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~qLEl}!N WARNING 
• I" ') ~ ." A9AINIlT 

tl1~'!fl!!l~a.o"~y~ 
( - ADDRESSED· 

",0 ~JJ TCtm'G MEN 01' THE UNITED STA"1'BS. 

I WITH AN APPENDIX, 
C •• tai.;..,..\ nit COaIJl!!POND)-;l'CF. bchrcen Eliphalet :Murdoek, of Le lloy, Oe.ne,(e 

coq Ilty, N. Y. and tile anthor, relatin; to the ~uppoled mnrder or ).f1'. Mnrdock'. 
,(atlier, throu~h .Masonic l' cnse:'l.oce, at Rensselaer.iltt, in the county of 

Albany, Ul October 1803,--~ld sf-veral other interesting mattera. 

I\.]Json, i(einncr~ ~nti('e lhep, conseilt th ou not. If Ule~) say, cnlne wit'h 
., ;\. l,t ns I~y wa it f.H· hlnon , let us lurk privil y for the in"o"pnt witho" r 
!aut: Cnst iM thy lot among us, let 113 all I:a\'e uue PUI'S .. [iy Ion, wal!... 
lolltOU in tho IVay with th~l1l; ref""in thy foot from their f,ath : For lite;'!" 
'eel un to Hil, and make h"sle t() .heel hluorl.-l'ROV. i. 10, 11, 14, J5, 16. 

ll:'e no fdh,w.hip 1I'; lh Ihe unfruitful worl .. of darkne •• ; but rathe t' 
·.I:t>rov.!heUl: For it i. a sh,"ne ('ven til spp,di: of tllOFC thillS' whi ch are 
lo~e urlCm in 5ee,·ct.-l':l'Hr:SIAIIS v. 11,12. 

By SOLOl\l()N SOUTFnVICI{, 
EditlJr orthe 1'"ttiOU3) Obsener, Albany . 

• IJL B.!JNY I 
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ENEWYORK 
P Sue LlBRAR1Y 
2080 :3 

ASTaII. LENOX AND 
'TILDEN FOUNDATtONS. 

R . 1901 L. 

J\'OTt1!erli Ri&~r,d of New-York. til 'tilit : 
BE it remembered. tbat on tbe tweDty·seclind day of Octolae 

tbe 6ftY-IeeOftd ),(:ar of the independence of the United State." 
America. A. D. ]827, Solomon Southwick. of the said Di5trict. h 
deposited in this office the tille ofa Book, the right whereof he cia, 
as Author, in the words following to wit: 

.. A Solemn Warning againlt "ree Mbonry. Addr ... d to th. youog ••• of j 

VDited States. With aD 1IPpeDdia:,.~oDtaiDing the correlJ>oudence between Eliphal 
Xardock, oC Le RoY. Gt ..... e county. N. Y. imd the author, relating to the .apf,"1 
murder or Mr. Murdock". fatber, through maloDic veoreance at Rc ... elaen'n e 
the COWlty of Albuf, iD October, 1603 ; .l.eferai other interesting matten. ' 
aou, if linnen .. liee tbee, eODltut thou Dot. It they lay, come with .5, Jet a. lay 
lor bloodhlet III lUJ'k pri,ily Cor tho ill,!o""t "ithont .'U'.. Ca>! in thy lot IlDong 
Jat UI all aYO oae III"" My Ion, walt not thou in Ih •• ay with them; ~rrain thy. 
frora their path. FcJI' tlleh f.e.t rom. In nil, and m .... hart. to Ibed blOGCl. Provo i, 10, 
14,13, 16. Hav. no fellow.h.p w.th tlao u"truitru) .. orb or darkn .... but rather 
pro ... them: For it il a .ham •• 'en to I,.ak of thOI. thiDgI, which are don. of t 
)Ii ..... t. E~h .. iau ,. U, 111. B1 Solomon SOllthwick, Editor ot Ih.NaLiol>lli ObI 
"fer, Albany_ • 

In conformity to tbe act of Ille CoDfreu otthe Uelled States, e 
tIed" An act for the enCc)ltragftDetlt of learniag. by .ecuring the 
Jliel ef Mape, Chan., IIIld Booh, to the authorl and proJ>l'ietors 
luch copiell durillg the time. tbereln mentioned ," In al.o, to . 
a.ct entitled II An act lupplementat'fto an act en~itled , An act for 
eDcoUl"lgl'Jiftnt of leataing. by n"lh"~ dte copies of Mapl, Chal 
and Bookl, to the authors and proprietors of Buch copies during 
time. therein mentioned.' and extending the benefits thereof to the. 
of Deaigning, :Engraving, and Etching historical and other prints." 

R. R. LANSING. Cl~k 
1Ii.rr"£ct Ct1'Itrl of Ihe IT. S. fllr 171 e 1f'orth-ern l1islritl ~f New- Yo 
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DBDI04T10K. 

'£0 TRUMBULL CARY,* TIMOTHY F1TCH,* WILLIAM DAVIS,"" 
HINMAN HOLDEN,* i. F. TALBOT, JAMES P. SMITH:LUUN' 
D. PRINDLE, ELEAZER SOUTHWORTH; WILLIAM" KEYES,
JONATHAN LAY. Committee of Genesee County. 

eRSON BENJAMIN;'" HEMAN CHAPIN.* JONATHAN BUELL.* 
RALPH WILCOX, BANI BRADLEY, JOSIAH ,PORTER, Commit-
tee of Bloomfield, Ontario County. . 

SAMUEL RAWSON,* IlATHAN JENKS," JONAS M. WHEELER,* 
SAMUEL EWING, ELIJAH SEDGEWICK, JOHN SARGEANT, 
THOMAS WRIGHT, Committee oCVictor, Ontario County. 

SAMUEL WORKS,. FREDERICK F. BACKUS," HEMAN NORTON, 
FRBPERICK.WHITTLESEY, JOSIAH BISSELL, Jlln •. THURLOW 
WEED, Committee oC Rochester, Monroe County. 

'-. ISAAC LACY," SAMUEL LACY,* WILL1AM PIXLEY. BENJAMIN. 
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BOWEN, Committee of Chili. Monroe County. 
JOHN GAR1lUT ," TRUMAN EDSON. CLARK HALL, Committee 

oCWheatiand, Monroe Gounty. 
BATES COOK,* ALEX'ANDER DICKENSON.* SAMUEL DEVIAUX.* 

JOHN PHILLIPS. Committee of LewistoD. Niagara Count1~ 

GE.NTLEMEN,· 
THE DEDICATION- of"' a book, if Dot the·' , 

offspring of mere private· friendship, or grati
tude to a patron, implies, that those to whom it 
is addreszsed, have rendered some signal service 
to their country, or- mankind; have- either, by 
their wisdom, valour and patriotis~i. aided the 
eBe) or by their humanity and 'benevolence con-

• Tile D .... lbUi deligDated (*) are tbo •• of die , .. tlMIG ". ' 
forlM.lh, L'''''101l CoD.tIlIioD,..'ric&Jy·1O caDed.. .' -

.... ,':' 

/ 
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ferred oblig~tions, upon the other. You, gen
tlemen, laavB' done both ;~ a-number of yo~, in 
the first place, 'as m-embers of the Lewiston~ , 
Convention, engaged, ih bringingt{) light the' 
foul conspiracy, against the, liberties of YOUf' 

country, which robbed William Morgan of his, 
liberty and life, and' otherwise disgraced our 
annals: And· all. of you, in the· second place, 
. as the authors and signers of a REPORT upon~ 
tbose unparalleled outrages; which does honor, 
to youI' independence and, integrity;, and is 
eminently calculated to op~n the eyes of your. 
fellow-countrymen, to, th~ dangerous and ~e
structive influence of, aU secret associations", 
upon their civil and political liberties. 

• In the execution of these ,imper8tiv~ and iin-
portant duties, you have, in, a generous spirit of 
humanity and patriotism, spent-much vahiable 
time and labour, and incurred many heavy ex-

. ponses; and have suffered, at the,same time,. 
much abuse, calumny and persecution, from a· 
powerfUl and secret combination of midnight 
cOl)spirators and assassins., 
, .; }fo .. ~ll this, your fellow-oountrymcnowe you' 
a' debt of gratitude; and I feel it my duty, in 
,'pa~ payment of my portioD of that debt, to in
scribe your names in front of this work, as 
those ,of public benefactors-of whom it is but 
j'ustto say, 'in spite of all that can be said to the 
contrary, by editorial too18, and other unprinci~ 

.. 
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pled sycopbants and: knaves, that l.heydeserv& 
the undivided respect, and grateful remem
brance, of the present and future generations. 

With these sentiments, which flow from the 
heart, as well as the head; and the expression, 
of which, in this place, and on this occasion, I 
have thought due to every principle of patri
otism arid" justice-

1 subscribe myself, Gentlemen, 

Your friend and fellow-citizen, 

'tHE AUTHOR . 
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ADVERTISEMENT~ 

OJ'" The" Solemn Warning" pourtrays to the 
rising generation, in colours true, if not suffi
ciently vi~id, the dangerous consequences to 
their temporaJ and eternal happiness, that may 
ensue from their joining an association, whi~h 
ought never to have had existence in this free 
and enlightened country ;- and the existence of 
which·cannot be preserved, without eventual~ 
Iy destroying our civil and political liberties. 

The reasons of the author for preferring to 
publish this work in a book form, are, that . .hav-

• ing been proscribed by the Qrd.er, in the first 
place,jor 3imply PUBLISHING the TRUTH, he de
termined, on the other hand, to proscribe them 
as enemies and traitors to their country, h~ . 
constitution and laws, jor ATTEMPTING to Siji'

PRESS the TRU~H. & accordingly -did com
lQence, in his editorial department, to return 
proscription for proscription, with the conscien
tious c9nviction, at· the same time, that while 
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their proscription.. of him was mean, d¥tardly, 
antt at war with the constitutional rights .. nd .ber
ties pf the eitizen, his- proscription of them and 
their works of darkness, was called for by every 
principle of honour, humanity, liberty, and law. 
He will, therefore, eontinue to proscribe them, 
jD his editorial department, so long as it shall be 

. ilw pleosOre oi Divine Providence to sustain him 
at the. editorial desk in health of body and mind. 
But" ind'ependent of his editorial labours, he 
withes to. plaee' on record his opinions of the.,. 
{hder, ill' a . form that shall render them more 

, . . 
likfly to be eanded down te futura times, thaft 
that of editorial matter. He wishes to. plue in 
'hit hands otthe rising generation, what he be-

. lie-ves will have a tendency to. preserye thou- ~ 
s~ads of them from ruin, if they will but listen . 

, to. the admonitions of truth and experience. 'To. 
divert promising young men, to whom the GQd 
of Nature may have given fine talents, and gell
ero. and noble sensibilities, from plun,ging ia-
to paths; and pgrBuing steps, that "lead dOlDfl, • 
to' tke gates, of hell," is his object on the ODe. 

hand; and he wili not conceal, that on the 
'bther, he has DO. objection, under' existing cir
cwnstances; to bring his humble talents into 
market,' in a just and honoraWe cause, ill the 
~o.pe of no. mo.re than a fair remuneratio.n" 
!lis mental labour. 'rhese are the considera
ti.D wltieh have indaeed him tG prepare this 
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work-r anethey are . SUelil consideratieDs alt he: 
believes will induce thousands of honest} II.on-·. 
oura" and patriotic men to encourage it. The 
minions of the Order have propagated. an opin
ion, wherever they could do. it successfully, that 
he is insane-'f'mad a, a Marcia kart!" But 
he despises their calu~ny; at the· same tio¥t 
that be· pities lIineerely. their miserable: igno-· 

. rance, that makes them the dupes of a .foul if.-.. 
pture.. It he be mad, however, he is deter
miRed. there shall be method in his madness. 
A- certain noble-minded, ancient and Ohristian 
philosopher, waliJ charged with the same infirDli~ 4 

t1 when combatting similar ifilot eq~all,~, atro--
- eious impositions and wickeqness. " 1 am· fIOt, 

mad,' most noble FeBtus, (said' die ChristiaQ.· 
champion) but speak fort" the 'lDOmB of tmt8 
and soberness." ~ow, if the writer of the 

. ~'SOLEMN W ARNING,'t shall' OO.t, " speak 
fhrth the words oftrutp and soberness;" itthe 
estimation of all who -have the u.allest regard 
for truth, freedom and righteousness, he wiJ.1, 
eonsent to be call eel' "mad" by them, aa welt 
as by the fanatical; blind and stupid; or im
piously wicked and' corrupt apologists. of Mol'ol 
gan's abtluc'tion· ~·merde,. On this ground.' 
is lie perfectly wilting te Btandor fall, when the 
following work shal.l come h8fore the public; 
and he cannot but· hope,. that all puenUl.and 
gua~dians. .w-holi ........... nt coafileace jn _8 

. .., . 
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talellts to perform this 'task, and' wlA ·think D 
he does of the MlUtnUt; Order, may Bee and (eel 
the necessity and i~portanee o( encoufi&ging 
the work. 

All who are disposed" to pur.hue this publi~ 
oation, will please addre88 their orders, for 'an1 
DUmber of copies, to the author at Albany, in
closing the amoullt, and paying,postage; anel 
the pamphlets shall be forwarded according to. 
direction, at three shillings single, or three do": 
lars per single dozen. Two dollars and fift)t
ceilts per dozen, for any number Bet left than. 

• six dozen. 
ALB.wy, OdHW 9tA,.1827. 

i; . 

• 

• 
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A SOLEMN WARNING: . 

•• 
TO THE YOUNG M.EN OF THE UNITED 

. STATES. 

My Y O'UNG COUNTRYMEN:-

'. It is on your account, :nd not on my OWD," 
.nat without prefaceo.r apology, l"'Claim o.fyo_u a 
patient and a candid hearing, in what 1 am no.w 
about1to.lay befo.re yo.u: And this lam satisfied, 
no.twithAtanding but few indeed of you can kno.w 
any thing of me,that fou will cheerfully award ~ 
for although experience may not . have taught 
you much, as" she is a slow teacher, whom we· 
are o.bliged ia follow ')ongbefore 'she answers 
haIf the questions we have tGput to. her; and 
to.00ften~ alas! does she leave the wiseBtof U8 

to sink 'into. the .grfWe the victim~ of ignorance. 
error and delu,8lOn ;"yet the nattve good sense, 
as wen 88 go.od feeling, o.f American youth, will 
at aM times, I believe, as they ever have dORe, 
induce them to list@h with candour and patience 
to whatever is i1ltended to. promote their own 
happiness, and render them worthy of ' tile .. -
!Jelyes, dftheir eountry~ and her high destinies. 

I am welt · aWare how almo.st impossible ' it is 
• to 'put old heads upon'yo.ung shoulders. 1'hW 
bright!3st and :the dftllewt ~uth areequAtly i~ 
want of -experIence ; and WJthoUl. So.me exp'ltl
cnce, it is difficult, ifno.t impossible, fotPany tu.. 

,DIP IleiIJ! calmly t."BtJniey·-the cIIm,ers that 
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encompass him, and clearly to per.eive fie· 
means of averting them. . 

'The' youth of bright intellect and' sound 00·· . 
nve judgment, it is true, will sooner arriloe ·at· 
the necesl!lary information, to-enable him to steer 
his bark safely through the stormy ocean ofHfe, 
than he to whom Nature hal been less bounti
ful in mental or intellectual endowments:- But 
IiItill both may need the monitions of the aged,; 
of those who have had experience, to enable· 
them to start the more fairly in the race· wbicn 
4s to terminate int tAeir temporal and eternal, 
.salvation or destruction. 

It certainly is not from· arrogant presumption, . 
on my part,. that I now add.ess you. NCII' is it· 
fro81. any wish, to court your fhvqur, OIJ render 
JOu. subservient to any aelfish purposes of my. 
wv.n. Ambitious o'power I'am not at this time· 
of life i for I have calmly surveyed the heighta 
of polItical elevation, and. know. fult' w~n,that 
however fascinating they may be at some times,; 
and uncier 'c8ltain circumstances, tha, pOS888IJ 
but few. if any charms for ';im who has lived 
tnng,been. chastened by &dversity;* as I have, 
been, and,seen mtfbh of mankind:. Cov.e_us of 
wealth. l. am not; for I have tuted, or r_er 
tested, both, extrCiVDes of p.-sperity' aDd ad;ver
sity .. ; and. full well have IlearMd, that in pIlrsuit 
of, "'pu~s the~ is a happy medium, at wHich' 
every. wIse man will aim 1. and thl\t however ne .. 
eessary it,~8y be to arrive atthllt, f6r our tepl- .' 
eoral comfort and cOQvenicnee-yet it is ·not 
that alone-and still Jess ia it tbe posse8l!!ion off .. 
power"titat cRn ensure the tranquillity Or happ., 
P.'I8' of.rati.o~~l an~ immortal bemBi. /I ~ 

· IM.-'.'" Nete I . 

• 
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I have said thus much of myself, b~cause I 8W 
well aware that the subject, to which I wish tg 
call your attentiop.-and especially . the honest, 
just, bold and proper mannel' in which a sacred 
sense' of duty to God and my countr demands 
of me to treat it-are calculated at this peculi r 
crisis, to bring no small share of odium upon my 
Jlead from a certain quarter. Those who have 
already basely misrepresented my motives, ma
lignantly slandered my reputation, and attempt
ed by means far from honorable, to injure my 
i.nterest, on account of my editorial exertions, 
feeble and inefficient, it is true, but Heaven I 

knows virtuous and sincere, to bring to light the 
ioul conspirators, who, in the It!nguage of Judge 
1'hroop, (when he sentenced four of them to a 
punishment by far, very far, too mild for the 
enormity·oftheir crime,) " have robbed the state 

'- ef a citizen, a citizen of his liberty, a wife of her 
busband, and a family of helpless children of 
the endearments and protecting care of a pa
lent:" Those, I say, who on this account haye -
pursued me with their slander and malignity, 
will be equally busy, I have a right. ,to presume, 
in persuading you, that this address is the dic- I 

tate of a selfish heart, or an unsound head. 
From these remarks, my young countrymen, 

'you will perceive, that FREE MASONRY is 
to be the theme of this Address. It is so-and 
it if!! to warn you most seriously and solemnly 
against that ORDER, as one fraught with incal
culable mischief to all your dearest interests in 
this life, as well as in that hich is to come, that .. 
I have taken up my pen on this occasion. It ie 
to convince you if I can, that your safety ani 
yoar duty, yonr happine/ii and Tobr glQry, eqyat 
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to 
Iy demaad of' you to sIlUII, U you would the. 
BohOil Upas, or the Simoom of the Arabi~e
aerts, the alluring steps that lead i~to aMasonie 
Lodge Room; for they are emphatically ihe 
.teps whieh " l~ad down to the gates of hell !" 

I shall now proceed to give you my reasone 
why you ought not to enter into the Masonic 
Ass~cit\tion:' And as FrEM Masonry boasts of 
her FIVE POINTS '()F FELI.OWSHIP, I will exhibit, 
as beacons to warn you from her dark and in
fernal pnthi, at least PiVE POINTS OF HERI'OLL'I 

AND WICIIEDNESS. 

You -cannot, then, become Free Masons, with .. 
out-

1. Risking your life, if after obtaining the 
wicked, at4 well as the fliivolous secrets of the ' 
Order, you should, on calm I'ef!.ecti<w, think it 

: your dwy to God, and your eountry, to reTeal 
" them. 0' 2. Sacrificing your personal.di~ity, or self.. 
a respect, ill'- a manner too humiliati-Bg for young 
Jo men of honor and seasibility to 14o0p 'fo. 

--- 3. Running the risk, and a very iQJmineQtone 
it is, of learning to tipple, a,pd thereby losing the 
respect and esteem elf society, "Rnd becoming 
vagrants. 1t ,.,. .' 

4. Betrayiftg the tights aotl libt;,~tie8 01 your 
eountry. - . .'... -. _ 
. 5. Incurring the diapleastlre of Ifeaven, if the 

I'ible be nm· a forgery,. and Ohristianity .. fable 
of man's jnvention. -

That. you' will run the risk' oj your lives as.' 
above stated, by beeoming. ~ree Masons~ y<>u 
may learn from the, follQJringletter, which I bact 
recently occasil)n to write, to say' Godling of the 
,mass of evidence collected at -three dii"q8llt 
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trials of persons, charged with the aODspiraey to 
kidnap William MCW'gan and David C. Miller, in . 
the countiel!l of Ontario and Genesee, N. Y.,

. and the still further evidence afi'orded by a late 
Executiye Proelamation. * . 

[From llu National Iat,lligmur.] 

'Ah:SSRS. GALES & SEA.TON~ 
Gentleme~As, in giving plat:e to my adv:er

tisement or rather prospectus, you have expres
lied an opinion, founded on an article which you 
have copied from the United States Gazette; . 
and as I know-that article to be utterly destitute 
Gf truth, I will not say intentionally so, from be
ginning to end, will you permit me through your· 
oolumns to make a eounter statement, which I 
know to be strietly true! . 

- The· Gazette artiele asserts, that the excite-
ment in relation to the abduction of Morgan and 
Miller, was got up for electioneering purposee. 
But let us look at the faets. 

On Sunday morning, the 10th September, 
1826, William Morgan was arrested in Bata.via" 
on a eriminal process, and carried off to Canan
daigua. There the criminal charge was aban
doned, which those who had arrested him on itt 
knew would be the issue, as it was, from the 
beginning, a mere trick to get him off the lim
its at Batavia, where he was confined for debt. 
Immediately on his being discharged by Jus
tice Chipman, on the criminal p~ocess, a debt waR 
trumped up, which had no r~al foundation, by 
the same party who had brought him from BIl-

. tavia, on which, being poor and friendless, be 
Was put into the jail at Canandaigua. The 

". Sec AtlPeadilt, riMe" 
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12 
next 'night after this event, one Loton 'Lawsen, 
~since convicted of kidnapping Morgan, and 

_ umY in prison for the de~d). eame forward un
der the mask of friendship; and persuaded Mor
.pn to permit him to pay the debt, inducing 
.Morgan to believe that it was out of pure friend
~hip, and that he would take him to his house.' , 
Poor Morgan was too credulous-he agreed to 
LawBon'sproposal-but the momeRt the latter 
lOt him out of jail, he was seized violently by 
Lawson ~nd one or two other persons, and not
withstanding his cri~s of murder, ,vas forced 

~ into a carriage, and drove off, Jehu, like; since 
which he has not returned; nor ha ,,-e any tidings. 
been had of him, excepting, that it bas been 
clearly proved, at the last Ontario Sessions, that 
he was taken to, and confined in, the magazine 
of Fort Niagara. So far we accompany the un
fortunate Morgan. I shall barely remark here, 
that the reason why the criminal charge was 
abandoned was, that, if they had put him into 
jail on that charge, they could not have got him 
out again, and their intention~ from the begin
ning', to make way with him, 'would have been 
defeated. 

Now for a few words as to David C. Miller, 
the Editor of the RepUblican Advocate, at Ba
taviA. He was engaged in printing a book
lll'IJstrations of Masonry-of which Morgan 
,vas the author; and for which the latter had. 
been 'kidnapped. . ' 

The night after Morgan was carried fro111 
Batavia, Miller's printing office was set fir,e to, 
and cf:\me near being commllled. " . 
(. T!--n .~.",wt (~'1Y 1'1 t!y~ 1l101·nb'.". h0inr:: n~~ F:'1~:1~' 
• ,t .. ~. 

l'~ ,,_'" :~. ; '," • I., ; ..... ' ~ 
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M out of the jail a'Canandaigua, fromaixty .
eighty men, all FreemasoDs, eutered tbe viDa. 
f)fBatavia, .rmedwith hickory clubs,8eized Da
vid C. Miller, likewise under pretence: of a 
~riminal process, and carried him·off by' foroe1 

as far as the village of La Roy, where· he was 
given to understand that he was to join wit", 
and share the fate pC Morgan. But, fortunate: 
ly for Miller, the people had become alarmed, 
ond turned out to pursue his Captors; and he 
was rescued at Le Roy, and escorted safety 
back to Bntavia; the proceis oil wbich he had 
been taken turning out to be'a sham, like that 
which badunfortunately succeeded in the case of 
Morgan. But IcannottakeJeave ofMilIerbere, 
\vithoqt paying a merited compliment to JOHN 

...... HASCALL, Esq.ofLe ltoy,aRoyal Arch MasollJ to whose intrepidity Miller was greatly i·ndebt
ed for his release from the ruffians who had sei-' 

_zed him. Mr. Hascall hu since openly sece:
ded from the Masonic. Fraternity, on account 
of those unlawf'l.ll proceedings.. .. 

Were Dot these unparalleled outrages, gentle
men, sufficient to excite the people, without the 
aid of electioneering artifice, or8elfht~ \'ieW8,OI) 
the part of anyone t They certainly w.ere ........ 
They did, of course, cause an excitemettt, .of 
which I will now state briefly some oftha results. 

- Town and county meetings were immediately 
held in the counties of Ontario, Genesee, Mon
roe, Livingston and Niagara, by which. dele- "
gates were ~ppointe~·,. (all of respectahili!y} 

. uporf whom It was enJomed, as a duty,· to In
• vestigate thoroughly, as far as they pos::sibly 

. ,!ould do, the facts attending the abducti~, ClQa 
eupposed BDbsequentmurderof Mora.4~1 ~e1l 

J.. . .... .. - \.~ , 

. ,,' ..... 
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_dIe outrages committed on the property and 
lI!er.OD of: Miller. This delegation, consisting 
or some of the firlt men in the Western District, 

, . tiSembled nt' Lewiston, nnd hence have been 
styled tbe Lewiston Convention.· They cnter
ed *wlessl, end·.honeatJy upon the duty assign-

. -cd them, aDd have ever'since pursued their· oh
ject steadily. Through tbeir exertioDs princi
pally, FOUR of the conspirators, those who -took 
Morgan from the jail at Canandaigua, were in·· 
4icted, put on trial and convicted on a plea of 

•. ,guilty ~ in Ontario ,county; and three have since 
been convicted of kidnapping MilIer,after plead
ing not guilty in Genesee connty. A consider-

. able D,;,mber stand indicted, wht) have 110t y.ct 
been tned, on account of both Murgan and 1\'111-
ler. It is true that sixteen or seventeen were " 
tried at the last Court ofSe~sions in Ontario 
county, and were acquitted; but whoe~er will 
peruse atte.ntivelythe testimony as reported, will 
'Dod abundant proof in itof the abduction, ifnot 
the murder of Morgan; and will perceive, at 
the same time, such a mass of non mi 'recordQ 
statements as was never before exbibited in an\' 
court of justice. The Judge, however, one ~f 
tlte ablest in the state, [I menn Judge Howell] 
iacharging the jury, declared that" the proof , 
~, to establish both the conspiracy and its con-
-,e summation, tMJS full and conclusi'ce: tlwt 

. ~, Morgan had bieR. unlawfully kidnapped and 
• u carried (Iff, 'lOllS abu/ltdf.lntLy certain; and that 

,t be bad been subsequently unlawfully put to 
"d,eQIA, there teas. too muck rellSO'fI, to bllieve." 
He. stated at the close of his oharge, after sum-(; 

rJUiDg up lbe 'evidence, ~uw explaining the law/' 
: : ,,. ... :tb~. tUUIDOOY, tkougA q.lllmdtfl:At' to l'fO'I't 
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C, abstr(J,ctly (J,ll that tl)(J,IIIAUegeq, -did not char~e 
"these defendants with ,the' crime." '~T.he' 
time of the court," he remarked." .had., notwltq-
"standing, been profitably' spent. in eliciti'?¥, 
(, testimony, whick 'In;ust ultim"t~l'!l f4",raflel tkul 
cC/wTrible 'InysteTY • 

. I give you,.gentlemen, the pr.ecise words of 
an able and upright judge, alii reported by tbe 
several reportm's of the trials in q,uestion, . , 

It appears, then, that iu three several Qnd,dis
tinct Courts of J u~tice, the Ontario Circuit, ~t 
which Judge TH ROOP presided, when the 'first 
fuur conspirators" ere convIcted,; the Genesee 
Circuit, at which Judge· BIRDSALL presided" 
whenfour were tried and three: convicted; Ilnd. 
the Ontario Sessions, at which Judge' HOWELl. 

presided, when the sevent€en [save one who 
swom off his trial for want ofa witne~s] werfl 
tried and acquitted: it appears; l /!lay, tha.t in 
these several and distinct Courts of Justice, the 
facts of tbe conspiraey ,and iUt: consummation, 
have been established by~' auundant,full, and 
conclusive." legal testimony, How then. can 
any editor assert that this excitement has been 
got up for electioneering purposes t Would it 
not be, on the other hand, an eternal disgrace 
to any portion, number, or section of; the citi
zentl of the United States, if tbey could$it qui
etly nnd tamely, and see' their friends t . thei~ 
neighbors, their feI1ow-townsmen~ kidnappl:d 

, and carried off by violence,. contr.ary to ,aU law, 
human and divine, to' be confined perpetual1y, 
or assassinated at the wiU and pleasure of theil
kidnappers t I should ,esteem the "Dn, who'" 
could see all ~his without being highly,c1I9ited. 
as ,a wretch, wholly unprincipled,· and • totally 
.. ft-l\rtl~, the name of aa Amer.ieap ei~n( ,,' , 
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But to retUrn to the Lewiston Convention; 
This patriotic body, t() whom the People of the 
United States wilt hereafter look with grati
tude, have been principally instrumental in pro
tiucing the resulJs above stated. It consisted of 
THIBTY-EIGHT of the most respectable citizens 
of the Western District, of all parties; and, so 
far from there being any ground to charge them 
with eJ.e~tioneeriflg or selfish views, only one 
of them has come forward since as a candidate 
for office, and he has been brought forward 
by the voluntary suffrages of his friends. and 
fellow-citizens. They have just publi~hed the 
entire result, thus far, of their long, laborious, 
and important investigation, in a pamphlet of 
about eIghty pages, octavo; and I venture to 
say,tbat tltere is not an honest, sensible man in 
the United 8tates, who will not be thoroughly 
convinced, on· reading it, that Morgan was not 
only kidnapped and murdered, hut that [)avid 
C. Miller, the indepen,lent Editor of the Re
pUblican Advocate, at Batavia, would have 
shared the fate of Morgan, had he not been 
rescued by the anti-masonic party irom the 
hands of his kidnappers. 

It may not be amiss to state, that among the 
~igYlers of the Report of the LewiNton Conven
tion, are gentlemen who hold stations of honor 
and responsibility under the Government of the 
United States. I have not the Report at hand 
at'this moment, bat I recollect distinctly tho 
names of three officers of the Federal Govern .. 
~ent. viz. O. BENJAMIN, TRvMBVLL CAREY, and 
HATES COOK, Esquires. These gentlemen. to
gether with . their worthy and patriotic col .. 
I~aguel:l, have laboured almost incessantly for 
Jlille months, or more. to unravel tb~ horrid 
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mystery: ~lJey have not o~ly spent the~r time I 
in the investigation, but lar.ge sum~ of mpney in 
search~ng tbe Niagara Rv~r, and L8~e Ontario, 
fo~ tl;te,body, . f ~he ttapless M?rga~, which was, 
uOllou~~edly bl\ried I;>e~eatl tho~.e waters.~ 
The~e- gentlempn, J,mean ' all tbose who fo med 
the' LE1wisto~ qonvcntiun, d.e~erve the highest 
praise-,.-inS1ead of the least censIJre: for tbeir la
bors hav bee~ directed ~o .Ul) ravel a cunspiracy, 
the p.rjllCiple Qf 'which-gQ~s to, the ~nlil'e subver
siofl pfSlllr ,Fed .raJ anp .. Slat~, Con$tit~tions. 

, A'v,a.x .. Jc!lmn; wIth t~le groqndless · an.~ calumni
atingi ssertion, thaLtbey have been act~ted by 
ele~tioneering or selti!'lh (Aotives of -ar{y kind.. f 

This, gentlemen; is qlc Jast article which I 
sholl ask you to publish. In the National Ob
serrC1·t h~<,>w;evcr, I shall -con tjnue the . subje.e<t, 
whiqh' ~Jas g}v;en ri8c to thls letter, so long as I.. 
l-lavt! l1eal111 Hl!ltl life to pedorm. . the task. In 
my ne: ' hpapyr'.I I, shall develope fac~s: wnich, if 
trup, an~ I solemnly hclie~e them to be so, 'yilL 
ad,d, a t t~nfold deeper hue. of darkness to the. 
cause p(tho~e w1)0 frQm the 'abduction of Morgan" 
ftnQ Mil)~r, ~o. ihis cJ,ay, have been \he open and un-:' 
disguisedl adyoct,lt~~ pr:k.id~aeping and murder. 

