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Foreword

With the publication of this volume, Llewellyn Publications
begins a new era of Golden Dawn history and magical practice.
Whether the student is a member of a group, a temple, or a
solitary practitioner, he/she will be able to use this information to
enrich his/her magical practice.

The 0=0 Commentary is the first of five books which will
explain in depth the Neophyte and Elemental Grade initiation
rituals. Although some of the material is familiar, there is much
in the way of new data, instructions, and explanation of sym-
bolism which has never been in print before now. Much of the
information is from original Stella Matutina, Whare Ra, and
Smaragdum Thalasses Inner Order Documents.

The GD rituals that have been published for the past fifty
years are merely skeletons of the ceremonies. In other words,
they explain merely what happens on the physical plane. These
explanations came primarily from Z.1 and Z.5 documents, which
were intended for the newly initiated Adeptus Minor who had
just entered the Inner Order. The AM had just begun the Inner
Order journey. It rather parallels the status of the Neophyte
being newly initiated into the Outer Order.



The Inner Order documents presented in this and further volumes
were intended for the seasoned Adept who was accomplished in the
Inner Order procedures. The astral workings of the temple are
described, as well as instructions on the god-form assumption and
manipulation of the five currents of energy which are present in the 0=0
ceremony. For the first time, the currents of Aroueris, Isis, Nephthys,
Thoth, and Osiris are described. As one reads this book and begins to
understand the true meaning of the rituals, it becomes clear why the
officers of the temple were to be trained Adepts. The balance, clarity, and
power required to correctly perform the ceremonies are easily
noticeable.

Also in the book, Zalewski describes in detail the manipulations of the
Candidate's aura by the temple officers. How the individual currents
affect the Candidate at each level of the ritual, how and when he is
exposed to the Light of the Higher Self, and how he is protected at all
times from the Evil Persona and any other negative forces is revealed. It
gives one a sense of respect for the Adepts who perform the ritual and an
understanding of the amount of time and effort spent to be able to perform
it effectively.

Israel Regardie himself stated that a person could perform self initiation.
He also mentioned personally to me that he felt that the Neophyte (0=0)
initiation and the Adeptus Minor initiation rituals were of the utmost
importance and should be experienced if the student had the opportunity
to participate in them. With the information provided in this book, the
reader may begin to see the true value these initiations play in the
development of the student's psyche and subsequent evolution towards
the Light and Conversation with the Holy Guardian Angel.

Regardie's own comments on the rituals are rather apt:

From one point of view the officers employed in these Rituals
represent just such psychic projections. They represent, even as
figures in dreams do, different aspects of man himself—
personifications of abstract psychological principles inhering
within the human spirit. Through the admittedly artificial or
conventional means of a dramatic projection of these personi-



fled principles in a well-ordered ceremony a reaction is induced in
consciousness. This reaction is calculated to arouse from their
dormant condition those hitherto latent faculties represented
objectively in the Temple of Initiation by the officers. Without the
least conscious effort on the part ofthe aspirant, an involuntary
current of sympathy is produced by this external delineation of
spiritual paths which may be sufficient to accomplish the
purpose of the initiation ceremony. The aesthetic appeal to the
imagination—quite apart from what could be called the intrinsic
magical virtue with which the G.D. documents Z.1 and Z.3 deal at
some length—stirs to renewed activity the life of the inner domain.
And the entire action of this type of dramatic ritual is that the soul
may discover itself exalted to the heights, and during that
mystical elevation receive the rushing forth of the Light.'

The reader is about to view the 0=0 ceremony from a depth that was
unavailable to either Regardie or Aleister Crowley. The magician will
now be able to perform the ceremonies with much more understanding
and effectiveness. With practice and perseverance, he/she has a great
chance of fulfilling the purpose for which the rituals were originally
designed.

I personally find the 0=0 ritual to be one of the most beautiful and
moving ceremonies which a group can perform. In a full temple setting,
with the Pillars, the robes, weapons, banners, and officers, it is
something truly unique. When performed to its fullest potential, it affects
not only the Candidate and the officers but all members present in the
hall. When one is performing the role of an officer, the influx of energy
and Light created brings one into direct contact with his/her spiritual
potential and powers. Anyone wishing to achieve this state, and who is
willing to persevere through a series of often dramatic transformations,
will indeed be well rewarded by the greater awareness of his Higher
Genius.

—Soror M.A.A.E.M., Co-Chief
Ra-Horakhty Temple

Hermetic Society of the Golden Dawn
Federal Way, Washington

'Regardie, Israel, The Golden Dawn, Llewellyn Publications, p. 27



Introduction

The concept of writing commentaries on the Neophyte Ritual (0=0) of
the Golden Dawn was initially formulated as an Order document called
the Z.5. We started writing this document in 1982, the year our Thoth-
Hermes Temple was chartered by W. H. (Jack) Taylor. Taylor was a former
Hierophant (of 7=4 grade) of the New Zealand Temple, Whare Ra. This
temple was founded in 1912 by Dr. R. W. Felkin.

The Z.5 document was originally intended to be restricted to members
of the Inner Order of Thoth-Hermes. It included many of the "word of
mouth" teachings passed on by Taylor and other Inner Order Adepti from
Whare Ra under whom we trained. The Z.5 was written to fill in information
left out of two other Order papers, the Z.1 and Z.3. It also was designed to
bridge the gap between the two papers.

The Z.1 paper is a technical explanation of the meanings and
descriptions of the temple officers. The Z.3 is a clairvoyant description
of the admission of the candidate. [The Z.1, Z.2, and Z.3 documents can be
found in Book 5 of The Golden Dawn, edited by Israel Regardie, Llewellyn,
6th Edition, 1989. The Z.1 document is entitled "The Enterer of the
Threshold." The Z.2 document is



entitled "The Formulae of the Magic of Light," and the Z.3 is entitled
"The Symbolism of the Admission of the Candidate."]

This book has been designed for the experienced Golden Dawn
practitioner. It contains: 5=6 explanations of the 0=0 Ceremony,
previously unpublished teachings from the 6=5 and 7=4 grades of the
Stella Matutina, and later teachings from the Smaragdum Thalasses.
"Smaragdum Thalasses" is the New Zealand name given to the order
after Whare Ra withdrew from the Stella Matutina in 1933.

We have brought all of this information together in a unified format
rather than stretch it out over the three Inner Order grades. Examples
of this consolidation are given in "The Control and Functions of the
Officers on the Dais," Chapter 2.

For some readers of this book, there may be areas that are initially
incomprehensible. Dedicated reading and study will eventually bring
an understanding of the material presented. For others, who have
studied on their own or through various temples, we hope that the
additional material will give more insight into the 0=0 grade.

