according to other laws). 

Ancient communities of Jews existed in the Crimean Peninsula, a fact proven by much archaeological evidence. It is significant that the Crimea came under the control of the Khazars. The Crimean Jewish communities were later supplemented by refugee Jews fleeing the Mazdaq rebellion in Persia, the persecutions of Byzantine emperors Leo III and Romanus I Lecapenus, and for a variety of other reasons. Jews came to Khazaria from modern-day Uzbekistan, Armenia, Hungary, Syria, Turkey, Iraq, and many other places, as documented by al-Masudi, the Schechter Letter, Saadiah Gaon, and other accounts. The Arabic writer Dimashqi wrote that these refugee Jews offered their religion to the Khazar Turks and that the Khazars "found it better than their own and accepted it". The Jewish Radhanite traders may have also influenced the conversion. Adopting Judaism was perhaps also a symbol of political independence for Khazaria, holding the balance of power between Muslim Caliphate and the Christian Byzantine Empire. 

Under the leadership of kings Bulan and Obadiah, the standard rabbinical form of the Jewish religion spread among the Khazars. Saint Cyril came to Khazaria in 860 in a Byzantine attempt to convert the Khazars to Christianity, but he was unsuccessful, because by that time the Khazars had already adopted a basic level of Judaism. He did, however, convince many of the Slavs to adopt Christianity. King Bulan adopted Judaism in 861, after holding a debate between representatives of the Jewish, Christian, and Muslim faiths. The Khazar nobility and many of the common people also became Jews. King Obadiah later established synagogues and Jewish schools in Khazaria. Mishnah, Talmud, and Torah thus became important to Khazars. By the 10th century, the Khazars wrote using Hebrew-Aramaic letters. The major Khazar Jewish documents from that period are in Hebrew. The Ukrainian professor Omeljan Pritsak estimated that there were as many as 30,000 Jews in Khazaria by the 10th century. In 2002, the Swedish numismatist Gert Rispling discovered a Khazar Jewish coin. 


In general, the Khazars may be described as a productive and tolerant people, in contact with much of the rest of the world and providing goods and services at home and abroad. Many artifacts from the Khazars, exhibiting their artistic and industrial talents, have survived to the present day. 

Decline and fall. During the 10th century, the East Slavs were united under Scandinavian overlordship. A new nation, Kievan Rus, was formed by Prince Oleg. Just as the Khazars had left their mark on other peoples, so too did they influence the Rus. The Rus and the Hungarians both adopted the dual-kingship system of the Khazars. The Rus princes even borrowed the title kagan. Archaeologists recovered a variety of Khazar or Khazar-style objects (including clothing and pottery) from Viking gravesites in Chernigov, Gnezdovo, Kiev, and even Birka (Sweden). The residents of Kievan Rus patterned their legal procedures after the Khazars. In addition, some Khazar words became part of the old East Slavic language: for example, bogatyr ("brave knight") apparently derives from the Khazar word baghatur. 

The Rus inherited most of the former Khazar lands in the late 10th century and early 11th century. One of the most devastating defeats came in 965, when Rus Prince Svyatoslav conquered the Khazar fortress of Sarkel. It is believed that he conquered Itil two years later, after which he campaigned in the Balkans. Despite the loss of their nation, the Khazar people did not disappear. Some of them migrated westward into Hungary, Romania, and Poland, mixing with other Jewish communities. 

Notes.
         1. Many medieval writers attested to the Khazars' Turkic origins including Theophanes, al-Masudi, Rabbi Yehudah ben Barzillai, Martinus Oppaviensis, and the anonymous authors of the Georgian Chronicle and Chinese chronicle T'ang-shu. The Arabic writer al-Masudi in Kitab at-Tanbih wrote: "...the Khazars... are a tribe of the Turks." (cited in Peter Golden, Khazar Studies, pp. 57-58). T'ang-shu reads: "K'o-sa [Khazars]... belong to the stock of the Turks." (cited in Peter Golden, Khazar Studies, p. 58). In his Chronographia, Theophanes wrote: "During his [Byzantine emperor Heraclius] stay there [in Lazica], he invited the eastern Turks, who are called Chazars, to become his allies." (cited in Theophanes, The Chronicle of Theophanes Confessor, translated by Cyril Mango and Roger Scott, 1997, p. 446). The claim that the Khazars were Scythians is completely without merit. 

Suggestions for further research. Here are some useful published introductory materials on the Khazars. Some are available from retail bookstores, while others are only available through libraries. 

"The Jews of Khazaria" by Kevin Alan Brook (1999). 360 pages. 11 chapters, plus glossary, timeline, bibliography, maps, notes. For more information about this title, including the table of contents, click here. 

"Khazarian Hebrew Documents of the Tenth Century" by Norman Golb and Omeljan Pritsak (1982). Russian translation: "Khazarsko-evreiskie dokumenty X veka" by Golb and Pritsak, with new section by Vladimir Ia. Petrukhin (1997). 

"The History of the Jewish Khazars" by Douglas M. Dunlop (1954, 1967) 

"The Thirteenth Tribe: The Khazar Empire and Its Heritage" by Arthur Koestler (1976) 

"Khazar Studies: An Historico-Philological Inquiry into the Origins of the Khazars" by Peter B. Golden (1980) 

Journal article "Khazaria and Judaism" by Peter B. Golden, in Archivum Eurasiae Medii Aevi, volume 3, 1983, pages 128 to 156. 

"The Kuzari: In Defense of the Despised Faith" by Yehudah HaLevi, translated by N. Daniel Korobkin (1998) 

"The Emergence of Rus 750-1200" by Jonathan Shepard and Simon Franklin 

"A History of Russia, Central Asia, and Mongolia - Volume 1: Inner Eurasia from Prehistory to the Mongol Empire" by David Christian 



Current Issues in Khazar Studies

Last Updated: August 24, 2002

With new discoveries and interpretations annually, the field of Khazar studies is a very dynamic one, full of controversy and intrigue. Here are some of the major issues that many scholars around the world are attempting to resolve at the present time. 

	1. What was the extent of Judaism in the Khazar Empire? 

Khazar utensils from the Don River valley revealed the inscription "Israel" engraved several times in Hebrew lettering, as allegedly reported by Gennadii Afanasyev at the international conference on the Khazars in Jerusalem in May 1999. The reconstruction of the utensils was reported by international media outlets such as Le Monde, La Nación, and the Jerusalem Report but was not subsequently verified. 

Further, according to professors Bozena Werbart and Jonathan Shepard, the Tengri "sun-amulets" disappeared after the 830s from Khazarian graves, as did other shamanistic possessions, indicating a dramatic shift in religion. 

There is also the opinion, most recently supported by Vladimir Petrukhin in his essay in Pletnyova's "Ocherki Khazarskoy Arkheologii" (1999), that the Chelarevo gravesite in present-day northern Serbia, with its broken bricks possessing images of the menorah, shofar, and Star of David, contains the bones of Judaized Khazarians. 

These discoveries may turn out to be just as important as the Kievan Letter in terms of proving beyond all reasonable doubt that the Khazars converted to Judaism in large numbers.


	2. When did the Khazars convert to Judaism: 8th or 9th century? 

This is a highly controversial question, based upon contradictory information from various primary sources. The earliest possible date is Yehuda HaLevi's estimate of 740. Abd-al-Jabbar al-Hamdani and other Middle Eastern writers claim the conversion happened during the reign of the Abbasids. Al-Masudi would have us believe that the conversion took place sometime between 786 and 809. 

But according to Constantine Zuckerman of the Collège de France (Paris), the Khazars' conversion to Judaism probably took place in the 9th century rather than in the 8th century. This argument has also been taken up by Jonathan Shepard and Kevin Brook, who state that the first record of Khazarian Judaism dates only to about the year 864, and that the Byzantine missionaries Cyril and Methodius upon their arrival in Khazaria in 860 approached and debated with a people whom had not yet adopted full Judaism. It used to be argued that the Khazars could not have sincerely adopted Judaism if they still had good relations with the Christian Byzantines even in the late 8th century. But historical analysis cancels this argument by showing that the decline in the Byzantine-Khazar relationship is tied directly to the time of the Khazar conversion to Judaism, and may be dated as occurring sometime during or after the 830s. 


	3. Did Khazarian coinage exist? 

According to Omeljan Pritsak of Harvard University, the Khazars minted their own silver coins, called yarmaqs in Turkic and dirhams in Arabic, and their currency was based on international medieval standards governing weights and measures. See his "The Origins of the Old Rus' Weights and Monetary Systems: Two Studies in Western Eurasian Metrology and Numismatics in the Seventh to Eleventh Centuries" (1998), which has been reviewed by Thomas Noonan and Stephen Album. Another new book is "Coins of the Khazar Empire" (2000) by Glen Shake. These authors support the notion that certain Arabic-lettered coins can be attributed to Khazar mints. Some numismatists, including Gert Rispling, believe that the "Ard al-Khair" coins, from the years 837-838, actually read "Ard al-Khazar" (Land of the Khazars). This contention may be supported by the discovery of a related coin (with a ficticious mintmark of "Madinat as-Salam 779-780", but actually dating from between about 830-840) which bears the inscription "Moses is the messenger of God", a Jewish version of the typical Islamic phrase "Muhammad is the messenger of God". 


	4. What was the nature of the Khazarian economy: nomadic or well-developed? 

According to Thomas Noonan of the University of Minnesota, in his article "The Khazar Economy" [Archivum Eurasiae Medii Aevi 9 (1995-1997): 253-318], the Khazar civilization is rich in material remains, and contributed to the medieval world economy. Excavators continue to find artwork, pottery, and other artifacts produced by the Khazars. This evidence appears to contradict the opinions of Ananiasz Zajaczkowski, Douglas Dunlop, Francis Dvornik, and others that the Khazars were merely middlemen and not producers of quality goods. 


	5. Where is the site of Atil, the capital of Khazaria? 

For many decades, archaeologists have been trying to find the Khazar capital, Atil, also known as Itil. Some archaeologists (Lev Gumilev, Hoichi Hirokawa, and others) proposed that Atil (including its walls) was underwater. On the other hand, Atil might very well still be under land. The Russian archaeologist Emma Zivilinskaya, who works with Gennadii Afanasyev, is exploring a site near the city of Samosdelka, 60 kilometers to the southwest of Astrakhan, in the Volga delta. There is the possibility that this site is Atil. The Russian archaeologist Yevgenia Schneidstein has also proposed that a hill in Samosdelka, where red brick has been found, is Atil. The quest for Atil will hopefully yield solid results in the future.




	Current English books about the Khazars
	


THE JEWS OF KHAZARIA
by Kevin A. Brook
	


THE KUZARI
by Yehuda HaLevi




The Khazars 

A European Experiment in Jewish Statecraft 

By: Kevin   Brook 

A thousand years before the establishment of the Modern State of Israel, there existed a Jewish kingdom in the eastern fringes of Europe, astride the Don and Volga rivers, presided over by two Jewish monarchs and inhabited by a mixed population that included many Jews.

A thousand years before the establishment of the Modern State of Israel, there existed a Jewish kingdom in the eastern fringes of Europe, astride the Don and Volga rivers, presided over by two Jewish monarchs and inhabited by a mixed population that included many Jews. Their kings had names like Yosef and Aharon and one of their generals was named Pesach after the Jewish holiday that was celebrated around his birth. This kingdom, called Khazaria, was one of the most interesting and influential countries of the medieval world, wielding great power over economic and diplomatic affairs. Its influence was so great that a 10th-century emperor of the Byzantines, Constantine Porphyrogenitus, sent correspondence to the Khazars marked with a gold seal worth 3 solidi - more than the 2 solidi that always accompanied letters to the Pope of Rome, the Prince of the Rus, and the Prince of the Hungarians. Its power was so great that it had the ability to finance a permanent paid army. Khazaria was "the most significant attempt at the establishment of an independent Jewish state in the Diaspora", according to former Israeli President Itzhak Ben-Zvi in his book The Exiled and the Redeemed. 

The Khazars played a major role in principal wars in the Caucasus region. First, in the early 7th century, they joined with Turks and Byzantines to defeat the Persian state. Then, in the 7th and 8th centuries, they defended the southeastern frontier of Europe from invasion by the Arabs, indirectly allowing Christianity to survive in Byzantium and subsequently thrive in Ukraine. As one of the principal authorities on the Khazars, Professor Peter Golden of Rutgers University, wrote in his book Khazar Studies: "Every schoolchild in the West has been told that if not for Charles Martel and the battle of Poitiers there might be a mosque where Notre Dame now stands. What few schoolchildren are aware of is that if not for the Khazars... Eastern Europe might well have become a province of Islam." The subsequent peaceful period in the eastern European steppes has been named the "pax khazarica" since it was the Khazars who enabled various tribes, like Slavs, to expand their settlements and engage in productive activities, free from the threat of warfare and strife.

The remarkable country of the Khazars first entered the Jewish orbit when it allowed Jews to settle in their land free from persecution. Jewish refugees from Byzantium, Persia, Mesopotamia, and elsewhere flooded into the Khazar realm from the 8th through the 10th centuries, bringing with them Hebrew literacy, a love for Israel, the Jewish religion, and technological skill. The Cambridge Document, translated by Norman Golb in his co-authored book Khazarian Hebrew Documents of the Tenth Century, stated that immigrant Armenian Jews "intermarried with the inhabitants of the land, intermingled with the gentiles, learned their practices, and would continually go out with them to war; [and] they [Mideastern Jews and Khazarians] became one people...." 

