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ORIGINAL DEDICATION.

TO
WILLIAM PERFECT, ESQ.,

PROVINCIAL GEAND MASTER FOR THE COUNTY OF KENT.

R. W. S, axp BrorEER :—When I consider your
very high and respectable attainments in the science
of Masonry, as well as of all the other arts and sciences ;
and reflect that you should have heard the following
small proofs of study with such a degree of partiality,
as not only to encourage their publication, but also
to permit their dedication to your name; I cannot
but ascribe this condescension more to your love of
the religious and moral parts of our Royal Order, than
to any merit you can possibly see in those feeble pro-
ductions, which are now delivered to your perusal.

That this religious predilection may be continued
to you with all its happy benefits, and may it close
(however far distant I have every reason to wish that
period may be), may it close your present existence
in all its calm serenity and peace, and open your future
state in all the fulness of everlasting felicity, prays
very sincerely,

Your very affectionate Brother,
And ever obliged
Humble Servant,

J. INWOOD.
Ruorory Housm, 8T. PAouL's, DEPTFORD,

April, 1799.
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MASONIC DOCTRINES.

PRELIMINARY REMARKS
ON THE MASONIC TESTS OF THE EIGHTEENTH CENTURY.
BY THE EDITOR.

“ It is strange to see with what greedinesse this ayrie chameleon, bei
all lungs and winde, will swallow a receite of newes, as if it were ph:
call ; yea, with what frontlesse insinuation he will serve himselfe into
the ac?luaintunce of some knowing éntelligencers, who, trying the cask
by his hollow sound, do familiarly gull him.”—Wanzzs.

“ Guard thy secret from another; intrust it not; for he who intrust-
eth a secret, hath lost it.”—ARaBIAN PrOVERB.

In the earliest times when the motions of the heavenly
bodies attracted the notice of mankind, curiosity prompted
them to make observations, to institute enquiries, and to
endeavour to find out the reason why these luminous
orbs moved with such regularity and exactness, and to
discover the laws by which their singular revolutions
were %overned. By such means, in a few generations,

t discoveries were made, and abstruse speculations
came familiar to the philosophic mind. But it is &
question whether they were orginally actuated by any
motive more powerful than curiosity ; and whether they
ever entertained an opinion that their researches would
have an effect on civilization or the general happiness,of
mankind. The gratification which they derived from
contemplating the beauty of the firmament, studded, on
a dark night, with thousands of burnished stars in various
interesting positions, some stationary, others moving
majestically on their accustomed course ; and all uniti
to impress the beholder with a magnificent idea of the
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Creator of such a wonderful display of worlds piled on
worlds, till the imagination became exhausted by the
intensity of its own reflections—appears to have been the
extent of their wishes.

To compare small things with great, the same course
is pursued by too many who have been initiated into the
Order of Freemasonry. They first perceive its rank and
estimation in the eye of the world; they observe that it
sustains a brilliant reputation; and curiosity induces
them to enter a lodge, that the{l may ascertain the pro-
cess by which this reputation has been attained. The
emblems of the craft attract the candidate’s attention, as
the stars of heaven invite the admiration of the beholder.
He contemplates their form—he enquires their meaning,
symbolical and moral—and, having ascertained this, he
seeks no farther; thus losing the true beauty of the
application, and remaining ignorant of the manner in
which the sublime lessons which they embody operate
to promote the influence of Freemasonry, and the benefit
of the fraternity at large. Like a boy blowing soap
bubbles from a tobacco-pipe, and pleased with the %eauty
of the colours which they display as they rise gradually
mto the air, but totally ignorant of the science they
display, and of the recondite problem which he is uncon-
sciously working out.

Yet these symbols frequently embody the very essence,
not only of Freemasonry, but also of the worship of the
Deity. Bardwell, speaking of Masonry, says :—* Reli-
gion, being the parent of architecture—and a style, a
symbol, device, or emblem, appro riated at first to reli-
gion, and to nothing else—its object is to produce a
religious abstraction or recollection in the spectator ; the
effect is heightened by its antiquity, and a certain mys-
tery veiling it. It follows, then, that all styles of archi-
tecture are hieroglyphics upon a large scale, exhibiting,
to the heedful eye, forms of worship widely differing from
eagh other, and proving that in almost every religion with
which we are acquainted, the form of the temple is the
hiero of its God, or of the peculiar opinions of his
votaries.”

Such superficial Masons reflect very little credit on the
institution, whatever their rank in life may be; for it is
the internal, and not the external condition of a man that
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Masonry regards. Our late Grand Master the Duke of
Sussex pursued a different course. He tells us himself—
« when I first determined to link myself with this noble
institution, it was a matter of very serious consideration
with me; and I can assure the brethren that it was at a
eriod when, at least, I had the power of well consider-

ing the matter; for it was not in the bo{yish days of my
youth, but at the more mature age of twenty-five or
twenty-six years. I did not take it up as a light and
trivial matter, but as a grave and serious concern of m
life. I worked my way diligently, passing through ail
the different offices of Junior and Senior Warden, Master
of a Lodge, then Deputy Grand Master, until I finally
closed it by the proud station which I have now the
honour to hold. Therefore, baving studied it, having re-
flected upon it, I know the value of the institution ; and
I may venture to say, that in all my transaotions through
life, the rules and principles laid down and prescribed
our Order have been, to the best of my faculties, strictly
followed. And if I have been of any use to society at
large, it must be attributed, in a great degree, to the im-

tus derived from Masonry.”

And this is the course which every brother should

ursue from the moment of his initiation, otherwise his

giwmry will be useless to himself, and of no value to
those whom hss example ought to influence. It is but
too true, however, that there are many who know little
more about the real nature of the institution, than the
cowans themselves; and this is not a complaint that
applies exclusivey to the present period; for it has cha-
racterized all time. Nor does the masonic society stand
alone in having incurious and careless members—the
charge applies equally to all other public bodies of men ;
and even Christianity—blessed Christianity—all power-
ful to the salvation of the human soul—is inundated with
apathetic believers (if believers they be, notwithstand-
ing their ba.pt;ismzl who make shipwreck of their faith,
and live as though they had no responsibility, nor any
souls to save.

This lamentable carelessness of some who have been
initiated into Masonry, has, in all ages, made it ne
to guard the avenues of our lodges with TEsTs; with-
out a knowledge of which none can approach the altar
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where the Book of Wisdom is openly displayed. Many
candidates are satisfied with being eligible to attend the
lodges on public and festive occasions; to form a part of
8 prooession where the honours of Masonry are exposed
to view ; and to enjoy the credit of belonging to a society
which has the merited reputation of doing so much good;
of relieving the distresses of the widow; of educating
and clothing the destitute orphan, whether male or
female ; of providing for the necessities of those whom
unforseen misfortune may have cast down from a repu-
table station in life ; of furnishing annuities for the aged,
and an asylum to receive the worthy brother of humble
rank, at a period of life when his energies are exhausted,
and his strength decayed ; thus gladdening his eyes with
& gleam of sunshine and happiness before they are closed
for ever.

When Masons appear in procession, the public are
reminded of these essential benefits; and they become
universal topics of conversation and approval ; which is
one reason why many good and worthy characters are
induced to enter the fraternity after one of these masonic
formalities has been exhibited. The public appearance
of the fraternity on particular occasions has been enjoin-
ed by the Grand Lodge, from the very revival of Masonry,
a8 being perfeotly in keeping with the principles of the
art ; and was observed as a great solemnity throughout
the last century ; the highest officers of the Order not
disdaining to be present at these interesting exhibitions;
:ndlthe places of each officer and brother were regulated

y law.!

The beauty and utility of our processions are not at
all affected by the fact that they were the subject of
ridicule or pasquinade ; for the most sacred of all institu-
tions has not escaped the censure of bad men* The

' Vide Anderson’s Const. Ed. 1738, sub anno 1724, et passim.

8 But what evil impression can such a burlesque as the following
create in any vell-regulated mind? It is calculated only for the very
lowest of society—for those who never could be itted to the
sacred floor of s Masons’ lodge ; and, therefore, let them laugh, the Order
remains apscathed. The followi uinade apmd in 1742 : “ The
solernn and stately procession of &e hxsons tylers in m
cockades and liveries, being the colour ordained for the Sword-
of state. They, as the youngest Entered Prentices, are to guard tho
Jodge with a drawn sword from all cowans and eaves-droppers, 4. e.
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anti-processionists of the present day, in order to throw
discredit on the practice, compared them with the inde-
cent orgies of the bacchanalia. Thus Fellows, an Ame-
rican writer against Masonry, says: ¢ The masonic pro-
cessions are identically the same thing as those of the
bacchanals, but got up with more taste and refinement,
owing to the influence of civilization. In these are
carried a box or chest called the Lodge, about which
much secrecy is pretended, and which is kept covered
from the eyes of the profane or uninitiated. The utmost
decorum is observed, and homage paid to the sacred con-
tents of the mysterious chest.” But processions form
the very essence of every ancient institution which had
the most remote alliance with religion ; and the excel-
lence of Masonry, in all its degreea is derived, in a
measure, from processional observances. Each private
ceremony is attended by some processional movement ;
and public processions are used on the most solemn occa~
sions. We visit the house of God in public to offer up
our prayers and praises for mercies and blessings; we
attend in a body to show the world our mutual attach-
ment as a band of brothers; we are arranged in a set
form, to exhibit the beauty of our system, constructed
on the most harmonious proportions, and modelled into
a series of imperceptible gmges of rank, which cement
and unite us in that indissoluble chain of sincere affection,
which is so well understood by Master Masons, and blend
the attributes of equality and subordination in a balance
80 nice and equable, that the concord between rulers and
brethren is never subject to violation, while we meet on
the level and part on the square.

Added to the credit of being a member of such an
institution, some superficial Masons attend the lodge for

listeners, lest they should discover the incomprehensible mysteries of
Masonry. A gmd chorus of instruments; to wit—four sackbats, or
cows’ horne; six Hottentot hautboys; four tinkling cymbals, or tea
canisters with broken glass in them ; four shovels and brushes ; two dou-
ble bass dripping pans; a tenor frying pen; a salt box in delasol ; and
s of tubs. Entered Prentices, sm%ly clothed, giving the
m.:‘é md'fl and o pee :l“hed?cul i ""‘“m
i magnificently ridiculous, beyond all human
and conceivi On the right the Grand Master Poney, with the com-
gmfothvi:n?vva.sppmdmt t0 a blue ribbon round his neck, &o.”
he jam satis
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the sake of its refreshments, to which they are inordi-
nately attached; when in fact refreshment is onmly in-
tended as a subordinate item in the gractice of Masonry.
I am quite ready to admit that the hour of refreshment
is very attractive, which is probably the reason why so
many prefer it to the graver business of the lodge. It
has been said that man is not by nature a working
animal ; and the proposition is illustrated by the disin-
clination of those wgo have fallen desperately in love
with masonic refreshment, to participate freely in its
labours. For such Brethren as these, a certain portion
of masonic knowledge, as a test to secure their admission
to the lodge in all its degrees, becomes indispensable ;
otherwise they would be Masons in nothing but the name.
And although these tests may appear abstractedly, very
trivial in their nature and tendency, yet they have fre-
quently led to something better ; because their signifi-
cation is usually recondite, and embodies matters of
much greater import than their exterior appears to
promise. S

One cogent reason why our Brethren of the last cen-
tury adopted a series of tests to distinguish the cowan
from the true and faithful Brother, is found in the fact,
that the entire system of speculative Masonry is con-
tained in the Holy Scriptures. The Old Testament
presents us with its history and legend, its and
symbols; and the New Testament with its morality, and
the explanation of those allegorical references which were
a sealed Book until the appearance of the Messiah upon
earth, and the revelation of his gospel. Now as the

ticular tests where all this information might be
ound, were freely circulated amongst the Brethren in
manuscript if not in print,® a few stray copies might get
into the hands of uninitiated persons, aug a superficial
knowledge of our references might be thus attained ; and
without some certain tests, as a means of detecting im-
posture, a bold man, even with such slight pretensions,
might have succeeded in introducing himself into a lodge,

3 I have in my possession & MS. of this kind, written about the year
1764 ; it contains upwards of & hundred and fifty texts, with their respeo.
tive references : and & copy of anotber, written about the year 1780,
contains nearly a ki texts, many of them differing from the
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where the officers were careless about the admission of
visitors, and the Senior Entered Apprentice was remiss
in the discharge of his duties; and once there, he would
see enough to qualify him to repeat the experiment ; and
thus would become enabled to reveal truths which were
not bound upon his conscience by any obligations to
secrecy. Besides this, the world was inundated with
spurious and worthless publications,* which professed to
reveal all the mysteries of Masonry. These books undoubt-
edly contained some truths—some wheat amongst the
chaff—but they were so deeply imbedded in an undigested
mass of error and absurdity, that no one who had not
assed the north-east angle of a lodge, could possibly
isentangle truth from falsehood; and therefore these
pamphlets were rather beneficial to the Order, because
they contributed to lead the illegal enquirer into a false
path, which was sure to terminate in a wilderness where
ignorance and confusion reigned, and where his ideas
would be lost in a maze of ever varying conjecture.

Bishop Earle says there were in his days (and we are
not without them{ s class of meddlers, who ¢ thrust
themselves violently into all employments, unsent for,
unfeed, and many times unthanked; and his part in it
is only an eager bustling that rather keeps ado than does
anything. He will take you aside and question you
of your affair, and listen with both ears (cowan like) and
look earnestly, and then it is nothing so much yours as
his.””® If such an one, by any accident, should stumble
upon some trifling masonic truth, his knowledge was
counterbalanced and rendered useless by the absence of
correct instruction as to the manner of communicating
it; for the technicality of our mode of communication
constitutes an unchangeable test which forms an insuper-
able obstacle to the agmission of any uninitiated person ;
and it is that alone by which a true Brother can succeed
in making himself known as a Mason.

The author of the Freemason’s Lexicon very truly
observes, * some of the ceremonies of initiation, and ex-
planations of many of the symbols made use of by the
ancients in their mysteries, have been discovered and
printed, and our chiefs and rulers must expect that this

¢ See Golden Remains, vol. i., p. 17. § Microcosmography, Ixiv.
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will also be the case with respect to Freemasonry; but
those ceremonies and symbols cannot be the true secrets
of Freemasonry ; they bear in themselves sufficient proofs
of their insufficiency to bind mankind to the Order,
cially that class whom we find most devotedly attached
to it; viz. the most liberal, the most enlightened, the
most wise, and the most truly pious amongst the family
of mankind. The Christian religion hath also its sym-
bols. The bull is an emblem of strength, and the lamb
of patience; but the man whose knowledge of the
Chnistian religion extends no further than to be able to
state the names of the various emblems which are used,
and what those emblems represent, has no great reason
to pride himself upon his knowledge of the Christian
religion, and much less claim has he to the comforts and
hopes held forth to the true disciples of the meek and
lowly Jesus. Even so is it with a knowledge of the
ceremonies of Freemasonry, and of the symbols used in
those ceremonies—the sEcrET is of a more exalted and
refined nature.”

The unmerited hostility with which Freemasonry was
assailed by all classes of people during almost the whole
of the last century, and the idle objections which were
raised to impede its progress, constituted another sound
reason which induced the fraternity to guard their exclu-
sive privileges, and protect their recondite secrets with
tests of such a peculiar nature as to set at defiance all the
attempts of cowans and unworthy persons to penetrate
the mystery which was so carefully guarded. Those who
flattered themselves that they had acquired some slight
knowledge of the institution, were paralized by the exist-
ence of a regulation which threw them immeasurabl
back upon their pristine ignorance, and defeated their
exertions to recover their former position, which, in reality,
was nothing more than a false light that had no existence
but in their own heated imagination. The lodges were
freely open to men of honour and integrity ; but there
existed a feverish desire to acquire a knowledge of masonio
secrets without the process of initiation; and it was the
disappointment which attended all their efforts to ac-
complish this illegal purpose, that converted neutrals into
enemies, and augmented the ranks of our opponents with
active and rancorous partisans.
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There is no imstance on record in’thé Mstoryof the
world, where any public body of men have been 86 much
vituperated, ve exhibited thesame forbearance.
Brotherly love and charity form the bpsis of the Oxder,
and the brethren of the last century practised these sub~
Jime virtues in their purity. It was a saying of Socrates
thdt the duty of'a man is “to do good to his friends, and
to make Iriends of his enemies.” This conduct was pur-
sued b{' the Freemasons with the most triumphant suc-
cess. ' They engaged in po controversy ; and when the
oondescended to reply to sny ecalumay, it was wi

mildness and courtesy—thus azowing that the principles
which were inculcated in the lodge, were reduced to
ractice in their intercourse with the world ; and demon-
strating, beyond all contradiction, that the truths of
Masonry were operative, and produced a beneficial effeck
upon the mind and manners of thase fuvoured few, who
had been admitted within the sacred precincta of the
e,t0 imbibe the beneficent instructions of huniani
and benevolenée, from the fountain head of wisdom an
experience. - . N ‘ ‘ .
_ The masonjc tests of different ages have varied very
considerably’; and there are few brethren of our own
times who would be able to interpret the following,
-which constituted the tests at the beginning of the last
éentury, They were not, 1 believe, evjoiped by the
Grand Lodge, who, generally speaking, left their man-
agement to the discretion of the brethren; and I know
of no test which obtained the public sanction of the
Grand Lodge, except that unforfubate change of land-
marks in 1740, which drew down upon them the odious

: . ITBGOTHATE | |
 Wht ig the place of the Senior Kntered, Appreative?
,Whatmthgmdlighw? . SR
* How onght the Master to be served o :
What is the punishment of & cowan ? .

AR

bat is the ki T
Wit i tho oo ,;3‘*:".:2.0.,
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"* These questions may be considered trivial, but in

reality they were of greatimportance, and included some

of the protoundest mysteries of the craft. Nothing ouglit
to be pronounced trifling until its merits have been can-
didly examined, and its claims to notice fairly investigated.

If, after such a process, they turn out to be worthless,

let them be rejected, and their pretensions acattered to-

the four winds of heavén. 1Itis, however, true in physics
as well as in morals, that the most insignificant thingq,
according to outward appearance, often possess an in-
herent value which is unappreciable by common natures.

The diamond, when taken from the mine, is & small,

rough, and unsightly stone; but it contains, under such

an unpromising exterior, a gem of the highest value. A

single drop of eroton oil, or prussic acid, under Ero T

restrictions, contains virtues of incalculable worth; but

if misapplied'by ignorant practitioners, is pregnant with
the most alarming and fatal effects. ) ‘

In like manner, a single masonic question, how puerile
eoever it may appear, is frequently, in the hands of an
expert master of the art, the depository of most import-
ant seorets, the just application of which will materially
contribute to promots the best interesta of mankind,
both temporsal and spiritual ; but when placed at the
disposal of a cowan, however he may have acquired pas-
session of its ordinarg meaning, will end in nothi

than an exposure of his ignorance, and will consequently

overwhelm him with shame and disgrace. T

The tests used about the middle of the century, varied
considerably from the above; for, although some of the
ﬂuﬁons correspond with them, the answers were ver{

ifferent. I have not been fortunate enough to meet wit

a correct list of these tests, but the following formed a

rtion of them ; and I have reason to believe that the
initlal letters were omitted. ‘

How ought a Mason to be clothed ?
were you born ?

‘Where were you born ?

H
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. Wbt nfls name? - . - ce ‘

. With what have yon worked .
‘What do you mean by acacia? ,

- How old are you? o

The wuse of tests has ever been considered as a matter
of great imrortance' amongst the fraternity ; and hence
they have always been carefully taught to every initiated
brother as he advanced in masonic knowledge, proceed-
ing gradually through the degrees of symbolical Masonry,
A separate portion of the tests was committed to him at
each step; but the explanation of those which were at-
tached to a superior degree was withheld until he was
fully qualified to receive it, by being peassed or raised.
These tests were something like the conundrums of the
present day—difficult of comprehension—admitting only
of one answer, which appeared to have no direct corres-
pondence with the question, and applicable only in con-
sonance with the mysterlous terms and symbols of the
institution.

The tests, or qualification-questions in use at the latter
end of the century, I can speak about with greater cer:
tainty, because they were propounded at my own inilige
tion, and I studied them with great diligence.

. Whege, are you travelling to?
.Aphe;:u‘:eﬂson&? .
" “How do you know that?
- How wﬂryon prove that to me?
. Where were yot made a Mason?
When ware you made . Mason ?
By whom wete you made s Mason ?

From whence do you come?
N Whatraeommenﬂ};:ion do you bring ?
- Any other recommmendation? . *

‘Where gre the secrets of Masonry kept?

To whom do you deliver them? o )

:* How do you deliver them?

In what manner do you serve your Mastee? = -

is your name ? .

What is the sama of your son?, .. .-

* 'If a brother were lost, where would 30“ look for him?

How should you expect to find him clothed ?

How blows & Mason’s wind 1. ' )

+ Why does it thus blow? .

; What time i it? o .
- Thesé questions appest to have been divided into three
peotious of seven points sach, but not aecording to the
fegrecs.. They . aré mape in the nasure of ulgusés, eachi
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being confined to its own appropriate class. - They were
sometimes engraven or printed on ecards for more con-
venient reference ; and the copy which was presented to
yue at my initiation by my masonic sponser (for it will be
recollected that I was 8 minor,) was engraven, and is-
pued by one of the town lodges, which I have reason te
believe is now extinet. )

" Thesa tests are doubtless of great utility ; but in their
pelection, a pure and discriminating taste has not been
always used. And as there was no authoritative law for
their regulation, much was necessarily left to the dis-
cretion of the Masters of lodges, and there are reasons
for believing that a strict uniformity has not been always
observed. In some of the American lodges a test occurs
which is ﬁrobably unsanctioned by authority. Where
does the Master hang his' hat? The French gaa—Com_—
ment dtes-vous entré dans le Temple de Salomon? This
is a very amusing employment if the object is merel
dudere cum luce ; gut there is too much levity about it
ever to become an admitted landmark of the Order.

" In the gualification questions now in use amongst the
lodges, which it will be unaecessary to introduce here,
because they are in every Mason’s hands, we discover a
decided improvement over any of their predecessors ; and
the gradual process to their present %erfection may be
intelligibly traced by a scrutiny of the three former series.
Johnson says, in his preface to his edition of Shakespeare,
that “ antiquity, like every other quality that attracts the
notice of mankind, has undoubte(%y votaries that rever-
ence it, not from reason, but from prejudice. . Some seem
to admire indiscriminately whatever has been long
served, without considering that time has sometimes
co-operated with chance. All, perhaps, are more willin
to honoyr past than present excellence; and the min
contemplates genius through the shades of age, as the
eye surveys the sun through artificial opacity.” In our
case, however, the advantage is decidedly in favour of
the moderns ; the arrangement is superior, and the selec-
tion of questions more appropriate. ‘The great moralist
goes on to say—*‘‘as among the works of nature no man
0 propio:ly ¢all a rives deep; er & mountsio high, with-
9ut the knowledge of many mountains and many riversy
® is the productions.of geuius, .mothing ean be styled
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excellent till it has been compared with other works of

the same kind. Demonstration immediately displays its
power, and bes nothing to hope or fear from the flux of
years; but works, tentative and experimental, must be’
estimated by their prorortion to the general and collec-

tive ability of man, as 1t is discovered in a long succession’
.of endeavours.” Here, then, we arrive at the very point
of enquiry which applies to the subject in hand. The’
intelligent Masons of various periods appear to have
drawn up each their series of tests; and it is only by’
collating and comparing one with the other, that we can. -
determine accurately which is entitled to the preference.

Our system of tests ses an advantage which its

edecessors wanted. It has the public sanction of the’

rand Lodge; and therefore admits of no variation’
throughout all the lodﬁes ander its jurisdiction.

The Masons of the last century had another kind of
test, or rather qualification, which was applied to eandi-’
dates for admission into the Order. It is thus expressed
in the first printed Book of Constitutions, and is repested
in all others; *“The men made Masons must be free
born, or no bondmen, of mature age and of good report,
hale and sound, not deformed or dismembered at the
time of their making. But no woman, no eunuch. ' The'
son of honest parents, a perfect youth, without maim or"
defect in Ais body.” ‘

This test ‘a%gears to cast an indirect reflection on the:
works of our Almighty Creator ; and therefore the Ma--
sons of the present day have expunged if from the statute -
book; because a man’s morals are not determined by
phynical defect of his body. In fact it appears to be
opposed to the direct commands of the gospel; for:
C&tist himself pronounced thé loss of a member of the
body of less-consequence than that of a eingle virtue or
affection of the mind. *“If thy right eye offend thee,’

Tuck it out and cast it from thee; for it is profitable

or thee that one of thy members should perish, and not*
that thy whole body should be cast into hell. And if~
thy right hand offend thee, cut it off and cast it from:
thee; for it is profitable for thee that one of thy mem-
bers should perish, and not that thy whole body should*
be cast into hell.” o s

T - eiath v. 99,80,
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TBe truth is, this ragulation was never iatended to be.
introduced into Speculative Masonry. Its appearance in
e Constitutions, however, shows how fajthfully they
were transmitted from the most ancient times; when,
in the details of operative Masonry, the want of an arm
or leg constituted a Ehysical defect which prevented a
man from practising the mechanical part of the trade or
calling, and would make him a mere drone in the hive. '
And therefore when our ancient brethren, how talented
soever they might be, were obliged to serve the usual
time as Apprentices, and Fellowcrafts, or Journeymen, .
before their genius was allowed to expand itself in the
character of Masters or architects, it was found im
sible to admit those to a partieipation in the work, who
were disabled by nature to mount a ladder, to handle a
trowel, or to make a correct application of the square,
level, or plumb-rule, for the purpose of trying and cor-
recting the irregular angles of a building—of laying lines.
snd proving horizontals—and of adjusting uprights on
their basis, to bring rude matter into due form. )
It was by this Inborious process that the architeet or
Master Mason of the middle ages rose to distinction. No
work of art, says Carl Menzel, can ever be produced by
skill and understanding alone; the inspiration of the
artist ever has been and ever must be the source of that
which confers asthetic value on his production. “A
gieoe. of architecture, in which there are any manifesta- -
jons of genius, is worked out in the same manuer as a
poem. Invention, or the ground idea of the subject,
must come first; and it is to this conception of the
fancy, that technical skill is afterwards to be applied, so
as to work it ug and to render practical in construction’
what js original iy the mere @pﬁrehension of beauty.
This is the only true process. By adopting the oppo-
site, we may indeed be able to obtain a structure in’
every respect well suited to its destination; but it can
never possess that mysterious charm which genius alone-
can bestow ; nor will it ever warm the beholder to ad-
miration, although he may not be able to deny that the
builder has performed a]l that utility requires, or mere

reason ought to demand.”

'W’l%plm
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- Por these reasons & was & standing regulation 8 'thé’
craft, that every Appredtice,  be free born, and of limbs
whole as a ought to be, and no bastard, and that
no Master or fellow take no allowance to be made Mason'
without the assent of his fellows, at the least six or seven.’
That he that be made be able in all degrees; i. e., free
born, of a good kindred, true, and no bondsman, and that’
he have his right limbs as & man ought te have.” The
above regulation is taken from a MS., copied in the reign’
of James, and now in the custody of the Lodge of Anti-:
quity. But it is a custom of a mucl higher date, and
may be traced back to the tenth century. A MS. in the
British Museum, of this date, states the regulation in
these words—° : '

* ‘The fowrthe artyeul thys moste de, .

That be no bondemon maks,
l};y ?lc&re na covetyse domt{:h,; .
olde tyme wryten y:fynde,
TKttttopmmsch beoffmﬁ!lm; '
,Andsomvmgmtaloﬁglbod .
Toke th gemetr{ﬂutya good.
The e artycul ys swythe
%::httheprentesbe%f”h [
mayster schal not, for ne vantage
Make no prentes that ys outrage;
Hyt ys to mene, a8 ye mowe here,
That he have hys lymes hole alle y-fere ; .
To the ctaft hyt were schame, i :
For ot upartyt mon of s blod, o
. 'or an U, mon o Co RN
- Bchulde do the craft but lytul good. ’ o
Thas ye mowe knowe everychon,
- The ctaft wolde have a myghty men ;
- A maymed mon he hath no myght, -
Ye mowe hyt knowe longe ger myght.

PR S

This regulation is worse than useless in lative
Masonry, and has been very judiciously rescinded. The-
only tests or qualifications which are now required in &'
candidate for ge honours of Masenry are-that ‘ he musé
be a free man, and his own master; and at the time of-
initiation be kuown te be in reputable cireumstances.
He should be a lover of the liberal arts and sciences;
unbiassed by the impreper solicitation of friends, unin-
fluensed by mercenary or other unworthy miotizess and

4
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W Ealy by s favourable. opipion of therineilin-
u, and & desire of knowledge.™» . | .. . - .
Qur_transatlantic brethren, however, ugderstand the
diaqualification literally, and defend it by arguments like
thesa, That it is ““ one.of the oldest regulations of our:
sucient craft, and arises from the originelly operative
ngture of our institution.. Whatever objections some
yltre-liberal bretbren may make to the uncharitable;
?attu:e of a law which excludes a virtuous man from eur
ellowship, because he has been unfortunate enough ta-
losa a leg or an arm, we have no right to discuss the
question. * The Ar?ulation constitutes one of the maay
pqculiu'itim that distinguish our society from all othera;
its existence continues to connect the present speoula-
tive with the former operative character of the institu-
tion ; it is an important part of gur history; and is, in
short, by universal eonsent, ene of the landmarks of the
Order. It can mever, therefore, be changed’™® Hence,
in their constitutions, the physical disabilities are thus
described: ¢ Of sufficient . natural eadewments, and the
senses of a man; with some visible way of acquiring an
honest livelihood, and of working in his craft, as becomes
the members of this most ancient and honourable fra-
ternity, who ought nof only te earn what is sufficient
for themselves and families, but likewise something to
for works of charity, and supportix'xf the true
nity of the royal craft. . Every person desiring ad-
mission, must also be upright in body, not deformed or
dismembered at the time of making ; but of hale and
éntire limbs as a man ought to be.”™ In France the
test simply is, “nul ne pourra étre présenté aux épreuves’
&'App .- . #'il n'est d’un état libre et #'il n’a recu une
éducation honnéte.” ‘

The existence of tests in any society or body of men,
proves. that such an -association is exclusive both in'its
wtinl abd in ita observances; and it is this atxibwte in.

which bas induced the guestion ‘to be askod:
-if the institution be so very bemefieial to society, why:
aot lay it open to the world, that all men may-se¢ the
light§ The answers to this enquiry sve so obviems, that:

* Gonist. Of Proposing Motabers, by. '
L. ? Nodup. Tex. p AL S Ol Oamt. g1 mk
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it will be unnecessary to regeat them here, as they will
be found in many of the following discourses very ably
handled. It will be sufficient to add briefly in this place,
that if other distinguishing characteristics of the society
are worth preserving, such as order, harmony, brotherly
‘love, &c., with the other essential virtues of Masonry,
then the attribute of exclusiveness must be preserved
with them ; for, if one be sacrificed, the remainder can-
not be prevented from falling into desuetude ; and Free-
masonry would become an institution deprived of its
responsibility and bereft of its advantages; and, like all
other associations, which admitted of the encroachments
of innovation, the saerifice of ita principles would soon
produce its utter extinction as a moral and social institu- -
tion.







SERMON.I.
UNION AM(-)NGST. MASONS.

PREACHED AT GRAVESEND, JYNE 24, 1793, ox THSB
OELEBRATION QP ST. JOHN THE BAPTINY.

“ 8irs, ye are brethren.”
AcTs vii., part of the 26th verse.

Tre great desire of that part of the world, who' are
mot yet initiated in the Masonic Order, is, to be acquainted
with that grand secrecy,! by which so many men of differ-
ent nations, languages, dispositions, views, stations, and
interests, are, above all other societies in the universe, so
united in one undivisible chain of friendship and brother-
hood; and, because this secret still remains perfect and
entire, within the limits of the Order, some ridicule us,
some slander us, and some are splenetic enough to sur-
mise much evil of us, and totally to condemn us.* . But,

1A similar called by the Greeks Gry; ‘md 3 the
French !’.w,"m use:, by-the m«%w and
sublime k from the . The griphi were a sort of enigmas,
or riddles, or conundrums, by which truth was veiled in allegory and
et by T, i of s (s 1L v b
that which js at ouce foand on the in the ssa, and Io the heavens f

The dog. the serpent, the bear.” The names of these animals ha
hu'gtmbmmmiou Seemmolthiainﬂnﬂnﬁ
Travels of Anacharsis. (Vol. iv., p 378)

3 These censures have, at the present tinse, almost dissppesred. It is
seldom that we find any ane bold enough to aocuse Masonry of prin-:
dpl&whicbm evil. Itscharacter has beem too well established

avowsl of its moral and scientific pursuits, confirmed by

ocorrect conduet of its menbers. Freemasonry has takey its position:
society, end, from its universal application and extensive

a8 & beaevolent
benefits, #;hag gaived gedien opinions from sl sorts of ‘men. .
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believe me, all ye who are not Masons believe me, as one
who dare not speak falsely before the awful presence of
Almighty God, the Grand Architect of the heavens and
the earth; believe me, that the royal Order of Masonry,
however secret, from its most early institution to the
resent moment, has nothing belonging to it, but what
18 so far from giving birth or growth to the commission
of any thing inconsistent with the strictest parts of our
holy religion, whether it respects our duty to God or
man ;® yea, so far is it from any thing of this, that every
¥art of it, if duly followed, has a direct tendency to en-
orce, and to encourage, ‘the petformance of every one
of its most holy precepts: nor do I know a more promi-
nemt and d‘istinguishing' feature it possesses, than ‘that”
which our text affords us, fof description and enforoe-
ment, i. e. * Sirs, ye are brethren.”™
As Christians, as Englishmen, nay, as members of any
society, you mast know, unless you are ignorant of every
thing that is good, and amiable, and pleasant, you muyst
know the utility, the beauty, and the perfection of union,
or unity amongst men: and though any species of unity.
may possess very great mystery, you must know, at the.
same time, that no mystery can of itself be the cause of

'8 In fact it stro;g{y enforces the daties we owe to God, our neighbour, .
abdh:urhe!ves. anl; his tliz gls: lesson dhe!::;h ti:ae bt to-a candidate
ot his initintion ; e Wi to , is
neither & Magon nor a Christias. peoparly .
1The aetive and intelligent P. G. M. for Dorset, Bro. Tucker, in an’
exvellent speech &t Weymonth, 1846, thus describes Freentdsonry : « The
institation is holy in its pu ;. it brings us inte immediate fellowship
with the Diwiag Aathor 6f our being; it instructs us how ts walk ao-
ceptably with -Him ; it teachesus & pure and holy faith, by whick it i’
sad the -just shall live; it points us to i ity and -
glory;itimpim us-with a heavenly charity, disinterested, and wn--

i
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nob be comsidered as toonooh on your time, or as
trenting the in toe secious & point of view; for the more L stady
Freameeonry, the more I am-convinced it wee -cstablished a8-w s
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sy muterial:defect to the mnity, but, in many instsnces,
f:turally tends to add much toite perfeetion and. excels
cy. By way.of description.of this assertion, let me
ask, can you describe satisfactorily te.yourselves, the
great mystery of the unity of the Trinity, which is so
essentially the glory of the ineomprebensible Deity ¥*
You must snawer, no! Angd will yeu, then, like many
fashionable and dangerous fanatics and philosophers of
the ‘present day, condemnn that-union because.you ‘are
ignorant of the cause, method, or manuer of its unity, or
how it prednees that gruad-effect the humsa mind,
which it has for ages put effected? - Surely, no! here,
then, is 4 proof that there may be great mystery in unity
and the unity so far from being condemnable on aceount of
its wmystery, that, sure, no one dare deny but that it u
iofinitely and eternally perfect.®
.observe a very great exoell af mnon ina
polltlml Bense. Perhlpn the hmtory ‘™an nowhem

Lutbemxddleagesth'l‘nmtyinllmtwm represented in' the-form
an aged maa, to represent the Father, w acrown, seafed in, the
clouds and holding forth a crucifix, or the Son of Man suspended from a
crom,uthe sign of salvation ; vhﬂe the dove, as a symbol of the Hol
Ghost, hovers over them. In spesking of this ‘representation, Lo
Lindsay, in his obgervations pn Christian Art {vol. i, p. 74), thus
“The outlines of the Saviour frequently fall within of the &thet,
probebly to denote the unity of the Godhead. This is one of the later
ons of the Bysantine oyecle; but, once introduced; it wes con-
muymmma and adopled with bat litle variation’ both south and
north of The sublimity of eonceptioh is undeniable, and I
should be loth to impute irreverence to ns for. attemptmg to
tendwvmiblewﬂxe?ethebms dimly suggested to the ear by the
mysterious imagery of the pro ; nevertheless this is a theme too
avm fer ayt $o touch upon, the earlier artists showed & wise humility
from the representation of the Father, sxceps, sy-bohedly
%ahndfmn hearen, or, dramasically, in the persem of his his Image aud
‘Thinthsm’;‘mymy?pth 8 Fmeua , although it
was & great m! n the pnnom ou,
possible that some Pythagoreans, wibing to pmtmmthamdbh
?u:;fe,ot the action of God upan all nsture, have theught that he exists
vided in every place, and. that.he informs the universe, a8 our soul
informs the body. In fact, it is not from some equivocal expressio
sad a long ‘train of principles, end conm%moes,thatwemm udgeof
the m\l sentiments of P but 3
ly by that institution which 'he fonnded s moral ty, in
whi hemndaltomof the principal. dutiea of the brethren to meditats
e.thanmndy,to .consider thameelves as being always in his presence,
ud;ommhahvombyndmhhhof Mnem,bypuyer,me&
fasion, and parisy.of heart.
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affords us any information, of any period,' like the pre-
sent, of nationsl unity.in our netional politics; and I
bueeg}m you from wha:l; wt;:ioe,dﬁke thi; union, could we
ossibly expect. any tolerable degree of success against
¥he dazing attemp{s of foreign gres’ who have og?;ned
‘their mouths against us, to swallow us up like roaring
lions; er from demestic enemies, who, like crocodiles,
bave éndeavoured to ensmare us, or, like snakes, have
endeavoured to destrey us?’ Sarely frotn no source,
mext to the interference of Divine Providence, like thig
union of sentiment, could we hope for success. Has it
_ not been a8 a sword in the bosom of tlie former, to wound
their growing spirit of mischieveus intentions, and has
it not beexr a deadly poison in the heart of the latter, to
smother, at least for-the present, the kindling flame of
their treasonable projects against our dearest privilegeés?
And even this pelitical union js not without its arystery.
It is almost an undiscoverable mystery, that a nation, so
averse to its present éngagements of war and tumult,
both frem interest and humanity of semtiment, should
almost universally unite to encourage, support, and con-
tinue the utmost exertions of that, which naturally
exhausts our wealth, draws rivers of tears from many
of our fellow-creatures’ eyes, and gives every disagrees
able sensation to all the feelings of our national and
Christian humanity. And yet, methinks, all cirevm-
stances considered, all must confess, that this unity of
sentiment, tho‘i%h gccompanied with this m{v‘:tery, is
very commendable, and we, as individuals of this great
7 At this period the co was torn in pleces by faction. Un
spirits wemnhmcd inm corner of t{e hnd,ymmg‘ mqﬂk\
amonﬁthe ple, and incfting them %o deeds of mischief, which, if
they not timely defeated, would bave piaced this fair countr;
at the mercy of & foreign invader. And this was so much apprebe
at one time, that a specific address was made to the operatives from &
el e S S i B oS, T
‘ " 1
think tﬂmwmdnot :Mm I mean OWW“:
penters, bricklayers, masons, and all other artificers, who form a valaahle
pert of the community. But this is & most lamentable mistake. Let it
only be asked, what is it that gives them employment? The answer is,

trade and commerce. Ask, then, what woeld de the consequence of
temovhg that trude and that commeree to Franee? They must avswer
onal bankruptcy, poverty, sud ruin. 'Who, thes, wilt there be,
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antions]l soclety, sdould, without -it, be in minant

T,
,aa'nl‘iore is; then, great banoﬁt in unien; and though all
are, not az?mmwd with, nor aye able to comprebend the
that union, ita mystery or secrecy is by ne
mns a sufficient reason, ner ought it to be allowed a8
areason st all, why this seerecy shoudd in any eet
suthorize those who are ignorant. ef .the secrecy to
der, defame, or condemn the unity.*
Having thus introduced my oocasiopal address, by
provmg that our Craft by no means deserves the decla-

hmtmhhmmmmudmhm,mdh
enlarge our cities and towms?! The is—n0 one, Where, then,
I the likelihood that the condition of oar mechanics would be bettered
byzny mﬂ:egomment«theeoubyr The answer is—it
impoesible: How" wretchedly, then, aro
menmiabluntndniﬂad Whm‘f’ thaMhmroon ﬁonvonid
tered, if the ehmge should actually tak
nsms‘mmnmthehmeofmr, aF:euchhvwonofM
donnﬁ-y was currently expected ; hnd ‘the opinions of all purtxes were
delivered in langnaye, whwhﬂ:mwhohmemaxpaieneed
bat. publi I‘vimﬂpeme cannet poesibly estimate. Bro, Inwood was 8 man
sreat mi and henevolence of intention, and yet we shall find ocoa
in these sermons, where opinious are expressed in a style
M u.vm strongl of political excitement. Jn fact, the whole oonntry
tmdfever and I am ald epoagh to remember that in
town where I was & achool,wbentheuboveamqonmprmbed,
met in the market-place every night, and never parted until
d in the‘:‘a:hond , and oontildu&fad bev:ith tm I;ea;tty (:l:eel‘isml
: t ‘Mnsovrywas charged a Vehicle of mystic
hy, eabalistic whiw, resl scieace, fmugism. and free tlnnkmg
th In religion and politics. Robison says, that “all the refued op
phfeal in Alsace and Lorraine nsited, and in a convention
,I)zom tthemselmunderthepa&omgeofﬂwAmu
ol ﬁqurité eultivated 2 continual ce, and eonsidered

a8 professing qne maeomc fmb. sul dwhng:ishablb
thatofotherlodges. waswedonot
; we can only infer it m aom historical e:mm:;yim

One
of its favourite danghters Theedor von der guten Rath, a}
Mnmch.beo-meaomarkabla monraesdangum charch and
stats, tbattheElecﬁor of Bavaris, after repeated admonitions, during &
gourse of five ar six wag abliged to uppreant. Anather of its
hﬁagmlodgm,umburgb caedingly obnoxieus to the
xd geveral eomouomand inenrrections. Another,
&t Pa gndmllyteﬁned into the Jacobin Club. And, in 1791, the
lodges in aud Lorraine, with those of Spire and Worms, invited
Ouatme into Gemany, and delivered Meots into his hands.” (Proofs,
huboenremhd.oveaadoverqﬂn and the
ky\lty and patriotism of MEnglmhmtma, attﬁaahﬁwum
is regordad it the histery of the country,, .. .



] e GUMNON e
anatiol of the ‘Publie, -or” of any individual, because i
bond of our union is & mystery or a secret, I shall tarn
my- stiention to the words of my text, and address
wmyself Immediately anifarﬁeuhﬂy to you my beloved
brethren of ourreyal and sacred Order, embracing tida
favourable oppertunity of admonishing you, to give your
mosbseru a attention to'all the se obligations of
that Order, that you may give no occasion to the enemy
%o blaspheme; that you. miay’ eavse. none who coms
Bonget you to regret, what we justly-style the high
privilege of admiseion; but rather, that you may give
the moat incohtestible proofs to all, both within and
awithout, that you are, not only in werd and gerofeuiom
‘but’in deed and in truth, what yoa ‘profess to be, “Brethe
Yen.10 ) ot ..
" First, we will conisider in what serise all men, and wa
in particular, as Masons, gre * brefires;” wnd afterwards
we will endeavour prastically to enforce the great duty
of this union. Now, though I am only.professedly
greaéhing to my brother Masons, you will excuse ‘me,
I endeavour to make thijs masonic meeting; in a rel-
gious sense, as useful as we can to all. And in doing
this we cannot very easily escape the observation, that
All men are brethren™ . . o
Give me leave to begin with obserring, my friend:‘i'
t¥hat you who are not Masons, lie under the same gener:
obligation to act as bretbren to us, and to-each other, as
ye do to all the world, and in particelar to each other
of our pious and ‘honourable community. For, by

' 1 The name of Brother ig not an nppelhtionfpecuﬁu to the Masoniy
Society. It is frequently usdd in scripture for 3 man of the same
m, f"““,; relation, aull for & neighbour. (Rom. ix. 3,1 John;
. i2. 17.) There is a regular gradation in the application of th1
word brother ; and i nations have a wimilar application of the term;
n England, people of the same trade or profeasion call each othed
Jbrother. .Ang,“ %o express many other ideds of similarity, we oftent
sitach meanings, no less.extensive, to this word, than are denoted by i
when it ocours in its loosext sense in Holy Writ, - - ‘
. U The lectures of that day tanght that, “ by the exetcise of brotherly'
love we are taught to regard the whole human species as one family £
the high, the low, the rich, the poor; crested by one Almnil‘uxBemg‘
and sent Snto the world for-the support and protection of other,
On thie principle, Mesonry anites men of every mnnuymd opinio!
mdmﬂmme&im:zipw 0s6 who might otherwise ha
vemained sl o perpotual distance.™ - < - S : *

L}
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creation, we are all the children of one common parent ;
of one blood the Great Architect of the world made all
the families of the earth. See the order of his work ;
he laid the broad foundation of the universe ;* he raised,
~ without axe or hammer, the circular walls of this terra-
queous globe ; he roofed it with yonder beautiful canopy,
and ornamented it with all those unnumbered and un-
measurable glittering orbs of shining light and lustre ;

erfected it in all its beauty, and furnished it with all
its utility ; and, like a workman who needed not to be
ashamed of his performance, pronounced the woundrous
fabric good, perfect, complete. Next he built the
human frame ; furnished its interior part with immor-
tality ; pronounced his creature, man, very good; sent
him forth as the inhabitant of his new made world; bid
bim multiply; and declared him the common father of
the intended human race. From this stock all our race
was propagated—all we are brethren; Adam was our
federal head, and Adam was the Son of God.”

13 The same lectures thus explained the above reference: “ At the
building of the Temple, there was not heard the sound of any axe, ham-
mer, or metal tool, throughout the whole building ; for, the stones were
hewn in the quarry, and there carved, marked, aud nambered ; the tim-
ber was felled in the forest of Lebanon, and there carved, marked. and
numbered also; from thence the materials were floated down to Jop
and then conveyed to Jerusalem, where all the parts were put together
in a wonderful manner. Thus was the excellency of the craft proved
beyond a doubt ; for, a.lthouﬁ: they were prepared at so great a distance,
yet, when put together on Mount Moriah, each part fitted with such
grfect exactness, that many eminent visitors from foreign countries

lieved it to be the work of the Great Architect of the Universe, rather
than an exertion of human ekill. This practice was in consonance with
the divine ordinances. At the erection of the tabernacle in the wilder-
ness, God commanded Moses : “ thou shalt build an altar unto the Lord
thy God ; an altar of stones; thou shalt not lift up any iron tool upon
them.” (Deut. xxvii. 5.) And again, at the building of the temple, it
is said that * the house was built of stone, made ready before it was
brought thither ; so that there was neither hammer, nor axe, nor any
tool of iron, heard in the house while it was in building.” (1 Kings,
vi. 7.) And the idea of the pollution of iron tools was so prevalent
amongst the Jews, that David, speaking of the desecration of the temple
by the heathen, says: “ ?l‘:m down the carved work thereof at once
with axes and hammers. ey have cast fire into thy sanctuary; they
bave defiled by casting down the dwelling place of thy name to the
ground.” (Psalm Ixxiv. 6, 7.)

 Hence the theosophic Masons of the continent entertained an opinion
that Adam might possibly have lived for ever, and that an elixir migh$
be prepared by art by which any man could make himself mm?rh

3
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Again, as the t provider in the course of nature,
and the riches of Providence, he daily manifests to all,
that all are brethren. 1t is for all, that his benignant sun

+ ghines, in resplendent lustre, and in unison with the
tender dews of heaven, or the cloud laden with showers,
moistens, softens, and vivifies the powers of nature ; fruc-
tifies the bowels of the earth ; clothes the meadows with
flowers, and grass, and herbage ; shoots from the hardened
branch and body of the tree, the tender blossom, and
ri{)ena the luscious fruits; dresses the gay parterre with
all its gaudy colours, and its rich perfumes; furnishes
the ten thousand hills with cattle; fills the meadows
with the lowing kine, and the bleating flocks; furnishes
the ocean with her scaly tribe, and the air with her
feathered fowl; and in ten thousand thousand instances,
proves from his general, his liberal, his benevolent pro-
vision, that he the common father is of all, and we
are brethren}

And thus they argued : “ Adam's food was holy, paradisaical, angelic,
eternal, needing no evacuation ; eaten only in the mouth, not tartarous.
Thus Paracelsus thought to attain a method, by feeding on that whereof
the stars subsist, to extend hias thread of life to whatever le: he
rleued This, therefore, i8 the true elixir, if duly and naturally col-
ected, epitomising the universe, tincturing the vital, patural, and
animal spirits, whereby the astral and elementary man may be strongg
fortified, the natural balsam radically restored, dregs obstructing

ick interiors of the powers segantzd, highly conducing to health.

d the lm lives before the flood, as well as many since, seems
to b:‘ refe to their happy knowledge of this almost paradisaical
we ”

M Bigshop Beveridge, when treating on the Nawe of God, has some
similar obeervations. He says :—“ When God speaks of himself and his
own eternal essence, he saith :—I ax TRAT I AM;—s0 when he speaks of
himself with reference to his creatures, and especially to his lgeople, he
saith :—I Am. He doth not say: I am their Light, their Life, their
Guide, their Strength, or Tower; but only, I Am. He sets as it were
his hand to a blank, that his peoKIe may write under it what the{ glease
that i8 good for them. As if he should say—are they weak am
Strength. Are they poor? Iam Riches. Are they in trouble? Iam
Oomfort. Are they sick? I am Health. Are they dying? I am Life.
Have they nothing? I am-All Things. I am Wisdom and Power ;I am
Justice and Mercy; I am Grace and Goodness; I am Glory, Beauty,

i ; Supereminency, Perfection, Allsufficiency, Eternity, Jehovah,
I am. tsoever is suitable to their nature, or convenient for them in
their several conditions, that I am; whatsoever is amiable in itself, or
desirable unto them, that I am ; whatsoever is pure and holy, whatsoever
is great or pleasant, whatsoever (;l;dgood or needful to make men happy,
that I Am. 8o that, in short, here represents himself to us gs an
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Lastly, and not the least instance, does he prove our
universal brotherhood, in the unfathomable, unlimited,
and unbounded price he paid in the blood of Jesus, for
the purchase of the world ; here none are exempted in
this mighty ransom ; he who tasted death for every man,
when expiring upon the cross, sealed with his blood the
universal bond, and in his wide-stretched arms of uni-
versal love, embraced a 3ying world, bid all to live, and
bid them live as drethren.

My friends, as men in the world, ye are all brethren ;
see, then, a8 ye return through the world, to your heaven-
ly Father, that ye fall not out by the way.

To you, my brethren, who have attached yourselves to
each other, in the grand and royal Order of Masonry,
besides these various bonds of union with which all men
are united as brethren, I address myself in reminding you
of the solemn obligations and engagements with which
we have entered into the union of brotherhood, before
God and our brethren: engagements than which nothing
can be more binding; nothing can be more sacred;
nothing can be more pious.® Recollect and feel, sirs,
with all its first intended force, that if it is possible, in
bonds stricter than the bonds of all men “ye are breth-
ren.” Brethren by bonds never to be broken, but with
the highest, deepest, broadest breach of all moral honesty,
civil integrity, and religious sincerity ; bonds in which
ye were not born; bonds into which ye were neither
entrapped, enticed, nor compelled to enter; bonds into
which ye entered by your own free will and consent;

universal good, and leaves us to make the apgliea.tion of it to ourselves,
according to our several wants, capacities, and desires, by saying only in
ge»neral, am.”

% By this sacrifice, all mankind are virtually Christians; 4. e., placed
in & capability of salvation, by embncin} the conditions prescribed in
the gospel ; and it is predicted by the Jewish prophets, that, at some
future period, when the designs of the Almightgeue about to be
completed, every inhabitant of the earth shall be converted to this
versal r:}iﬁion; and then, human passions will be at rest, wars will cease,
swords will be beaten into ploughshares, the leopard will lie down with
the kid, the wolf with the lamb ; and then, when the great sectarian dis-
tinctions of Jew and Gentile, Greek and Barbarian, shall be extinguished,
the leading principles of divine Masonry will prevail throughout all ani-
mated matter.

18 And hence the old lectures said : “ we are all equal by our creation,
but much more so by the strength of our obligation.”
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bonds from which ye might, even to the last moment
before ye entered, have easily escaped.” If, therefore,
for I must be faithful, or I forfeit the name of brother;
if therefore, as Masons, ye are not brethren, as men, ye
are worse than the worst of men.

We proceed now sra.ct{cally to enforce this great duty
of brotherhood ; and in this, though I hope my brother
Masons will feel themselves peculiarly interested, I think
the rest of the congregation have no right to seclude
themselves ; and thus, our discourse, though delivered
np‘}nlthis particular occasion, may become generally
useful.

Now, by way of plan for what is hereafter to be ad-
vanced, I believe it will be generally agreed to, that in
the order of brotherhood, their interest, their reputation,
their felicity, should be one.

First, their interest should be one; in the first publi-
cation of the gospel, it was an order in the primitive
church, that the Eossessions of all should be put into
one common stock, and all should have free access; and
according to their necessity, every one should partake.*
But such is the change of times, manners, and circum-
stances, that a common stock of this sort would, it is to
be feared, be only a common stock of general abuse;
when we say, therefore, that the interest of brotherly

v Every admission must be voluntary on the part of the candidate, for
he {s obliged to make a declaration when proposed by a friend for initia-
tjon, that * unbinssed by the improper solicitation of friends, and unin-
flnenced by mercenary or other unworthy motives, he freely and volun-
tarily offers himself & candidate for the mysteries of Masonry ; and that
he hz prompted thereto by a favourable opinion conceived of the instita-
tion, and a desire of knowledge.” In like manner, candidates in the
Grecian games were obliged to be introduced by some person of esta-
blished reputation, who should vouch for each beiig a free agent and an
honourable man.

™ Thus St. Paul says to the Galntians:r:&ou are all one by faith in
Christ Jesus. There is neither Jew nor Greek, bond nor free, male nor
fomale.” All distinctions thus done away, except those which might
arise ﬁ-ompiet‘y and virtue, the most blessed effects were produced in the -
first society of Christians. It was, indeed, a highly distinguished frates-
nity—benevolence and charity abounded—the earth became the i
of heaven—the plaintive tone of indigence was never heard, for mataal
fove and mutual ts cemented them together in an indissoluble chain
of sincere affection, which the pagans attributed to some secret spell or
elarm which had the power of inspiring violent and irresistible attach-
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union should be one, we mean not to advise the esta-
blishing a common stock for the free access of all. No!
this would, I fear, scarcely in the present day, answer its
intended purpose in any union whatever; for the exa-
mination necessary to the entrance of 8 member into any
union or society, is so relaxed, that there is scarce any
order into which almost the worst characters may not,
léy one means or other, gain admittance.® View the

ouse of Lords, the House of Commons, the Court of
Jjudicature, the Church of Christ, the army, the navy,
and amongst the rest, the Order of Masoury, and none of
these communities, I fear, are without their Judases.
Consequently, when we say the interest of any commu-
nity, or brotherhood, should be one, we on}y mean to
say, that after due trial of the worthiness of the mem-
bers of that community, or brotherhood, to which we are
united, our attempts for the interest of the worthy
members, should there be very preferably, yea, even
scrupulously, placed, or we forfeit the observance of one
of the most material credentials and bonds of union : we
give that to a stranger which is due to a brather; we
make a cruel breach in the bonds of brotherly union;
we give our brother a pain; the world a subject for
reproach; and ourselves a sting of conscience. Our
interest, therefore, with these seasonable limitations,
should be one.

1 There are some excellent obeervations on this point in Moore's Mar
sonic Magszine, U. 8. (vol. iv. p. 133), which are worth quoting. The
writer says, speahx:ge of masonic impostors, that “there are circum-
stances existing at present day, of which we cannot here par-
ticularly, but by which the fraternity and the lodges throughout the
world are exposed to the impositions of the most unprincipled; againat
which all the fortifications by which our brethren in Connecticut seem to
think themselves surrounded, are but as spider webs. In 1827, the Grand

of New York found it necessary to ordain, that no stranger, hail-
ing from any 1 in that state, should be examined by another }
without a Grand certificate ; and that law has never been repeal
But, what was necessary for the protection of the lodges of New York,
at that time, has become doubly so eince, by circumstances which have
gince occurred, which can in no way beg-uarged against, but b reqtm
Grand Lodge certificates, And we are quite certain that if the
bearted Mason in the world were to present himself to any lodge in Con~
necticut, without a Grand Lodge certificate, he would be rejected as an
impostor ; and without such a document we would not advise an Ameri-
can Mason to go to any part of Europe, intending to visit lodges, for be
would be rejected without ceremony. '
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Secondly, the reputation in brotherly union, should
be one. This is, if anything, a more particular, a more -
extensive, and a more binding duty than the other: in
the former instance & man may have many hindrances to
the performance of his duty, in its strictest sense; he
may have peculiar reasons for avoiding those kinds of
connections which shall aid a brother’s interest ; he may
belong to more peculiar societies than one, and his
interest must in duty be divided ; it may be very ill-con-
venient, and very much to his own or amily’s isadvan-
tage, which, in many circumstances, may fairly stand in
his justification, for not ¥erforming that apparent duty,
of making the interest of brotherly union one, without
some restriction. But such is the nature and obligation
in the latter, i. e. that the reputation of a brother, in
brotherly union, should be one, that a breach of it will
scarce find an excuse.®

To defame our brother, or suffer him to be defamed,
without interesting ourselves for the preservation of his
name and character, there is scarce the shadow of an
excuse to be formed. Defamation is always wicked.
Slander and evil speaking are the pests of civil society ;®
are the disgrace of every degree of religious profession ;
are the poisonous bane of all brotherly love. Defamation
is never absolutely, or indeed at all necessary ; for sup-
pose your brother has faults, are you obli%ed, because
you speak of him, to discover them ? has he no good

ualities? sure all have some good ones; make them,
then, though ever so few, the aull)iiect of your conversa-
tion, if ye must talk of him ; and if he has no good quali-

®Tn fact, when a person becomes an acknowledged member of any
society, his own repatation is so far identified with it, that it
becnmes a matter of self-preservation to defend the character of a fellow-
member, should it be attacked, because any thing which is calculated to
aﬁeﬁt:t the credit of the society, will extend to every individual connected
with it.

2 And hence Paley says: “speaking is acting, both in philosophical
strictness, and as to all moral purposes; for, if the mischief and motive
of our conduct be the same, the means which we use make no difference.
And this is in effect what our Saviour declares, (Matt. xii. 37). By thy
words thou shalt be justified, and by thy words thou shalt be condemned ;
—by thy words—as well, that is, as by thy actions: the one shall be
taken into the account as well as the other, for theyboth possess the
same property of voluntarily producing good or evil.”
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ties, speak not at all of him.2 Ifyou cannot Ronour him,
do not add to his disgrace. Defamation will always make
yourself unhappy, and often retort upon your own head.
Sirs, ye are brethren—value, then, the reputation of your
brother as you would your own ; his disgrace, especially
in the relation of it, will always be a part of your own;
and if he deserves not your love and complacency, at
least he has a demand upon your pity and commiseration.
S not evil, brethren, one of another ; he who speak-
eth evil of his brother judgeth his brother, and judgment
i8 not the prerogative of man.®

Again, lastly, in brotherly union their felicity should
be one. A proper attention to this duty of brotherly
love, will cal{) forth all the activity of every brother in
his own peculiar station, circumstances, and abilities,
whether he is old or young, high or low, rich or poor.
As all the members fitly joined, form one complete body
in the animal world ; as all the members fitly joined in
civil society form one body in the political world ; as all
the members fitly joined, form one body in the religious

® This wise direction is strictly conformable with the lectures then in
use; where we find this W: “You are not to defame a brother
yourself, nor suffer him to be defamed by others, if it be in your power
to prevent it. You must always speak as well of him in his abeence as
in his presence ; and when that cannot be done with propriety, if his
conduct be totally indefensible, you are to adopt the distingnishing virtuae
of our science, which is silence ox-secrecBel is is an art of the greatest
value, and pecaliarly aireesble to the Deity, who cets us the example,
by concealing from mankind the mysteries of his providence. The wisest
of men cannot penetrate into the arcana of heaven, nor can they divine
to-day what to-morrow will bring forth.”

g ;ndmf principle, this mth nes t‘11;'ﬁcommenda.tifo:h of l'orben,rantoh ce,
lenity, orgiveness, mixes wi writings of the ic
Ther{, are mo::gl quotations in the Fathers, of texts which r:ﬂ):e to thlg

ints, than of any other. The sayings of Jesus Christ had struck them.

olycarp, the disciple of St. John, exhorts his readers not to render evil
for evil, railing for railing, mih;;iam striking, or cursing for csm-silge
Again, speaking of some whose viour had given great offence ; *
ye moderate,” says he, “ on this occasion, and look not upon such as ene-
mies, but call them back as suffering and erriniamembers, that ye save
your whole body.” tius, the champion of Polycarp, says : “ be ye
mild at their anger, humble at their boastings, to their
return your prayers, to their error your firmness in the faith ; when they
are cruel, be ye gentle ; not endeavouring to imitate their ways, let us be
their brethren in all kindness and moderation ; but let us be followers of
?:plig&d?’ for who was ever more unjustly used, more destitute, or more
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world, Christ the head, and Christians the members ; so
all the members of any society fitly joined, can only form
that brotherly union quite complete.* The rich add to
the sustenance of the poor ; the poor add to the comforts
of the rich; the cheerful banish the glooms from the
melancholy ; the gloomy are a seasonable check to the
levity of the wanton ; the tears of misery sometimes melt
the stony heart, and make it sensible of sublime and
heavenly pity; and the smiling commiseration of the
benevolent wij)ea away the tears of sorrow from the dis-
tressed.® And as often, I may say, as misery is lightened
by receiving relief, so often is happiness in the good and
charitable so increased, by giving relief, that with minds
thus inclined and engaged, and with hands thus employ-
ed, lift their possessors to those third heavens, where
Paul went and beard words unutterable ; where Paul
went and felt sensations indescribable.

My brethren, the profession of adding to the felicity of
others, is one of the grand and most prominent features
of Masonry ; suffer me here, then, particularly to advise,
that you fail not in the performance of that very peculiar

rt of your profession, over which the world around you

eeps a nice, a scrutinizing eye.® Let diligence, tem-

Tt is thought by some of our brethren to be highly probable that
Masoory might be introduced into Scotland about the same time as
Christianity, although there are no positive proofs of the fact ; and the
presumption is rather unfavourable to the theory ; for the early churches
were not of stone, but mere temporary buildings of timber or wicker-'
work. If there were any stone uildinf at that period, they were ex-
tremely rude, and displayed very little knowledge of the craft. It is
therefore probable that scientific or Free Masonry cannot be dated much
enrlier than the year 1126 ; for there is not a shadow of proof that the
Culdees, to whom some attribute the introduction of Freemasonry into
Scotland, had any knowl of the art.

® In Masonry the symbol of benevolence is the colour blue, which is
thus explained in one of our lectares. * This colour isnot only beautifal,
bat also imperishable; and was therefore adopted and worn by our
ancient brethren of the symbolical degrees. It is the peculiar character-
fstic of an institation which has s the test of ages, and which is as
mach distinguished by the durability of its materials or principles, as by
the beauty of its superstructure. It is an emblem of universal friendship
and benevolence; and instructs us that in the mind of a Mason those
virtues should be as expansive as the cerulean arch of heaven itself.”

M« A good and benevolent life,” says Dean Kirwan,  is the sum and
substance of religion, and the only right preparation we can make for a
happy entrance into that blessed region where sin and sorrow, strife and
discord, sball never enter. And.much more useful and gloricus would I



UNION AMONGST MASONS. 38

ce, and sobriety be the prevailing habits of your

omestic life ; that idleness amf extravagancy may never,
in any instance, cause your families to lament your want
of conjugal and parental affection. He that careth not
for his own, and eaﬁecially they of his own household,
cannot be a Mason ; he is worse than an infidel.

Let strict morality, humble piety, and warm devotion,
be the prevailing traits of your religious profession ; that
immorality, impiety, or carelessness and lukewarmness
in devotion, may not cause the Church to lament that
Masonry, united to Christianity, has lessened rather than
increased the latter.

Are you rich ? never let a Mason be accused of covet-
ousness : are you poor ? never let it be said a Mason was
discontented : but be your circumstances what they may,
always remember it 18 your duty, at least to endeavour,
to increase the felicity of others. Masons, in particular,
as the elect of God, should put on bowels of compassion ; your
addition of wisdom, both scientific and divine, which you
receive in your lectures, should make you apt to teach.
The humble condition, both of property and dress, of
mury and want, in which you were received into the

ge,” should make you, at all times, sensible of the
distresses of poverty, and all you can spare from the call
of nature, and the due care of your families, should only
remain in your possessions, as 4 ready sacrifice to the
necessities of an unfortunate, a distressed brother. Let
the distressed cottage feel the warmth of your masonic
zeal ; and, if possible, exceed even the unabating ardor
of Christian cﬁarity." At your approach, let the orphan

deem it to utter even one clumsy sentence in support of that vital object,
than be the author of all the musty folios the groaning shelves of ic
divinity ever bore. A4 new command I give unto you, that you love one

% This is an admirable recommendation ; and it refers to a ceremony
of such extrems delicacy aud besuty, that it can never be forgotten, even
by the most unobservant ; and if attended to, as its importance demands,
will produce the most beneficial results. .

® And the charity of the first Christians was fervent and operative
beyond all former An adversary gives the following descrip-
tion of it. “ It is incredible what exgedinon they use when any of their
friends are known to be in trouble. In a word, they spare noﬂnmpon
such an occasion ; for these miserable men have no doubt they be
immortal and live for ever ; therefore they contemn death, snd surrender
themselves to sufferings. Mareover, their first lawgiver hos tanght there
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cease to weep; and in the sound of your voice, let the
widow forget her sorrow. Let your amiable presence
at home be the constant felicity of your family. Let
the sincerity of your piety and devotion be a somg of
praise in the church. Let the integrity and affability
of your conduct in the world, be the subjeet of con-
versation to all those with whom you travel through
life ; and charity and benevolence the armorial bearings
of your masonic honors.
irs, ye are brethern, and as such your interest, as near
as possible, should be one; your reputation, without
restriction, should be one; your felicity, without ceasing
or restraint, should also be one.
A word or two by way of address, and I conclude. Do
ou who are not Masons, ask the secret of Masonry ?®
Bo you ask an honest man then to break his word? this
you cannot desire; however, this I assure you, without
any unwarrantable discovery, that brotherly love, orna-
mented with the immovable and also invaluable jewels
of every other social and religious duty, which naturally
spring from Faith, Hope, and Charity, are the very im-
portant and material branches of our Royal Craft ;* and

that they are all brethren, when once they have turned and renounced
the gods of the Greeks, and worship this Master of theirs who was cruci-
fied, and engage to live according to his laws. They have also a sove-
reign contempt for all the things of this world, and look upon them as
common.” (Lacian de morte . tome i. p. 565.)

® «] do not oomphin of people for seeking to learn even the most
trifling particulars of my domestic economy; but.I wish to know what
they mean to do with them when obtained. Of what use are the scraps
of information they collect with so much trouble? Have they displayed
in the pursuit anything more than the unreflecting ingenuity of the ape?
Are they capable of turning their acquisitions to any wiser or more use-
fal woonntgnBut the parallel is closer still ; for, in nine case out of ten,
the proceedings of the two animals, higher and lower, tend to mischief.
The same w of character which leads people to waste their minds
in such paltry inquisitiveness, E'r;venu them from keeping to themselves
what they may have gained. ey are afflicted with an incontinence of
knowledge, and to such an extent, that its acquisition would give little
pleasure but for the prospect of retailing it. Hence, ip, scandal,
slander, are the usual attendants upon idle curiosity ; an imbecili
becomes formidable, which would otherwise be only pitied or despised.”
(Chambers’ Journal, 1847, p. 33.)

® And are symboliged in slodgaxthe three-etaved ladder ; becanse
Masonry is founded upon faith in God, hope of immortality, and charity
to all mankind. But of these charity iz the greatest; for faith ends in
sight, hope terminates in fruition, but charity extends beyond the grave.
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all our secrets have in themselves no worse tendency.
Built on and drawn from revelation as it is, it must be
of divine original ; adorned by the beneficent actions, and
amiable virtues of thousands of the first in rank, fortune,
knowledge, and moral excellence ; of every language, of
every clime, and of every age ; it must possess an inherent
worth. As for its effects, we may truly say, it has often
been effectual to save life and property;* it has often
relieved distress ; it constantly teaches the ignorant; it
daily wipes rivers of tears from the eye of distress; it has
often reconciled the most jarring interests; it has often
converted the bitterest foes into the dearest friends.
With these recommendations, and believe me, these are
natural tendencies, it is a secret worthy the knowledge
and acquaintance of every one. '

To you, my dear brethren, I advise, pursue the valu-
able lecture with constancy, firmness, and alacrity ; each
moving on in the Square of lovely truth, within the
Compass point of integrity,® and by the rule of God’s
word, the grand descriptive part of Masonry; and,
according to your various stations, in all the rules of

metry, order, and proportion ; that when zour earthly
lodge shall be dissolved, your Jewels may be safe, and
you admitted into that more glorious lodge, where saints
and angels shall be your brethren, and the Supreme
Architect of the Universe your unspeakably great and
indescribably Grand Master; which glorious end of our

It is by the practice of these virtues that the Mason expects to find ac-
cess to Him who is the subject of faith, the object of hope, and the eter-
nal fountain of charity. .

