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I

From the Beginning of Years the Initiates of all peoples have held one central secret as a sure Bond of Brotherhood, as a unity whose truth is able to harmonize all men upon the Earth.


No fabrications of knavish priests, no vain dreams of mystics, can hide from the sande this one fact:


Not only is the Earth but a chilled spark of the Sun, a dropt petal of the Rose of Heaven, but the source of all Light and Life upon the planet is tha same Sun.  Not only is he creator, but sustainer, and it is He also that destroyeth in due season, and redeemeth when the time is come.


Therefore in the Macrocosm is one sole God, the Sun.


Now in the Microcosm, which is Man, the viceregent of the Sun, sole giver of life, is the Phallus.  He is also sole giver of Light in a certain secret sense not fully declared in the VIIo.
  This much may We hint; the Phallus is the physiological basis of the Oversoul (see also Liber 333, The Book of Lies, caps A, H, IA, IE, IF, IH, LB)  And also of His own nature is He Liberty and Love.


Now of old our brethren hid this doctrine in tradition, and in fable, and in great buildings, and in the Rituals of Freemasonry.
  With this Key all these Rituals become intelligible, luminous, radiant; without it they are dark, the just scorn of the ignorant.  Search and see.


II

In this book we have no need to speak of local and tribal Gods, of animisic personifications of partial phenomena, and the like.


But of universal Gods, as these:


The Fire; an image of Sol, and a fable of the Phallus.


The Moon; an image of Kteis, only worshipped with Sol in his aspect as an extension of the Phallus.


The Mountain;
 reverenced as the home of the Gods, the visible place of the rising of Sol, and as by shape symbolical of the Phallus.  Some mountains are female, from shape or tradition.


The Ancestor; revered as an incarnation of the Phallus.


The Yoni or Kteis; revered as the House of the Phallus, and his complement.


The Snake; revered as giver of Death,
 and as a symbol of the Spermatozoon.
  He often has the head of


The Lion; to indicate the mighty power of the Spermatozoon.


The Egg; revered as Solar, and in itself as the vehicle of Phallic energy.


The Eagle; and many other winged creatures; also wings attached to the symbols.  This represents the flight of Life from one resting-place to another,
 and is therefore a proper attribute of the Phallus.


The Tree; is but the flowering Phallus.


The Stars; these being the concourse of the Brethren of the Sun are venerable for the Wise even as He.  And the star-universe is as it were His Mother,
 whence Nuit is the highest and holiest of all that may be.  And her mate is Hadit, the secret and essential energy of Life whose raiment is the Phallus, wherefore is Hadit equal with Her, the highest and holiest of all that may be.  And Their Child Ra-Hoor-Khuit is the visible Sol-Phallus upon earth.  But this is a mystery of the Adepts of Thelema and the vulgar may not attain to it.


All other Gods should be referred to this synthesis in the Microcosmic Sun.


Thus Corn-goddesses conceal Mysteries of Germination, Wine gods are Phallic and Solar in the Ecstasy of overflowing Life of which the proper use of wine makes even the common people conscious.


There are also gods invented to represent things useful to man; but these are by nature subservient to the prime God whose use and beauty are fundamental.

_________________________________________________________________


III

In that Sanctuary of the Gnosis to which, Very Illustrious Sir Knights your valour and chastity may one day obtain your admission, there is a certain deeper interpretation.  Nor are ye wholly ignorant of how in the Figure called Baphomet and Babalon is a Measure of Heaven and Earth.


Again, those, Initiates indeed, who have penetrated in truth into the Sanctuaries of their own Being, and found That God Omnipotent, Omniscient, Omnipresent who is Light, Life, Love and Liberty,
 beyond Time and Space,
 without quantity or quality, One Eternal, the very essence of the Sun and of the Phallus alike, will possess in their own consciousness, illuminated by That, a certain apprehension of the Truth which is not in any way to be shared by those who have not attained to this Treasure.


These, if they are wise, will make no attempt to disclose this inner Truth to the profane, but will be content that they rest in the shadow of that external Truth which We have here declared unto you, that God is One, and that His name is in the Macrocosm the Sun, and in the Microcosm the Phallus.


For all attempts to initiate even the worthy before they initiate themselves are folly and fatality.
  The Secrets of the Wise, although known of them, are not to be exprest in the language of common men.
  Look you, Sir Knights, this Doctrine itself that We reveal to you in this Supreme Grand Council to which ye have attained so hardly, how will it sound, think you, even in a Consistory of Princes of the Royal Secret, prepared as they are for some such revelation?  How then to mere Knights Kadosch, to Sovereign Princes of Rose Croix?  And how to Master Masons?  It is for this reason that our Council is thus Sentinelled within and without, and that our whole Ritual from Minerval upward is but a constant series of Hints of this One Truth.


What is the tent of Saladin but the Phallus?  And the First Word as the last is ON, the Sun.


But were the Minerval to suspect this truth, would he not turn to flee in terror from the Camp and be cut down by the Black Guard that wardeth even the outmost marches of the Kingdom of the Most Holy and Most High Lord God Almighty?


Therefore, reflect, act wisely and with prudence, Sir Knights, not declaring openly the Arcanum to such as understand not already of their own ripe wit.  And in what time seemeth Him good shall the O.H.O., gathering his forces, declare this Truth privily unto the Kings and Princes of the Earth, that they may take counsel together and rule all men in peace and love by virtue of this Secret under the Shadow of the Wings of the One ineffable Lord.


For this secret is not only a convenient manner of doing this, a Pillar of Flame to disperse the Shadows of Earth, but it is also a convenient veil--and the only veil worthy--of that further Light which We are not able to reveal even to this Supreme Grand Council of the O.T.O.

_________________________________________________________________
IV

Of all our enemies those are most to be feared, who make false gods of their imaginations.


