The Zohar

ENCYCLOPEDIC THEOSOPHICAL GLOSSARY , Gottfried de Purucker

Zohar, Sepher haz-Zohar (Hebrew) [from zohar light, splendor] Book of the light; the principal work or compendium of the Qabbalists, forming with the Book of Creation (Sepher Yetsirah) the main canon of the Qabbalah. It is written largely in Chaldean interspersed with Hebrew, and is in the main a running commentary on the Pentateuch. Interwoven are a number of highly significant sections or books scattered apparently at random through the volumes: sometimes incorporated as parallel columns to the text, at other times as separate portions. 

These auxiliary books, so casually appended to the text as we now have it, are considered by Qabbalists to be the chief contribution of the Zohar. The following form the bulk of the Zoharic writings outside of the commentary itself, as found in present editions, though in one or two editions a few additional fragments of minor importance are included: 

1. Tosephta' (Additions or supplements); 

2. Heichaloth (Mansions, Abodes) usually enumerated as seven, describing the structure of the upper and lower realms; 

3. Sithrei Torah (Mysteries or Secrets of the Law [Pentateuch]) describing the evolution of the Sephiroth; 

4. Midrash Han-Ne`elam (The Hidden Interpretation), deducing esoteric doctrine from the narratives in the Pentateuch; 

5. Ra`ya' Meheimna' (The Faithful Shepherd), recording discussions between Moses the faithful shepherd, the prophet Elijah, and Rabbi Shim`on ben Yohai (the reputed compiler of the Zohar); 

6. Razei deRazin (Secrets of Secrets), a treatise on physiognomy and higher psychology; 

7. Saba' deMishpatim (The Aged in Decisions, Judgments), the Aged One or Scholar is Elijah who discourses with Yohai on the doctrine of metempsychosis; 

8. Siphra' di-Tseni`utha' (The Book of the Mysteries), discourses on cosmogony and demonology; 

9. Ha-'Idra' Rabba' Qaddisha' (The Great Holy Assembly), discourses of Rabbi Yohai to his disciples on the form of the deity and on pneumatology; 

10. Yenoqa' (The Youth), discourses on the mysteries of ablutions by a young man of such high talent that he was thought to be of superhuman origin; 

11. Ha-'Irda' Zuta' Qaddisha' (The Lesser Holy Assembly), discourses on the Sephiroth to six disciples. 

The Zohar was compiled by Rabbi Simeon Ben-Iochai, and completed by his son Rabbi Eleazar, and his secretary Rabbi Abba. "But voluminous as is the work, and containing as it does the main points of the secret and oral tradition, it still does not embrace it all. It is well known that this venerable kabalist [Simeon] never imparted the most important points of his doctrine otherwise than orally, and to a very limited number of friends and disciples, including his only son. Therefore, without the final initiation into the Mercaba the study of the Kabala will be ever incomplete, . . . Since the death of Simeon Ben-Iochai this hidden doctrine has remained an inviolate secret for the outside worlds" (IU 2:348-9). 

The Zohar contains the universal wisdom or theosophy of the ages. Nevertheless it "teaches practical occultism more than any other work on that subject; not as it is translated though, and commented upon by its various critics, but with the secret signs on its margins. These signs contain the hidden instructions, apart form the metaphysical interpretations and apparent absurdities . . ." (IU 2:350). The present "approximation of the Zohar was written by Moses de Leon in the 13th century. "Mistaken is he who accepts the Kabalistic works of to-day, and the interpretations of the Zohar by the Rabbis, for the genuine Kabalistic lore of old! For no more to-day than in the day of Frederick von Schelling does the Kabala accessible to Europe and America, contain much more than 'ruins and fragments, much distorted remnants still of that primitive system which is the key to all religious systems' . . . The oldest system and the Chaldean Kabala were identical. The latest renderings of the Zohar are those of the Synagogue in the early centuries -- i.e., the Thorah, dogmatic and uncompromising" (SD 2:461-2). 