8 Numerous instances may be found in the * Freemasons’ Quarterly
Review,” and in the second volume of this series, Lecture ii., which illus-
trate the great masonic precept—* Be ye kind and charitable to all man-
kind, but more particularly to a brother Mason.”

® This compass point 18 a profound mystery. If any one wishes to
moralize upon that point, whicg is the commencement of a line, he may
do 80 either as & geometrician or a philosopher. The Abbe Pluche says
—= if he speaks of it as a geometrician, or as & husbandman who wishes
to find out the measure of hiahud,hewilloonoeivethegoint to be the
beginning or end of measurable space ; and what he says of it is judicious,
because he now keeps within the limits of his vocation and knowledge.
Baut if he attempts to give a ghiloeophieal definition of the compass
point, he no longer knows what he says of it ; he knows not what a point
18 in natare. the definitions of it lead him often to absurdities, and
always to something incomprehensible. A point—a single point—Iis
enough to put all the schools in the world in a combustion.”
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labours, and as an eternal refreshment to our immortal
spirits, may we all enjoy, through the merits of Jesus
hrist our Lord ; to whom with the Father, and the eter-
nal Spirit of all grace and truth, be ascribed, as is most
due, eternal and everlasting praises. Amen and Amen.

PRAYER.

Eternal and Everlasting God, who, of one blood, hast
formed all the nations upon earth, who hast richly poured
down upon all the benevolent riches of thy providential
mercies ; who, in the glorious person of thy beloved Son,
hast paid a rich unfailing price for all the world ; to Thee,
eternal Gtod of love, we pray that thou wouldst give us
of that uniting Spirit, by which all thy perfections are
magnified, and all thy creatures are eternally benefited ;
that we in Thee, and thy eternal Son of love, our ever-
lasting Redeemer, may become one united brotherhood
of everlastiug truth and fidelity. Give us an united
heart of brotherly affection towards the world in general,
and each other in particular. May we be always unitedly
engaged in the furtherance of each other’s spiritual and
eternal interest, in the establishment of each other’s
reputation, and in the increase of each other’s present
and future felicity.

With all the wisdom which thou shalt give us, for it
is thou alone who givest all we enjoy, give us the diligence
of exertion to diffuse it amongst those minds that are
still, than ourselves, more unlearned ; and may we all,
from the wisest to the most ignorant, excel in that wis-
dom which cometh from above, which is pure, simple,
_ without partiality, full of good works. Yes! Lord! give
us that wisdom which is above all wisdom, ke kn
of Thee the true God, and Jesus Christ whom thou hast sent.

With all the riches which thou shalt give any of us to

, give us, we also pray Thee, the true estimation
of those riches; give us to know that they come from
Thee to us, to be dispensed abroad to others ; that those
whom thou hast blessed with riches, thou hast also ap-
pointed only as the stewards of thy treasures ; to dispose
of them to others of thy needy creatures. And may our
ears, our hearts, our hands, be open to feed the hupgry,
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to clothe the naked, to give medicine to the sick, and
comfort to the distressed. ° :

Impress thy sacred Word upon every heart, that above
and before alr things, we may all possess that true riches,
which in value is superior to the most inestimable jewel,
even the riches of thy eternal and everlasting favour;
which, when all the worldly riches shall take to them-
selves wings and flee away, may give us an eternal in-
heritance amongst them that are justified. And that
when we have done with all the trifling concerns of this
frail perishable state, when the transitory business of this
short day of human existence shall have passed its fleet~
ing course, and the Great Architect of the Universe shall
command us to close the lodge of human labour, may we
all be admitted into that great and general assembly of
the true and faithful, where Faith shall be truly realized,
Hope universally confirmed, and Love shall be the grand,
the prevailing passion of every assembled bosom.

To this great end, the salvation of our immortal souls,
bless, we pray Thee, heaveunly Father, all the dispensa-
tions of thy providence, whether prosperous or afflictive ;
bless all the social meetings of all the socities in the
world, and above all, the present ol;portunit of this
momentary adoration at the footstool of thine all-gracious
throne. May the feeble efforts of thine unworthy ser-
vant be blessed to every heart, and thy name be everlast-
ingly the glory of every masonic meeting, through Jesus
Christ the mediator for all. Amen and Amen.



SERMON II.
THE MASONIO OBLIGATIONS.

PRBACHED AT WEST MALLING, MAY 19, 1794, AT THR
ANNIVERSARY PROVINCIAL GRAND LODGE FOR THE
COUNTY OF KENT.

4 Love the Brotherhood: Fear God: Homour the King.”
1 PeTen ii.,, part of the 17th verse.

MerHINES, when I look round upon this audience,
though so resfpectable both in number and appearance, I
cannot but fancy, that I see a variety of very different
kinds of hearers. There are, methinks, first the brother-
hood; who, professing our Royal Order, which I shall
not scruple to style a very amiable sister of religion, are
come, I hope, more with a pious wish to hear the humane
and moral principles of their profession enforced, than
with any curiosity of bearing a novel preacher. They,
however, will find, whatever they before expected, that,
by the choice of my text, they are to be treated, more
with very plain dealing, and salutary exhortation, than
with novelty of sentiment, or refined composition.!

Others there are, who, perhaps, because they are not
acquainted with the secret of our Order, may be a little

10n such occasions as the above, the uninitiated part of the t:::fm-
gation attend under the expectation that they may be enligh on
some points where doubts have previously existed in their minds. Aod
it is seldom that they retire with their wishes alwq;hﬂ;er ungratified.
But still they will lose the essence of the discourse. delicate allu-
sions to Freemasonry cannot have heen rightly understood or duly a;
preciated. These sermons are chiefly remarkable for the ingenuity wi
which masonic truths have been introduced, so as to make it impossible
for an uninitiated person to detect the passages where they are embodied.
They contain a tissue of moral aphorisms extracted from the lectures of
Masonry, and interwoven with such art as to be invaluable to the curious
and assiduous brother.
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ﬁrepared for evil surmise, for ridicule, and for slander.
ow I do not positively condemn any one upon this point ;
I only say, from that too general experience of finding
many in the world ready to despise, merely because they
do not understand, that, perhaps, in so numerous a con-
gregation, there may be some such. If theye are, then,
any such here, I hope, at least for their own sakes, that
they will feel themselves totally mistaken in their ideas
of us, when I tell them, from this sacred place—where I
should, without diffidence, think it is impossible for the
most daring to dare to tell a falsehood—that, had I
searched all the records of Holy Writ, together with all
the records of Masonry, from the beginning of the works
of that Great Architect, who built the universe, to
the present day, I could not have ‘fixed upon three
admonitions to enforce, more congenial, both to the
spirit and practice of Masonry, than those, of which our
text is composed ; therefore, we deny the merit of evil
surmise, of slander, and of ridicule.?

* And these are the weapons which are usually brought to bear against
us by those who are willing to condemn what they do not understand.
Hear what the vain-glorious Major Allyn says of the institution: “The
origin of the institution is easily traced to the rude ages of the world;
to & body of mechanics, or corporation of operative workmen, who
formed signs and reg:]det‘i.ons, the more easily to carry on their work,
and to protect their . The very obligations solemnly tendered to
every member, carry the strongest internal evidence of the semi-barbarity
that prevailed at the time of the institution of the Order. In the course
of time, as society increased, and knowledge became more general, it
spread, and, embracing in its grasp other objects than at first, it enrolled
in its ranks men of the first respectability in wealth, talents, and worth.
But that there is anything intrinsically valuable in the s gymbols, or
words of Masonry, no man of sense will contend. That 18 & hidden
ascret which operates as a talismanic charm on ita possessors, every man
of intelligence—Mason or no Mason—must candidly acknowledge. It is
worse than idleness for the defenders of the Order at the present day, to
entrench themselves behind their outward show—the semblance before
the world—and to say ﬂg are in jion of superior knowledge.
‘We,” (the adversaries of Masonry) Major goes on to say, * pretend
not to act under a cover. We shall tell the truth, the whole truth, and
nothing but the truth. Masonry, it is true, has long been enlogized in
songs ; it has formed the burden of the poet’s theme, and been the subj
of the orator's performances. Fancy has been almost e in
bringing out new flowers to deck the fairy queen ; but, when we come
behind the scenes, what is the picture we behold? Are we to rest satis-
fled with the tpse dizit of others, or examine the truth for ourselves?”
(Bltual,g.ix.) I answer, examine, by all means; and the result of all
examination will be that magna est V’eritautpmmhba.
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A third class of hearers, which we expeot to find upon
these occasions, are the curious and the inquisitive. They
have heard of the secrecy of Masonry; and though the
secret has, through all ages, remained undiscovered, yet
still, a hope remains, that something may, at this time,
be advanced, leading to a discovery. My curious friends,
{ou are disappointed; and, I assure you, you are still

ikely to be disappointed. For, my friends, if we are
Masons, as we protess ourselves, our conduct is guided
by holy and divine admonition; and we are neither
slanderers, tale-bearers, nor, in any instance, and especi-
ally in that which respects our own Order, can we pos-
sib{y be, revealers of secrets. You must, therefore, my
friends, at least on my part, remain contented with that
portion of knowledge you already possess, concernin

us and our Order, till {rou acquire 1t by those lawfu
means which are established in the Royal Order, and
sent down to us from Hiram, from Solomon,? and from
all those Royal Ancients, and virtuous characters, at
this time too numerous to mention, with which this
same communion has, in all ages, been ornamented.

Thus far, however, as a8 man, a Mason, and a Christian
minjster, I am commissioned to reveal, and always ready
to assert, that in all the depths of that secrecy by which
we, in full, or in local union, distinguish ourselves from
the rest of the world, there is so far from being any
thing inconsistent to the sentiments and practice of
our text, that, as a peculiar family or people, the love of
the brotherhood, as candidates for eternity, the fear of
God, and, as citizens of an earthly kingdom and nation,
the honor of the king, are three of our brightest jewels;
thmcy"ummhjammm, three of our first and most
universa evading principles.

That %lgy we:eg not aﬁk,lsmlitea, who called them-

3« The old constitutions aver,” says Anderson, “that some short time
before the consecration of the Temple, King Hiram came from Tyre to
take a view of that mighty edifice, and to inspect the different parts
thereof, in which he was accompanied by King Solomon and the Depaty
Grand. Master Hiram Abiff; and after his view thereof declami the
Temple to be the utmost stretch of human art. Solomon hmﬁain
renewed the league with Hiram, and made him a present of the Holy
Law translated into the Syriac tongue, which, it is said, is still extant
among the Maronites and other Eastern Christians, under the name of the
old Syriac version.”
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solves of Israel, was an apostolical reproof to some
wicked Jews; that they are not all Christians who bear
the name of Christ, is, I believe all will confess, a daily
cause for Christian lamentation. Is it any wonder, then,
my friends, or is it any true stigma upon Masonry, that

ou may sometimes have known some Masons, who,
ike Jews and Christians, abusing a good profession,
neither love the brotherhood, fear God, nor honour the
king? Methinks there cannot be a mind in this congre-

ation, either ignorant or illiberal enough to give, at
east immediately, and without some reflection, an
affirmative decision, upon this question! And, if yon
do consider before you answer, I am sure you must have
the liberality to confess, that the ill conduct of one, of
ten, or of an hundred individuals, can be no true cause
of stigma, upon any profession or community. For
instance, shall the professiorr of physic be discarded and
despised, because an ignorant or careless practitioner
poisons instead of cures his patients? Shall that ex-
cellent code of laws of our constitution be condemned,
wholly condemned as unconstitutional, because there
are rapacious barristers, and pettg-fogging attorneys ?
Again, shall the church be styled a brothel, and a nursery
of covetousness and idleness, because there are some
clergymen who are unboly, unclerical, covetous, and
‘lascivious? Shall the gospel, in all its spirit of holiness,
be styled a deception and priestcraft, because many of
its members are hypocrites, enthusiasts and deceivers?
Surely, no! Surely you all have a better judgment.
And shall, then, Masonry be condemned, despised, and

‘Itisa t that it should be so; and if more circumspection
were naedg;:.thl:%mimion of candidates the evil would be avoided.
Dalcho has an excellent practical observation on the subject, which can-
not be too frequently impressed on the Fraternity. He says: “the
character of an applicant 18 to be held sacred by the Craft, and even
should he be unfit for admittance, the knowledge of his unfitness
is to be hid from all but Masons. You are to make a scrupulous investi-
gation into his character, and to reject him without hesitation if found
unworthy. This is a solemn duty we owe to the Craft; but it is also &
duty we owe to the applicant, to let the knowledge of it rest with our-
selves. Nothi:ﬁ oan justify your injuring him in the opinion of the
world, or in holding him up to society as a mark for ion to rest
m&. There are many traits in & man’s character which may render

wafit for our society, which do not detract from his conduct as &
good citisen.
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ridiculed, because some, professing themselves Masons,
have practised a conduct unworthy their high calling and
profession  Surely, no! Rather let the Order remain
as it ought to remain, unimpeached, and every defective
member, either high or low, either rich or poor, as of
every other profession, order, and community, take much
shame to himself, as being, by his ill conduect, guilty of a
threefold evil, i. e., that of disgracing himself, bringing
dishonour upon the profession or community of whic
he is s0 unworthy a member, and of hindering its profit-
able progress in the world® And you, brethren, with-
out imagining that I suspect you to be other than, as
brothers, I would-wish you, or as Masonry, properly
studied and practised, must undoubtedly make you,
suffer the word of exhortation which is contained in our
text, and which is 8o congenial to the spirit and practice
of our excellent Order.”

I begin with the first admonition : *love the brotherhood.”
And here truly I may say to you, as Moses said to the

¢ The laws of Masonry are rather stringent on this point; and provide
that no person shall be admitted without a regular proposition in open
Lodge, at least one month before his initiation, that every brother may
have an opportunity of enquiring into his character, to determine whether
he be a proper person to be admitted into the society. .And if this
provision were strictly adhered to, we should have less occasion to com-
plain of the misconduct of some of our members.

¢ 1t is a distinct law of Masonry that if the brethren holding & war-
rant for & lodge render themselves unworthy of longer possessing it, the
Grand Master may, after the Grand Lodge shall have decided on that
fact, transfer such warrant to other brethren, whom he may think deserv-
inq, with a new number, at the bottom of the lodges then on record.

“It is & remark,” says the suthor of “Stray Leaves,” (p. 152)
“{frequently hazarded about Masonry, sometimes in & friendly sud at
others in a hostile spirit, that the body, as a body, effects nothing ; that
ite influence is unfelt—unseen ; that in a social, civil, and commercial
sense, it is & nonentity. Is the accusation true or false? Of the nume-
rical strength of the society of Freemasons in this country they only can
formag:tiduwho have access to its records. In fact, the tranquilli
of the , the regularity of all its movements, the ease and quietu
with which it is ted, veil from the many its hidden att'engt'}:fl But
may not inaction be carried too far? May not quiescence pass into

ce? And the accusation of being a slothfal servaut, ¢ who
buried his talent in & napkin,’ appl{ collectively as well as singly ?—
to Bodies and Associations, as well as to distinct and isolated indivi-
duals 7 I think they may. And it is owing to the prevalence of this
opinion that the “ Freemasons’ erterliunevinw" has ocontributed 6o
much to the p ty of the Order, and beoome the acknowledged
organ of the in every quarter of the globe.
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discordant Israelites in Egypt,  Sirs, ye are brethren,”
brethren in the most extensive sense of the word. All
men, it is true, we may say, are brethren by creation; as
he who made the world, of one blood made he all the
nations upon the earth. All men also are brethren by
redemption; he who is the author of nature and the great
restorer of fallen nature, tasted death for every man, and will
in his own times and seasons bring back all things to him-
self; for as the poet says, all things were made for him,
and nothing can be lost. So far all are brethren. But ye
have still farther obligations. Obligations voluntarily
entered into, when your minds were at full maturity to
consider; when they had full liberty to have refused: yes,
Ke may be said, with a full maturit{of understanding, to

ave given yourselves wholly to the brethren, and that
with the most serious asseverations of constancy and
fraternal affection.® 1If, therefore, you are convicted of
failing in the performance of so sacred and so deliberately
engaged obligations, in what instance, I beseech you,
shall we possibly hope to find you faithful in the perform-
ance of any promise!

Having thus briefly remarked under what additional
obligations we, as Masons, are brethren, permit me faith-
fully to enforce the obligated duty of brotherly love, and
which, for brevity’s sake, we will observe, consists, first,
in gentle reproof in error ; secondly, kind instruction and
advice in ignorance and difficulties; and, thirdly, in tender
commiseration and relief in sorrow and distress. First,
brotherly love consists in gentle reproof in error; nor is
St. Paul’s benevolent definition of Love, “in that it hopeth
all things,” any kind of check to this particular exercise
of brotherly love. For should love be exercised to all
the extent of the sense which we might put upon this
expression, we must be so totally blind to each other’s
errors that one great duty, both of Christianity and of
Masonry, i. e. reproof, would never be exercised.® And

8 Our transatlantic brethren give this explanation of the term brother:
“ Freemasons are brethren, not only by common participation of the
buman nature, but as professing the same faith, as being jointly engaged
in the same labours, and as beinf united by a mutual covenant, or tie,
whence they are all 80 emphatically called brethren of the mystic tie.”

°It is uently objected by the opponents of Masonry that this
perfect brotherly love does not always subsist amongst the fraternity, and
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so far would it be from being right to exercise suck a
of love, that, ultimately, it would be attended with the
greatest mischief. God, even God, whose name and
nature is Love, correcteth, reproveth, and chastiseth those
who are in error. The goo«f parent, however indulgent,
correcteth and reproveth the faulty child. And it is
a strong cement to friendship, to give and to receive
reproof. It is the manner and disposition with which
reproof is given, which gives its essence, or takes away its
excellency. Thepropriety of the dutyis established by di-
vine and apostolical authority, the manner of its perform-
ance must in some measure depend upon circumstances,
and should at all times be guided by the spirit of our
religion, from which we may confidently say, Masonry
derives most, if not all, its precepts. In this, therefore,
I briefly advise, let love be without partiality; be not
always blind to the errors of your brother, lest he sin the
sin unto death. And let your zeal be without rancour
and fury; let not the precious balm of salutary rel)roof
break :Ke head of him you would wish to reclaim.!
Again, brotherly love consists in the kind instruction
of thy brother, wzen he is in ignorance and difficulties.
All have not abilities alike; all have not equal ‘frivilege
of education; nor will all ever exercise an equal diligence.
Let, therefore, the wise kindly instruet the ignorant. A
dispersion of knowledge will, at all times, heighten the
felicity of knowing, nor is there an instance in which we
can more particularly experience the truth of that asser-

that disputes and 'Ra.:rels are as prevalent in the lodge as in other publie
bodies of men. is fact cannot be denied. Freemasonry does not
pwﬁ-tochw-‘zlzreonrmture. Separate interests, and even a difference
of opinion, will frequently produce some degree of contention. Christ-
;:ity has failed to prevent such occurrences. How, then, can Masonry
expected to accomplish that which our holy religion finds impractio-
able? And it is for this reason that Masonry, as well as Christianity,
osntains a system of punishments a3 well as rewards.
¥ The Board of General Purposes has authority to hear and determine
all subjects of masonic complaint or irregularity, respecting lodges or in-
divideal Masons, when regui)urly brought before it, and generally to take
angaisance of all matters relating to the craft. It may proceed to sus-
on, admonition, or fine, according to the laws of the society ; and its
ision shall be final, uniess an appeal be made to the Grand Lodge.

t should any case be of so t a natare as to require the erasure
of & or the expulsion of a brother, the Board make a special
report to the Grand , with which body alone the power of

eresure and expulsion resides. tutions of , in loc.)
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tion, «that it is more blessed to give than to receive,”
than in this of teaching the ignorant, and improving the
understanding and abilities of our fellow-creatures. But
let not {our advice be as stripes, or your instructions as
goads; let brotherly kindness clothe your words, and let
not the administration of advice and instruction even
taste of the poison of bitterness and severity.

Again, brotherly love consists of tender commiseration
and relief, in sorrow and distress. Here, the eye, the ear,
the heart, the hand, are all employed. The eye sees the
wound, and drops the piteous tear; that is the true
luxury of a tear, when we weep with those who weep.
The ear hears the melancholy sighs of grief, and the
bosom heaves with the reciprocal sighs of love. The
beart participates the silent groan, and melts into soft
compassion. From the abundance of the heart, the hand
is suided to act, as well as the mouth is taught to speak;
and while the soft word of commiserating pity soothes
the despairing soul of the afflicted, the benevolent hand
of compassionate relief is liberally stretched out, to
relieve the sorrows of penury and distress.* My friends
and brethren, prove yourselves men, by the exercise of
humanity ; 'prove yourselves Christians, in this bright
imitation of your compassionate Master: Yes, prove
yourselves Masons, in the best sense of Masonry, the
sister of the religion of the Gospel, by the constant
exercise of this exalted principle of humanity; this
3iritual trait of Christianity; this highly finished jewel

Masonry, brotherly love.

We pass, my friends, hastily on, to our second admoni-

u«The great demand for mercy which there is in the world, is oc-
casioned by the scarcity of justice. The labours of love would little be
waated, if the debts of justice were everywhere paid. It is the dishon-
esty of the many that creates the 'ireat importance of the kindness that
is exhibited by the few. Dm.ini e darknees of the night we are glad
of that silver sister to the day, whose light, when the sun is in the heavens,
wedo not want. Of what do the acts of charity, for the most part,
congist, but counterworks to the operationsof injustice—but attempta to
repair those breaches in human bappiness which that enemy to it has
made—to 1 the poison that scorpion has infused? The offices of
brotherly kindnees include little more than interpositions to shield mankind
from the blows of man; to protect oppressed innocence; to defend
injured fame ; to wipe the tears which cruelty has caused to flow; to
redress the various wrongs which the unrighteous have heaped upon the
beads of mankind.” (Fawcett’s Sermons, vol. i,, p. 832.)
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tion, fear God. Do any ask, as a preliminary to their
intended entrance into our Royal Order, whether it
containe anything inconsistent with religion, or the
essence of religion—the fear of God? I answer without
hesitation, upon the credit of this sacred place, where
God dwelleth; no! Yet, that all who profess Masonry
are not religious, is as truly to be lamented, as that all
are not Christians, who bear the name of Christ, and the
profession of Christianity. But Masoury itself, in all its
sentiments, ceremonies, and profession, bears eve

characteristic of Him who built the universe, lighted,
warmed, and ornamented this world, with all those orbs
of light and heat, which beautify the canop{ of heaven,
and who, without labour, perfected the whole.? By the

% Throughout the whole of these sermouns it will be found that the
science of Freemasonry is blended with Christianity. That Freemasonry,
in the abstract, is not a system of religion, is an evident fact which no in-
telligent Mason will attempt to deny. But Bro. Inwood had studied
Freemasonry only through its lectures; and, at the period when he
flourished, they contained such unequivocal marks of an identity with
our holy religion, that he took it for ted that Freemasonry was a
Christian institntion ; and I believe ninety-nine out of every hundred
Masons, then living, were of the same opinion. Indeed, how was it pos-
sible to entertain a different belief when such passages as these were con-
tinually ringing in the ears of the brethren from the chair of the lodge?
At the very first entrance of a candidate, &c., “ To what do * # #* #*
refer? To a certain text in scripture, which says, Ask and ye shall
have, seek and ye shall find, ki and it shall be opened unto you.”
s}Matt. vii. 7). Again, “ This is the third and grand reason why all

hristian churches, chapels, and regularly constituted lodges, are placed
due east and west.”—* How do you hope to attain the spangled
of heaven? Bg the Iﬁlﬁof the three theological virtues, depicted in a
Masone’ y & er. What are thoee virtues? Faith, Hope,
and Charity.” (1 Cor. xiii.) Once more.  Faith is the evidence of
things not seen, the substance of things hoped for.” (Heb.xi.1.) “To
whom are our ] dedicated? To Nt. John the Baptist. Why to
him? He being forerunner of our Saviour, preached repentance,
and drew the firgt line of the gosﬁel Had St. Jobn the tist any
equal? He had—S8t. John the Evangelist. Why is be equal to the
Baptist? Because, coming after the former, he finished by his learning
what the other began b Ens zeal.” ‘“ Why do three rule a lodge? In
allusion to the Trinity, being three persons in the Godhead. Why
do five rule a lodge? In allusion to the birth, life, death, resurrection,
and ascension of our Saviour Jesus Christ.” And then followed a con-
cise explanation of each of these prominent events in the career of the
Redeemer, ending with these words :—* for he saith, in m{ Father's
homm mmuymawphégnfs; if it mln(‘)'tiﬁo Iwould.bavedtod you I
go to prepare a or you ; come again and receive you
unto mywelf, that where I am, there ye may be also.” (John xiv. 32, 3).
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science of Masonry, we are guided to study the order,
beauty, regularity, and usefulness of all the mighty
works in nature ; and, by its precepts and admonitions,
we are led from nature up to nature’s God. Yes, my
friends, Masonry leads us from the beautiful building of
the universe up to its Almighty Architect ; and binds
8n, in the most sacred obligations, to fear him, who can
build, and who can destroy, who can raise, and who can

ull down. Yet, not to fear with that slavish fear, as
if he delighted to destroy; but to fear with that filial
awe and reverence which becometh those who fear him
who hath built on purpose to endure; and who, though
on account of.the destruction with which Satan hath

injured his works, must change them, yet will again
make all things new, will again make all beings hap-

R

Fear him, then, with a filial fear, better expressed bz
that better word love, who, though the building hat

been injured bﬁ the defection of sin, will restore and
ornament it with all its original order, regularity, beauty,

These r.rticulurs, independent of the numerous types of Christ with
which the lectures of nry are impregnated, would be sufficient to
persuade every brother that Freemasonry and Christianity were linked
together in an indissoluble bond ; and so strongly marked that no diver
nitz of opinion on the subject might exist amongst the fraternity.

‘With such illustrations before us, how absurd the argument ap
which we see renewed by the opponents of Masonry, although refuted
over and over in, that Masoory is a 8 of deism. It has been
decried by the Romish Popes, by the deists Paine and Carlile ; it is
still vituperated by the Roman Catholic Bishops, by the Wesleyan
Methodists, and by a prelate and many hackney writers of our own
PI;totgtaut church, bo iavan ical and tractarian. mgov; cian tr?;lhcli”r

e persecutors reply. 80me we are acc! of introdacing
Christianity into the Order ; o&ers condemn us—and take great pains
to prove—that it contains no Christianity. Herod and Pontius Pilate
—Caiaphas and Judas Iscariot—bitter enemies in every other res
eordiall‘; unite in decrying an institution which possesses more evident
characteristics of every moral and social virtne than all of them put
together. Envy is the cause of it all. We have more virtne, more
m , 10Te volence, and more of the practi its of on,

orality, | nd f th cf ical frui religi
a8 8 body, than is displayed by any other exclusive society in existence ;
and, hence we are hated, and persecated, and subj to all manner
vitaperation. And all this time our defamers, like the mole, are grab-
bing in the dark, amidst mire and filth, being perfectly and I')rr:{onndly
g:orant on the subject of their lucubrations. See the “Tablet,” &
man Catholic Journal ; the “ Republican,” of Carlile; the * Ohrise
tian Remembrancer,” an Evangelical Protestant magasine; and the
“ English Oburchman,” Puseyits.
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exoellency, and usefulness ; who will again adorn it with
all its former beauty; who will cleanse all its defiled
vessels ; who will make it a beautiful temple for his own
everlasting residence; who will manifest himeelf in all
his glory, to all its inhabitants; and who will write
wpon its doors and door-posts, upon its windows and
window-frames, upon its porches and pillars, Holiness
to the Lord, felicity to all its innumerable inhabitants,
and no admission, no, no admission to pain or sorrow, or
misery, or death. My friends at large, and brethren in
Masonry, fear God, that great architect, who builds, and
no one can wholly destroy; and who will hereafter
beautify, and no one shall be able to spoil.

With our third admonition, honour the king, we shall
now hasten to conclude our subject. I am very sensible
that it is the opinion of many, that a political subject is
by no means a proper subject for pulpit disquisition, and
especially is this observation made by those with whom
our sentiments may happen to clash. The force of this
observation, I am ready at certain times, and in particu-
lar circumstances, fully to admit ; but, my friends, in the
&ment day, when the consuming flames of a political

ror have had, in so neighbouring a nation as that of
France, that destructive tendency to pull down, or uni-
versally pollute, the temples of God, and all their holy
things ;¢ to kill, banish or expose to the miserable
necessity of living upon the charity of our natiom, the
priests of the temple ; in the present day, when it is a
proof of patriotism to blaspheme God and his religion,
and to substitute for adoration a licentious liberty, and
the decrees of tyrants; when it is thought consistent
with the rights of man to deny the existence of God,
and the sovereignty of all his attributes; and to substi-
tute in the stead, a ridiculous equality, totally inconsist-
ent with the present imperfect state of man; when it

“DthnklinhnwitﬁlKeexpond all such pursuits, in his fable of
the Fly, which he makes to reason thus :—* It was the opin-
jon of many learned philosophers of the race of flies, who lived and
flourished long before my time, that this vast world which we occupy
qannot subsist more than eighteen hours. I have lived seven of these
hours ; a great age, no less than four hundred and twenty minutes of
Sime. How very few of us continue so long ! I have seen generations
born, flourish, and expire. My present are the children and
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is the united effects of religion and patriotism to lay
aside all the ideas of subordination upon which the hap-

iness of man, both in a civil and religious sense, 80 much

epended : and to substitute rapine, plunder, murder; I
a;y, when a political furor has produced such horrid
effects as these, so near us, and even among us, the
beginning of such things have made, daily make, and in
a very recent instance have particularly made so alarm-
ing an appearance; surely, then, politics become even a
necessary fpn.rt of our religion.® And in such a general
defection from every thing which is consistent with true
religion and patriotism, were we, whom God has ap-
Eointed the guides of your religious exercises, wholly to

old our peace, we might expect that the stones would
cry out against either our insensibility or our disaffec-
tion®* Ah! my beloved brethren, let us recollect, that
no where, in that wretched country, could a body of
Masons meet in the manner we are met; first to pay,
without fear or distraction, our humble and devout

grandchildren of the friends of my youth, who are now, alas! no more ;
and I must soon follow them ; for by the course of natare, though still
in health, I cannot expect to live above seven or eight minutes longer.
‘What now avails all my toil and labour in amassing honey dew on this
leaf, which I cannot live to enjoy? What the political 8 les I have
beenenﬁedin for the good of my compatriot inhabitants of the bush ;
or my philosophical studies for the benefit of our race in general, which,
in a course of minutes, will come to its end, and be buried in universal
ruin
18 Politics are not allowed to be introduced in a lodge under certain
prescribed ties; but those who are old enough to remember the ex-
. citement of the times when these sermous were written, will not be sur-
prised at the strong expressions of political feeling which occasionally
occur, and which, in the present more refined age, would scarcely be
tolerated in a grave discourse.
16 « Tt appears,” says a contemporary writer, “ from evidence not to be
doubted, that there was, and is, s grand conspiracy formed, and still
ing on, for effecting a revolution, if poesible, more tremendous than
mi‘nnca; leading to more universal plunder ; to more indiscrimi-
nate maseacre, to & more (:Bim and profiigate rejection of all religion.
Men who know nothing at all about the nature of government, are e%ully
persuaded that it is altogether a farce or an impostare ; that men living
together on the surface of the earth, have nothing to do but to share the
land eqmllx among themselves ; that equal comfort, equal corn, and
wine, and oil, and meat, and clothing, and raiment, will come, as it were

of course ; thatliﬁewillmnamyinupleamntidlm; and there will.

be nothing to dread from want or pain, from violence or fraud, from
sccident or disease.”
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addresses to our Right, our everlasting Right Worship-
ful Master above; and after that, in peaceful, social con-
verse, to eat our bread with cheerfulness, and drink our
wine with innocent mirth. And shall it, then, be thought
an impertinent intrusion in this devout exercise, to add to
brotherly love and the fear of God, the necessary admoni-
tion we are now enforcing, ¢ Honour the king?” Surely,
no! Of you I hope better things! things wise for your-
-selves, wise for your families, wise for your friends, wise
for all your fellow-citizens.” You, my beloved brethren,
all, methinks, will gladly suffer the exhortation, honour
him, who, with all his power, so fully preserves to us
the enjoyment of the present pleasant privilege, with
ten thousand more, which time permits us not to mention.
Honour him, whose eldest son 18, in the present day, the
first great ornament of your community ; and who, with
his other brothers, brethren of our royal Order, is a zeal-
ous assistant in the preservation of all your happiest
privileges. Honour him who, in union with the Lords
and Commons of the nation, forms such a constitution,
a8, with all its excellencies, is not to be found in all the
world besides.* Honour him who, in his civil capacity,

7 The address of the masonic fraternity to his Majesty George IIL., on
his providential escape from the atrocious attempt at assassination, was,
a8 ‘beEarlofMoimst:tadintheG&nd the best answer that
could be given to those who contenided that Masonry was a league against
constituted authorities; an imputation the mo::y securely to be made,

* becanse at that period there existed no o of the craft in which a
reply might be made public. The noble Earl, however, publicly contended
that it is the invaluable distinction of this free country that such a just
and unrestrained intercourse of opinions exist, as will not permit any
number of men to frequent any dangerous or disgunised society; and that
it is impossible that any profligate doctrines could be tolerated for a
moment in a lodge meeting under regular authority; because its founds-
tion-stone is—FeAr Gop, Hoxoor TE KiNG.

1 The following address was issued at the above period by the Grand
Lodge of Ireland. “The Grand Lodge of Ireland, as the constitated author-
ity and guardians of the craft, deem it incumbent on them to remind the
respective lodges of this kingdom, that it is utterly inconsistent with the
fandamental principles, the ancient charges, and the uniform practice of
Freemasons, to permit any discussions or publications on religious or
political subjects among them ; because these, of all others, are known to
arouse the worst passions of men, and excite among the kindest brethren
the most rancorous and lasting animosities. True Masonry prefers no
sect and acknowledges no party. A Mason's religion is faithfal
worship of God ; his politics, a strict obedience to the laws of the country
in which he resides ; and & most cordial and unremitting attachment to
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is, as far as human ability will permit and enable him,
the great representative of the King of Heaven. Honour
him who, as a husband, father, friend, is a shining pattern
for the best to imitate. Honour him with your words,
and speak well of his name. Honour him with your
persons, which, should his government be subverted,
would be in immediate danger. Honour him with your
fortunes, if, in the present critical moment, he should,
with the advice of his parliament, ask a portion for his
own and your defence.” This advice, I aver, is good for
all, whoever hear my voice ; but, with respect to Masons,
I scruple not to say, and woe is me, if, as a minister of
the high God and of that church of which the king is the
temporal head, woe is me, if I am not faithful to m

trust and to my commission ; if you obey not this admoni-
tion in conjunction with the other two, with zeal, steadi-
Dess, and perseverance, you, if I am not totally mistaken,
act repugnant to all the order of your community; you
forfeit, if % at all understand them, your most sacred obli-
gations ; you run, if I know anything of the matter, you
run contrary to the spirit and tenor of all your lectures.
In short, if you obey not this admonition, you are not, if
I may be permitted at all to judge, good men, nor good

his sovereign. Freemasons have sufficient opportunities of expressi
their religions angdgolitieal inions in othggo societies nnde?;x othug
ities, and sh not, any pretence whatsoever, suffer such

topics to invade the sacred retirement ofa.lodge,whichispecnli:-llz
appropriated to improve moral duties, correct human frailties, and in
cate social happiness. The Grand Lodge, therefore, in discharge of their
duty, and actuated by the most anxious solicitude for the prosperity,
honour, and unanimity of the whole masonic body of Ireland, umeutiy
uhortand%reaﬂthelodgesofthiskingdomhm&ainﬂomreligiom
and political discussions, and all publications on such subjects.”
®The Earl of Tyrone, in the Irish perliament, thus expressed his
sentiments at this exciting period :—* The concern with which the royal
mind is impressed, in vouring to suppress and put an end to the
various attempts which have been made to excite a spirit of discontent
and disturbance, and to take the moet effectual means to suppress and
prevent any attempts which may be made to effoct by viognee any
alteration in our constitution, must, to every subject, be an endear-
ing and valuable proof of his paternal affection for his people, and his
magnanimity in extending his anxiety to the preservation of peace to
surrounding nations, and of sharing with his allies the happiness which
his subjects enjoy, and his endeavours to uphold the laws of nations, and
from violation the sacred stipulations of treaties, must advance
fame and reputation, even further than his arms.”
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Masons. Excuse my freedom of speech; you have called
me to speak amongst you, and I must be faithful to God,
my conscience, and to my king. I therefore again advise,
that as good Masons, as good men, as good citizens, you
would love the brotherhood, fear God, and honour the
king. And whether in our families, in our neighbourhood,
in the church, in our lodge, or even in the cheerful, social,
festive hour, let it be the wish of the heart, and the
sound of every voice indited by the heart, that God
would save the king, and by him preserve to us all our
civil, religious, and masonic privileges ; to which I trust,
with one heart and one voice, we shall all readily say,
Amen and Amen®

Finully, my brethren, to sum up all, I would reiterate
it agsin 1n your ears, so concerning the same sentiments,
I might escape no opportunity of reaching your very
hearts ; I would reiterate it again in your ears, that to
love the brotherhood, to fear God, and to honour the
king, are each and all of them such essential character-
istics of the honourable profession of Masonry, that where
both the sentiment and practice of them do not univers-
ally prevail, whatever any man may call himself, I make
no more scruple to pronounce that he is not a good Mason,
than I shoultf hesitate to say, a thief, a murderer, a blas-
Iélﬁ;mer, aﬂsabbath-breaker, or an adulterer, is not a good

istian.

As brethren, then, in one of the first and most honour-
able communitiesin the world, let it be said of you, with
all truth, as it was once honourably said of the primitive

 Jt was provided by the ancient laws of Masonry, that kings and
othermalesopvereignssga.ll be Grand Masters for life, to preside over the
fraternity, with power to appoint a deputy, who shall share with him the
titles and honours of the craft. But if the sovereign is a female, or not
8 brother; or a minor under a regent, not a brother; or if the male

i owtheregent,thonghabrother,isneg t of the craft, then
the Grand Officers may assemble the Gran in due form to
elect & Grand Master, but not during life, only he may be annually
rechosen while he and they think fit.

% In fact he is not a Christian at all, although he may have been
baptized and received into the congregation; nor is he to be esteemed a
Mason, who violates his obligation by practices which are at variance
with the rules and precepta theOrér,althonghhemaybe uainted
wiihallimex!nmstokem. He has received the letter, but not the spirit
of Truth; and is no more a Mason, in reality, than he who has pever
pamed the sacred threshhold of a lodge. :
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Christinns, see how these Masons love. Let all malice, and
envy, and evil speaking, and wrath, and contentions,
be done away from amongst you; and be ye kindly
affectioned one towards another, with brotherly love, in
honour preferring one another. Let this one laudable
ambition excite your diligence in all your masonic labours,
and in all your scientific researches, i. e. to excel in all
those grand and prevailing traits of your professional
glory— Charity, brotherly love, benevolence, éood-will.”

As labourers and workmen uunder the Great and Grand
Architect of the Universe, I would advise you to imitate
the good Nehemiah and his laborious companions. They,
it is said, worked day and night to rebuild the walls of
the holy city ; so work ye, my brethren, not only with
scientific skill, but with never-ceasing diligence, until the
g‘rand temple of your spiritual and eternal Masonry is
ully raised to its topmost stone, with shouting of ever-
lasting adoration upon its completion, for &s walls shall
be salvation and its gates praise®

As good subjects, my brethren, honour that king,
whom, I flatter myself, I shall not dishonour, if, making
use of our professional language, I call, the grand, the
faithful, and the diligent tyler of every masonic lodge.

 Recollect the words of 8t. Paunl. “Though I speak with the
ofmenandofmgels,mdhavethegiftofprophecy,andnndmm
:rtmy,andhaveallfaithsothatl could remove mountains, and bestow

my to feed the poor, and give my body to be burned, and
yet with all these have not Charity, I am nothing more than a piece of
aonndingbnssoratinklinfcymb ” That ig, in plain words, whoever
is a stranger to the ardent love of his neighbour of mankind, is still
i t of everything parely evangelical, and for what end it was that
a ist lived and died. Af:?:‘dfeh .{;h;l,thep?;ltilnlybeloved apostﬁll:

Christ, was reproached by his disciples for cons reaching on thi
mbject—wha.tl:gshismemonble answer ? It was this: “ Because it is
&}pte&eﬁofonr Master, and whoever keeps it, shall be found perfect

fore ”

# The above refers to & hymn chanted in one of the intermediate
degrees before the Royal Arch, during the ceremonies, and may be found
in Oross’s Chart.

All hail to the morning that bids us rejoice;
The Temple's completed, exalt high each voioe;
The cape-stone is finished, our ur is o'er,
The sound of the gavel shall hail us no more.

Qompanions assemble on this da;
mﬁemion is glorious) the iey! -stone (o lay

ediﬂhe&omhobyﬁneAmientofDﬂyl,
Te bring forth the cape-stone with shouting and praise.
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He guardeth by his sceptre of political justice, righteous-
ness and love, all the privileges of our royal Order; and
by the sword of his national power, he defendeth us from
our foreign and domestic foes : and, though not a brother,
he gives us every proof that he is more valuable than
many brethren; ke is our protecting friend. As Masons,
therefore, in gratitude for these distinguished favours,
render we back, with warmest zeal, our due tribute of
honour to the king and all his illustrious family; for
where, besides here, can our honour be so justly due ?

+ PRAYER.

Let us pray for the king’s most excellent majesty, for
his illustrious queen, and For every branch of that invalu-
able family ; and as we are in duty bound, in a particular
manner, pray we, for his Royal Highness, our Grand
Master, the Prince of Wales, and every of his royal bro-
thers, who have, or who intend to honour themse{vea and
us by their union with our honourable society. May
this kingdom, gracious God, never want a Protestant
prince to wear its crown, or to sway its scepire; nor
may our Order, by any species of disloyalty, forfeit its
Eresent high respectability, of being a valuable and
onourable society, for royal union ; but may they and
we individually cherish all that reciprocal benefit of
masonic union, which arises from the true reciprocity of
high and humble worth.
our down, we pray Thee, O ! thou King of kings, thy
universal blessing upon all estates and orders of man-
kind amongst us—bless the great council of the nation—
make our great men, good men—counsel thou our counsel-
lors, and teach our senators wisdom. And that we may
never want wise and good men to bear rule, either in
church or state, let thy blessing rest in a particular
manner upon the two universities of this land, as also
upon all other schools of pious and useful education.
Bless us as a nation, in all our national concerns—pro-
tect and assist us in all our endeavours against thesubtilty
of domestic foes, and the cruel and implacable machina-
tious of all our foreign enemies. Succeed the tillage of
our country, and give us to enjoy, in due season, from
the moistenings of the early and the latter rains, and from
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the genial warmth of thy prolific sun, the timely fruits
of the earth, in all the usual plentitude of thine accus-
tomed beneficence. May the rich, as they increase in
riches, increase in gratitude to Thee, and in their liberality
to the poor; may the poor receive from the rich every
necessary relief; and though still poor, may they be con-
tented with their portion, knowing that Thou, in thine
own wisdom, knowest what is best for all.

In a particular manner, at this time, would we su
plicate thy divine favor and blessing upon this small
portion of a large community, now worshipping before
thy glorious throne; sanction, with thry divine grace and
heavenly benediction, all the pious endeavours and all
the benevolent intentions of this our sacred unity with
each other ; make all, and each of us, useful and orna-
mental members of this our very affectionate attachment ;
give to us universally the true fear of thy holy name,
that thy glory may ever rest upon us ; give us that true
brotherly affection for each other, that shall lead us to
the exercise of every Christian charity, every masonic
benevolence ; inspire us with true Christian and British
loyalty, that upon all occasions we may, if ever called
upon, be found good and steadfast subjects to our kin
and constitution—and, above all, make us devout an
zealous members of the church of Christ; that, having
thus labored in the earthly lodge of masonic piety,
charity, and integrity, we may be translated into that
perfect lodfe of eternal felicity whose builder and maker
18 the everlasting Jehovah; we beg all for the sake of
our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen and Amen.




SERMON IIL
ON FRATERNAL AFFECTION.

PREACHED AT FAVERSHAM, MAY 18, 1795, AT THE ANNI-
VERSARY PROVINCIAL GRAND LODGR FOR THR COUNTY
OF KENT.

% God is Love: and he who dwelleth in Love, dwelleth in God,
and God in him.”
1 Joarx iv., part of the 16th verse.

Ter deepest, and the most to be lamented source of
human misery, is, that in the fall of Adam we lost our
likeness to the Deity, in that first and most prevailing
characteristic of his divine nature and essence, love ; the
loss of this, which produced, or at least made way for,
envy, malice, revenge, and all those evil tempers and dis-

ositions, which now so universally prevail in the human

eart, stamped, in early day, that black and detestable
character of murderer upon Cain, and sent him forth an
accursed and detestable vagabond upon the earth. It is
the loss of this characteristic of the divine nature, in its
prevailing eﬂicac{, which in all ages of the world hath
unsheathed the bloady sword of the ambitious or cruel
warrior ; and raises nation against nation, in all the hor-
rors of strife, of envy, of contention, and of bloodshed:!

1 We have a fearful pictare of these horrid jons in one of the
visions of Quevedo. “I saw Envy,” says be, “ dressed up in a widow's
veil, and the very picture of the gouvernante of one of our noblemen’s
houses. She kest & continual fast as to the shambles, preying only upon
herself, and could not but be very thin upon so mean a diet. N{)th
came amiss to her teeth, good or bad, which made them yellow
rotten ; and the reason was, that though she bit and set her mark upon
the good and sound, she could never swallow it. Under her sat

hter Discord. She had formerly conversed with married people;
but finding no need of her assistance there, away she went to colleges
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It is the loss of this, the divinest trait of divine perfection,
which in all ages hath filled the church with controver-
sies and persecutions; and stained it with all its cruel
crimes of martyrdom and banishment. It is the loss of
this essence of the Divinity which breaketh the family
compact, and findeth to the man enemies in his own
house. It is the loss of this from the divine excellency
that was breathed into the human heart, which in every
situation causeth the friend, the neighbour, and the bro-
ther, bitterly to lament in the language of Solomon : “By
night on my bed I sought ltimwhomm;./easoullovah;I ht
kim but I found him not : I opened m ntomybelw;ﬁu
;zm had withdrawn himself and was gone : my soul failed

he spake : I sought him but I could not find kim : I called
him and he gave me no answer.”

In short, it is the loss of this characteristic of the
divine nature, ¢. e. love, from the human heart, which
embitters, where they are embittered, every connection
of human life; makes every bosom at times loathe its
own sensations; and totally unfits us for the enjoyment
of the beatific vision of God; and the more or less we
want and neglect the cultivation of this essence of the
divine perfection, so the more or less shall we ever be
like Cain of old, fruitless wanderers after happiness over
the earth, and in the sight of God detested vagabonds in
the world.?

and corporations, where, it seems, they had more already toan they knew
what to do with. Tben she took herself to courts and and offi-
ciated there as the devil's vicegerent. Next to her was Ingratitude ; and
she, out of a certain paste, made up of pride and malice, was mouldigf
of new devils. I was very much delighted at this discovery, bei

opinion, till now, that the ungrateful been the devils thems:lvu;
beeaused:‘read that the angels which fell, were made devils for their in-

ﬁm ”

% An eminent divine, who was contemporary with Bro. Inwood, thus
beautifully improves the above sentiment : * When a city is beset b
san irresistible and an exasperated enemy, and the wide-wasting sword
every moment expected within its walls, is that a for the inhabitants
to trouble the few moments of liberty or of life that are left them, by
mutual animosities, and intestine hostilitiea? Surely then, if ever, it is
a time for them to dwell together in amity. Theenemy without is enough ;
nothing but friendship should dwell within. Come, then, my fellow-mor-
tals, and let us determine to dwell in fraternal union among ourselves.
Look round and see how sickness, and pain, and death, surround us on
every side, and lay close siege to our nature. Let us forget all private
quarrels, and unite against the common foe. Let us resolve to repel
’ 5



43 SERMON ImI.

Son of the morning, how art thou fallen! Created in
the image of God, ornamented according to thy decree,
with all the amiableness of that divine perfection, love,
b{ which alone that great Supreme manifests to, and
glorifies all his perfections towards all his inferior crea-
tion, but now, through the fall of man in paradise, de-
prived of this lovely nature, and by this deprivation not
only despoiled of goodness, innocence, and felicity, buat
exposed, unless restored by means of the divine exertion,
to all the evil of sin, the malignity of Satan, and the dark-
mess of misery and death. But oh! with angels let
humaen heartsrejoice ; the God of love, unchanged though
we have fallen, seeks his favoured, though fallen creature,
and oh! wondrous love! for the cure of this defection
in the human heart, it seems, ever since it took place, to
have been the grand aim of the divine agency, in all his
transactions with the human race.

And pot only hath the Almighty, from the very begin-
ning, set an example of this divine characteristic, in re-
membering mercy in the midst of his threatened jud
ment, by sparing Adam, and giving him the promise of a
Saviour, and afterwards fulfilling that promise in all its
fullest extent, but in every age of the world hath he
exerted the same divine benevolence for our recovery,
and still in all his actions uses every different method
which infinite power and wisdom can exert, to bring man
to a participation of this his hai)py nature of love, and
to reinstate him in all that lovely likeness from which,
when he fell, his misery first began ; and to which alone
reviving, his felicity can be insured.

Observe the various methods he makes use of to effect,
in his unhappily fallen creature, this new creation. Some-
times he threatens, that he may alarm the careless;

from each other as many as we can of the nataral evils that assail us all ;

to keep off from one-another, as long a8 we can, the last enemy of usall ;

aund to 5ity and comfort one another under the prospect of Km certain
Th

either sooner or later.”

roughout all these discourses our worthy brother appears to have
been intent npon inculcating, along with Freemasonry, the purest doo-
trines of Christianity. And this was not considered inconsistent with
the character of the Order. The blessings of universal redﬁﬁon are
o toun & ittt sabjoc of ‘general ctsoumion widh any oedr

e te subject o i wi

of men who practise an universal science. i
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sometimes he entices, that he may soften the hardened ;
sometimes he calls aloud with the rolling thunders of
Mount Sinai, and makes the soul, in nature’s darkneass,
tremble at his nod; sometimes he tenderly woos with
the breathings of gentle love, wafted from Calvary’s
hill, and melts to weefing penitence his hardened mur-
derer ; sometimes he lays upon us the rod of his afflic-
tion, and, with the just discipline of a righteous master,
he endeavours to scourge the rebel from the error of his

way.

gometimes again, like a fond indulgent father, he
makes a feast, and as with the fatted calf, %repar«, for
the returning prodigal, though he sees him but at a dis-
tance, the best robe and ring. Sometimes he issues
forth his mandates, as the avenging judge, and, with a
seeming angry tone, calls the unjust steward to give an
account of his stewardship; and, with all the appearance
of incenged wrath, threatens imprisonment till the ve:
last farthing of the accumulated debt is paid, ¢. e., till
punishment effects what love could not effect, and the
rebel submits to the terms of ransom. Sometimes,
again, and that very frequently, he gently rebukes the
cruel, kindly reproves the covetous, and with authority
and long suffering he exhorts the uncharitable ; and, as
in the language of our text, tells what he himself is, and
consequently what we must be before we can be like
him, or happy in ourselves. God is love: and he who
d: inlgve,i.e.inthelovengodandhisfdlow-m
ture, dwelleth in God, and God in him.*

Here, then, my friends, we have the very native breath
of heaven, breathing through the lips of a disciple of
love, and fostering over every heart, to produce that
same lovely likeness which is the essence of the divine
nature, and which consequently must constitute the
essence of the human nature, before the latter can truly
?liitg with the former, or enjoy its own intended native

elicity.

From these words, then, my friends, it is easy to ob-
serve, that, rirst, you are excited to the exercise of your
natural duties as men, and your professional duties both

4 This is the great and animating principle both of Christianity and
Masonry ; and hence the name of 8t. John, the author of the above pas-
sage, i:{ighly venerated amongat Masons.
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as Christians and Masons, by a view of the nature of
God, God is love: and O that we, in every capacity, as
men, Christians, and especially as Masons, may look at
this our natural likeness, till, lved into its transform-
ing essence, we truly awake up after the same lovely
image. SrcoNDLY, your duty is also here described ; the
exercise of love, or the dwelling in love. And not only
80, but, TEIRDLY, for your encouragement, and as an
excitement to a peculiar zeal in this Christian disposi-
tion, the first of masonic principles, the high and glori-
ous privilege of those who imitate this divine perfection
is set forth in the strongest, most beautiful, and enchant-
ing languag:: they dwell in God and God in them; to
which, my friends, we also may add, then, that they who
exercise this amiable disposition dwell in heaven ; they
have the kingdom of heaven within them.®

Our first reflection, according to this introduction, is

the nature of God, as the grand pattern of human imita-~
tion: “God s love.” To enlarge upon this, it might be
waid of him, that this is his nature, in respect of all his
creatures above, upon, or beneath the earth, who are
capable of any kind or degree of sensation, of pain, or
‘pleasure, of happiness, or misery.
. Yes, my friends, love is his essential nature, and from
which, a8 it regards all the creatures which he hath made,
he can never change. But we shall confine the idea,
hower pleasing in its enlarged sense, and only view this
perfection of the Deity, as it looks down upon the human
race; because from this garticular view of it, we have
at this time a peculiar application to make to your pro-
fessional feelings, as I hope I shall plainly discover before
I conclude.

I begin, then, with observing, God is love; he displa
it in his creation and providence; his hand formed the
human frame, and its very external fashion for felicity
bespeaks the character of its great Creator; for we

8 The third point of masonic fellowship directs the brother, when he
offers up his eiwnlations to Almighty God, to remember the welfare of
all members of the fraternity as well as his own ; because, as the voice of
babes and sucklings ascend to the throne of grace, 8o will the breathings
'of & fervent heart ascend to the mansions of bliss; and it is commanded
in boly scripture, that prayer should be constantly offered up for the
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see or know of no other creature under the canopy of
heaven, more complete even in this respect; but if we
pass from its external form, to its internal powers, we
then, unless very depraved indeed, feel in its fullest
sbeuns:s the truth of the Apostle’s assertion, that Ged is
The internal powers of the human mind, working
upon, influencing, and acting by the external faculties o
e human body, produce, we see and feel it, a creature,
in his native excellency, so very little lower than the
that man is, in himself, beyond his own descrip-
tion. Hear the poet describe this wonderful unknown :

“ From different natures marvellously mixt,
Connection exquisite of distant worlds!
Distingunish’d in 's endless chain !
Midway from notl;i;;ﬁ to the Deity!
A beam ethereal, sullied and absorpt!

Tho’ sullied and dishonour’d, still divine!
Dim miniature of greatness absolute !
An heir of glory! a frail child of dust!
Helpless immortal ! insect infinite !
A worm! a God! I tremble in myself,
And in myself am lost |
Youxa.

Such, indeed, is man, that there is not a felicity, either
in this world or in that which is to come, which man is
incapable of. We are even lost in admiration and
wonder, when we contemplate the exquisite felicity of
seeing, hearing, feeling, tasting, smelling; senses, which
though common to the brute creation, we eni’oy 80 emi-
nentfy superior to them, that they seem scarcely the same
causes producing the same eftects” But how much

¢ The following passages of scripture are read by our transatiantie
brethren, during the admission of apeandidate into one of the degrees of
Oraft Masonry : “ The stone which the builders refused, is become the
head of the corner. (Psal. cxviii. 22.) Did you never read in the
Scriptures that the stone which the builders rejected is become the head
stone of the corner 1’ (Mat. xxi. 42. Mark. xil. 10. Luke xx.17,) This
stone, thus celebrated in Freemasonry, was our Lord and Saviour Jesus
Christ, whose love to the brethren was manifested in a life of pain, and
& death of infamy, voluntarily endured for their salvation.

' Disquisitions on the senses formed a part of the masonic lectures
which were used during the last, and at the commencement of the t
century. It was there stated that « the objects of human know| are
inoumerable ; the channels by which this knowledge is conveyed, are fow.
Among these, the peroeption of eternal things by the senses, and the in-
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more this admiration and wonder, when we contemplate
the faculties of the mind. DeeE and extensive thought,
and pleasant reflection, upon the present; recollection
and remembrance of past circumsiances ; with a sweet,
and as it were, a greedy fpm'ticipation of what is to come.
We are, by our mental faculties, acquainted with, and as
it it were enjoy, the pleasing wonders of ages fled before
our own existence ; we have a large circle of grateful
and profitable reflection, filling up the present exercise
of the soul, and we are looking forward, and participate
as it were, with an immortal flight, that unknown, that
unfathomable eternal security.

Surely, my friends, these faculties in the possession
of a created being, ought, and certainly will, it properly
considered, testify their author a source of love, and
accord with the grand truth of our text, that « God is
love.” How much more so, if we view him as the God
of Providence? Exactly consistent with his creation of

our being, as capable of every engoyment, is that ample
rovision which he hath made for us in all the vaned
uties, and the abundant riches of his providence.
That every thing around us is made purposely, or only
for us, or our enjoyment, is a vanity which does not by
any means become us; but that every thing is so order-
ed and so constructed, that we do, or may enjoy it, in a
very superior manner, should be to us at once a proof of
his goodness, and in us an excitement to gratitude and
raise.

The heavens with all those hosts of celestial lights;
the earth with all its fossils, fruits, herbs, and flowers,
with its flocks and herds upon a thousand hills ; the un-
fathomable and unbounded ocean, the rivers, lakes, and
pools, with all their scaly tribes; the air and its feathered

formation we receive from human testimony, are not the least consider-
able ; the aralogy between them is obvious. In the testimony of natare
gven by the senses, as well as in human testimony given by information,

ings are notified by signs. In one as well as the other, the mind, either
z original principles or by custom, passes from the sign to the concep-

m and belief of the thing signified. The signs in the natural language,
a8 well as the sensations producing our original meptiona, convey
similar ideas in all climates and nations, and the skill of interpreting
them, it would seem, is not acquired, but innate.” And the ition
concluded with some beautifal itions, which were ex by Dr.
Hemming i his revision of the lectares.
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inhabitants; the changing seasons of winter and summer ;
spring and autumn ; day and night; cold and heat; the
moistening shower and the drying sun ; the calm and the
tempest ; the northern blast and the southern breeze;
riches and poverty ; health and sickness; pain and ease;
labour and pleasure ; the unity of peace and the sword
of war; the exalted state of some, and the low estate of
others; in short, his whole creation of the wide extended
world, and his government of the universe, is in every
atom, and in every circumstance, & manifestation of the
love of him, who made it, to those who are the appointed
possessors of it ; and loudly declare, that God, in respect
to man, is, in his essential nature, the God of -love. Nay,
my friends, may we not take one step farther in this
pleasant meditation, and say that even the widest con-
trast of his conduct towards us, declares his nature love.
For instance, does he afflict any of us or our frinds with
sickness, pain, and poverty; how do these increase the
value of health, of ease, and of riches? Does he afflict
the nations with sedition, war, and tumult; how do
those frequently teach the inhabitants of those nations
the inestimable value of union, of peace, and of friend-
ship® Does he in dreary winter cut off the beauties of
pature, with the nipping frost and the northern blast;
how doubly sweet is the returning sun, the southern
breeze, and the western shower? Yes, how doubly
sweet are these, to renew the life of nature; to restore
her vernal beauties; to spread around her sweeter
odours; and to load the earth with his renewed bounties?
Nay, does he put the finishing stroke to man’s felicity
upon earth, and close his eyes in the solemn darkness

8 A celebrated writer observes, that there is scarcely a single one of all
the various evils in human life, which ask the redress of the benevolent,
but what is inflicted, not by natare, not by God, but by man, upon man.
Even health, that department of human phpmea which appears to be,
in a manner, the sole province of nature, where every vicissitude seems
reserved for the immediate, sole, and unmixed administration of provi-
dence—even this s&l:ere is invaded by the bold step of human injustice.
Mach of sickness that calls for the attendance of friendship, or the balm
of charity, has been occasioned by the sale of medicines which avarice
has adulterated ; by the food it has partially poisoned ; or the im
medical treatment of uneducated pretenders to an art which, in him
who knows that he does not understand it as he ought, it is murder to
practice.
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of death; bow peculiarly bright, from this very awful
circumstance, will the morninf of the resurrection ap-

, when death, as the Apostle beautifully expresses it,
18 swallowed up of life; and the mortal body, like the
immortal soul, shall rise, triumpbant over death, to life
and immortality ¥ .

Surely, then, we may safely say, there. is nothing in
providence, nor is there anything in nature, but says
with the Apostle in our text, that ¢ God is love,” unmixed
love to the human race. And, my friends, if so in what
he has made us, and in what he has provided for us, how
much more 8o in his great purchase of us, by the redemp-
tion of his Son?

This, it is true, brings the sorrowful reflection of our
abuse of his creation and providence; which for a mo-
ment must be a drawback upon the felicity of our calcula-
tions : yet still it adds force to our argument: for indeed,
if possible, it deepens the unfathomable depths of his
unchangeable love ; for when we consider how ungrate-
fully we forfeited his favour, and .made ourselves un-
worthy of the least of his mercies, a.m‘lufet he changed
not; when we reflect how we have made ourselves the
subjects of wrath, of darkness, and of sin, and yet his
mercy changed not; when we consider how we have
made ourselves miserable, and yet he is the same God
who delighteth in mercy, and hath paid our ransom:
surely our feeble minds are lost in the contemplation of
this wonderful %erfection of the Deity. We had destroyed
ourselves, but he hath restored us. We had sold our-
selves for nought, but he hath purchased us with his
blood. We had yielded ourselves to the enemy, and
purchased gin, misery and death ; but he,in the consum-
mation of his eternal love, descended from his mansions
of life, bliss, and glory, to the humiliating state of pain,
poverty, and death, that he might restore us to himself,
and re-establish us in holiness, happiness, and life. Yes!
when he saw us in the very depths of misery, traversing
the road to ruin, and seeking death in the error of our

? How exquisitely beantifal is the above reference to the w
of Masonry, as applied to the universal destination of man ; b,
divine grace—parified from the pollutions of sin—sanctified by the b

of the Lamb—and glorifled in an eternity of happiness Lyond the
grave. .

*
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wa‘r, he had pity on us, his compassion wrought for us,
and his love contrived and executed the plan of our re-
covery. It is performed; Satan has lost his eager prize ;
Death has been spoiled of his victory; and the Lord of
Life has risen victorious over death, hell, and the grave;
man is purchased from the jaws of destruction; and
heaven, by the redeeming love of God, is open for owr
reception ; all are purchased ; all are redeemed.

“ And was the ransom paid ? it was: and paid,
‘What can exalt the bounty more, for you.
The sun beheld it—no, the shocking scene
Drove back his chariot : midnight veil'd his face.
Sun! didst thou flie thy Maker’s pain? or start
At that enormous load of human guilt
‘Which bow’d his blessed head, o’erwhelm’d his cross,
Made groan the centre, burst earth’s marble womb
‘With pangs, strange pangs! deliver'd of her dead ?
Hell howl'd, and heaven that hour let fall a tear.
Heaven wept, that man might smile ! heaven bled, that man
Might never die !" Youna.

Yes truly, God, as in his original nature, is again re-
vealed unto us; as in creation and providence, so in the
revelation of the Gospel of his Son, the God of love ; love
unbounded ! love unsullied! love universal!® We had made
ourselves poor, but he hath administered to our poverty,
and given us the true riches. We were ignorant, and out
of the way; but he hath instructed us in true wisdom.
‘We were naked and exposed to every evil ; but he hath
wrought robes of righteousness, wherewith to clothe and
shield us from every evil. We were as wanderers going
astray; but he hath brought us back unto his fold again.
We were hungry and thirsty ; but he hath purchased for

® This is symbolized in sublime Masonr{lbya pelican. The medisval
ini jon of this symbol is ﬁvsenasfo ows by Sir David Lindsay of
ount, Lion King, in his . collectanes, preserved in the Advo-
cates’ Library, Edinburgh. “The pellican is ane foale in of the
uhilkis auld men sayis that the litill birdis straikis thair in the
goewiththairwingis,mdcmbishimquhillhesla‘ thame. And
the moder seis thame slane, scho greitis and is grit dule thre
yis lang, quhill scho streikis hirself in the breist with hir neb, and
garris the glnde skayl vpone hir birdis, qubairthrow thai restoir and
to lyf agane. Bot some folkis sayis thai are olekkit swownand,
yk as thai war bot life, and that thair fader haillis thame agane with his
And this maner baly kirk beiris witnes, qubair our Lord sayis
he midlykeﬂlepdlioan.’;

¥
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“us the true bread of life, and the waters of salvation. We
were sick with iniquity, and in the prison of darkness
and despair; but he hath visited us, and set us free. We
were dying ; but behold! through him we live for ever-
more. Surely, as the Apostle says, *“ God is love.”

This I know is a subject of pleasant contemplation,
and I have little doubt of gaining the opinion and appro-
bation of much the major part, if not quite the whole, of
mty present audience, numerous as it 1s. This privilege
of the Gospel, i.e. the contemplation of the love of God
to his creatures, is a subject upon which its ministers
may launch out into the most extensive boundaries, and
no reproach shall attach itself to them from any quarter.
But, my friends, we have, upon all these occasions of
addressing ourselves to our fellow-sinners, a farther dutz
also to perform. We have, as a return to this hig
privilege of contemplating the love of the Creator to the
creature, to enforce the return of the gratitude and duty
of the creature to his kind and merciful Creator.

Now, however ill & use many may have made of this

nd, this glorious, this enchanting subject, the love of
g:d, and turned it into a cloak for licentiousness ; of you,
my beloved hearers in general, and of you, my brethren
and Masons in particular, I hope better things; nor will
I suffer a doubt to remain in my mind, but that the duty,
deducible from this contemplation, will be equally pleas-
ing; which is the exercise, according to our degree, of
the same lovely disposition, styled in the Apostolic
language, ¢ dwelling in love.”

ow this amiable disposition, in the heart both of the
true Christian and of the operative Mason,! (you see I
am very anxious to take the whole of my audience, both

U Brotherly love or charity is the foundation of Masonry. It pervedes
every rite and ceremony—is infused equally into discipline and doctrine
—enforced in the lectares—and at the time when Bro. Inwood flourished,
formed the concluding recommendation at the close of all masonic busi-
ness. “You are to cultivate brotherly love, the foundation and cape-stone,
the ﬂory and cement of this our ancient and honourable fraternity;

?
avoiding all wrangling and quarrelli ,shndm’ngandbnckbi ; not
pemilx?ng others to defame theumﬁlm of any honestﬁlllgother,
which you are to defeud to the utmost of your power, as far as is con-
sistent with your own honour and safety. Hence all may see the benign
influence of , a8 all good Masons have done from the beginni
of the world, and do 80 to the end of time.”



FRATERNAL AFFECTION. 67

Masons and others, with me to heaven) hath a double
reference in its exercise. First, it is centered in God;
and, secondly, as a fruitful tree, it spreads around its
luxurious branches; forming a shade for the afflicted,
and scattering its pleasant fruits for the relief and the
repast of the poor, and the distressed of every kind.?

irst, it is centered in God. Love, is that purest foun-
tain, from whence flows every stream of the purest
devotion ; indeed we m?jy tn;lg say, without love, there
is no real piety towards God, nor without it, is any
sacrifice we offer acceptable to him. My son, give me
heart, with all its affections, is always the demand of God
to his creature, man. Custom may drag us to the house
of God; fear, and an alarmed conscience, may extract
the humiliating language of confession; fashion may
tune our voices in any general assembly of Christian
worshippers ; curiosity, and a love of novelty, may hur-
ry us from one place of worship to another, and keep us
in a very steady round of all external duties; an osten-
tatious love of praise, may make us charitable; and
pharisaical pride, may even lead us to the holy com-
mupion of the supper of the Lord. But where, my
friends, in all these external acts, is any real religion?
Alas for true religion! excuse, my beloved hearers of
every class, this tender, this pathetic lamentation, which,
believe me, only sighs, as it were, an affectionate doubt,
for the safety of the immortal souls of my fellow-crea-
tures ; for, notwithstanding all the external appearances
of religion amongst mankind, I cannot but deeply lament,
and heavily fear, for the realit{ of religion! Yes, m
friends, however I may offend, I must be faithful, and
still cry out and say, I do very much fear there is much
of all these external performances in the world, and God
is not in all, or indeed, I fear in any of the thoughts of
thousands, who are found therein.

