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GRAND LECTURER
R W.. GEORGE’ H RAYMOND.

ADDREss : 811 East 82D STREET, ‘NEw Yorx OrrY.

Assistant Grand Lecturers 1885-86.

1. New York.......... R.. W... JoEN STEWART,

e - New York.
2. Dutchess, Kings, Orange, Putnam, Queens, Bich-}

sessrsassaasans ulo-.oooa---}

mond, - Rockland, Suffolk, and Westchester W.c.Josx B, Ax.t.;;:;x,l ‘
Counties......... Ceetreeiieenas veresiaranees )

8. Albany, Columbia, Greene, Rensselaer, Scoharie, % ¢ JoBN L. GopLEy,
Sullivan, and Ulster Counties. ............ . Albany.

4. Clinton, Essex, Fulton, Franklin, Hamilton, Mont- } ,,
gomery, 8t. Lawrence, Saratoga, Schenectady, J H Gmcnb'!‘,r A
Warren, and Washington Counties..... Og g

5. Herkimer, Jefferson, Lewis, Oswego, Oneida snd} ¢ Waxng L. CorLLiNs,
Onondaga Counties.............. tereanee cees Turin,

6. Broome, Chemung, Chenango, Cortland, Delaware, } « 0. Everxz Ric X
od HARDSO £l

Otsego, Schuyler, Tioga, Madison and Tomp- Ohi g0

kins Counties..........cc.... s

7. Cayuga, Livingston, Monroe, Ontario, Senecs, Sten-} * JorN A. MuUNSON,
*. ben, Wayne, and Yates Counties....... ... .. Savannah.

A]Jeg.my, Oattarsugus, Chautauque, Erie, Genesee,} ¢ Frank T. GILBERT,
,. . .Nugs.rs, Orleans, and Wyoming Counties.... Byffalo.

COMMISSIONERS OF APPEALS 1885-86,

R... W.*. FREDERICK A. BURNHAM...New York..............Chief Commissioner.

R.. W.". Epwarp L. GAvL..... . Hudson.....coovvinnnnnn ...For 8 years,

¢ Epmunp L. PrTrs....... Medina..........e...ec.....For 8 years.
¢ ¢ WILLIAM SHERER....... Brooklyn.. ........i.0.ene For 2 years.
¢« WiLLiaM T. WooDRUFF.New YorK.,.covereveranenss For 2 years.
¢ ABrAM J, DiTTENHOEFER.New York ..................For 1 year,
R.. W.". RareE E, PRIME.......Yonkers....................For.1 year,

TRUSTEES OF THE HALL AND ASYLUM FUND.

R.’. W.*. WiLriam D, NicHOLS...... New York.............. vesess...For 8 yoars,
¢ ¢ FrLovD CLARESON...........New York.......cc.. ..t ssesq..For 2 years.
¢ ¢ THEOPHILUS PRATT......... New York......oooivnannnnnnn, For 1 year,
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Grany Jodge.

ANNUAL COMMUNICATION.

hd GRAND LODGE-ROOM, MASONIC HALL, }
Twenty-third Street and Sixth Avenue.

Turspay, June 2d, 10 o’clock A. M., A. L. 5885.
Tae One Hundred and Fourth Annual Communication of the
Grand Lodge of Free and Accepted Masons of the State of New
York, was opened in the Grand Lodge-room, City of New York,
on the morning of June 2d, A. L. 5885.

PRESENT. .

M.:. W.. WiLiam A. Bropix, - - - Grand Master.

R... W... Fravk R. LawgeNce, - - Deputy Grand Master.
“  Jomn W. VRooMAN, - - - - Senior Grand Warden.
¢ Jawmgs Tex Evcg, - « . - Junior Grand Warden.
¢«  Jomx Bovp, - - - - Grand Treasurer.

“  Epwarp M. L. Eargrs, - -  Grand Secretary.

¢“  JomN G. WEBSTER,
¢  Caarues W. Canp, } - - Grand Chaplains.
“  'W.D. Orvirre Dory,



R... W.-. Jorx R. ScrrICK, - = QGrand Marshal.
“  Jonx C. Graves, - - Grand Standard Bearer.
“  CuarLes A. MNTON, - - Grand Sword Bearer.
“ Ropxerick CAMPBELL, -
“  Cuarres L. Picgerr, * -

7] .HENRY Q. LATHBOP, - - Grand Stewa.rda.
¢  CuHarues E. Laxsing, -
“ James D. Camson, - «  Senior Grand Deacon.

“  Womrnax E. A. Faiosngy, - Junior Grand Deacon.
“  Georee H. Ravmorp, - -  Grand Lecturer.

“  HerMaN G. CARTER, - Grand Librarian.
GEORGE SKINNER, - -~ Grand Pursuivant.

“  Jomx Hoorr, - - - Grand Tiler.

No. 1, R.". W.'. Ersrmoae G. Howarp.
No. 2, « CuarLes W. CARPENTER.
No. 38, « Rorus T. Griaas (acting).
No. 4, <« JOHN STEWART.

No. 5, « Erararv 'W. RICHARDSON.
No. 6, ¢ Epwarp F. Hasszy.

No. 7, ¢ Tarovore H. TiLTON.
No. 8 ¢ Joux K. Reep.

No. 9, “° 'Wu MoreaN Lee.

No. 10, « OscAr L. EasT™AN.

No. 11, « Leoxarp B. CorNELL.
No. 12, « Samuer G. Rowwes.

No. 13, « JorN W. WHITEHEAD.
No. 14, « Lee S. AniBaL.

No. 15, « Exersox 1. Lorp.

No. 16, “ 'Byrox J. StrovaH.

No. 17, “  Warrer H. STEWART.
No. 18, « Isaac W. Bakes.

No. 19, * Hexzry T. Daxa.

No. 20, ¢  Georce B. Davis.

No. 21, « Frep. D. VaNDERHOOF.
No. 22, « JoaN A. Davis.

No. 23, W... Danien F. Criorer (acting).
No. 24, R... W.. Jorx Hobpak.

No. 25, « ArBERT JONES.

No. 26, « Laurexs G. RisLEy.

No. 27, « Lzoxarp W. JEWELL.
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Lodges working in German in the
City of New York, and in Kings
and Richmond Counties - - R... W... Gustave DETTLOFF.

Lodges working in French, Span-
ish, or Italian in the Cities of
New York and Brooklyn - - R.. W.. Georee F. HemeT.

COMMISSIONERS OF APPEALS.

M... W.:. Jamzs GIBson.
N R.. W.. WiLLiAM SHERER.
« Freperick A. Brryuam.
“ AsgrayM J. DITTENHOEFER.
o Rarrr E. Prive.
“ Epwarp L. GauL.
o Joux A. De REMER.

TRUSTEES OF TR HALL AND ASYLUM ¥UND.

R... W.'. FLoyp CLARKSON.
¢ TraegorHILUS PRATT.

“ ‘Wiriax D. Nicrors,
And the following Past Grand Officers :
M... W... Josgrr D. Evaxs, - - - - - P.G. M.
o Joen L. LEwls, - =~ =« - = = “
« Isaac PrruiLes, - - - - - «

¢ Jorx W. Simons, -
“  Cuwrox F.Pagg, - - - - -
« Evrrwoop E. THORNE,

]
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- o James W. Hogrep, - - - - - «
«  Joseer J. Coucs, L e e .. “«
¢ . Eowmoxp L. Jupsox, - . - - - - «
“ Caarres Roome, - - e A - . «
“ Jesse B. ANTHONY, - - - - “
« Bexsamin FLAGLER, - - e e s «
“ J. Epwarp SiMmoNs, - - - - - “
R.. W.. Roserr Macoy, - - - - - ©P.D.GM
“ Daxter SicRELs, - = -« -« «PJIGW.
“ Joux R. ANpERSON, - - - - - «

o Joax D. Wriniams, - - - - -



Past Masters prior to 1849 :

R.:. W.-. AporpHUs ANDREAS, York Lodge No. 197.
«  Jomx Tennart, Washington Lodge, No. No. 21.

And the Representatives of the following Grand Lodges :

Alabama.

R RN R LR R R R T P

Arizong ........... cesecenes teseeean
Arkansas, ........... T
British Columbia. ....ccouute. [P

Eclectic Umon... ......... tesennns tsesesecs
England.. ..ccccveieeriniecsiicrocccsssanse
FIOTida. . cvvcereserereansesnaeanacncsnonss

Georgig.......
Idaho....covvuennen
Tlinois. «.veeeennnn
Indians............
Indian Territory. .........
Kansas. ....
Kentucky.......... coessnsne.
Louisiana.....cooeviieecnns etesttiosacnne

Minnesota .......cccouutn. e
Missisgippic eeeeerecnenns
Missouri.

New BrunswiCk......eoeceeeeeieanrcccrone
New Hampshire...... . Aeeeen FeaeereTeneen
New Jersey......... cerescestisesgraeagan
New MeXiC0o. .. couvuerearcassnrninncrane
North Carolina. ...

(0] 1 1 2 PO
OTEGON tevvreernenenenses sesansnnnons
Pertl. ...o.ooeueeneen
Prince Edward Island. Teaens
Quebec........... Cerieseeisesrenns .
Rhode Island........cocievee vunnnns SRR

BAXONY. ¢vuironeen

R X TR PR

R.. W.:, DaN1eL T. WALDEN,
“ MiLLARD VAN BLARTOOM.
“ Wiriam T. WOODRUFF.
e JorN PHILLIPS,
M.. W.:. CHARLES RooME.
R.. W.'. SYpNEY F. WALKER.
“ ANTONIO GONZALEZ.
¢ GEORGE H. RAYMOND.
M.:. W. . JosEPH D. Evans.
R... W... Freperick H. WiGHT.
i WiILLIAM PETERKIN.
“ CHARLES SACKREUTER.
. -- ALBERT 8. GOODALL,
M.:. W.*. JoBN L. LEwis.
R.. W.'. JorN P, ROBERTS.
¢ Isaac B. CONOVER.
“ James E. MORRISON,
“ JosEPH SHORT, JB.
i ALFRED B. PrIcE. .
¢  STepHEN M. WRIGHT.
M., W.'. Jonx L. LEwis.
% JorN W. BiMoNs.
“ JosEPH D. EvaANs.

"R.. W.-. SAMUEL JoNES.

M.:. W.-. JoserH J. CoucH,

-- R.. W.e, JonN L. Riep.

M.:. W.*. ELLwoop E. THORNE.
R.. W... JorN HopagE.
“ ‘WALTER P. MONTAGUE.
“ GEORGE VAN VLIET.
¢ RoBERT M. C. GRAHAM,
i ROBERT BONYNGE.
M.:. W.., EpmMu~p L. Jupson.

.R.. W., RovaL E. DEANE.

M.:. W.". CLINTON F. PAIGE.

R .. W.:. L. BRADFORD PRINCE.
M.:. W.-. ELuwoop E. THORNE.
R .. W... Louis J. BELLONI, JR.

..M.". W.*. ELLwoop E. THORNE:

R.. W... Raren E. PrIME.
¢ GENARO FERNANDEZ.

€ PeTEr M. W. VERHOEVEN.

¢ DANIEL W. TaLCOTT.
s CuarrLes K. Hypr.

e CHARLES F.L. HOHENTHAL.




Bootland. ...cciverriroiciernrniapercenes oo M., W.. JaMgs GIBSON.

