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   Chapter 1. Introduction.
 
    
 
   The trouble with the whole Devil question is that Christianity’s view of “Satan” is more colored by the views of the Essenes and the Paradise Lost of John Milton than by any reading of the Bible itself. Milton’s Paradise Lost and the Essenes’ views have then been read back into the Bible. Of course, it would be simplistic to attribute the idea of the Devil or Satan as the single entity who rules all evil on the planet Earth to the Essenes and Milton alone (and we can’t forget Dante, or the Salem witch trials!), but the point is, the Bible itself does not support this view.
 
   Now those of you who have read my books know I am always going on about the alleged Three Wise Men. Yes you see them in nativity scenes, but no Bible version will tell you they were there at Jesus’ birth or that there were three of them. This is just an assumption that many believe to be fact. Pick up any Bible and see for yourself. The same has happened to “Satan.”
 
   “Satan” as an entity only appears in the Hebrew Bible / Old Testament in the book of Job, where “Satan” is not shown to be evil or anti-God at all, simply someone discussing Job with God. Sure, Job went through a hard time but it was God who ordered “Satan” to do it! In fact, “Satan” here means “the adversary” in the Hebrew, not Satan with capital S, it is not a personal name. Again, Christianity has assumed that this “Satan” is the one and the same as the Lucifer mentioned by Isaiah, and as the Anointed Cherub mentioned by Ezekiel. There is no evidence whatsoever to support this idea.
 
   Now, the Bible does not identify Beelzebub with “Satan,” but says Beelzebub was a chief demon. Some books say the Bible equates Abaddon and Apollyon (both mean “destroyer”) with Satan, but in fact the book of Revelation has these as messengers (angels) of God.
 
   However, the Bible has more spiritual entities than is commonly realized. The fallen angel, the Watcher Azazel, is mentioned by just about all Bible versions except the King James Version as featuring in the ancient Israelites’ Day of Atonement.
 
   In a nutshell, the Bible actually mentions a whole host of spirits, demons, and pagan gods – Azazel, Lilith, Beelzebub, Molech, Baal, plus the words Christians have equated with “Satan” – the adversary, the accuser, the evil one, Prince of Darkness, Lucifer. The New Testament adds elementals, principalities and powers, and a group of powerful spirit entities known as kosmokrators.
 
   So where did people get the idea that there was one entity with the name of Satan who is the leader of all evil?
 
   There is no entity or pagan god called “Belial” in the Bible, this Belial only appears in the English translation of the King James Version. (1) If you will bear with me, I do need to get a bit technical here. The reason that people thought there was a pagan god called Belial was due to a lack of knowledge of the most basic Hebrew grammar. 
 
   To explain - when reading material about Satan you will often come across phrases such as “sons of God.” This is a mistranslation, and a very basic one at that.
 
   In Hebrew and ancient Greek, the word for “children” (or “sons”) was often placed next to a word to mean a similarity to that word. For example, they would put the word for child / son next to a word meaning “perfume” to mean “the perfumed one.” In word-for-word Hebrew or Greek, the same expression would appear as “child/son of Perfume,” but such a (mis)translation is not the correct meaning. The King James Version would have translated “the perfumed one” as “son of Perfume” and thought that Perfume was a pagan god. This is what they did with Belial, which means “hostility.” They thought the Hebrew expression “hostile people” meant “sons of Hostility” and that Hostility was a pagan god. That is why all other Bible versions (2) have translated this expression as “hostile people” while the King James Version has “sons of Belial.” It’s a simple but quite bad translation error. 
 
   Also, the phrase often mistranslated into English as “sons of men” or “children of men,” actually means “people,” “humans.” The word “children” (or “sons”) with a place name should not be translated as “son/child of (someone)” as the phrase actually refers to the inhabitants of that place. The Benai Israel, translated by the King James Version as “children/sons of Israel” actually means “Israelites.” The expression is also the same in ancient Greek. The same is the case in the New Testament, where the Greek word for children (or sons) is placed next to the word “Israel,” and should be translated as “Israelites.” It is a mistake to translate this as “children of Israel” or “sons of Israel.” If ancient Greek or Hebrew people wanted to write “Thebans,” they would do it by placing the word that meant “children” next to the word “Thebes.” 
 
   So in fact “sons of God” is a mistranslation for “associates of God,” and “daughters of men” is a mistranslation for “human women.”
 
   Still being technical, but bear with me as this has caused confusion about whether or not “satan” is an entity!
 
   English is the only language where masculine and feminine grammatical genders refer to male and female people. In other languages, grammatical gender is not related to biological gender. It is often difficult for people who understand no language other than English to grasp this point, as in the English language only human beings have grammatical gender, and it always matches their biological gender. However, other languages assign grammatical gender to not only people, but also to all nouns, adjectives, and pronouns. The grammatical gender can be at odds with biological gender. 
 
   For example, the Greek word for “a circumcised man” is feminine gender. The Greek word for “circumcision” is feminine gender. The Greek word for “old woman” is neuter, and so the Greek pronoun used to refer to an old woman is the neuter “it.” Two Greek words for “child” are neuter, as is the word for “little girl.” 
 
   The Greek word for “fox” (even a male fox) is feminine gender. The Greek word for “eagle” (even a female eagle) is masculine gender. The Hebrew word for a group of women is masculine gender, and the Hebrew word for a group of fathers is feminine gender.
 
   The Hebrew word for “Holy Spirit” (Old Testament) is feminine gender, and the Greek word for “Holy Spirit” (New Testament) is neuter gender. The pronoun used to refer to the Holy Spirit in the original Hebrew language of scripture is “she,” and the pronoun used to refer to the Holy Spirit in the ancient Greek is “it.” 
 
   So really, the original languages of the Bible mean that the Holy Spirit is referred to as “she” when reading the Old Testament, and “it” when reading the New Testament. 
 
   What does this have to do with Satan? Plenty! In the original languages of the Bible, “he” is used to refer to “the satan.” It has been traditionally translated this way, giving the idea that the satan is a name, like Fred. 
 
   However, it is not a name and simply means “the adversary.” This adversary is referred to as “he” in the original languages of the Bible simply because the grammatical gender happens to be “he.” Remember, the grammatical gender of “old woman” is “it.” It’s just how language works – it doesn’t mean anything! It certainly does not mean the adversary is a male person or a name! In the same way, a trench is called “she” in the original languages of the Bible. It doesn’t mean trench is a person or a name! English translators change “she” to “it.” 
 
   There are lots of Christian myths which are preached today and have been for centuries, but actually do not appear in the Bible itself in any translation. Christian groups often talk about the “Antichrist” and say this Antichrist will come in the end times. They refer to the Antichrist as an entity. However, the Antichrist as an entity is yet another myth - the term is not mentioned at all in Revelation, and in fact is mentioned only in the First Letter and Second Letter of John in the New Testament.
 
   John only uses the term in the plural - he says that anyone who denies that Jesus is the Anointed One is an antichrist (which means anti-anointing) and says that many antichrists (anti-anointings) have come into the world. At no point does John refer to an “Antichrist” (anti-anointing) as an individual. There appears to be some confusion among many contemporary Christians who appear to have confused the “Beast” of Revelation with the term “Antichrist.”
 
   There are lots of demons, spirits, mentioned in the New Testament. They are mostly ones responsible for making people sick. An entity named “Satan” is not named as being head over all demons. The Bible does say there was war in heaven and an angel was thrown out with a third of the angels but does not name this angel as “satan,” a word which simply means “an adversary.” The Bible also does not say that the angel thrown out of heaven became the head of all the demons. Opposing forces in general in the Bible are called “an adversary.” There are several opposing forces mentioned in the New Testament.
 
   


 
   
  
 




 
    
 
    
 
   Chapter 2. The Essenes.
 
    
 
   The Christian view of “Satan” as an entity that was responsible for all evil in the world and in direct opposition to God appears to have been influenced by the Essenes’ view of good and evil, as it certainly did not come from the Bible. The Essenes saw the Prince of Light as a universal energy contending against the Prince of Darkness. 
 
   Who were the Essenes? Scholars are not in agreement about the location of the Essenes, but it is known that they were a Jewish sect. The Essenes lived from the 2nd century BCE to the 1st century ACE.
 
   The Essenes called themselves the “associates of light” and labeled others the “associates of darkness,” “assembly of traitors,” and “(people who) depart from the way, have contravened the law, and violated the precept.” (3) They named an evil one as Beliar. (4) The Damascus Document states that the Prince of Light raised up Moses but the evil one Beliar stirred up opposition to Moses amongst his own people (5) and states that God has unleashed Beliar against Israel. (6) 
 
   Josephus and Philo note that the Essenes “practiced strict celibacy” and that the war the Essenes saw themselves engaged in was God’s battle against the power of a spiritual war. (7) The Essenes turned all money and property over to their leaders and lived without money. (8) Philo states that the Essene community grew to over 4,000 men. (9) Women appear to have been subordinate. They had no part in secular life and lived a monastic life in caves overlooking the Dead Sea. (10) They dressed only in white and the priestly leaders strictly interpreted the law for them. (11) The Essenes saw things as black and white - they were God’s people - everyone else belonged to the evil one. The Essene movement was exclusive and restricted to freeborn male Jews, and also to the select few who were willing to join them.
 
   One of the Essenes’ sacred books was the scroll of “The War of the Associates of Light Against the Associates of Darkness” which stated that God gave them the Prince of Light: “You have appointed the Prince of Light to come to our support, but you have created the adversary, the angel Mastema, for the pit. He rules in darkness, and his purpose is to bring about evil and sin.” (12) According to the book, the Associates of Light await the Day of Judgment, when God will come with the armies of heaven to destroy the corrupt as well as Israel’s foreign enemies.
 
   The Essenes believed that the sins of the people wiped out the Abrahamic covenant, and that people must now join the new covenant of their assembly. (13) A man who wanted to join the desert community must confess himself to be free of sin. The man is under probation for several years. 
 
   He must hand over his property to the community leaders and swear to practice sexual abstinence and to follow ritual purity in eating, drinking, speaking, and touching.
 
   When finally initiated, the man joins the assembly to bless all who belong to the new covenant and ritually curse all who are not initiates. All who are not initiates are called “followers of Beliar.” At this point the leaders reveal the secrets of angelology to the initiates. Josephus states they are to “keep secret the names of the angels.” (14) 
 
   The Essenes coveted both the Book of the Watchers and the Book of Jubilees, and kept them in their library.
 
   The Damascus Document states that the Book of Jubilees reveals divine secrets “to which Israel has turned a blind eye.” (15) 
 
   The Book of Jubilees says that the unclean spirits began to lead Noah’s sons astray. Noah prayed to God. The chief spirit, named in the Book of Jubilees as “Mastema,” asked God to leave some of the spirits for him, otherwise he would not be able to execute his power on the humans, who he says are very wicked. God then left one tenth of the spirits for Mastema, and bound the others in the place of condemnation.
 
   The Jews had lived for centuries under Persian domination so it is not surprising that many scholars see a Zoroastrian influence on the Essenes. The Zoroastrian text Book of Arda Viraf describes hell in detail. Zoroastrianism belief saw the wicked going to hell and suffering annihilation, purgation in molten metal, or eternal punishment. (16) It was believed that the wicked souls will remain in hell until Ahura Mazda reconciles the world, destroying evil and resurrecting tormented souls. (17) 
 
   No matter what the influence upon them, the Essenes did believe in punishment of the ungodly in the eternal fires of hell, a hell inhabited by Belial and his angels.
 
   The Essenes’ view of an evil entity opposing God and running hell with his angels is precisely that of Christianity today. However, nowhere in the Bible does it say anything of the sort.
 
   


 
   
  
 




 
    
 
    
 
   Chapter 3. Light-Bearer and Prince of Tyre.
 
    
 
   This is the account in Isaiah of “Lucifer” (Light-Bearer), equated by current Christians with Satan.
 
   Isaiah 14:12-21.
 
   “How you are fallen from heaven, Lucifer (Light-Bearer), associate of dawn! How you are cut down to the ground, you who weakened the nations!” 
 
   “For you said to yourself, ‘I will ascend to heaven and set my throne above El’s stars. I will preside on the appointed mountain in the sides of the north. I will climb to above the height of the clouds, I will be like Elyon (a Hebrew name for God).’
 
