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INTRODUCTION.· 

Cowarar;JU!fo the maay publications •hich alre8(1y eut, 

csplanatory or the PriDCiplea or our Religious Soclo,ty, it 

may seem, to some penous, &uperftuous to publiab any ~ 

further on thla aubject. I have, oot~itbstandlnr;, been lo' 

apJKeheoain, that a •ork is &till wantinr;, which shall iuclude 

die whole, or the most material part or our priDCiplea ; aod, 

in a concise, yet perspicuous manner, convey a sufllcient 

explanation and defence of them. The ample apd excellent 

Apolo" of Robert Barclay, is too dllfose for the generality 

or YOUII& readers ; aDd it requires a more close and patient 

attention than many are wWlnr; to bell>w. It would, bowe1'er, 

io my appreheoalon, amply repay that' attention: and I am 

10 far from beinr; desirous to leteen ita use, that I wi&h par

ticularly to recqmmend it to tboae or our society,_ who desire 

(1Fhat all should desire) th~rour;hly to understand their own 

reliJious principles. If the laoguar;e i& not modern, it is &tiU 

eol'ftCt and clear; If the •ork. is thour;ht too controvef'iial, 

we &bould recollecl, that the controversy is on subject&, the 

richt" uoderstandinr; or •hich Ia intimately connected •itll 

••r a~ a& a ReUsioua Society. 

Ai 



iv INTRODUCTION. 

Tbe npt IIIICllllileellaDeoas reading of the present day. it 

11 to be feared, c1illndiDet JDBDY amongst Ill., as well .as others, 

from aubjeeta whlcb require close attention and serious con

sideration 1 and 1 wislllt may not alao be a •eaDS of weaken

ing the attachment of many, to those religious Trutb8, in 

which our highest duty and our deepest interest consist. 

In this work, 1 have been dellirous of inculcating the 

genl'l'al principles of religion, anil of Christianity, as well as 

t•ose which are peculiar to our Society 1 believing that we 

can no longer exist, with any degree of eontistency, than 

while those principles are maintained, which constitute the 

baai& of the Chrir.tlan Relipon. These I consider to be, 

Faith in God, and a belief of the immortality or the soul ; an 

humbling aeDse of the depravity of human n!Kure, and of the 

· necessity and benellta of a Redeemer 1 that thii Redeemer Is 

Christ Jeaus our Lord 1 that what the Evangelists and Apos. 

ties have written eon~rning Him, Ia true, both in relation to 

hi& Humanity and his Divinity, u are likewise their accounts 

of his many mighty worb and miracles 1 his having, through 

the eternal Spirit, off'ered himself unto God for us, as a p~ 

pitlation for our sins 1 and tent the- Comforter, even the Spirit 

of Truth, to convluce the world of &In, of righteousness, and 

of jud,ment 1 and to guide Into all truth. 

• In treating cif 'the Holy Scriptures, I have particularly 

endeavoured to obviate the principal objections made against 
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them ; Bioce it Is by attemptla' to illvallllate their aathen

ticit1 aud Divine authority, tbat the enemies ofibe ChNtiaa 

~on attack our faith. I have illtroduced the 11ubject ot 

the Scriptw:es, previously to the Chapter on the Christian 

Religion; consideriJII, that it the authenticity and veracity, to 

fl&yaothinr,; of the Divine authority, of theae writinp be 

Clltablbhed, It II than necaaary onl1 t,o abow, what Cbrli

&lanlty Ia, aocordlllg to the Scrl.pturea : a few arpmente are. 

however, added, in support of the Christian ReHrion. 

WUb respect to those principles which ore peculiar to oar 

Relir,;io~ Society, I hope that, however llnplar they may 

appear to aome, they wiD, on dose eumlnatlon, be fouoci 

colllistent with the nature and epirlt of the Goepel Dlspe11118-

tioli. The conviction of this consiateney hu been iDc:rU.ed 
on my mind, by the investlr,;atlon which the wrltlnr; or this 

work baa ocealloned 1 and, I trust. •e are able tp give auch 

re110ns for our dlllent frol}l other Cbr\•tiana, u may, at 

Iaut, exc:nae It to those from whom we dill"er. 

Allhoqh very Utile is quoted ill this work from any boots, 

llut those of the Holy Scrlpturea, It may be proper to .Jay, 

that I am mdebted to the wrltlnp or others, for many or the 

ar&IUJleute wlilch I have advanced. At a time when so lllllf:h 

IIIU Kell wrltten, aud well written, on these subjects, i& ' DOt 

te be upected, that many fresh arpmente can be broopt 

lorward( lOme new matter will, oevert!M!le11, be fo1111d. 



vi Ut'I'Jl0DVC1'10N. 

Th~ principal ot.ject abned at in tbi8 work is, to 41igllllt •bat 

bas been protlllled by reading Mid reftectiOB, aiHI to deliver it 

in such a ma'D'IIer, as may briefty, yet cleal1y, eonYey the 

aentimeets designed to be lnc'illcated. How far this object 

has been attained, is not for me t6 detenalne. 

I wish not, by any thin« 1thlcb I ha.e wlitten, to promote 

aspltitofcontroversy. On tfteeontrary, I cresire the lncreue 

of that mutual charity, which It Is alike our duty and our 

interest to cherish. To speak what we apprehend to be 

tnath, il, hOwever, 10metlmes ~~ece&~ary, and always so, if 

we speak at all. If we do dlls, 1111 we ~ht to do, ia lovt' ; 

aml if what we uy Is ftcelnd in the eame siJ(rit, we may be 

the me11111 of ltlrrlnr 11 p the pore mlDd tn each other ; and of 

promoti.nr our " rrowhlg up in Him, in all tbings, who is ttre 

Head, evt!b Christ.'' * 

• EplU>)i&lll jy, u. 
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CHAPTER I. 

U11it111'1cd Iflljlortance of Relipm.-Tiae Belief of God il• 
jirn PriRciple.-Tiae t1e.d tlaat of t"M Immtwtality of tlae 

_ioul.-Univer~ality ojtlae1e Princiglu.-Ar1f4mentl for tl••"!• 
-Fait/a tlaeir best IPJpport. 

RELIGION is a subject which involves so · 
much, both of the duty and interest of mankind, 
that there. is no situation in life, which can~ · 
exempt from the considerations and obliga
tions it i~poses on all 'men ; or render super-

. fluous those source.s of enjoyment and· con..
solation, which 'it affords to its true· ~nd 
bumble possessors. 

'fhe first principle of ·religion is, the belief 
of a Supreme Being, distinguished by the 
name of GOD ; a Being, who is _the Original 
Creator of all things; w~o _bath all power in 
:bis· hands; who is perfect in wisdom and 

B 



1-i ON RELIGION :tN GENERAL. 

knowledge; who is just and equal in all his 
ways; and whose tender mercies are over all 
his works. He knoweth our most secret actions, 
words, and thoughts; for there is nothing 
hid from " Him, with whom we have to do." 

The next principle of religion is, the belief 
of the immortality of the soul, and of a future 
state of rewards and punishments, in which 
the great distin<:tion will be made between 
the righteous and the wicked; those inequali- ~· 
ties which appear in ibis probationary state ; 
·will be removed; and a recompence given to 
every man according to his works. 

Althougl~ these principles of religion are not 
attended with that kind of evidence, which 
the objects of ou~ external senses generally 
afford; yet it is not a little remarkable, that 
there_ arc scarcely any other subjects, which 
l1ave obtained such general belief and persua-. 
sion amongst mankind ; though often mixed 
with many gross ideas. They arc principles 
so interwoven with our natures, that it seems 
t~ indicate . an extraordinary debasement, or 
perversion of; mind, not to entertain truths so. 
universally felt and llcknowledged. T~ey 
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are, however, principles which may be sup
ported by arguments, drawn from the· nature 
of things ; and, notwithstanding the general 
consent to them, it may be proper to bring 
forward a few of ~hese arguments. 

The existence of a Supreme Being, the 
Creator of heaven and earth, is evident from 
the works of creation. The· magnificence of 
some of these works; the regularity and order 
with which they move in their appointed 
stations; the beauty and use attendant upon 
others, with the important purposes which are 
accomplished by them, particularly to the 
animal creation; evince so clear.ly both design 
and power, aa to afford an insuperable argu
ment in favour of a Great First Cause, perfect 

· in ·wisdom and goodness, as well as unlimited 
in power. To these considerations may be 
added, the wonderful ' arrangement of the 
animal economy. The difFerent parts adapted 
to their difFerent purposes with peculiar ex
actness and advantage, might well induce the 
pious Psalmist to address his Maker in this 
empha~c language: "I will. praise Thee, for 
I am .fearfully and wonderfully made ; mar
vellous are thy works, and that my soul 

·~ 
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knoweth right wtll.''• Thus alsC) a oon•ide
:ratioa of the olber works of creation, induced 
the sa.me PsalQJoist to celebrate his Maker's 
praiae; " The Heavens declare the glory of 
God, and tho firmUBellt sboweth his bandy
work. Day unto day uttereth speech, and 
Right un1o night showeth knowledge. There 
is no speech nor language wb.ere their voice 
is not hooTd. "H And again : "0 l,ord I how 
mtt~ifold are thy works; in 1¥isdom bast Thou 
made them all !"~ 

Nor are we without arguments for our im
mortality, and a fQ,,uestate ofretributioG, the 
belief of wllj£h i&, 'a& it were, tlle aeul of reli- · 
gion: for, when we have eatertai,ved auitable 
ideas of a Supreme Beio& ; wkea we feel tl1oae 
aspirations unto Him, and tlto&e d.osires to 
unite witb Him, which frequntly arise in out 
hearts; and partieularly wbea we }.Qok at the 
state eftbe rigbt804ls IWd t.be wicked in this 

K Psi!J.m :r.iJ.. I, 2, 3. 

' Psalm civ. 24. It aoy penon abould tblak it lrre.-r, 
to bring f..-nrd J~~~W~get flolll the Scriptum,. bdore tMtr 
uutbority lwf- bc:en PJQ9e.d.; It DUlY be ob,.enetl, th~ tbe.e 
Jlll558ges are 11ot advan~:ed a& arguments, but a& elucidation•, 
in tile same manner as any other writing might be qooted. 

I 



<»f RELIGION IN GENBRAL. 17 

world; we have sufficient reason to conclude, 
that there is a part in man which is immortal; 
and .that there must be a future state, in which 
_virtue and vice will meet with their respective 
rewards, in a more signal manner thau they 
appear to receive them in this life; thus show
ing that God is just and equal in all his ways, 
and righteous in all his thoughts. 

But, notwithstanding these and other argu
ments, which might be addooed in supportof" 
those two first principles of religioo, the 8081 
seems most fully to rest upon and enjoy them 
when they are felt as objects of faitl1, rather 
than of reaaon. They then bKOme like self
evident truths, of which our owo. feelings are 
the best 11upport, aod which act in concert 
witb that decJlaratiou :t " Without faith it is 
impossible to plcaae Him; fQI' he that cometh 
to God must believe that He is; and that He 
is a rewarder of them that dilifently seek 
Him.'! And we ought e\'er to Jemember, 
after all our reasonings on theae subjects, that 
"Life aod immortality are brought to light by 
the goepeL"t 

: Hcb. -sj, G. t I TIID. l. 11. 

B3 
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CHAPTER II. 

Nature and Duign of the Scripturu,-Thrir claim to our 
regard, and to the 6eliif of their 6eing Divinely inlpired-Objec-

• tiou an111Jered-jirat to their Genuinene11 and Truth-nest to 
their Iupiration.-All relllted of good tnett not intettded for 
imUation.-I"'J'IIrtiality of the· Br:ripture~.-Great judgment 
necu1ary ln applying tllem.-Po11ifJility of placing too much 

dependence on them.-On calling them the Word of God. 

THESE· writings are divided int._o two 
parts, the Old and the New Testaments. 
They commence with an account of the Crea
tion of the world; an'd contain a hfstory of 
more than four ·thousand years. Their object 
appears to be to ·exhibit the various dispensa
tions of God to mankind ; to manifest many 
or'bis general and particular acts of Provi
dence; to show the good effects of religion 
and virtue; and to set forth the lamentable 
evils, which are the consequence of walking 
in the paths of irreligion· and profaneness. 
For the prevention of these evils, the Scrip-

Digitized by Coogle 
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ON THE HOLY 8CR.IPTURES. 19 

tures inculcate those principles of piety and 
morality, which contribnte to the happiness of 
mankind, both here .and hereafter; and there 
is not any general duty, religious or moral, 
in which they do not afford instruction ·and 
direction. 

The Scriptures also contain many remark· 
able predictions concerning nations and inw 
tlividuals, with several prophecies· of the 
coming of the Messiah, and of the dispensaw 
tion. of the Gospel. Ancient history, both 
sacred and profane, gives account of circurn
stances, which show the fulfilling of many of 
these predictions; and the New Testament 
particularly ·relates the completion of those, 
"'hich are given concerning " Him; of whom 
Moses in the law, und the prophets, did 
"'rite."• 

When we consider who were the writers of 
these volumes; what are the subjects, and 
\Vhat appear to be t_he objects of them; they 
claim, at first view, a high degree of regard 
and esteem. But w~en, as Chrjsti-ns, we. be
lieve in a Divine infiueoce and direction, we 

... Jolm1.4.5. 
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ON THE HOLY SCRIPTURES, 

find ab~ndant cause to conclude, that this in· 
'thumce was extended to those who wrote or 
compiled the Scriptures; and therefore be· 
lieve with the apostle Paul, that they were. 
"given by inspiration of God;"* and are 
productive of those important advantages 
which he attaches to them. 

But, notwithstanding thestroaig belief which 
is ge~erally entertained of the truth of these 
writings, and of their having been communi
cated under the influence of Divine inspira
tion, there are persons who do not acknow
ledge one or both of these claims, ,to that 
credibility and reverence which are attached 
to the Scriptures. It will therefore be neces
sary to pay some attention to the objections 
advanced by these persons; in doing which, 
it may be proper, first to consider those which 
are made against the authenticity of the 
Scriptures. 

These objections may be divided into two 
classes. 

1. To the writings, os the genuine produc
tions oithe authors to whom they are ascribed. 

• I Tim. W. ICI. 

l 
1 

I 
I 
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2. To the works tb~Diselves, as being· a true 
history. · 

With respect to the objection against their 
being genuine, in relation t~ their imputed 
authors, if it could in some case11 be well sup· 
ported, it would by no means invalidateeither 

.. the truth or the inspirations of these writings; 
because the books do not always declare their 
authors. They ha.ve, however, been trans
mitted through so regular a channel of evi·· 
dence, by a people for whom they were 
especially written, and by whom thi3y were 
religiously preserved, as to render their 
being written by those to who1u they are 
ascribed, as indubitable as any thing of the 
kind can be. In some cases the authors may 
be considered as dubio WI ; and aeeing that, in 
these instances, the books are not imputed in 
Scripture to any individual, no objection can 
reasonably be made on this ground. 

, An objection is sometimes made to the sup· 
posed author, on account of his speaking of 
himself in the third person ; but this cannot 
have much wejght, when it is considered that 

.. 5 
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it is a mode of writing not peculiar to the 
Scriptures, but one which bas been adopted by 
various historians, whose works have been 
generally admitted without disputation. 

. Another more plausible reason for disputing 
the authors, arises from some places being 
mentioned by names, which appears to have 
been given to them subsequent to the "alleged 
·writer's existence.; or from saying,. that a 
place is called by a particular name "to this 
day," with other similar expressions. Now 
all this is easily obviated by considering, what 
is generally admitted, . that, after the Babylo
nian captivity, Ezta revised the Jewish Scrip
tures ; and it appears, that, in some instances, 
he either made use of modern names,or added 
remarks of his own :to elncidate the history . 

. He was a religion• character, and one whom 
the Jews considered as acting n11der. Divine · 
direction ; they therefore received his com· 
ments, and added them, if he did not do it 
himself, to the original text. This is a fact 
w·bich the Jews acknowledge; and which ac
counts for the causes of this objection in such 
a m'anoer, as. must, I apprehend, be satisfac
tory to every impartial mind. 
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The account of the death of Moses, at the 
end of.Deuteronomy, was probably added by 
Joshua or Samuel, to complete the history of 
Moses, in those books tbat were written by 
him; and is a circumstance, which no reason
able man, ~-ho is acqdaioted with literary 
publications~ would make a ground of objec
tion to ~he authenticity ofany book. 

Nor are the objections to the truth of the 
matters related in the Holy S~riptures, of more 
weight than those alleged againsttheir authen
ticity. They arise from some apparent incon
sistencies of one part with another, and from a 
supposed difference, in some instances, from 
other histories. 

' In most cases, the inconsistencies objected are 
only in appear~nce; ~hey may be, and indeed 

. have been, removed by a critical examination 
of tbe subjects; and if we admit a few !o have 
arisen from incorrectness in transcribers or 
t~anslators, surely nowise man would. consider 
such a circumstance as a reasonable gro,und, for 
J"ejecting even writings much less authentica
ted than these. As to the few vadations from 
other writers, if they cannot otherwise be re• 

· n6 

--
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conciled, a fair cot~sideration a£ the probability, 
wbich of them bad the best means of in forma· 
tion, will, I belien, gin a clear preferonce to 

. tbe Sacred historian. Bot tile Scriptures are, 
in general, found to be well supported by other 
authors; ond it is worthy of observation, that 
the completion of prophecies . recorded iu 
various parts of holy writ, is coafirmed by 
profane historians of good credit, who, it must 
be admitted, could have no inducement to 
give any unfair teatimony in their favo1.1r.• 

Tbot some verbal dilic11Uies should occur in 
a collection of books, which we.re 'nitten from 
more than one thcmsand seven hundred, to up
wards of three thousand years ago, and which · 
contain a history of above four thousand years, 
is what may reasonably be expected; but that 
writings of such antiquity should come down 
to •s so Perfect as they appear to be, is cause of 
admiration; and, considering their inlereath,&' 
importance, of gl'atitnde and ptaise. 

Havingt I hope, suficin~ly obyia~d·the 

" For tht! truth of these u&erUeDI, see GroliiiiOD tile Trutll 
or the Christian Religion, Book I. Sect. 16; Newton on the 
Prophecies; and Tomllne OD the Study or the tlible. 
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mo$t plausible objac:&ioas, that ate made against 
~he truth and ctedibUity of the Scriptures, the 
next circtruetance to be cou.sidered is their 
lnepiration; by which I understand, that the 
writers or compilers were influenced by the 

· H~ly Spirit in communicating tbeee writings. 
A considerable part of them, are given as ex
prest communications from the Almighty, to 
his servants and prophets: this, if we admit 
the truth of the relation, determines a large 
proportion of the Bible to be an immediate re
velation, which is more, as to the degree, than 
is nece&sarily implied by the teto1 inspiration. 

The reasons for considering these writings, 
as being given under that Divine influence 
which is called inspiration, are the following: 

1.-Tbe characters of the writers, all of 
whom, that we can ascertain, were men emi
nently endowed with Divine gifts; and who 
appear to have drawn up these writings for the 
use and edification of the church of God ; in · 
doing which lt'e may re1110nably conclude, that 
his ltesistance would'"be sought for and afforded. 

2.-The character of Ezra, who, besides 
being the writer of at leut one book, collected 
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the various writings of the Old Testament, with 
the except_ion of two or three books not then 
written.• His character, gifts, and motives, 
all lead us to the same conclusion as before ; 
with this addition, that as the occasion, or the 
authors of some part of these writings, are not 
clearly ascertained, Ezra's compilation, un~er 
Divine influence, gives an additional sanction 
to these books. 

8.-The testimony ofthe apostle Paul, who 
says: "All scripture is given by inspiration 
of God, and t is profitable for doctrine," &c. 

• 1'hese are Nehemiah and Malachi, and perhaps F..ather, 
wilb part of Cbronlclea, They are generally supposed to have 
been added by Simon the JUBt. 

t I am aware, tbat 1ome pel'5ona endeavour to set aside the 
force of this pauage, by elating that one Greek manUBcript 
omits the ""''• in English and, and that some ancient Versions 
have no word equivalent to It; by which they would give a 
diJI'erent meaning to the passage. In answer to this, it may 
be observed : 

1.-That for one Greek manuaerlpt which wantl the ""''• or 
mul, there are great numbers which have It 1 and that one is 

neither 10 ancient, nor of so good credit as most of the others, 
in the opinion of many critics. Now, to set all other manu
.cripta aside~ and prefer a single and less authenticated read
ia,, with two or three tranalatlo111, wbicb, though they may 
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When we cqnsid~r the opportu•&ities and 
abilities of the apostle, for judging in such a 
case, (to say nothing of his own inspiration,) his 

be ancient, can by no means be considered or equal validity with . 
so many copies in the original tongue, would be an exerc~ or 
criticism, which nothing but a partial predilection to a precon
ceived opinion would adopt. Would these critics admit such 
arguments in favour of the authenticity of I John, v. 71 

2.-The context relfUlres a sense, whicli implies that tbe 
aposUe considered that all which be bad just called the Holy 
Scriptnrea were inspired. ·Ancient commentators, even those 
who have made use of the versions which have not the and, &till 
consider the passage as implyiog, that the whole Scripture was 
Di1'inely inspired. So that, supposing (what however is not ad
mitted) that the ""'' was not in the original, the sense is still the 
same. For the more clear elucidation of the subject, let us read 
the whole passage, as these objectors would render It; " From 
a child thou hast known the Holy Scriptures, which are able 
to make thee wise unto salvation, through faith which is in 
Christ Jesus. All scripture (or every writing) given by In
spiration of God, is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for cor
rection, for lnstmction in rigbteonsne11s; that the man or God 
may be perfect, thorour;hly furnish.ed unto all good works." 

Now, every one that reads this pa8811ge impartially, and 
eonsiders the construction of the seatenees correctly, must, I 
apprehend, admit, that the Holy Scriptures, mentioned ,.ia the 
bepnning of the paragraph, are included In the general ob

se"ations respecting " All scripture given by iosplratioo," or 
that " All scriptures p$Cn by iDBpiration," only ailuded to 
•• l'be holy scriptures" mentioned just before. In either case 
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testimony appears te be an insurmountable 
argument in faTour of those writings, concern
ing which bo made this declaration. 

the lnfereoce Is clear, that the Scriptures of the Old Testam.ent, 
which were all that were then called the Holy Scriptures, were 
cousidered by the aposUe aa Divinely ioaplred; and as answer
ing to the character he pves in the 16th verse. It may be 

further observed, that without the -·• the plllll8l;e may be 
trauslated thus: "All (or the whole) scripture being Dlrioely 
&plred, II prolltable," &c. Even tbe Latiu Vulpte, which 

ill o11e of tbe Vel'llons brought forward u favourlo~~: the o..U. 

Ilion or the ad, will bear this reoderlug: " Omnls scriptura, 
diviultus lnsplrata, atilla est," &c. 

8.-The aenae Ia, however, more clear and unequivocal, by 
the well supported reading of the word "'"'• or and, aa given 
in our translation. Thl1 aenae contains the reason why the 
Holy Scrlpture11 were able to make Timothy wise unto salva
tion; but supposing .the meaning simply to be, that all scripture 
which Is Divinely iaapire4, Is prolltable, &c. without any con

nexlon with the preceding verse, the position would become 
an uDOOooected truism; aa 110 doubt could be entertained, that 
all scripture-which was Divinely inlplred, W:lll thus profitable. 

Besides, this meaning woblclleave Timothy, aDd every other 
reader, In uncertainty, whiCh part of the scripture was, and 
which was DOt lusplred 1 tt otren no rule to dl&tlnplah them. 
But bad tblt been the apostle'• mealllng, tbere wu a fair 
ocaaalon, aod lodeed a call upon him, to otrer aome me&DI or 
clll&iDctlOD. , 

. From all theae co111iderati.o1111, I am loduced to believe, that 

the colll&n&ction pveD by our traDIIa&cm, il auppol1allle, upt 
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4.-Although the latter arguments are appli
cable only to the Old Testament; yet the first 
relates to both ; and it. is presumed that none, 
but Jews, who acknowledge the inspiration of 
the Old Testament, will deny it to the New. 
The exception which the apostle Paul makes 

only by all the Gree.t maniiiCrlpts, but by the just rulea of 
criticism ; and by every other reasonable colll!ideratioo or 
which the subject is capable. See this matter farther dis

cussed by Findlay, on the lDBplration of the J ewilb Scriptures, 
in answer to Dr. Geddes. 

For tbe sake of 10me of my readers, it may be proper to 
tall:e notice of an objection, which bas beea made from Robert 
Barc:Jay having, in bil apoloey, quoted the ~ without 
&he and: " All scripture pveo by iospiratioa of God is profit
able," &c. ln answer to·tbia, ltmay be observed, tbat Robert 
Barclay originally wrote and published his Apology in Latin, 
aod I believe generally quoted tbe texts of Scripture from tbe 
La till V alpte, of which tblllt a craosi.Woo. Even supposior; 
him to have preferred this rendering, yet, if we may judge 
from what he bas writtea on the Scriptures, there is no reuoa 
to believe he doubted the Ioapiration of any part of them. 
He ber;ins bil Thesis on the Scriptures thus: " From thn.e 
revelatiooa oftbe Spirit of Go4 to the saints, have proceeded 

the Scriptures of truth ;" and thill be applies to the historical, 
as well as the prophetical, doctrinal, and exhortatory parts of 
the Old and New Testaments. 

It is J;loped Ulat the impor&aace or the subjecl; or this aote, 
will excuse its length. To have incorporated it into the bodJ 
of the work, would not have been 10 snitable for many readera, 
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in an instance or two, to his writing by com
mandment, is a proof of his writings at least 
being Divinely inspired. 