South Carolina... ¢ JoBN W. SBIMONS,
Tennesgee. ... “ Jonx L. Lewis.
Texas...... .*« W.°. HexrY C. BAKKS,
Utah. ... “ FRANK A, KIRTLAND,
Vermont. . “ RICHARD GURNEY.
Virginia. ... ¢ WasaINGeTON E. CONNOR.
Washington Territory s CearLES W. Browx,
West Virginisa.....cococieeeiieeian ceee “ LawrENCE WELLS.
‘Wisconsin o ZACHARIAH DEDXRICK,
‘Wyoming Territory. s MozrTMER C. ADDOMS.

A constitutional number of lodges being present—

The Grand Lodge was opened in Emple Forny and with
prayer by R.. W... W. D. Orviie Dory, Grand Chaphm, and
music by 8t. Cecile Lodge, No. 568.

On motion of M.. W... Isaac Prrrrres, all Master Masons in
regular standing were permitted to be present during this session
of the Grand Lodge, except at such time as prohibited by the
Constitution.

On motion of R.. W.:. Epwarp H. Warker, R.. W.. Wram
N. Pexxey, Bros. Rurus L. Witper, M. R. Crark, Frang W. Nor-

cross, and Mavrice M. Mintox were appointed official reporters
without compensation.

R... W.". Rurus T. Griaas and W.-. Davier F. CrIDLER were ap-
pointed D.D.G.M.s for this session of Grand Lodge of the Third
and Twenty-third Districts respectively.

ADDRESS OF THE GRAND MASTER.
BRETHREN :

MgeriNg in the One Hundred and Fourth Annual Communica-
tion of the Grand Lodge of the State of New York under the
favorable circumstances in which we do, it is not only fitting but
a duty, that we recognize the Great Architect of the Universe, as
has just been done, as the author and source of all our blessings.
The year has not been without its griefs, its sorrows, its trials, its
ealamities, but on the whole it has been one of blessing—*“blessed
in city and in field, blessed in basket and in store, blessed in our
doming in and in our going out,” and in my greetings to you
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thankfulness and congratulations unite. - That as a Grand Lodge
we have reached an age which, if not venerable is at least honor-
able, is of itself a matter for congratulation ; I congratulate yon
also that we meet in our own home, in this building which has
recovered from the effects of the fire and has been beautified and
- adorned so tastefully ; I.congratulate you upon the peace and
harmony that exists within our own borders and between this
and other Grand Lodges ; and I congratulate you that the fra-
ternity in this jurisdiction, the United States and the world at
large is not in its decadence, but that it occupies a higher posi-
tion in the world than ever before, and notwithstanding the ful-
minations of Papal bigotry or the criticism of pharisaical zealots
just so long as its grand principles of Brotherly-love, Relief, and
Truth prevail among us, will the Masonic fraternity command the
world’s respect, and maintain its rightful place as the grandest
human institution in existence.

THE FRATERNAL DEAD.

It is fitting that from these fraternal greetings and congratula-
tions, we turn aside for a few moments before entering upon the
active business of the session or the consideration of the practical
matters claiming our attention, in remembrance of those who
have during the past year closed their labors here below to enter
upon the higher life. '

R.. W.~. Crsnrzs §. Anravr departed this life on the 3d day of
July, 1884, at his residence on West 126th Street in this city.

‘He was made a mason in Sagamore Lodge, No. 371, of which
he became Master, and subsequently affiliating with Independent
Royal Arch Lodge, No. 2, was called to the Mastership thereof.
In 1878 he was appointed Deputy Grand Master of the Fourth
Masonic District, in 1879 elected Grand Treasurer, in 1883 ap-
pointed Grand Marshal, and at the time of his death was Junior
Grand Deacon of the Grand Lodge. He was also representative.
of the Grand Lodge of Virginia near this Grand Body. In the
death of this brother the fraternity has lost one who will be long
missed for he was a noble man, a faithful brother, a true mason,
and to an unusual degree possessed the love of the members of
this Grand Lodge. To others in this assembly beside your
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Grand Master, it will be long ere the remembrance of our de-
ceased friend and brother fails to summon the tear of genuine
grief.

R. W.. Jomx Corrrer, Past Deputy Grand Master of the’
Twenty-fourth Masonic District, passed from this life at his home
in Lockport July 24, 1884. Bro. CoLrier was widely known and
highly respected as was evinced by the very large attendance at
his funeral, the ceremonies of which were under the charge of
Red Jacket Lodge, No. 646, of which he was an honored member
and Past Master.

R.. W... Isanar Rynpers, Past Senior Grand Deacon of this
Grand Lodge, died January 12, 1885, aged cighty years. He had
been a member of Lodge of Striet Observance, No. 94, for fifty-
seven years. Bro. Ryxpers though of stern and sometimes rough
exterior had a tender heart, and was ever ready to respond to the
call of distress and withal was inflexibly just. Though I had not
the pleasure of the acquaintance of the brother, I shall never for-
get when in 1866, as Junior Warden of my own Lodge, and an
unknown member of this Grand Lodge, upon the presentation of-
a resolution providing for the return to that Lodge of its dues
because of loss by fire, and some brother moved that it be referred
to the Committee on Charity, how Bro. Rynpers arose and said,
“Such a reference is an insult to a daughter of this Grand Lodge,
I move its reference to the Committee on Finance.” I here record
my thanks for that act which was prompted by a love for justice
and a feeling of sympathy for the weak.

R W... Jorx A. Lockwoop, Past District Grand Master of the.
Twenty-fifth Masonic District, and Past Master of Queen City
Lodge, No. 358, died very suddenly at his home in Buffalo on the
21st day of February, at the age of sixty-three years, and was.
buried with masonic ceremonies at Forest Lawn Cemetery in that
city, on the 24th. Bro. Lockwoop was made a mason in 1856,
and from that time until his death he was an active one. His
connection with masonry is too well known to call for special men-
tion here, and I will only add that the following words of an old
friend of our deceased brother, applied to him, are absolutely
true—* He was a genial, happy man, square as an angle of ninety
degrees, just, true, and upright as the Lord ever made a man,
and to be his friend was an honor the highest might crave.”
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" ‘W.-. Bro. Joux Bareerr, a life member of the Grand Lodge,
and Past Master prior to 1849, died at his home in Clifton Springs,
March 17, 1885, and was buried with masonic ceremonies March
20th. Our deceased brother was made a mason in Dansville, this
State, sixty years ago; subsequently he affiliasted with Warren
Lodge, No. 147, of which he was a Master for several years, and
at the time of his death was a member of -Salem Town Lodge,
No. 326. Bro. Barrerr, until compelled by advancing years to
desist, was very active in masonic affairs, and was highly esteemed
by his brethren. :

R... W.-. JacoB Tarrrer departed this life, after a severe illness
of several years duration, on the 29th of March last, in the sev-
enty-second year of his age. He was made a mason in L'Union
Frangaise Lodge, No. 17, in 1851, and founded La Sincérité
Lodge, No. 373, in 1858, of which he became the first elected
Master, serving as such for fourteen years. In 1873 he was ap-
pointed District Deputy Grand Master of the Latin District. He
was an enthusiastic mason, taking a deep interest in blue lodge
matters, and dearly beloved by the members of his lodge and by
all those who knew him.

W.:. Wu. J. Surre, a life member of the Grand Lodge, and
Past Master prior to 1849, entered into rest on the 2d day of
April, 1885, at the ripe age of eighty-three years, and was interred
~ with masonic ceremonies April 5th. He was Master of Benevo-
lent Lodge, No. 28, in 1842, and subsequently served the lodge
as Secretary for thirty-three years consccutively. He remained
in active membership until his death, and had been a mason sixty-
one years.

Too late for more than the mere announcement, I learned of
the decease of R... W... J. WarLacE MacWHriNNIE, who died in
Petaluma, California, May 4, 1885, in the forty-fifth year of his
age. He was a Past Master of Montgomery Lodge, No. 68, and
Deputy District Grand Master of the Fourth Masonic District
from June, 1879, to June, 1880.

This grand jurisdiction has also suffered the loss of several
brothers distinguished for their zeal and ability in masonic affairs,
and well known to the fraternity whose names though not here
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recorded because never having held official positions in the Grand
Lodge, yet have their virtues engraven on our hearts and in our
memories. ’

Sister Grand Lodges have been bereaved during the year as
follows :

M . W.-. Isaac B. Snare, Past Grand Master of the Grand Lodge
of Kansas, died at his home June 21, 1884, in the forty-ninth year
of his age. He served his brethren in every station to which he
was called with ability, and merited what he universally received
—the approval of his brethren.

M.-. W.-. Joserr Triupre, Past Grand Master of New Jersey,
passed into the Celestial Lodge above June 30, 1884. He was not
unknown in the Grand Lodge of New York, nor will his virtues
be forgotten, for he was a frequent and welcome visitor at our
annual communications. He was present and received with the
customary honors one year ago,

M... W.-. Freperick ALBERT WENGLER, Grand Master of the
Grand Lodge of Saxony, departed this life July 1, 1884. Our
deceased M.-. W.. brother was self-sacrificing in his devotion to
the interests of the fraternity, comprehensive in his ability and
well beloved by his brethren. The heartfelt and sincere sympa-
thy of the Grand Lodge of New York was conveyed to the Grand
Lodge of Saxony by the Grand Master in a communication dated
July 27, 1884, transmitted through R.". W.*. C. F. L. HorExTHAL,
Representative of that Grand Body near the Grand Lodge of New
York.

M... W.-. Henry WirLiamy Mugray, Grand Master of Masons in
" Virginia, passed away August 15, 1884, in the fifty-eighth year of
his age, “in peace with his God and in charity with all men.” In
all the relations of life he was an example to his fellow men.

M... W.:. Grover B. Coorey, Past Grand Master of the Grand
Lodge of Minnesota, died at Minneapolis on the 20th day of
August last. Bro. Coorey was born in Attica, this State, Decem-
ber 10, 1827, and removed to Minneapolis some years since. He
was a faithful and earnest mason, and served the craft long and
well.

M. W... Etserr H. Excrien, Past Grand Master of Masons in
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Arkansas, died September 1, 1884, at the age of sixty-nine years
—ripe in masonic knowledge, blameless in life, and full of honors
and years, he has gone to his reward.

On the 3d day of May, 1885, M.". W.:. Wu. Nassav Kennepy,
Past Grand Master of Manitoba, died in London, England, in the
forty-seventh year of his age, on his way home from Egypt,
whither he had gone to serve under his country’s flag. He was
buried in the City of London with distinguished honors.

Too late for the address of the M.-. W... Grand Master, one
year ago, came the notice of the decease of M.. W.-. James M.
Howry on the 15th day of April, 1884, and M... W.-. WirLLax
FrexcH on the 28th day of the same month, Past Grand Masters
of Masons in Mississippi. These brothers were alike distin-
guished for their masonic zeal and fidelity, and were equally
admired and loved by the craft.

To these sister jurisdictions we extend our condolence and
fraternal sympathy, and with them rest in the assurance that it
was the will of Him “ who doeth all things well”

DISPENSATIONS.

June 17, 1884, a dispensation was issued to R... W.:. Franx R.
LAwWRENCE, Deput‘v Grand Master, to lay the corner-stone of a
new building for Schenevus Valley Lodge, No. 592. A goodly
number of Grand Lodge officers and brethren accompanied the
R... W.-. brother to Schenevus on the 24th day of June, the stone
was duly laid, an interesting and instructive address delivered by
the Deputy Grand Master, and the universal verdict was that the
ceremony was to the substantial benefit of the fraternity.

August 18, 1884—To Afton Lodge, No. 360, to meet in such
room as may be obtained, until room of said lodge destroyed by
fire is rebuilt. ,

August 25, 1884—To What Cheer Lodge, No. 689, to continue
work in such room as may be obtained, until their room destroyed
by fire is rebuilt, and duplicate warrant granted.