For the heathen are turned easily from gods of clay; for truth strikes home sharply on their dark minds.  It is easy to prove that the Sun is indeed the source of Life and Light, that the Phallus is indeed PANGENETOR.
  But to those who have stultified themselves, who have darkened their own eyes, who have betrayed their own reason in seeking out phantastic gods, foul and tangled cobwebs of metaphysic spun by emasculate spider-professors in sunless cloisters, bubbles blown by idiots and madmen, myths misinterpreted, fables taken for history, lies pushed forward by every forgery, fraud, treachery and murder, to such the Truth seems false, and the Light darkness.


Such Gods as Parabrahman merely bewilder the people, and render them the prey of priestcraft, while the Christs of the Latin, Lutheran and Anglican Churches alike are but the machine-gods of all fraud and oppression, being stolen and prostituted from that Christ in whom our Fathers in the Gnosis strove to synthesize the warring gods of Syria, Greece, Chaldea, Rome and Egypt at the time when the growth of the Roman Empire first made travel and the intercommunication of the priests of Mithras, Adonis, Attis, Osiris, Dionysus, Isis, Astarte, Venus and many scores of others possible.


Traces of this recension are still visible in the Mass and in the Calendar of the Saints, all gods and goddesses of universal import receiving the same honour by the same rites as before,
 while the local gods were replaced by saints, virgins,
 martyrs, or angels, often of the same name, always of the same character.


Thus on the altar the Solar-phallic Crucifix is surrounded by six lights for the planets, to use one example only of a hundred at Our disposal; and Christmas is at the winter Solstice, the birth of Christ put for the birth of the Sun.
  All these points may be studied in:

La Messe et ses Mysteres

Rome, Pagan and Papal

The Two Babylons

Rivers of Life

Two Essays on the Worship of Priapus

and many other books which may be studied in the library of the O.T.O. and elsewhere.


But in pure Free Masonry and especially in the O.T.O. this synthesis has been made with greater accuracy and skill, and with higher concentration, with more lucidity, with dramatic and poetic genius, so it is easier for ourselves to distinguish the Jewel from its setting, and possibly in the event of the Rite and its Tradition being lost in some universal Cataclysm
 for worthy successors inspired by Our Lord `to retrieve our loss, and recover the Word.'


Now then let Us once again recall to you, Very Illustrious Sir Knights of the Order of the Temple of the East, the History of our Religious and Military Monks and Knights, how, issuing from the West as crusaders, they met with initiates in the armies of 

Salah 'ud Din, and from them obtained the secret called Baphomet, being the Mystery of the Measure of Heaven and Earth that lieth behind this secret of the VIIo concerning the Unity of God.
  And ye have verily reason from the crowns of your heads to the soles of your feet to remember how this is the origin of all our tragedy.  Thus therefore, Sir Knights valorous and noble, war constantly on all tyranny and superstition, and mostly against bigotries such as `orthodox' Christianity as interpreted in its material sense, old wives' tales and foolish fables, the immoral doctrines of original sin and vicarious atonment, and the most hideous eschatology in the history of false religion.  Nor can much less be averred against all other orthodoxies, with their fables equally absurd, their postulates equally immoral.


But also let there be war upon those who seek to refine upon these bigotries in any other way than that of eclectic and syncretistic harmonizations; beware moreover of those who seek to `spiritualize' their false gods, for their heads are even as vain pigs' bladders of poisonous miasma.


But in your warfare honour brave antagonists; spare them, and bring them to initiation; while the hag and the eunuch--and such are well nigh all who support orthodoxies--must be shown the only mercy possible, that of swift destruction.


For those calling themselves orthodox who are yet men, and women, have in truth no faith in these follies, but only profess them as convenient means of dominating the vulgar.
  Such are already of us, although they know it not; such, albeit unconsciously, understand and live according to our Law of THELEMA--DO WHAT THOU WILT.  They are ripe for conversion;
 they are of the Blood,
 and with little pains may be brought to fight in our ranks.  So mote it be.

_________________________________________________________________


V

Here declare We a certain secret method of worship of the One True God if haply ye may find Him.


Let every Knight appoint a privy Chapel in his castle, and so far as may be let it resemble this order and disposition of Our Supreme Grand Council, having and ever-burning lamp as an image of the Sun to give light to a Phallus carved or moulded in gold, silver, platinum or bronze by the fine art of the sculptor.  And let every Knight keep oft times vigil before it, devotedly with his whole heart uttering hymns and invocations, as may be fitting, and exalting himself in due commemoration of this Lord of Life, in such wise that the Image becomes consecrated by his will Thus shall it be a storehouse of strength, and a focus or magnet, drawing to itself all subtle forces, and radiating benediction.


Let then the Knight keep secret this devotion, and enjoy its fruits in quiet.

_________________________________________________________________


VI

Here also is a deeper worship and an inner, that lieth nigher to the heart of God.


Let the good Knight devout appoint a secret shrine in his own body, in the brain, or in the throat, or in the heart, or in the solar plexus, or in that place called groin, or in some other centre of force,
 and there let him establish firmly a mental image of the Phallus or the Sun; and, closing all avenues of sense,
 as it were, tyling the lodge,
 let him worship and cherish that image with unwearying care.  Let him rehearse before the Lord thus exalted his own deed of knightly devoir unto the Lord, so tha Memory and Imagination dance about him as maids about the Maypole.  And to these let him add Will, consecrating himself with oaths to the service of the Lord, and vowing to make himself a worthy priest unto Him.  Thus, then, the whole thought being closely knit together and ranged about the Image, as soldiers that rally to a Standard, let him turn devoutly and intensely his mind to the sole contemplation of that Image, figuring to himself that all other thoughts are but as cowans
 and eavesdroppers.  Now then, for a season shall it be difficult rightly to tyle that Lodge, and the mind shall turn ever from the Image.  So therefore let the good Knight with fortitude redouble zeal, until it be that on a sudden all that turmoil cease, and the thought flow evenly up to the image.  Then shall the God appear in all His glory, assuming the worshipper into His Heaven.

_________________________________________________________________


VII

Be it known unto you, Very Illustrious Sir Knights Councillors, that there lieth beyond all this a supreme mode by which God not only manifesteth Himself to man, but is with him united in most sweet nuptials.  But this mystery is not to be known of them that are not yet initiates of the Sanctuary of the Gnosis IXo.  but be ye also assured that by these practices preliminary ye shall be led to Godliness, and to the Reward and Favour of the All-One; and ye do fit yourselves for that further advancement, ye make yourselves worthy candidates for the Secret Areopagus of the Illuminati
, wherein is much made light that is yet dark to you.

