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BEING THE T RANSACTIONS or THE
Lodge Quatuor Coronati 'of AF. & AM., London.

VOLUME III

FRIDAY, 38rd JANUARY, 1890.

HE Lodge met at Freemasons’ Hall at 5 p.m. Present—Bros. Lieut.-Col. 8. C. Pratt,
W.M.; W.M. Bywater, P.G.8.B,, S.W.; Prof. T. Hayter Lewis, J.W.; G. W. Speth,
Sec.; Rev.C.J.Ball, J.D.: R.F.Gould, P.G.D., P.M.,D.C.; W. H. Rylands, P.G.Stwd,;
C. Kupferschmidt; Dr. B. W. Richardson; and F. H. Goldney, P.G.D. Also the
following members of the Correspondence Circle—Bros. G. W. Taylor; F. Weiss;
F. A. Powell; Prof. F. W. Driver; J. J. Pakes; J. Newton; F. King; E. Storr;
Max Mendelssohn; R. A. B. Preston; R. A. Gowan; H. Warner; and C. F. Hogard,
P.G.Std.B.

Bro. HoyTeR-LEWIS was invested as Junior Warden.

The Report of the Audit Committee, as follows, was taken as read, approved,

and adopted.

QUATUOR CORONATI LODGE,

No. 2076.

PERMANENT AND AUDIT COMMITTEE.

The Committee met, on the kind invitation of Bro. Professor Hayter Lewis, at 12, Kensington
Gardens Square, W., on Friday, 20th December, 1889, at & p.m. .

Present :—Bros. Colonel Pratt, W.M.; Prof. Hayter Lewis, J.W.; Dr. W. W. Westcott, 8.D.;
Rev. C. J. Ball, J.D.; W. M. Williams, Std.; W. Simpson, LP.M.; R. F.Gould, P.M.; G. W. Speth, Secretary.

The Becretary produced his books and the Trcasurer’s Accounts, which were examined by the Com-
mittee and are certified correct. ,

The Committee agreed upon the following

REPORT.
BRETHREN,

In submitting our third Annnal Report we are glad to state that with one exception, to be noticed
later, cverything connected with the Lodge and its undertakings is most satisfactory.

We began the year with 25 Lodge members; and the accession of five brethren during Bro.
Simpson’s year of office, has increased our roll to 30. Itis needless to point out that in accepting these new
members we have not derogated from the high standard of attainments which we have always thought

it advisable to insist on in candidates for our Lodge.

During the same period 305 Brethren and Corporate Bodies have applied to join our Correspondence
Circle and have been duly admitted, raising the total of membership to 725.

We have met six times for Lodge purposes, and the records of our proceedings, together with much
other valuable matter, have been embodied in three numbers of Ars Quatuor Coronatorum.

The Library, which now contains close upon 1000 books and pamphlets, has been much used by
members of both Circles.

One proof of the widened extent of our operations is the large amount expended in Po! .
From £17 16s. 4d. in 1886, and £56 7s. 1d. in 1887, it has this year reached the figure of £97 10s. 2d.
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LIBRARY ACCOUNT. q
s. d.
Subscriptions to Periodicals and purchase
of books 1411 3
Binding books and frummg pnnts, &e... 10 18 11
Preparing a Deed of Trust ... 6 8 4
Fitting book-shelves, printing, &c. ... 414 0
£36 12 6

Stationery has amounted to £22 Os. 1d., and Miscellaneous Printing to £15 9s.

LODGE ACCOUNT.

Receipts, Gependiture.
£ 8 4. £ s d.
Balance from 1888 1118 8 Gould Testimonial Fund 1010 ©
Subscriptions and joining fees, 1889 .. 68 6 0 Tyler 3 8 2
Waiters and attendance ... 117 6

Advertising meetings, Secretn.ry spotty

outlays, &c. &c. 316 0
Postages . 110 2
Balnnce to 1€90 .. 49 710
£70 4 8 £70 4 8

Asscts. Liabilities.
£ s d £ s d.
Balance brought forward ... 49 710 Rent for rooms, owing to Grand Lodge 770
One subscription in arrear .., 110 Dues and quarterages owmg to G. L. 615 O
Balance ... . 36 610
£50 8 10 £50 810

It has been already stated that Bro. H. J. Whymper is in the habit of remitting us monthly £5—
with the intention of gradually contributing £105 towards the expenses of our series of reprints. We are,
however, of opinion that each volume should of right pay for itself, and that instead of expending these dona-
tions it would be better to regard them a8 a reserve fund, enablmg us in each case to start work before
announcing the volumes and opening the subscription list, and only really falling back upon it in case of a
miscalculation and consequent loss. In this way Bro. Whymper's generous subsidy would be converted into
an endowment, and become of permanent, instead of transitory, benefit to the Lodge.

THE WHYMPER FUND.

Wecetpts, Gependtture.
£ s8.d. £ s d
Balance from 1888... e 50 0 O Payments made for Mr. Whymper 3018 5
Remittances, 1889... 60 0 0 Balance to 1890 ... e 79 17
£110 0 0 £110 0 ©
Balance brought forward 9 1 7

There are now several accounts which are free of all future liabilities, and show balance to profit.
With these balances we have opened a General Fund, from which in future many expenses that are
difficult to justly apportion can be met.

REPRINTS.—VOL. I. ACCOUNT.

Receipts. CGrpenditure.
£ s d £ 8 d:
Balance from 1888 1316 6 Balance to Lithographer 1114 0O
Subscriptions received in 1889 6812 0 Printer’s account ... s 5116 9
Clerical assistance and minor expenses 113 0
Balance transferred to General Fund 739
£72 7 6 £i2 7 6
Assets, Liabilitics.
£ s d nil.
Subscriptions outstanding ... 310

Stock exhausted.
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REPRINTS.—Vol.
Receipts,
£ s d
Subscriptions 1£8) 1 0 6
Balance ... v 7014 0
£71 14 6

II. ACCOUNT.

ECxpenditure,

Payments on account to the artist and
lithographer, made out of the
Whymper Fund

Balance brought down ... e

The Volume will probably be issued in March.
REPRINTS.—Vols. III. to VI.

Receipts.

nil.

Gependiture (preparglory).

Balance from 1888...

REPRINTS.—Vol. VII.

Receipts.
-£ s8.d.

Subscriptions, 1889... 010 O

Crpenditnce.

nil.

This Volume will also be issued in March.

1887 PUBLICATIONS ACCOUNT.

Receipts,
£ 8. .d.
Balance from 1888... e 2813 0
Subscriptions received in 1889 6415 6
£93 8 6

Asscis,
Subscriptions outstanding ... £1 70

and
About 150 sets of Transactions.

Grpenditure.

Postage ...
Balance transferred to General Fund

1888 PUBLICATIONS ACCOUNT.

Receipts.
£ s d
Balance from 1888 0 8 6
Subscriptions received in 1889 64 7 0
£64 10 6
Assets,
Subscriptions ontstanding... £10 6 6
and _—
About 120 sets of Transactions.
CORRESPONDENCE
Receipis.
£ s d.
Subscriptions received 1888 4 4 0
» » 1889 324 7 0
£368 11 0
Assete,
£ 8.d.
Balance brought forward ... . 4911 8
Subscriptions outstanding ... 67 1 6

and _—
About 450 sets of Transactions.] £106 12 9

Gependiture.
Balance of cost of Part III. nnpaid in
1888 ... s
Postage ...

Balance tmnsferred to Geneml and

CIRCLE ACCOUNT.

Crpenditure.
Christmas Boxes, 1888, various
Printing circulars and forms, various
On St. John’s Card, 1888 ... e
,» Part I. of 1889 Transactions
,» Part IL. »
,, Part IIT. » (on account)

Printing Library Catalogue slips

s  Authors’ Repnnts of Papers
Postage ... .
Clerical asmstance e

“ee

Potty expenses ...
Transferred to General and
Balance to 1890 .

Liabtlities.

Estimated cost of Part III. & postage
Balance, exclusive of value of stock

£ s d

7114 6
£71 14
7014 0

of

£ s
11 10
81 18

£93 8
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Receipts.

Various, for medals ordered v
Balance ... ooe

Assets.

Arrears outstanding
and
Dies (cost price £16 15s.)

MEDALS ACCOUNT.

Crpenditure.
£ s d
76 4 7 Balance from 1888...
4 18 11 Kenninog, for medals reconed
£81 3 6
Liabilittes.
£ s d
8 2 0 Balance ... -
Medals ordered, or recexved and not
yet paid for .
Balance, exclusive of value of dies ...
£35 2 0

BINDING AND CASES ACCOUNT.

Receipts.
Bale of Cases, & binding Vols. to order

Assets,

Balance brought down
Arrears of payment
d

an
9 Cases for Reprints, Vol. I1.]

Receipts,

Balance from Reprints, Vol. 1.
» ,, 1887 Publications
1888
Transferred from 1889 Correspondence
Circle Account

Balance

Cependiture.
£ s d.
918 11 Payments to Binder
Balance to 1890 ...
£9 18 11
Liabilittes,
£ s d.
0 6 5 Unpaid accounts . .
L2138 0 Balance, ecclusive of stock ...
£219 5

GENERAL FUND.

Eependiture,
£ s d
7 89 Secretary’s salary for 1888 ... .
8118 6 Library account ... ee
47 14 6 Stationery account
Miscellaneous Printing .
60 0 O Balance to 1890 ... .
£196 16 9

£2216 2

SUMMARY OF CASH ACCOUNT.

Receipte.

Balance from 1888
Lodge subscriptions and foes
Whymper Fund ...
Subscriptions to Reprints, Vol I.
» " Vol. II. ...
» » Vol. VII. ...
» Transactions, 1887 ...
» " 1888 ...
»» Cor. Circle, 1889 ...
”» ”» ”» 1890 ...
For Medals .
For Bindings . e
For Stationery sold

Gependiturve.
£ s d
140 2 8 Postages ... .
47 5 0 Library .
60 0 0 Stationery
5812 0 Miscellaneous Pnntmg . -
1 0 6 Gould Testimonial Fuad ...
010 O Lodge expenditure
6415 6 Payments to Bro. Whymper s orden
64 7 0 Balance of cost for production of
32¢ 7 0 Reprints, Vol. I.
43 0 6 On account of Reprints, Vol. II .
76 4 7 Balance of cost of Transactions, 1888
918 11 Expenses on Cor. Circle Accouunt, 1889
0 6 6 For Medals e
For Bindings
Secretary’s salary for 1888
Balance. 8 8
Cash in London & County
Bank . 184 3 4
Cash in hands of Sec. ... 0186
4£890 10 2

Tet
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BALANCE SHEET.

Dr Q.
£ s d £ s d
General Fand e e 2215 2 Reprints, Vol. 1I. ... 70 14 O
Whymper Fund 9 17 Reprints, Vol. III. e . 1415 O
Lodge Account ... 49 710 Medals account ... e 41811
Reprints, Vol. VII. 010 0
Correspondence Circle 1889 account ... 4911 38 Cash £ s d
» 5 1890 3 e 43 0 6 In bank e W 154 3 4
Bindings account ... .. 0 6 5 1n hand o 01 6 154 410
£244 12 9 £244 12 9

The foregoing sufficiently demonstrates that in every branch of its undertakings the Lodge has been
successfal. But there is one drawback to our generul satisfaction, viz., the large amount of Arrears Out-
standing, in all £115 11s8. Od. Of this total only £11 78. Od. is due from various members in
England, and much of this has only lately been contracted, and will doubtless come in in the course of a post
or two ; the remainder is from the Colonies and abroad. We freely acknowledge that it is rather a trouble to
remit so small a sum as our annual subscription, from say the interior of Africa, and that the very insignifi-
cance of the amount leads to carelessness; but brethren should in fairness remember that their membership
actually costs us money. In any ordinary Lodge a brother in arrear of his dues costs the Lodge practically
nothing—at most 6d. a year for postage of the summonses ; in ours he receives three numbers of the
Transactions, Library Catalogue slips, and the St. John’s Card, all of which cost money to produce ; whilst
the postage alone for the Colonies canuot be put down at less than 5s. a member per annum.

In spite of the large amount outstanding, the Lodge has paid its way, and placed £22 156s. 2d.
to the Goneral Pund. Some proportion of the arrears will possibly prove unrecoverable. The popalation
in our Colonies is a floating one, and several packages have been returned through the dead letter office ;
but the greater part of what is due will doubtless be paid in the course of time. ~Qur transactions are now
80 large and so widely spread that we must he prepared for a certain percentage of bad debts annually,
although a littlo more oconsideration on the part of defaulting members would avoid this disagreeable
necessity.

For the Audit Committee,

8. C. PRATT, W.M.

Two Grand Lodges, one District Grand Lodge, two private Lodges, and thirty-nine brethren were
elected members of the Correspondence Circle, raising the total of intrants to 795.

Bro. R. F. GouLp read the following paper :—

% ON THE ANTIQUITY OF MASONIC SYMBOLISM.

HE Secretary having called upon me to read the paper which has long stood in
my name—* On the Degrees of Pure and Ancient Freemasonry ”—I find that
in order to make myself generally understood, it will be desirable that I should
lay before you in the first instance, what I may venture to term a preliminary
thesis, which will therefore be proceeded with. But in the lecture of this
evening my objectis two-fold. I wish to lay a sure foundation fora futureinquiry
into the early Ritual and Ceremonial, which prevailed under the Grand Lodge
of England ; and there is a stronger motive still for the method of treatment
I have thought it advisable to adopt.

The inaugural addresses of the two brethren who have successively
followed me in the chair of this Lodge, seem to me to reflect pretty accurately the opinions
of a portion of our members from whom much is expected in tﬁe near future. These are, that
the domain of Ancient, as distinguished from that of Modern Masonry, has been very
strangely neglected, and that if we really wish to enlist the sympathy and interest of scholars
and men of intelligence, in the special labours of the Lodge, we must make at least a
resolute attempt to partially lift the veil, by which the earlier history of our Art or Science
is obscured.

It is almost unnecessary to mention, to the brethren I am now addressing, that the
adjectives “ Ancient ’ and *“ Modern” as here applied to Masonry, are used in their
ordinary acceptation—that is, by members of our own Lodge ; or to be precise, that by the
expression * Ancient Masonry,” is to be understood the history of the Craft before, and by
that of *“ Modern Masonry,” the history of the Craft after, the era of Grand Lodges. The
line of demarcation between them being therefore drawn at the year 1717.

Above that line, and reaching back to the fourteenth century, are to be found our
written traditions, and whether our Symbolical traditions are entitled to take rank by their
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side, I shall discuss generally, and whether any place above the line can be assigned to
them at all, I shall discuss specially, in the body of my paper. By this I mean, that
while putting before you some speculations with regard to the remote past of our Society,
which are not inconsistent with the shreds of evidence that have come down to us, these
are subsidiary to my main design, which is, to satisfy your minds, that beyond all reason-
able doubt the essentials of the Three Craft Degrees must have existed before the formation
of the first Grand Lodge—that of England—in 1717. More than this, I shall not seek to
establish, though I hope at the close of my lecture, the inclination of your judgment may be
in the direction of my own, which is that the balance of probability is in favour of as early
an origin being attributed to our symbolical as to our written traditions.

But if there should prove to be, at the close of the discussion which will follow this
paper, anything at all approaching a consensus of opinion that the ceremonial of Masonry
pre-dates the era of Grand Lodges, a highly important object will have been attained.

Scholars and antiquaries take but a languid interest—there is no use in disguising
it—in the history of Modern Masonry. They do not believe that the system of Masonry,
as understood by the founders of the first Grand Lodge, is capable of indefinite expansion.
Degrees, in their judgment, cannot be multiplied ad infinitum. But the history and origin of
Ancient Masonry are regarded by them in quite a different manner. These, they are not
only willing but eager to study and investigate, yet an unwelcome doubt obtrudes itself
which checks, if it does not wholly dissipate, the ardour of their research.

Conjointly with the old MS. Constitutions, which are of undoubted antiquity, the
symbolical teaching in our Lodges—though possessing a remoteness of origin less assured
—has a peculiar fascination for all genuine votaries of archaology.

Here, however, tho doubt referred to, creeps in, and the scholar or antiquary who has a
longing to trace the antiquity of our symbolism, is checked by similar reflections to those
which occurred to Gibbon, who kept back an hypothesis he had framed with regard to the
real secret of the Ancient Mysteries, ¢ from an apprehension of discovering what never
existed ;” and to the elder Disraeli, who much in the same way, excused his imperfect
speculations with regard to the shadowy and half-mythical Rosicrucians. But if the
Symbolism of Masonry, or a material part of it, can be proved with reasonable certainty to
ante-date the year 1717, the doubt, upon which I have enlarged, will disappear, and with it
we may venture to hope, the present disinclination on the part of really competent
investigators, to extend their researchesinto the only field of inquiry—the domain of Ancient
Masonry—which offers any prospect whatever of rewarding the patient student of our
antiquities, by a partial revelation of the origin, and by the recovery of some portion at
least of the lost learning of the fraternity.

Before, however, proceeding with my main argument, let me introduce a few
historical data, which if kindly kept in mind, will give a better grasp of the very compli-
cated subject I have to deal with in this paper.

It is well known, that the first Grand Lodge, that of England, was founded by four
London Lodges in 1717 ; also, that by students of the Craft, it is customary to speak of the
Masonry which existed before that date as Ancient, and of the Masonry which followed
afterwards as Modern.

The Grand Lodge of England pursued the even tenor of its way, without much variety
occurring, until the year 1721, which is the next date I shall ask you to carry in your
recollection. In this year two important things happened. First of all, a great nobleman,
the Duke of Montagu, was elected Grand Master, and the Society rose at a single bound
into notice and esteem.  Secondly, Mr. James Anderson, a graduate of Marischal College,
Aberdeen, and who was then a Presbyterian Minister in London, was selected by the Grand
Master and the Grand Lodge as the most competent person to adjust, as it were, the Masorry
of Ancient times upon a Modern basis.

The following is an extract from the minutes of Grand Lodge, 29th September, 1721 :
—*“ His Grace’s Worship and the Lodge finding fault with all the copies of the Old Gothic
Constitutions, order’d Brother James Anderson, A.M., to digest the same in a new and better
method.” The Coustitutions referred to were certain old documents, usually in roll or scroll
form, containing the Legend of the Craft and a Code of Ancient Regulations, both of which
it was the custom in old days to read over to the operative Masons on their first admission
into the Lodge.

By the aid of these MS. Constitutions, Anderson compiled the first * Book of
Constitutions,” which was published in 1723. This work contained a quantity of
“ Regulations,” No. XIII. of which runs as follows :—* Apprentices must be admitted
Masters and Fellow Craft only here [1.e., in the Grand Lodge] unless by a dispensation.”
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This usage, however, was again varied by the Grand Lodge, on November 25th, 1725,
when it was ordained, * That the Master of Each Lodge, with the consent of his Wardens
and the Majority of the Brethren, being Masters, may make Masters at their discretion.”?

From the foregoing it will appear that only #wo degrees (or distinct ceremonies) were
recognised by the Grand Lodge of England in 1723, Apprentice, and Fellow Craft or Master,
the two latter being convertible terms ; also, that in 1725, the restriction was removed and
that “ Masters” counld be made by private Lodges at discretion.

The period embraced by some of the figures I have given you, viz., from 1717 to
to 1723.2 has been styled the Epoch of Transition, because in the opinion of many leading
authorities, the system of Masonry we now possess (or in other words, the three degrees of
pure and Ancient Masonry, as we are accustomed to call them), was then manufactured or
concocted.

Against this view, however, we find arrayed, the conviction of another set of
authorities, who are firm believers in Masonic degrees, and discredit the notion that any
alterations were made by the Grand Lodge of England, in the secrets of Masonry—except
in what may be termed non-essentials, or to speak with more precision, in the method
adopted of imparting them.

Thus, there are two theories or schools of thought with regard to the degrees, or to
use an expression I prefer, the Symbolism of Masonry, a wider term, and one which will cover
everything done or practised in the Lodges at a later period than the so-called Epoch of
Transition (1717-23), and for which (it is alleged on one side) no equivalent is to be found
in the doings and practices of the Lodges in existence prior to 1717.

Each of these views or theories has its supporters, and to whichever side the
ment may for the moment seem to preponderate, we cannot be too careful to recollect—
that there is evidence to the contrary.

The number of authorities, indeed, by which either of these two beliefs is upheld, is
so evenly balanced, that there is no middle course between reading the testimony on ome
side, and despising the other so thoroughly, as to refrain from ever %ooking at it, or to do as
I shall propose to you in the present 1nstance, that is, to give each side a patient hearing.

To-night, indeed, I can only put before you one branch of the case, namely the arguaments
which I th!'::i may be adduced in favour of the antiquity of degrees, or to mse the wider
expression already adopted, of Masonic Symbolism. But they will go far I trust, towards
covering the whole ground, and if not, in the general reply to which I shall be entitled at
the close of the discussion, I will do my best to grapple fairly with any counter-arguments
which may be advanced in support of the other side of the question.

By this method of treatment, I shall be able to present you—not so much with my
ersonal conclusions, as that with what will serve as an ultimate basis for your own. There
18 an old saying, Quot homines, tot semtentic, ““ a8 many men, so many opinions "—and if for
“ men " you read * lecturers,” it stands to reason, that while every person who reads a paper
before you, might give a different opinion if you invited an exﬁression of his individual
judgment or crotchets upon a question in dispute—on the other hand you would be always
sure to evoke some useful information, calculated to assist youin arriving at an independent
conclusion, if you were to ask what could be said both on the one side and on the other.

Of the important part played by the Rev. James Anderson in the moulding of
Ancient Masonry, 1721-23, upon what are averred to have been *‘ new lines,” I shall have
more to say, when I get to the body of the lecture, but I ask you to carefully note the fact,
that when, in 1721, it was designed to consolidate the  Constitutions of Ancient and
Modern Masonry,” the task of doing so was confided to a Scotsman, and who as there
Ji: good ground for believing, had been received into the Society while a resident in

berdeen.

It may now be convenient to formulate in words, the precise question which will
constitute my main contention this evening. It is this :—

Is the Symbolism of Masonry an inheritance derived from the old Masons who
flourished before the era of the Grand Lodges ; or has it been borrowed from the Rosicrucians
or others, after 1717 ?

There is also a secondary contention (or series of speculations) to which I have
already referred, viz., that the Symbolism of Masonry, is very old indeed—much older than

! Grand Lodge Minutes.

? Although the Grand Lodge Records are silent a8 to the exact date on which three degrees (or
.distinct: ceremonies) were recognised by the Governing Body, it can be proved aliunde, that they were
wrought in London in 1724, and probably earlier.

B
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the seventeenth century, but I freely admit having been led to this supposition by a chain
of conjectural evidence, which facts alone can substantiate.

For convenience sake, however, and in order to illustrate more clearly the line of
argument I shall pursue, let me also formalate in words the bye or side issue, which I am
desirous of raising for your consideration :—

Is there ground for supposing that the Symbolism of our present Freemasonry, existed
in medisgval times, and that it has decayed par: passu, with the operative Masonry of that
period, and come down to us, divested of much of its real significancy, as a legacy or inherit-
ance from the working Masons of those early times ?

In the next, place, and before I proceed to state my case, let me, in order that youm
may better understand it, when duly laid before you—make use of a comparison. .

Unlike that of other nations, the civilization of Egypt presents a continuous
deterioration from the earliest ages to the latest. The further we go back the more
consummate is the art, the more complete the command of mechanical processes and
appliances. In other words the civilization of Egypt must have culminated before the very
earliest dawn of its recorded history. If Egypt is not altogether exceptional and abnormal,
the use of the mechanical methods employed by the Pyramid builders points to an
antecedent civilization of which the extent in time becomes literally incalculable, while it
seams to become more and more inexplicable the more its real character is investigated and
brought to light.

In the same way, I conceive that there is ground for reasonable conjecture, whether
the Symbolism of Masonry, to a considerable portion of which, even at this day, no meaning
can be assigned which is entirely satisfactory to an intelligent mind—must not * have
culminated before the very earliest dawn of its recorded history.” Also, that it underwent a
gradual process of decay, which was arrested but only at the point we now have it, by
passing into the control of the Grand Lodge of England in 1717.

Against this view, it may of course be contended, and—as many will think—with,
perhaps, equal plausibility, that instead of a decline, there was an advance, a pro-
gressive development of Masonic Symbolism, and that with the solitary exception of a rude
form of initiation or reception, we have inherited nothing external to the operative practice
of our ancestors, the working Masons.

But as the old proverb says, “ If you run after two hares you will catch neither.” In
maintaining the affirmative of the proposition, that the Symbolism of Masonry, has come
down to us with a very respectable flavour of antiquity, 1 cannot undertake at one and the
same time, both the attack and defence.

At this stage, and before proceeding any further with my remarks, it may be
convenient if I re-state the two propositions of which I shall maintain the affirmative.

To take the wider and more comprehensive one in the first instance :—“ It is, that
the Symbolism of Masonry, or at all events a material part of it, is of very great antiquity—and
that in substance, the system of Masonry we now possess—including the three degrees of
the Craft—has come down to us, in all its essentials from times not only remote to our own,
but also to those of the founders of the earliest of Grand Lodges.

The foregoing embraces the general contention which will pervade this address, and I
shall therefore hope to be excused for once more bringing it under your notice, though I ask
your more particular attention to the narrower proposition of the two, viz., that the
Symbolism of Masonry is older than the year 1717.

This is my special contention which I shall endeavour to press home, and should our
united labours result in the determination of what has hitherto been a moot point with
Masonic scholars, a very distinct advance will have been made, in the path of inquiry, which
it is the object and mission of the Lodge to follow up.

In dealing with the complicated problem, which I have undertaken to treat in this
lecture, I feel that I shall have need of your indulgence, while I attempt to place before you in a
clear and connected form, the scattered shreds of evidence wherein we may see, as in a glass
dimly, a pale reflection of some of the historic past of Freemasonry. But on the other hand,
T am no less convinced that the lecturer who is unable to make the abstruse moderately
simple, is not gifted with a very clear intellect, or is lacking in that modicum of literary
ability which the members of a Lodge like our own, have at least the right to expect in any
one of their number, who takes upon himself the function of attempting either to instruct
or entertain them. Hence if I fail to put my points before youn, with all the clearness that
might be desirable, the fault will be my own, nor shall I register an apology in advance—
for as the Duke well says to the Weaver, in A Midsaummer Night's Dream, ¢ Never excuse,
if your play be a bad one, keep at least the excuses to yourself.”
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[TO ILLUSTRATE THE LECTURE.]

12ra CENTURY.

Masons’ Tool-Marks in Europe betray a Western Origin : Transition from the Norman to the
Gothic or Pointed Style of Architecture, and possible introduction of Symbolic or speculative teaching
among the stone-masons of Britain practising that style.

13re CENTURY.

— - Al
ENGLAND. S8coTLAND.
Progressive development of the Gothic or Pointed Style, and of its accompanying symbolism.
The Masons’ tool-marks betray an Eastern The old style of tooling continued.

Origin.
l14ra CENTURY.
Continued War of Independence ; building stayed :
Progressive development. decay of Medimval Operative Masonry
when only partially developed.
15ra CENTURY.

‘Wars of the Roses ; dormancy of the Craft
in both its Operative and Speculative
features; partial reproduction of the
Gothio style.

Lodges exist for trade purposes only, though
fragments of an incomplete symbolic (or
speculative) system are handed down in an
imperfect manner: Ceremonial very simple.

16za CENTURY.

The Reformation ; no more churches built ;
the builders die out.

As above.

17re CENTURY.

Lodges survive, mainly for Speculative

8 ; Elias Ashmole initiated, A.D.
1646 ; “ Manuer of adoption very formall ;"
and probably adumbrated by that of
the . . . . . « . ¢+« . . <. . . o « Lodge of Aberdeen, A.p. 1670.

As above.

18t CENTURY.

“ Signs and Tokens’ of the Freemasons Lodge procedure characterized by great
alluded to in print, 1709 ; Formation of the simplicity until after 1717 ; English
Grand of England, 1717; Dr. system of three degrees gradually intro-
Anderson ordered to ‘‘digest” the old duced ; Grand Lodge of Scotland erected,
MS. Constitutions, 1721 ; printed book of 1736.

Constitutions, 1723.

The task immediately before me, is to make a beginning in historical Masonry. Letus
therefore, in the first instance, put entirely on one side the speculations of Modern writers,
and ascertain what independent authorities there were, before the era of Grand Lodges, by
whom any period of origin has been assigned to our British Freemasonry.

‘Three such authorities may be cited, Sir William Dugdale, Sir Christopher Wren, and
Elias Ashmole, whose several opinions have already been recorded in our Transactions!
One of these, however, the statement ascribed to Dugdale, probably the greatest antiquary
of his age, must again be referred to. John Aubrey, in his Natural History of Wiltshire,
written (though not published) in 1686, observes :—

¢« Sr William Dugdale told me many years since, that about Henry the third’s time the
Pope gave a Bull or diploma to a Company of Italian Architects to travell up and downe
over all Europe to build Churches. From these are derived the Fraternity of Free-Masons.
They are known to one another by certayn Signes & Watch words: it continues to this
day. They have Severall Lodges in severall Counties for their reception: and when any of
them fall into decay, the brotherhood is to relieve him, &c. The manner of their adoption
is very formall [ please note this], and with an Oath of Secrecy.”

Very much to the same effect are the opinions of Sir Christopher Wren and Elias
Ashmole. Upon the strength of these great names, it was customary for a very long period
to fix the establishment of the Freemasons in England about the early part of the reign of

1 4.Q.C, i, 68.
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Henry 1., at which period, it was averred, that Gothic Architecture—which first of all
began in the East—came forward into practice as a regular established order, and the
inference was suggested (as being irresistible) that the invention and introduction of this
bold and very higily scientific order of architecture must be referred to these chosen and
selected artists.!

Just fifty years ago, however, Sir Francis Palgrave observed:—‘The number of
writers, at home and abroad, who have discussed the origin of Gothic architecture, and each
of whom drives his own theory round his own park, is probably now not much less than a
hundred. Yet, as far as we can judge, no one of these enquirers ever persuaded another to
adopt his own opinion®.

Daring the half century which has elapsed since the foregoing statement first saw the
light, a great host of additional writers have Fastened upon the same theme, and a few words
expressed thereon by myself, in 1883, may not, perhaps, be deemed out of place.

“ Gothic is not only the last link in the chain of genuine and original style, the
architecture of the modern as distingunished from that of the ancient world, but it was also
the product of & peculiar romantic temperament developed at that particular period, which
was totally unlike anything that has been seen either before or since, even among the same
nations, and which showed itself, not only in architecture, but literature, and even in politics,
notably in the great movement of the Crusades.”

“Itis good sheltering under an old hedge,” but I have a stronger reason for placing
before you, as a basis for our inquiry, the alleged connection of the Freemasons with Gothic
architecture, than the mere contention that a theory grows venerable by its age.

In the antumn of 1888, the British Archmological Association held its annual session
in Glasgow, and among the papers read before it was one by our gresent Junior Warden,
(Professor T. Hayter Lewis), which bore the following title :—* Scottish Masons’ Marks
compared with those of other countries.”

Among the conclusions formulated by this excellent authority, all of which he satis-
factorily establishes by comparing the Masons’ Marks in our own and foreign countries, are,

1st, That certain definite methods of marking the general surfaces of the stones,
characterised the masonry of the styles which we call Norman, and that this had apparently
& Western origin.

' 2nd, That in the thirteenth century there was introduced, with the Early Pointed
Style [which is another name for Gothic], an entirely different method of finishing the
surface, and that the source of this method was apparently from the Fast.

3rd, That Masons’ Marks do not appear to have been commonly used in Europe until
late in the twelfth century.

4th, That some of the most prominent of these marks appear to have been used
continuously, from very early times, in Eastern countries.

Our Bro. J.W. then draws attention to the opinion of Viollet le Duc, that the clergy
who were in the company of the Crusaders returned to Europe with the knowledge of what
had been done by the Saracens, and endeavoured to apply what they had seen—the art of the
Saracens having thus a great influence on that of the West.

He next observes :—* I know that it will be said that the evolution of the Pointed
[or Gothic] style was that of gradual development. So, no doubt, to a large extent, it was,
as must be t{e case wtth every invention, no matter what. But I absolutely refuse to
believe that so great a change, made in 80 short a time, was the result of a mere system of
gradual improvement ; nor can I believe in the theory which would assign the change to a
partnership of minds, be they monks or citizens, in monasteries or guilds. In every great
movement which the world has seen, some one great mind comes forth as a pioneer ; nor can
I think that it has been otherwise with our art.” Our Bro. J.W. winds up with the follow-
ing +—* I am not enthusiastic enough to suppose that the marks which the workmen have
left will ever be so outspoken as to tell us of the man ; but I do believe that the search into
their meaning—a search which was not even begun until some fifty years since—may lead
us tc;;he place and to the means by which its influence was so powerfully and quickly
spread.”

It is not too much to say, that Masons’ Marks, which have hitherto been regarded by
our advanced students, as presenting a sentimental value out of all proportion to their
serviceable worth, are now, owing to the research of Professor Hayter Lewis, shewn to be
a very important factor in the complicated problem of Masonic history.