When we first decided to do this book, we were faced with the
problem of what to do with the existing Z.1 and Z.3 documents and
their colorful but somewhat archaic language. We were not sure
whether to rewrite them, omit them, use only our additional
material, or leave them in and blend them in with the newer
material so that the whole package could be presented in full.
Ultimately, we chose the latter, which saved the reader from going
book to book trying to fit the puzzle into place. In doing this, we have
re-formatted the Z.1 and Z.3 documents to eliminate duplicate
material. The importance of understanding the technical aspects of the
Neophyte Ceremony cannot be overemphasized. It is the backbone of
the Z.2 paper. This paper outlines ritual ceremony for Evocation,
Consecration of Talismans, Invisibility, Transformations, Spiritual
Development, Divination, and Alchemy. In the Neophyte Ritual of the
Z.2, the Adept assumes the role of the Hierophant. The Hierophant
must understand every aspect of what is happening in the ritual so
that he/she can control the ceremony and give the forces life. He/she
must also be able to dissect each layer of the ritual. If one area is
lacking, he/she must be able to



counterbalance the energies so that harmony prevails throughout the
ceremony.

Both the Z.1 and the Z.3 documents were written very early in Golden
Dawn history, around 1892 or earlier—barely four years after the first
Neophyte Ceremony was conducted_ After this, there was little input of this
depth on the subject of the Neophyte ceremony by later Temples.

In 1903, the Golden Dawn split into two factions. The splinter group, led
by Robert W. Felkin, formed the Stella Matutina, which retained the bulk of
the Golden Dawn's Inner Order. Most members remained in the Order until
World War 1. Even in the 1920s, there were still some original Golden Dawn
Adepti in the Stella Matutina. The 30 or so years of ritual experience gained
in both Orders were shared with other Order members. A good example of
this was the Hermes Temple in Bristol, England. During the 1930s, the
Hermes Temple had a number of members who had been trained by Golden
Dawn Adepti.

Israel Regardie, the editor of The Golden Dawn and several books on the
Order, was a member of the Hermes Temple in Bristol during the 1930s.
According to him, when questioned on this point in 1983, his only temple
contacts during that time were with the Chiefs. He never met other
members, though one person came to witness the consecration of his
Elemental Weapons—which some, suprisingly enough, considered a major
event in a temple. Because of this, Regardie was not aware that there were
other members of the order with ritual experience.

Actually, the temple had a number of members with extensive ritual
experience, but they had chosen to isolate themselves from other temple
members during this time. Some of these members had been taught by
Golden Dawn Adepti. Though well into their 70s, they were still actively
engaged in Golden Dawn ritual.

The New Zealand Temple, Whare Ra, was also a good example of this
cumulative type of teaching. Dr. Felkin was in charge of ritual training at
Whare Ra. Under his guidance, Whare Ra members were the best trained in
ritual magic of all the Golden Dawn temples, including the Hermes,
Amour', and Isis-Urania temples. This assertion is based on the
opinions of visiting members of those



temples who came to New Zealand.

Dr. Felkin ran ritual training in the New Zealand Order like a military
operation. He went into extraordinary detail on how and what was
happening. Around 1920, a former Golden Dawn Adept (from the old Isis-
Urania Temple) and his wife visited Felkin in New Zealand. They expressed
surprise at the ritual ability of some of the early Whare Ra Adepti. The
training procedures advocated by Felkin, in their opinion, far outstripped
those they had seen in the old Golden Dawn, as well as those of the
American temples that they had previously visited.

In the late 1920s, a Whare Ra Adept by the name of Hugh (Euan) Campbell
went to England to study the Dee manuscripts at the British Museum
library for two years. While there, he became friendly with Langford
Garstin, Chief of the Alpha et Omega (A.O.) Temple. Campbell's diary notes
make the comment that the rituals in this temple were "slip shod" (he
attended some Neophyte rituals and a 5=6 ritual) and lacked any real
determined effort. Though Campbell was friendly with Garstin, he found
that his Alpha et Omega Temple cousins treated rituals as a "chore that
was simply tolerated." Garstin, in fact, tried to persuade the young New
Zealander to stay in England and join his temple. Campbell had a high
respect for Garstin, and found his ability and knowledge to be the exception
rather than the rule in the A.O.

Whare Ra's isolation, in the small country village of Havelock North,
had its advantages. A large number of this temple's founding group
were extremely clairvoyant. When the temple was founded in 1912, Felkin
found himself with a tight-knit group of religious devotees that had much
to offer but no direction to go toward. When they applied themselves to the
Golden Dawn rituals, it was done in the manner of religious fervor and
fanaticism rarely seen outside the Middle Ages, and I make this comment
with the greatest respect.

From 1912 until the 1940s, when Whare Ra was at its peak, much of this
devotion to ritual produced some surprising results. For example, some
Adepti would clairvoyantly check each other, during the performance of
rituals, by viewing the state and color of the participants' auras.



My own experience of this type of checking procedure came from Jack
Taylor. He used to make me create the temple god-forms of the 0=0
grade in the astral—with all the correct coloring He would then proceed
to check each one and give a comment on whether it was correct or
not. If not, I would then have to start again_ One day, I decided to test
him on this by creating the form of a lion in the Invisible Station of
Horns. When he got to this form he told me, rather dryly, that I
should try a little further north—like Egypt —and leave the rest of the
pride behind. I never again tested his abilities. Admittedly, abilities
such as Taylor demonstrated were rare, but the number who
possessed this in the early days of Whare Ra was quite abnormally
high when compared to other temples.

I do not wish to give the impression that the greater number of
Whare Ra Adepts knew more about ritual than their old Golden Dawn
counterparts, because they did not. However, an inner core did exist
who excelled in ritual work.

Whare Ra members were taught courses in Tarot, astrology, and
Enochian work, along with the Z.2 documents, which were optional
studies. The first things taught new members, however, were the
mechanics of ritual. Some older members considered these to be of
singular importance, and taught them to the detriment of the other
studies. Students were required to keep their eyes on the cracks of the
concrete to locate exact places to stand and walk during the rituals.
This caused a great deal of pressure on Adepti and a number left the
Order because of it. Those who survived under this type of training
were mostly strict disciplinarians.

Before World War II, training by word of mouth was quite
detailed, and it produced a number of Adepts of high caliber. In the
final stage of Whare Ra's existence, however, from 1959 to the
temple's end in the late 1970s, this method of training deteriorated,
and the temple failed to produce the skilled leadership needed to
sustain it. Ritual training was inadequate and lacked the necessary
supplemental support of the Z papers. Adepti had to write their own
papers and formulate their own opinions as to what went on. As a
result, the last three Chiefs of the Order were unable to reach the skill
level of previous Chiefs, and the temple disbanded.

It is unfortunate that, in the final days of the temple, members



with the most ritual understanding failed to rise to any real position of
power. Those who were in charge had little knowledge to pass on to
others—with the exceptions of Taylor, Campbell, and one or two others.
This was aptly illustrated by a humorous anecdote related to us by a
couple that belonged to the temple during its final stages.

The couple reported that they had been instructed by a former late
Chief to "walk like an Egyptian" during rituals. The couple, puzzled by
what this meant, asked for further illumination. The Chief, obviously
unsure of what it meant herself, ignored their request. When we heard
this, we were reminded of the pop tune and video of the same name by
the Bangles. To this day, we cannot hear the tune nor watch the video
without bursting into laughter.

When we first got interested in magic, we studied the Golden Dawn
rituals from Regardie's published works. When put to the practical
test, this information on rituals left quite a number of questions
unanswered. It was not until our period with Taylor, and also other
Adepti who helped, that we began to truly understand ritual work and
record this understanding on paper. We began to feel like Carlos
Castaneda felt in the presence of Don Juan (see The Teachings of Don
Juan: A Yaqui Way of Knowledge) and were forever taking notes on
instructions, conversation and general folklore from Whare Ra. We
knew that the opportunity we had was a once-in-alifetime experience
and should not be lost. We found that we virtually had to start again
from scratch.