~I . have kca, d ,rpOf,h thap '-- r,undred .. free~ . 
m~s~n~ ~S.Si~j.t . ~~t lVl~g~1q~ f fll~~, was s.erv- ,i 

ed ,rigq~! .Wb~t . i~duced we .t~ take grol¥ld, 
when; I:. first 9ame.p- t3i~ my eqitorial capacity~ 

. -on ,tlus .,s~hJe<?t·, ~~~" , t!!e decl~ratio~ ma.de t~ 
Ille, ~y; a fI.(!!Iflf A.r,clt ,ll11t Q~'j~ very respeQt.able 
lawyer, '~~!iAh e~)lu>;e~~~~(}~oi'g,a~ ~as'}(ill~~ 

'.' or. «1lf!;!~pted ',flll o»~hJle , h~d faken no part Ul 
it hl!ltself.~" .~~ ~<~a,.~}pJ; : . Q;VtJ~e k.ne~ 'jt 1 ~~ 

, r~lledf 'I, 0 ~i{a ' to.( • " tfll~tB come to yoar 
.. S~e ~P.P ndillli ~~lt4: •. , •••. " 

Digitized by Goog I e 



lSi 

knpw1e~ge! r kn'ow it'iri t.he ,stit\te wttY.~l' "'l 
hilri if he thzezghf: It rh.'hi ~ Hlz; said in 

, reply, thai he " wouICI not have h~d It ,hand ,in it, 
fzyt'thf'woehl; 'thYi'(isl'l',el wfg,.' rigktlyBtrlJt:d"~ 
'1,'mB conversation was' amongdle most import
zih(6(;e~it1z,,(atimis ' indu,eed me it?' thn!". 
off, alt rtl~so~i~ tram~s, and pli~ '~y ,. '" 

thu edwmaz whed; tCy tfffi hght, If t?0S-' 
the whole trutt? in the' case; 1 iew , ' 

whil"Zt talkim" mith the iRende-
man above mentioned, irmen him, 

'bz'eh dfffiss¥efffiHy edueetedc and had R5tudied; 
ll>ikie'nc'e which teaches, with so diiceii-

, , , cUirecthes~, the nature of all oaths. 
~~d Q~ligation~, c<;mlfl.h£?: r<m;lered so , 
~t? '~hfffi]~ mHso~li; here, It was .ume to destroy!)!c 
ltJstltutH>penh"Zely. FOH whr.&iR I HmteeJ IS 

.s'tfictlh 3Qd l~terall d tmec and -1 elm l'ld~ with: 

;~;:~a~r~~I;rl!t~rt~:lh~bi~, a worth~t ~~~~::~ 
btJ,iieypec¥.£?:hle telcnte,as meH strmdie(J at 
bal". lJisnamo? of' cOl,Jrse, 1 shaH not' reveal, 
b£~ca'E£"Ze at dmt tiriw he 2:tbilfE,;"Zsed me, ,,'£it i?£zly 
M:iinnsoil" ~llt ,a's a 'man' to' wbC:Hnhe eouhi: 

* i~e'~~tf~d~~~d:i~~!~/:ucho::;~;:'::f~~:Hi6~ 
tRfi~k:"le;'haa nn HeH OJ,HC'& b"Zc'C8$t. fa eft" 