   “But instead, you will be brought down to Sheol, to the sides of the pit. Everyone there will stare at you and ask, ‘Is this the one who shook the earth and the kingdoms of the world, that made the world a wilderness and demolished its cities and did not free the prisoners from Sheol?’ 
 
   “The kings of the nations lie in splendid tombs, but you will be thrown out of your grave like a ritually abominable branch. You will be dumped like the remainder of those slain by the sword with those killed in battle like a corpse trampled underfoot, you will go down to the dungeon. You will not be given a proper burial, because you have destroyed your land and killed your people. The offspring of evildoers will never be proclaimed. Kill the children of this wrongdoer so they do not rise and conquer the land or rebuild the cities of the world.” 
 
    
 
   However, 1 Enoch names Azazel as the star that fell to earth.
 
   1 Enoch 86:1-6.
 
   Again I looked attentively in my sleep, and surveyed heaven above. And a single star (Azazel) fell from heaven! It got up, and ate and grazed among those cows. After that I perceived the large black cows, and all of them changed their stalls and their young cows, and they began to moan one with another! 
 
   Again I looked in my vision, and saw heaven, when I saw many stars (The Watchers), which descended, and projected themselves from heaven to where the first star (Azazel) was! It was the middle of those young cows and cows (women and men), grazing among them. I observed them, and they all acted like stallions ready to serve, and began to mount the young cows (women), all of whom became pregnant, and gave birth to elephants, camels, and donkeys! (Giants, Nephilim, and Elioud.) The cows were alarmed and terrified at this, and began biting with their teeth, devouring, and goring with their horns. And thus they began to eat those cows. All the inhabitants of the earth were terrified, shook with fear at them, and fled away!
 
    
 
   Jesus mentions lightning in a metaphorical expression:
 
   Luke 10:18.
 
   17-20 The seventy came back and were very happy. They said, “Lord, even the demons yield to us in your Name!”
 
   18 “Yes, I know,” Jesus replied. “I was watching the satan (the adversary) fall like a flash of lightning from the sky. 19 I have given you the authority to trample on snakes and scorpions, and authority over all the enemy’s power, and nothing will harm you.”
 
    
 
   So, Isaiah mentions that Lucifer has fallen from heaven and Luke reports Jesus speaking metaphorically and saying he saw the adversary falling like lightning from the sky. This is the only connection, if it can be called a connection. It is some stretch of the imagination to equate a being named Lucifer with the adversary falling like lightning from the sky. Now to the anointed cherub.
 
 
   Ezekiel 28:11-19.
 
    “The word of Yahweh came to me, ‘Human, weep for the king of Tyre and say to him, “Adonai Yahweh says, ‘You were full of wisdom and beauty. You were in Eden, Elohim’s garden. Your clothing had every precious stone: sardius, chrysolite, diamond, beryl, onyx, jasper, sapphire, and emerald, carbuncle, gold, and the making of the settings was crafted for you on the day you were created. 
 
   ‘You are the anointed cherub that defends. You had access to Elohim’s sacred mountain and walked among the fiery stones. You were complete in everything you did from the day you were created until the day injustice was found in you. 
 
   ‘Your great wealth filled you with violence, and you sinned. So I banished you from Elohim’s mountain. Mighty guardian, I expelled you from your place among the fiery stones. Your heart was filled with pride because of your beauty. You corrupted your wisdom because of your splendor. So I threw you to the earth and exposed you to the gaze of kings. 
 
   ‘You defiled your sanctuaries with your many wrongdoings and your dishonest trade. So I brought fire from within you, and it consumed you. I will burn you to ashes on the ground in the sight of all who are watching. All who knew you are appalled at your destruction. You have come to a terrible end, and you are no more.”
 
    
 
   Modern Christianity has linked this anointed cherub with “Satan,” but on the basis of no evidence. Modern Christianity believes there is a single evil entity named “Satan” and so reads this back into every reference of evil in the Bible. However, the Bible speaks of a range of opposing beings.
 
   Perhaps the anointed cherub and Lucifer are one and the same, but the Bible does not state this. It is assumed they are the same as Christianity decided (although not on the basis of the Bible) that there is only one main bad or opposing entity, when in fact several are mentioned.
 
    
 
   


 
   
  
 




 
    
 
   Chapter 4. “Satan” in the Hebrew Bible / Old Testament.
 
   The word “satan” just means “adversary” and is used in the Bible as a general term to apply to any spirit or force that stands in opposition. It is not used as a name like, for example, “Tom.” I have reproduced for you every instance of the occurrence of the word translated as “satan” in the Hebrew Bible/Old Testament, where it occurs 27 times.
 
   The Hebrew word satan means “an adversary.” 
 
    
 
   Instances in Old Testament/Hebrew Bible where the Hebrew word satan is NOT an entity.
 
   We first see the word satan in Numbers 22:22-23 in the story of Balaam and his donkey, where the angel of the Lord, and then the Lord himself, is called a satan.
 
   This is how the King James Version translates this passage.
 
   “And God’s anger was kindled because he went: and the angel of the LORD stood in the way for a satan (an adversary) against him. Now he was riding upon his ass, and his two servants [were] with him. 
And the ass saw the angel of the LORD standing in the way, and his sword drawn in his hand: and the ass turned aside out of the way, and went into the field: and Balaam smote the ass, to turn her into the way.”
 
    
 
   The word occurs again in Numbers 22:32.
 
   The New Revised Standard Version translates, “The angel of the LORD said to him, “Why have you struck your donkey these three times? I have come out as a satan (an adversary), because your way is perverse before me.”
 
   So here the Lord refers to himself as an adversary, a satan, and the earlier identified an angel of the Lord as an adversary, a satan.
 
    
 
   1 Samuel 29:4.
 
   The New King James translates this as:
 
   “But the princes of the Philistines were angry with him; so the princes of the Philistines said to him, “Make this fellow return, that he may go back to the place which you have appointed for him, and do not let him go down with us to battle, lest in the battle he become our satan (adversary). For with what could he reconcile himself to his master, if not with the heads of these men?”
 
    
 
   2 Samuel 19:22.
 
   The New Revised Standard Version translates,
 
   “But David said, “What have I to do with you, you sons of Zeruiah, that you should today become a satan (an adversary) to me? Shall anyone be put to death in Israel this day? For do I not know that I am this day king over Israel?”
 
    
 
   1 Kings 5:4.
 
   The NET Bible translates, “But now the Lord my God has 
 
   made me secure on all fronts; there is no satan (adversary) or dangerous threat.”
 
    
 
   1 Kings 11:14.
 
   The NIV translates, “Then the LORD raised up against Solomon a satan (an adversary), Hadad the Edomite, from the royal line of Edom.”
 
    
 
   1 Kings 11:23.
 
   The NIV translates, “And God raised up against Solomon another satan (adversary), Rezon son of Eliada, who had fled from his master, Hadadezer king of Zobah.”
 
    
 
   1 Kings 11:25.
 
   The NASB translates (speaking of Rezon), “So he was a satan (an adversary) to Israel all the days of Solomon, along with the evil that Hadad did; and he abhorred Israel and reigned over Aram.”
 
    
 
   1 Chronicles 21:1.
 
   Here the King James Version translates, “And Satan stood up against Israel, and provoked David to number Israel.”
 
    
 
   NET Bible translates, “An adversary opposed Israel, inciting David to count how many warriors Israel had.”
 
    
 
   NAB Bible translates, “A satan rose up against Israel…”
 
    
 
   Again, the Hebrew word satan means an adversary. There is no article accompanying the term here, which suggests it should be understood generally. The NAB Bible instead of translating the word, put in the Hebrew word “satan.”
 
    
 
   Psalm 109:6.
 
   The Source Bible translates: 
 
   For the music director, of David, a psalm.
 
   1 Elohim whom I praise, do not ignore me,
 
   2 for with a mouth of wickedness and a mouth of deceit they speak against me with lying tongues.
 
   3 They surround me with words of hatred, 
 
   they attack me for no reason.
 
   4 They repay my love with opposition,
 
   but I pray.
 
   5 They repay me evil for good,
 
   and hate for love.
 
   6 Appoint an evil person to oppose them,
 
   let a satan (an accuser) stand at their right hand.
 
   7 When they are judged, let them be found guilty, 
 
   may their prayers be considered sinful.
 
    
 
   The NET Bible translates verse 6 as
 
   “Appoint an evil man to testify against him! May the satan (an accuser) stand at his right side!”
 
   The King James Version translates satan here as an entity, “Satan,” but nearly every other Bible version (even the New King James) translates it as “an accuser.”
 
   Old Testament/Hebrew Bible where the satan IS a supernatural entity.
 
    
 
   Job 1:6-12.
 
   The Source Bible translates, 
 
   The day came when the associates of God came to present themselves to Yahweh – and the satan (the adversary) also arrived among them. 
 
   Yahweh said to the satan (the adversary), “Where have you come from?” 
 
   The satan (the adversary) answered Yahweh, “From wandering about on the earth, and from walking backwards and forwards over it.” 
 
   So Yahweh said to the satan (the adversary), “Have you considered my servant Job? There is no one like him on the earth, a pure and just person, one who respects Elohim and turns away from evil.”
 
   Then the satan (the adversary) answered Yahweh, “Well what’s the reason why Job respects Elohim! Haven’t you made a protective fence around him and his household and everything he owns on every side! You’ve blessed everything he does, and his prosperity overflows in the land! But reach out and strike everything he has, and surely then he will curse you to your face!”
 
   So Yahweh said to the satan (the adversary), “All right then, everything he is given over to your power. Only don’t lay a finger on the man himself!” 
 
   So the satan (the adversary) left Yahweh’s presence. 
 
    
 
   (By the way, the Source Bible uses the Hebrew names for God whereas most other versions translate all the different Hebrew names for God as “God” or “the Lord.”)
 
    
 
   Zechariah 3:1-2.
 
   The Source Bible translates,
 
   “Then he showed me Joshua the high priest standing in front of the Angel of Yahweh, and the satan (the adversary) standing at his right hand to be an adversary to him.
 
   “And Yahweh said to the satan (the adversary), “Yahweh rebuke you, satan (adversary)! The Lord who has chosen Jerusalem rebuke you! Isn’t he a burning stick snatched out of the fire?”
 
    
 
   The New Testament instances of “satan.”
 
   The alleged temptation of Jesus.
 
   For a start, the Greek word does not mean “temptation” but rather, “ordeal.” (18) Also, Matthew, Mark, Luke and John wrote what is known today as “gospels” which is an Old English word, but “good news” is a direct translation of the Greek word.
 
    
 
   Matthew Ch.4:1-11.
 
   Then the Spirit led Jesus into the desert to be put through an ordeal by the diabolos (the slanderer-liar). After he had fasted for forty days and forty nights, he got hungry. The one who was putting him through the ordeal said, “If you really are the Son of God, then order these stones to turn into bread!”
 
   Jesus answered, “The Scriptures say, ‘Humans won’t live just on bread alone. They will live on every word that comes out of God’s mouth.’”
 
   Then the diabolos (the slanderer-liar) took him to the sacred city and put him on the very top of the Temple. “Come on then!” he said. “If you’re the Son of God, jump off! The Scriptures say, ‘He will assign his Messengers to protect you. They will catch you, so that you won’t so much as hit your foot on a stone!’”
 
   Jesus answered, “The Scriptures say, ‘How dare you provoke the Lord your God!’”
 
   Next the diabolos (the slanderer-liar) took him along to a very high mountain and showed him all the  kingdoms of the world and their splendor. “I’ll give you all this – all you have to do is fall down and worship me!”
 
   “Get lost, satan (adversary!)” said Jesus. “The Scriptures say ‘You will worship the Lord your God! He is the only one you must serve!’”
 
   Then the diabolos (the slanderer-liar) left, and Messengers turned up and provided for Jesus.
 
    
 
   Mark 1:12-13.
 
   Immediately the Spirit threw him into the desert. He was in the desert for forty days being put through an ordeal by the satan (the adversary). He was with the small wild animals, and the Messengers were providing for him.
 
    
 
   Luke 4:1-13.
 
   Ch.4:1-4 Jesus, full of the power of the Holy Spirit, returned from the Jordan River and was led around in the desert by the Spirit. 2 There he was put through an ordeal by the diabolos (the slanderer-liar) for forty days. He ate nothing during those days, and at the end of that time he got hungry. 3 The diabolos (slanderer-liar) said to him, “If you’re the Son of God, order this stone to turn into bread!”
 