0 After giving these reasons,- I shall proceed 
to consider the principal objections to this in
spiration, which I apprehend to be : 

1.-Tbat some of the matters related, are of 
too trivial a nature to be the subject& of Divine 
inspiration. 

0 2.-That soane others appear so inconsistent 
with the nature of the Divine Being, as to 
render it altogether improbable, that He ever 
warranted what is there expressed. 

With respect to the first objection, I believe 
· we are by no means competent judges. The 

Old Testament, t9 which this objection may be 
prin-cipally made, was not primarily written (or 
us of the present day; but for a people, who 
had many peculiar customs and ceremonies, 
and to whom many things might he important, 
that to us may appear of a trifling nature. Nor 
is it improbable, that much of what these ob
jectors consider as trifling, 0 may, to others of 
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their contemporaries, be both important and 
instructive. The pious and humble mind will 
often derive instruction from many of the 
works of Divine Providence, which may be 
overlooked by the vain and fastidious, as not 
worthy oftheir notice. 

The second objection, it is apprehended, is 
meant principally, to a~ply to those passages in 
the Old Testamen.t, where the Almighty is re
presented as authorizing the destruction of 
man by m~n. Tbis is an objection not O!JIY 
~o the inspiration, but to the truth of the Sprip
ture.s; and though it appears to be the strong 
hold ofthe ene~ies of the Bible, it is by no 
means impregnable. It has, indeed, been 
often attacked and reduced ;.but such is their 
fondness for it, that they are continually re
building it, and resorting to it. 

In replying to this objection, it may be pro
per, first, to consider the command of God. to 
Abraham, to o~er up his son Isaac, .which ha~ 
been much insisted on, as favouring human 
sacrifices, and as an argument against the Scrip
tures. It stands recorded as a trial ·of Abra
ham's faith; and as, after his fuH resignation, 
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his haad was stayed from -the performaace of 
the act, I am at a loss to conceive what infer~ 

cnc~ can be drawn from this circtiOlstaoce, 
de~gatory to the character of the Divine 
Being, or of those writings which represent 

• # 

Him as putting the righteous patriarch's love 
and obedience to this great trial. Had the 
sacrifice been actually made, the objection to it 
might have bad more appearance of validity ; 
but as the case is represented, and no doubt 
right(y represented, it appears to afford an 
argument against, rather than for, human sacri· 
fices. The conduct of Abraham is mentioned, 
in both the Old and New Testaments~ "'ith 
the most marked approbation : and it has ob· 
tained for the obedient patriarch, the distin· 
guished character of " the F,riend of God. "• 

The command given to the Israelites, to make 
war on the Canaanites, and to destroy them, is 
an objection, which it is difficult to conceive 
can be seriously urged, by those who consider 
'1'var to be lawful, even under the: ChJistian dis· 
pensation. War is generally allowed to be one 
ofthose judgments, by which Divine Provi• 
dence bath often a11licted a guilty nation; and, 

• James li. iS. 

l 
I 

I 
, I 

' 
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in the iilatauees on which the objeetio.n i! 
fo.unded,thiaappears to have been remarkably 
the caae. They were indeedjudgments w"icb 
had been ~cifully protracted. Tbus we 
read that the possession of the promised land 
by Abraham· or his posterity, was deferred for 
several generations, because "lire iniquity of 
tbe Amorites was not yet full ;"• although 
there is no reason to believe from this expres
sion, as we\\ as from other circumstances, that 
their sins were then very great. 

This is further elucidated by the command 
gh·en to the Israelites, to abstain from many 
evil practices, (some of them of the grossest 
kind,) of which the nations whom they were to 
expel were guilty. These Moses plainly 
mentions as the cause of their expulsion_; 
warning the Israelites at the same time against 
similar conduct, which would produce similar 
judg111ents: "Defile not ye yourselves in any 
of these things ; for in all these' the nations 
are de6Ted, which I cast out before you. 
And th~ la~d iii defiled; therefore 1: do visit 
the iniquity thereof upon _it; and tlu~ land 
itself vomiteth out her inhabitants. Ye shall 

• Gen. x~. 16. 
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therefore keep my statutes and my judgments, 
and shall not commit any of these abomina
tions ; that the land spue not you out also, 
when ye defile it, as it spued out the nations 
that were before you."• 

Tbis subject is also placed in a clear and 
forcible point of view by the remonstrance of 
Moses, a11 related in the ninth chapter of Deu• 
teronomy ; where, after cautioning the people 
against any presumptuousconceilsoftheir own 
merits, be expressly says to them: "Not for 
thy righteousness, or for tbe uprightness of thy 
l1eart, dost thou go to possess their land; but for 
the wickedness of these nations, the Lord thy 
God doth drive tbem out from before tbee."t 

The case of .Agag has also been brouglJt for
ward to support the objection, which we have 
now under consideration; but in this instance, 
we have again a cause assigned for tbejudg- · 
ment executed : "As thy swo_rd hath made 
women childless, so shall thy mother be child
less among women."ll From this expression 
there is reason to suppose, that Agag bad been 
remarkable for his violence and cruelty, which 
justly brought this judgment upon him. 

• LeY. sYill. 24-26, IS. + Deut. ix, 5. D 1 Sun. XY, SS. 

1 
I 

I 
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It has been alleged, that these pretensions to 
Divine commands were only a cloak for ambi
tion and crn.elty. But. this cannot reasonably 
be supposed to be the case, when it is consi
dered that these judgments were not confined 
to the heathen: nations ; but that similar ones 
we're also threatened and executed upon the 
Israelites themselves. Although they were a 
people distinguished by many ·peculiar fa
vours ; yet, when they departed from the law 
and commandment of their God, and degene
rated into idolatry and wic"edness, they be
came the subjects of Divine retribution. Thus 
the prophet Isaiah· expo&tulates with them: 
" Who gave .Jacob fota spoil, and Israel to the 
robbers? Did not the Lord, He again&t whom 
we have sinned? For they would not walk in. 
his ways, neither' were they obedient unto his 
law; therefore He hath poured upon him the 
fury of his anger, and the strength of battle.''• 
Even Moses, their leader in these supposed 
schemes of ambition, denonnced, in the most 
ample manner, the judgments, which would 
be tbe consequence of their disobedience to 
the law of their God.-See Lev. xxvi. 14, &c· . 
Deut. ·xx:viii. 15, &c. 

• baiah xlli. 24, 25. 



36 ON THB HOLT IORIPTURB11. 

When we consider the peculiar bamility and 
disinterestedness of Moses, in refusing to be 
called the son of Pharaoh's daughter ; in the 
great reluctance with which be accepted the 
gover~nrent ofthe lsrae'lites; in preferring their 
forgiveness and preservation to Ilia own aggran
dizement, or that of his family ; and in the sin. 
gular liberality which be manifeJted, when 
Eldad and Medad were complained of for 
prophesying in tbe camp: when these circum
stances are considered, there seems no gronnd 
whatever to suspect Moaea of either ambition 
or cruelty,. We pcrceiYe,on the contrary, the 
propriety of the distinguish~d character given 
of him, most probably by some pious tran
scriber of the Pentateuch : "Now tl1e man 
Moses was very meek, above all the men which 
Jiyed on the face of the earth."• 

In considering the various circumstances 
connected with this subject, there appears to 
be abundant cause to acknowledge that the 
Lord's ways arc equal; aad tllat those judg· 
ments upon the Canaanites were 11'ot the exer
cise ofa capricioU'S severity; but were admi
aistered under circumstances, which perfectly 

• Numben sll. S. 
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Jeconcile them to those principles ofjusti® and 
mercy, which we consider among the most dis
tinguished attributes ofthe Deity. And thoug~, 
in many insta.nces, the innocent may seem to 
suffe~ equally w~th the guilty; yet this i& no 
more .,han is generally the cnse in other public 
·calamities. Even in those most remarkable ones, 
the universal deluge, and the destruction of 
Sodom and Gomorrab,.many innocent children 
must have suffered with their guil\Y parents. In 
considering these case~, we should remember, 
that whatever publicafilictions may be directed 
for_ the punishment of nations, it is to a future_ 
life that wemust look for the grand distinction 
between individuals; when "God will render 
to every .man according to his deeds."• 

If 11ome of those who, with myself, consider 
war altogether inconsistent with the Christian 
dispensation, sbQuld argo~ from the unclJange
ableness of the D~vine na~ure, that the Almighty 
could.not allow of, or enjoin practices, in one 
age1 which are inconsistent in another; it may 

. aod ought to be observed, that in his dispensa
tions to mankind, great variety is evident; and 
many things which were not only allowed, bu~ 

I 

• Rom.li.G. 

0 
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commanded, in former times, and under dil
ferent circumstances, would o~w be improper. 

It also appears; that when our blessed Lord 
set forth the peaceableness oft be gospel dispen
sation, He showed that a contrary conduct had 
been M()fe tt1an permitted in forrMrtimes; an!! 
unless we intend to controvert tbe propriety of 
tbe manner, in which tbe Author of the Chris
tian religion propagated il, we must allow, t'hat 
there have been times, in \vhieb divers things 
1Verelawful tb&t n~e now \lnlawful; and thus we 
may reoencil~ the consistency of the Jewish 
'~·ars witli the Divine will. "Ye have heard 
thttt it hath been said, an eye for an eye, lind a 
tooth for a tooth; but I say unto you, resist not 
evil." Again, "Ye have heard that it hath 

.tbeen said, Thou sbalt love thy ne"ighbour, imd 
hnfe thine enemy ;• but I say onto you, Love 
·your e~eitlies," &c. Now, when "e conside£ 
the expressious ·just citl!tl, and observct the 
obvious difference ttiey make between tbe di9-
pensatiO!ts of the Law and of tim Gospel ; we 

* Tbc Wordt, "hate tblbe enemy," do DQt appeari' tbe 0)1 
1'ettainen~ 1 perbal!t tbey were 11dlled by tbe ICJ'iln:saa a glo.u; 
however, our Lord, by bls recital, acknowledgea them aa not 
illconsistent with the forllll!r'dlspl!nsatlon. 

I 
I 
I 
J 
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may find abundant reason to believe, that it 
was not inconsistent with .the ~ivine nature 
and will, to command those things which are 
related respectiag the wars ofthc Jews. 

If any _credibility is doe to the writings of 
Moses, (and they have all the claim to cred.ibi· 
Jity wh~ch writings of that antiquity well can 
have,} it is evident that those wars were com• 
manded by the Almighty. And wberi we 
consider, that we have no less support for the 
authority of Moses than our Lord himself; tbat 
He and his apostles mention him with evident 
tokens of tl1eir considering him Divinely 
directed; we must, in denying the authority 
of Moses, also deny that of. Christ and bia 
apostles :-a consequence, from the idea of 
which every Christian must revolt, 

Let us, therefore, be content with that evi· 
dence of the Divine will which is afforded us; 
and, Tatber than impugn the formet dispensa
tions of God to mankind, be thankful to Him 
for having introduced one so much more ex
cellent, in which-" Glory to God in tbe 
highest," is peculiarly united with-" Peace on 
earth, and good will to men." 

c:i 
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Bot whilst I have been endeavouring to re• 
move these objections, I have regretted that 
there should he any necessity thus to "justify 
the ways of God to men," as recorded in holy 
writ, and to endeavour to support the cause of 
that Omnipotent Being, whose prerogative 

. alone it is-" That He giveth no account of 
any of his matters." He has, notwithstanding, 
as far as different circumstances will •permit, 
condescended to adapt his dispensations to
wards mankind, to those principles of wisdom, 
justice, .and mercy, which are the rules of our 
conduct towards each other. If, in some in
stances, we cannot perceive this consistency, 
the infinilc disparity between the Divine 
Being and his .creature man, might reasonably 
induce us to expect difficulties of this kind; 
and surely the wisdom is no more to be admired 
than the faith, of those· who reject every thing 
respecting an Infinite Being, that does not 
comport with their finite capacities. "Canst 
thou, by searching, find out God? Can&t 
thou find out the Almighty to perfection l It 
is as high as heaven ; wh.~t canst thou do ? 
Deeper than hell; what fnnst thou know l 
The measure thereof is lo~ger than the earth, 
and broader than the sea. If He cut off; and 

., 

J 

j 
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~but up, and gather together, then who can. 
hinder Him?" • 

· Bu4 in admitting the Holy Scriptures ·to 
have been communicated to us under Divine 
influence or inspiration, it is not necessary to 
consider all that is related in them, concerning 
even those who;e general conduct might en
title them to the clmracter of good men, as 
intended for our imitation. In many instances, 
_indeed, their comluct is very properly and im
partially censured; and this impartiality con
stitutes one of the many excellencies oftbe 
Bible. But there are also circumstances ~imply 
related without any comment, which it is by no 
means requisite to consider a& related with ap
probation, or authorizing a similar conduct in 
us. A close and critical examination of some 
oftbese cases, would probably remove mucb 
oftbe impression which a slighter consideration 

- ·may have sometimes produced. At any rate, 
neither the sacred historian, nor that inspira
tion under which he is supposed to have written, 
is chargeable with such circumstances.-Here, 
however, we have;again occasion for the exer
~ise of our gratitude, in that it has pleasedDi vine 

• Job. xi. T. 
c8 
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Providence to give us an existence under a 
dispensation, which requires singular degrees • 
of purity and uprightness of conduct; ami 
whic"b exceeds all former ones in the excel
lence of its morality, as well as in the peculiar . 
peaceableness of its prioci plea, and the spiritu
ality of its worship. 

Great judgment is also necessary in applying 
the Scriptures to the support of religious doc
trines and observances. These 'have been. I 
apprehend, so1netime.s adopted from whllt may 
be incidentally mentioned, rather than incul. 
cated. In considering the Scriptures, and 
endeavouring to build ~ystems upoB them, it 
requires great care to distinguish those things 
which are universal and essential, from 611Ch as 
are Qnly of a tem.porary or local nature. For 
want of an attention of this kind, many unpro
fitable disputes, (to say no worse of them,) 
have arisea among the professors of CbrisH
anity; aud much unnecessuy st~ess has been 
laid on things w bicb the Christian religion 
does not eDjoin or require. 

Highly, however,.asthese writings are to be 
valued, and highly indeed do we esteem them 1 
there is not ~nly a possibility, but a danger, of 
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placiug t~ much «lependence apon tbem, by 
preferring them -to that · Divi,le Spirit frofll 
which they proo.eed, to whic;b they direct ~ur 
atten,ion,p.qd br which only they can be rightly
opened to our uftdetstancllngs. Thus the Jews; 
in the days of our bles~ed Saviour'li personal 
appearance on earth, paid great ·attention to the 
Scri pttues ; and at 4be aame time did not believe 
in Him, "of whom Moses io the Jaw, an«l the 
prophets, did write." Oo tbisacoountour Lord 
reproves them i& ibis manner: "Sea~h (or, ye 
search) the Seriptur~a; for in Utem ye think ye 
have etern~l life; IUld tht'y are tbey which 
testify of me ; and ye will not. COJJ)e uato mB7 
that ye might hav~· life." Now, teat from. 
wltich the Sari.pturea proceeded, aud to which 
they amply bear witnoss as tbe meansofsahra· 
tion, ia what we appr~bend t&ere is·&\ d311get 
ofneglectiag-; and thereby of dwelLing upon 
th6letter, without a proper regard to the ~tpirit ; 
a daDger against wbich the Sccipau~e ~m
selves contain many sal~ary caqtioM. 

There is also a name by whic& the Holy 
Scriptures are frequeDUy distinguished, which 
appears to be, in di vera. respeets, exceptionable, 
Aamely:" The Word af'God." This is an ap-

o4: 
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pellation which is otherwise applied in those 
writings; and it tends to create a confusion of 
ideas, unnecessarily to denominate several 
subjects by the same name. Christ is called, 
"The Word of God."• The term t is also 
applied to that holy Principle or Spirit,"by 
which He carries on the work of salvation in 
the hearts of true Christians; and frequently to 
the preaching of the gospel; but by applying 
it to the sacred writings, a misapplication of 
passages in them is frequently occasioned. 
That these writings contain the words of God, 
we readily admit : but we think it safest, as 
well as moat proper, to designate them by 
that appellation by which the a'postlc Paul 
has distinguished them; and, by way ofjniority 
to all other writings, to style them, The Holy 
Scriptures. Concerning these writings we 
believe with this apostle, that they were 
"given by inspiration of God ; aml are pro
fitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, 
{or instruction in righteousness; that the man 
of God may be perfect, thoroughly furnished 
unto all good works."§ 

• John I. I, &c. ReY. xix. IS. 
~ Pet. 1. iS. 1 ...JohD li. If. 

t Heb. IY. It, 

't t Tll;ll• IU. 16· 



CHAPTER III. 

Tlte Fall of ltltm, and the Promue of a Retlunur.-Different 
moclu of Ditlitae communication to Mtm.-Pro~pectr and ~ro· 

11~ of the <Hipd Dag.-CI&tVt co- ammtg the .J-.
T/14 btMjitl qf AU comitlf duip4 to be ullioer•al.-06jech 

of llu co~ rua,Uul#ted.-Chriltilm redemption a -" of 
ltlve.-D.ivinity of Chriat, and of the Holy Spirit • ._ On tlte 

Trinity-Jumjieatitm-Re~U~Tection.-4rprruntr tmd Evi
dmcu of CAriltianity.-TAe true and pnfect CAriltia. 

HAVING vindicated the truth and Divine 
authority of tbe Scriptures, we next proceed 
to consider 1he most important doctrines of 
the Christian Religion. 

Man having, by disobedience to the Divine 
command, lost that state of innocence and 
purity in which he was originally created; and 
having thereby subjected himself and his off
spring to sin and 'misery ; it pleased his gra
eious and merciful Creator, in the riches of 
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his love, early to point out and to promise a 
Redeemer. This was done at the very time 
when sentence was pronounced on our first 
parents for their transgression ; for then their 
tempter and seducer reeeived this judgment: 
" I will put enmity between thee and the WO• 

man ; and betweea thy seed and Mr seed : 
it shall bruise thy head, and thou shalt bruise 
bis heel."• 

.-But, notwiihaLand'-« the pro._iM w..u thus 
early made, tnany ages elnpeed before it pleased 
God completely to fulfil it: during which time, 
however, He did noL leave mankind wholly to 

-themselves ;. but, by .the ministr.atton of angels, 
. by tbnt Holy Spirit which was more plentifully 

to ~e ppu..t:ed forth i.n the Clniatiao dis('lensation, 
t\nu by other means, He communicated his will 
to the cbildren of men; striving with andre· 
proving the ungodly because of t_heir- ifl>i;quitiee, 
ns well as exhorting and comforting the right
eons undet' those trials, to "hich this pro
bationaxy state, and, in some insta.nces, the love 
aaJd the fear. of their Gou,r.endered·tluna liable. 
Typical offering~ a.nd. sacrifices fOI' &itl, wefo 
also est:abliabed, in aUusiou to that. ·One "Her· 

• Goo iii. 15. 

I 



OR TRI: OHRU1'1Aif BBLH161f. ol7 

ing, by which " He bath now perfeeted for 
ever tllem that are sanctified." t 

Among other soorcet of consolation, was the 
prospect; which was at times given to tbe patri
archs and prophets, ofthe day of Christ, and of 
the excellence of his dispensation ; concerning 
which we have many predictilH1s left upon 

· record, abundantly setting forth those advan
tages which were designed to mankind by Him, 
whom we have represented to us as the Sent of 
the Father. By these prophecies, as well as by 
the types oftbe Mosaic law, the minds of many 
were gradually prepared for the reception of 
the promised Messiah; and many ~here appear 
to have been, who, with Simeon and Anna, 
" waited for the consolation oflsrael, and look
ed for redemption in Jerusalem,''• by the com
ing of Him, who was peculiarly prophesied of, 
as "A light to ligliten the Gentiles;" as well 
as for ''The glory of his people Isra:el."~ 

Thus, " When the fulness of the time wa1 
come, God sent forth his Son, made of a wo
man, made ~nder the Jaw, to redeem them that 

t Beb. x. 1._ • Mite il. U, 38. ~ Ia. lllll. e. Lute u. st. 
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were under the law,"U front thos~ ceremonious 
obseryances, ~hiph were desigoed to be as a 
"Schoolmaster to bring them to Christ."~ Yet 
the great object of Christ's coming was by no 
means confined to the Jewish people; amongst 
whom, and by whom, He suffered that igno
minious death, by which it hath pleased G~, 
(and surely it ought to suffice us that it has 
thus pleased Him,)" to reconcile all things to 
Himself.''* 

.T~e evangelical prophet, about seven hun
dred years before our Saviour's personal ap
pearance on earth, speaking in the name of the 
Almighty, declares : " It is a light thing that 
Thou shouldbt be my se~vant, to ra.i&e up the 
tribes of Jacob, and to rebtore the preserved of 
Israel: I will also give Thee for a light to the 
Gentiles, that Thou maye$t be my sal vatiou unto 
the end of the earth." t Consonant with this 
gracious prediction, are these declarations of 
the apostle John: "In Him was life; and the 
life wns the light of men." "That was the true. 
Light, which lighteth every man ~hat' cometh 
into the world."~ "He is the propitiation for 
our sins; and not for ours 6nly, but· also for the 

H G~. iv. 4. §Gal. iii. 2f; 
* Col. i. 20. t Isaiah xlix. 6. t Jolin i.-4, 9. 
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sins of the w~ole world."§ Many are the pro
phecies concern\og the universal extent of the 
benefits ofCb rist's coming, the accomplishment 
of which is fl}lly borne witness to by the writers 
of the New Testament. This is particularly 
and frequently done by Paul, who, being in an 
·especial manner the aposlleofthe Gentiles, bas 
abundantly set furth, "That the Gentiles 
~hould be fellow-heirs, and of thl! same body, 
and partakers of his promise in Cbrist by the 
Gospel."* Thus was broken down t'bat par
tition wall, which formerly existed between 
Jews and Gentiles; all were united in one 
common cause; and all bad an equal interest 
in Him, with whom" There is neither Greek 
nor Jew; circumcision nor uncircumcision; 
Barbarian, Scythian; bond nor free; male nor 
female ; but Christ is all, and in all; and all are 
one in Christ.''+ 

From what has already been expressed, it 
appears evident, that the love of God, in.send
ing his Son into the world, was not limited to 
Rny part of it; but that the benefits were de
signed to extend as far as the effects of Adam'1 

; 1 J obali. t. • Epbe,. iii. 6. t CoL ill. 11. Gat. iii. II. 



tmnsgression. Tbis the apo~tle shows in the 
5th chaptero f the epistle to the Romans; and -
in anotoor epistle, speaking of the resurrection 
of the dead, he asserts : that, "As in Adam all 
die, even so in Christshall all be madealive.''t 
It affords one of the most 'encouraging consi
derations, dmttbese benefits are thus unlimited, 
and that, through the propitiatory Sacrifice of 
our blessed Redeemer, and by that Spirit, the 
mMe plentiful effusion of which He hath pur
chased for mankind, the advantages resulting 
frorn his death may be received, even by those, 
whose situation may deprive them of the op
portunity of an external knowledge of the 
truths ofthe gospel. 

Unless we admit this, we shall greatly con
trad the benefits of Christ's coming. He 
"tasted death for every man."• His" Light 
lighteth every man that cometh into the 
world."+ And although the oubvard know
ledge of these gospel truths may be withheld 
from many, yet theiT operation is not therefore 
Jteeessarily frustrated. How many partake of 
favou-rs of which tbey cannot trace the causer 
He, who is not willing that any should perish, 

t 1 Cor. xv. H. * Heb. II. 9. t Johlll, 11. 
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baa doubtless provided means by which ~e 
state of pcroition may be avoided, even 'by 
those to wllf)m his Provide!lee bat DOt afForded 
opportunities to obtain a historical knowledge 
ol ~he truths of Christianity. Tb011e, ~ow ever, 
wbo are in possession of this knowledge, can
not be too thankful for it; in tbat they are en
abled to draw riigh unto qod with more fnri 
assurance of faith ; and, ·confidrng in their 
blessed Redeemer, are encouraged, under their . 
various conflicts and exercises, to look unto 
Him who is "touched with the feel'ing of our 
infirmities,'~• and "is abte to ~uccour those 
that are tempted. "t 

The Christian religion then teaches, thatonr 
first parents having sinned and lost the Divine 
image, the faN~tn nature became so pl'tdominant, 
tlult it was by them transferred to . their off'
!>pring: but in order tha' man might he Nlltontd 
to favour, and t& a state of purity, it pleased 
the .Almighty to promise and send a Redeetner, 
whose sacrifice of Himself He ea.w meet to ac
cept, as the means of reconciliation and for
gi¥eness of sins ; hereby puttiDg a eod to· all 
those !lllcJifices, which, from the fall, or 'very 
soon· after.,. to the time w·hen Cbriai tllua ofFered 

• Heb,h'. 15. t Heb.IJ. 18. 
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up Himself, had been adopted as the means of 
obtaining acceptance with God. And al· 
though we cannot trace this practice to a Divin~ 
command, earlier than the time of .Moses; yet 
the univer,sal adop~ion of it by the religious of 
all ages, is a strong implication that it was of · 
Divine origin, instituted in reference to that 
" One offering, by which Christ hath perfected 
for ever thelfl that are sanctified."* 

Thus, the chief objects of the coming of 
Christ, evidently appear to have been, First, by 
the sacr.ifice of Himself, ~o make atonement to 
God for us, and to become the Mediator be
tween God and man :-SC4::ondly, by the sancti
fying operation of the Holy Spirit, " To finish 
transgression, and to make an end of sins, and 
to bring in everlasting righteousness. "t And 
thirdly, by putting an end to the legal diapensa
tion, and, as the apostle expresses it, "Blotting 
out the hand-writing of ordinances that was 
against us,"~ to lead mankind to a more pure 
anll spiritual worship ofthe Divine Being. 