~n~~h my bbli~arl~As't'~~tb~;'O;Jer" satisfied 
ftl,~f'b.f~ its denge,:oub tend~;ttey. and fhe 
, ~t9~stt.Y:. of c,t'lTtai.ll n~;,' ~r (~me l'aw.t'ol a~~ C?Il"" 

~~~:'b~;iri1;~':t"$;mi..;'~~rt~~: .. e 
=J ~t~1~~;rn~t=~;h~~t~~~:jgrue~t r~8fi~c1~ 
"ZfUO-; '" ,", ,h::J.;,,, ~a:'fHi£1I,.'t '~"o"~'~ma" H'$!J'!I'.-fffi~' 
"'= '" • ~J . ~§&.V,Vtr~.~",l' ~ lJ".l- SF'~ ",:;fu\\.:.. 

Albany, &pU'M," ~~ l , ;; • r 
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i From the p'~'ng(;)Mee"{'" - ,o{m~,~ 
try~eb'~ 'you -W)n . per~lvet~ · fA-tethal>: R1tiy 
awliit ;you, if yOU'sbootd ~l1tet'i"t"-(me' of'th~f:J 
cO'D'~18ve8 of- ·ctirruptian;: : the 'lilituronic I(,dge-
roolnS'; ' atldslrou:ld ' llftetWorde, -~ 081m teRsooi 
tio~,; d~t~rmine,: ~s"~' .ot of'-d~ty toy~rcbun'..; 
ti'y:and.yoor God, ttfe,x~~ t~enef8ltioo8 and 
unhllllowed- secrets, the disgusting and ~18!t
phemous rites', which "re there chefi~d · arid 
l'lraotised. , -:\4y _ n8,.r8ti'te,h6w'e~-er, is ~o~d : and -
senseMss 8~ the marble block, w'hen comiiared 
with the- true and' 'appaJli ng' iefttu.res' , of' th'e 
tl'ilftstictioilS to wMch --it :nlh,desl- !'(!)ne reason 
of ;j.'t& 'e~)ldnes3 will!, 'If\tU! il did , Doti a:t' Hie '"tiine 
ofl!wt'it,illg it, know how m,!th. 'Edit-ors' ·ofthe 
N'alwrial fDlelligen~r mieht ' ~el ' disposed tu 
permifme the i~du)gence 'o(-ft11 'teenn~/Bsa 
correspondent; :through the mecli\Jm' of!· their 
oolumns; for- sti1!h ;1i8'J!l beeli-' the ediitorial 'oon~ 
t~rt !WC'Onceai finJ ~ni ppresethe , tr~Ol ; on this 
oOoa8i.on,t~ -conceal theeri1il~f.: of mu~; -aDd 
shield die mU'rderersfroRi 'tie.' ' ai'(n"of ,the 'lflw~ 
that . ith~s led me 1llmostto doubt ' seriously .. 
whether 1h'e Press, with the ftIONe 'ftt't to 'whioli 
it ' belongs~ be :fibleesi~g : ora curse,:td ·triY coon:.. 
trY. , N eVQr--neYe~iD ,any 'ap dre'~e; -hlis 
theP~sbee1t so Yilely~~' mfhRit>~s1Y',8O'~ie1t .. 
cd1y-prostituted, as lttt~bMD : iR;Ttirs( ' dti~:~ 
Tht :subtime instrument; .I;j~h ' ltk~ ~lie ' 1erer 
of. 4rchimede;~dn dlephysiCat; 'miMl1t; it/,ell' 'in;' 
deed move the moti\l .orla; if'iii the handIJ ' 'dr 
re:~i.Ifg~' hollot~Me,.(frM oob}~!!p'intoell lm.eh ' f ~h~t 
1iijIWnr1:o(tit~;atute, ~ff~Plibert1;- thdt m~~~r-

, ~~e or seieitcb -and of Ut; ",ltieb <Iii ift.e ~8.ys. 
~PtJdt'i1iimottfH'aireest\:)W:~ rtv~icted b; CW 
spirits of a FRA •• ~l'lt : ""1a ~~ruwlcJC,* and 

• See APP'fldu, Nota ~ 
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., revoluuoawy-~hies)-was the ,*,OOD 
ih4t l~d them'· to. 'freedom and. t~ gIQry;; that 
noblest· of all ·huJD"n .. inv.entions· 'has, in ;this 
cue, been abutled, pe(V!eJ:ted, prostituted,'! ~nd 
rendered, in the ~ttQnp.~t pp88ibl~8ell!!e of .the: 
teJ.Uls, the detest~ble, orl'W-,of; faI8ehood,IIl.lY"~: 
tery and. :oorruptjQP ;, the . vile instrument of- &! 
barbarom, and,-bJood-sta.i~ed fae~ion ;'. ih~ pol-, 
tute.d engine ~f tre!lQlui~fY, tyranny a.nd oppres
sion; the pan."·Qf ~Pa~~Jl)o.nium! Oh !how 
d~gra.ded, how,falLen.Jr~· i~ lofty. eminence,: 
fr~m:"h.at i~'WflS",~:ben"li~ethe pillar:. of fire, 
~~,&acred hi~torf,it: guide~ the footliltep~ or our: 
fJl~h~rs, ;an~ iJtt!..Pi1'~d t~mtwith ,that n.obl~ (l~.~ 
of pa\riotiBm, !W iJioh. qrg.ed them' to the h~~gh'& 
()f BunkerUm .• n4· of~_l\M.toga, to the. fr.ozelt 
plnins of AbtJl~; l\rW:. tOO· burning sand~ of 
MO~9uth,. tQ.bl,tted (Uld to. die for the redemp-: 
t~*-qfthe:ir ~lfPtr1,Jlndttur£r.ee<W1.D and h~p-; 
pinesl. :of. \hejr ,pgs~i., !,* . ~Quld; tbe s.bad~'lo( 
l?~ANKL~Nt be Y<PO;F~(tirredi,pOyer~y. and want" 
as p.n Editpr,. with"fIm\hi . ·honor. wtdindepep
deQce; as t}le :gW~C¥I of. hi~ pen-to . wealth and 
lUJury, with.tJY;~~Yf.!sW'vility, fals~hood and 
.cortup~_o~:aat~ :jlifWatf3s.of his }.pul! Could 
4~'in:wnortal_~ JH9.~.4io-wn. £rPJIl. ja sain,ed 
oir.~l~ of'" tb~ ;ftpiriUi ~; jt,t8ur;aen JP.&de perfect,~~ 
and.b~""04hhtliPff3H!of.,.h.i~eountl'y,,· :wl;lip~ in 
~is ban~ wa$; t~~i'l~tAI fi8lD~. of fr~~~, and 
.b~ ~ODBUlDh~i.n~!,:'(dlrJlntll, . tIw.abandoned, 
·.gm.ded~ pe~wlAA41~d,. pro~tituted, the b~iS8 
.r: i lI~tlveJ;l ~hl beeo.W!6' to.him tltetQfmopt of 
l1~n ~:,! NQl" ~J~·h~~,~ 'he"e,.wi~~ wishing 
te :,.tura ,~,~~\I. ~~ J.8~k.i~etbe dam, of ,ir~ 
l\it.iQ 'h.,:~~,~ ~.:19~~.;1p1~ ~~I~e.". 

'!,.::\ ' .. ~.;·,",:'''IiNeAPp.,u,.K''&;, .. , :1) ;:.1>:: 
-;-,."7 • 
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brethren ot the type; and to animate them' te. 
protect and defend, and Bot meanly, treacher .... 
ously and barbarously desert and betray the 
sacred cause of liberty and humanity! . Shame 
on the hirelings and th., cowards I-curse on 
the slaves and the traitors !-he would exclaim: 
tbey hnvelooked on tamely; aod seen tbe blood 
of the brave and the innocent shed bv the-hands 
of masonic ruffians-the constitution. laws and 
liberties of...their country, violated and trampled 
upon by midnight conspirators-the halls.f le~ 
gislation, which ought to constitute the high 
and holy. sanctuary of law and justice, deaf 
as the adder to the claims of righteommess, the 
voice of patriotism, and the cry of blood; the 
courts of ju~tice filled· with ami polluted. by 
the breath of Perjury-the arm of the law para~ 
lyzed, as by the touch of the torpedo, by the ope. 
ration of 8 dal'k, secret, mysterious Rnti criminal 
agency !-and above all, the violation of that 
most holy law ot their Creator and Redecmer-
1.'HOU SHALT '01 COMMIT MIJRI)ER! All this 
they have witne~sed-calmly and co i(11y witnes
sed-and instead of maintainin~ the sncred Jib
erty of the pres>', and the unsullied dignity of 
virtue; in8tead of putting" in e",ery honest hand 
a SCOURGE to laid" the rascals naked through tM 
world," they have them~elves deserved the lash 
of the scorpion, if not the hook of the gibbet, 
for becoming the wilful panders of rascality. 
the ampprel:lsors of truth, the propagators of false
hood, the conspirator's apologist, and the mur-
derer's .friend ! ,. 
. Another reason of the coldness of my narra. 

live WaS, the unparalled importance and ,mag4 
njtude of the subject. It ~ a theme, Of alloth .. , 
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~, moSt wortHy. of the . patriot, the sage,' l~" 
hero and the <;hristian-a theme,which it woul". 
require more than the combined genius, and ttlJo 
Jentsand acquirement ... of a DEMOSTHENES, a 
eICBRO, a MILTON, a SHAKSPEARE,and a CUR. 
RAN, to do it ample justice. Yes, my youn~ 
countrymen, more than all the mighty powen 
of all thot'e sublime geniuses. would be requi .. 
site to pourtray, in all their horrors, and in all 

. their ruinous anrl destructive benrinis on ouf 
constitutional liberties, the abduction and mur. 
derof WiIIi<tm Morgan! It is a theme to which 
no genius, mprely buman, can ao justice. H~ 
nlone, whose page 'was illumined at the altnr of 
Divino Inspiration-the poet and the prophet of 
Israel-the unparalleled and matchless Isaiah
he alone could give it the appropriate colouring, 
the appalling fight, the dark and infernal shade, 
the bold and indescribable relief that would be-
long to such a pi~tlJre. . 

EVERY maq, whether young or old, S'lcrifices 
his dignity of ch'lr~cter, that personal and self
respect, which it ill essentialto his happiness and 
reputation to preserve, whenever he tamely per
mits his person' to . be de~raded, or suffers his 
mind to be contaminated, -by exposing either to 
rites, ceremOnies or' contemplations, which are 
puerile, in8ignificant or. vicious; and such as 
his sober judgment must condemn as unworthy 
ora rational being', responsible to his Creator 
for the USNI to which he lends his person, his 
talents,· and his time. 
. But whoever enters a masonic lodge, sabmits 
necessarilf'to the vilest of personal andmentaJ, 
aod ,momJ d·egradation. . 

He sUbmits to be stripped naked by men 
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who are perhaps faf his inferiors in· moral and 
intellectual· worth-.-who, indeed,· posseBMiDg 
such worth, would delibera'ely condesceDd to 
. such employment" or stoop· to be~ame the 'ob--
ject of it-under th, indecent· and ridiculous 
pretences of ascertaining his'8ex, ·and that Ie . 
has no r..;.inerals or metals aboutbim'! Fcpr YDu 

. must know, that it is of w.ondei'ful import,. io' 
'th~ sublime science of Free :i,asonry, !pat 
there should be neither iron nor lead, .brass. -
nor copper, pewter nor tin, silver nor gold, 

-(always saving the fee of initiation) ill the 
,waistcoat or britches pocket; the purse or the 
pouch of the noviciate-who is prepared in part 
by this sublime operation, to receive the frater .. 
nal grip of a set of mnn, of whom he perceives 
at a glance, from the business in ~hich they are 
engaged, that it is difficult to determine. whether 
they are the most fools or knaves; whether they 

, have lost their sens~s a~d, their integrity, and 
their self.respect, or whethe.r'1hey ever had any 
ef either to boast of: nor is this all: he must 
be leU blind-fold, ',with a rope about his neck, ' 
and half if not quite naked, round th,e room in 
which the initiation is consummated: and must 
submit, in the course of the, "awful and sub· 
lime" ceremonies through which he is hurried 
'to still more humiliating 'and'degrading treat
ment 1 He must submit to be knocked down (a 

- sham blow and fall) suffer a mimic death,bave 
his body hid away, and finally· found again (all 
sham and mummery) by a sei ,of.weak and silly 
men, bating the knaves that make, ~oodles of 

. them, who have been led to believe, that in all 
, this co~temptible stage-trick and mummery there 

t ..is, s9rnething of ancieDt' sci~llCe, and . wigdo~ ! 
H()w degrading, after being t1)88 stripped, blind-
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fitlded, haltered, and made a noodle of, to be 
aadted by some knate or blockhead, what you 
are most in want oft-and whilst )ike a wretch· 
ed ninny as you are, for the . ..time being, you are 

- puzzling your b~ain to make out a reply, to 
have another of the motley nocturnal crew, 
whisper in your ear, that you must ask for 

. u more light !" when Milton'~ "darkness 'Dili
ble," and worse than Bedlam's folly ineffable, 
are all that you have seen, or are Jikely to see, 
in the science of the forms and ceremonies of 
the assinine conc1uc by whom you are sur· 
rounded; and who are chuck1ing at the idea, 
that they have made you 8S silly and-contempti
ble as themselves, and have got your money, 
of which you will never know what becomes of 
it, although you hue got nothing for it but 

-quackery on the one hand and lelf-degradation 
on the other! W hat, for one more eJample, 
would you. think of your/ielves, if silly enough, 
.not only to be stripped like a malefactor, going 
to be whipped at the post or the cart's tail; but 
in thisd~graded condition, to be ohligedto wa1k 
round a room, at the pleasure ()f a group of 
.knaves or noodles, or both, with a polished mar~ 
hIe stone, shaped like the key-stone of an arch, 
ef considerable weight, and oiled, in order to 
make it the harder to hold; to be ob1iged, )'say, 
to take this stODe by the small end, and more 
slippery than an eel, as it is purpose1y rendered, 
to carry it between the thumb and fingers of 
your right hand, in a suspended or vertical posi
tion, on pain, if you let it fall, of having a sword 
0r dagger run into you !* And when these im
postors, and ignoramussus, who thus sport with 
yenr periOD and your feelings,- have lubjecte~ 

I _ .' 

_~ '. • an c\f,cHD, Note 7. 
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you to this parnful as well as dittraceful pro
ceeding, until y~ur hllndaJtd fing.s become 
stiiF, and your arm nearly .... ad1 to fall frQm its 
socket; they will, with a laugb and a arin, pe
culiar to Buch 'lnimlls, relieve you from the i.s:,
noble dilemma; but only to .,y your patien., 
and prove their own~ as well ¥ your folly, 10 
some othef.."Cqually degrading and ridiculo. 
operation. Wha& I have here hinted at, is but 
as OD€' to a hundred, of all the llUmiliating,seij
degrading mummery, through which you lIlust 
pass, if you be weak enough, through a vain 
and idle curiosity, to aim at fellowship and com'
munion 'with the gullors and the gullees-dae 
deceptive hearts and the dumpling heads-w~o 
usually constitute 11 lodge of " frEW and 8Ccept~ 
ed masons !" ' 

What right have you thus to de~rnd8 your
selves? Did YOlfr Creator bestow upon 1011 • 
majestic and upright form, stamp you with hie 
own celestial image, eedQw you with inteltect
ual as well as physical strength and beauty. 
and breathe into you the spirit of immortality
that you should ungratefully forget the ~ource oC 
·all these gifts and graces, and suffer yo"rselves 
to he treated, as though you were on a level with 
the meoest reptile that creeps in the dust, 01· 

hideD itself in .the caverns of the earth! Shame~ 
Shante! where is thy blush ! And how COD

temptible, in your own .timation, if possessed 
.f a' spark of real honor and sensibility, must 
you feel, after submitting to be thus degraded, 
under the vain pretence of finding light, where 
there is D8ughtbutdarkness-ofwisdo., where 
there is D8ught but folly-of truth, where there 
ja D80fht but fable, fiction anti ,{alaehoo4-of 
'6 
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scicnco~ wh. there is naught Sut, quackery
of virtue, tJvhere !here is mu~ht but vice-of 
rcligien, where 'the~' is naught but idolatory: if 
not 8t~sm and infitlelity. The SUN was pro

. bably'lie original·objeet 0" Masonic worship ;* .t in modern times while they have generally 
pretended to believe in one God, many, if not 
~ost of them, have had no faith at all. It was 
from the tlark recesse~ of Masonry that ATHE.M stalked abraad to blast the morals of the 
Frlnch nation; and from thence emanated, 
decked in the robes of infamy and poll4tion, 
the GODDE~S OF REA~ON, fall'3ely so called, 
to contaminate their faith, and prostrate their 
holy altars, at' the shriuesof impiety, anarchy 
an" oonfusi.! It'' was then that l?lasphemy ut
tered her cries in the streets of Paris; it was 
then that tI'e murderer's arm was bared for the 
"'or~ of bloc)d; and that sai[}~snd p~trjots, he
roes and sages, alike were made to perish under 
thetstr9-ke of t.he guiUotine, or fall behind the 
bars and the bolts of the dungeon,. by the hands 
of such midnight a8sa8sins as took the life of 
William Morgan! Yes, ROBES~TERRE, and DAN

TON, LEGENDRE and MARA'f, were the wretche8, 
who ministered at the dark altars of the self
styled Illuminati-alias Ma.llollit Fraten~ity
of France;-as SMITH aad WHITNEY, nnd LA'V
SON Rnd HOWARD, and GILLIS' and ScotIEI,D, 
have been the HIGn PalEsTs of INIQUITY, who 
have either directed or performed the bloody_ 
rites, at Niagara, of which the brave, honest and 
~nfortunate MORGAN was the victim,'ancl the 
tl);tl11 d~tructioD ef our constitutitmal liberties 
(he obj'Cet. ,-

/ 
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. Tbat you run the ris·k of becoming drunk
ards, and thus losing the esteem and respect 
of society,.and sinking into a hapless ana. de-. 
graded state of vagr.ancy, by joining free nta
sCnI,ry. is clear from the character lately give& 
of masonic lod ges by Ii learned and virtuous 
member of the .\'1edical rSocie~ies 9f Glasg'tffl, 
in Scotland, a country whichhasJong been c.
sed with the arts and wiles, the Immorality and 
corruption of the Order; for it is the Scotch 
rite which now claims to be the old,est, and. the 
followers' of which are Ilt this moment at war, 
in Mexico, with the followers of-the York rite, 
\vhich lately found its way thither. This YO'rk 
.,.ite, is derived from the Grand Lodge of New·· 
York; it was introduced into \1exico,probably, 
by two of)Vlorgan's murderers, who are sa~d to 
have fled thither, and who bore it with them, I 
presume, as proper missionarietlfrom. the Grayd 
Lodge! But be this as it may, the learned Pro
fessor, fo whom I have alluded, assures us, and 
I can vo~h for ~e truth of his assertion, 'that 
masonic ,lodges arc the genuine acadYlDies of 
tippling." You cannot for a moment doubtthe 
truth of this, when you reflect that most, if not 
all of om· lodges, are held in taverns or hotels; 
and whenever they meet, the Landlord is called 
upon to furnish hot suppers, and in winter ahun·· 
dance of hot as well as cold liquors. The bot
tle circulates free1y; and the liquid poison is 
poured into the veins, to inflame the blood, a04 
distract the brains of the yOWlg as well ·as. old 
noodlest/-who take. much more delight in ·goiag 
"from labour to.refreshment,"\tnaB they do i, 
returning" fromrefreshmenUo. labour." The 
tippler: the drunkawf, yOti hardly netdjte *OJt,40 

• 
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is of all others the character who loses, beyond 
redemption,. the esteem and respect of manki.nd; 
anq h~les8 and wretched, indt>ed, is the youth, 

'or tlte aged man, who has surrendered himself 
¥ictim at' the shrine of the bottle. This is th~ 
extreme of ·moral degradation. If then you 
would shun ft.vice, so eminently calculated to ru
in JOtJ, both in ¥our temporal and eternal state.; 
you must.shun the" genuine academies" of Sa
tan, the dark conclavesofmasonry, in which that 
vice n"ever fails, more or less, . to be taught.
Would God, I could add, that this is the only 
voice, the infection of which is to be caught in 
those sinks of in,iquity and corruption. But 
when I recollect how often, and with what reluc
tance, though a thoughtless young man, I listen
ed to the .;oarse and obilcene jest, the, bawdy 
and blasphemous song; anlf how often I retired, 
in ~isgust, from those nocturnal drgies, in whicb 

. vice and obscenity laughed virtue and· modesty 
outof countenance; and even the holy script
ures were made the theme or sowce of ,oe~asti
cal rhy~ and sacrilegious ribaldry*: when I 
recollect these things, which are still fresh in my 
memory, lind at the same time feel within me 

~ the workings of a father's heart, I shudder at the 
id~a of· beholding any generous and virtuous 
youth, going, like a lamb to the slaughter, to poi
son the virgin purity of his mind,. and blunt the 
noble sensibilities of his oature, in a dark and 
seeret conclave.; where the melancholy and de
gradill&' contrast i8' exhibited, of men who pass 
in the world for gentlemen and christia., min
glng with bacchanalians and blasphemers, 
clrunkards and debauchees, sharpers and black-
1., buUtes"tlnd blaek-guarde! 

• See Appendix, Note 9. • 
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This is indeed a portrait of deformity-bnt i~ 
is a true likeness of Free Masonry thirty-two 
years ago: And although I have not, since that 
period, been personally conversant or acquaint
ed,with it;* yet frolR recent occurrences I ieat: 
~8t if it has not degenerated, neither has it im
proved. Honest men and gentlemen there are. 
no dou~, who bear the diplomas of the Order, 
and who are not willing, at pr*llt, and thia is 
very much to their credit, that the world 8houli 
know it. Some such, here and there, may 
still be willing publicly to :ickllowledge 'their feL
low-ship .with the craft: . But these, altogether, 
bear but aamail proportion to the knaves __ 
hypocrites, who join ,it from ambitious or merce
Dary motives; and the, fools who are led into it, 
with a halter, or "cable tow" (as they call it) a
bout their necks, the appropriate emblem of their 
degraded conditiPn; and who, whether they seek 
them Ol' not, are sure to find" tll,eir fa tIter', .as.
. seB," if they npver found them before, so soon as 
they get within the four walls, and measure the 
length,~d try the strength of their" cable tow!~ 
It is to be I'ecollected here, too, that the pious, 
virtuous, sensible arid gentlemanly members of 
the Order, almost invariably keep.themselyes II 
loof from jle Lod. Rooms, having become (as 
all pious, sensihfe, virtuous, aRt! disinterested 
men do Qecome) dWgusted with the livery of an 
Institution, whiGh they have found, on a tho
rough . a~quaintance. to be utterly worthle!ls 
excepting to those who specu,la41, and live upoit 
it, as I shall s}w)w beforel close this ~dr.8s •.. 

'fair every man who enters fully into the 
. views, the rites, all6l the rules,· or laws. ~f .e 

• See AppenclilljJ.lioee e.· 
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Order (princi pIes it hOB llone, as I shan clearly 
sh"ow) 'betrays more or less the rights and liber
ties of ~hi8 country, -is evident from many con.... _ 
siderations, a few of which [shall brieffy refer ' 
to. • When we talk of onr attachment to equal 
laws, -if we nre sincere in what we say, we mean I 

taws not only equal in theory; but which in 
pr~tiee operate equally upon. and for tlte bene
fit II' all ; whidL secure equal _ assessments in 
tnxatioD;'impartial.tustice in civil suits between 
manana man; and elective suffrage at the 
polls, unbiassed, by any other considerations, 
than the -relative or tom-parative virtues and 
tdrents of the candidates. To compass ail these 
bigh and important objects, jn a republican 
government, what is the duty of every citizen T ' 
Is it not to guard himself sedulous1y against all 
combinations, or associations, that shall in any 
tespeetcurtail the free and unlimited exercise· 
of. his reason; that shall excite in his breast 
passions, and prejudic;es, and partialities, in
compatible with the exercise of a sound discre
tion for the public good; that sHttll ,on.tract his 
views from embracing the welfare of the public 
Ii Inr~e, to that or- Dr few, a . sect, or a party i 
and those perhaps far from beIng the best por
tion of the cornmunity t l'h~ ansftr to this 
question is obvious. How then c~n those who 
enter into a secret eOliclu~, and there pledge 
themselves to go all lengtbs, and on all OCCIl

lions, to serve Ilnd promote eacb otber's inter
ests ; \V~ ther&1'rofess their attaohment to this 
SECRET INSTITUTION, or ~ONCL.A VE,;. 
its hlWS arid ordinanoes, and to its members 

,coftootrttcly and mdividuaUr,forming: with. them 
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a chain of artificial. friendship, connected by 
, oaths, the promises and the penalties of which, 
are at war with all their obligation. to God
and their country; how can they, I ask yoo, 
who are thus trammelled, thus ~ound by the 
fetters of a secret combination, go forth as as· 
sessors, as jurors, 8S ministers of justice, as 
electors, as law-gi,et's, prepared to exercise 
thase high and important .rlHlts, those vital 
functions of a free gov.ernment;-. faithfully and: 
impartially, in the spirit of patriotisDl, equity 
and justice t.. • 

History is full of proof,' that whenever and~ 
lvherever men have become firmly connecte., 
sects or parties,either religious or political. that 
their attachment to their sect o.r party, has. ex
pelled from their breas-ts that divine spirit of 
universal charity and bl(nevolence, winch the 
Redeemer of mankind taught. his disciples;. 
and which every true Christian is bound to 
cherish. If then ordinary sects or parties, in 
pursuit of a common object, which ia not con
cealed by any flark mantle. but well .known to· 
the Piblic at large t and the members of which 
sects or parties are .bound by nothing more 
thaD a mere ·espTit du corps; are 80 apt to lose. 
sight of -dleir· obligations to their country and 
mankind, in their blind attachment to their 8ec· 

.- tarian or party view~;- how much'more aomust 
Ihemembers of an Order, who to the 8arne 
'aprit du cO'l'ps, add the excitement, the atta. 

_ mfUlt, the partialities,. the prejudioes in fayout 
6)( each. other, which grow' out of their· petulin. 
~cret and~ mysterious rit-es and ties, the force 
fJf oaths die· most horrible, the mos& Sf • ., ... 
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sulting to tb.6 moral sense of mankind, 6S well. . 
as repugnant to the Divine and Civil Laws. 

Before I condude, on this bead, it is ipcum
bent upon me to prove the incompatibility of 
the masonic obligations. with those which every 
citizen owes to the statc. ' 

,Whether the doctrine of expatriation be well 
founded or not, it is certain that every chizen 
owes- faithful aUegtJRnce to the laws and constio:: 
tutions of his 'country, so long as he enjoys 
their protection. How, then, S}8n allY citizen, 
who duly reflects UpOll his civic obligations, 
and means to preserve them inviplate, go into 
allllasonic lodge. Qnd there swear as follows :-

- Furthermore do 1 promise and· sweail', tha~ 
I tbill support the constitution Df . the Grand. 
Lodge of th~ United Sta"U4, and of the Grana· 
Lodge of this State, under which this Lodge . 
. -is heldt and conform to all the bye-laws, rules 
and regulations of this 0'1° any olher Lodge, of 
uM,ch I may st a'lty time hereafter bec:om6 a. 
1ner.gber. ' 

Can any thing be more' irraflional, more re
pugnant to tbe moral sense of an honest man· 
and 6 good citizen, than this oath! fll\Jr it ~ 
musl be borne. in mind that tl}is is ·anoath of-
. initiation, at the time of taking whitb, the de
ponent is totally ignorant of the prescriptions 
of thoso'aoBStitutions and laws, which he swears
to support: he has not· read them; they have 
1)At. been read to him, nor' explained by· way of 
't-eclure, or i~· any other shape wh~soever: And. 
.' does he ·rushJ thus blindly, to 'he altar of.. 
darkneu and, delusion; and. swear to· support . 
. a4tlI\ ; .pnd Dot only. the constitutions and laws· 
. aTr_J made, 'ut thole whieh too!· be m~th5· 

\, 
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thereafter: And these constitutions and ,laws, , 
are those' of a private, liIecret association; Rnd 
yet "without any mental evasion, or equivoca
tion," without any reservation of his moral or 
religious obligations, or the allegiance he owes 
to the paramount laws of his country, he swears 
roundly that he will support them, though they 
may, for aught that ,he knows, lead him to the 
commission of treason, murder, or any othel' 
felony! "Our armies swore terribly in Flan
ders," said Sterne'~ Toby; but with all theil' 
flippancy pnd proficiency in the art, Ire_a
sonr'!! could have taught them a lesSon they 
little dreamed of. 

The next obligation I shall quote, goes still 
further; for when the old Tempter ge~s his 
" cable-tow" about tfte neck of a subjeet, there 
is no kno" ing whither or to what he will lead 
him: And I have not the smallest doubt, that 
this obligation is the prolific source of mon
strous crimes and corruptions, among_those 
members of the order, in particulRr, who are 

,ignorant and vicious: this oath, indeed, is 'am
ply stlfficient to make an ignorant mRD a vicious 
man, to re'nder him the willing pander and in.:. 
strument of wickedness. . 

Furthermore, do I promise and swear, that 
a master mason's secretH, given to me in charge 
tJs such, and T knowing kim to be suck. shall re
mainas secure and inviolable in my breast as 
in his own, m'lWder and treason excepted,' .. ~ 
they left to my own election. 

If the oath, before quoted, was shocking te 
the moral sense of an honest man IfDd a patriot, 
how much more 80 is this t If that mighJ be 
catted a leap,i~ the darli. into the regionS of' 

a. 
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iniquity, this is an open ana undisguised oath of 
fealty to crime~ and criminals of the blackest -
hue-to forgers, counterfeiters,- pick-pockets, 
sharpers, thieves andhigh-way-men; toall sorts 
of criminals, in fact, but murderers and traitors: 
and although the right to conceal or expose these 
is -reserved by the, deponent, there is not much 
reason to believe that a thQUlugh-going devotee 
at the altars of JACHIN and BOAZ would ev.er ex
ercise it in the way of exposition; for the man 
who could conceal or harbor a thief, or a high-

- wayt'Obber, because he was a mas~ maSOD .. 

would find but little if any difficulty in stretching 
his conscience to embrace the traitor and the 
murderer.' I am, indeed, wen aware' that this 
embrace has been given, that this stretching of 
a masonic conscience has happened, because one' 
afthe murderers of Morgan, in his flight from 
justice, passed thtough' the city of Albany, nnd 
would have been arrested in it, if he had not 
been warned of his danger, and aided to escape, 
by one or more Royal Arch Masons! But let. 
the wretched out-law go where hemay,theghost 
of his-hapless victim will rise, ever and anOll, to 
his,view-and continually -!lgitated by the hor
rors of a guilty conscience, he may exclaim in 
.the language' of Milton: . 

Me, miserable! which way shall I fly. 
Infinite wrath,aud infinited8sJl8ir? 
Which way I fl:y is hell. myself Rm hell i 
And in the lowest depth. a lower deeJl 

., Still tbreatening to devour me. OfJell8 wide, 
To which the hell I 8ulferseerns a heaven! 

.. '1'0 return to the oath: Can any faithful cit
izen-deliberately take such an unlawful and wick
ed-oath, as I have here. transcribed, and know 
to hqe been take.n by every master mason!_ 

./ 
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And if once indisoreetly taken, througb youth 
and inexperience, or otherwise; is he notboand 
to renounce it in the tirst moment of calm re
flection, and throw off at once the restraints it 
impo~es1 Virtue, patriotism, morality and reli
gion, all answerin the affirmative, and die 90UIl

dest principles of law concur in the same rep •• 
In this opinion all writers on moral philosophy 
and jurisprudence are agreed, from the most ex
alted sages of Greece and Rome, down in point 
of time to the equJllly great and able ones of 
modern Europe and in~ant America: ofthe.mo
tIerns, G.tius, Puffendorf, Hutchinson, Paley, 
and indeed every. writer of any celebrity, all 
agree tbat unlawflll oaths are not binding;
but are H more honored in thE: breach than 
the observance." To quote the precise words 
f)f all of these writers is not necessary; as you 
can at any time satisfy your min& by referring to 
them yourselves: but as PALEY is considered as 
good authority as any of them, attend a moment 
to' what he says :-" Promises are not binding, 
where the prpmise is UN LA WFUL. There are 
two eases of this; one, where the unlawfulll8IBs 
is Imown to the parties, at the time of making 
the promise;, as where an assassin promises his 
employer to dispatch his rival or his enemy; a. 
servant to betray his master; a pimp to procure 
a mistress; • friend ~o give his assistance in 
a scheme l)f seduction. The parties in these 
eases are not obliged to perform what the pro
mise requires, ~ecause they were :under a prior 
.bligation to the contrary. From which prior 
4)bligation what is there to dilS~harge them ~ 
tlt-eir promise-their own act and deed-but an ' 
obligation, from which a man can discharge 
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'himself, by his ow·n act, is no obligation at all. 
The' #uilt, therefore, of such promises, lies in the 
making, Rot ita tAe breaki~g tkem; and' if, in 
the interval betwixt the promise anti the per· 
. formance, a man 80 far recovers his reflection, 
as to repent of his engagements"he ought cer~ 

. 'Illnly to break through them." , 
Mr. PALEY, who is one of the most able and 

most justly celebrated of British Divines and 
Philosophere. has in the passage I have quoted . 
conduflively I!Ihown that masonic oaths are not 
binding, because of tke rrior obligation to tile 
contrary, which every citizen owes tb his coun 4 

try, its constitution and laws; to say nothing of 
his duty to God. But in my humble opinion 
to say that the oaths in question are nugatory 
in con8equence of a prior and, if you please, 8. 

higher obligation, is not saying enough: For 
to swear to c(mceal the crime~ of ~ny man, or 
set of men, must be and is a crime a8 high at . 
least as a misdemeanor, or there is no such 
thing U8 reason, much less the "perfection of 
leason," (88 Blackstone says,) in the Jaw: But 
ft) abide by that oath, when occasion requires or 
calls for it, 18 to become, to all intents and . 
purposes, in a strict legAl sense, acce!!lsary to 
such crime!!!, and jUt~tly liable to the punishment 
G€creed for them by the legislature, or pre· 
scribed by the Common Law • 

When we contemplate, for Ii moment, tbe 
oath before us" we need no longer to wonder, 
or feel the least surprise, that 80 many crimina{ 
ma.'1oll8 have heretofore eluded justice; that .. 
many have' been able to fly effectually from the 
Jeacb of legal process; that so many, on a.a~, 
viction, hale been punishetl so leniently til 
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... arioos times ; and that so many, who have 
been sentenced to an adequatepunillhment, 
have found the meanei'of obtaining parden, and 
emerging from confinement, without any thing 
like 'a due expiation of their crimes ! We no 
longer wonder, that a wretch like'STEPHF.N Aa
NOL~, a schoolmaster' of Otsego county, afaer 
being sentenced to death for the murder of an 
unoffendingand i~nocent little girl-one of tho 
most cruel and atrocious pri~ate murders ever 
committed in this or any other country-found 
a ho§t of jret'masons so ready to step foma. 
in his behalf; an<l a masonic legislature-likl,) 
that with which we arc now blest, and which , 
has refused its ai(1 to' bring the murderers of 
Morpn to light-ready to mitigato his punish-

, ment from death on the gallows, to confinement 
in the State Priso,l, for fourteen years, or fOl· 
Hfe; and where he died in a short time aftel': 
or I doubt not masonic sympathy for a masonic 
murderer would have procured his pardon. 

If the masonic oaths, or rather the, ~romis;-
80ry part of them, which I llave quoted, be 
destructive of fealty to ,the state; are they lilt 
equally or more so, of the principles of morali
ty and religion. If indeed the Bible be not a 
forgery, and Christianity a fable, he who takes 
these oaths runs the most awful of all risks, 
that of being CRSt off' by his Creator, in the life 
to come: 4\nd especially when we connect witlt 
tho promises, the blasphemous and horrible 
penl\lties attached to theil' violation 1 These' 

. penalties t shall add, as they stand connected 
respectively with the several oaths of an Entered 
..tfptJTt·ntice, a jdlo'lD Craft, and a Master Ma-
lon. . 

4 
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ENTERED APPRENTICE.-" To all 
which, I do most solemnly and sincerely promise 
and sw}ar. without the least equivoeation, men
tal reservation, or self-evasion of mind' in me 
whatever, bindiQg myself under no less PEN
ALTY, than to ha'lJe my throat C'ltt across, my 
~'Uetorn out by the roots, and my body bu
rUd'ip tlie rough :lands of the sea, at low water 
mark. where the tide ebbs andjiows twice in twen
t;y-jo'l.tr h.ours: so help me God, and keep me 
stedfast in the due performance of the same." 
F~LLOW-CRAFT.-" To all which," &c. 

[as above] "binding myself under no less PE
NALTX, than to na'lJe'flty breast torn opcn;a1Ul 
my heart and vitals taken from tltcnce, and 
th~fwn over my lift. shoulder, and carried into 
the valley of Jchosaphat, there to become.a pre.y 
to tAe wild beasts of t1lefield, and v'llit'Ures of "6 air, if ever 1 should prove wilfully guilty 
oj' 'Diolat'ing any part of tltis my solemn oath, 
or obligation 0/ afel/ow-craft m.ason; so help 
me Go~ and k.eep me steadfast in the due per-
formance of the same" . 

.MASTER MASON.-Toall which~&c. [08_ 
.beTore] binding myself under no less PEN AL TY 
than to na'lJe mybodyse'lJeru.{ in two ill. themidst, 
tJ,M d'i'lJided t6 the Nortlt and South,my bowels. 
burnt to ashes i1~ tlte centre, and the a§ltes ~td
-Cered 'bifore thefou.r winds of heaven, Jilat there 
might not the lea.st t'I"ack or trace ~ remem·· 
lwance remain among men or "taSOns, of 80 

.·'Dik and p.erjureda wretch as 1 slwuld be, WtTD 

I e~tW'. to prO'DC wilfullyguilty of 'lJiofat~:ng a:IlY 
'Pa.rt of this, my solemn oath or obligation of a 
MaBter m·ason.:- so help me God, and. keep me 
stcadf~t in the due performance ef the same." 
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U these horrible oaths are not unlawful, and 
punishable as misdemeanors at least, then eve
ry man of common sen~e must perceive, that 
our laws are extremely defective; and it is high 
time the attention of the Legislature was be
stowed upon the subject. But I maintain that 
these obligations do fairly render _all who admi
nister, or take them, liable to indictment and 
conviction for misdemeanor, if -not felony
(constructive felony they certainly are, by the 
soundest rules of construction )*-and should any 
complaint be made to a grand jury against any 
officer or officers, member or members, of any 
masonic lodge, for administering or receiving 
these oaths, they would be obliged, by theil' 
I/Pths as J11,rOrS, to indict the offenders. _ 

I will fortify this position by reference to 
a period of hil3tory. in which a similar. if' net 
the same, question in all its bearings, became 
the foundation of a Neries of statutes, framed 
by our British Ancestors, to protect their civil 
and political rights.· -

An Imperi'ltm in Imper-io-in plain English, 
an Empire within an Empire, or a governmedt 
witbin a government-is not to be tolerated, ne
ver can be safely tolerated, by any sovereignty 
or people. But the Institution, whose oaths) 
and obligations, or laws, are contl·a(lic~ory, and 
in defiance of the municipal laws of the land. 
is an Imperium in Impe'tio, to all intents and 
purposes: such isthe Masonic In~titution: Ane 
it was to prevent such an independent and dan
gerous exercise of power within t.he realm of 
England, that the 8tntute8 of Praemunire were 
called into existence. The, were intended to 
lBuppress the CiN/. Power of the p~pa, ovet-his 

• flee Appe"db, N!te 11. 
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. adherents within the Empire; although the Ro
man Catholics had no secret assembliesl nC'F 

. secret ties or rites, or mysteries of any kind, 
calling upon them. expressly or by implication, 
or in any other shape, to conceal the crimes 0" 
each other agaim;t the assumed civil authority 
of the Pope, or the legitimate oivil supremacy 
of the British constitution and constituted BU-

. thoritips. . . 
The struggle between the Pope and the gov· 

ernment, for the exercise of civil power, precise
ly such as litiS been claimed and exercised by 
the Free Masons, in Morgan's ~ase, so far as 
that caNe goes, agitated the British" empire 
through a" number of ~uccessive reigns, and 
produced th.e most serious, injuries to the peac~ 
and tranquillity of too nation. Either in a civR' 
Ot ecclesiastical shape it kept the government 
in constant broils, 8n~ consequent terror and 
alarm, from the reign of Henry I. if no earlier, 
down to t~at of Henry VIII. So far was this 
ImplJf"ium in Imperio car,riHd at one time, that 
Pope Innocent III. demandf'd of John the re· 
fijgnati(m of his kingdom, as St. Peter's Pafri· 
mony! and this extravagant demand \"fas ac· 
~eded tO~8nd the pUliillan~mous "Monarch 
re·accepted" his sceptre from the hands of the 
Papal Legate,to holtl as the vassal of the Holy 
See, at the annual r-ent of a thousand marks :'t 
And I venture to predict, that our government 
Jl,ill yet be called upon· by the Grand Kings, 
I"nd Grand High Priests of the Holy OriUr of 
Bt. John of Jerusalem, to submit to similar 
outrages, if they be not checked in their career •. 
Mot to re~urn.. AW!ough his predecessors had 
tamqly ~u~m~tted to the Pop!sh i'mpenum In 

• 
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wtptrlO, Edward t. had the patriotism and the 
spirit to make' a bold~ and to a great extenf, 
effectual resistance. He'treated with contempt 
and ridicule all Papal bulls and proces8es. He 
aimed the axe at the root of the evit He exe .. · 
euted one of his subjects, as a tr&itor, for hav-' 
ing obtained a bull of excommunic~ti(Jll against 
another; pretty much such a bull as .as latell 
issued by a masonic lodge against Mr. Hollise 
ter:* And finally, in the thirty-fifth year of his 
reign, was made the first. Statute against this 
Cuckoo 80rt of intrusion or interference with 
the civil law~ and' rights of tfle PGltple; and' 
which formed the foundation of aU the subse
quent statutes of Phz-mu,nirr.. Although the 
struggle was still- carried on; yet the. Pope Wag 
'Worsted from time to time, till he waS' obligetl 
tOWlurrender altogether his claims to' civil' pow. 
er; nod finallPto that of' ec.:iesiastic.al. Tile 
memory of Edward I. should never be oblite· 
rated from the minds of Englishmen. He was 
justly called the founder as well as restorer .r· 

- their laws: And notwithstanding Popish ;8'4'" 
premaC'lj had acquired a more dangerous in ... 
ifuence, if possible, over the minds of a vast 
portion of the people, than Mascmic SupremacJ' 
bas as yet acquired among us; .. yet (in thO'; 
language of Blackstone) it vanished into Doth·'· 
ing, when the eyes of the fl'Jople were a little
epened, and they set themselves with vigour to' 
'i)ppose it. So vain' and ridiculous is the at,\' 
lempt tu live in society wit~out acknowledging' 
~e,obligation, which it lays us under-; and to' 
effect an'entire independence of that civir8ta~ 
whish prCiltects Us in all our' rights. and gives' . . 

• See' -eoea. lIOca ~ *4' -If 
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us every other liberty; tkat only ezceptea of" 
dupiling the ,ltJ'UJB of the community." 

Thus we see, my young countrymen, that the 
TlAJlA was defea~e~ in its attempts to keep up
a. government WlthlD a government-a Papal . 
Law, in ogposition to the Municipal L~w of the 
land-by our British ancestors; and let us, their' 
posterity, take care that the Masonic Law shall 
Dot triumph oYer our Municipal Law, by which· 
I mean bere the whole system of constitutional 
liberty, w.hich was purchased for us by the' 
blood of oW" fatbers,: And"this brings me back. 
once more to the Masonic Oaths. 

These oaths, which bind those who take .them 
to keep the l'Iecrets of masonry, right or wrong; 
at'& 'lot o"nly unlawful, and therefore 'Void ab· 
,initio (from the beginningl as the law has i\;. 
but I go further, and by fair construction, be- ' 
lieve thenl to be not merely mala prohibita
acts of which human policy or expedrency only 
dep1ands the prohibition-but mala in Be-acts 
wicIied in themselves, and before the existence 
of social compacts, being determined so by the' 
laws of God: For if it be a thing ~icked in it
s~lf to murder a fellow-creature; ,then it must 
be so to administer or take an oath-whether 
it be extra-judicial and unlawful or not-with 
lhe.penalty of de~h annexed to the breach of 
j~; and on the part of those who take and 
break it, to submit quietly to be murdered. 
No duly constituted civil power can, have the 
right to acdministersuch an oath, much leu 
4ny pri",ate secret association. It is destruc
tive of all the elements of socilll existence, in
sulting to die mornl sense pC mankind, and to 
the purity, benevolence and mercy of HIM' who 
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ereafed us. A way, then, for ever, with this hor;.. 
rible notion, this moral, and political, if" nol re
ligious heresy, that a Free Mason, or any other 
man, has the right to set at defiance the Law 
of God-THou SHALT NOT COMMtT MURDER-by. 
contracting away his life, and thu!!! voluntarily 
consigning his· soul to eternal perdition, and· 
1Unging fro!ll him (so far as bis own act .joes) 
the all-graCIOus atonement of the Redeemer! 