   4 Jesus answered, “The scriptures say, ‘Humans won’t live just on bread alone!’”
 
   5-8 He took Jesus up on a high mountain, and showed him all the kingdoms of the world in an instant of time. 6 The diabolos (slanderer-liar) said, “I will give you all this authority and the fame that goes with it, because it’s been handed over to me, and I can give it to anyone I want! 7 So there, if you worship me, it will all be yours!”
 
   8 Jesus answered, “The Scriptures say, ‘Worship the Lord your God and serve him alone!’”
 
   9-13 He took Jesus to Jerusalem and put him on the highest point of the Temple. “Come on then!” he urged, “If you’re the Son of God, jump off! 10 The Scriptures say, ‘He will assign his Messengers to protect you,’ 11 and, ‘They will catch you, so that you won’t so much as hit your foot on a stone!’” 
 
   12 “How dare you provoke the Lord your God!” Jesus exclaimed.
 
   13 When the diabolos (slanderer-liar) had finished harassing Jesus in every way, he withdrew from him until he could find a suitable opportunity.
 
    
 
   Matthew 12:26.
 
   22-28 Then someone with a blind and mute spirit was brought over. Jesus healed him and the mute spoke and saw. 23 All the crowds were beside themselves with amazement! “Could this one be David’s descendant?” they exclaimed.
 
   24 When the Pharisees heard about it, they said, “He is driving out demons with the power of Beelzebub, the demon ruler!”
 
   25 But Jesus knew what they were thinking. He said, “Every country that fights against itself ends up a wilderness, and every city or household that fights against itself won’t last. 26 If the satan (the adversary) throws out the satan (the adversary), he has thrown himself out! So how can his kingdom last? 27 And if I’m throwing out demons by Beelzebub’s power, by whose power do your own people throw them out? This is why they will be your judges! 28 Yet if I throw out demons by the Spirit of God’s power, then Heaven’s Realm is here for sure!
 
    
 
   Matthew 16:23.
 
   23 Jesus turned to Peter and said, “Get out of my way, satan! (adversary!) You want to trap me - your mind isn’t on the things of God, just on human things.”
 
    
 
   Mark 8:33.
 
   But after Jesus turned around and looked at his disciples, he rebuked Peter, saying, “Get out of my sight, satan (adversary)! You haven’t got your mind on the things of God, just on human things!”
 
    
 
   Mark 3: 23-26.
 
   20-30 Jesus went to a house, and such a crowd gathered, that they couldn’t even sit down to eat a meal! 21 When Jesus’ family heard, they went out to grab him. “He’s completely out of his mind!” they figured.
 
   22 The Bible scholars who came down from Jerusalem were saying, “He’s got Beelzebub in him!” and “He’s throwing out evil spirits by the chief evil spirit’s power!” 
 
   23 Jesus called them over and spoke to them in examples. “How can someone working for a satan (an adversary) throw out someone who is working for a satan (an adversary)?” he asked. 24 “If a kingdom’s people fight against themselves, the kingdom can’t last. 25 If a household is divided against itself, it can’t last. 26 If really, as you say, the satan (the adversary) is in opposition to himself and his kingdom is divided, it can’t last and it will come to an end.”
 
    
 
   Some have identified Beelzubub with “Satan,” but there is no evidence to support this. Mark’s editorial comment in 3:30 identifies Beelzubub as an unclean spirit. Nowhere in Jewish literature is Beelzubub named “Satan.” The early Christian papyri name a large number of evil spirits. The name “Beelzubub” is not the correct form for the alleged meanings, “Lord of manure,” “Lord of the dwelling.”
 
   Again, an evil entity is referred to as “an adversary.”
 
    
 
   Luke 11.
 
   14-20 Jesus was driving out a lack-of-speech demon. When the demon had gone out, the person who previously couldn’t speak was now able to, and the crowd was shocked. 15 But some of them said, “He’s driving out the demons by the power of Beelzebub, the ruler of the demons!”
 
   16 Others tried to harass him by asking him for a sign from heaven. 17 But Jesus knew what they were thinking. He said, “Every kingdom that fights against itself ends up a wasteland, and every household that fights against itself won’t last. 18 If the satan (the adversary) throws himself out, he has thrown himself out! How could the satan’s (the adversary’s) kingdom last if it’s divided against itself! I’m saying this because you claim that I’m driving out demons by the power of Beelzebub. 19 And if I’m throwing out demons by Beelzebub’s power, by whose power do your own people throw them out? This is why they will be your judges! 20 Yet if I throw out demons by God’s power, then God’s Realm is here for sure!
 
    
 
   Luke 13:15-16.
 
   15 “You overly critical, hair splitting, pedantic religious types!” the Lord exclaimed. “You can’t tell me that each of you doesn’t untie your ox on donkey from the stable on the Sabbath day and lead it out for water! 16 Then shouldn’t this descendant of Abraham, whom the satan (the adversary) well and truly has kept bound for eighteen long years, be set free from what bound her on the Sabbath day?”
 
    
 
   Mark 4:15.
 
   14 The farmer sows the Word. 15 The seed sown along the footpath refers to these people - as soon as they hear the Word, the satan (the adversary) comes and takes away the Word that was sown in them.
 
    
 
   Luke 22:3.
 
   Ch.22:1-6 The Feast of Unleavened Bread was approaching. 2 The chief priests and the Bible scholars were searching for a way to get rid of Jesus. They had to find a way which would not turn the people against them, as they were afraid of them. 3 Then satan (adversary) entered Judas Iscariot, one of the Twelve. 4 Judas went to the chief priests and the temple police and had a discussion with them about how he could betray Jesus.
 
    
 
   John 13:27.
 
   26 Jesus answered, “It’s the one I’m about to give a piece of bread to after I’ve dipped it.” So Jesus dipped the bread and gave it to Judas Iscariot, Simon’s son. 27 When he did this, the satan (the adversary) entered Judas.
 
    
 
   Luke 22:31.
 
   “Simon, Simon, the satan (the adversary) has demanded you. He wants to shake the stuffing out of you!”
 
   The word exaiteomai means “to demand,” usually to demand the surrender of a person, especially a criminal.
 
    
 
   Acts 5:3.
 
   3-7 But Peter said, “Ananias, why has the satan (the adversary) filled your heart to lie to the Holy Spirit and keep back part of the price of land for yourself? 4 While you still had it, wasn’t it your own? And after it was sold, wasn’t it in your own control? Why have you plotted this thing in your heart? It’s not people you’ve lied to – it’s God!”
 
    
 
   Acts 26:18.
 
   “He said, ‘I am Jesus, the one you are persecuting! 16 Get up and stand on your feet! This is the reason I have appeared to you: to pre-choose you as a laborer and a witness both of the things which you have seen, and of the things which I will reveal to you. 17 I will rescue you from your people and from the non-Jews, and it’s to the non-Jews that I’ll send you out, 18 to open their eyes, to turn them from darkness to light and from the authority of the satan (the adversary) to God, so that, by faith in me, they will take hold of cancellation of sins as well as an inheritance among those who are made right with God!’”
 
    
 
   Romans 16:20.
 
   The God of peace will beat the satan (the adversary) to a jelly under your feet soon!
 
   May the favor of our Lord Jesus the Anointed One be with you! Amen.
 
    
 
   1 Corinthians 5:5.
 
   3-5 For I, absent in body but present in spirit, have certainly already judged (as though I were present) that the one who has done this deed - 4 in the Name of the Lord Jesus the Anointed One, when you are assembled, and me too in spirit, with the power of the Lord Jesus the Anointed One – 5 such a person should be handed over to the satan (the adversary) which will lead to destruction in the natural realm, so that person’s spirit may be saved in the Day of the Lord. 
 
    
 
   1 Corinthians 7:5.
 
   Do not deprive each other – unless perhaps you both agree about it so that you can be free to devote yourselves to praying on a temporary basis – and come together again so that the satan (the adversary) doesn’t harass you because of your lack of self control.
 
    
 
   2 Corinthians 2:11.
 
   10 Anyone who has your freely given forgiveness has mine too. That which I have forgiven – if indeed I have anything to forgive - I have done for your sake in the presence of the Anointed One, 11 so that we would not have the satan (the adversary) claiming what isn’t his due over us.  We are not ignorant of his intentions!
 
    
 
   2 Corinthians 11:14.
 
   12-15 But what I am doing, I will keep on doing, to cut the ground from under the feet of those who want a base of operations. They do this in order to be found the same as us in the matters about which they are proud. 13 Such ones are fake apostles, workers of cunning deceit, changing their form into apostles of the Anointed One. 14 And it’s not surprising! The satan (the adversary) himself changes his form into a Messenger of light! 15 So then it’s no major thing for his ministers also to change their form into righteous ministers! They will get what they deserve for their actions!
 
    
 
   1 Thessalonians 2:18.
 
   This is because we wanted to come to you a few times – I Paul am saying this – and the satan (the adversary) threw obstacles in our way.
 
    
 
   2 Thessalonians 2:9.
 
   His Coming is at the time of the satan’s (the adversary’s) activity, with all power, miraculous signs and deceptive wonders, 10 and every kind of dishonest deceit by means of foul play. The lawless one will use it on those who are on the road to destruction, because they did not welcome the love of truth which would have led to their deliverance.
 
    
 
   1 Timothy 1:20.
 
   Among these are Hymenaios and Alexander, whom I handed over to the satan (the adversary) so that they would be educated not to blaspheme.
 
    
 
   1 Timothy 5:15.
 
   14 So then I would like the younger widows to marry, have children, have mastery over the household, and give the Opposing Counterpart no base of operations for ranting and raving. 15 For already some have turned aside, back to the satan (the adversary).
 
    
 
   The word antikeimai means “Opposing Counterpart,” “Opponent,” one who sets themselves against one, to be opposite or opposed. (19) It was used by the rhetoricians in the meaning “antithetical.” The “adversary” appears to be general term for anything that opposes.  A 4th century Corinthian tomb had the inscription threatening anyone opening the tomb, “May the satan (the adversary) enter their home and utterly destroy them.” (20) 
 
    
 
   Revelation 2:9.
 
   8-10 Write this to the Messenger of the assembly in Smyrna: These are the words of him who is the First and the Last, who became a corpse and became alive: 9 I know your oppression and your complete lack of finances, but you are financially wealthy! And I know the slanders of those who say they are Jews and are not, but are a synagogue of the satan (the adversary). 10 Do not be afraid of what you are about to experience. Indeed, the diabolos (Slanderer-Liar) is about to throw some of you into prison so that he can harass you, and you will be oppressed for ten days. Be faithful right up to the point of death, and I will give you the winner’s crown which is life!
 
    
 
   Revelation 2:13.
 
   12-16 And to the Messenger of the assembly of Pergamon write: he who has the sharp, double edged sword says this: 13 I know where you live, that’s where the throne of the satan (the adversary) is. I know that you take hold of my Name, and that you did not renounce your faith in me even in the time of Antipas, my faithful martyr, who was executed in your city, which the satan (the adversary) inhabits.
 
    
 
   Revelation 2:24.
 
   24 I say to the rest of you in Thyatira, who don’t adhere to her teaching, who have not realized the so called deep things of the satan (the adversary), that I will not put any other burden on you, 25 except that you must take hold of what you have until I come.
 
    
 
   Revelation 3:9.
 
   9 Indeed I will place those of the synagogue of the satan (the adversary) who claim they are Jews, but are not - they’re liars - I will certainly make them come and prostrate themselves at your feet in worship and admit that I loved you.
 
    
 
   Revelation 12:1-18.
 
   Ch.12:1-2 And a mighty sign appeared in heaven. It was a woman clothed with the sun, with the moon under her feet and a crown of twelve stars on her head. 2 She was pregnant, and cried out in torture as she was in labor and about to give birth.
 
   3-6 And I saw another sign in heaven. It was a huge red dragon with seven heads, ten horns, and seven diadems on the heads! 4 Its tail dragged a third of the stars out of the sky and hurled them to the earth. The dragon stood in front of the woman who was about to give birth, so that he could eat her child the moment it was born. 5 She gave birth to a son, who is destined to rule all the nations with an iron rod. Her child was snatched away and carried up to God and to his throne. 6 The woman escaped into the desert to a place that God had prepared for her, so that she would be taken care of for 1,260 days.
 