Remarkably, the Khazars, a people of Turkic origin, converted to the Jewish religion sometime in the 9th century, beginning with the royal house and spreading gradually among the general populace. Judaism is now known to have been more widespread among the Khazar inhabitants of the Khazar kingdom than was previously thought. In 1999, Russian archaeologists announced that they had successfully reconstructed a Khazarian vessel from the Don River region, revealing 4 inscriptions of the word "Israel" in Hebrew lettering. It is now the accepted opinion among most scholars in the field that the conversion of the Khazars to Judaism was widespread, and not limited merely to the royal house and nobility. Ibn al-Faqih, in fact, wrote "All of the Khazars are Jews." Christian of Stavelot wrote in 864 that "all of them profess the Jewish faith in its entirety." A Persian work, Denkart, represented Judaism as the principal religion of the Khazars. How sincere was their Judaism? Abd al-Jabbar ibn Muhammad al-Hamdani, writing in the early 11th century, pointed out that "they took upon themselves the difficult obligations enjoined by the law of the Torah, such as circumcision, the ritual ablutions, washing after a discharge of the semen, the prohibition of work on the Sabbath and during the feasts, the prohibition of eating the flesh of forbidden animals according to this religion, and so on." (translation by Shlomo Pines) The common writing system among the Khazars was Hebrew script, according to Muhammad ibn Ishaq an-Nadim, writing in 987 or 988. A large portion of those Khazars who later adopted a script related to the Cyrillic of the Rus were Jews, according to Tárikh-i Fakhr ad-Din Mubarak Shah, a Persian work composed in 1206. 

In the early 10th century, the Khazarian Jews of Kiev wrote a Hebrew-language letter of recommendation on behalf of one of the members of their community, whose name was Yaakov bar Hanukkah. The letter is known as the Kievan Letter and was discovered in 1962 by Norman Golb of the University of Chicago. The names of the Kievan Jews are of Turkic, Slavic, and Hebrew origins, such as Hanukkah, Yehudah, Gostata, and Kiabar. Scholars disagree as to whether these Jews were Israelites who had merely adopted local names, or whether their local names were a sign of their Turkic Khazarian origin. But we do know that there was an entire district in Kievan Podol named after the Khazars, called "Kozare", which points to the residency of Turkic Khazars in Kiev. The Khazars apparently played an important role in the economic vitality of the city, importing caviar, fish, and salt into Kiev. The Khazars also traded in silverware, wine, coins, glassware, and other useful goods throughout Europe and Asia, reaching as far northwest as Sweden and as far southeast as what is now Uzbekistan. There is no doubt that Khazaria exhibited a high level of civilization and that Jews contributed to its success. 

In the capital city, the Khazars established a supreme court composed of 7 members, and every major religion (Christianity, Islam, Judaism, and Slavic paganism) was represented on this judicial panel. The Khazars thus sponsored religious tolerance in a time when surrounding countries persecuted those who refused to follow the faith of the rulers. 

The story of the Khazars came to the attention of a famous Spanish Jewish diplomat and physician named Hasdai ibn Shaprut. He was amazed and inspired by what he learned about this people. Upon learning from Byzantine messengers that Khazaria was ruled by a king named Yosef and that they are a powerful military and commercial center, Hasdai ibn Shaprut wrote "...I was filled with power, my hands became strong, and my hope gained courage." Seeking contact with Yosef, Hasdai had his literary secretary pen a special letter to be delivered to the Khazar king himself. Towards the end of Hasdai's letter, he remarked: "We live in the Diaspora and there is no power in our hands. They say to us every day, 'Every nation has a kingdom, but you have no memory of such in all the land.' But when we heard about our master the King, the might of his monarchy, and his mighty army, we were amazed. We lifted our heads, our spirits returned, our hands were strengthened, and my master's kingdom was our response in defense. Were it that this news would gain added strength, for through it we will be elevated further." (translation by Rabbi N. Daniel Korobkin in the 1998 edition of The Kuzari) As Raymond Scheindlin remarked in his book The Chronicles of the Jewish People: "To the oppressed Jews of the world, the Khazars were a source of pride and hope, for their existence seemed to prove that God had not completely abandoned His people." 

Hasdai's letter, and Yosef's reply to it, were preserved due in large part to the work of the scholar Yitzhak Aqrish (1489-1578?), a Spanish Jew who later lived in Egypt. Aqrish discovered copies of the Hasdai and Yosef letters in Cairo. In 1577 he published these letters in Constantinople in a Hebrew pamplet called Kol Mebasser ("Voice of the Messenger of Good News"). Aqrish's publication of these valuable letters was designed to raise the spirits of oppressed Jews around the world. 

But Hasdai wrote to Yosef just before events began to unfold that ultimately crushed the Khazar kingdom. The Pechenegs, Rus, Oghuz, and Byzantines descended upon the kingdom from the 960s to the 1010s and overwhelmed them. After the fall of Khazaria references to the Judaized Turkic Khazars become much more sparse. But even after the final fall of Khazaria in the 11th century, there remained many Khazars who remained Jews. Abraham Ibn Daud, writing Sefer ha-Qabbalah in the year 1161, said that he met Khazar students in person while in Toledo, Spain and that they were rabbinical Jews. 

The ultimate fate of the Khazars is still somewhat of a mystery, even though some clues point to their continuance among various Jewish, Muslim, and Christian communities. Some have speculated that the Mountain Jews of the eastern Caucasus are descended in part from the Khazars. Various Turkic groups living in the North Caucasus today may be descended from Khazars who adopted Islam. Abba Eban, Israel's foreign minister from 1966 to 1974, argued in his 1968 book My People that it is likely that "...Khazar progeny reached the various Slavic lands where they helped to build the great Jewish centers of Eastern Europe." 

Serious scholarship into the Khazars only began in the 19th century, and throughout the 20th century many important discoveries were made. In modern Israel, there is considerable interest in the grand history of the Khazar Jewish people. Several Israeli novels include Khazarian themes and characters. In 1997 the Israeli journalist Ehud Ya'ari broadcast a fascinating 3-part documentary on the Khazars entitled Memlekhet ha-Kuzarim. Israeli media such as The Jerusalem Report and The Jerusalem Post have covered Khazarian history from time to time. In 1999 the first international Khazar Symposium was held in Jerusalem, bringing together many of the brightest scholars in modern Khazar studies from Russia, the United States, and Israel. 

For more information about the history of the Jewish Khazars, visit Khazaria.com or read the book The Jews of Khazaria by Kevin Alan Brook.

Khazaria (586-1083 AD)
DBA 93
The following essay is based on Dennis A. Leventhal's article, "Suggested Modifications to an MW Army List: The Khazars," which appears in SAGA, No. 73 (Feb. 2000), pp. 31-35, and is reproduced in large part here with the author's permission.
Khazaria served as the western anchor of the northern Silk Road for several centuries, specifically 7th through 10th, as well as a major buffer state between the Christian and Islamic worlds. However, by a combination of both accident and design, knowledge of this early medieval empire was lost to the world until very recently. The famous and comprehensive Victorian "Wall Chart of World History," originally published in 1890 and now housed in the Library of the British Museum in London, does not even mention the Khazars. And yet, Arab records note that in the 9th Century the Caliph in Baghdad set up a throne room with four thrones representing the four major imperial figures of the world at that time, i.e., (1) himself as leader of the Islamic Empire, (2) Charlemagne of Western Christendom, (3) the Emperor of China, and (4) the Qaghan of the Khazars. The Byzantine Emperor was not considered worthy of inclusion!

Initially a confederation of Turkic tribes with the good fortune to be situated along the Silk Road, the Khazars evolved from their closed nomadic society into a pluralistic, urban and agrarian society as they absorbed Jews escaping Byzantine and Arab persecution, other non-Muslims fleeing the Arab Conquest, Arabs from the east, Slavs from the north, and other nomadic tribes. As the country prospered, others came to expand their trading networks, and to seek new manufacturing and agricultural opportunities. Khazaria was ruled (at least symbolicly) by the Khagan (also Kagan or Gaghan) who hailed from a "royal" Khazarian lineage. Actual power was wielded by the Beg (or Bek), who was the senior general and statesman of the empire, chosen by proven success on the battlefield to serve as the supreme leader of the standing regular army, and who also managed all diplomatic relations, as well as internal governmental administration. An analogy can be made to medieval Japan and the respective roles of the Emperor and the Shogun. Power was also wielded in varying degrees by the various tribal chieftains.

Only very recent exploration and research has brought to light the unique nature and full extent of Khazarian civilization. A surprisingly tolerant and pluralistic society, even its army incorporated relatively harmoniously Jews, Christians, Muslims and Pagans at a time when religious warfare was the order of the day around the Mediterranean and in Western Europe. By welcoming educated and worldly Jews from both Christian Europe and the Islamic Middle East (even to the point where these proto-Turks converted to Judaism in the 8th century), the Khazars rapidly absorbed many of the arts and technologies of civilization. 

As a direct result of this cultural infusion, they became one of the very few Asian steppe tribal societies that successfully made the transition from nomad to urbanite. Settling in their newly created towns and cities between the Caspian Sea and the Crimean Peninsula on the Black Sea, they became literate and multi-lingual agriculturalists, manufacturers and international traders. (See Kevin A. Brook, The Jews of Khazaria, Northvale, New Jersey: Jason Aronson Inc., 1999, pages 82-86, 99-107; and Samuel Kurinsky, The Glassmakers: An Odyssey of the Jews, New York: Hippocrene Books, 1991, pages 321-352.) Even the great city of Kiev is now thought by many scholars to have been founded by the Khazars under its earlier name of Sambata (Brook, p. 35). They also rapidly evolved a relatively sophisticated military establishment (compared to other "hordes" such as the Ghuzz, Pechenegs, Bulgars, etc.).
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Their first military appearance in recorded history of any significance occurred in 627 C.E., when 40,000 Khazar horsemen, under a formal military alliance with the Byzantine Emperor Heraclius, joined a campaign against Sassanian Persia. (See A. Koestler, The Thirteenth Tribe: The Khazar Empire and Its Heritage, New York: Random House, 1976, page 25.) Greatly weakened by this war with Byzantium and its allies, the Sassanids rapidly succumbed to the subsequent onslaught of Islamic Arabs, which allowed the Khazars to seize lands in the Transcaucacus region.

As an indicator of Khazarian military capabilities, they are noted as having utilized artillery, such as catapults and ballistae, as early as the Arab-Khazar wars in the 7th century. (See Koestler, page 27.) Later in their history, in the early 9th century, the Khazars employed Byzantine engineers to build a major brick fortress on the lower Don River, at a site that became known as Sarkel (a Turkish word meaning "White Fortress"). Architecturally, Sarkel was a combination of Turko-Iranian and Byzantine technological characteristics. (See Brook, pages 38-39, and "The Khazarian Fortress of Sarkel" on-line at The Khazaria Info Center.

The advance of the Arab Conquest forced the Khazars to abandon Derbent (661), but around 685 the Khazars counterattacked south of the Caucacus, seizing large portions of Georgia, Armenia and Azerbaijan. Armenia became the principal battleground between the two empires in the 720s, with the tide gradually shifting back toward the Arabs. In 737 AD, the Arabs defeated the Khazars and drove them north of the Caucacus. An Arab army then sacked the Khazarian capital at Itil before withdrawing south of the Caucacus, effectively establishing that mountain range as their boundary.

Although losing ground, Khazaria by its determined resistance effectively stopped the new Islamic Empire from flanking Christendom in the east at a time when Europe was in disarray. In fact, Khazaria "was the only credible rival to the caliphate in the Near East during the seventh and eighth centuries" (Mark Whittow, The Making of Byzantium, 600-1025, Berkeley: University of California Press, 1996, page 225). 

Thwarted in the south, the Khazars turned their attention to the west, extending their domain from the Caspian Sea and the lower Volga in the east to the north shore of the Black Sea as far as the Dneiper River in the west. They extracted tributes from the Alans, the Magyars, the Goths, the Greeks of the Crimea, and the Volga Bulgars. However, the rise of the Pechenegs in the north and the arrival of the Rus in Kiev greatly diminished Khazarian influence. The campaign of Prince Svyatoslav of Kiev effectively broke the back of the Khazarian empire in 965 AD, although a portion of the kingdom continued until at least 1030 AD and references to the Khazars appear as late as the 12th Century as they migrated westward.

DBA Army Composition

	1x WWg
	The Khazarian War Wagon was used to transport and protect the Khagan if/when he deigned to appear on the battlefield and can be compared to the Italian carrioco. It was a defensive device, not a mobile missile-firing platform. 

	2x Cv
	Khazarian Nobles (including the CnC Beg and Arsiyah regulars).

	4x Cv or Lh
	More Khazarian nobles and/or Arsiyahs. The balance of Cavalry and/or Light Horse would be comprised of Khazarian horse archers, Torkils and Burtas tributaries and levies/allies drawn from subject Alans, Bulgars, and/or Magyars.

	2x Lh
	See above.

	2x Sp
	Khazar Guard and levy foot, Slav or Russ levy spear.

	1x Ps
	Khazar, Slav, Russ and/or Alan levy archers


Notes on Army Composition
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The Arsiyah Cavalry units in this army, which formed the regular standing army of the Khazars, were primarily mercenary, non-Arab Muslims from Khwarizm and the various Central Asian city-states located along the Silk Road.

The Burtas were Turkish tribal folk who lived in tents just north of the Caspian Sea, maintaining a somewhat nomadic existence according to the requirements of seasonal grazing on the steppes. Be sure you get some fairly scruffy figures when you build this unit. Torkils were another Khazar tributary tribe very similar to the Burtas, and located so as to be a buffer against the Pechenegs.

As described above, the Khazars did make use occasional use of Artillery. As a variation to the official DBA 1.1 list, I would suggest making Artillery an optional element that can be chosen in lieu of the War Wagon element. Or you may elect to eliminate the War Wagon option altogether, substituting a choice of Cavalry, Light Horse, Psiloi, and/or Artillery.

Enemies

The "official" DBA enemies of Khazaria include the Later Sassanid (73b), Early Bulgar (87), Slav (89), Ghuzz (94), Arab Conquest (96), Thematic Byzantine (99), Arab Imperial (100), Magyar (107), Russ (108), Pecheneg (109), Ghaznavid (115), and Georgian (121) armies.