According to Sir William Dugdale, or to put it in another way, according to the
popular belief or the oral tradition prevailing in his time, the Freemasons derived their
origin from a company of architects empowered * to travell up and downe over all Europe

! Parentalia, or Memoirs of the Family of the Wrens, 806 ; Archeologia, ix., 110-26.
2 Edinburgh Review, Ap. 1839. 3 History of Freemasonry, i., 2566.

e e ——
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to build churches ”—* about Henry the Third’s time,” ¢.e., the thirteenth century, while, at
the same period, if we follow the Junior Warden, there was introduced with the Early
Pointed (or Gothic) Style, * an entirely different method of finishing the surface, and that
the source of this method was a.ppa.rent{y from the East.”

“ 1t is good to have two strings to one’s bow,” or a8 otherwise expressed—

¢ Good riding at two anchors, men have told,
If one fail, the other may hold.”

Those who disregard the opinions ascribed to Sir William Dugdale, Sir Christopher
Wren, and Elias Ashmole, viewing them as mere assertions, and wholly devoid of proof,
ﬂll however, look very differently on the careful and close reasoning of Professor T. Hayter

wis.

Indeed, as it seems to me, the arguments of the Junior Warden, virtually re-instate
the old tradition, that is, in its material features, viz., the connection of the Freemasons with
Gothic architecture, and the derivation in some measure of that art or style from the East.

In his learned work—* Europe in the Middle Ages "—Hallam tells us :—

“ Some have ascribed the principal ecclestiastical structures to the fraternity of
Freemasons, depositaries of a concealed and traditionary science. ~There is probably some
ground for this opinion ; and the earlier archives of that mysterious association, if they
existed, might illustrate the progress of Gothic architecture and perhaps reveal its origin.”?

The passage last quoted is a typical one, and in the idea it embodies has of late
years been regarded as reaching the high water mark of credulity. But, as we have seen,
the essay or paper read by Professor Hayter Lewis, says, in effect, almost, if not quite the
same thing, the only difference being, that in recommending a search for the origin and
progress of Gothic architecture, the Professor is the more practical guide of the two, as instead
of looking for archives which do not exist, he prudently counsels a careful examination of
the marks or emblems wrought by the Mediseeval Masons—which are to be met with at this
day.

d It will be in the recollection of my hearers, that the Junior Wardeun advances a very
daring hypothesis. He says :—

“In every great movement which the world has seen, some one great mind comes
forth as its pioneer ; nor can I think that it has been otherwise with our art.”

He does not believe in the theory which wouald assign the change from the Norman
to the Early Pointed (or Gothic) Style, to a partnership of minds, be they monks or citizens,
in monasteries or guilds.

Thus, instead of a School, he boldly suggests that it is a Man, to whom we must
look as the pioneer of the great architectural movement which set in daring the 18th century.

“ The stream can mnever rise above the spring-head,” so, if such a master-mind there
was, the genealogy of the Freemasons, so far at least as it synchronizes with the rise of
Gothic architecture, is exhausted.

But let s see whether the idea thrown out by Bro. Hayter Lewis, can be utilized in
the particular inquiry we are pursuing.

If the Early Pointed Style of Architecture (one of the phases of Gothic) was due to
the genius and commanding personality of an individual, it may be fairly assumed, that like
the youngest son of King Athelstan, as recorded in the Masonic document? standing next
in point of antiquity to the Regius MS.,

‘ Of speculatyfe he was a master,”

or, in other words that he was amply skilled in the knowledge, as well as in the practice, of
the science of geometry, and a proficient, so to speak, both in speculative and in operative
Masonry.3

Izfter the Early Pointed, came another phase of Gothic,4 the Middle or Perfect Pointed
Style, known in England by the name of Decorated. It lasted from the end of the 13th to
the end of the 14th century, and during this period immense progress had been made in the
technique of the art. Stone had become, so to speak, ag ductile as wax in the hands of the
builders, who had surmounted every difficulty of construction. After the Decorated Style,
the finest age of Gothic architecture is at an end. Still, though English architects appear,

! Edit. 1858, iii., 8568. 2 Mus. Brit., Addl. M8. 23,198, ll. 623-4.
3 The following distinction was drawn by Addison—March 1, 1711—between a speculative and a
practical member of a trade or profession :—*I live in the world rather as a spectator of mankind, than as

one of the species, by which means I have made myself a speculative statesman, soldier, merchant, and
artisan, without ever meddling with any practical part in life.”’—Spectator, No. 1.

4 The usual designation, ‘ Gothio Style,” took its rise amongst the Italians. By it they meant to
distinguish a barbarous from a classic style, and this inapt appellation has become so familiar that it is difficult
to get rid of it. For want of a better name, the term ‘ Pointed Style’ might in all cases be preferred to &
term which signifies nothing, and which is only used from force of habit.—Rosengarten, Architectural
Styles, 288.
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after the close of the 14th century, to lose something in wealth of spontaneous invention, the
feeling for beauty of ornamental work was not yet to decay till at least the royal chapels of
Windsor, Westminster, and Cambridge, and other fascinating fan-roofed buildings, were
finished,—with which the true Gothic Architecture of England went out “in a blaze of
glory ”” under the Tudors.

Yet, although with the construction of the Churches and Cathedrals of the 13th and
14th centuries, the vitality of Gothic as a pure style of construction came to an end, many
futile attempts to reproduce the style were made, and the practice was continued down to
the death of Queen Elizabeth (1602). But by this time the great object for which Gothic
had been invented—the suitable celebration of a gorgeous religious ceremonial, by which an
unlettered nation might be instructed, impressed, and governed—had ceased to exist, and
after the Reformation, as soon as other meaas for the instruction of the people were
provided, the Gothic cathedral was employed for other purposes, the Gothic style of archi-
tecture all but died out, and its constructive principles and processes, and even its traditions,
—asg I shall hereafter more particularly suggest to you—were forgotten. ‘

Thus the decline of Medisval Architecture was due to natural causes, like the fall of
monasticism and all things medieval, and the dne followed suit on the other. No more
churches were built, and hence the builders died out; and with them, to a great extent, I
believe, died the skill in arch and vault building, which was, perhaps, the great character-
istic of the builders of the Middle Ages.

Gothic, however, never quite died out, and I shall now suggest to you, that the same
thing may be predicated with regard to the Symbolism of the Craft—if it existed at all,
within the period covered by the rise and fall of Mediseval Operative Masonry ?

Reasoning by analogy, there is evidence from which a belief that it did exist, will
spring up in many minds.

¢ In the oldest of the Chinese Classics—the Book of History—which embraces a period
reaching from the twenty-fourth to the seventh century before Christ, we meet with distinct
allusions to the Symbolism of the Masons’ art. But even if we begin,” says Mr. Giles,
“ where the ‘ Book of History’ ends, we find curious masonic expressions to have been in
use—at any rate in the written language—more than seven hundred years before the Christian
era ; that 1s to say, only about a couple of hundred years after the death of King Solomon
himself.” Also, in a famous canonical work, called Tae GreaT LEARNING, which is referred
to the fifth century before our era, we read, that a man should abstain from doing unto others
what he would not they should do unto him; “and this,” adds the writer, * is called the
principle of acting on the square.” Mr. Giles also quotes from Confucius, B.c. 481, and from
his great follower, Mencius, who flourished nearly two hundred years later. In the writings
of the last-named philosopher, it is tanght that men should apply the square and compasses
figuratively to their lives, and the level and the marking line besides, if they would walk
in the straight and even paths of wisdom, and keep themselves within the bounds of honour
and virtue. In Book vI. of his philosophy we find these words :—

“ A Master Mason, in teaching his apprentices, makes use of the compasses and the
square. Ye lwho are engaged in the pursuit of wisdom must also make use of the compasses
and square.”

Bro. Chaloner Alabaster tells us:—* Going then to the records we possess of the
earliest historic times in China, I find clear evidence of the existence of a mystic faith
expressed in allegoric form, and illustrated, as with us, by symbols. The secrets of this faith
were orally transmitted, the chiefs alone pretending to have full knowledge of them. I find,
moreover, that in these earliest ages this faith took a Masonic form, the secrets being recorded
in symbol buildings like to the Tabernacle Moses put up in the desert, and the Temple his
successor Solomon built in Jerusalem ; that the various offices in the hierarchy of this religion
were distinguished by the symbolic jewels held by them during their term of office, and that,
as with us, at the rites of their religion they wore leather aprons, such as have come down
to us, marked with the insignia of their rank.”?

According to the same authority, the mysteries of this ancient faith have now become
lost, or at best obscured, though attempts at a revival may be traced in the proceedings of
existing brotherhoods, whose various rituals and signs are supposed to be in some measure
founded on ancient rites and symbols which have been handed down from the earliest ages.

The preceding extracts T shall use no farther than to assume, on the strength of
them, that among a very ancient people, and prior to the Christian era, there was a
moralization of the implements of the Masons’ trade, together with a symbolical teaching
which in course of time became lost or obscured.

Indeed, the first learning of the world, consisted chiefly of symbols. “ The wisdom of
all the Ancients that is come to our hands,” says Dr. Stukeley, “1s symbolic.” Also, as it

1 Giles, Freemasonry in China, 4, 6, 8 ; Legge, Chinese Classics, i., 219-45. 2 4.Q.0,,ii., 120. 3 Ibid.
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is well put by Dr. Barlow, ‘ emblems, symbols, types, all have this in common : they are
the representatives of something else for which they stand.”?

The last definition is that upon which I shall rely, in advancing the hypothesis that
with emblems, symbols, or types, the stonemasons of the 14th century were familiar.

* During the splendour of Medisval Operative Masonry,” observes Bro. Albert Pike,
“ the art of building stood above all other arts, and made all others subservient to it. It
commanded the services of the most brilliant intellects, and of the greatest artists.”

Very much to the same effect, though somewhat differently expressed,are the remarks
of Professor Rogers, who states :—

1 have never studied the history of the Craft, but there can be no reason to believe
that any very important principles of so mechanical an art as architecture were incon-
municable except to these mystics, if indeed the brethren for whom so remote an antiquity
and so wide spread an association, is claimed by their whimsical representatives in modern
times, had any virtual existence. I am disposed to believe that just as when one sense is
extinguished in any person the rest are stimulated to preternatural acuteness, so in the ages
with which we are concerned, when literature was so scanty, and the means of occupation
80 unvaried, the single art which was developed in any notable degree was studied with
such intensity and concentration as to bring about results which we, in our wider modes of
thought, study and application, find it difficult, if not impossible, to rival.”?

It is well known that the symbolical method of instruction which had been in use
from the earliest times in Egypt, was adopted by the Jews. Hence under the cloak of
symbols, Pagan philosophy gradually crept into the Jewish schools, and the Platonic
doctrines, mixed first with Pythagorean, and afterwards with the Egyptian and Oriental,
were blended with their ancient faith in their explanations of the law and the traditions.
The society of the Therapeutae was formed after the model of the Pythagorean system ;
Aristobulus, Philo, and others, studied the Grecian philosophy, and the Cabbalists formed
their mystic system upon the foundation of the tenets taught in the Alexandrian schools.

From various causes, between the third century and the tenth, but few traces of the
Cabbalistic mysteries are to be met with in the writings of the Jews, but their peculiar
learning began to revive when the Saracens became the patrons of philosophy, and their
schools subsequently migrated to Spain, where they attained the highest distinction. These
in the 13th and 14th centuries became the resort of Christian artisans, to instruct themselves
in the useful arts. The Universities of Toledo, Cordova, Seville, and Granada, were sought
by the pale student from other lands, to acquaint himself with the sciences of the Arabs,
and the treasured lore of antiquity.

There can, indeed, be little or any doubt, that with the termination of Mediseval
operative Masonry, many of the most abstruse and abstract principles of the building art
were wholly lost. For this a reason has been snggested—which may possibly be true—that
these principles were presented in symbolic form.

But however this may be, it is at least certain that in the 13th and 14th centuries,
the unlimited resources of architectural skill were everywhere applied to develope divine
ideas through symbolized stone. The single object which presented itself to the Masonic
architect was to find suitable expressions for the heart yearnings and moral aspirations of
the people.® Nor was symbolization unknown to the actual workmen or stone-masons. Our
early operative brethren, though somewhat coarse, were in their way, extremely witty.
Stone caricatures are still to be met with, equal in strength and coarseness to those of
Rowlandson and Gillray, nor need we be astonished to find a good deal turn upon the clergy,
as do a great number of those of our English draughtsmen, especially in the matter of tithe;
and these, together with indecencies which are, after all, not quite unknown in more refined
ages, were probably the amusements of grimly-humourous workmen, when they thought they
could indulge in them without fear of discovery. Thus in old churches and cathedrals we
find portrayed, a nun in the embraces of a monk, a Pope descending to hell at the last
judgment, a fox in priest’s robes preaching to a congregation of geese, an ass performing
high mass, etc.

That the class of workmen last referred to, possessed some knowledge of architectural
symbolism, or to use more familiar words, that they symbolised the implements of their
trade, has been assumed by many writers, a conclusion to which I am also led, and although
incapable of strict proof, may, as it seems to me, be fortified to some slight extent by analogy.

We have already seen that during the splendour of Mediseval Operative Masonry, the
art of building, stood at the head of all the other arts, but there is a remarkable circumstance
connected with the Masons’ trade, to which I shall next advert, in further illustration of its
unquestionable supremacy.

! Proc. RI.B.A., ii., 97. 2 History of Agriculture and Prices in England, from 1259 to 1793, i., 257.
3 Fort, Antiquities of Freemasonry, 154,
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By no other craft in Great Britain has documentary evidence been furnished of its having
claimed at any time a legendary or traditional history. '

Our written traditions are carried back—speaking roundly—to the 14th century,
and to me at least, it does not appear one whit more extraordinary, that our symbolical
traditions may have enjoyed an existence in a period of time equally remote.

This leads us to the next branch of my general subject, the written traditions of
the Freemasons, in the earliest of which, as we shall presently see, there is much to confirm
the idea I have already thrown out, that symbolical Masonry was coeval with the most
ancient writings of the Craft that have come down to us.

To pass, however, to our written traditions,—there are in the first instance, two
histories of, or disquisitions upon, Masonry or Geometry, dating—according to the British
Museum Authorities—from about—1425, and afterwards a long series of documents dating
from about 150 years later, to which the name of Manuscript Constitutions has been applied.
Of the two histories or disquisitions, one is in metrical and the other in prose! form, and it is
with the former, the Regins MS. or Masonic poem, (in the present inquiry) that we are
alone concerned. This manuscript, evidently belonged to & guild or fraternity of Masons, as
it gives the legendary history of their Craft, and furnishes regulations for their conduct.
Bat it is chiefly remarkable on account of the last hundred lines being almost exactly the
same as a non-Masonic-poem, called Urbanitatis, giving minute directions for behaviour —in
the presence of a lord—at table—and among ladies—all of which being clearly intended for
gentlemen of those days, ib has been argued, would have been out of place in a code of manners
drawn up for the use of & Guild or Craft of artisans, and hence that the MS. must have
been possessed by a Guild or fraternity, which commemorated the science, but without
practising the art of masonry, that is, that they were what we should now call, speculative
or Symbolical Masons.?

1t is stated, in the introduction to the Masonic Poem, that the craft of geometry was
founded in Egypt by Euclid, and given the name of Masonry ; and in reference thereto,
Bro. Albert Pike® says:—‘ Many of the symbols of the old religions, of Pythagoras, and of
the Hermetics of later days, were geometrical figures . *. Some of these were symbolic becaunse
they represented certain numbers, even among the Assyrians and Babylonians. To the
knowledge of these symbols, perhaps, the name ‘ geometry’ was given, to avert suspicions
and danger. The architects of churches revelled in symbolism of the most recondite kind.
The Pyramids are wonders of Geometrical science. Geometry was the handmaid of
Symbolism. Symbolism, it may be said, is speculative Geometry.”

In the preceding views all indeed, may not concur, but the point should not escape
us, that in the oldest writing of our Craft—for such the Regius MS. undoubtedly is—
we meet with inculcations which are very far removed from the mental range of the operative
brethren to whom the Manuscript Constitutions were rehearsed at a later era.

This will accord with the supposition that Masonry as a speculative science, declined
or fell into decay, puri passu, with Masonry as an operative art.

Leaving these two histories of, or disquisitions upon Masonry, which date as before
stated, at about the year 1425, let me next take you to the Manuscript Constitutions, of
which the oldest dated form is the * Grand Lodge” MS. of the year 1583.

Between these two periods there is a gap of 158 years, and with regard to it there are
some considerations for which a further quotation will assist in preparing us.

The Rev. W. Denton, in his England in the 15th Century, tells us :—

“What was true of morals and material wealth, was true also of art. Architecture
had yielded to the spirit of the age; it had lost much of its nobleness, though it had not yet
descended to the depths it afterwards reached. The hand of the English sculptor had

1 Brit. Mus. Add. M3., 23,198 ; to be published in the next volume of our reprints, with a commentary
by the Secretary. 2 Quatuor Coronatorum Antigrapha, i., 49, 50.

3 To quote still further from the same high authority :—‘‘ I am quite ready to believe, and think it
can be shown, that there had been symbolism in Masonry long before 1717, bat that the working-class of
Masons in the Lodges had no knowledge of it, it being confined to the men who, of another class, united
themselves with the Lodges. If that was even so, those Lodges which had no members of that class had no
symbolism in their Masonry. 8o that I do not think we can be warranted in assuming that, among Masons
generally,—in the body of Masonry,—the symbolism of Free-Masonry is of earlier date than 1717 : while I
think you can prove, that among Freemasons of a certain class and limited number, the same symbolism, or a
larger part of the same, afterwards placed in the degrees, did exist before, perhaps some centuries before,
1717

Too much weight cannot be attached to any conclusions of Bro. Albert Pike, and especially with
regard to Masonic Symbelism. Hence, I gladly reproduce in this note, a view that is in direct opposition to
my own.

v Like our excellent Bro. Pike, I believe in the hoar antiquity of Masonic Symbolism ; but unlike him,
I also believe that it had become the inheritance of ‘‘the working class of Masons in the [English] Lodges,”
before 1717. By whom it was originally introduced, and when, are questions, however, towards the solution
of which 1 can only cherish the hope that the present paper may in some slight degree pave the way.
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grown stiff, and the forms from his chisel no longer vied in grace with the productions of
the Italian artist. Henry Vil came to the Throne at the close of the long and savage War
of the Roses. During the continnance of the struggle the nation went back in many ways
from the refinement of the 14th century. The cultivation even of house fruits ceased with
the ruin of houses and manors and the desolation of orchards and gardens. The population
dwindled. The arts lost their vigour and beauty. The architecture, sculpture and metal
work were not equal to what they had been, and fresh life was needed when peace was once
more secured.

In the beginning of the reign of Henry viir., we have the complaint of Sir Thomas
Elyot, which would have sounded strange in the ears of a contemporary of Edward 1., that
“in ]}mil}ting and carving, in graving and embroidery, Englishmen be inferior to all other
people.”

In Scotland, the deterioration of the arts was even greater. “The victory of Ban-
nockburn drove from Scotland the very elements of its growing civilization and its material
wealth. The artisans of North Britain were at that time mostly English. These retired, or
were driven from Scotland, and with them the commercial importance of the Scottish towns
was lost. The estates held by Englishmen in Scotland were confiscated, and the wealth which
through the hands of these proprietors had found its way from the southern parts of the
kingdom and fertilized the more barren soil of the north, at once ceased.

No cathedral was built after the reign of David 1. in 1153, and almost every
monastery was founded before the death of Alexander 111. in 1286. All these marks of
lﬁefinedg taste and religions zeal, of wealth and public spirit ceased with the rebellion of

ruce.

It will be seen therefore, that while England went back many degrees in civilization
during the Wars of the Roses, an even greater relapse into comparative anarchy took place
in Scotland owing to the War of Independence.

These historical gleanings will aid our comprehension of the extreme simplicity of
the Scottish Masonic ritual, as generally known to have existed, in the 17th century. Tn
what was then the leading Magazine of the Craft, Bro. W. P. Buchan—at that time one of
the foremost investigators of Scottish Masonic history—thus expressed himself in 1869 :—
“ Beeing how difficult it is even now, with all the aids to help and oft-recurring meetings,
to get office-bearers and brethren to work our ceremonies properly, how did the old Lodges
get ou before 1717, who only met once a year ? Oh, how elaborate must the ceremony have
been, when one Mason could make another ? Or, where conld brethren learn our present
system, had such been in use before 1717 78

To indualge in a further quotation from the same writer :—* Those who indulge in
dreams about the mysterious sciences (!) taught in pre-eighteenth century Masons’ Lodges,
only retail the groundless fancies of & heated imagination, while those who assert that
the Masons occupied a higher position in the public estimation than any of the other Crafts
are mistaken. The old Weavers used to carry a pretty high head, and Edward mr., of
England joined the ¢ Linen Armourers,’ and if it were properly looked into, in a truthful
manuner, we would find that the operative Masons some centuries ago were no greater
geninses than they are at present. In fact, [and here I ask your special atfention], the
question is open to investigation whether the progress of the art of building, say in Britain,
e.g., has it or has it not kept pace with the progress of the other arts p"'+

I have quoted from Bro. Buchan, for whom as a Masonic student I have a great
respect, for a double purpose. First of all because he puts into vigorous and incisive
language a theory or belief, which is in direct opposition to the hypothesis I am presentin,
to you this evening ; and secondly, because from the point of view I am now arguing, I thi
it can be shown that both facts on which he bases his own inference, viz., the decay of the
building art, and the simplicity of the Lodge ceremonial before 1717, may equally well
represent cause and effect, and if so, not only do not militate against, but are in exact
harmony with, the line of argument I am submitting for your consideration.

Let me now return to the Manuscript Constitutions, whose place in Masonic history
I shall next attempt to define.

You may have noticed just now, that while alluding to the early Scottish Masoniz
ceremonial, I said nothing about its English equivalent. Of this indeed, we know little or
nothing, for the Manuscript Constitutions, which, in a certain sense, may be described as
“ tombs without an epitaph,” convey very scanty information with regard to living
Freemasonry in the South. We know indeed, that they were used, <.e., read over to

1 Denton, 123 ; Pollen, Gold and Silversmith’s Work, 238-35 ; Sir Thos. Elyot, The Governor, 46.
2 Denton, 39. 3 Freemason’s Magaszine, (1869), 409. 4 Ibid, 488.
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candidates of the operative class, at their reception into the Lodge, but as to the formulary
observed at the admission of gentlemen we are ignorant.! :

Lodge minutes there are none, that is, of earlier date than the 18th century, and
here a word of cauntion must be thrown out, against the too prevalent habit of confounding
the systems of Masonry prevailing in Scotland and England respectively, the one with the
other.

It is of course both easy and natural to do so. Each system presents some evidence
in which the other is lacking, but we shall find I thiak in both cases, that like streams of
water flowing in divergent courses from a common source, they have grown more impure
the farther they have run from the fountain-head.

In both countries, during the 17th century, there was speculative as well as operative
membership in these Lodges. Yet a difference is found which should be noted. In
Scotland, the Lodges existed for trade purposes, but in England not exclusively so, indeed,
quite the reverse, if we limit our observation to the only 17th century Lodges, of which any
particulars have come down to us. ’ :

From this it will at least be a plausible conjecture—I shall put it no higher for the
present—that while in the one instance—Scotland—the ancient symbolism of Masonry had
descended to the level of the ordinary artisan ; in the other instance—England—more of the
old frarmework still existed.

Much light would be shed on this point if there were English minutes to refer to, but
as the English Lodges were not kept together for trade purposes—like the Scotch—they
must have some other raison d’etre for their continuance, which if it were not a fuller
ceremonial, and more ornate ritual, than was usual in the North—lands us in a still greater
puzzle than that which we are attempting to solve.

I have already stated on the authority of Sir William Dugdale, what in the 17th
century appears to have been the popular belief with regard to the Freemasons, and let us
not forget, that :—

¢ Common fame,
Is seldom to blame.”

The Freemasons, we are told by Dugdale, “ are known to one another by certayn
signes & watch-words. . The manner of their adoption is very formall.”

That there was a plurality of signs, we also find stated by Dr. Plot, in 1686,2 and a
plurality of * words and signes” is attested by a manuscript dating from about 1665.3

In 1709, that is to say, eight years prior to the establishment of the earliest of Grand
Lodges, Mr. (afterwards Sir Richard) Steele, wrote,.in a journal called the Tatler, about a
certain class of people, of whom he says :—

“ They have their signs and tokens like Free-Masons.”

In 1717, as previously explained, the Grand Lodge of England was founded by four
London Lodges, and as for about two hundred years all the London Companies have, with
insignificant exceptions, ceased to be connected in any real way with the trades whose names
they bear, I must not exclude any evidence from which it has or may be contended, that the
Society, remodelled in 1717, was a Company of Freemasons, that at some previous time had
relinquished the occupation which gave them a name. Such evidence will be found in
Harl. MS., 1942, and the Antiquity MS. These are copies or versions of the MS.
Constitutions, and in the former which as a written document dates from about the beginning
of the 17th century, the following occurs among the charges and inculcations :—

4thly. * You shall secure and keepe secret the obscure and intricate parts of the
science, not disclosing them to any but such as study & use the same.”

The same Mg. nses the expression .* accepted free Mason,” who is required to
provide himself with a certificate from the Lodge that *“accepted him,” and there is a clause
which I quote at length :—

¢ That for the futare the sayd Society, Companie, & fraternity of Freemasons shallbee
regulated, & governed by one Master, & Assembly, & Wardens, as ye said Company
shall think fit to chose, at every yearely generall Assembly.”

The * Antiquity ” MS., the other copy of the MS. Constitutions, has the following
attestation clause :—

! While anxious not to overload the text with digressions, I cannot resist the temptation of suggesting
in & note, that in attempting to explore the remote past of our Society, a careful study of the written should
precede that of the symbolical traditions of Masonry. For this many reasons might be assigned, but I shall
content myself by giving one, which is, that (as stated above) of the ancient formulary of reception, we are
only certain with regard to a single point,—the legend and laws of the Craft were rehearsed. That * the
manner of adoption was very formall,” we also know, though only in a general way, but the said rehearsal
and formality really constitute all that is absolutely known of the symbolism (a8 forming & part of the
ceremonial) of the early Lodges.

2 Nat. Hist. of Staffordshire, 316-18. 3 Harl. M3., 2054,
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“ Written by Robert JPadgett,, Clearke to the Worshippfull Stocietyy of the
Free Il asons of the City of Zondon in the second yeare of tge Raigne of our most
Gracious Soveraign Lord £ing James the Second of England, &c. Annog Domini, 1686.”

Here, then, we have two pieces of evidence, one telling us that in the beginning of
the 17th century, the government of the Society, Company, and fraternity of Free Masons,
was confided to one Master, Assembly, and Wardens. And the other, that towards the
close of the same century, viz., in 1686, there was a copy of the MS. Constitutions, written
by the clerk of ‘ the Worshippfull Society of the Free Masons of the City of London,”
which it is possible may have been the identical Society, Company, or fraternity of Free
Masons, founded, or as it were, welded together, about 60 or 70 years previously.

These documents, however, leave much to be desired. 'They come down to us very
insufficiently attested, and are uncorroborated by evidence from any other quarter, which
would be admissible in a court of law. The silence, therefore, of all the other versions of
the Manuscript Constitutions with regard to points of such importance, and as one
might natorally suppose, of sach notoriety, has led most students to regard them as among
those puzzles that are occasionally met with in Masonic history, which in the absence of
further evidence are insoluble.l

Still, “all feet tread not in one shoe,” and I must not omit to state, in fairness to a
minority of students, who may be satisfied as to the authenticity of these documents—that
in the City Companies there have always been three grades of members. The first was that
of freeman or freewoman ; the second, membership of the livery ; and the third a seat in the
Court. Here, some may think we have the framework of our three degrees of Speculative or
Symbolical Masonry.

The foundation of the Grand Lodge of England was a great event, and has been
styled * the Revival, of A.p. 1717,” which indeed it may have been, though not in the sense
generally emnployed, viz., as the resuscitation of a pre-existing Grand Lodge. The late Bro.
‘Woodford said with much force :—* Where did the Freemasonry of 1717 come from ? To
accept for one moment the suggestion that so complex and curious a system, embracing so
many archaic remains, and such skilfully adjusted ceremonies, so much connected matter,
accompanied by so many striking symbols, could have been the creation of & pious fraud or
ingenious conviviality, presses heavily on our powers of belief, and even passes over the
normal credulity of our species. The traces of antiquity are too many to be overlooked or
ignored.”®
i Nor is it indeed, in my own judgment, entertainable for an instant, that the old
London Masons of 1717 would have looked calmly on, had the forms and ceremonies to which
they were accustomed been as suddenly metamorphosed, as it has become, to some consider-
able extent the fashion to believe.

Neither can we credit that at the close of Ancient, and the beginning of Modern,
Masonry, there was an instantaneous change of actors—the old party retiring and the new
one coming in. One generation of men, as Hume remarks, does not go off the stage at once,
and another succeed, as is the case with silkworms and butterflies.3

The continuity of the Society, which was maintained by a constant succession of new
members, may be compared to that of a woven cloth, the stiches of which interlace, so
that its texture is not divisible into intervals or stages.

It was thus very different from the continuity of any one Lodge, which perhaps may
be likened to that of a chain formed of single links.

Four Lodges, at least, took partin the so-called “Revival” of 1717, and both the
Grand Master (Sayer), and the Grand Senior Warden (Lamball), then elected, remained
active members of the Grand Lodge, until long after the * Epoch of Transition.”

But I must proceed by steps. The Society of Freemasons established on a new basis
in 1717, made very slow progress in public favour. Dr. Stukely, the celebrated antiquary,
tells us in his diary, under the date of January 6th, 1721—on which day he was initiated—
«] was the first person made a Freemason in London for many years. We had great
difficulty to find members enough to perform the ceremony. Immediately npon that it took
a run, and ran itself ont of breath thro’ the folly of the members.”

The “run” referred to by Dr. Stukely, took place, no doubt, owing to the prestige
acquired by the Society in the same year, through the acceptance by the Duke of Montagn
of the Grand Mastership, and it was also in the same year, 1721, that Mr. James Anderson, a

1 It is worthy of recollection, however, that beginning with the earliest period of Modern Masonry,
there has been & great falsification of Masonic documents. Thus, the old M.S. Constitutions were freely
« gmbellished ” by Dr. Anderson, and subsequently a variety of spurious Charters and MS., alleged to be
both Ancient and Masonic, found their way into print. See further, Hist. of F., chap. xi. (Apecryphal MSS.),
and 4.Q.C., i., 80, (Forged versions of the M.S. Constitutions).

3 4.Q.C. 1., 80. 3 Essays, ii., 12.
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Scottish Presbyterian Minister, was selected by the Grand Master and Grand Lodge to revise
the old, or Manuscript Constitutions of the fraternity—which saw the light in 1723.

Mr., or as he afterwards became, Dr. Anderson, was, as you already know, a graduate
of Marischal College, Aberdeen, and I shall now submit to you the extreme probability that
he was also a graduate of the Masonic Lodge in that city.

The three degrees of pure and ancient Masonry, viz., those of Master Mason, Fellow
Craft,! and Entered Apprentice, bear titles which were evidently borrowed from the vocabu-
lary of Scotland. Master Mason, it is true, was a term common in both kingdoms, but viewed
in conjunction with the others, the three expressions may be regarded as having been taken
en bloc, from the operative terminology of tEe northern kingdom.

All these expressions will be found in the Schaw Statutes—1598—the records
of Mary’s Chapel, Edinburgh—1601—and the Laws of the Aberdeen Lodge—1670—
(Scottish documents). But the same terms—Master Mason, Fellow Craft, and Entered
Apprentice, as grades of symbolical Masonry, are not alluded to in any book or manuscript of
earlier date than 1723. Indeed, with the exception of the first-named—Master Mason—the
expressions themselves do not occur—at least I have never met with them in the course of
my reading—in the records of the building trades, or in the printed or manuscript literature
of England preceding the publication of Dr. Anderson’s * Book of Constitations,” produced
according to the mandate received by him from the Grand Lodge of England, in 1723.

The question then is, whence did the doctor derive them ? which renders it essential
that we should take a closer view of the system of Masonry, under which there can be little
or any doubt, that he himself had acquired his knowledge of the Craft.

The oldest register of the Aberdeen Lodge, is dated 1670, and contains the names of
49 members, who are described as * the Authoires of and Subscryuers of this Book.”

The Master was * Harrie Elphinstone,” collector of the King’s Customs. Four
noblemen were among the members, and of the whole 49, eight only are estimated to have
been operative Masons. From this circumstance it is usually supposed, and I think rightly,
that the large speculative membership of the Lodge must date back many years at least.

The 11th signature in the register is that of the Scribe, described as

“ James Anderson, Glassier and Measson, and wreatter of this book,”

And curiously enough, his namesake, Dr. James Anderson, the Presbyterian Minister,
not only imitates the form in which the signatures are shown on the Aberdeen roll, when he

ives the names of the representatives of the English Lodges who signed the 1st Book of
onstitutions in 1723, but also fills in his own as

¢ James Anderson, A.M.,
The Anuthor of this gook."} Master.

This strengthens the presumption of Dr. Anderson’s connection with the Lodge, as
well as with the University of Aberdeen, and there is further evidence from which the same
;na.ydt;e inferred, though space forbids my doing more than indicate where it may be

ound.