   7-9 War broke out in heaven. Michael and his Messengers waged war against the dragon, and the dragon and his messengers fought back. 8 But the dragon wasn’t strong enough, and thus they no longer had a place in heaven. 9 The mighty dragon was thrown down - that ancient snake called diabolos (slanderer-liar) and the satan (the adversary), who leads the whole earth astray. He and his messengers were hurled to the earth.
 
   10-12 Then I heard a loud voice in heaven saying: “Just now have come salvation and power and the kingdom realm of our God, and the authority of his Anointed One. Because the accuser of our fellow believers, who accuses them in front of our God day and night has been hurled down. 11 And they conquered him by the Blood of the Lamb and by the Message of their testimony. They were willing to give up their lives. 12 For this reason rejoice, you heavenly places and those who encamp in them. But alas for the earth and the sea, because the diabolos (the slanderer-liar) has gone down to you! He is in a major rage, because he knows the time is short!”
 
   13-18 And when the dragon realized that it had been hurled to the earth, it chased the woman who had given birth to the male child. 14 The woman was given the two wings of a huge eagle, so that she could fly to the place prepared for her in the desert. In that place she would be taken care of for a time, times, and half a time. 15 And the snake spat out water like a river from its mouth, in order to overtake the woman and sweep her away in the current. 16 The earth helped the woman by swallowing the river that the dragon had spat out of its mouth. 17 The dragon was furious with the woman and went off to make war against the rest of her offspring - those who obey God’s commandments and hold onto to Jesus’ testimony. 18 And the dragon stood on the seashore.
 
   In the above, the dragon is said to be called an adversary and a slanderer-liar. It says he was hurled to earth with one third of his angels. There was more than one diabolos or adversary in the Bible, as we have seen. These are general terms that are applied to more than one person or entity. The Book of Enoch names Gadreel as the one who tricked Eve, and says the whole blame for evil in the world rests on Azazel. The Book of Jubilees names Mastema, which it also calls an adversary, as the one thrown to earth with his angels. 
 
    
 
   Revelation 20:2.
 
   Ch.20:1-3 And I saw a Messenger coming down out of heaven. He had the key to the Abyss and he held a very large chain in his hand. 2 He firmly seized the dragon, that ancient snake, who is a diabolos (a slanderer-liar) and the satan (the adversary), and he bound him for 1,000 years. 3 And the Messenger threw him into the Abyss and shut it up and put a seal over it, to prevent him from tricking the nations any more until the 1,000 years had ended. After that, he must be set free for a short time.
 
    
 
   Revelation 20:7.
 
   7-10 And when the 1,000 years are over, the satan (the adversary) will be released from his prison 8 and will go out to mislead the nations in the four corners of the earth - Gog and Magog - to collect them for war. Their numbers are like the sand on the shore. 9 And they went up across the breadth of the earth and surrounded the armed forces of the people devoted to God and the beloved city. Fire came down from heaven and burnt them all up. 10 And the diabolos (the slanderer-liar) who led them astray was thrown into the fiery lake where the creature and the false prophet are. They will be tortured day and night forever and ever. 
 
   Note that “heaven” and “sky” are the same word in the Greek. 
 
   Thus Revelation says an entity was thrown to earth with his angels. This entity is a slanderer and an adversary. This entity is an ancient snake, a dragon. However, the name of the entity is not given. We also do not know the identity of the “creature” or the “false prophet” of Revelation 20:10.
 
    
 
   Diabolos.
 
   The Greek word diabolos means a false accuser, a slanderer and liar. It is translated as “devil” by most English Bible versions. The word “devil” does not appear in the Hebrew Bible / Old Testament.
 
   Matthew 13:39.
 
   37 “The person who sows the good seed is the Human Being,” he answered. 38 “The field is the world, the good seeds are the people associated with the Realm, but the weeds are the people associated with the Evil One. 39 The enemy who sowed them is the diabolos (the slanderer-liar), the harvest is the end of the age, and the harvesters are the Messengers.
 
    
 
   Luke 8:12.
 
   Those seeds along the road represent the people who hear the Word, but then the diabolos (the slanderer-liar) comes along and takes Word out of their minds, so that they won’t believe it and be saved.
 
    
 
   Matthew 25:41.
 
    “Then he will say to those on the left side, ‘Get out of my sight, you doubly cursed ones! Off you go, into the permanent fire prepared for the diabolos (the slanderer-liar) and his messengers!
 
    
 
   John 6:70.
 
   70 “And haven’t I chosen you Twelve!” Jesus exclaimed. “And one of you is a diabolos (slanderer and liar)!” 71 (He meant Judas Iscariot – as this person, although one of the Twelve, would later betray Jesus.)
 
    
 
   John 8:44.
 
   You belong to your father the diabolos (the slanderer-liar) and you want to carry out your father’s desires. He was a murderer right from the start, and he doesn’t rely on the truth because there’s no truth in him. When he tells a lie, he’s speaking in his native language, because he’s a liar and the father of lies!
 
    
 
   John 13:2.
 
   It was time for the evening meal. The diabolos (the slanderer-liar) had already put it into the mind of Judas Iscariot, Simon’s son, to betray Jesus.
 
    
 
   Acts 10:38.
 
   Namely how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power - and he went around doing good and instantly divinely healing everyone who was overpowered by the diabolos (the slanderer-liar), because God was with him.
 
    
 
   Acts 13:10.
 
   He said, “You diabolos (slanderer-liar), full of every deceit and every fraud, you enemy of righteousness, will you never stop perverting the straight ways of the Lord!
 
    
 
   Ephesians 4:27.
 
   If you lose your temper, do not sin. Do not hold onto your anger for too long. 27 Do not give the diabolos (the slanderer-liar) an opportunity!
 
    
 
   Ephesians 6:11.
 
   11 Put on the suit of armor of God so you can stand firm against the schemes of the diabolos (the slanderer-liar); 12 because it is not flesh and blood that we wrestle to the ground and pin down. Rather, it is governments, authorities, a powerful class of demon-gods that inhabit this darkness, and evil spirit entities - these are in the heavenly places.
 
    
 
   1 Timothy 3:6-7.
 
   6 They can’t be a novice, or they might get wrapped in clouds of conceit and silliness which would lead to them falling prey to the diabolos’ (the slanderer-liar’s = the false accuser’s) law court. 7 They must also have a fine reputation with the outsiders, so that they don’t fall into disgrace, as this is a trick set up by the diabolos (the slanderer-liar).
 
    
 
   1 Timothy 3:11.
 
   In the same way also, female deacons must be dignified, not diabolos (slanderers) or drunks, but trustworthy in everything.
 
    
 
   2 Timothy 2:26.
 
   25 A slave servant of the Lord must gently educate those who offer resistance, in case God wants to grant that they change their minds and fully know the truth, 26 and in case they come to their senses out of the trick that the diabolos (the slanderer-liar) set for them to fall into, after he had captured them to carry out his purposes.
 
    
 
   2 Timothy 3:3.
 
   Ch.3:1-4 But be aware of this, that in the last days difficult times will be at hand. 2 For people will be selfish, stingy, imposters; they will be contemptuous, they will be blasphemers, disobedient to parents, ungrateful, unholy, 3 and without natural affection. They won’t call a truce. They’re diabolos (slanderers), powerless, savage. They’re not interested in doing good.
 
    
 
   Titus 2:3.
 
   The same goes for female elders too. They are to be suitably holy as is fitting for their appointment, not diabolos (slanderers), not enslaved by wine, teachers who provide instruction in what is right.
 
    
 
   Hebrews 2:14.
 
   14 So since the children went into partnership with flesh and blood, he also pretty much shared in their flesh and blood. This was so that through his death he would abolish the effects of him who holds the power over death, that is to say, the diabolos (the slanderer-liar), 15 and release the ones from death, those who fear, who all their lives were liable to the penalty of slavery.
 
    
 
   James 4:7.
 
   So then be attached to God. Take a stand in battle against the diabolos (the slanderer-liar) and he will flee from you.
 
    
 
   1 Peter 5:8.
 
   Be clear headed! Keep your wits about you! Your defendant opposition, a diabolos (a slanderer-liar), walks around like a roaring lion searching for someone to gulp down.
 
    
 
   1 John 3:8-12.
 
   7-11 My dear members, don’t let anyone mislead you! The person who keeps doing what is right is righteous, just as he is righteous. 8 The person that keeps doing sin belongs to the diabolos (the slanderer-liar), because the diabolos (the slanderer-liar) has kept sinning from the beginning. The reason that the Son of God was revealed was so that he would destroy the works of the diabolos (the slanderer-liar). 9 Whoever has become a child of God does not keep sinning, because God’s seed stays in them. They cannot keep on sinning, because they have become a child of God.
 
   10 This is why it is clear who the children of God are and who the children of the diabolos (the slanderer-liar) are: anyone who does not do right is not of God, that is, anyone who does not love their fellow believer. 11 For the message you heard from the beginning is this: we should love each other.
 
   12 Do not be like Cain, who belonged to the poneros (the evil one), and violently murdered his brother. And just why did he murder him? Because the things he did were evil and the things his brother did were just.
 
    
 
   Jude 1:9.
 
   But Michael the Chief Messenger, when he was deciding the dispute, discoursing with the diabolos (the slanderer-lair) about Moses’ body, did not dare to impose an abusive sentence on him, but said, “May the Lord impose the penalty on you!”
 
    
 
   Jude quotes from the pseudegraphical The Assumption of Moses. The sentence is packed with technical courtroom terms. The dispute, the antilogia, is a formula in loan contracts whereby the debtor agrees to repay the loan “without any dispute.” “To decide a dispute,” diakrino, does not mean “to argue.” It means to discourse with someone or to discourse particularly with the Socratic dialectic method, in which the conclusions were not drawn directly by the speaker, but were elicited by questions. In the first half of the 20th century it was thought also to mean “argue” but this view is no longer held. From the Greek we may conclude either that the slanderer-liar was asking Michael questions about Moses’ body, or Michael was discussing the point with the slanderer-liar by way of question and answer to point out the facts to the slanderer-liar in a logical debate. The “sentence,” krisis, that Michael did not dare impose on him was a judicial sentence of a law court. Impose, epiphero, was a legal term meaning to impose a legal penalty.
 
   In this passage the slanderer is equated with the Latin diabolo as Jude is quoting the Assumption of Moses.
 
   In the Assumption of Moses 11.7 Joshua asks how a human being would dare to bury Moses’ body. In the fragments of the lost conclusion, Moses’ body is mentioned as the object of a dispute between Michael and the diabolo (Latin). The translator R.C. Charles reconstructs the fragments as follows: Michael is commissioned to bury Moses. The adversary opposes the burial on the grounds, firstly, that he is the master of matter so the body should be handed to him. (21) 
 
   Michael rebuts, “The Lord rebuke you, for it was god’s spirit that created the world and all humanity.”
 
   The diabolo (Latin) brings the charge of murder against Moses. Michael then charges the diabolo with tempting Adam and Eve.
 
    
 
   Revelation 2:10.
 
   Do not be afraid of what you are about to experience. Indeed, the diabolos (the slanderer-liar) is about to throw some of you into prison so that he can harass you, and you will be oppressed for ten days. Be faithful right up to the point of death, and I will give you the winner’s crown which is life!
 
    
 
   Thessalonians has another word for an evil force, here, “the harasser.”
 
   I Thessalonians 3:5.
 
   5 On account of this, when I really couldn’t put up with it any longer, I sent to find out about your faith, in case somehow the harasser had harassed you, which would have meant the trouble we had gone to for you would have been for nothing.
 
    
 
   


 
   
  
 




 
    
 
    
 
   Chapter 5. The Head Fallen Angel in the Book of Enoch.
 
    
 
   The Book of Enoch contains accounts of the fallen angels known as “the Watchers” who came to earth and taught humans weapons, spell potions, root cuttings, astrology, and astronomy, and alchemies. The Watchers also slept with human women and produced the Nephilim. For this, they were punished by being bound and cast into the gloom of Tartarus. This is also mentioned in the New Testament.
 
   The head of the Watchers was named Semjaza. “Satan” has no mention at all. Other spellings of Semjaza’s name are Samyaza, Semiaza, Samjaza, Shemhazai, Shemyazaz, and Semihazah.
 