It also appears that the Cbristia!_l redemption 
ia .~hroughout a work or love. " God iO lo-o.ed 

. • Heb, x. Ito. t Dan. ix. 24, t Col. II. 14. 
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the world, that He gave his only-begotten Son, 
that whosoever believeth ·in Him should not 
perish, but have everlasting life."§ In this point 
of view, we contemplate this il)teresting and 
important subject; and not as the effect of im· 
placable wrath, as I!IOme represent it. Christ 

·was and is the gift of God. Thus the Holy 
Scriptures represent the subject .to us ; and 
surely, the greater the gift, the greater the love. 
" God commendeth his love towards us, in that 
w bile we were yet sinners, Christ diecl for u·s. "• 
He co-operated with the Father in this gracions 
design ;and though He was ofthesame Divine 
nature, He condescended to take upon HimotJr 
human nature, and" was made flesh and dwelt 
among us,"+ until He bad, by his life and 
by his death, as man, completed the work that 
was given Him to do; after which He ascended 
to that glory, which He had with the Father 
before the world began . 

. · Here we are led to consider the Divinity of 
our blessed Saviour, in which we, as a people, 
do most surely believe; but, as every thing re
lating to the Divine Being, which i~ not ex
pressly revealed,· is far above the reach of 

~ Johu iii. J6. * Rom. v, 8. ' t Joho i. 14. 
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human comprehension, we are desirous of avoid
ing all such particular disquisitions, as lead 
beyond the clear expression of hoi y writ. W c 
can indeed say on this, as on every other o<;
casiOJJ, that we believe all that the Scriptures 
have spolten-and inculcated: we believe th~t 
the Evangeli&t was.clcarly speaking of Jesus 
Christ, and ofbis Divinity, or Godhead, when 
be said: "In tbe beginning was the Wor.d, 
aud the Word was with ·God, and -tlte Word· 
was God. The same WI\S in the beginning 
with God, All things were made by Him, 
and without Him was not any thing made 
that was made. In Him was life, and the life 
was tbe light of men."• "And the Word was 
made flesh, nnd dwelt among us."+ Here we 
l1ave a clear nnd full testimony both to the 
Divinity and the humanity of Christ; and we 
have, ever since we were a people, horne tes· -~ 
timony-'to this Scriptute do'i:trine. 

We likewi&(' believe in the Divinity of the 
Holy Spirit, which is frequently Qn.it.ed in 
Sc;riptare witb the Father a11d with the Son ; 
o.nd whose office, in the ill6truction and salvll• 
lion of mar.Ui~d, il set forth in divers pas•ges 

• Jolul I. 1-f. Ibid 14. 
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of holy writ. See Matt, xuiii. 19. Joh11 _ 
xv. 26. Acts x:niii. 25. He b. ix:. u~ 

This belief ill the Divinit.Y of the Father, •he 
Son, and the Holy Spirit, induced some of the 
teachers io the Christian Cburch, about three 
hundred years after the pers~oal appeal'ancc of 
Christ, to form a doctrine to which they gave 
the name of Trinity ; but ·in our writings we 
seldom inak.e use of this term, thinking it best, 
on such a subject, to keep to scriptu.ral expre&
aions, an<l to avoid those disputes which have 
&iDee perplexed the Christian world, and led 
into speculations beyond the power of human 
ahUities to decide. If we consider that we 
ourselves arc composed of an tmionof"apirit, 
and soul, and body,"* and yet camlOt deter. 
tnine bow even these are united; how much 
leM may we expect perfect clearRe&l on a 
subject so fat: above our finite comprebensioo, 
as that of the Divine Nature ! 

After expressing our sentimen\11 OR what is 
ealled the Trinity, it will be proper to explaiR 
our views o( tbe dodrine oi jastifteation, con
cerning whieh so much diversiiy of sentiment 

• Tbew. •· 25. 
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prevails : some imputing it wholly to faith, and 
others principally, if not wholly, to works. 

So far as remission of sins, and a capacity to 
receive salvation, are parts of justification, we 
attribute it to the sacrifice of Christ.; "in whom 
we have redemption through his blood, the for
giveness of sins, according to the riches of his 
grace.'?+ But when we consider justification 
as a state of Divine favour and acceptance, we 
ascribe it, not simply either to faith or _works' 
but to the sanctifying· operation of the Spirit 
of Christ, from which ooly living faith and 
acceptable works proceed; and by which we 
may come to know, that '~the Spirit itself 
beareth witness with our spirits, that we are 
the children of God."• 

lo attributing our justification, through the 
grace of God in Christ Jesus, to the operation 
of the Holy Spitit, w bicb sanctifies the heart, 
and produces the work of regeneration, we are 
supported by the testifllony of the Apostle Paul, 
who says: "Not by works of righteousness 
which we have done, but ofbismercy He saved 
JlB by the washing ofregeneration, and renew
ing of the Holy Ghost." II Again, " But ye are 

t Eph. 1. 7. • Rom. viU. 16. II Titus iii. 5. 
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washed, but ye are &anctified, but y~ are justi
fied, in the nameofthe Lord Jesus,and bytbe 
Spirit of our God."+ 

By this view of the doctrine of justification, 
'We conceive the apparently diffcrentsentiments 
of the apostles Paul and James arc reconciled. 
Neither of them say, that faith alone, or works 
alone, ·are the cause of our being justified; but 
as one of them .asserts the necessity of faith, 
and the other of works, for effecting this grt•at 

' object, a clear and convincing proof is afforded 
that both contribute to our justification ; and 
that faith without works, and works without 
faith, arc equally dead. 

'l'he doctrine of the resurrection of the dead, 
is so connected with the Christian religion, that 
it will be proper to say something also on this 
subject. In explaining our belief of this doc
trine, we refer to the xvth chapter of the 1st 
Epistle to the Corinthians. In this chapter is 
clearly laid down the resurrection of a body, 
though not of the same body that dies :" There 
are celestial bodies, and there are bodies t~rres
trial; but the glory of the celestial is one, and 
the 1lory oft.he terrestrial is another. So also 

t 1 Cor. •i. 11. 
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is the resurrection of the dend.-It is sown a 
natural body, it is raised a spiritual body: there 
is a natural body and there is a spiritual body. 
Now this I say, brethren, that flesh and blood 
cannot inherit the kingdom of God; neither 
doth corruption inherit incorruption."• Here 
we rest our belief in this" mystery," without de
siring to pry into it beyond what is revealed to 
us; remembering that "secret things belong un
to the Lord our God; but those things which are 
revealed, belong unto us and to our children"!! 

Many nrc the arguments and evidences which 
might be brought forwarcl in favour of the 
Christian religion ; but none appear to be more 
forcible, than the purity of that morality which 
is inculcated by it; and which is tnosteifectually 
adapted to tbe promotion of the happiness of 
mankind in this world, as well as in that which 
is to come. A just test of principles, as well . 
as of men, was laid down by our Saviour in 
these words : "By their fruits ye shall know 
them."+ It is the conduct to which principles 
lead, by which we are to judge of their recti~ 
tude; rather than by the actions of men, who 
may profess these principles, but whose weak
ness may often cause a violation of them. Now, 

• _1 Cor. :r.v.:4o, 42, 44, 60. D Deut. :u.IJ:. n. t Matt. Yll. 20. 
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to apply tbis test to Christ and his religion, let 
us first attend to that ang_elic SQDg, with which 
his bittll was introduced intd'Ute wbrld :"Glory 
to God in the highest~ and on ~rtb peGce, 
guod will towards men."t Next, let us consider 
bow his precepts and his exaruple corresponded 
with it. Read that most excelle11t sermqn on 
the moQnt ; look at the txample He bas left us, 
under aU the temptations and trials which, for 
oor sakes, were permitted to assail Him I Witb 
what firrnness did He reprove the vices and 
hypocrisyoftheJews! With whatmeeknessdid 
He bear thei1' insults and persecution~! Truly, 
indeed, was it f'oretold of Him:" He .is brought 

·as a Iamb tot he slaughter; and as a sheep before 
her sheuers is dumb, so He opcnetb not his 
mouth."• And when this people had -executed 
upon Him all thattbeir malice could devise, He, 
consistently with the precepts which He had 
irJCulcatcd, i11 return for all their injuries, put 
up this most affecting pr11yer: ''Father! for
give them; they know not what they tlo."t 

&t this example and these. precepts were 
not Cl<Jnfined to our holy Head aDd High Priest. 
J-1\ that pan Of conduct wbich iB the most diii~ 

t .Luke il. 14. • Isaiah lUi. t-'i'hls whole chapter is are-
markable prediotioa of tbe col'lllor; a11d suferiDp of Cblilt. 

- + Luke :s.ll..lii. If, 
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colt for human nature, the forgiveness of inju
ries, we find the proto-martyr, Stephen, fol
lowed his Lord's hample; and when expiring 
under the cruelties of the same people, thus 
poured out his soul unto God: "Lord !lay not 
this sin to thrir charge."+ What other religion 
is there, that inculcates a conduct like this I 
that teaches not only to forgive injuries, but 
even to pray for those that are the cause of 
them !-Precepts which alone give a decided 
preference to Christianity, above all ot11er re
ligions in the world ! 

Let us next look into those epistles, which 
the apostles addressed to the Christian converts' 
both among the Jews and Gentiles; and there 
we shall again find, in addition to the doctrinal 
part of Christianity, sucb a spirit of pure mo
rality and true love, so uniformly i!'culcated, 
and the duties of every station in life taught 
with so much simplicity and energy, as to ren
der the readingofthem pleasing and imltrnctive; 
and at the same time gaining the assent of our 
judgment, however remote from tbeltl our prac
tice may frequently be. The following extract 
from the Epistle to tbe Romans is brought for
ward, not because it contains matter soperiour 
~o many other parts of the epistles; but because 

+ Acta Yll. 10. 
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of tlte ooaciseneu, the· simplicity~ and the 
e.11ergy. with which the important pmeoepta .are 
convoyed: "Le~ loyebe·witbolttdiwipmlation. 
Abhor. that w.taich is evil; cleavolf.o:that.wlrich 
is good~ Be.kindly a1fectioned onoto·anotllet 
with brotherly love; in· honour preferring one 
another ; ROt< slothf~l in bu1iness; fervent in 
spirit; serving the Lord; rejoici~ in.hope-; 
P!'tient in. tribulation; continuing instantia 
prayer; distribatingto the necessity of aints; 
given to hospitality. Bless them that per• 
secnte you : bless and curse net.·. Rejoice witlt 
them that do rejeioe : and weep with them 
that weep. Be qf the same mind one towards' · 
another. Mind not high things, but condescend 
to men of low estate. & not wise in your own 
conceits. Reoompeoso to no man evil for evil. 
Provide.thi~ honest in the sight of all men. 
If it· be possible, as much as lieth in yoo, live 
pea~bly with all blen."•-" Be not overcome 
of evil, but overcome evil with good."t 

It may not be necessary to. enter mnch into 
t~seargnments, which the miracles_performed 
by Christ and his apostles ·afford for the truth 

- of the Christian religion. If what is advanced 
in favour of the truth and credibility of the Holy 
Scriptures, be admitted, these arguments must 

• Rom. :Iii. IHS. t Rom. :Iii. 21, D 
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unavoidably strike every considerate and ii.nw 
-partial mind, with irresistible force. It may, 
however, be proper to obServe, that the credibi
lity of these accounts, so fat at least as they re
late to our blessed Saviour, receives great additi
-onal force, from being confirmed, in many parts, 
by four different testimonies, whose distinct 
concurring evidence· affords no small confirma
tion of the truth of their relations •. This con
firmation is rather increased. than lessened, by 
the slight variations which 'sometimes appear; 
for, with these variations, no suspicion can rea• 
sonably be fixed ofil preconcerted design to 1m
pose upon the world. Two of the evangelists, 
at least, were witnesses of what they wrote; a 
thir<l·tells us, tliat he was one of those who re-

. cei ved information from such as, froln the begin
ning, were eye~witnesses and ministers· of the 
word; nnd the fourth issuppose~tohavewritten 
when in company with the apostle ·Peter; and to 
have received his 'information a11d instructidn 
from him. To these relations of the ev~ngclists 
the followingd.eclaration and testimony ofPcter 
afford additional confirmation:" We have not 
followed. cunningly devised fableli, when we 
made known to you the power and coming of 
our Lord Jesus Christ; but were eye-witnesses 
of his Majesty; for He receh·ed from God tbe 
Father honour and glory, when there came such 
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a voice from the Excelle~t Glory : This is my 
beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased."• 

-. In whatever point of view, therefore, we con
sider the Christian religion, it exhibits to us a 
plan and design worthy of our great and gra
cious Creator; and so welladapled to the state -
of the human heart, that nothing appears to be 
wanting, but the acceptance of the terms on 
which it is offered. Yet, as the condition on 
which only we can be true Christians, requires 
us to deny ourselves, and take up a daily cross 
to our evil propensities, this doctrine and that 

. foundation on which it is built, are now, as 
formerly, to some a stumbling block, ·and to 
others, foolishness. It· is indeed to be feared, 
that many who adopt the Christian religion in 
theory, are but little acquainted with it in prac
tice. True Christianity is more adapted to 
the heart, than to the bead : it is not so much a 
system of doctrines, as it is the power of God 
unto salvation. Nevertheless, it necessarily 
includes doctrines ; but then it requires a union 
of the spirit with the letter; of faith . and of 
works ; of the power and of the form of godli
ness. To unite these in our hearts, and in our 
actions, is what appears to me to constitute 
the true and perfect Christian. 

• t Peter l. 16, 17. D ~ 



CHAPTER IV. 

The Gift of the Spirit an urential of Chriltianity.-Dijfermt 
ftame• of the Spirit.-Necusity of ita asliatance.-Univerrally 
tdf"'detb-anl m alt as••-lut most plmtlfulJ41.in.tlN Gospal.
U~~Ut~dUional e~ctio!' 411~ r'J"'olatil!n d~11111cd and duproved. 

IN the preceding chapter, the gift of the 
Holy Spirit has been considered as_an essential 
partoftrue Christianity; but as it is a doctrine 
on which we insist, •.more than other. professors 

*The word" in!ilst," Is here used, because !tis not a doctrine 
peculiar to us, but only one on which we lay more stress than 
most other Cbrlltians. The church of England holds the 
doctrine mach Bl we do, aa may. be aeen In the nturgy, fr4m 

which ~ ext~-.9ted ~he ~wo foUow~ ooH~~ au~ to ~bleb 
others of a aimllar tendency might be added : " The Fifth Sun
day after Easter."-" 0 Lord,' from whom all good things do 
come I grant to us, thy bumble servants, that, by tlly holy inspi

ration, :"e may thltlll:' those . thilga that be. good; and by tla!J 

merci~ pi~ may .peJ1orr;n t~. •am.e, tllr~ ~Uf. Lo:nJ. 
Jesus Christ • ..tmen." "The 19t~ Sunday after Trinity."
" 0 God I forasmuch as witbo~t Thee we are u~able to please 
Thee; mercifully grant that tlly Holy Spirit may, in all thinft, 
dit'ect tllfd ntle our beartl, tbrougb," <\c.-See also. ~0::1.~11 
Cbridi&D PbllOIOpby. 
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of the CbristiiUf nb.me, -~ have apprehended it 
proper to appropriate a·chapter"to-this subject; 
aod,for that reason, ha-ve aid less upon ittban 
I should otherwise -hue done, when treating 
of the general doctrines of Christianity. 

There are dift'erent·names in the Scriptures, 
by which this Spirit is ·denominated. It is not 
only called the Holy Spirit, or the Spirit of 
God, and of Christ; but it is also distinguish
ed, with great propriety~ by the appellation of 
"the Grace of God ;"• as being a. mark of his 
peculiar. favour to mankind. Another-appro
priate denotl)iaation is" Light," by which are 
evinced its .effects, in manifesting what is good 
and what is evil: " For whatsoever doth make 
manifest is Light."+ Other names might be 
enumerated by which the s'ame thing is dis
tinguished ; but. these may be sufficient to 
convey a clear idea of what I have in view. · 

The Holy Scriptures so frequently make 
mention of this Divine inftaence; and enforce · 

• Ia 10me l.lllltaaces, tbe wont Idee ill Scripture limply 
meaDS favour; bat in othen, it evidently implla an inward 
operaUve prlnc:lple, and ia syaonymou with the Holy Splrit.
See Crnden's aud Taylor's CoDCOrdances, UDder Grace. 

t Epllet. "· IS. 
D3 
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it. with so.mucb energy, that there is no doc· 
trine derived from these wri~ngs, on. which. 
they appear to be more clear and-explicit, and 

. to a1ford less room for objection and contra·. 
versy. 

In considering this subject, it may be proper 
to advance and support the following positions. 

1.-The necessity of the assistance of the 
Holy Spirit, for understanding the things, and 
for working the works, of God. 

i.-That such a portion of this Spirit, as is 
necessary for working out the soul's salvation, 
is afforded to ltlankind universally. 

With regard to the first l;lOsition, the apostle . 
Paul argues _the case so forcibly, am) with such 
logical clearness, that I shall quote his words, 
both as the best arguments and the best autbo-

,rity, that can be adduced on the occasion; 
"Wbat.man," saith he~'knQweth the things of 
a man, save the spirit of man which is in him? . 
even so the things of God knoweth no man, but 
the Spirit of God."• After which he proceeds 
thus: "Now we have received, not the spirit 
pf the world, but the Spirit which is of God; 

" 1 Cor. U. 11. . 
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that we might know the things that are freely 
given to us of God: which things also we 
speak, not: in the words which man's wisdom 
teacheth, but which the Holy Ghost teacheth; 
comparing spiritual things "ith spiritual. But 
the natural man receivetb not the things of the 
Spirit of God ; fQr they are foolishness unto 
him; neither can he know them, because they 
are spiritually discerned."• 

In the epistle to the Romans, the apostle 
~lso shows the necessity of the assistance of the 
Spirit, saying expressly:" If any man have not 
the Spirit of Christ, be is none of. his-for as 
many as are led by the Spirit of God, they are 
the sons of God : for ye have not received the 
spirit of bondage again to fear, but ye have re.. 
ceived the spirit of adoption, whereby we cry, 
Abba, Father. The Spirit itself beareth wit
ness. with our spirit, that we are the children 
of God.-Likewise, the Spirit also hclpeth our 
infirmities; for we know not what we should 
pray for as we ought; but the Spirit itself 
maketb intercession for us, with groaninga 
which cannot be uttered."+ 

From these pauages, and f£om many others 
wbicb might be adduced, it appears clearly, 

• l..Cor.ll. l~U. t Rom. •Ill. 9, 14-,15, 16, eo. 
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that the influence ofthe Holy Spirit is neces
sary fortbe performance of those duties, which 
make us truly acceptable unto God. It is by 
our humble atte11tion to this Spirit, that we are 
instruded ·in ibese duties, and ebabled to per
form them; and,_ by abiding under it& purifying 
:iJrftaeaees, we -are ·gradually created anew in 
Christ Jens, unto gttod works. By this Spirit 
we are also instructed in tile ,great aod solemn 

1duty of prayer: "Praying always with all 
prayer and supplication in the Spirit, and 
watching thereunto with all perseverance."• 
It is likewise by this Spirit, that thoae who are 
called to the sacred office of gospel ministry, 
are " made able ministers of the New 'festae 

' ment; not of the letter, but of the Spirit; for 
the letter killeth, but the Spirit giveth life.''+ 

In addition to these clear and forcible dee 
clarations, it may be proper k» remark, that 
they are grounded on such arguments, as evince 
Olem not to be confined to the times of the 
apostles_, or primitive Christians; but, being 
adapted to the weakness of mao, fhey may rea
sonably be supposed to last as long as that 
weakneu.ranaias: aod amlou it caa be 'proved 
tllat, aiDoe tboee times, mankind bate received 

* ~:p-. wL lS. t 2 Cor. iU.-6. 



TUB HOLY IPIBIT. 

such aa extraordinary accession of natural 
powers, as makes religion and virtue more 
easily attainable than formerly, we should 
thankfully submit to be instructed and as
sisted by the same.supematuial means, w~ich 
tlie Holy Scriptures so strongly recomioend, 
as eBSential to the petformaoce of those reli
~ious duties, which. we owe to our great 
Creator, and to our merciful .Redeemer. 

We come now to the second position, viz. 
" '~:hat such a portion of th~ Holy Spirit, as is 
necessary for working out the soul's salvation, 
is afforded to mankind universally." 

It ~as already been shown, that there are 
difFerent names by which this Spirit is distin
guished. We apprehend it to be a degree of 
the same, which the apostle alluded to, when; 
writing to the Romans respecting the state of 
the Gentile world, he says: "For when the 
Gentiles, which have not the law, do by nature 
the things contained in the law; these having 
not ihe law, are a law unto themselves, which 
show the work of the law written in their 
hearts ; their consciences also bearing witness, 
and their thoughts the meanwhile accusing, or 
else excusing one another."*. 

• Rom. ij, 14, 15. 115 
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We also find that the Spirit of God strC?ve 
with the antediluvian world; respecting which 
the Almighty gave this declaration: "My 
Spirit shalt not always strive with. man."• 
Concerning the Jews in the Mosaic dispensa
tio~, Nehemiah expresses himself thus in his 
prayer: ".Thou gaveat also thy good Spirit to 
instruct them.'~+ And by Isaiah it is said : 
"They rebelled and vexed his Holy Spirit ; 
the,efore He was turned to be their enemy."t 

Thus we see in every age and state of the 
world, there hns been a secret principle at work 
in the minds of men, which fot:med the basis of 
all true religion; aud by inattention and llisobe-

, dience to which, they fell into those enormities 
that produced the justjudgme•!ts o'can offended 
God. We believe that this Divine principle is, 
as has already been intimated, the same with 
.that which the Evaogelis~ John calls," the true 
light, which lightetll. every man that cometh 
into the world ;"~ that it is the gospel which 
Paul says, "was preached to [ '?r iniiJ every 
creature which is under heaven;"! and that it 
js w bat be elscw here styles," the Grace ?f God, 

• Gen. w. lJ, ·~Neb, ix. 20. t Isa. lxlii. 10. ~John i. 9. 
· II The Greek is "IY 'll'ck~ .,.; oliiO"u." ! Col. l. 28. 
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w'h1ch briogeth sal-vation, and bas . appeared 
unto all men."• 

But although this Divine principle has !'I ways 
been, in degree, afforded to mankind; yet it was 
by the Gospel Dispensation, not only that life 
and immortality were brought to light; but that 
the . Holy Spirit was ntore plentifully poured 
forth, and became as it were .the :leading feature 
of that religion, which o~r blessed Redeemer 
lias introduced intq the world. With this ~iew 
of the subject, I apprehend, the Eva!lgelist ex
presses himself thus : " The .Holy Ghost. was . 
not yet given, because that Jes~s w~s not yet 
glorified."+ And in ano.tber place : " The law 
was given by Moses; but Grace and Truth 
came by Jesus . Christ."t Of this .Grace the 
apostle Paul, in particular, frequentlY. speaks in 
his epistles; bu.t mo~t fully ill that to Ti:tus, in 
the passage just referred to. This passage it may 
be proper here to give at large:'' The Grace 
of God that briogeth salvation, ba.th appeared 
to all men; te~hing us, that, denying uugodli
neas and worldly lusts, we should live soberly, 
righteously, and godly, in this present world; 
looking for that blessed hope, and the glorious 
appearing of the great God and our Saviour 

• Tit.ll, 11. t John vii. 89. t John i. 17, 

o;g;"'""bvGoogle 



Jesus Christ; whogaye Himselfforos, that He 
might r.edeem us from all iniquity, and puify 
unto Himself a peculiar people, zealousofgood 
works.' .. This is a text tow hich we often refer, 
as describing the essence of the Christian reli
gion; and conveying, in tbe clearest manner, 
our belief in the quality, the univenality, and 
the effects, of that gift ofDi vine Grace, to" hich 
tbe apostle bears tbls ample teetimony; and 
which, we here see, co-operates with that great 
object, for which the Son of God was man f .. 
fested in the flesh. This object, nccording to 
tbe.,testimony of &bother apostle,. was, "To 
destroy the worksofthedevil ;''tthe principaJ 
of which, it scarcely need be said, Is sin. 

But to retarn to the preceding passa~e in 
Titns. There are three inferences evidently · 
resulting from it. 1.-That this Grace is of 
that qttality '\'thic;h produceth salvation. 2.
That it. is univenal : not confined to a part of 
mankind; but extended" to all men." s ....... Thttt 
•its instroclions are such as inl'ariably lead to 
the practice of piety and virtue. The iitst and 
third of the!!'e inferences will, it is presumed, . 
be generalfy if not uni yersally acceded to ; but 
the second, though equally deducible from . .tbe 

* Titus ii. 11-14. t 1 John ill. 8. 
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apostle'swwds,&OIDemayendeavoartoexplain 
a flay ; and tp l'ecDncile with those .ideas of un
conditional election and reprobatiou, which 
they have entertained.: and on which it may be 
proper, in this place~ to blake a few remarks. 