Among the “ Lawes and Statutes” ordained by the Lodge of Aberdeen, on the 27th
December, 1670, are the following :—

‘ Wee ordaine that no Lodge be holden within a dwelling house where there is
people living in it, but in the open fields except it be ill weather, and then let a house be
chosen that no person shall heir or sie us. (3rd stat.)

“ Wee ordaine lykwayes that all entering prentieses be entered in our antient out-
?elﬁ Lodge, in the mearnes in the parish of Negg, at the stonnies at the poynt of the Ness.”

5th stat.

Now it is very remarkable that we bave bere, in these * Lawes ” of the Aberdeen
Lodge of 1670, the only evidence which throws any light whatever on the actual ritual of the
Ancient Masons—by which I mean the catechism or formulary, in use at the reception of a
new member, prior to the formation of the Grand Lodge of England in 1717.

There is absolutely no evidence at all from English sources, and only the above
quoted laws from any Scottish one.

It was the practice, as we have seen, of the Aberdeen Masons, to hold their Lodge and
enter their apprentices in the open air. Next let me read you some extracts from publica-
tions which appeared after Dr. Anderson had printed his book of Constitutions in 1728.

1 « Fellow * (or *“ Master ”), is the English equivalent for the Scottish *“ Fellow-Craft >’ (or ‘ Master **).
Thus Elias Ashmole says in his diary—11th March, 1682—*‘ I was the Senior Fellow among them,” and he gives
the names of the other ‘‘ Fellowes ” also present at the Lodge held at Mason's Hall, London. * Good Brethren
and Fellowes,”” meaning Apprentices, and (in the old sense)  pass’d Masters ” who had been admitted to the
freedom of their Craft—-are expressions which will be found in most versions of the M8, Constitutions. They
come in directly after the Invocation, and immediately before the Legend of the Guild.

% Hist. of F., ii., 292, 354 ; iii., 472.
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The 1st is from the *“ Mason’s Examination,” also published in 1723. It runs:—

Q. Where was you made ?

A. In the valley of Jehosophet, behind a Rush-bush, where a Dog was never heard to
bark, or Cock crow, or elsewhere.
1794 The 2nd is from “The Grand Mystery of the Freemasons Discover'd,” printed in

Q. How many make a Lodge ?

A. God aund the Square, with Five or Seven right and perfect Masons, on the highest
Mountains, or the lowest Valleys in the World.

The 3rd is from * Masonry dissected,” 1730.

Q. Where does the Lodge stand ?

A. Upon Holy Ground, or the highest Hill, or lowest Vale, or in the Vale of
Jehosaphat, or any other Secret Place.

Now if we look closely into these catechisms,—that of 1723, mentions the “ Valley of
Jehosophet,” but not the highest hills and lowest valleys.” The next one, of 1724, does just
the opposite,—the “ Valley of Jehosophat' is not named, but * the highest Mountains, and
lowest Valleys” are; while in the catechism of 1730 we find both phrases in full—from
which we may, I think, conclude, that by incorporating what was given in the two others, it
really goes back beyond or behind them, and reproduces in an ampler form, many details of
@ still earlier catechism than has come down to us.

These pretended revelations must be handled with due caution. In the year 1730,
Deputy Grand Master Blackerby spoke in the Grand Lodge of the author of ‘* Masonry
Dissected ” as ““ an Impostor,” and “ of his Book as a foolish thing not to be regarded.” But
even a sullied stream is a blessing compared to a total drought, and in the absence of
evidence upon which we can confidently rely, even waifs and strays from the most tainted
sources are not to be disregarded, provided they bear at least the impress of antiquity.l

We may assume, however, from the publications I have cited, without endeavouring
either to reconcile their discrepancies, which would be a manifest impossibility, or to look for
meanings which probably never had any existence, that the practice of Lodges meeting,
and of persons being made Masons, in the open air, and under conditions favourable for
secrecy, was at least an article of popular belief in 1723-30, and in it we find an echo or
survival of the usage so strictly enjoined by the statutes of the Lodge of Aberdeen, in 1670.

Upon this two claims may be founded,—the first, that many real customs observed in
Modern Masonry (1723-30), may also rest on a similar basis of antiquity, although no actual
proofs are forthcoming: and secondly, if any part whatever of the ritual of Modern Masonry
was founded on the Ancient Masonry prevailing at Aberdeen in 1670, it would again be
carried back—but how far I will leave you to decide for yourselves—as it is a moral certainty
that the customs of a Lodge composed of forty-nine members, of whom all but eight were
Speculative or Symbolical Masons, had not all grown up in a day.

‘Whether the Masonry of Aberdeen, and inferentially of that existing in some other
parts of Scotland, was sui generis, or an importation from England, cannot be determined,
but the latter supposition, if we accord due weight to the predominance of operative Masonry
as a living art, in the South, seems to be the more probable of the two.

The next question for our consideration is, did Dr. Anderson remodel the ancient
ritual as well as the ancient laws of the Freemasons? The subject however is enveloped by
too much confusion for & definite reply to be possible. 1t is probable that be did, and that
we owe to him the introduction of the Scottish operative titles, and the expansion of the
system of degrees, though it is quite possible that the third degree, by which I do not meana
new ceremony, but an alteration in the method of imparting the old ones, was the work of
other hands.

In Dr. Anderson’s Book of Constitutions, 1723, two grades only of Freemasons are
mentioned, Entered Apprentice, and Fellow Craft or Master, the same as existed in the Lodge
of Aberdeen. But about 1725 the titles of Fellow Craft and Master became disjoined, and as
Dr. Anderson was absent from the deliberations of the Grand Lodge of England, between June
1724 and June 1731, it is gerha,ps a fair inference that he was not concerned in the alteration.

To suam up. It is, I think, abundantly clear, that $he Masonic body had its first origin
in the trades-unions of Medi®val operatives, but we must now ask ourselves, whether there

1 Eg., Sloane M.8. 3820, has :—*‘ To Discourse a Mason in France, Spaine, or Turkey, the signe is
to kneel Down on his left knee and hold up his right hand to the sunn, and the out landish Brothr will
presently take him up but [adds the compiler, who is evidently a bit of a wag], beleive me if they go on
their knees on that accot they may remain there”” Per contra, however, and as illustrating the position main-
tained in the text, the same MS. states that by virtne of a particular sign, a Mason must come down if
required to do so from the top of a steeple. This, though also ridiculous, and doubtless equally devoid of real
meaning, nevertheless lends colour to the statement of Dr. Plot, that something precisely similar was included
among the traditionary observances of the Staffordshire Masons in 1686.—See 4.Q.C., i., 69.
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was.a Survival of their Symbolism,—or indeed if they possessed any at all—when Ancient
Masonry put on its Modern attire, and became as it has since continued to be, a purely
speculative science.

In other words, did the Freemasons of 1717, and later, retain, many forms, ceremonies,
words, and symbols, which they derived from their direct ancestors, the Working Masons.

Before, however, adducing the strongest evidence I possess, in favour of the antiquity
of our existing Masonic Symbolism, and which I have purposely kept back until the last
moment, let me briefly state a counter-theory that has its supporters.

It is, that some men, being learned in astrology, alchemy, and cabbalistic lore gener-
ally, were also Freemasons, and took advantage of this circumstance to indoctrinate their
colleagues with their own fantastic belief, and so, under the cloak, and by means of the
organization of Freemasonry, to preserve temets which might otherwise have fallen into
complete oblivion.

According to Vaughan, “ Mysticism has no Genealogy. The same round of notions,
occurring to minds of similar make, under similar circumstances, is common to mystics in
ancient India and in modern christendom.! The same writer observes :—‘ As the revival
of letters spread over Europe, the taste for antiquity and natural science began to claim its
share in the freedom won for theology ; the pretensions of the Cabbala, of Hermes, of Neo-
Platonist Theurgy became identified with the cause of progress.”

I shall pass lightly over a subject which has lain out of my course of study, and is,
perhaps, beyond ray sphere of comprehension. But I believe it may assumed, that accord-
ing to the theory of which I am trying to give you an outline, the mystical knowledge or
symbolism of the Craft, is supposed to have been introduced into the Lodges by the

ermetical philosophers, or Rosicrucian adepts, whose studies appear to have embraced the
same objects, and between whom therefore the only difference seems to have been one of
title, the former appellation being the earlier of the two, but the latter (owing to the alleged
existence of a .Society of Rosicrucians, with which, however, the other Rosicrucians must ;not
be confounded) ultimately becoming the more common term by which those votaries of
the “ Chymical Art,” or * Sons of the Fire,” were alluded to.

It has been maintained by some writers, that the influence of Hermeticism upon
Masisonry, made itself felt during the time of Elias Ashmole, while by others it is affirmed
that the symbolism of our Society is of much later institution, and that it came to us after
1717, at the hands of the Rosicrucians.

There is also a third contention—to which I have previously referred—partaking of
the other two, and it is that Hermetic symbolism had penetrated into Masonry, before, * but
that the working-class of Masons in the Lodges had no knowledge of it,” until after, the era
of Grand Lodges.

‘With regard to these several theories, I shall first of all put the following case. Let
us suppose that we find in an individual certain habits or idiosyncracies, and that it is
confidently asserted that he has inherited them from his grandfather. Further, let us
imagine that with regard to his intermediate ancestor, no information whatever is forth-
coming, and I think it represents fairly enough, the stretch of faith that is required of us, to
yield an implicit assent to the dogma of Hermetic ancestry with which we are presented.

‘We should, in the one case, I think, endeavour to trace the immediate paternity of the
individual whose habits or idiosyncracies were the subject of consideration, and this is
precisely what I shall ask you to assist me in doing in the other case.

Under the Grand Lodge of England, within the first decade of its existence, there was
& ceremonial, or, to vary the expression, certain ritual and emblematical observances were
wrought in the Lodges, and whether these were then new or old, is, shortly stated, the main
issue for our determination.

If T notice the fact that the Hermeticists or Rosicrncians, are not known to have
practised themselves, any mystic or symbolical ceremonies which they could have passed on to
the Freemasons, it is merely that I may proceed with the observation, that what is incapable
of proof, is of course equally incapable of refutation.

But these alchemistical philosophers did not pursue their curious studies in one
country only, and why if they fraternized with, or in any way made use of, the Masons of
Britain (or their organization), they shounld have as resolutely refrained from doing the same
thing on the Continent, is a mystery of which the explanation is withheld from us.

Much weight has been attached to the undoubted fact that Elias Ashmole was both
an Hermetical philosopher, and a Freemason. Still, conjecture must not be allowed to take
the place of evidence, and we may well ask for the requisite information that will enable us
to consider the influence of Hermeticism as it appears in the general body of Masonry, and
not as it was circumstanced in any individual member of the Craft.

! Hoars with the Mystics, i., 60. 2 Ibid, ii., 30.
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Bro. Albert Pike tells us, in words which are so beautifully chosen, that I shall
need no apology for reproducing them :—

*“The Symbolism of Masonry is the Soul of Masonry. Every symbol of the Lodge is
a religious teacher, the mute teacher also of morals and philosophy. It is in its ancient
symbols and in the knowledge of its true meanings, that the pre-eminence of Freemasonry
over all other Orders consists. In other respects some of them may compete with it, rival it,
perhaps even excel it ; but, by its symbolism, it will reign withoat a peer when it learns again
what its symbols mean, and that each is the embodiment of some great, old, rare truth.”?

You will have in your immediate recollection, the words to which I specially invited
your attention:—* When it learns again what its symbols mean.” They proclaim a truth
which is a cardinal feature of the theory or hypothesis that I am presenting to you this
evening.

sit is, that the meaning of a great part of our Masonic Symbolism has been forgotten,
and here I shall proceed to show you, why in my judgment there are grounds for believin
that this partial obliteration of its import must have taken place before the era of Gran
Lodges.

8 If this view be tenable, then we may put on one side the suggestion that * the legend
of the Third Degree was introduced by the new comers into Masonry, who brought into it
all that is really symbolic and philosophical in the Three Degrees.”®

It is unlikely—not to say impossible—that any men of intellectual attainments, who
joined the Craft under the Grand Lodge of England, during the first decade of its existence,
would have introduced any Symbolism of which they did not understand the meaning, and
I think it can be very easily shewn from the ceremonial of that period, that it must have
been quite as obscure and unintelligible in many parts, in those days as it is in our own.

But as a preliminary, let us hear what a Commentator on one of the printed
catechisms wrote with regard to it at the time of its publication.

Dr. Anderson himself is said to have been the writer, though I deem this to be
incorrect, but the piece was written by someone possessing great ability, and was reprinted
in the Book of Constitutions, 1738. 1t was styled *“ A Defence of Masonry,” and the design
of the 3rd chapter was to remove the general impression produced by the publication of Masonry
Dissected, * that the principles and the whole frame of Free-Masonry was so very weak
and ridiculous, that it reflected upon Men of the least Understanding to be concerned in it.”
In proof of which, it was alleged that the * Dissection” discovered * nothing but an unintel-
ligible Heap of Stuff and Jargon, without Common Sense or Connection.”

Upon this, the learned and ingenious author of the * Defence,” who professed it to be
his object to make “a few impartial Remarks upon the Dissection, without contending for the
Reputation of Masonry on the one hand, or reflecting upon the Dissector on the other,”
observes :—

“I confess I am of another opinion .. the system as taught in the regular Lodges,
may have some redundancies or defects, occasioned by the indolence or ignorance of the old
Members. And, indeed, considering throngh what obscurity and darkness the Mystery has
been delivered down ; the many centuries it has Survived ; the many countries, and languages,
and sects, and parties it has run thro,” we are rather to wonder it ever arrived to the present
Age without more Imperfections. In short—I am apt to think that Masonry, as it is now
explained [I ask your alteration to these words, which are in italics in the original], has in
some circnmstances declined from its original purity : it bas run long in muddy streams, and
ag it were, nuderground ; but notwithstanding the great rust it may have contracted, there
is, (if I judge right) much of the old Fabrick still remaining: the Foundation is still intire ;
the essential Pillars of the Building may be seen throngh the Rubbish, though the Saper-
structure may be over run with Moss and Ivy, and the Stones by length of time disjointed.

And, therefore, as the Busto of an old Hero is of great value among the curious,
though it has lost an Eye, the Nose, or the Right Hand, 8o Masonry with all its blemishes and
misfortunes, instead of appearing ridiculous, ought (in my humble opinion) to be received
with some Candour and esteem from a Veneration to its Antiquity.”$

The passage I have just read to yon, lends no colour to the supposition that any new
comer into Masonry could have remodelled the ancient ritual. Indeed, as you have seen, by
the general public, ** the principles and the whole frame of Free-Masonry was deemed so
weak and ridiculous, that it reflected upon men of the least understanding to be concerned
in it.”

Of this a farther example is afforded by some inuendoes in the “ Ode to the Grand
Khaibar,#1726, which besides allusions to the “unintelligible Gabble,” and * Solemn Fooleries,’”
of the Freemasons, has the following : —

! Official Bulletin (U.S.4.) Sup. Council, 8.J., viii., app. 18. 2 4.Q0C.ii., 43.
3 A Defence of Masonry, 105, 106. 4 Q.C.A.1i., pt. ii., No. 5.
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“ With empty Names of Kings and Lords
The Mystic Lopgk may sooth the Fancy,
Words without Meaning it affords,
And Signs without significancy."”

But to pass into a higher sphere of criticism, we may infer from the * Defence of
Masonry ” having been reprinted with the Book of Constitutions, 1738, that in the opinion
of the leading Masonic authorities, the ancient * Fabrick” (of Masonry) had sustained
such ravages at the hands of time and neglect, as to raise doubts as to how much of it was
¢ gtill remaining.”!

The proper thing to do, however, is to examine the ritual for ourselves, and here, as
time presses, I must ask those brethren who are unacquainted with its peculiar phraseology
to at least so far yield me their confidence, as to believe in my statement that it abounds
with archaisms, which are clearly survivals of more ancient forms of speech. I will also
premise, that in choosing a title for this paper, I have been influenced by the consideration,
that while the Symbolism of Ancient Masonry may have embraced many things that were
absent from its Ceremonial, still all we can learn of the former must be derived from our
actual knowledge of the latter—a fragment it may well be, of the symbolic teaching of more
remote ages, but nevertheless, all that we can rely upon with any approach to certainty, as
affording a real clue to the lost secrets of the Society.

[A verbal exposition was then given of the early ritual and ceremonial under the
" Grand Lodge of England, together with typical illustrations of the lost meanings of some
portions of the Symbolism of Masonry.2]

That the Symbolism of Masonry existed before the era of Grand Lodges (1717) is, 1
think, a point upon which, if we reflect at all, there can be little or any variety of opinion.
But if the minor contention, which has been laid before you, is establisbed to your satisfac-
tion, you will find, 1 think, that you are carried a very great way towards accepting the
major one.

! In other words, if the symbolism (or ceremonial) of Masonry is older than the year
1717, there is practically no limit whatever of age that can be assigned to it. Affer the
formation of a Grand Lodge, there was centralization. Before it there was none. Each
Lodge then met by inherent right, and even if we go so far as to admit the possibility of new
and strange practices being introduced with any one of them, there was no higher body by
whose authority these innovations could have been imposed on the other Lodges. To put it
in another way. If we once get beyond or behind the year 1717, i.e., into the domain of
Ancient Masonry, and again look back, the vista is perfectly illimitable, without a speck or
shadow to break the continuity of view which is presented to us.

It is therefore very far from being an arbitrary hypothesis—that the Symbolism we
possess has come down to us, in all its main features, from very early times, and that it
originated during the splendour of Medimval Operative Masonry, and not in its decline.

With regard then to the antiquity of all that is of primary importance in Masonic
1Slym‘tﬁ)lism, some remarks of a non-Masonic writer will fit in very well by way of conclusion ;

e tells us :—

“ That in very ancient times much knowledge of all kinds was embodied in mystical
figures and schemes, such as were deemed appropriate for its preservation. Also, that many
of these figures and schemes are preserved in Masonry, though their meaning is no longer
understood by the fraternity.”3

The W.M. having called for comments on the paper just read, the Secretary stated he had received
the following observations, from several brethren, based on the advance proofs which he had forwarded them.

Bro. Gould’s paper requires more time for careful study than is permitted to me, prior to the Lodge
meeting, so that I must not now do much beyond expressing my warm thanks to our gifted brother for his
deeply interesting and instructive essay; one of many for which we as members feel indebted.

It appears to me that unless we are prepared, on solid grounds, to admit * the antiquity of Masonic
Symbolism,” we need not trouble to say aught about Free-masonry prior to the last century. Symbolism in
connection with Freemasonry antedates our oldest Records, and without the first-mentioned, the latter would
be lifeless ; either actually or retrospectively.

Iam unable, however, to assent to Bro. Gould’'s main design (at least, without exact definition),
wherein he seeks to prove that ‘‘ the essentials of the Three Craft Degrees must have existed before the
formation of the first Grand Lodge.” What is meant by the term * essentials’? In the absence of an
explanation I can only reiterate my belief that Degrees are post ‘‘ Revival,” but Masonic Symbolism goes

1 ¢ Ag well might we believe that the sun travels round the earth, instead of the earth round the
sun, as to believe in all the incongruities which have been taught to Masons in the Symbolic degrees.—

Dalcho, Orations, 38.
" 2 80e 4.Q.C, ii., 43, 44. 3 Heckethorn, Secret Societies, i., 248.
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baok to pre-historic times. ‘‘Degrees” as we understand the term—oonferred only on the favoured ones, to
the exclusion of all others, with ¢ peculiar seorets attached to each,” separate obligations as respects their
esoteric character, and distinct ceremonies,—are to my mind wholly modern. .

That there was a Masonic Ceremonial as Bro. Gould pats it —prior “ to the era of Grand Lodges,”
is equally clear and has emphatically been proved over and over again ; but precisely what that ceremony
was, has 80 far eluded our grasp. One of the Masonic MSS. in the Harleian Collection, as well as Dr. Plot’s
Staffordshire—both of the 17th century—indicate that this Ceremony consisted of more than a simple
word, for “ signs ”’ evidently were included in the * secrets.”” I should like much to sapport Bro. Gould
with all the strength possible, in his desire to see more justice done to the * Old Charges of British Free-
masons,” for including the * Regius MS8.,” and the * Additional M8.” (14th and 15th centuries), we have a
number of trustworthy witnesses, extending over five hundred years, all of which are peculiar to the Masonio
Craft, and are of immense value and importance in relation to the origin and character of that aged
Society. Take the question of Masonic Symbolism so interestingly and suggestively treated by Bro. Gould.
The ¢ Melrose MS.” given by me in the “ Masonic Magazine’’ (January, 1880), through the kind offices
of Bro. W. F. Vernon (C.C.) represents an originul of the year 1681 or earlier, the preserved transcript (in
the satisfactory castody of the old Melrose Lodge) bearing date December, 1674.

In it we read, in reference to *‘ Loses ” or Cowans, that Masters and Fellows were cautioned against
letting ** ym know ye priviledge of ye compass, Square, Levell, and ye plum-rule.” At the end of this “ Old
Charge ” is an affidavit by “ John Wincester Master frie mason ” that ** Robert Winsester hath lafuly done his
datie to the soience of Masonrie,” the former in testimony thereof not only did “ eubscrib his name,” but
also *‘ sett to his Mark in the year of our Lord 1581.”

Ag to “ Catechisms ™ and ““ Exposures” generally, they all seem to me to partake of the Grand
Lodge era, though doubtleas soms contain in them the germs of the old régime. There must have been some
common bond between the two systems to account for the ease with which old brethren were received into
the new organizations, and in like mauner also as respects the * constitution ” of Lodges.

I am glad also to find Bro. Gould so warmly appreciates the researches of our esteemed Junior
Warden in relation to Masons’ Marks, for that is surely a department that has almost been overlooked by
our students, and yet will repay us far more than many have the least idea, or anticipation. Let any sceptic
as to this point carefully read Bro. Gould’s ¢ History of Fremasonry * in relation to the Aberdeen Lodge and
its unique * Mark Book,” and then remember that it is but one out of many evidences that can be
consulted, and the wonder will be that sach a mine of wealth has so long been neglected.

It will not do for me to go over again the ground travelled by me when reviewing Bro. Gould’s very
able Commentary on the ‘ Regius MS.,” save to congratulate him that he has secured such an able exponent
-of his views as our mutual friend, General Albert Pike.

With respect to Dr. Stukeley and his initiation in 1721, I am of the opinion that the learned
antiquary is for once in error, either as to the date, or the precise circumstances ; for surely at the period he
names his could not have been the premier reception * for many years.”

In conclusion, I have not the slightest objection to subscribe my name to the declaration of Bro.

Gould’s that “ the balance of probability is in favour of a8 early an origin” of Symbolism as of our written .

traditions.—W. J. HueHAN,

I am pleased to have an opportunity of adding my mite to the discussion which I trust may arise
on Bro. Gould’s admirable paper. It isa subject in which I feel a keen interest. Personally, I have long
held the opinion that, both the ceremonial and ritual (in a somewhat crude form, but sufficient as a real
groundwork) must have been known to the “ Revivalists” of 1717. I have never been able to satisfy
myself that & number of individuals (and particularly Masons) then met together to frame a new and such a
wondrous system ; nor can I yet understand how the members of four lodges could agree to that which, if
new to them, must have excited the ridicule, if not the disgust, of other Masons. We know there were
many Masons in London besides those of the “ four old lodges,”” but setting these aside, is it reasonable to
suppose that the older members of the lodges which met at the Apple Tree Tavern (and there are always old
members) would quietly acquiesce in the formation of a system and ceremonial previously unknown to
them? All subsequent Masonio experience is antagonistic to such a notion. Unless it be arged that the
Masons in 1717 were all willing to receive a new system and falsify their old practices, how can it be main-
tained that Symbolic Masonry was then originated ?

‘Whether Bro. Gould has proved that the Symbolism of Masonry, or an appreciable portion of it,
was already known to the so-called Revivalists of 1717, does not seem to be quite what we are asked to
determine however. Indeed no one knows better than Bro. Gould the difficulty of proof, which is so great
as to be frankly acknowledged here and there throughout his most interesting paper. In dealing with this
snbject our learned Brother exhibits, besides the skill of the well-read and deep searching student, an ardens
interest in this lodge which must angur well for the future. He gives us, along with his theory of the
antiquity of Masonic Symbolism, an opinion (which I note is shared by our Bro.J.W.) that the study of
Medisval Masons’ Marks is likely to be of great importance in either demolishing or substantiating it. I
am perhaps assuming a little too much, but his words may easily be thus construed. However, his frank
suggestion must be regarded as a most valuable one by the members of the Quatuor Coronati Lodge, the
more 8o a8 this branch of study has been notoriously neglected of late years.

Bro. Gould’s theory that during the 15th and 16th centuries the Craft declined along with all the
Arts, is ingenious. It bas the very great merit of being plausible, and as an important stone in the fabrio
of his general hypothesis will no doubt carry due weight in the minds of his hearers. Thos. Sprat, Bishop
of Rochester, who wrote the History of the Royal Society (1667) at a time when the ravages of the great
fire, plague, and civil commotions were rarely absent from his mind, makes many pertinent allusions to the
losses then felt, from a student’s point of view, through those national calamities. In one place he touches
upon the very essence of Bro. Gould’s contention. He says (p. 118), referring to Philosophy (but it includes
within its meaning most of the intellectual Arts), “ If we reckon from its first setting forth in the east, we
¢‘ghall find, that in 8o long a tract of time, there have not been above four or five hundred years, at several

D
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“ intervals, wherein it has been in any request in the world. And if we look back on all the alterations and
¢ gnbversion of States that have happened in Civil Nations these three thousand y ears, we may still behold
¢ that the Science of Men's brains has been always subjeot to be far more injured by such vicissitudes tham
¢ the Arts of their hands.” The inference is, as it seems to me, that the handicraft of Masonry might well
survive revolations whilst the symbolism decayed.

As regards Ancient Masonry in China, the tools of operative Masons are universally allowed to be of
great antiquity, but a philosopher’s application of them in a symbolic sense 400 years B.C. neither proves the
existence of the Freemasonry with which Bro. Gould deals, nor identifies (as it should do) such philosopher
a8 & Mason. I prefer Bro. Gould’s suggestion of Medisval Marks as more sensible than looking (at present)
2,000 years back either in China or elsewhere. All the ancient philosophers found it convenient for their
purposes that their principles should be “veiled in allegory and illustrated by symbols,” and probably the
use of such then highly prized instruments as the square and compasses, very soon suggested their signifi-
cance to a moralist like Confucins. It is not unlikd% that even he was a mere borrower from some earlier
teacher of Ethics. However, the extract from Book VI. of Mencius is, to say the least, startling, and if it be
really authentio there is every excuse for the deductions which I presume led Mr. Giles to connect symbolio
Freemasonry with so remote a period.

But seeing that I agree in the main with Bro. Gould, it is hardly fair to monopolise too much of the
time allowed for discussion. I will therefore for the present be content with expressing an opinion most
sincerely felt, viz., that the subject has been handled in a masterly manner, and if the discussion upon it
does no move than enlighten us all on & most dificult question, it must be felt to be convincing proof of the
utility, nay even the necessity, of our existence as a school of Masonic culture.—J. RaMsDEN RILEY.

I wish to congratulate Bro. Gould on this important paper. There are brethren in the Lodge much
more competent than myself to discuss most of the questions which it brings forward, eo my remarks will be
fow. The value of this contribution to our studies will be great, and I wisb to call attention to one
of its lesser qualifications. It is always important to know where we are,—to know what ground we have
gone over, 80 that we may have an idea of what is before us. Those who have sailed on the sea will under-
stand why the captain is so partioular about his latitude and longitude. This paper gives us our latitude and
longitude—our position on the chart—in our voyage of discovery into the regions of Masonic archmology.
It tells us what ga.a been done, and indicates fairly well what is generally recognised as accepted in our
inquiry, and by this means it demonstrates what has yet to be laboured at, and in what direction we should
work in the future. If Bro. Gould’s paper contained nothing more than this, it would well deserve our thanks.
I shall only add a word on the sapposed origin of the Third Degree. According to Bro. Gould, it is now
commonly acoepted by the Craft, that it, with other mysteries, were derived from the Rosicrucians or the
Hermetical adepts. This may have been g0, but it seems to me that Masonic students have overlooked the
monastic orders. If there were in former times bands of Masons who travelled about Europe building
cathedrals, they would be more likely to be brought into intimate contact with the monks than with
Rosicrucians or Hermeticists. The Benedictines were the learned order, they studied geometry, and the
liberal sciences of the time—a connecting link in itself. The monastic orders were Brotherhoods—another
link. Much might have been borrowed from this direction, including the main features of the Third Degree.
The orders of knighthood, I am inclined to suspect, had ceremonies which may possibly have been the source,
and a careful study of their rites of initiation might repay the Masonic student. The real difficulty is not the
abseoce of suchrites, but it appears that the task is to find the data by means of which a connection with any of
them can be traced. However obscure the subject seems to be, we should not lose hope. Let us go on—Ilet us
work, and some simple fact may turn up that will throw light on the point where we desire it to shine. Brother
Gould recognises the importance of studying symbolism. Masons have done this, but rather, I think, from an
exclusively Masonic standpoint, or, to put it in another way, they have limited themselves to interpreting
symbolsin a Magonic sense. Symbols are as old as human civilization, and have been the common property
of all humanity,—to understand them properly, they mast be studied by the comparative method. The more
important Masonio symbols are ancient, and their trune meaning can ouly be found by tracing them back into
the past. This will be found to be particularly the case with the Third Degree; its true meaning can only
be realized by the study of similar rites which appear to go far back into the history of our race. I will only
add that the symbolism of triangles, squares, circles, etc., is only of very secondary importance in comparison
with the meaning that underlies our profoundly Symbolical Third Degree.—W. SIMPsON.

Bro. W. H. Bvranps said he agreed with Bro. Gould in his main contention. It had always
appeared to him impossible to imagine that in 1717 an entirely new system arose. Gradual changes there
were no doubt, and supplemental matter may have been introduced ; but to his mind the greater part of our
symbolism certainly anteceded the Grand Lodge of England.

Bro. F. H. GoLDNEY said :~I am glad that Bro. Gould has alluded in his paper to Masons’ Marks’
for, if we are not able a8 yet to make use of them in our endeavours to throw back the antiquity of speculative
Masonry to earlier times than present proofs afford, they at least may be of considerable value and interest
from an antiquarian point of view. It has been intimated that our learned Junior Warden is about to
prepare a paper upon Masone’ Marks, to be read at one of our meetings; from what he has made known to
us on the subject, in his admirable address on Scotch Masons’ Marks, delivered before the British
Archmological Society at Glasgow in August, 1888, it is sure to be a valuable contribution to the Transactions
of our Lodge. I will briefly mention a few of the many points which readily occur, and which it is to be
hoped he will be able to elucidate. For instance, who made the Masons’ Marks ? They would hardly have
been made by each individnal workman, but more probably by a * Fellow” or “ Master” who employed a
ocertain number of hands, and, if so, it would seem that the stone work was done by sub-contract or piece-
work, rather than by daily wage. The same system of marks to indicate the particular work done by the
different ‘‘gangers,” “butty-men,” or whatever their designation may be, obtains at the present day
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amongst free-stone workers, colliers, and, donbtless, other operatives. On the other hand it is possible that
these marks, in early times, represented work, passed as good, by the Menatschin or Overseers, or, as we
should now call them, Clerks of the Works. However that may be, they could scarcely have been intended for
ornament, for it is singalar that notwithstanding the examples of beautiful designs constantly before them,
these marks should have been always, with but rare exceptions, and universally the simplest and crudest
arrangementas of lines and angles, which never broke out into pretty compositions, such as those found
amongst trade marks. And further, this simplicity seldom lent itself even to initials; still less to s
representation of the human or animal life around the makers, or objeots of their everyday use, not even of
the implements of their art. Attention has been called to these marks having been made upon the
other aide of the stone than that presented to view in the building, 8o as to avoid a disfignred sarface being
shown. It may be taken, then, that where these marks are now observed on ancient structures, it indicates
that such portion of the building has been reconstructed with original stones, which have had iheir hidden
surface brought to view to replace the former damaged one, or stunes which may in the first instance have
been built over, or otherwise covered up. For example, no Masons’ Marks have been found on Salisbury
Cathedral, whilst they may be seen on an adjacent wall, which is known to have been built with stones
brought from Old Sarum. In following out this subject much useful work may be done by brethren who do
not pretend to the learning of Bros. Gould and Hayter Lewis, if they will follow the only safe rule in all
investigations, of whatever nature, viz., to be careful in observation, and accurate in describing the exact
poitli:nds of the buildings were the marks noted by them are found. This is most important as giving a olue
to ate.

Bro. Driver wished to confirm the observation ‘made by Bro. Goldney relative to the marking of
stones by modern working masons. An architect lately informed him that this is still the ordinary practice,
the object being that, in the event of any defect of workmanship, the mark on the stone might show by
whom it had been wrought.