B It may be necessary here to remark, that a brother is not entitled to
peartake of the general charity, unless his name is registered in the books
of the Grand Lodge, nor unless he shall have been at least for two years
a contributing member of a lodge, and all the arrears paid up. It is also

to show, that at the time of his initiation, he was in decent
circumstances. The limitation of two years does not, however, extend
to extreme cases, such as shipwreck, capture at sea, loss by fire, or dis-
locating a limb.
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My friends, be not offended, I do not accuse or copdemn
any of you, God forbid I should; but this I sincerely ad-
vise, let all take heed, lest conscience should give the
great offence of this salutary detection ; I repeat it then
again, from divine authority, that without the love of
God, there is no real religion. Whatever are the duties
you perform, if God has not the heart, he will not accept
the person ; bodily exercise profiteth nothing, it is the
spirit only can justify or condemn; the body in all its
most pious attitudes, without the affections of the soul,
is but a lifeless mass. Contemplate the love of God to
you, in all his various relations as creator, preserver, and
redeemer ; and behold what he has made you; see what
be has given you ; look how he bled for you; and can
you give him a less sacrifice than the affections of that
soul, through the possession of which {ou are only like
him, and through the dedication of which you are only
capable of enjoying him? Is it reasonable, then, to ima-
gine, that since, without that spirit with which he has
quickened the body, you would not be really what you
are, that he will be satisfied with bodily exercise only ?
Surely, no! Without the animations of the spirit,
blindness, lameness, death, seizes on us; and will you
offer the blind, and the lame, and the dead, in sacrifice
to him, or should he accept this at your hand? Surely,
no! More than this is due to him who gave the body, and
who gave the spirit also; and, believe me, without more
than this, he will accept of nothing.

As God is love ; so it is only they who dwell in love,
dwell in him, or are united to him. It is only the heart,
with its affections devoted to God, which can give true
devotion to prayer; true humility to confession ; true
praise to the voice of melody ; true efficacy to the Word
preached. It is only this which can, in the holy sacra-
ment, constitute the bread, the body of Christ, and the
wine, his blood. It is only this, which makes public
worship, public religion ; or private prayer, true devo-
tion. %Vlthout love, we are disunited from God; we
dwell in the world of darkness and sin, instead of dwell-
ing in God ;** and are strangers to his covenant, and his

8 Quevedo, in his second vision, has drawn a fearful picture of this
world of darkness and sin. He says : “I saw in my vision three moving
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promise. Without this love, wisdom, in all its human
excellency, is but ignorance ; profession, in all its flaming
garbs, is but presumption ; and devotion, in all its most
sacred forms, is but solemn mockery. But with, or in
the exercise of, this love, the most feeble desire of the
heart, is taking the kingdom by violence; is uniting
earth to heaven; and brings the Deity, with all his
reigning powers, into the human soul, to govern its affec-
tions. With this love our wisdom will be that true wis-
dom which is said to have come down from above, and is,
in its nature, like its oﬁ?n, pure, simple, easy to be
entreated, without partiality, and full of those works,
which are not only fair in appearance, but good in their
pature. With this love, our profession will never be in
danger of acquiring the appellation of hypocrisy, but
will bear the test of scrutiny; and however severel
tried, will be found a firm possession. Yes! with this
love, our devotion will be the true devotion of the soul,
in all its native simplicity and sincerity. This heavenly

k within our bosoms will catch that heavenly flame
of divine and seraphic love which alone can unite the
Creator to the creature; and thus alone can be formed
and completed that true felicity of the human soul—the
union to its Divine Original.

And now, my friends, and you my masonic brethren In
particular, by way of a practical application of this sen-
timent, suitable to the occasion of the day, I shall con-
clude my discourse with observing that this holy flame
of divine and heavenly love, being the principle of the

spectres, armed, and of human shape, and so like each other that I could
not say which was which. On the other side, just omw, wasa dread-
ful monster in a flerce and obstinate combat with Here Death
made a stop, and facing about, asked me if I knew these people. Alas,
no! said I; heaven be praised I do not, and I shall put it in my litany
that I never may. How ignorant thou art, cried Death ; these are thy
old aoquaintances, and thou hast hardly ever t any other company
gince thou wert born. Those three are the World, Flesh, the
Devil, the capital enemies of thy soul ; and they so much resemble each
other, as well in quality as appearance, that y, whoever has one,
has all. 'I‘he&roudmdmbitionsmmthinhbehugoﬁheWoﬂd,bnt
it proves the Devil. The man of pleasure fancies he has got the Flesh,
but that is the Devil too; and, in a word, thus it fares with all other sin-
pers. The monster that fights against the other three is the devil of
Money, who maintaine that he himself alone is equivalent to all
other three ; and for aught I see, he has the better end of the stafl.”
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heart, the actions will uniformly show themselves as the
correspondent fruit ; and as love to God is the root and
stamina of all true religion, and from whence alone
arises that true gospel tree which spreadeth wide its
luxurious branches, and forms a wide-spreading shade to
all human affliction, with fruits of luscious taste, and
medicine of healing power, for all her distressed votaries,
80 is it the characteristic of every masonic principle to
increase and diffuse around, in a still higher degree of
perfection and plenitude, sll the fruits of divine philan-
thropy, and all the actions of Christian love.

It 18 not, believe me, merely the excellency of that
secrecy, by which our unit{ is preserved, that is the only
boast of Masons, or the only glory of Masonry. No! my
friends, Masonry, where properly studied, and properly
laboured in, has a higher boast, a more exalted glory.
She boasts her antiquity, coeval with the grand archi-
tecture of the heavens and the earth. She boasts her
lineage as the daughter of the Grand Architect of all
things ; and as the twin sister of religion. Love was her
parent, her other name is charity. She is trul{ the sister
of religion ; for she boasts her efficacy in all its native
influence ; and is continually the assistant promoter of
like principles, and of like actions. The central point*

1¢ The following observations in the “ Masonic Maguasine,” for June,
1793, ting proeeedings of the Irish Masons at this period, are
worthy of preservation. ‘It is with pleasure we have it in our
to notice the benevolent attention of the respectable body of Freemasons
of Ireland to their indigent brethren. Wé)iel:so many ancient instita-
tions have fallen into decay, and wholly degarted from the original prin-
ciples of their foundation, this illustrious brotherhood have Mmy

hered to the grand rule of virtue by which the first founders squared
the beautiful edifice of the masonic craft. To meliorate and support the
composite orders of society, nothing is requisite but to inculcate J:: great
precept, do as would be done by; which sublime sentence happil
expresses in a few words the leading principles of every social duty. l{
teaches to the master, mildness and humanity ; to the servaat, obedience
and respect ; to the husband, affection and kindness ; to the wife, tender-
ness and submission ; to parents, care and attention to their children;
and to children, love, bonour, and gratitude to their parents ; above all,
it inculcates that sacred and disinterested compassion which is the supe-
rior characteristic of the fountain of Christianity; and which so gene-
rously pervades the masonic fraternity, warming each initinted heart in
favour of his unfortunate brother.”

% On this centralpoint all | of the third de&:ee are opened, and
none else. And for this reason, that the lodges of the two preceding de-
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of all her innumerable lines, squares, and circles, is the
Love of God. And upon this central point she builds her
faith ; from it she derives her hope of glory here and here-
after; and by it she squares her conduct in strict justice
and universal charity.”*

First, upon this central point, the love of God, Masonry
builds her faith, and derives her hope. If, says the true
Mason, as the true Christian, if God made me, preserves
me, and hath redeemed me ; it is a sufficient proof of his
love, and he will everlastingly save me. If for me, as in
the present season, the sun renews his strength, the
southern breezes blow, and the western showers distil
their moistening dews upon the earth ; what is this but
the voice of my beloved saying to me, ¢ Arise, my love,
my fair one, and come away, for lo! the winter is past, the
raln is over and gone, the flowers appear on the earth,
the time of the singing of birds is come, and the voice of
the turtle of peace is heard in our land ; the fig tree put-
teth forth her green figs, and the vines, with the tender
grape, give a good smell : arise, my love, my fair one,
and come away.” And to this language faith makes her
trinmphant answer : ¢« My beloved is mine, and I am his.
Away with every desponding thought, away with eve:
distressing fear ; this 18 my beloved, and this is my friend,
O daughter of Jerusalem!” This is masonic as well as
Christian faith; this is masonic as well as Christian

hope.

are mixed—the first including brethren of all the symbolical
5:;:@, some higher and some lower in Masonry than others, and conse-
quently masonic equality is not found there. The Master Mason is con-
8l to be under a stro! obligation to his brother of an equal
degree, than to one of an tnferior degree. Now in a lodge of Masters,
all stand upon the same level ; all are nmnslly near and “mually distant ;
a8 the central point of the circle is eq near and equally distant from
the circumference. Hence a Masters’ I is opened on the centre.

18 The Abbé Pluche gives a curious illustration of this doctrine. “In
China as well as in France,” says this writer, “ the gardener who canses
& stretched line to turn round a pin stuck in the ground, and the tgme-
ter who makes one of the legs of his compasses turn round the other leg
fixed to & point, are both equally sensible that all the points of the circle
drawn are at the same distance from the centre, because that distance in
a strait lix;eﬂ':: always eitherlof the length otf.tilhe su:e line, or of the l:;:

ning o compasses. It is and universally true,
gdistmees in a strait line that mlywith a ezmmon Imeasure, are equal
to one another. (God alone contains this and all other truths, since
are as immutable and eternal as he himself.”
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Again, by or from this point, namely, the love of" God,
Masonry f?)yrms {{xe squarep(:)f all her ycsonducf:, ingrntrict
justice and universal charity. My beloved brethren,
methinks as this is the second time you have invited me
to the pleasing employment of addressing you in the
sacred temple of the common Father of all, as a minister
of God, and as a brother in the royal Order of Masonry,
I may safely claim the privilege of speaking freely and
faithfully; and as you must know I speak affectionately,
you will, I trust, without offence, permit the followinﬁ .
plain question. Do you, then, as men, as Christians, an

as Masons, build your faith upon, and derive your hope
from, that central point of all true Christiamty, and of
all true Masonry, the love of God? Then how will you
excuse yourselves if you square not your whole conduct
in strict justice and universal charity?” As men, you
ought to know, that justice and charity are the only true
effects of natural religion ; as Christians, you must know,
that they are the only true effects of that most excellent
religion, the revealed religion of the gospel; and as
Masons, if ye have ever worked, with any good effect, in
any of the separate or united lodges, to which you belon%;
you must assuredly know, that in all the bonds by whic
we are united, in all the lectures we receive from our
W. Master, and in all the exercises by which we en-
deavour either to amuse, instruct, or benefit each other,
strict justice, and universal charity, form the oath,® the

' Thus the ancient charges, in the directions for behaviour towards a
strange brother, instruct the fraternity  to examine him in sach a method
as prudence shall direct, that you may not be imposed upon by a false

an ignorant pretender, whom you are to reject with contempt and
derision, and beware of giving him any hints of knowledge. But if
discover him to be a true and genuine brotherr,eﬁou are to respect IYL::
accordingly ; and if he is in want, you must relieve him if. you can, or
else direct him how he may be relieved. You must employ him some
days, or else recommend him to be employed. But you are not charged
to do beyond your ability ; only to prefer a poor brother that is a good
man true, before any other poor people in the same circumstances.”

18 An oath always contained an & pealpto the Deity, and is now solem-
nized and on the Holy Scriptures. The mode of swearing
amonﬁtbe Arabs that live in tents, as the patriarchs did of old, is to

t their right hand upon the Koran, which they support with their left.

ome are of opinion the same custom was in use amongst the patri-
archs, and that the oath was made with the right hand upon, and the left

hand under, the thigh of the person tendering it ; although it is probe-
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principle, the sentiment, and the labour of the Free and
the Accepted Mason.

My beloved brethren, suffer the word of Apostolic
exhortation, * Let not your good be evil spoken of.” The
first trait of strict justice of a true Mason is loyalty,
fidelity, and ready zeal in the support of our king and
constitution ; and an earnest looking forward that nothing
may supplant the pleasing wish, which must glow in
every true Mason’s heart, viz., that when it shall please
the King of Kings to remove, to the summit of eternal
glory, his Eresent majestz, he may place and establish
upon the throne of these ingdoms, the Grand Master of
our royal Order, George, the Prince of Wales. The
second trait of the strict justice of a true Mason is, the
true submission, of every inferior of our Order, to his
superior ; and brotherly kindness of every superior to his
inferior.® And the third and last trait I sgall, for the
sake of brevity, express in the language of scripture, viz.
to do to all others, as we wish all others to do to us. This is’
the law and the prophets of scripture, to men and Chris-
tians; and these, believe me, are the rules and orders of
all true Masonry.

The universal charity of a Mason is like the charity
of the Mason’s God, and his God is the God of love.
Consider the extent of the love of God, and that only,
according to his degree, is the extent of masonic chari-

. In the broad circle of his affections, he encloses-

1 mankind; he, like the God of love, looks through
station, clime, and colour, and with one wish of universal

ble that Abraham's servant swore with one band under his master's’
igh, and the other stretched out towards heaven.

The orders in this respect are, that no brother shall speak twice on
the same question, unless in explanation ; and that every one who speaks
shall rise and remain standing, addresging himself to the Grand Master ;
nor shall any brother presume to interrupt him, unless he shall be
dering from the point, or the Grand Master shall think fit to call him to
order ; baut, after he has been set right, he may proceed, if he obeerve due
order and decorum. If any member shall have twice called to order
for transgressing these rules, and shall, nevertheless, be guilty of a third
offence at the said meeting, the Grand Master shall ptorily com-
mand him to quit the lodge for that meeting ; and whoever shall be so
unmasonic as to hiss at a brother, or what he has said, shall be forthwith
sdlemnly excluded the Commaunication, and declared incapable of being"
& member of aay Grand Lodge, till, at another time, he publicly acknow-
leﬁ--hhfnlt,mgispardoned.
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good-will, he wishes well to all mankind. With the com-
pass of his mind he measures and draws the square of his
conduct ; and within that square,® having honestly pro-
vided for those of his own household, he forms his little
angles of benevolence and charity, to the distressed of all
communities. Nor can he possibly see any brother cold,
or naked, or hungry, or thirsty, or sick, or in prison, and
not exert his utmost, to minister unto him the necessary
relief. He visits the fatherless and the widow ; not out
of idle curiosity, to know the extremity of distress; but
from the impulse of a loving heart, to cherish and to
relieve. He searches out the secret and concealed cot-
tages of distress; pours the balm, and oil, and wine of
consolation into the bosom of sorrow, affliction, and mis-
ery; and through the influence of the love of God, and
of his brother, he thus keeps himself unspotted from the
evil of the world. This, as a minister o God,: I averis
true religion ; this I aver, as a Mason, is the principle of
all true and undisguised Masonry, and the conduct of
every true Mason ; and this I advise ag a brother, and as
a friend, to all, go ye and, do likewise.®

© Every well %overned lodﬁ is farnished with the Holy Bible, the
Square, and the Com e Bible is dedicated to God ; the Square
to the Master ; and the Compasses to the Oraft. The former, because it
is the most inestimable gift of God to man; the Square is assigned to
the Maater as the emblem of his office, and the Compasges to the Craft,
becaunse by a due attention to their use they are taught to circumscribe
their desires, and keep their passions within due bounds.

% An opponent to Masonry in the United States, during the Morgan
persecution of the Order, thus speaks of the amazing influence which the
excellent principles of Masonry had secured amongst all ranks and de-
scriptions of men. * During the last century the power of Masonry over
the human mind and its destinies has been prodigious. It bowed to no
superior ; it acknowledged no rival ; it claimed every thing, and yielded
nothing. It demanded a reugnition of its pretensions, homage to its
consequence, and implicit belief in all the principles it established or pre-
rogatives it . Solong as it obvioule transgressed na rules of
right ; neither invaded law, liga'ty, nor sgcial justice, there were no sus-
picions of its moral or political tendencys Then, it made its way, unin-
terrupted, to the good opinion of the public. Courtesy to certain of its
most respectable members secured it celebrity, favor, and respect. Its
errors were passed over as venial ; even its absurd self-recommendations
and praise, which, coming from anything else, would have called down
upon it a torrent of merited ridicule and contempt, were permitted to
escape; and under the fostering care of a culgable crédulity it enlarged
itsel?.e grew strong, and spread its roots and branches until it extracted
the very nutriment from whatever was within its influence, and became




FRATERNAL AFFECTION. 76

PRAYER.

Supreme and eternal Being! thou source of everlast-
ing perfection! essence of love! look down with com-
passion upon the degenerate offspring of thy creative
power; and let thy Holy Spirit in this happy moment
of ynaffected adoration work all thy work oF grace and
mercy upon every heart. Thou knowest our impover-
ished state; and blessed be thr mercy, thou lamentest
our degeneracy from thine own lovely nature ; thou will-
est not the death of any sinner, but hadst rather that all
should return, repent, and live for ever.

Gracious God! it is only thou who didst create, that
canst effectually redeem and save. It is only thou whu
hast made the heart, that canst alone renew it, to its first
lovely, loving nature. It is only thou who didst breathe
within us the breath of immortal life, and gavest us to be
possessors of immortal spirits, who canst restore those

irits to their original purity. View, O heavenly, holy

ather! view with pity and compassion our fallen de-
generacy ; and with all that divine energy with which
thou didst create us pure, restore us again to that origi-
nal purity. Take away every hardened heart of stone,
and give unto us the more pliant substitute, a heart of
flesh. Curb within the reins of thy tender power and
mercy, all the evil propensities of our degenerated na~
ture. Convince us of the deep depravity of our fallen
spirits. Convince us, that in that fall, we fell from hap-
piness, because we departed from thee—the source of
purity—the fountain of true felicity. Above all, convince
us, that at a distance from Thee, and in a change from
thy likeness, our misery is unavoidably certain, inter-
changeably sure. And may this influence our minds to
be truly in earnest in the work of an immediate r;pent-
ance, and an eager return to thee, our forsaken Friend
and Father. Unite us to thyself in every bond of faith-
fulness, affection, gratitude, and love. Purify our hearts
from every strange and unholy affection. May the love
of the world, and the love of every sin be rooted out
from every bosom ; and our hearts made the abiding re-
ceptacles of thine Holy Spirit, with all its divine and

80 firmly established that it fancied neither time, nor effort, nor power,
nor combination could destroy it.”
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holy affections. And thus again restored to the actual
exercise of loving thee, may we love each other with a
pure and distinguished affection. As men, as Christians,
and as holy brethren, may the interest and happiness,
both spiritual and temporal, of each other, influence us
to the exercise of every friendly, Christian, and masonic
act of charity, benevolence, and love ; that while travel-
ling through this wilderness world, we may contract all
those holy tempers, all those Eious habits, which alone
ean constitute us suitable inhabitants of that holy state,
where iniquity, and the sops of iniquity, can have no ad-
wmipsion, where the labours of our ly lodge shall be
all succeeded with an eternal rest, and where our souls
shall be completely solaced with the sweet and pleasant
refreshment of pure, unsullied love, of lasting and un-
abating felicity. We beg it for ourselves and others,
through the all-prevailing merits of the Lord Jesus Christ,
our Advocate, Mediator, and Redeemer. Amen and Amen.



SERMON IV.
MASONS OUGHT TO BE VIRTUOUS.

PREACHED AT DARTFORD, MAY 16, 1796, AT THE ANNI-
VERSARY PROVINCIAL GRAND LODGE FOR THE COUNTY
OF KENT.

¢ Let not then your Good be evil spoken of »
Roxasxs xiv. 16,

I» is thought a very wise conclusion with some, that
there is no secret in Masonry;' because, after so many
men of different characters, abilities, and dispositions,
have entered into the union, we yet boast our secret
undiscovered to all but Masons. How far this wise con-
clusion will hold good to prove that there really is no
secret in the Royal Art, I shall leave to common sense to
decide, without any attempt either to refute or assert to
the contrary. Others, still less charitable than the for-
mer are wise, are fully persuaded, and therefore positivel
assert it, that the secret must be most deplorably wicked,
or it would be even our duty, according to our great pro-
fessions of good-will to men, to discover it to the world ;2

! This is about the wisest conclusion at which an uninitated persom
can arrive ; becsuse it precludes all unpecessary trouble in searching
for that which it is impossible to discover butvwm initistion.
In all ages charlatans and impostors have endea to profit by a prd-
fessed exposure of masonic secrets ; aud, from Pritchard down to Carlfie
in this country, from Perau to Buhle in France and Germauy, and the
revelations of M Alleyn, and Bernard in the United States, what
do they amount to? Al y to neither more nor lees than an infa-
mous avowal of broken oaths and a violated faith ; for the public are no

every one o was

setting a seal on the downfal of the institation.

8 If all secrets are wicked that are not discovered to the world, what
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but this assertion, without my assistance, will easily re-
fute itself; and, I hope, my brethren, all our masonic
conduct adds refutation to it. For I would ask, what
society, whose bands of union were bands of wickedness,
would always choose the good and the virtuous only, to
add to its numbers ¥ Surely the wicked most generally
choose the wicked for their companions, and for this very
reason, that they may avoid the pain of conscious blush,
in the discovery of their’ iniqui:;}y. But in Masonry it is

uite the contrary; and none, if known, but the virtuous,
the konest, and the good, can, according to the laws of
Masonry, be admitted amongst us.t

Methinks upon this assertion, we receive from the
world, who are not yet Masons, a question for our con-
sideration, and however severe it may be felt, I cannot
but confess that the reason for this question is very fre-
quently too just; the question is: are, then, all Masons
good men ¥

From the supposition of this question—for it has been
frequently put to me by those who are unenlightened in
Masonry®—I shall work upon my text for the present dis-
course, in the following manner: .

I will first briefly answer this general question for the
satisfaction of the enquirers; and then to youw, my
brethren, I will endeavour to consider its import, first,
by way of reproof, to any whose conduct may have given

will the scoffer, or the objector to Freemasonry on account of its secrecy
say to the mysteries of God’s providence, of which the world is very pro-
pu-lﬁgnorant ?

3 reason is excellent, and requires no comment; and hence it is
that our lodges are so very particular about the admission of candidates.

4 The Grand Lo‘tl.ﬁ i8 so careful to provide against the admission of
unworthy persons, that it has decreed that any person who has been con-
cerned in making a Mason clandestinely, or in a lodge which is nota
regular lodfe. or for small and unworthy considerations, or who has
amsisted in formiog any new Lodge without the Grand Master’s authori-
ty, cannot be admitted as & visitor into any lodge.

§ In cases like this, men are ever ready to substitute exceptions for
rules, and to condemn an excellent institution, because of the evil exam-
P "f'i?lnchnrge imiiVidm:lh'e, Ord h frequentl

¢ against er was much more uently urged at
the time when Bro. Inwood wrote than at present, when instances of it
are more rare. It will be img:mibletmlyto agsert that we have no
unworthy Masons amonggt us, but they are less numerous than what are
o&t&ine'dd’in other societies, which have no prescribed code of morals for

r guide.
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occasion fo sach a question, and, secondly, by way of

eneral advice and future warning to the community at
farge. And, with this intention, may the Great Architect
of the Universe look down upon the meanest of his
workmen, and so direct him in the wisdom of his plan,
and furnish him with good materials, that the whole
building of masonic science, and masonic labour, may be
so fitly framed together, as to manifest itself to every
beholder, as having strength and duration unparalleled
and unequalled ; and beauty and ornament unrvalled in
the universe.’

First, to the enquirers of this close and important
enquiry. Are all Masons good men? And before I pro-
ceed with my discourse, I must beg to premise, that all
must expect to find me a very plain workman, one who
has been always accustomed to raise very homely fabrics,
upon plain basements and very broad foundations.® And
though I may formerly have studied the ornamental
orders of scientific architecture, I shall now leave them
to the finishing stroke of workmen of superior talents,
and begin my present labour in my usual style of plain
workmanship. I answer the question proposed, then, with
this plain and homely negative ; all Masons are not good
men® The laws of politeness and civility, you know,

7 This pious aspiration has been realized in the increasing purity and
extension of the.(,)prder, which has spread itself over the whole habitable
globe, and includes many of the wisest and best amongst the human

8 Our worthy brother is too modest here ; his work is excellent, and
calculated to be of service to the craft throughout all time. Nothing
can exceed the piety and truthfulness which is found in these able dis-
courses ; they breathe the purest doctrines of Masonry, and convey &
lively description of its morality and brotherly love.

9 There is a curious instance of masonic imposture recorded in “Moore’s
American Masonic ine,” vol. iv., p. 134, which will show_ the
acuteness of some mock Masons: “The lodge at Lynchburgh, Va.,
allowed themselves to be duped of a large amount of charity by a man
who called himself Jacobi, who, if the; had examined the proceedings of
the Grand Lodge of Virginia for 1832, they would have found reported
a8 a suspended Mason, Take also the following example of
im , addresssed to the Editor of the London “ Freemasons’ Quar-
terly Review,” Grand Hotel, Piazza, Covent Garden, April 29, 1839:
Mr, Editor.—Permit an old workman to say a word or two in favour of
his brother labourers. I am a stranger in England, but have had the
piness to visit once or twice the Lt::%e of Good Report, No. 158. 1
the promulgation of the delightful rational enjoyment of the visit
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always except the present company, when censure and
reproof is the observation ; and God forbid that I should
be supposed as judging any man, or even be thought to
suspect any of my present audience as worthy eo severe
a censure. No, my friends, I come not here to judge,
but to advise; not to censure, but to counsel ; not to
condemn, but to warn ; if conscience agrees with my
snswer, which I have given to the world’s question, that
is another thing ; and I would also advise, let conscience
ferform its own work, whilst I perform mine, then will
he sermon have its due effect.

You perceive, then, I am a plain workman, for I must
repeat my answer, and experience, I fear, too fatally
confirms the same, that Masons are mot good men.
Where, then, it may perbaps be further asked, where
does this defect in the masonic fabric originate? I
snswer, like all other defects, it may arise from many
different causes; but I aver, at the same time, it cannot
arise from Masonry itself. No! Masonry, upon the
word of a Christian minister, speaking in this most
sacred place, and before that sacred Deity who is the

rfection of all truth and abominates all falsehood,

asonry is, in all its princiﬁles, in all its laws, and in
all its ordinances, pure as the unclouded sky, bright as
the unspotted sun.

referred to shall induce emulation in the sacred canse of in the
%dg of Good Report, then, Sir, I am amply repaid. I am, Sir, &e.,

. R. B., Past Master, Friendly Wmm; . Y., United States.”
Now it is evident that if the Lodge of Report had required a Grand
Lodge certificate of Bro. W. R. B., Past Master of Friendly Lodge at
Albagy, they would not have been imposed on, since there is not, and
never has been, such & lodge at Albany. 'We should not be sarprised,
however, if this same W. R. B. were the poor brother, William Bird,
who lately visited Boston, and imposed upon us by his gentlemanly man-
ners and plausible tales, so that our sympathy overpowered our resolution
to be strict in requiring a Grand certificate. This man proceeded
to New York, by our assistance, where he assumed the name he had pre-
vioualy used there—Charles Roseberry. We need only add, that at Paris
he was known as M. ; at Louisville, Ky., by the name of Bird;
and as he has been a traveller over a large portion of Europe and North
Anerica, it is quite probable he may have been known to our western
brethren under some other nomme de ﬁcrre."

1 How truly masonic is this beautiful obeervation! it must have sunk
futo the hearts of all the audience, whether Masons or not ; and none
could depart from hearing such a sermon without being wiser and better
men.
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But, my friends, as the best apology I can make for
Masonry having its defective members, I would refer
you to that system which angels admire, and which
transfers its real members immediately to glory; yes, I
would refer you to the gospel of Jesus Christ, and ask
in my turn, are all Christians in reality, who bear that
holy profession ? or, to word this question similar to the
other, are all who call themselves Christians good men?
Are there not, in that society to which the very world
eagerly unites itself, baptized infidels? Are there not
free-thinkers and free-livers in the most depraved sense
of all these apellations? But, is Christianity a system
of drunkenness, because there are drunken Christians 1!
Is Christianity a system of vice and debauchery, because
some of its members are whoremongers and adulterers ?
Is it a system of rapine, theft, and pillage, because some
of its members are dishonest, and plunder and defraud
one another? Is it a system of revenge, of malice, and
of cruelty, because some of its members hate, and bite,
and devour one another? 1Is it a system of uncharitable-
ness, because some of its members are covetous, and
miserly, and deny all relief to their most needy brethren ?
Is it a system of falsehood and defamation, because
amongst its members there are liars, evil speakers, busy

U The apology usually offered in behalf of such characters is, that

they injure no one but ves; but the excuse is incorrect, for they
do a great injury to society by their example. The suthor of “ An
Exposition of Errors,” has well this sentiment. “If &

man grew to a like a limpet, then might he haply be his own enem;
without any great bharm to hismighbonrs;bnthewiolivethinaodety’,
and faileth to perform his aﬁgll::inthemﬁonnuigmdtohim,doth
allthntinlf:hliefhm c:’odypolitic. Hewhoﬂi;delivued
over to vice and drunk or such, being interpreted, is the meaning
of a good fellow who ts only his own enemy—setteth a bad example to his
dependants ; squandereth his fortune on mwmww&eﬁlect
of all that he might and ought to have done the relief and ad-
vance of the deserving; plungeth his family into difficulties ; grieveth,
shameth, and perbaps them ; rui his health, s0 as to make
himself a b to those about him ; and fipally, after having been &
bed citizen, 8 bad master, a bad husband, a bad father, sinketh into the
grave with a soul so irrecoverably poisoned by habits of sensuality and
gross earthliness, that it would seem rather fit to rot with its p
companion, than to enter into any region of spiritualized existence.

this man, who hath fulfilled no one duty, but on the co: hath spread
around him a dank atmosphere of sin, is called a good fellow, merely
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bodies, tatlers, tale bearers, false witnesses, and the like ?
Surely no! the conduct of professors can never justly
condemn any system, nor can the practice of particular
individuals cast any just censure upon any entire com-
munity ; for if this were the case, away goes Christianity
itself—who could defend it ? Judge of it by its professors,
and what tongue or pen could be employed in its com-
mendation ?*

Masonry, if I may be allowed the comparison in this
sacred place, dedicated only to the gospel—has a right
to plead for the same tender caution before those who,
not being of its community, are inclined to censure it,
from the conduct of its individual members.® View it
in its cautions, and it admits none, knowingly, but the
virtuous and the good. View it in its nature, and it has
nothing in its institution but what both the law of Moses
and of Christ will fully allow, and universally sanction ;
and those who preside in the initiation of its candidates
must either be deceived by others, or most vilely betray
their own most sacred trust, if any man who 18 a bad
husband, a bad father, a bad neighbour, or a bad citizen,
is ever admitted into the Order of Masonry. The recom-

13 Bro. O'Ryan, who is a Roman Catholic Freemason, re-echoes these
sentiments. He says : “ Thrice is he armed that hath his quarrel just;
and for the Masonic Order, righteonsness forms a panoply against which
the shafts of calumny fall blunted. Christianity was established despite
of persecution ; the edict of the tyrant and the axe of the executioner
were vainly exerted to check its progress or procure its annihilation ; and

, which is Christianity tn its purest form, cannot be checked
in its onward cE by any ingenuity which malice may exert, or any
sophistry which misrepresentation may employ ; its professors practically
obeerving the advice contained in the words of the Apostle Paul : ‘ Now
I beseech you, brethren, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that you
all speak the same thing, and that there be no divisions among you, {nt
that ye be ly joined together in the same mind and in the same
judgment.’ In union there is ever strength, and where can more perfect
union be found than among us? Unanimity prevails in our assemblies
—religion lends her solemn sanction to our mysteries—philanthropy is
inculcated by our &reeeepm-—universal charity to ind is enjoined by
our laws—and in the book of divine revelation is inacribed the constitu-
tion of the Order, which, resting on such a basis, defies either secret
workings, or open assault.”

m‘; The mciemdirwt the brethren to becas\]lgc;us in their words

carriage, most penetrating stranger not be able to
discover or find out what is notpropet:-n%o be intimated ; and sometimes
they are to divert a discourse and manage it prudently for the honor of
the fraternity.
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mendation of every candidate cometh deliberately from
some brother; and woe be to the betraying Judas of any
family! The admission is afterwards put to the secret
vote of the whole of that society to which the candidate
offers himself as a member; and woe be to every member
who gives his consent, through interest, caprice. or per-
sonal friendship, while his conscience gives his bosom
the blush of treachery to his society, and unfaithfulness
to the masonic community."

Farther, however, we have to observe, that a deception
in admission, may not be the only reason, why every
Mason is not a good man. There may be in Masoury,
as there has been in Christianity, a falling away, or a
fading in the characteristic goodness of many of its
members. Many a one hath been admitted with the
best proofs of a good, a faithful, and a well substantiated
character. Their name was beauty, and their actions
praise.® The poor man blessed him in the gate of the
city ; he was a Job in the excellency of charity. The
nation boasted of him as a faithful citizen ; in his person,
in his heart, and in his property, he obeyed its laws, he
fought its battles, he gloried in its constitution. His
children drew good and pleasant nourishment from him,
as the cluster of grapes draws sweetness from the vine ;
and shone in garments as the branch in its foliage, or the
rose in its blossom. His wife was happy in the faithful
tenderness of his union. His neighbours were pleasant
in his cheerful and friendly society. And Masonry itself

1t No person can be made a Mason in, or admitted & member of, a
lodge, if on the ballot three black balls appear against him. Some
lodges require & unanimous vote; but the laws of will not
flhil:lwmypesontobeiniﬁatedifﬂmemthreebhck against

18 On this point Bro. Town truly says, ¢ we know the ground on which
we stand, the temple in which we dwell, and the rock on which our ma-
sonic fathers so dmxlgeimbedded its &eill;rs. The main “I)oint to which
our attention should be directed is, the practical exemplification of our
public profession, in such constant acts of brotherly love, benevolence,
and charity, as shall prevent the most evil, and secure to the world the
greatest amount of good. Profession only, resembles the talent hid in &
papkin. Inspired wisdom justifies men in judging the tree by ita fruit.
The excellency of the fruit gives visible positive proof of the good-
ness of the tree. More full and clear demonstrations of the moral sound-
ness of masonic principles, in the abstract, cannot be given, than has &
thousand times been done.”
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boasted the uprightness, the constancy, and the integrity
of his brotherhood.

But now, alas! perhaps, all have reason to lament, in
the language of the mournful prophet, how is the fine

Id become dim ! how are the mighty in virtue fallen !
%e poor, perhaps, by his fall and defection from bene-
volence to covetousness, beg, in vain, the needy morsel.”
His country feels him as a public vulture, or a crawling
snake, tearing out the vitals of its constitution, or
poisoning with every evil principle its more ignorant and
unwary members. In his own family he has exchanged
the characters of husband and father, for the unfaithful
tyrant and unnatural deserter. In his neighbourhood,
by his fall from virtue, he is shunned as disgraceful, and
avoided as dangerous ; and in his lodge, he 18 become &
pest to the society, a disgrace to the fraternity.”

Such changes, you must all be sensible, are not unfre-
quent in all the societies of this changing, transitory
world ; and Masonry has not been free from these mor-
tifying wounds, these sore disgraces. But, my friends,
whether such disasters should justly stigmatize the
system itself, or whether such defective members should
reasonably disgrace the community at large, I leave to
the decision of common sense, and the judgment of can-
dour; for I doubt not there is much of both in this

16 Happily such instances are not common, although they do sometimes
oceur ; and are melancholy proofs of the weak and unstable nature
of man. As they are occasionally found in all classes of society, it is
not to be expected that anry'nalto%etherfreeﬁ-omtheir oﬁnﬁon'
and hence our reverend brother, who brings forward with a bold and
fearless hand every case of masonic impropriety, that the world may be
at no loss to form & correct judgment, does not hesitate to acknowledge
tho casual existence of such derelictions from purity and goodness as
have been 80 well described in the text.

7 A more fatal result even than this awaited such conduct in the
m Freemasonry, as may be gathered from the case of Diagoras the

i He irritated the priests by divulging, in his discourses and his
writings, the secrets of the mysteries—the people by breaking the statues
of the gode—and all Greece by publicly denying their existence. A
general clamour was raised against him, and his very name became &
term of reproach. The magistrates of Athens cited him before their
tribunal, and pursned him from city to city. A talent was promised to
any one who should bring his , and two talents if he were brought
alive ; and to perpetuate the memory of this decree, it was engraven on
slnnnoolumn.v]zﬁt‘:m ing no place of refuge in Greeee, em-
barked on board & and perished by shipwreck.
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audience, even amongst those who are yet strangers ta

I shall now proceed to the second part of my discourse,
namely, to exhort more particularly you, my brethren,
to be peculiarly careful, not only in this present moment,
but in all your future tindertakings, not to let your good
be evil spoken of. It was the punctual practice, I doubt
not, in each and every of those societies into which you
have been admitted, that due care was taken, by all the
presiding officers, that you were well and truly recom-
mended, by some brother, whose truth and faithfulnesa
was fully confided in, as possessing every characteristic
of a good and virtuous man, before you received your
initiation into the Royal Craft.”* If, then, in this recom-
mendation, there was any deception, either your own
conscience was engaged in the deception of your friend,
who recommended you; or he who recommended you
had his conscience engaged in deceiving the community
at large. A state of mind this, my friends, no ways
desirable, could you or your friend have gained t
world by such a gargain." And though the community
may truly lament its unfortunate possession and acquire-
ment of such members; yet the system itself, pure as
the unclouded sky, still retains all its native purity;®

BThe ancient wcha.rgeswererrﬁmhr’ ly stringent i
the admission of members ; laying it down as a fundamental principle
that “all preferment amongst ns is grounded upon real worth and

personal merit only, that the brethren be not put to nor the royal

craft ised ;”” and therefore it was strictly enjoined that no officer,

m or Warden, shall be chosen by seniority, but for his
t alone.

» This state of is inst by the system of Grand
Lodge certifi ufesﬂ;dnagn:l fom gunudedw mwtnﬁom direct that
“ every brother who is made a n shall be furnished with & Grand
certificate, immediately upon his being regi in the books of
the Lodge, and for which certificate the lodge shall pay six shil-
lings and sixpence. No certificate or recommemiat.xonalm.lﬁm
circumstances, be given by a lodge, or by the officers or members of
lodge, to enable any Mason to proceed from lodge to lodge as a pauper,
“"’l;n igélg?n ; nt:dappb{a fmor cula:l careful in registering the
e are cautioned to i in registeri
mmofthobrethreninithtedtherein,mdzhoinmkingthemm
ofitsmanbus,unopersonisentiﬂedtoputnkeofthegenerdd»:nz
mleuhismmebed:‘l{regimred. To prevent injury to individ
by their being excluded from any privilege through the neglect of their
lodges—any , on producing eufficient proof that he has paid the
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and if through your means it is evil spoken of, the wound
will rankle in your own bosom, but Masonry itself will
remain unpolluted.

To fulfil, however, the oune great intention of our annual
meeting, I shall spend the rest of those few minutes,
which remain to our present exercise, in stirring up your
pure minds, by way of putting you in remembrance of
those moral engagements which, as men, by the laws of
Christianity,® you are fully engaged to perform, and
which, as, Masons, by the laws of Masonry, you are bound
most solemnly to fulfil.=

First, as citizens of the world, let not your good be
evil spoken of. Love, as it is the transcript of the Deity,
and the fulfifment of all the laws of God, so also is it the
universal banner of our royal Order. This garment,
which an inspired apostle, in the system of Christianity,
says, covere:E a multitude of sins, extends, in the system
of Masonry, its flowing borders also, and hides from the
eye of censure and disgust the more manifest defects of

| mankind ; and either with endearing complacency, or
with tender pity, unites in the arms of fraternal affection,
the blackened Ethiopian, or the whiter European ; the
unconverted Jew, or the more ignorant and unenlighten-
ed Mabometan ; .and as of one gblood, all are formed by

full fees to his lodge, shall be capable of enjoying the privil of the
craft ; and the offending lodge sbgil‘bbe repom the soardegrgenenl
purposes, and rigorously proceeded against, for detaining monies which
;;re the property of the Grand Lodge. (Constitutions. Of private

Paley speaks of “ the revelation of Christianity as distinct from
Christianity itself ; and says that the dispensation may already,be unsver-
sal. That part of mankind which never heard of Christ’s name, ma;
nevertheless be redeemed, that is, placed in & better condition wi
respect to their future state, by his interposition ; may be objects of his
bemgnity and intercession as well as of the propitiatory virtue of his
passion.” This may also illustrate the universality of Masonry.

# In an address before the Grand Lodge of Kentucky, in 1844, by the
Rev. M. Heukle, the morality of Masonry is thus explained. The orator
said that it not only “requires us to deal justly with others; not to
defraud, cheat, or wrong them of their just dues and rights ; but it goes
farther ; regarding all as children of one great Father, it regards man as
bound b{v 1edt,gtmasonic morality, and fraternal bonds, to minister to the
vﬂv:.:t; oh ti):h ﬂf;uie and afflicted ; nlid that we may be enabled to fulfil

is hig| est of humanity, it strictly enjoins in and ity,
that 8o our hands may ever be filled wxyth e mumni?mmngh%
charity to which our should ever dispose us.”
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the hand divine; so in one affection, all are bound by
masonic love.®
If this is not a prevailing principle of Masonry, I have
hitherto erred greatly in the ideas I have formed con-
cerning it ; nor do I ever fear a censure for this opinion,
from the many thousands who are my superiors, both in
wisdom and in age, in the Royal Craft. Let not this
great and noble principle, then, of your masonic good, be
evil spoken of: cherish the divine principle in your
hearts, and manifest it through all your lives, and in all
K::r actions. It is the transcript of the divine nature,
utifully formed in the human soul ; it will make your
life comfortable, your death easy and pleasant; and it
will add abundantly to the glory and felicity of that
fature world, where men og all nations, languages,
colour, and state, will form one general and undistin-
guished society ; where human distinctions shall have
no place; where the Tyler and the Master,* who have
been faithful at the door, and in the chair, shall sit down
together in unfeigned unity, and undissembled brotherly
esteem ; where the king and the subject, the prince and
the peasant, will wear each the unenvied crown, and
wave the undistinguished sceptre ; where the brightness
of glory shall change even the Ethiop’s skin ; and where
the glory of divine wisdom shall thoroughly instruct
even the most unenlightened mind.

* For Masonry is & cosmopolitan institution, and is accessible by all
the inhabitants of the world, who acknowledge the existence of one only
God, the creator and governor of the universe. And hence the objectors
to Masonry conclude that we are a society of deists. But this assertion
is perfectlgegratqitgus, and not borne out by facts ; for we profess our-
selves to Christians, while deists profess a mere belief in God, but
have no respect for Jesus Christ, consider the doctrine of the apos-
tles and evangelists as 80 many dreams and fables. Their belief produces

no fruits ; for though in outward appearance they may seem to conform
to the services ofo;;lﬁxlic worship, yet ;:Jnrivafe tl:;i::ko a mock of re-
ligion, and take some pains to infect corrupt by their impious
discourses. The whole tenor of the Masonic Order is op to such
practices. Our lectures are founded almost entirely on ical and
rophetical events of the Holy Scriptures, all of which bear a direct re-
Lmeetoﬂ:eChristian dispensation, and to nothing else. 'This is & sub-
which would demand a volume instead of a note ; and I only dismiss
it thus briefly, because I am conscious that every brother who has given
the slightest attention to it, is perfectly convinced of the utter falsity of

those assertions which would make Freemasonry a system of deism.
% In ancient times, no brother, however skilled in the craft, was called

a Master Mason, until he had been elected into the chair of & lodge.
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in, also, would I stir up your remembrance as
citizens of this your own peculiar country. Once more,
my friends, as I observed to you last year, again we
meet unsuspected by the state, unwatched by that politi-
cal scrutiny which, in the present day, such a numer-
ous meeting must have undergone, in almost every state
in the world besides our own. Why, I would ask, do
we enjoy such unsuspected, such undisturbed liberty of
assembling ourselves together? I answer, because the
state squom it may safely join loyalty and Masonry, in
one single idea. Yes, my brethren, the majesty of the
country cannot suppose otherwise ; for his eldest son is
our Grand Master; and all his sons, as they arrive to
years of maturity, become brethren in our Order. The
ministry of the country cannot suppose otherwise, for
most of the greatest, and the best of them, are our brethren
also. The laws of the country cannot suppose other-
wise, for the laws and ordinances of Masonry are as con-
genial with the laws of our country as they are with
those of the Jewish or the Christian religion; and the
very same obligations which bind us in brotherly union,
bind us also, in the most ardent love and loyalty to the
king and his family ; submission to the magistracy of the
kingdom, and to all the other appendages of political and
social order.®
Let not, then, this loysl good, of your Royal Order, by
any means of disaffection, either in word or action, be
evil spoken of. Cherish and increase your attachment
to your king ; for he richly deserves it in every character
he sustains in the nation. Submit to cheerfully, and

® “In ancient times,” says Dr. Mackey, “ it was the custom to mark
the boundaries of lmdsnlxmenmofswnepillul,themovdofwhidl

by malicious persons, would be the oocasion of much confusion, men hav-
ynootherguidethanthese illars by which to distinguish the limits
ir property. To remove therefore, was i & heinous

crime. Hence, those peculiar marks of distinction by which we are sepa-
rated from the profane world, and by which we are enabled to desi

our inheritance, as the sous of light, are called the landmarks of the Order.
The universal and the universal laws of Masonry are landmarks,
but not so are ocal ceremonies, laws, and usages, which in
different countries. To attempt to alter or remove these sacred
marks, by which we examine and prove a brother's claims to share in
our privi is one of the most heinous offences that & Mason can com-
mit. It is not in the power of any man or body of men to make innova-
tions in Masonry.”
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obey readily, the laws and the magistracy of your cout-
try ; for these united are the defence both of your lives
and your property; yes, under the defence of these,
your lands are cultivated, and bring forth their ilenty;
your vineyards are dressed, and weigh down with clus-
ters; your gardens and orchards are pruned, and brin
forth abundance ; your neighbourhoods are in recipro
amity and J)eace; your firesides are the retirements of
undisturbed love, innocent cheerfulness, unmolested 86~
ciality ; your children remain unsacrificed ; your persons
safe ; fyour property sacred; your religion preserved ;
your friend unbetrayed. Oh! Englishmen, what is it
that ye, as Christians, do not enjoy in this favoured isle?
Sure{ may I again remind you that ye still enjoy a rich
abundance of those good things, for which almost every
nation in Europe lament the want of, in groans unuttet-
able, and weep their sorrows in tears of blood.®

Once more, in a religious sense, let not your good bé
evil spoken of. To fear God and keep his command-
ments, js, says an inspired writer, the whole duty of
man. The fear of Gotf then, is the first principle of all
religion™ Upon this topic we should, at all times, b

* What a glorious face of things would soon 8 among us, if, &
we have the bgst. religion in the world, we took eupep?:govgf ourselvis
by ihmduued rules, and to wtvnnder the inﬂnenee:‘fdiu div';n:aiutr»b oo
tions important motives. Virtue, supported anima/
glorious of the gospel, would appear in its genuine sacred chaymm,
and in its lovely beaaty and excellence. Love, the true spirit of Chris-

tianity, would prevail, and produce a mutual forbearance to lesset diffsr-
ences, at the same time that there would be a ha) y-g:nuxtinm
ters of the hi importance ; there would be & without bigotry; s
liberty without licentiousness. The natural ce of all this wonld
be peace and harmony in larger and lesser societies. (Leland. Déimmn.
vol. ii. p. 464.)

% Freemasonry, in the first ages of the world, was a system of pure
religion ; and when men degenerated into idolatry, and in their migra-
tions carried with tltl.:em the principles of the legrder, it was, in every
nation, applied to same more or erted, in
tion as inhabitants -dhgm or swerved fropg,'ths rites gf
worship. In Indis, Egypt, and other nations, which very early becaré
addiocted to Polytheism, it branched out into pompous ceremobial ob-
servances, shrouded in mystery and withheld from the profane, but still
applied to the national religion, and the worship of those which

been erected into objects of adoration, and placed on the whicth

Jehovah himself had laid. Nor is there a single instance on record, it

whioh the mysterious institations of any sacient nation, in an of

the world, bearing the least resemblance to Freemasonry, excladed teli=
7



20 SERMON IV.

very plain and expressive ; for as human nature, since the
fall, is 8o very frail, as to err in almost every circum-
stance, in which it is possible to err; so, perhaps, we
shall not speak less, or more, than the real truth, when
we say, there is nothing in which he is so likely to err,
as in the principles of real religion. How frequently do
you find men, zealous in so partial a degree, to some par-
ticular part of religion, as to suffer the whole of that zeal
to be oip no real effect, of no real value. Many you will
find making a furious profession of the love and the fear
of God, hastening from one opportunity of religious wor-
ship to another, so that you miight really imagine their
whole lives one continued round of love, piety, zeal, and
devotion ; but examine their tempers, dispositions, and
actions, amongst men, and you will soon perceive how
distant they are from that amiable proof which our
Saviour himeelf set forth of the true love of God, namely:
“ By this shall all men know that ye are my disciples, if ye
have love one towards another.’® On the other hand, how
mauny characters do ye find in the world, truly amiable
in this last religious sense of moral obligation, and affec-
tionate duty towards their fellow-creature; just, honest,
charitable, kind, and benevolent to the full extent of all
Christ’s commands,—and, perhaps, at the same time, as
it were, totally destitute of the first principle of all these
truly amiable actions, i. e. the fear of God. But to be
masonic is, ye all know, to be truly religious in both
its parts, first seeking and cherishing in our hearts the
true fear of God, and then from this principle bringing
forth all the amiable fruits of ri§hteousness, which are
the praise and glory of God. Yes, my friends, to be
masonic, in every sense of the word in which I can un-

glon from a ahare in their solemn pursuits. On the contrary, religion
was the main object of them all. See this subject fully discaseed in the
¢ Star in the East,” chap. i.

% In the Templars’ Degree, s it is practised in the United States, the
following beautiful is read : “If a brother or sister be naked
and destitute of daily food, and one of you say, depart in peace, be ye
warmed and filled, and yet give them not of those things which are need-
ful for the body, what doth it profit? To do good and to communicate
forget not, for with such eacrifices God is well pleased. Beware lestany
man spoil you through philosophy and vain deceit, after the traditions
of men, after the rudiments of the world, and not wfter Christ; for in
him dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead bodily.”
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understand Masonry, is, whether ye be Jew, or whether
ye be Christian, to be truly religious both in motive and
action.®

As Jews, therefore, if there be any here, let me re-
mind them, that the temple of Solomon was ever famed,
in all its ordinances, for virtue and holiness ; and he who
in his religion, as a Mason, honours not his calling, be-
longs not to Solomon, nor to Hiram.® As Christians,
the masonic pillars of your temple are faith, hope, and
charity ;* and to which I shall take the liberty of adding,
with an inspired apostle, the greatest of these is charity;

®The excellent anthor of “Stray Leaves from a Freemason's Note
Book,” thus sublimely concludes his work : * And now, gentle reader, I
have done. And thus do I take my leave of thee. Wherefore, believing
soul, abound in love! Love fervently ; love constantly ; love eminently.
Love Him whose essence is love, in Him love his creatures. Love
{onr kindred ; love your enemies ; love saints; love angels ; love strangers ;
ove aliens. Be rooted and grounded in love. Let all enmity cease.
ﬁt nnilvemaxl charity prevail. Begin the life of heaven, which 1is, ever-

ting love I” ’

%« But let not any man think that because the Shechinah is in heaven,
and not visible in a church, as the Shechinah was in the temple of the
Jews, that therefore Chrisiians have less assistance than God’s ancient
people ; for they have that which is much more excellent. The glory on
the ark was only a mixture of shapeless lights and shadows ; and in the
temple, the people seldom saw it, but being assured of it, did view it in
their imagination. And few of them had other apprehensions of it than
as of the presence of God, the deliverer and protector of that common-
wealth. But Christians, 8 people under a more spiritual dispensation
than the Jews, though they g:ot the Shechinah with their eyes on
earth, yet, from the words of Scripture, they can excite their minds to
behold it, even in the sanctuary of heaven. And they behold it in the
figure of God incarnate ; an image, not confused, but of a distinct person ;
an image which brings to their mind the greatest and most comfortable
mystery of the means of salvation ; aptest to encou our prayers, and
to inflame our zeal, and to raise our admintion.”n%’:'en. ol. p. 389.)

8 Oar worthy brother has made a very common mistake here. The sup-
porting pillars are wisdom, strength, and beauty. Faith, hope, and
charity are the three staves of the masonic ladder. Faith is the lowest
round, symbolically instructing us that the qualification of a candidate,
as the first step in Masonry is faith in God. The second round is the
bope of immortality, springing out of faith; and it is a reasonable ex-

tation ; for without it, virtue would loee its stimulus, and vice its
ear ; life would be devoid of joy, and the grave a place of desolation and
despair. The highest round, opening into the heaven of heavens, is
charity ; and the Mason who has attained to that step, may be said to
have ascended to the Grand above ; where the just exist in perfect
bliss to all eternity ; where he will be for ever hap‘;)y with God—the Great
Architect of the Universe, amidst the su elights of perfect peace,
harmony, and brotherly love. .
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sud masonic charity is charity in the heart—he thinks
no evil of his brother, he cherishes no designs against
him. TItis charity upon the tongue also; he speaks no
evil ; bears no false witness ; defames no character ; blasts
po reputation ; he knows that to take away a good name,
is to commit an evil, the damage of which no wealth
oan repay ; no! it is of more value than 8reat riches ;
rubies cannot re-purchase it, the gold of Ophir cannot

ild it again to its original beauty. It is charity in the

and also; he anticipates his poorer brother's wants,
nor foroces him to the iain of petition ; he visits the cot-
tage of poverty, and the house of sickness ; and there he
finds the very back which he ought to clothe ; the very
mouth which he ought to feed; the wound which he
ought to heal ; the sickness which he ought to cure ; and
gerhaps also the very mind which he ought to instruct,

efore it can be fitted for an eternal world. Thusthe heart,
the tongue, the hand, of the reall{ Free and Accepted
Mason, are warmly enfaged and diligently exercised, in
all those grand principles of the Roya% Order, which ren-
der it, in its nature and effects, 80 much like the order
of that amiable band, whose love to each other so forcibly
convinced their very adversaries, as to draw from them
that honourable exclamation, ““sce how these Christians
love”® Yes! my friends, they who are Masons in the
true spirit of Masonry, must put away from them all
malice, and hatred, and revenge, and evil speaking ; and
put on, as the elect of God, bowels of compassion, ten-
derness, long suffering, mercy. They eat not their morsel
alone, while the widow mourns her widowhood, or che
helpless orphan cries for food ; they blast not with the
pestilential tongue of slander, their neighbours’ good
name; and all their wish, and all their aim, is to imitate
him of whom it was thus most honourably spoken: ¢ ke

#The sccount given by Pliny of the &roeeedingn of the early Chris-
tians, here referred to, corresponds with above representation of the
of Freemasonry. He says, “ that some of those who had relin-
the society, or who, to save themselves, pretended that they had
relinquished, affinned that they were wont to meet together on a stated
day before it was light, and sung among themselves alternately a hymn
to Ohristas God ; and to bind themselves by an oath, not to commit any
wlehdnes,ortobepilty of theft, or , or adultery ; and that
they would never falgify their word, or deny a oommitted to them,
when called upon to return it.”
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went about doing good.”” Not only, then, let not this your
masonic good be evil spoken of, but be zealous that it
may be abundantly and richly well spoken of. It is the
leading principle, and the great end of Masonry, to propa-
gate the exercise of charity in these its threefold orera-
tions; and he who does it not, is yet destitute of the
true masonic heart, which is the heart of charity, of
benevolence. and of love.®

If I were now to conclude, it may perhaps be objected
to me by some, that I have not given a full masonic
sormon, and that, because I have not spoken of the
labours, or of the acience of the lodge. To such I would,
in the most friendly manner, answer and say, this is a
total mistake; for what think you are the real and the,
constitutional labours of a lodge of Masons ¥ and what
think you is its best science, but to cultivate in the minds
of each other, those very principles and dispositions,
which I have been all the time soliciting your attention
to? I myself know, in reality, no other but these,

8 The public masonic charity, now called the Fund of Benevolence,
was first proEosed in Grand Lodge on the 21st of November, 1724, b[
the Dake of Buccleugh, who moved, “that in order to promote the
table disposition of masons, and to render it more extensively bene-
ficial to the society, each lodge may make a oertain oollection, according
to ability, to be rnt into & jointatock, lodged in the hands of a treasurer
at every Quarterly Communication, for the relief of distressed brethres
that shall be recommended by the cont.ributin%::gsw." The motion
being readily agreed to, the Duke of Richmond, Master, requested
all :ge brethren to take the matter into their consideration, and to give
their opinion of it at the next Grand Lodge. 1t was according]
into consideration on the 17th of Mareh following, when the Duke of
Richmond appointed the first committee of cbarity. The report was
submitted to the Grand Lodge, on the 27th of November, 1725, when it
was unanimously approved, and ordered to be recorded in the minute
book. Thanks were voted to the committee, and the charity was put
into immediate operation.

% Were I called on to answer this question, I would quote the words of’
our Rev. Bro. Town, and say that « is not dependent on the
fluctuations of opinion, which would render it liable at wgﬁme to be
overruled, or modified, or changed, or even abandoned; but on every
radical truth, and prominent duty, sanctioned and sustained by that
inwrought semse of obligation, which the God of nature had impressed
on the conscience of every rational man. It is not adapted to one coun-
try, nation, or age, in preference to another ; and above all, not
ingonthepervertedg:mmtor judice of any moral or i
sect in any age, but stan 4nd solely ‘on the high end
sovereign will of heaven, securely by the immutable laws of car
common nature.”
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besides what necessarily belongs to every society, i. e
kindness and attention t{om the superiors to the inferiors,
and due submission and subordination from the latter to
the former ; and which conduct is so naturally incorpo-
rated with the advice already particularized, that to
repeat it in particular again, would be but a waste of
time, and an additional fatigue both to the preacher and
bis audience.

To strangers, therefore, I conclude, with assuring them
that Masonry has no principle but what might still more
ornament the purest mind ; nor any appendage but what
might give additional lustre to the Krightest character.
fj’ the exercise of the duties of Masonry the rich may

d abundantly to the fund of their eternal inheritance.
Ehe wise may increase their knowledge of the nature of

od, in all his best perfections, and thereby daily grow
still more wise unto eternal salvation. The pure in
heart may be always advancing in the divine likeness;
and they who walk in this path of the just, with zeal and
activity, will find it as the shining light, which shineth
more and more unto the perfect day.*

To you, my brethren, I earnestly counclude with a
repetition of my text, * Let not your Good be evil spo-
kenof.”” Act up to the principles of your institution, and,
as it regards others, it will be the praise of the whole
earth. Act up to the principles of your institution, and
as it re?ards yourselves, your transfer hereafter will most
assuredly be, a transfer from the labours of this mortal
life, to the rest of an eternal glory. Your faith and ho
will abide to the praise of §our memory, when the world
sees your face no more. Your charity and love will be

# Freemasonry, as it is pnctiled at the present ds{, commemorates
ticularly five great events in the history of the world, each typical of the
lhmal‘ These are, the vision of Jacob; the offering of Isaac; de-
liverance from tian bondage ; the offering of David, and the building
of the temple. Now these extraordinary events, which unequivocally

int to our Saviour Jesus Christ, are the principal historical events con-
mned in our lectures. It follows, then, that Masonry was intended to

te that most important fact, the salvation of souls through the
atonement of Christ. To accomplish this design more perfectly, the most
rominent types, as t:g arose, were incorporated by wise and pious
Erethren into the original system, until it contained a perfect chain of evi-
dence, which could neither be effaced nor misunderstood, illustrative of
this fact, 80 essential to the fature welfare of menkind.
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your robes of purity and light, through an unmeasurable
eternity.® Your seat in the lodge, whether local or pro-
vincial, will be changed for a seat near the Grand Archi-
. tect of the Universe; where you will all be decked with,
the ornaments and honours of that Order, which heaven
alone can make more perfect, and which eternity itself,
in all its unmeasurable duration, can never dissolve.
This happy and divine conclusion to all human institu-
tions, may we all obtain, both strangers and brethren ;
may God of his infinite mercy grant it, through Jesus
Christ our Lord.

PRAYER.

Great and glorious Lord God Almighty, who knowest
our necessities before we ask them, who art acquainted
with all our infirmities, and espiest out all our dangers, in
whose hands are the hearts and affections of all thy crea-
tures, and who alone canst turn them from the error of
their ways, and from the wickedness of their doings;
vouchsafe to look down upon us who are now prostrate
before thee, with all thy usual tenderness and mercy, col-
lect our scattered thoughts, purify our corrupted affec-
tions, and give us the true spirit of prayer and supplica-
tion. May we draw near unto thee at this time with a
true and unfeigned repentance; give to us that faith
which overcometh the world. Regulate our conduct
with such & portion of thy heavenly wisdom, that with
active zeal, prudent piety, and unaffected virtue, we may

% These robes were symbolized both in the true and spurious Freema-
soury by the lotos or white lily. “This flower,” says Sir Robert Ker
Porta,“wufullofmeaningamo the ancients, occars all over the
east. t, Persia, Palestine, Indis, presented it every where over
their architecture, in the bands and on the heads of their sculptnred
figures, whether in statue or in basrelief. 'Wealso find it in the vest-
ments and architecture of the tabernacle and temple of the Israelites and
see it mentioned by our Saviour, as an i of peculiar beaaty and
flory, when comparing the works of nature with the decorations of art.
t is also represented in all pictures of the salutation of Gabriel to the
Virgin Mary ; and in fact has been held in mysterious veneration by peo-
ple of all nations and times. It is the symbo! ofDivinitE, of purity, and
abundance, and of a love most complete in ion, ity, beno-
diction ; a8 in Holy Scripture that mirror of purity, Susannah is defined
Susa, which signifies the flower of the lily, a name given to the chief city
of the Persians for its superior excellency. The three leaves of the lily in
the arms of France, mean piety, justios, and charity.” .
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90 ornament the purity of our profession, both as Chxia-
tians and Masons, that the enemy may have mo room
to blaspheme, nor our professed good intentions and
endeavours be ever evil spoken of. Give us a particips-
tion of thy lovely loving nature, that in the arms of true
Christian charity and masonic benevolence, we may
embrace all mankind as brethren; give us true patriotic
zeal, that we may conform to those laws and privileges,
by which, as Englishmen, we are in the present moment
8o eminently distinguished from all the world. Sanction
the intended holy services of this day, to the present.
and eternal benefit of every soul in thy presence; and
whether strangers or brethren, may we one and all be
daily g‘r)o;wing up into tb{ lovely likeness; that when we
havé dome with all earthly connexions, we may join that

orious society above, where God alone is the supreme;
::‘d:ll the rest are undistinguished brethren. Amen and



SERMON V.

ON SUDDEN DEATH.

PREBACHEBD AT WOOLWICH, IN FEBRUARY, 1797, ox
THR DEATH OF BRO. WILLIAM SHARP.

“ Alas! my brother.”
I Kixnaes, xiii, 30, last clanse,

PLasanT as the work of the ministry has been, and
always is, in all its offices; delightful as the assemblies
of our fraternal meetinfn in the Masonic Order have been
and are upon almost all occasions, yet surely the present
task, and the present meeting, are a complete exception
in both cases, either to the pleasure or to the delight of
them. But, my friends, how like is this to the general
oourse of human felicity! Like the uncertainty of the
sky, the wavering of the wind, and the nature of climate,
how varied are all its scenes! One hour the air is serene,
calm, and mild; the sky is cleared from every eloud; the
sun, unveiled, darts its resplendent rays, and shoots its
refulgent beams over all creation’s boundaries. Then
nature smiles in all the softness of returning spring, or
laughs in all the charms of summer’s beauty; and the
world forgets the storms and tempests of winter’s dreary
season. another short hour, or, perhaps, before the
&Mt fleeting hour has winged its rapid flight, and all

is calm serene is universally changed ; the wind shift-
;th l:1:»\11:41 from t::uglc}gr:’outhm poinil‘:r, and hgoxn ;?:

ighting eastern i or om the rou
erhsnot:'tn‘l;, blows up sttl;rmc andpgmts: the sky is
clouded over; through all the air is carried colds, sud
blasts, and death, and nature puts on all her mourning
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garb. Just so is all human felicity.! Yesterday, or, at
most, but a few days past, we, perhaps, may bave visited
our friends, our neighbours, or, perhaps, a friendly or fra-
ternal society. My brethren, in particular, will remem-
ber a late fraternal meeting in this town. Yesterday, I
say, perhaps we made this iriendly meeting, and all was
calm, serene, and pleasant ; every heart was gay, every
countenance was cheerful ; innocent mirth encircled the
whole society, and an unclouded summer of joy, plea-
sure, and felicity, seemed promised for a long contiuu-
ance; we gloried in our security. Alas! how baneful
any, even the least, dependance upon all the fairest
promises of this world’s ”prosperity! For instance, sup-
pose one of these cheerful meetings to counsist only of
the narrow circle of a single family, and how few the
number of times which they can, with any likelihood of
success, promise to meet, without some blight, some
blast upon their family felicity. Without considering
the frequent failure of the lesser circumstances which
constitute human felicity, such as proa]}:erity in riches,
sincerity in love, constancy in friendship, stability in
virtue, and peace and affability in neighgourhoods and
family connections. Notwithstanding, I say, the frequent
failure of these lesser circumstances of human felicity,
and how quickly, how unexpectedly, how suddenly does
death, that great enemy of all human happiness,* and
which occasions the sorrowful meeting of this day—how

! To apply this imagery to man. We may look at him in all his flower
and aPmne, and describe him in the words of Job, vii. 21 :—* Now shall
he sleep in dust. Now, almost immediately, shall he sink into his last
slumber ; his eyes have only a short moment to remain open ; and then,
he lies down upon his bed of dust, and sleeps too soundly to be ever waked

in by all the noise that mortals can make over him, and ignorant of

that is done under the sun. In the morning thou shalt seek him—
thou, whoever thou art that seest him now, art destined to sarvive
him—but he shall not be. To-morrow, thou that beholdest him to-day,
shalt look around thee for him in vainl! To-morrow thou shalt come—
thon ‘tlmt seest him in all his glory—shalt come, and find all his glory
gone ”

$ Every Master Mason will see how these observations apply to the
third degree, as it is at present constituted ; and if they are carried outin
antieau they ought to be, they cannot fail to make him wiser and

etter, as the'iewill teach him so to number his days, that he may apply
his heart to the only true wisdom of preparing for another and a better

"
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suddenly, I say, does Death make his hasty, his unwel-
come strides upon us! blasting, at least for a season, all
the joys of families, of neighbourhoods, and of societies.

es, my friends, every moment methinks, and some-
where in the world we hear, and from the same cause,
the mournful lamentation of my text, * Alas! my brother.”
Yes, like an inveterate and irrevocable enemy, we trace
his wounding sword in every neighbourhood, in every
family, and in every house. In the smiles of prosperity ;
in the midst of health and strength; in the bloom of
youth ; in the charms of innocence and beauty; in the
joys of youthful love, fraternal affection, parental care
and solicitude; in the constancy of friendship; in the
exercise of virtue ; and, as our lamented brother is an ex-
ample,’ in the very exertions of humanity; and there is
no security, no, there is not a moment’s security from
Death’s devouring weapon. Without another enemy, this
one, methinks, would fill the world with sorrow. Yes,
without another enemy, and this one would put the
world in mourning.* How often, even in the confined
circle of my acquaintance with the world, do I one day
enter the dwellings of a family, to administer, perhaps,
the sacrament of baptism, and there I see the fond
mother, forgetting all the sorrows of her past labour and
travail, for joy that a man is born into the world; the
father, with an indescribable joy, han%inf over the little
infant of his heart, and giving the cordial smile of grati-

3 Bro. William Sharp, in a state of perfect health and strength, was in
8 moment spatched into eternity by suffocation, as he was humanely
endeavouring to extricate a fellow-creature from the same dreadful
calamity.

‘A ﬁtt]e consideration will show that though these feelings may be
common to the heart of man in a state ofnature,éet they are capable of
being modified by the spirit of Christianitg. ow highly soever we
may estimate the things of this worl I see no reason why we
should undervalue the gifts of our ever blessed God—we must recollect
that they are only for a season ; that they can but continue a few years
at the most, and may terminate immediately. We must use the blessings
which are daily showered upon us, without abusing them, and consider
the relaxations which are allowed to lighten our through this
vale of tears, not as the principal business of life, but as subordinate to
the fear of God and the practice of religion. It is our duty, as the crea-
tures of an Almighty Father; it is our interest, as beings who are
destined for immortality, to look forward to a better country, that is, a
heavenly—to an inheritance, incorruptible, undefiled, and that fadeth not
away. .
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tude to the partner of his soul for this additional increase
to his family, with a circle of friends engaged in general
salutation upon the joyful occasion!