Miniatures

Dennis Leventhal: Some notes on figures are in order. With apologies to 25 mm buffs, these comments refer to 15 mm only because that¹s what I¹ve used for my Khazar army. Essex figures go very well with this army. Not only does Essex offer a great looking Khazar HC figure (HSA6), but their other Dark Ages figures allow the creation of an army with interesting 'in-period' variety. For example, some of the irregular Cavalry and Light Horse units can be made by mixing together Bulgar Horse/Bows (HSA4), Pecheneg Horse/Bows (HSA5), and Avar Horse/Bows (HSA12) from their "Asiatic Hordes" list., and several others from their "Huns (mixed)" list (see HU1 and HU3).

Essex¹s "Ghaznavid" heavy cavalry (AEA20) looks just right for the trained Arsiyah troopers.

Essex "Ancient Equipment" offerings are also very useful. The Light Bolt Throwers (XEQ1) will cover Khazar artillery quite nicely. For the camp, I suggest using the Pack Camels (XEQ6). These are Bactrian camels and therefore technically correct for this army, which also employed Bactrian camels to transport its Mounted Infantry. Essex also offers a wide selection of horse- and ox-drawn wagons that can also be used in this context.

Khazar command stands should have a raised standard consisting of a silvery mirror on a long pole. This detail has been authenticated in contemporary Arab records. Also, adding the Camel drummer from Essex¹s Mongol mounted command pack (MOA9) to the CiC¹s stand is a nice touch.

This is one army where the usage of the Star of David as a shield emblem is most appropriate. Both textual and archeological evidence has shown that most of the Khazars converted to Judaism between the years 750 to 860, and that the Star of David was a popular decorative motif in that culture.

References

Apart from the general historical references cited above, there is relatively little available on Khazarian military history. One very useful reference for building this army is Ian Heath's Armies of the Dark Ages: 600-1066 (WRG, 1980). It contains many sketches and descriptions of individual troop types not only for the Khazars but also for their many allies and enemies.

For those interested in the geo-political configurations of Khazaria, check out the html entitled "Khazarian Historical Maps by Richard Burd" at www.khazaria.com on the Web. This hyperlink will take you to a site that has four beautifully colored maps showing respectively (a) migration routes into Eastern Europe, and major early battle sites, of Huns and proto-Turks, including Khazars; (b) Khazarian expansion, and major battle sites, during the 600 to 850 C.E. period; (c) the Khazar Empire at its height in 850 C.E.; and (d) the decline of Khazaria, and major battle sites, from 850 to 965 C.E. The research that went into these maps incorporates the latest available materials on this subject.

Kevin Brook's excellent book, The Jews of Khazaria, not only pulls together all the past research in a comprehensive and critical manner, but also brings to light the latest of the ongoing research into this fascinating empire of the steppes.



The Khazars

Written by Peter Wolfe, Machar - Washington
&
Jeff Zolitor, Jewish Children's Folkshul - Philadelphia
At the height of their empire the tribe known as the Khazars controlled an area roughly encompassing The Ural Mountains to the Carpathian Range, the Caucusus,and much of the Black Sea. About 1/3 of what is now Eastern Europe, as well as much of the Asian Steppes came under direct control of the Khazars or one of their client states.
The powers of the world at the time, Islam and Christianity, were pushing ever closer to a total domination of much of the populated world. The Eastern Caliphate with its seat in Baghdad, had begun to cross the Caucusus and had hoped to conquer the area of the Black Sea and Eastern Europe. 



The vast area separating the Eastern Christian Empire, or Byzantium and the Eastern Caliphate was home to numerous Turkic tribes, related by similarities in language origin and a common geographic ancestry. These tribes were mostly nomadic, expert horseman, fierce warriors, and inclined to remain unaffiliated with either the Christian or Islamic Empires. 



Over time one of those tribes, The Khazars, grew in both size and sophistication and in turn came to be the dominant buffer between Byzantiums' eastward designs, and Islams' westward advances. Trade between Christianity and Islam took place through the land of the Khazars. Both spheres of influence put intense pressure on the Khazars to adopt their religion and worldview, thereby tipping the balance of power in the area. The Khazars chose a diplomatic course that steered clear of favoring one over the other, earned the grudging respect of both and insured their status and independence. They chose to become Jews!



There have been several stories of the Khazar conversion that have made it to us this day, coming from Moslem, Jewish and Christian sources.
al Masudi, a traveler from the Eastern Caliphate wrote that the Byzantine Emperor forced the Jews to emigrate and they came to the Khazar country and found "an intelligent but uneducated race to whom they offered their religion. The natives found it better than there own and accepted it." 



In the late 950's, Hasdai ibn Shaprut, while serving the court of Abd al Rahman III, Caliph of the Umayyad Empire, the Western Islamic Caliphate in Spain, used his diplomatic ties to inquire about Jewish communities throughout the world and intervene on their behalf whenever possible. Hasdai first heard of the existence of the Khazars from merchant traders from Persia. Hasdai decided to send a delegation. He believed that the Khazars may have represented one of the ten lost tribes of Israel and were descendants from Palestine, as the Sephardim were. The letter contained a formal greeting, some detail of the current Caliph, and questions about the Jewish rituals of the Khazars. The response from Joseph included his version of the events that led to the conversion of the Khazars.
In Joseph's version, his ancestor King Bulan, drove out the sorcerers and idolaters from his land. An angel later appeared to Bulan telling him he must worship the one true god, and in return he would "bless and multiply Bulan's offspring, and deliver his enemies into his hands and secure his kingdom to the end of the world." 



Joseph continues by relating how Bulan was again visited in a dream and bade to build a place of worship in which the Lord may dwell, for: "the sky and the skies above the sky are not enough to hold me". Bulan tells the angel that he wishes to carry out the endeavor but doesn't possess enough gold or silver to finance such an enterprise. The angel told Bulan to lead his armies into Armenia where a treasure of silver and gold awaits him. 
There are Arab and Armenian sources that relate stories about a Khazar invasion into the area in 731C.E., lead by "Bulkhan". These sources seem to fit very well with the time frame of Joseph's story and Arab sources relate the fact that the Khazars controlled gold and silver mines in the Caucasus.



After the success in Armenia, "The King of Edom (Byzantium) and the King of the Ishmaelim (Muslims) heard the news and sent him envoys .... and learned men to convert him to their beliefs." Bulan was wise and also sent for a Jew. After long and futile discussions, the king decides to meet with the representatives' seperately. He asks the Christian which of the other two religions is nearer the truth. The Christian answers, the Jews". He then asks the Muslim the same question and gets the same answer, "the Jews". Since both Christianity and Islam believe that Judaism is nearer the truth, Bulan chooses to adopt the Jewish faith. 



Regardless of how or why it happened, once the conversion took place, Judaism seems to have become stratified into Khazar society, and those who could, mostly the ruling classes, did send their sons to study in the great academies in Spain and quite possibly the great Academy at Sura in Babylonia as well. 



The Kagan was a hereditary ruler who lived in seclusion, and established traditional law. By the 10th Century, the Kagan was reduced to a spiritual figurehead, and the real power was in the hands of the Bek, a person serving beside the Kagan. The Bek led the army and ran the government, with the Kagan remaining the Chief Judge. Under the Bek were a variety of administrative and military officials and local governors. While most were appointed, some localities elected leaders. The governors collected taxes on the products of blacksmiths, food and drink, and customs duties. A court, composed of two Jews, two Muslims, two Christians and one pagan, dealt primarily with trade issues.



In the 720's the Khazar capital was the city of Samander, which was visited by the Arab traveler, Al-Istakhri. He later wrote that it had vineyards and gardens, and that Muslims and mosques were plentiful, as well as markets. A later traveler, Ibn Hauqal, said there were people of multiple religions living there, with mosques, churches and synagogues. In 750, Itil became the capital of Khazaria. Travelers wrote that only the royal and public buildings were made of brick; most homes were yurts, or felt covered tents. The Khazars also founded part of Kiev as an economic hub, where people engaged in jewelry making, blacksmithing, bone and stone carving, and ironworking. 
The Khazars grew grain and vegetables, using plows, hoes, sickles and scythes. They operated mills and created irrigation canals, and transported their goods in carts and on skiffs in the Volga River. They grew grapes and cherries and caught fish, bred domestic animals, and hunted wild animals, using arrows, spears, axes and lassos.
Khazaria was an important trading center, on the crossroads of the trade routes between Europe and China. The Great Silk Road, long the center of trade between China and the West, was blocked to Christian traders by the Muslims, so Byzantium concentrated their trade to China through Khazaria. Khazars participated in trade, trading candlewax, honey and wine. They exported central silver dishes and coins, quilts, cotton, felt, and cushion covers to the Urals and beyond, and imported pottery from Armenia, Iraq and Iran.



The traders included Jewish Radhanite merchants, traveling between Regensburg, Vienna and Kiev, Khazaria, Persia and China, trading cinnamon, musk, camphor, swords, silk, furs, and slaves; Viking Rus traders, who transported furs, foxskins and swordblades; Arabs, and perhaps Chinese. All traders paid custom duties, which were the main source of revenue for Khazaria.



The Khazars held influence in the area as evidenced by the stories that have made there way to us from various sources. Cherson, a border city between Byzantium and Khazaria became the home in exile of the former Byzantine Emperor Justinian II. He managed to escape and make his was the Khazar city of Doros where formed an alliance with the Kagan to regain the throne, and the Kagan's sister was given to the former Emperor in marriage. In the meantime, Kagan Busir made a deal with the new Byzantium Emperor Tiberius III who offered a rich reward for Justinian, dead or alive. Busir ordered Justinian assassinated but when his wife, Busir's sister, heard of the plot, she warned her husband and the two were able to flee to the land of the Bulgars. The Bulgar king then made an alliance with Justinian and helped him regain his throne. 



During his second rein, Justinian had become overwhelmed with his hatred for the inhabitants of Cherson, now a Khazar town and sent expeditions against it. The Khazar army met the expeditionary force and upon being taken prisoner by the Khazars, Justinian's representative in the area, a man named Bardanes, promptly switched allegiance from the Bulgars and Justinian, to the Kazars, as did the entire Byzantine expeditionary force. The Byzantine armies deposed Justinian and elected Bardanes the new Emperor under the name of Philippicus.
While Philippicus was deposed a few years later, the story goes to show the influence that the Khazars wielded over the destinies of the Eastern Empire. 



That the Khazars were astute and able enough to finesse their way onto the scene as a superpower is true enough. What we must also come to realize when discussing the extent of their empire and influence, is that the world map of Eastern Europe and Asia looks the way it does thanks in large part to the Khazars. Had Islam gained a permanent foothold in eastern Europe, the pressure on Christian western Europe may have been too great to sustain its Christian kingdoms. Had Christianity made permanent inroads into the central Asia, the Caliphate may have had to expend resources at it's northern border that could have zapped much needed resources from the war against the Crusaders.



It is ironic that the most celebrated information we have on the Khazars, that being the Hasdai letters, were written by the Kagan who saw the destruction of his state. It wasn't pressure from the Caliph in the east, or the Emperor in the south that caused the eventual fall of the kingdom, it was the pagan hordes from the north, known variously as Vikings, Norsemen, and in the east, Varangians, or, the Rus. They were expert sailors, and fearless warriors on land.



In the mid to late ninth century, there was conspicuous movement of the various tribes in Eastern Europe and Asia. The Magyars, long allies of the Khazars and their agents in the Steppes, had begun moving across the Don River. Prior to the move, they were charged with collecting tribute from the Slav and Finn people north of their domain. The Rus had now begun their sweep with a combination of savage warfare and plunder, and the Kagan needed help securing his eastern and northern borders. It seems that the relocation of the Magyar was a mutual arrangement. At about the same time, an agreement between Byzantium and the Khazars brought craftsmen, engineers and architects to Khazaria to help build a massive fortress on the Volga, just south of the Don River in their new capital, Itil. The fortress was known as Sarkel. It seems that the relocation of the Magyar and the construction of Sarkel were part of a combined strategy to halt the Rus advance.



The strategy wasn't to last very long. In about 862C.E., the Rus conquered and occupied Kiev. At about the same time, in a global version of musical chairs, a tribe called the Pechenegs located in the area between the Volga and the Ural rivers and also ruthless according to Emperor Constantine, were retreating in advance of an onslaught from their neighbors to the east, the Ghuzz. The Pechenegs tried to cross the Don and settle in Khazaria but the Khazars beat them off. The Pechenegs continued their move to the west and confronted the relocated allies of the Khazars, the Magyar. In successive assaults, the Pechenegs continued to push the Magyar, and in 896, struck a deal with the Bulgars situated along the Danube. Constantine tells us that the Bulgars and the Pechenegs made a pact to annihilate the Magyar, and while the Magyar fighters were away on a campaign, the two tribes descended into the land of the Magyars and massacred their families. The Magyar warriors returned to find their families killed, their homes desolate and ruined. The once mighty Magyar then moved into present-day Hungary, were they remain to this day.
With the Magyar gone the loss of Kiev was inevitable. The western tribes were no longer under the Kagan's control and the Rus could now rally the Slavonic tribes around the Dnieper River with the cry, "Pay no tribute to the Khazars".



The loss of tribute and territory in the west was further exacerbated by the fact that the Rus were also following the Volga River down to the Caspian Sea, putting pressure on the Khazars from the east. In 910C.E., the goal of the Rus was to sack the rich cities of the Caliphate along the Caspian, but each time a flotilla traveling down the Volga passed the Khazarian capital of Itil, they were required to solicit permission, and pay customs duty. The Russians were not pleased with the arrangements, and the Khazars were equally perturbed because of their friendly relations with the Caliphate at the time. In 913 the matter exploded when the Russian fleet entered the Caspian Sea and once again set their sites on the Islamic cities around it. The Rus were particularly brutal and destroyed all that stood in their way, including woman and children. They raped and pillaged, raided and burned and even made incursions inland. 