Bro. Spere said :—I will not detain you with expressions of admiration at our brother’s lecture.
Bro. Gould and I have so long worked together that we are perhaps apt to allow our feelings of friendship to
colour our appreciation of each other's efforts. But I believe the lecture comes none too soon : that there are
learned brothers amongst uswho would gladly investigate our symbolism were they sure it was not all spurious
and of late origin—were they only certain of its antiquity theywonld readily admit the possibility of an explana-
tion involving something deeper than the mere play upon words which our present ritual discloses, and would
not deem it beneath their serious notice. My object is to sapport Bro. Gould’s eontentions by a somewhat
different process from that he has chosen ; to strengthen his abstract arguments by an appeal to concrete facts.
Bro. Gould maintains that the ritnal of 1724-30 was not understood at that time and is still less understood now.
Let us take one example which will demonstrate both positions. A prominent symbol of ours is the 47th
problem of Euclid. The symbol existed as early as 1723, being figured on the frentispiece of the Book of Consti-
tutiona of that date, and again below an essay in that of 1738. Can any brother tell me what it is the symbol of ?
Neither then nor since has any explanation been vouchsafed in our Lodges. Its practical use is known to every
bricklayer and mason; it is known to them as the “ Rule of 8, 4, 5.” By measuring off three units along one
wall of a building and four units along another, the hypothenuse should be five units, if the angle be a true right
angle. Last year I was disputing with a teacher of mathematics whether his tennis-lawn was square, and
astonished him by proving, with the aid of a walking-stick that it was not. For twenty years he had tanght
geometry daily, and had never learnt to apply it practically. For 160 years, at least, we have used the
symbol and do not yet understand it ; have never made any attempt to understand it, for even this practical
explanation is not given us, still less any of a symbolical nature in ourritual. It wasasymbol to Pythagoras.
He is said to have aacrificed 100 oxen for joy at its discovery. Let us admit that this was only an exaggerated
and traditional account of his great joy, yet the fact of his exultation remains. Surely not becanse he had
discovered a new version of 2 and 2 make four, but because he saw some strange and striking connection
between the 'E']operbies of a right angled triangle and some great important truth, probably of a theosophical
character. ere is nothing impossible in the thought that our medieval brethren knew this explanation of
their symbol. Certain it is, we donot know it. I have seen one explanation, upon which I will not enter now
and curiously enough it requires that the lines subtending the angle shall be as 3 to 4, a form in which it is
rarely presented Masonically. In any case we have here a symbol which is not understood now, and was not
understood in 1738—for had it been understood then, we should not have lost its meaning. Much of our early
symbolism lingered on through the 18th century and was rejected in 1814, at the crystallization of our present
ritnal. I must not now cite many instances, but will only mention the * Broached Thurnel.” It was never
understood by Grand Lodge Masons, the various and contradictory uses ascribed to it at one and the same
time prove this. It was dropped in 1814 because probably utterly meaningless to the masons of those days ;
they dared not even attempt to explain it, however lamely. Nay, more. There are architects here present,
can any one even deacribe what it was? It was an appliance evidently of use in a masons’ stone yard or
lodge; but what was it ? Well, here are two cases of symbolism perfectly incomprehensible at the beginning
of last century. Can we believe that Anderson, Desaguliers, or any one else, deliberately introduced them
in 1717-26 or subsequently, being absolutely unable to attach any significance to them ? They are obviously
survivals, and consequently the masons of 1717 were esoterically degenerate. I could quote passage after

of our old rituals and show they were not understood then and are not now; but it would oconpy
too long. But the fact proves that we inherited them from the masons of the 17th century, and how much
earlier it is impossible to say. There is, however, one very pretty piece of evidence of the early years of the
16th century still extant. In the year 1830 a very old bridge (Baal's Bridge) near Limerick was being
rebuilt. Under the foundations was found an old brass square, containing Jon its two surfaces this
inacription :

I will strive to line with loue and care
Upon the leuel by the square,

and the date 1517. I am not concerned to deny that some of our symbolism may be modern, but I fail to
understand how any one can argue that none of it is auncient. I believe the greater part (including all
essentials) is undoabtedly medisval at least, and probably centuries older than that. Bro. Gould, in one or
two passages, scems to imply that our old MS. Constitutions afford little or no indication of our earh:est
ceromonies. I believe they state with tolerable precision both their number and nature. First
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they state that whem a youth ig to be made a mason, {.e, apprenticed to a fellow of the Lodge, the
Book of Constitutions, 4., the traditional history of the foundation of the Craft, as given in
the MSS. themselves, shall be read to bim. That then one of the Elders shall present to him the
Bible, on which he is to take an oath to maintain the charges of a Freemason, which are then also
read to him, these forming the concluding portion of the M8S. As far as we can see there was nothing
symbolical in all this, it was a purely business transaction, and at the most was accompanied by the communi»
cation of one or more secret words and signs. Now what I believe to be the earliest and purest form of these
Constitutions is contained in the second part of the Cooke MS., of early 15th century transcription. From
this we learn that every year (if necessary) & general assembly was to be held from province to province
(therefore not specially at York) in order, amongst other matters, to pass masters, i.e., to free the apprentices
from their indentures at the end of their seven years’ service. Being made masters, they entered the
fellowship of the Craft, probably ¢pso facto; and the MS. gives us the outline of the ceremony. * They
that (are to) be made masters should be examined of the articles after written, and ransacked whether they
be able and cunning to the profit of the lords.” That is, there was a purely business examination as to their
knowledge of Craft laws and regulations and respecting their technical proficiency. But it goes on to say
they are to receive their charge, and then follows the well.known series of charges. Here we have some
confusion, because these charges had already been given to the apprentice, and he was required to prove his
knowledge of them before passing. I cannot therefore believe that the second charge, given to the masters,
was identical with the first, and I do believe it is not farther defined simply because it contained vital
secrets. In any case we obtain a description of two separate ceremonies, and the gecond shows signs of
esoterism. I would now call your attention to three extracts from three documents, first—Regins Poem :
about 15th century, or perhaps 14th:—

“ The privities of the Chamber tell he no man,
Nor in the Lodge, whatsoever be done.”

secondly, Cooke MS., 15th century,

“ That he hele the counsel of his fellows in Lodge, and in Chamber, and in every place there as
Masons be.”

and the third from the Grand Lodge MS., date 1583 (and this represents fairly all the other versions),

¢ And also that ye keep all the Counsels of your Fellows truly, be it in Lodge or Chamber, and all
other counsels that ought to be kept by the way of Masonhood.”

Now in all three extracts we have one set of secrets, those of Lodge and Chamber—to which I will revers
shortly. But in the Grand Lodge MS. we have beyond this * and all other counsels that ought to be kept by
way of Masonhood,” probably also alluded to in the Cooke M8. under the words ‘‘ and in every place there
as {Iuom be.” We have thus two distinct sets of secrets. Now it is only possible to imagine two kinds of
secrets, technical and esoteric, and the Freemasons are known to have possessed both. Let us assume that
¢« every counsel by way of Masonhood ” refers to the technical secrets of the craft,—then the counsels of
Chamber and Lodge must be the esoteric secrets, which, taken at their lowest possible valuation, were at
least secrets of recognition. But in every case these are described as twofold, viz., of the Lodge and of the
Chamber, corresponding to the two ceremonies already described. Colloquies of the 18th century replace
the words Lodge and Chamber by Kitchen and Hall, and state the Apprentice will say he has been in the
Kitchen, the Fellow will say he has been in the Hall. On the whole (and I have but given a portion of the
evidence) I submit we are perfectly justified in maintaining the following propositions :—1st, From the 14th
to the 18th centuries two ceremonies existed—that of making masons, or binding to the Craft—and that of
passing masters and admitting to the Fellowship. 2nd, That there were secrets, other than those of the
manipulation of stone attached to each. 3rd, That the masons of 1717 inherited symbolism of the meaning
of which they were ignorant, and 4th, That to produce this ignorance a long course of decay and deterioration
must have obtained, thus carrying our symbolism back for an indefinite period. In a lecture I have
prepared, to be delivered in Yorkshire at the end of this month, I have elaborated my arguments and
attempted to prove that the secrets of those days were identical with our present ones. But the lecture
takes one-and-a-half hours to deliver, and I cannot therefore do justice to the snbject now. But I trust
these short remarks, although somewhat lengthy viewed as a contribution to the discnssion of Bro. Gould’s
lecture, may at least tend to sapport his arguments.

Bro. C. J. BarL thought it a far cry from the 18th century to the time of Confucius, but he thought
Bro. Gonld perfectly justified in quoting the interesting passages he had done, and he himself intended to go
farther still. He then cited the Babylonian term for Square, and showed that at that remote date it comprised
muoch that was now known as Masonic.

Bro. T. Hayrer LEwis said:—As Bro. Gould has alluded to & short paper on Masons’ Marks
and Tooling which I read recently at Glasgow, I think it right to mention that I drew it up with special
reference to Scotland and without any idea that it would be of much interest to our Craft. As, however,
Bros. Speth and Gould consider that some suggestions in it, if worked out, would have a considerable
bearing upon the origin of Freemasonry, I have re-written the paper and placed it at the disposal of the
Lodge. I welcome Bro. Gould’s paper with great pleasure inasmuch as it certainly gives strong indications
of the existence of our Degrees and Ritual in old times. To me, I confess, the history of Masonry in times
80 modern as the 18th century has scarcely any interest. But the subject bears an entirely different
character if it can be shewn that its forms were a survival of those of the old times wherein arose the
exquisitely beautiful buildings of the 12th and 13th centuries. Much of our Ritual seems absurd now, but I
believe it to be composed in the main of fragments of a past age, just as we use in our modern buildings
the stones and granites of a long past era.

Bro. B. W. RicHARDSON having further supported the lecturer, a vote of thanks was unanimously
accorded on the motion of the Worshipfnl Master.
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While we may differ from our veteran historian as to the course to be adopted in pursuing this
important enquiry, we must all join in congratulating Bro. Gould on the ‘ new departure ”” which he has
undertaken. If the Royal Art is indeed “ veiled in allegory and illustrated by symbols” no apology can be
needed for the consideration of this momentous but hitherto neglectéd branch of Masoniclore. Our studenta
may be roughly divided into two classes, one of which, to a greater or less extent, obtains inspiration from
Hermetio sources, while the other takes nothing on trust, but demands chapter and verse for every state-
ment, forgetting that, in dealing with  secrets,” it may not be possible to discover * Prichards” in the
earlier centuries. In certain directions far too much has been said about the ezposures of 1728, et seq., and,
because of the absence of such questionable information, is it reasomable for the critical school, 8o ably
headed in the past by Bros. Gould and Hughan, to assume that there was no Symbolism and no symbolic
teaching prior to the Revival of 1717-24? We must bear in mind that the * Secrets’’ were always safe-
guarded by an O.B. as binding as our own, and further that, until comparatively recent times, there were no
written or printed records of the ceremonial or ritual employed. Even the “ MasouN WoRD,” referred to
in the Scotch minutesis lost : and such being the case with their very simple form of admission, a similar
result might be safely predicated for the equivalent on the south side of the Tweed, where the members were
of a much superior social position.

To my mind there is no question that the essentials of the Three Degrees long ante-date our
premier Grand Lodge, one very cogent reason being that it is much easier to believe it to be so than to
credit any of those whom we know to have been prominent members of the craft 1720 circa, with the
cognition neceesary for the invention of our rituals ; keeping in view that they were men of artificial culture,
disduining colloquial or archaic English as barbarous, and unfit for the lips of classical scholars. Every
Latin student must have remarked in our ceremonials, striking similarities to the main features of the
ancient mysteries, and noted the allusions thereto in Virgil, Apuleins, Theocritus, etc., and only by follow-
ing out this hint can much of what is now dark be made clear to us.

The question presents itself “Is our system of speculative Freemasony necessarily bound ap with,
or a lineal descendant from, the old operative bodies ?*’ In fact must the two systems run together, sharing
each other’s joys and sorrows like the Siamese Twins? The use of the triangle or pentalpha by a labouring
hewer does not prove his acquaintance with the tenets supposed to be conveyed by these signs : for it is
impossible that such a person could have even a rudimentary knowledge of Geometry or Euclid. Bro. Gould,
in his erndite commentary on the Regius MS., conclusively proves that this was not the class addicted to
“@Gemetry.” The Swastika, equal-limbed cross, circle, and other solar signs, found on Danish ornaments,
aacribed to the earlier bronze age, had nundoubtedly at that time some religions meanings :—the markings on
the Newton stone owed their origin to theosophical reasons—the cromlechs of our ancestors bad a devotional
raison d’étre, whether employed for initiation, sepulture, or worship—and we still have in our midst evident
remains of phallic and other faiths, the existence of which we do not dispute although as little able to prove
their descent step by step, as to establish the unbroken continuity from ancient mysteries of those dim
shadowy rites which are still practised in onr assemblies.

Although tempting, it is dangerous to build too much on Masons’ Marks, for many of these forms
are discernible in every part of the world, on metal as well as on stone, and are identical with some of the
tribal and caste marks still common in the East. The immediate purpose for which they were chiselled on
the blocks of stome, in this country at any rate, was merely to identify the hewers who cut them ; and who
certainly could have no idea of their esoteric meanings. Granted that our Cathedrals were built on geome-
trical lines it only goes to prove that those responsible for these structures were conversant, perhaps by rule
of thumb, with the architectural requirements necessary for their erection, and does not by any means
establish any “symbolical” knowledge; though such is indeed probable in the case of monastic overseers
trained at Rome, which had long been the Western repository of Eastern wisdom and science.

A thoughtful consideration of our principal ceremony irresistibly leads us to the doctrine that was
typified by the pastos in the king’s chamber of the Great Pyramid, and conneots with the main character-
istic of all the mysteries, which embodied the highest trnths then known to the illuminated ones.

Must symbolical Freemasonry stand or fall with the operative art ? Not necessarily so, though we
freely concede, in general terms, that the conditions—peace and prosperity—which are favourable to the
industrious tradesman are equally 8o to the meditative student ; for the instructive chart in which Bro. Gonld
oompares England and Scotland shows that during the Wars civilization retrograded in both countries.

The 12th century witnessed an outbreak of mystic Symbolism, perhaps unparalleled in our era, and
gave us the religious legends of the Holy Grail, which point to an Eastern origin : this period coincides with
the greatest popularity of the Templars, whose fall is contemporaneous with the decadence noted by the lecturer.

Without pressing the argument, I may here suggest that some portion, at least, of our Symbolism
may have come through a Templar source, Romanist yet deeply tinged with Gnosticism—while at a later
date the Lollards, (suapposed to be inheritors of Manichmism), and who were but one of the many religio-
political societies with which Europe was honey-combed, possibly introduced or revived some of these
teachings, still tainted with similar tenets, though in a more democratic form as became their inferior rank.
These bodies usually met in fields and at night, reminding us of the regulation in the Aberdeen minute book.

The crus still remains unsolved,—if we demand testamentary * evidence, admissible in a court of
law,” pace Bro. Gould,—how and whence did Freemasonry obtain its SYMBoLs? It must be abundantly clear
that these are almost from the beginning of time, and that they were employed to transmit important
dogmas. No doubt the master artificers responsible for rearing the great temples and tombs of olden days
were held in great esteem, in Egypt as in England, and were men of considerable culture, but that does not
satisfactorily account for the nse by humble labourers of these emblems.

The Symbolism at the Revival in 1717 was evidently not understood —and therefore not then newly
introduced—nor is it yet by the majority of the brethren : possibly on the principle “ omne ignotum pro
magnifico,” the language had been conserved for centuries after its last exponent had been laid to rest, but
nevertheless it is perilous to base any hypothesis on the archaisms which our early Grand Lodges have
handed down to us. The Symbolism may be very ancient, while the ceremonies themselves might be
comparatively modern.

One proposition may be advanced with safety: viz., That Operative Masonry can not esplain the
symbols employed in Freemasonry.

Much stress is laid on the entries in Ashmole’s diary, but he was an alchemical student, and
Mainwaring waa certainly not an operative any more than Randie Holme—why did these gentlemen join a
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Lodge? Was it not probably because at Warrington, as in many other parts of the country, these bodies
interested themselves in mystio pursuits? Some colour is lent to this supposition by the fact, that while
three of the old Lodges, in 1717, were weak in numbers and low in station—operatives in fact,—the fourth
was chiefly, if not entirely, composed of gentlemen who dabbled in architecture, geometry, and recondite
studies, and who may well have been the disciples and successors of the astrological and similar clubs which
flourished, as we are aware, many years earlier. This Lodge must have been a powerful factor in the new
scheme, and no doubt exerted the leverage necessary to raise it in such a short time to the importance that
justified great noblemen in accepting the dignified position of Grand Master.

) Aubrey speaks of Italian architects, which points to the Western centre of culture, but this again
'was periodically nourished from the East. If the Marks of the 12th century betray a Western origin, while
in the next period they are of Eastern extraction, we must either discard the axiom, Ew Oriento Luw, or
assume that the original lender has been lost sight of.

One thing is certain, that satisfactory renderings of our symbols can only be obtained by a study of
Eastern mysticism : Kabbalistio, Hermetic, Pythagorean, and Gnoestic. Down the centuries we find enrolled
the names of philosophic teachers who veiled their doctrines in figures similar to those in vogue among the
Rosicrucians and still more recent students, and often identical with the signs we blazon on the walls of our
Lodges and Chapters. The real reason of the palmary position assigned by Pytbn%m to the 47th problem
(as we term it) was only discovered after long and persistent enquiry by him whom Bro. Speth has so ha.fppily
designated “ the Nestor of American Freemasonry,” and I heartily commend to every reader of our
Transactions the dictum of the same venerable master (Bro. Albert Pike) as quoted in the thesis under
review, ‘‘ that Symbolism is the soul of Masonry,”—and his further remark, * that it isin its ancient symbols
and in the knowledge of its true meanings that the pre-eminence of our order consists.” Symbolism is
mute allegory, and without a just appreciation thereof we are not worthy to be called Craftsmen. The
Operative trace will only yield fragmentary results unless combined with Hermectic enquiry.

I am not without hope that the ¢ new departure” may yet bring our eminent lecturer into closer
touch and sympathy with other than the purely operative side of our earlier history. By this carefully
thought out contribution to Masgonic study Bro. Gould has earned the warmest gratitude of every intelligent
mem%er of the Fraternity he loves so well, and for whose best interests he has ungrudgingly spent g0 many
years of his life.—Epw. Macsean, 1.G.

My best thanks are due to those brethren who have taken part in the discussion —oral and written
~—which has followed the paper I had so recently the pleasure of reading before the Lodge. Indeed, my
sole regret is, that some of the speeches on the 3rd January last, notably those of Bros. Ball and Rylands,
have been cat down almost to vanishing point, in the process of reproduction.

The various remarks on my lecture, and among them I include whatever criticisms from an outside
source that have yet fallen in my way!, suggest at the outset of this reply, that two of our stock terms in
the Lodge are capable of a more varied application than has hitherto been accorded to them. These are the
phrases * Inner” and “ Outer Circle,” which though only used at present to distinguish the actual members
of the Lodge, from the subscribers to ite Transactions, may, a8 it seems to me, with perfect propriety, be
employed in a double sense, the new one being, that by Inner Circle shall be understood those brethren by
whom a paper is actually considered in the Lodge; and by Outer Circle, the full members and others who
read the printed proceedings of our meetings, but take no part in the oral discussions. This idea I throw
out, because if the proposed amplification of our Lodge vocabulary be deemed permissible, it will convey in
o nutshell, the distinction to be drawn between the extent to which the secrets of Masonry may be legitimately
discussed within a close-tiled Lodge, or in the columns of the press, respectively. These prefatory observa-
tions may serve to explain why I pass somewhat lightly over points in my paper where I am charged with
expressing myself either obscurely, or with ambiguity. In both contentions, however, which I submitted to
the Lodge, at its last meeting, I was sustained by the whole voice of the Inner Circle (in the new sense of
that expression), but while I shall do my best, I cannot hope in a written reply, to satisfy the doubts or
grpillex;ties of that larger (or Outer) Circle, who, on the 3rd January were not actually present with usin

o flesh.

Thus, I cannot very well indicate, to Bro. Hugban, on paper, what I mean with regard to “ the
essentials of the degrees ” (i.e., the first Three), being the same both before and after, the so-called Revival
of 1717. Neither can I pursue at any length, the distinction drawn by Bro. Pike, between a ‘* Philosophically
Symbolic” and a *“ Morally-8ymbolic” Masonry—the one, he thinks, having existed before, and the other
after, the era of Grand Lodges. Henoce, I shall notice the points thus raised by these two brethren, in a single
sentence, which, however, it will be my object to make as clear to them as possible. I am of opinion that
the Magonic Secrets as existing at about the second decade of Modern Masonry, or to speak with greater
precision, during the Grand Mastership of Lord Kingston (1729), had their origin in a period of time far
anierior to the great event of A.n. 1717, If this view be correct, the ceremonial of Magonry, which we know
to have been Morally-8ymbolic in 1729, was equally so before the era of Grand Lodges, and the existence of
a Philosophically-8ymbolic Masonry—at any time—becomes one of those,shadowy speculations, to which, in
the absence of further light, we can only assign a place in the vast realm of conjecture.

At the so-called ¢ Revival,” of A.p. 1717, the introduction of a new Symbolism would have been
impossible, but it is contended, that to a more or less extent new ideas were ingrafted on the transmitted
Symbolism. This there is no evidence to support. Indeed, quite the contrary. The earliest Masonic
Symbolism we have any clear knowledge of, is that practised in the English Lodges from about 1723 to 1729,
Whether the ceremonial of those days is best described as Morally-Symbolio, or by any otber name, is
immaterial. Whatever it was at that epoch, it had been from a period of time then remote—as I shall
venture to lay down with confidence, on the authority of the consensus of opinion arrived at by the members
and others who were present at the last meeting of this Lodge. I therefore pass away from the lesser
contention which pervaded my address of the 8rd January.

With the larger one it is not easy to deal in the short compass which is here allowed me, ror, indeed,
does its full discussion fall within the scope of my paper’. A dozen papers at least would be required to do

. !eg., “ A letter touching Masonic Symbolism ”—8th Nov. 1889—from Bro. Albert Pike to the
writer; and an article in the Freemason’s Chronicle—7th Deo. 1889—entitled * Masonio Antiquity, Bro.
Gould’s Newly Assumed Championship For.” 2 Ante, p. 30—note 3.
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justice to it. Still a few words on the way in which the problem should be worked out, with some i
allusions to the subsidiary puzzles which yet await solution, may have their value as presenting mt;g
chart or map, that will guide the student into these bye-paths of Masonic history, from whose thorough
exploration much benefit may be anticipated.

With regard to the derivations of Masonry, there are, briefly, three possibilities.

It may have down to us

I. Through a strictly Masonic channel.

1I. Through the Rosicrucians.

III. Through & variety of defunct societies, whose usages and customs, have been appropriated, not
inherited, by the Freemasons.

The first possibilily has already been considered with some minuteness in the body of my paper,
and the theory I then advanced, will be fortified or the reverse, by the degree of probability which, on a
fair examination, can be reasonably attached to either of the remaining theories of Masounic origin.

II. THE RosicRUCIANS.—In 1782, Christoph Friedrioh Nicolai, a learned bookseller of Berlin,
advanoed a singular hypothesis, viz., that English Masonry had its origin in the ‘‘New Atlantis” of Lord
Bacon, and was the actual product of an Hermetical and Rosicrucian fraternity, of which Elias Ashmole and
others were leading members. This fraternity sought to arrive at truth by the study of Alchemy and
Astrology. It was established in 1646, at Warrington, and afterwards, in order to oconceal their mysterious
designs, ’the members were admitted into the Masons’ Company of London, and took the name of * Free
Masons.”

Another German writer—Johann Gottlieb Buhle—attempted to prove, first of all in Latin (18083),
and subsequently in his native language (1804), that the Freemasons were originally Rosicrucians, and
derived their real origin from a secret fraternity of the latter, of which John Valentine Andrea (born 1586,
died 16564) was the founder.

The theory of Professor Buhle is dead, and I am not going to raise its melancholy ghost, but the
older speculation of Nicolai, may be said, in a modified form, to have its adherents even at this day.

It is well known that Ashmole was made a Freemason at Warrington in 1646, that he attended a.

Lodge held at the Hall of the Masons' Company, London, in 1682, and that his diary records his presence at
the annual Astrologer’s Weast.

Upon these facts, Nicolai seems to have erected his hypothesis, in which as a cardinal feature we
find that Elias Ashmole is made to figure as the oconnecting link between the Freemasons and the votaries
of Alchemy and Astrology. Yet there is not only a total absence of proof to warrant our belief that the
Symbolism of the Hermetic Art was imported by Ashmole into Masonry, but it may also be affirmed that to
do so would be to violate every canon of probability.

In the first place, it would seem, that even if possessed of the will to benefit Masonry at the expense
of Hermeticiem, he apparently lacked the necessary ability to carry his purpose into effect. Ashmole, according
to the best authorities, ‘ was never an Adept, and began to write when he was bat a disciple.”” But let us
indge him out of his own mouth. His diary records under the 13th of May, 1662 :—* My father Backhouss
Iing gick in Fleet Street, over against St. Dunstan’s Church; and not knowing whether he should live or

ie, about one of the clock, told me, ¢n syllables, [italics mine] the true matter of the Philosopher’s Stone,
which he bequeathed to me as a legacy.”

TUpon the foregoing it has been remarked :—* By this we learn that a miserable wretch knew the
art of making gold, yet always lived a beggar ; and that Ashmole really imagined he was in possession of the
syllables of a secret.’”

The belief, however, in an Ashmolean influenoe having been exercised upon Freemasonry, demands
our attention, notwithstanding that one scarce knows how to be serious in the confutation of an absurdity
that shews itself at the first sight. It is the main prop of the theory that the Symbolism of Masonry is of
late Bosicrucian (or Hermetic) origin, and its recent revival I can only attempt to explain by the following.
It is related that after the decay of Paganism, a certain Roman on being rebuked for making a profound
obeisance before the statue of Jupiter, excused himself by advancing the conjecture—* that perhaps hia
time might come round again.” A somewhat similar idea is conveyed by the old English proverb :—

“ He that falls to-day, may be up again to-morrow.”

As a matter of fact, at the time Ashmole flourished, the study of the Hermetio Art had fallen into
mt diurepnb’e, and in my judgement we must go far higher for any possible trace of its influence upon

masonry.

The study of Alchemy, of which Hermes Trismegistus is supposed to have been the founder, was at
first limited to the East®, and the search for the Philosopher’s Stone, after a dormancy (or unrecorded period)
of several centuries, was again taken up in the eighth centary by the Arabians, who in the tenth, pursued it
with vigour in Spain, whence it spread or was re-extended throughout the rest of Europe. It therefore
seems to me, that if Freemasonry is in any way indebted to Hermeticism for its Symbolism, the period in
whioch the Arabian learning found its way into England, is the epoch wherein we must look for the ccoarrence.

Here, however, I invite attention to the remarks of our I.P.M. on my paper. Bro. S8impson cavils,
and with good reason, at the too common assumption, that the Symbolism of our art must have been derived

1 Disraeli; Curiosities of Literature, i., 286.

3 Ashmole is, after all, only one among & crowd of persons (and not all of them brethren) who, living
in the 17th and 18th centuries have been elevated into Masonic heroes by writers of the Craft. Thus, Wren
was never Grand Master, and there is no proof that he was a Mason at all. Desaguliers’ great Masonic
reputation crumbles wholly away on & close examination. Martin Clare never revised the Ritual. Ramsay
did not invent a single one of the numerous Rites that have been fastened on him. The young Pretender
(Oharles Edward) was not a Freemason. Lastly (though the list could be extended), Dunkerley’s labours as
a Ritual-monger, are as imaginary as those of Martin Clare. .

3 ¢ The Alchemists pretended to derive their science from Shem, or Chem, the son of Noah, and
that thence came the name Alchemy, and Chemistry. All writers upon Alchemy triumpbantly cite the story
of the golden calf in the 82nd chapter of Exodus, to prove that Moses was an Adept, and could make or
unmake gold at his pleasure.”— Baring Gould, The Philosopher’s Stone, Gent. Mag., Jan, 1890,
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from the Rosicrucian or Hermetical Adepts. Of course it may have been, though at a more distant date than
.has been ascribed to the assimilation, but I am in full accord with our I.P.M., in the doubts he expresses
with regard to the reality of such a derivation.

1f we go back to the Ancient mysteries, we meet with dialogue, ritual, darkness, light, death, and
reproduction. Many features of the Mysteries were preserved until a comparatively late era, and to me at
least, it seems a not unreasonable conjecture, that some of them may have survived without break of
oontinnity, and are now a part of Masonry.

ther ancient sources of possible origin might be cited. ‘‘ The language of signs,’”” as observed by a
recent writer, ““is probably older than that of sounds, and among the ancient Hebrews, it was still a living
language, to a much greater extent than it i8 among ourselves.”” Their prophets presented their own bodies
in strange and humiliating ways as signs to the people. Isaiah stripped himself naked, and showed himself
in the streets of Jerusalem.

Space forbids my more than glancing at the fact, that among all, or nearly all religions, there is a
remarkable affinity with respect to the Incommunicable name of God, also that according to some authorities
it was the great secret of the Mysteries.?

I1I. Sooieties now defunct, whose usages and ocustoms may have been appropriated by the
Freemasons.

This is what Bro. S8impson in a general reply to the discussion on his “ Worship of Death,” has very
happily termed “ the old clothes theory.” Its principal supporter was the late Dr. Armstrong, Bishop of
Graham’s Town, South Africa, who contended that ¢ the Freemasons possess the relics and cast off clothes
of some deceased fraternity,”and in a strain of lively banter, compared their doings with those of an imaginary
Hottentot, whom he pictured as being presented with the full-dress regimentals and equipments of the 10th
Hussars, and proceeding to induct himself, without instruction, inte the mystic and confusing habiliments.?

In dealing with this theory, I shall pat the following case :—Let us suppose, 1—that in different
parts of Great Britain there were to be found carefully preserved suits of clothes, of an obsolete pattern and
of very ancient manufacture; 2 —that they were all alike, without counterparts elsewhere, and varied only
from each other in the quality of the material ; and 3—that they were either owned by, or had been derived
from, in each case, persons bearing the same family name. We should conclude, I think, that whatever
story or tradition was attached to those garments, must be looked for in the history of the family into whose
custody, either nearly or remotely, they could be traced.

In the same way, I believe that the Manuscript Constitutions, the * old clothes” of my apologue—
which are of great antiquity, bear a close resemblance to one another, and were used by the Masons’ trade
only—afford conclusive evidence that the story or tradition of Masonry must be looked for in the history of
our own Craft. Also, I believe, though freely admitting that the inclination of my opinion rests upon no
definite proof, that the class of persons who, in the 14th century, or earlier, constructed the Craft legend,
were also capable of understanding, and did understand, to a greater extent than ourselves, the meaning of a
great part of the Symbolism which has descended from Ancient to Modern Masonry.

I shall next touch upon those points in my paper, which open up some of the greatest puzzles in
Masonic bistory. One of these, and perhaps the most insoluble, is the Harleian MS. 1942, which fairly
bristles with difficulties of every kind. A second is the Antiquity MS.; a third, the use of Scottish opera~
tive terms in the English Constitutions (1723) and Ritual; and a fourth, Old Regulation XIII, (1723) ordain-
ing that the degree of Fellow Craft (or Master), should be couferred in the Grand Lodge only.4 Each of
these might well form the subject of a separate study, and until they are better understood a great part of
the later history of the Ancient,and of the earlier history of Modern Masonry, will continue to lie very much
in the dark. As a fifth puzzle, I might instance Mason’s Marks, but as the J.W. will shortly read a paper on
that subject, there can be no doubt that under his able treatment of it, many of our difficulties will disap-
pear, and that at all events, our ignorance with regard to so interesting a branch of our antiquities will be
less profound.

In conclusion, I cannot urge too strongly, that the study of our writteh traditions and of our
Symbolism should be proceeded with conjointly. To depend upon either alone—and there is rather a dispo-
sition to exalt the symbolical at the expense of the written traditions of Freemasony—is like the case of a
man using only one leg, though in the possession of two. Symbolism, es Bro. Albert Pike tells us so truly,
is the Soul of Masonry. I am unable to complete the metaphor by saying of what the body consists, but the
garments in which it is clad, and has come down to us from very remote times, are our Manuscript Constitu-
tions, the connecting links—in & corporeal sense—between Ancient and Modern Freemasonry.—
R. F. Gourp, P.M.

1 Turner, Hist. of the Quakers, 104,
2 See “ A contribution to the History of the lost Word.””.—Fort, Early His. and Antig. of F. 449 et
seqq : and Mackey, Encyol. of F. s.v.,, Adonai, Jehovah, Name.
3 4.Q.0,,ii., 44-48
4 The legislation of this period, had reference only to the Masons of London and Westminster.
This it is desirable to recollect, as otherwise, so arbitrary an enactment would have virtually blotted out a
portion of the ancient teaching frem the Masonry of the country Lodges.
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EVIDENCE OF STEINMETZ ESOTERICS.

BY BRO. F.
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Gott ist der beste Logikus

Dem nicht fehlet ein einger Schlnss

Er sagt—so ist’s; Er will, so steht’s

Er blaesst—so liegt's, Er haucht, so lebt’s
Sein Wort bleibt wahr, aach ohn Beweis,
Sein Rath geht fort, auch ohn Geheiss,

Daram kein Mensch sein’m Schluss wohl trau

‘Wenn er nicht hat in Gott sein’n Baun.
Will denn uns hier gefallen bass,
Zirkel, Richtscheit, Bleiwag’, Kompass
Da muessen wir ja nicht vergessen,
Das Maass damit uns Gott thut messen.