   The Book of Enoch is usually called 1 Enoch, to distinguish it from the later The Secrets of Enoch, also known as 2 Enoch. Enoch was the son of Jared, great grandfather of Noah, and father of Methuselah, not to be confused with the Enoch who was the eldest son of Cain. 
 
   The Book of Enoch was left out of the Canon, but a lengthy passage from the Book of Enoch is quoted by Jude.
 
   Here is the account in the Book of Enoch and the mention of the head fallen angel, “their leader Semjaza.”
 
    
 
   Enoch 6:1-8.
 
   It happened after the humans had multiplied, that in those times daughters were born to them, and they were attractive and beautiful. 
 
   When the angels, (22) the inhabitants of heaven, saw them, they lusted after them and said to each other, “Come on, let’s choose consorts for ourselves from the humans, and let’s produce children!”
 
   Then their leader Semjaza said to them, “I’m concerned as I fear that perhaps you won’t agree to carry out this venture, and that I alone will have to pay the penalty for such a serious crime.”
 
       But they answered, “Let’s all swear an oath, and bind ourselves by mutual curses, that we will not change our minds but carry through this venture.” 
    So they swore all together and bound themselves by mutual curses. They were two hundred in number, they descended in the time of Jared, (23) on the top of Mount Hermon. They called it Mount Hermon because they had sworn an oath on it and bound themselves by mutual curses. (24) 
 
   These are the names of their leaders: Semjaza, who was their leader, Arakiba, Rameel, Kokaqbiel, Ramuel, Tamiel, Ramiel, Danel, Ezeqeel, Baraqijal, Asael, Armaros, Batarerl, Ananel, Zaqiel, Samsapeel, Satarei, Turel, Jomjael, Sariel. (25) These were the leaders of the groups of ten.
 
   7:1-6.
 
   They and the rest took consorts. Each one chose their own. They had sex with them and defiled themselves with them. They taught them charms and sorceries, the cutting of roots, and the uses of plants. 
 
   The women got pregnant and gave birth to Nephilim (26) whose height was three hundred cubits. They consumed everything humans produced. When humans could no longer sustain them, they turned against them, in order to consume them. They began to do wrong against birds, beasts, reptiles, and fish, and to eat each other’s flesh, (27) and to drink their blood. Then the earth laid accusation against the lawless ones.  
 
   8:1-4.
 
   Azazel taught humans to make swords, knives, shields, breastplates, and showed them metals of the earth and the art of alchemy, and bracelets and ornaments, the use of antimony and paint, the beautifying of the eyelids, the use of all types of precious stones, and all sorts of dyes. Then wickedness and immorality increased, and they disobeyed, and everything they did was corrupt.
 
   Semjaza taught spell potions, and root cuttings, 
 
   Armaros taught the resolving of spell potions,
 
   Baraqijal taught astrology,
 
   Kokabel taught the constellations,
 
   Ezeqeel taught the knowledge of the clouds,
 
   Araqiel the signs of the earth,
 
   Shamseil the signs of the sun,
 
   and Sareil the course of the moon.
 
   And as humans perished, they cried out, and their voice reached heaven.
 
   9:1-11.
 
   Then Michael, Uriel, Raphael, and Gabriel looked down from heaven and saw much bloodshed on earth, and all the lawlessness that was happening on the earth. They said one to another, “It’s the voice of their cries! The earth deprived of her children has cried as far as the portal of heaven. And now people’s souls complain to you,  you sacred ones of heaven! They say, “Bring our case to the Most High!” Then they said to their Lord, “You are Lord of lords, God of gods, King of kings. Your splendid throne lasts for ever and ever, and is your name is sacred, magnificent, and blessed for ever and ever. You have made everything and you have power over everything, everything is open and clear before you. You see everything, and nothing can be hidden from you.
 
   “You have seen what Azazel has done, how he has taught every lawless act on earth, and has disclosed to the world all the secret things which are done in the heavens which humans were keen to know - also Semjaza, to whom you have given authority over his associates. They have gone together to the human women, have had sex with them, and have defiled themselves, and have revealed these crimes to them. And the women likewise have given birth to Nephilim, and so the whole earth has been filled with blood and lawlessness. And now the souls of those who are dead cry out and complain, even at heaven’s portals! Their groaning ascends! It cannot stop due to the lawlessness which is committed on earth.  
 
   “You know everything before it happens. You know these things, and what has been done by them, yet you do not tell us what we are supposed to do about it?” 
 
   10:1-22.
 
   Then the Most High, the sacred great one spoke. He sent Uriel to Lamech’s son, and said to him, “Tell him (28) in my name, ‘Hide yourself!’, then explain to him the event that is about to happen, that the whole earth will be destroyed, that a flooding deluge will cover the whole earth, and everything in it will be destroyed. And now tell him how he may escape, and how his descendants may remain for all generations on the earth.”
 
   Again the Lord said to Raphael, “Bind Azazel hand and foot, cast him into the darkness! Make an opening in the desert which is in Dudael, and throw him in there! Put him on rough and pointed stones, and cover him with darkness. Let him stay there forever, and cover his face so he can’t see the light. And in the day of the great judgment he will be thrown into the fire. Restore the earth, which the angels have corrupted, and proclaim life to it, that they may restore it. And all the humans will not perish as a result of all the secrets of the Watchers, and which they have taught to their offspring. All the earth has been corrupted by the works that were taught by Azazel. The blame for the whole crime rests on him!”
 
   The Lord said to Gabriel, “Go to the bastards, to the reprobates, to the offspring of immorality, and destroy them, the offspring of the Watchers, from among the humans, and send them against one another so that they will perish by killing one another, for they will not live long lives. No request their fathers make of you will be granted on their behalf. They wish to live eternally but each one of them will live for five hundred years.”
 
   The Lord said to Michael, “Go and bind Semjaza and his associates who have had sex with women and so have completely polluted and contaminated themselves! And when their sons have slain one another, and they have seen the destruction of their beloved ones, bind them for seventy generations under the earth, until the day of their judgment and of their end, until the judgment that lasts forever is completed. In those times they will be taken away to the lowest depths of the fire and tormented and they will be shut up in prison forever. Immediately after this he will, together with them, be condemned and destroyed, and they will be bound together for generation after generations.”
 
    
 
   Here is the parallel account in Genesis 6:1-4 in the Hebrew Bible /Old Testament.
 
   Genesis 6:1-4.
 
   “When humankind began to increase on the face of the earth, and daughters were born to them, those associated with God saw that the human women were beautiful and so they took wives for themselves from any they chose. …. The Nephilim were on the earth in those times, and also afterwards, when those associated with God were having sex with the human women, who gave birth to their children. They were the mighty heroes of ancient times, the famous ones.” 
 
    
 
   The Septuagint, Philo of Alexandria, Josephus, Justin Martyr, Irenaeus, Athenagoras, Clement of Alexandria, Tertullian, Lactantius, Eusebius, Ambrose of Milan, Jerome, Sulpicius Severus, and Augustine of Hippo all identified the associates of God of Genesis 6:1-4 with the angels who came to earth and had sex with human women.
 
    
 
   Here is a mention of the Watchers in the Book of Jubilees: 
 
   “And in the second week of the tenth jubilee Mahalalel took Dinah as a wife. She was the daughter of Barakiel, the daughter of his father’s brother, and she bore him a son in the third week of the sixth year. He named him Jared, and in his days the Lord’s angels named the Watchers came down to the earth, in order to instruct the humans, and so that they could carry out judgment and justice on the earth.” (Jubilees 4:15)
 
   God was exceedingly angry against the angels he had sent upon the earth. (Jubilees 5:6)
 
    
 
   I should mention here that Angels were actually “messengers.” “Angel” is transliteration of the Greek word, and not a translation. To “transliterate” means to put the Greek letters into English letters. “Angels” is the transliteration but the meaning, the translation, is “messengers.” The Hebrew word for “angel” actually means one dispatched as a deputy. The word occurs for an ordinary messenger as well as a supernatural messenger.
 
   As noted above, the Book of Enoch names the leader of the Watchers as Semjaza. However, the account in 2 Enoch calls the leader Satanail: 
 
   “These are the Grigori, who with their chief Satanail rejected the Lord of light, and after them are those who are held in the great darkness on the second heaven, and three of them went down on earth to the place Hermon, and broke their vows on the shoulder of the Mount Hermon and saw the human women, and slept with them, and contaminated the earth with their deeds. In their times they caused lawless mixing, and Nephilim were born, amazing big people, and great hostility. So God judged them strongly, and they weep for their associates. They will be punished on the Lord’s great day.” (2 Enoch 18:3-4.)
 
   


 
   
  
 




 
    
 
    
 
   Chapter 6. Azazel.
 
    
 
   Now we will look at the Watcher Azazel. He was not named as head of the Watchers, but is given importance in 1 Enoch as well as 2 Enoch, and also figures in a very interesting way in the Hebrew Bible / New Testament.
 
   This is what the Book of Enoch says about Azazel.
 
   13:1-10.
 
   Then Enoch went on and said to Azazel, “You will not find peace. A severe sentence has gone out against you, that you are to be bound. You will find no relief, compassion, or granting of requests, because of the injustice you have taught, because of every act of blasphemy, lawlessness, and wrongdoing, which you have shown to humankind.”
 
   54:1-10.
 
   Then I looked and turned to another part of the earth, where I saw a deep valley burning with fire. They brought monarchs and the powerful and threw them in this valley.
 
   There my eyes saw how they made instruments for them, iron chains of immeasurable weight. Then I asked the angel of peace, who went with me, “For whom are these chain instruments being prepared?”
 
   He replied, “These are being prepared for the hosts of Azazel, so that they may take them and throw them into the lowest part of the abyss, and cover their jaws with rough stones, as the Lord of spirits commanded. Michael, Gabriel, Raphael, and Phanuel will take hold of them on that great day and will throw them into a furnace of blazing fire, so that the Lord of spirits may take vengeance on them for their crimes, because they became servants of the adversary, and led astray those who live on earth.
 
    
 
   55:1-4.
 
   Afterwards the Ancient of Days changed his mind, and said, “I have destroyed all the inhabitants of the earth for no purpose!”
 
   And he swore by his great name, “From now on I will not act like this to all the inhabitants of the earth. But I will place a sign in the heavens, and it will be a guarantee of good faith between me and them forever, as long as the days of heaven and earth last on the earth. This will be in agreement with my command. When I wish to seize them, by the hands of angels, in the day of trouble and pain, I will certainly cause my anger and my rebuke to stay on them,” says the Lord, the Lord of spirits. “You powerful kings who live on the earth, you will see my chosen one sitting on my splendid throne. And he will judge Azazel, all his associates, and all his hosts, in the name of the Lord of spirits.”
 
   69:1-29.
 
   “After this judgment they will be terrified and shaken, because they have shown this to the inhabitants of the earth.” 
 
   Here are the names of those angels! The first of them is Semjaza, the second, Artiqifa, the third, Armen, the fourth, Kokabel, the fifth, Turael, the sixth, Rumjal, the seventh, Danjal, the eighth, Nuqael, the ninth, Baraqel, the tenth, Azazel, the eleventh, Armaros, the twelfth, Batarjal, the thirteenth, Busasajel, the fourteenth, Hananel, the fifteenth, Turel, the sixteenth, Simapesiel, the seventeenth, Yetarel, the eighteenth, Tumael, the nineteenth, Turel, the twentieth, Rumael, the twenty-first, Azazel. These are the chiefs of their angels, and the names of the leaders of their hundreds, and the leaders of their fifties, and the leaders of their tens.
 
   The name of the first is Jeqon. He was the one who led all the sacred associates of God astray and brought them down to earth, and led them astray with humans. The name of the second is Asbeel. He suggested an evil plan to the sacred associates of God, so that they defiled their bodies with humans. The name of the third is Gadreel. He showed every deadly blow to the humans. He led Eve astray, and showed the humans the weapons of death, the coat of mail, the shield, and the sword for killing, every deadly weapon he showed to the humans. Because of him they have proceeded against the inhabitants of the earth for ever and ever.
 
   The name of the fourth is Penemue. He showed humans bitterness and sweetness, and showed them all the secrets of their wisdom. He taught humans writing with ink and paper, and through that, numerous have gone astray through every time of the world, even to this day. For humans were not born for this, to confirm their faith with pen and ink. For humans were created just like the angels, so that they would stay just and pure, and death, which destroys everything, would not have touched them. But they perish  because of this knowledge, and death consumes them through this power.
 