_________________________________________________________________


VIII

And may the Blessing of our Lord and Father the Sun, and the Favour and Fervour of the Lord IThPhALLOS be upon you, and prepare you in brain and heart and body (wisdom, and beauty, and might of creation being within you) for the Glory oof which this Council is but a figured veil.


Hail, Sir Knights Councillors, and farewell.  In the Name of BABALON and THE BEAST conjoined,
 of the Secret Saviour
 and of IAO.

________________________________________________________________

APPENDIX

EXCERPTS FROM: THE BOOK OF LIES: LIBER CCCXXIII
I

KE(ALH A

THE SABBATH OF THE GOAT

O! the heart of N.O.X. the Night of Pan.

(AN: Duality: Energy: Death.

Death: Begetting: the supporters of O!

To beget is to die; to die is to beget.

Cast the Seed into the Field of Night.

Life and Death are two names of A.

Kill thyself

Neither of these alone is enough.

---------------------------------------

Commentary (A)


The shape of the figure I suggests the Phallus; this chapter is therefore called the Sabbath of the Goat, the Witches Sabbath in which the Phallus is adored.


The chapter beins with a repetition of O! referred to in the previous chapter.  It is explained that this triad lives in Night, the Night of Pan, which is mystically called N.O.X., and this O is identified with the O in the word.  N is the Tarot symbol, Death; and the X or Cross is the sign of the Phallus.  For a fuler commentary on Nox, see Liber VII Chapter I.


Nox adds to 210, which symbolises the reduction of duality to unity, and thence to negativity, and is thus a hieroglyph of the Great Work.


The word Pan is then explained, Pi, the letter of Mars,
 is a hieroglyph of two pillars, and therefore suggests duality; A, by its shape, is the pentagram, energy,
 and N, by its Tarot attribution, is death.


Nox is then further explained, and it is shown that the ultimate Trinity, O!, is supported, or fed by the process of death and begetting, which are the laws of the universe.


The identity of these two is then explained.


The Student is then charged to understand the spiritual importance of this physical procession in line 5. [Cast the seed...]
  A field is an obvious association to the earthy Virgo of Atu IX.


It is then asserted that the ultimate letter A has two names, or phases, Life and Death.


Line 7 balances line 5.  It will be noticed that the phraseology of these two lines is so conceived that the one contains the other more than itself.


8


KE(ALH H


STEEPED HORSEHAIR

Mind is a disease of semen.

All that a man is or may be is hidden therein.

Bodily functions are parts of the machine; silent, 


unless in dis-ease.

But mind, never at ease, creaketh "I".

This persisteth not, posteth not through genera-


tions, changeth momently, finally is dead.

Therefore is man only himself when lost to himself


in The Charioting

----------------------------------------------------------------
Commentary (H)


Cheth is the Chariot of the Tarot.  The Charioteer is the bearer of the Holy Grail.  All this should be studied in Liber 418, the 12th Aethyr.


The chapter is called "Steeped Horsehair" because of the mediaeval tradition that by steeping horsehair a snake is produced, and the snake is the hieroglyphic representation of semen, particularly in Gnostic and Egyptian emblems.


The meaning of the chapter is quite clear; the whole race-consciousness, that which is omnipotent, omniscient, omnipresent, is hidden therin.


Therfore, except in the case of an Adept, man only rises to a glimmer of the universal consciousness, while in the orgasm, the mind
 is blotted out.

=================================================================


11


KE(ALAH IA


THE GLOW-WORM

Concerning the Holy Three-in-Naught.

Nuit, Hadit, Ra-Hoor-Khuit, are only to be under-


stood by the Master of the Temple.

They are above The Abyss, and contain all contra-


diction in themselves.

Below them is a seeming duality of Chaos and 


Babalon;
 these are called Father and Mother, but


it is not so.  They are called Husband and 


Wife, but it is not so.

The reflection of All is Pan: the Night of Pan is the 


Annihilation of the All.

Cast down through The Abyss is the Light, the Rosy 


Cross, the rapture of Union that destroys, that is 


The Way.
  The Rosy Cross is the Ambassador of Pan.

How infinite is the distance from This to That!  Yet


All is Here and Now.  Nor is ther any There or Then;


for all that is, what is it but a manifestation, that is, a 
part, that is, a falsehood, of THAT which is not?

Yet THAT which is not neither is nor is not That


which is!

Identity is perfect; therefore the Law of Identity is 


but a lie.  For there is no subject, and there is no 
predicate; nor is there the contradictory of either 


of these things.

Holy, Holy, Holy are these Truths that I utter,


knowing them to be but falsehoods, broken mirrors, 


troubled waters; hide me, O our Lady, in Thy 


Womb! for I may not endure the rapture.

In this utterance of falsehood upon falsehood, whose 
contradictories are also false, it seems as if That 


which I uttered not were true.

Blessed, unutterably blessed, is this last of the 


illusions; let me play the man,
 and thrust it from 


me! Amen.

----------------------------------------------------------------
"The Glow-Worm" may perhaps be translated as "a little light in the darkness", though there may be a subtle reference to the nature of that light.


Eleven is the great number of Magick,
 and this chapter indicates a supreme magical method; but it is really called eleven, because of Liber Legis, I, 60.


The first part of the chapter describes the universe in its highest sense, down to Tiphareth; it is the new and perfect cosmogony of Liber Legis.


Chaos and Babalon are Chokmah and Binah, but they are really one; the essential unity of the supernal Triad is here insisted upon.


Pan is a generic name, including this whole system of its manifested side.  Those which are above the Abyss are therefore said to live in the Night of Pan; they are only reached by the annihilation of the All.


Thus the Master of the Temple lives in the Night of Pan.


Now, below the Abyss, the manifested part of the Master of the Temple, also reaches Samadhi, as the way of Annihilation.