F. SCHNITGER.

il HE question of Esoteric Symbolism in connection with the Masons’ tools has
recently been attacked from more than one side, and the statement made that
their esoteric meaning was given them in 1717, the date of the first Grand
Lodge. Bro. Speth has denied that the German Masons, or Steinmetzen, ever
were possessed of an esoteric science at all; see 4.Q.C., vol. i, pp. 22 and 23.

In 1623 J. V. Andreae printed his book * Ehrenreich Hohenfelder von
Aister Haimb,” which contains the following verses :—

The best logician is our God

‘Whom the conclusion never fails :

He speaks—it is; He wills—it stands;
He blows—it falls ; He breathes—it lives ;
His words are true—e’en withoat proof,
His counsel rules without command,
Therefore can none forsee his end
Unless on God is built hie hope.!

And if we here below would learn

By Compass, Needle, Square, and Plumb,
‘We never must o’erlook the mete
Wherewith our God hath measur’d us.

: I have to thank Bro. Speth for kindly assisting me in putting the original into
English. It presents many difficulties which, without his aid, I should hardly have sur-
mounted.

, It may here be argued that J. V. Andreae was not a Steinmetz but a man of high
scientific status and a theosophical student.

It is not my purpose now to enquire whether he was a Rosicrucian or not, although
with your indulgence I may be permitted to say that it is strange he should write against
an Order of Rosicrucians, if such a society was not in existence before and at his time. How
he could expect his contemporaries to understand what he meant if they did not know of the
existence of such an order before he wrote against it, I cannot conceive. Moreover, his
writings do not war against the Rosicrucians proper, but against impostors who said they
were members of the society. If Freemasons denounce impostors, surely that is not an
argument against the existence of Freemasonry.

However, it is not necessary for my contention that Andreae should be a Rosicrucian
or an initiated Steinmetz. He was a man of learning and of piety, whose pen was directed
against the many abuses rampant in the Church, and who couched his lance on behalf of
purity in religious thought and practice.

How such a man should happen to use the tools of the Steinmetzen symbolically,
unless he had their application in this sense from the Steinmetzen themselves, is not easy to
say. He must have invented this application himself for the purpose, unless we admit the
other and more natural explanation. Again, if such emblematical use was not readily
understood by contemporary readers and consequently known in wider circles, why did he
employ terms which he knew his readers would not appreciate ?

I readily admit there is no direct proof that Andreae received the symbols from the
Steinmetzen who employed these tools practically ; yet he does attach an esoteric meaning
to them, while common report and tradition say the Steinmetzen also symbolised their
implements in a like sense in very early times, in fact from time immemorial.

The only logical conclusion I can come to, seems to point to the Steinmetzen for the
source of Andreae’s information : and in the time of their tﬂacmdence, when Andreae wrote—
say 1616—nothing is more likely than that such a man should get hold of some information,
even assuming he was not duly initiated as a lay brother, and adept in mathematical science.

I think it must be admitted that Andreae uses the symbols exactly as they were used
in 1717 and afterwards, and, that being so, we have proof that, say one hundred years before
Gra.nld Lodge, the same emblematic meaning did attach to these tools as the existing Lodges
inculcate.

This alone is a long step towards disproving the 1717 theory, but taking into con-

1 The verbatim translation of this would read * Unless in God he has his building.”
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sideration the recorded statements of our forefathers and our traditions, which assert that this
emblematic use was a continnation of an old established custom, we cannot go far wrong if
we say that this custom existed prior to Andreae, and there is no reason why it should not
have prevailed centuries before him : on the contrary, the occurrence of these emblems on
monuments and in churches, where no other reasonable meaning can attach to them, points
to a very remote antiquity.

yhow, the theory falls to the ground that the esoteric meaning was added in 1717
for the purposes of what is now called the newly founded symbolic Freemasonry. It is
quite possible that some operative Lodges had forgotten their esoteric catechism, but to apply
this to all the Craft does certainly require better proof than has hitherto been adduced.

As to pass-words, one section of masonic students denies that such existed previous to
1717, and maintains that the Steinmetzen certainly did not have any.

Against this I beg permission to quote an extract from the old Ordinances of the
Halberstadt Guild of Masons (which includes the Steinmetzen) laid before their reigning
prince in 1695. ’

“ A Master shall enjoin & workman in his service whom he has passed! according to
custom of the Craft that he (the servant) shall keep enclosed in his heart on peril of his
soul’s salvation that which has been entrusted to him ¢ of words’ (das was thm an worten
anvertraut ist) and by no means make the same known to anybody, but an honest (lawful)
mason by loss of his Craft.”

To a German scholar I need not point out the importance of the expiession “an
worten,” “ of words,” as compared with “ in worten,” *“ in words.”

It appears obvious that the communication * of words’ refers to certain well-known
and specific pass-words, or the reading must have been *“in words,” in which latter case it
could have been explained away as referring to the “ gruss ”” or examination.

It is furthermore known that the verbal examination (examinations in words or der
gruss) is not here referred to,as a passing or visiting brother would call at the building where
operations were being carried on and make his usual salutation coram lo, as apprentices
and labourers would certainly be present, and the owner of the building himself might easily
be about. Now all these were not members of the mystery and not in possession of the
passwords, consequently the gruss or salutation,—the hearty good wishes—is not referred to.
This is an additional proof that ¢ of words ” refers to the mystery of the passwords.

‘We kmow from other sources (including Berlepsch, who wrote under the gnidance and
with the approval of many old masters), what these words were.

1. Emperor Charles II. (Kaiser Carl II.)
2. Anton Hieronymus (Adon Hiram ?)
3. Walkan (Tubalcain ?)

and no amount of simple denial can get over these facts. We also have a right to ask for
proofs to the contrary, before we attempt to minimise the importance of these and the
injunction contained in the Halberstadt ordinances.

The fact that the words Anton Hieronymus and Walkan convey no meaning is beside
the question. They are evidently mutilated and debased by passing from mouth to ear for
many generations. The suggestion of Adon Hiram for Anton Hieronymus and Tubalcain
for Walkan has been made long ago, and is not at all improbable.

Will any masonic student deny that much more serious mutilation has taken place
within the last fifty years, and in many instances P

‘We must also remember that, centuries before this time, the mysterious Vehmic
brotherhood used pass-words, one of which

Reyuzr-pER FEVERE
has given no end of trouble, as it appears to have no meaning.
Considering that it was not to be written, and that the majority of the initiated could
not write, I make bold to suggest
eyn Erde Fever
Rain Earth Fire
& symbolic allusion not without its attractions and readily remembered.

The words of the kindred Compagnonnage also give trouble, and in connection with
this society it may be interesting to note that nationality was no bar to the secrets of the
Craft; as we find “ Welsche” or “French” Steinmetzen at Breslau, collaborating with
German Craftsmen. They were severely admonished for trying to evade some of the ancient
customs. Welsch means either French or Italian, generally “ French.”

I am afraid my contribution already exceeds the limits, but hope it will prove as
interesting to my readers as the writing of it has been to me.

! Ausgewiesen = i.e. fully shown or taught, and thereforo whose indentures and education are
completed.
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MASONIC COLLECTORS.

N encouraging sign of the times is the increase of Masonic Collectors, both private
and corporate. Of the latter class, the provincial lodges are ahead of the metro-
politan. Having acquired premises of their own, Masonic prints and pictures

- gravitate naturally towards them to adorn their walls, by-and-by a glass case is purchased
to exhibit curios of a Masonic interest, and a book-case 18 procured to preserve gifts of old
and modern literature. In several provinces, West Yorks, Leicester, and Worcester, for
instance, more pretentious libraries have been established, and the result must eventually be
a higher status of general intelligence amongst Craftsmen.

As regards individuals, general collectors also exist; but in most cases their chief
efforts are devoted to one particular class of objects. Book collectors are the most numerous.
We would point out to these brethren that they would confer & great benefit on students by
printing catalogues of their libraries for judicious distribution. The cost is trifting, and
students would be grateful to them, as thereby they would know where to apply in order to
examine any book not otherwise obtainable. We have lately seen the advance sheets of a
very interesting library catalogue about to be published by Bro. W. Watson, of Leeds.

Collectors of jewels are fairly numerous, and such collections are very instructive a8
well as pretty. Much may be learnt from a stady of old jewels and regalia.

Masonic medals, of course, are excellent teachers of Masonic history. The collection
of Bro. G. L. Shackles, of Hull, is well-known, and is the result of many years of untiring
watchfulness and perseverance. 'We recently passed several hours in examining his cases
with much profit to ourselves. Given, as in this instance, 600 or 700 medals, each with &
history of its own, and it is obvious, the happy possessor must not only have perforce acquired
some knowledge himself, but is the means oF rendering such information acceasible to others.

Some collectors direct their efforts chiefly to the accumulation of Lodge summonses.
At first sight this appears puerile: but reflection will convince ns that much interest
attaches to the really old specimens, and that in good time the modern ones will interest our
successors. If such an album had been started one hundred and fifty years ago, and
preserved till to-day, who can appraise its present value to the student ?

A very interesting collection, on wider lines, is that of Bro. F. J. W. Crowe, of
Ashburton, Devon. It already fills to repletion a huge imperial folio volume of 400 pages,
made for the purpose, and is increasing daily. It will simply be invaluable as & work of
reference. To give an idea of the contents is almost impossible, but its chief feature is
perhaps the Certificates. These are of every country under the sun almost, and number
several hundreds, such out of the way documents as diplomas and seals of Greek, Roumanian,
Liberian, and extinct Hungarian, Grand Lodges, at once arresting attention. As regards
England alone there are complete sets of certificates for the Craft since the Union, for the
Mark, Arch, and Templar bodies, seals of the *“ Ancients” and * Moderns,” certificates of the
Ark Mariners, Royal and Select Masters, Allied Degrees, Red Cross of Constantine, Royal
Order of Scotland, Rosicrucian Colleges, Swedenborgian Rite, and the Order of the Seeret
Monitor. Almost all the Continental Grand Lodges are represented, the donors in most
cases being the Grand Secretaries or Grand Masters themselves. Add to this a 1
collection of curious Masonic seals, ancient and modern, drawings of clothing and jewels,
autographs of prominent masons, summonses of an artistic or special character, and old
Warrants of Constitution, and the interest and value of the collection must be evident.

Nor is our admiration of this collection and our desire to see its value enhanced,
purely platonic. Bro. Crowe has taken steps to ensure that at his death, which we trust
may be long deferred, the collection shall be handed over intact to Lodge Quatuor Coronati,
recognising that it will thus become accessible to all Masonic students and properly cared
for. We feel, therefore, that to a great extent, he is working for our benefit, and naturally
wish him every success.

That he shounld have constituted us his Masonic legatee is a gra.tif{ing tribute to the
position our Lodge is acquiring, which has quite recently been confirmed by a similar act on '
the part of Bro. W. Hammond, of Liskeard.
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A SYMBOLICAL CHART OF 1789.

BRO. W. G. P. GILBERT, P.M. of the Phoenix Lodge, No. 257, has kindly lent us a

curious old Chart, of which the annexed plate is a very slightly reduced facsimile.

It was given to him by Bro. R. W. Bradley, the Senior Past Master of the Lodge.

The date, * Published as the act directs, London, 1789 * will be found just above the rect-
angular base in the lower left hand portion.

This same design, somewhat larger, was republished, December 27th, 1813, by Jno.
Postell, 41, Suffolk Street, Charing Cross. It contained, however, the following additions.
At the top, the well-known Rose Croix jewel between the title “ The Mysterious Mirror of
Wisdom ” in Latin to the left, and in English on the right. Below, in a double circle,
“Union of the Ancient and Modern Masons ™ enclosing interlaced triangles, on which is the
date ¢ Dec™ 27, 1813,” with a triangle, resplendent sun, etc., in the centre. Also stretching
across the whole sheet_the dedication “Most Respectfully Dedicated to all Loyal Brethren
on the Late Happy Union.” The Rev. Bro. Oliver reproduced this later design in his
“ Revelations of a Square,” 1845.

The publication of this Chart in 1789 is remarkable, because it contains allusions to
several degrees which, as far as I can ascertain, have never been current in England at all.
The duplicate title in French, and the French form of some of the words written in cypher,
point also to a Continental origin, and I should not be surprised to learn that it is simply
an English version of some plate which had found favour in France. But its republication
and special dedication in 1813 is more remarkable still, not only for the above reasons, but
because Grand Lodge had just decreed that Freemasonry consisted of three degrees and no
more, not one of which is correctly typified by any of the squares figured on the Chart.

According to Dr. Oliver, in the above mentioned work, * The first square, beginning
at the top, is the Carpet or Floorcloth of the Degree of Knights of the East and West,
surrounded by the letters B. D. S. H. P. F. G., which signify Beauty, Divinity, Strength,
Homnour, Power, Fidelity, Glory. The second, on the left hand, represents the Birth of
Light from Darkmess; the next contains the emblems of the Degree of the Rose Croix ; and
the fourth is an allegorical representation of the Order of Harodim. The fifth is the Brute
Stone (our Rough Ashlar) symbolizing the elements of Blue Masonry. Then we have the
Arches of Enoch, as illustrative of the Degree of the Knights of the Ninth Arch; and after
it the Cubical Stone (Perfect Ashlar), which, according to a legend at the foot, contains
the Sacred Name; and last of all a diagram of the Degree of Prussian Knuights, or
Noachites: and in the lower spandrels are vestiges of the Spurious Freemasonry.”

. The inventor has taken much pains to render the cgpher used difficult of comprehen-
sion, for he has employed no less than four alphabets. This has caused me some trouble,
which however has not proved insurmountable.

In the top corner he has obligingly furnished a key, and a little way down on each
upright band may be discovered a drawing of a key. Beginning from the key on the left
hand side with the cypher >, which represents A, we have the first half of the alphabet,
ABCDEFGHIKLM, and in the right column, beginning with L (which represents
N)we have NOPQRS TV WXYZ. This alphabet corresponds with the key in the
corners, but is not made use of in the rest of the Chart. It is simply a blind.

. The legend on the base requires a totally different ke{, and reads “ And will give
him a white stone and a new name which no man knoweth it I make a pillar and write the
name of the city and write my new name divinity support morality.”

_ For the inscriptions at the top and sides the key is in the same sequence as the first
described, only it begins at the right hand side, i.e. L = A and 8o on to M, and then > =N

:.nd ls)f on to Z. This should enable any brother to decypher the legends with a very little
rouble.

In the squares a fourth key has béen made use of, as follows:

ABDEFGHHILMNOPSTV
BVLTINXAOrcA>AIJLL
The rest of the alphabet is unaccounted for. I have, however, been unable to make

any sense of the words in cypher on the eighth square which are apparently - SDV - - and
HTVTD -, the hyphens representing letters not previously ascertaineg.
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The large white ietters on the black ground would at first seem to indicate that every-
thing, Symbols, Royal Arch, Knight Templars, etc., either did not exist, or at least were to be
abolished, a sort of “ No Popery!” exclamation. But I read it otherwise, and as showing
the sequence in which these Degrees were given at the time. The expressions are elliptical.
“ Symbolic Masonry ” is used abroad to distinguish the three degrees of the Craft from the
extraneous degrees. I therefore read “If there be no Symbolism there can be no Royal
Arch,” ete.—or more briefly ‘“ Without Symbols, no Royal Arch, without the Royal Arch no
Knight Templars, without the Knight Templars no Order of Heredom, without Heredom, no
Kadosch Degree.”—G. W. SpeTH.

. OUR FRONTISPIECE.

.' E have repeatedly been asked from various guarters to give the portraits of our
Worshipful Masters and prominent members. The wish, on the part of our
members at a distance, to view the * counterfeit presentment '’ of the rulers of &

Lodge in which they take so deep an interest is very natural, and would have been gratified
long since but for financial reasons. The Committee has now resolved to comg)ly with this
general desire, and will in future give as a frontispiece to each yearly volume of Ars Quatuor
Coronatorum, the portrait of the Worshipfal Master for the year. e accordingly commence
with the present W.M., one of the Founders of the Lodge, Bro. Lieut.-Col. Sisson Cooper
Pratt. In order to make up for lost time, two additional portraits of Founders or Past-
masters will be given each year, until the nine have been reproduced. Part ii. of 1890 will
therefore contain the portrait of Bro. Walter Besant, Founder and only Treasurer; and
part iii. that of Bro. George William Speth, Founder and only Secreta.rg. The portrait of
our lamented Brother, Rev. A. F. A. Woodford, Founder and acting I.P.M., was given in
volume i. at the time of his death.



FRIDAY, 7th MARCH, 1890.

[E Lodge met at Freemasons’ Hall at 5 p.m. Present :—Brothers Lieut.-Col. 8. C.
Pratt, W.M.; W. M. Bywater, P.G.8.B., 8.W.; W. H. Rylands, P.G.8t, as J.W.; G. W.
Speth, S8ec.; R. F. Gould, P.G.D., D.C.; W. M. Williams, Steward ; 8. T. Klein; C.
Kupferschmidt; and Dr. B. W. Richardson. Also the following members of the
Correspondence Circle : —Brothers E. Haward ; H. Chintamon ; F. W. Levander; F. E.
Remfrey; Col. J. Mead; R. A. B. Preston; Prof. F. W. Driver; Jabez Hogg; F. A.
Powell; H. C. Houndle ; Max Mendelssohn ; H. L. Warner; J. E. Le Feuvre, P.G.D.;
J. G. Pakes; H. Elliott; C. F. Hogard, P.G.8t.B.; W. M. Graham; G. Gregson ; and
R. A. Gowan. And the following visitors :—Brothers W. W. B. Beach, Prov. Grand
Master Hants and I. of W.; C. F. Williams, 72; Col. J. F. Crease, C.B., P.M. 257 ;
Gordon Miller, P.M. 257 ; E. J. Barron, P.G.D.; A. Brockenshire, 871; H. Sadler, G.
Tyler; W. G. A. Gilbert, P.M. 257; N. Clarke; C.J. Pencour, P.M. 1607; and E.
Goble, P.G.8.B.

Seven Lodges and fifty brethren were admitted to the membership of the Correspondence Circle,
raising the nuwber of intrants to 852.

Bro. Klein brought forward a suggestion for life membership, and was instructed to prepare a
scheme for the consideration of the Permanent Committee.

Amongst the lettors read was one from Bro. W. Hammord, of Liskeard, informing the
that he had taken steps to ensare his Masonic papers, books, jewels, etc., being delivered to the Lodge at his
death. The Secretary was desired to thank Bro. Hammond on behalf of the Brethren.

Brother Colonel J. F. CreasE, C.B., read the following paper :—

THE MASONIC CHARACTER OF THE ROMAN VILLA
AT MORTON, IW.

HREE years since whilst visiting the Roman buildings discovered a few years
previously at Morton, between Brading and Sandown in the Isle of Wight,
the writer of this paper observed on the floor pavement at the western ex-
tremity of one of its rooms a sign of Eastern origin, which appeared to him to
have been adopted with a Masonic significance. He announced this fact
at a meeting of the Pheenix Lodge shortly afterwards, so that any brother
Masons, visiting the Roman remains in question, might notice this symbol with
a view to farther investigation and for the purpose of discovering if there was
anything more connected with it worthy of record.

Some few months ago the writer geing in the neighbourhood of Brading
again made a point of inspecting this Roman Villa, he then discovered Masonic traces in all
parts of the building, so much so as to induce him to come to the conclusion that it had been
used, if not devoted altogether, at some time or other, to Masonic or similar purposes.

On a communication being made to this effect to the Provincial (grand Master of
Hants, Mr. Beach, M.P., he, accompanied by Bro. Le Feuvre, D.P.G.M., Bro. Goble, P.G.S.,
Bro. the Rev. J. Palmer, P.G.C., and the writer again visited the Roman Villa: the opinion
of these gentlemen after a very searching and careful inspection being, that the subject
was one replete with interest to all members of the Craft, and well worthy of such ventila-
tion as would invite an expression of public Masonic opinion upon so important an enquiry.

With this object the writer has ventured, with much diffidence, to bring this
matter to the notice of the members of the Quatuor Coronati Lodge, and through them to that
of the whole Craft, but he would like to mention that he could not have done this had he
not obtained the very kind help of Mr. F. Hilton Price, F.G.S., who has given him for this
purpose the use of all his most carefully designed and beautifully executed drawings of the
floors of the Villa, and has permitted the writer to quote his most exhaustive and perfect
history of the Roman occupation of the Isle of Wight, as well as his description of the
various pavements under discussion. The writer fecls he cannot in justice to Mr. Hilton
Price, quote in any way these admirable descriptions but in the fullest manner, and he may
add that had Mr. Hilton Price been a brother Mason he would have asked him to read this
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paper, fully acknowledging how much more justice Mr. Hilton Price would have done to
the subject than himself.

Before discussing the * Remains ” it would be as well, perhaps, to give a short state-
ment of the Roman occupation of Britain.

Britain or Albion as it was originally called in the descriptions by Agathemerus and
Ptolemy, probably from the Roman Albus or the Sabine Alpus, signifying white, on account of
the chalky cliffs on ita southern shores, was first invaded by the%omans under Cemsar (who
landed at or near Deal) fifty-five years before the Christian era. At this period the Celtic
inhabitants had been driven from the shores of the Island into its interior, being replaced
in the south-east portion of the island by colonies of Gothic descent, who are credited therefore
with being amongst the chief ancestors of the English nation.

This invasion was not successful, inasmuch as a greater resistance was offered to it than
expected, which led to Cmsar’s retirement the same year to Gaul. Early next year, however,
with increased means of attack, and with a force consisting of five legions and two thousand
horse, Ceesar again made a descent upon the English coasts, where he landed and advanced
to Kingston-on-Thames. After various battles in which the English chief Cassivelannus
much distinguished himself, the Britons were vanquished, and having extorted a promise of
tribute, Ceesar withdrew once again with his victorious legions.

Augustus and Tiberius do not appear to have meddled with the Britons further than
to exact tribute. Caligula, however, landed in Britain with a strong force, but his
action was more ma.rkeﬂy insanity than by any reasonable attempt at further conquest.
In the reign of Claudins, Aulus Plautius and Vespasian, two of his generals, landed
with forces varying by report in strength from 50,000 to 60,000 men; but owing to the
incredible efforts made by Caractacus, the then English leader, the solidifying of the Roman
occupation south of the Thames was delayed for seven years, during which time many battles
were fought. Ostorins Scapula extended the Roman province to the banks of the Severn,
and transferred the seat of warlike operations to Wales; here another decisive battle was
fought in which the Britons under Caractacus were again worsted, and his wife and children
made captives. Caractacus himself escaped, but was afterwards given up by Cartismandua,
his stepmother, and conveyed to Rome, where he was released by Claudius, the Emperor,
and treated as so brave and honorable a man should be, with all kindness and honour.
Suetonians Paulinus, the next Roman commander, subdaed Wales and attacked Druidism in
its stronghold in Anglesea, he also defeated Queen Boadicea (who headed an insurrection)
with great slaughter. This broke the power of the Britons, but the Brigantes and Silures
were not overcome until seven years later, in the time of Vespasian, by Cerealis and Frontinus.

Under Oneius Julius Agricola, the Romans advanced their conquest of the Island
northward to the foot of the Grampian Hills, but this took seven campaigns to accomplish.
A battle was fought at the foot of the Grampians of a decisive character, in which the
Caledonians, it is calculated, lost 10,000 men. This last campaign of Agricola’s offers
the peculiarity of a joint naval and military operation, his fleet having accompanied the army
in ite march along the coast. Agricola also established a line of forts between the Forth and
Clyde. After Agricola, Hadrian built a second wall from the Tyne to Solway Frith, and after
him came Antonius and Severus, the latter of whom built a stone wall right across the frontier.

From the time of Agricola to the end of the third century, little is written about
Britain from a Roman point of view, it had become practically a colony of Roman soldiers,
dotted with military stations and traversed by military roads.

Later we read that our country assumed such importance in Roman history, that in the
division of the Roman Empire between Constantius and Galerius, Britain fell to the share of
Constantius ; where Constantius resided is uncertain, but it is known that he died at York,
and was succeeded by his son Constantine, and it is pleasing to think that so great & man
a8 he became, one who exercised such an enormous influence in the history of the world
by his adoption and protection of the Christian religion, was for the most part educated in
Britain, and first issued into public life in the City of York.

The history of Britain from this period to that of Honorius, about the middle of the
fifth century, is simply one of Roman intrigue and frontier fights with the Picts and Scots ;
invasion on the one side, expulsion on the other.

Finally, Rome herself, harassed on all sides by powerful enemies, and with an empire
weakened by internal dissensions and foreign wars, was compelled to withdraw for her own
gmtection her legionaries in occupation of Britain. After, therefore, repairing the wall of

everus and organising the Romish-Britons so as to be able to defend themselves from their
northern enemies, the %/omans finally quitted this conntry just 475 years after the first descent
of Julius Cmsar on its southern shores.

The Roman occupation of the Isle of Wight is so thoroughly, well, and admirably
described in Mr. T. Hilton Price’s paper, extracted from the Transactions, 1880-81, of the
Royal British Institute of British Architects, that I venture to read it as it stands.
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“The discovery of Roman buildings at Morton, between Brading and Sandown, contri-
butes a chapter of no ordinary interest to the history of the Isle of Wight. So little is
actually known of its condition, either prior or subsequent to the Roman occupation, that
any information calculated to augment the scanty materials possessed will be readily wel-
comed by the historian and archwologist. In attempting, however, a desciption of the
discovery made, it becomes desirable to place on record such facts as have been well authenti-
cated, which bear upon the early history of the Island. With the exception of the indications
of buildings discovered some years ago along the coast line by Gurnard Bay, and since
demolisheg by the encroachments of the sea, the villa at Carisbrooke has uﬁoto the present
time, enjoyed the distinction of being the only illustration of a veritable Roman building
existing in the Island. Etymology, however, has %:served a singular Proof of Italian
influence, namely in the letter in Wight: the Roman consonant V,! long after the
Imperial rule had ceased, continued to be pronounced as W by the native tribes. To the
Belge, Venta, and Vectis meant Went and Wight, as did Vinum wine. Pottery also, with
coins, urns, tiles and sepulchral relics, have in more than one locality afforded ample testimony
to the presence of Romans or Romanized Britons in the Island, but it does not appear, with
the exception of the illustrations mentioned, that any indication of domestic settlements, of a
building or buildings adapted to either private or public uses, which could be associated with
the conquering race, has until now been recorded. It is well known that the insular position
enjoyed by Britain was an advantage well appreciated in the great scheme of colonization, and
this doubtless was no less an attractive force in the case of the Isle of Wight. The colonizing
expeditions which left the shores of Italy woald include in their ranks many for whom the
beauty of the climate and the charming scenery of Vectis would provide a genial home.
The native Belge, a warlike race, slow to yield, though disaffected among themselves, soon
learned to appreciate the advantages of the organisation under which they were to live, and
to value the sense of security attained ; trade and commerce naturally became stimulated,
and the valuable natural products of the Island turned to account under the influence of
civilizing arts and manufactures. A combined and increasing population would soon develop
resources at command, and as time rolled on, the Island would become, both in a commercial
and military sense, an addition of some.importance to the growing and prosperous province
of Britain. That it was annexed to the Empire towards the middle of the first century is
well authenticated. Vespasian at the time when Claudius was engaged in Britain, was in
command of the Second Legion in Germany ; of this he was legate, and with it he came to
Britain to assist in the enterprize. Suetonius records how he engaged the enemy in thirt;
battles, reduced two powerful tribes, captured twenty towns, and subdued the Isle of Wight.
Bimilar testimony is also rendered by Eutropius. It is to be assumed, therefore, that it was
the Second Legion which, as a military force, first occupied the Island, but of this we have
no evidence at present. This division of the Roman army was longer in Britain than any
other; arriving with Vespasian it remained until the close of the occupation, having, at the
time of the compilation of the Notitia, its head-quarters at Richborough, in Kent. ‘

“ Late in the third century,Vectis is again mentioned, but only incidentally; Constantius
had prepared to invade the province which Carausius had severed from the rule of Diocletian
and Maximian. Allectus, the successor of Carausius, stationed a portion of the Romano-
British fleet off the Isle of Wight to intercept the invaders under the prestorian prefect
Asclepiodotus, but a dense fog so obscured the ships coming from Gaul, that they passed
unobserved, and gained the coast of Britain in safety. These appear to be the only trust-
worthy references in classical literature connected with the Island, but much has been written
by various authors, whose learning and experience entitle them to respect, to prove the
identity between Vectis and Ictis of Diodorus Siculus. The Greek historian speaks of an
Island lying off Britain as one were the natives were accustomed to convey tin extracted
from the Cornish mines, in waggons at low tides across the mainland, and thence to Ganl
for shipment to other lands. The late Mr. Thomas Wright refers to the identification of
the Island as deing ‘4n front of Britain,” and that the tin when purchased from the miners
was transported to Gaul and carried overland on packhorses a journey of thirty days to the
mouth of the Rhone. The arguments learnedly set forth by Dr. Whitaker, the historian of
Manchester, and by the Rev. Edmund Kell, F.S.A.,2 of Newport, also deserve careful study
and attention, especially in their relation to present discoveries, for it may hereafter be
shown that, in the remains now in course of investigation, there are traces of such an
important settlement in the vicinity of Brading as can only point to trade and commerce,
practised may-be for centuries, but the actual proofs of which have yet to be ascertained.

* The connection of the Island with the Saxon rule may be briefly referred to, for it
strangely marks the sequence of history. At the collapse of the Empire, the military forces of

1 See The Romans of Britain, by Henry C. Coote, F.8.A., London, 1878. 8vo.
2 See the Journal of the British Archeeological Association, vol. xxii., p. 351.
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Rome were withdrawn from its numerous and distant provinces, and with many other
prosperous settlements in this, one of the most loyal of the dependencies of Rome, Vectis
was subdued by the Saxons. The chronicler Bede, under the year A.p. 449, and some thirty
ars after the Roman Government had ceased, speaks of the German tribes who arrived
in Britain, and among them the Jutes, whence came the °‘Kentish-men’ and the
¢ Wightwarians,’” the latter a tribe which, as he writes, ‘now dwells in Wight.’ Again,
in A.p. 530, Cerdic and Cynric conquered the Island and slew many men at Wight-garas-
byrg, now known as Carisbrooke. In A.p. 534, is recorded by the same writer, ‘they gave
the whole island of Wight to their two nephews, Stuf and Wightgar' Our learned
friend Mr. H. C. Coote, F.S.A., in his recent work, The Romans of Britain, refers to
the ‘doughty Wihtgar’ as a nonentity, and that on dissection he is no other than a
reproduction of Wightwara, the men of the Isle of Wight; Wihtwara byrig, he remarks, the
city of the men of Wight, was so called by the Jutes in supercession of its trne Roman
name, just a8 Durovernum was called by their brethren °Cantwara byrig,’ the city of the
men of Cantium; Wihtwarabyrig is the modern Carisbrooke. Succeeding writers turned
this into Wightgares-byrig, the castle of one Wightgar, and thus Wightgar became an entity.
Under the year a.n. 661, in the Anglo-Saxon Chronicle, we are told that one Wulfhere,
the son of Penda, laid waste Wight and gave the people of Wight to Ethelwald, King of the
Sonth-Saxons, because Wulfhere had been his sponsor at baptism; and Eappa, the mass-
riest, by the command of Wilfrid and King Wulfhere, was the first of men who brought
ﬁaptism to the people of the Isle of Wight. The entry is of interest to our present inquiries
from the connection it has with the introdaction of Christianity to the Island. Dr. Lappen-
berg in his History of England under the Anglo-Sazon Kings,! speaks of the hard fate which
befel the Isle of Wight, which had been severed from the Kingdom of Wessex by Wulfhere
of Mercia, and ceded to Sussex, though governed at the time by its own prince. The
twelve hundred families which were dwelling in the Island were nearly all slaughtered. Dr.
Lappenberg writes that at this period the Island had not embraced the teachings of Chris-
tianity, and that the slaughter was effected by the then unbaptized Ceadwalla, in fulfilment
of a vow that, if he took the Island, he would devote to Christ the fourth part both of the
land and spoil. This he performed by assigning it to Wilfrid, Bishop of Wessex, who
happened to be present for religious purposes; by him the same was transferred to his
nephew Bernwin, who, assisted by a priest named Hiddila, effected the conversion of the
Island. The Danes are said to have been in possession in A.p. 787, but as to how long they
held it, is doubtful, for in the reign of Alfred they are reported as again landing and
lundering the inhabitants. It was twice plundered by Earl Godwin in the reign of the
gonfessor, and again by Earl Tosti in the time of Harold. In Domesday Book the number of
families is set down as 1,124 only.? The reference therein to Carisbrooke indicates that it
was, then, an important position in the Island, the pioneer it has been termed of Newport,
and in its Roman buildings, not yet sufficiently explored, are the indications of its origin.
Newport, at the head of the river, which, marking a natural division in the island with the
two Hundreds of East and West Medina, defines the capital, suggests in the modern con-
figuration of its streets the familiar plan so universally adopted in the formation of a Roman
town. The Saxon interments, discovered in the cemetery on Chessell Downs, favourably
compare with similar remains in Kent; the contents of the graves possess a marked resem-
blance, and as remarked by Mr. Roach Smith, F.S.A.3 there are points of analogy which
indicate a close relationship between the Saxons of the Isle of Wight and those of Kent,
such as seem to bespeak a more than general affinity, and tend to show that Bede, when he
wrote that the people of Kent and the Isle of Wight descended from a common origin (the
Jutes), had good anthority, either written or traditional, for the assertion.