November 12, 1884—To R.. Wy. Fraxk R. Lawrence, Deputy
Grand Master, to dedicate new room of Wamponamon Lodge,
No. 437, at Sag Harbor, on the 20th day of November following.
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December 1, 1884 —To R.. W.:. Exzrsox I. Lorp, Deputy Grand
Master Fifteenth Masonic District, to dedicate new rooms of Os-
wegatchie Lodge, No. 687, at Fine, on the following day.

To the following lodges to elect officers :

Westbrook Lodge, No. 333:
Arcana Lodge, No. 246.
Acanthus Lodge, No. 719.
Sylvan Lodge, No. 303.

Fort Plain Lodge, No. 433.
‘Webster Lodge, No. 538.
Solomon’s Lodge, 196.

Baron Steuben Lodge, No. 264.

To elect and install officers :
Fayette Lodge, No. 539.
Master of Zschokke Lodge, No. 202.
Senior Warden White Plains Lodge, No. 473.

To install officers :
Aurora Lodge, No. 383.
Ashlar Lodge, No. 584.
Hudson River Lodge, No. 607.
Sisco Lodge, No. 259.
Henry Renner Lodge, No. 780.

To install Masters :

Roman Lodge, No. 223.
Oriept Lodge, No. 238,

To install Wardens : -
Senior and Junior Wardens Pheenix Lodge, No. 58.
Junior Warden Remsen Lodge, No. 677.
Senior Warden Milnor Lodge, No. 139.
Junior Warden Canandaigua Lodge, No. 294.
Senior Warden Genoa Lodge, No. 421.
Senior Warden Windsor Lodge, No. 442.

March 2, 1885—To Mount Horeb Lodge, No. 707, to continue
work in some suitable room, the lodge-room and warrant having
been destroyed by fire February 25, 1885.

-,
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April 16, 18856—To St. Nicholas Lodge, No. 321, to meet in
Masonic Temple, West 23d Street, until their rooms in the Grand
Opera House are made masonically gecure.

April 17, 1885—To Corinthian Lodge, No. 488, as m the case
of St. Nicholas Lodge, No 321.

NEW LODGES.

Five applications have been received for dispensations to form
new lodges, besides several inquiries as to the necessary steps to
be taken to secure dispensations. In each of the last named cases
I was able to dissuade the brethren from making such applica-
tion. While entirely in harmony with the expressions of my im-
mediate predecessor as to the increase of lodges, I have issued
two dispensations for the formation of new lodges, believing after
careful investigation, that the interest of the craft called for such
action in these cases.

September 26, 1884, a dispensation was issued to R. H. McIx-
ryee, W. S. Hovex, C. J. Sticenkv, and others, to form a new
lodge at Bloomingdale, Essex Co to be known as “ White Face
Mountain Lodge.”

October 6, 1884—To Wu. Giuuiseie, Gro. A. Everest, N. B.
SraTER, and others, to form a new lodge at Ausable Forks, Clin-
. ton, Co., to be known as “ Tahawus Lodge.”

APPOINTMENTS,

June 14, 1884—R.'. W.". Fogrest W. Brown, of Charlestown,
Representative of this Grand Body near the Grand Lodge of
‘West Virginia.

July 12, 1884—R.". W... Gusrav Derrrorr, District Deputy
Grand Master of the German Dlstnct vice R.", W.*. Arrrep ErBE,
resigned. .

July 12, 1884—R.. W.. W. E. A. Faicuxey, Junior Grand Dea-
con, vice R.". W.”. Crarrxs S. ArTHUR, deceased.

‘November 14, 1884—R... W. . AxTHON NESR, Representative of

this Grand Lodge near the Grand Lodge of Zur Eintracht,
Darmstadt.
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ACCREDITED.

July 17, 1884—R.". W.". WasHiNgTON E. Conner, Representative
of the Grand Lodge of Virginia near this Grand Lodge.

August 5, 1884—Genaro Fernanoez, Representative of the
Grand Lodge of Pern near this Grand Lodge.

September 24, 1884—R.-. W.-. WiLLiam Pererxiv, Representa-
tive of the Grand Lodge of Delaware near this Grand Lodge.

CEREMONIALS.

On the fifth day of August, 1884, in reponse to the invitation
of the American Committee of the Statue of “ Liberty,” the Grand
Master, assisted by his associate Grand Lodge officers, laid the
corner-stone of the Pedestal of the Bartholdi Statue of  Liberty
Enlightening the World ” on Bedloe’s Island in New York harbor
with the impressive ceremonies peculiar to the masonic fraternity.
Notwithstanding the unfavorable weather, the rain falling in tor-
rents during the time oecupied for the ceremonies, no part of
them were omitted or slighted, and the large number present to
witness them remained throughout.

A short address by the Grand Master, was followed by an
exceedingly able masonic address by the R... W.:. Deputy Grand
Master, who in turn was followed by Monsieur AvsrrT LEFAIVRE,
Minister Plenipotentiary in charge of the Consulate of France
in New York, and Wrriam Arrex BuTLEr oh behalf of the Ameri-
can Committee. The oceasion was one never to be forgotten by
those who participated in the ceremonies. The erection of this
statue is a work grand in its conception, its significance, its execu-
tion and its surroundings, and that our part therein be made of
proper historic record, I have caused the ceremonies, the addresses
of the Grand Master, the Deputy Grand Master and Monsieur
Aiperr LEraiver, to be printed as an appendix to this address,
that it may form a part of the records of the Grand Lodge. The
massive solid silver trowel with which the Grand Master spread
the cement to unite the corner-stone to the foundation, hand-
somely inscribed, was presented to him accompanied with the
following letter ;
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Office of the
AMERICAN COMMITTEE OF THE STATUE OF LIBERTY,
NEw York, August 25, 1884.

M.. W.'. WiLL1au A. BrobIE, Esq.,
Grand Master of the Grand Lodge F. & A. M. State of New York.

Dear Sir :

The Executive Committee of the American Committee of the Statue of
* Liberty Enlightening the World ” beg you, and through you the great Frater-
nity you represent, to accept their sincere thanks for the distinguished service
rendered by yourself and the Grand Lodge of the State of New York in laying
the corner-stone of the Pedestal with the impressive ceremonial of the Order, on
the 5th of the present month.

The Committee also requests you to accept, for the Grand Lodge, which you so
worthily represent, the trowel accompanying this letter as a mark of their esteem
and respect, and as & memento of that interesting ocourrence—the laying of the
corner-stone of an enduring monument raised to represent a great living idea as
well as the friendship and sympathy of one great people for another.

‘We remain, Dear Sir,

, Your friends and fellow citizens, !

Of the General Commillee : The Executive Uommiltlee :
Wirtaam M. Evarts, President, J. W. DrexEL, Chairman,
RiorARD BUTLER, Secretary. PARKE GODWIN.

Hexry F, 8ravLpING, Treasurer, J. W. PixcroT.

V. MumMrorD MOORE.
Freperick N. Porrs,

At the invitation of the authorities of the village of Ithaca I
laid with the ceremonies of the craft, the corner-stone of a High
School Building in that place on the 2d day of September, 1884.
The day was perfect and the occasion one in which judging from
the attendance, every one seemed to be interested. The Masonic
fraternity of Ithaca and the surrounding country was out in large
numbers, and one very pleasing feature worthy of special note,
was the marching in the procession of over a thousand school
children. Addresses were delivered by the Grand Master, Colonel
Georek SourLe of New Orleans and President ANprew D. WarTE
of Cornell University. A handsome silver trowel suitably engraved
was presented to the Grand Master by the Board of Education
and is cherished as a memento of a very pleasant event in his
official life.

On the 29th day of September, 1884, at the request of the
State Authorities, the Grand Master with the assistance of several
of his associate Grand Lodge officers and the fraternity of Buf-
falo laid the corner-stone of the Drill Room Annex, to the State
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Arsenal at that city. The day was all that could be desired and
the procession was large, including each of the lodges of the city

- of Buffalo, and the 65th Regiment N. G. 8. N. Y., which acted as
escort to the fraternity. Addresses were made by the Grand
Master and General Wu. F. Rogess.

On the 31st day of July, 1884, accompanied by the District
Deputy Grand Master of the Twenty-fifth Masonic District, the
Grand Standard Bearer and about sixty brethren from the Buf-
falo city lodges, the Grand Master visited North Collins, Erie
county, and dedicated the new hall of Fortune Lodge, No. 788.

The new room of Pheenix Lodge, No. 262, at Gowanda, was
dedicated by the Grand Master on the evening of December 4th,
1884. On this occasion he was accompanied by the Grand
Marshal and a large number of brethren from Buffalo and North
Collins. The District Deputy Grand Master of the Twenty-sixth
District was also present and assisted in the ceremonies, which
were witnessed by fully two hundred and fifty brethren.

On the 21st day of February, 1885, on the invitation of the M.-.
‘W.-. Grand Master of Masons in the District of Columbia, the
Grand Master with several associate Grand Lodge officers and
St. John’s Lodge, No. 1, participated in the ceremonies of the
dedication of the Washington Monument at the city of Washing-
ton, an event of much interest. The ceremonies were conducted
in a manner worthy of the occasion and of the distinguished
patriot and brother in whose memory this monument was
erected.

In this connection, I feel that reference should be made to a
ceremony not Masonic in its character, but so connected with the
fraternity as to warrant a place in this address—the crowning
of M... W.. Roserr Moreis, LL. D., Past Grand Master of Ken-
tucky, as Poet Laureate of Freemasonry, at Masonic Hall, in this
city, on the evening of December 17, 1884. It was participated
in by distinguished Masons from many Grand Jurisdictions and
received the approval of leading Masonic lights in nearly, if not
all the Grand Lodges on this continent.

VISITATIONS.
During the year I have given much time to visitations and

several of these have been occasions ever to be remembered.
2
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On the evening of November 24, 1884, accompanied by my
associate Grand Lodge officers, and many distinguished brethren,
the lodges working in the German tongue were visited at the
German Masonic Temple in this city, and the reception tendered
the Grand Master will ever be held in grateful remembrance by
him. None present on that occasion were left in any doubt as to
the loyality of our German speaking brethren, either to the
Grand Lodge or the principles of Freemasonry.

On the following evening the Second and Third Masonic
Districts were visited jointly, at the rooms of Commonwealth
Lodge, No. 409, in the city of Brooklyn, and the next evening
the New York City Districts, including the Latin District, at
Doric Room in this building. Both of these occasions were of
the most pleasurable kind, never to be forgotten by the Grand
Master, and I believe were of real benefit to the fraternity in the
Metropolitan Districts.

On January 19, 1885, St. John’s Lodge, No. 1, was visited,
and the reception given to the Grand Master on that occasion,
was as gratifying to him as it was cordial and fraternal on the
part of the brethren.

April 20, 1885, & semi-official visit was made to the brethren
of Albany, at a regular communication of Mount Vernon Lodge,

No. 3, and on May 4th to the Utica brethren, in Faxton Lodge,
No. 697.

Besides these visitations I have responded to calls in various
portions of this great jurisdiction, in many cases installing
officers and performing duties onerous, but in almost every in-
stance pleasant.

It was my intention to visit all of the conventions held by the
Grand Lecturer in the western portion of the State, but owing to
the numerous calls made by lodges, I was able to attend but
one,—that of the Twenty-third District held at Hornellsville.

MISCELLANEOUS.

During the last communication of the Grand Lodge, the Grand
Master was requested to visit the city of New York in the near
future, to participate in the presentation to the family of our




19

late deceased Grand Secretary, James Avstiv, M. D., of a burial
plot and a monument erected thereon by the Veteran Masonic
Association. Being unable to attend, R.. W... Frank R. Law-
rENCE, Deputy Grand Master, received from the said association
the burial plot inWoodlawn Cemetery,where our deceased brother’s
remains rest, with the monument thereon erected to his memory,
and presented them to the family of Dr. Ausrin, July 17, 1884.