   The name of the fifth is Kasdeja. He showed the humans every wicked strike of spirits and of demons, the strike at the embryo in the womb, to miscarry it, the strike of the spirit by the bite of the serpent, and the strike which is given in the midday by the offspring of the serpent, the name of which is Tabaaet. 
 
   This is the task of Kasbeel, the chief of the oath which he showed to the sacred ones when he lived in splendor. His name is Biqa. He told sacred Michael to show him the secret name, so that they might say it in the oath, so that those who showed every secret thing to the humans would shake at that name and oath. This is the power of that oath, for it is powerful and strong. He placed this oath Akae in the charge of the sacred Michael.
 
   In the Hebrew Bible / Old Testament, the name Azazel is mistranslated as “scapegoat” by several Bible versions, a mistranslation started by Tyndale’s 16th century English translation and followed by such versions as the King James Version and the New International Version. It is translated correctly as “Azazel” in, for example, the Revised Standard Version, the New Revised Standard Version, English Standard Version and the New English Translation Bibles. Tyndale misread the Hebrew word to mean “escaped goat” and coined the word “scapegoat.”
 
   The name Azazel occurs 3 times in the Old Testament /Hebrew Bible, in Leviticus 16: 8, 10, 26. The context is that on Yom Kippur, the Day of Atonement, the high priest performed the set sacrifices for himself and his family then presented the victims for the sins of the people. These were a ram for the burnt offering, and two young goats for the sin-offering. The high priest brought the goats before Yahweh at the door of the tabernacle, and cast lots for them, one lot “for Yahweh” and the other lot “for Azazel.” The goat that fell by lot to Yahweh was killed as a sin-offering for the people. The high priest laid his hands on the head of the goat that fell by lot to Azazel and confessed the sins of the people over it. The goat was then handed over to a man who led it to an isolated region and let it go in the wilderness to Azazel.
 
 
   Leviticus 16:6:  “Aaron will offer the bull as a sin offering for himself and shall make atonement for himself and for his family. 7 Then he will take the two goats and set them before the Lord at the entrance of the tent of meeting. 8 And Aaron will cast lots over the two goats, one lot for the Lord and the other lot for Azazel.  9 And Aaron will present the goat on which the lot fell for the Lord and use it as a sin offering, 10 but the goat on which the lot fell for Azazel will be presented alive before the Lord to make atonement over it, and it will be sent away into the wilderness to Azazel. ….
 
   26 And he who lets the goat go to Azazel will wash his clothes and bathe his body in water, and then afterwards he may come back into the camp.”
 
    
 
   The 13th century Nahmanides’ (Rabbi Moses ben Nachman’s) commentary on Leviticus 26:8 states that Azazel belongs to the class of se’irim, hairy goat like demons. This follows Rabbi Abraham ibn Ezra’s commentary although Ibn Ezra did not state this explicitly. Isaiah 34:15 states, “The wild animals of the desert will meet with the howlers, and the hairy goat demon (se’irim) will cry to its fellow. Lilith will settle there and find for herself a resting place.” Isaiah 13:21 states, “But the desert dwellers will recline there, and their dwellings will be full of howling creatures, and female unclean birds (29) will live there, and hairy goat demons (se’irim) will dance there.”
 
    
 
   2 Chronicles 11:15 states, “And he appointed his own priests for the high places, and for the hairy goat demons (se’irim), and for the calf idols which he had made.”
 
   In the 1st to 2nd century Jewish text (30) the Apocalypse of Abraham, Azazel is portrayed as an unclean bird which came down upon the sacrifice prepared by Abraham. (31) It describes Azazel as an evil spirit, a liar, and as an entity that brings troubles to humans who live wickedly. (32) The Apocalypse of Abraham states that the wicked will decay in the belly of the cunning worm Azazel, and be burned by the fire of Azazel’s tongue.” (33) Azazel’s appearance is described as a dragon with hands and feet like a human’s, and having six wings on the right and six wings on the left of his back.” (34) God is said to share the earth with Azazel. (35) 
 
   Islam tradition holds Azazel as one of the Jinn. Jinn (or Djinn) are Arabian spiritual beings who are shape shifters, evil spirits, and treacherous spirits who can create illusions. They are creatures of flame and were created from smokeless fire and the searing wind. There are many different kinds of Jinn. Jinn are considered to be the cause of shooting stars, whirlwinds, and sandstorms. They prefer to live in desolate places.
 
   In Islamic tradition, Azazel is identified with Iblis (Eblis). (36) The Qur’an states that when the angels were told to submit to Adam they did, but Iblis refused and was arrogant. (37) It also states that Iblis said Allah created him out of fire while humans were created out of clay, and that Allah banished him. (38) 
 
   This is an excerpt from the Islamic Twenty-first Discourse On Addressing Iblis the Accursed: “The Shaikh (may Allah be well pleased with him, and may He grant him contentment) said: I saw Iblis in a dream, where I was in the midst of a big crowd. I was on the point of killing him, when he said to me (may Allah curse him): 'Why are you going to kill me? What is my offense? If evil is entailed by destiny, I am powerless to change it and transform it into good, and if good is so entailed I cannot change it and transform it into evil. So what do I control?’
 
   “Hermaphroditic in appearance, he was soft-spoken, with distorted features, wisps of hair on his chin, misshapen and deformed. When he smiled at me, the smile was bashful and apprehensive.
 
    “This happened on the night of Sunday, 12th of Dhu’l-Hijja in the year 516 [of the Hijra].
 
   “Allah is the Guide to all that is good!” (39)
 
   


 
   
  
 




 
    
 
   Chapter 7. The Bible’s Pagan Gods, and Harmful Angels.
 
    
 
   Molech. 
 
   Molech was an Ammonite god to whom some Israelites sacrificed their children in the valley of Hinnon.
 
    
 
   Baal.
 
   Baal as an entity is throughout the Hebrew Bible/Old Testament. We know that altars were erected to Baal and incense was burned to him. (Jeremiah 11:13, 17; 32:29.)
 
    
 
   Astarte.
 
   Judges 2:13. The NSRV Bible translates, “They abandoned the LORD, and worshiped Baal and the Astartes.”
 
   Some versions have “Astheroth” which is the Hebrew name for the plural form of the English “Ashtar.” The Ashtars were local versions of the goddess Astarte.
 
    
 
   Lilith.
 
   Isaiah 34:15 states, “The wild animals of the desert will meet with the howlers, and the hairy goat demon (se’irim) will cry to its fellow. Lilith will settle there and find for herself a resting place.” (41) 
 
   The Hebrew word Lilith is the name of a female goddess known as a night demon who haunts the desolate places of Edom. Gesenius’s Lexicon states, “a nocturnal specter, which had according to the rabbins, the form of beautiful woman, and lay wait for children by night.”
 
   However, for some reason nearly all the Bible versions wipe out this reference to the supernatural being and for some reason substitute words such as “screech owl,” “hawk,” “vulture,” “falcon.” Most have also removed the reference to the hairy goat demon, and substituted words such as “owls” or “snake.” However, here the King James Version has “satyr.”
 
    
 
   Belial.
 
   There is NO entity in the Bible called “Belial.” There appears to be, simply due to a KJV translation error, and the word is not found in nearly all other Bible versions.
 
   Deuteronomy 13:13.
 
   As mentioned earlier, the King James Version makes a translation error, and has, “[Certain] men, the children of Belial, are gone out from among you, and have withdrawn the inhabitants of their city, saying, Let us go and serve other gods, which ye have not known.” 
 
   Here, for example, are the translations of the major Bible versions for the words translated by the King James Version as “sons of Belial”:
 
   New King James:  corrupt men
 
   New Living Translation: worthless rabble
 
   New Revised Standard Version: scoundrels
 
   New American Bible: scoundrels
 
   New English Translation:  evil people
 
   New International Version:  wicked men
 
   English Standard Version: certain worthless fellows
 
   New American Standard Bible:  some worthless men
 
   Revised Standard Version: certain base fellows 
 
   Contemporary English Version:  worthless people
 
    
 
   Deuteronomy 15:9.
 
   The New International Version has, “Be careful not to harbour this wicked (belial) thought.”
 
    
 
   Judges 19:22 and Judges 20:13.
 
   The King James Version again has “sons of Belial” but the other versions on the whole have “wicked men,” “worthless fellows.”
 
    
 
   1 Samuel 1:16.
 
   Again, the King James Version has “daughter of Belial” but the other versions have “wicked woman,” “worthless woman.”
 
    
 
   1 Samuel 2:12 and 1 Samuel 10:27.
 
   The King James Version again has “sons of Belial” but the other versions on the whole have “wicked men,” “worthless fellows.”
 
    
 
   1 Samuel 25:17 and 25.
 
   The King James Version has “man of Belial” but other Bibles have “wicked man,” “worthless man.”
 
    
 
   1 Samuel 30:22.
 
   The King James Version again has “sons of Belial” but the other versions on the whole have “wicked men,” “worthless fellows.”
 
    
 
   1 Kings 21:10, 1 Kings 21:13 and 2 Chronicles 13:7.
 
   The King James Version has “sons of Belial” but the other versions on the whole have “wicked men,” “worthless fellows.”
 
    
 
   Job 34:18.
 
   The King James Version (for once!) has “wicked” and other versions have “wicked” or “worthless.”
 
    
 
   Psalm 18:4. (The Source Bible)
 
   The ropes of death overcame me,
the currents of emptiness (belial) overwhelmed me.
 
    
 
   Psalm 41:8. (The Source Bible)
 
   They say, “A worthless thing (belial, here meaning a dreadful disease) is poured out on him, and he will never get up from the place where he lies.”
 
    
 
   Psalm 101:3. (The Source Bible)
 
   I will not set anything worthless (belial) before my eyes.
 
   I hate the actions of those who have second thoughts,
 
   such do not cling to me.
 
    
 
   The remaining instances of belial are Proverbs 6:19, Proverbs 16:27, Proverbs 19:28, Nahum 1:11 and Nahum 1:15, where it is variously translated as “naughty man,” “ungodly man,” “ungodly witness,” “wicked counselor,” and “the wicked.”
 
    
 
   Mammon.
 
   Mammon was a common Hebrew word in the Second Temple Period. It appears in Ben Sira (Ecclesiastes) 31:11 and in the Mishnaic Hebrew of first century Jewish teachers.  Contemporary Jewish commentary interpreted the word as “wealth,” as did the Qumran writings. Some commentaries wrongly state that it is an Aramaic word exclusively or that Mammon was the Syrian demon-god of greed or at the least the personification thereof. (41) 
 
    
 
   The Destroyer.
 
   I mentioned that Abaddon and Apollyon (both mean “destroyer”) appear in the book of Revelation as angels of God. The Destroyer also appears in the Hebrew Bible / Old Testament, and again is sent by God.
 
   The NET Bible translates Exodus 12:23 as, “For the Lord will pass through to strike Egypt, and when he sees the blood on the top of the doorframe and the two side posts, then the Lord will pass over the door, and he will not permit the destroyer to enter your houses to strike you.”
 
   Ezekiel 9 is about God ordering idol worshippers to be wiped out, and seven heavenly destroyers are used to carry out this gruesome command.
 
   The following are two accounts of the same occurrence.
 
   2 Samuel 24:15-16.
 
   The NET Bible translates, “So the Lord sent a plague through Israel from the morning until the completion of the appointed time. Seventy thousand men died from Dan to Beer Sheba.
 
   “When the angel extended his hand to destroy Jerusalem, the Lord relented from his judgment. He told the angel who was killing the people, ‘That’s enough! Stop now!’ (Now the Lord’s angel was near the threshing floor of Araunah the Jebusite.)”
 
    
 
   1 Chronicles 21:15-16.
 
   The NASB translates, “And God sent an angel to Jerusalem to destroy it; but as he was about to destroy it, the LORD saw and was sorry over the calamity, and said to the destroying angel, ‘It is enough; now relax your hand.’ And the angel of the LORD was standing by the threshing floor of Ornan the Jebusite.
 
   “Then David lifted up his eyes and saw the angel of the LORD standing between earth and heaven, with his drawn sword in his hand stretched out over Jerusalem. Then David and the elders, covered with sackcloth, fell on their faces.”
 