* The local histories unfortunately contain but little information as to the presence of
Roman antiquities ; indeed Sir Henry Englefield,* writing in the year 1816, remarks :—* Of the
Romans there is not a vestige in the island, and it is singular that not even a coin should have
ever been found excepting fire mentioned by Mr. Warner, which were discovered in a field near
Oarisbrooke, and which seemed to have been accidentally dropped there. When it is considered
that they had very considerable establishments at Porchester and Bittern, near Southampton, and

18ee A History of England under the Anglo-Sazon Kings, by J. M. Lappenberg, translated by
B. Thorpe, Lond., 18435. 8vo.

3 Introduction to Domesday Book, & c., by Sir H. Ellis, Lond., 1838. 8vo.:—

Tenants in Capite - - - - 87 Servi - - - - - - 8
Under Tenants - - - - 45 Vavassores quidam habens vaccas - 11
Bordarii - - - - . . 441 villapi - - - - - - 360

3 8ee Collectanea Antiqua, by C. Roach Bmith, vol. vi., p. 150.

4 Bee A Description of the Principal Picturesque Beauties, Antigquities, and Geological Phenomena of
the Isle of Wight, by 8ir H. C. Englefield, Bart. Lond., 1816. 4to.
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that the Isle of Wight must have been a most convenient station for an army, secure if its numbers
were small, and affording every advantage to the most considerable body of forces, it is not a Uitle
extraordinary that it should have been so totally neglected. It appears to have been equally free
Jrom the operations of war in Saxon times, as not a single vestige of any camp or entrenchment
48 discoverable upon it. Mr. Wyndham, whose accuracy of research ts well-known, visited every
part of the Island for the express purpose of investigating the subject, and his research was fruit-
less”  8ir Richard Worsley also in his History of the Isle of Wight, a work abounding in
information, writes to similar purpose. Some forty years, however, after the publication of
Sir Henry Englefield’s work, the important discovery was made to which we have already
referred : a Roman villa was found by Mr. W. Spickernell at Carisbrooke, which found an
able chronicler in the late Mr. George Hillier, who published an account of his own investi-
gations.! The remains of the villa thus uncovered were in the grounds of the Vicarage
House, and they were announced to the world as the first discovery of a building associated
with the Roman occupation of the Isle of Wight. These remains have never been thoroughly
explored, nor indeed their extent ascertained ; the excavations have been carefully protected,
and are of considerable interest. They contain good examples of mosaic, & bath with its
hypocaust, wall-paiutings, roofing-tiles, pottery, and other objects. The portion uncovered
is 118-feet long by about 49-feet wide, inclosing several chambers, with a small semi-circular
. compartment strongly resembling one recently developed at Morton. The eoins were few in
number, but they were of late date, and comprized examples of Gallienus, Postumus, and the
Constantine family.

“In 1833 two distinct heards of Roman coins were discovered. One collection was
found at Cliffe, near Shanklin, and comprized no less than six hundred brass and six silver
coins, chiefly of the reigns of Theodosius, Arcadius, and Honorius, inclosed in an urn. The
other, found in the same year in Barton Wood, a spot now belonging to the Queen, consisted
of nearly a gallon measure of Roman brass coins. They had been inclosed in a box and
became so amalgamated and corroded that separation was difficult; examples were, however,
identified of Augustus, Trajan, Antoninus Pius, Lucius Verus, and of Faustina, wife of
Marcus Aurelius. In 1854, the Rev. Mr. Kell records some excavations by the late Mr.
George Hiller, on Brightstone and Bowcombe Downs; certain barrows were examined and
found to contain interments by inhumation associated with personal objects of metal, with
coins of late date.?

“ In 1862, while excavating for the Cowes and Newport railway, a stratum of earth was
intersected which contained a considerable quantity of broken urns and amphore, together -
with wood ashes, and it is stated with calcined bones. These remains were found near to the
town of Newport.$

“In 1863, a discovery occurred at Farringford, near Freshwater, the seat of Mr. Alfred
Tennyson, the Poet Laureate. An urn was found conteining no less than two hundred and
fifty Roman coins, examples of Gallienus, Tetricas, Postumus, and Claudius Gothicus. Ina
letter recently received from Mr. Tennyson we learn that, near to the urn was a horse’s
head surroundered by a circle of stones. In 1867, Mr. Roach Smith reported the finding of
Roman remains at Combly, upon the northern side of Arreton Downs, and upon the farm,
Mr. John Lock, jun., discovered vestiges of Roman buildings. Roman urns of large
dimensions have been fourid at Swanmore, near Ryde, and they are deposited in the Museum
of that town.

“In 1864, the discovery of Roman buildings to which we have briefly alluded, ocenrred
at Gurnard Bay; the remains adjoined an ancient way known as Rue Street, a road which,
according to the Rev. Mr. Kell, proceeds in a direct line through the Island from Gurnard
Bay to Niton and Puackaster Cove. The coins found were of a good period, examples of the
reign of Vespasian and others of the age of the Antonines. The pottery, roofing slabs, nails
and other objects, strongly resemble those recently found at Morton, and point to & common
date. One of the most interesting features, however, was the discovery of a large number
of leaden bulle, or tickets, which, from the letters and designs npon them, were seen to be
of Roman date and had doubtless served as marks or seals a,ttacged to some description of
merchandize. Indications of Roman occupation have further been traced at Brixton and
Clatterford, Newtown, Bonchurch, and indeed in many other parts of the Island.

“ The foregoing facts tend to show what important changes have been produced in the
district by the action of the sea since the withdrawal of the Roman legions, and how great
must be the change which has taken place in the configuration of the land ; the extensive
system of embankment, either executed by the Romans, or those who immediately succeeded

1 Bee History and Antiquities of the Isle of Wight, by George Hillier ; also Collectanea Antiqua,
C. Roach Smith, vol. vi. A plan, copied from that published by Mr. Hillier, of the Carisbrooke villa is given
at page 88 of the Proceedings, 1880-81.

2 Bee the Journal of the British Archeological Association, vol. xix., p. 307, and vol. ii., p. 86.

3 Bee the Gentleman’s Magazine, Feb. 1862,
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them, has considerably altered its geographical character, and it is thought that when the
present explorations are more advanced, careful study will show that the locality has been one
of vast importance in the maritime operations of & now remote period. In few parts of the
Island arethese changes more apparent than in the immediate vicinity of Brading. At high
water the haven has all the appearance of & lake; in incloses an area of 840 acres opening
to the Solent, between the headlands of Bembridge and St. Helen's. At low water it is mostly
an expanse of mud, with a narrow channel through which the Yar meanders to the sea.
Many attempts have been made to reclaim this valuable tract, but without avail. It is said
that, in the course of an attempt to throw an embankment across the mouth (which the sea
quickly washed away), a well cased with atone was found. It was near to the middle of the
haven, demonstrating that the site had once been dry land, and that the sea had overflowod
it within the historical period. Captain Thorp, of Yarbridge, is under the impression that
he has discovered an ancient ford in the direction of Yaverland and the shore line. We
have recently come across indications of traffic in the direction of this spot. It may probably
be found to have some connection with an interesting site, known as Centarions Copse, &
name preserved by tradition and strangely suggestive of military occupation. There are
traditions of ancient buildings having once existed in the vicinity of Woolverton Wood, and
pieces of carved stone, heaps of rubbish and broken pottery, have been found. Aged residents
speak of bits of masonry and traces of foundations in adjoining fields. The existence of such
wall can be now readily understood, for they can well be associated with the Roman settle-
ment at Brading. All surface materials, however, that could be utilized, either by the
builders of the middle agea or of later times, have gradually disappeared. Associated with
this locality are remains said to belong to a medisval chapel, but which are probably to be
connected with a much earlier period.

“The site of the buildings now in course of excavation is a remarkably fine one. At
the present time these remains lie partly on the property of Lady Oglander, of Nunwell, the
Nonelle of Domesday Book, an estate of some extent and of historical interest, including within
its boundaries many sepulchral barrows, foundations of ancient buildings, and other matters of
archeeological value. The other portions of the remains now in course of exploration are
on the property of Mrs. Munns, the line of demarcation running through three of the
apartments excavated. The two fields are known respectively as ‘Seven Acre Field’ on
one side, and ‘Ten Acre Field’ upon the other, forming together an elevated site, which,
looking towards the high road separating them from the lowlands and marshes, appears
as a gentle slope of cultivated land. Looking seawards, there is to the left Brading Down
and the bold cgn.lk range of hills terminating in the promontory of Culver Cliff, while to the
right is the growing town of Sandown, with the picturesque hills and vales leading onwards
to Shanklin and Ventnor. Skirting Brading Down, and marking a boundary line to the field
in which our excavations are situated, is a fosseway, which as a bridle path has probably in
turn been used by Celts, Romans and Saxons; it runs at the base of the hills by Arreton
and Gatcombe to Newport and Carisbrooke. At very high tides the position is one mostly
covered by water, the site as selected by the Roman colonists was then insunlated, so to speak,
from Bembridge Down and the adjoining heights; but the indications already referred to, of
buildings at Brading Haven show how much has yet to be investigated, in a geographical
point of view, ere any opinions can be confidently expressed.”

Referring to the plan of the buildings, the first part discovered was a portion of pave-
ment in Chamber No. VI. on land belonging to Mrs. Munns. A workman digging a hole at
that spot for a gate-post or something similar, found two or three feet below the surface an
obstacle he fortunately conld not overcome without enlarging the hole, this operation disclosed
a pavement, which further investigation proved to be of Roman origin; more excavation
revealed distinct traces of buildings, which further opening of the ground ander the skilful
superintendence of Mr. Hilton Price proved to be Roman remains of very great importance.

On looking at the plan the buildings are seen to consist of two distinct portions, that to
the north! is popularly set down as having been occupied by the servants of the distinguished
%eneral or official who is assnmed to have resided in the other and more southerly portion.

his may be the case, but if the buildings be carefully examined, it will be seen that the
northernmost one is certainly the best adapted for residence, inasmuch as it has larger
chambers, more sleeping rooms, a southern aspect, is on slightly higher ground, and com-
mands much more extensive and pleasant views; it therefore is certainly the more suitably
fla.ced from a residential point of view. In the smaller building, the long corridor No. VL,
eading from a small Chamber No. IIL. to a large double room (XII.) which has but one out-
let, does not seem to conform to the ideas of comfort in the arrangement of their habita-
tions with which the Romans have, whether justly or not, always been credited. Another

! Beyond the margin of our plate on the upper right hand.
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Eeculia.rity which strikes one on examining these buildings is the fact that the smaller
uilding is not placed, as it might have been, at right angles to the larger one, for which
.deviation there seems to be no particular reason, certainly none so far so concerns the confor-
mation of the ground on which the buildings are placed.

: Moreover, a suspicion arises that this arrangement is not accidental, inasmuch
as further inspection shows that the smaller building — allowing for the variation
of the compass—is placed due north and south; the true direction being obtained, if the
Romans were unacquainted with the variation of the compass, by observation of the Polar
star. Closer examination of the smaller building impresses us with the fact that it assumes
the shape of two squares, one of them being formed by the rooms IIIL., VI., and XII.,.before
alluded to; the direction of the so-called corridor being due north and south, and that of the
two large rooms at its extremity due east and west; and in a building of this importance
these peculiarities could hardly have been, with the Romans at all events, the result of
accident.

Commencing with Chamber No. III. the Guide Book! describes it as follows :

“ CaaMBER No. 3.—This measures 15}-feet by 17;-feet; the centre containing the
mosaic measures 93-feet by 103-feet, and the margin of this pavement is chequered. This
was the first pavement discovered; and the subject of it.is very remarkable. On the
western side are two gladiators, one has a trident and the other a net; they are represented
as engaging in combat. The panel to correspond with this one is destroyed. On the north
side is & fox under a tree, probably a grape vine; in the central portion of the picture is &
house with a cupola, the remainder is destroyed. The most perfect and at the same time
most curious panel is on the south side, it consists of a man with the head and legs of a cock,
standing in front of a small house, with a ladder or flight of steps leading up to it, on the
right hand of which are two griffins, represented as moving in opposite directions. The
central subject is the head of a Bacchante with a staff, enclosed within a circle; on the
north-western side is a like figure, with a staff over his right shoulder, having a small cross
on the top of it; it is highly probable that similar figures occupied the other three angles,
now wholly destroyed. In this chamber, fragments of wall plaister with fresco, iron nails,
bits of black, Samian and other pottery, broken flue tiles, and two coins were found.”

This is a very correct description, but looking at this pavement, a Mason will
note that the two figures (as did most probably the third one also) face to the west: thisina
design which may naturally be supposed to have an Fastern significance is, to say the least,
very peculiar.

These three so-called Bacchante appear from the position they hold, and from the
staves they carry in their hands, as well as from their general appearance, to be so placed in
the performance of some duty. It may be noted here that the Temple at Jerusalem was
considered of such importance that it had its own guards of Priests and Levites. The posts
which had to be maintained were twenty-four in number. The three most important of
these were guarded by the Priests, each post according to its importance being in charge of
an official of high priestly rank. It is possible, therefore, that these three figures, if the
panel have anything of a Masonic signification in allusion to the Temple, may be suggestive
of these three officials, and hence illustrative of the three (Master and two Wardens, or their
equivalent) who rule a Lodge. The western position of these figures is very important for
reasons which will be explained further on when Room No. XII. is dealt with in detail.

The panel containing the Persian Sun God in connection with the worship of Mithra
is no doubt typical of *“ Light.” Masons will quite understand this veiled allusion, but there
are other signs in connection with this matter of deep significance. The cock all over the
world is a symbol, and rightly so, of vigilance. In the Temple the priestly adornment, as
most suitable to be used in the service of the Architect of the Universe, was of gold and blue
(light) and purple and scarlet and fine linen. Mithra here is so clothed ; ke has, moreover,
a golden collar—he stands at the foot of a ladder of five steps, which leads to a building in
blue facing east and west and with a red roof, the entrance to the building, as in the Temple
at Jerusalem, being from the east. :

. Masons may well conjecture that Mithra in this case is typical of a Guard outside a
Lodge, to be entered by Masons only who have made the necessary five steps to Masonic
knowledge. The building we may assume to be typical of a Liodge, or its equivalent, from its
position east and west, also from the fact of the presence of winged figures, or griffins, or
sphinxes. These winged figures are possibly intended for Cherubim. The true form of
these is unknown.

Tacitus has described the Cherubim as “ winged animals never before seen by man.”
Ezekiel also speaks of them as animals. The main function of the Cherubim was that of

! A clever and exhaustive pamphlet, compiled by Mr. T. Pine, F.8.A,, and Mr. F. G. Hilton Price,
F.G.8. (16th edition).
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guardian to watch over the Mercy Seat and Altar and what was in it., viz., the Sacred Law.
Looked upon as ¢ Guardians ” in this symbolical picture, surely Masons may be permitted to
imagine that they are still performing their important functions with respect to the building
in front of which they are placed, which, if a Lodge or its equivalent, would surely have some-
where safely bestowed in it that Great Light in Masonry, the volume of the Sacred Law.

The Gladiators, looked at Masonically, might, in the symbolic victory obtained by the
Secuator over the man who holds the trident and net, symbolize that the race is not always to
the swift, but that a bold heart, and a skilled and rightful use of the means afforded to us to
defend ourselves from evil, will in the end lead to safety and success, and crown with glory
him who at all times is armed for the fight.

The northern panel exemplifies the well-known fable of the Fox and the Grapes.
Cowans may well learn by this not to depreciate that philosophical science which they fail,
though perhaps much wishing it, to attain. There is also perhaps another hidden meaning
in this illustration, inasmuch as arched domes, such as the one here shown, have been found at
Nepata in Merde, the cradle of Egyptian art, and in pyramidal remains at Djebel el Berkel.
The arched dome seems to have taken its origin in Etruria and was used in all probabilty by
the Augurs, whose business it was to observe the flight of birds; the stations of these Augurs
were called Templa and placed on the summits of hills, To shelter such and give a free
view no building was more proper and suitable than a dome on columns. The Templa, there-
fore, might be typical of the Temple at Jerusalem, supposed to have been built by Masons,
and this suggestion seems confirmed in a great measure by the presence of the grape vine,
the entrance to the Porch of the Temple being also adorned by a colossal vine and grapes,
symbolical of the ‘“ Noble Vine ” and * Vineyard.”

The passage along the corridor from Room No. III. is over a tesselated pavement of four
or five different colours. Itis probable, so says the Guide Book, ‘‘that this corridor included
“room No. 3—as we are not at all certain whether a satisfactory wall existed between them,
“in which case tbe whole length would be 65} ft.” Looking at the plan this seems very
likely—probably there were short projecting piers from each side of the corridor connected
by an arch. A curtain across this would then make No. 3 Room either a part of the corridor
or not, a8 most convenient.

I may mention with reference to the colored pavement in the corridor that the outer
court of the Temple was paved with stones of various colours. We are taught also in Masonry
that as the steps of man are attended by various and uncertain accidents of life, and as our
days are chequered with a strange contrariety of events, and our passage through existence
often beset with a multitude of evils, so is a Masonic Lodge furnished with tesselated or
Masonic work to remind us of the precariousness of our state on earth.

In the centre of this passage, or corridor, or colonnade, which is 50-feet long (or with
chamber No. III, a total length of 65}-feet) is a square panel of ornamental pavement enclos-
ing a medallion on which is a representation of Orpheus and which the Guide Book most
accurately describes as follows.

“ ﬁere occurs an interesting subject representing Orpheus seated, wearing a red
Phrygian cap and playing a lyre, by which he is attracting several animals, i.e. a monkey
with a red cap, a coote, & fox, and a peacock. Orpheus pavements have been discovered at
‘Woodchester, Withington, Horkstow, Winterton, Littlecote-on-Humber, and Saltford,
between Bath and Bristol, bat none have yet been noted in which a monkey forms portion
of the design. Such a representation of Orpheus accords with the period to which the
occupation of the Villa may be assigned. The subject was one especially favoured by the
early Christians, indeed it has been clearly shown, that in advocating the new faith its
promoters frequently selected the divinities of antiquity as creations familiar to the Eopula,r
mind, and in the figure of Orpheus a convenient type existed for the illustration of the Good
Shepherd and other symbols more especially associated with Christianity. It is remarkable
that when Alexander Severus placed pictures of Abraham and of Christ in his Lararium, he
included that of Orpheus also.’

This design of Orpheus would seem to have a double signification. Other representa-
tions of this Deity are generally fully robed which this figure is not: but Orpheus here is
clothed Ma.sonica{ly as, on close inspection, it will be seen that he is garbed with a Mason’s
apron, and of the oldest pointed type moreover, and his red robes would seem to be partially
withdrawn in order to give prominence to this fact. Not impossibly this Orpheus was also
typical of another Orpheus, an ancient philosopher whose idea was that Ether, or the Heavens,
was created by the Counselling Light, Invisible, Incomprehensible, and Creator of all things.

The prominent position of this Orpheus lozenge is almost a guarantee that the Roman
building was constructed and used for other than heathen purposes.

Seven feet beyond the Orpheus square is a stone subway 7-feet long, and 7-feet again
beyond this subway is the entrance to the Room No. XII., making a total of 21-feet of
corridor from Orpheus to Room XII.

e
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This subway is supposed to have led to a furnace for heating the hypocaust beneath
floors of Rooms XIII. and IX. The entrance to this furnace seems very peculiarly situated,
placed as it is in the centre of a handsomely paved corridor, and at the entrance to the main
and most important room in the building. We can hardly imagine that such designers, as
were the Romans, could have permitted so questionable an arrangement as this without some
specially good reason. There 1s no lack of space in this Villa and an entrance to the furnace,
or indeed the furnace itself, might well have been constructed in some other locality where
it would have equally well performed its necessary function of heating the rooms.

Looking at this arrangement from a Masonic point of view, and with the knowledge
that the Romans did not bury but burnt their dead, is it not possible that this peculiarly
shaped recess may have been used for the purpose of a typical cremation? or utilized
in some similar manner at a very solemn part of the ceremony ¥

Passing from No. VI. passage we enter the eastern division of No. XII. Chamber,
which, says the admirably written Guide Book, * contains the largest and most important of
the mosaics yet discovered. In the centre is a large medallion containing the head of Medusa,
one of the Gorgon sisters,! such as are represented both at Bignor and Bramdean; its
position is slightly orientated. Springing from this centre are four compartments a.
crosswise, as shown in the accompanying illustration; each of these is bordered by the
guilloche pattern. At the angles, north and sonth, east and west, are triangular compart-
ments illustrating figures of bucolics blowing the buccina, or neatherd’s horn ; on their heads
is the petasus of Mercury. Over the left shoulder is a pallium or other form of cloak. The
designs which make up the four panels referred to are of considerable interest, each contain-
ing two figures, & male and female. The subjects appear to be of a pastoral character, as
evidenced by the south-west compartment of the lower portion of the pavement. It presentsa
group admirably worked in small tessere of varied colours. There is a female figure par-
tially draped after the manner of the Saltutriz or dancing girl of Greece and Italy, the
mausical instrament upon which she is playing with the right hand, is suggestive of some of
the Pompeian paintings which illustrate the Tympanistria or female player of the Tympanum
or tambourine, her companion is a male figure of more than ordinary interest, on account of
the peculiarities presented by the costume worn—he wears a Phrygian cap, a skirted tunic
with small cloak or pallium fastened on the right shoulder, and what is very unusual with
such figures he appears with bracce or trousers, these are loose and plainly distinct above
the ankle, and calceus or the boot or shoe beneath. The peculiarity of this dress leads to the
opinion that it may be that in fashion at the time the mosaic was laid down, because the
form given to the bracce is different to that usually met with in the costume attributed to
the ‘barbarians’ or provincial nations in Roman sculpture. The Pandean pipe, a musical
instrument formed from stalks of reed or cane, which is held by the figure in the right hand,
and the presence of the shepherd’s crook denote the pastoral meaning of the group.

“ A second panel comprises a design, the meaning of which is at once intelligible, a
female figure, tall and closely draped is seen bearing in one hand a staff, and in the other
ears of corn, which she is presenting to a man, who though perfectly nude holds by the left
hand the bura or buris, viz., the hinder part of the ancient plough. The subject is clearly
that of Ceres offering the fruits of the earth to Triptolemus, who according to the stories of
mythology was the inventor of the plough and agriculture. In the Georgics of the ever to
be remembered Virgil we read how Ceres first tanght humanity to plough the land® with iron

¢ Prima Ceres ferro mortales vertere terram instituit,’
and again, how the sower was both to plough and sow naked,
¢ Nudas ara, sere nudus’

writes the poet, & passage which from the words in another place ‘leviter vestiti’ may be
rendered as ‘lightly clad,’ a condition requisite in an uncertain climate, but in the pictorial
representation before us we note even more than a literal translation.”

On entering No. XII. Chamber and examining its mosaics Masonically, one is struck
at once with the fact that the circular lozenge which is in the centre of the square, together
with the four rectangular shaped panels by which it is flanked, are diagonally placed in
another large square, which contains the whole of the mosaic; but whilst this design is
hardly of true Masonic form it has nevertheless a hidden meaning of its own.

The subjects on this floor are very certainly Pagan or heathenish in signification, but
the form in which the diagrams are placed is that of the well-known Grecian cross. The
arrangement is peculiar but striking, and is emphasized by the triangles in the corners of

! According to heathen mythology there were three, Stheino, Euryale, and Medusa. Of these the
latter alone was mortal, her locks of hair were transformed into serpents by Athena. As an emblem in
ancient art the head of Medusa is, as a rule, significantly Pagan. It often symbolises Death, and is typical
of all that is hopeless and lost. 2 Georgics, lib, i, 147. -
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the design which are clearly Masonic. These triangles, asindeed are all those shown on these
designs, are right-angled triangles, which after all is the true form of the Masonic triangle.
Each of these corner triangles, which are here coloured black, contains three white triangles
and four black ones, making a total of seven—the Pythagorean most sacred number. The
Egyptians considered that all creatures born in the seventh month were placed out of danger
a8 regards early dissolution. Amongst Masons the number seven is considered the perfect
number, as no Entered Apprentice Lodge can be opened without seven being present, who
may consist of one past master, two master masons, two fellow-crafts, and the same number
of the first degree. Thus all absent numbers are virtually present by their representatives,
viz., the master acting oun behalf of all belonging to that degree; the past master forall past
masters; the wardens on behalf of the fellow-crafts; the deacons for all the entered appren-
tices ; the inner guard and tyler acting as the faithful gnardians of the Lodge. Hence the
symbolic emblems of the seven stars or a single star with seven points are restricted to the
first degree.
These triangles may be read again in another manner as referring to the steps to
perfection, viz., 4, 5, and 7.
Spes. Fides. Caritas.
¢ When Virtue her examples drew in Heaven

Seven steps to reach them were to mortals given,

Hope s0 desirous first attains

Four of the seven. But Faith five precepts gains,

Love is the chief, for Love the two excels,
And in the virtne of Perfection dwells.””—JoRN OWEN.

Lastly these triangles have undoubted reference to the “triple trine” which will be
described fully further on.

The central figare of Medusa’s head is turned from the entrance of the room and only
meets one face to face when circling round it, at the N.E. Corner. In every Mason’s Lodge
silence is a well known requisite ; this virtue was also much prized amongst the ancients,
more especially amongst the Pythagoreans, and no fignre conld more effectively convey its
desirability and necessity to acolytes of that day than the exhibition to them of the head of
the dreaded Gorgon.

The Bucolic figures sounding the buccina or neatherd’s-horns, would, if this were a
Masonic Lodge, not impossibly be intended to represent the proclaiming of the Lodge and
its master in the N.S.E. and W., and the petasus of Mercury as shown on their heads would
fitly describe them as heraldic messengers for this purpose.

Masonically speaking, the four compartments containing the figures mightrepresent four
virtues. Triptolemus and Ceres might stand for Prudence or Industry; the two figures with the
pipes and tambourine, combined with the shepherd’s crook, might represent Innocence, the
picture being one of a pastoral nature; Lycurgus and the Nymph in the background with
vines and olives would stand for Temperance; and the defaced picture for Chastity, seeing
that the woman in it seems to be flying from her pursuer.

The great peculiarity of this floor lies in the Heathen subjects on it being placed in a
Christian Cross, in the orientation of Medusa's head, and in the most striking arrange-
ment of the black and white right-angled triangles in each corner of the design. As regards
the panel containing Tritons and Nymphs, there seems to be nothing to note in connec-
tion with it as yet. .

The Guide Book further states :—‘ Between the stone piers already named and
dividing the two pavements of the apartments is a subject of considerable interest : in the
centre is & square panel containing a male figure wearing a black beard, seated in what
appears to be a chair; he is semi-nude, there being but little drapery except at the lower
portion of the figure. At the left side there stands & pillar, surmounted by what some
observers take to be a gnomon or san-dial, but which we ourselves believe to be an illustra-
tion of the twelve houses ; the number of the compartments corresponds with the signs of the
Zodiac. Beneath the pillar is a sphere or globe which appears to be supported on three
legs, the tesserm are so arranged as to define the four quarters of the earth, to this the figure
is pointing with a wand as though casting a horoscope; at his right hand side is a cup or
vase, in which is an object which some consider to be a pen, but this we have not yet identi-
fied with certainty. This illustration of an astronomer in the exercise of his profession is
one of the most interesting of the novelties yet revealed, the fignre is probably intended for
Hipparchus, a celebrated student of antiquity—he, it is said, was the first to prosecute the
science in a regular and systematic manmner, his observations were made between the years
160 and 125 B.c., his catalogne of the fixed stars has been preserved by Ptolemy, and one
work, the only one extant, is his commentary on Aratus, according to Pliny he could never
be sufficiently commended; he had proved the relation of the stars to men, he attempted to
express such relation by appropriate names, and devised instruments by which he might
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mark the places and the magnitudes of each particular star. The nature of these instru-
ments has never been ascertained, but there is nothing improbable in the notion that those
shown in our mosaic are those which are associated with his discoveries. On each side of
this panel is a geometrical pattern, composed of a centre with a circle from which radiate
four divisions enclosed within a larger circle, this is again placed in a diamond or lozenge-
shaped figure, the whole being contained in a parallelogram, in the angles of which are
figures of triangles; the border, as in other cases consists of the guilloche pattern. These
designs are similar to those figured by Mr. H. Ecroyd Smith in his description of the pave-
inents at Aldborough, the Roman station of Isurinm.”

This panel is one of great importance, placed as it is at the entrance or threshold of
the inner or sacred chamber. In the outer chamber the subjects are all mythological
and heathen in intent, but this panel is of self-evident simplicity, and refers to subjects
which in the day it was laid down must have been clearly and well understood. The centre
portion is a square, the geometrician’s “perfect figure,” and is made prominently conspicuous,
as a geometrical figure, by the absence of any other near it. The draped figure in it very
probably refers to Pythagoras, who discovered the rotundity of the world, the precession
of the seasons, and many other things connected with Geometry with which he has never
been credited.

Pythagoras was born about the year 586 B.C., at Sidon. Iamblicus, in A.p. 193, wrote
his life, and finishes a eunlogistic statement as to his virtues, by declaring that he seemed
among his countrymen as being superior to humanity. He was learned in the mysteries of
the Egyptians, having acquired them under the priests of Memphis, among whom he resided
for twenty-two years, studying Geometry and other arts.

After twelve years more in Babylon he returned to Samos, where he began to teach
symbolic philosophy. Pythagoras was the first among the ancients to discover that the
world was round and inhabited on all sides; he built up the science of astronomy, and
founded a school of philosophy from which Plato, Aristotle, Xenocrates, and others borrowed
the best portions for the foundation of their schools.

one of the Pythagorean doctrines or mysteries were ever placed on record in writing,
but were committed to memory, and so handed down : hence few, if any, of their secrets were
ever divulged.

Pythagoras died in the Temple of the Muses at Metapontum about B.c. 506.

The precepts of Pythagoras resemble very much those of the Craft, being veiled in
allegory and illustrated by symbols, and most probably this figure of his was placed in the
position it occupies with reference to that fact.

Pythagoras or Hipparchus is shown in this panel pointing to the Globe. If this were
a Tracing Board in a Masonic Lodge, we should surmise that it was intended to
demonstrate that Masonry was universal and spread over its whole surface; after-
wards would be pointed out the upright column with the globe, sun-dial, or glory on its top,
without which column no Masonic Tracing Board would, as we know, be complete. This
one column might fairly be so placed to recall to Masons the miraculous pillar of fire and
cloud set up over the Tabernacle by God in the Wilderness. What the bowl is intended to
convey it is difficult to say. No doubt some meaning will be found for it by some of
the members present.

The parallelograms at each side of the square are replete with interest, and to the
Craft a study of themselves ; moreover they, in connection with the centre square, stamp the
whole panel as being one of truly Masonic signification.

The sudden change in the character of the mosaics which takes place at the threshold
of what may be termed the “Sacred Chamber,” and between it and the outer one is most
significant, and goes a long way to prove the Masonic and symbolic character of the
building itself. ferring to these parallelograms they enclose four elongated right-angled
triangles forming a lozenge in shape of two baseless equilateral triangles with the extremities
of their sides resting one against the other. :

Inside this lozenge is a point enclosed in a circle, surrounded by another circular
figure. Doubtless the combination of the lozenge and its contents has some very significant
meaning taken as a whole,—dissecting it we recognize 1st, a very ancient Egyptian and also
Chinese sign O signifying the sun or light, and typical of the great Deity ; around and
outside this sign is another one of Egyptian origin, viz. ), country, the land, the
world. The sign A, in Chinese 7Tseih, signifies Union, and the letter >, Miih,
in Chinese, means eye. This combination of them therefore might be interpreted—The
great Deity and on'%in of Light, who rules the world—and to Masons is significant of the
‘ All-seeing eye ” of a watchful Providence which never ceases to look upon us, whether we
mix in the busy haunts of man, retire to privacy, or seek the silence of darkness or night.
It is an emblem to us of the greatest import, whether as regards the present or the future.
Nor can we fail on reflection to consider that all our actions are under constant and superin-
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tending view, which awes and fills our mind with dread and excites gratefu] emotions in the
heart, according as we tread the opposite dictates of virtue or vice.

Picked up amongst the débris in one of the rooms of this building was an object in
bone, shaped and marked thus €. This would almost appear a sort of pass or charm.

This lozenge-shaped figure as shown on the floor has yet another Masonic signification.
It will be seen that the outer circumference of the outer white circle partly hidden by the
sides of the lozenge, rests on two parallel white lines of the surrounding parallelogram, thus
forming a circle with a point inscribed between two parallel lines. %t is well known to
Masons that a Circle, when used as a Masonic symbol, and bounded by two parallel lines,

-represents Moses and St. John, two sure gnides to eternal happiness: and signifies that so

long as the rule of our Masonic conduct is bounded by the Law and the Gospel we may look
forward with stedfast hope of a glorious eternity, and that if we traverse the bounds of
duty therein incnlcated it is impossible we can materially err.