As we conducted the physical actions of each ceremony, we had to
learn the functions on the many different levels of the astral, about
which virtually nothing had been written in the published papers of
the Order. This type of teaching was the "word of mouth" type that had
been handed down from Hierophant to Hierophant since the
formation of the Order in England.

Over the years of our association with Taylor one thing became
obvious—we had much to learn about ritual work. We were extremely
fortunate to come under Taylor's wing. We also were enriched by our
acquaintance with the elite circle of ex-Inner Order Whare Ra members,
who continually helped us and gave us advice over the years.

It is unfortunate that some of the published comments about the



Stella Matutina are blatantly contemptuous. Reading these accounts,
one would consider that most of the members were a bunch of
incompetents who were mixing in things they knew little about. Most
of this stemmed from Regardie's comments of his experiences in the
Hermes Temple and the tampering with the ritual documents. This,
however, was not always the case in the New Zealand Temple. While it
is true that their scholarship left a lot to be desired in some areas of the
Order's teaching, they were quite exceptional at ritual magic.

The best I have ever seen was Taylor, and the members of the Order
of the Table Round. This was a small Arthurian Order that Felkin
brought to New Zealand along with the Golden Dawn. It had a large
number of Whare Ra, Inner Order, members within it.

When we were initiated into this side Order (before we were initiated
into the Golden Dawn, or the Smaragdum Tha la sses, as it is called in
New Zealand), all those on the dais and most of the floor officers were
Inner Order Golden Dawn members as well. This was a totally different
experience from any dry Masonic type Order that we had experienced
before. Here, it seemed to us, was ritual magic in its essence. The
experiences at the hands of this well-drilled collection of officers left
their mark on us. While we had practiced Golden Dawn rituals before,
they were nothing compared to this level. The problem, of course, was
our own lack of experience and our inability to recognize the
ritualistic signposts.

Over the next few years we found we were swamped with the amount
of unpublished material on these rituals. Taylor, to my mind, was
something of a ritualistic genius who could dissect and instantly point
to the problem. One of his favorite anecdotes was a conversation he
had with Mrs. Felkin back in the 1930s. Jack commented, after a
Neophyte practice, that everyone had managed their parts without
making a mistake. Mrs. Felkin countered that there might have been
perfection in the rendition, but there had been no power to the ritual.
Jack had to agree. It was this type of mechanical approach to ritual
on the mundane level that Taylor abhorred. He tried to make all those
he taught look deeper into themselves.

Although learning about ritual magic from books such as this



leaves a lot to be desired, it is often the only way to learn the subject,
especially when a teacher is not available. This book is a tool, and a helpful
guide based on the observations of a number of Adepts from the Golden
Dawn, the Stella Matutina, and the Smaragdum Thalasses. It has been
designed to make you aware of certain areas of importance in ritual. But
only your own training and practice will make some of the things described
here happen.

We have chosen the Neophyte Ceremony for the first of our books on
ritual, because it is the essence of the Z.2 rituals from which all of the
Second Order Rituals are based. To understand and perform the Z.2
correctly, one must know the higher functions of the Neophyte Ceremony.

Within the Golden Dawn teachings, within the "word of mouth" category,
is the continual reference to magnetic manipulation of the aura. This starts
at the Neophyte grade and continues through the 7=4 grade. Some of the
"word of mouth" techniques, taught to us by Taylor, go back to the old
Golden Dawn. However, we have taken the liberty of expanding them
somewhat in this book. Eliphas Levi says in his Transcendental Magic.

When the magus has attained lucidity, whether through the
mediation of a pythoness or by his own development, he
communicates and directs at will the magnetic vibrations in the
whole mass of the Astral Light, the currents of which he divines by
means of the Magic Wand, which is a perfected divining rod. By the
aid of these vibrations he influences the nervous system of persons
made subject to his action, accelerates or suspends the currents of
life, soothes or tortures, heals or hurts—in fine, slays or brings to
life....

This is possibly an oversimplification. However, it is a highly accurate
statement of the actions of ritual magic and the actions of the Hierophant
and his Scepter during a ceremony such as that of the Neophyte. Just by
studying the magnetic actions alone, one enters a labyrinth world of
magnetism that has many layers. Some of these we hope to discuss in
this book.

Over twenty years ago, I studied Tantra under the late Vivandatta. He
made me aware of the use of the auric energies of the body.



He used his own aura to magnetically increase his body's vibrational pitch
and thus sensitize it to certain etheric fields. This is where teachers like Taylor,
who have the same ability as Vivandatta to control their aura, could teach at
their best. They would not only tell you, they would show you. Taylor had the
ability to take you out of your own physical body and introduce you to the
magnetic currents in the ritual, one level at a time. The experience has to be
undergone to be believed. But in doing this, he demonstrated a power
that I have never perceived in any other magician before. He was truly
awesome in this field, something which went against his frail body which
was confined to a wheelchair in his twilight years.

When doing ritual, there is no substitute for practice. At Whare Ra,
whenever possible, ritual practice was done once a week. Some temples
train just once a month with only the officers conducting the ceremony
attending. We would suggest that once a week be the average, with as many
people as will fit into the Hall. Have those present take notes on their
impressions of the movements, errors, and so on. This keeps everyone alert
during the proceedings. The mechanics can be quickly learned this way.
Furthermore, it leaves the way free for everyone to concentrate on the inner
mechanisms. It is no good saying after the ritual that "it was really
powerful this time." Rather, everyone must be able to dissect it and say why
it was powerful or why the power was lacking. Ritual training is very hard
work, make no mistake about it. People get quickly bored if they are half-
hearted about it.

In this book there are a number of old concepts that have never been
publicly revealed before and many new ones that we have developed. We
hope that, over the years, others will benefit from our experiences and
eventually improve on our meager notes. We are fast approaching an age
where instruments, whether electronic, radionic, or a combination of
both, will be able to categorize precisely the various energy levels
during different parts of the ritual. The future adept may be able to use
these, like biofeedback principles, to improve his or her performance. Until
then, there is still a lot of hard work ahead of us. For those of you who may
wish to study the magnetic theory from the scientific viewpoint of radi-
onics, we would suggest reading David V. Tansley's book, Radiorics



Interface with the Ether Fields, especially the chapter on the "Geometric
Etheric Link."

This book has been divided into two parts. Part one gives the 0=0
ritual, which is taken from one of Whare Ra's earliest documents. It
was written around 1912. When Whare Ra withdrew from the Stella
Matutina in 1933, the rituals then simply crossed out the words
"Stella Matutina" and inserted "Smaragdum Thalasses." This copy
belonged to a former Chief of that Temple, Mason Chambers. He was
one of the three Chiefs that Felkin left in charge, when he returned to
England after his initial visit to New Zealand. When compared to
previously published versions of the ritual, by Regardie, Torrens, and
Gilbert, one will find, in some instances, additional material on the
pivots, turns, etc., but also there are some areas lacking. There is an
Alternate Adoration, given here, which was left up to the discretion of
the Hierophant to use. In addition, more information is provided on
the ceremony of the Eucharist, at the end of the ceremony, which has
not been published before.