With the Magyars gone, Kiev gone and the Dnieper River firmly in the hands of the Vikings, control of the Black Sea was wavering. In 945, Byzantium entered into a commercial treaty with the prince of Kiev, Prince Ingvar - (later Igor), who was leader of the western Russian activities. The Rus were beginning the process of assimilating into Slavic culture, adopting Slavic names, and in the process becoming closer with the Christian Empire. The good relations that the Khazars had enjoyed with Byzantium were becoming strained under the pressure being applied to their western frontier, and another, less overt action. In 957 during a state visit, Helga - (later Olga), Igors's widow accepted baptism from no less than, the Byzantine Emperor Constantine himself. This small act sealed the fate of the Khazars.



Svyatoslav would hear none of this, and continued his brutal assault on everything Khazar. In an action against one of the Khazars tribute tribes south of Moscow, the Prince of Kiev decided to turn south and head for the Don River. One chronicler has the Prince, in true Viking form, sending messengers to the Khazars and announcing: "I am coming upon you". When the Kagan heard of the approach, he sent the army out to meet them. The Rus won the day, and took control of the Don River. The Khazars fortress on The Don, Sarkel, fell to the Russians in 965. 
Arthur Koestler, in his book 'The Thirteenth Tribe: The Khazar Empire and Its Heritage argues that the defeated Khazars were the predominant ancestors of the Ashkenazic Jews. He based his theories on immigrations of the Khazars to Eastern Europe, which is supported by various types of evidence, some of which he cited, and some cited later by Kevin Brook. 



Before the destruction of Khazaria, some Khazars joined the Magyars and migrated to Hungary. They were among the soldiers protecting Hungary's borders. In the 10th Century, Hungarian Duke Taksony, son of a Khazar princess and Magyar royalty, invited Khazar Jews to settle in Hungary. If it is to be believed, a Byzantine chronicle indicates that many Hungarian troops in the 12th Century observed Jewish law. 
According to Martin Gilbert, Jews migrated from Khazaria to Lithuania in 1016, and Jews from Vilnius claim Khazar ancestry. Documents and archeological finds indicate that Khazars founded glass factories in Grodno. 
These similarities may support the idea of a Khazar influence in Eastern Europe, but they hardly support an argument that the Khazars were the predominant ancestors of the Ashkenazic Jews.



The greatest evidence against a significant Khazar ancestry for Ashkenazic Jews is DNA testing. Data shows that the predominant origin of Ashkenazic Jews has been the Middle East. This indicates that the role of the native-born Khazars as a source of Ashkenazic Jews was minor. However, there is some genetic evidence that characteristics of some Ashkenazic Jews are shared by Armenians and Turks, and Jews from the Balkans. The documentary and archeological evidence for a Khazar origin is stronger in Hungary and the Ukraine. Still, the sources I have examined seem to show that the influence of the Khazarian Jews in those areas, no matter how large or small, was overwhelmed by the emigration of western Jews.



Another reason for the slight DNA differences in some Ashkenazic Jews may be intermarriage. Jews converted and intermarried with others in ancient Israel, in the Roman Empire and in Medieval Europe. There is no reason to think that it did not occur in Central Asia as well. Jews from Crimea and the Byzantine Empire, who may have originated in the Middle East intermarried with the Turks. Genetic tests show that intermarriage occurred far less with Jews than in the population as a whole, and in certain groups, like the Kohanim, it happened very little at all. This infrequent intermarriage could well have been enough to account for any genetic marker differences. 
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Map of the Khazar Empire in the early 10th century. 
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This 6-letter Khazar runic word means "I have read [it]". It was written on the bottom of the Kievan Letter, a document written by the Khazar Jews of Kiev in the early 10th century. The signatures on the Kievan Letter are of mixed Hebrew (ex: Yitzhak, Sinai, Yehudah) and Turkic/Slavic (ex: Manas, Gostata) origins, indicating that the conversion to Judaism in Khazaria extended beyond just the ruling elite. 
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These Turkic tribe symbols (called "tamgas") were inscribed on Jewish stones unearthed at Tmutorokan (Phanagoria). These same stones also depict the 7-branched menorah. (Source: Abraham N. Poliak, Kazariyah: Toldot mamlaxa yehudit be'europa. Tel Aviv, 1943/1944.) 
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Engravings of the Star of David were unearthed at two Khazar sites, one along the Donets River in eastern Ukraine and the other along the Don River in southern Russia. This one is a circular metal disc, interpreted by Professor Bozena Werbart of Umea University as Jewish but seen by others as shamanistic or pagan. Some of the Jewish-Turkic graves at Chelarevo in what used to be Hungary contain engravings of the Star of David and are believed to belong to Kabar migrants. However, the claim that the Star of David first became a symbol of Jewish nationalism in Khazaria is by no means certain. 
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Amulets unearthed at cemeteries in the Khazar Empire. 
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This is the uppermost part of a Khazarian scoop manufactured from silver in the 8th or 9th century and discovered at Kotskii Gorodok in western Siberia. It depicts a Turkic wrestling motif. (Source: Stepi Evrazii v epokhu srednevekov'ia. Moscow: Nauka, 1981, page 163.) 
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These horn plates from near Shilovka portray traditional Khazarian themes such as war and hunting. Among the animals portrayed are horses, rabbits, dragons, and a bear. (Source: Svetlana A. Pletnyova, Ocherki Khazarskoy Arkheologii. Moscow: Gesharim, 1999, figure 119.) 
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Photographs of pieces of Khazar silver belts. (Source: A. A. Ivanov, V. P. Kopilov, and S. A. Naumenko, "Poyasnie narodi iz kurganov khazarskogo vremeni mezhdurech'ya Dona i Sala" in Donskaya Arkheologiya No. 1(6) (2000), plates between pages 56 and 57 with relation to the article on pages 81-90.) Here are more photos of the belts. 



Imitation 9th-century Khazar Jewish coin reading "Moses is the messenger of God", discovered by numismatist Gert Rispling in a Viking treasure from Gotland, Sweden 

http://www.myntkabinettet.se/notiser/spillings/mynt14.jpg
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Hermitage Museum exhibit on artifacts (farming tools, fishing tools, pottery, etc.) from a Khazar castle along the Don 

http://www.khazaria.com/images/Hermitage_Khazarica.jpg
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Hermitage Museum on artifacts found at a Khazar castle  Phota by Barry R. Long.






THE KHAZAR FORTRESS OF SARKEL

Last Updated: May 26, 2002 



This page is Copyright (C) 1997, 1998 by Kevin Brook, all rights reserved. Unauthorized reproduction of this page is prohibited. 



Of all of the excavated Khazarian cities, the one which provided the richest material remains was Sarkel, which was flooded in 1952 upon the completion of the new Tsimlyansky Reservoir. Archaeological work at the Sarkel site was never fully completed, and it is not possible to conduct further studies. Nevertheless, the existing data recovered from Sarkel provides valuable clues to the Khazarian culture. We are indebted to the reports of Soviet archaeologists -- including Mikhail I. Artamonov, Svetlana A. Pletnyova, and Pavel A. Rappoport -- who explored the artifacts and architecture of Sarkel during the 1930s, 1940s, and 1950s. 

The grand fortress of Sarkel, located near the Don River, was built in the 830s by a joint team of Greek and Khazar architects. Its Turkic name, sar-kel, means "White Fortress", and was named this because the fortress' bricks were made of white limestone. Some of the bricks from the Sarkel site were decorated with Turkic tamgas (tribe symbols) or images of horses and armored riders. 
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(Source: Sol Podolefsky, Di geshikhte fun di Kazarn un zeyer ideshe meluche in tsentrel Eyrope. New York: Rokhman, 1971. Page 148.)

Sarkel's fortress had 4 towers and 2 gates, and a citadel was located in its south-eastern section. Its garrison consisted of 300 Turkic guards. However, Sarkel also served another purpose, in addition to military defense: its strategic location led it to become a major center of trade. Sarkel linked to the famous overland trading route known as the "Silk Road". Caravans would often pass through the region, and in fact the remains of Sarkel caravanserais have been identified, each consisting of (1) rooms for visitors, (2) an area for holding cattle, and (3) a courtyard where the caravans were kept overnight. 

[image: image15.jpg]ypothetial
Incation fr the
rdge aver the
ditch, linded to &
path leading to the
i gate of Sazkel

i

1
l.’#ll

The layout of the fortress

of Sarkel, depicting its location
‘and brick walls.

{ Do B




Besides the commercial and military sections of Sarkel, there were also residential areas. The houses in Sarkel originally had an open hearth in the center, but by the 10th century many of the houses had more advanced stoves and they were located in a corner rather than in the center. It appears that Sarkel's population consisted of Shamanists, Jews, and Christians. 

Many productive activities took place in the vicinity of Sarkel. The remains of forges and potter's workshops were identified by archaeologists. Thus, much of the kitchenware, jewelry (bracelets, rings, earrings), belt-buckles, and pottery used by the residents of Sarkel was produced locally. However, a substantial amount of non-local goods was imported into Sarkel, both from other Khazarian industrial centers (e.g., the Crimean and Taman peninsulas) and foreign countries (e.g., the Byzantine Empire). 
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Many graves were excavated at Sarkel and the nearby Tsimlyansky site across the Don. The human remains were mostly European types, but some Mongolian types also were found. Animal bones (for example, those of dogs and horses) were also found. 

The Grand Prince of Kievan Rus, Svyatoslav Igorevich, took over Sarkel in the year 965. The Rus'ian Chronicle recorded the conquest of Sarkel as follows: 

"Svyatoslav went to the Oka and the Volga [rivers], and on coming into contact with the Vyatichians [a Slavic tribe] he asked them to whom they paid tribute. They answered that they paid a silver piece per plowshare to the Khazars. When they [the Khazars] heard of his approach, they went out to meet him with their prince, the kagan, and the armies came to blows. When the battle thus took place, Svyatoslav defeated the Khazars and took their city of Byelaya Vyezha."

Byelaya Vyezha, the East Slavic translation of sar-kel, also means "White Fortress". After destroying Sarkel, the Rus'ians rebuilt the city and it once again served as a vibrant trading post. 

In 1117, a group of "Khazars" from Byelaya Vyezha settled near Chernihiv and established a new town called "Byelaya Vyezha" which was named after their old hometown along the Don River. 
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"Slavic" necklaces from Sarkel, 9th century 

http://www.hermitagemuseum.org/html_En/03/hm3_2_13e.html
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	Necklaces 

Poltava Region, Ukraine 

9th century 

Silver, lazurite, sard, rock crystal, mother-of-pearl, glass 

Belaya Vezha necropolis, Sarkel-Belaya Vezha 

The necklaces consist of various beads – round and bipyramidal from sard, flat from mother-of-pearl and lazurite, faceted rock crystal, and silver and gilt glass beads. Such ornaments were widely found in Ancient Rus and necklaces like this have been found in 11th-century Slavonic burials at the settlement of Belaya Vezha. 

In 965, the Russian Prince Svyatoslav captured the Khazar fortress of Sarkel and renamed it Belaya Vezha. 






The Sarkel excavation site as seen from the air circa 1949-1951 

http://www.spbumag.nw.ru/97-98/NO27-98/volga-don.JPG
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SUGGESTED READINGS
For additional information about Sarkel, we recommend the following works: 

SARKEL I "SHIOLKOVYI" PUT' by Svetlana A. Pletnyova (Voronezh, Russia: Izd-vo. Voronezhskogo Gosudarstvennogo Universiteta, 1996). 

"Khazarskaya krepost Sarkel" by Mikhail I. Artamonov, in Acta Archaeologica Hungarica (Budapest), 1956, vol. 7, pp. 321-341. 

"Sarkel - Belaya Vezhya" by Mikhail I. Artamonov, part of "Trudy Volgo-Donskoy Arkheologicheskoy Ekspeditsyi" vol. 1, in Materialy i issledovaniya po arkheologii CCCP, no. 62 (Moscow-Leningrad), 1958. 

"Krepostnie sooruzheniya Sarkela" by Pavel A. Rappoport, part of "Trudy Volgo-Donskoy Arkheologicheskoy Ekspeditsyi" vol. 2, in Materialy i issledovaniya po arkheologii CCCP, no. 75 (Moscow-Leningrad), 1959. 



MEDIEVAL QUOTES ABOUT KHAZAR JUDAISM

Last Updated: March 20, 2001 

This is a sampling of numerous contemporary references to the practice of rabbinical Judaism among the Khazars. 



Christian of Stavelot, in Expositio in Matthaeum Evangelistam (864): 

"At the present time we know of no nation in the world where Christians do not live. For in the lands of Gog and Magog who are a Hunnish race and call themselves Gazari there is one tribe, a very belligerent one - Alexander enclosed them and they escaped - and all of them profess the Jewish faith. The Bulgars, however, who are of the same race, are now becoming Christians."

Ahmad ibn Fadlan, in his travellogue (c. 922): 

"The Khazars and their king are all Jews."

Ibn al-Faqih (c. 930): 

"All of the Khazars are Jews. But they have been Judaized recently."

Khazar King Joseph, in his Reply to Hasdai ibn-Shaprut (c. 955): 

"After those days there arose from the sons of Bulan's sons a king, Obadiah by name. He was an upright and just man. He reorganized the kingdom and established the Jewish religion properly and correctly. He built synagogues and schools, brought in many Israelite sages, honored them with silver and gold, and they explained to him the 24 Books of the Bible, Mishnah, Talmud, and the order of prayers established by the Khazzans. He was a man who feared God and loved the law and the commandments."

Abd al-Jabbar ibn Muhammad al-Hamdani, in The Establishment of Proofs for the Prophethood of Our Master Muhammad (c. 1009-1010): 

"One of the Jews undertook the conversion of the Khazars, who are composed of many peoples, and they were converted by him and joined his religion. This happened recently in the days of the Abbasids.... For this was a man who came single-handedly to a king of great rank and to a very spirited people, and they were converted by him without any recourse to violence and the sword. And they took upon themselves the difficult obligations enjoined by the law of the Torah, such as circumcision, the ritual ablutions, washing after a discharge of the semen, the prohibition of work on the Sabbath and during the feasts, the prohibition of eating the flesh of forbidden animals according to this religion, and so on."