Again, but a very few days indeed, tperhaps, and not-
withstanding all a mother’s care and fondness, notwith-
standing all a father’s love and solicitude ; yes, notwith-
standing all the solicitude of many mourning, anxious,
and solicitous friends, and this innocence itself languishes
from its mother’s nutritive breast, and falls a victim to
the iron hand of our insatiable enemy.®? How often, in
my parochial duties, do I see the tear of sorrow moisten-
ing the cheek of venerable age, while hangi:g over the
corpse of a beloved son or & daughter, snatched frqm life,
in the bloom of youth and beaul:[\:, and when, perhaps,
the breast was full of milk, the bones were moistened
with marrow, and the strength, to all human appearance,
impregnable as a mountain. How often have I seen the
strong features of manhood distorted or broken by un-
affected grief, while hanging over the grave of a beloved
wife! Ig‘w often—for I could not refrain—how often
have I dropped a tear, when I have seen the disconsolate
widow lead her orphans with trembling steps from the
grave of their departed father, and before she could leave
the hallowed ground, turn round to heave the farewell
sigh, for her sorrows were too great to weep.®

$ Human nature is frail. We must feel sorrow, and God intended that
we should feel it, under such alarming visitations. What a shock does
such an event occasion! Not merely to his family and friends, but to
every one who has a heart to participate in the distress of others. There
is not an individual amongst us but who feels for the bereavement of &
weapin%family, and sympathizes with the affliction of those whom a de-
m rother has left behind. Yet this very calamity, which fills our
with mourning, may, for aught we know, be one of the brightest.
and most benignant d tions of Jehovah. If we look forward to the
resurrection from the dead, we shall hope once more to meet our
bmn sgloriﬁ](;d state, and e;gtoy their society f(mer; then,
w pinees, what delight, what increasing jo we to-
gether in the mansions of the blessed ! e roep
¢ There is a pretty custom at masonic funerals, which conveys a vala-
ublemonl,tostmherhluﬂﬂowminthsgnvewsolemnmnsio,ut.
certain period of the service. Might not this custom originate from s
belief in the doctrine of the resurrection, or perhaps from thi of
M?—“Thydadmsb;ﬂlive;mugmthmydad y shall
they arise ; awake and sing, ye that dwell in dust ; for thy dew is as the
dew of herbs, and the earth cast out the dead.” B thinks that.
if the custom were practised in the most early times, the above passage
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Alas! my friends, how deep and how universal are the
wounds of this enemy of the human race, from the piercing
of whose arrows there is no escape! No, the thick walls
of the palace of the king, with the clay built cottage of
the lowly pauper, are equally pregnable to his darts.
Strength or weakness, health or sickness, beauty or de-
formity, riches or poverty, courage or cowardice, yielding
or resistance, caution or rashness, fear or presumption,
learning or ignorance, piety or imlpiet{, vice and virtue
—all, all, in one undistinguished level, fall beneath his
mighty arm! Yes, wherever he levels his bow, the
mark 18 certain—the victim falls, the silken cord of life
is cut in twain, and the mourners weep about the streets ;
for the re-union of soul and body, when once thus separa-
ted, exceeds all human power. Such hath been man in
every age of the world ; such is man in his present most
exalted moments; and such, my brethren, are each of us.
To-day, perhaps, the sun of prosperity and joy shines
upon our persons and our families; health and strenit:
invigorate our own persons, and the persons of our
loved friends, and we only feel the sorrows of another’s
woe; but to-morrow, nay, £erhaps before this day closes
its light, and some friendly heart may sigh over our

might have some reference to the following custom, which is recorded by
Maillet :—* The women in Egypt,” says he, “ go at least two days in the
week, to pray and weep at the sepulchres of the dead ; and the custom,
then, is to throw upon the tombs a sort of herb, which the Arabs call
rihan, and which is our sweet basil. They cover themselves also with
the leaves of the palm tree.” Myrtle is made use of to adorn the
tombe in the East. Chandler found some graves in Lesser Asia which
had each a bough of myrtle stuck at the head and the feet; and Dalla-
way, on ancient and modern Constantinople, describing the tombe of the
Turks, says: “ As even the humblest graves are marked by cypresses
Eanted at the head and feet, the groves of these trees are extensive, and
every state of vegetation.”

7 This expression contains some indirect reference to the Jewish custom
of weeping for the dead. They hired women to lament at fanerals, who
played on doleful instruments, and walked in procession. The Rabbins
nay that an Israelite was enjoined to have two of these musicians at his
wife's obeequies, besides the women hired to weep. Persons who met the
faneral procession, in civility joined the eomm{.,emd mingled their
groans.. Our Saviour seems to allude to this, w says :—* We have
mourned with you, and ye have not wept.” (Luke vii. 32.) And 8t.
Paal :— Rejoice with that do rejoice, and weep with them thes
weep.” (Rom. xii. 15.)
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breathlesa corpse the lamentation of our text: Alas! my
brother !*

Yesterday we may have been busily engaged in build-
ing our habitations, but God only knows who may in-
habit them to-morrow. Yesterday we may have sown
our field, but God only knows who may be spared to
reap the harvest. Yesterday with a provident hand we
may have glanted, but God only knows who may live to
see the bud, the blossom, or the fruit.®

Sorrowful reflection! and the picture of human life
painted with only this its darker colour, and all our
sweets are bitters. Yes, if the only end of man is death,
then his very existence is a blot in nature; for with only
this one enemy in the scale of human happiness, and
man, with all his sensibility, had better to have never
been! Yes, if death is the final point, it would be better
never to live ! But, my friends, we have lighter shadesx
and the picture of man’s existence becomes, by these
lighter shades, a8 most beautiful painting. For the short
existence of human life is, as it were, but the staining of
the canvas ugon which the figure is to be exhibited.
The stage of human life is infinitely less in our existence
than the smallest drop from the ocean, or the least par-

¢ Every one of usmay say to his destined survivor, with Job—** In the
morning thou shalt seek me, but I shall not be.” No words are too
strong to express the rapidity of the pace with which man passes to his
grave. Now we see him, and now we seek him, but we cannot find him;
the appearance is gone—the apparition has vanished. We saw such
a form before us—we took off our eye—we looked again, and it was gone!
The figure which we this moment Id has disappeared. We seem to
ourselves to have dreamed of having seen such & one. As a dream, the

has fled away, and cannot be found ; he has been chased away as
a vision of the night. (Fawcett, vol. i. ser. 7.)

9 The brother over whose valuable remains these friendly lamentations
were delivered, but & day or two before his awful exit, was planting
nomuonng apple trees in the garden of a friend and brother ; and when
he h ﬁnlsheg' , was heard thus to say : * There, my friend, I have planted,
God only knows who may live to see them bear fruit.” .

10 « The solemn thought of death,” eays the lecture of the third degree,
“ without revelation, is dark and gloomy ; but the Christian is suddend]
revived by the ever green and ever living sprig of faith in the merits o
the Lion of the tribe of Judah ; which strengthens him with confidence
and composure, to look forward to a b immortality ; and doubts
not but in the glorious morning of the resurrection his body will rise, and
become as incorruptible as his soul.” (Cross. Chart. p. 413
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ticle of sand from the dust of the earth; nay, such is the
smallness of the portion in its greatest length of human
life, and such the evil of its nature in its best felicities in
this probationary state, that till man dies he can scarcely
be said to have begun to live. Here, then, we come to
the important point which will fully produce, or totally
destroy, the intended utility of our present solemn en-
gement. The departure of a fellow-creature from all
is earthly connections, by whatever means or in what-
ever manner he may take his exit, somewhere or other
makes a solemn pause in the course of nature, and
the attention of surrounding spectators must, from the
awful nature of the circumstance, be in some measure
attracted.

If the taper of life is wasted by the slower degrees of
declining age, and man drops into the grave, in the
largest sense of the word, full of age ; or, as the language
of the prophet beautifully describes it, like a shock of corn
Jully ripe, yet even this expected moment brings to all
around a certain degree of surprise, and though they may
have been long watching for this last expiring breath,
yet still that awful moment seems generally to have been
thought at a greater distance; and it is well for the de-
parted if even at last it came not too soon.*

But how few amongst the millions that have died, and
the millions who are now dying, that live till they are

U The masonic service at the grave concludes with this serious admoni-
tion : “ Unto the grave we resign the body of our deceased friend and
brother, there to remain until the general resurrection, in favourable ex-

tation that his immortal soul may then partake of joys which have
Xlrepred for the righteous from the beginning of the world. And
may Almighty God, of his infinite goodness, at the great tribunal of un-
biassed justice, extend his mercies towards him and all of us, and crown
our hope with everlasting bliss, in the expanded realms of a boundless
eternity.”

3 The third degree contains some excellent lessons to prepare for this
event, which happens alike to all. It is, indeed, the price of our tenure
on earth, and we cannot avoid the payment. ¢ Let the emblems of mor-
tality induce you to conwng)late your inevitable destiny, and direct your
reflections to that most useful of all moral studies, the knowledge of your-
self. Endeavour to perform your allotted task while time remains, or m
will be too late. And never forget, that even in a perishable frame li
yours, a vital and immortal principle resides, and that, if {(:: be faithfal
unto death, the God of life will enable &:n to trample the king of terrors
beneath your feet, and direct you to that bright Morning Star, whose
rising was the herald of peace and salvation to the race of men.”
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expected to die! Surely this is the error of man! Surely
this also is all the terror and danger of Death! We set
not ourselves to expect him, though we know he -must
most assuredly come; hence though it may be one
hundred years that we have been living the subject of his
power, his coming is almost always sudden, almost al-
ways unexpected !* And though hourly are the instances
before our eyes, that this grand enemy of the human race,
in his universal power to tread down all before him, re-
gards neither youth nor age, riches nor poverty, power
nor strength, beauty nor deformity, sickness nor health,
vice nor virtue; but takes the infant and the aged, the
strong and the weak, the good and the bad. Yes, I say,
though we have hourly instances of these, the indiscri-
minate ravages of our enemy Death, how careless do we
live! Yes, my friends, may we not justly lament and
say, how transitory upon the human mind are the most
alarming effects of the most awful instances of the uncer-
tainty of life! And though, as in the present instance
of the unseemly and unexpected ravages of death, which
in this iresent moment we meet together to lament with
all the keenness of sorrow, and with all alarm which such
instances are calculated to occasion, give me leave seri-
ously to ask, how little in comparison of what we ought,

B Ju the Templars’ charge, as used in some countries, we have the
following passage :—* You are now performing a public penance, as the
test of your Christian fortitude ; which is to follow the example of your
Lord and Saviour, who hambled himself to the condition of man ; sub-
mitted to endure the pains and afflictions incident to human nature ; and
at length suffered a cruel and ignominious death upon the cross. If your
faith be firm—if you possess that great talisman of a Christian—you will
be conducted safely over the dark and gloomy river of death, and your
Iup&y spirit will arrive safely in the harbour of the blessed. This is &
truth you o;fht never to forget. Every thought, word, and action has
been recorded in the book of God's remembrance; and you know not
how soon you may called upon to give an account of your stewardship.
It is true you now stand erect in all the pride of health and atrengt.g,
but it is possible that in & very few moments yon may become a pale
and lifeless corpse. Even while I am speaking, the fatal mandate ma’
have passed—Set thine house in order ! and if 80, you will soon be stru
from the roll of human existence, and the friends who now surround you,
may be called upon to perform the last sad office of‘:fing you in the
earth, where this fair body will perish amidst worms corruption. Be
ze therefore ready, and rest assured that a firm belief in the truths of the

oly gospel of Jesus will afford you consolation in that gloomy hour, and
emsure your eternal happiness in the world to come.”
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&v the most slitivted of ua-fod: cur-heanlié oppressdey
And upon whom will they. have thbes lasting impres
sions ;vhich I doubt hot Providence mmteltded it the awful
,mt ' * N ) ‘, .o 7 .. v L
My friends, I hope you will' not-dake- tiis obsetwgtion
& ahy intended sevérity of mgptoof, but rather: let wae
heseech yor o take it o the moet saldtary saution of
brotherly Jovesr  «- N s
‘2'41 am s:;ll BWANY ~tmby this dincogres 1 shatll be d=
nger -censare - fri many yuskters.. Firet,
fricnds. of the deccated,” and ‘partidularly the fraternity

of whioh he was § brothar, might ‘expect » P""W“'
wpon the cheracter. eof n daceased: mﬁ::‘ “them .1
beg fetve to say, I .hope thetets-will be thought, in ¢he
ésent aeriogs momant;, & viry swilietenst panegyric ; for
1 nat hed-eveary reasoli,; fSm the mbet unqdestivnable
uptherivy, te kave beliered him 'ﬁ.tediwm
appeliation of a brother, nathing shosld have edmpelied
me to have iamented him as-such, bewsver humpnity
inight have led me o lameat i a9 8 . ”* And
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ke 00 lsnepting. his dusth, 0a deprivieg s of

mech a member, a8 'yon who kpew him know what we
have lost, js moze consistent to-the, brighter wishes of his
now ful]y enlightened soul than all that human lang
fan posmbly say ip his praise.. Yes, my beio,ved,bmtgren,
shere is uo great preswmption in saying, that could hig
#pirit now speak:fo us.in language, he would say
to all the hviog, “ Weep not for me, my brethren, buf
mther woep fur- yourselves, wha .are atill living amidst
all the dewgers of human. frailty, and who are still sur-
rousded. with werldly temptations! - I left you,”. me
thinks wowld he go .on to say, ‘I left you, ii is true,
suddenly end wmexpectedly, but.the Great Master. of. ag-
semhlies salled me henee, apd has givesn, me a spperior
degree te-any that your infexier Order eoyld bestow nﬁn
we. Change, thep, the woseemly lamentation.of 4lag!
my brother,. for this, Heil thox whe art highly faposred of the
Lord 71 S - . O
+ To these who are not of the fraternity, and whose
exriosity having:heen excited.te know what I should say
the loss of a deesased brother, may feel some dizap
pointment, that I have only dwglt upon the ungertainty of

or the next; but it'may-be this night.- At any moment the call
way W arvive—ss it did to owr departed brother—which
pammons us to_ju " This very night the trumpet may soynd—4he
MmdeMMManom-&gjﬂdgs may bs
enthroned ; amidst pesds of thander,. wnd- the wreck of- diksolving
nature, we may be called on to amswer for.our sins. .

s M. R. H. the Duke of Sussex thuis applied the hbove principles whea
addressing the House of Lords on the Regenc{ questign, “ These santh
ments,” he observed, “ are the ence  of long and serious engniries,
and have been greatly influenced by and religrans meditations. Sinee
-the last time I ventared to imrude myself wpon the attention of the H
domestic calsmities and serious indisposition have almost constantly vm
me ; it is in such moments as those, my lords, when it appears ag if a fow
-instants would separata me for ever from-tlis mortal lif%:nd the hopes of
a better console me in the bour of anguish and sofrow, that all prejndicel
cease, and that man views haman events; unbiassed bypngoamom,.i
their tine light, inspired with Christian faith, and calmed L;m
seliance on the merey of the Omnipotent ;—at those times, when one may
be said almost to stand face to face with one’s-Creator, I have frequantly
asked myself what preference I could urge in favor to niy Redeewmer over
. my fellowcreatures, in whose sight all well4intentioned and wellinclined

wen have an ¢lnim to his mercy. The answer of my consciense
always was— follow the directions of your divine Master; love ome
not.g-;nddonotwoﬁenwhnt you would not have them do nato
Fom” - P <8 ..

-~




9

ON WUDBNS PEATE. "y

M, 2dd the awful xuvagey of death. To these Fipawer; B
was the great busimess of the ocomtion ; it war what those
who solicited nty lnbouys upen this solemn otcasion prige
cipau]ydesind; it -was alae what' yeor own pastor:
piously recommendnd ; - end by so doing, I have co
entiously perforwed what I fully believe is my duty.?
Indeed, m;;' frierids, this rld'em essence, the nature; the
riweiple-of our pioas Order; semely, whether living.ot
5ying‘, {0 do 4l the good wo ewn to ’g;m fallow-eren
and veaxing frem this, we cease to be Masows. .-~ = .=
- And’ agpsured I am, that if, a# on instrument is
the hand of God, 1 can-be made useful npon this-solemh
occasion to alarm ose seut to flee from the wrath td
come 3 to entice bne soul te. cease frorg the follies of the
world ; to-induce one goul-to think serigusly and effzcte-
ally. the certeinty of. death siid- the'wnrertainty of
Life ;-f I com, upon this ccaasion, be.trade usefaul to lead
“ one soul to sperd -each future moment-of time in doidg
good and preparing for etertity—to live each future day
a8 though-that day was the last we had {0 tive;. wall am
1-aseured, I say; - that if, jn the hapds ef"Gud; I cem, upod
this solémn-oecasion, effect'this, the spirit of our departed
brother, whethe¥ I eali ‘him o Christran or & Masdén, will,
be better pleased-than if I Pruised+him; or converted all
the world to Masoury.* - -
. Hence also I conclude with ohnen?ng the, aptness.of
oyr text to the loss of our beloved friend ; for, though
the lamentation is not to hiny, beeanse with him, I't
to die was gain; yet it must still be a lamentation to us,

*‘"B{&eeonsﬁﬁtiom of Masonry; no brother tan be interred with the
formalities oﬂhoOxder,nnldesubeatl_ﬁsmsm test, nor tnless
te has been advanced to the degree of & Master . : the wish
of the deceased shall have been communicated to the Master of the lodge
of which he died & membet, the Master may apply to the Prov.G. Master
for adiegem.ﬁon’; on obtaining which, the Master mgy invite other lodges
to attend in form; and urjess the Prov. G. Master be present, he is ao-
-countable for the regularity and conduct of the whole proceedings.

s 'And yet Masenry iz the most ancient wociety in the world; its

inciples are based on the purest morality—its ethies ate the ethics of

istianity—its doetrines the doctrines of patriotism atd brothérly love

—and its sentiments those of the most exalted benevolence. 'Umﬁeaa .

ints there can be no doubt. All that is good, and kind, and charitable,
E’:won ; all that is vicious, and cruel, and ive, it reprobe
Beo the-A. at the ivstallation of -Bro, Var to the offive
d?nnd Master, Now York, 1825. & fh e ¥l
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r, as a brosher, he muit bave pessessefl, beth in the late
imperfect stste of human life, and now in the

state of eternal , next tg- the fear of God, universal
good-will $o all ind s thesefore; in his loss, wot oaly
our fraternity has lost a brother, but the world at large
has lost a brother also ; the neighbourhoed in which he
dived, I have so deubt, hes lest a good meighbour ; the
faniily-over which he presided has sustained a loss which
i$ wounds my heart to mention.® The widow has lost
an affectionate husband. This {8 & wound indeed in the
keenest sensibility of human.affection, and if love can
bleed at 8ll, it bleeds- indeed with & wotind like this
fhe children have last a temder father, an affectionate
friend, a careful provider; and if the misfortunes of in-
faney.ean in any case claim.our Ppity, this is a loss qver
‘which, for. their tender sakee, it would be inhuman not
%o weep. Not ouly have the childrer lost a father, but

berk! I hesr yon aged parent weep-and. sey, the father, »

also, has lost a child; end in this keen sepsibility of
womentary imagination, methinks I hear ronewedIthe
heartfelt groanings of an aged Jacob, saying, “ Jf Tam
qumychﬁm,[ am pereaved ;¥ or the still more
bitter lementation of a David, “ O/ Absalom, my son, my
bon, O! Absalom, my son, woulll to God I had died for thee."®

" WThe Jews had some curiods ideas on this point. They termed the
mdadepartedﬁend“tbehonseor'the 'ving,"toeTnM

in the immortality of the soul apd of the restoration of the body
fo its primitive elementa. And from this belief, when they carry a corpes
to its last resting place, they addregs themselves to the dead who are there
deposited, as ifn&ey were alive, saying— Blessed be the Lord who created
gou, fod brought yom op, aud at last, it his juatice, took you eut of
the world. He knows the number of you all, and will in {ime revive yoa.
Blessed be the Lord, who causeth death and restoreth life.”” (Buxtorf
Synag. Jud. ¢. xxxV.) ’

% Ask any of these miserable creatures what it is that supports them
under their efflictions. Will they tell ¥ou that the sympotf; of their
friends and neighbours is all they want? Will they say that the hope
of better circumstances bears them up? They will say no sach thing;
Dbecanse meither friends nor neighbours, nor anything this world cam
afford, will give them comfort in their troubles. What is it, then, that
sloss comfort them? It is religion. It is a reliance on their Saviour.
For nothing else but the prospect of fature happiness can be a sufficient
vellef for t miaeg. Religion is a never-ailing source of comfort.
It teaches him that God brings good out of evil, and communicates the

-mblaingl:?:r circumstances the most adverse, and calamities

4

¢
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O Death! hdw desp, hew nomerous, how ideslouladle
are thy wounds, wherever thou dost brandish thy cruet
1. Wife, children, father, neighbour, and i this
mee friendsbip. ;ad ‘brotherly lon.dm, ti: t':'mheﬂet,l
weeping, sighing, wourning; and with'the prophet
also, there is the utmost unilon'gl the sineere limentas
tion of ‘“Alas ! my brother.” . e e
My friends; to-weep with them whe weep, is ta enjoy
indeed—if it may be-called an enjoyment-—sll the luxury
of a tear. To weep with them whe weep, is to indulge
one of the best sensibilities of hamanity.  To weep with
them who weep, ie indeed to exerciee Christianity iteelf.
Yees, it is:an inditation of. Christ and his apostles—Jesus
wept! We alse; maid his disciples, go and weép with
bim. And can we imitate them xio farther? Surely wé
may ; for haviog wept with those who weep, we mayy
all of us, in some instance or other, in'the kinder dffives
of humenity, wipe awsy the tear from the mourner’s eye.
Firat, parti¢ipatien and sympathy does this:kind office in
part. Next, the consolatory idea given us feom Christiast
authority, that our brother is not dead, but sleepeth, is
alive again, shall rise in the resurrection of the just, and
we with him, if we, as.we hape he hath done, die in the
Lord; shall’ together, in Bands of unsullied and indis~
soluble friendship, live together with the Lord: this will
dry up every tear. Next, and finally, let all who weep,
let all who hear me—nay, could my voice reach the ears
and the hearts of all who have heard of the mournful
event which oceasions my present address—1I could wish
to ask, with all the earnestness which the importance of
death and eternity can authorise, I could wish to ask—
Are ye old'? then you must die! prepare then, ye aged,
to meet your God. Are ye young ?—does health bloomw
upon the countenance ?—are your bones full of marrow$
—are your nerves, as it were, like brass?—does youf
mount of life seem to stand steady and impregnable 2=
do you count, from all human appearance, many, many
zears before you?—and are ye numbering many dayy§ |,
etween you and ,the dreary grave? Alas! let me ask,
who of you, ye youngest, ye most healthy, and ye
strongest—who of yoeu, I would ask, can have a--bettet
Br’os ct of this kind than our departed brother himself;
ad but a fow days age? And now, behold you! with
prophel snd his sons, we have buried. bim ia the
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“M tomb ; snd wo meurn over him, saying, “Alas ! iny
ha..”ﬂ P . R -

¢ Serious eall! soleman warning! Let, then, our tears
of sorrow, which we now humanely shed for our departed
friend, beceme tears of ‘penitence for our past offences.
Let us weep no move for bim, at leadt beyond the just
messure of humane and Christian affection, for he needs
it not ; but let us weep for oursetves, and for our brethren
who ste.still alive, that whem we have shed those tears
which ‘sve extracted from the sorrows of human life, we
wmay all of us be ‘te enter that gloricus place
where the tears shall be wiped from every eye; ‘where
sorrow and sighing shall be done away for ever; where
the weary are for ever at reet; arid where the joy of the
Lord shall make glad the city of our etersal habitation.
That this may be the salutary effect of our present
wrrow, the momentery guide and counsellor of our
future conduet, and, hereafter, the happy pertion of us
all, God of his infinite mercy grant, through Jesus Christ
our Lord. _wmen and Amen. o :

: - PRAYER. -

“ Almighty and everlasting God! who art always more
teady to hear than we to pray, and who art always ae-
¢ustomed to give more than eifher we desire or deserve,

° 3 The Plain Dealer, in * Quevedo,” thus addressed his attentive hesrer
fo language illustrative of the above subject: “Son,” said the old man,
emiling, “ I ahall neither hinder nor envy ﬂzedehghts, but in pure pity I
would fain reclaim thee. Dost theu know pnceofaduf,mhm,w
a minute? Didst thou ever examine the value of time? thou badst,
thou wouldst ml:lﬂ it better, and not agle)ndsoma.ny blessed opportuni-
tles apon trifles, 80 eagily and insensibly part with so inestimable a
wessure.  What is become of thy past hours? Have they made thee s
promise to come again when thou -callest for them? Or canst thou show
Ee which way the&went? No,no; they are gone without recovery, and
their flight, methinks, Time seems to turn his head, and laugh over his
shoulder in detision at those who made no better use of him when they
wd himn. Dost thou know that all the minutes of our life are bat so
y links of a chain that has death at the extremity, and every moment

ings thee nearer thy expected dissolution? Perchance, while the word
Js speaking, it may be at thy very door; doubtless, at thy rate of living,
¢ will be upon thee before art sensible of it. How stapid is he who
dies while he lives, for fear of dying! How wicked is he who lives es if
he shounld never die, and only fears death when he comes to feal it! He
j& certainly none of the wieest that spends all his days in lewdness and
dehuchay,witbouteomidaingtht,ofhisvboleﬁk,uynﬂnmnﬂght
”m’.-.. “ Bhred LN SN N L.a ¥ s ‘ 2
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r down upon us, at this time, the divine consolations
of thy Holy Spirit; and be it aleo to us a spirit of wisdom
and understanding. In thy hands are the spirits of all
. living; and in thee alone we live, and move, and have
our being. Thou givest, and thou takest away. Thou
doest what thou ﬁleaseet in the heavens above, and
amongst the inhabitants of the earth. Be this our
wisedom, to know that thon art always, in all thy
conduct, iuided.by infinite justice, wisdom, and mercy.
Give us, therefore, in all thy judgneuts, the hearing ear,
and the understanding heart; dnd may they teach us
the true lessons of meekness, resignation, and. patience.
Support the afflicted in every trial ; and may that awful
circumstance which, in the present moment, must extract
the tear of friendly commiseration from every tender
heart, teach us all the important value of being always
ready to meet our God. In the midst of life we are all
in death ; ene momept in health and strength, the next
bowed down in weakness and death. Tench us, gracious
Father, the uncertainty of all human d;pendeneies; an@
may we @ the present moment as if we were sure &
were to be our last. Prepare us, O Lord! for all thy

ious intentions: if we live, may we live unto thé
rd; if we die, may we fall asleegein Jesus; thaty
whether living or dying, we may be thine for éver.
Sanctify this-awfal moment to the conversion of eve
heart. May’the serious and important services in whie!
we have at this time been engaged, leave a suitable
impression upon every mind; may the aged read the
certainty of death, and may the young read the uncer«
tainty of life ; and may we, ome and all, be truly pre
ared to give that solemn account which we know not
ow soon we may be called to give. May pastors and
people eagerly snatch the present moment to work out
our salvation with fear and trembling, seeing we know:
not how soon the night cometh, when no man can works
and prosper thou the work of our hands upon us; G
prosper thou our handy work! that when thou, who ark
the final rewarder of all-them who labour in thy vines
ard, shall come to render unto every one according 4
zis labour and his work, we may be found amongst thg
happy number who shall receive that pleasing invitation
of “gon, ye children of mf:,'Faﬂwr,mye into the joy of.
your Lord!” We beg it for Jesus’ sake. = -Amén. . -~



SERMON VI.
ON BRGTHERLY LOVE. '

PREACHED AT CHATHAM, JUNR 5, 1797, AT THER ANNFE
VERSARY PROVINCIAL GRAND LODGE FOR THE COUNTY
OF KENT. ' :

“ Love as brethren.”
-1 PxrEm, it 8.

Ir has been almost always customary, and, indeed, I
sappose ' most geuerally expected, at these general meet-
ings of the masenic brotherhood, that, by way of con-
verting the world, satisfying the curious, convincing the
doubtful, andencouraging the brethren, something should
be advanced by the preacher, both to explain our Royal
Order, and vindicate the utility and,th:exuri of our
secret and mysterious union. And, indeed, did I now
stand up in a situation where our Order was but newly
revived; or could I perceive, in the countenance of my
bearers, any or either of the traits of ignorance or preju-
dice, I should think something of this explanation and
vindication, at this time, my duty also.! =But, when I

! Freemasonry is an Order which refjuires no vindioation, And yet
bow frequently are we called on by the uninitiated to give an account of
the hope that is in us. If it be a praiseworthy institution, say they, in
sh affectation of trinmph, as if the argument was ananawerable, if 1t be
wniversally bereficial, why not throw it open to the public? Why it is
thrown open to the public. It is open to the inapection and participer
gion %f e worth tm}n honest um:i Its secrets alre hidden bno:;o

at the rec| ne. True, it is nota ing system, bat it
but the fockiom s proane Tra, It 20 prowiyting oy
And where is the society to be found that does more? What good would
zesult to any institution by the indiscriminate amalgamation of the evil
and the good? The latter may have all the information they want, if
they apply in a legitimate manner ; and we avoid all connection with the
W,Lummmwm- that “evil commanications

~
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vasoleat that, to.the mgiorgart of eur present assembled
brethren, I have had- the high priwilege of this annual
address several- times before, I am weﬁepenuaded thet
they are in general so well acquainted with the excel
lency, the utility, the wisdom, and the ity of the
masobie establishment, as to stand in neemither of a
ecordial to encourage, nor a stimnlus to provoke in their
conduct, that zeal which is necessary to the honeur, the
eomfort, or the well-being of all seciety. .

To the rest of my present audience—I mean those of
the female sex,* and those of the other who are not
Masons, I can only say, I am, and always shall be, very
much grieved, if ever they .have the -opportunity of
observing anything, either in the public or private con-
duet of Masons, which can possibly give them any cauee,
even to think lightly, much less to think evil, or despise
thit Order, which we, as Masons, always boast of as
royal, loyal, Christian, and humane. If,; however,
through the ill-conduct of any defective member of
our- society, (and I believe there are no societies of
human beings, in this state of human frailty, without its
defeetive members)*—if, I say, through ‘the i}l-conduct

- % There wre two opinions t the fraternity whether it be expe-
dient to admit females-inta the . On the Continent, the guestion
has been decided in the afirmative; but in England they are excluded by
universal practice. How far this exclusion may, or may not, be cour-
teous, has not been determined. It doés not appear that the continental
initistions of the softer sex bas any serious disadvantages. The
times of ignorance have Bsway, when the female votaries, at the
celebration of the Dionysian Mysteries, used to themselves like
torrents over cities and whole provinces, half naked, aad with dishevelled
loeks, uttering the most frightful howlings; and their frantic transports
weke attributed to the effect of divine inm:am No sach paroxysms
are now to be apprehended, And as to the charge that thay are unsbie
10 keep a secret—we know it to be untrue. .

3 Mackey obeerves, very justly, that * immoral conduet, such a8 would
subject a eandidate for ission to tien, should be the only offence
visited with absolute expulsion. -As the punishment is general, affecting
the selation of the one expelied with the whole fraternity, it should not
be imposed for the violation of apy masonic act not genersl in its char.
scter. But the commnission of a grossly.immoral act is a violation of the
eontract entered into between each Mason and bis Order. If sanctioned
by silence or inpunitx, it would bring discredit on the institation, and
tend to g’:i&n A Mason, therefore, who is & bad man, is,
to the fraternity, what a mortified. limb is to the body, and should be
treated with the ssme mode of cure—be should be cut off, lest his exam-
ple sprend, snd digease ba propagated shrough the penstitatios.”
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of any defective members. of the masonic Order, there
are any here who have been induced - to despise, or even
te think lightly of Masonry itself; let me of them,
for a few moments oaly, the cheritable arrest of such an
uncharitable judgment ; and believe me, from this sacred
lace, where I dare not trifle with ‘truth, that the adviee

1 am ahout to give to my brethren from that ion of
Holy Writ which I have now read to you, will, though
it were illustrated with all the ornsments of language
and of oratory, were I the completest master of them,
give you the true traits of a real and unaffeeted masonit
character. . o v ‘
To you, therefore, my. beloved brethren, as you shall
hear and a8 you shall obey the admonition of the Great
Master of assemblies, which is. his word, though now
delivered by the weakest of his workmen; to you I say,
1 look for that vindication of our pure and Royal Order,
whieh, like Christianity itself, is better vindieated by the
practice of its professors, than by all that can.be paid or
written of it, did an angel speak, or.did an angel write:*
The admonition of the day, then, is, “ love as breshren.”

I begin with observing, that as the created of the Al
mighty God the Grand Architect of the Universe, the
world of mankind is one family, is ene brotherhood. As
the redeemed of the Almighty God the Saviour of the
world, all are brethren, and Christ the eternal God is our
elder brother. Yes, he is the corner-stone, which the
level of his love has so placed, as will one-day unite and
then fer ever support the whole building of the Father’s
creating love in an undivisible and eternal unity.® But,

- ¢« Nothing cen be more just than this recomimendation. It is by the
private conduct of the brethren that Masonry will be judged by the
world. If a member of the fraternity be a bad husband, father, or
friend, the enemies of Masonry eagerly seize on the example as formi
o valid charge agtinst the morality of the Order. But it is no
thing. An tion which teaches its members to conduct themselves
in all the relations of civil society, canhot be responsible fot
evet'{":;li instance of a non-observance of #s instructions.
® This is the perfection of masonie eharity. Faith and Hope,
essential to every one during his mortal &ielgrlmge, will have no placein
the realms of bliss. There we shall seo the things which are now unseen ;
and oonsequently we shall not want the evidence of Faith. The first
step of the masonic ladder being triamphantly passed, will be for ever
dove away. There we shall possess the things we now hope for, there-
fore we shall not need the sapport - of Hope ; aud the second stop will
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wmy friends, it is to be laented, that although as the
greated, and as the redeemed of the eternal and just
God, the univexsal werld is a bretherhood,-and all ought
to heve bsen as 'brethreén ; yet, how fatally and univer-
gally do we find, both in- practice and sentiment, this

brotherhood disseminated. Look into the world, and

ou see nation rise against nation, and kingdom ageinst
imfdmn 3 nay, what is still worse, and more bitterly to
be lamented, we find in the present evil day, kingdoms
divided against themselves ; neighbours distracted with
dissensions §# and, sush is the great declension of brothre-
ly lave, that even in the little eircles of family compaot,
ave often find three against two, and two. against three.
How sorrowful, and how .much to be lamented is this
reflection on the. defection of that love which ought to
be the eement; of every human heart ; for nought but
$his love remewed can possibly give any true felicity to
the human soul. Now, this detection of the human heart

for ever vanish. But whep Faith and Hope shall have had thejr perfeet
consummation, Charity will still remain. The third step of the ladder
tes the highest beavens, and can never be destroyed. And when
the derkness o&depth is p:‘ssed,‘ Mfrekzr&ﬁmimdbgm the Grand
Iodﬁd)ove. regions of aternal lig) bright beams of Charity
will be fully infused into our seuls, and we shall make one glerious com-
peny with the angels and archangels and all the host of heaven. One
mind and " one voice will animate this heavenly society ; and that mind
wnd thet voice will celebrats the praises of masonie charity: AH will
unite in the th barmony to adore the Great- itect of the
Universe. Mu ly rejoicing in each, other's happiness ; as thepe will
be no wants to relieve, or distresses to commiserate, all in that blessed
will be filled with the pure easenée of spiritual Masonry.
.8 , a8 he frequently does in-these sermons, to the all-absorbing
io of the day, the French revolution, of which Laurle, in his “ Hi
:;PFreemsoary," thus deseribes the origin :—% About the middle of the
eighteenth oeatury, the literati on the Oontiment were divided into two
great parties. The one may be considered as ex-Jesuits, or adherents to
the Catholic superstition, who were promoters of political-and religious
despotism, and inculcated the doetrines of non-registance and pessive
obedi The other party was-composed of men who were friends to
there formed religion, enemies of superstition and fanaticism, and support-
ars of the absurd doctrine of the infinite perfectibility of the hamap
mind. They were dissatisfied with that alavery which was imposed 3
the despotism of the.contineatal rulers and the superstition of the
of Rome ;- and many of them entertained opinions adverse to the Chris-
tian religion, and to every existing form of government. Between thess
:o there was a perpetnal struggle. for power, which terminated
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- from the exercise of brotberly love, which is the very
essence of ita natars and felicity, consented to according
to its reality, and lamented over according to its mischiev-
ous tendency aud its miserable consequences, opens té
our view at once the excellency of every band of union
and sopiety which -can, in any degree, renew its degene-
rated nature, or b{ 8By means restove,.in the.lives of men,
its deadened faculties to life, to vigour, and to exercise.
Heunce, in a general sense, without entering into its par-
ticular merits, I take upon me te assert the excellency
of the masonic union.” Yes, my friends, I féel no hesita-
tion in saying, that this union .of man with man, has its
foundation in God, whe built the universe, and is the
God of lave. From this source-of leve is hewn its chief
corner-stone, whose name is Glory, and whese nature i8
Jove ; and. when He who will one day complete the
building of his redeeming mercy, shall eome to cellect
his jewels, he will place in his kingdom, as the sroaments
of his triumphant grace and glory, every real Mason;
and whatever his station may have been in the work}
whether a master to devise, a warden to explain those
devices, a steward to superintend, a secretary to tram-
scribe, or & workman to-raise the building by his han
labours—all shall be accessories and assistants to th
nd edifice of universal love, and all shall be rewarded,
not altogether according to the perfection of his perform-
ances, or the sublimity of his atation and office, but ia
a great measure, according to the sincerity of his inten-
ﬁons, and the zeal of his endeavours.® . .
 + For this vlon, if fairly worked ext, s the pervetian of brother
oo Tl ot 2 it
:l':)d e:otemive, ."‘Bt n&tghflon and g km:l!l.';.Tile trf:t;] llns't)m will be
W 10 senger ve. & Wil L rother
gentle ldmmiﬁon,ﬁ warn him kindly oWihM. Hbz
will got open his ear to the slanderers. and will close his lips against all
reproach. His fanlts and his follies will be locked in his breast, and the
prayer for mercy will ascend to Johovah for his brother's sins. Nor will
these sentiments of benevolence be confined to those who are bound to
him by ties of kindred or'worldlf friendship alone ; bat extending themt
g‘r:gholttbcglqhe,hwillovemd ish all who sit beneath the
of our nniversal lodge-~for it.is the boast of our inatites
tion, that a Mason, dedtitate and. worthy, may flud in clime &
brother, and in every.land & home. (Mackey's Lexicon hv%
of fraternity,” ewys Bro. Moors, (Mas. 4
vol i, p. 36,) “ is accountable for his conduct s » Msson t0 any regulad

:
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. Baving thua, my beloved brathren, briefly pointed ont
the necessity of your labaur, and the certainty and excel-
lency of your intended reward, you will now, I trust,

rmit me, in the plain language of an humble brother
uzer, to point out to-you a little more particularly
the. nature of this your work, in the rebuilding, in the
human heart, that temple of lave, which pride, ambition,
and covetousness, have teo universally destroyed. And
thig,. I am pure, I shall bave your full permission to -do,
when ‘I mention. the two grand motives of my present
attempt, namely, first, tq-stir up.your pure minds by way
of remembrance ; and, geeondly, to e(xrplain to others,
withput betraying any secret, the grand essential of our
UNi6n-—BROTHERLY LOVE.® , o . .
First, I would observe, this masonig labeur, my breth-
ren, begins in the beart. This is ‘the. fountain, and

ly constituted lodge ; but if he be & member of a particular lodge, he is
more immediately responsfble to it. A Mason acquires some special
privileges by becomihia member of alodge, and he has to perform special
services which he might not otherwise be subjected to. But he emters
{nto no pew obligations i@, the fraternity generally, and his acoountability
is not increased any further than regards the faithful perfermance of those
special duties. Henoce, the difference between those brethren who are
wenibers- of a | and these who are not,'is, that the members are
bound to obey the we of their own particalar lodges, in addition to
the general duty to the fraternity. Again, every Mason is bound to obey
the summons of a lodge of Master Masons, whether he be a member or
étherwise. This obligation on the part of an individual clearly implies a
power-in. the.lodge to investigate and eontrol his conduct in all things
yhigheonmzhe intevest of the institution, 'This power cannot be con-
33 those brethren who are members of lodges, for the obligation is
!eglnﬂ:eUnitd States Freemasonry is carried out in its greatest per-
flection ; and this is the langmage of & Grand Master to s brethren ¢
“ Encourage, by every means in your power, s spirit of ubion, that friend-
ship and brotherly love may pervade each bosom, and animate each heart.
These virtues should be Hy inculcated. They constistute the cement
twhich unites the different parts of the edifice into one common mnass ;
without it the building will consist of rough stones, rudely thrown to-
ther, without harmony or protection. Cultivate, my brethren, friend-
ip and brotherly love, a8 . bond of union—as important to the peace,
harmony, and integrity of the Lﬂe; support and encourage each other
in every landable undertaking, in all cases admonish with gentleness,
and reprove withont severity. If differences arise among brethren, en-
deavour to still the tumult of angry passion, instead of adding fuel to
tho flame. If Masons were thus influenced, many an erring brothee
would be recalled from his wanderings, and harmony would be restored
between brothers which had been interrupted by circumstances often triyisl
and of no material eonsequence.” - .
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from bimee aflwhe 1asebr streams takes thefr rise. 'Ndw,
& bitter fountsin, you know, sends forth bitter streams
—a sweet fountain stmdeth forth its wholesome rivulets;
hence also, we are advised inthe Holy Scriptures, ¢ to
keep the heart with-all diligence; for- out of it are" the
-fssues of life.” If the fountain is clear, the waters will
be clear also. From one spring ariseth not-tlve bitter
and the sweét. Let -your heart .think evil of your bro«
ther, and ten thousand to ane but if the tongue speaketh,
or the hand je stretched out, he will feel the severity: of
slander, and his neeessities, hawever™great or inany, will
remain unrelieved. How beautiful and how 'excellent;
then, is that -advice given us by the mspiration of the
spirit of love: “think -not evil ome of anothgr, but be
kindly sffectioned.” + - - R
Again, my brethren, if we would live i tlie exerese
of brotherly love, we must not only endeavour to keep
the affections of the heart untainted with dark suspicions
and evil surmises ; but, if I may so gpeak, we must. keep
also the ear of the heart wacorrupted with evil repors,
aind not only endeavour not to thinkesurmise, or suspeot
any evil against our hrother, but always consider also
that such is the grand gharacter of evil report, that it is
always attended with so: mueh exeggeration, that not
‘once in a thousand times ought we to listen to it, and if
‘we are obliged fo Tisten to it, not opge in a thousand
times eught we te believe, at mest, more than a thous
sandth part of it.* This is indéed a numgrical caution;
but I am sure its numbers are not too largely calculated;
for if the heart ia oncp auffered .to be tainted by an evi
surmise, or the ear. corrupted with an evil report, the

io «There ‘are some unfortunate persons,” “Knight, (On Taste,
z; 452,) “who, by freque:giy telling a falsehood, become, at «

their own impostare, and slaves to their own weakness, by habi
making others slaves to it ; for, a8 this kind of weakness both. feeds and
is fed by vanity, it at first. affords them a specious claim to every selfish
and unreasonablé indulgence; “and wultimately excuses, in their ownm
estimation, not only every omission, but almost violation ef the

practical duties of their station in society. Like the' theeries of the
- philosophical politician, er the calculations of the sbetraet mathems-

tician, the benevelence of persons afffieted with this eccentric sort of
weosibility is too refined for the ordinary occurrences of lifs; which ard
Sither toomgld to attract their obeervation, or too coarse to merit
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wfna.wm-m eoptzinly sound the ejarms andthe bhend
will too freymently either be bound from doing good or
stretched out for misehief; yes, too frequently, in this
seaye, gre-both. the tongue and bard,guided by .the
instinct-of the heart, and language and conduct ave the
tsanscript of epinion.® . ., - . .
.- Therefore, next to the thoughts.and affections of thy
beart, in the exereise of brotierly love,. we naturally
roceed tq. caution that little unruly member of the
'zody, the songue. This indéed, may be called the
::ﬂwt of -the heart; for if the heart is.pure, it wilk
and forsh.pure things. 1t is the pen of the heart; for
if the heart 1s embittered, the tongue is tog likely to be
a bitter.scribe. The ehdracter of thy brother, remem-
ber, is a sacred deposit; lay it mot out, then; in cruel
slander. . ' The chatacter of a man is his greatést treasure;
eorrnpt nob- thou this thy brother’s .sapred treasure, for
its purity.is irrecoverable.. It is, in this sense, like the
life of thy brother;. take it away, and thou canst never
restore, it. .- Wound his body, or. impair his health, the
surgeon and the physician, by thy interest and advicey
may hegl the one and restore the other; injure his pro-
perty,. and thou mayest, if thou hast it by thee, restore
Kim tenfold ; but if, with the breath of slander, thou but
blow upon 'his. character—if, with the language of .evils
speaking, thou but-woundest his goed.name, ten thou-
sand words in vindication will seldom restore what one
single syllable has, in many instances, in:a momens
‘blasted.? Keep, them, the deor of thy lips, nor ever los
the frantie moment of revenge wound that which, ip

1 Tndeed, we ought always to be coptent with the gnards by which
the laws of Masoniry hase proteeted the Order from evil. - Thus, if any
lodge shall &ffend agaiost & specific law of the.craft; it shall, at the
discretion of the Grand or Provincial Grand Master, be subject to admo~
nition, fine, or suspension.,. If fine be the punishment awarded, it shall
be, for the first offonce,.not less than ome poand nor more than five
gnnds ;-for a second offence of a similar natnre within three years, it

all be not less than two, nor more than tenponnda; amg if the lodge
shall refuse to pay the fine, or be nwot'amvdoﬂ‘eme,thﬂodgesbm
beerased,andmoonsﬁtutionforgi . All fines which are levied upen
lodges are applied to the geveral charity. - .

13'This passage contains & beautifol refevence to seyeral passages in thé
lectures, to which it will be unneceesary to call attention, as every brothes
has paid the slightest regard to the general busmess of the lodge
will recal them fo his egelleotion witient sy hesitation. . . - . .:

3
3
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iwherreflestien, 8, fivn wvodiet wisk, ta vedi; %
ond years to heal. Think. the best, but néverbpuk

e worst ; reverence and imitate -the geod Qualities of
others, but ‘to. all theit defeets, whether real or imagi-
naty, hes Mason in sacxeey, an - thus prove {e the-worid
—whosd -eye is. curious, indeed, ovar Masons—that one
of the wecrets-of Masonry is the eonpeslsient “of owr
brother’s fault, which, ‘,}7 d:scovery ooald nmﬂm: be
amended ngr obliterated.

- From eur:<caation res‘?omng i;bo aﬁecmau ef tha
heart, aud- the taugusge-of the tongue, we next naturally
infer that the action will -be kiad, and thehind will be
fiberal. .. Yes) accordigg. $0 - the- e.xplanshon which, a8 1
observed in -the begibning, follows our text, those who
love as brethren.in heart and goeyexsation, will, in theu
nonduct te each other, be pitiful, 'will. be sourteone. -

- Now, .this brotherly;love, fa- lts operatjon; must” bb
thua divided: the former, namely," to 1be pitiful,  wifl
guide our actious Tu the exerpise:o thanty and-kindness;
the latter, namely, to- he-coiirtegus, will form eur msnv

, nem, both as-men, as eitigens, ahd. as.Masons.“

First, to be-pitiful. TFo be truly pitiful, in the amup-
tural seusé of the word, ig for the righ aid opulent, of
every degree, to look after, to-listen to, to regard and to
Telieve, as far ne liés in their power, the necessities, the
miseries, and the distresses of ell those whg are beneath
them, in all the temporal eircomstances of human kife;
and thus, to imitate our -elder Brother, who spent hid
life in doing good ; and, at last, gave: that 1ife as a sami-‘
fice for.the destruotmn of all evil end- mimry *—To imi-

s

h"'ﬁlamlelsthm always speakasveﬂofabmﬂwrmﬁsabm
in his and even better, because, whett preséat, he s able |
gunaelf not to defame him, or suffer hint to be defamed, if it

onr power to Brevent it ; and.if, unfortanately, 8 brother’s condu
shauld be so bad t atwemunabletru!y tospeakweﬁofhim,itn then
oar duty to adopt ‘the distinguishing nrhxe o our science—and say

. “And this wifl not only elevato ourowl
of mankind, but will new {aurels to
readmgoverthewholeﬁweoftheg‘l
hﬂuencemthepoorandneeg?ofeveryclh
" ¥ One reemasonry is
wirtue ; andbythis:t‘lsm ished gbo:
hhmmthnmuimomsd

sr9£
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tate in our human connections, as far as human ability
will permit, this glorious character, who is the author
of Christianity and the patron of Masonry ; medicine is
to be administered to heal the sick; the hungry are to be
fed ; the naked are to be clothed ; the sorrowful and the
drooging mind is to be comforted and consoled; the
wanderer is to be recalled into the paths of peace, by
the solicitations of tenderness and compassion ; and the-
iﬁnomnt are to be taught, with mildness and affection,
the lessons of virtue and wisdom. These are the offices
of the pitying bosom ; and this is the character of the
Christian and the Mason, i. e., to be regardless of our
own pleasures, that we may soothe the sorrows of our
aflicted brother.

Methinks some, who expected, from a masonic sermon,
something more curious and novel, will be ready to say.
I am preaching nothing more than the old sentiments of
the Gospel, which, from this place, is daily sounded in
your ears ; my friends, I yield to the truth of the obser-
vation; nor will I receive that observation as any
reproof : for I am sure I may assert, with the consent of
alr my brethren, that a portion of masonic secrecy is
Christian virtue, and the precepts of the Gospel are uni-
versally the principles of Masonry.*

Hence, turning again to the brotherhood, and enforc-
ing my admeonition, I say to you,  Love as drethren;”

both as & moral and a religious feeling. 'We imitate the example in the
text as far as human infirmity will permit, and lament that we are obliged
to fall short of it.

1 From this Pamtﬁ alone we may gather the sentiments of our pious
brother respecting real tendency of the Order. It is true, that at
the period when the above sermon was preached, a ¢ was loudly

through the land that Masonry was a system of deism. But
what were the feelings of our best and wisest brethren when this un-
founded accusation was first publicly urged? Each worthy brother took
up his pen in defence of an Order he revered,uﬁer to repel a charge
involving our reputation as individuals, and our dearest interests as &
public body. One says, that ¢ the society of Freemasons model their
ceremonies upon this foandation, that there is but one God, who must be
worshipped in spirit and in truth.” Another asserts, that “ Freemasonry
is an whose institutions arise on the most solemn and sacred prin-
ciples of religion.” A third says, still more explicitly, “ the kno

the God of nature forms the first estate of our profession ; the w
of the Deity under the Jewish law is descri inthenwndzg)o
Masonry; and the Christian dispensation is distingnished in the last and
highest order.”
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be pitiful ; seek the cottage of affliction, where misery
reigns with her iron rod; lay the arm of masonic affec-
tion, which is the very arm of Christian love, beneath
the neck of thine afflicted brother. Whilst he lives, sup-
port his drooging head, and cheer his afflicted heart;
cover him with the garments of kindness and of friend-
ship ; administer to him the cordial cup of brotherly
affection; and however great or small may be thy
ability, always remember that a cup of wine, or even a
drop of water, either given in the name, and with the
heart of a brother, shall in no wise be forgotten. If he
dies in the affliction, comfort him with kind admonitions,
and close his eyes with the last offices of fraternal love;
but let not this love cease to act in thy brother’s behalf,
because his spirit is departed, and his person no more an
object of necessity. No! cease not the exercise of this
divine affection ; for, perhaps, in thus dying, thy poor
brother leaves to your care and kindness the mourning
widow, or the helpless orphan.”

And here, indeed, is still more ample room for the exer-
cise of masonic and of Christian philanthropy, than thou
couldest possibly exercise in the life of thy brother. Yes,
the widow has lost her partner, her support; and what
is still, if possible, a keener wound to the human bosom,
perhaps, a family of helpless orphans have lost a tender,
an aflectionate father.® Their wants, both of food, of

37 Freemasonry has funds and institutions by which relicf is afforded in
all these cases. It has a fund of benevolence, for instance, which cannot
be infringed on for any other purpose, but is strictly and solely devoted
to charity. The distribution of this fand takes place once in every
month, generally on the last Wednesday, on which the board meet for
that purpose. The president is strictly bound to enforce all the regula-
tions of the craft respecting the distribution of this fund, and must be
perfectly satisfied, before he allows any petition to be read, that all the
reqmm(i formalities have been complied with. To preserve the stri
impartinlity, three grand officers are to be specially summoned for each
meeting, by the Grand Master himself, who are to act as the Master and
‘Wardens of this lodge ; and if either should be absent, the brother senior
in rank, then present, is to supply his place. There can be no canvass-
i ofthemem%as.mdeocheaseoughttobedeta-mined,bytbepnrity

masonic feeling, on its merits alone.

1 These are losses which are calculated to produce a grief which it
would ap morally impossible to allay. But Masonry and religion
are provided with a remedy which will soothe their wounded spirits by
the influence of peace, holiness, and the judicious application of sympathy

i
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clothing, and of education, are unprovided for; and they
are exposed, not only, perhaps, to the poverties of the
world, but to its vile temptations.

Still further, for perhaps, also, amongst them an help-
less female orphan 1s left destitute of a father’s arm, and
of a father’s heart. O! brotherly love, here exert thy
gower! here, I beseech Thee, thou God of mercy, let

rotherly love shower down, hover over, with all its
sacred influence, and infuse into the hearts of all, to exert
every endeavour to enlarge the benevolent purposes of
that charity, which is an asylum for the unprovided
female orphans of the departed or the distressed brethren
of the masonic union.

To you, my brethren (for I cannot forfeit this opportu-
nity of recommending it, when meeting 8o many leaders
of masonic societies)—to you, my brethren, I would
recommend this invaluable charity with peculiar zeal ;
and thoth, perhaps, none of us may now stand in need,
yet, surely, we know not how many of us may, some
time or other, be glad of such an asylum for a beloved
child of our own.?

If, then, a God of Providence has, in any degree, put
it into our power, let us exercise that power, at every
opportunit{, in the support of such a benevolent design ;
for, methinks, if, with the whole of this benevolent chari-
ty g mean of the Cumberland School), but one female
orphan should be saved from the pit of vice and prostitu-
tion, that one salvation is worth the whole charity of all

% In reference to the above cases, it may not be uninteresting to give
the following brief account of the masonic charity for clothing and edu-
cating the sons of poor and distressed Masons, established in the
1798, and placed under the sanction of his Grace the Duke of Athol, a.
p. 1801. United Mariners’ Lorgfe, No. 23, observing with concern
the distressed circumstances of several of their brethren, and the exposed
gituation of their children ; and viewing with (ﬁloeasure the daily progress
making in the Freemasons’ Charity in St. George’s Fields for Female
Children, induced them, at a meeting holden on the 3rd day of July,
1798, to consider of means for establishing & masonic charity for clothing
and educating the sons of indigent Freemasons ; and for that p

immediately opened a subscription, which, at their second meeting,

increased so much beyond their most sanguine ctations, that
they were enabled to admit six children to the benefit of the charity. The
fand subsequently increased to a very large amount ; and a great num-
ber of persons, who are now meritorious members of society, received
their education at this school.
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the world. Love as brethren ; be pitiful ;® pity the help-
lessness of infancy, but especially the helplessness of
female infancy ; for, my friends, it is an universal expe-
rience, in some degree, that, from these trained up in
virtue, we cannot fully estimate what we enjoy. Female
virtue is the very source of family honour, family wealth,
family virtue: from the contrary, too often we endure
?he contrary ; namely, family disgrace, family poverty,
amily vice. Ten thousand are the arguments we could
easily produce in support of the excellency of this chari-
ty;® but, methinks, Solomon, that great experiencer
and that great discriminator of female worth, gives us
one which will answer the whole—* The price of a vir-
tuous woman,” says he, ‘“is above that of rubies.”® May
all of our sex, who experience and enjoy this valuable
possession (I doubt not%ut my address here is universal),
roperly estimate its real value; and from that estima-
tion exert all our power for its increase, its protection,
its security.
We now come to the second observation of brotherly

* The spirit of benevolence was never more universally or more effics-
oipusly exerted than at present ; provision for the aged, the poor, and the
infirm, being abundantly found amoungst the Masons of every country in
the world ; and Freemasonry has now reason to boast of every excellence
that the ice of moral and social virtue can confer.

% To benevolent exertions of the Chevalier Bartholomew Buspini,
the fraternity are indebted for this establishment. Under the
of ber Royal Highness the Duchess of Cumberland, the school was origin-
ally formed, and by her fostering hand it flourished abundantly, owing to
her strenuous exertions in its %ehal!, not only amongst the members of
the family, but also the nobility and gentry of both sexes. On the
1st of January, 1789, fifteen children were admitted into a house, pro-
vided for that purpose at Somer's Town, 8t. Pancras. A magnificent
building was subsequently erected in St. George's Fields for the accom-
modation of the children ; and it is now in and beneficial operation,
and nobly supported by the donations of the wise and

*® There is a fervour, says a popular preacher of the day, in the soil of
the female heart, which never misses sending up what it receives, be the
culture ever 8o scanty ; when abundant, the return is invariably gloriouns.
‘We kave numberless examples of women in the holy writings, and in
every period of Christianity, that fill us with astonishment at the sacred
sublimity and heroiem of their characters ; and the history of the
world, particularly the austere and virtuous days of the Grecian anl:l.ﬁ
man commonwealths, afford likewise the most illustrious proofs that the
8ex, wln:&)roperly directed, can be more then the rival of man in every
action, every sacrifice that goes to dignify and exalt the human
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love, in its active operation ; and, as I naturally suppose,
from the time that I have detained you, it will not be
unpleasant to say, it is the last I shall deduce from our
text, namely, the formation of our manners from that

lain admonition—¢ be courteous.” I must here premisé
and I hope the premisal will not be offensive to any one,
and especially when I assure you that I have no inten-
tion of offending any one); I must here premise that I
am a friend, not to equality in its present fashionable, and,
I may truly say, destructive construction, however hard
I may have laboured to convince you, that the whole
world are brethren: no, but I am a friend to due subor-
dination ; and, as a friend to due subordination, with my
text, I must now also be an advocate for it : due subor-
dination, then, I must observe, is the life, it is the soul,
it is the whole felicity of all society, and without it all
society falls—peace is war, order is confusion.®  Let God
lay aside his superintending power, and nature, that mo-
ment, becomes again an ungigested chaos; take the reins
of government from the wise, the tender, the judicious
hands which now guide them, and my life for yours, if
our nation, like its neighbouring kingdom, does not
immediately become a scene of anarchy, of confusion, and
of every evil work.™

® Qur transatlantic brethren teach, that it is the duty of the Master
of a lodge t:nJJmu've amongst its members a strict attention to moral
deportment, to mark and instantly correct the slightest deviation
from the rules of proEriety and good conduct; the square is appropri-
ately conferred upon him as the distinctive jewel of his office. &nonl
are said to part on the square, because when they have met together
their conduct should be such, that when they part, no unkind expression,
or unfriendly aetion, shall have d the nice adjustment of the feel-
i which alone unite them in a of b ; an adjustment
which can only be preserved by a constant application of the ac!ure of
morality. See this more particularly explained in Dr. Mackey’'s Lexicon
of’l‘?reeﬁasonry, under the word « Squu:re." ding judgm
“ The most proper way we can take to avert impending judgments,”
said & pious writer of the period, “ to preserve and mmmin our valuable
privileges, and promote blic welfare and happiness, is not to ex-
press a clamorous zeal for I , at the same time that we abuse it to
an unrestrained licentiousness, than which nothing can have a greater
tendency, both through the righteons judgment of God, and in the nature
of the th’.ing, to deprive us of our liberties ; but it is to endeavour to make
a just and wise improvement of our advantages, to maintain a strict re-
gard to religion, probity, and purity of manners, and to guard against
vice, libertinism, profaneness, and debauchery. This, and this alone,
'v:ll.l raar‘vzg.s)t a flourishing, and a happy people.” (Leland. Deism,
o
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Daily experience, my friends, too fatally proves (if we
have any o the eye of wisdom, or the ear of understand-
ing,) daily experience proves, thatin every state, in every
community, in every society, where the courtesy of our
text prevails not, those states, those communities, and
those societies, change all order for disorder, all beaut
for deformity, all regularity for confusion, and all felici-
ty for accumulated distress, and unavoidable misery.®

rt thou in Eower then? the courtesy of our text advises
—exercise that power with steadiness and zeal, modera-
tion and temperance, kindness and complacency. To be
masonic in my language, and also political in my meaning,
let the Master, the Wardens, and the Stewards so preside
in the lodge, that on the one hand rebellion may never
be excited by the exercise of tyranny, nor licentiousness
ever have birth, from the want of due authority, or
through the exercise of pusillanimous lenity ; always re-
membering, that authority may be very mild, yet very
steadfast. It should be very lenient, yet never timid;
proper authority really is, and alwags should be, at once
a sceptre of peace and security to the good and the obe-
dient; and a rod of righteous correction to the wanton
and rebellious.®

To the brethren of low degree, the courtesy of our
text advises also, both masonically and politically, sub-
mission to rule and order, perseverance in the paths of
duty, contentment in our station, humility and compla-

cency of behaviour to all in a superior situation ; with the

% The observation will apply equally to Freemasonry ; and practical-
ly accounts for that argument, derived from the misconduct of some of its
members, which its enemies adduce as a stigma on the Order.

% To keep the lodge pure, and to preserve its harmony unimpaired, it
has been thought necessary by our rulers to establish a code of punish-
ments for insubordination, which consist of admonition, fine, and, in ex-
treme cass, expulsion. In 1845 a question was mooted in the United
States, whether a cham is competent to try its presiding officer for
crimes alleged against him ; and it was determined by the Grand
Chapter in the negative. It was then asked, whether a I of Master
Masons can arraign and try any member at & called meeting, the whole
matter being commenced and ended at the same meeting? It was re-
solved, that the charges aguninst a delinquent brother should always be
preferred at a regular meeting of the lodge or chapter ; and that they

ay be inv;c:tgated, and final action had on them at a special or called

meeting, if sufficient time be allowed for the accused to prepare bis de-

fence. And a series of regulations were made by the Lodfe

of
Massachusetts, which have been published for the information of the
brethren.
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exercise and encouragement of a laudable ambition, to
rise to superiority b{ the regular steps of a diligent per-
severance in duty; learning to govern, by submitting to
obey. Finally, *“Love as brethren,” «be pitiful,” *be
courteous;”’ it is the morality of the man, it is the righte-
ousness of the Christian, it is the ornamental jewel of
the Mason ; and will hereafter, next to the merits of the
Redeemer, be the eternal glory of the glorified saint.

PRAYER.

Gracious and merciful God, who art in Thyself the
only source of all thy own eternal perfection and ever-
lasting felicity, and from whom alone can possibly proceed
any of the gerfections or felicity of thy creatures; mani-
fest Thyself unto us that are now in thy presence, and
give to us a portion of thy perfect happy nature; take
away from us all that degeneracy of spint, by which our
souls are so basely contaminated. Let thy good spirit be
our guide, our comforter, and our purifier, from all the
dross and corruption of our first fall, and from all those
evil habits and dispositions which we have collected by
our intercourse with the world, and from the evil instiga-
tions of our great adversary the prince of the power of
the air. Work thy work of grace and mercy effectually
upon every heart, and renew in our every affection all thy
lovely likeness, through the perfection of which Thou
only couldst pronounce thy creation very good. Give us
the true spint of piety and devotion in all thy holy ser-
vices; and while thus waiting at the footstool of thy di-
vine mercy, may all thy good and infinitely pure nature,
80 brood over all the powers and faculties of our immor-
tal spirits, that we may arise up in all thy glorious image
of goodness, and gurity, and truth. Fill our hearts with
every humane and Christian affection, that, in imitation
of our great Master—the Redeemer of our lost and per-
ishing world—we may be ready, according to our ability,
to do good. May we love all mankind sincerely ; may
we love each other fervently ; may we be always ready
to forgive and receive our enemies; may we always cher-
ish and be faithful to our friends : may the wicked excite
our pity, and have a share in the earnest petitions of our
most zealous devotions ; may the good and the pious stir
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in our minds the laudable ambition of diligent imita-
tion ; and may our chief delight be most firmly affixed to
the most excellent of the earth; may we be ready to
ipstruct the ignorant, and administer the cordial of com-
fort to the sick and the afflicted ; may we have hearts
always ready to divide our garment with the naked, our
morsel with the poor, and our strength to the weak, the
orphan, and the defenceless. Gracious Father, impress
upon our minds the serious and important truths which
thy word, though very weakly delivered, has this morn-
ing described as our duty, both as Christians and Ma-
sons: that, cemented together in the true bonds of
Christian piety, and masonic philanthropy, we may all
indeed, and in truth, Love as brethren; we beg it for
Jesus Christ’s sake. .Amen and Amen.



SERMON VIIL
ON THE DEDICATION OF MASONIC EDIFICES.-

PREACHED AT GRAYS, ESSEX, AUGUST 7, 1797, ON THE
OONSECRATION AND CONSTITUTION OF THE PRESTONIAN
LODGE OF FRIENDSHIP

“ Behold ! I build an house to the Name of the Lord my God, to deds-
cate it to him.”
2Crrox. 1L 4.

Tur Royal Art of Masonry, we have no doubt, derives
its antiquity from the building of the heavens and the
earth ; and we have as little doubt that the First Grand
Architect was the builder of the universe. To this first

rn, therefore, all imitation must, we are very certain,
or ever fall infinitely short in every excellency, either
in beauty, utility, or deur ; hence, as all succeeding
Masons must inevitably fail in their imitation of the
works of the First, we may easily conclude, that the
E(r:iatest excellency which the labours of any Mason, or

of Masons, can possibly possess, must be, that their
buﬂ{l' are duly and properly dedicated to Him, who
is the first ; and that no Mason, or Masons, however wise
and ingenious, however skilful and diligent, can enjoy
any real consolation or comfort in their reflection upon
their labours, any farther than those labours are piously
dedisated to Him who is this first and inimitable archi-
tect.
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To this incontrovertible proposition, with which I
have introduced my ;])resent Xiscourse to your attention,
the numerous examples which might be brought to ren-
der it still more undeniable, would take up more of your
time than the business of the day, or indeed the nature
of our present exercise, will Eroperly admit of ; I shall
therefore content myself with bringing only one, that,
however, being one of the greatest, may easily be ad-
mitted to answer the purpose of numbers.

It is this: Solomon, King of Israel, was the astonish-
ment of the world, both in the wisdom of his mind, to
contrive, and in the riches of his fortune, to accomplish
all that which he everlaid his heart and his hand to exe-
cute! Asa Mason, both sentimental and operative, con-
triving, planning, and building, we find, from many his-
torical anecdotes concerning him, were some of the

rincipal and most asleasing exercises of those hours of
Eie life, which he had to spare from his high and arduous
office, of king over God’s favourite geople. In his own
writings, we are told, that he built himself houses, plan-
ned himself gardens, planted himself orchards, and made
him fish-ponds ; and all these, we have no reason but to
suppose, contributed very much to hie amusement, his
comfort, his advantaie, and, above all, to his high repu-
tation amongst mankind® But at length, my friends,

then read, as well as the entire minutes of the lodge, while acting under
a dispensation ; and being approved, they were formally declared regular
and valid, and signed by &e Provincial Grand Master. He then en-
quired, whether the officers named in the warrant were approved by the
brethren of the lodge, which being answered in the affirmative, the ore-
tion was pronounced. The lodge was then consecrated according to the

ceremonies, and constituted in ancient form by the Provineial
Grand Master

*The history of Solomon is replete with interest to the fraternity. He
was the son of David and Bathsheba, and was born in the year of the
world 2871. Of him it had been prophesied to his father, * Behold a .
son ghall be born to thee, who be a man of rest; and I will give
him rest from all his enemies round about ; for his name shall be Solomon,
and I will give peace and quietness unto Israel in his day. He shall
build a house for my name, he shall be my son, and I will be his father ;
and I will establish the throne of his kingdom over Israel for ever.” (1
Ohron., xxii. 9,10.) And when the temple was built, it was declared to
be the greatest work the world ever knew for riches and &l:z

3 After the temple was completed, Solomon empkyed ity in
carrying on other works. He built two palaces at Jernsalem for himself
and his queen; a stately hall of judicature, with an ivory throne and
golden lions ; a royal exchange, made by filling up the great gulf between
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after many years thuslaboriously contriving, planning,
and building, when he draws near the conclusion of his
life, and begins seriously to reflect upon what was past,
and, no doubt, also, upon what was to come, there was
scarce a comfort he had possessed, a pleasure he had en-
joyed, or a labour he had contrived or executed,* however
useful, grand, or beautiful, which, when recounted and
reflected upon, he did not fully mark and distinguish with
the epithet of vanity.®

Yes ! my friends, in the summing up of thelife of Solo-
mon, with all his riches, his grandeur, and his great
performances of wisdom, ingenuity, and perseverance,
there was but one of his works, upon which he had
spent his inexhaustible riches, upon which he had exer-
cised his unparalleled wisdom, and exerted all his power®

mount Moriah and mount Zion with strong arches, upon which many

beautiful &emma were erected, with lofty colonnading on each side, and

between columns a spacious walk from Zion to the temple. - He

erected the house of the forest of Lebanon, built upon four rows of cedar
illars ; a summer-house to retire from the heat of business, with a watch
wer that looked to the road to Damascus.