Overall, it would be a fair comment to say that the Stella Matutina
versions of the Neophyte Rituals are far more descriptive than the
early Golden Dawn ones that have been examined. A comparison with
the published versions of both Torrens and Regardie will bear this out.
The reason for this is unclear. It is possible they were re-edited by a
group of Adepti under the Morgan Rothe (M.R.), the name for the
Order between 1900 and 1903. "Morgan Rothe" is a Germanic name
which loosely translates as "Red Dawn."

There are a number of other possibilities for the discrepancies in the
versions. Perhaps the papers were re-edited later by the Stella
Matutina, or the temple copies from the original master copies of
Mathers were condensed to save additional writing.

Another version of the Neophyte Ceremony, written three years after
the original breakup of the Order in 1900, is published by R.A. Gilbert
in his Golden Dawn: Twilight of the Magicians. This is, in some respects,
closer to, though not identical with, the New Zealand version
published here.

Part two gives the explanation in a step-by-step easy-to-follow
format. The whole book is designed to show the type of procedure a
person encounters when joining a Golden Dawn Temple.



On a final note, there are a number of purists who go against any
tampering with the Golden Dawn rituals. In the past, some of this
tampering has been inferior and deserved critics In other areas, such
as the Consecration Rituals of the Elemental Weapons, the changes
made by the Stella Matutina, in the Hermes Temple at Bristol, were
superior to the original Golden Dawn documents. This is a point that
most Golden Dawn aspirants will agree on, though each case must be
presented on its own merits.

Some years ago, I had a discussion with a high-ranking member of
the Order who took great pains to point out the "absolute correctness
of the Consecration of the Vault Ceremony' after I suggested a change
to it without telling this person what the change was. After some
deliberation, this person was rather red-faced when informed that the
consecration of Fire and Water was done in the reverse manner to
what it should be, a basic error of some importance in a very
important ceremony. Perfection in ritual is a goal to be strived for, and
to do this one must be constantly trying to improve on the old to make
it better where possible. But change in this area must be made for all
the right reasons, and not for change's sake alone. The Golden Dawn is
no exception. Some may consider that we have complicated an already
complex system. For example, in our own case, when we were first
introduced to many of the "word of mouth" teachings, we had our fair
share of headaches trying to fathom out the intricacy of Golden Dawn
ritual work. On more than one occasion, we wondered whether
this was all necessary. Taylor put this to us very simply:

If you do not understand the deeper meaning of ritual, whether it
be Golden Dawn or otherwise, then all you are doing is marking
time and not growing in this area. The human soul and its
connection to ritual is more complex that we have even dreamed
about and, if you want to get to the kernel of this, then you will
have to work long and hard. Even though I am now 87, and have
been doing Golden Dawn ritual work for nearly 60 years, I still
learn more every time I read or study the rituals. My own teacher
told me years ago to make the complex second nature and then
will you start to understand the deeper meaning of ritual.



We in New Zealand have not tried to set ourselves up as the last
word on Golden Dawn ritual teachings. But we have tried, in our own
way, to present some of the information we have learned to Golden
Dawn enthusiasts. This needed to be done, for Whare Ra lasted the
longest of the Golden Dawn temples. If we had waited for some elderly
members of the Hermes-Bristol Temple to break their quarter of a
century of salence and publish a volume such as this, I feel we should
have a long wait.

If there are Golden Dawn Temples like our Thoth-Hermes that are
there by "Apostolic Succession" and have the training and knowledge
to pass on information and are reticent through their Obligation, then
I make no apology for this work because they have preferred to keep
the information to themselves at the expense of others who wish to
learn. Personally, I find this type of attitude intolerable, especially in
this day and age. To my mind, this is taking a step back to the dark
ages of occultism. This information, which is slowly but surely making
its way to the general public, is becoming an almost unstoppable tide.
It is quite obvious to many that this is the way in which the Golden
Dawn can be brought into the 21st century.

—Pat  Zalewski
Wellington, New Zealand






Part 1
The Ritual



The Neophyte Ritual
of Whare Ra Temple

0=0 Grade of the First Order of the
Stella Matutina

Officers
Imperator, Praemonstrator, Cancellarius

Hierophant—red robe, lamen, crown-headed scepter. Hiereus —

black robe, lamen, sword.

Hegemon —white robe, lamen, mitre-headed scepter. Kerux
—lamen, lamp, wand.

Stolistes —lamen, cup of lustral water.

DadoUchos —lamen, thurbile.

Sentinel —lamen, sword.

Requirements
Red rose, cross, triangle, chalice, paten, salt, bread, lamp, hoodwink,

sample sash, chemical change, and roll of membership.
Opening
When members are assembled and clothed, Hierophant gives one



knock. Kerux (Kerukains) goes to right of Hierophant, faces West,
elevates wand and says:-

Kerux: Hekas, Hekas, Este Bebeloi.

Kerux returns to his place by East and South, giving the Grade Sign as
he passes the Throne of the East. (N.B.: In all movements of officers and
members the course of the Sun—a clockwise direction—must be
followed, except in reverse circumambulation, though it may not
invariably be necessary to pass immediately in front anise Hierophant;
but, when this latter is done, the Grade Salute mutt be given, as also
when well within the Portal on entering or leaving the Hall. The Grade
sign must be made in the direction of movement—clockwise, except
when entering or leaving the Hall, when it is made towards the
Hierophant.)

Hierophant rises with one knock.

Hiero: Fratres and Sorores of the Order of the Stella Matutina, assist me
to open the Hall of the Neophytes.

All rise.
Frater Kerux, see that the Hall is properly guarded.

Kerux ascertains that the Hall is properly guarded by giving one knock—
or he unlocks the door, looks out, then recloses and relocks the door.
Sentinel replies by giving one knock with the hilt of his sword. (This
applies also to closing.) If Sentinel is not present, Kerux gives one knock
in reply to himself.

Kerux: Very Honored Hierophant, the Hall is properly guarded.

Hiero: Honored Hiereus, guard the hither side of the Portal and assure
yourself that all present have beheld the Morning Star.

Hiereus passes to the door, stands in front of it with sword, Kerux at
his right hand with lamp and wand.

Hiereus: Fratres and Sorores of the Order of the Stella Matutina, give the
Signs of the Neophyte.



Done. Hiereus gives Signs.
Very Honored Hierophant, all present have been so honored. Hiereus
returns to his place. The Hierophant repeats the Signs.

Hiero: Let the number of Officers of the Grade and the nature of their
offices be proclaimed once again, that the powers whose images they are
may be re-awalkened in the spheres of those now present and in the
sphere of this Order, for by names and images are all powers
awakened and re-awakened.

Gives Sign of Silence.
Honored Hiereus, how many Chief Officers are there in this Grade?

Hiereus: There are three Chief Officers: the Hierophant, Hiereus, and
Hegemon. (Hierophantria, Hiereia, and Hegemone, if they are
feminine.)

Hiero: Is there any peculiarity in these Names? Hiereus:
They all commence with the letter 'H.” Hiero: And of what is
this Letter a symbol?