Abraham ibn Daud of Toledo, Spain, in The Book of Tradition (1161): 

"You will find the communities of Israel spread abroad... as far as Dailam and the river Itil where live Khazar peoples who became proselytes. The Khazar king Joseph sent a letter to Hasdai ibn-Shaprut and informed him that he and all his people followed the rabbinical faith. We have seen descendants of the Khazars in Toledo, students of the wise, and they have told us that the remnant of them is of the rabbinical belief."

Dimashqi (1327): 

"Ibn-al-Athir tells how in the days of Harun, the emperor of Byzantium forced the Jews to emigrate. They came to the Khazar country, where they found an intelligent but untutored race and offered them their religion. The inhabitants found it better than their own and accepted it."

Here is a list of Jewish sources that preserve knowledge of the Khazars' conversion to Judaism: 

  Elchanan the Merchant a.k.a. Eldad the Danite - 9th century 

  Anonymous author of the Schechter Letter - 10th century 

  Hasdai ibn Shaprut - 10th century 

  King Joseph of the Khazars - 10th century 

  Yehuda HaLevi - 12th century 

  Rabbi Yehuda al-Barseloni - 12th century 

  Rabbi Abraham ibn Daud - 12th century 

  Rabbi Moses ben Nahman a.k.a. Nahmanides - 13th century 

  Rabbi Shem Tov ibn Shem Tov - 15th century 

  Rabbi Gedaliah - 16th century 

  Yitzhak Aqrish - 16th century 

  Rabbi Yehuda Moscato - 16th century 

Here is an excerpt from Rabbi Moscato's book Kol Yehuda:
     "Should it not be believed that the great and awe-inspiring story which is the basis and essence of this book [The Kuzari by Yehuda HaLevi] is true and really happened? If that were not so, why would the author of the book lie? For he wrote in the beginning of his book: 'As it has been recorded and known from historical works.' He repeated that in the introduction to the second part of his book: 'This is what happened afterwards with regard to the Kuzari, as it is known in the books of Khazaria...'" (translation by Rabbi Gershom Barnard) 

Here is an excerpt from Hasdai ibn Shaprut's letter to King Joseph:
     "We live in the Diaspora and there is no power in our hands. They say to us everyday, 'Every nation has a kingdom, but you have no memory of such in all the land.' But when we heard about my master the [Khazar] King, the might of his monarchy, and his mighty army, we were amazed. We lifted our heads, our spirits returned, our hands were strengthened, and my master's kingdom was our response in defense. Were it that this news would gain added strength, for through it we will be elevated further." (translation by Rabbi N. Daniel Korobkin) 



Judaism has always welcomed converts like the Khazars into the Jewish fold as equals: 

"And when a stranger sojourns with you and will keep the Passover to the Lord, let all his males become circumcised, and then let him come near and keep it; and he shall be as one that is a native of the land; for no uncircumcised person shall eat it. One law shall be to him that is homeborn and to the stranger that sojourns among you." (Exodus 12:48) 

"The Jews were dispersed among the nations so as to make converts." (Pesakhim 87b) 

"Converts are beloved; in every way God considers them as part of Israel." (Mekhilta Nezikim Mishpatim 18) 

"The convert is to be exalted above the Children of Israel, since the latter would never have heard the Word of the Law at Sinai were it not for the signs and wonders and the terrible rumblings of the mountain, but the convert came of his own free will to accept the Torah, and of all those gathered at Sinai, he is the most beloved." (Mekhilta, Mishpatin, 18) 

"Do not urge me to leave you, to turn back and not follow you. For wherever you go, I will go; wherever you lodge, I will lodge; your people shall be my people, and your God my God." (Ruth 1:16) 

"You shall love the convert, for you were strangers in the land of Egypt." (Devarim 10:19) 

"Do not hurt the feelings of a convert or oppress him, for you were strangers in the land of Egypt." (Shemos [Exodus] 22:20) 

"The convert should be to you exactly like a born Jew and you shall love him like yourself, for you were strangers in Egypt - I am HaShem, your God." (VaYikra [Leviticus] 19:33-34) 

Nevertheless, there are many who distort history to attempt to deny the Jewishness of the Khazars. 



Khazarian Names

Last Updated: April 6, 2002 

The Khazars generally gave themselves Turkic and Hebrew given-names, but some of them used Slavic given-names, and some of the Turkic names may be originally of Persian or another origin. Some Khazars had a Turkic name as well as a Hebrew name. Below are most of the known names of Khazars from different periods in their history. Some names have more than one known spelling. The list does not include the names of Khazars who were Islamicized and served in Arab countries nor those (like Emperor Leo IV "the Khazar") who were children and grandchildren of mixed Byzantine-Khazar marriages and resided in the Byzantine Empire, since such names are unrepresentative of typical names a Khazar would have had while residing in Khazaria or Kievan Rus. Another omitted name is Leon II, the ruler of Abkhazia, who had partial Khazar ancestry. Also excluded are Moses (a scribal error in a version of the King Joseph Reply) and Bugha (meaning "bull" but held by a Turk whose possible Khazar ethnicity is uncertain). 



Male Khazarian names 

Turkic names:
Alp (means "hero")1
Baghatur (means "brave warrior")2
Balgitzi, Belgichi, Bälgichi, Balghichi3
Barjik4
Bashtu, Bashtwa15
Bihor, Biheros, Bihar, Virhor5
Bulan (means "elk")6
Bulchan, Buljan, Bluchan7
Buzer, Busir, Bazir8
Chat9
Chat`n10
Chorpan (means "star")11
Itakh (means "puppy")12
Khatir, Khadir13
Kisa14
Kundajiq, Kundaj16
Mänär17
Mänäs18
Morut, Marót19
Menumorut, Menmarót, Mënü Marót20
Papatzys62
Samsam, Simsam21
Tarkhan (normally a title; means "general" or "commander")22
Tarmach23
Trukeg24
Yilig, Ilig25
Ziebil (probably equal to the title Yabghu, Jebghu)26 

Hebrew names:
Aharon, Aaron27
Amram28
Avraham, Abraham29
Benyamin30
David31
Hanukkah32
Hezekiah33
Menakhem, Menahem34
Menashe35
Nisi, Nissi36
Obadiah, Ovadiah37
Pesakh, Pesah38
Reuven, Reuben39
Sabriel40
Shmuel41
Simson42
Sinai43
Solomon44
Yaakov45
Yehudah46
Yitzhak47
Yosef48
Zebulun, Zavulon49
Zechariah, Zachariah, Zecharias50 

Slavic names:
Gostyata, Gostata51
Ivan52 

Other names:
George, Georgios, Georgius53
Kupin, Kufin54
Zambri, Zambrios55
Zoilus, Zoilos56
Kibar61 



Female Khazarian names 

Turkic names:
Chichek, Chichäk (means "flower")57
Khatun (normally a title; means "lady" or "queen")58
Parsbit, Barsbek (also a male name)59 

Hebrew names:
Serakh, Serah60 



Footnotes: Primary and Secondary Sources 

1. Lewond, cited in Golden p. 150-151.
2. Kitab al-Futuh by Ibn Atham al-Kufi, cited in Golden p. 155-156.
3. Theophanes, cited in Golden p. 165-167 and Mango and Scott p. 520-521.
4. Tarikh-i Tabari by Balami, cited in Golden p. 157 and Dunlop p. 63. The name also appears - in various garbled forms including Barsbik, Barsnik, and Barstik - in Kitab al-Futuh by Ibn Atham al-Kufi, as Golden explains on p. 158-160. The Derbend-Nameh gave the name as Pashenk, cited in Golden p. 158.
5. Armenian version of the Life of Saint Stephen of Sugdaia, cited in Gero p. 22.
6. King Joseph's Reply, cited in Golden p. 169-171. Trans Korobkin.
7. Georgian Chronicle, cited in Golden p. 171-172; Tarikh al-Bab, cited in Vladimir Minorsky's History of Sharvan and Darband p. 17.
8. Anonymous Byzantine Chronicle, cited in Dunlop p. 171 and Golden p. 182-183.
9. History of the Caucasian Albanians by Movses Dasxuranci, cited in Golden p. 173-174.
10. History of the Caucasian Albanians by Movses Dasxuranci, cited in Golden p. 174.
11. History of the Caucasian Albanians by Movses Dasxuranci, cited in Golden p. 176-177.
12. Tabari, Ibn al-Athir, and Ibn Khallikan, cited in Marcel Erdal's article "Ein umbemerkter chasarischer Eigenname" in Türk Dilleri Ara[image: image23.jpg]


tirmalari 1 (1991), pp. 31-36. Also to be discussed in a forthcoming study by Marcel Erdal.
13. Lewond, cited in Golden p. 197-198.
14. Tarikh al-Bab, cited in Vladimir Minorsky's History of Sharvan and Darband, p. 42.
15. Risalah by Ibn Fadlan, cited in Brook p. 231
16. Diwan by Buhturi, cited in Dunlop p. 61.
17. Kievan Letter, cited in Golb and Pritsak p. 15.
18. Kievan Letter, cited in Golb and Pritsak p. 15.
19. Anonymus, cited in Douglas Dunlop's article "The Khazars" in The Dark Ages: Jews in Christian Europe, 711-1096 (1966), p. 348.
20. Anonymus, cited in Douglas Dunlop's article "The Khazars" in The Dark Ages: Jews in Christian Europe, 711-1096 (1966), p. 348.
21. Cited in Vladimir Minorsky's History of Sharvan and Darband, p. 81.
22. For discussion see Golden p. 210-213 and elsewhere.
23. Lewond, cited in Golden p. 213-214.
24. Correspondence from Christian Settipani and Chris Bennett; source document not known to me nor Bennett but may be in my notes.
25. For discussion, including citations from Yaqut, see Golden p. 184-185. Ilig was both a personal name and a title among the Khazars and other Turks.
26. Theophanes, cited in Golden p. 218-219 and Mango and Scott p. 447; Scylitzes-Cedrenus, cited in Golden p. 218-219.
27. King Joseph's Reply, cited in Golb and Pritsak p. 22; Schechter Letter, cited in Golb and Pritsak p. 115; Sefer ha-Ittim by Yehudah ben Barzillai al-Barsaloni, cited in Dunlop p. 157.
28. Letter of Hasdai ibn Shaprut, cited in the Korobkin edition of The Kuzari p. 347.
29. Kievan Letter, cited in Golb and Pritsak p. 15.
30. King Joseph's Reply, cited in Golb and Pritsak p. 22; Schechter Letter, cited in Golb and Pritsak p. 115.
31. Mandgelis Document, cited in Brook p. 41 and Dunlop p. 251. The authenticity of the Mandgelis Document has been in doubt. Also the name of a Messianic leader named David al-Roy, apparently the pseudonym of the Khazarian Jew Menahem ben Solomon cited in the Messianic Letter of Solomon ben Dugi from the Cairo Genizah (see Dunlop p. 255).
32. Kievan Letter, cited in Golb and Pritsak p. 13, 15; King Joseph's Reply, cited in Golb and Pritsak p. 22.
33. King Joseph's Reply, cited in the Korobkin edition of The Kuzari p. 355.
34. King Joseph's Reply, cited in the Korobkin edition of The Kuzari p. 355; Messianic Letter of Solomon ben Dugi from the Cairo Genizah, cited in Dunlop p. 254-255.
35. King Joseph's Reply, cited in Golb and Pritsak p. 22.
36. King Joseph's Reply, cited in Golb and Pritsak p. 22.
37. King Joseph's Reply, cited in Golb and Pritsak p. 22.
38. Schechter Letter, cited in Golb and Pritsak p. 117, 119.
39. Kievan Letter, cited in Golb and Pritsak p. 15.
40. Schechter Letter, cited in Golb and Pritsak p. 113.
41. Kievan Letter, cited in Golb and Pritsak p. 15.
42. Kievan Letter, cited in Golb and Pritsak p. 15.
43. Kievan Letter, cited in Golb and Pritsak p. 15.
44. Messianic Letter of Solomon ben Dugi from the Cairo Genizah, cited in Dunlop p. 254-255.
45. Kievan Letter, cited in Golb and Pritsak p. 13.
46. Kievan Letter, cited in Golb and Pritsak p. 15.
47. Kievan Letter, cited in Golb and Pritsak p. 15; King Joseph's Reply, cited in the Korobkin edition of The Kuzari p. 355.
48. Letter of Hasdai ibn Shaprut, cited in the Korobkin edition of The Kuzari p. 345; King Joseph's Reply, cited in the Korobkin edition of The Kuzari p. 350-357; Schechter Letter, cited in Golb and Pritsak p. 115; Kievan Letter, cited in Golb and Pritsak p. 15; Sefer ha-Ittim by Yehudah ben Barzillai al-Barsaloni, cited in Dunlop p. 157; Sefer ha-Qabbalah by Abraham ibn Daud, cited in Brook p. 141.
49. King Joseph's Reply, cited in Golb and Pritsak p. 22.
50. Russian Chronicle, cited in Brook p. 222; Life of Constantine, cited in Dunlop p. 195.
51. Kievan Letter, cited in Golb and Pritsak p. 15 and Avraham M. Torpusman's article "Slavic Names in a Kiev Manuscript from the First Half of the 10th Century" in These Are the Names: Studies in Jewish Onomastics (1999), p. 171-175. Torpusman thinks that the earliest Kievan Jews were Israelites who simply adopted local Slavic and Turkic names. His opinion is not shared by some other scholars who have explored the Kievan Letter.
52. Russian Chronicle, cited in Dunlop p. 253.
53. Cedrenus, cited in Dunlop p. 251-252; Life of Saint Stephen of Sugdaia, cited in Dunlop p. 252; archaeological evidence (seals on which the name was inscribed), cited in Thomas S. Noonan's article "The Khazar-Byzantine World of the Crimea in the Early Middle Ages: The Religious Dimension" in Archivum Eurasiae Medii Aevi 10 (1998-1999), p. 213-214.
54. Kievan Letter, cited in Golb and Pritsak p. 15.
55. Life of Methodius, cited in Brook p. 124.
56. Theophanes, cited in Mango and Scott p. 527 and Brook p. 169.
57. De ceremoniis aulae byzantinae libri by Constantine Porphyrogenitus, cited in Golden p. 175-176.
58. Lewond, cited in Golden p. 196-197; Ibn Atham al-Kufi, cited in Golden p. 196-197.
59. Lewond, cited in Golden p. 159, 205-206.
60. Schechter Letter, cited in Golb and Pritsak p. 109.
61. Kievan Letter, cited in Golb and Pritsak p. 15.
62. Theophanes, cited in Golden pp. 204-205 and Mango and Scott pp. 520-521. 