Near the end of August, 1884, a request was received from a
brother in which I was asked to “convene a meeting to take
action in relation to the centenary anniversary of the birth of our
noble and world-renowned brother Siz Moses MonTiFIORE, and to
agk all the lodges in the State to join and make it a national
event,” to which of course I could not respond, but the well-"
known character of the brother named, and the numerous deeds
of philanthropy which have ennobled his long life, warranted some
recognition, and I therefore addressed to him the following con-
gratulatory letter:

OFFICE OF THE GRAND MASTER,
GENESEO, September 8, 1884,
S8ir MosEs MONTEFIORE,
Ramsgate, England,

Venerable Sir and Dear Brother :

. As the centennial of your birth-day approaches,
I desire, though of a different creed, yet striving to serve the same *‘ God of
Israel,” and recognizing in you one whose life has evinced belief in the father-
hood of God and brotherhood of man—a creed, if I may so call it, broad and
comprehensive—to extend to you, on my own behalf, and also as the representa-
tive of the Masonic fraternity of this great commonwealth, hearty congratula-
tions on attaining an age so patriarchal, and we pray that the “ God of Israel”
may spare you to celebrate that centennial, and many happy years of usefulness.
And my dear brother, I would to God that my own life and the lives of my breth-
ren of the great fraternity to which we belong, might be governed by the same
noble and self-sacrificing spirit of philanthropy that has given such lustre to your
own. That
¢ The Lord bless thee, and keep thee ; the Lord make his face to shine upon
thee, and be gracious unto thee ; the Lord lift up his countenance upon thee and
give thee peace,” is the heartfelt wish of

Yours sincerely and fraternally,
WM. A. BRODIE,
Grand Master of Magons in New York,

In the early autumn of 1884 a great portion of the village of
Carthage was destroyed by fire entailing great suffering on the
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part of the inhabitants. ‘Among the sufferers were twenty-eight
brethren, members of Carthage Lodge, No. 158, who with their
families were rendered homeless. A circular letter was issued to
all lodges in this jurisdiction inviting immediate donations for
the relief of those of our own household. Responses were prompt
" and liberal and upwards of four thousand dollars was the result.
Your attention is called to the statement of the Grand Secretary,
which appears as an appendix to this address, for a detailed ac-
count of the donations and disposition thereof.

GRAND LODGE LEGISLATION.

The Grand Lodge at its last annual communication adopted a
resolution that the elective officers be a committee to apply to
the legislature of this State, at its next session, for the enact-
ment of such legislation, or modification of the Act of 1877, incor-
porating the trustees of the Hall and Asylum Fund, as will give
this Grand Body, or to such officer or committee as it may direct,
such supervisory power over the trustees, as the legislature may
consider necessary to render them properly accountable to this
Grand Body. This committee in pursuance of the action by the
Grand Lodge have performed that duty and secured such legis-
lation as the resolution called for, and will report to the Grand
Lodge at the present annual session. '

At the last annual session, on the report of the special commit-
tee on the society called * Veritas,” the Grand Lodge adopted
the committee’s recommendation “ that the said society strike out
the. entire of the objectional and offensive language and sections
. of their Constitution, at the earliest period, and report the
same to the Grand Master, and thus purge themselves from
even an implication of disloyalty,” and, “that such society
Veritas, as evidence of their faith in American ideas of free-
masonry, and to set their seal of disapprobation of the mis-
leading doctrines and offensive utterances of a newspaper known
as the ‘Masonia,” obliterate from its Constitution the declara-
tion that it is the organ of the society.” On the 12th day of
June, 1884, the secretary of the society, Veritas, reported to the
Grand Master, that in pursuance of the action of the Grand Lodge,
said society had at its regular meeting held on Monday, June 9,
1884, “resolved to strike from their Constitution all the objec-
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tional sections and phrases in question.” By this prompt action
the brethren working in the German tongue gave such evidence
of their loyalty to the Grand Lodge, that no question remained
with any thereto, and the Grand Master is proud to recognize in
these brethren those, than whom none can be more loyal to the
Grand Lodge and the principles of Freemasonry.

There was also adopted at the last annual session of the Grand
Lodge an amendment to the statutes by which the end of the
fiscal year was changed from April 30th, to December 31st. The
question arose in relation to the dues of members of lodges to
the Grand Lodge—shall members be charged for a full year’s
dues, or for the eight months covered by the returns made in
pursuance of the change in the date of making them? The claim
was made that a full year's dues should be required, as no injus-
tice would be done by such requirement, and that the computa-
tion of odd amounts for a portion of a year would be productive
of trouble in securing accuracy in returns. The Grand Master
. recognized the force of the reasons assigned for charging a full
year’s dues, but believing that in strict justice, dues for only the
proportion of the year covered by the annual returns should be
required, and that the latter would give the greater satisfaction
he so ruled.

I congratulate the Grand Lodge that there are no proposed
amendments to the Constitution or Statutes to come before us for
final action at this annual communication.

LIBRARY AND READING ROOMS.,

The Grand Lodge Library under the present efficient Libra-
rian has become an attractive and interesting place for the Masonic
student, but to R.". W.:. Fravk R. Lawzrencg, the Deputy Grand
Master, brethren residing in the city of New York, and also those
residing outside, who visit the Hall, owe a debt of gratitude for
the institution of a Reading Room in connection with the Library,
in which an hour or an entire evening can be spent pleasantly
* and profitably. The rooms are decidedly attractive in their ar-
rangements and are liberally supplied with mor.ing and evening
newspapers of the city, the principal illustrated weekly papers,
representative journals from different parts of the United States,
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many of the best known foreign newspapers and magazines, with
a large number of Masonic periodicals, and all supported with-
out expense to the Grand Lodge or the readers. The project in
its inception had the hearty approval of the Grand Master and he
fully believes that it is to prove of incalculable benefit to the fra-
ternity especially of the Metropolitan districts by .making the
Temple, what it should be, the Masomc Home of the craft in this

great jurisdiction. ’

QUESTIONS AND DECISIONS.

The questions which have been submitted to me during the
year have been many and varied, and almost every topic which
the ritual or statutes and regulations could suggest, has been the
subject of correspondence. Dispensations have been asked for
almost everything conceivable, and without regard to the consti-
tutional and statutory provisions, concerning the powers of the
Grand Master in that respect. Decisions have been called for
many times on hypothetical questions and from unofficial sources,
which, of course, the Grand Master was not bound to notice, but
during my term as Grand Master I have felt that it was my duty
to diffuse all the light possible, and the individual brother has-
received to his communication and question, as courteous and
prompt reply and answer as has been given to communications
and questions from official sources. This has entailed upon the
Grand Master an amount of labor of which he had little concep-
tion, but it has brought to him its own reward. I do not deem
it necessary to submit a report in detail of the decisions rendered,
as in almost every instance a reasonable acquaintance with the
Constitution and Statutes would have made it unnecessary to
apply to the Grand Master, and all have been made in pursuance
of well-established principles of masonic law. Over eighty decis-
ions have been recorded in response to questions from official
sources, but I will submit only one herewith, and that not so much
on account of its importance or difficulty, as that the request for
a decision came from a source which I have long considered an
authority in such matters, and because I was compelled to differ
from the views held by the one submitting the question. The
following was the statement: “An unaffiliated mason having
resided one year in this jurisdiction desires to comply with our
law, and applies for affiliation—on ballot he is rejected.”
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Question. Is he entitled to visit, or is he forever debarred ?

Decision. An unaffiliated mason who petitions a lodge for
affiliation and is rejected, still remains under the ban of our law
and cannot visit. The force of the law has not been broken by
such petition.

On first thought I was inclined to think this unjust and harsh,
but as the Grand Lodge has held that an unaffiliate has a right
to present an application for affiliation to any lodge recognized
as regular by this Grand Lodge, withou! limitation as to time or
place, the seeming hardship disappears.

INSECURE PLACES OF MEETING.

Complaint having been made that quite a number of lodges in
the city of New York were meeting in insecure and unsafe apart-
ments for masonic work, investigation was made, and it appeared
that several lodges were occupying rooms in the Grand Opera
House building, which were subject to this criticism. A report
concurred in by all the Distriet Deputy Grand Masters (in whose
districts were lodges occupying rooms therein), described these
rooms as being separated from rooms used for other purposes
than masonic lodge-rooms, by thin board partitions covered with
muslin and decorative paper, and that they fail to confine sounds
to each room. The result being that much can be heard of what
is said and done, by persons who may be present in either of the
adjoining rooms. The ante-rooms were pronounced unfit for the
purposes for which needed. I thereupon, on the 7th day of
April, 1885, issued orders to the several lodges of the Fourth,
Fifth, Sixth, Seventh, and Eighth Districts, meeting in said rooms,
through the District Deputy Grand Masters of these several dis-
tricts, interdicting such lodges from holding communications
therein, until the apartments should be rendered in all respects
secure, and are properly so reported to be.

The several District Deputies, under date of May 30, reported
that such rooms had been made secure for masonic purposes,
and the interdict was removed.

A gimilar complaint was received concerning the lodge-rooms
of Callicoon Lodge, No. 521, which, upon report of the District
Deputy Grand Master of the Tenth District, was sustained. I
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therefore on May 14, 1885 issued a like order to the one above
referred to, to Callicoon Lodge, No. 521, through the District
. Deputy Grand Master of said district.

PRIVILEGED MEMBERSHIP.

Early in January last I received from Bro. Crarres C. GrEEN-
ouaH, formerly a member of Pacific Lodge, No. 233, a memorial
in which he sets forth the following: “I was made a mason in
1852, in Pacific Lodge, No. 233, being No. 31 on its roll of mem-
bership when first instituted, generally paying annual dues one
or two years in advance. In 1865 the lodge made a by law as
follows : A brother who shall have been a faithful member of this
lodge for ten years consecutively, shall be a privileged member and
entitled to all the benefits of the lodge by paying Grand Lodge
dues only.’” (I had then been a member for thirteen years.) In
1868 the lodge rescinded the law and charged all back dues, since
then I have paid my annual dues until 1875. At a meeting of -
the lodge in 1881 or 1882 action was taken on non-payment of
dues, and my name was dropped from the roll for that cause.”
The petitioner claims that having paid his dues for over ten con-
secutive years at the time the by-law was adopted, he acquired a
vested right under such by-law which could not be taken away
by repeal of the same ; that the amount of dues paid by him
since the adoption of said by-law in 1865, is more than his Grand
Lodge dues to the present time ; that therefore his unaffiliation
in 1881 or 1882 was illegal, and that he is entitled to have his
name restored to the roll of Pacific Lodge.

It is but just to the petitioner to state that while he bases his
claim upon law and justice, he now makes it because of old age,
ill health, and pecuniary inability to pay dues, and asks the Grand
Master’s opinion as to his*“status as a mason and member of
Pacific Lodge, No. 233.”

In view of the action of the Grand Lodge on the question of
privileged membership in the past, and of the fact that several
years have elapsed since Bro. Greenover was unaffiliated, without
an appeal being taken by him, the Grand Master concluded not
to pass upon the question, but to submit it to the Grand Lodge
with a resume of its previous utterances thereon, and ask for such
action as will finally settle this one question.
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Decision 50, as recorded in the Grand Master’s address in 1875,
is as follows : “ Where a lodge passes a by-law, which prescribes
that ¢ a brother who shall have been a faithful member of his lodge
in good standing for ten years consecutively, shall be a privileged
member, entitled to all the benefits of the lodge by paying Grand
Lodge dues only,” and a member of the lodge has complied with -
all the provisions of said law, after which the lodge rescinded the -
by-law. Held that the brother could not be compelled to pay -
dues to his lodge, other than Grand Lodge dues.”