The Zohar has been widely studied by European mystical and other scholars for centuries past, and many speculations have been made by these scholars as to its age, some affirming with perfect truth that the roots or origins of the Qabbalah go back into the very night of time and are probably to be traced to now unknown originals in ancient Chaldea, while others points out that in several places the Zohar mentions facts of history that have taken place in Europe after the beginning of the Christian era, such as the Crusades, and the mentioning of the Massoretic vowel points which came into use at the time of the Rabbi Mocha, 570 AD, the mention of a comet which can be proved by the context to have appeared in 1264, etc. Moses de Leon was probably the first to edit or give to the world the volume of the Zohar as we now have it considered as a whole. We thus have a work of progressive compilation, the form in which it has reached our hands showing the labor of several, if not many, minds since the beginning of the Christian era, but which nevertheless in its typically Chaldean thought and manner of envisioning religious and philosophical principles prove it to have come down from an unknown time in Chaldean history. 

Zoolatry [from Greek zoon animal + latreia worship] Animal worship; animal symbols are found in all religions, as in the religions of ancient Egypt and in Christianity, as the dove and the lamb. The Maharajas of the four quarters of space are sometimes represented as elephants; most of the zodiacal signs are animals, as the name implies. These symbols should not be regarded as arbitrarily chosen on account of a fancied resemblance: the animals are actually emblems, if not in all cases manifestations, of the powers in question. It is the same with plants and stones: they are not emblems only but actually enshrine certain occult qualities. If plants may have medicinal virtues, and stones possess magical powers, why may not animals have the same? The phrase animal worship implies that the veneration has often been transferred from the power to its symbol or emblem, as in the case of idolatry. 

Yet no polished or cultivated nation of antiquity, no more so than the Christians today, worshiped these animal emblems as otherwise than figurations, or also at times as manifestations, of cosmic powers or beings -- end-products of divine cosmic originants. Man himself falls into the same category, not only as being an offspring of the gods, but as an end-product of a divine hierarchy manifesting in greater or less degree the spiritual-divine attributes, functions, faculties, and powers of his sublime ancestors or parents. 
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THEOSOPHICAL GLOSSARY
BY: H.P. BLAVATSKY

Zohar, or Sohar. A compendium of Kabbalistic .Theosophy, which shares with the Sepher Yetzirah the reputation of being the oldest extant treatise on the Hebrew esoteric religious doctrines. Tradition assigns its authorship to Rabbi Simeon ben Jochai, A.D. 80, but modern criticism is inclined to believe that a very large portion of the volume is no older than 1280, when it was certainly edited and published by Rabbi Moses de Leon, of Guadalaxara in Spain. The reader should consult the references to these two names. In Lucifer (Vol. I., p. 141 will be found also notes on this subject: further discussion will be attainable in the works of Zunz, Graetz, Jost, Steinschneider, Frankel and Ginsburg. The work of Franck (in French) upon the Kabalah may be referred to with advantage. The truth seems to lie in a middle path, viz., that while Moses de Leon was the first to produce the volume as a whole, yet a large part of some of its constituent tracts consists of traditional dogmas and illustrations, which have come down from the time of Simeon ben Jochai and the Second Temple. There are portions of the doctrines of the Zohar which bear the impress of Chaldee thought and civilization, to which the Jewish race had been exposed in the Babylonish captivity. Yet on the other hand, to condemn the theory that it is ancient in its entirety, it is noticed that the Crusades are mentioned; that a quotation is made from a hymn by Ibn Gebirol, A.D. 1050; that the asserted author, Simeon ben Jochai, is spoken of as more eminent than Moses; that it mentions the vowel-points, which did not come into use until Rabbi :Mocha (A.D.570) introduced them to fix the pronunciation of words as a help to his pupils, and lastly, that it mentions a comet which can be proved by the evidence of the context to have appeared in 1264

There is no English translation of the Zohar as a whole, nor even a Latin one. The Hebrew editions obtainable are those of Mantua, 1558;
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Cremona, 1560; and Lublin, 1623. The work of Knorr von, Rosenroth called Kabbala Denudata includes several of the treatises of the Zohar, but not all of them, both in Hebrew and Latin. MacGregor Mathers has published an English translation of three of these treatises, the Book of Concealed Mystery, the Greater and the Lesser Holy Assembly, and his work includes an original introduction to the subject.