Passing the threshold of what we may term the Tnner or Sacred chamber which
measures 20-feet 11-inches by 20-feet, the Guide Book states—*‘ The pavements in this room
are of great beanty, that at the west end is almost square, its dimensions being 13-feet
6-inches by 13-feet 10-inches, divided into compartments all edged with the guilloche in
half-inch tessers of white, black and red. The design may be described as in three divisions
with a central circular medallion also bordered by the guilloche, but the subject is destroyed,
sufficient however remains to show that it contained a similar little house to that already
mentioned in Chamber III. Upon either side are oblong panels containing mythological
subjects, and at the corners are quadrants enclosed in compartments, these being occupied,
with the exception of one which has perished, by busts symbolical of the four Seasons, that
which is missing, at the north-west angle, being probably Spring. Summer appears at the
south-west corner, and is tolerably well preserved, the head is that of a female whose hair is
decked with poppies, typical perhaps of Juno. It is enclosed by the guilloche border. In
the angle of this compartment there is a figure of a peacock with flowing tail represented

ecking at flowers in a vase ; the plumage of the bird is beautifully worked in many colours.
g‘here are also traces of a bird in the injured composition supposed to contain Spring. It
is therefore probable that there were figures of birds in each compartment suitable to the
season of the year. Autamn is also a female figure treated in a similar manner to the
former, her hair is decorated with ears of corn in illustration of Ceres. She wore a torque
around the neck, and is suggestive of a similar subject discovered in the mosaic pavement
from Carthage now in the British Musenm,! and in our own country, at Cirencester the .
Roman Corinium. The last is Winter, the most perfect of all; this is also afemale figure
closely wrapped, her garment being fastened across the left shoulder by a brooch or fibula,
attached to the dress is a cucullus or hood, which could be drawn up over the head in rough
weather, similar to that worn by ecclesiastics at the present day. The centre of the pave-
ment is much injured, but the central design was evidently contained in a circular medallion
bordered with the guilloche pattern. Around this were four oblong panels placed between
the angles containing the figures of the Seasons. These probably represented mythological
subjects, because in the one which is preserved appear figures of Perseus and Andromeda;
the former is seated, and in his right hand holds aloft the Gorgon’s head, and in the left the
weapon with which the head was severed ; the latter figure is nude, and is likewise seated,
apga.rently upon a rock, the representation of which bas been well worked in dark brown
and other coloured tesseree—at their feet are apparent indications of the monster associated
with the myth. Doubtless all the other panels like this one were bordered by the guilloche
pattern.”

Looking at the floor of what we may call the inner or sacred chamber, it will be
observed that the panels on the floor assnume the trne Masonic form, viz., that of a square on
whose prolonged sides are formed four other squares, the centre square thus having another
one at each of its four angles. The pavement in this chamber is much damaged and most

robably intentionally so by the Romans themselves for purposes of concealment ; enough,
Eowever, is left in each panel to shadow faintly what was intended. The north and south
panels contained fignres, the eastern one a bui]yding of some sort whose direction was very
curiously east and west, and taking this fact into consideration with the house shown in Room
No. 111. it would seem to clearly prove a connection between the two separate designs although
placed at opposite ends of the house. Of the centre panel also most fortunately a fragment
remains, enough to show what was intended to be placed in it.

The Seasons, as illustrated in the four corners of the design, seem moat'a«ppropris.te,
Summer and Autumn being on the south side, Spring (presumably) and Winter on the
north.

1 Carthage and her Remains, by Dr. N. Davis, p. 180.
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These designs, Masonically speaking, would seem to illustrate the fact that at all
seasons in the yearly progress of the world round the sun, to the trne Mason the science and
practice of true Masonry will remain for ever constant and unchanged.

On entering this chamber, across the threshold the Mason cannot fail to see and
observe what all Masons expect to see'in all well-constituted Lodges, viz., a “ Great Light.”

In the centre medallion is the representation of the “ Blazing Star ” or of the “Sun,”
remarkable from the fact that all its rays are represented by right-angled triangles. Again
here, as if to convince one of its Masonic signification, in each corner of the square in which
this circle is so Masonically inscribed, is found the inverted right-angled triangle. In the
outer chamber this right-angled triangle is white, here, howerer, it is black. This right-
angled triangle inverted within another right-angled triangle is a most cherished symbol
amongst Masons; it represents the * Triple Trine” and the source and fountain of Light,
hence its positions in this panel around the Sun are most appropriate.

Beyond the centre Sun, and immediately opposite to what there is reason to believe
will prove one of the most caurious and sacred Masonic signs in existence, is the panel
containing a Mosaic supposed to illustrate the fable of Perseus and Andromeda. Perseus is
here assumed by one reading to be showing the head of Medusa to the sea dragon, who
thereby is converted into arock. Andromeda meanwhile is shown reclining in a nude state
on the edge of the shore, rejoicing in her escape and admiring the reflection in the water of
Medusa’s head.

Another reading suggests that Perseus is holding aloft the Gorgon Medusa’s head,
which he has just severed from her body with the weapon shown in his left hand, Andromeda
being seated beside him.

This mythological fable has been variously rendered, but it is always understood that
when the Gorgon was killed Andromeda was not present, consequently, if the Gorgon’s body
is intended to be shown in the panel the female figure cannot well be that of Andromeda.

The sea monster who was killed by Perseus, one fable says, was stabbed in the shoulder
and fell into the sea. Another version states that the sea dragon was turned to stone by
being shown Medusa’s head.

The most generally accepted history of Perseus is as follows :—

Perseus, the son of Danae and Jupiter, was brought up at Seriphos, one of the
Cyclades, by the priests in the Temple of Minerva, and under the protection of that goddess.
Having promised the head of Medusa, being so prompted by Minerva, to Polydectes, the
king of the country in which he lived, he set out to fulfil what he had undertaken. Minerva
had a deep grudge against Medusa, (who was, some fables say, a beautiful woman,) she having
defiled one of Minerva’s temples by residing there for a time on inlimate terms with Bacchus.
To assist Perseus in his expedition Pluto gave him a helmet, Minerva a buckler, Merc
wings, and Vulcan a diamond dagger or herpe. The fable goes on to say that after various
adventures Perseus traversed the air to the western borders of the earth, conducted b
Minerva, and eventually finding the Gorgons when asleep, encouraged by Minerva, he cut
Medusa’s head, whose body thereupon assumed the form of a dragon, and her lovely auburn
locks that of writhing serpents.

Perseus, after undergoing further adventures, whilst flying back through the air,
perceived Andromeda on the coast of Ethiopia chained to a rock, awaiting the arrival of a sea
monster who was to destroy her. Perseus, on a promise of marriage being given by her
father, flew through the air to meet the advancing monster, and stabbing him in the shoulder
with his “ herpe,” hurled him dead into the sea.

With this fable so told it seems difficult to assume that the dragon shown in the
design is the sea monster, it would appear more probable that the body is that of Medusa,
who has just been decapitated. IF this be the case, the female figure is intended to
represent Minerva; and so translated, this panel becomes a very really Masonic one, as it
typifies vividly the “ penalty of the obligation " which it also seems probable it was intended
to convey, the more so from the fact that it was on this spot, in the west of the building,
that obligations of some sort were taken, it being immediately in front of the marginal sacred
sign. The decapitated body lying not a cable tow from the edge of the shore, as shown
here is very suggestive, and no better selected fable or one more discreetly veiled could
possibly have been chosen than this, to illustrate to Masons a very interesting subject.
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Round the mosaic design on the floor of this inner room are borders of Tau’s, having
in the centre of the western portion a Svedic sign of deep Masonic significance.

The writer will quote here at length the very valuable and exhaustive comments
made on this sign by Mr. F. Hilton Price, and which are well worthy of your best attention.

“The whole of this chamber is bordered with red inch-tessers, that portion in the
western division containing a fret pattern laid in white, terminating at the head of the
chamber in a figure of the Svastika or vedic cross. The presence of this symbol bhas been
noted before upon remains of Romau buildings discovered in this country. As a religious
emblem, it is probably the most ancient symbol extant, and it has been cited as a gnostic
symbol derived by the early Christians from Oriental creeds. With the Buddhists it was
viewed as an emblem of resignation, and appears upon the sacred relics of the Vaishnavas.
It occurs on the oldest Greek coins, on Etruscan vases, and on the Newton stone at Aberdeen,
which is a Celtic monument. Dr. Schliemann has noted its presence on pottery found at
Koénigswalde on the Oder, around the pulpit of St. Ambrose at Milan, in the Catacombs at
Rome, on a Celtic urn at Shropham in Norfolk, and on Corinthian and Attic vases. It also
appears upon the celebrated cinerary urn found some years ago at Colchester, where it is a
portion of the ornament upon a shield of one of the figures there seen in combat. We have
Likewise met with it upon Roman glass from London excavations. The Rev.J. C. Bruce has

recorded its presence on a Roman altar dedicated to Jupiter, found at Amboglanna, the
modern Birdoswald in the North of England, where it is associated with the Greek cross;
and it appears on an altar dedicated to Minerva, from High Rochester, now in the Museum
at Alnwick Castle. Mr. M. J. Walhouse, in an article on the Svastika in the Indian
Antiquary for July, 1878, refers to its existence also in China and Japan. It is there seen
on the lids of coffins, being supposed to act as a charm to protect the corpse against the
attack of a demon, in the shape of a'cat called Kinasha, which is said to seize and mangle
the dead bodies of human beings. It may be seen in heraldry, and it was repeated upon
ecclesiastical vestments with doubtless a belief in its efficacy as a charm. It is also to be
found on ancient bells in some of our parish chuches, illustrating, as remarked by Mr.
Walhouse, the belief in demons, the powers of the air being driven away by the clang of
church bells. On our pavement at Morton, the position of the emblem (see woodcut) is at
the head of this chamber (No. XII). It was probably the site of an altar or a presidential
chair, the former if the chamber were used for religious ceremonies, and the latter if as a
hall of justice.
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The Taus round this Chamber were at first taken to represent an ordinary fret border
and indeed in some drawings, by mistake, have been shown as such. Careful examination,
however, will prove that they are present with a very different intention.

The most curious point about these Taus lies in the fact that those on the north and
south borders of the room, all point in one direction ; further that there are seven on each
side, the southern and not the northern angles of the room being marked by a square.

The Tau has always been considered essentially Masonic, and the position chosen for
these Taus has a significance hardly to be over estimated. Placed with their bases to
the south they may be said to be ‘resting on light,” and so arranged would typify the solid
and secure basis npon which Masoory may truly be said to be fixed—what more enduring
than the great light and truth by which Masons stand redeemed from darkness and are
become sons of light. What seven virtues more dear to Masons than Faith, Prudence,
Temperance, Hope, Fortitude, Justice, and Charity, which may be cherished worthily as
children of light : showing that we have cast away the works of darkmess and put upon us
the armour of light, discharging acceptable service on which the Great Master of all from his
beatitude looks down with approbation.

The so-called Svastika is most curiously placed in this room in the west and not in
the east. As an ancient, indeed one of the most ancient signs in existence, this position is
singular. In the true Svastika sign the arms are reverted thus Y from left to right; in
the one we have here they are turned in the opposite direction, from right to left. With
arms prolonged as they are in this border they form two squares, which being Masonic
would seem to indicate, that Masons of old selected the then oldest sign known on which
to graft, as it were, a true Masonic signification, but the single square is of great antiquity :
it wa;.s common amongst the Egyptians, and not impossibly older far than even the Svastika
itself.

In so-called “ Egyptian borders ” the Svastika, as shown in an improved form, is com-
mon; on modern floor-cloths, on ground-glass window panes, on china ware, the pattern
meets one at every turn. Shown here are two of the commonest patterns in vogue; for
borders these forms were used by the Romans as well as the Greeks.

On the floor of the Roman Villa discovered some years since at Cirencester, this
Egyptian border is well marked. There is nothing, in fact, ancommon about this pattern.

The use of a portion of the pattern here indicates probably the origin of the design,
and as such it must bhave pointed to periods even in those days of very ancient date, and
therefore somewhat beyond the realms of profitable discussion at this time.

The first question which arises with respect to this sign is, why, it being apparently
of entirely eastern signification, is it placed in tEe west, and if so placed in the west how can
it possibly have any Masonic signification ? The connection that existed of old between the
Egyptians and the Jews is well known: not less well realized is that which subsisted at a
later date between the Jews and Romans. Some of the greatest works ever executed in
Masonry were erected in Egypt—the school, in fact, of Israel. Of what the Jews accom-
plished themselves at Jerusalem and elsewhere we have ample evidence. We profess to believe
that our Masonic ideas and inspirations arose in Jerusalem. Why then marvel at discovering
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that the Romans, a clever, talented people, and most highly civilized, should have learnt from
the Jews Masonic science and the worship of the true God ? Masonry was even then, as now,
universal, and if the Romans in God’s good providence could be christianized, what difficulty
was there even as Pagans, in their imbibing the Masonic belief ?

They must have done so, and if we value as we ought Masonry as derived from its
true source, such Masonry in fact as would be illustrated by the Romans in Britain, the
Masonic traces in this building should have for us a value next to incalculable.

At the period of this building the fiat against the Jews had gone forth and they were
as a nation scattered over the face of the earth. There were Jews in Rome for considerable
periods even before this. It is unlikely therefore that amongst the Romans in Britain there
were not also Roman Jews, men who were instructed also in Masonry and Masonic science
in its highest and purest degree. ,

This might well be and most probably was the case ; and for this reason,if for no other,
the question before us is one well worthy of intelligent discussion by all earnest and deep
thinking Masons.

‘With respect to the western position of the sign under discussion, it must be remem-
bered that when the Israelites left Egypt, and set up by God’s own command their
Tabernacle in the Wildernesss, the Holy of Holies in that erection was set in the West and
not in the Fast. The pillar of cloud by day and fire by night rose over the western portion
of the Tabernacle, not over its eastern end, and the worship of the Israelites in the Wilder-
ness was to the west and not the east.

This clearly was so ordered to show that the Israelites had, on leaving Egypt, in the
worship of the one and true God turned their backs for ever upon all the idolatries of the
Egyptians, and their worship of many gods. The worship of Isis, Baal, the Sun, Fire, the
Groves, etc., was all towards the East, and, as opposed to all this false worship, the Israelites
adored the one and true God towards the West.

In the Holy Temple at Jerusalem the Holy of Holies was to the west, and our Saviour

himself so worshipped. In the early Christian churches the altar or communion tables were
all placed in the west, and indeed, at the present day, in one of the earliest churches at Rome
the altar is still so placed.
_ If, therefore, at the time this Roman building was erected this sign had been placed
in the East, it could not have been Masonic, all things in connection with the Craft
‘being distinctly opposed to Heathenism in every shape and form. At the same time, as this
sign is in the west it can hardly be of heathen signification, and this distinction
is very important, as it indicates that whatever rites were carried out in this room, they
were of western and not eastern position, and therefore most probably entirely Masonic.

Taking these facts into consideration the decyphering of this sign becomes a more
simple task.

It has for its foundation the Triplic Tau or Triple Trine, symbolical of the nine
orders in which the Heavenly Host are supposed to be constituted, and which are classed
into three principal divisions.

1.—Seraphim, Cherubim, Thrones.

2.—Dominions, Virtues, Powers.

3.—Principalities, Archangels, Angels.
Hence the Triple Trine which, symbolized, has heen variously depicted, and of which the
following are specimens.

' b A,

This division into classes has been considered as sanctioned by the Scriptures, and
they are supposed to surround the immediate Throne of God, somewhat in accordance with
our notion of the Solar system.
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Dante describes them as follows:—

. .« . A point that darted light

8o sharp no lid enclosing may bear up against its keeness .
And so far off :

Perchance, as is the Halo from the Light

Which points it—when most dense the vapour spreads

There wheeled about the point a circle of Fire

More rapid than the motion which first girds

The World—Then circle after circle round

Enringed each other ; till the seventh reached

Circumference so ample, that its bow

Within the span of Juno's messenger

Had scarce been held entire. Beyond the seventh

Followed yet another two. . . . .

Heaven and all nature hang npon that point.

In the first circle are Seraphims and Cherubims. Thus swift

Follow their hoops, in littleness to the point

Near as they can approaching ; and they can

The more, the loftier their vision. Those

That round them fleet, gazing the Godhead next

Are Thrones, in whom the first Trine ends.

The other Trine that with still opening buds

In this eternal spring tide blossom fair,

Rejoicing Dominions first, next them

Virtues and Powers the third, the next to whom

Are Princedoms and Archangels with glad sound

To tread their festal ring, and last the Band

Angelical disporting in their sphere.

Next, supported by this “ triple trine " (the sign of the Royal Arch), we observe in the
figure an arch ; and the grandest and most perfect arch in the Universe, the rainbow, seems
to have been selected for this purpose. To convey the exact illustration of this in stone,
considerable ingenuity seems to have been exercised.

1st. The Bow has one extremity of its circumference set firmly on one Tan, whilst
the other extremity is made to rest on the points of the opening between the next two.
Rainbows are gemerally delineated with one leg resting on the land and the other in the
clouds or on the sea.

2nd. There is an outer arch, it being shown of half the thickness of the inner one and
with its ends reverted, symbolizing a double rainbow, in the outer one of which the colours
are of half the density of that of the inner bow, and reversed in order.

This arch so formed, the most noble and royal that can be imagined in nature,
may be intended to allude to the Bow of Promise set in the clouds, when the Lord
said, “I will not again curse the ground,” and also added ‘“While the earth remaineth
“geed time and harvest, and cold and heat, and summer and winter, and day and
“ night shall not cease” ; also “1 do set my bow in the cloud, and it shall be for a token of
““a covenant between me and the earth, and the bow shall be in the cloud, and I will look
‘“apon it that I may remember the everlasting covenant between God and every living
“ creature of all flesh that is upon the earth.”

Inside the arch is the so-called Svastika, which is converted here into two Masonic
squares, one springs from the arch (or heavens), and communicates with the other, which
rests on one of the Taus (or earth beneath), the whole forming by their junction five squares.
Outside, supported on the two outer Taus, are two more squares, ma]king a total of seven
squares, or the sacred number. The whole is typical perhaps of the five steps necessary to
make a Mason, and the seven virtues, the practice of which would make him acceptable to
the Great Architect of the Universe. It may refer also to the seven periods of the
creation of the world destroyed by the flood, or perbaps, in remembrance of the fact that
seven months elapsed before the ark touched the ground after the flood, it may contain a
prophetical allusion to the seventh thousand year or the milennium of the world.

The two outer squares very possibly may be meant to represent two letters. One of
the oldest languages known is Sanscrit, the letters of which are written in the Devanagari
character or * alphabet of the gods.” Some words in Sanscrit are known to have an age of
from 4,000 to 5,000 years. The base of the Sanscrit alphabet is the square -,
and most, if not all, of the letters in that language are formed in some way or other upon it.
These sqlua.res and the letters formed from them are poetically described in Sanscrit as being
¢ the pillars of knowledge, entwined with the garlands of thought.”

The reversal of the two squares outside the arch would seem to indicate the first and
last signs of such alphabetical root.

Read Masonically the interpretation might be that all the letters as contained between
these two roots of the then oldest known language in the world would be insufficient to
convey the depth of meaning and sacredness of the enclosed symbols.
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As a whole this most curious and interesting relic of the ages long past is difficalt of
comprehension : read as sach and interpreted in a measure by what I have but too feebly
endeavoured to explain, it might be translated as symbolizing :—

“The Supreme Being, Sovereign Author of Heaven and Earth, Omniscient, Omnipo-
tent, and Omnipresent, Jehovah, Divine Author of the Hierarchies of the Heavens, Ineffable
Architect, who with impenetrable wisdom regulates time and seasons, seed-time and harvest,
cold and heat, day and night; who has set the Divine Arch which spans the firmament and
earth in the Heavens, and which will remain to trne Masons as long as the world has exist-
ence, a sign and covenant of his protecting favour and love.”

The writer has endeavoured to the best of his ability to translate what he believes to
be the Masonic signs traceable in the remains of this Roman building. Doubtless all the
points he has dealt with are capable of being exemplified in an entirely different manner and
even more gla.usibly than they have been in this paper,.but the pavements treated of are
unique in character, and coming from so remote a period as they do are entitled to every
respect and consideration.

Were all the Lodges in Great Britain destroyed to-morrow, hardly any remnant of
Masonry, a8 we know it, would be discoverable from their remains, and any {(ason looking at
these Roman floors of 1700 years ago, whose pictures and hidden meaning are written in
stone, must feel compelled to own that in comparison with our modern Tracing Boards,
these relics, damaged though they be, are far more impressive, whatever the Philosophy or
Religion may be which they are intended to exemplify and teach. And it must be remembered
when tracing hidden meaning that Masons have universally and from time immemorial
adopted the plan of inculcating the tenmets of their order by typical figures and allegorical
emblems, to prevent their mysteries from falling under the familiar notice of inattentive
and unappreciative novices, from whom they might not receive that attention and veneration
which is clearly their due. :

The usages and customs of Masons have ever corresponded with those of the Ancient
Egyptians, to which they bear an unmistakeable affinity. ?l'hese philosophers, unwilling to
expose their mysteries to vulgar eyes, concealed their tenets and principles under hierogly-
phical figures and expressed their notjons of government by signs and symbols, which they
communicated to their Magi alone, who were bound by oath not to reveal them.

Masonry is not only the most ancient but is also the most moral institution that ever
existed, and every emblem in it tends to the practice of virtue.

Peculiar customs and ceremonies are ancient and common to all ages of the world ; at
all periods have sublime traths and points of knowledge been conveyed by allegorical and
mythological symbolism, the better to secure their integrity and to prevent them from
descending into the possession of the unbelieving or unappreciative, who might distort or
mar their intention and effect.

The age of Masonry as known and practised by us is an open question. The earliest
written records of Lodges which we possess are comparatively of recent date, (1717), but
these were not by any means the first Masons, they simply formed the pioneers, as it were,
of a lapsed, not lost philosophy, of which we their descendants, are, I hope, surely, though
slowly regaining a practical knowledge.

It is well known that the Popes of old encouraged Masonry, both practical and
speculative, and that with the Masons of their days the science of architecture and the
trade of building went band in hand. As early as 1140 A.p., we read, that wherever the
Roman Catholic religion was taught, there Masonry was sanctioned and patronized. The
Abbey of Kilwinning in Scotland was built by Masons and a Kilwinning Lodge is mentioned
in an unmistakeable manner as far back as the fifteenth century.

English Masonry is said to have been introduced into England by St. Alban the
proto-martyr, about the third century. If so, it is not impossible that St. Alban himself
may have officiated as one of the Masters of the Roman Lodge at Morton, if Lodge it really
were.

King Athelstone, according to our traditions, granted a Charter to the brethren, and
his brother Edwin summoned a meeting of Masons at York in A.p. 926, for what particular
purpose is not authentically known, although it is asserted, and possibly correctly so, that it
. was for the purpose of meeting in Grand Lodge.

But ma.llz‘:n interruption in the sequence, so to speak, of so well recorded a moral
philosophy as onry is of no vital consequence in establishing its truth and reliability,
provided always the true secrets are recovered or preserved. Would Christianity be less
true, less valuable, and less precious to Christians, if it ceased in England, say this very year,
and were not re-established in this country by our descendants until five hundred years hence ¥
Would our children believe that it had mever before existed, becamse they had not seen
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it, and could produce nobody in possession of a Church of England Service and the Thirty-
Niue Articles and a list of every one who had published them, up to date P

As regards Masonry, we either believe in our Ritunal or we disbelieve it.

If the things we are tanght in it with reference to King Solomon, Hiram Abiff and
other notable Jewish worthies are merely padding to empty and senseless ceremonies, then
let us in all decency have the honesty and courage to say so, and thus place ourselves in a
fosition to mend our ways in the future; but if Masonry, even as we possess it, contains, as

believe it does, sublime truths and a veiled morality of surpassing tenderness and worth,
the valued and treasured gift of High Providence to the Patriarchs of old, then let us not
fear the results of searching investigation, or of availing ourselves in every legitimate way
and to the fullest extent in our power of our inheritance as Masons in the Masonry of the
past.

Bro. W. HarrY RYLANDS 8aid : Bro. Col. Crease has certainly opened up a new subject for consider-
ation when he claims for the Roman Villa at Brading a Masonic origin. I must confess that when I visited
it a year or two ago, and went very carefally over it, no sach idea occurred to me. There seem to me to be
many serious difficulties to overcome, before the theory put before us this evening can be accepted as
proved. Some stress has been laid on the supposed peculiarity in the arrangement of this particular villa,
but I do not think any argument can be based upon this, as I believe a comparison of the ground plans of
other Roman Villas in England shows that the builders did not follow any settled rule of arrangement. They
were guided largely by the situation, prospect, and other natural causes, which made one position better or
more convenient than another. Some rooms had tesselated pavements—presumably the best rooms in the
house—some had inferior ones, and others had none. The subjects ordinarily in use for these pavements do not
appear to vary very much from those found at Brading. Orpheus is a favourite subject, also Bacchus, and
the Medusa head, as well as mythological subjects, and fanciful incidents representing the Seasona. The
patierns also of the Brading pavements appear to follow, to a large extent, the ordinary and well-known
designs; indeed, in dealing with geometrical patterns principally formed by straight lines it seems difficult
to imagine any arrangement in which squares and triangles would not necessarily form a very prominent

The time at my disposal is so skort, that I will not attempt to criticise the very elaborate symboliem
put together by Col. Crease, but I think when we find any remains, fufilling requirements perfectly well-
known, and agreeing very well with facts definitely established, we should hesitate to set this evidence
aside, without very cogent reasons. My own opinion is that the remains at Brading are those simply of a
Roman villa, and have nothing Masonic about them. The great danger of building up a theory npon a
theory, such as we have heard this evening, is the liability of finding too much, for as has been well expressed
by a French writer :—lorsqu’ une fois ou est entré dans la voie des suppositions on va, on marche sans savoir
ou l'on s’arrétera.

Bro. W. B. RicHARDSON supported the views of the last speaker.

Bro. BarroN, P.G.D., P.M. No. 2, remarked that he could not agree with Bro. Col. Crease’s theory, for
which he could not see any sufficient foundation. As regarded the subject of the man with the head of a
cock in Chamber III. it had puzzled all the Antiquaries. He himself inclined to the opinion that it repre-
sented some fable now lost; and if Bro. Crease was right in assuming that the opposite and corresponding
panel in the saame pavement represented the fable of the Fox and the Grapes, that was an additional reason
for considering the cock-headed man also a fable. With respect to the number of triangles in the angles of
the pavement in Chamber XII. it was quite as easy to make 8 or even 9 triangles as 7. We were taught
that all squares and other geometrical figures were signs proper to Masonry, but it by no means followed
that whenever we found geometrical designs we were to conclude that they were Masonic. As a matter of
fact geometric figures were common to most of the Roman pavements.

Bro. 8. T. KLEIN said: Irise with considerable diffidence, having been so lately admitted to this
Lodge, to criticise the subject so ably and |interestingly brought before us to-night in Col. Crease’s paper.
It would, indeed, be a new and interesting discovery to find that Freemasonry, as a symbolic and speculative
science, was known to the Romans and introduced by them to these shores, but we must not on that account
allow our imagination to find evidence of Freemasonry in every circle, square, or triangle, used go commonly
in every age for decorative purposes, or for filling in spaces not covered by central designs. The fact as to
whether this Villa was or was not designed for Masonic Rites rests, as I take it, principally on the meanings
of the mosaics in Room XII., and it is therefore to that room that I will confine the few remarks I propose
to make to-night. The panel placed on the threshold of this room is evidently of astronomical significance
suggesting in a forcible manner that the designs on the floor, if they mean anything, are to be looked at
from an astronomical point of view, and it is with that idea that I make the following suggestions. The
figure in the centre of the panel might apparently represent any one of the many Ancient Philosophers in-
cluding Hipparchus and Pythagoras, but when we take it in connection with the designs in the room to
which it acts as threshold, I think I can show conclusively that it was meant for ‘‘ Thales,” the founder of
the primitive Ionic School of Philosophy (Aristotle says *“ GAAX GaAns udv & Ts Toiabrys Epxyds pidocopias.”’)
He lived from 639 to 546 B.c., and was considered by the Greeks and Romans, according to Plutarch, Galen,
and Cicero, etc., in addition to Aristotle, as the leader among philosophers, and is described in general terms
a8 the founder of Geometrioal Science in Greece: he was noted, according to Herodotus, for predicting the
eclipse of the sun which separated the Median and Lydian armies under Cyaxeres and Alyattes and, whst
interests us most respecting the mosaics in this room, he was credited with having first discovered the
seasons, to have predicted the solstices, and to have determined the course of the sun from solstice to
solstice. The object on a pillar to the right of the figure is evidently the wxéAos or oxdpiww, on which the
hours were always marked by their numbers up to 12 :—the cup on the left of the figure is probably the gold
cup offered by Crcesus as & prize to the wisest man, which was won by Thales (vide Diog. Laert. i., 29;
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Diod. ix., 7; Bekker, Pheniz op Athen, xi., p. 495, D.; Plut. Solon 4; Val Max iv. i., ext. 7; Schol: Aristoph.
Plut. 9). The lozenge shaped figure on each side of the square is clearly meant for the Olepsydra, or water
time glass, believed to have been invented by Thales, and used at the time of Aristophanes in all the law
courts for regulating the time allowed for speeches of accused persons. Now it will be noted that the figure
of Thales is pointing with a wand to a sphere, as though calling attention to a certain point on that sphere,
and my argument will be that that point is meant to be an index to the design of the mosaics in the inner
room. Now Thales’ greatest astronomical discovery was the solstitial points, and it is evident, therefore,
that the figare (if I am correct in my surmise that it represents Thales) is pointing to one of the solstices,
—it is clear also from the engraving that this point is above the Equator,—it follows, therefore, that the
index for the mosaics in the next room is the summer solstice, and with this in mind we will now examine
the designs to be found there. Room XII.—The centre figure is not very clear in the engraving, and is
probably therefore mutilated or indistinct in the original, but from an astronomical point of view, there
cannot be a doubt that it represents the Constellation of Cancer. Now Cancer is a long way (nearly 86°)
distant from the summer solstice, and at first sight the whole argument seems as though it would fall to
the ground, but on closer examination we are startled by the discovery that owing to the slow change of
seasons caused by what is termed the “ Precession of the Equinox” (taking 25817 years to make a complete
revolution of the heavens, viz., 360°) the summer solstice was actually located in the Constellation of
Cancer when Thales made his dicovery, circa 2500 years ago: this is the most conclusive point of my
argument that the figure is meant for Thales, and that the mosaics in the room represent his discoveries of
the solstice and the changes of the seasons: it is remarkable aleo to note as another proof of the astrono-
mical significance of this design that the Constellation is not orientated with the room and the other mosaics,
but is designedly placed at an angle of about 23°, the angle which the Ecliptic makes with the Equatuor
when the sun passes from the summer to the winter solstice. (N.B.—The obliquity of the Ecliptio =
23°, 27', 17'65”, and it is to be noted that the Constellation of Cancer, being one of the signs of the Zodiac,
would have to be placed at this angle to be in its true position relative to the four points of the compass.)
The whole design is probably a copy from a much older composition in Rome or elsewhere, and slight
variations may have crept in from an imperfect ‘study of the original, this may explain the likeness to a
Medusa head, or, by design of the architect to harmonize with its surroundings, as in the case of the
figures in the north, south, east, and west, which clearly represent the four winds, it will be seen that those
in the south and east, viz., the winds blowing from the Channel are using Triton shells, whereas the off-
shore winds from north and west are blowing the ordinary * tube.”” I will not try to explain the groups in
the four parallelograms, except to point out that the summer solstice ushers in the harvest and that Ceres
{or Virgo ?) is therefore rightly depicted as presenting the ears of corn (Spica = a, Virgo) to mankind. It
may also not be carrying my argument too far if I point out that the whole design of Room XII. seems to
portray the co-existence in the world of the extremes, *ignorance v. science,” * folly v. wisdom,” ‘‘animal
propensities v. moral restraint.” At one extreme, the east of the room, we have the representation (in the
Tritons) of the fables and myths of astrology, coupled with (in the two eastern parallelograms), mundane
lust and human passions, whereas at the other extreme, at the west, we have (in the figure of Thales) the
lofty thoughts and mental conquests of astronomy, combined with (in the two western parallelograms)
conscientious work and legitimate pleasure. I need not say with what pleasure I have listened to the
lecturer, but I regret I cannot agree with him that he has found any true signs of Masonic occupation in the
Roman Villasat Brading.