This decision was approved by the Grand Lodge.

The question was again before the Grand Lodge in 1879, and -
M.-. W.-. Epmunp L. Jupsox, in his address, presented it very
clearly, but failed to elicit anything more than a reference of the
subject to the annual communication of the following year,
although the able chairman of Committee on Jurisprudence in
his report, presented a very strong argument against the view as
promulgated in the decision of 1875. :

The Grand Lodge in 1880, on the recommendation of the
Committee on Jurisprudence, adopted & guarded and qualified
resolution on the subject of privileged membership, but did not
dispose of the question as presented by Bro. Greenover in his
memorial to the Grand Master. :

The Grand Master is very clearly of the opinion that Bro.-
GzreevoveH (under the decision of 1875), having paid dues for
ten consecutive years at the time of the adoption of the by-law
referred to, by Pacific Lodge, No. 233, and having since that time
and before the action of the lodge unaffiliating him, paid as dues
to said lodge a sum in excess of his Grand Lodge dues, is a

" member in good standing of said lodge, but I am not as clear in
regard to the principles underlying the whole question of privi-
leged membership, and therefore present the case thus at length
and ask that the assembled wisdom of this Grand Lodge give
forth an utterance with no uncertain sound.

APPEALS.

The number of cases of appeals from the action of subordinate
lodges has not been large, but the principles involved in two of
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these cases I deem of sufficient importance to the fraternity
throughout this jurisdiction, to warrant more than the customary
report in such cases.

Early in July last I received two appeals from the action of
Richmond Lodge, No. 62, in the trial of W.-. Bro. Epwarp D.
Cragg, & member and Past Master of said lodge. The first is
taken by the Junior Warden (who preferred the complaint) from
the nction of the lodge in rejecting the report of the Trial Com-
missioners (who found the accused brother guilty of the matters
charged) and adopting instead of the resolutions recommended
by the Commissioners, a resolution declaring that the charges
were not sustained, that the same be dismissed, and that the
accused brother was not guilty of any masonic offense whatever.
The second appeal was taken by the accused brother from the
resolution of the Trial Commissioners adjudging that he pay the
expenses of the trial. Under the provisions of Section 56 of the
Code, the lodge had no power to reverse or change the latter
resolution, and although the accused was adjudged by the lodge
not guilty of the offense charged, the resolution as to expenses
has the force of a judgment unless reversed upon appeal. When
the complaint was first presented by the Junior Warden the
lodge refused to entertain it. R... W.:. Reox Barnes, Master, then
applied to the Grand Master to order the lodge to receive the
complaint and proceed with its trial. The complaint undoubt-
edly alleged the commission by the accused of an offense against
masonic law, and the Grand Master therefore made an order to
the foregoing effect, whereupon the trial proceeded in the usual
manner, with the result noted. On the appeal the case could not
be considered by the Grand Master, as upon the complaint alone,
but upon the pleadings of both parties and the evidence. The
main facts as developed upon the trial are substantially these :

At a communication of Richmond Lodge held May 26, 1884, a
brother, a Master Mason, and a member in good standing of a
sister lodge, applied for admission as a visitor, and upon proper
avouchment was admitted, but without his name being announced
to the lodge at or before his entrance into the lodge-room. The
accused, was present, and first became aware of the presence of
the visiting brother when he saw him standing near the altar,
whereupon he at once addressed the Master and objected to the
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visiting brother’s presence.. The claim of the prosecution was
that the objection was made in language discourteous and insult-
ing, and as testified to by the Master of Richmond Lodge, it was
as follows: “I object,—this lodge has a dignity and honor to
maintain, which it cannot do with that man present,” and in re-
sponse to the remark of the Master, that the brother placed him
in a very embarrassing position, the accused replied, “I cannot
help that.”

The second and last specification in the complaint was that the
accused refused to obey an order of the Master made at a subse-
quent communication directing him to apologize for the language
he had used in objecting to the visiting brother’s presence, and
this specification was substantially proven as alleged.

The Grand Master could not see upon what ground he would
be justified in interfering with the action of the lodge in acquitting
the accused of the commission of any offense in interposing the
objection at the time or in the manner as shown by the evidence,
and if he was guilty of no masonic offense in this, he surely could
not be called upon to apologize. I therefore sustained the action
of the lodge in declaring that the accused brother was not guilty
of any masonic offense, and reversed the resolution adopted by
the Trial Commissioners adjudging him to pay the expense of
the trial.

I have referred to this case thus at length because I am aware
that it is customary in many lodges to admit visitors as in this
cage, without announcing the name—the right to objection exists,
and it is manifestly better that the opportunity for it be given
before the introduction of the visiting brother into the lodge.

In this connection I would call the attention of the Grand
Lodge to what seems to me to be an absurd provision of Section
56 of the Code, under which a lodge when setting aside a report
of ¢ guilty ” by a Trial Commission, has no power to set aside the
finding as to expenses, and an accused brother although adjudged
by the lodge innocent of any offense yet stands adjudged to pay
the expenses of the tfrial, and cannot be relieved from this posi-
tion, except on appeal.

I therefore recommend that Section 56 of the Code be so
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amended, that when a lodge shall set aside a Trial Commission’s
verdict of “guilty,” it also have the power to set aside the judg-
ment against him as to expenses of the trial.

As an heir-loom from my immediate predecessor as Grand
Master, I found the appeal of Bro. E. W. SteeLe taken from the
action of Mount Horeb Lodge, No. 707, which reversed the re-
port of Commissioners appointed for the trial of Bro. F. P. ALLeN,
a member of said lodge, upon charges preferred by the appellant.
The Commissioners found the accused guilty and recommended
his expulsion.

One ground of appeal was that when the Commissioners pre-
sented their report, the lodge acted upon the resolution providing
for its reversal by a secret ballot ; and this statement is borne out
by the minutes of the lodge. It is the settled law that when Trial
Commissioners report, final action cannot be taken in this manner,
and in at least two instances, the Grand Lodge, acting upon the
report of the Commissioners of Appeals, has reversed judgments
of lodges for the precise error here pointed out. Under these
circumstances the case could not be examined on its merits, and
for the reason above given the proceedings under review could
not be upheld, the Grand Master therefore reversed the action
of the lodge and ordered that it proceed upon the complaint,
answer, testimony, and report of Trial Commissioners already in
the case, to a further hearing and determination thereof. In pur-
suance of such order the case was again acted upon by Mount
Horeb Lodge, and the finding of the Trial Commissioners ap-
proved. From this action the accused brother appealed, and the
Grand Master regrets that the case could not on this appeal, come .
under review upon its merits. There was such a mass of irrele-
vant, incompetent, and hearsay testimony admitted by the Trial
Commissioners, and the well-established rules in relation to the.
admission and exclusion of evidence were so utterly disregarded on
the trial, that the Grand Master felt called upon to dispose of the
appeal as he did, rather from the necessity of upholding the dig-
nity of masonic tribunals, than from the belief that any substantial
injustice had been done the appellant. I therefore sustained the
appesl, reversing the judgment of Mount Horeb Lodge, No. 707,
and ordered a new trial on the charges, before a new Commis-
sion, .
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In the matter of the appeal of Bro. Tromas H. Froyp from the
action of Utica Lodge, No. 47, by which he was expelled there-
from, and from all the rights and privileges of masonry, the Grand
Master affirmed the action of the lodge.

In the several cases above named all the papers are on file with
the Grand Secretary, with the reasons of the Grand Master for
his decision in each case in exfenso. -

WORK AND LECTURES.

To the observant brother it must be patent that from year to
year there is a closer adherence to the standard work, and that
our State ritual is a success. In no small degree this is owing to
the fact, that the Grand Lodge has had the services of the same
brother as Grand Lecturer, for so many years. Another factor
in securing this result is our system of District Conventions—a
system which did not, when inaugurated, have that hearty sup-
port and encouragement deserved, and even now does not meet
with universal approval, which, however, by the reports from the
Conventions of the past year, and my own observation, I am con-
vinced is not only efficient in securing uniformity of work, but is
algo growing in the favor of the brethren. The Grand Lodge at
its last annual session requested the Grand Master to continue
the Special Committee on Work and Lectures appointed by
M.-. W.-. J. Epwarp Smmmons, and in, accordance therewith such
committee was reappointed, to the end *that the Grand Lecturer
might have the effective support of the same, in the enforcement
of the will of the Grand Lodge regarding Work and Lectures.”
Several questions relative to the esoteric portion of the ritual
were discussed during the exemplification of the work, at the
District Conventions, which no doubt have received the careful
consideration of the committee above referred to, and of the re-
sult of such. consideration the Grand Lodge will doubtless be
advised. Uniformity in work is exceedingly desirable, and the
reasonable degree that is ours, is largely due to the energy and
efficiency of our Grand Lecturer, who in his contact with the
brethren throughout the State, by his purity of character and
habits, has deserved and won their esteem and confidence.

CHARITY.,

For an exhibit of the noble work accomplished by organized
effort in behalf of temporary sojourners in the Metropolitan
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Districts during the past year, I refer you to the report of the
Masonic Board of Relief of the city of New York. The work of
this board is a grand work and it should have the hearty sym-
pathy and generous support which is needed and deserved, and
I commend to your consideration the timely words of M.-. W.-
J. Epwarp Simmons in his address of a year ago, on this subject.
The criticism is frequently made that the charities of the Grand
Lodge are ingignificant and unworthy such an organization, and as
proof thereof the recommendations of the Committee on Charity
as formerly published in the  proceedings of the Grand Lodge
are referred to. The Grand Lodge is not the almoner of the
lodges within its jurisdiction, and such criticism is neither just or
charitable. It is neither practicable or desirable to ascertain the
amount annually expended for charitable purposes by the frater-
nity in this great jurisdiction, but the fact remains that the
masonic fraternity has not forgotten the truth, or failed to act
upon the knowledge of it, that *the poor always ye have with
you.”
A VITAL QUESTION.

Of late there has been considerable discussion in the public
press and in masonic circles, in relation to a case of discipline in
-& masonic lodge in Toronto, in which the question of belief in
God as requisite to masonic good standing was involved. It is
unnecessary herein to review this particular case, but I believe
that the honor of our grand old fraternity demands that in these
days when infidelity is rife and when even some so-called masonic
periodicals make light of that foundation-stone of Freemasonry
—belief in the Supreme Being—there should go forth from
official sources, words on this subject, of no uncertain sound. If
there be no God in Masonry, aye, if belief in God be not the
corner-stone upon which Freemasonry is founded, then indeed is
it in its decadence and its days are numbered. But, brethren,
we have not reached this low plane. I know that as I here and
now put the question to the more than seven hundred repre-
sentatives of lodges in this great jurisdiction—*In whom do you
put your trust ?”—that your hearts throb back the answer—*“In
God.” Freemasonry is neither Godless or anti-Christian, nor is
it sectarian. It embraces in its membership men of all creeds
and no ereed—Jew, Mohammedan, Christian, all are found within
its broad fold, but none who do not acknowledge the existence
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of one Supreme Being, who ruleth all things and to whom all
owe allegiance. To my Hebrew brother, itis the God of Israel—
to the Mohammedan, the God as revealed in the great open book
of the starry-decked heavens—to the Christian, the God and
Father of our Savior Jesus Christ.