The principal tracts included in the Zohar are:-- “The Hidden Midrash”, “The Mysteries of the Pentateuch”, “The Mansions and Abodes of Paradise and Gaihinnom”, “The Faithful Shepherd”, “The Secret of Secrets”, “Discourse of the Aged in Mishpatim” (punishment of souls), “The Januka or Discourse of the Young Man”, and “The Tosephta and Mathanithan”, which are additional essays on Emanation and the Sephiroth, in addition to the three important treatises mentioned above. In this storehouse may be found the origin of all the later developments of Kabbalistic teaching. [w.w.w.]
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Compiled by Scott J. Osterhage

TG Zohar, or Sohar. A compendium of Kabbalistic Theosophy, which shares with the Sepher Yetzirah the reputation of being the oldest extant treatise on the Hebrew esoteric religious doctrines. Tradition assigns its authorship to Rabbi Simeon ben Jochai, A.D. 80, but modern criticism is inclined to believe that a very large portion of the volume is no older than 1280, when it was certainly edited and published by Rabbi Moses de Leon, of Guadalaxara in Spain. The reader should consult the references to these two names. In Lucifer (Vol. I., p. 141) will be found also notes on this subject: further discussion will be attainable in the works of Zunz, Graetz, Jost, Steinschneider, Frankel and Ginsburg. The work of Franck (in French) upon the Kabalah may be referred to with advantage. The truth seems to lie in a middle path, viz., that while Moses de Leon was the first to produce the volume as a whole, yet a large part of some of its constituent tracts consists of traditional dogmas and illustrations, which have come down from the time of Simeon ben Jochai and the Second Temple. There are portions of the doctrines of the Zohar which bear the impress of Chaldee thought and civilization, to which the Jewish race had been exposed in the Babylonish captivity. Yet on the other hand, to condemn the theory that it is ancient in its entirety, it is noticed that the Crusades are mentioned; that a quotation is made from a hymn by Ibn Gebirol, A.D. 1050; that the asserted author, Simeon ben Jochai, is spoken of as more eminent than Moses; that it mentions the vowel-points, which did not come into use until Rabbi Mocha (A.D. 570) introduced them to fix the pronunciation of words as a help to his pupils, and lastly, that it mentions a comet which can be proved by the evidence of the context to have appeared in 1264. There is no English translation of the Zohar as a whole, nor even a Latin one. The Hebrew editions obtainable are those of Mantua, 1558; Cremona, 1560; and Lublin, 1623. The work of Knorr von Rosenroth called Kabbala Denudata includes several of the treatises of the Zohar, but not all of them, both in Hebrew and Latin. MacGregor Mathers has published an English translation of three of these treatises, the Book of Concealed Mystery, the Greater and the Lesser Holy Assembly, and his work includes an original introduction to the subject. The principal tracts included in the Zohar are: -- "The Hidden Midrash", "The Mysteries of the Pentateuch", "The Mansions and Abodes of Paradise and Gaihinnom", "The Faithful Shepherd", "The Secret of Secrets", "Discourse of the Aged in Mishpatim" (punishment of souls), "The Januka or Discourse of the Young Man", and "The Tosephta and Mathanithan", which are additional essays on Emanation and the Sephiroth, in addition to the three important treatises mentioned above. In this storehouse may be found the origin of all the later developments of Kabbalistic teaching. [W.W.W.] 

KT Zohar (Heb.) The "Book of Splendour," a Kabalistic work attributed to Simeon Ben Iochai, in the first century of our era. (See for fuller explanation Theos. Gloss.) 