Paragraph 7 begins by a reflection produced by the preceding exposition.  This reflection is immediately contradicted, the author being a Master of the Temple.  He thereupon enters into his Samadhi, and he piles contradiction upon contradiction, and thus a higher degree of rapture with every sentence, until his armoury is exhausted, and, with the word Amen, he enters the supreme state.

=================================================================


15


KE(ALH IE


THE GUN-BARREL

Mighty and erect is this Will of mine, this Pyramid


of fire whose summit is lost in Heaven.  Upon it


have I burned the corpse of my desires.

Mighty and erect is this (allos of my Will.  The


seed thereof is That which I have borne within me 


from Eternity; and it is lost within the Body of 


Our Lady of the Stars.

I am not I; I am but an hollow tube to bring down 


Fire from Heaven.

Mighty and marvellous is this Weakness, this


Heaven which draweth me into Her Womb, this


Dome which hideth, which absorbeth, Me.

This is The Night wherein I am lost, the Love 


through which I am no longer I.

---------------------------------------------------------------

Commentary IE


The card 15 in the Tarot is "The Devil", the mediaeval blind for Pan.


The title of the chapter refers to the Phallus, which is here identified with the will.  The Greek word Pyramis has the same number as (allos.


This chapter is quite clear, but one may remark in the last paragraph a reference to the nature of Samadhi.


As man loses his personality in physical love, so does the magician annihilate his divine personality in that which is beyond.


The formula of Samdhi is the same, from the lowest to the highest.
  The Rosy-Cross is the Universal Key.
  But, as one proceeds, the Cross becomes greater, until it is the Ace, the Rose, until it is the Word.

=================================================================


16


KE(ALAH IF


THE STAG-BEETLE

Death implies change and individuality; if thou be


THAT which hath no person, which is beyond the


changing, even beyond changelessness, what hast 


thou to do with death.

The birth of individuality is ecstasy; so also is its 


death.

In love the individuality is slain; who loves not love?

Love death therefore, and long eagerly for it.

Die Daily.

----------------------------------------------------------------


Commentary IF


This seems a comment on the previous chapter; the Stag-Beetle is a reference to Keph-ra,
 the Egyptian God of Midnight,
 who bears the Sun through the Underworld; but it is called the Stag Beetle to emphasize his horns.  Horns are the universal hieroglyph of energy, particularly Phallic energy.


The 16th key of the Tarot is "the Blasted Tower".  In this chapter death is regarded as a form of marriage.  Modern Greek peasants, in many cases, cling to Pagan belief, and suppose that in death they are united to the Deity which they ahve cultivated during life.  This is "a consummation
 devoutly to be wished."


In the last paragraph the Master urges his pupils to practise Samadhi every day.

=================================================================


18


KE(ALH IH

Verily, love is death, and death is life to come.

Man returneth not again; the stream floweth not 


uphill; the old life is no more; there is a new life


that is not his.

Yet that life is of his very essence; it is more he


than all that he calls He.

In the silence of a dewdrop is every tendency of his 


soul, and of his mind, and of his body; it is the 


Quintessence
 and the Elixir of his being.  Therein


are the forces that made him and his father and his


father's father before him.

This is the Dew of Immortality.

Let this go free, even as It will; thou art not its


master, but the vehicle of It.

----------------------------------------------------------------
Commentary (IH)


The 18th key of the Tarot refers to the Moon, which was supposed to shed dew.
  The appropriateness of the chapter title is obvious.


This chapter must be read in connection with Chapters 1 and 16.


In the penultimate paragraph, Vindu
 is identified with Amrita,
 and in the last paragraph the disciple is charged to let it have its own way.  It has a will of ts own, which is more in accordance with the Cosmic Will, than that of the man who is its guardian and servant.

From Liber LXV cap V: 52-57

52.  There was also an humming‑bird that spake unto the horned 


cerastes, and prayed him for poison.   And the great snake of 
Khem the Holy One, the royal Uræus serpent, answered him 

and said:

53.  I sailed over the sky of Nu in the car called Millions‑of‑


Years, and I saw not any creature upon Seb that was equal to 
me.   The venom of my fang is the inheritance of my father, 
and of my father's father; and how shall I give it unto 


thee?   Live thou and thy children as I and my fathers have 
lived, even unto an hundred millions of generations, and it 
may be that the mercy of the Mighty Ones may bestow upon thy 
children a drop of the poison of eld.

54.  Then the humming‑bird was afflicted in his spirit, and he 


flew unto the flowers, and it was as if naught had been 


spoken between them.   Yet in a little while a serpent 


struck him that he died.

55.  But an Ibis that meditated upon the bank of Nile the 


beautiful god listened and heard.   And he laid aside his 


Ibis ways, and became as a serpent, saying Peradventure in an 
hundred millions of millions of generations of my children, 
they shall attain to a drop of the poison of the fang of the 
Exalted One.

56.  And behold! ere the moon waxed thrice he became an Uræus 

serpent, and the poison of the fang was established in him 

and his seed even for ever and for ever.

57.  O thou Serpent Apep, my Lord Adonai, it is a speck of 


minutest time, this travelling through eternity, and in Thy 
sight the landmarks are of fair white marble untouched by 


the tool of the graver.   Therefore thou art mine, even now 
and for ever and for everlasting. Amen.

=================================================================


32


KE(ALH LB

Consciousness is a symptom of disease.

All that moves well moves without will.

All skilfulness, all strain, all intention is contrary to


ease.

Practice a thousand times, and it becomes difficult;


a thousand thousand, and it becomes easy; a 


thousand thousand times a thousand thousand,


and it is no longer Thou that doeth it, but It that


doeth itself through thee.  Not until then is that


which is done well done.

Thus spoke FRATER PERDURABO
 as he leapt 


from rock to rock of the moraine without ever


casting his eyes upon the ground.

----------------------------------------------------------------


Commentary (GB)


This title is a mere reference to the metaphor of the last paragraph of the chapter.


Frater P., as is well known, is a mountaineer.


This chapter should be read in conjunction with Chapters 8 

and 30.