4 In addition to the above magnificent erections he emgl:lyed the craft
in the construction of many other works. He built several cities on the
road from Jerusalem to Lebanon ; many storehouses west of the Jordan,
and store cities east of that river, well fortified ; and particularly the city
of Tadmor, which was afterwards called by the G Palmyra, with a
Klmdid palace in it, the magnificent ruins of which remain to the present

YBefore he died, however, Solomon com)osed his penitential so%g, the
Ecclesiastes, and fixed the true motto on all earthly gl ozéviz. : amhz
of vanities, all is vanity without the fear of God, and the keeping of
commandments, which is the whole duty of man.”
du.-n T':; ;isdo(@}not(){ Solomtcl:?a far exmmﬂgmt t?lfn:ny otberh‘man; for it was
i om At the v inning of his reign, havi ted
& thousand burnt-offeri toet?; Lord at Gibeon, &,d a pee.redng pre::x;ﬁm
in a dream, and said : “fsk of me what you desire.” Solomon besought
to have & wise and understanding heart, and such other qualities as were
necessary for the government of the people committed to his charge.
Thismaplmaing‘:qnest,mditm immediately granted. Heeq;;?ed
a profonn‘:‘insewo ughout his dominions. Judah and Israel lived in
security, his neighbours either paid him tribute, or were his allies.
He ruled over all the courtries and kingdoms of the Euphrates to the Nile,
and his dominions extended beyond those rivers. He exceeded all the
men of the East in wisdom and prudence ; he was the wisest of mankind,
and his reputation spread through all nations. He compoeed or collected
three thousand proverbs, and one thousand and five canticles. He was
acquainted with the natare of plants and trees, from the cedar of Lebanon
to the hyssop on the wall ; also of beasts, birds, reptiles, and fishes. There
was & concourse of strangers from all countries to hear his wisdom ; and
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~—there was but one of all his labours, upon which he
did not write vanity and vexation of spint. Curiosity,
methinks, naturally enquires, which of all his labours it
is that is thus honourably distinguished? I answer, it
was the house which he had built to the name of the
Lord his God, and dedicated unto him. Here he failed
not in the dying reflections upon his masonic labours, to
enjoy the fruits both of his wisdom and skill, his riches
and power. In all his other labours, whether for his
people’s good, or his own pleasure and comfort, there
was vanity and vexation of spirit ; but in this labour, in
the building of the house, which he had built and dedi-
cated to God, there was no remorse, no bitter reflection.
Piety, not pride or lasciviousness, contrived the plan;
devotion, not vanity or self-conceit, laid the foundation-
stone ; religion, not ostentation, raised the top-stone, with
the sincere exultations of conscious good intentions. Con-
sequently, when in his last, which are too often our
wisest moments, he wrote vanity and vexation of spirit
upon all the actions and exertions of his past life; the
building of the house of God is not enumerated amongst
them.” Hence, then, my friends, from this introduc-
tion, you will readily judge we mean to draw the applica-
tion of our text suitable to the religious improvement
of our present masonic meeting.

In the history of Solomon, we find from many cir-
cumstances of his life, that as a mason he was perhaps
one of the most scientific, and one of the most laborious
that ever belonged to the royal craft. Now in both
these characteristics, I should be very sorry not to set
him forth with the greatest zeal, as in all points worthy

ambmdouﬁomtbemostmote'gerinee& He made gold and silver as
common in Jerusalem as stones in the street ; and cedars as plentiful as
sycamores in the valley. See Taylor's Calmet in loc.
’Noreonlditbe,forhemsm:dlymisa‘i;:sbyﬂn%tmm
of the Universe for the work. “'The word of i
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of your imitation also. For to use every means to in-
crease our knowledge, and to exercise our diligence, is
highly praiseworthy in every individual, both as men, as
Christians, and Masons. But if in these things I would
at all times gladly exhibit Solomon as your pattern,
yet I would also with equal zeal exhibit him as a cau-
tion.® And I am sure, if his spirit mixes with ours, as
a witness of our present engagement, I shall not offend
him by so doinf; I would then, I say, exhibit him as a
caution. Namely, that instead of having but ene labour,
to which, in your dying moments, you cannot ascribe
aught but vanity and vexation of spirit, there may not.
be even one to which you can really affix that unplea~
sant epithet. But that, whatever you plan, whatever
you contrive, or whatever you build, you may do it with
the intent of dedicating it to God, and also may per-
form it worthy of that same pious intention.

But we wil{ return to the application of our subject,
Solamon built an house to the name of the Lord his éod
to dedicate it to him—here is a good intention. After-
wards we find this house really dedicated unto his God—
here, then, was a goed intention piously and faithfully
putinto practice. Now' to describe this building in the
wisdom and strength of its foundation,’ and to exhibit
its elevation as a Mason, scientifically to your view, is a
task from which I feel myself readily excused upon these
two following ideas :*

8 And in this respect a caution is absolutely necessary; for our Grand
Master Solomon, so wise, and so distinguished by the favour of God,
exhibited the imperfection of our nature by entertaining strange women,
who seduced him from his allegiance, and tarned him to idolatry. But
even here his love of architecture was d%llg;ey;d ; for he huilt some curious
temples to the false gods of his concubines osh, Moloch,and Ashtorcth.

9 One great property of this temple,and which caused it to be admired
by foreign architects, was the immense blocks of stone, of which it was
composed. These remained even in the temple of Herod; and it was
when they were pointed out to the Saviour of mankind that he said, «the
stone which the builders refused, the same is become the head of the
corner. Whosoever shall fall upon that stone shall be broken ; but on
whomsoever it shall fall, it will grind him to powder.”

10 Anderson describes it as in compase 7720 feet, and composed of the
best materials that the earth could produce, so that no structure was ever
like it for exactly proportioned beautiful dimensions, from the
nificent portico on the east, to the glorious sanctum sauctorum on
west ; with namerous apartments, pleasant and convenient chambers and
lodgings for the king and princes, the sanhedrim, the priests, and Levites;
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First, from my own inability to perform such a task
with any degree of credit to myself, in an assembly of
scientific and laborious Masons, like this, in which, even
with one glance of my eye, I can see so many whose
skill and understanding, in every branch of the royal art,
is a8 much superior to my own, as that of Solomon’s was
to one of the youngest of his apprenticed Masons. And
I doubt not, but at a fit opportunity, before this very
pleasing assembly breaks up, I doubt not but that this
same superiority of skill, which I have just hinted at,
will be fully proved; for, my friends, this is intended
to be a day for the distribution of masonic wisdom, and
such has been the specimen already exhibited of the
really pure scientific wisdom of our present Provincial
Grand Master,! that none who hunger and thirst after
the true and the best part of masonic knowledge, need
leave us at this time, without a full satisfaction of his
most enlarged desires.

A second idea upon which I feel myself excused from
this task, is the nazure of my office, namely, that of being
only an humble assistant, peculiarly engaged, not in the
building, but in the work of dedication unto God. In-
stead, therefore, of labouring at what others are more
able to perform, and what indeed is more peculiarly their
duty, i. e. in the description of the building, I shall only
take up a short portion of your time, in just mentioning
a few circumstances, which I am sure must be attendant
in the raising any building, intended to be dedicated unto

having an outer court for the use of the Gentiles; it being & house of
prayer for all nations, and capable of receiving in all its courts and apart-
ments three huodred thousand souls. It was adorned with 1458 columns
of Parian marble twisted, or sculptured, or fluted, with twice as many
pilasters, both having exquisite capitals or chapiters of several different
noble orders, and about 2246 windows, besides the curious pavement;
and it was lined with massive gold, and set with innumerable diamonds
and other precious stones, in many beautiful and harmonious patterns ; so

that its prospect exceeded ev:rt that we are now capable of imagi
ing, a.ndg)umn ever the finest piece of o uponmearth,
mechiefofthbsemwondasofmﬁneethegenelﬂ tion from

1 In order to avoid irregularities, every new Io%e should be solemnly
constituted by the Provincial Grand Master and Wardens, aasisted by a
Master of some lodie within the province. If neither the Provincial
Grand Master nor his Deputy be present, any other grand officer, or
Master of a Lodge, may be authorized to perform the ceremony.
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God, and then proceed more fully in the consideration of
its pious and sacred dedication.
irst, then, I would observe, that the superior officers
who bore rule in the management of this grand struc-
ture, must have been men of liberal minds, of great
skill and science, and of steady persevering spirits, both
in the exercise of their wisdom to plan and direct, and in
the exercise of their authority, to maintain amongst the
inferior orders at once a due subordination, and a cheer-
ful readiness in the performance of their labour.’* Hence
from this observation we naturally gather, that a Master
Mason, whether of a lodge, a province, or a nation, if the
work is to prosper, should daily endeavour to increase his
wisdom, lest his inferiors should seek opportunity to des-
pise his authority as a novice. He should cultivate the
most extensive liberality of mind and sentiment,’ lest his
inferiors should find occasion to despise his authority as a
churl or a tyrant ; for in all our experience amongst man-
kind, we easily find that it re uires%ut little spirit or little
inclination to despise a Nabal, or to fly from an Egyptian
task-master. He should also be steady, strenuous, and
ersevering in the exercise of his authority, for wavering,
inconsistency, and pusillanimity, soon let loose the reins
of authority. And amongst the weakest, there is always
a sufficient readiness of exertion to grasp at every degree
of relaxed power, and take in their own fingers the reins
of government from the hand that guides them unsteadily.
That the right worshipful superior' of this present ma-
sonic meeting, should be at all inclined to think that this
cautionary observation, which I have now made respecting

8 These qualities were symbolized by their moveable jewels; for in-
stance, the plumb is an instrument made use of by operative Masons to
raise perpendiculars; the level to lay horizontals, and the square to
square the work. But, as Free and Accepted Masons, we are taught to
couvert these instruments to a more noble and glorious purpose. The
Bl:anb admonishes us to walk uprightly in our several stations before

and man, squaring our actions by the square of virtue, and remember-
ing that we are travelling, upon the level of time, to that undiscovered
country from whose bourne no traveller returns.

1 His symbol is the pillar of wisdom, and is r(;gmaenmd by the Ionio
column, which combines the strength without the massiveness of the
Doric, with the grace without the exuberance of ornameut of the Corin-
thian; and because it is the duty of the Worshipful Master to super-
intend, instruct, and enlighten the craft by his superior wisdom.

4 @. Downing, Esq., P. G. M. for the county of Essex.
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masonic rulers in any masonic labour bears any reference
to him, is, I hope, little to be feared; indeed, I fear not
to observe in the midst of all this assembly, that such a
specimen of his wisdom and science, of his liberality of
wind and sentiment, of his steadiness and perseverance,
has been already exhibited in the important and laborious
business of this day, that were my whole sermon to be a
sermon of reproof, no one person could possibly imagine
that one single glance of reproof could by any means
attach itself to him.

Once more, in the building of this grand structure—
Solomon’s temple—I doubt not, that amongst the opera-
tive of every description, whether Master Masons, Fellow-
orafts, Entered Apprentices, or other labourers of every
kind, there was a strong emulative propensity, to excel
each other in skill, in %iligence, in order, and in r
larity.”* The lodges, where the plans of the different
works were exhibited, and where the different orders for
the performance of these different works were given,
were, we have no reason to doubt, well and duly at-
tended.® The hours for labour were diligently devoted

1 This disposition was carried to fection by the union of the true
and the spurious Freemasonry, which was cemented by the alliance of
Solomon and Hiram King of Tyre. “ This alliance was of mutual ad-
van to both. Tyre possessed but & narrow strip of maritime terri-
tory, the produce of which, if sedulously cultivated, would have been very
inadequate to the supply of its teeming population and numerous fleets.
Bat, besides this, the absorbing devotion of the Phcenicians to commerce
and the arts, rendered them averse to the slow pursuits of agriculture,
the products of which they could so much more easily obtain by ex-
change against the products of their foreign traffic their skill. To
them, therefore, it was & most invaluable circumstance, that behind them
lay a country, in the hands of a people who had none of the advantages
which were 80 much prized by themselves, but who had abundance of
corn, wine, oil, and cattle, to for them. An alliance, cemented
by such reciprocal benefits, and undisturbed by territorial designs or
Jjealousies, was likely to be permanent; and we know that it tended
much to advance the Hebrews in the arts which belong to civilized life,
and to promote the external splendour of the reigns of David and Solo-
mon. Hiram supplied the architects and mechanics with timber from
the forest of Lebanon, and stone from the quarries of Tyre, with which
tlg temple was built; and Jerusalem rendered a comely metropolis.”
(Kitto's Palestine, p. 476.)

16 The ancient charges of the Order describe a Lodge as a place where

ns assemble to work, and to instruct and improve themselves in
the mysteries of their ancient science. In an extended sense it appli
to persons as well as to place; hence every regular assembly, or duly
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to all their intended purposes, and upon these hours of
labour the times of refreshment or regalia never, I pree
sume, improperly encroached ; nor were those necessary
hours of refreshment or regalia, when they arrived, dis-
orderly, riotously, luxuriously, or wantonly abused or
misspent. No! a house like that which this Grand Mas-
ter of Masons, King Solomon, under the strict rules of
masonic order, built with an intent to dedicate unto God,
the Grand Architect of the Universe, must, I am well
persuaded, have been raised under the inspection of offi-
cers, and with the contrivance and labour of men univer-
sally skilful in invention, wise in planning, curious in
working, and orderly and regular in the performance of
all their respective labours.”” And though no expense was
spared to raise that grand structure in the greatest
strength, the sublimest wisdom, the most extensive
utility, and the most perfect beauty; yet Solomon’s riches,
rich as he was, afforded no profusion to indulge the idle,
to pamper the luxurious, to pay the unskilful, or encour-
age the disorderly.* No! the Masons of every order of

g to some Lodge, and be subject to its by-laws, and the genera
Iations of the craft. A Lodge may be either general or particular, as
will be best understood by attending it, and there a knowledge of the
established usages and customs of the craft are alone to be acquired.
From ancient times, no Master or Fellow could be absent from his
especially when warned to a;l)l;;eat at it, without incurring a severe cen-
sure, unless it appeared to the Master and Wardens that pure necessity
hindered him.

v And a.ecordi:}gly our traditions say, that the chief director of the
work, Hiram Abiff, was by profession an architect, and a member of the
Dionysian fraternity, which flourished abundantly in Tyre, the city of
his birth ; and that the union in his n of the Tyrian and Isrnelitish
races, together with the favour of the Deity, not only made him most
expert in every kind of elegant attainment, but also furnished the means
of instructing others in the fine arts, so as to produce such a perfection
as n(ﬁolt;h;r buildi:gegver sttained to. third with

12 His fleet retu to Joppa every third year, laden vast quan.
tities of gold and silver, elephants’ teeth, and various sorts of scented
wood a jous stones; besides curious animals, and other unique
produets of the countries which they had visited. This precious wood
was used in making the balustrades of the temple, instraments of musie,
&c., &e. Boxes, tables, chairs, sofas, and other pieces of furniture, were
Wently made of ebony, inlaid, not only with gold and silver, but also
wi ivory, acacia, &c., which were veneered with thin layers, and ornas
mented with carved devices in still rarer wood, which were let into them
in the richest patterns; many specimens of which still exist on the
Egyptian monuments.

10 '

orfa.nized meeting of Masons, is called & Lodge. Every brother onfht to
belon regu-
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that day must have been wise, active, diligent, sober, and
orderly; or in such a work, and for such an intention, he
who dedicated would have lost the fame of a temple so

loriously celebrated, even to this day; and He to whom
3t was to be dedicated, must; from the purity of his
nature, have refused to place there his Name or his

lory.® ,

From this brief consideration of the workmen employ-
ed in the building of this house, to be dedicated unto
God, I next turn myself, as is more peculiarly the duty
of my office, more fully to consider the nature of its
dedication to the Great Architect of the Universe, the
first author of Masonry, and the Grand Master of all true
Masons.

Now the first very conspicuous trait which I would
notice in the conduct of Solomon, in this dedication of
his temple to God, is the fulfilment of his father David's
})ious intention towards his God and religion. David’s
ife, though marked with many of the most beautiful
traits of humanity, religion, and morality,-had yet been
such a life of warfare, and consequently such a life of
bloodshed, that though he had been taken from the shee
fold, under the immediate direction of heaven, to sit
upon the throne of Israel ; yet such are the mysteries of
Providence, he was neither permitted to reach the throne,
nor yet to enjoy it, without the continual exertion of
that cruel evil, and that to such a degree, as even to ren-
der him unfit, however anxious he was for it, for the pious
work of building and dedicating a temple to his God.®

19 Solomon had labourers of his own, but was obliged to apply to the
King of Tyre for the Ghiblim and Benai, who lent him his best artists,
under the command of Hiram Abiff, with whom Solomon was 8o pleased
that he constitated him, in his absence, the Deputy Grand Master, and in
his &ﬂresence the Senior Grand Warden, or principal surveyor and master
of the work.

® His conquests in the neighbouring countries brought him such im-
mense spoil, as, together with the produce of the permanent tributes
imposed on the eon?:emd nations, enabled him not only to support all
his expenses, but to lay by vast wealth towards the erection of the temple,
which was to be built by his successor. For this great work, which for
many years he had so much at heart, and which appears to have engaged
a large portion of his thoughts, his preparations of ever{ kind were s0
extensive, that he appears to us fully entitled to the chief share of what-
ever glory tbe founder of that celebrated fabric may fairly claim. For
not only did he provide & great proportion of all kinds of materials, with
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And though human reason cannot fathom the depth of
this mystery, or give all the reasons why the Almighty
should thus decree David to the throne, and yet decree
his accession through those means which should deprive
him of this holy work, upon which he so piously set his
heart ; yet so, we have no reason to doubt, it was wisely
determined ; and that not David ‘but Solomon, his suc-
cessor, should have the honour of this glorious dedication;
and the piety of this his father’s intention, Solomon
very zealously, very punctually, and very religiously per-
formed.®

The application to this observation is so very plain,
that he who runs may read it, it is this ; it is commend-
able in all diligently to follow, and faithfully to fulfil, all
the pious intentions of their forefathers ; yes, my friends,
and apqg would it be for us individuall{, and honoura-
ble would it be for Masonry in general, to nourish all
those pious intentions, and to imitate all those pious ex-
amples of our predecessors in Masonry, rather than to
effect the too supercilious novelty of a new age, which
seems very much inclined, in too many instances, both
religious, political, and masonic, to supersede ancient
realities with novel superficies.

The Builder of the Universe, who is our first and best
example, raised that wide expanded structure for the
felicity of his creatures; this is the true and original
characteristic of the most ancient Masonry, and to go no
farther into the intention of men who have been Masons,
Solomon, the great human pattern of operative Masonry,
built his temple,® first, to dedicate it to the glory of

vast quantities of gold and silver, but he purchased and prxred the
site, and farnished Solomon with the plan of the building. Kitto
ut supra, p. 498.

8 At that period of his life he performed every other duty with the
same piety, punctuality and geal, which is one great reason why such
exquisite order was kept amongst the workmen at the building of the
temple. His own affairs were conducted with such ity and method,
that they constituted an example and admonition to the rulers of the craft
immediately under him ; and the beneficial influence thus quietly exercised,
extended h every grade, down to the Ish Sabbal, or the hewers of
wood and drawers of water.

= He was called a wise master builder. The title of Sophos, or wiee,
was given to such as were skilfal in manual arts, and therefore was
applied to Hiram Abiff, the deputy, as well as to Solomon. Homer
acocounts such as excelled in curious arts to have been taught by Minerva,
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God ; secondly, to fulfil the pious intentions of his father
David ; and, thirdly, as we shall show in the sequel of
our discourse, to ensure the kind favour of his God, for
the felicity of all his people. Here, then, we find in the
dedication of this house, built by Solomon to the name
of God, and dedicated to him, the pious intentions of
his ancestors strictly revered, piously regarded, and reli-

iously fulfilled ; the real happiness and felicity of his
gllow-oreatures endeavoured to be obtained and secured ;
and in consequence of these, the glory of God ultimately
the spur of labour, and the stimulus of success.

From this definition of the raising and dedication of
Solomon’s temple, by 'your permission, for I am a very
plain workman, I would ask one question, and that gn-
ticularly to the rulers of the business of the present day.
My question is this—What is your aim and intention in
the constitution of the Prestonian Lodge? is it, first of
all, the glory of God, in the uniting a society in the strict
bands o?virtue, religion, and pie::iy? Is it, that you may
the more strenuously follow, and fulfil the pious inten-
tions of the first establishers of Masonry amongst men?
and is it, in consequence of these two pious intentions,
your sole pursuit and intention to gropagnte and ensure
the real good and happiness, not only of your brethren,
but as much as lieth in you, of ALL MaNKIND? If s0, in
the name of God, as a Christian minister, and in the name
of Solomon his servant, as an advocate for Masonry, I
sincerely bid you God speed, in the constitution of your
lodge, and will endeavour in the remsinder of what I
have to offer upon the subject before us, to point out to

ou, how, in the constitution and dedication of your
{od e, you may profitably imitate this pious dedication
of Solomon’s temple.

First, I would observe, that the station of the lodge,
i. o. that of standing due east and west, should not
the only imitation of Solomon’s temple; but its inten-
tion also should be as strictly imitated.® It should not

the sorldeu of wisdom (Iliad, xv. 411) ; and some think that the apostle
alludes to it when he compares himself to & wise master builder.

% The lectares, at the time when Bro. Inwood wrote these sermons,
gave thruee reasons for the ahove custom. 1. Because the sun, the glory
of the creation, rises in the east, and sets in the west. 2. Because the
tabernacle of Moses and the temple of Bolomon occupied the same posi-
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only be a station of order and science, but it should also
be a station of seriousness and of devotion. A Masons’
lodge—I mean a company of Masons—should see the
rising and the setting of the sun with piety, with grati-
tude, and with devotion.* It should be an assembly where
the ignorant are taught that wisdom which cometh from
above; where the wanton are taught that sobriety which
becometh godliness; and where the unruly are influenced
to perform all the important duties of religious obedience.
As the sun riseth in the east to enlighten the day, so the
Master in the logge” should stand in the east to enlight-
en, with true wisdom, his masonic companions, and gnide
all his fellow-craftsmen to work out their salvation with
fear and trembling. As the sun setteth in the west to
close the day,® so the Wardens of the lodge should stand
in the west to close the labours of the lodge, and see
that none go away not only not dissatisfied, but also to
see that none go away unimproved in moral virtue, in
religious knowledge, and in pious resolutions.”

tion. 3. In commemoration of the establishment and mon of
the holy Gospel, which was first promulgated in the east, wards
spread iteelf over the western parts of the world.

% The Hebrews express east, west, north, and south, by before, behind,
left, and right ; according to the situation of a man whose face is tu
to the rising sun.

# This very beautiful illustration is earnestly recommended to the
notice of the brethren, as containing a great principle of Masoary, couch-
ed in very graceful and impressive lwglmge.

% «In the early ages of the world,” says Mackey, (Lexicon, p. 836,)
“the wisdom of men was coucentrated in the easternmost parts of the
earth; and the nations which had dissemminated themselves along the
shores of the Mediterranean, to the west of the plain of Shinar, were
obliged to return towards the east in search of the knowledge of their
forefathers. The west was-then a place’of darkness, and he who sought
light was obliged.to leave it and travel to the east. In astronomy,
there is the same peculiarity in relation to the course of light. The
earth revolves upon its axis from west to east ; but the sun rises in the
latter point, while the eastern hemisphere is enjoying the light of
day, the western parts of the globe are enveloped in darkness ; until, by
the diurnal revolution of the earth, they are brought towards the east,
and placed within the influence of the enlightening rays of the solar orb.
Masons do not forget these facts in history and science ; and they know
that he who, being in the darkness of the west, would seek true light,
must travel to the east.”

% This is the true effect which the teaching of a Masons’ lodge is in-
tended to produce. Let the opponent of Masonry hear the instructions
which proceed from the east,aod if it do not indnce him to withdraw
his opposition, I should pronounce him insensible to conviction, aud alive
oaly to the most uhmEz feelings of our nature.
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Be your lodge, my beloved brethren, thus wiso:{
governed, thus safely tyled, and thus piously guarded,
and according to the degree of its extension, it shall be
a Solomon’s temple, built indeed with the sublimest
fame, consecrated with the purest virtue, and dedicated
with the brightest glory—the glory of God. Again, in
the constitution of your lodge, not only imitate the ata-
tion of Solomon’s temple, but its two very tpeculiar in-
tentions also, i. e. the glory of God, and, as far as in you
lies, the good of all your fellow-creatures.®

First, the glory of God. When I consider myself not
only addressing my discourse to a body of Masons, but
also to an assembly of fprofe:;sed Christians, I feel my in-
tention in this part of my subject so far anticipated in
the fruitfulness of your understanding, and the piety of
your profession, that, as Peter said to some of his dis-
ciples, so may I say to you, that I am sure I need only
stir up your pure minds, by way of remembrance, and say,
that you must, from your very infancy, have been taught,
in this your happy country, that nothing can finally suc-
ceed which has not the glory of God as its primary inten-
tion. The fame of human wisdom, without the glory of
God, is but as a blast of wind which passeth away, nor
leaves a trace behind. The labour of human exertion
may indeed fix one stone upon another, but without the
glory of God, the Shekinah of his presence,® the loftiest
temples shall fall—shall moulder into dust, nor leave a

# The government of a lodge is like that of a state on a smaller scale.
1t is, however, essentially democratic. What, asks the Abbé Barthele-
mi, are the solid foundations of the tranquillity and happiness of states?
Not the laws which regulate their constitution, or which increase their
power, but the institutions which form the citizens and give activity to
their minds; not the laws which dispense rewards and punishments, but
the public voice when it makes an exact distribution of contempt and
esteem. Such is the unanimous decision of the legislators and philoso-
pher;of all the Greeks, ﬂ-lu%, perhaps, of all ﬂl::tions.l ¢ Sol

» wnndemg ing, with 8t. Chrysostom, temple of omon as &
type, nyot only of the sensible, but also of the invisible world ; and by
considering further the Shekinah and the Ark of God, more ially in
the Holy of Holies than in the Sanctuary and more exterior courts and

we may illustrate that very useful and most probable notion of the
mof lory, and of the several mansions prepared for several states
in the om of glory; where, notwithstanding every part will be so
far, though s with lustre, that all may be said with open
face to behold gz)ryof(}od,andnotthoeeonlymtthaoalest'uhrk
or throne in the most holy place. (Ten. Idol, p. 381.)
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wreck behind. Kingdoms and nations, citadels and
towns, Kalaces and towers, may, by human riches, lift
their loity heads ; but leave uncultivated a sense of the
lory of God, and all these buildingsin a moment moulder
into dust—there is no inhabitant in the city, and the field
is a desolate and a barren waste. So also constitute your
lodge, but if you constitute it without an eye to the glory
of God, and your three great lights,® or if you had three
thousand, they would be as ineffectual as Diogenes’ lamp
—they would never show you a good or an honest man.
Lastly, see, in your imitation of Solomon’s dedication,
his universal prayer for the good of the people. To go
through all the particulars o%this his pious prayer, after
having detained you so long, I fear would ﬁe tedious ;*
we will only, therefore, just attend to its general pur-
port, which is, that so great and gracious might be the
effulgence of the presence of the Great Builder of the
Universe in this house dedicated unto him, that the peo-
Ple, in all their errors, and in all their wanderings, from
which human nature is never, in this imperfect state,
perfectly free, whenever they returned and looked to-
wards this temple, His wisdom might correct the former,
His goodness might forgive the latter;® and that, in all
their distresses and calamities, when they returned and

® These three lights form the solid basis of & Mason’s faith and practice;
and, being placed on the pedestal in the east, pour forth the refulgent ra;
of divine truth to every quarter of the lodge. They stream from
lace of Wisdom, and illuminate the pillars of St and Beauty, and

thence are reflected to all the brethren. A thesecirmtﬁghu,

without the least particle of fire, are the first objects to which the atten-
tion of a candidate ig directed at his initiation.

"'l‘hos%who:rﬂ? desirolllm of increasing their knov:lgﬁeontgfisgh-
reshnlf' subj do well to procure admission into egree ost
Excellent mzr

® It was a common practice, when any person had built & house in
ancient times, and entered on the habitation of it, to invite his friends to
s grand festival, at which some Mﬁm ceremonies were to
secure the protection of heaven. us, when the temple was
finished, the dedication was celebrated with great rejoicings and numerous
sacrifices. (Ezra vi. 16.) In like manner Judas Maccabeus held a
solemn feast of dedication, in memory of the purification of the tempie
after it had been defiled by Antiochus Epiphanes; and this was celebrated
annually till the time of its destruction by Titus, with solemn sacrifices
and feasts, and everything that could give the le pleasure. The
Romans also dedicated their temples, theatres, and houses, with
festivals and sacrifices.
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looked upon this temple, His goodness might support,
relieve, and deliver them ; that is, in one word, that he
would be to them from this holy temple a God of mercy,
to forgive their sins, and the inexhaustible source of
blessings, to relieve all their wants, both for time and
eternity.

Now these should be the peculiar characteristics of
every Masons’ Lodge. If thy brother err or wander from
the paths of virtue and rectitude, let all the brethren be
anxiously ready to restore such an one, with the spirit
of meekness, and with the heart of compassionate mercy.
If thy brother be in distress, let thy soul feel his sorrows,
let thine heart commiserate his misfortunes and his dis-
tresses ; and if he look to thee, let him not look in vain.
Yes, my brethren, though ye hear not the voice of mur-
muring, or the sound of complaining sorrow, yet let the
gentlest sigh of modest complaint—for the truest sorrow
18 often the most silent in complaint—Ilet, I say, the
gentlest sigh of modest complaint not reverberate in the
ear in vain, but instil compassion in the heart ; and, like
that God to whom Solomon’s temple was dedicated,
aften—Ilet me advise—often send the charitable donations
of your holy Lodge where modesty, perhaps, stifles com-
plaint, and where, though the heart severely knows its
own bitterness, bashful sorrow, like a silent statue, is
unable te utter a request.®

But who am I thus addressing? A company of Ma-
sons! Excuse, my beloved brethren, this uunnecessary
effusion of a brother’s heart to you, who I know so
abundantly in all things supersede by your conduct such
an admonition, and receive it rather as praise than advice.
Yes, my brethren, your intentions of charity and good-
ness, I am assured from good authority, so much antici-

ate my instructions upon this part of my subject, that
what I have already said I feel inclined to change from
sdmonition to eulogium ; and therefore humbly beg, as

® The Rev. Salem Town, in his prize essay on Masoury, says, to the
ahove effect, that  the primitive spirit of ancient Freemasonry ought to
be revived at ﬂz‘l‘:er:nentdayin that intensity of brotherly love—in
all that tender itade to guard the moral character of each member
from contaminating exposures to evil, and ially a promptness of joint
co-operatioa in every good word and charitable work, which 80 eminently
characterised our ancient brethren of this fraternity.”
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it can be no instigation for what is already determined,
it may be kindly accepted as an encouragement to pro-
ceed; and I shall conclude with observing, that sure I
am that no instances of doing good to your fellow-crea-
tures can more signalize your wisdom in the affixing of
your peculiar and constant donations, than those two to
which you have determined te pay particular regard—
namely, the Royal Cumberland School, established for
the maintenance and education of the female orphans of
our distressed brethren,* and that very admirable institu-
tion, the Humane Society—humane, indeed, to perfection
may both these institutions be styled. Can any body of
men, I may justly ask, have a brighter record in the
annals of humanity than to have been only assistants in a
labour of love so truly divine, as either to protect female
innocence,® or to save the life of the perishing? And if
ever once to have been successful assistants in either of
these labours of love, where is the heart, however dis-
tant or unconnected in relationship, that will not say, a
lodge constituted with such principles of humanity and
benevolent intentions, is indeed a constitution of brother-
ly love, a society of divine philanthropists %

% The benefita of this school have arrived at sach perfection, that there
are now nearly seventy children boarded, clothed, and educated in the
establishment. By the published accounts, the receipts during the last
year amounted to up of two thousand pounds. At the public festi-
vals, the children are introduced by the stewards of the day, and, followed
by the matron and her assistants, move in procession round the hall ; and
it has been observed on all these occasions, that the appearance of the
children is not only neat and respectable, but the judicious training to
which they are subjected has infused into their minds a high degree of
intelligence, which shines forth vividly in their countenances.

% « 'Women,” says Ledyard, the traveller, “in all countries, are civil,
obliging, tender, and humane ; they are ever inclined to be gay and

i and Mhubh, do l:ot hmitate,ﬂ:':e men,bto

perform a generous action; more ki perl to err men, but
medﬁnmwd,mmvhhou,ms"pafomingmgood

y extensive wanderings in foreign climes, if

hungry, thirsty, wet, cold, or sick, woman has ever been friendly to me—
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May you then proceed cheerfully, and without inter-
ruption, in the fruly praiseworthy labour of the day;
may every assistance be given you from above to fix and
carry into effect all your intended goed resolutions ; and
may you, like wise masters builders, lay your foundation
upon the Rook of Ages; and may the top stone be raised
with holy shouting, and with pious exultation, crying
Praise, Hallelujah, Hallelujah ! Amen and Amen.

PRAYER.

Eternal and everlasting Jehovah! who reignest over
all creation—Lord of all lords, and Kings of all kings !—
regard at this time the humble adoration of thy feeble
creatures ; accept the sacrifice of our persons and of our
hearts, and open for thyself and thine own glory, a tem-
ple in every bosom. Descend with all thy usual majesty,
and impress every heart before thee with an awful sense
of thy divine presence. May our feeble efforts to serve
and glorify thee meet with thy kind approbation, and
may we know in deed and in truth that thou thyself art
in the midst of us. We have unitedly endeavoured to
build an house to thy majesty, and dedicate the same to
thine honour and glory ; let thine approbation sanction
these our imperfect endeavours, and may thy glory, and
the benefit of our fellow-creatures, be its foundation—
its pillars—its chief corner stone. As the natural sun
rises in the east to illaminate the day, so let the sun of
righteousness arise upon the temple of this day’s conse-
cration, that it may be always illuminated with thy divine

children might pointwithfride,mdny: This is the work of our fathers.
On this subject I confees I have some solicitude ; with me it has been a
favourite object for many years. Insulated schools for the education of
osr&ht::sal:;ve befgl’;l:ead estubliahedh :; dnﬂ'exen:’:“ parts of theEUniﬁ

one of the br, jewels which adorns the key-stone ngli

Masonry, is her achool og me" o Engl
¥ This sermon concludes with & passage from the degree of Most Ex-
cellent Master, into which none but those who have been inducted into
the oriental chair of Solomon can be admitted. It is said to have origin-
the building of the temple ; which being completed, and the cape-
stone celebrated with joy, King Solomon instituted this degree, and
admitted to it those only who ved themselves worthy by their
rtue, skill, and inflexible fidelity to the craft. The duties incumbent on
Most Excellent Master are such as cannot be attained without a perfect

knowledge of all the preceding degrees. See Oross's Chart, p. 90.



THE DEDICATION OF MASONIC EDIFICES. 147

wisdom, and all its members be truly taught of God. May
the Master be enabled to teach, and the younger brethren
enabled to receive instructions; that thy name in all
things may be eternally glorified, and our souls univer-
sally benefited. Open to us all the treasures of thy
Holy Word : and may we all be truly made acquainted
with that best of secrete—that divinest of all wisdom—
that best pearl of all true riches—tke fear of God, and the
love of each other. Preserve us from every snare and every
evil, and lead us to the possession of every good. Let
thy majesty rest upon us, and be thou our shadow from
the storm, our shield from war, our rock of defence, and
our eternal portion. Gracious God! let a double portion
of thy spirit and power rest upon our present engage-
ment, and whilst we are uniting ourselves to each other
in the strictest bonds of holy brotherhood, may we be
still more earnest to unite oursouls to thee, the everlast-
ing source of unsullied wisdom, unabating brotherly love,
divine and pure affection. Dismiss us in the present
moment with thy best blessing ; where we go, go thou
and be our guide ; where we rest, rest thou, and be our
munition of rocks. We beg all through Jesus Christ our
Lord and King, for ever and ever. .4men and Amen.
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SERMON VIII.
PREPARATION FOR DEATH.

PREACHED AT NORTHFLEET, DECEMBER 29, 1797, onx
THE DEATH OF BROTHER WARD.

* This year thou shalt die.”
. JERENIAH xxvViil, 16

My brethren, it is mostly expected in this joyful season
of Christmas, that we should visit our friends with a
cheerful countenance, and not in the gloom of sorrow;
that the festive evenings of this week, should pass in all
the gaiety of innocent and Christian mirth ;! and that the
cheerful tale, or the lively song, should fall from the lips,
even of the most grave, and the most serious. Yes, me-
thinks this is a season, when even the aged are inclined
to put on the pleasantness of youth;? when youth is

1« To the philosophic enquirer,” says the author of the Book of
Christmas, “ few thi are more important, in the annals of nations,
than their festivals, their anniversaries, and their public celebrations of
all kinds. 1In nothing is their peculiar character more strikingly exhibit-
ed. 'lmy show a people in its undress, ncﬁn¥ upon its impulses, and
?nn from the conventions and formalities of its every-day existence.

e may venture to say, that could we, in the absence of every other re-
cord, be furnished with a complete aecount of the festivals, traditions,
and anniversaries of any given nation now extinct, not only might a cor-
rect estimate be therefrom made of their progress in mo; civiliza-
tion, hut a conjectural history of their doings be hazarded, which should
bear a closer resemblance to the facts than many an existing history,
constructed from more varied materials.”

* We love thoee festivals which have been made, as Washington hﬂﬁ
says, “the season for gathering together of family connections, a
drawing closer those bonds of kindred hearts, which the cares, and the

easures, and the sorrows of the world are continually operating to cast

ooge ; of calling back the children of a family, who have launched forth
into life, and wandered widely asunder, once mare to assembie sbout the
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permitted to aptpear in all its liveliness, withont offence
to the (grovity of age ; and when even the highest solemni-
ties of religion are ornamented with the garlands of
cheerfulness and mirth.® Awful sacrifice! then, is the
present meeting to this annual week of religion’s most
cheerful celebratlon; and truly I can assure you, that
upon the present mournful occasion, had not both duty
and friengship unitedly pressed me to the message,
gladly would I have supplicated with the prophet upon
another occasion, Lord! send by whom thou wilt send,
but send not me. Send not me to spoil the festive hour!
send not me as the messenger of the gloomy tale, to
change the smiling countenance of the Christian’s inno-
cent enjoyments into the bitter lamentations of hopeless
despair.*

ut hark ! hark! hark! MethinksI hear the sound of
my Divine Master’s feet behind me, and in the voice of
another of his inspired messengers, arrests this mistaken
notion which I have just delivered concerning the pre-
sent message. Yes, there is a word in the divine writ-
ings which declares, ““1¢ is better to go to the house 4{'
mourning, than to go to the house of feasting.”” Nor am I,
my friends, in this moment at all inclined, with a cele-
brated author, to deny this assertion. No! for methinks
I learn from the scene before me, a lesson which, though
it may for a moment arrest our mirth, in an examination

paternal hearth, that rallying-place of the affections, there to oosrow
yom’:lg and loving again, among the endearing mementos of childhood.’

3 This is also the season of masonic festival, according to the old regu-
lations of the Order, promulgated by the Grand Lodge, June 24, 1721.
“The brethren shall meet annually in some convenient place on the day
of St. John the Baptist, or 8t. John the Evangelist, as the Grand Lod,
shall think fit by a new regulation ; having of Iate years met on St. J.
the Baptist's day.”

¢ Among those celebrations which have survived the decay of the re-
ligions with which they were connected, by being made su ient to
the new faith, or purified forms which replaced them, that which takes
place at the period of the new year, or winter solstice, stands conspica-
ous. Bequeathed by the to the Christian world, it hasbeen thrown
into close association with their own festival observances in honour of
the first great event in the history of their revelation ; and while the old
observances, and the feelings in which they originated, bave been thus
preserved to swell the tide of Christian triumph, their pedigree has been
overlooked, amid the far higher interest of the observances bz whoee
side stand, and their ancient titles in that of the high family
into which they bave been adopted.” ( of Christmas, p. 29.)
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of its nature and reality, will never destroy one smile of
true Christian cheerfulness.® It may indeed change its
nature, and it may indeed improve it, but it cannot de-
stroy it. And well I am persuaded, that the present
fashionable mirth of Christmas festivity, wants too gene-
_rally that change which alome can constitute it what it
reaﬂy was intended for® I am a plain man, I must deal
in plain truths; I am an amb or of Christ, a messen-
er of God, and while I view that coffin, that sacred
geposit, where, if he who lies within it, whether he was
great or little, rich or poor, old or young, learned or
unlearned, religious or irreligious, now well knows the
fallacy of all human things! well knows the nature and
importance of my present situation, well knows the
account I have to give, upon every occasion of my minis-
terial function, of my faithfulness, or my unfaithfulness!
Yes, and he well knows*the nature and what ought to
be the teundency, even of this my present message.
When, therefore, I view that sacred deposit, that last
degrading end of all human excellency, you will excuse
me if I lay aside all compliments upon human greatness,
human riches, human honours, or human felicities ; and
though I have no wish to spoil or destroy one moment
of real Christmas mirth, as it is exercised and enjoyed by
Christians in general, yet I would wish, I freely confess,
I would wish in many instances to change its nature.’

8 'Tis good to be merry and wise, says the old song ; and the wisdom
which considers mirth or humour to be a stain on a person’s con-
duct, is a wisdom which, I hope, for the honour of the craft, will be for-
ever excluded from the practice of Masonry; for it will not, most

- assuredly, produce happiness, either in the lodge or out of it.

6] am a friend to old customs, and would have Christmas kept as it
used to be in the most social imes of merrie Entil:nd, because I do not
think that this country has gained anything by that prudish and sancti-
fied demeanour which would exclude sll rational amusements from the
practice of the people.

? True Christmas mirth is of a very social nature. It rivets love, and
cements the sweets of acquaintanceship. For instance, the Ohristmas
dinner is a gathering together of generations—an assembling of age,
manhood, youth, and infancy. Contrast this with the picture of

& Christmas Day dinner under the stern é)rescription of the Puritans, as
{nl;ven in his diary by Pepys, the chatty Secretary to the Admiralty, who
us writes, under the date of  Christmas Day, 1688—To dinner alone
with my wife; who, poor wretch! sat undressed all day till ten at night,
altering and lacing a noble Settieoat, while I, by her, making thelioy
read to me the life of Julias Csesar and Des Carte’s book of music.”
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For instance, my friends, is it not too frequently the
case, that the birth of Christ is celebrated by all manner
of excess, by rudeness and gambling, by drunkenness, by
revellings, by intemperance of every kind and degree ¥
Are not many of those lips which should praise God for
the gift of his Son, too often employed in profaning,
both the name of God and of his Christ? Are not many
of those voices, which should join the angelic anthem
in singing, * Glory to Gtod' in the highest,” too often
employed in singing the lascivious ballad, the wanton
song, and the lewd jest, offensive to every degree of true
Chnistian mirth, or indeed of all virtuous modesty ? Are
not many of those hands, which should be employed in
distributing bread to the hungry, wine to the thirsty,
and relief to the distressed and the aflicted, too often
employed in dealing the gambling card, and throwing
the plundering dice? And are not many of those feet
which should carry us to the cottage of the poor, and
lead us to the habitations of the distressed widow, and
the weeping orphan, too often employed in dancing the
lewd dance, or cai)ering to the harp or the viol ¥

Methinks I feel myself in danger of incurring from
some of my hearers, the censure of austerity, preciseness,

8« Happiness does not consist in the pleasures of sense, in whatever
profusion or variety they may be enjoyedl., By the pleasares of sense, I
meaa, a8 well the animal gratifications of eating and drinking, as the
more refined pleasures of music, paintix;ginnchitectnre, &c., aud of active
sports, such as huntiog, shooting, and fishing. These pleasures continue
but a little wl;il:h at a tll‘n:e is is ttl‘;:e of them all, u';lly of the
groeser sort of them. yiog aside reparation expecta-
tion, and computing strictly the actual sgnsapt.i::, we shall be surprised
to find how inconsiderable a portion of our time they occupy—how few
hours u): the four-and-twenty they are able to fill wp.” ( Paley’s Phil. b
i., c. 6. )

9 This picture is too highly coloured. The rejoicings of Christisar
are of a more chastened character, one should hope. The feelings whichk
are excited by the dreary a?ect of frost and snow, trees stript of theit
leaves, and other mﬂ of desolation, induce us to take refuge in om
moral resources. spirit of cheerfulness, which the above signs may
be calculated to damp, seeks its innocent gratifications by the blasing
hearth. And here, in the bosom of the family, when the labours of the
day are suspended, it may be truly said :—

With his ice, and snow, and rime,
Let bleak winter sternly ooms;

There is not a sunnier clime
Than the love-lit winter hame.
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and eeverity, if not also of superstition and enthusiasm ;
but you mistake me. It is neither my wish nor my
intention to censure or condemn any of the innocent
amusements of human life. No; but sure there are
many things in the conduct of professed Christians,
while celebrating the birth of our Saviour, which truly
deserve condemnation. To eat luxuriously, and forget
the hungry; to drink intemperately, and forget the
thirsty ; to dance, to gambol, to frolic, to play, and to
forget the sorrowful, the distressed, the afflicted, the
mourning widow, and the weeping orpban, is, I will ever
ufy, while I have a tongue to speak, blaspheming the name
of Christ, and treading upon his holy example—is proe-
tituting the joy of his nativity, and turninf 1t into a day
of condemnation.” Yes! as thou hast ability and oppor-
tunity, I would advise, feed the hungry, clothe the
naked, visit the prisoner, cheer the sorrov;f{nl, relieve the
distressed, heal the afflicted, bind up the broken-hearted,
and cover the wounds of the wounded with the balm of
consolation ;' and then eat thy bread with cheerfulness,
yet with temperance, and drink thy wine with a pious
yet with a merry heart, for then, and not till then, dost
thou properly bless God for the birth of Christ, who
gave thee this holy example; then, and not till then,
will God, or can God, accept thy work ; then, and not
till then, can ye keep the holy feast, and glorify God for
the unspeakable gift."*

10 There can be no doubt but such conddct would profane that holy
day; but Christianity teaches a different lesson. ¢ The services of the
church about this season,” says Washington Irving, “ are extremely ten-
der and instgiering. They dwell on the beautiful story ef the origin of our
faith, and the pastoral scenes that accompanied its announcement.
gradually increase in fervor and pathos during the season of Advent,
until they break forth in full jubilee, on the morning that brovght peace
and good will to men.” This is calcnlated to prepare the soal for better
and more holy feelings than those mentioned in the text. The joys of an
old Christmas ﬂrecigz bad little of evil in them. .

U These are all masonic virtues, and are fully carried out in our ex-
tensive charities.

18 « Tn Jesus, whether we regard his lessons or his example, we see not
only benevolence, but benevolence the most enlarged and comprehensive.
In the parable of the good Samsritan, thevery;ointoﬂhestoryis,tht
the person relieved by him was the national and religious enemy of his bene-

actor. Our Lord declared the equigy of the divine administration, when
told the Jews that many should come from the east and west, and
should sit down with Al Isaac, and Jaoob, in the kingdom of




PREPARATION POR DEATH. 183

Henoce, my friends, the message of our text, however
irksome in its first attack upon human passion—the
message of our text, in the midst of worldly festivity,
becomes a salutary antidote to turn that worldly fes-
tivity into all the reality of pure Christian joy.* And
for this end, I first beg leave to bring my message to
you, my aged friends. You will excuse the familiarity
of the term friends, for in this sacred place, where, by
the obliging kindness of your pastor, I am this moment
permitted to share in his labour, I feel all that attach-
ment of sacred friendship for your eternal interest, as I
should for those of my own hearers, were I this moment
in my own pulpit; nor have I any doubt but he will
sanction the little familiarity of styling you my friends,
in the importance of a subject in which both he and I

heaven ; but that the children of the kingdom should be cast into outer
darkness. His reproof of the hasty zeal of his disciples, who would needs
call down fire from heaven to sv:gsmtﬁ'mntputupontheirm,
shows the lenity of his character of his religion, and his opinion of
the manner in which the most unreasonable opponents ought to be treat-
ed, or at least of the manner in which they ought not to be treated. The
terms in which his rebuke was conv. deserve to be noticed—* Ye
know not what manner of spirit ye are of.’” (Paley's Evidenoes, part ii.
¢ 2.) This is the pure spirit of masonic benevolence.

B Hear the account of the manner in which a good clergyman treats
Christmas, as it is given in the Monthly Magazine :—* Our pastor was
told one day, in argument, that the interests of Ohr'-ﬁmit{um op-
poeed to universal enlightenment. I shall not easily fo; is answer.
‘The interests of Christianity,’ said he, ‘are the same as the interests of
society. It has no other meaning. Christianity is that very enlighten-
ment you speak of. Let any man find out that thing, whatever it be,
which is to perform the very greatest good to society, even to its own
apparent detriment, and I say that is Christianity, or I know not the
spirit of its founder. What! shall we take Christianity for an arith-
metical puzzle, or a contradiction in terms, or the bitterness of a bad argu-
meat, or the interests, real or supposed, of any particular set of men?
God forbid! I wish to speak with reverence of whatever has takem
place in the order of providence. I wish to think the best of the very
evils that have happened—that a good has been got out of them; per-
‘haps that they were even neoms:g to the . But when once we have
obtained better means, and the others are ed by the benevolent, and
scorned by the wise, then is the time come for throwing open the doors
to all kindliness, and to all knowledge, and the end of Ciristianity is at~
tained in the reign of beneficence.’ In this spirit our pastor preaches to
us always, but most &uticularly on Christmas Day, when he takes occa-
sion to enlarge on the character and views of the Divine Person who is
supposed then to have been born, and sends us home more than usually
rejoicing.” 1

1
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must, from our undivided interests in our profeseion, be
the friends of all mankind.

To you, then, my aged friends, I first bring my mes-

e, and you must give me leave to bring it very point-

:ﬁy —¢ This year thou shalt die”” 'What! are you
alarmed? Do you disbelieve the solemn warning? Are
zou whispering to yourself the flattering tale, there are

ut three days before the present year shall close its
final period, and sure the preacher may be deceived ; 1
shall not die this year! P answer, surely it is possible
you may not die this year; nor, my friends, have I a
single wish that this awful prophecy may be fulfilled ;
but, my aged friends, look on that coffin,' cast your eye
for one moment upon that sacred deposit, and reflect
had you and I met our departed brother on the mornin
before his fall from yonder dreadful precipice, and I
said to him, ¢ This year, my brother—this year thou
shalt die,” had he not a greater reason to have mocked
the preacher for his superstitious fears, and had he not a
greater cause to have laughed at his gloomy tale than
thou hast, whose tottering limbs perhaps are now
shaking on the brink of the grave, and whose grey hairs
are strong indications of the proximity of a shroud?
What! shall the age of forty rush into the grave, and
seventy, the aprointed ge of man, bid defiance to its
ravages? Surely no! He had, according to all human
foresight—he had the probability of an escape for many

 Death is the irreversible decree which was pronounced on man when
he had the divine command ; after death comes judg-
ment. For this termination of our el}n-obutions.ry state, it is equally our
duty and interest, as Masons as well as Christians, to prepare, by the
habitual practice of every moral and social virtue. Qur m in the
atoning blood of a crucified Redeemer must be firm, and our practice of
the duties which he has enjoined must be constant and effective. How
can we better employ our time in this world than by preparing for fata-
rity? How can we more properly use the fleeting period of mortality,
than by indulging an uniform and anxious hope, animated by the faith
and promises of the mel; 8 humble anticipation of approval in that
‘day when every man be judged according to his worEx; and* endea-
voring 8o to pass through time, as to procure an interest in Him, through
whose merits alone we can e?ect to be happy in eternity? If ::ﬁo
this, we may look forward with composure to that awful period when
Death shall draw his sable curtain round our pillow; when we shall
exchange a corruptible for an incorruptible body, and receive that bless-
ed sentence which shall seal our felicity for ever.
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years to come; thy farthest boundary—thy utmost
stretch of life’s longest expectation ie—*¢ This year thou
shalt die.” No! however near the final period of the
present year, thou hast not an item to lose of the solemn
warning. No! when I hear the solemn and inspired
warning, a8 in the awful instance before us, “ In the midst
of life we are in death,” had we arrived to the last hour of
the present year, to none before me, much less to the
tottering of a declining worn-out age, should I be at all
untimely in my admonition—*¢ This year thou shalt die.”
Take, take, ye venerable, the holy admenition. That it
may prove untrue, I most heartily wish ; but that it can
be unseasonable or unnecessary, 1 totally deny. You are
arrived at the last stage, and allowing you have done all
that you could do, still, when you come to die, there
is always enough to do.”

Reflect, first, on the value of time; secondly, on the
importance of eternity; and, thirdly, seriously reflect,
what is the work of time, as it looks to the rewards of
eternity. Oh what a theme is this! what have I not to
say, when I am waming old age to prepare for the awful
scene of their most certainly approaching exit! Let me
ask, have you redeemed the time as you ought, seeing all
our days are evil? Have you repented of your sins,
which are numerous as the moments of your lives? Have
you turned unto that God, from whom, both by nature
and practice, you have so universally revolted, with that
true compunction of spirit, and with that holy eontrition
of heart, which, through the merits of {our Redeemer,
can obtain a true, areal, and a substantial reconciliation !
Have you loved and served God as ye ought, seeing he

»F not only inculcates the certainty of-death, but also the
resurrection, and a future state of existence in happiness or misery, ac-
cording to the deeds done in this life. It teaches that at the latest s
when all the glow and spirit of existence is gone—when the summer is
ended—when mshinesfni::l{vn the scene—when the leaves fall
off from the bowers of delight, the bloom and splendour of life are
over for ever; in this cold and naked winter of his days, the upright
Mason is warmed by genial thoughts that cheer and cherish his
and supply the absence of animal ardour. Though dead to the pleasures
of sense, unable to taste any more what he eats or what he drinks, or to
hear the voice of singingmm or ginging women, the remembrance of &
life devoted to duty, is “ meat to eat,” with which he may yet regale him-
self The voice of maggmvingeomcienceismusictowhichthewoﬂh
brother may listen with delight, even at his latest hour. (Fawcett, Ser. 43
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bath given you life and breath, and, through the sacrifice
of his Son, all things necessary to faith and holiness ?
Have you loved your friends, your enemy, your brother,
as ye ought, seeing ye were sent into the world with
these commands? Have ye, at the expense of time,
which is its only true commerce—have ye, at the expense
of time, purchased the sure reversion of eternal felicity? **
If ye have done all these things, the hour is not far off
when, as a shock of corn, fully ripe, ye shall be gathered
into the garner of our God, and receive that pleasant in-
vitation of— Come, ye blessed of my Father, inherit the
kingdom prepared for you.” If ye have not done all, or
sny of these necessary works of piety, religion, and god-
liness, receive, I beseech you, the sincerity of this en-
deavour with all its intenged force ; for ere the new year
beginas its circle into the vortex of eternity, this very ad-
monition may tingle in your ears with a sound which is
very far from the wish of him who now brings it from
the source of mercy.”

Yes, my aged friends, near as the last moments of the
present declining year may draw to their final period—
near as the first approaching morn of the next revolving
portion may be to 1ts wasting sands, ere the former con-
cludes, or the latter takes its beginning, that awful view
of a vast eternity may open to the eye of your enlight-
ened mind errors of t{e pest, which shall thunder terror

3 Quevedo well obeerves, at the commencement of his fifth vision—
“ How greatly are we deceived in the quality and value of the things we
covet, since it is quite impossible for anything in this world to fix our ap-
s:ltites and desires, which are still wavering and changing like pilgri

ighted with, and cherished by, vanity. What we pursue wi
greatest delight and passion imaginable, yields us nothing but satiety and
repentance in the possession ; yet such is the power of appetites of
ours, that when they call and command, we follow and obey, we
find in the end, that what we took for & besuty in the pursuit, proves but
& carcase in the quarry, and we are sick of it as soon as we have it.
Now the world, that knows our palate and inclination, never fails to
feed the humour, and to flatter and entertain us with every kind of change
and novelty, as the most certain means of gaining upon our affections.”

7 As our lectures admonish, let us imitate the Christian in his virtaons
and amiable conduct; in his unfeigned piety to God ; in his inflexible
fidelity to his trust ; that we may welcome the grim tyrant, Death, and
receive him as a kind sent from our Supreme Grand Master,

‘to tranalate us from thisimg to that all-perfect, glorious, and celes-
u

tial lodge above, where the Supreme Architect of the Universe presides.
{Cross. Masopic Chart, p. 41.)
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through your soul, and miseries of the fature, which now,
S:rhaps, ye will not believe, though an angel from heaven
clared them unto you. Beware of the value of the
present moment—-*‘Now 1s the accepted time, now is the day -
of salvation.” Hear the husbandman of the vineyard im-
rtuning you respecting your long-lost time of idleness ;
ear him advise, “Go ye into the vineyard ;° hear bim en-
courage you, “Whatever ts right, that shall you receive.”
See also the period and eonclusion of mercy ; though
they went in at the eleventh hour, they each of them
received every man a penny,—a full portion of everlast-
ing felicity. May God Almighty give the aged of this
congregation the wisdom to return, though it is but at
the eleventh hour,

To the young and to the middle-aged I now turn my-
self, I must confess, to deliver the sacred admonition of
my text with sensations of greater difficulty, though that
awful instance before me very impressively says, be not
less faithful. Yes, my friends, to tell the man of health
and vigour, whose mountain of strength, to all human
appearance, seems invulnerable ; to tell the rising youth,
who is just stepping on the uncertain stage of life; to
tell the blooming virgin, whose roseate countenance, as
it were, declares in every smile an unshaken lease of un-

_ interrupted years to come; to tell all these, and such as
these, the awful message of my text—This year thou
ehalt die,” is a task which almost misgives by best inten-
tions, and almost shakes my best resolves. But oh! how
often within the circle of only my last year’s parochial
exercises, have I, with a pitying heart, seen the widow
and the widower, with a tottering, an uneven, a reluc-
tant step, turn from that spot of earth which confined
the dear remains of those whom, perhaps but a few days
before, they fondly hoped to have enjoyed, in connubial
felicity, for many years to come. Yes, ask the mourning
widow of our departed brother, if, in the morning of this
day se’nnight, she ex?ected to witness the mournful
trophies of this night’s awful solemnity.® Nay, little
did I think, when, in the month of June, in my journey
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to Chatham to meet you, my brethren, his vivacious
hand helped me from the chaise, little did I think that the
next December of nature’s vivacity, would prove the De-
cember of our brother’s life.

But, again, not only have I witnessed in many instances,
the weeping widow, and the mourning widower, for the
ravages of death uﬁon the mountain of ripened age, but
I have also seen the eye of youth weep over a sister’s
ashes, and the countenance of virgin beauty veiled in
deepest sorrow for a departed brother. Nay, I have, in
the course of last year, prepared the indentures of bridal
ceremony, and death, before the joyful moment, has de-
stroyed the necessity of the sacred parchments. Nay,
still farther, I myself, as a father, have lately seen the
tender infant drop like a tender bud, nip by the
pinching frost from its mother’s breast, and fall a lifeless
victim into the icy arms of Death. Oh! ye firm in
health! oh ye blooming youth of either sex! oh ye
children! if ye have a maturity of hearing for- these
sacred things, hear, I beseech you, the admonition of a
father, of a brother, of a friend ; nay, hear the sacred
admounition of divine inspiration: ¢ This year thou shalt
die ”” That this may be a true Pro hecy, God forbid!
but, nevertheless, that we may all take the solemn warn-
ing, I most earnestly advise—I most earnestly pray.!

For what I beseeoh you, my youngest or my most
stout-hearted friends, is your security against the execu-

19 Nothing surely can be a more urgent consideration of the necessi
of a speedy repentance than this. Hear the lan, of one who dela,
his repentance, and, like Dives, was cast into hell :—* Wretch that I am!
The greatest penitent that ever lived never suffered the mortification which
Thave endured! I have watched—I have fasted—I have scarcely had any
clothes upon my back—my whols life has been a restless course of tor-
ment, both of body and mind ; and all this to get money for my children,
that I might see them well married, purchase posts at court, or pro-
cure them some other preferment in the world; starving myself in the
conclusion, rather than lessen the property I had made for my posterity.
And {et, notwithstanding this, my fatherly care, I was no sooner dead
than forgotten, and my next heir buired me without tears or mourning,
and, indeed, without &0 much as paying my legacies, or ‘r‘nymg for my
soul, a8 if they had received certain intelligence of my damnation. To
increase my misery, the prodi are now squandering and consuming
the estate in gambling and other debaucheries, which I had lguned by
80 much industry, vexation, and oppression ; and for which I suffer, at
this instant, such insapportable torments.” (Quevedo, Vision 6.)

-~
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tion of this divine sentence, to which I have now endea-
voured to call your most serious attention? KExamine
the world at large, look into your own neighbourhood,
pry with the most curious attention into the little circles
of your families and friendships. Ask the families of the
rich and honourable, with what sums, or with what titles
they are able to bribe this universal ravager of our life’s
best felicities, whose untimely shaft we are now lament-
ing. Ask the young, the gay, the beautiful, the healthy,
and the strong, by what means they are provided against
his sudden, his prepared, his untimely arrows. Does he
ask the parents’ leave to cut off the child? Does he ask
the anxious husband, or the loving wife, when, or by
what kind or gentle means, he should deprive them of
their best felicity, the partner of their soul? Does he
ever proclaim through the circles of gaiety, or the man-
sions of pleasure, that on such a day he will take from
them such a number of their votaries, and that, therefore,
they should consult amongst themselves, whom they
could best, or more conveniently part with? Surely, he
asketh no such questions; riches and honours have no
bribes for his insatiable desires; youth or gaiety, or
health, or beauty, have no power to disarm his severity ;

arents can find no reprieve for their most beloved chil-
sren; the most unsullied and undivided affection cannot
blunt the arrows of his malignant wrath, nor can the
mansions of pleasure point out to him the objects best
suited for his avaricious wishes. No! without one single
exception of another’s making, he levels his unresisted
arrow, and all must fall before him—the rich and the

oor, the old and the young, the gay or the sorrowful.
gVith this enemy there is no parley ; with this foe there
is no putting off, even till to-morrow. This year, or this
moment, if he says it, thou shalt die.

To you, my brethren of our Royal Order, hear, I be-
seech you, also, the salutary admonition ! I am frequent-
ly looking forward with a fraternal expectation, to that
opportumt{ of annual address, when, through your kind
partiality, I am enabled to declare to you my sentiments
respecting masonic religion ; but, when I reflect that in
my small sphere of action, this is the third time within
a few months, that I have been called upon to perform
the last kind office of fraternal affection to one or other
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of our departed brethren, I beg you to know that I sen-
sibly feel, and I beg you to feel it also, how very uncer-
tain is the firmest tenure of human life ; yes, last June,
our departed brother, whom we now lament, performed
his utmost, when I called upon him, to relieve the
fatigues of a fellow-traveller, through the journey of life;

ou now see how small a compass in which he, and all
Kil worldly concerns is, as it were, in a moment unex-
pectedly confined; without activity to relieve, he knows
our wants ; without the affection of pity, he views our
tears.® God Almighty, then, my beloved brethren, God
Almighty, then, only knows, whether I may preach the
next annive sermon or no ; or if, by his permission,
my unworthy life should be lengthened out to preach, it
is only he who knows, who of you may be allowed to
hear ; this year, says the prophet, to you, to me, to all,
¢ This year thou shalt die.” :

May this, I most earnestly pray, again, respecting {ou
all, ma{ this to us all prove a false prophecy; but lest
it should be the last you may hear from me, I have en-
deavoured, I assure you, to preach it with as much sin-
cerity and faithfulness, as it it were, indeed, to be my
last, and I must, therefore, most earnestly entreat of you
all, that you would hear it, under the same serious and
divine impressions. Do this, my friends, and then,
should it be the last, it will give you life in death ; and
should it not, it will sweeten, not embitter ; it will in-

% The following address is usually made over the grave of adeg.rﬁed
brother :—¢ From time immemorial it has been & custom among the fra-
ternit{):df Free and Aceeﬁted Masons, at the request of a brother on his
deathi-bed, to accompany his corpee to the place of interment, and there
to deposit it with certain formalities. In pursuance of this usage, and at
£he special request of our departed brother, whose memory we revere, and
whose lass we deeply deplore, we have assembled, in the character of
Masons, to resign his body to the earth, whence it came, and to offer to
his memory before the world the last tribute of our affsction, therebg
demonstrating the sincerity of our past esteem, and our inviolab|
sttachment to the principles of the Order. With proper respect to the
established custom of the country in which we live; with due deference
fo our superiors in church and state, and with unlimited good-will to all
‘maukind, we hﬁre appear clothed aadMuona, and publiclmve m g
express our submission to peace and good government, our wi
coatribate to the interests of mankind. Invg:ted with the by of inno-
cence, wezl;:lmblye:gw to the Universal Paren‘tl,];nd impl:}:l:auh.ﬂ blesli;!g
_On every zealous endeavour to promote peace good-wi pray for
Dar perbsverane in the prinaigine of pisty sad virtea”
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crease, not lessen ; it will ensure, not shake; it will estab-
lish, not weaken any of the joys of life.

It is only, my beloved brethren, it is only familiarity
with death that can take away the sting, or in any case
sweeten its deadly bitters. To put from our remem-
brance, to banish 1t from our thoughts, and to keep our-
selves unaccustomed to its most habitual meditations, is
giving sharpness to its sword, poison to its sting, and
tenfold energy to all its most agonizing tortures. Would
ye, my brethren, participate in any of the real sweets of
that sprig of cassia, which emblematically we contem-
Blate, as springing from the mangled corpse of our cele-

rated ancestor in the masonic fraternity.® Cultivate
his constancy and intrepidity against all the threats of
the masonic foe; and prove that faithfulness and perse-
verance in virtue and religion, is the girdle of your
masonic secrecy. And that, whatever or whoever are
the ruffians that attack the fortress of masonic virtue,
such is your habitual familiarity with this grand enem
of all human science, of all human fellowship, of all
human connections, that he, i. e. Death, come when he
will, comes only to perfect masonic science, comes only
to strengthen and confirm the bands of masonic fellow-
ship, comes only to complete the glory, and facilitate
the eternal completion of all masonic connections.

May God Almighty bless you all, both brethren and
strangers, may he give you that knowledge which is life
itself; and when we quit this earthly tabernacle, may
we all be initiated into the eternal lodge of the everlast-

2 Symbolical of the immortality of the soul ; which is also inculcated
in Masonry by the second step of the theological ladder, and by the ear
of corn. gt. anl says : “ That which thou sowest is not quickened, ex-
cept it die.” This beautiful analogy has been sneered at by some phi-
losophists a8 untrue in fact, since the grain does not die. is i8 true;
but it requires little ingenuity to ive that the comparison is popu-
lar, and tthsGr:gth?oI:l :nl htuwonngtdzbec:imm
@8 expressing utter t only pearance of destruction whi
takupheensmthegermindingaeed. '?.Phesenseiswellexpresedby
Hewlett—* That is, the germ or Princip!e of vegetable life does not
spring up in the form of & plant till the external bulk, consisting of the
cotaes . sppropriske food of th ew plant fhat 1 apringlog ate L
oomes 8 te [ new is springing in
4ill it is in l:Pm to derive nutriment l}mm the eu:.g‘" Such is the
resurrection of the body, as it is inculcated in the third degree of Ma-
‘sonry.
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ingly faithful, there to join in the song of Moses and the
Lamb, for ever and ever.

PRAYER.

Almighty, supreme, and everlasting God! thou whose
tender mercies are over all thy works, who willest not
the death of any sinner, but hadst rather that all should
repent and live! Look down, we beseech thee, with
tender pity upon us, who are now the humble suppliants
of thy mest compassionate regards! Thou knowest the
frailties of all human strength, and if thou withdrawest
from us thy life-supporting power, we fall into the grave!
we moulder into dust! we bid farewell to all below ! none
can resist that determined period to all human greatness!
Father of mercies; what is man? We spring up in the
morning of life, we know not whether we may reach the
third hour! Should we step on the meridian of human
life, we exceed the period of millions! Andif we reach
the eleventh hour, short, short, indeed, is the longest day
of all human existence! Impress, gracious Father! im-
press upon every heart this solemn check to all human
stability, ““In the midst of life we are in death.” This year
thou shalt die! Prepare us all for that awful change!
May we, one and all, this moment, leave the considera-
tion of all temporary importancies, for the consideration
of those greater things of eternity ; make every soul be-
fore thee, serious as death! solemn as the grave! May we
view with the eye of ;wisdom the trifling greatness of all
human power! And may the reality of eternal things
fill up all the exercise of our immortal souls! Teach us,
by thy effectual wisdom, to fix a proper estimate upon all
below, and from that estimate to fix all our affections on
things above! May we be guided through all the diffi-
culties and dangers of this frail state. May we escape
all the pollutions of a rebellious age of immorality and
irreligion, and remain in thy purest sight unspotted from
the world! Gracious God! show us the vanity of all
human dependencies; and may this serious moment be
indeed the birth-day of the Saviour of mankind in every
heart. May he at this moment be unto us the great
glory of the Father's mercy. May he be unto us this
moment the true love of an affectionate brother, and all
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the peace of a reconciling friend! May he be formed
in us the firm hope of eternal glory, and may his spirit
of faithfulness and purity brood over every heart, and
give unto us the true spirit of all Christian and divine
affections! Wean us from the world and all worldl
concerns ; and as we know not that awful moment whie
may separate us from earth, or earth’s best treasures,
ive us the true riches of immortality and eternal life!
anctify, gracious God! sanctify to us all the dispensa-
tions of thy divine providence, and may that important
lesson of the uncertainty of all human dependencies, be
seriously impressed upon every mind, which the solemn
occasion of the present assembling ourselves together, so
loudly indicates to every heart! May the aged consider
that they mustdie! May the young, the gay, and the
giddy, in the solemn instance before them, duly and
effectually reflect, that this year, this day, nay, that this
moment, and the silken con{ of life may suddenly be cut
in twain, the soul takes its unreturning flight, and earth
to earth put a final period to all the best expectancies of
human greatness. Gracious Father! fill us with a divine
and awgul sense of thy divine presence. And as we are
all of us now drawing near the conclusion of one of the
longest portions of time, and near as we are, that not one
of us is certain of seeing its last portion, may we learn
to live a moment at a time, and spend the present as if
we were sure that it would be the last. Take from us
all hardness of heart, and unbelief of thy holy word, and
may our minds be fraught with the affections of Christian
charity, or philanthropic benevolence. Dismiss us at
this time from thy holy house, with every divine impres-
sion which thy word and ordinances are calculated to
inspire. May we keep this holy season of a Saviour’s
birth, with all those purer joys which Christian purity,
and a Saviour’s incarnation, should inspire in every
bosom. May the rich be instructed in true wisdom, and
the poor be satisfied with the truest riches; may the
aged rejoice in the solemnities of true Christmas merri-
ment, and the young be old in a Jesus’ birth. We beg
all for the merits, and through the satisfaction of that
sacrifice, which heaved the mountain from a guilty world,
which bid the dead revive, and reconciled fallen nature
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to nature’s purer God. We beg all through the merits,
and for the sake of that Jesus, who, as at this season,
left his Father's house, became incarnate, and died an
accursed death for us men, and for our salvation. To
whom, as is most due, be praise everlasting. Amen.
Amen.