   The reason is that David has conducted a census on the people. Here are two accounts of the same occurrence. There are strict rules for a census set down in Exodus 30:11-16.
 
    
 
   2 Samuel 24:1.
 
   The NIV translates, “Again the anger of the LORD burned against Israel, and he incited David against them, saying, ‘Go and take a census of Israel and Judah.’”
 
    
 
   1 Chronicles 21:1.
 
   The NET Bible translates, “An adversary opposed Israel, inciting David to count how many warriors Israel had.”
 
   The NET notes rightly point out that there is no definite article here, so the term is understood as “an adversary” and not as a name.
 
    
 
   The Elemental Spirits.
 
   Galatians 4:3 says, “In the same way we too, as under the legal age, were enslaved by the elemental spirits of the world.”
 
   The word for “elemental spirits” is stoikheion. (42) These appear to be spirits of the physical elements, and appear this way in 2 Enoch 16:7 where they are mentioned along with angels.
 
   The 1st c. BCE Testament of Solomon 18:1-5 states, “Then I ordered another demon to appear before me. There came to me 36 stoikheia, their heads like formless dogs. Among them were those in human form, or bull form, or dragon form, with faces like birds, or wild animals, or the sphinx. When I, Solomon, saw these beings, I asked them, ‘Who are you?’ Together, answering with one voice, they said, “We are the 36 stoikheia, the kosmokrators that inherit this darkness.” 
 
    
 
   Kosmokrators.
 
   Kosmokrator occurs in Ephesians 6:12. 
 
   10-12 Finally, be empowered by the Lord and by the mighty forcefulness of the Lord’s strength. 11 Put on the suit of armor of God so you can stand firm against the schemes of the adversary, 12 because it is not flesh and blood that we wrestle to the ground and pin down. Rather, it is governments, (43) authorities, (44) a powerful class of demon-gods (kosmokrators) that inhabit this darkness, and evil spirit entities (45) - these are in the heavenly places.
 
   The kosmokrator category of powers is far more than just a ruler. Supreme or very high-up pagan gods were often referred to as kosmokrator: for example, Zeus, Sarapis, Helios, and the Ephesian Artemis (not be confused with the Greek Artemis). One magical text names Sarapis as 
 
   “Lord, glorious one, kosmokrator, of ten thousand names, greatest, nourisher, apportioner.” (46) Kosmokrator was also a title which could named in conjuring demons in the pagan magical texts.
 
   It used to be thought that the powers in Colossians 1:16 were evil. Here is the passage:
 
   1 Colossians 15-16.
 
    "He is the portrait of the invisible God, the firstborn of the whole creation. This is because all things were created by him – things that are in the heavenly places and things that are on the earth, things that are visible and invisible, things that are seats of power, realms of power or governments or authorities. All these have been created by him and for him."
 
   However nothing suggests that the rulers and principalities in every New Testament reference are demonic. Scholar W. Carr in 1981 demonstrated that the understanding of these powers as demonic is post-Pauline. (47) Here the Greek in no way suggests that these powers are demonic.
 
    
 
   


 
   
  
 




 
    
 
   Chapter 8. The Serpent in the Garden of Eden.
 
    
 
   There is nothing in Genesis to identify the serpent in the Garden of Eden with a chief evil presence “Satan.” In fact, Genesis 3:1 says that the serpent was cleverer than all the other animals of the field that God had made. The Book of Jubilees 3:28 says that all the animals in the field at that point were able to speak.
 
   Here is the Book of Enoch’s account of Gadreel, the one said to deceive Eve in the Garden of Eden. (48) 
 
   “The name of the first is Jeqon. He was the one who led all the sacred associates of God astray and brought them down to earth, and led them astray with humans. The name of the second is Asbeel. He suggested an evil plan to the sacred associates of God, so that they defiled their bodies with humans. The name of the third is Gadreel. He showed every deadly blow to the humans. He led Eve astray, and showed the humans the weapons of death, the coat of mail, the shield, and the sword for killing, every deadly weapon he showed to the humans. Because of him they have proceeded against the inhabitants of the earth for ever and ever.”
 
   Let us look at serpents in the Bible. Job 41 describes the dragon Leviathan as huge, fierce, with scales on its back, states that it breathes fire and smoke, and that arrows and clubs have no effect on it, and that it stirs up the sea when it moves. Job 31 also states that there is no other creature like it on earth. Psalm 71:14 says, “You crushed the heads of Leviathan.” The Ugaritic texts have the dragon with 7 heads defeated by the god Baal and by the goddess Anat. (49) Psalm 71:13 states, “You broke the heads of the dragon in the water.” The dragon is named “Rahab” (proud one) in Isaiah 51:9 and Job 26:12. Isaiah 27:1 and Job 26:13 describe the dragon as “squirming.” Job 41:19-21 states that the dragon breathed fire and smoke.
 
   By the way, the Bible does not say that Adam and Eve ate an apple – the identity of the fruit is not mentioned – this is another Christian myth based on John Milton’s Paradise Lost. In the same way, the snake is not named in the Bible, although Paradise Lost does name the snake as “Satan.” In the Bible, the snake is not identified with any evil entity but is described as an animal of the field that God had made. Revelation does call the adversary an ancient snake, but this is not evidence that this ancient snake appeared in the Garden of Eden. And even if the two are one and the same, we still do not have the name of the snake.
 
   


 
   
  
 




 
    
 
    
 
   Chapter 9. Is Satan (or any entity) in charge of Hell.
 
    
 
   The Christian view of Hell ruled by “Satan” and demons has no foundation in the Bible whatsoever (although it does say wicked spirits will end up in Tartarus, but as victims not rulers). However, the Christian view of hell does correspond with the fictitious work of John Milton’s Paradise Lost written in 1667. The beginning of Paradise Lost features the fallen angels along with their leader Satan waking up in Hell after having been defeated in the war in heaven. Milton depicts Hell as the residence of the demons.
 
   In Paradise Lost, Satan organizes his followers and is helped by his lieutenants named Mammon and Beelzebub. We are also told that Belial and Molech are there. Sound familiar?
 
   The place of the afterlife for both the good and the bad in the Hebrew Bible / Old Testament was Sheol. Enoch also speaks of Sheol as a place where the unjust and just end up in the afterlife. Enoch says that in Sheol, good, happiness, and honor are prepared for the just but there is torment for the most wicked.
 
   Basically, the Hebrew Bible / Old Testament speaks of Sheol simply as a place of afterlife. Psalm 139:8 says, “If I were to ascend to heaven, you would be there. If I were to lie in Sheol, you would be there.” Sheol is also used as a term to express the end of life, that is, death.
 
   Jewish thought does not see Sheol as a place of punishment inhabited by a leader of demons. This view is specifically that of later times Christianity.
 
   The ancient Greeks considered Hades to be the underworld, full of ghosts or wraiths of people who had died. Homer’s Odyssey speaks of Odysseus raising spirits from Hades and notes that these spirits could be strengthened when they drank blood. It also speaks of people continuing their earthly ways – for example, a person who was a hunter in life was still hunting. It was spoken of as an eerie place, but not a place of punishment like Tartarus. 
 
   Hades is commonly translated as “Hell” in most Bible versions, as are “Gehenna” and “Tartarus,” yet to the Greeks, they were separate places. Tartarus was the lowest region of the underworld, said to be as far below Hades as the earth is under the sky. Tartarus was the place where the very wicked were punished, and was where the Watchers were thrown according to both the Bible and the Book of Enoch.
 
   Tartarus was the depths of the underworld, far below Hades. In fact, the Greeks believed Hades was midway between heaven and Tartarus. (50) Matthew 25:41 says, “Then he will say to those on the left side, ‘Get out of my sight, you doubly cursed ones! Off you go, into the permanent fire prepared for the diabolos (the slanderer-liar) and his messengers!”
 
   2 Peter 2:4 talks about the punishment of the Watchers:
 
   “God didn’t spare the Messengers who sinned but handed them over to Tartarus in ropes in the underworld’s gloom where they are firmly held for judgment.”
 
   Jude 6 and 7 also speaks of the punishment of the Watchers, and speaks of eternal fire:
 
   6 And as for the Messengers who did not uphold their own office but deserted their own places, he has held them firmly in eternal ropes down in the gloom, waiting for the Judgment of the Great Day. 7 Just like these, Sodom and Gomorrah as well as the surrounding cities, which in a similar way committed porneia and went after different flesh, serve as an example of those who undergo punishment in the eternal fire.”
 
   It is Tartarus which is described as a place of punishment and eternal fire, not Hades, and remember they were different places. The Bible only mentions Tartarus in connection with the Watchers, the Nephilim, angels and demons, not humans. At no point does the Bible say any evil entity is in charge of Tartarus, and at no point are any demons said to live happily in Tartarus. By the way, the Book of Enoch 20:1-8 states that Uriel, one of the sacred angels, an archangel, is in charge of Tartarus. Uriel is always depicted as a good angel.
 
   Gehenna (Valley of Hinnon) was a real place on earth. It was the Jerusalem rubbish dump, and was just outside the city. Smoke went up from it at all times as the rubbish was burning continually. It was full of maggots, and the bodies of the worst criminals were thrown there. Josiah used it for the burning of offal. It used to be the site of child sacrifice to Molech.
 
   Most Bible versions translate in such a way to suggest that someone will go to hell for eternity. However, the word aionios, while it can mean “eternity,” usually means “for a set period of time.” (51) “Forever” is often the later use. (52) In the Old Testament it was used, for example, to describe the term of Israel’s possession of Canaan (Genesis 17:8; 48:4) and the term of Aaron’s priesthood (Numbers 
 
   25:13). The word kolasis, (53) “correction,” “rehabilitation,” (usually rendered in the New Testament as “punishment” which more properly is timoria) was originally a gardening term, used for pruning trees. The Greek writers used kolasis to refer to rehabilitation, to the correction of wrongdoers so that they would not do wrong again. Generally timoria refers to retributive punishment and kolasis to remedial discipline. Clement of Alexandria (Stromateis 4.25; 7.16) defines kolasis as discipline and timoria as the return of evil for evil. Aulus Gellius (The Attic Nights 7.14) states that kolasis is given so that a person may be corrected, while timoria is given so that dignity and authority may be vindicated. Aristotle (Rhetoric 1.10) states that kolasis is for the sake of the one who experiences it, while timoria is for the sake of the one who inflicts it. Plato uses kolasis in the sense that one punishes (kolasis) a wrongdoer so that the wrongdoer will not commit wrong again (Protagoras 323B). 
 
   Nowhere in the Bible does it mention any evil, bad or opposing entity in charge of Sheol, Hades, Gehenna, or Tartarus. Nowhere in the Bible does it say that any place of the afterlife is the living place of demons. This common belief of Christianity has no foundation whatsoever, nor any mention, in the Bible.
 
   


 
   
  
 




 
    
 
    
 
   Chapter 10. Endnotes.
 
    
 
   1. And any other English Bible version that followed the same translation error as the King James Version.
 
   2. See above.
 
   3. CD 1:13-20.
 
   4. CD 5:18 says that “the Prince of Light raised up Moses but the evil one Beliar stirred up opposition to Moses amongst his own people.” CD 4:13 states that God has unleashed Beliar against Israel.
 
   5. CD 5:18.
 
   6. CD 4:13.
 
   7. Elaine Pagels, The Origin of Satan: How Christians Demonized Jews, Pagans, and Heretics, Vintage, 1996, pp. 57-58. The Essenes call Israel’s enemy the kittim. Pagels sees the kittim as a coded epithet for the Romans and states that they are far more bitter towards their fellow Israelites who “belong to the assembly of Beliar.”
 
   8. Pliny the Elder, Natural History, V, XV.
 
   9. Philo, Every Good Person is Free, 75.
 
   10. Pagels, op. cit, p. 57.
 
   11. Ibid., p 34.
 
   12. 1 QM 19:10-12.
 
   13. Pagels, op. cit, p. 59.
 
   14. Josephus, The Wars of the Jews, 2.139–142.
 
   15. CD 16.2.
 
   16. Boyce, Mary, “A History of Zoroastrianism,” Handbuch der Orientalistik, ed. B. Spuler, I.8.1.2, Leiden, Vol. I, The early period, 1975; Vol II, Under the Achaemenians, E. J. Brill.1982.; James H. Charlesworth (Author, Editor), The Bible and the Dead Sea Scrolls: Vol 2: The Dead Sea Scrolls and the Qumran Community, Baylor University Press, 2006.
 