Bro. B. F. GouLp, in proposing a cordial vote of thanks to the lecturer, said at that late hour he shonld
not attempt to again go over the ground which had been already covered by the speakers who had preceded
him. Colonol Crease had read them a most interesting paper, from which it was quite evident that he had more
at heart the increase of Masonic knowledge, by the collection of new matter, than the desire of imposing his
own views with regard to it, npon any audience he might address. At the last meeting of the Lodge, there
had been a general agreement that the 8ymbolism of Masonry was not of the modern date that had been so
arbitrarily ascribed to it, and now the lecturer of the evening had carried it back to the third century of the
christian era. The speculations of Bro. Crease, however, had already been canvassed with some fulness in
the discussion. But there were, nevertheless, some positive statements in the paper, which, if allowed to
pass unchallenged, would be caloulated to mislead. These he ventured to term illusions, and were firstly,
that ‘“ the Popes of vld, encouraged Speculative Masonry '’—This was emtlﬂ contrary to the actual fact.
Secondly, “that Masonry was always universal ”"—If so, why was it they never heard of it until the eighteenth
century, gave in Britain ? Thirdly, “that something very akin to our existing Masonry existed in very
ancient times.” Upon that point, however, he (Bro. Gould) was inclined to agree with Bro. Richardson, a.n.d
furthermore, the silence of history with regard to the existence of an ancient Freemasonry at all like their
own would be deemed by many minds conclusive on the subject. There were two ways of tracing a pedigree,
to begin at the bottom and work up, and to begin at the top and work down. The later method had been
adopted that evening by Colonel Crease, though it was due to him to state, that it was by no means a
departure from the ordinary practice in the Quatuor Coronati Lodge. There was just a word he wished to
say in conclusion. The previoas papers read before the Lodge had been contributed by full members, and
that was the first occasion on which one had been actually read by a brother who was, so to speak, an
outsider, both a8 regarded Lodge and Circle. It seemed to him that sach a circumstance was of very hopeful
aungary. Colonel Crease had paid the Lodge a high compliment in selecting it as the medium through which
his most interesting paper would see the light, and he (Bro. Gould) thought it afforded valuable evidence
-of the satisfactory progress achieved by the Quatuor Coronati Lodge, in enlisting the sympathy of the general
Masonic public in its special labours.

A vote of thanks to the Lecturer was proposed and carried by acclamation.

. Bro. CoL. CREASE, in reply, said: I have to thauk you, Worshipful Master, and the members of the
Quatuor Coronati Lodge, for the kind and patient hearing which you have given to my paper, and I only
regret that time has not allowed the prolongation of so interesting a discassion as it has evolved. I did not
come here with any intention, or indeed expectation, of converting any of you at once to the idea that the
Roman Villa (the subject of this paper) was of Masonio origin. My wish was merely to lay before you all
the facts which I had gathered together relative to these * Remains,” and the impressions conveyed to me
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by them in such manner that you, and, I hope through you, all the Corresponding Members of the Lodge
might have their attention directed to a matter which in the end will become, I am certain, one of deep
interest to the Masonic world. The work in connection with this paper has been a labour of love, and I
hope 1 may be allowed to express the pride and pleasure it has given to me to have obtained the privilege
of laying it before you.

ADDITIONAL NOTE.

I was much disappointed that the want of time prevented me saying a few words at the meeting
as 8 protest against the general tone of dissent which pervaded the discussion on this interesting paper,
because I hold that much may be said from the lecturer’s point of view. Not that I believe the villa in
question to be Masonic in the narrowest sense of the word ;—the absence of the square and compasses, which
are so prominent in the so-called Lodge room at Pompeii, seems fatal to snch a propositipn,—bat I do believe
there is good reason for surmising that this building was devoted to analogous rites.

A matter on which the guide book leaves us in doubt is the sabway in the corridor. It says *this
probably led to the furnace for heating the hypoocaunst.” There is therefore no certainty about this fact from
actual observation, and it must be evident that the entrance would have been more naturally placed
outside the east wall of the corridor than in the middle of a highly ornate colonnade with a teaselated floor.
Then again, the passage is but 3-feet deep, rather scanty head room for the stoker.

Assuming for the moment that this excavation (for uutil it can be shown to lead somewhere, we
are hardly entitled to call it a subway), symbolises a mortuary cell, our assumption is slightly confirmed by
finding that the adjoining room undoubtedly displays in the most prominent position possible, not ‘‘ Cancer ™
as Bro. Klein ingeniously believes it to be, but the anciently universal symbol of death, the dread
Gorgon’s head. The head, moreover, is not placed symmetrically, as we mighkt expect, considering that it
forms part of a geometrical pattern ; but we must skirt the room and arrive at the north-east corner before
getting face to face with it. This may be only a co-incidence, yet it shonld be noted.

Leaving’ this room, devoted to death, we cross the threshold and enter one adjoining consecrated to
life, as evidenced by the bordering of Taus, the universal emblem of life in the East. Now had the Taus
been arranged symmetrically, even all this might have been a mere co-incidence, but this is not so. The
rest of the floor proves with what symmetrical accuracy the artizan could work, and yet we find that
although the Taus on three sides point inwards, those on the north side point outwards, and that two of them
are not on the same level as the other five. Further at the south corners we have squares, which are absent
on the north side. What this irregular arrangement may be intended to signify I will not stay to inquire.
but few things can be more certain than that it is done of ‘ malice prepense,” and is not the the result of
want of skill, or of accident.

At the west end we find, external to the border of Taus, the Swastika within the rainbow arch.
This again is evidently placed there for some purpose other than mere ornament. Mr. Price, in the Trans-
actions of the R.I.B.A., suggests that an altar or judgment seat may have stood here. I think the altar
exceedingly likely. One interpretation of this symbol, which is gradually gaining general assent, is that it
is & wheel, representing the solar system, and not unconnected with the Buddhist Praying-Wheel.! This
ides, if it be correct, would point to the presence of an altar. The Swastika is cariously absent from our
Masonic symbols, nevertheless a certain sign, intimately connected with prayer, and which bears s resem-
blance to the Swastika is known to the Craft.

These various points, each considered separately, would have little weight, but taken conjointly,—the
open grave, the chamber dedicated to death, the chamber of life, the .Swastika and probable altar, the
peculiar arrangement of the Taus,—they seem to me to indioate that these rooms were used for some mystio
rite. The one most in fashion at Rome at that epoch, and which we know penetrated to England, was the
mysteries of Mithras; and in view of the presence of the Cock-man in one panel, the blazing sun in another,
and other indications, I see reasonable grounds for presuming that the Mithraic rites were practised in
these chambers.

Now, as has already been pointed out by many, and lately by Gould?, Freemasonry is either a
survival, or an imitation, of the Ancient Mysteries. The theory that it is a deliberate counterfeit, fabricated
at the beginning of last century has, I trust, been permanently laid to rest by the consensus of opinion at our
January meeting ; that the resemblanoe is a coincidence is beyond human belief: there remains therefore
only the alternative of a survival. Personally I hold it to be & survival, and the fact that I can only grasp
the two ends of the chain and look for the intermediate links in vain, #s exasperating, but does not shake my
opinion in the least. And further, I thoroughly agree with Gould3 ‘‘If Masonry is regarded as the
direct descendant, or as a survival of the mysteries, the peculiarities of the Mithraic worship—the latest form
of Paganism which lingered amidst the disjecta membra of the old Roman Empire—will mainly claim our
notice.”” ‘‘If without break of continuity the forms of the Mysteries are now possessed by the Freemasons
their origin must be looked forin the rites of Mithraism.”” And this theory should even gain the assent of those
who urge that the Gnostics and Hermetics were the chief factors in evolving our Craft system, because the
influence of Mithraism upon these sects is proved and acknowledged. But, if by any conceivable route, we
derive directly from some other of the mysteries, the, Osiric, or Eleusinian, or Dyonisiac; still the Mithraio
are worth studying, because, as far as we can perceive, there was one primeval idea which pervaded all these
societies and a great similarity in rite, and the Mithraic form being the latest and nearest to our times is
m ore likely to reward our researches.

Although, therefore, I cannot go wholly with Bro. Crease, and look upon this Villa as distinctly
Masonic, I do hold that it is and must be of great interest to Masons and well deserving of careful study,
because it is, in all probability, closely allied to Masonry.—G. W. SPETH.

1 8ce Goblet d’Alviella and W. Simpson, 4.Q.C. Vol ii., 175. ? History, i., 18. 8 History, loc. cit.
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NOTES AND QUERIES.

WASTIKA.—I forward to you & letter from Bro. Schnitger about the Swastika,
which is valuable evidence; in the first place as an instance of the use of the symbol
by the Roman Auxiliaries in Britain; and in the second, as supplying a possible

means by which it was brought to this country. According to Count Goblet d’Alviella the
Swastika aprred in Britain about the second century A.p., a date that would e fairly
well with that of the Gammadion on the Altar of the Roman Wall. I think Bro.
Schnitger’s note is worth publishing, but I cannot venture on any opinion as to whether it
solves the question or not. It may be doubted if any one in the present state of our know-
ledge could speak with any certainty on the subject. If the Swastika was brought by the
Romans, or their Auxiliaries—which is highly probable,—they may have brought other
Symbols as well, and on this account the thing is worth noting, not so much relatively to
the Swastika, which is not directly a Masonic Symbol, but from the fact being valuable in
its bearing upon Symbols which belong to the Craft.—Ww. SimpsoN.

Dxar SR AND W.M,,

“ Your note on the Swastika and its distribution interests me deeply, and at once brought to
my mind that I had met with the Gammadion on the Roman Wall in our immediate neighbourhood. I take
the liberty of enclosing Dr. Bruce’s book on the Wall where, on page 190, you will find it depiocted. Interest-
ing in connection with your article is the fact that it was the first cohort of the Dacians who were stationed
at Amboglanna—uvide the Altaron page 183. They were using their own arms, brought with them their own
religion, and while not disdaining to sacrifice to the gods of their masters retained their own.

We know from many records that for instance Mithraic worship was carried on in the wilds of the
borderland by these Roman Auxiliaries, and together with it all its mysteries and secret rites, (pages 143
and 158.9). It strikes me as being worthy of examination from your point of view, to ascertain if this
transplantation of Eastern mysteries to the Scotch borders gives a sufficient basis for explaining the Fylfot
and the customs of the Scotch peasants. These same Auxiliaries did undoubtedly traverse the greatest part
of Northern Europe, and it is not, in my opinion, unlikely that the Priests of the inhabitants and the Druids,
or some of them, were initiated into these mysterious rites.

I do not know what you may think of my explanation: it is merely a suggestion, and submitted to
you as such. If admitted it would go far to warrant your suggestion of a secret mysterions brotherhood
(priesthood ?) spreading from the East to the Ultima Thule.” — FR. SCHNITGER.

Cuorce SoNes oN MasoNrRY.—* To the Wigan Free Library has just been added a copy
of a rare and interesting musical volume, ¢ Sacred Harmony, consisting of a collection of
songs and catches,—in two, three, four, and five parts,—from the works of the most eminent
masters, to which are added several choice songs on Masonry by Thomas Hale, of Darnhall,
Cheshire,!which appeared in 1763,” (Pall Mall Gazette, 3/2/90.) The Wigan Free Library
already possesses & pretty collection of Masonic books, but if it can now boast of some really
 Choice Songs on Masonry,” it will be worth making a pilgrimage to. The Masonic
Muse has perpetrated a great deal of rubbish, and a few, very few, specimens of real poetry ; but
a really good Masonic song, in which both words and music are a credit to the Fraternity,
is a rarity indeed. 'Who was Thomas Hale P—G. W. SpeTH.

Nothing whatever is known of Thomas Hale of Darnall beyond the fact that he must
have existed when he produced his * Social Harmony,” 1763. I exhibited his book at the
Caxton Exhibition in 1877, and then sought to find out something about him, but failed, and
nothing has tarned up since.—WuM. ALex. Barrert, Mus. Doc.

MarstersTick.—Dear Bro. Speth : Just a line re Bro. Gould’s notes on the Aberdeen
Incorporated Trades, 4.Q.0., Vol. 4., 167. The translation of Maisterstick into Master-
stick will certainly not have escaped your attention. I regard this word as direct, important
and valuable proof that British Masonry did take its features from Saxon foundations.

I needP not tell you that the Meisterstiick to the present day is the masterpiece
furnished by Craftsmen in Germany. Now Meister in High German was formerly written
Maistar, and Maistra, Stiick was written Stuck or Stic, and we have Maistarstic as the
absolute equivalent in the fifteenth century of the Scotch Maisterstick; only it is not the
preliminary essay of the “ budding Fellow Craft ” but the piece of work which stamps him
a Master of the Craft, his Masterpiece. Evidently a fellow of his Craft was a master—when
he did not serve another master as a paid fellow of his Craft.

I am glad this welcome proof has been furnished me by A4.Q.C.—Fg. SCHNITGEE.

Tae Ancient MvsTeRIzs.—* I am forced to proceed in my intention of exposing those
secret mysteries of theirs, which to the initiated, with a vast amount of plausibility they
deliver who are not accustomed first to disclose [to any one] till, by keeping such in suspense
during a period [of necessary preparation], and by rendering him blasphemous towards the
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true God, they have acquired complete ascendancy over bim, and perceive him eagerly pant-
ing after the promised disclosure. And then, when they have tested him to be enslaved by
sin, they initiate him, putting him in possession of the perfection of wicked things. Previ-
ously, however, they bind him with an oath, neither to divulge [the mysteries], there was
no longer any need of an oath. For he who was content to submit to the necessary purga-
tion, and so receive the perfect mysteries of these men, by the very act itself, as well as in
reference to his own conscience, will feel himself sufficiently under an obligation not to divulge
‘to others ; for if he once disclose wickedness of this description to any man, he would neither
be reckoned among men, nor be deemed worthy to behold the light, since not even irrational
animals would attempt such an enormity, as we shall explain when we come to treat of
.such topics.”—Hippolytus, Refutation of all Heresies, B.1., the Procemium.

, Tue NaasseNe.—* In this manner, [the Naassene] says, the knowledge of the Perfect
-Man is exceedingly profound, and difficult of comprehension. For, he says, the beginning
of perfection is a knowledge of man, whereas knowledge of God is absolute perfection.

“The Phrygians, however, assert, he says, that he is likewise ‘a green ear of corn
rcaped.’” And after the Phrygians, the Athenians, while initiating people in to the Eleusinian
rites, likewise display to those who are being admitted to the highest grade at these mysteries,
the mighty, and marvellous, and most perfect secret suitable for ome initiated into the
highest mystic truths: [T allude to] an ear of corn insilence reaped. But this earof corn is
‘also [considered] among the Athenians to constitute the perfect illumination [that has
‘descended] from the unportrayable one, just as the Hierophant himself [declares]; not,
indeed, emasculated like Attis, but made a eunuch by means of hemlock, and despising all
carnal generation. [Now] by night in Eleusis, beneath a huge fire, [the Celebrant], enacting

the great and secret mysteries, vociferates and cries aloud, saying, ‘August Brimo has

brought forth a consecrated son, Brimus ;’ that is, a potent [mother has been delivered of] a
potent child. But revered, he says, is the generation that is spiritual, heavenly, from above,
and potent is he that is born. For the mystery is called ‘ Eleusin’ and ¢Anactorium.’
¢ Eleusin,’ because, he says, we who are spiritual come flowing down from Adam above ; for
the word ‘eleusesthai’ is, he says, of the same import with the expression *to come.’ But
¢ Anactorium ’ is of the same import with the expression ‘to ascend upwards.” This he says,
is what they affirm who have becn initiated in the mysteries of the Eleusinians. It is, how-
ever, a regulation of law, that those who have been admitted into the lesser should again be
initiated into the greater mysteries. For greater destinies obtain greater portions. Bat
the inferior mysteries, he says, are those of Proserpine below ; in regard of which mysteries,
and the path which leads thither, which is wide and spacious, and conducts those that are
perishing to Proserpine, the poet likewise says :—
¢ But under her a fearfal path extends,
Hollow, miry, yet best guide to
Highly honoured Aphrodite’s lovely grove.’

These, he says, are the inferior mysteries, those appertaining to carnal generation.
Now, those men who are initiated into these inferior [mysteries] ought to pause, and [then]
be admitted into the great [and] heavenly [ones]. For this, he says, is the Gate of
Heaven ; and this a House of God, where the Good Deity dwells alone. And into this
[gate], he says, no unclean person shall enter,-or one that is natural or carnal; but it is
reserved for the spiritual only. And those who come hither ought to cast off their garments,
and become all of them bridegrooms, emasculated through the virginal spirit. For this is
the Virgin who carries in her womb and conceives and brings forth a son, not animal, not
corporeal, but blessed for ever more. Concerning these, it is said, the Saviour has expressly
declared that ‘strait and narrow is the way that leadeth unto life, and few there are that
enter upon it; whereas broad and spacious is the way that leadeth unto destruction, and
many there are that pass through it.’” Hippolytus— Refutation of all Heresties, B. v., c. iv.,
‘Clark’s Ed., vol. 1, pp. 146-8. This series of the Ante-Nicene writers is edited by the
‘Rev. Alexr. Roberts, D.D., and James Donaldson, LL.D. Hippolytus is translated by the
Rev. J. H. Macmahon, M.A., pub. 1858.

It will be noticed that these are not the ideas of Hippolytus, but of the Naassene.
Hippolytus was born in the second century, and martyred A.p. 235-39, so this sect was one
of the early ones; and supposed to be Oophites ;—the author derives their name from Naas,
in Hebrew, a serpent,—this was no doubt the word, ¥}, Nachash.-—W. S1MPsON.

A BereiaNn Guiep oF THE QUATUOR CoroNATL—Thinking it may interest you, I send
you the inscription on Agnessens’ monument—P. TEMPELS.
“ FrRANGoOISs AGNESSENS. Doyen du métier des 1v Couronnés, né & Bruxelles le 25 Fevrier 1660, mort

sur ’échafaud le 19 Septembre 1719 pour avoir defendu contre le despotisme les franchises communales, Le
peuple reconnaissant le vénéra comme martyr.”
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A STRANGE IDEA FOR AN INITATORY RiTE.—Oveis Karayne is the name of a follower
of Mohammed, who out of love to the Prophet had all his teeth knocked out, the latter
having lost two teeth in the battle at Ohud, through a blow from the enemy’s weapon.
After Mohammed’s death he even intended to found an Order, with this self-mutilation as a
condition of membership ; but his efforts proved unsuccessful.—Sketches of Central Asia, by
Vambery, p. 132.

TrE “ WEse King.”—Apropos of the paper by Bro. Schnitger, and the note of Bro.
Hoser,—will some of our good brethren report on the Weise King P It is said to be a work
for which the Emperor Maximilian furnished the materials—say about 1500—and every
alternate e has an engraving showing how the *“ Weise King” attains instruction in
painting, architecture, language, magic, astrology, and all the arts and sciences. Paracelsusin
some translation I once saw, is styled “ Grand Master of Mechanical Secrets,” and Luther
after his marriage, styles himself “ Past Master in Clock Making.” I have only seen the
translation in d’Aubigne.—JoBN YARKER.

GrEAT GroMETRICIAN.—Hippolytus uses the term * Great Geometrician™ as a title of

the Deity, which he ascribes to Pythagoras.—Refutation of all the Heresies, B. vi., c. 23.

JoBN WILKES AND Burke.—Copy of MS. Note in ““A List of Regular Lodges accord-

ing to their Seniority & Constitution iy Order of the Grand Master. Printed for and Sold

lg Benjo. Cole Engraver and Copper Plate Printer, the Corner of Kings-head Court,
olbourn.” Lond. 1763, oblong. Hngraved.

“ Extract from Obituary of the celebrated John Wilkes, Esq., 1797.
“ Dec. 26, at y® house of Miss Wilkes, in Grosvenor Square, in the 72 year of his age,
John Wilkes, Esq., Ald™ of the ward of Faringdon without, and Chamberlain of y° City of
London.”
. » » . »
“In Jany- 1764, he was found guilty in y¢ King's Bench, of having reprented the
North Briton, No. 45, & an infamous Book called the ' Essay on Woman ’; at the same time
the City of London took the Author under its protection, by voting some curious resolutions
in his favour. In August following he was outlawed. Some idea of his spirit at this time
may be formed from the following letter, which he wrote to a friend on this occasion:—
¢ Dear Bob, Damned hard times! Churchill is dead ; Lloyd in the Fleet; and Wilkes little
better than in transport for life. Damned hard times, indeed !’ ”
. » . »

“ We shall be excused by our readers for amusing them with the following anecdote.
All Societies and all Parties were carried away with the ye popular frenzy of ¢ Wilkes and
Liberty ’; and among y® rest, the quiet and peaceable Freemasons came in for their share :—
‘March 3,1769, ye Members of y¢ Lodge, held at Jerusalem Tavern, in Clerkenwell,
attended at the King's Bench Prison, and made Mr- Wilkes a Mason.””
» » » »

“In 1779 he was elected Chamberlain of ye City of London, and ye year following
re-elected for Middlesex. The same year he performed a signal service by his activity in
preventing y® rioters from seizing on the Bank of England.”

» . . »

“ He was a man of shrewd parts, much strengthened by profound Erudition, but it is
to be lamented that his genius and talents were shaded by scepticism and licentiousness.”

A MS. note at foot of folio 4 of this Engraved List of Eodges, etc., refers to No. 44,
St. John Jerusalem, Clerkenwell, and romarks thereon, *‘ Barke’s Lodge.”—F. C. PricE.

OBITUARY.

E regret to record the death, on the 2nd December, 1889, of Bro. HErrM. GROOTHOFF,
of Copenhagen. He joined our Correspondence Circle in May, 1887, and was
well known in Denmark for his researches into the antiquity of the Craft. He

was an officer of the Grand Lodge of Denmark.

Also of Bro. JoaN WiLwuoTT, of Hongkong, at Eastbourne, on Friday, 18th October,
1889, who joined us in October, 1888.

And of Bro. J. FrankrLiy Kxiour, of Philadelphia, who joined us in March, 1887. He
was & member of the Library Committee of the Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania.



62 Transactions of the Lodge Quatuor Coronati.

AN OLD JEWEL.

HE square and compasses, of which a sketch is here given, was presented to the Lodge
by Lieut. Carr, H.M.S. ¢ Scount,” and Col. M. Ramsay, District Grand Master of
Malta, conjointly last November, and exhibited at our January meeting.

Its history is briefly as follows. The family of Bro. Lieut. Carr owns property in
Corfu, and as the “ Scout’ was cruising off the island last summer, our Brother ran over to
see the estate. The gentleman in charge showed him a large collection of coins and vessels
of the 8th and 9th centuries which had recently been unearthed in diggini out new wine
vaults. Among these relics was the jewel in question. He was allowed to keep possession
of it, as of no intrinsic value, but the rest of the find was claimed by the Greek Government.
On his return to Malta he offered it to Col. Ramsay, but at the latter’s suggestion it was
decided to deposit it in our hands.

The jewel is of bronze and very much corroded, and there can scarcely be a doubt
that it is Masonic. Its age, howerver, is difficult to ascertain with any certainty. The other
relics found with it are no guide at all, or rather, may be very misleading, becaunse, in most
places that have had a succession of occupants, antiquities are generally found of all the
periods of the occupiers; much depends on the various levels at which they occur and
information is always vague on this point. In this case it is absent altogether. Any
attempt at a decision is therefore merely a matter of opinion based upon fgenem.l appear-
ances, and we are unable to do more than place on record the opinion of those who are
accustomed to handling antiquities. For this purpose we showed it to the officials in the
Department of Medi®val Antiquities, British Museum. Mr. Franks, F.R.S., the Keeper of the
Antiquities was absent, but his chief assistant, Mr. Reed, and some other gentlemen who
irl:spefcted it, were inclined to ascribe it to the 17th century, a very early date for a jewel of
this form.

CHRONICLE.

ENGLAND.

HE Subscriptions and Dopations to the Central Charities during the past year
amounted to £39,995 17s. 5d., divided as follows: Royal Masonic Benevolent
Institution, £15,118 16s. 8d.; Royal Masonic Institution for Girls, £11,073 8s. 5d.;

and Royal Masonic Institution for Boys, £13,803 12s.4d. The Board of Benevolence relieved
429 cases at the cost of £9,144 0s. Od.

Ar the annual festival of the Royal Masonic Benevolent Imstitntion for Aged
Freemasons and their widows, on Wednesday, the 26th February last, the amount collected
was £13,095 1s. 6d.
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St. Jorx’s Lopee No. 279, Leicester, entered upon its centenary year on the 1st January
last. Bro. W. Kelly, 2076, Past Provincial Grand Master, was placed in the Chair of the
Lodge, which he has already filled four times, the last occasion being in 1888, when he
celebrated his Masonic jubilee, having been made in St. John’s Lodge 50 years previously.
He is not only the senior member of the Lodge but the oldest Mason in the province.

Bgro. Cras. BesseLt, of Lodge No. 1388, lectured before the brethren of the Horsa
Lodge, No. 2208, Bournemouth, Monday, the 16th Nov., 1889, on the “ Ionian Philosophers
and Pythagoras.” The lecture was incontinuation of one on ‘ Sun Worship,” noticed by us
at page 136 of vol. 11., and we hear that it was highly successful.

Bero. G. W. SperH delivered his lecture on “ The Degrees of Ancient (pre-1717)
Masonry ” before the Wakefield Masonic Literary Society, the Bradford Masonic Literary
Soociety, the Albert Victor Lodge, York, the Humber Installed Masters’ Lodge, Hull, and
the eight associated Lodges of Leeds, on the 20th, 21st, 22nd, 23rd, and 24th of Jan
respectively. Also before the Liverpool Masonic Literary Society on the 22nd February.
The latter is a new society, of which the Prov. G.M., Lord Lathom, is the honorary, and
Bro. J. Hawkins, the acting, president.

The next lecturer at Bradford is to be Bro. J. Ramsden Riley, 2076, on * Grand Lodge
and Grand Chapter Certificates,” Monday, 24th March; and at Liverpool, Bro. J. Finlay
Finlayson, 2076. The brethren in Lincolnshire are also preparing to invite Bro. Speth down
for a week’s tour in April.

The Lodges warranted by the Grand Lodge of England in 1839 are as follows :—

No. 2291. West Ham Abbey. Stratford, Essex.

5 2294. Wavertree. Wavertree, Lancashire West.

» 2295. Scaresbrick. Southport, Lancashire West.

5 2296. United Service. Launceston, Tasmania.

» 2297. Harding. Roebourne, Western Australia.

» 2298. Southern Cross. Palamcottah, Tinnevelly, Madras.
» 2299. Mount Currie. Kokstad, East Griqualand, Natal.
» 2300. Aorangi. Wellington, New Zealand.

» 2301. Fortitude. Bluff, Otago and Southland, New Zealand.
» 2302. St. Mary’s. Southwell, Notts.

5 2305. Stour. Ashford, Kent.

» 2306. Toowong. Toowong, Queensland.

» 2307. Friendship. Ajmere, Bombay.

,» 2308. Viator. London.

» 2309. George Gardner. Datchet, Berks.

5 2310. London Scottish Rifles. London.

»» 2311. Saint Alkmund. Whitchurch, Shropshire.

» 2312. London Irish Rifles. London.

» 2313, Johannesburg. Johannesburg, Transvaal.

» 2314. El Dorado. Malmani, Transvaal.

,» 231E, Royal Albert. Klerksdorp, Transvaal.

» 2316. Princes. Liverpool.

» 2317. Bisley. Bisley, Surrey.

» 2318. Lennox Browne. Buckhurst Hill, Essex.

» 2319. Scots. London.

» 2320. St. Martins. Castleton, Manchester.

» 2321, Acacia. Bradford, Yorks West.

» 2322. Centurion. Manchester.

» 2323. Bushey Hall. Bushey, Herts.

, 2324, Horwich. Horwich, Lancashire West.

» 2325. Rose of Lancaster. Southport, Lancaster West.
» 2326. Wigan. Wigan, Lancashire West.

» 2327. St. Oswin. North Shields.

» 2328. Albert Victor. York.

yy 2329. YVictoria. Buenos Ayres.

» 2330. St. Lawrenze. Pudsey, West Yorks.

» 2331. Ravenscroft. Chipping Barnet, Herts.

» 2332. Borough of Greenwich. East Greenwich.
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In addition to the above, four lodges, Nos. 2292, 2293, 2303, and 2304, were warranted
in the Colony of Victoria, but have since joined the Grand Lodge of that jurisdiction. The
four London Lodges are all distinctly ¢ class-lodges ;”” No. 2508 being confined to Commercial
Travellers, Nos. 2310 and 2312 to Volunteer Regiments, and No. 2319 to Scotsmen. The
numbers were last closed up in 1863, since when 383 Lodges have lapsed from the roll under
the following headings: gilxtinct, 6; Warrant cancelled, 4; Warrant returned, 73; united
with neighbouring Lodges, 10; erased, 16; and joined independent Grand Lodges, 274.
This leaves at the end of 1889, a: net muster of 1949 Lodger under the Grand Lodge of
England.

GERMANY.

MaaprsURG.—* When lately in Magdeburg I became aware of a strong current of
feeling against the local Lodge Ferdinand zur Gliickseligkeit, of which the Genecral-
Anzeiger newspaper was the mouthpiece. This Lodge has hitherto exercised a contracted
right over the orcllzestra. of the theatre, inasmuch as it was entitled to require their services,
against a fixed payment, on any Wednesday, and gave the finest concerts in the town. But
the theatre was thus precluded from producing an opera on Wednesday nights. The theatre
having now been acquired by the municipality, this right has lapsed, and the anthorities are
considering whether they shall in future show the Lodge any favour in this respect.”—Bro.
Beck, Dresden. :

UNITED STATES.

Bro. TrOMAS R. PaTTON, & member of our C.C., presented the Grand Lodge of
Pennsylvania, of which he is Grand Treasurer, with £5000 at the last quarterly communica-
tion, wherewith to found a fuund for the relief of widows of Freemasons, in memory of his
late wife. The deed of gift provides for a part of the interest accumulating till the capital
shall have reached £20,000.

SOUTH AUSTRALIA.

O~ Wednesday, 18th December, 1889, a new Lodge was consecrated at Adelaide,
St. Alban, No. 38. The aim of the promoters are :—* To cultivate a higher standard of
Masonic work ; to promote literary effort and the diffusion of Masonic lore and knowledge, and to
offer membership to those brethren whose tastes and acquirements may desire the advantage
of a congenial fellowship.” The South Australian Freemason adds: * The promoters, there-
fore to a large extent, intend the néw Lodge to follow in the steps of the Quatnor Coronati .
Lodge, London. The success of the latter Lodge, which was founded purely on a literary
basis, has been phenomenal, and although we have not in South Australia such Masonic
literary giants as Gould, Hughan, Speth, and others, we welcome in the field a Lodge whose
members are desirous of in some degree participating in the work in which the Quatuor
Coronati is engaged.”

INDIA.

IurraTiON is the sincerest flattery, and the news from South Australia is capped by a
circular just received from the Punjab. It has been resolved to found a Lodge called the.
Albert Victor to consist of English Past Masters only, and to be located at Labore. It is to
consist of an Outer Circle of Corresponding Members, and an Inner Circle of 36 full members.
No portion of the Lodge funds are to be devoted to * refreshment” of any sort, but entirely
to working the Lodge, Charity, and “to the purposes of Masonic literature, culture, and
instruction.” Our brother Whymper is, of course, a member, although he writes us that he had
‘“nothing whatever to do with forming the Lodge.” The fees appear to us to be rather high,
but perhaps we are not a competent judge of Indian matters. We certainly could not obtain
them here. The restriction to past masters, and those of the English Constitution only,
seems an unnecessary restraint, and calculated to interfere with the prosperity of the Lodge.
But here again the local brethren probably know their own business best, and after paying
us the compliment of imitating our pursuits, methods, and even expressions, we can not do
otherwise than wish them * God speed.”

It is indeed a great gratification to us to record, in almost every number, some fresh
instance of a stir amongst the dead bones, an awakening of Masons to intellectual life, and
to the absorbing interest of Masonic Archmology. We have sown the seed broadcast, and
after very few days, comparatively speaking, it is producing fruit. No better recognition of
our efforts can he imagined, than an endeavour elsewhere to go and do likewise.
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FRIDAY, 2nd MAY, 1890.

IIHE Lodge met at Freemasons’ Hall at § p.m. Present :—Bro. W. Simpson, I.P.M. as
g| W.M.; W. M. Bywater, P.G.8.B., B.W.; Prof. T. Hayter Lewis, J.W.; G. W. Speth,
8ec.; Dr. W. Wynn Westcott, 8.D.; W. M. Williams, S8teward ; R. F. Gould, P.G.D.,
P.M., D.C.; W. H. Rylands, P.G.8t.; J. Finlay Finlayson; 8.T. Klein; C. Purdon
Clarke, C.I.LE.; E. J. Castle, Q.C.; and C. Kupferschmidt. Also the following
members of the Correspondence Cirole, viz.,—Bros. F. Budden ; Prof. F. W. Driver;
F. A.Powell; R.A.B. Preston; F. Wood; H. M. Hobbs; F. Weiss; H. Chintamon,
F. W. Levander; Col. Bir Norman Pringle; F. H. Miller; G. W. Taylor; R. Roy;
J. 8. Cumberland ; H. Elliot; R. A. Gowan ; E. T. Edwards; W. F. Sheppard ; and
Geo. Gregson. And Bros. H. J. Poole; D. R. Clarke; J. L. Wilkinson ; and H. H..
Riach, visitors. .
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One Provincial Grand Chapter, seven Lodges, and 48 brethren were admitted to the membership of
the Correspondence Circle, raising the total of intrants to 908.

The Secretary was instructed to write a letter of congratulation to Bro. T. B. Whytehead on hi<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>