SERMON IX.
THE TRUE CHARACTER OF A MASON.

PREACHED AT GRAVESEND, MAY 28, 1798, AT THE ANNI-
VERSARY PROVINCIAL GEAND LODGE FOR THE COUNTY
OF KENT.

“ I also will show mine opinion.”
Jos xxxii., 10

Even since I bave had the honour of meeting this as-
sembly, and leading, under the direction of our worthy
superior, the devotion of this our annual and masonic
meeting, I have felt two peculiar points of the ministerial
fanction press themselves very forcibly upon my mind,
as very particularly the incumbent duties of the day.

First, that of endeavouring, according to the best of
my poor abilities, to remove from the mind of all those
strangers who honour us with their presence upon these
occasions, some part, atleast, of those various prejudices
against our royal Order, which naturally attach them-
selves to the uninformed, concerning any system, order,
or society whatsoever.!

! Al mankind are inclined to be captious, and to object to the genial

gttion of anything which. they do not understand. How
:‘.Ir:‘ we to awound‘.l:or the e?:janee of mdthe [ mr{)pxmom'r‘ ﬂ::ll:g

are t re?ech means of salvation; partic , for infideli

and atheism Thng i 6hr'utinnity a8

infidel will object as strongl :iunst
the caviller does against Masonr;e:ct Yet they io continue their quiet
walk of benevolence and charity, undisturbed by the passing slander,
which makes no more impression on either of them than the waft of an
insect's wing on the gigantic oak. Persecation has always strengthened
the cause it wonldtﬂstroy,md new attacks are but the harbingers of
renewed prosperity. Freemasonry, the handmaid of religion, is, m our
A r s b an
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And, secondly, that of endeavouring to warn, admonish,
and advise my brethren, that they would, by their good
conversation in the world, aid and assist me in that first
duty, by so letting their masonic light shine before men,
that others, seeing their good works, and hearing their
good conversation, which are the only true effects of
masonic light, might honour that society, which in aid
of the Christian religion, I scruple not to say, before
God or man, is highly calculated to make every member
of its social, sacred compact, much wiser, much better,
and consequently much happier, than he is ever likel
to be, separated from it.? ¢ An increase of wisdom an
goodness, must be an increase of happiness.” Further,
to the performance of both these duties, I must observe,
that I neverfelt a stronger impression than I have during
the time I have been looking forward for the happy mo-
ment of this our present meeting. And for which im-

ression I answer%y the assignment of the two or three
ollowing reasons; and which reasons, I hope, will not
only operate as an excuse for my own zeal, in showing

ou, particularly at this time, mine opinion ; but, I also

ope, they will unitedly operate as a stimulus to m
brethren, to yrove to the world about them, the trut
and reality of that mine opinion, which, I am sare, must
be their own® :

My first reason, which I give for this impression, is,
that such is the complexion of the times, that God only
knows, whether our national affairs will ever again admit
30 numerous an assembly to meet, unsuspected and unin-

* A very excellent observation, meriting the attention of all who are
Masons, and all who are not. Why are lessons of piety delivered from
the Christian pulpit? Is it not to ameliorate the heart and enlighten the
anderstanding, that man may perform his duty to God, his neighbour,
and himself, and secure the salvation of his soul? Why are precepts of
virtue enforced by the moralist? Is it not to make men wiser and better?
If, then, lessons of piety and precepts of virtne are calculated to produce
& beneficial change in the nature of man, why are not the same results
admitted to flow from the benevolent moral lectures of an Order, whose
foundation is charity, whose shaft is faith, and whose capital is hope;
which enforces the four cardinal virtues, and teaches its anxious votaries
the lessons of virtue, honour, and mercy—brotherly love, relief, and truth?

3 That the most essential benefits will result from the pure tice of
Masonry, must be the opinion of every candid and right-mi person.
And those who think proper tooppose it, are expressing seutiments which
do not really exist in their hearts.
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terrupted, as we do in the present moment. We there-
fore ought, as a society, thoroughly to examine ourselves,
and each other, and see that there is nothing amiss
amongst us, which may help, either to provoke the Al-
mighty to give up our nation to such punishments and
calamities, as for such a society as ours not to meet with-
out interruption, or to give government any reason to
suspect us as unworthy the high privilege we now enjoy,
of assembling ourselves together, none daring to make
us afraid.*

My second reason for the afore-mentioned impression
is, that, since I met you last upon this our provincial
business, a book has been published in this country®
(and it has been read with some degree of avidity by the
enemies, or rather by those who have some suspicions
concerning our royal Order), in which book the author
has been zealous to prove (and I must say he has won-
derfully, and, I thinE, incontrovertibly succeeded in the
attempt) in which, I say, he has been zealous to prove,
that upon the Continent a set of wicked, ungodly, design-
ing, and hemous infidels, have concear:g themselves
and their wicked designs under the cloak of Masonry ;*

¢ This sermon was preached in the very when Barruel had de-
nounced Freemasonry as a sect “which forth its legions rather to
shiver the sceptre than to fight the power; which has not promised to its
adepts the crowns of princes, kxmd emperors, but has required and
bound those adepts by an oath to y them all. The lists of proscrip-
tion, fatal to the prince and to 8o man of his subjects, the deserted vi
all, in & word, will long be the vouchers of those fatal lamp-posts, of
insatiable guillotine, of those legislative executioners supported by bands
of assassins.” (Hist. Jac. vol. ;a.K 10,12.) Well, therefore, might our
pious and good Bro. Inwood n the fraternity to be particularly
circumspect, both in their words and actions, at a Fenod which produced
such horrible ravages, and such a reckless waste of human life, although

not by the of Freemusonry.

s R{)biso:’???mofa of a Conspiracy.”

¢ Robison describes them as the Iluminati, an order which “ was said
to abjure Christianity, and to refase admission into the higher degrees to
all who adhered to any of the three confessions. Sensual pleasures were
restored to the rank they held in the Epicurean philogophy. Self-murder
was justified on stoical principles. In the } ,deatganadecln.redm
eternal sleep ; patriotism loyalty were called narrow-minded preju-
dices, and incompatible with universal benevolence; continual dec
tions were made on liberty and equality as the unalienable rights of man.”

Proofs, p. 106.) Any one who is at all acquainted with the nature of
, will see at once that the above principles are alien to the
Order, which is fatal to the whole course of this author’s argumenta.
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and thereby have, without interruption, effected that
abominable revolution, which has had its beginning in
France, and which is now taking its unmolested progress
from one end of the Continent to the other.’

Now, my friends, by the success of this author, in so
well proving what he has endeavoured to prove, respect-
ing the revolutions of the powers upon the Continent,
taking their rise, and their perfection also, amongst the
Masons upon the Continent, there hath risen in this coun-
try—I say, there hath risen in this country, amongst
those who know us not, a suspicion, however unwo!

I will not take upon me at this time to say such a suspi-
cion may be, there hath risen a suspicion of the same
kind respecting the Masons of this country.® Doth it
not, then, behove every Mason, upon every occasion, and
especially upon every public occasion, to endeavour, both
in word and action, to remove that suspicion? Surely it
does! I therefore conscientiously stand forth at this
time and declare, both to those who have read him, and
to those who have not read him, that the author of that
book poaitivel‘y and unequivocally clears us, Masons, in
this country of any such intentions. And he likewise as
clearly proves that the Masonry which we profess and
propagate contains neither principle, plan, nor intention,
of any such diabolical purpose. And in the sequel of my
discourse I shall endgavour to join him in this opinion,
and prove that the science of Masonry in this country
cannot lawfully admit, much less can it ever encourage

7 In his postscript, however, Robison acquits the English Masons of
all disloyalty. He gays—* In Britain, the brethren bave never
that its &rinciplm were seditious or atheistical. While the
of the Continent was tricked up with all the frippery of stars and rib-
bons, or was perverted to the most profligate impious purposes, and
the lodges became seminaries of foppery, sedition, impiety, it has re-
tained in Britain its original form. simple and unadorned, nmf the lodges
have remained the scenes of innocent merriment, or meetings of charity
-and benevolence.” (Proofs, p. 538.)

¢ Time, however, has proved that this suspicion had no foundation in
fact. Muonr{ has risen from the ordeal pure as the driven snow—as
she always will do—because her practices do not embrace a single evil
principle. Perfection in an human institution is unattainable ; bat Free-
masonry approaches it as nearly as any establishment of fallible mortals
ean do. And this was virtually acknowledged by our legislature, when
an act was passed exempting the fraternity from the penalties impossd
on every other secret institution.




THE TRUE CHARACTER OF A MASON. 169

either any member or any opinion that is irreligiqus, im-
pious, or at all disaffected to our church, to our king, or
to our comstitution.® -

A third and last reason which I assign for this im-
pression is, that I have heard, and I kave seen, some who
pretended to be Masons, in some unwary moments talk
unadvisedly with their lips, and act unfaithfully in and
about their religion, their morals, and their politics. It
is, therefore, my first and last wish, to be always found
in the duty of detecting all such defective characters to
every stranger, and thereby also to assure them that
these are not Masons, at least that they are neither good,
nor wise, nor prudent Masons. No, my friends, give me
leave to assure you that an ungodly man cannot be a
Mason; an immoral man cannot be a Mason; a bad, an
unfaithful, and a disaffected citizen cannot be a Mason,
any more than there can be a lying, a swearing, a drunk-
en, a sabbath-breaking, a defrauding, or an uncharitable
Christian. He is not a Jew who is one outwardly in

It was one of the most ancient charges of Masoary—
gow, y pray yow, take m hede,

or thys ye most kenne
But muche more ye moste
Thenne ye fynden her y-
Yef the fayle therto wytte
Pray to God to sende the h{ﬂe«
For Crist hymself, he ous
That holy churche ys Goddes hous,
That {ys y-mad for noth&n%a ell:
But for to pray yn, as the bok tellus
Ther the .;’:f‘{ schal gedur ynne,
To pra; wepe for synne. -
Loke thou come not to ehurche late,
For to speke harlotry by the gate ;
Thenne to churche when thou dost fare,
Have yn thy mynde ever mare,
To worsche y Lord God bothe day and nyghte
‘With alle thy wyttes, and eke thy myght.

1 Bro. Husenbeth says very truly—* In Freemasonry no evil can pos-
sibly be ind against the existing reliﬁion of the state, be it what it
may, and much less to the state by which Masons are protected ; for duty
to God, according to our own private religious education, and strict obe-
dience to our superiors, being the foundation of our society, we must for-
ever be considered a separate society from many modern secret societies,
who hold their conventicles under the masonic name of lodges, and with
whom our fraternity have no connection, and who, not being sanctioned
by the state, incur & heavy penalty for meeting in secret. Of these the
most dangerous are the Illuminati, and the Polish and Italian Carbonari,
who are merely political bodies, and are dispersed, without a house or
home, over every quarter of the globe.”

12
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name, nor is that cireumcision which is outward in the
flesh ; but he is a Jew who is one inwardly, and circum-
cision is that of the heart.

For the clearing away prejudice, therefore, from the
stranger’s mind, and for the best intended admonition of
all those of my brethren who need it, I will now very
briefly show you mine opinion what Masonry ts, and what
ever{l Mason ought to be;" or, I scruple not to assert, either
in the court or in the cottage, in the city or in the vil-
lage, in the church or in the house, before the king or the
Eeo(fle, the prince or the peasant—1I scruple not to assert,

e deserves the name of Mason no more than Judas, who
betrayed his Master, deserved to be called a Christian;
nay, he deserves the name of Mason no more than Pilate,
who delivered the just and holy Jesus to be crucified,
deserved to be called a Christian ; nay, he deserves the
name of Mason no more than the soldiers who buffetted,
sgit upon, crucified the Saviour of the world, deserved
the name of Christians in all the acts of their varied
cruelty. :

From this beginning, I presume all who are strangers
to my preaching will prepare themselves for a language
that is plain, homely, and searching; while those who
have heard me before, I trust, had no other reason but to

u % The bond of masonic affection,” says the Editor of the “ Freema-
sons’ Quarterly Beview';‘slsss), “is not an iron cestus coercing within
ita cincture, but the genial and simple wreath of manly diﬁnity, on which
is inscribed the word HONOUR, & wreath attainable by all, save by him
who lacks the inner light to see its besuty, and who wants the sense to
E:oaivc and garner up its sweetness. The participation in these pecu-

iar moral advantages is what no other society can offer ; it is the neutral
ground, which has been so clearly and beautifully illustrated by one of
our distinguished brethren. Where else can the spot be mukedy—-whero
elpe can the opponent in discussions which so frequently threaten a vol-
canic eruption in nations, and which so often entirely dissolve friendships
in common life, feel the force of forbearance—where else can the entbu-
siast in the religion he honestly believes to be the best mode of address-
ing the throne of grace, but who, in the very warmth of that enthusiasm,
denies the dissentient from his mode an equal hope, and thereby impairs
the only moral beauty his own prayer possesses—where else can he feel
the chastening inspiration—where is the neutral ground in which men, in
other respects the most estimable, can meet together ; and thus meeting
together soften, by the kindlier impulses of their h;ﬁfier moments, the
asperities which in other meetings have only tended farther to divide
them? Oh! Freemasonry, why is not thy influence as universal as are
all thy principles?”
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come ready prepared for the same. No, my aim in this
sacred place, i.e., the temple of the living God, shall
always be more to profit than to please; to improve,
more than to delight. For, my beloved hearers, I not
only covet your friendship to-day, but I covet your affec-
tions to eternity. And as a minister of God, whether
here or elsewhere, I hope I shall always have my views
beyond the short and transitory scenes of human life.

First, then, I assert it as mine opinion, that Masounry is
the excellency of Christianity; and that every Mason is,
if he is in reality a Mason, a true Christian ;* or, at least,
he is in reality truly religious, according to his profes-
sion, whether be be Jew or Christian.® Iun this part of
my subject I shall be very plain, because I mean to join
two characteristical traits in one, viz., that the good Ma-
son exercises the excellencies of religion, both towards
God and towards man; or, in other words, I mean to
say, without any other division, that he fears and obeys
God ; he loves and serves his fellow-creatures. First, I
would observe, then, that Masonry naturally teaches the
fear of God; and therefore every Mason, who is taught
as 8 Mason, fears and obeys God."

I own, my friends, with this plain and close subject
before me, 1 almost tremble for the popularity of the
day. But what can I say? Shall I not rightly judge
that conscience is still more valuable than all the dying
trophies of human praise? Surely it is. I therefore set
out with observing, that if the Mason fears God he must

3 Our worthy brother intends to intimate that masonic morality coia-
cides with that of the gosﬁr more than with the morality of any other
religion. And it is an observation well adapted to the lectures which
were used at that period.

13 The pure morality of Masonry is open to the profession and practice
of every religion which acknowledges the one true God. Pope says :—

“ For modes of faith let gracelees sealots
His can't be wrong whose life i in the r&:”

M At a meeting of the lodge, No. 4, Ireland, 1836, the Rev. Bro. Bir-
mingham expressed his approbation of the above sentiment ; and he pro-
nounced his surprise that the Christian principles of the Order were not
inculcated by every government ; acting, as they would, as a holy balm
1o heal the wounds and calm the feverish excitation of a distracted peo-
ple; for what did he then see around him, but men of every political and
religious creed, enjoying the feast of reason and the flow of soul, in &
league of fraternal union, cemented in what might be emphatically termed
& temple of peace and concord. ,
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believe God. I thus argue if; we fear God we come to
him, and Scripture saith, Ae who cometh to God must believe
that he is. Here, my friends, English Masonry and the
English Mason take their first step of dissention and dif-
ference from all those whom the author, which I at first
noticed, accused as the instigators of the whole of that
misery which the world endures in the present revolu-
tionary ineania; and perhaps it may not be impertinent
to say that from this beginning was the cause of all this
misery.”” Yes, human pride conquered human wisdom ;
and then proud man began to say, ‘‘ there shall be no
God ;” hence I believe is derived, and is what was reall
meant by the fashionable word EQuALITY, there shall
%o God. But, differing from this, the first initiation of
an English Mason is always in the name of God, and of
one of his holy Evangelists ;* and the idea of this same

15 An excellent instance of this is given by Bro. O‘Ryan in his pam-
g:l'et on “ Freemasonry opposed to intolerance,” dedicated to that cele-
ted and worthy n, Michael Furnell, Esq., P. G. M. for North
Munster. He asks, “ Is there & man who will not admit that there are
individuals whom he esteems and respects, whose opinions do not accord
with his own on subjects of government or speculative pointa of doo-
trine? If there be, 80 far from deprecating, I would court his hostility ;
but to any really liberal and enlightened man who desires to see his fel-
low-men actualff; practice that charity which all Christians theoretically
profess, I would point to the socinl circle of Freemasoury, as one within
whose circamference bigotry has no home, and strife finds no resting-
co—where Protestant, Catholic, whi%. tory, radical, and repealer
ome amalgamated under the name of Broraer. For instance. At
o recent meeting of the No. 208, Nenagh, two visiting brethren
of rank sat at the social , and met, not with that frigid and hollow
courtesy which the conventional forms of society can exact from gentle-
men, even though they be opponents, but with that warm and fraternal
regard with which Freemasonry inspires its votaries. These were Nicho-
las Maher, the Repeal Member of Parliament forb'ﬁl&pemy. and Pon-
aonby Barker, the Conservative High Sheriff; men deservedly
respected in private life ; and the Master of the ) was & man whose
name [ remember from my earliest years as one identified with every
struggle of the popular party for extension of their privileges—O*Brien
Dillon. This is but one out of many examples which could be adduced
of the salutary influence of Freemasonry in dissipating the prejudices of
partisanship ; yet this is the s which our opponents say is repug-
nant to faith and subversive of morals.”

8 The Editor has recently published a work on the introduction of the
Evangelists into Freemasonry; and that he may not compromise its
offsct by any remarks here, he will merely quote a from Dr.
lu:kx’; Lexicon. The author says that, “ anciently masonic I
were dedicated to King Solomon, but at present Christian lodges are
dedicated to St. John the Baptist and St. John the Evangelist ; and in
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God and all his perfections, continues to pervade every
step of English Masonry. And as we rise in science in
the Order of true Masonry, we as necessarily rise in all
true religion; for we have no increase of any know-
ledge without at the same time receiving an increase of
the knowledge of God. Nor is this the only step of
advance in the knowledge of God in every advancing
step of English Masonry. No, in all its institutions, in
all its rules, and in all its orders, its candidates are not
only every moment instructed and advanced in the know-
ledge of the being and existence of a God, but we are
also taught, not only that he is, but that he is a rewarder
of all them who diligently seek him ; therefore we are
not only taught to know him, but to love him. Yes, the
secrets of Masonry, properly attended to, are the secrets
of the Lord ; and as we travel from the west to the east,
and in that our pious journey survey from the north to
the south, the English lodge has no point, has no corner,
has neither foundation nor summit, where God is not
recognized and had recourse to, in all his holy perfec-
tions.”

Believe me, my friends, the Master who is without reli-
gion must talk a language foreign to his heart; the
pedestal in a Masons’ lodge is always unfurnished with-
eut that Book of books, of which God is its only author;
and the jewels, both moveable and immoveable, bave no
significant reference, but as they refer you to Him, who
is the author of all things, who is the giver of every good
and perfect gift, whose hands are open to supply your
every want, and who alone is the source of eve n’s
hope.® Do we look in an English lodge from the surface

ev “""ﬁ:?d lodge there is exhibited & certain point within a
circle, embo by two icular lines, which represent these two
saints. In those English lodges which have -dog:ed Union
of work, the lines parallel represent Moses and Solomon. This

was adopted by the Grand of England in 1815, to obviate
of sectarianism. 1 cannot, however, think that we render our-
selves amenable to this by a dedication to the above saints;

gince it is made to them not as Christians, but as eminent Masons ; not
a8 sainta, but as pious and good men ; not as teachers of religion, but as
brightudaxemplqs gfa.llthuevtm' es which Masons are taught to reve-

17 Can be a clearer or more satisfactory answer to those who
contend that is a gystem of infidelity ? :

8 The Jewels i “a beautiful system of morality, velled in alie-
by eymbols.” :
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to the centre? High as the heavens we behold Him who
manageth all creation in the exercise of his wisdom and
power. Deeper than hell, we see Him carrying on
redemption, beyond the narrow limits of all human phi-
lanthropy, savin% not ouly a part but the whole. Saying
unto Death, I will be thy plague—removing the sting o
death. Saying unto Hel ’a% will be thy destruction;
breaking al}{ its massive doors, and setting its despairing
prisoners free. Look we from the north to the south, or
vice versa, we see the seasons roll their usual round of
uninterrupted variety. Forth comes smiling spring, in
all her tender softness—the fostering sun, the moistening
shower, and all the pleasing promises of plenty. Next
shoots the summer’s sun with full perfection, to bless the
ripening year; which autumn, with her full fed fatness,
showers upon the earth for man’s enjoyment; and even
when surly winter blows, we lose its essence of intention,
if, even in that inclement moment, we ever lose sight of
a God of love.” '
Thus stands and thus is furnished a Masons’ lodge ; the
God of creation, the God of providence, and the God of
grace, rises in the east to shine upon her with glory ;®
retires into (not from) the west, and blesses her with his
presence. He stretches his arms of love from north to
south, and calls her his own beloved ; and in all his dis-
pensations, in the exercise of all his perfections, and in
the manifestation of all his graces, gives to every enquir-
ing individual an experimental knowledge of himself.
he knowledge of Masonry, then, is, in this instance,
certainly the knowledge of the eternal God, as the God
of creation and providence; it is also the knowledge of
the Lord Jesus Christ, as the God of redemption ;* and

19 This is & beautiful illustration of that passage in the lectures which
describes the form of a I as an oblong square, in length between the
oast and the west ; in breadth between the north and the south ; in depth
from the surface to, the centre, and in height from the earth to the heavens.

2 B o B, Fonn e 6 Craplin o Dy

says Bro. A . Q. in for ire, in his ex-
eellent sermon before eP.G.Lodge,g‘llw. These are his words.
“The 8 tive, or Free and Aeeegted Mason, will trace with a faith-
fal , and rely with a believi eart, on the sure foundation, which
is Jesus Christ. He will see in the volume of the Bacred Law the
sages of scripture traced by the divine spirit in the plain but beauti
symbols of operative . He will treasure them up in his heart,
and, seeing their full force and beauty, will avail himself of every oppor



THE TRUE OHARACTER OF A MASON. 175

far from ascribing creation to a concuitous adhesion of
matter, we believe in a God creating all things ; far from
ascribing the wonderful mysteries of providence to the
blindness of fate and chance, we believe in a God order-
ing all things both in heaven and in earth. Far from
crying out with the fashionable infidel of the continental
revolutionary system, crush the wretch ; &. e., destroy the
name of Jesus, with all his system of religions in the
world, we, in all the steps of English masonic advance-
ment, cry, * Hosannah to the Son of God, blessed is he
who cometh in the name of the Lord; hosannah in the
highest.”®

onry—English Masonry—is, then, the excellency
of the fear of God; the Masons’ lodge is the achool of
Christ, to all who wish to learn his discipline ; and every
Mason must, according to his sincerity in the mystic art,
fear and obey that God, and only that God, who made
him, who redeemed him, and who every moment pro-
videth for him.® Farther, in declaring to you mine opin-

tunity of showing his brethren how hﬁ:layt he values them, and of

his hopes of happiness hereafter on Christ the only sure foundation.

knows that, as the Holy Bible is ever open in the lodge for the spiritaal

instruction of the brethren, to neglect the study of it would be ive

to its Almighty Author, and therefore he it with reverence ; relies

leeurelya:ln its promises—making Christ Jesus his hope, his joy, and his
vation.” .

" copy & me from an excellent work, called the “ Patriotic
Pamphlet,” pub at the time, which bears a reference to the above
sentiments. The writer, speaking of popular demagogues, says: “
pretend to amuse youn with the discussion of abstract rights, or with
culations about pensions and public fands. This is merely to dupe and
delude you. They want to get you to shed your blood for the p of
raising them to power, they well know that no calculation of inter-
est can make you do this; that nothing can make you do it but violent
and habitual passion ; and therefore their one sole and constant aim is to
corrupt your minds and inflame Lour passions. The source of all good is
religion. The fear of the Lord 18 the beginning of wisdom. If-you fear

you will honour the king. Upon the plan of these wretches, there-
fore, religion must first be rooted out of your mind ; your ears must be
aocustomed to blasphemy; you must be ttolnugbsttheﬂoly
Scriptures, and to nothing but what is ridiculous in forms of divine
service. At last—I shudder while I write it—you are to be instructed
to call God himself a tyrant! And this in societies professedly instituted
to m)&l:ve your state and condition in a Christian country.” .

% This is an excellent definition of the intent of . A belief in
God is enforced during the initiations ; and no such belief can be effica-
cious, exoept it be coupled with an acknowledgment of the atonement of
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ion, I mean also to assert, that the true English Mason
is not only instructed in all those principles and senti-
ments which lead him to fear and obey his God, but he
also manifests in all his conduct the most constant and
substantial proof of the reality of this his love to God, by
the love he exercises towards his fellow-creatures. His
conduct towards his fellow-creatures, if he goes on in his
masonic improvement, tallies in a direct parallel with his
duty to his God.* His heart is well affected with awful
reverence towards the former, with sincerity and affec-
tion towards the latter. His tongue utters nought
respecting either, but what may justly be expected to
flow from those same sentiments. Hence he takes not
the name of the One in vain, nor does he defame the
character of the other. He speaks not blasphemously of
his God, nor does he wantonly slander his neighbour.
With him praise contintually waiteth for God in Zion,
and with him the character of his fellow-creatures is
always sacred, always unsullied. In the dedication of
his time he has regard to all God’s commandments and
the advice of all God’s servants. He spends a portion of
each day, and the seventh of each week to the honour of
his Maker’s name ; and thus fervent in spirit, he maketh
his election sure, working out his salvation with fear and
trembling. The rest of %nis time he wisely portions out
for his own and his family’s welfare ; reserving a due por-
tion of the fruits of his laborious hours, to give, or to

urchase from others, instruction for the ignorant, clothes
or the naked, bread for the hungry, drink for the thirsty,

hysic for the sick, consolation for the afflicted, and com-
ort for the distressed.® The voice of distressed infancy in

“ The Essenes recommended the same practice. “ The three funds-
mental mexims of their morality are, the love of God, of virtue, and their
neighbour. They demonstrate their love of God in a constant chastity
thrqughonttheirlivm,inagmtaversiontomeaﬁxandl' ,andmi:

cm'nhnm:ﬁ' ev ing that 18 good to God, never ing him the an

of evil. eymw love to virtue by disinterestedness, by & dislike

of glory and ambition, by renouncing pleasure, by continence, patience,

and simplicity ; by being easily contented, and by mortification, modesty,
r the laws, constancy, and other virtues. Lastly, their love to

their neighbour appears in their liberality, in the equity of their conduct

towarda all, and in their community of fortunes.” (Taylor's Oalmet, in v.

)
* The Mason is carefally instructed respecting the due apportionment
ofhistime,inthelodgelzem He is there taught that the twenty-




THE TRUE CHARACTER OF A MASON. 177

unconfined melody resounds his name ; and the widow’s
tears of joy inscribe his praises. Indeed he knows of no
sorrow in the cup of another, but his compassion soon
makes him a partaker; for with a Christian sympathy he
weeps with all who weep; he knows of no joy in the
heart of another but his affection makes him also a par-
taker; he envies no one his prosperity, but heartily
rejoices with those who do rejoice. Thus in the church,
and in all the duties of religion he is a pillar indeed. He
is exemplary in his piety, perseveringly constant in his
devotions; nor does the sword of persecution, the cares
or pleasures of the world, the laughter of fools, or the
ridicule of infidelity, move bim from his God, or deter
him from his public or his private duty. In his neigh-
bourhood his example is copied, and his name and char-
acter are proverbial. Those who are younger venerate
him ; his companions love him ; his superiors extol him.
In his family he is high without severity, and condescend-
ing without meanness ; his commands are gentle indeed
—his wishes are his commands; for all are equally ready
to answer his desires. To his wife he is the tend};r hus-
band, not the usurpin lord; to his children he is the
kind, the providential father, not the domineering tyrant ;
to his servants he is equally the friend as the superior.
Thue ruling, he is obeyed with cheerfulness; amr thus
his home, whether a cottage or a palace, is, while he is
present, the habitation of peace; when there, he leaves it
with reluctance, and when absent, his return is expected
with a pleasing avidity.® .

four inch is emblematical of the twenty-four hours of the day,
which, being divided into three equal parts, indicate that. he ought to
give eight hours to labour, eight hours to the service of God and his breth-
ren, and eight to refreshment and rest. William of Malmesbury tells
us that this was the method adopted by King Alfred for the proper em-
pl?ment of his time.

This picture of aas.oodl[ason ia not overcharged ; and its promul-
gation was peculiarly adapted to the unhappy times in which this sermon
was. delivered, when everg wild speculation in religion and politics was
received with avidity, and every ion on the character of Freemm-
sonry was hailed with loud congratulations ;—when Paine openly taught
the horrid doctrines of infidelity to God and insubordination to the pow-
ers that be; which made his name so popular with a certain class of
Englishmen a8 to draw from a 1 and pious prelate this severe
though just castigation. “ You cloge your observations in the following
manper :—" the Bible and Testament hereafter fall, it is not I that
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This short sketeh is my opinion of what all the prin-
ciples of Masoury, that I have ever heard of, are calcu-
lated to produce in every member of the society who
makes the proper use of them, as a Christian, as a neigh-
bour, as the head of a family. His religion is the religion
of Jesus, truly spiritual in its nature, and in its effects,
unlike the hypocrite, its groductions are, if there is any
difference, much better than its outside profession ; its
fruits exteed, both in quantity and quality, its leaves or
its blossoms.? He looks not to human opinion or human
judgment for his praises or his rewards. He looks not
to the present moment for the good or bad decision of
those actions which he performs, not with an eye to
human commendation, but with a more future and a
more extensive view—namely, & view to the decision of
him who judges not as man judges, according to out-
ward appearance, but who judges from, or according to,
the intentions of the heart. Hence, though he may often
fail in his just expectation of human approbation, he never
fails finally of what he is infinitely more anxious to obtain,
i. e. the approbation of his heavenly Father, into whose
hands, however imperfect his endeavours may be, accord-
ing to the standard of divine perfection, he never fears

have been the occasion.” You look, I think, upon your production with &
parent’s ial eye, when you speak of it in such a st;le of self-compla-
cency. e Bible, gir, has withstood the learning of Porphyry, and the
power of Julian, to say nothing of the Manichean Faustus;—it has
vesisted the genius of Bolingbroke, and the wit of Voltaire, to say nothing
of & numerous herd of inferior assailants—and it will not fal{ by your
force. You have barbed anew the blunted arrows of former adversaries ;
you have feathered them with blasphemy and ridicule ; dipped them in
your deadliest poison; aimed them with your utmost skill ; shot them
against the shield of faith with your utmoet vigour ; but, like the feeble
javelin of aged Priam, they will scarcely reach the mark, and will fall to
the ground withont » stroke.” (Watson's Apology. Letter 9.)

87 ¢ Tt should ever be borne in mind,” says the Grand Master of Ten-
nessee, “ that Freemasonry is a moral institution, founded upon the great
truths contained in the Sacred Volume—that volume whicio:e all pro-
fess to recognize as the rule of our practice, and the guide of ourfnrth;
that its value consists, not in its rites and ceremonies, but in the moral
duties it prescribes, and in that universal language which is understood
in every civilized nation. Every degree prescribes some duty to be per-
formed, some error to be avoided, some vice to be shunned, and when the
rules of the Order are faithfully obeerved, they are a sure foundation of
tranquillity amidst the various and multiplied disappointments to which
we are all exposed in a journey through life.”
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to deposit his character and his expeetations ; for he is
very certain that he who knows his imperfections, is in
no case untouched with the feelings o? his iofirmities,
and will consequently judge more from his sincerity than
his perfection, and reward more from the standard of his

ious intentions, than the consequences of his actions.

ence, his mind is stayed in perfect peace, for though
all should condemn him, his God will never condemn
him; though all sheuld forsake him, his God will never
forsake him. Thus, with a confidence unshaken by all
human. insincerity, he trusteth in his God, fulfils his
heavenly Father’s will, and looks to eternity for his
reward.® ‘

We have now one more question to ask, and we shall
then readily leave the defence of Masonry to the candour
of the public. If the principles of Masonry, as I have
already averred they do, solely tend to produce the char-
acter which I have already described—namely, the good
Christian, the good neighbour, and the good head of the
family, pray what king of a citizen do you expect such
a science, such a study, such a princi f; will produce;
or, in other words, what think you will be the political
principles of such a man ¥® Will he who loves and fears

% Such would be the face of things amongst us now, as far as could be
ted in this state of ggserfwtion, if the religion of Jesus were firmly
ieved and duly considered, and men would be more generally persuaded
to give up themselves to its divine conduct. This would render persons
in high stations signally useful to the public, and ornaments as well as
to their country. And at the same time, sobriety, industry,
temperance, and good order, would spread among the body of the peo-
ple. Nor would true bravery and fortitude be wanting; for though
superstition tendeth to produce mean and unmanly fears, true religion,
and a steady belief of a wise and righteous Providence, hath a tendency
to fortify and establish the mind, and to produce a real courage and
greatness of soul, which will enable a man to meet death with a calm in-
trepidity, in & noble and just canse, and stand the shock of the greatest
terrors. (Leland’s Deism, vol. ii. p. 464.)
® The general priociples of quonry eschews politics; but in those
times everything savoured of them. An universal suspicion existed
amongst all ranks and descriptions of men, from the peer to the peasant ;
and it was not unbecoming in Freemasonry to disavow all participation
in the wild and unholy schemes of those eventful times, when treason
was veiled under specious forms, and French spies walked abroad in
open day; when a member of parliament could eay, in his place in the
ouse, “that the people were much discontented, but that it was the
pen of Mr. Paine, and the sword of General Dumourier, that were the
real instigators of those discontents. I am sure that no gentleman on
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his God, believes he receives all his comforts from his

rovidence, and looks to his mercy and his grace for all
Ee ho both here and hereafter, to enjoy ; will such a
man, I ask you, be likely to join issue with those who
deny the existence of this same God, and who scoff at all
future hopes, both of religion and eternity? Will the
man who so loves his fellow-creature as to weep in all
his sorrow, and rejoice in all his comforts, join issue with
the plunderers of the world, and help to bring those into
our country who would delight to blast our every enjoy-
ment ? ould he who loves his wife and children, his
friends and his relations, join issue to bring murderers
into his country, into his neighbourhood, into his house ?
I suppose not. My friends, hear me these last few words,
they may probably be the last I may ever have the op-
gortunity of speaking in your presence. First, strangers,

elieve me, Masonry, in the proper effects of all her prin-
ciples, produces a good Christian, a good man, a good
citizen ; he fears God, he loves his brother, and in the

resent moment, he is ready to come forward with his

ife and property, to save his country from that band of
infidels, that horde of robbers and murderers, who banish
religion and resson for infidelity and nonsense ;* who
bind on chains and fetters by way of giving liberty ; who
cut throats by way of fraternization, and who murder and
plunder all who are richer than themselves, by way of
establishing an equality in the world.® Yes, my beloved

this side of the House approves of the writings of Mr. Paine, or the
politics of the French ; for my own part, I consider Mr. Paine now

what I have always considered him to be—the hired emi of France,
employed for the purpose of endeavouring to make on in these
countries.”

® « The lowest classes of the people,” said a popular writer of the day,
“ are generally averse to engagements with the continental powers ; nor
is that wonderful, being uninformed, as they neceesarily are, of their
beatzieng upon the safety and ?t;’lll::eir op‘l': efoilcn . Emgg
is triotism pervndmﬁ ranks o people o
wouldpg.ladly unite with whatever nation to repel the aggressions of aa
enemy, and specially of France.”
"{noneo the Laureate’s odes for the new year, we find the following
passage allusive to the above representation :—
“Oh ! from our shores be exil'd far
e T e S
Falso Glo?'a demon fofm pursue,
‘Whose burning thirst, still unsubdued
By deluges of guiltless blood,
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friends, whatever may have been the conduct of many-
who have falsely styled themselves Masons,® it is the
strict bond of all our Masonic union—it is the invariable
doctrine of all our masonic lectures—it is yet the unim-
peachable secresy and solemnity of all our most pious
obligations—that we love the brotherhood, not with a
Frenchified fraternization, but with all true Christian
affection ; that we fear God, and keep all his command-
ments ; that we honour the king, and are ready to de-
fend his councils, abide by the laws of our constitution,
and, if required, fight for his life, his family, and his
throne.

Brethren, hear me, if ye are Masons in deed and in
truth, ye will, in every word and by every action, evince
to the world the truth of this mine opinion, both of your-
selves and of your profession: ye will neither espouse the
cause of, nor give sanction to, the least trace of that infi-
delity, which, either in practice or sentiment, robs God,
or Christ, or our holy religion, of the least glory, honour,
or virtue; and ye will also show the same disgust to this
same infidelity, whether it is merchandised from France,
or whether it has its growth in this country; for to our
shame as well as for our caution be it spoken, we have
nurseries of that destructive poison even in this coun-
try,™ which many, it is to be feared, have not been well

@lares on the regions round with flend-like eyes,
‘While scarce a vanquish’d world its wish supplies ;
Yet ne'er may Sloth’s inglorious charm
Unnerve the maniy Briton's arm,
Nor loglhistry's insidious art
E’er lull the manly Briton's heart.
May Peace, with Rllpnty by her side,
Long, long, o’er Albion's fields preside :
And on each firm ingenuous breast
Boe this eternal truth imprees'd—
Peace only sheds <{;erennial Jjoys on those
‘Who guard with dauntless arm the bleesings peace bestows.”

» Alludinevto the innovations of continental Masonry, which were
wrested by Weishaupt to subserve the purpose of his grand scheme of
prostrating the altar and the throne.

® The following extract from a report of the Committee of Secresy,
preeented to the House of Commons, will show that the her had
sound reasons for his assertion :—* A ttempts have been in various
parts of the country, as well as in the Metropolis, to take advantage of
the distrees in which the labouring and man ing classes of the
country are at present involved, to induce them to for immediate
relief 1n a total overthrow of all existing establishments ; and when the
discontents in the Metropolis are sufficiently ripe, the design was, by a




182 SERMON IX.

aware of, till they themselves have unfortunately, and I
hope very unintentionally, become its cultivators. Let
my young friends, especially, beware what new societies
they venture to connect themselves with; the deadly
poison, let me warn them, is generally wrapped up in &
gilded pill* Nay, societies there are in this country,
which were once the glory of our ancestors, and the
praise and honour of the nation, but which now, though
they continue the same name, are little more or less than
traine of preparation to infuse destruction through the
kingdom, and bury their members in the ruins;® their
verly terms of union, in many of these societies, falsely
called patriotic, are become odious to the ear of modesty,
fidelity, and truth, from the baseness of the intentions
they are used to cover.® In these places, and in these

sudden rising in the dead of the night, to surprise and overpower the
soldiers in their different barracks, which were to be set on fire ; to pos-
sess themselves of the artillery, destroy the bridges, and take possession
of the Tower and the Bank. A machine was projected for clearing the
streets of cavalry.”

% This defection of our own countrymen from s for the laws,
was satirized in & cotemporary publication by the following humorous
sketch :—* The Grumblerilia cankerworm has long been known in this
country, but has of late become almost alarmingly multiplied. It is s0
varied an animal, that no general description can reach it. There wass
flight of them in the year 1797, which lighted upon our men-of-war at
the Nore, which might have proved fatal to the main timber, but for the
great skill and science of one Doctor Howe, who radically effected the
cure with a very small preparation of wrought hemp. y are mot
known to propagate in our camps or barracks, although some wicked
persons have more than once carried thither the eggs of the insects. It
18 & vermin which infests the rich as well as the poor, but breeds
ticularly in the habits of spendthrifts, profligates and bad-livers.
ness and religious punctuality are sovereign autidotes against the con-

ion.” .

The Report already alluded to further stated, that « it seems & part
of the system to prepare for the destruction of society, b{ undermin:i:‘g
not only habits of subordination, but all the principles of morality
religion. The leading speakers openly avow the most seditious opinions,
and excite their hearers to insurrection. Preparations are in progress
in several places for providin‘g arms; the demand nm gunemiths for
fire-arms has been beyond all former example. The facility of convert-
ing implements of husbandry into offensive weapons has been suggested ;
and persons have been sent to observe the state of particular places
where depts of arms for the public service bave been formed.” This
aooount 18 not exaggerated, how harsh soever it may sound in our ears
at the present day, for the Editor is old enough to remember that the
state of the country at the above period was exactly as here described.

* Respecting the general feelings of the people of this country at that
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societies, the word liberty means bondage ; equality pro-
oeeds from plunder; to fraternize, takes its derivation
from cutting of throats; and to have the religion of reason,
which was once only to be found in the gospel of Jesus,
is now to be poisoned with the deadly draughts of infi-
delity; to deny God, to despise Christ, and to be all
philosopbers.”

My brethren, know ye not that what I now say is
strictly true? If, then, ye are Masons, ye know also
that in Masonry there i no such thing! Robertson,
however, tells, and I believe he tells you the truth,. that
under the cloak of Masonry, wicked and designing men
have poisoned the morals, destroyed the religions, and
overturned the constitutions of all the States in Europe !*
Yes, out of all the States of Europe, every king but one.
and that the king of England, sipped in the poison and
agreed to destroy religion, but little thought that their
own thrones were fastened to its footstool; they drank
and they were blinded, they have fared as they deserved,

time, the intercepted report of one of Talleyrand’s spies says : bl

to your instruct?ons, I took my deputureyf:‘): England, aﬁ’; was gortumtz
enough to reach Deal without encountering any accident. In that
quarter I began my researches, but cannot conceal from you that I was
very much disappointed and chagrined at the very commencement of my
labours. The people there were far from being in that temper of mind
which is at all satisfactory. There did not ap, the slightest appre-
hension of the result of our invasion. On the coutrary, I found the
proud and insolent islanders speaking in terms of the utmost contempt
of our illustrious chief, and the threats of the Great Nation. Every one
seemed to vie with his neighbour in expressions of loyalty; and it is
with deep regret I feel myself compelled to inform you that I did not
meet with one man who had the least notion of the blessings of French
liberty. Everywhere there was to be fonnd nothing but the grossest
prejudices, the blindest attachment to their ious government.”

% In those unhappy days, infidelity was dignified with the pame of
philosophy ; and it was as prevalent and as popular as Wesleyan Me-
thodism, or all‘}y other religious sect of our own times.

% It was Nicolai, the unprincipled Illuminatus, who endeavoured to
throw the odium on Muozz;l for the purpose of wi ing publie
attention from his own ha order. At Berlin he publi several
volumes ; and although he mentions many strange schismatics, both in
rehg:' ion and in Masonry, he fiever once mentions an Illuminatus ; although
he ed the new society, and ly reprobated t::dprooeedingsot
the Elector of Bavaris, calling it a vile persecution ; subeequently,
when the discovery of papers in the house of Batz had the insti-
::omlu boldly asserted that he knew no more of it than the two
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they are cmmbli:g with the destruction® George of
England piously refused the plot in its beginning, and he
remains & monument of the wisdom of such a pious re-
fusal.®

English Masonry is also yet uncorrupted, and it remains
also a monument of the wisdom of such incorruption ;
Masons then be grateful! Masons be faithful! Be advised
to make full proof of the sincerity of your profession, and
of the purity of your Order! Be the purity of your con-
duct, and the language of your lips, the shield of your
royal art, and the sword for its enemies. Be advised to
fear God, for without him, you have neither peace here,
nor felicity hereafter; love the brotherhood and all man-
kind, for love is the fullfilling of all law, masonic and
divine ; honour the king, and give praise unto the king’s
son, the one rules you as men, the other as Masons ; nor
can you slight the one without a breach of the command-
menta of your God, or despise the other, without a breach
of the laws of your Order.

This is my opinion now; this opinion, I trust, will
abide with me till death ; and this opinion, I doubt not,
will rise with me, when, with our Provincial Grand
and all our brethren in the world, I meet at the right
hand of the Eternal Grand, and join that immoveable
Lodge, where truth and love shall form the eternal union.
In which Lodge of the true, the faithful, and the perfect,
may we all have a happy meeting.

PRAYER.

Almighty God and everlasting Father, view with ten-
der compassion thy assembled people before thee, and
let our united petitions, as holy incense, arise and assail
the ears of thy compassionate favours; we are the off-

% This is s melancholy representation, but it is true. If these mon-
archs had imbibed the trus spirit of Masonry, the above calamities would

© And how was George III. of England treated for this glorious
display of wisdom and piety? Weishaupt himself shall tell you. “In
the soi-disant free England, the silly monarch says, ¢ We are graciously
pleased —and the simple people ,*Amen.’ These men, comm

i e-dg,u'eonly farther corrupted by this ile
flattery. But let us at once give an example of our spint by our be-
haviour to princes,”

g
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springs of thy creating powers; we are the objects of
thy providential blessings; we are the subjects of thy
redeeming mercy; make us then, gracious God, the sub-
jects also of thy sanctifying grace; that we may truly
glorify and experimentally glory in thee, as the one
eternal, everlasting, undivided God, the Father, Son, and
Spirit. Impress upen every heart the sense of thy
favours already received ; and may we gratefully acknow-
ledge thee, the God of all our comforts, and dedicate
that life universally to thee, which was first thy gift;
which is every moment supported in existence by thy
almight Erovidence, and has been the wonderful pur-
chase of thy all-suffering, all-redeeming love! We bless
thee, gracious Father, for all thy mercies bestowed upon
us individually, and upon our families. Accept also, in
the present moment, our acknowledgment for national
favours. We bless thee, gracious God, that we are still
a nation, highly favoured by thine almighty protection ;
we bless thee for a Protestant, a pious ruler; we thank
thee for a king, that we can truly call our gracious king.
Establish his throne m all that nghteousness, with whic

we believe him gincerely clothed, not only in profession
as the King of England, but in possession as a man,
saved by thy influencing power. Bless him, for ever
bless him with all the riches of thy grace and mercy ;
and, for his individual comfort we pray, establish peace
ir his days, that his life, even in this world, may be happy
a8 we believe it is intentionally pious. Bless also, we
pray thee, his gracious consort, and grant that as they

. endeavour to travel through life in all the ornaments of

matrimonial pious fidelity, they may both experience
and enjoy the eternal union of souls everlastingly saved
by grace divine. Bless all their numerous progeny both
male and female; and in an especial manner, as we are
in grateful duty bound at this moment especially to pray,
we do pray that thou wouldst shower down thy divine
favours, with all their sacred influence, upon the bead
and in the heart of our Royal Grand Master, George
Prince of Wales. As a man and as a king may he succeed
and add lustre to his royal father, in all that dignity of
which he is the rightfu{ heir. As a Mason, may he in-
crease in science and in pious labour, till, like Solomon
and Hiram he be truly worthy, as he is in profession the
13
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illustrious representative of those illustrious Master Ma
sons. Bless all our great men, and make them good
men. Counsel thou our counsellors, and teach thou our
senators true wisdom. Preserve our church from schisms,
heresies, and impiety. Preserve our learning and philo-
loghy from prostitution and infidelity. Preserve our
labour from idleness and inactivity ; give our armies true
courage, and our fleets every success. And as we this
moment truly stand a monument of thy preserving mercy
amidst the wreck of nations, continue, gracious Father,
this undeserved preservation; may we as a nation still
retain thy favours, and as a people may we glorify thee
in the enjoyment of those favours.

Diemiss us at this time with a divine sense of thy
goodness. And as men, as Masons, and as Christians,
ma{ we know our srivilegea, praise thee for them ; and
still, by earnest and sincere prayer, hold thee fast, for
the continual preservation of them. We beg all for
Jesus Christ’s sake, to whom with thee, O holy Father,
and thee, O blessed Spirit, we beg permission to ascribe,
mhdsll hum;lity, eternal and evermting praises. Amen

men. ,




SERMON X.

THE CHRISTIAN DUTIES RECOMMENDED AND
ENFORCED BY FREEMASONRY.

PREACHED AT WOOLWICH, ON THE CELEBRATION OF
ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST, 1798.

“ Learn to do well.”

Isa1an L 17,

In all professions there is the defective and the real,
there is t%e sentimentalist and the operative—the pro-
fessor and the possessor ; or, to speak more plainly, there
are, in all- professions, those who are contented with

utting on the outside garb of profession, without seek-
ing that inward something which should attach itself to
the heart and affections, and by which alone is constituted
the reality of the profession aimed at.' Hence that just
and severe scriptural reproof— He is not a Jew who is
one outwardly, nor is that circumcision which is out-
wardly in the flesh only; but he is a Jew who is one
inwardly, and the true circumcision is that of the heart.”
To prove this assertion, look we into the Christian world ;
nay, look we but into this professed Christian country in

! Here our brother alludes to the distinction between profession and
practice ; a rule which the true Mason will never lose sight of. Profis-
sion is good, but practice is better. St. James draws attention of
DroBtebiE appriod to recmesonry 1o Whes doth it ot oy brethven,

tably applied to — t doth it t, my brethren,
3 h s’m say be hath faith, and have not workgr Canyfaith save
him? If a brother or sister be naked, and destitute of daily food, and
one of you say unto them, Depart in peace, be yon warmed and filled :
notwithstanding, ye give them not thoee th.u:?-a which are needfal to the
body-—what' .doth it profit? KEven so faith, if it hath not works, is dead,
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which we live, and you may find drunken Christians,
whore-mongering Christians, swearing Christians, lying
Christians, sabbath-breaking Christians.? Nay, if you
would but excuse my plainness of speech, I shall observe
zou may, according to profession, find Christians who

abitually defraud, deceive, and speak evil one of another;
who, as the apostle says, bite and devour one another ;
nay, you may find Christians who are habitually more
inclined to do evil one towards another than they are to
do well one towards another. Yes, Christians there are
who never seek the cottage of the distressed ; who never
hear, or at least never listen to, one single groan from
the heart of affliction, or one single sigh from the bosom
of distress ; who never attempt to wipe away the tear of
sortow from the eye of the widow or the fatherless?
All such, I presume, if we must, out of politeness and
good manners, call them Christians, can only be called

rofessed Christians ; they can never be said to possess
shrist or his spirit in their hearts. Surely, then, accord-
ing to my first observation, all such characters as I have
just described, may, without any great breach of Chris-
tian charity, be said to want that inward something which
should attach itself to the heart and affections,* and by
which alone is constituted the reality of the Christian
profession.

Once more, let us aim at another detection. There
are a set of people in the world who are very proud of
being called philosophers® Well, be it so. Now, the
word philosopher, like the word Christian, is intended to
be descriptive of itself, and to describe the character, the
nature, and the disposition of its possessor : for instance,
as the word Christian signifies 8 person who professes

* If Christianity be not responsible for the misconduct of its professors,
neither can Masonry.

'Mmilthf;ﬂity. But are there any Masons who are thus callous to
all the best feelings of humanity ? ’l‘:ey are taught a very different
lesson at their initiation. They are then instructed never to close their
ears against the cries of the distressed, but listening with attention to the
detail of their sufferings, pity will flow from their hearts, attended with
that relief which their necessities require.

¢ He might justly have said, “that inward feeling of )" whether
InbeaMuonyr.got;f'ormny&godmpmthh who
e .
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himeelf a lover, a follower, and an imitator of Christ, the
eternal Son of God, the Saviour of the world; so the word
philosopher signifies a person who is a lover of wisdom,*
and, consequently, a lover, a follower, and an imitator,
as far as the frailty of human nature will admit, of all the
operations of wisdom. Now as true wisdom is the first

nd source of all moral perfection and goodness, so as
ar, therefore, as any person is a true philosopher, he must
be a follower, an imitator, of all moral perfection, and of
all moral goodness.’

Now for the detection of this profession. Infidels of
almost every degree—the atheist, the deist, the Socinian
—are very proud to profess themselves philosophers ;
but can any man in his senses believe that a disbeliever
of the existence of Gtod, or of any of his perfections, or
that a disbeliever, or a denyer of the divinity of Christ,
the Saviour of the world, deserves the appellation of

hilosopher ? Surely, my Christian brethren, to be a
over of wisdom, must be to be a lover of God, who is
the only true source of all true wisdom ; and he must be
a lover of all those perfections which are the only true
effects of true wisdom; and he must also be a lover of
Jesus Christ, who is the active excelleney of all wisdom,
for his goodness redeemed the world® An infidel, then,

¢ And hence the unbelievers of the day affected to compare the indif-
ference of the infidel with that of the tﬁehilosopheru of Greece and Rome,
who exhibited a supine inattention to the evidences of Christianity, which
were presented by the hand of Omnipotence, not to their reason, but to
their senses. Thus Gibbon said, “ laws of nature were Eerpeumlly
for the benefit of the church; but the sages of (ireece and
Rome turned aside from the awful spectacle, and pursuing the ordinary
occupations of life and study, appeared unconscious of any alterations in
the moral or physical government of the world.”
7 8o thought the philosophers of ancient times ; but modern philosophy
is of a different opinion. .
® There is a beautiful description of our Saviour’s personal appearance
and demeanour in the spurious ai:rfie from the pro-consul Publius Len-
tulus to the Roman senate :—* a%peuedmtheseourdnyuam
of t virtue, named Jesus Christ, who is yet living amongst us, and
of the Gentiles is ted for a prophet of truth, but his own disciples
call him the Son of God. He raiseth the dead, and cureth all manner
of diseases. A man of stature somewhat tall and comely, with a very
reverent countenance, such a8 the beholders may both love and fear; his
bhair, the colour of a filbert full ripe, to his ears, whence downward it is
more orient of colour, somewhat curling or waving about his shoulders ;
in the midst of his head is a seam, or ition of his hair, after the
manner of the Nazarites ; his forehead plain and delicate; his face with-




BN

190 SEEMON X.

whether atheist, deist, or Socinian, is not a philosopher.
But again, as a philosopher is a lover of wisdom, he
must, according to the degree of this love of wisdom, be
also an imitator of all the excellencies and perfections
of that wisdom which he professes himself the lover of.
But is there any degree of wisdom, or beauty, or excel-
lency, or perfection, in overturning states and empires—
in plotting the destruction of the laws and constitutions
of the kingdoms in which we dwell, or of the nations
which surround us? Surely no; such effects can never
be the natural result of true wisdom.” Is there, again
I would ask, is there any wisdom, or beauty, or excel-
lency, or perfection, in contriving the murder of Kings,
and queens, and princes? Surely wisdom, or the effects

- of wisdom, can never be murder or destruction! Nay,

is there any wisdom, or beauty, or excellency, in pulling
down the tabernacles of the God of wisdom, the churches
of Christ, and overturning all the altars of religion and
of religious worship i murdering, imprisoning, or
banishing, all the ministers of God's word and sacra-
ments, and thereby endeavouring to destroy all commu-
nication between God and the world—between Christ
and his redeemed—any proof of wisdom or perfection?
Or is there any degree of wisdom, beauty, excellency, or

out spot or wrinkle, beautified with a comely red ; his nose and mouth
ezw:f;oformed; his beard thick, the colour of his hair, not of any great
length, but forked; his look innocent; his eyes grey, clear, and quick ;
in reproving, awful ; in admonishing, courteous; in speaking, very modest
and wise; in proportion of body, very well shaped. None have ever
seen him la&}\, but many have seen him weep. A man, for his beauty,

children of men.” Quoted in Clarke’s Travels, tome iv.,

9 The definition of wisdom given by our Grand Master Solomon is,
that « it teacheth from one end to another mightily, and sweetly ordereth
all thmlgn. I loved her,” he continues, « sought her out from my
{nonth, desired to make her m(y}:gouse, and I was a lover of her beanty.

that she is conversant with , she magnifieth her nobility ; yea,
Lord of all things himself loved her, for she is privy to the mysteries of
the knowl of God, and a lover of his works. If riches be a poesession
ttfu be : A dil; g:d life, what kis r:lchmr' mnl;h;visdom, that worketh all

i nd i ence work, who o t are, is & more cunning
wo:E:‘mn than she?” (Wisdom viii, 1-6.)

19 For the honour of lmma.nit‘y, the present age has redeemed the reli-
gious character of thegeople; or never was there a time when
exertions were made for the building and establishment of places of
Christian worship.
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rfection, in unsheathing the sword of war in every na-
tion,"—in stirring up or abetting the rebellious and dis-
contented of any nation, to the danger of the peace and
quiet of that nation; perhaps irritating the child to
murder his parent, or the parent the child—the servant
his master, or the master his servant? Are these, I say,
or any of these, the effects of true ‘philosophy 72 Are
these, or any of these, the actians of the lovers of wis-
dom, which is beamty and goodness in perfection?
Surely no. Surely true philosophy, the true love of wis-
dom, knows no such vile and ungodly sentimente—
attempts no such wretched and inhuman endeavours—
performs no such base and unchristian actions. And
yet, my friends, such is the abuse of Frofession, without

ossession, that all the rebellions—all the wars—all the

isturbances—all the murders—all that distress of nations
which in the present moment rages and destroys Europe,
and, as it were, shakes the very world to its centre—all
this indescribable misery is originally the cursed, the
infernal effects of the plot and contrivance of a very
small number of men who call themselves philosophers!
Such is the abuse of profession, where the reality of that
profession is not possessed.”

Hence I feel the necessity of the advice of my text
to this very small part of that well-known body of people
in the world, known by the appellation of Freemasons ;
for with them, as with all other bodies, there is also, I
fear, the deceptive sentimentalist, as well as the sincere
eperative. Yes, as under the cloak of Christianity and

1 Masonry is a humane system, which has ever flourished in times of
peace, and been always injured by war, bloodshed, and confusion ; so
that kings and princes in every age have been much disposed to en-

the ¢ n, on account of their peaceableness and loyalty,
whereby they practically answer the cavils of their adversaries, snd
promote the honor of the fraternity. Craftsmen are bound by peculiar
ties to promote peace, cultivate harmony, and live in concord and bro-
therly love. (Ancient Charges, ii.)

1 If so, it is the philosophy of demons, and not of men.

B It is unfortunately the abuse of profession that has produced all the
oppoeition which Masonry has ever subject to. Judging from the
misconduct of some few brethren who have di their obligation,
its opponents proceed, without further enquiry, to denounce the institution
as the moving cause of every vicious propensity.

4 In every society the members may be so classed. Good and bad
appear everywhere ; and he who expects to find unniixed virtue is sure to
be disappointed. e
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under the name of philosophy, the vilest characters have
effected their basest designs, so I have little doubt but
that, under the much-admired name of our Order also,
many call themselves what they really are not;* many
call themselves Masons who are strangers to all the vir-
tues of Masonry, and who are no more Masons in reality
than Judas, and all his imitators, who betrayed Christ,
were true Christians, or than the impious Voltaire, and
all his deluded disciples, who degied God, were true
philosophers.

You, my brethren, and the strangers also of this con-
gregation, will, I am well persuaded, fully agree with -
me in this opinion, that it is but of little consequence to
what society we attach ourselves, or by what peculiar
mark or name we are distinguished from the rest of our
fellow-creatures, unless, under that name by which we
are called, and in that society to which we are attached,
we take the advice of our text, and ‘ learn to do well,”*
and thereby do honour to that name or mark by which
we are distinguished, by an increase of all those virtues
which belong to us as men, and as professed Christians.

Hence, my brethren, in the present opportunity of

ublicly addressing myself to you, I hope to be success-
Ful in two instauces of the intention of this address. I
hope, first, to be enabled, in some measure, to remove
any evil and unjust surmisings from the minds of
strangers concerning us and our Order,"” by giving you,
in their bearing, that advice which they must judge, if
they are Christians, truly applicable to themselves also.

1 « Men,” says Maximus Tyrius (Disser. 2&, “are always inclined to
disregard what is plain and easily acquired, to admire that which is
socret and mysterious. The poets, discovering this, invented the fable for
a remedy, when treating of holy matters; which, being more obacure
vau:‘ﬁ@,mdmoma:ldmmmeﬁh@&gr?edambetwm
know] orance, was partly believed for being agreea
and yforhe‘%:gwonderfnl. Thus, a8 poets by name, and philoso;
in they drew mankind gradually to a search after truth, when the
name of E'osophy would have been and displeasing.”

¥ The Free and Accepted Mason is instructed in the art of learning
to do well, at his first admission into a lodge, by being directed to
“mbmfgovernhiapasiom,keepatongneofgoodteport,mdpmﬁoa

% was judicious; because strangers, or, in other words, the un-
nitiated, these masonic discourses, either in the hope of gaining
some insight into the secrets of the Order, or with a view of discovering
Dew arguments against it.
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And, secondly, I shall hope to convince every Mason
before me that unless, by being of our Order, he learneth,
according to the intention ans meaning of the prophet,
to do well, to improve in bhis morals, and be active in
every good word and work ; though he has its name, he
- has not its nature ; though he wear our badges, he is a
stranger to our real ornaments ; though he possess all
the gold, the silver, the precious stones of Solomon’s
temple,” or of Solomon’s house—nay, though with these
he possess all the most valuable treasures of the world
beside, he possesses none of the really valuable jewels
of Masonry. '

I begin with observing, that it is satisfactory to too
many who have been convinced of their past misdoings,
and are stirred up to see the necessity of some change
in their life and conversation—it is satisfactory, I say,
to too many of these, that they wash them, and make
them clean from their past enormities ; that they put
away the evil of their doings, and that they cease to do
evil. Now this is, we must all confess, a very material
part of true conversion ; but, my friends, the best that
can be said of it is only this: ¢ that it is a good begin-
ning,” and if this is all that had been thought requisite
to save the soul, the prophet would have stopped also.
But behold he stoppeth not; there is, he goes on to
observe, something farther to be required than that nega-
tive goodness of ceasing to do evil. Yes, an active giety
is also requisite ; for as well as to ¢ cease to do evil,”” we
are also commanded to ¢ learn to do well.”

Now this text, my brethren, is very applicable to you
as a junior lodge."” .Yes, as younger brethren in the royal
art, methinks 1t comes to you in & good time; for, as
ma.n{ of you are but newly initiated, few of you, if any,
can have forgotten the conditions upon which alone you

by Jooophum s It appuaranos hadeveeything. o could.sisks the
o8 :— ev i i

’; mdutonishth:pnght;foritmonevqaidecovemdwithsolid
plates of gold, s that when the sun roee u it, 1t reflected such a strong
and dazzling effulgence, that the eye of the beholder was obliged to tarn
amymlt,bung‘ 10 more able to sustain its radiance than the splen-
our of san.”

¥ This lodge had been constituted by the Prov. Grand Master little
than a year and a balf when this sermon was preached.

(-9
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obtained your initiation,® Now, if you remember
rightly, you must recollect that you were obliged, in

our Initiation, to give strong testimony that you had at
east that negative goodness which precedes our text;
for, indeed, unless you had given good testimony that you
had ceased to do evil,® you know the doors of our Order
were unalterably shut against you. It is, therefore, in
good season, I trust, that I have now an opportunity of
ollowing those serious impressions, which you must, if
you had any proper sense of your engagement, have re-
ceived in your initiation into our royal Order, with the

ositive part of that goodness and righteousness, to which

asonry, the beautiful handmaid of Christianity, is so uni-
versally calculated to win your hearts, and all your best
affections. “Learn to do well,” is an advice, my brethren,
peculiarly adapted to the very name you bear ; for to be
a Freemason, in the real and plain meaning of the term,
is to be in a state of all others the best calculated, both
to learn well, and also to learn to do well.

The theory of Masonry contains something of the whole
of science ; the operative part of Masonry, is the practice
of all the virtues of all the sciences.® Therefore to be
initiated only into the theory of Masonry, is at least to be
in the way of learning well ; and if we follow on to
exercise the practice of Masonry, it will as assuredly lead
us into the way of doing well ; and both to learn and to
do well, is the whole o{ our religion, whether as men, as
Christians, or as Masons.® For, first, to learn to do well

% These conditions were, that “unbiassed by the improper solicitation
of friends, and uninfluenced by mercenary or other unworthy motives, the
candidate freely and voluntarily offers himself & candidate for the mysteries
of Masonry ; and that he is prompted by a favourable opinion conceived
of the institution, and a desire of owledge."

@ Qur ancient and venerable institution depends not for its support and

cy on any principle of a comg:rlslinve or coercive nature, but is
g:tn cemented by the t union and ony of its constituent

% Qur worthy bro is somewhat mistaken in his definition here.
Masonry is operative and speculative; the former, in the language of
lectures, includes all natural, mathematical and mechanical knowledge, so
far as the same is subjected to the external senses; and the latter, the
knowledge of the hidden order of the universe, and the secret things both
z‘tl’dbeamand earth, more particularly those of a spiritual and intellec-

nature,

® Here the definition is right, because our pursuits now embrace

'lpeeuhuvo Masoary only, which, as Preston correctly says, “is so far
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implies, that we fear God ; and, secondly, that we keep
his commandments. First, to learn to do well implies,
that we fear God ; this is, indeed, in part implied in that
negative part of righteousness, which is described in the
verses preceding our text. For without the fear of God,
in some degree, we shall never, I fear, be inclined to cease
to do evil. But, as I have already observed concernin
all professions, there is such a thing as fearing God, an
not being active in that fear. And, my friends, by such
a fear, we can bring no honour to his name, nor can we
ossess any comfort in our own souls. No, my beloved
earers, it is not enough that we do not positively and
publicly deny the being, the existence, and the perfections
of a God; but if, according to the prohet’s advice, we
learn to do well, we shall enter into the lists of his advo-
cates as hisreal admirers ; we shall give public testimony,
both in word and action, that we believe and adore his
sovereigngy and power ;* that we believe and admire his
mercy and goodness, and that we believe and obey the
dictates of his word and providence. And, active as his
adversaries are in taking away his name and his glory
from amongst men, so we, who are his professed advo-
cates, should be more than equally active in publishing
forth his name; and his perfections ; in showing forth his
raises and his goodness; and establishing in the earth
is glory and his majesty. As his enemies are bold in
denying his name, so his friends should be more than
equally 8o, in spreading his fame abroad. As his enemies
are persevering in every effort to put him away, because
they fear him; so surely his friends ought to be still
more persevering to establish his glory, because they love
him.
In this point of religion, my friends, the present is a
day of evil report indeed. The daring attempts of infi-

interwoven with religion, as to lay us under the strongest obligations to
y that rational homage to the Deity, which at once constitutes our
ty and our lupgineu. It leads the contemplative to view with reve-
rence and admiration the sloriom works of the creatiom and inspires
them with the most exalted ideas of the perfections of the divine Creator.”
% As Masons, we must not only abjure falsehood, we are bound also to
defend the truth.
% The candidate, at his initiation, must declare his unfeigned belief and
hstinGod,nndaaﬂrmgernuionthatwhmhismmeiapiouly
invoked, no dsnger can ly ensue.
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delity, in the present awful era of the world, are truly
alarming to every truly pious mind ; and he who would
hold up his hand for God, can scarcely stretch out an
arm but he is in danger of feeling the poison of infidelity.
Indeed, in the present day, to deny Grod is too frequently
esteemed the polite effect of sensibility and free-thinking;
to laugh at religion is too often thought a part of manly
education, and to be rude. immoral, immodest, lascivious,
and impudent, is too frequently judged to be spirited and
gentlemanlike. Yes, in the present fashion of impiety,
to speak of religion, is to call upon you an odium ; to
fear God, is thought mean and pusillanimous, and to
dare to check the mad career of vice and immorality, is
to be rude, impolite, and spiritless. In a word, accord-
ing to the too prevailing sentiments of the present day,
to be pious is insanity; to be moral is meanness; to be
religious is fanaticism.®
ith you, my brethren, I beseech you, let not these
ideas have any existence. As I know it is the nature of
your Order, and the excellency of your profession, to af-
ford you an opportunity to learn and know better things,
concerning the fear of God, in the knowledge of his
name, in the admiration of his glory, and in the reliance
upon his mercy; so I advise, learn ye to do well. Yes,
m{ brethren, you must know, and you ought to be care-
ful to acknowledge it both in word and action, you must
know, if you are possessed with common honesty and
Fmtitude, that, if you have paid any attention, it 18 the
eading feature of all your masonic researches and in-
structions to propagate and establish this leading, master

A writer, already quoted, observes:—“A sober and industrious
ulace is the strength, the riches, the glory of a nation ; but when
are or every kind of wi disorder. As, from
elr and education, they have, for the most part, little regard to
ap of honour and decency, if at the same time they have
the ties of religion and the fear of God, and a regard to the
powers of the world to come, and are abandoned to their appetites and
Ppassions, whet are they not capable of ? 'When once a neglect of religion
andaoomptionofmanmbecomegenmmheyhsvesnmmwndenq
to dissolve and enervate a nation, and to extinguish true public am
and & manly fortitude. Nor have any people long maintained thei
h:))lerum, ui\g)hsnng lost their probity and virtue.” (Leland’s Deism,
vol. ii., p. 458. . . .