But enough, for the present, of the unlawful,. 
},arbarous and blasphemous oaths, which grace . 
the code of ,the- " most ancient and honoul"O.blc 
fraternity," of which hea¥n t,r earth can boast, 
if we believe the vain-glorious arid fool-hardy 
assertions of its inflated holiday trumpetors. 

I have thus shown sufficient, I presume, t~ 
satisfy you, at least all of-you who possess nrtue
and good sense, that you cannot enter into the 
Masonic Association, with06t incurring the risk 
of life, if conscience should afterwards prompt. 
you to perform· y.our duty fe~rlessly as men and 
citizens-without violating that self-respect 
which is one of tJle brightest geIDf in the hu
man character, so lo-ng as it does.llot degene
l'ate into vanity and false pride-without incut.
ring the risk of losing the respect and e8te~m 

;t of society, by a course of di&sipation-without 
betraying the rights and liberties of your Qotin
try, by contracting obligations which destroy 
your fealty to her civil and political lawS': And 
finally, that you cannot hold fellowship with . 
Free Masonry, unless the Bible· be a forgery 
and Cfuistianity a fable, without violating your -
doty to your Divine CreatQr and: Redeemer. 

For all thelle sacrifices, which you must 
make, if you join tbe Order in earaeet,and 
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zealously adhere to it, what adequate r.eturn 
can Free Masonry make to you r t answer, not 
any-4not the shadow of a return. She can af
ford you no rational entertainment in her dark 
retreats; no new principles of science; no food 

,for ,the mind, or the soul, in her ridiculous mys
teries. Science of her own she has none. All 
her lights are borrowed. What she pretends 
to hi~ from the world in her dark conclaves, 
is not worth lifting the veil to come at, cspe
,cially when she calls .on you to loosrn your 
purse-strings, and squander your money for 
every peep you take at' her Tush-light " under 
a lndhel.'" What her trumpetors, her orators, 
from those who are die most exalted in talent, ~ 
~own to the wild'est fanatical, or the meanest 
hireling scribbler. who has wielded his pen in 
justification· of her murder~us career: what 

, these, I say, f4ave avowed' as her principles, are 
DO more her property than they are Y-Our8 or 
mine. She stble them from the Mosaic code, 
tlte pages of the Patriarchs and ,the Prophets-
from the Persian su..,..'worshippers; from the 
heathen arid f'agan Philosoph'; and the Chris
tian Revelation! And how she has acted' up to 
them, let her 'midnight revels and debaucheries, 
anar the graves. of h~r murdered victims an- , 
S"'.! We can follow her example, if base 
.enough to claim what is not our own, and steal 
and borrow from the same sources, without 
GOnfessing the crime, or acknowledging the 
.bligatibn. So far indeed from being her own, 
she hfts not even the second-hand merit of' pre-
. sening them in their original purity aneT !ub
liPlity. ~'hey have (Med in her halltf.CJ as the 

.. ,.;. 
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brightest gem of Golconda wQuld fare ill flJe 
soiled hand, the dusky grasp of a son of Vulcan. 

The universal and sublime principles ofcha
I"ity and benevolence whieh Plato,. as well as 
Paul, enforced at Athens, she Ii mits and contracts 
to t!pse only who have beeo'lftught in her sci
entific retreats the grand opvration of drawing 
the right hand acrOli$s the tip of the chin, ana 
giving the pass-grip n·t the doors of her temples 
of darkness and delu!'1ion. As her benevolence 
is stinted to her own house-hold, and her chari
ty beg.ins at home; so· is her chastity of .e 
some pure and immaculate description~ hence
her noviciates, whpn they appro8Ch her noctur
nal altars are sworn not to violate the tPerstflls 
of the wives or dlt~hters of. the mysl!ic broth
erhood. knowing them, to he the witJes or daugh
tersofthe said hrother/wod; but are left at full / 
liberty to seduce and corrupt, withQlltthe shield 
of any masonic tie for their pIOtflcti6>n, tac wives 
and daughters of any or 814 beyond the pale of 
this brotherhood: these are her mOgll 8nd iIt
tellectual beauties·! Her reli~ion. it .. needfess 
to speak of.-for she has non.e-:-she IleVef ltad 
30y. She can embrace, with eqWlI, .-61or, tht 
ttheist, the Dei~t, the di8citJles of the Arabi~ 
Impostor, olthe followers ofJoan~a SQUthcote. 
LUCIFER himself would filld.admittance to her 
honors, her rites and hf'r mysteries, if he ballot 
indeed the father of them, ifhe had but scrip OP 
silver in his purse, to pay the fees of initiation. 
Since, then, in her ~p_eculative.' IOOfal and intel
lectual science,.he can.afford J0q.nothing;w,orlh 
sptlndin~ your tim~ and your ~oney ftlr; sJlr~· 
1, vou wJlI not call upon her lO teacll YOIl tile 
operative or ilacJifal ose.t 'he ,q~8Ie allt! the. 
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~pass, tbe guage and the beviI: For of these 
again·she knows nothing more than their mere 
forms, which ISbe has learned from the hierogly
phics on her walls, or from seeing -them in the 
hands of those honest practical mechanics who 
know how to use them, without any t.hanks to 
her.eaching; and were she to attempt their 
practical application, she would cut the figure 
of the monkey which in a barber's shop had the 
temerity to attempt the handling of a razor se
eundem artem! I f, then,· my 'young country
m"n, for her speculative science, in its purity, 
you must go'o .\Iloses and the Prophets-to Da
vid and Solorrlbn-to Plato and Socrates-to 
Jems cerist and his Apostles: so, forthe prac
tical scieflce of masonry,you must call, not at 
her ~oor, but to that of some honest, industri-: 
ous and sensible brick-layer; to such a man' ~ 
you must get; in preference to any of her teach
ers, many of4Whoni, in any sense, are scarcely 
qualified f6r hod-meA, being as stupid as mules, 
and as fgn8rant as Hottentots. I profess no
classical ~ucation, or discipline.. Cast off an 
orp'l18n, w'ttl>out, parent to guide, or friend, or 
llenefactot, to aid me in commencing my care. 
"life, my youth Wfts devoted to manual labor; 
and my 8ubsequent iime has been full of busi
ness,cares,'Pleasu.sand perplexities: but witll 
a11 these disadvantages, I fear not to challenge 
~e fIlost learned clm.mpion of her cause, to show 
a single feature in her system, which is worth 
preserving, and- ( will sh,)w that it does not be-
10lig to her. tbnt "he is indebted for it to other 
sources than her-own prolifio invention or ge
nius; 8;nd finally,01ItAitt she has not, in anysense 
What~ver> the l~ast 'pretensioIi,o "e gratitude 
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Qf the mcehaDie, the respect Qf the plaiJosopber, 
or the veneration of the saint. 1'0 test the 
truth of what I here advance, 1 think I may 
safely trust to your own good sense, if you re
lIeet, for a moment, that the tree is known by its 
fruit; and will take the pains, whenever you see 
one of her. pageants, Of' processions, moving 
through the streets, to discriminate between the 
men of talents and intelligence who compose itt. 
and tbose who are stupid, illiterate, and igno
Fant; you will probably perceive that five out of 
six belong to the latter class: And if 'OU look 
again at thos~ who as Grand Masters, Grflll,d 
High Priests, and G-rand Kings, take thf! lead 
. in this courtly" pageantry, which she has intr«lu
ced among us ;. it ilS equal1y probable tat these 
Grand Pillars of a would-he Nobility (saving, 
perhaps, two or three cunning ~peculators) are 
as stupid, illiterate, and ignorant as their blind 
followj!rs: For would any man of sense, I ask
you, iii" a republican government, and especially 
a man friendly to such governqlent, mess hm.
self up and parade through the. strel3ts, witho'lt 
a blush, ill the paraphern:lliaofan Eastern Mo
nard" 1 Bui as these men, wita no pre~ensioRB ~ 
~o education, taste, or native genius, and who 
Lardly know, in the language of Shak.spea.re, 
.. a hawk f(om a handsaw," are the speeial favo
lites ofl this modern" whor. of Babylon," on 
whose. forehead is written MY~l'ER.Y; are 
g.lothed in her scarlet rollest have risen tfil) the 
highest degrees in he. mystic tpmples; and 
stand forth the avowed and oItdrnitted higw\es~ 
cignitaries, who wear h..:lr·otik.ial honors; does -
·)1 not fQllow, that her stience, und, her stcrllts 
most.be very like indeed te aU d~ of amaU 

. . 
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t'kingB," or a nighl or mist and darkness, thro' 
whi<.-h may be seen, "OW and then, a straggling 
and solitary ray of moon shine! 

Let her away, then, !Dy young countrymen, 
with her quackery, her trumpery, her fraud arid 
her falsehood, her trick nnd her tiI)seJ, to the 
dark caverns of the Druids, which I!Ihe inhabit~ 
ed, ere she landpd 011 our shores, t6 pollute our 
atmosphere with her moral 'contagion, corrupt 
our civil and political institutions, in~ult our 
earRwith her blasphe~ies, and stoi9 our soil 
with the'blood of innocence: A odlet me con
jUlie lifu, if yob wish for u~eful instruction, 
insteau of seeking for it at her dark altars, 
to repair to the real temples of w,isdom and 
virtue--tbe scientific schools, academies and 
colleges-the religious meeting houses, chur4 
ches, and chapels of your country. If from 
the former (the latter being free to all) any 'of 
you are excluded by yO'ur circumstljl)c. and 
conditiOn in life; then procure, if within' your 
reooh, an Addres" delivered at· the opening of 
tIE Apprentices Library, in Albany, Jan. 1st . 

. 1821. In that 1fotk is pointed out such a cours~ 
Qr study-for yoeth, not in circumstances to pay 
for learning, as will qualify anyone who pur
s~es it, with the aid of a good native mind, to 
mingle with eredit to himself in aRY society, 
however intelJigenfor refined, and to fill to ad
vantage,·at le¥t, jf not to shine, in any station 
to wltich hiB country mly call him. * 

In inuigination at leasf, I now hear you ask, 
i( Wee Maloftr!! be so worthleiB, why clid W ASH
INSTOl{ rank 'himself among its members !
The.answer is easy. It iI~ a pretence of the 01l
!tE.R, that iruever in~tes or solicits, any pers~ 

• See App_DIb, Not. 13. 
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directly or indirectly, to become a member: hut 
this I know to be false by my oWQ experience; 
a.nd I could multiply a thousand proofs of its 
falsehood, with very little difficulty, if I thought 
it imp,*ant to do so. WASHINGTON, therefore.: 
might have been seduced into it, as thousands 
have been to their ruin and regret. But if this 

. be not the fact, stm I am at no loss for an and • 
> sw:er, and a very conclusive one. though it re
dects no honor upon Free Masonry. WAsII

INGTON, like a t~usand other men, yea, tens of 
thousands, heard of an institution which vaunt
ingly inscribed MYSTERY on its portals; and 
which affected the knowledge of wonderful se
crets, calculated to make all *ose who shofttd 
possess them both the wiser and the better for 
the discovery. WASHINGTON, who was a ma
thematician bynature, aswell as a manofgen., 
waS' of course, more thap the generality of man
kind, in 'search after truth or wisdom; for the 
disciples of Euclid, and of Arphimedes, are of 
all others t.he most eager to come at conclu
sions founded literaUy and Slrictty on eXj'" 
ence. WashiHgton, therefore, in conformIty to 
that spirit of curiosity whicll is, na,1ural, in the 
first place, to aU the brighter part of our spe
cies, anlf henr.e is so predominant among wo-. 
men; but which in him existed with two-folcl 
force from his lova of lIlathematical sQience:' .. 
Washington, I say, under these impressiori.~ 
which are always irresistible, determined toe:t';' 
pi ore the mysteries, the hidden treasures of 
wisdom. which Free Masonry was supposed ·to 
passel3s. He did 80. But where is the evi~' 
dence that he learned anI' tiling usefnl, which~ 
he did not know before, and better knQw than' 
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he could learn it nt her altars. In her thread
bare remnants,. her hieroglyphica} fragments, ot· 
experimental or demonstrative science or art, 
could he who had ma~tered Euclid and Emer
son, find any hidden or concealed lightti And 
as to her speculative, or moral science, or prin
ciples (if speculation deserves in any shape the 
name of science,) could the sage who had fol-

. lowed Moses and the Prophets, and the Priests 
of Israel to the seats of the lawgiver, and the 
temples of the living God ; who~ in profane loret , 

had communed with Demosthenes and Cicero 
at the forum and in the senate; who@e mind " 
had commingled with the spirits of Socrates 
aDli of Plato, .ne.J:heir labours of the academic 
shades; whose intuitive genius had followeu 
Newton in his sublime theory of gravitation; 
LQQ.ke iiil his unparalle.Ied researches into the 
naMre of the humail intellect; and Bacon. tile' 
father of Modern Science, in the profounq, 
depths of his inducttve philosophy: And final
ly, could the Patriarch, as well as the Hm\) of 
11.0ul)try, who ~ad drank deep at the. Foun
tain Of Light, which emanated from the Divine 
l\lission. oftqe Redc¥mer of Mankind; for W Bsh
ington, to the valour of the hero, the virtue of the 
patriot;, and the wisdom of the sage, ad'fted the 
faith and .the graces of the Christian; and was not 

• ashamed, with a)) his ililperishablc gIOl'Y, to take 
up the cross, and bear it meekly in the presen~e of 

. hi~count1'Jand his God-. could such a man ,I ask, 
th,Us gifted, thus endowed, both by nature and 
ed~catioJl-could he, the phristian Philosopher, 
the. profound scholar, the great naturalist, the 
de~i~ed Father qf-lVs Country, find a solitary 
rUl ~,spring, at. which. to aUsT much less to 
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slake his thirst· for improv(;ment, in the scien
tific and moral deserts whiQh comprise the 
domains of Free Masonry t I boldly answer, 
NO; he cf)uld not; he did not. And did 
'Vashington ever bend his mind' upon Free 
Masonry, after he had been permitted, for a 
price, to lift the veil which concealed her" a'll1-

. .rul and. sublime mysteries," as they nrc styled 
by some of her -noodle-headed holiday trum
peters? To this again, I boldly answer, NO. 
~.rhe gravity of his character; tlie calm nnd 
sedate wisdom that sat upon his brow; the 
dignity of soul which had placed him at the 
head of a Republic, and the love of truth, which 
had ever been his ruling passion, at once and 
fore~e ... forbade b-im to seek any further inter-

. course with the disciples of the ORDER, as such, 
or to continue his devotions at -their altars of, -
ignorance, quackery and imposture. I will ven
ture to assert, that GEORGE WASHINGTON, after 
his initiation,. never entered a Lodge Room with. 
any other view than that of mere social intel'
course, or common-place court-esy: nor do I 
believe, that he ever entered it with' these views 
ten times in the course of his long aad invalll" 
able life. Masonic Editors, and Masonic Om
tors, boast of his fellowship with the fraternity, 
and give, as a proof of it, the polite reply which 
he once made to an address from a .lodge. 
The address was one of these common-place _ 
aJl'airs, which happen ahnost every day; and 
the answer was of course such as a. well
bred man, and especially a' benevolent man, 

- would always give on a similar occasion. 
The laws()f Free Masonry had not at that 

. time compelled the murder of MORGAN; nor 
had her other midnight murders of SMITH and 
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MURDOCK been brought to light.* I will vouch 
for it, that were that immortal sage, hero, patriot 
Bnd christian, now among us, he would blush to 
the cheek bone, to be seen elothed in the trappings 
of the usurping and blood-stained OR ORR. I 
doubt, indeed, whether he ever was' seen clothed 

, in those trappings. The native dignity of his 
sou~ revolted at all unmeaning, frivolous an d 
contemptible pageantry; and his philosophic 
mind, his enviable, lofty and Mublime geniUl~, 
soared as far above all the petty and the paltry 
science, the stolen and disjointed fragments, or 
gingerbread work, of speculative Masonry, as 
the majestic eagle of our clime, soars beyond 
all meaner' birds:, Yes, I repeat it, as the flight 
of the eagle is to thllt of the titmouse or the 
spa\"row, was the soul of George Washington 
above the pretended secret science, and the ful-

• some, degrading, and mysterious rites of Free 
Masonry! . 

But still more effectually to. deprive Free 
Masonry of the support she deri-ves from the 
name of WASHINGTON, I shall rrow turn that 
j~stly venerated name directly against her '; 
and for this purpose it is only necessary, to 

. refer to the farewell address of the Father of 
his Country. IQ a former work of mine I !)laid 
_IC whenever posterity shall be so lost, as to. 
forget the virtues of those times, Ilnd degene
rate into slaves,. the Legacy of Washington 
will prove the torch that shaH light them to the 
tOlllbs of their fathers, and the temples of liber
ty." But little did I. think, when thus express
ing myself, that 'without waiting for posterity. 
it would, in my own day, becoms my own la-

• See Appeodix, Note 18. 
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bour, and my sacred duty, to hold up tbat work, 
as a beacon to my young countrymen, to warn 
them from the paths of perdition, the nocturnal 
conclaves of licentiousness and corruption; 
whence I venture to predict will yet emerge, 
clothed in -the robes, and wearing the sword 
of royalty, the fir1'lt USURPER, whoever he may 
be, that shall trample our lifierties in the dust, 
and erect a throne upon their ruins. Such, at. 
least, will be .the event, jf~he people do not 
take time by t}te forelock, and provide an ef
fectual constitutional remedy, o~ preventative: 
this, in my humble opinion, would be -best 
effected, by amending our constitutions, both 
state and federal, so that no man should be, 
allowed to hold any office of honour or profit, 
under them, who would not, in assuming the 
duties of it, swear to and subscribe a declara
tion-in addition to the oath or oaths now in 
use-that he was not then a MEMBER, and 
would not thereafter become ONE of any SE
aREt, SELF-CREATED COMBINATION 'U)katsoef)er~ 
Some constitutional provision like this, but . 
more guarded, perhaps, 'as well as more dilated. 
so as not to infringe upon the liberty of the 
citizen, in attempting the more effectually to I 

secW'e it, I do not hesitate to say, is indispen-
,sable to the salvation of our civil and political 
rights. Without it they are sure to fall evebt
'ually beneath the bloody sword of some USURP
ER-some GRAND KING-some KNfGHT of tke 
RED CROSS, or the BLACK BANNER, or the HOLY 
GHOST !-(blasphemous as it is, this is.,.ene.f 
tbe titles of Free Maa.nry)-as that L~- now 
raise my warning voice, to prevent you, my 
young countrymen, from becoming the dupes, 

*5 .' 
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54 
and the victims of deception, and the laws of' 
God and my country from being again trampled 
upon, as they lately have been with impunity, 
by bru"al masonic ruffians, and midnight con
spirators! 

But to return :-What says the Farewell' Ad
dress, the invaluablc LEGACY, bequeathed us by 
the FATHER OF HI S COl'NTRY 1 It warns us, in 
that clear and emphatical language, which cha
acterises all that Washington over said or wrotc t 

to" BF.WARJ.: OF SECRET ASSOCIATIONS, 
under whatever plausible character," because 
" they arc liable to become, in. tke course- of time 
and thil1,g.~, potent engines, bY'l.lJhich cunning, 
ambitious and unprincipled men tIJili be enabled 
to s'lwvert tke pOlfJer of the people; and 'ltS1l1]J to 
themselves Ute reins of government." In tho 
language of a brother Editor, anti onc of the 
few who deserve well of their country on this 
question-I mean the Editor of tho Monistowll 
Palladium of Liberty-" When we hear him 
r If' askington] uttering a farewell ,warning to 
his, countrymen, to BE\VARE OF ,SECRET 
~OMBJNATIONS, what are we to suppose he 
means 1 \Vas it, a dream of the imagination that 
flitted beforc the mind of the illustrious sage
or was it some reality, VIe effects of whica he 
dr~aded 1 What SECRE''f COMBINATION existed in 
(fUr count1·y at that time, txcept MASONRY 1-
And who was so likely to understand its dan
gerous tendency, as he who understood its '1nys
teriouscnergies. t 'Ve have never writtenn sen
tence so severe against masons: And we again 
,ask, for whom was it iiitended by \Vashington, 
thn great, the good, the prudent, if not for the' 
masonic fraternity 1 unless intended for them, it 
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could mean nothing ; and Washington never:" 
uttered a caution, when no. danger threatened.'Z 
Well may I now exclaim, that the time has al
l'eady arrived, wIlen the LEGACY of W a~hingtoD 
must preve the. torcb, that shall light us to the 
tOlubs of our fathers. and the tern pIes of liberty! 

And now it is, "'perhaps, tim~ that you ask.-If 
the science and the secr:ets of Free Masonry be 
so ·worthless, why was the hapless Morgan kid- , 
napped an~ murdered for publishing apart of 
the latter, and threatening ~o publish the rest 1-

This question is likewise easily answered. 
The ill-informed, uneducated, or weak meo, 

who think them valuable--and whose weakness 
and delusion are to be pitied by aHgenerous 
minds-. are in general seriously and fanatically 
attached to them. 'rhis portion, you may rea
sonably suppose, consJitu~es a vast majority of 
the Order. On the other hand, the kmtves and 
hypocrites, who know tlIeir emptiness and 
worthlessness, but who nevertheless make 
money by retailing them; they s~e clearly, in 
such revel.ations as those of Morgan, the total 
de~truction of their craft-their trade. These 
are the genuine, if not lineal, descendants of De
metrius, the silversmith, who played the same 
game..so successfully at Ephesus, in the time 
of the Apostle Paul, who was accused by this . 
Demetrius of spoiling his "trade, in the same 
manner that Morgan has· spoiled the trade of 
his modern ·posterity-by telling, the truth, 
Then, . again, the designing politicians, who 
laugh in their sleeves at the folly, and perhaps 
secretly despise the knavery of too many of·· 
their" brethren ;" nevertheless find, or at least 
have found, in by-gone times, their popularity 

.. 
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and power~' in exchanging the d'lU-g'Uards, and 
grips, and gefl,'Ujlexions-(like those of a mon
key's tail)-with the weak vessels of the Order 
-the children of six feet-whQ sip the genuine 
milk of masonry with the pap spoons of Jachin 
and Boaz! This brief reply to the last ques
tion, is sufficient, I trust, to satisfy you, 'why 
Morgan was murdered: And if thus satisfied, 
letme earnestly entreat'yoll, my young country
men, as you revere the tombs and the memo
ry of your ancestors, as you lov~ the liberty, 
which they bled and died to establish, as you 
believe in the religion of your blessed Re
dee.mer, and hate the devil, and aU his works 
of darkness; not only to abstain from Free Ma
sonry yourselves, but to withhold your votes at 
the polls from all who do not r~nounce it open
ly, or convince you that they are beyond the 
reach of its malign influence. The universal 
prevalence of such a spirit as this, I deem es
sential to the preservation of our repllblican in
I!Ititutions: For haV'ing seen what Masonry has 
done, we know what she is capable of doing;' 
and may clearly perceive what she will do here
after, if the present excitement be not kept up 
against her, till she renounces her midnight 
orgies and altars, her fulsome and wicked mys
teries, and her Jesuitical desigIls; or is totally 
.efeated ,in them by the good sense aqd pa
triotism of the community. 

Having taken this brief view of Free Ma
lIonry-brief, indeed, but.true so far as· it goes 
-let us take a look-a me're glimpse must suf
fice for the present-at the secret history ef . 
Iter temples of dissipation and delusion. 

What is the seere' history of most of the-
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Lodges whien ha.ve been· established among U8 ~ 
Is it such as to command our respect for the pu
rity of their origin; for the motives wlaich have 
actuated those who were the firstto procure their 
eharters, and commence their operations. As 
to the grand source of all the present sta.teand 
local charters, or cd«stitutions, in ihis country, 
we find it to have been a Grand ConfJention
for every thing connected with the· Lantbskin 
Order, is necessarily grg,nd-held at Hartford, 
onthe fourth Wednesday of January 1798, and 
composed of delegates from all the Northern 
States, including New-York .. It is indeed te
Jparkable, that Hartford should have been the 
seat of a Masonic, 8S well as a Blue Light, con- . 
spiracy against the laws aud liberties' of this 
country; and it is to be hoped, that a people, 
so respectable, virtuous and enterprising, may 
yet take measures to wipe off for ever the odillln 
of having given birth to t~o such monsters in 
the Moral World, as modern Masonry and 
blue-light Federalism: But be this as it may, if 
we examine, for a moment, the cause which has 
produced the multiplication of lodges, till we 
meet with-one or more, in almost every sl1)all 
v.illage throughout the country; we shallfi.nd 
them to have been the offsprin~ of the meanest 
of motives, as they have invar18bly become the 
prolific parents of the worst of vices, if not the 
vilest of crimes. ' 

Whenev"er and wherever a "mage s.tarts lip, 
morality and gooo order, aswell afWeligion and 
piety, very. properly require the erection of a 
cburch : ·this is c91lsonant to virtue, reason and 
sound policy, as well as the duty we owe to our 
God. The spire of tae .villa"e church, is the 
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first thing wbich strikes the eye of the pious tra
veller; and as it modestly rises, pointing to ·the 
Christian's heaven, he beholds in it an emblem 
of the hope within him, and a pleasing proof of 
the progress of piety and civilization. ' 

The next thing. if not in order of timo the 
first, which though a convenience to the travel
ler, too often becQmes a nuisance to the neigh:. 
borhood, is the erection of a tavern: And what 
n~xt t , The village does not always gr.ow 
rapidly-the travelling is not always good
and there aro sometimes but few travellers, 
when it is good: in proportion, too, as the 
church flourishes, the tavern fades. The land-

.. lord finds his custom not quite equal tohia wants, 
much lesshiswishes Something must be done 
-Bome. contrivance hit upon-and our countfy
men are not backward at contrivance-to in
ellease his cm .. tom and his coffers, to- diffuse in ~ 
larger quantities the stimulus which fills his kegs 
and decanters; and to pocket in return the loose 
Qhange of the way·faring man, or the fool who 
heeds not the warning voice of the Prophe~
Wo 'II/nto them that rise up early in the morn
ing, that they mayfollow strong drink. 

()ur wary Landlord, therefore, if he be not a 
FreeMason-if he has never ImowD the mysto
rious sensations that seize the young and ar
dent" candidate," when he learns to lisp those 
sublime cabaliptics, JACHIN and BOAz-imme
diately determines to be(J()m.e a member of the 
Lambski"" fraternity. . Full of the matter, he 
Joses no time in repairing to the next village 
or city, or wherever there is a Noodle Manu
factory established, and gets. himself initiated 
into the sublime mysteries of the ancient and 
honorable Oroft. Tb do justic~ to his head, 
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however, he does noi mean to become a NOD
dle himself; but to learn the art of making 
Noodles of others. 'rhe bright eye-the daz
zling sun-the. milder crescent, and the seven lit
tle twinkling stars, are now seen to decorate his 
sign~board, which almost feels amazed at find
ing itself the bearer of so many· gilded ana 
mysteriohs images; and which are held out a8 
so many monitors to the traveller, or villager, 
that within there dwells a man, whose heart is 

. so generous and ·tender, that he wiH feftst them 

. on the smiles of benevolence, as well as .the 
sweets of small-beer,· brandy and beef-steaks. 

Brotlter Lambski91, is now fully prepared to 
give the sign manualat the tip of the chin,and 
the mysterious grip; and to seduce tho~e, who 
are so wise a8 to know how to anwser his signals, 
to rise 'ttp early inthe morni'ngto buy his strong 
(Z,-ink. But'as there may not be enough of such 
asses or cattle, in the village or vicinity, to make 
the speculation equal his benevolent. design in 
joining the fraternity; hit soon recollects, that 
JlO has a garret entirely vacant, inhabited only 
now and then by a few erratic rats and mice, 
and perhaps a half-starved cat, (watching for 
]wr prey in the upper story. as her master watch .. 
·os for his below,) not one of which has ever 
turned its attention to the mysteries of mason
lOY; but which are now in a fair way to meet on 
a level with the sons of light ; for • ingenious 
publican has hit upon the expedient ofturnin, 
his empty garret into a Lodge Room, getting a 
ello.rter from the Grand Lodge-that focus of 
iniquity and corruptioni.and himself,with two or 
three of bis sly associates, CQD~tuted • aster, 
W"rdcns, aad'trtasllrer, !In'th.._~otebe~ 
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jmportant objeet,but rather Qne of "the cltieJ keys 
fl.r the concern." He now begins to realise the 
fruition of his golden dreams in joining the Or
~er. He goes to work, in good earnest, at ma-

. king/ree masOfts, as well as retailing Julips
and every" blind candidate" that he leads to the 

.altar, adds one to his Julip customers! 
Thus the young and heedles; villager is first 

lured to the door, whose steps lead down to the 
gates 0/ hell !-industriou~ mechanics are se
duced frolD their workshop~-the farmer, in the 
vicinity, is taught to think more of prying int. 
the secrets of the lodge, than of ploughing his 
land-wives are deserted by their hUl'lbands, at 
a time when their society is most expected at 
the domestic fire-side-and children are left to 
go ragged, and without sustenance or educa- j 

tion-that our Grand Village NeC'l"omancer, 
our wholesale nnd retail dealer in JJlystery, 
Moonshine and Mixed Liquors, may revel and 
wax fat, and flourish upon all this fol1y and 
wickedness of his own creation: A nd thus, 
when compared with the truly useful and indis-

o pensable village church, the old saw is com-
pletely realised:- . 

" Wherever God erects a hOllse of praJ er, 
" The Devil comes, and builds a tp-mple there." . 

Our hero is now in the full tide of successful 
experiment; and the sun, moon, and twinkling 
stars on his. en-board, Ire but. faint emblems 
of his aspiring hopes. With a troop of Noo
dles at his heels, he emerges from the bar room. 
to the bench, as a Justice of the Pence, or • 
County Judge; O!' leaps over the head of maor 
a better. man i~-tb.e halls. of legislation, as a 
l'Wive.a t.~(')Jie! WeU Iblfy ~e put OB 
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a solemn face, as Cromweltdid when. stooping 
to find his cork-screw, he made his fanatical in
truders believe he was kneeling to pray; well, I 
say, may our hero, when surrounded by his 
.lupes in the garret, sing with all needful aravity. 
and ,rimace :-

" Hail'Masonry divine; 
GI.,rl;of ages shine, 

Ldiig mayst (hou reign: 
Whcre'er tby.lodges sland, 
May they h,,\'e great command, 
And always grace the land, 

TlunJ AliT divine .''' 
'This is a brief, but pretty fair history of the 

rise and progress of perhaps nine tenths of our 
'COuntry temple!:! of fatuity: motives of a simi
lar Dature, bearing, in many cases, upon differ
ent 'objects, both political and mercenary, have 
no doubt given rise to all the city Lodges; from 
the GRAND FOCUS, tothe most insignificant 
retreat of midnight mystery and moral turpi-
tude. . . 

For example, let us take a glance at the AL
BANY LODGE, some thirty years ago. 

In the olden time of purity and simplidty, 
when Ure popl\latioll of Albany was composed 
whollyof a strictly industrious, 'moral and reli
gi()us people, so silly and so wicked a thing as 
Free Masonry, I presume, was not thought of 
among them. Our ancient Burghers had too 
Bluch good sense to be attracte~·by such a con
temptible illusion; and too muchf-.of good 014' 
Netherland honesty and piety to think of spee
ulating in so vile a. commodity. There was in
.eed between the stern virtue of the Pilgrims, 
who first landed on Plymouth Rock, and the 
~it:it of the early settlers of Albany, 80 stronr 

., S', . ' . 
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aresemblanee':':"'that deeply is it to be regretted, 
that tlieir posterity have' not all imbibed' and 
oherished the love of trutli, the undefited integ
rity, the sober, inoral and in'dustriolls habits, 
and the unaffected· piety, which animated and 

. sustained, through so many perils and privations, 
'those early and intrepid visitants to the ~horea 
of a barbarous and benighted region. 'It is pro
bable, however-I have not time at present to 
ascertain the fact precisely-that during the 

• war of'56, or some other military epoch, Free 
Masonry may have slyly crept in among the AI. 
banians, through the agency of the epaulette: 
for it has been one of the succe~sful artifices of 
the Craft, to teach young soldiers, that they 
would derive advantage in the hour of peril or 
extremity frorD i,ts due-gards and grips. In 
fact, wbeIl they find appeals to the curiosity and 
oredulity useless, they 'c'an stoop to alarm the 

, cowardice of those whom they wish to ensnare. 
The GRAND LODGE of the, state, it appeltrs, 

received its first charter from the Du.ke of Athol, 
dated London, 5th September, A. L. (year of 
Light) 5781.* To have said A. D. (yea·(.of o·ur 
Lord)" 1781, would not have comported with 
the Ducal, the Royal origin of an Institution, 
which soars above the humble, though heaven
born religion of our Redeemer. But be this 
'as.it may, Free Masonry, I t>elieve, madeno fi
gure in A1bal!I till aftQr the close of the revolu-
tion. Nobod1 heard· of it-nobody thought of 
i~-nobody would have thought of it-bad it 'not 
been .for a clever Dutch Lawyer, who wan,ted to 
multiply his clients, nnd a shrewd yankey tavern! 
Iteeper, willing to increase his bar-r,oom circle-: 
tftese sage calculators put their h~ads together; 

• See Appendix, Note 14. 
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and having the~selves ;learn,e4, t~ ';' ,rt, tf8~e 
and mystery" of the Oraft, they ~oon per~y8.", 
,aed, 8', few simple' and cr~dl..llous meD, tha~ t1l.ey 
,could open their eye's to am.arvellous light, whi~h 
they had under a bushel, in a 'certain garret~
Thus the revival commenced. ' , . 
':! Shortly after, there came aloAg~(in .191-'9~) 
. ..-a very, ingenious brothel" Yaf1key ormme, witS 
-wpom ~ had been slightly ~cquaint~d before he 

'settled here, who worked lfl. leather ~nd ;paste-
, board on some occasions; at paper-staimng on 

others; and like many of our sun~rising brethren, 
knew how to make an honest penny at the same 
time in several other ingenious but lawful pur
suits. To do him justice, he had a versatility of 
faJent; and nature had bountifully endowe4 him 
~ith sagacity and foresight. He ,had read J a
chin and Boaz, honest Samuel Pritchard's Ma
sonry Dissected, the Three Distinct Knoclcs, and 
several other luminous treatises, and none the 
more luminous for being true portraits of Free 
Masonry! He perceived, at a smgJe glance, that 
those who could believe. for ,a moment, in the 
utility of such trash and'm.ummery, must be fit 
subjects for him to speculate· upon: hence he 
was not long in m.aking llP his mind to, join the 
aforesaid Lawyer and Publican, that a trio might 
be formed. who could very adroitly ,aid each 
other's views. The coalition was no sooner con
ceived than it was consummated~ and our hero 
,!8S elevated (being a rar~ genius) in the twink..; 
ling of an eye, to 'the hIghest, ,or one of the 
highest niches, in ,the Temple flf Wisdom. Ile 
}lQw commenced in earnest ilie plan. he had 
foftlled, before he exchanged the mysterious grip 
.with his new associateEZ. My brother Yankey, 
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as I said before, was an ingenious workman in 
leather and lambskins; and- as every new-born 
ba~e in MaSonry wo~ld want .a bib, or apron, 
the more "hind cpndidates," he ushered into the 
'1lUlrvellom light of Brother • • • • ·'8 mysterious 
garret, the more aprons he' sold. He employed 
at one time half the young seamstresses in the 
city, at stitching on the borders, and finishing 
off these bibs for the babes and sucklings of the 
mptie tie; but this was not the only source of 
emolument which my sun-rising brother found in 
the pleasant walks of the fraternity: he was, 
the reader will bear in mind, a paper-stainer, 
as well as a dresser of lamb-skins, aud conse
quently the more lodges that were chartered, the 
more of bis coloured paper was called for t() 
decorate their altars and their walls! What uni
vereal charity! What expanded benevolenc,e! 
The Shylock of Sbakspeare was a simpleton to 
this speculator in ~asollic decorations, signals 
and symbols! . . 
. It is the property, if not the peculiar proper ... 
ty ?f suc!t cb~rit.Y ~md benevolence, to. 8J!read 
rapIdly; It meets wltb too much congemahty of 
feeling in the human breast; and so it happened 
at this time .. There was a very ingenious painter, 
also one of \DY sun-rising brethren, who then in
habited a gloo~y retreat, in a narrow lane, where 
he enjoyed scarce light enough by which to 
mix his colours; and' where, like Shakspeare's 
apothecary, between whom and my friend there 
was a striking resemblance, he would languish,. 
almost without hope, if not in absolute deapair, 
week after week, if not month after month, with
out having his dark hole, though it was the re
treat of genius, illumine~ b1 the smile of 81\ 
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amateur, much less of a patron. . The reader 
will, therefore, not be surprised to learn, that 
this son of genius and obscurity, soon discover· 
ed, that the Lamh-slctn bibs, or aprons, were not 
~omplete-not fit to adorn the persons of the 
sOns of Light-till, by the aid of the pencil and 
the pallet, their spotless and virgin white was 
made to yield, in part, to the coloured and gild
ed forms of certain sublime .hieroglyphicks, at 
the sight of which the eyes of a new-born babe in 
masonry (as well a8 the optics of an old Noodle) 
will glisten like those of a -cat in a coal-barref. 
Our wQrthy painter, of course, found it the best 
thing he could . do-( seeing the solitary state of 
his shop-of which he would often mutter-

10 this dark ' solitudl", and lonely c\U, 
Where heneo-born genius and Itarv{ltion dwell ,-) 

-to join, without delay, the grarul tno, who had 
already got their sublime vocation in the full tide 
of successful experi~ellt! The son of the pencil 
and the pallet, was soon seen arm in arm with 
the Paper Gilder. and with the further aid of a 

. Five Dollar bill,perhaps the last relic of his New
England fortunes~ got the word and the grip, the 
filpha and om~ga of masonic science; and was 
hailed by the brotherhood as a worthy disc~le 
of the Lamb-skin! Oh! how unfortunate for 
genius, to be driven to degrade itself, to descend 
from its native dignity, and to seek fellowship 
with· igtiorance,·ahd quackery, in quest of pa-
tronage! . 

I just now recollect; that I am running a little 
ahead of my story: but truth will tell as well in 

" . one part of a history as another: it ~ falseheod-

*6 
• See A,ppe.dl~ l"\o~ 11. 
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only that can blur anYlage. Before the paint-· 
er's eyes were opene to the marvellous light, 
which ahines on and about the altars of the 
Craft, there was another worthy sun-rising broth
er of mine «(our Yankeys to one Dutckroon) who,. 
as the old song says, 

" Made hab ~potl blncks, (or blockheads to wear." . . 

This honest adventurer, who had been journey
man to the Publiean already alluded to, before 
the latter left off handling tur, to retail madeira 
and manufacture Free Masons, was quick to per
ceive-and what is it th~t one pf my keen Y t..nkey 
brethren is not quick to percf'iTe-' that if Free 
Masonry. did not make blockheads, it took in 
slick enollgh, all it could catch ready made in 
the natural way. He -had emerged from jour
ney-wOI'k, and opened shop on his own account. 
The m .. in challcP occupied his thoughts, as it 
does those of all pains-takillg men. He had a 
room full Qf blocks, for which, in the infancy of 
his business. he 'had buf'little if any use; and 
~hich. as they were ranged rOllnd his shelves, 
tn silent and solemn order, very naturally put 
him b mind of a Lodge in sessiolJ-

" Wlwre nnf' fool lolls his tongue Ollt at 'IRotbi:>r, 
c. A'),i shakes h.is empt,. n"ddle at bis b.-ather !" 

My good. friend-for all these personages were 
my friends and companions-was, I repeat it. 
quick to perceive, that to find heads {Ol' his 
~locks, the masonic lodge room walil the place 
to resort to, afte'the toils of the day; and haT
ing fully counted the cost, as well as the conse
quence, he marched forward, not with the zeal. 
• a pilSrlm, with peas ill hii abou, Iowa t. 

. . 
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wait upon" our Lady of Loretto;" or that of ad
honest missionary among the Esquimauz, who' 
~heerfully runs the risk of being scalped for the 
goOd of a good and holy cause; but with the 
cool sagacity of the Beaver, and the calculation 
of a Wall-street Shaver, did· my friend announce 
himself at the inner door of the .temple. with the 
Shibboleth of Jachin or Boaz in 'bis mouth; I for
~et which; for 1 don't recollect, whf>ther it was 
Just before, or shortly after, SMITH, of Vermont, 
was morgani~ed for disclosing those cabalistic 
'terms in this country; and when they were 
transposed, by official communication from lodge 

- to lodge, to ke~p boole masons from getting in 
among the Lamb-sleirlS, and the wolves t'n sheep's 
clot~ing. But be this as !t may"the honest hat
ter pronounced the magic word, and the awful. 
response admonished him to enter, when 

" On a Sllrld~n. open flew 
With impe1uIllls ret'oil, and jarring sound. 
Th' infernal doors :" 

But our hero was not alarmed-he entered;, 
not f30 much .. with fear and trembling." as with a 
lively 'hope, that his idle blocks would soon start
from th£>ir r.estiug shelves~ and be seen to bloom 
and flourish in the richest of beaver, to deQk the 
noddles of the Entered ./Jpprentices, and Fellow. 
Craftsmen, and Masters. and Grand Masters, and 
Grand H'-gh Priests, and Grand Kings, and other 
illUstrious tiil(llitaries, who t;w~ll the catalogue of 
the Noodle ~Yobility of the self-created Order! 

These were the FIVE Scribes and' Phari,ees. 
who carried on, for a long while, the old N()otl/e 
ManufaCtoryin North Pearl~8treet, and afterwards 
.to Courf,.itrnt. It 'was' about t.bia time taat Bar",,· 

, ,. 
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~s and his associates formed the ExecutiveDi~ 
rectory of France, and were called the Five 
Headed Monster; and I well recollect, jumbling 