This doctrine asserts, that the Almighty bas 
irrevocably decreed a certain number of human 
beings .to evetlasting happiness ;_and that the 
rest are as certainly doomed to the commission 
of sin, and to its consequence: eternal misery. 
That this is no exaggerated description, will 
appear from the quotationsgiven in the margin,U 
from the writings of the advocates of this doc
trine; and I should think, that to de.~cribe it 
was enough to refute' it, iuld we not, in many 
otber instances, as well as in this, occasion to 

U "I118J, that by tile ordiDatioo Mid will of God, Adam 
feU. God would have mao to fall. We refer tile caue or 
bal'deoiDJ 111 to God." -CGlvilt. " God hath precleBtbla$ed 

!JOi ool7 DDio damoatiou, but also uoto the cauee of it, wbom

soeverHe.saw meei."-Beza. "It ia the opinion of oordOI.l

trines. that. God did iaevitably decree the &emptatioa and faD 

or-."-P•-· " Oocl JIIOYetb tbe robber to ldii. He 
ldlletb, God fCII'Oiq bim tbei'CIIIDo." ...... z..ru... "Reprollate 

peno111," Al&ll Pi«ttlor, "are ilb&olutely ordailled to tbb two

fold end; to IIHergo everlaetill( pua.isbuleo&1 lllld oece.arily 
to till; aadtllelefGre tosiD1 that they may bej!IIUy puollbed." 

-See Barclay'• ApolOJT, prop. v. aect. !i· 

.. 
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observe, in how dift'erent a· point of v~ew dif
ferent men see the same subject. That the 
Holy Scriptures, those faithful records both of 
thejusticeandmercyofGod, should be pressed • 
to the support of such a sentiment, is matter of 
surprise. I am aware tbat some parts of the 
Scriptures, taken without their context, may be 
supposed to incline to this seoti~ent. • This 
is particularly the case· in the Epistle to the 
Romans, in which the apostle is setting forth 
the call of the Gentiles, and the temporary 
rejection of the Jews; justifying, with great 
energy, the power and the wisdom, the good
ness and the severity of God, in this respect : 
but that lle meant thereby to inculcate, that the 
.Almighty, personally and unconditionally, 

• It Is worthy or remark, that several passages in our 
English trao.latlon, wblch seem to fnour tbla doetrine, are 
capable of a dllferent rendering. For lnatance In Actlli. I!S, 
where It Is trallllated, "Him being delivered by the· determi
nate COUIIIEil and foreknowled~ or God," &e. the Greek word, 
;J,.,.,, rendelled delitJerul; may, with equal or more pro
priety, be tran1lated, gi11eta fortTII "then the passage may bti 
read thus : "Him, who was pen forth by the determinate 

· oou1111l and rordmowledge or God, ye have taken, and with. 

wicked hands haYe erueltled and slain." Another Greek word 
il ued In every pauage that Ia rendered, deliNred. Acts lv. 
27. :~Ill; 48. and 1 Peter 11. 8. are also capable or- belnr 
411ferently translatei. 
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dected individuals to a state of future happi
ness, and decreed others to a state of misery, is 
what, I think, ~o fair construction of the Epistle 
will warrant~ On the contrary, after showing 
and enforcing the right of the Almighty, to 
make me of individuals, or of nations, for car
rying on his great and unsearchable .designs ; 
the apostle sets forth, even with respect to the 
Gentiles, the call -of whom it was peculiarly 
his object to justify, that their continuance in ' 
Divine favour, depended upon the steadfast
ness of their faith and faithfulness to Him, 
who had •'called them out of darkness into 
his marvellous light;"• and" made them par
takers of liis promise in Christ Jesus·:"t 

The following quotation from that part of 
the epistle in which the apostle may be said to 
sum up his arguments, will tend to set the 
subject in a clear light : '' For I speak to you 
Gentiles ; inasmuch as I am the apostle of the 
Gentiies, I magnify mine office.-If some of 
the branches be broken off, and thou, being a 
wild olive tree, wert grafted iri among them; 
and with them partakest of the root and fatness 
of the olive tree, boast ~ot against the branches ; 
but if thou boast [remember] thou bearest not 

• 1 Pet. ii. 9. t Ephes. iii. 6. 
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the root, but the ropt thee. Thou wilt say then~ 
The branches were broken off, that I might be 
graffed in. Well, because of unbelief they 
were broken off, and thou standest.'by faith ; be 
not high mi11,ded, but fear J for if God spated 
not the natural branches. take heed lest He also 
spare not tliee. Behold therefore the goodness 
and severity of God.; on them w hicb fell, seve
rity ; bot towards thee, goodness, if thou con· 
tinue in his goodness; otherwise thou al&o 
~halt be cut off: and they also, if they abide 
not still in unbelief, shall be graffed in; for 
~od is able to graft' them ~n again:''• 

H'ere VIe see no unconditional election or 
reprobation; but a doctrine which perfectly 
comports with the declaration of the Almighty 
~b~ut six hundred years before, when, after 
sending the prophet Jeremiah to the potter's 
~ouse, to instrnct him at once in the Divine 
power and mercy, He sent a message by him to 
the bouse of Israel, in this memorable language: 
" 0 House of Israel ! cannot I do with you as 
this potter, saith tbe Lord ? Behold! as the clay 
is in the potter's band, so JUe ye in my band, 0 
house of Israell"t After thus setting forth his 

• .Rom. :11. 1s-ss. t ler. xvlli. 6. 
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power, the Almighty prooeeds to show in ·wbat 
maaner He is plea~ed to exercise it:" At what 
instant I sbal~ speak concerning a nation ·and 
concerning a kingdom, to p!ack up; and to pull 
down, and to· destroy it; if that natiou, agains~ 
which I have pronounced, turn from their evil, 
I will repent of the evil that I thdUght to do 
unto them. And at what instant I shall speak 
concerning a nation, and concerning a kiag• 
dem, to build and to plant it ; if it do evil in 
my sight, that it obey not my voice, then I 
will repent of the good, wherewith I said I 
woul~ benefit them.'.. · 

Tbua we see the principle of the dealings of 
God with mankind, in different ages. qf the 
world. The ·Ninevites are a proof of the truih 
of the first part of the foregoing declaration ; 

-and 1.he Israelites of the latter: for, however 
tile Almighty may, in so~ instances, see meet 
to distinguish a,people, orindiridools, by. some 
peculiar privilege~; yet, if they neglect and 
trample upon his law, and are unmindful of the 
favours which they:receive; He does not fail to 
:punish them accordingly : " You only have I 
known of all the faro.ilies of the earth; ther~ 
fore I will pu.Qisb .,yw for all your iniquities,"+ 

• Jer. xTi.ii. 7, to . t Amos iii. 2. 

• 
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was the declaration concerning this highly fa
voured people; from which, and various other 
passages in holy writ, we may safely conclude, 
that. man's destruction is ofhimself; agreeably 
t.o another declaration of the Almighty by one 
of his prophets:" 0 Israell thou bast destroyed 
thyself; but in me is thine help. "t " The grace 
of God which bringetb salvation, and hath ap
}Jeared unto all men," affordeth this help. It 

- is saving grace ; and it is universal grace. It 
is a gift consistent with every attribute of the 
Deity ; and with the declarations concerning 
Him, recorded in the Scriptures of Truth. 

That the Almigllty may see meet, in his un
searchable wisdom, to confer a greater degree 
ofthis grace on some than on others ; and that 
He may peculiarly call some to particular-ser
vices in his churcb~ or in the wodd,are no doubt 
consistent with the Divine attributes·: but with 
respect tfJ the future happiness of mankind, 
there is abundant reason to believe, that all re
ceive a sufficient decree of grace to procure it; 
and if this grace is not equally distributed to 
all~ yet, su.rely, we may conclude that, at llist, 
tbe judgment will be according to this most ex
.eellenhule : "'Where much is given;much will 

· t Hosea 1ili. 9. 
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be required ;"II and, consequently, that where 
little is given but little will be required. 

In addition to what has been already said, it 
may be proper to observe, that, in considering. 
this subject, we should always distinguish be· 
tween those passages in the Scriptures, which 
simply declare the power of the Almighty,and 
those which set forth the manner in which He 
exercises that power. Thus the apostle. has 
said, and no doubt said truly: " He bath mercy 
on whom He will have mercy : and whom He 
will" He bardenetb. "• But then are we not also 
told that " the Lord is good to all; and his 
tender mercies ar~ over all his works;''+ and 
has not the very same ap~t.le, after recommend
ing that "prayers and intercessions should be 
made for all men,"t e~pressly declared, that 
"this is good !lDd acceptable in the sight of God. 
our Saviour, who will have all men to be saved, 
and to come unto the knowledge ofthe truth?"~ 
Correspondent with this is the language of the 
apostle Peter: "The Lord is ~ot slack con
cerning his promise, as. some men co~nt slack
ness, bot is lo"llg suffering to us-ward ; not wil· 

D Ll&knii. 41. • R()m, lJ:, 18. + Psalm C1Jy, 9. 
t 1 Tim. ii. 1. ~ I Tim. ll, S, 4. 
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ling that any should perish, but that all should 
come to re-pentance!'* 

' 
It should also be considered that hardness of 

heart is the punishment, and not the original 
cause, of sin; nor does the hardness spoken of 
by the apostle in the Epistle· to the Romans, 
necessarily imply perpetual hardness; for of 
the Jews, whom he represents in a state of 
hardness, be says : " If they abide not still in 
unbelief, they shall be graffed in again."+ 

'If God did judicially ·harden ·or su'ffer to 
be hardeRed, tboaciwbo'had ~en "long wilfully 
disobedient to ·his laws, He might, with great 
propriety, "show ·his wrath, a,nd make his 
power kno-wn, in the vessels of wrath, fitted 
for (testruction"t by their own accumulated 
transgre'llsionll. Thus were Pharaoh and the 
Jews mo&uments ofthe justke ofa'n offended 
God, and warnings to succeeding generations, 
not to despise thoae loug .. auffering tne'rcies, 
with which He watts the return of those 'Who 
s-in against 'Him. 

Seeing then that the designs of our great and 
gr~cious Creator are so replete with "good·w~ll 

* 2 Peter !li· Q, t Rom. xi, ts .. :t Rom. ix. 22. 
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to men ;" that, as far as is consistent with the 
free agency with which He has seen meet to 
endow us, He is ever willing our happineBB, and 
furnishing us with the means of procuring it ; 
" Let us draw nigh with a true heart, in full 
~ssurance of faith ;"• and, trusting ill that 
merciful redemption, by which we have, on 
repentance, the forgiven~; of sins, ''Let us 
come boldly to the throne of grace, that we 
may obtain.mercy, and find grace to help io, 
time of need."+ Thus will that sanctification 
of heart, and holiness 'of life, be experienced, 
without which, we are told, "no rna~ .shall 
see tbq Lol'd ;"t an~ th~ all will redoupd to 
the glory of God, who. he.s "shown the ex•. 
oeeding riches of his grace, in 'his kindness 
towards us, t_hrough Christ Jesus."§ 

• Heb. x, 2~. t Heb. iv. 16. 

~ Ephe•: ii. 7. 
t Heb. xii. 14. 
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CHAPTER V. 

on atbtne m.Jo~sbtp an!J ·eospel 
.ftltntetrp. 

JVorslaip an act of the soul totJJards God.-MeetlngsforfiiOrship 

mDY be held in rilence.-Public lllOrllaiN an indispenaabl~ duty 
-reuona&le and llmY'clal.-Sflent IIIOrllti.P 11dtlpted to all 
•tater.-Iir lldtltlllt-.u.-Scrlpture arpmmts for it.-Prayer 
a nece11acy duty.-Tiae palificationl of Minider1.-Humnn 
leaming not usential to tile Min"istcy.-['Vo individual !Ia. a 

right e.rclusively to aswme the e.rrrcire of it.-On WMRer&'r 
prtaching.-On preatilaitlf for Mre..-Tithu. 

HAVING, in the preceding chapters, 
treated on those subjects in which we nearly 
agree with the generality of Christian profes
sors, I come now to consider those points, in 
which we materially differ from them. Two 
of these, being,nearly connected, are included 
in one chapter, though it will also be neces
sary to consider them separately. These are, 
Divine Worship and Gospel Ministry. 

With respect to the first, we consider that 
worship is an act of the soul towards God; that 
He is a Spirit; that the soul of man is spiritual ; 
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and therefore · that, ·in the performance of the 
solemn dufy of wonoip, words are not essen
tially necessary; because He, who is a Spirit, 
understands th" language oft he spirit. Never
theless, we do not disapprove the use of words 
in our religions meetings, whether in prayer, 
praises, or in the exercise of gospel ministry ; 
when they are delivered under'the influence of 
the Holy Spirit, which only ca:n, as we appre
hend, rightly quaJMy for · the performance of 
these important Mr;ices. Hence, w~en we 
come to our places of religious worship, we 
think it right to sit down in silence, and wait 
therein upon God, ~or the. assistahce ot that 
Spirit which helpetb our infirmities, attd with
Out y, hich we Iulow not w bat to pray for as we 
ought. Here we may be favoured, at times, to 
feel the Spirit itself making intercession for 
us; under the influence of w.hicb, we believe, 
a secret· aspiration will asccud with more ac
ceptance before the Father of spirits, than any 
form of words whioh may 1k prepared for us, 
or ~bat does not arise from a heart thus quali· 
fied for verbal expression. 

Holding our meetings under these impres
sions, it very frequently happens that they are 
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continued throughout in.silence; a state which, 
when attended with a right exercise of mind·, 
we consider as bestadaptedto the performariee 
of the solemn duty of Divine wonhip ; for 
here, eyer' individual who feels his own col)· . 
dition and neceasities, can. secretly pour out 
his soul unto God, without distraction· or in• 
terruption ; and here also we can freely par
take of those Divine-influences upon the mind, 
which, when mercifollY.._Mliorded, constitute 
the highest enjoyment ofman upon earth. 

But we are sensible that these eft'eets are not 
always experienced in our religious meetings. 
We fear ~hat some who attend them, have not 
their .min'd~ rightly exercised ; we know that 
Divine good is -not at our command: and we 
believe that the sensible enjoyment of it, is 
often withheld for a season, and sometimes for 
a long season, from the truly exercised mind: 
"Verily Thou.art a God that hidest thyself, 
0 God of lstael, fhe Saviour !"• But even in 
this situation, we think it mucb·safer to wait· 
in a state. of passive silence, than, by the ac
tivity of the creature, to rush unprepared into 
those external acts· of devotion, which we 

• Isaiah ~"· 15, 
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~lieve are no further acceptable, than as they ' 
come from a heart rightly prepared to ofFer 
tbem. A state of humble, sil~t waiting, and 
dependence on Divine help, is so adapted to 
the relation. in which man stands to his great 
Creator, that we believe it peculiarly likely to 

. meet with Divine acceptance and regard : 
"Blessed are those senants whom the Lord, · 
when He cometh, shall find watching."• Bot 
to those who do not patiently abide in this 
state of mind, a very different con!le({Uence is 
shown to result : " Behold, all ye that kindle · 
a fire, that compass yourselves about with 
sparks : walk in the-light of your fire, and · 
in the sparks that ye have kindled. This shall 
ye have of mine hand; ye. shall lie down in 
sorrow."+ And we ought by no means to for• 
get the <'Onsequence, under the law, of offering 
strange fire to the Lord4 

We consider it an indispensable duty, pub
licly to meet together ~or the worship of God; 
and " not to forsake the assembling of our
selves together, as the manner of some is."~ It 
is both a reaso11able and a beneficial ,duty ;
reasonable, because it is a public acknowledg .. 

• Lute 1lL 87. t Is. I. 11. 
~ Heb. x. 25. 

t Lev. x. 1-51 

B 
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to every. human· being, who is desirous ofbeing 
acceptable in the sight of his Creator. Where 
is the well disposed mind, that has not occasion 
ror an· attention to tbat universal command: 
''What I say unto you, I say unto all, Wateh !"• ·. 
This secret attention and exercise of mind, is 
therefore neceasal'y for all; and as man is wil· 
ling to be reduced into it, the weak and erring 
mind may be brought to the discovery of ita 
own state ;·an·d, feeling the necessity of Divine 
aid, to overcome its evil propensities, and to 
secure eternal happiness, may thus feel also the 
necessity ~nd the qualification, to pray for 
forgiveness of past sins, and fot ability so to 
live under the influence of Divine fear and 
iove, as to cxperienc~ p.re~~ervation from those 
evils ~biclu'boond in the world, or to which 
the mind ma.y be naturally prone. 

Many, therefore, we conceive, are the ad
vantages which result frorn silent worship. It 
enables a number ofCbristianstomeettogether 
for th~ performance of tbis important duty, 
wi\hout depending on any man to assist them 
therein; a dependence, which deprives num
bers of publicly discharging this duty, even 

• Mark xlli. S'T. 
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once in the week. It also presenes from the 
dangerous situation, of drawing nigh nato 
God with the month, and honouring Him 
with the lips, wh~lst the heart is far from 
Him ; and it is peculiarly adapted to the 
performance of that worship in spirit and ia 
truth, concerning which our blessed Redeemer 
has given this momorable testimony : "The 
hour cometh and now is, when the true wor- I 

shipers shall worship the Father in spirit and ~ . 
in truth ; for tbe Father seeketh such to 
worahip Him. God is a Spirit; and tbey that 
worship Him, must worship Him in spiritand 
in truth."• 

In addition to the foregoing reasons, many 
passages may be adduced from the Scriptures, 
pointing out the advantage of silent waiting 
upon God. In reading thpse devotional etfu
sions, which have been transmitted to us in tbe 
book of Psalms, we find this waiting strongly 
and frequently inculcated. The evangelical_ 
prophet likewise speaks frequently of the 
benefit of such a state of waitiag, in which 
silence is either expressed, or necessarily im
plied. The latter part of the fortieth chapter, 
and the beginning of the forty-first, are so 

- • Jobn lv. 28, 24. 



•ppoeite tothepr..esent subject, and, at the same 
time, so Teplete with religious instruction and 
oonaolation, that it may be useful to give them 

. at large: "Wby sayeat thou, 0 Jacob! and 
apeakest, 0 Israeli My way is hid from the 
Lord; and my jodpent is passed over from 
my God ? Hast thou not known, hast thou not 
heard, that the everlasting God, the Lord, the 
Creator of the ends of the earth, fainteth not, 
neither is weary ? There is no aearching of 
his understanding. He giveth power to the 
faint, and to them that have no might He in· 
creas~th strength. Even the youths shall 
faint and be weary;and the young men utterly 
fall: but they that wait upon the Lord shall 
renew their strength; they shall mount up 
with wings as eagles ; tbey shall ran, and not 
be weary ; they shall walk, and not faint. 
Keep silence before me, 0 islands 1 and let the 
people renew their strength; let them come 
near, then let them speak; let us come 
near together to judgment."• 

But, whilst we are laying aside the outward 
forms, we are far, very far indeed, from de· 
siring to discourage the practice of true prayer. 
It is a duty which we owe to our great Creator; 
and which the feelings of our own manifold 

• lsalah xl. 27 to S I. and Jl1. I. 
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wants and dangen, will often draw frOm the 
rightly concerned mind. It is indeeddiftb::ult 
io conceive, how any thing deserving tbe name 
of religion can be preserved without it.
" Watch and pray, that ye enter not into 

' temptatiou,"• . is an injunction delivered by 
oar Holy Head and High ·Priest, wbo in this, 
as in many other instances, has shown, tliat 
He was, as the author of the Epi&tle to the 
H-ebreWB expreSIIes it, . "touched with the 
feeling. of o~r in.firmitiea ;"+ for He imme
diately adds: "The spirit indeed is willing.; 
but the fteeb is weak." 

In this command, ourbleBBed Lord sefs.forth · 
both the-necessity a'ftd the preparation forth is 
great duty, w-hich constitutes a·very imp<Wtlmt 
part of religious warship. We are not to rush 
hastily or nnpreparedly -either into private or 
public prayer; but, having our mfil'ds·engaged 
in true watdhfnlness, or waiting for the -infht· 
ence of the Holy Spirit upon the soul, we 
thereby become qualified to put up our peti
tions to the Father 'of Spirits, in such a manner 
as the impressions W'bicb He affords us of our 
wants 'shalt indicate. And when we are brought 
into a tmriibling consideration of the many 

• Matt. '!1: :ni. '41. :t Hell; i•. H. 
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mercies an.d favours, of which we rue unworthy 
partakers; as the objects of creatimt, of re
dcmption,-and oftbat bount~fut provislon·wbich. 
is ma.Qe for us ;·we shall find abttRdant cause 
frequently to . ~~r that pmise, by whtch tAle 
Al~ht, ·is glprifiai-; .anti . of which H~ i•, 
with the Son ofhia love, through ·too eternal 
Spirit, for .e\'er -wurtlty. 

After these rem~r ks ori reli.gious worship, we 
proceed.to the consideration of the subject of 
Gospel Miuistry. 

The right qualification of those w h9 ·OCcupy 
the itation of .mioieters, is of~eat importaace 
to every Te1igiGUa Sttcie&y • . ·It ·;will, I pro1Ulle, 
be uni venally o~dtd to !be; in· tile urst place; 
necessary,-tlmt the principles ahd .practice of 
these, should cortespond Jwithtb~ir p'rofessioa 
and station; and next~ thattbey·~ called and 
qualified, according to- ttte riatore and ·princi
plesoffhat religion, which tbey·lifaft~'t\Wth to 
espouse. · To applytbese 'Sel~videnhtdes to 
the Christian religion, undettfs vatious divi

. sions, it most be deemed necessary for a: gospel 
minister; thai be poSses&es s hleartfeltoon,-iotidn 
of the truths or Obri'stianity; aiweU ns of the 
prineipleB of ftlat partieotaf &Ociety; lbf W·ll~h 
be is a ·member ; also that his moral conduct be 

E4 
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sacb • the ppel of Cbrist requires. When 
tllere is uy -terial deiciency either in pria
ciple or pradic:e, there is ~ to fear that 
aoch will do lllOre iajory than beaefit to the 
aue of reU,ioo ; as well as reader themselves 
objects of diaglut ud coatempt. " Unto the 
wicked God saith, What hast thou to do to de
clare my sWuta; or that tltoa ahoaldai take ray · 
cOYeDIUlt ia thy mouth ; seeing thou hatest in
structioo,BDdcastestmywordsbehind thee?"' 

Aa to the farther qualification for a ppel 
.wu.ter~ althoagh the ddiaitioo almldy pven 
may be generally~ &o, yeA, in the appli
ca&ioa of i4 there exists some diveni&y of sen
timent. As tbe natare aad principlea of the 

. Christian n:Ji«ion are the aame now as for
merly, we conceiye that the aame Divine call 
ud iD8aeoce, which qualified the early mini.s-
1en and promnlgaton of the Gospel, should be~ 
in adegreeatleast, experieac:ed by its ministers 
to the ad of the world : especially as we have 
.DO other qualification pointed out in the Holy 
Scriptures. Thia call waa "not of men, Dei
~ by man ; bot by Jeaua Christ, and God 
the Father."+ We beline that the &ame is in
wudly and immediately received, by_ the true 

• l"s¥ L 1&. 17. t GaL i. I. 
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gospel ministers of the present day; and that, 
in the dilcharge of the duties of this sacred 
office, the renewed influences of Divine wis
dom and strength should be waited for and 
experienced. Thas ministers are qualified to 
speak to the state of their hearers ; and to 
baptize them iato the Name [or Power] oftbe 
Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit; thereby 
fulfilling that true commission for gospel mi~ 
nistry ,given by our Saviour. Matt. xxviii. 19. 

The foregoing qualifications 'correspond 
with the description, which the apostle Peter 
gives of prophecy, and which we conceive to 

· be descriptive of the esseDtials of a gospei 
minister. " Prophecy came not iii old time 
by the will of man : but holy men of God 
spake as they were moved by the Holy 

· Ghost."• Thus we see, that both ancient 
prophecy and gospel ministry came "not of 
men, nor by man ;" that they required those 
who exercised them to be holy men of God ; 
such as could say to othe~s, "Walk, as ye 
have us for an example ;"t and that, in per
forming the duties of these oflices, they should 
speak "as they were moved by the Holy 
Ghost;" or, in other words, as the "Spirit 

• 2 Peteri. 21. +PhiL iii. 11. 

£5 
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g~ve them ut.Wrucc.''• H. ministers aJe not 
t4¥s inftucnced and directed, we may expect 
ihe dechtraijQn fcapectiog the.· ptopbets ·for .. 
merly, wbotan and '"~re:aobent,.tobdverdied: 
"They :Shall-Bot ptoit· \be ·peo.pk .at· all."+ 
Nor sho\lld this,fierious la.oguace lle forgo~ten : 
"Wo unto.tbc 'fot:ilit1b ptopMta, lhat follow 
their.own spi~·it,,aud have soon notbil1g/'t 

.. 
What is. said·respectingon.inwl\J'dcall to the 

ministry, is by no means peculiar to our reli-
. gious so.ciety. However the doctrine of tbe ·in

fluence o~.the Sph·it m~y bealigbted by some, 
it is in this instan<:c, as well as in its gencml 
influence and. operation, clearly maintained by 
the chu~cb of England, as appears by tbe fol
lowing question put to those who apply to he 
admitted .to the office of deacon :· " Do you 
trust that ·yo\l arc ·inwardly moved by the Holy. 
Ghost, to. take upon yon this office and ministra
tion," &c.. The answer required is, "I trust 
so." Tb.is doctrine is also consistent with the 
general observation on the prie.sthood, made 
by the author of th_e Epistle to the Hebrews :' 
"No man taketh this bonQPr unto himself, but 
he that is .called of God, as w.as Aaron."~ The 

• .A.cts ii. 4. t Jer. xxili. 82. 