Hiereus: Of Life, because the letter 'H is our mode of representing the
ancient Greek aspirate or breathing, and Breath is evidence of Life.

Hiero: How many lesser Officers are there?

Hiereus: There are three besides the Sentinel: Kerux (Kerukaina), Stolistes
(Stolistria), and Dadouchos (Dadouche). The Sentinel guards the Portal
of the Hall and has a sword in his hand to keep out intruders. It is his
duty to prepare the Candidate.

Hiero: Frater Dadouchos, your station and duties?

Dadouchos: My station is in the South to symbolize Heat and Dryness,
and my duty is to see that the Lamp and Fires of the Temple are ready
at the Opening, and to watch over the Censer and Incense, and to
consecrate the Hall and the



Fratres and Sorores and the Candidate with Fire. Hiero:

Frater Stolistes, your station and duties?

Stolistes: My station is in the North, to symbolize Cold and Moisture,

and my duties are to see that the Robes and Collars and Insignia of the
Officers are ready at the Opening, and to watch over the Cup of Lustral
Water and to purify the Hall and the Fratres and Sorores and the
Candidate with Water.

Hiero: Frater Kerux, your station and duties?

Kerux: My station is within the Portal; my duties are to see that the

furniture of the Hall is properly arranged at the Opening, and to guard
the inner side of the Portal, to admit Fratres and Sorores, and to
watch over the reception of the Candidate, and to lead all mystic
Circurmmambulations, carry the Lamp of my Office, and to make all
reports and announcements. My Lamp is a symbol of the Hidden
Knowledge and my Wand is a symbol of its directing power.

Hiero: Honored Hegemon, your station and duties?

Hegemon: My station is between the Two Pillars of Hermes and Solomon,

and my face is towards the Cubical Altar of the Universe. My duty is
to watch over the Gateway of the Hidden Knowledge, for I am the
Reconciler between Light and Darkness. I watch over the reception of
the Candidate and his preparation, and I lead him in the Path that
conducts from Darkness to Light. The White Color of my robe is the
color of Purity, my ensign of office is a Mitre-headed scepter to
symbolize religion which guides and regulates life, and my Office
symbolizes those higher Aspirations of the Soul which should guide its
actions.

Hiero: Honored Hiereus, your station and duties?

Hiereus: My station is on the Throne of the West and is a symbol of increase

of Darkness and decrease of Light, and I am the Master of
Darkness. 1 keep the Gateway of the West and watch over the
reception of the Candidate and over lesser



Officers in the doing of their work. My black Robe is an image of the
darkness that was upon the face of the Waters. I carry the sword of
Judgment and the banner of the Evening Tuwilight, which is the
Banner of the West, and I am called Fortitude by the Unhappy.

Hiero: My station is on the Throne of the East in the place where the Sun
rises, and I am Master of the Hall, governing it according to the Laws
of the Order, as HE whose image I am, is the Master of all who worlk for
the Hidden Knowledge. My robe is red because of Uncreated Fire and
Created Fire, and I hold the Scepter of Power and the Banner of the
Morning Light, which is the Banner of the East. I am called Power and
Mercy and Light and Abundance, and I am the Expounder of the
Muysteries.

Frater Stolistes, I command you to purify the Hall and members
with Water.

Stolistes goes to the East and faces Hierophant, salutes, and makes a
cross with Cup and sprinkles thrice with first and second fingers and
thumb of right hand. Passes to South, West, and North, facing each point
as he repeats cross and sprinkling, completes circle by returning to East
where he faces East and says:—

I purify with Water.
Salutes Throne and returns to place by South and West.

Hiero: Frater Dadouchos, I command you to consecrate the Hall and
members with Fire.

Dadouchos passes by West and North to East, faces Hierophant, salutes,
holds thurible chain short and makes a cross, then lengthens the
chain and censes with three forward swings, passes South, West, and
North, facing each point, making a cross and three swings, completes
circle by returning East, faces Hierophant and raises the thurible on
high saying:—

I consecrate with Fire.



Salutes Throne and returns to place direct. Kerux goes to
North, near Stolistes, facing East.

Hiero: Let the Mystic Circumambulation take place in the Pathway of
MGM'.

In the following order. Hegemon, Hiereus, Members, Stolistes,
Dadouchos, Kerux, and Sentinel last. In forming procession, Kerux
passes to North, halts; Hegemon passes by South and West where he is
joined by Hiereus, carrying the Banner of the West in his left hand and
sword in his right; they pass on, Hegemon in front oftheseus, and take
their places behind Kerux; Dadouchos follows Hegemon from South,
joining Stolistes; members from up behind Hiereus, Stolistes being on the
left of Dadouchos (If too many members, officers only go around). As each
passes Banner of East, he salutes in the Direction of progress. Hiereus
passes Hierophant once, Hegemon twice, and the rest three times, and
then all return to places. Hierophant stands with Banner of the East in
his left hand and his scepter in his right.

Hiero: The Mystical Circumambulation symbolical of the rise of LIGHT is
accomplished. Let us adore the Lord of the Universe and Spaces.

All turn East and salute, repeating the salute at each adoration, then give
the Sign of Silence. Remain bent over until final Sign.

Hiero: Holy are Thou, Lord of the Universe! (Salute)

Holy are Thou, Whom Nature hath not_formed! (Salute) Holy are
Thou, the Vast and the Mighty One! (Salute) Lord of the Light and
of the Darkness!

(Salute with Sign of Silence)

All officers raise Banners, Scepters, etc., on high then sink them in
salutation.

Hiero: Frater Kerux, in the name of the Lord of the Universe, who works in
Silence, whom naught but Silence can express, I command you to
declare that I have opened the Hall of the



Neophytes.

Kerux passes Northeast in front of Hierophanes Throne, faces West, and
raises his wand.

Kerux: In the name of the Lord of the Universe, Who works in Silence
and Whom naught but Silence can express, I declare that the Day Star
has arisen and the Shadows flee away.

Hiero: (knocks)

Hiereus: (knocks)

Hegemon: (knocks)

Hiero: (knocks) KHABS.

Hiereus: (knocks) AM.

Hegemon: (knocks) PEKHT. Hiereus:
(knocks) KONX.

Hegemon: (knocks) OM.

Hiero: (knocks) PAX.

Hegemon: (knocks) LIGHT. Hiero: (knocks)
IN.

Hiereus: (knocks) EXTENSION.

All make Signs and resume seats.

Kerux removes Rose, Lamp, Chalice, and paten from Altar. Minutes of
the last meeting read and confirmed, Work of the Grade gone through,
resolutions passed, etc.

Ceremony of Admission

The Candidate is not to be told the name of the Order of the Stella
Matutina until his admission.

Hiero: Fratres et Sorores of the Order of the Stella Matutina, I have
received a Dispensation from the greatly Honored Chiefs of the
Second Order, to admit to the 0=0




Grade of Neophyte. Honored Hegemon, bid the Candidate prepare for
the Ceremony of his admission, and superintend his preparation.

Hegemon rises, removes chair from between the Pillars, and going
without the Portal sees that Sentinel hoodwinks candidate and binds a
rope three times round his waist. Hegemon takes the candidate by his right
hand with his own left and causes him to knock.