SD INDEX Zohar (Heb) II 2, 215n 

Ain-soph I 349; II 290 
allegory of man w heavy load I 393-4 
antiquity of II 461n 
astral first race II 137 
astral light, Magic Head I 424 
Balaam's birds were serpents II 409 
birth starts w a point I 337 
black fire in II 162 
b'ne-aleim, Ischin II 375-6 
book of Hanokh & II 532 &n 
Chaldean Book of Numbers & I 214, 230 
Christian Gnostics influenced II 461n 
circle w point found in I 19 
cosmogenesis in, described I 214-15 
creation of man II 490-1 
creations, several in II 53, 54 
creator delighted in creation II 126 
divine beings, descending order II 111 
Earth seventh globe I 241 
Eden called bird's nest II 292 
edited by Gnostics, Christians I 214, 352 
elements, forces form Word I 346 
elohim called Echod or one I 112 
everything shadow of divine II 268 
fall of the angels II 487 
first Adam II 503-4 
flying camels II 205 
fountain of life I 356 
garment of man II 315 
Iachin chained to mountain II 376 
indivisible point, world fr I 355 
key to, in the names II 536 
light II 39 
Lord rebukes Satan II 478 &n 
man emanated fr septenary group I 230 
modern views of, mistaken II 461 
more occult than Books of Moses II 626n 
Moses de Leon, Ibn Gebirol & II 461n 
Moses de Leon re-edited I 214 
Nahash (the "deprived") rebels II 247 
occult work (Levi) II 536 
phallic, cruder than Puranas II 625n 
quotes Book of Enoch II 535 
real man is soul, not body II 290 
repeats Puranic expressions II 126 
roots of human race II 315 
rotation of Earth II 28n 
St Michael called Jehovah in II 479 
Sephirah, Shekhinah or Aditi in I 53n 
seven seas, mountains II 603 
Shekhinah II 293 
six-month night, day in II 773 
soul put on earthly garment II 112 
spirit & matter II 528 
Sun moves in circuits II 553 
on ten sephiroth I 239 
three heads in II 25 
Tree of Life II 216 
Unknown Light I 356 
visible types, invisible prototypes II 120 
white hidden fire I 339 
will of the king expl in I 356 
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Sefer ha-zohar
(Hebrew: “Book of Splendour”), 13th-century book, mostly in Aramaic, that is the classic text of esoteric Jewish mysticism, or Kabbala. Though esoteric mysticism was taught by Jews as early as the 1st century AD, the Zohar gave new life and impetus to mystical speculations through the 14th and subsequent centuries. Many Kabbalists, in fact, invested the Zohar with a sanctity that is normally accorded only to the Torah and the Talmud.

The Zohar consists of several units, the largest of which—usually called the Zohar proper—deals with the “inner” (mystical, symbolic) meaning of biblical texts, especially those taken from the first five books of the Bible (Torah), from the Book of Ruth, and from the Song of Solomon. The lengthy homilies of the Zohar are mixed with short discourses and parables, all centred on  Simeon ben Yoḥai (2nd century AD) and his disciples. Though the text names Simeon as the author, modern scholars are convinced that the major portion of the Zohar should be credited to  Moses de León (1250–1305) of Spain. They do not rule out the possibility, however, that earlier mystic materials were used or incorporated into the present text.

Because the mystery of creation is a recurrent theme in the Zohar, there are extensive discussions of the 10 divine emanations ( sefirot, literally “numbers”) of God the Creator, which reputedly explain the creation and continued existence of the universe. Other major topicsare the problem of evil and the cosmic significance of prayer and good deeds.

After their expulsion from Spain in 1492, the Jews were much taken up with thoughts of the Messiah and eschatology and turned to the Zohar as a guide for mystical speculations. The greatest influence of the Zohar, especially among the masses, did not occur, therefore, until several centuries after the book was composed.

Simeon ben Yohai  - flourished 2nd century AD 

Galilean tanna (i.e., one of a select group of Palestinian rabbinic teachers), one of the most eminent disciples of the martyred Rabbi  Akiba ben Joseph and, traditionally, author of the Zohar (see  Sefer ha-zohar), the most important work of Jewish mysticism. Little is known of Simeon's life, and what is recorded of it in the Talmud is enmeshed with legend.