Credits 

The above list was researched by Christian Settipani and Kevin Alan Brook. 
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Fictional Literature about the Khazars
The Dark Lord by Thomas Harlan (New York: Tor Books, 2002). Part 4 in Harlan's 7th-century series. Despite defeating the Avar army loose in Thrace and killing their khan, Dahvos loses his taste for war and battle (particularly as the ally of the feckless Romans) and returns to Khazaria. 

The Storm of Heaven by Thomas Harlan (New York: Tor Books, 2001). Part 3 in Harlan's 7th-century series. In this fantasy history novel, Shirin, a princess of the Khazars (see illustration and character description), married the emperor of Persia. A portion of the novel takes place in the Khazar capital city, Itil. Here's a synopsis: After the battle of Yarmuk, Jusuf returns to Itil from the west. Prince Dahvos (still desiring an alliance with Eastern Rome, and the hand of Heraclius' daughter) decides to march his Khazarian army to Constantinople to help the Eastern Romans against the Persians. He does so, though he finds the political situation in Constantinople to be particularly treacherous. 

Le Vent des Khazars by Marek Halter (Paris: Editions Robert Laffont, April 2001). Marc Sofer, a 20th century novelist, investigates Khazarian history and ends up in Azerbaijan. In the 10th century, a young Jew named Isaac is sent to Khazaria by the head rabbi of Cordoba. Halter's novel not only involves two very different time periods but also mingles many genres including historical fiction, contemporary thriller, and love story. 

The Gate of Fire by Thomas Harlan (New York: Tor Books, hardcover May 2000 and paperback June 2001). Part 2 in Harlan's 7th-century series. Princess Shirin has various adventures in the Mediterranean; the other Khazars (Jusuf, Menahem) from the mission to Ctesiphon wind up in Rome, where they get into a lot of trouble. Prince Dahvos (now ruler of the Khazars after the death of Ziebil) returns home to Itil with his army. 

The Shadow of Ararat by Thomas Harlan (New York: Tor Books, hardcover July 1999 and paperback May 2000). Part 1 in Harlan's 7th-century series. An alternative-history novel (based in part on actual events) in which the Western Roman Emperor, Galen, and the Eastern Roman Emperor, Heraclius, come together and militarily ally with the Khazars against Persia (ruled by Emperor Chosroes II). Some of the Khazars in the novel are named Jusuf, Sahul, and Dahvos. A number of Khazar warriors join a Roman effort to rescue/kidnap Princess Shirin (who in this reality is a Khazar, rather than a Christian Armenian) from Ctesiphon. 

Khazary by Mikhail Alshevskii (Moscow: TERRA, 1999). Historical fiction about Khazars in Russian. 

Ha-Meruts (The Race) by Hary Bar-Shalom (Tel Aviv, Israel: Hitahdut agudot ha-sofrim bi-medinat Yisrael, be-shituf im Masadah, 1999). Collection of stories translated from Romanian, including a story about the Khazars. 

El ha-Rakia ha-Shevii (Into the Seventh Sky) by Hary Bar-Shalom (Jerusalem: Masadah, 1998). Story begins in Khazaria and ends in the far future and deals among other things with the search for the last Khazar king's treasures. 

Justinian by H.N. Turteltaub (Harry Turtledove) (TOR, 1998). First person account of Byzantine Emperor Justinian II and his bodyguard, Myakes, including their exile in Cherson and their dealings with Khazar Khagan Busir Glavan. 

Makom katan im Debi (A Little Place with Debi) by Meir Uziel (Ouziel) (Tel Aviv, Israel: Modan, 1996). Humorous, anachronistic novel that explores parallels between Khazaria and modern Israel. 

Nashestvie khazar: istoricheskii roman v dvukh knigakh by Vladimir Afinogenov (Moscow: Gepta-Treid, 1996). A novel in 2 volumes. 

Khazary by Aleksandr Baigushev (Moscow: Izdatelskii dom "Drofa": Izd-vo "Lirus", 1995). Historical fiction about Khazars and Kievan Rus in Russian, but with anti-Jewish overtones. 

The Prince and the Scholar by S. J. Revich (Princeton, New Jersey, USA: Bristol, Rhein, and Englander, June 1992). A children's novel about Khazaria. The Ancient Storyteller of Kalim, Morocco takes his avid listeners on an exciting journey many hundreds of years back in time to a powerful Jewish kingdom north of the Black Sea, in the heart of what is now Russia. Yes, in the midst of the long and oppressive exile of the Jewish people, there was once a Jewish king and Jewish armies, a great and wealthy kingdom feared and respected by its barbaric neighbors. This kingdom, which was called Khazaria, has long since passed into the mists of history, but many of its glorious tales live on in the memories of storytellers like Old Machlouf of Kalim. As the story unfolds, young Prince Cusar and his clever friend Issac join a Khazarian expedition to the frontiers of the kingdom, with quite unexpected results. In "The Prince and the Scholar", the sixth volume in the "Tales From the East" series, the author has once again woven a delightful and exceedingly colorful tale, full of heroes and villains, and clever youths whose courage and resourcefulness save the day. Available for purchase from Eichlers. Also available from Judaism.com (1-800-JUDAISM). Also available in hardcover format. 

Russka: The Novel of Russia by Edward Rutherford (Ivy Books, 1991). Series of short stories tracing the history of several families in a fictional Russian village. Some of the characters are Khazar Jews or their descendants. Its novela "The River" covers the years 1066-1113 and deals among other things with the relationship between Khazars and Christian Russians. 

Dictionary of the Khazars by Milorad Pavic (Knopf, 1988). Imaginative hypertext novel presenting the religious disputations in the Khazar king's court through Islamic, Christian, and Jewish lenses. A Khazar envoy in the story has Khazarian history and topography tattooed on his body. Pavic's other inventions include a "Khazar jar", "Khazar dream-hunters", and "Khazar dictionaries". Main characters: Princess Ateh, Kaghan, Mokadessa, Saint Cyril, Farabi Ibn Kora, Rabbi Isaac Sangari, and others. 

Sheney Amictavim (The Two Letters), in Shivat Tsiyon: al pi Zikhronot le-Vet David by Abraham Shalom Friedberg (New York: Hotsaat La-dor shele-yad Vaad ha-hinukh ha-Yehudi bi-Nyu York, 1968). A short story in which a descendant of King David is sent by Hasdai ibn Shaprut to Khazaria and is a witness to the Rus' destruction of Khazaria. 

Di Kuzarim: historisher roman by Shloyme Rosenberg (Buenos Aires, Argentina: Yidbukh, 1960). 

Hisday Ben Shaprut by Jacob Weynshell, in Anakim Bamidbar (Giants in the Desert) (1952). A story about Hasdai's attempts to contact the Khazar king. 

Am Nesuch Tardema (Sleeping Nation a.k.a. A Nation Veiled in Slumber) by Oscar (Oskar) Baum (1949). Translation of a German novel about the Khazars and their time. 

Lost Nation by Noah E. Aronstam (Detroit: Duo-art Press, 1937; New York: Behrman's Jewish Book House, 1940). A Jew, Emanuel Lindner, discovers a lost African Jewish community that descends from Khazars. The book blends fiction with real historical events. Many of the circumstances and cultural observations on the Khazars are not authentic. However, the author has a sympathetic view of the Khazars and presents the stories of King Bulan's conversion by Yitzhak ha-Sangari, King Obadiah's Jewish renaissance, and Svyatoslav's conquest of Sarkel in a mostly truthful manner. 

Achozari Ahaharon (Ha Kuzar Ha'acharon) (The Last Khazar) by Saul Tshernichovsky (1940). A beautiful and moving Hebrew ballad about the fate of the last Khazar king after his defeat by the Rus army of Svyatoslav. Only one Khazar remains free, and he is wounded and tired. He encounters several animals that are willing to fight a larger, stronger enemy. With courage and determination, the Khazar decides to turn his horse around and charge at the Rus. 

The Lost Kingdom, or the Passing of the Khazars by Samuel Gordon (London: Shapiro, Vallentine, 1926). A novel about the destruction of Khazaria by the Rus'. 

Be-mamlekhet Kuzar ha-Yehudit (In the Jewish Khazar Kingdom) by Selig Schachnowitz (Frankfurt am Main: Hotsaat "Omanut", 1924?; reprinted by Jerusalem: Hosaat "Neurim", 1980). A Jew visits Khazaria and witnesses its destruction. Yiddish translation In der medine fun di Kuzarim (In the Kingdom of the Khazars) published in 1924 by B. Kletskin, Vilnius, Lithuania. Yidisher historisher roman fun dem akhtn yorhundert. 

The Letter in Die Geheimnisse der Juden (The Mysteries of the Jews) by Herman Reckendorf (1856-1857). A German story about contacts between Hasdai ibn Shaprut and the Khazars. 

The Kuzari: In Defense of the Despised Faith by Yehuda HaLevi (1140). Many translations into English, French, German, and other languages, including the English translation by Rabbi N. Daniel Korobkin (Northvale, NJ: Jason Aronson, 1998). A Khazar king debates religion with a Greek philosopher, a Muslim, a Christian, and a Jewish rabbi, and chooses Judaism. Originally written in Arabic. 

	Subscribe to khazar-fiction
if you are interested in reading, writing, publishing, or distributing historical fiction novels and short stories about the Khazar Khaganate. The khazar-fiction group was profiled in the May 23, 2001 issue of the Israeli newspaper Ma'ariv by Meir Uziel, in an article titled "Khazaria Lives". (Meir also wrote a followup article, "The Forgotten Jewish Empire", in the May 16, 2002 issue of Ma'ariv, which mentions the existence of creative fiction about Khazars.) 




Non-Fiction Books about the Khazars 

Useful resources for authors: 

  AuthorsDen 

  Authors on the Web 

  Outstanding Authors 

  The Free Gallery of Authors' Voices 

  Writer Beware 

  WritersWeekly Warnings Reports 

  WritersWeekly 

  Worldwide Freelance Writer 

  Freelance Writing 

  Writing for Money 

  ForWriters.com 

  Anthologies Online
The Works of Yehudah ha-Levi (c. 1080-1141)
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THE KUZARI'S REFERENCES
TO THE
KHAZAR CONVERSION TO JUDAISM



Excerpts from CHAPTER 1: 

I was asked to state what arguments and replies I could bring to bear against the attacks of philosophers and followers of other religions, and also against [Jewish] sectarians who attacked the rest of Israel. This reminded me of something I had once heard concerning the arguments of a rabbi who sojourned with the king of the Khazars. The latter, as we know from historical records, became a convert to Judaism about four-hundred years ago. Once while he was dreaming, it appeared as if an angel addressed him, saying: "Your way of thinking is pleasing to the Creator, but not your way of acting." Yet he was so zealous in the performance of the Khazarian religion that he devoted himself with a perfect heart to the service of the [shamanist] temple and sacrifices. The angel returned to the king on another night and repeated: "Your way of thinking is pleasing to God, but not your way of acting." This caused the king to consider the different beliefs and religions and to finally become a convert to Judaism together with many other Khazars. As I found among the arguments of the rabbi many which appealed to me and were in harmony with my own opinions, I resolved to write them down exactly as they had been spoken. 

When the king of Khazaria (as is related) dreamt that his way of thinking was agreeable to God, but not his way of acting, and was commanded in the same dream to seek the God-pleasing work, he asked a philosopher about his religious persuasion. The philosopher replied: "There is no favor or dislike in [the nature of] God, because He is above desire and intention. A desire intimates a want in the person who feels it, and not until it is satisfied does he become 'complete'. If it remains unfulfilled, he lacks completion. In a similar way He is, in the opinion of philosophers, above the knowledge of individuals.... If the philosophers say that He created you, they only use a metaphor, because He is the Cause of causes in the creation of all creatures, but not because this was His intention from the beginning.... For the world is without beginning.... The Active Intellect, however, is always successful. This degree is the last and most longed-for goal for the perfect man whose soul, after having been purified, has grasped the inward truths of all branches of science, and has thus become equal to an angel.... Thus the soul of the perfect man and that Intellect become One, without concern for the decay of his body or his organs, because he becomes united to the other. His soul is cheerful while he is alive, because it enjoys the company of Hermes, Asclepios, Socrates, Plato, and Aristotle; he and they, as well as everyone who shares their degree, and the Active Intellect, are one thing. This is what is called 'Pleasure of God'. Endeavor to reach it and the true knowledge of things, so that your intellect may become active, not passive...." 

The Khazar king responded: "Your words are convincing, yet they do not correspond to what I wish to find. I already know that my soul is pure and that my actions are intended to gain God's favor. To all this I received the answer that this way of action does not find favor, even though the intention does. There must, no doubt, be a certain way of acting, pleasing by its very nature, but not through the medium of intentions. If this is not the case, then why do Christians and Muslims, who divide the inhabited world between them, fight with one another, each of them serving his God with pure intention, living either as monks or hermits, fasting and praying? Yet they go against each other and commit murders, believing all the while that this is a most pious work and that it brings them closer to God. They fight in the belief that paradise and eternal bliss will be their reward. It is, however, impossible to agree with both." 