BEEEE
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sentiment of all true religion and virtue, ¢ that God is,
and that he is a rewarder of all them who diligently seek
him.” Thus far, then, in the first part of learning to do
well, is to fear God; and thus, then, the religion of Ma-
sonvv and the religion of the prophet go hand in hand.”
e will now, therefore, hasten briefly to the second
part of learning to do well, s. e. that of keeping his com-
mandments. And this brings us immediately to the pe-
culiar reference of our text. Yes, my friends, it leads
us to consider that the religion of the Mason, like the
religion of the prophet, has a reference in its effects, far
beyond the narrow boundaries of our little self.® The
religion of the Mason, in its second part, is according to
our Saviour’s araphrase,of the second table of the law ;
like unto the grst in its duty, in its excellency, and in its
importance ; and its duties can no more be dispensed
with ; for if we learn to do well, in fearing God, we must
also learn to do well, in seeking judgment, relieving the
oppressed, judging the fatherless, pleading for the widow ;
for on these two commandments, the belief and the love
of God, the kindness of affection, one towards another,
and not on either alone, but on these ftvo commandments,
depend all the law and the prophets; and without them
both, we can never be said to understand either Moses
or the prophets. Many, indeed, have been, and man
still are the individual attempts to separate them, but it
impossible. ¢ If ye love me,” says Christ, “ye will keep
my commandments ; and this is my commandment, that
ye love one another.” ¢If,” says one of the disciples of

'Muonmis free, and requires a perfect freedom of inclination in
ery candidate for its mysteries. It is founded on the purest principles
of piety and virtue. It great and invaluable privileges to
worthy men. Vows of fidelity are required, but they contain nothing
which is incompatible with civil, moral, or religious duties.

™ Thus the candidate is exhorted, that he 18 never to invest himself
with the badge of a Mason should there be any brother in the lodge with
whom he is at variance, or against whom he entertains any animosity.
In such case, it is expected that he will invite the brother to withdraw,
in order that the differences between them may be amicably settled ;
which, if hap l:i:ﬂ'ected, they are then at liberty to clothe Ives,
and work wi t love and harmony which ought always to characterize
the Free and Accepted Mason. But if, unfortunately, the differences be
of such b:th mstilnr:ldas cannot bebso tg:dﬂy ad)ust&d;,y it were bemrbthst
one or ould retire, than, ir presence, should disturb the
barmony of the lodge. 7
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Jesus, ¢ if thou knowest that thy brother have need, and
shuttest up the bowels of compassion against him, how
then dwelleth the love of God in thee?” The love of
God and the love of man are inseparable, as the sun and
light, the fire and heat, the shadow and the substance.®
" ¢ For he,” saith the same Apostle, ¢ who saith he loveth
God, and hateth his brother, is a liar, and the truth is
not in. him.”
Learn, then, my brethren, to do well in this second
of the religion of your Order. Seek judgment, that
18, enquire what is nght, that ye may do it; and be
solicitous to be found in the way of your duty,® and walk
not with adventurers. Seek judgment, i. e. learn the pe-
culiar duties of your station, and be strict in the per-
JSormance of those duties. For instance, art thou in
power, exercise that same authority with mercy and cle-
mency ; and while others have to call thee master, or
lord, know thou, and consider, that thou hast a Master
in heaven. Art thou rich, be charitable to the poor;
and consider, that though thou hast much in thy pos-
session, thou thyself art but a steward, and hast a Eord
over thee, who will surely hereafter call upon thee to
give an account of thy stewardship.® Art thou poor,

® If it be eaid that this disposition is unattainable, I answer, so is all
tion. Ouﬁrt, therefore, a moralist to recommend imperfections?
ne excellency, however, of our Saviour's rules is, that they are either
never mistaken, or never so mistaken as to do harm. I could feign a
hundred cases in which the literal application of the rule of doing to
others as we would have others do to us, might mislead us; but I never
yet met with the man who was actually misled by it. Notwithstanding
that our Lord bade his followers not to resist evil, and to forgive the
enemy who should trespass against him, not till seven times, but till
seventy times seven, the Christian world has hitherto suffered little b
too much placability or forbearance. (Paley’s Evidences, part ii., c. 2.
® Tt is easy to know what is right, and no one can attend to the teach-
ing of Masonry without learning it ; but to do it iz not always so easy.
Conflicting interests will often prevent the exercise of our better feelings,
and will farnish excuses for omitting what we are conscious it is our duty

.
The rich do not always consider this in its most extensive s'iﬂ:iﬁeaﬁon,
although it is an indisputable fact. Thus, Fielding says :— The

principles by which men are actuated who betiueath fortunes to public
charities, are fear and vanity, more than benevolence or the love of doing
good, a8 will ap from the following considerations :—1st. If a man
were of real benevolence, and had a delight in doing good, he
wi no more defer the enjoyment of this satisfaction to his death-bed,
than the ambitious, the luxurious, or the vain, would wait till that period
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and in low occupation, perform the duties of that station
with diligence aund fidelity ; be contented with thy sta-
tion, nor envy thou the rich and the powerful. Seek
judgment, render unto all their due, tribute to whom
tribute is due, honour to whom honour, fear to whom
fear ;2 covet not the throne of the king, nor envy the seat
of the nobles. But be sure, if thou art learning to do
well, that thou art in the station which ke, who knows
better for thee than thou canst know for thyself, has for
thine own good placed thee there ; yes, it shall be proved
hereafter, that thou art in the very station which, if thou
fulfillest its duties, shall eventually prove for thee the
best station. Seek then judgment, and while thou fear-
est God, give honour to the king, so shalt thou have the
rewards of righteousness, and the blessings of peace.

Again, learn to do well one step farther, and I leave
you sure of the realms of bliss, nay, already partakers of
the felicity of the truly blessed, i. e., relieve the oppress-
ed, judge the fatherless, plead for the widow ; or as the
prophet would most undoubtedly mean, be kindly affec-
tioned one to another in brotherly love. The former
st:g of seeking judgment was political righteousness, and
makes only a part of the good man ; this latter is a col-
lection of all the Christian graces, centered in one
general course of doing good, and forms the complete
character of him, who has both ceased to do evil, and
learnt to do well.® )

Now that the advice I am now giving may be in some
measure applicable to all, I first observe, that this last
step of learning to do well, can alone complete the char-
acter of the true Christian; therefore none here are

for the gratification of their several passions. 2ndly. If the legacy be to
the injury of his family, or the disappointment of his friends in want, this
is & certain proof that his motive is not benevolence ; for he who loves
not his own and relations, most certainly loves no other ns.
Lastly, if & man hath lived any time in the world, he must have o ed
such horrid and notorious abuses of all iublic charities, as must convince
him that he will do no manner of good by contributing to them.”

% By these meauns you will live happily, respected by your friends, and
honoured by your neighbours ; and at the same time it will contribute to
the emmnt of equal happiness in another and a better world.

» o tln: isithe lesston Wl:}lc: is most freglmn?y inmlumn a Ma
sons’ lodge ; for it constitutes t principle of practical benevolence,
and i carried out in the muonic‘:g:u‘giu. :
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complete without it. And that the advice I am now

iving may be peculiarly applicable to my masonic

rethren, I observe to you, that without this last char-
acteristic trait of Christian perfection, the masonic
character is altogether incomplete.* We may talk of
religion, its doctrines, its precepts, and its privileges—
we may talk of Ehilosophy, with all its train of human

erfections and human acquirements—we may become

asons, boast of its secrecy, its science, and its morals—
put on all its gaudy trappings, and ornament ourselves
with its richest external jewels ;® but, my brethren, if
our religion is destitute of love to God, and of charity
towards our fellow-creatures ; if our philosophy is des-
titue philanthropy, or if our Masonry is destitute of the
activity of doing good, away with religious profession, it
is but an empty name; away with philosophical senti-
ment, it is but a sounding brass; away with masonic
pretensions, they are but as tinkling cymbals. But when
religion—namely the true fear of God and the love of our
fellow-creatures, accompanied by those two fair hand-
maidens, philanthropic philosophy, and active practical
Masonry—begins her travels on the earth, all the groan-
ings of misery and distress, and all the sighings of afflic-
tive sorrow, are quickly softened into the more pleasant
cadence of thankful praises and of grateful acknowledg-
ments ; the mangled limbs of the oppressed captive are
soon relieved from the galling chains of oppression; the
wrongs of the fatherless are quickly relieved, and the
tears are wiped away from the helpless widow’s cheek.®

* How much is this overlooked by the objectors to Masonry. They
spurn its excellences, and rake up its imperfections. They strain at a
goat and swallow a camel. Though its benevolent traits are as glari
as the noonday, they are unobserved ; and visionary objections are
:Eainst it, which have no foundation but in the heated imagination of

0se who are wilfully blind to its manifold beauties.

® The external jewels are nothing more than symbols of the internal
ornaments of the mind. '

» Bro. Gurlay, an American Mason, has some similar sentiments in
his excellent Address to the Grand Lodge of Massachusetts:—* The wise
man,” he says, * whose name is consecrated in Masonry, declares that &
friend is the best medicine of lif. And he takes care to tell us what
sort of friend it is. The friend born for adversity. Indeed there is 80
much hypocrix‘{e,ndeeeit, and guile in the present state of the world, that
of those who denominate themselves friends, few are to be accredited.
For the most part they are mere birds of prey, which fly away equally
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Here, says religion to this or the other philosopher,
soothe this troubled bosom, and give resignation to this
K‘erturbed heart. Here, says religion to the active

ason, bring thy medicine to heal this sick father, and
restore him to his weeping mate; revive this dying

arent to his mourning offspring; bring a portion oty thy
Eread, thy wine, and milk to this famished infant ; bring
thy garment and cover the naked limbs of this forlorn
destitute, and take, in the arms of love, this friendless
female orphan, and j}lace her in that asylum, which ye
have unitedly provided for such objects of distress; go
wipe away yon weeping widow’s tears, mor let that
mourning eye let fall a curse against thee.” Yes, daily
my brethren, daily let the secrecy of the masonic be-
nevolence publish to. him who seeth in secret, tears
unnumbered wiped away, groans unnumbered smothered
in praises, sighs unnumbered drowned in thanksgivings ;
then in that awful day; when the secrets of all hearts
shall be disclosed, then shall the gazin% multitude, who
have curiously enquired our secret, be astonished to
know, that the greatest deep of masonic secrecy was the wun-
published act of doing ﬁood.

In actions like these, let religion, philosophy, and
Masonry unite their standard, and all the world are
brethren.

PRAYER.

MEercrrur FaTHER, God of all grace and truth! bless
the present assembling of ourselves together with the

with beauty, riches, and fame. If you feed them, they with you ;
but when hmdisexhsuzted,tieyelspthsir i ﬁmmynno
more. serve for pastime, provided you guard securely ; but
even then, they afford only a miserable entertainment, without either
profit or pleasure. Unlike to these is the true and sincere friend, tried,
) ted, and faithful to the rules which Masonry prescribes.

ike the dove which went out from the ark, when every is
delnqed,he leaves us only to return again, the harbinger of hope, con-
solation and relief.”

# Masonic love is the heavenly bond that unites mankind, and forms
them all into one blessed family and fold under Christ the good shep-
herd, the Father of his people, and the source of all Christian graces
and perfections. It removes all difficulties out of the path of Christian
duty ; it sweetens all the disappointments of a changing world ; it takes
away all bitterness, discontent, and sorrow, at the afflictive trials of the
chasténing rod ; and thus prepazes us for another and » better world.

14
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choicest of thy spiritual favours, and may the immediate
effects of thy holy word be in us all, the fruits of right-
eousness to the glory of thy everlasting name. Lord God
Almighty, descend with a new creation upon every soul,
and from that miserable chaos which sin has effected in
every heart, by corrupting every affection of the soul,
form and effect that new nature, which is produced not by
‘blood or the will of man, but by the effectual working of
thy holy spirit ; create us anew in Christ Jesus, and may
we in deed and in truth put on that new man, which by
Christ Jesus our Lord, is created in righteousness and
true holiness. Soften gracious Father, soften by thy
divine influence every heart, and make us readily susce
tible of all thy divine impreesions. Instil into our min

a hatred to every sin, and a love and inclination to every
degree of holiness, of piety, and of virtue. As men, in
every character we sustain, may we truly consider that
‘it 18 appointed for all once to die, and after that the
judgment;” and may this serious consideration induce us
to think seriously, to speak cautiously, and to act always
conscientiously ; may every pious engagement, whether
Christian or masonie, have all their intended effects to
influence our hearts to tenderness, to benevolence, to
charity, to purity. May we in the sermons we hear, and
in all the lectures we join in, learn daily more perfectly,
the happy and purer language of the once persecuted, but
now everlastingly exalted Galilean. May we 8o acquit
ourselves in the church, in the world, and in our families,
that all who see us, may be enabled to take laudable
notice of us, that we have been with Jesus; and that to
us every school of wisdom, whether the church, the
meeting, or the lodge, every school is to us the school of
Christ. Bless we pray thee, merciful God, the king u
the throne, his gracious queen, and every branch of that
illustrious family ; and establish their throne in righteous-
ness, make their sceptre the sceptre of peace; and may
the crown of these realms flourish upon the head of one
or another of that same family, so long as the sun and
moon endureth.

Bless, we pray thee, the great council of the nation;
may their consultations be held in righteousness, and thy
divine wisdom the standard of all their best endeavours.
Establish, we pray thee, in all the world the blessings of
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; may the destructive sword of war be sheathed,
and all the enemies of peace put to flight and confusion.
Bless this our yet happy nation; and may we be as
eminently grateful and pious, as we have long been
eminently blessed by thy gracious favour and protection.
Bless the imperfect services of this day ; and as a society
who profess a peculiar attachment to the religion of th
holy child Jesus; in all its piety towards G'og,l and ina
its charity and benevolence towards man ; may we so let
that glorious light of effective righteousness shine before
men, that others seeing those goods works, which are in
deed and in truth the natural, as well as the boasted
effects of our union, may truly glorify thy name; and
may such daily be added to the church, and united to
each other in every bond of brotherly love, as shall be
everlastingly saved. These, with every other blessing
which thy purer wisdom seeth we stand in need of, we
earnestly beg for ourselves and others, through the merits
alone, and for the sake alone of Jesus Christ our Lord
and Saviour. Amen. Amen.



SERMON XI

THE MASON’S LODGE, A 8OHOOL OF VIRTUE AND
SOIENOCE.

PREACHED AT RAMSGATE, SREPTEMBER 3, 1798, AT THR
CONSEORATION AND OONSTITUTION OF THR JACOB’S
LODGE.

¢« Wisdom Aath buslded Aer Aouse.”
Provass, ix. L.

A quoraTion from the writings of that good and great,
and Grand Master of all Masons, can, I should suppose,
at no time be unpleasant, or unseasonable to a masonic
congregation ; and upon the present occasion, the consti-
tution of a lodge, to take him as my patron and judge;
by way of examining the foundation of this newly-con-
secrated house, and see whether it is really the building
of wisdom, will, I hope, be candidly considered as reason-
able a choice, as it must be esteemed a seasonable one.
Folly and madness, my friends, immorality and profane-
ness, vice and wickedness, are, we too expetimentally
know, rearing their gaudy fabrics in every corner of the
world ;* and men too eagerly seeking them as the asy-

i Here is a reference to the name and constitution of the French and
German societies of the day, known by the names of Oonupond:m
Affiliated, Provincial, Rescript, Convention, Reading, Citizen of
‘World, Liberty, Equality, Imprescriptible Rights of Man, &c. &c.; of
which Robison observes, that “ our public arbiters of literary merit have
greatly changed their manner of treatment of theological and &:lmal
writings of late years. Till Paine’s A'ﬁanof Reason ag;uml, most
soeptical writings of England kept within the hounds of decency and of
argument ; and we have not, in the course of two centuries, one piece that
should be compared with many of the indecent productions of the German
presses. Yet even those performances ly met with sharp
a8 well a8 judicious refutation. How, then, is British sentiment or
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lums of felicity, are daily entangled in the labyrinths, or
buried in their ruins. On the other hand, sorry, truly
sorry am I, to be obliged to remark, that rare indeed are
the houses which wisdom buildeth; and still fewer, I
fear, are the sincere votaries of this beautiful goddess.
It is the task of this moment, and peculiarly the duties
of my office in the present exercise, to follow up the
scientific labours of our Provincial Grand, in the consti-
tution and consecration of the new lodge of Masons in
this neighbourhood ; with a caution to its members, and a
declaration to the public, that in the business of this day,
we fully hope, we confidently expect, wisdom hath builded
her house, that she hath hewn out her seven pillars ; ob-
serve, the foundation of the building must be good and
substantial.? ¢« Jz hath seven pillars,” its furniture is good
also and plentiful, by which those who turn in unto this
house of wisdom, may be rendered truly happy here,
and rerared for a blissful eternity hereafter; for she
hath killed her beasts, she hath mingled her wine,
bols of that richness of wisdom, and science, and religion,
which she, i. e. Wisdom, hath plentifully prepared, to
enlighten the understanding; to inform the heart; to
influence the affections ; and to feed those souls to im-
mortality and eternal life, who seek her habitation, who
enter into her temple, and who submit to her instruc-
tions and her discipline.®

Whoever reads this chapter, will easily perceive that
its language is metaphorical ; and if you take it seientific~
ally, it is a contest between wisdom and folly, science
and ignorance, which of them shall win the soul of the

m , when Paine’s book i8 treated by our reviewers with an
I 'tymdea.ndour,andislaidbeforethe&ublicuquitem
matter, and a fair fleld for discussion?” (Proofs, p. 479.)

8 A masonic lodge is the true school of wisdom, of that wisdom which
makes men more conscientions and more virtuous. One would think that
Bolomon had this in view when he said, “ Happy is the man that findeth
wisdom, and the man that getteth understanding ; for the merchandise of
it is better than the merchandise of silver, and the gain thereof than fine

Bhe is more precious than rubies ; and all the things thou canst
ire are not 0 be compared unto her. Length of days is in her ri
band, and in her left hand riches and honour. Her ways are ways of
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passing traveller.! If you take it morally and religiously,
1t is then a contest between vice and virtue, faith and
iofidelity. Christ, the king of righteousness, and Satan,
the prince of the power of the air, who of these shall
win the soul, and captivate its faculties and affections.’
Read it masonically ; for Solomon was one of the great-
est, the best, and the most zealous Master Masons that
ever lived upon the earth—we therefore feel a right to
read it masonically, and the contest embraces both the
former senses. Yes, read it masonically, it is the invita-
tion of science in all its varieties, and of religion in all
its moral and spiritual excellencies ; exhibiting all their
lovely charms to allure the wanderer, and win the un-
wary traveller from the dangerous paths of ignorance,
irreligion, vice, and sin.®

This, then, my beloved hearers, is the single idea
which I shall draw at this opportunity from my text,
and with which I shall endeavour both to caution my
brethren and inform the public, i.e. that a Mason’s lodge,
being duly constituted, and religiously consecrated, it
is the fault of its members, whoever they may be, if
they prove not to the public around them, that wisdom
hath indeed burlded her house ; and that, therefore, there is
now an additional place of security, improvement, and
hapginess for Masons ; and into which others, whosoever
are inclined to virtue, may enter, may eat of wisdom’s
bread, and may drink of the wine which she hath min-
gled; may forsake the foolish, and may live and walk
in the way of understanding.’

4 The incitements offered by folly are carnal and fleeting, those of
wisdom are intellectual and permanent. The choice is free, but the result
is most important. ’

8 One says, “ Come with us, we shall find all precious substance, we
shall fill our houses with spoil. Cast in thy lot among us ; let us all have
ope purse.” The other, more severe, Kloeads, “My son, walk not thou in
the way with them ; refrain thy foot from their path, for their feet run
to evil, and make haste to shed blood.” (Prov. i., 11-16.)

¢ Throughout the whole of these sermons, is exhibited in all
its beautiful forms, and aptly applied to the subjects of which the
preacher treats. InapeouEnsense,Mnsonrymd isdom are synony-
mous ; and for this reason Solomon’s chair in the lodge is the seat of

w

1 It is a building of peace, harmony, and brotherly love; because, in
the figurative lanwof Masonry, “ the stones were in the quarry,
there carved, marked, and numbered. The timber was felled and prepared
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Now to enlarge upon this idea, as practically and as
familiarly as I can, and to endeavour that all, both
Masons and others, may be as religiously benefited as
possible, I shall first observe, that as we take upon us
to assert that in the comstitution of a Masons’ lodge,
wisdom hath builded her house; so we likewise assert,

that a Masons’ lodge is, or at least ought to be, a school .

of true, useful, universal science ; and, secondly, a school
of true piety and religion. First, then, I shall observe,
that a ns’ lodge is a school of true, useful, and uni-
versal science; it is the house of wisdom, and where
wisdom presides, there must surely be the school of
science.® To be votaries in the house of wisdom, and
we cannot but be at least in the way of improvement,
and the degree of our improvement, in the midst of
opportunities and privileges like these, must eventually
depend upon ourselves. In this school, i. e. & Masons’
]J;e, geography, astronomy, philosophy, with all the
liberal arts, are, or ought to be, the subjects of our lec-
tures, and are in those lectures, when properly delivered,
8o plainly and so familiarly expatiated upon and explained,
that while the most refined understanding may be ele-
gantly improved and luxuriously regaled, the meanest
capacity, unless totally closed against all its own good,
cannot depart wholly empty away.® All the faculties

in the forest of Lebanon, and conveyed by floats from Tyre to Jm
The metals were fused and cast on the plains of Zeredathah.
which, the whole of the materials were conveyed to Jerusalem, and there
set up by means of mauls and other implements pre for that pur-

; 80 that the sound of axe, hammer, or any o tool of brass or
iron was not heard on the holy mountain, to disturb the peaceful sanctity
of the proceedings. And the materials were prepared at so great a dis-
tance for the purpose of showing the superior excellence of the craft;
for when they were set up at Jerusalem, the work was so complete, that
it appeared to be the production of the Great Architect of the Universe,
rather than an exertion of human skill.”

8 Hence it was anciently provided that no brother, however skilled in
thecra.;t,mmlleanuterMuon,nntilhehad been chosen to fill the
chair of the ,

9 Masonry includes almost every branch of polite learning under the
veil of it:rivnysteries, which comprehend a regular system og virtue and
science. Many of its illustrations may appear unimportant to the confined

ius; but the man of more enlarged ties will consider them in the
ighest degree useful and interesting. To please the accomplished scholar
and i ous artist, the institution is well suited ; and in the investigation
of its ﬁtent doctrines, the hilosogher and the mathematician may expe-
rience equal satisfaction and delight. (Oliver's Preston, p. 37.)
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of the soul (in themselves naturally tendinf to improve-
ment) may feed upon their own natural sustenance,
and in one science or the other, continually receive, with
increasing appetite, more or less of those mental, and
therefore the only true, pleasures of the soul; whose

erfection, either of excellency or felicity, can only be
ul'l_{ known and experienced in that future and more
pertect state, where the incumbrances of human frailty,
and the pressures of mortality, have no effect on the
immortal powers.

Yes, my brethren, here, in this school, a Masons’

with scientific ardour, we are led to trace the structure,
and explore the deep foundations of that wondrous fabric,
built by nature’s God ; and here, different from many of
the schools of human wisdom, we want no human argu-
ments to prove the glory or the reality of his existence;
for it is the peculiar province of masonic science, to direct
her improving sons to study nature, to study her in her
most unaffected ; and, in all her works, to view,
with the eye of faith and pious adoration, her incomparable
Master Builder.”” Yes, masonic astronomy, uncorrupted
with scepticism, views in the first grand luminary of the
world the image of its great Creator, and feels a willing-
ness to be enlightened with his light, who is the light
of love. Nor does the most distant shining luminary,
however diminutive in its appearance, at all diminish the
idea of the masonic astronomer respecting his greatness,
who with the same omnipotence formed the lesser with
the greater light; for though perhaps with a Newton he
has not capacity or learning to measure the bulk, the
rapidity, or the distance of every orb with which the

¥ Magonic astronomy is a science which has for ita object to i
the motions of the heavenly bodies, their various aspects, and the
which have been inthephnetu'ys{stem,andthmghontdn

ion of the fixed stars. This is a subject of considerable interest and
mty. It is intimately connected not only with the other six liberal
sciences, but also with phy, navigation, agncnlture, commerce,
chronology, &c., and has lent its aid to promote their improvement. The
study of 1t is likewise attended with many pleasures and advantages in &
moral, intellectual, and religious point of view. It expands the range of
human intellect, and unfolds to our view the most striking displays of the
ferfecﬁom of the Deity,})ﬂticnhrlythe grandear of his ommn
t sets before us objects o overpowe;i:f magnitude and sublimity, and
demonstrates the unlimited extent magnificence of the universal
empire of the Almighty.
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firmament is adorned, yet in the unstudied simplicitr,
and yet highly-finished language of a Moses, he readily
acquiesces in this opinion, * ke made the stars also.”?
asonic feogmp y alro, unaffected by human pride,
forms his ideas of the earth’s construction, according to
his ideas of the divine wisdom, and power, and goodness ;
and though he cannot in buman language with the most
learned, altogether minutely describe all the curious
nature of the adbesion of matter, or fully delineate all
the curious properties of specific gravity; yet, in the
pious language of David, he readily acquiesces, ‘“as for
the world, and the fulness thereof. God hath formed them.’’?
Masonic philosophy, unadulterated with the fashionable
infidelity of the day, which, while it pretends to enlighten
men’s understanding, and illumine the world, banishes
every sentiment of religion, morality, and virtue; and
totally destroys all the generous and the social affec-
tions of the human beart; masonic Philosophy, uncor-
rupted with this cursed infidelity of Voltaire and his
wretched companions ;** masonic philosophy, I say, be-
comes with us the handmaid of religion, and aids and
assists in all those practical efforts which have a direct
tendency to reform the soul, govern the passions, eradi-

u The Mason looks upon the stars and planets as indications of a divine
hand ; for nothing can more indistgeu‘t:bly prove the universal power of the
Creator than the regularity of their movements, and the beauty of the
system of which they form a part.

3 Tn many of our Lodges we not only find & pair of globes, but also a
small philosophical apparatus ; and in such cases the brethren frequently
ﬂbythemelminm&ucﬁngomanothcinﬂwmmiGofscience

c:lrtu;lhandlectnresmdelivwednponmonl,phihsophied,mdhb
tori jecta.

1 Robison has some just sentiments on this point. Speaking of the
materialism of Dr. Priestl oy,whichheoonsidersuam}n)' to the
atheism of Diderot and Oondorcet, he adds—* Seeing that are sach
ﬁnisofappreheu’on,lthmk’ we have cause to be on our guard ; and

man who has enjoyed the sweets of British liberty should be
very anxious to preserve it. We should disco all secret assemblies
which afford opportunities to the disaffected, and all conversations which
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cate the corruptions of the heart, and gives the Deity his
own proper throne and temple, viz., the masonic bosom.

And to the practical effects of these three grand and
leading sciences are added, in the masonic school, the
tuition of all the lesser ornaments of the human mind;
for though the masonic astronomer dwelleth on high,
and hath thoughts sublimely exalted to the firmament
above, his heart is unelated with pride, and the lowest
of his fellow-travellers on the earth claim his polite at-
tention, and his kind urbanity; though with the line of
geographic knowledge he spans the circumference of the
earth, and of the seas, the meanest of his brethren, the
lowest of the sons of men, can never be out of the reach
of his brotherly affection.* Yes, my friends, masonic
geograrhy embraces within its line of philanthropic affec-
tion all the sons of men, wherever scattered, wherever
dispersed : the European, the Asiatic,the American, and
the still darker sons of Afric's burning sands, are in ma-
sonic sentiment members of that same family, of which
the Creator of the universe is the common father; of
which Jesus, the Saviour of the world, is the distinguish-
ed elder brother ; and of which, when redemption takes
its intended universal measurement, that one fold shall be
everlastingly established, over which there will be but
one shepherd, Jesus, the father and brother of all.” Yea,
his philosophy, unlike that infamous principle which, pre-
tending to fraternize, lifts the weapons of destruction,

1 «The of anzg.”sa Bro. Blanchard Powers, “is as
nnive;?.l uL benevolent bemy;n _principles. No matter what
country, people, or language, a Mason sojourns among, whether in

'tyorgzondversity,heisslnysnndeut%od,and ccogn asallzg:.

doorofevetylodgeopemathisng)prowh, he receives each
brother’s hand in love and friendship. Such being the principles that
unite and cement the great masonic family in the bond of union and bro-
therly affection, springing from our Saviour's golden rule, to do to others
as we would wish them to do to us; who, that.is a friend of religion, and
decency, and order—who, that considers himself under a moral obligation
to practice benevolence and charity to his fellow-men—can do otherwise
than approve and venerate such holy principles? Where is the Christian
—where is the moral man, that does not secretly pray in his heart, that
such heaven-born principles may become general and universal ?”

s After all that has been aaid on the subject, no Christian Mason can
deny the reference of , in its lectures, to Christianity. Freema-
sonry is cosmopolite, so is Christianity. All mankind will ultimately be
embraced in one fold under one shepherd, and that shepherd is Ohrist.”
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and the sword of war and bloodshed, against the dearest
.ties of nature; the Mason’s philosophy is the true fra-
ternizing philosophy of the enlightened soul, the humane,
the benevolent, the charitable; and his brethren are of
every tongue, and of every nation, and of every clime."
For, my brethren, as well as a school of human science
to improve the understanding, the truly and masonically
constituted lodge is, secondly, the source of that wisdom
which cometh from above. It is the school of divine as
well as human learning. And wherever its lectures are
properly delivered and enforced, and properly attended
to ; wherever its rules are properly adhered to and
abided by, it may be strictly called the temple of true
iety. '
P Tﬁat the intention of this house of wisdom may be,
and often is, abused ; that it may be, and often is, pro-
faned, is, I am very sorry to confess, too true, because,
like all other human societies, it will at all times be liable to
possess its defective members. But you who are advo-
cates for Christianity, cannot condemn Masonry on this
account ; for you will easily remember that a Judas may
creep in,"” even aniongst the smallest numbers; and in
general experience, we know that few indeed are even
the little circles of family compact, where all its mem-
bers are wise, where all are prudent, where all are truly
pious. But that it is the natural tuition of this school
which corrupteth its pupils, I scruple not, in this most
sacred place, most positively to deny. Nor will I ever
flinch from the most scrupulous examination, if fairly
called upon, to defend, before the king or the people, in
public or private, this assertion that I have just now

18 In an imaginary invasion sketch, which appeared in the public
about the time when this sermon was written, we find the folloeving sg'aim
passage, which made a great impression upon the public :—“ London
pillaged—the doors of private houses foreego—-mhen butchered in the
resence of their children—churches broke open and church plate plan-
Sered— ws and altars converted into stabling—four bishope m ,
who taken in Westminster Abbey—the screams of women
and children mix with the cries of the F soldiers, shouting vive la
republique /—St. Martin’s church converted into a dépdt for the property
acgnimd by pillage "
bat, rop bjechOf T Hieh bave Femm roletod. sgain, s aoin’s ovems
ut repeat o ions whi ve again again ; every
pew oppouent appropriating to himself the credit of the argument.




219 SERMON XL

made respecting the ?urity of the natural tuition of this
school, . e. a Masons’ lodge.”*

Has the citizen, in his national, in his neighbourly, or
in his domestic concerns, any religious obligation of
thought, word, or action, to fulfil, surely this obligation,
is enforced, is bound upon him, in his masonic en
ments, with tenfold energy, and with tenfold bonds.
Nor can Scripture language itself more clearly explain,
or more powerfully enforce, his various duties as a mem-
ber of universal society, than that of the masonic lecture.
It is, indeed, & co;gilation of scriptural instructive duty
to God, as the leading principle of all human actions,
and by which will naturally be biassed all our conduct
towards our fellow-creatures. Ourduty to God is, in every
Masons’ Lodge which is at all properly conducted, the
leading and ﬂrevailing trait of every part of masonic tui-
tion ; and where that is the case, surely you have every
reason to expect, in every degree, from the youngest
novitiate to the oldest member, these truly useful and
truly ornaméntal characters—the faithful citizen, the good
neighbour the virtuous husband, the tender father, and
constant friend.”

First, the Mason, if properly impressed with the in-
structions of the masonic school, must be a faithful
citizen. I know, with some, this characteristic, which
we glory in, is in the present moment somewhat doubted;
and because we profess to have a secret in our Order,

5] would say with Bishop Watson, in his famous Apology :— It is
an easy matter to amuse ourselves and others with the pretended immo-
ralities of Masons, and with the ridiculous doctrines whicg’ they themselves
invent and father upon the Order; but a display of ingenuity or erudition
upon such subjects is much misplaced, since it excites almost in
person an unavoidable suspicion of the funtr of the source from whig
mch‘gllnted streams have been derived.” It will be obeerved, that in
the above passage I have substituted the word “ Masons,” for “ prelates.”

19 “The three great moral duties, to God, your neighbour, and yourself,”
says the old charge to an E. A. P., “ you are strictly to observe. To
Grod, by holding his name in awe and veneration, viewing him a8 the chief
good, imploring his aid in laudable pursuits, and sapplicating his protec-
tion on well-meant endeavours. To your neighbour, by always acting
mthe and considering him equally entitled with yourself to

ﬂnmofhwidmee,youmwmdernnwhhnthm
favours and friendly officee which, in a similar situation, would
::pecttomve&omhm Amymidcbymmuﬁn&%ﬁm

Providence, impairing your taes by irregularity, or i

profession by intemperance.” v you
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which none, uninitated, can be uainted with; and
because many who professed themselves Masons, have in
many places upon the Continent, put on Masonry as a
oloaz to co their political crimes, so I am not igno-
rant that we of this country, in this part of our character,
and in the present moment labour under a very unfavour-
able suspicion ; but if we examine this fairly, how unfair
is this dark suspicion ; for, first, surely every man of com-
mon sense must confess that secrecy can be no true or
determinate criterion of guilt ; for Jesus, the author of the
best, and, indeed, of the only true religion of the world,
admonished his followers to perform almost all their
duties in secrecy, and some of his own most wonderful
works of mercy and of {mwer were performed apart from
the public eye.® Yes, he sought the wilderness, the dis-
tant valley, and the private E&rden, to perform many of
his most gracious works, both of piety and of charity, of
reproof and of encouragement, of weeping and of rejoicing.
Secrecy, then, can be no true criterion of guilt, however
ly we experience that wickedness and treache

may, for the peculiar reasons of success or.impunity, see
the darker corners of the earth for the performance of
their evil deeds.®

A second cause of this unfair suspicion, I cannot also
but judge equslly futile with the former—that Judas

® The fourth point of feowship directa that it is the duty of a Mason

keep all secrets delivered to him as mchbyahrother,uhithfullyu

B o e o e}y e B b me

o e co ly in this mo

Itlsgonldbelikemevﬂﬁ:;yofm agsassin, who lurks in darkness to stab

unarmed, and least p: to meet a foe.

% The objection which has been inst Freemasonry on the
its secret , i8 scarcely gpf any serious refatation.

i

ta WOl
t has become threadbare, and is now used by envious and illiberal
minds. Its force is completely destroyed by the consideration that our
mysteries need not be covered with the veil of concealment to any worthy
man, because our lodges are open to all the ing. But the traditions
and esoteric doctrines of our Order are too valuable and too sacred to
be permitted to become the topic of conversation for every idler who may
desre to occupy his moments of leisure in speculations upon subjects
which require much previous study and pmpm-a:.t:iouto%ke the critio
an equitable judgment. Hence they are a rich

in the secret recesses of our 1 to be brought forth only
wbanm?ethq:uoniu wit# which b'::ihc:hit.ilon bmmpaniedﬁehn
insp t solemnif i lone should be ap-
proached. (Maekey':{nim 27{)
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covered his covetousness with the cloak of charity, and
afterwards betrayed his master with a kiss, could, I am
sure common charity must allow, be no censure upon the
love of John, the zeal of Peter, or the Fenevering faith-
fulness of all the rest of Christ’s disciples.

Further, and still more to the detection of fallacy.
Can, I would ask you, can the oomglicated villainy of a
foreign prince be any censure upon the complicated
ness of our national Geor%e? or, though almost all the
crowned heads of Europe have sacrificed their religion at
the shrine of infidelity, is that a substantial, is it a fair
reason, that our king, amidst all his exalted piety, should °
be styled an infidel or an hypocrite? Surelyno! Surely,
as rational beings, we pass no such unreasonable judg-
ments; and wherefore, then, though all the Masons upon
the Continent, with all their leaders, their princes, their
nobles, and their illuminati, were first infidels, and then
traitors,” shall that stain, indelible as it may yet remain
—shall that stain sully the character of the English
Mason, whether noble or common? or brand with i
that illustrious character who waves, with triumphant
glory, his royal hand over the Masonry of this country?
Surely, for Christian charity’s sake, we hope not ; nay, we
firmly believe far to the contrary. And as an advocate,
both zealous and determined—as an advocate for this
Order, from the strongest conviction of its excellency,
both in politics and in patriotism, I scruple not to chal-
lenge our bitterest reviler to fix upon one single Mason
who dare affirm, that in any of our transactions, whether
public or private, there is a single trait, either sentimental
or practical, in all our masonic Order, which bears not

% The first lesson ht to a candidate in the k of INuminism
was this :— Men origi led @ patriarchal life, in which every father
ofsfamilymthesoﬁlordof ulllguseandhmgroperty,zhleﬂ‘:
himself poesessed general freedom equality. Subsequen
became corrupted, and were oppressed, and suffered unspeakable Znsuy
To recover themselves, and to procure full liberty and equality, man must
dispense with all political sapports, and particularly with rulers. This
can be done in no other way but by secret associations, which will, by
and in silence, possess themselves of the government of the states,
m.k’tlll;ro{ngm meanBsftzasthis_ .whic:\mtlheyicked use for
attaining ends. By the wicked, princes are parti-
wlnlymnt,whosehnndswemmtﬁeupb?mmo{tm:soohﬁm
that we may ultimately root them out aliogether.” 11!
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even the very enthusiasm of loyalty;® and whilst, from
long experience of every national, domestic, and re-
ligious b essing we enjoy, we cannot but adore our king
as our tender father, 80, also, doubting not the excellency
of his hereditary successor, as men we cannot but love
him as our prince, as Masons, we cannot but adore him
a8 our Grand Master.® Nor further, my friends do I fear
to challenge any accuser of the brethren to this additional
enquiry, i. e. that of counting over your national volun-
teer corps; and amongst them Masons innumerable you
shall find, in scarlet and in blue, with the sword and
with the bayonet, with the heart and with the fortune,
ready—yes, almost enthusiastically ready, to lay down
their lives for their king and for their ]prince, or their
country and for her laws.* A Masons’ lodge is a house
indeed of loyal patriotism; and firmly fixed upon the
seven pillars, it will, I doubt not, firmly stand the test of
every trial, whether of contest or of solicitation.®

# The doctrine of Freemasonry,” says Bro. Jieans, of Southampton, in
an address to the brethren, August 3, 1792, “embraces all the natural,
moral, and political obligations of society. It directs us to fulfil our duty
to our God, our king, our neighbours, and ourselves. It inculcates reve-
rence, resignation and gratitude to Him who made and preserves ns—
obedience and loyalty to him who in justice and clemency rules over us—
courtesy and amity to our neighbour—equity and compassion to all
mankind. Ittescgauatopitysndfo ive our enemies, to love and
reward our friends, to relieve the dist: , and cherish the neglected.”

# The Masons, at this eventful period, nsed everymennsatthmrdiirul
w?udhtethechargumadeaguinsttheom,thatitmavehi for
revoluti purposes. In an address from our Grand to the
Duke of Sudermania, signed by the Prince of Wales, as G Master,
in 1799, the following remarkable passage occurs :—“Let us proscribe
all those innovations which can enable either dangerous enthusiasts or
profligate conspirators to work in darkness, under the hallowed veil of
our institation; and let our labours, like those of our predecessors, be
characterized by our adoration of the Almighty, by our submission to the
government of our country, and by our love to our neighbour. These princi-
Pples will juatlli the protection which you receive from your august sover-
eign, and which we similarl enjoynnxer our inestimab ﬁtherandhn%’.'

» Thl:r;andi&aw is t,ra{.m his m admisls)ion into the Order, to °
exem in the discharge of his civil duties, by never proposing, or a
all oolt)mtenancing, any act that may have a tende:y:cy to subvert the
and good order of society; by paying due obedience to the laws o u:s
state which may for a time become place of his residence, or affo
him its protection ; and above all, by never losing sight of the allegiance
due to the sovereign of his native land; ever remembering that nature
has implanted in every man’s breast a sacred and indissoluble attachment
to that country from which he has derived his birth and infant nurture.

% It is an undoubted fact that this country was indehted for its safety,
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Again, to the excellencies of a patriotism, exceeded
by no society, there is taught also, in this house of wis-
dom, every neighbourly and domestic qualification that
can 7ive to human actions their proper and characteristic
excellency, or that can at once render her pupils useful
and ornamental members of society.® Christian love,
and philanthropic benevolence, are amongst the most
prominent features of our Order; and whoever of our
members act not, as far as understanding and ability will
allow, according to these sentiments, his profession is an
empty name; he may, indeed, go in and out amongst us,
but he cannot be of us, for if he had been really and sen-
timentally of us, he never could have departed from us in
action. {ndeed, the Christian description of morality
and domesticism, is the only true description of masonic
morality and of masonic domesticism ; for just as that
describes what every man ought to be, so the masonic
lecture forms and models her every docile pupil. And
whoever enters into that house, which this day Wisdom
may be said to have newly built in this neighbourhood,
though he enters rough as the unpolished ashlar, newly
hewn out of the quarry; yet, if he is docile and zealous,
soon, by the curious art of the Master Masone and their
Fellowcrafts, will all this native roughness begin to
vanish, and the polish of the most kind urbanity, and of
the most refined humanity, will quickly appear in its stead,
and show forth itself with all the graces of a meek and

in a t measure, to the volunteer system, although Mr. W

;l;::m y oppoeed it in t‘:le House, ing that heoo:n:idered it om the
“as a t, though remote, source of danger to the country ; he was
afraid of itg:san armed d . He maintained that t.ht?voluntea'

corps were not only undisciplined, but were characterized by a total
incapacity for discipline; they never could be capable of that discipline
to make them useful ; it was as impossible as to make a silk

purse of & sow's ear! He entered his protest against the system, con-
vinced that it neither was, nor could come to, " (Morning Herald,
Dec. 13, 1803.)

¥ It is somewhat strange that the heathen philosophers should have
entertained oorrespondi% ideas of the perfection of wisdom. “The
gﬂa," they said, “ granted us a guide to conduct us through these uncer-
in paths. This guide is wisdom, which is the greatest as igno-
rance is the greatest evil. Wisdom is enlightened reason, which, divesting
the objects of our hopes and fears of their false colours, shows them to us
such as they are in themselves, fixes our unsettled judgmeuts, and deter-
mineu"itll ontlzow_itl_l,b the sole force of evidence.” (Amé]hu-da,vol.iii.p.ﬁ%
suthorities.
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quiet apirit.* Hence, if the initiate truly and effectual-
ly receives the instructions of our secret royal art, you
will find him readily and constantly practising all those
duties which are ever esteemed the best ornaments of
human society, the strongest proofs of Christianity ; and
by which alone we can either perform any part of the
divine will, or be useful in society one to the other.®
Yes, in this Order, my friends, is found—wherever its
members are truly what they profess to be—in this
Order is found, in all their best excellencies, those grand
characteristics of human glory—the husband, the father,
the brother, and the friend.

First the husband ; in this assertion I shall at first seem
a little paradoxical to the female part of my hearers, for
I am very unpleasantly acquainted, that they are some-
what restrained in in their approbation of our Order;®
because they mistakingly imagine, that that secres
which we pretend to, may have a tendency to hold bac
that universal communication, which is so much the bond
and felicity of the matrimonial state ;* but let my fair
auditors believe me, that the laws of Masonry command
us to withhold nothing from them which can possibly add
anything in the least degree to their felicity ; and that,
thatsecrecy which we pretend to, and with which they are,
I believe, sometimes not a little angry, is more & bond of
union amongst ourselves, than it is any key of depriva-

* Without a quiet sii:sit Masonry will be useless. It is to/infuse such
.mu% Masoury has been established, and this is truly the spirit of
s

% Amongst other duties, he is taught to practise universal beneficence ;
to be Mhﬂll%e bllimmi.!hmull dt'eet to th:h lame ; rtthhat whenevder, in his pro-
gress ife, ould meet with a wo man, an icular]
a brother, in a state of distress, he should feel lny;nself bonnmsmﬁx
forth the right hand of fellowship, to comfort, succour and protect him.

® They ought not to be so; for they are our earliest best instrac-
tors. Evenmﬁobison could say: “ While mothers in the respectable sta-
tions of life continue to inculcate on the tender minds of their sons a vene-
ration for the precepts of religion, their pliant children, receiving their
instructions donge;nh affectionate caresses, impressions which are
sure to protect them from the impulses of youthful passions, till ripening
years have fitted their minds for listening to serious instruction from
their public teachers.”

8 «'Who make the best teachers?” asks an American writer. And he
answers : “ virtuous and strong-minded mothers, addicted to domesticity,
and the manufacture of dumplings.” There is more truth than poetry n
this, if philosophy could find it out.

15
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tion to them, of all, or indeed of any, of those thoughts
and affections of our souls, by which the heart of every
Mason is united to that of his better self, his beloved
wife.® And thisI am bold to declare, that if ever Ma-
sonry was made the channel of any husband giving one
unquiet moment to his wife, that man is, by this his un-
natural conduct, the very disgrace of Masonry, the most
vile accuser of the brethren, and an horrid blasphemer of
all good and of all holy things. Yes, my female hearers,
for whose felicity I will be always most anxious, the

ood Mason must be the good husband ; and what, per-

aps, will be still more pleasing to the tender hearts of
my present female friends, he must be also a good
parent.® Yes, so far from Masonry possessing anything
which may tend to estrange us from these our best affec-
tions, the wife of our bosom, or the offspring of our per-
sons, that in every masonic engagement, nay, even in our
most gious labours, we are strictly charged to yield and
surrender our whole souls to that charity and love, that
effection and duty, which nature gives. Yes, which
nature gives to the wife, and also to the child. These
dearest and undivided objects of our affection, firmly
bound up by every string of the heart,* and as well pro-
vided for as our best exertions, both of body and mind,
will admit of; then, with whatever remains, whether of
the affections of the soul, or of the remnants of proper-
ty and fortune, we hope we have no selfish passion, no

rovelling or covetous desires. No, Masonry, in all her
Fessons, rbids the smallest indulgence of any of these

% 80 far from Masonry being productive of an unkindly feeling
between husband and wife, it encour%m domesumuietnes, and recom-
mends its members to be good husbands, fathers, friends.

2 The exclusion of females is not peculiar to Freemasonry, or to the in-
stitutions of any age or country. Amongst the heathens, females were
not admitted to some of their sacred rites and ceremonies. As to the
Jews, the males only were concerned in many things both of a civil and
sacred nature. No female might be admitted to an inheritance with
a male ; they had no share in the civil government, or in the priesthood ;
males were to appear three times a year before the Lord ; but, according
to their oral law, women and servants were exempted. The male Jews
valued themselves very much because they were Israelites and not Gen-
tiles ; men and not women ; free men and not servants. (Burder's Orien-
tal Customs, vol. ii., p. 371.) .

% Here nature displays iteelf in such striking colours that all mankind
must admit its truth. )
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sordid affections ; and the heart of every good Mason is,
by the same spirit of benevolence and love, by which it
diffuses happiness at home, equally expanded, though in
lesser, because in more numerous streams, to diffuse ha
piness abroad. First to our brethren, and then to all the
world. For the child in distress, the Mason’s bosom has
always an open corner; where, like his dignified Master,
the Saviour of the world, he frequently carries the
lambs of the flock. For virtuous sorrow, the Mason’s
eye has always at least the pitying tear; and he thus
truly enjoys the luxury of a tear, in weeping with those
who weep.”®

To instruct the ignorant and defend the female orphan,
‘we have not only our own peculiar asylum, but we have
also our mite, wherever these pious institutions may at
any time seek our additional or extraordinary aid. To
wipe away the widow’s tear, and heal the rankled bosom
of distress, masonic pity and masonic benevolence hold
out in the hand of charity, the richest cordial of comfort,
sincere endeavour, the softest balm of commiseration,
zealous exertion.® The fleece of his flock is always ready
to make garments for the naked and the uncovered, the
wheat of his floor is always ready to be threshed for the
. hungry, his cruise of oil and his barrel of meal never
cease to be divided, till they fail in their produce; and -
wherever any distress may be found to be beyond the
limits of his ability and fortune, though grieved he has
no more to give, he gives his hearty wish, he breathes

% S8ee “@riindliche Nachricht von Orden der Freimaurer ; Frankfort,
1768.” “L’Etoile Flamboyante, ou la Société des Francmagons, con-
giderée sous tous les aspects ; Frankfort, 1766.” See also, “ De Plichten,
‘Wetten, of ‘:?enmne, Regelen der Vrye Metzelaren ; Haag, 1778.” It
sometimes unfortunately happens that the brethren do not always act
agreeably to the above principles. See Preston’s “ State of Facts, 1778,”
especially from p. 82 to the end; and atthe%resent day, & phlet
with the signiﬂca.nt motto from Shakespeare, « t time 18 it? Time to
be honest.’

% « Pure religion and undefiled before God and the Father is this : to
vigit the fatherless and widows in their affliction, and to keep himself
unspotted from the world.” (James i., 27.) “ Now the end of the com-
mandment is charity out of a me heart, and a good conscience, and faith
unfeiined." (1 Tim. i, 5.) “For the of God that bringeth salve-
tion, hath apra:ed. unto all men ; ing us that denying ungodliness
and worldly lusts, we should live soberly, righteously, and godly in this
present world.” (Titus ii.,, 11.)
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his anxious sigh, he prays his fervent prayer; these, my
beloved hearers, these are the lessons which are taught
in the house which, when Masonry employs the archi-
tect, wisdom buildeth; the fear of God, the honour of
the king, the love of the brotherhood, and good will to
all mankind.”

Now to the members of this newly constituted lodge
in this neighbourhood, I address myself with the most
serious concern, and with all the anxiety of the most
affectionate brotherly love. I charge you before God,
and under the authority of our highfy worthy Proyjncial
Grand Master, I most seriously charge you before God,
that you make manifest proof to all around you, that
wisdom and goodness, not folly and vice, hath here in-
deed built her house, in the consecration of the Jacob’s
Lodge ; and indeed may all those same blessings of the
Grand Architect of universal nature rest upon you, which
rested upon that holy patriarch, after whose name, as a
body, ye are called ; yes, with a numerous progeny of
holy brethren, may he bless you; and with corn, and
wine, and oil, may he continually sustain them, and their
families, and their households. Let the piety of that
holy patriarch, after whom you have so religiously
chosen tq be named, be always the standard of all your

- actions; let his confidence in his God, in all his tribu-

lations, be the standard and pattern of all ({our religious
exercises ; and may the same God descend by the three
grand rounds of the holy patriarch Jacob’s ladder, faith,
ope, and charity,® and give you all that lively trust
and confidence in your holy patron’s God, which guided
all the future conduct of the truly pious Jacob.®
To the rest of you my brethren, as also to the whole
of this congregation, I give my best thanks for your ve
amiable and pious attention to these my zealous, thoug

¥ Masonry embraces all mankind in & bond of universal brotherhood.
If & Mason be in distress, we assist him, without enquiring into his reli-
ious faith, his education, or his country. It is enough for us to know
he is & brother and in want.

* For a full explanation of these masonic virtues, the reader is reforred
to & small volume of Pulpit Addresses by the Editor, called “Jacob's
Ladder,” lately ﬂldblished by Bro. Spencer.
. ® His celebrated dream and conference with the Almighty, are depicted
in a Masons’ Jodge by a series of permanent symbole.
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very humble endeavours, of cautioning the brethren uni-
versally, not in any instance to let their good be evil
spoken of; or from any cause, to suffer strangers to con-

emn, untried, this our institution, which I assure you
is ancient as the universe, pure as the Maker of that
universe, and beloved, 1 may truly say, by all, both high
and low, rich and poor, who have made trial of its ex-
cellencies.

PRAYER.

Almighty Father of Mercies! God of all grace and
truth ! source of all true wisdom! Bless, we pray thee,
with the light of thy truth, and the sanction of thine all-
glorious presence, this assembly of thy people, now pros-
trate before thee ; lift upon us the light .of thy counte-
nance, and save us with an everlasting salvation. May
the present assembling ourselves together meet with
such a portion of thine approbation, that we may all be
truly benefited, and thy name everlastiogly glorified.
As members of our particular society, may we be all
united in the true bonds of brotherly love, und may the
true fear of God so influence every bond of our sacred
union, that our masonic principles may bear the true in-
signia of all Christian perfection. Let thy holy blessing,
most gracious Jehovah, rest upon the peculiar engage-
ments of this day; and as we have both publicly and
privately most earnestly invoked the sanction of thy

er, thy wisdom, and thy holiness, upon the house
this day consecrated ta thy glory, so we now conclude
with earnestly beseeching thee, to give to us that bless-
ing which no one can revoke, and that sanction which
no one can disannul.

May the members of this lodge, upon which we at this
time peculiarly implore thy blessing, each of them enjoy
and participate those rich blessings, which the richness
of thy invariable promise bestowed upon that holy patri-
arch, after whom they are most religiously named. May
their teachers be enabled to cultivate in the minds of the
present members, and in the hearts of all future novitiates,
those three grand principles of the Christian religion,
which are in the masonic symbols always acknowledged
as the three grand rounds of that conveyance of the
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descent of the Spirit of God upon that holy patriarch.
Yes, gracious Father, may all these people have that
faith, which is the substance of things hoped for ; the
evidence of things not seen. May they possess that sure
hope and confidence, in all the future realities of eternity,
that shall at all times cast a pleasant insignificancy upon
all temporal felicities, trials, and distresses. And may
they all possess that true Christian masonic charity, that
shall give them in their hearts and in their bosoms, all
the true and unabating felicity of the love of God; and
produce in their actions, all the true and substantial
effects of an unadulterated love of their fellow-creatures.
And above all, may it be truly found, that as in every
masonic bosom, there always remaineth faith, hope, and
charity, that in the life of every brother, the greatest of
these, according to the apostolical picture, the greatest
of these is charity. To the true effect of this great, this
truly Christian purpose, rest thou, Almighty Jacob’s
Father, upon this masonic assembly now before thee ;
and with all the energetic powers of thy divine and hea-
venly influence, generate in every soul, those holy prin-
ciples of divine and heavenly charity, that shall influence
the hand, the heart, and the conduct, superior to every
human prejudice ; and we, one and all, Christians and
masonic Christians, be brethren. Make us useful mem-
bers of society ; preserve us from the religious and the
%o]itical defections of the age in which we live ; fearing

od truly, may we honour the king loyally; and may
this masonic petition be fully answered, ¢ that God would
bless the king, and give righteousness to the king’s son.”
May the enemies of our country, whether within or with-
out, be overturned in all their most violent attempts ;
subverted in all their most private schemes ; and at last
converted to their own true interests, namely, the love
of all those things, which give honour to God, safety to
his anointed, and peace to the world at large.

Gracious Father! we lpm for all mankind ; that thou
wouldest send thy gospel of peace into every corner of
the world, and its holy influence into every corner of
ever{ human heart. Bring together the Jew, the Turk,
the Infidel ; and let all join, not only the professed, but
the really converted Christian ; that we may now see
the beginning of that happy day, when thy true and



THE MASON'S LODGE. 298

saving knowledge shall fill the earth, as the waters do the
channels of the sea. Yes, holy Father! give us a small
taste of that prospect, when all intelligent nature shall
begin to participate that universal restitution, which
shall bend the revolting universe to nature’s God; and
thou, who really art so, begin to be acknowledged;
truly the all in all. Great God! dismiss us now with
thy holy, thy benevolent blessing; in the name and
through the merits of that same Jesus, to whom with
thee, and the Holy Spirit, we ascribe as unto one God,
eternal and everlasting praises. .Amen and Amen.

HYMNS,

and the the Constitwts the
e o o o e T o

WRITTEN BY BRO. MATTHEW GARLAND, P. G. O.

BEFORE THE PRAYER FOR THE KING.

L

O thon, whose dread Almighty hand,
Laid the foundations of thet’world;

‘Whose power no creature can withstand,
‘Whose vengeance on thy foes is hurl'd.

m.

Thou, who with majesty divine,

Hast clothed the heevens with radisot light ;

Ordam'd the sun by day to shne,

And form'd the moon to rule the night.
m.

To thee our songs of praise we bring,

W s et
i o crown our
mmmﬂm.ﬁm ’

Iv.

8o shall the wand’ring nations own, \

All victory from thee is given ;
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BEFORE SERMON.

‘Wheu David's son with wondm skill,
A tem] dld

Israel wi ooumdldﬁll
And God was honour’d there.

II.

Oelestial nys of glorious light*
The ‘contain’

mm%enee day and night.

O may thy presence, gracious Lord,
In%nr!agunblybe

En’ll:'ﬂwnuwknowthywouﬂ,
t we may honour thee.

Iv.

Andwhentheﬂmltnmpahllnmd.
the world of sin ;
WI oonrtsmqywebebund.
y shut in:

AFTER SERMON.
l

Laud him tohosi: t;?ms;bﬁght,
'l‘hmgh’:;lt the starry sky.

*1 Kings vill. 10,12, 3 Chron. vil. L, %
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THE MASONIC JEWELS.

PREACHED AT MAIDSTONE, JUNE 27, 1799, AT T§E annt!

VERSARY PROVINCIAL GRAND LODGE FOR THE COUNTY
OF KENT.

4 And they shall be mine, saith the Lord of Hosts, in that day when I make
upmzﬁmw’l;s,andIm’ll spare them as a man spareth his own Son that

MavacHI il 17,

Tuzre is perfect beauty in all the works of God.
When he hafﬁnished creation, his own eye, which is
always infinitely perfect in discernment, and ever unsul-
lied in.judgment, pronounced that all was very good. In
his providence, such is the excellency of his guidance,
and the universality of his care—his knowledge, and his
protection,—that a sparrow falleth not to the ground
without his permission ; and the very hairs on our heads
are all numbered. In the work of redemption, that
superior—if any one work of God can have any peculiar
superiority over another—that superior effort of his inhe-
renimo?ness, shines with a lustre which is worthily
adored by angels, which is inexpressible in all the most
powerful efforts of human language, and which eternity,
past, present, and to come, is alone long enough fully to
explain. In his present and in his future judgment, and
in all the effects of that judgment, whether present or
future, which, with respect to our present or our eter-
nity of existence, may be termed his final work—there
is an equal beauty as in all his former. He always does
and he always will, with infinite wisdom, with the
strictest justice, and with the most unspotted righteous-
ness, discern between the righteous and the wicked;
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between him who serveth him, and him who serveth
him not ; between him who entereth into, with a desire
to perform, the sentiments of divine determination, and
him who ruoneth counter to the counsels and wisdom
of divine and irreproachable judiment. Yes, the former,
i. e. the righteous, when he maketh up his jewels,' will
immediate%y enjoy that glorious selection of being his.
The latter, . e. the wicked, will require and therefore
must endure all the severity of the refiner's fire. The
former, i. e. those who enter into with a desire to per-
form the sentiments of divine determination, will, not-
withstanding all the exertions of their enemies to the
contrary, be immediatly spared, even with all that affec-
tionate pity with which a father eth his own son
that serveth him, from all severity of suffering and endu-
rance, both of present and of future pupishment.? The
latter, :. e. those who run counter to the counsels and
wisdom of divine and irreproachable judgment, will
require and consequently must endure that strict and
righteous chastisement and correction which is ne

for the restoration and renewal of that perfect order and
that perfect beauty of that system of universal glory,
purity, and felicity, for which universal nature was
intended in its first creation—for which it is, in provi-
dence, hourly supported—for which the God of pature,
in the person and character of Jesus Christ, endured the
cradle, the cross, and the grave’—and for which all the

! In Masoory the jewels are implements of architecture, and are of two
kinds, the one moveable, and the other immoveable ; and they are termed
Jewels because they have a moral tendency which renders them jewels of
inestimable value.

3 For the woomrlishmt of this happy consummation the German
Masons used formerly to address a newly initiated candidate thus: “0
thou, whom we have initiated in the doctrines of wisdom, son of virtue
andﬁiendsw,listentou,mdopen thine heart to the serious precepts
of truth. 'We will show thee the path to happiness of life,—the way in
which thou mayest please thy Creator ; how thou mayest employ with
benign success, for the benefit of mankind, all the means which Provi-
dence has entrusted thee with, and thus procure thyself the sacred ples-
sures of benevolence!” And then the proceeded to explain all
the relative and social duties which it behoved him to practise.

3The masonic lectures which were in use when oar Bro. Inwood
greached the above sermons, referred the number five, in the Fellowcrafts’

egree, to the birth, life, death, resurrection, and ascension of our blessed
Baviour, which were explained seriatim.




THE MASONIC JEWELS. 227

work both of present and future judgment, consistent
with the essential glory of the divine mind, is so emi-
nently calculated to produce.

To a serious consideration of this selection of distribu-
tive justice, in some degree in all the present, and fully
and finally in all the future determinations of divine judg-
ment,* our text eminently refers, upon every occasion—
whether public, as in the present instance, or private, as
in our general sphere of action—the Christian preacher
and the Christian hearer; and that also in every cha-
racter he sustains, whether as the offapring of his Creator
or the eompanion of his associates in the world. And how
far the words which I have now delivered, as the motto of
my present address, may be made af)plicable toour present
meeting,’® I feel no hesitation in leaving to the candour
of that part of my audience for whom I am in the present
moment particularly engaged, and whose affectionate
partiality I have, upon so many prior occasions, so very
universally and, however unworthily, so garticularly en-
joyed. And that it can by any means be irrelevant to
the experience and sentiments of the other part of my
present hearers, my fears are wholly banished by their
very respectable appearance, and by their very Chris-
tian-like behaviour.

The judgment of God then, I proceed to observe, both
in its present and future determinations, produces this
selection of distributive justice; i. e. that it distinguishes
between the righteous and the wicked; between him
who serveth God and him who serveth him not. The
former, :. e. the righteous and him who serveth God, as
our text particularly expresseth, it spareth in the present
from all severity of judgment, and it rewardeth in the
future with that high, that inexpressible, and that distin-
fuishing badge of glory and honour and felicity, which,

suppose, cannot fail of being fully understood in that
elegant and expressive term of being his, when he maketh
up the jewels of his kingdom.*

$ It was mﬂpg:d, both by Jews and Christians, that this judg-
ment would take place in the Valley of Jehoshaphat, near Jerusalem ;
and it was, therefore, introduced into the lectures of .

¢ This was, I am inclined to think, the last masonic sermon our worthy
brother ever preached.

¢ The doctrine of rewards and punishments is peculiar to Christianity ;
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Our subject, then, divideth itself into two parts. First,
by way of instruction, the description of a character.
Secondly, by way of encouragement to the obtainment
of that character, its present preservation and its future
rewards; which we will endeavour pratically to improve
as we proceed by a faithful application to both the distin-
guishing of the present congregation, namely, those
who are Masons and those who are not Masons.?

First, the character. This character, which by way
of instruction I would endeavour at this time to exhibit
to your attention, is depicted both in the verse preced-
ing our text and in that which follows it, and is described
with those peculiar appellations, which are always, or
at least very generally, used as expressing a character
of the highest worth—of the most universal excellency.
If you only say, as in the verse preceding our text, *he
[feareth God and thinketh upon his Name,”” you must acknow-
ledge, for I am sure conscience will acknowledge, that todo
this habitually, he must be universally a good man; and
that for this simple reason, the habitual fear of God will
ever be an habitual antidote to all evil and to all sin.
But again, if you say, as in the verse following our text:
“ he ts righteous and serveth God,” it is the very same both
in nature and in degree; he is a good man and &
Christian, and if he be a Mason he 1s also a good Mason.*

and the resurrection of the body is symbolized in the third degree of

as;gh&giﬁmkmthﬂymh%memh:icwWit
preacher an rtanity of applying his subject to

8 The morality of Mgl?l:yisth%mop'tyof(}hristianity. And how
was it introduced into the worldi? Why by divine inspiration. Ite
aathor, in external appearance, was a Jewish peasant, the son of a car-
penter, living with his father and mother in a remote province in Pales-
tine, until the time that he produced himself in his public character. He
h-dnomastertoinsmctor&mmpthim;hehdmdnoboohbutﬂn
worksofMosuandthem ts; he had visited no polished cities ; he
had received no lessons Socrates or Plato—nothing to form in him
a taste or ju t different from that of the rest of his countrymen, and
of persons of the same rank of life with himself. ~Supposing it to be true,
which it is not, that all his points of morality might be picked out of
Greek and Roman writings, they were writings which he had never seen.
Supposing them to be no more than what some or other had taught in
various times and lwea.heognldmtcollectth_em%. Who were

in
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The first, the most prevalent trait in his character is,
then, this—he fea.retE and he serveth God. Now this
Eart of my subject I would thus introduce: his service of

is God is eminently descriptive of the nature of his fear
of God; for, my friends, I am well persuaded that there
is a fear of God, which may be instilled into the minds of
men, and which indeed many, I am sorry to observe,
without any reflection upon any of my present audience,
of my profession endeavour to instil; and against which
I shall ever think it one of my first duties in the Chris-
tian ministry to enter a positive caveat. There is a fear
of God which will never, I am well persuaded, produce
any service truly acceptable to him. For instance, to
fear him as an austere sovereign, difficult to please and
captious in his choice of service; to fear him as a cruel
tyrant, little noticing and seldom deigning to accept even
the most humiliating services of his creatures; to fear
him as a hard and churlish Master, ever anxious to reap
where he has not sowed, ever covetous to gather where
he has not strewed—is a fear more.becoming the sojourn-
ing Israelites in the land of Egypt before their unrighte-
ous taskmasters—is a fear more becoming the trembling
slaves of a Nero's arbitrary sceptre—or, indeed, is a fear
more becoming the more modern mockery of the ¢ liberty
and equality” of the trembling slaves of a French Direc-
tory® But to fear God, as he ought to be feared, and
which alone can produce that service with which he can
poseibly be pleased, is, if we may compare the high

morality, as unpromising as himself. Suppose the mission to be real, all
this is accounted for; but without reality, it is very difficult to exslnin
bow such a ?tem should proceed from such persons. (See Paley’s
Evidences of Christianity, part ii., c. 2.)

* The following lines were written on a blank leaf of a copy of the His-
tory of the French Revolution, during the late struggle for freedom in
Switserland, by a friend and brother :—

}l hate m&ck &eedom‘;ll:uﬂo noise,
er canting, philan ic voioe,
Those o:goodile eﬂ'usicl))nn,
Practis’d upon the rights of man

While hoammw-hdl beat, and tears shall flow,
For public wrong and private woe,
© weep those savage crimes.
e S
v
 venguence grep
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things of the spirit with the things natural to our present
experience, and in any degree equivalent to our present
knowledge, is to fear him as an affectionate child r

the paternal authority, however firm, of his tender and
indulgent father—is to fear him as the faithful servant
regards the kind, however persevering, authority of his
kind and benevolent master—is to fear him as the sub-
ject of a free and well-regulated government regards the
authority of him who is indeed his sugreme yet fatherly
governor.® Now, from a fear like this, may iustly be
expected a service honourable and beneficial to the
served, and pleasing and easy to the tlE»erformer of the
service. As a child, he listens with the most anxious
attention, and obeys with the most willing alacrity;
every command bears to him the voice of love, and all obe-
dience is the act of affection. And, further, he who thus
fears God will anticipate all, the very extremity of com-
mand, rather than procrastinate even the lenity of request;
indeed, his request will be that of Samuel in t{e vision of
the night—¢ speak Lord, for thy servant heareth;” or with
the aswnished'l Paul in his journey to Damascus—Lord,
what wilt thou have me to do?” He who thus feareth God
will never wait, like the slothful servant, to know what
part of the command he may avoid with impunity; but
18 rather anxious for the increase of the command, that
he may prove the reality of his affection, by the zeal and
activity of his obedience. These, and only these, are
the valuable sacrifices of the law, and of that obedience
to the command, with which God is well pleased. It is
from love alone we can ever fully complete the tables
of the covenant, or ever justly fulfil the standard of
divine obedience. In vain is every oblation of the new
moon, or even of the holy sabbath itself, upon any other

10 In & German masonic address, the following passage occurs: “ Pray
to God for the preservation of kings, and exert all thy powers in favour
of thy country. Should’st thon ever neglect this sacred duty—should
thy heart not beat with joy at the dear names of thy country and prince
—every Mason would turn thee away as a disturber of public tranquillity
and order, and an outcast that does not deserve to partake of the prero-
sative of a society that has particular claims upon the esteem and confi-

ence of the sovereign power; because, animated with patriotiem and

zeal to form the best citizens, she makes it an invariable law for her

al‘lepi]s to fulfi] all civil duties in the most distinguished manner, and from
purest motives.”
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principle. No! love alone, says Jesus, is the fulfilling
of the law."

Listen, my friends, but a single moment, to the pleas-
ing voice of natural affection ; attend, my beloved hearers,
in any single instance to the commands of disinterested
friendship; and these alone, according to their degree,
are the true standards for any measurement of that divine
and religious obedience, which proceeds from the true
fear of God. With this love the majesty of heaven sits
high enthroned in all his creatures’ bosoms. With this
love, the sceptre of the Almighty easily bears its sovereign
sway over every affection of his creatures’ hearts; and
with this love, the human soul soars above all human
distinctions, and all human impediments, and flies npon
the wings of obedience, to rest for ever upon the security
of divine approbation.