It has been charged that “had they (the Masons) courage of
their convictions they would pluck the name of the Supreme
Being out of their ritual.” Nothing could be farther from the truth
than such an assertion. To eliminate the name of the Deity from
our ritual would leave it but an empty shell. Yes, there is room
within our broad fold for those of all creeds and no creed, but
our doors are not open to the atheist, nor is there room within
our portals for him.

EXTERNAL RELATIONS.

The relations of this Grand Lodge with other Masonic Grand
Bodies as existing one year ago, remain without change since the
last Annual Communication, and nothing during the year has
occurred to mar or disturb the harmony of our fraternal rela-
tions with such bodies. The Grand Lodge one year ago referred
to the Committee on Foreign Correspondence a resolution in
reference to the recognition of the “ Grand Lodge of New South
‘Wales as an independent Grand Lodge and sister sovereign,”
and your attention is fraternally called to the report of that com-
mittee thereon. Frequent knockings are heard at our doors, for
recognition of so-called Grand Lodges, and though thoroughly
believing in the American ideas of Grand Lodge sovereignty, I
believe it is wisdom to make haste slowly. Our ideas on this ques-
tion are far from being as universal as freemasonry, and it is well
that before recognizing any body claiming to be an independent
Grand Lodge, we carefully consider the rights of all concerned.
‘Wisdom and an evident desire to do justice, have characterized
the report of our Committee on Foreign Correspondence in the
past, and I have faith to believe that their report now so soon to

be presented, will contain recommendations on this subject
worthy of your adoption.

HALL AND ASYLUM.

Nothing can come before us for our ‘careful consideration of
more importance to the fraternity of this jurisdiction than the
Hall and Asylum Fund—not alone because of the large financial
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interests involved, and which call for wise and judicious manage-
ment, but also for the grand possibilities of the future, which it
is our privilege and duty to make assured. More than a quarter
of a century has passed since the grand scheme was projected,
but its originator had no conception that so large an amount
would be spent ere more than the threshold should have been
crossed. Honest differences of opinion exist as to the wisdom
of the course adopted by those bhaving the matter in charge in
its early days, but the day for discussion over this is past, and
our duty is plain—it is to pay off the debt on this building at the
earliest possible moment. The burden is great but our resources
are greater, and we must never cease to bear our portion of the
burden until the grand and magnificent charity—the Asylum—is
an accomplished fact.

‘When we assembled in this hall one year ago, it was with feel-
ings of sadness and depression because of the deplorable condi-
tion of a large portion of the building, on account of the then
recent.fire, and among those who had the affairs of the Hall and
Asylum Fund uppermost in mind, there were anxious fears lest
it would be impossible to secure as trustees brethren of respon-
sibility, and willing to take upon themselves the labor of restor-
ing our home. To-day we meet under far different circumstances,
and have ample occasion for congratulations. Our Temple has
been beautified and adorned—has been more than restored, and
to those faithful servants who have labored so earnestly to ac-
complish this, we owe our fraternal thanks But this has not been
the only line in which they have labored faithfully, as will be seen
from their report to be presented to you. I cannot more than
" refer to a single item, but I agk every representative present to
carefully read and consider the report which will soon be in your
hands.

One year ago the bonded debt of the Fund was $553,500, of
which amount $153,500 were Income Bonds falling due February
1, 1885. These latter have been met by payment of $75,000 and
the refunding of $78,500 at 5 per cent. interest. Beside the
$78,600 of 5 per cent. Income Bonds falling due ($45,000 Febru-
ary 1, 1886 and $33,500 February 1, 1887), and which can easily
be met, there are $395,000 First Mortgage Bonds bearing seven
per cent. interest and not due until September 15, 1891. To
reduce this large debt, or to provide ways and means to meet it
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at maturity with the least possible burdening of the fraternity,
should and no doubt will be the study and aim of the Trustees,
and it is our duty asgpembers of the Grand Lodge to hold up
their hands in this all-important work. To this end, then, let us
bend our energies ; let criticisms, which are only for the sake of
criticism, drop ; let the errors of the past cease to be the staple
of our conversation concerning this grand work, and with the
ultimate design of the Fund—the Asylum—ever in view, let our
best thought and best work be devoted to its accomplishment.
Two weeks ago I appointed the Committee on Hall and Asylum
Fund in order that ample time might be given them for careful .
examination of the report of the Trustees, and to the report of
this committee I ask careful consideration.

CONCLUSION.
And now, brethren, having submitted to you a report of my
official acts during the past year, and called your attention to
some of the questions for your present consideration, I desire to
express to you gincere thanks for the distinguished honor con-
ferred upon me in my selection as your Grand Master. The work
of the year has been by no means light, but it has been a labor
of love, and in it all, I have had the hearty and fraternal co-opera-
tion of my associate Grand Lodge officers, and when, in the dark
hours of affliction, the burden seemed too heavy to stand erect
under, their deep sympathy and the strong arms of love of my
brethren came to my support, and there came light to dispel the
darkness. To the Deputy Grand Master I am indebted for wise
counsel and substantial aid in my work, and R.- W.. Bro. EaLERs
I have found to be a model Grand Secretary and ever ready to
respond to the frequent ealls made upon him.

Now, as brethren dwelling together in unity, and with an eye
single to the interests of the great constituency here represented,
let us take wise counsel together concerning the important mat-
ters which will claim our attention, and without undue haste,
let us promptly dispose of them and return to our homes and
home duties, with the consciousness that we have earnestly en-
deavored to faithfully perform the important duties entrusted

to us.
‘WM. A. BRODIE,
Grand Master,
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APPENDIX TO THE GRAND MASTER’S ADDRESS.

~

THE FIRE AT CARTHA:GE, N. Y.

CIRCULAR LETTER.

OFFICE OF THE GRAND MASTER oF MASONS
IN THE STATE OF NEW YORK, |

GENESEO, November 29, 1884,

To the Master, Wardens and Brethren of all Lodges under the jurisdiction of the
Grand Lodge of Free and Accepted Masons of the State of New York :

Brethren :—THE greater part of the Village of Carthage, in the County of
Jefferson, has been destroyed by fire, nearly all the manufacturing establishments
have been swept away, seven-eighths of the people in that village are bereft of
their means of support, and fully two-thirds of the population is without shelter,
geventy acres of residences having been burned to the ground in that terrible
conflagration. Among the sufferers, twenty-eight brethren of our own masonic
household, members of Carthage Lodge, No. 158, together with their families,
have been made homeless.

- I deem it my duty to call the attention of the craft to this sad calamity, and to
invite the several lodges of this jurisdiction, by immediate and generous dona-
tions, to at once relieve the distress of our brethren of Carthage Lodge.

Donations may be sent to the Grand Secretary, Epwarp M. L. EHLERS, Masgonio
Hall, 234 Street and 6th Avenue, New York City, who will properly acknowledge
and forward the same to such committee as Carthage Lodge may designate.

WM. A. BRODIE,

By THE GRAND MASTER, Grand Master,
E: M. L. EHLERS,
Grand Secretary.
RECEIPTS.
\1884.
Dec. 2, W. . Patrick H. Melley, Master Eureka Lodge, No. 243. $10, 00
¢ .. Sheldon B. Shaw, P. M. Republic s 6! 5 00
“ 8, Adelphi Lodge, No. 28..... ceeeaenas . 10 00
« ¢ " Arctarus 274...iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiin, . 25 00
¢“ 4, Mamaro ¢ [ 10 00
Vo Hamilton “ (£ S 10 00
¢ Clinton s 458. . cieiieininnnnn 10 00
s Park ° “ 516 ......... cessecaenan 25 00
¢ Corner-S8tone ¢ 867...... R 25 00
“ 5, Pa.clﬂc o 288 ..., 10 00
s . W.*, James Ten Eyck, Junior Grand Warden. 25 00
¢ Skaneateles Lodge, No.622......... .... 5 00
¢ Kane 454..... ceiieseenes ceenens 25 00
& Syracuse s 2 75 00
o ite Plaing se 478.. ciiiiiiiiiiiiii . 3 00
¢ . Hudson ) “ Tovevnenes ceieeees eeeeens . 25 00
¢ Roman s 228 .0 ceseersierans 25 00
¢ Tabernacle o 598.ocennnnnnt 500
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Dec. 5, Ancient City $10 00
¢ Freedom 5 00
¢ Uhland 5 00
¢ Macedonia 10 00
¢ Keshequa 5 00
¢ Puritan 25 00
¢ Lebanon 10 00
¢ Ridgewood .o oe . 5 00
¢ Merchants’ 709..... cetecveisensearannnne 10 00
¢ 6, Atlas L« 816.cceiiiiinninnnnns 25 00
¢ Evangelist ¢ 600...ciannneiireciennans aan 10 00
¢  Diamond ¢ 555, 0iiiiiiinenann. teeesans . 5 00
¢ Polar Star e 245........ cesereceatensnenan 25 00
¢ Peconic o L 10 00
¢ Bilentia ¢ 198. . ceiiiiinirtncnnienonnas 500
¢ Champlain s 237........ 10 00
¢ Crystal Wave s [ - TN 20 00
¢ Bhakespeare .« 7500 .. ceoenenrcinnncarennnns 12 56
¢ Columbian ’ “ 484, .. ceiinnnnnnnn.. .. 5 00
“  Niagara Frontier =~ « 182 L oiiiiiiiiiiiiieiianes 10 00
¢  R... W.-.'John C. Graves, Grand Standard Bearer...... . 25 00
“« Americus Lodge, No. 535........ ceneee P 10 00
¢  Long Island ¢ 882, iiiiienrierianenes ann 15 00
‘¢ 8, King Solomon’s Prim, 91..... ceee ssecsvessraacens -20 00
¢ Sanctorum e 10 00
¢ Manhattan . 10 00
¢ Glen’s Falls e« 200
¢ Irondequoit «“ 15 00
¢ Living Stone s 5 00
*¢  Republie s 25 00
¢ Beotia e 10 00
“  Wieland . “ 10 00
s Copernicus “ 5 00
¢ Bolomon’s . s 19%......... teeeencuersceanes 10 00
‘¢ Temple : ¢ P 20 00
¢ Putnam “ 838...i.iiniennnenn 500
¢ 9, Charity s 727....... ceereneas 10 00
¢ " Golden Rule «“ (1 N 200
s Gavel ¢ 708...c0iveeennenn. b5 00
¢ Perfect Ashlar s 604.......... 5 00
¢ La Fayette e 64.......... 25 00
¢  Working ¢ 564..... 2 00
¢  Morton . 63..... eeiaees 20 00
¢ Darc; o 187ciieiianen. 10 00
¢ Zeredaths s 483....000000.n 20 00
¢ Bro. Edwin Adams ............... .. 100
¢ Bouth Side L,odge,No.493.‘.............. 5 00