. ~ Heb.Y. 4. 
t Bat>k. xiii. s: 
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writing• of tlie apostles abuadantly show, not 
only whence they derived :'(beir commission, 
bot also the influence under which they exer• 
cisedit. Tbustbe Apost.lePnt.-say~': "Which 
things also we speak, not in the words which 
man's wisdom teacheth, -but whfob the Holy 
Ghost teaeheth."• . • · · · · 

. From all these considerations, we believe, as 
is already stated, that it is necessary, in the first 
call to the ministry, to be " inwardly moved by 
the Holy Ghost;" and that, in tbe various per
formances of tbis sacred office, ·tile reneltings 
of this Divine influence and ability, should be 
waited for end experienced, as the mostlikely 
means to fulfil the apostolic exhortation :. "If 
any mao speak, let him speak as the oracles of 
God ·, if any man minister, let him do it as of 
the ability whtt:h God ginth; that God in all 
thing8 may be glorified, through Jesus Christ; 
to whom be praise and dominion for ever and 
ever; Amen.''+ 

Fl'om our views of this important subject, 
there ariae a few points, in which we materially 
differ &om most other·profesaors· of Chris• 
tianity .. 

" l Qor. ii. I& + l 1'4&. tv. u. 
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1.-In not considering human learning 
esaential to a gospel minister. 

2.-In b.elieving that no individual "has a 
right to assume the exclusive exercise of this 
ministry, in a congregation of Christians ; but 
that all, both male and female; who are rightly 
moved thereto, may exercise this gift. 

·3.-That this ministry being, if rightly re
ceived, received freely, and without ·auy pecu
niary expense to qualify for it, it therefore 
ought to be freelv communicated; and no fur
ther support expected by ministers, than what 
is authorized by Christ, and was practised by 
his apostles, 

Upon each of these points it seem!!' proper 
to make a few remarks. 

On t~e first very litUe appears necell88ry; 
for if we conside! the Holy Scriptures, and 
particularly the New Testament, as any guide 
to ll& in this matter, we shall not only lind, 
that human literature is no wlrere recom· 
mended for this office; but likewise, that many 
of the apostles were illitera~e men. It is also 
clear· that the apostle Paul, though a man of 

I 
·I 



.A'ND GOSPEL Jll.lfiiTJlY, VI 
- . 

learning, disclaimed tbe inftoence, of it upon 
his ministry ; as appears from various parts 
of his epistles, particularly from the first and 
second chapters of the epistle to the Corin
thians, of which the nrat nve verses of the 
second chapter, appear especially worthy of 
notice: "And I, brethren, when I came to 
you, came not with excellency of speech or 
of wisdom, declaring unto you the testimony 
of God : for I determined not to know any 
thing among you, save Jesus Christ, and Him 
crucified. And I was with you in weakness, 
and in fear, and in much trembling: and my 
speech and my preaching was not with 
enticing words of man's wisdom, but in 
demonstration of the Spirit and of power: 
that your faith should not stand in the wisdom 
of men, bot in the power of God. "• 

But although we do not consider human 
learning as essential to a gospel minister; yet 
we are so far from c!isesteeming or slighting 
its uge, that we wish due attention to be paid 
to it by the m_embers of our society : for we be;. 

lieve ttaat those who have it, and arc disposed 
to make a right use of it, may apply it to the 

• 1 Cor. ii. 1-5. 
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promotion of religion and virtue, as well as to 
the·beneit of ci.-w.ii.Mciety •. 

With r,spect .fD the .se~ond poiot, we. havte 
tbe practice of the pr-imi~ive church so deci
dedly in our favour, that I am at a loss to con
ceive, bow a practicuo repugniUlt.to it ca~ 
baye so generally prevai16d as it has done, in 
almost all the Christian churches. 

'I' he pra.ctice alluded to, is t~at of an indi
vidua.l assuming the ~xcl~ve e~ercise of the 
ministry ; which is directly contrary t~ what 
the apostle recommends, as well u declares to 
be the practice of tt;ae_ dlurch in early times. 
T.his appears clea-r from .the fourteenHI. chapter 
of the first epistle to t.he. Corinthians, where, 
first addressing the holi.even in ~eral, the 
apostle thus expresses himself:" Follow after 
charity, and desire spi1'itual gifts; but rather 
that ye may prophesy ."• By this prophesying, 
l1e does not appear so uruch to mean- tbe fore
telling of future events, as the gQJieral pat

poses of gospel minispoy i for in the !bird 
verse he says : '' He that propbesieth,~pe~~~ 
unto men to edification, aad exb()ffation, an~ 
comfort."+ After this general advice and ex-

"' I Cor. xiT, I t I Cor. :m. 8. 

' o;g;. ,dbvGoogle 
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planation, he prooeede to-abow too superie.rity 
of.propbrsyiog ·to speaking with tougu.es; and 
tben of those who ha\'e·rec:eived thie div..ittegift, 
he says: 1' Let tbe prophets speak two or three, 
arrtllet the others juuge. ··If any thing ·be re
vealed to anothertbahitteth by, leU be first hold 
his peace ; for ye may aU :prophesy one by one, 
that all may leniFn, and all may-be comforted."* 

After Atating this unequivocal description of 
the rule and practice of the primitive church, 
I shall proceed to the consideration of another 
part of this head, from which it appears that 
we admit women, as weH as men, to a partici
pation and exercise of·tbegift of gospel !l'inis
try. We are aware of ~he objection, which_is 
made, from the piohibition laid u,pon ;women's 
speaking Hd teacbiog in the ·Church, and 
usurpif1g authority o\rer the man.t But·if, an 
every ot:caaion where there is an a-pparent 
difference between one part of &ript.ure and 
another, itis admitt.t . ihat Scrip~f«) :is the 
best ittterpreter of ·Soriphn.e, ·I. ·believ.e· :very 
little diffionlty ·will arise in rem~vjJ}g this 

_ objecticm. It should be.corisidered; that tbc 
words used by the apostle on this occasion, 
cannot mean the -exercise of gospel ministry ; 

• 1 Cor. xlv. 29-81, + 1 Tim. II. 11-15. 

159224 
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. because, in the very epistle in which be first 
mentions this prohibition, he gives particular 
~irections respecting the manner in which 
women are to exercise that . gift, which be 
denominates, " praying or ·prophesying ; "• 
and which he no doubt considered as different 
from speaking, teaching, or usurping autho
rity: for it cannot with any colour of reason 
be supposed, that the apostle would give 
directions for the exercise of that, which he 
thought should n~ver be exercised."+ 

In addition to the preceding argument, 
several other passages in the Old and New 
Testaments may be advanced, which clearly 
show, that women, as :well as men, were enga
ged in the work of the ministry, or as pro
phetesses in early times. PUI!ing over Miriam, 
Deborah, and Hul~ah, we find Anna, a pro
phetess in the Jewish Church, publicly 
exercising her gift in the Temple; and hail
ing the recent birth of the Me88iab. The 
Samaritan woman, with whom our Saviour held 
an interesting conversation at Jacob's Well, 
appears to have been the first of his disciples 

' ' 
• 1 Cor. 1i. 5. 

t _See John Locke's note on 1 Cor. Jti, 3. where he sup
ports the co~on here pven. 
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who publicly preached the comiug of Christ; 
and remarkable was the success• which at
tended her ministry. Women were the first 
witnesses of our Lord's resurrection, and 
were commissioned by Him to proclaim this 
important truth to his disciples. 

After his Ascension, they were, equally witla 
the men, partakers of the effusions of the Holy 
Spirit ; and we find several females mentioned 
as being prophetesses, or fellow-labourers wi1.h 
the apo~tles in the Gospel of Christ. Luke, 
in speaking ofPhilip the deacon, says : " The 
same man had four daughters, which did pro
phesy."• In the Epistle to the Romans, the 
apostle says : " I recommend unto you Phebe 
our sister, who is a servant of the church that 
is nt Cenchrea."t._Greet Priscilla b and 
Aquila, my helpers in Christ Jesus.":l: "Salute 
Tryphama and Tryphosa, who labour in the 

• Acta x lli. 9, 

• The Greek word in this ~ "Ddered &erYant, II the 
ame u In other places II rendered deacon or mlnllter. It ill 
readered miDWer here in almos& an·otber trallllatioua. 

• Prilcllla Ia here, aad In two other ~ placed before 
her hlllbaDd; from wbicb, and eMber clrcumataoca, we· may 
COK!ude me wu a mlnilter of DO IIIDIIll emlneaee ill Ole 
chore b. 

,. 
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Lord. Salute the beloved Persis,< which 
Jabourednioch4 in the Lord."• And in another 
epistle be says, "Help these 1wumen that 
laboured witb us in tbe Gospel."+ 

1.'bese are passages which cJearly evince the 
admission of the female sex, in early times, to 
the work and service of the Gospel : but what 
adds not -a little to our argument is, that this 
was expressly foreto\d in sueh a manner, as 
would, if we had 'fto ptecedeDt, fully warraltt 
the practice : for oR tbb wubject we may use 
the words of the apostle Peter, and say : " This 
is that which was spoken by the prophet J-0el : 
And it sbaH co'rDe to·pllss ia the last days, saith 
Goll,I•ilt po1tt out of my Spirit upon aU fleeb; 
and yonr sons aM yoar daughter• shall pr().A 
phtsy; and ~r yooBg-nten thall aee 'Vision5; 
nnd your old men shall dream dl'eaius·; -and on 
my servants, and on my handmtlitlens, I will 
pour out in those dllys· of my Spirit, and they 
shall prophe~y.":i: 

llloe geuder, s~ tbat Persis -a woman. 
d 'fbe Glellll: word• here -rillldered "labcmr''ancl"laboared,., 

aft the same a& tbe &poltle 11Sf:oi w"ben be speaiiB or bl1118ell 

labonrinr; In tbe cospeL 
*Rom. :u.i. ll. t Phil. i-r. 8. :J: Actaii.I6-IS. 
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We come DQW. to the third. po_int, viz. the 
maintenance which is aUow~ to the ministe111 
of the GMpel. <hr this subject the directions 
of ot&r blessed Lord' ar.e eo particular, .that, 
with the pnctice of his Apostles, they set tbe 
matter in a very clear poittt of view. The 
direc~ions, so far as they relate to-this subject, 
I shall transcribe froe the tenth ohap'er of 
Matthew, wllen- Christ ser4 fufth the twel\le 
_.~postles on their first mi&aion: "Heal the 
sick ; cleanse Ute ·lepers ; mise the dead ; cast 
ot1t de.-ils :' fret-ly ye -have received, freely 
give._ Proride neither gotd, nor silver, nor 
braBS in your purses :--for the workman is 
worthy of his meat. And into whatsoever city 
or town ye shall enter, iaqnire '\ftlo in it is 
worthy, and rilerein abide tiU ye go thence. 
A.nd wbo~aeverebaRnot receiteyb~ -nor bear 
,- wo~da, when ~ depart -out of that bouse 
or city, shake off tile dolt of your feet."* 

· In the foregoing passage, >tve have directions 
for the conduct of the miniBters-of-Cbrist, both 
when their ministry is -reoti\led, and when it is 
rejected. In the fonner ease, all tliat: is pro
vided is temporary accommodation, "hil&t -
travelling in the w01rk. of the minist-ry; or 10 

• M~ttt. 11:. 8-14. 
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engaged therein, aa to prevent their attention 
to their temporal occupationa. In the latter 
cue, they are by no means authorized to extort 
a forced maintenance ; bot, as a testimony a
gainst thole who reject them, they are directed 
to shake off the dost thatcleaveth to their feet. 
Well would it have been fo-r the Christian reli
gion, had its ministers, under all denomina
tions, adhered to their Lord's instructions on 
this subject ; and acted with that noble disin· 
tereatednesa wh~h He inculcates, and- which 
we find wu practised by his immediate fol· 
Iowen, so aa to enable one oftbem to say, "I 
seek not yours, but you."• 

And here l caDDo~ wei( avoid expressing 
great regret for the wound, which, there is 
reason to believe, Christianity bas received, 
and still receives, from a lucrative establishment 
for ministers ; a circumstance which holds out 
a temptation for unqualified, and even immoral 
men, to seek for, and get into that office, with 
no better motive (I believe it will be generally 
allowed)than that which it was foretold would 
actuate the corrupted sons of Eli:'' -Put me, I 
pray thee, into one of the priest's offices, that 
J may eat a piece of bread."t 

" t Cor.llii. l.f, t 1 Sam. ii. 36. 
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We are aware of the arguments advanced 
from some expressions of the apostle Paul, in 
favour of an established support for ministers; 
and which I apprehend are all comprised in the 
following words of the Apostle: "Do ye not 
know, that they which minister about holy · 
things, live of the things of the temple ; and 
they which wait at ~ealtar, are partaken witb 
the altar l Even so hath the Lord ordained, that 
they which pie~ch the Gospel, should live of 
the Gospel."• Now all this only proves a sup
port consistent with what " the Lord bath or
dained," and which is already given in his own 
words. This we readily admit, and adopt in 
our practice ; but surely no one can infer, from 
·the foregoing passages, that ministerure to be 
provided with a settled maintenance; and not 
to labour with their hands, or to be engaged in 
the usual occupations of life, for their own 
support, and that of their families. 

That we are justified in the construction 
given of our Lord's direction, and the Apostle's 
reference to it, is abundantly clear from the 
practice which resulted from it; and which . 
cannot be more cmnpletely or energetically 
described, than in the words of the same 

• 1 Cor. iL IS, 14-. 
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Apottle con~ifteeil in bis most e•cellent. address 
to tbe elden of Epbe•os, wbieh · be eoacludes 
in this memorable lan«uage: ~ l.have coveted 
no man's silver, or «old, or apparel; yea, yoa 
yourselves know, that these haods have minis
tered unto my necessities, and to them that 
were with me. I bne showed you all things, 
how that, so labouring, ye ought to support tbe 
weak, and to remember tbe words oftbe Lord 
Jesus, how He said, It is more blessed to give 
t-han to receive."• 

These being o\1 r sentiments on this important 
subject, we make no provision for the support 
of our ministers, fqrther than the discharge of 
those expenses, which travelling in their reli
gious servU:es necessarily occasions; and, if we 
make no provision for the support of our own 
ministen, whose ministry we approve, we think 

· ourselves fully warranted in declining to contr~
bute to the support of others, and of a worship 
connected with them, from both of which we 
conscientiously dissent. A ministry with a 
~ttled mnintenaoce, forced even from those, 
who so far disapprove of tbeir establishment, 
as to w~tbdraw from their teaching, is so evi
dently incompatible with the doctrine and 

• Ace. n:. 85-85. 
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practice ofCbristand his Apostles, that !think 
it unnecessary to say more to justify our prin
ciples in this respect. But, although it appears 
to me to be a system so deeply injurious tot he 
interests of true religion, I have no doubt that 
many, not seeing the subject in the same point 
of view, have seriously entered, under these 
circumstances, into this ~ocatiou; and are 
piously concerned to discharge the duties of 
their station. These should be left to their 
own master, to whom we ~ust all, at last, 
either stand or fall. 

After what bas been said respecting the 
general maintenance of Gospel Ministers, it ap
pears superfluous to enter into argument against 
_that most objectionable and anti-christian mode, 
ef support by tithes. Tbeir di v:ine right is 
generally exploded and abllndoned r- their itn:
poli.cy is almQSt as :ouiversally acknowledged. 
How far tbe teMimony which we have borne 
against tbem ma;r have contri~ute«J to produce 
tbeae effects, is nQt for me to dcrterfJline ; bqt 

it is hoped that, ~~~.long as tbis yo~ remains, 
tbat teatimony:will ooot.iuue to be maiqtaioed, 
with the firmness and meekness which should 
ever be united in tho support of religions truths. 



CHAPTER VI • 

. • 
PreUmirlary 06.-atiolu.-T.o li:llldr of BqU.m,-W Iller 

Gild tlc Spirit.-Remtu-Ju oa Matt. uvlii. 19.-TAu ad oth~ 

Arpmenu it& fa_,. of Wat~ Baptim&a.eerul.-SprinkUng 

Rot baptUm.-SprlllkUng of Ir!fllllb not 1111tMri:ul 'by Scripture. 
-Ciralflut•cu att.W.itag U highly obj~le.-The Lord'• 
Bllpper.-Th Circumlt- ~~~~~ Ufolly admittul.-.Not 

IWRAtHrul.P"JH*cl, tiii.J nlllr'c ti1111 .aditag of Feet.-Tlte true 

Lord'• Supp~.-Our .dU~ent 011 tlteae s.bjectr, not from 
Dituteem of Chriltit~~~ity, ht tlte rtmer•e• 

BEFORE entering into, a separate. oonsi· 
deration of these subjects, I shall premiae a 
few words on the nature of religious obse"ances 
and ceremonies. These appear to me to be 
generally local or temporary; and, if we may 
judge from what we read in the New Testa
ment, we m~y safely conclude, that the u~e-of 
them is variable. There is not a pra~tice 
more strictly enjoined by our blessed Lord,.and 
that both by precept and exomple, than [the 
washing of each other's feet, as related by the 



nangelist John, chap. xiii. But who, con
eid«ing the dHferent local circumstances, 
believes this tO be a duty now incumbent upon 
us 1 The apostles who met at Jerusalem, to 
consider the attempt of some Jewish Cbris
ti&as, to impose the. rite of circumcision oa 
those Gentiles who embraced Christianity, 
came to a solernn; and no doubt right conclu
aion, on such things as i1 was then deemed 
necessary to observe ;• yet none of these, 
•xcept one of a moral nature, is now consi
dered obligatory. Nay, we even find the 
ap<tstle Paul, a few years after, enforcing a 
liberty with re!lpect to meats offered to idols, 
which this tlecree certainly does not warrant; 

- a decree which there is great reason to believe 
he had himself u~ited in forming. 

The Christian church was, at that time, just 
emerging from the ceremonies of Judaism, 
and. the superstitions of Heathenism. In this. 
atate of things, "it seemed good to the Holy 
Ghost," gradually to remove those legal ob
aervances and ceremonies, connected with the 
Mosaic dispensation ; and not to enjoin ao 
immediate disregard to the whole of them at 
eace. · It was the morning of. the gospel day; 

• Aeta. D • .. 
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and if the brightness of that morning has heeD 
greatly obscured, which I apprehend all pro
testant& agree with us _in believing; and that 
the sun bas been prevented from shining forth 
with meridian splendour, by the darkness of 
many unnecessary observances and traditions, 
wllich were afterwards introduced into the 
Christian church; we must indeed regret the 
circumstance: but when further light is re
newed and afForded, ought we not to avail 
ourselves of its advantages, and endeavour 
to stand open to those further discoveries, 
which are consistent with the nature and 
spirit of the gospel ; and which may be sop
ported as such, by the doctrines contained in 
the Holy Scriptures, particularly in the New 
Testament? 

After making these general remarks, we 
may proceed to the consideration of the sub
ject of B~ptism. Of this we find two kinds 
mentioned in the New Testament; nameJy,
)Japtism with Water, and Baptism with ibe 
Spirit. The former was, in some degree, in 
use under the Jewish law; and some writer. 
me~tion that it was occasionally both added 
to circumcision, and substituted for it, in the 
admission of proselytes. When the forerun-
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Rer of our Lord appeared to fulfil his mission,' 
he made particular use of this ceremony; and· 
from him it was caUed the Baptism ·of John. 
From this practice among the Jews, and by 
John the Baptist, Water Baptism appears to 
to have been introduced into the Christian 
church, as the mode of acknowledging its 
converts; but ·we conceive it was no more 
an essential part of Christianity, than other 
Jewish ceremonies, for a time practised by 
the early Christians. 

It is clear that John considered his dispen
sation and baptism as only temporary; nor 
.does he, as a substitute for his baptism, refer 
:his disciples to any other baptism with water, 
to be instituted by Christ. On the contrary, 
he plainly shows, that the baptism which was 
to ·iiupersede hi~, was to be of a different and 
a spiritual nature, as appears by these words: 
" I indeed baptise you with water unto re
pentance ; but He that cometh after me. is 
mightier than I, whose shoes I am not worthy· 
to bear: He shall baptize you .with tbe Holy 
Ghost_ and with fire: whose fan is in his hand; 
and He will thoroughly purge his floor, and 
cather the wheat into his garner; but He will 
~um up the chaff with unquenchable fire."• 

• ~ W. 11, l2. ., I 

• 
o;g;,;,dbvGoogle 
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Ott another occasion, JDkn also says: "He 
must increase, b11t I must decrease:•• Ft~nt 

these expressions, aa well aa from others in 
the New Teatament, we are induced to be
lieve that the "one Baptism,"+ which now 
remains aecessary to the church of Christ, is 
that o~ U1e Spirit. This, according to tbe 
foregoing instructive allegory, cleanses the 
heart.; and, ns the apostle Peter informs us, 
does not consist in putting away the filth of 
the flesh; but in procuring for us "ibo answer 
of a good conscience towRTds God, by the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ."~ ' 

The pmctice of W oter Baptism is prioci-
r .• pally defended, by the direction given by our· 

• · Saviour to his disciples, after his resurrection, 
when He addressed them in this manner: ''Go 
n.ml tench all nations, baptizing them io the 
name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy · 
Ghost,"~ &c. But as we differ from most 
others. in the constrilctioo of this passage, it. 
will be proper to enter into a particular co.n
sideration of it. 

It-is tq ,b~ r~~ted., that· CbJ:istia.oa b~ve, 
been sq hAl>i;taW,ed tq, u.nile Bapli$m 111Jid-

• John iii. 80. + Ephes. iv. 1), . t 1 Pet. wi. tl. 
. ~ Ma&tl :KRill; I"' 

• 
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Water together in their view, that they seem 
almo~ to forget that there is a Baplism with· 
out Water, by the Spirit. Ther-e are many . 

_ passages in Scripture, where the words ba(l
tize and baptism are used in a figurative sense, 
aad ia which it is. evident no aUusion to the 
us~ of water is intended. This is peculiarly 
the ~asc ,where these words are used by our 
blessed Lord, w1to appeal's never to have used 
them ia reference to water,. except where He 
expressly so defines H1e application; u"nless it 
caa be intended by the passage in Matthew 
now under consideration ; and w hiclt we tl1ink 
cannqt be proved. There nre two instances 
in lfhich, it is apprehended, all will agree that -
Water could not be intended ; the first is the .. 
question,pnt to the sons of Zebedee: "Can 
ye drink of the cup that I drink of; aml be 
baptized with the baptism that I am· baptized 
'With ?"• By these expressions, an~ similar 
ones in tbe succeeding verse, it is evident that 
water cannot be understood; and, indeed, it is 
geRet'il.lly agreed, that both baptism and ibe 
cdp allude to a state of deep fl'l'lffering and 
aftliGtion. This is also tbe obvious meaning 
of the expression in Luke: "I hal'e' li baptism 
to be baptized with; and how ami straitened 
till it be aceomplisbed l"t 

• Mark :L 38. t Lake:r.il.. 50 

. 
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From these applications of the words, bap
tize and baptism, it appears that they were at 
that time frequently used in a figurative man
·ner; and we think ourselves warranted in ap
plying the foregoing passage in Matthew, with 
another in Mark, chap. xvi. 16, to an inward 
and spiritual Baptism. This construction is 
much corroborated by rendering the former 
passage, as the original ~reek evidently im
'Plies: "Baptizing them into the name of the 
Father," &c. By this expression we appre
hend is to be understood, the introducing of 
the believers into a feeling sense of the Power 
of God in Christ, by the influences of the Holy 
Spirit; all which-the apostles were, no doubt, 
frequently made instrumental in producing, in 
the hearts of their hearers. This application 
of the Word "Name," as symbolical ofthe 
Divine power, • is not uncommon in holy writ ; 
and we conceive tb~t no reasonable objection 
can be made to it. Thus the expressions of 
our Lord unite with those of the apostle Paul: 
" So many as were baptized into Christ Jesus, 
were baptized into his death:"+ and ·again, 
"A.s many as have b~en baptized into Christ, 

• !lee the Concordance~ of CrudeD and Taylor, uader the 
word, "Name." 

t Roa. Yi.& 
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have put on Christ."• That these expressions 
have no allusion to Water Baptism, appears 
to us evident from 'the context; and particu .. 
larly from the ,following expression of the 
same apostle : "By one Spirit are we all bap
tized into one body ;-and have been all made 
to drink into one spirit."+ 

It may he alleged, that the apostles under• 
stood the command in Matthew as applying to 
Water Baptism, and practised it accordingly. 
That they made use of baptism with water, bas 
been already admitted; but .that they did it in 
®nsequence of this command, is not easy to 
prove. But, supposing this to have been the 
ease, it appears from vari~us circomstances. 
that even tbe apostles were "slow of heart to 
believe" and understand this command, as 
'Well ali other scriptures relating to the gospel • 
dispensation: for, notwithstanding the express 
charge to "go and teach all nations," con· 
nected with the words in dispute, we find bow -
difticult a matter it was, to' bring the apostles 
to tbis acknbwledgment·: "Then laath God 
also to the Gentiles granted repentance unto 
li.fe."t Such, it is eviaent, was their attach
m~ot to the Jewish nation and law, that they 

• GaL iii. i7. t 1 Cor.lW. 13. ; Acta'xi, 18, 

P4: 
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slowly and gradually relinquished many of 
those ceremonies which were connected with 
them; and with some difticulty excused the 
Gentile converts from an adherence to these 
observances. The apostle Paul was, however, 
more quickly introduced into the spirituality 
of the gospel dispensation; and we think it ia 
clear, that he did not understand our Lord's 
command, Matt. xxviii. 19, as enjoining the 
practice of Water Baptism; concerning which 
it is universally agreed that he was speaking, 
when he t banked God that he had baptized so 
10 very few as he mentions, out of the great 
numbers converted by him at Corinth to the 
ChrisHan faitli: "For Christ," says he, "sent 
me not to baptize, but to preach the gospel."• 

It has been argued that this expression of 
the apostle is ~neral, and only implies tltat 
Baptism was not the principal part of his mis
sion. But we have at least an equal right to 
consider the words in their common accepta
tion ; and as showing that, however the apostle 
might occasionally use Water Baptism, as a 
mode of initiating con'terts into the Christian 
church, yet be did not consider it as a part of 
bts commission; and consequently not esaeu-

• 1 Cor. I. 17. 
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tial to the Christian religion, nor to the sonl'a 
salvation. If be bad considered it necessary 
to these important objects, it ia difficult to 
conceive, how he could solemnly thank God 
fQ.r the omission of it. 