Kerux: The Candidate seeks for entrance. (turns down lights)

Hiero: I give permission to admit, who now loses his name

and will be henceforth known among us as. Let the
Stolistes and the Dadouchos assist the Kerux in his reception.

Candidate is now inside the Portal.

Hegemon: Inheritor of a Dying World (or, Child of Earth; or, ye Earth-
born folk), arise and enter the Darkness.

Stolistes: The Mother of Darkness hath blinded him with her Hair.
Dadouchos: The Father of darkness hath hidden him under His wings.
Hiero: His limbs are still weary _from the wars which were in Heaven.

Kerux: Unconsecrated and Unpurified, thou cans’t not enter our Sacred
Hall.

Stolistes marks forehead with a cross and sprinkles thrice. Stolistes:
I purify thee with Water.

Dadouchos makes a cross and censes thrice.

Dadouchos: I consecrate thee with Fire.

Should there be more than one Candidate, Stolistes and Dadouchos
must consecrate each alternately, so as to complete one before going to
the next. Stolistes and Dadouchos resume
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places, going clockwise but remaining standing_

Hiero: Conduct the Candidate to the foot of the Altar.

Inheritor of a Dying World, why seekest thou to enter our Sacred
Hall? Why seekest thou admission to our Order?

Hegemon: (for Candidate) My Soul wanders in Darkness and seeks the
Light of the Hidden Knowledge, and I belicve that in this Order, the
Knowledge of that ancient Light may be obtained.

Hiero: We hold your written pledge to keep secret everything that relates
to this Order. To confirm it, I now ask you, are you willing to take the
solemn Obligation in the presence of this Assembly, to keep the
secrets and Mysteries of our Order inviolate? There is nothing
incompatible with your civil, moral, or religious duties in this
Obligation. Although the Magical virtues can indeed awaken into
momentary Life in the wicked and foolish hearts, they cannot reign in
any heart that has not the natural virtues to be their throne. He who is
the Fountain of the Spirit of Man and of Things, came not to brealk, but
to fulfill the Law. Are you ready to take this Oath?

Candidate: I am ready.

Hiereus, Hierophant, and Hegemon take their places in the form of a
triangle around the Altar, Hierophant, from the East, advancing
between the Pillars with scepter. Hiereus, North-West of Altar with
sword. Hegemon, Southwest of Altar with scepter. Dadouchos East of
Hegemon, and Stolistes East of Hiereus. Candidate, West of Altar. All
members stand.

Hiero: Kneel on both your knees. Candidate is
assisted.

Give me your right hand which I place upon this Holy Symbol. Place
your left hand in mine, bow your head, repeat your full name by which
you are known on earth, and say after me:

I in the Presence of the LORD of the Universe, Who
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works in Silence and whom naught but Silence can express, and in this
Hall of the Neophytes of the STELLA MATUTINA, regularly
assembled under warrant from the Greatly Honored Chiefs of the
Second Order, do of my own free will, hereby and hereon, most
solemnly promise to keep secret this Order, its Name, the Names of its
Members and the proceedings that take place at its meetings, from
every person in the world who has not been initiated into it: nor will 1
discuss them with any member who has not the Password for the time
being, or who has resigned, demitted, or been expelled.

I undertake to maintain a kindly and benevolent relation with all the
Fratres and Sorores of this Order.

I solemnly promise to keep secret any information I may have
gathered concerning this Order before taking this Oath.

I solemnly promise that any Ritual or lecture placed in my care or any
cover containing them, shall bear the official label of this Order.

I will neither copy nor allow to be copied any manuscript, until I have
obtained permission of the Second Order, lest our Secret Knowledge be
revealed through my neglect.

I solemnly promise not to suffer myself to be placed in such a state of
passivity, that any uninitiated person may cause me to lose control of
my words or actions.

I solemnly promise to persevere with courage and determination in
the labors of the Divine Science, even as I shall persevere with
courage and determination through this Ceremony which is their
Image—and I will not debase my mystical knowledge in the labor of
Evil Magic at any time tried or under any temptation.

I swear upon this Holy Symbol to observe all these things without
evasion, equivocation, or mental reservation, under the penalty of being
expelled from this Order for my perjury and my offence, and
furthermore submitting myself by my own consent to a Deadly Stream
of Power, set in action by the Divine Guardians of this Order, Who,
Living the Light of their Perfect Justice, can, as tradition and
experience affirm,
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strikke the breaker of this Magical Obligation with death or palsy, or
overwhelm him with misfortune. They journey as upon the Winds;
they strike where no man strikes; they slay where no man slays.

Hiereus places sword on Candidate's neck.

As I bow my neck under the Sword of the Hiereus, so do I commit
myself unto their hands for vengeance or reward. So help me my
Mighty and Secret Soul, and the Father of my Soul Who works in
Silence and Whom naught but Silence can express.

Hiero: Rise now Neophyte of the 0=0 Grade of the Order of the Stella
Matutina.

Hierophant resumes Throne.

Honored Hegemon will you now place the Neophyte in the Northern
part of the Hall—the place of Forgetfulness, Dumbness, and
Necessity, and of the greatest symbolical Darkness.

Hegemon does so, facing Candidate to East.

Hiero: The Voice of my Undying Soul and Secret Soul said unto me, "Let
me enter the Path of Darkness and peradventure, there shall I find the
Light. I am the only Being in the Abyss of Darkness; from an Abyss of
Darkness came 1 forth ere my birth, from the Silence of a Primal
Sleep. And the Voice of Ages said unto my Soul—"I am He who
Jormulates in Darkness, the Light that shineth in Darkness, yet the
Darkness comprehendeth it not.”

Let the Mystic Circumambulation take place in the Path of Darkness
which leads unto the Light, with the Lamp of the Hidden Knowledge
to guide us.

Dadouchos moves round by West to North and as soon as he has ranged
himself on the right hand of the Stolistes, Kerux takes his place in front of
Hegemon and Neophyte, and Kerux, Hegemon with Neophyte, Stolistes
and Dadouchos pass round the Hall. At
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their first passing, Hiereus gives one knock. At their second passing
Hierophant gives one knock. After the second passing of Hierophant, as
soon as they reach the South, Kerux turns and bars the way.

Kerux: Unpurified and Unconsecrated, thou cannot enter the Path of the
West!

Stolistes and Dadouchos come forward and Stolistes marks a cross on
the forehead and sprinkles thrice.

Stolistes: I purify thee with Water.

Dadouchos waves censer in the form of a cross and swings it thrice.
Dadouchos: I consecrate thee with Fire.

Stolistes and Dadouchos fall back to their places in the rear.

Hegemon: Child of Earth (or Mortal born of Earth) twice purified and twice
consecrated thou mayest approach the pathway of the West.

Kerux leads procession to Throne of Hiereus, who threatens with Sword.

Hiereus: Thou canst not pass by me, saith the Guardian of the West,
unless thou can tell me my name.

Hegemon: Darkness is thy Name, thou Great One of the Paths of the
Shades.

Kerux lifts hoodwink for a moment.

Hiereus: Fear is failure, so be thou without fear. For he that trembles at
the Flame and at the Flood and at the Shadows of the Air, hath no part
in GOD. Thou hast known me now, so pass thou on.