The philosopher replied: "The philosophers' creed knows no manslaughter, as they only cultivate the intellect." 

....After his discussion with the philosopher, the Khazar king said to himself: "I will ask the Christians and Muslims, since one of these persuasions is, no doubt, the God-pleasing one. As regards the Jews, they are low in status, few in number, and generally despised." He then invited a Christian scholar, and asked him questions concerning the theory and practice of his faith.... 

Then the Khazar king said: "I do not see any logical conclusion here; indeed, logic rejects most of what you have said.... I cannot accept these things... My duty is to investigate further." He then invited an Islamic mullah [to his court], questioning him regarding his doctrine and observance.... 

The mullah said: "Is not our Book full of the stories of Moses and the Children of Israel? No one can deny what He did to Pharaoh, how He divided the sea, saved those who enjoyed His favor, but drowned those who had aroused His wrath...." 

The Khazar king said: "Indeed, I see myself compelled to ask the Jews, because they are the relic of the Children of Israel. For I see that they constitute in themselves the evidence for the divine law on earth." He then invited a Jewish rabbi [to his court] and asked him about his belief. 

The rabbi replied: "I believe in the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, who led the children of Israel out of Egypt with signs and miracles; who fed them in the desert and gave them the land, after having made them traverse the sea and the Jordan in a miraculous way; who sent Moses with His law, and subsequently thousands of prophets, who confirmed His law by promises to the observant, and threats to the disobedient. Our belief is comprised in the Torah - a very large domain." (A long conversation between the rabbi and the king follows) 



Excerpts from CHAPTER 2: 

After this [conversation] the Khazar king, as is related in the history of the Khazars, was anxious to reveal to his vizier in the mountains of Warsan [Varshan, near Balanjar] the secret of his dream and its repetition, in which he was urged to seek the God-pleasing deed. The king and his vizier travelled to the deserted mountains on the seashore, and arrived one night at the cave in which some Jews used to celebrate the Sabbath. They disclosed their identity to them, embraced their religion, were circumcized in the cave, and then returned to their country, eager to learn the Jewish law. They kept their conversion secret, however, until they found an opportunity of disclosing the fact gradually to a few of their special friends. When the number had increased, they made the affair public, and induced the rest of the Khazars to embrace the Jewish faith. They sent to various countries for scholars and books, and studied the Torah. Their chronicles also tell of their prosperity, how they beat their foes, conquered their lands, secured great treasures, how their army swelled to hundreds of thousands, how they loved their faith, and fostered such love for the Holy House that they erected a tabernacle in the shape of that built by Moses. They also honored and cherished the Israelites who lived among them. While the king studied the Torah and the books of the prophets, he employed the rabbi as his teacher, and asked him many questions on Hebrew matters. The first of these questions referred to the names and attributes ascribed to God and their anthromorphistic forms, which are unmistakeably objectionable alike both to reason and to law.... 



Adapted from the English translation of The Kuzari by Hartwig Hirschfeld, published in 1905 by George Routledge and Sons, Ltd. 



Maps of the Khazar kingdom from 300 c.e. to 1000 c.e. 





        The following are a series of historic maps depicting various periods of time in Khazarian history.  The maps below are preview maps, they link to an enlarged version.  They are about 400k in size.  They were designed to be viewed on  an  overhead  projector,  not a  computer  that  is  why  some  of  the  text is small, and why the maps are so big. 

*
      Note: The borders shown on these maps are approximate borders; the actual line of control often fluctuated from year to year.  Areas marked as 'tributaries' are the outmost regions the Khazars extracted tribute from, but did not necessarily  'govern' or claim  rights to for  any serious length of time.   The outmost  regions  the  Khazars  retrieved plunder are far beyond the tributaries. 
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        Rise of Khazaria....600 - 850 C.E. 
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        Fall of Khazaria......850 - 965 C.E. 
  




This map series won the V I C E - P R O V O S T    A W A R D     F O R    A C H I E V E M E N T   At the second annual University of California Undergraduate Slavic Research Conference held at UCLA on May 1, 1999 



uclaUniversity of California at Los Angeles 
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Near Eastern Studies Department http://www.humnet.ucla.edu/humnet/nelc/nelc.html 
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K H A Z A R I A   A N D   R E L A T E D  A R T I C L E S


K H A Z A R I A N    H I S T O R Y    N O T E S 
 
 

        These are my notes, organized in chronological order. They are intended to be used as a quick (but detailed) academic reference.  A greater portion of these notes deal with the events that lead up the the empire's greatness, as such there is already a great deal of information dealing with the empire's decline.  I did this back in May of 1999, it's not up to my present standards but I knew more then about the subject than now, so I haven't gone back to revise the material. 
  
  
  

• Pre-history 

1 China 

a) One of the earliest agrarian societies, has had a long history of problems with nomadic tribes of the Eurasian steppes. The Chinese were experienced in battle with the nomads and eventually drove them westward. 

2 Invasion 

b) Unlike the western agrarians, the Chinese likely knew Nomadic culture, their migration routes, and how to engage and defeat them in battle 

1. Eventually the Chinese defeated the nomads, and forced them out of the region 

2. The nomads relied on their mobility for protection. they were only part time specialists in fighting, and were no match for the recourses of agrarian China. 

c) As these nomadic tribes, moved westward, they found agrarian societies who were no match for them. 

* We see these classic (moving target v.s. still target) episodes which would dominate the conflicts of this era. Nomads could invade, loot, and destroy villages and then retreat back into the grasslands.  For the agrarian societies to rebel, they had to go out and find these nomads who could be anywhere, making offensive military campaigns almost impossible. 2. only in later centuries do the western agrarians come to understand nomadic military tactics, and later defeat those not already in the process of becoming agruarianized. 
  
  

3 Empire of the white Huns (350-550) 

a) In the year 350 the Huns (the first of the many nomadic tribes from the grasslands [steppes] of northwest China) arrive in the region of Transoxania. 

1. Transoxania is a region located south of the Aral sea. It is named after the river that runs through it, the Oxus river(now called Amu Darya) Oxus is only a Historic name. 

1.1 A Greek colony existed here in the times B.C. however was thought to be destroyed by Indians and had no influence on Hun culture 

1.2 This is a research frontier, in the history of Transoxania. 

b) As the Huns move toward the Caspian sea and farther South, they drive the Persians south, or may have absorbed them (into Hun culture). 

The Persians and Huns get involved in many conflicts over the years, before forming any alliances. 

1. In 392 A.D. the Huns aid the Persians in an attack on Roman Mesopotamia. 

c) Over time many other tribes appear in what is now south Russia. They are believed to be offspring of the Huns and or other nomadic tribes from the east. 

These tribes include the Bulgars, Avars, Uguars, and Khazars*. see arrows on map ‘pre-history’ 
  
  

d) The greatest leader of the Hun Empire was Attila, His death in 550 A.D. causes the empire to fall. 

4 Western Turkish [Tirkut]   {AKA Turkut*}   Kingdom (550-650) 

a) Attila’s death creates a power vacuum for eastern Europe. 

These various pastoral nomads are longer are forced to pay tribute to the Huns. This allows for less energy devoted to doing so. For pastoral societies to pay tribute, Trade for currency as well as giving up actual livestock must take place. If tribute isn't given the threat of a Hun army invasion, accompanied with fellow tribes under the same Hun tutelage is eminent. 

1. The Avars and Uigurs move westward, the Avars then occupy the northern shores of the Danube River. 

2. The Khazars are contempt with their occupied region, located between the Black Sea and the Caspian Sea. 

2.1 With good reason; The Khazars frequently raid the region south of them, Georgia. They would raid cities and collect rich plunder, for the area wasn’t occupied by either Rome or Persia. 

2.2 The Khazars do not move westward. 

b) The various pastoral (Turkish) tribes soon realize the need to form an alliance, to defend themselves against the threats offered by Byzantium and other ‘civilized’ societies. 

They form what became known as the Western Turkish Empire, aka Turkut Kingdom. The leader of this kingdom was called a *Kagan, the Khazars were to adopt this name and use it in reference to their rulers. 

1. This (Turkish empire) was really nothing more than a mere continuation of the Hun empire. The map shows both empires side by side, however; please note that one preceded the other. 

c) During this time (in 627 A.D.) the Roman [or east Roman AKA Byzantium] Empire began to campaign against Persia. Under the Emperor Heraclius. They invaded the Persian provinces of eastern Mesopotamia. The Khazars (still part of the Turkish Empire - not yet fully independent) sent 40,000 horsemen to the aid of the East Roman (Byzantium); see on map ‘pre-history’ 

1. The Kagan (Khazar Ruler) became impatient with the cautious(slow) pace of the Romans, and left to invade Tbilisi. The raid on Tables (now the capital of Georgia[the former soviet republic; not the southern U.S. state] was unsuccessful, and the Khazars returned home. 

1.1 The Georgians had suffered Khazar invasions for several years, and got wise to the situation, they fortified their capital city> Tbilisi. 



d) Rise of Islam (632-633) under the Arab conquests. 

1. A year after Prophet Muhammad’s death [pabbuh] 632 A.D. ; ten years after the Hegira (the migration of the Muslim community from Mecca to Madinah ([then called Yathrib] 622 A.D.) and starting point of the Islamic [lunar] calendar; the Muslims conquered the Arabian peninsula, and parts of north Africa and Asia Minor, as well as Persia (now called Iran). 

1.1. The region was now transformed by three new superpowers; The Byzantine Empire, The Umayyad Caliphate, and the emerging Khazarian Empire. 
  
  

` 1.2. In 680 A.D. the Grandson of Prophet (Hussayen) is slaughtered at Karbala. The Party of Prophets son in law {Ali ibn Abi Talib} is born. The party (Shiat-Ali) or Shi’ias begin their struggle for independence from the Umayyad Caliphate. They play a key role in the political situation involving the Arab-Khazar wars. The Arabs may have ‘turned back’ in 737 [the Arabs defeated the Khazars and reached Darband,(Derbant) but decided not to take over, but rather to leave the area north of the Caucasus] because of internal problems with the Caliphate. These ‘problems’ likely involved Shi’ia uprisings in their city Kufa, now located in Iraq, also called An-Najaf 




  

• Rise of Khazaria 

1 Hellenization / The Greek influence 

a) It is often presumed the Khazars learned Agriculture from the Greeks living in the area around the Euxine (Black Sea). The Greeks developed several colonies in the area during the 700’s. Most of these colonies were located on the Crimean Peninsula. 

1. These include; Theodosia, Kimmerikon, Nymphaion, Hermonassa, Phanagoria, Mirmekion, Tyritake, and Pantikapaion. 

1.1 These colonies served as cornerstones for cities like Dores, Kirch, and Tamatarkha. 

b) As agriculture developed the Khazars were able to develop settlements, Build Castles and establish a permanent foothold in the region. 

2 Caste 

a) Over time the Khazars developed a stratified social system. Two economic classes emerge within the culture. 

1. The higher class; the Ak-Khazars and the lower class; the Kara Khazars There are many different theories pertaining to this aspect of The Khazar Heritage. Some suggest this Caste was nothing more than a class system; not strictly divided by birth status. 

2 The Ak-Khazars or ‘White Khazars’ were said to be fair skinned and beautiful like women, with long braided hair. 

The Kara-Khazars (according to Arab writers) were described as ugly and as dark as Indians 

4 Arab-Khazar wars 

a) The Soviet historians have given the Khazars their place in history as a people who fought Arab invasion and the Proselytization of Islam. For many years their conversion to Judaism was ignored by Russian historians. 

b) The wars began in 651 and ended in 737 with Arab victory. 

c) The Abbasid Caliphate began to suffer from internal conflicts, and in 737 A.D., their armies were called back, and a campaign against eastern Europe never got under way 
  
  
  
  

d) In 730 the Khazars began their destructive campaign on the Chalphate. The Khazars attacked the city of Ardabil, and got as far as Mosul. (see map ‘Rise of Khazaria’) 

e) The Khazar army was finally pushed back by a fresh Army while on their way to Dimasq (Damascus). 

f) In 732 The future Emperor Constantine V married a Khazar princess. Their son Leo IV, known as Leo the Khazar ruled the throne. 
  
  

5 Expansion 

a) With the Arab wars of the early 700s behind them, the Khazars could now direct their attention to the north. They began several conquests in the Dnieper River valley. The Khazars extracted tribute from several nations stretching (at one time or another) to the Aral sea, the Urals and as far west as the Danube. Eventually they sacked Kiev in 840, extracting rich tribute from its Slavic population 
  
  

7 Conversion to Judaism 

b) Bulan The first Khazar Kagan [King] and his conversion story. The story first appears in the Kazari published in 1700s*? 
  
  

c) many different story lines exist to tell the story. 

1. Yehudah ha-Levi (c. 1080-1141). 

1.1 an angel appears to Bulan and tells him "Your way of thinking is pleasing to God, but not your way of acting." 

1.2 Bulan consults a philosopher, and informs him of his idea; that either the Christian or Muslim religion is the right way of ‘acting’ 

1.3 Bulan consults a christen sage and says "I do not see any logical conclusion here; indeed, logic rejects most of what you have said.... I cannot accept these things... My duty is to investigate further." 

1.4 He then invited an Islamic mullah [to his court], questioning him regarding his doctrine and observance. After talking to the Mullah he said "Indeed, I see myself compelled to ask the Jews, because they are the relic of the Children of Israel. For I see that they constitute in 

themselves the evidence for the divine law on earth." 