Another argument in favour of Water Bap
tiam is urged from the following query of 
Peter, on the conversion of Cornelius and his 
family.: " Can any man forbid water, that 
these should not be baptized ?"• &c. Now it 
appears very probable from this query, that it 
waa a matter of doubt among the Christians of 
that ti~e, whether Water Baptism was neces
sary to be continued; and that Peter, on this 
aa well as on some other occasions, inclined to 
the continuance of a ceremony, at least partly 
Jewish. How closely even the apostle• were 
attached to the Mosaic law, and bow slowly 
their miDds opened to the Gospel dispensa
tion, has been already remarked. Notwith
standing the various predictions of the pro
phets, and the direct cammand of our Saviour 
Himaelf after his resurrection, it still required· 
an extraordinary vision from Heaven to con
vince Peter, that, cc· Of a truth God is no 
respecter of persoDB; but in every nation, he 
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that feareth Him, and worketh rigbteousnesr;, 
is accepted with Him."• It was about ten 
years after this circumatanee, thattlle apostles 
and elders came together, to consider. of the 
propriety of exempting the Gentile convert.s 
from the rite of circumcision; and it was not 
till after there had been much disputing, that 
they concluded not to impose this yoke upon 
them. Although Peter was present at this 
confe.rence, and earnestly. promoted the deci-

. sion of it; yet it was, I apprehend, after this 
time, that the apostle Paul had occasion to 
blame him for his changeable conduct towards 
the Gentiles, with respect tp some Jewish 
.customs. t From all these circumstances, we 
may account for Peter's continuing the prac
tice of Water BaptiSm, as connected with that 
dispenaation under whicJ! he had been edu'f. 
cated. However, we have reason to ·believe 
~.ibat his views on this subject enlarged, as his 
.experience.)n the service of the gospel in
creased! for we find him several years after, 
in one of his epistles, describing the Baptism 
tl,at "doth now save us,"~ in this manner.: 
"Not tile putting away the filth of the flesh; 

• Actsx. 34, 85. t Gal. it.ll, 12, Is: · · 
t Tbere appean to be. an Inaccuracy In our traoslatioll of 

jlle nne precedill( 'bit p~ The " el,h~ soula were 
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'but tbe answer of a good conscience towards 
God :"• a description by no means applicable 
to Water Baptism, which, as it was then admi.; 
nistered by immersion, did pot away the filth 
of the fteah; and of which we may sorely say, 
as . was said of "meats and drinks, and of 
divers washings,~' that it . "could not make 
perfect, as pertaining to the conscience ;"t 
they being imposed only until the time of re• 
fonnation; by which is generally understood, 
the Gospel dilpeDBation. 

In considering the various arguments on 
this subject, part of the diversity of sentiment 
appears to lie in the difticulty there sometimes 
is, to determine between the literal and the 
figurative · uae of words, which relate to it; 
Even water, as well as fire, is sometimes used 
:figuratively. To be "born of water and the 
1pirit,"t has been considered, and we thina
rightly considered, by~ some who believed 

sand," aot It, lnlt from or tTtrofltlt Ole water : IIDcl ,..!1 

v..1aton 'reader ii ill ltbil aeDie. A1lo Ole Greek worcl 
•Yn'I'IIIIM wldch il U'IIDIIa&ed "fipre," miP1 be lelldel'ed. 
aatitype; a J'ellderiq which, ID tbil place, pYlll a IIUI'ereDt 

iclea of Ole meaniDg of Ole Apostle. 
• 1 Peter IU. 21. t Heb. lz. 9. 10. :t Jolm iii. 5. 

\ cc,la, Grotilll, Pllcator, &c. 
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in the prepriety of Wlter Baptism, as figu,. 
tive an expression, as being baptized "with 
tbe Holy Ghoat and with fire,·"~ and we ought 
to remember the explanation which the evan!' 
gelist himself gives of our Saviour's use of the 
word Water: " Thia spake He of the Spirit, 
which they that believed on Him should 
receive."+ 

It is frequently said, that Water Bapt-iam ia 
appointed in tbe.Cbriatian church, as a aubsti
tute for Circumcision among the Jews. In 
answer to thie, I would first query, from what 
part of the New Testament can the appoint· 
ment of one instead of the other be proud ? 
Cen it be supposed, that, if our Saviour or his 
apostles had. considered it in tltis point of 
yiow, they would have given no intimation of 
it ? I apprehend that not a single text which 
wilt bear such a construction, can be produced. 
On ~be contrary, there are very strong argu
ments to be brought against this supposition, 
from the epistles of the apostle Paul, He fre
quently ~peaks of circumci.ion as being no 
longer of religious obligation. If Water Bap
tism was to have been its substitute, the occa
sion to mention. it was almost neoossary and 

* Matt. ·01. 11. 
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unavoidable, Yet be i1 not ooly silent on the 
subject ofW!'ter Baptism, as the substitute of 
Circumcision; but be even shows what is it• 
substitute. "He is not a Jew which is one 
outwardly, neither is that circumcision which 
is outward in the flesh: but he ia a Jew which 
is one inwardly ; and circumcision is that of 
the heart, in the spirit, and not in the letter ; 
whose praise is not of men, but of God."• In 
the epilitle to the Galatians, the apostle writes 
much on the subject of circumcision; bnt. 
never mentions any other substitute for it, 
than'' Faith which worketh by love," and a 
"new creature."+ 

What has been sajd respecting Water Bap
tism, is intended Jo apply to it, as it was ori
ginally administered by immersion ; and in 
which manner, I conceive, if it be of religioua 
obligation, it can only be rightly administered. 
But it is a singular fact, that by_far the greater 
number of the advocates for Water Baptism, 
and those wbo are most apt to re1l«!et on us for 
laying it aside, never practise it themselves; 
b11t have substituted for it the sprinkling of a 
little water in the face of the penon pretended 
to. be baptized; and tllis they apply to iniaata 

• Rom. U. 118, 19. t Gal, T, 8, 'ri. )5. 
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more than to adults. Now this I think may, 
with confidence, be asserted, that Sprinkling 
is not Baptism; but, if it most have a name of 
Greek derivation, should be called Rantism. 
Betides, it is a ceremony, which has neither 
precept nor example in the Holy Scriptures; 
the. few arguments for it being· drawn from 
equivocal suppositions. For any, therefore, 
to censure us for the disuse of Water Baptism, 
who have themselves laid aside the use of it, 
and substituted something else in its stead, is 
nota little extraordinary. Which way soever: . 
it is administered, it may be an. innocent cere
mony to those who consider it as a religious 
duty. ' 

Bot, although the baptizing or sprinkling of 
Infants may be innocent in itself, there ·are 
some circumstances attending its administra
tion, at lea&t in the Church of England, which 
may be seriously injurious. .To say after a 
child bas passed this ceremony-'' We yield 
Thee hearty thanks, most merciful Father! that 
it bath. pleaSed Thee to regenerate this infant 
with ·thy Holy Spirit; ·to receive him for thy: 
own child by adoption; and to incorponte 
llim into thy. holy church ;"-is saying what, I 
thiak,-neitbet,reasqn nor revelatiQn will 11np-
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port; and, if it is seriously believed, must lead 
those who have passed through the ceremony, 
when they arrive at years of consideration, to a 
very mistaken apprehension of their own state. 

Another part of this ceremony, and which 
results from administering it to infants, appears 
to me to be very objectionable. . That to which 
I allude is, the engagement which those enter 
into, who become sureties for baptized chil
dren. In performing this ceremony, the priest 
says:" This infant must also faithfully, for his 
part; promise by you that are his sureties, 
(until he come of age to take it upon himself,) 
that he will renounce the devil and all his 
works, and constantly believe God's Holy 
Word, and Qbediently k~ep his command· 
ments. I demand, therefore, Dost thou, in the 
name of this child, renounce the devil and all 
his works, the vain pomp and glory of the 
world, with all ~he covetous desires of the 
same, and the carnal desires of the flesh, so 
that thou will not follow nor be led by them ? 
Answer, I renounce them all." Now I appeal 
.to those who are weli acquaibted with this 

• I 
pr~t1ce, whether they, who thus eagage, do 
reaUy. perform their engagement. . .Does ii 
c}early appe!lr (as it certainly ought) that they. 
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Always intend so to do when· they make it l 
Js their own cond11ct such as corresponds with 
the engagement into which they have entered l 
And do tbey'afterwards follow up this engage
ment by means adapted to the end? Or, is not 
this solemn coveatant, which .is attended with 
the most solemn circumstance, often lightly 
entered into, and as lightly violated? Let 
those who are promoting a practice, involving 
in it a conduct so repugnant both to religion 
and morality, seriously consider what they 
are doing; and then I believe they will see 
this practice in an awful point of view ; and 
not be very censorious on us, for laying aside 
a ceremony, which, we think we have good 
reaaon to believe, is not an essential part of 
Christianity; and of which their own practice 
abundantly convinces us, that the abuse 
creatly exceeds the use. 

We are, however, sensible, that the abuse of 
any thing, in itself good and necessary, is not 
a sufficient reason for its disuse ; nor d~ we 
reat our arguments upon it. It is now left to 
the serious considemtion of the reader, whe
ther Water Baptism. can be considered as aa 
easential of Christianity, or, wllether it may 
not be regai'(W at one of those "divers wash .. 
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ings," which were imposed for a· time only.; 
and which were gradually to vanish away and 
cease: "Christ being come, a High Priest of 
good things to come,-by his own blood · en
tered once into the holy place, having obtained 
eternal redemption tor us;"* thus " blotting 
out tbe hand writing of ordinances that was 
against us, which was contrary to us, He took 
it out of the way, nailing .it to his cross."+ · 

After what has been said on the subject of 
religious ceremonies in gener~l, and on · Bap
tism in particular, it ~ay not be necessary to 
add much on what is called the Lord's Supper. 
"\Vc admit that a ceremony, under this name, 
was in use in the primitive church; and most 
probably arose from tbe circumstances which 
occurred when o11r blessed Lord ate the last 
}Jassover with his di&ciples; but we do not 
think that, thence, au obligation arises upon 
Christians in general, to retain this ceremony. 
It was, like Baptism, derived from a Jewish 
custom; and when this dispensation was 
about to be superseded by tbat of the Gospel, 
it appears, as has already been observed~ that 
tlJis change was gradual, and tbe former di•
penllation \Vas not wholly laid aside at once. 

• Heb, ix. 11, It. t Co~ il. 14. 
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Admitting therefore, as we do, all the; circum
stances related on this subject ; we cannot 
conceive, that .a recommendation by Christ, 
to his most intimate friends and immediat~ 
followers, that in future, when they kept the 
passover, they should have their dear Lord 
and Master particularly in remembrance, doea 
constitute an obligation upon all those, who 
should hereafter believe on his name. To 
desire them to eat that bread and drink that 
cup in remembrance of Him, with this addi
tion, "as oft as ye drink it,"• is, we believe, 
a very insufficient founDatioa for the super
structure which has been raised upon it. 

It has already been remarked, that the wash
ing of one another's feet wa&. strongly recom
mended by our blessed Lord; aod might, with 
at least equal propriety, be now enjoined as a 
religious obligation on Christians. It may be 
remembered, that onr Lord, having washed 
the feet of his disciples, afterwards addressed 
them in this manner: "Know ye what I have 
done w1to you? Y e call me Master and Lord, 
and so I am. Ji I, then, your Lord and M~
ter, have washed your feet, yc also ought to 
wuh one another's feot; for I have. given you 

• J Cor. m. SS. 
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an example, that ye should do as I have done 
to you."• Can any thing so clear. or so posi
tive, 'be produced in favour. of the LQEd's 
Supper, or even of Water Baptism? Never
theless, we do not hear of this practice, thus 
plainly enjoined, being recommended at .this 
day, at least by Protestants, as a Christian 
duty. And why? Because it is considered, as 
we consider the others, of a local or temporary 

' nature. If a church, or a congregation of 
Christians, can, in one case, dispense with the 
use of a religious ceremony, it certainly baa 
the same right to do so in ano,her, 

The washing of the feet was a mark of hu
mility, as the supper was of love; ,and where 
the thing signified is felt and acted upon, the 
emblem may, in our apprehension, be either 
used or disused, as Christians may consider 
most conducive to the real advantage of the 
church. We believe, however, that retaining 
these ceremonies has, in general, a ten<lenc,r 
to settle the minds of the professors of Christi
anity in unnecessary forms ; and to prevent 
their aspiring sufficiently after the practice of 
real and vital Christianity. The importance 
attached t~ this ceremony, we conceive,juati .. 

1t Jolm xlll. li-15, 
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fies our apprehensions in this respect; and the 
abuse which frequently attends its admini•tra· 
tioo, must, we think, in this case, as in that of 
Baptism, greatly exceed its use. We doubt 
not the sincerity and piety, with which tbis 
ceremony is frequently administered· and re• 
ceived ; yet we believe, that the true Lord's 
Supper requires no such elementary mediums 
as bread and wine for its participation ; but 
that it is the same, and the qunliticJltion to re
ceive it tbe same, as is pointed out by this 
language to one of the churches: "Behold! I 
itand at the door, and knocks if any man hear 
my voice, and open the door, I will come in to 
him, and will sup wiU1 him, and he with me."• 
The cxp&ience of this inward communion, 
this spiritual participation of the Lord's Sop· 
per, is that which we desire t-o promote among 
tbe professors of Christianity·; believing with 
tbe Apostle, that "the kingdom of God is not 
meat and drink; but righteousness, and peace, 
and joy in the Holy Ghost: for be that in 

- these things servetb Christ, is acceptable to 
God, atad approved of men."+ 

Oor dissent from the generality of Chris
tiaaa, on the &ubjer.te of Water Baptism and 

• Rev. iii. 20. t Rom. xlv. 17, 18. 
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the Supper, and our disuse of these and other 
ceremonies, have, however, brought upon tU 

much censure frqm some of our fellow Chris
tians; who have even denied u.s.a right to that 
name, conceiving that we could not be sincere 
believers in Christ. But our disuse of theae 
ceremonies, is so far from proceeding from 
any inferior views of Christianity, that it arises 
from our very high opinion of it : on which 
~round we cannot reconcile these external 
rites to the great objects, and particularly to 
the spirituality, of the Gospel Dispensation. 
We believe in Christ Jesus, the Saviour of 
men; we believe that He "washed us from 
our sins in his own bloocl ;"• that He is "our 
passover, who is sacrificed for us;"+ and that 
He bas "abolished in his fiesb, the enmity, 
nen the law of commandments, contained 'in 
ordinances :-for through Him . we have ac
cess, by one Spirit, unto the Father."~ 

• 1\n. i. 6. t 1 Cor. Y. T • :j: Epllea. iL 15, II, 
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CHAPTER VII. 

en ttJe 8eltgtoue 8tJemante of Ba~t 
antt trt•n. 

._...,u,.,._ -· elilifutl for tllt:ir __,.,_. __ 

n.. olla.,._.ce of thm di14pprowd iy the A.poatle PIIIIL
Jltwe iJVuriaua tlum llen9iciAl to relipm-erpecially FutitHJlr. 
-Setting ttpllrl Dne day in tile Mlttk approDtd.-0.. Pt~blic 

l'•lf•, ~c.-Conclllliott.from Rom. x!Y, 5, ~c. 

OUR disuse of the religious observance of 
Daya and Times, is generall.f known, and we 
truat that, both on this and the preceding 
aubject, we may claim that exemption from 
censure, which the apostle rranted to the 
church at Colosse : '' Let no man judge you 
ia meat or in drink, or in respect of an holy 
day, or of the new moon, or of the Sabbath 
days, which are a shadow of things to come ; 
but the body is of Cbrist."• 

By the law of Moses, many days and time• 
were set. apart, for tbe commemoration of 
-.arious extmordinary circumstances, and for 

• CoL li. -16; Ac. 
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other considerations connected with that dis
pensation. Some of these were, for a time, 
observetl by the primitive Christians, espe· 
cially by the Jewish converts, whose attach
ment to their law, as is already remarked, not 
only iradoced them to retain many of its 
ceremonies, but also to endeavour to impose 
them on the Gentile Christians. This the 
apostle Paul was particul11rly concerned to 
break through, and to assert the freedom of 
the Gospel dispensation, from the obliglltion 
of these legal observances ; and, though he 
wished the believen not to judge one another, 
either for observing, or not observing days 
and times; yet he could not but consider it an 

· unfavourable symptom in the Galatians, that 
they should, after having laid them aside, 
return to the observance of them : "How turn 
ye again to the weak and beggarly elements, 
whereunto ye desire again to be in bondage ? 
Y e observe days, and months, and times, and 
years: I am afraid of you, lest I have bestowed 
upon you labour in vain."• 

Unless those·who are in this practice, cu 
prove some command or injunction for it in 

• Gal. iY. 9, 10, II. 
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the New Testament, of which I know not any~ 
I conceive but little more need be said on this 
subject. I.f any tt.irik the observance tends to 
promote piety and virtue, we would not judge 
those who are inclined to make this use of it ; 
but I apprehend it is· a fact of too much public 
notoriety not to be acknowledged, that obser
nnces of this kind, particularly the festivals, 
are ira general so conducted as to promote 
dissipation and . intemperance, much more 
.than-piety and virtue; and, therefore, in every 
point of view, we think we are well warranted 
in laying such observances aside. 

We however consider the setting apart of 
one day in seven for cessation from busineu, 
and for religious services, no more than a 
reuonable duty : ·and ·we encourage the 
observance of it among our members. It hu 
been our practice from the commencement of 
our religious- society ; and, altbot1gh we do 
not consider- the First, or apy day of the 
week, as possessing a superior degree o~ boli
neas; yet we believe considerable advanta~ea 
to religion and virtue arise, not only from a 
proper dedication and employment of it, but 
enn from the imperfect observance, with 
_1rhich it is on the whole regarded. 
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We are also sensible, that the duties of 
humiliation and thanksgiving are frequently 
incumbent upon us; yet, from'the conviction 
that the qualification to perform these duties, 
should proceed from ·a higher source than 
man, we do not consider it right to unite with 
those who set apart particular ti~es, and 
adopt s~t forms, for these purposes. Besides 
this ge~eral reason, the occasion is often such 

• as we can, by no means,. join with. . When 
war, or the successes or d.efeats attendant upon 
it, are the occasion of public thanksgiving or 
humiliation, dbr sentiments on the incon
sistency of war with the,spirit of Christianity, 
prevent our uniting in prayer or praises for 
victories, which involve the destruction of our 
fellow-creatures : and by w hicb, there is too 
much reason to fear, many souls are sent 
unprepared into an awful eternity. 'By join
ing on these occasions, . we conceive 'that we 
should act inconsistently with. tliat peaceable 
spirit, which out: ble~ed Lord has so strongly 
inculcated, and which will be more particu
larly treated of in the follo-wing chapter. 

After giving these reasons for our dissent 
on this subject, I shall conclude with the 
words of the apostle Paul: " One man es- -

G 



..-· 

JM OK DAYS AND TJMEfl. 

teemeth one day above another ; another 
esteemetb every day alike. Let every man 
be fully persuaded in his own mind. He that 
regardeth the day, regardeth it to the Lord; 
and be that regardeth ~ot the day, to the 
Lord he doth not regard it." • "Let us not 
therefore judge oae aoGther uy more: but 
judge this .rather, that no maa }Mlt a ltOIDbliog
block, or· an occasion to -fall, in his brother's 
way." t 

• Rom. xiv, 5, a. t Rom.xiY. Ill. 



CHAPTER VIII • 

.. •• .., ..... ala~ •. 

QlMJI4tiont fr- Matt. v.-OIItM WM«:Ut~~ry.~4rtwm.U 
_i•faiHnlr of them anaeered.-.4rpmmls in ftJVDUr of War 
anftM'ed.-The Christian Rellfitm the only remedy for thit eva. 

" YE have heard thit it hath been said by 
them of old· time, Thou shalt ·not forswear 
thyself; but shalt perform unto the Lord thine 
oaths :-but I say unto you, Swear r.iot at all ; 
neither by heaven, few it is God's throne ; mor 
by tbe earlb, for it is his footstool :-But let 
youroommuniee.tiOD be yea, yea; nay, oay s for 
whatsoe.-er is more tlaan these cometh of evil." 

" Y e have beard that it bath been said, An 
eye for an eye, aod a tooth for a tooth : ~t I 
say unto you, that ye resist not evil.-Y e have 
heard that it bath been said, Thou shalt love 
thy nejghbour, and bate thine eoemy : but I 
say unto you, Love yout: enemiee ; bless them 
lbat curse you.; do good to them tbat hate 
you ; and pray for them which despitefully uae 

G2 
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you and persecute you ; that ye may be the 
children of your Father whicl!- is in heaven ; 
for He maketh· his sun to rise on the evil and 
on the good; and sendeth rain on the just and 
on the unjust." • . 

After reciting these strong and unequivocal 
injunctions of our Divine Master, I have 
paused to consider, whether I should say a word · 
more on the subject of them; their own force 
and perspicuity seeming to require no comment. 
I shall therefore make none upon th.em ;. but, 
after saying that on these, and other similar 
pas&ages in the Scriptures, we ground our 
testimony against oaths and war, shall pros:eed 
to consider the objeCtions that are made, to 
the adoption of precepts so clearlj conveyed 
,to us, and the practice of which would be 
attended with so· many benefits to mankind. 

·with res-rect to oaths, the apparent necessity 
of them is so small, and their real injury is so 
great, by profaning the Sacred Name, that, it 
is presumed, 'very few religiously minded 
people= will be disposed ·to plead in their 
favour :. and, indeed, it appears to me difficult 
to find an objection of any importance, to 
laying thein woolly aside. 

• Matt. v. 88-39, 43-45. 

'I 
I 
! 
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The principal arguments used by those who 
are disposed to plead for them, must however 
be -considered. One of these i&, that the 

, Almighty is sometimes said, in Scripture, to 
make use of an oath. To this it may be 
answered, that the Almighty could n()t swear 
as man swears, there being none greater than 
Himself to whom He could appeal ; or to 
whom He was_ amenable for the truth of his 
declaration. Besides which, we apprehend, 
that what He might do, as Sovereign Lord, 
may not be proper_for us ~o do as dependent 
creatures, whose· highest 'perfection is obe
dience to His will ; and ~his will being 
expressly revealed to us in this instance ·by 
his beloved Son, our obvious duty is to comply 
with it. 

Another argument in favour of swe"rj_ng 
before magistrates, is ad van~ed from the 
circwnstance of our ~ord's being silent before 
the High Priest, until he adjured him by the 
Living God. That the High Priest intended 
formally to administer a judicial oath to our 
Saviour, is what, I apprehend, the context 
will not support. It rather appears, that 
Caiaphas, being irritated by our Lord's silence, 
made use of this expression in the violence of 

G 3 
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his tentpar, and not ia a judicial capacity ; 
and, until thet .latter can be proved, our Lord'li 
aimple reply, " Thou hast said," • in no 
degree partakes of the naiure of an oath. 

A third a~omeot in favour of the use of 
oaths, is drawn from some expressions of the · 
apostle Paul; as, "God is my witness;"+ "I 
eharge thee before God," * &c:. These, a~d 
other. aimilar expr~iom, do not, however, 
appear to coDif.itute an oath ; nor would they 
be admitted aa au.ch in a eourt of judicature. 
ID the begillning of our society, such expres• · 
sio08 \ter;e IODleUmea oftered to magistrates 
instead of an oath, but always refused. 9 .IJe.. 
sides, if theae words of the Apolfle are. to be 
considered as oaths, they would . prove too 
much, by showing that he used them in 
private correspondence, or cowmunieat~n ;
wbich those who plead for judiciAl swearing, 
agree our Lord meant to prohibit, by the 

- c~mruands" Swear Mt·at all." 
·--

• Matt. l'Xvl. 64. i' Rom. I. 11. :t 2 Tim. iv. 1. 
~ The first aClrDllltion ~-to.ow- IIO(llety i111tead of liD 

oath. was a.4~tio~" IJl_ the_prese~ of Aimi,4lJ ~" 
But this not affordio' univel'l81 relief, the legislature after

. wards indulged us with the present form of attestatioo, in 
-wbich thete Js· no ue or the Sacred Name. 
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Some laave al110 argued in favour of judicial 
swearing, from an allusion io it in the epistle , 
to the Hebrews, chap. vi. 16. But sorely the 
inc::idental meution of a general practice among 
"men," is not a snificient argnment for the 

"\ ' 
rectitude of tb't practice : nor a proof that it 
was_ allowed by Christians, who, in comparison 
with tbe rest of mankind, were then few ill 
number. 