It is a practical instruction, the gist of which is easily to be apprehended by comparatively short practice of Mantra-Yoga.

APPENDIX B

From Liber AL cap. I

27. ...O Nuit, continuous one of Heaven, let it ever be thus; that men speak not of the as One but as None; and let them speak not of thee at all, since thou art continuous! 

28. None, breathed the light, faint & faery, of the stars, and two. 

29. For I am divided for love's sake, for the chance of union. 

30. This is the creation of the world, that the pain of division is as nothing, and the joy of dissolution all. 

32. Obey my prophet! follow out the ordeals of my knowledge! seek me only! Then the joys of my love will redeem ye from all pain. This is so: I swear it by the vault of my body; by my sacred heart and tongue; by all I can give, by all I desire of ye all. 

45. The Perfect and the Perfect are one Perfect and not two; nay, are none! 

58. I give unimaginable joys on earth: certainty, not faith, while in life, upon death; peace unutterable, rest, ecstasy; nor do I demand aught in sacrifice. 

60. ...Also I have a secret glory for them that love me. 

61. But to love me is better than all things: if under the night‑stars in the desert thou presently burnest mine incense before me, invoking me with a pure heart, and the Serpent flame therein, thou shalt come a little to lie in my bosom. For one kiss wilt thou then be willing to give all; but whoso gives one particle of dust shall lose all in that hour. 

Cap II (Hadit)

6.  I am the flame that burns in every heart of man, and in the core of every star. I am Life, and the giver of Life, yet therefore is the knowledge of me the knowledge of death. 

20. Beauty and strength, leaping laughter and delicious languor, force and fire, are of us. 

21. We have nothing with the outcast and the unfit: let them die in their misery. For they feel not. Compassion is the vice of kings: stamp down the wretched & the weak: this is the law of the strong: this is our law and the joy of the world. Think not, o king, upon that lie: That Thou Must Die: verily thou shalt not die, but live. Now let it be under​stood: If the body of the King dissolve, he shall remain in pure ecstasy for ever. Nuit! Hadit! Ra‑Hoor‑Khuit! The Sun, Strength & Sight, Light; these are for the servants of the Star & the Snake. 

41. A feast for fire and a feast for water; a feast for life and a greater feast for death! 

42. A feast every day in your hearts in the joy of my rapture! 

43. A feast every night unto Nu, and the pleasure of uttermost delight! 

44. Aye! feast! rejoice! there is no dread hereafter. There is the dissolution, and eternal ecstasy in the kisses of Nu. 

45. There is death for the dogs. 

46. Dost thou fail? Art thou sorry? Is fear in thine heart? 

47. Where I am these are not. 

63. Thou art exhaust in the voluptuous fullness of the inspiration; the expiration is sweeter than death, more rapid and laughterful than a caress of Hell's own worm. 

64. Oh! thou art overcome: we are upon thee; our delight is all over thee: hail! hail: prophet of Nu! prophet of Had! prophet of Ra‑Hoor‑Khu! Now rejoice! now come in our splendour & rapture! Come in our pas​sionate peace, & write sweet words for the Kings! 

66. ...Thrill with the joy of life & death! Ah! thy death shall be lovely: whoso seeth it shall be glad. Thy death shall be the seal of the promise of our agelong love. Come! lift up thine heart & rejoice! We are one; we are none. 

67. Hold! Hold! Bear up in thy rapture; fall not in swoon of the excellent kisses! 

68. Harder! Hold up thyself! Lift thine head! breathe not so deep ‑‑ die!

72. Strive ever to more! and if thou art truly mine ‑‑ and doubt it not, and if thou art ever joyous! ‑‑ death is the crown of all. 

73. Ah! Ah! Death! Death! thou shalt long for death. Death is forbidden, o man, unto thee. 

74. The length of thy longing shall be the strength of its glory. He that lives long & desires death much is ever the King among the Kings.  




     � Thus explaining the central importance of Liber Resh.


     � This is a secret of the IXo, and is portrayed by Atu IX The Hermit and the Third Grade of the Order of Thelema, corresponding to the Master of the Temple.


     � Crowley seems to take credit for revealing a secret which Freud had already profaned.


     � In G.D. symbolism, the Fire is Threefold and is symbolized by a Pyramid linked with the path of Shin.  Note how Crowley links the value of pyramis and phallus, both 831.


     � This claim is boldly incorrect.


     � The Pyramid or World Mountain.  Cf Joseph Campbell The Mythic Image.  


     � Hence, the long list of Saints in the Collects of the Gnostic Mass.


     � Atu XIII Death--Scorpio (Serpent, Eagle, Scorpion).


     � Atu IX Hermit--Virgo (secret seed), Atu XI Lust--Leo (Teth = Serpent).


     � Observe Atu XI and XVI--The Lion serpent is portrayed clearly there.  Note also the Gnostic Creed: I believe in the Serpent and the Lion, Mystery of Mystery in His name BAPHOMET.


     � A blatant "colonization" of the feminine.  However, the association is Thelemically useful for interpreting Liber LXV, where the Egg and Heart are interchanged as a symbol of Hadit, surrounded by the Serpent Nuit.  In this case, the Serpent of Emerald is clearly feminine in spite of Crowley's previous statement.


     � The Fifth Magical Virtue--to Go.  Generally linked to Atu I, the Magus.  The Magus 9o=2( is linked to Chokmah, source of LVX.  Chokmah is Wisdom.  Behold: "And I believe in one Baptism of Wisdom whereby we accomplish the Miracle of Incarnation."  Its symbol is the Ankh, an important androgynous symbol (cross plus rose) due to its vaginal nature and its similarity to the symbol of Venus.  Crowley blatantly denies this to defend his rampant phallicism.


     � Liber AL I: 59 where speaks Nuit: "because of my hair the trees of Eternity." Her hair may be another metaphor of the Hadit/Stars.  However, the Tree of Life, especially in the 868 System, is definitely androgynous.


     � The A.'. A.'. is the "Silver Star" and its members are all Sisters, while those of the O.T.O. are Brothers.  Refer to Atu XVII and meditate upon the Star.