Kerux replaces hoodwink, procession moves on past Hierophant, who
gives one knock, and past Hiereus, who knocks again. Arriving at
North, Kerux turns and bars the way.
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Kerux: Unpurified and Unconsecrated, thou canst not enter the Pathway
of the East.

Stolistes and Dadouchos consecrate as before.

Hegemon: Thrice purified and thrice consecrated, thou mayest approach
the Gateway of the East.

Stolistes and Dadouchos retire to rear. Kerux leads procession to
Hierophant, who rises and menaces with scepter.

Hiero: Thou canst not pass me, saith the Guardian of the East, unless
thou canst tell me my name.

Hegemon: Light dawning in Darkness is thy Name, the Light of a Golden
Day.

Kerux raises hoodwink for a moment.

Hiero: Unbalanced Power is the ebbing away of Life. Unbalanced

Mercy is weakness and the fading out of the Will. Unbal-
anced Severity is cruelty and the barrenness of the mind.
Thou hast known me now, so pass thou on to the cubical Altar

of the Universe.

Kerux replaces hoodwink and leads procession to Altar. Hierophant
leaves Throne and passes between Pillars with scepter in his right hand
and Banner of East in his left. He stops either between the Pillars or
halfway between them and the Altar, or else to the east of the Altar,
saying, halting at each sentence:-

Hiero: I come in the Power of the Light; I come in the
Light of Wisdom; I come in the Mercy of the Light;
The Light has Healing in his Wings.

Hiereus takes his place North of the Altar; Hegemon South and Neophyte
West. Kerux behind Neophyte, between him and the Throne of the West.
Stolistes West of Hiereus and Dadouchos West of Hegemon. All officers
and members kneel. Hierophant turns to Altar, standing, and says:—
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Hiero: Lord of the Universe—the Vast and Mighty One; Ruler of the
Light and of the Darkness;

We adore Thee and we invoke Thee;

Look with favor upon this Neophyte who kneeleth before Thee, and
grant Thine aid unto the higher aspirations of his (her) Soul, so that he
(she) may prove a true and faithful Frater (Soror) Neophyte among
us; to the glory of Thine Ineffable Name. Amen!

Alternate Invocation
Oh Thou Whom nature hath not Formed;

Oh Thou Who didst in reason Constitute the things that are; Oh Thou
Whom nought but Silence can Express;

Look with favor upon this Neophyte; grant that he may labor in high
things. Accept the pure offering of his reason from heart and soul
stretched up to Thee. Let him become a faithful Frater (Soror) among
us to Thy glory and to the glory of Thy Hierarchies. Amen!

All rise and remain standing. Neophyte is assisted to rise. Hierophant
comes close to Altar and raises his scepter above Neophyte's head.
Hiereus raises sword so as to touch Hierophant's scepter. Hegemon
raises his scepter to others. Kerux then removes hoodwink at the
word "light."

Hiero: Inheritor of a Dying World, we call thee to the Living Beauty.
Hiereus: Wanderer in Wild Darkness, we call thee to the Gentle Light.”
Sentinel turns up Lights.

Hiero: Long has thou dwelt in Darkness—Quit the Night and seek the Day.
All: We receive thee into the Order of the Stella Matutina. Hiero:

(knocks) KHABS.

Hiereus: (knocks) AM.
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Hegemon: (knocks) PEKHT.
Hiereus: (knocks) KONX.

Hegemon: (knocks) OM.

Hiero: (knocks) PAX.
Hegemon: (knocks) LIGHT.
Hiero: (knocks) IN.

Hiereus: (knocks) EXTENSION.

Officers remove scepters and sword from head of Neophyte. Kerux
goes Northeast, raising lamp on high.

Hiero: (points to Kerux) In all thy wandering in Darkness, the Lamp of
the Kerux went before thee, though it was not seen by thine eyes. It is a
symbol of the Light of the Hidden Knowledge. Let the Neophyte be led
to the East of the Altar.

Hegemon leads Neophyte to the North and East, placing him between
the Pillars.

Hiero: Honored Hiereus, give the Secret Sign, Token and Words, together
with the present Password of the 0=0 Grade of the Stella Matutina.
Place him (her) between the Mystic Pillars and superintend his (her)
fourth and final Consecration.

Hiereus passes by North to Black Pillar and stands on East side of it,
facing Neophyte. Hegemon takes up similar position by White Pillar.
Hiereus gives sword and banner to Hegemon and then stands in front of
and facing Neophyte, passing between Pillars to do so.

Hiereus: Frater (Soror), I shall now proceed to instruct you in the secret
Signs, grip and Words of this Grade. Firstly, advance thy left foot a
pace as if entering a portal. This is the Step.

The Signs are two. The First or Saluting Sign is given thus: lean
Jorward and stretch out both arms thus: It alludes to your condition
in a state of darkness groping for Light. The
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second Sign is the Sign of Silence, and is given by placing the left
Jorefinger on your lip thus: Left forefinger upon lower lip. It is the
position shown in many ancient statues of Harpocrates and it alludes
to the strict silence you have sworn to maintain concerning everything
connected with this Order. The first sign is always answered by the
second.

The Grip or Token is given thus: advance your left foot touching
mine, toe and heel, extend your right hand to grasp mine, fail, try again,
and then succeed in touching the fingers only. It alludes to the seeking
guidance in Darkness.

The Grand Word is Har-Par-Krat, and is whispered in this position
mouth to ear, in syllables. It is the Egyptian name for the God of
Silence, and should always remind you of the strict silence you have
sworn to maintain.

The Password is . It is periodically changed each Equinox so that a
Member who has resigned, demitted, or been expelled may be
ignorant of the existing Password. I now place you between the two
Pillars of Hermes and Solomon in the symbolic gateway of Occult
Wisdom.

Hiereus takes Neophyte by hands and draws him forward until he is
between the Pillars. He takes back sword and banner from Hegemon,
returns to his position North of and close to the Black Pillar, and says:-

Hiereus: Let the final Consecration take place.

Kerux goes to the North and remains there until the procession is formed.
Stolistes and Dadouchos purify and consecrate the Hall as in the
Opening, but at the end, instead of facing the Hierophant and raising
the cup and censer on high, each salutes the Hierophant and then turns
and consecrates Neophyte as previously.

Stolistes: I purify thee with Water. Dadouchos: I

consecrate thee with Fire.

Hiero: Honored Hegemon, I command you to remove the Rope, last
remaining symbol of the Path of Darkness, and to invest our
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Frater (Soror) with the badge of this degree.

Hegemon passes from behind the White Pillar, hands scepter to Hiereus,
removes rope, and invests Neophyte.

Hegemon: By command of the Very Honored Hierophant, I invest you with
the Badge of this degree. It symbolizes Light dawning in Darkness.

Hegemon returns to White Pillar.

Hiero: Let the Mystic Circumambulation take place in the Pathway of
Light.

Hierophant stands as in Opening, Hegemon in front and leading
Neophyte, behind Kerux, Hiereus and then members and finally
Dadouchos and Stolistes. All salute when passing Hierophant. Hiereus
drops out when procession reaches his throne. Hegemon passes twice and
the rest three times. When they reach a spot Northwest of the Station of
Stolistes, Kerux and Neophyte halt.