1.5 (after inviting the rabbi) The rabbi replied: "I believe in the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, who led the children of Israel out of Egypt with signs and miracles; 

1.6 After this [conversation] the Khazar king traveled to the caucuses (mountains) and came upon a cave where Jews had observed the Sabbath The King was circumcised. The King only revealed this to his special friends and when his community of Jews had increased (several more upper-class Khazars then converted) he made the affair public 

d) Another story involves the Khazar king inviting three sages to his court. A Christian, Muslim and Jewish sage were summoned. The Jew was said to already be at his disposal [Koestler] and only the other 2 were summoned. The three of them argued and the story goes.......** 

e) The other theory is based on a Jewish manuscript that said the Khazars converted when an Army general became king. 
  
  
  
  

• Fall of Khazaria 

        I do not have a good set of notes ready at this time that I can show - dealing with the fall of the empire.  To truly understand the  downfall, and how and why the events took place, one would have to understand the complicated political intricacies that played a part, even before the Vikings showed up on the scene.  The map labeled 'the fall of Khazaria' should be self explanatory.   I used The Thirteenth Tribe by Arthur Koestler, and The Khazaria Info Center hosted by Kevin Brook to make that map.  It will show step by step the campaign made by the Vikings as they conquered the scene.  The "Muslim Victory" shown on the map deals with the Khazar Muslims and their war with the Vikings (a revenge campaign against the Vikings for invading the Caspian Sea and pillaging Muslim communities within land accessible by the Caspian Sea).  I wanted to make clear this battle [which took place in the Volga Delta] was not fought by the Abbasid Caliphate. 

        Please refer to the Mother page www.khazaria.com for further information on the empire's fall. 
  

O T H E R   H I S T O R I C   M A P S 
....Historic maps of Ukraine................................http://www.city.sumy.ua/history/ukraine.html 
....Crusader states c.e.1100...............................http://ccat.sas.upenn.edu/~rs143/sultan.jpg 
....Georgia 1683 (country not state)...................http://www.raremaps.com/maps/big/3187.jpg 
....The Muslim east in the1200's........................http://ccat.sas.upenn.edu/~rs143/meast.jpg 
....Safavid Persia in 1500's - 1600's..................http://ccat.sas.upenn.edu/~rs143/timurid.jpg 
....Eastern Europe 19th Century (1882)............http://www.feefhs.org/maps/indexmap.html 
....Provinces of the Roman Empire 120 C.E....http://www.dalton.org/groups/Rome/RMap.html 
...U N I V E R S I T Y   O F   T E X A S   A T   A U S T I N 
...........The foremost source of historic maps from various periods of history 
........historic map index -   http://www.lib.utexas.edu/maps/map_sites/hist_sites.html 



O T H E R  H I S T O R I C  M A P S  b y  R I C H A R D  B U R D 
....The Muslim east during the first half of the 13th century................ 
[image: image29.jpg]



This map I did for another history project.  If you are a publisher or 
University professor and are in need of graphics consulting please 
e-mail me.  Although I am a starving student I work for free, 
([for good referrals] :) 




email:RichardBurd@yahoo.com 
 

Medieval Sourcebook: 
The Medieval Jewish Kingdom of the Khazars, 740-1259



[Marcus Introduction] About the year 740, many of the Khazars, a powerful Turkish tribe occupying the steppes of southern Russia, became converts to Judaism. More than two centuries later, the report of the existence of this Jewish kingdom aroused the curiosity of Hasdai ibn Shaprut (about 915-970). Ibn Shaprut was not only the personal physician of the Spanish Califs Abd-al-Rahman III (912-961) and his son Hakam II (961-976) but was also inspector-general of customs and an adviser in foreign affairs. To satisfy his curiosity he wrote to the ruler of the Khazars about 960 and some time later received an answer from Joseph, the reigning king. The letters of Hasdai and Joseph, both originally written in Hebrew, are given below in extract. 

Fragments of the Khazar kingdom persisted into the thirteenth century. 

See the Web site - Khazaria Information Center 
1: THE LETTER OF RABBI HASDAI, SON OF ISAAC IBN SHAPRUT, TO THE KING OF THE KHAZARS, about 960 

I, Hasdai, son of Isaac, son of Ezra, belonging to the exiled Jews of Jerusalem in Spain, a servant of my lord the King, bow to the earth before him and prostrate myself towards the abode of your Majesty from a distant land. I rejoice in your tranquillity and magnificence and stretch forth my hands to God in heaven that He may prolong your reign in Israel.... 

Praise be to the beneficent God for His mercy towards me! Kings of the earth, to whom his [Abd-al-Rahman's] magnificence and power are known, bring gifts to him, conciliating his favor by costly presents, such as the King of the Franks, the King of the Gebalim, who are Germans, the King of Constantinople, and others. All their gifts pass through my hands, and I am charged with making gifts in return. [Ibn Shaprut, who knew several languages, received these embassies.] Let my lips express praise to the God of heaven, who so far extends His lovingkindness towards me, without any merit of my own, but in the fullness of His mercies! 

I always ask the ambassadors of these monarchs who bring gifts about our brethren the Israelites, the remnant of the captivity, whether they have heard anything concerning the deliverance of those who have languished in bondage and have found no rest. [He was anxious to know if the "lost ten tribes" existed as an independent Jewish state anywhere.] 

At length mercantile emissaries of Khorasan [a land southeast of the Caspian Sea] told me that there is a kingdom of Jews which is called Al-Chazar. But I did not believe these words for I thought that they told me such things to procure my goodwill and favor. I was therefore wondering, till the ambassadors of Constantinople came [between 944 and 949] with presents and a letter from their king to our king, and I interrogated them concerning this matter, 

They answered me: "It is quite true, and the name of that kingdom is Al-Chazar. It is a fifteen days' journey by sea from Constantinople, but by land many nations intervene between us; the name of the king now reigning is Joseph; ships sometimes come from their country to ours bringing fish, skins, and wares of every kind [The Khazars, great traders, got their wares from the Russians to the north.] The men are our confederates and are honored by us; there is communication between us by embassies and mutual gifts; they are very powerful; they maintain numerous armies with which they occasionally engage in expeditions." When I heard this report I was encouraged, my hands were strengthened, and my hope was confirmed. Thereupon I bowed down and adored the God of heaven. [Hasdai was happy: Christians could no longer say the Jews were without a country as a punishment for their rejection of Jesus.].... 

I pray for the health of my lord the King, of his family, and of his house, and that his throne may be established for ever. Let his days and his sons' days be prolonged in the midst of Israel! 

II. THE LETTER OF JOSEPH THE KING, SON OF AARON THE KING, THE TURK-MAY HIS CREATOR PRESERVE HIM TO THE HEAD OF THE ASSEMBLY, HASDAI, THE SON OF ISAAC, SON OF EZRA-about 960 

....I wish to inform you that your beautifully phrased letter was given us by Isaac, son of Eliezer, a Jew of the land of Germany [Isaac carried it through Germany, Hungary, and Russia to Khazaria.] You made us happy and we are delighted with your understanding and wisdom.... Let us, therefore, renew the diplomatic relations that once obtained between our fathers, and let us transmit this heritage to our children. [Joseph believed the Khazars had once had diplomatic relations with the Spanish Arabs.] 

You ask us also in your epistle: "Of what people, of what family, and of what tribe are you?" Know that we are descended from Japhet, through his son Togarmah. [In Jewish literature Togarmah is the father of all the Turks.] I have found in the genealogical books of my ancestors that Togarmah had ten sons. These are their names: the eldest was Ujur, the second Tauris, the third Avar, the fourth Uauz, the fifth Bizal, the sixth Tarna, the seventh Khazar, the eighth Janur, the ninth Bulgar, the tenth Sawir. [These are the mythical founders of tribes that once lived in the neighborhood of the Black and Caspian Seas.] I am a descendant of Khazar, the seventh son. 

I have a record that although our fathers were few in number, the Holy One blessed be He, gave them strength, power, and might so that they were able to carry on war after war with many nations who were more powerful and numerous than they. By the help of God they drove them out and took possession of their country. Upon some of them they have imposed forced labor even to this very day. The land [along the Volga] in which I now live was formerly occupied by the Bulgarians. Our ancestors, the Khazars, came and fought with them, and, although these Bulgarians were as numerous as the sand on the shores of the sea, they could not withstand the Khazars. So they left their country and fled while the Khazars pursued them as far as the Danube River. Up to this very day the Bulgars camp along the Danube and are close to Constantinople. The Khazars have occupied their land up till now. [The Khazars, known since the second century, dominated southern Russia during the early Middle Ages. ] 

After this, several generations passed until a certain King arose whose name was Bulan. He was a wise and God-fearing man, trusting in his Creator with all his heart. He expelled the wizards and idolaters from the land and took refuge in the shadow of his wings . . . After this his fame was spread broadcast. [Bulan probably ruled about 740. He was the first Jewish Khazar ruler. ] The king of the Byzantines and the Arabs who had heard of him sent their envoys and ambassadors with great riches and many great presents to the King as well as some of their wise men with the object of converting him to their own religion. [The Byzantines and Arabs hoped to stop the raids of the Khazars by converting them.] 

But the King-may his soul be bound up in the bundle of life With the Lord his God-being wise, sent for a learned Israelite. the King searched, inquired, and investigated carefully and brought the sages together that they might argue about their respective religions. Each of them refuted, however, the arguments of his opponent so that they could not agree. When the King saw this he said to them: "Go home, but return to me on the third day…" 

On the third day he called all the sages together and said to them. "Speak and argue with one another and make clear to me which is the best religion." They began to dispute with one another without arriving at any results until the King said to the Christian priest "What do you think? Of the religion of the Jews and the Muslims, which is to be preferred?" The priest answered: "The religion of the Israelites is better than that of the Muslims." 

The King then asked the kadi [a Muslim judge and scholar]: "What do you say? Is the religion of the Israelites, or that of the Christians preferable?" The kadi answered: "The religion of the Israelites is preferable." 

Upon this the King said: "If this is so, you both have admitted with your own mouths that the religion of the Israelites is better Wherefore, trusting in the mercies of God and the power of the Almighty, I choose the religion of Israel, that is, the religion of Abraham. If that God in whom I trust, and in the shadow of whose wings I find refuge, will aid me, He can give me without labor the money, the gold, and the silver which you have promised me. As for you all, go now in peace to your land." [This account of Bulan's conversion is apparently legendary. Another Hebrew source tells us that Judaism was adopted by the Khazars when a Jewish general was made king. Jewish fugitives from Constantinople also made many converts in Khazaria.] 

From that time on the Almighty helped Bulan, fortified him, and strengthened him. He circumcised himself, his servants, attendants, and ail his people. [Arabic sources say the royal family and nobility became Jews, but only a part of the people.] Then Bulan sent for and brought from all places wise men of Israel who interpreted the Torah for him and arranged the precepts in order, and up to this very day we have been subject to this religion. May God's name be blessed and may His remembrance be exalted for ever! 

Since that day [about 740], when my fathers entered into this religion, the God of Israel has humbled all of their enemies, subjecting every folk and tongue round about them, whether Christian, Muslim, or pagan. No one has been able to stand before them to this day [about 960]. All of them are tributary. [But only about ten years later Joseph was defeated by the Russians, 969.] 

After the days of Bulan there arose one of his descendants, a king Obodiah by name, who reorganized the kingdom and established the Jewish religion properly and correctly. He built synagogues and schools, brought in Jewish scholars, and rewarded them with gold and silver. [:The Jewish scholars could have come from Bagdad and Constantinople.] They explained to him the Bible, Mishnah, Talmud and the order of divine services. The King was a man who revered and loved the Torah. He was one of the true servants of God. May the Divine Spirit give him rest! 

He was succeeded by Hezekiah, his son; next to him was Manasseh, his son; next to him was Hanukkah, the brother of Obadiah; next Isaac, his son; afterwards, his son Zebulun; then his son Moses; then his son Nissi; then his son Aaron; then his son Menahem; then his son Benjamin; then his son Aaron II; and I, Joseph, the son of Aaron the King, am King, the son of a King, and the descendant of kings. [These kings probably had Turkish names besides their Hebrew ones.] No stranger can occupy the throne of my ancestors: the son succeeds the father. This has been our custom and the custom of our forefathers since they have come into existence. May it be the gracious will of Him who appoints all kings that the throne of my kingdom shall endure to all eternity. 

You have also asked me about the affairs of my country and the extent of my empire. I wish to inform you that I dwell by the banks of the river known as the Itil [Volga]. At the mouth of the river lies the Caspian Sea. The headwaters of the river turn eastward, a journey of four months distance. 

Alongside the river dwell many tribes in cities and towns, in open as well as fortified places.... Bear in mind that I dwell at the delta of the Itil and, by God's help, I guard the mouth of the river and do not permit the Russians who come in ships to enter into the Caspian so as to get at the Muslims. Nor do I allow any of their [the Muslims'] enemies who come by land to penetrate as far as Derbend [Derbend, an Arab city, was the gate through which the nomads in Russia hoped to rush through and raid the rich towns of Asia Minor.] I have to wage war with them, for if I would give them any chance at all they would lay waste the whole land of the Muslims as far as Baghdad. . . 

You have also asked me about the place where I live. I wish to inform you that, by the grace of God, I dwell alongside this river On which there are situated three capital cities. The queen dwells in one of them; it is my birthplace. It is quite large, built round like a Circle, the diameter of which is fifty parasangs. [The King lived in an island in the Volga; there were also towns on both banks. ] 

Jews, Christians, and Moslems live in the second city. Besides these there are many slaves of all nations in it. It is of medium size, eight square parasangs in length and breadth. 

In the third I reside with my princes, officers, servants, cupbearers and those who are close to me. It is round in shape and its diameter is three parasangs. The river flows within its walls. This is my residence during the winter. From the month of Nisan [March-April] on we leave the city and each one goes forth to his vineyards, fields and to his work.... 

You mention in your letter that you yearn to see my face. I also would very much like to see your pleasant countenance and the rare beauty of your wisdom and greatness. Would that it were according to your word. If it were granted me to be associated with you and to behold your honored, charming, and pleasant countenance then you would be my father and I your son. According to your command would all my people be ruled, and according to your ord and discreet counsel would I conduct all my affairs. Farewell. 
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