     � Baphomet is the Lion Serpent--Teth.  He is therefore referring to the design of Atu XI, which had not yet been produced.  Also, take careful note that the sign of Mulier in the N.O.X. series is described as that of Baphomet.  They are, in some sense, identical.  Meditate carefully upon this Mystery, and relate it to the 868 system.


     � The Four Gifts of the LAW, making the Five L's of Liber NOL, contained in the Postulant Manual.


     � Liber LXV III: 25-6: "But Thou art Eternity and Space; Thou art Matter and Motion; and Thou art the negation of all these things.  For there is no Symbol of Thee."


     � Hence, Ritual DCLXXI is a ritual of Self-Initiation.


     � Therefore, even this document is protected by your Oath of Silence.  You were not allowed to read it until you had proven sufficient knowledge and magical ability which your Student examination has shown.  Further ability must be demonstrated as you practice and study for the next Level, and then a waiting period of "germination" will determine whether you are worthy to command the secrets of the 868 System itself.


     � These days it is highly unlikely that anyone interested in Thelemic Magick is not also aware of the sexual nature thereof.  Times were certainly different then, so it seems superfluous to worry about "shocking" candidates with some talk about phallic worship.


     � CAVEAT: This section describes the Minerval initiation to which you are committed to secrecy by a very serious oath--upon your very genitals!  For this reason is this text restricted to those of at least Minerval initiation.


     � cf. Pyramidos--the twenty-two curses, each of which is redeemed by Adonai, "I am under the shadow of the wings."  This is the Winged Phallus of the Gnostics, and the Winged Solar Disk of Hadit.  It is also the God M.I.N.I.S. described in the Grimoirium Sanctissimum.


     � This term, "all-begettor," is used in reference to Pan, or specifically, to IO PAN.  S/he is the all-devourer (Pamphage) and all-beggettor.  Crowley attributes this clearly androgynous deity to a strictly masculine archetype, similar to the Hindu Shiva.  Refer to the logo of the IO PAN CAMP.


     � One can hardly avoid passing a similar judgment on Crowley's phallocentrism.


     � Within the instructions of the Sovereign Sanctuary of the Gnosis, Crowley speaks of Christ in pleasant terms that seem to contradict the anti-christian tone of his other works.  The key to this is found here in this very passage--the Christ of which he speaks is not the historical figure which the hierarchical church of the non-Gnostic Catholics established, but rather an idealized synthetic deity which harmonized all of the known faiths of the world.  This synthesis is found to a lesser extent in the mainstream Church, but the emphasis on literality and historicity has been and will be the seeds of their own destruction as people learn of the true origins of Christianity in the pagan teachings of the ancients.  To teach the world of the pagan origins of Judeo-Christian doctrine is the most powerful attack on the slave religions possible.  Refer also to Frater N.Tz.'s Liber Necare Xristos contained in the Attendant Papers.


     � Many of these rituals are still practiced in rural Europe and especially in the Voodoun and Santeria practices of the Caribean, Latin America and Africa.


     � "Virgin" originally meant "without children" and not that the woman had never experienced the pleasure of a penis in her vagina.  It is in this sense that Mary was originally called Virgin, and not until more than a thousand years later was the doctrine of the Immaculate Conception devised as a malicious lie.


     � At the Winter Solstice the Sun reaches its lowest point of migration southward (to the Tropic of Capricorn--the Goat).  After this point, the days again increase in length, promising the return of spring at the Vernal Equinox in the sign of Aries the Ram, which is celebrated by the festival of Easter, when the Solar deity comes forth from the Earth in the form of the Lamb of God.  December 25th is the ancient date for the birth of all good Sun gods, and we already know how Christ is linked to Tiphareth...


     � These works, excepting the first and last, are considerably outdated and less scholarly than some more modern works.  Interestingly enough, he neglects to mention Frazer's Golden Bough, which can be replaced by Mircea Eliade's work.  For the less intellectual and philosophical, there is also Joseph Campbell.  Further material relevant to gnosticism, sex and Christianity is found in Denis De Rougement's Love in the Western World and Julius Evola's Metaphysics of Sex.  Of course, Freud provides us with powerful weaponry in his Moses and Monotheism and Totem and Taboo.  It would also be wise to examine the works of Jung and his followers, including Northrop Frye.


     � Even Crowley fails to escape from Old Aeon millenialism and apocalyptic thinking.  According to the theories of Fra. Nun Tzaddi 950, developed in his forthcoming polemic work on Western thought, apocalyptic thought systems are a self-fulfilling psychological program that must be erradicated immediately if we are to survive on this planet.  There is certainly a degree of apocalypsis in my anti-apocalypsis, just as Francis Bacon noted that there is superstition in the avoidance of superstition.  In this sense, science proves itself to be only the latest mode of superstition.  cf. Nietzsche On the Geneology of Morals and The Gay Science.


     � As is common in all Masonic sects, there is a secret word metaphorically described as lost, which is recovered in the initiation to Master Mason.  This word is communicated to IIIo O.T.O. members.  Another word is given to A.'. A.'. Neophytes--cf. the initiation of the Student and Ritual 671.  In a more post-structuralist sense, this Word is the "transcendental signifier" which gives meaning to and is the origin of all other words.  It is like the Heideggerian Sein (Being), which makes possible the existence of Seiendes (beings).


     � The O.G.A. begs to differ with this statement.  God (Heru-ra-ha) is dual in nature and form for S/He is a conjunction of Hadit and Nuit.  Kether not truly a unity, and this idea is clearly spoken of in much of Crowley's work, especially in BERASHITH and The Vision and the Voice.  Examine the figure of Pan in our logo, the dual horns, entwined with the serpents arise from "his" head and from them spring the two children R.H.K. and H.P.K.  There is no resolution above them into a Unity.  Recall the formula 2 = 0.  Apparently Crowley forgot this here, or it served his purpose to deny it.