Hiero: Take your station Northwest of the Stolistes.

Kerux motions Neophyte to seat, passing to a place between Pillars
and Altar. Hegemon replaces his chair and sits down. Kerux replaces
elements on Altar, returning to place (clockwise). All are seated.

Hiero: The Threefold Cord bound about your waist was the image of the
threefold bondage of mortality, which amongst the uninitiated is
termed earthly or Material inclination, that has bound into a narrow
place the once far-wandering Soul; and the Hoodwink was an image
of the darkness, of Ignorance, of Mortality that has blinded men to
the happiness and Beauty their eyes once looked upon.

The Double Cubical Altar in the center of the Hall is an emblem of
visible Nature or the Material Universe, concealing within herself the
mysteries of all dimensions, while revealing her surface to the exterior
senses. It is a double cube because, as the Emerald Tablet has said, "The
things that are below are a reflection of the things that are above.” The
world
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of men and women created to unhappiness is a reflection of the World
of Divine Beings created to Happiness. It is described in the
SEPHER YETSIRAH or Book of Formation as "An Abyss of Height”
and as an "Abyss of Depth,” "An Abyss of the East” and "An Abyss of
the West,” "An Abyss of the North” and "An Abyss of the South.” The
Altar is black because, unlike Divine Beings who unfold in the
Element of Light, the Fires of Created Beings arise from Darkness and
Obscurity.

On the Altar is a White Triangle to be in the image of that Immortal
Light, the Triune Light, which moved in darkness and formed the
World out of Darkness. There are two contending Forces and one
always uniting them. And these Three have their Image in the
Threefold Flame of our Being and in the threefold wave of the
sensual world.

Hierophant stands in the form of a cross, holding Banner of East.

Glory be to Thee, Father of the undying. For Thy Glory flows out
rejoicing to the ends of the Earth.

Reseats himself.

The Red Cross above the White Triangle is an image of Him Who was
unfolded in the Light. At its East, South, West, and North Angles are a
Rose, Fire, Cup of Wine, and Bread and Salt. These allude to the
Four Elements, Air, Fire, Water, Earth. The Muystical Words—
KHABS AM PEKEIT—are ancient Egyptian, and are the origin of the
Greek "KONX OM PAX,” which was uttered at the Eleusinian
Mysteries. A literal translation would be "Light Rushing Out in One
Ray” and they signify the same _form of Light as that symbolized by the
Staff of the Kerux.

East of the Double Cubical Altar of created things are the Pillars of
Hermes and Solomon. On these are painted certain Hieroglyphics from
the 17th and 125th Chapters of the Book of the Dead. They are the
doorposts of the Gateway of the Hidden Wisdom. They are the
symbols of the twin powers of Day and Night, Love and Hate, Work
and Rest, the subtle
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force of the Lodestone and the Eternal out-pouring and in pouring
of the Heart of God. The lamps that burn, though with a veiled light,
upon their summits show that the Pathway to Hidden Knowledge,
unlike the Pathway of Nature—uwhich is a continual undulation,
the winding hither and thither of the Serpent—is the straight and
narrow way between them.

It was because of this that I passed between them, when you came to
the Light, and it was because of this that you were placed between
them to receive the Final Consecration. Two contending Forces and one
which unites them eternally. Two Basal angles of the triangle and one
which forms the apex. Such is the origin of Creation—it is the Triad

of Life.

My Throne at the Gate of the East is the place of the Guardian of
the Dawning Sun.

The Throne of Hiereus at the Gate of the West is the place of the
Guardian against the Multitudes that sleep through the Light and
awaken at the Twilight.

The Throne of the Hegemon seated between the Columns is the Place of
Balanced Power, between the Ultimate Light and the Ultimate
darkness. These meanings are shown in detail by our insignia and
the color of our robes.

The Wand of the Kerux is the beam of Light from the Hidden
Wisdom and his Lamp is an emblem of the ever-burning Lamp of the
Guardian of the Mysteries.

The Seat of the Stolistes at the Gate of the North is the Place of the
Guardian of the Cauldron and the Well of Water—of Cold and
Moisture.

The Seat of the Dadouchos at the Gate of the South is the Place of
the Guardian of the Lake of Fire and the Burning Bush.

Frater Kerux, I command you to declare that the Neophyte has been
initiated into the Mysteries of the 0=0 Grade.

Kerux advances to right front of Hierophant, raises wand.

Kerux: In the name of the Lord of the Universe, Who works in Silence
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and Whom naught but Silence can express, and by



commmand of the Very Honored Hierophant, hear ye all, that I

proclaim that, who will henceforth be known to you by
the motto, has been duly admitted to the 0=0 Grade as
a Neophyte of the Order of the Stella Matutina.

Kerux returns to place, saluting Hierophant.

Hiero: Honored Hiereus, I delegate to you the duty of pronouncing a short
address to our Frater on his admission.

Hiereus: Frater (Soror) , it is my duty to deliver this
exhortation to you. Remember your Obligation in this Order to
secrecy—for Strength is in Silence, and the seed of Wisdom is sown in
Silence and grows in Darkness and Mystery.

Remember that you hold all religions in reverence, for there is none but
contains a Ray from the Ineffable Light that you are seeking.
Remember the penalty that awaits the breaker of His Oath. Remember
the Mystery that you have received, and that the Secret of Wisdom can
be discerned only _from the place of balanced Powers.

Study well the Great Arcanum of the proper equilibrium of Severity
and Mercy, for either unbalanced is not good. Unbalanced Severity is
cruelty and oppression; unbalanced Mercy is but weakness and
would permit Evil to exist unchecked, thus malking itself as it were,
the accomplice of that Evil.

Remember that things Divine are not attained by mortals who
understand the Body alone, for only those who are lightly armed
can attain the summit.

Remember that God alone is our Light and the Bestower of Perfect
Wisdom and that no mortal power can so more than bring you to the
Pathway of that Wisdom, which he could, if it so pleased him, put into
the heart of a child. For as the whole is greater than the part, so are
we but Sparks _from the Insupportable Light which is in Him.

The ends of the Earth are swept by the borders of his Garment of
Flame—from him all things proceed, and unto Him all things return.
Therefore, we invoke Him. Therefore
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even the Banner of the East falls in adoration before Him.

Hiero: Before you can ask to pass to a higher Grade, you will have to cormmit

certain rudiments of Occult Knowledge to memory. A manuscript lecture
in these subjects will be supplied you by the Chief in whose charge
they are. When you can pass an examination in this elementary
Qabbalistic Knowledge, you will inform the Member in whose charge
you are, and arrangements will be made for you to sit for
examination. If you are found perfect, you will then apply for admission
to the next Degree. Remmember, that without a Dispensation from the
Second Order, no person can be admitted or advanced to a Grade of
the First Order.

Kerux conducts Neophyte to his table (going clockwise), gives him a
solution, telling him to pour a few drops on the plate before him.

Kerux: Nature is harmonious in all her workings, and that which is above

is as that which is below. Thus also, the Truths which by material
Science we investigate, are but special examples of the all-
pervading Laws of the Universe. So, within this pure and limpid
fluid, lie hidden and unperceived of mortal eyes the elements bearing
the semblance of blood, even as 