great things and small ones, that more than once . 
I amused myself in comparing the operations of 
the great Five Headed Monster, of Paris, with the 
little Five Headed Monster, of Albany. The one 
played off Political Quackery, on a great scale; . 
the other Masonic Quackery on a small scale, 

.Under the auspices of the little Five Headed 
Monster the work went bravely on. Every Pub
lican, who came to town, was sure to find his way-' 
to Union Lodge, happily so called, from the gene
rous and noble spirited union of so mallY various 
and disinterested mterests. A Dutch Lawyer, and 
a shrewd one too; a Yankey Tavern Keeper, who· 
knew 'something more than "a hawk from a 
handsaw;" a Yankey Book Binder, who had 
studied mankind, as well as Pritchard's Masonry 
Dissected, and knew precisely when and where 
to commence the art of making Lamb-skin aprons; 
a Yanlc'1l Painter, who knew how: to make them 
'shine With the Insignia of the Ducal Order; and 
a Yankey Hatter, who knew where to find block
heads to suit his empty blocks ;-these formed 
altogether a rare ,. brotherhood of Iwpe," as well 
as of" mutual h,dp.". . 

As I said before, these" choice spirits" of the 
den, took good care to bring every country Pub
lican, who came to town. where he could get the 
word and· the grip;. where he could have his 
eyes opened to the glorious light-tile "divine 
ort" ofselli1lK two giUs f!f rum where he sold but one 
he/ore! And where was the honest Publicatl, who 
would not come post-haste, especially at that 
early stage of our back populatign, fr9W Sscon· 
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~a,··CtlUg1mauJllga, the peak of the RJlJMg, old 
Bem)er Dam, or Slcunlc', Mi~, to learn a secret 
of so much ~mportance to himself at least, if not . 
to the great family of mankind! No sooner were 
the eyes of the Pilgrim opened, at the altar of 
the little Five Headed Monster, than he would re
turn, brim-full of mystery and moonshine; and 
go .... to opening the eyes of his 61nJ neighbours, 
with, . one hand, to the sublime light he had im
:bibed in an Albany garret, whilst with the other 
he would as often and as speedily close them 
\lith sixpenny opiates from his brandy or gin 
bottle! I am writing sober history-if not a his
tory of sober things-as true, if not 80 'dignified 
as that of Hume or Gibbon, Robertson or Ram· 
say; and certain I am as necessary to be studied. 
by every American youth, who wishes to paiS 
throug~ lif~ without being made the dupe of a 
eet of Vile Impostors. 

But to return to our Sacondaga, oJ' Caughna
'Waga Pilgrim; or the one from Slcunlc's Mise'!!!, 
alias OM J en'cho-I knew him well-he is no fic
titious personage on thill page-or in short, to 
anyone of these Pilgrims :-having thus learned 
the war to make the most of his mixed liquors, 
from hIS bettevolent brethren and preceptors of 
Albany, and concluding, like a grateful man-a 
rare thing in these days-that ",one good.turn 
deserves another,"-and the fine arts, much less 
the sciences, having at that day made but little if 
any progress in the country; it was proper, as 
well as natural, for him to send to them-the 
Five Masonic Sachems in Albany-all such of his 
children of light as had occasion to fee counsel 
learned in the law-to get lamb-skin aprons 
made and painted for the next festiyal of Saint 
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John-to mount a new roram or beaveJ'-oQr .tQ· 
obtain a night's lodging and refreshment, while 
transacting their busines~ here, or waiting for a 
p.as8:'fe in some sloop about sailing for New~ 
Yo~. . . . 

Thus the mystical science fleurished, .with my 
sun-rising brethren, who had travelled west, in
stead of east, in search of light, and had found 
as much -of it as answered th.eir purposes; for 
they reaped a rich harvest from seed sown in 
darkness-nor did .my old friend, the Dutch Law
yer, have reason to regret the hapPl union, in' 
which he long travelled w.ith them 10 the de-~ 
lightful paths of brotherly love and successful specu-- , 
lation! .. 

I no" come to a point, at which I sHould' 
pause, were it not that I have. calmly reviewed' 
my past life; and am fully prepared both to ae- . 
knowledge and renounce, any 01' aU of the errors 
I have ever committed; the greatest of which, I 
am certain, was that of joining the masonic fra
ternity, and taking the obligations, which it. iJDio 
poses. . ' 

It was by my brother'Yankey, the Paper Stainer, 
who soon became, if it be not irreverent, as well 
as paradoxical to say so, "a burning and a shining 
light" in the dens: of darkness !--It was by this 
Grand High Priest,. and aftenvards I believe 
Grand Kin~, that I was led to- obtain a glimpse 
of the glorIes. that beam with such sublime efful
gence within the four walls of a Lodge, and the 
reaeh. of a' " cable-tow!" . 

.r need not tell you, my yOUDg countrymen, that 
I never thanked him for leading me into the 
.erious lore of the fraternity; especialJy when. 
I inform you, as a solemn facti 88 well as a IOl ... 
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emn warning, that when I was weak. enough to 
spend my 'time and money, in going througli four 
degrees of the "Divi"6 Science," the High Priest 
9( the Proud Order, who date their charters, and 
tbeir puerile records, from the year of Light, in
stead of the year of our Lord-actually catechised 
me, iii the sublime mysteries, from the pages of that 
masterpiece of masonic wit and wisdom, of which 
you' have lately heard a good deal, entitled-JA
CHIN and BOAZ !-Yes, and what man of common 
sense, who is not a mason, will not be astonished 
to hear it-and what man of common honesty 
will not feel indignant at the vile Impostors-:-I 
was taught three degrees of the "sublime science," 
~)Ut of that contemptible essay-an essay, for the 
publication of which, contemptible and worth
less as it is, the author was murdered by the fra
ternity" in London, and the first re-publisher in 
this country shared the same awful fate! And 
yet it is another solemn fact, that during the last 
winter certain Ro,-qal Arch .JJlasons, of the city of " 
Albany, procured the publication of from five to 
ten. thousand copies of that silly book, which . 
they caused to be peddled through the western 
parts 01 this state, and elsewhere, by a young 
man, whose name is J',for!(an; and by whieh 
means a two-fold imposition (well\vorthy of 
Free Masonry) was to be accomplished; firs~, 
to pass off the book as that of the ill-£'lted, mur~ 

. dered JJlorgan; and. secondly, to lead the pubJi(~ 
to believe, that he was alive and peddling his 
own work! If this be not -the climax of rascality, 
fraud, and villany, I know not what is; and yet 
it was practised by Royal Arch Masons of AlhanJJ 
-and' what was ludicrous indeed, one of theIr 
t9wn messengers, sent expressly to Troy to play. 
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eft' this pitiful imposition, got caught in one ~r 
their own traps-for a stout NooJJe ,of the mystic 
tie, not being awate of tbe trick, committed aD 
assilult and battery upon the pedlar for retailing 
'I1UJSonic secrets, and the poor fellow was glad to 
escape with some hard remembrances on his 
seat of honour! . But let me not lose sight of my 
Yankey friend, the Paper _ Stainer. He was a, 
bookseller, as well as a bookbinder; and could . 
in fact,so well,was he gifted with ingenuity, turn 
his hand to almost any thing, in the way of get
ting along through life. Whether he was privy 
to it, or not, the reader may determine; but cer
tain it is, that before my admission I had a hint 
froin ~ worthy brother, that by obtaining Jachin 

, and Boaz, I should get along the better with the 
·sublimitie.s of the craft, and was told at -the same
time, on the five points, where to procure it: 
And I actually bought it (the transaction 
being a wonderful sly one on both sides) of 
an honest Quaker bookseller (well knowft to_ 
many persons yet living in this city) who "as
the partner in trade of my Yankf!!! friend and ma
sonic preceptor! It was about these days, as- our 
honest Almanack makers say, that the unfortu-. 
nate SMI1H, of Vermont, was nwrganised. for pub
lishing that same hPok-and not many yeal's 
after, poor MURDOCK, of Rensselaerville, share. 
the same fate, because bis wife "had learned it 
by rote, and repeated it among the gossips of 
the village; the unfortunate woman not dream
ing, that she was, by the propagation of s~cll 
light and learning, to bring herself to a state of 
widowhood, and her children to that of orphan-
age! - . 

It was, perhaps, fortunate-for me, that my wife 

Digitized by Google 



7~ 

(I had b~en !Darried a y~ar only when l ~ined 
the. sons of L,~kt I) was a very pru~ent woman; 
for a sad accIdent happened shortly after my 
initiation-and that 7nemorahle eyent took place 
in the evening of AjJril Fool's Day, 1795 !--an ac
cident, the bare recollection of which. migh~ 
brin~ tears into my eyes, if I were not a laugh
ing, mstead of a crying Philosopher: But" you 
that have tears prepare to shed them now!" I· 
took the grand text book, the alpha and omega, 
of the first three· degrees of Free Masonry (I. 
mean the masonic master-piece, Jachin and Boaz) 
home to STUDy-if it be not a gross perversion of 
the term, th.llS to use it, with my prese!!t exp~ri
ence. So very . careful was I of thls.,.preczgui 
revelation-this magazine of masonic mysteries
and so fearful that my good. wife would find it
that I sought a hiding place for it as carefully 
as a dog does when he hides away a bone-and 
after a most profound cogitation, I concluded to 
lay it away very slily on the canopy of my hed
curtains; which came so nearly in contact with 
the ceiling, that I could not but congratulate 
myself on "the wisdom of Solomon;" for I really 
thought the sublime Sibylline as safe as it would 
have been in the Sanctum Sanctorum of the Order, 
in brother * * * * * * *'s garret! But my unlucky 
stars prevailed about this time, as they often 
have since; and as I had very properly, though 
uot intentionally commenced my masonic career 
on All Foors Day, it seemed as though the con- , 
tinuance of it was to be in good keeping with 
. the cbmmencement; for without giving me the 
least" warning my wife had d~clared war against 
certain intruders that had disturbed our sweet 
slumbers now and then.; and having called to 
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her aid an Amazon well qualified for the battle 
that was to be fought, both the bed-stead an. 
the curtains were suddenly and completely dis .. 
composed, turned topsy turvy! The awful con
consequence was, that JACHIN and BOAZ were 
hurled. upon the floor by the rude haud of a 
pot-wrestler :-

"" Oil I fIIhat a fall fila. there my countrymen," 
My long-ear'd brethren of tbe mystic tie'! 
U Then you and I, and all of uB fell dow",," 
Whilst Betty Bouncer "flouri.hed ot'er u. I" 
E'ennow, methinks I see ber brawny arm, 
aun-burnt and freckled, soird by soot and irease, 
Aloft extending to the curtain-top, • 

• • Witb rude hand hurling from its sly retreat" 
The hidden Jefllel of the holy craft, 
Tbe great masonic master-piece of wit, 
And wisdom, such as Nincompoop. have c1nim'd 
As all tbeir own, and proudly bid from all, 
Since Babel's contrariety of tongue : 
For tben it was, our worthy' craft began
And well it might-for Folly then bad rais'd 
Its brazen crest among the clam'rous crowd, 
And beat down wisdom; and with madness fired, 
Dared e'en attempt to scale the throne of heaven! 
Oh! Betty Bouncer, Betty Bouncer, Oh! 
Didsfihou mistake great Boaz for a bug 1 
And Jachin for an earwig, or a flea! 
If not, wby didst thou rudely thus disturb 
Their sly repose, and drag them forth to light? 
Weep, brethren, weep, unlucky was the day, 
And full of wo! (Oh! blot it ever out, . 
Ye that make Almanacb. and planets trace, 
T~rougb all their orbits in tlie realms of light,) 
Whell a IDean chambermaid .was seeD tQ "rasl' 
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The 8lb1Jlline, so rare, UI8t Tomtny numb, 
With thimble-full of sconce might compass it :. 
And yet, since Babel's' bold, abortive scheme. 
How many dumpling heads have conn'd it hard, 
And thought themselves the wiser for its lore! 

"Without the aid of pungent Maccabar . 

Or onion juice, what sapient son of light, 
What Lamb-,kin Knight or High Priest of the Sun, 
Would not have wept-had he been there to hear, 
How Betty, with an arch" sard'onic smile, 
Called on her mistress to behold the fall 
Of JA.CHIN and of Bou-mighty props 
Of mean deception,' fraud and quackery! 
Dear twins, sweet twins; of mystic mother born, ..e: 

Who tread the midnight maze where Noodles meet
'And knaves that fleece the noodles; calli~g tbem. 
While they fleece 'em, tender names, as-brothers! 
Sweet brothers I-kind, faithful, loving. brothers !-

, ... Ye Gods! it doth amaze me,", Betty cried-
That men-since women could not-should be found 
So simple, to be made the dupes of knaves, 
Coxcombs, charlatans, aDd vile l>retenders! 
Why I myself-that here am doom'd to war_ 
Ignoble strife-with cob-webs, bed-bu~, fleas! 
Rude, ign'rant, uncouth in speech and manners; 
Who never had the benefit of conning 
So much as A-B~C-in any school, 
But train'd from infancy, by cruel fate, 
To handle mopsticks, spits and frying-pans. 
Wasb-tubs and water-pails,and pots and kettles .. 
And' ply the greasy art of cookery: • 
Yet would I scorn to wear" a cable-tow," 
For all masonic Noodle. ever know I 

No sooner did my wife discover what it was 
that had called forth the eloquence of the 
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chambermaid, than she started back, as tliou,;b 
she had encountered a rat, or an apparition; 
but being possessed of good Irish spunk, she 
soon mustered courage to pick-up the Sibylline; 
and in less than tbe twinklmg of an eye ~ame 
running into my office, where I was quietly at 
work ~mong the types, not dreaming of the 'Sad 
mishap, that had upset the curtains, and exposed 
the "divine ",stmu" to the profane eye, and the 
vulgar curiosity, of honest Betty-In she came, I 
say, her eyes sparkling with tlie mingled scintiI- . 
lations of half-stifled anger, and full-flowing pity,. 
if not a little contempt; exclaiming, as she en
tered, that she had found me out !-that she 
well knew where I had been on All Fool's night, 
as well as some other nights !-and that there 
was the evidence of it !-throwing the book upon 
the table, and asking me, if I was not a very wise 
:rung man to have been led by that cunning red
coated Yankey-(red-coats had just gone out of 
fashion in Nf>w-England, but one of them still 
lingered 011 the batk of my brother and preteptor) 
-to spend my time and my money in that way! 
Here was' something a little more alarming than 
'I;l tempest in a tea-pot;" but what could I say 
to this ill-timed discovery, as l. then thought it? 

'What I did say, l cannot now recollect. But 
. though " the wisdom· of Solomon" had failed, I am 
proud to say, that my wife, on al little reflection, 
behaved like a sellsible, prudent woman; and not 
long after I, fon-once in my life, at least, behaved 
like a prudent man: For I determined to throw 
off for ever the undue influence which my royal 
arch r ankey hrother had acquired over me: ac
cordingly, after taking the feurth degree, of 
which more hereafter, I told him frankly that- I 
.v.ould never go a step further in Free MasOl'ry. 
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He pretenc1ed to 1M: very much S1irp~ 
but I could clearly see It was sheer affectation
and begau the old story of something' worth 
knowing, which was yet behind the curtain. 

Stop, my dear sir, said I, and I will give /ou~ 
briefly wh8:t I believe to be the history 0 all ' 
your science and your secrets. ' 

Well, said he, what is it? 
You have heard, sir, I replied, of one of our, 

Yankey b~thren, who advertised; as a rare' 
show, a wonderful horse, whicli exhibited the 
querest freak in nature imaginable; for the tail 
of the beast was precisely where his head ought 
to have been! The virtuoso of the viCinity, read" 

. the advertisement, and were all exceedingly puz
zled to account.for so rare a phenomenon! The 
village attorney had found no precedent of the 
kind in that magazine of wonders, called Every 
Mau his own Lawyer-' the Knight of the Pill and 
the Pestle, had searched Buchan's Family Phy
sician, and .Ilristotle's Master-Piece, in vain, for any 
likeness of such a lusu,s naturre-the honest Parson, 
who did not happen to be a Boa1lerges, declared, 
that he had never heard of such a wonder, since 
the Beast with seven heads and ten hams, but these 
were all at tbe right end-the' village matron, I 
may as well speak out plainly-the shrewd mid ... 
wife-well knew that a child might be born with 
two heads, or a horse with two tails! She had 
seen the one, and had heard of the other from 
th.e Farrier Man, and was thertlfore quite 8(1,rti" it 
mIght be so-but even she. had never, zn all her 
hom days, heard of any creature coming into the 
univarse with its head at the tail end! While 
these sage speculations occupied the' miiids of 
the village philosopher~, the people were crowd. 

*7 . 
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mg rOund the stable-door, and clamouring for 
admittance. The cunning show-man, Jike my 
Mcuo'f,ic Monitor, knew full well that by talcing in 
Olle at a time, the game would last the longer. 
The first that entered, came out, after a while, 
apparently well pleased-and to the question, 
Is his tail fohere his head ought to be? readilyan
swered in' the affirmative: others, equally pru-

. dent, and resolved not to expose their own cre
dulity, followed his example:. at length a clown 
among the crowd, pushed h~s way in, and behind 
the curtain; but he soon came out again, and 
with honest simplicity cried out-darnation seize 
the feller; he's tied the tail to the hay-rack, and 
let the head poke out the 10IMr end of the stall! 
I need not add, the effect which this disclosure 
had on the ~aping multitude at the barn-door; 
nor that whlcli my relation of it produced on 
the countenance of my sage friend and precep
tor in the occult and sublime science of mason
ry: but of one thing, you may rest assured, that 
in every masonic lodge, from that of the pin
feathered Boaz, or ./Jpprentice, to the full-fledged 
Ineffable, you wiIr find the horse with his head where 
his tail ought to be! And if any of you wish to be 
made asses of, you have only to pay him a visit, 

• and the length of your ears will soon equal the 
extent of your wishes! . 

As to myself, I have often sincerely rejoiced 
at the fall of the curtai'llS, which probably saved, 

. me from being led into that vice of ~ich the 
Gln.sgow Professor, before alluded to, so truly 
sllYs, the masonic lodges are ".the·genuine acade- . 
mies;" and by means of whICh so many of the 
sons of light are led prematurely to the dark man,:" 
sions of the. gra~e. 
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As I have stated alreadYi I did not take leave 

of the Institution, until after I had taken the 
fourth 'degree '; but previous to mounting that 
step ill the ladder, I had become pretty. well ' 
disgusted with tp.e mummery and quackery of 
the lodge-room; and I have preserved to this 
,day, and shall here insert, a brief, epigrammatic 
correspondence, which actually took place be... 
tween the "cunnit.g red-coated Ya:nleey," as my wife 
styled him, and. mysel£ He was, however" a 
good-hearted man; and excepting his rage for 
speCUlating in Free Masonry, possessed amiable 
qualities, and enviable talents. The following 
squibs were passed and re-passed.in good hu
mour at tbe time. He was presiding in the Old 
Unio'll, one night, and I stood at the Secretary's 
desk, and wrote, and handed to him, as follows': 

In a garret in Court-street, there' mingles a set 
Of sharpers, and asses, and noodles well met
Who pretend to a secret-aU folly and fudge-
He that pays for admittance his 'money will grudge, 
When he finds to his sorrow his business fail, 
And he feels like a fox with a trap at his tail
For the way to bankruptcy and ruin is clear, 
To tbe flats that come hither for secrets and beer, 
Old Jamaica, gin, brandy, and frolic and fun, 
Silly dupes of delusion, their race is soon run. 
Wben tbeir cash, and their credit, and fame are no more, 
Then in vain will they knock at Free Masonry's door-
They are no longer worthy to meet on the square, • 
'ro relieve them, tho Lodge has no money to spare: 
Let them go to the Poor, H01Js~ each dear brother c:ries 
ror in that they may learn to be sober and wise! 
For my own part I've seen full enough of your jgk~. 
~.11 DeTer alain " bUT a pil in a poke." 
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I sball bid Y01l fareweU for a parcel of geese, 
And I hope I'm the last Yankey booby you'D Seece-. 

" S . 
This produced, from him, the foll~wiog im-

promptu:-- ' 
Be quiet-l know it-say never a word-

Our Clan is to blind and bamboozle the herd! 
The world is a goose, and pray , where is the mau, 
Who'll not pluck a feather whenever he can! 
You may go-but remember, the fate of the fool 
Will be yours, if you dare to tell tales out of school! 
., W. 

'ro which I rejoined: 

I shan go-but to talk of the tinsel and trick, 
The arlB, that are taught in this school of Old Nic1c, 
W onld be idle, indeed; for the world would cry-BOO! 
To the goose, that was phick'd by such sharpers as you t 
-. s. 
Be assured, my young countrymen, that I have 

here briefly illustrated the history of our masonic 
lodges; sure I am, that every honest and sensi
ble man, whose knowledge is founded on expe
rience, will agree, that with some' slight varia
tions, the account I have' given of their origin,. 
wherever they have raised their gorgon heads 
amoni us, yviII s~riously ,and' truly apply. 

As to the Origin of the Order, it is not ma
terial to point it out to you, even if it were an 
easy task to do so: but it is not: no one has 

, ·yet succeeded in lifting the veil that conceals 
,it. There is no reason to believe, however, that 
like the towering and sublime works of crea~ 
tion it hides its h'ead in the heavens ;' but that it 
rather resembles a turbid stream, whose source 
is hidden in some swamp or morass, the physi-

,J?igit:;;d by <::;;oogle 
_...;a.... ',-... " 
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cat representative of that moral darkne_ Bnd ' . 
quackery, almost peculiar to the Order.' I haV$ 
pored over half a dozen of its best pr9fe~ 
historians, to verY'little purpose on this pomt. 
The Editors of the Encyclopedia Britannica, 
who have given an elabor~te compilation of its 
history, and the best, because the most sober 
one, finally acknowledge, that though ancient, 

~ there is no authentic account of its origin. 
What they give of it proves n'Gthing in its 
favor as it now stands. Whilst confined' to 
operative science, and in the hands. of such 
men as Christopher Wren, and other real and 
ingenious architects, it may have had its uses. 
Preston says-'.' EfJef' since 1J'!lm1ll6etrg bega,., 
and harmun,!! displayed Iter charms, our ORDER. 

has had a betng!" and it is astonishing, that the 
learned 'authors of the Encyclopedia could suf
fer such nonsense to pass, as they have done, 
without criiicism, or censure: it can only be 
accounted for on the supposition that they were 
Free Masons, and bJindly prejudiced: for as 
symmetry began, and harmony di$played her 
charms, in the works of God, before this crea
tion ; nay, as symmetry· existed coeval with 
God himself, in his own person; it follows, 
from this rhapsody, that the Ortk,r is not mere
ly as old as. the creation, but existed eternally 
in Hellven, in and with the Supreme Being ,! 
What 8uperlath.e nonsense! what infamous 
blasphemy! to, be handed down in, and stain 
the pages of a work of science! Operati'tJe 
Masrmry, we all know, must be as old as' the 
first workers in mortar, brick and stone, who
ever th~y were. SpeculatifJe Malonr,!!, which. 
we 'are now combatting, is much younger': 8om~ 
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aver, that the higher orders have beeD insti. 
tuted or invented within three centuries past. 
Thomas Paine aRserts, that it had its ori
gin in the religion, as it was long concealed 
in the caves, or the British Druids. In his 
posthumous works, we fin~ the secrets of the 
Order, so fttr as relates to the first three de
grees; but not 110 full a disclosure, as was 
made, and sworn to, before the Lord Mayor of 
London, by Samuel Pritchard, in 1730; nor 
equal, in point of importance, to that which the 
unfortunate Morgan thought it his duty to 
make. No man should fail to read Morgan's 
book, and to put it into the hands of his r.hil
dren; for although it be not intrinsically worth 
any thing; yet as a beacon to warn youth 
~against being led to destruction, in pursuit of . 
an ignis fat·u,us, which the longer they folI~w 
thb farther it is off, the value of the work is in
estimllble. By murdering the author, as they 
have done, "our Order" have established the 
·truth of iliat worJt beyond all doubt or contra
diction; the man must be worse than an ideot 
who does not perceive this:· but there is anoth
er book, w·hich deserves to be placed in the 
hands of every old, as well as young, man in 
the Union. I allude to the work of Stearns, a 
learned and pious Elder of the Baptist church. 
Mr. Stearns ~as gone further into the subjec!, 
than I have time at present to do; my prmel-

. pal aim being to.warn you, m' young countr:y
men, against fraud and deception; and at the 
same time to leave on record, in this form, my 
compliments to "our Order," in return (or som .. e 
very generous, noble, brave, and magnam
iDous attontions I have received at theu hand~ . . . 
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-Of those of their min10ns ; ,especially in rushing. 
with such modest haste, Rnd (raterQftl (u'y, to 
the printing-office of The National Obser'Der, to ' 
erase their names from the list of its plN:rons; 
and that, too, for, no other reason but because 
I would not, like a vile scoundrel, and a traitor 
to my _country, suppress the truth in rdation to 
the abduction of Morgan, a.nd of Miller, and 
the outrages, connected with those daring vio
lations of law and liberty; thus waving their 
black banner over my gray head, to intimidate 

, me into a base and cowardly surrender of the 
liberty of the Press, sooner than yield a jot or 
tittle of which, if I know my own heart, I would 
a thousand 'times, if possible, suffer the fate of 
Morgan. ' 

But to return for a moment, from this digres
sion, to the origin of" our Order." I think" it 
may be tilirly!raced to the' Persian worship~ 

. pers of the sun, if no further back; and, if I 
mista~e not, there are several indications in 
holy writ of its mingling with the Jewish rite.s 
and ceremonies, especiaJIy when the Jews were 
enslaved, or given up to idQlatry, magic and 
corruption.-Its inflated orators, and rhHpsodi
cal historians, as you may see by what that 
moon-clllf, Mr. Preston, has said, give us won
derful account~ of its antiquity. If they Ilre 
to be believed, we sublunarians can have only 
a minor brallch of it; for there never was, it . 
seems, room enough in this little narrow world 
~f ours, for the birth, much less the growth, of 
l!lUch a P.r06ligy! It Js,indeed, to be wondered 
at, that when this monstrous, mighty birth took 
place, it did not over-reach the bounds of terra 
firma, at both ends, and, by its tremendous 
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weight at 18e extremities break oW in tlte mid
dle, and eacb part fly like a comet, _ into the 
boundless regions of space; whilst all creation 
trembled to the centre by mekDS of the unpar
alleled shock! Who' knows, but this was the 
case; and that the universal deluge was occa- . 
sioned (were not the Bible history in the way,) 
by, the ponderosity of the lnfant, when she first 
saw the light, 'lnd burst upon the world in ·all 
her gl~ry! . 

I am perfectly willing, however, that the 
Noodks of "our Order" may believe, if they 
please, with Preston, that creation must step 
behind it in the lapse of time; that the earth 
did 110t vegetate, that rivers did not run, nor 
oceans roll, till "our Order" set them all in 
motion; nay, that· Sun, .\1oon and Stars, did 
not yield a particle of their light, till 'they had 
borrowed it froID our three little brazen can
dIe-sticks! And that, finally, if it had not been 
for Free Masonry, or "our Order," chaos, 
would long since have come' again! And whilst 
r permit the Noodles to believe all this; they 
must permit me to believe, if I take it into my 
head to be only half so extravagant as they are, 
that- Satan, and not Solomon of lsrael, is the 
legitimate father of the institution i that he laid 
its foundations, when he rebelled in Heaven.; 
and performed his first labours, on earth, as 
Grand King, or Grand High Priest, when 
he seduced Eve. I read in some silly oration, 
or panegyric, on the craft lately-but I cannot 
recollect exactly when and where, 01 ~ whom, 
it was written or 'spoken-that Free Masonry 
bad its walks in Paradise: and if so, I am no 
doubt right in presum~Dg that it walked in the 
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uape of the Old, BWfW/lt,; and that Cai,1. ~8S" 
,duly initiated by him, a.nd s'oon evinced his 
proficiency by morganizing his brother .A.bel! -
This may be extravagant :, granted, but it is 
much more likely to be the origin of " our 'Or .. 
der," than. Preston's assertion is to be cor(ect, 
that it commenced before ., symmetry began, and 
harmony displayed her charms!" But as the 

" longer we flounder in this ," 8erlJonian bf!g/' in 
quest of the origin of" our Order," the further 
we are from coming at the dark hole, in whicb 
it was brought forth; let us leave it to the Ora
tors, who wallow in tbe same mire, or soar into 
the equally dark regions of fog and fiction, at 
every anniversary of their pretended Patron 
Baint, to settle the question in the best way 
they can. It is well for them, that so long as . 
it shall remain unsettled, they will have one 
theme at least upon which to declaim, to the 
amazement of their simple brethren, who really 
believe that "our Order" is something more 
than mere moonshine: that they will never de
velope its origin, is certain, for the best of rea-
sons-that it is either entirely lost in the rub
bish of antiquity, or else that it -sprang from 
some disgraceful source, like the cavern of a 
bandit, the cell of an ancient magician, or the 
woody covert of some gipsy gang, which shame . 
(if the authors and the justifiers of Morgan's 
murder, lind Miller's abduction, ~n feel shame) 
will never permit them to avow! 
. The two-fold question may now perhaps, be 
asked-how I came to take four degrees, in 
such aD institution; and why I did not come 
out before, in the manner I have done for some 
time past, and now dQ in t.hia walk, againSt itl 

, , ~ 
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The reader may already have inferred, from 

what bas gone before, my answer to this ques
tion-but I shall nevertheless answer it her.e, 
trull and frankly, though it may involYe the 
repetition, vinually, of some things before stated 
in a different way. 

The four degrees which I took, I do not besi· 
.tate to say, are worse thaD worthless, in point 
of useful or ornamental science; and I hold 
that man's opinion, whoever he may be, in 
utter contempt, who can pretend to think other-

. "Wise: I will add further, my firm belief that 
the whole system is equally worthless.* -

If any man, as indeed any man can, obtain 
the science and the secrets of Free Masonry, 
at the rate of FifJ6 Dollars for each step, or 
degree-and there are at least forty-two degrees, 
thirty-seven, or more, of which, have grown out 
of the invention of modern speculators-he will 
spend, ~eside8 h!s precious time .. and other con
tmgencles, Two HUKDRE-D DOLLARS, before he 
reaches the top of the ladder: -And it is my 
honest conviction, that when he has renched it, 
if he meet with a Jack-Ass (I mean, in good 
earnest, a beast with f01:1r legs, switch tail and 
long ears) staring him full in the face, he can
not deny Jack, so far as there is any real -sci
ence in the craft, to be his legitimate brotlur! 

When I took the first degree, principally by 
the aid of JACHIN and BOAZ, although young, 
and very destitute of experience in the ways of 
the world, I felt no small degree of shame-but 
bopedtbevertheles8, that the next step would 
prote1:more worthy of a rational being. I tried 
the next, and felt quite as sheepish, at least, as 

·Scc Appelldis.Nete 16. 
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llefo~e; I appefllf«.the truth of, thi~, to.tIle
veJlerable ELISH4 DORa, of this ~jt)', who was 

. present, and who certainly looked, 8.Ild I believe 
felt, as small as 1 did myself. It would be a 
gross insult to his native good sense, to 8~ 
pose that he did no~. As a Ckristio,fI" ~ I 
am happy .to believe, that Mr.' DORR is trul, 
Buch, be cannot and will not dellY what I state. 
Be has long since, and having. introducedhia 
name, • Qwe it to him, as an act 01 justice, to 
say so, forsaken the te$ple of Infidelity, for one 
of bigher origin and nobler aim~ But to re
turn-I was led to another trial, and still found 
the L()(jgea fit place for a simpleton to learn 
that there were oth-er simpleton" as well as 
himself: And ·yet,·aftel," aU tbese disappoint
ments, of higbly excited expectations, such is 
the in<lefinable and the ardent ~uriosity of youth, 
an.d especially the yOJlth of New-England; that 
I was- tempted to take another leap, eDtirely in 
the dark. - What finally influenced me iQ this 
step was, t.hat as I h,ad been -instructed out of 
Jachin and Boaz in the former steps, excepting 
the lectures from the Most WorsAipfol, which 

, were of mere common place morality and com
position ; and the sublime light of tha~ r~e
latitm (JACHIN andBo~z) unveiling no mOM 
tltan what belongs to the first three, stops:; thia 
afi'orded my brother, the·PapeT .8tainer, a fair 
opportunity to make ODe more, aB.d the 188t ex
perimen~ on my credulity •. In the e.oDve~tioli, 
which took place on this oC()ftS;on, 1 remiDded 
him of the line, in his answer to my rhyme8at 
the desk, viz :-

Our craft, ia to bliDd,aDd bamboo&le the herd. 

"Tbat," said he, "W88 a mere joke, 8810u w~l 
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know.~' "I am noi 80 certain of that," was my 
reply, but aU in good humour: and finally, he 
did persuade me, that I had only to climb one 
more step to have something like a glimpse of 
the glories of the masonic Pisgah! I did so
when, 10! the ABB stared meiSO full in the face, 
and stood so fairly confessed, long ears and all, 
in the countenance of every brother, (Mr. Do" 
was there,) that I turned with disgust and in~ 
dignation from the ASAnine COfI,clafJt: And 
never afterwards seriously exercised my mind 
upon it, until tAe abducflUm of MORGAN and' 
MILLEB-tM murder of tke former-and tke 
setting fire t'o tke printmg-ojJiu of the latter
connected, in my mind, with the systematic . 
attempt to put down The Nat;onal ObserfJer, 
and to delltroy my character, by representing 
me as ima .. e and intemperate*-roused me to a 
serious .iew of its unlawful, immoral, blasphe
mous and horrid obligations, and its dangerous 
and destructive influence on the liberties of the 
land. From the night I left the Lodge, thirty 
years ago at least, to the perioa of these events; 
if 1 eyer thought or it at all, in a scientific point 
of'view,it was merely as a piece of contempti
ble and disgr~ceful'qua~kery, f~r, very ~ar, be
Death the notICe of a ratIOnal bemg: It IS truet 
that I was not without suspicions, that it might, 
88 "a 'SECRRT ASSOCIATION, become' a· 
dangeroup political engine in the hands of am-

. bitiou, and unprincipled men: It had .not, to 
my knowledge, however, committed any O'Dert 
(Jt;t; and I did not, therefore, consider myself 
specially called upon, more than any other citi-
zen, or editor, to express my opinion of its me-

. * See Appeadlz, Note 17 •. 
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rits or demerits ~ It would indeed have been -
madness, or at least the very height of impru
dence, in m'e, or anyone else, to have attacked 
the Institution; considering the veil of antiquity 
which saneti,oned" and commanded the respect 
of mankind ' for it '; the pretended moral and 
scientific sublimity, ~nd grandeur of its mysteries, 
and avowed principles; the benevolent objects 
it professed to have in view; and above all, the 
want of positive, or powerful presumptive proof 

- against it: But since the atrocious outrilges, 
commenced at' Batavia, and consummated at or 
near Fort Niagara, by the murder of Morgan, 
in str-ict con) ormity both to the letter and spirit 
of its laws and obligations; I have sought, in
dustriously and perseveringly, for light on its 
PB;st history, its rise, progress, pretensions and 
practices; and 'I have come to the rational, firm, 
and ir.r~vocable conclusion, tnat if ought to be 
abandoned by every honest man-that the pu
rity and stability of our republican civil and po
litical consthutions, depend upon its totul anni-
hilation. ' 

Though not set forth in my Prospectus of 
this work; yet , before I part with you, my.young 
countrymen, of every condition in life, permit 
me to call your serious attention to a subject of 
the deepest importance; and one which, of all 

. others, deserveS' to be made the theme of your 
studies by daY' and by-night. 
- Whatever individually may be your destiny 

in life, whether gliding on the placid stream of 
prosperity, or tost lupon the boisterous billows 
of -adversity; let me earnestly, advise you to 
study diligently the Evidences of Christianity
of that religion, which I have finally been led 
to embrace 'as the only sure and unfailing source 

, ,* 8 
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, of peace'in this world, aDd hope in thai which 
is to come: Let. me conjure you to seek the 
conviction, and. never for a mome'nt lose sight' 
of it, that without PIE'n' to GOD, MAN, with all 
the graces and dignity of:his person, all the 
splendour and depth of hit! intellect, and all the' 
endfiaring ties that bind hi~ to. earth, is but a 
desolate and miserable being. Love, friendship, 
consanguinity, and affection, those grand ties 
of social existence serve but to embitter our 
mind~ in the hour of calamity, if we cannot look' 
to GOD, as the Eternal source o~ all our hopes, 
to soothe our agonies, and to calm our fears. 

, While, therefore, the impious man, has no rest
ing' place to sustain him against the shock or 
misfortune, and the flood of wo j with what con
fidence and consolation,' can he who cberishes 
piety as the Elheet-anchor of the soul, appeal to. 
his everlasting Father, when smarting und,er. 
tlie rod of afBiction. Tkough~ Bays the Psalm .. 
ist, I walk in the midst·of trouble, thou 'lDilt re
m-oe me; thou shalt stretch forth' tlty hand 
. against tke wrath of my enemies, and thy right 
hand shall save me. . . 

. . If on this subject I am earnest, believe me, it 
is because I feel deeply itl! importance to your 
temporal and eternal happiness: And 1 do,' I 
assure you sedously, feel it the more deeply, 
because, when in early' life, and destitute of 
experience, I was led into a Masonic Lodge, 
the )'nanl who led me there, led me, at the same 
time, to c~brace thoOie principles of Infidelity, 
which I now consider the bane of my' life; and 
of which, tnerefore, I feel anxious to prese"e 
you from becoming tne dupes and the victilJll.· 
To that day I had 'cberisl,1ed-the principles, at> 
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far as I could understand tam-, and tbefeelings.~ 
to their full extent, of a Christian. My revered 
parents had infused into my young mind tbe
s.pirit 'of religion. and piety which animated· 
theirs '; and the eloquence .of a MAXCY, one of the 
most amiable and exalted of his species, hlld 
rivetted my religious affections to. the Baptist 
Society. The happiest hours of my life had 
been spent in worshipping my Creator at the; 
humble and modest, but truly devotional altars 
of that worthy and pious people, find minglin,g . 
with them in their religious conferences. It' 
was a sudden and unexpected departure from· 
my native state, that alone prevented me from 

. becoming a communicant of that church. But 
when I came to Albany, I had. been, excepting 
a short interval, traversing the ocean for several 
years, in the humble capa~ity of a common sea
man j and here I found no Baptist Society, with 
whom to renew my former religious commu
nion. I became acquainted with my masonic 
preceptor-he was weHqualified to obtain an 
influence over a young man, such as I then 
was; and from the moment he did obtain it, he 
began to poison my mind with insinuations 
against the Christian Revelation; nor did he 
relax in his efforts until he had the satisfaction 
of finding me as confirmed an Infidel as himself; 
and my belief is that one half, at least, if not 

.. more, of the young men who are seduced into 
Free Masonry, have their minds imbued at the. 
same time with the poison of Infidelity. Led 
on by my evil genius, as I now firmly believe that 
man to have been, I suffered my mind to become 
enslaved by the seductiTe and pernicious authol~ 
,f the IJlfidel .chool.. leought for and read, 
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with avidity, Bolingbroke, Shaftsbury, Hiune,
and·severnl others of the J;Jritish Infidelleadersj
and with the same zest and eagerness I devour
ed the works of Frederick the Great, of Prussia, . 
(if he can be called groat, who rejects the pu· 
rest religion, that ever visited the earth, and
reduces its ' Divine Author to' the . level of a 
Heathen or a Pagan Philosopher )-. Voltaire; 
D'Alembert, Boulanger, and other French au
thors, together with Thomas Paine's Age 0( ' 
Reason, and Ethan Alle.o.'s crude, ill-digested, 
and flimsy Oracles. For many years, involved 
in pleasure, business, and political pursuits, I 
yielded to the falsehood and sophistry of these 
tlelusive and demoralising works; and that; tdo, ' 
without ever making the least attempt (except· 
iug on one occa8ion, and then without proper' 
effect) to examine the other side of the quel!· 
tiona In the same manner that I never thought 
seriously of Free 1J'Jasonry as a great evil, till 
she showed her cloven foot so clearly in the 
murder of Morgan; so I never was led clearly, 
and without doubt, to see Christianity as not 
only a great, but the greatest df all good, till 
the occurrence of a singular event in my life, or 
rather Providential circumstance (as I c011sider 
it) whick happened to me in crossing the Scho:
haric Mountain, which I did several times be
tween August, 1826, and Apri), 1827: The 
circumstance, above alluded to, le<I me to a se· 
rious aud laborious inquiry into the necessity 
or utility, the truth or falsehood, of Christian· . 
ity, in every important point of view. 

My first object was, and this was suggested 
not only by the event which. occurred on the 
mountain, but by other occurrenees that I had 