     � But, we must note that Monotheism in general (which this phallocentrism actually is), has always given birth to self-righteous dogmatism and intolerance.  Inasmuch as Thelemites worship One God, they too will fall into the same traps of dogmatism.  Recall that "Every man and every woman is a star."  This thrilling and revolutionary doctrine goes far beyond the puerile dogmas Crowley espouses here.


     � Methinks I smell a repulsive miasma in Crowley's words.


     � We cannot stoop to such levels of barbarism if we are to succeed as the religion of the New Aeon.  How can Crowley be so foolish to think that the adoption of the Judeo-Christian practice of genocide, inspired by self-righteous intolerance and monothematic dogmatism stemming from Monotheism, will solve anything at all.  Here, as in many other places, Crowley proves that he is Thelema's own worst enemy.


     � AL II: 58: "the slaves shall serve." 


     � Interesting idea.  Perhaps Jimmy Swaggert, Pat Robertson and Jerry Folwell are already members of the O.T.O.???


     � It is not clear if this "blood" refers to a racial concept.  Our idea (perhaps not official O.T.O.) is that it does not.  It does mean that they are "noble" in a spiritual sense.  Refer to AL cap II.


     � The Image described here is that of the God M.I.N.I.S. in the Grimorium Sanctissimum of Magick in Theory and Practice.


     � Study of Liber Astarte vel Berylli, Liber LXV will elucidate.  This is preparatory for the Knowledge and Conversation of the Holy Guardian Angel.  The Temple is probably as described in the 8th Aethyr.  Although we have been disparaging of the phallic worship, this practice seems most suited to a phallus.  An analogous, but different work can be achieved with a Yonic image.


     � Chakkra.  The Throat and Heart seem the most appropriate to this commentator.


     � Pratyahara


     � As in any masonic initiation, tyling is the function of the Sentinels who keep out the uninitiated.  In a mystic sense, "uninitiates" are thoughts that do not harmonize with the one thought--the Logos or Word of the True Will.  Initiation is the consecration to that one purpose or Will.


     � Freemasonic term for uninitiates.


     � VIIIo O.T.O., described in De Nuptiis Secretis..., the practice of magical masturbation to copulate astrally with the gods (succubi and incubi).


     � Baphomet.  Hence, the Caliphs of the O.T.O. refer to themselves as "Hymeneus" which means "wedding."


     � Holy Spirit--Dove and Serpent.  Soter Kosmoi.


     � The secret Gnostic pronunciation of the Tetragrammaton IHVH.  It also describes the Three Fathers (Aleph, Beth, Yod) which are complemented by the Three Mothers HHH (Aleph, Mem, Shin).


     � This idea comes from Payne Knight who cites witches confessions that they were initiated by sexual penetration with a wooden dildo.


     � Liber VII I: 36-43 "Thou art a beautiful thing whiter than a woman in the column of this vibration.  I shoot up vertically like an arrow, and become that Above.  But it is death, and the flame of the pyre.  Ascend in the flame of the pyre, O my soul!   Thy God is like the cold emptiness of the utmost heaven, into which thou radiatest thy little light.  When Thou shall know me, O empty God, my flame shall utterly expire in Thy great N.O.X.  What shalt Thou be, my God, when I have ceased to love Thee?  A worm, a nothing, a niddering knave!  But Oh!   I love Thee.


     � Hebrew PEH, Atu XVI The Tower = Mars.


     � Greek Alpha looks like part of a pentagram.  Hebrew Aleph looks like a whirling swastika.


     � Hebrew NUN, Atu XIII Death = Scorpio.


     � This mystery is probably best studied in Atu IX, in which we see the Secret Seed buried in the darkness.


     � Refer to the IO PAN LOGO.  Pan is the Pamphage and Pangenetor.  Aleph = Fool, Pan.  Also, compare with Lamed and the pair Aleph Lamed (AL and LA in LAShTAL).


     � Crowley exaggerates his ingenuity.  However, it is interesting to note that the "casting of the seed" (ejaculation) is to "kill thyself" in the little death of the Sufis.  This is balanced by the notion that death in orgasm results in new life, while undergoing death always results in a new life through transmigration of the soul.


     � Ruach.


     � The obvious message being that you should strive towards the Knowledge and Conversation of the Holy Guardian Angel.


     � See old version of Star Ruby contained in Liber 333.  Chaos = Therion, and is therefore another name of the Beast (cf also the Gnostic Creed).  BABALON is Kosmos.  This is the pair Chaos and Kosmos referred to in the Postulant initiation.


     � It is false inasmuch as they are all of them simultaneously.


     � Tao, Dharma, Maat.


     � A probably erotic reference, for a man thrusts.


     � The final chapter, 91, of this book is simply AMEN.  Being that the entire book is composed of lies or illusions, it is the final illusion of the book.


     � The glow-worm is the semen.  The Light is that spoken of in the IXo, that the Hermits shed in the darkness of the world.  It is the serpent or worm and it issues from a worm or "trouser snake."


     � Even the G.D. General Exordium of the Neophyte formula is composed of eleven phases.


     � "My number is 11, as all their numbers who are of us. The Five Pointed Star, with a Circle in the Middle, & the circle is Red. My colour is black to the blind, but the blue & gold are seen of the seeing. Also I have a secret glory for them that love me."


     � Lines #1 & 2: Ain-Ain Soph-Ain Soph Aur; Line #3 describes Kether as contradiction; Line #4: Chaos = Chokmah, Babalon = Binah (cf 868 System); Line #5: the Abyss/Da'ath; Line #6 = Chesed-Geburah and Tiphareth.


     � All of the variants of this word should be closely examined within the context of the Thelemic writings: OM, AUM, AUMGN, AMEN, A.M.N.  AL cap II: 49. I am unique & conqueror. I am not of the slaves that perish. Be they damned & dead! Amen. (This is of the 4: there is a fifth who is invisible, & therein am I as a babe in an egg.)  