It may, perhaps, be stiU argued, that the 
ends ofjostice could not be answered without 
an oath. To this it may be replied, that if 
the same penalty were annexed to a false 
affirmation, as to a false oath, those whose 
consciences - are not auftciently tender to 
preserve them from giving a false affirmation, 
would find, in the penalty, as much terror 
from offending against the one, as against the 
other. · 

It has been alleged by some, that this 
prohibition of oaths relates only to commt>n 
conversation: but tbe context will by no 
means support this construction, as will appear 
from the following considerations. First, 
Profane swearing was prohibited under tbe 
taw, and it is evident that Christ was for· 

o.fr 
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bidding what tbe law had allowed. Secondly, 
Swearing is here contrasted with forswearing 
or false swearing. Now, this being contrary 
to the law, whether before a magistrate, or in 
private conversation, the command not to 
swear at all must be equally extensive. Our 
construction of the command~ of Christ, is 
further confirmed by the exhortation of his · 
disciple and apostle, J:am~s: i, Above all 
things, my brethren, swear not; neither by 
heav.en, neither by ear:th, neither by any other 

· oath: but let your yea be yea; and your nay, 
nay ; lest you fall into condemnation.'.' • 

Having said what appears to be ·sufficient on 
the subject of oaths; we come next to consider 

-the arguments used in defence of·war. Of 
these the principal one is, that it is una void· 
able and necessary. Jn reply to this we say, 
that so long as mai.kind are di~posed ·to live 
under the int\uence of their passions, and to 
sacrific~ their dearest interests to their avarice 
or their ~mbition, this plea will not be wanting. 
But let us consider what proofs have been 
given, that war is really unavoidable. Has 
any pation fairly made the cxperimei;tt, and 
failed ? . Where -is the country that has 
Jegulated _its conduct· by that justice, that 

* James T. 12. 
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liberality, .that love, that humility, and that· 
meekDess, which Christianity requires, and 

. yet has found war unavoidable ? Can we con
template the characters of the individual~ 

. who have been_ the rulers of nations, and say, 
that such have been ·the disvositions which 
~egulated. their public and. private conduct; 
and that still they have not been able to pre
serve their. country from war and bloodshed ? 
Tilllll:l this can be clearly proved, the argu
ment from necessity is of no weight. 

If, then, it cannot be shown that men, living 
and acting in a truly Christian spirit, have 
found war-to be necessary J'Dd unavoidable, 
the argument assumed must be considered as 
destitute of foundation. But, that I D;Jay not 
be thought to reason chimerically, I shall show 
that a people have existed, wbo, acting upon 
these Christian principles, preserved their 
country from war and bloodshed, even while 
their neighbours were frequently involved in 
them. Pennsylvania, it is generally known, 
was originally the property of one called a 
Quaker, who filled most of the offices of the 
government with persons of his own persua
sion. Had not the conduc~ of this people 
towards their neighbours, both Indians and 

G5 
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Buropeant, been recorded by men totally un
conaected with the society, my rell,tion miglat 
appear partial and interested; but hisoory, im
pat1ial 'history, baa transmitted the cond~Jct of 
this people to posterity, in such a manner, as 
renders it uoneoessary for me w say more, 
than that, so long aa they retained their as
ceodanoy in ~he &tate, wbicb was about sixty 
or seventy years, neither internal nor external 
war was permi~d to disturb tbeir peaceful 
habitatioas. • We do not say tbat occaaions of 
difference never occurred: but otber tneaus of 
Nttlin& tbelr di«"eroiJcea, than those gunerally 
retorted to, were pursuod ; and, if not foun 
liUCCCJIIful, submission was wisely preferred 
to the precarious aod violent deciflion of tbe 
sword. 

• In corroboration or these clrcuiustances, the following 
CJilolafloa Is r;l.en from tbe tra.llllatloa ef a Latin Poem, eoti

-d "I)~ Pe••JinuJi•," and wlittea ia lift, by 
TbeQIIIII Makin, after forty yean' residence J.n PenDSyiW'aoia: 

" pn jU&t and fairest terms the land is gained, 
No force of arms has any ri~t obtained. 
"l'is here, witbent the use of -srms, alone, 
Tile -bleat illbabltallt elljo:JB hi& own. 
Here .... J, to tt.lr willa, In .peace ujuy 
Their lla,ppY.Iofl, and ~alhlng doth .a~Y.. 
Bot ad New Eo(laod's di1rereot conduct libows, 
What dire, effect from injured Indians fio11'1l. 

See Proud's History of Pennsylnnia, page 211-Note. 
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Great pains are taken to make a distinction 
between offensive and defensive war ; and, 
whilst the former is generally reprobated, the 
latter meets with many advocate&. It must, I 
suppose, be admitted, thllt in almost every war 
both parties profess to act on the principle of 
defence ; and •here is the critetion which ac
curately determines the difference l But, sup:. 
posing an extreme case, and that without any 
provocation, one man, or one nation, is attack
ed by another, is there no dependence to be 
placed on a superintending Providence? ·and 
have religion and virtue no resources, but in 
the arm of flesh l Were our minds brought 
into a: true Christian state, the protection of 
Divine Providence would be humbly and 
safely re)ied upon; so far, at least, as to pre
vent us from seeking redress, by means de
structive of the lives of our fellow-creatures. 

Such is the natural state of mankind, that 
"offences must needs come;" but it ought to 
be remembered, "that wo is to him by whom 
the ofFence cometh." Were those dispositions 
recommended by our blessed Lord, cherished 
by that which considers itself the offended 
party, it would soon .appear, that war is not 

G6 
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so necessary and unavoidable, as is by many 
imagined. 

If sound policy were adopted, it would unite 
with true Christianity, in eradicating this dis
tressing evil. Can any thing in this world 
·compensate for the desolation and misery,· 
which wnr occasions· in the earth? To the loss 
of life and property, with . alniost all worldly 
COJUforts, let us add ·the still more .jmportan t 
loss, which religion and virtqe sustain fr~ni a 
'state of war,. and from the military life:io ge
neral: will it not then be difficult to conceive, 
J10w men, who really have, .what they think, 
the good of their country at heart, and ·who 
also consider themselves entitled to the deno
mination of Christians, can promote a practice 
which is productive of so many evils, both 
natural and moral? In contemplating this-dis
tressing subject, we find it necessary to have 
recourseto ~ Christian charity, which it is 
our duty to extend to those, who differ from 
v~ in principlf: and practice. • I wish, bow
ever, for Qlyself and my fellow professors, that 

* .Our excellent apologist, R. Barclay, manifests the libe
rality o~ his miod on this subject, when, after arguing, · with 
his usual abiHty, in favour of our principle against war, he 

admits that the practice of non-resistance is the most pe!'fect 

"'9""edb,Google 
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we· may faithfully maintain our principles on 
this subject: being at the same time careful to 
support the doctrine of peace, in the spirit of 
peace : then we may be made i_nstrnmental in 
promoting the increase of the government of 
the Son of God, whose introduction into this 
world was announced by an angel, accompa
nied with "a multitude of the hel!nnly host; 
praising_ God, and saying: Glory to God in 
the highest, and on earth· PelJce, Good-will 
towards men." 

'fbere are a few arguments brought forward 
in favour of war, from some pa!isages in the 
New Testament, which it will be proper to 
consider. Of these, the principal one is, the 
expression of our Lord to his disCiples: "He 
that hath no sword, let him. sell his garment 

' and buy one."+ This passag~ is generally 
considered to be of doubtful signification; and 
some who do not agree with us in our senti

·ments on war, consider this expression of our 
Lord as allegorical.+ When the disciples re-

part of tbe Christian religion, and makes collliderable allow
ances for thOR · wbo differ from us on lhls occaalon.-See 
Prop. xv. c:lOie of Sect. lb. 

• Lukeii. IS, 14. t See Luke x1ii. 86. 
; See Dr. -Edwards on tbe Style, &c. of the Scriptura, 

par;e 121i. 
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plied, "Here are two swords," He gave this 
short answer:" Ris enough."• This l!eems to 
imply that they did not understand his mean
ing; for if He had intended the external sword. 
·how could two be'sufficient for the number of 
the disciples, ·and at a time. when they were 
about to be attacked by a multitude, that came 
out, as against a thief, with swords and staves? 
But what seems clearly to show, that our Savi
our did not intend to recommend the use of 
the sword in a literal sense, is the circumstance 
which occurred very soon after He had used 
the expression under considerati~n : for we 
find, that when Peter, on. the very same day, 
made use of a sword in defence of his Master, 
be was reproved by Him in this tnlinner : 
"Put up again thy sword into his place; for 
all they that take the sword, shall perish with 
the sword."+ It may also be added, that it 
was on the same, or the succeeding day, that 
our Lord said to Pilate: "My kingdom is not 
oftbis world. If my kingdom were of this 
world, then would my servants fight, ·that I 
should not be delivered to the Jews."t Now, 
when these important and concurring circum
stances are considered, can it be supposed, that 

• Luke ull. 88. t Matt. xni. 52. t JohD :niii. 86. , 
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our Lord intended to recommend to his disci:
plee the use of the IIWOrd, either in defence of 
Him or themselves, ot on ;_my other occasion l 

Another circumstance brought forward as . 
an a,gument in favour of war, is tbe conver-· 

· sion 'or Cornelius, a centurion in the Roman 
army, and no account given of his having re
linquished a military life.• As we have not 

any fnrther account of this pious centurion, 
than that of his conversion, _and ·the circum- • 
stances • attending it, no argument ·of any 
weight can be drawn from this relation. Some 
ancient writers inform us, that the primitive 
Christians did not fight; and we may there
fore reasonably snppose, that if the centnrion 
continued firm in his attachment to the Chris
tian religion, he ·abandon~d his military life.· 
At any rate, the silence of the sacred b_istorian 
cannot, with propriefy, be bmught forward 
as an argument in support of war; or as show
ing it to be consistent with the Christian 
Dispensation. 

It is further argued, that the expression of 
the apostle Paul, who says respecting the ma-

• Acts x. The remarks on this Cllie apply to that of tkc 
centurion mentioned Matt. viii. 6. 
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gistrate, "He beareth not the sword in vain,"• 
is an implied acknowledgm~nt of the pro
priety of using the sword in a. military man
ner. 'fhis argument, I conceive, arises from 
a misapplication of the passage. . The sword 
here allud~d to, we have reason to suppo&e, 
was only an emblem of civil power. We are 
informed, that one of the chief magistrates in 
Rome · (and it is to the Romans the Apos.tle 
used this expression) had a sword bung up in 
his court, as an emblem of his power ;t and 
we know that in this country, esp~cially in 
corporate towns, the chief magistrates have a 
sword borne ·before them on particular occa
sions, as an emblem of office. But if the sword 
was even used in the punishment of offenders, 
it would be no fair argument in, favour of using 

_ it for the psrposes of war, and . those devasta
tions attendant on this lamentable evil. 

These, and such as these, are the arguments 
advanced by ·many, in support of an · evil, 
which, in its consequences, shocks humanity, 
destroys mor~lity, weakens the influence of 
religion, and entails on mankind miseries in-

. calculable and indescribable. Was the inge-

• Rom. xlli. 4. t Godwin's Roman Antiquities, p. 164. 
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uuity of man as much exercised to put an end 
to this calami!y, as his ambition is to support 
it, we should soon find the benefits resulting 
fro~ this disposition. But it is religion, it is 
the Christian religion, which alone provides 
an adequate remedy for this Itlalignant disor
der; and when mankind are willing to receive 
it, in the purity, the love, the. meekness, and 
the humility, which its Divine Author incul
cated, this, with other similar_ predictions re
specting Him, will be fulfilled: " He shall 
judge among the nations, and work convic
tion * among many peoples; and they shall 
beat their_swords int~ plough-shares, and their 
spears into pruning-hooks : nation shall not 
lift . up sword against nation; neither' shall 
they learn war any more."+ 

" See Lowtb's Translation .of hai&h. t Isaiah ii. 4. 



CHAPTER IX. 

Genoral remarkl on t.Ttem.-Rulu rupectinK tltem.-0.. 

DllncffiK and Jllude.-Nec...UJ of properly replatirl& amUie

••t.far youtl.-Pro1ri"J oj-uu., tef11Plalion. 

THE little benefit, and great injury, which 
attend moat of those enjoyments, that go under 
the name. of amusements, have- induced Ull to 
bring them into less compass, than the gerie
ral~ty of Christians do: not that we are averSe 
to such relaxations from bodily or mental ex· 
ercise, as become rational beings, an~ true 
Christians : but the repugnancy of a great part 
of those pleasures to religion nnd virtue~ and 
the avidity with which they are pursued, are 
causes of sorrow to those, who have at heart 
the real interests, temporal and spiritual, of 
their· fellow-creatures. 

-
There are three rules relating to amusements, 

by which our conduct should be regulated. 
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1.-To avoid all ihose which tend needlessly 
to oppreu !lnd injure any part of the animal 
creation. Of thia class are cock-fighting and 
horse-l'acing : also bunting, &c. when engaged 
in for divenion and pleasure. 

2.-To abstain from such aa are connected 
with a spirit of hazardous enterprize; by which 
tbe property and temporal happiness of indi· 
viduals and famili_es, are often made to depend 
on the most precarious circu'mstances; and 
the gain of one frequently entails misery on 
many. Of this class are all games in which 
property is staked. 

3.-To avoid such as expose us to unneces
sary temptations, with respect to our virtue; 
or which dissipate the mind, 80 as to render a 
return to civil and religious duties ungr~teful. 
Of this kind, stage entertainments are pecu· 
liarly to be avoided, with various other places 
of public amusement, which have a tendency 
to corrupt the heart, or to alienate it from the 
love and fear of God. 

Tbe amusements of dancing and music, we 
think, also come within this class. It may be 

· alleged that these might be practised in such 
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a manner, as not to accord with the description 
giv-en. Our Society, however, thinks it right 
to abstain from those amusements ; both be
cause of their frequent connexion with places 
and circumstances, which are highly objec
tionable; and because we conceive they' can 
scarcely be entered into, without an improper 
employment of that time, which we are required 
JJot ~o waste, but to pass in fear, and to redeem. 

Were our minds rightly regulated, and our 
affections set on things above, very little, w hie h. 
is called amusement, would be thought neces
sary for those who are arrived at mature age. 
With respect to young people, it peculiarly 
behooves those who have the care of them, to 
see that such amusements. only be adopted, as 
may not prove injurious to their religion or 
virtue; but which may tend to promote their 
possessing a sound mind in a sound body. 
Were amusements thus restrained and regula
ted, great would be the benefit ~\rising from such 
restrictions; but when we see bow ardently 
many, not only of the yoptb, but ~ven of those 
wbo,are considerably advaau:ed in years, rush 
into dissipating and corrupting pl~ures, it is 
not to be wondered at, that vice and 'irreligion 
should prevail to an alarmwg <\egree. 

-I 
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We ought ever to retain a sense of oul" own 
weakness, and of our aptitude to fall into 
temptations when they are presented to us. 
Were we properly concerned for our own 
most important interest, that of our immort.al 
souls, this sense woold lead us to avoid, and 
not to run into, temptation. How much those 
amusements are either evils themselves, or 
temptations to evil, it cannot be necessary to 
point out at large to those who exercise serious 
reflection. How necessary is it, therefore, to 
attend to the apostolic exhortation: ''See then 
that ye walk circumspectly, not as fools, but•
as wise, redeeming the time, because the days 
arc evil !"* 

* Ephes. v. 15, 16. 



CHAPTER X. 

0... Jfl'ltteipk for Fepllftll¥ tlre61.-fkrlptll'l'l ,_qu in 

wn«fq{U.-.b oijei:Jitna -ed.-N-v"ormily to t.h 
-111 to 6e accompcmied cUb tle trtllllfin'malior& of the mind.
Ovr puvliarltiu of addru1 IUppOFtetl '6y reum, '6y propriety, 

imtl 1Jy reli8iora.-On not tnkin8 off the hat.-CJUIOIII too mucA 

atlmftt«l in tile ~ of Cllrlfticm•. 

ON the first of these subjects, our principle 
is, to let decency, utility, and simplicity, be 
our chief guides ; and not to conform to the 
changeable fashions of a vain and fluctuating 
world ; though we may occasionally ad~pt 
alterations, which are convenient or usefui. 

' This is a· principle, the propriety of w hicb, I 
apprehend, no one will deny ; and it is easy 
to suppose, that such a rule must make those 
:who adopt it, generally singular in their ap
pearance. It' istoot, however, for the sake 
of singularity, that we appear different from 
othen; yet we have reason to believe, that 
even this singularity is not without its use. It 

.. 
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is, in some .respects, like a hedge about ua ; -
wh~cll, though it doesaot make the ground it 
encloses ricll and fruitful, yet freqoently.pre
vents those intrusions, by which tlie labour of 
the husba.odman is injured or destroyed. 

The conduct which we have adopted in this 
respect, ia S\lppo_rted by many passages in 
holy writ. "Be not confcmned to this world; 
but be ye traosformed by the renewing of 
your mind,"• was the advice of the ~postle to 
the Christians, who dwelt at the seat of Roman 
grandeur and luxury; and at a time, wlten 
this crnndeur and luxury had perhaps attain
ed to their greateat height. As the female aex 
has generally been accounted most .pt:one to 
exces11_es of this kind;, the apostles, in writing 
on this subject, b·aye more. par.&icularly ad
dressed tbe.ir ad vices to theul: thus Paul saya: 
"I will that wo.men .adorn themselves with 
medest apparel ; with &llamefacedness and 
sobriety; not with broidered hair, or gold, or 
pearls, or costly array, bat, whicJa becometh 
.woaaen preiessi.Pg godliness, witll good 
worka."• The foBowiug is.xtracted f;om 
the ~apostle PcteJ's advice to ebristian :wiRs: 
" Whose adG!llliDg let ·.it aot be tlud outward 

• Rom. xi!.!. t l Tim. il. 9, 10, 

• • 
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' ' 
·adorning of plaiting the hair, or of wearing of 
gold, or of putting on of apparel; but Jet it 
be the hidden man of the beart, in that which_ 
is not corruptible; even the ornament of a 

· meek and,quiet spirit, which is in the sight of 
God of great price."• 

It has beeO: objected to us that we connect 
religion too much with dress. This, I con
ceive, arises from a misapprehension of our 
principles. We consider simplicity of ap
parel, and a nonconformity to vain fashions, 
as a moral virtue, in the same manner, though · 
not to the same degree, as we do temperance 
and sobriety. In these it is possible a mafl 
may be very exemplary,_ and yet be a stranger 
to true religion : but, because this man want~ 
that which should be the moving spring of all 
our good actious, and, perhaps, in some other 
parts of conduet, is even deficient in morality, 

' no one, surely, would recommend such a man 
to lay' aside th.at part of moral 'eon~uct, which 
he is already· in the practice of. Thus it is 
with• our· apparel. We need not lay aside 
what is righ* ilne part of our practice, be
C!lUse we ue t th~ught right, or do not 
think ourselves so, in every thing. A man's 

• 1 Peter iii. !, 4 

• • 
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pretension to religion or virtue, should·not be 
estimated from the plainness of his dress and 
out~ard appearance, any more than from his 
possessing some other moral virtues, into which 
true religion would, no doubt, lead·him. 

It is, however, highly important to. us, to 
maintain something more than the form of 
godliness; and, whilst we avoid a conformity 
to this world, to be careful to seek after that 
Divine Power, which will enable us to comply 
with the other part of the exhortation: "Be 
ye transformed by the renewing of your mind; 
-that ye may prove what is that good, and ac
ceptable, and perfect will of God."• Thus, 
having our minds and conduct rightly regu
lated, we shall fulfil another important apos
tolic injunction: "Let not then your good be 
evil spoken of."t 

In our address also, there are some pecn!i
arlties, which it will be proper to explain; as, 
om using the singular number in speaking to 
a single person; our disuse of the appellations 
of master, mistress, &c. in .omplimeatwy 
manner, to those who do JWt stand in these 

• Rolb. :Iii. 2, t Rom. xlv. 16. 

H 

• • 
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relations to us ; ami our calling the months and 
days of the week by their numerical names, 
instead of tl~osc- which are derived from the 
heathen deities, &c. From these, and other 
t!rroneous and corrupt practices, the Spirit of 
Truth, in which we profess to believe, as 
guiding into all truth, led ·our predecessors 
in religious profession; and, we believe, still 
leads us, as we faithfully follow it. Our co~
duct in these res11ects is so well supported by 
the practices mentioned in holy writ, as 
well as by the simplicity and reasonableness 
of it, that I apprehend no one will deny its 
pwpriety, even if they will not allow it to l>a 
uecessar y. 

The origin of applying the plural number 
to an individual, ancl of giving complimen
tary titles to one another, will, I suppose, be 
acknowledged, by those who have traced 
these things to their source, to bavc been 
vanity or pride. Besides this consideration, 
our practice of using the singular- number to 
a sirigle person; and of calling one another by 
the proper na. is both more correct and 
mure perspicuous. This is also the case with 
respect to our names of days and months. 
N everthcless, it is not by reason and propriety 

• • 
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alone, that our conduct in these things may be 
supported ; .nor are these the grounds of our 
peculiar practice. Religion, if an attention 
to the examples and precepts recorded in the 
Holy Scriptures, has a claim to the name of 
religion, alse justifies our conduct. It was, 
no doubt, in allusion to the complimentary, 
~nd not to the proper use, of tbe appellations 
of Rabbi, Father, and Master, that our Lord 
prohibited the practice among his followers. 
Speaking of the disposition of the Scribes and 
Pharisees, he says: ''They love the upper
most rooms at feasts, and the chief seats in the 
synagogues, and greetings in the markets, and 
to be called of men, Rabbi, Rabbi."• Then, 
addressing himself to the multitude and to his 
disciples, he allds: "But be not ye called 
Rabbi : for one is your master, even Christ ; 
and all ye are brethren. And call no man 
yonr fath~r upon earth; for one is your Father, 

, which is in heaven. Neither be ye called 
masters; for one is your Master, even Christ."+ 
'lhe following expressions of Elihu, a pious 
young man mentioned in the _book of Job, 
are also applicable to our tresent purpose : 
"Let me net, I pray you, accept any man's 
person ; neither let me give flattering titles 

• Matt. xiiii. Cl, 7, t Matt. xllill. 8, 9, I 0. 
H2 . 
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'Unto man; for I know not to give flattering 
titles: in so doing, my Maker woulll soon 
take me away."* 

With respect to. the use of the singular num
ber to a single person, it is the uniform prac
tice in the Holy Scriptures; and indeed in 
all other writings,. to a p~riod ·of time long 
posterior to that in-which the last part of the 
Scriptures was wri~ten. It is not, . therefore, 
to be expected, that any allusion to a contrary 
practice should be mentiQncd in them. We 
think, however, that we may consider our 
conduct, in this respect, .consistent with that 
''form of sound· words,1't recommended by 
Paul to Timothy. 

The giving of the names of heathen deities 
&c. to days and months, is not only incon
sistent with "the form of sound words" just 
mentioned; but also contrary to the spirit of 
the injunction given to the Israelites, as a pre
servative from contaminating themselves with 
idolatry: "In all things that 1 have said unto 
you, be circumap_ect: and make . no mention 
cf the name of other gods; neitbir let it be 

• Job xxxii. 21, 22. • 2 Tim. I. 13. 

o,,,t,,ed by Coogle .. 
' 



OR DBBIS AND ADDRESS. )lj) 

fleard out of thy mouth."• • It may also be 
l'emembered, that when tbe reformation.ofthe 
Jews was foretold by the prophets, these 
amongst other things, were st.ated as a part : 
" I 'wilt take the name of Baalim out of her 
~outh.;"t "I will turn to the people a pure 

·language ;"t and "I wili cut off the names of 
the ido~s out of the _land, and they shall no 
more be remembered.··~ 

There is another peculiarity in our conduct, 
on which it may be proper to say a few words. 
Our refusul to take off the hat, as a mark of 
respect to man, is generally known. The rea· 
son for this is, that it is a token of reverence 
enjoined and used, in our solemn approaches 
to the Supreme Being, when exercising the 
religious duties of preaching and prayer. On 
this account, and not from any ·disrespect to 

• Exodu :n!U. lS. 
• see also Deut. -.:ii. s. 

t Hosea II. 17. 
J othua ulll. 7. Pa. nl. 4 • 

t Zephaniah Iii. 9. 
~ Zechariah xiil. 2. The followinr; linea are not lnappli· 

• cable to th!J subject :-
"The Par;an par;e bow far more wise tbaD ounsl 
They with the r;ods they wonbip'd r;raced their sour;: 
Our soup we r;race wltb r;ods we diabelleve 1 
Retain tbe manners, but reject the creed." 

HAn.la Moa&. 
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our superiors, we think it right not to con
found this solemn act of reverence to the 
Almighty, with the marks of respect to our 
fellow creatufes. True civility and due res
pect may be better shown by conduct, than 
by compliment: and we are far from desiring _ 
to dismiss those social duties from our atten
tion and regard. 

Many are apt to plead general custom as a 
sanction to practices, which, were they im
partially examined, would be acknowledged 
to be erroneous and improper: and it is to be 
regretted, that the professors of Christianity 
should retain so much that is inconsistent with 
its purity and simplicity. If these things 
cannot be styled "the weightier matters of 
the law,"* and we allow they cannot, yet, we· 
believe, they may be considered as the ex
ternals of religion, and as things which we 
"ought not to le~ve undone.'' 

• Matt." xxiii.518.-

• 
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Peaceableness of our principles a security to Govemment.-· 
Duti<J of sulljtclB.-Su.lfering peaceably mllmitted to, t<>hen 

actiwe complUI!Iee eii!Uiot be con&cfentiowly re.dered.-Cml 
and religiow li1Jerly vaU.ed, /JAil loti! but difendetl. 

THE peaceableness of our principles, when 
applied even to enemies, affords a strong secu
rity to any government under which we live, 
that we cannot unite in any practices, with a 
view either to injure or subvert it. The con~ 
sideration of this circumstance, attended with 
a correspondent conduct, bas_ probably been 
the means of obtaining indulgences for some of 
our principles, which are contrary to general 
laws. Several of these principles, are such as 
generally to exclude us from becoming a con
stituent part of government: what we have, 

• therefore, to consider, are the du~ies of subjects. 