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met with in the course of my several tours, and' 
which need not be detailed here; to enquire ' 
into the capacity of mankind, to preserve free 
and equal government, or any government at all. ' 
founded on wisdom, justice and equity, without 
the influence of religion. I was soon satisfied' 
that no government would last for any length of 
time, unless fortified in the minds of the people, 
by this essential pillar of human society:* to 
come to this conclusion, it is only necessary to 
examine the history, so for as we have it, of those 
tribes or nations, who, destitute of the gospel, 
have been left to the dim light of Nature alone 
for their guidance; and to observe the barba-' 
rous rites, the inhuman customs, and the spirit 
of anarchy and confusion that ever controuls 
their destinies, and frequently totally destroys 
them. Where they are destitute of all religion, 
of which there are but one or two known' and: 
solitaryex!mples, they are cannibals, and de
vour each other; where they have some. crude 
notions of natural religion, though not cannibals, 
they are still barbarous and savage; where Na~ 
tural'Religion has been best understood, it has 
still been mingled with superstition, idolatry and 
oorruption; and where the pretended RMJe
latitm of the .A.-,.aman Impostor has prevailed, 
superstition and cbrruption have likewise been 
its handmaids. It is only where tIte real, 8,'IIIIl 
of Righteousness, the Christian RMJelatioft, 
has shed its beams, that truth is to be found, 

. unmixed with error. 
My next step was, to compare, with diligence, . 

the . Christian Religion, with the several other 
~ systems that now exist, or have existed in time. . . 

• See AppMdix, Note 18. 
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pailt; aDd the result was, th~t 1 {oulld ClariB~ 
tianity towering far above them all in its sub:- ' 
lime morality, and divine attributes. Whoever 
will study the religious creed, if it ean be called 
such, and the maxiills of CONFUClu,s-the wild 
and fantastical speculations of PYTHAGORAS ; 
the barbarous superstitions in religion, and the 
crude moral systems of Greece and Rome~take 
even their best productiQns, such as the works ' 
of SOCRATES and of PLATO, of SENECA and of 
CICERo-tO say nothing of a score of others, 
like Epictetus, Marcus Aurelius, and their equals 
or inferiors-and then come down to the Alco
ran of Mahomet-who'ever, I say, shall rursue 
this course, will be satisfied, that over al these " 
barbarous superstitions, and ill-digetJted moral 
codes" the Gospel of our Redeemer triumphs in 
all the majesty of truth, and all the dignity and 
sublimity of sound moral and theological science. 

My l,8st step was, to investigate se14ou81" and 
as thoroughly as possible, the truth or falsehood 
of Ohristianity as a Re~elation: Ana on this 
branch of the subject, I was really surprised, I 
affirm it with the utmost sineerity, to find a mass 
of. evidence in its favor, of the existence of 
which I had never before so much' as dreamed. 
The result was" that at almost every step of the 
process, my doubts were shaken; and my scep~ , 
licism kept yielding to the force or truth and 
argument, the irresistible light of conviction, 
until I found, when I had finished the course of" 
study, marked out by my own judgment, that all 
my doubts had vanished; and my faith inJEsos, 
of Nazareth, as the Son of God, and the Divine 
Missionary of his Father for the redemption of' 
our fallen race, W88 ftally conlrlP6d. ' ' 
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I do Dot mean,tobe underatood, that the par
ticular event which led me into the above~meD
ed enquiry, had in it any thing either superDat~-

, ral or miraculous; but it was one of those re
markable or Providential occurrences, of which 
every man of observation, who has lived long 
and seen much, must recollect to have met with 
something like it, in the course of his own life; 
and which has given an entirely new turn or 

. direction to his thoughts upon some important 
subject or other. In the case alluded to, my 
mind received a sudden impulse, which led me 
not only into the first ~nd second train of inquiry 
and comparative process, above stated; but to 

, read carefully, in connection with the Bible, and 
to compare with their adversaries, whom I had 
formerly read, the following works, viz: Pri~ 
deaux's Connections of Sacred and Profane 
History-the Chevalier Ramsay's inimitable 
work on Natural and Revealed Religion-But
ler's Ana'logy of Religion, Natufal and Revealed, 
to the Constitution and COUfse of Nature
Michaelis's invaluable Commentaries on the 
Laws of Moses-Leland's View of the Deisti
cal Wrfters-:Ueykeley's Minute Philosopher-

_ Forbes's Thoughts' Concerning Religion; his, 
Letter to a Bishop, and his Reflections on In~ 
credulity-Watson's Apology for Christianity
(in which he so completely refuted, and hum·· 
bled one of the great Apostles of the Infidel 
School, the ingenious and eloquent Gibbon, so 
much so tha:t Mr. Gibbon fairly fled from the 
controversy)-Campbell's Reply to HUIJ)e~sF;s-
8ay on Mirac1es""";'(I had read the Essay twi,ee 
nearly thirty yeafs 'ago, without, evef,. till the 
la~t year, taking the pains to read the reply)-

, 
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'!l'he H~story of the Cosmogony of the Creation ; 
.and Biographical and Historical ~ketches of 
Moses, David and Jesus Christ, scattered in the 
lst,4th, and 10th Y'olumes of The Uw.i",ersal 
History, written mostly by that once eccentric. 
always profound, and finally pious and irre
proachable Psalmanazer-the articles in the 
EncyclQpedia Britannica, relating to the sub
ject of Theology, and more especially to Christ 
and his Divine System-Campbell's Four Gos
pels. with Preliminary Dissert~tiolls, and Notes 
Critical and Explanatory-" . Addison's briefwork, 
entitled Of the Christian Religion-Paley's 

"Natural Theology, and his Evidences of Chris
tianity-Chalmers's Evidence and Authority of 
the Christian Revelation-Nine Essays on se
veral of the most important topics of Christian
ity, which are -scattered in the lst, "Sd, and 4th 
volumes of a London Periodical work, entitled, 
The Obser",er, and last, though not least, in 
point of importance and ability, Sherlock's Tri
al of the Witnesses of the Resurrection of J e-*" " -sus. _ 

In this course of reading, there are several 
small works, which J am surp~sed are "not pub
lished by our tract societies, IDstef;ld of many 
weak and inefficient essays which they distri
bute. I do not mean to insinuate a wall~ of 
judgment on their part, bu~ merely a participa
tion in • common error"; for it has been too long 
an axiom with statesmen, politicians, and all 
manner of teachers and preachers, that the 
multitude require to be fed with the pap-spoons 
of religion, l~erature and science : but those 
who so judge, confound i~anity or imbecility of 

"See Appelldb:, Net. 19. 
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want of infonnation"whicb unfortunately is too 
common. I have (ound in the most benighted:' - I
common sailor; in the rudest and most il1ite~ " ' 
fate German of Schoh,arie; and in the most 
vulgar and ignorant yankee of Otsego; native 
intellect equal to that of a Rittenhouse, or a 
Frankliri; and such .instances are for more 
numerous, than is imagined by those, who, se~ 
eluded in colleges, academies, and otherwise, 
converse mostly with books, and mingle but 
little, if'lny, with the mass of mankind. On. 
the other hand, inanity or imbecility of mind, is 
not often met with. The truth is, if we would
make good and useful, men of c,hildren, we 
should treat them as rational and immortal be .. 
iugs from the moment they -begin to lisp a syl
lable: banishing all frivolous prl\ttle and non
sense from our intercourse with them, and aU 
brutal force, such as scourging and beating-

. for in his recommendation of the rod, I cannot 
agree with my ancient namesake, great as he 
was-we should use only sound reason, trutb, 
and mild persuasion. I hardly know in which 
respect our Saviour appears the most amiable 
and interesting; whether when he says-8uffer 
little children to come unto me-or when he. 
invites all W/lO labour and are heavyladtm t. 
find rest to their souls in the consolations of bl~ 
divine mission: If, then, we should thus deal 
witb, children ; so, on the other hand,. to mlike : 
wise or, well-informed men, of ignorant ones, 
we should follow the same rational and manli 
" course, and furnish them with important facts, 
and conclusive arguments, instead of simple 
stories, whether fictions or not, of pious dairy 

9 . 
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"1'I1aid,; and penitent Magdalenes: it was not 
thU8 tftat Paul accosted the benighted and the 
ignorant, to whom he carried the. glad tidings 
of salvation; on the Contrary all he said, was 
serious, sensible, bold, energetic~ QuintiJian 
IS often quoted as having said, that the unpol
iShed .human mind is like marble in the quarry; 
but he forgot, in ma){ing the comparison, that 
there is soft as well as hard marble, and whilst 
the hitter will bear polishing, the former will 
not. The darkness of the human intellect may 
be illumined,but its weakness cannut be strength
thened. Imbecility, therefore, will ever remain 
imbecility. "The Ethiop cannot change his, 
skin, nor the Leopard his spots:" but the mind -
of the oQe, if not like the soft marble, maybe 
polished and improved; and,so may the fierce
ness of the other be tamed, at least so far as to 
know the hand that feeds it. With such works 
as Watson's Apology for Christianity-his Apo
logy for the Bible-the small work of Chal
mers-' and that of Sherlork, in their hande-
I IiIhould 'not, in the least, fehr to risk the con
troversy between Christianity and Infidelity, on 
the effect of these works alone upon the natiVf~ 
'good sense of our countrymen in general; and 
'tbat, too, without going buck to the pages of 
'Tacitus, an opponent, to prove the existencc
or to those of the early and orthodox Father~ 
Jjkc Barnabas and Clement, for· testimoi1Y near-
ly oollateral-or to the writings of the Evau'
gelists themselves for intrinsic evidence-of 
CHRIST, and of "'hence he came, and of what 
'he p.erformed for the glory of his Eternal Fa
ther, nnd ~he benefit nnd t~e gratitude of the' ' 
bumaD rac'e. The work ofOhalmers is, of 
~tse1£ cQDGlusive-ani well .it may . be-t01 
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.although he commenced ~t with bis mine 
clouded by skepticism;. yet so sure is truth to 
prevail, when it does come fairly in contact with 
minds capable of receiving it, that before he 
'finished his work, the light burst upon him in all 
its divine splendor, and with such irresistible 
force, that his mind, his heart, all his nobler 
thoughts, feelings "md afiections, became firmly 
rivetted in the faith and the love of the Lord 
Jesus. No wonfter, theil, that the conviction 
which struck so deeply into his own mind, he 
imparts to the mind of his reader with equally 
irresistible power; for it is when min.d meets 
mind, and heart meets heart, upon any'.subjectJ 

that the triumph ·of truth is as sure and unfail
ing, as the ever1a~ting ~treams that fructify the 
earth, and sustain the animal powers of creation • 
. lam well aware, that myoid infidel friends 

may sneer at all this; and that myoid and in
yeterate political, as well as new and mtUignant 
masonic enemies, wiii no dOUbt join them. The 
mean and dastardly persecution, slander and 
abuse, that I have been, fi,r many years, subject
ed to from old political foes, t·s well as some 
old, pretended and insidious friends; together 
with the disappointment. which my quondam 

. brethren, in infidelity, will experience, on read~ 
ing this work; 1111 concur to admonish me of 
what I may, and most probably shall, have to 
encounter: but neither t.heir sneers, nor their 
jeers, will affect me in the least. in any other 
way than to give me real pleaspre. Fortified, 
as I am, ill my own conscience-standing, as 1 
know that I do, in this work, and as I mean to' . 
do' in all cases, on the one hand UpOB the ark of 

- 1tirtue, and of constitutional·freedom i aDd on. 

Digitized by Google 



tOO 
the other upon the Rocle 0/ Ages-the more ene
mies I may ha,;,e, the more shaH I rejoice; fot", 
the more good shall I know, by this sl~n alone.1 

that I am doing. If in this -cause of civIl liberty, 
and' celestial religion, my humble talents shall 
be instrumental in saving from the grasp of a 
dark and secret combination, the constitutions 
of mr country, and of turning her youth, or any 
portIon of them, from the paths of vice and of' 
folly, to those of wisdom and of virtu~ ; then shall 
I exult, as did good old Simeon, in the day of 
our Lord; and snail thus receive more than a 
hundred fold compensation for the venomous 
and malignant hostility and abuse of ten thou
sand enemies: For, show me a man without
numerous enemies, and I will show you one, wh& 
whatever may be the amiable traits of his cha
racter, never did any great, or lasting and per
manent 'good to society or mankind. So long 
as a man glides smoothly and silently along, ill 
the corrupted currents of the world; and if he 
do not in mind and in heart mingle with them; 

_ neither does he attempt to check their course, 
oj' turn- them into purer channels; so long will 
he be.permitted to remain without being made-a' 
mark to be shot at by the arrows of calumny and 
detraction: nay more, he witl be called "a 
trice man," "a wonderful clev~r, mar~," by .all the 
Noodks, male and female, In sOCiety; tIpplers 
will toast him in bar-rooms; .gossips will mingle 

. hi~ praises_ with -their hyson, or souchong beve
rage; misers will applaud his economy, because 
it resembles - their own; fools will cry up his 
wisdom fpr the -same reason; and if a candIdate 
for office, they. will flock to the polls and vote for 
bim;; whilst at home his trembling slaves, _ ~d 
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liis looking-glass, will make him believe, that h.e 
'is the factotum of the t«?wn or state, t~e very deity 
of the day! and all thIs, too, when, In all proba~ 
,hility, he nev~r performe~ a ~ol~tary no~le, gene
rous or charitable act 111 hIs hfe, and IS wholly 
incapable of performing one: On the other harnl, 
no man ever yet boldly. and honestly wielded' 
his pen, or raised his voice, against error, crim~, 

.and corruption, without being reviled and per-

. secuted by the mean, the envious and the un
'principled-for an honest, manly and magnani~ 
mous foe will never stoop to any of thel?e means. 

, But be aU this as it may-as a patriot, and a real 
· wiend to the republican constitutions and liber
ties of my country, much less as a disciple of 

· Christ, I shoul" be a poor· creature, a miserable 
· tool indeed, if my mind were to be disturbed, 

- for a moment, by the sneers or the j~ers, the 
· clamours or the calumnies, of tny personal ene
mies, 01"' those of the sacred cause in which I 

. am engaged: on the contrary, I pity their weak
, ness-detest their meanness-defi their malice 

-and laugb at their calumny., boldly chal
lenge them to fix on my character, by.the shadow 

, 6)f proof, by' any other than gossip, tattle and 
· malignant slander, a single wilfully base or dis- ' 

Ilonourable act, in the whole course of my life; 
- since if I have been an Infidel, I have never eon

descended to degrade my mind, or my person,.in 
· habitual vicious pursuits of any kind; for. it 

must be recollected, that llOnest Infidels have 
· their Socratic and Platonic, their Ciceronian 
· and Allrelian, if noHheir Evangelical Piety: .I~t 
· my enemies, then, 'do their worst:. I fear not but 

th.ere will @Qme a day, wAen L.saaU tri1llD,1l. 
~R; 
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lWer them all, in tbe eye c:JfH1M, whose fav.,. 
arid good will are alone worth seeki'ng, and 
witbout which, all else may be deemed as dross, 
dregs~ and everlasting damnation. 'As to my 
·old i~fidel friends, with many of whom I have 
-long corresponded in various parts of the state 
arid the union, I know some of them to possess 
sound heads and honest hearts; and all I ask 
of these, or any of them, is to s.it down, and se
riously and deli be rat ely to go through the course 
bf study, which I have pointed out alld pursued~ 

. adding to it only Lardner's profound and exten-
· sive enquiry iuto the credibility of the gospels, 
and preserving their minds, at the same time, 
:unshackled. uninfluenced by former· prejudicet:. 
They owe this to themselves, as well as to the 
cause of truth'; for it is, I am satisfied from my 
extensive acquaintance with infidels, not SQ 

much from the rottenness of their he.arts, or the 
weakness of their heads, as from a total neglect 
to examine both sides of the question, that they 
reject revelation. I know very many indeed of 
them, who have never taken the trouble to exa
mine the BlliLE seriously; and much less to stu
dy any' of its able. commentators and vindica
tors; but they have read Bolingbroke,- and 

· Hume, and Voltaire., and swallowed their' mis-
. representations and sophistry; relying, as I once 
, did myself, with implicit confid~nce upon their 
· premises, &nd conclusions, when the first arE 
, qftcn false, and the latter invariably so, or at. 
:, best not fairly 6.,owing frem the former. Camp
:)~~l has exposed. and ~efuted Hume i!1 a master
·:t'mann-er,s'hewmg'··bllP to be, though cool and 

fnlbtle; ,et contradictory, inconsistent, and un
sue.stntial: i:)< fact. with ~ll tile. cool subtlety 
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.. nd profunditl of Hume, he eannot conceal the 
cloJen.,foot o· the sophist; and this, on a late' 
reading, I .clearly perceived; although when 
quite young, I swallowed all he says with the 
avidity Dr a gourmand: these are the contrary 
effects that ilow from reading with our feelings 
and prejudices in favour of our author, or, on 
the coptrary, with' our judgment in full com
mand of OUT feelings and prejudices, and prepa
red to decide correctly. As to 'Bolingbroke, he 
is full of .declamation, without argument-and 
V oltaire, fro~ the beginning to the end of all 
that he has written on the subject, is scarcely 
any thing more' than a continued series of wit 
and sarcasm, sparkling and pUllgent; but in 
every sense of the word, a perversion of his text, 
Rnd of the truth. "' A little philosophy," says • 
Lord Bacon, "inclines us to Atheisrr., and a 
great deAl of philosophy carries us back to reli
gion." The fOl'mer clause of this proposition 

. applies with full force to the infidel writers above
mentioned; as the latter d'oei to their able op-' 
ponents: All, therejore, I repeat it, that is ne
cessar.y to the triumph of Christianity over Infi
delity, in the mind of any sensible man, who is 
seriously and earnestly seeking for the truth, is 
to· pursue the ~ame investigat.ion that I have 
pursued, uninffuenced and unshackled by pre
juclice. \Vhen I sat down to h, I endeavorea· tQ. 
divest myself of every bias; and' to commence 
the work as though I had just fallen from the 
clouds, and' had. never heard of the subject, or 
.J,fiingled in the- tumults aud perplexities, or the 
selfish· and sensual currents of the world: in 
.thi!3 pursuit, and in this spirit, I spent at least 
"ur of the last fourteen meDthe : And Jet· ml 

. ./ 
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honest old friends' in the walks of Infidelity, do 
this; and I (ear not the complete triumph, i! 
their minds,of the pure, divine, and heart-felt· 
doctrines of JESUS of Nazareth, over the corrupt, 
earthly, cold and heartless speculations of that 
Infidel School, to which I have been by far too 
10n~ attached, and which has done so much to 
unhmge the moral order of the world, and to 
plunge'it into' confusion and destruction. 

The-Infidel, my young countrymen, will tell 
you 'ofthe arts 'of Priestcraft, and the abuses to 
which Christianity has been subjected by the 
frailty of human passions and humlln reason: but 
Ilet not such insinuations, such sophistry, deter' 
you from Ii thorough examination for yourselves. 
Ifliable to be punished hereafter for your Infide
lity, and its immoral or gillful consequences in 

• / your practice; you cannot plead, before your 
Eternal Judge, that you violated his holy laws, 
and' rejected his holy name, because you. had 
seen or heard of such a thing as Priestcraft·~ I 

N or can you get off with the plea, tha~ because 
bad 'men, in bad times, whether Princes, Priests, 

, (tr common Laymen, abused' and perverted a 
system, which in itself is not only of Divine Ori
"in, but of unmixed, and unsullied, and divine 
purity; you, therefore, imbibed false opinions, 
without taking the trophle to examine for your
selves, whether the abuses 'were in and not of the 
system. In this work, I have proved, that the 
murder of MORGAN flowed not from the ABUSE of 
Free Masonry, but from the actuallaU's and obliga
ti~, imposed by the system; hence it is, that the . 
system -IS so dangeroul! and destrnctiye to .liberty 
and religion: Not so with the abuses of Chris
titmit1, .f which illadels make a handle: I feat-
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lessly challenge the whole hMt ofthetn; 10 show 
a precept, a rule, or.a lawofChrjstianity, which 
does not carryon its face the mark of'purity and 
of truth, the stamp of Divinity. Recollect, that . 
Priests, as clergymen are denominated in com
mon parlance, are but men of 'like passions and 
infirmities with yourselves; and although chosen 
to administer the WORD, do not always live up to 
the 'WORD : but this should be no stumbling-block 
in the way of your faith or your practice; your 
own reason must be your guide; and in no law, 
human or divine, without destroying all law~ 
can the faults or crimes of one delinquent, be 
plead in mitigation, much less in justification, by 
another. ~ely upon it, that as the clerical cha
racter cannot be plead either i~ justification 0.' 

miti~ation of clerical delinquency; much less 
. can It shield your default in the day of judgment: 
on the contrary, the clergyman who violates his 
duty, is a two-fold transgressor, and exposed, if 
possible, to double damnation ... I cannot con
ceive of a fiend in hell more wicked. than the 
man who takes upon himself the sacred dutiE"S of 
the altar, under the impression-without which 
he has no business there-that he is called to 
the work by Divine Providence; and still,wil
fully pollutes his heart and his hands in the Tani
ties, crimes and corruptions of the world. Be 
assured, then, that in this case, the most import
ant and awful that we can, any of us, ever be 
involved in, every soul must stand or faU on its 
own merits or demerits; and as it, shall have 
found, or Idst, an interest in the atoning merit 
and mediation of the Redeemer. 

Commenee this investigation, then; 'I beseech 
10u, without pinning your faith upon any man's 
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a'ee~e, o~ without attem.pting, .in ~he 6rst pla~e.. 
to establish any· seetanan prmclple. HavIng 
satisfied my~elf of the abstract truth, as it is ii' 
Jesus, I am now engaged in studying the princi. 
pies of the various sects; and have begun witl: 
Calvin's Institutes. I should have preferred tt 
have commenced with the Fath~rs, and later 
champions of the Catholic church, could I have 
procured thE'm here conveniently: I shall, how .. 
eyer, procure them-and I shall, with steady 
labor, and all unbiassed mind, pursue the sub .. 
ject, until I become thoroughly conversant with 
the several creeds, which have prevailed, or 
are now prevalent, and the shades of difference 
which distinguish them; finally testing the whole, 
with all the judgment I can bring to the task, by 
the writings of the E'vangelists: and I shall, if 
m1 life be spared, leave, as a legacj to m~ cbil~ 
dren, in the hope that they may profit by It, the 
result of the investigation, connected with the 
conclusio[!~ ! haveaiready formed. But as to 
you,'my young countrymen, the plain and simple 
qoostioll to be solved. in the first place, is
Do lhe Go.pels ~olltain a faithful history of the lives 
and acts of Chrut and has Apostles? Satisfy your 
miuds upon tbis all-important point, and your 
hearts, as well as your heads, will finally do the 
rest. Sectarian cavils, and the sophistical com
mentaries of infidel writers, may have blurred 
the beauty, and impairE'd the majesty of the 
DIVINE ORACLES; but wisdom is nevertheless jus
tified of her 'children: And whoever will go to 
the Bible itself, and study it in the spirit of can
dour and integrity, "rightly dividing the 'word ;" 
that is, separating, with judgment, the 'historical 
aDd tbe allegorical, from the poetical and prQ-
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phelical; the legul. from the· moral; the litertll 

. &om the metaphoncal; and the formal frOID ' 
the spiritual; making due allowances,. at the 
same time,.in the moral, historical, and legal por
tions, for the difference, between those times 
and the present, in education, manners, habits, 
ideas of civil :l..nd political government and juris
prudence, soil. climate, and population; for all 
tiH~se ti.i:ngs must hal"e been embraced in the 
Divine WIsdom and Economy, as revealed to 
MObes, and ihe Prophets and Patriarchs; and 
afterwards, through our Saviour and his Apos
tles: ",hoeveJ', depend upon it, may do all this 
understandingly, will rise from the holy labour, 
satisfied, that the Bible is not only the word of 
God; but will, I trust, be made to feel, and to 
acknowledge, that it is the power of God unto salva. 
lion. . 

And now, my young countrymen, let me once 
more, before I dose this work, impress upon you 
the solemn advic~ of a man, w~o has seen much 
of the world, and knows full· well all the snares 
ilnd dangers 10 which y,?U will be exposed. Let 
me conjure you, then, shunning the paths of 
Jolly, and of guilty pleasure, to embrace RELIGION 

.early, as the only sure and substantial fOlll<ida
tion, on which to rest all your hopes of temporal 
and eternal happiness. ShUll, I entreat you,. the 
walks of the Infidel, and be not deluded by his 
sophistry, let his wisdom, or his "irtues, be what 

· th€y may. "Curse on his virtues,'.' said a Roman 
· patriot, speaking of a usurper,· " t~ have undolre 
hi:; country!" The more virtue there is, in Ii 

· wrong-headed man, the Jllore mischief may he 
do to society. It is the gilded pill that is the 

· cnsiest and the readiest swallowed. Vain .... 
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may deny the nible~ and weak men may follow 
them ;.;but that sacred volume is the enduring 
F!>unt pf Eternal Wisdom. Those who reject 
it, may pretend to vast profundity of thought, 
and to. see clearly, that there is no future state 
of rewards and punishments: but believe me,. 
such doctrines are not new; they have often' 
been advanced" and as often put down, by the 
good sense and l'irtue of mankind, as well as by 
the sQundest logic, on the part of thm.e sa~es, 
who have victoriously maintained the doctnnes 
of the Cross. If there be any blessing of life, 
more than another, for which any man may have 
especially to thank his God, it must be, that his 
mind has become settled upon this all-important 
subject: that he has been brought to see ~learly, 
that man is accountable in another world for 
the deeds' done in the body here; that his soul 
is immortal. 

Deny to man a future state of existence, and, 
llow much is he degraded! He possesses facul~ 
ties that elevate him above all the other animals 
is the creation. Compared with the reptile, he' \ 
of like a God; and with the Lion, the Elephant, 
or the Mammoth, he still soars an Angel in the 
superiority of his _powers. But. deprived of il!
mortal.hope, he is reduced to the level of the 
lowest of the anim.al tribes. He comes int. 
existence with intellectual endowments of the 
:highest grade; he enters upon a theatre where 

. £ountless objects present themselves to improve 
llis faculties, or be improved by their exercis~. 
He enters· on the t:areer of improvement. He 
finishes some plans, and he commences others t 

which he does not stay to accomplish. He erects 
ho~ses, whi.:h he does Bot remain to inhabit;. 
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lIe -"uilds ships, and leaves them to be naviga-
. ted by others. He pJants trees, that others may 
enjoy their fruits. He sows fields, that others 
may reap their harvest. He quits forever his na
tive soil, or shores; migrates over mountains, 
apparently inaccessible, and never before trod 
by human footsteps, or across trackless oceans, 
to distant and dreary climes; clears off the 
wilderness, cultivates new fields; builds up new 
cities; forms new constitutions. and laws, reli
gious, civil and political; and leaves them all 
for the enjoyment and the government of.after
ag~s. He forms the strongest and the tenderest 
of all ties and connexions, which he knows must 
be severed in this life: And he conquers science, 
and climbs the rugged steeps that lead to fame, 
but to be conquered himself by death, an,d be 
cast dowu to perish forever! 

Such is the condition of man, if the cold 
speculations of the atheist and the infidel be 
founded in truth: but it cannot be! The God 
-of Nature has not endowed him with .all bis 
extraordinary and sublime powers; hus not 
made him so far above all other animals, and so 
little below the Angels, that he should perish 
like a mole, or a caterpilJar, and be known no 
more among created intelligence. No!-no!
by all the perfections of bis animal frame and 
faculties-by all the sensibilities of his heart
by all the graces of his mind-by all the fire of 
his genius-by all the· sublimity of his concep
tions-by all the benign and glorious fruits of 
.bis intellect, a~d by all the mighty works of his 
bands; he was nQt, be could not have been 
created, to perish in everlasting oblivion, and 

10 
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be b81iisbed forever from the scenes of intellec· .. 
tual enjoyment, and the presence of his God! 

I shall now, my young countrymen, take my 
leave of you, perhaps for ever: And certain it 
is, that I can never again Hddrel4s yoil on sub
jects of more importance to your happincs8, both 
here and hereafter, than those which this work 
embraces. Come what will of me: whether I 
am destined to fall by thehund of some vulgar 
and midnight assassin, as has been threatened ;* 
or to die on the bed of peace, surrounded by dear 
conncxions and valued ti·iends-I thank my God, 
in the utmost sincerity of my sou~, that he has 
spared me to draw this port.rait of a corrupt and 
degeucrate ORDER--an ORDER-l if there can 
for a moment be such a thing as an 01'der in a 
republican governrncnt)-whose 8chemes nrc as 
dark as those of the disciples of" Loyola, and 
whose discipline is as despotic and dangerous 
as that of the Inquisition: And solemnly to 
warn· you, who mu~tat no distant day become 
the props of YOllr country's existence, the de
fenders of her soil, the vindicators of her rights, 
the authors and conservators of her laws, and 
the proud pillars of her glory; to beware, as yon 
would of the most deadly poison, of coming 
within the pale of its licentiolls mysteriel!!, its 
unhallowed ol·gics, and it~ blasphemous rites. 
'foo long, by far too long, has it ulready pollu~ 
ted the sacred soil of liberty: too long already 
bas it darkly controuled the ballot of the unsus
pecting freeman, aod paralyzed the right of elec. 
tiont-too long has it stained the purity of the 
el.miIle, and defiled the sanctity of the altar
teo long bas it corrupted legislation and perver-

* See Al"pencll'x, Nete !!e. f See A,ppclldla, Net.., 21. 
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ted justice-too long hasit made the Ju.y Box 
the sink of partiality and favoritism; and the 
stand of the witness the source of perjury, and 
the protection of fraud and villany-too long 
has it been permitted to redeem, felons from 
the State IJrison, before they had half expiated 
their crimes; awl to rob the gallows and the 
gibbet of their honest. dues :-MORALITY, 
PATRIOTIS'l, LIBER1'Y and RELIGION; 
the holy laws it has violated, and the d,)mestic" 
civil and political ties it has severed; the prom
ising young men it has lured to destruction, an.I 
the heart bl'Oken parents, whose grey hairs it 
has brought witll, BorrOlO to the gratJe; the hus
bands it has alienated f~om their wives, and the 
wives it has robbed of tbe society and protec~ 
tion of their husbands; the widows and the or~ 
phans it has plunged into misery, and the blood 
of the martyrs it has slain; ALL CRY ALOUD, IN 

ONE UNITED VOICE, TO THE GOD OF ETERNAL 
JUSTICE,FORITSTOTAL EXTIRPATION 
}'ROM THE FACE OF THE EARTH! 

ALB4NY, Dec. 8th, 1827. 
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APPENDIX. 

NOTE I, . 
'lhe .pirit of Job was in a right tunf', wheD he aaid-Shall we rkliv~ 

g6Nollhe hand oJ God, ood lhall IDIl 7101 rueive tflil. Jl)b ii. 10. ... 
And so of the Psalmist, when he said-It j, good lot me, that 1 hOt;/! 

bem qfJlicled, I hat I might learn tAy tlalullll; Ihe law o/'h1/ mouth ill. 
beUer unlo me Ikan tAou,anlh 01 gold and .ilver. P,. exia:. 71,72. 

Belore 1 lOa' uJllie/td, lwenl ulrall, but nllfD 1 hafle hp' Ih1/ IDord.-
TAonin/oilA/ultit" hut aJllicted rI'e. P., 117,7;,. . 

Blullld iI the man, whom thou Mutenelh, U Lord; anll teaMe'" hln ... 
flul of thy law. P,. XCtfJ. 12. 

Prosperity, lay. LORD BACON, i. the blelsing of tbe Old Teltament 
~,dversity is the blessing of I,he New, which carrieth the greater ben". 
diction, and the clearer revelation of God's fa,·or:. yet evea ia tht; 
Old Teatamp.nt, if you Iilten to David's harp, Yl)u sball hear al many 
hearse·like air. as carols; and the pencil of the Holy Ghost hath la' 
boured more iD describing the amiction. of Job,. than the f'eliqities 91' 
Solomon. 

NOTEn.. . 
'l'he following Proclamation, WIUI issued by th .. Gonrnor, agreeablf. 

to itl date, for tbe discovery of the truth in M,ngan'. case :_ ~ 
PaOCLAJlAT10N,-B,I De Will Clinton, Governor o/lAe Siale oJ N. Yar~. 

Whereas the measures adopted for the discovery of WILLIA.M Moa; 
QU, after his unlawfulabductioD from Canandaigua in September lalt\ 
have not been attended with success; and whereas many of the good 
dtizeul of tbis State are under an imprellion, from the lapse ofdme 

- and other circumstance •• that be has been mnrdered : Now therefore. 
tll the end that, if be bl' living, he .ma)' be restored to bis family, and, "if 
lIlurdl'red, that the perpetrators may be hrought to condign punish. 
ment i I have thought fit to is.ue this proclamation, promi.ing a reward 
of ONII THOUSAND DOLLARS for the discovery of tbe said William "Of- , 
gan, if alive: tlnd, if murdered, a reward of TWO THOUSA.IID DOLUIlIt 
(or the di.covery of the offe,ader or offender., to be paid on cODvi~tloD
.and on the certificate of the Attorney General, or omcer crolecutiog 
on tbe par' of the State, that the penon' or perlonl claim nr the said: 
lut mentioned reward II or are jUltl)' entitled to the lame under tHis 
proclamation. And I furtber promise a free pardon, 10 far u I am· 
authorlled under tbe conltitution of thil State, to an)' aacomplice Itt' 
co-o"ratcu' wbo .Ilall .. ~. a full ~itcl)Tlr1 Of tbe .I'~der . • r .aq; 

10*' 
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der... A.nd I do enjoin it upon all olBcers aDd ministers of jUllice, aDII 
aU olher perloDa, to be vi(ilant and active in brlnrfnlf to justice Ihe 
per,Cllrator. of a crimI: 10 abborrent to bumanily, and 10 derogatory 
from the ascendency of law and pod order. 

In witaen whereof I have bereunlo let my haud and tbe Privy Sear 
[i. s1 at tbe tity of Albany, this 19th day of March, Anno Domini 
1827. DE WITT CLINTON. 

Previous to iSluiulf tbe pl'ccedinr Proclamation, the Governcn: had 
iSlued two others, one dated all the Tth of OClobel, 1826; and the oth
er ou the 26th da, of the 88m" month; predicated, not on tbe presump" 
tion Ihat Morgan had belln murdered; but that h. had bllen unlawful
ly sl:ised and conveyed away; whicb Prochlmations wllre illlued in 
conal:quence of a communication, .. ither in the same, or similar leo
guage, to the one whirh folloWI, and from Ihe same ~ource :-Ico,y 
it from Col. Miller', Republican Adl1OctJle, published at Batafta-a pa
per whlcb deserves tbe patronage of e,ery honest llIan in tbe United 
Slates :-

'fO'TJIIB PUBLlc.-On tbe 11th of September, William Morgan, a 
native of Virginia, wbo bad for about thne years paat ruid"d In this' 
village, W8I, under pretpst of a JUllice', Warranl, hurried Irom bis 
home and family, and carried to Canandaigua. The 88me nigM he was 
esamined,on a charge of Pel it Larceny, and discharged by Ihejultica. 
One of the personl who took blm away, immediat .. ly obtained a war· 
rant againer him, in a civil luit; for an aUeged debt of two dollara 
on which bll was committed to the Jail of Ontario county .. On tbe 
night of tbe 121h Sepll'mber, be W8I releaBtld by a person pretend in&, 
lo be hi' friead, but directly in front of tbe jail. notwithstanding his 
erles of Murder, he was gag,ed Rnd secured, and put info R carriage,. 
lIud after ~ravelling all night, he "at left (II. the dJ"ivet' of the carriage 
say.) at Hanford's Landing, abo"1 lunri.e on the 13th, sim.e which be 
bas not been beard of. Hie distr .... ed wife and Iwo infant childrell. 
I\re left dependant on Chuity for their .ustenance. Tbe circumstan
eel of the tranBaclion have given rise to the molt violenl fearl that be. 
has bEen murdered. It is however hoped by hil wife and friend., Ibat 
he may be now bpt contealed and imprisoned in Canada. All per
lionl who are willing to lerve the cause of humanily. and aasilt 10 re
move the distre.aing .apprehension. of hi' unfortunate wif., are ear· 
n~ltJ1 requelted to communicale to one of the Committee nam'" be-. 
low, directed to this place, any fllcts or circumstancc. wbich lia"e 
C01Jle to their knowledge, and afe calculated to lead to the di.coYery of 
hi. present situation, or the parliculate of his fate, if he hal been mur
dered-Batavia, October 4, 1826. 

Coml1liltee.-T. F. Talbot, D. E. Evans, T Cary, Wm. Keye., "Ill .. 
Da,is, John Lay, T. Fitch, L. D. Prindle,E, Southworth, J. P. Smitb. 

A Ihort lime after the preceding appeal 10 the public, meetings of 
the people were held in the .everal cOllnties of Geneset',Onlario. Mon, 
roe and Niagara, alslated i.n ml letter 10 Messrs. Gale. and Seal on ; 
at which committees wl're appomled, who went, u I have .tated in that. 
letter, into as thorough au investigalion, as pouillle; and Iheir Report 
is perfectly conclulive, a. to the fact ot Morgan" abduction and mur
der, by tbe masonic agents of the masonic frfttemily, in conformity to .. 
Masonic Law, rn luch calel. The following I, the cloling Paragraph 
of their Narrative, with their lipatu.el atilted-and allo. tile' Po,t. 
~cript to tile ,aid Narratiye:-

REIIU.IlKII.-We now have laid before our Cello. ... ci.tizemJ the detail •. 
or report, wbith Iw boca 10 ot\eD calleoi fOl'. If it hu not bet.o u inter-
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~ting as they have been led to. expect, they mllllt l'IIIlember that we dicI' 
not undertakE! to gratify curiosity, or give our own speculations. We 
have given, as we promised, .. A !"larrative of facts and cireullll!tanees," 
relating to transactions which have exeited the earnest attention of tbe 

• commuDlty. Those tacts and cireWlllltaneeli are e l'ineed by the depositiOlis . 
· of credihle witnesses, or vouched fur by distincLallegations (most of them 

in writing) of men. enlitled. to our entire confideD<:e for vel"llcity and in
tegdty, to whom we CILll resort for legal proof, if ealled for. Whetber 
the conclusions which ~e bave drawn are the legitimate results of these 
facts and circum,lwlC8S, our readers must of course decide fllr theJDSelves. 
Let them recollect that our exertions (which have not been' feeble ones) 

· to trace Morgan beyond ~'ort Niagara have been unavailling-tbat the pe-
1!uniary reward off .. rd by the Govenor of the stale of New-York, and Gov
'ernor of Upp"r Canada, tlave not elicited the slightest inforQlatlort on the 
sullj~ct--that the Governor's offer of pardon. promised in his proclama
tion at our request, has I'r«lueed no effec~that DO attempt has been 
made, that" e know of. by those so direetly implicated to explain or de
ny the extraordinalY cOllduet and occ.lurences which have fastened suoh 

· strong and well tOlmJllIl su~picions upon, them--that they have thus long 
set public opinion at t.lefiwlee, and relinquUlh~d their elaim to the good 
opinion of their fpllow citizena without a struggle to ret~ it-that five 
of them hav"" abHoomled, viz :-James Gillis, Joseph Sco~eld. Burrage 
Smith, John Whitney. and Riohal"ll Howard-t/lat others have absented· 
themselv8'l flom thp.ir lamities, 1UI1i the state, and continue absent with .. 
full knowlet.!ge of the suspiCions which rest upon them-that mllny of the 
witnesses havf' suddenly disappeared, and cannot be traeed....,..that two of 
those who were callet.! as witneases before tht! Grand Jury ef Monroe. 
county, at R9chester, to wit. Edward Doyle, merr.bant, and SilJleon B. 
Jewet, attorney aUaw, refused to testify. because, as they alleged, t~ 
could not do 10 Irul!1 'withO'Ut crimmating themlewu-that otbers have re~ 
lated stories on oath, which are utterly increclible-and what inference. 
can bedrawri from all this, but that Morgan has been murderet.!. and thllt 
(reat numbers of men, heretofore respectable. have been accemlries to his 
Jnurder. Whether ALL who were concerned in his kidnapping have 
been accessarillP, or cunsented to his death, we undertake not to decide: 
But, whatever were the original duigm or rnohtle, of those who were 
concerned in his «happearance, all of thelll who have Dot fully, frankly 
and promptly eXI,lained the part they are known to have performed, have 
we think. no tight to complain if their fellow citizens in general regarB· 
them Ill! aecessaries to, the murder of William, Morgan, and shl1l1 he~(. 
ter treat them accordingly. 

COMMITTEES. 
Genua County.-T. F. Talbot, Trumbull Cary. Timothy Fitch; 

James P. Smith, Lyman D. Prindle. Eleazer Southworth, WillialQ. 
Keys, Jonathan Lay, Wm. Davis., HinmllD Holden. 

Roeherter Commit/ee.-Josiah Bissell, Jr. 1'. r: Backus, Heman NOl"O 
ton, Frederick Whittlesey,. Tlturlow Weed. Se.muel 'Vorks. 

rulor Committu.-Samuel Rawson, Elijah Sedgewick, SamuelEw. 
ing. Nathan Jenks, James M. ·Wheeler •. Thomas Wright, John Bar. 
:eant. 

Chili Commiltee.-lsaac LaQY, WilIiaJD Pixley, Benjamin BowClb. 
samuel Lacy. 

Wheatland Committee.-John Garbutt. Truman EdIoo, Clark HaU. 
BltJO~ CommiUee.-Ralph Wilcos. HemaD Chapin, BIIDi Br~lt. 

J;~ Porter. Orson _BerVa,miu,.Jo!l'~.8_ 
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LCtIliIlAlJ. COIIIJlIIiIIe&-Bates Cooke, John Phillips. 
Now reid attentively the following POSTSCRIPT to the Narmtiv8 

. from which the preceding extrct ill made, anu you will be satiafiei that; 
Morgan was murdered at, or ne&.! Fort Niagara, by the dastardly misel-e
ants who had him in keeping. 