     � Mediaeval = Christian.  He is speaking of the Christian plot to eradicate paganism by equating the pagan deities with the Manichaen forces of evil.  The traditional "devil" is taken from the Greek satyrs, fauns and Pan, who were male humans from the waist up (indicating rational faculties) and goats from the waist down (indicating animal passions).  Originally, these deities were little more than he Mediterranean equivalent of leprechauns and fairies in a sheep herding, agrarian society.  Even Dionysus who had horns hidden beneath his laurel crown (Christ's horns were veiled in the crown of thorns) originated in the production of wine.  It is amazing how Christianity so effiently repressed pagan religion, sexuality and intoxication by this shrewd plan.


     � This number being 831, this number being attributed to Liber Yod, from which comes the banishing exercise based upon the squares of the Tau Cross used in Pyramidos (Ritual 671).


     � A cryptic description of the initiation of the Magister Templi in which Aleister Crowley and all of his lower personae are wiped out so that V.V.V.V.V. can manifest.


     � That is, the Blue ascending triangle of the Hexagram.  The magician aspires upwards to the God above, in contrast to the Red descending triangle in which the flame of God from above comes down and "licks up" the magician.


     � Rose = Kteis, Cross = Phallus.  The Rosy Cross is associated with Tiphareth--harmony, where the opposites are united below the Abyss.  Geburah and Chesed (love and will) are united by the path of Teth, the serpent, which portrays the conjunction of Therion and Babalon.  Also, in the old structure, Atu VIII (Libra) once balanced these two.  The symbols of the cross or x in a circle, used frequently by Crowley, the Ankh, the symbol of Venus, etc. are all variants of this Rose Cross indicating the universal knowledge of this mystery.


     � This last statement is very cryptic and this commentator does not feel comfortable analyzing it.  Proceeding may refer to the continuation of sexual excitement, in which case the cross, which is certainly a phallic metaphor, does become "greater."  An Ace may signify the return to point-consciousness (Hadit/Kether) which is present in the magically aroused spermatazoan.  The Rose, which is the kteis, becomes (there is no clear indication of bigger or smaller, only a progressive transformation by the word "until") the Word, which is undoubtedly the Logos uttered at the orgasm (Hriliu, or whatever the Will of the Ceremony may be).  Also, the Logos is the seed of the Elixir Vitae.  L.G.S. = 93.


     � The Magister Templi is NEMO (nobody), and has erased all human personality so that the Divine may manifest through him/her.  This terrifying fact of the Abyss accounts for the greatness of the succesful and the wretchedness of the failures.  Crowley's mistake was to assume that it is a one time affair rather than a continual battle against ego-ness.  Even though he was clearly succesful during the years 1904-1913, it is also evident that he fell from grace, only to be redeemed (perhaps) late in life during the production of The Book of Thoth and Magick Without Tears.


     � The scarab (dung) beetle is the oldest form of the Sun God.  The sun rises as Keph-ra and then transforms into Ra-Heru-Khuti.  AL cap III: 74. "There is a splendour in my name hidden and glorious, as the sun of midnight is ever the son." 


     � N.O.X. -- Sun at midnight = Black Sun.


     � Crowley apparently neglects the long-standing European tradition of connecting cuckolds with horns, meaning as much the total opposite, for a cuckold is one whose virility is questioned by his wife so that she gives herself to another man.  Europeans have long used the goat as a symbol of the cuckold, hence the ancient trick of putting two fingers behind someone's head to symbolize horns.


     � This is a very insightful interpretation of the bard, for consummation has long meant little else than the sexual act.  Refer to the second appendix at end of this text for excerpts from Liber AL relating to Death.


     � Like the Sufis, from whom he likely learned this, we are advised by the mystics to practice dying the "little death" so as to be prepared for the "great death."  It seems logical sexually, for if human partners are only a prelude to this final, great copulation with Nuit, then it seems logical that practice in the smaller will make us more adept when confronted with the higher.  He hints at a sort of sexual athletic discipline.  Note well that the words "athlete" and "ascetic" come from the same root, implying discipline, drill and practice.


     � Quintessence = fifth essence.  Implies the fifth element, which is the RESULT of the harmonization of the other four.  Spirituality is a harmonious interaction of Earth, Air, Water and Fire.  This doctrine differs from the traditional G.D. who saw Spirit as a separate ontological substance which indwells matter.  The Thelemic doctrine emphasizes the (r)evolutionary aspect of spirituality, in that the human makes him/herself into God.  For this reason is Ritual 671 (A.'. A.'. Neophyte 1o=10() a ritual of Self-Initiation.


     � Examine Atu XVIII where those dewdrops are red--The Star Ruby, or Ritual of the Ruby Star (Liber LXVI) refers to the menstruating woman. AL III: 24 "The best blood is of the moon, monthly..."  Liber LXVI:5 "If the Ruby Star have shed its blood upon thee; if in the season of the moon thou hast invoked by the Iod and the Pe, then mayest thou partake of this most secret sacrament."  This is contrasted with the Star Sapphire (Liber XXXVI)


     � Or bindu, the Sanskrit term for "seed," which has the obvious connotations form Thelemites.


     � Elixir Vitae.


     � Perdurabo means "I shall endure."  Crowley emphasized the "o" on the end, saying it was the 0 of infinity and the end, so that he would "...endure to the end for at the end there is naught to endure."  This harmonizes nicely with the theme of the chapter.


     � A rather trivial fact, about which he never ceased bragging to his readers and disciples.  Not to trivialize the discipline involved, but it is clear enough that Crowley was an incorrigible liar and exaggerator.  In the end, the critical reader begins to get the sense of listening to an ageing British nobleman spin tall tales about his years in the army and his prowess on horseback, etc.  If we counted up all the pages he wrote upon this sport and compiled them in a single volume, it would probably become more apparent to what extent this is all just juvenile self-aggrandisement and boring drivel, and not at all suitable to an ego-less mystic.


     � Repetition of a single word or phrase rapidly turns it into nonsense.  Then, it becomes easy.  At last, the repetition is unconscious and automatic so that the rest of the mystic's psychic faculties can be liberated for higher things while the lower parts of the ruach are thoroughly occupied by the menial chore of mantra.  This also has implications in relation to the counsel to "die daily.  The practice of sex will allow the Will of the Semen (so to speak) to work through you.  Also, it is a hint at the nature of the formula of the Magister Templi.