Of the pupils at Akiba's academy, Simeon was second in esteem only to the saintly Rabbi Meïr. After Akiba was martyred by the Romans, Simeon also publicly opposed them and was forced to conceal himself. According to a number of legends, he and his son Eleazar hid in a cave for 13 years, subsisting on dates and the fruit of a carob tree. After they emerged, Simeon established an academy where his pupils included  Judah ha-Nasi, later the redactor of the Mishna, in which many of Simeon's aphorisms are recorded. Simeon was sent by the Sanhedrin as an emissary to Rome, where he succeeded in having a number of restrictions upon Jewish observances removed.

Simeon advocated total devotion to the study of the Torah. In the development of Jewish law, in both its ritual and civil aspects, he stressed the importance of seeking the spirit in which laws were written, which could modify their application.

It was probably because of his reputation as a miracle worker and ascetic that the Zohar came to be attributed to him. Modern critical scholarship, however, ascribes the Zohar primarily to Moses de León (q.v.), a 13th-century mystic.

Simeon's grave at Meron, near Safed (Ẕefat) in Galilee, became a shrine for Oriental Jews and the mystical Ḥasidim; the traditional anniversary of Simeon's death (on  Lag ba-ʿOmer; q.v.) is observed with joyful ceremony at the site of his tomb.
Moses de León (1250–1305) of Spain - born 1250, León [Spain] died 1305, Arevalo 

original name Moses Ben Shem Tov Jewish Kabbalist and presumably the author of the  Sefer ha-Zohar (“Book of Splendour”), the most important work of Jewish  mysticism; for a number of centuries its influence among Jews rivaled that of the Old Testament and the Talmud, the rabbinical compendium of law, lore, and commentary.

The details of Moses de León's life, like those of most Jewish mystics, are obscure. Until 1290 he lived in Guadalajara (the Spanish centre of adherents of the  Kabbala). He then traveled a great deal and finally settled in Ávila. On a trip to Valladolid, he met a Palestinian Kabbalist, Isaac ben Samuel of Acre; to him (as recorded in Isaac's diary), Moses confided that he possessed the centuries-old, original manuscript of the Zohar, copies of which he had been circulating since the 1280s. He promised to show it to Isaac at his home in Ávila. Because the authorship of the Zohar was ascribed to the 2nd-century Palestinian rabbinic teacher  Simeon ben Yoḥai (a reputed worker of miracles), the original manuscript would have been of incomparable interest and value. Unfortunately, Moses died before he could fulfill his promise, and Isaac subsequently heard rumours that Moses' wife had denied the existence of this manuscript, claiming rather that Moses himself was the author of the Zohar.

The Zohar, written for the most part in a strange, artificial, literary Aramaic, is primarily a series of mystical commentaries on the  Pentateuch (the Five Books of Moses), in manner much like the traditional Midrashim, or homilies based on Scripture. Against the backdrop of an imaginary Palestine, Simeon ben Yoḥai and his disciples carry on a series of dialogues. In them, it is revealed that God manifested himself in a series of 10 descending emanations, or  sefirot (e.g., “love” of God, “beauty” of God, and “kingdom” of God). In addition to the influence of Neoplatonism, the Zohar also shows evidence of the influence of  Joseph Gikatilla, a medieval Spanish Kabbalist thought to have been a friend of Moses de León. Gikatilla's work Ginnat egoz (“Nut Orchard”) provides some of the Zohar's keyterminology.

These influences, although cunningly disguised, were discerned by Gershom Scholem, one of the great 20th-century scholars of Jewish mysticism, and he became convinced that the Zohar was a medieval work. He was able to demonstrate, further, that the Aramaic in which the Zohar is written is, in both vocabulary and idiom, the work of an author whose native language was Hebrew. Finally, by comparing the Zohar with the Hebrew works of Moses de León, Scholem identified León as the Zohar's author. Scholem theorized that the Zohar was León's attempt to combat the rise of rationalism among Spanish Jewry and the resultant laxity in religious observance. With the Zohar, according to Scholem, Moses de León attempted to reassert the authority of traditional religion (Kabbala itself means “tradition”) by simultaneously giving its doctrines and rituals a fresh, compelling reinterpretation and ascribing this reinterpretation to an old, mythically revered authority. Many traditional scholars, nevertheless, still hold that Simeon ben Yoḥai wrote the Zohar.
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