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DEVOTION


Master Magician (M:.)





prepared by Sabazius Xº








Element: Fire.  Chakra: Svâdisthâna ("Abode of Itself").





"4. He experiences Death." - MWT





"I then proceed to the climax of its career in death and show how this sacrament both consecrates (or rather, sets its seal upon) the previous procedure and gives a meaning thereto, just as the auditing of an account enables the merchant to see his year's transactions in perspective." - Confessions





Recommended for Study:





Liber AL





The Confessions of Aleister Crowley, pp. 705-707 on the Word of the Master Mason


Liber DCCC (800): The Ship


"The Emerald Tablet of Hermes" [attached]


Little Essays Toward Truth [New Falcon]


Liber XXX Aerum vel Saeculi, sub figura CDXVIII (418): The Vision and the Voice [EQ I:5]





Liber CVI (106): Concerning Death [EQ III:10]


"Good Hunting!," by Aleister Crowley [In The Continuum, Vol II, No. 11]


"Transmigration," by Allan Bennett [Magical Link, Dec/Jan 1987/8, attached]


Liber ThIShARB vel Viae Memoriae, sub figura CMXIII (913) [B4]


"The Dream of Scipio," from De Republica by Cicero [several editions available]


The Tibetan Book of the Dead, compiled and edited by W.Y. Evans-Wentz [Oxford Univ. Press]


*The Egyptian Book of the Dead, transl. by Dr. Raymond Faulkner [Chronicle Books]





MTP, Chapters 7 (III, IV, V, VI), 11, 12 and 18, Appendix III


MWT, Chapters 4, 17, 37, 41, 47, 61, 63, 68, 76





Liber O, Section V and VI: Body of Light





"The Zodiac and the Tarot," by A. Crowley [attached]





"Qabalistic Dogma," by Aleister Crowley [CW, Vol. I]


"Gematria," by Aleister Crowley [in 777 and other Qabalistic Works of A.C., Weiser, 1973]





Study the Third Degree Ritual with your initiator.





Recommended for Memorization:





Book 4, Appendix V: Columns 3, 4, 5, 6, 11, 64, 82, 83, 84, 90, 91, 92 (777: Columns LXVII, XCVII, XCVIII, CXXXVII, CXXXVIII, CXXXIX, CLXXV, CLXXVI, CLXXVII)


The Steps, Signs, Grips, Words and Catechisms of the Minerval, First, Second and Third Degrees





Supplementary Reading:





Study the life and teachings of Husayn ibn-Mansur El-Hallaj (d. 922 e.v.).  A few useful references:


   *The Passion of Al-Hallaj: Mystic and Martyr of Islam by Louis Massignon, edited and translated by Herbert Mason as Hallaj: Mystic and Martyr [Bollingen Series XCVIII, Princeton University Press] 


   *The History of Islam, by Robert Payne [Dorset]


   *Scandal: Essays in Islamic Heresy, by Peter Lamborn Wilson [Autonomedia]


   


DRHM, Part 1


Occult Exercises and Practices, by Gareth Knight


How to Develop Psychometry, by W.E. Butler


A Strange Story, by Sir Edward Bulwer Lytton





Liber Tau vel Kabbalae Trium Literarum, sub figura CD (400) [HBT]


Sepher Sephiroth, sub figura D [in 777 and other Qabalistic Works of A.C., Weiser, 1973]


The Tree of Life, by Israel Regardie


The Philosopher's Stone, by Israel Regardie





The Kabballah Unveiled, transl. by S.L. MacGregor Mathers


The Sepher Yetzirah


Liber MMCMXI (2911): A Note on Genesis, by Allen Bennett [EQ I:2]


The Canon: An Exposition of the Pagan Mystery Perpetuated in the Cabala as the Rule of All the Arts, by William Stirling [Research Into Lost Knowledge Organization/Thorsons]


�



"Abide With Me" (hymn by Henry Francis Lyte) [in most Protestant hymnals]


"The Magician" [The Equinox, Vol. I, No. 1]


"Invocation to Hecate" from Orpheus, by Aleister Crowley [CW]


"Anthem" from The Ship, by Aleister Crowley [The Equinox, Vol. I, No. 10]





Study the symbolism of the first three degrees of Freemasonry.  A few useful references:


   *Manual of Freemasonry, by Richard Carlile [Kessinger]


   *Duncan's Masonic Ritual and Monitor, by Malcolm C. Duncan


   *Darkness Visible, by Walton Hannah


   *The Meaning of Masonry, by W.L. Wilmshurst


   *The Lost Key, by Prentiss Tucker


   *Morals and Dogma, by Albert Pike [Kessinger]





Study the Mysteries of Dionysus, Orpheus, Odin, Attis, Adonis, Isis and Osiris, Inanna and Dumuzi, and the Eleusinian Mysteries; along with the ancient customs of ritual kingship and sacrifice.  A few useful references:


   *The Golden Bough, by J.G. Frazer


   *Sacrifice and Sacrament, by E.O. James [Thames & Hudson]


   *The Ancient Mysteries: A Sourcebook, ed. by Marvin W. Meyer [Harper San Francisco]


   *The New Larousse Encyclopedia of Mythology


   *Comparative Mythology, by Jaan Puhvel [Johns Hopkins University Press]


   *Rites and Symbols of Initiation, by Mircea Eliade [Harper Torchbooks]


   *The Greek Myths, by Robert Graves [George Braziller]


   *The Histories of Herodotus


   *The Metamorphoses of Ovid





Recommended Practices:





Continue with regular practice of Asana, Prânâyâma and Mantrayoga.