- ¢ Deé Rayter ¢ 692 10 00
¢ Tonawanda ¢ 10 00
¢¢ 10, Covenant s 6 50
¢ Piatt ¢ 10 00
¢ Rhinebeck “ 5 g0
¢ Columbia e 5 00
¢ Bedford “ 10 00
¢  Rondout ‘¢ 2 00
¢ Tompkins s 5 00
‘¢ QGreenpoint s 10 00
¢ Warwick L 5 00
¢¢  Hohenlinden : te 10 00
¢ Ancient o 10 00
¢ Philipstown ¢ 10 00
o< 8t. John's s 5 00
¢ Queen City s 50 00
¢ Klopstock o 5 00
o Bethel ) ¢ 5 00
s Normal L 5 00
¢ 11, Commonwealth ¢ 25 00
“ Oneida “ 270. e eeeiiiirniniiiiicannnens 5 00
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Deo. 11, Sacket’s Harbor Lodge No.185............... PP .
:: ﬁddison Union ‘: 118
ewlron
«  Apollo “ 18, ciiiiiinianennn.
s l&‘:u'oe o b
¢  Germanis s 182
¢ Balt Springs “ 520.
¢«  Rising Star s 450...0c0iiveinnnnne..
¢ Seneca o b 3 .
¢ Auburn s 1.
¢ Union se 14............
¢ De Molay s 498
¢ 13, Hiawatha s 434
«  Wallkill “ [
¢  Schuyler's Lake “ 162
¢ Triune s 782......
¢ Adonai . 718
¢ Benevolent o 28.
(4 Alm. (3 7”
¢ Anthon s 769
¢ Tyrian L 618...
¢ Trinity “ 12.
¢ Erie L 161...
s Palmyra s 248
¢ Red Jacket “ 646.
¢  Beneca Lake s 808.
“  Lodge of Antiquity ‘e 11.
¢ Architect ¢ 519.
¢« Ttalia o 786.
¢ 18, Pheebus . 82
¢ Lexington “ 810.
“ Lily [ 843.
¢  Yew Tree ‘¢ 461.
s Deer River s 499...
¢ Lodge of Strict Observance, 9M......... cieee
¢  Rockland ge, No. 723..........
¢ Mecca Temple, Nobles of the Mystic S8hrine
¢  Mount Hermon Lodge, No, 572...... ..
¢ Lockport “ 8. iieiineceannnn.
¢  Star of Bethlehem “ 822...........
‘¢ Cassia I 45 ......... .
s Washington ¢ 240....0...00....
¢ 15, Teutonia s 617......... enn
¢ " Jamaica s 546....c0iiinne..
¢ Otseningo o 485, .. cieiiiinenans
% QOccidental s 766...ccauunn. oo -
¢ Ransomville ¢ ;)
¢ Concordia s 148......iiiienn .
¢ Jephtha ¢ 49¢....iiniinnne
¢ Justice ¢ 763, cieiiicnnas
¢ Astor s 603......0000000
¢  Metropolitan “ 278....... cestenee
«“ Hill Grove s 540........... .
s Tuscan o 704 ...... P
¢ 16, Mizpah . 788.....
¢ Washington te 85 sovinninnn
¢ Remsen ¢ 677, ccuunenn .
s Olive Branch s 40, .0iiiiinnnnn
¢ Progressive ¢ 854...... corsenee
¢ Cautious ¢ 726..... ceesense
s Worth ¢ 210...000iecinnianns
¢ Herder [ 698...... [P R
" Mmu&l [
¢ Allemania s
¢ Bt. Cecile “ [P
¢  Empire City ¢ 206....000000een.
¢ Stuyvesant o 46,0 ieevieveseansarscnconsan
#  York

o 197...........?.............
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Dee, 17, Ezel wm"
George Washington

“ Momfmenta.l

¢ Mount Vernon

¢ Jordan
¢  Howard
¢ Meridian

¢  Rising San

¢ Jerusalem

¢ Btar of Cuba
Sagamore

¢ Montgomery

%  Wawayanda

¢ Trumansburgh
¢ Dunkirk

¢ John Hancock
¢ 18, Stony Point
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¢ Brookl

¢ QGaribaldi

¢ Albion

¢ Unity

¢ B8t. Paul’s

¢ YValley 25
s York 8
s Beacon 10
¢¢  Yonnondio

e Morrisville

o Delta |

¢ Fayette

¢ Cornucopia

¢ Niagara

¢ Hermann ’

¢ Continental

¢ Sodus

¢ 19, Renovation

¢  King Solomon’s
¢ Copestone

¢ Middleburgh

s Morning Star ,

¢ Gasport
s Goethe
“ Schiller

¢“  True Craftsmah
¢ Jefferson

¢ Chancellor Walworth
¢  Wamponamon

¢ Kisco

s Veritas .

¢ 20, Cosmopolitan
¢  Delhi

" I‘)di

s Sullivan

¢ Solon

s Maimonides
¢ L'Sincerite

Altair
: 22, Rising Light

Friendship
¢ Avon Springs
¢ Genesee F
¢  Monitor
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¢ 28, Wappinger’s

¢ James M. Austin
¢ Cohoes

¢ Enterprise

¢  Northern Light
¢  Homer
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Dec. 23, Winfleld 8499
s« Etolian 5 00
¢ Aurors 5 00
¢ Spencer 5 00
¢ Cortlandville 10 00
¢  Clinton 500
«  Allogn “ 225, 1]3 0

egany Ceetcseensresarsssesiriane
¢  Btandard “ 3 ¥ R 6 00
¢ Charter Oak- s 249 ... verineee 10 00
¢ Anchor cen. 66 729 .......... . 5 00
¢ Glen Cove s 580. . cesen 1 00
s Bu'un 105..00ivvnernannnns cecan 15 00
¢ *W.e. JohnHodge. D. D.G M., 24th Distriot.............. 20 00
“24,Hoﬂ'mun Lodge,N da..... eivecensscesnenerans . 10 00
¢ Seawanhaks B78.cvcicctrenciiscesnoceccns 10 00
¢ Attiea ¢ 463. ..... cereees 10 00
¢ Acanthus s 5 . 10 00
¢  Black Lake : 4 819.... . 10 00
¢  Hope : s 244...... . 25 00
¢ Hyatt o H 205.......... cee 25 00
¢  Beaoon Light ¢ 701......... 5 60
¢  Savannah s T64.eouvenrennaanan 3 00
¢ Pocshentas - . “ 21.......... treesessesennans 25 00
¢  Harmonie- - ¢ 699.....ciciiiinaanan. ceee 10 00
“  Liberty “ 510......... 10 00
“  Milo o 108....... 27 20
¢ QOrion “ MNTveerennnn. 5 00
¢  Adirondack “ 602........... . 10 00
¢ 8¢, Patrick’s s [ S . 10 00
“  De Molay . “ 498.....cciieiiinnnnnns vees 15 40
¢  Seneca River “ 160..00ci000einnnns 10 00
¢  Forest - “ 168.....ccnviiannn 5 00

Dec. 27, Oswego . 127, 0ivennens ceeteeiiieranis 35 00
¢« " Batavis - “ 475.ciiiiiiiiinnnns 25 00
¢« Silver . ¢ K R 20 50
¢ Fellowship “ T4, eeverennnennns cecencnes . 5 00
s Waddln$ton s 893. 20 00
¢ Citizens - a¢ 625
29, Candor - “ 500
¢  Macedon o 740
¢ La Fraternidad “ 5 00
(13 : Ark (1 s‘) 65
s Ontario “ 10 00
(13 M”m" ...... £8 25 m
¢  Prudence EEE 5 00
o Concord - .. 25 00
¢«  Advance Co s 10 00
¢ 30, Dover ¢ 10 00
¢ Port Brewerton- s 10 00
¢ Geneseo .- ¢ 10 00
¢ Weedsport S “ 5 00
¢ Mount Moriah L 5 00
¢ Morning Sun oo 10 00
¢  Blazing Star “ 10 00
¢ 81, Daniel Carpenter * 15 00
(3 Amn ...... & m 00
%  Webster .46 491
“  De Peyster o 20 00
113 M [13 5 M
“ Westem Union ------ ¢ 3 00
%  Holand - - 8 50 00

1885 e

Jan. 2, St. Lawrence : o 5 00
¢ Mount Moriah ‘ o 10 00
¢ Schuyler .. s 676.nennn. tessscacenrenanen 500
“ Susqnehmnt . “ b L1 450




. Jan. ' 2, 8t. Paul's .
“ Iv

¢ Lessing
s gerlvan
. ugueno

t
¢ 8, R.". W... John W. Vroom:

¢ 5, Port Jervis

¢ Cherry Creek
¢ TFrontier City
¢ Cazenovia

¢ Rising Sun

¢  German Union
¢ Ogdensburgh
¢ Somerset

¢ 7, Ahwaga

« " ods
‘ma)

«  Arcado

¢ Cautious

¢ 8, Northern Constellation
¢ Groton

¢ 9, Union Star

e Crescent:

¢ Corinthian

¢ Morning Star

¢ Cobleskill

¢ North Star

s Olean :

¢¢ 10, Templar

¢ Tienuderrsh

¢¢  Centennial

¢ Greenwood

“ Emanuel

¢ Bocial

¢¢ 12, Richfleld Sprin,

“ Franklin g8
¢ Centreville .

¢ Ami

%18, Calicoon  .-....--.
¢ 14, Ind. Royal Arch

o Laurens

s Vietor

¢ Marathon

¢ Doric

‘¢ Yon Mensch
¢  Clinton F. Paige
¢¢ 15, Noah
¢ 16, Fort Plain
¢ United Brothers’ -
¢ 17, Modestia

Jan. 19, Zerubbabel
¢¢ 20, Warrensburgh
¢  Fessler

¢ 21, Franklinville

¢ Mountain

rata
¢ 5, New York

¢ 6, Medina

¢¢ 14, Oatka

89

448
An,l?enior(}nnd Warden...........
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l"eb 14, Boonville . . LodgeNo 165. .. 0 ceeiierennsncncnsoase 10 00
20 Rescue ¢ . o weves 5 00
“25 Gilboa “ 5 00
“28 Herkimer “ 10 00
Mch. 13 Oriental “ 10 00
“24 Dundee L 6 63
“25 Newark Valley o 7%
“30 Portville o 10 00
April 27 Sincerity I 700
‘28 Mistletoe ¢ 10 00
Total. . ieeienicnnincne sevnnnncnscsnnnssonsanseceeess $4,877 87

REPORT OF THE BOARD OF RELIEF.

MAas0N10 BOARD OF RELIEF,
New York Crry, May 15, 1885.

Most Worshipful Brother WiLLIAM A. BRODIE, Grand Master qflla:om, State of
New York :

Dear Sir and Brother :—The Masonic Board of Relief of the City of New York,
organized pursuant to action of the Grand Lodge of the State, hereby respect-
fully and fraternally submits its sixth ANNUAL REPORT for the year ending May
14, 1885.

The receipts for the year were as follows :

Balance on hand last annual report.......cccce0eeeecenececenae... $567 28
Received dues from 1odges.........cceevieencecsas...$1,814 07
i donation from Beotia 1odge.....cceeeveeeae 20 00
“ ¢  monies returned.....cco000ieeeese 267 50
Interest on deposits......cocveeeernrcinane 60

’ 1,638 17

Total.seeeeeee sescnceancsesonsconcssssssssansaness $3,205 45

The disbursements of the year were as follows :
For charity to persons applying ............. ceeenss..$1,128 48"
¢ Printing books and stationery............ ceeeeses 2850
¢ Rent of safe three and one-half years............. 17 50
¢ Balary of Secretary....cceeeee eieceisnccnisenaas 800 00
LU 71 7.7 T - 5 92
© Total.eeieiienee ceeinnce sesnsonnns $1,480 40

Balance in hands of Treasurer......cceeeveeeccersacsccccnscssasesss $725 05

The difference in financial transactions, as compared with the report of the year
ending May 14, 1884, is as follows :

Dues from lodges, increased.......coveceveneenenn. ereesess $88 08
Donations—monies returned, increased......cccce0vavee-. .. 176 60
Interests on deposits, decreased.....cceevsecrsecssnces . 994
Disbursements for charity, decreagsed....... ...... . 260 84

Postage, increased...... tessessessresessenanes 98
Printing, decreased...... ceetenccncsisassicnnane 100
Balance on hand, increased.......... cooeececcnvansn. eeeees 157 TT

The increase of the balance on hand is specially due to the considerable amount
of money ($267.50) returned by lodges and individuals to the Board. It may
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well be stated here that, in no instance, do we make a demand upon a lodge for
the return of money given to one of its distressed members, We simply notify
the lodge affected of our action and leave it to their generosity to reimburse us
for the outlay made. In one case we received over $50 from a widow whom
we had generously helped, pending legal and other measures, to secure her cer-
tain benefits from two mutual aid organizations—one of them masonic—in one of
our Western States. The husband of this widow died in S8eptember last, was
buried under direction of this Board, and the ceremonies performed by members .
of Copestone and Amity lodges; but it was not until the following January that
she received the money due her as a beneficiary. Our thanks are due to Bro.
StaNBROUGH, Of Ancient Lodge, and our Secretary, for valuable assistance in
gecuring this money for an unfortunate woman who could not secure it for herself,

We are pleased to say that this Board is slowly but surely overcoming the
groundless opposition it has heretofore met with. Seeing that we unostenta-
tiously and quietly persevere in the good work assigned us by the charitable
brethren of the contributing lodges, others are at last willing to concede our
right to be regarded as worthy of congideration if not more substantial aid, The
builders of the present system of relief, and the officers selected to carry out their
‘plans, well knew what they were doing, for there has been very little change in
the policy originally adopted for the management of the Board, its officers and
committees. There is no jar or confusion in the proceedings, and we find that we
can successfully manage as many as ten cases in one evening, as we frequently
have done. In fact we have made masonic charitable disbursement as much a
matter of business as sentiment, and have found it the proper course to pursue.