But again, the truly righteous not only fulfils, in a very
superior degree, the first part of his character in the fear
and service of his God, but he is righteous in his character,
in the moral sense of the word, and serveth his fellow-
creature, from that same ﬁodlike principle of all godlike
actions, namely, love® Now this is the grand criterion
of all human judgment, respecting the character of our
fellow-creature.  For, my friends, the intercourse of the
human soul with its Creator, in the exercise of love, or
fear, or any of the consequent fruits of these, 1. e. prayer,
Braise, adoration, and the like; this intercourse, no one

ut the spirit of the man himself can possibly so clearly
discriminate as in any sense properly to pass either praise
or censure. No! my friends, it is secret all, betwixt me

! And in this divine spirit of love, St. John adds :—* If any man see
his brother sin a sin which is not unto death, he shall ask, he shall
give him life for them that sin not unto death.” (1 John, v. 16.)

18 The best description of the operation of charity or brotherly love
that ever was written, or that ever will be written, is contained in 1 Cor.
xiii., which I would recommend every brother to read with attention,
and to meditate upon it with seriousness.

13 Tt is the excellence of the nasonic system, that it ennobles, retﬁlam,
and directs brotherly love to proper objects, and moderates it within due
bounds. Finding this principle in the human mind, it does not banish,
but enco it; does not ress, but exalt it; does not abate, but
promote it! Itis conducted, by piety, to proper objects, is animated with
the noblest expectations, and is trained up for perpetual exercise in &
world where it shall be perfectly purified, perfectly extended, and per-
fectly rewarded. The same thing has been said of Christianity.
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and my God; you know it not. It is secret all, betwixt
you and your God; I know it.not. This intercourse is
spirit with spirit; and the bodily eye, or the bodily ear,
are strangers, total strangers to all the operations of the
spirit of a man with his Creator, or the spirit of the Lord
with his creature man.* However, notwithstanding this
reciprocal secrecy of intercourse between God and man,
there is a clue by which, with fair judgment, the criticism
of just reason, and the aids of inspiration, there is a clue
by which we are authorized, in some measure, to judge
both of the nature, of the degree, and of the sincerity,
reality, and utility of this intercourse. The argument of
scripture, which we may always very justly style the
truest criticism of all just reason, stands thus: *Ae that
loveth God, will love his brother also;” and again, * ke that
loveth him that begat, loveth him also who is begotten of him.”
And this same principle of love, which produceth in
the conduct of the true Christian towards God our
religious reverence and our spiritual service,”® must
naturally produce in the conduct of the good man,
the beuevolent regard, the fraternal affection, and the
tender and faithful services of man to man. When our
Saviour, therefore, for his glory, saith, “if ye love me,
keep my commandments ;" man says to man, and divine
reasoning every where authorizes this similarity of re-
quest ; if you love me, evidence that love in your practice.
It is practice only that can ever fully or substantially
prove the truth or the reality of any sentiment, therefore
we thus go on to argue and advise. Is man, under divine
authority, your ruler and governor ! render obedience to
him, according to the measure of his authority ; thus
saith scripture: ¢ honour to whom honour, fear to whom
fm.”u

4 And therefore, as we find the doctrine laid down in Taylor's Calmet,
disﬁﬁ:gnjshing or discerning of spirits was a gift of God, which consisted
in finding out whether a man were really inspired by the spirit of God,
or was a false prophet, an impostor who only followed the impulse of his
own spirit, or of Satan ; and, therefore, St. John exhorts the Christians
to try the spirits whether they were of God, because many false prophets
bad gone out into the world.

15 Divine love, which is the charity so much celebrated in Freemasonry,
produces every blooming virtue ; and as it ensures the approbation of
mag, is certain algo to be pleasing to God.

1 There is o virtue that is of much greater importance to the weifare
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Again, is man, by the same distribution of divine judg-
ment, your friend, your companion, your equal? avoid
any assumption of this equality in your conduct, for fear
of the baneful poison of jealousy; as scripture also saith:
“and let each esteem others better than himself; be kindly
affectioned ome towards amother with brotherly love, in hon-
oggrq/‘eﬂing one another; be not high-minded, but fear, for
§ mlmh’ the humble, and giveth grace to the meek and

wiygain, also, is man, who is your fellow-creature ; whose
body is a composition from the same mass of earth, and
whose soul is breathed from the one and the same source,
from whence all life proceeds, and to which at least all
intelligent nature must return ; is this man, I say, by the
same ordination in the plan of Divine Providence, ap-
pointed little, and low, and illiterate, m«;r, and
afflicted, and oppressed, perhaps also di and de-
spised, cast out from the concourse of human observation,
is esteemed by many of his fellow-travellers in the world
the filth of the earth, and the offscouring of all things?
brother Mason! brother Christian! brethren all! I pro-
claim unto you, in the most public manner, and I call
upon you to lay this up in your minds, as a circumstance
that will be fully examined in that coming judgment,
in which the sinner will be punished, and the saint saved
with an everlasting salvation; yes, I proclaim to you
that this very character, indigent as he is, whether in
body or in mind, this very character is your brother; he
bas & demand upon your affection, he has an inherent

of man than justice; and whenever the character of a virtuous man is
described in Scripture, it is nsvally done by that one word, just, or
righteous. This 18 the expression which occurs with the greatest fre-
quency in the sacred pages, and is most familiar to the eye that is con-
versant with them.

7 This is but an exemplification of that beautiful in St. James,
where he says: “ My brethren, have not the faith of our Lord Jesus
Christ, with respect of persons. For if there come unto your assembly
& man with a gold ring, in goodly apparel, and there come in also a poor
man in vile raiment, and ye have t to him that weareth the gay
clothing, and say unto him, git thon here in & good place, and say to
the poor, stand thou there, or sit bere under my footstool—are Ke not
then ial in yourselves, and are become judges of evil thoughts?—
Hearken, my bef:ved brethren, hath not God chosen -the poor of this
world, rich In faith, and heirs of the kingdom which he hath promised to
them that love him.” (James ii. 1—5.)

16
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right to certain shares of your property; and if yon only
regard your superiors to bow down to them ; if you only
regard your equals to be sociable with them, and neg-
lect Kour inferiors, and relieve them not, you exercise
not the wisdom of religion ; nor can you ever enjoy the
conscientious rewards which she ever bestows upon her
disciplea of love. No! it is only this, 1. e. the exercise
of this love, that can complete the Christian, the masonic,
or, indeed, to any degree of excellency, the human cha-~
racter.” Self-interest, with a thousand other motives,
may challenge our attention to the rich and the honour-
able; our own comforts, as linked with theirs, may call
forth our attention to our equals; pride, and conscience,
and self-approbation, may, with a variety of other influ-
ences, draw our purse-strings to public charity; but for
the private exercise of true masonic benevolence, or of
Christian charity,” by which obscure distress is brought
to light, and secretly relieved; by which hidden modesty
is noticed and rewarded ; by which the secret tear of sor-
row is privately wiped from the cheek of undeserved
misery; and by which infantine affliction, or indigence,
is with the unseen hand of benevolence brought forth to
public enjoyment, and public utility ; these, and circum-
stances like these, can only arise from that true, that -
unsullied, that all perfect source of divine love, shed
abroad in the heart, which is the only source of all good,
and the only true influence of all good actions.® It is

W And yet there are those who still say, that Masonry is an useless
institation. Thus, an American writer, blindly op, *to the Order, has
been inveterate enough to say, “ Masonry is to the modern world what
the whore of Babylon was to the ancient. It is the beast with seven
heads and ten horns, ready to tear out our bowels, and scatter them to
the four winds of heaven.” (Allyn’s Ritual, Introd. x.) In answer to
this tirade, let the reader look at facts. Let him consider the real influ-
ence which Masoury possesses—Ilet him contemplate the various and
extended acts of henevolence which she has performed to the destitute
brethren, and he will be brought to light.

% Masonic charity is beautifully described in the following apposite

*Tis thine, fair Chﬂ?’ with lenient power,

To sooth distress. cheer the ?Ioomy hour;
To reconcile the dire embitter'd foe,

And bid the heart of with friendship glow ;
To smooth the ru paths of thorny lLife,
And still the voioce of dissonance and strife.

® 1t is this divive love which produces all our real happiness in
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this, and this -alone, completes the man ; it is this that
finishes the Christian character; it is this that is the true
rise of 'ever{ masonic degree ; and it is only this which is
the most illustrious jewel of the Master Mason.®

Finally, therefore, whether you are men, or Christians,
or Masons, this philanthropy is the only true, substan-
tial, or ornamental finish of the picture of that character,
which the Lord of Hosts saith, shall be his in the day
when he maketh up his jewels, and which in the present
instance he will spare, as a man spareth his own son
that serveth him. .

Hence ariseth our second proposed application of our
text, by way of encouragement, to obtain the already
described character, namely, their present preservation
and their future rewards. First, their present preser-
vation, which I understand as promised in these words,
s I will spare them as a man spareth his own son that: serveth
Aim.” This character thus promised to be preserved is
expressed as to its extent in numbers, in the most un-
limited and unconfined manner. First, individually,
every man, all over the world, may claim support from
this glorious promise of the Father of his spirits. In
every nation, says the Apostle, * ke who feareth God, and
worketh righteousness,” the very character I have been
describing, ‘s accepted of him.” Never, saith David,
the divine poet of Israel, ¢ never did I sce the righteous,
or his seed, unsuccessfully begging their bread.” No! where-
ever this character is to be found, there, we may depend
upon it, the arm of the Lord is stretched out to sup-
port, to spare, to protect, and to save. View the p?eu
of every history, whether sacred or civil, and you find
your Abrahams, your Isaacs, your Jacobs, and your
Josephs; your Moses, your Joshuas, and your Samuels ;
yes, these righteous individuals, wherever dispersed, or

this world, and the same principle will secure our felicity in the world

to come.
2t The jewel of the Master is a ;gnm, because as the is em-
ﬂlzyed by operative Masons to fit and adjust the stones of a building, so
t all the parts shall properly agree, so the Master of the lodge is
admonished by the symbolic meaning of the square apon his breast, to
preserve that moral deportment among the members, which should ever
characterize good Masons, so that no ill feeling or discussions msa
arise to impair the harmony of the meeting. ( uk':;gsr{exicon, p- 195.
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wherever distressed, you will find the arm of the Lord
ever near to disperse their enemies, to reward their
friends, and to spare and protect them from all excess
of suffering.

Again, In a national sense, it is only righteousness
can save a nation ; for sin, says Solomon, is the destruc-
tion of any people. It is this standard of the British
nation, i. e. the standard of rigltltepusness, that to the
present moment lifte her head above all her enemies, and
exalts her so highly in the annals of all European fame,
that, like Zion of old, her foundations are immoveable,
and her pillars are unshaken.®? And though, like all
human establishments, she has her sins, her corruptions,
and her imperfections. And though, like all buman
bodies, she has many dissffected and unrighteous mem-
bers, yet, within her boundaries, every degree of irreli-
gion is still, dlessed be God, a popular opprobrium. And
though, to our shame we must confess, there is much
debauchery, much infidelity, and much of all kinds of
wickedness, committed within our nation,® yet com-

are her with those nations that surround her on the
Continent, and compare her to one in particular, i. e
France, and sure she may be called, even a righteeus
nation* She murders not her kings, her queens, her

% Zion was the name of one of the mountains on which the city of
Jerusalem was built, and on which the citadel of the Jebusites
when David took possession of it, and transferred his court thither from
Hebron, whence it is frequently called the city of David, and the holy
i o e D el o el

y, and another was ing ough,
::zxpch circumstance we have a remarkable instance of the of
prophecy.—*“ Therefore shall Zion for your sakes be ploughed as a field
and Jerusalem shall become heaps.” (Mie. iii. 12.)

® Another eloquent divine of our church is stil more plain on this
sabject, of which Masonry is altogether undefiled. He says :—“How
many amot:fnt us who cordially detest the political prindglm of Paine,
unfortunately agree with him in his ‘Age of Reason ¥’ there are
penwho, ing to pull down our venerable constitution, and erect on
its rains the bloody standard of French liberzi have recurred to infidelity
as one of the engines, is clear ; since it i8 well known with what indefa-
tigable industry, the very worst species of it has been diffused among the
people in the circalation of that work, which was sold and dispersed
through the provinces in extremely cheap editions.”

% According to Monsieur Bossuet, there were about thirty thousand
persons murdered in the massacre of St. Bartholomew. There has been
move than that number murdered in the single city of Lyons and its
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prinoes, or her nobles ; she defiles not the sanctuaries of
the living God; she neither murders nor banishes the
priests of the temples of the Lord of Hosets; she tram-
ples not mpon the laws of the state, nor upon the ordi-
nancesof the God of heaven ; she sets not up the idol of
reason to undeify the eternal Jehovah; nor does she
blasphemously, and, as it were, with the utmost stretch
of infidelity, call death an eternal sleep.® No! on the
coutrary, blessed be God, all these persons and circum-
stances are with her, and in her counsels, sacred things;
and she neither murders the one, nor despises or demo-
‘lishes the other; and therefore I believe it is, tha$
among the present awful, and almost universal wreck
of nations ; and when the arm of the Lord God omni-
m:ent seems in the present moment stretched out, to

troy many nations upon the earth, and particularly
in Europe, for their daring wickedness, their unrepented .
of corruption, and their blasphemous and increasing in-
fidelities ;® he views the righteousness, at least the pre-
vailing righteousness, of the British nation; he hears
the supplications of her ptr:‘{ing people ; and he views
her preserved and supported ministers still safe under
the horns of the altar; and therefore he spareth her, as
a man spareth his child that serveth him.

Lastly, I would observe, how, in another sense, thig
promise of Grod’s preservation, is fulfilled over the righte-
ous; to which o ation I am particularly bound, in

neighbourhood ; at Nants twenty-seven thousand ; at Paris fifteen thou-
spnd; in Le Vendes three hundred thousand. In short, it appears that
there have been two millions of persons mnrdered in France sinee it has
called itself & Repablic, among whom are reckoned two hundred and
fifty thousand women, two hundred and fifty thousand children, and
twenty-four thousand Christian priesta.

% Lord Grenville, from his place in the House of Lords, when con-
trasting the situation of this country with that of me his
thanks to God, that the example o loy;l? which had mani itaelf
throughout the whole kingdom, the unsnimity which reiguned in the hearts
of all ranks of subjects to suj the honour and dignity of the crown,
gave such a contradiction to the French principles, a8 must teach that
mﬁon,whentbeirnewﬂ-eegommmtwiupemitthe le to read
the truth, that the inhabitants of this country abhor their conduct, and
will hold no communication with their present system.
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the present moment, and in the present engagement; and
by which observation, I doubt not, I shall stir up, parti-
cularly in every masonic heart, the most lively sensations
of gratitude and praise, to that great Grand Master of
the universal lodge of nature. en I look round me,
upon the present numerous assemblage of our royal
Order, and recollect the alarm which we must all of us
lately have very severely experienced, had we not been
much supported b{ our own conscious innocence and
integrity ; I think I see, and I hope all my brethren will
see it also, I think I see in the present moment a full fulfil-
ment of the promise of our text, Il spare them, i. e. the'
truly righteous, as a man spareth his own son that serveth
m.

Here is, my brethren, another annual assemblage of

Masons met together; we meet also in our lodges, we

- walk together in the streets of our kingdom,” we appear

in a body in the temple of God, we depart in peace, and
we remain in honour. And we see this pleasing appear-
ance at an awful moment, when an act of parliament is
passing, or has passed, properly, wisely, and judiciously,
to put a stop to the assembling together of almost all the
united societies of the kingdom.® Why, my friends,
why this uncommon favour from a government, indis-
pensably and necessarily the most watchful, the most
gealous, and the most careful, that ever exercised the
unctions of senatorial wisdom and power upon the face
of the earth? I'll tell you why! Respecting the Mason-
ic Order; notwithstanding all its secrecy of brotherly
union, the members of that government are well con-
vinced, yes, they are firmly assured from the best autho-

# Processions in Masonry are entirely under the charge of the Grand
or Provincial Grand Lodge. No subordinate Lodge can appear.in publis
on any occasion except by ission of the Grand or Provincial 5rlnd
Master ; and it is ined in the Book of Constitations, that if any
brother shall attend as a Mason, clothed in any of the j or badges
of the craft, at any funeral or public procession, without the above

- authority, he shall be rendered incapable of ever being an officer of &
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rity, of its moral gurit , of its religious sincerity, of its
political integrity. ’I!ixey are well informed of our sen-
timents, they are equally actiuainted with our practice.
And they know, and are well assured, that we love and
fear our God ; and that to serve him is the first prominent
and leading feature of all our most secret and firmest
bounds of fraternal union.® They know, and are well as-
sured, that we love our king and constitution. Dictators
and directories we want none of. But weare ever ready,
yes, if called upon, at & moment’s warning, we are ever
ready to rally round the throne, and support with our
persons, with our lives, and with our property, that noble,
that royal, that illustrious personage, and all his family,
that now sways the British sceptre.® And when the God
of Heaven shall see fit to remove from him the earthly
crown, which in this life 8 his royal forehead, and
which is truly graced by his wearing, and ‘flaces upon his
head that heavenly diadem he so richly deserves, as far
as human merit can deserve, we will, yes, I fear not to
speak for Masons in feneral, we will, with equal zeal,
exalt our voice, to hail our Grand and Royal Master, the
Prince of Wales, in his stead.

Further, also, they know, and are well assured, that

we aspire not at any equality with our superiors, but.

# « The French revolution,” says Preston, in his Masonic Illustrations,
“ having unfortunately given rise at this time to many unhappy dissensions,
which spread their contagion among some of the inhabitants of this island,
it became necessary to counteract the measures of those mistaken indivi-
dnah,whowereendecvouﬁn&eto sow the seeds of anarchy, and poison the
mimkoft.begpleagﬁmt government, and the ex: t constitation
under which ymjgedtheinvn.lmble blessings of liberty and property.
Hence, addresses to the throne were daily presented, with assurances of a
determination to support the measures of administration ; and, among the
rest, it was deemed proper that the society of Masons, by adding their
mite to the number, should show that a t to the monarch and the
constitution which the laws of the Order enjoined.” (Oliver’s edition,

p- 230.)

% They know all this, because our nobility and legislators are the
u' manbersofthefmm-nibtz. v 1o sab the

ancient charges describe a Mason as “ a peaceable subject to

civﬂpowmwlwmverherddmmworks,andunevwwbe%
in plots and iracies against the peace and welfare of the nation, nor
to ve hi undutifally to inferior magistrates. He is cheerfully to
conform to every lawful authority; to uphold, on every occasion, the
interest of the community; and sealously to promote the prosperity of
his own country.”
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as we can fairly acquire it by our industry, our wisdom,
and our integrity.® No! the property of the rich we
have no desire to plunder. By imitation and persuasion
we will always,,if we can, cause the property of the
wealthy to be dispersed for the relief of the indigent,and
to sup[;lé the necessities of the poor, and the distresses
of the afflicted. But further than this, we are fully con-
tented with what the wisdom and goodness of God hath
appointed. It is indeed true, and it is indeed as reason-
ng e as it is true, that we do, and we ever will, rejoice
most, in the greatest riches of the most charitable.
Farther, and finally, our favours from government are,
I am well persuaded? granted because they are well as-
sured, from their personal knowledge—for a major Fort
of them are also a part of us—because they are well as-
sured that we love and honour, and are ready to obey,
all the laws and the whole magistracy of the kingdom,
as the appointments of heaven—as the servants and
representatives of the Great Governor of the Universe ;*
we therefore deslpise no authority, but whenever senators
have made us laws—we judge with a very wise and
sacred character in this kingdom®—we have nothing more
to do but to obey them. Farther, also, they are assured
of us that we love all mankind, and one another most
affectionately ; consequently, as a body of philanthropists,
from the very nature of our union, we want no foreign
contention, farther than what is necessary for the honour,
and prosperity, and preservation of our own country ; we
want no civil or domestic wars; we want no degrada-

= It is true that we meet on the level ; bat it is also true that we part
on the square. .

® In an address to the throne from the masonic body, in 1793 the prin-
:i}ales of Masonry are thus expressed :— It is written in the institutes

our Order, that we shall not, at our meetings, go into religious or po-

litical discussion ; becanse, composed, as our fraternity is, of men of
various mtionsf. professing diﬁe:‘a]nt rules of faith, and atta.ctl;;d to >
gite systems o ﬁvvwnmmt,m discussions, sharpeni mind of
man against his brother, might offend and disunite, Angrisis, however,
80 unlooked for as the present, justifies, to our judgment, a relaxation of
that rule; and our ﬂmtdnz a8 Britons superseding all other considera-
tions, we add, without peuse, our voice to that of oar fellow
sabjects, in declaring one common and fervent attachment to a govern-
mtcgg 551:3, lords, and commons, as established by the glorious revolution

% Dr. Horsley, Bishop of Rochester.
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tions of the t and good ; we want no undue equality
with any of our superiors.® No; all we want is, an
honourable peace, true and lasting amity, and universal
love, because all we are brethren. Professing, holding,
and gmtising these principles, the everlasting Jehovah,
the Grand Architect of the Universe, and the inﬁnitely
Grand Master of all Masons, hath, by his own interposi-
tion, under the auspices and intercession of an illustrious
brother, spared, amidst the rsresent just wreck of socie-
tiesin general, our Royal Order ;* saved us from the un-
just suspicions which many who know us not have un-
charitably entertained concerning us, and delivered us
from the unmerited restrictions of our enemies.” - My
brethren, we now stand almost unrivalled—a society, not
only saved lx' our God, but protected and smiled upon
by our invaluable government. Masons, be grateful !
God and the king, and his best servants, are your saviours
—your protectors—your friends. :

tly, for I fear I shall weary your patience, the
righteous character, whether an individual unseparated
in the world by any peculiar name or denomination—
whether a citizen of any peculiarly righteous nation, or
a member of any peculiar society—whether a man, a
Christian, or & Mason—this righteous character shall be

® The country was in such a state when these sermons were written,
from the pernicious effects of the French revolution, that Bishop Watson
did not consider it to be a tion to his dignity {o issue a public re-
monstrance against the crude and dangerous reasonings of the demagogue
Paine ; and be concludes by saying—** I pray God that the rising gener-
ation of this land may be preserved from that evil heart of unbelief
which has brought ruin on & neighbouring nation; that neither s
neglectad education, nor domestic irreligion, nor evil communication, nor
the fashion of a licentions world, may ever induce them to forget, that
religion alone ought to be their rule of life.”
The following clause of exemption from the penalties of the seditious
act, was highly honourable to the Order :—* And whereas certain socie-
ties have been long accustomed to be holden in this kingdom, under the
denomination of 1 ‘zd Fmt:ls)’l the meetings whereof have been,
in a great measure, di to charitable purposes, be it therefore enacted
that in this act shall extend to the meetings of any sach society
or lodge, which shall, before the passing of this act, have beon usually
holden under the said denomination, and in conformity to therules pre-
vailing among the said societies of Freemasons.”

7 In this oountry Masoury rose triumphant over all the calumnies
which were preferred against it, because the public knew we were pure
from every stain of di ion.
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his, saith the Lord of Hosts, in that day when he maketh
up his jewels.® Blessed be the God and Father of our
Lord Jesus Christ, for this his unspeakable promise! The
words which, from our text, I have now repeated to you,
may be truly said indeed to beggar all human description.
Jewels, you know, even in the hand of the master-pol-
isher, are always nicely preserved from the ruthless hand
of every unskilful artist; and when they come into the
possession of the person they are to ornament, they are
viewed as more than equal—they are ornaments of self.
The Mason has his jewel near his heart ; indeed, every
man, be his jewel what it may-~the wife of his warmest
affection, the child of his heart, or the friend of his bo-
som—guards his jewel as he guards his life. But there
is an expression in Scripture which surpasseth, as all
Scripture must, which surpasseth every expression which
I can possibly advance upon this subject, and with a very
short observation upon that Scripture, I will now con-
clude what I would say upon this grand and encouraging
part of our subject, and that is this :—-God saith, concerning
this character—this jewel which I have been describing,
and encouraging you to obtain—“He that toucheth you,
toucheth the apple of mine eye.”” Delicate, infinitely deli-
cate, deposit of a jewel! Creation may moulder. into
dust ; sinners may receive their due punishment; and
universal nature may dissolve; but he who toucheth the
jewels of the Lord of Hosts toucheth the apple of his eye.

rother Masons, and fellow-Christians all ! destined from
eternity for this grand character, I earnestly call upon
you, forfeit not for a single moment one mite of the ex-
cellency of such an inestimable worth.® Sully not for a
moment, by any religious, moral, or political disaffection,
the purity or the brightness of this inestimable charac-
ter; for becoming jewels, i. e. being righteous, ye are the
glory of the Lord of Hosts; ye are the honour of his
creation ; ye are the eternal brightness of his everlasting

® ]t is an admitted principle of the Order, that wealth and distinction,
however valued in the world, can have no influence in procuring admission
into a lodge, or in advancing a brother to its highest offices.

® Because Masonry is a science caloulated to improve the understand-

, 10 mend the heart, and to bind us more closely to one another by
summit of the masonic Indder—* a house not
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crown, and the destined beauties of that kingdom where
the redeemed of the Lord will ever be honoured as the
purchase of his blood. Which character may every
one in this very numerous assembly become this mo-
ment anxious to obtain, and every future moment solicit-
ous to preserve. We beg it for the sake of Jesus our
elder brother, to whom, with the Father and the Hol
Spirit, as unto one everlasting Jehovah, be by us, and all
his, now and ever ascribed eternal and everlasting praises.
Amen and Amen.




SERMON XIII.
SORIPTURAL ARCHITECTURE.

PREACHED IN THE PARISH CHURCH OF ST. MARTIN,
BIRMINGHAM, SEPTEMBER 12, 1805.

“Go up to the mountain and bring wood, and build the house ; and I will
take pleasure in it, and I will be glorified, saith the Lord.”

Hageari8

Moses, who was a man of the most excellent charac-
ter, whether we consider him in a religious, political, or
social point of view, made it one of the strictest points
of his duty to preserve amongst that people over whom
Providence hatP miraculously fpreserved him as a leader
and guide, every lineament of the divine worship; and
when they were separated from amongst that idolatrous
nation with whom they had formerly sojourned, he
erected a tabernacle, a place of public worship,' where

1 It may not be unin here to remark the symbolism which
divines have applied to this ical place of public worship. The
tabernacle where Jehovah condescended to reside, is considered to have

been a of the body of the Messiah, in which, as in a tent, he taber-
mcleddw 1lef oﬂnienrth. Thea(illver sockets wllllil?i‘ ioumed t.heglundttion,
remind us of those important doctrines on whi evangelical religion
is founded ; and by being made of the half shekels which were exacted
from every male i:lsnel,they were calculated to show the personal
interest which each onﬁrto take in religion and its worship.
outer covering of goat’s hair pointed out the unattractive appearance
religion to men of the world; the beautifal underoovering indicated its
glo:x,as seen by the saints; the covering of rams’ skins, dyed red, re-
mi them of the efficacy of Messiah’s blood, as an hiding-place from
the wind, and a covert from the tempest ; while the covering of (]
gkin, which was blue, pointed to the heavens, that true tabernacle whi
God had pitched, and not man; the stones, overlaid with gold, and in-
serted in golden rings to bear the ark, figured the ministers of Christ,
enriched with the gi mdgmeesofhusfirit,md poasessed of the
truths of the , IOTe ousﬂnn& the

o7
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the Bt:&su of God, who had overthrown their enemies in
the Sea, might be unifedly celebrated ; where the
assistance of that God, on whom alone they could depend
for protection through the wilderness, could be unitedly
louﬁht for;" and where they might, exclusively from
worldly concerns, receive instructions in their duty to
that God who was fulfilling his ancient promise of bring-
ing them safe into Canaan’s happy land.
avid, whose character must ever stand high in the
annals of wisdom and truth, though from his youth most
active in all his worldly concerns, though in his manhood
one of the most adventurous and courageous warriors,
and though in his kingly office most politically wise,
zealous, and perseveringly diligent in the establishment
and increase of all that could add to the greatness and
glory of his temporal kingdom; yet we find him in his
religious character exercising that zeal of piety, which
indeed was then, and what, I am sorry to say, would in
the iom‘; day be styled madness and enthusiasm ; and
he thought it no disgrace to leave the palace and the
threne, and walk as a worshipper in the pious procession
of the ark of God. And amidst all the difficulties of a
very turbulent and warfaring reign ; amidst all the rebel-
lions of his household, the conspiracies of his subjects,
and the warlike attacks of the surrounding nations;
amidst all the temptations of court ambition and the
kingly glory of an increasing kingdom; and amidst all
the ensnaring luxuries of a most flourishing court and
palace, we find this great and good character panting for,
and earnestly desiring, communion with God ; preferring
even the low office of a door-keeper in the house of the
Lord, to that of dwelling in the tents of wickedness ;
and though, as we may justly imagine, all his powers,
both of body and mind, were scarce sufficient to manage
and regulate the temporal concerns of his so numerous
worldly affairs, we find his heart, as it were, fully engaged
in planning, preparing, and srovidin for the building a
house of worship to the Lord his God.?
Solomon, the great patron of the Masonic Order, cele-
brated above all men for his wisdom, power, greatness,

9 This anxiety on the part of our Grand Master David, has been care.
fully recorded, and is periodically celebrated in the system of Masonry.
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and riches ; who stepped, as it were, in his infancy, apon
an already erected ans established throne ; who was sur-
rounded dy every allurement and temptation to worldly
luxury an work?ly ease ; and who, if the human mind is
ever more than other in danger of being overcome by
earthly honours, riches, and pleasures, was in the most
imminent danger of being totally sunk in the whirlpool of
irreligion and of sensual delights, to the total destruction
of the fear of God and the honour of his great name. And
yet this king, amidst all the pleasures and enjoyments of
a tempting and luxurious court—amidst all the snares that
could ensnare the human heart, and all the flatteries that
could corrupt the human mind, and in the enjoyment of
every uninterrupted earthly felicity that this world can
possibly produce—this young, healthy, experienced king
tells us, 1n the full fruition of every carnal delight, if he
chose to enjoy it, and in the full possession of every tem-
poral felicity, that to fear God and keep his command-
ments, was the whole duty of man. Strong language—the
whole duty of man! And amidst his great love of scien-
tific, agricultural, and architectural improvements, with
which he 8o eminently improved the arts and sciences;
with which he so successfully cultivated every plant,
tree, and shrub ; and with which he built, for himself, his
family, and his friends, the most ma?niﬁcent palaces and
houses;* we hear of nothing so celebrated, nothing so
grand and magnificent, nothing upon which he exercised
so much wisdom in planning, so much diligence in pre-
paring for, and se much expense in raising, finishing, and
adorning, as the house which he built for his God to
place his name in, the temple which he erected for the
worship of the everlasting Jehovah.!

# 1t is difficult, from the brief intimations which scripture history offirs,
to form a clear or connected idea of these buildings. description of
Josephus, although more &reoiae, does not supply this deficiency ; but b;
its assistance we may make out that the two palaces, for himself
the princes of Egypt, were not separate buildings ; but, as the existing
arrangements in oriental palaces would suggest, a distinct part, or wing
of the same building.

“The plan and style of this house of God, which was celebrated over
all the world for its riches and glory, resembled, in many of its parts,
the sacred structures of t. Hiram ADbiff, the chief architect, ass
member of the Dionysian Society, had taken his models from that coun-
try, where it is probable he had been educated, for in no other part of
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‘We see, then, that none of the lower and more com
mon distresses of the most fatiguing journey through the
wilderness ; none of the more harassing and perplexing
difficulties of warfare, and of establishing the affairs of a
rising nation against the machinations of domestic foes,
or of the ambitious designs of jealous neighbouring king-
doms; nor all the luxuries and temptations of a prosper~
ous and flourishing throne and court could prevent or
impede either of these wise and pious men from dedi-
cating a very large and sa.rticular portion of their time
and ability, both of mind and fortune, in establishing in
the minds of their people the excellency of fearing God,
and the necesaitK of fixing tabernacles, or erecting tem-
ples for his worship and service, and thereby preserving,
as the most excellent portion they could leave, the prin-
ciples and exercise of the religion of their forefathers, for
the enjoyment and felicity of their future generations.

I ask you then, my friends, confidently supposing I am
addressing an audience of irofeuing Christians, which is
the most amiable and which is the most profitable exam-
ple for us to imitate? Shall we imitate those who,
amidst all their troubles, difficulties, temptations, and
enjoyments, whether of riches or poverty, whether of

- war or peace, whether travelling through the desert or
sitting upon an established throne, thought upon their
God, and taught the excellency of his fear ; raised altars
to his name, and built temples for his worship? Or shall
we imitate those who, having denied the name and
despised the omnipotence of the Lord Jehovah, and pre-
tending to be guided by a new-fashioned philosophy, in

the globe had the science been carried out at that early period so effectu-
allyasinthehndofthep;rmids. Tyre was, indeed, a colony of
¢ ; and from thence David had 'Froemed the plans and specifications
temple during his lifetime. The architect, as Bardwell justly ob-
serves, having ludnﬁenty of time to perfect his plans, naturally made his
design from the best existing examples, the temples of his fatherland.
The Tyrians, being at that time the great common carriers of the world,
kept up an extensive commerce with Egypt ; I therefore infer that the
were many of them tians ; and the atone-%ohshed granite,
all prepared, fitted, and finished before it was brought to Jerusalem,
since, moreover, there is nothing mentioned about the expensiveness of
any article but the stone—* costly stones, even t stones, stones of
ten cubits, and stones of eight cubits.” This subject is extensively dis-
cuased, and illustrated by engravings, in the Historical Landmarks of
Masonry, vol. i., p. 467, to which the carious reader is referred.
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which there is neither reason nor religion, neither mo-
rality nor social order, have thrown down the temples of
the Lord, defiled his altars, banished and murdered the
priests of the sanctuary, and have almost, and would

uite, if God himself had not prevented it, obliterated
rom the earth every trace of that religion® which is the
life of the soul, the glory of man, the crown of kings, and
the liberty of the people? Need I repeat this question,
and ask, which is the most amiable, which is the most
groﬁtable example for us and our nation to imitate?

urely I need not! Surely the horrid example and the
lamentable experience of a neighbouring nation has been
more than sufficient to teach every part of this yet
favourpd nation the inestimable value of the privileges
they yet enjoy; and, I flatter myself, there wants not
the feeble zea{of a stranger to repeat in the ears of the
inhabitants of this town® the excellency of the privilege
of being born a Briton, where, I hope, we are too wise
to try the foolish experiment of learning the value of s
blessing by its loss. Yes, my friends, I hope we have
better views of immortality and eternal life, than to
believe death an eternal sleep; I hope we are too wise
to wish, even for a moment, to barter the worship of the

5The preacher probably alludes here to the Illuminati, who assumed
the name of Masons, that their schemes might be more extensively circa-
lated, and received with greater faith. And, indeed, Weishanpt, the
aathor of the system, hecame a Freemason two years after his new order
was broached ; and, by means of emissaries, he attempted to circulate his
infidel opinions amongst the French and German lodges. In these
attempts he was sometimes successful. But, as Laarie observes, when
speaking on this subject, it should be recollected by those who, on this
account, calumniate ry, that the same objection may be urged
against Christianity, becauge impostors have sometimes gained prose-
lytes, and perverted the wavering minds of the multitude. These doo-
trines, however, were not merely circulated by Weishaapt in a few of
the lodges, and t at the assemblies of DNluminati—they were
published to the world in themost fascinating form by the French Ency-
clopedists, and inculcated with all the uence which the most
celebrated philosophers on the Continent adorn them. It can
only be said of Weishaupt, therefore, that he was not quite such a deter-
mined infidel a8 Voltaire and his associates.

¢ This sermon was preached before the uty Provincial Grend
Master, and other provincis.l officers and of the county
‘Warwick ; after which a collection was made in aid of building &
%M.tBnminghm’ ; and it was published at the request of

§is
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God of heaven for the blasphemous idol of corrupted and
perverted reason ; and that we would much rather labour
up to the mountain and bring wood, viz., I hope we shall be
much readier to give a portion of our labour, of our for-
tune, whether great or small, to build a house unto the
Lord our God, in which his name and his i)rames may be
awfully and delightfully celebrated ; and I trust that in
no neighbourhood in this highly privileged kingdom can
the riches of the most covetous, the wealth of the most
:Eulent, the success of the most ingenious and active, or

e pleasures of the gayest, sit easy in their possession
and enjoyment, if there wants a house for the accommo-
dation of the worshippers of the Lord God of Israel.

For the interest and encouragement, then, of this im-
portant concern before us, we turn to make use of and
apply the words of the prophet, as in our text, “Go up to
the mountaim and bring wood, and build the house, and I will
take pleasure in «, and I will be glorified, saith the Lord.”
From these words, so very apropos to our present en-
fsgement, I shall first endeavour rieﬂ({ to consider what

humbly conceive we may understand by this assertion
of the Almighty taking pleasure in the houses which are
built for his worship ;7 or, more plainly speaking, offer
some reasons wherefore we may humbly suppose he
taketh pleasure therein, and why he so condescends as to .
say he will be glorified in them, and conclude with a
short address to the different parts of my audience.

And first, I humbly presume, God fulfilleth this pro-
phetioc promise, and taketh pleasure in the houses that
are built for his worship, because they are in general the
:l'.nitll‘;;glm of his pious, his dutiful, and his faithful
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regretted that “he should dwell in a house of cedars, while the ark

the covenant otL m remained under curtains ."r g;;;:t %%‘M
feeling arose ificent vast structures o ia
the of Greece and Rome, whose ruins are sublime, and
show the triumph of our glorious science; the Choir Gaar, or cireular
temples of Celtic nations; and last, though not least, the cathedrals and
churches of Christianity, for one of which our worthy brother was
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My friends, it is true that,in the general term children,
all are the offspring of the eternal Jehovah, and that he
is, in deed and in truth, the father of all the families of
the earth. Yes, in him we all live, and move, and have
our being ; and when we speak of him as the great Cre-
ator of the universe, all of us are the workmanship of
his hand. It was only he who formed us of the dust of
the earth; and it was only he who breathed into. our
nostrils the breath of life. As the God of Providence,
also, all are his family, and he is the bountiful provider of
all that we all of us enjoy. It is he who sends the moist-
ening shower, and it is his sun that shines too upon the
fruits of the earth; his are the cattle upon a thousand
hills ; and in his temporal providence there is no true or
known discriminating difference but as the provider of
all: all are his children, and all are richly provided for.
In the intentions, also, of his redeeming love, whatever
others may be inclined to believe and say, I feel no hesi-
tation in asserting, that all are the children of his affeo-
tionate compassion, his tender pity, his Etemal regard
and lave. ¢ He tasted death for every man, ; a
ransom for all, to be testified in due time;”’ and I doubt not,
but in the revolving seasons of redeeming love, this grand
and majestic effort of restoring mercy will be fully testi-
fied, and his name, as an universal Redeemer, will be uni-
versally and everlastinglg glorified. But, my friends, in
the present infant state, for it is yet but an infant state—
in tﬂe present infant state of the church of Christ, we
have too much reason bitterly to lament, that when we
speak of the children of God in a spiritual, religious, or
gospel sanse, all are not his children ; no, there wants the
new birth, there wants the great change of eration,
there want the marks in thousands of what I suggested
in the beginning of this idea, namely, there want the
marks of the dutiful, the pious, the faithful children of
God; and where these marks are wanting, there wants
what the scri¥turee emphatically style the new birth—
the baptism o neration—the true and discriminating
title of the children of God. Marvel not then, m
brethren, when it is said unto you, * ye must e born again.”
Now the precise place of this birth, this spiritual regene-
ration, it 'is true, is by no means particularly describ-
able; because many, like St. Paul, have been spiritually
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born, not only out of due time, but aleo in very different
places and stations has the providence of God, the word
of God, the grace of God, wrought the happy the im-
portant (:hangjx;i but if there is any one place in which
we can 8ay, has been accustomed more than in any
other to strike the heart with penitence, to alarm the
unconverted, and bring the wandering soul to God, it has
been in his house of prayer—it has n amidst the de-
votions of his sincere and pious worshippers—it has been
when his faithful ministers have faithfully declared his
faithful word ; and it is there particularly that one and
another have been, in all uges, affectionately constrained
to subscribe to the name of Israel, and to say, I was born
there. Build this house, then, with zeal and alacrity ;
for God will, most assuredly, take Pleasure in it, for it is
the most frequent birth-place of his most pious and most
faithful children.

Again, secondly, the Lord Jehovah takes pleasure in
the house which is built for his worship; not only because
it is the birth-place of his children, but also because it is
the richest nursery of their growth, and the place where
their fruits are ripened, and their ¥rwes perfected. The
beautiful and expressive language of the Song of Solomen,
as setting forth the pleasure which Christ takes in the
excellencies of his church, would bear, if time would per-
mit, to be here wholly transcribed, and, in expatiating upon
it, an eternity woulg not exhaust its spiritual beauty and
its divine excellency. Thereis not a simile which human

e can invent to paint the excellency of moral
beauty, or the charms of piety and virtue, in the graces
of the church of Christ, and render them estimable to the
human heart and affections, which is not here made use
of. She is represented in the most endearing characters
of relative affection, ¢ a sister and use ;”’ she is set
forth to our view under the title of the most valuable
cultivated property, ‘a garden enclosed is my sister and

use.” Of all the flowery tribe she is the most beautiful,
elegant, and innocent— the rose of Sharon, the lily of
the valley.® She produces the most valuable plants and

® This is an old definition of Masoury, and we find it occurs in a for-
muls which was used at the period when the above sermon was preached,
sad was doubtless familiar to Bro. Inwood.
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the richest spices, even all the powders of the merchant.
To the thirsty after righteousness « she is a well of living
waters, and streams from Lebanon.” In her ornaments
she is the transcript of him who is her head, ¢ holyin all
manner of conversation and godliness. In her gualities
she is the most amiable pattern of him to whom she is
espoused, in all the graces of charity, benevolence, and
love. In her growth and perfection, she is the imitator
of the Son as he is of the Father—+¢ the brightness of
his glory, and the expressimage of his person ;” he takes
pleasure in ber planting, in her growing, and in_her rip-
ening fruits; her bruised reed he will not break, nor
quench her smoking flax. For the nutriment of her
weakest babes he has provided the rich milk of the Goe-
})el; for her strong men he has provided strong meat ; and

or all her sons and daughters will there be a portion in
their Father's house. Build ye, then, this houss, and
plant ye this vineyard; for surely this house of Jacob is
to him a pleasant house, and this vineyard will be his
everlasting delight; from hence will he choose his rich-
est jewels for his city Jerusalem, and from hence will he
:;k: his choicest plants to ornament his Mount Zion

ve.

For again—in this house ke will be glory, Yes, truly!
raise waiteth forhim in this his Zicﬁ;, af(ﬁ;ere trul un{o
im shall the vow be performed; in the house of

in the church of Christ—in the assemblies of his pious,
faithful worshippers—the Almighty Grod, the everlasting
Jehovabh, is pleased to condescend to say he will be glo-
rified. What an astonishing theme of meroy, grace, and
oondescension is this! He, whom the heaven of heavens
cannot oontain, is pleased to condescend to dwell with
men on earth; and in the place where his name is record-
od, he has positively, and in a variety of places in the
Holy Scriptures, declared he will be one in the midst of
them; and in this place, in which his glory is peculiarly
manifested, he has promised he will bless them. Gram-
::s oondeacanci(‘)ln! o Lolr)tll Gc}d .lllohovah ! Andart thou
is moment in this assembly of thy adoring, wonhig i
creatures? Yes, surely, thyis is noZe other than the gnu:
of God, and this is the place where his honour dwelleth !
Here, then, O Lord, establish thy , thy inexpressible
glory, and let thy name be also glorious! = My brethren,
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the subject is beyond my poor abilities. What a theme
is here!—a nt Gog receiving the adoration of his
creatures, and in that worship waiting to be glorified!
Methinks, then, we should be serious as death; solemn
as the grave; and I advise, let every heart be open to
receive the heavenly visitor. If the everlasting Jehovah
thus designs to visit in his church, what manner of per-
sons ought we to be? Is there, then, one in this assem-
bly who dare blaspheme the hallowed name of God?
God forbid! for by the worship of such an one he surely
cannot be glorified. Is there one in this assembly who
dareth wilfully to break his holy Sabbath? God forbid!
for by such an one he. cannot be glorified. Are there
liars, adulterers, covetous, malicious, envious, lovers of
g}m;lre more than loversfo{fod? ]Arﬁ there despisers

religion, persecutors of hi people, criti ro-
fbuors,gllfavig; the form of godlinéss with%ll)x?; the povger?
Are there any whe neglect to read their Bible, or are im-
penetrable to its corrections and strangers to its promis-
es? Are there any who fear not God, honour not the
king, and hate one another? My friends, it is a serious
moment; God is in the midst of us, looks into every
heart, is acquainted with every thought, and waits not
human language to discover to him what is in the human
bosom. Is he, then, glorified in this assembly, or is he
not? My friends, I cannot be accused of personal reflec-
tion, for I know not that there is one person here to
whom I am not a stranger, and totally ignorant both of
your profession and practice. If, therefore, conviction
strikes the heart, that is a strong proof, indeed, that God
is here waiting to be glorified. If, therefore, you are a
stranger to him and to the covenant of his praise, may he
be glorified in your immediate repentance. If you have
entered into'his covenant, he will, he must be glorified
by your g’teesent experience of his grace and mercy, be it
small or be it great; and, to the glory of his name, he
does not dee{ise the day of small things; he will cherish
the weakest believer that hangs upon i‘im ; he will bind
up the broken-hearted; he will strengthen the bruised
reed ; and glory—yes, he will glory in the branches of
ﬂ::ﬂi:o%risrlhng cod(:;'a Nothi dishonongshhliim but nﬂ H
w e very dawnings of grace and holiness is he
glonﬁody in his house of prayer. Build ye, then, this
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house wherever the place for his name is wanted ; it is
the birth-place of his children, it is the nursery of his
saints, it is the place where his glory delighteth to dwell,
it is the habitation of his honour upon earth, and the
place where he will be glorified.

I shall now draw my subject to a conclusion by a
few words of friendly and seasonable advice to what I
may reasonably judge the different parts of my audience.
First, I must beg leave to address you in general. My
friends, the collection of this day is intended as a mite in
aid of the expenses of building a house for the worship
of God. To the liberally-informed mind, and to the
really pious of every sect and party, I trust I need not
feel any fear of lessening our collection by explaining,
that the place erecting is fully under the Protestant
establishment of the kingdom. No; I trust, to the truly
liberal and pious, it will be sufficient to say, it is a place
set apart for the worship of God ; and though itisnaturally
to be expected that the Protestant churchman will, upon
this occasion, be the most liberal, yet I think we have a
strong demand uion the pious liberality of the Protestant
dissenter ; for, if he is a real Christian, he will not only re-
joice at the increase of the church of God, under every
pame, and, therefore, give his mite freely to encourage its
erection ; but he will also, if he hasany truesense of Chris-
tian gratitude, duly consider under whose wings he is nur-
t and protected ; and that, though perhaps some of its
forms and ceremonies may not so suit the opinion of his
mind as to make him altogether comfortable within her

ale, I would request of him, while he glories in his own
iberty of worshipping God according to his own con-
science, I would request of him to consider how long he
supposes he would enjoy that liberty, was the establish-
ment of the nation to decrease in its sanctioned authority,
or overturned from being the bulwark of the national
religion. It is impossible, my friends, in the course of a
sermon to enlarge upon or increase the number of the
reasons that would establish this demand which I am
now making upon our dissenting brethren, if there are
any here; but this I feel for them, if they have any grati-
tude, they will recollect that though we endeavour, and
that from conscience, zealously to support the establish-
ment of the nation, it is an establishment of the most
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liberal toleration; she entertains no spirit of per-
secution ; she lays no restraint upon another man’s
conscience ; she binds no one within her pale, nor
shuts her doors against any.® And though she particu-
larly unites her strength to the power and authority of
the civil state, it is for the protection of all, and none can
she assist to correct or restrain merely for religious scru-
ples. If, indeed, any are inclined to turn their liberty
1nto licentiousness, as is sometimes the case in every state,
it behoves, truly, that those few should be restrained
for the safety ofy the whole ; but it is not real piety—no,
my friends, it is something under the cloak of piety—that
can possibly want, in this happy nation, any increase of
religious liberty. Let us, my friends, then, be truly sen-
sible of our high and glorious privileges ; let us rejoice
that in this nation the Church of Chnist, in all its beau-
tiful variety of excellencies, has a king who reigns in
righteousness, and who is gloriously its pursing father,
and a queen who is equally so its nursing mother ;* that
the lords and commons of our realm are not inclined to
lord it over the faith of any part of God’s heritage ; that
our happy constitution is so framed for the support of the
whole, that none but the most licentious mind can feel
any of its heavier bearings ; and that, whether in the es-
tablishment or out of the establishment, we can scarcely
say otherwise, but that we are of the national church.
No, all are so equally protected, that amidst all her va-
rious children there is scarcely a vestige of partiality.
Men of Israel, then, help in the pious work of building a
new house upon the old foundation—namely, the rock
of Christ—to the name of our common Lord—to the
glory of our common Saviour; and fear to be slack in the

9 A praoctical application of the universal principles of Masonry.

1 The lpmcher might have said the same of Mpﬂnm
of the blood were ite patrons, and the most dignified c! in the
kingdom have filled the chair of the Grand since its first establish-
ment in this kingdom. His Royal Highness the Prince of Wales was
at that period its Grand Master, Sir Peter Parker his Dzm , and the
Earl of Moira was the acting Grand Master ; names which were always
dear to every Englishman, who thus blended the dignity of their rank
with the attainments of science, and the practice of universal
thropy. Under such patronage Masonry wes never w our
rulers of any revolutionary designs, however the charge might be reiter-
ated, or from what quarter soever it might proceed.
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pious lsbor. Survey, as a people, your happy lot, under
the guidance of the Divine Providence, and under the
exertion of your happy constitution, and let there not be
wanting a place where all may be accommodated to hear
the word of life, and enjoy those hs;:rier privileges of
religious worship. View with gratitude the glorious and
bappy privileies which you, as a nation, so eminently
enjoy—more than almost any of the surrounding nations ;
peace yet smiles within your borders ; a plentiful harvest
18 again filling the barn and the storehouse ; the east and
the west are daily pouring their rich treasures inte our
happy isle ; your enemy is rather drawing from you than
coming near you, and God has, I trust, finally restrained
him from executing his eager and malignant threatenin
of invasion and destruction. And what is above all
human estimation, there is no barrenness of his holy
word in our land ; our churches and our altars are pre-
served ; our ministers have full liberty and the greatest
encouragement faithfully to feed their flocks ; and each
one of us, as individuale, can, without fear, drink the
living waters out of his own cistern, and eat the fruit of
bis own vine. Happy people! he hath not dealt so with
every nation ; praise ye the Lord, and zealously build this
house to the glory of his name.

With a word of congratulation and advice to my breth-
ren of the Masonic Order, through whose kind partialit
I have been solicited to the honour of this address, I shall
conclude my discourse." '

I congratulate you, my brethren—yes, I congratulate
you upon the pious resolution you have in this instance
taken, of proving to all around you, that though the
bond of our union has remained a secret from the earliest
ages, and will, I doubt not, to the latest ages still so re-
main, it is not a secret of disaffection to our king, our
constitution, or our national church ; nor is it any secret

1 Bro. Inwood said of this discourse—¢ Its truth, its faithfalness, and
its intention, joined to the friendly and brotherly partiality of its hearers,
is the only foundation of my hope of its favourable reception. To do
any service to the religious part of our Order, is the utmost reward I
wish for in all my best endeavours.” Bro. Inwood was a modest man ;
his sermons are all good, and display the kindness and thropy of
his disposition, as well as the masonic urbanity, by which his intercourse
with the fraternity was uniformly distinguished.
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of disregard to the greatest or the smallest comforts of
any of our fellow-citizens.? No, my brethren, whatever
the ignorant slanderer or the most evil surmiser may say
or think of the Masonic Union, we can most conscien-
tiously boast an union of the highest principles of the
truest patriotism—an union of the purest morality, and
of the most refined humanity ; and tgough, as in all large
communities, every member may not do the strictest
honour to his profession, yet no well-informed or chari-
table mind will ever rashly condemn any community for
the dereliction or mistaken. conduct of its individual
members ; for we all too lamentably know, that all are
not true Israclites who are professedly of the house of
Israel, nor are all true Christians who name the name of
Christ. But I fear not, in the most public manner, to
declare, that the principles of Masonry, as they are taught
and established in this country, have the most direct
tendency, not only to the information of the human mind
in real scientific knowledge, but to the improvement of
the human heart, and in that heart the increase of the
best and the most benevolent affections.® To ¢ love the
brotherhood, fear God, and honour the king,” are three
ornaments so indispensably nece in the profession
of English Masonry, that, without them, I no more be-
lieve any man a Mason, whatever may be his profession,
than I believe a drunken, swearing, sabbath-breaking,
pilfering professor of Christianity, a Christian.¥ My

1s Bro, Fosbroke, the antiquary, says : “ The principlea of Freemasonry
are those of inspirati omubre’tiren. But it 18 said our affection
is pertial. It is not so, nor is our institution adverse to the first princi-
wummemd reason.” And the obseervation is perfeotly correct.

e follow the advice of St. Paul—“ As we bave therefore :pportnnlty,
let us do good unto all men, especiall L'nntotholewhom the house-
holiioot faith.” See “ An Apology for the Freemasons,” by the Editor,
p”Th'nmﬁonhubmhi tly verified in our own times, by
the spread of our numerous chari institations, which far exceed those
of

brother, our annaities for the Mason, and our agylum for the hounse-
andde:l:iotute,hne erendbrot::well o &Mm
; W, &3 OUr rev expresses
imemmthehetrtmd all the benevolent affections.
were not of who called themselves Christisas in the
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brethren, you will excuse this plainness of language from
one who knows not to flatter in these matters of the
greatest importance. I have now been in the aooietg
of Masons near twenty years, and the greatest part o!
that time Chaplain to a body of that fraternity in the
county of Kent, where that society is as numerous and

table as in almost any county in the kingdom ; my
friends amongst them are numerous and valuable; my
communications amo:Fat them are daily, and to me, in a
social sense, very valuable; and my labours amongst
them, as their Chaplain, have been always the most ac-
ceptable as they have been the more faithful. That I
have praised them, their Order, and their principles, both
in the church and by the prees, I am not ashamed to
acknowledge in any assemgl ; and if you follow the
same principles, you will deserve the same commenda~
tions ; for a goo(f Mason must be & good man.” The

to apply them according to their proper design, can no more constitate
stn,thmthepomionofworh‘lmtoolsmm&esms
ter, unless he knows how to use them. ere are many erroneous opinions
abroad on this point. A person prooures initiation, and fancies this is
all he wanta, ere never was & more fatal mistake. Initiation is but
the horn-book of Masonry, and i8 only of the same use towards a know-
ledge of its principles, as the alphabet is to those who are desirous of
ing in li attainments. If this consideration were duly enforced
on every oandidate for Masonry, the Order would assume & difforent
nﬂoct,nnd its genuine lustre would be more universall disph{:d.
The preacher has not said so much in his own f as m:ﬁn‘
Justly have done. He was so universally respected in his province,
the brethren regarded him as a father. The benevolence of his princi-
ples is strikingly displayed in a letter, which he wrote on the subject of the

impressed upon the mind of every brother, that, with so excellent an
example befors him, he is unworthy the name of a Mason, if he
ipouuoreonntennoes any other principle but the principle of

opinion, then, is, if any member, whether of my own society
oth,doamything,inwordordead.toinmthediﬁumoa,or
enlarge the breach, he is, whether intentionally or not, absolutely an
hindrance to the growth of brotherly love, consequently subverts
dlthebe.?eﬂbounotonlyoftheprincipla of Masonry, but also of
( ,hwi'a. ni ’.”
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system of Masonry is a system well calculated for the
improvement of science, for the refinement of manners,
for the increase of morality, and for the extension of
charity, benevolence, and brotherly love. If a professed
Mason, therefore, is ignorant or rude, or immoral, or un-
charitable, you must lay it to the incorrigibility of his
own nature, and not to any defect or evil in the system
he has adopted. No, the true Mason is the true patriot;
he will be always ready personally to stand forward in
the rank of danger, or, with the most liberal portion he
can spare from the necessities of his family, zealously to
support his king and constitution, and to save his country.
He 18 a true Christian. Masonry is an enemy to all im-
morality, and the friend of piety and virtue; she forms
societies for the relief of her indigent brethren, that none
should perish without the tender care of brotherly love;
she busga and endows schools for the female orphan,
that female virtue and modesty should not be destroyed
under the trying evils of youthful ignorance, distress, or
g:verty. And, in the instance before us, I trust the

iends of Masonry will not be found backward in imi-
tating their ancient Eatron, King Solomon, and in show-
ing their zeal and liberality in aiding to build a temple
to the Lord of Hosts, the Supreme Grand Architect of
universal nature, and, in their profession, their only
worthy and worshipful Lord and Master. Her private
charities are beyond my powers to enumerate or describe ;
to many I have, with the highest sensation of pleasure,
been an eye-witness and conveyor; and seldom, indeed,
have I been witness to a refusal (where the most rational
gerudence dictated it not) where the mite of masonio

nevolence was solicited to wipe the widow’s tear, to
relieve the orphan’s distresses, or to soothe the sorrows
of virtuous misery and affliction: in short, true Masonry
can never disgrace any one, but it may illumine the
brightest ornaments of humanity. My beloved brethren,
ye all know that this masonic panegyric is perfectly true
of all her principles and of all her prgession. Beit, then,
your task, in the beautiful uniformity of all your conduct,
to check the evil surmise, and stop the voice of slander,
by which this beautiful Order of our profession is so
much and so unjustly stigmatized by those who know
not her besuty, or her charms, or her utility; so will




ou do best honour to the Craft—so will you best dignify
Lr ornaments and her jewels—s0 will you reap to your-
selves her best benefits, spread her true fame around
you, and thereby do an essential benefit to mankind.

I have, I fear, trespaseed upon the usual time allowed
to these exercises, but my excuse, my friends, is this,
that however {our patience, through my inability, may
be exhausted, I am confident none of the topics before
us are at all exhausted ; and though my best endeavours,
I know, cannot justly deserve your approbation, yet I
am perfectly sure its object richly deserves your best
attention, for it is the glory of , the furtherance of
religiol:; and oconsequently the best benefit of human
nature.

¥ The Editor presents his fraternal compliments to the brethren, who
have accompenied him through these four volumes of “The Goldea
on anmaparing the Frompeceus. with the prost solocs, they il fd
on oom| wil resent volume,
three m sermons omitted, mdal:z additional urt::.’énby Bro.

first, it was thought that the volume would be more perfoct if the ser-
mons were all by one suthor ; and secondly, it was suggested by
blisher, that if the original design were carried out, the volume would

more than its jons, and not only deetroy the uni-
formity of the set, but it would have been to increaso the
mwhichthpublilhndlmqhtitddnbhton It is hoped,

lore, that these reasons will be considered by the brethren suffi-
clently cogent to excuse an alteration of the original design.

£
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SERMON S.

SERMON I.

THE CHIEF CORNER STONE.

“And have ye not read this Scripture? Tum Srong which the builders
rejected s become THE HEAD OF THE CORNER :
“This was the Lord’s doing, and it is marvellous in our eyes.”
. SainT Mark xil. 10, 11.

Taese words, my dear Brethren, uttered by Christ
Himself, when s {in to the Jews in the Parable of
the Vineyard, I have selected for my text, because they
will be admitted by Jew and Gentile, being set forth in
the Old Testament, as well as in the New in almost the
same worde—proclaiming at once, by a reference to
their own Scriptures, the rejection of God’s offer of
Mercy by His ancient people, His beneficent care of the
human race, and their salvation to the ends of the earth,
expressed in the plain but emphatic language of operative
Masonry—a language adapted to the comprehension of
mankind; evidencing the propriety of inculcating prin-
ciples by the types and figures of Masonry.

Jesus, who possessed Divine knowledge, who came
from the bosom of His Father to redeem the world, who
had all wisdom, and all the powers of language at His
command, thought proper in this plain and beautiful
langua%e of Masonry thus to introduce Himself to the
Jews of that time, and to the world by the written Word
in all after ages.

The parable of the Vineyard, from which the text is
taken, referred to the Jewish nation at large, and more
especially to their rulers and teachers, becanse they neg-
lected their duty, and were unfaithful to their trust.
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But God sent Profphets to call them to Repentance, and
to remind them of the promises of a Messiah who was to
come. Therefore the fruits were demanded in their sea-
son. But instead of ¢ Repenting and doing works meet
for Repentance,” they apprehended the servants of
God, and treated them as enemies. Notwithstandin
this, the Lor¢ ¢hought prop2: to send 1lis ur.ly and wells-
beloved Son, supposing that they would ‘reverence
Him.” But when they saw the Son, the Saviour of the
world, ¢ they said among themselves, This is the heir;
come, let us kill Him, and the inheritance shall be ours.”
When Jesus had spoken this parable, He enquired,
When the Lord, therefore, of the vineyard cometh, what
will He do unto those husbandmen? They say unto
Him, He will miserably destroy those wicked men, and
will let out His vineyard unto other husbandmen, which
shall render him the fruits in their seasons,”

To bring this admission home to their consciences, and
to leave them without excuse, He called their attention
to a passage of Scripture contained in the hundred and
eighteenth Psalm, the twenty-second and twenty-third
verses, recorded more than'a thousand years previously
—¢“Tur STONB which the builders refused is become THR
Heap-sTonE o THE CoRNER. This ts the Lorn’s dotng ;
# is marvellous in our eyes.”

In addressing myself to you, my brethren of the Royal
Craft, who are assembled on this anniversary in the Tem-

le of the Lord, I feel called upon as an ambassador of
for Christ’s sake to embrace this first opportunity to
declare to you, and to this congregation, all the counsel
of God; for woe is unto me, if I preach not the Gospel!
And although there probably are Brethren present,
descended from God’s ancient people, or belonging to
other nations; for the universality of our Order, its ex-
tending from pole to pole, from East to West, embracing
within its mighty scope all the nations of the earth,
without any distinction of eountry, of clime, or of col-
our; its diffusive benevolence ; its widely-extended phi-
lanthropy ;—and these being the bright and charitable
principles upon which the itution is founded, they
eannot, if they have rightly learned our Science, but
highly approve of our meeting this day in God’s Holy
Temple. For we assemble sanctioned by the Law of the
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Land, we have for our Ruler a Prince of the Empire, the
Volume of the Sacred Law is our Guide, and Faith, Hope,
and Charity are the principles inculcated.

It is my duty, Brethren, and my happiness to preach
to you on this anniversary, I wish it had fallen on one
more skilled in the science of Freemasonry, more power-
ful and eloquent. I, however gladly avail myself of this
opportunity in all sincerity ang plainness of speech to
exhort you not merely to perform your Masonic Duties
with freedom, fervency, and zeal ; but aleo I exhort you
as a Christian Minister by the mercies of God to perform
your Christian Duties; to look for Salvation to Jesus
Christ—¢ The Head-stone of the Corner;’ to secure for
{ourselves by His merits, and through a lively faith in his

lood, immortality in Mansions not made with hands,
eternal in the Heavens.

I pro with the Divine blessing to consider the text
under three heads.

First—To shew the Scriptures quoted by Christ; and
that «“ THE STONE which the builders r " referred to
therein, is the Lord Jesus Christ Himself.

Secondly—That He ‘is decome THE HEAD OF THB
Corner.”

Thirdly—That ¢ This was the Lorp’s doing, and i is
marvellous in our eyes.”

And in conclusion to make such practical remarks
thereon, and on your Masonic Duties, as the subject and
the occasion shall seem to require.

First, then—the Scripture quoted by Christ was, doubt-
less, that recorded in the hundred and eighteenth Psalm,
the twenty-second and twenty-third verses : THE SToNm
which the butlders refused is become THER HEAD-S8TONE OF
THE ComNER. This is the LorD’s doing ; # is marvellous i
our eyes.” .

M‘z: are the passages of Scripture in which God has
been pleased to speak in the Symbolical and significant
language of operative Masonry. Three times in the Old
Testament, and six times in the New Testament, is my
text referred to. Even the Jewish Rabbies, and the
learned of all ages, acknowledge that # expressly refers
to Christ. In the twenty-eighth chapter of the Prophet
Isaiah, the sixteenth and seventeenth verses, are these
words:  Therefore thus saith the Lord God, Bebold, I
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lay in Zion for a foundation, A sTONR, A TRIED STONE, A
PRECIOUS CORNER-STONE, & sure foundation: he that
believeth shall not make haste. Judgment also will I
lay to the line, and righteousness to the plummet.” In
the forty-ninth chapter of Genesis, and the twenty-fourth
verse, where Jacob blesses his sons, amongst the bless-
ings to Joseph he said,—‘the arms of his hands were
made strong iy the hands of the mighty God of -Jacob;
Jfrom thence is THE SHEPHERD, THE STONE OF IsRARL.”
In the twenty-first chapter of the Gospel according to
Saint Matthew, and the forty-second verse, it is thus
written: ‘“Jesus saith unto them, Did iye never read in
the Scriptures, The Stone which the builders rejected, the
same is become the head of the Corner: this is the Lord’s
doing, and it is marvellous in our eyes?’ In the twen-
tieth chapter of Saint Luke’s Gospel, the seventeenth and
eighteenth verses: And Jesus said, “ What is this, then,
that is written, The Stone which the builders rejected,
the same is become the head of the Corner ?’ In the fourth
chapter of the Acts of the Apostles, the tenth, eleventh,
and twelfth verses: ¢ Be it known unto you all, and to
all the people of Israel, that by the name of Jesus Christ of
Nazareth, whom ye crucified, whom God raised from the
dead, even by Him doth this man stand here before you
whole. This is the Stone which was set at nought of you
builders, which is become tke head of the Corner. Neither
is there Salvation in any other ; for there is nome other
name under heaven given among men whereby we must
be saved.” In Saint Paul’s Epistle to the Romans, the
ninth chapter, the thirty-second and thirty-third verses,
are words of similar import. In the second chapter of
the Epistle of Paul the Apostle to the Ephesians, and
the twentieth verse, are these words: “ And are built
upon the foundation of the Apostles and Prophets, Jesus
CrrisT HIMSELF BEING THE CHIEF CORNER-STONE.” In
the first Epistle general of Saint Peter, the second chap-
ter, the sixth and seventh verses, we read, * Wherefore
also it is contained in the Scripture, Behold, I lay in Zion
a chief corner-stone, elect, precious: and he that believeth
on Him shall not be confounded. Unto you, therefore,
which believe He is precious: but unto them which be
disobedient, the stone which the builders disallowed, the
same 15 made the head of the Corner.”’
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Thus, then, have I pointed out the Scripture referred to
by Christ Himself, nor need I multip}y texts on the sub-
ject ; for if, after such abundant proofs from the Prophets,
the Evangelists, and Apostles, any human being, who has
heard, or read, and digested them, hesitates to make a
full belief in the Lord Jesus: Christ—* the Stone which the
builders rejected,” then, 1 say to him, “neither would he
be persuaded though one rose from the dead: And good
were it for that man if he had never been born.” Let
me earnestly entreat that person, if there car be such an
one present, by the mercies of God, to turn with all his
ll:ie;rt to the Lord Jesus Christ, who will have mercy upon
Secondly—That the Lord Jesus Christ ‘is become the
head of the Corner.”

Having just shewn you that the Redeemer of the
World is typified by that «Stone which the builders rejected,”
and would ﬁave thrown aside as worthless among the
rubbish ; but which, by the mi%hty power of God, and
to the astonishment of the apostles and disciples, became
the chief corner-stone, supporting the whole spiritual tem-
ple, and uniting the several parts of it into one building—
“ an habitation of God through the Spirit,” I will now
shew its accomplishment, and that CHrisT *‘is become
THE HEAD oF THE CORNER.”

No sooner had Adam fallen from his first estate, than
the Lord God declared to him, that, notwithstanding the
ruin and degradation he had brought upon himself and
his posterity by his disobedience, He would provide a
Saviour in the person of His Son the Messiah who
should come. Accordingly, in the third chapter of
Genesis and fifteenth verse, the promise is thus recorded :
“ And I will put enmity between thee and the woman,
and between thy seed and her seed; it shall bruise th
head, and thou shalt bruise his heel.” Andin the twelft
chapter of Genesis and third verse, God declared unto
Abraham: ¢ In thee shall all families of the earth be
blessed.”” In the tWent{-eecond chapter of Genesis it is
written, That the angel of the Lord called unto Abra-
ham out of heaven the second time, and declared in the
eighteenth verse: * In thy seed shall all the nations of the
earth be blessed.”

A gimilar promise was made in the vision of Jacob's
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ladder, a8 recorded in the twenty-eighth chapter of
Genesis, and the fourteenth verse. And there are other
such like prophecies.

The time of the Messiah’s coming is also set forth in
the forty-ninth chapter of Genesis, and the tenth verse,
“The sceptre shall not depart from Judah, nor a law-
giver from betweén his feet, until Shiloh come.” And
in the second chapter of Haggai, the sixth and seventh
verses, it is recorded,—‘‘For thus saith the Lord of
hosts ; yet once, it is a little while, and I will shake the
heavens, and the earth, and the ses, and the dry land;
And I will shake all nations, and the desire of all nations
shall come : and I will fill this house wit<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>