Meditate on the Tarot Trumps The Tower, Death, The Moon and The Hermit, in terms of your initiation.


Using the tools you have been given, develop your awareness of Subtle Energies, and control over your Subtle Body.


In your diary, include a record of your dreams, and your interpretations thereof.





�



Supplementary Practices:





Past Lives: perform a series of meditative exercises with the goal of exploring your own previous incarnations.





Subtle Energy:


- study some branch of Martial Arts, Ch'i Kung, Reiki and/or other physical training methods that teach awareness and use of Ki or Ch'i.�


- Psychometry: develop your ability to perceive Subtle Energies within a physical object.


- develop your ability to sense and interpret auras.


  


Keep a notebook of your Qabalistic researches, modeled after Libri 777 and D.





Required for Advancement:





Bring two persons suitable for initiation to the Order, preferably by signing as sponsor (one of the two required) on their Preliminary Pledge Forms.�


Pay your dues and initiation fees, and apply for advancement.


Pass the required (closed book) examination on the Steps, Signs, Grips, Words and Catechisms of 0º, Iº, IIº and IIIº; and on Book 4, Appendix V: Columns 0, 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 8, 11, 14, 33, 60, 61, 62, 64, 82, 83, 84, 90, 91, 92 (777: Columns I, II, III, VII, XII, XIV, XLI, LIV, LV, LXIII, LXVII, XCVII, XCVIII, CXXXVII, CXXXVIII, CXXXIX, CLXXV, CLXXVI, CLXXVII).


Minimum time in degree: one year.  As in the previous degrees, you are encouraged to make your own decision as to your readiness to proceed.  When you are ready to take the examination, contact a Lodge Master or the Electoral College.





January 1998 e.v.








�









THE EMERALD TABLET OF HERMES














It is true, it is certain without error, it is of all truth: that which is above is as that which is below, and that which is below is as that which is above, to perform the miracles of the One Thing.


As all things originate from One, by the contemplation of One, so all things arise from this One Thing by adaptation.


The Sun is its father, and the Moon its mother.  Earth is its nurse, Air bears it in its bosom.


It is the father of all works of wonder throughout the whole world.  The power thereof is perfecting if it be cast into Earth.


Separate the earth from the fire, the subtle from the gross, gently, with much sagacity.  It ascends from earth to heaven and descends again to earth, hence it receives the powers of things above and of things below.


By this means shalt thou obtain the glory of the whole world; and therefore shall all obscurity flee before thee.


It is the strong force of all force, for it overcometh all that is subtle and penetrateth all that is solid.


Thus was the universe created.


Hence will there be marvelous adaptations achieved, after this manner.


For this reason am I called Thrice Greatest Hermes, for I hold the three components of the wisdom of the whole world.


I have completed what I have to tell concerning the Operation of the Sun.








�









CATECHISM OF THE THIRD DEGREE





Variously Called


The Sign of Brotherhood, or


The Seven Bonds of Brotherhood





To be learned, along with all steps, signs, grips, words, and other catechisms of the 0º, Iº, IIº and IIIº before taking the Fourth Degree





Under the seal of the obligation of the Third Degree





 Both approach with clenched right hands, backs [of the hands] upwards, and then reciprocally grasp the thumbs.  Three distinct pressures are then given.  One says: 


 I give my hand in sure relation


 The other answers: 


 As of True Brother with True Brother.


 Approach the feet, so that the right foot of each is between the two feet of the other.  One says: 


 I pledge my foot for firm foundation


 The other answers: 


 Of our straight walking with each other.


 Touch the right knees and say together: 


 My knee bends not in supplication


 Either to you or to another.


 Advancing the lower part of the torso, one says: 


 My body doth not do you wrong.


 The other, advancing the breast, replies: 


 My bosom keeps your secrets close.


 The first, putting his mouth to the other's ear: 


 My mouth speaks to you, truth in song.


 The second, putting his mouth to the ear of the first,  while both throw the left arm over the back of the other: 


 My arm defends you from your foes.





 This Sign and Grip, combined, demands a Word.  It is  the Word by which you were raised, the Word by which we triumph over death.  This word is too sacred to utter on any other occasion; and you will therefore say instead of it, a sentence whose initials are formed from the letters of the  Word taken in reverse order.  This sentence is: .... .......... ...... ......; which means: "Now is the blessing of Death at hand."  [The sentence is given by alternating words.]





� CAUTION: in exploring the above fields, it is important to leaven your experiences with a healthy dose of reason.  There are many "Masters" in these fields, many of whom are not pure charlatans and megalomaniacs; but most of whom will demand a certain amount of deference, time and professed loyalty from you.  Treat them with respect, but do not accept their dicta with blind faith simply out of respect for their source: test them.  Also, do not allow them to embroil you in their own personal politics.


� Care should be taken in sponsoring candidates; because, according to Liber CI, Twelfth House, "it is incumbent upon the honour of every Brother not to abuse [the privileges of membership], and the sponsors of any Brother who does so, as well as he himself, will 