   17. Ahura Mazda was to do this after three saviors arrived at 1,000 year intervals.
 
   18. Peirazo means to put through an ordeal, to harass, not to tempt. Peirasmos, “tribulation,” “oppression,” commonly appears in New Testament translations as “temptation”. Note however, Revelation 3:10 where both words appear, and both words commonly appear in most New Testament translations as “tribulation” and “trial” respectively, not “temptation” and “tempt.” Peirazo has no documentary attestation in Moulton and Milligan, but does in Spicq. He peira is an ordeal, an attempt on or against someone, a means of attacking, cf. Soph. Aj. 2, Aesch. Theb. 499. To attempt an action at sea, Thuc. 7.71. An attempt, enterprise, Thuc. 3.20, Aesch. Pers. 719, Soph. Aj. 290: from this comes the word peirates, a pirate.
 
   19. See P.Par. 45.6.
 
   20. IGCB 15 (Corinth IV/V). A similar epitaph from Corinth has the same wording, IGCB 16.
 
   21. R. H. Charles, The Assumption of Moses : translated from the Latin sixth century ms., the unemended text of which is published herewith, together with the text in its restored and critically emended form. (1897), London: A. and C. Black.
 
   22. An Aramaic text reads “Watchers,” Cf. J.T. Milik, Aramaic Fragments of Qumran Cave 4, Oxford, Clarendon Press, 1976, p. 167. Daniel 4:17 mentions a “Watcher.” Nebuchadnezzar tells Daniel that he saw in a vision or dream a “sacred Watcher” who appeared to him and made an announcement. In the vision the Watcher concluded, “This announcement is by the decree of the Watchers, this command is by the word of the sacred ones, so that those who are alive may understand that the Supreme has authority over the human kingdoms, and he gives it to whomever he wishes. He sets up even the lowest ranked human beings over them.” (From The Source Bible.) The Septuagint (Greek Old Testament) translates the word for “Watcher” as “angel.” However, Theodotion (c. 200 A.D.), the Jewish scholar who made a translation of the Hebrew Bible into Greek, transliterates the word. That is, he simply put it into Greek letters without attempting to translate it, as one does with names.
 
   23. Or, “On Ardis.”
 
   24. “Herem” was the practice of sanctification by total obliteration carried out against certain peoples, such as Jericho, by God’s command, around the time of Joshua. See Joshua 6:17-19.
 
   25. The Aramaic texts have an earlier catalog of the Watchers’ names: Semihazah, Artqoph, Ramtel, Kokabel, Ramel, Danieal, Zeqiel, Baraqel, Asael, Hermoni, Matarel, Ananel, Stawel, Samsiel, Sahriel, Tummiel, Turiel, Yomiel, and Yhaddiel, cf. Milik, opt .cit., p. 151.
 
   26. Here the Greek texts differ from the Ethiopic. One Greek manuscript adds to this section, “And the women bore to the Watchers three races: first, the great giants who brought forth the Nephilim, and the Nephilim brought forth the Elioud. And they existed and their power and greatness increased.”
 
   27. Or, “and to eat their flesh one after another.”
 
   28. That is, Noah.
 
   29. Meaning unclear.
 
   30. Originally Jewish, but preserved today only in Slavonic.
 
   31. See also Genesis 15:11: “Birds of prey came down on the carcasses, and Abram drove them away.”
 
   32. Apocalypse of Abraham 13:4-9.
 
   33. Apocalypse of Abraham 31:5.
 
   34. Apocalypse of Abraham 23:7.
 
   35. Apocalypse of Abraham 20:5.
 
   36. J. Knappert, Islamic Legends: Histories of the Heroes, Saints and Prophets of Islam (Leiden: E.J. Brill, 1985), 31-3.
 
   37. Qur’an, Surah 2:35.
 
   38. Qur’an, Surah 7:13-19. See also Surah 15:31-48, 17:61-65, 18:50, 20:116-123, 38:71-85.
 
   39. Abd al-Qadir al-Jilani, Revelations of the unseen : Futuh al-Ghaib. A collection of seventy-eight discourses, Abd al-Qadir al-Jilani, translated from the Arabic by Muhtar Holland, Houston, Texas, Al-Baz Publishing, 1992.
 
   40. The Source Bible.
 
   41. Such interpretations appear in The Catholic Encyclopedia, Vol IX, New York 1910; C. Padjen, “Mammon,” Dept. Theology, University of Notre Dame, 1997; A.L. Munroe, “Money, Mammon and Wealth,” Paper presented at the Faith-Learning Institute, Cedarville College, (Cedarville, OH, 1995).
 
   42. For the meaning “elemental spirits”, see also Aris. Pol. 1. 9, 12. The use of stoikheion is thoroughly summed up by Joseph Blinzler, “Lexikalisches zu dem Terminus ta stoixeia tou kosmou,” Studorium Paulinorum Congressus Internationalis Catholicus II, Rome: Pontifical Biblical Institute, 1963, 429-43. Blinzler suggests the following semantic range: a. Letters, characters; b. The alphabet. (For this use see Clement of Alexandria, who commenting on Psalm 18:2 said, “the sensible types are the alphabet, stoikheia, we pronounce. Hence the Lord himself is called the Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the end’”. [Strom. 6:141.6-7]); c. The foundation or principles of a science or institution. d. The rudiments or initial basis for something; e. The physical elements (such as earth, air, fire, water). (For this use see Philo, Vit.Cont. 3-4; PGM XVII 15.); f. Fundamentals; g. The planet and stars. (see 2 Enoch 12;1); h. Spirits of the physical elements, star-spirits (For this use see 2 Enoch 16:7; PGM IV.1126-35; Vattius Valens 7.5); i. Demons, spirits. (Jews and pagans used stoikheion, in this sense in the first century AD.)
 
   For further reading, see discussion in Clinton E. Arnold, “Hostile Powers: the Problem of the Stoicheia,” The Colossian Syncretism: the Interface between Christianity and Folk Belief at Colosse, Grand Rapids, 1996, Ch. 6.
 
   43. Arkhe can mean “beginning”, “origin”, as in the wordplay in Rev. 22:13, “I am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end.” Greek magical texts, especially those of the Orphic religion, linked arkhe and telos, beginning and end. Arkhe refers to the first place or first power, sovereignty, dominion, empire, realm, principality, supreme power. In the plural, as in verse 12, arkhai means “the governments.”
 
   44. Exousia, a common Greek word which referred to “the authorities,” any authorities in general. The corresponding verb was commonly used in someone having or granting authority over a property.
 
   45. Not “spirits.” The Greek is either “Evil spiritual entities/forces” or “spiritual entities/forces which constitute evil.” Possessive or epexegetic genitive.
 
   46. PGM XIII, 637ff.
 
   47. W. Carr, Angels and Principalities (SNTSMS 42, Cambridge, 1981), pp. 152, 176-7.
 
   48. 1 Enoch 69:1-29.
 
   49. KTU2 1.3 3 38-39 and KTU2 1.5 I 1-3.
 
   50. See Aeschylus, Prometheus Bound, 152-6: “Would that he had hurled me underneath the earth and underneath the House of Hades, host to the dead – yes, down to limitless Tartarus, yes, though he bound me cruelly in chains breakable.” (Trans. David Grene.)
 
   51. For example, TAM 2 (1944) 910
 
   52. For example, SEG 853, typical acclamation for an Emperor. For ek tou aionos, “since the world began,” see P.Oxy. 42.  Note also its meaning “life,” e.g. P.Oxy.1.33, “led off to death (i.e. from life).”
 
   53. See discussion on the definition of kolasis as rehabilitation and timoria as punishment in W. Barclay, The Plain Man looks at the Apostles’ Creed, London, George Allen & Unwin, 1987, pp. 225-7, and in C. Walsh, The Problem of Hell: Is the existence of hell compossible with the existence of God? Thesis, Honours in Philosophy, Adelaide, Australia: University of Adelaide, 1996, pp. 1-4, 31-33. Both kolasis and timoria appear in P.Coll.Youtie 1 30 (198/9): timoria, as “punishment” (with eskhatos, capital punishment), and kolasis in a more general sense.
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   Dr A. Nyland is also the translator of 
 
    
 
   Books of Enoch: New Translation with Extensive Commentary (First Book of Enoch, Second Book of Enoch, Third Book of Enoch).
 
   1 Enoch tells of the Watchers, a class of angel, who taught humans weapons, spell potions, root cuttings, astrology, astronomy, and alchemies. The Watchers also slept with human women and produced the Nephilim. For this, they were imprisoned and cast into Tartarus. This is also mentioned in the New Testament. In 2 Enoch, two angels take Enoch through the 7 heavens. This contains the extended version of 2 Enoch, The Exaltation of Melchizedek. In 3 Enoch, Enoch ascends to heaven and is transformed into the angel Metatron. This is about the Merkabah and is of interest to Kabbalists.
 
    
 
    
 
   The Book of Jubilees
 
   This is a new (2011) easy-to-read translation and not one of the many century-old public domain translations. The Book of Jubilees contains information additional to Genesis and early Exodus, and is the account from creation to the early times of Moses. The Book of Jubilees claims to be told to Moses by angels when he was on Mount Sinai. One of the Dead Sea Scrolls, The Damascus Document, states that the Book of Jubilees reveals divine secrets "to which Israel has turned a blind eye." The Essenes, a Jewish sect who lived from the 2nd century BCE to the 1st century ACE, coveted the Book of Jubilees and kept it in their library. Jubilees are seven "year-weeks," a year-week being a period of seven years, so a jubilee is 49 years.
 
    
 
   Bestselling author and translator Dr. A. Nyland is also the author of:
 
    
 
   Angels, Archangels and Angel Categories: What the Ancients Said
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Are you tired of reading conflicting reports about angels? Do you read about angels only to discover that the author relied on fiction works and not ancient sources? In this easy to read book, Dr. Nyland looks at actual ancient sources about angels, archangels, and angel categories such as cherubim, seraphim, the Watchers, the "sons of God," and the Nephilim. If you want to get the facts about angels, this book is for you.
Dr. A. Nyland is an ancient language scholar and historian who served as faculty at the University of New England, Australia. Dr Nyland is also the translator of "The Complete Books of Enoch," "The Source New Testament with Extensive Notes on Greek Word Meaning," the ancient Hittite "Kikkuli Text," and "The Psalms: Translation with Notes" and the author of "Satan: Fiction Not Fact. Evidence from the Bible," among others. Dr. Nyland has a research interest in angels and demons.


Fallen Angels, Watchers, Giants, Nephilim and Evil
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This is an easy-to-read book suited to anyone with an interest in angelology and demonology, but has full scholarly notes to primary sources. Watchers were a class of angel who came to earth and taught weapons, spell potions, root cuttings, astrology, astronomy and alchemies to the humans living on earth. Some of the Watchers slept with human women. For this they were thrown into Tartarus. Nephilim were the progeny of the Watchers and the human women. Greek mythology speaks of gigantes being thrown into Tartarus. Gigantes is the word which the Septuagint (the ancient Greek translation of the Hebrew Bible dated to the 3rd to 2nd centuries BCE) uses to translate the Hebrew word "Nephilim," and is translated into English as "Giants."
Idioms such as the mistranslation "sons of God," which have rightly confused those who have no knowledge of ancient languages, are explained fully. The book avoids theological pontificating and ramblings, and adheres instead to actual evidence.
 
    
 
    
 
   Best selling author and translator Dr. A. Nyland is also the translator of 
 
    
 
   The Source New Testament with Extensive Notes on Greek Word Meaning
 
   The Source New Testament with Extensive Notes on Greek Word Meaning contains abundant and detailed documentation for the meaning of hundreds of Greek words which appear in the New Testament. The Source is the only New Testament translation based on word meaning evidence from the recently discovered papyri and inscriptions. For centuries, translators had to guess the meaning of hundreds of New Testament words. After 1976, huge numbers of papyri and inscriptions were discovered containing these words in everyday documentation thus revealing their meaning. The Source is the only New Testament translation by a Classical Greek scholar (rather than theologian) and not financed or translated by a committee of a specific denomination.
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