The following lodges are regular contributors to the Board :

No. 728 | GIRABD ....covanvennne +esess. No. 681
26 “ 8
T24 “ 85
11 ¢ 610
823 “ 786
519 | IND. ROYAL ARCH........c... % 2
178" | KING BOLOMON..ccatq tesesss ¢ 279
603 | KANE.......0000e. vecssssena . ¢ 454
655 | LA SINCERITE...ccvenersen.. . % 873
628 | LAFAYETTE. cccoeeneencnnsns 64
287 | MANHATTAN tovvvennnneaneess ¢ 63
402 | MERCHANTS'...... vestateroen “ 709
208 | MONITOR. .. ec0nneunns vereoes “ 528
768 | NEw YoRK...... veesssssesane ‘330
641 | PaorFic....

PRINCE OF ORANGE..

600 | PYTHAGORAS

206 | PuTNAM........ reeeisaaenes

195 | STUYVESANT

228 | StAR oF CUBA..

586 | ST. CECILE

542 | TECUMBEH....co000r0e0sccrses 487

588 | Yomk....... ceaecasesssnsess ¢ 197
GOLDEN RULE....otec0ueaeee. 770

From this list it will be seen that no lodge on our list of contributors last year,
has discontinued its membership, and that we have gained three, viz.: Astor,
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Monitor and Lafayette lodges. Several lodges have thie matter under contem-"
plation, and we feel assured of a still greater membership in the near future.

During the year we have published to the brethren of New York and Brooklyn,
and to Boards of Relief throughout the country, the following named persons as
impostors, or unworthy masonic assistance. They claimed to hail from the lodges
and locations respectively given :

Louis Colsky .............Highland Lodge................Jersey City, N. J.

William Clifford..... ..Lander Lod Nevada.
John F. Richardson. Oriona Lodge. New York.
James Knox.. Lodge 195 . Scotland.
Jacob Lang..... Olteil Lodge. Roumania,

John A, Harkne

Kenneth Fraser ... 8t. Mary’s Lodge, 839............ Scotlan

James H. McMullen Lodges in M d, N. Jersey and Virginia—has gev-
Robert Hall. ... Lodges in Califo! eral aliases.
Jerome Ward .. Polar Star Lodge.. .. 8t. Louis, Mo.
‘William Walker. Modoc Lodge (U.D.) and others, California.

James T. Brown Unanimity and Concord, 20, and others, N. S8o. Wales.
Morris Grant... Evening Star Lodge, 44.......... Hornellsville, N. Y,
Arthur U. Bowdoin Lodge Australia, 390. -New South Wales.

The William Walker, named above, has many aliases, and is a shrewd worker.
He is about sixty years old, a fluent talker, and apt to impress one with his truth.
He is known as Robert Love, R. W. Ford, Frank Shaw, Thomas Parker, A. N.
Bell, as well as others, and always hails from California.

We add the following named to the list above given, and warn the craft not to
give them encouragement or material help :

William Egplin............8t. Peter’s Lodge, 120...........8cotland.

James Williams......... .Newry Lodge, 28....... ....Ireland.

Mary Rice................Constitation Lodge..............New York City.
Charles L. Benedict....... qudbn;)(}lge Lodge, 181..........California.
Alex, Fairley......... .Elgin Lodge, 848 ...... ...Montreal.
Henry A. Norcross. ... ....Xennebec Lodge, 5 ...... ... Muide, *
George Wilson..... ...FraternityLodge ...... e

Isaac J. Lockwood, .. ..Acacia Lodge, 85........ ..Connectiout,
Leonard D. Cross..........Rising Sun ge, T...... ..Vermont,
Michael Melanphy.........8t. John’s Lodge, 1....... ‘ ... Islé of Malta.
Samuel M. Hargett........8t. John’s Lodge, 8.............. Newbern, N. O.
Wm. Doddridge...........Gardner Lodge, 578.......... .. Ilinois.. .

Eliza Hammeatt..... ..... Widow of & Boston mason. She is a Spiritualist, and
is travelling over the country with a letter from her son, who (if a mason),
has given her & sort of character certificate.  8he is-voluble, but has no
masonic claim, ..... T

been warned by other Relief Boards, with due credit to the organization discov-
ering them: -
* 7 7'BY BALTIMORE BOARD OF RELIEP,

W. W. Madra, ase ...gueen City Lodge...............Buffalo, N, Y,
'W. R. Dudley. .Norfolk Lodge . Virginia.
Julius Koch..." .Wieland Lodge, 714. .. .New York City.
Ida T. Bogardus . :Excelsior ge, 195. New Yark City.
‘William Roberts.. .Mount Moriah Lodge. .Philadelphia.
Paul C. Haller.... .8t. John’s Lodge, 915. .Alexandria, Egypt.
‘Wm. J. Tankersley. .Tangier’s Lodge, 159. .. Maryland.

Jas. Russell Walker Shamrock Lodge, 275. ... Scotland.
Edwin A, Pearson.. .Maine Lodge,20... ............Maine,
William Walker.. .Cedarville Lodge (U. D.). California.
‘Wmn. Somerville.. .Franklin Lodge, 96....... .Bouth Carolina,
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MONTREAL BOARD OF RELIEF,

‘Wallace Anderson.........Kilwinning Lodge, 17........... Scotland.

E. Masse......... [N Amicable Lodge...... ..........Massachusetts.

E. Tedman.......... +es.s.Tuscan Lodge, 99.......c00......C. R. (7).

Henry Surrah. ........... Crescent Lodge, 78.......... ... Maine.

John Ross, or John Torry..Trafalgar Lodge................. Leith, Scotland.

Alexander Frasger....... .. Lawrence Lodge, 144 ............8cotland.
LOUISVILLE BOARD OF RELIEF.

F. Fornacom............... Silurian Lodge, 471.... .........England.

J.R. Conklin.....coovnvieinnninnnennnns trerenesenone +++...Chicago.

K. J. Holmes............ ..Rochester Lodge, 600....... ++e..New York,

Herman Rossbach......... Rupprecht Lodge, 5.............Germany. -

O. F. Bell alias Robt. Hall. ges in California....... resean \

James McBrien............Lodges in Scotland..............

ST. LOUIS BOARD OF RELIEF.
. .Waddington Lodge, 398.

...(see above)......
«.s. (8€€ above)......

QGeorge Lytle....
James McBrien...
William Walker..

. .New York.

James T. Brown...... ... (8ee above)..........
Charles 8. Carter. ........ Metropolitan Lodge.........,...New York City.
T. W. Williams............Centreville Lodge, 371...........0Ohio,
A. 8, Fanning............. Bellevue Lodge, 57...... verees. JOWa,
NEWSPAPER NOTICE.
Freeman Hoyt..... ves....Lodges in Canada......... ceesen
SAN FRANCISCO BOARD OF RELIEF,
Bernard Milroy...... «evs..Cosmopolitan Lodsge, 585........ Brooklyn, N. Y.
John Darrah.............. Montreal Lodge, 37..............Montreal, Canada.

This large number of fraudulent applicants for relief is a startling exhibit of
the business carried on by impostors, and is the very best argument for the exist-
ence of masonic charitable organizations. We are in regular communication
with numerous Boards and Lodges of Relief in the United States and Canada,
from whom we receive and to whom we send such information as may be neces-
sary to the proper transaction of our business. Our notes of ‘ Warning” had
been published regularly for some time when one of them attracted the attention
of an earnest and systematic brother in Baltimore, Maryland. This brother, Dr.
D. F. PENNINGTON, was and is the able President of the Lodge of Relief in that
City, and has earned the title his brethren give him. The following extract from
his report, dated Ooctober 31, 1884, is interesting as showing how necessary a sys-
tem of charitable disbursement is : .

¢ 8ince the institution of the Masonic Lodge of Relief in this City, the question
of dispensing its charity to the worthy, and adopting a means of suppressing the
unworthy, has been a question of much moment. During the term just closed,
the Lodge of Relief has been in correspondence with all the Grand Jurisdictions
of the United States, Canada, and parts of Europe, for the purpose of effecting
& more thorough system of dispensing masonic charity to the worthy, and to put
8 check upon the numerous impostors that are daily presenting themselves for
relief. Our proposed system has been very favorably commented upon, with a
fair prospect that in the near future it will come into general practice. .
. “The experience of the Lodge of Relief during the past term with those seek-
ing assistance, has been such as to lead to the belief that fully two-thirds of the
applicants are unworthy. Correspondence with other jurisdictions develope the
fact that we are not alone in our experience, but that it is evident that & number
of beats have been trming the country, working masonic bodies in all directions.

“These facts are uced by our system of exchange, which we hope to make
more perfect in the future, and by which it is confidently expected that an effectual
stop vinl;. be put to all, or at least a greater portion, of the impositions on masonio
ohari Yo
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Bro. PeNxiNaTOX has been ably assisted in his 1abors by Bro. C. R. FIrz GERALD
of Buffalo, Bro. H. JoNEs of 8an Francisco, by the Secretary of this Board, and
by several other enthusiastic brethren. We hope to make professional masonic
mendicancy an almost impossible thing ; but in order to succeed we must have
the support and co-operation of all the lodges in this City and Brooklyn. A-simple
plan will accomplish a good result ; every lodge in the two cities having applicants
for relief should send the name of the applicant, the lodge from which he claims
to hail, and a short description of him, to the S8ecretary of this Board, not only that
& proper list could be kept by him, but that he could send immediate notice to the
lodge in case the applicant was an improper subject for relief.

‘We are informed that objection has been made to the pithy and facetious notices
of ¢ Warning ” sent out by our Secretary. That officer says his only object in thus
wording his notices is to attract the attention of brethren to the name, lodge, and
description, so that they may be remembered and the fraud caught. The ques-
tion might well be asked : What consideration is an impostor entitled to that his
feelings (!) should be spared ?

The Board has during the year continued the policy of sending applicants to
their homes in foreign countries, when so desired by them, rather than pay the
cost of their maintenance here for an indefinite time, or until information could
be obtained as to their masonic worthiness, The number 8o sent was eleven.

No application has been made to us during the year for burial in the Board of
Relief plot at Cypress Hills Cemetery, and in consequence we have not been sub-
Jected to any expenditure upon that account.

We feel impelled to reiterate the reasons why our Board should receive t