PosTe.,PT,-We have long expected to receive a statem.ntor depo
sition., Cram aD eye witn_, which, we had good reason to .uppoee, would 
put an eDd to all coqjectur8S, as to the coW'!!e that had been puraued in 
disposing of William Morgan after hie arrival at Fort Niagara. After 
the Narrative had been put to preas we received the fOllowing statement, 
made to two membera of one of the committees by a credible witnen, a 
man of good character and standing. a Royal Arch Mason, as from hie own 
knowledge, but who has as yet· declined giving his deposition, because he 
has been ClIIlled upon as a witn81!8 and. expects to testify in Cl)urt hill 
knowledge of the matter. The statement is as Collows:-

.. After Morgan left the carriage at the grave yard, he was taken to the 
bottom of the hill at the Fort.. The lerryman was called up by thole 
."ho had charge of him. Here Morgan received lome water, which he 
llad called fOr in Crant of Co). King's at YOUDglltoWII. When taken t. 
the boat he was supported by two men: be _8 pinioned and hoodwink~ 
ed: he wa. placed in a boat and carried to the Canada shore. On reach
ingthatsbore l"Ivo of the kfoepersleft the boat-Morgan and two othel'll 
r.emained on the beach, while they (i. e • .the tw ... first) went IOta town. 
Those who were left with the boat were direeted to leave the shr.re in the 
boat, if any person should approach it, without giving a signal which had 
been agreed upon. There WIle, however-, no· intrUllion. The two who 
had gODe into the to'Wn returned, after an absence which llIight have 
been one and an half or two houra. The time of their absence seemell 
long to the inforlllant, who waited with the boat.. Two other persons 
came to the shore with them aD their return: they came near the boat, 
and held a consultation in a low tone of voice, which the informant diel 
not heaf: when it broke up all who had crossed from the Unitl'd States' 
t<bore returned in the boat to the F~rt. Morgan, as beforl', was supported 
from the shore by two men, taken into the Fort, ar,d put into the Maga
:tine. This place had been fixed upon one or two days previous, as one 
where Morgan could be.looged in case ofQt'ccssity. This took place itl 
the morning of the Courteenth of September. 

"During that day Morgan made much noise, and in the course of the day 
two mew.ngera were sent to Lewiston, where a Chapter was that day in.
stalled, to procure aid to silence the noise. Some pel'l!ons came down t~ 
the Fort from Lewiston, and produced stillness. On the evening of the 
14th of September, twenty or thirty persons came to the Fort in the steam 
boat, or otherwise, all of whom soon disappeared, excepting about elev
en: after a time several of thole last went away • 

.. During the night several persons were together in the vicinity of the 
Fort, aUlong whom the tate or disposition of Morgan was discussed. Tbis 
discussion ended eome time aner midnight, and nothing was decided upon, 
The next evening a sUlall number debated the IIIlme subject with great 
wUUlation, but came to no decision. Morgan was still in the Magazin~ 
01\ the seventeenth, when our informant left the pla:l8, and did not return 
until the twenty-firat day of the saUle month, when he found that Morgan 
had been disposed oJf'. Those who had Morgan in their custody. when 
he left the place, gave him, on his return, to undel'l!tand that Morgan bI,d 
been put to death. That the interior of the Magazine was put in order. 
and, as our inCQlDl8Dt 11'88 toW •. bIul beeD examined by ene or more fH-
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. SODS (rom Lewiston. who visited the Fort tor that purpose, aDd all tfaings 

were pronounced to be in ordElr; that the wan. were el0l81y looked over 
to see if Morgan had left any writings upVD them; aft..- all .... bich. a. 
man. or perhaps two. were tequ8lted to traftIM tJae sbore or the lake to) 
see if ally bodYlhould doat uhore." 

NOTEm. 
Fer tbe names of tbe ,entlemen, comprisiD, tbe Lewin.' C(\JlVla' 

tloa, .ee Dedication. 

NOTEV. 
. SOLOMON SOUTHWICK, of' Newport R. I the autbor'lI (athn, wbo ftII 

Editor 01 thl' Newport Mercury, e:lclted the .pedal nngeance of the 
'Eories, and of General PRJlSCOTT, commander of the British (orces, 
wflich landed on Rhode Island in tbe early ,tage of the reyolulionary 
war. My tathl'r was proclaimed as a rebel and an out-law, and a re
ward oft'erl'd for hi. apprehpn.ion. He wal the author of an Addrel. 
to the cirizPDs of Rhode-islAnd, entitled" JOIN Oil D1B," and the motto 
of which wal-REBELLION TO TYRAIfT' IS OBEDI.ltC. TO GOD: This 
address Gordon quotes as baying contributed, _e than any olhtl' 
publication, to fix the mind. of the people of Rhode bland in fayour 
of the rev .. lution. GeDpral Prelcott seized my father's new and nlua
hie Printing-olllce, and pot it into the haDd. of a Capt HOWE, of the 
Britisharmy, a gentleman of talent, who .soon torned it into a aoul. 
in.tead of a REPUBLICAN battery, and my (ather's own prell and type. 
Were osed in printing 'he olllcial docllment which prochtimed him an 
out-Ia. But thil p' ascription did oot.lBtisfy thlO YlOngeRnce of Pres
cott, who wal not a mere lolrtier, but one of the most rancorous of roy
alins: It was a common thing with him, so warm and "iolent were 
his fet'lings ill a PartiSAn, wben he .aw two or three citizeM in a cir· 
cle, in the street, 10 shakr hi. caue or sword over their heada, ezelaim
ing_U displ'rse yoa rebels!" In this rancorous spirit he ordered a 
l1umber of yaluable buildings to be torn dnwn, seyeral of which belong. 
ed to my fathpr, and the materialsconsumed a~ tire-wood at the Briti.h 
Itarracks. Thes., were not the only saet'ificel m~ flit her made in ~
half of the revolol ion. He loaDed ,20 000 in specie at one time to the. 
gOYernmeDt-Rnd he received certificates for it, which he was finally 
driveu to the nece.sily of lellin~ to spt'culatora, at from two to three 
shillings in the pound j and my industry and that of my brotbe,. has 
since been taxed to p"y ~he full amollnt 10 these speculators. What an 
ontrage wa. the funding sy.tem upon every principle of motal and po
litical justIce. fhis position. however, though pt'rfectly true, is not 
so clear to the cenerallty of our cl'ontrymen, as It I. to those who know. 
as I do, both the ,eere' and the public history of that sy.t~m: for Ihe 
intelligent readpr Is oot, I presume, to be told, that there is Icarce a 
ltatute in existence, which hRS not Its private as well RI public hiltory. 
But to returo to the m·orl' immediate lubject of this note. I canDot 
coDclade without paying a compliment due to Capt. HOWB, to whom 
General Prescott alligned the charre of the Newport Mercury Print. 
ing-office. After the war ·he lent back, 'Voluntarily, from Halifax, N. 
S. with a polite letter 10 my father, nearly all the Prinling material_, 
which he had rarried away, including tbe prell, which was Itandlng 
iD the otlce of the Newport Mercury (the paper i. It ill pobnahed) wben 
I vilited Ne.port. In 1813, Whether Capt. How. be dead or iii,.., at . 
rbl. time, I know oot- but thit act il softlclenl to eaden bl. lDelDor,y 
40 aD hoa", me. of wlt.eYer are ot clime, 
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The venerable I.alah ThOllla., io his Hirtol')' of Priotiol, bas done 

justice to th. memory of m1 ratber; forthis he hail my8incere tbank.,. 
anel grateful remembrance: For ( baye ever cherished Ihe injunc:tion 
oCan in.pired penmao-Mg lOA, Il&iflle otDn fnervl, a1ld/kg !atlaer'$ 
/rind forget not, lowe more to tbe memory of my (uther, thao most 
son.; for .his example has ever inlluenced me ill m, editorial career
and durio( thlrty.live year. that I hRYe been at the editorial desk, I have 
tbe proud consolation 10 rellecl, tbat the mao doe. 1I0t eliiSI, oor did 

·be enr e:.;ilt, who will or would dart' to say, that he ever dictated 10 Dr 
ioiueocl!d nle in a lioe or a 't!Dtl'oce that·1 ever wrotp or pobli.hed.
'lhe presllhat I haYe conducted, durin. that time, hal been, in the . 
stronpst possible seDse or the terms, FREE AND INDEPENDENt' 
-and I fearlessly challpnge any mao. or aoy party, to deny it. To my 
conscience, aDd my God /llone, haYe I eYer held my.elf. responsible as 
aD Edit.r I havl! luft'eled Ii great deal ofrerleeolion, (nr Doother rea
soo, but because I have been, io Ihe very slrongn' possibl!' .. n ... of the 
'erJllJ,.n IltDBPB!fDIlIfT EDITUR-but such auRerings are oner·to· be 
deplored, or complained of, by an honest man-oo tbe contrary, he 
ought alWRY' 10 rejoice ia them. 

NOTE VI. 
For what did our fathers encol1l1ler those per.ils and privations1-

\V .. it, that after throwing oft' the shackil!' of a forel~n tyrant, do
atCltic tyranny should prevail onr UI' Did they overthrow the lorre. 
mac, of the Britilh King, thallheir potteri.y should be enslaved by 
the arantl .ICing. of F'ree Ma,oDl'Y, in their noclurDll1 Cl\nclav".1-
Did tbey bleed and die in the field, to establish a goYernmftDt, fOIlDded 
on the common conseat oC the p!'o"le, or 00 the will and caprice of 1\ 
SECRET, SEU' CREATED 4.SS0CIA1'ION 1 Thele are seriOlls 
lIuestionl. 

NOTE VII. 
It i,.o long sioce 'went through the contemptible and dis,ustiog 

mummery, alluded to, that I forg~t ~hether the sharp i"llroment used, 
is a .""rd, dagger or chi .. el, or what il the preci.e applicl&lion .ade of 
it: i, i. of 00 cooseqoencp, howeyer, tince be the thing itlelf, or ill ap. 
plication what it m:l1, it i, eqoally an i".trumcnt of folly, aad gene. 
rail, applied by tl.1! hand of one tuol to the body of anoth.er. 

NOTEVID. 
IC any f>eraian or otheridoialroul SUl'I'WORSBIPl"aR, Ihould payus 

a viait, wbat would be his pleasure and ,urrrise,in palsing through 
tbe country, to lind his GOD painted upon 10 many malOnic.igD.boards, 
.aud lu.peoded froOl 80 maoy .. Tum1W'el," as our sign.posts are tenQ.· 
ed by the bar.r40m gentry: measuring our intellectual and moral, 01' 
t:eligioul characlu, by this apparent respect paid to hi, DB1TF, by our 
Noodle JlltI1Iu!adurer, lind Julip relailer., he would congratulate him
self that he had beeo Il'd among a people as wise as those whom he 
bad It.ft at home! And woold probably return, if nobody 'hould ezplaill '0 him the qoackery of Ihe LambdiA Order, lind proclaim to hi' coun· 
trymen, with honelt pride, thllt Ih" SUlt was wor.hipped in the welteral 
bemi.pbere; where he had found a COUll try, 80 eAlighttmd, that DO 
man could .ella dram of whiskey, 01: a mug of ale or cider, without 
.ticlUDK ao Image of the Perliao God Ilpon a pole before hi. door !
Ob! I'F. 1I_'I&ry! thou child of Idolatry, thou mother of qUllckery 
anti Jmpoatare, wbel) wUl o~ COUlltr,rmeo, who art aader thl mall,l\. 
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indufnce come to their senses, and blloish tbee (or ever; send th,c 
among I he Kiekapoo8 01' the lI'il/nebagof', to find coogeoial spirits of 
h .. atheniam or barbarity; though it is, indep.d, much 10 b. douhted, 
.helhtr Ktckapool or IPillnebagoea, would think Ihemselves over.much 
honored by Ii yi.illrom thy barb~roua and da.ludly midni(ht mini.· 
lers of"engrance .... ho did for thee lhe foul jobs of " e:uculi"ll" S8ITH, 
MURDOCK, MITCIIENER and MORGAN! 

NOTE IX.-Page 28, 
'rhe~e is along, elltill~J The Prophet" and sometimes The FetUI qf 

Ihe Prophets, a must wicked and impious piece of ri'>aldry; which ( 
should think it ltisgraceful (0 quole, evell by way of ilIustratioo ; .and 
'in which Ihe lIulhor introduces Moses, Aaron, Noah, Job, David, Eze· 
kiel, Jeremiah, &",-names which ought Ilever I .. be mentio~ bat 
wilh reHrence-puuing inlO Ihe moulh of each some ribaldry, whicb 
DO genllelDall, who pus.nse. the leasl regal'd for rPllgioll, decency or 
good br"edillg, or Ihe leasl self.respect, c"uld Iislen to complacently 
-aod yet I have h~8.rd thi! bhlsphemoul carol poured f"rlh many ft 

time hy morp thall olle of the mOlt dislillgllished members of Old Mal. 
ters, RS w .. 11 as Old Unioll 'Lodge, in 179O-96-.. nd encored with lonr 
Rod loud sbouts of applau,," by Illp Noodl~3 pre~ent. 

NOTE IX.-Page ~9, 
Since I quit thl.' IIIUltution-it WM not,llUWflver, a formal reliaquiab. 

1O""t-l have never mingled in allY of ill m~etiugs bul ""ice, aod in 
bOlh casl'S accid~ntal, The first WAS about len ycal'S ago, when I at· 
tended the fuue.-al of a g(,lIll~man "'ho belollg.-d to the Order, an. 
walked in thp pr,.cFs~iOIl of the Order by accidE-nt, Ilod not b, previ. 
ous design: So in 1826, about two months before tbe abductiou and 
murder of MOI',an, I happened by accident tn drop into the court· 
room, in o"r Capitol, where tbe Orafl had asse.nbled as such, tn march 
in procession, to hpar the or81ion of Judge DUER, oolhe &imultllDeou's 
deaths, and in hOllol' of lhe virtu"., of those illustrious Olen, Jobn Ad· 
lUllS and Thom.,s Jefferson, tvhf'n tbe. hinl was given, that aU wbe 
W,"I'e not masons should retire. I was on the point of rctirin~ mYIl:lf, 
when it struck me Ihat I might as well avail mys,;,lf of the opportuni
ty to get R convenient seal in church-and hence I put OD Ihe in.ignia, 
and marched wirh the rest in thl! procession: bllt .. hen I got into the 
street, it is a filet, that I felt ashamed of myself; so moch so, that 
ill pa.ling one hou.e, in parliclllftr, where an accomplished and sensi • 
• Ie wOlllan, with \v hom I have Ihe honor tl. he acquainted, and to connt 
among my fdends .. nl looking out lit a window, I could hllrdly look 
her in Ihe f"ce, so insignificlllII did I (e .. I, with the trtJppiflg. of u;luu / 
knew to be the 100"/ of Iwodltinn, noI18etl.l', afld quackery aboul me; an4 
tbiB 1 bl.hen" i~ the only lime in my lif." wheR I could nol, without a 
IIlush, look a sensible WomaR in Ihe face! Any gl'and jury of ladie., 
siltillg liS 80 Jllqlleslupon awkward and ungallant male delinqoeaciu~ 
might lafely endOi se this a true bill !-And I may 81 well illullrate 
tbi, fact, loy IInolhet of a siiDiJar nlltllre. A lady, who i8 a shrewd olt. 
s"rver, informs mc. I b"t whellihe Gra7lll Masonic ProceSlillD, in all the 
Pageantry of the Order. passed her hou ... , on a certain oceasioB,eoD'; 
nee led with the progresl of Ihe Gr~I Canal. ahe law two we." dlltin. 
goished genllem .. n, whose eountp .. ces exhibited clear indicatio • ., 
that th"y (elt themselnl belittled by their .iluation; and I do not dou1l& 
it, in the least, because tMy lire both meo o( Stich talent',.. well .. 
'real dipity ef mind, that the1 could not have reaDciled their ItelbIJlJ 
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or their judgment, to'such mockery of OU1' plain and limple, but atilt 
morally grand 8ncl majestic, republican inllitutions. To be caught ill 
Inch a silly pageant, therefore, must have made them 'eel Imall, and 
to baDg their h.add a. they .. alked b\' tl:e windows of their well.'n· 
formed alld .eDsible fellow·citizens. " , 

NOTE XI. 
I would not be understood a& beiog willing to adopttht' doctritlt' of 

coulruclive lrea,on, or con"f'Uc'iv6 contemptl, or an,' olher constructive 
application oC law, but such as is warranted by well kDo,vn and estab· 
liBhed rules; for I .10 decidedly oppo.ed to every thing but wisely set· 

,tIed, well defined, and well tlooerstood rules ,~action, in the legal 
institutions of my country. Whatever masonic Noodles, therefore, 
may think or Bay of me, I am the last man who would infringe any of 
their civil. politicol, or religious rights. I have expresl~d mYB('lf, as I 
have done, in the text,merely to convey a strong impression of wbat 
I concrive to bl' the immorality, depravity and iIIeglllity of maso.lic ob
ligalionl; and how necessary it is, tbat tbe laws of the land, either in 
OU1' primitiVt' constitutionR, or leg illative statutes, should put a stop to 
them, by some provisionjuslly applicable fo the crime: for no man of 
common sense, I trust, will deny, after reading this work. that masonic 
oaths are criminal, in every senle oCthe !lirm; and that they lead to the 
commissiou of tbe worst of all crimes, bas bt'eu clearly shown in 
Ulany cases. 

NOTE XU. 
The following is the MlJlonic, alias American P AP,AL Bull, alIllcled to 

in the text, I hopl' M.'. Hollister may prosecute the man who signs 
it for a libel; as I tlllnk it high timp the validity of these malonic at. 
tacks upon private cbl1racter were tested by our laws. The subjoined 
remark. upon this dastardly libel, were made by me, in the National 
Observer, of Nov, 9th. 

_ M.UOIIIC NOTICK.-At a rl.'glllar communication of Montgompry 
Lodge, No 13. held at the Lodge Room in Salisbury, Conn. October 2d, 
A, L. 6827-Voled unanimowly, that RICHARD HOLLISTER, ofLe Roy, 
N, y, be expelled from all communication with this Lodge, and cut oK 
from all tbe rights and prh'ileges of masonry,for ullmasonic CORdl/ct.-
By order of the Lodge, MOSES A. LEE, Sec·y. 

u:r Editol"S of news.papers, favorable to mUllnry, are .'eque8ted to 
publish the above 

RKMARKs,-Now, let ulinquife, for wbat has Mr, Holliste.', who we 
aSlut upon unquestionable authority is one of the best of men,been tbu. 
'Jleld up to public suspicion, •• an abandoned or infamous character ?
Hi .. crime in tbe eye of Free Masonry was fourfold-hl' had joined the 
church of Christ-he had become convinced of the corruption and 
depravity of }<'ree Masonry-he had wl'itten to his hrother in Connec-, 
ticut, his con,iction tbat Morgan hr.d been mllrdered in conformity to 
masonic law-and be had renounced, in a public advertisement, his 
cODDuion with the Order; And this was the unmasonic:t'onducl, of; 
which be was guilty 

We lee, then, tbat a masonic lodge claims tbe right nf eleuouncing a 
member who becomea a cbristian, or setl his face against-a mllsoDic 
murcler. But let me bere ask a few questions, anel let me entrpal every 
honeat man, every patriot, e .. ery republican in the United StatH. to 
take them home to himself, and reflect upon them aeriously; for they 
are or tbe ver, bi,ll", i_portaAee '0 hi. deare.' ri,htl and pririle,cs; 
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tf,-tlit!D,lIorpa \Val 1I0t murdered.in contt'lC1ilky to -Malonic La ... U 
coDtra.di.tiDCuilhed -from, and opposed to, the lapreme conltitutiouaJ 
lawl of -onr country, why i. it that we han not -Ieen a lingle _ notice, or 
resolution from lUll' Grand Lodge, Royal Arch Chapter, or any otber 
Lodge. like the above notict in Ibe cBle of Mr. Hollilltel\ denouncing" 
bis murderen for anmaaonic conduct 1 Ponder upon thi, .uestion, fe)l. 
toW.citiuRI-take it to your fire lides and your pillows, and lolvo it IF 
'au can, to the honor d( Free Masonry_ Ha. tbe Graad LodgeofN. Y. 
enr pal.ed Ii resolution letting forth tbat Burrage Smith and John 
Whitney, when called al witnesse.on the trial of Cheaebro and Co. 
tbr kidnapping Morgan, re(used to anlwer because they would crimi. 
oate tbem,elves; and that they- had hereby proved their own guilt, and 
rondfred tbemselves worthy of expuiaion for unmasonic conduct 1-
Hal the Grand Lodge, or any other Lodge, of which thosl men were 
member., palsed any luch resolutionl iu relation to them f Again, since 
it is a notorious fact, that they han both fled fromjustice, has the Grand. 
I.odge or any other Lodge, called upon Lodges abroad to beware of 
them al unworthy brothel's, as men whose baadl are probably stained 
wltb blood 1 Have any of the oth1!T wretches wbo bave Bed 01> account 
.f tbeir participlltion in Morgan's morder, been denounced by the 
Grand Logde or any other Lodge, as Mr_ Hollister has befn for becolll 
ing a Chriltian and expressing hil abholrencB of the mlH'der of Mor. 
gan ! Where, I ask, is the Grand Lodge, the Royal Arch Chapter, or 
any other Lodge, which has directly or indiEedly, publicly orprirate. 
ty, in an;; Ihape or manner wbatsoever, denQunced, recouneed connex. 
ion with, expelled,'censured, lectured or disapproved of anyone oC 
Morg'ln's kidnappers or murdet'era,save the mockery, Ihe farce, alrea,. 
lIy a.lluded to in this article, of a malter,mason's Lodge suspendiUC'_ .. 

_ 'Conne:don which had no e:liltence, wilb four Royal Arch VillaillB 1_ 
Has not Eli Bruce confelSed himself guilty by st.lOdlng mute as a wit. 
ne .. i Hal not Gov. Clinton dismissed him for it 7 But has he been, 
expelled for hi' perjury in swearing al Iherill' to lupport the constitu. 
Cion and laws of bis country; and then wilfully violnting his oath of 
ttffice, in conformity to his malonic oath, by aiding III kidnap and cany 
I)II'Morgan 1 Where, I ask,willyou lay your finger upon any masonic reo 
solution or act of any malonic body whatever, denouncing any oftheat: 
~rimel or crimin_all 7 You cannot show one. On the contrary, you. 
know that Ihe Grand Lodge, or Royal Arch Chaptpr, which sat in AI. 

, bony last spring, allowed three or four of the blood stained "iIIains to 
sit and con.muoe 'with it; And if you do not know iI, I do and stand 
)-eady to pro,,1" it in any cuurt of jllitice, that either formally or infor. 
roally by individual subscription', the Grand Lodge, through one oJils 
TrtlJl'Urer'{if it has more than one) hruprovided .fundI to mai7llain ill 
i"'jailof Canmwaigua liDO Df the bloody.mindea mi.ereanlsllOll> con' 
fined there on their OWD plea of guilt, for kidnapping William-Morgan! 
-National 068e",er. --

o:r The above inquiries (say. the Geneva Gazette) are copied at 
the reque", of ODe who thinks they deserve a seriolls aDd candid an·
"1I'er. 

KOTE Xm.-Page 48 
Ilis Dot from egotillD, but solely from a wish to be use fill to tlaeri, 

Ring generation, that ( here inlert the 9pinlon of the late "nd departe(.\. 
I'r~.ident ADAK.-, of Ibe work alluded to ,in the Int. A new and 
j:heall, but neat edition, if about to be pllblished,nt ont' shilling lingle. 
,r PDO d.l1ar per IIQ1Co. lbui.e will cOIfI:J}lond to Ihat o(tbiHI'Olk:-

11 ~-
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... nd tMltb toge~ber, t Chilter IIJYSPU; will form one of the bellt m3naal~ 

extant, for youlh, who without thp mt'ans of entprillg and going thro' 
acadeQlie. or coll.ges, IDust rely, as I have done, Upl'll SEI •• '.EDUCA
TION,I for their knowledge of men and things, The 'Original of the 
·f~owing IrLtet· is in Ihe handl of the la<t.v (the ablf' PI'ecel'tresl of the 
. ·J.'roy Female Academy) to whom it was direclp,d :-

. MIINTICIILLO, May 16, 1821. 
DEAR MADAM,-I have received Mr, Southwick', Addrrls to the ape 

prentice. of Albany. nnd haye read it thrre tiDle~ oyer. After Ihe first 
readine I said, th"re i. no need of addition, .ublraction, correclion or 
alterlttion: allen, r_lion of apprelllices educated in i'wlr Southwick's 
principles, and formed upon his modt-I, would redeem a uation on the 
brink of destructinD, . After Ihe Ihird readillg,l found nothing worth 
criticising; bllt I wish .. d that in enumerating wrilerl 011 moral "hilolc
.ph" he hllli recommend"d the sermons, lind Ih~'prefac .. of Ih"se ser
mons, of Dr Butler, biohop of Brist"I, "hich are the profoun,test e8· 
says on mor .. ) suhjecls thai are to be found in any ".nguRge : Aud Dr, 
'BARROW'S Moral Discourses. especially his FIVE SERMONS ON 
INDUSTRY ... hich Rrf' the GREAT,£ST E.'FO~'fS 0.' GENIUS 
THAT EVER W \6 DISPLAYED UPON .. NY SJNGLII: HUMAN DUTY ANP 

VIRTUE, 
I am madam, with:many thanks Rnd great esteem, your obliged friend 

aDd humble servant.· J(JHN ADAMS. 
MRS, EMMA, WILLARD, Troy" N. Y. 

NOTE XIII.-Pag6 32, 
'{'he f~lIowing articles o:omposed thl' cditol'ial department of The' 

~rylltional Ob.eTTer, of Sepl, 28, 1827. . 
As an evulence of the Irifling value of a newspaper, in those part~' of 

Ell1'ope where Ihpy are under government conlrol, we may in~tance the 
recentsale of the Balm GaUlle, with 11,000 '1I},.erjber~ for 11 000 dolls, 
In New·York, II daily paper with such a suhscription list, antl a corres
pondinl; advertising patronllge, wOllld be "o,'th considernble more than 
,100,000, and in Lontlon mi;.:bt be sold a"y d"y for something like $360.-
000. The Mor-ninfl Chroni.cle was pur,chased by its present OWller, lor a 
little less than $2:;0,000, and had a circl1lation of less thnn 3,000, Tbe 
annual profit of the Times, (which circulates about 6,(00) averag .. s h". 
hreen 80 and $100,000 The S"f,'ret ofthisvost difference between l'ru&,ill 
awl EnglllnJ, or .'l.merieo. i~ that the de'p"t;" guwl'I1ment of theoue ':1111 

8\lppreSs every Joumnlin the kmgdom 1Il.taf'hnElOllsly ami with iml'unity. 
whilst under the free govf'rnments ofthp other. edi(or~ luugh al mini.lea, 
aud fear nothin~ hut th~ law',-J\"oah's Enq'~'r'·r, . 

[What laws, Mr, !'Ooah? .1!fa,'D1Iie Lilli'S or .'lflm-ic-ipa'? The eOnUDl't 
of a vast many E'llitors latnly, has ~h?wn I hat Ihey are much in loa'r of 
.VlUOnic Lalf's, bllt ('nre little a)Joll! the laws nfthe land.}'l\lher stri"jJl~ 
than olherwist', to pre\'('nt their e"pclltion'in the en'e of mas·ollie cI'i. 
minals! If the Se/liiian Rill mllzzled th~ prr"s in '98, th~ dflyk de/Te~1J 
uf Mlllonry have IDuzy,lf'd it at least a thon.nnd timps W:"-SI' ih 1826-'7. 
'fhe Sedition hill had thi •• \(lVantR~p, that it W88 nn op~n banded, day
light measnre, giving. us fairly tn 1I11<\"nlallolhe Ipnglh of our" clJble
tOIll"--but the .\lasanie "-rrw, are "II prppnre!l, In the dark, and aprJied 
so indiserimiDatel" .that no editor l<fInw" wlte're to b"gin, or when' to 
end, in order tnayoid IIlt'an, We found it so 'dillif'ult, heing denonq. 
ced one day fUI' a simrle statpmellt of 'fp,els, Rnd the nt:,-xt for a harm. 
less, eXlllanati"n, that we d .... ;rminr.l1. u the only straight. forwarcl 

oUJ'si to throw 011 at OIlCC all aUeglaDce to the daft· decree, (if maIO .. ' 
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'T, and telhhe bold. bonest troth. at all·\Iazard •. ; .wldcb if. tbat Morga 
Will mordered in cO,nforDlily,lO tAil ;I.,ict '\!Uer, lind .pirit of M_mc 
LmD-tbat no mason,wh.) ;eon.id~rl'd hili Mqrooic On/Ii. )linding. to 
their full elUent could consistellt!y refuse to aid in mur4ning "im l
Tbi. is the!ruth, /IS fvery JRaSOn will say, who dare, 10 t .. 11 tbe truth. 
Smith of Vl'rmont, was ·nlurdere.' l\lmugh the same means; and if1) 

"'as Murdock, of Rensa .. lael"ville, lIS we expect 10 prove, to tbe s'l-listac' 
tlon of all ralioRal men, in due seasou,] 

10" MYSTERIOUS AND ~;XTRAOllDINARY CASE. 

We bad nOI relined tbe .l'lIleuce "'hieh cl'OIles tbe prpceding arfi. 
cl .. , Rnd in which we asset I 0111' exp .. clalioll of being able to prove 
tbat Gaptain MURI)OCK, o( Rp.Il~splaerville, W8S mllrde.ed for revealing 
to his wife the secrets of mdsonrv, 'more IIHln five millules, bt'fore we 
reeeived, vc y unexpecledl,)', lb'; following I~tter from biB BOil; we 
lay, very UnXI)t'cledly, J'eI· .. use for several monlhs we hRd been en
quiring ufter surviving connexi lns of Capi MURDOCK, but bad disco· 
ered none. 

'i'his leller, anc\ the copy of our answt'l", which we iuhjoin, will speak 
fOT Ib.mSl'I"~s., If the facts be lI'n~, as we so,tmilly believe Ihey are, 
tbey are ren,I'!red more d"~pl, i.'t~re~:ing, Ihun oll\erwisl', by facts 
of a more recent dRte, "",1 oi a simi:"I' ~harat'ter, If fnlsl .Iet those' 
w1ao have Rn interesl in showing it, com .. furna. ,\ With tht'ir statements, 
\Vpowp it 10 candor to slate here;bowt:v,'r, r,at roor ourselvt's, we shall 
allow no weight to Rny "violence, bUI tbat which lOlly come from meR 
unsbackl .. ,\ by lIIASnXIC OATHS, of whirh we know so: well the 'lalOre 
and tendency; u"I"5. ind .. ed it shall come under oltth, and Ihen we 
Iball'have to weigb "ne "ath against the olh~ ... 

We wait anxiousl'; for lhl' answer of !\oJ.-, Murdock 10 our lettf!r, In 
the lUelln time we ha've Dilly done, our dUly in bringing' the matter before. 
the public, 

(copy,) Lx Roy. Sept. 16,1827. 
DEAR SIR-Permil nle 10 call on you for ,,,'o.malion (altbough a 

stranger) wbich I lIeHevp you iu'"os.ession of, which Rl·arly concern. 
me. I saw Rn extnci from your !,apn Borne lime last spring .in the 
Rochester Balance, itaHng .he numb ,., that hn:l suJl'ert'd dp-ath by rna· 
Ionic vpngean<'e; Yon menlio .. one in the coullty of Alb.ny, in the 
town of RensBelaenill .. , by Ih .. name of MURUOCB., thRI was murdered' 
80m(l18 -or 20 y('ars .. go. Tbe abo¥.· estn",t was accompRnied wilh a 
promise of more onlhe subjeel in (uture. ·Sincl' lhal, hadng bad a 
partlRI ~eCf!SS to you. truly IIS(,/U! pappr, and of lal .. bpcome a lub· 
scriber, I find nothing on Ihe RU',j.,Clti!l tlot' 7lh'of the present month, 
when you barely mentifln on .. Ii' havine been murdered in your county. 

Cart. ARIEL MURDoCK oflhe town and c()nnty above mentioned. was 
the man 'ltat I was oll,'e proud to .:,,11 Fathel', He "as a mR80n. 10.' 
(lot' mnnlh of. Oct. 1803, hI' was found iR :he woods, with the 1Jl'afk. of 
that infprnal obligation ul'on his body. recorded by Ihe martyr Mor. 
gan. He "'liS found by Mu.onl THEY THAT .HlDE CAN FINLl. 
, If my fulller is the jnan 10 wholD you aUu,le, and. 'you are in po .. e ••.• 
sion of any i"for.matien on the subject,souwiU' confer 0." me It.great· 
f .. vor J)y communicaling tbe same to D.e, and my aged motMr wbo 
resides with me. , 
l' your knowledgeon.thetsubject is • .,ch, thatal presen. you ..... 

,QO& wiUiligto communicate IhrulIgh the pre8",pleas~ to do It by a pli-
" "" . . 
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IfU' 

/ tAl' letter. w1akli lIba1l be' rutef'allyftCil"' ..... 4 It a., fUrtber caDI" 
lilllAieatioa. on my part, is reqalnd; luhllll be promptly, atteDded t •• 

Yours with re.pecl,' ELIPHALET MURDOCK· • 
. S. 8001l •• ick. Elq .. 

P. S. FOlli,.. .11 mi.tak.., and' overlook a bad compo.ition; aD' 
• illDpute i.t to the waDt of ap. education by, beiDg dpprived of a rather It 

lUI early.... E. fd. 

(.u.".a. J Al.lu.n, S.p •• 519,1827. 
DlfAB' 8IB.-1 haYe received your nry jlltereatiilg letter of the 16th 

illt. Your unfortunate Father wa. uadoubtedly the man to whom I 
taav. alluded AI h"ving been murdered by Free Malonl 

I bed m, informaf'oa from a perIOD whet wa. well acquainted witb 
Dr. Murdock,your father's brother. The "atpment, made to me by 
thi. peraon, i. a. follow. :-That. the brother of Dr. Murdock (mean· 
iog your father) was • worthy, induitrioul man, Dot giveo to liquor, or 
eli.aipatlon .of any kind: That 00 a certain occa.ioo, bowever, he re.
turuei' late at oight from thp Illdge (being a fne maloo) in rather a 
q,erry-mnod;. that in thil mood hp cou&ded to his wife certain secret!! 
of the lodge: Thai Mr •• Murdock inadvr-rtently.disc!OIed what be hail 
'told ber to line or ruore IIf her intimate female friend.: That they ill 
turn rep.rted it about the villagl' among thpir auociatel; and cooae
quently It became generally talked of. A .hort time afterward. Capt. 
Murdock, wal mialing, and the people In the vicinity werp much alar. 
ed at tbe eYent, as he was in good circam5taace., and gpnerally rec. 
pected aad esteemed. Aft.'r he had bun missing a fl'w days a pr~8i. 
gate man, but 11 dlstinguisbed and active mason, whose name I n8e': 
116t' now mention, ab.condeU from Reo.selaenillp. and carried off witb 
flhll mQney~belonging to one or two or mOlt' free·masons. who never
the Ie!., made no out·cry after him, or any attempt to follow him and 
Tecover their money; but said to severar persons witb apparent indif. 
{erence-" he has gont' with m, mon81, btlll let bim go." A day or 
two before this proftigate absconded, the Ufefell bod, of Capt Mur
Clock wal found in the wood. His threat had been cut from ear to 
ear; and bis body was placed In an upright litting pOltnre, with _hill' 
back reltiag against a tree. In his left hand_was grasped a iarge Ihor-
!cnife with which Ilpparently hirtbroat had been cnt. Near the tre~ 
the greund wal thrown up or dilturbl'd, and lome bllshes stripped an4 
broken-or barked, as though tbere had beell on the spot a violent strug
glE' bet-ween two Qt. merf! per.on.; and a quantity of blood .. al yisiblO 
on the lurface of the broken 1'I'0und. The inference from thelie ap
'Pearaneet is, that he .... killed on the 8pot marked by them ;- and if 10 

,boweamp the body, when r.,uud,tu be .itting agaill.t the tree? The 
tIIalonl, or rath"'r 80me ma80ns, gave out that.he had killed himself io 
• 'toe{ remor.e of con.cience for having violatfld hi. masonic ollthllo 
telling his wife the .ecretl of the lodge! This wal th!l.ma,onic story. 
But my·informant, who i. a .,ery· shrewd eblerYt'r of men and thillgs, 
ud in who.e veracity I have full con&deoc8, assurel me, that in tbo 
.I~ pliu:e,Capt. -Murdock was eerlalnly a righi-handed man'; and 
taeDC4J it it .trange, .. pas.ing·llnnge," that the knife wal found in hia 
'tP-haad !, In the aecoad place, it i8 not probable Ibat any man who 
itad eut hi.· ... n.owll throat woul4 be found in a .nat uralli'ting' posture, 
witb hi. backreating against a tree; br-cause thOle who cut·lheir own 
threat., 'frem.the Ihocklmpartt'd to tbe whole frame by tbe Itroke, 
B'-t oft und raD or stagger away. till tile, fan to the lP'ouDd nftrly. 
~tqltl: IltWQIl .. 'J;hoae"hehave.be~aleen. to c:JIt thel.- tbroats· ilt .• 
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alltin, Ot' If&adla, polture, 1\"". rwr 011 a rew PICM, ltarllNtI, a.t· . 
fell, Ifrug-cIing conyullivf:ly on the «"ouDd untilthel' _ .... Iifel ••• 1 
.Tbf. I 'Prelume il innriably tlae ,a.1 in lucb .. ,reJllilie., altbough be
ing neitber rhY8iciaD, nor anatomist. I cannot ajJjrm it Icieati.&caUy_ 
In lhe third place, my .informant recollect. perfectly conyeniDII 
with Dr. Murdock, after the captain's body wall found; and that 
tbe Doctor wal deeply impresled with an idea that thltre had beeD toni 
-1!ley in the cale; or in other words, thai tbe captain, bil brotber, bad 
been murdered. • My informant add., that the captain neTer wa. &11 
insane man or a lunatic. . . 

The'e, my dear Ii .. , are the fact. which I haye learned from a perlm 6' candor and yeracity, and wbo, at tbie dlltant day, can have no pOll· 
~ible interell ill miarepre.entiDg tbem. The inferencel from theae facta 
are obyiol1l... . . 

Your worthy mother, who, you IIY, is stillihing, mUlt, I pre.time, 
if you do not yourself, l'OSlel. a linly recollection of all Ihe circum
ItaOCPI which came to light, connected wltb the awful fate of your re" 

·fle.ted, bel ~Yed Rnd unforlunatp Father; thrice wretcbed aad nnfor. 
tunate, I fear, in beingllsoci.ated myslically wllh men, capable from 
tbe worlt and molt puerile of folly an" fanaticism, if not diabolic,. 

· malice, of aommiUing tbe fouIeat of crimea. 
· I rpquelt of you. to wrile me, al loon .a, pOllible; and I hope YOII 
may not neltlect 10 aft'ord me all tbe light in your powl'r, on a subject.o 
lIeepl, interesting not onl, to the suniving connnion. and fripnd. of 
your unfortunate and lamenled fatber; but to eyery uiend of law, 
liberty and bumanity in the United Stalfa: For if, as (_solemnly and 
.rmly believe, your Fatber owed his untimely exit from life and all its 
eAdearmpnts, 10 tbe band. of masonic: assaalin.; the Cact, in connpc_ 

·don with others. of a recent date and oC a I/milar atrodou. cbarac .. r, ;" 
is calculated to inct'ease and extend too existing vlrtuou., and 118trlot-
ic, and hoi, excitement IIgainst all Bt'!cret, self creltl'd combinations. 
on the continuance of which mily depend the aalvalion of our civil, re:.. 

,ligiOUI, !lnd pnlitical liberties. 
( wish you to answer me, as soon II you can. the following questions~· 
Did YOllr father shortly before he was ~ng, reveal to hie wife 1M. 

lIecrets, or any secrets of the lodge?· . 
If so, did she reveal them to othen? 
Immediatetly after these revelations. was there a partial mQetmg Oml. 

lodge cnlled to delibcl'llte on important business? Or was there a meeting 
called, excluwng your father? 

Immediately, or rather a day or two. after it was generally known, that 
he was missing, did any ma!on or masons ab!coml from Rensselaerville" 
anllllnder what eire.umstances ? . 

Was the body of your father found, or rather pointed out, bym8lOna-? 
· After it was found, did any mason or masons giye out, that remorae or 
· QDnsoience for what be had revealed to his wife. had driven him to the 
desperate deed of killing himself? 

Was hi. body found ina natural litting posture, with his back resting 
apinst a tree? . . 

. Were there not such marks on the ground, and on some, bulb or bUlb. 
ell, near the tree and tkedead body; as might have proceeded from a Yio-. 
ant struggle between two or more persons? And was there not a qUill .. 
.,. of blood on the spot where the ground was marked or dinurbed ? 

W ... the knife. with which he hao.l apparently beeD.kiUetI,fQurul~ . ., 
· f'II'!' io his left band? . - • 

W •. he a righJ or left ban~lI. man? 
n~ 
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, '·ifl·tbif~ tIC·. 1!aH ~"c!id the person aceoUht sa~toril1 
~-;iti-beIDltjburili in tildife1~ harld 'of your fa1:h!r?: - "" 
~',v .. b~ at t~e time he Wlla missing, or at anyotlier tjin~, lalioiinc. lin
;ler insanit'$'. lun*tiy. or remorse.of cOnscience, that yott I~t$l or 
'knew oC? '" . . \ . 
: Wile he not, the thy before he WIll missing"or at ~h~ Uine l1e waalast 
'seen alift.-as ctieerfai'and'as'rati'6nt\l as ataJiY tinh of'his life? 

Th~uKIl I hllve taken the,liberty of putting these ci.ucstion~ .. to you in.. 
~vjdua1l1; yet I expeo't that your answers ,,·!l1 "ontai~ ,all thiit your ~q
l}1er can rllco11ecl; as you mi"'ht at the time alltilkd to,have b~i1100;y'O\IDg 
'to have at '.his day a perfecf r~collection of the facts which th"n came to. 
\ig~, 9r VTerfl suspected, il'l this mell1I!choly aflilir? . " 
, If your Uocle, Dr. Murdock, be still living, plewe inforD). me,!III} 
'~hould li~e to learn from him the grounds of hie suspicion that there had 
'''been {oul play," (I use his own words as'repeated to mE') "in the case 
'of his b~other."·· 1 . 

; I am resolve<J to exert myself",to ~e utmost of my po~r,. to develop" 
the truth, not only $. thut case, but hl every other, in which ~e aonduct 
,oithe order haa beeo. or supposed to be at war with the rights and liber
,ties of the people. For this lIisk I am pl'epared to go "through ev.il ~l' 
',09d report," to encounter calumny, pt'rsecution, and every ill that the 
opposite pllrty ca!} inliict. 1 shall give them no quarter, and 1 sLall IU!k 
'none. 1 am prepared at all points. As to the honest individuals lhat-l;e.. 
,long to the Order. many of whom entered it young,. and have since re
pented of their 1911y, though they may not wish to own it .. lam the- lBlIt 
I1}jUl who WQuhl w~ to injure one of them in his feelings or hilt tame:_ 
:But a\lsuoh,howel'er, oweit to themselves, as well as to their country, 
.to,quit .the institution, Leeause they must be aware by this time that it i. 
ipimical to Ore public good, having become a wide spread and pernicious 
source of political intrigue and corruption. They must peree.ive too, 
qn retiection, that the oaths they have taken are immor~, blasphemom • 
. and unlawf\ll in the sight hoth of God and man, because 'they are bound 
by thc~ to conceal tbe r,rimes of their brethren against the laws of God an4 
society: And as the Institution nevel had in it 8n., thing mtrU.licalIyOl· 
inher6t'll~1/ valtlable--lI11 its prtife:;sfd prinei{'les bemg borrowed or stolen 
from other source!l-!Klurcto. well known to every classical and well read. 
'man-there can be uo rational motive to induce allY man of sonse Q'l' 

)earning. to continue a member. •• MAS'lNle LO.DGES," saya a leameU. 
,member of the Glasgow Medical Societies, "are thi G F.Nll'INE "CAD&lIl
u:s lor TIPPLING." One of our city editors, however, in repu ... 
lielUng the essay of the Glasgow Professor. omilted the sentence I have 
. q loted: fearful, I presum"" of otfending masons: And this circumstlloce, 
:trivial aa it is, .hows, illdependent of II. thousand stronger eircumstanoc'il 
whiciJ. have occurreJ in the Morgan atfair, that Frce-l11nsonry cramps the 
.!~rty of the pte'l5.; especially where the pre~s ia ill the bauila »C. mason-
Ie or mQl'cenary editor~. ' . 
. • b it not indeed a very alar~mg fact, to the real friends of civilliberl;y • 
. t~ . .\~re ar8 hundreua of editors in the United States, ~o have nevel' 
.1rtf. i\lfjlriDed their readers even or the eimple facts that Morgan atlil Mil
ler 'it'Qf~c:lrried .o1f; that Morgan tlal not been permitted to retllm. • 
.(~lpr having the godd fortune to escape front his kidnIlPpen-;) a~tbat 
Miller's office was set on fire, and like to have been bUr$d down, idnI
iog at tnesama tiJIle the destruction .ofthe,"VholeTillap __ of Ba'tl.d~":'" 

, : i 
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riet: Is it not, I 18.)l •• a;mOlt alanniag&.ot,t.W.wlilave aaeadtomJhDa., 

· fian lUIlOng WI, which can eun:_ ,I. c:ontr.ol oYer IuIJIdredJ of ·editOI'll, 
, as to prevent them (rODl: aDDOWIc:ing _ •. of. III) _1JClb ilD.portaJlee, when 
· duriog' the wbolll ye!ll! sirlce tb_iac1a .trdnapited, the _e editOl'8, wlio 
, have maintained this, mjeMrieua lIileuce ropectillg them, haye. not failed 
,ullimlOUDCe evCll.,. olhet eriJae ·that has' b_ ClGIIIIDitted in, the Union. 
dewn even to the robbing of a hen-rooat, ,or~ peuing of a irae-dona~ 
counted"eit bill! Had Mowm been eDpled .iD. au" other bosiDels, but 
that.ofwriting IlltutTatirma t¥ JrI-IJ«lI. aDd ,been kidnapped and mur-

· tiered,' would those editon hav!! been weat l No. the w('lkin would have 
rung with their clamors. This shows cODcbuively' the predominating 
induence ,of the surd 1tJ1C' and the ,uru OGIh,. of free Ji!uonry, on the 
minds of those editors, over the allegiance which they owe to the law8 
of their oountr}l, and over the. oaths which.ollle oE them at least have ta-
ken, as civil o/I4:ers, to support these laws! . 

I can indeed easily aetount for the murder. of.your fatheJ:.by some.myr
midon or myrmidons of the Qrder, as well 118. for the concealment of the 
crime, when I refleCt that' there are so mllDY. including publie officers of 

· every description, who I!-re sworn as masons to conceal the crime. oj tMir 
brelhren! ' And who have bound theinselves, by this intamons oath, ~o 
~eep the secrets of masonry, under the penalty oj lUming their throat' cut 
/rrnil ear to ear, their 'trmf51.U" tom out by Ihe roN8, a,nd their bodu, Inlritd 
in t/~ 'ocean ! For, this oath has heen taken by eve,.,. mason in the United 
States! But the great wonder is, after indiscreetly submitting to it, that 
a·single man., possessed of common tense, and common integrity, shoultl 
have been found weak enough to/be trammelled by it. to think it for a 
moment binding upon hi, honor or conscience; seeing that it so grossly 
and wickedly violates, every principle of humanity, and the social com~ 

, pact; that it blasphemously sets at defiance the law of God, as well a$ 
· the law of the land. Awl still morelwonderful is it, that so many de
Juded and wicked fanatics should have been found to act fully up to it. 

· in this enlightened country, as must have been engaged in the SEVER
AL MURDERS of SMITH of Vermo!)t, of MOR8AIJ, of Blltavia, and of 
your lamented FATB KR, at Renfselaerville. 'that there were aboUi'OIf~ 
TJrolTUIfD of the original conspirators, in the case of Morgan, is clear 
fl'om the records of the courts of Ontario and Genesee counties; how 
many in the other cases it is impossible to conj~re at this late day.
SlIIITB was the unforttlDate man, who first published tbe book, called Ja-

· rhin and Boa, in this country. It was published at Manchester,where hilt 
· then resided. About a week after it came out, Mr. Smith was missing. 