These duties are clearly defined in the New 
Testament ; and under circumstances which 

u4 
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render this definition peculiarly strong. When 
they were enjoined, the primitive Christians 
were frequently under persecution; the govern
ment, at that time, was of a kind which is ge
nerally considered the worst, and in the hands 
of the worst of men ; nevertheless, we see no 
encouragement given to any thing like sedition 
or resistance. On the contrary, the believers 
in Christ were taught to "be subject unto the 
higher powers,"• "to obey magistrates,"+ and 
to " submit to every ordinance of man for the 
Lord's sake.-As free, and not using liberty for 
a cloak of maliciousness, but as the servants of 
God."+ These are the principles on which our 
Society, as a body, have uniformly acted; as 
may be seen by the ad vices given on this sub
ject, in a Book of Extracts from advices of the 
Yearly Meeting, printed in London, in the year 
1802. From page 19 of this book, the follow
ing advice is taken: "We trust we are called 
to shQ'" forth to the world, in life and practice, 
thnt the hlPssed reil!D of the Messiah. the_ Prince 
of Peace, is begun; and we doubt not but it 
will proceed, till it attain its completion in the 
earth: when, according to the prophecies of 
Isaiah and Micah, ' nation shall not lift up 

• Rom. xili. I. t Titus iii. I. t I Pet. ii. Ill, I6. 

• 
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sword against nation ; neither shall they learn 
war any more.' Influenced by these principles, 
we cannot consistently join with such, as form 
combinations of a _hostile nature against any ; 
much less in opposition to those placed in 
sovereign or subordinate authority : nor can 
we unite with, or encourage, such as revile and 
asperse them ; for it is written : ' Thou shalt 
not speak e~il of the ruler of thy people.'"
Yearly Meeting'• Printed Epidle. 1775. 

. But whilst we think it right to put in prac· 
tice the ad vices given to the primitive Chris
tians on this subject, we are, as they were, under 
circumstances, which sometimes prevent us 
from actively complying with what the laws 
of \he country require. Nevertheless, we 
submit to the law, by suifering the peace~ble 
execution of it, in cases in which we canoot 
actively comply. There are duties which we 
owe to our consciences and to God, with which 
human power canno' dispense, and of which 
it is not a competent judge. The government 
of conscience is God's prerogative; and when 
it is neither used as a cloak of maliciousness, 
nor abused to the disturbance of the public 
peace, it ought to be fully free. Our Society 
in this country, though under ,ame circum-

u5 
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stances which bear ·iatber bard upon it, bas 
abundant cause for gratitude to the govern
ment, for the favou.ra we enjoy ; and it is to be 
bop~d, that we shall alwaya .conduct ourselves 
so as to merit the continuance, and even the 
extension oftbem t "being obliged, not only 
to demean ourselves as a grateful people, but, 
as a Christian society,to live peaceably and in
offensively, under the pre~ent government; as 

we have always done, under the various revolu
tions of government, ever since we were a peo
ple."- Yearly Meeting's Written Epist. 1692. 

But, notwithstanding our peaceable and sub· 
missive principles, in relation to those who are 
placed in authority over us, we arc far from 
being inseusible ofthe value of civilllnd reli
gious liberty. When these are violated, we 
thiuk it right to represent our grievances to 
those who oppress us, or who have it in their 
power to afford relief. If this be done in a 
Christian spirit, and in a. language respectfully 
strong, it would be found, in general, a much 
more successful, and alway~J a more proper 
means of obtaining redress, than any seditious 
and {urbulent. prooeedings, or those bloody 
appeals to the sword, to -which mankind are 
too apt to reeort, aa the r~lief of oppreesion, 
or the gratification. of revenge. · 

, 



CHAPTER XII. 

Tile neceuitg of ducipline in religiMU •ocietiu.-06jectioru 
to it anltllered.-Particular objects of our ducipline enumerated. 
-Different meetin8• in fllhich it is triUISllcted.-Jmportance of 
tdfrn1actint it in a riBht ~pirit. 

WHATEVER may be tbe inducement of 
any people to form themselves into a separate 
society, it must be on some principles which 
they assume, and on the preservation of which, 
their continuance, as a particular society, must, 
in a great measure, depend. It is also the duty 
of every society, formed upon religious princi. 
ples, to support good morals, without which its. 
pretensiodS to religion are vain. Tbese two 
considerations render discipline, in a religious 
society, J,Jecessary to its reputable existence; 
and when they are not attended. to, confusion 
and disgrace must follow. However excellent 
any of our religious principles may be, we who 
profess them are all frail and fallible. We IU'e.. 

all by nature prone to evil : and if w(, havo 

'· 
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even experienced some degree of redemption 
from the state of fallen nature,. we are still 
liable, without watchfulness, to fall, or to be 
drawn aside in principle or practice. Hence 
we find, in all religious societies, those who 
are a discredit to their profession ; and w6 
are far from considering ourselves free from 
such disreputrlble members. J)ut in order to 
remedy this evil as much lis possible, we have 
a discipline established among ua, the first 
object of which is, to labour in gospel love, 
and by private advice, for the reformation of 
those who walk disorderly; and if this cannot 
be effe~ted, and the nature of the case require 
it, to disown such persons as members of our 
society. The reasonableness ofthis discipline 
appears so evident, that it may seem un
necessary to enter into further arguments irt 
favour of its propriety and utility ; yet, as ob
'jections are advanced against our practice in 
this respeCt, it may be proper to take some 
notice of them. 

The o})jections commonly advanced against 
the exercise of discipline, are,.ftrst; that it lays 
an unnecessary restraint on private jndgment; 
secondly, that it interferes witb that attention 
to the dictates of the Spirit, to which we are 
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individually recommended ; ~nd, thirdly, that 
the disowning of members is a species of per
secution. 

The necessity of discipline, for the constitu
tion and support of any religious society, has 
already been stated, so as, in a great measure, 
to obviate the first objection. It may, how
ever, be proper to add, that in every society, 

_ civil or religious, submission to ihe regula
tions of that society is necessary, in order to 
1uevent the licentiousness and confusion, 
·which would follow, if every member acted 
upon his own ideas, without any external re
striction. If this be applicable to society in 
general, it is particularly so, with regard to 
those religious spcieties, whieh lulve separated 
from all others, on account of opinions and 
practices that appear to ibem not consistent 
with the nature of true religion, or unneces
sarily attached to it. How t~hall a society 
retain its existence. with any degree of pro
priety, if those who depart from, or disavow 
its principles, are to remain members of it l 
And how shall such a society be known to 
the world, if its members are permitted to 
profess and net differently, even on subjects 
which at first formed -the foundation of their 
union? 
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It has been said, that nothing except im
morality and the fundamentals of religion, 
should be the subject of discipline. But, if 
we could be all of one mind on tbe apRlication 
of the word immorality; we should find it very 
diffic:;ult to agree on the fundamentals of reli
gion ; and the number of persons is, perhaps, 
not small, who would resolve these fundamen
tals into a belief of a God, and of tbe immor· 
tality of the soul. We may easily consider 
what a strange medley, the liberty contended 
for would admit into one society. The Jew,· 
the Christian, the Mahomedan, and the Hea
then, with their various subdivisions, might 
all be blended together in one body; in which 
we may suppose, if any right zeal for their 
respective religious sentiments should exist, 
there would be perpetual jarring and discord. 
Much more conducive is it to the peace of re
ligious societies, that each should consistently 
maintain its own principles, nod either suffer 
tho~e who dissent from them quietly to with
draw; or, after proper labour and waiting for 
restoration, to disown them as acknowledged 
me~bers of the society. When this is done, 
as it ought to be, in a right spirit, it is ·no 
violation of true charity, nor of that liberty 

·which all hav-e, no doubt, a right to exercise 
with respect to private opinio~ 

.•. :..:.: 
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The second objection is often urged in a: 
manner, which may tend to mislead and cap· 
tiyate the unwary; but it proceeds on a sup
position, which is by no means admissible, 
namely that a body of Christians, united in 
the belief of certain principles, is more likely 
to be misled, than some of the individuals 
constituting that body. It has always been 
the judgment of our Society, that the establish
ment ot meetings for discipline was under 
the same Divine influence, which originally 
formed our predecessors a distinct people. 
The subjects of ~be care of these meetings 
have varied very little from their first institu
tion; arid, therefore, for any person now to 
pretend, that this discipline is an improper 
restraint on the leadings of the Spirit, so far 
as respects them, is to say, in effect, that they 
are not led by the same Spirit in which the 
Society professes to believe, and by which it 
desires ever to be led. "The spirits of the 
prophets are subject to the prophets;"• and 
tbe individuals of a religious society must be 
subje~t to. that society 'collectively; <Jtbentise 
anarchy and confusion will ensue: and when it 
is conaidered,that in our society, a much greater . 
proportion of its members concur in forming 

• I l:or. xiv. 82. 
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its rules, than in any other, there seems no 
room left for objections like this. They might 
have a more specious appearance, if the power 
of making roles and regulations were lodged 
in a few individuals: though, ev.en in this case, 
they would be destitute of solidity, ift.he in
dividllals were properly delegated. 

The comparison between persecution and 
the disownment of the members of a religious 
society, hm~ been often zealously urged, by 
some of the advocates for unrestrained liberty 
of sentiment. To draw this comparis~n t~e 
stronger with respect to our society~ it has 
been urged, that they who are deprived of 
membership with us, lose not only the com
mon privileglla of membership, but, if reduced 
to poverty, are deprived of that provision for 
which the society is peculiarly distinguished. 
But this argument, by proving too _much, 
-proves nothing: for ev~n these latitudinarians 
would, I suppose, think it right to disown a 
member for idolatry or atheism ; and yet on 
such an one, it would not be proper to inflict 
what may be termed persecution. "But are· 
we, because we make extraordinary provision 
for our poor, to retain all that have been 
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members, however they may differ from us in 
principle or practice? The absurdity of the 
argument appears to me too great .to need 
further confutation. What is ~ometimes ad van
ced with respect to degradation· of character. 
by disownment, it is apprehended; standa or 
falls with the former. If the society has, by 
its general good conl;luct, obtained such ~ • 
degree of reputation, that those who are dis
owned by it, lose part of the good opinion of 
tile pQb\ic ; . must it sacrifice that reputation, 
by retaining in its bosom, those who violate 
its rules, . or. trample upon its pri~iples: 

principles, for the. support of which., ·our 
predecessors iu religious profession were. 
willing to suffer much ignominy; with the loss 
of property, of liberty, or even of life itself? 

Besides a general oversight of the conduct 
and conversation of our members, there are 
other objects w bich- obtain attention in our 
meetings for diacipline. One of t~e ~ost 
materia_! of these is, the support of the poor: 
for it has been the practice in our society, 
from its first establishment, to maintain our 
own poor, and not give them occasion to 
apply for the common modes of relief. · Not
withstanding this, we think it right to. con-
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tribute to the support of the poor who are not 
of our society, in common with our neigh
bours: and that, not only in cases where the 
law obliges us, but also, when ability is afford
ed, in those voluntary charities which are 
established, or occasionally promoted, for the 
bencJit of this part of the community : a class, 
to the suitable relief and employment of w hicb, 
much importance is very properly attached. 

Another material object in our meetings for 
discipline, is, doe attention to proceedings in 
relation to marriage; to take care that the 
parties are clear of other engagements of the 
same kind ; that they are not within disallowed 
degrees of consanguinity; and that, in case of 
previous marriage, the rights of former child
ren be properly secured: after which, care is 
also exercised, that the marriage be concluded 
in It proper and becoming manner. 

The register of these mauiages; of births 
and burials ; the care of onr meeting-houses 
and burial-grounds; the admission of members; 
the granting and receiving of certificates for 
those who remove from one district to another; 
the sufferings of our members on account of 
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ecclesiastical and military demands, • with 
divers other matters; are also subjects of our 
care in these meetings. 

The meetings io. which these matters are 
transacted, are called Monthly Meetings, from 
their being held once in every month. They 
send representatives, and answer queries rela· 
tive to the general conduct of their members; 
to other meetings, which are called Quarterly 
Meetings; the principal business of w hie h is to 
superintend Monthly Meetings, and to advise 
and assist tpem when occasion may require. 

_ These Quarterly Meetings also send represen
tatives, and answer queries, to a meeting which 
is called, the Yearly Meeting. This Meeting 
has a general oversight of the society; and 
makes ruler. for its government and welfare. 

This description of OUT meetings for dis
cipline is intended to apply only to the men's 
meetings: the women also baye their Monthly, 
Quarterly, andY early Meetings, in which they 
attend to the wants of thei:~; own sex, and exer-

• It may be proper here to remove a prevailing lmpresaion, 
that the amount of these suft'eriogs is reimbursed to the suf
ferers. We not only have no funds for this purpose; but 
such a practice does not, nor ever did, exist in our Society. 
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cise a· care over their conduct; but have no 
power of dismemberment. 

The importance of transacting this discipline 
in a right- spirit, and by those who may ~ 
properly quali1i~d, has ner been felt as of no 
small importance to its right preservation ; and 
many are the advices, which have been issued 
by the Yearly Meeting on this subject. ~he 

following, being short and comprehensive, 
will, I apprehend, afFord an instructive de
&eription of our concern in this respect : " We 
tenderly exhort, that in all your meetings for 
the disCipline of the church, you wait in 
humility, to have your spiri~s ,brought into 
subjection to the Spirit of Christ; that thereby 
you may be duly qualified for the work and 
service, conducive to the building up of his 
church; in which work all who are engaged 
s~ould be men of upright hearts and clean 
hands; rightly prepared for the service they 
undertake." 1743. 

. I 
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«bt . ~ontlusion. 

.A ddreu to tl1e Yoath, on the Rernembrance of their Creator'. 
-Rea1o~ and· Revelalior~.-The Holy Scripture• and Chrilti~ 
anily.-On our peculiar priaeipla.-0.. the neceuity of re

lftlleration.-.Addren to per1on1 not of our reticious per~U~Jsion. 

IN tlte design and execution of this work, 
·my mind has been much influenced by a desire 
for tlte welfare oft lie youth in our society, !lnc.l 
f~r their instru<:tion. in the principles of true 
religion. To them I feel disposed to address 
myself in this ·conclusion. 

Let me remind you, my dear friends, oftliat 
wise and pious injunction: "Remember thy· 
Creator in the days of thy youth."• Consider 
his operatiofts in nature and in grace; in Pro
vidence and in Redemption. Although in the 
consideration of all these, some difficulties, not 
easily comprehended, maypresentthemselves; 
yet so much will be opened to the humble and 
attentive mind, as will excite t~e love and fear 

• Ecclea. lliL 1. 
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of Him, "who made the l1eaven and the earth, 
the sea and all that therein ·is."• In entering 
into these considerations, there arc two assis
tants afforded us, by our gracious Creator-

. Reason and Hevclation. The fQrmcr, as well 
as the latter, is useful on this occasion. It is 
a faculty given us by God; and, if rightly ex
l'rcised, will tend to promote our knowledge 
of Him, particularly in the works of creation 
and nature. When not misled by the vanity 
of the hnman heart, reason sees and feels ifs 
own imperfection; and readily embraces and 
:submits to those advantages, which revelation 
aflords. By revelation, I mean to compre
hend both that which is mediate, and that 
which is immediate. The former is commu
nicated in the Holy Scriptures, in which we 
llave very ample accounts of the being and 
nature of God; of his manifold works in Crea
tion and in Providence; of his love to mankind, 
particularly in the work of redemption by 
Christ; and in affording the assistance of the 
Holy Spirit, to guide a,nd direct into all neces
sary truth. It is by this Spirit, which is called 
the Spirit of God and of Christ, as proceeding 
from the Father and' the Son, that imme4iate 
revelation is received. This revelation pro-

.. Psalm CXIYi, 6. 
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duces that knowledge of God and of Christ, 
on which eternal life depends. In this sense, 
''no man knoweth who the Father is, but the 

. Son; and he to whom the Son will reveal 
Him."* And when it pleases God to reveal 
his Son in any, and obedien~e is yielded to the 
heavenly vision, these then become acquainted 
with the mysteries of God's kingdom; and 
ar~ Dll\dc sensible, that "flesh and blo.pd hath 
not reveal eel these things unto them; but their 
Father which is in Heaven."+ · 

As the Holy Scriptures are the blessed means 
of introducing us to an acquaintance with the 
way of life and salvation, and of affording us 
much instruction in our various duties to God 
and one to another; I earnestly press-on you, 
my dear young friends, a frequent and serious 
perusal of them. You will here find much 
profitable instruction of various kinds: the 
history is, beyond any other, important and 
intere~ting; the mystery makes "wise unto 
sal,vatiGn."t Here you may see the various 
dealings of God with his creature man; you 
may be made acquainted with the dispensation 
oft he Ia w, the predictions of the prophets, the 
ministration of John, and the most glorious 

+ Matt. xvl. \7. + 2 Tim. iii. 13. 



}8() · THE CONCLUBION' •. 

dispensa~ion of the Gospel. Beware of such 
publications as have a tendency to create a 
disrelish for these Sacred Writings. Consider 
what the state of our religious· knowledge 
would have been without them; and look at 
those parts of the world which .have not bad 
the benefit of the Scriptures; or in w~ich the 
reading of them bas been greatly restrained. 
When this comparison is fairly made, I ~be-1 
lieve we shall find abundant cause to be thank
ful to the God and Father of·au our mercies, 
for the benefit we enjoy, in having free access 
to these testimonials of his ways and will re
specting the children of men •. Let them be 
fairly compared w'ith' the various. systems of 
religion in the world ; and then, although 
there should be some difficulties, which may 
not, at once be fully comprehended, (and ~n 
what science are there not such difficulties?) 
then will the tran~ndent excellency of Chris
tianity be felt a~d acknowledged ; and grati
tude will fill the heart., for the unmerited love 

,of God, in Christ Jesus' our Lord. . . 

Having fairly appreciated the general prin
ciples of Christianity, thoee which are pecu
liar to our religious society, and of which yo11 
make profession, will, I believe, r-ise in your 
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view with esteem and attachment. Their 
consistency with th6 Christian religion has 
been already shown; and, presumin1 you to 
be sensible of this consistency, I affection
ately entreat you to be faithful in your 
adherence to them. Attend to that Divine 
Ligh~ that saving grace, that good Spirit, 
which is placed in your hearts. This, if 
attended to, will preserve from the tempt!ltions 
incident to early life; :and be your guide and 
support through the various trials and proba
tions, which, now or here~fler, may be your 
allotment. 0! my dear friend,s, receive this 
heavenly Visitant i11 the way o£ his coming. 
Give not up your minds to the pleasures and 
enjoyments ofthis world, which will draw away 
your: obedient attention from. things which 
make for true peace, and things by which you , 
~lly edify orie another. Be willing to take 
up the daily cross; and to bear the yoke of 
Him, who said:" Take my yoke upon you, and 
leam of Me, for I am meek and lowly in heart, 
and ye shall find rest unto your souls; for my 
yoke is easy, and my burden is light."• • 

let those who have been habituated to sinful 
or dissipating pleasures, and have afterwards 

• Ma&t si. 29,_30. 
I 
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been brought to taste of tbe good word of life, 
and the pow era of the world to come; let tbeae 
say, whether more of tile 1'Cill eGmfotts and 
enjoyments of life, are not to be experieDCed 
in the hniDllity and sell-denial of a Christian, 
than in an the ptificatioM which llin and -
folly afford. When we take into coMiclentiou 
the Divine peace, wtticb, we are told," pauetlt 
all understanding,' .. and a degree of which' is 
at times tbe experience of the &tithfat followers 
of a crucified Lord; when we a1lo conaider the 
comfortable prospects of anothet" Mid eternal 
state of existence ; there will be .found sufficient 
inducements, in every reasonable pointoh·iew, 
to tnefer a life of religion attd ·f'lrt•e, above 
that wl1ich is devoted to the indulgence and 
the pursuits of folly, dinipatiou, and ein. 

The s1m1e principle of Dirine Ligltt, whielt 
led our predecessors out of the vain and einful 
pleasures of fhe world, ako let them see ~be 
corruptions wllich bad taken place in religiOM 
worship and ministry; the mcontisteney.ofwat< 
with the G06pel Dispensation ; and tbe iml"'o~ 
priety of divers other matters, in the external 
deportment of professing CbristiaM; For their 
testimony on these aecounts, and .the cOBdoct 

• PhiL lv. 'I, 
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consequent upon them, they sdered deeply, 
in an age when religious liberty was claimed 
by all, bat was given by few or none who 
came into the possel&ion of power. Read the 
relationa of the patient sufferings for the cause 
of tmth, and the testimony of Jesus, of those 
who have gone before you ;"• ·and faithfully 
bear your teatimony even in those things that. 
you may be ready to ·c:all little. Let not the 
singulariy wbic;h a cooducl consistent with 
your principles may prodace~ diacourage you 
from a. faithf&ll adherenee to them • bat submit 
to bear that cross, which will.cr•cify you to 
the world, and t.be world to yo~~t and redeem 
you from the various corruptions with which 
it abounds. The principles and practices of 
our societ.J are now, in general, so respeetfully 
treated, that tho temptation 1o desert them is 
much lessened. P.tize your :p:ivileges; coa. 
aider how differeDtly ~r fore-fathers were 
cirCUJDBtanced; and let tbia consideration ex
cite in your minds, i.Dcreasing faithfulness and 

- dedication to all pacta of you religious duty. 
Follow the example of our bleued Redeeo&er; 
remember the reproaches which He endured; 

• Tile Autllor wialtes to turn the attention of ae youth to 

the lllllerinp of the prlmlt!ve CIJristlaos, and of the early le
rormers from popery, as well 1111 these of our own society • 

. 12 



/' 

184 THE CONCLUSION. 

and be willing to take up the cross and despise 
the shame; then you may become partakers 
of that crown of righteousnesli, which is the re
ward of all who have fought the good fight, and 
kept the faith, and wht> l~ve his appearance. 

Before I conclude this address, I wish a little 
_ further to open the subject of Christian. re

demption, so far at least as to turn your atten
tion to that work, which the depraved state of 
human nature renders universally necessary, 
and in which our Lord thus instructed a ruler 
among the Jews :"Except a man be born again, 
he cannot see the kingdom of God.~'• · What
ever our religious profession, whatever our 
outwa~d appearance and demeanour may ·be ; 
all will fail ·to procure us Divine favour and 
acceptance, if· tbe heart is not renewed after 
the image of Him that created u~. " Marvel 
not that I said unto thee, ye must be born 
again."+ This was the language in which our 
Saviour repeatedly inculcated this doctrine to 
Nicodemus ; and 0! my dear young friends ! 
neither marvel at it nor withdraw from it. 
Examine the state of your own hearts, and the 
occasion for it will soon be seen and felt. 

" Joh11 ill. 8. t Joh11 ill. 7. 
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Dweli, therefore, I entreat you, under ihose 
Divine convictions and influences, by which 
" the washing of regeneration and renewing of 
the Holy Ghost"• are experience~. The 
work is generally slow and gradual; therefore 
be not discouraged, if you cannot always per· 
c;ei ve its progress; but, as you abide patiently 
under a right exercise of mind, you will find 
that the work will in time proceed, until the 
new c~~eation in Christ Jesus unto good works 
is known. But when this is in measure at· 

• 
tained, still wawbfulness and prayet should 
be the companions of every mind. The com
mand to watchfulness is of universal extent: 
"What I sayuntoyou,I sayuntoall, watch."+ 
Again, " Watch and pray, that ye enter not 
into temptation."; When this disposition ot 
mind is rightly abode in, it preserves from 
formality in religion ; keeps the soul alive to 
God; and makes living members and bri3ht 
examples in his church,tmd among hi!! people. 
I~ this state of religious e;~.ercise the experience 
of the primitive believers is attained:" By one 
Spirit are we all baptized into one body; and 
made to drink into' one spirit."~ Here also 
right qualifications are received 1for religious 

• Titus iii, 6. t Marli xiii. 37, t Matt. nvl. 41. 
; 1 Cor. xJi. IS. , 

' ' .. 
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aeni:ce, aad a· capacity to fill op the measore 
of suffering oi labour, which may be allotted 
in the church of Cbri1t:. a church, the meinbers 
of which- are thus described by an inapired 
apo11tle : " Y e also, aa lively stone&, are built 
up a spiritual houe, a holy prietthood, to 
ofFer up apiritual ~~~~erificet, acceptable to 
God by Jesus Ch~ist."• 

As one of the objects of this publication, is 
to convey information to persons who are not . 
of eUr religious pers~io.a, I request that they 
would follow tho e~plo of t.be noble Bereaos, 
and "~earcb the Scriptures whether those things 
arc so."t It is Dot ptobeble that we shall a~I 
be brOu~bt to think alike on these subjects; 
but if we caa see, that 10 mach ma.y be said_by 
those from whom we differ, as to produce an 
increase of Cbriatin charity, 10111etbiog, and 
something important, is gaiDed. I am not a 
favourer of that false charity, whicb would 
destroy all religious. zeal; and make all pro
fessions of religion immaterial. "Let every 
man be fully persuaded in hia own mind ;"f 
and, having endeavaured to obtain tbat per• 
suasion from due consideration, Jet hfm 

• I Peter u. 5. t Ac&s xYii. ll. t Rom. xiv. 6. 
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support it with zeal, tempered with "the 
meekness of wisdom." Thus, notwithstand
ing the variety of opinions into which the 
Christian world is divided, tbe light of the 
Gospel will incr~ase jn the earth; and we 
may together· promote the coming of that 
clay, in which· the Divi»e PJOmise and pre
diction will be fulfilled ; " From the rising 
·of tbe &un, even to the gojng down of. the 
same, Ply name shall be rreat among the . 
Gentiles ; and in every place, ineeose shall 
be offered unto my name; and a pure oifer
ing."• Then will "the kingdoms of tbis 
world become the kingdoms of our Lord, 
and of his Christ; and He shall reign for 
ever and ever."+ 

.. MaJ..i. ll. 

FINIS. 
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