The masons gave out that he had ablCOfldell, and as noboo.y, ILt that time, 

· exceptingm,'sons, knew or suspected· the connry. tbewhol" matter was 
· speedily thought no more of.' Now, however, since Morgan's palpable 
murder, some of the mosfrespectahle allll intelligent men in Vermont, as 
I ani well informed, are satisfied that he WII8 murdered for ha:vingpub
,JiBhed Jachin and Bou ; ,for they say. that on looking back, an(J' reflect-

• jDg on the case, there was no reason for his abeeonding. as he was in good 
'oircumstanCl~, and well respected in society! He has never been heard 
· 'Of ! Immediately after the pUblication of ~achin and ·BOIIII, there '\'VIIs a 
· cemmuDication held between all the lodges throughout the Union, and 
·fJMl words were ·t~nsposed (to prevent the intrusiOli of horc 1IIG801'11, as 
'1hey-arecalled) Crom'JGChi,und~oa., to B_ and JacAif&! The sam. 
lttal'llp08itfon hiBl'previeltaly bftn made in Encllnd, where: 1he book ori
~Qated; and where the author WII fouud, hi GIl. efthe atreetl-otLoucloD, 
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·~thldi throat cnUrom_ to ear,in.abmity to the hdle,peialfy\ 
f.e. whieb, by hiB masonic OIltha, he had I1IbJectecHuJDIIelf! . . 

· I mould fear tllat this OODIJDunication would harrow up and severe1r, 
· wouDd your feelings, were it not that Time, the great soother of dliction. 
hu, 811 hope, fortified your mind to IU"81 the .past, bowever gloomy 
the retrospect, without agitation, 81 well &I to look serenely to'WIms the 
filture. We bave many 1l bitt£r cup to IWelJow in thia life I and it ia 110 

, doubt wiaely ordered by Divine Pravidenoe, that it sbould be 80. Heaven 
tries our virtue in the flD'llllCe of aJDiction; and happy indeed are they 

· who pus through the ordeal triumpbantly, with the approbation of their 
own consciences, and a well founded hope of acceptance at that bighe~ 
and more perfect tribunal, which penetrate8 the aecreta of all hearts, 811'1 
with an unerring aim, diatiDpiahes the worker of iniquity from the good. 
and faithfullervant. . 

Please present mycomp1imenta and good wisbea to your worthy mother, 
-and accept them also for yourself. S. SOUTHWICK. 

Mr.ELIP1lALBT MURDon:. 

The following Reply of Mr. Murdock to the foregoing letter, with 
thl! smalll'ditorial article subjoined, is copied from the Natillnal Ob· 
SeTtler,oCOct. 19, 1827-since which I have not had time to pursue the 
correspondenu ; but shall renew it. III the mean time I can al8ure 
the reader, that he need not doubt for a·moment, thaI Capt. MVRDOclt 
fl'lI a victim 10 malunic vengEance: Of this l bave amplp proof. 

U READ THE FOLLOWING, AND MARK IT wELr~. 
S. Southwiek, E.q.. Le Roy, Oct. 5th, 18!7. 

DBAR SIR ,-I received your8 of lIIe 22d together with your paper 
of the 28th, informing me that my father was the me to whom you had 
reference. 

Although this atrair is clothed with mystery, as is every other transac
tion ofthe mystic tie of. a similar nature; yet I believe that the facts coo
nected with tbis aft'air are such (when stated.. before a scrutinizing public) , 
RS to afford anotber strong proof of the dangerous nature and tendency of 
SECRET ASSOCIATIoNS. 

It is not my intention at thi8 time actually to prove that my father wa, 
JI1urdered by masons, but mel ely to state facta that are, and were trans- -
acted at the time, and leave it to the wiadom of the public to draw their 
ewn inferences. 
. Forme to state that he was murdered by mason8 might invOlve me in 
difficulty to those who .. re ever seeking the libel ty and life of the hon
.,est poor. wben it would favor tbeir Dlnarious purpO!es: nevertbeless 1 

.., will Dot flee from any post where I am BeDlible !Iuly calls me, though it~ 
cost me life and treasure; but before I proceed to the facti above men. 
tioned, perhaps it may n(!t be amiss to state that the month. following this 
unfortunate affair I was ~eventeen years of age, an agewhenthe~memOl'7 
ia strong; and feeling myself at that time cast upon the world without 
guide or protection, I fel~ the weight of my loss al sincerely as ever an,. 
youth did in similar circumstances; and afterward! revertiltg beck \0 
theBe acenea of sorrow" it caused them. to sink so deep into. my mind, tb",t 
they are u rr.h in recol1,ection 81 tho~ th.ey :were bui a mentb past. 

My father was a man ot: s(!ber, .teady habits, aad punctual ill aU hi, 
engagemenbl.and what,rWght be atiled a strict moralist. He Iuula CGI8-
petencyo(~world'8 goqcD, with prudence and indUltry, wbich ·be 
unifor~y PI'K~. IR luppl)' bisfamil), witb' all Ute neaari .. &all. 
cuUotta, ~Iifo. -~. . 
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'Scmae mouths berore Ilia d_tlt, beini "*llW of .. filley of lOme a
lII...,unt, by on!! whom before he had looked upon as a/rieNl ",.., .. 6rotA. 
Sf' of 1M IAIJIOfiie tu; being thUB dieappoiDtedin the penon an<\ in prop· 
arty, it eallsed a {loominess and depr_ion Cllepiritl to come upon hiln; 
although I.l0l to that degree, but that he WIll alway. rational and locillble. 
IUld ever cheerful in his flllllily. ' 

The day previous to his death there were Inums at hie hoU18 in pri .. 
vate conversation with hiln for hours, and did not afterwards render allY 
;tccounl of such conversation. In the coune of the day he absented him. 
selfCrom the house; whether he went with the muons or noi, I do not 
recollect; he did not return at night, which ea\llled uneasiness in the 
(amily as he Was not" used to be absent atnight without the knowledge of 
the family. 

Myself, with Iny elder brother then living. ma<le some enquiry roUnd 
the neighborhood. which was somewhat compact. and expressed our 
fears that something had befallen him; Aut being perltll1.ded by a neighbor 
f)lfJ80n to let the matter relt. he telling U9, that it was likely he had gone 
home with "lr. "'******. a mason; and that he (my father) would feel 
"ery disagreeable if he knew that we were looking after him: therefore· 
we returned to bed-it can hardly be iaid to rest-for it was with fearful -
forebodings for the safety of one in wheae welfare the happiness of the 
"hole family depended. " 

The morning eame; but no fond husband or tender fathe, rehirned to
Ciur little family group. but instead thereof, whilst our eyes were strained: 
towards every avenue by which it was likely he would return. we laW 'we fIJIJIOni apJYfoathang IN' dwelling, who brought me ~ad, heart rending. 
lOul chilling information. that the fond hubllnd and affecqonate father 
lay a lifeless corpse in the 11IIjoining woods; &lid to eap the climax of sor
II"OW and wo, we were informed, that he had beaD his own executionjlr ! 

We repaired to the spot, (my pen abn08t ""rink' from its task. Whilst 
"my bosom heaves the filial sigh of al"ection. which twenty.folJr'1'lars has 
not obliterated) there we found the ghastly. mangled corps of him that 
.e held most dear. He was lying on the ground with his throat horribly 
C'Ut-he had severaillab, 'Urlder the left breaJI, one of which, it was IBid. 
'by those exlllllined, U'fJ8 to the heart !-a 6M1ilfl on the /OTehr.ad, where 
the blood had .ettled, ,aid hy ml1lOn8 that it was done when hEl feU-the 
leaves and ground wher .. he lay somewh&t disturb.t.d. and covered with 
blood. He harl ill his hand a knife. with which apparently the deed had 
been done-;..whethel" in his right or left hand I am not able to say~but 
he war a right handed man. The bark was hewed from the tree by 
which he lay; said by mtUOn, that when he Itahbed himself the blootl 
8pouted on the tree, and he whittled it op"" tcith 11M 1cnVe! . 

I stepped very near to view the mangled throat of my father. I waa 
requested 0.11 II malDn to stand back. We were all .100II requested to retire. 
which we did. The masons then took the whole management of the af. 
fair. Thev pretended to c;all ajury of inquest. and brought in a verdict of 
.uicide. They proceeded to procure a cotli"" and I believe at their own 
expense. He was laid out in the woods. and borne from thence to the 
place of interment, and buried about three or four o'clock 1M IIHRIl day.
The bll~e8S appeared to be in hfJ8le,; the realOlll wh,., not known to the 
family!" ,,-

Having given you the narrative ot the a1fair ~u. far,l ah!ll proceed 
to answer your questions not comprised in \.be foregoing. 

My mother asserts that my fathe"ne:ver did, neitberdirectlynor Jn4i. 
tectly. reveal to hEIr &Ill oftha ,secreta of tile ~ " 
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Ahelat the tillul of my lather'. death (I think SCIQJl after.) a mm abaeon

ded fromthe place that wu able to, and actUally did, borrow collliderable 
. IIlIDI of money. and wa. never after _ in the place ; and I )mow not 
that anyone pUrlued. . 

AI to his being found by muon., thoee [mBIODS] who informed U8 of his . 
late. eaid, that he was first found by men that were hunting raccoon; and. 

" being asked who these men were? I think their anewer was, .. that they. 
were strangers, and that they did not know them !" 

The knife found In his hand, was a shoe·knife of comlllOllJenctbt and ,. 
sharp pointed; It belonged in a shop lOme six or a dozen rods lrom our 
boose.; the shop belonging to a third or another person. : 
- One circumstanc,' 1 WIll mention, although trivial in itself; yet it will 
Berve to throw sOllle light on what 1 ehall remark before I c1oee. On the' 
aay of our sorrow. and before my father's ~urial, one of those rIUJIOfIit 
frietuU. I(nowing that there was a sum of IDODey (a littla short ofa hun-

. dred dollars in specie,) and a good watch in the house, in II fJerg .frimtlly 
tntJnnet' came and told my mother, that when a man murdered himself his 
property wlI!' confiscated; and he adVised that the boys sbould bide the 

• money and the watch. We were immediately sent for tbis purpose. On my 
uncle, the Doctor eoming in, and enquiring for us. my mother took the 
Doctor uide to inform him of Ol1r business; tbis same masonic friend fol
Itlwed immediately. and obsernd, tbal it was not the law of this country, 
but of England 

As tomy father being excluded from the Lodge,l know nothing of it •. 
As to the con vocation of the Lodge. on important busineSl!, previous to 

his death, I am not able to say; but his burial took plaQII on Sunday. On 
Monday fonowin!!'. the Lotl~e was convened. Soon after this my uocle 
JODdthan Murdock. of.'t; ew Lebanon. came to Rensselaerville, and he being. 
a mason, the LOllge was ll,,"'8.in called. 

Dr. Elisha Murdock was living the last I heard from him. He residerl 
in the town of Spenc.ertowll, in the east pllrt ot this state; the county 1 
do not recollect. He Iivesabout twenty·fivemiles from Albany. You will 
please tOCODllDunica1e:.o him, as you can 0.10 ite88ler than I, and perhaPs 
obtain information dire .. Urom him. 

I believe I have ~tated all t he most prominent facts relating to this mys
terious aIf~r. and answered your qUe!'tions which ale bot thrown out by 
the etatemolnts of facts which I have stated; and still the matter is shroud
ed in mystery. 

Ifhe wu not murdered by mMon~. by whom and for what cause was 
he mUldered? It appears to me to be impossible for a man to stab himself 
lo the heart and out his own throat! 

The question mav next arise, Wt\S he not murdered by an individual 
lIasaSl!in. If 80, ",hy was he doubly murdered? Ifhe murdered himself. as 
declared by the above inquest, why were the mllSons ill surb haste to get 
him entombed ?----and thell not one ofthem presenting themselves at the 
place of interment.' 

The probability in my minll is. almost beyond a tloubt. although I would. 
not UIIert it.aa a fact. tilat he was murdfred by mason.. The reasons 
why I thu. believe, I shall state to you. that you may judge wbether my 
belief is well foundM. It isneceasary in the first place, that I produce a 
fhobable etJlUtlOh'" he,tra. mlJ.rdered b~ them. 

The man before allnded to,as having defrauded him of his money, 
was bent on mischief; and having obtained his money, could not rest 
whillt be lived, anT more than HIIlD. could whi~t llol'llecai fit in thQ 
pte. 
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My mother having obtained the book ca1ledJACBJl.V and' BOAI. aDd 

having learned it to a considerable degreeilf perfection, she was able 
to talk it correeUy, which she frequently did; and there being'. diflicul
tT of a serious nature)letween my father and this bro. her mason (men
tioned in the preceeding paragraph) for which reason my father absen
ted himself from the Lodge for some mOllths previous to his' death . 
. Now it is my opinion, thujriendlJj brother fIIIUOn rbportetl my father to 

the Lodge, IU hllving revealed tlUlltCret, oj _Tg ; and this formed a 
pretell;~ to imbue hiB hands in the beart's blood ofan offended brother. the 
sight of w bom be could not bear. I 

TtLua it wat. that this, mao plotted hie ruin. 
The ci; cWllltance of my mother knowing mlllOllJ'y, and his absenting 

bim..oelf from the Lodge. influenced. the,Lodge to believe that he had com
I.:_~"icated the secreb to her; and .econded by this other pretended friend
ly brother muon, ",Ito ..wed Ie /tide the -er .hat he might hinuelj ob
tain iI. which wu evideotly theClll!e; I believe the Lodge was thus in
duced to IIIJIIICIM that be revealed those secrets, and dealt with him ac
cordingly! Thus, I believe, my Father fen a victim to masonic vengeance, 
and that without a cau .. ! 
, laball close my communication at this time without further comment. 
observing, bowever, tb"t I stand ready to answer any further questions 
you may propose on the above subject, being determined to do all that is 
on my power to serve the c&uae of humanity, in the present situation 
of our country. Yours very respectfully, 

ELiPHALET MURDOCK. 
ADDITIONAL AND IMPORTANTFACT.-Since the above lettel' 

was in type, we have received a note from Mr. Murdock, by a gentleman 
of Le Roy, in wbich he .ys-the shirt which his father had on when 
murdered was a Dew one of good strong linen, lind wal cut aero" form one 
side to the other, acrortltng to ,he obligu'iom of II mlll/er malpn.1U git·(ft 
.yM~IIR! . 

We are very Itappy to learn. wbat we were before ignorant of. that 
our correspondent, Mr. Murdock, isasubstantial farmer. of the most un
questionable vetacity, and unblemished character. 'Welre on the tracl!! 
of still more conclusive information in this case, thaD any- we have ye1 
published. 

NOTE XIV. 
This bles.ed masonic yeaT of light, 5781-wal indeed a glorious efA 

fur the establishm"nt of the fint Grllnd Lodge in N.,w-York; for thal 
city was then in -po&~ession of the British ROYIII Red C~_e.,.ry A
merican RepUblican, or Patriol, was driven oul, excepting thOle brave 
and \lil'tuout defenders of thfir country, who were chained and fet
tered in the Old Sugar Hourt. and thtl Old Jer,ey PrilOrI.mip-the 
Rogllt Troop' and the Loyal Tories, held sovereign swav-so tba~ 
.. our Order," it appears, is of geDuine, down-right Tory Stamp! A 
'lory Duke IflOt her from London as a gifl 10 his brother Tori", of 
New-York, at a critical period of our revolution_nd they, probably, 
through her means, .. ar~ie(t on their intrigues, and conspiracies, against 
our libt'rty and independence. Is it not high time that thiB Old Tory 
~7VUt, which hat done 80 much secret, as well as 10 much g11l7i"" mis 
chief, WIIS broken up by the honeat republicans of this Itate-, and of the 
lJniGn? Ltt the Grand Lodge com",'n(,e, by lending bllck it. Tory 
Charter to ita Dnelll pro,enicer, or some ODe of his lineal deaccn4-
· .. u. 
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NO'l'B XV. 

In these deep Ielhud .. , 'and awful cell., -
\Vbere heav'ol,·peDliv. Contemplation elwell •• 

, PflJ'e'~ Bl. I. 046.,.. •• 

lJOTE XVI. ' 
1n a previou. Dote the reaeMr il pOllellfd of the MM01'lIC BOLL, bl ' 

whieb Mr. Ricnard Holllller, 9( Le Roy, "Gluesee county, N. Y. W.I 
ezpelled from Montgnmerl' Lodge. il}." Saliibury, Connecticut. The 
fbllowillg RBCANT &TIO_, 01 Mr, HoOia,er, i8,oWered here to prove my 
.pinion, shted in the text"ot the wort~4-si~e81 of the higher; aa weU 
as lhe lower, degrees -of Maaqllry., ; "', " , 

Me,,,.,. Hetchkin 6t Starr :-1 withdrew from ,the I"Qiety of Free 
Masons some time lalt spriDg, but as 80ine doub,S, my aiocerity be. 
CRule 1 did not give public n'olice; I desir ... you to gIve this an iOBertioll 
i'n your paper. I han taken th .. degrel' at' Royal Arch, and a number 
of others; in all fO~lrteeD, and find cFne Masonr) as shameful an im. 
positioD as WlS ever practiced upon man, 'and'oot only so, bot a pow. 
erful engiDe to corrupt society,' and deltroy the influence of our free 
civil iostitutions. I feel .It my duty, and that of every hODest maD, to 
withdraw his support frolB the iOltilution. 

Le Roy, Aug. 26, ISS'. RICHARD HOLLISTER. 

We have (saVi tbe .iv'.,iotI4Il Ob.e",,,., of Oct. 19th, 1827,) copie4 
the above rt'ca~tation from the Le Roy, Gazette, of Aug. 8Otb. The 
following letter, whIch we pledee ourselves is from ODe of tbe mOlt 
respectable men in CODDectieut, will terve to illustrate not only the 
cbarltct"r of Mr. Hollilter, bot that of tbe iDstitotioo wbicb he ha, 
witbdrawn from. ' 

. FbRi"'C,_ ,VJLL&QB, Ct. Oct. 12, 1827. 
Til the. Editor of the Naltoalll D.b6eMler;-

I oblerveda few daYI lince iD the Times and Hartf6rd Advertiser a 
lIIasooic noti('e in the followiD! wordl; •• Ata regul.r communication 
,of Mootgom!'r1 Lodge, No, Ul, beld at their Lodge Room in Salisbu. 
ry, Connectlcut, Oct,~, A. L. 6~'7-voted unanimously, that Rich • 
. erd Hollister, of Leroy, N. Y be expelled from all communication 
with this Lodge, and Cllt off from all the rights and privilege. of M a· 
soory for unmalooic coorlu-=t. By order of th .. Lodge, signed, , 

MOSE'3 A. LEE, Sec'y," 
'Now, Sir, tbe facta about tbi. case are these. Tht', said Richard 

Hollisterwal formerly ao inbabitant of laid to .. :n of Salisbury, aod 
while such became a member of said Lodge, and was I believe, COD
sidered br Maconl a good aDd valuable Brother. Tbat he was an up
right and worthy young man, all acquainted' with his cbaracter do 
concede. More than a year aince tbe said Richard Hollister removed 
from Salisbury to N. Y.leaviDg a brother 01 respectable staDding in 
society, who was not a Ma800, behind him. Now thi. brotht'r a few 
months since received a letter from the ,1lid,Richard" stating, that be 
,emertalned entirely diWereot views of tlie.Jn&titl1.tioo of Frl\e Mason. -
ry, from wbat he once did, ThaI, in fac,t, be now looked upon the in
'Slltution with horror aod detestation, and beHend it to be .corrupt, 
"Wicked, and totally inconsiatent with the doctrines of tbe Cbristian rell. 
gion. Furthermore, said be, oOFoubt William Morgao of Batavia hill' 
fallen a villtim to Masonic venceance-bolmg put to death by mas_ie 
haad., accorciiDr te mueai~ ~w. lIavinr tbe.se Tiew. of the i».sti~~. 
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tlon, ana ba.ing become a foilbwar of Cbrilt-be atCl)mpanied hili 
letter witb a formal relignation of hil membenbip in MoritgolDety 
Lodge, and requested hia brother to hand tbe lamb to lome 'of tile 
ollcen of said Lodle-dllclaring at thll Bame time that he could neYer 
again, without doing .iolence to his loye of 'country, to hia lenU of 
duty, honoul' and relirion, be preleRt at a MRlonic meetinjf. His reo 
quelt wal complied wi\h--hi. relignation banded to an officer of laid 
Lodge, who in a fit of rage declared, that be had exposed himself to 
the lame penalty that Motgan had lIdFered! Now the Lodge met to 
act upon this resignation, aod conventionl were caned 'oRen aod reo' 
peatedl, for lome weeks io succession, and no doubt many wise dis· 
'cussionl were had, Rod many spirited reiolvel palled-for into .aitt 
Lodge none but sages and beroes are admitted. wetl, at lalt the,t 
came to the dett'rmination tbat they would ezpeltbe refractory member 
for .1nmalonic conduct., And they ba.e doae so by a Uftcmimoll,vot"". 
eh how. agreed L1pon a wise measure! .****~' ........... * 

NOTExvn .. 
That the reader ma] jndg!' bow Irue tbis charge 18, t \I.it\ baTl'J,J 

alate wbat iathe lolemn trutb': I shall be filty-fonr years of age, o'n 
t:briltm8s day of tbis year; and up to the time of my writing tbis oote" 
from the day of my birth, I haye 1I0t, altogether, drank a gallon, 01 
tbe very 'utmost, of ardent spirit •• !'hher bl'andy, gin, rum or whi&, 
kt.y. I hue been employed in early life in tbe most laborious employ . 

. ment, both by sea and land, and drank nothing but water: for twelve 
years past I have drank' notbing but water or "ider: This is all as 
trueil. holy writ; and yet 8uch has beRn the malevolence, and the 
persecuting spirit, of my e!U!mies. that on one occasion, when J wal a 
candidate for the office of Senator, against Jud~e Woodworth, thl! 
.ludge gainl'd hts election by less than 300 majortty, in the ... hole di,. 
trict, composed of nine counties, hy means of a hand bill which m., 
e.nemif's seDt out, tI ith lueh precaution, tlia. It reached all tbe pollt, in 
season, to all~wer their fool purpose; but too late to give me an oppor' 
tunity of refuting ito; and in whict: among other thing., I was char. 
ged with hping a DRUNKARD! In OD'e town alone J lost at leut 300 
votes by that infamous libel; for so infamously false was it, that it 

. 'dill not contain a syllable of truth; and yet it alone dllfeated my elec. 
tioil. . Such is lhe tibertlJ of the prell. in the hands of lueh w.retchl'S 
at those who bave shrunk from their duty in Morgan's case-and who, 
from the same ml'rcenary moth'c.-being well paid for it-will at any 
time print a mean lib,,) in the dark against allY man, and b:!-' not put· 
ting an imprint to tbeir worki't"oneeal tbemselves al well as,tbe das· 
tardly author; Aa~o the otiler ch.rge of INSANITY, which, tiHhe dis
grace of tbeir F.ditors, bas been leriou.ly ltated in sneral print., <one 
of whieb, Ihe Salem Gaselle, Mus. bllar. a r ... pectable cbaracter,' J 
sball give the public a faIr opportunity to telt it, b)' tbe time) get 
tbrougb with .. OIlR ORD:&R," if Di.ine Providence shan .pare me to 
,erform the labour, wbieb I contemplate. 

NOTE XVID. 
The reader mast not lappose tbat I mean her., an1 tblng tike e. 

,olitical ehun:b and Itate connection. I am al mnch Op'POled to «II 
such cOGnectionl allYer: So far rrom weak.ning, m, fehrloa. or tile
olocieal,reeearehel ha •• ltrengthenpd. ray ,rinclplel of repuWIea. 
ism and' cbll Uberty. I a. more t~ eftr lloDvinced, that Chria~ 
'lib beeD pe"erte4 ..... OIDTOptrtl, Ih .r.port"'D a as Ita. beeD me 

12 
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IUbject or hlUllan 1.".. True Chr~.liallilT, in its Dp",ation on tbe 
liealt, will ever contribote, iIIdireetly, to the lupport 01' good human 
taWI: but buman lawl never did, ne"er cao; contribute to tlie lupport 
of ehriltianity; and for lhe plain and limp Ie realon, that human laws 
cannot reach the heart. The Beligion of Chrilt is emphatically THE 
ROCK O}' AGES-and tbough human lawl ma, Itand firm upon thtl' 
rock; yet they csmnot. in Ihe slightelt degree. sUltain or support it: 
it iudf.depl'ndent, eternal, ullchangeabl .. while they are depl'ndent 

" on Ihe luctuationl of human aWairs, ate altogether tem,JOral, oRen 
E'phemeral, alway. lIel'ling, The true Christian will .. render unto 
CElar the things thai are Clllsar'.;" Ihat ii, h. will alway. cheer. 
fully respect and obt'y the jUlt laws of hi. country: but CEsar on Ihe 
olher hand, must I"t the Christian, as luch. alone-anel It'ne him to 
st'ttle witb God and his conscience his spiritual coneernl. I am well 
aware that lome, who pretend to freat science, will searcely admit 
Christianity among the Iciences: am satisfied, however, that it is not 
only one or thE' scit'Dcetl-but deserves to be called, to mark its supe· 
riority over them all-THE DIVINE SCIENCE. Let UI, then,'pre· 
serye it in its pority,alooffrom the corrllpted current. of the wodd, or 
the aid Of in.8llence of human laws, by meanS of which it might be 
robbed of its Divinity, becolne earthly, cold, formal, and 10,1.' ilS inllu. 
enee 011 tht' heart; witho"t which. it is to all mankind, as 10 the 
Greeks aDd Jews of old, bolh" foolishness and a .tumbling block."
it appear. to me, that in the ordt'r of DivinE' Providence, this is the 
countrY, in which the reijtn of ChriHt over the hl'artl of all mankind. 
shall commence in carnest; and f1'om heue., be extended to the ull ... r
most ends of the earth. \Vhat we have alrearly don ... spont9nl'ously. 
in India, in the isles of tl,e ocean, and the alleil'nt sea. of our Lord's 
Divine Milsion. labours, mirllcles, snfferings anti dealh, is a glorious 
presage of what we shall do; provided,lhe WORD and the l\'OBK be 
left, as they ha,e bE'ell thul far, to march forward triumphantly. under 
the pure guidancl' and inlluence of the HOI,Y sprRIT, which animalelh 
the heart; iustE'ad of human laws, legislative enactments,which coerce 
tbe body, but, I'each 1I0t the loul. 

NOTE XIX 
The most of the~e works may be foulld ill tbe Albany Library,except· 

inlt in .,arlicular,the Commentaries of Michaelis, on the Law of Moses; 
a ltook,without which. I wiJIlentnre 10 saY,no Law Library (to SRY no· 
thing of a theological on(') eft!! be coml,l ... te : for to me it appear., I hn t 
nothing can be mor.dnleresting or usef"llo a law~'er. than 10 have it ill 
his power to trace Ihe principII'S of his prof('ssion in all their .0IlrCI'6, 

·and through alliheir mutations,from the earliut Iraditions or rccord •• 
dowo to .he America n Constitutions; but what I wi~h, particillarly to 
say io this note, is, tbat as nearly all the bl>oks I hllve gone through, 
in the eourse of my investigatioo, I hllve been indebted for to the AI
hany Library, it wOllld be, I thillk, a moll important point gained, in 
the cau.e of morality and religion, if the numerOlls yOllo, persons 
who lock to that Library, could be led to the snious stud, of th~se 
,!Orkl, i .. tead of luch trash as,l have ofttn stood by and "epply re· 
gretted te hear Bomp 01 th('m call for; lind I musl confes. felt"frequenl
'Jy ,a secr .. t II\tisf .. eti~n a. their, disappoiJl~l:DI ill, DOt inding ,tbem. 
within tbe precincts of tbat valuable in&titution • 

• NOTE XX~ 
fhi, is De Ictlen ; but fer the honour of human 'nature,lty fllr toe .,,-
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,ilatruth. I could at IIny time substantiftte it in aoeaurt ofju!tice,by 
teltiml)lty of the highest respectability, but for two realon.. In the' 
fint place, I could not do it wit bout briogi.g· t"Ve vlllu!ld fr.Dds into 
a dilemma, iii wbich I do not wish to involve them. I e~tered volun
taril" from a regard to principle alonll, into Ihe editorial. 'war against 
Morgan', kidnappers and murdl'rers ; and on further reRection, upon 
tbe same ground of principle, I declared Wft1'. apinst the whole 0r
der: I am, th .. rl'fore, willing to bear. the brunt alone, without involv
ing any friend. In tbe second place, were the feelings and inter· 
e5ts of my frit'nds not in the way, I should still bt' very loth as an A· 
merican citizen, and marl' especially AI a public sentinel at the edito
I'ial dt'sk, to ackouwledge, by allY act of my own, that I am to be put 
i~ bodily fear by, any maD, or set of men. As an editor I will write and 
publish fearlessly, notbinj1, but what I sedol!sly believe to be true, a!lu 
to be my duly to my coulltry and my patrons to publish. If convrn· 
ced of error, I will honestly and honourably retract, wilhout lhe least 
hr.sitation :, but in pl1rsuit (Of tmlh Rnd duty,_ I' will pt'riah before I de.' 
serteither, I am tied to no party, and bQund by no prejudice. Rea· 
son ismy g!lide, and liberty Rlol)e is Illy object. 

NOTE XXI_ 
How long, anrl h(lW of Ie .. , 'and when and where, the influ· 

ence of Free Masonry has bepn brought to operate secretly 
upon 0111' elel'tiOlls, 1 shaH nol prl!t{'J!d to say: but 1 shall 
bere'relate a circumstan('e" whkh 'I'rpcollect as vividly as 
though it had happt'ned ,v;thin a few dil,Ys'-:'and yet 1 am my· 
self surprised, that 1 never though. of i.t in any serious or im· 
portant point of view, till my mind b~came excited by the'out
rages at Bat8\'iu~ Canandaigua and Fort Niagara. When tbe 
late, worthy DANIEL 0, TOMPKINS was first nominllted for 
the office of Governor, ,I was st'mdill~, in the Legislative 
caucus, by the side of Elisha Jenkins, Esq. tben Comptrol
leI'" or SecretaI') of State. Mr. Tompkins was scarcely 
k~own as a politician-he had not then distinguished him
s~1f in public life. I. well rl!cf)llect struggling in all the con
flicts of the repuhliran part\' at 1('l\st ten years before he was 
known at all in the ranks. I turllt'd 10 Mr. JItNKINS, and said, 
how will our candidate rnn ? h be sufficiently known? Who 
wiJI support him? "I shall support him, for one, said Mr. 
JenkinS-lind the less known he is, the better will he .ruD; 
for our opponents can say nothinia against him." 1 thought 
this a sensiblt> remRlk ~ but still felt alarmed for the SDC

cess of our candidate, on ar.count of his lIot being genentlly 
,known, as 1 supposed. I turned away from Mr. Jenkins, and 
the first person 1 came in contact with was the venerable 
Judge Peck, of Otsego, now: no more, but then one of the 
main props of our party. I put to' him the same questiOns 
that I bad done to Mr. Jenkins. His reply wa,," it ,will go 
weil-l understand the Free Masons will turn out to support 
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him-be was lIP in out county among them, a. Grand' Vititor 
wom tbe Grand Lodgp." On referring to the lilt of oftIcen 
of the Grand Lodge, I find, that Mr. Tompkins wal cho
!1In Grand Secretary in 1802-his nominatioa was,1 believe, 
in 1807. 604 forbid, milt 1 should disturh the ashes of the 
dead, and particularly those of Governor Tompkins; for al· 
tbough we had lomp lIerious differences, they wera sincerely 
and arnicably settled several years bPfore he died; and I cao 
cbeerfully bear teatimony to tbf' goodness of his hpart : but 
still, if his election WIlS in the first place tbe result of ma
sonic inftuence, it proves thl' early existence •• f that inftuence, 
in a poJj'ical point CIt view. II is no answer to this, '0 say 
that GoverOllr Tompkins was, indeed, all tbat is amiable aod 
exalted, in bumanity and benevolence of hearl; or that be 

.... was one oftbe be.t of Chief Magistrates: all 'his I cheer· 
fully admit: but suppose, on thf' cont.'ary, hI' hAd been a Ne
ro, or a Cflligula, should WI' have thanked the Free Masons 
for their secret management in bringing him up? I now sin. 
cerel.v beliey.-e, that hI' made his debut on the·political stage, 
through their inft .. ence ; although at the time the assertion of 
Judge Peck. made but a momentary impres~ion on my mind: 
b61 now, whf'n I look hack, and rellect upim this anecdote, as 
well as many other events in ollr state ptliitics, which ap
peared to me at the time inexplicable, I can easily account 
for Ihem ; I find no difti('ultv in tracing their origin to the 
dark and secret retrl'ats of Free Masonry; and 'he more es
pecially, considering that this spcret masonic inlluence bas, 
since the early day whim Govprnor Tompkins entpred the 
list a8 a politician, been steadily growing in every town a&d 
counly, till it has become a GIGANTIC MONSTER.-By 
how many person~, and how onen, since the excitement ola 
Mor~an's account has exis!ed, h'lve Frea M'aMmS, in every· 
parI of the ShUI', been heard to bllllst that they (meaning their 
Order) held all the important offices, and would continue to 
hold them., in spite of all opposition? I have myself heard 
this boast on more than one occasion. 

Again-when I recollect the entry of Governor TOMPKINS 
into this city, after his first electil'n, I am thP. more fortified 
in the opinion that tbere was an under-current, an artificial 
excitement in his case: for as I said before, he was a young 
man, and although be had received the ap.pointment of ludge 
oCthe Supreml' Court; yet he had nol officiated at the cir
cuits any where north and west ot Albany; his entry, into 
tbis city, was on 'returning from the firsl circuit court be had 
ever held in a.,y of th~ w~lern. cou.nties.. .\ great .. utiti.tud. 
howev<I.-J. turned out to meet bim, at . diJ1'ereD~ stages of his 
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journey; alldeipeciaUybelweeo tbis city and Schenectady, 
lhe road, for miles, was crowded with (ootmen, horsemeft, 
and carriages of every description, well filled. Neither George 
Clinton nor John Jay, with all their age, wisdom, and: well
earned revolutionary laurels, haa ever received more homage~ 
tkan did the you,ng Governor Elect, on this occasion. Mr. 
Jay, I believe, never received any such homage, excepting 
on one occasion, which I witnessed in New-York, in 179,1,' 
or '92. I do not know of any occasioll, when one of the 
wisest men we ever had at the helm-either in the 'Btate or 
federal government-I mean Georg;e Clinton-was ever ho
noured by such pageantry! Without, lh.-refore, detract
ing in the smallest dl'gree from the merits of Goveroor Tomp
kiD', I am now perfectly slltisfied tbat it was the secret, un
seen, ioftuence of the Craft, that produced this I'xtraordinary 
excitement in his favour at that ear1y stage of his political 
career: I may be in an error; but this is my honest con
viction. 

NOTE IV.-Page 17. 
The following PROSPli:CTUS of the NATIONAL OBSERVER, 

was issued agreflably to ilS dale, and has bel'n circulated as 
widely as circumstaocps would permit. It is insl'rted here, 
with the reneweo assurance, that the OBSBRVBR will continue 
to be conducted, with zeal and inflexibility, on the principles 
therein stated. The (lditor can assure thl' rt>ader, that he has 
Ob hand, and will steadily ftccumulate, imp0rlijnt maUer, on 
the subject of the dangerous tendency of Frl'e Masonry, suf
ficientto give his columns an interesting aspect, (or a long 
time to come: he ts determined never to relax, so long as 
Divine Providenct> shall spare him lor the duty, in his exer· 
tions to convince his fdlow.countrymen, that the purity and 
stability of their free constitutions,depend upon rhe extinctton 
of Free Masonr .. , as well as all otber secret combinations.
He means to republish regularly, at least once in every s x 

, months, the whole of the Report of the Western Committees, 
in the case of Morgan; so that thp. truth of that cas~ may be 
known, in proportion as the circulation of the Observer shall 
be increased and extended. 

Whoever sends $3 in advance, free of postage, shall be 
entitled to lhe Observer ooe year; and shall also have a 
copy of the Solemn Warning sent by mail, or otherwise, as 
ordered; and any lIarty (not leu than .ix) lending each 
$2.50 cents in advance, shall indivi40aUy have tbe same 
rptW'n. 
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THE NATIONAL ODSEltVEIl. .-

l'ht Edim,. tmd Nlisherof tM National Obu,..,., lIlY freqta71l1v calltd· 
-pon frow& IHII'ious JIIUV '"tM COIIIIb'y, for in~ioa relpctia« tAt abduc· 
tU11llOfC~. WILLIAM'MORGAN, arul olfanollaaorricONtJ'a,fea, c:namit·
ted in the Western l)istrict of the StateofNew-Yo,.lt, iii tMfIIOrIth'!f8-pteJl.' 
ber', 1826.-To.ud& in~tht OiJm'tlno ia .mI; but the tMHh,..,gntd 11_ 
been infor_d, from BOIII'CU on 1IIhich tMV'C- fIlacc ,..,U-. that there tIf'e 
'lumber. 111110 u:0uld be glo.d to talte the Obatr'tln-, but /molD tIOt tDMIY to lIPIIly 
fllr it, The tmthrripd. tllertlfOl'fl, kg le_ to call the attention of iliell' 
ftllolll-Citu,ms, throughout the Union, to the foilOtDing AddrtlB8 : 

TO THE CITIZENS OF THE Ul'iIl'ED STATES. 
FELLOW CITIZRNS, 

The,National Observer is published once a week in tbe ci
ty of Albany. It is in its politics I't·publican.in the true seuse 
of the word, and devoted, with moderiltion but firmness, to 
the present National Administration. Its col'lmns, howev
er, are open to correspondent~ of all parties, who mdY think 
proper to fjjrtrard their essays for publication, wJ.ich will ai
\"ays find admittance, if tbey do not contain "treDsive person~ 
al or libellous matter. 

On the subject of tbose nefarious outrages, committed it 
September la't, ill the western dislrict of this Stllt~, on the 
person and prupl'rty of unotrending citi:&ens, and which ha"'e 
so deeply interested, .and still continue so deeply to interest. 
the feelings of all honest men; the Observer has uniformly 
taken decided ground against the Conspirators, and their o
pen and secret aiders and abettot's, who planned and carriedc 
into etrer.t those daring attacks upon the rights of life, Itber· 
ty and property. For taking this ground, which no honest 
and independent Editor could consistentlJ or honourably re
fuse to take, the OBSERVER has been proscribed in every di
rection by masoniczeal'lts,of whom it might well be ·exclaim. 
cd, as ofold-" FatAer,forgive them, for they know not 
what they do!" Numerous subscriptions have been with
drawn-advertising patronage has been cut otr-job-work, 10 
110 small amount, diverted, by direct or indirect management, -
from the Printer-and in short, every artifice, worthy oCa 
dark, corrupt and roltl'n cause, has been resorted to for the 
purpose of destroying every source of its prosperity. 

Under such a pre..sure of circumstances, the Editor and 
Publisher, confiding in the spirit of libforty and juslice, which 
animates the people, have resolved- ' 

Firstly, That they will at all hazards PBRsisTin the coui'se 
they have adopted in relation to the kidnappers and mllrder
ers of .Morgan, and their aiders 8nd abetlOrs, until,they shalt 
be ferretted out, if possible, and the supremacy of tbe law, 
over private combinations, be effectually sustained. 

Secondly, ThafibeiPIperfectly convinced, from the facts, 
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tbat have 'COme out in tbis c:ase-as well IS R'm the conduIt 
of the masonic fraternity towards the Natiorial Obsprver_ 
-that -FUR MASONRY Rnd CIVIL LIBEaTY, especiAlly tbe lilrer- • 
ty 0( the Preas, cannot exist together-the I!;ditor will, in 
(uture, devote no small portion of his editorial IItbors tD Q 

steady warfare with the Ma.onic Order-nf!t with the Intli
viduals, but wilh the OrdtF-as a dangt'rous Order-an Or
-der imported frHm monarchial, Europl", and inconsistent, in its 
-secr&t orginiza\ioll, its Aristotf'r~tic and Royal forms Ind ap-
pendages, with the republican constitutions, laws, habirs, and 
manners, of a countrf, apparentl,V, and wi> hope really, de
signed by die Cr~ator as the conservator of human liberty 
bll~pinl'ss, and prosperity. In this delflrmination, indepen~ 
cient ofthosp rl"cent evpnts, which ought to open the eyes of 
a1l independent fret'lDf'n, he is fortified by the otarning voice 
of W Bshington l_'gllinst all self-crelltod, secret associatioDS.
He, thelefore, respectfully iu\'iltlS thl" aid of correspondents, 

. who are able and Willing to allist him in- this 'farfart' of lib

. erty and law, against "ppressioD dnd oUlrage; of light against 
~._ darkness; of fair, open and ulldisguised policy, against foul, 
! secret, and nocturnal intrigue and conspiracy. 

He in\'ites especially, the communication of all facts, tend
ing to show that the Batavia lind Cllnanllaigua outrages have 
been al'pro\'ed by lht' Order; to this poiOI, thl' declarlltions 
of membl:'rs of the 'prdhr, made at various tillll's and places, 
he wishes 10 have c't)rr~cdy repor:ed, aDd by r,~pectable ItU
thoritv_. -

Tlie communication likewise, of all facls that are calcula-
I ted to ,hr,)w the Il:'alil ligi.1 upon the awful filtl! of the unhappy 

victim of masonic vflngeance. wh., has paid the forfeit of his 
lire-to the viulated lows of New- YOTk~-NO--or tbe U/lit
lld States ?-NO---ol God ?--NO but of the an 
ciellt and honourable fralemity of Free and Arrepted ilia 
sons I-the Grand Higk Priests-the KNIGHTS TEM
PLARS-Ihe PtUNCES OF JERUSAU:M-and the 
GRAND KINGS-whos .. priviletl"el, alld tilles, Bod claims 
to the ext'rcise (If sflvt'reigIllY, witilln the jurisdlctioll of New
York, and of the Uuiled Statt·s, havl:' been imported from the 

II ranks rif the crllsad.-r~,anrl thp. dark CRVI'rns oft hI:' druids, oftbe
ol~ world! This is the impl'rium in imperio-the government 

I within a government-whose GRAND e~NGRESS W81 held at 
i tbe, town Clf Shlfford, in the county of Gl'nt'See, on Ibe 8th of 

SeptemlJer lall, to devise means for enforcing and 6ltpcuting 
j ils bloody penal todl! in the aale, of William Jlorgan I And 

tbese measures were but tuo 5uccf's,fully plann .. d, and foO 
laifhfuUy executed, for the righu of bumanitY"aDd tb.li ... 

I • 

'-
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ties or the p~le of.the state of' New-York, and of tbe Up! 
ed States. . • 

Fellow-Citizl!ns-You hn in these remarks a clear y~ 
of the principl~s, by which THB NATIONAL OBSJ:an:l! hj 
been and will cuminue to be guided. You are all equally, 
terested witb us, in sustaining the constitution and 1;1\\"&:1 
your country, against tht' mMchiDatiIlDs',of all self.created .... 
eret locietit's. If ON. private:socie,J'. caD es~abJish aDd e. 
cute laws. afi'ectinA the livl's and ii_ribS afthe people, andd 
er and another 'molly do thl' same t -; and the General in 
Stale lovernml'nts be thul finally~ . effectually sel at ~ 
anee, .if not merged in thl' '!ortices' f' priVate, secr~t and .. 
created assodiatiolli. Are you prepared for tki. ~ If n< 

,encourage liS in the stand we have takl'n, and animate otbl . 
Editors, who are honest lm.~ indf!pend£>llt, to pursol' the SOl' 
eourse. 'fhat the Preas shO\lld every wht:re take this sta 
is indispensahll' to thl' preSl'rviltion of your dearest rights: 
if ever your govt'rnment !lha" be. over\hrown, the mande 
darkness will in tbe first place en,oelope the conspirators, a. 
defcmd them from your grasp, till they have 'etured the. 
selves from it,by efi't'cting thl! 'destruction of your Iibert~ 
.411 as,oeiations, 'lurifore. ",."iek are not carried Oft ill ", 
day-ligltt, and wlwfIB·print;iple. and practices art 1101 ftllt4 
and fully made known to 'he public. art of tlangermu,. 
deney, and sed'Ulou'ly to be guarded·lffainst by "fret", 
indepe'ltdenf "eople.. . 

It is for YOll, fellow-riti&f!ns,to determinl', ~hether the Ei 
tor of THB OBSERVR& shall, or shall nut be, supported in tI 
STAND he has deliber~tely and conscit'ntiously assumed.· 
Standing) as he ,Ioes, on the vf'rge of eternity, to him indivi, 
ually it is of Ii lilt' cOnsequl'nrf; !Jut to all thost> in the me. 
dian oflife, ano! to ollr ri.ing"pwgeoy, it is a m,.meDtouso: 
ject, and ODe which seriously demands their undivided attt'! 
tion, to preserve unimpllired the boon oflibt'fty, .birh H~ 
en 'bestowed JJPon our fathl'rs; and which they bequf'llth4 
to us, in full ctlnfidence tilat we would never prove un grate' 
to the ORIGINAL and OIYll'I. J)oNbR, or disgrace their m 
muries by a tame surreuder of the high privilege at tbe (01 
stool of tyranny or usurpation. .''-; 

S. SOUTHWICK, E4,lllt; 
, • G. GALPIN;, PublUltcr. . i 
Albany, (N. Y.) July 10. 1827. . . 
TBRIIIS-Th.-ee 4toUIII per allOUm, payable in adnnce , 

aU' solitary subscripti~na; but IOf:ieties not It'si than six i 
. bumber, will be cha-ted' two dollars and fifty ceats,prew¥4 

OIle of tb~ Dumber beccaa ruponaible for ~ , 

....... ~~ . 
I 
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